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C o m p a n y ; P e n sio n Is. Id. p e r diem.
T o M o d ified P ension. Pte. W. A sh to n F. C o m p a n y ; P e n 
s io n lOd. h alfpen n y p e r diem .
A s In valids. P riv a te s E. E llio tt C. C om pan y, a n d R.
W e lle r G. Com pan y.

Leave of Absence was granted to the undermen
tioned Officers during the month :
C a ptain s B a y ly a n d R obin son , a n d L ieuts. T h a c k w e ll and
Ozanne, from 1st Jan uary to 14th M a rch 1879.
M a jor A. E. Fyler, from 1st to 30th January, a n d Secd.L ieut. B irch from 14th D e ce m b e r 1878, to 30th January.
Seed.-Lieut. D a n iell from 15th January, to 2?th F ebru ary.

The undermentioned Officers rejoined from Leave
of Absence during the month :

Chronicle o f Clients.

B t.-M ajors D o ra n and C la r k e ; L ieuts. S oote, E van s.
A rn old and M orse.

D EC EM B ER , (1878.)

On the 31st December on Muster Parade, a Medal
for Long Service and Good Conduct was presented
to Private Richard Skeels, H. Company.
A Draft of 30 Recruits under charge of Lieut.
Leckie, 97th Regiment, joined the Regiment on the
13th of December, from the 46th Brigade Depot,
Maidstone.
Forty-one Recruits (District) joined the Regiment
during the past month, from London, Carlisle, Lich
field and other Sub-Districts.

2nd.—Route Marching.
9th.— „
„
10th.— A Squad commenced a Course of Instruc
tion in Gun Drill; examined and dismissed on the
18th December.
13th.— A Draft of 30 Recruits joined from the
46th Brigade Depot, Maidstone.
10th.— A Squad commenced a Course of Instructipp-hn Gun Drill.
f^-e ’
th.— Serjeants’Quadrille Party.
UTst.— Presentation of Good Conduct Medal.
|]Dgxmttttal CiQetfe.
P R O M O T I O N S A N D A P P O IN T M E N T S .
E x tra ct from L o n d o n G azette, d a te d 13th D ece m b e r, 1878.
“C aptain W illia m P o s t e re tire s o n P ension , d a te d 14th
D ecem b er 1878; to h a v e th e h o n o r a ry ran k o f M a jor.”
“S e co n d - L ieu ten a n t J o sia h S c o t t Stew art, from 14th
Foot, to b e S e co n d - L ie u te n a n t in s u c c e ss io n to L ieu t. E. J.
Robinson, p ro m o ted , d ated 14th D e c e m b e r 1878.
T o be L a n ce-S erjea n t.—C o r p o r a l A. M artin F. C om pa n y.
T o b e C o r p o r a ls —L a n c e - C o r p o r a ls A. R a ven D. C Qmpany,
B row n C. C om p a n y , a n d M a so n G. C om pan y.
TRA N SFERS.
T o 1st C la ss A r m y R eserve. L ee.-S erjea n t B o w m a n C.
Company, D rm r. S ta d d o n F. C o m p a n y ; P riv a te s S la te r B.
Company, a n d In g a te B. C om pa n y.
T o 56th R egim en t. Pte. "W. P a lm e r D. Com pan y.
D IS C H A R G E S .
On co m p le tio n o f 21 y e a rs S ervice. Pte. J. M u r p h y G.

S U B S C R IP T I O N S A C K N O W L E D G E D .
C aptain N e e d h a m to 31st A u g u st 1882.
L ie u C - C olo n e l B etters an d Mr. W. B o n d to 30th J u n e 1880.
Qr.-M aster-Serjeant J. D ou gh erty, Mr. R. F o le y , C a p ta in
Gray, H. D ea n e E sq, Mrs. K n ow les, L ieu t.- G en era l S ir R.
W a d d y, K. C. B., Mr. J. Eagan, M a jo r B arker, S erjt.-M ajor
Duffy, a n d Mrs. S. C. W ilm o t to 31st D e c e m b e r 1879.

At the open competition for admission to the
Royal Academy Woolwich, held during the months
of November and December last, we were glad to
notice that—
T. B. N owlan ,
son of our former Paymaster, (now District PavMaster, Dublin) was among the successful candidates.
N O TICE TO SU BSCRIBERS.
The Subscriptions for the year 1879 are now due, and should
be sent to Col or-Serjeant Win. Goss, Orderly Room Clerk, 50th
Regiment, The Castle, Edinburgh. All Subscriptions will be
acknowledged the following mouth, and are as follows :— Yearly
Subscription (including postage) Is. 8d. ; Toned paper 2s. 8d.,
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SOLDIERS’ HOME.
E N T E R T A I N M E N T S of Readings and Songs
were given at the Soldiers’and Sailors’Home on
the evenings of the 2nd, 16th, 23rd and 30th De
cember, and as might have been expected, proved
quite successful, under the able management ot Miss
Millar. Mrs. Leach’
s singing was greatly admired,
and each of her songs were deservedly rewarded with
an encore. Miss Edith Gassner sang “The WoodNymph’
s Call” with great musical taste, and her
encore song, “Oh give me freedom ever,” was re
ceived with well merited applause. Band-Serjeant
Richardson’
s Songs and Readings were rendered in
capital style and pleased the audience greatly. The
recitation by Dr. Lowe— “Daniel versus Dishclout,
was given in a most natural way and with great
humour. Corporal Wilson’
s Readings were credit
ably given and caused much laughter, and the Comic
Songs b\r Pte. Kane were well received, in fact every
one of the performers did their utmost to please the
audiences.
The Lecture on Fires and Fire Engines, delivered
by G. Dickson Esq. on the 9th of December, was
very instructive, and the working ot the model
Fire Engine most interesting.
NOTICE.
“T H E Q U E E N ’
S O W N G A Z E T T E : A R e c o r d o f th e
50th R e g im en ta l D o in gs,” w ill b e fo r w a r d e d P o s t F r e e to
S u b sc r ib e r s o n th e F ir s t o f e a ch M o n th at th e fo llo w in g
R a te s o f S u b s c r ip t io n :—
ONE TEA R
.
.
.
. I s . 8d. ,
D o.
(T on ed Paper)
2s. 8d.
T h o s e w is h in g to b e c o m e S u b sc r ib e r s t o th e G azette,
s h o u ld fo r w a r d th eir N a m e s a n d A d d resse s, w ith a m o u n t
o f S u b s c r ip tio n to Ool.-Serjt. W m . G oss, O r d e r ly R o o m
Clerk, 50th R egim en t, T h e Castle, E d in b u rg h .
(We shall be most happy at all timis to receive communications from
friends, for insertion. Such communications should be addressed to THE
EDITOR, " Q . 0 ” Gazette, 50th Regiment, Edinburgh Castle, and should be
written on one side o f the paper only, the Name and Address of the Sender
being enclosed.

— w b c “ Queen’ s (Ohm” 6'a ^ct te : —
E d in b u r g h Castle, 1st January, 1879.

A NOTIIER. year has run its appointed course, and
^ lfc should form a subject of serious reflection with
us all, how we have spent its days, now passed away
for ever, whether we have wasted and frittered away
its fleeting hours, or whether we have improved the
time and used it aright. Each one’
s individual life
acts on others as well as himself, and it is in the
power of the most humble to do good to others by
his example. A quiet perseverance in well doing
brings its own reward. A new year, or new life, to
any of us, does not depend on seasons. A year is
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but 365 days, and may commence at any date, but
we and most civilized nations have fixed on the 1st
of January as the commencement of the New Year.
Let each and all determine, as far of in us lies, to
make this New Year a bright one, full of promise
for the future; let all enter into it with a good
healthy spirit, resolved to do their duty fearlessly and
honestly.
Form good resolutions and adhere to
them faithfully. Avoid intemperance and excess,
the fruitful source of so much crime ; make a deter
mination to be just and true in all your dealings, and
to speak the truth from your hearts, at all times
boldly and unreservedly. Act on these principles
and we can ensure you a bright and happy New Year,
which we trust our readers may realize and de
servedly enjoy.
As the fulfilment of these conditions is within the
power of all wo wish you all, our comrades m arms,
A H appy N ew Y ear.
On the 1st of January 1878 the Regiment was
still in the South of Ireland, Head-Quarters at Ivinsale, with Detachments at Bantry and Camden Fort,
Cork Harbour. On the 19th of February the route
arrived for Edinburgh, and on the 28th of that month
the Head-Quarters, under command of Colonel Lock,
marched out of Kinsale Barracks at daybreak, pro
ceeded to Cork by rail, and thence by river boats to
Queenstown, where they embarked on board H. M.
S. O rontes, Captain Seymour, for conveyance to
Greenock. The Bantry and Camden Detachments
embarked the same day— the Bantry lot having
arrived at Cork the previous day, where they were
accommodated in Barracks for the night.
The
Orontes left Queenstown the evening of the day of
embarkation, and after a good passage anchoredY^f
the “Tail of the Bank,”about a mile from Green irk
on the 2nd of March, The Regiment disembarked
on the morning of the 4th of March and proceeded
by rail to Edinburgh, taking over Quarters on arrival
at the Castle, where we have remained up to the
present date, with a small detached party of 1 Serjt.
and 5 Privates at Dundee, in charge of the Barracks
there. Towards the end of April our numbers were
considerably augmented by the arrival of the East
and West Kent Militia Reserves, and in the month
of May between two and three hundred men of the
Army Reserve joined our ranks, and the establish
ment of the Regiment was raised from 480 to 960
Privates. On the 15th of May we were called upon
to send a draft amounting to 169 N. C. Officers and
men to the 97th Regiment serving at Flalifax, Nova
Scotia. These men left Edinburgh by a late train,
aud travelling all night, embarked by Mail Steamer
from Liverpool. Previous to this, our numbers had
been reduced by volunteering to the 1st Army Corps.
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About 130 men volunteered, however only 02 all
picked men of good character, were accepted. The
Army and Militia Reserves left for their homes
towards thelatter part of July, being paid up to the 31st.
The Annual Inspection of the Regiment by Lieut.General Ramsay Stuart C. B., Commanding the
North British District, took place, at Edinburgh on
the 22nd and 23rd of August, when the Regiment
acquitted itself satisfactorily and the General ex
pressed his pleasure at the steadiness and general
appearance of the men under arms, as well as the
cleanliness and order of the Barrack rooms. On the
1st of October Major General R. Bruce took over
command of the District, and visited the Barracks and
saw the men on the 23rd of October. Notwithstand
ing the arrival of several drafts of recruits from
Maidstone during the year, and recruiting (rather
slack) at Head-Quarters, our numbers were much
below the strength all the autumn, and although
the establishment had been reduced to 540 Privates,
we were still 170 below our strength at the end of
November, when orders were received by all English
Sub-Districts to recruit for the 4-Gtli Brigade, and to
send such recruits to join the 50th. Since that date
we have received about 100, including 30 from our
Brigade Depot. The standard height for Infantry
was at the same time raised to 5ft. Gin., and as many
of the men coming in daily, principally from Carlisle
and Lichfield are strapping fellows of 5ft. 9in. and
over, we may expect to have a fine body of young
men in our ranks, if our numbers are filled up before
the standard is again lowered. But we are losing
our old soldiers fast.
A large number of 21 years
men with four and five Good Conduct badges com
plete their service this mouth, among them many
valuable and trustworthy N. C. Officers, whom we
can ill afford to spare. But others are springing up
to fill the vacant places, and we trust with credit to
themselves and the Regiment.
Three Captains have left us during the past year
on pension, under thejterms of the last Warrant, with
rank of Major— viz : Major C. R. King, Major W.
H. Barker, and Major W. Poste. Captain C. M.
Churchill appointed as Adjutant to W. K. Militia,
was seconded on the 20th of May, having filled
the appointment as Adjutant tojthe West Kent from
20th February. Captain Poste previous to his re
tirement took over a Musketry appointment at Hythe
on the 1st of March and held that post till the end
of November, retiring as Major on the 14th Decem
ber. Captain H. W. Phillips was appointed Acting
Paymaster in the Home District (on probation) on
the 2nd of September. The following promotions
and appointments have been gazetted during the
\ear ; Lt. H. W. Phillips promoted Captain and
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posted to D. Company. Lieut. J. Bromfield to be
Instructor of Musketry. Lieut, and Adjutant E. J.
Robinson promoted Captain, posted to B. Company.
Lieut. F. F. Johnson to be Adjutant. Three Second
Lieutenants have been gazetted to the Regiment:
Seed.-Lieut. A. L. Birch, Seed.-Lieut. O. J. Daniell,
and Seed.-Lieut J. S. Stewart; the latter Officer
has not yet joined since appointment.
On the 17th of July tlie Senior Major of the Regiment, Lieut.Colonel J. Thompson, met with a serious accident; his horse
falling with him in the Canongate broke the gallant Officer’
s right
leg. Ilis recovery was long and tedious, but we are happy to
state lie is now perfectly restored to health and strength. Lieut.Colonel Thompson is transferred to the 46th Brigade Depot at
Maidstone from this day, and will be replaced by Major A. E.
Fyler, now on Leave of Absence.
Helmets were due for the use of the Regiment on the 1st of
April, but the first issue of the new head-dress was not made till
the 23rd of June. The Regimental Sports came off at the Grange
Cricket'Ground, Edinburgh, ou the 2nd of October, and the day
being very fine, proved a great success and were well attended.
The Shooting of the Regiment was very good during the Annual
Course, a Figure of Merit of 111-41 having been attained. The
Reserves shot well throughout the ranges. A s the range of
Edinburgh only extends to 600 yards, 8-50 should be deducted
from the figuie to allow comparison with Corps firing up to 800
yards. This would leave a figure of Merit of 102-91, nearly a
point above the next best shooting Regiment in the District, and
a gain of six points over last year’
s fignre, which gave us a fairplace on the Army Roll.
Schoolmaster Palmer who joined us at Kinsale, left the R egi
ment on the loth of August on appointment to the 15th Hussars
in India. He was replaced by Schoolmaster Hamilton. Gun
Dr ill Practice was commenced on the 15th of October, and 50
Officers, Non-Commissioned Officers and men have been trained
so far. Good Conduct Medals were awarded during 1878 to
the following Non-Commissioned Officers and men: Color-Serjts.
Wain and Morrell, Serjt.-Inst-Musk. J. Beamish, Serjt. Dickens,
Ptes. G. Weston G. J a ob s and Skeels. We have lost the follow
ing soldiers by death during the year : Band-Serjeant M. Taylor,
Pte. J. Knight, and Pie. T. Ilillingworth (Depot).
Marriages both with and without leave have been numerous,
and a fair proportion of births have been registered. The deaths
among soldiers’children have been above the yearly average.
At the present moment we are b.low our establishment, four
Corpoials and eighty-six Privates.
W e regret to add that amongst our recruits there has been an
unusually large proportion of fraudulent enlisters, who being soon
discovered, have assisted in swelling our Court Martial returns to
threetimes their normal size. Such men greatly injure the respect
able class of young soldiers, many of whom have come to us, but
as we weed out the “Ne’
er do weels,” we must hope to get rid of
their evil influences.
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her Colonies occupies nearly a quarter; the second
line, one third the width of the first, and third lines
(Continued from our last Number.)
are devoted to painting and sculpture, (Beaux arts)
Q N crossing the bridge over the Seine, the visitor every nation having its own rooms. The whole of
finds himself in prettily laid out gardens with the third row is French, the avenue between the
ornamental water, fountains, rockeries, rustic Foreigners Section and that of Beaux aids is called
bridges, and ornamental buildings of various kinds, the “Street of Nations,” because every exit to this
s Section, has an orna
while towering over all, right in front, appears the avenue from the Foreigner’
mental
entrance,
intended
to
illustrate the architec
vast pile of the Exhibition. The first building we
ture
of
the
nation
whose
products
are within.
come to on the right is sure to attract a soldier’
s
England
has
four
such
entries
:
the
first
represents
attention : it is the Ambulance Department. Hero
an ambulance railway train is shown of about a a wooden house covered with overlapping tiles,
dozen carriages with every possible convenience, but having the appearance of brick, the second is a
capable of carrying only a very limited number. beautifully executed reproduction of a small English
There was a model of a Hospital Ward, another of a house of the sixteenth century— this is the entry to
field hospital under a hospital marquee, and several the Prince of Wales’Pavilion : the third is Gothic,
varieties of field ambulances not very dissimilar to and the fourth represents an English cottage orn6.
to describe ail the foreign
our own— one alone of these calls for a description. It would be impossible
1
F>
entrances,
but
the
reader
may fancy the effect of a
This was an ingenious plan for converting an ordin
ary four-wheeled waggon into an ambulance, by street in which every house is of a different architec
placing two poles— which could be cut anywhere— ture, varying from the palatial marble of Italy, to the
across, so as to rest on the sides of the waggon about quaintly picturesque styles of Persia and Japan. I
six feet apart, from which numbers of ordinary shall only have space to call attention to the most
stretchers could be hung, by four strong coiled wire remarkable of the products ; I may remark generally
springs, with a hook at each end, one hook going however, that England appeared to carry off the palm
over the pole, while the other held up a corner of the for painting and glass, Italy for sculpture, France
stretcher. The play of the coiled wire spring is for ornamental objects— France was also very strong
supposed to act in the same way as the spring of a in machinery— China and Japan excelled in painted
carriage, to counteract the jolting : the waggon held screens, fans, &c.: Russia and Norway in furs. The
two rows of stretchers. The next object of interest Bohemian glass, and one large picture belonging to
we come to is a Spanish cottage, the whole interior Austria also found many admirers, but Germany was
of which appeared to be formed of bottles of many not represented.
Among the English Colonies, the Indian presents
colours most artistically arranged.
It required
to
the Prince of Wales occupied a large portion of
patience to force your way through the crowd that
the
space allotted. I must particularize among these
was always there, to the inner room, but once there
a
beautifully
executed silver throne; in this depart
you were rewarded. There were variegated columns
ment
also,
the
state dress of one of our Indian
of bottles, walls, ceiling, windows, and a sort of
chandelier pendant from the ceiling, were all bottles potentates, covered with gold and jewels was shown.
of wine, and as the sun shone through the clear Two of the Australian Colonies exhibited large gilded
golden liquid contained in the bottles that formed obelisks, which were intended to represent the exact
the window, and part of the chandelier, a wonder bulk of gold exported from them. The pavilion
fully beautiful effect was produced. Passing then by presented to the Prince of Wales, consisted of a
a rustic bridge over a piece of ornamental water, and dining room of carved oak handsomely furnished,
leaving the gigantic bronze head and neck, designed the large table in the centre was kept laid with the
to commemorate the Franco American Alliance, on handsome gold plate dinner service and glass pre
our left, we march straight on to the Exhibition, of sented with it; there was also a handsomely furnished
the plan of which I will now give a slight sketch. withdrawing room at one end, and a small court
Imagine five very long lines of buildings—the two with a fountain at th§ other. The outer wall is
outer are irregular, used as restaurants, &c.,— the covered with specimens of different kinds of orna
mental tiles, and there are rooms upstairs which are
three centre of a somewhat similar construction to
not shown. In the Glass Department, three pieces
that of the Crystal Palace, but all three lines con of wonderfully carved glass were exhibited, as far as
nected at the ends, and a dome at each corner and I remember, the prices of these were—£800, £500,
in the centre. The first of these lines on the right and £200 respectively. In the Department of Fin0
is the Foreigner’
s Section, of which England and Aids, the paintings of Firth and Millais seemed to
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attract most attention, -the former’
s celebrated
picture of the Derby Day being exhibited in France
for the first time. The sculpture of Italy was very
artistic, many of the statues being even more beautiful
than the fairy forms of life that they idealized, there
were also some very fine Florentine mosaics. The
French departments occupied about half the exhibi
tion, a large proportion being taken up by machinery.
There was an interesting plan of a coal mine—
according to scale, the men were three inches high—
the visitors coidd pass through the centre of it by a
small staircase to the top, which represented the
surface of the earth; here all the buildings and
machinery were exactly modelled, while all the
workings in the mine and the whole strata of the
earth between the lowest working and the surface
could be examined en-route. France exhibited a
caravan carriage, containing a bed room and sitting
room, sx) beautifully furnished, that one couldn’
t
wish for more comfortable quarters ; a large part of
the French department was also taken up in decora
tive furnishings; three sides, representing a room,
lying partitioned off and furnished. I noticed that the
Grand Prize, and the Legion of Honor was gained
by one of these, purporting to be a Lady’
s bed room.
It was furnished with great taste, even to the rose,
supposed to have been left carelessly on the'table; but it
struck me as being an easy way to win the Cross of
the Legion of Honor, especially as there was no limit
to the cost of the furniture : I inquired the price of
an ebony cabinet in one of these rooms and was told
£ 800.
One department that was an especial favourite,
was the saloon of works, where the actual process of
manufacturing different articles was carried out.
This was the only department permitted to sell their
goods before the close of the Exhibition : in one
place diamonds were being polished, and gold rings
set with small ones, were in ing sold for forty or
fifty francs; in another, meerschaum pipes were
being carved. There was also a good deal of printing
going on, especially chromo-lithography and printing
in oils. Persian carpets were being made and many
other things too numerous to mention. I must not
conclude this paper without some mention of the
restaurants. There were restaurants of all nations,
each adhering strictly to its own national cookery,
and wine or beer, so that you could breakfast on the
Italian system, lunch on the German or Russian, and
dine on the French, all within a few yards of one
another. One of these restaurants was noticeable
f°r a band of Tyrolese Singers, whose peculiar style
°f singing was greatly admired.
I must not omit to mention the Gigantic Lottery also, which
was g y Up hy the Government, with the twofold object of

I
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encouraging art exhibitors, by purchasing at a good price the best
works, and also to assist poor people in the provinces, who could
not otherw ise afford it, to go to Paris and see the Exhibition ;
one third of the amount subscribed was to be devoted to this
purpose. 1 understand that several million tickets were sold at
one franc each. In conclusion I must ask for the reader’
s indul
gence for the many other interesting objects I have been com
pelled to pars over without nolico, as I think I may fairly say the
Great French Exhibition lias surpassed anything of the kind yet
attempted, and all who have had the luck to visit it, will, I am
sure, join with me in congratulating the French on their success.
A. F.

ANECDOTES OF THE 50TH REGIMENT.
THE 50t h AT FEROZESHAH .
TGtARLY on the morning of the third day after Moodkee, we
J -J were served out with two day’
s rations, that is, two pounds
of boiled buffalo, and about the same weight of Elephant cake, or
damper; the march was 12 miles in fighting array— which was
quite enough in that formation,—in the afternoon we found our
selves in rear of another line, but more to the right, a little Artil
lery fire was going on nearly a mile in front. After a while we
advanced until the first line got pretty hotly engaged ; Colonel
Petit was riding on in front until a ball or two passed over or
through the Regiment; he then dismounted and gave his horse
in charge of the Syce, at the same time coolly lighting a chee root
and p issing leisurely i.i rear of theRegt, That cheroot could never
have been half smoked before we were in the midst of the enemy's
guns— a mine was sprung, which impresses Ferozeshah on my
mind to the present day, but if it was inteuded for our benefit, it
was fired five minutes too soon. When we got among the tents
several skins of w .ter lay temptingly on the ground; our Officers
at once ripped them up with their swords, they told us the con
tents miglr be poisoned, but that was not the real m otive; the
guns were passed certainly, but the work was not finished, and
the rush for water would have thrown the ranks into confusion.
After the Great Village was thoroughly taken, Sir Harry Smith
got the 50th together, and in the middle of them went through a
lane, on the side of.which were sitting a large number of children,
women and old men, the latter not forgetting to show their grey
hea Is and beards. When the General’
s object was accomplished
he brought us back to the great quadrangle as it was called. We
were in the midst of the enemy’
s standing camp, and nearly every
man provided himself with a bundle of “loot,”consisting chiefly
of calico wearing apparel; in one very large tent the poles were
encased with silver, some men in trying to get it off, brought t! e
whole fabric down about their ears, some confusion arose and a
few accidents followed. Then the tents caught fire, or were set
on fire purposely. When total darkness set in, Sir Harry Smith
was with our square and remained all night, to have moved away
ten yards would have been certain deatli; the first disturber was a
monster piece of ordnance which kept booming at short interva's.
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Percentage j
not
Exercised. ;

Numbers ;
Exercised, j

Figure
of
Merit.

Order
of
Merit.

it was not very near us, nor pointed in our direction, but still it was
proud position, if next year we could not only be at
the top of the List of the District, but in the Army,
annoying, and some men even asked the General if, they might
and we should try to make it hard work for any who
g o and stop i t ; the answer was “No.” Some of our own fellows
figure
than ours in the ensuing
said “They have taken a big gun and are having a game with it” wish to score a higher
O
O
tD
course.
— it was afterwards captured by the 80th Regiment. Then was
heard the tramp of horses, and the square sprung into position to
4-3
fl
resist cavalry; Sir Ilarry implored us not to fire as he thought it
0)
g
R em a rk s.
was our own Light Dragoons; we did not fire but some other
To
(D
square did, and shortly after fired into us. The compliment was
Ph
returned, but Sir Harry declared it was a mistake and we were
j Range only 600yds gives
1
50th 111-41
firing on our own troops. “Sound ‘
God save the Queen,’” said
448 1-10
1advantage of 8.V points.
79th 102-07
2
he : it was sounded, but at the conclusion a volley would bejpoured
519 1-33
11th 91-63
into our square; then he tried the “Roast Beef,” with the same
3
436 2-46
result. At last we were told to lay down flat; Colonel Ryan
4
31st
358
91.05
•83
CO
4-3
said he would warrant that not a man had been hit, but from seve
49th
89 93
5
726
•41
ral quarters he was told to the contrary. Just the same thing' was
6 106th 85-69
466 1-06
JD
V)
a,
going on all over the field and lasted until daybreak, when we
96th 79-04
7
661 2-65
D
=
LiJ
c
were instantly withdrawn. It was found out afterwards that it
>—t
rJ:
was not Regiments firing on their own men, but that several of
District
9211 3614 1-4J
6-81
7.11
16-61
the euemy’
s battalions had rallied, and in the darkness had taken
______
up position among our people. The next day was a day of battle
Best Shot, P r iv a t e II. B a t e s , 31st Regiment— 195 points.
from beginning to end ; the Army was thrown out in line to cover
Best Company, II C o m pa n y 50m It h ot . ; Figureof Merit— 12379.
the captured village and guns. The tactics of the Seiks were— to
(Signed.) A. MOBERLY, Capt.
to advance their Cavalry, 30,000 strong, (the number seems in
D. A. A. G. for Musketry,
credible, but that appears in the despatch.) This movement
Edinburgh,
JsT. B.
would compel Regiments to rush into square, then the horsemen
13th December, 1878
would open out for their Artillery, which would pound away until
they were tired, the same thing happening half-a-dozen times in
SCOTCH CANNIENESS.”
the course of the day ; although many shots came very near, only
one struck us, when the number cf casualties were fifteen. Once,
J^/TIEN the City of Glasgow Bank failed they sent
Sir Harry, taking refug'e in our square, his horse fired a musket
telegrams to all their branches to “Close doors
which shot our Adjutant, Lieut Mullen, through the foot. All
and stop payments. This telegram came to a little
night we moved about in silence and lost all our plunder, (the
village in Fife, where the office was kept by an “old
Commander-iu-Chief was changing his front). The next day,
body ” who had some money in the Bank. She
December 23rd, was much the same until noon, when all was quiet,
read the message, put it in her pocket and off to the
and in the evening we got what was heartily welcome— something
Bank, when the following dialogue between her and
Z3

to eat and drink.

"W. B o n d .

DISTRICT RIFLE PRACTICE.
rilH E result, of the Annual Course of Musketry in
"*“the District, as furnished by the D. A. A. General
of Musketry, is published for the information of the
Regiment, whose members will be glad to find that
we bead the list for the year 1878, even after deduct
ing the points, which it is estimated, our firing being
only up to 600 yards, should on that score be sub
tracted from our Figure of Merit. We have lost
many men who contributed to that satisfactory
scoring, but we trust that our recruits will next year
show what they really can do, and that the young
50th will not degenerate, either with regard to
shooting, drill, or general behaviour. It would be a

the clerk took place. “I was just wanting out that
little bit tie money of mine, I fancy you can give me
it.” “Oh yes,” proceeding to count out notes.
“But I would like gowd if you have it.” “Oh yes,
but our notes are are as good as gold.” “A y e aye
that may be, but I like gowd.” So having got gold,
she put it in her pocket, adding, “And here is a
little bit message I have got for you,”giving him the
telegram and coming away.
A sea captain invited to meet the committee of a
Society for the Evangelization of Africa, when asked
“Do the subjects of the King of Dahomey keep Sun
day r” replied, “Yes, and everything e ls e they can
lay hands on.”
Why was Adam the swiftest runner in the world?
Because he was the first in the human race.
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and still takes such an interest in, will not soon be
forgotten.
On the afternoon in Question, the
the occasion of the last School Examination, children belonging to the Regiinentand many others,
'Uiekl at Edinburgh Castle, the following Certifi repaired to the place appointed about 4 p .m., and
cates of Education were obtained
were first regaled with a most excellent tea, to which
Second Class - - 9
they— we need hardly say— did ample credit. When
Third Class
- - - 14
tea was over, all adjourned to the large room on the
Fourth Class - - - 37
second floor, which was tastefully decked out with
flags and evergreens, while at one end stood the
Total— CO
Christmas Tree, with its branches bending under the
The Schools were closed for the Christmas H oli accumulated load of bright little presents— many of
days on the 22nd of December, and will be re-opened them not only pretty but useful—and in front of this
on the 12th of January 1879.
a long table stretched across the room, covered with
a tempting display of fruits, oranges, and sweets,
At an Inspection of a School in Lancashire in the neatly packed in clean muslin bags, or in long oldmonth of August, 1877, a Preston boy read the fashioned purses of the same transparent material,
following lines of Pope:—
closed with rings of sugar of different bright colours.
“Happy the man whose wish and care,
The children, who all appeared intensely happy,
A few paternal acres bound;
amused themselves with various games, after which
Content to breathe his native air,—they sang together, according to their own fancy,
In his own ground,”
rather a medley of songs, sacred and semi-comic —
“What,”asked the Inspector, “is meant by ‘his such as “Old King Cole,” followed* by “Onward
native air’? ” The intelligent boy promptly replied— Christian Soldiers,” After they had sung to their
hearts’content, some ladies kindly took their seats
“The ’
air of his own ’
ead.”
at the piano, and the little ones, with a few ladies
assisting, stood up in two long lines for “Sir Roger
CHILDREN’S FESTIVAL AT THE
de Goverley,”which they danced till tired, tramping
SOLDIERS HOME.
round and round in ogreat glee.
One of Mr. Grino
s boys was good enough to take the part of “01 I
0 H R IST M A S is especially a time for rejoicing for sell’
children. Shops and Bazaars in every town Father Christmas,”and, dressed in alongrobe,flecked
throuirhout
the Kingdom—even
in Scotland where with imaginary snow, leaning on a knotted staff, with
o
O
the day is not kept— are full of bright little articles, a fine snowy head of hair, garlanded with holly, and
dolls of all sizes and prices, toys from Id. to fabulous a long white beard, caused great amusement to the
amounts, and the greater part.of Christmas novelties children. He had an infinite' variety of Christmas
displayed, are certainly for children’
s amusement and Cards, one of which was handed to each applicant.
enjoyment.
The Christmas Tree, first imported Colonel and Mrs. Lock, Lt.-Colonel and Mrs. Leach,
S, and the Misses Grinsell, as well as many ladies
from Germany, has now become a fixed national Mi’
institution, and round its well lit branches, from from Edinburgh, attended to witness the happy scene.
which depend treasures of untold value, children One Lady visitor most kindly performed some very
everywhere crowd in a happy throng, admiring clever conjuring feats, and as a shower of sweets was
its wonders, and awaiting the moment, when its the result of her dexterous sleight of hand, her per
coveted adornments shall be stripped and distributed formances were viewd with much interest and delight.
Fruit- and sweets were next- distributed, and the tree despoiled
to the eagerly expectant little ones
Mrs. Millar; a kind and well known lady of Edin of its glories, which were carried off to their homes, by the
burgh, deputed her daughter this year, (according, children who had enjoyed such a treat, as will not soou pass from
we are told, to usual custom) to invite the whole of their recollection. Then came the scramble home over the frozen
the children connected with the Garrison, to a tea slippery hill, and down the dangerous steps to their rooms in
a,jd entertainment at the Soldier's’Home, on the Johnston Terrace; but we heard of no accidents, and we may
27th of December 1878. Of Miss Millar’
s connec feel sure that sleep came quickly to many a tired but thoroughly
tion with that establishment, we have had reason to happy little soldier’
s child that night.
makemention beforethis. She has shown her kindness
T he 9th of January has been fixed as the date on which the
to Soldiers’families in many useful ways, for which
Annual Regimental School Treat and distribution of presen’
s
they must feel deeply grateful to her, and the good should take place. The amount allowed to be taken from the
"ork siie has so cordially devoted herself to, and Canteen Fund for this purpose, will permit of the issue of extra
^hich we understand her mother before her took, coals to families during severe weather.
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CHRISTMAS DAY.
Q N O W bad been lying deep for three weeks, with
ii frost of unusual intensity, and when Christmas
morn dawned the weather was what is considered
seasonable— with snow crisp under our feet as we
inarched to Church. The day is not kept in Scotland
as throughout the rest of the United Kingdom; the
shops with rare exceptions were open, and business
seemed going on as usual. Large gangs of the
“Unemployed” were at work clearing the streets,
and carting away the snow which had been heaped
up on each side of the roadways. The Soldiers in
the Castle had made considerable preparations in the
way of decorating the Barrack rooms. Taking ad
vantage of the frosty weather, the Commanding
Officer had ordered a cask, packed with fifty-one
geese and two turkeys from Kinsale, as an agreeable
addition to the ordinary dinners, and these arrived
in a light cart from the baker, all cooked and smok
ing, just in time for the first dinner drum. Com
pany’
s Cooks had prepared roast beef and mighty
plum puddings, which latter were carried off to the
different messes, tied up in cloths steaming in the
frosty air. At length all was ready, the second
drum sounded, and the Commanding Officer, accom
panied by the Captain of the day, went round the,
Companies’Rooms, where the Company Officers
were waiting for his arrival. Colonel Lock visited
the rooms of all the Companies, and finding the men
at their meal with happy good humoured faces, wished
each mess A Happy Christmas, addressing each
Company in a few words of kindly advice. The
dinners were most satisfactory, with exception of one
Company, who ruefully pointed to tins full of a dark
coloured soupy looking compound, black with good
fruit, which represented their pudding. B. Com
pany and the Band and Drums made the greatest
show, but they had the advantage of having good
spacious Barrack rooms. Their tables were well
laid out with nice clean cloths, and everything C om m e
H faut. The decorations of B. Company were par
ticularly tasteful.
The whole Company dined
together at two long tables, while on a side table
was prettily laid out a very nice dessert. Evergreens
and devices in coloured paper adorned the walls,
which also bore the names of the battles on our
Colours, cleverly arranged, and lighted up from
behind, as a kind of transparency.
HOGMANAY.
■JTEW Y EA R ’
S EYE is known in Scotland by the
^ remarkable name of Hogmanay, a strange title,
the origin of which is doubtful even to the Scotch

GA ZETTE,

themselves. Some derive the terra from an Ice
landic word signifying “The time for the slaughter
of sacrifices.” Others trace its origin from one of
the festivals of the Druids, which took place on the
10th of March, the eve of their New Year, while by
some the name is derived from the French expression
at Christmas—•
“Au gui meuer,”

To bring or go to the mistletoe; and this latter
derivation seems probable, if we consider the sound
of the well known Scotch lines—
“Hogmanay,
Trollolay,
Give us your white bread
And none of your gray.”

which jingle seems to be taken from the words sung
by the mummers in France—
Au gui mener,
Tire-lira,
Maint du blanc,
E t poin' du bas.

Hogmanay also inaugurated what the Scotch called
the “daft days, corresponding to the French “Fete
des Fous.”
With the present number, our Gazette enters upon
its Third Volume, and we hope that it may long
continue to exist as a Regimental paper, and that
many more such volumes may yet be completed.
When the Gazette was yet in its infancy, an Officer,
who had left the Regiment many years before, paid
us a visit at Ship Street Barracks, Dublin. He re
quested his name might be put down on the list of
Subscribers, and insisted on paying in advance his
Subscription for Four Years!! This was encourag
ing to the Editor and his Staff, and they felt them
selves bound to shew that the confidence thus reposed
in them was not misplaced, but that the four years
paid for in such simple trust, should witness the
regular issue of our Monthly print. The four years
expired on the -31st December 1878.
By permission of the Commanding Officer, the
Serjeants, 50th Regiment, gave another Dance in the
Castle on the 27th of December, which was kept up
with great spirit till 1 a .m .
On account of the deep snow and consequent bad
state of the roads, Route Marching was not practised
during the latter part of last month.
Lieut.-Colonel Thompson has been transferred to
the 46th Brigade Depot at Maidstone from 1st. Inst.,
being relieved by Major A. E. Fyler, whose two
years’service with the Depot have expired.
P r in te d b y W. H. T aylor, at th e R e g im e n ta l P re ss
fo r C ir cu la tio n in th e R egim en t.
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JANUARY.

2nd. Route Marching.
6th. A Squad commenced a Course of Instruc
tion in Gun Drill; examined and dismissed on the
15th December.
,,
Route Marching.
9th. Regimental School Treat.
16th. A Squad commenced a Course of Instruction
in Gun Drill.
24th. Serjeants’Quadrille Party.
I jD g t m n i t a l ( S a jc t h .
P R O M O T IO N S A N D

A P P O IN T M E N T S .

T o b e Serjeant. L ce.- S erjt J. P arry, (Depot.)
To be L a n ce-S erjea n t. Corpl. E. M oss, H. C om pan y.
T o b e L a n ce- C o rp o ra ls. P r iv a te s J B utters, B. C om pa n y,
P. B arber a n d J. M a rch a n t D. C om pa n y, T. F u r e y A. C o m 
pany, F. A llen B. C om p a n y , a n d F. B a rrett H. C om p a n y .
To be D ru m m er. Pte. W. S u m m e r h a y e s F. C om pan y.
TRA N SFERS.

Six Volunteers called for from the Regiment to
join the 78th H ighlanders; 83 volunteered, four of
whom were rejected as unfit for service abroad. The
following six men were selected by the Approving
Field Officer on the 28th of January.
C orporals EL D y e r C. C om p a n y , J. S h ea rs A. C om p a n y ,
Privates J. W a d e E. C om p a n y , E. E l y D. C om pa n y, A.
B everly H. C om p a n y , a n d W. S h e lto n F. Com pan y.
To the D epot. P r iv a te E. A s h b e e G. Com pany.
To
th e F ir s t C la ss A r m y
R eserve.
P riv a te s D.
Jeffery and H. B u r r id g e G, C om pa n y, and J. C o o m b e s E.
Company.
D IS C H A R G E S .
,
co m p le tio n o f 21 y e a r s S ervice.
Col.-Serjeant J.
Beavfs*' ® er'lea jlt W. T a y lo i’ P r iv a te s A. P ry k e a n d W.
B IR T H S .
D ecem ber 27th, at E d in b u rg h , th e w ife o f Serjean t A. M ain
■H-Company, o f a son.

[Price

T

w open ce.

Jan uary 2nd, at E d in bu rgh , th e w ife o f S erjea n t W, D a w 
so n A. C om pany, o f a daughter.
Jan uary 22nd, at E d in bu rgh , th e w ife o f Corpl. J. M cCann o n o f a son.
D E A T H —January 2nd, at E d in bu rgh , P riv a te D. M itch e ll
G. C om pan y, o f Pneum onia.

Leave of Absence was granted to the undermen
tioned Officers during the month :
C o lo n e l A. C. K. L ock, from 1st F eb ru a ry to 14th M arch.
Bt.-Lt.-Colonel E. L each, fro m 27th J an u ary to 14th
March,

The undermentioned Officers rejoined from Leave
of Absence during the month :
M a jor A. E. Fyler, L ieuts. J. B rom field, J. W. Jones, an d
Secd.-Lieut. A. L. Birch.
S U B S C R IP T I O N S A C K N O W L E D G E D .
M a jo r F. L ock , a n d Mr. R. H. L an gston , to 30th A p ril
1880.
Mr. J. M o tt to 31st D e ce m b e r 1880.
C a ptain L e e to 31st Ju ly 1880M a jor C. R. King, Serjt. Inst. M u sk e try F ran klin, an d
C olor-S erjean t Wain, to 31st Jan uary 1880.
Mrs. H am ley, Mr. O ’
Reilly, Mr. B u ck ley, C a p ta in W a tson ,
M a jor Falkner, Q uarter M aster S e rje a n t M alone, R e v d F.
A rnold, C aptain Turner, a n d Lieut. S o o te to 31st D e c e m b e r
1879.

Authority dated 23rd January has been received for
the payment of £93 10s. as prizes for good shooting
and Judging distance. For Target Practice:—
Fikst Ppize was awarded to Bandsman Jennings, the Best
Shot in the Battalion. Eight Prizes of £2 10s., and forty-three
of £1.
For Judging Distance:— Eight Prizes of £1, and
thirty-five of 1 0 s.

Eighty other men received the Marksman’
s Badge,
and the Serjeants of H. Company the honorary dis
tinction of badges for Best Shooting Company.
Badges to be taken into wear from this day, 1st
February.
E r r a t u m . —In page 12, second column, twelfth
tom, for Rokey read R o k e b y .

lin e
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TOTAL ABSTINENCE SOCIETY.
N the evening of the 16th of January, a meeting took place
the School Room, Edinburgh Castle, the object being to
resuscitate the Temperance Cause in the 50ih “Queen’
s Own ”
Regiment. The meeting was presided over by the old President
Major Doran, who with Serjeant Dawson as Treasurer, and Pte.
Jacobs as Secretary were again duly elected, together with a
Committee of four members : Lce.-Serjeaut Leak, Lce.-Corporal
Butchers, Lce.-Corporal Howard and Private Murray. With such
a staff it is to be hoped that it will go on and prosper. The pro
ceedings were opened in the manner which has always been

o
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observed, namely, by reading a portion of G od’
s Word, and a
petition for His blessing, without which nothing- prospers. The
evils and the miserable results from intemperance were dwelt upon
in a short address, and young soldiers especially im ited to enrol
themselves as pledged members.
The oOlh “Queen’
s Own ”
Total Abstinence Society was first established in the year 1865
in New Zealand, with the sanction and hearty concurrence of
Major General Weare C. B., who was then in command of the
Regiment. On the removal of the Head-Quarters to Sylney,
New South Wales, Lieut.-General Sir Richard Waddy K. C. B.,
then in his fifteenth year of Command, quite approved of the
Society, and several Non-Commissioned Officers and Privates
became Total Abstainets during the stay of the Corps in Australia
On the return of the Regiment to Old England, some of these
of these obtained their discharge, aud settling in the Colony are
now doing well, and it would be strange were it otherwise, ns it
is a notorious fact that three quarters of the crime in the Army,
proceeds directly or indirectly from the effects of strong drink.
Our present Commanding Officer, Colonel Lock is an advocate of
the Temperance cause, and wishes it all success in his Regiment,
Those who become 'Total Abstainers are simply avoiding a
temptation which has proved aud is daily proving the destruction
of thousands. At the termination of the meeting, two handsome
Bibles, the gift of our kin 1 friend the Revd. William Daunt,
Rector of Kinsale, were presented to Charles Donnelly and Charles
Leak, for the ability with which they had on several occasions
given Temperance Recitations. Thirteen names were then signed
iu the Total Abstinence Pledge Book, but these were mostly
old Abstainers. All are invited to join this good cause. A
nominal subscription of twopence per month will be charged to
each member, and a meeting will be held fortnightly in the School
Room iu the Castle. Due notice of such meetings will invariably
be given.
T h o s e w is h in g t o b e c o m e S u b sc r ib e r s to th e G azette,
s h o u ld fo r w a r d th eir N a m e s a n d A d d resse s, w ith a m o u n t
o f S u b sc r ip tio n t o CoL-Serjt. W m . G oss, O r d e r ly R o o m
Clerk, 50th R egim en t, T h e Castle, E d in b u rg h .
(We shall be most happy at all times to receive communications from
friends, for insertion. Such communications should be addressed to THE
EDITOR, “Q. 0 ” Gazette, 50th Regiment, Edinburgh Castle and should be
written on one side of the paper only the Name and Address of the Sender
being enclosed.

,

,

— : d i e “ Queen’ s Q h i n ” 6 n ; e t t c : —
E d in b u r g h Castle, 1st F ebru a ry, 1879:

J F we look around us in the world, we cannot fail
to see numerous striking instances of success in
life; we may notice in every community, men, who
from humble commencements have raised themselves
to high positions; and the secret by which such
success may have been attained, is surely worthy our
consideration. All long to he successful, yet but
few strive for the accomplishment of this desirable
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object. The goal is attainable alone by steady per
severance, by work often hard— wearying, oft-times
devoid of excitement, and attracting hut little notice.
Work, continued it may he for months, for years, yet
never flashing,
o o O' can alone ensure deserved success;1
otherwise gained it will prove illusory and deceptive:
to be permanent it must he earned by the sweat of
man’
s face. We must help ourselves if wo expect
help, and must put our shoulders to the wheel, and
make an earnest endeavour before we can hope to
succeed. In every rough block of marble there lies
the shapely- statue; the artist’
s labour and skill
are exercised in removing the superfluities, until it
stands in all its marvellous beauty before you ; so in
the uncarved fortunes of every man there is a path
which leads to success, but labour and perseverance
can alone discover it. When one acts up to his duty
his life must be a success, otherwise it is a failure.
The success may not be a brilliant one, but is none
the less real, if realized with a clear conscience. A
soldier who at the end of a good and faithful service,
retires into private life with a good character—
honestly earned—and a pension sufficient— not to
support him in idleness, but to add materially to his
comfort, may be said so far to have made his worldly life
a success. He can then make a fresh start, and by
a continuance of good conduct, may reasonably hope
to better his position every year he may be spared.
Our young soldiers, who remain now so brief a time
with their Regiment, should try and look upon their
short six years as a period of probation, during which
they have many, ad vantages by which they may, if
they are only so disposed, so far improve themselves
as to join ths Reserves, far better men, and far more
useful members of society, than when they first
joined the ranks as “ra w ” recruits. Their future
life must depend, to a great measure, on t lie extent
to which they have availed themselves of the many
"opportunities they have had of improvement while
serving with the Colours. One of the most common
causes of failure, is a grumbling discontented spirit;
a foolish notion that if one was only in different
circumstances all would go well, that it is impossible
to do right in the position in which one finds himself,
and such like rubbish. Alter such a one’
s surround
ings, place him in an entirely different position, and
he would have the same complaint, with just as
much reason, or rather want of reason. It is not
always those with the greatest opportunities that
are the most successful. The most brilliant careers
have often emerged from the lowliest sources. Men
who originally enlisted as private soldiers have ere
this gained high Military rank and command, while
others have earned for themselves well merited dis
tinction in other paths.
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Amongst the names of those British Soldiers who
have been must successful as civilians, that of
William Oobbett is perhaps the best, known. Some
among us may not know his history : He was born
at Fatmham near Aldershot, the son of a small
farmer ; he enlisted in an Infantry Regiment, and a
very ignorant recruit he was, but he paid attention to
his military duties, and tried to improve himself in
his leisure hours by studying the elements of a very
ordinary education. When on sentry, after he had
learned the orders of his post, he used to try and
impress the elementary rules of Grammar on his
memory, by repeating them to himself a great many
times. He attended so well to his duties that byand-bye he was made Serjeant-Major of his Regiment.
After he left the Service he began to write a great
many books, amongst others, French and English
Grammars. His ambition was to get into Parlia
ment, and in 18G2 he was returned for Oldham, but
the late Parliamentary hours didn’
t suit him— he
had been accustomed all his life to go to bed at 9
p.M., and get up at 4 a.m.— his health gave way, and
he died in 18-3o. What he has done others can do;
it is easier to get into Parliament now than it was
then, and our Soldiers have a great many more
educational advantages now than they had 50 years
ago. We noticed in the newspapers that Serjeant
Egan of the Royal Engineers has passed the ex
amination for B. A. at the Cape University, and that
he had obtained honours in literature. When the
degree was conferred upon him on the 13th of De
cember last year, his appearance was the signal for
great applause, and in addressing the new Bachelor
of Arts, the Vice Chancellor congratulated him on
the distinguished position he had attained. There
is an interesting little book, pubhshed the other day ;
it. is written bv S. Smiles, and though entitled “Life
of Thomas Edward a Scotch Naturalist, Associate
of the Linnean Society, &c., &c.,”it is in reality the.
life of a British Soldier. It is to be hoped that the
book may help in being the means of obtaining a
pension for its hero, who is still alive and working
at his trade of a shoemaker. Thomas Edward was
born in 1814, his father was a Private in the Fifeshire
Militia, into which Regiment Thomas himself, when he
was
TV• old enough,
O 1enlisted,' and afterwards into the 60th
Rifles. Even when quite young he had a great fancy
for animals of all sorts, and more particularly for
insects and birds. Rising early and staying up late,
lying out in the cold to watch their habits, made him
strong and sturdy, and not easily beaten by difficul
ties. When quite a youth he walked from Aberdeen
to see an Uncle at. Kettle in Fife, a distance of 100
miles, with only 7d. in his pocket, that being a Id.
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for the bridge at Montrose, and 6d. to get over the
Tay at Dundee. An amusing story is told of him,
that shortly after joining the Fife Militia, when
Military regulations were but imperfectly impressed
upon his mind, he suddenly rushed from the ranks
when at Recruit’
s drill, ran frantically after abutterfly, which he knew to be a very rare one, and which
he ultimately caught. We can understand the stolid
Drill Serjeant and all his comrades thinking he had
suddenly gone hopelessly mad. After he gave up
soldiering he worked as he is still doing— as a shoe
maker. When trade was bad, he exhibited part of
his collection in Aberdeen, and people of distinction
in the neighbourhood came to see his specimens and
were anxious to have the worthy shoemaker as their
guest, and hear his stories about Natural History.
By-and-bye he had honours thrust upon him, but he
never became rich. His life reminds one of Burns’
song, where he says—
“Though to be rich was not my wish, yet to be great
[was charming 0 ;
In many a way, in vain essay, I courted Fortune’
s
[favour 0 ;
Some cause unseen still stept between.” . . . .

In 1866 lie was elected a member of the Linnean
Society, a few months afterwards a member of the
Aberdeen Natural Society, and in 1867 of the Glas
gow Natural Society. Edward is a man of genius :
men of less heart or mind might have succeeded
better and gathered more money.
He writes in
June 1875: “Here I am still on the Old Boards,
doing what little I can with the aid of my well worn
kit to maintain myself and family. I can still ap
preciate and admire as much as ever the beauties and
wonders of nature &c.” Ah ! many will say, to do
what he has done requires a lot of money to get
specimen boxes &c. No such thing; Edward has
2,000 specimens in 200 cases, all of which he made
himself, with no other instruments than a shoemaker’
s
kidfe, hammer and saw.
He says— “You mav
likely wonder at what I have been able to do, with no
one to help me and few to encourage me— many have
wondered ; the only answer I can give to such is, I
had the will to do what little I have accomplished.”
This tempts one to quote the old New Zealand song,
“Where there’
s a will there’
s a way,
W e’
ve often heard the old Folks say.”

A very true saying, and one all should bear in
mind, who may wish to attain success. Our Soldiers
of the present day have opportunities for improvement
that neither Cobbett nor Edward possessed.
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probably within the Chapel of St. Margaret. From
this time Edinburgh Castle appears to have become
A most interesting lecture was delivered at the
a permanent Royal residence.
Soldiers’Home on the 6th of January by Captain
On the capture of William the Lion by Henry I.
Roderick MacKenzie, subject— Edinburgh Castle— of of England at the Kittle of Alnwick in 1174, Edin
which we shall attempt to give a slight sketch. The burgh Castle and three other fortresses, hostages,
lecturer alluded to the early history and traditions and a large sum of money were handed over as ran
respecting the Castle Rock, carrying his audience som for the King. The Castle thus remained in the
back to tiie year 994 B.C. wdien in the reign ot Ebran- hands of the English for twelve years, when it was
cus, a British Prince, there is said -to have been a again restored as a portion of the Dowry of Ermen“dun,”or fortress on a rock. As a post of vantage garde, cousin of Henry II., on her marriage to
or outlook, it seems probable that such a command William. In 1291 on the disputed succession to the
ing situation would be occupied as soon as the sur Scottish throne, Edward I. removed many of the
rounding country became peopled. Its earliest name national records from the Castle, where they had
was in Gaelic, Magh-dun, or the fort of the plain, been deposited in 1250 by Alexander III. Edward I.
and from a misconception of this title, doubtless received in 1292, the enforced fealty of many of the
originated that by which it was afterwards known Scottish nobles within .the walls of St. Margaret’
s
to the Britons— The Maiden Castle,.or “ Castrum Chapel, and Baliol was by him proclaimed King.
puellarum.”
Then ensued a time of trouble; Wallace captured
Edwin, a Saxon Prince, King of Northumbria, Edinburgh and other Castles, but another English
r e s id e d in the Castle in a .d . 617, and gave to the
invasion taking place, Wallace was taken prisoner, and
town which had grown around it, the name of Edinburgh again fell into the hands of the English.
Edwin’
s Burgh, a title still extant in a charter In the year 1312, Randolph, with a small but deter
g r a n t e d in 1128 by King David I., to the Abbey of
mined band of followers, taking advantage of a dark
Holyrood. The most ancient building now' existing night, scaled the rock, and planting a ladder at the
within the Castle walls, is St. Margaret s Chapel, foot of the walls, near a spot known as “ Wallace’
s
which crowns the highest summit of the Rock. This cradle,”on the N. E. front, clambered over the outer
chapel is said to have been built by Margaret, the wall, surprised the English Garrison and made them
pious and beautiful Queen of Malcolm III. She selves masters of the Castle. Soon after this d iring
died in 1093. Queen Margaret was daughter to exploit, as Bruce had not sufficient forces available
Edward the Outlaw, (younger son of Edmund to retain a Garrison at Edinburgh Castle, it was by
Ironside,) and Agatha, sister of the Queen of Hun- his orders completely dismantled and abandoned by
guary. The ship cenveying Margaret to Hungary Randolph. In this state of ruin it remained for 24
bei ng ' wrecked near South Queensferry, she was years.
entertained by King Malcolm, who came from DumIn 1335, Edward III. invaded Scotland, and
ft-rmline to meet her, and aftewards made her his encamped at Perth. Count Namur, a mercenary
wife. Margaret was sister of Edgar Atheling, the Fleming adventurer, was by him sent to Edinburgh,
rightful heir to the English Throne. Malcolm III., where his following got severely handled, and taking
her husband, surnamed Canmore, or “ Big Head,” up a defensive position in the Castle ruins, were at
was treacherously slain at the siege of Alnwick length compelled to capitulate.
Edward issued
Castle, and the throne was usurped by his brother orders for the rebuilding of the Castle, which work
Donald Bane, or the “fair haired,” wdio at once laid was much impeded by the incessant attacks by the
siege to Edinburgh Castle, where Margaret was with Scotch under Dalhousie. In 1341 the Castle was
her two young children. Queen Margaret died in held for Edward by Sir Thomas Rokey, and after
the Castle, shortly after receiving the tidings of her wards by Sir Richard de Liinoisin, from whom it was
husband’
s death. The Queen’
s body was removed taken by Douglas, the gallant Knight of Liddisdale,
from the Castle by a postern gate on the West side thus;—-Sir William Douglas embarked with 200
— since built up— and the children being also safely men at Dundee, in a ship laden with provisions. On
lowered down over the rocks, were conveyed to arrival at Leith, one of the party professing to be an
England, where they remained under the protection English merchant, repaired to the Castle, when pro
of Edgar Atheling. When the boy— Edgar by name ducing samples of wine and “ biscuits excellently
—grew to manhood, he attacked and overthrew' in spiced,”he soon struck a bargain for the disposal of
battle, his uncle the usurper, and took up his abode the goods. He agreed to deliver several tons and some
in Edinburgh Castle, where he died in 1107, and was hogsheads of wine at the Castle the following morn
buried in “ Dun Edin,”i.e. in the Fort of Edin, very ing. Twelve of his men dressed in suits of sailors
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clothes, concealing suits of mail, were secreted near
the Castle that night, and at an early hour the next
morning, Douglas and Sir Simon Fraser advanced to
the outer gate with a loaded waggon, which they
contrived to overturn in the entrance, so that the
gates could not be closed. They killed the sentry
who was in possession of the keys, and then sounding
a bugle, the men in ambush rushed on with the cry,
“a Douglas, a Douglas,” and though the Garrison
made a most desperate resistance they were over
powered. The Castle from that date never fell into
the power of the English until the days of Cromwell.
In 1437 James I. of Scotland, a virtuous and
accomplished monarch was cruelly murdered, and the
perpetrators of the infamous deed were imprisoned
in Edinburgh Castle previous, to their execution
which was carried out with the most savage ferocity.
His Queen and her young son, James II., took refuge
in Edinburgh Castle, but the Chancellor attempting to
obtain undue influence over the young King, his
mother had him secretly removed to Stirling.
James’nobles <gave
much trouble during
>
O his
r "reign.
i
7
Crichton holding the Castle for a considerable period
against all comers, and although declared a traitor,
he lived to an old age and died in 1455. James II.
was killed by the bursting of a cannon at the siege of
Roxburghe Castle in 1460. The Duke of Albany,
brother of the succeeding King, James III., was I)}7
that King’
s orders in 1482 imprisoned in the Castle.
He was confined in David’
s Tower on the Northern
verge. Albany’
s friends sent him warning that his
trial was-at hand, and he at once determined to
attempt an escape. One of his attendants was im
prisoned with him. Ilis friends had been permit
ted to send him small casks of wine, and in one of
' these a coil of rope was enclosed, with a letter urging
him to lose no time as the morrow might be' his last
day. Albany invited the Captain of the Guard to
sup with him and to taste the wine, which invitation
was accepted ; but three sentinels were placed to
guard the tower. The Duke plied his visitor freely
with the wine, and also gave liquor to the soldiers,
till all were drowsy or stupified, when Albany plunged
his dagger to the Captain’
s heart, and with the assis
tance of his attendant also dispatched the sentries.
Lhey then secured the keys and locking the doors as
they went out, hurried to the walls. Albany’
s at
tendant first attempted the descent, but the rope
proving too short, he fell and broke his thigh. Al
bany returned to his prison, and tearing the sheets
h'om his bed, knotted them to the rope, descended
m safety, and raising his faithful attendant on his
shoulder, carried him to Leith, where they embarked
111 a small vessel which lay there waiting for them.
Albany proceeded to England where he was cordially
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received, and as the English King refused to deliver
him up when so demanded, war was declared against
England, and the Scottish Army commenced the
march Southward.
James’Nobles however left him in disgust, and he was com
pelled to return to Edinburgh, where he was shut up as a prisoner
for three months, when the Provost and burghars of Edinburgh
stormed the Castle and liberated their monarch. James’nobles
led him a ttoubled life, and eventually he was murdered. His suc
cessor, James IV. married a daughter of Henry V II of England,
and the Castle was her-dowry. James IV. often made the Castle
his residence. Cannon were cast within its walls, notably seven
pieces known as “The seven Sisters,” which were captured at
Flodden, where James IV., and so many of Scotland’
s chivalry
perished.
lie was succeeded by his son James V., a minor, who died in 1542.
leaving as his heir, his daughter Mary, then only a week old.
Her mother was Mary of Lorraine, or Guise, who became Queen
Regent. She was a bigoted Roman Catholic, and had a force of
French troops brought over to assist her against 'the'nobles who
were struggling for religious and civil liberty. Mary of Guise
took up her her abode within the Castle, where she kept a French
garrison, and where she died in 1560. Mary Queen of Scots
landed at Leith about a year after her mother’
s death. She and
her husband, Lord Daruley, frequently resided in the Castle, and
in a small room in the South East Angle of the Quadrangle now
known as “Crown Square,” she gave birth to James VI. of
Scotland, (afterwards James I. of England) on the 19th of June.
1566. The young Prince is said to have been lowered in a basket
from the window of this closet, and removed to a place of greater
safety, when only eight days old. On the panelling of this
room are painted the following lines :—
'■0 Jesu Lord ! wlia crownit was with thorn,
Preserve the birth, whais badgie here is born,
And grant, 0 Lord ! whateer of her proceed,
May be unto thy glory, and so beid.”
After Mary’
s deposition, Kirkaldy held the Castle for the
Queen’
s party, against the King’
s men, as her son’
s adherents
were termed. Kirkaldy aroused public feeling against himself by
fu ing upon the City when attacked by Morton the Regent. Mor
ton entered into a treaty with Queen Elizabeth and several of
the most powerful Scotch nobles to relieve the Castle. In those
days about 1573, the Rock was surrounded by a high wall with
towers at intervals to strengthen it. On the highest portion stood
a quadrangular pile of buildings, corresponding to Crown Square,
the greater part of which has been rebuilt since that date. The
Nor Loch, a sheet of stagnant water occupied the site of the
present West Princes Street Gardens, and a tower below the rock,
called the Well House Tower guarded the approach on the North.
The Fountain of the ancient Well House Tower celebrated in the
History of the Castle, since the time of St. Margaret, Queen of
Scotland in the 1 1 th century, was restored by the Officers of the
93rd Highlanders in 1873.
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Kirkaldy was after thirty day’
s siege compelled to surrender,
and was hanged at the Ci'oss of Edinburgh by order of the
Regent. The Castle was not again subjected to a siege till the
year 1640, when it was held by those in the interest of Charles I.
against the Covenanters. The Garrison incurred the resentment
of the townspeople by firing on the city. General Ruthven who
was in command was summoned by Leslie in the name of the
Pai liament to deliver it up, which demand being contemptuously
rejected, Leslie commenced the siege. All attempts ts capture
the Castle by battery or mining failed, but after five month’
s close
investment the garrison were compelled to hang out the white
flag. Cromwell occupied the Castle in 1650, and has left his
mark in the defacement of the Royal Arms. At the time of the
Revolution the Duke of Gordon held the Castle for James II. It
was then attacked and being but poorly supplied with precisions
soon gave in. Since that time the Castle has been handed over
in quiet succession from one garrison to another in the interests of
of the reigning house of these Kingdoms, and being one of the
four Fortresses in Scotland which by the Treaty of Union, were
to be kept fortified, is always occupied by a Regiment of the Line.

ANECDOTES OF THE 50™ REGIMENT.
LIIHE day before Alivval a report was spread in the
Camp that the war was over— that a great battle
had been fought at Head Quarters, and that the
enemy had submitted at all points. Many went to
sleep with this dream in their heads, but some men
who came into the tents later, had seen Sir Harry
Smith, and reported he had collected as many of the
50th as he could muster, and told them he had work
for us in the morning. “You must go at them,”
said he*“like a shot from a cannon, for they are very
strong. I shall not be with you as before, as I shall
have the entire direction of affairs, but depend upon
it I shall take care of y ou .” The British force con
sisted of 11,000 men and 40 g u n s ; the 50th had
been reinforced two days before, and numbered now
nearly 500 bayonets. The battle field was a grassy
plain, about a mile in length and nearly as broad,
with the village in the centre and the river Sutlej in
the background, altogether a beautiful spot.
There were 5 Brigades of Infantry, but the second
stood the brunt of the battle; that was composed
of the 50th “Queen’
s Own,” the 48th Native Ini fantry, and a Regiment of Goorkas. The loss sus| tained by this Brigade was 183 men, whereas among
j all the other Infantry it was but 137. We advanced
and received the attention of the guns in our im
mediate front, about 12 perhaps, mostly firing shell ;
i all of a sudden nearly double that number were
pointed against us,— it seemed impossible that a man
could live. A number of large birds were flying over
! the field, and when a ball would strike the ground,
i
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they would plunge in among the earth that was
raised.
I envied them their wings, but should
not have used them in that fashion. I thought of
Sir Harry’
s promise the night before, he must have
perceived our situation, and brought up most of his
forty guns to our assistance ; some were fired over
our heads while we were lying down, others while we
were standing, the wind of the balls being distinctly
felt. When the enemy got across the Sutlej, we
found ourselves in front of everything, the first
Brigade was a good quarter of a mile in the rear.
Our grog cart arrived and some Companies got their
allowance, when a gun or two were fired close at
hand ; our Quarter Master began at once to “limber
np,” but the men would not have it: “That is
nothing,” they said, “an hour ago we stood the
cross fire of fifty pieces without flinching, and now
we think we are entitled to our grog.” About next
day, Sir Harry got his Division into square and made
a speech ; he spoke to the 31st in very complimen
tary terms, saying that he had not known so much
of them as he had about the 50th, but that the two
Regiments were the best behaved in the country, and
that being Adjutant General to the forces he could
speak with authority. He then addressed us in a
few flattering terms, and got what he expected, some
hearty cheers, as he had previously got from the
31st Regiment.
Lie next, spoke to the Native Troops through an Interpreter.
The British loss at Aliwal was 589 men and 353 horses ; guns
captured 67.

ODDS

AND

ENDS.

A fternoot T ea.— E veryone knows that a habit, introduce 1
within the last twenty yeais, is the serving up of tea at gool
houses at four or five o’
clock in the afternoon, or two or three
hours before dinner. When the Archbishop of Canterbury was
Bishop of London, he once invited a poor Lancashire clergyman
— the county from which lie had himself come—to spend a few
days at Lambeth. The reverend rustic gentleman duly arrived
one day about four o'clock. Lie was shown iuto the Bishop’
s
study and was most kindly received. His lordship rang the bell
and said, “Get tea for M r.----The tea was produced, and
the clergyman, dreadfully hungry, thought the Bishop had pre
served his old country habits, and that he himself had come late
for dinner, and that it was now tea hour, He made the best of it,
aud swallowed his cup .with a slice of very wafery bread and
butter. With feet over the fen ler, he and the unaffected Bishop
chatted till seven o’
clock, when his lordship rang the bell, and said
to the servant—“Bring M r.---- a bedroom candle.” The poor
clergyman was astonished, but thinking the Bishop had adopted
these primitive habits for example’
s sake; he followed the light, and
a servant showed him to a bedroom. Weary from his journey,

surprised, disappointed at being parked off for the night, as lie
thought, instead of having a good dinner, with which he had
feasted his imagination all day in the railway train, the poor man
m’
eekly took off his clothes, blew out the candle, and crept into
the big bed. But he was scarcely settled when— bang !•
—he heard
a tremendous gon g echoing through the old corridors. He sat
bolt-upright, what, on earth could it be ? Was the palace on
fire ? While pondering whether to drop from the mindow, or bolt
in his shirt into the lobby, he heard a knock at his door. “Who’
s
there ?” “Are you dressed for dinner sir,”said the servant, “it’
s
on the table.” Here was a pretty business. lie had only to call
in the servant, make a clean breast of In's mistake, order lights,
and dress himself in the utmost rapidity for the good dimmer he
had gone to bed to dream of. Such was the consequence of an
afternoon tea on an unsophisticated parson !
“Come out here and I'll lick the whole of you,” said an urchin
to some sticks of peppermint in a confectioner’
s window.
An old Yankee bachelor who edits a paper somewhere in the
Western country, puts •
‘Melancholy Accidents,” as a head for
maniages in his paper.

DEPOT INTELLIGENCE.
Lce.-Cbrpl. J. F. White, K. Company, 97th Regiment, having
passed the necessary examination at the R. M. A. Chelsea, has
been appointed Army Schoolmaster, and has been attached to the
5th Brigale Royal Artillery, Woolwich.

very amusing entertainment was given in the
Gymnasium in Maidstone Barracks, on Friday,
the 24th of January, under the management of Capt.
& Adjt. W. L. Fleury, ably assisted by a committee
composed of Oolor-Serjeants Hesketh, O’
Keefe,
Rhoodesand Winchcombe, and Quarter-Master Hart,
who acted as Treasurer. The large building was
most tastefully fitted up for the occasion, decorated
with flags, Chinese lanterns and gas illuminations,
and the stage which was of ample proportions, had
such a pretty proscenium, drop curtain, and other
Scenic decorations, as to call forth unqualified
encomiums from all sides.
The following: was the Programme on the occasion :
part

J J rst.

T IIE BAND.
Des Fees Aux Ros s.
Pte. Ilapted.
The Great Russian Bear.
s Qiig,
. Serjt. Daykin.
1 he Collier's Dying Child.
Recitation,
Rings, ge. Gym. Inst. Burge, & Corpl. Firniis.
Gymnastics
Major MacDonnell.
Beautiful Limerick.
So»g,
The Baud.
.
II Trovatore.
Grand Selection,
Lieut. H. Brock.
Reading-,
From Pickwick Papers.
Siring Band.
Galop,
.
Snow Drift.
OVERTURE,

.

P art
WALTZ,
Trio,

.

Kunatler Leben.

Ye Shepherds tell me,

Gymnastics, .
Clarionet iSolo,
Recitation, .
Song, .
,
Fire King *
Selection,
.

Suoitfr.
.

STRING BAND.

j Cr.-Sjts O’
Keefe, & Rhoodcs

(and Corpl. Wakefield.
. Indian Clubs. .
.
Gym.-Inst. Burge.
Variations on Scotch Airs.
Corpl. Wakefield.
,
No Gi ambling. .
. Serjt. Darragh.
. Over the Rolling Sea.
Col.-Serjt. Rhoodes.
Fire Eating War Dance. ■
.
Pte. Coventry.
.
Don Pasquale. .
.
. The Band.

“ GOD SAVE THE QUEEN.”
The entire entertainment, judging from the fre
quent and hearty applause, mot with the warmest
approval of the large audience, and it would be invi
dious to praise one, when all the performers had done
their be-t to please and succeeded so thoroughly.
Most of the piano accompaniments were played by
Lee.-Corpl. George Brooks, 46th Brigade Depot, in
a finished and remarkably pleasing style, and it is
regretted that by accident his name was omitted
from the programme. The Band of the West Kent
Militia (lent for the occasion by kind permission)
added considerably to the success of the evening,
the playing of both their Bands being excellent, and
Mr. Beech the Conductor, deserves the greatest
credit for his beautiful and choice selection of music.
Serjeant Burge, Gymnasium Instructor, and his Staff
cooperated most energetically in all the decorations
and scenic effects.

SCHOOL TREAT.
Annual Winter Holiday Treat for the children
OF?.
belonging to the Regimental Schools came off

this year on the 9th of January, and was held in the
Barrack Rooms in the Crown Square, Edinburgh
Castle, occupied by the Band and Drnms.
The
lower room, which still retained the pretty decora
tions of coloured paper which the Drummers had put
up for Christinas, was now cleared of its cots, and
two long tables were prepared for tea for the children,
places being laid for 120, comprising all Garrison and
Regimental above three years of age. At half past
three the children began to congregate, and before
four o’
clock were all seated at the tables with a plen
tiful supply of bread and butter, and cake spread
before them. Grace was first sung, and after this the
piles of provisions began to disappear rapidly, while
cans of smoking tea were handed round. Several
of the wives of the Non-Commissioned Officers, as
well as the Officers’wives lent willing hands to assist
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in the distribution of cake, while a few specially went and perfectly happy.
selected men helped in carrying about and serving
All this time the lower room was being cleared,
out tea from the great pitchers under the direction and by-and-bye it was announced that the Magic
of Serjeant Dawson, the Officers’Mess Caterer. Lantern was ready. Then ensued a scamper down
After tea was over, all joined in singing Grace. The stairs again, into the darkened room, where forms
children then rose from their seats, and marshalled had been arranged, and very soon all were in their
in order by Schoolmaster Hamilton were sent, in a places. The performance commenced with a series
a long orderly string, upstairs to the other room, on of Views from the Arctic Regions, each succeeding
which much labour had been bestowed by Mr. Grinsell, view creating great sensation, this was followed by
ably assisted by Serjeant Gearon and Pte. Hooper, comic slides, which elicited more noisy admiration,
who had added festoons and arches of evergreens to the favourite evidently being the well known man in
the Christmas decorations, which still remained on bed, with rats running in at his mouth as he gapes.
the walls, the tasteful handiwork of the Bandsmen, Then followed some views of London ; concluding
•i
•
O
prepared by them the month before on the occasion of with a capital “Tale of a Tub,” representing the
their Christmas dinner. At one end of this room wonderful adventures of two British sailors with
stood the Christmas Tree, lighted up with many a Lion. The Magic Lantern exhibition having now
scores of wax tapers, all brilliantly reflected from come to an end, upstairs all went once more, and the
the sheets of bright tin, with which for safety as well mechanical toys were again exhibited. The novelty
as ornament, the planks of the ceiling had been had not yet worn off, and this part of the evening’
s
covered. Lustrous glass balls of manv hues loaded amusement seemed most popular among the little
the upper branches, like enchanted fruit, while from fo'k. But it was hardly fair to trespass too much on
the lower boughs, and perched among the foliage, the kindness of the exhibitor, so as time was wearing;
hung an infinity of toys, dolls, bright little boxes of on, these welcome toys were at last packed up ; and
divers colours, shapes, and sizes, with other treasures ; then came the work of stripping the tree. Every
and round the tree all the little ones were marched, child had a toy or other present, a bag or box of
gazing in delight. From this they moved off to the sweets, an apple and an orange, and when all had
other end of the long room, where a low platform received, there were still toys to spare for all the
had been raised, and round which the merry little younger children who had been left at home as too
crowd were soon assembled. On this were arranged small to take part in the diversion. Next came the
many very ingenious mechanical toys, kindly lent for final distribution of useful presents, which were
the children’
s diversion, by Messrs Kennington and piled on a large table in front of Mrs. Lock. Each
Jenner from their Great Bazaar in Princes Street. family was called in succession, and every member
There was a wonderful monkey about life size, dressed of the family was accounted for, down to the young
as a French Drummer, who beat his drum with a est babies, who came in for a share of flannel, good
continuous roll, raising his lips, shewing his mouth warm stockings being provided for the other children,
ful of teeth, and winking his eyes at the same time except the elder boys and girls, who received collars
in a most comically serious manner.
A lecturer and ties. As each family parcel was handed over to
gesticulated, while a small figure of a girl its eldest member, they left for their homes, and by
walked across the tiny stage wheeling a perambulator, half past eight o’
clock the roms were cleared, »nd
; jugglers, on being wound up, performed a variety of our School Treat was a thing of the past, and matter
: amusing somersaults, a pretty little pug dog walked of History for these our pages.
| about slowly, but most naturally, turning his head
j with a quick jerk at intervals from side to side, just
At a Rifle Meeting to be held in June next, at
as if he was preparing for a snap. A big cow moo-ed Aldershot, the Soldiers’plate of 25 guineas will be
r lustily as if calling for the milkmaid, and an elephant shot for. It is open to Private soldiers only, of
; curled up his trunk and trumpeted when some of the Cavalry, Foot Guards, and Infantry Regiments of
bolder children pulled a string. Old Father Christ- the Line, who joined the Army since the 1st of Janu
j mas stalked about with a rather shaky gait, and ary 1876. The range will be 600 yards, seven shots
i afforded intense amusement when he toppled over.
will be allowed each man and he may fire them in any
| There were numerous other toys of that sort, and position. Eight men will represent each Regiment
! this toy exhibition was a very great success, at which taking a part in the contest. The entrance fee is
the children could have been entertained for hours. 10s. a team.
But as all could not get a good view at the same
. time, games of romps were instituted, and off they
P r in te d b y W. H. T aylor, at th e R e g im e n ta l P re ss
danced round and round in rings, singing as they
fo r C ir cu la tio n in th e R egim en t.
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©fmmvclc of (Itbcnfs.
FEBRUARY.

4th.— Secd.-Lieut. Stewart joined the Regiment
on appointment.
5th.— A Squad commenced a course of instruction
in Gun Drill : examined and dismissed on the 19tli
February.
10th.— Route Marching.
18th.— Departure of Volunteers to the 58th Regt.
20th— A Squad commenced a course of instruction
in Gun Drill.
,, Magic Lantern Entertainment in School
Room.
21st.— Inspection of Volunteers to the 24tli Regi
ment by Major-General R. Bruce.
24th.— Departure of Volunteers to the 24th Regt.
27th.— Out-Post Duty.
28th.— Guard of Honour furnished to escort the
Sheriff from Court House to read a Royal
Proclamation.
ttl (f>a 3t t t e .
S U B S C R IP T IO N S A C K N O W L E D G E D .
G eneral L a yard , C o lo n e l S tew ard , L ieu t.-C olon el H all,
and Mr. R. C o g a n to 31st DecemberJ1879Mr. T. B a rk er t o 31st Ja n u a ry 1880.
M ajor N o w la n to 28th F e b r u a r y 1880.
D ep u ty S u rgeo n G en era l J. F r a s e r M.D., to 31st M a rch 1880,
P R O M O T IO N S A N D A P P O IN T M E N T S .
T o b e C olor- S erjea n ts.—S erjea n t T. Ir v in e D. C om p a n y ,
and Serjeant R. M a d d o c k s C. C om pa n y.
T o be Serjeant.—L ee.-S erjea n t W. C roft D. C om pan y.

[Price

O

ne

P

enny.

T o b e C o r p o r a ls—L ce.-Corpl. T. F u r e y a n d P te. T. C o rn e ll
A. C om pan y, Lce.-Corpl. T. P illm a n (Depot), E. C o g la n and
T. H o w a r d C. C om pany.
T o be L a n ce-C orpora ls. Pte. A rth u r D e H a u m sa r t D.
C om pan y, C h a rles D. E d w a r d s G. C om pan y. A u th u r H.
P a lm e r B. C om pan y, G e o r g e W ilso n a n d J oh n U n d e r w o o d
E. Com pan y. R o b e r t G o r d o n C. C om pan y, F r e d e r ic k A n 
d r e w s A. C om pan y, A lfre d H e n d e r so n H. C om pa n y.
TRA N SFERS.
T o 1st C la ss A rm y R eserv e.—Ptes. G. B o lt o n a n d A.
H a r d s A. Com pan y. Pte. W. H u x ta b le C. C om pa n y. Corpl.
J. W a y a n d Pte. T. B r o w n D. C om pan y. Pte. T. M c C a r th y
E. C om pan y. Ptes. G. B o n d a n d W. B o o t h b y C. C o m p a n y .
L ce.- C orp l N. D y e r H. C om pan y.

36 Volunteers called for from the Regiment to
join the 58th; 57 volunteered, 3 rejected as unfit
for service abroad, 36 men were selected by the
Approving Field Officer on the 13th February 1879.
Volunteers called for from the Regiment to join
the 24th Regiment; 131 volunteered, 8 rejected as
unfit for service abroad, 3 Serjeants, 1 Corporal, 3
Drummers and 26 Privates were selected by Horse
Guards on the 20th February.
Color-Serjeant A. Hesketh has been transferred
to the North Gloucester Militia.
D IS C H A R G E S .
On c o m p le t io n o f 21 y e a r s serv ice.
S e r je a n t H e n r y
H a y n e s ; p e n sio n Is. 3d. p e r diem . Pte. F. M a n n H. C o m 
p a n y ; p e n sio n Is. p e r diem .
B y P urch ase. Lce.-Corpl. N e w to n a n d P te. J. L o n g h u r s t
G. C o m p a n y ; Pte. A. B. O d d ie D. C om pa n y.
P E N S IO N .
Col.-Serjt.-M orrell D. C o m p a n y 2s. 3d., S e r je a n t W illia m
T a y lo r C. C om pan y, 2s., Pte. W. B e a v is D. C o m p a n y Is. Id.,
a n d A. P ry k e D. C o m p a n y 10d. p e r diem .

Leave of Absence in extension was granted to—
B t.-L ieut.-Colonel L e a c h fro m 15th to 21st M a rch 1879.

The undermentioned Officer rejoined from Leave
of Absence during the month :
Sub.-Lieut.-Daniell 27th F e b r u a r y 1879.
B IR T H . F e b r u a r y 3rd, at E d in b u r g h C astle, th e w ife
o f C o lo r S erjea n t W. Ball, o f a dau gh ter.
M A R R IA G E . Jan uary 9th, at C o lch e ste r , S e rje a n t T. S.
R ich a r d so n (Band), to Clara, e ld e s t d a u g h te r o f Mr. A. E le y
o f C olch ester.

Serjeant W. Smith A. Company, has been per
mitted to extend his Army Service to 12 years.
12 Recruits joined the Regiment during the month.
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ANECDOTES OF THE 50™ REGIMENT.

w certainty,
HEN a war with the Seikhs became a matter of
the Governor General of India and

the Commander-in-Chief fixed their head quarters at
•
Umballah, a large Military station about 80 miles
from the Sutlej. Loodiannah was the most ad
vanced post, being only three miles from the river
which formed the boundary. Ferozepore was 80
miles lower down the stream, but ten miles removed
from it. I remember Sir Harry Hardinge coming
to inspect the garrison ; all were in perfect order,
and thouroughly well drilled by Colonel Wheeler.
The 50th “Queen Own ” were in “fine form,”put
ting auite 800 men on parade ; 48 volunteers from
the 13th Light Infantry having lately joined, trained
soldiers from the Campaign in Afghanistan. At
Loodiannah we were made thoroughly efficient as
Light Infantry. I suppose it was known that we
were posted to the first or Light Division, but in the
bat-tits which followed, there was no skirmishing
whatever. The cholera came and all that was pos
sible was done to sustain the health of the Regi
ment. Tents were pitched to thin the barrack rooms,
superior rations supplied, and Cognac brandy sub
stituted for Arrack; coffee could be had at any time
in the morning, so that no man need drink cold
water; for all this the strength of the Regiment was
reduced by at least 100, but all our Officers escaped
“Scot free.” Colonel Ryan would attend early
morning parade, and with an anxious countenance
enquire how matters had been going during the last
twenty-four hours; he would speak some kind words
and conclude (almost reproachfully) “I promised
the Governor-General850 bayonets,” When the time
arrived we had about 700 men under arms besides
those in hospital,— 100 were required for the fort,
so that on the 13th January 1845, the 50th Regiment
left Loodiannah with about 35 Officers and 600 rank
and file. The first march was 34 miles, commencing
at daybreak and lasting far into the night, with not
* a bit or drop on the road. The Commander’
s object
. was accomplished ; Bnssean in which place most of
the stores were collected was safe. A few days after
came Moodkee, then Ferozeshah and Aliwal, in all
of which our Regiment was well to the front, but
in the crowning victory of Sobraon something more
was done : from the Official despatches it is beyond
dispute that on that occasion the most importaut
part was played by Her Majesty’
s 50th Foot.
W. B ond .

G A ZETTE,
DEPARTURE OF
VOLUNTEERS TO THE CAPE.

rjCHIRTY-SIX Volunteers to the 58th left the
Castle on the evening of the 18th February under
command of Lieut. Soote. Their new Regiment,
then stationed at Dover, was one of the six battalions
of Infantry ordered to Natal to swell the numbers of
Lord Chelmsford’
s little army, after the news ar
rived in England of the disastrous action at Insanduna, and the destruction of the brave but unfor
tunate 24tli. As all the selected Regiments were
under the war strength, and as our Reserves are not
easily available, it became necessary to fill the ranks
bv
v volunteering
CD from other Regiments,
Cj
1 and we
among the rest were called upon for a contingent.
The men responded to the call in larger numbers
than were required, and showed a cheerful readiness
which was highly creditable. At 6'45 r.M. they
paraded in Service Marching Order, not a man being
absent, and we are glad to add every man sober.
Physically the-men were of good stature, and seemed
a likely lot of lads enough, able to work and inarch,
and we hope to give a good account of their enemies.
Major Fyler addressed a few words to the party
after which they marched off headed by the Band
and Drums, and accompanied by a large number of
comrades and several Officers, amid hearty cheers,
the Band playing “Cheer boys cheer ” and other
inspiriting airs suitable to the occasion. Outside
the Castle gate a dense crowd had collected who
renewed the cheering, which continued at intervals
as the party, surrounded by a large and enthusi
astic, but perfectly orderly crowd, marched down
the High Street, and past the Bank of Scotland, to
the Waverley Station. Here the Mail train for Lon
don was waiting; the party quickly entered the Car
riages which had been engaged for them, and after a
brief delay the train moved off, three final and tre
mendous cheers being then given by the members of
s Own ” who were present, under the
the “Queen’
direction of Serjeant Major Gould, which cheers were
heartily joined in by the mass of civilians who stood
around. A more creditable start we do not remem
bered to have seen ; there was none of the drunken
ness which sometimes renders such scenes disgraceful:
nor were there any of those sad partings which
usually sadden them : all was cheerfulness and good
order. We heartily wish our Volunteers God-speed,
and should it be their fortune to exchange shots with
the dusky warriors of Zululand, we hope they will
remember that they once belonged to the “Fighting
Fiftieth,”and will do their best to sustain the credit
of the Regiment they have left, as well as the
gallant 58th.

THE

Q U E E N 'S

—:® fjc "<$imn’
s ® hm" (SuQcItc:—
E d in b u r g h Castle, lBt M arch, 1879.

TTfTE often hear tell of the good old times, and the
speaker is generally warm in its praise. We
are told that the Englishman of to-day is a very
different person to his ancestors of a few genera
tions back, and the manner in which the above
remark is made is scarcely flattering to the present
race. In former days though class distinctions were
more clearly defined than at present, there was far
more social intercourse between the
various
grades of society than there is now ; master and
man had more interests in common, there was
less conventionality and more conviviality, and the
observance of many a good old custom made Merrie
England no idle term. We are accustomed to people
the past with courtly ladies, (always beautiful), and
their gallant squires, (invariably brave) with resident
gentry, kindly solicitous of the poor, and a happy
peasantry devoted to their superiors. But once
we dispose of the halo of romance attached to old
associations, we find a much darker side to the pic
ture, and we fancy that even the traducers of the
present generation would be sorry to return to the
good old times. 200 years ago even the most fre
quented streets of London were unsafe after nightfall,
and a journey of fifty miles into the country was not
to be lightly undertaken.
The law though ruthlessly severe had few terrors
for the rich, as it was openly bought and sold, but
woe betide the unfortunate who transgressed
any of its statutes without money to back him.
Whilst this was the case with the civilian we cannot
he surprised to find that the soldier had but a bad
time of it, and it is difficult to understand how armies
could be raised without conscription when the ad
vantages were so few, and the penalties for even
slight offences against discipline were so terribly
severe. Soldiers now-a-days often consider they
have been hardly dealt with in the Orderly Room,
and frequently attribute this to the authorities hav
ing as they term it, “a down upon them,” but if
they but knew how discipline was maintained in
former days, they would have reason to be thankful
they had not learnt soldiering under a Cromwell or
a Marlborough. At different times special crimes
have been held in particluar abhorrence and treated
accordingly. Thus in Marlborough’
s time though
drunkenness and absence met with scant mercy,
swearing was held to be a very venial offence, even if
considered an offence at a ll: but though the victor
°f Blenheim and Ramifies was accustomed to swear
hke a trooper, his grandfather under Cromwell
would have thought
twice and with reason before
O
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giving vent to an oath. It is still on record that—
“A soldier of O’
Keys Regiment was on the 26th of
April 1650, sentenced by a Court Martial to be
bored through the tongue with a hot iron, and to
run the gantelop through four Companies, for utter
ing blasphemous words, he being at the time in a
ranting humour through drinking too much.” The
punishment of running the gantelop (gauntlet) i.>
explained more fully in a sentence inflicted on two
other soldiers of the same Regiment for deer stealing
in 1649— “That they be stripped naked from the
waste upward, and a lane to be made by half of the
Lord-General’
s Regiment of foot, and half of Colonel
Pride’
s Regiment, with every soldier a cudgell in his
hand, and they to run through them in this posture,
every soldier having a stroke at their naked backs
and breasts, arms, or where it shall fight; and after
they have run the gantelop in this manner, they are
to be cashired the Regiments.” Branding through
the tongue for blasphemy continued legal until
the reign of Queen Anne, though it does r.ot appear
to have been rigidly enforced after the days ot the
Commonwealth. It was the only instance in which
coi'poral punishment could be inflicted on an officer
by sentence of Court Martial. In those old Puritan
days the military authorities looked very sharply
after the morals of the community and even women
were not always exempt from trial by Court Martial.
Drunkenness has always been the curse of the Brit
ish Army and though treated very sumarily in old
times the evil existed to a greater extent even than
it does now. Flogging was frequently resorted to
as a means of punishing this and other crime',
and in some Regiments much smaller offences were
disposed of in this manner. It was at all times a
severe punishment, and aheavy sentence was little less
dreaded than one of death itself. The culprits gener
ally took their punishment in silence, and in some
cases showed wonderful powers of endurance, but
they usually had to be sent into hospital, after the
execution of the sentence, and were often good for
nothing when they came out. Public opinion gradu
ally became averse to corporal punishment in the
Army, and it fell into comparative disuse until in
1871 it was finally abolished except in war time.
The tendency of military legislation of late years has
been to do away with all punishments likely to
degrade a man, and to make the certainty less than
the severely of punishment the principal deterrent of
crime. The system has so far been fairly successful,
and though there is still much room for improvement,
in discipline as in other matters the present will com
pare favourably with the good old times.
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MUSKETRY.

Distance
in
metres.

Distance ;
in yards .1

Lessons. 1

j 'p'VERY soldier fires 128 rounds a year, divided
~ i n t o 32 lessons of 4 rounds each. There are two
! lessons of preparatory firing from a r e s t; first, 4
rounds at about 109 yards— (100 metres); second, 4
rounds at about 218 yards— (200 metres). There
are 18 lessons of ordinary firing as explained by the
subjoined table, two of which only may be executed
each day.
O rdinary F iring. F irst P art,
Conditions of Firing.

Target*

a',out

1
2

3
4
5
6
8

9

10
11
12

150 1
C 200
218 j 2 0 0
L 2 0 0 L No 1
f 300 r
327 1 300
r 400
435
{ 400J
1G3

545

654
863
13 1091

f SOO'I
1 500
500
800

No. 2.

1000J

From the shoulder, standing.
Do.
kneeling.
Standing with fixed bayonets.
Do. quick firing, (30sec. allowed.)
Lying down.
Kneeling, quick firing, (40sec.)
Sitting.
Standing.
Do.
Lying down.
From a rest.
Any position.
Do.

S econd P art .
14
15
1G
17
81

( 2 0 0 ~j
218 ) 2 0 0
(. 2 0 0
f 300
327
i 300j

No. 1.

^ D escription

Sitting.
Lying down.
Standing fixed bayonets, (30sec.)
Standing.
From a rest.
of

T argets.

No. 1 target is 1'80 metres (nearly two yards)
square, in the centre of which is a bull’
s eye; 10.
centimetres (nearly 4 inches) in diameter. Around
the bull’
s eye are two concentric circles of half a
a metre, rather more than 1ft, 7^ inches, and one
metre ( = 1 and one eleventh yards) diameter res
pectively, the former coloured grey and the latter
white, the remainder of the target being also grey.
No. 2 target consists of three targets similar to No.
1 placed alongside each other ; amount of prizes will
be given further on. Ordinary firing is executed by
squads of eight to twelve soldiers in marching order,
under a Serjeant or Corporal; the distances being
marked out, every shot is executed by order of the
Serjeant or Corporal, except in the case of quick
firing (lessons 4, 6, and 16), in which he only gives
the order for the first shot.
V alue of h it s .— N o . 1 target.
Three points for
bull’
s eye or inner circle, (there is a special prize of

GA ZETTE,

20 centessimi, (about 2d.,) for every bull’
s eye, 2
for outer circle, and one for a hit on the rest of the
target. No. 2 target.— Three points for either
centre or outer circle of centre target; two
points for hits on the centre target outside these
circles, (outer). One point for any hit on either
of the outer targets. When firing at No. 2 target
sitting, the inner ring of the centre target counts
as a bull’
s eye for the prize of 2d. Six lessons of
combative •
firing follow the eighteen of ordinary.
C ombative F iring.
Ill this firing the distances are unknown, but points
are placed to indicate where to fire from, and the
Captain assisted by the Officers, Non-Commissioned
Officers and men (esqecially those who have dis
tinguished themselves during the course of the year
in judging distance) judge what the distance is, and
the sights are fixed accordingly, previous to com
mencing the firing. The first and second lessons are
executed by one squad at a time in skirmishing order
with fixed bayonets ; they fire halted. The first
lesson is between 600 and 900 metres (between
about 654 and 982 yards) ; the second between 300
and 600 metres (about 327 to 654 yaards. They
may fire in any position, standing, kneeling, sitting,
or lying down, and may take as long as they please.
In the third lesson the firing is by alternate files, both
ranks firing together, the Company being in two deep
line formation under the Captain, the distance is
between 350 and 600 metres— about 380 to 650
yards. Bayonets unfixed and the time unmeasured.
In the fourth lesson the distances are the same as
in the second.
The fifth lesson is in skirmishing
order, unknown distances between 100 and 300
metres, (about 109 to 327 yards) bayonets fixed, any
position, but only 35 seconds are allowed to each
man to fire his four rounds in. The sixth lesson
consists of vollies with unfixed bayonets, unknown
distances between 200 and 300 metres under the
Captain, front rank kneeling rear rank standing, the
four shots to be completed in 45 seconds. Three
only of these lessons may be completed in a day.
The target used with this shooting is No. 4 target;
it is 1'8 metres high, and 10 metres broad (roughly
speaking about 2 yards by 11) and a broad white line
representing the waist belts of an enemy is traced
about half way up along the whole breadth of the
target. In the individual fining of these exercises,
every shot that hits any part of the target counts one.
S pecial F iring.
The six lessons of combative firing are f o l l o w e d
by six of special firing in accordance with the sub
joined table which completes the course.

THE

QUEEN’
S OWN

o o
O
O
~ CO

NOTES BY THE TRANSLATOR.

Qh

£«
!
CO CO

o o

.iaqum^j

o o

•saqeui

Q.
co

•sp.niA'

o o

CM CO

^

(M CO

o c
6!^
*

»
CL'CO CO

bo
fci

21

At the close of the annual musketry practice,
generally from the 1st to the 8th of December, prizes
are given consisting of 10 lire for each under officer
— s o t t ’ufficiali —and 5 lire for every Corporal and
soldier who makes the largest total of points in or
dinary and special firing. In addition to the cash
prize, these men receive also a carbine embroidered
in wool, which they wear on their left arm, and
which is the distinguishing mark of a marksman.
The targets are made of millboard covered with grey
paper and supported on an iron frame, the white ring
being formed with white paper.
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In the last, two lessons it is calculated from the
known fall of the trajectory of the Veterli rifle, that
the target must be placed 67 metres, about 73 yards
behind the obstacle at 600 metres (about 654 yards)
and 42 metres, about 45 yards behind the obstacle at
800 metres— about 873 yards— to enable the fixer to
hit i t ; in order to do which the soldier must adjust
his si<dit
for the distance
of the obstacle,7 at the
Q
.
centre of which he aims, and approximately about
one metre above it. Numbers 1 and 4 targets have
been already described. No. 3 is a small grey target
about 2 feet square, with a bull’
s eye of about 4in.
in diameter in the centre.
PlilZES &C.
In ordinary and special firing, a prize of 3d. is
given to every soldier and Corporal who makes the
greatest number of points in proportion to the num
ber of squads, that is to say there are as many prizes
of 3d, as there are squads in the Battalion ; the
prizes being given to the highest scores, independent
of squads. When individuals make the same num
ber of points, the prize is divided between them.
4here is a special prize of 2d. for every bulls eye.
In combative firing there is a special prize of three
life to every under Officer, 1 lire to every Corporal,
?-nd half a lire to every soldier of the Company that
obtains the best percentage of the six lessons. A
life is about lOd. in our money.

T he above paper has been translsted from one sent
by a Captain of Italian Infantry, but as the original
was too voluminous, I have taken the liberty of con
densing it, and I hope I may claim to have retained
the whole information in less space. I wish to call
attention to what appears to me to be peculiar in
this system, that is in some instances in the ordinary
and combative firing, the more difficult exercises
appear to be done first, and those apparently more
easy, afterwards. For instance in ordinary firing,
lesson 9 is standing at 500 metres; lesson 10 lying
down at the some distance. Again in combative
firing, the first lesson is between 600 and 900
metres : the second between 300 and 600, the con
ditions being the same.
The term under officer, — s o t t ’ u fficiali — appears
to mean in this paper, all ranks above Corporal, and
below a Commissioned Officer, though the general
meaning of the word according to the best Italian
authority, is nearly equivalent to our Non.-Com
missioned Officer, and includes therefore Corporals.
The Italian author is not quite clear as to whether
targets 3 and 4 are backed with millboard in the same
way as targets 1 and 2, but I have taken it that he
means this to be understood. The reader can form
his own judgement whether these targets are likely
to be merely formed of “grey paper glued over
linen.”
A. F.
ODDS AND ENDS.
A ccounted for.— Miss Brilliant: “Oh, dear 1 I am so
sleepy.” Mr. Stupid : “Why I don’
t see what makes you so
sleepy ; I am not.” Miss Brilliant, (archly) : “Perhaps— per
haps you are in better company than I am.”
A h e a l t h journal says, “to be healthy, a person must sleep
with his head towards the north.” This is all right as for as it
goes, but if a man wants to rise in this world, he must sleep with
his head towards the yeast.
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VOLUNTEERS TO THE 24™ REGIMENT.
/AN Thursday the 20th lust, a telegram arrived
^ from the Dorse Guards calling on the Regiment
to volunteer for the 24th Regiment. The call was
enthusiastically responded to, no less than 131 NonCommissioned Officers and men signifying their
willingness to serve. In the afternoon the party
was inspected by Major General Bruce, and as
th.e conditions were less stringent than they had
been in the case of the volunteers for the 58th Regi
ment, the great majority were approved. General
Bruce complimented the men on the spirited manner
in which they had come forward, but stated that to
lose so many of our best men just now would be to
ruin the Regiment, and a representation to that
effect being made to the Horse Guards, orders were
sent to reduce the numbers considerably. The
party finally selected, consisting of Serjeants Franklin,
Brown, and Sale, Corporal Beresford, three Drum
mers and 26 Privates, paraded at 8.40 P.M. on the
24th Inst, in front of the Orderly Room, and were
reported present on the roll being called.
After
inspecting the arms and accoutrements Major Fyler
thanked the men for the spirit they had shown, and
said he was sorry to part with them. Three cheers
were then given for Major Fyler, and several other offi
cers present were complimented in the same manner.
But it was now time to be moving, a fact which
Lieut. Carr (the conducting Officer) reminded them
of by giving— “ Volunteers, fours right, left wheel,
quick march
the Band struck up “ The heart that
knows no sorrow,”and our volunteers started on
their long journey with the hearty good wishes of
their old comrades. On the way to the station the
band played “ Good bye at the door,” “ Free and
e a sy ,” and “ Cheer boys cheer.” An immense crowd
was waiting on the esplanade to see our men off, and
as they neared the station it continued to increase.
Every window was occupied, hats and handkerchiefs
were waved, and cheer succeeded cheer. At the
station the crowd was so great that some little dis
order was inevitable, but at last our men were seated
and the train moved slowly off. As the men took
their seats, the band struck up “ Auld Langsyne,”
the crowd joining in with a vocal accompaniment and
the train moved off amid the deafening cheers of the
assembled multitude.

SOLDIERS’ AND SAILORS’ HOME.
T ^N T E R T A IN M E N T S of Readings and Songs
wore given at the Soldiers’and Sailors Home on
3rd, 10th, 17th and 24th Insts., and as usual were
quite a success, everyone doing their best, but the
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following portions of the several programmes are
specially worthy of mention. On the 10th Inst, the
recitation by Major Fyler “Bridge of S igh s” was
rendered with much care and effect, and the songs
by Miss Birch, “ Derrnot Astore,” and “ Sleep my
love Sleep,” were sung with great musical skill and
received much applause. On the 17th Inst the read
ings by Mr. Robert Lowe, “ Is he dead,”and “The
story of a Gridiron ” were read in a most masterly
style, his impersonations of the several characters
being most natural ; the last named reading caused
roars of laughter and rounds of applause. We hope
to have the pleasure of hearing Mr. Lowe on some
future occasion.
On the 24th Mr. Byers sang “ Vanity ” and the “Bine Al
satian Mountains” with true vocal ability, and his songs were
deservedly encored. The instrumental portions rendered by Mr.,
Mrs. and Miss Usher, and Mr. VVedall were excellent, Miss Usher
showing great musical powers ir. her performance of several very
difficult variations on the violin. We are greatly indebted to Miss
Millar for the trouble she l.as takeu in getting together from time
to time the several performers to carry out these entertainments.

TOTAL ABSTINENCE SOCIETY.
A N interesting Magic Lantern entertainment was given in the
-^-School lioom Edinburgh Castle, in connection with the Total
Abstinence Society, on the evening of the 20th February by 1).
Cranston Esq., and although the room was not full, there beingsome amount of excitement on account of volunteers having been
called for, for service at the Capa of Good IIopo, yet from the
occasional bursts of applause, the interest displayed by
the audience was manifest. The lecturer after the usual intro
duction, proceeded to shew some 50 views of Paris, Versailles,
and the interior of the exhibition. Soma of the photographs were
very well done, especially the Statue of Liberty erected in front of
the buildings, in the Champ de Mars, and the Street of Nations,
representing a house from each country with irs o\\ n peculiar
architecture. At the conclusion a vote of thanks to the lecturer
was cordially given, and after singing the Doxology the meeting
dispersed.
L iv e a n d l e a r n .— Vicar’
s Daughter: “ And why did Aaron
make a golden calf ?” Sharp child of three-and-a-half; “Please
miss, because lie had’
t enough to make a cow.”
“ Sare,” said a Frenchman, wishing to display his knowledge
of the English language, “ did it rain to-morrow ?” “ Yes sare,"
was the equally bombastic reply ; “ yes rare, it vos.”
T u r n in g t h e T a b l e s .— “ What brought you to prison my
coloured friend ?” “ Two constables sail?’ Yes, but I mean had
inteniperence anything to do with it ?” “ Yes sail, dey was bofc
of ’
em drunk.”
“ How came such a greasy mess in the oven ?” said a fidgety
spinster to her maid of all work, “Why,” replied the poor g d
“ the caudles fell in some water, and I put them in the oven to dry.

--------------------------------------------- — - r

_______________________
T H E QUEEN’
S OWN
ONLY A DROP.”
4 BRIGHT warm evening after <t baking hot day
-^jn the end of July, and as I stood on the walls of
Edinburgh Castle, and gazed on the blue of the sky,
and on the deep red of the setting sun, my thoughts
took many flights. A gentle hum came to me ever
and anon from the street below, or the childish
laugh of some little one at play in the gardens
beneath. A slight breeze came off the sea from the
distant coast of Fife, bringing with it life and fresh
ness to the parched earth, after all the intense heat
of an unusually hot day. All seemed to blend in
with ray mood yet without disturbing it. There was
a peacefulness in all which made me feel as if we came
nearer heaven, when the earth wears thus a smiling
face; and yet my thoughts were not entirely free
from pain— for had I not come from a scene widely,
terribly different, come from seeing one of God’
s
finest works degraded and disfigured by sin. Not a
stone’
s throw from where I stand, will you let me
take you soldiers. Only a few months before Cor
poral Hay had come to Edinburgh, in all the pride
of his strong honest manhood, with more than one
good conduct stripe; but alas ! in that very strength
he trusted, and so when temptation came he fell---yes—the demon drink had taken hold of him, every
penny of his pay was spent in that terrible curse,
till one bright morning he came drunk on parade,
and so, past good conduct could not save him, but
degraded and miserable, he returned to the old mother
who had so proudly welcomed her tall soldier-like
son but so short a time before. And now tread
softly as you enter the darkened room, where the
soldier lays dying, for death is too plainly written on
the white emaciated face of the young man, and the
earthly career will soon be run of one, who but for this
awful failing might have lived till his hair was grey,
and his steps tottering with age.
The room is clean and neat as only love could
make it, and an old and respectable woman sits by
the bed, ever moistening the lips of the sufferer,
while the meek look of suppressed anguish, tells but
too truly it is the sorrowing mother. Soldiers will you
be warned in time? Think of your mot hers, think of
those who love you, and above all, think of God’
s
likeness you destroy. Be warned by the fate of
Corporal Hay, now lying in the Dean Bridge Cemetery. Be not tempted by every passing friend to
take “a nip,” “only a drop;” but alas how fatal.
You take till the love of it grows, and you cease to
feel how terribly fast down hill you are being carried.
Stay while it is yet called to-day, and do not degrade
your own manhood and the sweet beauty of God’
s
earth by thus letting your passions have their own
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way. The struggle may be hard in the midst of
scoffing comrades, but the reward will be sweet in a
peaceful conscience, and it is remember, but the
first step which costs us anything in either the up
ward way or downward path ; and be sure drink is
the road which leads to murder and death, not only
to your bodies, but also to your immortal souls.
“G uf.”
The following lines which were penned by that
amiable, excellent, but unfortunate officer Major
Andre, a short time before his death, will be interest
ing to soldiers as showing that the heroism and
magnanimity which this soldier displayed on his trial,
and at his execution, were sanctified and supported
by a given trust in his Saviour. It will be remem
bered that Major Andre was Adjutant General in
the British Army, engaged in the war with the
Americans, which resulted in the independence of
the United States, and when on a secret expedition,
was seized by the Americans and executed in New
York as a spy. His remains were removed to E ng
land in a Sarcophagus, and interred in Westminster
Abbey, 10th August 1821.
Hail sov’
reign Love ! that first began,
The scheme to rescue fallen man :
I fail, matchless free eternal Grace !
Which gave my soul a hiding place.
Against the God who rules the sky,
I fought with hand uplifted high ;
Despised the mention of his Grace,
Too proud to seek a hiding place.
Enwrap’
d in thick Egyptian night,
And fond of darkness more than light ;
Madly I ran the sinful race,
Secure, without a hiding place.
But thus th’eternal counsil ran—
“Almighty Love, arrest that man-,”
I felt the arrows of distress,
And found I had no hiding place.
Indignant justice stood in view,
To Sinai’
s fiery mount I flew ;
But justice cried with frowning face,
“This mountain is no hiding place.”
At length a heavenly voice I heard,
And Mercy’
s angel form appeared;
She led me on with gentle pace,
To JESU S as my hiding place.
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Should storms of sevenfold thunder roll,
And shake the globe from pole to pole ;
No flaming bolt can daunt my face,
Since JESU S is my hiding place.
On Him, Almighty vengeance fell,
Which must have sunk a world in H ell;
H e bore it for the sinful race,
And thus became their hiding place.
A few more rolling suns at most,
Will laud me on fair Canaan’
s coa st:
There I shall sing the song of grace,
And see my glorious hiding place.

THE CATASTROPHE AT THE CAPE.
nnHE news of the terrible disaster at Insanduna by
■
*“which so many families havebeen thrown in to mourn
ing, and which lias cast such a gloom over the Country,,
has been the chief military event of the past month.
The first accounts that reached this country stated
that 500 white troops and 70 natives had been killed by
an overwhelming force of Zulus, 40 officers were
said to have fallen, and the enemy were reported to
have captured the Colours lst-24th, 2 guns, 1000
rifles, and the whole Military Train of Colonel Glyn’
s,
Column, and though subsequent accounts state that
our loss was not quite so severe as at first reported,
the first news appears to have been fairly accurate.
The white troops consisting of 5 Companies, 1st
24th, and 1, 2nd 24th, with a small force of Artillery
and Engineers and a few mounted Volunteers were
killed almost to the last man. In the absence of
fuller particulars it would be unfair to criticise, but
it seems incredible that so large a force of the enemy
could assemble so near the camp had the outpost
duty been properly performed.
The 24th have been side by side with the “Queen’
s
Own ”on more than one hard fought field in Egypt,
and the Peninsula, and though we have seen but
little of them for many years, we have kept up our
connection with the Corps through Officers of the
24th who have been from time to time attached to ns.
It has been decided to recruit the lst-24th through
volunteers from other Regiments, and we amongst
others have supplied our quota. Though the disas
trous engagement may have been brought on through
negligence on the part of our people, they fought
aud died like Englishmen and we may well be proud
of tiiem. All honour to those who fell at Insanduna ;
may the new battalion in course of formation be as
brave and more fortunate than the olu lst-24tb.
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GOATS IN SYDNEY.

W H E N we were stationed in Sydney New South
Wales, a great many people kept goats for
domestic use instead of cows, and as they had full
liberty in their movements, and were allowed to walk
about the streets, they got rather troublesome ; the
public authorities therefore issued orders “That all
goats' found straying in the streets would be im
pounded, and if not claimed, slaughtered.” This
order wasn’
t much attended to, particularly about
Pitt Street, where many Nannies were captured and
killed, on which the following lines appeared in one
of the Australian papers :—
The Serjeant came down like a wolf on the fold,
And his Bobbies were gleaming in buttons not gold,
And the flash of their staves was a terror that night,
To the Nannies that browsed by the moon’
s mellow light.
Like the loaves in the forrest when summer is green,
Tile Nannies and Billies at sunset were seen :
Like the leaves of the forrest when autumn hath blown,
The Nannies and Billies next morning were strown,
For the Peelers from Kent Street hemp halters had cast,
And pounded up hundreds of goats as they past.
There lifeless lay Nanny, her eye open wide,Still fixed on the trap by whose weapon she died,
There too lay poor Billy, his beard stained with blood,
And kids by the dozen bespattered with nmd ;
And there were their owners distracted and pale,
As they one to the other recount ed the tale.
Their milk cans are empty, no cream for their tea,
For their poor milking Nannies no more will they s e e ;
Wives, widows, and daughters are loud in their wail,
’
Gainst the hard-hearted Bobbies they Utterly rail.
Who have murdered their Nannies by action design d,
And under the act all the owners have fined.

ROYAL PROCLAMATION.
^VN the 28th Inst, the Regiment furnished a
Girard of Honour to conduct the Sheriff to and
from the Court House for the purpose of reading a
Royal Proclamation. The party consisting of Secd.Lieut. Birch (in command) 4 Serjeants and 30 Pri
vates paraded at 11-30 a.m. and proceeded to the
Court House. The Proclamation called upon the
Peers of Scotland to assemble at Holyrood on the
11tli of March, to elect a representative peer in place
of the late Earl of Lauderdale. The usual cere
monies were gone Through, after which the Guard
of Honour returned to the Castle.
P rin te d b y W. H. T aylor, at th e R e g im e n ta l P ress
fo r C ir cu la tio n in th e R egim en t.
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C o lo n e l A. C. K. L o c k (in extension) fro m 15th to 21st
March.
Capt. W. H. B a y ly (in e x te n sio n o n M e d ic a l C ertificate)
from 15th M a rch to 29th April.
L ie u t H. W. O zan n e from 27th M a rch to 7th A pril.
L ieut, a n d A djt. F. F. J o h n so n fro m 23rd M a rch to 5th
April.

3rd.— Route Marching.
,,
A Draft of 70 men joined from the Depot.
10th.— Route Marching.
The undermentioned Officers rejoined from Leave
„
A squad of 50 men were handed over to
of
Absence during the month.
the Musketry Instructor to undergo a Recruit’
s
C
o lo n e l L ock , Bt.-Lt.-Col. L each , C a p ta in R o b in so n , a n d
Course of Musketry.
L ieut. T hackw ell.
J2th.— Presentation of Good Conduct Medal.
15th.— Route Marching discontinued for the
On the 12th of March at a Regimental Parade,
season.
(special) a medal for Long Service and Good Conduct
29th.— Lieut. Evans accompanied by Serjeant was presented to Serjeant D. Brien B. Company.
Jackson proceeded to Chatham to undergo a course
The Secretary of State for War lias approved of
of instruction in Field Works.
the issue of gratuities of £5 each to the following :
Serjeant Instructor of Musketry J. Beamish, Ser
I j U g im tix t a l CJiijCttc.
jeants H. Dickens and D. Brien ; Privates C. Jacobs
and R. Skeels. The Gratuities have been invested in
P R O M O T I O N S A N D A P P O IN T M E N T S .
Extracts from London Gazette dated 7th March the Regimental Savings Bank, and admitted to in
terest from 1st March 1879.
1879.
Three District Recruits joined the Regiment dur
“Capt. a n d B t.-L ieu t.-C olon el C. R, J oh n son re tire s on
pension, d a te d 8th D e c e m b e r 1877. T o h a v e the h o n o r a ry
ing the month.
rank o f C o lo n e l u p o n r e tirin g o n p en sion . H is p r o m o tio n
By the kind permission of the President and
to Major, d a te d 8th D e c e m b e r 1877 h as b een ca n celled .”
Council
of the Royal Scottish Academy, their E x
“Lieut. J. P. S o o te to b e Captain, v ic e W. P o ste re tire d on
hibition of Pictures was open free to the Regiment
pension, d a ted 14th D e c e m b e r 1878.”
both day and evening from the 17th to 22nd March.
“Lieut. B r o m fie ld to b e Captain, v ic e H. W. P hillips, r e 
signed on a p p o in tm en t to th e A r m y P a y D epartm ent, d a te d
15th January 1879.”
To be Serjean ts.—L ce.- S erjea n ts J. Leak, E. M oss, P.
Asser, and Corpl. J. Jackson.

S U B S C R IP T I O N S A C K N O W L E D G E D .
R. W ilson . Esq., an d Mrs. B. C o lq u h o u n , to 31st D e c e m 
b e r 1879.
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BINGEN ON THE RHINE.
A soldier of the Legion lay dying in Algiers,
There was lack of woman’
s nursing, there was dearth of woman’
s
[trars,
But a comrade stood beside him as life’
s blopd ebb’
d away,
And bent with pitying glances to hear what he might say.
The dying soldier faltered as he took that comrade’
s hand,
And he said, “I never more shall see my own, my native land ;
Take a message and a token to some distant friends of mine,
For I was born at Bingen—fair Bingen on the Rhine.
Tell my brothers and companions when they meet and crowd
around,
To hear my mournful story in the pleasant vineyard ground ;
That we fought the battle biavely, and when the day was done,
Full many a ghastly corpse lay pale beneath the setting sun.
And ’
moug the dead and dying were some grown old in wars,
The death wound on their gallant breasts, the last of many scars.
But some were young, and suddenly beheld life’
s morn decline,
An I one had come from Bingen, dear Bingen on the Rhine.
Tell 1113’mother that her other sons will comfort her old age,
For 1 was aye a tyrant bird who thought his home a c a g e :
For my father wras a soldier, and even when a child,
My heart leapt forth to hear him speak of troubles fierce and wild.
And when he died and left us todh ide his scanty hoard,
1 let them take whate’
er they would, but kept my father’
s sword,
And with boyish pride I bung it where the bright light used to
On the cottage wall at Bingen, loved Bingen on the Rhine, [shine
Tell my sister not to weep, or hang with drooping head,
'When the troops are marching home with a glad and gallant tread,
But to look upon them kindly with a bold and steadfast eye,
Fur her brother was a soldier, and not afraid to die.
And if a comrade seeks her hand, I ask her in my name,
T o listen to him kindly, without regret or shame,
And to hang the old sword in its place, my father’
s sword and
For the honor of old Bingen, dear Bingen on the Rhine.
[mine,
There’
s another, not a sister, in the happier days gor.e by,
Y ou’
d have known her by the merriment that sparkled in her eye,
T oo innocent for coquetry— too fond for idle scorning :
Ah! ftiend, I fear the lightest hearts make sometimes heaviest
mourning.
Tell her the last night of my life (for ere the morn has risen
My body shall be out of pain, my soul be out of prison)—I dreamt I stood with her and saw the yellow sunlight shine,
On the vine-clad hills of Bingen, sweet Bingen on the Rhine.
I saw the blue Rhine sweep along, I heard or seemed to hear.
The German songs we used to sing in chorus sweet and clear,
And down the pleasant river, and up the slanting hill,
The echoing chorus sounded through the evening calm and still.
Ami her glad blue eyes were on me, as we passed with firiendly
talk,
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Down many a scene beloved of yore and well remembered walk;
And her little hand lay lightly confidingly in mine,
But we meet no more on Bingen, dear Bingen on the Rhine.”
Ilis voice grew faint and hoarser, his grasp was childish weak,
Ilis eyes put on a dying look, he sighed and ceased to speak;
Ilis comrade bent to lift him, but the spark of life had fled,
And the soldier of the Legion in a foreign land was dead.
And the pale moon rose up slowly and calmly she looked down
On the red sand of the Battle-field, with bloody corpses strewn:
Yea 1 calmly on that dreadful scene her pale light seemed to shine
As it shone on distant Bingen, fair Bingen on the Rhine.

Copied by permission from Pom padours’Gazette.
tjTflE following lines were composed by Lord Ardmillan on the death of General Sir Hope Grant
G. C. B., who died on the 7th of March and was
buried at Edinburgh on the loth of March 1875.
They may interest our readers as bringing back to
our remembrance one who was a true friend to the
soldier; always kind and generous. He was Com
mander of the Aldershot Division during our last
period of service at that camp.
Brave as the bravest, foremost in the fight,
Gallant and courteous, generous and bright,
Beneath this turf the war-worn warrior sleeps,
And o’
er her hero grateful Scotia weeps,
Yet brighter than the soldier’
s dazzling fame,
A glory of the cross adorns his name ;
Firm and devout, he found on battle-field
His peace in Jesus, and in God his shield—
To God, his faith, his trust, his heart is given,
For Christ he lived—in Christ he passed to heaven.

OUR MUSKETRY.
fJJHE severity of flu* weather during the months
JL of February and March has been so great that
it lias been found possible to carry out very little
Musketry work. Nineteen Non-Commissioned Offi
cers have been exercised in their preliminary drills,
under the bite Instructor, Captain J. Bromfield ; and
a party of recruits, numbering at the outset 52, but
of whom several have since fallen out from various
causes, has commenced drill under the Acting In
structor, Lieut. Carr. We must hope that spring
will soon show her smiling
O face amongst
D us, and
drive away the almost Arctic regions under which
we have been so long shivering; and then at last
our Musketry Staff will have a chance of doing some
thing to reduce our enormous mass of recruits before
the annual course commences.

THE
— :© boc " Q^u e e n ' s

QUEEN’
S OWN

© t o n " ( S im
o tfe : —

E din bu rgh. Oastle, 1st A pril, 1879.

riffIE season for the commencement of the Annual
Course of Musketry is approaching, and it is hoped
that the excellent position of the Regiment in the
Classification of the Army will not only be maintained,
but be considerably improved on. That aim can only
be attained by the earnest attention of all ranks. The
Recruit should endeavour to gain sufficient points in the
Recruit’
s course to fit him to shoot with his Company
when its turn comes for exercise. He should not
merely think it enough to obtain the necessary qualification, but try far to surpass it, a feat that will
come very easy to him if he pays strict attention to
the instructions of the Musketry Staff, both in the
theory and practice of the use of the rifle. To the
drilled soldier the same advice is tendered, to enable
him to develope to the utmost the advantages ob
tainable from the powerful weapon placed in his
hands for the destruction of his enemy. Numerous
instances might be cited from history of the awful
carriage caused by the rifle in the hands of cool deter
mined men. At Plevna the Turkish troops defied
the utmost efforts of the devoted soldiers of the Czar
to capture their earth-works. Nothing that bravery
could effect was left undone on the side of the attack
ing columns ; yet Companies, Regiments and larger
units melted before the withering fire of an almost
similar arm to that with which the British Infantry is
The fighting in the Schipka Pass
h now armed.
during the late Russo-Turkish War was full of simi
lar instances on a smaller scale, and the defensive
powers of breech-loading weapons were never more
clearly shown, than in the following case.— One
night late in the autumn of 1877 the Turks made
their last attack on Fort St. Nicholas in the Schipka
Pass. This work crowns the summit of a steep bare
hill near the centre of the pass, and commands the
approaches on either side, and the Turks had made
many previous unsuccessful efforts to recapture the
all important position. On this occasion the assault
was to be made by night and the strictest silence was
observed by the attacking force as they crept up the
steep ascent. It was a moonlight night, but thick
banks of cloud obscured the light from time to time
which the Turks took full advantage of in their ad
vance. For some time everything seemed to favour
the attacking force. The strip of neutral ground
between the two armies was safely passed and the
head of the assaulting column had got half way up
the hill without a shot being fired. Five minutes
more and they would be able to attack their hated
enemy with the bayonet, and the fate of the Schipka
would be decided. But it was not to be. The
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Russian garrison was on the alert, and Rhdefzky was
too old a soldier to be caught napping. Suddenly
the moon shone out, the stillness of the night was
broken by a hoarse Russian word of command, and
then volley after volley was poured into the ranks of
the ill-fated Turkish soldiery. The result is-soon
told, in ten minutes the Turks lost 800 men, and
morning
saw the Russian flag
still waving
over Fort
O
AT •
O
o
St. .Nicholas. Incredible as it may appear, some
few T u r k s actually fought their way into the Fort,
but were of course soon overwhelmed by numbers.
The Russian garrison was armed with the Berdan
rifle, a clumsy weapon enough, and not to be com
pared to our own Martini Henry.
Again in South Africa the gallant defence for many
hours of an imperfect and hastily constructed redoubt,
by a small force of the 24th Regiment, in the face of
thousands of reckless savages, the severe loss inflict
ed on the foe, and his ultimate abandonment of the
attempt to carry the position, must be due in some
measure to the awfully destructive effect of the fire
that can be directed on the attack, when that fire
has developed its utmost efficiency by a previous
careful attention to theory and practice, whilst tinnerves are unshaken by the wild whirl and excite
ment of actual conflict. Another illustration might
be taken from the Texan War, where the rifles used
were only muzzle-loaders, and consequently could
not compete with our present weapons.
At the battle of Jacinta, which sealed the fate of
the Mexican Army in Texas, a regular force of 1500
men, commanded by the experienced General Santa
Anna, was destroyed in less than half-ar.-hour by a
band of Colonial Riflemen not amounting to half
their number; but so deadly was their fire that 630
of his force were killed outright, and 208 wounded,
the comparatively small number of the latter proving
the terrible accuracy of rifle practice. This was
achieved by the Anglo-Americans at the small sacri
fice of two killed and twenty-three wounded.
With actual war in India and Africa, unsatisfactory
relations with another Eastern potentate, and the
possibility of European etnbroglios, we may be called
on at any moment to exchange the monotony and
routine of garrison life for the stern realities of active
service. Let each individual then of the Regiment
devote himself to acquiring an acquaintance with his
duty, and a handiness in the use of and confidence
in the power of his rifle, that will, if called on to
point it at what may possibly return the compliment
with interest, make him do so with the very best
effect.
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A BRITISH SOLDIER OF THE
FIFTEENTH CENTURY.
Irving’
s conquest of Granada, we find the fol
lowing graphic description of the British soldier
in the fifteenth century, taken from a Spanish histoii.m of that period. The account is interesting as
throwing light on a somewhat obscure period of our
Military history, and also because many of the char
acteristic traits therein portrayed are still to be
found in our ranks. After mentioning how Lord
Scales came to Spain to aid in the expulsion of the
Moors, he states:—
“He brought with him a hundred archers, all
dexterous with the long-bow and the cloth-yard
arrow; also two hundred yeomen, armed cap-a-pie,
who fought with pike and battle-axe, men robust of
frame and of prodigious strength. This cavalier
was from the island of England, and brought with
him a train of his vassals; men who had been
hardened by certain civil wars which had raged in
their country. They were a comely race of men, but
too fair and fresh for warriors, not having the burnt
martial hue of our old Castilian soldiery. They were
huge feeders also, and deep carousers, and could not
accommodate themselves to the sober diet of our
troops, but must fain eat and drink after the mannerof
tlmir own country. They were often noisy and unruly
also in their wassail, and there quarter of the camp
was prone to be a secne of loud revel and sudden
brawl. They were withal of great pride, yet it was
not like our inflamable Spanish pride; they stood
not much upon the pundonor and high punctilio, and
rarely drew the stilletto in their disputes; but their
pi'ide was silent and contumelious. Though from a
remote and somewhat barbarous island they yet be
lieved themselves the most perfect men upon earth,
and magnified their chieftain the Lord Scales, beyond
the greatest of our grandees. With all this it must
be said of them, that they were marvellous good men
in the field, dexterous archers, and powerful with
the battle-axe. In their great pride and self-will,
they always sought to press in the advance, and take
the post of danger, trying to outvie our Spanish
chivalry. They did not rush forward fiercely, or
make a brilliant onset like the Moorish and Spanish
troops, but they went into the fight deliberately, and
persisted obstinately, and were slow to find out
when they were beaten § Withal they were much
esteemed but little liked by our soldiery, who thought
them staunch companions in the field, yet coveted
but little fellowship with them in the camp.”
§Napoleon and Marshal Soult are said to have made the same
remark.

Irving’
s conquest o f Granada, vol.
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the English service we are frequently hampered
in getting necessary repairs effected, by the multi
tudinous channels through which reports and author
izations have to pass before any expense can be
incurred, but the following instance extracted from
“Russia,”by D. Mackenzie Wallace, will prove that
Red Tapism is not unknown even under an auto
cratic government. “In the residence of a Governor
General one of the stoves is in need of repairs. An
ordinary mortal may assume that a man with the
rank of Governor General may be trusted to expend
a few shillings conscientiously, and that consequently
his excellency will at once order the repairs to be
made, and the payment to be put down under petty
expenses. To the bureaucratic mind t he case appears
in a very different light ; all possible contingencies
must be carefully provided for. As a Governor
General may possibly be possessed with a mania for
making useless alterations, the necessity of the repairs
ought to be verified, and as wisdom and honesty are
more likely to result in an assembly than in an indi
vidual, it is well to trust the verification to a council.
A Council of three or four members accordingly cer
tifies that the repairs are necessary. This is pretty
strong authority, but it is not enough. Councils are
composed of mere human beings, liable to error, and
subject to be intimidated by the Governor General.
It is prudent, therefore, that the decisions of the
Council be confirmed by the Procureur, who is di
rectly subordinate to the Minister of Ju-tice.
When this double confirmation has been obtained,
an architect examines the stove and makes an estimate.
But it would be dangerous to give carte blanche to
an architect, and therefore the estimate has to be
confirmed first by the aforesaid Council and after
wards by the Procureur. When all these formalities
•
— which require Sixteen days and ten sheets of paper
— have been duly observed, his excellency is informed
that the contemplated repairs will cost two roubles
and forty kopeks, or about five shillings of our
money. Even here the formalities do not stop, for
the Government must have the assurance.that the
architect who made the estimate and superintended
the repairs, has not been guilty of negligence; a
Si cond architect is therefore sent to examine the
work, and his report, like the estimate, requires to
be confirmed by the Council and the Procureur.
The whole correspondence lasts thirty days, and re
quires no less than thirty sheets of paper. Had the
person whlio desired the repairs not been a Governor
General, but an ordinary mortal, it is impossible to
say how long the process might have lasted.”
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ANECDOTES OF THE 50 TII REGIMENT.
TN describing the Battle of Sobraon the Com^mander-in-Chief says “There devolved on us the
arduous task of attacking a position covered with
formidable intrenchments, not fewer than 30,000
men, the best of the Kalsa Army, with 70 pieces of
cannon, united by a good bridge to a reserve on the
opposite bank, on which the enemy had a consider
able camp and some artillery.” “At one time the
thunder of full 120 pieces of ordnance reverberated
in this mighty combat through the valley of the
Sutlej.” “The Seiks even when at particular points
their intrenchments were mastered, strove to regain
them by the fiercest conflict, sword in hand.”
In his “Political and Military events in British
India,” Major Hough says— “The English batteries
opened at sunrise, and for upwards of three hours an
incessant play of artillery was kept up upon the
general mass of the enemy ; the round shot exploded
tumbrils, or dashed heaps of sand into the air; the
hollow shells cast their fatal contents fully before
them, and the devious rockets sprang aloft with fury,
to fall hissing among a flood of men. But all was in
va:n, the Seiks stood nnappalled, and flash returned
for flash, and fire for fire.” Again he says “the
repulse of the first assailants required that the cen
tral division should be brought forward, and these
supporting Regiments also moved in line against
ramparts, higher and more continuous than the
barriers which foiled the first efforts of their com
rades; they, too, recoiled before the fire of the
exulting Seiks : but at the distance of a furlong they
showed their innate valour and discipline by rallying
and returning the charge.” Again— “The leaders
were collected and prompt, and the battalions or. the
right—the victors of Aliwal— were impelled against
the opposite flank of the Seiks; but there, as on
all other points attacked, destruction only awaited
brave men : they fell in heaps, and the first line
was thrown back upon the second,* which, nothing
daunted, moved rapidly to the assault : the two
lines mingled their ranks and rushed forward in
masses.” On the night before Sobraon Sir Harry
Smith told us seemingly in confidence that a grand
performance would take place on the morrow, that
we should be mere spectators, that we should move
m the night, silently and cautiously, and that the
artillery and the other divisions would do all the
work, and we were just to stand by and see fair play.
At one time the play of our 99 guns was so furious
that we really thought our services would not be
required; but still we kept creeping up from time to
* 50th Foot.
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time in support of the first line. Almost at the last
moment an attempt was made to serve out a ration
of arrack ; a few on the top of the roll got it, when
a mounted officer rode up saying the Regiment was
to advance. Our Colonel wished that every man
should be supplied, and tried to hurry the process,
when more officers in more imperative language said
the first line was under fire. We doubled in support
and soon found ourselves in the same position ; as
we neared the iutrenchment we saw before us a
wall, on which tier above tier of white clad soldiers
were in full exultation, having for a time frustrated
the attack of our first line. On our right we saw
the 31st Regiment broken, and the 29th on the left
in much the same state.
We passed over some of their killed and wounded and came to
a standstill, about thirty yards from the wall which was tweu'y
feet high, to all appearance nearly perpendicular, and no scaling
ladders at hand: there we stood, not a man thinking of even
looking behind. 1 heard no orders given except, to keep closing
in on the centre ; the galleries in the front were now quite empty
and we had nothing to fire at, but the Seiks were by enfilading
making great havoc in the ranks. I myself did not enter the intrenchment, but from some of those who did I have been told ove •
and over again how it was done. Our Serjeant Major scramble 1
up to the top of the wall, and of course came rolling down, riddh d
through and through ; but his life was not sacrificed in vain, it
showed the practicability of the ascent, and then the remnant
of the gallant 31st Regiment on the right, and of the 29th
on the left closed in on the remainder of the 50th “Queen’
s
Own,”and all went over together. The three Regiments just
named having had among them in the previous engagements
817 officers and men killed and wounded, suffered at Sobraon
a further loss of 570. On that last occasion the 29th lost more
than one third—the 31st more than one half—and the 50th
“Queen’
s Own ” nearly two thirds of their whole strength on
the field.
W. B o n d .

CONVERSAZIONE.
\ CONVERSAZIONE was lately given by the Lord Provost
- ^ a t the Museum in Chambers Street for the purpose of formalb
opening the Exhibition of the Prince of Wales’
s Indian Collection.
Upwards of three thousand persons received invitations, and the
scene within the building was a gay and brilliant oue, eulivened as
it was by a moving mass of ladies’evening dresses of varied hues,
mixed with the black coats of civilians, and liberally sprinkled with
Naval, Military and Volunteer uniforms. The Museum was ad
mirably lighted up, and the excellent Band of the Inniskilling
Dragoons played a selection of pieces during the evening under
the leadership of Mr. Webber. The collection itself is well worth
a visit; it consists chiefly of Indian arms, dresses and jewellery,
curious in workmanship, and gorgeously ornamented, the arms in
particular being in many instances thickly inlaid with gold. We
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may inform such of our readers as are unaware of the fact that
the Museum, in which are many other objects of great interest, is
open free on Wednesdays, Fridays, and Saturdays from 10 a.m to
4 p.m., and on Fridays and Saturdays from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
----------------------- J

RECOLLECTIONS OF AN OLD
50TH SOLDIER.
j 1TR. EDITOR,—it wives me great pleasure to find
:
that all the old 50th “Queen’
s O w n ” soldiers
have not yet departed this life, and I hope more will
show they are still in existance, and favour your little
paper and the readers thereof with some incidents,
which I have forgotten, and by so doing refresh my
n e a r l y worn out memory. I will now with your
kind permission give you one more incident relating
to the gallant dear old Blind Half hundred ; it will
be a clean sweep, such an incident as I never heard
of b fore, or since. I will be as brief as possible.
At 4 a. m. on the 18th of December 184G we marched
out of Loodiannah, leaving a number of men behind
who had volunteered to other Regiments, the Band
playing that beautiful air— “Home sweet home.”
It would be useless to attempt to describe my feelings
at that moment, but we had a duty to perform, and
feelings must not interfere when duty is concerned.
Cheer after cheer rent the morning air, and a last
one for Brigadier Wheeler and his dearly loved
Sepoys. One more cheer and away we went, leaving
many behind who now wished they were with us.
Arrived at our camping ground in due course of time,
pitched our tents, and had our breakfast, &c. Thus
we started for dear old England via Calcutta,— a
long march in front of us. 19th December, 1846—
struck camp about 2.30 a.m., marched this morn
ing Left in front, Light Company leading— beautiful
cool morning; and now Mr. Editor I must first of
all tell you that I was perfectly sober, as some who
read the exploits of that morning as I relate them,
might imagine I was under the influence of Indian
ai rack (rum). No sir ! such \yas not the case, and
therefore you shall have the whole particulars, and
any one who reads this, must put liis own construc
tion on it. As I said, the light Company was leading,
marching at the rate of about four miles an hour,
the Regiment bowling along, all life and spirits,
when suddenly a rumbling noise was heard by us in
front; “What is that” asked each of the other.
The buz is still heard more plainly, when all in a
moment our Company is swept clean and clear from
the road.
Laugh— who could resist laughing p
There was the gallant old 50th swept completely
from the road, tossed head over heels, for once in its
history prostrated. “What’
s the matter ?” ejacuj la ted a score of voices at once; I had been thrown just
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like a football and landed on my weak shoulder and
for the moment stunned, but I heard a voice shout,
“50th, Steady.” Oh yes, steady enough ; then the
burst of laughter from the officers as they picked
themselves up, although there were only three at the
time walking, the remainder riding in front so that
they escaped. I looked up from mv position and
was on my feet immediately, (there was the
Commanding Officer, how he could help laughing I
can’
t imagine, he must have been made of stone or
something equally hard) just view the scene from
those officers’stand point, is there a mistake, or is it
really a fa ct; well there could not be any mistake,
for close to me stood one of the Grenadiers looking
for his rifle, others looking for whatever they had
lost.
I asked the Grenadier whatever brought him up from b ■ingwiththe rear Company, he could not give any account except that
lie was pushed up, tut I replied, “your’
s is the rear Company
and more than that, your Company forms the rear guard
he
could give no other account, than that he was pushed up. liut
order you may be sure was very soon restored, v it k the assistance
of Mr. Bugler, who was a very smart chap indeed. “Sound the
‘fall in ’ blow, blow, blow, but no sound ; u What’
s (he matter,
why don’
t you sound the fall in when ordered ?” Blow, to his great
surprise, and the laughter of ihe boys near, the bugle was pressed
to death ; positively done for—never, no never to sound agiiu—
completely done for. If I recollect right it was the Band Serjeant
who snatched a bugle and sounded the assembly; well, here we
are off again, laughing and chaffing, but every one conjecturing
how it happened, and the cause of i t ; some thought it was an
earthquake or the shake of one. So on we trudged, laughing and
joking, when all at one -: we came upon Sir Hugh Gough’
s Camp,
the Band struck up if I remember right, " Garry Owen.”and on
our arriving at our Camp, informat’
on reached us that an extra
dram of grog was to be issued, an 1 I can assure you 11 is Excel
lency’
s health was drank quite merrily, with three times three.
20th December, Su .day.— Halted.
21st December.— Marched to Sirhind —beautiful campingground
and plenty of game— line sport for the Officers who went out
shooting—had a good day, and brought some heavy loads back
with them ; country in a beaut fijl state of cultivation—weather
delightful.
(To be continued.)

THE SCOTTISH ACADEMY.
rr iH E opening of the Royal Scottish Academy is looked forward
to by most with feelings of satislaction. It. is a sign that
wli t is called " The Edinburgh Season ”is beginning, that people
from the Country will come into the town, and that more than
the u-nal amount of gaiety will take place. The academy is in
itself a very pleasant lounge. People go to it doubtless at fir.-t to
look at the pictures, but by-aud-bye they go there chiefly to talk
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to each otlier and discuss the various entertainments that are
going on. Nor is the opening of the Academy uninteresting to
the men in the Castle, in as much as every day since its opening
there have been some of them on duty as sentries; and the Com
mittee have kindly— following the exam pie of last year—allowed the
men of “The Queen’
s Own ”to go in free of charge from the 17th
to 23rd of March, and that during the day or in the evening.
The Gallery in which the pictures are exhibited is now known as
“The Mound.” When the streets of “The New T o w n ” were
being planned and laid out, a collection of refuse and debris was
necessarily formed which was made up into one large heap, now
called “The Mound.” It was originally “Geordie Boyd’
s Mud
Brig,” in honour of the intelligent citizen who hit on this happy
plan, which was thought so clever that it was proposed to join
the High Street and the Calton Hill in a similar way. This is
the fifty-third exhibition of the Academy, and it comprises this
year—including sculpture and architecture— 1078 works of art
Many men of great eminence have sent their works, amongst
others Alma Tadema, W. Orchardson, Sir Daniel Macnee, John
Faed &c. Where there are so many good it is perhaps invidious
to make distinctions. For many, the seven pictures of the lat 3
Sain Bough will have a particular attraction, the interest in their
intrinsic merit being heightened by the recent death of their
gifted author, who’
s career ad is another to the many instances
corroborating the truth of what wasbstated in our February num
ber that “In every community men from humble commencements
have raised themselves to high positions.” No. 240 possesses a
melancholy interest as being the last oil painting on which Sam
Bough was engaged. Perhaps general opinion would declare No_
332 by Alma Tadema to he the most remarkable picture in the
collection ; any description of it that we could give would fail to
couvey even an idea of its wonderful merit. G. Paul Chalmers
has painted No. 133 “Near Callander ”aud other five pictures in
this exhibition. Many of our reade-s will recollect this arlist’
s
sad death last year. John Faed lias only sent two pictures, 241
and 407; anything he has done, well deserves being studied.
To notice however hurriedly the works of even only the greater
masters, to say nothing of much less known names, amongst which
we cannot fail to remark 1141>y J. Lawton Wingate, would occupy
too much of our space. To those who are influenced in the
admiration of a picture by the p:ice thut is asked for it— like the
man in Punch wno admired an etching, thinking it was £30, though
he remarked it was rather dear at that money, and being told it
was 30s., promptly' threw it aside as worthless—many pictures in
this exhibition are not for sale, others have not their price stated,
but the two largest sums asked are £840 for No 154, and £600
for No. 334. We would venture to add however that, probably
in nothing is price so bad a test of merit as in pictures ; young
unknown artists often giving away their works at first for very small
sums.

We would advise as many of our readers as possible

t° go and see

the pictures for themselves, and would bring

under their notice the quotat ion from Sandby with which the
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academy has headed their Catalogue—•
“The study of the Fine
Arts has a tendency more direct than any other branch of Educa
tion to improve aud elevate the mind, and to purify aud refine
the taste.”

Q N the 13th of March several of the Officers of the
50th Regiment were invited by the Lord Provost,
Magistrates and Council of the City of Edinburgh,
to a civic feast in honour of the marriage of H. R. II.
the Duke of Connaught and Strathearn K. G., Lieut.
Colonel Commanding 1st Battalion Rifle Brigade; to
the Princess Louise Margaret of Prussia. The day
was far from propitious, as all outside was cold and
cheerless, but the snow which fell continuously in
thick heavy flakes clothed the earth in a bridal gar
ment of snowy white, appropriate to the occasion.
The banquet took place in the council chamber, and
consisted of cake and wine (principally champagne.)
The Lord Provost first gave the usual loyal toasts,
which were most heartily responded to ; the Band
of the “Queeen’
s Own ” was present, and their
strains were most artistically modulated, producing
a soft and very harmonious effect. They plaved
appropriate airs after each toast, on one occasion
only was there a false start— when the Lord Provost
proposed the Queen the Band at once commenced
the National Anthem, and his Lordship explaining
that he had a good deal more to say, found it not
easy to stop them.
The ‘
Duke and Duchess ofConnaught’wasofcourse
the toast of the day. We will not attempt to repro
duce the Lord Provost’
s speech, which was reported
in full in all the local papers; we will merely say it,
was a very good speech, very well delivered, and
among other things the Lord Provost stated that on
one occasion when His Royal Highness was present
at the giving of Colours by Her Majesty, and was
invited to take Ins place amongst the Royal Family,
he replied that he declined to be half a soldier, and
that his place on a military parade was in the saddle;
he also remarked that the Bride’
s father (often
called the Red Prince) was a great soldier, aud on one
occasion during the French and Prussian War, he
had taken 70,000 prisoners. The toast was most
enthusiastically drunk, and simultaneously a chain
of signalmen— the first of whom was on the roof of
Council Chamber—-signalled to the Castle, and the
thunder of a Royal Salute was intermingled with
the cheers of the guests. The toast of the Lord
Provost given and responded to, another loyal
toast finished a most agreeable afternoon, which
quite made us forget the bad weather outside.
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OUR BALL.
! /AX the night of the 26th of March a Ball was
given at the Assembly Rooms by Colonel Lock
: and the Officers of the “Queen’
s Own ” to their
i friends of Edinburgh and neighbourhood. Great
efforts had been made to do honour to the occasion,
and to give that distinctive character and martial
appearance to the entertainment so desirable at a
Military Ball. The armoury was despoiled of many
of its choicest trophies for decorative purposes, a
guard of honour was in attendance to receive the
s Own” Band filled the
guests, the “Queen’
orchestra, and the Regimental Colours were not for
gotten. A little before 10 p.m. Colonel and Mrs.
Lock, Mrs. Leach, Major Fyler, and the Officers of
the Regiment arrived to meet their guests, who soon
afterwards began to assemble.
On arrival the
guests first passed through the ranks of
Tae Guard of Honour
consisting of four Non-Commissioned Officers and
thirty-eight Privates under command of Lieut.
Morse, which lined the lower hall. The Guard pre
sented arms to Colonel Lock, and stood to attention
whilst the other guests arrived, and returned to the
Castle about 11.30 p.m. Our visitors then ascended
to the Reception Hall, pausing en route to admire
the various decorations. Above the landing of the
West staircase were two large trophies (claymore
and pistol) between which was placed a device in
blue and gold, the number of the Regiment being in
the centre, surrounded by a list of the honours borne
on the Regimental Colours, encircled by a laurel
wreath and surmounted by the lion and crown.
These ornamental designs were placed on a white
ground, surmounted by a deep border of blue and
silver, in which the rose, the thistle and shamrock
were combined, and illuminated from below by a row
of lamps draped in pink muslin. A trophy of High
land pistols was hung over the balustrade at the
head of the staircase, our old Crimean Colours hang
ing gracefully on either side of the West Entrance.
The East staircase and entrance were similarly deco} rated, the trophies here being composed of bayonets,
| and the Crimean Colours replaced by the three
1 colours captured by the Regiment in the Seikli War.
T he R eception H all
wa^ ornamented at intervals by crossed pikes and
halberds, and a trophy of bayonets was placed over
! the entrance of the supper room, whilst the entrance
to the Ball Room was guarded by two bronze Coehorns. Drummers Quinn and Duffy stood at the
entrance to the Ball Room, with drums slung and
held horizontally, the drum-heads being filled by Ball
programmes. After disposing of these they took
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charge of the rope used to divide the Ball Room
during the round dances and made themselves very
useful during the evening.
T he B all R oom
gave slight opportunity for the display of deco
rative art, but a pleasing effect was produced by the
arrangement of hothouse plants, and choice flowers at
the ends of the room, and on the mantelpieces, which
our lady friends fully appreciated, and the Regimental
colours were most appropriately placed in front of the
orchestra. Supper was served in that part of the
Music Hall usually devoted to the purpose on similar
occasions. The entrance to
T he S uffer R oom
was guarded by two mail clad warriors in the armour
of the fifteenth century. The tables were separated
from the remainder of the room by low screens con
necting a row of Gorin,thian pillars fluted in blue and
white, and supported by halberds.
Blue leno
curtains were hung between the pillars, over which
were curtains of white lace, the upper part
being furnished with a border of blue and silver of
similar design to that on the staircase. The walls,
or rather the wall of this artificial supper room was
prettily pannelled in blue and white, and further
ornamented by six small stars of bayonets.
Supper was served at 12 o’
clock and appeared to
give universal satisfaction.
The tables were or
namented with flowers, which, with a large selection
of Mess Plata set them off to ogreat a d v a n ta gDe . The
portion of the Music Hall under the gallery was fur
nished as a drawing room for the occasion, and well
supplied with sofas, easy chairs, etc.
Messrs. Caldwell furnished us with a delightful
programme, and dancing was kept up till 5 a.m.
The dance Music was carefully selected and ad
mirably played by the Band of the “Queen’
s Own.”
Great praise is due to Mr. Gassner for this excellent
result, and Band-Serjeant Richardson and the men
of the Band generally, deserve all praise for their
contribution to the evenings amusement. Qr.-Mr.Serjt. Geddes, Pay.-Mr.-Serjt. Roche, Col.-Serjt,
Goss 0. R. C., and Col.-Serjt Ball rendered valuable
assistance, collecting invitation cards etc, whilst Col.Serjt. Locks announced the names of our guests in a
most successful style. Pioneer-Serjt Jupp attended
to the decorations with zeal and ability, and Serjt.
Dawson was most useful in the supper room.
Between GOO and 700 invitations were issued,'about 340 of which
were accepted. The Ball ‘
Committee consisting of Major Fyler as
president, with Lieut*. Carr and Evans as members, were in
defatigable in their endeavours to make our Ball go off well, and
the work devolving upon them was of a most arduous natuie.
They deserve our best thanks for the trouble they have taken,
and they have the satisfaction of knowing their efforts have been
crowned with success.
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1st.— 35 men were handed over to the Musk try
Instructor to undergo a Recruit’
s Course of Musketry.
15th.— A. and G. Companies proceeded to to
Dundee.
17th.-—30 men commenced a Recruit’
s Course of
Musketry.
18th.— 3 Officers and 92 Rank and File of the 1st
Royal Scots Regiment arrived at Edinburgh Castle for
duty.
22nd.— 1 Serjeant and 5 Privates rejoined HeadQuarters from Dundee.
29th.— 1 Officer and 12 men rejoined Head-Quar
ters from Dundee.
29th.—50 men handed over to commence a Course
of Musketry.
§Dgtn«n::tttl <25a le t t e .
P R O M O T IO N S A N D

A P P O IN T M E N T S .

Extract from London Gazette, dated 11th April,
1879.
“Lieut. E. H. C a rr t o b e In s tr u c t o r o f M usketry, v ic e
Capt, J. B rom field , pro m o ted , d a te d 8th M a rch 1879.’
’
T o be S erjea n ts.—L ce.-Serjt. W. B a r r o w G. C om pa n y,
and Corpl. J. D u n s m o r e (Depot.)
T o b e L a n ce- S erjea n t.—C o r p o r a l J. Im p e tt B. C om pan y.
T o be C orp ora l.—L ee.- C o rp o ra l R. G o r d o n C. Com pan y.
To-be L a n ce- C o rp o ra ls.—P riv a te s J. P o w e D C om pa n y,
T. N orris F. C o m p a n y S. B a r to n B. C om pa n y, F. W e b s te r
C. Com pany,
TRA N SFERS.
T o the 1st C la ss A r m y R eserv e.—C o r p o r a l W. A braham ,
and P riv a te J. H a r r is F. C om pan y.

DOINGS,
[PHce One

P enn y.

D IS C H A R G E S .
On co m p le tio n o f 21 y ea rs serv ice.—P riv a te W. N o t le y G.
C o m p a n y : p en sio n Is. Id, p e r diem.
Pte, E. Byatt, C. C o m p a n y . p e n sio n lid. p e r diem .
P riv a te s W. B u rton and W. W ood , C. C o m p a n y : p e n sio n s
n o t y e t notified.
B y purchase.—P riv a tes A. L u c a s B. C om pa n y, a n d H.
W ebb, C. C om pany.

The undermdtioned Officers rejoined from Leave
of Absence during the month.
Capt. W. H. B ayly, L ieut. H. W. Ozanne, a n d L ieut, and
Adjt. F. F. Johnson.
M A R R IA G E . A pril 5th, at M aidstone, C olor-S erjt, J.
O’
Keefe, (Depot) to A n nie M aria Black.
S U B S C R IP T IO N S A C K N O W L E D G E D .
Col.-Serjt. J. S h ep h erd to 29th F eb ru a ry 1880Mr. B oden, Messrs. Raeburn, and Mr. C o w e to 31st M a rch
1880.

K I N S A L E.
HE following particulars about the Kinsale
Fisheries will be interesting to those who were
with the Regiment in Ireland. The mackerel fishery
has now been organized for seventeen years, and
year by year it has been steadily increasing until
now the fleet engaged in it numbers 500 sail.
In the early part of this season the prospects were
very discouraging, but during the last few weeks
there has been an immense catch of mackerel, the
fish being of the largest size ever taken. As many
as four steamers were despatched every day from
Kinsale for Milford and Bristol, and in addition to
this there were large consignments by train to Cork
and Dublin. The heavy gale which sprang up on
the 18th April prevented a large proportion of the
fleet from proceeding to sea ; but those that ventured
were rewarded with catches varying from 700 to
7000 per boat.
Many of our readers will remember how II. M. S. Goshawk,
the Guardship at Kinsale was suddenly ordered to proceed to G ib
raltar in December 1877. After a very rough passage the G os
hawk was forced to put into Vigo by stress of weather, ouly to
find that the order to sail had been a hoax. Since fhen the" un
fortunate vessel has been sent on various fool’
s errands, and has
had a decidedly'bad time of it. Quite recently the Goshawk was
sent in search of an imaginary privateer, supposedjto be a Russian
cruiser, which was reported to have been seen off the W est coast
of Ireland, and which it is scarcely necessary to remark she failed
to come across. A clue to the author of all this mischief has at
last been found, and a junior olfioer of the Goshawk is now
being tried by Court Martial for the offence.
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The Figure of Merit obtained by this party was
99-54; in Volley* firing they made an average of
8-84, in Independent firing 11*75, and 7’
33 in Skir
mishing.
The
average
in
Judging
Distance
was
rp H E following extracts are taken from an old MS.
24-42.
Compared
with
last
year
this
result
may
he
<in the origin of the Town Guard in Dundee, and
considered
satisfactory,
for,
although
the
Figure
of
at this time are interesting as two Companies of the
Regiment have been sent from Edinburgh to that town Merit shows a slight falling off, there has been a de
cided gain in the other practices. The slight decrease
for a somewhat similar duty.
in the Figure of Merit of our recruits may be attri
“ Dundie, the bill June 1679.
buted to the severity of the weather which was very
“A c t anent the keiping’of nightlie gairds within this bmgh.
much against good shooting. The following were
The Councell considering the troublos tyms that now isjlyk to come
the best scores at the various distances:—at 100
on this Kingdom, that it is necessar for this brngh to have ane
yards, Corpl. deHamnsart 34, Ptes. F. Gilbert 32,
nightlie guard keiped for defending of this brugh from invasione
J. Lee 32, and J. Patterson 32. 200 yards, Pte. J.
of t nemies.. Thaiifote they are the next Councell day to nominal
Oliver 29. 300yards, Pte F. Foster 30. 400 yards,
Capitans, Livtenents, Eusignes, and Serjants, in avrie quarter,
Pte. J. Brannan 32. 500 yards, Ptes: A. Scott 33,
an . to condischend what number sail be on the sd. nightlie gaird.” and F. Foster 32. 600 yards, Corpl. de Haumsart 27.
The highest
aggregate
_
w
scores are as follows: — Pte.
“ Dundie, the 9th June 1679.
F. Foster heads the list with the very respectable
“Act ordeining the haill Inhabitants to meit evrie night at the
score of 155 ; next comes Corpl. de Haumsart with
Croce to receive their orders. Since it is appoynted be the Pro
144, very closely followed by Pte. R. M’
Cormick
vost. balzies, and councell of this brugh that ye sail be ane nightlie
who
made
141.
The
best
Judges
of
Distance
are
watch keiped within this brugh; thairfore they order all the In
Pte.
Jackson
31,
Corpl
de
Haumsart
30,
and
Pte.
T.
habitants within this brugh to couveine evrie night at the Croce,
C'ookson 30.
TO T H E E D IT O R OF
T H E QU EEN ’
S OWN G A ZET TE .’

and receive orders from ye severall Capitans, after the beating of
the drum each night at, or befor eight o’
clock in the night, under
the paine of ffourtie shillings, Scots money, for ilk persone contravinand, toties quoties.”
“ Dundee, 1Oth June, 1679.

“Anent the keiping ginerall Randivois at the Magdalen yeard.
The Councell appoynts ane generall randevouse to be keiped at
the Magdalen yeard, of all the fencable men within this brugh,
betwixt sextie and sexteine, to be holden on Thursday nixt, the
nyuteine of this moueth, at. eight o’
clock in the morniug. These
are cmanding all fencable men to kep that tyme with suficiet
aims, and ordeins the drums to goe to advertise all for that
effect, wnder the paine of twentie pounds, to be payd be ilk per
sone absent and coutraveins this pnt act.”

This Guard existed until nearly the beginning of
the present century, atid was done away with assome of the individuals composing it were suspected
in smuggling transactions of the period.
They
were succeeded by a Drummer and and a Piper who
perambulated the town, announcing to the citizens
the advent of the Curfew hour, and proclaiming the
hour of going to bed.
MUSKETRY.
A N the 1st of April a party of 35 Recruits com
menced a course of Musketry under the super
intendence of Lieut. Carr. Four of the party were
sent back for further instruction after firing 9 rounds,
and the remainder completed their course on the 16th.

Death of Dr. pBurlu.
W e regret to announce the death of Deputy-Inspector
General J. Burke, who was for many years connected with
the 50th, and was present, with the Regiment at the battles
of Moodkee, Ferozeshah, Aliwal and Sobraon. It has been
the fortune of few men to see so much and such varied ser
vice as fell to the lot of Dr. Burke. lie entered the Army
in 1840, and after seiving in Australia, proceeded to India,
where we find him at the opening of the Sutlej Campaign
in 1845, assistant Surgeon to the 50th. When Dr. Graydon
was killed at Moodkee, Dr. Burke succeeded to medical
charge of the Regiment, an 1remained with us 8 years. Dr.
Burke then joined the Buffs and served with them from
May 1855 to May 1856 at the siege and assault of Sebastapol. He also served with his Regiment in the Chinese War
of 1860, and was present at the action of the Sinho, taking
of Tangku, Storm and Capture of the Taka forts, elc.
Dr. Burke afterwards served as Principal Medical Officer
at various home stations and retired on Half Pay in .Tune
1867. In the spring of 1876 he had the honour of receiving
the distinction of a Good Ser\ ice Pension, vacated by the
death of Sir David Drombech. In our May number for
1876 we gave a short account of Dr. Burke’
s services and
made mention of the various honours he had won, not for
getting the Distinguished Service Pension; and the following
number contains his answer, a short heaity letter, thanking
us for the preceding article, and wi.-hing every success to
the Regiment. Dr. Burke was a nat ive of Dublin, a graduate
in Arts of Trinity College, and a Licentiate of the Royal
College of Surgeons in Ireland,
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NOTICE.

ation of the Cross or Rude day. “The fairest hart
that ever was seen ” rushed past the King and
knocked him down, to save himself from its antlers
the King put up his hands “when the holy croce
slaid into them ” and at the emblem the stag fled.
The King was then in a dream admonished to dedi
cate a house to the “Holy Rude ” on the very spot
where he got “the Croce,” which he did, proving
[We shall be most happy at a ll tim is to receive communications from
himself to be as James I. said, “ane sair sanct for
friends, for insertion. Such communications should be addressed to THE
the crown.” Nor is it only in ihe pages of history
EDITOR, " Q- 0 ” Gazette, 50th Regiment Edinburgh Castle, and should be
written on one side o f the paper only the Name and Address of the Sender
that Holyrood is famous. Sir Walter Scott has so
being enclosed.
associated it with his story of Waverley, regarding
whose hero be it remembered it was to Dundee he
—
“l i m i t ’
s # t o n ” © a le tte : —
went to join his Regiment and begin his soldiering,
Edinburgh Castle, 1st May, 1879.
in that famous town to which we sent a Detach
GIN CE our arrival here we have— at first alternate ment the other day ; famous amongst other things
l y with the 6th Dragoons, but latterly by ourselves as being the place where Sir William Wallace spent
—furnished a Serjeant’
s Guard for Rolyrood Palace. part of his school days, so that one can easily and
Their march to it inay in some respects remind one almost as naturally imagine Rose Bradwardine and
of the description given in our first volume of the Flora Maclvor in the Picture Gallery as the Prince
Magazine Guard in Dublin ; “After a march along himself. Again Scott tells us in “The Lady of the
the dirty quays, along the odourous Liffey, that Lake” that “Where Vennacher in silver flows, And
poetic stream smelling stronger but not sweeter than ridge on ridge Ben Ledi rose,” Fitz James meets
roses,” they arrive at— Holyrood, where our Guard unknowingly Roderick Dhu, who he dercribes as one
are rewarded not only by seeing as fine scenery as that “Who in the Regents Court and sight, With ruffian
of the Magazine Fort, but arc under the shadow, dagger stabbed a knight,” and Roderick answers,
so to speak, of the most interesting pile of building* “What recked the chieftain if he stood, On heather
in the Kingdom. Even the dirty street they have ground or Holy Rood ; but to give even a small num
left, named the Canongate, or the way of the Canons ber of the quotations about Holyrood would occupv
regular of St Augustine, lias any amount of interest too much space. Our Guard is comfortably quaring associations : and not so many years ago when tered on the west side of the place or square in front
the custom of “Gardy-loo” prevailed, their march of the Palace. There is a large panelled room for
would have been much dirtier, though then, and for the men, and a little one off it for the Serjeant. 0 i
long before, this was the locality whore our most the other side of the passage is a room now used bv
celebrated men lived : the 1st Duke of Gordon, the our Musketry fatigue party for keeping the flags in
1st Duke of Queensferry, Sir David Baird, Allan &c., but formerly used by the Officer on Guard, for
s Guard. In the centre of
Ramsay, John Knox, David Hume, Lady Stair, Car this was once an Officer’
dinal Beaton, Smollett, Lord Monboddo, &c., &c.,— the square is a very beautiful fountain where for
all had houses there ; and as the Guide Books tell us merly stood a very ugly statue of the Queen,
s request buried six feet
“Wanderers from every region of the earth have tra which was at Her Majesty’
deep
in
the
Court
yard
of
the
Royal stables so as to
versed that old thoroughfare to visit the time-honoured
The
preoints of Holyrood, the most interesting remnantsof puzzle archaeologists some centuries hence.
Scottish antiquity.” The name of II olyrood is a spell present Palace is comparatively modern, it was com
with which to conjure up all that is most interesting menced by order of Charles II. in 1671 and finished
in Scottish history : Queen Mary, Rizzio, Darnley, in 1679 ; the only old part is the North West Tower
s rooms are. We would advise
Bothwell, John Knox, etc. Further back the mar where Queen Mary’
riage of James IY and Margaret, and the presenta as many as possible to go and look at Holyrood
tion to him by Pope Julius of the Sword of State, themselves. They will see many curious things ; a
still preserved amongst the Regalia of Scotland &c., likeness of King Fergus who lived b.C. 330 wears,
s rooms which “Historians,
back to King David I, who was its founder, or rather and Queen Mary’
the founder of Holyrood Abbey, on the site of which poets and novelists have combined to render perhaps
the Palace was built. The legend goes that King the most interesting suite of rooms in Europe.”
David was hunting “near the Cannongait ” then We may remind our readers that the Palace is free
“ane gret forest, full of hartis, hyndis, and sic like to the public on Saturday, but to Soldiers and Blue
manner of beistis.” It was the festival of the exalt- Jackets it is always free.
"T H E Q U EEN ’
S OWN G A Z E T T E : A R ecord of the
50th Regimental Doings,”w ill be forwarded Rost Frt.e to
Subscribers on the First of each Month at the following
Rates of Subscription :—
ONE Y E A R
.
.
.
. I s . 8d.
Do.
(Toned Paper)
2s. 8d.
Those wishing to becom e Subscribers to the Gazette,
shou ld forward their N am es and Addresses, with amount
of Subscription to Col.-Serjt. Wm. Goss, Orderly Room
Clerk, 50th Regiment, The Castle, Edinburgh.
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W H E N our Regiment lay at Loodiannak in the
’early part of 1845, we all knew that a set of
Colours were in the Guard Room, aud that our
Colonel was only waiting for some person of impor
tance to arrive and make the presentation. I think
that Colonel Ryan’
s idea of qualification was rather
high, and that nobody much below a GovernorGeneral or Communder-in-Chief was thought worthy
of the honour. We were on the extreme boundary of
British India at that time, and such arrivals could
hardly be expected; our Colonel therefore wrote a
letter to Sir Charles Napier, which he afterwards
read to us on parade, we thought it very well worded,
and expressed our opinion either by a murmur of
applause, or a cheer, I forget which. 'The letter
began by congratulating Sir Charles on his recent
great victory at Meanee and the subjugation of
Scinde ; it reminded him that he had once served with
the 50th, and notably at Corunna, where he was
personally spoken to by Sir John Moore, in the
famous w ords— “Well done the 50th— well done my
Majors;” it went on to say that new Colours were
at head quarters, and that nothing would please
himself and the Regiment so much as to receive
them from the hand of such a renowned soldier as
Sir Charles Napier, the conqueror of Scinde. In
course of time an answer was received, which was
also read out on parade; the General began by say
ing how proud he felt at the honour intended to be
conferred on him : that he looked back with pleasure
to the time he spent with the 50th, but that lately
he had been more closely associated with the 22nd,
that the distance between us was great, and was not
likely to be diminished ; he therefore advised Colonel
Ryan not to miss the first opportunity of getting
the Colours handed over to the Regiment; “but,”
added the General, “if I ever come within 100 miles
of the 50th I will come and see them, even if I should
have to travel the distance on foot. Afterwards Sir
Henry Hardinge came to Loodiannak, but then the
storm was brewing, and the war-cloud hung over
the Punjaub , instead of thinking about new colours,
the Governor General was only intent on ascertain
ing how many men could be mustered to accompany
the old ones into the field. Sir Charles Napier com
manded the Bombay Army of 10,000 men, marching
up to the scene of war. He was too late for the
fighting, but joined the grand Army near the walls
of Lahore ; the 50th was there but neither the new
Colours nor Col. Ryan ; still as Sir Charles expressed
a wish to see his old battalion, every available man
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was placed on parade, when the numbers were two
Officers, and 130 men.* The General is said to
have asked— “Is this the 50th Regiment ?”
*Delhi Gazette.

W . B ond .

RECOLLECTIONS OF AN OLD
50TH SOLDIER.
(Continued from our last number.)

22nd December, 1846.— Marched to Pattuseer.
Now it is a well known fact that all through the
route from Umballah to Loodiannah there existed
some of the greatest scoundrels in India, who lived
entirely by plunder; nothing was too hot or heavy for
them if they could but put their hands on it. Com
pletely naked and bathed iu oil, if caught it was next to
impossible to hold them, they were in fact more slip
pery than eels. On arrival at our camping ground
we soon found that something was the matter. It
seems one of these gentlemen had been trying his
hand on a black brother: a regular case of diamond
cut diamond. What had he done. Oh ! robbed a
native, but the difference of rank between these men
must be considered, and though there was probably
not much to choose between them, the one was a
great Soubadar, the other a social Pariah, the one
richly clad and wearing gold ornaments, the other
without a rag to his back. The poor wretch had
taken a fancy to a valuable necklace ; oil and craft
accomplished his object, but unfortunately for him
he was caught, and his punishment must be worthy
the oceasson. A Native Regiment was drawn up in
two lines facing inwards, the men armed with belts,
ropes, sticks, etc.; the culprit had to run the gaunt
let between these lines, if he got through (a rare
occurence) he was free, if, on the other hand he
failed, he must be hanged, and that in whatever way
the aggrieved party chose; this man failed to reach the
desired flank, although his efforts were renewed again
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o-aily on to Ragpoora, a large village ; here there is
a large Searrie, to which in the evening we all resort
ed by way of taking the cramp ont of our feet and
legs, and to behold the wonders therein.
24th December.— Marched to the left bank of
Guggerkin: here we met with a detachment of
Volunteers— weather delightful.
25th December.— Christmas Day, hurrah ! up
with the lark in the morning, bound for Umballah,
marching in splendid order, seeming to smell plum
pudding in the air; hurrah! here comes the
excellent Band of the 61st Regiment, just by way of
a relish before breakfast. I never remember the old
Regiment getting over so much ground in the time
as that morning; now we certainly had a band of
our own, but this one put new mettle into every
man, it ever, effected the Officers’ horses, which
began to neigh and prance like young colts. Well
we duly arrived, Officer fraternizing with Officer,
Company with Company; but they had forgotten
what terrible losses we had suffered, and the repast
prepared for us was sufficient for double our number,
and if I remember rightly we all went to church in
the evening, but I am rather in a fog about this :
(perhaps Mr. Bond’
s fertile memory can furnish us
with more about it) be it as it may we spent a most
comfortable day together. On one of the tables was
a most laughable scene, a very young pig (alive) had
been drilled by its owner to remain all the time of
dinner on the table dressed up, and I am sorry to
say it had also been taught to drink arrack. This
was too bad, it was a sight to move a tuau of iron,
and if the Iron Duke had seen it he must have given
way, although I never saw him laugh or smile in my
life— I suppose he could.
26th.— Halt, conviviality Continued, Officers
dined with 3rd Light Dragoons.
27th.— Sunday, halt; I am sure we all went to
church that day.
28th.— Up and off at 3.30 a.m., 61st Band playing
us out of t h e ------ Cantonments, and by some
means or other, I suppose we were all in a fog, for
though we slashed along, we found we were all astray,
we had taken the wrong turn in the dark, so with
the daylight breaking we had to retrace our steps,
but we managed to get into the right camp eventually.
As a daily account of our route would accupy too
much of your valuable space, I will only state that
after a long eventful march we arrived at Benares.
Here we embarked in a fleet of boats and the rest of
our journey was performed by water. On the 12th of
March we arrived at Calcutta, and were very glad
to enter our old quarters, the Triangle barracks.
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L1 may be remembered by our readers that H.M.S.

Eurydics foundered in a snow squall off the Isle of

Wight, on the 24th March 1878, when 330 lives
were lost. The following poem, written by the late
Captain M. A. S. Hare, of the Eurydice, in a friend’
s
album some years since, will be read with a mourful
interest:—
SORROW

ON TIIE

SEA.

I stood on the shore of the beautiful sea
As the billows were rolling wild and free:
Onward they came with unfailing force,
Then backward turned in their restless course.
Ever and ever sounded their roar,
Foaming and dashing against the shore;
Ever and ever they rose and fell,
With heaving and sighing and mighty swell ;
And deep seemed calling aloud to deep,
Lest the murmuring waves should drop to sleep;
In summer and winter, by night and by d iy.
Through cloud and sunshine holding their way.
Oh 1 when shall the ocean’
s troubled breast,
Calmly and quietly sink in rest ?
O h !when shall the the wild waves murmuring cease,
And the mighty waters be hush’
d to peace ?
It cannot be quiet—it cannot rest,
There must be heaving on ocean’
s breast,
The tide must ebb, and the tide must flow,
Wrhi!e the changing seasons come and go.
Still from the depths of that hidden store,
There are treasures tossed up along the shore ;
Toss’
d by the billows—then seized again—Carried away by the rushing main.
Oh ! strangely glorious and beautiful sea,
Sounding for ever mysteriously.
Why are thy billows still lolling cn,
With their wild, and sad, and musical tone ?
Why is there never repose for thee ?
Why slumberest thou not oh mighty sea ?
Then the ocean’
s voice I seemed to hear,
Mournfully, solemnly, sounding near :
Like a wail sent up from the caves below,
Fraught with dark memories of human woe ;
Telling.of loved ones buried there,
Of the dying shriek, and the dying prayer ;
Telling of of hearts still watching in vain,
For those who will never come again ;
Of the widow’
s groan, the orphan’
s cry,
And the mother’
s speechless agony.
Oh no, the ocean can never- rest,
WTith such secrets hidden within its breast.
There is sorrow written upon the sea,
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And dark and stormy its waves must b e ;
It cannot be quiet, it cannot sleep,
That dark, relentless, and stormy deep.
But a day w ill come, a blessed day,
When earthly sorrow shall pass away ;
When the hour of anguish shall turn to peace,
And even the roar of the waves shall cease.
Then out of darkest and deepest bed
Old Ocean shall render up her dead,
And, freed from the weight of human woes,
Shall quietly sink in her last repose.
N o sorrow shall ever be written then
On the depths of the sea, or the hearts of men,
But Heaven and earth renewed shall shine,
Still clothed in glory and light divine.
Then where shall the billows of Ocean be?
Gone ! for in Heaven shall be “no more sea !”
’
Tis a bright and a beautiful thing of earth,
That cannot share in the soul’
s “new birth
’
Tis a life of murmur and tossing and spray,
And at restiug-tiine it must pass away.
But, Oh ! thou glorious and beautiful sea,
There is health and joy and blessing in T h e e ;
Solemnly, sweetly, I hear thy voice,
Bidding me weep and yet rejoice ;
Weep for the loved ones buried beneath,
Rejoice in him who has conquer’
d death,
Weep for the son owing and tempest toss’
d,
Rejoice in Him who has saved the lo s t;
Weep for the sin, the sorrow, and strife,
And rejoice in the hope of eternal life.
Copied by A . 11.

GERMAN INFANTRY.
m H E following particulars about the German
A Infantry are gathered principally from personal
notes taken during two visits to Germany, the first
in 1871, the second in 1875. As four years have
elapsed since the last of these notes were written, it
is possible and highly probable that some changes
have since taken place; lean, however, vouch for
their accuracy at the time of writing, and hope that
they may be of interest to the readers of the
“Queen’
s Own ”Gazette.
The German Infantry of the Line is composed of
148 Regiments and 26 Yager Battalions. Some of
these are still termed Grenadiers and Fusiliers, but,
as ir. our own Service, their distinctive badges are fast
disappearing, and there is little left to distinguish
them from other Line Regiments. The Line Regi
ments are formed of three battalions, each battalion
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having 3 Companies ; strength per battalion on a
war footing, about 1000 men. A stranger is at once
struck with the general appearance of the German
Infantry. The accuracy with which their field man
oeuvres are executed ; the practical, but to an English
eye slovenly manner in which they are dressed, and
their great freedom of action when in extended order
cannot fail to attract his attention. The average
German recruit is very far from being a brilliant
individual, and he has as a rule only three years
service with the Colours before him ; consequently
his Officers abandon all idea of making a smart sol
dier of him, but take very good care that he shall be
an efficient one. For the first three months of his
service the German recruit finds himself with but
little idle time on his hands, and his duties are as
follows:—
8 a.m. to 11.30 a.m. drill: 2 p.m. to 4 p.in. drill;
5 p.m. to 6 p.m. drill; 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. clean up
rooms, arms and accoutrements. An interval of
twenty minutes is allowed during the morning.parade
at half time. After three months or so the hours
of drill are slightly reduced, and in six months time
from the date of joining the Colours, most men are
considered drilled soldiers. The drilled soldier usu
ally has two hours (sometimes three hours) drill in
the morning, and 1-J hours in the afternoon.
After
the first few months service comparatively little time
is devoted to the ordinary field manoeuvres, though
the greatest care is taken to make the soldier as
nearly perfect as possible in skirmishing and
the attack formations in extended order, and the men
soon become remarably good at this kind of drill,
where the companies are so large it is of course
difficult for the Captains to handle their men in these,
formations, consequently great latitude is allowed to
guides and supernumeraries with usually good results.
Much time is also devoted to musketry practice and
in winter to route marching. The dress of the Ger
man foot soldier is not made for show, but it is prac
tical and made of good lasting material-!.
In
marching Order the dress consists of, the helmet,
(piclkelhaube) made usually of black j a p a n n e d
leather, with brass spike, chain and ornaments. It
is smaller than our own helmet, about the same
weight but much smarter in appearance. The tunic
is made of dark blue cloth, and it is worn much
looser than with us, a good fit appearing to be of no
object. One battalion in each Regiment has a black
belt with pouches to match ; in the case of Fusiliei'
Regiments all three battalions have the black beltThe knapsacks are made of cow-hide with the hair
on the outside ; they make a very bad appearance
on parade, but they wear well and keep the rain out-
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The Canteen is a long tin box worn above the
knapsack; a German will get almost anything
into it. The men are armed with the sword-bayonet,
attached to the scabbard of which is a tassel coloured
blue and white, red and white, etc., to denote the
company to which the man belongs ; the number of
the Regiment is shown on the shoulder straps, which
are coloured red, white, green etc., to denote the
Army Corps eacli Regiment belongs to. The brow
sers which are very loose and baggy are tucked into
Blacker boots, the tops of which are made of thick
soft leather, and very wide. The Germans consider
this plan preferable to wearing leggings, and they
certainly march long distances without appearing to
suffer from sore feet. The great coat is worn rolled
as with us.
Great care is devoted to Musketry Instruction
in the German Army, though their system varies
considerably from ours. Each man expends annually
150 rounds of ball ammunition, recruits 180 rounds.
The individual firing takes place between 100 and 600
yards, and in the third class men are allowed to use
an artificial rest. A large proportion of the ammu
nition is expended in skirmishing, great attention
being paid to obtaining cover. When the ground
was perfectly open, men would obtain a certain amount of shelter by sticking their sword-bayonet in
the ground in front of them, at the same time using
the cross of the hilt as a rest for their rifles. Old sol
diers who had gone through the Franco-German
War would hide themselves away in places that
did not appear to offer cover to a rabbit. The Ger
mans fully appreciate the value of cover, and when
on active service one man in every twenty-five
carries a small spade, about thirty inches long, of
which the handle is twenty-four inches, and the men
are frequently practised in peace time in throwing
up shelter trenches, earth works etc., as well as in
constructing obstacles. During the annual course
the men besides practising at the usual targets, fre
quently fire at painted figures of men, either full size
or half length to represent men in the trenches.
They also fire at moving objects. From what I saw
of their practice I should be very sorry to find
myself opposite one of their Regiments in the field.
The Germans frequently practise route marching
and out-post duty in the winter. The men usually
march at ease, talking, smoking, and often singing
in capital tune; the pace is a long slouching stride,
about 3-| miles an hour; it does not look well but
they cover a deal of ground and rarely fall out.
They usually halt for from five to ten minutes half
an hour after starting, and again for a rather longer
time when half the distance is accomplished. In
interior economy the Germans don’
t show to advan

tage. The rooms are always dirty to a degree, and
a barrack atmosphere is far from savoury. The men
have iron cots, but instead of folding up as with us
they are always out at full length, the four legs are
produced upwards and another cot placed above, very
much like bunks aboard ship. The barrack rooms
are generally small and are occupied by from eighteen
to 20 men, and one Non-Commissioned Officer who
has a dormitory formed by boarding off some ten
feet of each room. But if the rooms are dirty the
arms are scrupulously clean, and great care is
taken to protect the sights. Besides a metal sightprotector for the foresight, a leather pad is provided
for covering the backsight when the rifle is not in
use, and Officers and N. C. Officers are particular
about seeing that this is done. The daily ration in
Germany consists of 1-| lbs, of bread, and f lb. of
meat, and the troops seem to thrive very well on
this diet. During the Franco-German War they
subsisted largely on a sausage made of pea meal and
bacon fat. It has the advantages of being cheap,
portable and nutritious, a little of this sausage going
a very long way. When on active service in the
field a German soldier carries 80 rounds of ammuni
tion about his person. Of this amount 20 rounds is
carried in each ball pouch at the waist, and a small
pouch is placed on either side the knapsack which
contains 20 more. As the supernumeraries are ever
on the alert to check the useless expenditure of am
munition, this supply makes a Regiment practically
independent of the ammunition waggon. In German
Regiments each Battalion has one colour, and the
Drum Major in Fusilier Regiments carries the Schellenbauin at the head of the band. This consists of
a crossed pole surmounted by the eagle; a metal
crescent is fastened to the cross beam, to which
numerous silver bells are attached. The horns of
the crescent are further adorned by horse tails, the
one crimson the other white. The Schellenbaum is
probably in someway connected .with the horse-tails
used by the Turks from time immorial, though I
could not learn that this was the case.
The above notes will throw some light on the life
of the German Infantry man : how shall I describe
the man himself. He is usually about the middle
height and broad in proportion, with fair hair and
blue eyes.; a plain honest face in which good nature
is the prevailing characteristic, a man you can read
like a book. According to our ideas he is somewhat
slovenly in dress and appearance, but he is hard
working and patient, slow at learning but ever ready
to learn ; without much dash but with a strong sense
of duty, and giving very little trouble in barracks.
The foul language and drunkenness that so often
disgrace an English Barracks are much rarer in
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WIDOWS’ AND ORPHANS’ FUND.
ZULU WAR.
Subscription List was forwarded to the “Queen’
s
Own”with an appeal for contributions in aid of
tin- Widows and Orphans of all those belonging to
the Queen’
s Troops who have fallen or may fall
during the present War in South Africa. The fol
lowing amounts have been subscribed by the Regi
ment, and transmitted to Messrs. Cox and Co., who
has acknowledged receipt of the same.—
A
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OATRIDGE RACES.
r p H E annual steeplechase meeting of the Linlithgow
"*■and Stirlingshire Hunt, and Inniskilling Dragoons
was held on the 15th of April, at Oatridge Farm near
Uphall. In spite of the cold weather and a long
drive to aud from the course, a large party started
from the Castle and succeeded in passing a most
enjoyable day. Major Fyler of the 50th “Queen’
s
O w n ” maintained his reputation of a sportsman by
carrying off the Linlithgow and Stirlingshire Hunt
plate, with Clarion, much to the delight of his many
friends.
Clarion started at 5 to 1, and had to
run against three other competitors, but the Major
brought him in an easy winner by 20 lengths. The
other events produced some good racing, notwith
standing the unusually heavy nature of the course,
and the meeting was on the whole highly satisfactory.
T h e following prologue composed by M a jo r Fyler
will be recited by him this evening as an introduction
to the Garrison Theatricals, an account of which will
appear in our next number,
PROLOGUE.
They tell me in these days that it’
s very much in vogue,
Before a play is acted to speak a short prologue,
T o introduce the characters ;:nd objects of the play,
T o which the seats you fill to-night should a fair profit p a y ;
And we trust that we’
ll be able in both our modest plays,
T o show sufficient talent to entitle us to praise.
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W e feel sure as amateurs that indulgence we may claim,
But though I will not specify the actors here by name,
Yet oue at least among our troop upon the stage is known
And his acting I feel sure, to be very, good you’
ll own ;
And many of the others in their own especial way,
On Thespian boards have gained their wreaths of laurel and
of bay.
I have no doubt the ladies in their parts will faithless be,
But if the’
re not you’
re too gallant in their sex faults- to see-,
And we all will do our best, that whatever here is done,
May cause a laugh and yet combine instruction-with our fun:
For the moral of our story is very simply told,
That honest worth with poverty is worthier than gold ;
That the marquis and the cobbler may from each other learn,
Can be useful to each other, and each can l.elp in turn.
And although in our second piece we’
re rather in a fix,
And often strive to gain our ends by humbug and by tricks ;
Aud though the moral’
s -we admit unfit for every day,
Yet kindly for this once permit that Brass our debts may pay.
But not the actors’merits form the subject of my lay,
’
Tis the cause for which we act that must hallow all we say:
For the widows’and the orphans’cry still echoes o’
er our
land,
Of those that bravely fighting fell on Isandula’
s strand ;
But accounts of this disaster in the papers you have seen.
And verses without number on the subject there have bpen;
So I will but briefly dwell on the story known too well,
IIow, back to back our soldiers lay, unburied where they fell.
How gallantly young Melville rode with Coghill by Lis' Aide,
When all was lost—save honour— they saved our flag & died:
Though every stride was deep in gore—yet that flag of Eng
land’
s pride,
Through countless foes they safely bure, in that demon
haunted ride
And every Private soldier there who perished in that fray.
Ennobled by the hand of death— a hero died that day ;
And mournfully' their tragic fate a lesson home does send,
’
T is to make us more determined to conquer in the end.
But already our disasters have been partially retrieved,
And Ekowe’
s brave garrison successfully relieved :
And thick as fallen leaves lay strewn the Zulus in the plain,
And though to stop our convoy, Cetewayo strove in vain ;
In vain with savage bravery they strove to storm our fort,
For we profited so well by the lessons they had taught,
That when like a tempestuous sea came on that countless host,
Shattered they fell like broken waves upon a rocky coast.
For as the bitter cold and frost of winter cannot last,
And summer’
s sun must soon replace the chilly w in try blast:
So the sun of our prosperity will soon in glory rise,
And the winter of adversity must vanish from our eyes. ■
Then let us for awhile forget all sources of annoy,
For trifling- is the space that parts our sorrow from our joy;
And on the stage we’
ll strive to give an evening full of fun,
And hope to take away ourselves applause that’
s fairly won.
A. F.
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D IS C H A R G E S .
On c o m p le tio n o f 21 y ea rs serv ice.—P riv a te s J. Banks, D.
C om pan y, J. Gilbert, D. C om pan y, a n d J. B r o w n H. C o m 
pany.
A s In va lid s. J. B. G lover, D. C om pa n y, J. D r is c o ll B.
C om pany, and W. Sach, C. C om pany.
B y Purchase. Ptes. R. Marsh, F. C om pan y, J. O. R ic h a r d 
so n H. C om pany.
P E N S IO N S .
Pte. W. B u rto n C. C om pan y, Is. p e r d ie m ; Pte. W. W o o d
C. C om pan y, ltd. p e r d ie m ; J. B an k s D. C om pan y, Is. p e r
d iem ; a n d I. G ilb ert D. C om pan y, Is. p e r diem .

Leave of Absence was granted to the undermen
tioned Officers during the month :—
48
48
48

C h r o n i c l e o f (^fronts.
A P R IL .

9th.— 1 man joined from the 41st Regiment.
,, Funeral of the late Pte. James Bates took
place.
12th.— Funeral of the late Pte. Robert Davie,
93rd (Sutherland) Highlanders, took place.
13th.— H. Company struck off duty for the pur
pose of going through their annual course of Mus
ketry.
19th.— 1 Officer, 1 Serjeant, 1 Drummer and 1C
Privates proceeded to Dundee.
22nd.— Guard of Honour furnished to escort the
Lord High Commissioner.
23rd.—Lieut. Birch and 7 men proceeded to Bal
later to join G. Company there.
24th.— Celebration of the Queen’
s Birthday.
26th.— Volunteers for active service in Natal, pro
ceeded to Portsmouth.
27th.— B. Company struck off duty for the pur
pose of going through their annual course of Mus
ketry.

£ l o g i m c n t a l (SiQ cttc.
P R O M O T IO N S A N D A P P O IN T M E N T S .
T o be L a n ce-C orp ora ls. Ptes. S. Lane, H. |Company, J.
Howarth, B. C om p a n y , an d A. H. H u m p h r e y G. C om pa n y.
T o be D rum m er. Pte. P a tr ic k Duffy, D. Com pany.

C aptain W. H. B a y ly from 28A to 30th May.
„ G. P aterson, 1st Royals, from 28th M a y to 11th June.
L ieut. W. A. B oyd, 1st R oyals, from 28th M a y t o 11th June.
B IR T H . E d in bu rgh , M ay 12th, th e w ife o f S e rje a n t J.
H ugh es, M aster Cook, o f a daughter.
M A R R IA G E .
A t E xeter, M a y 14th, C olor- S erjea n t R o b e r t M a d d o c k s to
E liz a b e th A nn L abbett.
D EA TH S.
A t E d in b u rg h , M a y 7th, P riv a te J a m es B a te s C. C o m 
pany, o f Pneum onia.
A t E d in b u rg h , M a y 10th, P riv a te R o b e r t D avie, 93rd
H igh la n d ers.
S U B S C R IP T I O N A C K N O W L E D G E D .
Mr. H. C re e d y to 31st M a y 1880.

The annual visit of the Lord High Commissioner
(the Earl of Rosslyn) has helped to enliven Edinburgh
society during the past month. His Grace arrived
on the 21st May, and the following day he held a
levee, at Holyrood and opened the House of Assembly.
On Thursday the 28th a musical soiree was given
at the' Palace which was well attended, and the
Countess of Rosslyn held a reception on the evening
of the 29th. On the latter occasion Holyrood was
thronged with guests some 2000 invitations having
been issued. The visitors after passing through the
Green Drawing Room and Throne Room entered the
Tapestry Drawing Room, where they were presented
in due form to the Lord High Commissioner and
Lady Rosslyn, after which they passed into the
Picture Gallery, where refreshments were provided.
The Bands of the Inniskilling Dragoons and 50th
“Queen’
s Own ”were in attendance, the Guard of
Honour being provided by the former Regiment.
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i Q X Thursday the 22nd of May the Lord High
The route taken was by Abbeyhill, Regent Roar],
Commissioner made his public entry into Edin Waterloo Place, North Bridge and High Street. l n
burgh for the purpose of attending the opening of the Regent Road the Royal Artillery from Leith
the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland. Fort were drawn up in column of Route facing east
During the early part of the day His Grace held a on the north side of the road with their guns; tlio
levee in the Picture Gallery of Dolyrood Palace which line was continued from the High School to the
I was largely attended by the resident gentry and north end of North Bridge by the Inniskilling Dra
j civic dignitaries of Edinburgh. A Guard of Honour goons, and from that point to St. Giles’Church by
j was furnished by the 50th Regiment, consisting of the 50th Regiment, with a detachment of the 1st,
Bt.-Lt.Colonel Leach in Command, with Lieuts. Royal Scots. After the departure of the Lord High
Thacbwell and Jones, 50 rank and file, and the Baud Commissioner from Holyrood, the Guard of Honour
of the Regiment. Lieut. Thackwell also carried the marched to St Giles’Cathedral in the Canongate, to
Queen’
s colour. The Guard of Honour arrived at rt ceive his grace on his arrival there. After having
Holyrood about 10.45 a.in. and was drawn up in heard the service at the Cathedral, Lord Rossiyn
open order facing the Palace. About 11’
30 a.m. the proceeded to the Assembly Hall, in front of which
levee being concluded, the Lord High Commissioner the Guard of Honour was drawn up, the High Street
left the Palace in a State carriage for St. Giles’ 'beinar
Scots, and 50th Rem<3 lined by
*> the 1st Royal
»
'
Cathedral. As he stepped into the carria ge the ment. His lorship was received with a salute from
Guard presented Arms, the Band played “God save the Guard of Honour on his arrival, and a detach
the Queen,”and the Colour was lowered. Lord Ross- ment from the Royal Artillery fired a Royal salute
lyn was accompanied by Lord and Lady Ribblesdale, from the Castle at the same time, after which the
the Honourable Miss Maynard, Miss Farquhar, and troops marched back to Barracks, and our share of
Colonel Thompson. The order of the procession was the ceremony was over.
as follows :—Six City Police in Full Dress, three abreast.
The Moderator of General Assembly,
The Solicitor General.
Provost and Magistrates of Portobello.
Provost and Magistrates of Musselburgh.
Provost and Magistrates of Leith.
The Sheriff of Mid-Lothian.
The Master, Treasurer, Clerk, and Assistant,
Merchant Company.
High Constables.
Edinburgh Municipal Officers, with Mace and Sword.
The Magistrates and Councillors of Edinburgh.
The Right Hon. the Lord Provost of Edinburgh.
Six City Police, three abreast.
Detachment of 6 th Dragoons.
Band of 6 th Dragoons.
Carriage and Four, with Mace-bearer an 1 Pages.
Six Trumpeters in State Dresses.
Tw o Outriders.
Non-Com
His Grace the
missioned
Officer
Officer
of the
Lord High Commissioner and the
of the
Guard.
Countess of Rosslyn.
Guard.
The Purse-Bearer and Chaplain,
in State Carriage and Four.
The General Commanding and Staff.
The Countess of Rosslyn’
s Carriage.
Lady Ilalkett’
s Carriage.
Detachment of 6 th Dragoons.
Private Carriages.

QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY PARADE.

S A T U R D A Y May tile 24th was the day fixed for
the celebration of Her Majesty’
s Birthday. In
Edinburgh it has been usual to mark the event by
holding a Review of the Troops in the Queen’
s Park;
but this year in consequence of the weakness of the
Garrison it was decided to celebrate the occasion on
a smaller scale in barracks. The 50th “Queen’
s
O w n ” fell in by Companies at 1115 a.m. on their
private parades, when, after being inspected, three
rounds of blank ammunition were issued per man,
Quarter column was then formed on the Guard
Mounting Parade', and the Officers commanding
Companies having received their orders, inarched off
independently to their posts. The detachment of
the 1st Royal Scots lined the walls from the Argyle
Battery to Mills Mount ; Mills Mount was occupied
by part of H. Company, the remainder of the Com
pany occupying the North end of the Butts, and the
other Companies prolonging the line to the left. By
half past eleven a detachment of the Royal Artillery
arrived from Leith Fort, and took post at their guns.
At noon a Royal Salute of 21 guns was fired from
the Half Moon Battery, the troops lining the walls
firing a feu de jo ie of one round after every 7th gun,
The Royal Scots and 50th then formed line on the Butts, and
presented arms to a Royal Salute with lowered colours, after which
three hearty cheers were given for Her Majesty. The celebration
of the Queen’
s Birthday would have been a complete success, had
wo but been favoured with Queen’
s weather.
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E announcement that was made in both the
JLhouses of Parliament a few days ago to the effect
that Sir Garnet Wolseley K. C. B., G. C. M. G., has
been appointed to the supreme military and civil
command at the Cape of Good Hope, will cause little
surprise to anyone who has followed the fort lines of that
most able and lucky of General Officers. We have no
doubt that there will be found men to grumble at the
appointment, to say that Sir Garnet’
s preferment is
a direct slight to many of his compeers, to hint that
he has had his fair share of opportunities, and per
haps even to suggest that his previous successes
have been more due to good luck than good manage
ment. Successful men in all ranks of life have
almost invariably had to put up with this style of
thing, atid it is not to be expected that Sir Garnet
will be an exception to the rule. But this is by no
means the view taken by the people at large, and
probably even amongst military men there will
be found a large majority in favour of the new Comtnander-in-Chief.
Sir Garnet’
s career has been a
most brilliant one, and there are probably few men
living who have seen so much or such varied service.
His first commission is dated 19th March 1852,
and during the following year he received his
“Baptism of fire” under Sir J. Cheape in Burrnali. He was then an Ensign in the 80th Regiment,
and at the storming of Myattoon he behaved with
distinguished gallantry, and was favourably men
tioned in Despatches. He was also severely wounded
at the same time. He next saw active service in the
Crimea, where he served with the 90th Light Infan
try. Sir Garnet was employed as Acting Engineer
during the siege of Sebastopol, and his duties in this
capacity, entailed a good deal of warm work in the
trenches. He was severely wounded in the sortie or.
the 30th of August ‘
55, and came home covered with
medals and glory. One would think that by this
time he had seen enough campaigning to last an
ordinary lifetime, but Sir Garnet was an Irishman
and consequently could not remain long quiet. He
soon got another opportunity of bringing his name
before the public, through the outbreak of the Indian
Mutiny, where he had the good fortune to come
scatheless out of some of the most desperate fighting
°f that terrible campaign. In 1860 we find Sir
Garnet, then Lt.-Col. Wolseley, employed on the Qr.Mr.-General’
s Staff in China. Here he saw some
more sharp fighting, especially at the storming of the
Taku Forts. '
l o r the next ten years Colonel Wolseley found no
opportunity for further fighting, and his .time was
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spent, in the ordinary routine of military duties in
the Colonies and at home. It was during this time,
1860 to 1870, that he conceived the idea of embody
ing his experiences in the form of a handy manual
for the use of his brethern in arms. The result of
hL labours, the Soldier’
s Pocket Book, first came
before the public in ‘
72, and is generally acknow
ledged to be far and away the best book of its kind.
In 1870 General Wolseley took command of the ex
pedition to Fort Garry in the Red River Country,
and succeeded in attaining his object without loss of
life. The difficulties offered by this expedition were
enormou«. Blie country traversed was little known
even to tho’
e pioneers of civilization, t he backwoods
men. the route traversing through a widerness
of forest a’
ld prarie by turns; and at times the
force had to voyage swift and dangerous rivers
in frail Indian canoes, at other times they had
to rely on sledging over a frozen waste of barren
country. That Fort Garry fell without a shot being
fii-ed was greatly owing to the rapidity of General
W olseley’
s movements, and his prompt advance probablv saved us from some cost of life and a consider
able expenditure of money. But it is as commander
of our troops in the Ashantee Campaign that Sir
Garnet is most generally known, and the short sharp
campaign terminating in the capture and destruction
of Coomassee, stamped him a leader of no ordinary
capacity. On his return from the Gold Coast he
rPCP1VetI the thanks of Parliament, and a grant
of £25,000; London presented him with a magnifi
cent sword and the freedom of the city, and he was
further created a K. C. B. When Cyprus became a
British possession, Sir Garnet was sent there as Her
Majesty’
s High Commissioner and Coinmander-inChief. During the early stages of the occupation,
Sir Garnet was here, there, and everywhere, infusing
new life into every department, and when matters
had begun to settle down a little, he set himself to
work to establish order and to remedy the
abuses that had sprung up during centuries of
misrule. We can easily understand, however, that
this would be no congenial task for a man of Sir
Garnet’
s temperament, and it must have been with
anything but regret that he turned his back on the
island. At present ffil parties seem to approve the
appointment of the new Commander-in-Chief. As
Hio-h Commissioner and Commander-in-Chief Sir
Garnet will not be hampered by civil considerations,
and in this he will have a great advantage over his
predecessor. SirGarnet is sowellknown by reputation
that his arrival in the field is sure to be hailed wit h de
light, and we may rest assured that if anyone can bring
Cetewayo to terms he is the man to do it.
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Chillianwallah, and about the 24th getting the order
to charge too soon, and that when they gained the
OUR F IR ST BATTLE.
summit of the hill they were out of breath and power
REMEMBER well the 50th Regiment marching less. I think the 50th at Pumfiar were in the same
into Barracks at Chinsurah, and many of ns— 300 condition, the difference being that we charged with
i recruits— who had been there some time,7O
gathering
& out being ordered to do so. In our case there was
! round the big drum which was placed in the veran- no Shore Singh to take the advantage :there was time
i dah ; we counted the honours painted thereon over to form line and recover our breath before we
! and over again, and when it was decided that nine descended to close with the enemy, who were posted
was the number, we agreed that it was a glorious low down on an opposite hill. All went well, and
list. We little thought that some of us then present although we were behind our other European Regi
should in less than four years, assist in adding ment, and suffered smaller loss, we managed to
another five—certainly the most sanguinary, if not secure the same number of guns, namely eleven.
the most important in the history of the Regiment. We had fought our first battle, and became in our
I remember the 29th of December 1843, we marched own estimation veterans in warfare. Napoleon once
sixteen miles and about 2 o’
clock pitched the tents said that under certain circumstances he preferred
and were waiting
for
the
bedding,
O
O7when the boom inoa- vouno1soldiers who had never before been under
of cannon drew every man outside. We could see fire. I think the 50th as they stood at Purmiar
the smoke distinctly : it was in the direction of the would have suited him exactly, but it. is doubtful if
road we had just before traversed ; we could hardly with all their “dash ” on that occasion, they could
believe that it was a real battle going on, and that have borne with equal credit the tremendous strain
those cannons were really loaded with shot— the idea which was afterwards put upon them during the
seemed too improbable. There was some stir in campaign on the Sutlej.
the camp for a few minutes, every man getting him
W. B ond .
self ready, musket in hand, so that when the assemb
P. S.— I am sorry to say that I am unable to assist
ly sounded the line was formed instantly ; all were Mi’Langston over his little difficulty, as I was not.
looking
o in the direction of the smoke,7 and fearing
O present on the occasion ; but I remember well sonielest, each report should be the last. Our camp was thing
EDof the same nature oocuring
~ when we marched
on the extreme right, four miles from the scene of up through Umballah and were entertained m grand
ac'ion: the Buffs were half a mile nearer and got that style by the gallant 31st. I never saw the 50fh
much start, but before the journey was over we Regiment since the morning of Sobraon, where I was
reduced the distance considerably, still they were wounded, and was afterwards sent among many more
first in the field. Our Regiment was formed into bad cases up to the Hills. When the Barracks fell
column, left in front, and the order given to quick at Loodiannali, I was at a most delighful station called
march; after a few paces it turned to a double, and Landour, 7000 feet above the level of the sea.
then a double quick— we covered about a mile in
something like 5 minutes, then a halt was called,
GARRISON THEATRICALS.
and we were told not to go so fa s t; another start
w a s made and the same thing followed.
At last the A N Thursday May 1st, a dramatic performance was
.Regiment was brought to a standstill—the enemy
given at the Theatre Royal, Edinburgh, by the
were now in sight. We saw our Artillery at work, Officers of the Garrison, in aid of the fund which is
one gun was dismounted and several men and horses being raised for the widows and orphans of those
were lying about; in front was a steep rocky hill, who fell at Isandnla. The pieces selected for repre
at the back of which were drawn uptheQth Lancers, sentations were Charles Dance’
s comedy in two acts,
the 3rd Buffs were up and over the hill, and we entitled “A Wonderful Woman,” and Mr. J. M.
feared that the}7 would put an end to the fight before M orton’
s Farce “A Regular Fix.” The characters
we had time to join them. The order was given in both pieces were excellently rendered, but some
“With ball cartridge, load ’
’
— such a bawl or shout of the audience seemed to think the comedy rather
followed that I think the 9th must have thought we too long, and a better'selection might probably have
were going crazy; as we passed them in the rush been made. At 8 o’
clock the curtain rose, when
up the hill they gave us a cheer, but we had no Major Fyler 50th Regiment appeared on the scene
breath to return it. About half way up the hill I and recited an appropriate prologue of his own com
felt such a pain and load in my chest as I never felt position, The- gallant Major after mentioning the
before or since; in comparing notes 1 found this was leading features of the play to be enacted, referred
the case with nearly every man. I have read about to the cause for which the entertainment was being
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given; then touched lightly on the successes that have
lately attended our arms, and concluded with a hope
that the audience would be well satisfied with their
evening’
s amusement. The Major’
s prologue was
excellently delivered, and its numerous patriotic
references were received by the audience with
applause. The first act of—
“A W onderful W oman ”
row commenced. The scene of this comedy is laid
in Paris, and the story turns on the efforts of an un
scrupulous woman, the rich and handsome widow of
a wealthy merchant, to get into aristocratic society.
She succeeds in entrapping an impecunious marquis
into marrying her, and he, with characteristic care
lessness, signs the marriage contract without even
reading it. He soon however discovers that in so
doing he has sold his name and title for a trifling
allowance and the settlement, of his debts, and that
the contract further provides that he shall separate
from his wife on their marriage day.
Naturally
indignant at such treatment the Marquis refuses to
accept any assistance from his wife, and leaves the
chateau in disgust. The Marchioness cares little
for this however, she has played her cards and
considers her object as good as attained. In this
however she is mistaken : the story of her marriage
gets about, and society marks its sympathy with the
husband by cutting the wife.
Meanwhile the Marquis has been reduced to poverty and is
obliged no live with an eccentric cobbler, one of bis many credi
tors, who, however, treats him with great consideration and
becomes his best friend. This cobbler, by name Oepin, lives
just opposite the chateau of the marchioness, and some humourous
incidents arise from their close proximity. Everything comes
right in the end however, husband and wife are reconciled, and
the affairs of two other characters in the piece are satisfactorilly
arranged. A young painter named Rodolph who appears first as
an admirer of the charming widow, finding his suit hopeless, wisely
consoles himself liy marrying her pretty niece. Deputy-Commissary-Geueral Hall sustained the part of the Marquis de Frontignac
most effectively, and his acting deservedly commanded the admir
ation of the house. Major Fyler’
s representation of Crepin was free
from conventionality, well studied and carefully acted.
The
Major’
s role was by no means an easy one, but be proved himself
equal to the occasion, and did much to enliven a somewhat heavy
piece. Mr. R. V. Day as Rodolph, and Captain Robinson 50th
Heg-iment as the Marquis de Millefleurs, sustained their characters
fairly well, hut they might both have spoken louder with advan-.
tage. “The Wonderful W om an” was followed by Mr. J. M.
Morton’
s farce—
“A R e g u l a r F i x .”

ibis farce was a g'roat favourite with the late Charles Mathews,
ftrnl is so generaly known that a full description of its merits is
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unnecessary. The piece throughout is lively and laughable, the
situations being always amusing if often improbable. Mr. II. C.
Simpson R. A. as Hugh de Brass, greatly distinguished himself,
acting his part with equal energy and success. Capt. Robinson as
Mr. Surplus was also •
very good, and the scene between him and
de Brass, when the latter tries to explain who he is, and what he
wants in the lawyers house, was one of the best things of the
evening. Captain Robinson’
s acting was much easier and
more natural than in his former character, and there was a great
improvement in ids style of speaking. The minor characters were
well sustained by Mr. It. V. Day, and Mr. Mathesou 6 th Dragoons.
Great praise is due to Mrs. Howard and the other actresses who
took part in this and the preceding piece. The Band of the Inniskdling Dragoons occupied (lie orchestra, and piaye 1a well arranged
selection with their customary skill. The house was crowded by
an enthusiastic and brilliant audience, and the performance ap
peared to give general satisfaction. The money realized by the
sale of tickets amounted to about £ 1 0 0 .

OUR FIGURE OF MERIT.
^ L L who are interested in Musketry will be glad
to hear that the Regiment stands rather higher on
the list for last year than we anticipated. In the
appendix to G. 0. 73, May 1879, we were placed 3rd
for the Army in the Musketry Season for 1878 with
a figure of Merit of 111*4-1. As however on account of
the peculiarities of the Edinburgh Rifle Range, we
have to deduct 8’
50 from our own score,3 our Figure
o
of Merit is reduced to 102*91, and placed 11th on
the list. The Regiments placed above us are as
follows :—53 .
»
■
-a -2>
O "S
.s a
°o

t4-l

Corps.

fa

2

1
2

3
4
5
6

a
8

9

10
11

o .
©
£
.spa

77th
26th
55th
1 — loth
2—19th
52nd.
1st Bait.
Scots Gds.
32nd
105th
45th
50th

119-73
112-25
109-52
107-92
106.23
105-71

if..

_a

s ..
or->,■
—
—

JD
O *5 ^
> fa

7-54 8-04
7.49 8-23
7-72 7-37
7-00 7*47
8*23 8-43
7*67 8-24

bp
'"GO
in
21-24
21-27
16-61
1603
19-61
19-85

Best shootiug Co. and
its Figure
of Merit.
II.—
G.—
A.—
C.—
H—
G.—

132-26
11915
124-83
-*-<
114-14 i— «
113-74
E 'g
112-47

bo
Q *~
£
<£
103-94 803 8-16 14-91 E.— 113-21 ot- hn'~
^ £
103-50 7-53 7-74 15-62 G.— 109-19 o -b: ’
J5
* F.— 114-20 p-i cc
102-98 7-54 8-14
102-91 6-79 7-26 18-23 II.— 124-79 *
104-60 7'51 7-72 17-59 IF — 113-22

Ever since our late Instructor Captain Phillips
took the Regiment in hand a steady improvement
has been apparent year by year in our shooting.
Captain Bromfield during his one year of Office as
Musketry Instructor had the satisfaction of raising
the Regimental Figure of Merit 13 places on the

I
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list. W e trust that all hands will endeavour to
in dntain the credit of the Regiment by their shoot
ing, and that Mr, Carr may be enabled to conclude
i the work so well commenced by his predecessors by
! placing the Regiment in its proper position at the
top of the List.

: ARRIVAL OF THE QUEEN AT BALLATER.
T H E 22nd of May 1879 is a day long to be rememj
bered by at least a portion of the “Queen’
s Own,”
(G. Company) which formed a Guard of Honour,
and received our Gracious Queen Victoria, with a
Royal Salute and lowered colours, as she alighted
| from the special train on to the red cloth covered
| platform at Balia ter, and passed into the Royal Car| nacre, (one of the cortege), followed by Princess
; B -atrice, and the children of the Prince of Wales.
The Queen who had travelled since 8 o’
clock on the
previous night, looked rather tired, although very
w ell ; and it is difficult to realize that sixty summers
have passed over her head. May it please our God
to spare her to reign over us for many more.
A ct of G allantry .— We had much pleasure in
receiving early in the month an account of an act of
gallantry performed by one of the “Queen’
s Own”
at Maidstone. Unfortunately through the paragraph
b. coming accidentally defaced, we cannot copy it in
detail, but it stated that a little girl having fallen
into the river, was bravely rescued from a watery
grave by Pte. W. Tricker of F. Company. We
have so many young hands in the Regiment at pre
sent that we fear Pte Tricker’
s name is not so gene
rally known as it deserves, but all those who have
been any time at the Depot will be glad to hear that
an old comrade has performed a deed reflecting equal
honour on himself and his Regiment.

MILITARY FUNERALS.
Q H the 9th of April Pte. James Bates, C. Company
was buried in the Canongate Church,
The
funeral was attended bv C. Company under Lieut.
Tliackwell. A detachment of the Royal Artillery
awaited at the gate of the Castle with a gun carriage,
on which the coffin was placed draped by the Union
Jack.
The mournful procession proceeded down
the High Street to the Canongate Church, the same
where the poet Ramsay is buried. When about
half the distance was accomplished the Drums played
the Dead March, which only ceased when the party
reached the churchyard. The Funeral Service was
then read, the coffin undraped and gently lowered
to its last resting pla ce; three volleys were then
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fired over the grave and the party returned to the
Castle. Pte. Bates who joined the service on the
21st of February 1878 was 19 years of age.
A similar sad duty devolved upon II. Company on the 12th
of April when the last honours were paid to Pte. Davie, 9 3 n]
(Sutherland) Highlanders, for some time attached to the Company,
who died in Hospital on the 10th of the month. Pte. Davie was
a'so buried in the Canongate Church, the Funeral Service being
read by the Presbyterian Chaplain the Revd. Mr. Arthur.

THE HOWFF—DUNDEE.
A N E of the most interesting parts of Dundee is the Old Houff,
'-'licensed as a burying ground as far back as the year 1570.
During the summer months thousands of visitors find their way
into the old graveyard, and the flowers which are cultiva ed be
tween some of the graves, take off the somewhat dismal appear
ance of so many tombstones. 1 will give some of the quaint old
inscriptions.
“Stop, passenger, for here doth lye,
Three pleasant jewels of sweet infa .cie ;
Three harmless babs that came and cryed.
In Baptism to be wasliel from sin and dyed.”
A nother: “Sacred to the memory of Anna Grant, Amlw,
AYaid of the Royal Navy. She depairtit this life 21st, Novem
ber 1799, with the most becoming fortitude and resignation, in
hopes of a blessed resurrection ; her age 23 years.—
“ITer time was short,
The longer is her rest;
God called her hence,
Because He saw it best.”
Another runs thus :—
“H ow lov’
d, how valu’
d once, avails thee not,
T o whom related, or by whom begot,
A heap of dust alone remains of the,
It’
s all thru art, and all the proud shall be.”
AYhile another erected in memory of a scleater in Dundee in
1718, gives us following:—
“AVhen you are in your pomp and splendour,
Mind to the grave you must surrender.”
“Heir leys ane honest man naimt George Pontion, Skipper and
Byrges in the Quinsferie, who depairtit this lyf the first of Sep
tember 1651 ; and of bis age---- ”
“Into Thy hands I do commmit,
My spirit, for thou are Ilee,
Oh ! thou Jehovah, God of Truth,
That hast remembered me.”
“To AA'illiam Ramsay, Merchant 1G40, and his son-in-law
James Ramsay.—
“In our bed we both did kefp,
In our grave we both doe sleip ;
I hop the grave sal us restor,
Both agane to his heavenly glor.”
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FOOTBALL MATCH.
“O ur B o y s ” v. 50th “Q u e e n ’
s O w n .”

i i Y\UR BOYS played their last match for the
''■'season on the Magdalen Green on Saturday
afternoon the 10th of May, against an eleven of the
50th “Queen’
s Own,” at present stationed in the
Barracks at Dundee. That this match had been
looked forward to with considerable interest by the
lovers of the game in the town, was proved by the
.large turn-out on Saturday, there being over 5000
spectators. The soldiers not being very well up to
the Association Rules, their opponents decided not
to claim all the fouls, of which there were a large
number. The soldiers having won the toss, Our
Boys set the ball in motion against the wind, and it
was well returned. The play during the whole of
the first period was of a give-and-take nature, the
ball traversing from one end of the field to the other,
but nothing was scored by either side, although Our
Boys claimed a goal, which claim they, however,
waived. On resuming operations for the second
period, Our Boys, with a rush, carried the ball up
the field, and succeeded in putting it through. The
ball was again put in motion by the soldiers, only,
however to be brought up to their citadel again, and
Our Boys scored a second goal. The soldiers after
this several times went away with a rush, but, not
playing very well together, they did not succeed in
scoring. Our Boys, however, were successful in
scoring other two goals, thus leaving them the victors
by four goals to none.. Some of the soldiers showed
very good form, and if they had more practice would
turn out a formidable team. The following are the
teams:— Our Boys —goal, W. E. Buchan : backs, A,
Buttar, J. West water ; half-backs, D. Porter and J.
Dron, (Captain) ; fronts, D. Wilson, J. Gorthy, A.
Baxter, J. Arthur, J. Moore, and A. Mackenzie.
50th “Queen's Own." ■
— goal, Portas; backs, Lawrence
and M’
D erm ott; half-backs, Parker and Middleton;
fronts, Col.-Serjt. Green, (Captain), Naylor, Quinlan,
Noon, Campbell, and Buchanan.”
A Spectator writes as follows.— It was very evident
from the commencement of the game that the soldiers
were overmatched by their antagonists who belong
to one of the best Football Clubs in Scotland. The
Dundee men were placed with much skill and each
man seemed to know what was expected of him. On
the other hand the soldiers were handicapped by
heavy clothing, which, together with a want of prac
tice and knowledge of the Association Rules played
by the Club, told against them. The game, however,
for the first hour was well contested.
Training and
"ind then began to tell, and goal after goal fell to
“Our Boys ”of Dundee.
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MUSKETRY.
RECRUITS —

2n d

PARTY.

rjWIE 2nd Party of Recruits completed their course
of Musketry on the 12th of May under Lieutenant
Carr. The Squad numbered 22 men and the per
formance was very creditable. The Final Classifica
tion showed 14 men in the 1st class, 6 in the 2nd,
and 2 in the 3rd. The Figure of Merit attained bv
this party was 107*31, and the highest individual
scores were ns f o l l o w s D . Jones 173, T. Bone 148,
R. Gouck 136, Lce.-Corpl. S. Barton 131, F. W.
Craddock 124, and F. Funnel, W. Bills and W. Garton 123 each. The average in Volley Firing was
10-11), in Independent Firing 10-85, and in Skir
mishing 8'27. The average points in Judging Dis
tance Practice amoumted to 23*18. The following
men made tin* best scores at the several distances :
100 yards, D. Patterson 34, T. Bone 34, H. Wain
32, R, Gouck 32. 200 yards, R. Gouck 26, T. Bone
26, D. Jones 23. 300 yards, D. Jones 38, LceCorpl. S. Barton 32, R. Gouck 30. 400 yards, D.
Jones 36. Best Judge of Distance, Pte. Craddock
32 points. At 500 yards, J. Carr 25, and W. Bills
25 ; and at 600 yards, D. Jones 25, and W. Gor
don 24.
RECRU ITS—Skd PARTY.

This party consisting of 48 men commenced mus
ketry practice on the 10th of May. After firing 9
rounds, 5 men were sent back for further instruction,
and the remainder completed their course on the 21st
of May. The Figure of Merit made by this party
was 105‘
60, and the following were the best scores
made at the different distances.— 100 yards, AY.
Freeland 36, A. Haffenden 34, E. Bowden 32,
W. Rod well 32. 200 yards, D. Cupeling 30. 300
yards, W. Freeland 35, G. Munden 30. 400 yards,
H. IToare 33, T. Riley 31. 500 yards, F. Hermon
31, J. Darwdn 31. The highest average scores were
Ptes. W. Freeland 180, and J. Harris 146. The
following men made the greatest number of points
in Judging Distance Practice: Ptes. A. Brown 32,
E. Bowden 32, W. Bailey 32. The average made in
Volley Firing was 4-50, Independent 8*68, Skirmish
ing 7.09 ; and the average number of points in Judg
ing Distance Practice was 23'97. The above results
are fairly satisfactory with regard to the individual
firing.
At the same time the Skirmishing and
Independent firing were hardly up to the mark, and
the Volley Firing could not well have been worse,

;
j
j
j

R E C R U ITS— 4 t i i PA RTY.

The 4th Fourth party of Recruits consisting of
30 men, commenced a course of Musketry under
Lieutenant Arnold on Friday the 23rd of May,
i
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which is still proceeding. Target Practice com
mences on Monday, June 2nd.

PRIZE SHOOTING—B. COMPANY.
COMPANY shot for prizes on the 27th of May.
'The weather was favourable, but the scoring was
hardly as good as might have been expected. The
average in the 10 rounds was lo'SO, the prizes being
won by Col.-Serjt. Hooton 32, Dr. Wickenden 32,
and Pte. O’
Connell 29.
In consequence of the
change in the regulations for Prize Firing we cannot
draw a comparison between this and last year’
s score.

PRIZE SHOOTING-H. COMPANY.
COMPANY carried out its Prize Shooting on
‘
the 12th of May under favourable auspices.
The average attained was 22’
29, which may be con
sidered fair shooting. The prize winners were Lce.Corpl. Bolton 30, Ptes. Craddock 30 and Cooper 30.

ANNUAL COURSE H. COMPANY.
fP H I S Company commenced its annual course on
the 13th of May, and concluded it on the 31st of
the month. At the commencement of the course
Br.-Major Clarke in addressing the men pointed out
that last year Id. Company was the second best
shooting Company in the Army at home and in the
Colonies. He then stated that he did not expect
so good a result again, but he hoped that they would
all do their best to maintain the credit of the Com
pany. The result shows that the M ajor’
s words
were not unheeded, and H. Company with a Figure
of Merit of 123'51 will be hard to beat. At 200
yards the best shots of the Company were Col.-Serjt.
Ball 33, Serjt. Main 31, Lce.-Corpl. Bolton 31, Ptes.
Bowley 31, Hayes 31, Leary 31, and Serjt. Henary
30. At 300 yards, Pte. Craddock 32, Serjt. Henary
31, and Col.-Serjt. Ball 30. At 500 yards, Pte.
Hale 32, Serjt. Henary 30, and Pte. 1’
. Cooper 30.
At 600 yards, (1st) Col.-Serjt. Ball 31, Pte. T.
Cooper 30. At uOO yards, (2nd) Corpl Butters 33,
Serjt. Denary 32, Col.-Serjt Ball 30, Serjt. Main 30.
At 600 yards, (3rd) Serjeant Henary 36, Pte. Beal
33. The average in Voile}7 Firing was 6-60. a con
siderable falling off from last year’
s score. The
Company made 23'03 in Shirmishing, thus regaining
what they had lost in the vollies. In Independent
Firing the average obtained was 7’
37, being nearly
as good a3 last year’
s score. The Company’
s Figure
of Merit was 123*51, as against 12P79 obtained last
year. This would appear at first sight to be a slight
falling off in our Individual firing, but such is not in
reality the case. Competent judges of Musketry
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matters are of opinion that the new system of firina
10 rounds at 500 yards and 30 at 600, instead
of 20 rounds at each of these ranges as heretofore,
is equivalent to a loss to the Company firing of from
4 t > 4-.j points, so that our figureof merit is in reality
improved by some 3 points. The best shot of the
Company is Serjt. Henarv, 182, who made the mag
nificent score of 36 m his last 10 rounds, and beat
Col.-Serjt. B. 1; by 1 point. The best shot in the
Company 1ist year was Pte. W. Cooper with 175.
There were 15 marksmen, and the final Classification
was as follows : 1st class 19, 2nd class 12, 3rd class
4, ai d two men were unable to finish the course. In
Judging Distance the following men qualified for
prizes : Pte. W. Cooper 33, Corpl. Gordon 33, Serjt.
Main 32, Col.-Serjt Bill 31, Lc'.-Sujt. Barker 31,
Ptes. Barrett 31, Howard 31, Gorton 30, Hale 30.
and Hayes 30. In Skirmishing practice Ptes. Hale
and Garfou made the best score, 32 points. The
conduct of H. Company has been most exemplary
during the course, and the result shows what can bo
done when men keep steady and endeavour to do
their best.

THE LOSS OF THE “ CLYDE.”
rjIHF; following account of the loss of the Clyde
(transport) is extracted from the very interesting
letter of one of our volunteers to the 24th Regiment
to a comrade at home.
“I shall now give you a brief account of the wreck of the Chide.

W e arrived at Cape Town on the 21st of March, took in coal, and
started for Natal on the 2nd of April. After steaming all night
round the Cape we ran full speed on some hidden rocks at 4 a.m.
on the following morning, being then about 3-| miles from the
shore off Cape Agulhas. The life-boats were lowered immedi
ately, and after tremendous toiling for twelve hours the whole of
the troops and crew were taken off the ship, soon after which she
slipped off the rocks and went down at high tide. Fortunately for
us the sea was beautifully calm ; at the time she struck had it
been otherwise few of us would have escaped, as nothing could
have saved her from going to pieces, besides which the place was
full of sharks. We lost, everything except our arms and what we
■stood in, and had to bivonack on the shore for theniglb. We had the
good fortune to be picked up next day by H. M. Trooper 'laimr.
W e returned to Simons Bay .coaled, and once more started for Natal,
where we arrived all right on the 11th of April. I was thanked
by the Commanding Officer for working hard the day of the
wreck, and for other duties performed during the voyage ; I have
also the promise of a special recommendation to the C. O. of the
24th. W e hope to be with Colonel W ood’
s column in a few days.”
The writer gives some further details of a soldier’
s life in the
fie! 1, and we are sorry that want of space prevents our giving the
letter in full. Considerable hardship is inevitable to a life of active
service in the field, hot the cheerful tone of the above letter shows
that our men have got the proper spirit in them, and we have no
doubt they will do credit to then old corps.
Printed by W. H. Taylor, at the Regim ental Press
for Circulation in the Regiment.
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2nd.—One man proceeded to Ballater.
6th.— F. Company struck off duty for the pur
pose of going through a. Course of Musketry.
4th.— Two men were sent to Dundee.
15th.— Capt. Bromfield, Lieuts. Carr and Arnold,
22 N. C. Officers, and 30 Privates struck off duty to
assist at the City of Edinburgh and Mid-Lothian
Rifle Meeting during the ensuing week.
loth.— Lieut. Farquharson, 1st Royal Scots, struck
off duty to attend the R.fle Meeting vice Arnold.
21st,— Colonel Lock, after 29 years service with
the Regiment, vacates the Command which he lias
held for five years, on apppointment to a Brigade
Depot.
24rd.— C. Company struck off duty to go through
a course of Musketry.
25th.— A draft of 40 men men sent to the Depot,
en route to join the 97th Regiment.
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Extract from the London Gazette, dated 20th
June, 1879.
“50th F oot.—L ieu t.- C o lo n el a n d Brevet-Colonel A. C. K.
L ock retires o n half-pay.
T o be L an ce-S erjea n t.—Corpl. G ib b o n s B. Company.
T o b e C orpora ls.—L a n c e - C o r p o r a ls U n d erw ood , A n drew s,
Wenham, P ow e, a n d S tu a rt Lane.
To be L a n ce- C o rp o ra ls.—Ptes. J. M ’
K ay, and G. H astings.

On a pp oin tm en t to the S c h o o l o f M usketry, H y th e : Serjt,
J. Connell, H. Com pany.
On c o m p le tio n o f 21 y ea rs Service.—Lce.-Serjt. S. Barker,
H. Com pany. P ension , on e sh illin g and tw o p e n c e h a lfp en n y
p er diem .
B y Purchase, Ptes. R o d w e ll and G e o r g e L a n grid ge, B.
Com pany.
B IR T H . June 13th, at E d in bu rgh , th e w ife o f QuarterM a ster-S erjea n t G eddes, o f a son.

VOLUNTEERS.
rjMTE Annual Rifle Meeting at Blackford has lately
called considerable attention to the Volunteer
movement. Such being the case, it may be interest
ing to glance at the origin of volunteering in England.
When the French in 1782 threatened an invasion
of England, the Earl of Shelburne, then Secretary
of State, proposed a plan for arming the people at
large for the general defence. The project, however,
being immediately followed by negotiation, which
terminated in a peace, was not put into execution.
In similar circumstances in 1797, Mr. Duudas in
vited the people to form themselves into volunteer
corps for their own protection. In every part of
the country the proposal was seized on with zeal
and alacrity, and in a few months a new army was
enrolled, and mustered, equal to the Militia inap-'
pearance, and little inferior to them in drill. These
corps found themselves in everything but their arms,
which were supplied by Government. Their uni
forms were various, according to the tastes of their
respective officers. Some idea of the number of men
who thus voluntarily turned out for the defence of
the kingdom, may be gained by the following return
in London and the neighbourhood, reviewed by II.
M. George III, June 4th, 1799.
“The Right Wing under Lord Heathfield con
sisted of 12 squadrons of Cavalry ; the centre, com
manded by Major-General Ludlow, formed a body of
29 corps of Infantry; the left wing under MajorGeneral D’
Oyley was made up of 25 corps of Infantry.
The whole line consisted of near 12,000 men, com
manded by the Earl of Harrington, the General-inChief of the district.”
i
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concerned and waited on our Commanding Officer
entreating him to allow about six of his people to
D ear S ir ,-—-your report of the Garrison Theatri remain behind, a day’
s march, and she would send
cals has led me to think that some of your readers them on by conveyance. The answer given led her
may feel interested in what was done in that way by to believe the request was granted, but in the morn,
the 50th some five-and-thirty years ago. On arriving ing we all went away ; as the march was a very
at Cawnpore, those interested soon found out that short one we looked out all day for the said convey
a magnificent
theatre# was at that station. It stood
ance, which of course never arrived. I felt sorry
O
*
near the church, directly opposite the Assembly for the lady, as she had been very liberal on the first
Rooms, which afterwards become so notorious; I night and at rehearsals, and the loss to her must
have been in that compound on a few occasions, but have been considerable. At Loodiannah we found a
never noticed a well. In the Regiment were three theatre on a much smaller scale; operations were
men who had frequently performed at Sydney: Smith begun under great disadvantages: our best man,
and Swap (two Scotchmen) had been strolling players Brodish, was dead, and to make matters worse our
in company, and when the drama failed them in the best woman, that is, Harry Honiior, who never took
“Land o’Cakes,”they threw in their lot together any other part than that of a female, got drowned in
with the 50th Regiment of Foot. But the leading a sand hole one dark night when we were returning
hand was Brodish, he had been on the London from a rehearsal. I think this induced the authori
boards, and was well posted in the business of the ties to discountenance the affair, at any rate wo
stage; at one time he was page, or, as he called it, never performed, much to the dissappointment and
footman to Madame Vestris. The trio commenced loss of the Bandmaster of a native Regiment, who
to form a Company ; to me it seems now a matter had undertaken the direction. One night we were
for surprise, that, out of the many women in the called out and kept under arms for some hours,
Regiment, some two or three could not have been watching from our elevated parade ground, a con
induced and qualified to personate the female charac flagration going on in-the lower part of the canton
ters : but such a thing was never attempted, and I ments. The men got a little out of temper, and
had on several occasions to don the petticoats, al when it was announced that the fire which had kept
though I was not confined to that line, and played them out of bed half the night was the Garrison
Quake in the “Rendezvous,” and Peter Piebald in Theatre, I was not surprised to hear some “blessings”
the “Golden Farmer.” W e got on pretty well until hurled at the unfortunate building.
____________________ W. B ond.
the 9th Lancers arrived, and after that the house
was always full to excess.
The two Regiments
G. COMPANY AT BALLATER.
fraternized as well as they could, but the Cavalry
and Infantry Barracks were about three miles apart. 0 N the 24th of June, G. Company under charge of
Major Doran, returned to Edinburgh from BulluWhen we returned with them from Gwalior, an
amalgamated Company was formed ; the 9th supplied ter, where they had been stationed sinc<‘the 20th of
two excellent men, one of whom introduced his wife, May. Shortly before leaving, the Officers of the
and if she was not very clever on the stage, she was Guard of Honour—Bt.-Major Doran, Lieut. Ozanne,
appreciated by the audience as being at all events a and S'cd.-Lieut. Birch--wero honoured- by an invi
reality. To show the scale on which matters were tation to luncheon with Her Majesty at Balmoral
conducted, I may just mention that for Don Juan Castle. On arrival, they were introduced by General
the velvet alone cost 4.00 rupees or £40. As a rule Viscount Bridport to the distinguished guests
a performance was given twice with an interval of assembled, amongst whom were the Countess of
a fortnight: the first would clear all expenses of the Errol, Marchioness of Ely, etc. After luncheon, a
building, and the second be all profit, which was message was sent from Her Majesty to the Equerry
divided. As 1844 was drawing to a close, and the in waiting, that she would receive the Officers of t le
50th had been at Cawnpore two seasons, it was Guard of Honour, and they were then introduced to
pretty well known that they would move away, and the Royal Presence. The Princess Beatrice wa> the
the Lancers remain. The control of the theatre was Lady in Waiting on the Queen. Her Majesty very
therefore handed over to the 9th ; one performance graciously talked to our Officers for some moments,
was given under her management, and another an then bowed and retired,- and the reception cam •to
nounced to follow as usual, but in the interval the an end. Our detachment speak very highly of Bob
50th got the route for Loodiannah, a two month’
s later as a station, and we have no doubt that O.
march of 500 miles.
They were to start on the Company will long look back with pleasure to the
morning of the eventful day : Mrs. Jones was much time they spent there as a Guard of Honour.

ANECDOTES OF THE 50™ REGIMENT.
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of S u bscrip tio n to Col.-Serjt. Win. Goss, Orderly Room
Clerk, 50th Regiment, The Castle, Edinburgh.

— : fc { t e “ ( Q u m t ’s (!•)to n ” C»5u-tctfc: —
Edinburgh Castle, 1st July, 1879.

TS the Army a popular institution in England or
not ? We fear we must answer this Question in
the negative. We certainly get plenty of recruits
to fill the ranks, and the early age at which many of
them join shows that tlie life of a soldier has still
plenty of charms for the young. It is no uncommon
occurrence to find men in the ranks who have com
menced their career in some other situation, but who
have thrown it up to join the service, and numerous
indances might be quoted of men who, having enlisted
and been bought out by their friends, have taken an
early opportunity of rejoining the colours. But
these examples oidy go to prove the popularity of
the service with a class, and have no bearing on the
feeling of the public at large. How is it. that when
ever it is proposed to build new barracks in any part
of the country there is such an outcry in the papers
about it. Letters are written by the dozen by men
of widely different views on most subjects, but who
are all united on this one, viz., to keep out the mili
tary by every means in their power. Let us take
another instance: we will suppose a gentleman to
have enlisted into a Regiment. As long as be wears
his mufti his friends associate with him as an equal,
but once he gets into uniform he finds himself if not
exactly cut, at all events in a very different situation
to that which he formerly held. This should not be
so, the profession of arms is in every wav an honour
able one, but it is certainly the case. From time to
time we hear of some highly respectable N. C. Officer
or soldier being refused admission to some place of
popular entertainment, or denied refreshment at some
public bar, merely on account of bis wearing uniform,
mid we fear such instances are of more frequent
occurrence than is generally supposed. Such outmgious treatment is a disgrace to our civilization,
but, how often do we hear of cases of the kind. It
discourages and disgusts our soldiers, keeps many
good men out of the ranks, and has driven many a
young fellow to the bad who would have turned out
Ve,‘
V differently had he met with more kindness and
consideration. There is in fact a vague, ill-defined,
| but deeply-rooted antipathy to the service, which
I
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will not, easily be eradicated from the popular mind.
The British Soldier in the good old times seems to
have been a decidedly bad lot. Shakespear speaks
of him as “The Soldier,”—
“Pull of strange oaths,
And bearded like the pard,”

and other old writers give anything but a flattering
description of him. The Army became particularly
obnoxious to the people during the reign of the
Stuarts, and the crowd of military adventurers let
loose upon society after the peace of Utrecht did not
tend to raise it in public estimation. To these
causes we must probably look for the origin of‘the
popular prejudice which lias siiice been fed by every
scrap of military scandal that lias found its way into
the papers. Our countrymen have always had the
character of sticking to their opinions, and we fear it,
will be long ere this unfortunate prejudice dies out.
In a body of men as large as the British Army a
certain proportion of bad characters must always be
found. These are the men we have to thank for our
evil reputation. They are of no use to their Regi
ments, spending, as many of them do, the greater
part of t,heir time in prison or hospital; yet they
cause endless trouble before they give us an oppor
tunity of getting them dismissed with ignominy,
when as likely as not!they fraudulently re-enlist into
another Regiment and commence their evil courses
again. These are the men who so frequently bring
us into discredit by figuring in the Police Courts.
It, would be idle to expect to find any good in such
fellows as these; men devoid of all sense of honour,
who have no pride in themselves or in their Regi
ments. Their conduct is bad enough in Barracks,
but they can’
t behave themselves any better when
they get, outside, and the consequence is that they
not mi frequently appear in the Police Court next
morninof.
O Nor does the mischief end here: their
crimes are reported in the papers,-and public opinion
is naturally biased by the police reports. A stricter in
quiry into the antecedents of recruits might do some
thing to check the evil, but there will always be
found some blackguards in every Regiment. The
evil is a crying one, but the cure is in our own hands.
The honour of the Eegiment, ought to be as dear to
every man as his own, and as jealously guarded.
Any man who appears as a prisoner in a civil court
has disgraced his Regiment; lie is no longer a fitting
associate for any man with a proper respect, for him
self, and he should be cut as lie deserves. This class
of crime would soon become a much rarer occurrence
under these circumstances, and the public would then
not be slow to di-cover and appreciate the good
qualities of the British Soldier.
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: DEPARTURE OF COLONEL A. C. K. LOCK.
I tjH IE London Gazette, dated June 20tli 1879, con
tained the following
o announcement:—
“50t h F oot. — Lieut.-Colonel and Brevet-Colonel A. C. K.
Lock retires on half-pay.”

Colonel Lock entered the service more than
thirty-one years ago, his first commission as an
Ensign in the Ceylon Rifles being dated, 28th Sep
tember, 1847. He was promoted Lieut, in June 1849,
and transferred to the 3rd West India Regt., and the
following year he exchanged into the 50th Regiment,
and he has remained with us ever since. He was
present with the Regiment at the battles of Alma and
lnkerman, and during the siege and fall of Sebasto
pol. In November 1855 he was appointed D. A. Q.
M. G. at Head-Quarters, a great distinction for so
young an officer. For his services during the Crimean
War he received a Brevet-Majority, the war medal
with three clasps, the Legion of Honour, Turkish
Medal and 5th Class of the Medjidie. He after
wards served with the Regiment from January 1864
to 1866 in the New Zealand War. He was present
at the actions of Rangiaohia and Nukumaru (men
tioned in despatches) and he commanded the 50th at
Kakaramea.
The following farewell address was published in
Regimental Orders, dated 21st June, 1879.
“Colonel Lock, after 29 years service with the
Regiment, now vacates the command which he has
held for five years, on appointment to a Brigade
Depot.
“His connection with the Regiment in which he
has served so many happy years, and which he has
long looked upon as his home— after serving in it
from Lieutenant to Colonel— cannot be severed with
out deep feelings of regret. Colonel Lock will ever
retain the kindest sentiments of affection towards
his old corps, with which he has served so long at
home and abroad, through hardship and privation,
in camp and field, as well as in times of peace and
quietness.
“To all now serving in the “Queen’
s Own,”
Officers, N. C. Officers and Privates, as well as to
their wives and children, Colonel Lock now on the
eve of his departure from the Regiment, bids a warm,
heartfelt, affectionate farewell, and trusts that every
soldier in the Regiment, whatever his rank may be,
will continue to strive, with all his heart, and in a
good soldierlike spirit, to do his duty in a manly,
straightforward, truthful manner; with a firm de
termination to uphold the credit and honour of the
Regiment at all times, by good conduct in quarters,
as well as by valour and devotion in the field.”
On the evening of the 27th of June, all the Officers
!
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present at Head-Quarters assembled to meet their
old chief at dinner as a Guest of the Mess. Major
Barker, and Dop.-Surgeon-General Fraser were also
present, but there were no other private guests, this
being considered a strictly Regimental dinner. After
the Queen’
s health had been proposed and duly
responded to, Major Fyler rose and made the fol
lowing short speech appropriate to the occasion :—
“We are all met here to-night to do honour to
our former Commanding Officer, and I feel sure that
all my brother Officers will feel it both a duty and a
pleasure to drink his health, and to wish him success
in his new command.
“Colonel Lock has been twenty-nine years in the
“Queen’
s Own,”— a period of service that will ap
pear very long to many of the Officers present to
night— and during the whole of that time he has never
been one day on the sick list; but wherever work was
to be done he was always to the fore. I beg to
couple his name with that of Mr-. Lock, whose
many kindly and graceful acts to the women and
children of the Regiment will make her loss deeply
regretted, and difficult to replace.
“I am sure that both Colonel and Mrs. Lock will
continue to take an interest in their old corps, and
I feel certain I repeat the feelings of all the Officers
of the Regiment, when I say I hope on many future
occasions we may have the opportunity of seeing
them again.”
Colonel Lock rose to reply, and was evidently
much affected. After thanking the Major and Offi
cers for the kind way in which they had drunk Mrs.
Lock’
s health, and his own, he said that a time of
parting must come sooner or later to all of us, and
that though such a moment be. necessarily a painful
one-, we must all bow to th ' inevitable. Linking
back, it seemed but a little while those twenty-nino
years spent in the Regiment, and that though this
might seem a long time to the young, they would
find it pass all too quickly. He had seen a great
many changes in the Regiment: many of the old
faces were missing, and others he had not long
known. Let them but live- so that at the end of their
service they could look back without regret, and
then, when the moment of parting came, it would be
found stripped of half its bitterness. He was deeply
touched by Mrs. Lock’
s name being coupled with his
own on this occasion. Mrs. Lock had taken a great
interest in the well-being of the women and children
of the Regiment, and had always endeavoured to
make them comfortable and happy. In conclusion
he hoped to have the pleasure of seeing the Regiment
from time to time, and should always be glad to
receive a visit from any of the “ Queen’
s Own ” who
might
be
in
his
neighbourhood.
This
finished the
O
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speech-making, but the party did not break up until
a late hour. It may not be out of place to mention
here that wc owe our Regimental paper to Colonel
Lock. It had long been a favourite idea of his to
have a record of Regimental doings, and though he
had considerable difficulties to contend with at first,
lie succeded in overcoming them, and in bringing
out the “Queen’
s Own Gazette.” Colonel Lock’
s
retirement will be a heavy blow to the paper, but we
hope other correspondents will come to the fore and
help to keep up the work he has so ably commenced.
We may remark in conclusion that Major Fyler in
his speech on the 27th, only expressed the general
opinion of the Regiment, and that Colonel and Mrs.
Lock leave us greatly regretted by many, and with
the good wishes of all.

CONCERT AT THE WAVERLEY HALL.
A CONCERT was held in the Waverley Hall,
Waterloo Place, on Monday evening, the 16th
of June, 1879, under distinguished Military patronage,
in aid of the Mansion House Fund for the relief of
the Widows and Orphans who have fallen during the
Zulu War, under the management of Gorpl. Hirst,
Army Service Corps. We append the Programme:
PART

I.

M r. J ames H arkness.
Selection,
.
. Pianoforte,
Song,
Macgregors Gathering, M r . N orman T hompson.
M iss R ebecca F rance .
Ballad,
The Minstrel Boy,
Song (comic), Whatever shall we do with Cyprus, M r . C hiustison .
Song,
.
.
The noble 24th,
D rummer L amprell .
T>5
Duet,
Love and War, S erjts . D awson & R ichardson .
Song,
. Let me like u Soldier fall, .
M r. B oyack .
Sons',
. St. Patrick’
s Day Parade, . M r . J. W histon .

Interval o f ten minutes.
PART
Selection,
Song,
Song,
Song,

.

Song (comic),
Duet.
O'ei
Sonoa;.*
•
Song (Comic),

II.

Pianoforte,
M r . J ames I I arkness.
The Vagabond, Conn,. II irst , A. S. C.
.
Jock o’llazeldean,
Miss K. S h erry .
rt he Death o f Nelson,
S erjt . D awson.
Fussy Old Mother-in-law, S eRJT. RICHARDSON.
the Hawthorn Hedge, MISSES FRANCE & SHERRY.
The Meeting o f the Waters
Mr. J. "Wi LSON.
................................ Mr. J. W h is t o n .

National Anthem.
The promoters had been unfortunate in the night
that had been selected for the entertainment, arid
the fact that the Hall was but poorly attended, was
doubtless in a great measure owing to the extreme
inclemency of the weather. In other respects, how
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ever, the concert was very successful. The selection
was a good one, and the audience highly appreciative
of its merits, several of the performers being favoured
with recalls. Among those whom we noticed were
Mr..-j Norman
who Sana"
. ' j j ,Thompson,
1
O the “Macgregors
o
O
leathering m a style becoming a professional, and
who received a well merited encore. Miss Rebecca
France, who possesses a firm soprano voice, sang
“'Phe Minstrel Boy in a very pleasing manner. Mr.
Christison was also very fortunate in his selection—
“Whatever shall we do with Cyprus,” a vehement
encore being the result . The duet “Love and War”
was well sung by Serjts. Dawson and Richardson,
their voices blending well together in good tune and
time. . Corpl.
s rendering
”
1 Hirst’
o of “The Vagabond
O
was also very good, and the other singers all acquitted
themselves very creditably.
The visitors spent a most enjoyable evening, and
though we fear the Mansion House Fund was not
much enriched by the performance, the effort was
very creditable, and deserving of better success.

THE HELMET.
IJMIE helmet that has so recently been adopted as the head-dress
of our Infantry, is by no means a new feature in the equipment
of our troops. In former days the helmet was greatly worn by
the British Soldier, and was known under the different denomina
tions of Head-piece, Casque, and Helmet, and which were made
of various materials, but chiefly of skins of beasts, brass, and iron.
The helmet was worn cither open or close, an open helmet only
covering the ears, head and neck, leaving the face entirely un
guarded. Some—deemed open helmets—had a bar or bars from
the forehead to the chin, to guard against the transverse cut of a
broadsword, but this afforded little or no defence against the point
of a lance or sword. A close helmet entirely covered the face,
head, and neck, having on the front, perforations for the admission
of air, and slits through, which the wearer could see the objects
aroun 1 hi:n ; this part, which was styled the visor, liftel up by
means of a pivot over each ear. Some closed helmets had a far
ther improvement, called a bever; the bever when closed,
covered the mouth and chin, and either lifted up by revolv
ing on the same pivots as the visor, or was let down by means
of two more pivots on each side near the jaws, in which case the
bever consisted of several laminae or plates, one shutting over the
other. Helmets with bevers to let down were less common than
those whose bevers lifted up. The use of the bever was to enable
the wearer to eat or drink more commodiously than he could with
a helmet that had a visor only. The helmets of the Greeks and
Romans were mostly if not always open ; Some of the latter were
much like the skull caps which were at one time time worn by our
Dragoons. Montfancon says he never saw an ancient helmet with
a visor to raise or let down, but is nevertheless of opinion that
they had those contrivances. It seems as if the Romans, at
least those of which Pom pey’
s Army was composed at Pharsalia.
had open helmets, as Oicsar dbeeted his soldiers to strike them in
the faces, an order lie would not have given had their fares been
covered.
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THE GHOST AND PADDY LYNCH.
_________

Now Paddy Lynch a soger was, whose courag'e was so great,
j That— by his own account— this hero never y e t was bate ;
ITs’
d tell you that he’
d face “Ould Nick ”if he .came in his way,
And yet a greater coward never saw the light of day.
Of ghosts and goblins Paddy never cared a straw about,
When one appeared at Aldershot you should have heard him spout,
He only wished that he was there—he’
d like to see the ghost,
That had the narve to show his face when he was on his post.
Soon after this it came to pass that Paddy went on guard.
In a certain town in Ireland where duty’
s rather hard,
The dead-house in the Hospital was just the sort of spot
T o try his pluck, and sure enough it fell to Lynch’
s lot.
Faith when Paddy was posted there, and had his oiders read,
Of one particular order sure he seemed to be iu dread ;
He had to kick the 4 ead-liou.se door at night, to scare away,
The rats, which for amusement round the corpses used to play.
Th ■day passed off and night wore on with darkness, -wind, and
snow,
And at eleven o’
clock poor Pat turned out for “Sentry go
Ochone he would have given all that ever he possessed,
To be in bed instead of there, he was so sore distressed.
Tire old relief wTas marched away and he was left alone,
The little pluck he ere possessed had now completely floivn,
And there he stood inside the “box ”afraid to move an inch :
Was ever man iu such a plight as was poor Paddy Lynch ?
Ti:e storm increased and fairly raged around the sentry’
s box,
And Paddy’
s nervous system underwent some fearful shocks :
Besides, the time had come when he must go and kick the d o or;
Oh saints above ! what could he do to tempt the ‘
-spirits ”more.
With trembling limbs he left the box. and slowly made his way,
Towards the place where he supposed the ghosts in ambush,lay ;
But fear made him mistake the house, for in this one di.f dwell,
The Serjeant of the hospital and family as well.
The dead-house and the Serjeant’
s house were both nigh Paddy’
s
beat,
But he forgot this simple fact, in terror so complete:
And when at last he mustered-pluck to give Ihe door a kick,
By all that’
s good, a form in white pulled up the window quick—
And then in loud and awful tones crie 1— “what’
s this row for, eh?”
But Paddy didn’
t wait to hear if it had more to say ;
No, off he ran without his hat, and reached the Guard Room soon,
And when he got inside the door he thought it fit to swoon.
Now Irish boys are, as a-rule, the boys who never flinch,
But there was an exceplion in our hero Paddy Lynch ;
As well as being a coward, he was king of liars too,
And even in the ghost adventure he could not be true,
For, after this when Pat was asked to tell the whole affair,
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He spun them such a yarn—enough to lift their hair:
And told them how for full an hour he fought with might and main,
Until he chased the frightful ghost which ne’
er was seen again.
W r it t e n b y C

itaui .es

K

an e .

T h e following poem was written by the Lite Tom
Hood, and has been hitherto unpublished.
AN

IN CID EN T.

I have friends, who are kind to me,
Some that I do not < ften see ;
And some that I daily come upon,
Grasp hands, and speak with—and pass on.
And others I have who are more distant,
And we only know we are each existent,
By mutual letters,—arriving rarely,
For I ’
m no coi respondent, to tell you fa'rly.
Why they like me 1 cann< t. tell,
(Some may judge ill, and some judge w ell;
Some, for a foolish trick I may have.
In smiling—-or may be, in 1>oking grave ;
Some think me jovial— and some not a testy mate,
Perchance some have formed an erroneous estimate.
Well, I own some by chance, an 1 some well merited,
And some, that I keep, 1 first inherited :
And, since from the trulh I am loth to swerve,
I think I have some that I don't deserve.
These are the friends that are kind to me ,
As for my enemies— let them be !
It may be three years ago, I took
The sudden idea of writing a book ;
Full of whims, and tit lights, and fancies,
Poems, essays, and romances.
Just a book—not a ponderous tome
Of “Travels in Turkey,” or “Hambies in Home,”
But a little mind journeying— not without merit.
So say some critics,— some kind hearts prefer it
To more serious Volumes of weightier matter;
.Just as you find iirchoisin_>■a plat ter,
Some prefer china, and some will take delf :
However, there it stands on the shelf.
And so you can read it an 1judge for yourself.
But plenty of critics be sure ma le sa l ravage.
And cut it, a.:d slashed it, with earnestness savage :
“Tiie author’
s too young”
— “The attempt is too rash,”
“He should not have published such terrible trash,”
“We caution our readers ’
gainst wasting their cash.”
By-and-bye, however, there came,
A number of letters, addressed in my name ;
Letters of praise—not one o f blame.
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That speaks well for human nature,
Which they say— to hurt a fellow creature,
Will go out of its way a mile or s o ;

oo

Over the low hoarse sound of the crowd,
The trumpets brayed, and the gongs rang loud ;
But just as—iu spite of the Comet afar,
And the lamps beneath—we could see each star.

But. to help a fellow creature ?---- No !
It will hesitate, and doubt, and linger,
And never lift a single finger.
That’
s—■
“What they say”—if you like to receive it,
As for myself, I don’
t believe if.
For—trust mo, this fact you may down as law. stick,
Men will sacrifice truth, to say something that’
s caustic.
But if I might prescribe, without being empirical,
I’
d say— take the good humour, and not the satirical.

So—through harsh music, and ceaseless noise,
Flowed on distinctly the Lady’
s voice.—
“One, who was very dear to me,
“One, who has left the earth to be
“A link between Heaven and my memory—
“ Was lying on a bed of sickness,
“When I-—to give time a seeming quickness,
“Read, from your book aloud, to please her,
“From the sick-room’
s sameness to try and ease her,
“So, I read it through from beginning to end,
“During the hist days of my friend !
“And I said if ever it so befall,
“That I meet the writer, I ’
ll tell him all,
“And thank him for myself, and the dead,
“For those thoughts of his, we together read.”

Well, after a time, the fire and pride
Of having published, within me died,
And I settled down to the steady plod
Of the path in which I had formerly trod ;
Though, still in my breast there lingered a spark,
Not extinguished—but growing dark:
A spark—of the flame that kindly praise,
And friendly notice can always raise.
A spark— of the fire that burns and scorches,
When—a mental martyr—you feel the torches
Of critical examinations. So
Not forgetting the joy or woe,
Of lauding and Warnings, I began
To settle down to my former man ;
And was going quietly on until
Something happened that sent a thrill
Of happiness into my inmost heart:
Nut the less happiness—mind— that the smart
Of a solemn sadness was with it mingled—
No wonder my tell-tale life-blood tingled !

Tell me now, if I may not lay
This to my heart, and proudly say—
“If the volume has charmed away some pain
“For one at least—it is not in vain !”
The Comet in nearness and glory transcends,
The stars are onr humble familiar friends;
The lamps may glare, but a tiny star
Is higher—if not so bright as they are.
The critics may praise— the critics may blame,
The style may be weak, and too low the aim :
But I shall remember the autumn night—
The stars— the comet—the cressets bright:
But, better than all, the gentle light
Of a graceful act, and a kindly word,
That outweighs all the blame I have ever heard.

The story’
s no long one, you need not fear if :
Sit down beside me, and then you shall hear i t !I
I met (it does not matter where,
And if I told you, you would not care)—
A Lady of true and tender heart,
Quietly acting up to her part,
In this drama of life as a gentlewoman,
A part that is something more than human).
One evening in a window together
We stood, gazing cut—it was autumn weather;
The sky was clear, ’
t.was a starlit night,
And toward the West, with a mystic light,
Over the town a Comet hung,
Like a fiery Pentecostal tongue ;
^ bile beneath that streaming celestial sign,
Out in the streets, with a smoky shine,
Glared the lamps of the booths and shows—
(Twas a fair, as you will have guessed I suppose).
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This is one of the friends who’
ve been kind to m e !
As for my enemies—let them be !
T homas H ood .

Liskecird, October, 1858.

MUSKETRY.
P rtze S hooting— F. C ompany.

Jp

COMPANY’
S Prize Shooting took place on the
*5th of June, the average obtained being 19-58,
a fairly good score, but not as high a figure as we
had expected from the Company. The Prizes were
won by Serjt. Spencer with 33 points, Pte. French
30, and Cor pi. Wenham 29.
P r ize S hooting — C. C ompany .

C. Company fired for prizes on the 14th of June.

The weather was favourable, and the shooting on
the whole very satisfactory. The average obtained
was 21'94, the prize winners being— Pte. Rake 32,
Serjt. Dickens 31, and Pte. Frost 29.
A nnual C ou r se — B. C ompany .

This Company commenced Target Practice on the
2nd of June, and was favoured with splendid weather
throughout the course. Great changes have taken
place in B. Company during the past year ; several
good shots have left the Regiment, and a consider
able falling off in the Company’
s Figure of Merit has
resulted in consequence. The first 30 rounds pro
duced fairly satisfactory results, but there was a
great deal of wild shooting at the 600 yards range,
and the scoring at this distance, was very poor. The
Figure of Merit, 100'72, is nearly 4^ points less than
last year’
s scoi*e. The following were the highest
scores made at the various distances : 200 yards,
Dnur. Yale 32 points, Col.-Serjt. Ilooton 29. At
300 yard, Dr. Wickenden 29. At 500 yards, Pte.
G. Hopwood 34, and Drtnr. Wickenden 33, Corpl.
Gibbons 30. COO yards, (1st) Corpl Bradey 25,
Pte. Hogarth 25. 600 yards, (2nd) Corpl Gibbons
27, Corpl. Allen 26. 600 yards, (3rd) Ptes. H.
Sampson 29, and J. Munden 26. Tlie best individual
scores were made by Corpl. Bradey 149, and Drmr.
Wickenden 147. The average in Volley Firing was
5'31, against 6’
14 last year. In Independent Firing
6'84 against 6-64 last year, and 17'27 in Skirmishin<r,
17’
24 last year. The Judging
O “against
o
o o Distance
Practice of B. Company was very bad this year, the
best score made being only 29, or 1 point below the
number required to gain a prize.
A nnual C o u r s e — F. C om rany .

F. Company having concluded itspreliminary drills,
commenced Target Practice on the 11th of June,
and finished the individual firing on the 25th,
with a Figure of Merit of 108, which is very credit
able, considering that they have had rather bad
weather, and that the practice was suspended for a
week, on account-of the Volunteers’shooting. As
they have neither finished their Skirmishing nor
Judging Distance Practice, we will keep particulars
until next month. We may, however, mention that
Serjt. Murphy has “tied”Serjt. Henary of H. Com
pany— as yet the best shot of the Regiment— with
the very excellent score of 182. The latter, how
ever, has the precedence, having made more points
in the 2nd class.
I

JQURING the past month several letters have been
received in the Regiment from our volunteers at
the Capo. Our men seem quite cheerful and con
tented, though they have to undergo a good deal
of hardship even for a South African campaign.
One old 50th man, now serving in the 24th Regt.,
gives the following account of the March up country
to join Colonel W ood’
s Column.— “We landed on
the 11th of April at Natal, and, after receiving a new
kit, commenced our march on the 15th. On the
18th we arrived at Pietermaritzburg, (45 miles) where
we halted for three days to get some more things
and our ammunition for the front: each, man received
70 rounds. By the 30th April we had marched
175 miles, camping every night at 4 o’
clock, and start
ing each morning at 6 a.m. After one day’
s rest we
again set out; on this occasion wegot nothing to eat until
we halted after a twelve mile march ; next day we
marched 22 miles, and did out-post duty all night,
and arrived here (Dundee) the following day, after
another march of 16 miles. The country hereab aits
is very hilly, and ankle deep in sand, and during the
last two days we had to ford streams, the water com
ing up to our waists, and march till we were dry
again. We expect to remain here about five davs.”
The letter is dated the 3rd of May, and the writer
expresses his opinion that there would probably hr
some fighting shortly, so we may expect some in
teresting details before long. Fie also speaks of the
strict discipline maintained on the march, and seems
to think the Officers of the Guards rather hard
on the men as a ru le; but there is no word of
complaint in the letter, and the severity of tlie disci
pline is recognized as a necessary measure of common
precaution.
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C b r a m d c of (gbents.
JU L Y .

8t)i.—Lieut. Boyd 1st Royal Scots, with 35 N. C.
Officers and men proceeded by march route to Glencorse to join 62nd Brigade Depot.
9th. — Lient. Ozanne, one Corporal, and five
Privates, commenced a course of Signalling under
Captain Bayly.
12th.— A. Company returned from Dundee.
,,
Two Serjeants and two Corporals proceed
ed to Ayr for Duty with the 61st, Brigade Depot.
,,
Capt. Patterson with the remainder of the
detachment, 1st Royal Scots, proceeded by march
route to join the 62nd Brigade Depot.
13th.—One m an rejoined Ilead-Quarters from 1st
Class A rm y Reserve'.
14th. — One Serjeant and one Corporal proceeded
to Perth for Duty with the 57th Brigade Depot.
23rd.— Lieut. Brock apd servant rejoined HeadQuarters from the Depot.
28th.— Lieut. Evans and servant left Chatham to
join the Depot at Maidstone.
30th.— Lieut. Ozanne, two Serjeants, two Cor
porals, and three Privates proceeded to Hythe to
join the School of Musketry.
E R R A T U M ,—I n p a g e 63, s e c o n d colum n, third s c o r e
from the b o tto m in R ifle M atch, for “J ” M urphy, r e a d W.
Murphy.

“
50.h F oot.—M a jor aud Bt.-Lieut.-C flonel J. T h o m p s o n to
b e Lt.-Colonel, vice B t.-Colonel A C. K. L ock , r e tir e d on
half-pay, d a te d 21st June 1879.
“C aptain an d Bt.-M ajor R. H. P. D o ra n to b e M ajor, vice
B t.-Lient.-Colonel J. T h om pson , d a ted 21st Ju n e 1879.
“Lieut. E d w in T h a ck w e ll to b e Captain, vice B t.-M ajor
D oran, d a ted 21st June 1879.’
’
T o b e C orpora ls.—L ce.-C orp ora ls G. T u ck er G. C om p a n y ,
to b e C o rp o ra l in th e sam e ; G. B ro o k s D. C om pa n y, to be
C o rp o ra l in H. C om p a n y ; F. S ta n ley C. C om pan y, to be
C o rp o ra l in H. C o m p a n y ; S. J. B a rto n B. C om pan y, to b e
C o rp o ra l in A. C o m p a n y : a n d G. H o w a r d H. C om p a n y , to
b e C o rp o ra l in th e same.
T o be L a n ce-C orpora ls.—Ptes. A. H o r n B. C om p a n y , a n d
R. W rin ge A. Com pany.
D IS C H A R G E S .
Pte. J. Corm ick, p e n s io n Is. p er d ie m ; a n d Pte. P. L a very ,
p e n sio n Is. p e r diem.
B IR T H S .
M ay 27th, at D undee, th e w ife o f D r u m m e r R e y n o ld s A.
C om pan y, o f a son.
Ju n e 27th, at E din bu rgh , th e w ife o f Pte. J. Dunne, E. C o m 
pany, of a daughter.
Ju ly 31st, at E d in b u rg h Castle, th e w ife o f Serjt. F o r b e s
A. H. Corps, o f a son.
S U B S C R IP T I O N S A C K N O W L E D G E D .
C o lo n e l A. C. K. L ock, to 30th June 1880Mr. P. Barry, to 31st Jan uary 1880.

Leave of Absence has been granted to—
Lieut. J. W. Jon es from th e 3rd to the 10th o f July.
NEW S

FR O M

THE

CAPE.

The only letter we li we received from the Cape during t ie past
mouth is from one of our voluutee.s to the 58th Regiment. It is
very brief, and not of much general interest. The writer gives
some account of the hardships our troops have lately had to en
counter in Zululaud, and he does not give a cheerful picture of a
soldier’
s life in the field. After long marches through a very
desolate country, our men have had to entrench their positions
night after night before turning in to rest, and the out-post duty
has been particularly hard. Instead of bread., flour has been issued
to the troops, which they have had to bake the best, way they
could, and the result may he more easi’
y imagined than describe 1.
Then the weather has been veen very trying to our men, by dayvery hot or wet, and often bitterly cold at night. The lotto of the
letter improves towards fheend however, and becomes almost cheerful
in the last few lines, where he tells us that he expects to be engaged
in aday or two, and that the war will probably be over in a
month. As the letter was written a few days before the battle of
Uluudi, his anticipations have probably proved correct before now.
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MEN IN SCARLET.
T X these times when much is being said in the
papers about the behaviour and bearing of those
wearing Her M ajesty’
s Uniform, it may not be
amiss to repeat some remarks made by Lord
Shaftesbury about us at the Autumn Manoeuvres
of 1872, when the 50th bore a prominent part, when as
fine a body of men as one could wish to see marched
pa-t on Salisbury Plain, and in the words of the
Daily News describing that event — “the ‘Dirty
II df Hundred’went by as well as any Regiment on
the ground; who that knows the 50th Foot could
doubt ?” The troops were divided into two opposing
forces— the Northern and the Southern Armies ; the
50th belonged to the latter force, encamped on
Blaudford Race Course, consisting of Engineers, Ar
tillery, Cavalry, Guards, Rifle Drigade, 2-17th Regi
ment, 23rd and 7th Fusiliers, 50th and 95th
Regiments, with several Militia Regiments; amongst
them one came from Argyllshire, while another
hailed from County Down. These with Volunteer
Corps of peculiar names from London and elsewhere,
formed a fine little Army. But to return to the
remarks published in the papers by the noble Earl of
Shaftesbury, on whose estate the Southern Army
were encamped.
“T nt C haracter of t h e M en of t h e S outhern
A rmy.”-— Lord Shaftesbury prints the following testi
monial to the conduct of the Army encamped on
Blaudford Down, near His Lordship’
s residence, St.
Giles’House :—“Much alarm had been excited by
the announcement of their intended arrival, and
letters were addressed to me from the dLtrict, full
of apprehensions ; but on Friday last, some time
after their occupation of the ground, 1 was assured,
bv the very persons who had entertained fears of
licence and disorder, that not a single instance of
complaint had occurred, and that, on the contrary,
the troops had behaved themselves in a manner the
most praiseworthy and becoming. This has been
confirmed to me by my friend, Lord Port-man, whose
great experience as a magistrate renders his opinion
of high value. On the next day 1 was startled by
information at an early hour that some 10,000 of
these men had taken possession of my downs. I
was delighted to hear it, and joined them as soon as
possible. The day was sultry and oppressive, and
yet these gallant fellows, after a march of fourteen
miles, were standing out under a broiling sun, un
willing, without permission, to go into the woods,
which were all around them, for shelter. In a few
minutes, hewever, hundreds of them were fast asleep
under the shade of the trees. The 1st Division
under Sir Alfred Horsford remained three days, and
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I am only speaking the sentiments of everyone in the
neighbourhood when I say that for order, discipline,
and civility nothing could have surpassed them.
After service on Sunday, hundreds, I may say thou
sands, bathed in the river and walked and strolled
about my gardens; and I am assured that not a leaf
is missing, nor a flower trampled on. The farmers
and peasantry have received them with open arms
and I hear nothing but expressions of delight and
wonder at such quietness and sobriety. Of course
I cannot presume to give any military opinion, but
apart from military considerations I will venture to
assert that to train men to such order, self restraint.,
and liberal obedience cannot fail to have the verv
noblest results of a moral character................. I
firmly believe that a finer set of fellows, both Officer’
s
and men, for intelligence, activity, zeal, discipline,
and good humour, were never brought together for
the defence of their country.”

TEA MEETING AT THE SOLDIERS’ HOME.
/O.N Monday evening the 2Sth of July, Miss Millar brought
'^together a social party at the Soldiers’Home. Those invited
were chiefly ladies and geltlemen who took part, in the fortnightly
entertainments held in the above Home during last winter, and
also those of the 50th Regiment who assisted in the same, in
addition to which several Serjeants of the Garrison Staff and
50th Regiment were asked. About, fifty responded to the kind
invit. tion, and we need hardly say that the entertainment was a
complete success. Miss Millar, ever anxious to do something for
the soldier and his family, had made such excellent arrangements
that success was assured. About. G.30 p.m. all sat down to anexcelleat.
tea, after which several of thjse present took part in singing,
pianoforte playing and reciting. At 9 p.m. strawberries and cream
were served to the assembled guests, after which the proceedings
were brought to a close by a short prayer from the Revd. P
Beatou P. C. “God save the Queen” was sung, and all retired
to their respective homes after spending a most enjoyable evening.
Amongst those present we noticed General and the Misses
Renton, Surgeon-General Fraser an 1 Bt.-Lt,-Colonel and Mrs.
Leach. &c. M e would strongly recommend the Soldiers’Home
to the men of (lie Regiment, at which establishment a most
pleasant evening can always be spent.
Mister, I owe you a grudge, remember th at!’ “I shall not
be frightened then, for 1 never knew you to pay anything that you
owed.”
Some time ago some boys returning from school, met an old
woman driving some asses before her ; they immediately addressed
her: “Good morning mother of asses.” “Good morning my
children,”was the reply1
'.
“That’
s a hard case,” as the Irishman said when he hit his
friend on the head.”
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Zulu nation. In 1821 three Englishmen from Cape t
Colony arrived at what is now known as the Port of
Natal, interviewed Chaka, and obtaining permission
from him “to form a trading station there,”laid the
foundation of what is now called the Colony of Natal.
About 1828 Chaka was murdered and was succeeded
by his brother Bingaan, who was killed about 184-0
and succeeded by his brother Umpauda, who was not
of a very warlike temperament, and was always in
clined to be friendly with the white men. He died a
— : % \n " ($i t e m t ’s (LUtrn” C.Ki^ctte: —
natural death in 1872 and w as.succeeded by his
E d in b u r g h Castle, 1st A ugust, 1879.
eldest son Cetywayo the present cl»ief. On the 2Gth
P U B L IC attention lias lately been so much—and of February 1873 a message came to Pietermaritz
often so painfully—directed to Zululand, that burg from the Zulu people to the Lieutenant
every scrap of information regarding the country Governor, saying that “Umpauda was dead, the
and its inhabitants has been eagerly studied, and the tribe were in mourning, and wandering without a
subject has already become such a hackneyed one, that’
, King— that they prayed that Somtsen (Mr. Shepthere is great difficulty in saying anything new about stone) should be sent from Natal to arrange the
it. There has arisen quite a library of Zulu books affairs of the dead chief, and to preside at the in
and pamphlets, and we hope to be ahie from some of stallation of his successor.” On the 8th of August Mr.
these — notably Major-General Bissetfs, Farrer’
s Shepstone went; and the coronation of Cetywayo took
and Mann’
s,— to tell something that may interest place 1st September 1873 in presence of 10,000 Zulus.
our readers.
The Zulus are quite a young Mr. Shepstone said Cetywayo seemed a man of “great
race, their history is scarcely yet a hundred years ability—frank and open in bis communications.”
old, and they were not originally of at all a warlike Leslie describes Cetywayo as “a good looking, tall,
disposition ; they have simply been made what they powerful man, with small hands and feet,”
are by a succession of warlike kings, of whom OetyIn our next number we may give some history of
wayo is the fifth. About a century ago the Zulus the Zulu Military system, and their punishments and
were only an unimportant sect among the many tribes home life; we will finish just now with the graphic
that lived a quiet wandering sort of life around the description of the Zulu war-dress given by Major
Colony now called Natal.
The principal tribe was General Bisset. “It is most fantanstic, but at the
the Umtetwas, and their chief was named Diugiswayo, same time picturesque. First, round the ankle there
or “The Wanderer,” he having as a young man is a fringe of long hair from a bullock’
s tail ; imme
| travelled about more than most of his neighbours, diately above the calf of the leg there is another
and spent some time in Cnpe Colony, watching which hangs downwards nearly to the fe e t; the knee
j the ways and doings of the white man, and profiting, and tendon achilles are quite free ; round the waist
as it afterwards appeared thereby. When lie became is a girdle of wild cats’or monkeys’tails, strung so
chief he formed his people into Regiments, placed closely together that it forms a complete kilt; round
officers in them with different powers, and instituted the neck is another fringe of cows tails, and innumer
a species of regular training. With such an army able strings uf beads of all forms and descriptions.
j; Diugiswayo went on conquering all the tribes round The arms are similarly protected with cow-liair round
about him. Attracted by bis great fame, Oliaka, the arm above the elbow, and also above the biceps
one of the younger sons of the Zulu chief joined as muscle— some have ivory bands round this part of
a subordinate this great Umtetwas warrior. Shortly the arm to indicate rank. The head likewise is fan
alter this the chief of the Zulus died, and the tribe tastically dressed with stuffed rolls of otter skin,
wanting to ingratiate themselves with their powerful black ostrich feathers, and tufts of the same of ail
neighbour, asked him to appoint them a chief; this shapes and sizes, crowned by long feathers standing
lie did at once, naming Oliaka, who inaugurated upright or inclined at various angles.”
amongst the Zulus the same customs he had observed
We will be glad to receive contributions from any of our sub
j so successful among the Umtetwas.
Some time scribers,
Officers, N. C. Officers and Privates of the Regiment, as
after this Oliaka was fighting as an ally with his old well as from old friends in any way connected with the Corps. We
I chief Diugiswayo, who being slain, the two tribes cannot guarantee that, all communications will be inserted in our
amalgamated with Oliaka as chief, and he continued limited space, but we will do so as far as possible. By this means
to conquer tribe after tribe until be became the great the work of editing will be made lighter, and a tone of more gen
eral interest will be imparted to the pages of the “Queen’
s Own
I warrior-chief of the country, and founder of the Gazette,”— Editor.
N 0 T I C E.

“T H E Q U E E N 'S O W N G A Z E T T E : A R e c o r d o f th e
50th R egim en ta l D oin gs,” w ill b e fo r w a r d e d P o s t F r e e to
S u bscribers on th e F ir st o f e a ch M o n th at th e fo llo w in g
Rates o f S u b sc r ip tio n :—
ONE YEAR
.
.
.
. I s . 8d.
Do.
(T oned Paper)
2s. 8d.
T h ose w is h in g to b e c o m e S u b sc r ib e r s to th e G azette,
s h o u ld fo rw a rd th eir N a m e s a n d A d dresses, w ith a m ou n t
of S u b sc r ip tio n to Gol.-Serjt. Wm. Goss, O rd e rly R o o m
Clerk, 50th R egim en t, T h e Castle, E d in b u rgh .
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ANECDOTES OF THE 50™ REGIMENT.
/AN the march from Cawuporo to Loodiannah the
road lay through tho city of Delhi. On the
morning of our arrival there our Company formed
tho advanced guard ; this was a lw a y s an enviable
position as much dust and inconvenience was thus
avoided.
Having passed many ruins of the
ancient capital, we suddenly came in sight of the
modern city, when the spectacle was really imposing.
Nearly a mile from the gates we were halted, and
looking
forming
O back saw the Regiment
O
<—
> into column
of half Companies with fixed bayonets; then we
thought ourselves doubly fortunate, as, after a long
march in that part of the world, the difference be
tween bayonets fixed or unfixed is something worth
mentioning. On entering at the Calcutta gate we
found a large number of ladies and gentlemen await
ing the arrival of the Regiment, By some misdirec
tion, instead of going straight through the Chanduee
Chowke, we passed out of the Cashmere gate; the
band was heard and we thought, all was right, until
presently it occurred to us that they were inside the
wall and we out. To maintain the character of an
advanced guard we had to double, and just arrived
at the Lahore gate as the Regiment was coming out.
Having missed a sight of the main thoroughfare, and
thinking perhaps we would leave on the morrow, I
went at once with some others to view the lions of
the place ; at the palace of the ancient kings of_
D.dhi there were a large number of armed retainers,
and they signified to us that we could enter, which
we gladly did.
There was the Peacock Throne,
I think it was called ; oneof our party got on the top of
it and behaved in a ridiculous manner— the atttendnnts were horrified, and we felt ashamed— he did not
belong to the 50th, but was marching up with us to
join his Regiment at Kussowlie. We pointed to his
yellow facings, and then to ours, just to show he
was not one of us. On returning to camp we told
what we had seen, and many started off on the same
errand, but the gates were closed, and remained so
durino- the whole of our stav, and all through the
indiscretion of one individual. India has been called
the land of the sun : 1 think that part of it, just out
side the walls of Delhi might be called the land of
the flies ; but then we were exceptionally unfortunate,
the ground on which our camp was pitched having
been occupied a few days before as a sweetmeat
bazaar. No wonder the flies swarmed— it was im
possible in the day-time to get a moment’
s rest,
although two or three men were always at work towel
in hand ; but the flies would not go out if they could
help it, but would cluster on the top of the tentpoles, and on the blue inside lining. At last it was
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decided that our tent should be struck suddenly and
trampled on, the operation was performed with
success, but it took some time afterwards to scrape
the lining. We stayed about three days at Delhi,
and wore glad to get away on account of the flies;
thousands of them accompanied the march, and it
was nearly a week before we saw the last of them.

DEPARTURE OF THE 1ST ROYAL SCOTS.
Saturday the 5th of July orders were received
at the Castle for the Royal Scots stationed here
to return to their depot at Grlencorse. Part of the
detachment under Limit. Boyd left on the followingO
Monday in obedience to this order, and Capt. Pat
terson with the remainder proceeded to Glencorse
on the 12th of July. During their stay in the Castle
the behaviour of this detachment has been most ex
emplary, and both Officers and men were deservedly
popular with the “Queen’
s Own.” We have no
doubt that the good feeling established on this
occasion will be maintained, and that whenever and
wherever the two corps meet, they will fraternize in
memory of “Auld king syne.”
v

ANNE SHIPTON’S PROPHECY.
Dated
1873.

a .d .

1448; republished 1C 11—and again m

“Carriages without horses shall go,
And accidents fill the world with woe ;
Around the world thoughts will fly
In the twinkling of an eye.
Water shall yet more wonders do,
How strange, and yet they shall be true ;
The-world upside down shall be,
And gold shall be found at root of tree.
Through hills men shall ride,
And no horse or ass be at his side.
Under water men shall walk,
Shall ride, shall sleep, shall talk ;
In the air men shall In seen,
In white, in black, in green.
Iron in the water shall float,
As easy os a wooden boat.
Gold shall he found, and shown
In lands not yet known.
England shall at last admit a Jew,
And fire and water shall wonders do;
The world to an end shall come
In 1881.”
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ARMY SIGNALLING.
mPIE value of Army Signalling’as a means of keep-*-ing up communications has been thoroughly
tested by the Afghan and Zulu Wars.
In the
former campaign much assistance was derived from
this branch of the Intelligence Department., and
much valuable information obtained ; but the most
striking results have occurred in South Africa.
Colonel Pearson when cooped up in Ekowe was
enabled to receive and answer messages from the
relieving force, long before the final advance was
made, and the messages thus transmitted must have
done much to cheer the drooping spirits of Ids brave
little force. Pearson’
s aparatus was of the simplest
construction, the flashing aparatus being mainly
composed of a looking glass of the largest size pro
curable in Ekowe; but rude as it was he managed
to send intelligible messages a distance of fifteen
miles. The fort at Kkowe occupies a commanding
position, and the lifle garrison were able to watcli the
movements of the blockading force with ease, though
the relieving army coming from a lower level were
quite unable to make out the whereabouts of the
enemv. A large force of Zulus was known to be
between our troops and Ekowe, and it was necessary
to practice the greatest caution in the. advance.
But Pearson was watching both friend and foe from
the fort, and his information at this juncture was
most valuable, lie reported the movements and
probable numbers of the enemy, and the consequence
was that the Zulus found 11s quite prepared for them
when they made their attack at Gingilova. We can
imagine the feelings of the garrison as they watched
the progress of the fight on which their fate depend
ed, how every eye would be strained to see as much
as possible of the struggle. The action was soon
decided however, and then the pent up feelings of the
garrison were expressed in a congratulatory message
to the victorious general, and Pearson’
s litttie band
was free. The communication between Newdigate’
s
(2nd) Brigade and Ladysmith was entirely kept up by
signalling, the party being under Lieut. Scott Douglas
of the21stRoyal Scots Fusiliers. Ladysmithisthe far
thest point to which the electric telegraph has yet
been laid, and the interval between this point and
Newdigate’
s force is thirty-five miles. It was in
tended to have laid a field telegraph the whole dis
tance, and the-Engineers set to work with a will to
accomplish this object, but when they got the line
completed as far as Ladysmith their plant was ex
hausted, and no more was procurable without sending
home ffir it. What the consequences would have
been without Army Signalling it is of course imposs'hle to say, but Newdigate could scarcely have
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advanced, as his available cavalry would have been
worked to death keeping up communications and
guarding the line of them. Lately Army Signalling
has undergone considerably modification, and a new
book has been issued on the subject. The new code
has many advantages, one of the principal of which
is that it lays down but one system for Army and
Navy Signalling. The old cypher wheel is abolished
by this system, and the result is that whilst messages
are sent quicker than before, much greater attention
is required to detail than formerly. In other words
the new system is much simpler to men who know
their work, but is much more difficult to guess at
meanings than formerly. Seeing the great impor
tance derivable from Army signalling, we hope the
various classes will all endeavour to become proficient
in the art.

PRESENTATION TO PTE. J. CORMICK.
^ N Friday the 18th of July, the members of the
Band, 50th “Queen’
s O w n” Regiment, met to
gether in town for the purpose of bidding farewell to
Pte. J. Cormick, late of the Band; and also to
present him with a souvenir, as a token of the respect
they held for him, in the shape of a handsome gold
ring, and gold Maltese cross, with earrings to match
for Mrs. Cormick. The Band assembled at an early
hour in the evening at Mitchell’
s Hotel in the High
Street and the evening was enlivened by several of
those present singing songs of various characters.
After spending a very pleasant evening, the part v
dispersed about half past nine.
Pte. J. Cormick entered the service in 1854 and
took part in the New Zealand Campaign with the
Regiment: (Medal).

THE GREAT CLOCK AT WESTMINSTER.
n p riO S E of us who have visited 'Whitehall. London, will scarcely
have failed to see or hear the loud sounding bell of the clock
striking the hours in the Houses of Parliament at Westminster.
A few particulars concerning this clock by Sir E. Beckett may not
be uninteresting : the dial is 2 2 feet in diameter, its area is 400
feet, and there is no other dial with minute hands so large in Ihe
world. The weight has a fall of 175 feet— there are four dials,
and five bells for chiming the quarters and striking- the hour s ;
the largest of these bells weighs 13£ tons, and the others are of
the respective weights of—4 tons, 36cwt., 30cwt., and 20 cwt.
The weight of tire hammer of the large bell is 4owt.: it ought to be
8 cwt., but since the large bell became cracked a smaller hammer,
half the weight, was substituted. The winding up of the goingpart of this huge clock takes ten minutes only, but the winding up
of the striking, quarter, and hour parts take five hours each, and
this has to be done twice a week. The contract price for winding
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up the clock is £100 per annum. The error of the clock amounts
to only one second for 83 days in the year, and there is no other
clock in the world of which the same can be said. The clock
reports itself twice a day by signal at Greenwich, and there are
relurn signals. The weight of the pendulum is G80 lbs, and by
adding loz. weight to it, the clock will gain one second per diem.

DEATH OF “ BOATSWAIN.”
Property of Captain Bromfield, 50th Regiment.
4 X old friend’
s departure from this life has almost slipped our
'^n otice, it appears; yet late though it be, old Boatswain’
s death
merits a passing notice at our hands—if only as one of the last
links that bound us to our old New Zealand days, and the very
last left alive of the numerous animals which accompanied the
voyage home from Brisbane, Sydney, and Adelaide, in March
1801). A s many of our readers will remember Boatswain was a
fam jus water-dog', and performed numerous fears both of diving
and swimming, he was always equally read3' to face a heavy surf,
or to swim long distances after a boat, and really seemed never to
tire of the water. Mis great battle with the shark in Brisbane
Kiver has already been recorded in these columns. In his younger
days, and indeed up to an advanced age, he had a somewhat
regrettable taste for fighting, which he indulged in more frequently
than was at all necessary'; and on one occasion, while, we grieve
to sayr, in a state of desertion, he killed the pet fighting dog of the
Devon Militia, and thereby' brought his master into temporary
difficulties. I 11 his latter days Boatswain was affected with conjest ion of the lungs, and was unable to accompany the Begiinent
to Scotland. lie was left behind at the Stand House Hotels,
Curragh, where his wants were duly ministered to by kind hands,
and he had a loose box and plenty of straw all to himself. Ills
great delight was in watching the arrival or departure of the
diffeient Regiments, when be would gravely examine the new
comers, and having satisfied himself that they were not of his own
Begiinent, returned sadly to his post by the door. The cold of
the last winter proved fatal to him, as it has to many living
beings, both human and animal, and lie died on the 2 1 st of
December, at the age of about twelve years and a half.

DUNDEE.
0 U R Detachment which has lately been stationed
at Dundee, having returned to Edinburgh Castle
on Saturday, July 12th ; a slight description of that
town will probably interest some of those who
have not been there.
Dundee stands on the
left bank of the Tay, about seven or eight miles
from the open sea, and about fifty miles north of
Edinburgh ; it is a great seat of manufactures, and,
next to Edinburgh and Glasgow, is the most popu
lous town in Scotland. Dundee was made into a
local burgh by King William, who began to reign in
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1165; its ancient rights were re-established by a
charta of King Robert Bruce, and finally confirmed
by the great charta of Charles 1. It has frecpiently
suffered from the calamities of war, and was besieged
by the Duke of Lancaster in 1385; again it was
besieged and pillaged by Montrose in 1645, and was
taken and given up to pillage and massacre by Monk
during the protectorship of Cromwell. There are
th ree Stations in the town,—one on the North British,
another on the Caledonian, and a third on the Highland
Railways. The chief places of worship of the town are
three parish churches built round an old tower,
all three being under the same roof. The principal
buildings are the Royal Exchange, the Albert Insti
tute, where there is a museum, and a room devoted
to models of machinery ; also a picture gallery,
where there has lately been a very good exhibition
of pictures : the High School, the Bank, and several
large Hospitals. There is a large park of about 40
acres at the East end of the town, presented by Sir
David Baxter, and opened in 1863; this park is
named after the donor, and is called the Baxter Park.
There are some extensive harbours, the last of which
— the Victoria Dock— was opened in August 1875.
At the North end of the Docks is the Royal Arch,
commemorating Her Majesty’
s landing in 1844,
since which time she has not visited Dundee, till a
few weeks ago, when she passed through the Tay
Bridge station on her way from Balmoral to Windsor.
Dundee is the chief seat in Great Britain of the
manufacture of the coarser kinds of linen, canvas and
cordage, and since 1830 has been famous for the
manufacture of jute, a coarse, strong fibre grown in
India, from which, hags, sacks, rugs, carpets, etc.,
are made. Of this manufacture Dundee has the
monopoly, and the products are in demand all over
the world ; flax, tow, and hemp are also manufac
tured. Confectionery, especially marmalade, is ex
tensively made: and about 100,000 persons find
employment in connection with the linen, jute, and
other textile trades. The chief thing to be seen in
Dundee is the Tay Bridge, which spans the river
Tay ; it is about two miles long, is made entirely of
iron, and from a distance appears very slender.
Only one train can cross it at the same time, there
being only one line of rails, the architect of this
bridge, Boucli, was knighted a few weeks ago at
Windsor. A very good view of Dundee, the river
Tay, and the country round, can bo obtained from
the top of the “Dundee Len,” a hill above the
barracks.
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MUSKETRY.
A nnual C o u r se — F. C ompany .

-*-June, so fclmb as there was not time in onr last to
o-ive a detailed account of its shooting, we only gave
the Figure of Merit, in calculating which, the perfor
mance of a man in waiting for the 07th Draft was
not included ; as he has not gone he has become a
casual which makes the Figure of Merit at present
!04'96, not quite as good as we would have
anticipated from the care with which the Company
performed the preliminary drills.
However, the
weather was not at all favourable, and we may hope
that the Company will ultimately be credited with a
better figure of merit than at present, as then; are
some good shots belonging to it who have not yet
been exercised, and we hope that they will do well.
We give some of the best, scores at the different
distances: 200 yards Serjt. Murphy 84 points, Serjt.
Martin 3d, Serjt. Spencer 30. 300 yards, Serjt.
Martin 30, Serjt. Hughes 29. Serjt. Murphy 28,
500 yards, Serjt. Martin 35, Serjt. Murphy 34, Serjt.
Hughes 31, Fte. French 31. 600 yards, (first) Serjt.
Murphy 27, Serjt Martin 22. 600 yards (second)
Serjt. Murphy 32, Serjt. Martin 29, Serjt. Hughes
33, Cnrpl. Winham 29, Pte. Cousin 27. 600 yards,
(third) Serjt. Martin 29, Serjt. Murphy 27, Pte.
Bills 26 , Pte. J. Chapman 26. The best scores were
Serjt. Martin 178, Serjt. Hughes 164, French 138,
Bills 133, Cousin 135, J. Chapman 134, and Serjt.
Murphy who made the excellent score of 182 as
large a score as any one has yet made in the Regi
ment. The average in Volley Firing was 5'92 , Inde
pendent Firing 8*15 ; and in Skirmshing 20-64, one
section making in this practice the excellent average
of 24-00. In Judging, Distance there were ten men
made the required 30 points and upwards, the best
score being Lce.-Corpl. Audsley with 34, and there
were several who made 33 points, including Col.8erjt. Delury, Corporal Jackson, and Lee.-Corporal
Butchers.
A nnual C ourse— C. C ompany.
COMPANY commenced its Annual Course on
the 30th, of June, and completed it on the 15th
(|f July. 33 men were present with the Company
;>t the commencement of the course, one of whom
became a .casual before its completion. In conse
quence of the go id figure made in the Prize Shootuig this year, great tilings were hoped of C. Company;
but, these hopes were doomed to disappointment, and
the' Figure Merit obtained shows a considerable
falling off from last year’
s score. It is but due to
fbe Company to say that all hands endeavoured to
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shoot their best, but partly owing to the loss of
several, steady shots, and partly owing to the bad
weather that has constantly attended C. Company’
s
course for the past three or four years, the result f
attained scarcely came up to the general expectations, j
The Figure of Merit obtained by C. Company was
102•31, and the following men made the best scores |
at the various distances :—200 yards, Pte. J. Balls i
31, Pte. 11. Watts 31. 300 yards, Serjt. H. Dickens j
30, Lce.-Corpl. Stanley 29. 500 yards, Lee.-Serjt.
T. Butting 28, Pte- J. Martin 26. ‘600 yards, (first) i
Pte. J. Rake 28, Corpl. F. Howard 26. 600 yards,
(second) Pte. H. Davis 30, Serjt. E. Moss 29, Pte. J. j
Rake 2o. 600 yards, (third) Lee.-Serjt. Botting32,
Corpl. J. Coglan 28, Pte. J. Rake 28. Pte. G.
Lockley with 30, and Pte. J. Martin 30 were the I
best scores in Judging Distance Practice. The Inde
pendent Firing average was 7-56, Skirmishing 17*81,
and Volley Firing G.62, the two former being slightly
lower scores than those attained last year, the latter
a slight improvement on the figure for 1877-78.
There were 7 marksmen and the average obtained in
Judging Distance Practice was 22*18, the Final
Classification showing
O in Target
O Practice,' 10 men in
the 1st class, J 6 in the 2nd, and 6 in the 3rd ; and in
Judging Distance Practice, 15 in the 1st class, and
17 in the 2nd. The best shots of the Company were
Pte. Rake 152, Serjt. Moss 141, Pte. Martin 137,
and Serjt. Dickens 136 points.

RIFLE MATCHES.
the 2nd of July a Rifle Match took place at
Hunter’
s Bog, between 10 of the 50th, and H. Com
pany 2nd E. R. Volunteers.
The terms were 7
rounds each at 200 and 500 yards, and the following
was the result :—
On

50th “Q u een ’
s O w n ” R e g im e n t.

Captain E. J. Robinson,
I. M. Serjt. J. Beamish,
Col.-Serjt. W. Ball,
Serjt. T. Irvine, .
Serjt. AY. Dawson,
Serjt. J. Hughes,
Serjt. J. Leak,
Serjt. J. Murphy, .
Col.-Serjt. VV. Locks, .
Pte. W. T. Jennings, .

.

200yds. 500yds. Total.
21
16 — 37
24
14 — 38
27
25 — 52
20
15 — 35
19
16 — 35
22
15 — 37
25
21
— 46
24
17 — 41
27
24 — 51
25
12
— 37
Total

...

409

I
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1st H. C ompany E. R. V olunteers .

200yd *. 500yds. T< ital

Pte.
Pte.
Pte.
Pte.

14* —
f» —

25
23
19
25

Serjt. Stewart,
Serjt. Smith,
Pte. Campbell,
Pte. A. Stewart, .
Col .-Serjt. McNaug'hton,
Corpl. MeDermid,

1G
13
5
7
18
7

—
—
—
—
—
—
20 —
9 —

22
21
2G
19

Fisher,
Calder,
Menzies,
C. Stewart, .

22
25

Total

...

39
29
35
38
27
28
44
26
42
84

342

Majority for the 50th Regiment— f>7.

On the 4th of July a match was arranged between
flte 50th Regiment and the A. Battery M. C. Artillery
Volunteers. Terms ten men a side, ranges 200 and
500 yards, 10 rounds at each. Subjoined are the
scores.
50th “ Q ueen ’
s

Own

” R egiment .

200yds. 500yds. Total.
I. M. Serjt. J. Beamish,
Col.-Serjt. W. Ball,
Col.-Serjt. W. Locks, .
Serjt. T. Irvine,
Serjt,. W. Dawson,
Serjt. W. Murphy,
Serjt. J. Murphy, .
Serjt. J. Hughes,
Serjt. A. Martin, .
Pte. W. Hale,

31 —
16 —
12 —
32 —
16 —
23 —
13 —
25 —
22 —
12. —

31
36
30
27
31
30
28
34
28
30

Total

...

62
52
42
59
47
53
41
59
50
42
507

200yds. 500yds. Total.
Gunner G. Muat,
Quarter-Master-Serjeant Wilson
Lieutenant Eden,
Corporal Green, .
Gunner Fillie,
Serjeant-Major Patterson,

27
32 ..
32
26
28
30

—
21 —
26 —
28 —
15 —
13 —

43

Corporal Archer, .
Serjeant Scott,
Gunner Anderson,
Gunner Drummond,

27
28
31
31

30
19

57
47
52
50

,

—
—
21 —
19 —

53
58
54
43
43

500

/

A match was fired on the 22nd of July between
eight of t.he Baud, 50th Regiment, and a similar
number of the Buglers, 3rd E. R. V. Corp 8. The
terms were 7 rounds each at 200 and 500 yards.
The scores of eacli team were as bel >w.
B and, 50th “ Q u e e n ’
s O

Bandsman A. Palmer, .
„
II. Clarke, .
„
W. T. Jennings,
„
J. Ryan,
Corpl. J. Murray,
Bandsman T. Blaker, .
„
G. Murphy .
Band-Serjt. T. S. Richardson

wn

” R

e g im en t .

200yds 500yds. Total.
23
22 — 45
12 — 29
17
24

31 —
28 —
18 —
28 —
20 —
30 —

21
22
20
20
29

Total

...

55
49
40
48
40
59
365

B u g l e r s , 3 rd E. R. V o l u n t e e r s .
200yds. 500yds. Total.
22 — 40
18
23 — 50
27
21
26 — 47
20
17 — 37
21 — 48
27
18
17 — 35
25
23 — 4S
22
19 — 41

Bugler Clugston, .
,, Dingwall, .
„
Corpl. R. Glass,.
„
Morisson, .
„
Beavis,
„
Blake,
,, I'. White, .
„
G. White .

Total

...

346

Majority of 19 for the Band, 50th Regiment.
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Clnonrdc o f (Bbcnts.
A U G U ST.

1st.— One man joined from 1st Class Army
Reserve.
5tli.— Two men joined from 1st Class Army
Reserve.
8th.— E. Company struck off duty to go through
their annual course of Musketry.
Oth.— One man joined from 1st Class Army
Reserve.
12th.— First General Court Martial held under the
New Army Discipline Act.
18th.— One man joined from the 1st Class Army
Reserve.
19th.— A. Company struck off duty to undergo a
course of Musketry.
21st.— Children’
s School Treat.
22nd.—Colonel Thompson assumed command of
the Regiment.
25th.—Major Doran, with two Servants proceeded
to join the Depot at Maidstone.
,,
Serjeant Brasier, with two Privates, re
joined Head-Quarters from the Depot.
29th.—Serjeant E. J. Moss proceeded to Maid
stone to join the West Kent Militia, on probation.
29th.— Tea Meeting at the Soldiers’and Sailors
Horne.
30th,— Serjt. Main and Corpl. Webster proceeded
to Aldershot to go through a course of Signalling.

P R O M O T IO N S A N D

A P P O IN T M E N T S .

T he following extracts from the London Gazette,
dated 12th August 1879, are published for informa
tion :—
“50th F o o t .—’
Gentleman Cadet, William George
Balfour Western, from the Royal Military College,
to be Second-Lieutenant in succession to Lieutenant
J. Bromfield, promoted, dated 13th August, 1879.
“Gentleman Cadet, Lawrence Brock-Hollingshead, from the Royal Military College, to be SecondLieutenant in succession to Lieutenant J. P. Soote,
promoted, dated 13th August, 1879.
“Gentleman Cadet, Wilfred Edward Rowe, from
the Royal Military College, to be Second-Lieutenant
in succession to Lieutenant E. Thackwell, promoted,
dated 13th August, 1879.”
T o b e L an ce-S erjean ts.—C o rp o ra ls J. M cC a n n on , G. W i l 
son, an d F. F ielder.
T o b e C orporals.—L a n ce - C o rp o ra ls F. W e b s te r I. M cK ay,
a n d J. H ow arth.
T o b e L a n ce- C orp ora ls.—P riv a te s A. B ryant, W. G ou gh ,
C. H. King, W. L aw rie, a n d J. B ow en .

Leave of Absence was granted to the undermen
tioned Officers :—
L ieu t.-C olon el T h o m p s o n fro m 6th to 21st A u gust, 1879.
M a jor F y le r from 11th to 15th August.
P E N S IO N .
A P e n s io n o f Is. 6d. a d a y h as b e e n n o tifie d tor S e r je a n t
T h o m a s Tisdale, (Supernum erary).
B IR T H .
A u gu st 24th, at E d in bu rgh , th e w ife o f S e rje a n t G. Ransom e, M a ster T ailor, o f a son.

A n Irishman once engaged in fighting a duel
insisted, as he was near-sighted, that he should stand
six feet nearer his antagonist, than his antagonist
did to him. Sheridan used to tell a story of a fat
man who was going to fight a thin one, and it was
maintained that the figure of the latter ought to be
chalked upon the portly person of the former; and
if the bullet hit him outside the line itouhgt to go for
nothing.
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ANECDOTES OF THE 50™ REGIMENT.
^ F T E R passing the river Scinde and entering the
enemy’
s country, great precautions were taken
against a surprise. The 50t.h consisted of nine
Companies, and every evening two of these were
detailed for outlying picquet, one for inlying, and
one Company would be on guard, so that it
was night, and night about. When we joined the
right wing in sight of Gwalior, the British forces
were 20,000 strong. It was some days before peace
was proclaimed, and in the interval the duties were
as severe as ever. I remember being on outlying
picquet one night in rear of the camp ; a little way
off was a thickly wooded hill; tw'O Officers came
round to visit the sentries, and after they found that
all was right, got into conversation of this nature.—
“Plenty of game over there.”
“Yes, I should think so.”
“Plenty of tigers too.”
“Oh! indeed?”
“Yes, native carried away last night near this
spot.”
After that the sentry of course kept his eyes open ;
wdien we wrere relieved and got into the tent, nearly
everyone had the same story about the conversation
carried on in their hearing, and the native being
carried away. We thought it singular, and partly
saw though it at the time, but afterwards it became
as clear as daylight; it was a ruse. Great vigilance
wras required, and perhaps after Punniar the Mahratta soldier might be despised, but nothing had
happened which would lessen the respect always paid
to the Bengal Tiger.
W. B ond.

VISIT OF THE GROWN PRINCE OF
SWEEDEN.
/"VN Monday the 12th of August H. R. H. the
^ C r o w n Prince of Sweeden arrived in Edinburgh,
and the following day paid a visit to the Castle.
His Royal Highness was attended by Major General
Bruce, the Lord Provost, Town Clerk, and other
gentlemen, and the party arrived at the Castle at
about 1.30 p.m. It had been intended to provide a
Guard of Honor for the occasion, but, on the Prince
expressing a wish that his visit should be strictly
incognito, the customary honours were dispensed
with. The Royal Party after visiting the principal
objects of interest in the Castle, proceeded to
Ilolyrood.
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TEA MEETING AT THE SOLDIERS’ HOME.

A? Entertainment took place at the Soldiers’Homs,

1,
Mound Place, Edinburgh, on Friday eveninothe 29th August, when about 300 soldiers were
entertained at tea, given most generously by Mr.
Bevan, Mrs. Balfour and others who take a deep
interest in the Soldier’
s welfare. General Nepean
Smith occupied the Chair, and amongst those present
were Lord and Lady Hope of Carriden, Mr. and
Mrs. J. Balfour, Mr. Sydney Bevan of London, the
Rev. Mr. Wilson, Cramond, Colonel Tnompson,
Lt.-Colonel Leach, Quarter-Master Grinsell, and the
Misses Grinsell. During the evening interesting and
instructive addresses were delivered by the Chairman,
Lady Hope, Rev. Mr. Wilson, and Mr. Balfour, that
by Lady Hope being listened to with more than
ordinary interest. The addresses were interspersed
with part songs, solos, recitations, and selections on
the harmonium executed by lady and gentlemen
amateurs. A little girl eight years of age, the
daughter of Serjt. Dawson, 50th Regiment, aston
ished the audience by her accurate and clever render
ing of a Waltz Brilliante on the pianoforte. The
Chairman in his remarks thanked Mr. Grinsell,
Serjt. Dawson, and Band-Serjt. Richardson for thengeneral support to the Monday evening Concerts of
last winter. The entertainment passed off in a very
agreeable manner, and after the close Mi-. Grinsell in
the name of the audience thanked Mr. Bevan and
Mrs, Balfour for their hearty reception, and called
for three times three, which was lustily responded to.
W e are glad to hear that Serjt.-Major Duffy, Royal
North Gloucester Militia, who was for many years
one of the best shots in the 50th “Queen’
s Own ”
Regiment, is keeping up his reputation as a marks
man. During the past year Serjeant Major Duffy
has made the following good scores with the Snider
Rifle, the arm which is still used by the Auxiliary
Forces.
1878.—Best Shot of Battalion with a total of 137
points.
Annual Competition Royal North Gloucester, V.
the Volunteers teams, 15 a side, distances 200, 500,
and 600 yards, 7 shots at each distance.
First
prize Serjt. Duffy 75 points. At Wimbledon he won
a prize of £2, the Conditions being 7 rounds at 500
yards, with a score of 26. In the County of Glou
cester Annual Competition he also won the 2nd prize
(£1) with 38 points, the distances being 200 and 500
yards, 5 rounds at each distance.— 1879 : best shot
of the battalion, Serjeant-Major Duffy, 153 points.
At Winbledon he gained a prize of £2 with a score
of 25 ; conditions, 7 rounds at 500 yards.
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E din bu rgh. Castle, 1st July, 1879.

(Continued from our last member.)

rpHOUGH Cetywayo has only been King since
"^"September 1873, lie has been really the Chief
ofZnlulancl for a great many years; in fact ever
since a big meeting of the Zulu nation in 1857, when
it was determined that Cetywayo should be chief
Indiana, /. e. a sort of regent, and since then until a
few years ago, we have been friendly enough with
him, and he with us. In a letter in the Natal Herald
of 1869, it is stated that the Zulus and their ruler
have “a friendly feeling towards the British, and a
contempt and dislike for everything Boer.” We do
not seem to have found much fault with Cetywayo
till 1876, when the Lieutenant Governor of Natal
complained that he had not, kept the promises that
lie had made at his Coronation, he having killed some
women who attempted to avoid his order to be
married to ihe soldiers of one of his Regiments.
The Zulu King’
s reply is cmious, and it is recorded
in the Parliamentary papers by the Lord High Com
missioner.— “Did I ever tell Sepstoue ? Did he tell
the white people I made such an arrangement?
Because if he said so he has deceived them.
Why does the Governor of Natal speak to me about
my laws?' Do I go to Natal and dictate to him about
his-laws? Go back and tell the white man this and
let him hear it well. The Governor of Natal and I
are equal. He is Governor of Natal, and 1 am
Governor here.” We will not go into the question
of the present war, the first cause of which we may
remind our readers happened in July 1878, and the
British troops first crossed the frontier into Zululnnd
on January 11th 1879; we will rather consider the Zulu
Military system and their home life. Sir Arthur
Omiygharn says “The martial system of Chaka has
been steadily kept up since his time with but few
relaxations.” In Chaka’
s time there were twentysix Regiments of about 700 men each, thirteen of
those Regiments were called “Whites,” because
they carried white shields ; they were all married
men, entitled to have their head and chin shaved,
and to employ servants and “armour-bearers.”
Thirteen of the Regiments were “Blacks,” because
they carried black shields : they were composed of
young soldiers, and were always placed in front
in the attacks, under the leadership of white chiefs.
Due of the Regiments was called the “Panther
Catcher,”because Chaka ordered it to catch and kill
a panther—which they did ; they wear panther skins
and try to imitate the howling and ferocity of that
animal. Another calls itself the “Bees,” and in
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battle imitates the buzzing of those insects. The
Regiments are divided into Wings and Companies,
and they have Wing Officers and Company Officers.
The bachelors are not allowed to marry until they
get the King’
s consent, and then an order may come
to one or two Regiments to many at once. Besides
the Whites and Blacks there is a portion of the Army
called “Carriers ;” they are the prisoners who have
been taken in former wars, and they carry the bur
dens, drive the cattle, &c. No expedition takes
place without prayers and offerings to the dead, and
the Zulu doctors prepare the soldiers for being invul
nerable by making cuttings in their bodies and put
ting in charms.
In peace their lives are quite
pastoral ; they live in kraals, /, e. a collection of huts
with a place for the cattle inside in the centre, and
outside are their garden and crops. The ground is
prepared by the men, and the seeds sown by the
women. In each kraal there is a chief. In Zululand a man may have many wives, but each wife has
a hut to herself, and they treat the women belter
than most savages. The first wife is the chief, all
the cows belong to her, and they can’
t be taken for
any purpose without her consent, not even for the
purchase of another wife, and marriage is in Zululand to a great extent a question of giving so much
cattle.
“Some of-the customs of etiquette are curious : an inferior may
not stand before a superior, for by so doing he may overshadow
the chief; he must sit. “The Royal cook may never tell the
King or any of the family that the meat is cooked, he must
say he is tired of roasting.” But the most curious custom is
Illonipa, “which means that they are ‘
too polite’to use the
names of persons they reverence in every day life,”or even
syllables of their names; thus “Ainacebo ”meant a ‘
die,”but be
cause it has a syllable “ce,” which occurs in Cetywayo, it is
changed into Amakwatie. Bishop Oolcnso in his dictionary of the
language says that the word Zulu means heaven. Zulu religion is
simply a system of “ancestor worship
each house worships its
own head,”“For they do not know ancients who are dead . .
nor their names.” Sickness is regarded as a sign that that the
spirits of their ancestors are hungry, and they sacrifice bullocks to
them and say prayers. “There is your bullock ye spirits of our
people, there is your food ; I pray for a healthy body that 1 may
live comfortably ; so and so treat me with mercy.” When there
is excessive sickness they find fault with their spirits for being ton
hungry. At the head of all their ancestors there is the Unkulunkulu, or old old one, though they don’
t now worship him. as “they
know nothing about him.” The Iutongos or spirits of their amatongos or ancestors are believed to rule everything. The Zulus
believe when they sneeze that it is their Iutongos that make them
sneeze, as a sign to name them at once, and lest they should use
the wrong name, they simply say “chefs.” The Zulus believe
the heavens are divided into male and female. “The male hea
ven thunders with a deep and powerful roar, but does no harm ;
the female on the other hand combines forked lightning and hail
with thunder to the terror of men. ’
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OLD EDINBURGH.
tl'lIE R E are few towns ef greater historical interest
than the good city of Edinburgh, and to the
student of Archaeology the old town is-an endless
source of amusement and instruction. Picturesque
Edinburgh is however rapidly disappearing, each
succeeding year sees some change effected, and the
old town bids fair to be improved out of existence
before many years are past. Yet, great though the
changes of the past few years have been, there is
still much interest attached to the High Street, and
in a lesser degree to many of the streets and closes
to the south and south-east of this well-known
thoroughfare. The High Street is probably the
oldest part of Edinburgh, and the old town was very
likely for a long period little more than the Castle
and the Palace of Holyrood, with the High Street to
join them. On leaving the Castle we come to the
Esplanade, now used as a parade ground for the
garrison, though formerly it was one of the chief
promenades of the citizens of Edinburgh, and it is
frequently referred to along with the King’
s Park
and Leith Pier in various old Acts for the better ob
servance of the Lord’
s Day. During the persecution
raised by Mary of Guise, many of the early reformers
were here burnt at the stake, amongst the number
being Foret the well-known Vicar of Dollar. The
t horoughfare which intersects the old town between
the Castle and Holyrood is about a mile long, and
proceeding eastward takes successively the names of
Castle Hill, Lawnmarket, High Street, Netherbow,
and the Canongate. On leaving the Esplanade the
first house on the right hand side is that which wras
once the town residence of the first Duke of Gordon.
It, is now used as a lodging house and has anything but
an imposing appearance; but the Gordon arms are
still to be seen carved over the Gothic entrance
leading into Blair’
s close. The large cannon ball at
the corner of the Esplanade was until lately placed on
the gable end of this house, and is said to have been
fired from the Castle against the insurgents during
the rebellion in 1745; another explanation is that it
was placed by the Government to indicate that no
building
O would be
# allowed nearer to the ,Castle. Immediately opposite this house is the city reservoir,
behind which is the house of Allan Ramsay the poet.
He was his own architect, but he did not get much
credit for his taste, and his residence was nicknamed
Goose Pie. Proceeding east ward we shortly arrive
at the Lawnmarket, noting en route the Assembly
Hall, a handsome modern building, on the site of the
old Palace of Mary of Guise, the mother of Mary
Queer, of Scots. The high building at the entrance
to Milnes Court was occupied by some of the Pre-
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tender’
s Officers in 1745, and the owner on resuming
possession is said to have advertised for the recovery
of articles which had been “found ” on his premises
by the Highlanders. A little further down we come
to James’Court, erected as recently as 1727. Here
Boswell received Dr. Johnson into his house, previous
to setting out on their trip to the Hebrides. Bos
well’
s House was burnt in 1857; it stood on the site
of the offices for the Free Church of Scotland. Hume
the historian also lived for some time in James’Close.
A little further down is Baxter’
s Close, where Burns
stayed when he first visited Edinburgh. The old
house immediately opposite bears an inscription in
antique Gothic letters, supposed to be theolde.'t in Edin
burgh. The entrance to Liberton’
s Wynd used to
be the common place of execution, though it had not
a monopoly, as the gibbet was frequently erected at
the Old Tolbooth, the Cross, Greenside, or the Gibbet
Toll on the Old Dalkeith Road. On entering the
High Street we are at once struck by the imposing
appearance of St. Giles’Cathedral. A church is said
to have occupied this site since the year 854, though
the first official mention of such a structure is made
in a charter of David II., dated 1859. The tower and
spire are all that remain of the old building however.
It was whilst preaching here in 1687 that the Dean
of Edinburgh received practical proof of the unpopu
larity of prelatical doctrines, by having a stool thrown
at his head by one Jenny Geddes, a green wife of
Edinburgh. The stool is still to be seen in the An
tiquarian Museum. Many of Scotland’
s bust and
bravest are buried here. The Old Cross of Edin
burgh may be seen within the rails of St. Giles.
The site of the Old Tolbooth or Heart of Midlothian
is marked at the north west corner of St. Giles by
the figure of a heart in the pavement. The old build
ing was removed in 1817. On the opposite side of
the street the underground shop, No. 177, claims
our attention as it is supposed to have been the place
where the Articles of Union were finally signed be
tween England and Scotland. The Commissioners
having been driven by the populace from Moray House
in the Canongate are said to have met secretly at
this place to complete their business. At the entrance
to Paisley close will be observed a portrait sculptured
in stone, surmounting the inscription—
“Heave awa chaps, I ’
m uo dead yet.”

The old house which formerly stood here fell in one
Sunday in 1861 and 85 people perished. A few
others were saved however, and one of them kept
encouraging the workmen, who were removing the
debris by the above exclamation. The next b u i l d i n g
that commands our attention is John Knox’
s H ouse
in the Netherbow. It can be seen from 10 a.m. to 1
p.m. on Wednesdays and Saturdays, but it will
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scarcely repay a visit as it is interesting only from
its associations. Over the door is the inscription—
“Lufe God abuf all, ande ye nychtbour as yiself,”

and there is a figure let into the wall in front of the
house which is popularly supposed to represent Knox,
but which was originally intended for Moses. John
Knox died in this house in November 1573, aged 66.
A little lower down on the opposite side of the street
we come to Moray House. Oliver Cromwell took up
his quarters here in 1748, and two yeats later Lord
Lorn was here married to Lady Mary Stuart. Mont
rose was executed the same day, and the bridal party
are said to have come out on the Balcony to see him
led to the scaffold. There are many fine old houses in
(his neighbourhood, but we cannot find space for an
account of them in Our present number.

HISTORICAL RECORD OF THE
50TH (QUEEN’S OWN) REGIMENT.
O rder for raising a R egiment of
I'll E COMMAND OF CoLONEU A r ERCROMBIE.

F oot

under

rjtHiFSB are to authorize you by beat of Drum, or

otherwise, to raise men in any county or part of
the kingdom of Great Britain for a Regiment of Foot
under your command, which is to consist of Ten
Companies of Three Serjeants, Three Corporals,
Two Drums, and Seventy effective Private Men in
each Company, besides Commissioned Officers , and
all Magistrates, Justices of Peace, Constables, and
other our Civil Officers whom it may concern are
hereby required to be assisting unto you in providing
Quarters, Impressing Carriages and otherwise as
there shall be occasion.— — Given at Our Council at
St. James’
s this 7th day of January 1756, in the
Twenty-ninth year of Our Reign,
By His Majesty’
s Command,
( s ig n e d ) B a r r i n g t o n .

To Our Trusty and Well beloved James Abercrom
bie Esq., Colonel of Our 52nd Regiment of Foot to
be fort! nvith raised or to the Officers appointed to
raise Men for Our said Regiment.
The 52nd Regiment was raised and Embodied
under a Warrant from the King, dated 7th January,
1756, directed to Colonel Sir James Abercrombie,
and agreeably to a Warrant from the King, dated
21st of the same month it received Two Companies
from the Royal Regiment of Fusiliers, and Two
Companies from the 30th Regiment. Shortly after
wards (1757) in consequence of the Reduction of
Two Set lion Regiments, it became the 50th, and its
establishment consisted of 1 Colonel, 1 Lt.-Colonel.
1 Major, 7 Captains, 10 Lieutenants, 9 Ensigns, 1
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Adjutant, 1 Chaplain, 1 Surgeon, 1 Surgeon’
s Mate,
30 Serjeants, 20 Drummers, and 670 Rank and File.
1756.
— The Regiment was first stationed at Nor
wich, where it remained from 28th January 1756,
till the 28th of April following. Several changes of
quarters took place this year, and the Regiment was
stationed at Dover, Harwich and Languard Forts,
and finally at Ipswich.
1757.
— The Regiment remained at Ipswich until
the 29th of June, after which it proceeded to Chat
ham, and the following month was ordered to New
port, Isle of Wight. On the 5th of September the
50th farmed part of the force which embarked at
Cowes under Sir Edward Hawke. The object of the
expedition was a secret, but nothing was effected,
and after cruising off tire French coast for a short
time the Fleet returned to Spithead on the 15th of
October. The Regiment was then broken up into
several detachments, and remained in country quar
ters til! the end of the year.
1738.— On the 2nd of January the Regiment received orders
tom aich to Maidstone, where it arrived on the 7th of the same
month. In April the Ilead-Quarters removed to Canterbury, and
a month later to Dover, where it remained till October, when it j
received orders to proceed to Maidstoue., leaving 2 Companies at.
Deal.
1759.— From Maidstone the Regiment marched to Chatham in
June, and encamped there for two months. It was then ordered
to Canterbury and Dover, and shortly afterwards detachments
were sent to Farnham, Odiliam, Godaiming, and Guildford. In
December the Regiment was ordered to Hilsea Barracks,
Portsmouth.
1760-1782.— In May the Regiment was ordered to embark
for Germany to join the Army under Prince Ferdinand. The
Flank Companies were frequently engaged during this Campaign.
1763-1772:—Preliminaries of peace being signed, the Regiment
marched to Cantonments on the Frontiers of Holland in January
17G3, and returning to England in March were stationed at
Shrewsbury. In May the Regiment ivas ordered to Ireland,
where it remained until the Autumn of 1772. During its stay in
Ireland the Regiment was quartered at Dublin, Athlone, Ballyshannon, Galway, Coik, and Kinsale. In September 1771 a light
Company was added to the Regimental establishment.
1772-1776.—The Regiment, embaiked at Cork in the latter
end of 1772 for Jamaica, where it arrived early in the followingyear, and remained on the West Indian Station until 1776.
1776.—The Regiment embarked at Port Royal for North
America in May 1776. Soon afterwards the whole of the men
fit for duty were ordered to be draughted into other Regiments,
the Regimental Staff being ordered to embark for England where
it arrived in November 1776, and was stationed at Salisbury.
The Regiment was then ordered to Recruit to complete its establish
ment.
(To be Continued).
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ropes were whirring in all directions, and all concerned
seemed to enjoy the fun immensely. The QuarterTpVERYONE goes to the Country, and why not Master was the mainspring of the party, and he kept
" ^ th e children ? This is a question which was not the fun up to the highest pitch. But it was not all
asked by the younger members of the 50th “Queen’
s romping and shouting— oh no ; the many visitors to
Own ” Regiment, for they were among hills, trees, Aberdour were entertained by the cheerful singing
fields, sand, and sea water, for a whole day. Such of the young people. The Rev. Mr. Blumereich
an event was sure to cause commotion among the a Christian Jew, drew near with his lady and pro
young people— it always does ; for, days before the nounced it to be “most delightful,” and so it was.
time, anticipation is great— in their lives it is an As the day drew on Major Doran was seen approach
event of the very greatest importance, and so they ing, and was received by the young people with
laugh, and leap, and make merry to their hearts’ three times three. We must not forget to mention
content, in anticipation of going to the country. For that there was—
weeks, nay, months, the weather had been broken,
“Racers and riders beware of the day,”
hence the more cause for anxiety, for if it had been
One o’
clock, two o’
clock, three— and away,”
raining Drummer Quinn, or somebody else would
Prizes for the boys being “gold watches,” (?) at
have sounded “No parade to day, no parade to day,”
least Mr. Grinsell said they were gold ; and for the
and that would have been a business ; do you won
girls necklaces which were pronounced to be real
der then that the evening of August 20th, 1879, was
pearl.
Tea, buns, and all sorts of good things
one of great anxiety P and from many a young lip
were now issued amply to all. This part of the treat
the question was asked— “What sort of a day will it
was under the supervision of Serjeant Dawson, and
be on the morrow ?” and that on the morrow at a
he. carried out his part well ; those able to judge
very early hour young heads were peeping out, and
pronounced every thing “real guid.” The ladies
all in the home were duly warned by a loud, happy
were capital attendants, and Privates Fitch and Skeels
shout—*“Hurrah, the sun is shining !” Of course
for their cooking deserved a hearty vote of thanks.
on that morning he discovered his bonnie face to
The day throughout kept up most gloriously, the
gladden the hearts of the children. At 9 o’
clock
weather being warm and pleasant, and the sun shaded
a.m. the young troops mustered on the Crown Square,
by light clouds. As everything must, come to an
Edinburgh Castle, formed up in line by Mr. Grinsell,
end, arrangements were made for the return journey,
the roll being called and “All present ” being re
after singing a closing hymn more buns and sweets
ported to Major Doran, they marched off two deep,
were issued and the party two deep marched on
the wee lassies in front. Fifes and drums were not
their way to the boat singing and hurrahing all the
needed for such a party as this, for every heart was
way. Splash went the paddle wheels again at
full of music. The fact that the lads of the Band
7 o’
clock, arrriving at Leith at 7.40 p.in. the 8
and Drums were of the party was a sufficient intima
o’
clock train was caught, and in a short time the
tion to all people that— “Oh they’
re the Sodgers’
whole of the party— numbering over one hundred—
Bairns,” and from many an old wife and young one
arrived safe and sound in their respective homes.
too, was heard the expression— “My word they’
re
From leaving
o until returning
n there was not one
unco’ braw.” After much hurrahing and singing,
hitch to mar the pleasure of this most delightful day.
the train was on its way to Leith, whore in due time
it arrived, the party marching to the steamer
Tho’rouph a man may seem, a t/iorough man he may be.
which was to convey them to Aberdour. A loud
A new brand of cigars is called “The lottery ticket,”because
stroke of the keel— splash, splash went the paddles,
only one in a thousand draws.
and in 40 minutes the whole party were in the
The married man who goes away from home to visit the club“Kingdom of Fyfe.” The beautiful grounds of Lord
room, sometimes has the club broom visit him on his return.
Aberdour being generously open to the public, there
A s a man came to the station just as the train was steaming out,
was plenty of scope for romping and fun. In a
a
friend
on the platform called out, “You didn’
t run fast enough.’
pretty dell ample refreshment was served out to all
“
Oh,
yes,
I
did,
but
I
didn’
t
start
soon
enough,”
was the reply,
hands, and the sport began ; such romping, laughing,
There’
s a b in every ones bonnet. Of course there is ; if it were
and shouting proved that it is still true that “a little
nonsense now and then, is relished by the best of not in, it would be onnet.
Charles Lamb remarked to one of his critics, “The more I
men
for the very big lassies, and muckle laddies
of the 50th “Queen’
s Own ” romped and shouted think of him, the less I think of him.”
and laughed like a three year old ; “and what for no
The puzzle which careful mothers try to solve is how to “tram
we would like to ken ?” Bats and balls and skipping the girls, and how to “res-train”the boys.
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P l o w TO GET OFF W IT H T H E OLD LOYE
W ITHOUT

G E T T IN G INTO COURT.

rpHE other day a muscular young fellow, having
-*“
an odour of stables about him, entered a Detroit
Photographers establishment and explained that he
would like to have about one photograph taken ; but
on learning the price he concluded to invest in a
tin-type. After taking his seat in the chair, he shut
up one eye, drew his mouth around one side, stuck
up his nose, and patiently waited for the operator,
whose astonishment caused him to exclaim :—
“Good gracious! But you don’
t want to look
that way to get a picture, Nobody will know you
from Sitting Bull.”
“You go ahead,” was the reply.
“Do you want me to take such a phiz as that ?”
“I do.”
The artist took it. It beat Sol Smith Russell all
to pieces, and was highly satisfactory to the sitter,
who paid for it, and said : —
“You see I had a sort of object in this. Come
here from Allegan country six months ago—-engaged
to a gal out there—found a gal here I like better—
got to sever old ties—-see ?”
“But what has the picture got to do with old
ties?” asked the artist.
“Lots— heaps ! I’
ve writ to her that I was blode
up here on a boat and disfiggered for life. She’
s
awful proud. When she gits this and sees how the
explosion has wrecked me she’
ll hunt another lover
quicker’
n wink— see? How do you like the plot ?
Just gaze on this picture once, and then tell me that
Mary Anne won’
t send back my love-letters by first
train !”
He posted the picture. The letter was brief but
explained all. It said— “My Ever Dear Gurl— I
enclose my picture that you may see how offul bad I
was hurt, tho’I know you will luv me just the same,”
“Ever see that game worked afore ?” he asked of
the artist as he licked the stamp on the letter,”
“No—never did.”
“Course you never did. It’
s mine. It struck me
the other day while I was greasin’a wagon, and I
think it’
s boss. Blod e up— see? Picture right
here to prove it, and she’
ll write back that she has
at last concluded to yield to her parents’wishes and
marry a young man out there who owns eleven
steers, a hundred sheep, and an eighty acre lot.

Detroit Free Press.
^ fellow once attended a masked ball without a mask or domino,
the lady of the house, a little piqued at this slight, approached
urn and said— “And pray sir, what character do you assume ?”
' 1 appear as a gentleman,” said he. “All! a capital disguise
au< ‘
le made himself scarce.
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PRESENTATION TO MAJOR DORAN.
tfYN Sunday afternoon the 24-th August, the women
and children of the 50th “Queen’
s Own ” Regi- j
ment assembled in the Adult School Room for the
purpose of presenting to Major Doran, previous to
his departure for duty with the 46th Brigade Depot,
a Bible and an illuminated Text in frame. The
presentation was made on behalf of the women and
children by Quarter-Master Grinsell, Major Doran
accepting the same with a few suitable words. The
following presentation address was inscribed on the
back.
“P r e s e n t e d to Major R. II. P. D o r a x , 50th “Queen’
s O w n”
Regiment by the soldiers’wives and children of the Regiment, as
a small tribute of gratitude for the great, interest that he has at
all times taken in their welfare, both temporal and spiritual.
“Edinburgh Castle,
“24th August, 1879.”
(Numbers vi., 24, 25, 26.)

MUSKETRY.
fJUIE fifth party of recruits, consisting of 60 men,
ommenced a course of Musketry on the 10th of
July, and 44 of them completed it on the 7th of
August. They were not favoured with very good
weather, but the shooting was on the whole satisfac
tory, and the Figure of Merit a very creditable one.
The best shots at the various distances were :— 100
yards, Ptes. D. Crow 34, IV. Kippax 34, W. Gough
33, H. Colgrave 33, J. Bone 32, J. Kennedy 32.
200 yards, Ptes. D. Crow 30, H. Riches 30, and
W . Kippax 29. 300 yards, Ptes. W. Kippax 31, E.
Johnston 31, W. Gough 30, and J. M’
Kenney 30.
400 yards, Ptes. IV. Trapp 29, and G. Adams 27.
500 yards, Ptes. IV. Barret 31, J. Jowers 26, G.
Adams 26, and J. Bone 26. 600 yards, Ptes. IV.
Trapp 30, H. Riches 28, H. Broaker 27, and F.
Russell 26. The Figure of Merit obtained by this
Party was 103‘
86, the Volley Firing averaged 10-68
Independent Firing 9'09, and Skirmishing 6’
54.
The Judging Distance Practice was also fair, the
final Classification showing 15 men in the 2nd class,
and 29 in the 1st. In Target Practice the final
Classification resulted as follows : 3rd Class 3, 2nd
Class 16, 1st Class 25. The best individual score
in Target Practice was obtained by Pte. IV. Trapp
with 167 points,, and in Judging Distance Practice,
Pte. A. Humphrey made 35 points, J. Bone 33, IY.
Gough 31, J. Waiker 30, aud R. Chapman 30.
P rize S hooting — E. C ompany .
This Company competed for Prizes on the 7th of
August with the following results:— the average
Figure of Merit was 2D22, the prizes being won bv
Pte. Moriarty with 34, (1st price) Serjt. Leak 32,
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(2nd prize) the 3rd prize being taken by Pte. Golding
with a score of 30 points.
A n n u a l C o u r s e — E. C om pan y .

Td

COMPANY commenced its annual course of
‘Musketry on the 8th of August. The Company
numbered 45 men at the commencement of the
course, but three of them became casuals through
various causes before its completion on the 23rd of
the month. The weather kept fine throughout the
course, and the Figure of Merit is so for the second
best for the season. The first thirty rounds were
fired very steadily, but after that there was a good deal
of wild shooting amongst the young hands, and even
some of the steady old shots fell off most unaccount
ably, so that the Figure of Merit, though good, is not
as liigh as was hoped for and expected after the
third days shooting. The following men made the
best scores at the various distances :— 200 yards,
Pres. W. Beely 31, W. Green 30, and J. Harris 30.
300 yards, Ptes. H. Golding 32, W. Green 30, and J.
Bone 30. 500 yards, Ptes. H. Golding 30, W. Ryan
30, and F. Skinner 30. 600 yards, (1st) Lce.-Serjt.
F. Fielder 29, and Serjeant J. Leak 26. 600 yards,
(2nd) Lce.-Serjt. F. Fielder 34, and Pte. J. Quick
27.
600 yards, (3rd) Lce.-Serjt. F. Fielder 29,
Serjeant J. Leak 27, Serjeant E. Yeal 27, Drmr.
Buchanan 27, and Pte. W. Skinner 27. The Figure
of Merit obtained by E. Company was 108*45. In
Volley Firing the Company made 7 33 ; in Indepen
dent Firing 7*52, and 18*85 in Skirmishing. The
average in Judging Distance Practice was 26'04.
The final Classification resulted as follows : in Tar
get
O Practice 8 men were left in the 3rd class,7 25 in
the 2nd, and there were 9 1st class shots, 7 of whom
were marksmen. In Judging Distance Practice 13
men were left in the 2nd class, and 29 in the 1st, 7
of this number qualifiying for prizes. The best
shot in the Company is Lee.-Serjeant Fielder, his
score standing at 173 points, winch was gained by
very steady shooting throughout the course. Serjt.
Leak also shot very well, and his score of 157 is
rather a creditable performance.
The next best
scores were Pte. Green with 155, Serjeant E. Veal
14o, and Pte. Golding 146 points. The following
were the best scores in Judging Distance Practice:
Lce.-Serjt. Fielder 36, Ptes H. Golding 34, R.
Holmes 34, R. Williams 31, J. Dunn 31, Lce.-Serjt.
W. Mason 30, Ptes. W. Beely 30, and A. Haffenden 30.
— A. C om pan y .
A COMPANY fired for Prizes on the 18th of
■^‘
August wish the following result. The Figure
P
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of Merit amounted to 21 TO, and the best scores
were made by Pte. II. Price 31, (1st prize) Serjeant
Dawsoti 30, (2nd prize) and Col.-Serjt. Green 29,
(3rd prize).
T he Gravesend Free Press, dated August 16th,
contains a notice of the inspection of the Children’
s
Home, Parrock Hall. After visiting the various
buildings bolonging to the Institution, the children
were inspected in various military manoeuvres by
Colonel Sir John Stokes K. C. B. The movements
appear to have been very well executed, and their
Instructor (Mr. Barker) was complimented by the
Inspecting Officer on the result.
Many of our
readers will recognize in the Instructor, Serjeant
Thomas Barker, late of the 50th “Queen’
s Own,”
who left us at Kinsale in February 1877. He had
been long employed as School Assistant in the
Regiment.
T his month our paper has been unavoidably
delayed beyond the usual date of publication. The
work of editing is becoming more and more difficult
every month. Several of our principal correspon
dents have lately left the Regiment or left HeadQuarters, and have been too much occupied with
new duties to contribute to the Gazette, and no others
have come forward to fill their places. As our Gazette
is meant to represent the Regiment, and not merely
a section of the community, all ranks are requested
to contribute to the Regimental Paper, as thus, and
thus only can a satisfactory result be attained.—
Editor.
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C bron idc o f 6'otnfs.
SEPTEM BER.

5th— Annual Inspection of the Regiment by Gene
ral Bruce.
6th— G Company struck off duty to undergo a
course ol Musketry,
8th— Officers’Mess Meeting.
16th—D Company struck off duty to go through
its Annual Course of Musketry,
18th—Barrack Inspection.
23rd— Second - Lieutenant Brock - Hollinshead
joined on appointment,and was posted to F Company.
24th— Second-Lieutenant Rowe joined on appoint
ment, and was posted to D Company.
27th— Lieutenant Jones, Serjeant Prior and Cor
poral Furey proceeded to Portsmouth in charge of a
draft of 1 Serjeant and 40 men who are to join the
97th Regiment.

(Siijyctte.
P R O M O T IO N S A N D A P P O IN T M E N T S .
S econ d -L ieu t B ir c h to b e A ssista n t A djutant.
S ch o o lm a ster M c D e r m o tt a p p o in te d to th e R egim en t.
T o b e L a n ce- S erjea n ts.—C o r p o r a ls H. Jackson, H. H o d g 
son, and T. C ornell.
T o b e L a n ce- C o rp o ra l.—Pte. G. C r o w fo r d D. C om pan y.
D IS C H A R G E S .
The fo llo w in g m e n h a v e b e e n d is c h a r g e d du rin g th e p a st
month.—
Ttes. J. B onn ett, F. W h ite, a n d W. M ills.
P E N S IO N .
Pte, J. B onnett, lOd. p e r diem .

[Price T wopence.

TRA N SFERS.
S erjean t Ju pp from D. to U. C o m p a n y from 1st S eptem ber.
S e rie a n tB . S te p h e n so n (supernum erary) h as b e e n tr a n s 
ferred from th e K ild are R ifles to th e L o n g fo r d R ifles from
th e ]3th Septem ber.
S ch o o lm a ste r H a m ilto n tra n sferred fro m th e 50th R e g i
m en t to th e 72nd H igh lan ders.

Leave of Absence lias been granted to the under
mentioned Officers as follows :—
M a jor F y le r from 19th to 29th Septem ber.
B t.-M ajor C larke from 15th to 29th Septem ber.
C a ptain S o o te from 15th to 29th S eptem ber.
Secd.-Lieut. B irch from 15th to 22nd S ep tem b er.
B IR T H S .
S e p te m b e r 13th, at E d in b u rg h Castle, th e w ife o f C a n teen
K e e p e r P. W helan, o f a son.
S e p te m b e r 19th, at E d in b u rg h Castle, th e w ife o f C olorS erjea n t W. Skinner, o f a. daughter.
S e p te m b e r 23rd, at E d in bu rgh , th e w ife o f L ee.- S erjea n t
Martin, o f a son.
S e p te m b e r 26th, at E d in bu rgh , th e w ife o f Corpl. H a r r is ,
(Band) o f a son.

RIFLE MATCH.
B a n d 5 0 t h “Q u e e n ’
s O w n ” R e g i m e n t , v . B u g l e r s 3 r d E.
R. V . C o r p s . - — The return match ibetween teams of the above
took place on Saturday the 22nd of September. A ’
ery strong.
shifty wind rendered good scoring a matter of great difficulty.
The conditions were 7 rounds each at 200 and 500 y ards. The
scores were as below.—

B

and,

50 t i i “ Q

ueen’
s

Bandsman W. T Jennings
„
A. Palmer
Band-Serjeant Richardson
Bandsman H. Clarke
,,
T. Blaker
,,
G. Murphy
Corporal Murray
Bandsman J. Ryan -

O

wn

” R

e g im e n t .

200yds. 500yds. Total.
30
28 — 58
30
26 — 56
26
20 — 46
19
25 — 44
20
20 — 40
18
14 —
32
14
11 — 25
21
4 —
25

326
E. R. V o l u n t e e r s .
200yds. 500yds. Total.
Bugler F. White
22 — 43
21
,, Morrison
22 — 42
20
„
Beavis
25
16 — 41
Corporal-Bugler Glass
23
17 — 40
Bugler G. White
22
17 — 39
,, Dingwall
12 — 37
25
„
G. Blake
25
10 —
35
„
R . Clugston 21
12 — - 33
B

u g lers,

3rd

310
Majority of 16 for the Band, 50th Regiment.
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ANECDOTES OF THE 50™ REGIMENT.
J ONCE said that the encounters on the Sutlej
"'"were perhaps the most severe of an}' in which the
50th had been engaged : I have the official gazette
before me now, and send a few statistics. Out of
seven Major-Generals in the field three were killed—
Sir Robert Sale and Sir John McCaskill at Moodkee,
and Sir Robert Dick at Sobraon. Moodkee was a
contest between 10,000 British, and 35,000 Sikhs ;
it commenced at sunset and lasted during two hours
of dim starlight: the Regiments getting the hardest
knocks were the 3rd Light Dragoons with o0 killed,
35 wounded, and the 31st Foot with 25 killed, and
132 wounded. Ferozeshah was a long affair, com
mencing on the Monday afternoon, and lasting with
little intermission until the middle of Wednesday.
The British forces are put down at 10,000 and the
Sikhs on the first night at 00,000, but on the second
day they were reinforced by a strong body of Artil
lery, and 30,000 Cavalry, so that there must have
been over 100,000 combatants in the field. In this
the 3rd Light Dragoons again suffered heavily, hav
ing had 00 killed and 92 wounded ; the 9th Holy
Boys had 70 killed and 203 wounded; the 29th, 70
killed and 118 wounded. Aliwal was a brilliant
battle between 11,000 British, and 24,000 Sikhs.
Looking back, it seems associated with sunshine and
certainty, as Moodkee and Ferozeshah do with doubt
and darkness. At this battle the 16th Lancers had
58 killed and 84 wounded ; next on the list was the
50th with a total of 83. Sobraon was quite different
to the other engagements, which had been in the
open field, and were principally British Infantry
opposed to Sikh Artillery ; but Sobraon was a fort,
the walls of which were certainly higher than those
of Ferozepore. Hitherto the enemy had been vastly
superior to us in Artillery, but now we had 99 guns
to their 70. The slaughter of the Sikhs was some
thing extraordinary ; Sir Hugh Gough in his des
patches says “From 8000 to 10,000 of the Khalsa
Army were destroyed,” and Major Hough uses the
following words ; “The Sikhs could not have been
fewer than 37,000, and of these from 13,000 to 14,000
were killed or wounded.” The British never mus
tered at one time, 20,000 men, and in ten weeks
their losses were 6203. Heading the list of casual
ties at Sobraon was the 50th “Queen’
s Own,” with
42 killed, and 197 wounded ; next came the 31st
with a total of 156. Two Regiments only were in
the four battles— the 31st and the 50th Regiments,
the 10th being at Sobraon only. The following is a
list of the losses sustained by each of the nine Euro
pean Infantry Regiments engaged, with the propor
tion of Officers.—

I

9th
10th
29th
31st
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1st Bengal Fusiliers,
Officers. Total.
11
Foot
359
„
131
3
„
16
375
„
23
469

20 Officers.

Total 401.
Officers. Total.
| 50t.h Foot
35
555
53rd „
0
134
62nd ,,
19
308
80th „
12
196

The number of guns taken from the enemy in the
field was 225.
W . B ond.

PRESENTATIONS TO COL.-SERJT. BALL.
/ \ N Friday the 5tli of September, the whole of II. Company
''■'assembled in one of the Barrack rooms for the purpose of
making a presentation to Color-Serjeant Ball on his leaving the
Regiment. The article to be presented was a handsome clock, the
case being of black marble, richly gilt and ornamented. A plain
gilt plate was placed immediately below the dial, bearing the
inscription,—
“Presented to Color-Serjeant W. Ball, by the Officers, NonCommissioned Officers and Men of IL Company, 50th Queen’
s
Own Regiment, on his leaving the Regiment.
“September 5th, 1879.”
In making the presentation. Major Clarke made a short speech
suitable to the occasion, to which Color-Serjeant Ball made an
appropriate reply, and the proceedings were brought to a close by
three cheers being given for Color-Serjeant Ball and the Officers
of the Company.
In the evening Color-Serjeant Ball was presented with a hand
some silver Tea Service by the Serjeants of the Regiment. The
following inscription was tastefully engraved upon the teakettle—
‘
■Presented to
Color Serjeant W. Ball,
50th ‘The Queen’
s Own ’Regiment,
By his Brother Serjeants,
A s a Mark
Of their esteem, on leaving the Regiment to take up the
Appointment of Serjeant Major to the 46th Brigade Depot.
Edinburgh Castle; 5th September, 1879.”
The Service, which was of solid silver, was handsomely chased,
and each article bore the initials W. B. artistically engraved upon
it. The Serjeant Major in making the presentation briefly alluded
to Color-Serjeant Ball’
s long service with the Regiment, and the
regret with which all present had assembled to wish him good bye.
Serjeant Ball’
s strong sense of duty had made him highly respect
ed and deservedly popular. II is brother Serjeants’
, though sorry
to lose his society, heartily congratulated him on his promotion,
and bogged his acceptance of the presentation, as a mark of their
esteem and regard. To this kind speech Color-Serjeant Ball,
who was much affected, made a short and suitable reply. Ser
jeant Ball was further presented with a handsome gold locket for
Mrs. Ball. The locket which was presented by the Masons of the
Regiment, bore a suitable inscription.
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NOTICE.
HTH E Q U E E N ’
S OWN G A Z E T T E : A R ecord of the
50th Regimental Doings,”w ill be forwarded P ost Free to
S u bscribers on the First of -each Month at the following
Rates of Subscription:—
ON E Y E A R
.
.
.
. I s . 8d.
Do.
(Toned Paper)
2s. 8d.
Those wishing to becom e Subscribers to the Gazette
s h o u ld forward their N am es and Addresses, with amount
of Subscription to Col.-Serjt. Wm. Goss, Orderly Room
Clerk, 50th Regiment, The Castle, Edinburgh.

— -'Cjn ‘ ‘ ©uecn’s © tu n ” (Siqctfe: —
Edinburgh Castle. 1st October, 1879.*
1

T^RIDAY the 5th of Septefnber was the day ap1 pointed for our Inspection this year. The event
liad been expected to come off for some time previously,
arid the cry of wolf had been so often raised that the
General’
s visit, when at. last it did occur, took us
rather by surprise. The "Regiment- paraded by Com
panies in Marching Order on their private parades
at 10.30 a.m., and after being inspected by their own
Officers, marched to the Esplanade and formed up
in column by the left, facing the Castle. Line to
the left was then formed, the ranks opened and the
Regiment ordered to stand at ease. Lieut.-General
Bruce, the inspecting Officer, arrived on the ground
with military punctuality at 11 o’
clock, and was
received with a General Salute. The line then stood
to attention with shouldered arms and General
Bruce minutely examined the ranks, the Band playing
the Brigade Slow March. This completed,Close Order
was taken and the command given to Break into
Column to the Right, after which the General inspect
ed the Companies in succession, while the Band
played “Meet Me by Moonlight.” As each Companycompleted its inspection it was marched to its private
parade, after which the kits were laid out. General
Bruce after seeing these, visited the Library, School
Room, Canteen, and Hospital, and then went to the
Orderly Room. The Officers’call then sounded, and
the Companies’ books and accounts were closely
investigated, Company by Company. This part of
the inspection took a considerable time to get through,
and on its conclusion it wanted only a few minutes
to the men’
s dinner hour. The General then went
•'blind the Barrack Rooms and seemed well pleased
with all he saw. This finished the work for the
morning, and the Officers adjourned to the Mess for
luncheon. The afternoon parade was ordered for
2.10 p.m.
The Companies assembled on their
private parades in Review Order, with leggings, and
then marched to the Esplanade, where they were
sized and told off in four Companies. The Regiment
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then marched to the Queen’
s Park, where they
arrived shortly before 3 p.m., and were formed up in
line at open order facing Arthur’
s Seat. General
Bruce who appeared on the ground immediately
afterwards, was again received with a General Salute.
The General then rode down the ranks, accompanied
by Major Everett, Colonel Thompson, and the
Officers of the Regimental Staff, the band playing
the while.
Whilst this was being done Colonel Thompson met with an
accident, which, happily, was not attended with serious con
sequences, though it was sufficiently alarming at the time. On
approach in.' the right of the real- rank the Colonel’
s horse, without
giving the slightest warning, reared high in the air and fell
backwards. The Colonel fortunately managed to throw himself
clear of his horse, and escaped with a severe shaking, but he was
unable to go on with the parade, and the command of the battalion
devolved on Major Pyler. The ranks were then dosed and the
order given to break into column to the right, preparatory to
Marching Past. The Regiment then matched past in open
column. The marching past was good on the whole, the three
leading Companies being remarkably steady, but No. 4 was not
so good. The March Past completed, line was formed to the left
and Major Clarke put the Regiment through the Manual and
Firing Exercises, after which we changed front to the left on the
left Company, and retired towards Jock’
s Lodge. Companies
were then countermarched and the new attack proceeded with, the
enemy being supposed to be iu the neighbourhood of Holyrood.
This completed, line was again formed and Major Fyler put the
Regiment through the Bayonet Exeicise. Captains MacGregor
and Bayly were then called out to drill the Battalion, and all the
available Subalterns were afterwards examined in the various
evolutions of a Company in the field. After this the line advanced
iu Review Order, Officers and Colours to the front, and the pro
ceedings terminated with a General Salute. This concluded the
inspection, and the Regiment returned to the Castle.
The following incident of the old Cape War appeared lately in
the Army and Navy Gazette.-—Two Companies of the 74th were sent up a ldeof (or ravine) to
reconnoitre. They were returning to camp in column of fours,
arid were followed aud attacked by Kaffir s. Captaiu Robert Bruce
in rear of the column saw one of the pipers sitting under a tree ;
he went up to him and said, “Sandy MacLean what are you
doing here ?” “Am no able to walk Sir,” said the piper, “My
leg is numb;”
—lie had been wounded in the leg— “aa want a
musket Sir.” “I can’
t give you a musket,” said the Captain,
who was iu the vigour of manhood, “But I ’
ll give you a back.
Get up.” He did so, aud with the pipes'under bis left arm, and
his claymore drawn, he was carried for a hundred yards or more
out of danger and put on a horse. This happened before the
institution of the V. 0., which it well merited. Our readers will
have uo difficulty in recognizing the hero of the above story.
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Regiment was ordered to return to Plymouth, and
on its arrival there the following day it was again
quartered in the Dock Barracks. It was about this
time that the first steps were taken towards localiz
ing the forces, Regiments being given County Titles
with a view to facilitate recruiting. The following
Army Circular refers to our own County Title, and
sufficiently explains the object of the system.—
London, 31st August, 1782.

1776-1778.— The Regiment, remained at Salisbury
until the 23rd of February 1778, when it marched
for Frome, where it arrived on the 9th of March.
Two months later the 50th marched to Winchester,
and on the 13th of June Major General Calcraft
inspected the Regiment. The Regiment marched for
Gosport on the 1st of July, arrived there on the 2nd
C ircular .—
of July, and on the following day embarked on board
“ His Majesty having been pleased to order that
His Majesty’
s Ships Centaur, Vengeance, Defiance,
the 50th Regiment of Foot which you command,
Thunderer, and Vigilance, under the command of
‘50th, or
Admiral Keppel. O utlie 27th of July the French should take the County Name of the
West Kent Regiment,’ and be looked upon as
Fleet under M. d’
Orvilliers was encountered off
attached to that division of the county. I am to
Ushant, and a severe but indecisive engagement
acquaint
you it is His Majesty’
s further pleasure that
ensued. The Fleet then returned to Plymouth, and
you should in all things conform to that idea, and
the Regiment marched to Exeter. On the 7th of
endeavour by all means in your power to cultivate
August the Regiment marched to Topsham, where
and improve that connection, so as to create a mutual
it remained during the assizes, returning to Exeter
attachment between the County and the Regiment,
on the 17th of the month. No further change of
which may at all times be useful towards recruiting
quarters took place this year.
the Regiment.
1779— The Regiment remained at Exeter until
“But as the completing of the several Regiments,
May, with the exception of a fortnight spent at
now generally so deficient, is in the Crisis of the
Tiverton during the assizes. On the 24th of May
Most Important National Concern, you will on this
it marched to encampment at Coxheath, where it
occasion use the utmost possible exertion for that
remained until November, after which it marched to
purpose, by prescribing the greatest diligence to
Maidstone.
your Officers and Recruiting parties, and by every
1780.
— On the 28th of April the Regiment left
suitable attention to the Gentlemen and Considerable
Maidstone for Sherbourne; stopped there three
Inhabitants, and as nothing can so much conciliate
weeks, and then marched to Exeter. After a stay
their affections as an Orderly and polite behaviour
of three weeks at Exeter the Regiment was again
towards them, and an observance of the Strictest
ordered to march, this time to Brixham, (Torbay)
Discipline in all your Quarters, you will give the
where it went into camp. On the 27th of October
most positive Orders on that head, and you will im
the Camp was broken up, and the following arrange
mediately make such a disposition of your Recruiting
ments were made for the winter. The Head-Quar
Parties as may best answer that end.
ters and two Companies marched to Totnes; two
“I have etc.,
Companies went to Modbury, one to Ivingsbridge,
(Signed)
“H. S, Conway.
one to Newton Bushel], two to Plympton and Ridge
Major-General
way, one to Brixham, and one to Dartmouth.
“Sir T. Spencer Wilson, Bart.,
1781.
— The Regiment remained in the above
etc., etc., etc.,
quarters until the 16th of March, when it marched
“Colonel of the 50th Regiment.”
to Plymouth.
The 50th remained stationed at
1783.— The Regiment remained at Plymouth
Plymouth during the remainder of the year, at
first in the Barracks on the Lines for three months, until the 3rd of September, when it embarked on
then under canvas at Robomugh for four months, board the Fame, Whisk, and Regard Transports for
after which they were removed into the Dock Bar Ireland. It arrived in the Cove of Cork on the 22ml
of the month, landed on the 29th and marched to
racks.
1782.
— The 50th remained in the Dock BarracksKinsale, where it arrived the same day. On the 10th
until the 2nd July, when they went into camp at October the Regiment was moved into Charles
Rame outside the city. On the 14th of November Fort, and on the 27th of the same month it com
It arrived at
the Regiment marched into winter quarters as fol menced its march to Limerick.
lows :— Head Quarters and four Companies to Laun- Limerick on the 2nd of December and remained
cester, three Companies toLisguard, two to Millbrook, there for the winter, receiving a strong draft from
and one to Salt-ash. On the 30th of December the the ]03rd Regiment, and a great many recruits from
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England. Before leaving Plymouth on the 24th
June, 1783, the Regiment was reduced from ten to
eight Companies. The Officers belonging to the
Companies reduced were allowed to be borne on the
strength of the Regiment En Second.
(To be Continued),

NEWS FROM THE CAPE.
p A R L Y in the month several letters were received
fro in the Cape, and the news contained in them is
of more than usual Interest, as it alludes to the most
critical period of the Zulu Campaign.
Serjeant
Franklin, l-24th Regiment, and Serjeant Sale,
l-24f,h Regiment, were both present at the Battle of
TJhindi and they give a graphic account of the en
gagement, and subsequent burning of the King’
s
Kraal. The first part of Serjeant Franklin’
s letter al
ludes to the march up country; the route taken was by
Maritzburg, Hawick, and Ladysmith to Dundee,
Here they halted for a fortnight, and were joined by
the Head-Quarters of the l-24th Regiment, after
which they marched to Landsmans Drift on the
Buffalo River, where Newdigate’
s Column, consisting
of the 21st, 58th, and 94th Regiments, was encamped.
The 1st Dragoon Guards and 17th Lancers, with
some Artillery were also with Newdigate at the time.
The difficulty of obtaining transport detained them
for ten days at Landsmans Drift, but as soon as
possible the Column started again and advanced as
tar as the Blood River. Whilst encamped here the
news arrived of the death of the Prince Imperial, and
the day afterwards his body was brought into camp,
covered with wounds and much mutilated. The
following day the Blood River was crossed, and a
junction effected with Wood’
s Column. The combined
force slowly advanced as far as the Upoko River,
having a few skirmishes en route and burning all
before them.
The difficulties of transport had
become very great by this time, and were increasing
the further the column moved from its base. The
season was also getting advanced, and it became
evident that if the war was to be decided in one
campaign, a new plan of advance would have to be
adopted. A Flying Column about 8000 strong was
therefore organized as quickly as possible. They
started for Ulundi on the 1st of July, taking with
them nothing that was not absolutely necessary,
even the tents being left behind. On the 3rd July
whilst halted on the White Umvalosi River, Serjeant
franklin had rather a narrow escape. He had gone
town with some others to bathe, and had just un' lessed when about fifty Zulus opened fire on them
"mi the opposite bank. One man of the 58th was
s 10L and the rest of the party made a rapid retreat

on the nearest picquet, which turned out and dis
persed the enemy. On the following day they came
in sight of Ulundi. Serjeant Sale thus describes
the battle that ensued.—
“We attacked Uluudi on the 4tli of July. On the morning of
the 4th we turned out at two a.m. quietly, no lmgle sounding.
W e marched accross the river and formed square, and then
sounded the Reveille. Almost like magic the Zulus arose on all
sides and came dashing down on us. They were received with a
heavy fire, the Gatlings doing great execution. They kept np
the fight for forty minutes and then broke and fled in all directions.
This was the time the Lancers came in handy ; we had kept them
in the centre of the square until the enemy waverel, then we
opened the square and let them out with the cry— ‘Remember
Isandlana.’Our victory was complete and Ulundi was burnt to the
ground. It appears that the Zulus were ordered to take up a
position as soon as they heard the Reveille, and oppose our cross
ing, which had they done, our loss must have been much greater
than it was. When they saw us in the open they felt sure of
victory, but the square puzzled them ; they called it a ‘walking
laager,’and called out to us to come out and fight fairly.”
Serjeant Sale was also present when the camp was attacked on
the night of the 6th June. On this occasion the engagement
lasted about half an hour, when the Zulus, finding the position too
strong for them, drew off without doing much harm to the troops
in “Laager.” The letters from the Cape all speak of the trying
nature of the climate,— very hot by day, and icy cold at night,
accompanied by heavy dew. This, combined with hard work and
bad water, has been the cause of much sickness among the troops,
dysentry being terribly prevalent. As, however, the war by last,
advices was so nearly concluded, we may reasonably hope that
most of the gallant fellows are on their way home ere this, not
much the worse for their march to Uluudi.
(The only casualty reported amongst our volunteers up to the
9th of July, was Pte. Howe of B. Company, then serving in the
58th Regiment.)
It is said that a baker has invented a new kind of yeast, which
makes bread so light that a pound of it weighs but eight ounces.
A young gentleman lately said to a little urchin who was
loitering about his premises without invitation: “Young man,
clear out, begone, retire, slope, march, disfranchise yourself, cut,
bolt, evacuate, disperse, disgorge, be o f f a t which the boy,
suspecting his meaning, said— “If you don’
t want me here, why
don’
t you tell me to go home, and be done with it ?”
The Falls of Niagara are to be illuminated by the electric light,
an enterprising company having ordered the apparatus, wherewith,
by means of parabolic reflectors, &c., “electric rainbows may be
produced to order on the darkest night.” An attempt will also be
made to place a light behind the American Fall, so as to throw
out rays through the water. Moonlight effects will thus bo
superseded, and the new arrangement will have the advantage of
being independent of the weather.
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CRAIGMILLAR CASTLE.
m H I S fine old Castle, situated about three miles to
"^the south of Edinburgh, is from its historical
associations one of the most interesting ruins in the
south of Scotland. Though the site has been occu
pied by a castle from time immorial, the greater part
of the present structure is of comparatively modern
date, and appears to have been built during the
latter half of the 16th century. The rampart wall
surrounding Craigmillar bears the date 1427, but
the Castle was captured and burnt by the English in
1543. In 1661 a considerable addition was made to
the Castle by Sir John Gilmour, and it does not
appear to have been altered since that date. On
entering the door a lofty tower or keep is seen, which
is ascended by a broad flight of stairs ; it is several
stories high and contains a large variety ot rooms of
all shapes and sizes. The principal apartment is
that in which the “Conference of Craigmillar ” is
said have been held. It is a large, well-lighted room,
30 feet in length, by 22 in breadth, and the walls
are 10 feet thick. The fire-place at the east end is
11 feet in width, with large stone benches on either
side. To the south of this room is a smaller apart
ment, known as Queen Mary’
s sitting room. The
room is light and airy, and the windows command a
fine view towards the south and east. Queen Mary’
s
work-basket, a buff coat, said to have been worn by
Charles II., and a curious old Spanish musket are
to be seen here. To the north of the “Conference
Hall is a small chamber, in which Queen Mary is
said to have been imprisoned ; it is only 9 feet long
by 5 in breadth, but it has two small windows and a
fire-place : the bed was a swing hammock. Descend
ing, we come tothekitchen with its immense chimneys
and oven, large cellars, and similar places connected
with the culinary department. A long low passage
leads from the kitchen to the dungeons. In the first
of these the unfortunate Earl of Mar was confined; a
very small grating admits enough light to make
darkness visible in this apartment, but no ray of
light can penetrate the gloom of the second dungeon,
and to add to the horrors of darkness, this chamber
could be entered by a subterranean passage if it
were found desirable to make away with a prisoner.
In 1813 a skeleton was found in t lie space between
the dungeons.
Leaving these gloomy abodes we cross the court
yard and enter a range of buildings to the north, by
a large doorway surmounted bv the crest of an uni
corn’
s head, bearing the date 1436. The first room
on the right was the Servants’Hall. What a vision
of bygone days the place conjures up. In fancy we
can once more people the apartment with mail-clad

1

retainers, grouped around the huge fire-place at the
north end of the room, listening to the story of some
daring border raid, or ruthless family feud, or making
the rafters ring again with some jovial hunting or
drinking song. The walls beaV no longer the swords
shields, and armour of these mail-clad men, but are
adorned with the dark drapery of rich and glossy ivy—
“Creeping where no life is seen,
A rare old plant is the ivy green.”

There are several other apartments adjoining the
Servants Hall, all more or less interesting, and
doubtless with a history attached to them, if one
could but get at it.
About the earliest mention of Craigmillar on record
is dated 1212. It then belonged to a family of the
same name, but they do not appear to have held it
long, and after changing hands several times, it was
bought in 1374 by Sir Simon Preston. The lands of
Craigmillar held their tenure from the Crown, in
acknowledgement of which the proprietor had to
pay Id. Scots annually. By another article of tenure
the Castle had to given up as a Royal Residence if
required, which accounts for the prominent part which
it plays in Scottish History.
Though James II,
and James III. both stayed from time to time at
Craigmillar, it is in connection with Queen Mary
that it acquires its greatest interest. It was her
favourite residence-—whence many of her despatches
are dated, and it is the spot where the celebrated
conference in 1566 took place which led to D.unley’
s
murder, and her dethronement. Darnley had dis
gusted the Queen with his vices and weakness, and
his haughty treatment of the Scottish nobility had
raised him many enemies. Then came the murder
of Rizzio, and Mary’
s dislike was turned into hatred;
Darnley’
s enemies were not long in turning this feel
ing to their advantage, and several of the more
powerful of the Scottish nobility'-, after proposing a
divorce to Her Majesty, signed a bond at Craigmillar
to the purpose that Darnley was to be made away
with somehow, and that they should mutually sup
port each other. There is little doubt that the
Queen knew of this bond, yet she gave her hand to
his murderer soon afterwards. Darnley was blown
up on the 9th February 1567 at Kirk-o-Field House,
the site of which is now occupied by the University.
Bothwell was indicted for the murder, but as lie
came to his trial attended by 4000 followers, he was
easily acquitted. He is described as being a hand
some man, brave, dashing, and unscrupulous, and
about thirty years of age. On the 6th of May 1567
he was divorced from his wife, and on the 15th of
the same month he was married to Queen Mary at
Holyrood. For a short time they lived happily!
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the 14th of August 1879.
On reference to the
Defaulter
Book
it
is.
found
that
he was drunk on the
B y H is R oyal H ighness the F ield -Marshal
(1)
14th
August
1878,
(2)
1st
September
1878, (3)
C ommanding-in-C h ief .
1st January 1879, and (4) 1st April 1879. The
Commanding Officer may either send him to trial by
1st SE P T EM B ER , 1879.
Court-Martial on the charge of Drunkenness, or dis
6. 0. 197.— A rmy D iscipline and R egulation pose of the case summarily. If the first instance
were the 13th of August 1878, instead of the 14th of
Act, 1879.—
August, there would not have been four cases within
T he f o llow in g rules will be ob serv ed with respect
the
previous twelve months, and the Commanding
to the d isposal o f cases o f drun kenn ess :—
Officer is required by the terms of the Act to dispose
1. —Drunkenness in Non-Connnissioned Officersof the case summarily.
will be dealt with as at present.
6th September 1879.
2. —Fines will be imposed under the rules con G. 0. 117.— A Non-Commissioned Officer reduced
tained in the “ Queen’
s Regulations and Orders for to a lower grade under Section 175, Army Discipline
the Army, 1873.”
and Regulation Act, 1879, will take rank and pre
3. —A Private soldier cannot be tried for a simplecedence in the lower grade from the date of the
act of drunkenness unless he has been drunk four signing of the original sentence of the Court-Martial,
times (not including the case under disposal), within, or in the case of reduction by order of a Commanderthe twelve months preceding the date of the offence in-Ohief, from the date of such order, or the date
under disposal. Under these conditions he may be named therein.
tried, and if the number of previous instances within
16th September.
twelve months amounts to eight, the Field Marshal
G. 0.— Army Discipline and Regulation Act.
Oommanding-in-Chief is of opinion that as a rule the
I.
— Preferring to the Army Discipline and Regula
offender should in all cases be tried.
tion Act, 1879, section 175 (3), and the definition of
It will be observed that an entry of Absence can “Non-Commissioned Officer”in section 181, it wul!
not be reckoned as an instance of drunkenness for be observed that acting Non-Commissioned Officers
the purpose of trial, but oidy for the computation of are included in the expression “Non-Commissioned
Officers.” The Act confers no power on Command
the fine.
4. —When a Private soldier commits the offenceing Officers to reduce Non-Commissioned Officers to
of drunkenness in connection with a more serious a lower grade, or to the ranks, and therefore Com
offence, for which he is sent to trial by Court-Mar manding Officers are not competent to summarily
tial, he should not be charged with the drunkenness deprive acting Non-Commissioned Officers of their
before the Court-Martial, even if liable to trial, Lance or Acting Stripe.
II.
— This, however, does not apply to reversion
unless the Commanding Officer considers it desirable
that he should be tried as an habitual drunkard ; but by summary award of a Commanding Officer from
in order to preserve a record of the drunkenness, the those posts which are declared by Regulation to be
Commanding Officer will make an entry of the appointments ; nor does it interfere with the rever
offence, either imposing a fine if the soldier is liable sion of Non-Commissioned Officers appointed o f
thereto, or making a note in the punishment column, promoted provisionally, or on probation, or for a
“No punishment; aAvaiting trial on another charge,” particular duty for a stated period (e.g., the duration
5. —In framing a charge of simple drunkenness,of a voyage) on the completion of such period or
m the case of a Private soldier, it will be unnecessary duty.
to recite previous actsof drunkenness, but it should be
III.
— G. 0. 13 of 1876 will be amended so as to
shown in evidence, by the prosecution, that the include the following among the list of positions
prisoner had committed not less than four acts of therein specified as ranks,— paid Lance-Serjeant,
ai'imkenness within the year preceding the date of paid Lance-Corporal, paid Acting Bombardier.
the offence stated in the charge.
IV. — In future, unpaid Lance-Serjeants, unpaid
It this evidence is not forthcoming, the Court Lance-Corporals, and unpaid Acting Bombardiers
should adjourn for the orders of the convening will be appointed on probation only, and will bo
officer.
termed respectively provisional Lance-Serjeants,
G-—The following instance is given in illustration provisional Lance-Corporals, and provisional Acting
°f the liability to trial
Bombardiers.
By command,
A Private soldier is drunk in his barrack room on
C. H. ELLICE, A. G,
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MUSKETRY.
R e c r u it s — 6th P a r ty .
npH E 6th Part}- of Recruits numbering 24 men
■
*" commenced a Course of Musketry on the 22nd of
July 1879; 14 men, however, only concluded the
course, which was finished on the 12th of August,
10 of them having been put back after firing 9
rounds. The result of this Party’
s shooting was
very satisfactory, they having made a Figure of
Merit of 108*64. The following were the best scores
made at the different distances: — 100 yards, Lce.Corpl. R. Wringe 86, Ptes. T. Hart 33, J. Garner
31, and J. Graham 31. 200 yards, Pte. J. Caldon
29, Lce.-Corpl. Wringe 28. 300 yards, Ptes. Gra
ham 29, D. Jefferies 28, Lce.-Corpl. Wringe 28.
400 yards, Lce.-Corpl. Wringe 27, Pte. Jeffries 22.
500 yards. Pte. G. Harrison 29, and Lce.-Corpl.
Wringe 25. 600 yards. Pte. A. Mills 23, and Lce.Corpl. Wringe 21. The average in Volley Firing
was 5.85, Independent Firing 12*00, and in Skir
mishing 7.57. The average in Judging Distance
Practice was 21-07, and the best Judges were Pte.
A Mills with 28, and Lce.-Corpl. Wringe 26. The
following was the result shown at the final Classifi
cation : in Target Practice 10 men were left in the
3rd class, two in the 2nd, and two in the 3rd ; and in
Judging Distance Practice there were 3 men left in
the first class, and 11 in the second. The best shot
of the party was Lce.-Corpl. Wringe with 165 points.

A nnual C ou r se — A. C ompany.

Company consisting o f 37 men commenced
its Annual Course of Musketry on the 19th of Au
gust, and 36 of that number completed their firing
on the 15th of September. The Figure of Merit was
100*55, and is a great falling off from last years
Figure, as there is a difference of nearly 13^ points.
The best scores at the different distances were— at
200 yards, Pte. Hammond 30, and Pte. Jacobs 30.
300 yards, Lce.-Corpl. Manktelow 28, Drumr. J.
Ferrisey 27, Serjt. Gearon 27. 500 yards, Serjt.
Dawson 34, Serjt. Robinson 28, and Drummer J.
Ferrisey 27. 600 yards (1st), Serjt Robinson 30,
and Pte. R. McCormick 24. oOO yards (2nd), Pte.
Jacobs 25, Serjt. Dawson 23, and Serjt. Robinson
23. 600 yards (3rd) Drumr. J. Ferrisey 26, Serjt.
Dawson 25, and Pte. H. Price 25. The average in
Volley Firing was 5*00, Independent Firing 6-94,
and in Skirmishing 19'83. The average in Judging
Distance Practice was 20.91, and the best Judges
were Lce.-Corpl. Wringe 32, Ptes. Murray 29, and
Price 28. The final Classification resulted as fol
lows : in Target Practice there were 6 marksmen,
11 men in the 1st class, and 19 in the 2nd. In
T

his

Judging Distance Practice 10 men were shown in
the 1st class, and 26 in the 2nd. The best shot of
the Company is Serjeant Dawson with 153 points.
P rize S hooting —G. C ompany.

G. C ompany fired for Prizes on the 8th of September,
and obtained an average of 17-06. The Prizewin
ners were Serjeant Parish 28, Ptos. D. Harmston 27,
and I. Herrin 25.
A nnual C ourse — G. C ompany.
G. Company commenced firing on the 8th of Sep
tember, and concluded on the 19th. The Figure of
Merit was 94.29. against 111*29 last year, exactly
17 points less. The following are the highest scores
at the different distances:—200 yards, Ptes. D.
Harmston 30, Portas 30, Serjt. Parish 28. 300
yards, H. Wilkins 25, F. Thomas 25, Serjt. Parish
25. 500 yards, Ptes. Herrin 29, Jones 26. 600
yards (1st), Ptes. Portas 25, W. Mackie 22. 600
yards (2nd) Pte. Barrett 31, Herrin 27, Serjt. Jackson
28. 600 yards (3rd), Pte. Weston 29, Corpl. G.
Tucker 28, Lee.-Serjt. Wilson 28. In Volley Fir
ing the average was 4*81, Independent Firing 5*70,
and in Skirmishing 19*03. The average in Judging
Distance Practice was 25*44. The final classification
in Target Practice showed 2 marksmen, 10 men in
the 1st class, and 15 in the 2nd. In Judging Dis
tance 16 men in the 1st class, and 11 in the 2nd,
The best Judges of Distance are Ptes. Barrett 35,
Herrin 34, Thomas 33, Corpl. H. Mason 32, and
Serjt. Parish 32. The best shot of the Company is
Pte. Herrin with 138.
P rize S hooting— D. C ompany.

D. C ompany* fired for Prizes on the 13th of Sep
tember, and obtained an average of 17*88. The
Prizes were won by Color-Serjt. T. Irvine 28, Lce.Crowford 27, and W. Franklin 25.
P rize S hooting — B and

and

C asuals.

T he Band and Casuals, numbering 60 men, fired
10 rounds for prizes on the 22nd of September, and
obtained a Figure of 1846, the Band’
s average being
2043, and the other Casuls 16'50 The prizes were
won by members of the Band, Bandsman Jennings
taking the first prize with the magnificent score of
37, (the best score made this season in the Prize
Shooting), Serjeant Richardson the second with 33
points, and T. Dickson the third with 29,
P r in te d b y W. H. T aylor, at th e K eg im e n ta l P ress
fo r C ir cu la tio n in th e R egim en t.
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(Tliromcic
o f ^jfaents.
o
OCTOBER.

2nd — Lieutenant R. A.. Christie, 6th West York
Militia, attached to the Regiment.
6th.— The second party of casuals commenced a
course of Musketry.
9th.— Seed.-Lieutenant W. G. Western joined on
appointment, and was posted to C. Company.
10th.— 1
Three Non-Commissioned Officers of the
Perth Rifles having completed their two month’
s
course of instruction, proceeded to Perth to re-join
their corps.
loth.— The Annual Barrack Inspection was made
by the Commissary General, North British District.
16th.— His Royal Highness the Field Marshal,
Commanding-in-Chief, inspected the troops in Gar
rison.
20th.— Route Marching commenced.
21st.— Funeral of Pioneer W. Litton, A. Company.
,,
A party of 16 recruits were handed over
to the Musketry Instructor to undergo a Course of
Musketry,
25th.— Corporals J. Powe D. Company, and R.
Gordon II, Company, proceeded to Maidstone to join
the 46th B ilgade Depot.
„
Serjeant W. Barrow C. Company, proceed
ed to Glasgow to take over the appointment of
Gymnasium Instructor.
27th.—Seed.-Lieutenant Daniell, with 1 Corporal
•and 9 Privates, commenced a course of instruction
in Gun Drill.
31st.— Serjeants Henary and Croft returned from
Hythe, on completion of a course of Instruction.

D O IN G S,
[Price O ne P enny .

iEcgimenf al dSagtlft.
P R O M O T IO N S A N D

A P P O IN T M E N T S .

Lieutenant F. A. M. Arnold is appointed Acting
Adjutant during the absence on leave of Lieutenant
and Adjutant F. F. Johnson.
T o be C orporal.—Lee.-Corpl. P. B resnahan, A. C om pa n y.
T o b e L a n ce- C orp ora ls.—Ptes. J. Sm ith, C. C o m p a n y ; G.
H arrison , A. C o m p a n y ; and J. Ryan, D. C om pa n y.
T o b e B andsm an.—Pte. A. Turner, D. C om pa n y, v ic e
B resnahan.

Leave of Absence has been granted to the under
mentioned Officers during the past month.
M a jor A. E. Fyler, from 15th O cto b e r to 30th D e c e m b e r 1879.
Capt. E. J. R obin son ,
Do.
Do.
L ieu t. T. H. B rock,
Do.
Do.
Lieut. A. T, M orse,
Do.
Do.
Secd.-Lieut. A. L. Birch,
Do.
,
D o.
Lt. & Adjt. F. F. Johnson, from 15th Oct. to 29th N o v e m b e r.
Capt. J. P. Soote, from 18th O c to b e r to 30th D ecem b er.
B IR T H S .
O c to b e r 22ud, at E d in b u rg h Castle, th e w ife o f C o lorS erjea n t W. G oss, O. R. C., o f a daughter.
O c to b e r 22nd, at E din bu rgh , th e w ife o f A r m o u r e r S e r 
je a n t C. D on n elly, o f a son.
M A R R IA G E S .
O c to b e r 7th, at E d in bu rgh , P riv a te D a n ie l C ra w ley , B and,
to Sarah C o ck e re ll o f C olchester.
O c to b e r 20th, at E d in bu rgh , C o lo r - S e r je a n t T h o m a s N.
P otts, to M a ry H. H am brook.
DEATH.
O c to b e r 18th, at L e ith H o s p it a l fr o m fra ctu re o f sk u ll
P riv a te W. L itton, A. Com pan y.

Para 82 of the Army Discipline and Regulation
Act, 1879, is published for information.—
“A soldier of the Regular Forces who has com
pleted, or will within one year complete, a total
period of 21 years service, inclusive of any period
served in the reserve, may give notice to his Com
manding Officer of his desire to continue in Her
Majesty’
s service in the Regular Forces ; and if the
competent military authorities approve, he may be
continued as a soldier of the Regular Forces, in the
same manner in all respects as if his turn of service
were still unexpired, except that he may claim his
discharge at the expiration of any period of three
months after he has given notice to his Commanding
Officer of his wish to be discharged.”
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Regiment was quartered at Aldershot in 1872, he
paid a visit to his old corps.
The Seikh Colours, though now dingy and worn
have been originally very handsome. Two are (or
rather were) of crimson silk, the third being a tri
colour, (red, white, and blue) and they have all been
richly ornamented with gold flowers, probably the
lotus. They can scarcely be called handsome now,
but as souvenirs of two of the most severe battles
the Regiment was ever engaged in, they are at least
worthy of more attention than has lately been
bestowed upon them, and a more prominent position
than they have recently occupied. It is much to be re
gretted that the above particulars are so meagre, and
we shall be glad to receive further information on
the subject from any of our readers who may be able
to afford it.

rjiH E three old Indian Colours in the Mess Room
form an object of considerable interest to visitors,
and our guests are often curious to know how they
came into our possession. They are told that they
were taken during the Sutlej Campaign, but beyond
this general statement, little seems to be known about
them. Nor is this at all strange, as no account of
their capture appears to have been retained amongst
the various documents bearing on the Sutlej Cam
paign, that are still in possession of the Regiment.
The Regimental Records for 1845-6 only mention
the capture of one colour, and this is the more sur
prising, as the details of the various engagements
are given very fully and at great length.
The
paragraph referred to (speakiug of the battle of
Ferozeshah) reads as follows :—
* % Since writing the above, we have received the
“A Sikh Color was taken on entering the trenches
report
of a Court of Enquiry, held six days after the
by Corporal Johnstone, 50th Regiment.”
battle
of
Ferozeshah, by which it appears that these
Though this is the only note on the subject to be
colours
were
also claimed by the 80th Regiment, but
found in the Records, there has long been a tradition
that two of these standards were taken at Feroze Corporal Johnstone succeeded in establishing his
shah, and we have lately received conclusive evidence right to them. It states that when the 50th charged
s entrenched camp on the evening of
that such was in reality the case. The battle of the enemy’
the
21st,
Corporal
Johnstone saw two red stand
Ferozeshah took place on the 21st of December, and
ards
fastened
to
the
ground
by ropes. Followed by
on the 27th of the same month Sir Harry Smith
gave the following receipt to the Regimental authori Privates Smith and Bushton of the Grenadier Com
ties for two Seikh colours, taken by the Regiment. pany, he made a rush, cut the ropes, and took the
True Copy.
colours. A good many Seikhs were still near the
“Head Quarters, 1st Division of Infantry, Army spot, but only one man stood by the standards, and
of the Sutlej, 27th December, 1845.
he was killed. The 50th had in the meantime passed
“S tandards . Received from Her Majesty’
s 50th Regi on to the front, and Corporal Johnstone joined the
ment, two Colors taken from the enemy by nearest body of troops, which proved to be the 80th
Corporal Edward Johnstone, Grenadier
Regiment. Corporal Johnstone kept the colours in
Company, in the action of the 21st De
cember 1845, with the Seik Army at his own possession until the following day, when he
handed them over to Lieutenant Barnes of the 50th
Ferozeshusha.
Regiment.
“Signed,
II.
G. Smith, Major-General,
TOTAL ABSTINENCE SOCIETY.
Commanding 1st Division Infantry
Army of the Sutlej.”
T he Secretary of the Total Abstinence Society
An old 50th man who served with the Regi
ment throughout the Sutlej Campaign, states that two begs to acknowledge the receipt of fourteen volumes,
of the colours were taken by Corporal Johnstone as v iz : seven volumes of “Sunday at Home,” and
above described, at Ferozeshah, and that the third seven volumes of “The Quiver,” from Serjeantwas captured at Sobraon by Private Leonard Hale Major Lynn, Edmonton, Royal Rifles, for the use of
of the Light Company. Corporal Johnstone was the Library in connection with the above.
The
invalided shortly after his gallant exploit. He had library wall re-open for the issue of books on Friday
been severely wounded during the engagement, and (first,) and on each succeeding Friday at 4 p.m., at
he died from the effect of his wounds on his way
the Infant School R o o m ; Schoolmistress Dawson
home. Private Hale was more fortunate, he returned
with the Regiment to England, and retired on a having kindly consented to take charge. Any person
pension on the completion of his service. He came desirous of becoming a member, may do so, on pay
from the neighbourhood of Reading, and when the ment of one penny per month.
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E d in b u r g h Castle, 1st N o v em b er, 1879.

TjiROM ft military point of view the most important
local event of the past month was undoubtedly
the visit of H. R. H. the Field Marshal, Commanding
in Chief. It was rumoured on the 13th that the
Duke was coming down to inspect the garrison, but
the report was at first scarcely credited. The Duke
of Cambridge has so rarely favoured Scotland with a
visit, that it was thought highly improbable that he
would come on this occasion, especially as the leave
season was commencing, and many of the Officers
would, in consequence, be away. However, the fol
lowing day the news was confirmed, and orders were
issued for a Brigade parade by way of rehearsal. Of
that parade the less said the better. The Park was
a sea of mud, very soft, and very sticky, through
which the men had to wade as best they could. The
General on his arrival was received with a General
Salute that augured well for the success of the
parade. The troops had been standing at ease for
some few minutes before that salute, and the conse
quence was that it was all that could be desired.
There was none of that unsteadiness in the ranks, so
often observable in young troops; none of that ner
vous shuffling about, that so often mars the effect of
the best parade manoeuvres. No 1 the movement
was perfect, and the line stood firm as a rock on its
completion. The order was then given to break into
column to the right,
o 3 on which each man struggled
DO
out of the hole he had settled down into, and got
into column the best way he could. The march-past
that followed was rather a failure, though, taking into
consideration the state of the ground, the result was
quite as good as could have been anticipated. In
many places the mud was ankle-deep, and it was no
easy matter to keep a footing. Such being the case,
General Bruce dispensed with any further manoeuvres
for the day, and dismissed the parade. H. R. H.
the Duke of Cambridge arrived in Edinburgh the
same evening, and announced his intention of visiting
the Castle the following morning. His Royal High
ness arrived at the Castle about 11 a.m. on the 16th
Inst., and was met at the Barrier Gate by Colonel
Thompson and the Officers of the Regiment. A de
tachment of the Royal Artillery under Lieutenant
Hay had arrived a short time previously, and as the
Commander-in-<Chief entered the Castle he was
greeted with a Royal Salute from the Half Moon
Battery, and at the same time the Union Jack was
lowered and the Royal Standard hoisted in its place.
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IIis Royal Highness, attended by General Lysons
K. C. B., Quarter-Master-General; Colonel Bateson
A. D. C., Colonel Annasley A. A. G., LieutenantGeneral Bruce, commanding the troops in Scotland,
Major Everett, 79th Highlanders, A. A. G., and
Captain de Lancy, 71st Highlanders, A. D. C., then
made a careful inspection of the Castle, visiting the
barrack rooms, Hospital, School, Canteen, etc., and
not forgetting the objects of interest usually inspected
by visitors to the Castle. After seeing all that was
to be seen in the Castle, His Royal Highness and
Staff adjourned to the Officers’Mess where luncheon
was prepared for them. Luncheon over, the Royal
party quitted the Castle to prepare for the inspection.
By 3 p.m. all the available troops had assembled in
the Queen’
s Park, where they were formed up in
line at open order facing Arthur’
s Seat. The Cavalry
occupied the right of the line, “The Queen’
s Own ”
were placed in the centre, the Artillery being on
their left.
Soon after 3 o’
clock p.m. the Duke arrived on the
ground, in the uniform of a Field Marshal, attended
by a numerous and brilliant staff. As soon as His
Royal Highness appeared on parade, he was received
with a Royal Salute and lowered Colours, the Bands
playing the National Anthem. After inspecting the
troops in line, His Royal Highness and Staff took up
a position on the south side of the ground, in front
of St. Mary’
s Loch, and the troops marched past.
The Inniskillings led the way by squadrons, playing
the Regimental March, followed by “The Queen’
s
Own,” who marched past to the tune of “The Hun
dred Pipers,” and the Artillery brought up the rear,
the Band of the Dragoons playing the “Garb of Old
Gaul.” Though in much better condition than on
the previous day the ground was still very heavy, so
that the 50th were not required to march past in any
other formation, and the Regiment formed line op
posite the saluting point, on nearly the same ground
it originally occupied. The Cavalry then trotted and
galloped past by squadrons, the Artillery following
at the trot and the double. The Artillery then formed
on the left of the Infantry, and the Dragoons were
examined in the “Sw ord” and “Pursuing” exer
cises. After this Major Clarke put the 50th through
the “Manual” and “Firing” exercises, followed
by the “Bayonet Exercise ” under Colonel Leach.
Line was then formed and the troops advanced in
review order. The line halted some thirty paces
from the saluting point, and a Royal Salute was
given.
His Royal Highness then addressed the
Commanding Officers briefly, and appeared well
satisfied with the result of the inspection. The
Royal party then left the ground, and the various
corps returned to Barracks.
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tion of the distinguished services of the 50th Regi
ment in Egypt, commanded by Lieut.-Colonel Rowe,
His Majesty was graciously pleased to sanction the
1784.— The Regiment remained at Limerick un figure of a “Sphinx ”and the word “Egypt ”bein<r
til the 10th of June 1784, when it received orders borne on its Colours and appointments. On the 17th
I for the Head-Quarters and four Companies to march October the Regiment proceeded to Malta, where it
to Kilkenny, two Companies to Clonmel, and t wo to was again reinforced by drafts from other Regiments.
Cashel. On the 25th of July the Regiment was
1802. — Early in the spring the Regiment was
ordered to Cork. The Head-Quarters of the Regi ordered home, and on the 4th of May it landed at
ment arrived in Cork on the 28th, and was there Cork and marched to Belfast.
joined by the four Companies from Clonmel and
1803. — The 50th remained at Belfast until the
Cashel. The Regiment, under Lt.-Colonel Edmon- beginning of November, when it marched to Ballyston, embarked at Cork for Gibraltar on the 3rd of shannon.
August, the Head Quarters and three Companies on
1804. — In June the Regiment left Ballyshannon
board the Neptune, and three Companies on board for Omagh. Whilst stationed at Omagh a 2nd Bat
the Myrtle and Mary Transports. The troops landed
talion was formed at Cirencester on the 1st October
at Gibraltar on the 21st August.
1804, under the orders of Brevet-Lieutentant-Colonel
1784-1793.— The Regiment remained at Gibraltar. B. Rowe, and coi sisted of the following establish
1793-1797.— In January the 50th embarked at ment : 1 Lieutenant-Colonel, 2 Majors, 10 Captains,
Gibraltar for Corsica, and landed at St. Florenza on 12 Lieutenants, 8 Ensigns, 1 Paymaster,.! Adjutant,
the 5th of February. During its stay in Corsica the 1 Quarter-Master, I Surgeon, 1 Assistant Surgeon,
50th assisted in the capture of two Martello Towers, twenty-four Serjeants, 20 Corporals, 22 Drummers,
and was present at the storming of the conventional and 380 Privates. Shortly after this period New
redoubt and capture of Bastid. The Regiment also Colours were presented to the 1st Battalion with
took part in the siege of Calva, which held out for a the “Sphinx ” and the word “Egypt ” inserted on
long time, and only surrendered after all the out them, upon which the old Colours were burnt in
works had been taken by storm. The British troops front of the Battalion with Military Hoi.ours. Soon
entered Calva on the 10th of August 1794. The after this the, 1st Battalion marched to Enniskillen.
50th Regiment under Colonel Wanchope received
1805-1806.— In July the 1st Battalion left Ennis
the particular thanks of the Commander of the killen for Longford, and the following month marched
Forces, Lieut.-General Sir Charles Stewart, on this from Longford to the Curragh of Kildare, where it
occasion, for its gallant exertions in raising a Battery encamped and remained for the purpose of exercise
during the night, close under the enemy’
s works, with the Army under L >rd Catheart, until the begin
and for the share it took in storming the Star Fort. ning of September. Whilst at the Curragh the 1st
On the evacuation of Corsica in October 1796, the Battalion received a considerable draft from the 2nd,
50th Regiment proceeded with the Army to the in England. The 1st B .tralion marched to Fertrioy,
Island of Elba, where it landed at Porto Ferajo, and thence to Clonmel ; afterwards to Middleton, Fermoy,
[ the following year returned to Gibraltar, where it Mallow, and Cork, at which latter place it arrived
was recruited by drafts from other Regiments. in April 1806.
After a short stay at Gibraltar the Regiment em
1806. — Whilst stationed at Cork several drafts of
barked for Portugal, where it arrived in June, (1797.) volunteers from the English and Irish Militia were
1797-1799.— The Regiment was stationed at Fort received, and several Recruits joined from the Re
St. Julian in Portugal.
cruiting parties in the various parts of the kingdom.
1799-1800.— The Regiment proceeded to Minorca The 1st Battalion remained stationed at Cork until
and remained there through the following year.
the 5th of June, when it embarked for England.
1801.— The Regiment joined the Army under Sir The Regiment landed at Ramsgate and proceeded to
Ralph Abercrombie in Egypt, having landed at Deal, where all the effective men from the 2nd Bat
Aboukir on the 8th of March. The 50th was present talion were draft! d into it.
at the memorable actions of the 13th and 28th
1807. —-On the 25th of July following, the l-50th
March, and after the fall of Sir Ralph Abercrombie, formed part of the expedition to Copenhagen, under
it marched with the Army under Lord Hutchinson the command of Lord Catheart, and landed at Char
up the Nile, and was present at the reduction of lotte land (near the Capital) in the island of Zea
Rachtnaine and surrender of Grand Cairo. The 50th land, on the 16th of August 1807. The Battalion
then returned to Alexandria, and was present at the served at the Siege of Copenhagen under the com
reduction and surrender of that city. In considera mand of Lieutenant - Colonel Walker, and dis-
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tino-uisbed itself at a sortie made by the enemy from
the town. The gallant conduct of Lieutenant Light
in commanding a picquet of the 50th in this affair
was expressed in General Orders, and the Comrnander-in-Chiefs’approbation marked' by the pro
motion of that Officer shortly afterwards, though
junior to others of the same rank in the Regiment.
Copenhagen surrendered on the 7th of September
1807, and the Regiment returned to England and
landed at Deal in November following.
1808.— The 1st Battalion 50th embarked at Gos
port in December 1807, destined for a secret
expedition under the Command of Major-General
Spencer, but the fleet having separated in a gale of
wind, several transports with troops put back to
England, and others proceeded to Gibraltar and
Sicily. The Head-Quarter Ship of the 50th with
the Staff, and flank Companies on Board, was
amongst the latter, and the remainder of the Battalion
'after being put back to England, proceeded to Gib
raltar, where it landed in March 1808, and did duty
under the orders of Major Ilill until May following,
when it again embarked and joined the HeadQuarter Ship off Cadiz.
The whole afterwards
sailed and landed at Figuera in Portugal, and pro
ceeded to join the Army under the command of
Lieutenant-General Arthur Wellesley.
On the 17th of August 1808, the Light Infantry
Company of the 50th Regiment, commanded by
Captain B. Harrison, was engaged with the enemy
and behaved gallantly on the occasion. On the 21st
of the same month the Battalion bore a very consider
able share in defeating a much superior body of the
enemy at Virneira. The distinguished valour dis
played by the 50th in this action acquired for it the
honourable Badge of the word “Vimiera”in addition
to “Egypt,”to be borne on its Colours and Appoint
ments. Captain Arthur G. Coote was killed in this
action whilst gallantly heading his Company on an
outpost, and Major Hill and several other Officers
were wounded severely.
(To be Continued.)

ANECDOTES OF THE 50™ REGIMENT.
“T H E R A G G E D BUSH.”
J REMEMBER in 1843 the 3rd Buffs passing down through
Cawnpore on their way to Calcutta, and from thence to England ;
they were stopped at the next station, Allahabad, as the Gwalior
affair was then upon the tapis. The General remarked what a
phy it would be if they should return home, after twenty years
service in India, without firing a shot. Afterwards, when they
were allowed to volunteer, they gave about 25 men to the 50th.
If the Buffs had not fired many shots in battle, they had been a
great deal under canvas, having formed part of the reserve col
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lected at Ferozepore during the Afghan Camj aigti ; they taugh.
us some useful lessons in the way of pitching our camp ; for
instance,—instead of hanging the accoutientente on tlie walls of
the tent, as we had done in the Gwalior Campaign, they showed
us a plan of susp -ndiug them between the tent poles ; in the event
of rain this was a great advantage. The volunteers from the
Buffs also told us about the Ragged Bush, and when it was known
that we should pass by it, a great amount of interest was excited.
1his bush was a gigantic thorn, blighted, and standing in a desert
tar up the country, bet ween Umballah and Lobdiannah ; it had
been the custom for every Regiment passing and repassing during
the war with Cabal to decorate the bush with rags : they were <4
all colours, hut the object of each seemed to be that all coming
after should know who had been there. W e could see that the
3rd Buffs, the 9th, 13th, 31st, and 44th Regiments had been that
way ; we sighted the bush a long way off, as it stood quite alone ;
a long halt was made in front of it, as the officers knew what was
about to be done. We found the bush in blossom and we left i'
hi full bloom. Why! a Loudon rag-picker would have lived for
a month on the produce of it if there had been a marine store
near at hand. Soon after we arrived at our station we were told
that theG2nd would shortly pass through Loodi&unah ou their way
to Ferozepore, It was proposed that we should give them a
breakfast, the same as the 31st had given us at Umballah, but
they were making forced marches and were upon us before the
arrangements could he concluded ; in fact, our Band which started
off in full feather,— i.e. in the black horse-hair pla nes—to play
the “Springers” through the city, were too late to be of any
service. All that could be done was to give every man an ad
vance of pay, and throw 0| en the Cauletn; this establishment
was patronised perhaps a little too freely but all ended well.
Almost our first inquiry was—had the the G2nd seen the Ragged
Bush ? Yes, they had, and had left their contributions ; and bad
they noticed that we had beeu there ? Undoubtedly they had,
and some men with whom I got into conversation, went so far as
to say that they had noticed in particular a regimental button
attached to a piece of white linen jacket, on which was written in
marking ink,— W. BOND, E. bOtb.
SERJEANTS’ Q U A D R IL L E

PARTY.

/'AN Friday the 17th lust, the first Quadrille Party of the
'“'season was given by the Serjeants of the 50th “The Queen's
O w n ” Regiment, in the Drummers’Room, Crown Square. The
guests, some thirty in number, were received by Serjeant-Major
Gould and Quarter-Master-Setjeaut Geddos on their arrival.
Danciug commenced punctually at 8 o’
clock, and was kept up
spiritedly until an early hour in tho morning. The music, which
was supplied by eight of our Bandsmen, under the direction of
Corporal F. G. Norris, gave general satisfaction, and supper was
served on a buffet at the end of the dance room.
Colonel
Thompson was present during the early part of tho evening, and
on leaving expressed a hope that all present would enjoy themselves.
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PRINCE WALDEMAR’S CUP.
rpHE,following correspondence about the presenta- t i o n of this handsome piece of plate will be of
interest to many of our readers.
True extract from a letter addressed to Lord Harclinge from Prince Waldemar ot Prussia, dated—

M unster: 21st July, 1848.
“As you are a soldier you must know that the
ties of friendship between fellow soldiers will last
for ever. I shall keep therefore always the warmest
interest to one of the Regiments of the Sutlej
Army in particular, in considering myself as a
kind of fellow soldier of the Officers of Her Ma
jesty’
s 5Oth Foot. It is impossible to forget the
happy days which I have spent amongst these Offi
cers at Loodiana, who obliged me greatly by the
kindness and hospitality they bestowed upon me.
I consider the most obliging of all their attentions,
that they had elected myself and the gentlemen of
my suite to be honorary members of their Mess. So
your Lordship will understand that, after having
received so many proofs of kindness from the Officers
of the 50th, I am anxious to express to them my
thankful feelings, and highest esteem, as this Regi
ment must be regarded as one of the bravest which
fought on the Sutlej. I beg therefore your Lordship
to deliver the accompanying goblet, which I have or
dered purposely to be decorated with some sceneries
of the different battles after my own drawings, to
the Officers of Her M ajesty’
s 50th. I believe it will
be most gratifying to them who deserve such a dis
tinction, and still give a greater value to the goblet,
if it is presented under those circumstances.
(Signed),
“Waldemar, Prince of Prussia.”
The following-letter was shortly afterwards re
ceived from his Lordship’
s secretary :—
“Lord Hardinge begs to send to the Officers of
the 50th Regiraeut, a haunch of red deer, and to in
form the Officer Commanding, that he has received a
letter from His Royal Highness, Prince Waldemar,
in which he apprises Lord Hardinge that he has for
warded to the Prussian Consul a Silver Goblet,
which it is his desire that Lord Hardinge should
present to the Officers of the Regiment, as a token
of His Royal H ighness’
s lvgard. Lord Hardinge
will have much pleasure in fulfilling a duty so deeply
gratifying to himself, from the high sense he enter
tains of the distinguished services of Her M ajesty’
s
50th, and when he returns to South Park, near Parkhurst, he will not fail about the beginning of the
month of October, to make arrangements and appoint

a m ee tin g for the a cco m p lis h m e n t o f this object.
“ W y n y a r d Park, S to ck to n - o n - T e e s;
“ S e p t e m b e r 17th, 1848,”
W hen O c t o b e r arrived however, L o rd Hardinge
was unable to attend, but he to o k the earliest opportrinity o f m a k in g the presentation, which too k place
on the 29th o f N o v e m b e r 1848. T h e R e g im e n t was
sta tion ed in H o v e r at the time.

GENERAL ORDERS,
B y H i s R o y a l H ig h n e s s t h e F ie ld - M a r s h a l

COMMANDING-IN-Cill EE.
le t SE P T E M B E R , 1879.

G. O,

117.— Army

D i s c ip l in e

and

Regulation

A ct , 1879.—
(Specially issued, 6th September 1879.)
A Non-Commissioned Officer reduced to a lower grade under
Section 175, Army Discipline and Regulation Act 1879, will take
rank and precedence in the lower grade from the date of the signing
of the original sentence of the Court-Martial, or, in the case of
reduction by order of a Commandfer-in-Ohief, from the date of
such order, or the date named therein.

G. O. 118.— R ecruiting .
(Specially issued, 6th September 1879.)
I.
—Until further orders, the minimum height of recruits for
Infantry of the line (Rifle Regiments excepted) is raised from
5 feet o inches to 5 feet 6 inches.
II. — G. O. 58 of 1879 is hereby cancelled,

G.O. 121.— Acting Adjutants for. Brigade Depots.

I.
— Referring to Para. II., G. O. 81 of 1877., it is to be under
stood that an Officer who is appointed Acting Adjutant while
serving at a Brigade Depot, will not. he permitted to remain there
for a longer period than three years, reckoning from the date on
which he commenced his tour of service with the Depot,
II.
-—Promotion to a higher rank is one of the special circum
stances which may render an Acting Adjutant liable to be ordere.1
on foreign service.

G. O. 122.— D

eserters .

In lieu of the Report to be made to the Quarter- Master-Gene
ral of the despatch of an escort for deserters, under para III, CL
O. 113 of 1878, it will be sufficient for a notification of the fact
to be made by the Officer Commanding, on the back of the descrip
tive form in returning it”
to the Adjutant-General.

G. O. 128.— D ischarges .

I.
— If a recruit claim his discharge and lodge the required sum
of £10 within three calendar months of the date of his attestation,
under the provisions of Sect. 78, Army Discipline and R egulation
Act, 1879, the money is to be received at once, and the discharge
proceeded with without delay.
II.
— The instructions contained in Sect. 20, paras 47, 48, anJ
49, ‘
-Queen’
s Regulations and Orders for the Army, 1873,”
not apply to recruits discharged under the above conditions.
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MUSKETRY.
A nnual C o u r se — D. C ompany .

~rv COMPANY, numbering 29 men, commenced
-^its Annual Course of Musketry on the 16th of
September, and 27 of these finished firing on the
29th of the same month. Like most of our Com
panies, D. has shown a considerable decrease in its
Figure of Merit this year, having made an average
of 97'66, against last year’
s score of 115*19.
The following were the highest scores made at the
different distances: 200 yards, Col.-Serjeant T. N.
Potts 32, Pte. J. Bryan 32, Corporal J. Summerhayes
31, and Pte. T. Kellow 30. 300 yards, Corporal J.
Summerhayes 30, Pte. J. Thompson 26. 500 yards,
Col.-Serjeant T. N. Potts 32, Pte. W. Franklin 29,
Pte. G. Davie 28, Corporal J. Powe 28. 600 yards,
(first) Corporal J. Powe 26, Corporal J. Summer
hayes 25, Drummer A. Heal 24. 600 yards, (second)
Drummer A. Heal 28, Pte. T. Kellow 22. 600
yards, (third) Pte. J. Colgrave 28, Drummer A.
Heal 25, and Pte. G. Davie 25. The average in
Volley Fii'ing amounted to 4*95, in Independent
Firing 6' 19, and 18.59 in Skirmishing. Theaverage
obtained in Judging Distance Practice was 23*29.
The final Classification showed the following results:
in Target Practice there were 6 marksmen, 7 1st
class, and 14 2nd class shots. In Judging Distance
Practice 14 men got into the 1st Class, 13 being left
in the 2nd. The best Judges of Distance were Col.Serjeant T. N. Potts 39, Pte. D. Westlake 33, and
Pte. A. Bryant 31. The best shot of the Company
is Corporal J. Summerhayes with 151 points.
A nnual C o u r se — B and

and

C asuals .

first party of Casuals consisting of 53 men,
including the Band, commenced a Course of Musketry
on the 29th of September, but two were added to
the number before the practice was finished, so that
in all 55 men completed firing on the 13th of October.
The Figure of Merit for the whole party was 94*94,
the average for the Band alone, being 107*46. The
firing of the first thirty rounds was very satisfac
tory, but about this time the weather changed, and
became very thick and foggy, so that it was a matter
of great difficulty to obtain good scoring. The best
scores at the different distances were'—
200 yards, Bandsmen Jennings 33, Waters 30,
A. Palmer 29, Morton 29, and Band-Serjeant T. S.
Richardson 29. 300 yards, Serjeant Richardson 32,
Bandsmen Paltridge 32, Morton 30, and Jennings
30- 500 yards, Bandsman A. Palmer 33, Serjeant
Richardson 31, and Bandsman Blaker 26.
600
yards, (first) Pte. A. King 31, Lce.-Corporal J.
T he
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Ryan 25. 600 yards, (second) Bandsmen Paltridge
29, Jennings 28, and Corporal Murray 28. . 600.
yards, (third) Bandsmen Paltridge 29, Jennings 29,
Dixon 29, and Serjeant Richardson 29. The average
in Volley Firing was 4*23, Independent Firing 5*26,
and 15*74 in Skirmishing. The average in Judging
Distance Practice was 25*34. The final Classifica
tion resulted as follows: in Target Practice there
were 5 marksmen, 21 1st class, and 29 2nd class
shots. In Judging Distance Practice 40 men got
into the 1st class, and 15 in the 2nd. The best
Judges of Distance were Bandsman J. Brannon 36,
Corporal F. G. Norris 36, and Lce.-Corporal J.
Ryan 33. The best shot of the party is BandSerjeant T. S. Richardson with a score of 171.
Serjeant Richardson shot very steadily throughout
the course, ar.d at one period bid fair to carry off
the prize of best shot of the Regiment.
A nnual C ourse — C asuals, 2nd P arty.
T he second party of Casuals, consisting of -25
men, fired the preliminary 10 rounds of ammunition
on the 6th of October, and obtained an average
of 21-64. The best shots of the party were Bands
man H. Wain 31, Serjeant Barrow 29, and Pte.
Rumens 29.
This same party, with the addition of one man,
commenced its Annual Course of Musketry on the
13th of October, and the whole of them completed
it on the 21st October. The average of the party
was 93*50. The highest scores were as follows :—
200 yards, Pte. Roberts 30, and Serjeant Barrow
28. 300 yards, Ptes. Daykin 30, Lawrie 28, and
Webb 27. 500 yards, Ptes. Lawrie 29, Haddon 27,
Hewitson 27. 600 yards, (first) Pte. Roberts 27,
Serjeant Jupp 25. 600 yards, (second) Serjeant
Barrow 25, and Serjeant Jupp 25. 600 yards,
(third) Serjeant Barrow 29, and Serjeant Jupp 25.
The average in Volley Firing was 3‘
62,in Indepen
dent Firing 5*77, and in Skirmishing 19'65 ; and the
average in Judging Distance Practice 18‘
96, the best
Judges of Distance being Ptes. J. Cameron 26, W.
Hewitson 25, and R. Smith 24.
A man passing through a gateway in the dark, ran against a
post. “I wish that post was in the lower regions,”was his angry
remark. “Better wish it somewhere else,” s id a bystander,
“You might run against it again, you know.”
A S harp R etort.— A shallow and conceited nobleman, observ
ing one day at dinner, a person eminent for his philosophical
talents, intent on choosing the delicacies of the table, said to him,
“W hat! do philosophers love dainties ?” “W hy not ?”returned
the scholar; “Do you think, my lord, that the good things of
this world were made only for blockheads ?”
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THE EXPEDITION TO MAIDANAK.
T H IE following account of am expedition against
soimt of the Afghan hill tribes is taken from Ihe
Bugle, the Regimental Paper of the 51st K ing’
s Own
Light Infantry. It well exemplifies the difficulties
of mountain warfare in general, but more particularly
those of an Afghan Campaign.
“T he following is a short account of the march
from Basawal of three hundred men of the Regiment,
for the purpose of punishing the inhabitants of the
villages of Maidanak, which will perhaps be of some
interest to the readers of our paper. The reason for
the expedition was the punishment of some refractory
Shinwarris, who attacked a survey party under
Lieutenant Leach, R. E., escorted by a Company of
the 45th Seikhs. The party proceeded into the hills,
and were busily engaged in carrying on their survey
operations, when the inhabitants of a so-called friend
ly village suddenly issued forth, and commenced
firing on them. In the skirmish that ensued Lieu
tenant, Barclay, 45th Seikhs, was mortally wounded,
and Lieutenant Leach, R. E., had a bad sword cut
in the arm ; several Sepoys were also wounded, and
one Havildar was killed.
“In consecpience of this, an expedition under the
command of Brigadier-General Tytler, V, C., C. B.
was ordered to proceed and burn the villages where
these men lived. This was Maidanak. It is a largo
cluster of villages with a great many towers, situated
at the month of a valley which runs up into the
snowy ranges of the Safed Koh, and is about 15
miles S. W. of Basawal.
“On the 18th of March, the Regiment escorting
the 40-pounders arrived at Dakka, en route for Jellalabad. There orders were received for 300 men to
march straight
on to Basawal the first thing
O
' on the
following morning, and to there await orders for the
expedition from General Tytler, who was at Barikab.
In consequence of this, B., E., F. and H. Companies
under Lieut.-Coh Ball Acton, with Captains Nugent,
Carter, Wenshire, and Smyth, and Lieutenants
Sparke, Johnson, Lloyd, Kreyer, Thurlow, and But
ler, started at daybreak from Dakka and arrived at
Basawal at about 9 A.M. after rather a hot march.
The Head-Quarters of the Regiment and Elephant
Battery arrived about 12 noon.
“At sunset Captain Rogers, 4th Goorkhas, A. D.
C. to General Tytler, arrived from Barikab with
orders, which were that we, together with 100 men
of the 17th under Captain Moir, and 30 Sabres 11th
B. L., the whole under the command of LieutenantColonel Ball Acton, were to march at midnight to a
village named Chilgozi with one day’
s cooked rations,
1st reserve ammunition, great coats and one blanket
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to be carried on mules.
“This gave us time for a good nap before we
started, and I fancy everyone indulged in one, for
the prospect of a long dreary march at night across
a stony country, cut up by ravines, with no chance
of a sleep, was not calculated to keep one awake, if
one could possibly avoid it.
“At 11T5 p ,m. we paraded, and our troubles first
began by having to cross a nullah just outside the
Camp. After some difficulty in getting our mules
across this place, w7e halted on the road, where wo
were joined by a detachment of the 17th and the
Cavalry. We then made another start, turning off
the road to the left across some fields and ditches
with running water. Here we met with fresh difficul
ties, the mules and doolies coming to awful grief over
the ditches. The halt sounded about every 50 yards,
as loads were constantly coming off and had to bo
put on again, and fifty other mishaps were constant
ly occurring which delayed the column terribly, so
that we really did not go more than one mile an
hour all through the night. So we plodded on in
pitch black darkness, wet footed, sleepy, sulky, and
longing for daylight, which seemed as if it never
would come.”
(To be Continued.)

SOLDIERS’ AND SAILORS’ HOME.
Miss M illar., with her usual good nature, purposes
starting for the amusement of the Soldiers and
Sailors of the garrison, weekly entertainments, and
it is hoped that the men of the Regiment will largely
paaronize them. The following are the programmes
proposed to be carried out during the month of
November, 1879 :—
3rd November,
.
Songs and Readings.
10th
,,
.
Magic Lantern, &c.
17th
,,
.
Songs and Readings.
24t.h
,,
Spiritualism—Spirit, Rapping,
Rope tying, &c.

RELIEF STAMPING,

DIE SINKING,

and

ILLUMINATING
DIES,

FROM

ORDINARY

Executed by Serjeant W. DA WSOEb, 50th Regiment.
D IE SINKING.
Crest and Motto . .
7s.Od. | Monograms, 2 letters 3s. 6d.
I)o. and Arms
l.os.6d. |
Do.
3 letters 5s, Od.
R E L IE F STAM PING.
Stamping in colour from
.
. Is. per 100.
Do.
in gold and silver from .
4s. ,, 100.
Illuminating, gold and one colour from 5s. „ 100.
Do.
Do. and two colours from 7s. ,, 100.
Regimental crest in gold and colours
. 9 for Is.
Do.
inblue
.
.
.1 2 for 6d.
P r in te d b y W. H. T aylor, at th e R e g im e n ta l P ress
fo r C ir cu la tio n in th e R egim en t.
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fPiice T w o v k n c e .

on c o m p le tio n o f th ree m on th s probation.
D IS C H A R G E S .
Page.
B y P urchase.—Ptes. E. Hatt, E. C om pa n y, a n d W. J o h n 
89 sto n e D. C om pan y.
On c o m p le tio n o f 21 y ea rs serv ice.— Pte. G. W eston , G.
C om pan y.
T o 1st C la ss A rm y R eserve.—Pte. O w en B a lco m b e , G.
C om pan y.

C h r o n i c l e o f Cb c nt s .
NOVEM BER.

1st— A party of Recruits commenced a course of
Musketry.
10th—Seed-Lieutenant Stewart with 20 Rank and
File, were struck off duty to go through a course of
Gun Drill.
11th — Medals for Long Service and Good Con
duct presented to Color-Serjeant Locks E Company,
and Private W. Fitch F Company.
17th— Route Marching, via Queen’
s Pat k,aud Duddiugston village. Total distance marched only 7
miles on account of rain.
17th— Serjeant Main and Corporal Webster re
turned to Head Quarters on completion of a course
of Signalling at Aldershot.
20th— Serjeants’Quadiille Party,
24th — Lieutenant and Adjutant F. F. Johnson
rejoined from Leave of Absence.
25th —Lieutenant Arnold with 20 Rank and File
struck off duty to undergo a course of Gun Drill.
26th— Route Marching, via Haytnarket, Cor.-tor[iliiue, and Davidsons Mains.
Total distance 9
miles.

R e g i m e n t a l ( Ga z e t t e .
P R O M O T IO N S A N D A P P O IN T M E N T S .
T o b e C olor-S erjea n t.—S eriea n t J. Jupp, H. C om pan y.
T o be L a n ce-C orp ora ls. — P r o v is io n a l L a n c e - C o r p o r a l
W. A u d sley F. C om p a n y , to b e L a n ce - C o r p o r a l w ith pay,
Pte. H. W e b b B. C om p a n y , (provisional.)
T o be P ion eer.—Pte. G. S h ip p e y A. C om pan y.
TRA N SFERS.
Serjeant E. M o s s to p e rm a n e n t Staff o f W e st K ent M ilitia

Leave of Absence has been granted to the under
mentioned Officer during the month.
B t.-M ajor M. A. C larke from 213t to 29th D ecem b er.

II is Royal Highness the -Conimatider-in-Chief has
been pleased to approve of the following Non-Commissioned Officers and Men being permitted to con
tinue tluir services after completion of 21 years
Service.
A rm o u rer S erjean t C. D on n elly, H. C om pa n y.
S erjea n t E d w in Veal, E. Com pan y.
S erjea n t Josiah Leak, E. C om pan y,
P riv a te Jam es Balls, C. Com pan y.
P riv a te Is a a c H errin, G. C om pan y.
B IR T H S .
O c to b e r 10th, at C irencester, th e w ife o f S e r je a n t- M a jo r
T h o m a s Duffy, R o y a l N orth G lo ste r M ilitia, o f a d au gh ter.
N o v e m b e r 24th, at E d in bu rgh , th e w ife o f P r iv a te W.
A dam s, B. C o m p a n y o f a daughter.
M A R R IA G E S .
N o v e m b e r 7th, at E d in b u rg h , D r u m m e r W illia m G reen,
E. C o m p a n y to H e le n D ic k so n o f E d in b u rg h .
N o v e m b e r 22ud, at E d in b u rg h , D r u m m e r J a m e s Vale, B.
C om pan y, to Isa b e lla W ilso n o f E d in b u rg h .
DEATH.
N o v e m b e r 20th, at J o h n sto n e T erra ce, H on ora , w ife o f
P riv a te C h arles B oulton, B an dsm an, H. C om p a n y .

SOLDIERS’ HOME.
Miss Millar regrets that the Spiritualistic enter
tainment announced for the 24th November, lias
been unavoidably postponed until the 22nd of De
cember. She is much gratified by the manner in
which military volunteers have come forward to her
assistance ; and she begs to thank them and to express
the hope that many others will follow their example.
The programme for December is as follows : Mon
day, December 1st— Music and Readings; 8th
— Magic Lantern ; 15th— Music and Readings; 22nd
— Spiritualism : 29th — Christmas and New Year
Entertainment.
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THE BORE STONE.
m l l l S interesting historical relic is now placed beside tlie foot*■path nearly opposite Merchistoa Castle on the Glencurso road.
Shortly before the Battle of Flod len (1513) the Scottish Army
encamped on the Boroughmuir, which extended from the Maadows
to the Braid Hills, and the shaft of the Royal Standard of Scotland
was sunk into this stone. For many years it remained on the
same spot, after which it was built into a wall near at hand.
Erom this ignoble position it was rescued in 1852 by John Stewart
Forbes Esq. of Pitsligo, and placed on its present site. It now
surmounts the wall at the highest point of the road, and a short
account of its history is given on an iron tablet underneath.
‘
•Highest and midmost was descried.
The royal banner floating wide ;
The staff a pine tree, strong and straight,
Pitched deeply in a massive stone.
Which still in memory is shown,
Yet bent beneath the standatd’
s weight.
AVhene'er the western wind enroll’
d.
With toil the huge and cumbrous fold,
Anil gave to view the dazzling field.
Where, in proud Scotland's Royal shield,
The ruddy lion ramp’
d in gold.”
M a r m io n .

— :(TI k “ Q u e e n ’s (Dtol n” 6 a $ f t t e : —
E d in b u rg h Castle, 1st N o v em b er, 1879.

A S so ninny efforts have been made during recent
■^years to “Germanize” our Army, it may be of
interest to our readers to receive a short account of
the system of administration that has been so suc
cessfully adopted by the first military power in
Europe. In Germany Military considerations are
all-important, a large armv is absolutely indispensible to the safety of the Empire, and it is hardly less
necessary that such an Army should be kept at the
least possible expense. To attain these results the
Germans have adopted the conscription and short
serv.ee, and the forces are localized to facilitate
recruiting, as well as for economical reasons. In
Germany every man is liable to be called upon to
serve in the Army or Navy, between the ages of 17
and 42, though as a matter of fact recruits are sel
dom called out until they have attained their twentieth
year. To prevent evasion of this law, clergymen or
others in charge of registers of births, have to send
to certain authorities appointed by Government, an
extract from their register, showing the births for
the past year. This is entered in the general regis
ter which is made out annually.
In it the towns,
villages, parishes, etc., are given alphabetically, the
names of all persons born within each during the
year, being also entered in alphabetical order. ri bus
the authorities are able to tell at once who are liable

to serve. Should a recruit neglect to appear when
called upon to serve, a tiling he dare not do if R
Germany, a note is made of the fact, and if found in
the country at any subsequent date, he is tried fu
tile offence and probably sentenced to several vears
confinement in a fortress with hard labour. Though
nominally all Germans are liable to be called upon
to serve, it. by no means follows that all do so, as
besides exemptions in special cases the number of
young men who yearly become liable to the con
scription, is usually in excess of the number required
to fill the ranks. In districts where this occurs,
recruits are balloted for, men who gain the lucky
numbers being exempted from serving with the
colours, though still liable to service with the
Reserves. Students of theology, only sons and pro
fessors are generally exempted from active service,
and the eldest of two brothers has usually a like
privilege. A curious exception is made in the ease
of Quakers, who, though not required to fight, are
made useful as Hospital Orderlies. S.twice in the
standing army lasts seven years, three with the
colours, and four with the Reserve, except in the
case of the one year volunteers, young men of good
character who have previously passed a severe
examination to entitle them to such a privilege.
They consist chiefly of the sous of the gentry and
better class of tradesmen who volunteer for one year
to avoid the continued liability to service. They
have to provide their own clothing, equiqinent, food
and lodging— in fact pay the whole of their expenses,
government merely providing them with arms. The
number of one year volunteers who enter the service
averages from 4000 to 5000 men. Another excep
tion is made in the case of persons who are qualify
ing themselves as teachers in the elementary schools,
who fulfil their obligation to service by six weeks
drill with a Regiment of Infantry, after which they
pass into the Reserve for seven years.
On the completion of his three years service with
the colours, the German soldier passes into the Re
serve, or technically speaking, he goes on furlough
for the remainder of his seven years service, and
may then enter into into civil employ. Whilst in the
Reserve he has to attend two trainings, (annually)
each of which lasts from four to eight, weeks. Hav
ing served four years in the Reserve, the German
soldier passes into the Landvvehr (or 2nd class reserve)
service, which lasts five years, during which p e r i o d
the men belonging to it are liable to be called up
twice, for from eight to fourteen day’
s drill, <»
’
during first year to join the depot, if reserves
are not sufficient. The Landwehr Cavalry is never
called out in peace time. His service in the Laiidwelir completed, the soldier passes into the 1st class
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of the Landsturm, (or 3rd class reserve) where he
remains until his forty-second year. The Landsturm
is only called out in cases of great emergency, and
having passed through it no German is liable to any
further military service, unless the calling out of the
Reserves, Landwehr, and Landsturm, have failed to
drive out an invading enemy. Germany is divided
into several military districts, each of which is pro
vided with one or more Army Corps, and recruits
join the Corps and Regiment that belongs to their
district. An exception is made to this rule in the
case of the Guard Corps, which is recruited from the
whole empire, recruits being chosen for their size
and good character. They pass through the Reserve,
Landwehr, and Landsturm corresponding to their
Corps, and in case of mobilization they join the same
C o r p s , Regiment, and
Company to which they
originally belonged. The following particulars show
how this is carried out :—
Peace establishment of a Battalion— 514, excluding Officers.
I)o.
of a Regiment— 3 Battalions, 1553, including Staff.
Each Regiment passes annually from 500-550 men to the
Reserve, Service in the Reserve four years. Thus the Reserve
- 500 X 4, or 2000 (about), about 400 of these are passed into
the Landwehr annually. On declaration of War the Regiment
is raised to 3,005 men, and a depot Battalion of 1002 men is
formed. To provide these there are—
In the ranks
1553 men.
2000
Trained
Reserves
,Untrained
.
400*
From the Landwehr (men of 1st year) 400

„

Total

... 4353

When a corps is mobilized it is divided into Field
Troops and Garrison Troops. The former consist of
men actually serving with the colours when the
order for mobilization is given, and men on furlough ;
their duty is active service in the field ; the hitter are
formed from the Landwehr and untrained Reserves;
these have to do garrison duty, defend home terri
tory, and guard the communications.
When a
Battalion, Squadron, or Battery of the Field Troops
has lost 10 per cent of its total strength, it sends to
the Depot for drafts, and thus it sometimes happens
that not only are all the men of the 1st class Reserve
disposed of, but (as occurred in the late Franco-Ger
man War) even men of the Landwehr are drafted
into the Field Army. In Germany, as elsewhere,
rooch difficulty has been experienced in obtaining a
sufficient supply of good Non-Commissioned Officers.
*("•) Men below the standard of height, though otherwise fit to
serve.
((>■
) Men specially exempted by regulation.
(c ) Men who have drawn lucky numbers by ballot, in excess of
the annual contingent.
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The majority of them are formed of re-engaged men.
Only Non-Commissioned Officers, or men likely to
become good Non-Commissioned Officers are allowed
to re-engage in Germany, but such men are en
couraged to do so. A considerable number also
come from the schools. Volunteers in their 18th
year are admitted to the Non-Commissioned Officers’
schools for a course of training, or. the understand
ing that they are to serve seven years with the
colours, the time passed in .school counting towards
service. The inducements offered are a slight in
crease of pay on re-engagement, and government I
employ on discharge, on the Railways, in the Post [
Office, etc., on completion of 12 years service. The
rates of pay of Non-Commissioned Officers in the
Ge rman Army are as follows :—
Serjeant Major .
.
£36 0s. 0d,
Acting Serjeant Major, £27 0s. | Serjeant
.
.
£21 12s
Corporal
.
.
£15 Os. | Lance-Corporal
.
£7 4s
A Private soldier in the German Army draws pay to the
amount of £0 6s. a year, or rather more than 4'f. a day, out of
which a daily stoppage of 1\d. is made for messing expenses. A
re-engaged Private obtains an increase of pay of Is. 6d. a month,
which brings his yearly pay to £7 4s.

It will thus be seen that a German soldier is much
worse paid than an English one, and in a former article
it was lately shown that he has to work much harder
tor what he does get. The reason for this is of
course that in Germany Government takes what men
it requires, whether they will or no, whilst with us
voluntary enlistment entails some inducement to
enlist. Germany is also a much poorer country than
England, and money can therefore be made to go
further, so that a German can probably get as much
for his 2\d. as an Englishman can for 4d, in this
country. Still the pay is miserably poor, and most
men receive some help from friends at home.
The average German recruit has many good military qualities
and as a general rule he developes into a very fair soldier
The country is so intensely military that the German is accus
tomed to strict discipline from his earliest youth, and consequently
when lie does join the colours he gives little trouble, and serious
crime is almost unknown. Though not clever, he is industrious,
plodding, and comparatively speaking, sober. 11is wants are easily
satisfied in the way of food, and he is seldom given to grumbling;
iu fact lie is a simple, practical, good-natured fellow, inclined to
look at the bright side of things, and take life easily, though
capable of working hard enough on occasion. His appearance is
somewhat slovenly to an English eye, and his barrack room is no
model of order; still his good qualities greatly exceed his defects,
and history has shown that he possesses such a strong determination
and tenacity of purpose, that he is hard to conquer, and still harder
to subdue; quick to recover from reverses, and ever ready to
return and once more try conclusions with the enemy.
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HISTORICAL RECORD OF THE
50TH (THE QUEEN’S OWN) REGIMENT.
Letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Walker, 50th Regiment, to
Colonel Torrens.
THE
“ S ir ,

BA TTL E

OF

Y1MIERA.

The very particular circumstances by which
the 50th Regiment was distinguished at the battle of
Yimiera, induced me to hope that it would in due
time have been honored with the Royal permission
to bear the name of that action. But it lias only
been since the 29th Regiment received a similar per
mission for that of Roleia, that I have learnt that it
is not usual to make such a grant without an appli
cation on the part of the Regiment, at the time that
appeared in the Gazette. I was laboring under the
severe sufferings of several wounds at Badajoz,
and unable to make this application, and I had the
additional regret of having been in some measure
instrumental in retarding the consideration of the
claims of this gallant Regiment, from my ignorance
of the means of forwarding them. It is but lately
that my health has permitted me to write, and I now
feel extremely awkwardly circumstanced, in being
obliged to detail facts in which my own name, as
Commanding Officer of the Regiment at the time,
necessarily occurs so often. As I am, however, con
fident they are correct, I feel it my duty no longer
to delay submitting them for the information of His
Royal Highness the Commander-in Chief, relying
upon his powerful recommendation, that His Royal
Highness the Prince Regent will be induced to take
the annexed memoir into his Royal consideration,
and under the peculiar circumstances of the case, be
graciously pleased to confer on the 50th Regiment
the additional title of Yimiera, or at least permission
to wear the name.on its Colors. As the particulars
of that part of the Action of Vimiera in which the
50th was more especially engaged are not before
the public, the annexed narrative appears necessary,
the correctness of which will I trust be found ; and
to this is subjoined a Copy of the Enemy’
s Order of
Battle of that day, signed by Chariot, one of the
Brigadiers, and afterwards confirmed by himself and
General Loison, Commander of the Column opposed
to this Regiment, with their memoranda (as stated in
the margin) of some subsequent changes of Regiments
previous to the Action, which paper, compared with
the Strength of those Regiments in the Embarkation
Returns given in after the Convention, can leave
little doubt of their force when at Vimiera, being
moderately calculated at 5307, the 50th by whom
they were routed, not exceeding 600 men. Permit
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me now Sir to request your aid in forwarding an
object I have so much at heart, in favor of a Regi
ment which I had the satisfaction of recruiting and
forming, and which has never lost an opportunity of
distinguishing itself since first I had the honor of
Commanding it.
I have the honor to be, &c.,
G. T. Walker, Lt.-Colonel 50th Regiment,
& Major-General.”
In Sir Arthur W ellesley’
s despatch where the
position of the Army previous to the action of the
21st August 1808 is described, it may be observed
that General Fane occupied a hill in front of the
whole with the 50th Regiment and his Riflemen, the
latter then consisting of four Companies of the 95th
Regiment, and a Battalion of the 60th. This Bat
talion, however, when the left of the line advanced
was ordered away for its support, and three Com
panies out of the four of the 95th being then em
ployed on Picket or sent to its support in the Wood
in its front (when attacked by Kellerman’
s Division),
the 50th Regiment with a single Company of the
95th were left alone to defend the hill, supported,
however, by three Guns under the immediate direc
tion of Lieutenant-Colonel Robe, R. A.
For
altho ugh Brigadier-General Anstruther’
s Brigade
having been posted during the night behind the hill
in rear of the right of this position, the 97th, one of
his Regiments, just (as was afterwards learnt)
received orders to advance and take up the alignment
vacated by the 60th, this movement was not executed
till some time after the 50th Regiment was engaged.
The Enemy’
s attack having commenced by an
endeavour to force the pickets in front, BrigadierGeneral Fane permitted Colonel Walker to take two
of his Companies to support that of the 50th, together
with which they were afterwards obliged to retire to
a rising ground, a little advanced from the rest of
the position, when the excellent and incessant fire
from the detachment contributed in the sequel very
materially to the success of the action, in attracting
the attention of the Enemy to that flank during the
Manoeuvre performed on the right. In consequence
of the absence of three Companies, the others of the
Left Wing were necessarily extended with intervals on
the most commanding ground, so as to cover the
passage to the Town. Thus situated, a massive
column of the Enemy, composed of five Regiments
in close order of Half Battalions, supported by seven
pieces of cannon, and under the Command of General
of Division Loison, was making a rapid march
towards the Hill, and though much shaken by the
steady fire of the Artillery, after a abort pause be
hind a height to recover, again continued its advance
till Lieut.-Colonel Robe, no longer able to use the

THE

QUEEN’
S OWKf

Guns, considered them lost. Till this time the 50th
had remained at ordered arms, but as it was impos
sible on the ground on which they stoood, to con
tend against so very superior a force, and Colonel
Walker having observed the enemy’
s column to incline
towards the left, proposed to Brigadier-General Fane
to attempt turning its flank by a Wheel of the Right
Wing. Permission for this being obtained, the wing
was immediately thrown into Echelon of Companies
of about four paces, to the left. The rapidity of the
Enemy’
s advance, and their having already opened a
confused though very hot fire from the flank of their
column, was such that, though only two Companies
of the Wing had formed, these were so nearly in con
tact with, and bearing on the angle of the column,
that Colonel Walker, thinking no time was to be
lost, ordered an immediate Volley and a Charge.
The result exceeded his most sanguine expectation.
The angle was instantly broken. The drivers of
Three Guns advanced in front, alarmed at the fire in
rear, cutting the traces of their horses rushed back
with them, carrying additional confusion amongst the
Enemy. By the time the Three outer Companies
arrived to take part in the charge, the rout had
become general. Then this immense mass, so threat
ening in its approach a few minutes before, became
in an instant an ungovernable mob, carrying off its
Officers, and flying like a flock of sheep, almost
without resistance for upwards of two miles, when
on clearing a wood, Colonel Walker, observing a
party of Cavalry drawn up on a small plain and
threatening his flank, deemed it necessary to put a
stop to the pursuit; as a party of the 20th Dragoons
which had previously joined it, had already, by get
ting entangled in a wood, suffered too seriously to
be capable of affording any further assistance.
Having from hence reported his situation, and re
ceived Brigadier-General Fane’
s orders, Colonel
Walker retired with the Regiment to his former posi
tion, while the enemy continued their retreat in an
eastward direction away from their resources. The
immediate result of the success of the 50th Regiment,
including the assistance derived from the Artillery,
during the advance of the enemy, and from the 20th
Light Dragoons in their retreat, was 1000 killed,
360 prisoners, and 6 pieces of cannon, the Regiment
not mustering at the time 900 men in the field, the
enemy’
s column being considerably over 5000, Gener
al Anstruther’
s Brigade on the right having been too
fully occupied with the attack of Kellerman’
s reserve
to take any steps whatever in the immediate support
of the 50th Regiment. And that it may not be
imagined that the numbers of the Enemy are here
merely mentioned at hazard, a copy of the Order of
-Battle found on a French Colonel killed in the action,
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countersigned by Chariot, one of the Brigadiers of
the Division, and afterwards acknowledged by him
personally, will accompany this statement, on -which
it is only necessary to remark that from this infoimation and that of General Loison, the subsequent
changes of Regiments mentioned in the margin, took
place early in the morning of the action.
When this paper is compared with the Embarkation Return of
the Enemy, given in after the Convention, where, independent of
the 1071 sick in the Hospitals, among whom must have been
many wounded, and after all the loss of killed and prisoners, the
strength of the Regiments engaged under Loison yet remained at
3947— their number in action cannot be overrated. Sir Arthur
Wellesley having been occupied with the Left Wing of the Army
during the operation, and separated by a ravine and woods from
the position of the 50th Regiment, was not made acquainted with
the particulars here detailed at the time his despatches were
written, having then only learnt generally what he therein states—
aThattheEnemy were checked and driven back only by the bayonets
of that Corps,”but having afterwards heard the whole from General
Loison himself (who particularly requested to be made acquainted
with Colonel Walker) he did him the honor to send for him, and
expressed his regret at not having received earlier information,
but assured him that he would not fail to make His M ajesty’
s
Ministers well acquainted with the facts, which he afterwards
learnt from Lord Castlereagh, had been done. The circumstances
however, though never officially before the public, are so well
known to the whole of the Army, that full proof of the correctness
of this narrative must at all times be easy. Major-General Fane,
however, who then commanded the Advanced Guard, is still in
England. This Officer saw the whole and can confidently be
referred to, or should more be required, there can be no difficulty
iu a reference to the Marquis Wellington, where confirmation is
certain.

(Signed)
G. T. Walker, Lt.-Colonel, 50th Regiment, &Major-General.
October 17th, 1812.
The following letters were received from the Horse Guards in
answer to this application.
Copy.
Horse Guards;
2nd November, 1812.
Sir,

I have had the honor to receive and lay before the Cotnmander-in-Chief your letter and the enclosure of the 17th ultimo
and am directed to acquaint you in reply that it has been sub
mitted and since approved by the Prince R e g en t; that in conse
quence of the distinguished conduct of the 50th Regiment at the
Battle of Vimiera, that Regiment should be permitted to bear on
their Colors and appointments, the name o f the Action in which
they'behaved with so'much Gallantry.
I have the honor to be,
Major-General
etc., etc., etc.,
G. T. Walker.
(Signed)
I-Ieury Torrens.
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Horse G uards ;
20th November, 1812.
Sir,
In reply to your letter of the loth Inst., I have the honor
to acquaint you that the Commander-in-Chief fully appreciates
the services and particularly distinguished conduct of the 50th
Regimout in the battle of Vimiera, but Ilis Royal Highness does
not consider it expedient that the Corps should bear that name
otherwise than on the Colors.
I have the honor to be,
Major-General
etc., etc., etc.,
G. T. Walker.
(Signed)
Henry Torrens.
Captain Arthur G. Coote of the 50th was killed whilst gallantly
leading on his Company, and 2 Serjeants, 2 Corporals, 1 Drummer
and 38 Privates belonging to the Regiment, were either killed on
the spot or mortally wounded.
Amongst the wounded were
Major Hill and Lieutenants Watson and Wilson. The British
force present at Vimiera amounted to about 17.000 men, and
there were also 1(500 Portuguese troops in the field ; but these
latter, as well as the 1st and 5th British Brigades were not en
gaged. The French Army under Juuot numbered rather less,
(about 15,000) but they were better provided with Cavalry and
Artillery. The British loss amount® 1to exactly 720 of all ranks
the French loss being estimated at 1800 in killed and wounded
alone ; they also lost many prisoners, including General Brennier;
fourteen cannon wete also taken. The daj’after the battle
(August 22nd, 1808) the French opened negotiations with Sir
How Dalrymple, the new British Commander, which led to the
signing of the Convention of Cintra on the 30th of August, an
agreement by which the French were allowed to evacuate Portu
gal. In a letter to the Duke of York, (Wellington Despatches)
Sir Arthur Wellesley thus speaks of Vimiera.—
“I cannot say too much in favour of the troops; their gallantry
and discipline were equally conspicuous, and I must add that this
is the only action that I have ever been in in which everything
pa-sed as it was directed ; and no mistake was made by any of the
Officers charged with its conduct.”
(To be Continued.)

THE

EXPEDITION

TO

MAIDANAK.

(Continued from our last number.)

\ FTER crossing about a dozen water courses, and
^ stu m b lin g over stones and bushes innumerable, we
at last saw a walled village looming in the darkness
in front of us: we thought we were nearing our des
tination, but no, it was only Peshbolak, known to be
only five miles from Basawal. As we had to go
twelve miles before effecting a junction with MajorGeneral Tytler at Chilgozi, this was not cheering.
However, it now began to dawn, and we could see
our way better, and got on a bit faster, but the rear
of the column was not visible to those in front, so
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terribly had we straggled. However, Colonel Acton
determined to push on the advanced party, so we
went steadily on, and after passing through several
villages whose inhabitants looked anything but
friendly, but who watched us passively, we at length
arrived at Chilgozi about 8.30 a .m . on the mornimr
of the 20th March, where we found General Tytler
and his column, who had arrived about three-quarters
of an hour before us, after an equally tiring and
troublesome march from Barikbab. The Rear Guard
got in about 9'30 a .m . General Tytler’
s column
consisted of about 200 of the l-17th, 100 4th Goorkhas, 100 27th P. N. L, one Company of Sappers
and Miners, 2 guns Dyce’
s Mountain Battery (11-9
R. A.) and 2 guns DeLatour’
s Hazara Mountain
Battery with an escort of the 45th Sikhs ; a nice
compact little force, numbering in all about 1000
Infantry and 4 guns. Here we stopped till 10.30
a .m . and had a bit of a sleep and some food.
We
then moved on to our bivouac ground and prepared
to advance against Maidanak, General Tytler leading
the way with his column. We crossed a stream and
advanced along the heights on the opposite side,
dropping flanking parties and vedettes on our right,
in order to intercept the enemy if he bolted that way.
The Regiment and Hazara Mountain Battery halted
about 1,500 yards from the main village immediately
in front of it. There we remained for the rest of the
day, whilst the General and Cavalry went on to the
village, whose inhabitants, however, cleared out and
were seen clustering on a hill in rear, and we expect
ed they would fight, but they did not—on the con
trary they “came in,” as is the custom of these
gentlemen when afraid of being hurt. They were
fined Rs. 1,500 and had three of their towers blown
up, and then we walked quietly back to our bivouac
at Chilgozi. Thus ended the famous Maidanak ex
pedition, which from a political point of view may
have been an immense success, but from a military
and outside view was rather throwing away and
thoroughly^ exhausting by unnecessary hard work, a
fine serviceable body of men. However, we all slept
very soundly that night in peace and quietness, and
enjoyed our a/ frssco dinner immensely, and woke m
excellent health and spirits the following morning.
Rumours were flying about that we were to stay out
for another day, to talk to another village that was
reported to have furnished a contingent to the force
that attacked Lieutenant Leach. However, this was
soon dispelled, for on the bugle sounding for orders,
we learnt that we were to march back to Barikhab at
9\30 a .m ., which we did, and after a very long hot
march, in which both officers and men were rather
done up, we arrived at our destination at about 2.30
p .m .
However, in spite of the length and heat of the
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march, m u c h t o th ei r c r e d i t b e it said, n o m en o f o u r s
fell out.
At B ar ik l ia b w e f o u nd all o u r t e n t s p i t c h e d and
our b a g g a g e there, a n d a s w e w e r e v er y tired it w a s a
irreal b o o n to b e a bl e t o turn in s t r a i g h t a n d have a
(rood s le ep w i t h o u t a c h a n c e o f b e i n g d i s t u r b e d .
T he mor al t o b e d e r i v e d f r o m all this is never if
possible t o m a r c h at n i g h t with b a g g a g e , f o r if y o u
do, it is i m p o s s i b l e to k e e p the rear c l o s e d up, and
the c o n s e q u e n t halts in front, r e d u c e th e r a te o f
marching t o little m o r e than a mile an hour.
I t hi nk
the e x pe r i e n c e w e have g a i n e d d u r i n g this c a m p a i g n
of night m a r c h e s t e a c h e s us this.
H o w e v e r , it is
not always p o s s i b l e to a v oi d n i g h t m ar c he s , and if it
js absolutely n ec e s s a r y that o n e s ho ul d be d o n e , then
the b a g g a g e s h o u l d s ta r t at d a y l i g h t with a sufficient,
escort.
By this it is o b v i o u s t h at bo th c o l u m n and
bag ga g e w oul d g e t to their de st i na t i on qu ic ker . T h e
men, too, w o u l d c o m e i n t o a c t io n m u c h f r e s h e r than
if they had be en de la y ed , harassed, a n d w o r r i e d
throughout a l o n g n i g h t by c o n t i n u a l halts.

GENERAL ORDERS,
B y H is R oyal H

ighness the

F ield -Marshal

C o m MAND l NG-1N-C HIE P.
1st NOVEM BER, 1879.

G. 0.

128.—Army

Act, 1879.—

Discipline

and R egulation

I.— With Reference to para. 14, In
structions “A,”of the Recruiting Instructions which
accompanied G.O. 32 of 1873, it is to be understood
that when once a recruit is notified out of t he pay of
the Recruiting Sub-District in which lie enlisted, the
Officer Commanding the corps which he is sent to
join, is to report him as a deserter, should he desert
D eser ter s.

en routs,

II.—The recruit’
s attestation will be retained by
the Officer Commanding the corps he is ordered to
join, who will ret urn the W.O. Form 975 altered
to meet the case.
G.O. 131.— E mbarkation.— R egimental B aggage .

I.— All military baggage must in future be ear
ned in rectangular boxes, to be made in accordance
with patterns which have been approved and deposited
in the pattern room at the Royal Army Clothing
Factory, Pimlico.
D-—The boxes are four in number, of the followtng dimensions, outside measurement :
No. 1— 3ft. Gin. by 2ft. 2in. by 2ft. = 1 5 cubic ft., or 3cvvt.
of baggage.
No. 2—3ft. 4in. by 1ft. 10in. by T8ft. = 1 0 cubic ft., or 2cwt.
Tof baggage.
No. 3—2ft. Gin. by 2ft Oil), by lft. = 5 cubic ft., or lewt.
of baggage.
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No. 4—2ft, 2in. by I ft.
O^cwt, o( baggage.

2in. by lft.

96 j
=

2}j cubic ft., or j

III.—On and after 1st April 1880, no baggage i
will be accepted for shipment with troops embarking j
which does not conform to this regulation. Casks, j
vats, crates, hampers, and similar packages, an* al- r
together prohibited, as also are padlocks, cording, j
cleats for rope handles, and other projections, as 1
they cause loss of stowage room.
I V.— The following will be embarked as exceptions j
to the dimensions authorized :— Ann chests, Lance '
chests, Tool chests, Forge, Officers bedstead, Valise I
for Officer’
s bedding, Officer’
s tub, Bullock t r u n k s , \
Portmanteaus, tin Uniform cases, and Musical lustra- ;
merit cases. Cubic measurement of each package to '
be marked in paint outside.
V. — Cases at present in possession of Officers may j
be retained if approved by the Commanding Officer, •
and marked with the number of the nearest equiva
lent pattern, but not to exceed 15 cubic feet. New
cases, when required, must be according to regulation.
VI.
—Commanding Officers :)re
cause t be alt eration of boxes to be carried out, in order to bring
them in conformity with the above instructions.
VII.
— Each article must, have distinctly p a in te d
upon it in front the name and rank of the owner, or }
department of the1corps to which it belongs, and on
the top the nature of the contents, such as “personal
baggage,” “band stores,” and on each end the size
number 1, 2, 3, or 4.
VIII.
— Two articles of baggage for each Officer
will be allowed as cabin baggage.; these are not to
exceed the size and shape of Regulation box No. 3,
and are to be included in the Officer’
s total allowance
of baggage,
IX.
— The embarkation on board ship, whether at
home or abroad, of anv baggage in excess of the
quantities allowed by Clause 185, Army Circulars,
1878, is forbidden, and that part of paragraph 30,
Section 17, Queen’
s Regulations and Orders tortile
Army, 1873, relating to the shipment of excess bag
gage, is cancelled.
X.
—Officers Commanding troops about to embark are to take
care tiiat. nothing- beyond what is allowed by regulations, either in
quantity or dimensions, is under any pretence sent to tbe place of
embarkation.
X I.
—They are to prepare a list of the baggage (showing cubic
measurement) intended to be shipped, and send it to the Genera!
Commanding the District in which the port of embarkation is
situated.
X II.
— The Staff Officer superintending the embarkation will
take care tiiat nothing in excess of regulation is allowed to be
placed on hoard, and he will also keep a record of baggage em
barked by individual Officers or others not arriving with the troops.
I
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Independent. Firing 4.49, and 12‘
86 in Skirmishing
and in Judging Distance Practice the average was
24.16. 9 men out of the whole obtained 70 points
and thus qualified to fire with their Companies
whilst the remaining 15 failed to obtain that number
G .O . 136— P romotion o f N on-Com missi oned O f f i 
and consequently remain 3rd class shots.
c e r s .— T he i n s t r u c t i o n s laid d o w n in G.O. 9 o f 1879,
R e c ku i t s — 7 t h Pakty .
as t o the p r o m o t i o n o f N o n - C o m m i s s i o n e d Of f ic e rs
T h i s party consisting of 12 men commenced Rail
s t a t i o n e d at h o m e, a re a p p l i c a b l e a l s o t o th e a p p o i n t 
Fil ing on the 1st November, but of t his number 6
m e n t o f d r u m m e r s o r b u gl e r s .
were sent back for further instruction, after firing 10
G .O . 137.— R e g im e n t a l D e f a u l t e r B o o k . —
rounds. 9 men completed the course on the ]2th
I.
— R e d u c t i o n t o a l o w e r g r a d e f o r an offence,November, with a Figure of Merit of 102-55. The
u n d e r s e c t i o n 175 o f t h e A r m y D i s c i p l i n e a nd R e g u 
average in Volley Firing amounted to 12'22, in In.
lation Act, 1879, e i th er by s e n t e n c e o f a C o u r t - M a r 
dependent Firing to 13’
55, and 7.55 in Skirmishing.
The average in Judging Distance Practice was 20*88.
tial, o r by o r d e r o f th e C o m m a u d e r - i n - C h i e f , will,
'l'lie best scores at the various distances were as fob
e q u a l l y with r e d u c t i o n t o the ranks, i n v o l v e an e n t r y
in the R e g i m e n t a l D e f a u l t e r B o o k.
lows :—100 yards, Ptes. T. Pilkingtuu 34, J. Smith
200 yards. Smith 28, Pilkingfon 27. 300
II.
— S e c t i o n 23, para. 31 b, ol th e “Q u e e n ’
s R e g u 34.

yards,
Smith 29, Pilkingfon 25. 400 yards, J
l at io ns and O r d e r s f o r th e A r m y 1873,” will be
Campbell
25, J. Palmer 20. 500 yards, G. Forster
am ended accordingly
18, Pilkingfon 18. 600 yards. Smith 24, CommerG.O. 138.— R eturns .— I.
T h e n om i n a l roll whic h
ford 18. The best Judges of Distance were J. Pal
is r e q ui r e d b y s e c t i o n 17, para. 112 A l , “Q u e e n ’
s
mer 26, and McMahon 23. The final classification
R e g u l a t i o n s an d O r d e r s for th e A rm y, 1873,” on t h e
resulted as follows:—in Target Practice 1st class 3,
arri val o f d e t a c h m e n t s f r o m a br o ad, will in f u t u re be
2nd 4, 3rd 2 ; in Judging Distance Practice 1st
p r e p a r e d on W. O. F o r m 93, w h ic h has be en e s t a b 
class 1, 2nd 8.
G.O. 135— M usketry I nstruction .— N o . 1497,
S e r j e a n t A l e x a n d e r S i l m o n d , 72nd F o o t , w h o w a s
the b e s t s h o t o f th e A r m y f o r the year 1877-8, lias
b e e n a w a r d e d the p r i z e o f £20 and the s i l v er medal.

lished f o r th e p ur p o s e .

II.
— S p e c i m e n filled-in f o r m s o f the n om in al roll,
d i s e m b a r k a t i o n re tur n o f d e t a c h m e n t s , and ration
return, will b e p la c ed u n d e r c h a r g e o f the Naval
P a y m a s t e r in e ach o f H e r M a j e s t y ’
s I nd ia n and I m 
perial t r o o p ships, fo r the g u i d a n c e o f th e Of fic er in
c o m m a n d o f the t r o o p s , w h o s h o u l d a p p l y t o the
P a y m a s t e r for t h e s e s p e c i m e n s to a s s i s t him in p r e 
p a r i n g th e retur n d u r i n g th e v o y a g e ho me , a n d be
c a r e f u l to return t h e m w h en d o n e with.
III.
— A <1r a w e r in th e c a bi n o f t h e Of fic er C o m 
m a n d i n g th e t r o o p s on bo ar d, will b e set a p a r t for
the c u s t o d y o f returns a n d d o c u m e n t s r e l a t i n g to
them, a n d will be m a r k e d a c c o r d i n g l y , and fur nis he d
with a l o c k and key.
IV.
— O n e nomi na l roll is t o b e p r e p ar e d, i n c l u d i n g
t he d e t a c h m e n t s e m b a r k e d and t heir f a m i l i e s ; and
a n o t h e r i n c l u d i n g men and families o f Royal Artillsrv
only, 'l'lie latter is t o be s e n t b y th e St aff Of ficer
s u p e r i n t e n d i n g the d i s e m b a r k a t i o n t o t h e D e p u t y
A d j u t a n t - G e n e r a l o f R o y a l H o r s e Ar ti ll er y , H o r s e
G u a r d s , W a r Office.

all

MUSKETRY.
O n the 18lh o f O c t o b e r , 1879, 24 thir d c l a s s s h o t s
c o m m e n c e d a c o u r s e o f M u s k e t r y , a nd fi ni shed firing
o n th e 10th o f N o v e m b e r .
T h e y o b t a i n e d an a v e r a g e
o f 60’
04. T h e a v e r a g e in V o l l e y F i r i n g w a s 2.19,

DOUBLE

ACROSTIC.

Floating proudly in th * breeze.
’
M id the storm of shot and sh e llinspiring on, brave manly hearts,
To Victory— or death and hell.
I.
Equation of dimensions two :
I f not, square, it may *>e so.
II.
If on this point you can’
t agree,
Draw a line and then you’
ll see.
III.
A Scottish measure—it is no doubt
An English too ; p-ay tied it out.
IV.
Lo ! on the mountain’
s brow,
I sang a merry si rain !
The music, oh ! so sweet,
Came track to me again.
V.

An English King: from thence he came.
An Emperor too has born •this name.
VI.
Whene’
er I cross this river,
And this bri 'ge with wooden piers,
Lik- the odour of brine from the ocean,
Conies the thought of other years.
M ars.

Answers to the above should be sent to the Editor of The
Queens Oicn Gazette before the 24lh of the month.

