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fUginwntal
1 s t B A T T A L IO N .
P r o m o te d C o r p o r a l—L a n c e - C o r p o r a ls A . N e v a r d , 6 th
N o v e m b e r; I . W r e n , 6 th N o v e m b e r ; E . M a n sfie ld , 8 th
N o v em b e r.
A p p o in te d L a n c e - C o r p o r a l — P r i v a t e s J . M cG ee, 1 4 th
N o v e m b e r : G. B ro o k e r, E . H a r r is o n , A. C o tte rill, R . L id d le ,
W. N u rs e , a n d H . C ra w fo rd , 2 3 r d N o v e m b e r.
2 n d B A T T A L IO N .
P r o m o te d
N o v em b e r.

C o lo r - S e r g e a n t— S e r g e a n t H . J , B a ss, 2 0 th

P r o m o te d S e r g e a n t — L a n c e - S e r g e a n t J. S p o o n e r, 1 8 th
N o v em b e r.
P r o m o te d C o r p o r a l—L a n c e - C o r p o r a l A. H a s s u m , 2 0 th
N o v em b e r.
A p p o in te d
N o v em b er.

L a n c e -C o rp o ra l — P riv a te

G. I n g r a m ,

6 th

DEPO T.
A p p o in te d L a n c e - S e r g e a n t - C o r p o r a l E . H o w la n d , 2 8 th
N o v em b er.
P ro m o te d C o r p o r a l — L a n c e - C o r p o r a l G. P a g e , 2 7 th
N o v e m b e r; W . M c V ic a r, 1 s t D e c e m b e r ; E . C. B e n n e tt,
9th D e c e m b e r.

[V oi.

xv.,

N o . 1.

A very H appy N ew Y eah to all our readers, especially
to those who pay their subscriptions in advance, and thereby
earn the great rewards of a good conscience and the Editor’s
gratitude. 1897 brings the 23rd birthday of The Queen’s
Own Gazette. It also completes the sixtieth year of the
reign of our most gracious Queen. Other papers are full
of scheiues for the fitting celebration of this event. The
Queen’s Oiun Gazette, however, with its customary modesty,
has nothing to propose; but thinks that, should there be a
stray thousand or so to spare after paying for whatever
national memorial may be selected, that, or even a less
sum, might fitly be poured into its own coffers, to celebrate
its long dominion over the hearts, if not the pockets, of
the Royal West Kent Regiment.
Those who despise filthy lucre, however, may very well
contribute an occasional story, jest, or other play of fancy,
or stern reality of fact. They are not even obliged to
receive a prize if they earn one; all they have to do is to
mark their paper 11 Not for Competition,” and the Editor
promises faithfully they shall not be insulted with five
shillings.

Last year we appealed to the various Battalions of the
Regiment for news from each. The 1st and 2nd Battalions
3 r d B A T T A L IO N .
have sent a regular monthly budget, the 3rd Battalion had
S u p e r n u m e r a r y C a p ta in A. I . P . A n n e s le y to b e C a p ta in ,
its items of news during the training period, but the Volun
16th D e c e m b e r, 1896.
teer Battalions have been very spasmodic in this respect.
G eorge E d . W . L e g g , Esq.., R e s e r v e o f O fficers, la te
There must be dozens of men. Officers, N.C.O.’s, and
L ie u te n a n t 2 n d S o u th S ta ffo rd R e g im e n t, to b e C a p ta in ,
Privates in each battalion who can write, and write well.
16th D e c e m b e r.
Will none of them help the Regimental paper? It cannot
E d. M. A. W a k e fie ld , G e n t., to b e S e c o n d L ie u te n a n t,
be
believed that, so far as Volunteer Battalions are con
23rd D e c e m b e r.
cerned, territoi'ialism is a failure, and that men only
2 n d V O L U N T E E R B A T T A L IO N .
interest themselves in their own battalion or company; and
T he u n d e r m e n tio n e d S e c o n d L ie u ts . to b e L i e u te n a n ts — yet if none will take this small amount of trouble for the
T. H. S trin g e r, R . L . W h ite , E . J . D o lp h in , T. N . D in w id d y ,
paper of the Royal West Kent Regiment, which is a visible
23rd D e c e m b e r.
sign and mark of the bond that holds us all together, it
A cting C h a p la in t h e R e v . W . H . S to n e , M .A ., re s ig n s h is
looks like it.
ap p o in tm e n t, 2 3 r d D e c e m b e r.
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1st BATTALION INTELLIGENCE.
----- :o:-----Private E. Sands transferred to the 2nd Royal Sussex
Regiment on re-engaging.
Srgts. S. Drew and W. Wimburst re-engaged to complete
a total service of 21 years.
Pvte. A. Lister has joined on transfer from the 1st East
Lancashire Regiment.
Cpl. P. Gibson reverts to Private at his own request.
Good Conduct Pay has been granted to the under-named;
as stated :—
Granted 4d. Pvte. W. Uiugs.
Granted 2d. Lee.-Cpl. R. Daybin; Pvtes. E. Sorrell, A.
Seamons, T. Hutson.
Granted Id. Lee.-Cpl. W. Mendham ; Pvtes. G. May,
J, Billen, J. Moser, J. Gore, J. McGrane, H. Latter.
Restored 2d. Pvtes. A. Paine, J. Kehone, I j . Reulens.
Restored Id. Pvtes. A. Moss, J. King, A. Mumford, H.
Jones, T. Rowe, S. William, H. Denny, A. Barden, T.
Mullins, and W. Dormer.
Awarded Certificates of Education :—
2nd Class. Cpl. G. Hutchison, A. P ark s; Lce.-Cpls. J.
Wren, F. West, R. Daykin, C. Fry, A. Pye, W. Clai-ke, E.
Richardson, A. Ackland, W. Osborne, R. Draper, C.
Brisley, E. Mills, A. Keen, C. Seal; Dr. F. Berry; Pvtes.
Deere, G. Klein, J. Moser, T. Howes.
3rd Class. Lce.-Cpls. F. Johnson, G. Smith, G. Hixon,
R. Hammersley; Pvtes. F. Robinson, G. Byford, C. Lewis.

2nd BATTALION INTELLIGENCE.
----- :o:-----Good Conduct Pay has been granted to the under-named,
as stated ;—
Granted 2d. Private F. Pronger.
Granted Id. Lee.-Cpl. H. Smith; Dr. E. O’Reilly;
Pvtes. G. Robinson, W. Burden, G. Everest, F. Abbey,
W. Fremlin, C. Weaver, J. Harris, G. Stone, W. Smith, AWard, W. Castle, E. Talley, A. Lawrence, A. Akhurst, A.
Williams, T. Cassidy, H. Weld, E. Moore, W. Strudwick,
E. Martin, G. Weller, T. Butcher; Boy P. Chivers.
Lee.-Cpl. J. Shields at his own request reverts to Private.
Lce.-Sgt. C. Wood has been passed to the Army Reserve.
Cpl. E. Paine has at his own request reverted to Private,
and appointed Pioneer.
The Wives of Privates J. Large and A. Dowell have
been taken on the strength of the Married Establishment.
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Lance-Corporal W. Mason joined for duty from the 1st
Battalion.
Lieut. E. L. H. James has obtained an “ extra” certificate
from the School of Musketry, Hythe.
Srgt. W. Dugay and Lce.-Srgt. W. Johnson have been
awarded a Sergeant-Instructor’s Certificate from the School
of Musketry, Hythe.
Lance-Sergeant J. Pearson has been granted an ActingSchoolmaster’s Certificate.
Corporal G. Seaton has been permitted to extend his
service to 12 years with the colors.

DEPOT INTELLIGENCE.
----- :o:----Cl.-Sergt. A. Thorn, Lce.-Cpls. D. Leaver, G. Farrell,
Privates W. Townsend and S. Flowers have joined for duty
from Dublin.
Recruits joined during December to d ate:—G. C.
Purvell, F. Preedy, F. Ansell, G. Verrall, F. Taylor, E.
Crawley, J. Loft, C. Jeffrey, C. Culver, W. Kelcher, J.
Roberts, W. Ckeeseman, J. Jarvis, E. Hilton, W. Harden,
E. Philpot, C. Conway, J. Pitcher, F. Gorham, F. Angel, S.
Collins, Bond, H. French, W. French, and Jeffrey.
Lce.-Srgt. A. Jasper has been passed to the Army
Reserve.
Cl.-Srgt. M. Audsley, Cpl. G. Hutchinson, Dr. J. Hibbert,
Pvte. Jones, and Recruits W. Sands, F. Colegate, J. Caryer,
A. Thorne, F. Trevett, and W. Taylor proceeded to join the
Home Battalion at Dublin, on 28th November.
Pvtes. G. Langford, S. Thresher, and J. Ashcroft (1st
Battalion) have been Invalided.
The Wife of Srgt. J. Outten has been taken on the
strength of the Married Establishment of the Depot.

EVENTS OE THE YEAH 1896.
----- :o:-----The Annual Regimental Dinner took place on the 23rd
June, and was a great success. Each year now sees more
officers able to attend, so the future of these gatherings of
the Past and Present seems assured.
Lieut.-Colonel Grove was appointed to command the 2nd
Battalion, Major Evans 2nd in command of 1st Battalion,
and Major Harrison 2nd in command of 2nd Battalion;
Captain Alderson got his majority, and has been doing
some good business in South Africa as a local LieutenantColonel. Messrs. Burt, Marsh, Venables, Umfreville,
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Martyn, and Marshall got their Companies; and Messrs.
Leslie, Bonham-Carter, Mulloy, Jackson, Comyn, Lister, and
Hildyard were gazetted.
The Inspection of the 1st Battalion took place on the
11th and 12th January, when everything went off to the
satisfaction of the Inspecting Officer, Major - General
Sandford, C.B.
The Sergeants of the Battalion gave a capital dance on
the 15th January, and showed that they could pass with
flying colours in their social as well as in their military
duties.
A Fancy Dress Ball was given by the Officers on 17th
February, favourable comments on which from outside
sources reached even this benighted little island.
After a long and arduous struggle, the survival of the
fittest, “ G ” Company emerged victorious from the Company
Football Challenge Shield Competition.
Regimental Sports were held on 17th March, those of
1897 will take place at Peshawur, as the Battalion leaves
Meerut for that station early in January.
The 2nd Battalion had a very good try for the Army Cup
this year, beating in succession the 2nd Scots Guards, 1st
Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders, 2nd Black W atch;
and being beaten by the 1st Royal Scots in the final on
Easter Monday, after a grand game. The team has won its
first two matches in this season’s contest, and it is hoped
will appear in our Almanack next year as having won the
final.
“ E ” Company won the final in the Football Challenge
Shield, after a keenly contested series of matches.
The Battalion took part in Field Firing and Field
Manoeuvres in July and August, being on the move for 29
days, and real hard work it was; however, all ranks stuck
to it as they should, very few men falling out.
A strong draft was sent to India on 26th November.
Medals for Long Service and Good Conduct have been
awarded to Private T. N. Hall, Sergeant W. Mullane, and
Sergt.-Dr. Cox.
A fire took place in the building at the Depot used as a
Clothing Store, Quarter-Master’s Store, and Queen’s Own
Gazette Printing Office, on 20th Feb., doing much damage.
The Depot Musketry took place at Gravesend, and
showed an improvement in shooting.
There have been several displays in the Gymnasium by
squads of recruits and others.
The Football Team occupies the first place, at the end of
1896, in the Maidstone League.
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The Militia Training took place at Shorncliffe, the
recruits assembling at Maidstone on 18th May, and the
Battalion on 1st June. Colonel Bonhote was appointed to
the command, and Major Bradish to the vacant majority.
Captain Burbury joined from the 2nd Battalion.
A very well attended Regimental Dinner took place on
23rd November, and was most successful.
S.I. of Musketry Henderson was granted the Medal for
Long Service and Good Conduct; and Mr. Locks, late
Sergt.-Major 3rd Battalion, the Meritorious Service Medal
with annuity.
The 1st and 3rd Volunteer Battalions went into camp at
Aldershot from the 1st to 8th August, forming a provisional
brigade. Capt. Hind was appointed Instructor of Musketry
to the 1st Volunteer Battalion.
The 2nd Volunteer Battalion went to Eastney and was
quartered in the Royal Marine Barracks from 2nd to 9th
April.
Col. Bristow died, and Lieut.-Col. Satterthwaite was
selected to command the Battalion.
A Long Service and Good Conduct Medal was granted
Sergt.-Inst. Brash, 3rd Volunteer Battalion.

CHILDREN’S TREAT AT THE DEPOT.
----- :o:-----On Monday, 28th December, an entertainment for the
children of N.C.O.’s and men serving at the Depot was
held in the Gymnasium. The arrangements, which were
very complete, were made under the direct superintendence
of Major and Mrs. Daniell, to whom a debt of gratitude is
due from all the little ones for a capital afternoon’s enjoy
ment. Assembling at 3.30, the first item on the programme
was a conjuring entertainment given by Mr. Richardson, of
Maidstone. Before the fun of this had time to pall, tea
was ready, and the mothers and children sat down to well
equipped tables, and did full justice to the good thiugs
provided.
After tea, games were the order of the day, just to settle
the digestion, and then, the room having been carefulty
darkened, Mr. Baker’s Magic Lantern Show took place.
The various scenes were hailed with delight by the
youngsters, the most popular, probably because the most
familiar, being certain views of Maidstone and its neighbour
hood.
A distribution of buns, oranges, and bags of sweets
closed one of the most successful children’s treats held at
Maidstone Barracks.
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ANOTHER LAMENT EEOM THE RECRUITING
SERGEANT.
(Continued from Page 1,144.)
Diseases multifarious,
And cases precarious,
Causes that are various,
And sometimes nefarious;
W ith one thing and another
One’s always in a bother,
In fact one’s led a perfect “ Devil’s dance,”
Eor the Doctor he’s rejecting,
And others frauds detecting,
So between them all it’s quite a game of chance;
So I ’ll try to shew to you,
And I hope you’ll take my view,
As I ’m fairly sure it’s true, with reservations,
The lines below now quiz,
And when I indite, viz. :—
You’ll see I ’ve got good cause for lamentation.
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T r i o .........G r a n d M a rc h . .......C r .- S r g t . W i l l i s , P v te . H e a r n , a n d S r g t . B l o u n t
. .C r .- S r g t . E l d r e d
S o n g ......................................
......... P v te . M a v e r
S o n g ...................................“ R o c k e d i n t h e c r a d le o f t h e d e e p
. P v te . M c.A n u l t y
S o n g ...................................... . . . . “ M o o n b e h i n d t h e h i l l ” ............ .L c e .-C p l. D u d n ey
S o n g ...................................... ........... “ M in e r ’s D r e a m ” .....................
S o n g ( B a n j o ) .....................
S o n g ...................................... .....................
S o n g ( B a n jo ) ...................

“ B a b y ” .................................
. . .C r .- S r g t . W

S o n g ...............................

. “ A p r e t t y M a id e n ’s s e a t r i p ” .........

T r i o .........P o l k a M a r c h

....... C r .- S r g t. W

il l is

I n t e r v a l o f 1 0 M in u te s .
il l is ,

P v te . H

earn,

a n d S r g t. B l o u n t

G y m n a s tic D is p la y .
S o n g ...................................“ W h e n t h e s u m m e r c o m e s a g a i n ” ..
S o n g ......................................
S o n g ( B a n jo ) ........................

. ..P v t e . M c A n u l t y
“ I th o u g h t

I was t h e r e ”

............

S o n g ...................................... . . . . “ L o v e ’s o ld s w e e t s o n g ” ............ .L c e .-C p l. D u d n e y
S o n g ( B a n jo ) .....................
S o n g ......................................

G renadier .

[We regret the delay in publishing the account of this
concert. It was “ crowded out ” at first, and then, un
fortunately, mislaid, only coming into the Editor's hands in
time for this number of Q.O.G.~].

Viz. : —
REJECTIONS.
Heart disease, flat feet, distorted chest and back,
A long-standing case of pulmonary attack;
Eczema and broken nose,
Poor physique and hammer toes,
Fellows veins quite varicose,
Altho’ his calf no symptom shows,
Still it’s there, as Doctor knows, but ends up with a cele,
Bad teeth and knock knees,
Any kind of ill you please,
Hundreds worse than all of these that make recruiters feel;
You’ll think you’ve got a capture,
And your eyes will dance with rapture,
His size and height appear the very best,
But your hopes are dashed to blazes,
When you hear laconic plirazes,
Such as—‘ ‘Doctor’s made him under weight and chest.”

A REMINISCENCE.
----- :o:-----D ear M r . E ditor,

I see you are offering prizes of five shillings
for a Story, which is undoubtedly encouraging to rising
talent, but as I am not much of a story teller its no good
my trying for a prize; however, I had already made up my
mind to drop you a line congratulating the Queen’s Own
Gazette on the close of what I (and I presume I may say, all
supporters of the Gazette) hope has been a prosperous year.
I hope you are going to let us have an Almanack this
year, for it was sorely missed last. I am sure it will
be heartily welcomed, at any rate, as far as the 1st
Battalion goes (for you must understand that I served most
of my time with them). I can assure you that we are glad
to get hold of them, and I suppose they are the same in
the 2nd, and the price, as far as that is concerned, is
astonishing. I have really wondered, many a time, how
OPEN AIK, CONCERT AT DELHI.
ever you could buy the paper for the price you charge for
A good and well attended Concert was given by the the Almanack; but there, I expect you have a contract with
above Detachment on the 10th August, 1896, commencing some big firm and take so many tons of .paper at a time,
at 9 p.m., and kept up with unflagging energy till 11.30. and so get it at something less than cost price (as they say).
The following was the programme, and among the good Then, again, I suppose the sale runs into thousands, and so
things, a squad of gymnasts under Lce.-Cpl. Merrick, with of course you can manage to sell them for the modest
Pvte. Hansford as clown; songs by Cr.-Srgts. Willis and penny; yet, you do not even realise a penny each for those
' Eldred and Srgt. Blount; a recitation by Pvte. Haver, and sold in India, as they are sold at one anna each, and at the
i the mandoline trio by Cr.-Srgt. Willis, Pvte. Hearn, and present time that only amounts to about three farthings. I
think that taking into consideration the production of an
I Srgt. Blount were worthy of notice. Programme :—-
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Almanack, and added to th a t the freightage to India, th at no
one would grum ble if you charged two annas each, and I
am suro they would still sell.

Well, now, talking of the sale, I know myself that they
ai’e eagerly looked for in the 1st Battalion, and if they are
not all sold then the salesmen are to blame, for every man
wants one, and some men take two or three—sometimes
more. Of those he sends one home to his people, and one
or two goes to chums on the Reserve, and, of course, he
always secures one for himself.
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PUNJAB AND BENGAL EOOTBALL
TOURNAMENT.
We have received the following account of the match
between our 1st Battalion and the 2nd Royal Inniskilling
Fusiliers from a spectator :—
The life of our team in the above tournament has been
very short, and, unfortunately, it had not the possible com
pensation of having been a merry one. We were badly
beaten in the first round by the Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers
by five goals to one. The Inniskillings having had the
advantage of being able to play football right through
the summer, up at Ohakrata, labouring as we were under
the disadvantages of three detachments and a Meerut hot
weather, we were not absolutely confident of victory.
However, we did expect that the team would have done
their trainer more credit than they did. Unless they make
up their minds to improve on the form they showed on the
3rd December, we shall not only be beaten, but disgraced
on the football field—even supposing that the team, as
at present constituted, were to continue in existence.

You would really bo surprised to see the number of
Almanacks there are in some barrack rooms, and they are
really handy for deciding arguments; I have seen many an
argument decided by the “ Queen’s Own Almanack.” Then,
again, some msn are really proud of their Almanack. I
remember one day a man of my Company (“ E ” ) bringing
about half a dozen men of the 5th Dragoon Guards into our
room from the Canteen to show them his Almanack, and I
think he rather fancied himself when he was telling them
all about it, and how it was published by Our Regimental
paper. I remember another man, when we had to move,
On the referee’s whistle sounding at four o’clock, the
who took down his Almanack from the wall, cut it up neatly, Inniskillings kicked off, and our men playing fast and well
pasted all the items in a neat little book (scrap-book together, soon forced the ball into the Inniskilling territory.
fashion), and so retained all the information it contained. After about ten minutes play Cpl. Mackintosh, from a good
Needless to say, many followed his example. He brought pass, got our first and only goal. Still, we kept the Inuisthis little dodge from the 2nd Battalion, where I believe it killings on the defensive till within about five minutes
has been the custom, when men who had Almanacks had before half-time; then, making a determined attack on
to move; but many were disappointed last year when no our goal, they managed to equalise matters. Score at half
Almanack appeared, and I have no doubt that our little time, one goal all.
budget, with its undoubtedly expensive venture, will be
On play being resumed, the Inniskillings, who seemed to
well supported if you would only favour us with another. have got their second wind, and who were now playing
It would certainly be most acceptable at Peshawar. In with the sun behind them, assumed the offensive, and, after
conclusion, I would venture to suggest that some 2nd Bat a few minutes play, placed a second goal to their credit.
talion enthusiast would endeavour to beat this with an For about ten minutes more the game was fairly even, and
account of the reception, sale, &c., in his battalion of the very fast. At the end of this period our opponents got
“ Queen’s Own Almanack.”
their third goal. From that moment, at least one half of
our team lost heart, and instead of doing their best to
The price charged for the 1895 Almanack was 2d. to minimise the defeat, they appeared to be playing absolutely
N.C.O.’s and men.
into the Inniskilling’s hands. Howard was the only forward
who played with credit right through the game.
Copies of the Queen’s Own Gazette are now sent to the
Deolali Institute, and to the Royal Victoria Hospital,
Netley.

1st Battalion men should look for them if they

are detained at either of these places awaiting passage, or
otherwise.

Instead of watching the efforts of a carefully trained
footer team to avert disaster, we might have been looking
on at Station Polo, as described by a brilliant author
well known in these parts. It looked as if no one cared in
the very least how many goals were obtained by our or by
the adversaries’ side. The only thing that weighed with
several of our players was the number of times they them-
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selves got the ball, and instead of combination, it became a
case of every man for himself.
Unless our players recognise that combination is ab
solutely essential, none of them, however good they may
individually be, will ever become real footer players.
Presumably they err through ignorance, having had such
few opportunities of seeing first-class football at home.
Eventually, owing to the indifferent form shown by our
men, the Inniskillings, as already mentioned, won by five
goals to one. Had we merely been beaten even by a larger
number of goals we should not have been necessarily dis
credited, but the want of grit shown by so many bitterly
disappointed their supporters.
Anyone can play a winning game well, but it needs a
losing game to show what stuff a man is really made of.
Should any of the players ou the 3rd December really feel
that when collared they cannot avoid collapsing like a
telescope, for the credit of the Battalion we can only recom
mend that they retire from the field and make way for
others, who, though individually perhaps not such good
players, can at any rate play with a good heart even in the
face of certain defeat.
A S pectator.

N.-W.-P. AND OTJDH POLO TOURNAMENT.
----- :o:-----(F rom “ T he G ymkhana A )

On the 14tli November the first round of the N.-W.-P.
Oudh Polo Tournament was played at Meerut. This is the
fourth year the tournament, so happily originated by the
generosity of the Civilians has taken place, so it may now
reckon itself as an annual fixture. Closed as it is to the
N.-W.-P. and Oudh, the disparity between the different
teams engaged, is generally too marked -to allow of the
close contests met with in the open tournaments, but for all
that, it often gives a clue to the form we may expect to see
displayed by some of the competing teams in the spring.
Out of the eight Corps who entered, five were stationed at
Meerut, the other three being visitors, viz., the~5th Lancers
from Muttra, the 16th Lancers at present on the march
from Lucknow to Umballa, and the Oxfordshire Light
Infantry, whose pluck in bringing up their ponies all the
way from Bareilly deserved a better recompense than it
obtained. However, in mitigation of their defeat it must
be remembered that their two best men were away on leave.
Two polo grounds, side by side, were in use, and the one
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upon which the most pains had been spent to get it in order
was the roughest of the two. The dust was very bad,
especially upon the No. 2 ground, and the heat very great
on every day except the last.
In the first round the 16th Lancers played the 1st Bengal
Cavalry, all the remaining teams being drawn in the second
round.
The result of this match was a foregone conclusion. No
possible accident could prevent the 16th Lancers from
winning, though had all the rest of the team played in the
form displayed by Captain Griffiu, the score against the
Bengal
Lancers at the end of the last chukker would have
cl
been considerably s'maller. For about half the first period
the 1st B. L. made a fight for it, but before the gong -went
for the first time they had completely gone to pieces.
The 16th, however, continued to give the spectators a show,
and finally won by 14 goals and 8 subsidiaries to one goal
and one subsidiary.
TEAMS.
1st Bengal Lancers.
16th Lancers.
Mr. Gaussen ............... 1
Mr. Campbell........ ..... 1
Capt. Griffin ............... 2
,, Tuson ............ ..... 2
,, Finch................... 3
Capt. Gough ........
„ Boberts............... 4
Mr. MacEwan........ ...... 4
O

The Second Round—was played on the 16th, there were
four matches in it; two played simultaneously at 2 p.m.
and two more at 3-30.
16th Lancers vs. 5th Lancers 1st team and R.A. (Meerut)
vs. 5 D. Gs. 2nd team were the two first matches.
The result of the 16tli Lancers vs. 5th Lancers were never
in doubt for a minute, the 16th scored four goals in the first
period, two more in the second, and finally finished up with
six goals and two subsidiaries against the Lancers one goal
and one subsidiary: a most disappointing game.
TEAMS.
16th Lancers.
Mr. Campbell...............
,, Tuson ...................
Capt. Gough ...............
Mr. MacEwau...............

1
2
3
4

oth Lancers.
Mr. Hulse ...........
„ Scriven,.........
Lt.-Col. Chishome
Mr. Jardine...........

1

2
Q

0

4

R. A. (Meerut) vs. 5th D. Gs. 2nd team was what might
be termed an argumentative game. It was very sticky, and
constant claims for fouls prevented it being very enjoyable
to watch. The 2nd 5 D. Gs. were favourites to start with,
as it was rumoured that the 2nd team could hold the 1st,
but this was proved to be theory with no basis of fact in
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When time was called the Gunners had obtained five goals
and three subsidiaries to their opponents goal and one
subsidiary.
TEAMS.
B .A .
5th 1). Gs. 2nd Team.
Mr. Short ................... 1
Capt. Hoare ............... 1
„ R ottou.................. 2
„ Leetham .........
2
„ White .................. 3
Mr. Reynold ............... 3
„ Gillrnan ... ........... 4
Capt. Heneage ........... 4
Next came 5th D. Gs. 1st team against 5th Lancers 2nd
team. Of this game nothing can be said, for it was no
match at a ll; nevertheless the 2nd team 5tli Lancers
deserve great credit for the gallant, if abortive effort they
made. The result was 12 goals and six subsidiaries for the
5th D. Gs. to one subsidiary for the 5th Lancers 2nd team.
TEAMS.
5th D. Gs. 1st Team
5th Lancers 2nd Team.
Mr. Winwood............... 1
Mr. McTaggart ......... 1
Capt Darby shire ....... 2
„ Hill ...................... 2
,, Eustace............... 3
,, Arkwright ......... 3
„ Eurefoy............... 4
,, Wilcox................. 4
The last match in the second round was between the
Oxfordshire Light Infantry and the Royal West Kent
Regiment. This was also another hollow victory. The
West Kent playing beautifully together, and hitting straight
and hard had scored six goals and three subsidiaries before
their opponents had scored a single goal. In the last period
the Oxfords scored twice, and the final result stood at—Royal
West Kent seven goals and four subsidiaries; Oxfords two
goals and two subsidiaries.
TEAMS.
Oxfords.
Boi/al West Kent.
Mr. Pearson
1
Mr. Price...................... 1
„ French..................... 2
,, Bush...................... 2
Capt. Famshawe........... 3
,, Beresford.............. 3
Mr. Osbourne................. 4
„ Robinson.............. 4
The third round was played on the 16th, and the teams
left in drew against each other as follows :—
1 6 th L a n c e r s v s . R o y a l W e s t K e n t.
R o y a l A r t i l l e r y v s . 5 th D ra g o o n Guards.

16th Lancers vs. Royal West Kent proved a good game
to watch, the Lancers only scoring two goals in the 1st two
periods, and although the Lancers eventually won by eight
goals and eight subsidiaries to one goal they had by no
weans a walk over. Both teams were as before detailed.
R. A. vs. 5tli D. Gs. was perhaps the best matched game
of the whole tournament, although the winners succeeded
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in gaining a very handsome majority. Nothing was scored
at all by either side in the first period, in the second the
Gunners got one goal and on subsidiary, and the 5th
D. Gs. got two goals. In the last two periods the Gunners
fell away, as their ponies could not last. There were four
small casualties among the Gunner team, the worst of
which was Mr. White’s accident. He was completely dis
abled for the time being, although he sustained no serious
injury. His place in the team was taken by Mr. Thorpe.
The 5th D. Gs. victory was gained by means of their
superior ponies, and also by the fact that they had played
more often together than R. A., who were also unfortunate
in losing the services of Mr. White at a critical point in
the game. The final result was 5th D. Gs. seven goals
and ten subsidiaries, R. A. one goal and subsidiary. Teams
as before.
FINAL.
The 16th Lancers and the 5th D. Gs. were now left alone
to fight it out between them. The 16th were always the
favourites, but still the 5th D. Gs. were by no means friend
less, and a good match was anticipated. It turned out to
be, without the slightest exaggeration, the worst game of
the whole tournament, if we except the last period. • The
16th Lancers won as they liked.
First Period.—The 16tli took the ball right down the
ground and scored a goal in the first two minutes, and then
began an extraordinary succession of bad hit outs from the
5th D. Gs. The 16th Lancers regularly hemmed in their
opponents and scored four goals and two subsidiaries to
nothing by the end of the first period.
Second Period—The 5th D. Gs. managed to get one goal,
but the 16th added two more and two subsidiaries, making
the score six goals and four subsidiaries to one goal.
Third Period.—The 5th D. Gs. began to play up better,
and a more exciting game ensued, but for all their efforts
they only succeeded in obtaining two subsidiaries, while the
16th shot one more goal and one subsidiary, making the
total stand at seven goals and five subsidiaries to one goal
and one subsidiary.
The Fourth Period was a very good game ; all galloping
and hard hitting up and down the ground, but still the
16th kept their advantage, and scored another goal to the
5th D. Gs. nil.
Total.—16th Lancers eight goals and five subsidiaries.
5th D. Gs. one goal and one subsidiary.
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EDITORIAL.
----- :o:-----The Editor much regrets the absence of the 1st and
2nd Battalion Correspondents’ letters, and he feels that
without them The Queen’s Own Gazette loses a very great
part of its interest.

Publication has been delayed until

the present time (5th January) in the hope of something
turning up, but the Editor decides he must now issue the
paper as it is ; he trusts to give his readers an extra big
budget of battalion news next month.

GAZETTE.

We beg to acknowledge with many thanks the receipt of
the following Subscriptions :—
To December, 1896 :—
Lieut.-Col. H. D. Armstrong, Capt. Tootell, Capt. Latter,
Captain F. W. Monckton, Colonel E. T. Luck, Mr. J.
Malone, Mrs. Clayton Browne, Mrs. Pallett, Major S. D.
Grins ell, Mr. Ball, Mr. J. Leak, Col. J. L. Tweedie, D.S.O.,
Srgt. Mower, A.P.C., Mrs. Jameson, Admiral Buckle,
Major Isherwood, and Colonel Fyler.
To December, 1897 :—
Srgt. Foote, A.P.C., Mrs. Denton, Major-Gen. Leach,C.B.,
Lieut.-Col. Vandermeuleu, Major Leckie, Srgt.-Instructor
Blackburn, Colonel Treherne, Mrs. Simpson, Captain 11. J.
Roche, and Major Wintour.
To 1900 :—
Colonel D. J. Snfford.

B IR T H S .

OUR ALMANACK.
----- :o:------

A t M a id s to n e , o n 2 n d D e c e m b e r, t h e W ife o f S rgt. A,
P e a r s o n , P e r. S ta ff 3 r d B a tta lio n , o f a d a u g h te r.

We publish elsewhere a letter from a correspondent on

A t M a id s to n e , o n 2 8 th D e c e m b e r, t h e W ife o f S rg t. J.
B o o k e r, P e r . S ta ff 3 r d B a tta lio n , o f a son.

the subject of an Almanack. I t is most gratifying to learn >

M A R R IA G E .

that the Almanack is so much appreciated, and we hasten

A t M a id s to n e , o n 2 5 th D e c e m b e r, 1896, S rg t. J . O u tten,
D e p o t, t o M iss A d a S k in n e r.

to say that one is being issued this year, and has indeed
already been forwarded to the 1st and 2nd Battalions, and is
being now sent to those individual subscribers who have
asked for it.
The Editor has decided not to increase the price, i.e., 2d.

D EATHS.
A t D u b lin , o n 1 1 th D e c e m b e r, N o . 1,817, P r i v a t e G.
W a lk e r , 2 n d B a tta lio n .
A t M e e ru t, o n 5 th N o v e m b e r, N o . 2,259, C o rp o ra l C.
L a y c o c k , 1 s t B a tta lio n .

for N.C.O’s and men of the Line Battalions and Depot,
and 6d. for everyone else as charged, the last edition,

T he T eems

oe

S ubscription

are as follows :

E§§gf The Officers of both the Line Battalions and Depots
6d. per month.
Three hundred have been sent to India, if these were all
Other Subscribers, 3/- per annum, including postage.
sold at 2d. they would realize £2 10s.; the cost of sending With Almanaclc, 3/6.
Copies will be sold at Id. per Number to Non-Commis
alone comes to about .£1 5s, so that in this case the j
Almanack would be sold at a loss. I t will thus be seen that ! sioned. Officers and men serving with the Colours. I f sent by
post, 1/6 per year.
should any considerable number be left on hand, as occurred j
Extra copies or back numbers can always be supplied at
two years ago, the Gazette will be put to much expense.
the same rate as is charged to N.C.O.’s and men.
In conclusion, the Editor regrets to say that, in spite of
All Subscriptions payable in advance, and all Correspond
great care in revising proofs, one or two errors have re ence to be addressed to :
mained undetected, for which he craves indulgence.
T he E ditor ,
(the postage of each Almanack sent to subscribers is 4d.)

The Queen’s Own Gazette,
The Barracks, Maidstone.

“T he Queens Ow n ” Gazette.
A M O N TH LY HKCOHD OF H F O IM E Y T A F D Q IN FS,
OP

THE QUEEN’S OWN (ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT).
I--

No. 261.

MAIDSTONE, FEBRUARY, 1897.

PROMOTIONS AND

APPOINTMENTS.

lu'ginu'ittal
-----:o:----1 s t B A T T A L IO N .
A p p o in te d L a n c e - C o r p o r a l—P v te s . S. M e rc e r, W . W e st,
0. N a y lo r, G. H o llid a y , 8 th D ec., W . U p to n , 1 1 th D ec.,
J. M alt, 2 2 n d D ec.
2 n d B A T T A L IO N .
A p p o in te d L a n c e - S e r g e a n t —C o rp ls. H . D a v is a n d D.
O 'C onnell, 1 5 th J a n .
A p p o in te d L a n c e - C o r p o r a l—P v te . E . E m m e r s o n , 3 rd D ec.
1 s t V O L U N T E E R B A T T A L IO N .
A c tin g C h a p la in t h e R ev . R . H . T h o r n to n re sig n s h is
a p p o in tm e n t, d a t e d 2 n d J a n .
T h e R e v . D . J. S. H u n t, M .A ., to h e a c tin g C h a p la in ,
d a te d 1 3 th J a n .
2 n d V O L U N T E E R B A T T A L IO N .
C apt. T. L . d e H a v i l a n d r e s ig n s h is C o m m issio n , d a te d
6th Ja n .
L ie u t. D . D i n w id d y to b e C a p ta in , d a t e d 6 th J a n .
W m . G. M o rris , G e n t., to b e S e c o n d - L ie u te n a n t, d a te d
13th J a n .

THE ANNUAL REGIMENTAL DINNER
OF THE

1st & 2 n d B A T T A L I O N S (5 0 th & 97th )

[Voi. xv., No.2 .

Mr. E ditor,
I was taking a solitary walk along the banks of tlie
Hoogly, under the guns of Fort William, Calcutta, the
other day, when my curiosity took me up the steps of a
small sort of Mosque, from the platform of which I thought
I might get a better view of the shipping. After taking
a good look I was turning to go when I noticed a brass
tomb, which I thought covered the remains of some old
Indian, but some English writing showed it to be a
monument “ to the Officers and Men of H.M. and the
Honorable East India Company’s Troops who fell in the
victorious actions of Maharajpur and Punniar, 1843.”
Underneath was the list of names, including a Capt.
Makenzie Cobban (evidently Capt. Cobham mentioned in
Col. Fyler’s hook), Corpl. Guy, and about 8 privates of
H.M. 50tli Queen’s Own Regiment.
D ear

I send you this piece of information as I never heard of
the existence of such a monument in the Regimental
records, and I think it would be nice to let it be generally
known through the Regimental paper that there is such
a one.
There was no mention by whom the monument was
erected, which is a pity. It was masonry foundation, the
roof in Indian Mosque style was metal, and the tomb itself
of brass.
A x O ccasional C orrespondent .

WILL TAKE PLACE AT THE

GRAND HOTEL, CHARING CROSS,
On Tuesday, June the 22nd.
CARTRIDGE POUCH.
A drawing has been sent us of this, worn by the 50th
Regiment in 1780. Presented by Sir S. Maryon Wilson,
Bart., of Charlton House, Woolwich, whose grandfather,
Sir T. Spencer Wilson, Bart., was Colonel of the Regiment
1777-1798. It was worn over left shoulder and hung down
below waist on right side.

Lieut.-Col. Wynyard, who went to the Royal Military
College, Sandhurst, as Assistant-Commandant and Secretary,
on 1st Jan., 1890, has now retired, on completion of the
term for which he could hold that appointment.
We are glad to see that Sgt. Callaghan, 1st Battalion,
succeeded in getting second prize, silver medal, in the
Musketry Championship Competition of the British and
Native Armies held at Meerut recently, the first prize being
taken by Lieut.-Qr.-Mr. Grubb, of the Royal West Surrey
Regiment.
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1st BATTALION NEWS.
----- :o:------

FOOTBALL.
1 s t R.W. KENT REGIMENT v. DELHI GARRISON.

Played at Meerut, on Monday, November 30th and
resulted in an easy win for the Regiment by 4 goals to love.
This was the first match of the season and considering the
few chances the team has had of playing together they
showed better form than was expected.
OFFICERS v. SERGEANTS.
Played on December 1st. This was a very one-sided
game and resulted in an easy win for the Officers by 12
goals to one. The Officers had the best of the game all
through and were much too fast for the Sergeants.
COMPANY FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT.
Shield presented b y Lieut.-Col. T. H. B rock.
G o a ls .

1st Round.
2ud Round.

3rd Round.
Final.

“ p ” Compy. beat “ A ” Compy. 6 to
“ B”
E ” latter scratched.
„
beat band & drums 3 to
“ G”
“ C”
i3
f) “ D ” Compy. 1 to
“F »
2 to
“ H”
“G”
2 to
“H ”
„
“ B ” }f
3 to
„
)3 “ 0 ”
“ B ” >)
2 to
„
>> “ G ”

love.
love.
love.
1.
love.
love.
love.

FINAL MATCH.
“ B ” V . “ G.”
This match was played on December 18th, and after a
hard fought game ended in a win for “ B ” Company by 2
goals to love. This was the best and fastest game of the
tournament, but “ B ” Company’s forwards played together
and were much too fast for “ G” Company. The game was
very even till half time, but after <fB ” had scored their
first goal, they had much the best of the game and kept the
game and kept the backs of “ G ” pretty well employed.
After the match the shield was presented to the winning
team by Major Western in the unavoidable absence of
Col. Brock, who was unfortunately indisposed and could
not attend. The purport of the appropriate words accom
panying the presentation was for the purpose of inciting
more keenness in such competitions or rather in training
for them, and I sincerely trust that the advice offered will
have some effect, as the keenness for football seems always
to abate directly the shield is won for the year, at any rate
as far as Company football is concerned. The men are
always keen enough on kicking the ball about casually in
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barracks, but what I want to point out to them is this, that
such practice is not sufficient and does not improve the
playing of the Company teams. If only the Companies
would get up games between themselves regularly, \Ve
should soon see a great improvement in football, and the
regimental team would have men to fall back upon in case
of casualties, whereas now it is by no means easy to pick out
men who arc up to the required standard.

POLO MATCH.
----- :o:-----2nd-LIEUTS. 1s t R.W. KENT REGIMENT v.
2nd-LIEUTS. ROYAL INNISKILLING FUSILIERS.
This match was played at Meerut, on Christmas Day, and
proved to be rather one-sided, the Regiment winning easily
by 6 goals to love. A much better game was expected, but
the Inniskilling ponies were very much out of hand and to
a great extent untrained, which is not to be wondered at
considering the Regiment has been summering iu Chakrata
where there is no gi-ound available for training ponies.

TEAMS.
R.W.K.
R.I.F.
Lieut. Smith.
Lieut. Mather.
2nd-Lieut. Browne Clayton.
2nd-Lieut. Morley.
,,
Muspratt.
„
Bourne.
,,
Leslie.
,,Anderso
Umpire—Lieut. Ricardo,Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers.
A handsome silver cigar cutter surmounted with the
regimental crest, was presented to the Officers’ Mess, in
December, by Captain G. Marshall.
SIMULTANEOUS MATCH verms THE “ BUFFS,”
On 14th November, 1896.
The Buffs fired at Peshawer. Conditions 12 a side, 10
best scores to count. The Buffs were handicapped in only
having 10 men to shoot. Scores:—
W est K ent .

Cpl. Hutchinson ...............
Sgt. Dibdin .......................
Sgt. Haysmore .............
Dr. Wall ...........................
Pte. M ills...........................
Sgt. Callaghan ...............
Sgt. Evenden ...................
Cpl. Feuillade ...................
Sgt. Tench .......................
Lce-Cpl. Dickerson......... .

29
28
30
31
30
32
28
29
25
25

34
32
33
30
31
28
27
30
30
31

29
31
27
29
29
28
29
23
26
24
Total...

_
—
—
—
_
_
—
__
_
—

92
91
90
90
90
88

84
82
81
80
868
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SERGEANTS’ MESS NEWS.

T h e B uffs .

Lieut. D yne................ ..........
Col.-Sgt. Andrews __ ..........
Qr.-Mr.-Sgt. Nicholas ........
Sgt. Crumby ............ ............
Sgt. Tozer ................ ............
Pte. Gotts.................... .........
Lt. & Adjt. Pearson ..........
Cpl. Knott ................ .........
Bd.-Mr. Birkhead __ ........
Pte. Bell .................... .........

OW N

32

32

33

—

97

28

32

33

—

93

30

31

31

—

92

33

30

24

—

87

28

29

28

—

85

31

25

28

—

84

30

23

28

—

81

28

28

24

—

80

27

28

20 —

75

25

29

20 —

74

Total......

RESULT OF MATCH FOR QUEEN'S CUP.
Light very variable.
Sgt. Callaghan....... .. 95
Sgt. Evenden ..... ....
Cpl. Hutchinson ... .. 8 6
Pte. Mills ............. ...
Set. Dibdin ......... ....
Sgt. Tench ......... .. 85
Cr.-Sgt. Funnell ... .. 84
Sgt. Ilaysmore..... ...
Total........ ..

848

82
81
81
79
673

RESULTS OF INTER-COMPANY VOLLEY MATCH.
Teams of Eight, seven rounds at each distance; Deliberate
Volleys at 800 and 600 yards, and Rapid Volleys at 500
yards. H.P.S., each distance, 56. Total H.P.S., 168.
800
600
500
G " Company .......... ........
29
50
48 — 127
44 — 1 2 1
32
45
E”
„
......... ........
40 — 117
30
47
C”
„
......... ........
45 — 116
28
43
B”
„
......... ........
41
42 — 1 1 0
27
H”
„
......... ........
42 — 94
21
31
A”
„
......... ........
----- :o:----RESULT OF MATCH FOR DUKE OF CONNAUGHT’S
CUP FOR REVOLVERS.
Distance 20 yards. H.P.S. 252.
36
1 . Capt. Dalison ......................... ............
34
2 . Lieut. Simpson ...................... ..........
3. Lieut. Bradshaw..................... ............ 33
4. Sgt.-Major S. Barton.............
5. Limit* Smith
.................................... 29
19
6 . Lieut. Robinson ..................... ............
T otal..................... ............ 184

----- :o:-----We have lost four sergeants during the past month, Sgt.
Carpenter having proceeded home fcr discharge, Sgt. Jackson for Army Reserve, and Sgts. Head and Evenden to 2nd
Battalion, after eight years’ service abroad.
Sgt. Carpenter was presented with a handsome silver
watch on leaving by the Members of the Me3 S, and the
inscription thereon is :— “ Presented to Sgt. W. Carpenter,
1st Battalion ‘ The Queen's Own’ Regiment, as a token of
regard and esteem by the members of the Sergeants' Mess."
It was well deserved by him, he having joined the mess as a
sergeant in 1882. Sgt. Carpenter enlisted for the West
Surrey Regiment on July 5th, 1875, and came to us from
the Reserve in 1882. He was promoted sergeant on the
1st January, 1879, and was in possession of the Egyptian
Medal and Star, Clasp for Nile, 1884-5, and the Good Con
duct Medal.
The Sergeants have played three cricket matches during
the month, the first against “ B ’’ Company, which was won
by “ B ’’ Company by 11 runs; Sergeants 79 (Mr. Dellar
26, Cr.-Sgt. Cover 37); “ B" Company 90 (Harley 22, Bowsher 24). The second was against the Band, which won by
11 runs; Band 6 6 (Enus 20); Sergeants 55. The third
match was against a team of players from the various Col
leges, and owing to the batting of Sgt. Arnold and Sgt.-Dr.
Cates, we made a better game of it than we thought we
would; Sergeants 159 (Arnold 56, Cates 30) ; Colleges 135
for 5 wickets (Mr. Hay ward, jun. 36, Mr. Parratt 63).
Cr.-Sgt. Sillitoe and Sgts. Potter, Wise and Halsey have
re-joined from furlough,and look much improved after their
trip to England.
The Sergeants played the Meerut Volunteers at Football
on the 13th October, and made a draw after a good game.
Team:—Goal, Cr.-Sgt. Cover; backs, Sgts. Haysman and
Warner; half-backs, Sgts. Osman, Murphy, and Lee.-Sgt.
Seager; right wing, Lee.-Sgt. Neighbour and Crouch;
centre, Hills; left wing, Sgts. Eldred and Osman. After
the match the Sergeants entertained the Volunteers in the
Mess, when a most enjoymble evening was spent.
The Sergeants Cricket Team have played three matches
during the last month. First: Sergeants v. “ F ” Company.
Sergeants' first innings, 167 (Cates 56, Neighbour 31,
Sch.-Mast. Dellar 24, Cover 23). “ F ” Company’s first
innings, 55 (Needham 26); second innings, 90 (Kehone 25).
Win for Sergeants by an innings and 12 runs.—Second:
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Sergeants v. “ A” Company. Sergeants’ first innings, 77
(Neighbour 21, Haysemore 19, Cover 16) ; second innings,
79 (Cates 25, Osman 28). “ A ” Company’s fii-st innings,
105 (Macartney 41, Jenner 22, Mervin 19); second innings,
94 (Jenner 35, Knight 25). Loss for Sergeants by 39
runs.—Third: Sergeants v. " H ” Company. Sei'geants’
first innings, 99 (Neighbour 43, Cover, 16) ; second innings,
130 (Sgt.-Major Barton 62, Mr. Debar 39, Roebuck 15).
“ H ” Company’s first innings, 70 (Keen 20, Putnam 20);
second innings, 65 (Dormer 16). Win for Sergeants by 94
runs.
A MEMBER.

REGIMENTAL INTELLIGENCE.
----- :o:-----1s t BATTALION.
Cpl. H. Moore, Lce.-Cpl. G. Brooker, and P.vtes. W.
Pearce and W. Green have been permitted to extend their
service to 1 2 years with the colours.
Pvte. J. Jones has been appointed Pioneer.
The wives of Sgts. W. Murphy, J. Potter and F. Wise,
and Cpl. J. Parry have been taken on the strength of the
married establishment.
Cpls. E. Mansfield and H. Moore have re-engaged to
complete 2 1 years service.
Good Conduct Pay has been granted as under:—
Granted 2d. Lee.-Cpls. W. Bailey and J. Rayfield,
Pvtes. W. Capon, T. Angel, W. Green, A. Hamlet, and J.
Maybauk.
Granted Id.
Clarke.

Pvtes. A. Dotvdeswell, T. McLeod, and H.

2n d BATTALION.
Awarded 2nd Class Certificate of Education, Cpl. G.
Wood, Pvtes. J. Vigor, J. Smith, and E. Boxell. 3rd Class,
Lee.-Cpls. J. Farley, W. Harman, T. Emmerson and W.
Cowing ; Pvtes. F. Walker and J. Howden.
Good Conduct Pay has been granted to the undernamed
as stated :—
Granted 5d.

Pvte. H. Spencer.

Granted Id. Lce.-Cpl. A. Morris, G. Jolly, S. Reeves
and W. Minal; Pvtes. P. Berryman, J. Seel, J. Brooks,
J. Greenwood, H. Bellchambers, J. Haines, W. King, F.
Bird, F. Capelin, W. Harris, J. Fox, R. Vine and H.
Grover.
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Restored Id.

Dr. F. Hoare and Pvte. F. Browne.

Cpl. R. Klein and Lce.-Cpl. W. Cowing join the Field
Works Class, at Chatham, on 1 st February.
Transferred to the 1st Class Army Reserve:—-Pvtes. P.
Webb, J. Cross, R. Ross, and C. Clements.
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Cpl. A. Klein has been permitted to extend his service to
years with the colours.

Pioner-Sgt. G. Barnes is the recipient of the Good Con
duct Medal.
Lce.-Sgt. J. Pearson has re-engaged to complete 21
years service.
Lce.-Cpl. G. Jolly lias gone to try his fortune in the
Ordnance Store Corps.
Sgt. M. Moore, Cpl. G. Hutchinson, and Pvte. Fagg
have been discharged medically unfit for further service.
Sgt. Head, 1st Battalion, has joined for duty from the
1st Battalion.
Mu. E ditor,
Though not at Dublin, I should have secured you
some notes from the 2nd Battalion for the January number.
I thought I had arranged better than events proved I had
done If the 1st Battalion missed the notes as much as the
2nd Battalion missed notes from the 1st Battalion, it would
prove without doubt that the regular correspondent in
Dublin should spare no trouble to see the notes reach you
in proper time.
There are some in the 1st Battalion—very notably the
Colonel—who write to many of us in England, and much
appreciated are their letters. And yet very often we at
home learn things of interest from your 1st Battalion cor
respondent never alluded to in private letters.
From the pen of one who was present I send you an
account of a very successful entertainment which Captain
Omfreville organised at Christmas.
We have a somewhat ambitious scheme in view, which
we hope the same energetic and successful organiser may
before long see his way to producing.
To-day, January 26th, was held at Dublin Castle, the
first levee of the season. The following represented the
Battalion :—Majors Harrison and Morse, Captains Montgomery-Campbell, Moody and Marsh, Lieutenants WoulfeFlanagan, Long, and Nunn, Second-Lieutenants Joshn,
Mulloy, Comyn, Lister, and Hildyard, Capt. and Adjutant
Umfreville. The above comprise all who are now not on
leave.
D ear
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To-morrow the first Drawing Room takes place, and the
Dublin season begins in earnest.
We hear that several of the 1st Battalion propose coming
home on leave this summer. That they will all bo at the
Regimental Dinner, on Tuesday, June 22nd, and that
Colonel Brock and many others may find time to pay us a
visit in Dublin is the wish of us all here.
Football should soon again be in full swing. It is not
yet known against whom we play in the next round, nor by
what date the round will have to be played.* It is to be
hoped that a few weeks’ holiday will have done our team
o-ood. We want to see the dash and combination which in
D
the past have so often stood us in good stead. But to gain
that end our team must practice and must play an unselfish
game.
We learn by the papers that the Mounted Infantiy
Regiment under Lieut.-Col. Alderson have left Rhodesia
via Beira, and from other sources we learn that it is
improbable his regiment will leave South Africa before
May. We shall all be delighted to welcome him home, and
hope soon to see him well rewarded for all the good work
he has done.
Next v’eek commences the six days’ continuous Route
Marching by half battalions. We hope to come well
through the ordeal. If a good heart will carry a man
through, our casualties will be few indeed.
Sergt. Kill, Corpl. Seaton, and about 35 men leave us to
join the 1st Battalion the middle of February.
2 nd B attalion C orrespondent.

*[The draw has since been published and the 2nd Batt.
meet the N. Stafford Regiment at Dublin before 13th
inst.

E ditor .]

Dear M r . E ditor .

I am told that no one has up to date sent you an
account of the 2nd Battalion Christmas festivities, so here
goes, as I really think they are deserving of mention.
On Christmas Eve the first event came off, Damely, the
animal tree and treat to the children.
For some years past this has been somewhat of a formal
affair, but this year we broke out with a variation and some
more fun than usual. First of all the mothers and children
assembled in the Recreation Room and partook of much
tea, cake, etc., being waited on by Mrs. Grove, several of
the officers, and many willing workers. After being satis
fied with eatables, which, of course, took a certain amount
of time, the children were formed in procession, flanked by
men of the Battalion carrying lighted torches, and marched
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round the Barrack Square to the music of Sgt. Osborne’s
fine and talented band of performers, dressed as clowns.
This seemed to delight the little ones immensely. On com
pleting the circuit of the parade ground, the procession
marched to the Riding School, which had been bedizened
and covered with flags and evergreens, so as to look more
like a fairy palace than the grim old building that it
really is.
Here we found Mr. Francis, of Dublin fame, with his
Punch and Judy Show, which seemed to please the children
muchly. After Punch and Judy the children combined in
singing a good old-fashioned carol, and as soon as this
was finished, a curtain at the end of the school drew back,
disclosing the Christmas Tree in all its glory, and in attend
ance several good fairies, viz., Mrs. Grove, Col. Grove,
Capt. Brown, and others.
Before the fairies could even start with the distribution
of gifts, an unexpected visitor appeared in the person of
Father Christmas in his best and newest clothes, and a
most imposing figure he looked. After commanding
silence, and strengthening himself with a draught of
Bovril, Father Christmas addressed a few well chosen
remarks to the children, as to their conduct in the past and
future, and told them that having heard what really good
and nice children they were, he had come that night on
purpose to see himself, and present to them personally the
gifts that Santa Claus had left for them.
Each child received its gift from the hand of Father
Christmas himself, who displayed a wonderful knowledge
of each little one’s family history. The gifts being finished,
the proceedings closed with “ God save the Queen,” in
which Father Christmas joined as heartily as the rest.
On Wednesday, after Divine seiwice, the Colonel, accom
panied by the Adjutant, visited each Company at dinner,
and wished them a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.
A telegram had been received that morning from Major
Alderson, in South Afrfca, wishing us all a Happy Christ
mas. This was read out to each Company and received
with cheers, and the men seemed to thoroughly appreciate
the thoughtfulness of Major Alderson, who, although so far
away and on active service, did not forget us at this season
of the year. That the Battalion had not forgotten him was
very evident, for every dining hall bore an inscription
wishing “ Luck to Col. Alderson and his men.”
The Battalion has always been celebrated for tasteful
decorations at Christmas time, but this year fairly eclipsed
all previous efforts, each Company was so good that it
would be impossible to say which was the best.
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The day passed very quietly in Barracks, all hands
amusing themselves heartily and properly. The general
officer commanding very kindly granted a full week’s holi
day from route marching, which enabled us to prepare for
j and get over Christmas comfortably.
On Boxing night a grand entertainment for the amuse
ment of all ranks was given in the Riding School. The
show was a varied one, which we will describe later. Some
how or other the idea had got about that this was to be a
something extra special show, and the rumour eventually
reached Lord Roberts and our General, both of whom ex
pressed a desire to see it, and so we had the pleasure of
seeing them and their parties and also the officers of every
regiment in garrison. It was an anxious time for our
manager, but supported by an excellent staff of willing
workers he rose to the occasion, and in the end everyone
seemed pleased. First, we will begin with the room itself.
It was the Riding School, more profusely decorated even
than on Christmas Eve, warmed by gas stoves, and the
floor covered with tarpaulin to keep the damp down. Every
chink and cranny of the draughty old building was filled
up as far as possible, and it really became quite snug. As
soon as the doors opened every seat was filled by men of
the Battalions, the married people, and their friends.
The show began with an overture by the band, specially
composed for the occasion by that prince of comic band
masters, Sgt. Osborne. The next item was the arrival of
Lord Roberts,J who was received with tremendous cheering-.
O
Accompanying him were several ladies, and our General
also brought a large party ; indeed, so great was the throng
that even the vast accommodation of the Riding School
could hardly hold them all. The programme was then
resumed, and excellent soDgs were rendered by Sergeant
Chiswell, Lee.-Sgt. Bullock, and Lieut. Nunn, the two latter
singing in costume, and pay attention, you organisers of
gaffs in the 1st Battalion, you let a born genius slip, with
out knowing it, when you parted with Lieut. Nunn, for his
get up and soDg fairly brought down the house. A song
and dance by that veteran Pvte. Thompson was well
received, for his agility is marvellous. Lce.-Cpl. Stock
then gave a grand exhibition of musical clubs, which pro
duced rounds of applause, and well it should, for he is a
■ most graceful performer.
Part I. finished with an exhibition of comic boxing- by
Lce.-Cpl. Stock and Pvte. Martin.
Part II. was a nigger sketch, by Lce.-Sgt. Bullock, Cpl.
Seaton and Pvte. Thompson. This item caused much mer
riment.
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Part III. “ Was the greatest show on earth,” and where
each figure was so excellent, it would be invidious to
attempt to make distinctions.
The idea was to show to us dwellers in Dublin, repre
sentatives from most of the great nations of the world, and
the way those representatives rallied to the call of the
manager, regardless of expense, time and trouble, was
wonderful, and did one good to see, in this nineteenth
century, when nobody toils except for filthy lucre. The
representatives were as follows :—
Scotland.—Dr.-Major Cox, who executed a highland
fling in the best waxwork style.
Ireland.—Lce.-Sgt. Pearson, looking the part to perfec
tion, and earning much applause with the song “ Kathleen.”
Wales.—Sgt. Osborne, who made the prettiest of Welsh
women, and rendered, as only a woman of that warrior race
could, “ The March of the Men of Harlech.”
France —Sgt. Chiswell. His get up as a French Infantry
soldier was wonderfully good, and his renderiug of the
“ Marsellais” French to a degree.
Germany.—Cr.-Sgt. Grellier, as the German Emperor in
the uniform of the Royals, sang a topical song, with
allusions to certain famous telegrams.
Italy.— Cpl. Klein, as an Italian Brigand, bemoaned (in
prose) the extinction of his band of ruffians.
Russia.—2nd-Lieut. Lister, as a Cossack, mounted on
the most wonderful horse, performed some barbaric lance
and sword exercises.
Spain.—2nd-Lieut. Comyn and Edward Turner (who
inherits the talent of his father, Sgt.-Major Turner) per
formed as specimens of the Spanish Gentleman and Lady
respectively, firstly7 singing1 together the “ Spanish Mer
chant,” and ending with a national dance. This little fellow
deserves special mention for the manner in which he per
formed his part in the face of such a distinguished audience.
President Kruger.—Sgt. Reddersen, who looked the part,
and spoke it too.
Dr. Jameson and. his Warder.— Sgt. Dugay represented
the famous Doctor, and told us what he had not done in the
past, and what a lot he meant to do in the future. The
scene represents him leaving Holloway Gaol and taking
leave of his warder, Pvte. Thorn.
The Yanhee.—Lce.-Sgt. Bullock. The get up was very
real, and the rendering of “ Yankee Doodle,” with the
twang, was excellent.
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CRICKET.
The Matabele and Mounted Infantryman.—Cpl. Seaton
and Pioneer Bell filled up these figures, and did it as if to
the manner horn, more especially as Cpl. Seaton is not a CORPORALS v. LANCE-CORPORALS R.W.K. REGT. ;
nigger, or Pioneer Bell a member of “ Slattery’s Mounted
The above match was played last Thursday, on the
Foot.”
Regimental Cricket Ground, the rays of old Sol for once
Turkish Harem.—A scene of Eastern splendour. The
being merciful. A most enjoyable and successful day was
Turk, Lee.-Cpl. Smith (Buster) made an admirable
i the result.
Sultan, plagued by the attentions of his three pretty wives,
Though fortune did not favour the Lance-Corporals,
Misses Maude Tracey, Edith Turner, and Mills. The two
great
praise is due to them for their uudauntedness, not
first-named executed a pretty Eastern dance, which seemed
withstanding the fact that two of their best men were
to give great satisfaction to the Sultan and the audience.
absent,
playing for the Officers. Corporals Feuillade and
China.—Capt. Umfreville and 2nd-Lieut. Hildyard repre
sented this nation as Li Hung Chang and his wife on the Tutty played with great skill, and the bowling of Cpl. Tapp
was very good. Two of the Corporals being unable to
honeymoon.
After this figure, the whole troupe formed on the stage attend, Lce.-Sgts. Jackson and Blount, who were amongst
and each sang a verse with some topical allusion to the the many spectators, very kindly offered their services to
nation they represented, each verse concluding with a fill the vacancies.
The score of the Lance-Corporals was greatly added
rousing chorus.
Sgt.-Major Turner and Lieut. Nunn performed the to by the playing of Lce.-Cpls. Keen and Ackland, who
arduous duties of Showman, and his man John, and by : performed in first-rate style.
Cpl. Moore very kindly attended to the supply of refresh- ;
their unflagging exertions kept the audience convulsed in
ments,
which were plentifully handed round and good justice
merriment.
I think, Mr. Editor, that we were pleased with our done them.
After the match, most of the players adjourned to the
Christmas, and I know the whole Battalion will be with me
when I say how truly grateful we are to those who organised Corporals’ Mess, where a most enjoyable day was brought j
and carried out those Christmas amusements of 1896, and t o a c l o s e . S c o r e : —
CORPORALS.
on the part of the performers I know they felt their hard
2 n d I n n in g s .
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The following is an extract from The Express and. Star,
of Jan. 5th, which may interest some of your readers:—
The old warrior, Edward Heborne, to whom the War
Office have very late in the day granted a special campaign
pension, is a native of Kidderminster.
He joined the 97th foot in 1854, and was at once drafted
for the Crimea, being under the enemy’s fire on the north
side of Sebastopol when it fell into the hands of the English.
Then he went to the Indian Mutiny, and was one of the
men who rushed up at the storming of Lucknow, sweeping
down the Sepoys iu front of the Kazirbaugh Palace.
Since his return home Heborne has sustained himself as
a weaver until his sight and strength failed him.
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DEPOT INTELLIGENCE.
----- :o:----The undernamed joined the Home Battalion on
from the Depot:—
3739
3869
3439
3076
3103
3151
2945
4743
4744
4745
4746
4747

Cpl. Sjiearing, H.
,, McVicar, W.
Lee.-Cpl. Sawyer, C.
Pte. Lynds, G.
,, Spence, R.
,, Snaith, G.
„ Wells, F.
,, Bishop, F. E.
,, Hevan, P. C.
,, Burge, W. F.
,, Yeatman, E. C.
,, Alderman, W.

4748
4749
4750
4752
4755
4756
4757
4758
4759
4763
4764

8 th

Jan.

Pte. Johnson, W.
„ Wells, G.
„ Stewart, W.
,, Howard, J.
„ Dorrell, T. C.
„ Frost, A. E.
,, Humphreys/!1.G.
„ Parfrey, E.
„ Rust, W.
„ Pane, G.
,, Payne, A.

The New Year has been usually heralded by a Sergeants’
Dance in the Gymnasium, Maidstone, and December 31st,
1896, was no exception to the rule.
That it was a success cannot be denied, that the Com
mittee were re-elected because of their previous successful
efforts cannot be disputed and had much to do with the
present success.
The Gymnasium, decorated in the usual tasteful manner,
was not so crowded as has hitherto been the case, to the
greater comfort of those guests fortunate enough to be
present.
Old Lang Syne was sung at midnight, a time honored
custom, and the next dance on the programme commenced
with additional spirit showing that whatever regret the old
year was parted with it would not interfere with the
pleasures of the new. And so was the old year wound up
at the Depot.

Of the details of the play we have little to say ; suffice to
say that the teams were fairly evenly balanced. A good
hard game was indulged in, but the Depot were the victors
by 5 goals to 1, Sgt. M’Gregor being the shining light of
the twenty-two.
The team representing the Depot Sergeants was com
pose of Cr.-Sgt. Murphy, Q.M.S. Dicker, Sgt.-Dr. Gee,
Sgt. Sharp, Sgt. Boylan, Sgt. Tipping, Cr.-Sgt. Carter,
Cr.-Sgt. Cooke, Sgt. M’Gregor, Q.M.S. Boulter, aud Sgt.
Out ten.
Under the able management of Sgt. Marlow the teams
sat down to a social repast after the game, and full justice
was done to the good things provided. This was followed
by a ‘‘ Smoker,” and with Sgt.-Major Barrow in the chair,
the ball was kept merrily rolling until time for dispersing
came—all too soon.

B IR T H S .
O n 1 6 th O c to b e r, th e w ife o f C lr.-S g t. E . S illito e , of a
son.
A t M a id s to n e , o n 2 1 s t J a n ., th e w ife o f C lr.-S g t. A.
T h o r n , D e p o t, o f a d a u g h te r.
D EATHS.
A t M e e ru t, I n d ia , o n 2 7 th D ec., N o . 2,621, P v te . A. M oss,
1 s t B a tta lio n .
A t M e e ru t, I n d ia , o n 2 8 th D ec., N o . 3,016, P v te . D.
H e a r n d e n , 1 st B a tta lio n .

T he T erms

of

S ubscription

are as follows :

Ejggf- The Officers of both the Line Battalions and. Depots
6 cl.

per month.

Other Subscribers, 3/- per annum, including postage.
With Almanach, 3/6.
Copies ivill be sold at Id. per Number to Non-Commssioned Officers and men serving with the Colours. I f sent by
post, 1 / 6 per year.

The Sergeants of the Warwick Regiment, stationed at
Chatham, tested the capabilities of the Sergeants of the
West Kent Regiment at the Depot, on Friday, January 15,
when they engaged at football at the Barracks, Maidstone.
Arriving at Maidstone before they were expected necessi
tated a foraging expedition at mid-day, which was success
fully undertaken, and the teams faced each other at 2.45
0
p.m. for the fray.

Extra copies or bach numbers can always he supplied at
the same rate as is charged to N.C.O.’s and men.
All Subscriptions payable in advance, and all Correspond
ence to be addressed to :
T he E ditor ,

The Queen’s Own Gazette,
The Barracks, Maidstone.
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PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS.
©ctjcitc.
-------- :o:-------ist BATTALION.

[Vol. XV., N o. 3.

1st BATTALION INTELLIGENCE.
■
--------0 -------Pte. C. Collins, J. Moser, and W. Lush, have been permitted
to extend their service to complete 1 2 years with the Colours.
Sergt. F. Tench has re-engaged for the Regiment to complete
years.
Corpl. W. Winton, Lance-Corpls. W. Hogdon, A. Francis, N.
Murphy, A. Ward, and Boy H. Parkinson, have been
awarded 2 nd. Class Certificates for Education.
Pte. F. Palmer has been appointed Drummer.
Lance-Corpl. R. Daykin, drums, has reverted to duty in the
ranks.
Pte. S. Sanham, 1 st. Bedford Regiment, re-engaged for the
Royal West Kent Regiment, and has joined the Battalion.
Good Conduct Pay has been granted to the undernamed as
stated :—
Granted 2 d. Lance-Corpls. A. Bowsher, and W. Hucks ;
Privates W. Bailey, W. Roots, T. Allen, C. Watson, W. Condon,
E. Ealey, and E Grove.
Granted id. Privates J. Forrester, G. Jarvis, C. Moore, W.
Scott, H. Candey, A. Clarke, H. Easter, C. Ashby, S. Beech,
R. Cairns, J. Ellis, T. Herrett, H. Ruby, E. Wilson, W. Lock,
C. Clarke, C. Brown, D. Murphy, J. Howard, S. Pettitt, H.
Hollands, H. Dunnett, J. Jenkins, and E. Gower.
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Promoted Colour-Sergt., Sergt. T. Callaghan, ist Oct., 1 8 9 6 .
Promoted Sergt., Lance-Sergt. G. Matthews, 2 1 st January.
Appointed Lance-Sergt. Corporal A. Tapp, 2 2 nd January.
Promoted Corporal, Lance-Corporal R. Roser, 8 th Novem
ber, 1 8 9 6 ; C. Button, 1 5 th January ; R. Harding, 2 1 st
January ; W. Cork, 2 1 st January.
Appointed Lance-Corporals, Privates J. Moser, J. Weller,
and J. Shields, 2 3 rd January.
2 nd

BATTALION.

Appointed Lance-Sergt. Corporal F. Grey, 1 9 th February.
Promoted Corporal, Lance-Corporal T. Brown, 2 7 th January.
Appointed Lance-Corporals, Privates Lee, 8 th January ; G.
Pullen, 4 th December, 1 8 9 6 ; W. Collins, 4 th December,
1 8 9 6 ; A. Lewis, 4 th December, 1 8 9 6 ; A. Morris, 1 9 th
December, 1 8 9 6 , and W. Igglesden, 1 9 th December.
DEPOT.
Promoted Corporal, Lance-Corpl. R. Shears, 2 nd February ;
R. Hazlett, 1 2 th February, and G. Farrell, 1 3 th
February.
3 rd

BATTALION.

Captain and Hon. Major C. D. Hohler resigns his Com.
mission, dated 1 0 th February.
2 nd

VOLUNTEER BATTALION.

Assheton Pownall, Gent., to be Second Lieutenant, dated
2 7 th January.
3 rd

VOLUNTEER BATTALION.

Frederic C. Davies, Gent., to be Second Lieutenant, dated
loth Februarv.

Restored id. Privates J. Duffy, E. Cuthberd, F. Ings, H.
Braybrook, W. Arnold, D. Morgan, C. Dupony, J. Bassett, C.
Dunton, C. Leppard, G. White, and J. Hoye.
—

The following letter from Major-General G. E. Sanford,
Commanding Meerut District, to Colonel Brock, will be read
with interest and pride. Colonel Brock’s reply will find an
echo from all ranks in the ist Battalion —
“ Headquarters, Meerut District,
“ January 2 4 th, 1 8 9 7 .
“ M y D ear B rock,—

“ I copy the final remark I have made on the
Annual Inspection Report of the R.W.K. You may like to
enter it in Regimental Orders and Digest of Services, with my
best wishes for the “ Q.O,”
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“ I consider this battalion excellent in every respect. I regret
exceedingly that it is leaving the District, but am sure it will
be a pleasure and a credit to any General Officer under whom
it may serve, so long as it keeps up its reputation.
“ (Signed), G. E. SANFORD, M ajor-G eneral ,
“ Commanding Meerut District.”
[ R eply ]

“ 2 4 th January,

1897.

“ M y D ear G eneral S anford .—

“ Very many thanks for your kind words, and
indeed for all your kindness and courtesy to us ever since we
have been under your command. I know I am expressing the
feeling of all when I say how very sorry we are to quit your
District, and our best hope is that some day it may fall to our
lot to serve against the enemy under you, knowing well we
could not be in better hands. I shall have great pride in enter
ing your remarks in Regimental Orders, and in the Digest of
Services of the Regiment.
“ Yours very sinceiely,
“ (Signed),
T. H. BROCK.”

Loodhiana Cemetery is about half-a-mile from the railway
station. Immediately to the left of the entrance we come to
the first grave, in which presumably the Roman Catholics were
buried, for most of the names are Irish. The inscription on the
slab is as follows :—
“ Sacred to the memory of the undermentioned Non-Com
missioned Officers and Men of Her Majesty’s 5 0 th
Regiment, who were killed by the falling of the
Barracks, on the 2 0 th May. 1 8 4 6 . This tablet is
erected by the comrades of the deceased, who shared
with them the dangers and glories of the four victories
of the campaign of the Suttledge, as a slight token of
the deep sorrow and commiseration they feel for the
sufferers by this melancholy accident.
RANK AND NAMES.
Corporal Thomas Caultwell. Corporal William Kelly.
Private Peter Feeney.
Private Michael Flynn.
James Mohey.
77 John Codey.
Lawrence Kelle.
Michael Doyle.
77
Hugh McGlyn.
Thomas
Caultwell.
77
>?
Richard Watkins.
William Killeen.
77
Michael O’Brien.
)) John Morris.
77
John Danagher.
77
79 John Smith.
Private Michael Sullivan.”
77

1st BATTALION CORRESPONDENCE.

--------0 -------A little more than half a century ago, the First Battalion i
The second grave is a very big one, in the far coiner of the
then known as the 5 0 th Regiment, at the conclusion of the
;
Cemetery,
to the right front of the entrance. It bears the
first Sikh or Sutlej Campaign, returned to its old quarters at
Loodhiana.
Previous to the above-mentioned campaign, following inscription :—
Loodhiana was our frontier station (just as Peshawur is at the
“ Sacred to the memory of the undermentioned Non-Com
present day), and was garrisoned by a strong force of all arms.
missioned Officers, Men, Women, and Children of Her
The return of the Battalion to its old station was an un
Majesty’s 5 0 th Regiment, who were killed by the falling
fortunate one for many a man, woman, and child in the Regi
of the Barracks, on the 2 0 th May, 1 8 4 6 .
ment. In those days the Barracks inhabited by British troops
“ This Tablet was erected by the comrades of the deceased
in India were not only a scandal to the authorities, but a disN.C.O.’s and Men, who shared with them the dangers
; grace to humanity, and it is to Sir Charles Napier, who com
and glories of the four victories of the campaign of the
manded the 5 0 th at Corunna, and eventually became ComSuttledge, as a slight token of the deep sorrow and
mander-in-Chief in India in 1 8 4 9 , that British soldiers are
commiseration they feel for the sufferers by this melan
indebted for the fact that the present Barracks occupied by
choly accident.
them are as good as they are.
HER MAJESTY'S 50TH REGIMENT.
To those who have read the back numbers of the Q.O.G., Names of the Men, Women, and Children, who were killed by
published about 1 9 years ago, or Colonel Fyler’s history of the
the fall of the Barracks, at Loodhianah, 2 0 th May, 1 8 4 6 .
5 0 th, the story of the falling in of the Barracks at Loodhiana
Sergeant John Ferris.
Private Henry Bailey.
will be familiar. But nowhere up to date has the writer seen
George Beddows.
Drummer William Ross.
any record given of the inscriptions actually raised over the
„
William Armstrong.
William Sleigh.
1 graves of the victims, or of the names of those so suddenly
Samuel Turner.
Corporal William Ross.
hurried into eternity. From the perusal of Colonel Fyler’s
George Craiger.
Private Francis Cuff.
book one is apt to gather a false impression as to how the
„ John Kendrick.
Oliver Davies.
names of the victims have been commemorated. As a matter
Richardson Greene.
,, William Carr.
of fact no monument has been erected, but the names of the
„ John Farmer.
n Thomas Jacob.
several men, women, and children, buried in each of the three
Samuel Stanlicks.
„ John Rankin.
graves, are recorded on a stone slab over each grave.
John
Brookman.
„ James Vellavois.
77
77

77

77

77
77

77

77
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Private Henry Biggs.
Private John Claytin.
Henry
Havers.
>» Archibald Mitchell.
V
t> John Samples.
tt John Cook.
?> George Wall.
?» Alexander Thompson.
John
Williamson.
tt Edwin Judd.
it
Edmund Rison.
tt William Walker.
James McClane.
WOMEN.
Mrs. Mary Ann Owens.
Mrs. Mary Ann Haitman.
„ Elizabeth Hafner.
,, Grave Caddan.
„ Ann Burns.
„ Matilda Woods.
,, Maria Thompson.
,, Emily Marshall.
Thomas Owens.
Celina Garin.
Mary Maeny.
William Woods.
James Sweeny.
Robert Caddan.

CHILDREN.
Bridget Newman.
Jane Owens.
Anne Maeny.
William Burns.
Henry Burns.
Ransome Sweeny.”

The third grave is about 2 0 yards south of the second, and
we see that the Tablet is
“ Sacred to the memory of the undermentioned Women and
Children of Her Majesty’s 5 0 th Regiment, who were
killed by the falling of the Barracks on the 2 0 th May,
1846.
“ This Tablet is erected by the Non-Commissioned Officers
and Men of Her Majesty’s 5 0 th Regiment as a slight
token of the deep feeling of sorrow and commiseration
they entertain for the melancholy fate of these un
fortunate sufferers.
WOMEN.
Mrs.
Mrs. Mary Ann Mackin.
,,
,, Eliza Ferris.
,,
„ Bridget Fleming.
,,
„ Mary Kelly.

and died is now trodden down by oxen and turned up by the
plough.
The old British lines were on the south side of the Ferozpore
road, close to the milestone marking the first mile outside
Loodhiana.
W.W.

FOOTBALL.
-----o----THE OFFICERS ist R.W. KENT REGT. v. OFFICERS
ROYAL INNISKILLING FUSILIERS.
Played on our ground on Saturday, January 2 nd, and after a
very good game resulted in a win for us by 3 goals to r,
Winning the toss we elected to play with the sun at our backs
and a slight wind, in our favour. During the first half the
game was fairly even, and for 2 0 minutes nothing was scored,
till Lieut. Hope put in a very warm shot which the goalkeeper
failed to stop. We pressed them rather severely till half-time,
but nothing more was scored, though the Inniskillings’ goal
was frequently in danger.
On resuming play, the Inniskillings quickly equalised, scoring
from a scrimmage in front of our goal ; but this seemed to be
their final effort, and for the rest of the game we had it much
our own way. We attacked strongly and kept the Inniskilling
backs well occupied ; after several narrow escapes Lt. Bush
scored from a good pass from Capt. Pedley. Continuing to
press we soon scored again. Lt. Beresford putting in a very hot
shot. Nothing more was scored, but we remained in our
opponents’ 2 5 the whole time ; and a very pleasant game ended
in our being victorious by 3 goals to 1 .

Elizabeth Hafner.
Ellen Duncan.
Mary Meehan.
Mary Walsh.

CHILDREN.
Ann Meehan.
EllenMeehan.
James Kelly.
James Stains.
It will be seen from the above that the number of human
beings connected with the 5 °th Regiment, killed in the terrible
catastrophe, amounted to 8 2 .
The slabs are at present in excellent order, well preserved,
and well cared for.
One cannot help being deeply impressed that absolutely no
vestige of the old Loodhiana Cantonments remains. On the
place being given up as a military station, the ground on which
the Barracks stood was sold or given to native farmers, and the
site on which so many of our predecessors lived and suffered

CRICKET.
----- o----- is t .

ROYAL WEST KENT v. 5th DRAGOON
GUARDS.

Played at Meerut on Saturday, January 9 th, and resulted in
an easy win for “ The Queen’s Own.” Lieutenant Bush played
a fine innings for his 6 5 , and was also very successful with the
ball. Scores :—
ist R.W. K ent R egiment .
1 — Lt. P. M. Robinson, b Parker ...
2 — Capt. S. H. Pedley, lbw, b Corbett
3$
3 — Lt. H. S. Bush, ct Col. Bowers, b Darbyshire
65
4 — Lt. H. Isacke, ct Parker, b Darbyshire
3
5 — Lt. T. P. C. Smith, b Darbyshire
...........
6 — Lt. R. B. Hope, ct Col, Bowers, b Parker
4
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7 —Lt.

J. W. O’Dowda, ct Ferris, b Corbett
8 —2 nd Lt. Leslie, b Corbett
9 —Lt. Price, b Darbyshire...
1 0 —Lt. Simpson, ct Wilkinson, b Corbett...
1 1 —2 nd Lt. Jackson, not out
..............
Extras
Total

Q U E E N ’S
..
••
...
...
...
...

...
...
...
...

...

...

179

...

I

5 TH Dragoon Guards.
—Capt. Heneage, b Bush ...
2 —Pte. Corbett, ct Bush, b O’Dowda
3 —Lt. Ferris, b O’Dowda ...
...
4 —Capt. Darbyshire. ct and b Bush
...
5—
Lt. Parker, b Bush
6—
Lt. Col. Bowers, b Bush
7—
Corpl. Helmsley, ct Jackson, b Bush ... •**
8—
Capt. Purefoy, ct Smith, b Bush
9 —Capt. Leetham, not out ...
..............
...
1 0 —Lt. Wilkinson, ct Bush, b Pedley
...
1 1 —Schoolmaster Dominie, ct Leslie, b Bush
Extras
1

Total

OWN

...

20

7
O
4
4

IO

0

...
—
...
...
...
...
...

4
O
3

On Monday morning we started with cricket. The 5 th
Lancers winning the toss went in, and, making the best of the
new wicket, compiled 1 3 8 before the last wicket fell. We, in
our turn, went to the wickets, but the whole team collapsed in
rather an unusual manner—the whole being dismissed for 9 3 .
Thus our opponents got a lead of 4 5 runs on the first innings.
Cricket was stopped at 1 .3 0 , as after lunch we had decided to
play polo, and go on with the cricket on the following morning.
In the afternoon the polo teams met, and we suffered rather
a severe defeat by 5 goals to 1 ; the game was very fast, and the
Lancers had the legs of us in the way of ponies. The teams
were as follow :—
5 th

20

8

No.

1

17

No.

2

2

...

2

...

65

2 nd I nnings .

6

o
5

0
1

No. 3
Back

3

wickets.

“ The Queen’s Own.”

Lieut. Browne-Clayton. Lieut. Price.
„

J. B. Scriven.

, Hulse
Major King.

,,

Bush.

„
„

Pack Beresford.
Robinson.

On Tuesday morning we resumed cricket, and making a
better start, dismissed the Lancers for 5 9 , there being scarcely
any stand made after the 1 st wicket fell. Lieut. Bush bowled
very well, taking 6 wickets at the cost of a very few runs. We
had to make 1 0 5 runs to win the match, and Lieut. Bush and
Capt. Pedley, opening the innings, were not parted till 30
runs were made. After this the wickets began to fall rapidly,
and at the end we had one wicket to fall and 9 runs to make.
Great excitement prevailed as Lieut. Beresford made a 2 , then
a bye was run, and the same officer making a 3 , we were left
three runs behind. But the next ball Lieut. Muspratt was
bowled, and we lost by 3 runs after a mest exciting finish
The scores were as follows :—
jth

L ancers .

3
1—

Total for

Lancers.

8

O

1— Capt. Leetham, st Smith, b Hope
2 — Schoolmaster Dominie, b Robinson
...
3 — Pte. Corbett, not out
4 — Corpl. Helmsley, b Hope
5 — Capt. Heneage, not out ...
6 —Lt. Parker
To Bat ...
7 —Lt. Wilkinson
,,
8 —Lt. Ferris...
„
9 —Capt. Purefoy
,;
io—Capt Darbyshire ,,
1 1 —Lt.-Col. Bowers
Extras

GAZETTE.

••

15

In response to a long standing invitation, fourteen of us in
cluding Colonel Brock, went down to Muttra for 4 days to visit
our old friends the 5 th Lancers, and to contend with them at
polo, cricket, football, &c. Leaving Meerut on Sunday morning
we arrived at Muttra in the afternoon, and were welcomed with
open arms by our old friends, who met us at the station with
their regimental drags.
We had the best of times, everyone enjoying himseF hugely ;
and charming hosts the 5 th made. They pressed us very hard
to stay longer, but, reluctant though we were to leave, our
duties called us back to Meerut.
'
-V• V

2—
3—
4—
5—
6—
7—
8—
9—
10—
11—

Major King, ct O’Dowda, b Pedley
Pte. Gascoigne, ct Bush, b Pedley
Lieut. Williams, b Pedley
Pte. Nixon, b O’Dowda ...
Capt. Parker, b Bush ...
Sergt.-Maj. Beale, ct Hope, b Isacke
Lieut. Scriven, b O’Dowda
Lieut. Arkwright, not out
Pte. Harold, b Pedley ...
Lieut. Fraser, ct Isacke, b Bush
Corpl. Panter, b Bush ..
Extras
Total

.

0

•
-

4
7

.

22

•

4

.

41

.
.
.

22

•

3

12

0

. 6
• 17
.
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2 nd I nnings .
1 — Pte.

Harold, run out
2— „
Gascoigne, ct and b Bush ...
3 — Lieut. Williams, ct and b Pedley
4 — Pte. Nixon, b Bush
5 — Capt. Parker, b Bush
6 — Sergt.Maj. Beale, b Bush
7 — Lieut. Scriven, b Bush ..
8— „
Arkwright, b Bush
9— „
Fraser, ct Simpson, b Pedley ...
10 —Corpl. Panter, b Pedley...
1 [—Major King, not out
...
..............
Extras
...
...
...
. .

...

...

...
...
...

Goal—Lieut. Robinson.
Backs—Lieut.
O’Dowda and Lieut. Smith.
6
Half-Backs—Lieuts. Price, Simpson and Browne-Clayton.
17
Right Wing—Lieut. Beresffrd and Capt. Pedley.
1
Left-Wing—Lieut. Bush and Lieut. Isacke.
3
Centre—Lieut. Hope.
1
Lieut. Robinson unfortunately had received a severe blow
0
on the knee at the last football match and was obliged to play
I
in goal.
8
3

...

4
S
IO

Total ...

...

59

“ T he Q ueen ’s O w n .”
1— Capt.

Pedley, b Williams
Isacke, b Williams
Bush, ct Panter, b Gascoigne ...
Smith, b Williams
Hope, b Gascoigne
O’Dowda, b G ascoigne .................
Price, b Williams
Simpson, not out...
Robinson, ct Fraser, b Gascoigne
Pack Beresford, b Gascoigne
Muspratt, st Panter, b Williams
Extras

...

2 — Lieut.

„
4— „
3—

5—
6—

„
„

7—

„

8—

„
„

9—

io— „
11 — „

...
...

...
...
...
...

...
...

About 9 . 3 0 a.m. we assembled at the Mess, and rode off 2 or
3 miles to a pigsticking meet, and had a very enjoyable morn
ing. One pig only was actually killed, two others got badly
speared, but managed to get away and conceal themselves in
the thick jungle all around.

19

In the afternoon our second teams of polo met, and, except
for
a slight accident at the commencement, when 2 of the 5 th
0
Lancers had a collison, but luckily escaped with a few bruises,
14
a very pleasant and even game it proved to be. Until the last
7
chukker the teams had each registered 5 goals, but in the last
10
chukker
we seemed to fall off a little, and the Lancers added 2
0
goals to their score, leaving them winners by 7 goals to 5 .
1
7
The teams were :—
4

2
0
8

93

2nd I nnings .

Pedley, ct Scriven, b Gascoigne...
2 —Lieut. Bush, b Gascoigne
3— „ Robinson, b Gascoigne ...
4
>> Simpson, b Williams
Isacke, b Gascoigne
5—
6— „
Smith, b Scriven ...
..............
7— „ Hope lbw, b Scriven
8— „
O’Dowda, b Williams .............
9— >, Pack Beresford, not o u t...
10— »
Price, b Gascoigne
n — „ Muspratt, b Gascoigne .............
Extras

Early on Wednesday morning we went out pigeon shooting,
and after a tie in the first match, we managed to win the
second.

12

Total ...

1 —Capt.
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No. r. Lieut. Hooper.
No. 2 .
„ Hill.
No. 3 .
,, Arkwright.
Back.
,, Jardine.

Lieut. Isacke.
„ Smith.
„ Simpson.
Capt. Lowe.

We returned sadly to Meerut on Wednesday evening, after
he most pleasant trip imaginable.

is t . BATTALION CORRESPONDENT.
.............. 4
.............. 39
...
...
I
.............. 3
2nd BATTALION INTELLIGENCE.
............. lb
---------- c-----------............. 12
............. 1 0
Good Conduct Pay has been granted to the undernamed as
4 stated :—
.............. 5
Granted 2 d. Privates G. F. Sutton and F. Wells.
.............
0
Granted id. Lance-Corporals Sealey, and E. Court, Privates
O
E. Parker, C. Farmer, W. O’Connor, W. Martin, A. Barnes,
..............
7 W. Saunders, C. King, E. J. King, A. Clackett, E. Clare, and
101
C. Harris.

In the afternoon we played football, and after a most
pleasant game we were victorious by 3 g >als to love. Our
forwards played together very well indeed, and thtir passing
was good. The team was as fellows :—

Restored id.
Hunt.

Privates G. Kesby, A. Stouchbury, and J.

Boy Edwin Temple, attested at London for the 1 st Battalion
has joined.
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Captain and Adjutant P. Umfreville has undergone a Course
of Instruction in the Physical Training of Recruits, at Aidershot.
Lance-Sergeant C. F. Harlt has paid the sum of £ i 8 for his
discharge.
The vacancy caused by the discharge of Sergeant M. Moore
has been filled by Sergeant Head from the 1 st Battalion.
B.y James Pinder, attested for the ist. Battalion, has joined.
Lance-Corporal C. Thornton has been awarded a Gymnastic
Certificate.
Lieutenant T. Nunn and Sergeant W. Millington have pro
ceeded to Hythe for a course at the School of Musketry.
The undermentioned Non-Commissioned Officers and Men
proceeded to Queenstown on loth February, and embarked for
ist Battalion on the “ Dihvara” the following day :—
3755 Sergeant S. J. Kill.
3620 Corporal G. J. Seaton.
3452 Private W. Berry.
F. S Murray.
4280
))
S. Eley.
4301
T.
Cooker.
4317
))
G. Stone.
4327
>5
W. Smith.
4238
»»
W. Lawrence.
)J
4383
F. C. Rapley.
4397
J)
G. Weller.
4398
T. Butcher.
4399
P. Berryman.
4403
R. T. Vine.
4406
J. Brooks.
4407
4412
G. Atkins.
J. C. Greenwood.
4415
J.
P. Sheen.
4419
J.
Fox.
4425
4426
W. Saunders.
yy

yy

yy

yy
yy
yy
yy

yy

yy

yy

4427 Private A. E. Akhurst.
4428
E. Ashton.
>5
J. R. Evans.
4429
E. Gowers.
443°
J. Steed.
443i
F. Holleyman.
4436
G. Mitchell.
4440
T. Jolley.
4442
C. Farmer.
4443
A. Barnes.
4445
4446
C. Humphreys.
W. A. O’Connor.
4449
4450
W. Martin.
E J. King.
4453
A. Broadhurst.
4457
4458
A. Clackett.
4462
W. G. Brown.
4464
J. Collins.
4468
J. Armstrong.
4762 Boy W. Wheeler.
yy

yy

,

Corporal H. Topp has been discharged, having paid the
necessary amount of £ 18 .
A Guard of Honour, consisting of Captain G. Marshall,
Second-Lieutentant Druce, two Sergeants, and 2 0 Rank and
File, with the Queen’s Colours and Band, formed a Guard of
Honour at the Drawing Room held in the Castle on 1 7 th
February. The Band afterwards played in St. Patrick’s Hall.
Private T. Baalham, on completion of seven years’ service,
has gone to the Army Reserve.
Private E. McNulty has paid Z ji 8 and discharged accord
ingly.
Corporal C. Lemmence absorbs the vacancy in the rank of
Corporal, caused by the discharge of Corporal Topp.
Bandmaster J. G. Graham is leaving the Battalion, having
given the three months’ notice to do so.
The prevalence of Typhus Fever has necessitated both Little
Ship Street and Great Ship Street being placed cut of bounds
Privates F. Bowgett and J. Cosgrove have been found
medically unfit for further service, and will be discharged.

yy

yy

yy

FOOTBALL.

yy

----- 0 -----

yy

yy

ARMY CUP—3 RD ROUND.

yy

yy

yy

yy

yy

yy

yy

yy

yy

The undermentioned have joined from the ist Battalion :—
Sergeant W. Evenden, Corporal C. Lemmence, Privates J.
Reed, J. Butler, W. Hicks, J. Pendry, E. Young, R. Davies, C.
Norton, and W. Musson.
The Battalion will be struck off all duties from ist to
April for a Course of Battalion Training.

1 9 th

Corporal A. Collins and Private Page have been transferred
to the Army Reserve, being permitted to convert the remainder
of their Colour-Service into Reserve Service.
Lance-Corporal J. Sealey, at his own request, returns to duty
as Private.
■ Private Davies and Butler have gone to the Regimental
Depot for duty.
Boy B. Wallington has joined on being attested for the
Battalion.

2nd

B a t t . ROYAL WEST KENT

REGIMENT v
NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE REGIMENT.

2 nd

B a tt

This match, in the 3 rd Round of the Army Cup, was played
at Dublin on Wednesday, February 1 0 th, before a large and
distinguished audience, including H.E. the Viceroy, MajorGeneral Lord Frankfort, etc., etc. The day, fortunately, was a
fine one, though a bit d u ll; but the ground, owing to the
recent rains, was heavy and slippery.
The North Staffords having won the toss, elected to kick to*
wards Viceregal Lodge, and the game began punctually at 2.30
p.m. The West Kent immediately pressed, and for the first
five minutes penned their opponents till, from a slight
scrimmage, Ott put the ball through the posts with a neat, low
shot, amid vociferous cheering. This early success put the
West Kent in high good humour with themselves, and for quite
ten minutes they were continually in their opponents’ quarters,
the North Staffords being evidently a bit disheartened, and no
one but the goalkeeper, who effected some marvellous saves,
offered an adequate resistance. However, they soon pulled
themselves together in excellent fashion, and the West Kent goal
was in turn fiercely assailed, but their back division were all
there and proved very hard to pass. The shooting also of the
North Staffords left something to be desired. About twenty
minutes from the start Colour-Sergeant Sharpe slipped up on
the greasy ground, and unfortunately dislocated his shoulder,

THE QUEEN’S OWN GAZETTE.
the game being stopped for two or three minutes. A medical
man was soon in attendance and put the limb in again, and
Colour-Sergeant Sharpe pluckily resumed his place, though
evidently suffering great pain. On the resumption of the game,
the North Staffords pressed severely, and several times were
within an ace of scoring. They were now playing a fine de
termined game, the forwards showing very good combination,
and it looked any odds on our defence being pierced, but again
the shooting was faulty, though Lance-Corporal Parker brought
off some fine saves. Several corners fell to them, but proved
fruitless. The^West Kent at last got the ball away, and rushed
down to the other end, where, in the melee that ensued in front
of goal, a penalty kick was awarded them. The attempt, how
ever, was a failure. The North Staffords responded with a
combined descent on our goal, and their effort was almost
crowned with success, Parker misjudging a high dropping shotj
and only just tipping the ball over the bar, conceding a corner’
which was unproductive. From now until half-time the game
was very fast, the ball travelling up and down, and both goal
keepers were called on to save, one particularly fine effort by
Ott only just missing its mark. Half-time was called with the
ball in dangerousiproximity to the North Stafford goal.. On
the game being re-started, it was seen that Colour-Sergeant
Sharpe had his left arm in a sling and tightly bandaged to his
side, a bad look-out for us apparently, our best forward being
practically disabled. However, disabled as he was, he in the
most plucky manner went on, and, what is more, played a
beautiful game. Here let me express our admiration for the
sporting way in which the North Staffords treated their dis
abled adversary. Right up jto the end of the game they took
the greatest trouble not to charge him violently ; in fact, the
fact that we had a partially disabled man on our side was,
owing to their sporting conduct, a source of weakness to them,
and I am sure I am only echoing the opinion of the whole
Regiment when I say that* never was a more chivalrous spirit
displayed in any football match than by every man of the North
Stafford team in this respect, and we are deeply sensible of itThe West Kent now seemed to have got their second wind,
and despite the plucky resistance of the enemy's backs, their
goalkeeper for fully twenty minutes had an anxious time of it,
but was fully equal to the task, bringing off some wonderful
saves, one lovely shot of Sergeant . Bass’s from about 2 0 yards
being only just tipped over the cross-bar. Shortly after ColourI Sergeant Sharpe started a fine dodging run. but shot over.
The North Staffords then woke up, and had a shot at goal,
which was unsuccessful. The ball travelled up to the other end
and Humphries made a good attempt, but shot a loot or two
wide. There were now only about twenty minutes more, and
the North Staffords, realising this, made tremendous efforts,
and there were some most exciting scenes in front of oui goal,
but luck was against them, and they could not score, \hough
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several times within an ace of doing so. Once Parker slipped,
but fell near the ball, and, amid a scene of indescribable ex
citement, just managed to reach it in time and throw it away ;
and again, following a free kick for hands against Comyn, the
outside left had a shot when Parker was temporarily absent
from his charge, but the ball missed the left goal-post by inches
only. ■ Colour-Sergeant Sharpe once got right away, but, owing
to his injury, was not quite quick enough to send in one of his
famous shots. Right up to within five minutes of time a con
tinual bombardment of our citadel was kept up, till at last the
forwards got away, and Ott, after a pretty run along the line,
scored a fine goal, which, however, was disallowed on the
ground that the ball had previously gone behind. The play
continued fast and exciting till “ Time ” was called, leaving us
with a hard-earned victory by one goal to nothing.
The game was a very fine one, honestly and fairly contested)
and considering the state of the ground, was very fast.
The
North Staffords had almost as much of the game as we did, and
had their shooting been more deadly they must have scored.
Their forwards were quicker on the ball, and showed just as
good combination as ours. The backs and half-backs played
well, and their goalkeeper was excellent.
To turn to our own side they have not played a belter game
this year ; both in attack and defence they have improved
tremendously. If I may be allowed to offer a little criticism I
am inclined to think : ( 1 ) That the forwards, when they get the
ball, hesitate a little too much before going on. ( 2 ) That when
the ball is in mid-field, the ball is not often enough passed out
to the outside wings. I think you will find that when the
ball is in the centre, the two opposing outside half-backs
generally draw in towards the centre, and therefore if the ball
is sent straight out, the outside wings have all the more chance
of getting clean away.
As regards individual play, where all played so well it would
be hard to particularize, but I would mention Lieut. Comyn,
Corporal Canty, Lance-Corporal Parker, and Private Ott as
being excellent, and then give Sergeant Bass a line to himself
and say that he was easily the best man on the field , both in
attack and defence he was superb, cool, and untiring, and a
Earless tackier; in fact he was the model of what a half-back
should be.
We must sympathise with Colour-Sergeant Sharp on his un
fortunate accident, which prevented him from showing his fine
form, while at the same time we give him unstinted praise for
the plucky manner in which he stuck to it, though severely
injured. May we see the team figuring in the “ Final” again at
Aldershot, this time successfully, and “ May I be there to see”
is the hearty wish of your
2 nd B att. FOOTBALL CORRESPONDENT.
Dublin, February

1 3 th, 1 8 9 7 .
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FRAUDS.
( Continued from page

EDITORIAL.
IJI2

)

Some frauds are patent, others very glib,
Some carry trade marks, the cuts of their jib;
Some you’d tell ’em in a crowd, Martial smart and tall.
But the barely standard little fraud, I think’s the worst of all.
His yarn is very plausible, address is proved correct,
He’s worked at such and such a place, no reason to reflect
About his antecedents,'till you’re called on to explain,
Inquiries made about him, but you seek and seek in vain.
For frauds and their ways
There’s just one need of praise ;
They’d deceive the cutest judge from North to South,
So frank when they’re enlisting,
Such nice answer's they persist in,
You’d fancy butter melting in their mouth.
Y’ou hardly think they’ll pass,
But they always do alas !
Then you view the “ S k i m p s ” success with exultation,
Till you’re called on to explain,
Antecedents place and name ;
Exulting then gives place to consternation.

OTHER CAUSES.
Other causes are perplexing,
And absconders very vexing ;
And “ Chums ” oh there ! a little swear I’ll smother.
For one’s so fit and hearty,
But not so the other party ;
Then I’m blessed if one will.go without the other.
Three most important factors,
And you’ll twig below the actors ;
Who mostly militate against success,
Are when “ Sister,” “ Ma,” and “ Sweetheart,”
Their strong influences im part;
Leaves us very little chance you must confess.
Still what's the good repining,
Every' cloud a silver lining ;
Successful one’s outbalance those that fail.
Lets hope the next batch passes,
Then there’ll be no more alas’s ;
So with that hope, I hereby end my tale.

An Amateur Pantomime has lately taken place in Maid
stone, in aid of the West Kent Hospital. Capt. Rowe, Lieut.
Buckle, and 2 nd Lieut. Fiennes were among the performers,
the former as “ King of the Cannibal Islands” being a success
>n every way ; his dress and make-up were as near the real
articles as could be imagined, though, if cleanliness be next to
godliness, he was a long distance moved from the latter quality.
The following figured in the final tableaux as a guard of
honor to Her Majesty, a bust of whom occupied the central
position : Col.-Sergts. Church, McRedmond, Evans ; Sergts.
Booker, Burgess, Howland.

We regret being unable to supply any more Almanacks
owing to the stock which was set aside to meet demands at the
Depot having become exhausted.
The year before last a large number were undisposed of, and
therefore a reduced number were ordered this year to avoid a
surplus.
Should there be an excess in either battalion, it is hoped our
representatives will return a few to us to meet outstanding
demands.
We beg to acknowledge with many thanks the receipt of the
following Subscriptions : —
To December 3 1 st, 1 8 9 7 . Mr. A. Haysmore, Colonel
Henderson, Colonel Clarke, Mr. Jagger, Mrs. Dalison, Mr.
Frankling, Lieut.-Colonel Dury, J. Goss, Esq., A.S.C., Colonel
Wilson, Mrs. Coulter, Mr. Newberry, Mrs. Lowe, Mrs. Juryt
Mr. Judge, Brigade Surgeon Owen-Owen, Lieut.-Colonel
Bellers, Major J. W. Jones, Sergt.-Instructor J. Muddle, and
Sergt.-Instructor C. Maynard.
To July,

1898.

To December,

Mr. Whelan.
1898.

Miss Harber, and Colonel Doran.

DEATHS.
At Meerut, Bengal, on 3 rd January, No.
1 st Battalion.
At Meerut, Bengal, on
Leonard, 1 st Battalion.

8 th

At Meerut, Bengal, on
Shaw, 1 st Battalion.
T he T erms

of

3649,

January, No.

1 0 th

4107,

January, No.

S ubscription

are as

Pte. Deere,
Private W.

2421,

Pte. A

F ollows :

The Officers of hotli the Line Battalions and Depots, 6 d.
per month.
Other Subscribers, 3 s. per annum, including postage.
Almanac, 3 s. 6 d.

With

Copies will be sold at id. per Number to Non-Commissioned
Officers and Men serving with the Colours. I f sent by post
is. 6 d. per year.
Extra copies or back numbers can always be supplied at the
same rate as is charged to N.C.O.’s and men.
A ll Subscriptions payable in advance, and all Correspondence
to be addressed to :
T he E ditor ,

The Queen s Own Gazette,
The Barracks, Maidstone.
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PROMOTI ONS AND APPOI NTMENTS.

2nd BATTALION

[Vol. XV., N o. 4.

INTELLIGENCE.

IjJeflimctttal (Qcijette.

--------:o:-------Sergeant-Instructor C. B. Mitchell has re-engaged to com
plete 2 1 years’ service with the Colours.

1 s t B A T T A L IO N .
P ro m o te d

C o r p o r a l- L a n c e - C o r p o r a l

A.

J a n u a r y ; A . M c In to s h , 6 t h F e b r u a r y ;
F e b r u a r y ; H . P u n n e tt, 2 0 t h F e b r u a r y .

D a v is,

21st

F. R o g e rs, 6 th

Good Conduct Pay has been granted to the undernamed as
stated :

2 n d B A T T A L IO N .

Granted 4 d., Private R. Pells.

P ro m o te d B a n d m a s t e r - ( W a r r a n t O fficer)—S e r g e a n t A. E.
Ingham , 1 s t M a rc h .
P ro m o te d
M arch.
A p p o in te d

S e r g e a n t—L a n c e - S e r g e a n t
L a n c e - C o r p o r a l—P r i v a t e

J.
W.

H o w a rd ,

1 st

P e n n e y , 1 8 th

F eb ru ary .
D EPO T.
P ro m o te d

C o r p o r a l- L a n c e - C o r p o r a l

Lance-Corporals G. Dixon and J. Bell have gone to the
Regimental Depot for duty.

W.

M inall,

1st

Granted 2 d., Private W. Bucklow,
Granted id., Lance-Corporal H. Bilby, Privates E.
Humphrey, W. Groves, W. Walsh, R. Pritchard, E. Harden
R. Goodchild, R. Trimlett, and A. Bailey.
Restored id., Private R. J. Bell, T. Shaw, B. Binder, and H.
Hodgkiss.
A pension of 4 s. 6 d. has been granted Bandmaster Graham.
Lance-Corporal G. Bance reverts to Private at his own
| request.

March.

1st BATTALION INTELLIGENCE.
--------:o:-------Private C. Dunning, 2 nd Highland Light Infantry, has joined
on transfer to serve with an elder brother.
Maurice McNamara has been attested for the Regiment.
Privates J. Scammell and W. Davey have been granted
certificates qualifying as cold shoers.
The undernamed have passed in Group I for 1 st Class
Certificates for Education :—
Colour-Sergeant (O.R.S) J. Cover, Colour-Sergeant J.
George, Sergeants S. Drew, A. Rogers, J. Bowman, G. Dibden,
E. Powers, W. Arnold, G. Griffen, Corporals A. Andrews, W.
Richards, A. Mansfield, Lance-Corporal P. Courtney, Privates
H. Smith and E, Tavner.

Appointed Provisional Lance-Corporals are Privates A.
Akhurst, W. Groves, and S. Dorman. Private H. Gibbs is
appointed Acting Lance-Corporal whilst employed as School
Assistant.
Corporal J. Hyde has proceeded to the School of Signalling,
Aldershot, to join a class of instruction in Army Signalling.
Corporal E. H. Garrett has been permitted to convert the
unexpired portion of Colour Service into Reserve Service, and
has left accordingly. Lance-Corporal E. C. Baker, Privates G.
Snaith and G. Lynds, have also received the same permission.
Corporal W. Freeland has taken his discharge with a view
to modified pension.
Lieutenant C. E. Kitson attends the course of Instruction in
Range Finding at Aldershot.
Sergeant A. E. Ingham, 2 nd Battalion Royal Irish Fusiliers,
transferred to ihe Royal West Kent Regiment to fill the place
of Bandmaster Graham, has joined.
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2nd BATTALION CORRESPONDENCE.
-----------o-----------

I D ear

M r. E ditor,

The second Levee of the Dublin season was held on February
1 6 th, when the Battalion was represented by the following :—
Major Harrison, Captains Moody, Marsh, Marshall ; Lieuts.
! Long, Kitson, James ; 2 nd Lieuts. Druce, Foster, Bonhamj Carter, Mulloy, and Hildyard.

A small draft of twenty Recruits joined on February 2 3 rd
I am sorry to hear of all your editor’s troubles. It is
‘
from
the Depot, with Corporals Duff, Freeland, and Pierpoint,
annoying when you have succeeded in getting your corres
and Lance-Corporal Bance. But we still want about 1 3 0 men
pondents up to time to be treated badly by your printer.
I hope the change you tell me you have made will work to bring us up to our establishment.

well. This is a short month ; and so I suppose I ought to have
A Torch Light Tattoo is being organised by the Garrison in
shown my appreciation of the fact by sending you my notes a honour of the Lord Lieutenant. The first rehearsal is to take
day or so earlier than usual.
, place on March 1 st, on our Barrack Square.
The event of the month, is, of course, our survival of another
We hope next week to hear of Major Alderson’s safe arrival
Round in the Army Cup.
at home, and that he will very quickly recover from his attack
Our team played a very much better game than of late, skill ■ of fever.
and combination being very noticeable.
P.S.—I am sending you a New Zealand paper which arrived
Had it not have been for the injury which Colour-Sergeant here last evening, addressed “ The Editor, Queen’s Onn
Sharp sustained early in the game, I think we should Gazette, Royal West Kent, Dublin.” I have searched in vain
probably have had another goal to our credit. He stuck most for the cause of its being sent. I thought I might find
pluckily to the game, but he was too severely handicapped by some allusion to the Regiment or somebody connected with it
the dislocation of his shoulder to have been called upon to kick in the past, but I have failed. I hope you will be more
! a goal when a penalty gave our team such a chance of scoring. successful.
i
An excellent judge of the game has sent you an account of
2 ND BATTALION CORRESPONDENT.
the match, and in case you care to publish what other people |
say about it, I enclose the account published in Ireland, [The sender is Mr. P. Whelan, Kent Street, Auckland, N.Z.,
Saturday night of February 1 3 th.
who served with the 5 0 th from 2 nd August, 1 8 5 3 , to 1 7 th
August, 1 8 7 5 , and was Canteen Steward till the 1st Battalion
We were told on very good authority that, had the match
embarked for Egypt in August, 1 8 8 2 .]
been played on a Saturday, there would have been fifteen
thousand people present. The fact of our playing against the
Regiment
we relieved in Dublin,' and one which has such a i We regret our 2 nd Battalion Correspondent’s budget came
O
good football reputation in the north of Ireland, would account too late for insertion in last month’s number. Our eagerness
to give the printer a good start prevented us waiting later
for a considerable amount of interest.
The second drafc this trooping season left here on February | than the 2 7 th, the last working day of the month.—Editor.
loth to join the 1 st Battalion.
The route marching season has finished, as is now customary,
with six days’ continuous marching. The Dublin Garrison
carried it out by half Battalion, so that every man might be
able to march. On the last day of the second week the G.O.C.
—Lord Frankfort — saw the half Battalion, consisting of
B, F, G, H, Co.’s, when they were about four miles from
home on the return journey. The men were marching
particularly well when he, without any warning, came upon
them.
Now four Companies are doing gymnastic training, pre
paratory to field training. We hope they will not only succeed
in maintaining the high reputation the Battalion gained at
field training last year, but we hope they will improve upon
it

D ear M r . E ditor ,

You will have received an account from your
football correspondent of the last round which we played in the
Army Cup Tie. The result is sad, but we had little cause to be
confident of victory. Colour-Sergeant Sharp had not been able
to play since the last round, and was not fit really to play in
this round. Corpl. Cantry, owing to a bad strain, did not play,
and one or two others were a bit the w'orse for wear.
We lost the toss, and the wind was very high and made play
difficult. When we changed ends the wind was less strong
and did not handicap our opponents quite as much as it had
handicapped us.

GAZETTE,
Our old friends the Lancashire Fusiliers came in a special
train from Athlone.
Their team is now in the semi-final, and they have our best
wishes for success in the final.
The Castle season, which has been a very successful one,
came to an end as usual on March 1 7 th, St. Patrick’s Day. The
hall at the Castle was as crowded as ever.
Fifteen years ago the Battalion lanced at Dublin.
The Lord Lieutenant gave a great banquet on the 1 5 th to
commemorate the length of Her Majesty’s reign. A torch
light tattoo had been got up by the bands, etc, in garrisom
assisted by the bands of the Royal Irish Constabulary and
Dublin Police.
Captain Marsh represented the Battalion on the Committee,
and a couple of rehearsals took place on our Barrack Square.
The evening of the State Banquet was calm and fine, and the
torch light tattoo proved a very great success. Owing to June
2 2 nd being fixed as the date for the commemoration of Her
Majesty’s record reign, the date of the Regimental. Dinner has
! been fixed for Monday, June 1 4 th.
This date, it is hoped, will suit everybody, as well or better
than the 2 2 ndCaptain Marshall has taken over the secretaryship of the
Garrison Club. The Club is and has been for a long time in
debt, but thanks to Captain Marshall's energy this debt will be
almost, if not quite, wiped off when the season this year
commences.
The half battalion at field training, viz ,'the companies com
manded by Lieut. James (Capt. Campbell’s company), Captains
Moody, Fanshawe, and Marsh, were on the 2 6 th inst. inspected
by our General, Lord Frankfort. The high reputation the
battalion has earned in Dublin for field training was, we are
delighted to say, well maintained in the opinion of the G.O.C.
On April 1 st battalion training commences and lasts till 1 9 th
April. At last a C.O. may have the chance of seeing his men.
A staff ride took place under Colonel Hutton, C.B., A.D.C.,
: the A.A.G. of the Dublin District, on the 2 4 th and 2 5 th insts.
, Lieut.-Colonel Giove went as chief of the staff to Colonel
1 Hutton, commanding the Army Corps.
Major Harrison was
! given command of one of the three divisions, with whom went
| Major Moore as A.A.G., and Captain Burt was in command cf
j the men of our cyclist section, who did excellent work.
The officers who were to take part in the ride were seen by
; Lord Roberts earl)' on the 2 4 th, in the Phoenix Park. Lords
Roberts and Frankfort and their staff left Dublin early next
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day, training their horses to Diogheda, and rode over the
ground where we were operating, in the neighbourhood of the
site of the famous battle of the Boyne.
At 5 p.m. we all met Lord Roberts at the White Horse in
Drogheda, where the proceedings were reviewed.
The ride was most interesting and instructive.
Captain Montgomery-Campbell has joined the Gold Coast
Constabulary for a period not exceeding a year.
From a letter written at sea and just received, he expects to
be at once sent up country, which is likely to p'-ovefar healthier
and interesting than a sojourn on the Gold Coast.
Lieut.-Colonel Baden Powell gave a very interesting lecture
this month on Rhodesia. His lecture, and roughly drawn big
scale map, helped us to understand better the operations which
Major Alderson conducted. The latter has returned, and
has sick months’ sick leave. We hope very shortly to see him
here and give him a right hearty welcome.
The following is an extract from the Times, of March
:—

1 0 th,

1897

“ It was refreshing therefore to hear the praises bestowed on
Colonel Alderson for the skill with which he planned an attack
on Makoni’s stronghold by a sudden detour at night from his
apparent line of march, and for the bravery with which his
troops stormed a position honeycombed with caves, and much
more adapted for the operations of ferrets than of soldiers.
“ This, the first, and many other operations which the
Mounted Infantry had to conduct, sometimes under Colonel
Alderson in person, sometimes under Major Jenner, an officer
who gained the especial confidence of the settlers for his cool
ness and skill, and sometimes under Captain MacMahon, and
junior officers, led to the restoration of order in Mashonaland,
and, what to some will be equally gratifying, to restoration in
some measure of the prestige of the British soldier. Even
Dutchmen acknowledged that these Mounted Infantry could
shooc, and were astonished at the precision of the volleys
which they poured in on the enemy’s positions. The operations
which these Imperial Troops, Hussars as was as Mounted
Infantry, had to undertake, were conducted under conditions,
the trying nature of which may be appreciated by the fact that
out of 12 officers and 1 5 0 men, 7 officers and 7 0 men are now
in hospital.
“ The operations covered a period of several months, during
the whole of which the troops had to march without tents, with
little transport, with inadequate supplies, and with horses fall
ing out from sheer impoverishment. And they had to fight an
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9 9 copies have been sold realising ^ 7 5 , and 6 7 copies have
been given away according to custom in presentation copies,
copies to the author, and those who assisted him, and in ;
copies to reviewers. I may add that Her Majesty accepted a
copy, and notified through her private secretary that she was
“ much gratified at the wording of the dedication.”
There are still left in stock 3 3 4 copies, of which only 8 0 are 1
bound.

enemy retired into hills of gigantic granite boulders, belched
I forth from the bowels of the earth, apparently for the only
useful purpose of hiding blacks between their crevices and
interstices.”

1

Another extract I also give which is from an article called
Rhodesia—the second of the series—in the Times of March
2 4 th.
_

From Major-General Sir F. Carrington.
To His Excellency the High Commissioner, South Africa.
Umtali,
December 1 2 th, 1 8 9 6 .

I have acquired from Messrs. Chapman and Hall all their
right in the unsold copies, and have made advantageous terms
with them, under which they contract to bind the unbound
copies at iod. each, and to continue to sell, as my agent, on a
commission of 1 0 per cent.

My Lord,
I have the honour to forward herewith my report on the
operations in connection with the late rebellion in Matabeleland
and Mashonaland * * * * *

Additional matter could, of course, be added to the unbound
copies.
Should the Regiment wish to acquire the copyright, and the
remainder of the issue, I shall be glad to meet them on very
favourable terms.
Faithfully yours,

Staff, Mashonaland, Major and Local Lieutenant Colonel
Alderson, Royal West Kent Regiment, commanding the troops,
North Mashonaland. This officer took up the command of
operations at a most critical time, when there was no competent
head to direct matters on the spot, and, owing to the wires being
cut from time to time, I was unable to communicate with him,
so that he had to act on his own responsibility, all his opera
tions were successfully carried out.

A . F yler .

To the Editor of The Queen's Own Gazette.
A rlesey B ur y ,

It was largely due to his arrangements that the rebels in
Mashonaland were brought into subjection, and the troops
i enabled to withdraw from the country before the rainy season
i set in. * * * * *

H itchin .
2 7/3/97-

D ear S ir,—

Your numbers for February and March both
contain very interesting information of the 5 0 th in India, very
valuable as being gleaned on the spot.

We hope before long that we shall be able to call Major
i Alderson by the rank which he held so worthily in South
Africa.
2ND BATTALION CORRESPONDENT.

Captain Cobham and eight Privates killed at Punniar were
buried that evening on the field of battle. It is the first I have
heard of a monument having been raised to their memory at
Fort William.

To the Editor of The Queen's Own Gazette.
A rlesey , B ury ,
H itchin .
27 lx '97.

I

D ear S ir ,—

1

The contract with Messrs. Chapman and Hall for
the publication of the History of the 5 0 th, The Queen’s Own
Regiment, which was for two years, has expired, and I take the
;
opportunity of publishing the result.

Your correspondent says :—“ Corporal Guy and about eight j
Privates.” As only eight were killed altogether, it would
probably be Corporal Guy and seven Privates, unless a
severely wounded man afterwards died and was included. It
would be very interesting if your' correspondent could give the
names.

The writer of the very interesting article in the March
number, giving the names of those who perished in the fall of
. 5 0 0 copies were printed, the contract price being ^ 1 9 2 1 0 s. ; the barracks at Loodhiana, says that the readers of the
inclusive of establishment charges. The publishers say, how - History of the 5 0 th are “ apt to gather a false impression as
ever, that this has not covered their publishing expenses.
“ to how the names of the victims have been commemorated.’

THE QUEEN’S OWN GAZETTE.
I, on the contrary, consider his article as a valuable testimony
to the correctness of my relation of the incident, though monu
mental slabs would have been clearer than the word monument.
The latter word was taken from the Orderly Room records.
Page 2 4 1 of the History of the 5 0 th speaks of the dead as
“ upwards of 8 0 souls,” and page 2 4 2 say5, “ they were buried
in three common graves, where a monument has since been
“ erected.” I did not know when I wrote what form this
monument took, and the information on this point is very
valuable.
Faithfully yours,
A. F vier.

FOOTBALL.
ARMY CUP.—5 th ROUND.
2 nd

R.W. KENT REGIMENT v, LANCASHIRE
FUSILIERS.

Played at Dublin on March 1 9 th, 1 8 9 7 . The attendance was
very large, all anxious to see whether the players from the hop
county would retain their unbeaten record in Dublin. It was
also swelled by about 2 5 0 of the Lancashire Fusiliers and nearly
all their officers, who had come from Athlone to cheer their
representatives on. The day was fine, but unfortunately the very
high wind, blowing nearly straight down the ground, spoilt the
play altogether.
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blowing quite half a gale. Our goal had several narrow escapes
but the defence was very good, and they could not add to their
score. About 1 0 minutes before half-time Ott got a very nasty
kick on the ankle, for which a foul was allowed, and though he
went on it could be seen the injury materially affected his play.
Shortly before half-time their outside right sent in a “ snorter,”
which luckily hit the goal post and was then cleared.
When
half-time arrived we breathed again, and I must say nearly
every one thought that, with the wind in our favour, we mus*score, as our team all round had shown better form than their
opponents, but for some reason our team did not play up to
their reputation at all ; in fact, the forwards were all abroad,
and combination was conspicuous by its absence. We got down to
their end at once, and from a free kick for hands in front of goal
the ball went through without touching anyone. Play remained
in their half, but the kicking was wild, and none of our men,
except Cornyn, seemed to be able to guage the force of the wind
at all, the result being that the ball was continually going
behind. Sergeant Bass made one good shot which just missed
its mark. Then the Lancashire centre forward got away, and
aff.er a very good run seemed certain to score, but Comyn and
Ball just got back in time. Yet another free kick to us in front
of their goal, but the ball went just over the top. We continued
pressing, but the forwards were still all abroad and could not
get together. We experienced hard luck on one occasion, a
very neat shot of Colour-sergeant Sharpe’s from the right hitting
the left goal post and then bounding back on to the right goa^
post without going through. Again from a corner the same
man headed just over. As time approached cur men seemed to
.lose heart a bit, and the Fusiliers got away several times, but
were never actually dangerous. Two or thiee more shots were
made at their goal, but they lacked both sting and precision, and
“ time” was called leaving the Lancashire Fusiliers winners by
one goal to nothing.

|

■
[
;

:
!
|
!

j
I

!

Our opponents won the toss and elected to play with the
wind, the ball being set in motion by Colour-sergeant Sharpe at
; 2 4 5 p.m. The ball immediately was brought down to our end,
| and after some rather scrambling play Parker was called on to
That we were all disappointed at the result goes without
save, which he did well. From this throw out Colour-sergeant saying. From the way our team had kept their opponents at
I Sharpe got on to the ball and made a beautiful run right down bay the first half, and from the combination our forwards had
to the other end, where Sergeant Spooner seemed to have the displayed when they did get away, we anticipated a fairly easy
goal at his mercy, but made a very poor attempt, the ball victory as scon as we had the wind with us ; but directly the
missing the goal by yards. The Fusiliers then got down to our game was re-started it could be seen that something was wrong.
end, but Sergeant Taylor relieved the pressure. Play continued The backs and half-backs were kicking too hard. The forwards
I in our end except for one or two breaks away on the part of our persisted in kicking the ball up into the air and not on the
forwards, but it was not till 2 5 minutes from the start that the ground, a most fatal mistake when the wind is high, as directly :
Fusiliers scored. Parker had saved a shot and sent it out to the ball went up it was carried away anywhere but in the
| Ott, who tried to clear, but sent it straight to their centre half, direction intended. I myself am of opinion that the forwards
| who had a clean shot at goal, which took effect, the ball going ; always go in for too much heading ; it is the business of the
through high up in the right corner, a very fine shot and almost halves and backs to head, but the forwards ought to do their
impossible to save. After the kick off play was of rather a best to keep the ball on the ground, except, of course, when it *
■scrambling order, both sides being over excited. We got up to the is absolutely necessary to head. The passing is twice as ac
I other end once or twice, but play was chiefly in our end, it being curate if done with the feet, and the game is twice as fast, and
very hard to get the ball away in face of the wind, which was it is much harder for the opposing halves to get the ball than if
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! it is sent, often aimlessly, up in the air. In this particular
: match, with such a high wind blowing, the practice was suicidal,
and destroyed all combination. However, it is all very easy to
be wise afcer the event, and we must accept our defeat un
grudgingly and try to do better next time. There is, I think,
no doubt that the Lancashire Fusiliers were not such a good
team as the N. Staffords, though we must allow that their
backs defended beautifully the second half, and were always on
hand at the right time. To turn to our team, Sergt. Bass
was good, but not up to his best form, which is very good.
Comyn and Ball played well, and Sergt. Taylor worked hard.
I cannot single out any of the forwards for especially good play,
i though I think Humphries did better than the rest, but is very
apt to be selfish.

instructors excluded) in the district were divided into heavy,
middle, light, and feather weights. Corporal Pond, Depot, who
was boxing in the middle weights, knocked Private Ivingsland,
R.M.L.I., out in two rounds. He then boxed a bye with
Corporal Dickson, and after polishing him off in the second
round, tackled Private Holmes, Royal Scotch Fusiliers, in the
final. In the second round Pond struck his adversary in the
jaw with such force that he brought himself to his knee, in
which position he was in turn knocked over by Holmes.
This being a foul Corporal Pond was declared winner of the
first prize in the middle weight. Private Lofts, Depot, boxing
in the feather weights, beat Private Fagan, R.M.L.I., in three
rounds. Both men showed very good form which reflected
great credit on their trainer Sergeant Outten.

j Colour-Sergeant Sharpe naturally did not show his true
' form, both from the fact that his shoulder might have gone out
I any minute and also from his enforced absence from the football
field ever since the match with the N. Staffords. Parker did
very well, the iffiot that took effect would, I think, have even
defeated Sutcliffe.

A full list of Cricket fixtures has been arranged for the
season, and it is hoped the men will be roused from their
lethargy, and make a good shape at the national pastime, and
show their appreciation to those who have lately done a steady
tramp, tramp, tramp, in front of the roller.

j r

1

Let us now work hard, pull together, and try to correct our
aults, which are not really many, and next year will see us
better than ever. “ Combination ” and “ pulling together ” are
the key notes of success in this and in every other game. A selfish
man does more harm to his side than good, however brilliant he
may be.

The troops at the Depot were witness to a march of the
Chatham Garrison, who were on their 6 days continuous route
marching, and afterwards took part in the defence of Chatham
against
an invading
O
o force.

DEPOT INTELLIGENCE.

»
The Depot Sergeants’ mess sent a representative XI to meet
the Sergeants of the Royal Warwick Regiment, Chatham, at
football, March 5 th. The game terminated in a satisfactory
draw, satisfactory to us at any rate, who were glad not to get a
good drubbing. They entertained our fellows in an hospitable
manner, both before and after the match, a smoker being held
in the evening. Unfortunately here we did not shine, as we
found our songsters were left at Maidstone. Flowever singers
were forthcoming, Sergeant Parker being first called upon, and
responded with a rhythm about the gold to be found in the
mountains ; Sergeant Butler with “ The Soldier who stood on
the Battle Field,” was followed by “ Anchored” by Sergeant
Barradell ; Col.-Sergeant Andon with “ Monte Carlo” brought
down the house ; Sergeant Hall sang of what he saw as a
“ Railway Guard ” which Sergeant Lauder explained in
“ Love’s Golden Dream” Col.-Sergeant Ellis of the 10 th
Hussars sang of a “ Merry Crew, Ah ! Ah ! ” (as they were
really getting); and Sergeant Coke told us it was “ Half-past
Nine and He Would Be There ” ; Sergeant Carding, 1 st Royals,

■

j
:
j
i
'
j
j
J

;

-------- :o:-------A change in Medical Officers has taken place, and the
well known lace of Brigade-Surgeon J. W. Hulseberg is no
longer to be seen in barracks, where for the last 1 4 years he had
the physical welfare of the troops in charge. He has been
relieved by Brigade-Surgeon Lieut.-Colonel J. H. O'Brien who
many will remember in Enniskillen. Another change, is by
way cf taking place. The Depot is to lose one Sergeant, to be
replaced by a 3 rd class Gymnastic Instructor, a class newly
created, and who will wear the uniform of the Corps from
which appointed, “ a rose by any other name would smell as
sweet.” and we doubt if our recruits will be better worked up
under the new order of things.

The Thames District Boxing competitions were held on
j the 1 9 th, at the Garrison Gymnasium, Chatham. The classes
I which were open to all officers, privates and seamen (gymnastic

On the 7 th inst. a draft of 3 6 recruits with Sergeant Tipping
and Corporal Shears proceed to Dublin to join the Home
Battalion.
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in his own inimitable way, gave “ His Father’s Virtues,”
1 and with Sergeant Langton’s rendering of the “ Ship I love”
the parting came. During the evening Col.-Sergeant Fedion
; proposed the health of the guests in a fraternal manner, to
! which Qtr.-Master Sergeant Dicker responded.
The Depot Football team, of which we have not heard much
i of late, has succeeded in winning that which is, but was not,
I viz., the Maidstone League Cup. The last three matches in the
j competition were won with large majorities, 21 goals to nil in
j all. All opponents have been beaten twice.
L o o s e ..............
Aylesford
Eccles
West End
North Star
Church Institute

...
...

..

. ..
...
...
...

.

5—0

3—0
5—o

8— 0

6— 0

5—0

3— 1

2— 1

3—i

7—i

6— 1

8— 0
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The dance went with the greatest spirit throughout, and I
everybody appeared to be having a good time, which was the
idea of those in whose hands arrangements were placed.
Good Conduct Pay, at 2 d., has been granted to Ptes. F.
Bing and E. Riddle ; and Lance-Corpl. J. Bell at id.
There are only two Regiments in the Service on whose
colours are borne the names of the four battles of the Sutlej
Campaign, viz., “ The Queen’s Own” and the East Surrey
Regiment, the honours being gained by the 5 0 th and 3 1 st, ;
which were the only Regiments who served throughout the
Campaign.
As our colours are well adorned with such honours it may
be as well, for the benefit of those unacquainted with the
Regiment’s history, to mention the names cf these battles.
They are “ Moodkee,” “ Ferozeshah,” “ Aliwal,” and
“ Sobraon.”

MAIDSTONE LEAGUE.

MILITIA TRAINING, 1897.

1ST. DIVISION.
Plyd.
Depot..................
Loose.................
Eccles ..............
North Star ......
West End ......
Aylesford Inst.
Church Inst....

12

Won. Lost. Drn.
i2
o
o

Goals
k.
a.

Pts-

61

5

24

12

8

3

1

23

19

17

12

6

4

2

23

26

14

11

5

5

1

29

24

11

11

3

5

3

19

22

9

11

0

8

3

9

35

3

11

0

9

2

8

41

2

In “ Friendlies ” we have not done so well, as we could not
play our best team. However, the Cup and Medals will make
! their appearance at a Smoking Concert on April 2 4 th.

We never forget St. Patrick’s Day, not even on this side of
the Channel, and the day is invariably commemorated by a
j dance by the Sergeants at the Depot, this time on the 1 9 th
1 March. (What a dancing lot they are to be sure, and not
i superstitious either, as they always choose that unlucky day,
Friday).
There was plenty of green there but it was the foliage of ex
quisite palms, not of shamrocks, these blended with the scarlet
uniforms, tasteful dresses of the ladies, and the general highly
delightful appearance of the gymnasium, the stirring and tune
ful music,made one throw off all despondency, begone dull care,
and to at once go heart and soul into the frivolities of the
occasion.

A new departure will be seen this year in the arrangements j
for the training of the 3 rd Battalion. Of late years, with the 1
exception of two occasions,when the Battalion formed part of a
moveable field force, our lines have fallen in the pleasant camp 1
of Shorncliffe. Now, however, the call of duty moves us away |
from that familiar scene to the breezy heights of Chattenden, near
Strood. Whilst one cannot but regret the many good points of
Shorncliffe, with its grand sea air, its many amusements for 1
both officers and men, and all the friends one has made there,
one must remember that a Militia Battalion nowadays is
expected to enter into the sterner realities of soldiers’ work
with as much keenness as it displays in its amusements, and 1
doubtless we shall find, or create, at Chattenden, quite as much
of the latter as we shall have time or inclination for.

During the quarter ending 3 1 st of March, employment
has been found by the West Kent Branch S.E. Association
for W. Caufield, 1 6 th Lancers, and J. E. Weaver, Royal 1
West Kent Regiment, as attendants in a Private Asylum, and
for A. E. Parks, Royal West Kent Regiment, as Postman at ;
Southwater, Sussex.
We fear our 1 st Battalion correspondence has missed the mail,
as we have not received it up to time of going to press. We
need hardly say how disappointed everyone will be when
they receive their Gazette.
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THAMES DISTRICT-VOLUNTEERS.

MUSKETRY TRAINING.

“ The muskestry condition of the district is satisfactory, and
The Annual Report on the Training of the forces in ; the figure of merit shows an improvement when compared with
Musketry has been published, and the following extracts will ! 1 8 9 5 .
I interest our readers :—
“ The officers appear to take much interest in the training of
their
companies, and are regular in their attendance on the
t
ranges.
DUBLIN DISTRICT—REGULARS.
“ The permanent staff appear to be efficient and painstaking in
Of those who fired in the Dublin District, the two best are
the instruction of their corps.
the and Battalion Royal West Kent Regiment, with a figure
“ The instructors of musketry are efficient and zealous, and
of merit of *1? and the first Battalion Oxford Light In spend much time on the ranges.
fantry with
“ The adjutants appear to be efficient and zealous, and spend
much time on the ranges, making frequent visits whilst the 1
I
THAMES DISTRICT—REGULARS.
; companies are at practice.
“ The returns, &c., have been satisfactorily kept.”
“ The Musketry training of the troops has been generally
^ highly satisfactory.”
REGIMENTAL DINNER.

THAMES DISTRICT—MILITIA.
“ The training of the recruits cf the Royal Engineer divisions
appears to have been carefully executed, the results obtained
being ‘ good.’ No comparison can be made with former years
as the Lee-Metford rifle was used for the first time.

The Annual Regimental Dinner of the ist and 2 nd
Battalions (5 0 th and 9 7 th), will take place at the Grand Hotel
on Monday, 1 4 th June, and not as stated in previous notices.

BIRTH S.

i

“The recruits of the 3 rd Battalion Royal West Kent Regiment
were trained under unfavourable circumstances, as there were
2 5 5 men who had to be got through in fourteen days.
This
allowed of no remission in the training, and prevented the
possibility of each man receiving the individual instruction and
attention from the instructors which is necessary to make good
shots. It is suggested that this might be obviated in future by
the recruits being trained in musketry at the time of their
‘ training on enlistment.’ Ample range accommodation is
available at Gravesend, and it is not anticipated that any extra
expense would result.

“ The trained soldiers have fired fairly well; the result
obtained is almost ‘ good.’ The figure of merit of the 3 rd
Battalion Royal West Kent Regiment shows a falling off of 6
points per cent, in sectional practices as compared with 1 8 9 =;, a
decrease in the number of marksmen and 1 st class shots, and
an increase of 1 5 per cent, of 3 rd class shots. These results
may be attributed to the fact that this battalion has twelve
; companies, whereas its musketry staff is not stronger than that
of an eight-company battalion. The men had also to march
from Shorncliffe to Hythe daily for musketry, and the time
at their disposal was necessarily curtailed by the limits
j of the militia training.”

At M aidstone, on 1st March. .1897, the w ife of ColourSergeant P. Boylan, Per. Staff 3rd Battalion, o f a son.
D EA TH S.
At M aidstone, 22n d March, 1897, Arthur, son of ColourSergeant W. M urphy, Per. Staff 3rd Battalion, aged 3
years.
T he T erms

of

S ubscription

are as

F ollows :

The Officers of both the Line Battalions and Depots, 6d
per month.
Other Subscribers, 3 s. per annum, including postage. With
Almanac, 35 ’. 6 d.
Copies will be sold at id. per Number to Non- Commissioned
Officers and Men serving with the Colours. I f sent by post
is. 6d. per year.
Extra copies or back numbers can always be supplied at the
same rate as is charged to N. C. O.’s and men.
A ll Subscriptions payable in advance, and all Correspondence
to be addressed to :
T he E ditor ,

The Queen s Own Gazette,
The Barracks, Maidstone.
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PROMOTI ONS

1st BATTALION INTELLIGENCE.

AND APPOI NTMENTS.

R e g im e n ta l © ajette.

--------o--------

-------- o-------1 s t B A T T A L IO N .

12

A p p o in te d L a n c e - C o r p o r a l—P r i v a t e s W . S ilk, J . A n d re w s
R. C ock le, Gh M a tth e w s , H. E a s te r , 0 t h M a r c h ; H. M orris, G-.
Lang, F. F e rre ll, 1 0 th M a r c h ; J . C o n d ra m , 2 7 t h M a r c h ; T.
K irby, 3 1 s t M a rc h .
2 n d B A T T A L IO N .
A p p o in te d L a n c e - S e r g e a n t—C o rp o ra l J . S a u n d e rs , 3 0 th
M arch.
P ro m o te d C o r p o r a l—L a n c e -C o rp o ra l W . M aso n , 1 0 th
M arch ; W . C a n ty , 2 0 t h M a ro h ; E. D a rt, 3 0 t h M arch .
A p p o in te d
March.

L a n c e - C o r p o r a l—P r i v a t e

W.

[Vol. XV., N o. 5.

G ro v e s,

8 th

DEPO T.
A p p o in te d L a n c e - C o r p o r a l—P r i v a t e E. G o o ch , 1 5 th A pril.
3 r d B A T T A L IO N .
2n d L ie u t. A . L. Q u e rip e l r e s ig n s h is C o m m is s io n 3 rd A pril.
H u m p h re y W . S n o w , G e n t., t o b e 2 n d L ie u te n a n t,1 st A pril.
2 n d V o lu n te e r B a tta lio n .
C a p ta in E. J . H e w a r d is g r a n t e d th e H o n . r a n k o f M a jo r
14th A p ril.

Private ,T. Wall has been permitted to extend his service to
years with the colours.

Sergeant A. Firman has re-engaged to complete
service.

21

years’

Private E. Lyttle has been transferred to the Indian un
attached list for employment in the Commissariat Department.
Good Conduct Pay has been granted to the under-named as
stated :—
Granted 2 d., Lance-Corporal A. Ackland, Privates E. Knox,
A. Meagher, E. Williams, P. Stockholm, R. Burford, F. Kirby,
A. Brown, G. West, J. George, and Drummer W. Budd.
Granted id., Privates R. Cockle, E. Gardner, J. May, A.
Thornton, R. Flynn, A. McLaren, W. Say, G. Shoebridge, H.
Davis, G. Julian, W. Kipps, and H. Hall.
Restored 2 d., Privates W. Clout and G. Harvey.
Restored id., Privates E. Harley, R. Young, L. Turner, T.
Chapman, A. Taplin, J. Boldy, H. Presland, J. Blake, A. Rock,
F Chapman, G. Dennett, J, Stevens, J. Stewart, E. Knight, C.
Stace.

THE

J ln n u tv l

2nd BATTALION

P v ^ im en k J D inner
OF

-------- 0 -------No. 3 9 8 9 Private J. Musson has claimed his discharge, “ free
after 12 years’ service.”
Lance-Corporal Pike has joined from Netley Hospital, from
the 1 st Battalion.
Corporal Klein and Lance-Corporal Cowing rejoined from
the School of Military Engineering, Chatham.

THE

FIRST AND SECOND BATTALIONS
(5 0 th and 9 7 th REGIMENTS),
Will take place at

t h e

g r a n d

h o t e l

ON

M o n d a y , 1 4 th J u n e , a t 8 p.m .

INTELLIGENCE.

,

A Pension of iod. per diem has been granted to Corporal W.
Freeland.
Corporals G. French and W. McVicar have gone to the School
of Military Engineering for a course of instruction in field
works.
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1252

Private W. Savage has been appointed provisional LanceCorporal.
Private E. Fisher, transferred from the Royal Irish Fusiliers,
has joined the Battalion.
Boy H. Russell has been appointed musician.
Annie, the wife of Sergeant J. Spooner, has been taken on
the strength of the married establishment of the Battalion.
3 rd Class Certificates of Education have been awarded to
Lance-Corporals W. Collins, W. Nye, C. Harris, and W.
Igglesden ; Privates W. Bowen, J. Teer, F. Trevett, W. Tranter,
F. Coomber, J. Couchman, E. Parker, R. Thorne, and H. J.
Taylor ; Boys J. Binder and E. Temple.

Good Conduct Pay has been granted as under :—
Granted id., Privates F. Brooks, E. Pollard, and A. Tooney.
Restored id., Private J. Brand.

DEPOT INTELLIGENCE.
The undernamed proceeded to join the Home Battalion at
Dublin, on the 1 2 th April, 1 8 9 7 :—
Sergeant J. Tipping.
Corporal A. Shears.
Privates B. Weeks, E. Saunders, T. Edwards, F. Hutchings,
G. Russell, A. Daniels, G. Purnell, F. Preedy, F. Ansell, G.
Verrall, E. Crawley, J. Loft, C. Jeffery, C. Culver, W. Kelcher,
J. Scanlon, S. Cheeseman, J. Jarvis, E. Hilton, W. Harden, E.
Phillpott, C. Conway, J. Pitcher, F. Gorham, F. Angel, S.
Collins, R. Bond, H. French, J. Sims, W. Hartfield, A. Cole, J.
Everest, J. McCarthy, D. Milligan, and T. Allum.

j

i

It makes us look back a fairly long way to 1 8 4 7 , yet it is a
fact there are no less than six men of the 5 0 th Regt. who were
discharged in that year to pension, and who are still drawing,
and we may say enjoying, that pension. Their names are C.
Barrow, J. Gwallick, L. Hale, W. King, W. Thorne, and R.
Wright. This is remarkable when we consider that all of them
were discharged as invalids. May they live long to enjoy a
further supply of the needful from a grateful nation.

Our 1 st Battalion now being stationed at Peshawur with the
Battalion The Buffs, it is pleasing to recall memories of the
past, when the two Battalions served together before, which is
now over half-a-century ago.
We take the following from “ The Dragon ’’ (The Buffs
regimental paper) :—“ It may interest our readers to learn tha
the 1 st Battalion The Queen’s Own R.W. Kent Regiment, late
5 0 th Regiment, served with us at the battle of Punniar, in
December, 1 8 4 3 , against the Mahrattas, in which battle was
taken the Mahratta Colour, now in the Officers’ Mess. The
following is an extract from the records : 1 The Mahrattas thus
forced to retire, threw themselves into the town of Mahastmurra, from which they were driven out at nightfall by the
5 0 th Regiment, who completed the defeat of the Mahrattas.’ ”
1 st

Just before going to press we have received the following
from our second Battalion correspondent:—
Though it could not be regarded as unexpected, the death of
Captain Isherwood was not the less keenly felt by the many
who in his old Regiment have had the pleasure of knowing
him ; though none are now left who served with him in the
9 7 th, now the second battalion, his unvarying kindness of heart
inevitably endeared him to all who were fortunate enough to be
able to reckon him among their friends.

DEPOT

FOOTBALL.

The depot team having been declared champions of the
Maidstone and District League, by reason of their having
defeated all their opponents and come out top of the League
table, were called on to play the rest of the League, which
they did on Saturday, 2 4 th April. The result was a drawn
game, each side scoring three goals. Owing to the very high
wind blowing across the ground play was not of a high order.
The christening of the Cup took place on 3°-h April, in the
Recreation Room, at a Smoking Concert, at which Major
O. J. Daniell presided and the officers attended, which was
arranged in honour of the popular event.

The latest list of Soldiers’ balances unclaimed contains the
name of Alfred Chas. Wheatley, late 1 st Battalion. The nextof-kin of the deceased are entitled to the sum of ^ 3 2 is. 3 d.

1st BATTALION CORRESPONDENCE.

We are glad to hear that Colonel M. Wynyard, formerly of
this Regiment, who recently vacated the post of Assistant
Commandant, Royal Military College, Sandhurst, has been
successful in getting the secretaryship of the “ New Club,”
Edinburgh. There were no less than 4 0 4 candidates for the
: billet.

The 1 st Battalion Royal West Kent Regiment is now 'n
the van of the British Army in the East,” as the local preacher
remarked in his sermon of welcome to us on our first Sunday
in Peshawar. We have it, on his authority, that the two
British regiments stationed here, will be the first to march over
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[The Editor regrets that he has been obliged to somewhat cur
tail the above letter, but he is sure that his correspondent
will see the expediency of this action. It was received too
late for the April number].
The Sergeants of the Regiment gave a farewell ball on
January 2 7 th,;and an unqualified success it proved to be. The
room was crowded, fully 3 0 0 people being present, and the fun
was kept up till 4 . 3 0 a.m. The ball room was cv«ry prettily
draped with the regimental colours, viz., dark and light blue
muslin,/and the walls set off with stars of bayonets, swords, etc.
'J
The supper left nothing to be desired, and the trouble taken
over every detail of the ball was thoroughly appreciated by
everyone. The programme was a work of art, deviled by
Sergeant-Major Barton, and the chief point of the picture was a
high road, and two soldiers in full marching kit gaz'.ng mourn
fully at a milestone, on which was marked Meerut o, Peshawur
603.
Many events which took place during the last fortnight of
of our stay in Meerut as yet remain unchronicled. Unfortun
ately the lapse of time and the multitude of fresh impressions
which have since overlaid them render memory a most un
trustworthy reference. First and foremost comes the Sergeant’s
dance, which, if possible, surpassed all their previous notable
triumphs in a similar direction. There was also a farewell
dance given by the residents of Meerut to the officers of the
regiment, and dinners innumerable.

D istnce

SCORES MADE BY SERGT. CALLAGHAN.
2

3 4

4
5

4

5

4
5

5

5

S

S
S

5
5

6

7
5
S

4

5 S
5 4 s
5 4 4
5 3 5

5

5

S

5

Total.

Score .

1

P rize.

l

The generous hospitality of the Buffs did much to render our
first morning here a pleasant one. Company by company they
had provided a substantial and excellent breakfast for our men,
a circumstance which is bound to be remembered in the future,
and one which will help—were any help needed—to cement the
good-feeling and fellowship which must exist between the Men
of Kent and the Kentish Men.

Sergeant Callaghan’s record at the B.P.R.A. meeting was one
of which he may justly feel proud.
He obtained the 2 nd prize
and the silver medal for the Commander-in-Chief’s Cup, and
was the best N.C.O. shot at the meeting.
We hope he will
accept our hearty congratulations, and that, although they are
unavoidably late, he may consider them better late than never

M atch

the border when opportunity occurs. With these chances of
service before us we have a reserve fund of cheerfulness from
which we may draw, in case we find that our change of quarters
has not been for the better ; we say “ in case ” because it is
early days yet to give any decided opinion, and first impressions,
though they may be the safest guide in the estimate of persons)
cm never be so with regard to places. And now let us hark
back to the day we left Meerut. We went off in two trains
amidst much cheering and handshaking, and followed by many
expressions of good will, which, though gratifying, only served
to increase the regrets we felt at leaving the best station in
India. The four days spent in the train are best left alone.
Their memory remains as a hideous nightmare. If we—that is>
to say, the fit and well—il we found the journey uncomtortable
what must it have been for the sick ?
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I
2
3
4
5
6

7
8

9

IO
11
12

'3
14
15
16

200
500
600
800
900

5

Aggregate in Matches
200
500
600
800
900
200
500
600
800
900

s

5
5
5
S
4

4
3
3
5
4

s
4

3
s

5 4

4

5

5

5
5

3

4
2

4

3

5

4

4

4

29

5

4

S

3

3

2

2

32
22

4
3

5

3

4
4

3
5

5
5
4
5

4
4
4

5

4

5
5

3
5

s

s

5

10

Rupees
T

25

163

5
5
4
5

)

32

4

4
s

5
5

34
5 33
5 32

4

to

1

32

30
28

i5 Rupees

2S Rupees

30

s

Rupees

Rupees
Rupees
5 Rupees
Io Rupees
23
10

34
32
31

29
—

17

Aggregate in Matches

7

to

1 6 ....... 2 9 7

200

Rupees ( 2 nd P.)

Average per shot.........................4 - 2 4
Total 3 2 5 Rupees
and B.P.R.A. Silver Med.
The Commander-in-Chief’s Cup .......... 2 0 0 ... 5 0 0 ... 6 0 0 ...Total.
3 4 ... 3 2 ... 2 9 ... 9 5
The Begum of Bhopal’s Prize (2 nd Prize).—A pair of Silver
Fruit Dishes, valued 9 0 Rupees.
5 0 0 yds ... 1 st entry... 5 , 5 , 5 ,
5 )5 . 5 .
5 .5 >
5,
5 —5 °
„
,,

... 2 nd ,,
... 3 rd ,,

... 4 , Si Si
...Si 3i Si

ci 4i 4i
Si 5. 4i

4>SiSi
5 1Si5'

Grand Total—
A

5 46
547

143

pril

,

1897.

At last, after six weeks of mess life in a tent, we have moved
into our new mess quarters, and very comfortable they seem
to be.
We have all fairly settled down now and have quite ac
customed ourselves to the feeling, at first unpleasant, that we
may at any time have a nocturnal visit from the wily Pathan
who, according to rumours afloat, can steal the very blankets off
you without disturbing your sleep.
On Sunday, the 2 7 th, ac about 5 a m , we were treated to an
earthquake. Those of us who have not experienced one before
were naturally somewhat alarmed at 'he shaking and rattling
which went on. We hear of one who thought that the rattling
of his doors and windows meant that the long-expected visit
from the Pathan had come, and rushed into his neighbour’s
room. The last named was sleeping peacefully, and when
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awakened by our frightened friend muttered the one word
“ Earthquake,” and turned over to resume his slumbers. He
is evidently an old hand at the game of earthquakes. His
explanation, however, quite satisfied the novice, who returned
quietly for another sleep.
There is an excellent polo ground here, which is largely
patronised by us, but we find the ground very different from
the hard dried-up grounds at Meerut. It is as green as an
English meadow, and the ponies naturally find it very slippery,
but as soon as they are accustomed to it it will be a great im
provement on the dusty grounds of down-country.
There seems to be provision here for all tastes in the way of
recreation. A very good cricket ground, racquet and tennis
courts, and the golfers seem quite satisfied with the links,
although they are a trifle difficult, and last, but not least, comes
the hunting, to which we are all looking forward next cold
weather. The Peshawur Vale Hounds have a great reputation
throughout India, so we expect to have some excellent sport
with them.

we had left behind at Meerut, suffering from an abscess on the
liver, died at that station on the afternoon of the 2 8 th of
March. The deceased swells the already large number of men,
varying from a Viceroy downwards, who have in India fallen
victims to their strong sense of duty. Since 1 8 9 2 , when
Sergeant Simpson took over his duties in the officers’ mess, till
the beginning of this year, when he was sent to hospital, he
never spared himself ; he was a highly conscientious and most
willing worker, and however hard the press of work might be,
he was never known to do it otherwise than with a cheerful
heart. He is a loss to the Battalion. Mrs. Simpson, with
whom we all sympathise in her sad bereavement, and ColourSergeant Willis were both with Sergeant Simpson at the last.
Sergeant Simpson enlisted in the 4 0 th Brigade (3 7 th and
Regts.), the present Hampshire Regt., on the 2 9 'h
November, 1 8 8 0 , joined the R.W. Kent at Colchester on the
1 3 th May, 1 8 8 1 . He was promoted Corporal on the n th
August, 1 8 8 5 , and Sergeant on the 2 7 th May, 1 8 8 8 .
6 7 th

We are entering into keen rivalry with the Buffs in the
matter of sport. Several companies of the Buffs have challenged
our corresponding companies at cricket, football, tug-of-war,
and running, and the games are keenly contested. The results
will be to hand for the next contribution.

The following is a copy of a postcard written to Captain
Venables by his native groom, whom he had told to walk his
horse to Moradabad, and there box it and despatch it by train
to Shaslehanpur. Captain Venables had forgotten to give his
groom the necessary money to pay for the ticket for the horse—

The following officers will be on leave in England this
summer :—Colonel Brock, Major Western, Captains Style,
Hotham and Lowe, Lieuts. O’Dowda, Bush and Bradshaw.
Capt. Venables has gone to New Zealand for six months, and
Lieut. Price to Australia for the same period.

[Address side.]

E and F Companies, under Captain Maxwell and Lieut.
Hastings, proceed to Cherat, our hill station, about the end of
April.
Captain Marsh, on his promotion into the 2 nd Battalion, has
presented to the mess a handsome silver sugar dredger, which
matches that presented by the late Captain Hodges.
Lieut. Stewart has left us to join the 9 th Madras Infantry, on
probation, with a view to his appointment to the Staff Corps.
We shall all miss him very much, and regret that circumstances
oblige him to take this step. He will be a great loss to the
Q.O.G., to which he contributed so many amusing articles.
Lieut. Smith has been appointed to a civil billet on the
Famine Relief Works, and has proceeded down country to
take up his duties.
It is with great regret that we have to record the loss of one
of the oldest soldiers in this battalion, one who for many years
has been a member of the sergeants’ mess, and for the last five
years sergeant in the officers’ mess. Sergeant Simpson, whom

“ Mr. Binbuls (sic) Captain,
“ Lai Kurti No.

50,

‘‘ Meerut.
[Other side.]
“ Sir,
“ The stationmaster of Moradabad not ride the horse in
wagon without railway fair (sic), therefore I waiting here from
two day more. After 3 day I am carrying the horse with feet
to Shasehanpur. Please inform T. C. Wemyss, Esq., at Shasehanpur amount for the horse spent.
“ Yours obediently,
“ R ampul (groom),

“ Moradabad, 6 .2 .’9 7 .”
In enumerating the pastimes of Peshawur above, we omitted
to mention the excellent snipe, quail and duck shooting which
is to be had in the neighbourhood. Some very good bags have
been obtained; but in order to be first in the field at the select
spots one must be very early astir, as there is a great run on
them. Despite the fact that these spots are shot over nearly
every day, the bags continue to be good, and the supply of
birds seems to be well nigh inexhaustible.
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The Meerut District Assault-at-Arms which was held at
Meerut, lasted two days, and was brought to a successful con
clusion on the 4th February. Major-General Sanford, C.B.,
&c., who takes a great interest in all such events, was present on
each afternoon, and gave away the prizes at the end of the
meeting. There was a large assembly of onlookers both days.
In the dismounted combats, as will be seen from the list of prize
winners, the Royal West Kent carried all before them, with the
exception of fencing, which was won ?£by Corporal Scot, 5th
Lancers, after some hard fighting. The tug-of-war was hardly
as interesting as usual ; the Delhi detachment R.W.K. team
easily defeating the Inniskillings in the first round, and the
Headquarter team, R.W.K., in the final. Great interest was
evinced in the boxing competitions, Lance-Corporal Emmitt,
5th L., winning the heavy weights after a severe fight with
Lance-Corporal Twohey, Inniskillings, and Private May,
R.W. Kent Regt., who showed very good form, the middle
weights. Sergeant Downes, 5th D.G., was best man at arms
mounted, and Lance-Corporal Merrick, R.W.K., dismounted.
Both these men are to be congratulated on the high order of
form shown.
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scoring 16 apiece. The officers then went to the wickets and
the first three wickets fell with only 20 on the board, but on
Lieutenants Robinson and Bush getting together a very
different complexion was put on the game. Their hitting was
vigorous, and they quickly piled on the runs, both of them
reaching the half-century before being dismissed. The innings
closed for 172, and after an interval of an hour, during which
rain fell, the Sergeants went in again, and had scored 91 for
nine wickets when stumps were drawn. Score :—•
T he O fficers .

Lieut. C. G. Pack Beresford, b Roebuck
Lieut. W. Browne Clayton, b Arnold
Lieut. T. R. C. Price, Ibw, b Roebuck
Lieut. R. B. Hope, b Roebuck
Lieut. P. M. Robinson, c Tapp, b Kill
Lieut. H. S. Bush, b Roebuck
Lieut. H. Isacke, c Cover, b Tapp
Lieut. W. S. Leslie, b Arnold
Captain Pedley, b Arnold..............
Lieut. F. Jackson, c Roebuck, b Arnold
Lieut. T. E. Muspratt, not out ...
Extras ..

LIST OF REGIMENTAL PRIZE WINNERS.

Total

European Troops.
Single Sticks—(i) Lance-Corporal Merrick, R.W.K.
Bayonet v. Bayonet (Infantry)—(i) Lance-Corporal Merrick,
R.W.K. ; (ii) Corporal Lapham, R.W.K. ; (iii) Sergeant
Burge, R.W.K.
Sword (mounted) v. Bayonet (dismounted) — (i) Corporal
Merrick, R.W.K.
Bayonet Exercise—Headquarters, R.W.K.
Physical Drill—“ C ” Company, R.W.K.
Tug-of-War—Delhi Detachment R.W.K.
Gymnastics (men with certificates)—Corporal Lapham, R.W.K.
Boxing (middle weights)—Private May, R.W.K.
Best man at arms (dismounted)—Lance-Corporal Merrick,
R.W.K.
“ The Pioneer!'

1st BATTALION CRICKET NEWS.
-----------0----------

9
17

S3
57
3
9
3
17
5

4

178

T he S ergeants .

1st Innings.
Sergt.-Major Barton, b Lt. Bush

36

2nd Innings.
c Capt. Pedley b
Lt. Beresford ... 11
run out ...
...
1
not out ...
...
5
c Lt. Bush, b Lt.
Beresford
...
8
b Lt. Muspratt ...
8
c Lt. Jackson, b Lt.
Beresford
...
2
not out ...
... 38
b Lt. Muspratt ...
2
b Lt. Beresford .. 0

Sergt. Neighbour, bLt. Robinson 16
Sergt. Kill, b Lt. Robinson
0
Sergt. Arnold, c sub., b Lieut.
Robinson ...
3
Lce.-Sergt. Tapp, b Lt. Isacke
4
Lce-Sergt. Roebuck, b Lt. Robin
son ...
3
Band-Mstr. Stewart, run out ... 0
Col.-Sergt. Cover, run out
1
Sergt. Murphy, b Lt. Isacke ... 7
Sergt. Eldred, b Lt. Isacke
0
Lce.-Sergt. Crouch, not out ... 16 st. Lt. Robinson, b
Lt. Beresford ...
1
Sergt. Rogers, b Lt. Bush
0 c Lt. Robinson, b
Lt. Muspratt ... 4
Extras
Extras
... 11
5
T o ta l.............

92

Total (9 wkts.) q1

THE OFFICERS v. TWELVE SERGEANTS.

THE QUEEN’S OWN v. THE BUFFS.

This match was plaved on the Garrison Ground at Peshawur
°n Thursday, March 29th. The Sergeants won the toss and
took first innings, compiling a score of 92, to which SergeantMajor Barton contributed a very well played 36.
Of the rest
j Sergeants Neighbour and Crouch were the chief contributors,

This match was played at Peshawur on Saturday, April 3rd,
in glorious cricket weather. Although the game ended in a
victory for the former by an innings and 191 runs the cricket
was of a most enjoyable character. The great feature of the
game was a magnificent innings of 133 by Capt. Pedley, com-
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piled without a chance, except one very hard return at 95 to
Colonel Ommaney, who was bowling lobs. To Capt. Pedley is
chiefly due the advantage we gained, nearly half of the runs
scored by us coming from his bat. For the Buffs, Lieutenant
Perkins batted well for his 17, and experienced hard luck in
being run out just as he looked like making a lot. For the
Buffs, Bilson and Eales bowled very steadily through a long
innings, while for us Capt. Pedley, Lieut. Bush, and Drummer
Evans shared the honours with the ball. Score :—
T he Q u e e n ’s O w n .

Sergt.-Major Barton, b Bilson
Lt. H. Isacke, c Col. Ommaney, b Bilson
Lt. P. M. Robinson, c Bilson, b Eales
Lt. H. S. Bush, c Cherish,jb Eales
Capt. Pedley, c Campbell, b Eales
Lt. R. B. Hope, b B ils o n ....................................
Lt. 0 . B. Simpson, b Mason
Lt. F. A. Jackson, b Bilson
Lt. T. R. Price, b Bilson ...
Lt. W. S. Leslie, not out ...
Lce-Corpl. Merrick, c Morgan, b Eales ...
Drummer Evans, not out ...
Extras ...

28
0
3i
O
18
4
19

2
30
O
12

H Company completed their annual course of musketry under
Captain Pedley on April 5th. Excellent weather prevailed
throughout the course, except when firing at 800, when there
was a fitful wind blowing which handicapped them consider
ably. The Company’s average was 126, number of marksmen
9, 1st class 41, second class 30, 3rd class 1.

7

* Innings declared closed.
T he B uffs .

Total

6

0
0
2

17
7

O
6

2
0
0
3
6

The competition for the Gold Medal ended in Sergeant
Haysmore (C) winning. The silver medals were awarded as
follows :—A Company, Pvt. Sumers ; B Company, Pvt.
Cornish ; C Company, Pvt. Martin ; D Company, Sergeant
Burge ; E Company, Corporal Moore ; F Company. Pvt.
Browne ; G Company, Sergt. DibJin ; and HCompany, LanceCorporal Malt.
The competition of officers for the cup presented by Captain
Rowe (conditions, five rounds standing at running man at 200,
seven rounds rapid at 300, and five rounds at 600), was won for
the fourth time by Captain Mansfield with 36. Lieut, Leslie
came second with 30.

133

Total (for 10 wkts.)* 289

ist Innings.
Capt. Dauglish, run out
Pvt. Bilson, c Price, b Bush ...
Lt. Cobbe, c Robinson, b Pedley ...
Capt. Eales, c Barton, b Pedley
Lt. Perkins, run o u t .........................
Col. Ommaney, c Robinson, b Bush
Lt. Hackney, c Robinson, b Bush ...
Lt. Pearson, c Robinson, b Bush
Pvt. Campbell, b Pedley
Pvt. Morgan, c Isacke, b Pedley
Pvt. Mason, b Bush ..
Pvt. Cherish, not out.........................
Extras ...

The Volley Firing Competition (conditions, 10 files per Com
pany to fire seven rounds rapid at 300, and seven at 400), was
won by F Company.

2nd Innings.
b Evans
11
c and b Bush 0
b Evans
5
b Bush
2
b Evans
7
b Evans
0
c and b Bush 10
c and b Bush O
b Evans
0
not out
3
c and b Evans 0
b Bush
0
Extras
T3

49

49
—

RIFLE COMPETITIONS.
--------0-------The Challenge Shield for the best shooting company was
won this year by the C Company.
The Regimental Challenge Bowl (conditions, 10 rounds at
800 yards), was won by Pvt. Sumers of A Company, with the
very creditable score of 34. He is to be congratulated on his
success.

The best score was obtained by Sergt. Callaghan, with 187.
ist

B attalion C orrespondent .

2nd BATTALION CORRESPONDENCE.
-----------0----------D ear M r . E ditor ,

The month of April has been a busy one, professionally and
socially. At this season of the year and in this country pointto-point races are the order of the day, and on the first of the
month the Army Point-to-Point meeting took place. Lieut.Colonel Grove was president of the special committee for this
meeting, and also judge at the meeting.
The day was not
favoured by the best of weather, and though the attendance
might be considered a fair one, the horses competing might
with advantage, have been more numerous. The 10th Hussars
(now at Newbridge) and the 13th Hussars (now at Dublin) held
their Regimental Races this month, and most hospitably enter,
tained their friends.

THE QUEEN’S OWN GAZETTE,
Punchestown Races on 27th and 28th April, and Leopardstown Races on 30th April and May 1st, will attract this week a
large number of people as usual, if the weather is not hopelessly
bad.
On Easter Monday the competition for the Football Shield
between the various companies was finished. D Company have
again come out triumphant. The first year it was won by D
Company, and last year by E Company. The competition was
carried out on the League system.
But it extends over some
months and goes on throughout the furlough season. The
result inevitably is that companies, when competing, are often
deprived of the services of some of their team, and men who
start at the beginning of the season by playing for one com
pany finish by playing for another in consequence of their
transfer on promotion, &c.
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Lord Frankfort then inspected the Battalion, which naturally
took some time, considering the strength we were on parade,
and the additional transports, etc., etc., which was the result
of mobilization. The experience was a useful one, most
especially to a C.O., Adjutant, and Quartermaster.
I he Officers gave a small dance on the 22nd, at which we had
the pleasure of seeing most of our friends.
But we had to
regret the absence of the Colonel through illness, the result of a
chill, and of Lieut. Long, who has fallen a victim to the pre
vailing epidemic of measles.
2ND B attalion C orrespondent .

2nd BATTALION FOOTBALL.
The torchlight tattoo, to which allusion was made in last
month’s Q. O.G., is to be repeated on Monday, 26th inst., in
Mcrrion Square, the proceeds being devoted to charity.

On the tst of the month we began Battalion Training. It
was a new departure in Dublin, and certainly a novel experi
ence for any C.O. in this part of the world to have his
Battali. n relieved for seven consecutive days from all garrison
employ and duties. The result of this training was excellent,
and will be, we hope, maintained. A good deal of credit is due
to all ranks for the way in which this opportunity of training
was utilised. The weather was much against us, but the proper
soldier-like spirit shown by all ranks was not influenced un
favourably by wet or cold. During the„time the Battalion was
at training, it was ordered to be mobilized. The Battalion was
made up to the necessary strength by officers and men of the
Hampshire Regiment and Oxfordshire Light Infantry. The
weather prevented the original scheme being carried out. To
move over and bivouac on private ground, owing to the very
recent wet, was out of the question. The Battalion therefore,
having drawn on the previous day all the extra equipment laid
down as necessary when mobilised for Home Defence, marched
to ground west of the Vice-Regal Lodge in the Phoenix Park,
and there was halted as if about to bivouac.

The following is the result of the Company Football League—
1—D Company, 14 points (winners of the shield).
2—E
10 11
11
3- B
11
9
11
8 11
4—C
6 V
11
6—F
1
3
11
7—H
11
3
11
8—G
3
11
11
<1
1O
V

The time has now come to prepare for the Irish Militar
Touinamtnt competitions. I am afraid we can hardly hope to
repeat our successes in Dublin as at a similar tournament in
1885, when we entered teams for the only three events for
which we could compete, and carried off two out of three first
piiz s.

--------0—------

The competition for the Shield was played on a different
system this season to previous years. It was played on the
League system, and was undoubtedly a great success, though it
was somewhat late in the season before it was finished.
D Company easily proved themselves a good deal stronger
than any other Company, having only one gcal scored against
them, and 34 for them.
F,
H, and G Companies had a close fight for the “ wooden
spoon,” but G just managed to carry it off.
D Company’s team—Goal, Pvte. Humphreys ; backs, Lieut.
Comyn and Corpl. Spearing ; halves, Lt. Nunn, Sergt. Bass and
Pvte. Collins ; forwards, Pvtes. Town, Patrick, Mantle, Plumphreys and Jarrad.
D Company have now won the shield twice, and E Company
once.
2 nd B attalion F ootball C orrespondent.
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EDITORIAL.
--------o-------We beg to acknowledge, with many thanks, the receipt of
the following subscriptions :—
To April, 1897, Lieut.-Colonel M. Wynyard.
To December, 1897, B. H. Latter, Esq., Mrs. Clayton-Nunn
C. E. Martin, Esq., Quarter-Master Sergeant T. Furey.

It is with great regret that we record the death of
Captain J. R. Isherwood, which took place at his residence,
Woodlawn, near Maidstone, on Thursday, April 22nd.
Captain Isherwood obtained his Company in August,
1861, in the 63rd Regiment, with which he served through
the Crimea, being present at the siege and fall of Sebasto
pol, also at the bombardment and surrender of Kinbourn
(medal with clasp,and Turkish Medal). He joined the
97th Regiment as a Captain about the year 1867, and
retired a few years later.
Captain Isherwood was well known to all who have
served at the Depot, and we are sure that most sincere
regret is felt at his death, not only by his old friends who
knew him in the Regiment, but also by all who have
been at the Depot.
The funeral took place at Maidstone Cemetery on
Monday last, and was very largely attended. A party of
over 50 from the Depot (officers, non-commissioned
officers, and men), representing Captain Isherwood’s late
Regiment, and the Depot, attended the funeral,

III.

—Repeat it and it’s nothing very great ;
Do this, and profit reap, but then you’ve got to wait.

IV. —“ Tak’ this,” the Scotchman says, while we would say
“ Take care
The soldier, once in this, need not the weather fear.
V.—This light is of a Turkish feast the staff,
Not quite so good though as their famed pilaff.
VI.—One sometimes sees it from afar in Malta,
Crowned like a Jewish or a heathen altar.
VII.—Contracted it begins a motto fit for victor's heart.
Expanded, we think at once of base assassin’s part.
VIII.—Dick Turpin used to take this, but the legends say
Once had to “ take it ” in another way.
N.B.—The solution of above will be given next month, with
nom de plume of tho.-e who answer correctly.

BIRTH S.
At M aidstone, on 1st March, 1897, the w ife o f ColourSergeant P. Boylan, P.S., 3rd Battalion, of a son.
In Ilndia, on 5th January, 1897, the w ife jof Sergeant
V. Whittard, of a son.
DEATH S.
At Peshawar, on 15th March, No. 4 0 2 9 , Private G. Nix,
1st Battalion.
At Peshawar, on 16th March, No.j 4 2 7 9 , Private J.
Meagher, 1st Battalion.
At Meerut, on 28th March, No. 3 0 95, Sergt. C. Simpson,
1st Battalion.

T he T erms

A wreath was sent, “ In affectionate remembrance,”
from the Officers of the 2nd Batt. 'in Dublin, and also
one from the Officers at the Depot.

of
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The Officers of both the Line Battalions and Depots, 6d
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I.

—It’s hard at times to keep him from the door,
So found the Quebec French, and voted him a bore.

II.

—There is’nt really any fruit in this concoction,
Nor even (grog) blossom, from which we’re saved by
local option.
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PROMOTI ONS AND APPOI NTMENTS.
R e g im e n ta l © a lette.
----- o ----1 s t B A T T A L IO N .
P ro m o te d S e r g e a n t—L a n c e -S e rg e a n t J . B lo u n t, 2 9 th M ar.
A p p o in te d L a n c e - S e r g e a n t- C o r p l. A. O u tre d , 1 9 th A p ril,
P ro m o te d C o r p o r a l- L a n c e - C o r p o r a l A. P lu m e , 2 9 th M ar.
A p p o in te d L a n c e - C o r p o r a l s - P r i v a t e s C. G o d d e n a n d J.
Budd, 2 3 r d A p r i l ; H. M c K a y a n d E. G a r d n e r 2 4 th A p ril.

[Vol. XV., No. 6.

of the numerous drafts have to be separated, the messes have to
be cleansed, ready for inspection, various documents are to be
signed, and in a word j much business has to be transacted
Ere this can take place I might add that each soldier is also
served out with a new helmet before he leaves the ship,which is
much appreciated after the dirty and ill-fitting one he has been
forced to wear during his voyage out, besides which he receives a
water bottle for use in going up country.

This done, he is now at liberty to do much as he p leases
and
taking this^ advantage, he amuses himself bargaining
To b e B r e v e t L ie u t.- C o lo n e l- M a jo r E. A. H. A ld e rso n ,
with
the numerous vendors that swarm on board, laughing
d ated 8 t h M ay, 1897, in r e c o g n itio n o f h is s e r v ic e s d u rin g
the o p e r a tio n s in S o u th A fric a .
and joking at their strange costume and still stranger tongue.
A p p o in te d L a n c e - C o r p o r a l—S. J . D o rn a n , 2 3 r d M a rc h ; In one corner we notice a man of singular appearance, wearing
H. S a v a g e , 1 5 th A p r i l ; E. B o x ell, 1 7 th A p ril.
a long gaily coloured robe, while his head is surmounted with
a tall sugar-loaf sort of hat, composed of metal, and suspended
from
his neck by means of a brass chain is a tray containing in
FROM BOMBAY TO MEERUT.
numerable coins. This man is the most characteristic of the
------- :o:-------many natives on board ; indeed, his features alone are quite
(B y O ne who has T ravelled it ).
different from the rest, and on closer inspection at once pro
My first impression of India on that eventful morn when
nounced themselves to belong to the Jewish race. We are
the good ship '‘ Malabar” steamed slowly into the spacious
quite right in our surmise ; this is one of the Jewish Indians,
harbour of Bombay is beyond my descriptive power. However,
and his trade is money changing. “ Badle Wallah ” he is
I will endeavour in the few short articles that will fall from my
called, and to judge from the crowd at present gathered round
pen to give a true and faithful (though perhaps ungrammatical)
him, he is doing good business. However, I will not weary my
representation of life in India as experienced by Tommy Atkins,
readers with describing the various type of natives that have put
and trust that the same may prove both instructive and inter
off from the shore in the hope of doing a little business with
esting to the many readers of the Queen's Own Gazette in
those on board, but will turn our attention to the now im
India and at home.
patient and somewhat noisy troops. But all things come to
At last we have reached India’s coral strand, the largest and him who waits, and this maxim is not lost as far as Tommy
wealthiest of England’s many possessions, and as the grey Atkins is concerned, for soon small steamers are seen making
morning mist lifts itself from the great city, it reveals to us towards the vessel, and as they draw near, all kits, luggage, &c.,
such a panorama that the greatest artist or the most gifted are got ready for swinging overboard into the numerous barges
writer that ever lived would be unable to depict.
ready for their reception. At last this work is got through,
Soon all is bustle on board, and amidst the sound of hissing and all that now remains is for Tommy himself to follow suit,
steam, the rattle of chains, and the shriek of whistles, mingled which he does with surprising alacrity. The little vessel soon
with the hoarse shouts from the various officials on board, the nears the shore, and as we take a last glance at the “ Malabar ”
knife-like propellers gradually cease their revolutions, the chairs our thoughts go back to the time when we first put foot upon
are run out, and in a short space of time the ponderous trooper her and wonder when we shall again be making the return
journey to dear old England.
ls at anchor.
Our reception on shore I will fully describe in my next.
Everybody on board is, of course, eager to be once more on
RENVAT.
terra firma, but this at present is out of the question. Kits
2 n d B A T T A L IO N .
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1st BATTALION NEWS.
--------o-------P eshawar , A pril 29 t h , 1897.

The following is a true report of a conversation between an
officer and a private at a recent great coat inspection :—
Officer—“ Why hav’nt you got those stains off your coat,
Private -------- ? ”
Private—“ Please, sir, I have been trying to get them out.”
Officer—“ What did you use for the purpose ? ”
Private—“ Well, sir! I first used soap and water, and that was I
no use, so I tried a little pneumonia, and even that was
! no good.”
i We have heard of great coats as a good remedy for pneumonia,
but never of pneumonia being a good thing for great coats.
We wonder if by any chance he meant “ ammonia.”
“ THE BUFFS”

and

“ THE QUEEN’S OWN.”

Extract from the Civil and Military Gazette of April 6th, 1897.

26th, and we are now left on hot weather strength, and those
who are left behind are preparing themselves cheerfully for the
grilling which they expect. We all out here learnt with regret
the news of the defeat of the 2nd Battalion in the Army Cup
and wish them better luck next year. A short time ago there
was a rumour that all leave out of the country was stopped;
thoughts of an expedition, or even a Russian advance were at
once conjured up, but the rumour proved false, alas ! and we
have made up our minds for peace for the next six months
cit least
ANNUAL MUSKETRY.
A pril 28 t h , 1897.

C and B Companies have just completed their annual courses
of musketry ; the former with an average of 130 and the latter
of 125. For C Company Pte. Wells came out first with 186,
while for B Company Pte. Mills made the splendid score of 205;
we expect to see him go very near being the best shot in the
Battalion this year. B Company had 20 marksmen and only
four 3rd class shots.

Both companies found the extremely hot and sunny weather
“ It is not often that two regiments hailing from the same
county have the luck to be stationed together, but at present, rather trying, and B Company had the disadvantage of two
in Peshawar, “ The Buffs ” (East Kent) and “ The Queen’s wet and windy days.
Own” (Royal West Kent), are stationed together. They are
ANNUAL SPORTS OF THE BATTALION.
most friendly, and the bands of the two regiments have just
The following athletic sports were held by permission of
finished a tournament, consisting of a series of indoor and Colonel T. H. Brock (Commanding Battalion), on the Garrison
outdoor games. Each event was keenly and very hotly Recreation Ground, on Saturday, loth April, 1897, the com
contested, and, although “ The Buffs” won the majority of mittee being Major Western, Captain Pedley, Lieut. Robinson,
events, The Queen’s Own had the honor of winning the Lieut. Isacke, Sergeant-Major Barton, Colour-Sergeant Willis,
cricket, football and shooting.
As a wind-up to this very Sergeant Osman, and Sergeant Whittard :—
enjoyable tournament, a smoking concert was given by “ The
High Jump.—1st Private Paine, 2nd Lance-Corporal Malt
Buffs” band in their library. A most enjoyable evening was
spent, and some very good songs were sung, but the palm must 3rd Private Knight.
Veterans’ Race.—1st Sergt.-Major Barton, 2nd Sergt. Osman
be given to Mr. Hackney, The Buffs’ bandmaster, for his
3rd
Sergt. Whittard.
rendering of “ Rocked in the Cradle of the Deep.” A very
pleasant smoker was at a late hour brought to a close with the
Flat Race, 200 Yards (Privates).—1st Private Mullins, 2nd
singing of “ Auld Lang Syne,” and “ God save the Queen,’’ j Private Clipsham, 3rd Private Knight, 4th Private Eaglesand,
and every one present of the two regiments hoped that before j
Three-legged Race.—1st Drummers Budd and Churchill, 2nd
they separate they may have the pleasure of spending many Private Eaglesand and Lance-Corporal Bowsher, 3rd Privates
more such happy evenings together.”
Littlefield and Soughton, 4th Privates Howes and Wingfield.
On April 7th General Elies held his marching-in inspection 1 Boys’ Handicap.—1st Jones, 2nd Press, 3rd McNamara, 4th
of the battalion. In the course of a few remarks he made when Champion.
presenting the Chitral Medals to the lucky few who were to
Throwing the Cricket Ball.—1st Lance-Corporal Malt, 2nd
receive them, he said he hoped that at no very distant period
the regiment would be receiving a medal “ en masse,” as there : Private Comber, 3rd Lance-Corporal Joy.
Putting the Shot.—1st Private Finnis, 2nd Private Leach, 3rd
was always a good chance of seeing service in Peshawar. The
following were presented with the Chitral Medal ;—Sergt. Lance-Corporal Malt.
Haysmore Corpl. Ail wood, Ptes. Brunger, Martin and Musson.
Potato Race.—1st Private Selves, 2nd Private Maver, 3rd
It is a very difficult matter to gather interesting news together Private Cleveland, 4th Private Putman.
for the Queen's Own Gazette at this time of the year. Our
Flat Race, 200 Yards (Corporals).— 1st L a n c e -C o rp o ra l Malt,
last consignment of officers for leave left on Monday, April 2nd Lance-Corporal Bowsher, 3rd Corporal Joy.
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Half-mile (Open to Buffs only).—ist Private Reeves, 2nd
Sergt. Lacey, 3rd Private Austin.
Water Can Race.—ist Private Mullins, 2nd Private Brill, 3rd
Private Putman.
Flat Race, 200 Yards (Sergeants).—ist Sergt. Neighbour,
and Sergt. Tapp, 3rd Sergt. Crouch.
Boot Race.—ist Private Runham, 2nd Private James, 3rd
Private Pallett.
Quarter-mile (Open).—ist Sergt. Neighbour, 2nd Private
Collard, the Buffs, 3rd Private Reeves, the Buffs.
Tilting the Bucket.—ist Privates Putman and Cleveland)
2nd Privates Paine and Cormack, 3rd Privates West and Tucker,
4th Privates Gamblin and Baker.
Hurdle Race (Native Troops).—ist Akkan Khan, 30th P.I.
2nd Kalar Singh, 30th P.O., 3rd Nor Ammond, 13th B.C.
100 Yards (beys not enlisted).—ist F. Stewart, 2nd W.
Gregg, 3rd L. O’Brien, 4th E. Sillitoe.
100 Yards (girls)—ist Winnie Eldred, 2nd Daisy Stewart,
3rd Baby Stewart, 4th Dolly Eldred.
100 Yards Flat (all ranks).—ist Sergt. Neighbour, 2nd Private
Mullins, 3rd Sergt. Tapp, 4th Sergt. Crouch.
Hurdle Race (all ranks).—ist Sergt. Neighbour, 2nd LanceCorporal Malt, 3rd Private Eaglesand.
Boxing (3 rounds catch weights).—ist Private May, 2nd
Private King.
Mile Race (all ranks).—ist Private Pellett, 2nd Private
Meager, 3rd Boy Harris, 4th Drummer Budd.
200 Yards (Native Establishment).— ist Abdul Rahem, 3rd
Amar.

1261

It is impossible to dwell in detail on the various events. It is
enough to say that all through they were contested with great
keenness, and there were several very good performances, par
ticularly Lance-Corporal Malt’s throwing the cricket ball and
Sergeant Neighbour’s running. There was a large gathering
both of the British and Native Corps in the Garrison, and in
the officers’ enclosure. The scene was brightened considerably
by a very representative gathering of the ladies of the station.
With the exception of a couple of sharp showers the weather
was all that could be desired.
The afternoon’s enjoyment was considerably augmented in
the way of amusements by the excellent lot of side shows
which were to be seen. Private Candy surprised everyone
with his acrobatic feats. Private H. Aslett also did some fine
balancing performances and walked about on the longest pair
of stilts we have seen for some time. Corporal Seaton and his
clowns were as funny as usual. Sergeant Regan also had
trained some of the boys of the band to dance, and, dressed up
as girls of various nationalities, they executed some very pretty
dances.
The Band cf “ The Buffs ” was very kindly lent for the
occasion, and they played a good selection during the afternoon
A very pleasant day was brought to a close by the giving away
of the prizes, which Mrs. Elies kindly consented to do.
1st

BATTALION CORRESPONDENT.

---------- o---------TOURNAMENT—BAND, THE BUFFS, v. BAND, THE
QUEEN’S OWN.

Side Shows.—Sergt. Regan, Private Kaslett, Private Candy.
Band. —The Buffs.

A tournament was commenced on the 22nd March between
the above-named Bands, consisting cf indoor and outdoor
games. The number of events were 20. Two points were to
be given for a win and one for a draw. Owing to the Buffs
having a Band Library they had a great advantage over us at
the indoor games, but we were greatly consoled by winning the
principal events of the Tournament, viz.. Cricket, Football,
Shooting, and Tug-of-war, although we are of opinion that at
cricket the best team lost. The totals were :—The Queen’s
Own 122, Buffs 107. The principal scorers for our band were
Sergt. Arnold 35, Corporal Feuillade 19, Private Lush 16
Bandmaster Stewart, 13. The shooting scores are given in
another column.

On the day before, a great many of the events had been con
siderably “ thinned,” only the finals being left for the actual
day. And even when done thus it was somewhat of a rush to
get through the very lengthy programme. However, thanks
to the indefatigable exertions of the committee, a very formid
able task was most successfully accomplished.

The indoor games were played in the Band Library of the
Buffs, which is a very comfortable place. It is part of the
verandah ward of the band-room, nicely decorated and carpeted,
and we had some very pleasant evenings there during the
Tournament. The following is a list of the games with the
results :—

Rupee Race.—ist Brill, 2nd Cormack, 3rd Gamblin.
Tug-of-war (final).—C. beat D.
Obstacle Race.—ist Brill, 2nd Knight, 3rd Ramsey, 4th
Eaglesand.
Band Race (the Buffs).—ist McGrath, 2nd Morrow, 3rd
Corporal Sheppard.
Consolation Race.—ist Saunders, 2nd Matchin, 3rd Corporal
Parry.
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Outdoor Games.
Handball (Doubles) „
4 „ „ 1
Handball (Singles) ,,
5
v i ) 1
Putting the shot
„
Quoits...........
„
3
a n 0
Bounders (boys) The 0 ueen’s Own
Tug-of-war (men)
„
Tug-of-war (boys) The Buffs
Football The Queen-’s Own
4 goals to nil
Cricket
„
Won by 15 runs
Shooting
„
Won by 39 points
Total points

..............

2
2
2
2
O
O
2
O
0
0
26

0
0
0
0
2
2
0
2
2
2
14

The tournament was concluded on April ist.
On the
evening of that date the Queen’s Own Band were entertained
at a smoking concert by the Buffs’ Band in the Band Library,
which was very tastefully arranged.
A great number of
excellent songs were then sung, among which were :—
“ Rocked in the cradle of the deep ”...... Bd. Mr. Hackney,
The Buffs.
•‘Alabama Coon ”...Bd.-Sergt. Regan, The Queen’s Own.
“ A Soldier’s Song’’...Sergt. Borland, The Buffs.
“ Asthore ’’...Sergt. Featherstone, The Buffs.
Pte. Grover (The Q. O.) imitated a band on a mouth organ
in a very clever manner • Private Lewis (The Q. O.) also sang
two very good songs. During the evening the toast of “ The
Officers ” (Buffs and Q. O.) was proposed and drank. The
concert was brought to a close about 11.30 by both bands
singing ‘‘ God save the Queen.”
We have to thank the Buffs’ Band for some very pleasant
evenings. Since our arrival in Peshawar they have done all in
their power to create a good feeling between the two Bands,
and there is no doubt they have succeeded, and it is the sincere
wish of all that the friendship thus started will continue,
not only in Peshawar, but anywhere we may be stationed in
j the future.

Shooting Match, Buffs Band v. Band The Queen’s Own,” at
Peshawar, on April ist.
“ The Queen’s Own.”
200
500
600 Total
Sergeant Arnold
32
26
22
80
Corporal Feuillade ...
27
26
22
75
Private Rumens
27
22
25
74
Band-Master Stewart
18
68
31
19
...
22
Private Knight
22
68
24
„ McGee
28
29
8
65
„ Roffe
25
11
60
24
15
„ Williams ...
20
19
54
207
Private Morrow
„ Hewlett
Lance-Corporal Brown
Sergeant Featherstone
,,
Tozer
„
Borland ...
Private Warner
„ Dobson

T he Buffs.
29
27
27
26
28
27
24
6
194

192

145

544

28

23

80

27
19
18
l6
20
19
11

6b
66
65
62
60

U3

50s

23

20
22
21
IS
17
12
cn
CO

Game.
Won by
Billiards
...
A Tie
3 games each
Cribbage
...
A Tie
7
v
»
Whist .......... The Buffs
5 „ to 2
Backgammon
,,
5
,, ,, 1
Bezique ... The'Queen’s Own 4
i) i) 3
Fat
.......... The Buffs
4
» a 2
Chess ..........
„
2 »>, *
Draughts ...
„
4
it » 3
Dominoes ...
„
5
>i a 1
Push Piece ...
„
4
a )> 3

Points.
Queen’s
Buffs. Own.
1
1
1
1
2
0
2
0
0
2
2
0
2
0
2
0
2
0
2
0

.

77

29

POM-POM.

SERGEANTS’ MESS

NEWS.

-------- o-------The Sergeants have played their annual cricket match, under
and over 12 years’ service, and once again the “ youngsters”
have proved victorious.
All the families of the Sergeants attended, and a photo
graph of all was taken, and we hope to see it come out well
The day finished up with a dance and concert in the Mess, and
with the help of Corporal Willis and Sergt. Warner with mando
lins, and Sergt. Dibden and Lance-Sergt. Blunt with the banjo,
a most enjoyable evening was spent.
S core

at

M atch .

Over 12
ist. 2nd.
Under 12.
ist. 2n d
Sergt.-Major Barton
13
7 L. Sergt. Crouch
3
Sergt.-Dr. Cates
0 7 Sergt. Ashby
6
Bandmaster Stewart
11
Sergt.
Roebuck
5
15 *18
Sergt. Eldred
28 11 School Inst. Dellar 34
Colr.-Sergt. Edmonds 0 1 L. Sergt. Neighbour 21 22
Sergt. Osman
0 Colr-Sergt. Cover
18 *21
7
Sergt. Arnold
*17
7 19 Sergt. Rogers
Colr.-Sergt Funnell
1 Sergt. Murphy
0
5
Sergt. Matthews
*0
2
L.
Sergt.
Blount
*7
Sergt. Allen
2
3
3 Sergt. Firman
Sergt. Dibden
0 0 Sergt. Taylcr
O
Extras
6
Extras
3
4
79

61

124

61
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We have played the sergeants of the Buffs since our arrival
in Peshawar, and just managed to win. Mr. Hackney, in their
first innings, put on a useful 28, and Sergt. Hobson, and
Quartermaster-Sergt. Nicholas fairly collared the bowling in
the second innings and gave us plenty of exercise, but Sergt.Major Barton came in with his lobs and dismissed the two o^
them in three balls, and afterwards performed the hat trick.
We have been looking round for a silk cap (Regimental Colour),
but hav’nt found one up-to-date. Sergt.-Major Barton, LanceSergt. Neighbour, Sergt. Arnold, Schoolmaster Dellar and
Clr.-Sergt. Cover batted well for our side, and we thought we
should have reached 200 but missed it by n . Scores :—
S gts .—“ B uffs ”

1st 2nd S gts. —T he Q ueens O wn ”
# r* Sgt.-Mstr. Barton
s
Sgt. Veitch
5
33
„ Hobson
B.M.
Stewart
4 63
7
„ Manville
0
Lt.-Sgt. Neighbour
20
„ Reynolds
24
Sgt. Arnold
4
B.M. Hackney
28 0 Schoolmaster Dellar
22
Qr.-Mstr.-Sgt. Nicholas T7 38 Sgt. Roebuck
7
S.M. Featherstone
* j 10 Clr -Sgt. Cover
*25
Sgt. Tozer
3
U
13 Sgt. Murphy
„ Marshall
,, Hills
5
3
4
2
,, Eldred
„ Featherstone
I
13
„ Patten
4
5
5 Lt.-Sergt. Tapp
26
Extras
Extras
8 14
* Not out

94 152 (for 8 wkts,.)

I89

1st BATTALION INTELLIGENCE.
--------0-------Lance-Corpl. R. Liddle, Ptes. J. Willis and F. Pearce have
extended their service to complete 12 years with the Colours.
Cr.-Sergt. E. Sillitoe has reverted at his own request to
Sergeant.
Lance-Corpl. A. Matthews has passed in Part I. Lower
Standard Hindustani.
India, 1895, with clasp Relief of Chitral, is the Medal given
to Sergt. Haysmore, Corp'. Ailwood, Ptes. G. Brunger, W.
Martin, and A. Musson, for their part in the Chitral Expedition.
Cr.-Sergt. J. George, Ptes. C. Clarke, J. Crawley, have
re-engaged to complete 21 years’ service.
No. 2,685, Pte. D- Brown, resumes his correct name, viz,
Daniel Hoolsham.
Boy W. Wheller has been appointed bandsman.
Third class Certificate of Education have been awarded to
Lance-Corpls. S. Medcalf, R. Cockle, W. West, W. Wheatley
and A. Warner.
Lance-Corpl. Shields, at his own request, reverts to Private.
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Pte. A. Wall has been appointed Drummer.
Lance-Corpls. G. Carter, J. Holliday, and Boy W. Wheeler
have been awarded 2nd class Certificates of Education.
No. 3,622, Pte. S. Lee, has been transferred to the 46th
Field Battery, R.A., to serve with an elder brother.
Good Conduct Pay has been granted as under :—
Granted 2d. Pte. J. Willcox, M. Manktelow, A. Silverthorne,
J. Jeffrey, M. Harris.
Granted id. Pte. J. Press, W. Cridland, J. Parkinson,
E. Ashton, C. Smith, T. Allen, J. Collins.
Restored id. Ptes. J. Hopkins, W. Fyson, W. Wakelin,
T. Evans, J. Honey, T. Jeffreys, H. Ardray. J. Carroll, T
Dinham, W. Moore, T. Cleveland.

2nd BATTALION NOTES.
With the month of May cricket has commenced. Though
the month opened cold and cheerless, and to-day (May 25th)
similar weather obtains, we have had about a fortnight of fine
sunny days. Capt. Marshall has not been able to get together
as strong garrison teams as he would wish owing to musketry,
but, nevertheless, the garrison has been doing well. Several of
the Battalion have done well with bat or ball, notably Captain
Marshall and 2nd 'Lt. Joslin with the latter, and Capt. Martyn,
2nd Lt. Druce, and 2nd Lt. Bonham-Carter with the former.
The Druce family are notorious in the cricket world r.ow,
and their representative with us is keeping up the family
reputation. 120 for the Battalion against the Oxfordshire L I ,
and 113 against the 13th Hussars, with 79 (not out) for the
Garrison against Dublin University, and 102 (not out) against
County Kildare, makes a pretty good start for the season of
1897. This officer, we regret to say, is about to go to the
Depot, vice Lt. Buckle. He will doubtless find plenty of scope
for his cricketing powers in Kent.
Another loss to the Battalion, I am afraid we shall shortly
have to chronicle. Capt. Umfreville is to succeed Capt. Mann
as Adjutant of our 1st Volunteer Battalion at Tonbridge.
Lt. Buckle will then become our Adjutant.
Capt. Martyn has been offered and accepted the post of
Brigade-Major to a Militia Brigade which is to be trained at the
Curragh during June.
It has been a very great pleasure to us all to see Lt.-Col.
Alderson here after his campaign in South Africa. A right
hearty welcome he received on entering Barracks. We learnt,
as it happened, on the day he arrived, that the Gazette
containing the honours for Rhodesia announced his well-earned
promotion to Lt.-Colonel. The fever to which he fell a victim
after the campaign was ever has pulled him down very much,
and we regret to say he is very far from strong yet, but we
trust before long he will have completely recovered.

THE QUEEN’S OWN GAZETTE.
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Second Lieutenant Bonham-Carter has gone to Aldershot for
a course of range taking.

The third match, the annual one, Officers v. N.C.O.’s and
men, resulted in a runaway victory for the officers, chiefly due
to our popular Adjutant, who “ carted ” the bowling all over
the field, and out of it too. Captain Martyn treated us to a
free display of batting, and the “ tail ” wagged in the most
artistic fashion. Mr. Joslin was again in great form with the
ball, and Mr. Comyn, although a trifle erratic owing to want of
practice, ought to prove a useful acquisition.
The fourth match saw us again victorious, with lots to spare.
Mr. Druce again proved what a fine cricketer he is by compiling
a brilliant innings of 113, while nearly everyone else assisted
with useful contributions. In the bowling line Mr. Joslin and
Captain Marshall got five and four wickets respectively, but the
latter was very erratic and expensive. The fielding showed a
marked improvement, Sergt. Bass being especially noticeable,
and Mr. Druce behind the sticks bringing off two good catches.

A large pirty of recruits were trained in musketry this
month by Lieutenant Kitson at The Curragh. The weather
was on some days decidedly bad, and the result is less good than
last year.

[Owing to limited space we are unable to publish the whole
of the individual scores which have been sent to us.—Editor
Q.O.G.]
The following are the principal scores : —

The musketry training of the Battalion will commence
probably before long, and will take place at Kilbride.
We hope the muster at the Regimental Dinner on Monday,
June 14th, will be a very good one. Everybody will be glad to
know that several from India will be present at it.

2nd Battalion “ The Queen’s Own” v. Oxfordshire Light
Infantry, “ The Queen’s Own” 317.—Captain C. Marshall,42 ;
Lieut. C. Druce, 120; Musician Ball, 21; Sergt. Saunders,
47; Sergt. Bass, 29; Lance-Corpl. Stack, 15; Lieut. C. C.
Mulloy, not out, 10. Oxfordshire L’ght Infantry. 199.

2 nd B attalion C orrespondent .

2nd Battalion “ Queen’s Own ” v. Dublin University 2nd XI.
—2nd Battalion “ The Queen’s Own,” 163.—Capt. A. Martyn,
15; Capt. G. Marshall, 16 ; Lieut. C. Druce, 13; Capt. S.
Umfreville, 12 ; Colour-Sergt. Sharp, 48 ; Lance-Corpl. Stack,
not out, 24. Dublin University 2nd XI, 162. Bowling
analysis.—Capt. Marshall, 44 runs 2 wickets ; Lieut. F. J.
Toslin, 40, 4 ; Captain Umfreville, 29, 2 ; Sergt. Bullock, 5, 1.
OFFICERS v. NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS
AND MEN.

While he was staying here Major Leckie also paid us a visit;
he was in excellent health and we were delighted to see him.
24th May was of course celebrated here as usual. A lovely
day and an enormous crowd of spectators, but the show was
hardly lovely, or the crowd of military enormous. Since last year
the Dublin garrison has been reduced by a Regiment of Cavalry
and a Battalion of Guards. When to this is added the absence
of Artillery, the absence from the garrison of a large number at
musketry, and the weak condition of the Battalion in Dublin,
thespectators may well haveconsidered the review disappointing.
It is expected that the General Officer Commanding will hold
the annual inspection of the Battalion on June 8th & 9th, when
we trust he may have good cause to express himself as well
pleased as he told us he was last year.

Dublin.
2 nd

BATTALION

CRICKET.

We have commenced the cricket season most auspiciously by
winning three matches off the reel, and let us hope this success
will continue till the end of the season. We must admit that
the chief factor in our victories has been our captain, Mr.
Druce, who is in splendid form with the bat this year, and also
sets his side a grand example of keenness and smartness in the
field, an example, alas, not too well followed by us. The scores
are attached, so I will just make a few remarks on the in
dividual play. Against the Oxfordshire Light Infantry Mr.
Druce put together a faultless 120, characterised by sound
play and hard clean hitting. Sergt. Saunders’ 47 was a pains
taking innings, but Capt. Marshall was very lucky, being
missed four times in the first four overs. The bowling on our
side was weak, but Mr. Joslin kept a good length all through.
The second match, v. Dublin University, was most exciting,
and we just managed to pull through by one run. ColcurSergt. Sharp came to the rescue when things were going
badly, and his innings was a most valuable one. Corporal
Stack hit very hard. Mr. Joshn bowled very well, as the
analysis shows.

N on -C om’s

O fficers .

and men .

Colour-Sergt. Audsley
Musician Ball ...
Sergeant Bass ...
Sergeant Saunders
Colour-Sergeant Sharp
Lance-Corporal Stack ..
Sergeant Bullock
Private Howden
Lance-Corporal Gibbs ..
Lance-Corporal Parker
Sergeant H. Bass
Extras

1 Capt. A. Martyn
2 Lieut. F. J. Joslin
5 Capt. G. Marshall
7 Capt. S. Umfreville
oLieut. J. S. Comyn
15 ,, G. D. Lister
t5
„ C. Mulloy, not0ut
2 ,, R. J. Hildyard’i ^
2 „ J. H. C. Nunn I ^
7 ,, C. E. Kitson
9
„ C. Druce
3
Extras
69

B owling A nalysis.

Lieut. Joslin .
„ Comyn
u Mulloy

Runs. Wkts.
Runs.
31
3 Pidvate Howden
52
36
4 Lance-Corpl Stack 37
1
1 Sergeant Bass
33

188
Wkts.
2

THE QUEEN’S OWN GAZETTE.
2nd Battalion “ The Queen’s Own,” v. 13th Hussars
“ The Queen’s Own,” 337,—Cap:. A. Martyn, 45; Lieut. C.
Druce, 113 ; Lieut. M. P. Buckle, 35 ; Musician Ball, 10 ;
Lieut. F. J. Joslin, 27 ; Lieut. J. S. Comyn, 30 ; Sergt. Bass,
30 ; Private Howden, 17 ; Lieut. C. C. Mulloy, not out, 20.
13th Hussars, 148. Bowling analysis, Capt. Marshall,
88 runs, 3 maidens, 4 wickets ; Lieut Joslin, 56 runs, 7
maidens, 5 wickets.

2nd BATTALION INTELLIGENCE.
-----------o----------No. 4,408, Pte. G. Jolley, has been transferred to the Army
Ordnance Corps.
Good Conduct Pay has been granted to the undernamed
as stated :—
Granted 2d. Ptes. E. Thom, W. Malian.
Granted id. Lance-Corpl. J. Lewis, Ptes. H. Hastings, C.
Argar, E. Paris, L. Furby.
Restored id. Ptes. W. Kew, G. West.
Field Works’ Certificates have been granted to Corpl. A.
Klein and Lance-Corpl. W. Cowing.
The General Officer commanding Dublin district has granted
the sum of A 10 t0 be devoted to charitable purposes of the
Battalion, this sum being a part of the profits of the Torchlight
Tattoo recently held in Merrion Square.
The undernamed have joined the Regimental Depot for duty:
Lance-Corpls. F. Croucher, F. Farley, Ptes. A. Hicks, W.
Cummings, D. Novell, W. Adams.
Musician J. Ball and G. Huntley have re engaged to complete
21 years’ service.
Pte. G. F. Elliott has gone to the Army Reserve, as has also
Pte. G. Kesby and G. Paine.
Lance-Corpl. A. Wakeman has joined from Netley.
Lance-Corpl. A. E. Lines has joined the Staff Clerk Section
of the Army Service Corps.
Appointed Provisional Lance-Corporals are Ptes. G. Selves
A. Sayce, H. Gibbs.

DEPOT INTELLIGENCE.
FOOTBALL.
The Depot team, on their visit to Westerham, were enter
tained by Sergeant Instructor J. Leury to a capital spread at his
own house. Sergeant Instructor Leury and his spouse deserved
the compliments bestowed on them for the right royal way
they had provided, and it was all the more welcome seeing that
empty stomachs were in the majority. Conviviality and good
feeling reigned supreme.
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The League Cup was formally deposited in the Sergeants’
Mess on Friday, 30th April, for safe-keeping, after it had been
christened at a smoking concert in the Recreation Room,
arranged by Qr.-Mastr.-Sergt. Gilburd.
Major Daniell presided and opened the proceedings by a telling
speech to young soldiers on the advantages of sport and activity
against the spirit of indolence. Q.-M.-Sergt. Gilburd briefly re
lated the doings of the club, and Sergt. McGregor spoke of his
experiences with the 2nd Battalion team. Songs by Drummer
Firman, Corporal Pond, Private Duff, Sergeant Marlow, and
others, with an exhibition of step dancing, by Private Lill, kept
the accompanist and the company going until 10 o’clock, when
the proceedings terminated with “ God save the Queen.”
The silver medals presented by the Maidstone League have
been won by Pvt. Bing, Corpl. Hazlett, Corpl. Askew, Sergt.
McGregor, Corpl. Pond, Pvt. Frost, Corpl. Spearing, Pvt.
Snaith, Pvt. Hilton, Qr.-Mast.-Sergt. Gilburd, and Coy.-Sergt..
Major Boulter, R.E.
CRICKET.
The annual meeting of the Recreation Club was held on the
n th May. Captain W. E. Rowe presiding. After the usual
business of electing officials, matters for the furtherance of
cricket were discussed. Captain W. E. Rowe very kindly
offered a bat for the one who, having played in 12 matches,
had the highest batting average. This should prove a great
incentive to players to make good use of their time at the
wicket. Sergt.-Drummer Gee has been selected to captain the
team.
The Depot cricket season opened on May 1st with a match
between Officers and Sergeants v. Rank and File, the former
winning by 101 runs to 38.
On May 8th, the^team defeated Turkey Mill by 7 runs and
4 wickets to spare. Scores : Depot, 93 for 6 wickets ; Turkey
Mill, 86. The winning hit was made but a few minutes before
‘time.’ Sergt.-Drummer Gee, who made 43, was out to the
last ball of the match.
In very cold weather, May 12th, tracks were made for Fort
Pitt, Chatham, to engage the Medical Staff Corps, and the
match will be remembered as the Arctic expedition. Chatham
Football Ground was the venue, and an exciting finish was
witnessed. The Depot compiled 96 runs, and the Medical
Staff Corps after losing 5 wickets for 19 runs, made 90, heavy
rain falling whilst the last two men were in, and threatened to
produce a drawn game. A good feed was provided after the
match with Medical Staff Corps’ generosity, and the way the
waiters were kept employed showed that it was fully
appreciated.
Following these victories came defeats from Arkcoll and Co.
and Hayle Place, the first-named, by numerous chances, rat
tling up a score of 158, to which the Depot responded with 86
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(Sergt.-Drummer Gee 51), and the latter 157 for 7 wickets,
against which the Depot made 68.
At the Yeomanry Sports, held at Linton Park, Sergt. Outten
won a silver-plated cruet stand, and Sergt. Pease a set of brushes
in case, in the f-mile race open to the Garrison.
The following have been the prize winners in the last two
competitions for recruits of the drafts which left Maidstone for
Dublin, 17th April and 24th May :—

OUR BELOVED “ QUEEN’S ” RECORD REIGN.
(By one of “ The Queen’s Own”).
Sixty years of loyalty,
Sixty years of love,
Sixty years of purity
Helped by Heaven above.
Sixty years you’ve held our hearts
“ Trusty,” “ Tried” and “ True,”
This humble poem scarce imparts
The love we hold for you.

England, as a Nation, has ever glorious been ;
Monarchs of our greatness have always been a Queen ;
“ Bess,” and Good Queen “ Anne,” they shine on
Gymnastics—I, Pte. Crawley ; 2, Pte. Roberts ; 3, Pee. Jeflferys - Good Queen
History’s page,
But our “ proudest boast,” our loving toast, is our “Victorian age.”
High Jump—1, Pte. Lofts ; 2, Pte. Roberts.
Thou ! when news of greatness came, lowly bent the knee,
Boxing—1, Pte. Lofts ; 2, Pte. Jarvis.
Give me grace, and give me help, I trust, my “ God,” in Thee.
Help and grace were given thee, “ Monarch,” “ Mother," “ Wife,”
Obstacle Race—1, Pte. Crawley ; 2, Pte. Jeflferys.
Sorrow, joy, anxiety, thro’ sixty years of life.
Us your humble subjects, loud and loud acclaim,
England’s glorious deeds performed in “ Victoria’s ” reign.
Competition held 2 oth M ay .
And every British speaking son upon your joyful day
Gymnastics—1, Pte. Cove ; 2, Pte. Brooker ; 3, Pte. Cook ■ Will shout “ God bless,” “ God save the Queen,” and
“ Hip-hip-hip Hurrah.”
4, Pte. Gowans ; 5, Ptes. Hysted and James (tie)
1897.
E.C.C.
Competition

held ist

A pril .

Mile Race—1, Pte. Brooker; 2, Pte. Day ; 3, Pte. Turnbull ;
4, Pte. Cayley.
Jumping—1, Pee. Cove ; 2, Pee. Gowans ; 3, Pte. Brooker
4, Pte. Turnbull.
Obstacle Race—1, Pte. Brooker ; 2, Pte. Cove ; 3, Pte. Hysted ;
4, Pte. Cook.

VOLUNTEEK NOTES.
-------- :o:-------A very interesting Competition took place at the Gym
nasium, Maidstone, on 30th April, amongst the members of
the Maidstone Companies of the ist Volunteer Battalion who
had formed a class.

MARRIAGES.
At Milton, Gravesend, on 19th Dec., 1896, Corporal
H. McDonald, 1st Battalion, to Miss Emily Lock.
DEATHS.
At Peshawar, on 10th April, No. 4387, Private] J.
Jenkins, 1st Battalion.
At Peshawar, on 17th April, No. 3405, Private W.
Varnfield, 1st Battalion.
At Peshawar, on 21st April, No, 3930, Private B
Weller, 1st Battalion.

T he T erms

of

S ubscription

are as

F ollows :

The Officers of both the Line Battalions and Depots, 6d
Prizes were kindly given by Major Pine, Officer Commanding J per month.
the Maidstone Companies, and each event was keenly con- ! Other Subscribers, 3s. per annum, including postage. With
tested.
Almanac, 35. 6d.
Gymnastics.—1, Reesby; 2, Harden ; 3, Wilkins ; 4, Philpott j
Copies will be sold at id. per Number to Non- Commissioned
Bayonet v. Bayonet.—1, Reesby ; 2, Sparks.
Officers and Men serving with the Colours. I f sent by post
is. 6d. per year.
Obstacle Race.—1, Philpott; 2, Attwood ; 3, Wilkins.
Sergeant Outten acted as umpire.

The list of balances unclaimed, published at the War Office
for quarter ending April 30, shows the sum of
17s. iod. as
still unclaimed by the next-of-kin of Private William Cloake,
late ist Battalion.

Extra copies or back numbers can always be supplied at the
same rate as is charged to N.C.O.'s and men.
A ll Subscriptions payable in advance, and all Correspondence
to be addressed to •
T he E ditor ,
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The Barracks, Maidstone.
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thermometer in the Tochi \ alley at this time of year registers
140 degrees in the shade, this temperature when sleeping two
in an 8 olb. tent, is rather too warm to be comfortable. However,
we wish them a good fight and a safe return, covered with glory,
and a medal. Rumours are afloat that the two brigades
already sent up are merely an advance party, and that as soon
as the weather gets cooler there is to be a really big show, of
course we all hope this is true, and that the next cold weather
will see the Kentish brigade from Peshawar to the front.

PROMOTIONS AND APPOI NTMENTS.
ffiajetie.

1st BATTALION.
Promoted Colour-Sergt. Sergt. G. Allen, 19th May.
Appointed Lance-Corporals, Pte. W. Stannard, 15th
June, Ptes. A. Brown, H. Drake, E. M andy, 29th June.

2nd BATTALION.
On Tuesday, June 22nd, Diamond Jubilee Day, an excellent
Promoted Corporal, Lance-Corporal W. Young, 6th
open-air
concert was given, to which the General, the few
July.
ladies who are left in Peshawar, and all the station turned up,
Appointed Lance-Corporals, Pte- D. Howden, 4th
I
and
an excellent show was witnessed.
June; Pte. G. M atthews, 7th June; Pte. E. Parker,
7th June.
1st V O LU N T EER BATTALION.
Capt. C, E. W arner is granted the honorary rank of
Major, dated 21st July.
2nd V O LU N TEER BATTALION.
Captain W. K. Lem on is granted the honorary rank of
Major, dated 26 th June, 1897.

1st BATTALION CORRESPONDENCE.
--------0-------As is usual in the hot weather there is a great dearth of
interesting matter for our monthly contribution. Our
Diamond Jubilee festivities here were necessarily of a some
what limited character. An elaborate breakfast had been provided
by the Mahommedans of Peshawar city, to which all the
"sahibs ” were invited, but owing to the unfortunate murder
of Mr. Ross by a “ ghazi ” on the 21st June, everyone fought
shy of venturing into the city, so the entertainment fell through,
much to the regret of all concerned. Lieuts. Simpson, Robinson and Golding, have joined the Tochi’s Valley Field Force
and have left for the front to do regimental duty with the 93rd
Highlanders,' who beingo warned for service at this time of year,
were naturally considerably short of their full complement of
officers. We fear that they will have a rough time of it, as the

,

Every credit is due to Band-Sergeant Regan for the
excellent programme he had provided for our entertainment.

Corpl. Seaton was as usual excellent in all the songs which he
sang, and Private Candy, the contortionist, does not seem to
have lost any of his activity from the change of climate.
Dr. McCarthy was excellent, especially in his song, “ She
was a stranger in London.”
Sergeant Regan sang well, and as usual delighted the
audience by his graceful movements, his get-up was perfect, and
he gave some very amusing by-play. Sergeant Warner gave
two very pretty selections on the mandolin.
But the chorus throughout were excellent, their dresses were
most picturesque, and they had evidently been most carefully
ttained in their business. The grand tableaux at the end was
really excellent, the scene being rendered very picturesque
by the presence of several “ sowars ” in the chorus. The Band
of the XXXI. P.I. was kindly lent for the evening, and played
several charming selections. The proceedings concluded with
the National Anthem being sung most heartily by all present,
and we all went to our homes , about 12.30 a.m. feeling
thoroughly satisfied with our evening’s enjoyment.
Following is the programme :—
PART I —Overture, the Band 31st P.I., “ The Village
Festival,” O’Keefe ; 1, Song, “ De old Banjo,” Corporal
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Seiton and Chorus ; 2, Song, “ The Jap,’’ Corporal Parry and
Chorus; 3, Ballad, “ Peacefully Slumber,” Corporal Seaton ; 4,
Polka March, “ Rialto,” Mandoline, Sergeant Warner and
Band ; 5, Song, “ One of the Family,” Lance-Corporal Easter ;
6, Song, “ She was a Stranger in London,” Dr. McCarthy ; 7,
Song, “ This 11 Do,” Private Mervin; 8, Contortionist, Private
Candy; 9, Song, “ Give it a Name,” Band-Sergeant Regan
j and Chorus. Interval of 15 minutes.

I

Commissariat department, and a private on famine duty.
Men at Meerut (2), Deolali (1), Malakand (5), Landour (2),
Meanmeer (1), Sialkot (1), Cawnpore (1), Alipore (1), and
Rawal Pindi (1). We make a total of 44 sergeants, 16
drummers, 40 corporals, and 896 privates, only 1 sergeant and
4 privates short of the establishment of i , coi .
To replace the waste expected, drafts to the number of 160
are expected from England during the ensuing trooping
season.

PART II.—Overture, the Band 31st P.T., Valse, “ Yours
Sincerely,” Coote; 1, “ A very Rickity Rackity Crew and
1 st BATTALION CORRESPONDENT.
! Sleeping Song, from the Sultana of ’Mocha.” Corporal Seaton
j and Chorus ; 2, Song. “ Chums,” Dr. McCarthy ; 3, Song and
Dance, “ Marguerite of Monte Carlo,” Band-Sergeant Regan
1st BATTALION INTELLIGENCE.
and Chorus ; 4, Song, “ Brighton,” Corporal Seaton ; 5, Valse,
“ Asthore,” Mandoline, Sergeant Warner and Band; 6, Con- *
-------- o-------tortionist, Private Candy ; 7, Grand Tableaux, “ Brittania,”
Bandsman H. Parkinson attains the age of 18 years.
Brittania, Lance-Corporal Gardener ; England, Corporal
Seaton ; Ireland, Band-Sergeant Regan ; Scotland, Corporal
Boy M. McNamara has been appointed bandsman.
Parry ; Wales, Private Mervin ; John Bull, Private Dixon ;
Lance-Corporal H. Clarke reverts to Private at his own
America, Private Osmond; Australia, Lance-Corporal Reis.
request.
The National airs of the above were sung by forty voices.
God Save the Queen Empress.
Lance-Corporal E. Hixson, Privates W. Pankhurst, and F.
Hockley, have been permitted to extend their service to
On Thursday, 24th June, we had a special performance of complete 12 years’ seivice with the colours.
the " Rip ” Company, who amused us very much, and gave us
Sergt. A. Rogers has re-engaged to complete 12 years with
an excellent exhibition of the Animatograph. Some excellent
songs and dances by members of the company made up a most the colours, as has Private F. Parvin.
enjoyable evening.
Pte. T. Wood, 4th Dragoon Guards, has joined the Battalion
It may not be amiss to give statistics as to the distribution
of the 1st Battalion on the 1st July, now they are at their
fresh station in India. Of officers; at headquarters, there are
two majors, a like number of captains, four subalterns, and the
adjutant ; and at Cherat, one captain and two subalterns. At
Thoba, one subaltern ; Chunger Gulli, one ; on duty with the
Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders, one ; on famine duty,
one. Probationers with the Indian Staff Corps, twc—these
with one subaltern sick, and Colonel T. H. Brock, Captains R.
C. Style, N. K. S. Lowe, F. H. Hotham, S. H. Pedley, and
E. Venables, Messrs. J. W. O’Dowda, H. L. Bush and T. R.
Price, and the Qtr.-Master, Captain Mansfield, on leave, make
a total of 29 officers.

on transfer to serve with an elder brother.
Good Conduct Pay has been granted to the undernamed
as stated :
Granted 2d. Ptes. L. Elphick, J. Sparshott, W. Nelson.
Granted id.
Ptes. J. Miller, C. Cramp, J. Dewing,
G. Mitchell.
Restored id. Ptes. T. Machin, E. Peachey, J. Gore, T
Jeffrey, S. Simmons.

2nd

BATTALION

CORRESPONDENCE.

-----------O----------D ear M r . E ditor ,—

One warrant officer is at head-quarters, with 29 sergeants,
The first of July saw a change of companies cariied out at
11 drummers, 27 corporals, and 545 privates, not including Kilbride, where the musketry training of battalions in Dub
3 sergeants, a drummer, 3 corporals, and 42 privates sick. lin is carried out. The four companies which went out on
Cherat claims a warrant officer, 6 sergeants, 3 drummers, 9 June 23rd, returned here on July 1st. They were favoured by
corporals, and 248 privates, where are also the married families. < excellent weather, and having two four-section ranges to them
Then at Thobba there are two sergeants, a drummer, and 36 selves, they performed their annual course without any delay
privates, with a corporal and a private attached to the and successfully.
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The remaining four companies, viz. : “ G ” Company, Major
Morse ; “ D ” Company, Captain Fanshawe ; “ B ” Company,
Captain Burt, and “ F ” Company, Captain Martyn, did not
have such fine weather, and were delayed a couple of daysBut their shooting was very good, and that of “ D ” Company
extraordinarily good, for they now have an average of marks
men. Of course every company’s figure of merit is liable to be
altered according to how their casuals shoot.
So far the shooting of the Battalion is still better by about
nine points than it was last year.
A busy time professionally and socially is imminent. On
August 6th we go to Kilbride, where Battalion field filing or
rather Brigade field firing will be carried out. On August 9th
we are due at Dunlavin and commence a week’s manoeuvres.
The Dublin Brigade, viz., Oxfordshire Light Infantry, Durham
Light Infantry, Rifle Brigade, and ourselves, will form one of
the brigades in the division commanded by Major-General
Lord Frankfort. The manoeuvres will be consecutive, each
days operations depending as far as possible on the tactical
results of the previous day. There will be no standing camps,
and troops will be equipped and provided with sufficient trans
port to make them mobile.
The force opposed to us will be under the command of MajorGeneral Boyce Combe, C.B., commanding Curragh District.
The director of manoeuvres will be Field-Marshal Lord
Roberts, V.C., etc.
The endeavour is now being made to gradually train the
men in marching, and Brigade Field Days take place in march
ing order twice a week.
The visit of the Duke of York is to be in semi-official state,
and eight battalions will line the streets on the day he arrives
in Dublin. This will necessitate troops being brought to
Dublin.
Two battalions are to receive new colours from the Duchess
of York—the Royal Fusiliers and the Yorkshire Light Infantry.
If the day is fine this should be a pretty sight, and a much
bigger review is likely to be held at the Phcenix Park than has
taken place there for a long time.
Garrison Cricket has been handicapped as usual by the
difficulty from one cause and another of the best men not being
available to play. This last week the battalion was badly
beaten by the Durham Light Infantry ; both our bowlers were
prevented from bowling, and one of them, Captain Marshall,
was away on leave, thus considerably reducing our batting
strength as well.
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Against the Army Service Corps, who this season beat the
Durham s we managed to win, thanks to Captain Martyn and
Sergeant Bass.
The Horse Show promises to be a great event this next
month. We hope then to see Colonel Brock, Captains Style
and Hotham, and several others. The weather will have a
good deal to say to the success or otherwise of Manoeuvres,
Reviews and the Horse Show.
Yours, etc ,
2nd B

a tt a l io n

Correspondent.

2nd BATTALION INTELLIGENCE.
---------- o----------The undermentioned have been granted Good Conduct Pay
as stated :
Granted qd. Pte. W. Dawson.
Granted id. Lance-Corporal E. Boxall, Ptes. T. King,
J. Nudd, H. Barton, J. Maloney, Boy A. Johnson.
Boy E. G. Ransome, attested at Ipswich for the 1st Battalion,
has joined.
Second-Lieut. Bonham-Carter has been granted a certificate
as Battalion Instructor in Range Finding.
Sergt. E. Cavalier has been discharged to pension.
Boy E. Sankey, attested at London for the 1st Battalion,
has joined.
Pte. E. J. Purnell has claimed his discharge on payment
of £10.
Silver medals for Long Service and Good Conduct have
been awarded Corpls. C. A. Semmence and J. W. Hapted.
Ptes. E. Gould, P. Kevan, and F. Walker, have been
appointed Provisional Lance-Corporals.
Pte. G. Outred, R.M.L.I., has joined on transfer.
Fieldworks certificates have been gained by Corporal W.
McVicar and Lance-Corporal E. Court.
Pte. J. Loft has been discharged medically unfit.
Pte. J. Payne has gone on probation to the Military Foot
Police.
Ptes. A. March and A. Tookey are undergoing a course of
cold shoeing.

1278

THE QUEEN’S OWN GAZETTE

DEPOT INTELLIGENCE.
---------- 0----------The undermentioned proceeded to Dublin, on 7th July, to
join the home Battalion : Privates F. Galpin, F. Bing, J.
Goldsmith, G. Stringer, W. Kite, P. Fabin, F. C. Sandell,
E. Clarke, T. Mattlin, V. Bench, J. Lill, F. Pearce, C. Tookey,
L. Kemp, J. Walker, P. W. Sanger, W. Aubry, E. Male.

DEPOT CRICKET.
During the past month, out of 8 matches that have been
played, 5 have been won, and 3 lost, so that we may feel
fairly proud of ourselves.
On June 26th East Farleigh paid us a visit and defeated us,
a result which was chiefly due to the splendid way in which
we ran each other out. The scores were, East Farleigh 113,
Depot 76, after which we will pass on to the next match.

On July 21st we played a newly-formed club called “ The
Rose and the Thistle," and proved rather too strong, the match
being a most one-sided affair. The Depot amassed the big
score of 218 for five wickets, and then declared their innings
(Lieut. Druce 101, Sergt. Dr. Gee 54, and Lieut. Grant 44 not
out, being the chief contributors). The Rose and the Thistle
were then disposed ot twice for 45 and 36. Colour-Sergeant
McRedmond took 4 wickets for 20 in the first innings, and
Lieut.-Grant 5 wickets for 25. In the second innings Corporal
Knight took b wickets for 11 runs, and Lance-Corporal Reeves
3 wickets for 14 runs.
A good match against Turkey Mill, on July 24th, ended in
our favour by 46 runs, the Depot scoring 148 (Corp. Hazlett
37, Lieut. Grant 31, Sergt. Dr. Gee 21), and Turkey Mill 102,
Corporal Knight having the splendid analysis of 5 wickets
for 19 runs.

MILITIA TRAINING, 1897.
On the following Saturday we drove over to Sutton Valence
to play the School, where we were very hospitably entertained
by Dr. Bennett. Losing the toss, the School went in and made
59 which low score was chiefly due to the effective bowling of
Lance-Corporal Colyer, who took 6 wickets for 16 runs. We
totalled 75 for 8 wickets, to which the chief contributors were,
Lieut. Druce 23, Capt. Rowe 13, and Colour.-Sergt.
McRedmond 12.
The return match against St. Philips was disastrous for the
Depot. The Depot scored 56, of which Dr. Pendry made 18,
and was the only one to get into double figures, St. Philip’s
replying with 128.
On July 7th, in the return match with the Medical Staff,
Chatham, the Depot were beaten after a most exciting match
by 1 run. The Depot scored 53, of which 27 were made by
Sergt. Dr. Gee, and the Medical Staff 54. Lieut. Grant took
six wickets for 20 runs, and Lance-Corporal Colyer 3 for 10.
Against Hayle Place we avenged our former defeat, winning
easily by 48 runs. The Depot batted first and compiled 137
(Sergt. Dr. Gee 5! and Lieut. Druce 32), Hayle Place scoring
89. Lance-Corporal Colyer again bowled well, taking 5
wickets for 40 runs.
A narrow win of five runs was the result of the match on
17th July against Maidstone Working Men’s Club. The Depot
scored 78 (Lieut. Grant 22, Dr. Askew 20, and Sergt. Dr. Gee
18), and our opponents 73, Colour-Sergeant McRedmond
taking 5 wickets for 29 runs.

--------o-------Many were the points of difference between the training of
1897 and those of previous years. To begin with, as previously
announced in these columns, we did our musketry at
Gravesend, to which delightful pleasure resort, our recruits and
advance party, 200 strong, under the command of Lieutenants
Edwards and Grant, proceeded on 22nd May. Their shooting
showed an improvement of nine or ten points on last year’s
return ; this was probably due to cordite being used instead of
black powder, and amid the many temptations of Gravesend
their characters stood firm, and there was absolutely no ciime,
a record to be proud of. On Saturday, 29'h June, this party
proceeded to Lodge Hill, Chattenden, and in spite of an un
lucky deluge of rain, worked hard at pitching the battalion
camp, so that on Monday all was found in order on arrival of
the headquarters.
The battalion assembled at Maidstone about 600 strong, and
proceeded by train to Strood, whence the 3^ miles to Lodge
Hill seemed very long miles indeed. It is a fine open country
about Chattenden, not over-crowded with houses or inhabitants,
and were the sub-soil at Lodge Hill sand instead of clay, the
site would be quite admirable for a military camp. As it is,
however, after rain one carries perforce about 2olbs. of clay on
each foot, which is detrimental to accurate marching. There
are not many distractions in the way of amusement about |
Chattenden, but the men played cricket and quoits with great
vigour, and one Sunday the “ Soldier’s Welcome” tent was
struck by lightning.
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On Thursday the right half battalion marched to Gravesend
for musketry, being relieved in turn by the left half battalion.
In spite of the smokeless powder the shooting was no better than
j that of last year, which was disappointing ; but it must be said
that, owing to the large numbers and to the limited range
accommodation available, the companies did not have a fair
chance of doing themselves justice.

events. At night a very successful torchlight tattoo was given,
the band pluckily ‘ bucking up,’ after their long and fatiguing
day in town. On Wednesday 23rd, we marched to Wrotham,
and .on Thursday to Maidstone. The last two days were

Before leaving Chattenden two cricket matches were played,
the first, against the Hundred of Hoo, resulting in a draw ; the
second, against Captain Twiss’s eleven of the R.E., being very
much against us.

At Maidstone the battalion was encamped in the barrack
field, with two companies in the drill shed, and the officers had
their mess in the gymnasium.

I

On Saturday began the series of marches which were the
great feature of the training.

Accompanied by two trains drawn by steam sappers, water
carts, ambulance and other waggons, the battalion proceeded
to Meopham, and camp was pitched in a field near the church.
! Here we welcomed, and were welcomed by, Colonels Brock
and Grove, Sir James Ferguson, M.P., Mr. Arnold Foster, M.P.
i (who came down specially to see us), and nearly the whole of
j the neighbourhood. Luncheons, tea, dinners, in the officers’
| mess, and a special banquet on Sunday for the men, with a
j torchlight tattoo and fireworks in the evening, kept everyone
busy and cheery, and we may claim to have left a very good
I impression of the 3rd Royal West Kent behind us, to judge
i from the remarks we heard on all sides on Monday, when we
1 started for Seal, near Sevenoaks. Here we found a grand
| camping ground, in a field near Wildernesse, very kindly
1 placed at the disposal of the regiment by Lord Hillingdon.
| Very lucky we were to get it, too, as a much inferior site, near
j the public-spirited and hospitable town of Sevenoaks, had been
j somewhat curtly denied us at the last moment, after all
| arrangements had been made. However, it is an ill wind, &c.,
j and the inhabitants of Seal were free from churlishness, and
apparently appreciated us as much as we did them, for they
thronged the camp all day whilst we were there. Very early
| on the morning of the 22nd the Jubilee party, consisting of
| 8 officers and 212 non-commissonied officers and men, including
the band, left for town, where they gained for themselves and
their battalion much honour bv their steadiness on parade and
smartness. The 600 or so left behind fired a feu dc jote in
; honour ot the day, and competed vigorously in the sports
which were got up. These included a race for the villagers,
wrestling on horseback by the men of the R.E. attached, a
very amusing obstacle race, sack race, and about a dozen other

numerous.

On Friday we were inspected in the Mote Park, when
all went satisfactorily, the men turning out clean and drilling
well.. On Saturday the battalion was dismissed after a rather
trying, but very successful training.

■0

The following particulars of the Regimental Sports held a '
the 3rd Battalion Camp on 22nd June, at Seal, Sevenoaks, have !
been gleaned from the officials, the names of the winners are
we regret not to hand.
1st Event. 100 Yards Flat Race.—A good race, the winner i
just reaching home half-yard in front. Prizes 5s., 3s., and 2s.
2nd. Quarter-Mile Race.—There were about nine starters,
but the winner had an easy thing on, and secured the 7s. com
fortably ; second 5s., 3rd 3s.
3rd. Mounted Wrestling, 1 pair from each Company.— j
This caused much amusement, specially amongst the civilian
spectators. Prizes, 4'., 2s.
4th. Tent Pitching—Company teams.—This produced only
one team ; evidently the men had had enough tent pitching
lately. “ A ” Company sent a team and secured the prize
of 8s.
5th. Three-legged race.—Prizes, 6s., 4s., and 2s. A great
number of men entered for this, 20 pairs competing, and
necessitated heats being run, making it a prolonged item.
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6th. Veterans’ Race.— i yard start allowed for each year’s
service over 12. The start was’nt of much avail to the
veteran’s. Clr-Sergi. McRedmond 1st, and Sergt. McGregor
2nd, Sergt. Agar 3rd, taking the prizes of 5s,, 3s.. 2s.

From
“ THE SIKHS AND THE SIKH WARS,”
By Gen. Sir C. Gough, V.C., S.C.B., and Arthur D. Innes, M.A.
[ page

7th. Race for Non-Commissioned Officers, 150 yards.—
Prizes, 5s., 3 s., 2s.

133.]

“ The 50th, a regiment of Peninsular fame, maintained its !
noble record. At Moodkee there fell 6 officers and 129 men ; at

8th.
9th.
I easily.

I
I

Sack race.—Prizes, 4s., 3s., 2s., is.

at Ferozeshur, 6 officers, 113 Rank and File, out of a strength of

Officers’ race.—Lieut. J. H. Amesley won this rather

about 700 men. Although before Aliwal they were joined by
.
*
*.
a draft of 5 young officers and 90 men, they could not muster
j more than 494 for the battle, where they lost 10 officers and 68

10th. Obstacle race—This was the hardest race of all.
Hurdles, commissariat waggons, marquee curtains pegged down
close in rows, with mineral water bottles to open and contents
to be drunk in feverish haste, served to make up a hard task.
Prizes of 10s., 7s. 6d., and ;s. were well earned.
n th .

Consolation race.—Prizes 4s., 3s., 2s.

men killed and wounded ; while at Sowar there fell 197 of all
ranks, including 12 officers. Colonel Ryan, who commanded
the Regiment with great ability throughout the campaign, fell
dangerously wounded at Sowar, dying of his wound not long
after. Every one of the senior officers was disabled early in the
fight, the command of the Regiment devolving upon a subaltern,
Lieut. Wiley, and nearly half the men fell.

12th.

Wrestling on horseback by men of the R.E. attached.

j

The duties of referee were undertaken by Major L. BrockHcllinshead and Captain Edwards. Martyn and Sp. Coupland
were the judges.
The starters were Captain Wilson and
Sergt. McGregor.

To add to the

mournful roll, a terrible calamity overtook this same Regiment
shortly after its return from the campaign, the Barracks occupied
by them at Loodhiana being blown down in a violent storm on
the night of May 20th, 1846, when 80 men, women, and
children were killed and 135 seriously injured.

During the

campaign almost every officer was wounded, the total loss
________________________________________________________

VOLUNTEER

INTELLIGENCE.

amounting to 555 killed and wounded of all ranks.”
In connection with the foregoing, we are asked to again bring
to notice the case of Charles Farr, late private in the 30th

-- •

------- o-------We were startled by the news of the unfortunate circum
stance which occurred at head-quarters, Blackheath, on June
30th, when Acting Sergt.-Major Bradley ended his life by
shooting himself with a Martini Henry rifle.
'

No reason is assigned for the act.

,

Acting Sergt.-Major Bradley had served nearly 27 years, 17
of which were spent in the Rifle Brigade, and he had been
with the 2nd Volunteer Battalion since May, 1888.
Sergt.-Instr. M. Lalley has been appointed Acting Sergt.Major vice Bradley, deceased.

Regiment.

Our readers, many of whom kindly sent donations

for this fine old soldier, will doubtless remember the particulars
I of his case, which were given in the Queen's Own Gazette of
: September, 1896. The fund then raised amounted to

1is.,

all of which has now been spent. Farr, who is 80 years of age,
j is living with a married daughter, who is said to take great care
of him, but who cannot well afford him luxuries, which are
really necessities at his time of life. His pension is only 9d. a
day, supplemented by a small contribution from each of two
sons in the army.
The Editor, in his private capacity, now undertakes to give
10s. yearly towards a fund for Farr, and hopes that some other
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officers, past and present, will do the same. Such contributions
are not to be considered as charity, they are given for love of

century, left 100 surviving descendants.

the Regiment, and as such are doubly welcome to the recipient,

who many years ago was quartermaster in the 50th Regiment
stationed in Sydney.”

i who is devoted to his old corps.

Mrs. Stafford, who

was 73 years of age, was a relict of the late William Stafford,

The above is a cutting from the “ Sydney Morning Herald ”
of 2nd April, 1897.
We have before us a copy of the farewell order by Colonel
I

A. Goldsmid on giving up the command of the 41st Regimental
District on appointment as A.A.G. of the Thames District,
and not the least interesting item is the reference to the
establishing of a Veteran’s Fund for the relief of deserving and
necessitous veterans of the 41st Regimental District which

! amounts to .£300.

I think Wm. Stafford may have been qtr.-master-Sergeant, i
not quartermaster as above stated. Perhaps that could be
verified from' old Records in possession of the Depot at
Maidstone.
WM.

GEDDES,
Late 50th Regiment.
------' I

“ PORE OLE JOE.”
SOLDIERS’ EMPLOYMENT ASSOCIATION.
--------0-------Names of men for whom permanent employment has been
found by the West Kent Branch Soldiers’ Employment Associa
tion, between 1st April and 6th July :
J. Balding, Royal West Kent, butler and valet.
VV. Cook, Royal West Kent, Postman at Edenbridge.
A. Phemster, 21st Hussars, attendant at a Private Asylum,
with Dr. Adams.
J. Boorman, Royal Artillery, ditto.
In addition to the above, several temporary situations have
been got for men on the list of the Association. It is with very
great pleasure, that we announce that owing to the highly satis

Well, boys, as ye’ev axed me to tell ye’ something fresh
I ’ll tell ye’ about my pore ole brother Joe.
Pore ole Joe served twenty-nine years in the Army, and 1
0’ lor ’ed make you feel queer at some o’ the yarns ’ed tell ; ’e
went all thro’ the “ Gipshun War” and the “ Soodan War,” I
and a lot o’ more wars, and he got thro’ the lot o’ ’em horlright,
and, instead 0’ getting killed, ’e made a tidyish bit in all them
wars; in fact, I think I might say as.’ow ’e made a small I
fortune, and besides ’e wor all’us on some hextra job a’ makin
overtime, for ’e wor a real good sort, so that’s ’ow ’e make his
fortune in the Army—but what sootid ’em best wor the heat.
If it ’ad’nt been for the ’ot climates ’e wor in ’e would’n ha’
been able to ha’ done so much time—as for cold, will I never
know’d a man as felt the cold so much as pore ole Joe. I ca’nt
mind the name o’ some place as Joe liked best and sootid ’m

factory way in which the first men sent to Dr. Adam s Asylum

better ’n any ’ed ever been in—it wor on some line, I think ’e

did their work, not only have they been retained, some of them

called it the equil-nog-shil line. When ’e wor tellin us about
this place ’e used to say as how they used to toast their rootie

at an advance of wages, but others have repeatedly been applied
for and sent from this branch of the S.E. Association, and these
latter are also doing well.

in the sun—y’er knows what rootie is, I suppose ; well, that’s I
what they say for bread in the Army, and you’d only to break
a couple o’ eggs into a canteen kiverjand lay ’em outside in the
sun and they’d be beautifully poached in a few minutes,—and

“ Mrs. Elizabeth Stafford, who died this week at American
Creek, Mount Kembla, after a residence there of about half a

they used to cut the meat up in steaks, and put ’em on the
stones in the sun and they used to be nicely baked.

j
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“ What about the ’awks and crows,” did you say ?

After some pause with Tim pulling hard at his pipe, and
during which the proverbial pin could be heard drop ? came

A h! there wor no ’awks and crows in this part—’awks and

the query.

crows could’n live in this olace on account of the heat.
Well, arter Joe ha’ done ’is time in the Army, 'e come
’ome—I
up—it

remember it well—it wor in June

’e turned

wor that year we ’ad such a warm summer.

Well, Tim, and what become of poor old Joe then ;
Tim took his pipe out of his mouth, spat into the fire, took
up his pot and finding it empty, looked anxiously at his
audience and said, “ Just tetch that ’ere bell, will yer. Bob.”

leestwise we thought it was warm, but ye’ should ha’
seen pore ole Joe ; ’e wor all’us cold—’e all'us wore
a big thick overcoat and wor a mass of flannel besides, and ’e
wor all’us over the fire a’ warmin hisself, and ’e ’ad hextra
| blankits on ’is bed o’ nights and ’e could’n get warm enough ;
but when the winter come on, o’ lor, ’e wor horful ; the
1 wibrashuns from ’s teeth a’ chatterin wor enough to make our
ole cottage unsafe, ’e used to shake it so.
Well, at last pore ole Joe got 'real bad, and ’ad to keep to
’s bed.
1

Sez ’e to me one day, “ Tim I wants yer to make me a
promise, will ye’ do it if I ax’ yer ? ”

1
I will, says I.
“ Well,” sez ’e, “ when I peg out, Tim, I wants yer to ’ave
me cremated—I wants to ave a good warm up afore I goes—

J.S.

.....

.

.

Well, boys, Joe was right—’e fruzz right up in the night.
We ’ad ’im cremated. Pore ole Joe wor packed in a big iron
I

box and shoved into a furnace and made red ’ot. I thought I ’d
wait till the darned thing come out again, to see what wor left

i o’ pore ole Joe.
When the chaps as wor conductin the hoperashun took ’orf
the kiver, s’elp me bob if Joe didn’t lift up ’is bloomin ’ead and
shout out, “ What th’, ” “ Who th’ haitch—-— ’as taken orf
that kiver and let the cold hair into me and just as I wor gettin
nice and comfortable, too. Now I’ll ketch me death o’ cold
agin.”

|

We have much pleasure in awarding the prize of 5s. to J. IS. j
for the story of “ Pore ole Joe.”
----- - -■ ■-------- ------------

---- -----------------------------------------------

BIRTHS.
In India, on 1 4 th May, the wife of Sergt. J. Newbould
of a son.
At Maidstone, on 1 5 th May, the wite of Pte. Wright,
Depot, of a daughter.
DEATHS.
At Cherat, India, 6th June, No. 1 4 5 9 , Colour-Sergt.
J. George, 1st Battalion.
At Cherat, India, 11th June, No- 4 2 9 3 , Pte. T. Poulter,
1 st Battalion.
At Peshawar, India, 2 5 th June, No. 4 1 7 8 , Pte. A
Chapman, 1 st Battalion.
At Peshawar, India, 3 0 th June, No. 4 4 2 9 , Pte. J.
Evans, 1st Battalion.
At Blackheath, on 3 0 th June, Acting Sergt.-Major
W. Bradley, 2 nd Volunteer Battalion, Blackheath.

you know.”
So I promised 'im faithfully that I would.

1
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PROMOTI ONS AND APPOI NTMENTS.
IJjegsimctttal CSajette.

2nd BATTALIO N.

Second-Lieutenant C. Druceto be Lieutenant vice Lieutenant
Stewart to Indian Staff Corps, dated 4th April, 1897.
Appointed Lance-Sergeants.
Corporals W. Green, E.
Hickmott, 24th July.
Appointed Lance-Corporals. Ptes. E. Goulds, P. Kevan,
10th June ; J. Jenner, R. Thorne, 13th July.
DEPOT.

Lance-Corporal W. Colyer, promoted Corporal 4th August.

'fhe JUtnual JLgimtnbtl Jpirater,
(1
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31st.

1st BATTALION NEWS.

Our readers will have seen what has from time to time
appeared in the daily papers concerning the Battalion's move
ments, although lately the papers have not given us much
information regarding them.
According to what we can gather from the papers, the 1st
Battalion left Peshawar at the end of July, and formed part of
the 1st Brigade, with the 24th, 31st, and 45th Bengal Infantry,
under the command of Colonel Meiklejohn. They then pro
ceeded by train to Nowshera, thence by march, passing
Mardan, (the frontier station), on 1st August, and crossing- the
Malakand Pass, encamped with the remainder of the 1st
Brigade at Amandara in the Lower Swat Valley on the 5th,
! where they remained till the 15th, when they left with the 1st
Brigade, under the command of General Sir Bindon Blocd,
for the Upper Swat Valley. In the action at Landikai, against
the Bonerwals, on the 17th, the Battalion is reported to have
taken a prominent part.
On the 22nd they encamped at Mingaora, one of the chief
towns of the Upper Swat Valley.
In our next number we shall no doubt be able to give a full
account of their doings, but at present we can only record what
\?e have been able to scrape together from the daily papers.
We wish our comrades in the 1st Battalion the very best of
good luck, and a safe return to Peshawar when the campaign
is over, and may they return, to quote the words of our 2nd
Battalion correspondent, “ covered with glory.”
We regret to record the deaths of No. 3097 Sergeant J.
Tollman, and No. 4168 Pte. W. Cooper, reported from the War
Office as having died on active service in India.

2nd BATTALION

CORRESPONDENCE.

--------0--------

-----------o----- ----We could hardly expect to receive a budget of news from
our 1st Battalion Correspondent for this month’s number, con
sidering the busy time the Battalion has been passing through
' during the past month.

[Vol. XV., N o. 9 .

D ear M r . E ditor,

I duly received your wire telling me you “ are very short of
Gazette copy, none from 1st. Battalion, so please send much as
possible.” I will try and comply ; and I have therefore allowed
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myself a couple of days extra so that the Horse Show week and ! we belonged. It consisted of the 9th (Dublin) Brigade, and
the Royal Visit may be over before I write. Dublin I should say the 10th (Curragh) Brigade, and Divisional Troops ; and thi >
i had been seen to greater advantage during tire last few days —the 5th Division—was commanded by Major-Gener il Viscount
than during the memory of the oldest inhabitant. I will tell you Frankfort. The Northern Force, though stronger in cavalry,
of some of the various events that have taken place, but many was much weaker in Infantry. General Boyce Combe, C B.
! of them can hardly be of much interest to the majority of your who was in command, had only four Battalions of Infantry
j readers. From our point of view the one drawback has been under him.
that those of the 1st. Battalion on leave in England this
The general idea for the operations was as follows : “ An
| Summer could not pay us their promised visit. We had
invading force has landed at Waterford. A portion of it, re
looked forward much tp seeing them and had hoped to have
presented by the 5th Division, has moved through hostile
| made their visit one they might really enjoy. As it is, the only
country on Dublin, where a mixed Brigade has been formed to
: thing that will in any way make up for our disappointment will
oppose its advance. Reinforcements for this Brigade are ex'
j be to find that they have re-joined in India in time to cover
pected from Belfast.in a few days” There were no standing
i themselves with glory. And now to hark back to the
camps, and the force was made as'mobile as possible. After
■ beginning of August and relate what has occurred since I last
the first day’s operations we returned to our camp at Dunlavin,
| wrote to you.
but each night afterwards we encamped at a different place.
Manoeuvres were then about to take place, and now they are The marching powers of the Dublin Brigade compared most
favourably with that of any other Brigade, and showed a very
j a thing of the past.
great improvement on the results attained ac last year’s
Just as we did last year, we first went to Kilbride in the manoeuvres. This year, too, every day’s work was in marching
"Wicklow Mountains. There three of the Battalions of the 9th order. But the experience gained last year proved very
— the Dublin — Brigade carried out their Field Firing.
valuable, and the training of the men has this year been carried
out
systematically.
The march from Dublin was an easier one than last year, for
we encamped at Brittas some four miles nearer Dublin. The
Durham Light Infantry and Rifle Brigade also encamped there
and the next morning we marched to Kilbride, field fired, and
i then proceeded on to Blessington, where we stayed over Sunday.
;

In the scheme for our field firing the Battalion formed the ad
vanced guard ; with the result that it fell to our lot only to fire
long range volleys, under varying circumstances, in three stages.
In the published remarks of the chief umpiie the following
! appears :—
•

Stage II.—“ It is noticeable that the percentage of figures
| hit to the rounds fired, in the firing line, was two, and in the
supports was four.”
Stage III.—“ The results of this practice show the great effects
! which can be obtained under favourable circumstances from
: ong range volleys.”
Under heading “ Comments on the whole ” we learn that
“ the results were undoubtedly good.”
Having rested Sunday at Blessington, where the Oxford
s’.ire Light Infantry joined the Brigade, the four Battalions on
| Monday proceeded to Dunlavin.
The manoeuvres were to commence the next day—Tuesday—
and end on the following Saturday. The troops engaged were
divided into a Northern and a Southern Force. To the latter

It was so arranged that every man should, during July,
march twice a week in marching order.
During the last four
days of the manoeuvres only one man in the Battalion fell out.
Not only did all ranks march well, but when called upon to go
across country and manoeuvre or fight, the keenness and intelli
gence shown were most praiseworthy. The Battalion was not
quite up to the strength laid down, viz., 500, and to make up
the number we did muster, recruits, who were barely dismissed
drill, had to be taken. The result was most satisfactory, and
reflected great credit on these young soldiers. A little judicious
training and lots of esprit dc corps work-wonders. I will con
clude my account of the manoeuvres by one or two extracts from
the published remarks of Lord Roberts, which will prove, I
think, of interest to many :—
l' The keenness displayed throughout, in spite of somewhat
long and trying marches, has been most gratifying.
The ob
ject of these peace manoeuvres is to prepare us for war, by
giving those of us who have never been on service some idea of
what campaigning is like, and enabling those who may have
already taken part in the realities of a soldier’s life, to become
more efficient themselves, and therefore more competent to
impart some of their knowledge to those under their command.
The most experienced of us have, I hope, learnt something fro n
the practical lessons of the past few days. I certainly have,
and my regret is that the manoeuvres have come to an end.
............................There has not been a hitch, and eveiything

THE QUEENS OWN GAZETTE
has gone on smoothly and well, both from a civil and military
point of view. No inconvenience has, I trust, been caused to
the people of the country through which we have passed, and
I I am proud to say there has not been a single complaint against
i the soldiers. The conduct of all has been most exemplary.”
A review of the troops in Dublin and those who had been at
the manoeuvres, took place on the Tuesday after our return to
Quarters. The day was fine, except for an occasional shower,
but the wind was very high, which was naturally a great draw
back. Thiiteen Battalions of Infantry, two Cavalry Regiments,
and a squadron of another regiment, two Batteries of Horse and
three of Field Artillery, a Field Company of Royal Engineers
Companies of Army Service Corps, &c , &c., were reviewid by
Lord Roberts.
The following day the troops lined the streets on the occasion
of the arrival in Dublin of their Royal Highnesses the Duke
and Duchess cfYork.
The Battalion furnished a Guard of Honour at Kingstown,
under Captain Fanshawe.
The inauguration of the Duke of York and of Lord Roberts
as Knights of St. Patrick, Leopardstown Races, the Hois
Show, presentation of Colours to the Royal Fusiliers, EaH
Yorkshire Regiment, and Yorkshire Light Infantry by the
Duchess of York, a ball at the Vice Regal Lodge, a ball at the
Royal Hospital, and a garden party at the Lodge, where the
Battalion again furnished a Guard of Honour—this time under
Captain Moody—made up a programme which very fully filled
up the ten-days which the Royal visitors spent in Dublin.
Probably no man living has seen Dublin so profusely decorated,
so gay, or so full of troops, or of visitors, as during the past
tortnight. The Buffs were opposed to us during the
manoeuvres, but as they were afterwards encamped in the
Phoenix Park for a few days, it gave us the opportunity, of
which we gladly availed ourselves, of seeing them in our
Barracks.
Colonels Armstrong and Alderson and Captain Burbury
have been here during the Horse Show week ; and other visitors
also we have had the pleasure of entertaining. We heartily
congratulate Lieut.-Colonel Alderson on his appointment as
D.A.A.G., and to command the Mounted IaLntry at Aldershot,
a post for which all his Mounted Infantry experience so
pre-eminently fits him. A party of recruits to the Curragh,
and of Casuals to Kilbride, will probably prove to be the last
of the Battalion to be trained in musketry this year. We
hope they will do as well as, if not better than, previous parties
this year have done.
Yours, etc ,
2N D B

a t t a l io n
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2nd BATTALION INTELLIGENCE.
----- -—o-------Capt. G. Marshall has gone to the School of Musketry
Hythe, for a course of instruc'ion.
Good Conduct Pay as under has been granted to those
named.
Granted 6d. Pte. R. Shearman.
Granted qd.

Lance-Corporal G. Skinner.

Granted 3d. Pte. J. Ball.
Granted 2d.

Pte. J. Clarke.

Granted id. Lance-Corpl. J. Penny, Ptes. J. Vigar, J.
Newman, J. Cockburn, H. Russell, G. Runnicks, J. Clarke,
A. Elms, W. Brome, A. White.
Restored id. Ptes. C. Broughton, E. Bingham, A. Sanson,
H. Tiff, W. Cullender.
Drummer G. E. Gunningham has re-engaged to complete a
total service of 21 years.
Corporal T. Fox has taken his discharge to Pension.
Col.-Sergt. W. Mills has been posted to the 2nd Volunteer
Battalion at Blackheath for duty.
Pte. A. Smith has been transferred to the East - Kent Regt.
at Kilkenny, to serve with an elder brother.
P;e. E. McCoy has been passed to the rst Class Army
Reserve.
Lance-Sergt. J. Peaison has been discharged “ Free after
12 years’ service.”

DEPOT JOTTINGS.
[By an old Correspondent]
The month of August has passed away without any parti
cularly exciting events to chronicle in the pages of the Q.O.G.
The Depot annual course of musketry began on July 14th,
when A and C Companies proceeded to Gravesend under the
command of Captain Roive and Lieut. Druce respectively.
They were favoured with good weather, but the Musketry Depot
was then very full, and consequently the time they required on
the range was sometimes rathtr curtailed. The shooting, how
ever, was good, A Company (strength 13 all ranks), making a
figure of merit of 137 points in indi\idnal, and 36 points in
field practices, having four marksmen, six first class, and
three second class shots ; while C Company (strength, 15 all
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ranks), made a figure of merit of 133 points in individual, and
42 in field practices, having four marksmen, eight first class,
and five second class shots.

wickets. Want of space prevents mention being made of the
others who have done good service in their respective ways.

The men have been fully appreciating the weekly bathing at
D. and B. Companies proceeded to Gravesend on July 26th, the Swimming Baths, which gives those who cannot swim an
under the command of Major Daniell and Lieut. Molony excellent opportunity to learn.
respectively, and this half Depot were equally fortunate as
regards good weather for shooting. They also had the
The Philadelphians visited Maidstone towards the end of
advantage of the camp being less full, and consequently were July, and played a three days match v. Kent, at the Mote.
able to have as much range accommodation as they wanted. The match was finished at about four o’clock on the third day.
Their shooting was also good, B Company (strength, 14 all Kent winning by an innings and 30 runs. On the first two
ranks), making a figure of merit of 137 points in individual, afternoons of the match the Officers of the Depot had a tent on
and 54 in field practices, having three marksmen, nine first the ground, in which tea and other refreshments were provided,
class, and two second class shots ; while D Company (strength, and which we hope was appreciated by all who honored us
14 all ranks), made a figure of merit of 140 points in individual, with their company.
and 37 in field practices, having five marksmen, seven first
The St. Paul’s Boys’ Brigade was inspected on the Barrack
class, and two second class shots. D Company was thus the
“ best shooting Company ” and Sergeant Outten carried off the field, on the afternoon of July 23rd, by Colonel W. H.
Bayly. The boys mustered about 240 strong, and were played
honour of being the “ best shot of the Depot,’’ with 185 points
Private Hill being “ 2nd best shot,” with 178 points. The to the field by part of the band of the rst Volunteer Battalion.
figure of merit of the Depot (strength, 38 all ranks), is After being inspected in line they marched past in column
136 points in individual, and 47 points in field practices. In and quarter column, and went through some movements in
all there are 16 marksmen, 30 first class shots, and 12 second battalion and company drill, etc., in a most creditable way.
class shots, and we are glad to be able to record that there | Their physical drill, too, was most excellently done. Addresses
’ to the boys were made by Colonel Bayly, Dr. Oliver (Mayor of
are no third class shots.
j Maidstone), Mr. Cornwallis, Sir F. beager Hunt, M.P., and the
The 4th Battalion East Surrey Regiment was out for its Rev. A. H. Powell (Vicar of St. Paul’s). The excellent way
annual training at Gravesend, while our two parties were there 1 in which the boys drilled reflects the greatest credit on Mr.
and occupied the permanent barracks, all detachments of the Groom, the schoolmaster, and on the other drill instructors.
regular troops being therefore under canvas in the large field The occasion was also used for the presentation of medals and
beyond the barracks.
prizes for regular attendance, etc.
The officers and staff sergeants of the Depot, and the staff j
The draft that left the Depot on 23rd August, to join the
sergeants of the permanent staff 3rd Battalion, fired their
1 home battalion, had the usual gymnastic competition a few
annual course of 24 rounds with the Webley pistol while the
days prior to their leaving the Depot, the prizes being keenly
companies were at Gravesend, with varying results, and for
contested. Sergeant J. Outten, who has been employed as
tunately with no casualties !
gymnastic instructor for the last year and a half, left with this
The annual inspection by Major-General Sir Charles Warren draft to join the home battalion, on completing three years
at the Depot. We would like to take this opportunity of
took place on 10th August, and passed off very satisfactorily.
referring to the excellent work he has done while so employed.
An account of our cricket for the past month is given in a No one could see him in the gymnasium without noticing his
separate article by our Depot Cricket Correspondent, and we keenness and zeal whichqhe invariably threw into his work ;
must congratulate our eleven on its various successes during and it was doubtless his painstaking energy as an instructor,
the summer, due in a great measure to the keenness they have j that caused the many squads of recruits that have passed
invariably shewn in all their matches. Lieut. Druce has, of through his hands, to enter so heartily into their gymnastic
course, been a tower of strength to the eleven, and he has been j and physical training, which forms so important a part of their
ably backed up by the other members of the team, in batting, instruction at the Depot.
bowling, and fielding. Sergt.-Dr. Gee has been a most con
Sergeant H. Riches, gymnastic staff, who has served in both
sistent bat, nearly always being certain for a few. He has the
enviable distinction of once making over 200. Of the bowlers, the rst and 2nd Battalions, and who has lately been in the
Corpl. Colyer has been the most successful, but Corpls. Askew gymnasium at Aldershot, has been appointed gymnastic
and Reeves have both worked hard and obtained a good many instructor at Maidstone.
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DEPOT CEICKET.
With only one more match to be played, the cricket season
may unfortunately be said to be nearly at an end. When we
come to total up our victories and our defeats, we hope and
think we shall be well on the right side.
On July 28th Mr. Brown’s XI. paid us a visit and were
! beaten by 24 runs on the rst innings. Mr. Brown’s XI. scored
17, Corpls. Minall and Colyer carrying everything before
them, the former taking five wickets for eight runs and the
latter four wickets for eight runs. The Depot responded with
41. Corpl. Minall (11) and Col.-Sergt. Murphy (10) being the
chief scorers.
For our next match we drove over to East Farleigh, where
we amply revenged our former defeat. The Depot on this
occasion had the welcome assistance of Major O. J. Daniell
who so seldom now makes an appearance in the cricket fieldThe Depot scored 104, a total which was much larger than at
one time appeared likely, and which was chiefly due to the
resolute hitting of Sergt. McGregor and Corpl. Hazlett who
each made 19. East Farleigh were then disposed of for 71
so that we won fairly easily by 33 runs.
Corporal Reeves
took four wickets for two runs. In the 2nd innings Sergt.Dr. Gee knocked up 39 in about ij^minutes.
On August 12th the Sergeants of the Depot played a match
against Bearsted, whom they defeated pretty easily. The
Sergeants totalled 62, of which Sergt. MacGregor made 34 not
out. Bearsted replied with 38.

j
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not at full strength, scored 65, but this score was completely put
into the shade by A and B Companies who made 288 for six
wickets, Sergt.-Dr. Gee claiming no fewer than 215 not out,
a really wonderful score !

The undernamed proceeded to Dublin on 23rd August,
to join the Home Battalion. Sergt. J. Outten, Corpl. J.
Hanlon, Lance-Corporal D. Leaver, Ptes. F. Wright, A.
Kennard, C. Sanger, A. Lewis, J. Austin, M. Fisher, P. Alma,
J. Webb, W. Benge, C. Wells, J. Little, C. Thompson.

EEGIMENTAL DINNEE.
---------- ,0---------The date fixed for the Regimental Dinner next year is Tues
day, June 21st. This is the Tuesday after Ascot Week, the
day cn which the Dinner has been held before, and on which
it would have been held this year, had it not been also the day
on which it was arranged to celebrate the Diamond Jubilee of
Her Majesty the Queen.
The Committee having consulted a number of members
consider that this is generally a convenient date, and trust it
may be found to be so next year.

ANNUAL CAMP OF THE 2 n d VOL. BATT.
THE QUEEN’S OWN (BOYAL WEST
KENT REGIMENT).

---------- 0----------The match v. Arkcoll and Co.’s XI. was the most exciting
match of the season. The Depot batted first and scored 90, chiefly
This Battalion went under canvas at Lodge Hill, Chattenden,
due to Sergt.-Dr. Gee who played a fine innings of 45, and | from the 31st of July to the 7th of August, the 3rd Batt.
Corpl. Hazlett 17. Our opponents replied with 89, and amid R.W. Kent Regiment having previously completed their
great excitement the Depot won by one run. W. Hubble, for month’s training on the same site, which is allotted to both
Arkcoll and Co., played a great innings of 53. Corpl. Reeves Battalions on mobilization. Colonel E. Satterthwaite was in
took three wickets for nine, Corpl. Minall 3 wickets for 13, and command, with Major Latter and Captain A. Wood-Martyn as
Sergt.-Dr. Gee three for 36.
Major and Adjutant respectively. Colonel Frigout was also
present part of the time.
On August 21st we played Maidstone and received a crushing
In consequence of the approaching retirement of Major
defeat. The Depot with great difficulty scraped together the
miserable total of 47, which Maidstone found no difficulty in Horton as Quarter-Master, Captain Clifford kindly gave us his
passing, and when stumps were drawn they had totalled 123 valuable services, and his excellent arrangements earned the
for nine wickets. The only excuse for our miserable per thanks of all ranks.
formance was our bad batting and indifferent bowling.
The Battalion arrived late on Saturday evening, and marched
Before closing these few notes on Depot cricket for the past from Strood to Lodge Hill, where wonders had been done by
month, mention must be made of a somewhat sensational score an advanced party of only 60 volunteers, under the command
ln Depot cricket. The match was A and B Companies v. C of Colonel Frigout and Lieut. Pembroke, all the camp equipand D Companies. C and D, who, it must be admitted, were ment and stores having been drawn and the camp pitched-

!
!
!
:
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The minor tactics of “ attack and defence” furnished an
interesting mrrning’s work on Friday, Major Lemon being in
command of a skeleton invading force.

The Battalion soon shook down for the night. On Sunday
morning, as Upnor Church could not hold the Battalion, the
C.O. read prayers at 10.30 a.m., and subsequently went round
dinners. Monday was devoted to Adjutant’s Drill at 6.30 a.m.;
Elementary Outposts at 10.30 a.m. ; and judging distance by
sight in the afternoon. The fact of having ample Government
ground ail around the camp rendered the work of instruction
easy and avoided the necessity of long marches for the men,
which was very fortunate, considering the continuous heat.
Tuesday’s morning drill was under the Adjutant, as usual, and,
at 10.30 parade, instruction in carrying tools, &c., was given
by Lieut. Matthews, R.E,, and six instructors from the S.M.E.
A long- line of shelter trench was commenced, and all ranks
took a great interest in this new departure. In the afternoon
the Sergt.-Major had the Battalion for “ firing exercises,” and
! fire discipline, while Colonel Satterthwaite pointed out to the
| officers the positions around, which would have to be occupied
, in the event of mobilization.
1

The Camp was struck early on Saturday morning, and the
equipment and stores loaded on to the waggons, drawn by
steam sappers, and then marched down to Strood and entrained
for home soon after noon.
The annual Camp of 1897, favoured by glorious weather,
may be said to have been a great success, save in the point of
numbers, which it is hoped may not happen again. All ranks
present displayed the most excellent discipline and spirit, which
earned the commendation of the G.O C. Thames district.

Thinking of our friends in the 1st Battalion in India, (to
whom, bye-the-bye, we wish every luck in their present cam
paign on the Indian Frontier), inspired the idea of a camp
fire, concert and military tattoo, which was arranged for Wed
nesday night the 4th inst.

Wednesday was the day fixed by the G.O.C. for the field day
with the Regular forces of the Garrison.

Colonel Fagan, R.M.L.I, commanded the attacking force,
The management was entrusted to Capt. B. H. Latter and
composed of the 1st Battalion, R.E., and the 2nd Royal Capt. T. Marchant.
Warwick Regiment, and Colonel E. Satterthwaite “ the
The site chosen for the fire was at the north end of the camp
defending force,” composed of the Royal Scots Fusiliers and
field
and all through thefintense heat of that afternoon the
our own Battalion. A very interesting fight, and a long
I men were busy carrying and dragging bavins of wood and
conference afterwards, were the results.
railway sleepers from the bottom of the neighbouring field;
A camp fire was held this evening, and, all ranks joining in,
this material having been very kindly placed at the disposalcf
made it a great success. The feature of the evening was a
' the Committee, for that purpose, by the R.E.
Tattoo by the Band and Bugles and Figure Marching with
1 torches by some of the Bromley Detachment, under Captain
The fire was lit punctually at 8 30 p.m., in the presence
Latter, ably assisted by Sergt.-Instructor Hardy. The thanks
of a large number of the men and of visitors from the locality,
of all were heartily given to Captains Latter and Marchant the band, at the same time, playing the National Anthem.—
and Sergt.-Major Lalley for the trouble they had taken to Sergt.-Major Lalley then called on the different performers
; arrange this entertainment at a very short notice.
for songs and recitations. The Brothers Gurling and Captain
More outpost duty, specially devoted to the “•Art of B. H. Latter and others assisted with songs in the course 01
Patrolling,” filled up the Thursday morning, when we also the evening, the choruses of which were promptly taken up by
received a visit from Colonel W. H. Bayly, commanding 50th the spectators.
Regimental District, who also inspected the Camp. In the
I afternoon a very energetic trio of Subalterns, viz. : Lieutenants
Hitchins, Pembroke, and Soames, with the assistance of Sergt.Major Lalley, got up some improvised sports. All post entries,
the events being so chosen that it gave the biggest man and
the smallest boy a chance of winning ; and so accurate was the
judgment of the committee that this is actually what did
happen. The efforts of the committee being well backed up
by the men, a most entertaining and enjoyable afternoon was
passed. In the evening the officers entertained General Sir
Charles Warren and his staff and several officers of the
Garrison at dinner, the table being laid for about 40.
[_________ _ ___________________________

j

At 10 p.m. the Bromley Detachment, under the supervision
of Capt. Latter, began a military torchlight tattoo, which W2S
very well carried out, the effect produced by the constantly
varying kaleidoscopic evolutions of the torches behind the
glowing fire being exceedingly pretty.
The finale of the
tattoo was made to synchronise with the bugle call of that
name which was sounded for the camp by the bugle band
assisting in the performance.
After the tattoo there were more songs, and then amid cheers
Col. Satterthwaite announced that there would be athletisports the following afternoon. “ God save the Queen’ wasthen
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sung, and after giving three cheers for the Colonel and other
officers the men returned to their tents. The battalion band,
under the direction of Bandmaster Church, continued to play
selections at intervals during the entire evening.
The whole entertainment will long be remembered by the
members of the battalion as one of the pleasantest which has
fallen to their lot while performing their duties as Volunteers

3rd YOL. BATE, ROYAL WEST KENT
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strength of the Regiment was about 800, which numbers were
not so large as at this time last year, the diminution being
principally accounted for by all non-attending men having
been struck off the rolls—men who, for the most part, might
appropriately be termed “ wasters,” and no good to any corps.
The Corps went into camp at Aldershot in August, 1896, and
were brigaded with the regulars for eight days, and although
they only mustered about 350 men, they were compli
mented by H.R.H. the Duke of Connaught.
At Easter
this year they went into Camp under canvas at Bisley, and
fired for the first time their classing with the new rifle. They
were very well off for officers. It was their endeavour by route
marches and tactical field days to make themselves acquainted
with the country, and they would go into Camp for a few days in the neighbourhood of St. Paul’s Cray. They had the
advantage of being a concentrated Battalion. .Nearly all the
men were engaged in the Arsenal, and it had been admitted by
competent authorities that if an enemy got within striking j
distance, the corps would be more useful in the field than at j
the lathe or vice (hear, hear). In conclusion, he expressed his
thanks to the ladies and gentlemen who had contributed to'
1 their prizes (applause).

The Sergeants of the above celebrated the anniversary of
I the Sergeants’ Mess by a drive out and high tea at the Railway
Hotel, West Wickham. The party, numbering upwards of
90, started from the Mess Room in brakes and proceeded by
way of Eltham, Bickley, Bromley and Hayes Common,
arriving at the Railway Hotel, West Wickham, at half-past
5 pm. After engaging in games at quoits, American bowls,
| &c., the company sat down to tea. A short concert followedi
Major-General Maurice then gave away the prizes.
I Sergt.-Major Dann opening with “ Soldiers of the Queen,’’
I after which the toast of the Queen was honoured.
The toast
At the close a hearty vote of thanks was passed to the
j of the Regiment was then proposed by Sergt.-Major Dann, to
General.
' which Col. C. D. Davies, V.D., responded, and said the
Regiment was in a goad condition, but to keep it so required
! some good woraers. He considered that the Sergeants of the
EMPLOYMENT OF SOLDIERS IN CIVIL
Corps were the backbone of it, and he should still rely on them
: to render all assistance that was nece*sary to keep the Regiment
LIFE.
j in the state of efficiency he was proud to say it now was
---------------- 0---------------I (applause). Col. Davies then proposed “ Prosperity to the
Many private employers of labour when asked to give work
Sergeants’ Mess,” to which Orderly Room Sergt. Molloy
to army reserve men decline to do so on the ground that so
| responded, remarking that the Officer Commanding could
few ex-soldiers are employed by Government. If Government
always rely on the support of the Sergeants. Several songs were
were to set the example, they say, we would follow it, but when
! given, followed by the National Anthem, and the return
not one man in fifty of the employees in public offices has
1journey was made after a most enjoyable day.
teen in the army, why should we put ourselves to incon
venience and create discontent among our own people by
giving work to men who are strangers to us and to them. It
The annual concert and prize distribution of the 3rd Vol. is to our interest to give our good billets to men who have
Batt., Royal West Kent Regim.nt, took place on July 29th, at served us, and not to men who have worked, however well, for
the Drill Hall, Bercsford-street, which was crowded with the the State.
members of the Corps and their friends.
An excellent
programme preceded and followed^the presentation of prizes,
Now it is very easy to say that this is selfishness, want of
which were given away by Major-General Maurice, C.B., patriotism, and so forth, but it is a very difficult argument to
Commanding Woolwich District. The bands of the meet! Charity (we use the word in its broadest sense), begins
Regiment rendered good musical service during the at home, and a civilian employer occupies identically the same
evening.
In the course of the proceedings, the position towards his workpeople as Government does towards
Commanding Officer, Col. Davies, gave a brief review of the the army. To each of these men of differing degrees of value
proceedings of the Battalion since last July. The enrolled apply for work—the useless man to be got rid of as soon as
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possible, the average worker, who receives his fair wage, but
who never establishes a claim for any special reward, and the
real hard working A i man of good character, whom it is de
sirable to attract and encourage by the certainty of a provision
for his future.
i

For it has never been suggested that work should be found
for all men who pass through the ranks, any more than
that a prize should be given to every man who runs
in a race. But to organize an athletic meeting with
out offering any prizes would not be the way to draw the best
competitors, and so it is in recruiting for the army. The prizes
offered by private employers are good billets that can only be
filled by men of proved character and usefulness, and to this
i category belong a fair percentage of the total number of men
| discharged from the army each year. It is urgently to be hoped
that ‘ the powers that be ’ will shortly see their way to offering
the prizes of places in the customs, in the various Government
offices, and as messengers, &c., to such men, and so without
expense to the nation, effecting at one stroke a generous re
cognition of merit and the cleverest recruiting advertisement
possible to conceive.
In conclusion, it is only right to say that the Post Office has
recently offered several places to Army Reserve men, though
the wages in most cases were small; and on this point we wish
to give most earnestly a word of advice to those readers of
The Queen's Own Gazette, who are about to complete their
colour service. Owing to recent improvements in the Postal
Department, letters are now delivered wherever addressed,
however far from local centres, and the number of carriers has
consequently been very largely increased. Naturally enough
the Post Office cannot afford to pay a “ living wage ” to each of
1 these extra men, and consequently a demand has arisen for
men who are willing to do three or four hours work a ciay for,
say ten shillings a week. The rest of the day being at their
own disposal, they can follow some other employment, as
shoemaker, joiner, shop assistant, perhaps, &c., and probably
double or treble their week’s pay thereby. And our advice is
this : let all men who register their names for employment on
! discharge, if offered one of these billets, accept it in spite of
i the low rate of pay. In nine cases out of ten they will get
other work before a month is up, and the handier and more
willing the man the better paid that work will be.
In at least four instances during the last few months the
writer has had to report that no men were available for posts of
this sort, the men whom he informed of the vacancies having
refused them on account of the apparently small wage, whilst
others, who might have been glad to do the work, had not
; registered their names with the Soldiers’ Employment Associaj tion on leaving the colours.

DOUBLE

ACROSTIC.

-----------0----------Here meet in friendly rivalry both east and west,
We know that all of each will do their very best
1— We find the pungent weed
Sometimes too strong, indeed.
2— Industrious as this, we well could spare it.
Black, red, and white, equally we fear it.
3— “ Charge, charge, ’tis too late to retreat ” ;
And be sure you keep time with your feet.
4— We speak of it, and take it, without water,
Good substitute (when mixed) for ale or porter.
5— Take it or leave it, yours the choice ;
In this no other can have any voice.
6— April showers
Bring forth May flowers.
7— If patience is not in your line,
This light, I fear, you wont untwine.
8— This lady’s school loves not John Bull, I think that’s plain ;
Because at times he’s thrashed the rest, and may do so again.
9— Stand up that I may knock you down •
It’s done without a tear or frown.
to—We sometimes get our food prepared this fashion,
But much prefer the usual fresh ration.
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PROMOTI ONS AND APPOI NTMENTS.

FOR

QUEEN

AND

COUNTRY.

----- o -----2nd BATTALIO N.
Promoted Corporal, Lance-Corporal M. Marr, 28th
September.
Appointed Lance-Corporals, Pte. A. Elm s, 14th A u gust;
Pte. W. Stewart, 30th August; Pte. J. Pocock and Pte. J.
Rose, 9th S eptem ber; Pte. W. Saunders, 10th Septem ber;
Pte. W- Dadd, 11th Septem ber; Pte.SS. Sm ith, 14th Sep
tember.
DEPOT.
Promoted Sergeant, Lance-Sergeant A. Allwright, 14th
October.
3rd BATTALIO N.
Eric Francis Hansburg, G entlem an, to be Second-Lieu
tenant 13th October, 1897.
Promoted Color-Sergeant, Sergt. Cousen, 3rd October.
2nd V O LU N TEER BATTALION.
Quartermaster (Major) J, B. Horton resigns his Com
mission.

REGIMENTAL DINNER.
The annual Regimental Dinner (1898) of the xst and 2nd
Battalions The Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment) will
take place at the Grand Hotel, on Tuesday, June 21st.
The date fixed for the Regimental Dinner is the Tuesday
after Ascot Week, the day on which the dinner has been held
before, and on which it would have been held this year had it
not been also the day on which it was arranged to celebrate the
Diamond Jubilee of Her Majesty the Queen.
The Committee having consulted a number of members con
sider that this is generally a convenient date, and trust it may
be found to be so next year.

>

It is with the deepest regret that we have to
record the death of 2nd Lieut. W. C. BrowneClayton, who was killed in action at Agrah, N.W.
Frontier, India, on 30th September, 1897. He was
gazetted to the Regiment on 29th May, 1895, and
thus had about two-and-a-half years’ service when
his career was cut short. A correspondent writes
“ Young Browne-Clayton is a great loss. lie and
a small party of C Company were rushing a sangar,
when he was shot through the body and fell, but
jumped up at once, saying, ‘ Come on, don’t mind
me, Volley firing ’—, when he fell dead.”
Surely, the most bitter grief must be lessened by
the thought of so noble a death ; the disregard for
self, and the one prevailing idea of duty before all,
show 2nd Lieutenant Browne-Clayton to have been
an honour to, and worthy of the traditions of The
Queen’s Own Regiment. With this, we offer our
most sincere sympathy to his relations in their
sorrow.
We deeply regret also to announce the deaths of
No. 3357 Private Francis Berry, No. 3998 Private
George Jonest and No. 3393 Private Thomas
Charles Hutson, who were killed in action on the
same occasion, and whose names swell the long roll
of those of The Queen’s Own who have lost their
lives in the service of their Queen and their
Country.
To their relatives also, we offer the consolation
that they died doing their duty, the noblest death
possible.
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BATTALION CORBESPONDENCE.
M alakand ,

September 19th, 1897.
Now that circumstances allow opportunity for writing,
perhaps it will be advisable to give some account of our doings
since we were first ordered to mobilise, especially as now we
have received orders to advance up to the Panjkora, with our
former companions, No. 7 European Mountain Battery. We
are being relieved here by the H.L.I., from Mardan. On July
27th the welcome order came for the Battalion to mobilise and
be ready to move up to the Malakand at once. Everything
went capitally, and in 24 hours we were ready to start, but
another order came ordering us to stand fast, and the 35th Sikhs
left Peshawar in our stead. But within two days the final order
came, and on the 31st July the Battalion left Peshawar by train
for Nowshera en route to the Malakand. Arriving at Nowshera
there was all the transport to be loaded and got off, and no rest
was possible here. As soon as everything was ready we started
off for our 16 mile march to Mardan, with the day already be
ginning to get warm. The first eight miles were accomplished
without any very extraordinary discomfort, but by that time the
sun was beating down as only an Indian hot weather sun in the
plains can do. The men had had no sleep during the night, and
very little food, besides being tired out with heavy fatigues all
through the previous day and night. All these combined
circumstances, together with the fact that during the whole hot
weather at Peshawar the men had been able to take cnly very
limited exercise, made us susceptible to the fierce sun then
beating down, and numbers of men fell out from its effects.
However, we struggled on, and reached Mardan between 2 and
3 in the afternoom Here we rested and were able to get a much
needed rest and meal. In the small hours of the morning we
left Mardan and started off, refreshed and rested, on our way to
our next halting place, Yalala, which lies in the Yusufzai plain,
about half-way between Mardan and Dargai Fort. This march
was 12 miles, but the heat again was intense, and the country
barren and dusty, which kept us on the road until 11 o’clock.
Yalala is about the most uninviting place it is possible to
imagine, a few broken-down huts on a dusty bare patch of
ground, by the side of the Tonga Road, etvoila tout. However,
by the help of E.P. tents, which we had with us, up to this
point we managed to make ourselves fairly comfortable, and had
a rest here of 36 hours. Then again on through the plain
we went for another 13 miles, arriving at Dargai, the Fort at the
foot of the Malakand Pass, for a rest of half-a-day.
On leaving Dargai, a seven miles' pull up hill brought us to the
Malakand, where we did not stop, having orders to push on
down into the Swat Valley to Amandara, about six miles from
Malakand Camp.

Arriving here on the 6th of August we were able to look
round a bit and pay attention to our comfort as far as possible.
During the march of 54 miles from Nowshera our casualties
were three men, who died of heat apoplexy, Sergt. Tolman
being amongst them. Our stay of 10 days in Amandara, while
the two Brigades were being concentrated there, was principally
remarkable for the number of times we got wet through. It
was not altogether an easy time there, as we had a number of
officers’ picquets to find. One night the news came that they
were going to attack us, and we were lying ready for them all
night ; but the enemy changed their minds ana left us alone.
This was the only excitement we had there. On the 16th the
order was given for the 1st Brigade to advance, and we moved
forward and made a camp close to the large village of Thana,
which is the place where the “ Mad Mullah’’ preached to the
Swatis, previous to the attack on the Malakand. Here a cavalry
reconnaissance went out, and reported the enemy in position
about three miles off, lining the heights at Landikai. On the
morning of the 17th we moved out before dawn and in an
hour’s time were in sight of them ; and a very fine sight it was
to see the hill-crests lined with men in dark blue and white
clothes and numbers of gay-coloured banners which they waved
defiantly. On getting nearer we could hear their bagpipes
playing inspiriting tunes. Their position was about
miles
long, and was definitely marked by the “ Sangars,” or stone
walls, which they had built ready for our reception. The 10th
Field Battery came into action on our left, and made splendid
practice at a large stone building, which was literally crammed
with banners. We had the opportunity of watching this battery
and the Mountain Battery shelling their position throughout
its length. Then we advanced on the left of the line, with the
24th and 31st P.I. on our right, and kept up a good fire all along
their front, but before we could close with them they had had
enough, and fled helter-skelter down from the heights on to the
plain on the far side, with the exception of small parties who
remained hidden behind the rocks, in many cases until we were
right over them, and then they would make a wild rush, some
times at a whole company, but of course they did not get very
far. When we reached the summit of the hill, they were
streaming over the plain and rushing down the hillside with
wonderful agility. With section volleys at these last, at about
300 yards, a lot were killed, but it is quite impossible to estimate
the number, as, if possible, they will always carry away their
dead and wounded. Many of them were shot simply because
they stayed behind and struggled on under the weight of a dead
body rather than save themselves. Down below, in the valley>
the enemy were hurrying away, and we watched with interest
to see if the Guides’ Cavalry would be in time to get amongst
them with their lances before they could reach their shelteiing
hills. They were a little too late, however, having been delayed
in getting round the base of the hill by some very broken
ground. We could also plainly see through our glasses the
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unfortunate incident which resulted in the deaths of Lieut. Zealand, Major Western, and Capts, Style, Lowe and Hotham,
Maclean (of the Guides) and Lieut. Greaves (of the Lancashire Lieuts. O’Dowda and Bush, these latter six having come out
Fusiliers), the latter of whom was messing with us. Then a post-haste from England to join us. On arriving at Bombay,
Mountain Battery and some Infantry in support moved after Colonel Brock, we regret very much to have to say, was unable
the retreating enemy, and completed their discomfiture by to proceed any further owing to illness. We all wish him a
shelling them out of some low hills in which they had taken a speedy and perfect recovery, and hope to see him commanding
refuge. This was the end of our first fight at Landakai. At us in the field before this business is over.
3 p.m. we reached our camping ground for the night, where we
Captain Mansfield has been invalided down and Lieut. Isacke
rested until the following morning, when our march up the
is
now
Quartermaster, and Lieut. Smith is Battalion Transport
valley was resumed. We proceeded about 20 miles further up
Officer.
Captain Hewett has obtained a Staff billet, being
the valley, burning- the villages as we went, and halting at
Chalagai for a night’s rest before finally marching into Mingaora, Brigade Signalling Officer to the First Brigade.
which was our destination. Here we remained for 5 days,
Enclosed are a postcard and a letter in original sent to Capt.
which were particularly uneventful, except one night when a
Lowe and Lieutenant Smith. The former is from the mother
“ sniper” came quite close up in the rocks and fired about six
of a Khitmagar, and the latter is from a baboo who was em- 1
shots into the camp ; he was evidently a marksman, as one of
ployed in Lieutenant Smith’s office when he was on famine
his shots was seen to strike the ground in the camp, which at
relief duty in Behad :—
100 yards is distinctly good. During our stay in Mingaora the
Swatis began tendering their submission, and brought in ! “ To Capt . L owe, E sq.
hundreds of curious guns and swords and quite a lot of Martini“ I say Master from you for my boy you kept my boy good
Henry rifles.
ness I am very poor man, and you give some cloths for my boy.
I am very hangry.
The village of Mingaora furnished us all with several very
“ Iam, sir,
good meals of chickens and pigeons and some excellent
“ Your most obedient servant,
vegetables. Indeed, all the way up the valley we found chickens
“ M other of N azeer K hanutgar .
and pigeons in the deserted villages. Our march down the
“
My
address
:—
valley again was most uneventful. We did the 37 miles be
“ E. J. M utton-B azar,
tween us and the Malakand in three marches, halting at
“ Meerut.”
Barikot and Thana on the way. We marched into the Crater
Camp at the Malakand on the 27th of August and took over the
•ostanding camp, just vacated by the Buffs, who were just moving
“ To T. P. C. Smith, Esq.,
off with the 2nd Brigade to have their turn. During the three
“ Lieutenant,
weeks that we have been here life has been most monotonous,
“ Peshawer.”
fatigues for road making and building camp defences, varied by
“ S ir ,—
occasional route marches to keep us in good trim, have been the
“ It is a very long time that I do not know anything about
order of the day. But the weather has been excellent, with very
little rain, but at times a trifle hot during the day. The your honor’s welfare. What a delightful and pleasant the time
was that your honor was my superior and I an inferior. When
battalion has been keeping, on the whole, wonderfully fit.
I look at the registers and orders, I find your honor’s favourite
Just one word as to the distribution of officers may not be name, and then remember your honor’s old kindness and
out of place here. On leaving Peshawar, and during the affections with eyes being full of tears.
march up to Amandara, there were present with the battalion :
“ My dear sir, do you believe or expect that I will forget your
—Major Evans, Capt. Dalison, Captain Hewett, Lieuts. Beres- honor up to the day of restoration ? Oh, no, no ! How it is
ford and Isacke, and 2nd Lieuts. Hope, Browne-Clayton, possible that I will forget such a kind and merciful officer
Muspratt, Leslie and Jackson. At Amandara we were further like you? When I remember your old affections my eyes rains
strengthened by Captains Pedley and Mansfield, and Lieuts. blood, the heart being pieces scatters in the valley, and the soul
Golding, Smith, Robinson, and Hastings, two officers from the fades. All the night and day I wish to see your honor once
Devon Regiment, and Capt. Marshall of the Sherwood
more.
Foresters—these latter three were attached to us for duty.
“ I always pray my Gcd, when he will do that magnificent
This was our state until we returned to the Malakand, where day that I will see your honor’s face, and will touch your
we were joined by Captain Venables, just back from New honor's honorable feet. May God bless you and please you
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with your family. This is the request from my God that he i tribesmen displayed remarkable courage, tactical skill and
1 marksmanship ; but though their complete punishment will
will keep you always safe and sound.
; entail loss, everyone here is anxious that it may be proceeded
“ More in the next. Please reply and reply soon.
with. The officers displayed great gallantry, most of the Royal
| West Kent having bullet holes in their clothes and helmets,
“ I have the honor to be, sir,
“ Your most affectionate servant,
and nearly all having strange escapes.”
“ (Signed) S yed J amil A hmed ,
Inayat K it a, 1st October.—“ The troops rest here to-day in
“ Officer in Charge.
camp. The funerals of the soldiers killed yesterday took place
“ P.S.—I am willing to get the reply and to know your honor’s : this morning. The bodies of Lieutenant-Colonel O’Bryen and
Second Lieutenant Browne-Clayton have been sent to Malakwelfare very soon.—S.J.A.
and for interment.’’
“ Dated, Selimpore Ghat, 24/8/97.
“ The want of more troops was severely felt yesterday ; three
“ P.O. Motipur,
additional battalions could have been fully employed ; and only
1 “ T.S. Ry., Dist. Muzufferpur.”
the great skill with which the Guides Cavalry on the left were
The envelope in which the above letter was enclosed is a
| handled checked the enemy’s advance from that direction,
curio. Here are inscriptions on the back and front of it :
i The 31st Punjab Infantry also suffered from having no battalion
[ front .]
on their right flank.”
“ T. P. C. Smith, Esq.,
The 1st Battalion, as well as the Buffs, remain near the
“ Lieutenant,
“ Camp white No. 50,
Malakand Pass during the operations of the Sirah expeditionary
“ Red-coat,
force.
“ Peshawer.”
[ back .]

“ T. P. C. Smith, Esq.,
“ Lieutenant,
“ White Man’s Camp No. 50,
“ Read Coat army,
“ Peshawer.”

1st BATTALION INTELLIGENCE.
-----------o----------Every reader of the Queen's Own Gazette will sympathize
; with Col. Brock, who was laid up when on his way out to join
his battalion, and who is still seriously ill at Bombay. The
fact of Col. Brock having been offered the command of a Bri
gade in the Tochi Force renders his case still harder.
We all wish him a speedy recovery, and join in hoping that
I he may yet be in time to take part in the operations on the
I Indian Frontier.
The following extracts, relative to the fighting on the Indian
Frontier, are taken from The Pioneer of India.
i

“ The Royal West Kent had now advanced in the centre
and the 31st Punjab Infantry on the right, and very severe
fighting ensued. The British Infantry cleared the village and
attacked the tribesmen in thesangars behind it. Second-Lieut tenant Clayton was killed by a volley at close range, and the
enemy at once charged, causing a temporary check ; but Major
Western advanced with Lieutenant Jackson and [one and a half
companies of the Royal West Kent, and drove back the enemy
j and captured the sangars at the point of the bayonet. The

The Mamunds own to a loss of sixty killed, and show no
inclination to follow up beyond the very difficult and broken
ground from which they had been driven in the morning. The
great drawback in all this work is the inevitable withdrawal
after each action, and great credit is due to General Jeffreys for
the able manner in which he handled his troops on this occa
sion. The wounded are doing well and the general health of
the troops is satisfactory.
The following is the complete list of casualties of the Royal
West
Kent Regiment in the action of 30th ultimo :—Killed :
1
Lieut. Browne-Clayton ; British officers wounded, Royal West !
Kent Regiment, severely Lieutenant Isacke, slightly Major
Western, Captains Style and Lowe and Second-Lieutenant
Jackson. British soldiers, Royal West Kent, killed : 3357 Pri
vate Berry, 3998 Private Jones, 3393 Private Hutson ; wounded
j
dangerously, 4202 Private D. Sullivan, 3350 Private H. Buckland, 3554 Private W. Edwards; severely 2625 Private K.
Bright, 1341 Sergeant J. Warner, 2932 Private A. Meagher,
' 4092 Private J. Jipps ; slightly 4140 Private H. Latter, 3471
Private C. Gad, 2613 Private F. Gregory, 3434 Private G.
Herrin, 2777 Private W. Scudder, 13 20 Private J. Hills, 4303 Pri
vate E. Jarvis, 4179 Private H. Brooker, 4004 Private G. Everest,
3114 Private T. Crampton, 4720 Private C. King, 3346 Private
F. Evans, and 3545 Private D. Morgan.
--------0-------With reference to the march of the 1st Battalion to the
front and the action at Landikai, an officer writes :—
“ It was a hard time for all. The heat at that time was very

THE QUEEN’S OWN GAZETTE.

1303

I great, but one forgot it as soon as one began to sweat properly. the following appears and may add to other information which
you will doubtless be publishing :—
The march from Nowshera was too depressing for words ; to
; see the dreadful way the sun knocked the men over, and the
“ Last Thursday we took part in a fight. We marched some
: whole thing owing to not keeping the proper amount of trans
seven
or eight miles to burn a village called Agrah. We found
port always ready. We had to load our baggage all night
instead of marching. The Sergt.-Major, Armr.-Sergt. Gregg, it strongly held by the enemy, who had a very strong position
1 Sergt. Cover, and Sergt. Regan were, on that march and since, on the hills above the village, which was covered with enormous
conspicuous for the plucky example they set and for sticking to rocks. We drove them back at every point, but having burnt
it. I made the march straight through with a i Battalion from the village, we had, of course, to get down the hill again. The
Dargai to Amandara. It was very severe. One poor fellow Regiment had to retreat down a horrible place—a series of
got off a cart at camp and died shortly after he got in. There terraces—often with a ten or twelve feet drop with standing corn
above one’s head on each little plateau ; there was a perfect hail of
was no wind, and not a tree to shade us, water was scarce, and
bullets,and
even before the retirement we could see nothing of our
j men dropping from apoplexy all the way. They had to be
watered by the men’s water-bottles to save their lives. But enemy as they crept from rock to rock out of view ; and, of
not one complaint or use of bad language did I ever hear about course, it was worse down the terraces. I think the Regiment
it. Our duties in Amandara Camp were very heavy, and we behaved spendidly. There were only five Companies here, two
were very short of sleep. About half Battalion on picquet every being in another part of the field and had no casualties, and
night, about ioo men on guard, and the rest lying outside one left in camp. We could not have had more than 150 men
under arms. The men were so sleepy that we could scarcely their at the time of retirement, so our casualties were between
10 and 15 per cent, (total 26), and I think we were very lucky
! rouse them. Down they went the moment they could, and
to get off with so few.”
; even in pouring rain I have seen them lie on wet through and
I know nothing about it until they were awakened. The length
A and H Companies suffered most severely.
: of the column was surprising. To give an idea, we were on
A recent London Gazette announces that Sergeant-Major
Rear Guard leaving our most advanced camp, Mingaora. The
Brigade began to move at 5 a.m., and it was 11 a.m. when I I Wallace, of the West India Regiment, has received his com
mission as Quarter-Master of the 3rd Battalion on augmenta
left the ground with the rear company, and we reached the next
tion. We are very glad to see this, for Lieutenant and Quartercamp at 5.30 p.m., Head Quarters having got in before noon.
Landikai was most exciting at first ; but after we saw them be Master Wallace left the 2nd Battalion as a Sergeant on June
gin to run away, excitement gave way rather to great amuse 30th, 1883, when we were at Beggar’s Bush Barracks, on
ment. Altogether it was quite a new sensation, which it is transfer to the West India Regiment.
always so delightful to get. I have often longed to see what I
We congratulate him on his successful career and wish him
saw that day, namely men dropping under one’s fire. It was so
continued success.
curious to see the poor beggars quietly subside at 700 yards
distance. I had the honour of commanding the left half
This is the second commission recently conferred on former
Battalion, and they behaved splendidly, advancing under fire : N.C.O.’s of the Battalion, Colour-Sergeant Finch, whom many
exactly as on parade, and delivering their volleys under the will remember, and who left us also in Dublin soon after the
most perfect control. Only once did they break out into inde Battalion returned from abroad, joining the Corps of Military
pendent fire, when a chance occurred by about 100 or so of the Staff-Clerks. After holding the rank of Warrant Officer for
enemy crossing an opening in front of us. I blew my whistle some time he is now Quarter-Master of one of the Battalions
like blazes, but could not stop them, which I can easily under ; of the Liverpool Regiment.
stand as the opportunity was so fleeting, and the men knew it.
Football flourishes, but we shall require many good recruits,
Independent would have been all right only the range of
if we are to keep the team really efficient.
! 600 yards was too great.”

2nd BATTALION

CORRESPONDENCE.

---------- o----------D ear M r . E ditor.

This is distinctly the dull season here, there is
but little to chronicle ; however, that should now be of less
moment seeing that there should be an unusual amount of
interesting news from the 1st Battalion. In a letter recently
received by one who took part in the fight of September 30th,

Lieutenant Lister’s accident will prevent him playing again.
He was shaping so uncommonly well that losing his services
is a very serious matter.
In a League Match against the Yorkshire Regiment, an in
jury to Sergeant Bass and an injury to Private Mantell, which :
necessitated his being admitted to the Hospital, caused the i
score at the end of the game to be very different from what it
was at half-time.

Some notes on Football, however, are being sent you by one
much more competent to write on the subject.
A Rifle Meeting was held last month—September, 28th—
| in spite of many difficulties, but time would not admit of the
Company shield being competed for, which is most disappointI ing. I enclose a separate account of it.
The terrible epidemic at Maidstone has been sad reading to
all of us. We forwarded a small contribution of ^3 7 10s. od
from the Officers, Non-Commissioned Officers and Men of the
' Battalion. The amounts required to alleviate the suffering and
! distress will, I am afraid, be indeed a large one.
Yours, etc.,
2 nd B attalion Correspondent .

BIFLE MEETING.
Our Annual Rifle Meeting was revived this year after three
years’ interval.
In Ireland, owing to the ranges generally being far from
barracks, it has been found impracticable to carry it out ; but
a giant effort was made this year, and jsome 40 officers and
sergeants journeyed to the Curragh, on the 28th September,
by trains, to compete for
“ The Officers’ Cup.”
and “ The Eccles Cup.”
Both competitions were fired at 200, 500 and 600 yards; Bisley
marking and targets ; position, kneeling at 200 yards ; “ Any
Military ” at the longer ranges, seven rounds at each distance.
Owing to a strong wind, the shooting was not, on the whole
good.
“ The Officers’ Cup ” was won by Sergt. H. Beckhuson
score, 87. He was closely followed by—
86
Sergt. Bass
Col.-Sergt. Wood
85
Sergt. T a y lo r..............
84
Second Lieut. Lister ...
83
Arm.-Sergt. Simons ...
81
“ The Eccles Cup” was won by Lieut.-Col. E. H. Grove ;
score, 88. He was closely followed by—
Sergt. Dugay ... ...
86
Lieut. K itso n ..............
85
Col.-Sergt. Grellier ...
83
Sergt. B arnes..............
82
It will be remembered that on the last occasion that these
Cups were competed for, they were both won by Lieut. Street,
on the Hythe ranges. Doubtless the Sergeants are pleased to

once more see the “ Officers’ Cup” decorating the Sergeants’
Mess, “ on its merits.” This is the second occasion which “ The
Eccles Cup ” has been won by Lieut.-Col. Grove. Is not this
an example of the advantages of “ Long Service ?”

FOOTBALL.
The Football season has begun successfully enough for us.
We have won our first tie in the Army Cup easily by 4 to o,
admitting that the 13th Hussars, though a hardworking team,
were not very formidable opponents. We are now due to play
the K .O.Y.L.I. on our ground, on Wednesday, November 3rd
in the 2nd Round.
In the Leinster League we have won one and lost one, the
win being over the Hibernians, a civilian club, by 3 to o, and
I the defeat at the hands of the Yorkshire Regiment by 5 to 4
j This last was an extraordinary m atch ; at half-time we led by
* 4 to 1. Aabout ten minutes after changing ends, Sergt. Bass
1 got a nasty cut on his head and had to retire to have it bound I
up ; he retur ned in a few minutes, but had to play back, as he
was unable to head the ball at all, and was also suffering a good
deal of pain. The immediate result of this appeared to be that
the who leteam got demoralised and disorganised, and our
opponents quickly realising this, played up with rare dash and
; pluck, and turned what looked to be a crushing defeat into a
briliant victory. Private Mantell had to leave about ten
m inutes before the end owing to in injured knee, but I doubt
if this affected the result, as the team was all over the place
before the accident occurred. L tt us trust such a thing will
not happen again
We have drawn a bye in the Irish Army Cup. Of other
matches we have beaten the Durhams thrice, the Hibernians
i once, the 13th Hussars once, and have drawn with the York
shire Regiment once (1—1). Private Ott at present occupies
the position of centre forward, and bids fair to be a success.
The forward division is not settled on yet, w'e are very much
■ in want of an inside right, and this class don’t grow in a day,
I’m sorry to say. But N il desperandum, the meaning of
| which you all doubtless know, if you don’t, I may as well tell
you it means just about the same as Invicta if carried out
properly.

2nd BATTALION INTELLIGENCE.
--------o-------Pte. H. Crowhurst has been passed to the Army Reserve.
Good Conduct Pay has been granted to the undernamed :—
Granted 4d. Pte. J. Large and G. Bance.
„
2d. Ptes. R. Spence and R. Rouse.
„
id. Ptes. A. Chasteneuf, H. Miller, F. Jeffrey, S.
Rowlands, W. Coomber, and W. Cowing,
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Restored 2d. Pte. A. Alder.
„
id. Pte. M. Connor.
Boys J. Rowland, T. Adams, W. Brown, P. Spencer, and J.
I Bellenger have joined the Battalion on enlistment.
| Lance-Corpl. A. Elms and Pte. J. Cook have gone to Alder! shot to join the Mounted Infantry Battalion.
1
Ptes. W. Burge and W. Duffin have been appointed Pro
visional Lance-Corpls.
I Boys A. Chivers and A. Day have been appointed Musicians.
Third-Class Certificates of Education have been awarded
{ Lance-Corpls. W. Stewart, G. Matthews, W. Alderman, A. Tuck; er, W. Saunders, B. Kevan; Dr. F. Thompson ; Ptes. A.
Kennard, F. Hodge, A. Grigsby, W. Aubrey, J. Pitcher, R.
Westwood, W. Collins, R. Mitchell, W. Bristow, W. Smith,
P. Parker ; Boys R. Emmett, W. Barrow, A. Earl, G. Sankey,
W. Sayer.
Second-Class Certificates of Education have been awarded
Corpls. W. Young; H. Smith, C. Brooks ; Lance-Corpls. K.
Savage, J. Lewis, G. Pullen ; Boy J. Pinder.
Musician H. J. Wilson has re-engaged for the Royal West
Kent Regiment to complete 21 years’ service.
! Pte. C. E. Francis has been passed to the 1st Class Army
j Reserve.
Corpl. D. O'Connell has extended his service to complete 12
years with the Colors.
Sergt. W. Millington has been discharged Free after 12 years
service.
Sergt.-Dr. Cox has been discharged to pension.
| Col .-Sergt. B. H. Grellier has proceeded to the School of
) Musketry, Hythe, to join a class there.
Pensions have been granted to Ptes. D. Smith, 17 pence, and
j J. Moore, 11 pence.
Boy Gladman has rejoined from Ivneller Hall.
Lce-Corpl. A. Tinker reverts to Pte. at his own request,
i The wife of Sergt.-Instr. of Musketry F. Mitchell has been
taken on the married establishment of the Battalion and j also
i the wife of Corpl. J. Carlier.
The undernamed have been discharged as invalids :—
Corpl. W. Mason, Ptes. G. Waterman, S. James, W. Sands,
I C. Webster, F. Adams, and Boy J. Newman.
Recruits T. Cooksey and C. Watling, attested at London,
have joined the Battalion.
| =■

.

The Editor begs to acknowledge receipt of the following
donations towards the fund for C. Farr, the old 50th soldier :—
Colonel R. Doran (Annual)........................
Major Brock-Hollinshead (Annual) ..........
Lieut.-Col. Cummings................................

£

s-

d-

o 10 o
o 10 o
5 10 0
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DEPOT INTELLIGENCE.
---------- 0----------The undermentioned composed the draft which proceeded to
join the Home Battalion at Dublin on 15th October, 1897 :—
Privates W. C. Clark, A. Dennis, W. J. Bagwell, T. Stapletom
A. C. Garrod, G. J. Guest, H. G. Child, J. R. Hayman, A. E Nichols, L. Mason, E. Hook, W. H. Gray, G. E. Webb, J.
Thorpe, A. Martin.

TANI AND KORTI.

_____
f
An old officer of the Regiment sends us seme particulars 1
which will be of interest to our readers ; they are written by
a friend of his now on service up the Nile.
“ It was 26th August when you wrote asking me to look
at the graves of your poor fellows at Tani and Korti. Well,
we were at both places to-day. The former, if the place you
mean, is about six miles down stream from Korti and on the
same (left) bank. The walls of the huts of the old British
Camp all stand, but the roofs are off and the place is deserted.
The Tani graveyard does still exist, and the graves are all
right, those of the men being surrounded by a stone wall, and j
14 officers arc buried outside.
The names of some of the men are on the graves, but none
of the officers. I will look at it again some day if I get the
chance. At Korti there is now no trace of the British Camp
or Cemetery of 1884-5.
“ I don’t at all know what is likely to happen ; if we are to
go to Khartoum alone I fancy the advance will be made at end
of this year or early next. If we have to wait for British troops
of course it is a different matter — Indian affairs and other
matters may delay their arrival. Whether they are necessary
or not from a military point of view I don’t know, accounts are
conflicting.”
The following is taken from a letter received from Major
Wintour, who is or was at the time officiating as D.A.Q.M.G. to
the 1st Brigade, Tochi Field Force.
S heranni,

n th September, 1897.
I got a wire at Darjeeling on 20th [June, telling me I was
appointed to the Staff of the Tochi Field Force 1st Brigade
The whole place had been wrecked by the earthquake* on 12th
*E d. —Our readers will recollect reading in the Papers of
last June of the terrible earthquake at Calcutta, and in Bengal
and Burmah generally, which caused the loss of a great number
of lives and great desiruction to property.
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June, and I was three days getting to Calcutta. Then' another
seven to Bannu, Jwhere I arrived on 29th. The rails in the
Terai had been twisted and torn in a most inconceivable man
ner ; the stations were wrecked, the platforms rent asunder
and thrown about. I got along by trollies and walking, &c. I left
Bannu on July ist, for Datta Khel, 68 miles We were fired at
on the way up and had a fine night alarm at a small post called
Bora. There was a sort of fortified enclosure with a piece
tacked on defended only by a thorn hedge. I was in this, also
a lot of camels and some P.W.D. coolies engaged on making
a bridge. In the middle of the night I was overturned and
sent flying by a stampede of affrighted coolies, and my kit
scattered right and left. Then there was great firing. In the
end it turned out that a few men had crept up and loosed off
I into camp. I spent a fortnight or three weeks at Datta Khel.
The first night we arrived a sentry was shot dead on
his post, and that sort of warfare is all that we have
had to do. We came up here and have blown up 102 towers
and destroyed all the crops of the Madda Khels, but the brutes
have taken refuge in Afghanistan, and we can’t get at them.
The affair at Maigart was quite wonderful. The men had
only 20 rounds, and looked upon the whole affair as a picnic.
They were caught in a regular trap, five officers killed out of
six, and 50 or 60 men out of 300 killed and wounded. We
have had much marching and counter-marching. I have been
out on two columns for a week at a time, but all we have come
across have been a dozen or so men hiding in the hills whom
we cannot get at. I was out last week : at 9.30 p.m. 12 shots
in rapid succession, at about 600 yards, then three
However, up to date in this camp,
I more at 10 a.m.
they have only killed one mule and wounded one
Highlander.
*
*
*
*
I am quite disgusted
with the whole show. It promised so well at the beginning
and I thought myself in rare luck, but so far as we can see it
has quite fizzled out in this part of the frontier. The neigh
bouring tribes have been trying hard to get the Mullah
Powindah to induce the Mahsud Waziris to rise, but they have
hitherto refused altogether. They lie across a range of moun
tains about 14 miles away. We shall stay here no doubt till the
Afridi business is over and settled, and that, I take it, will not
be for another two months. Probably our presence here is
keeping this part of the border quiet, and Government has
got its hands full. The Afridi business will be a big one. We
have two companies of Afridis here in the 1st Punjab Infantry.

t i t will be remembered that this treacherous affair was the
beginning of the whole frontier outbreak extending from the
Tochi Valley on the left, to the Swat Valley, were the ist
Battalion were first engaged, on the right, a distance of over
200 miles.

To the Editor of the

“

Queen's Own Gazette."

Whit well Hall, Norwich, 20th Oct., 1897.
Sir,—Kindly give me space in the Regimental Paper to
inform past and present officers of the Militia Battalion that
the Regimental Dinner has been fixed to take place at the
Grand Hotel on Thursday, the 18th November next. I have
endeavoured to trace and write to all past officers, in order to
ensure a really representative gathering, but the address book
was burnt in a fire at the Depot two years ago, and I have
found difficulty in ascertaining the whereabouts of a number of
past officers.
If any of your readers can send me the present address of
any of the undermentioned I shall be greatly obliged. The
date after the name shows the period when the officers in
question served in the Regiment:—
H. Cleeve (1890), H. J. Conant (1872), A. E. Dicks (i886)J
W. F. Dadson (*870-73), — Fane (1890), F. K. Gascoyne
(1891), Capt. James-Gordon (1891), W. V. Hopegood (1890),
E. H. Hooper (1872), H. E. Yardley (1878)*
Yours very truly,
J

ohn

H.

K

ennedy

.

DEATHS.
At Agrah. on September 30th, 1897, Lieut. W. C.
Browne-Clayton, 1st Battalion.
At Agrah, on 30th September, 1897, No. 3357 Dr.
Francis Berry, 1st Battalion.
At Agrah, on 30th September, 1897, No, 3393, Pte.
T. C. Hutson, 1st Battalion.
At Agrah, on 30th September, 1897, No. 3998, Pte,
G. Jones, 1st Battalion.
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THE FIGHT AT AGRAH, 30th SEPTEMBER
•--------0--------

1st BATTALIO N.

While Sir B. Blood was at Panjkora, a very severe fight took

The underm entioned Second Lieuts. to be Lieuts.
place on the 30th September at Agrah and Gat. The 2nd
W. C. Brow ne-C layton (since killed in action), vice M. ! Brigade under
General Jeffreys advanced to destroy
P. Buckle, 21st June; V. E. M uspratt, vice W. C,
the fortifications of these two villages, two squadrons of
Browne-Clayton deceased, 1st October.
the Guides Cavalry being on his left flank, the Guides
2nd BATTALION.
Prom oted C o r p o r a lsL a n c e -C o r p ls. C. Harris, 14th
October; C. Sawyer, 3rd Novem ber.
Appointed Lance-Corpl., Pte. W. Burge 2 4 th Sept.
DEPOT.
Appointed Lance-Sergt., Corpl. B. Pond, 14th Oct,
Promoted C o r p o r a lL a n c e -C o r p l. Bell, 28 th Oct.
3rd BATTALION.
Noel L. Calvert, Gentlem an, to be Second Lieutenant,
dated 10th Novem ber.
2n d V O LU N T EER BATTALION.
Acting Chaplain the Rev. A. G. Helliear, M.A., resigns
his appointm ent, dated 27th October.
3rd V O LU N T EER BATTALION.
The underm entioned Second Lieutenants to be Lieu
tenants, dated 17th N ovem ber:—A. V. W. Forsdyke,
H. S. Vaughan.

REGIMENTAL DINNER.
--------o-------The Annual Dinner of the ist and 2nd Battalions (50th and
97th) will take place at the Grand Hotel, Charing Cross, on
Tuesday, 21st June, at 8 o’clock.

; Infantry being ordered to occupy a spur on the
west of Agrah, where the enemy were in force, the Royal
West Kent being in the centre, and the 31st Punjab Infantry
on the right. The two squadrons of the Guides Cavalry were
in most difficult ground, and during the whole fight, by sheer
bluffing, kept off a large body of the enemy, who were trying
to attack our left flank. The 31st Punjab Infantry had to
j advance over ground covered with huge boulders, where a large
j party of the enemy was concealed, and after a stubborn
! resistance, driven out. It was here that Colonel O’Bryen was
j killed, while gallantly leading on his men. The enemy did
not retreat very far, but still showed figh’-, so the Royal
West Kent Regiment was sent to support the left flank of the
, 31st Punjab Infantry. The villages of Agrah and Gat are close
; to one another, and the West Kent soon engaged the enemy in
Gat at close quarters. Here the enemy pressed back a small
body of men under Lieutenant Brown-Clayton, who was killed,
but Major Western made a spirited charge, recovered the lost
ground and Lieutenant Clayton’s body, and destroyed a great
portion of the village. During the fighting, no less than five
officers of this gallant regiment were wounded.
There seems to be some doubt as to the facts connected with
the death of Lieutenant Brown-Clayton on the 30th ultimo at
i the action of Agrah in the Mamund country. What actually
happened is this. The leading company of the Royal West
Kent had stormed a sangar above the village. About fifteen
men were inside the sangar and about thirty more outside.
Of those inside four or five were instantly killed or wounded
by a close and accurate rifle fire. The sangar was a regular
trap, and the company was ordered to retire. Lieutenant
Brown-Clayton remained till the last to watch the withdrawal,
and in so doing was shot dead ; the bullet severing the blood
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vessels near the heart. The two or three men who remained
were passing his body over the rock wall when they were
charged by about thirty ghazis and driven down the hill.
A hundred and fifty yards away Major Western had three
companies of the West Kent in support. He immediately
ordered Captain Style to re-take the sangar and recover the
body. The company charged. Captain Style was the first to
reach the sangar, and with Lieutenant Jackson cleared it of
such of the enemy as remained. Five or six men were killed
and wounded in this affair. The body was then conducted to
the camp. The difficulty in these retirements is that every
casualty takes five men at least from the firing line, and
consequently the rear companies are frequently so encumbered
with wounded that they have hardly any men to fire.
Pioneer Oct. ioth.

1st

BATTALION COBBESPONDENCE.

round the place among the rocks night and day. On the
morning of the 22nd we continued our march as far as Serai,
not an interesting place and very dusty. Halting here one
night we proceeded on the 23rd to Sadon, a camp on the banks
of the Panjkora river and close to the scene of the crossing of
the river in 1895, when the Guides had such a hard struggle
with Umra Khan's followers, and Colonel Battye, of that Corps,
was killed. Here we only halted one night, proceeding on the
25th, in company with the Guides’ Cavalry, No. 7 British
Mountain Battery, the 4 =;th Sikhs and the 31st P.I., together
with a large convoy of camels withr supplies for the camp at
Inayat Kila. This march from Sadon to Thar proved to be
the most severe we had experienced since the beginning of the
campaign. Fourteen good miles with three rivers to be waded
through, one at the very start, over a rough road, in many
places merely a goat track, was a severe order with a huge
convoy of camels to be got along somehow. We paraded at
5.30 a.m., and did not reach our destination until six in the
evening, all very glad to lie down as we were and get a night’s
rest.

On the following morning, thoroughly refreshed after a
Camp Kotkai,
peaceful night with no “ sniping’’ to disturb us, we moved off
Panjkora River,
with
the rest of us of General Meiklejohn’s Brigade.
Before
October 15th, 1897.
Since our last contribution was despatched to you from the leaving Yhar, however, we saw the Buffs march in on their
Malakand in the middle of September, many important events way down from Inayat Kila to the Malakand,and heard all the
have happened to the regiment, which we will try to give you details of the fighting they had had with the Mamunds on the
in a condensed form now that we are resting again for a few 16th September and following days.
days, and have returned to our tents and a certain degree of
This, our last march up to the fort, was a very easy one)
comfort.
being only 9 miles and the country fairly easy. But the last
On the 20th of September the welcome order came that we mile or two was rendered very unpleasant by a severe dust
were to prepare to move up at once from the Malakand to storm, which was followed by a very cold wind and heavy fall
relieve the Buffs in General Jefferys’ brigade, at Inayat Kila, of rain. We arrived at our new quarters drenched to the
and on the following morning, the 21st, we marched out of the skin, all our kits in the same condition, and the ground
Malakand for Chakdara Fort, our first halting place, being resembling a swamp. However, towards evening, the rain
relieved by the Highland Light Infantry, who came up from stopped, and a good lot of grog all round scon made us feel
Mardan in splendid time, and longing to accompany us up to quite happy again, and in the end we passed a very fairly
the front. This, our first march, was fairly easy, there being comfortable night. This was the end of our march up from
an excellent road all the way, but on arriving at the crossing the Malakand to Inayat Kila, a distance of 55 miles, which we
of the Swat river great difficulty was experienced in getting
had done in four days. Before continuing to relate our further
the camels over, as the river was high and running down very
doings in the Mamund Valley and subsequent march down to
fast. Two or three camels broke away from their strings
the Panjkora, it may not be amiss to give a description of a
and some fifty kits went gaily down the stream, but, luckily, camp, such as is used by a brigade when on service beyond the
they were soon recovered about two miles below, and except frontier, when an attack is considered likely to occur.
for wet kits, there were no very disastrous results. During our
The camp is generally placed as far as possible away from
halt at Chakdara a great many took the opportunity of going
Nullahs,
rocky eminences and broken ground, which only
over the fort, now famous for its splendid defence by the 45th
Sikhs. The natural strength of the fort itself is very great, give>cover to “ snipers.” Of course this is very often most
but it struck us all as nothing short of marvellous how they difficult to manage in a country such as this, intersected with
managed to get the “ Bhistie ” up the neighbouring hill to the ravines and depressions in all directions.
signal tower, considering that the enemy were swarming all
The perimeter of the camp consists of a strong parapet some
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three feet in height, with a V-shaped ditch on the outside,
with a depth of three feet. The parapet is usually strengthened
with large boulders and, where possible, sharp pointed stakes
are driven into it to prevent any of the more adventurous
spirits among’ the enemy from attempting to penetrate into
camp. Traverses and flank defences for the protection of
horses, mules and camels, are 'also erected inside the camp.
At night every living creature, horses, mules, camels, etc., are
collected inside and picketed in rows. Sentries are placed at
intervals of twenty yards all round the parapet, and each
company has half its strength lying in the trench, each man
with his arm through his rifle sling, ready equipped to rise at a
moment’s notice and line the parapet. The remainder of the
men lie with their straps on, in small bivouac tents composed of
a couple of waterproof sheets, these being the only form of
shelter obtainable when moving on iolb kits. Small excava
tions are made by everybody to give cover from the snipers’
bullets, which frequently come unpleaaantly near to one, these
excavations enable one to remain in comparative comfort, even
though an occasional shot does come over the bivouac shelter.
Magazines are charged and bayonets fixed at dusk, and remain
so until it is light again ; a most necessary precaution in view
of the possibility of a “ Ghazi ” rush on the camp during the
darkness.
Returning to the sequence of events as they happened, for
the first few days of our stay at Inayat Kila everything was
comparatively quiet, except for an occasional visit from
snipers ” during the small hours of the morning. On the
27th of September a Jirgah from the Mamunds came into
camp, and the Politicals tried to arrange matters, but the
tribesmen evidently had not had a sufficiently severe lesson, as
they would not agree to our terms. They were given two days
to think better of their decision, but with no result, so on the
30th we moved out to burn their villages of Agrah and Gat,
where they were known to have collected in force.
During these few days prior to the action at Agrah, our time
was chiefly employed in escorting hundreds of mules out to
Tillages two or three miles up the Mamund Valley which had
previously been “visited” by the brigade, and from which grain
and borsha were taken in endless quantity. Their grain was
for the most part buried in a kind of vault in the fields round
the villages, and it required the practised eyes of native levies
to detect the existence cf their hidden stores on seemingly
innocent ground.
During these foraging expeditions we did not come into
actual contact with the enemy, but could generally see their
picquets watching our movements from the crests of the
neighbouring hills.
One night during the sniping, Major Evans had a narrow
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escape of being shot. A bullet passed through the side of his
tent, but was stopped from doing further damage by coming
into contact with two enamelled plates, which luckily were
lying in the pocket of the tent by his side ; it was found the
next morning imbedded in the second plate.

THE

ACTION AT AGRAH.
September 30th, 1897.
At 5.30 a.m. General Jeffreys’ Brigade, consisting of the
following troops:—1st R. W. Kent Regt., Guides (Infantry and
Cavalry), 31st Punjaub Infantry, 38th Dogras, and No. 7 British
Mountain Battery, moved out of camp up the Mamund Valley
to continue the coercion of the tribesmen by burning the
villages of Agrah and Gat. The country over which we moved
was very rough and broken, all along our route were evidences
of the previous punishment dealt out to our recalcitrant foes by
General Jeffreys, in the form of ruined and charred remains
of what were once most comfortable and well-built villagesStraight ahead of us lay the two villages, which were our ob
jective, comfortably nestling on the side of a hill with green
trees all round, and presenting altogether a most peaceful
appearance. Nothing was seen of the enemy until we had
covered about 7 miles, when the Guides’ Cavalry sent back word
to our Brigadier that the enemy were occupying “ Sangars’f
above and on either side of Agrah, a very strong position.
On arriving about one mile from the foot of the hills, we i
were not kept waiting long, our orders being to assist the ;
Guides’ Infantry in clearing a long rocky spur to the left of the
village, which was strongly held by the enemy, whose banners j
could be seen fluttering in the wind. This was accomplished
without loss, and with the Guides prolonging the line to our
left we took up a position on the top of the spur, the enemy
having retired some 300 yards into the rocky slopes of the main
hill. While we were holding this spur the Sappers and Miners ’
commenced destroying the village, protected on the right
flank by the 31st P.I., who, after a sharp fight, gained possession
of the spur to the right of the village. The 38th Dogras re
mained with the guns, who took up a position about 1200 yards
from the village and vigorously shelled the enemy’s “ sangars.”
The Guides’ Cavalry were in the meantime manoeuvring on our
left flank in the valley, effectually preventing the enemy from
debouching on to the plain and getting round our rear. We
held this position for an hour or so, being all the time under |
the close fire of the enemy’s sharpshooters, armed with MartiniHenry rifles. Section volleys were fired, whenever one of themwas seen looking over his rock, and a great many were thus
silenced, but they are very quick at making use of the natural
cover afforded by^the rocks, and so it was not easy work to get
the volleys in in time. Several instances of individual good •

|

1310

THE QUEEN’S OWN GAZETTE.

j

2952, Pte. A. Meagher ; No. 5092, Pte. J. Jipps. Slightly
wounded : Major W. G. B. Western ; Capt. R. C. Style, Capt.
N. H. S. Lowe ; Second-Lieut. F. A. Jackson ; No. 4140, Ptes.
H. Latter ; No. 3471, C. Gadd ; No. 2613, A. Gregory ; No.
3454, G. Harris ; No. 2777, W. Scudder ; No. 1320, J. Hills ;
No. 4303, E. Jarvis ; No. 4179, H. Brooker; No. 4004,.
G. Everett ; No. 3114, C. Cramptcn ; No. 4720, C. King; No.
3346, F. Evans ; No. 3545, D. Morgan ; No. 2738, Pte. Gibson.
Casualties at Badalai,October 3rd :—Dangerously wounded—No.
3712, Pte. P. Clipsham. Slightly wounded, 2350, Sergt. J,
Each Company, on arriving there, became hotly engaged I Regan ; No. 1804, Sergt. G. Ashby.
with the enemy, who, following their usual tactics, swarmed
j
On Sunday, October 3rd, the Brigade again went out to dedown the hillside as soon as they realised that the retirement
j stroy Badalai, another of the Mamund villages. This operation
had begun. The position we found ourselves in was most
I was carried out most successfully, with the slight loss of four
difficult, our movements being considerably impeded by deep
! killed and 16 wounded to the Brigade, to which numbers we
terraces, on which the grass was standing to a height of some
[ were lucky enough to contribute only three, one severely
six feet, while the enemy had the advantage of rocky ground
wounded and two slightly. On this occasion the regiment
commanding the terraces.
acted as flank guard to the Brigade. A lot of firing was done
It was at this time that Lieut. Browne-Clayton was killed
at the enemy, who, on this occasion, tried to cut off our retreat
while holding a wall in advance of our position. The
by advancing right out into the valley. They were successfully
majority of our casualties occurred about this time. Having
baulked of their enterprise by the watchfulness of the Guides’
established connection with the 31st on our right, both
Cavalry and the steady fire of the Infantry during the retire
regiments continued the retirement together down the plain
ment, and they did not get closer than 500 yards at any time.
below. This was carried out by alternate Companies, a
* is t B attalion Correspondent .
heavy fire being kept up on the enemy all the way, who con
tinued firing until we had with-drawn some 1000 yards from
the village ; at this point when the action was practically over,
E x tra c ts fr o m L e tte rs fr o m ls/f (B a tta lio n ,
and the Brigade was forming up for the return march, Lieut.
--------- c----------Isacke was severely wounded by a Martini bullet.

marksmanship were observed throughout the regiment at this
! time.
After the destruction of the village, and the time had come
to withdraw, it was found that the 31st P. I. on the right were
so hard pressed that they could not leave the position they had
taken up without support. Accordingly we were ordered to
. evacuate the spur and move down to the right to take up a
position above the village, thereby to assist the 31st in their
I retirement.

Several times during the action the enemy showed great
daring in rushing up to within 20 yards of some of the Companies, but on being charged with the bayonet invariably
retired up the hill before they could be closed with. There
was great difficulty in sending down the wounded to the rear,
as the ground was impracticable for stretchers, which meant
that four men had to leave the fighting for every man severely
wounded, while others required two or three to assist them
down to the dressing station below.

M alakand F ield F orce ,

:

I
(
!

Our march of seven miles back to Inayat Kila was un
molested, which in itself showed that the enemy had had !
enough fighting for the day, and had probably lost considerably.
A dust-storm met us on the way and added greatly to our
discomfort, but in the end we reached camp at about 4 p.m., all
thoroughly tired out, and glad to get some rest. Appended is
a complete list of the casualties : Killed—-Second-Lieut. W. C .
Browne-Clayton ; No. 3357, Drummer F. Berry ; No. 3998
Pte. G. Jones ; 3393, Pte. T. Hutson. Dangerously wounded—
No. 4202, Pte. D. Sullivan ; No. 2350, H. Buckland ; 3354, W.
Edwards. Severely wounded : Lieut. H. Isacke;); No. 1341
Sergt. J. W arner; No. 2625, Pte. R. Bright ; No.’

14-10—97
“ We are here at Kot Kai in camp with the 35th Sikhs, two
guns 10th Field Battery, and the usual Commisariat and Trans
port people. We came last Sunday ; all seems quiet and
settled up the Mahmund Valley now. General Blood and the
H.L.I., and four guns of the Field Battery and half of 24th
Punjaub Infantry, came up full of fight, and I am sorry to say
all have been disappointed, and ourselves too, as we should
have liked another go at Agrah.”
“ Deane came up, and, I expect, through the Khans of
Yhar, Khar, and Nawergais influence has persuaded the tribes
men to come in, as they have brought in the rifles, &c., and all
seems over up here.”
“ We were sent on down ahead, chiefly, I believe, as it
was considered more healthy.”
“ The next move, I presume, is into the Swat Valley, and if
the Buner expedition is to come off, it will follow shortly,
though there are great doubts about this. Personally, if there
is no more fighting, I'hope we shall be sent across the frontier,
and settled down again, though there will not be much peace
this cold weather.
*
*
*
*
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“ All our wounded have been sent down to the Base
| Hospital, and were doing well. Sergeant Warner is going on
all right and evidently is not so bad as they told me.
*
| I hear Sergeant Arnold down at the Base is very ill.”
‘‘On the 3rd we went out to burn Badelai, and as usual it
was empty, and there was no resistance during the burning
i most thoroughly done by E, F, and H (companies), with Sikhs
I and Miners, but directly we began to retire they swarmed over
; the hills, and came on from the Agrah district, where we
| had seen them collecting for some time, and we had a very
I pretty rear-guard action, quite a parade ground movement
across the open ; we were on the right flank and had plenty
! of firing, as a matter of fact rather more rounds were fired than
| on the 30th ; they (the enemy) were wonderfully quick over
the ground, and indeed are marvellous skirmishers. We had
one man badly hit in the back, through his kidneys and coming
,out above his right elbow. I attached myself to Major Evans
| as I was mounted and the Transport people did not want me,
! so saw it all. I was close to Clipsham, G. Company, when hit,
1 and took my turn at his stretcher.” *
“ Sergeant Regan had a curious wound, the bullet passing so
| close to his arm as to displace the muscles, by the wind I
■suppose, at least that is the explanation given ; 15 casualties
i altogether.”
“ Our men moved too slow (A, B & C Companies were away
j ahead with the guns and had nothing to do with the retire| ment on our flank), not that a disposition to retreat slowly is
anything against them, but in moving from position to position
they were painfully slow.”
______________________________________

I '--------------------------- ------------------------------------------------

2nd BATTALION

CORRESPONDENCE.

1D ear Mr. E d ito r ,

There is, I am afraid, not very much ot importance to
| chronicle this month, bar football, which is dealt with by our
. Football Correspondent.
As regards movements of officers,
Captain Marsh and Lieutenant Comyn have left us for the
West Coast of Africa, with the firm intention of reflecting
credit on the Regiment by their gallant deeds ; an intention, I
have no doubt, they will most excellently carry out, and we
1 only hope they will have a chance of seeing some active ser; vice in consideration of their having volunteered for duty in
! what is, I suppose, one of the most unhealthy spots in the
| world, and that they will receive the justly due reward of their
patriotic conduct. We are very sorry to lose them both,
temporarily though it is, but we console ourselves with the
knowledge that their selection for these important appoint
ments is, through them, a criterion of the efficiency of the
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corps.
May good luck go with them is our heartfelt wish.
Lieutenant Flanagan has gone to Aldershot in command of
our section of Mounted Infantry, and will, if it is possible, add
a little more to his already extensive knowledge of Mounted
Infantry tactics.
To use an old expression, “ route marching is in full
swing,” and, though everybody hates it cordially, there is no
doubt that the present system of every man doing two route
marches a week is an excellent thing, if only they could be
made a little more interesting; but that is the fault of the
country, and not of the authorities. Not that I mean to decry
Ireland ; I think it is the finest country in the world, especially
for the sportsman, and I also say that no one ought to say a
word against Ireland or the Irish people till they have been in
the country and seen both for themselves. There is more
“ rot ” talked about Ireland than any ether country. I know
for myself, as regards the peasant class, the English
have a very great deal to learn in the way of polite
ness from their countrymen on this side of the Irish
Channel, and as regards the upper classes their
hospitality and “ bonhomie” has alwa)s been proverbial,
and they fully act up to what they are famous for; but in my
enthusiasm for the Irish I am somewhat wandering from my
point, which was something to do with route marching, and
as I’ve now forgotton what my point was, I will leave it.
I
will, however; make one point for England, and that is that
their roads and their whiskey are better (I join Scotland with
England in the latter half of my last remark !) “ Revenous
a nos moutons ” (please, Mr. Editor, put in the accents for me),
as a faithful chronicler of Regimental doings I am afraid I am
rather wandering, but I am now returning in earnest.
1.
“ Baby” (a well-known spaniel) has had several
retriever puppies—her next brood we hope will be foxhounds
especially as there are a lot of that breed round here.
Talking of foxhounds, I am happy to say that we have four
or five devoted followers of the chase at present, headed by
our Colonel. I agree with Mr. Jonocks when he says
“ ’Unting is the sport of kings, the himage of war, and only
25 per cent, of its dangers,” but unfortunately it is a very ex
pensive game here, and onlj the favoured few can enjoy it,
but it is only the more credit to the few who do harden their
hearts and stint themselves to enable them to have a “ crock ”
of sorts.
We are sending out a draft on Monday next of too odd
men to reinforce our gallant 1st Battalion, who have been
doing so well in India. The authorities, knowing the interest
all ranks take in football, have arranged that they shall go by
the evening boat on Monday, to enable them to see our team
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j play the Yorkshire in the 2nd round of the Irish Army Cup,
J which, I think, is very considerate of them.

FOOTBALL.
----- o------

The Team is improving ! There is no doubt about it. As
usual, I am beginning at the wrong end, but I can’t help it—
we played the Royal Fusiliers yesterday, at the Curragh, in the
3rd Round of the Army Cup, and ran out the easiest of winners
by 4 goals to nil, From the start we pressed, and had it not
been for the slippery state of the ground, and consequently the
2ND BATTALION CORRESPONDENT.
greasy condition of the ball, I think our score would have been
augmented. The remarkable, and, I may say, the most pleasing
feature
of the game was the entire absence of ‘‘fouls.” There
2nd BATTALION INTELLIGENCE.
was not one “ foul ’’ claimed during the whole of the match, a
--------o-------fact which reflects the greatest credit on both teams, and I should
No. 3,492, Pte. E. Paine, has been passed to the Army
like to place on record that the Fusiliers, tho’ they were beaten,
Reserve before completion of Color Service.
played the most sporting and fairest game that it has ever been
Capt. G. Marshall has obtained a Hvthe Extra Certificate.
my lot to see, and I can only say that we have never played
against
such a thoroughly sporting team, and never hope to,
Ptes. F. Browne, F. Pronger, have been passed to the Army
I am inclined to think that the greasy state of the ground
Reserve.
militated against th em : we are accustomed to them at
Good Conduct Pay has been granted to the undernamed as Dublin. That, probably, made all the difference. I am
stated :
quite certain that if we meet them again the same good
spirit will prevail, and probably, if the ground is dry we shall
Granted 3d. Dr. G. Gunningham, Pte. H. Wilson.
have
all our work cut out to beat them. As regards individual
Granted id. Lance-Corpl. G. Matthews, G. Jenner, Ptes
W. J. White, VV. Arnold, E. Bingham, E. Lawrence, P. Parker, play, I shall say nothing, for the simple reason that, where all
played so well, it would indeed be hard to particularise. I would
1 P. Wood, R. Hook.
!
like to sound a note of warning to the football team, and that
Restored id. Ptes. A. Ransley, J. Hannant, C. Weaver, W"
is “ Don’t get above yourselves, don’t think you are invincible
, Harris, J. Haines.
now ; there is always plenty of room for improvement even in 1
Major C. E. Harrison has been granted leave till the 31st the best teams, and there is room for lots in the team ; so work
hard, pull together and combine, and if that is done, even if
' January.
you
are beaten, you will know you have done your best. You
A pension of Sd. per diem for 3 years (final) has been granted
will brobably be rather tired of my saying it, but I reiterate
Corpl. W. Mason.
| that combination is three-quarters of the battle, given the
Corpl. J. Saunders, Pte. L. Campbell, have extended their ! good individual players that we undoubtedly possess.” Here
service to complete 12 years with the colours.
; endeth the First Lesson ! As regards matches in this month
we have done very well indeed. We have played six, won five,
Boy J. Connor attested at London has joined.
and lost one.—The wins being over the Phoenix Club (3—0)
Dr. E. O’Reilly has gone to the Regimental Depot for duty.
(League); the K.O.Y.L.I. (3—0), Army Cup, 2nd Round;
Driver H. Windson, A.S.C., has been transferred to the Rifle Brigade, Bohemians (2—1), (League); and the Royal
Fusiliers; and the defeat being by the N.C.O.’s Gymnasium
Battalion.
Class, Curragh, by 2 to 1, a most unexpected and somewhat
A pension of 19^-d. per day has been granted Sergt.-Dr
humiliating defeat, but I think the team know better than I do
| J. Cox.
why they allowed themselves to be beaten. We play the York
The wife of Sergt. W. Bates has been brought on the married shire in the 2nd Round of the Irish Army Cup, on Monday, and
all are bent on avenging the defeat sustained at their hands in
! establishment of the Battalion.
the Leinster League last month. Let us hope we shall do i t !
Pte. R. Westwood has purchased his discharge.
I must apologise for the nonsence I have written, but I hope
you will excuse me in view of the fact that I am only a “ locum
tenens,’’ and haven’t been one before (I am not quite sure
what it means, but it's Latin, and I know anything in Latin
or French generally means something bad).

2nd B

Lance-Corpl. W. Harman and Ptes. H. Henley and E!
Philpott have been discharged, invalided.
Ptes. R. Goodchild and E. Gulliver have been appointed
provisional Lance-Corporals.

att

. F

ootball

C

o rrespo n d en t.

It is hoped, if possible, to bring out an Almanack this year,
with two coloured illustrations.
The price will be is. to
ordinary suberibers, but N.C.O. and men of the L i n e B attalions
will be able to obtain it for 3d., by special arrangement.
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Capt. H. A. Christmas, Lieut. M’Cracken. Lieur. C. E. Phillips
and Lieut. Vaughan. Dinner was served at 7.530, and after
justice had been done to the excellent fare provided by the can
teen steward, the company had a most excellent smoking
concert. Among those who contributed to the harmony of
the evening were Lieut. Col. Hunt ; Lieut. Phillips, banjo ;
Mr. J. Carey, cornet ; Bombr. Johnston, R.A.B., clarionet ; Mr.
Bussell, trombone, Messrs. Dan Coventry and Monk, mando
lin ; Mr. Moore, dulcimer; Messrs. A. Collins and H.
Henchie, recitations ; Mr. Clements, Sergs. Evans, Breeze, and
Hunt, Corpl. M’Donald, and Pte. Coffey, songs. Bandmaster
Barber presiding at the pianoforte.

2nd VOL. BATT. “ M ” COMPANY’S ANNUAL SHOOT
AND SUPPER.
The annual supper and smoking concert, following the rifle
match (the scores of which are appended) between Present and
I Past members of this (the Greenwich) Company (the old 13th)
j of the 2nd Vol. Batt. Queen’s Own, took place on Monday eve
ning, October 4th, 1897, at the Portland Hotel, Greenwich.
Major Howard presided, supported by Colonel Frigout, SurgeonMajor Roberts, Major W. K. Lemon, Captain Dinwiddy,
Lieutenants Lovibond and Dinwiddy, Messrs. A. Conyers Haycraft, R. Westmacott, H. Dinwiddy, E. H. Hollingworth, N.
At a convenient period of the evening Captain Swiss ad
Davies, E. J. Padfield, &c. The Chairman having given the
dressed his Company on its work, its numbers, and on
loyal toast, which was duly honoured, Colonel Frigout sub
volunteering generally.
He pointed out that the present
mitted “ The Army, Navy, and Reserve Forces.” He referred
strength of the Company was 92, that six recruits had been
j to the fact that officers connected with the West Kent and the
added during the year, and that the Company had been
sister regiment, the East Kent (the Buff's), were taking a
successful in winning the second prize in the inter-company
prominent part in the fighting in India (hear, hear). He
competition. The previous year it had also won the second
hoped the speech of Lord Wolseley the other day as to aug
prize, and the year before that it had won the first prize.
menting the Army would bear fruit (hear, hear). He coupled
These facts he considered very creditable to the Company, and
with the toast the name of Sergt.-Major Parsons, who, he beproved that it was in a very good state of efficiency ; but good as
I fleved, won his last medal on the very spot where they were
it was, he felt sure that better things might be done if those
now engaged (hear, hear). The arrangements were in the
members who had allowed some of their keenness and enthuhands of the following committee :—Major E. J. Heward, I
siasm
for the work of an amateur soldier to become somewhat
Colour-Sergeant Scott, Sergt. Horobin, Mr. G. E. Wells, Mr. I
dim would only allow their ardour to be re-kindled. He then
H. H. Shalless, and Mr. Geo. J. E. Bratt (hon. secretary).
proceeded to contrast the difference of opinion which existed
The annual Past v. Present match was shot at Milton on
towards the Volunteer force in its early days and that which
September 25th, by teams of ten a side. A rather strong wind
exists to-day. For some years after the initiation of the Vol
prevailed, but on the whole the day and light were favourable.
unteer movement, the volunteer was looked upon as one to be
The firing was at class targets and under Bisley conditions,
trifled with and joked at ; but to-day he is looked upon as an
i Scores:—
unit of a force which is a mighty power in the land, of a force
P a st.
P resent .
; Col. F. W. Frigout ............. 69 Mr. W. A. Schultz .......... 61 which will have to be seriously reckoned with when it is called
„ G. L. Schultz............. 50 upon to render an account of what it is worth. He concluded
Major E. J. Heward ...........56
„ W. G. Cormack......... 48 by proposing “ Success to the Regiment,” coupled with the
Col.-Sergt. Scott .................. 66
„ H. Shalless.................62 name of Col. Hunt, who, in his reply, urged all ranks to in
j Sergt. Bolton .....................64
,, G. J. E. Bratt............. 58
i Sergt. Cautwell ................. 63
„ W. J. Price.................59 creased exertions for the welfare of the corps.
i Ccrpl. Glover ..................... 67
„ W. E. Berryman......... 77
Pte. Smith ......................... 72
„ W. J. Coote.................81
| Pte. Chinnery .....................68
„ Knight .................... 69
Pte. Bishop ......................... 56
„ J. Shepherd ............. 38
; Sergt. Horobin.....................53
To the Editor of the Queen's Own Gazette.
603 S ir ,
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Whil st looking through an old volume of Chambers
Edinburgh Journal, Saturday, September 2nd, 1837, I came
3 rd VOLUNTEER BATTALION.
across the anecdote, a copy of which I enclose. The editor of
-------- 0-------Chambers' marks it as having been taken from Napier on
The members of “ H ” Company held their annual dinner j
Military Law :
at Head Quarters, Beresford Street, Woolwich, when there was
“ REGIMENTAL COLOURS.
an excellent muster of the Company, the chair being taken by
“ An instance of the attachment of our troops to
Captain C. J. Swiss, its commander, who was supported by the
their
standards occurred after the battle of Corunna. It was
following officers of the regiment:—Lieut. Col. W. M. Hunt,

j
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night. The regimental colour of the Fiftieth (General Napier’s
own regiment) was missing ; a cry arose that it was lost ; the
soldiers were furious ; the present Sir Henry Fane, with a loud
and angry voice, called out, 1No, no ! the Fiftieth cannot have
lost their colours!’ They were not lost. Two ensigns,
Stewart, a Scotchman, and Moore, an Irishman, had been slain
as they bore the banners charging through the village of El
Vina ; two colour sergeants, whose names I cannot recollect,
seizing the prostrate colours bravely continued the charge
carrying them through the battle. When the fight was done,
an officer received one of these standards from the sergeant ;
it was now dark, and he allowed his alarm for the safety of the
colours to overpower his better judgment ; he forgot both their
use and their honour, and had gone to the rear intending to
embark with them, though the regiment was still in its position.
The stray colour was found and the soldiers were pacified ; but
this officer never could remove the feeling which his wellmeaning but ill-judged caution had produced against him.
This anecdote shows the sentiments entertained by British
troops for their colours ; sentiments pervading all ranks from
the general to the drummer. Sir Henry Fane’s words, thus
loudly expressed, rendered him a favourite with the Fiftieth
regiment ever after. When colours are worn out, they ought
not to be thrown away. I understand that the Fiftieth, having
been
made lately a Royal regiment, received a blue standard,
!
and the silk of the old colours were burned with much
ceremony. The wood of the spear was made into a snuff-box,
and its lid enclosed the ashes of that black banner which had
so often waved amidst the white curling smoke of battle. On
this box are engraved the names of those who fell bearing the
colours in combat.”
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We regret that, through an oversight, we neglected last
October to offer j our [congratulations to Major-General C.
Leach, C.B.,[on whom’ was conferred in September a Distinguished Service Pension of ;£ioo a year. Our good wishes,
though late, are none the less sincere, and we know that we
are giving expression to the feeling of the whole Regiment in
offering them.
DEATH.
At Dublin, on 2nd Nov., No. 1229, Corporal J, Carlier,
2n d Battalion.

T he T erms

of

S ubscription

are as

F ollows :

The Officers of both the Line Battalions and Depots, 6d.
per month.

sei
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ANSWER TO SEPTEMBER DOUBLE
ACROSTIC.

It is always with great pleasure that we hear of the success
in life of old soldiers of the “ Queen’s Own.” This is more
especially so when they have been in some way or other
connected with the Queen1s Own Gazette.

Other Subscribers, 3s. per annum, including postage.
I Almanac, 3s. 6d.

With

Copies will be sold at id.per Number to Non-Commissioned
Officers and Men serving with the Colours. I f sent by post
is. 6d. per year.
Extra copies or back numbers can always be supplied.

Mr. George Hunt, who was the first printer of the Gazette,
'"'hen it was started in 1875, writes to express the keen interest
he still feels in his old corps, and in its journal, and we are glad
to say, tells us that he is doing well in his calling.

P, e of back Numbers to be 6d. instead of id.
be amended.

Also we are glad to learn from him that Mr. Taylor, who
succeeded him as printer, is employed satisfactorily on one of
the large London daily papers.

T he E ditor ,

Terms to

A ll Subscriptions payable in advance, and all Correspondence
to be addressed to •
The Queen's Own Gazette,
The Barracks, Maidstone
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S U P P L E M E N T TO T H E Q U E E N ’S O W N G A Z E T I E ,

jfjga * * '

December, J897.

FIGHTING

ON

THE

INDIAN

FRONTIER,

Through the couitesy of the Editor of the Graphic we are enabled lo present our ieriers with this copy of the illustration which appeared in that paper
■on 13th Nuve 11'oer, 1897, showing the 1st Battalion Royal West Kent Regiment attaching the village of Git on 30th September, 1S97. The details of the
action are fully described in our columns.
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