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A M O N T H L Y HECOHD OF K E G IM FN T A L DOINGS,
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THE
No. 239.
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(ROYAL WEST

MAIDSTONE, 1st APRIL, 1895,
PROM OTIONS & APPOINTMENTS.
Ilfgimcntiil <§alette.

1 st B A T T A L IO N .
L ce .- S ergts S. B rew , W. A rn old , A. R ogers, J. H ills,
p ro m o ted S ergean t, 6th F eb.
Oorpls. J M a tth ew s, J. B lou n t, J. B o w m a n , A. N eigh b ou r,
app oin ted L a n c e S ergean t, 20th F eb.
L ce - C o rp ls. L. R eu b en s, H. M ason, W. Parks, p r o m o te d
Corporal, 6th F eb.
P riv a tes a p p o in t e d L a n c e - C o r p o r a l: —
J. R eev es, 11th Feb., E. B aker, T. G a d n ey , 15th Feb.
2 nd B A T T A L IO N .
Sergt. J. S harp, p r o m o t e d Oolour-Sergt., 19th M arch.
DEPOT.
O.R. Sergt. W. R. G ilb u r d g r a n te d ran k o f Q u a rterm aster
Sergt., 7th M arch .
3 rd B A T T A L IO N .
Lt. C. D. I. G a r d in e r r e sig n s h is C o m m is sio n , 27th Feb.
*,L t. W. O.F. S e r g e a n t r e s ig n s h is C o m m issio n , 13th Mar.
Fredk. W. B. W illet, Gent., to be n d Lieut., lath Mar.
1st V O L U N T E E R B A T T A L IO N .
2nd L ieut. O. G ib b s to b e Lieut., 27th Feb.
2n d V O L U N T E E R B A T T A L IO N .
L ieu t M. C. M a tt h e w s to b e Capt.. 1-ith M arch.

BATTALION CORRESPONDENCE.
Dear Mr. Editor,—
The first event of note-worthy importance
since the last communication from the 1st Battn.
was the inspection of the regiment by the General
officer commanding, which annual bustle was suc
cessfully raised on the 11th and 12th February,
l’
he inspection was entirely a satisfactory one, and
tile C.O, was able, on its conclusion, to communi
cate to the battalion the General’
s extreme pleasure
at the high state of efficiency in which he bad found
tiie corps in every respect, the state of the regimen
tal institutes especially eliciting his unqualified
commendation.
tin lGth February the officers of the regiment
were “At Home ” to their friends, a paper-chase
beiiu
'gthe occasion, this being preceded by a lunch,
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to which about 150 sat down about 2 p.m,, the hour
for the commencement of the ‘
chase’having been
fixed for 4 o’
clock.
The guests appeared to appreciate their hosts’
hospitality in a sufficiently gratifying manner, so
much that it appeared doubtful whether the paperchase, for which we were ostensibly gathered to
gether would take place before the dinner-hour !
At length, however, the charms of coffee-hous
ing were allowed to sink into obeyance, and a start
was made over the preliminary hurdles about 4.30.
p.m., our hard-riding Adjutant leading the way as if
he had had a large assortment of spare necks in his
pocket.
The course, an excellent one, had been laid out
by Mr. Golding, and consisted of fourteen made
fences, and about the same number of natural
obstacles, the former being chiefly hurdles and
water, the la't r banks, w.ta ditches on one or
both sides. 'lhere was a certain amount of grief
during the run, a fairly lofty bank with a ditch on
either side, accounting for a map of the countr}7on
the back of more than one hard-riding sportsman.
We do not know, by the same token, how the
‘
thruster ’over the hurdles, alluded to above, es
caped a toss over this, for we wer’
e just behind him,
and saw his horse hit the top hard, a fall only beingjust saved by his mount’
s good shoulders, and his
own extraordinary agility.
After many a moving incident of a similar
nature, the paper led us back to the mess, where
under the mellowing influence of champagne and
other useful ‘lotions,’all the fences were jumped
over again, nor did they lose their height or formid
able character in the retrospect !
On the 23rd February the Begiment played a
cricket match with the 5th Dragoon Guards, and
administered a severe defeat to that corps, the totals
of the sides being respectively 246, and 97. Lieut.
Bush played a magnificent innings of 154 runs,
without giving a single chance.
Major Evans
played sound first-class cricket for 62—these two
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1 together entirely breaking the bowling, and afford
ing a great deal of exercise to the field, who did not
! seem to appreciate their efforts.
The Race Week here has just come to its con
clusion, the place being rather more crowded on this
occasion than we ever recollect to have seen it
before. The racing was, according to those whose
opinion is of value, of first-class character, the
handicapping being especially clever.
Amongst the visitors during the race week was
Major Wintour. who had escaped for the time from
his staff duties at Fyzabad. He was looking ex
ceedingly fit and well; we were all delighted to see
him again, and hope that his next visit may be at
no very distant date.
To-morrow D and F Companies under Captain
Lowe, leave Meerut at 4 a.m., for the first march
to Delhi, to relieve Capt. Itowe and B and C Com
panies, who have been quartered there for the past
six months. The unhappy writer of the above lines
accompanies the former body of men, and as the
hour is now midnight, you. Mr. Editor, will be
spared any further deciphering of his alleged illegi ble hand !
Meerut, Mar. 7th.
I s t B attn. C orrespondent.
A lth ough we feel sure that d u rin g our correspon d en t’
s
absence at D elhi his literary w ork will be ably carried on, we
shall m uch m iss his sporting, and sportive, articles. W e have
had no difficulty in deciph erin g his letters, but even had we found
any, sh ou ld have th ou gh t them v ell worth the trouble.— E ditor

DEPOT
—

<F=— J

FOOTBALL,
J

----- *=*»-----

v H astings A thletic —Played on March 13th, in
beautiful weather on the Central Recreation Ground,
Hastings. There was a large number of spectators.
Some delay occurred before the kick off, owing to
the late appearance of one or two of the home team.
The visitors started the ball from the South Terrace
end, and they quickly sent the ball behind.
Chiefly by some tricky play by Hemmings the
other end was reached. A long free kick for hands
brought the leather over the half way line, but
Craze distinguished himself with s o m e neat tack
ling. Hadden next came into notice in midfield,
the vigour on the whole Athletic front line being
well maintained.
Whillier put the ba'l over his
: head into the goal-keeper’
s hands, and then the
: Soldiers’right put in a sharp run ending in a corner
This one and a second proved futile, and a swift
grounder sent in by Gilburd hit the post, but a
I ttle later the ball was rushed it into the net. In
the continuing struggle both sides put in some ex
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cellent work. Foralittle while the visitors attacked,
and then hostilities were transferred to theotherend
Down to the Town Hall goal and back again proved
the order, and in the latter run Haddon overrun
when he had an easy opening. Another corner to
the leaders gave no advantage, and two free kicks
to the Athletic got the leather to the opposite
citadel and in a smart tussel Hadden kicked and
the ball went off an opponent into the net.
The
exchanges now became faster, and the excitement
of the crowd increased correspondingly.
The
soldiers made several more attcks, but Slaughter
kept the ball out. At half time the score was still
one goal all.
After the change of ends all the men in the field
showed to best advantage. The defence of the
regimentals was sorely taxed, a general melee taking
place almost under the bar. The Athletic were on
the aggressive for some minutes. Bond’
s hard kick
ing contributing not a little. Corporal Spearing
was continually forcing away, and was greatly
helped by the backs. The best shot sent in was by
Pearch, a cross kick from near the goal line. It
hit the upright on the inside and was punched out,
A cordial round of applause was given the hard
working player. By way of variation now West
Kent looked like adding to their score, but a corner
kick went behind. In a subsequent effort Craze’
s
tackling upset calculations. Play of a most even
description in midfield occupied a little time. The
Athletic then opened fire and peppered the visitors’
citadel, but had very hard luck in shooting, while
Spearing was equal to all emergencies. The backs,
too, headed effectually. This attack was sustained
for several minutes. Give and take play, chiefly
in the Regiment’
s district, was broken by a break- .
away by the soldiers, Sergeant Murphy sending in
a fine long shot. Other similar attempts came, the
homesters seeming to momentarily relax their
efforts. Waking up and making a tremendous
spurt Whillier put on goal number two amidst
great cheering. Honours in the remaining ex
changes ruled even, and when the whistle sounded
Hastings had won by two goals to one.
[Argus.
v Inyicta, March 27th.—The match with the
Invicta was looked forward to with no little amount
of interest, as they had gone to great lengths in
getting u very strong team together, and as events
turned out they succeeded in turning the tables on
us.
Playing with a strong wind the Invicta had »
trifle the best of the game during the first halt and
succeeded in putting on three goals while the
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Depot was unable to break through their defence,
on more than one occasion a score seemed certain
but the efforts were failures.
On crossing over the Depot pressed severely but
want of cohesion lost them much ground. They
had no difficulty in keeping their opponents within
bounds but failed in front of goal, and as they
could not score retired defeated by 3 goals to nil.
This is the first defeat the Depot has experienced
in League fixtures and considering the strength of
their opponents by the inclusion of several Maid
stone first eleven men, they should not be dis
heartened by one defeat in Maidstone.
y T onbridge, Mar. 23rd.—Although playing several
Reserves the Depot came off victorious at Tonbridge by a goal to nil.
A result the state of the
game did not altogether justify, as although the
play was very even in the first half, during the
second the Depot were compelled to play on the
defensive during the greater part of the time,
thanks however to Corpl. Spearing’
s splendid saves
aided by others, the Tonbridge eleven were never
able to get on terms.
v E ccles—At Eccles, and won by the Depot by 3
goals to one.
Eccless were the first to score and
the possibility of their winning put fresh life into
the Depot team who put on 3 goals in succession.
The result of the match places the Depot at the
winning post in the race for the Maidstone League
Cup and Medals ; everyone is pleased at the
result, and we offer our congratulations.
Our
budding poets have been already at work, but we
regret we are unable to accept any verses bearing on
football doings.

DEPOT

NOTES.

GA ZETTE

1139

each.

The results were :
Depot
Volun
Billiards
2
0
Crib.
1
2
25’
s
2
0
Dominoes
1
1
Draughts
1
2
Whist
2
1

9
6
The games were keenly contested and were such
as to cement the true feeling already existing
between the Volunteer N.C.O.’
s and the Line.
Colour-Sgt. Cogger on behalf of sergeants of the
Maidstone Companies during the evening handed
to Sgt,-Major Barrow with appropriate remarks, a
photograph of themselves taken at Aldershot in the
summer of 1894.
Sgt.-Major Barrow warmly thanked the givers,
and those present showed their appreciation in a
manner which left no doubt as to the warm recep
tion of the gift.
The photo itself is a most
excellent one.
1st

b a t t a l io n j o t t in g s .

Lce-Corpl. Winstanley and Pte. Bowsher have
obtained 3rd class certificates of education.
Pte.AY.Mussonhas been permitted tore-engage
to complete 21 years’service.
Ptes. AY. Lynds, J. Jones, A. Seamons, and F.
Pearce have been appointed Pioneers.
Corpl. AY. Sonnenberg has been appointed Band
Corporal.

The pre-eminent subject has of course been the
Dance, given by the members of the Sergeants’
Boy H. Maslin has been appointed Drummer.
Mess, on 15th March, in commemoration of St.
Patrick’
s day, and it in no way fell short of its pre
Boys T. Payne, J. McGraue. and E. Williams
decessors. The committee consisted of Sgt.-Major
A. Barrow, President, Sgt.-Major Jackson, Q.M.S. have been appointed Bandsmen.
Cross, Sgt.-Istr. M. Henderson, Colour-Sgt.
Drier. Harris has been appointed Bandsman.'
Audsley, Chapman, and Hurley, Sergts. Pease,
Murphy, and Gotten, and they worked undefatigGood conduct pay has been granted to the under
Rbly in the interests of the guests, who were tripping
named
as follows :—
from 8.30 p.m. to 4 a.m. next morning.
At 2d : Lce-Corpls. J. Crawley, AY. McKay, J.
On the 28th ulto. the Sergeants were in com Beeves, J. AValsh ; Ptes. E. Griffiths, W. Jeffry,
petition with the Sergts, of A. B. and E. Cos., 1st C. Style, J. Bennett, AY, Bailey, AV. Fox, A. Wells,
*°T Battalion in various games and in the result T. Crampton, J. Gregory, T. Ball, E. AYeeden, J.
"ol1 the rubber, the two previous contests ending Sales, H. Bush, and J. Yallins.
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At Id. : Pts. W. Chapman, Wr. Varnfield,
Varnfield W. Riley, J. Myers, W. Nelson, A. Arork,
and E. Waite.

ing themselves entitle as next-of-kin should be
addressed to the Under Secretay of State, War
Office, London.

The return received shows that the Battalion
lost 6 by death during the month of February but
| details are not to be had for insertion on the last
! page of the Gazette.
[Ed.]

The Editor begs to acknowledge the receipt of
10s. from Miss H. Chads, a donation for Pensioner
Barrow, for whom we inserted an appeal last month.
The amount has been supplimented by 10s. from
the Editor and forwarded to Pensioner Barrow,

.

2™ BATTALION JOTTINGS.
Lce.-Corpl. Clayton reverted to Private at his
own request.
Good conduct pay has been granted as follows:—
At Id. : Pte. C. Barton, J. Cook.
Restored 2d. : Pte. H. Buss.
Restored Id. : Pte. W. Thom, W. WEte.
Colour-Sergt, Hardy, Sergts. W. Neighbour and
C. Beckhuson, with Ptes. J. Connor, W. Dawson,
A. Summerhayes, R. Brown, E. Lane and J.
Murphy have joined the Battalion from Gosport.
Pte. G. Tutt has proceeded to Devonport to join
his elder brother in the 15th Coy. li,A.
CIr-Sgt Deacon has given up the Colours and re
verts to Sergeant at his own request.
.•/

2nd-Lieut P. Hastings has proceeded to the
School of Musketry, Hythe, to join a class : ColourSgt. J. Hardy also proceeded. Sgt. Tippingrejoined
from Hythe and we' hear he has been successful.
Pte. H. Hodgkiss has gone to Newry to undergo
a course of instruction in Gymnastics.*i
W7e have great pleasure in announcing that the
Regimental Dinner of the 1st and 2nd Battalion
j (50th & 97th) will take place on Thursday, 13th
i June, at the Grand Hotel.
The latest list of “Soldiers’Balances U 11i claimed ” contains the name of Alfred Charles
! Wheatley, who died on the 29th June, leaving
! assets value £31 lGs, Id..
This man was born at East Wickham, Kent,
about August, 18G2, and enlisted at Woolwich in
October, 1886. Applications from persons suppos-

i

DISTRIBUTION OF THE VOLUNTEER
SERVICE MEDALS.

LONG

By the kind permission of the Rev. Dr. Wood,
there was a special parade in the grounds of Tonbridge School on Saturday afternoon, of the C Co.
of the 1st Yol. Battalion Royal West Kent Regt.,
for the purpose of distributing the Long Service
Medals to those men of the company entitled to
them, and considerable interest was taken in the
proceedings.
The men of C Company who mustered in full
strength, and turned out with creditable smartness,
were under the command of Captain C. E. Warner,
Messrs. H. A. Beeching and Johnson.
Colonel Bayly, commanding the 50th Regi
mental District had undertaken to present the
medals, and he was received on the ground with I
the usual ‘General Salute,’whilst amongst other
notable personages assembled to meet him were
Colonel Henderson, commandant of the Battn.,
Captain H. Mann (adjutant), Col. Hipper, li.E.,
C. Fitch Kemp, Esq., D.L., J.P., (who wore the
uniform of a Deputy Lieutenant), Capt Down, J.P.,
the Rev. C. G. Baskerville (vicar of Tonbridge), I
and G, D. Warner (clerk to the Tonbridge justices) 1
etc.
Accompanied by Captains Mann and Warner,
Col Bayly, after the General Salute, proceeded to
inspect C Company and the Cadet Corps, (the regi
ments having been previously drawn up into line),
and pr< sentedthe medals.
Colonel Bayly next proceeded to address the
Volunteers, and in the course of some well-chosen
observations, he said it had given him great plea- I
sure to present those Long Service medals, which I
her most gracious Majesty had been pleased to
grant to those members of the Volunteer Corps who
had completed 20 years efficient services, as a mark
of her approbation and appreciation of their valuable
services. The volunteer force deserved the great
est thanks the country could give them, for were it
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not for them, Great Britain would be obliged to fol
low the system carried on in continental countries,
and either resort to conscription or some other
means of obtaining military service.
It was the
bounden duty of every Briton to be ready to help
his country in time of need, and the volunteers had
prepared themselves for the time of emergency, but
if it were not for their patriotism, England would
long ago have had to double her standing army.
The 1st Volunteer Battn., Royal West Kent Regt.
had a very high character. Indeed they had as high
a character as any volunteer regiment of the coun
try, and they were always ready to turn out when
required. They at all times produced a first-rate
muster, and what was more they were in a most
efficient state. Last year the battalion went to
Aldershot, and this year they were going to the
Ashford manoeuvres, where he hoped to have the
opportunity of inspecting them, and he had no
doubt that they would fully uphold the high
character they had always borne. Before conclud
ing, he felt that he must also congratulate the
School Cadet Corps upon their extremely smart
appearance.
Mr. C. Fitch Kemp, D,L.. J.P., said at the re
quest of Capt. Warner, and by the kind permission
of Colonel Bayly, he desired to say a few words on
that very interesting occasion. Colouel Bayly had
addressed to them some very valuable remarks as
to the high position the volunteers held in the ser
vice of the Queen, and they were undoubtedly a
body of men who sacrificed their time and leisure,
and gave up many of the enjoyments of life in order
to discharge a patriotic duty, and he would not
hesitate to say that there was no body of men who
deserved so well of their fellow-countrymen as did
that body, which was originally designated the
Kitie Volunteers.
The volunteers undoubtedly
learnt many good thingsthatwouldhelp them along
the path of life—namely, discipline, self-control,
and how to do their duty, and many of them proba
bly often fell that the drill which they went through
made them move along a little more smartly, and
made them more favourably presentable to those
whom all soldiers loved—the ladies (laughter). In
early days the volunteers were not quite so much
considered as they should have been by the Goveniment, but lately their services had been more fully
^cognised, and the general equipment of the
v°lnuteers was now much better. [Kentish Journal.
A B & F C ompanies.
A pleasing function took place at the Barracks,
Maidstone, on Wednesday, Colonel Bayly distnbu-
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ting medals to some twenty members of the above
companies for having served twenty years and up
wards in the Volunteer Forces.
The members of the companies assembled at
their headquarters, the Bell Hotel, Week-street, at
5.30., and headed by the band, conducted by Band
master Berry, marched direct to the Barracks,
where they were inspected by Colonel Bayly,
and who then pinned to the breast of each
volunteer (some of whom appeared in their plain
clothes), who had served twenty years, a medal in
recognition of his services.
Addressing the regiment generally, Col. Bayly
said it gave him great pleasure to attend and pre
sent the long service medals to those member of
the volunteer regiment who had served 20 or more
years, which her most gracious Majesty had been
pleased to grant them, The West Kent volunteers
had always been most efficient, and had always
been able to turn out in very strong musters when
ever they had been required. They were equal to
any other regiment in the volunteer forces. Their
efficiency in musketry, he was pleased to hear, was
very good, and he hoped this year they would again
have no third-class shots, and would have more
first’
s.
The Mayor (G. F. Baker, Esq.), in making a
few remarks said it gave him great pleasure to be
present and see the long service medals distributed.
The officers present included Major Piue, Cap
tains Mann. Tootell, and Smith,
jK e n t Times j .
Want of space has caused to curtail these accounts
which we would have liked to publish in full, to
gether with the recipients names.— [Lp.J
,2nd

battalion

football,

We have succeeded in obtaining the following
account of tie in 5th round of the Army Cup, bin 1
unable to state from what paper it was taken.
V Royal Artillery—The tie for this cup was played
at the An field ground, 14th March, and attracted a
large gathering. Mr. Barclay, at the request of
the Army Football Association, made all arrange
ments for the reception of visitors. The Hoyal
Artillery kicked off, and some rapid exchanges ensued
Some splendid long kicking was endulged in byPhillips, who rep atedly saved his charge from the
onslaught of the West Kent men. Ott was seen in
a splendid run, but was nicely pulled up. A corner
fell to the “Artillery,”which, on being taken was
landed near to the goal mouth, Parker saving
heroically, but in a severe struggle .Hanna was j
successful in getting the ball into the net. The j
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game now was of a very fast nature, Phillips again
stepping into the breach, Hanna running the ball
over the line, A corner was taken by West Kent,
but nothing resulted. Williams went away in a
spirited dash, but was nicely pulled up by Spooner.
A foul was taken by Phillips, but was immediately
returned by Bass. The lioyal Artillery continued
to press to their utmost, and splendid exhibitions
were given by Hogg, Hanna, and Jardine. From a
throw-in the Artillery’
s goal was subjected to a
severe bombardment, Phillips relieving the danger
by a long “punt,” while Williams and Fletcher
took np the running, Williams’shot going wide of
the mark, M’
Gregor passed the leather into mid
field, H ogg sending into the West Kent’
s quarters,
arid Bass relieving in a splendid stjde. Spooner
evoked the hearty applause of the spectators by
dexterously eluding Kinnan in a splendid dribble.
Williams went away like the wind, and on passing
to Hanna this player transferred the ball to Jardine,
but Bass skipped nimbly into the breach and again
affected a brilliant save for his side. Jardine got
away beautifully and soon out-distanced his fellows,
but on approaching the precincts of the goal he got
excited and missed his kick, M’
Gregor ultimately
took place in
relieving. Another hot
the West Kent’
s goal, but Parker proved equal to
emergencies. Hogg lifted the ball into the air but
relieved with a huge kick. Jardine missed another
chance by kicking outside. Half-time result, lioyal
Artillery, 1 goal ; 2nd West Kent nil.
On the teams turning round the players went
away at a very v arm pace.
Soon after commenc
ing Hanna scored the second goal for his side.
Jardine centered the ball, but Williams mulled the
chance of scoring by kicking outside. The West
Kent men were vociferously cheered for gallantly
invading the quarters of the lioyal Artillery, and
making a splendid effort to get the ball past lleilly,
but it was of no avail, not even the swiftest and
most difficult placed shot could be got past him.
He soon proved his worthiness of the title of a
brilliant goalkeeper by getting the ball through a
host of players. Fietcher got the ball into the net
but was ruled off-side. Hanna scored the third
goal. Filial result, lioyal Artillery, 3 goals ; 2nd
West Kent, 1 goal.
(lo tbc Cbitor of “ cbc Queen’s
®ton” 6npttc,I
Dear Mr. Editor,—

For the last 4 years I have taken great interest
in the football team of the Queen’
s Own.
I have
. noade several journeys to see them play and I -went
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specially to Aldershot from Shorncliffe to see the
final for the Army Cup 2 years ago, and I returned
rejoicing for the “B lu es” had won.
May I
venture therefore without further apology to give
you my impressions of the tie recently played at
Anfield, Liverpool, between The Queen’
s Own and
K.A., Porsmouth. It is no use disguising the fact,
your team is no longer what is was.
Most of the
players are the same, but there the resemblance to
the “Blues ”of two and three years ago ends. I
assure you it was quite sad to me to see the falling
off. I was prepared to cheer, but I found myself
constantly reverting to the team I knew at Shorn
cliffe and thinking what has become of the dash,
the combination, the cleverness, and the shooting
which I had learnt to admire so much. Had the
team that appeared for K’
A., Portsmouth, at Liver
pool the other day, played the Queen’
s Own as I
knew them, I venture to say that they simply
wouldn’
t have had a look in. Jjet me in as few
words as possible try and point out in what particu
lars your regimental team appears to have
deteriorated. First of all there was a great lack
of dash, the forwards when they got the ball didn’
t
seem to know what to do with it. They passed
back, they played with the ball, and as often as not
they lost it. They didn’
t go on. Now and again
for a moment or two there was a glimpse of
the old form and then it died away. The whole of
the team too, with the exception perhaps of Sergt.
Bass, seemed to have lost that control over the
ball that they used to possess in such a marked
degree. The half back line, that used to be so
showy and clever, struck me as particularly weak,
one man and one alone reminded me of the old
form and that was Sergt. Bass. I watched him
closely and he responded to every call admirably.
To sum up, lack of dash and determination in the
front rank, weakness in the halfback line, and want
of cleverness with the ball everywhere, were to my
very great regret the characteristics of the play of
the Queen’
s Own in the match under notice. Can
nothing sir he done to remedy this and to r.store
the brilliant forui of two years ago. The regiment
has no more hearty well wisher than myself and 1
trust sincerely that it- will not be long before the
Army Cup is restored to the keeping of the
“Blues.”
Yours truly.
S. H. L ynn. L t. -Colonel.
We hope that a change of station for the 2nd
Battalion will speedily remedy the weak points our
correspondent refers to, and we thank him for his
i E d ito r .
kindly interest in the Queen’
s Own.
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VOLUNTEER INTELLIGENCE.
------ -I-------

2nd

V ol .

B attn.

The prizes won during the year 1894 by the
members K Company were distributed in the
presence of a large audience at the Assembly liooms
Old Charlton, which was very tastefully decorated
with flags and flowers, on Thursday, 7th ulto., by
Colonel Graham, V.I). The annual report, pre
sented by Major Geo. H. Graham, commanding the
detachment, stated that at the close of the official
year the enrolled strength was 102, of whom 95
were efficient, whilst in musketry the figure of merit
was 206’
26, the best in the battalion (cheers).
The marksmen numbered 25, and of third class
shots there were none. Private Edwards was the
best shot in the battalion. Taking all things into
consideration the past year’
s work had been very
satisfactory. A capital vocal and instrumental
concert preceded and followed the presentation.
The annual dinner of the sergeants was held at
Head quarters on Saturday. Col. Bristow, V.D.,
Lieut.-Col. Satterthwaite, Lieut-Col. Frigout, Y.D.
Surgeon Capt. Boberts, Capt. and Adjt. Bavenbill,
Major Graham, Capts. Lemon, Shore, Pembroke,
and Match ant, Lieuts. Lovibond, Dinwiddy, and
Pembroke were present. Special interest attached
to the occasion, it being the first that the sergeants
have been able to hold their dinner in their own
mess. It was made further intere.-ting by the pre
sentation of testimonials to several sergeants who
had retired after 10 years membership of the mess.
The usual loyal toast having been drunk, Col.
Bristow, in replying to the toast of his health,
spoke of the great pleasure it gave him to be present,
and said that these meetings promoted a great deal
of good feeling between officers and sergeants. At
the instance of the chairman, Sergt.-Major Parsons,
Col. Bristow then presented testimonials to ColourSergts. Graham, Hollis, Waetzig, Band-Sergt.
Buiifo'd, Colqur-Sergt. and Assistant Sergt.-Instr.
Bird, Colour-Sergts. Martin and li. \V. Smith.
Quartemiaster-Sergts. Phippen and Pierpoint,
Colour-Sergts. Langford and Orchard. Sergt.MajorLight, Sergt.-Instr. Prideaux, Sergt. Barham,
Wells, McDonald, and Behenna are also entitled to
receive testimonials, but were unavoidably absent.
Lieut.-Cols. Satterthwaite, Frigout, and SurgeonC:ipt. Boberts also expressed their pleasure at being
present.
Songs, recitations, &c., were given
during the evening,, which proved to be most
enjoyable.
[Kentish Mercury,
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Commenting on a circular letter recently
addres to influential residents in the Metropolis,
the Morning Post remarks that it doubtless would
be an excellent thing for civilian employers of
labour to set aside a certain proportion of vacancies
for old soldiers, but that they are scarcely likely to
do so unless an example is first set them by the
various departments of the public service.
Of the truth of this there cannot be the least
doubt, but naturally many difficulties lie in the way
when any proposal of this nature is made.
Apart from politics, any government inaugurating
such a change must consider, besides the vested
interests, so called, of those who have served long
and well in a public office, and who think that on
that account they have a claim upon the depart
ment for billets for their sons, or a rise for
themselves, that have the numerous and powerful
tradesunion to be reckoned with.
The latter argue, in the interests of their mem
bers, that all work under government should be
open, and that to reserve any proportion of it for
soldiers alone would be interfering with the rights
of the general public, especially of the particular
trade they repre»ent.
This argument however is
manifestly unfair on their part.
Firstly, because
soldiers, having already served a long apprentice
ship in the service of the state, and that not in the
most remunerative part of it h ive, if their conduct
has be good, clearly qualified tin mstlves to remain
in the public service, even though in the interests
of the latter it is desirable to employ them in some
other way than with the colours of a regiment.
And secondly, this feeling on the part of the tradesunions is unjust, and opposed to their own practice,
as the records of any strike, with its piequets to ;
prevent the employment of ‘
blacklegs,’that is, of '
all men who do not belong to their union, will show.
It is probable that when the mind of the civilian
public has grown accustomed to the idea of a more
extended employment of old soldiers in public
oflices and departments, the difficulties in the way
will disappear, and certainty, instead of uncertainty
of work for an old soldier of good character can be
promised to every recruit, as a prospect for his
future. May that day come soon ?
One of the surviving officers who served with the
50th liegt. at the battle of Punniar, Dec. 29th,
1843, died on Monday last in Capt. Benjamin
Grey Mackenzie, yet another victim to infinknza.
The deceased joined the 50th in 1836, and in
1849 was promoted to a captaincy in the 59th
liegt. from which he retired forty years ago.
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A RECRUITING SERGEANT’S LAMENT,
Applicants rolling up day by day,
Very near all of ’
em sent away
Ideas they have are so awfully crude,
Make the recruiter get sometimes rude.
Their yarns, and their looks, such a patent sham,
There’
s not enough vent in a great big D—n
To ease his chest, so he sits like a Sphinx,
And of yarns, and their truth, w ell!he thinks, he thinks
Some of them boys, and some of them men
W ho’
ve served, and want easy times over again,
Cursing then- luck, and the hour and the day,
And the twenty-one ‘
quid ’that enticed them away.
Oh !if the old Colors again I could serve,
I’
d bust every Johnny w ho’
d mention Reserve.
That will do, I can’
t take you, your appearance, and more
(Your words) would infer you have served before.
Nine recruits one day there came,
The first was big, but his foot was lame.
The next had a chest like a great big horse,
But he was blind in one eye, of course !
The third was a smart 'un “In the Guards I goes,”
But he didn’
t: his veins were varicose.
Number four, my spirits he seemed to cheer—
They were damped worse than ever— he couldn’
t hear.
Three came from a ‘doss-house,’I sent ’
em away,
And left only two who would seem to pay.
When I got to the station why !one had sloped.
And the little one passed, the least I ’
d hoped.
Oh! please sir, will you take my son, he’
s only one of three,
The other two are doing well, but Freddy can,t, you see
H e’
s tried his hand at everything, but all has turned
Out blanks,
So he’
ll do for a soldier, if you’
ll take him sir, with
thanks.
His character is very good, he goes to Sunday school,
He doesn’
t drink, nor smoke, nor yet with minxes play the
fool.
Yes, if I c >uld, I would, dear ma’
am, I'd do my level best.
But as he i., Lcant, dear ma’
am, he hasn’
t got a chest.
A youth applied to me one day, and wanted to take on.
The skinniest, longest, thinnest card, I ’
ve e’
er set eyes
upon.
His age 18, his length 6 feet, his chest just twenty-one.
An animated tent-pole, and his weight not seven stone.
I answered him (ironic like) that he’
d much better go
As a freakfora drawn-out infant, and exhibit at Baraum ’
s
Show ;
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As his only chance for the army was, to Enfield quickly
plod,
And try to enlist as a <103 calibre clearing-rod.
At the door a loud rat-tat,
Enter a swell with a tall silk hat,
And the cut of his clothes, or else I ’
m a fool,
Bore unmistakable signs of ‘Poole.’
H e’
d that certain indescribable air,
That marks British gentlemen everywhere.
An officer surely ! and not a recruit,
My first impulse was to rise and salute ;
Till he said “Look here Sergeant, just push me thro1
At once, ‘
tis as good as a fiver to you.
But he‘
d answer no questions, so what could I do ?
And reluctantly all the thing fell through.
Still he treated me well, as a gentleman will,
His cigars that I smoked, ah ! I think of them still.
He was a rum ‘
un, and I ‘
m not far from true,
In assuming that gentleman's blood was blue.
These cases I've mentioned are only but few,
For every day brings something new ;
Students of human nature, well !
M any‘
s the tale a recruiter could tell ;
But enough for the present, no more time I ‘
11 spend,
These (undesirables) yarn must end.
E.C.C. R ecruiter.

DEA TH S.
In In d ia , 30'.h Jan., J o h n W alter, s o n o f Pee. W. Uirgs,
1st. B a tta lion , a g e d 6 m on th s.
A t M a id it me, 8th Mar., G e o rg e , th e s o n o f Colnir-Sergt.
G. B ou rn e, Per. Staff, 3rd B itta lio a , a g e d 9 m outh s.
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1 st B A T T A L IO N .
L a n c e S e r g e a n ts p r o m o t e d S e r g e a n ts
W. B v e n d e n a n d H. M oon , 1st M arch.
C o r p o r a ls a p p o in te d L a n c e S ergea n ts.—
W. S e a g e r a n d H. R ogers, 6th M arch.
L a n c e - C o r p o r a ls p r o m o t e d C o r p o r a ls
W. L apharn, 1 st M a r ch ; A. A n d rew s, J. D en ton , W.
Richards, B. Carr, H. M ason , J. G rim es, W. M cK ay, J , W alsh,
C. L a y cock , a n d J. K eu illa d e, 6th M arch.
P riv a tes a p p o in te d L a n c e - C o r p o r a ls :—
A. W ard, E. W ellfare, 2 nd M a rch ; P. M u llen s, D. A llen,
6th M arch ; G. S t o c k w e ll J, B ayfield , 22nd M a rch ; J. L o d g e,
and A. A ck la n d , 26th M arch.
' ,
2 nd B A T T A L IO N .
P riv a te A. J a s s u m
Marcn.

1s t

a p p o in te d , L a n c e - C o r p o r a l, 12th

battalion correspondence.

Dear Mr. Editor,—
Your correspondent from the 1st Battalion
lias sought change of air to Delhi and neighbour
hood, so that till his return there must perforce be
a hiatus in the bijoux of expression and subtlety of
meaning so ably conveyed by his fertile brain and
naming pen.—and your readers must be content to
accept facts in a more cut-and-dried and bald style
of writing.
Fact No. 1 on my list regards the relief of the
detachment at Delhi, which took place between the
dh and 10th of March, The former date marked
the commencement of the march of the relieving
force D and F Companies, commanded respectively
hy Captain Lowe, and Lieutenant Marsh,, and the
latter date that of the departure of B and C Com
panies, under Capts. Lowe and Dalison, for Meerut,
1Lieut. Stewart was also with the relieved force,
w.hile Lieutenants Marshall and Isacke have since
joined for duty at Delhi.
, Cn the 22nd March an excellent variety enter
tainment was given out of doors at night on the
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barrack square (think of that ‘
ye shivering mortals
at home ’ ), under the management of Lieutenant
Middleton, assisted by Band-Sergt, Began, Sergt.
Hunt, Corpl. Welfare, Ptes. Finnegan, Jackson,
and McEnuff, Captain Bowe, the D ’
Albert Troupe,
the Awkward Squad, and last but .not least, the
Band and Drums. The whole show was A.I., and
drew a tremendous crowd, from the highest to the
lowest in the station, ladies being in great -force—
which speaks volumes in itself for the popularity
and good tone of these shows us handed down by
tradition from last summer, as there was absolutely
no touting or advertising done. I have no space
to particularige each member's capital performance,
but I select Mesdames Begana and Huntorina’
s
duet and dance as the greatest novelty of the even
ing.—The Major-General was so fetched that he
then, find there directed his officiating A.A.G. to
ascend the pulpit and announce that he proposed
to offer a championship belt(\\eii weighted) for com
petition amongst step-dancesr, ladies included.
The air is thick with war vaporings! This
Chitral business seems to be going to prove no walk
over. About 20,000 troops are already mobilised,
or under orders to take steps in that direction. The
29th Punjaub Infantry left Meerut last week for the
front,, played out by our band. They are a fine
regiment, and have a grand old man as a Colonel,
so they should make .their mark if they get half a
chance.
Our prospect of going to. the wars may he
reckoned as a minus quantity*, as our role ill the
scheme of dojencs is to do ‘sentry-go ’over turbu
lent Delhi.
The Nauchandi Fair, held about three miles
out, has been an enormous success this year. It
has assumed more*of a native industrial exhibition
than in previous years. Over a thousand horses
and ponies were collected together for sale and ex
hibition. Two afternoons were devoted to a skymeeting, in which the jumping competitions were
particularly interesting. Captain Style took 2nd
prize in the pony jumping competition with Spo‘
White, only being one point behind the winner.
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The break lip for the summer has already com
menced. Capt. Maxwell with 50 odd convalescents
left on the 1st April for Landour, the hill station
near Mussoorie, and Capts. Style and Hewett with
headquarters of ‘A ’and ‘
H ’and details, in all
over 170 men start for Kailana, near our old station
Uhakrata, on the 8th ; 2nd Lieuts. Nunn and Price
accompany this detachment.
The Musketry year for 1894 is completed (the
Indian musketry year begins 1st April and finishes
31st March). G Company for the 3rd time in suc
cession has proved itself the best shooting
Company and won the silver challenge shield on
1 which the marksmen’
s names are to be inscribed.
B Company was a fair second. The names of the
marksmen who do their best to uphold the credit
of their Battalion deserve recording and are as
follow, in order of merit:—
Roll of Marksmen for the year 1894-95.
Coy. Score. Remarks.
Rank and Name.
Sergt. T. Callaghan
G 190 Silver medal
I Clr.-Sergt. T, Sumner
G do,
A do. Silver medal
Pte. H. Johnson
E
189
Corpl. W. Evenden
33
187
Lce-Corpl. G. Hutchison E
Sergt. G. Dibden
G 184
Pte. W. Last
C 179 Silver medal
Pte. J. Picken
A 178
j Ur. C. Newman
B do. Gold medal
1 Pte. J. Nixon
C do.
A 177
Pte. H. Hodge
Pte. W. Woodgate
C do.
Pte. W. Francis
C do.
E do. Silver medal
Sergt. J. George
174
E
Clr.-Sergt. J. Hardy
Sergt. W. Neighbour
H 173 Silver medal
E 171
Pte. A. Ward
B 170 Silver medal
Corpl. J. Healey
Sergt. F. Tench
C do.
E do.
Sergt. W. Roebuck
Pte, F. Gouriet
E do.
Lee.-Corpl. H. Balehin
G 169
Sergt. Y. Whittard
H do.
Corpl. T. Slade
E 168
Pte. A. Chapman
G do.
Pte. B. Griffiths
B 166
Pte, W. Long
B do.
Sergt. S. Drew
C do.
Pte. H. Bush
G do.
j Pte. G. Brooker
C 165
The best shot of each Company has been pre
sented with a silver medal to be worn on the right
breast, while I)r. Newman B Company has won the
i gold medal as best shot in a competition amongst
; the silver medalists.— Sergt. Callaghan who made
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the highest individual score among N.C.O.’
s and
men shooting up the range had unfortunately
started to England on furlough and consequently
could not compete.—It is very pleasing to be able
to record that Lieut. T. P. C. Smith was actually
the best shot of all ranks in the Battalion. The
average for 1894 is 113, only 5 points better than
last year, very disappointing considering all the
time and trouble taken and expenses incurred.
The competition for the Kadir Cup (pig
sticking) has just been completed and won by one
of the Maharajah of Patiala’
s Generals (in H .R .H .s
native army promotion goes by proficiency in polo
and horsemanship only). Lieuts. Marsh and Beresford were our only representatives this year. The
latter won his first heat easily and had the second
well in hand when he sailed into a small but
hidden well, over which his good horse landed him
safely on his head on the far side, receiving, it is
feared, a dislocated or broken shoulder for himself.
Lieut. Marsh ought to pave won the “Pony Hog
Hunters’
Cup,”(a point to point race) on ‘Perhaps’
but true to his nature he must pioneer the rest of
field w7hen he could have come away and won when
he liked, and consequently took headers into a
couple of deep nullahs, the last close to home,
which the rest of the field profiting by his lead
easily avoided; spite of these mishaps he secured
third place.
Lieut. Simpson is already at home and Capt.
Dalison should arrive in a few days, both on six
months general leave. Lieut. Molony gets three
months to England from middle of April and Col.
Brock ditto from 4th May, date of leaving Bombay.
Lieuts. Robinson and Bush are off to Kashuuiir
shortly for three months, we hope they will get
plenty of sport and bring back some good ibex and
markor heads.
Major Western has been officiating A.A.G. at
Meerut since the beginning of March and is likely
to be confirmed in the appointment during the
remainder of Col. Brownlow’
s six months leave.
This billet is no sinecure apparently wher. the war
fiend is on the move.
Touching your appeal in the March number
on behalf of an old pensioner named Charles
Barrow, a letter was received direct by the Colonel
from Major Farrell. Sussex Regt., stating his case,
which was handsomely responded to, subscriptions
amounting to Rs. 326 being collected from the
N.C.O.’
s and men and Rs. 221 from the officers
equalling £29 11s. lid., and an additional £5 h'0111
the canteen, which sums Major Farrell has been
asked to disburse for the old warrior’
s benefit.
1st B attn. ColUiESPONUENT-
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B attalion J ottings .

Bandsman J. Churchill has been appointed
Drummer.
Pte. T. Lodge has been permitted to re-engage
to complete 21 years.
Pte. F. Gouriet has been awarded the medal for
long service and good conduct.
The undernamed have passed examinations for
promotion as follows :—
To Sergeant: Corpls. Newman, Mason, Lemon,
Tapp, and Jackson.
To Corporal: Lce-Corpls, Crawley, Mansfield,
Winstanley, Mills, Wright, Button, Hutchison,
Moore, Lumsden, and Stevens.
The following have obtained 3rd class certificates
of education :—
Lce-Corpls Cork, Joy. Barrow, and Mullens;
Ptea. Allen, Gunner, and Bexley.
Pte. J. Keyte has been appointed Pioneer.
Pte. W. Martin has been permitted to re-engage
to complete 21 years.
Good conduct pay has been granted to the undernamed as follows:—
At 2d: Pte. T. Keen.
At Id. : Ptes. M. Whelan, D. Pretty, J. Close,
J. O’
Connell, F. Robinson, A. Churchill, A. Mumford, J. Lerperniere, Williams, Hide, Blagrove,
Bolton, Hodnett, andF. Wood.
Restored 2d; Pte Francis,
Restored Id. : Ptes Knox, Parr, and Spinks.
Bandsman M. Harris attains the age of 18
years.

2nd

battali on

i ntelli gence .

___ x♦
r___

(LoNDONDEltliY DETACHMENT NOTES).

Musketry has been much interfered with lately
By the boisterous and tempestuous weather. Up
to the present time (24th April), the band and
signallers have fired their annual course ; and also
°ne party of about 80 recuits have fired their
recruits’
course. This party of recruits have done
remarkably well, and as regards results is the best
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party for several years, having made an average of
about 156^ points. D Company commenced firing
to-day, and the second party of recruits about 90
strong also commenced their musketry drill to-day.
’
Tis an ill wind that blows no one any good,
and though perhaps the band has been chafing at
the bad weather, and the consequent hindrances to
the completion of their musketry course, yet those
at Derry have to thank the bad weather for keeping
them here, as we have had their services on
Sundays. However, now that they have returned
to headquarters, we look forward to being enlivened
again by our detachment drums, who have lately
been having a comparative rest, though Corporal
O’
Shea has kept them well in practice in the
barrack-room.
The sergeants of the garrison gave a most
successful and most enjoyable dance in the
recreation-room on the evening of the 22nd March.
The rooms were, as usual, very nicely decorated,
the supper and refreshments were most excellent,
the music, which was provided by part of the
Artillery Militia Band, was all that could be desired,
and all the arrangements were most admirably
carried out by the hard-working committee.
Great regret and sympathy were universally
felt in ELringtou Barracks for Mr and Mrs Beck on
hearing of the death of their eldest daughter, which
sad event took place on April 8th. Miss Beck was
well known, as she has so ably assisted her father
in his duties as steward of the grocery canteen.
The funeral took place on Wednesday, April 10th,
at the cemetery, and was attended by many of the
N.C.O’
s. and men of the West Kent and Royal
Artillery.
The pall bearers consisted of six
corporals of the West Kent. There were a great
many wreaths sent by sympathising friends, among
them being one very pretty one Sent by the
married woman of the detachment and of the
Royal Artillery at Elrington Barracks, and one by
the District Staff, Royal Artillery.
We regret to have to record another death
which took place at Elrington Barracks on Easter
Sunday, April 14th. We refer to that of Mrs Bass,
wife of Sergeant-Master-Cook W. E. Bass, with
whom we feel sure that the deepest sympathy is
felt by everybody connected with the battalion.
The funeral was attended by nearly all the married
people in barracks, both of the detachment and
also of the Royal Artillery, also by many of the
N.C.O’
s. and men. The pall bearers were six
sergeants of the West Kent. There were many j
beautiful wreaths which testified to the deep respect
in which Mrs Bass was held, one very handsome
one being sent by the married women of the
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peared for the first time this season, in these parts
at any rate, and with Sergt. Bass, and Lieutenant
Druce, did great deeds.— The result was 5 goals
to 0.
The final tie between ‘
A ’and ‘D ’
was expected
to be very close, and in fact the game was very well
contested all through, and form of a high order dis
played. What was especially pleasing was the fact
that the methods employed in Derry and district,
and indeed elsewhere, in cup tie matches, found no
favour.
This is more especially pleasing, as that
kind of thing is sometimes catching : let our young
players note that no one who can’
t play fair, even
when playing against men who dont, will ever turn
into a good player— the game is a game and not a
bear fight.
As to the game itself it was obvious that the
Derry team was in better practice, owing no doubt
to the fact that the field here is so much better than
the Enniskillen ground. There was much fine in
dividual play, especially by the two M’
Gregors ; but
combination was rare and unequal.
‘
D ’showed
up much better in this respect, hence their victory
bv 2 to 0.
As a wind up to the season, a six-a-side tourna
ment among the companies at Derry, was played
on Good Friday.—
1st Round.
F ootball at L ondon derby.
E Co. 2nd
Band 1st
... beat ...
The following ties in the Inter-Company Com
F
E
Co.
„
petition were played off here as follow :
Band ,,
March 2 5 th ...... - ... E Co. y. H Co.
H Co. „
,, 2 7 th ..............
,. y. D Co.
2nd Round.
,, 30th ...
D
Co. v. A Co.
E Co. 1 s t .......b e a t .........Band
1st
The last was the final tie, A Co. travelling from
D
„
„ .... H Co.
„
i Enniskillen to play.
Without entering too much into details, which
Final.
j would take up too much of your valuable space, it
E Co. 1 s t....... b e a t .........D Co. 1st
must at least be noticed that the standard of play
The winning team consisted of—goal, Private
was very much higher than last year at this period,
Parker
; backs, Lieut Burbury, and Pte Porter;
: and this was noticeable even among those who were
forwards,
Ptes. Canty, Smith, and Ashdown.
I not members either of the 1st or 2nd regimental
The
entrance
was 2s. 6d. per team, the proceeds
! teams. May this improvement be maintained !
being
invested
in
silver medals, which were pre
E Co. y. c H ’proved a very close contest, extra
j time being played : the result being that ‘
E ’won sented to the winning team by Mrs. Beeching.
“Qua L ondondeuuy C okbespondent.’
! by 2 goals to 1. The most noticeable for ‘E ’were
Clr-Sergt Sharp, Ptcs Parker, Canty, and Ashdown.
For 1H,’Lieutenant Hope, Corpl Yates, and Pte
2sjd battalion correspondence.
Cooper,
‘E ’v. ‘
I V — Owing to Clr-Sergt Sharp having
(E nniskillen N otes ).
Dear Mr. Editor,—
the misfortune to fall anrl dislocate his shoulder, in
As the ancient Israelites found it im
the first five minutes this match, which promised
a good fight, practically was a very easy win for‘
D,’ possible to make bricks without straw', so I
who thus qualified for the final against the crack experience the same difficulty in constructing copy
team from headquarters.
Corpl. Richardson ap- without news.
detachment and of tbe Royal Artillery at Elrington
Barracks. There was also one given by the
sergeants of the garrison, and one by the corporals
of the garrison.
Polo has not yet commenced here regularly. A
few members of the club have occasionally been
practising in the afternoons, but as yet no games
have been played.
(Jacket has already commenced on the Recrea
tion Field, though enthusiastic footballers still
keep t h e ir ball a-rolling.” The huge recreation
field, which (with the exception of the polo ground),
was thrown open to the garrison last August, will
be air immense boon to cricketers this coming
| summer, and doubtless all ranks will appreciate it.
Last summer the space for recreation purposes was
somewhat limited, as we only had the use of Bond’
s
Field, which, though nearer to the barracks, was a
very much smaller piece of ground, and was
generally pretty well over-run with children in the
afternoons and evenings.
It is a curious incident that the team that put
us out in the tie for the Army Cup last year (viz.,
the team of the Black Watch) won the Cup ; and
the team that beat us this year (viz., the R,A.) car
ried off the Cup this year.
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As our able sub-correspondent has given you a
full description of the only gaity which this de
lectable spot has favoured us with, I will not
poach on his preserves.
The Battalion is swelling visibly, and our little
barracks are overflowing, however, with the advent
of May, the surplus must dwell in tents, which is
poor value in the ever varying climate.
The polo season has re-commenced with great
vigour, and daily large studs of ponies are seen
trooping off for training. The material, both men
and beasts is good. So the Battalion should show
up a bit in this form of sport. I hope later on to
be able to send you a creditable account of our
exploits.
Mr. Editor, what straw there was is done, and
so no more bricks can be made.
2nd B attalion C orrespondent.

N.B.— The last draft arriving for the Depot
must have been a specially selected lot, for their
physique is far above that of any that have joined
for years. Their conduct and steadiness, since
joining, has been noticed by everyone.—I wish you
could send us some more like them.
On Easter Monday the Sergts. and Corpls.
played a friendly match at Cricket on the ground
of the Portora Boyal School, kindly lent by Dr.
Briggs, M.A. The weather and the scenery were
lovely.
At 2 p.m. the Corpls. having lost the toss were
sent to the wicket, and were soon out for 37.
Sergt,-Dr, Cox, Band-Sergt. Duncan & Sergt.
Ashby having soon run up a score of 99, the sergts.
declared their innings closed. The corpls., in
their 2nd innings having failed to save a one
innings defeat the match ended.
The corpls.
Badly missed their demon bowlers, Lance-Corpls.
kindest and Kiehardson. A great number of the
married ladies of the battalion attended during the
afternoon and great added to the pleasure of the
match.
Lance-Corpl. Smith (Buster) wishes to be re
membered to all bis old friends in the 1st Batt.,
and says he is both a tc h a (he has lost them all but
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Pte. F. Wright proceeded to Maidstone to join
the Depot for duty.
Pte. W. Brazier has been permitted to continue
in the service beyond 21 years.
Corpl. J. Shea resumes his correct name—John
Michael O’
Shea.
Corpl. G, Dixon and Lce-Corpl T. Phinbow pro
ceeded to Chatham to join the School of Military
Engineering, for a course of instruction in Field
Works.
Good conduct pay has been granted as follows:—
At 5d : Pte. T. Midwinter.
At 4d : Lce-Corpl. J. Moore.
At 2d : Pte. J. Allen.
At Id : Ptes. A. Stouchberry, and C. Day.
llestored I d : Pte. J. Mace.
Captain Dalison has arrived home on leave, and
paid a visit to the Depot lately. We were all glad
to see him looking so tit and well.

DEPOT

FOOTBALL.

----: o : --- Footballers no doubt will find the following
table of interest, as the season’
s doings of the Depot
football team are clearly shown.
At the time of writing we are wondering when
the champions of the League are to play against an
eleven chosen representatives of the said League,
as there only remains a few days to the end of the
season.
Depotites are naturally jubilant at being winners
of—most matches (I should like to have said “the
Cup,”but the committee selected failed to discover
ways and means of getting one, and therefore our
previous note anent the •
‘Imaginary C u p” proves
correct) and head the League table with a lead of
4 points.
Medals will be found for the winning club aud
‘
runners
up,’but who is to receive them individu
six).
ally has not yet been decided.
Everyone will regret to hear that Pte. Ledger is
B attalion J ottings.
about to be discharged as an invalid, through an
Prinr. J, Jarrad proceeded to Newry for a course accident which occurred to him at Snodland on
Boxing-day, whilst playing for the Depot against
0 gymnastic instruction.
‘Hooks.’ We hope he will obtain some suitable
Boy E. W. Thom has attained the age of 18 light employment, his left arm being apparently
years.
useless to a certain extent.—

I
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News has been received that Captain Hewett,
1st Battalion, has been attached to the Chitral
Field Force, as a signalling officer, and that Lieut.
Pack-Beresford has also gone to the front in charge
ofa Maxim gun party.—We wish them both success,
lots of batta and medals, and a safe return.—The
Editor hopes they will both forward accounts of
their experiences to the Q.O.G.

M a t c h e s p la y e d d u r in g t h e s e a s o n 1894-5.
Where pld. Result
Date
Club
1894
(3th Out. Loose l.
Loose
won
l:3th „
Mailing h.
Mailing
won
17th „
Greenhithe
Greenhithe draw
f 20th „
Maidstone R.
Huntsmans won
-7th „
Invicta L.
Penenden H
7)
3rd Nov. Loose
Barracks
7) .
17th „
Tonbridge
77
77
24th „
Mailing l.
77
77
27th „
Rl. Warwick Rgt.
lost
77
1st Dec. Ashford UnitedR. Ashford
77
5th „
Yol. Med. Staff
won
Barracks
8th „
Arkcolls I,.
77
77
19th „
M’
stone Wed.
77
77
22nd „
Loose L.
77
77
26th „
Hooks L.
Snodland
draw
29th ,, West End L
Barming
77
1895
2nd Jan. M’
stone Wed.
Barracks
77
: 5th „ ■Eccles l.
won
77
. 9th ,, Yol. Med. Staff
77
77
12th „
Hooks l.
77
77
16th ,, Wed. Wanderers
77
77
19th „
Arkcolls L.
Sol man’
s F.
77
26th „ •Maidstone R.
Barracks
77
16th Feb Hooks
Snodland
77
23rd „
Church Inst. i>. Barracks
77
2nd Mar. Loose
draw
Loose
6th „
Wed. Wanderers Barracks
won
9th „
West End h.
77
77
13th ,, Hastings
Hastings
lost
16th „
Church Inst, t. Sheal’
sCourt draw
23rd ,, Tonbridge
Tonbridge
won
27th „
Invicta L.
Barracks
lost
30th „
Eccles h.
Eccles
won
Total :

■

Goals
For Ag
1
10
2
1
2
2
3
7
0
3
5
2
4
3
3
3

0
1
2
0
0
0
2
0
6
7
0
0
1
0
3
3

3
7
9
3
3
1
9
3
8
2
4
3
1
1
1
0
3

3
2
0
1
2
0
1
0
1
2
2
0
2
1
0
3
1

112

46

Matches played 33—won 23 ; drawn 6; lost 4.
; average, 2-43 to 1.
j

j

SOME REVIEWS OF A HUNDRED YEARS AGO.
---- : o : ----

(Extract from the V olunteer Service Magazine).
“Ihave extracted from the volume of remini
scences to which I have already referred in this
Magazine, the following accounts of field days and
reviews at the beginning of the present century. By
comparison with the methods of to-day they may
prove interesting.”
“L oud W

Goal

“
We are indebted to Sergt H. Bass for the table
showing the number of matches played by each
member during the season :—
Name

Q.M.S. Gilburd
Cr-Sgt. Audsley
Q.M.S. Dicker
L-Sgt. Murphy
Sergt Bass
| Pte.
Murphy
; Sergt Eke.
1 P-te.
Snaith
„
Male
! L-Sgt Outten
| Pte.
Ledger
j Oorpl Springett
j Pte.
Humphrey!s
I Lieut Pedley
j L-Cpl. Stiipp

Matches
League, Others.
16
16
16
15
15
13
12
9
8
7
7
5
5
6
5

15
14
13
14
13
13
9
11
77
t-T

/
7
8
7
5 5

Name

Matches
L. 0.

L-Cpl. Spearing
Pte. Akhurst
Pte.
Bing
Pte. Guieha-rd
L-Cpl, Selves
Porter
Pte.
Crane
77
Cr-S.* t Eldred
Pte.
Beston
Staines
77
McVicar
77
Hampton
77
Hemmings
i 7
Taylor (2)
77
—
—

5
4
3
3
1
2
0
1
0
0
0
0
0
2
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5
5
3
1
2
1
3
1
2
2
1
1
1
4

hitw obth ’
s

H olmsdale V olunteers.—

This respectable corps having finished its time of
service, being fourteen days permanent garrison
duty at Maidstone Barracks, returned home on
Monday last, previous to which it was reviewed on
Saturday by the Lord Lieutenant of the County,
who came upon the ground at 12 o’
clock, attended
by Earl Camden, Lords Amherst and Marshaui,
Col. Hay. Cap. Willard, etc.
Lord Whitworth gave'the word of command
in the most distinct manner—the regiment went
through nineteen different manoeuvres, in which his
Lordship was assisted by those distinguished officers
Lieutenant Lambard, and the Adjutant (Lieut.Colonel Frederick.
The line was flanked upon the right and left by
the Kifle Company, under the command of Capt.Lieutenant Kilson, who skirmished in advance,and
covered the retreats with alacrity and precision.
The whole concluded by the line’
s firing a volley;
upon which Lord llomney, attended by Col. Hay,
rode up to Lord Whitworth (who waited to receive
him in the centre of the line), and congratulated
his Lordship in the highest terms, upon the won
derful proficiency made by so large a corps in so
short a space as fourteen da. s.
“His Lordship was also much complimented by
Lord Camden, and Lord Amherst of Montreal
Holmsdale, who expressed great satisfaction at the
manner in which his countrymen, as he was pleased
to call them, had acquitted themselves.
The ground was kept by Captain Hay’
s riflemen,
who are certainly, as well as the corps to which
they belong, Colonel Hollingsworth’
s Maidstone
Volunteers, one of the best disciplined corps in the
kingdom.
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Lord Whitworth and his officers were afterwards
entertained at a most magnificent dinner provided
by Lord Romney, at his hospitable mansion in Mote
Park.
On Sunday morning the regiment paraded for
church, as usual, before Mr. Edward Argyle’
s, the
great upholsterer’
s, at whose house Lord Whitworth
and the Duches resided during their stay in Maid
stone. In the afternoon the regiment assembled in
barracks to practise some new manoeuvres under the
command of that indefatigable officer, the Barrack
Adjutant Wayth, after which they marched to the
Riding-house, where Lord Whitworth read to them
the very flattering terms given in orders, of their
good conduct in the garrison, as also the soldier
like manner in which they acquitted themselves on
the preceding day in the field, both of which cir
cumstances, added his Lordship, Colonel Hay ex
presses the satisfaction he shall have in communi
cating to Sir David Dundas. His Lordship said, if
anything could add to his feelings for the obligation
he should ever consider himself under for the
honour they had done him in volunteering their
service for that period, which was now expired, it
was the high gratification he had in making the
above communication, as it went to confirm the
fauourable opinion he had entertained of the great
benefit the Service would experience by their com
ing to Maidstone. But (says his Lordship), how
ever sanguine I might be, I am proud to acknow
ledge you have exceeded my expectations though
not my wishes. In this we have been actuated by
the same motive, which was to acquire that profi
ciency to make ourselves useful to our country
when called upon into actual service.’How far we
have succeeded did not become him to say—it was
acknowledged by others in a way more pleasing.
(Here his Lordship was not permitted to proceed
farther, as the men could no longer contain their
feelings, which they gave vent to, by giving him
three times three loud cheers, which made the gar
rison ring from one end to the other). The effect
this had upon his Lordship was better seen than
described, as he could only say ‘
gentlemen I thank
you ; after a short pause, his Lordship resumed—
1But to whom do we owe the obligation for the pro
gress we have thus made—to Colonel Hay, not only
for his constant attention to the service, from
hie moment we were put under his command and
instruction ; but also for the most gentleman-like
manner with which he enforced them upon every
occasion;
The whole corps gave their hearty
assent to this, by giving Colonel Hay three loud
iuizxas.
His Lordship next addressed himself to all the

GAZETTE.

1151

officers of the regiment, returning them his sincerest acknowledgements for their meritorious zeal
and attention to the duties of the service, and
lastly, to the men for their exemplary conduct; and
concluded by saying how satisfactory it was to him
self and the rest of the officers, that there had not
been a single complaint from the in habitants against
any one man belonging to the whole corps.
This last circumstance mentioned by his Lordship reflects much respect upon the worthy inhabi
tants of Maidstone, who did all in their power to
render the men’
s quarters comfortable (with one or
two exceptions) for the three companies the bar
racks would not contain. These arrangements were
made previous to the arrival of the regiment, by
the worthy Mayor and Corporation, particularly by
Mr. Justice Argles, father of Captain A/'gles, who
so nobly distinguished himself (when 3rd Lieuten
ant) in the ever-memorable engagement (21st Apl.,
1798), between the M ars and the H e rc u le ."
“MANY HAPPY RETURNS OF THE DAY.”
Lieut-Col. M. de S. G. A, Clarke, born 17th May.
Surg-Major Owen Owen, born 31st May.
Colonel C. Churchill, born 19th May.
Colonel J. L. Tweedie, born 6th May.
Lieut-Colonel T. H. Brock, born 31st May.
Major W. G. B. Western, born 2nd May.
Capt A, Montgomery Campbell, born 10th May.
Captain J. Dalison, born 11th May.
Captain R. C. Style, born 4th May.
Lieut, and Adjt. E. F. Venables, born 8th May.
WTe beg to acknowledge with many thanks the
receipt of the following subscriptions :—
Major Johnson—Mr. G, Rutledge—Major
Barker—Lieut.-Col. Bellers—Gen. Prendergast—
Major Pine—Captain Tootell—Mr. Cumming—
Major Jones—Mr. Newton—Mr, F, Weaver—
Sergt, Foote—Mr. Jagger. To December, 1895.
Captain H. C. W. Beeching, 2nd Battalion, has
been selected to succeed Captain F. B. Fanshawe,
as Adjutant of the 3rd Volunteer Battn, stationed
at Woolwich, on the latter rejoining the Line Bat
talion after 5 years tenure of office.
We have just had the pleasure of seeing the
silver medal for the best shots of companies of the
1st Battalion, and we give a word of praise to the
designers.
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In ieu of an illustration, we give our readers a
description of this work of art.— In size it is almost
as large as a service war medal, and is of solid silver
(gold for the best shot of the battalion).
On one
side is the Royal Crest above the scrolled motto
“Quo Fas et Gloria Ducunt ”in relief, a simple yet
pretty design. On the reverse are engraved the
words :

G A ZETTE.

as of the 98th Foot, commission in Legion, 15th
August, 1856.— Yours trfily,
R, John Fynmore.

VOLUNTEER INTELLIGENCE.
2nd

Y ol. B attn.

The first competition af the season for the bat
1st Battn.
talion badges and Bizley nominations, took place at
The Queen’
s Own
the Bromley ranges, on Thursday, 4th April. The
Royal West IyentRegt.
following are a few of the best scores and winners
B e st sh o t of
—•Company
of badges:—
Ttl. Points.
A ribbon is attached to the medal by a swivelled
clasp, similar in design to that of the good con
85
* Pte A. Moir, ‘
A,’ ...
duct medal, and is of regimental pattern, viz.,
85
t Sergt H. J-.-D.avis, ‘
E,’
royal and sky blue. A silver brooch is attached
...
84
|| Corpl. G. Clayton, ‘
L,’
82
for fastening when worn on the tunic. Altogether
§Pte. H. Harley, 1C,’
is a most acceptable prize, and we have already
78
Pte. J. Neve, ‘L,’
heal'd some good old shots saying they wish they
77
Pr-Sergt R: .A. Smith,1B,’...
back in the Battalion and had a chance of getting
77
Pte. T. Williams, ‘K,’
one.
"
:
76
Pte. S. A. Allen,1J,’.........
76
Sergt. F. Hall, ‘G,’.........
Corpl. R. C. Fawsitt, ‘E,’ ...
75
The B road Arrow, 20th April, 1895, contains the
* Gold badge ; f silver badge;
1st bronze
following:
“Two unrecorded deaths of Crimean officers badge ; §2nd bronze badge.
have just been brought to our notice.--Captain W.
The 2nd bronze badge is restricted to those
H. C. Oates, of Langford Hall, Newark, mid for who have not won a 1st, 2nd, or 3rd prize in this or
merly High Sheriff ol Nottinghamshire,"served with former years.
the 97th Foot in the trenches before Sevastopol,
and was at its fall, returning Tome in J856 as one
B IR T H . :
of the senior subalterns.
His eldest son. Captain
In In d ia ; o n 13th Ian., 1895, th e w ife o f S e r g t G. Griffii),
Oates Eoyal Munster Fusiliers, succeeds to the 1st B attn , o f a son.
DEATH.
Calverton Hall property. . . .
A t L o n d o n d e r r y on 13i,h A pril, th e w ife o f Sgt-. Mr-Cook
W. E. B ass, 2nd Battn., o f p e rito n itis.

(To tbc (£bitor of “ &be (Queen’s
Iffimt ” (fKQCttC,
--------------------

9th April. 1895.

Wykeham House,
Sandgate, Kent.

Dear Mr. Editor,
The following may escape the Editor of the
Queen's Own G a zette— the death of Sir Charles Mills.
His name appears in Harts Army Just for 1857 :
Ensign 6th June, 1851, Lieutenant 22nd Nov.,
1854, under head of 50th Regiment.
Services—“Lieut. Mills served with the 98th Regt. in the
Punjaub campaign of 1848-9 (medal). The various
notices do not mention his connection with your
regiment.
He was Bde.-Major to the 1st Brigade
British Foreign Legion at Shorneliffe; and in alist
which I copied some years ago, he is there described
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1 st B A T T A L IO N .
L a n c e S e r g e a n ts p r o m o t e d S e r g e a n ts
W. B v e n d e n a n d H. M oon , 1st M arch.
C o r p o r a ls a p p o in te d L a n c e S ergea n ts.—
W. S e a g e r a n d H. R ogers, 6th M arch.
L a n c e - C o r p o r a ls p r o m o t e d C o r p o r a ls
W. L apharn, 1 st M a r ch ; A. A n d rew s, J. D en ton , W.
Richards, B. Carr, H. M ason , J. G rim es, W. M cK ay, J , W alsh,
C. L a y cock , a n d J. K eu illa d e, 6th M arch.
P riv a tes a p p o in te d L a n c e - C o r p o r a ls :—
A. W ard, E. W ellfare, 2 nd M a rch ; P. M u llen s, D. A llen,
6th M arch ; G. S t o c k w e ll J, B ayfield , 22nd M a rch ; J. L o d g e,
and A. A ck la n d , 26th M arch.
' ,
2 nd B A T T A L IO N .
P riv a te A. J a s s u m
Marcn.

1s t

a p p o in te d , L a n c e - C o r p o r a l, 12th

battalion correspondence.

Dear Mr. Editor,—
Your correspondent from the 1st Battalion
lias sought change of air to Delhi and neighbour
hood, so that till his return there must perforce be
a hiatus in the bijoux of expression and subtlety of
meaning so ably conveyed by his fertile brain and
naming pen.—and your readers must be content to
accept facts in a more cut-and-dried and bald style
of writing.
Fact No. 1 on my list regards the relief of the
detachment at Delhi, which took place between the
dh and 10th of March, The former date marked
the commencement of the march of the relieving
force D and F Companies, commanded respectively
hy Captain Lowe, and Lieutenant Marsh,, and the
latter date that of the departure of B and C Com
panies, under Capts. Lowe and Dalison, for Meerut,
1Lieut. Stewart was also with the relieved force,
w.hile Lieutenants Marshall and Isacke have since
joined for duty at Delhi.
, Cn the 22nd March an excellent variety enter
tainment was given out of doors at night on the
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barrack square (think of that ‘
ye shivering mortals
at home ’ ), under the management of Lieutenant
Middleton, assisted by Band-Sergt, Began, Sergt.
Hunt, Corpl. Welfare, Ptes. Finnegan, Jackson,
and McEnuff, Captain Bowe, the D ’
Albert Troupe,
the Awkward Squad, and last but .not least, the
Band and Drums. The whole show was A.I., and
drew a tremendous crowd, from the highest to the
lowest in the station, ladies being in great -force—
which speaks volumes in itself for the popularity
and good tone of these shows us handed down by
tradition from last summer, as there was absolutely
no touting or advertising done. I have no space
to particularige each member's capital performance,
but I select Mesdames Begana and Huntorina’
s
duet and dance as the greatest novelty of the even
ing.—The Major-General was so fetched that he
then, find there directed his officiating A.A.G. to
ascend the pulpit and announce that he proposed
to offer a championship belt(\\eii weighted) for com
petition amongst step-dancesr, ladies included.
The air is thick with war vaporings! This
Chitral business seems to be going to prove no walk
over. About 20,000 troops are already mobilised,
or under orders to take steps in that direction. The
29th Punjaub Infantry left Meerut last week for the
front,, played out by our band. They are a fine
regiment, and have a grand old man as a Colonel,
so they should make .their mark if they get half a
chance.
Our prospect of going to. the wars may he
reckoned as a minus quantity*, as our role ill the
scheme of dojencs is to do ‘sentry-go ’over turbu
lent Delhi.
The Nauchandi Fair, held about three miles
out, has been an enormous success this year. It
has assumed more*of a native industrial exhibition
than in previous years. Over a thousand horses
and ponies were collected together for sale and ex
hibition. Two afternoons were devoted to a skymeeting, in which the jumping competitions were
particularly interesting. Captain Style took 2nd
prize in the pony jumping competition with Spo‘
White, only being one point behind the winner.
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The break lip for the summer has already com
menced. Capt. Maxwell with 50 odd convalescents
left on the 1st April for Landour, the hill station
near Mussoorie, and Capts. Style and Hewett with
headquarters of ‘A ’and ‘
H ’and details, in all
over 170 men start for Kailana, near our old station
Uhakrata, on the 8th ; 2nd Lieuts. Nunn and Price
accompany this detachment.
The Musketry year for 1894 is completed (the
Indian musketry year begins 1st April and finishes
31st March). G Company for the 3rd time in suc
cession has proved itself the best shooting
Company and won the silver challenge shield on
1 which the marksmen’
s names are to be inscribed.
B Company was a fair second. The names of the
marksmen who do their best to uphold the credit
of their Battalion deserve recording and are as
follow, in order of merit:—
Roll of Marksmen for the year 1894-95.
Coy. Score. Remarks.
Rank and Name.
Sergt. T. Callaghan
G 190 Silver medal
I Clr.-Sergt. T, Sumner
G do,
A do. Silver medal
Pte. H. Johnson
E
189
Corpl. W. Evenden
33
187
Lce-Corpl. G. Hutchison E
Sergt. G. Dibden
G 184
Pte. W. Last
C 179 Silver medal
Pte. J. Picken
A 178
j Ur. C. Newman
B do. Gold medal
1 Pte. J. Nixon
C do.
A 177
Pte. H. Hodge
Pte. W. Woodgate
C do.
Pte. W. Francis
C do.
E do. Silver medal
Sergt. J. George
174
E
Clr.-Sergt. J. Hardy
Sergt. W. Neighbour
H 173 Silver medal
E 171
Pte. A. Ward
B 170 Silver medal
Corpl. J. Healey
Sergt. F. Tench
C do.
E do.
Sergt. W. Roebuck
Pte, F. Gouriet
E do.
Lee.-Corpl. H. Balehin
G 169
Sergt. Y. Whittard
H do.
Corpl. T. Slade
E 168
Pte. A. Chapman
G do.
Pte. B. Griffiths
B 166
Pte, W. Long
B do.
Sergt. S. Drew
C do.
Pte. H. Bush
G do.
j Pte. G. Brooker
C 165
The best shot of each Company has been pre
sented with a silver medal to be worn on the right
breast, while I)r. Newman B Company has won the
i gold medal as best shot in a competition amongst
; the silver medalists.— Sergt. Callaghan who made
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the highest individual score among N.C.O.’
s and
men shooting up the range had unfortunately
started to England on furlough and consequently
could not compete.—It is very pleasing to be able
to record that Lieut. T. P. C. Smith was actually
the best shot of all ranks in the Battalion. The
average for 1894 is 113, only 5 points better than
last year, very disappointing considering all the
time and trouble taken and expenses incurred.
The competition for the Kadir Cup (pig
sticking) has just been completed and won by one
of the Maharajah of Patiala’
s Generals (in H .R .H .s
native army promotion goes by proficiency in polo
and horsemanship only). Lieuts. Marsh and Beresford were our only representatives this year. The
latter won his first heat easily and had the second
well in hand when he sailed into a small but
hidden well, over which his good horse landed him
safely on his head on the far side, receiving, it is
feared, a dislocated or broken shoulder for himself.
Lieut. Marsh ought to pave won the “Pony Hog
Hunters’
Cup,”(a point to point race) on ‘Perhaps’
but true to his nature he must pioneer the rest of
field w7hen he could have come away and won when
he liked, and consequently took headers into a
couple of deep nullahs, the last close to home,
which the rest of the field profiting by his lead
easily avoided; spite of these mishaps he secured
third place.
Lieut. Simpson is already at home and Capt.
Dalison should arrive in a few days, both on six
months general leave. Lieut. Molony gets three
months to England from middle of April and Col.
Brock ditto from 4th May, date of leaving Bombay.
Lieuts. Robinson and Bush are off to Kashuuiir
shortly for three months, we hope they will get
plenty of sport and bring back some good ibex and
markor heads.
Major Western has been officiating A.A.G. at
Meerut since the beginning of March and is likely
to be confirmed in the appointment during the
remainder of Col. Brownlow’
s six months leave.
This billet is no sinecure apparently wher. the war
fiend is on the move.
Touching your appeal in the March number
on behalf of an old pensioner named Charles
Barrow, a letter was received direct by the Colonel
from Major Farrell. Sussex Regt., stating his case,
which was handsomely responded to, subscriptions
amounting to Rs. 326 being collected from the
N.C.O.’
s and men and Rs. 221 from the officers
equalling £29 11s. lid., and an additional £5 h'0111
the canteen, which sums Major Farrell has been
asked to disburse for the old warrior’
s benefit.
1st B attn. ColUiESPONUENT-
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B attalion J ottings .

Bandsman J. Churchill has been appointed
Drummer.
Pte. T. Lodge has been permitted to re-engage
to complete 21 years.
Pte. F. Gouriet has been awarded the medal for
long service and good conduct.
The undernamed have passed examinations for
promotion as follows :—
To Sergeant: Corpls. Newman, Mason, Lemon,
Tapp, and Jackson.
To Corporal: Lce-Corpls, Crawley, Mansfield,
Winstanley, Mills, Wright, Button, Hutchison,
Moore, Lumsden, and Stevens.
The following have obtained 3rd class certificates
of education :—
Lce-Corpls Cork, Joy. Barrow, and Mullens;
Ptea. Allen, Gunner, and Bexley.
Pte. J. Keyte has been appointed Pioneer.
Pte. W. Martin has been permitted to re-engage
to complete 21 years.
Good conduct pay has been granted to the undernamed as follows:—
At 2d: Pte. T. Keen.
At Id. : Ptes. M. Whelan, D. Pretty, J. Close,
J. O’
Connell, F. Robinson, A. Churchill, A. Mumford, J. Lerperniere, Williams, Hide, Blagrove,
Bolton, Hodnett, andF. Wood.
Restored 2d; Pte Francis,
Restored Id. : Ptes Knox, Parr, and Spinks.
Bandsman M. Harris attains the age of 18
years.

2nd

battali on

i ntelli gence .

___ x♦
r___

(LoNDONDEltliY DETACHMENT NOTES).

Musketry has been much interfered with lately
By the boisterous and tempestuous weather. Up
to the present time (24th April), the band and
signallers have fired their annual course ; and also
°ne party of about 80 recuits have fired their
recruits’
course. This party of recruits have done
remarkably well, and as regards results is the best
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party for several years, having made an average of
about 156^ points. D Company commenced firing
to-day, and the second party of recruits about 90
strong also commenced their musketry drill to-day.
’
Tis an ill wind that blows no one any good,
and though perhaps the band has been chafing at
the bad weather, and the consequent hindrances to
the completion of their musketry course, yet those
at Derry have to thank the bad weather for keeping
them here, as we have had their services on
Sundays. However, now that they have returned
to headquarters, we look forward to being enlivened
again by our detachment drums, who have lately
been having a comparative rest, though Corporal
O’
Shea has kept them well in practice in the
barrack-room.
The sergeants of the garrison gave a most
successful and most enjoyable dance in the
recreation-room on the evening of the 22nd March.
The rooms were, as usual, very nicely decorated,
the supper and refreshments were most excellent,
the music, which was provided by part of the
Artillery Militia Band, was all that could be desired,
and all the arrangements were most admirably
carried out by the hard-working committee.
Great regret and sympathy were universally
felt in ELringtou Barracks for Mr and Mrs Beck on
hearing of the death of their eldest daughter, which
sad event took place on April 8th. Miss Beck was
well known, as she has so ably assisted her father
in his duties as steward of the grocery canteen.
The funeral took place on Wednesday, April 10th,
at the cemetery, and was attended by many of the
N.C.O’
s. and men of the West Kent and Royal
Artillery.
The pall bearers consisted of six
corporals of the West Kent. There were a great
many wreaths sent by sympathising friends, among
them being one very pretty one Sent by the
married woman of the detachment and of the
Royal Artillery at Elrington Barracks, and one by
the District Staff, Royal Artillery.
We regret to have to record another death
which took place at Elrington Barracks on Easter
Sunday, April 14th. We refer to that of Mrs Bass,
wife of Sergeant-Master-Cook W. E. Bass, with
whom we feel sure that the deepest sympathy is
felt by everybody connected with the battalion.
The funeral was attended by nearly all the married
people in barracks, both of the detachment and
also of the Royal Artillery, also by many of the
N.C.O’
s. and men. The pall bearers were six
sergeants of the West Kent. There were many j
beautiful wreaths which testified to the deep respect
in which Mrs Bass was held, one very handsome
one being sent by the married women of the
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peared for the first time this season, in these parts
at any rate, and with Sergt. Bass, and Lieutenant
Druce, did great deeds.— The result was 5 goals
to 0.
The final tie between ‘
A ’and ‘D ’
was expected
to be very close, and in fact the game was very well
contested all through, and form of a high order dis
played. What was especially pleasing was the fact
that the methods employed in Derry and district,
and indeed elsewhere, in cup tie matches, found no
favour.
This is more especially pleasing, as that
kind of thing is sometimes catching : let our young
players note that no one who can’
t play fair, even
when playing against men who dont, will ever turn
into a good player— the game is a game and not a
bear fight.
As to the game itself it was obvious that the
Derry team was in better practice, owing no doubt
to the fact that the field here is so much better than
the Enniskillen ground. There was much fine in
dividual play, especially by the two M’
Gregors ; but
combination was rare and unequal.
‘
D ’showed
up much better in this respect, hence their victory
bv 2 to 0.
As a wind up to the season, a six-a-side tourna
ment among the companies at Derry, was played
on Good Friday.—
1st Round.
F ootball at L ondon derby.
E Co. 2nd
Band 1st
... beat ...
The following ties in the Inter-Company Com
F
E
Co.
„
petition were played off here as follow :
Band ,,
March 2 5 th ...... - ... E Co. y. H Co.
H Co. „
,, 2 7 th ..............
,. y. D Co.
2nd Round.
,, 30th ...
D
Co. v. A Co.
E Co. 1 s t .......b e a t .........Band
1st
The last was the final tie, A Co. travelling from
D
„
„ .... H Co.
„
i Enniskillen to play.
Without entering too much into details, which
Final.
j would take up too much of your valuable space, it
E Co. 1 s t....... b e a t .........D Co. 1st
must at least be noticed that the standard of play
The winning team consisted of—goal, Private
was very much higher than last year at this period,
Parker
; backs, Lieut Burbury, and Pte Porter;
: and this was noticeable even among those who were
forwards,
Ptes. Canty, Smith, and Ashdown.
I not members either of the 1st or 2nd regimental
The
entrance
was 2s. 6d. per team, the proceeds
! teams. May this improvement be maintained !
being
invested
in
silver medals, which were pre
E Co. y. c H ’proved a very close contest, extra
j time being played : the result being that ‘
E ’won sented to the winning team by Mrs. Beeching.
“Qua L ondondeuuy C okbespondent.’
! by 2 goals to 1. The most noticeable for ‘E ’were
Clr-Sergt Sharp, Ptcs Parker, Canty, and Ashdown.
For 1H,’Lieutenant Hope, Corpl Yates, and Pte
2sjd battalion correspondence.
Cooper,
‘E ’v. ‘
I V — Owing to Clr-Sergt Sharp having
(E nniskillen N otes ).
Dear Mr. Editor,—
the misfortune to fall anrl dislocate his shoulder, in
As the ancient Israelites found it im
the first five minutes this match, which promised
a good fight, practically was a very easy win for‘
D,’ possible to make bricks without straw', so I
who thus qualified for the final against the crack experience the same difficulty in constructing copy
team from headquarters.
Corpl. Richardson ap- without news.
detachment and of tbe Royal Artillery at Elrington
Barracks. There was also one given by the
sergeants of the garrison, and one by the corporals
of the garrison.
Polo has not yet commenced here regularly. A
few members of the club have occasionally been
practising in the afternoons, but as yet no games
have been played.
(Jacket has already commenced on the Recrea
tion Field, though enthusiastic footballers still
keep t h e ir ball a-rolling.” The huge recreation
field, which (with the exception of the polo ground),
was thrown open to the garrison last August, will
be air immense boon to cricketers this coming
| summer, and doubtless all ranks will appreciate it.
Last summer the space for recreation purposes was
somewhat limited, as we only had the use of Bond’
s
Field, which, though nearer to the barracks, was a
very much smaller piece of ground, and was
generally pretty well over-run with children in the
afternoons and evenings.
It is a curious incident that the team that put
us out in the tie for the Army Cup last year (viz.,
the team of the Black Watch) won the Cup ; and
the team that beat us this year (viz., the R,A.) car
ried off the Cup this year.
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As our able sub-correspondent has given you a
full description of the only gaity which this de
lectable spot has favoured us with, I will not
poach on his preserves.
The Battalion is swelling visibly, and our little
barracks are overflowing, however, with the advent
of May, the surplus must dwell in tents, which is
poor value in the ever varying climate.
The polo season has re-commenced with great
vigour, and daily large studs of ponies are seen
trooping off for training. The material, both men
and beasts is good. So the Battalion should show
up a bit in this form of sport. I hope later on to
be able to send you a creditable account of our
exploits.
Mr. Editor, what straw there was is done, and
so no more bricks can be made.
2nd B attalion C orrespondent.

N.B.— The last draft arriving for the Depot
must have been a specially selected lot, for their
physique is far above that of any that have joined
for years. Their conduct and steadiness, since
joining, has been noticed by everyone.—I wish you
could send us some more like them.
On Easter Monday the Sergts. and Corpls.
played a friendly match at Cricket on the ground
of the Portora Boyal School, kindly lent by Dr.
Briggs, M.A. The weather and the scenery were
lovely.
At 2 p.m. the Corpls. having lost the toss were
sent to the wicket, and were soon out for 37.
Sergt,-Dr, Cox, Band-Sergt. Duncan & Sergt.
Ashby having soon run up a score of 99, the sergts.
declared their innings closed. The corpls., in
their 2nd innings having failed to save a one
innings defeat the match ended.
The corpls.
Badly missed their demon bowlers, Lance-Corpls.
kindest and Kiehardson. A great number of the
married ladies of the battalion attended during the
afternoon and great added to the pleasure of the
match.
Lance-Corpl. Smith (Buster) wishes to be re
membered to all bis old friends in the 1st Batt.,
and says he is both a tc h a (he has lost them all but
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Pte. F. Wright proceeded to Maidstone to join
the Depot for duty.
Pte. W. Brazier has been permitted to continue
in the service beyond 21 years.
Corpl. J. Shea resumes his correct name—John
Michael O’
Shea.
Corpl. G, Dixon and Lce-Corpl T. Phinbow pro
ceeded to Chatham to join the School of Military
Engineering, for a course of instruction in Field
Works.
Good conduct pay has been granted as follows:—
At 5d : Pte. T. Midwinter.
At 4d : Lce-Corpl. J. Moore.
At 2d : Pte. J. Allen.
At Id : Ptes. A. Stouchberry, and C. Day.
llestored I d : Pte. J. Mace.
Captain Dalison has arrived home on leave, and
paid a visit to the Depot lately. We were all glad
to see him looking so tit and well.

DEPOT

FOOTBALL.

----: o : --- Footballers no doubt will find the following
table of interest, as the season’
s doings of the Depot
football team are clearly shown.
At the time of writing we are wondering when
the champions of the League are to play against an
eleven chosen representatives of the said League,
as there only remains a few days to the end of the
season.
Depotites are naturally jubilant at being winners
of—most matches (I should like to have said “the
Cup,”but the committee selected failed to discover
ways and means of getting one, and therefore our
previous note anent the •
‘Imaginary C u p” proves
correct) and head the League table with a lead of
4 points.
Medals will be found for the winning club aud
‘
runners
up,’but who is to receive them individu
six).
ally has not yet been decided.
Everyone will regret to hear that Pte. Ledger is
B attalion J ottings.
about to be discharged as an invalid, through an
Prinr. J, Jarrad proceeded to Newry for a course accident which occurred to him at Snodland on
Boxing-day, whilst playing for the Depot against
0 gymnastic instruction.
‘Hooks.’ We hope he will obtain some suitable
Boy E. W. Thom has attained the age of 18 light employment, his left arm being apparently
years.
useless to a certain extent.—

I
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News has been received that Captain Hewett,
1st Battalion, has been attached to the Chitral
Field Force, as a signalling officer, and that Lieut.
Pack-Beresford has also gone to the front in charge
ofa Maxim gun party.—We wish them both success,
lots of batta and medals, and a safe return.—The
Editor hopes they will both forward accounts of
their experiences to the Q.O.G.

M a t c h e s p la y e d d u r in g t h e s e a s o n 1894-5.
Where pld. Result
Date
Club
1894
(3th Out. Loose l.
Loose
won
l:3th „
Mailing h.
Mailing
won
17th „
Greenhithe
Greenhithe draw
f 20th „
Maidstone R.
Huntsmans won
-7th „
Invicta L.
Penenden H
7)
3rd Nov. Loose
Barracks
7) .
17th „
Tonbridge
77
77
24th „
Mailing l.
77
77
27th „
Rl. Warwick Rgt.
lost
77
1st Dec. Ashford UnitedR. Ashford
77
5th „
Yol. Med. Staff
won
Barracks
8th „
Arkcolls I,.
77
77
19th „
M’
stone Wed.
77
77
22nd „
Loose L.
77
77
26th „
Hooks L.
Snodland
draw
29th ,, West End L
Barming
77
1895
2nd Jan. M’
stone Wed.
Barracks
77
: 5th „ ■Eccles l.
won
77
. 9th ,, Yol. Med. Staff
77
77
12th „
Hooks l.
77
77
16th ,, Wed. Wanderers
77
77
19th „
Arkcolls L.
Sol man’
s F.
77
26th „ •Maidstone R.
Barracks
77
16th Feb Hooks
Snodland
77
23rd „
Church Inst. i>. Barracks
77
2nd Mar. Loose
draw
Loose
6th „
Wed. Wanderers Barracks
won
9th „
West End h.
77
77
13th ,, Hastings
Hastings
lost
16th „
Church Inst, t. Sheal’
sCourt draw
23rd ,, Tonbridge
Tonbridge
won
27th „
Invicta L.
Barracks
lost
30th „
Eccles h.
Eccles
won
Total :

■

Goals
For Ag
1
10
2
1
2
2
3
7
0
3
5
2
4
3
3
3

0
1
2
0
0
0
2
0
6
7
0
0
1
0
3
3

3
7
9
3
3
1
9
3
8
2
4
3
1
1
1
0
3

3
2
0
1
2
0
1
0
1
2
2
0
2
1
0
3
1

112

46

Matches played 33—won 23 ; drawn 6; lost 4.
; average, 2-43 to 1.
j

j

SOME REVIEWS OF A HUNDRED YEARS AGO.
---- : o : ----

(Extract from the V olunteer Service Magazine).
“Ihave extracted from the volume of remini
scences to which I have already referred in this
Magazine, the following accounts of field days and
reviews at the beginning of the present century. By
comparison with the methods of to-day they may
prove interesting.”
“L oud W

Goal

“

We are indebted to Sergt H. Bass for the table
showing the number of matches played by each
member during the season :—
Name
Q.M.S. Gilburd
Cr-Sgt. Audsley
Q.M.S. Dicker
L-Sgt. Murphy
Sergt Bass
| Pte.
Murphy
; Sergt Eke.
1 P-te.
Snaith
„
Male
! L-Sgt Outten
| Pte.
Ledger
j Oorpl Springett
j Pte.
Humphrey!s
I Lieut Pedley
j L-Cpl. Stiipp

Matches
League, Others.
16
16
16
15
15
13
12
9
8
7
7
5
5
6
5

15
14
13
14
13
13
9
11
77

t-T

/
7
8
7
5 5

Name

Matches
L. 0.

L-Cpl. Spearing
Pte. Akhurst
Pte.
Bing
Pte. Guieha-rd
L-Cpl, Selves
Porter
Pte.
Crane
77
Cr-S.* t Eldred
Pte.
Beston
Staines
77
McVicar
77
Hampton
77
Hemmings
i 7
Taylor (2)
77
—
—

5
4
3
3
1
2
0
1
0
0
0
0
0
2
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5
5
3
1
2
1
3
1
2
2
1
1
1
4

hitw obth ’
s

H olmsdale V olunteers.—

This respectable corps having finished its time of
service, being fourteen days permanent garrison
duty at Maidstone Barracks, returned home on
Monday last, previous to which it was reviewed on
Saturday by the Lord Lieutenant of the County,
who came upon the ground at 12 o’
clock, attended
by Earl Camden, Lords Amherst and Marshaui,
Col. Hay. Cap. Willard, etc.
Lord Whitworth gave'the word of command
in the most distinct manner—the regiment went
through nineteen different manoeuvres, in which his
Lordship was assisted by those distinguished officers
Lieutenant Lambard, and the Adjutant (Lieut.Colonel Frederick.
The line was flanked upon the right and left by
the Kifle Company, under the command of Capt.Lieutenant Kilson, who skirmished in advance,and
covered the retreats with alacrity and precision.
The whole concluded by the line’
s firing a volley;
upon which Lord llomney, attended by Col. Hay,
rode up to Lord Whitworth (who waited to receive
him in the centre of the line), and congratulated
his Lordship in the highest terms, upon the won
derful proficiency made by so large a corps in so
short a space as fourteen da. s.
“His Lordship was also much complimented by
Lord Camden, and Lord Amherst of Montreal
Holmsdale, who expressed great satisfaction at the
manner in which his countrymen, as he was pleased
to call them, had acquitted themselves.
The ground was kept by Captain Hay’
s riflemen,
who are certainly, as well as the corps to which
they belong, Colonel Hollingsworth’
s Maidstone
Volunteers, one of the best disciplined corps in the
kingdom.
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Lord Whitworth and his officers were afterwards
entertained at a most magnificent dinner provided
by Lord Romney, at his hospitable mansion in Mote
Park.
On Sunday morning the regiment paraded for
church, as usual, before Mr. Edward Argyle’
s, the
great upholsterer’
s, at whose house Lord Whitworth
and the Duches resided during their stay in Maid
stone. In the afternoon the regiment assembled in
barracks to practise some new manoeuvres under the
command of that indefatigable officer, the Barrack
Adjutant Wayth, after which they marched to the
Riding-house, where Lord Whitworth read to them
the very flattering terms given in orders, of their
good conduct in the garrison, as also the soldier
like manner in which they acquitted themselves on
the preceding day in the field, both of which cir
cumstances, added his Lordship, Colonel Hay ex
presses the satisfaction he shall have in communi
cating to Sir David Dundas. His Lordship said, if
anything could add to his feelings for the obligation
he should ever consider himself under for the
honour they had done him in volunteering their
service for that period, which was now expired, it
was the high gratification he had in making the
above communication, as it went to confirm the
fauourable opinion he had entertained of the great
benefit the Service would experience by their com
ing to Maidstone. But (says his Lordship), how
ever sanguine I might be, I am proud to acknow
ledge you have exceeded my expectations though
not my wishes. In this we have been actuated by
the same motive, which was to acquire that profi
ciency to make ourselves useful to our country
when called upon into actual service.’How far we
have succeeded did not become him to say—it was
acknowledged by others in a way more pleasing.
(Here his Lordship was not permitted to proceed
farther, as the men could no longer contain their
feelings, which they gave vent to, by giving him
three times three loud cheers, which made the gar
rison ring from one end to the other). The effect
this had upon his Lordship was better seen than
described, as he could only say ‘
gentlemen I thank
you ; after a short pause, his Lordship resumed—
1But to whom do we owe the obligation for the pro
gress we have thus made—to Colonel Hay, not only
for his constant attention to the service, from
hie moment we were put under his command and
instruction ; but also for the most gentleman-like
manner with which he enforced them upon every
occasion;
The whole corps gave their hearty
assent to this, by giving Colonel Hay three loud
iuizxas.
His Lordship next addressed himself to all the
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officers of the regiment, returning them his sincerest acknowledgements for their meritorious zeal
and attention to the duties of the service, and
lastly, to the men for their exemplary conduct; and
concluded by saying how satisfactory it was to him
self and the rest of the officers, that there had not
been a single complaint from the in habitants against
any one man belonging to the whole corps.
This last circumstance mentioned by his Lordship reflects much respect upon the worthy inhabi
tants of Maidstone, who did all in their power to
render the men’
s quarters comfortable (with one or
two exceptions) for the three companies the bar
racks would not contain. These arrangements were
made previous to the arrival of the regiment, by
the worthy Mayor and Corporation, particularly by
Mr. Justice Argles, father of Captain A/'gles, who
so nobly distinguished himself (when 3rd Lieuten
ant) in the ever-memorable engagement (21st Apl.,
1798), between the M ars and the H e rc u le ."
“MANY HAPPY RETURNS OF THE DAY.”
Lieut-Col. M. de S. G. A, Clarke, born 17th May.
Surg-Major Owen Owen, born 31st May.
Colonel C. Churchill, born 19th May.
Colonel J. L. Tweedie, born 6th May.
Lieut-Colonel T. H. Brock, born 31st May.
Major W. G. B. Western, born 2nd May.
Capt A, Montgomery Campbell, born 10th May.
Captain J. Dalison, born 11th May.
Captain R. C. Style, born 4th May.
Lieut, and Adjt. E. F. Venables, born 8th May.
WTe beg to acknowledge with many thanks the
receipt of the following subscriptions :—
Major Johnson—Mr. G, Rutledge—Major
Barker—Lieut.-Col. Bellers—Gen. Prendergast—
Major Pine—Captain Tootell—Mr. Cumming—
Major Jones—Mr. Newton—Mr, F, Weaver—
Sergt, Foote—Mr. Jagger. To December, 1895.
Captain H. C. W. Beeching, 2nd Battalion, has
been selected to succeed Captain F. B. Fanshawe,
as Adjutant of the 3rd Volunteer Battn, stationed
at Woolwich, on the latter rejoining the Line Bat
talion after 5 years tenure of office.
We have just had the pleasure of seeing the
silver medal for the best shots of companies of the
1st Battalion, and we give a word of praise to the
designers.
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In ieu of an illustration, we give our readers a
description of this work of art.— In size it is almost
as large as a service war medal, and is of solid silver
(gold for the best shot of the battalion).
On one
side is the Royal Crest above the scrolled motto
“Quo Fas et Gloria Ducunt ”in relief, a simple yet
pretty design. On the reverse are engraved the
words :

G A ZETTE.

as of the 98th Foot, commission in Legion, 15th
August, 1856.— Yours trfily,
R, John Fynmore.

VOLUNTEER INTELLIGENCE.
2nd

Y ol. B attn.

The first competition af the season for the bat
1st Battn.
talion badges and Bizley nominations, took place at
The Queen’
s Own
the Bromley ranges, on Thursday, 4th April. The
Royal West IyentRegt.
following are a few of the best scores and winners
B e st sh o t of
—•Company
of badges:—
Ttl. Points.
A ribbon is attached to the medal by a swivelled
clasp, similar in design to that of the good con
85
* Pte A. Moir, ‘
A,’ ...
duct medal, and is of regimental pattern, viz.,
85
t Sergt H. J-.-D.avis, ‘
E,’
royal and sky blue. A silver brooch is attached
...
84
|| Corpl. G. Clayton, ‘
L,’
82
for fastening when worn on the tunic. Altogether
§Pte. H. Harley, 1C,’
is a most acceptable prize, and we have already
78
Pte. J. Neve, ‘L,’
heal'd some good old shots saying they wish they
77
Pr-Sergt R: .A. Smith,1B,’...
back in the Battalion and had a chance of getting
77
Pte. T. Williams, ‘K,’
one.
"
:
76
Pte. S. A. Allen,1J,’.........
76
Sergt. F. Hall, ‘G,’.........
Corpl. R. C. Fawsitt, ‘E,’ ...
75
The B road Arrow, 20th April, 1895, contains the
* Gold badge ; f silver badge;
1st bronze
following:
“Two unrecorded deaths of Crimean officers badge ; §2nd bronze badge.
have just been brought to our notice.--Captain W.
The 2nd bronze badge is restricted to those
H. C. Oates, of Langford Hall, Newark, mid for who have not won a 1st, 2nd, or 3rd prize in this or
merly High Sheriff ol Nottinghamshire,"served with former years.
the 97th Foot in the trenches before Sevastopol,
and was at its fall, returning Tome in J856 as one
B IR T H . :
of the senior subalterns.
His eldest son. Captain
In In d ia ; o n 13th Ian., 1895, th e w ife o f S e r g t G. Griffii),
Oates Eoyal Munster Fusiliers, succeeds to the 1st B attn , o f a son.
DEATH.
Calverton Hall property. . . .
A t L o n d o n d e r r y on 13i,h A pril, th e w ife o f Sgt-. Mr-Cook
W. E. B ass, 2nd Battn., o f p e rito n itis.

(To tbc (£bitor of “ &be (Queen’s
Iffimt ” (fKQCttC,
--------------------

9th April. 1895.

Wykeham House,
Sandgate, Kent.

Dear Mr. Editor,
The following may escape the Editor of the
Queen's Own G a zette— the death of Sir Charles Mills.
His name appears in Harts Army Just for 1857 :
Ensign 6th June, 1851, Lieutenant 22nd Nov.,
1854, under head of 50th Regiment.
Services—“Lieut. Mills served with the 98th Regt. in the
Punjaub campaign of 1848-9 (medal). The various
notices do not mention his connection with your
regiment.
He was Bde.-Major to the 1st Brigade
British Foreign Legion at Shorneliffe; and in alist
which I copied some years ago, he is there described
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PART I.

PRO M O TIO NS & AP PO IN T M E N TS .

$cgtmental

alette.

1 st B A T T A L IO N .
L ee C orpl. J, L u m e d e n p r o m o t e d C orpora l, ^ t h M ay.
DEPOT
P riv a te W. M c V ic a r a p p o in te d L a n c e - C o r p o r a l, 21st
June.

Overture
Song
Song
Song
Skirt Dance ..
Song

battalion correspondence.

Dear Mr. Editor,
May 31st.
Not much moving this last month; in
fact in this swanky weather, the great desire of the
soul is to be left in peace and quiet, so that it re
quires some energy to seek even amusement.
The learned ones say this month has been the
hottest on record for nearly twenty years, but I am
inclined to differ, judging from personal feelings,
and from my recollections of this time last year.
The last few days we have been treated to several
violent dust and thunderstorms, followed by heavy
showers of rain, which have done wonders in cool
ing down the temperature—for the time being at
least. The trees in cantonments have had rather
a bad time of it in consequence of these storms,
scarcely one having escaped without loss of life or
limb.
The sergeants gave another entertainment in
the theatre on the 8th, followed by a dance in the
mess. The singing and dancing in the 1st part of
the programme was excellent, as was also the act
ing in Part II. Though “Ici on parle francais ”is
hy no means a new piece to me, I can honestly say
I never have seen it better done, nor laughed more
heartily. The Major-General, who had been dining
at the officers mess that evening, patronized the
Performance as also the dance afterwards, both of
which he thoroughly enjoyed, as did all the guests
who were present.
The following was the pro
gramme :—

Band
S.M. Barton
Sgt. Hunt
Sgt. Harwood
Bd-Sgt. Regan.
Miss Matthew

The Old Guard
The Jap
Alone on the raft
Selected

Pianist
1st Violin
2nd Violin
Contra Bass

Mi’
s. Gillman
S.-Sgt. Gillman
Pte. McGee
Bd.-Sgt. Regan.

I
1st

REGIMENT).

nteryal.

PART II.
Selection
Farce

“P i on parle francais v
Characters.

Mr. Spriggins
Victor Dubois
Major Regal us Ratan
Mrs. Spriggins, wife of Spriggins
Mrs. Ratan, wife of Maj. Ratan
Angelina, daughter of Spriggins
Anna Maria, the slavey
G od S ay::

the

Band

Bd.-Sgt Regan
Sgt-Mjr. Barton
Sgt. Harwood
Mrs Barton
Miss Matthew
Mrs. Harwood
Mrs. Stewart

Q ueex.

Our two great comedians, Ptos. McEnuff and
Jackson, have been granted furlough and allowed
to join a ‘
troupe ' of the 18th Hussars, who are
touring round and raiding these provinces on behalf ,
of a charity, They are due here next week.
During the month C Company and a party of
casuals, band, signallers, etc., have completed their
musketry course (Table B) with thefollowing
results :—
C Co. Iudiv. 118'03. Collect. Pract. 45-74.
Casuals &c., Indiv. 124-14.----- C Company.
Marksmen1st Class
2nd Class 3rd Class
G
22
51
8
Casuals, &c.
10
15
33
8
Names of marksmen.—C Company : Privates
Francis, Brooker, Lipscombe, Last, Close, and
Csborne. Casuals : Lce-Corpl. Dickerson, Corpl.
Feuillade, Ptes, Brown and Barry, ‘
F ’; Pte.
Rumens, ‘D ’; Pte. Bills, ‘
E ’; Lce-Sergt Neigh-

Vp
T-TT?
Xj X*AiaJI
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h '.ir. and Pte. Avery, ‘
G ’; Lce-Corpl. Tatty, and

Pi,a. Hark, ‘H.’
It is r sportJd that H Company at Kailana have,
averaged in ludiv. 144*08, but no details yet to
hand. This is tall shooting but it must be taken
i
into consideration that the range there does not
extend beyond GOO yards, and consequently the
rounds for 700 and 800 yards are expended at
shorter distances.
I regret to say there are a great number of
enteric cases throughout the garrison at present,
and that the strains of the “Dead March in Saul ”
and such like are to be heard almost daily.
1st B attn. C orrespondent.
B attalion J ottings .

Ptes. A. Shears and W. Evenden have been
permitted to re-engage to complete 21 years.
Pte. J. Evans has been transferred to the 16th
Lancers.
Sergt. J. Hunt has been permitted to re-engage
to complete 21 years.
Lce-Corpl C. Lewis has been permitted to revert
to Private at his own request.
Pte. E. Lynch has been permitted to resume
his correct namc-Edward Thornton.
Corpls. W. Beese and J. Denton have been per
mitted to re-engage to complete 21 years.
Pte. T. Wood has been permitted to resume his
correct name— Samuel Edward Lea.
G.C. pay at 4d. has been granted to Pte, F.
Gouriet.

LETTERS

FROM INDIA.

(Continual fivm Pago 1159).

April 6th, 1831.
My Dearest Robert.—You once asked me to
I. give you an account of a tiger expedition, so here
| goes for an account, or journal rather of a month’
s
sport.for which three or us, Nicholson, your Mandeli
! servant, and a Mr. Barlow, from another station, a
{. very g ro a t man, left Gorruckpore yesterday at 5
f o’
clock, and arrived here at 3 o ’
clock in the morn

GA ZETTE.

ing, a distance of 22 cop or 44 miles.
The Hills
we can see quite well, no adventures on the road,
the first half we came in Buggy,the last in Palkee.
My bearers tumbled down once and gave me a start.
We have not heard of any tigers in this place, but
intend trying for something or another.
At 12
o'clock we have seven elephants and ought to have
sport.
6th April at Nichlow.— Saw plenty cf deer and
hog, did not fire at them for fear of frightening the
tigers. After beating about two hours, Mr. Barlow
found a couple of bears, Mr. Barlow wounded one,
but it got into a large jungle where we could not
follow it. About an hour afterwards put up an
immense tiger, but a great coward, my gun missed
fire, both barrels, Barlow missed him, so did
Nicholson, put him up again in a quarter of an hour,
fired twice but missed, he was a long way off, and
ran away like a deer, so lost him in the large tree
jungle—if we had hit him he would have turned—
returned to the tent at 5 o’
clock with only one
black partridge shot by Barlow.
7th came, 3 coss north this morning to Burwar.
Saw a few deer and hog, did not fire at them, go
out at 12 o’
clock to good ground, so expect sport.
Did not go out until two, found a tiger deer in very
long grass called Kurkut, but could not get him up,
as he went into the middle of it where there was so
much water, and the ground so soft, the elephants
could not follow him, so gave him up in disgust, and
came home about five o’
clock without anything:
saw a great number of deer. Barlow has got a boil
on the inside of his nose, and complains of a very
bad headache, and has taken 7 grains of calomel.—
We are to remain here to-morrow if he is unwell.
8th,— Nicholson and I went out alone to see
some deer, and what we could find, this morning
at sunrise : the deer wild—I killed one, and also a
liorakin (the most game bird in India). Nicholson
shot nothing, and we returned about 11 o ’
clock.
During the morning we found a ‘ sounder,’or flock
of wild hog, and immediately got of our elephants
and mounted our horses ; but they had got too far
away, so gave them up.
We also found a wild
buffalo lying dead, I should think with old age, with
enormous horns. The Hills are within 3 coss oi
this : we can see fires and trees plainly upon them,
and they put me more in mind of home than any
thing I have seen in India. I would certainly ride
to them, but the Nepaulise will not let a European
go into their land without an order from the
Government.—Barlow a little better. We, Nichol
son and ’
self, go out this evening after hogs, that
is the sport you- would like, nearly equal to fox
hunting. Went out this evening to look for some
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hog, but were driven in almost immediately by a
tremendous storm, which had a beautiful appear
ance coming down from the Hills. We have heard
this moment that we can go to Bortwal, one of the
Nepaul towns, and that we shall be within. 6 coss of
it in three days—Bigurpoir, 2£ coss N.West.
9th.—From the rain last night we did not leave
Burwar until 3 o’
clock, we immediately got into
good ground, put up lots of deer, and at last, a bear.
He came out at my side of the nulch, or ravine, one
barrel missed lire, the other I think missed him.
Barlow fired three times, missed, and he got away.
After going on some way, a common labourer ran
to us saying he had narrowly escaped being carried
" away by a tiger, who had taken away a cow of his,
and that he was in a nullah at a short distance,
eating it. We went there and sure enough put him
up—a splendid fellow.
At first he walked away
quietly, roaring very loud. Nicholson and I fired,
and one of us hit him—we expected him to come
back, but he did not—we followed him up, got close,
and, I believe, we all fired. He receded inch by
inch, and we followed him to the last batch of longgrass -where he made his stand. My elephant turned
and ran away 30or 40 paces, Nicholson’
s also funked,
but the one Barlow was on walked quietly up to
him as if he was a dog (this is the best elephant in
the district, and e"qual to any in India, worth £500
to a man fond of sport, belongs to a Rajah. and is
as they say, 100 years old), and Barlow shot him
in the head as he was in the act of springing within
two yards of the elephant’
s head, and he dropped
dead. All the elephant did when he saw him about
to spring, was to curl his trunk up like a snail and
hold his head up in the air, as if confident his rider
would kill him, which he did. The tiger had three
balls in him, and is a large one, though not very, and
did not show much sport,
I do not know exactly
his measurement, but when we get to the station
we will measure all the skins, and I will tell you.
10th April. Near Pawlie, 2 coss West.— Started
this morning before sunrise, and crossing a nulch,
found the marks of one or two tigers, and after
beating some time, put up a very large one. We
chased him up and down taking snap shots at him,
and at last he charged Nicholson’
s elephant, who
stood very well, but Nicholson did not kill him, and
be went to another nullah a short way off. Nichol
son and myself got a pot shot at him, and he came
°nt roaring awfully and put both elephants to flight.
He scraped Nicholson’
s elephant behind, but was
so severely wounded he could not spring. We got
°nr elephants round, and after giving him 3 or 4
jIJore shots he was killed. This tiger fought much
better than the first, and was larger and not so fat.
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We were, I suppose, f of an hour killing him, and
not more than 10 minutes at the first, and he had
seven balls in him—I alone fired 7 times. Nichol
son and myself has almost all of the sport, Barlow
most of the time being at the wrong side of the
nullah. We saw three fiorakins at once on the
wing to-day, and uncommon thing, and a perfectly
white deer, besides antelopes, and a beautiful pea
cock, but I fired at none of them for fear of frighten
ing the tigers. Both of the tigers were as large as
any you ever saw at home.
We got to our tents
about half-past nine to breakfast.
Went out at 4
o’
clock, found a tiger, had 2 or 3 snapshots at him,,
but he got away, and it got dark before we coulcl I
find him so came home.
11th April.—-Went out this morning to look for
a tigress and cubs, but could not find them ; shot a
large bear and young one, and caught another
young one—they show no sport; also shot a young
deer. Went out in another direction at 3 o’
clock to
an excellent nullah and immediately came on the
track of tigers, found two or three dead cows, put
up throe bears at once—killed one very large one,
put up a young tiger, which was killed with some
trouble —he lore Barlow’
s <lej haul’
s .trunk a good
deal, put up nextanother bear: Barlow a n d Nichol
son each fired two barrels at him, and missed, when
I who was further off, had the pleasure of wiping
their eyes by tumbling him over dead at one shot,
just like a rabbit.
Saw deer, antelope, etc., in
numerable.
12th April.— Came 0 miles this morning in a |
westerly direction, put up one tigress and killed her :
— she did not show any sport owing to Barlow and j
myself getting a pot shot at her which disabled her !
from charging.
This one was the mother of the
young one most likely,and it was apparently about
two years old.
Went out again but did not find
anything.
13th April, Ilarpore.—Went out at sunrise: a
blank. Again at 2 o’
clock to proceed to Jigney, 6
miles north. On the way put up a bear and a tiger,
both of which got away, the latter owing to the
darkness, at whom I had six shots and hit three
times, was the largest we have seen yet.
The
others did not get a shot at him, I hit him 2 in i
body 1 in foot........
“MANY HAPPY RETURNS OF THE BAY.
Lieut-Col, W. IT. Wilson, born 1st July.
Lieut-Col. H. B. Armstrong, born 3rd July.
Major O. J. Baniell, born 19th July.
Lieut. B. P. Walker, born 25th July.
Lieut. C. Y. Molony, born 19th July,
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THE ANNUAL TRAINING OF THE 3 ™ BATTALION,
The training of 1895 litis come to an end, and
was ot a most satisfactory nature. Assembling at
Maidstone on 13th May, the Battn. proceeded to
Lydd for musketry, and the ordinary drills of the
first three weeks. The musketry recruits, 250
strong, with a duty party of 30 militiamen, had pre
ceded the- part}7 there, so on arrival we found all
ready for us, tents pitched and stores drawn, and
all ranks quickly settled down.
The e imp bore a very different appearance to
that of 1893, when we were the only regiment under
canvas there, as this year three battalions of the
ISth Militia Brigade (3rd Boyal Sussex, 3rd Royal
Berkshire, and ourselves) were present, as well as
the musketry detachment, two companies at a time,
of the 3rd Royal West Surrey, which corps was en
camped with one of their line battalions, at New
Romney, about four miles distant.
Consequently
space was limited, but we managed to secure the
permanent cook-house for the men, and the officers
mess hut, both of which advantages were appre
ciated in the cold weather we had at first after ar
rival.
The first week was a busy one, as musketry was
carried on at high pressure, and also it was neces
sary to get through a lot of squad, company, and
battalion drill, to be ready for the brigade drills
which began in the second week.
This was successfully accomplished, and the
battalion was able to hold its own during the
marches past, drills, and attack movements which
followed, about three times a week, during our stay
at Lydd.
Towards the close of the third week more troops
arrived, and the ancient town and liberty of Lydd
presented an almost gay appearance, which cul
minated on Saturday, 1st June, when all the troops
destined for the flying column were present.
Meanwhile the annual inspection by Colonel
Bayiy, commanding 50th Regtl. District, had taken
place on Friday, 31st May, when the battalion turned
out on parade 800 strong.
The Inspecting Officer
visited the tents at dinner-hour, and in the after
noon, after inspecting the books, saw the Battn. on
uarade in marching order, and called out officers for
drill.
On Monday, 3rd June, the Militia Brigade pro
ceeded
by march to Iden, near Rye, upwards of 13
I
miles. An extremely hot and tiring march, but only
iifive men of our battalion fell out. It should be
mentioned that we were 8 companies, strength 600;
4 companies having been left at Lydd, the other
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battalions of the brigade being 500 strong. Owing
to the breakdown of a traction engine, our tents,
etc., did not arrive till after seven that evening, but
in spite of a drizzling rain, all ranks kept cheery;
perhaps the change from the stony wilderness of
Lydd to the pretty undulating country about Iden,
partly kept up our spirits, but e s p rit-d e -c a rp s had a
good deal to do with the matter too.
Tuesday saw us fight our way along the Military
Canal to Appledore,
On Wednesday we formed outposts, and after
wards marched to Ham Street, and Thursday and
Friday saw us in our camp near Ashford, by far the
most comfortable and best arranged camp we had
during the operations.
The sham fight of Tlnirsdap, though it was said to be only a rehearsal for
the next day, was certainly more interesting than
any of those preceding it, as we could see our enemy
in position on Collier H ill; it was further begun in
a more business-like way, as we made along march
to get to the ground, and on arrival had to form up,
taking advantage of the nature of the country in a
way that might very well occur on actual service.
The only drawback was that, many fields being pro
hibited to the troops on account of growing crops,
freeedom of movement was considerably interfered
with.
Friday was eminently a spectators day, and for
all that was to be learnt by the troops the sham
fight might as well have been omitted.
But the
subsequent march past of the opposing forces, now
grown to something like 10,000 men, of all arms,
was a fine sight, and getting the troops into posi
tion in a rather circumscribed field taxed the inge
nuity of the staff to the utmost. All went off with
out a hitch, however, and our battalion went past
very steadily. Of many trying days this was perhaps
the most fatiguing, as a scorching sun and clouds
of dust combined to ‘take it out ’of everyone, but
the 3rd Battalion were true to their traditions, and
stuck to their work like men.
The rest of the day was devoted to preparations
for our move back to Maidstone, which took place
on Saturday, a couple of specials landing us all at
the L.C. & D. station early in the day.
To sum up the military part of this training, the
battalion assembled well, did their work exee llently
throughout, and with little crime, whilst the dis
missal was in every way satisfactory.
A few words-, about our amusements :—
In a training, and at a station so much devoted
to business, little opportunity presented itself for
cricket. One match against the 3rd Berkshire, we
lost rather badly, chiefly from weakness in bowling.
At the Brigade sports we came out well, especially

in the obstacle race and tent-pitching competition.
2nd B attalion J ottings,
The following won prizes at this meeting :—
Corpl. D. O’
Connell has proceeded to the CurPte Coxhead, B Co. 3rd in 100 yards ; Pte.
ragh
fora
course
of instruction in gymnastics.
Brown, I Co 2nd in Sack Race, and Sergt Harrison,
I Co.. 3rd in do. ; Ptes. Ludgrove and Parks, M Co.
Corpl. F. Grey, and Lce-Corpl. G. Barden pro
1st and 3rd in Obstacle Race ; Sergt Conpland’
s ceeded to Chatham to undergo a course of instruc
team, I Co. 1st in Tent-pitching ; Pte. Field, I Co. tion in Field Works.
4th in Marching Order Race ; Corpls. Asbee and
Thompson, H Co., 1st and 2nd in the N.C.O’
s.
2nd b a t t a l i o n
intelligence,
Race. A torch-light tattoo.organised by the Brigade
Staff, was a great success.
(L ondondekuy D etachment N otes ).
The regiment, in small parties of two or three,
Dear Mr. Editor,
June 28th.
thoroughly explored the interesting and romantic
country between Lydd and Dungeness.
So little has been going on here beyond the
usual daily routine, that I fear I shall find it hard
work to write you much in the way of copy for your
s number.
next month’
However, I daresay lean find you something or
A VALUABLE RELIC.
other, so I will begin with that never failing topic
—the
weather, and its just as well to give it a word
A most interesting presentation has been made
to the 1st Battalion, in a fragment of the Regimen of praise when one gets the chance, for that chance
tal Colours borne by the 50th in the Sutlej cam does not, I regret to say, often occur up here at
paign. The history of this memento is as follows : Derry. With the exception of a brief spell of some
When the Regiment was in Ceylon, about 1860, what cold weather about the middle of June, fol
this piece becoming detached, was taken charge of lowed by some very much needed rain, wefiavebeen
by Col. Waddy, C.B. then commanding officer, and having very fair weather during this month, and
after his death it remained in the possession of Sir this has very much helped the progress and the re
sults of the companies at musketry. H Company
R. Waddy’
sfamily ; and his daughter Mrs. Wilmot,
completed their course a few days before the middle
at the request of Major Barker, has now agreed to
of the month, and were followed by G Company.
present it to the officers of the 1st Battalion
Probably a party of recruits will next occupy the
Royal West Kent Regiment.
range, and then probably F Company. Though the^
On the back of the frame which contained this
weather has latterly been fair, yet it has not always
relic was inscribed in Sir R. Waddy’
s handwriting
been favourable for shooting, for, as all know who
“Centre piece of the Regimental Colour which was have fired on the Eg] inton range, there is generally
presented to the 50th Regiment by H.M. William a strongish wind blowing, and if not a strong one,
IV. on August 8th, 1827, and carried by the Regt. it is often shifty and troublesome.
at Punniar, Moodhee, Ferozeshah, Aliwal, and
There has been a good deal of cricket in a small
Sobraon, during the Sutlej campaign.”
way this past month : one or two Company matches
We feel that we are only forestalling the wishes have been played, and several games, but the ground
of the 1st Battalion, by expressing in these columns is terribly hard and bumpy, which makes fast bowl
the very great obligation which the Regiment is ing somewhat dangerous. Among the matches
under to Mrs. Wilmot and to Major Barker for their played have been :—
thoughtful gift, which will be treasured as the
June 1st: D Co. v. E Co.—D Co. 58; E Co. 79.
donors must wish it to be.
June 13th : D Co. v. H Co. - D Co. 96 ; ‘H,’64.
This piece of colour bears the figure 50, encircled
June 15th : D and E Cos. v. G and H Cos.—D
by the words “Duke of Clarence,”the whole sur and E Cos. 107 ; G and H Cos. 117.
mounted by the word “Almaraz ”in a scroll.
June 22nd: Lieut Burbury’
s XI. v. Lieut Druce’
s
XI.—Lieut Burbury’
s XI. 72 ; Lieut Druce’
s XL
64 for 7 wickets.
We beg to acknowledge with many thanks the
Owing to a little rain lately, the ground has
receipt of the following subscriptions :—
somewhat improved, and companies have been up
Mrs. Rowe, Colonel Safford, Mr. Donelly, Mrs- fairly regular at practice in the recreation field.
To-day (June 28th) D and E Companies are
barrow, Surg-Major Owen-Owen, and Mr. Stanley
playing
G and H Companies a return match, in
" t o December, 1895.
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v li'cl) the former companies hope to have their re
venge for (heir previous defeat.
About the middle of the past month, a rifle
match was fired at Eglinton, between the sergeants
| of the detachment and the Derry Royal Irish Con
stabulary.
There were twelve aside, and the dis
tances tired at were 200, 500, and 600 yards. The
weather was bright and fine, though windy.
The
R.I.C. very kindly provided lunch on the range. The
match, which was fired with the Lee-Metford rifle,
resulted in favour of the detachment team.
The Royal Irish Constabulary (North West of
Ireland) Athletic Sports took place on 25th May,
; on the Brandgwell Road ground,and were in all rej spects a most decided success.
The weather was
; all that could have been desired, the attendance of
j people was simply enormous, and the committee of
| the sports are to be greatly congratulated on the
J excellent way in which everything was arranged
| and carried out.
The prize presented by the officers of the 2nd
; Battalion was allotted by the committee as 1st prize
I for the one mile bicycle handicap, and was won by
i Constable Caffery, stationed at Greencastle, Co.
| Donegal.
The band of the R.I.C. from Dublin,
| played throughout the day, and added greatly to
i the general enjoyment.
The £ mile race confined
to the garrison was won by Sergt. Bass, Clr-Sergt
Sharp being 2nd, and Sergt. Tipping 3rd.
On the previous evening an excellent concert
was given by the Royal Irish Constabulary at the
Opera House,, at which their band played several
pieces, and some excellent songs and choruses
were sung. The house was simply overflowing with
a very appreciative audience, which heartily encored
} all the performers.
We understand that from the proceeds of the
concert and of the sports, a large donation has been
made to the R.I.C. Orphans’Fund, donations also
being made to the Londonderry Sick Nursing
Society, to the Letterkenny Fever Hospital, and to
the Tyrone County Infirmary.
We are congratulating ourselves on there being
far fewer third class shots this year than usual—so
far, at any rate. There must however, always be a
: few left behind without making the required uum: her of points.
One is reminded of the piece of
: poetry, “The lament of the Third Class Shot,”that
appeared in the Q.O.G. of October, 1876. The third
class shot of the present day doubtless still laments
in the same strain.
In copying out this piece, I
. have slightly altered the wording in a few instances,
l so as. to make it applicable to the present course of
i' musketry, and in one case have added two lines to
ti complete
a verse.—
r
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LAMENT OF THE THIRD CLASS SHOT,
I cannot make points eighty,
I can’
t, upon my word,
But as to saying ’
tis my fault,
’
T is perfectly absurd.
Think you I shoot thus fora lark ?
A face of brass I'd got,
To stand thus daily jeers, because
I’
m but a Third Class S h o t!
Snaps I can take without a wink,
And as for ‘poking drill,’
I’
ve had enough to make me shoot
A midge a-mile, or kill
An emmet on St. P aul’
s, and yet
I curse my hapless lot,
With all my snapping, poking too,
I’
m but a Third Class S h o t!
More blank I ’
ve fired in my time
Than I need tell, or could ;
And, though I ’
ve fired with Morris tube,
My shooting’
s far from good,
All dodges I have vainly tried,
An ‘eye-patcli,’and what not,
Yet all is useless : to my grief,
I’
m still a Third Class b h o t!
A hollow’
s in my shoulder, for
The hollow of the b u tt;
I keep my left arm under well,
My cheek low down I put ;
My thumbs are in the proper place,
No rule laid down forgot,
Yet spite of all, and spite of will,
I’
m still a Third Class S h o t!
I’
m told that my position^ good,
My eyes are good, I ’
m sure;
My will is good, I truly .vouch,
And yet 1 must endure
The scoffs, the sneers, the laughs, the jeers,
Of those I injure not,
And Why P Because, I ’
m vexed to say,
I’
m but a Third Class Shot !
The other day I made a hit,
Of twenty rounds the first,
(My heart beat fast at sound so rare,
1 thought I should have burst) ;
The boys around astonished were,
“A fluke,”they cried—guess what—
“Wrong target,”from the m arker’
s butt,
For me—poor Third Class S h o t!
I cannot lay the blame on drink,
Or else I ’
d think ’
tw as it,
No p(o)ints I take, they give me none,
Because I never hit.
l‘
d give this day a trifle,
I’
d also stand a pot,
To hold my head upright and say
I’
m

so t a

T hird C lass S hot !

“F unkkv B obber.
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Pte. J. Owen has been appointed musician, vice
Brazier, deceased.
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Co tbe (fibilor of “ cbe (Queen's
$)lnu” (lYpcttc,

Hastings, 28th May, '95.
Dear Mr. Editor,—
The following N.C.O’
s. and men passed in
It will be a matter of interest to your regi
Ambulance B rill:—
ment
to
know that owing to the very liberal sub
Corpl. E. Moore. Ptes. F. Garlick, G-. Partridge,
scription they sent, Mr. Barrow is now quite out of
E. Litchell, C. Crarnp, C. McDonald, G. Brian, G.
want, his health has very much improved, and he
Bucklow, G. Biddlecombe, E. Leaney, B. Carter,
is
deeply grateful for the help and kindness shown
R. Diniond, and G. Hoskins.
him,—Believe me, Yours sincerely,
Lce-Corpl. G. Humphreys has been permitted
to revert to Private at his own request.

J. C, F arrell,
This letter was unavoidably crowded out of our last issue.
We must take this opportunity of thanking Major Farrell
for the interest and care he has taken in the case of this old
soldier of the 50th.— [Ed. Q.O.G.]

Good conduct pay has been granted to the under
named as follows :—
The donation of T1 from “D ”is acknowledged
At 4d : Pte. C. Lamprell.
with
many thanks.
At 2d : Pte. G. Bateman.
At Id : Lce-Corpl, J. Hanlon.
Woolwich, 24,,6,,95.
Sir,
The undernamed have been awarded 3rd class
ITa\ irg read in the last issue of the Q.O.G.
certificates of education :—
an
instance
of father and sou*, viz., Councillor
Lce.Corpls. W. Williams, T. Brown ; Ptes, H.
Hiekmott,
and
his son, Sergt. Hiekmott, of the 2nd
Hall, E. Jarvis, J. Jipps, II. Terry. E. Citaco, M.
Yol,
Bn.
Q,0.
(Royal
West Kent'Regt.),--obtaining
Williamson, H. Bilby, W. Taylor, W. Minall, C.
the
Volunteer
Long
Service
medal, and believing
Brooks, S. Reeves, E. Ashton, J. Sealy, W. Harris,
J. Evans, A. Wood, C. Ashby, J. Bell, W. Walsh, this to be the only case in the county. I beg leave
to point out that there are two such cases s t i l l serv
H. Jones, E. Ferrell, W. Smith, W. Brown ; Boys
ing in the 3rd Vol. Bn. Q.O. (Royal West Kent
H. Russell, P. Chivers, W. Cridland, and J.
Regt.), who have obtained that distinction, viz..
Stuart.
Q.M.S. F. Dann, sen., and Assistant Sergt-Major
F. Dann, jun.; also Sergt. G. Gomin, sen., and
Private W. Moore has been discharged as an Sergt G. Gotmn, jun.
invalid.
I might mention that Q.M.S. F. Dann, sen., is
also in possession of tbe Crimea and Turkish
Pte. F. Garlick has been passed to the Army medals.
Trusting you will find space to insert this in
Reserve.
your most valuable paper,—I beg to-remain, sir,
Your obedient servant,
H. Greaves, Sergt-Instr.
DEPOT JOTTI NGS.
3rd V.Bn. R.W.K. Regt.
We have received a copy of Col. Fyler’
s work,
“The history of the 50th. or The Queen's Own
Regiment,” published by Messrs. Chapman and
Hall, and beg to offer our most sincere congratula
A 1st class certificate of education has been tions tbe author on the publication of tins most
excellent work.
warded to Private W. McVicar.
From froutispiece to the end of the last appen
dix,
it is exactly what a regimental history should
E-C. pay at 3d, has been granted to Pte. S.
be—clear, comprehensive, and of sustained interest
Welch.
throughout, and whilst possessing a particifiar
-Pte, R, Johnson has been discharged as medi value to all old 50th officers and men, it has ne
even greater merit of forming a valuable couti mally unfit (Netley).

A and C Companies, under Capt. Wood Martyn
and Lieut. Pedley, proceeded this day toDymchurch
for their annual musketry practice.

JiOS
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f <'mi to military literature, and will be read with
pleasure and profit by the general public, to some of
whom the number ‘
50’may have hitherto borneno
special significance. We most cordially recommend
,1 to our readers, and hope that Colonel Fyler will
: set1 it attain all the success that, thanks to his
labour of research, it deserves.

REGIMENTAL DINNER.
The annual dinner of the 1st and 2nd Battns.
; (50th and 97th) took place in the marble salon of
the Grand Hotel on 13th June. The dinner was in
1every way a success, and the number of officers
I past and present attending it above the average.
We refrain from giving a copy of the menu, lest the
1st Battn. in the arid plains of India should be con
sumed with envy, and thirst, at the list of luxuries.
Below is a list of the officers who w7ere present:
Major-Generals Hill, and Leach, C.B.; Colonels
Bayly, Fyler, Richmond, and Tweedie, D.S.O.;
Lieut-Colonels Armstrong, Bellers, Brock,Churchill,
Clarke, Bury, King, Phillip, Vander-Meulen, and
Wilson ; Majors Barker, Brock-Hollinshead, Grove,
Harrison, Morse, and Smith ; Captains Alderson,
: Beeching, Dalison, Fanshawe, Heygate, Kennedy,
i Mann, A, Wood Martyn, and Wintour; Lieutenants
j Burbury, Davies, Pedley, Simson, and Walker ;
2nd-Lieutenant Kitson ; E. J. Chambers, Esq., and
A. M. Streatfield Moore, Esq.

AN OLLENDORF EXERCISE,
Good-morning ! I hope you are well. No ; I am
not well. There is a field-day to-day. Have you
often field-days ? Many of us are umvell.
Who is your father ? My father is a Colonel. Is
your father in the gunners, the cavalry, the infan
try, or the commissariat ? My father has many
; patients.
Have you any medals ? I have no medals, but
i my friend has three medals. Has your friend been
to the wars ? My friend has three medals. Do not
speak impertinently.
Has your friend a brother? My friend has a
brother and an aunt. Mv friend’
s brother (the
brother of my friend) is in the Intelligence. Is your
friend’
s brother intelligent ? Yes, my friend’
s bro
ther can play the banjo with his foot.
Does your
friend’
s aunt like Simla ? My friend’
s aunt does
like Simla. My friend’
s aunt is very beautiful.
What is your friend’
s aunt’
s husband ? He is the
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husband of my friend’
s aunt. Does he also like
Simla ? He has not been to Simla.
May I dance with you ? Iam dancing with Mr,
Jones. I am handsome, but Mr. Jones is ugly.
Come quickly before Mr. Jones arrives (shall have
arrived). How nice is the floor ! Why is Mr. Jones
angry ? Oh, how dark is this place ! I cannot see
the moon or the stars.
Why do you not wish for
the moon and the stars ?
Have you the oysters, the lemon, the bread, the
pepper, and the stout? No, but my friend has the
oysters, etc. Will your friend give us the oysters,
etc? My friend cannot give us the oysters, etc. My.
friend has eaten the oysters, the lemon, the bread,
the pepper, and the stout. Why is your friend like
a pig ?
Have you any children ? We have a boy (in.),
a girl (f.), and a baby (n.) I do not see your children
in the Club. The Club is full of wild beasts.
Have you a pony ? I have a good pony. Is your
pony wrell ? My pony is very well. Will you lend
me your pony ? I have been mistaken. My pony
is not at all well.
[777e C aw npore F ortn igh tly F ogh orn .]
DEA TH S.
A t L a n d o u r, In d ia , on 12th M ay, N o. 2257, P riv a te D
S w e e n e y , 1st B attn .
A t Meerut., In d ia , on 23rd M ay, N o. 2474, C o rp o ra l G
L e m o n , 1st B a t t n .
A t M eeru t, In d ia , o n 25th M ay, N o. 3714, Pte. W. Cloake,
1st B attn.
A t M eeru t, In d ia , o n 28th M ay. No. 2924, Pte. C. Hardy,
1st B attn.
A t M eeru t, I n d ia on 29th M ay, N o. 2948, Dr. W. Stemp,
1st Battn.
A t D elh i, In d ia , o n 29th May, N o. 3621, Pte. R. Murr.iord,
1st B attn.

Tun Terms

of

S ubscription

are as follow :

The Officers of both the Line Battalions and Depot,
6d. per month.
Other subscribers, 3/- per annum, including postage. With
Almanac 3s. 6d.
Copies will bo sold at Id. p er Number to Non-Commissioned

Officers and men serving with the colours.
per year. ’

I f sent by post, 1 W

Extra copies or lack numbers can always be supplied at the
same rate as is charged to N.C.O's and men.
All Subscriptions payable in advance, and all Correspondence
to be addressed to :
T he E ditor , The Queens Own Gazette,
The Barracks, Maidstone.
Printed by Drummer J. T. HIBBERT. Regimental Press, Uaidstoie.
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MAIDSTONE, 1st AUGUST, 1895.
PROM OTIONS & APPOINTMENTS.
Regimental (gazette.
1 st B A T T A L IO N .

P riv a te s a p p o in te d L a n c e - C o r p o r a ls : —
W. B o ots, 8th J u n e ; M. M a n k te lo w a n d A. P earson , 22nd
June
2 nd B A T T A L IO N .
Pte. G. F r e n c h a p p o in te d L ce-C orpl., 10th July.
1st V O L U N T E E R B A T T A L IO N .
S e c o n d L ieu ts. J. B. D ix on , ai.d A. G. M a sa ro o n resign
their c o m m is s io n s, d a t e d 17th July.
3 rd V O L U N T E E R B A T T A L IO N .
L ie u t- C o lc n e l C. D. D a v ie s is g ra n te d th e hon. rank c f
Colonel, d a t e d 3rd July.

1 st

battalion cor r espo n d en c e.

Meerut, 30th June, ’
95.
Dear Mr. Editor,—
The Gazette for June not having yet been re
ceived, makes me feel anxious lest my belated cor
respondence may have been the cause of delay. If
this has been the case, I will try and make a point
of catching the mail of the week previous, though
it is rather unsatisfactory when writing of the events
ot a particular month to have to despatch the letter
before the month is well through.
Major Western, Captain Rowe, and Lieutenant
Stewart have all had 10 days’leave during June to
Simla, to recruit their energies and to get a mouthhil of cool hill air.
Simla, as you probably know,
is the centre of the Indian world during the hot
months, April to October, where the Viceroy and
bis councillors, and the ‘Chief’and his satellites,
consequently the youth, beauty, and fashion
betake themselves to carry on their various adminish'Mive and social duties at the cooling elevation of
'TOOO feet. After leaving the train there is a drive
M58 miles up through, and over tvTo ranges of high
j'hs before reaching Simla. This is done in a
tonga ’(a fore and aft’
kind of machine with a can

KENT
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vas roof), drawn by two horses which go as hard as
they can split for two or three miles, and are then
relieved by a fresh pair. There are 17 reliefs on the
journey, which takes eight hours to accomplish.
Lieut. Beresford is expected back this afternoon
from Delhi, near where he has spent most of his 3
month’
s leave, pig-sticking. His return will allow
Adjutant Venables to proceed on four month’
s leave,
which he intends to spend at home.
We have had a good bit of rain this past month,
but until within the past week or so, our philoso
phers and guides in these matters, would not allow'
that the 1 Monsoon ’had broke, The early indica
tions of the rains have, however, been with us
several weeks : the mosquitoes have manufactured
themselves in an increased supply, grass and mush
rooms have sprung upon ones’boots in the night,
swarms of flying ants have tried their utmost to get
down one’
s throat, and have nearly extinguished
the lamp, all endeavouring to get rid of their wings;
then when they have suoeeded,and are wriggling
and crawling on the ground, you hear a hoarse sort
of chorus, and a score of frogs and toads arrive on
the scene to swallow up the dainty morsels. Then
look out for the proverbial snake, who is sure to be
also on the prowl after his supper of geuoniller
forces.
Musketry has more or less come to a standstill
owing to the ‘
rains,’and probably will not be re
sumed till October next. The following are the re
sults of the performances of the companies includ
ing casuals, which have fired since my last letter :—
Figure of Merit
No. of Men
Co,
130-55
80
A
4094
121-62
76
G
47*50
132-23
93
H
4102
The following marksmen have still fo have their
names recorded :—
A Co: Clr-Sergt. Willis, Sergt. Tench, Ptes.
Bridger, Johnson, Mallion, Pieken, Parr, and
Knight. B Co : Ptes. Andrews, and G. Taylor. E
Co : Lce-Corpl. Moore. E Co : Sergt. Rogers. G
Co : Lce-Corpls Gibson, Balchin, and Langford ;
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K C o : Sergt Whittard, Pte. James, Sergt Warner,
Cl r-Sergt Edmonds, Lc-e-Corpl. Gadney, Privates
|’
Nicholls, Pack, Corpl. Parks-, Ptes. Weal, Scamon,
Shrubb, Fennell, Hutson, Healey. Tough, Clifton,
Dormer, Iveese, and Crisp.
There have been no regimental out-door or
theatre entertainments during June, though two or
three professional entertainers have given perforj mances of sorts. The 18th Hussar Troupe were not
i by any means as brilliant as was expected, in fact
! our own two men, Ptes. McEnuff and Jackson, I
( regarded as the mainstay of the show, particularly
| the former.
The sergeants have again sent out invitations
! for a re-union at the regimental theatre to-morrow
i night (1st July), to witness the performance of a
| farce called “Lot 49,”preceded by a short concert.
I Everyone who is able is sure to attend, the last
! show having been such a success.
I enclose a communication from our detachment
at Kailana, where they appear to be : keeping the
ball a-rolling ’
—got more life in them than most of
us apparently,

(F rom O ur H ill C orresponded )

© A & B T t’
E.

after defeating
O the Herbvs with four wickets down,7
by an innings and 51 runs, Mr. Price eontr.buted
the useful score of 119 not out, Ptes. Lee and
Dormer making 47 and 43 respectively. Mr. Price
delighted us with his particularly free style of bat
ting, and should prove a useful addition to our
already strong officers eleven next cold weather.
On May 30th company sports were arranged for
H Company on the gymkana ground, near which
they were camped after a very successful musketry
course, in which they attained the high average of
144‘
08. Pte. Dormer carried off most prizes, win
ning the two steeplechases (one being open), the
mile, and the hundred yards.
The steeplechase
course consisted of two stone walls, two brushwood
hurdles, and a water-jump.
One unfortunate gentleman broke a rib in the
Lloyd Lindsay competition, arranged for the amuse
ment of the officers present, his mount having un
expectedly declined at the last moment to follow
his rider over the water-jump.
On the 30th May Depot sports were held, the
H.L.I. carrying off most prizes. Pte, Can-oil of A
Co., made a good fight with a private of the Cornwalls in the boxing competition, but to want of
condition just failed to catch the judge’
s eye.
I have omitted to say that we pulled over the
E.A. in the tug-of- war, but were no match for the
H.L.I. in the semi-final, this team eventually win
ning the final.

Kailana Camp.
W'e, that is to say, A and II Companies, with a
! sprinkling of other companies, under the command
| of Captains Style and Hewett, with 2nd-Lieuts.
Nunn and Price in tow, arrived at Kailana on the
5th April.
1st B attn. C orrespondent.
We have found the scenery all that we were
j told, glorious, but, as we were also told, we find a
! want of other amusements besides admiring
B attalion J ottings .
scenery. These amusements have been partially
Privates Duffy and McGee have passed Part I.
supplied by a travelling company, a sergeants’
Lower Standard in Hindustani.
dance, a tennis tournament, and a football, cricket,
and tug-of-war competition between the several
Loe-Corpl. C, Taylor resumes his correct name
corps represented here. A cup has been promised
—
James
Boldy.
to the winners of most points on the three games
combined.
These points at present after the con
Pte. J. Honeysett has been permitted to extend
clusion of cricket and tug-of-war, are as follows :—
his
service to complete 12 years with the colours,
Cricket Tug-of- war Total
and
has been transferred to the 21st Hussars.
Essex Regt.
80
20
100
H.L.I.
80
80
0
Pte. F. Healey has been permitted to continue
5th D. Gds.
20
60
80
in
the
service beyond 21 years.
5th Lancers
60
0
60
R.W. Kent
20
20
40
Corporal W. Richards has been granted a
Derbys
0
0
0
certificate
as Assistant Instructor in Army Signal
Royal Artillery
0.
0
0
ling.
E. Lancashires.
0
0
0
(20 points extra being given to each team on a
final- tie.)
Lce-Corpl. F. Lodge has been awarded a 3rd
In the cricket we were just beaten by the Essex, class certificate of education.
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Good conduct pay has been granted as follows:— of the peasantry of England. Until the age of 16^
At 2d : Lce-Corpls. J. Lmnsden, E. Birchenall; he had scarcely ever set eyes on a soldier— he says
he was. “rooky, just as you see them come into
Ptes. G. Clark, E. White, and F. Tidy.
At Id: Ptes. H. Johnstone, G. Stratton, J. Maidstone Barracks now.” But one day a gaily
Egan. J. Garland. R. Hannnersly, J. Klinker, F. clad recruiting sergeant passed his way, and, im
pressionable youth that he was, Raggett lost his af
Malt, C. Sparshot, and J. Fullex,
fections
to the Queen’
s uniform, gained proprietor
Restored 2d: Ptes. J. Nixon and E Pafford.
s coins of the realm,
Restored Id : Ptes. W. Canacott, H. Hollands’
’ ship over one of Her Majesty’
joining South Hants Militia on the 20th February,
A. McEnuff, E. Chapmans, and B. Horricks.
1855, and went to Gosport to.continue his military
education. But ere long the spirit of rebellion
broke out among the boys, and they were sent to
THE LIFE OF AN OLD VETERAN.
Winchester to be disembodied. At the barracks of
the Cathedral city were depots of regiments which
(Extracted from the Kent M essenger.)
were ‘
at the front in the Crimea.’ It was given to
D ayid R aggett .
the militiamen to volunteer for service in either of
W H0 does not ex the regiments there represented. Choice was made
perience a feelingof in a manner which was sufficiently exciting. Militia
of genuine pride at the officers were offered commissions in certain regi
mention of the names ments if they could bring so many men with them.
of men who have dune, In addition to the free kit and, say £8 bounty
or caused to be done, money, which, of course was provided by the nation,
great military exploits the officers tempted their men by additional mone
in the interests of their tary offers. To join the 23rd Royal Welsh Fusiliers
country ? But do the a sovereign per man was given. Raggett accepted
men of the rank and file it, and that piece of gold led to experiences, the
receive recognition of like of which can hardly under any circumstances
their services in due fall to the lot of a British soldier again.
proportion to their achievements ? We trow not.
In June he embarked for the ‘seat of war ’in a
Peradventure, it is a good thing for the generality sailing vessel, which nowadays would not be
of mankind that it is even so.
If every man who thought fit to carry American cattle. The provision
did battle for his fatherland received a fair measure of the troops was miserably done. Salt pork, bread,
of public acknowledgement of his prowess, the god and ‘
blooming bad cocoa,”the smell of which made
of war would have too great a plentitude of wor Raggett seasick, were the'staples on which British
shippers, and men would, to a certain extent, be pluck was nurtured. Off the coast of Algiers, the
everlastingly desirous of vamping up a casus b e lli vessel became wedged between dangerous rocks.
against their neighbours with frightful consequences. Her perilous state brought swarms of natives in
Against this, of course, it is to be said that as every boats to her. Their demeanour—Algierian and
labourer is worthy of his hire, every warrior is de Moorish piracy was more frequently met with forty
serving of a “bravo !”which is of more value than years ago than is now the case— was anything but
sounding brass or tinkling cymbal. But Tommy reassuring, and the troops were drawn up on deck
Atkins may console himself, if he never hears the in order to give them a realising sense of the nature
adequately appreciative “bravo ! ”that he is in the of the cargo which had become stranded on their i
same boat with many heroes, martyrs, and other coasts. A bargain was struck, and a long double
benefactors of their kind, whose praises have either line of fully manned canoes, by dint of much long
never been sung, or have been delayed until, asleep pulling and strong tugging, floated the troopship,
within their tomb, they have rested unconcious of and the journey war-wards was resumed. The old
their paeans which have found belated voice. This ship was leaky, and the pumps were incessantly
by way of introduction (it is not particularly per worked till Malta was reached.
A new vessel—a steamer—had to be secured for
tinent) to a perhaps somewhat incomplete summary
the
rest of the voyage, which having produced no
°fthe career of David Raggett, one of the bandsmen
notable
incident, terminated by landing at Bala
fit the Maidstone Barracks, whose portrait adorns
clava
on
August 10th, 1855. Raggett and his com
this column.
This Crimean and Indian Mutiny
veteran was born 57 years ago in the little Hamp rades arrived in time to participate in the closing
seige of Sebastopol.’
shire market town of Odiham—and was a true son stages of the ever-memorable ‘
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They were drafted to the front of the besieging host,
and in due course had their share in the fatal work
in the trenches. In telling of the leading event of
that time Raggett reminds you that you can read
about them. He tells you how those who went to
toil in the trenches one night, returned to camp the
next in terribly decreased numbers ; how the men
heroically endured almost every physical discomfort
that mortal man can be subjected to. He tells
how his own chum, peeping for a second over the
earthwork before the Redan, was struck down,
! never again to move, by a bullet which pierced his
; ear. The severest havoc was wrought, as everyone
i knows, by the Russian shells.
As indicating the
| ineradicable presence of that humourous spirit of
I Englishmen which finds its exemplification in the
discovery and use of nicknames, it is worth men
tioning that our common red coats dubbed that
most destructive instrument, which was composed
; of several small shells and wrought the direst
injury, the “Russian happy family ”— a curious
designation, seeing that the ‘
happy family’brought
sorrowful disaster to more families than one likes to
calculate.
When the historic attack on the fortresses of
the city was made, R aggett’
s regiment was en
gaged in the assault on the Redan, having
been first supplied- with three days’rations, one
day’
s rum, and sixty rounds of ammunition.
The
Redan was only about eighty yards from theforemost trenches, but the enemy had placed all sorts
of obstacles in the way of the progress of the at
tacking troops, and the onslaught was characterised
with great loss.—But why should one presume to
describe the terrible events of that day, which have
been recorded in the annals of our nation by men
highly skilled in the art of telling tales of valorous
bloodshed and ultimate victory ; enough to say that
Raggett was in the thick of that part of the conflict,
which, from our point of view, was not immediately
successful. Yet, as the French were successful in
taking the Malakoff, and at other points the allies
secured the other hand.
Sebastopol was taken,
j and the great mid-century war was practically at
I an end.
The return to England was made in the London,
i and a landing was effected at Gosport, July 21st
; 1856. After a short stay at Portsmouth, the 23rd
was ordered to China, and duly embarked. When
Singapore was reached, news of the outbreak of the
Indian Mutiny v. as received, with a command to
i make haste to Calcutta, to assist in the quelling of
| 1lie great rebellion.
This is the old soldier’
s way
cf telling about the war as he knew it :
“We marched right up to Lucknow, which was
i___________________ '
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under siege night and day to relieve them that were
hemmed in.
We were pretty well six weeks—or
perhaps two months—going up. Before we got
there Sir Colin Campbell, who had came out from
England, overtook us, between Benares and Cawnpore, and took command. At Cawnpore we saw the
well into which the women were thrown.
When
we got to the Alum Bagh Plain, the different regi
ments formed up. From there we made a grand
start for the city, leaving a regiment or two at the
Alum Bagh to take charge of the things. When
we had started, the enemy came and captured our
baggage train, taking it into Lucknow. We com
menced the attack, and were about three days
fighting our way through the streets to the Resi
dence. Soon after their relief by General Havelock,
they were again besieged with his troops. We re
leased the residents, and they were sent right away
down the country. We went back to the Alum
Bagh and camped there.
"While we were waiting
at Lucknow we could hear the booming of guns,
but we—Tommy Atkins, I mean—didn’
t know
where. AVe afterwards found that it was Nana
Sahib attacking Cawnpore with 30,000 men. He
captured the city, and everything except the
little fort which held the bridge of boats across
the Ganges. We were sent back as fast as we could
go, doing the 48 miles by forced marches without
pitching our tents at all—we did just stop to have
a bit of ‘
grqb.’ AVe only got there just in time.
He had captured all the baggage, and was burning
the place, and was having a nice game.
The day
after we got over the Ganges, we showed battle on
the plain. AVe captured the whole of his standing
camp, with thousands and thousands of clothes and
tents, and sacks of corn and spears to a terrible
amount, and a hundred elephauts and camels, and
all sorts of things, AVe got into the camp before
the sun was up, and found the warm cakes that had
been cooked for breakfast.
We were hungry, but
were afraid to touch them for fear they were
poisoned. One of the elephants had its trunk cut
off, and was rushing about in great agony, so we
blew its brains out.
AVe started in pursuit of the rebels, and chased
them till there were none left,
The 9th Lancers
did the most execution.
They killed every single
one they caught. There was no quarter given to
old Nana Sahib’
s lot. We went as far as the Nepaul
Hills.
After we came back to Cawnpore, we went up
to Lucknow for the final capture. We adopted the
same tactics as at the relief of the Residence, tackthe city from several places. AVe were about a
week taking it, the suburbs the first day, and the
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iron bridge on the 11th March. The next morning
as we were preparing breakfast on the roof of a
house, the enemy brought a big gun to play on uhe
building. 1 was wounded in the leg—the shot was
spent, or my limb would have been left there. After
I came out of hospital, I joined the band, and
stopped in it till I was discharged at Agra and
came to England.”
Arrived in this country, Raggett joined the
Marines band at Chatham, and remained there
until 15 years ago, when he joined the permanent
staff at Maidstone. Of his instrumental abilities
there is no room to speak—indeed, there is little
need, for he is a familiar figure at musical events
in the district, and his skill on the bass viol is such
that of him it has been said “he makes the
orchestra.”
If you talk to Raggett about his career, he will
—in telling you of his enlistment, his promotions,
the tangible recognition of his good qualities by his
comrades, or the winning of his pension—produce
venerable looking documents to prove that he is
telling you no idle tale. Not the least interesting
of these is the “soldier’
s small book,”which was
taken with the baggage train by the rebels at the
relief of Lucknow, and was found by him in that
famous city several weeks afterwards, in looking
over some rubbish in a yard, The medals he gained
for service in both campaigns tell their own
honourable story.”

DEPOT

JOTTINGS.

The latest list of Soldiers’Balances Unclaimed
contain the names of Private John O’
Rorke, and
Sergeant George Williams, whose balances of
£1.3s.lid., and £35.1Gs.4d. still remains unclaimed.
The annual meeting of the Depot Recreation
Club has been held, and officers elected for the
football season, at which branch of sport the West
Kent are always to the fore.
Yesterday the boys of St. Paul’
s school gave a
Kill display on the Barrack square ; but an account
|of this we hold over till next number.
The members of the Depot Shooting Club com
mence operations next month, at the Hollingbourne
range with the Martini Henry rifle.
Major-General Sir C. Warren, commanding
Thames District, made the annual inspection of the
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Depot on the 29th ulto., the usual programme
being gone through.
We have reason to believe
he found everything as it ought to be.
We are pleased to record that the efforts to se
cure an increase of pension to W. Barrow, lake
50th Regt,, has been successful.—9d. per diem ad
ditional has been granted.

2™ B A T T A L I O N

INTELLIGENCE.

(Londonderiiy D etachment N otes).

Dear Mr. Editor,
July 26th.
A good deal of cricket has been played this
last month, and the ground has improved since the
rain.
On June 28th the return match of D and E Cos.
v. G and IT Cos. was played, the former winning
easily this time :— D and E Cos., 109 ; G and H
Cos,, 48,
July has not passed, we are glad to say, without
the annual inspection of the G.O.C. taking place.
At Enniskillen, General Moorsom arrived on Mon
day. 29th ; and spending that day there came on to
Derrv the following day.
Owing to the train by
which he arrived being extremely late, the time he
was able to devote to the inspection was a good
deal curtailed. The detachment now consists of
8 officers, and 329 N.C.O's. and men.
The parade in marching order was, as naturally j
to be expected, very good; and the General ex
pressed himself as very pleased with all he saw.
Perhaps some of those inspected to-day will have
the good fortune to serve under him again, as he
is about to proceed to Rawul Pindi to take up the
command there.
Field training and musketry are the order of the
day. The musketry is steadily improving ; and if
the three companies that have still to shoot can
keep up to the form of the last one, the battalion
will stand high among all the battalions at home.
The performances of F Company are so exception
ally good that I enclose the result of each practice,
as I know it will interest many of your readers.
Captain Lees and his N.C.O’
s. took for many
days before coming here, so much trouble with
their men, especially 3rd class shots, in the way of
practising with Morris tubes, etc., and the men so
cordially seconded their efforts, that they richly de
serve their success.
Clr-Sergt Kill was the best shot with 205. Out
of the 84 men who fired—46 are marksmen, 30 1st
class shots, 8 2nd class shots, and not one 3rd class
shot.—
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F Co. Figure of Merit—
Individual.
200 yards
200 „
300 „
300 ,,
500 ,,
500 ,,
600 „
700 „
800 ,,
Individual attack

individual
rapid
individual
rapid
individual
rapid
individual

Average.
17-46
16-19
15-51
17-27
15-40
18-66
13-93
16-74
15-22
11-37
157-75

Song
Song
Song
Song
Song
Song
SongSong
Song

GAZETTE
Lce-Corpl Haywood
All in a row
„
Hyde
Under the red, white it blue
Corpl Pearson
Par Away
Corpl A. Wood
The scamp of the regiment
Up the road
„
Spooner
Br. Minchell, R.A.
My son, my son
Sunshine Above
Corpl Saunders
Nor ah
,.
G. Wood
Blind Boy
,,
Seaton

On Saturday, the 6th July, the officers and ser
geants of the detachment had a ‘pick up ’rifle
match at Eglinton, the conditions being seven
rounds at 200, 500, and 600 yards. The sides were
chosen by Majors Harrison and Daniell, the result
being in favour of Major Harrison’
s side by ‘
a good
Average of Co.
many
points.
Eleven
fired
on
each
side.
Sectional.
Out of a possible of 84 points, Sergeant Taylor
Bounds. Points.
made
72, Sergt Wood 71, Clr-Sergt Cook 69, Sergt
840
Volleys 800 to 500 yds.
1120
Grellier
65, Major Harrison 62, Sergt Burgess 60,
1346
1659
Section attack
Clr-Sergt
Mills 59, Clr-Sergt Kill 58, Clr-Sergeant
419
Bd. Vols. 400 yds. single rank 553
Sharp 51, the remainder being mostly “in the
386
two ranks 553
forties.
”
438
553
Independent, 300 yds.
On
July 13th our first out cricket match, v. St.
3429
Total— 4438
Columb’
s Court, was played. Winning the toss
On the 1st July the corporals of the Garrison
the
detachment
put together 77, (Lieut. Druce 26,
held a most successful smoking concert in the
library, Derry, the guest of the evening being Corpl Clr-Sergt. Sharp 18, Sergeant Bass 15 notout). St.
s failed to reach this by 8 runs, making 69.
W, Curtis, who is quitting the service on comple Columb’
Corpl.
Spooner
bowled very well, taking 6 wickets
tion of 21 years.
Corpl. W. Curtis is one of the
for
25
runs.
good old soldiers of the old school, and has held his
On July 20th a ‘pick up ’of Lieut, Burbury’
s
stripes a great number of years. He has held the
XI.
v.
Lieut.
Bruce’
s
XI.
was
played,
resulting
as
the responsible post of regimental postman almost
Lieut Burbury’
s XI., 66; Lieut Bruce’
s
as long as he has held his stripes, and in losing follows
XI,,
37.
him we have lost one of our best soldiers.
On July 27th our return match against St.
The chair was taken at 8.15 p.m., by Corpl. A.
Columb’
s Court will be played.
Faughan Valley
F. Wood, who kindly volunteered to keep the lads
C.C,
have
challenged
the
detachment
to a match,
in order, and the following programme was ably
but
the
date
being
unsuitable
it
had
to be de
rendered, Corpls. Seaton, Haywood, and Br, Minchell being repeatedly encored. The chief feature clined.
“O ur L ondonderry C orrespondent.”
of the evening was a presentation to Corpl. Curtis
of a purse of money subscribed to by the N.C.O’
s.
and men of the garrison, who all held him in such
B attalion J ottings .
high esteem ; several of the seniors testifying to his
The undernamed have been awarded 2nd class
good qualities by good long speeches. After chair certificates of education :—
ing the guest, and giving three times three, and
Lee-Corpl. J. Hyde; Privates G. French, and
three more for his wife and family, the meeting dis S. Borman.
persed with “God save the Queen at midnight,
ill us ending one of the most enjoyable evenings we
Lce-Corpl. Pierpoint and Pte. J. Colegate have
iave ever held. The following was the pro- proceeded to Maidstone to join tne Depot for
jramme
duty.
5J

Song
Song
Song
Song
Song
Song
Song
Song

J 5

5 5

5 >

5 5

Oh ! what a happy feeling
Lce-Corpl Pond
Rickety Rackety Crew
„ Pritchard
They love us for our rhino
,,
Coe
Half-past nine
Corpl Hayes
Tommy Atkins
Br. Saunders, R.A.
Corpl Seaton
All’
s Well
Lce-Corpl Lang
Merry Medley
Good old mother
Br.. Minchell, R.A.

Corpl. Curtis has been granted a pension at
ls.6d. per diem.
Corpl. G, Dixon has been awarded a certificate
for Field Works.
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Good conduct pay has been granted to the under
named as follows:—
At 5d : Lce-Corpl. J. H. Clarke.
At 4d : Lce-Corpl. A Hapted, and Drmr. F. G.
Wood.
At 2d : Pte. E, J. Porter.
At I d : Ptes. J. W. Edge, S. A. Flowers, J.
Hunt, J. Richardson, F. Adams, J. Brian, A.
Mackey, and A. Alder.
Pte. E. J. Porter has been transferred to the
Ordnance Store Corps.
Ellen Kathleen, the wife of Corpl. J. Pearson,
has been taken on the strength of the married
establishment.
Captain Hodges has proceeded to Chatham to
join the Surveying Class at the School of Military
Engineering.
Boy J. Gaylor attains the age. of 18 years.
Good shooting prizes have been awarded as
under : —
Corpl. J. Howard, 10s.2d.; Pte. T. Hill, 11s.3d.;
Pte. F. Smith, 7s.l0d.; W. Barnes, Gs.iOd.; Sergt.
J. If. Wood, 13s.4d,
Clr-Sergt. J. H. Hardy has been awarded a cer
tificate of musketry from the School of Musketry,
Hythe.
Pte. J. Billings has been passed to the Army
Reserve.

A DAY’S MAHSEER FISHING IN INDIA.
Having just returned from a month’
s fishing trip
on the river Gurri, an extract from my sportingdiary may interest some brother fishermen :—
June 3rd.— S—— of the B.H.A. and I left our
camp at C—i, and started to fish our way down to
our new camping ground at K—a, a distance ol
about six miles.
The day’
s sport began badly, for we had fished
nearly a mile and half of water and had only picked
llP one or two fish of about a couple of pound’
s
''eight. However, the luck changed, and a shout
h'oni S----told me that he was into a good fish.
Seizing mv gaff I ran up to him, and found a 12 lb.
•pahseer already landed, and another good fish was
fighting hard to regain its liberty. A few words
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from S--- explained what had happened. He had
been fishing a likely looking pool with his 9 ft. trout
rod, and a very small gilt fly spoon, in the hope of
tempting a 3 or 4 lb. fish. The first cast however,
had risen the 12 pounder, who rushed down to a
deop, quiet pool, which gave the little rod a chance
of killing him, and 20 minutes afterwards 8—- had
the satisfaction of looking at a good fish killed on a
9 foot trout rod. He had then changed to his 16
ft. split cane, and using the same spoon had tried
his luck in the pool again, at once hooking the fish
which was now being drawn up .to the bank.
It is a wedl known fact that it is no use trying
to gaff a mabseer in the same way as one does a
salmon, as the scales on the former make a sort of
armour plating. However, I had always been rather
sceptical on this point, and as my gaff was as sharp
as a needle, I determined that this should be a test
fish. I put all rny strength into the stroke, and
had the mortification of seeing one scale on the
point of my gaff, while the startled fish rushed back
to the deep waffr. The next time S----brought
him up to the bank, I took him quietly, and hook
ing him in the gills, pulled him out. Hewasafiue
fish, weighing just under 29 lbs.
After lunch we resumed our fishing, and I had
picked up one or two small fish on iny silver spoon,
(N.B.—I had no gilt ones, and was too proud to
borrow), when a shout from S--- again took me to
his side.
“A real whopper”was all he had time
to say, as his fish took him down-stream with the
mad impetuosity of an enraged mahseer. tie was
mistaken however, as when I pulled him ashore 114
was all he scaled. lie was a very game male fish,
and fought well, as ills males always Jo.
My luck was out, and I flogged away in savage
silence with my silver spoon, scaring every fish
within a hundred yard of me. The climax was
reached, when meeting 8— at a good pool further
down, he showed me his last capture, a fine male
fish of 16| lbs.
This was too much for me, and
sinking on my knees (metaphorically) begged for
the loan of a gilt spoon. My request was instantly
granted, and fixing my spoon on my 12 foot rod, I
looked about for a likely spot for a good fish.
My attention was drawn to a big rock with very
deep water on my side of it (a uiahseer loves a big
rock), and easting out my spoon, I let the current
take it gently down by the edge of the rock. It was
immediately snapped up, and the mad rush down
stream told me it was no small fish. How I longed
for a big rod; my little trout rod seemed to have no
power in it at all, and the fish went up-stream or
tore at express rate down again, in a way that told
me I had taken a rather large job on hand.
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I lie fish worked his way down stream pretty
| rapidly, and after about a quarter of an hour, I was
| getting into nasty looking water. A short dart up
| stream fouled the line round a rock in the middle
ot the river. I darted up to my waist in water, and
got my first view of the fish; for he had sailed
round the rock and then bided awhile to make up
his mind as to what to do next. I actually knocked
against him as I stumbled along, which so scared
him that he flew down stream, thereby unfouling
the line, and nearly running, me out.
After another anxious quarter of an hour S—-—
arrived on the scene. The fish was now pretty 'well
beat, but had got into a real bad bit of river, amass
o f rocks, rushes, and white water.
I stood on the
bank and gave him as much butt as the rod would
itand, while S----, with the agility of a chamois,
pimped nimbly from ri ck to rock unfouling the line
almost as fast as the fish fouled it.
This sort of work went on for about half an hour,
and then the mahseer gave a last despairing rush
down stream, and fouled the line under the trunk
ot a fallen tree in the middle of the stream.
We
both thought the game was up, but as a last chance
I plunged up to my neck in water, and on reaching
the tree darted the rod underneath, and brought it
up intact on the right side of the tree.
The fish
however, slowly moved up stream again, and passed
back under the tree. I tried to make the rod follow,
| but a sharp crack told me that it had broken under
the strain. The mahseer was now trebly fouled in
•
be branches of the tree, and being absolutely ex
hausted, he lay like a log at the end of his tether,
being practically tied to the tree.
S----getting
behind him, deftly slid his fingers into the gills,
and five minutes afterwards we were looking at a
dead mahseer weighing 21^ lbs. He took over an
hour to kill, and had it not been for S----s’timely
arrival, he must have broken me.
This ended our day’
s sport, and we were well
satisfied with it. We had killed 99 lbs. of mahseer
including the following fish : 21-1, 19^ 16, 12£, and
II lbs., all killed on on a small gilt fly spoon ; and
had I used one earlier in the day, I think our total
might have reached 150 lbs.
Two days afterwards we made a bag of 62 lbs.,
but the biggest of this lot was under 7 lbs,
“P.B.”
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Mr. Robson served with the regiment in the
Crimea, Ceylon, New Zealand, and Australia, and
took his discharge to pension on the expiration of
21 years in 1869, and was appointed store-keeper of
the convict prison, Darlinghurst. Through his zeal
and integirty in that office, he was promoted to In
spector of the convict stores in N.S. Wales, which
appointment he held at his death.
Mr. Robson was for many years Orderly Room
Clerk of the 50th, and was highly respected by
everyone in the regiment.
We have much sym
pathy with Mrs Robson and her family, who, we
are glad to say, are left in prosperous circum
stances.
“MANY HAPPY RETURNS OF TH E DAY.”
-----------Major C. W. H. Evans, born 19th August.
Lieut. R. J. Woulfe-Flanagan, born 2-1th Aug.
Col. D. J. D. Safford, born 26th Aug.
Lieut-General SirH. E. Weare, born 27th Aug.
Capt. W. Y. Hopegood, born 28th Aug.
Lieut-Colonel H. W. Phillips, born 81st Aug.
B IR T H S .
I n I n d ia on 29th A pril, th e w ife o f S e r g e a n t F. Tench, 1st
B attn . o f a d au gh ter.
I n I u d ia o n th e 6th M ay, th e w ife o f C lr-S ergcan t F.
E d m o n d s , 1st Battn. o f a d a u g h te r.
D EA TH S.
A t M eeru t, In d ia , o n th e 2 n d June, N o. 3434, Pie. Y7
G riffen, 1st B attn.
A t D elhi, Iu d ia , on th e 2nd June, N o. 3557, P t e W. Duffel),
1st Battn.
A t Chakrata, In d ia , o n th e 2 n d June, N o. 2807, Pte. A.
D e a le y , 1st B attn .
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Our members of the old 50th will regret to hear
of the death of a fine old soldier, Clr-Sergt. James
Hobson, who died at Sydney, N.S. Wales, on the
7tli April last.

T he E ditor , The Queens Own Gazette,
The Barracks, Maidstone.
Printed by Drummer J. T. HIBBERT, Regimental Press, Maidstone.
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the first that have taken place in the polo field,
which was very suitable. Compared with last and
Regimental (Sa^cttc.
previous
years, which were in every way successful,
_____ ,♦_______
these sports were a great improvement, and indeed,
1 st B A T T A L IO N .
the best that have ever been held in connection
L a u ce- S erg t. II. W a tk in s p r o m o t e d S ergean t, 18th June.
with the Derry Garrison. This success is mainly
O orp l T. Slade, a p p o in te d L a u c e - S e r g t , 10th July.
due to the indefatigable efforts of the committee
L ce - C o rp l. G. W in s ta n le y p r o m o t e d C o r p o r a l 18th June.
Pte. W. O s b o r n e a p p o in te d L a n c e Corpl., 26th July.
and sub-committee, who did everything in their
2nd B A T T A L IO N .
power to make the sports as successful and enjoy
Pte. A. L a w r e n c e a p p o in te d L a n c e - C o r p l, 26tli A ugust.
able as possible, and their efforts were rewarded to
the fullest extent, such a high degree of success
never before being attained, and would be hard to
2nd
battalion intelligence.
beat, even by the cream of athletic clubs. Nothing
militated against the success of the evening. The
arrangements were extensive and complete, so much
( L o n d o n d e r r y D e t a c h m e n t N o t e s ).
so, that to carry out the work of preparing the field,
Dear Mr. Editor,
August 27th.
and carrying out the necessary accompaniments to
With the exception of the Garrison Athletic a first-class meeting, almost three entire days
Sports, which took place on the 21st inst., not much were taken up in the work. The grounds were in
has been going on this month in the way of sport. excellent condition, the racing course being splen
Cricket has about come to an end, and football in didly prepared.
At different points along the
a small way has commenced. The three principal grounds flags were displayed, while there was a great
Derry papers, the S e n tin el, the Journal, and the display of bunting.
.Standard, all had long accounts of the Garrison
The programme embraced thirty-three events,
Sports, the following account which I now send you and all these filled well, and produced the keenest
is that given by the Sen tin el of 22nd inst. (with a competition. Amongst the competitors was an
few slight alterations) :—
Artillery gunner named Harper, formerly of Ports- .
President, Lieut-Colonel Hewitt, C.R.A. Com mouth, and a member of the Royal Artillery foot
mittee, Major Daniell. Lieuts. Burbury andDruce, ball team which carried off the Army Challenge
and Clr- Sergt Mills, R.W.K. Regt. ; Capt. Bryant Cup. Being well trained he succeeded in carrying
and Sergt-Major Rousham, R.A. Sub-committee, off four first prizes, and would probably have carried
Q.M.S. M’
Cauley, Sergt-Instr Roberts, Sergt-Mjr. off more had he not been debarred from again com
Munday, Corpl. Bailey, R.A.; Clr-Sergt, Cooke, peting by the rules. In the companies’
tug-of-war .
Clr-Sergt. Sharpe, Sergts. Lee and AYood, Corpls. a number of teams entered, the final winner being
Hartt, Wood, and Spooner, R.W.K. Regt. Elandi- found in a Royal Artillery team.
At the close Mrs. Hewitt distributed the prizes
cappers, Lieuts Burbury andDruce. Starter, Lieut
Burbury. Referee, Major Harrison. Judges, Capt. to the successful competitors in a graceful manner.
Cheers were given for Lieut-Colonel and Mrs.
Fanshawe, and Surg-Capt. Elliott.
The sports were held in the Polo Field undei Hewitt, Majors Daniell and Harrison, the officers,
the most favourable circumstances. The weathei and the officials.
"'as of the brightest description, as to please the
[Want of space prevents our publishing the
most fastidious.
There was a very large number list of winners.—Editor.]
of spectators, who lined the ropes and took a great j
(Continued on Page 1184).
interest in the different events. These spoits weie j
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We have received an account of the dn.'h ofSgt.
Mace t;i hen I'min the I m p e r i a l R e p o rte r. —
‘Loach Erin- has claimed ami received its annual
i-ii.taiy tribute. Unhappily from one cause or
another not a year goes by without a death by
drowning being recorded, but on this occasion it did
not arise from drink or any of the usual causes, but
i was the result of pure accident. Lieut-Colonel
Cautley is a keen yachtsman, and was dowm the
Lower Lake on Tuesday, August 6th, on his yacht,
and one of the boat’
s company was Sergeant Mace,
who was a reliable, steady man and a good swim
mer.
He was in a small boat towing behind the
yacht, and when on sitting down on the stern seat,
it parted, throwing him backwards into the water.
When the sad news reached barracks, the
greatest regret was expressed, and quite a gloom
settled on the place.
Search parties were imme
diately organized, and boats have been busy drag
ging for the body ; but as the lake is deep, and the
current pretty strong, it is likely it has been carried
some distance from the locality of the accident.
Lieut-Colonel Cautley, Major Grove, and others
have been out endeavouring to find the body.”
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VOLUNTEER BATTALION AT SHEFFIELD PARK.

The 1st Yol. Battalion were by invitation of
Lord Sheffield included in the numbers taking part
in the operations in his lordship’
s famous grounds
of Sheffield Park, Brighton, on Saturday, July
27th.
The troops engaged were divided into ‘
red’
and ‘blue ’armies.—Lieut-Colonel Henderson was
entrusted the command of the defending force, and
some very interesting struggles took place during
the progress of the manoeuvres.
After the fight came a march past.—The
troops marched past in column of companies with
arms at the shoulder, the red force, led by Colonel
Henderson, coming first. The smart and wrellliorsed troops of the Hants Carbineers, with their
shining helmets, were in the van, and were fol
lowed by the 1st Sussex Artillery Volunteers—
Position Battery, band, and six strong garrison
companies—who presented a most soldierly ap
pearance. Next came the 1st Sussex Engineer
Volunteers in three companies, but most of the
cheering was reserved for the 1st Volunteer Battn.
lioyal West Kent Regiment, who mustered five
strong
companies, and whose marching past was
B attalion J ottings .
probably the best among the infantry regiments.
Good shooting prizes have been awarded as Their steadiness and smart appearance was con
under :—
spicuous, but they had the big advantage over the
Clr-Sergt. Perryman, 10s.Id. ; Sergt. Ashby others that they were dressed simply in drill order,
17s.6d. ; Corpl. Seaton, 10s.4d. ; Corpl. Bullock, while the others were in full marching order.
12s.Id. ; Lce-Corpl, Savage, 11s,4d. ; Pte. LawColonel Brookfield then led up the blue force,
I rence, 12s,3d. ; and about 70 other prizes of smaller and was accompanied by Captain Wilson and Lieut
value.
Grantham as gallopers. Tho premier position in
this force was of course taken by the 2nd Sussex
Pte. Chawldey has proceeded to Newry for a
Artillery Volunteers, who had one strong garrison
course of gymnastic instruction, and attached to
company in addition to the Position Battery. Next
; the Duke of Cornwall’
s L.I.
came Colonel Verrall’
s regiment (the 1st V. Batfc.
Second-Lieutenant C. E. Kitson, and Sergt H. Royal Sussex) formed up into four strong com
They were followed by the 1st Cinque
Palmer proceeded to the School of Musketry, panies.
Ports R.V., under Major Farrell, in four fair-sized
: Hytlie, on the 6th August.
companies, and then came the 2nd Vol. Bn, Royal
Good conduct pay has been granted as follow s:—■ Sussex Regiment under Major Henty. The latter ,
! ^ At Id : Ptes. W. Shilling, W. Nye, E. Stack, H. body was in five strong companies, and both bat
talions were cheered. The rear was brought up by
Tiff, J. Andrews, A. Sayer and A. Lines.
the Bearer Company of the South Eastern Volun
teer Infantry Brigade.
Boy A. J. McIntosh, East Yorkshire Begt., has
At the conclusion of the day Lord Sheffield and
| joined the Battn. on transfer.
Ins friends had again ascended the grand stand,
and as the regiments passed his lordship was en
Ptes; W. McGregor, G. Tampsett, G. Knight, thusiastically cheered.
The first to go past was
i and E. Gooch have gone to Depot for dut}r.
the Royal West Kent, then came the 1st Cinqne
j
Ports R.Y., then the 2nd Vol. Batt. Royal Sussex
I
Xo. 825, Lee-Corporal J. Clarke has been dis- Regt., then the Garrison Companies of the 1st
j charged.
Sussex Artillery, etc........

___________________
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The sergeants’annual garden party was held at
headquarters, Holly Hedge House, Blackheath, on
Saturday evening, 27th July, and was in every re
spect a, success, the company far exceeding that of
previous years.
The drill hall was decorated with
flags and shields, and the platform made attractive
with a fine display of flowering plants. In addition
to the refreshment buffet in the hall, two marquees
were set apart as canteens.
The proceedings commenced at 5 o’
clock with
selections in the grounds by the full band of the bat
talion, under the conductorsbip of Mr J. B. Church,
followed by an exhibition of life-saving drill and
Swedish exercises by boys of the Blackheath Board
School, arranged by Mr. G. G. Landragin.
From 7 till 9 a concert was given in the drill
hall (the audience numbering about 1,500), under
the direction of Lce-Sergt. Horobin, assisted by
Lce-Sergt. Green. Amongst those contributing to
the programme were Sergts. H. Weightman and
Boulton, Sergt. G. Hunter (2nd K.A.V.), Messrs.
J. J. Blatchly, F. Davidge, Pelham Wilkes, C.
Stewart, J. W, Browne, Will Duncan, Percy Clif
ford, and the Misses Lizzie Brixton, Lillie and
Edie Stanton. This was followed by dancing in
the grounds to the strains of the band until the
rain came on, when an adjournment was made to
the drill hall.
The officers of the battalion present were Capt.
Ravenhill and Lieut. De Havilland, with sev eral
from other regiments. The stewarts were Clr-Sgt.
Collins, Band-Sergt. Read, and Sergeants Gomer,
Purton, Leadbetter, Bryant, and Ward.
The
grounds were illuminated with Japanese lanterns
and Venetian lamps with pretty effect.
The corporals and privates of the 2nd Vol. Bn.
(Queen’
s Own) R.W.K. Regt. and their friends
spent a happy afternoon at the headquarters of the
battalion, Holly .Hedge House, Blackheath. A
strong committee had the arrangements in hand,
and carried them out with unqualified success. The
president was Capt. E. Heward, who was ably as
sisted by Corporals G. Barnes, F. Culver, F. Horo
bin. Godsall, R. Amer, Thomas, G. Frankling, and
Clark ; Ptes. G. Ball, A. Marriott, Pipkin, J. GardRussell, H. Smith, IT. Hervot, and Bunn, and
Cyclist Miles.
In all the company numbered some 900, includ
ing about 500 men of the battalion. Col. I1rigout,
m
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V. D., and several officers of the battalion were pre
sent, Every arrangement was made to secure the
comfort of the company, and in order to do this
efficiently it can be easily understood that the com
mittee had their hands exceedingly full. The
catering was in the hands of Sergt Mayo, who had
a special staff under his charge. The grounds were
prettily decorated with fairy lamps and Japanese
lanterns, and the officers’quarters were made es
pecially attractive.
On the side of the building
near the drill hall was an illuminated portrait of
Her Majesty, backed with the Union Jack and the
Royal Arms, whilst on the other side of the building
was an illuminated crown. In the evening the
many coloured lights gave the grounds a most at
tractive appearance, and Corpl. J. Faust, who, as
hon. sec., was responsible for the arrangements,
must be congratulated on the result of his labours.
Commencing at four o ’
clock the battalion band
opened the proceedings, under the conductors!]ip
of Mr. J. B. Church, with the following pro
gramme :—
March, “Prince Albert Victor ”; overture, “La
Ruche d’
Or ”; valse, “Saspinal ”; selection, (on
popular melodies) “Strolling round the Town ”;
cornet solo, “Kathleen Mavourneen ”(Lce-Corpl.
W. Parsons); overture, “Montrose”; selection,
“A Musical Tour through Europe ”; march, “Tue
King’
s Hussars.”
During the evening an excellent concert was
given in the drill hall, under the direction of Corpl
F. Horobin, Pte. A. Marriott acting as accompan
ist. Among the artists were Sergt H. Weightman,
Mr. IT. Marriott, Miss Lizzie Brixton, Mr. Alt'.
Lewis, Ptes. J. Lamb, and F. Davidge, Messrs.
Davies and Jeffreys (handbell ringers), Mr Winton
Skinner, Miss Edie Stanton, Mr Bert Sayer, Mr P.
Clifford (female impersonater), Mr. Joe Coe, Pte.
Upton, Cyclist Miles, Pte. J. Dye, Misses L. Brix
ton and E, Stanton, Mr. F. Spinks, and the Bros.
Rafferty (statue dancers).
Dancing was kept up in the drill hall from 8.30.
to 11 o’
clock, Corpls Thomas and Frankling, and
Cyclist Miles acting as M.Cs.
Pte. Marriott's
quadrille band provided the music.
Among the most attractive items on the pro
gramme were the sports, which were held in the
grounds in the afternoon, and witnessed by a very
large number. The committee responsible for the
sports programme comprised Corpls. R. C, Amer,
and W. G. Godsall, and Privates C. Pipkin, and J.
Russell.
[Kentish Mercury.}
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LETTERS FROM INDIA.
(Continuation of tlie It fcfcors oi Lieut. ANut. I'1,
Alexander, son of General \V. Alexander, of Booinhall, Londonderry, who died of jungle fever on the
2oth March, 1833.)
* Gonuckpour, May 25tli 1829.
* I think this must be meant for Jorruckpour or Gorruckpour.
My Dearest Kitty,—•
“I have just received three letters by this day’
s post—
from you, my mother, and Robert, all dated in the end of
December and beginning of January, which gave me great
pleasure to read, and hear you were aii so happy. My mother’
s
puzzled me a little at first, having forgot to mention the name
of the town you were living in, but 1 soon guessed it from her
description. How 1 envy you being able to go to the theatre
and balls, the very names of which I have nearly forgotton, and
how 1 should have liked to have joined your family party in
Wales. I have been much amused with your description of the
Welsh ladies, aud at first thought I had found a relation of
“Aunt Jones’
s ”in Hamptons of our corps, but he deserves it.
I am not a subscriber to tlie military fund, I do no think it
a particularly good one, and as I did not subscribe to it at first,
I could not now afford to pay up my arrears and provision for
entrance, hut I trust in God I shall never have occasion for its
help—I subscribe to the Orphan and Widow’
s Fund.
I am not surprised to hear that Bessie Bates has turned out
prettier than Ann, if yon remember I thought so at St. Omer. It
makes me feel quite sad to think of the pleasant time we passed
there and at Brussels.
1 have seen no such person as Mrs.
Percival since ; though, by the way, Mrs. L---- here is very
tolerable if she would show herself moie—she is out of temper
at being sent up here to the jungles from delightful Calcutta.
, I do not like this place as well as Allahabad, nor do I think
any of our officers do, it is so out of the way that wTe never see
anyone but the regular residents, of whom 1 like the Curries the
best. Mrs. C----came out in the same ship as Hat, and I sup
pose for that reason has been particularly kind to me.
The
climate here is much pleasanter than it was at Allahabad— we
nave had hardly any hot weather yet, that is nothing above 90'
June 10th.— 1again take up this letter in which lw as inter
rupted by young Curries’coming for me to spend the day at his
h >.use, where I had the felicity of hearing Mrs. Currie sing one
or two songs— the best, 1 do not know if you have heard it—
“Aud I will guide thee to Love’
s fountain, if you’
ll follow
follow me,”(fancy me singing it at this moment) ; but it’
s all I
can remember of it and I do, not know' its name. Mrs. Lushingtou I hear plays divinely noth on tlie harp and guitar.
An officer of our corps married an Armenian lady the other
d y worth 7 lacs of rupees. What wonld you think of my
bringing home such a wife one of these days Y—It is not very
lllcely, still I should be greatly tempted.
You may tell Robert I went out a few days ago after a
tigress, who made her appearance about 4 miles from here, and
killed a pony and a calf ; but we could not find her, the jungle
Was so thick. I saw the marks of her feet, which was some sat
isfaction, so we contented ourselves with knocking over a number
of hog and deer. The former are very numerous here, but few
of them worth anything. The best fun is riding after them, but
where we were the grass was too long. The sporting season is
now really over,it gets so hot we cannot stay ont after 8 o’
clock.
Cne of our officers, Sumner, who is out in the Terrie, a famous
sporting place near this, with two other officers and about 20
elephants, wrote the other day to say that they had killed alto
gether 36 tigers. He had gone back to Cawnpore, where be lias
■staff appointment.
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We amuse ourselves here in the evenings by playing fives
and rackets; at the former game I find 1 can beat all easily.
1 think 1 mentioned in my last the deaths of poor Boyd and
Smith—this makes me Second Ensign. We have just got two
new ensigns, Close and Kenway. Close has been all his life in
France, and seems a nice sort of fellow—very young. We have
also one or two other ensigns on their way to join from Calcutta.
I believe that I forgot to tell yon that just before we left
Allahabad I saw a “softer,”that is burning of a Hindoo widow
on the funeral pile of her husband ; but wait—this is a bull for
she was not burnt. You know this is allowed by Government,
and all they prevent is the woman being tied down. The natives
all gathered at the place, which was on the bank of the Ganges,
to the amount of several thousands, and the woman came at
last surrounded by her nearest relations, who were persuading
her to burn—the rascals, as they came in for all her money and
goods ; then came the judge and clergyman both trying to dis
suade her, but it would not do, she would mount the pile and lay
herself beside her dead husband.
The judge gave orders that
no one hut his own people should go near her, particularly her
own relations, who would, if they could, have thrown pitch and
wood o.n the top of her. Orders were given that no one should
interfere in any way, and if she chose to ieap off she might (when
once they get off according to their own rules, they cannot get
on again). She lay down beside her dead husband with great
firmness, shouting out to the people that she was determined to
burn, and that she would not jump off, which is a great dis
grace.
The pile was set fire to by a very low class man, and
burned furiously. She remained upon it, poor creature, as long
as she could, about two or three minutes, all her clothes and hair
were burnt off, and her body terribly scorched, she immediately
ruslied into the Ganges, with the idea of cooling and drowning
herself, and when pulled out begged and entreated to be let
i mount again. This of course would not be allowed, and she was
i taken off to the hospital where she was recovered with some
! difficultv. She has lost her cast by jumping off, but I believe for
I the future receives protection and a pension from Government.
1 was very lucky, if you may call it so, in seeing this softer, being
j the only officer of our corps present.
Indeed, not one of them
have ever seen, or are likely to see one, as I am happy to say,
they are getting rather scarce in India. I am fully persuaded
j that if the woman has fair play, and if the pile is properly built
j — merely of wood, she will always come off—human nature
could not bear the slow increasing heat; but let.us talk of some
pleasanter subject, though I am sure I don’
t know what it is to
be, there is so much sameness in this place.
We have got a very extraordinary man—a doctor in our corps
—Tytter, he remembers both my uncles. He is extremely
clever, and very religious, and he pretends to prove from the
Bible that the Millin vicus will be in 33. He explains all the
prophesies in the Old Bible, and exactly coincides with Mr.
Lewen, a famous preacher at home, his arguments are very clever,
ingenious, and deep-—he has sent them down to Government but
has had no answer as yet about them. He is a noted character,
writes a great deal in the papers—cutting up Government for
cutting us, and has of course been ill used in return.—Nicholson
has just called me to go and take a ride with him as the sun is
down, so good-bye for the present my dearest sister.
July 11th.— I have been keeping this letter to send by
Downing, an officer of the local horse, who intended starting
about this time for England, but has now put it off till the end oi
the month, so that 1 will finish and enclose it to Nat.
There has been a great fuss iu Calcutta about forgeries that
have been discovered to the amount of several lacks of rupees,
and I am afraid it will affect most of the houses in Calcutta.
forged money is Company’
s paper. One or two of the first natives
in Calcutta have been seized and put into jail, and some oi 1j®
first men in the country are suspected of having a hand in it-
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is not known to what extent it lias been carried—5
E t BATTALION CORRESPOMDENJE.
lacks were discovered in one da}'.
—«
=.—^ 0 ^ 1 — This is the last piece of paper I have except the
Dear Mr. Editor,—
piece to enclose in it to Nat, and we can get nothing
Gujai, July 20th ‘
95.
of the description nearer, than Benares. There are
no English shops here as there were at Allahabad,
I fonvard you a brief account of my trip from
which used to tempt me to throw away money. My Delhi to Gujai—Chitral Relief Force.—
poor little greyhound, Fanny, died a few days ago ;
I started from Delhi on the morning of the 5th
we are all losing our dogs here, which I am very May', all.blooming with expectations of returning
sorry for, as they are great amusement in the cold with honours from the Chitral Expedition, After
weather, and are really precious animals. My old about 42 hours in the train I reached Koshera, eager
horse, ‘Sky blue,’called so from his colour, has to press on to the front hut to my great disap
broken out shockingly with a terrible disease known pointment was detained there for two days. After
only in this country, and called Bursotty. It comes entreaties they let me start on the morning of the
Crossing
out in large sores, which increase during the rains, 8th, with a 200 miles tramp before me.
and go in again in the cold weather. They cannot ! the frontier on the 9th, I came to the conclusion
cure it in any way, and every horse is liable to it : that I was fairly on the war path. At Jalala I met
the only thing that does it good is hard work and one of the regiment, whom I was-pleased exchanged
low' feeding. This is a bad place for those who are greetings. Daigai was reached on the morning of
subject to fever and ague —White, Nicholson, and the 11th, where two more of the regiment were
Mr. Haughton have all had it, the latter will be staying, Sergt. Haysmore, and Pte. Edwards.
From Daigai the troubles began, MalakandPass
obliged to go home immediately : it is extraordin
ary, for the old residents here look better and more to climb, which took about 6 hours of steady climb
ing, but oh ! whatperfumes. It urns the smell of the
healthy than any men I have seen in India.
dead,
for graves were numerous along the way.
I sent you a list of the men in the corps some
I
reached
Khar in safety on the 12th, but no bed
time ago and I hope you have kept it.
You may
in
view,
so
Buffalo
B ill’
s mode of resting had to be
scratch out Smith and Boyd, and add Kemvay and
adopted—roll
up
in
a
blanket
and lay under a tree
Close; but by the last reductions there are only 8
lieutenants, so that Onsley and Gordon are super with ride loaded ready for emergencies. On again
numerary ones, which leaves me four steps still to to Chackdara, had a look round, from thence to
get. Although I am Second Ensign it is very hard Serai, reaching there about 9 at night. I felt a bit
upon me. The Governor-General is making him shaky I can tell you, travelling by myself; but push
self extremely unpopular : all India is calling out on was the order, and push on I had to at all risks,
against him, and I should not be surprised if there j The natives do not look at you with a pleasant
was a row yet. We are all anxious to hear what is smile on their faces, far from it : if only their
going on in England—rebellion is generally ex thoughts could do you mischief, daisies would be
s graves on
pected; there have been no English ships in now' growing over the top of all the soldier’
this
expedition
by
now.
for two months.
I reached Panjkora on the 13th, where the
18th July.—I have kept this till to-day, being
Engineers
were making a splendid suspension bridge
my birthday, in the hope of having some news for
over
the
river.
On again I started the next morn
you, but there is not a word, so I will send it off
ing,
but
instead
of
advancing I found myself after
now.
I have not heard from Calcutta lately, but
about
10
hours
hard
marching at the same place
suppose all are well. Downing does not leave until
where
I
hud
started
from
the day before. This was
the beginning of next month, and intends stopping
in Calcutta, so that I expect you will have this disheartening, but as push on was the order, on to
before he leaves the country. Remember me to Panjkora I went again, reaching there hungry, foot
all my friends and relations, and with best los e to sore, and tired out. My blankets had gone on to
s blanket and
liobert, Dora, and my dearest mother, believe me, Mundia, so I had to get a native’
cover myself with it to get a few hours rest.
my dearest Kitty,
I reached Mundia safe, and I thought a medal
Ever your affectionate brother,—
would be easily earned, as I had not seen a shot
Win. Alexander.
fired, but that was not to come off : about midnight
P.S.—I have never heard from Robert Mont the enemy let go and shot a man of the K.O.S.B.—
gomery, Remember the drawings in your next no rest that night. When I reached Kambat the
same occurred," 20 followers were cut up—I thought
letter.
l
_____
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' this wns fretting rather too warm; they even cutup
the, tpiegia], U wires. On again to liandai, where I
had the pleasure of meeting Lieut. Marshall of the
old corps, a ct i n g T.O,,. from thence to Dir, where
the Headquarter Staff was stationed; from Dir to
Gujai was a repetition of the previous march, and
I was not sorry to get to the last stage.
Lieut. Smith is at Chitral, I saw7him the last
time I went up. The regiment is not mentioned as
taking part in the expedition, but there are some of
the boys doing their duty, and keeping up the
good name that the regiment has ahvays borne.
I must leave it to a better pen than mine to
give you the full details of it, as our worthy corres
pondent will let you know if he has not already
done so.
“Damping Horse.”
Meerut, 30th July, ’
95.
July has passed wdthour, having proved very
eventful as far as most of us are concerned.
On
the 1st of the month a regular deluge came dowrn
I and lasted right up till the evening, threatening to
spoil the attendance at the theatre for the variety
entertainment, to which our sergeants had given a
general invitation to the station. However, in spite
| of the floods a large and fashionable party as
sembled, and thoroughly enjoyed each item on the
programme, which I enclose
PART I.
Overture ...
...
The Band
Song ...
Marching ... Sgt-Mjr Barton
Song ...
Flight of Ages Mrs, Stewart
Song ... Dandy Colored Coon Sergt Hunt
Song ...
Lenore
Miss Matthew
Song and dance .........
Bd-Sgt Regan
Song ...
...
... Sgt Harwood R.H.A.
Interval,
PART II.
Selection ...
... The Band
Laughable Farce (for the first time in Meerut) :
“Lot 49.”
Characters.
Mr Horace Newlove
S.-M. Barton
Mr Hubbles (retired coal merchant) Bd-Sgt Regan
Joseph
(Nubbles’son)
,,
,,
Peter
(Page to Neloves)
Sgt, Hunt
j Blobbs
(Odd Man)
Sgt, Warner
! Mrs Lucy Newdove
Miss Matthew
i Polly
(Maid to Newlpves)
Mrs Stewart
I Commissionarie
Sgt. Neighbour

f
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Following that evening till three days ago there
hadn’
t been a drop and all nature has been ready
to burst from extreme heat. Now it is decidedly
more comfortable for the lungs, if not to the victims
of prickly heat, from which few can boast of being
freer
There has been no musketry this month to re
cord. Of the battalion with GOO men exercised, the
figure of merit stands at present1^?, or ten points
better than last year.— May it continue !
Polo has been kept going vigorously during the
break in the Rains. Capt. Hotham has fitted him
self out with ponies and has now7taken regularly to
the game.
Lieuts. Beresford, Robinson, and Bush have re
turned during the month from leave; the former
has been having excellent sport both with spear and
rod (accounts of specimen days I know you have
received direct). The two latter have been doing a
delightful loafe, combined with some fishing and
mixed shooting in Kashmir. Robinson succeeded
in securing a black bear whose head now, with
other trophies of the chase, helps to adorn the walls
of the ante-room.
The news from our various detachments is not
very exciting nor new,— The Delhi lot seem to be
very sickly, and have a third of their number in
hospital, mostly' ague cases. It will be their turn
for a relief in another month’
s time.
No news from Landour (Mussouri), except that
Major Evans, who is on leave there, seems to pre
fer it to Meerut, and has.got an extension. BandSergt. Regan has also been sent there as a ‘
con
valescent.’ The Mussouri theatrical world will
probably welcome his arrival as an ‘
old-found-out.’
(I hope the Maidstone Garrison will see the
point.)
_
K a i l a n a on the 3rd June wras raised to a high
pitch of excitement, so a correspondent (whose
news always comes two days after my letter to you
has been sent) informs me, by a most exciting
gymkhana given by Capt. Style and Lieut. Price,
off their own bats. Very properly the former suc
ceeded in winning most of the events, and conse
quently all the ladies received silver muttra figures
as presents.
The Mazeppa race, in which Lieut.
Nunn came in second, must have been exciting.
Colonel Brock has just arrived from E ngland ,
and seems to think it well worth while going home
on three months ‘privilege ’leave.— An officer be
comes entitled to three months privilege leave
after having served three years in India, and con
tinues to receive while on leave his full Indian pay
and staff allowances.
On ordinary leave out of
India an officer receives only his English pay*
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Lieuts. Marsh and Venables! leave Meerut to
morrow on leave to England, Lieut. Beresford doing the Adjutant’
s work during that worthy’
s
absence.
Capt. Rowe is sitting on his boxes waiting to be
taken hpme to relieve Capt. Martyn at the Depot.
No orde'r has yet come out, but it is understood he
will be given a passage in the first homeward bound
trooper, leaving Bombay the middle of October.

Clr-Sergt. Eldred and Pte. Welch ; Drier. Breakspear and Pte. Male, scratched to Clr-Sergt. Lalley
and Pte. Selves ; Sergt H. Bass and Corpl Baldingbeat Lce-Sergt Outten and Corpl Jasper ; Lce-Sgt.
Murphy and Pte. Bing beat Clr-Sergt Cooper and
Pte Spence.
3rd Round (semi-final).— Sergt H. Bass and
Corpl Balding beat Clr-Sgt. Lalley and Pte Selves ;
Lce-Sergt Murphy and Pte Bing beat Ptes Murphy
and McNulty. The winners of each semi-final hav
1st B attn. C obkespondent.
ing to play off for the 1st and 2nd prize, and the
losers
for the 3rd prize, the fourth round resulted
B attalion J ottings.
as follows :—
Pte. S. Thresher, Dorset Kegt., has joined the
Lce-Sergt Murphy and Pte Bing ;lst) beat Sgt.
Battn. on transfer.
H. Bass and Corpl Balding (2nd); Ptes Murphy
and McNulty (3rd) beat Clr-Sergt Lalley and Pte
Lce-Corpls. A. Hearne and H. Drake have ob Selves.
The prizes were 1st, 10s. ; 2nd, Cs. ;
tained 3rd class certificates of education.
3rd, 4s.
The Depot Football Team commence opera
tions this month the first League match being with
the Invicta team on the 28th. It is said that the
Vies ”this year are composed of most of the men
Drrnrs. H. Bailey and W. Varnfield attains the
who
played for Maidstone last year, and that they
age of 18 years.
are determined to be at the top of the League this
season. The Depot team mean to be somew'here
Sergt. W. E. Head has re-engaged for the Koyal near the top too, but are sadly in want of a good
West Kent liegt. to complete a total service of 21 back, and half-back, and could very well do with a
years.
couple of forwards, although they are very grateful
for having received Pte. McGregor into their ranks,
No. 3242, Pte. J, Honeysett has been trans and who no doubt will be of great help to the team
ferred to the 21st Hussars.
this year. Are there not a couple of spare backs
the 2nd Battn could let us have ?
Good conduct pay has been granted to the under“Penalty Kick.”
named as follows
At 2d: Ptes. H. Brenchley and G. Brooker.
Clr-Sergt Murphy, 3rd Bn., was again amongst
At Id : Ptes. H. McKay, T. Hoy. P. O’
Donog- the competitors for the Imperial Prize, but failed
hue, A. Rawlings, R. Blagrove, A. Jones, W. to get into the first hundred by one point; but took
Edwards, M. Ellis, and W. Allen.
one of the prizes of £1.— Score, 29—31—27.—
Restored Id : Ptes. C. Thomas, J. Collins, C. Total, 87.
Crampton. D. Morgan, E. Osborne, E. Malone, C.
Stuart, and H. Sn ash all.
A and C Companies under Capt. A. W. Martyn
and Lieut, Pedley, started on the 1st July for
Dymchurch, to disport themselves with the rifle,
DEPOT JOTTINGS.
and to sample the cordite ammunition. Eleven
days were sufficient to complete the practice laid
A handball competition took place in the bail down.thecompaniesreturning on the 12th, on which
alley during the second week in August, and proved day B and D Companies, with Capt. E. L. A. Heya great success.
Eighteen N.O.O’
s. and men gate and Lieut, D. P. Walker, proceeded to that
entered, and were drawn in pairs, the first round lonely spot, getting back on the 22nd idem. Shoot
ing on the whole is better compared with last year,
being played off as follows :—
Lce-Sergt Murphy and Pte. Bing, beat Ptes. there being an increase of 1points. D Co. is the
Guichard and Pearson; the remaining couples drew best shooting company. The marksmen are ClrSergt Lalley, Lce-Corpls Freeland and Spearing,
byes.
and
the 3rd class shots are—not so numerous.
2nd Round,—Ptes. Murphy and McNulty, beat

Lce-Corpl. Waller reverts to Private at his own
request.
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Biovcle races in connection with the Derry Gar
rison Spoils took place on the Barrack square on
tin1 evening of Friday the Kith inst.
4 hey con
sisted of a two mile and a live mile race, both of
I which were handicaps. The preliminary bouts of
| the Bayonet v. Bayonet competition also took place
on the same evening. The detachment drums
j played during the performance. The following ac
count is that given by the D e rry J o u rn a l of the
19th inst.—
“A couple of bicycle races which formed part of
the programme of the Garrison Sports, and which
; it was thought desirable by the committee to run
: off, took place on Friday evening on the barrack
| square in the presence of. a numerous gathering of
spectators.
The first was a two mile bicycle (handicap) race,
for which three prizes were provided. There were
seven entries, and all competed, the winners being
1, Corpl Jury; 2, Pte Simpson ; 3, Clr-Sergt Cooke,
; Also competed— Sergt Bass, Corpl Yates, Gunner
; Grant, and Pte Stevens. When about a mile and
I a-half of the distance had been covered, Jury took
> the lead, and maintained that position to the close,
; winning by about three lengths.
Simpson rode a
! plucky race for the second place. Cooke, being too
' confident of his racing capabilities, delayed too long
1in making an effort to go to the front, and as a re| suit he only got third place.
The second was a five mile (handicap) race, in
which all running in the first race except Pte
j Stevens competed. After an admirable contest
j Corpl Yates took first place, Seigt Bass second, and
i and Corpl Jury third. After the start all kept their
positions for about two miles, then Yates closed
with the limit men, and going on steadily won by
fully 30 yards. Bass and Jury had a spirited con
test for the second place, the former only winning
by half a length.
The committee in charge were
I Lieut Burt, Clr-Sergt Sharp, and Mr Macgregor
; (Griffiths Cycle Company.)
After the races there was a bayonet v. bayonet
1contest, which excited a considerable amount of
interest. In the first bout Marchant beat Binder,
i King beat Ashton, Newland beat Broughton, Ash
down beat Condran, Steed beat Diamond, Kew beat
Clarke, Newing beat Munn, C. Broughton beat
Sayce, Cullander beat Mayberry, Moir beat Green.
In the second bout Newland beat King, Steed beat
Marchant, Kew beat Newing, Cullander beat Moir,
Ashdown beat C. Broughton. The final bout will
take place on the day of the sports. The judges of
: this contest were Sergts Lee and Tipping.
On the afternoon following the day of the Gar
rison Sports, some more bicycle races took place on
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flu* barrack square—these were not connected with
! the sports. The first race was a three mile handi
cap, the prizes being presented by the officers of
the detachment.
There were seven starters, and
after an excellent race, Corpl Humphreys, who
started at 8tratch. won by a few yards, Sergt Bass
being second, and Corpl Jury third.
Then followed a five mile handicap, the prizes
for which were presented by Mr Macgregor. These
were three medals— a gold medal for the first prize,
a gold and silver medal for the second, and a silver
medal for the third. There were six starters, Corpl
Humphreys being handicapped about 700 yards,
An excellent race took place, Corpl Humphreys
gradually gaining ground, and at about 30 yards
from the winning post he got even with Sgt. Bass,
who had been leading for several laps. Here Corpl
Humphreys in trying to avoid running over a dog,
turned his machine sharply to one side and fell off.
Sergt Bass thus came in winner, with Corpl Jury
second, Corpl Humphreys being awarded third
prize. The band played in the middle of the square
during the afternoon, and there were a large num
ber of people present.
“O ur L ondonderry C orrespondent.”

E r r a t a — On page 1180, 19th line from bottom,
the word millennium has been misprinted.— Ed.
BIRTH.
At Maidstone on the 27th JnJy, the wife of Cir-Sergt. P.
Buylan, Per. Staff 3rd Battu., of a daughtei.
DEATHS.
At Chakrata ou the 6th July, No. 3029, Pte. F. Wiihey,
1st Battn,
At Delhi on 16th July, No 3240. Pte. F. Keylor, 1st Batt.
AtEimiskilieu on th e 6th July, No. 1767, S e r g t W. Maco,
2nd Batin.
T he T eems of S ubscription arb as f oll ow :

The Officers of both the Line Battalions and Depot,
6d. per month.
Other subscribers, 3/- per annum, including postage. With
Almanac 3s. 6d.
Copies ivill be sold at Id. per Number to Non-Commissioned
Officers and men serving with the colours.
I f sent by post, lffid
per year.
Extra copies or back numbers can alivays be supplied at tin
same rate as is charged to N.C.O's and men.
All Subscriptions payable in advance, and all
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to be addressed to :
T he E dit or , The Queens Own Gazette,

The Barracks, Maidstone.
Printed by Drummer J. T. HIBBERT. Regimental Press, Maidstone.
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INTRODUCTION.

From Major R. C. T e m p l e , G. I. E., Chief Commissioner, Andaman and Nicobar Islands,
and Superintendent, Port Blair,
To the O f f ic e r C o m m a n d in g , 1st Battalion, Queen’
s Own Royal West Kent Regiment,
Meerut.
Dated Port Blair, the 17th September, 1895.

Sir,

I have the honour to forward to you an account of the Wreck of the
“Briton ” and “Runnymede,” on these Coasts, in 1811, which may be of

value and interest

to the officers and men of your Regiment, especially as it records a circumstance which redounds
so much to the credit of the Regiment in the days gone by.
I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,
R. C. TEMPLE, Major,
Chief Commissioner, Andaman and Nicobar Islands,
and Superintendent, Port Blair.

As will be seen, the occurrence is one o f the most remark
The following account of the wrecks of the Ships “Briton”
and “Runnymede” during the night of the 11th of Novem  able known in the history of wrecks ; on account of the
ber, 1844, on John Lawrence Island, in the Archipelago extraordinary meeting of the two ships, both bound for the
Group of the Andaman Islands, is taken from the Journal same port, and having sailed from opposite sides of the
published in the “E n glishm an” newspaper of Calcutta in g l o b e ; from the fact that, had they not been wrecked so
January, 1845.
The authors of the Journal are believed to have been the
Chief Officer of the “Briton ” and one o f the Officers of the
80th R egim ent; and the original is in diary form, and is
somewhat carelessly written. The account iu the Journal
has been preserved as far as possible, only necessary altera
tions and such additions as are required to elucidate the
narrative bein g made.

close together, and each been able to supply the wants of
the other, the loss o f life would probably have been con
siderable ; from the fact that in the wrecks themselves no
lives were lost, and that the casualties from sickness,
,
while the party remained on the Andamans, were so few,
and finally, which alone would make it desirable that the
narrative should be more widely known, on account of the
admirable conduct of all on board.
M. V. PORTMAN.

T H E
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^ ^ * H E Barque “Runnymede” under the command of
Capt. Doughty, sailed from Gravesend on the 20th
June, 1844, bound to Calcutta, with the following
detachments under the command of Captain Stapleton, 50th
Regiment,'

»t

At noon the sun was ob scu red ; the Latitude by dead
reckoning was 11° 6 ' N., Longitude 96°Oh E., W ind S.W.,
Barometer 29°, and falling.
At 1 p.m. the fore and main topsails wore taken in, and
the ship was under the main trysail only.
At 2.30 p.m. the fore and main topgallant masts were
blown away; the wind was South, and blow ing heavily.
The main trysail was torn to atoms, and the ship was under
bare poles laying beautifully to the wind with the helm
amidships; the hurricane was increasing, with much rain.
At 4 p.m. the wind came from the S.E. with terrific
force. The hatches were all battened down. The starboard
quarter boat was washed away.
At 6.30 p.m. it fell nearly calm, the wind backing round
to the S.W., and the sea goin g down.
The Barometer was
28° 45'. They kept the ship away N. by E. and go t the
topsails resecured, parts of them having blown adrift.
At 8 p.m. hollow gusts of wind came and they brought
the ship to the wind on the larboard tack.

10th Regiment. 37 Privates, 2 women, and 1 child.
50th Regiment. Ensigns Venables, Du Vimal (?), and
Purcell; 105 Privates, 11 women, and 13 children.
Total. 4 Officers, 143 Privates, 13 women, and 14
children,
Dr. Bell, the Surgeon o f the vessel was in medical charge.
Their voyage had been throughout more than usually
unfortunate, as they had met with nothing but light or con
trary winds. The passage had been delayed so much beyond
the average that many of the stores were expended, and the
water and other stores running short it had been deemed
advisable to bear up for Penang, at which Port the ship
came to anchor on the 29th of October.
Having filled up
her water casks and taken in the necessary supplies, she
stood to sea again on the 3rd of November, the weather
being fine and moderate, and continuing so until Friday the
8th, when it assumed an unsettled appearance with heavy
squalls.
On Saturday, the 9th of November, the wind was variable
and squally ; the fore topmast staysail split and they bent
another; at 2.30 p.m., on the same day they reefed the
mainsail; the second fore topmast staysail split during the
night owing to the heavy squalls.
On Sunday, the 10th of November, the Barometer was
falling, and they experienced strong gale and heavy squalls.
At 5 a.m. they took in the main and lore sails, and close
reefed the topsails. The gear of the former sails gave way.

At 8.15 the hurricane was blow ing as heavily as before.
At 8.30 the larboard quarter boat was torn from the
davits and blown across the poop carrying away the binnacle
and hencoops.
At 9 p.m. the gale was, if possible, increasing. The
foremast broke in three pieces carrying away with it the
jibboom, starboard cathead, main and mizen topmasts, and
the main yard, leaving the main and mizen lower masts
alone standing.
At 10 p.m. the wind and rain were so severe that the
men could not hold on to the poop, they were, therefore,
employed in bailing the water out from the "tw een decks’
having been forced down the hatches. The ship was still
tight and proved herself an excellent sea boat. The pumps
were attended to and drew out the water forced down the
hatches.
Monday, 11th.
The hurricane continued with equal
severity. The wind being S.E. Barometer 28° O'. The
gusts were so terrific, mixed with the drift and rain, that no
one could stand on deck to man the pumps or clear the
wreck. The starboard bower anchor was hanging only by
the shank painter, and as the iron work was knocking into
the ship’
s side the chain was unshackled and the anchor
cast adrift.
Noon. Latitude by dead reckoning 12° 6 ' N. L on gi
tude 95° 6 ' N. Longitude 95° 20' E.
No observations had been taken since the 7th. The
Barometer began to rise a little. The hurricane still raged
in gusts and the ship was perfectly unmanageable from her
crippled state, but rode like a bird over a confused sea
running from every point of the compass. A large Barque
with topmasts and main yard gone drifted past them, and a
brig totally dismasted was seen to leeward.

At 6 a.m. the wind was S.W., and blowing very heavily,
so they took in the fore topsail and brought the ship to the
wind under the close reefed main topsail and main trysail.

At 4 p.m. the Barometer had fallen to 27° 70', and the
mineral Sympiesometer left the Index tube. The hurricane
blew with terrific force.
The front of the poop to leeward,
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the cabin door and skylights were blown away, and they
expected every moment that the poop would be torn off.
The severity of the wind was beyond description ; there was
nothing to which it could be compared, for, unless present,
no one could conceive the destructive power and force of
wind, crushing everything before it as if it were a metallic
body.
At 8 p.m there was no
abatement in its force.
Every one, soldier and
sailor, did all in his power
to keep the ship free of
water.
It was im possible to
stand at the pumps, and
the water bein g principally
in the ‘Tween decks’
, it
was bailed out by the sol
diers, as far as possible.
At midnight the hurricane
raged with equal severity.
The gu sts were awful, and
the rudder carried away.
At 1.30 a.m. on the 12th
they felt the ship strike,
and considered the destruc
tion of the vessel and the
loss o f their lives certain,
but it pleased Almighty
G od to decree otherwise,
for although the ship filled
up to her lower beams with
water she was thrown so
hi°4i
O on a reef that all the
force o f the water was
broken and smoothened,
and the b ilge pieces keep
in g her upright, she lay
comparatively quiet.
N ot know ing their posi
tion, the ship b ein g bilged,
and fearful of her beating
over the reef into deep
water again, they let g o the larboard bower anchor, and
the water shortly after leaving her, all hands fell asleep.
A t daybreak the force of the hurricane had lessened,
though there was much rain. The Barometer rose slowly
until it stood at 29°45'.

HUMBER,
They saw the line of the shore to leeward, the ship beiu<r
nearly dry aft.
With the increasing light they saw, inside o f them, up
amongst the trees, a large Barque with troops on board.
An Officer and twelve men were sent over the stern to
communicate with her.
At 7 a.m., the tide not serving, orders were given for
the men to land at the next
low water, and if possible
to ge t som ething cooked,
for as no fire could be kept
alight during the hurricaue,
the sailors and troops had
had merely a biscuit and a
glass o f rum each since its
commencement.
At 3.30 p.m., the tide
having fallen sufficiently for
the men to wade on shore,
the Officer returned on
board and reported the
vessel inside the reef to be
the “Briton”, from Sydney,
with soldiers o f the 80th
Regiment, under the com
mand o f Major Bunbury,
bound for Calcutta, and
short of everything.
A ll h a n d s, so ld ie rs,
women, children, and crew
had left the wreck by the
evening.
The Barometer
was failing slightly and
the weather looked very
threatening, so, by great
kindness on the part of
the people there, the men
from the “Runnymede”
were accommodated on
board the “Briton,” and
though they were in great
misery themselves, the new
com ers were received with
every kindness and hospi
tality.
They were much pleased to hear o f there being a
fair stock of provisions on the “Runnymede” (particularly
of biscuits and flour), which, if the weather continued
moderate, were to be landed for the benefit o f both ships,
Major Bunbury taking the command o f all.
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N tlie m orning o f the 12th August, 1844, Her
Majesty’
s 80th Regiment, about 1,000 strong,
marched out of Sydney Barracks to embark for
Calcutta in the following o r d e r:—
The Head-Quarters and Flank Companies, with Lieut.Col.-Baker in command, embarked in the Ship “Royal
Saxon.”
Nos. 1 and 4 Companies, with Major Naith in command,
embarked in the Ship “Lloyds.”

Master decided on taking the inner passage, and bore up
for the Straits of Lombok, the “Royalist,” which was pro
ceeding to Singapore, agreeing to keep with us. In the
Java Sea we had light winds and fine weather, and reached
Singapore on the 22 nd October, having parted company
with the “Royalist” a few days before in the Carimata
Passage.

After leaving Singapore we were wind-bound for several
days before we got into the Straits of Malacca; here we had
variable winds with occasional squalls, one of which sprung
Nos. 2, 3 and 6 Companies, with Major Banbury in com  our main yard. The following day it was securely fished.
mand, embarked in the Ship “Briton.”
Several vessels of different sizes were in company with us.
Nos. 7 and 8 Companies, with Major Num in command, On passing the town of Malacca a native boat came off with
fruit, vegetables, jungle fowls, &c.
embarked in the Ship “Enmore.”
As we drew to the Northward, and got clear of the
His Excellency, Sir M. C. O’
Connell, K.C.B., the com 
mander of the Forces and Colonel of the Regiment, attended Straits, we naturally expected to fall in with the North-east
by his Staff, rode at the head of the Corps and accompanied Monsoon, but the wind kept variable and unsteady, not
blowing for two days together from the same quarter.
it to the place of embarkation.
On Friday, the 8 th of November, the wind, which had
This having been completed, the several ships hauled out
into the stream, and on the morning of the 15th got under been from the North-East, veered round to the W.S.W.
weigh together, and the Regiment bade adieu to the Colony We were then in North Latitude, by observation, 9° 11'.
where they had been stationed for over seven years.
On Saturday, the 9th, the weather was cloudy with a
After leaving Sydney Heads, we had baffling winds and threatening appearance, and we were unable to take an
dirty weather, and did not make Torres Straits till the 25th observation to ascertain our position. The wind remained
August, the four ships rounding the Breaksea spit within W.S.W. in the afternoon, and the weather being still
an hour of each other. The passage through the Straits, at threatening we took in the royals, flying jib, and gaff top
all times tedious, occupied 18 days. On the 11th of Septem sail. At 5 p.m., on this date the Sympiesom eter com 
ber we all lay off Booby Island, each ship sending a boat on menced to fall, and we had small rain with heavy gusts of
shore to communicate with the Post Office. From the 13th wind. The topgallantsails and spanker were furled, and we
we had light winds until the 28th, when we anchored in double reefed the fore-topsail, single reefed the main-top
Kupang Roads, Timor Island, where we found the “Royal sail, and set the reefed mainsail. At 10 p.m. the weather
Saxon”and “Lloyds,”which had arrived a few hours before clearing a little, we again set the topgallantsails and
us. H.M.’
s sloop-of-war “Royalist”was also there. Having spanker. At midnight, as it was cloudy and there were
filled up with water and taken in fresh provisions, fruit, &c., strong gusts of wind, accompanied by small rain, we took
we again stood to sea on the afternoon of the 2nd of October, in the topgallantsails, the jib, and the spanker.
At 1 a.m. on Sunday morning, the 10th, as the gale was
in company with the “Royalist” and “Lloyds,” the
“Royal Saxon”having taken her departure on the previous increasing, we furled the main and fore-sails, and close
reefed the topsails. At 4 a.m., there were heavy squalls,
evening.
As the occurrences now about to be related refer alone and the spanker and gaff topsail blew out of their gaskets,
to the “Briton,” I may here give some short account of nor were we able to secure them, so they were cut away to
that ship and the details of the troops on board. The save the masts.
By daylight the squalls were terrific; the foresail blew
“Briton” was a North American built barque of 776 tons
measurement, and registered A1 at Lloyds. She was on out of its gaskets and was cut away ; and the parrel of the
her second voyage, was commanded by Captain Bell, and main topgallant yard broke and left the yard sw inging by
had a crew of 34 men and boys. The troops on board con the baulyards. The ship was brought to the wind, with her
sisted of three Companies of the 80th Regiment, under the head to the S.W., at 10 a.m.; it was still blowing heavily,
command of Major Bunbury, with Captains Bert, Saver.?, and we endeavoured to wear ship in order to get her on the
aud M ontgom ery; Lieutenants Leslie and Freeman ; Ensigns opposite tack. The helm was put hard up, and all hands
Hunter and Coleman ; and Assistant-Surgeon Gammie; the were sent forward into the weather fore riggin g with a
total being 9 Officers, 12 Sergeants, 4 Drummers, 293 Rank tarpaulin, at the same time an attempt was made to hoist
end File, 35 women, and 43 children. The vessel thus had the jib and fore topmast staysails, both o f which were blown
to pieces, the vessel refusing to pay off even a point.
cn board a total o f 431 souls.
I
he day after leaving Kupang we lost sight of the By 11.30 the gale had increased to a hurricane. The
“Lloyds,” the “Royalist” was still in company with us. Sympiesometer had fallen from 20°30' to 28° 10'. The fore
On the 5th October, the season being so far advanced, the topmast was blown over the side, and was shortly followed
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by the main and mizen topmast, which were snapped off
close by the cap, the former taking with it the main yard
broken in half in the slings. Iu less than ten minntes we
were a wreck fore and aft, the fore topmast striking heavily
against the topsides abreast of the fore rigging.
Shortly after 12 noon the squalls lulled almost to a calm,
and we congratulated ourselves that the force of the gale
was b rok en ; all hands went to work to clear away the
wreck, and we bent a new spanker aud got up another fore
sail ready to bend. The loose spars, &c., were lashed to
the ringbolts, and the Major's horsebox secured with extra
lashings. The weather was still cloudy, the Thermometer
bein g 84°, the Sympiesometer 28°O', aud it was close and
sultry, with an occasional gleam o f sunshine. An immense
number of birds came on board completely spent by their
struggles with the wind, and we caught several, am ong
them being hawks, goat-suckers, golden kingfishers, &c.
It being found im possible to light a fire in either of the
galleys the men were served with some biscuits and a glass
o f rum each, of which they stood much in need, every article
of their clothing being thoroughly wet; not a murmur was
heard, and each man stood ready to give his assistance
as required, whether in clearing the wreck or at the
pumps.
By 3 p.m. the weather again lowered, the Sympiesometer
which had stood at 28° 10' fell to 27°90' aud the squalls re
com m enced with great violence, accompanied as before with
small rain, thunder and lightning.
By 4 p.m. the gale had increased to a hurricane; both
the quarter boats, the cuddy sky light, meat safe, and hen
coops were blown away. The sea was boiling up as high as
the poop, and the general appearance o f the ship in the
storm was truly awful. W e go t a tarpaulin battened over
the cuddy hatch to keep the wet out.
A t 5 p.m., the ship rolling heavily, the Major's horse box
gave way, and the horse falling on the deck was thrown by
the next lurch down the hatchway am ongst the soldiers.
The poor animal's fore legs were broken, and finding it
im possible to rig a purchase to hoist him upon deck, his
throat was cut aud the carcase lashed to the leeward as
securely as possible. N ight came on, and though the Sym 
piesom eter was still falling and the squalls were terrible
beyond description, yet we kept up our spirits in the hope
that the gale would have blown itself out by the morning,
when, with the whole day before us, we might get sufficient
sail on the ship to keep her under command.
Day broke, Monday, the 11th of November, and brought
disappointment to our hopes. The gale, which had blown
violently during the night, had in no way abated. The
ship continued to labour much, and rolled heavily; the
tarpaulin was blown off the cuddy hatch; the spars broke
adrift and carried with them the cooking coppers (which
were broken to pieces), the galleys, lon g boat, and the other
horse b o x ; and as the ship rolled they, together with some
thirty fathoms of chain cable belongin g to the working
anchor, which was on deck, were thrown from side to side
with considerable violence. To move along the deck was
impossible, but, fortunately, about 11 a.m. the gale partially
lulled, and fearing that the long boat (which was stove in)
would carry away the bulwarks, it was hoisted over the side
and cut adrift; we next threw overboard the other horse,
which had been crushed in its box by the lon g boat, all the
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loose spars, and as much lumber as possible from about the
decks.
The soldiers assisted the crew and worked the pumps,
where many of them go t severely hurt, being jammed by
the spars, &c., and one poor fellow had his leg broken.
A t 12 noon the sun came out for a few minutes, and the
Master endeavoured to get an observation, but the horizon
was not visible. About half a mile to the Eastward we saw
a barque with only her bowsprit aud main and mizen lower
masts standing, and shortly after a b rig was described,
totally dism asted; both vessels appeared to be labouring
severely, and the sea was breaking over them. Another
tarpaulin was battened over the cuddy hatch and a door
with some strong staves was nailed over it to keep it from
bein g blown away again.
2 p.m. The gale had now continued with but two short
lulls for 38 hours. The Sympiesom eter was 37°30, and still
falling. W ith the horrors o f the past night in our minds
we hoped for the best yet feared a repetition of what we
had already endured. Som e biscuits aud a glass of rum
was again issued to each of the men, raw pork was offered
to them aud declined, as they thought they could manage
without it.
3 p.m. The rain recommenced falling, with thunder and
lightning and heavy squalls, and by 4 p.m. the gale had
again increased to a hurricane, the ship rolling heavily.
A t night the squalls were truly fearful, with much thunder
and lightning.
At 10 p.m. it lulled for a few m inutes; the wind then
veered round to the E.N.E. and blew with greater violence
than ever. The Sympiesom eter stood at 27° 5', the Ther
mometer at 84°, and it was close and sultry. The ship
bein g now on the opposite tack, the remaining spars, &c.,
which had been secured to leeward, broke adrift while be
tween decks, the dead horse was forced from his lashings
and hurled from side to side, carrying away the arm racks,
lockers, &c., fore aud aft, aud creating the greatest con
fusion, the arms, accoutrements and knapsacks rolling about
in every direction. Several o f the men were hurt, and
another man had his leg broken. After much exertion we
succeeded in securing the horse to the mainmast, the ship
at this time taking a good deal o f water on board, which
kept pouring down the hatchways.
11.30 p.m. The squalls were awful with thunder aud
ligh tning; part of the bulwarks were blown away, and the
poop began to crack and the fore part to give w ay; the
cuddy table and seats were wrenched from their fastenings
in the decks and thrown to leeward. Few of us ever
expected to see the morning. The ship trembled from stem
to stern, her bell tolling mournfully with every gust, as if
to warn us of our approaching destruction. In and around
the hospital the married soldiers had assembled with their
wives and families. One o f the women read portions from
the Bible aloud, after which they joined in prayer and sung
a hymn.
Every moment the ship threatened to break up. The
starboard topsides and covering boards were started and
the water poured in in great quantities, the men endeavour
in g to stop the leaks with their blankets, loose coats, and
whatever else they could find. With each squall the poop
seemed to give more and more. The Master took his
chronometer, sextant, and charts down the after hatch into
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the lower cabin, telling 1 the officers in the cuddv to be pre
pared to g o below, as he feared the poop was no longer safe.
Midnight. The hurricane still raged furiously, the ship
making much water and labouring heavily, squall succeeded
squall almost without intermission, with thunder and
lightning ; the Sympiesoineter was below 27°, the oil occa
sionally leaving the tube altogether. The Thermometer
stood at 84°, and it was excessively close.
About 12.30 the ship struck, and the sea breaking over
her at the same moment threw her on her beam en d s; the
larboard poop after cabin was swamped and raised from the
deck, the Master’
s cabin was also floated. The cuddy door
was jammed so that it could not be opened, and one of the
windows and the steward’
s pantry were stove in. Both the
mates were washed out of their cabins, one scrambled into
the cuddy through the broken window, while the other got
down the steerage hatch. The spanker boom was broken
in three pieces, one o f which striking the man at the lee helm,
carried away several o f the spokes and jam m ed the
wheel. These were moments of awful suspense, the
r—
ship on her beam ends, and we clinging to whatever
wre could for support, expecting every moment that
the next would dash her to atoms and seal our fate.
The boatsw'ain cried out for all hands to scramble
up to windward, in order that perhaps she might right.
Shortly after she appeared to be forced over into
smooth water, when she righted. At this time the
leak between decks had so much increased that one of
the soldiers came to report that they feared the ship
was breaking up ; the water poured in so fast that it
defied all their exertions to stop it. The Master, with
seme of the Officers, went below, and the men, under
their directions, collected blankets, loose coats, &c.,
and forced them in between the covering boards
whence the water was rushing in. The lower deck
was flooded, the water washing from side to side.
The Master returned to the cuddy and informed the
Commanding Officer it was necessary that the pumps
should be manned ; one o f the officers scrambled out
on deck through the window, but was almost immediately
obliged to return. The night was extremely dark and the
decks so lumbered up it was quite impossible to find the
pumps, but the attempt was made from between decks
with better success, the party ascending the hatchway and
contriving to reach them. After w orking for some time
it was ascertained that the ship was ashore. The wind
continued raging, and the sprays to break over her.
The night was so dark it was impossible to see a yard
before us, except during the flashes of lightning, when
trees could be clearly discerned close on board the larboard
side. By 1 a.m. the ship was perfectly steady, the wind
still blowing violently with much rain, thunder and lightning.
The Sympiesometer had risen to 27° 20 ', and continued to
rise rapidly; by 2 a.m. it was up to 27° GO’
.
To describe this awful hurricane which had lasted some
fifty hours, so as to give the reader anything like an
adequate idea of its fearful violence, or the anxiety of our
situation, would be impossible.
I’
he ship was an utter wreck, crowded with upwards of
400 souls, and without a single boat on board. Such was
°ur situation when it pleased God to come to our assistance.
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From the commencement o f the gale part o f a cold fowl
and some biscuits were all the officers had amongst them,
so, after congratulating each other on our miraculous escape,
and inwardly returning thanks to Heaven, we took some
ale and wine and water before lying down, and so com 
pletely was nature exhausted that in less than half an hour
every soul on board was fast asleep.
The next morning at daylight, to our great astonishment
we discovered we had been driven high on shore into the
centre of a mangrove swamp, where the ship had made a
way for herself, and as we looked around and saw our p osi
tion, a 770 ton ship in the centre of a wood, we could
scarcely believe our senses.
On the shore, about a quarter of a mile outside o f us, lay
the barque we had seen the previous day. At low' tide a
party of soldiers were lowered from her poop and waded
over to u s ; from the Officer who accompanied them we

ascertained our companion to be the barque “Runnymede.”
Captain Doughty, from Gravesend to Calcutta, with detach
ments of the 10th and 50th Regiment, under the command
of Captain Stapleton, 50th Regiment.
This day, Tuesday, the 12th of November, it rained in
cessantly. A topsail was spread over the quarter deck for
an awning1, and the broken pieces of the coppers were
collected to make a stove. After some contriving we suc
ceeded in getting a kettle of water boiled for breakfast,
and part of a broken boiler propped up to cook the meat
for the men. About noon their dinner, of which they stood
much in need, was served o u t; they had tasted nothing with
the exception of a little biscuit for 72 hours. Our live
stock was mustered and found to consist of a solitary pig,
everything else had either died during the gale, or been
washed overboard. The debris from below was brought up
and thrown over the side, and the between-decks were
swabbed dry and clean. The Second Officer reported that
all the stores in the hold had been turned out o f their
places, a great portion of the bread, flour, sugar, &c., was
found to be damaged, and many o f the pork and beef casks
stove in ; sad news for us in our situation !
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In the evening Captains Stapleton and Doughty, with
the troops and crew left the “Runnymede,”and came on
board the “Briton,” it bein g feared that the former vessel
m ight g o to pieces during the night in the surf, as the gale
was still blowing, there was a heavy sea on, and she was
farther out on the edge of the reef than the “Briton.”
I will now continue my account of our joint doings on
the Island.
Wednesday, 13th November, 1844.
Fresh breezes with
occasional showers. Captain Doughty, with the crew of
both ships, returned to the “Runnymede”to endeavour to
save as many stores as possible. Another sail was spread
across the fore part of the “Briton”for an awning, as the
ship was very much crowded with the addition o f the 187
men from the “Runnymede”. Two warps from the fore
and main mast heads were made fast on shore, and the fore
yard was g o t over the starboard side to shore the vessel up,
and to prevent her falling over.
By an observation this day we found the Latitude to be
12° 1' N., and the Longitude 93° 14' E., which proved (!)
us to be on one o f the Islands of the Andaman Archipellago.
The wet clothing and blankets were brought up to dry and
lines were rigged fore and aft to hang them on. A fatigue
party commenced m aking a causeway through the mangrove
swamp to the shore. The commanding Officer issued a
Detachment Order, placing the crews of the wrecked ships
on the same footing with the troops, and subjecting them to
military law.
Thursday, 14th. Moderate wind, with fine weather. All
hands busily engaged in drying their clothing and getting
up the damaged provisions from the hold.
W e found that
most of the cabin stores were destroyed and our crockery
and glass broken. Three carpenters went on board the
“Runnymede” to put her longboat (the only boat remain
ing sound in the two ships) in a proper state
to proceed to the nearest port to report our
situation. The carpenter's mate was employed
in cutting a large hole through the larboard
side of the main deck to admit air and act
as a means of communication with the shore.

HUMBER,
canes and bam boos lying many feet deep, and it was only
by walking along the fallen timber that one could get
through at all.
The Detachments o f the 10th and 50th Regim ents were
sent on shore this day, and formed an encampment for
themselves on a rising ground facing the beach, it being
feared that from the over-crowded state o f the ship, some
disease might break out.
At low tide a fatigue party was employed in conveyiug
stores from the “R unnym ede” to the “Briton,” and in the
afternoon the cooks were sent on shore to erect the coppers
saved from the “Runnymede ”as we feared they might set
the deck on fire if used on board, on account o f our having
no proper means o f fixing them there. Som e pigeons were
shot, much resem bling in appearance the English brood
bird.
Saturday, 16th.
All the married soldiers from the
“Briton ” were sent on shore to rig tents for themselves
and their families, and air ports were cut in the 'tweendecks to give as much ventilation as possible. Fatigue
parties were employed in bringing stores from the “Runny
m ede,’
' clearing away the bush around the shore, and
searching for fresh water. Som e o f the Officers went on an
exploring party along the beach to the Northward, and
found fresh water and an oyster bed, and shot some more
pigeons. Two of the sailors com menced making a canoe
out of a log.
Sunday, the 17th. Divine service was held on board tho
“Briton,” and we all returned thanks to Almighty God,
and read the forms o f prayer for the preservation of our
lives.
Some natives made their appearance on the shore to the
Southward, and a few o f them tried to surround two sailors
who were collecting shell-fish, but “Jack ” was not to bo
done.
An Officer went after the savages with a small

The bodies of two natives found on the
beach were buried by our people, and above
them in the bush lay parts of the wreck of a
country boat.
Several of us, both Officers and men, are
laid up with swollen feet, the result, no doubt,
o f the constant exposure to wet. This after
noon the causeway through the swamp to
the shore was made passable, and some excellent prawns
were brought in, a most comfortable treat.
Friday, the 15th. Fatigue parties were employed in
putting the hold to rights, drying the provisions, and clean
in g down the decks, while others were sent on shore in
search of water.
The destruction caused by this fearful hurricane appears
to have extended all over the Isla n d ; not a leaf was to be
seen on the trees, nor was a tree unbroken ; they lay about
in all directions, some crushed down, others torn up by the
roots, many of them o f the largest size and probably 100
years old.
The bush was rendered almost impassable by

party, but as soon as they saw him com ing they put off m
their canoe. W e found their fire, and close to it a piece of
drift wood and some fish bones.
Fatigue parties were employed in d igg in g holes and
cutting a communication between the ship and the shore.
The Commanding Officer issued a Detachment Order
com plimenting both troops and crew on their cool and
manly conduct during the gale, and noting his high ap
proval o f their exertions.
At night some natives attempted to approach the
“Runnymede.” A few shots were fired in their direction,
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-when they took their canoe and themselves off at the same
time.
Monday, the 18th. This morning a Detachment Order
was issued, in which it was regretted that the natives
should have been fired at ou the previous night from the
■
“Ruuuymede,”and directing that every attempt should be
made to conciliate them, in order to induce them to bring
in provisions, &c., and forbidding the men to go too far
from the camp.
A Detachment Court Martial assembled on board the
“Briton ” for the trial of some men charged with insub
ordination, and pilfering from the cargo of the “Runnymede/’a large portion of which consisted of bottled beer,
&c.
The doctors having reported “that the position o f the
“Briton ” in a mangrove swamp would prove injurious to
the health of the troops if they continue to occupy it as a
Barrack or Hospital,”two Companies of the 80th Regiment
were ordered on shore to clear a place and form an encamp
ment ; and the sick, under the charge of one of the Surgeons,
were transferred to the “RuDnymede,” wh;ch having now
become finally embedded in the sand was converted into a
Hospital.
Fatigue and working parties were employed in conveying
stores from the “Runnymede,” carrying water from the
hills, and clearing the bush around the camp.
Tuesday, 19th. Fatigue and working parties were em
ployed as usual.
In the afternoon we had our first parade.
Our appearance, as may well be supposed, was rather
ludicrous, the greater portion of the men’
s necessaries and
clothing having been either lost or destroyed during the
gale. Four Courts Martial were held, and as many men
punished for insubordination, &c., an unpleasant but neces
sary duty.
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With the exception o f wild pigs, several of which had been
seen, the Island appears to bo quite unproductive, neither
fruit nor vegetables of any description having been as yet
discovered.
Friday, 22nd. A Board o f Survey assembled on board
the “Briton ” to examine into the state o f the stores saved
from the wrecks, and to report on the most suitable scale
of issue, calculating for 40 days from date. After taking
an inventory of the provisions, &c., and ascertaining that
378 full rations, allowing one half for the children, would
be required daily, the Court recommended the following
scale for alternate days, which was approved o f by the
Commanding Officer :—
1st day. ^ lb. Bread, J lb. Beef, | gill of Spirits,
l-12th. oz. Tea, and £ oz. Sugar.
2ud day. % lb. Flour, J lb. Pork, j pint Peas, \ oz.
Coffee, ^ oz. Sugar, \ gill of Spirits.
Even this reduced scale would only last for 36 days, till
the 27th of December.
On our first arrival on the Island
we had occasional dishes of prawns, crabs, and other shell
fish, but they soon disappeared from the number constantly
searching for them.
For two miles around the camp the
coast was completely cleared of every description of shell
fish, and to go further, or even so far, without arms, was
not safe on account of the natives.
A Private of the 80th Regim ent died in Hospital of
dysentery, a disease rather prevalent, and most probably
caused by the water which has a disagreeable vegetable
flavour.

Saturday, 23rd.
The “Runnymede’
s ” long boat was
nearly ready for sea, and the men were employed in collect
ing stores for her, and making preparations for sending her
away.
Natives were seen on the opposite Island with two large
canoes.
Wednesday, 20th. Fatigue parties were employed in
Sunday, 24th. Divine service was held on board the
collecting and drying the stores, erecting tents, and clearing
\ away the Jungle around the encampment.
Our Pioneers’ “Briton.”
tools were found exceedingly useful, and we could never
Natives came close to the ship collecting pieces of wreck,
have managed without them.
The rest of the troops left nails, and iron h o op s; two of the men were sent towards
the “Briton ” and joined the camp, the guard *over the them with an old jacket as a present, to see if it would be
stores alone remaining on board. The miasma arising from possible to conciliate “Blackey.” They placed it on a
the swamp at low tide being found disagreeable and un broken stump and retired a short distance making signs to
healthy, most o f the Officers commenced erecting tents for the Natives to take i t ; the black rascals immediately took
themselves on shore.
the jacket down, trampled on it, and commenced an attack
Thursday, 21st.
Fatigue and working parties were on our men in return for their kindness, but seeing som e o f
employed as usual, and all the stores were collected their comrades who had been sent to watch their motions
together on board the “Briton,”preparatory to their being coming up with their arms they made off and took to the
bush, leaving part of a bow and a bundle of arrows behind
examined by a Board of Survey.
them. They seemed perfectly to understand the meaning
Some of our men, while searching for shell-fish this of firearms, making off the moment they see a person with
afternoon on the beach opposite the camp, were attacked them, while they are equally ready to attack those who
by several Natives, and four of them were wounded by chance to be unarmed.
their arrows, one rather seriously; the alarm was sounded,
The coast is strewed in every direction with wreckage,
the men stood to their arms, and a party was despatched
and we found this evening part of a chest of drawers, and
in pursuit of the savages, but without success, the black
rascals escaping into the jungle, luckily for them, or they the top of a washing stand, belonging to some strange ship.
I fear many others must have suffered besides ourselves.
would certainly have got a Roland for their Oliver.
The long boat is finished, and is to be launched on to
A guard was mounted in the evening on the beach below
morrow’
s flood tide.
the camp to keep them at a respectful distance. The
Monday,
25th. The lon g boat was launched from the
natives were perfectly naked, regular savages in both
deck
of
the
“
Runnymede” at 12 o’
clock this day. A g a n g
appearance and habits, and no doubt cannibals; there is
was employed carrying stores and water off to her.
little prospect o f our receiving any assistance from them.
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At 5 p.m., Captain Hal), and Lieutenant Leslie o f the
80th R egim ent (the bearer o f the despatches), the boat
swain, and five sailors, embarked on board of her, and
within an hour afterwards “The Hope,” (an appropriate
name for her), go t under weigh amidst the cheers of
hundreds, and took her departure from the Island accom 
panied with the best wishes and fervent prayers of all for
her safety and success.
Tuesday, 26th. “The H o p e ” was not in sight at day
light. Three of the Officers, while strolling on the shore
after dinner, sighted a wild hog. They contrived to get
between him and the bush unperceived, but the moment he
winded them away he went, a charge o f shot and ball flying
after him as he passed each in succession.
One of the
bullets lodged in his head, which bothered him a good deal
and sent him staggerin g am ongst the logs. A small K ing
Charles’Spaniel, the favourite of the Regiment, who hap
pened unfortunately to be o f the party, rushed am ongst the
logs and seized the h og by the ear, while one of the men
ran up with a large stick to despatch him, and not observ
in g the little d og in the dusk he accidentally struck poor
little Billy on the head and killed him on the spot ; the
regret at poor Billy’
s fate was universal throughout the
camp, and small as our rations were, we would sooner have
lost a day’
s supply than our favourite dog. The hog, when
brought home, weighed about 80 lbs., and had large tusks.
The meat proved nearly as hard and tough as his hide,
which was half an inch th ick ; however, tough as he was,
we were right glad o f such a valuable addition to our
scanty rations,
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tomed to see quietly ornamenting chimney-pieces at home
running about here in every direction.
Friday, 29th. W orking parties were employed as on the
previous day.
The carpenters’ tent and workshed was
completed. In the afternoon the keel of the new boat was
cut in the jungle.
Saturday, 30th. General Parade for muster. A fatigue
party brought in the keel o f the new boat from the bush.
One carpenter, one master, four sawyers, and a blacksmith
from the Detachment of the 80th Regiment, were ordered
to assist in building the new boat.
Sunday, 1st of December, 1844. Divine Service was
held on board the “Briton”as usual. The carpenters were
employed in making moulds, and constructing a bellows for
the forge, the frame being made of half-inch plank, with the
Pioneers’Aprons for sides and part of a gun barrel for the
nozzle. The sawyers were sinking their pit. The black
smiths were making
o a forge.
o
Large fires were seen on the North Island, and the
natives seemed very numerous.
Monday, 2 nd. W orking parties were employed in clear
in g and deepening the wells and water holes.
The bellows
were finished.
The sawyers were collecting spars and
brin gin g them in to their pit. The blacksmiths go t the
tiller of the “Briton’
s” rudder for an anvil, and the copper
bolts out of her stern ports to make nails with, not having
a dozen left.
The sailors’canoe, which was nearly finished, took fire in
the night, and both her gunwales were burnt down.
Tuesday, 3rd.
Regular M orning Parade
was held at 7 a m., thus com m encing the day,
the guards m ounting immediately afterwards.
The wells and water holes are failing fast.

Som e natives were encamped close to the spot where the
h o g was killed, and the moment the shots were fired they
left their fire, set up a yell, and fled into the bush.
Wednesday, 27th. The carpenters came on shore from
the “Runnymede” and commenced erecting a tent and
workshed, and making the necessary preparations for laying
down the keel of another boat. W orking parties were
employed in clearing around the encampments, and making
a road to the ship.
Thursday, 28th.
Fatigue and w orking parties were
em ployed in clearing out and deepening the wells, which
are beginn ing to fail.
Several o f the Officers left the ship, their tents on shore
b ein g completed, and the miasma arising from the man
grove swamp bein g very disagreeable at low water.
Beautiful shells o f various kinds are to be found on the
beach, and we were a good deal amused at first to observe
som e of a similar description to those we had been accus-

Two Officers went in search o f water and
found a running stream under the hills about
a mile from the camp, and very difficult of
access ow ing to the denseness of the jungle.
The bush was fired in several places to clear
the scrub off. Two native canoes were fishing
on the opposite island. The keel of the new
boat was laid down, 23 feet long. The sawyers
and blacksmiths commenced work. The sailors
cleared off the burnt part from their canoe
and set about planking her sides, as the only way to repair
the damage.
The fires blazing at night in front o f the various camps
and picquet tents give the Bay quite the appearance of a
village.
Wednesday, 4th. Heavy rain fell during the night and
filled the wells and water holes. All the tents were leaking,
bein g mostly made from old canvas. The short rations and
heavy fatigues began to tell on the men. The shore is
covered with them at each low tide searching for shell-fish.
A bag of black pepper, landed from the “Runnymede,
was most acceptable, the shell-fish in the men’
s weak state
disagreeing with many of them.
Thursday, 5th. All hands engaged in repairing and im
proving their tents after the rain.
A General Order
appeared directing one bottle of beer per diem to be issued
to each of the carpenters and other artificers employed iu
building the boat.
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Friday, 6 th. Several men were admitted into Hospital
with fever and affections o f the head. A Detachment Order
was issued “Prohibiting the men from bathing in the heat
of the day or otherwise exposing themselves in the sun.”
Some wickerwork canoes covered with tarred canvas were
made by the soldiers, who paddled about, and fished in the
Bay in them.
Saturday, 7th.
The sailors finished their canoe and
launched it in the afternoon, finding it answer better than
was expected after having been so much damaged by
the fire.
Sunday, 8 th. Divine Service was held as usual. The
canoe brought in a cargo of fine oysters from the bed to the
Northward.
W e observed a great many p ig tracks in the
sand. A soldier o f the 80th died in Hospital from brain
fever.
Monday, 9th. The “Runnymede’
s” men got a spar over
her quarter and lashed it to the mizen mast to shore her up.
The heavy surf causes her to bump aft more than is agree
able. Quite a fleet o f canoes are to be seen in the Bay
fishing and paddling about.
Tuesday, 10th. A large fish, o f about 20 lbs. weight,
resembling a snapper in appearance, was caught by one of
the mosquito fleet, and found to be both coarse and hard
when cooked.
Wednesday, 11th.
The encampment was quite gay,
every tent being decorated with a numerical or distinguish
ing flag, and the effect is very good, the Bay, from the
“Runnymede,”form ing a very pretty view.
Thursday, 12th. The canoe was out fishing at the North
Island, but without success.
The men saw two turtles on
the water, and brought home a few large mussels and other
shell-fish.
Friday, 13th. W e repaired and pitched the canoe, got a
large sail made for her, and put on wash boards, a false
keel, and stern post, which improved her very much.
Saturday, 14th. A party of Officers went to the North
ward and crossed over to the other Island in the canoe.
They saw a wild beast in the bush, of the panther species.
They found several bundles of pigs’heads tied with cane
and laid together in heaps, and some stones suspended from
the branches of a tree by rattan, which they supposed to be
some religious ceremony of the natives.
A quantity of
excellent oysters were on the rocks, so they made a fire and
dined off them.
Sunday, loth. Divine Service was held as usual. “The
Hope” has been gone 20 days to-day. The present rations
are to be reduced from to-morrow to one-half, which will be
all but starvation diet, and little or no shell-fish are now to
be found within miles of the camp.
At about 1 1 a.m. we had two heavy shocks of earthquake.
The “B riton ” shook so violently that all hands ran up from
below fearing she would fall over.
The last shock had
scarcely subsided when a shout was heard from the look-out
tree on the right o f the camp, where the men had of their
own accord established a sentry, relieving each other every
hour. A sail! A sail ! was quickly echoed from one end
°f the encampment to the other. The “Runnymede
hoisted her Ensign and fired a gun (a signal for a sail in the
offing already agreed upon). The camp was in a regular com
motion, shout following- shout with little intermission, and
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everyone was on the look-out, asking “Where ? where ? ”
and straining their eyes to get a glim pse of the stranger.
Within a quarter of an hour she had rounded the point and
was visible to all. At 1 p.m. she came to an anchor abreast
of the “Runnymede” in 15 fathoms, the men cheering
on shore while the ship saluted her with 12 guns. The
whole camp was like a fair, the people hurrying and firing
in every direction.
The vessel proved to be a small
schooner of 70 or 80 tons, with our old longboat, “The
Hope,” towing at her stern.
Our canoes went off and soon returned, brin ging on shore
Lieutenant Michael, an Officer of the 17th Madras Native
Infantry, the bearer of despatches from M ergui for the
Commanding Officer.
From Lieutenant Michael we learnt
the welcome news of the arrival of “The H op e”at Mergui,
and the safety of our comrades. They bad reached M ergui
on the 6 th, twelve days after their leaving this place, and
appeared to have suffered a good deal from the sun and
fatigue, as the wind being either light or foul, they were
obliged to pull the greater part of the distance.
Having reported our situation, &c., they were supplied
with a lighter boat and proceeded on to Moulmein on the
10th, and the day after their departure the Officer Com 
manding at Mergui despatched this vessel, The H on’
ble
Company’
s Schooner, “G eorge Swinton,” Captain Daniel
in command, to our relief, with provisions which were more
than acceptable and caused great rejoicing. A half-pound
of biscuits and a glass of spirits each, as an extra, was
issued to all hands to commemorate her arrival.
In the
afternoon a soldier of the 80th was unfortunately drowned
in the surf while bathing.
Monday, 16th. Blowing fresh, with a heavy surf on ; no
communication with the Schooner. Full rations were issued
this day.
Tuesday, 17th.
A Board of Survey assembled on board
the “Briton ” to take an account of the stores from the
“George Swinton,” which were found to consist chiefly o f
rice, ghee, tea, and sugar, with a small supply of meat, salt
fish and yams. The following scale was submitted by the
Board, and met with the approval of the Commanding
Officer:—
Fresh meat, f lb. or §lb. o f salt meat or fish ; Spirits,
1 g i ll ; Bread or Flour, | lb. ; Peas, 5 p in t; Yams,
| lb. ; Tea, | oz.; Sugar, 1^ oz.
Peas are to be issued with Salt Beef or Pork, Yams with
Fresh Meat or Salt Fish. A very great improvement on
our previous scale. The weather was still blow ing and un
settled and there was too much surf on for us to attempt to
get off to the Schooner.
Wednesday, 18th.
Weather more moderate.
The
“Runnymede ” cut away her mainmast to make her ride
easier on the surf. “The Hope,” which had been towed
back to us by the “George Swinton,” was brought on
shore and her deck ripped off to land the provisions from
the Schooner.
A B rig was in sight to the Southward, and the “Runny
mede ” hoisted her Ensign and fired a gun in hopes of
attracting her attention, but she passed without observing
us. She is supposed to have been a couutry vessel. One
boat load of provisions was landed from the Schooner in the
afternoon.
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Thursday, 19th. Parties were employed in landing pro
visions from the Schooner and stowing them on board the
“Briton.” The daily ration being so much improved, the
issue of spirits to the women was stopped from this date.
Friday, 20th.
The remainder of the stores were landed
from the Schooner and stowed in the “Briton.” Melons,
limes, pumplenose, and other seeds which had been planted
by the Officers in different parts o f the Island are com ing
up well, and may prove a benefit hereafter to some other
unfortunates like ourselves.
A soldier of the 50th died in Hospital of brain fever.
Saturday, 21st. Several o f the Officers went off to the
Schooner to take a cruise in her to the other Island, where
she was g o in g for water. It came on to blow and she could
not get under weigh, so they were obliged to fill casks for
her on shore from one o f our wells. The carpenters com 
menced putting in the ribs in the boat. Heavy rain during
the night.
Sunday, 22nd. Divine Service was held as usual.
B low ing fresh with a heavy surf on. N o communication
with the Schooner.
The poop awning on board the
“Briton ” was blown away and the cuddy filled with water.
Monday, 23rd. W eather still wet and squally, and a
heavy surf running. Fatigue parties were employed filling
water casks on the beach for the “G eorge Swinton,”repair
in g the causeway leading through the mangrove swamp to
the “Briton,” and clearing out the wells. The ration of
the men was reduced from §to | lb. per diem.
Tuesday, 24th. The bottom o f the new boat was finished
except for the caulking. The Schooner’
s Jolly boat was
swamped in the surf while taking off two water casks. Our
lon g boat went to her assistance and towed her alongside
the Schooner. The blacksmiths are making the rowlocks
for the boat, and pintles for her rudder. W e hope to
launch her in a day or two.
Wednesday, 25th. Christmas Day. Divine Service was
held on board the “Briton.” The Schooner took her
departure for Moulmein, Lieutenant Michael o f the 17th
Madras Native Infantry, bearing despatches from the Com 
manding Officer.
The tents were decorated with green
boughs, &c., in honour of the day. N o roast beef! but,
although our sugar was gone, we contrived to have a very
go od plum pudding without it. One must not be over
particular in the Andamans !
The carpenters finished the caulking- o f the boat and gave
her a first coat of paint. A sailor of the “Runnymede ”
was drowned in the surf by the upsetting o f the dingy.
Thursday, 26th.
Forty six days on this Island this day,
and it is time we heard som ething from either Calcutta or
Moulmein.
Our new boat is getting the flooring boards, stern sheets,
and fittings in. Flies and m osquitos are very numerous
and excessively troublesome. When we were first cast away
on this Island we found but few flies and mosquitos, they
must have been blown away by the storm, we are now
infested with myriads.
The Jungle has altogether changed its appearance, the
leaves com ing out quite green, and many o f the numerous
periodical plants are a very beautiful sight. The snakes
are also more numerous, several having been killed in the
camp. A small sucking p ig was shot this afternoon by one

NUMBER,
o f the Sergeants. He saw the mother and the rest of the
family but they g o t away into the Jungle.
Friday, 27th. All our schemes to catch fish having
failed, as a last resource we go t a large wicker work pot to
set outside in deep water, with a line and weight.
Theweather is very warm.
A tablet was engraved on the rock near our burial ground
containing the names of some o f the soldiers who died on
the Island, &c.
At night large fires were lit round the camp to burn off
and smoke out the mosquitos. A rocket was fired in the
offing,
Saturday, 28th. At daylight a Man-of-war Brig and
two small Schooners were in sight. The Brig stood on to
the Southw ard; the Schooners, rounding the reef, came to
anchor in the Bay, and the boat was sent off to them aud
returned with the news that they belonged to the H on’
ble
Company’
s Marine. The Schooners, we found, were two of
the Flotilla from Moulmein, and the Brig-of-war, the
“Pilot,” Captain Jervis.
Mr. White gave us the welcome intelligence of the safe
arrival of the rest o f the Regim ent at Calcutta, as also that
Transports from Moulmein were on their way to take us off
the Island.
Our new boat was launched at 12 o’
clock, and christened
in due form, ‘
‘Andaman.” She is 27 feet over all, 6 feet
6 inches beam, and pulls six oars.
She went through the
surf beautifully and appears to be an excellent sea boat.
The “Pilot,” Brig-of-war, came to anchor on the side of
the Island, and sent her cutter round to us with Lieutenant
Leslie (who had gone away in “The H ope ” with the
despatches), some fresh meat and vegetables.
A t night we lighted a large fire on the right of the
encampment as a beacon for the Transports, should they
com e in sight during the darkness.
Sunday, 29th. One of the Schooners and the “Pilot’
s”
cutter proceeded to the Northward to join the Brig.
About noon the “A yrshire” Transport arrived from
Moulmein and brought up in the Bay. Captain Jervis and
three of his Officers came round in the G ig and PinnaDce,
brin ging all sorts o f supplies. They dined with us and it
was quite a gay day, every one bein g in high spirits. We
had, this evening, our first supper on the Island in honour
of our kind friends on the “Pilot.”
Monday, 30th. A. Division of the 80th Regiment com
menced embarking on board the “Ayreshire.” Captain
Jervis, with his Gig, returned to the Brig, leaving the
Pinnance to assist in the embarkation.
A soldier of the 50th R egim ent died to-day of fever.
The Transport “Elizabeth Ainslie ” from Moulmein
arrived this afternoon, and came to anchor near the
“Runnymede.”
Flies and mosquitos are fearfully troublesome, there is no
sleeping at night on account of them. It is quite time we
were away from these barbarous shores.
Tuesday, 31st. H. M. S. “P ilot” came round from the
Northward and brought up in front of the encampmen •
W e commenced embarking the heavy stores on board tie
“Elizabeth Ainslie.”
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At 4 p.m., the “A yrshire” Transport sailed with the
first Division of the 80th Regiment.

Thus happily terminated one o f the most trying and
disastrous shipwrecks on record.

Wednesday, 1st January, 1845. New Y ear’
s Day, and
our 51st on the Islaud. The second Division of the 80th
Regiment embarked on the “Elizabeth Ainslie.”

How apparent throughout were the kind and merciful
acts of Providence ! Two transports from opposite quar
ters of the globe were lost on shore within a mile of each
other, each possessed of stores, &c., which the other was
deficient in, thus mutually affording that assistance which was
most required. Had the vessels been separated, or wrecked
on different islands, in all probability how different would
have been the result; how fearful the loss o f life, had not
the hand of God been mercifully extended towards us !

The Officers dined with their kind friends on board
H.M.S. “Pilot.” Numerous Native fires were seen on both
Islands, the black rascals eagerly looking out for our
departure to pillage the wrecks,
Thursday, 2nd. At daylight the Transport “Elizabeth
Ainslie,” with the remainder of the 80th Regim ent sailed
for Calcutta.

None would have been left to tell the tale of their com 
rades’
fate and sufferings.
Six hundred and twenty souls
Natives collected in great numbers on both Islands.
are cast on a most inhospitable and proverbially unhealthy
The Schooner’
s Gig, manned by Lascars, while pulling Island, short of every description of provision and comforts,
along the reef was pursued by five canoes. The “P ilot’
s ” exposed to heavy fatigues under a tropical sun, constantly
cutter went to her assistance, when the canoes pulled back
wet for the first fortnight while landing stores through the
to the reef and made off.
surf from the “Runnymede,”scantily clothed, badly fed,
The 50th Detachment strengthened their Camp Guard and pestered and annoyed by savages; yet wonderful to
relate, during the 54 days they remain on the Island onlv
and placed extra sentries.
six adults and a few children die, scarcely a common
Friday, 3rd. The Transport, “Agnes Lee,”arrived from average! What may not indeed be accomplished by
Moulmein. The sick soldiers, women, and heavy luggage, British soldiers and British discipline in times of trial and
were embarked in the course of the day. A t night the difficulty such as these. In that short space of time a con
Natives came round the camp in great numbers, and fires siderable portion of the dense jungle was cleared from
were seen in every direction. A Picquet was sent out to around the encampment, wells were sunk, a workshed, sawdrive them back, and fired on a party moving iu rear of the pit, and forge were erected, and a boat, capable of carrying
tents, when they decamped and put out their fires in a most 25 persons, completed. Also those who may hereafter visit
extraordinary manner, every trace but a few chance embers the spot will find a tablet in a rock at the head of the Bay
disappearing as if by magic.
on which is engraved the names of four British soldiers o f
The “P ilo t” despatched two boats to pull along the the Detachments of the 50th and 80th Regiments who died
shore in front of the Camp, and afterwards sent two shots on the Island and are buried near this shore where they
and a shell flying am ongst a large body of savages collected were shipwrecked on the 12th November, 1844. Tne
round a fire a short distance to the left of the “Briton.” tablet was erected by their comrades in January, 1845.
Finding the place too hot for him, “Blackey” showed his
These Islands appear to be but little known and very
sense and took himself off, nor did he make his appearance incorrectly surveyed. Holding out no inducement to trade,
again that night.
they are seldom visited by shipping. Fruit and vegetables
Saturday, 4th. The remainder of the Detachment of the are not to be found, the water is in general bad, and
The soil is, however, remarkably fine,
50th Regim ent embarked in the “Agnes Lee.” At night difficult to procure.
the natives again assembled in and around the camp, the and no doubt, if cultivated, tropical fruits and vegetables
Marines of the “P ilot” were landed to protect the wrecks. might be produced in abundance.
Several shots were fired during the night.
The rocks bordering the island are of a soft description
Sunday, 5th. The last Detachment of the wrecked
troops, after a sojourn of 55 days on this most inhospitable
island, sailed this day for Calcutta in the “Agnes Lee.”
The voyage was most prosperous, the several ships
reaching their destination within a few days of each other.
The Detachments of the 10th and 50th Regiments proceeded
on to Chinsurah by steam, while the Detachment of the
80th Regim ent landed in Calcutta and took up their quarters
in Fort William.

N ote.— As will be seen from the above the “Runnyniede’
’was driven on shore about a quarter of a mile from,
and to the Southward o f the “Briton.” She was driven
on to the reef stern foremost, and was not carried over it as
the “Briton” was. Consequently nothing is now, after a
lapse of 50 years, to be seen of her remains.

of sandstone, while the beach and West rocks are coral
formations.

Before taking our departure we christened it “Briton”
Island”and the anchorage “Runnymede” Bay. Latitude
12° 4' North, Longitude 93° 14' East, by observation.
Calcutta, January 18th, 1845.

The reef extends over an eighth of a mile from the rocky
shore, and is dry at low water.
It appears now to be bare,
with three tiny islets of sandstone rock covered with trees
standing on it, but this bareness is probably owing to the
fact that the wrecked people cleared away the m angrove
swamp then existing.
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The remains o f the “B riton” are now lying on the reef,
at the mouth of a creek and mangrove swamp, and small
mangrove trees have sprung up on and round them, hut
there is no doubt, from the description, that when the ship
was cast on shore, a large mangrove swamp existed, into
which she was tossed by the cyclone wave.
The ships were really w recked on John Lawrence Island,
but at that time, and indeed until 1880, Kwang Tung
Straits were unknown, and John and Henry Lawrence
Islands were believed to be one island, joined near the
narrow Strait at Garen-Lebar.
The description given o f the state of the ju ngle after the
cyclone will remind those who were in Port Blair in Novem 
ber, 1891, o f the state o f the jungle round the Settlement
then.
The “Panther” seen by the officers was probably a speci
men o f the Paradoxurus Andamanensis.

HUMBER.
The Andamanese state that the ju ngle was extensively
cleared, but it has now entirely covered the land again, and
no specimens of the fruit trees and vegetables planted by
the people have been seen.
The Andamanese, in their stories o f the wreck, assert in
their usual boasting way that they were continually fighting
with the soldiers, and that they killed very many o f them.
They also state that as soon as the ships were cast on shore
they went on board and fought the soldiers, driving them
back, and taking everything they wanted.
They certainly looted the wrecks after the parties had
gone, taking the iron but leaving the brass, and all that is
now left is three anchors, some twisted ribs, pieces of the
keel, numbers of brass bolts, and the sh ip’
s ballast, which
appears as a mere heap of stones rising slightly above the
level of the swamp.
M. Y. PORTMAN,

N o trace o f the tablet mentioned in the above account
can be found, though the steps cut in the rock, leading up
to where the encampment of the Detachments o f the 10th
and 50th Regim ents was, are still visible.
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