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PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS.
1st BATTALION.
Second Lieut. F- J. Joslin to be Lieut., vice Pack
Beresford, dated 13th Nov.
Promoted C ol.-Sergt.Sergt. J. E. Holland, 7th June.
Promoted S erg t-C o rp l. G. Hutchison. 13th Nov.
Promoted CorporalsLance-Corpls- J. McGee, 2nd
Nov-; W. Murphy and W. Osborne, 13th Nov.
Appointed L ance-C orpls.Privates J. Hills, 5th Oct.;
W- Cooke, W. Bowers, 16th Oct.; W. Dawson, 26th Nov.
2nd BATTALION.
Second Lieut. Eric Dalbaic Luard, from 4th BattThe Worcester Regiment, to be Second Lieut., vice J.
B. Comyn, seconded dated 12th January,
Promoted Sergeant-Lance-Sergt. W. Hopkins, 24th
December.
Promoted. CorporalsLance-Corpls. H. Smith, 24th
December; T. Emmerson, 30th December.
Appointed Lance-C orporalsPrivates W. Ellis, 6th
December; E. Yeatman, 9th December.
3rd BATTALION.
J. C. Wilmot, Esq., late Lieut. 5th Dragoon Guards,
to be Captain, dated 19th January2nd VOLUNTEER BATTALION.
Second Lieut. R. F. Miller to be Lieut., dated 1st Jan.
Acting Chaplain the Rev. J- W- Marshall, BA., resigns
his appointment, dated 1st January.
Captain H- W. Pembroke resigns his Commisson,
dated 12th January.

REGIMENTAL DINNER.
The Annual Dinner of the ist and 2nd Battalions Qothand
97th) will take place at the Grand Hotel, Charing Cross, on
Tuesday, 21st June, at 8 o’clock.
1

[Vol. X V I, No. 2.
HISTORY OF

THE ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT.
----------- 0----------The Royal West Kent Regiment, as at present constituted,
is made up of the old “ Fighting Fiftieth,” or “ Queen’s Own,” j
now forming the first battalion, and the old 97th, forming the ,
second.
The 50th Foot, or the 7th Marines, was raised in
April, 1741, and was placed under command of Major-General
Cornwall, who was the first colonel of the regiment.
The
uniform at that period was extremely picturesque. The tunic
was long, reaching down to the knees, and very elaborately j
ornamented ; the knee-breeches were red—same as the tunic—
and the facings black, which gave rise to the regiment being ;
called the “ Black Half-Hundred.” They wore handsome I
three-cornered hats and also white gaiters with garters below
the knees.
The colour of the gaiters was shortly afterwards ‘
changed to brown, and the three-cornered hat gave place to a j
sort of white helmet of very ugly shape, the front of which was
ornamented with a crowmand a star with six points. The old
97th, or second battalion, was originally called the Minorca j
Regiment, from the fact that it was raised at that place by Sir 1
C. Stuart, from Austrian prisoners released from the French at ;
the capture of Minorca.
This regiment formed part of the “ Foreign Brigade ” com| manded by Sir C. Stuart in the expedition to Egypt in 1801
under Sir Ralph Abercrombie, and greatly distinguished itself
in the actions of 13th and 21st Marsh near Alexandria. In the
latter a private captured a standard from a French regiment
called by them “ Invincible,” and the regiment received per
mission to bear on its colours the “ Sphinx ’’ and “ Egypt.”
This is the battalion at present quartered in Dublin.
In the
year 1808 it received the title of the 97th, or “ Queen’s Own
Regiment,” and the facings, which had hitherto been yellow',
were changed to blue, the colour of all the ‘‘ Royal ” regiments. !
The same year, on the 19th July, they were ordered abroad,
and embarked at Ramsgate for Portugal, under command of
Lieut.-Colonel Lyon.
Shortly atterwards, in August, they
formed part of the 7th Brigade under Brigadier-General
Anstruther, a very distinguished soldier, under whom they
fought at Vimiera—side by side with their present 1st batta
lion, the old 50th.
This brigade was mentioned in the most
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flattering terms by Lieutenant-General Sir Arthur Wellesley in
his official despatch.
The next year they were transferred to
the 8th brigade under General Acland, and took part in the
battles of “ Talavera,” “ Busaco,” “ Torres Yedras,” and
1 Albuera,” shortly afterwards returning to England, and were
granted permission to put “ Peninsula ” on their colours. After
being quartered at home for a few years they went to Ceylon,
where they remained for some time, and in 1838 they came
over to Ireland.
They were stationed for a considerable time
at Richmond Barracks, but an epidemic of ophthalmia breaking
out there in August, 1839, they were removed to Newbridge,
from which they returned to the Royal Barracks, Dublin, in the
I following year, and in 1841 they embarked on the troopship
“ Apollo” at the ‘‘ Cove cf Cork,” their destination being
Corfu.
The 97th were subsequently quartered at Malta, and
! several other foreign stations, only returning to England for a
short time before the outbreak of the Crimean War, during
which they won tresh laurels, and added lustre to the fame of
the British Army. The regiment embarked at Southampton on
the 20th August, 1854, on board the steamer “ Orinoco, and
sailed for the Piraeus, under the command of Colonel Lockyer.
When starting it numbered 1,000 strong, exclusive of officers
and sergeants, but within a few weeks of landing no less than
125 men died from an epidemic of cholera, which necessitated
removal to higher ground at Mount Pentilicus. When return
ing to the Piraeus in the autumn, the regiment marched through
A liens—the first time that British soldiers had ever marched
through the Grecian capital.
On the 15th November, in the
same year—1854—they again embarked on the “ Orinoco” for
the seat of war. They disembarked at Balaclava on the 22nd,
and at once marched to the front, where they were attached to
the Brigade of Guards, and were sent to the trenches before
Sebastopol. The sufferings and hardships to which our troops
were exposed during that terrible winter are well known, and
the courage and devotion with which they acted under the most
difficult and trying circumstances are beyond all praise. Never
were the patience and endurance of soldiers more severely
tested, and never did they stand the test better.
Captain
Vicars, an officer of the 97th, writing home to his sister in the
early spring of 1855, from the “ Trenches before Sebastopol,”
concluded his letter with these words :—I cannot see how the
Allied Powers can agree to peace until the stronghold
which has so long withstood us falls into our hands. Therefore
as the honour of my Queen and my country is involved in this
matter, not even to return to you, dearest, would I leave the
Crimea, save through the harbour of Sebastopol.” This same
j spirit of devotion animated the whole British army.
One of
the most severe engagements in which the 97th took part was
on the night of the 22nd of March. The weather was extremej ly cold, bleak, and stormy. The advanced post of the British
forces on the side nearest the French was a detachment of the

i
|
j
!

97th Regiment, commanded by Captain Vicars. Soon after ten
o’clock a loud firing commenced in the direction of the Victoria
Redoubt, opposite the Malakhoff Tower.
Taking advantage
of the intense darkness of the night, a strong Russian force
issued from Sebastopol.
Preserving a sullen silence they sucj ceeded in effecting an entrance into the French advanced
I parallel, before any alarm could be given by the sentries
A
short but desperate struggle followed, and the French were
: obliged to fall back on their reserves. The enemy then marched
along the parallel—up the ravine on the right of the British
line, intending to take them in flank and rear.
When first
observed in the darkness they were supposed to be part of the
French army.
Captain Vicars, who acted with splendid
heroism and judgment, quickly discovered that they were
Russians.
He ordered his men to lie down—there were only
about 200 at his disposal, and the Russian force was found to
exceed ten times that number. When they were within twenty
paces he jumped to his feet and shouted—“ Now, 97th, on your
pins, and charge ! ” In a moment the small but gallant band
was in the thick of a vast mass of Russians.
Again Captain
Vicars’ voice was heard out of the darkness—“ Men of the 97th
1 follow me ! ” as he leaped the parapet he had so bravely de
: fended, and charged the enemy down the ravine. Once more
: he called to his men, “ This way, 97th ! ” In another moment
he had fallen amidst his enemies.
His men fought their way
through the Russians to defend the parting life of their brave
1 leader. The victory was won ; but the regiment had lost one
of the bravest and best of officers, a man beloved and respected
wherever he was known.
Again, in September of the same
year, the 97th, or what was left of it—360 men—was selected to
form the assaulting column of the “ Great Redan ; ” 160 men
formed the ladder party under Major Welsford, while the other
200 men formed the assaulting column under Lieut.-Colonel
the Hon. H. R. Handcock.
Both these officers were killed
while leading their men to the assault.
They fought with
desperate courage and determination, but not being supported
were oblig'ed to retire, having lost no less than 201 men and 11
officers out of 360.
At the conclusion of the war, the name
“ Sevastopol ” was ordered to be placed on the regimental
colour “ as a memorial of the arduous and successful operations
which led to the reduction of that fortress.” Some years later,
during the Indian Mutiny, the regiment shared in the assault
and capture of Lucknow, and stormed the “ Kaiser-Bagh,” on
which occasion Lieutenant-Colonel Ingram was shot at the
I head of the regiment, and was carried to the rear by Ensign
; and Adjutant Robert Smith under a heavy fire.
BrigadierGeneral Fianks, in his despatch, dated 16th March, said—“ I
am filled with regret at the loss of this officer, whose conduct
at the head of his regiment on every occasion of our meeting
the enemy had called forth my admiration, while his private
virtues had endeared him to all who knew him.
Space does
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not admit of my referring to the many other occasions in which
1st
b a t t a l io n
in t e r c o m p a n y
this fine regiment distinguished itseF, but I cannot forbear to
FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT.
mention the incident of the presentation of new colours in the
------o -----year 1880, while stationed at Halifax, Nova Scotia.
Major
The
ties
for
the
annual
competition for Colonel Brock’s
Welsford, who fell gloriously while storming the Redan, was a
native of Nova Scotia, and in the old churchyard at Halifax a Shield were drawn in Camp Koonda on Nov. 25th, and the
monument was erected to his memory ; so that it was a fitting fates decreed that the first round should be played off as
place that they should receive their new colouis. After they follows :—
E v. D
had been consecrated by the Lord Bishop of Nova Scotia, Dr.
F v. G
Binney, the colours were presented by Lady MacDougall, wife
C v. B
of General Sir Patrick MacDougall, K.C.M.G., commanding
H
v. A
the troops in British North America. In making the presenta
rst
Match,
E
v.
D—This
game
resulted in a draw, five
tion Lady MacDougall, in the course of a most spirited address
to the regiment, said—" The interest I must always feel in the minutes extra time being played each way without any con
honour and welfare of the 97th will be intensified by the clusion being arrived at. E Company scored a goal in the first
memory of my having been associated with them cn this half and D responded in the second half, five minutes before
solemn and interesting occasion. In these days—when the the call of time.
For E Company Sergt.Ashby and Pte. Smith at half-back
world is bristling with armaments—it is impossible to say how
and
Pte. Davidson at back played a good game.
soon England may be called on to take part in the great war
that, sooner or later, appears to be inevitable.
Should that
For D Company Corpl. Sonnenberg and Pte. Steed on the
event unhappily occur, everyone acquainted with the 97th will left wing and Pte. Burrows centre forward were best.
feel that fresh distinctions will be added to those now em
2nd Match, E v. D—This game was simply a repetition of
blazoned on the Regimental Standard. Your old colours have
that
played on the previous day, one goal all being the score
been borne aloft in many a hard-fought battle, and have seen
much service, as their appearance testifies ; and I now charge and the same amount of time being played.
The backs of both teams distinguished themselves, Ptes
you, one and all, to fight manfully in defence of these new
Davidson
and Lewis being most conspicuous for E Company
colours, which have this day been consecrated to the service of :
and Pte. Akhurst for D.
your Queen and country, and which I now confide to the
guardianship of the 97th in the full conviction that every
3rd Match, F v, G—(It was decided to give E and D Com
officer, non-commissioned officer, and man will die in their de panies a rest before trying conclusions again).
fence, as their comrades of the 24th and 66th have lately done
The result of the above game was an easy win for F Com
in Zululand and Candahar, rather than forsake the trust now
pany by 3-0. The forwards of the winning team played a good
committed to their charge.” The old colours were subsequent
game, passing well. They should have scored more often, but
ly placed in the Winchester Cathedral, underneath the still
constantly failed to put the ball through when easy opportuni
older ones which the regiment carried in the Crimea, and under |
ties offered themselves.
which Lieut.-Colonel Handcock, Major Welsford, Captain
For F Company Pte. Evans at centre forward was best. For
Vicars, and many others fought and fel1.
The regiment is at
present quartered in the Royal Barracks, Dublin, under com- ’ the losers Pte. Smith, half-back, and Pte. Bathurst, back, were
mand of Lieut.-Colonel E. A. Grove, to whose kindness and chiefly conspicuous.
courtesy I am indebted for the copy of Lady MacDougall’s
4th Match, B and C—A victory for B by 2 -0.
address, and other interesting extracts from the regimental j
The ground was in a very bad condition, some inches of dust
records, which have never before been published.
The badge ; covering the whole of it, and on more than one occasion the
of the regiment is the Sphinx, superscribed “ Egypt,” and the ball was for a few seconds completely lost to the players. An
motto, “ Quo fas et gloria ducunt.”— The Irish Field, 18th amusing incident occurred when a group of players were dimly
December, 1897.
discerned through a cloud of dust jostling round an imaginary
ball while the real article was left untouched some yards away.
This completely spoilt what otherwise might have been a good
SOLDIERS’ BALANCES UNCLAIMED.
game.
-------- 0-------For the winners Pte. lhomson, forward, and Pte. Cornish,
The next-of-kin of Pte. Wm. John Leonard, John Meagher, j
and Arthur Moss, are entitled to ,£14 18s. 8d., ^ 9 18s id., and half-back, played well, while for the losers Ptes. Wells at half
back and Pte. Nurse at back were good.
i*33 9s. 1id., respectively.
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5th Match, A v. H —A very fast and closely-contested game
resulted in a victory for A by 4-3.
The winning g'oal was scored by A Company on the call of
time, ami 1st mu h excitement. H Company’s goal keeper, in
making a good attempt to clear, kicked the ball just the wrong
side of the post.
For A Pie. Howard was invaluable, and Pte. Knight also
played well. For H Pte. Bignell at half-back played a good
game and worked hard.
Sixth Match, E v. D.—After playing for three and a half
hours during three separate games, E Company eventually won
by the narrow margin of 1 —o. Extra time had to be played in
each game, and it wms only in the second period of extra time
that E Company managed to score, and then they only
put the ball through owing to a misunderstanding on the part ;
of D Company’s backs, who having claimed “ off-side ” against j
their opponents stopped playing (always a very dangerous
thing to do). The claim was disallowed, and E Company put
the hall through without opposition.
For E, Private Davidson distinguished himself.
Pte. Akhurst was best.

For D,

pany, though beaten, undoubtedly had the best of the game,
but owing to the bad shooting of their forwards they could not
defeat their opponents’ goalkeeper.
For B Company Corpl. McIntosh and Ptes. Thompson,
Cornish, and Horne played a good game. For F Company
Ptes. Evans, Green, and Leech were best.
Owing to the Regiment being in the field, the shield could
not be presented to the winning Company after the final game,
as is the custom. B Company were the victors in this tourna
ment last season as well as this, and on each occasion they have
upset the calculations of everyone by beating the favourites in
the final. Good luck to them, say I, and may they repeat their
performance next year.

1st

BATTALION CORRESPONDENCE.
-------- 0-------Camp K oonda,
N kar Mardan,

Dec. 29th.

Another month has gone, and we are still encamped here,
S econd R ound. —The second round was drawn as follows :— eagerly awaiting orders either to take the field again, or for
the force to break up and return to cantonments. However, it
A v. F
is pretty certain that we shall move ere long, as an ultimatum
B
E
1st Match, A v. F—A very good game, resulting in a win for has been sent to the Bonerwals, troubling them for i t 500
F by 2 to 1.
F started well and scored two goals in the first rupees and 160 guns, including 60 Enfield rifles. If these are
half. After crediting themselves with these points they fell off not given up by January 5th a force is to move into their
badly, and A Company pressed during most of the second half. country. Rumour says that the 1st and 2nd Brigades and the
They scored once only, however, though F Company’s goal Divisional Troops, Malakand Field Force, are to move to the
foot of the Tangi Pass, which is about half way between the
was in considerable danger on more than one occasion.
Malakand and Ambeyla Passes. If there is much opposition
For F, Ptes. Newall,Green and Evans were most conspicuous.
to our crossing the pass, which is 4,800 feet high, the whole
For A, Ptes. Howard and Knight played up well.
force will take part in the fight ; but afterwards only the 1st
Second Match, B v. E —A very good and fast game, result ! Brigade, consisting of the Royal West Kent Regiment, 16th
ing in a victory for B by 2—o. B owed their success to their Bengal Infantry and 20th Punjab Infantry, is to advance into
forwards, who were equal to taking advantage of their oppor the Boner country. We are expecting to march to Hote
tunities. The ball was constantly at the mouth of either goal, Mardan in a day or two, and from there to the foot of the
but E Company could not succeed in putting it through.
Tangi Pass, so as to be there by January 5th. All extra bag- j
For B, Corpl. Macintosh and Pte. Thompson, forwards, and gage has been sent out of the camp, and we are ready to move ,
Pte. Cornish, centre-half, did valuable work.
For E, Sergt. on the normal field service scale, i.e. 30-lbs. baggage each
man and 70-lbs. for officers and tents ; the latter, however, are
Ashby and Pte. Davidson did their best to avoid defeat.
to be left at the foot of the pass, as it is necessary to reduce the
Final, B v. F —On form shown in the previous matches F
transport as much as possible. Luckily we have all mule
Company was selected as the probable winners of this game,
transport, which is by far the best in a mountainous country.
and they came on the field hot favourites. B Company soon
showed themselves nothing daunted by public opinion, and
Probably owing to the chillinesss of the evening air, which 1
placed one goal to their credit in the first few minutes’ play. somewhat damped the enthusiasm of the audience, our last
Do what they could, F Company could not manage to equalise, open-air concert did not quite emulate the success of the
though they had many opportunities of doing so, and the result previous one at Jalala. The chorus, however, were as admi
remained one love in favour of B till the call of time. F Com rably drilled as ever by our invaluable stage manager, Band-

,
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Sergt. Regan, and were especially successful in “ The Soldiers
of the Oueen,” “ Men of Harlech,” and “ The Swanee River.”
Both items provided by Dr. McCarthy were excellent, and
j Sergeant Regan’s version of “ Who’s that a-calling ; ” “ Kiss
| my Bicycle,” by Col.-Sergt. Burge ; Polka,” by Private
Booker; and “ Mary McIntyre,” by Private Wheatley, were
also well received. The closing chorus, “ Dolly on the Ditties,”
| individual performers singing one verse each of numerous old
favourites, was perhaps the best thing of the evening.
Programme :—Part I.—Band, H.L.I. ; Opening Chorus,
11Torpedo and the Whale,” Troupe; Song and Chorus,
“ Soldiers of the Oueen,” Private Maire ; Song, “ Arriet,” Dr.
j McCarthy ; Song and Chorus, “ Then we had another one,”
' Private Mervin ; Song and Chorus, “ Because she ’aint built
that way,” Private Booker ; Song, “ Kiss my Bicycle,” Col.Sergt. Burge ; Song and Chorus, “ The father of a little black
coon,” Band-Sergt. Regan ; Chorus, “ Who’s that a-calling,”
Band-Sergt. Regan and Troupe.
Part II.—Band, H.L I. ;
; Chorus, “ Men of Harlech,” Troupe ; Song, “ Mother’s Advice,”
i Private Mervin ; Song, “ The Addick smoker’s Daughter,”
Dr. McCarthy ; Song and Chorus, “ Polka,” Private Booker ;
Song, “ Shakespeare's Seven Ages,” Col.-Sergt. Burge; Song
and Chorus, “ The Swanee River,” Lance-Corpl. Dawson;
Song and Chorus, “ Mary McIntyre,” Private W heatley;
Closing Chorus, “ Dolly on the Ditties,” Troupe.
“ God Save
the Queen Empress.”

more civilized place. (Roll on ! Dum-Dum !) After Church
Parade the officers had an enjoyable picnic at a canal bungalow ;
some five miles off, and in the evening a very successful
“ Gaff ” was given by the Buffs and H.L.I., which included a
Cuttack sword dance by the Afridis companies of the Guides.
The enclosed heliograms were received on Christmas Day.
“ From Malakand to Koonda—From Officers 35th Sikhs to ;
Major Evans, Queen’s Own.—Best thanks for your greetings. |
Accept ours for Christmas and new year.”
“ From Malakand to Koonda—From Col. Reid to Major
Evans, Queen’s Own.—Best thanks for kind message, and best
greetings of the season to you and the Queen’s Own.”
The new draft is expected in a few days. They will bring j
up the strength cf the regiment to nearly 750.
A band of Hindoo Fanatics are supposed to be lurking about
the camp, and no one is allowed to go out of camp unarmed.
They are said to have cut up a sepoy between here and the
Malakand, and are still thirsting for blood. No doubt we
shall see some of them when we get to the Tangi Pass.
ist

1st
I

By far the most important event of the past month (barring
war and politics) has been the Inter-Company Football Tour
nament, of which a detailed account will be found enclosed.
When we saw in the revised list of reliefs that the regiment
was for Dum-Dum it was decided to start Rugby Football, in
the h ipes that we may follow in the footsteps of the Buffs ;
who, when they were at Calcutta, went in largely for the tour
naments in those parts, and were very succrssful. From 15 to
20 men in each company gave in their names as wishing to
play (nearly all three-quarter backs), and some games were
played. Lieut. Bush then got up a team, and we played the
Buffs; the game resulted in a victory for us by two goals and
one try to goal. The Buffs were unable to bring their full
team ; but nevertheless it was very creditable winning our
first match.
Our team was composed as follows:—Back,
1 Private Pafford ; three-quarter backs, Lieuts. Bush, O’Dowda,
Leslie, and Corpl. Merrick ; half-backs, Lieut. Smith and
j Private Smith ; Forwards, Lieuts. Beresford, Jackson and
Hickson, Corpl. Jones, and Privates Morgan, Miles, Turner,
^ *nd Sawyer.
Owing to the regiment being on service, it was decided to
postpone observing Christmas Day until we arrive at some
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Battalion Correspondent.

INTELLIGENCE.

-------- o-------Col.-Sergt. O. R.-Sergt. J. Cover, Lance-Corpl. A. Joy, J.
Brooker, T. Griffen, and Dr. J. Wall, have re-engaged to
complete 21 years service.
Pte. E. Pafford has extended his service to 12 years with the
colours, and is appointed Drummer.
Corpl. T. Woodley has at his own request reverted to Private.
No. 1316 Pte. T. Knight has qualified for the appointment of
“ Master Bootmaker.”
Good Conduct Pay has been granted as under :
Granted 3d. Pte. H Wood.
Granted 2d. Lance-Corpl. S. Medcalf, Pte. J. Dibling, P.
Cocklin, C. West, W. Ticehurst, W. Upton, W. Cowlard,
B. Baker.
Granted id. Lance-Corpl. A. Bowers, Pte. J. Mitchell, H.
Duggan, E. Champion.
Restored 3d. Pte. W. Beese.
Restored 2d. Pte. M. Harris.
Restored id. Dr. W. Palmer, Pte. S. Morris, T. Edwards
W. Lock, J. Donovan, T. Barnes, H. Houghton, W. Knight,
F. Smith, W. Thornecroft, F. Pack, J. M. Grave, W. Doke,
W. Knight.
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BATTALION CORRESPONDENCE.
-------- o--------

D ear M r . E ditor ,

The Officer who undertook to supply you with 2nd. Battalion
notes went away last month, and unfortunately forgot to either
send you any notes or get somebody else to do so. I don’t
know that anything happened in December which was of very
special interest and therefore should be recorded now.
|
We were weak before the draft left us on November 29th. i
Now, with about 100 men on furlough, we can hardly be con
sidered in the light of a Battalion. Recruits—and not enough
of them—form the bulk of those who can ever be found if
wanted.
Rumour has it that yet another draft is required this troop
ing season. It is hard to know how to find the daily duties
! here, let alone a draft.
Those who went out on November 29th should be in time
for the Boner business, and have the opportunity at all events
of realising some of the conditions attaching to active service.
We wish them every luck.
j

The official list of moves is published, and we are down for
Chatham, via Aldershot, for summer drills.
It seems probable that we shall do our musketry and field
training here before we move.
The Battalion left Chatham in February, 1888, so, if we go
there we shall be returning after an interval of a little over ten
1 years.
In 1887 we raised a good many recruits at Chatham. Of
late years all that part of Kent has been given to the Buffs for
recruiting purposes.
We should not now be short of men had our recruiting area
j not been steadily curtailed and recruiting for the Regiment
often stopped altogether.
The Football Team have returned from furlough.
The next tie for the Army Cup is fixed for February 9th in
the Phcenix Park. We have to play the South Lancashire
Team. We have had a good deal of bad luck to contend
, against this year.
Colour-Sergeant Sharp is not playing owing to the liability
of putting his shoulder out, 2nd. Lieutenant Lister had to give
up early in the season, and Private Mantell more recently
owing to injuries received. 2nd. Lieutenant Comyn has gone
to West Africa, and Private Bing is about to complete his time
with the colours. And Sergeant Bass has received an injury
which makes it more than doubtful whether he will be able to
play.

The handicaps have been many, but if those who are selected
to play in the team will do their best by their trainer, Sergeant
Outten, before the 9th of February, and their best by one
another when the match is played, we ought to be victorious.
.

Route marching is the order of the day ; at least a con
tinuous effort is made that everybody should do one march in
the week, exclusive of a brigade march. Sixteen miles is the
distance now, and training and care are bearing good fruit,
for the marching is now excellent—no falling out and perfect
discipline on the march. During one week next month every
body will march three times. Then field training by half
battalions will be the order of the day.
The Dublin season is now commencing, and a levee on
February 1st, followed by a drawing-room on the 2nd, opens
the Castle series of entertainments.
We hope your 1st Battalion correspondent will have sent you
a detailed and up-to-date account of their doings.
But I
suppose we must wait till your March issue before we shall
learn details of their Boner experiences.
Y our 2nd B attalion C orrespondent.

FOOTBALL INTELLIGENCE.
-------- 0-------I must first apologise for not sending you an account of the
two matches v. the Yorkshire Regiment in the 2nd round of
the Irish Army Cup, and then I must try to retrieve my error
by giving you an account, which, however, will, I am afraid,
be somewhat meagre owing to the length of time that has
elapsed and the villianous memory that I possess. The first 1
match was played in the Phoenix Park on November
29th, and proved most exciting.
From the kick-off we
pressed, and after some pretty bad shooting, Corpl. Hazlett put
in a beauty, which the Yorkshire goalkeeper had no chance of
saving. Undismayed by this our opponents played up in j
splendid style, and after some give and take play, their centreforward, as a result of some beautiful passing among all of
them, got clean away and scored, thus equalising. Play
continued fast and furious up to half-time, but nothing was
scored. On change of ends we were severely pressed, and it
was only our sterling^ defence that saved us. Unfortunately
for us about quarter-of-an-hour before “ tim e” Sergt. Bass
sprained his ankle severely and for the rest of the game, though
he pluckily refused to give in, was practically a “ passenger” to !
use rowing parlance. .However, “ time ” was called with the
game one all. The extra half-hour was commenced without
loss of time, and for fully ten minutes we rained shots at their
goal, but alas ! the shooting was by no means accurate, and the 1
Yorkshire got a chance, got the ball down to our end, and we
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hail the mortification of seeing the ball go through the posts ;
ffhat made it harder was that it went through off one of our
own men’s heads, Corpl. Parker not being given the least chance
of stopping it. Shortly after this ends were changed, and the
game went on for two or three minutes distinctly in favour of
the Yorkshire, when the referee blew his whistle and stopped
the game, owing to the failing light. This was a great piece of
good luck for us, though crushing luck for our opponents, who
were certain to have won barring accidents ; and the win
would have been thoroughly deserved, for they played a real
good hard game and outmatched us at most points.
The match was re-played# on the ground of the Yorkshire
Regiment. Sergeant Pass was unfortunately unable to play
through his accident, a severe loss to us ; his place was filled
by Private Keleher who, considering all things, did remarkably
well. 'We pressed at first but could not score ; then they got
down, and out of a scrimmage in front of goal a penalty kick
was given against us from which they scoied, despite a gallant
attempt to save it by Corpl. Parker. From this on, the game
needs little description, for the forward line though they played
in the most plucky and spirited manner right up to the end,
entirely lacked cohesion, and had it not been for the sound
defence, we should have been |beaten by more. As it was, the
verdict was 2—o in favour of the Yorkshire, a result they
thoroughly deserved, for we must acknowledge, unpalatable
though it may be, they were a better team on the play of both
days, even if Sergt. Bass had not hurt himself; to him is due
the greatest praise for sticking to it in the way that he did in
the first match, though hardly able to stand.
As regards football, I should like to say that we all sym
- pathise most heartily with the Yorkshire Regiment in the bad
luck that has befallen them in being ordered to Gibraltar, when
they had three cups well within their grasp. 1 here is an old
proverb which Pm afraid they will not appreciate— “ It is an
ill wind that blows nobody any good,”—and in this case we
are the ones who have had fortune wafted to us, as regards the
Leinster League, and it will be our own fault if we do not take
advantage of it.
In League matches we have beaten the Shelbourne F.C. by
3 to 2, and now stand second, our record being—played 5,
won 4, lost 1—points, 8.
We play the S. Lancashire in the 4th Round Army Cup on
February 9th, and anticipate a tough struggle.*I
We beg to acknowledge the receipt of the following
subscriptions :—
To December, 1897—Mrs. Jameson, Col. Satterth waite,
Canteen and Officers’ Mess 2nd Vol. Batt., per Mr. Mayo.
I To December, 1898—Sergt.-Instr. Blackburn, D. ForestierWalker, Esq., Col. C. R. Crosse, Capt. Roche, Messrs. W.
Newberry, F. Weaver, S. Ithoods, G. Rutledge, J. Judge,
Mrs. Nunn, Major Leckie, Col. Henderson, Col. Isacke, Col.
^ andermeulen, Col. Dury, Col. Clarke, Sergt.-Instr. Maynard,
MnsHIaysmore.
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INTELLIGENCE.

Lance-Corporal W. Lee joined the class of gymnastics at
the Curragh on the 1st January.
Appointed Provisional Lance-Corporal, Privates, C. Dav, J. j
Teer, and A. Chasteneuf.
Good Conduct Pay as under has been granted :—
Granted 3d. Private C. Norton.
Granted id. Lance-Corporals A. Wakeman, F. Walker,
Privates W. Price, J. Barker, F. Wright, G. Smith, T. Thorneycroft, A. Jones, J. E. Smith, J. jTeer, F. Hodge, G. Morris, J.
Dewing, E. Allchin.
Major A. T. Morse is posted to the Battalion, vice Colonel
Alderson ; also, Captain Venables, vice Captain Marsh,
seconded.
Private J. Payne has been transferred to the Corps of Mili
tary Foot Police.
Captain Martyn has proceeded on leave till 31st March.
Private H. Tiff has been passed to the Army Reserve.
We are informed of the death of Mr. Lofts, at Romford, on
21st January, known to us all as Mick Lofts.
He enlisted in i$6o, and took over the post of canteen
steward in South Africa in 1881. He left the 2nd. Battalion
in 1891, and since then held a similar post in our 3rd. Volun
teer Battalion at Woolwich. He leaves a widow and several
children.

DEPOT

INTELLIGENCE.
-------- o---------

Roll of the draft who proceeded to join the Home Battalion
at Dublin on 10th January :—Corporals F. Lodge, F. Page
E. C. Bennett, Ptes. E. J. Norton, H. Childs, J. Young, P.
Druckler, A. Caulfield, G. C. Barrett, G. A. Henderson, A.
Smith, C. Spencer, F. E. Williamson, A. G. Davidson, H.
Foster, J. F. Markham, A. Richardson, A. Wyatt, W . F,
Rivers, A. Quittenden, A. Harmer, F. Seddon, C. Cramps, A.
E, Baker, J. P. Smith, T. Springett, S. Hollman, F. Orchard.
Private J. Stripp has been discharged by payment of £ 10.
From the Home Batt. have come Sergt. C. Wilson, Drum
mer C. V. O’Connell, Lance-Corpls. H. Savage, G. Ingram,
A. Sayce, G. Pullen, F. Walker, P. Kevan, Privates J. Hayes,
E. Clare, L. Clifton.
Drummer F. Wood has been discharged after 18 years’
service.
Private W. Cotterell has been passed to the Army Reserve.
Sergt. A. J. Carter, P.S., 3rd Batt., has been granted a
Sergt.-Instr. in Musketry Certificate.

i
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MILITIA TRAINING,

EDITORIAL NOTES.
--------- 0 ---------

Our congratulations to Captain G. Marshall, who has been
appointed Garrison Adjutant, Dublin.

We hear that the price of Colonel Fyler’s “ History of the
50th Regiment ” is reduced to 10s. 6d., and would remind our
readers that only a limited number of copies were published.

1898.

It has been decided that the Militia Training is to be later
than usual this year, so that the 3rd Batt. and the 2nd Bait,
may be together during the manoeuvres at Aldershot. Whether
this change will prove beneficial or not in the interest of
Recruiting remains to be seen. The Training is fixed for the
period—8th August to 10th September—and divided into two ■
portions, the last fortnight being spent at Aldershot.
D EA TH S.
At Romford, on 21st Jan u ary , 1898, M r. Loft, late 97th
and 2n d B att., aged 53 years-

Any correspondents forwarding private letters from their
friends for notice in the Gazette are requested to state that the
writer of the letter consents to its contents being published,
wholly or partly. W ithout this guarantee, the Editor has
decided that he cannot m future use such letters for the
I columns of the paper, however interesting they may be in
themselves.

At Peshaw ar, on 3rd N ovem ber, No. 3 5 7 7 P rivate W
Moore, 1st BattAt C hakdara, on 2 6 th October, No- 3108 Private C
S tuart, 1st B att.
At N owshera, on 12th N ovem ber, No, 1581 Sergeant
W. Halsey, 1st B att.

A lady living in Eochester, who has very kindly interested
herself in Charles Farr, the old 50th soldier, sends the following
newspaper cutting:—“ Mr. Charles Farr has been appointed by
the Dean and Chapter a bedesman of Eochester Cathedral, in
place of the late Mr. George llsley, of Fort Clarence. The
small allowance attached to the office will be of great assistance
to the aged warrior. His pension is only pd. per day.” The
allowance is, we believe, about ^"15 a year, so with his pension,
&e., Farr is now comfortably provided for, as he lives with as
married daughter.

At Jalala, on 15th Nov„ No. 2758 P rivate C. Watts,
1st Batt-

T he T erms

of

S ubscription,

are as

F ollows :

The Officers o f both the Line Battalions and Depots, 6d
per month.
Other Subscribers, with Almanac, 'Ks. 6d. ; without Almanac, \
3-y. per annum, including postage.

“ Smart General wanted for large house in Kent ;
highest references wanted ; wages ^2 0 .—Mrs. L.,
Advertiser Office.”
Sir,—W ith regard to the correspondence going on at present
relative to the re-organisation of the Army, employment of old
soldiers, &c., I think the enclosed advertisement shows that a
noble effort is being made to carry out the wishes of the Secre
tary of State. Let us hope this notice may meet the eye of
some of the many unemployed M.-G.’s.—Yours,
X 50th.
P.S.—Is Mrs. L. an agent for the S.E.D.S. 1
(We think it just possible that a General in the Army may
not be referred to in the advertisement.—Ed. Q.O.G.)

Copies will be sold at id . per Number lo Non-Commissioned
Officers and Men serving with the Colours.

I f sent by post

is. 6d. per year.
Extra copies or back numbers can always be supplied.
Price of back Numbers, 6d.
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to bo addressed to :
T he E ditor,
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PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS.

1st

[Vol. X V I , No. 3.

BATTALION CORRESPONDENCE.

1st BATTALION.
Henry Donald Buchanan-Dunlop, Gentleman Cadet
from the Royal Military College, ito be 2nd Lieut, vice
F. J. Joslin, dated 16th Feb.
Appointed Lance-Corpl., Private T. Knight, 3rd Dec.
2nd BATTALION.
Promoted Sergeant, Lance-Sergt. J. Davis. 19th Jan.
Appointed Lance-Corpl., C. Day, 29th Dec.
DEPOT.
Promoted Corpl., Lance-Corpl. G. Ingram, 19th Jan.
3rd BATTALION.
Gerard Elgood, Gent., to be 2nd Lieut., dated 9th Feb.

REGIMENTAL

DINNER.

The Annual Dinner of the rst and 2nd Battalions (tothand
97th) will take place at the Grand Hotel, Charing Cross, on
Tuesday, 21st June, at 8 o’clock.

THE QUEEN’S VISIT TO NETLEY.
------o-----Amongst other wounded soldiers whom her Majesty ad
dressed when visiting Netley Hospital on Friday, xith Feb
ruary, were the following :—Private Edwards, Royal West
Kent Regiment, who had been shot in the cheek, the bullet
passing out at the neck.
The Queen asked him if he suffered
any pain, and he answered in the negative.
Private Meager,
Royal West Kent Regiment, who was suffering from wounds in
both legs, and Private Clipsham, Royal West Kent Regiment,
who had been shot through the body, received sympathetic
remarks from her Majesty.
All the sufferers afterwards ex
pressed deep gratitude towards her Majesty for her sympathy
with them.

N owshera, Jan, 25th.

At last, on New Year’s Day, the welcome order came for the
force in camp at Koonda to move against the Bunerwals, their
jirgahs1 having come into Mardan two days previously and
refused the terms offered them. The following day we marched
to Mardan with the 20th Punjaub Infantry and the 10th Field
Battery. The 2nd Brigade, on leaving Koonda, inarched to
Kattung, one march from the Tangao Pass. The Guides In
fantry and 31st P.I., who formed a separate column under
Colonel McRae, also came to Mardan. We pitched our camp
about one mile from cantonments on the Kattung road. That
night and the following morning it rained heavily, but luckily
it stopped before we sent away our tents in the afternoon, to be
stored in Mardan in charge of a party of men who were left
behind.
On Jan. 5th we marched to Kattung, where we found the
2nd Brigade, under General Jeffreys. The next day the whole
force concentrated at Sanghao, which is about two miles from
the foot of the Tangao Pass, under the command of our former
General, Sir Bindon Blood. Colonel McRae’s column, and six
squadrons of cavalry under Colonel Adams, V.C..had left us at
Mardan, and all we knew of their movements was that they
were to try and enter Buner by one of the other three passes.
A reconnaisance was made from Sanghao by Sir Bindon Blood,
General Meiklejohn, and all commanding officers, from a spur
j which faces the pass, and the dispositions for the following day
arranged. Twenty-seven standards were seen on the top of
the pass, and the Bunerwals were apparently expecting us to
attack that day ; however, in this they were disappointed, as
we spent the rest of the day quietly in camp, looking at them
through our glasses. That night a little sniping took place,
which did not disturb as much, as we were all quite used to it.
The following morning the whole force, with the exception of
some of the 3rd Bombay Infantry, who were left to guard the
camp, moved off early to attack the Tangao Pass.

1332

THE QUEEN’S OWN GAZETTE.

THE TAKING OF THE TANGAO PASS.
If the merit of a plan is to be judged by the success with
which it meets one may safely aver that Generals Blood and
Meiklejohn’s plans for the capture of the Tangao Pass and sub
sequent possession of the Buner country have been among the
best pieces of work in the whole of our late frontier operations.
According to a native officer who knows the Sanpagha Pass,
by comparison with cbe Tangao the former is but a maidan.
The Kotal of the Tangao rises very abruptly some two
thousand feet above Sanghao, while the] hills commanding
the approaches to the Kotal tower a good two thousand
feet above the same. South-east of the pass and some
1,500 to t,800 yards on the British side of the same, a
long spur runs down from the main ridge. A portion of this
spur was held by the *^th Mountain Battery (Major Fegan),
8th Mountain Battery (Captain Birch), and the Buffs (Lt.-Col.
Ommaney). There is a clear space of about 200 yards between
the foot of the above mentioned spur and the hills on the
left, or west side, of the valley. On a low knoll partially
occupying this space, Major Anderson, commanding 10th
Field Battery, found room for his guns.
These guns,
.escorted by the 3rd Bombay Light Infantry, opened the action
which led to the capture of the Tangao Pass at 8.50 a.m., on
the 7th January. The Mountain gunners and the Buffs, who
had to climb a matter of 800 feet before they could open
fire, were somewhat later in getting into action.
The
8th Mountain Battery opening fire at 9.45 a.m., the
7th at j o a.m. Though the Buffs, who supported these
batteries, were in position by 9.30, their services not being
required till the Infantry of the main attack got within range
of the enemy’s fire, they did not open their long range volleys
at 1,400 yards till 10.40 a.m.
The 20th Punjaub Infantry (Lt.-Col. Woon) who have been
employed ever since Shabkadr, a war tried and perfect specimen
of a native frontier regiment, were sent to scale the hills on
our left, and turn, or threaten to turn, the enemy’s right. The
Pathans, Sikhs, and Dogras composing this regiment started
on their 4,000 feet climb at 8.50 a.m. This trained native
soldiery of ours had accomplished this climb by 11.20
a.m., at which hour they held a concealed position
within 650 yards of the enemy’s extreme right.
Between
the foot of the spur held by the mountain guns, and
the right of the field battery, the track runs for about
a mile through a narrow ravine ; a ravine so narrow
that, at certain spots, the men belonging to the four battalions
forming the main attack, could only proceed in single file.
This ravine opens out into a small basin, covered with low
scrub. It was 12 o’clock before the 21st Punjaub Infantry
(Lt.-Col. Faithfull), H.L.I. (Lt.-Col. Rutherford), Royal West
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Kent (Major Evans), 16th Bengal Infantry (Lt.-Col.
Montanaro), Section Bengal Sappers and Miners (Lt. Griffiths,
R.E.) were in rendezous formation, ready to receive BrigadierGeneral Meiklejohn’s orders. The H.L.I. were to clamber up
the hill-side as best they could, and connect up with the 20th
P .I .; the 21st prolonged to the right, while the Royal West
Kent and 16th, proceeding in single file, accompanied the
Brigadier and his Staff, went up a goat track, averaging from
two to three feet width, which led to the pass. By 12.30 p.m.
the last troops of the main attack were on the move. Trusting
to the guns, which had been making excellent practice, and
which, though they may not have killed many of the two
thousand Bunerwals holding the pass, successfully prevented
the enemy from seriously harming the attack ; and covered
still further by the Buffs, who had opened with their long
range volleys as the main attack debouched into the basin, the
troops moved up the hill. The stiffest climbing in the main
attack fell to the H.L.I. and 21st P.I., for their objectives were
from 700 to 8oo feet above the pass, and they had to make
their way straight up the hill-side. Though the climbing
which fell to these regiments was of the abruptest, they had
some compensating advantages in that the different companies
were able, in places, to move in some sort of extended
formations, while the slopes were so abrupt, that the enemy,
being held in check by the guns and the Buffs, hardly dared I
to stand up in their numerous sangars, and depress their
weapons sufficiently to expose the Highlanders or the 21st to a
heavy fire.
The timing was so excellent and the signalling arrange
ments so well worked, that though Lieut.-Colonel Woon could
see nothing of what the four battalions with General Meiklejohn were doing, his further advance occurred at 12.15 p.m.,
the very moment the leading company of Royal West Kent,
accompanied by a native guide and Lieut. Down, assistant
political officer, commenced its ascent up the pass.
For one
hour this ascent was continued without a shot being fired,
though the 21st, and the Highlanders became engaged shortly
after being extended. The Brigadier and his staff, as already
stated, accompanied the main attack, and, together with the
commanding officer, moved up between the 2nd and 3rd Com
panies of the Royal West Kent.
At about 1.15 p.m., when
some 600 yards away from the Kotal, and while working up in
single file along the above-mentioned goat track, the first and
second companies came under a heavy fire from the Sangar in
the Kotal. Not an inch of cover was to be obtained. Ontheir
left the Khud fell sheer for 1,000 feet and the hill towered
at least for another 1,000 feet above them on the right.
For every reason it was imperative to advance; Major Western,
who was with the leading companies, directed that various
sections should lie down on the path, and cover the advance of
the others by their fire, while their comrades, stepping over the
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firing troops, took up a similar position further up the path.
In this crab-like manner the advance proceeded for some 15
minutes, and though the fire from the left front was undoubted
ly heavy, and was varied by showers of stones hurling down the
rocks from the right, no casualties occurred, and the enemy’s
fire soon ceased. This sudden cessation was caused by the 20th
Punjaub Infantry, in rear of, and to the left of the Bonerwals.
The 20th, making a series of local frontal aud flank attacks, dis
lodged the enemy from the Sangars protecting their right,
captured a couple of banners, and crowned the heights over
looking the Buner country at 1.25 p.m. Their very appearance
induced the remainder of the enemy to make for their own
country as rapidly as possible.
This useful piece of work on
the part of the 20th could not be seen by the main attack, who
pressed on as rapidly as possible, removing obstacles which at a
distance of 300 yards from the pass had been placed every 50
yards or so.
At 1.50 p.m., Captain Style’s Company of the
Royal West Kent crowned a knoll overlooking the pass and the
Buner country, and with a cheer audible hundreds of yards
away, a cheer which was taken up all down the column, an
nounced that an English regiment had captured the im
pregnable, and that one of the most formidable obstacles on the
frontier had been successfully overcome.
At 2 p.m. General Meiklejohn signalled from the Kotal to
Sir Bindon Blood that he was in possession of the pass. The
21st Punjaub Infantry and the Highland Light Infantry reached
their respective objectives shortly afterwards.
The three lead
ing companies of the Royal West Kent poured in a succession
of volleys at from 800 to 1,000 yards on the rapidly retreating
enemy, and as soon as his battalion was reformed, Major
Evans led it down the east side of the pass, on to the village of
Kingergali, which was entered at 3 p.m., and found abandoned.
A portion of the 20th, under Captain Walker, entered it shortly
afterwards. By 4.30 p.m. the Brigadier and his staff, the High
land Light Infantry, and remainder of the 20th, had arrived at
the village, the 20th Punjaub Infantry being greeted by a
hearty cheer from the men of the Royal West Kent, who, evi
dently, thoroughly appreciated the excellent work done by their
native comrades. The troops found ample supplies and a very
comfortable billet for the night in Kingergali, and all ranks,
thoroughly satisfied with themselves and their leaders, spent
the night in the Buner village.
The enemy’s casualties have
not been ascertained up to date, but Kingergali acknowledges
to 12 killed and 40 wounded.
The difficulties or the opposition encountered should not
necessarily be judged by the butcher’s bill. Sir Bindon Blood
and General Meiklejohn’s dispositions were not only well con
ceived—they were well carried out. The former from his posi
tion with the mountain guns was in signalling communication
throughout with the different portions of his force, and both he
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and his Brigadier have the satisfaction of knowing that the
morale of their troops is at its highest.
After hearing the
general tone of the conversation at Peshawar or Pinrii, it is a
relief to hear how pleased all ranks in the Malakand Field
Force are with the work that has fallen to their lot since the
Force was formed.
The morning after the capture of the pass was spent by all
the troops in Kingergali in collecting grain, which was to be
found in large quantities in every house. A large number of
transport mules arrived in the evening, having succeeded in
crossing the path with only a few casualties. Some three or
four unfortunately fell over the Khud and were killed. From
the moment the pass was taken the sappers had been hard at
work improving the path, which in some places was almost im
passable for mules. It was not until three days later that all
the baggage and stores reached Kingergali. General Blood and
his staff arrived at Kingergali on Jan. n th , and on the same
day the Guides Infantry came in ; they had crossed into Buner
by the Pir Sai with but slight opposition. The cavalry, who
had come the same way, had pushed on and reached us two
days before. We learned from them that after leaving Mardan
they had reconnoitred all the passes (Pir Sai, Melandri, and
Umbeyla), and had found them all held by the enemy, but
being thus split up our troops found only two sections of one
tribe to oppose them when they attacked the Pir Sai Pass.
On Jan. 12th A, C, D, and F Companies, with headquarters,
escorted a convoy to Tursak, the capital of Buner, leaving our
other four companies to garrison Kingergali and find a picquet
on the top of the pass, the rest of the brigade, under General
Meiklejohn, having already left for Tursak. On the 13th a
column of \ Battalion Royal West Kent and four companies of
20th Punjuab Infantry, 31st Punjuab Infantry, and Highland
Light Infantry and a Mountain Battery went up a side valley
towards a very holy place, called Pir Baba Ziarat, in order to
collect the fines and guns of the various villages in the valley
It was thought that perhaps the Bunerwals would resist our
advance, but we found all the inhabitants quite quiet in
their villages, and only too eager to accept our terms. On
starting for Pir Baba there were rumours of a very holy stan
dard there, and if any infidel went near it he would tall down
dead. However, no one ever saw it.
During the next few days the Brigade, split up into two
columns, visited most of the villages in the main valley of
Buner. This valley varies from one to three miles in breadth,
and is very fertile ; all the villages were full of grain, of which
we took as much as we required. The nights were very cold,
but luckily we had no rain at all. Our other half-battalion
rejoined us on the 15th, leaving Kingergali when we cut our
selves from the Tangha Pass, the 2nd Brigade, which had
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remained at Sanghao, having moved over to Rustam, opposite
the Umbeyla. One village we visited, called Bajhatta, one of
the largest in Buner, admitted to having lost 40 men killed
and 60 wounded atLandikai, most of which they said had been
hit by the “ ghora log ” (British regiment). They evidently
found the wound of the Dum-Dum bullet easy to recognise.
On January 18th we went over the Buner Pass into the
Chamla Valley, where we saw the 2nd Brigade, who had been
up the Chamla, and were then returning over the Umbeyla.
The following day we crossed the Umbeyla Pass, famous for
the severe fighting which took place in 1863, when we failed to
enter Buner. Now, at anyrate, the Buner Bogie, as it is called,
exists no longer ; in fact, it turned out to be a bit of a fraud.
“ A ” Company was complimented on parade by the Com
manding Officer on the smart way in which they had worked
at the attack of the Tangao Pass, they being the first company
to reach the highest sangars on the top of the pass.
A rather long and dusty march brought us to Mardan,
where the force received orders to break up and go to their
various destinations. We sympathise with the Buffs, who are
one of the regiments forming the Brigade which is to remain
in the Swat Valley. It is certainly hard luck, as they spent six
months in that part of the world in 1895, when they went up
to Chitral.
After a day’s rest at Mardan we marched to Nowshera, and
on the 25th Jan. the battalion, looking exceedingly fP, en
trained for Dum-Dum.
The following extracts are taken from the Field Force Orders,
dated Jan. 23rd., 1898 :—
“ Orders having been received for the immediate break up of
the Buner Field Force, Major-General Sir Bindon Blood,
K.C.B., has to take leave of the troops he has commanded with
pride and satisfaction to himself for nearly six months in the
field. The Malakand F.eld Force, which the Major-General
joined on the 31st July, 1897, and ceased to exist on the 7th
inst., was actively employed for some three and a half months in
marching and fighing, some of the fighting being of a severe
anJ most difficult character.
“ During this time much was achieved, and the conduct and
bearing of all ranks was uniformly such as to prove their high
character as so’.dieis, as well as to earn the warmly-expressed
approval cf the highest authorities.
“ The Buner Field Force has only been in existence 15 days,
but during that time it has finally laid the spectre of the
Umbeyla.
“ Sir Bindon Blood wishes a cordial farewell to all who have
served under his command in the Malakand and Buner Field
Forces.’’

Farewell order by Brigadier-General Meiklejchn, C.B.,
C.M.G., commanding 1st Brigade Buner Field Force.
“ The Brigadier General Commanding, on the break up of
the 1st Brigade Buner Field Force wishes to record his opinion
of the good service of the regiments, both British and native,
composing it.”
“ Their good conduct, and the cheerfulness with which the
men have under all circumstances done their duty, as well as
their gallantry in action, have been conspicuous. He thanks
all ranks for the invaluable support he has received from them.”
Farewell orders by Brigadier-General Jeffreys, C.B , com
manding 2nd Brigade Buner Field Force.
“ In relinquishing command of the 2nd Brigade on the
breaking up of the Buner Field Force, Brigadier-General
Jeffreys, C.B., desires to place on record his high appreciation of
the soldierly conduct of all ranks, British and native, whose
courage and endurance were frequently shown under difficult
and trying circumstances. To his staff officers for their ready
help, to commanding and regimental officers for their prompt
execution of orders, and to all ranks for their devotion to duty
and exemplary conduct, he renders his very cordial acknow
ledgment. ”
—

Corporal Hutchison and Lance-Corporal Magee have been
promoted Sergeant and Corporal respectively for distinguished
conduct at the action at Agrah on Sept. 30th.
Lance-Corporal Swetenham has been promoted Corporal
for distinguished conduct as a signaller with the Malakand and
Buner Field Forces.
ist B attalion Correspondent.

1st BATTALION

INTELLIGENCE.

-------- o--------Good Conduct Pay has been gran'ed to the under-named as
stated :—
Granted 2d. Ptes. T. Bond, G. Finnis, J. Gasson, G. Austin,
A. Bridges, J. Baldock, G. Etough, S. Salt, J. M. Gee, W.
Dawson, W. Scudder, J. Lloyd, T. Payne.
Restored id. Ptes. A. Dowdeswell, G. Ingram, B. Horricks,
H. Mockford,H. Jones, H. O'Neal, C. Quinnell, H. Warwicker,
H. Benz, B. Morgan, J. McIntosh, M. Ellis, H. Baker, J.
Garland.
Lance-Corpl. H. Crawford has qualified for the position of
Master Tailor.
3rd Class Certificates have been awarded Lance-Corpl.
J. Partridge, Pte. T. Jeffrey s, P. Smith, A. Lewis, Boy, F.
Holley.
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Pte. W. Carter has extended his service to 12 years with
the Colors.

march reflects great credit on them. During this last we#k
of February we are carrying out the three days’ marching of
every man.

Corpl. A. W ard has re-engaged for the Royal West Kent
Regiment to complete 21 years service.

The results, so tar, is uncommonly good. The improvement
which steady training has effected is very marked.

Sergt. W . Lyttle, Royal Welsh Fusiliers, has transferred to
the Battalion (Indian unattached list).

2nd

b a tta lio n

The event 'of this month which has caused the keenest ex
citement is undoubtedly our match for the Army Football Cup
with the South Lancashires.

c o rre sp o n d e n c e .

On the 9th, in spite of the extra hour, a draw of two goals
all was the result.

---------o--------Dear M r . E ditor ,

The first day of February was this year the opening day
of the Dublin Season, or at all events the Castle Season, for
on that day the first Levee took place. As the Dublin Season
and the Leave Season are in full swing at the same time, the
result materially is a somewhat reduced attendance of Officers
of all Corps in the Garrison, and the following were pre
sent : Majors Harrison and Morse, Captains Fanshawe,
Moody, Hunt, and M arshall; Lieuts. Kitson and James, 2nd
Lieuts. Bonham-Carter, Mulloy, Hildyard, and Tulloch;
Lieut, and Adjt Buckle.

Re-played at Fermoy, the same results as far as a draw, but
without a goal being scored on either side.
On Tuesday, 22nd inst., our team once again met the team of
the South Lancashires, and fortune favoured us.
We won by one goal to none. A detailed account is being
sent by your Football Correspondent, We now are in the
Semi-Final, and play in England against the Gordon High
landers. But the actual date and place is not yet fixed. May
fortune continue to favour us !
We believe the 1st Battalion is now at Dum Dum. We hope
to hear news of their move in this month’s Queen's Own
Gazette.

A Drawing Room to follow, and then a couple of Balls pre
pared us for what is likely to take place between the
beginning of February and St Patrick’s Day—March 17th—
when the Castle Season ends.
By the end of the month there will be but few officers or
men absent on leave.
Four Companies commence Field- Training on February
28th. But the Companies must he mere skeletons, whether J
they are the four to train in March or in April.
Another draft of ioo leaves here about March 9th.
which Captain Rowe takes out.
This will reduce us to
about three-fourths of our establishment.
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We have not seen it in any paper, but gather it from a tele
graphic reply to a question which the Commanding Officer of
the 1st Battalion was asked.
Yours,
2nd Battalion Correspondent

2nd BATTALION

INTELLIGENCE.

Privates G. Sutton and F. Wells have been passed to the
Army Reserve.

What the result of the Army Order which authorises men
Good Conduct Pay has been granted as under :—
belonging to the Reserve re-joining the Colours may
eventually be remains to be seen. That it is generally known
Granted id. Privates W. Austin, A. Wood, W. Staples,
among our Reservists appears doubtfuI'L But, if it is known F. Smith, T. Roff, H. Callery, M. Upton.
among a few, it is only a question of time when it will be
Private T. Edwards has been appointed Provisional Lanceknown among the many. At present Ptes. Grace and Bright,
Corporal.
and Corpl. Chilman have joined from the Reserve. Many
Boy J. Connor has been appointed Drummer.
recruits, and a good stiffening from the Reserve is re
quired if we are to be a Battalion in more than name at
Lance-Corpl. R. Goodchild and Corpl. G. French have
manoeuvres in England this year.
joined the Field Works Class at Chatham.
Of the recruits that we have, this much can certainly be
Private A. Knowler has gone to the Royal Artillery to
said—their conduct is excellent, and the way in which they* serve with an elder brother.
*AU reservists who have the requisite length of time still to serve
have been sent notices printed for the purpose by W .D. Ed. Q.O.G.

Private C. Norton has been discharged at his own request,
free, after 12 year’s service.
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-------- o--------Sergt. E. Paine has received the Medal for Long Service
and Good Conduct.
Roll of Draft which proceeded to Dublin on 21st February, to
join the Home Battalion.
Corpl. W. Colyer, Privates G. Coulter, C. R. Bar, J. Colegate,
YV. Arnold, H. McCormick, J. Lucas, C. Chevis, W. Collins,
J. Weller, W. Holmes, W . Cowlard, R. Wood, A. Smith,
J. T. Roberts, W. Osborne, J. Crow, C. Smith, H. W. Smith,
G. Blackman, J. Ogle, W. Allard, W. Long, G. Martin.

3rd BATTALION NOTES.
-------- o--------The intention of the 3rd Batt. being trained at Aldershot has
been abandoned by the authorities.
News that will be
welcomed by those who rely on the gathering of crops during
August and September for their livelihood.
The training will be held at the usual period of the year.
Lieut. J. T. Fiennes and Sergt. Pearson are attending
the class assembling at the School of Musketry, Hythe,
1st inst.

FOO TBA LL

in t e l l ig e n c e

.

I send you an account, culled from the Irish Times, of our,
third and final tussle with the South Lancashire Regiment,
■which resulted in our qualifying for the semi-final of the Army
Cup. W hatever happens now, our team may rest content
with the fact that they have never played a more plucky game
than they did in all these three matches with the South
Lancashire Regiment. They absolutely refused to be beaten
and in the end emerged with flying colours. My best congra
tulations to them one and all, and may they beat the Gordons
in the semi-final and ultimately bring the cup back to its old
resting-place. In connection with our next round I am sure it
will be regarded as a good omen that at Simla in 1894 the 1st
Battalion beat the Gordons by 2 to o, after a very fine match,
and this result was the more gratifying from the fact that we
were not supposed to have a ghost of a chance. May his
tory repeat itself once more, and let us show that it is not
only Scotch Regiments that can play football.
ASSOCIATION.
ARMY CUP (4th ROUND'—RE-PLAYED TIE.
S o u th L an cash ire Regiment (Fermoy) v . R oyal W est
K e n t Regim ent (D ublin.)—The 4th round of the above competion has this year been productive of an incident seldom
I witnessed in the closing stages of what is looked upon as the

“ blue rib an d ” of Army football. After the preliminary
weeding out in the preceding ties the above teams were left
in to decide as to which should enter the semi-final. It will
be remembered that the teams met on the 9th inst. on the
Nine Acres, Phoenix Park, and the result after extra time had
been played was a drawn game of two all. The match was
ordered to be replayed at Fermoy, and again neither side
could claim the victory, the result being a pointless draw
after extra time had been played. Again the match
was ordered to be re-played, and the teams met for
the third time yesterday on the Nine Acres. The Kents
on this occasion proved their superiority, and there is
no doubt that the best team won. The ground was in very
soft condition when Brunton started play for the Lancs., who
pressed for a while, per Larkin, Spencer, and Fox.
Bass
relieved, and Humphries, Ott, and Taylor took up the running
for the Kents, and after ten minutes’ play Ott scored a splen
did goal for the Kents amidst a scene of great excitement. The
play now became very fast, and both goalkeepers saved in
first-class style.
Until call of half-time the play was very
even, but the Kents had slightly the best of it.
Half-time
found the score—West Kents, 1 goal; Lancs., nil.
Haslett
started the second period, and it was at once seen that the
Lancs, was a beaten team.
Taylor put in some fine runs
along the left wing, and on more than one occasion put the
Lancs.’ posts in danger. Leather and Tomlinson, however,
played a sterling defensive game, and succeeded in keeping
the score down, being ably assisted by the three halves.
Several corners were awarded the Kents, but, although well
placed by Spooner and Taylor, nothing resulted.
Bass at
this period received a nasty injury to his nose, but kept on
playing.
Parker, after saving a fine shot, was injured by
colliding with the posts.
The Kents kept up a regular bom
bardment on the Lencs.’ citadel, and only on a few occasions
did the latter succeed in breaking away, but tney were never
dangerous, and “ no side” arriving, the Kents were declared
the winners of a first-class game, the score reading :—
Kents ..............................................................
Lancashires ...................................................

r goal.
Nil.

The Kents now meet the Gordon Highlanders in the
semi-final,
2nd B att . F ootball Correspondent.

SOLDIER’S BALANCES UNCLAIMED.

The latest list of unclaimed soldiers’ balances contains the
name of Walter John Varnfield. The sum of £ 1 9 10s. id.
awaits the next-of-kin.
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A SHORT ACCOUNT OF THE EXPEDITION
IN THE TOCHI VALLEY, 1897-98.
-------- 0--------[By MAJOR F; WINTOUR D.A.Q.M.G., 1st B rigade ],

-------- O--------On June 11, 1897, all India was startled by the news of a
treacherous attack on an escort accompanying Mr. Gee,
political officer at Maizar.
Maizar is situated in the upper
Tochi Valley, at the place where the Shawal, a brawling moun
tain stream, joins the main river.
It is distant about three
miles from the Afghan frontier.
Maizar is the name of a
cluster of villages which stand on terraced fields overlooking
the stream. 1'he escort consisted of six officers and 300 men of
the 1st Sikhs and 1st Punjaub Infantry, with two guns (Nc. 6
B. and M. Battery). Leaving Datta Khel in the early morning)
they had arrived at Maizar at about 12 noon, and found fire
wood and fodder collected for them by the villagers under a
clump of trees near the walls of a hamlet called the Dupillari
Kot. The men fell out and were resting in the shade—the
officers eating their luncheon—the children were playing about
and examining with curiosity the movements of the strangers,
when a man was seen on one of the towers brandishing a drawn
sword.
The people cleared off hurriedly, and a shot was fired
from the walls distant about 40 yards.
The men rapidly fell
in, and fire was opened on them from all sides.
The first to
fall was Colonel Bunny, 1st Sikhs, mortally wounded in the
stomach.
It is not my intention to describe the heroic stand
that was made, or how the detachments, encumbered with
their dead and wounded, with only 22 rounds of ammunition
in their pouches, fought their way back—how the offictrs, all
mortally wounded but two, continued to direct and encourage
their men—how Semdar Singh, a subaltern of the 1st Punjaub
Infantry, with a few men fought for the lives of 300 others at
the garden wall and was killed where he stood—how the guns,
having exhausted their ammunition, were run up and loaded
with blank to “ bluff” the enemy pressing down on all sides.
The records of the day abound with instances of heroic devo
tion. The Commander-in-Chief, in forwarding his despatch to
the Viceroy, stated that it was a feat of arms second to none in
the annals of the Indian Army. The soldiers, exhausted with
a march of 24 miles and three hours fighting, reached Datta
Khel at 12 midnight, carrying their wounded.
.All the six
officers were hit, and only one survived. Of the men about 25
were killed and rather more than 30 wounded. Accounts goto
show that the villages near Datta Khel, belonging to another
tribe called the Khiddar Khels, were only wavering, but the
sight of two extra companies hurrying out to the assistance of
their comrades in the late afternoon decided their line of action.
They brought out charpoys and water for the wounded men,
and next day succeeded in restoring all dead bodies that had not
been recovered, mutilated though they were.
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The causes of the outbreak are up to the piesenc time diffi
cult to trace, but chief among them was dissatisfaction at the
apportionment of a fine inflicted upon them for the murder of
Honda Ram, a Hindoo living at Shuanni, the principal village
of the Madda Khels. Thechief malik of this village, and indeed
a man of much influence in all Waziristan, was Sadda Khan.
Sadda Khan, as head of his clan, had divided up the fine, and
innocent had been classed with guilty. Sadda Khan declares
that he warned the native political agent that the people were
in an angry mood, but that no notice was taken of it. The
ringleaders of the outrage are now to be tried, and probably the
matter will be cleared up.
Many will ask, W hat were the Sirkar’s troops doing at this
place, Datta Khel. The occupation of the Tochi Valley was
one of the fruits of the Waziristan expedition against the
Mahsuds in 1894-1893 and the demarcation of the Afghan
frontier in the early spring of the latter year. Datta Khel is
67 miles west of Bannu and about 90 miles in a direct line from
Ghazni-Banun, better known, perhaps, under its Anglicised
name of Edwardesabad, is 108 miles from the railway' at
Kushalgarh, with which place it is connected by an excellent
macadamised road.
I cannot here enter into the question of the merits of a
frontier policy—it is enough to say that with the object of
holding in check the great Mahsud tribe, the most tuibulent of
all Waziris—among whom robbery is practised as a pastime
and murder as a fine art—a post was established at Wano, five
marches south-west of Datta Khel. At this time it was urged
that the occupation of the Tochi Valley up to the Afghan fron- j
tier would greatly facilitate the object in view, and that it was !
a strategical position of some value, since the heart ot the
Mahsud country is more easily accessible from the Tochi Valley
than from Wano itself. The road, too, lies up a broad and
fertile valley for some 50 miles or more, offering no difficulties
to transport and providing an abundance of supplies. These,
no doubt, were mainly the reasons which induced the Indian
Government to sanction a garrison of two battalions, one
battery and a squadron for the Tochi, with posts at Idak,
Miramshiah, and Datta Khel.
Having thus given a rough outline of the state of affairs
which led to the expedition I shall now confine myself to
my personal experiences—I got my orders to start under
rather peculiar circumstances—I was quartered at one of the
most popular of Indian Hill Stations, on the 12th of June,
and at 5 p.m. on that afternoon happened to be drinking a
cup cf tea in company with three or four others—suddenly a
mumbling was heard and felt, one of our party rose to the
occasion, said “ earthquake ” and made for the window, we all
followed suit, and on the side of one of the Himalayan hills I
saw a sight I am net likely to see again. Chimneys first
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began to oscillate, followed by the fall of one or two—then the
noise became greater—chimneys falling all round—crashing
down the hill-side, here and there a house subsiding amid a
cloud of dust ; a mighty uproar arose from the bazaar where
natives of all creeds and castes were wildly running to and fro
shrieking and praying with alternate breaths.

;
|
:
j

It was the time of the Mohurram, and it being a general
holiday the crowd was greater than ever. The extent of
damage was not known for many days. All communications
with the outer world ceased. The wildest rumours were in
circulation. Calcutta had ceased to exist. Simla had fallen
down the hill-side. A huge tidal wave had engulfed Madras
and changed the face of the country. But indeed, as the
truth leaked out it was kncwn that destruction to life and
property had been extensive and wide reaching. The centre
of the disturbance must have travelled along the foot of the
Himalayas —the province of Assam being the chief sufferer.
A village near Cherra Punji did in fact go down the hillside.
Shillong was absolutely in ruins—and many other smaller
towns in the provinces. At Cooch Behar, the palace which
had recently been built at a cost of, I believe, 27 lakhs of
rupees, came to the ground in two minutes. At Darjeeling,
Calcutta, and Baksa the troops were houseless; and the railways over an extent of many thousands of square miles were
dam aged to such an extent that they could not be put in
working order for a space of twelve months.

carriage.
Train again for a few miles, and then trolly, and so
on ; but early that morning I was trollied into a station which
showed what the shock had been more forcible than any other
particular locality I saw. The platform on the station side had
been wrenched into two parts—one half of it had been driven
forward six feet into the permanent way, the other half remain
ing in its nomal position. On the other side the platform had
subsided at least eight feet. A well in the station compound
was filled up with sand ; the buildings were of course in ruins.
We got along somehow till we reached the Ganges, on the far
side of which trains were running at their usual speed. The
difficulty the railways had to deal with at first was the distribu
tion of the rolling stock.
The country is intersected by very
many rivers—some of considerable size.
The bridges were
quite unsafe, and so for some time after the actual permanent
way had been restored the traffic was regulated by the amount
of rolling stock that happened to be on a particular section of
the line at the time the earthquake occurred.
In one part
there would be a scarcity of locomotives, in another a great
collection of carriages, but no means of traction.

I need not say I was glad to find myself on the platform of
Sealdah railway station, in Calcutta. I spent all the next day
in buying my kit—no light task—and on the 25th started by
the night mail for Rawulpindi, which I reached on the night
of the 27th. I found no train on to Kushalgarh till mid-day,
and so availed myself of the guard’s van on a camel train,
which was starting at daylight in the morning. I got to
I have mentioned this as part of my narrative, for it was only
Kushalgarh about 11 o’clock, the 70 miles to the Indus taking
five or six days after this catastrophe that I got orders to join the
some 8 hours to accomplish. At Kushalgarh was a scene of
Tochi Field Force, on the staff of 1st Brigade. Now the difficulty
wild confusion—the platform encumbered with stores, animals
came—how to get to Calcutta. Time, I thought, was not to be
of all sorts picketed on all available ground, and the road
lost, as the journey from Calcutta to Bannu does not take less
blocked with transport carts and ambulance tongas. I for
than five days.
W ithin seven days of the earthquake the rail
tunately greeted an old acquaintance in Sergeant Leach, whom
way people undertook to take six passengers daily, with only a
I had formerly known as an N.C.O. in, I think, E Company.
handbag.
I telegraphed, stating the urgency of my case, and
He was employed in the commissariat department, and was
was given a place, starting on 20th June.
I was rather in a ,
temporarily stationed at Kushalgarh forwarding stores. He
plight.
I could take no horse or saddlery, no kit of any
soon put me right, and across the Indus bridge I found my
description, except the barest necessaries for the journey. How
tonga, which was to take me all the way to Bannu, 108 miles.
ever, my journey fortunately took me through Calcutta—where
After a hurried meal in the dak bungalow I started and
in 12 hours I rigged myself out completely. I telegraphed for
reached Kohat the same evening. However, I found no tonga
two ponies to meet me at Kohat, but I had to buy without see
ing my purchases.
My journey to Calcutta, some 350 miles, there, and had to be content to wait till next morning. The
took the best part of three days.
At a place called Siligari, at dak bungalow and its approaches were crowded with men all
the foot of the hills, our troubles began.
We were summarily waiting to get on—I should say all but one who had been
bundled into trollies, and for 37 miles were run along by hand. reposing there for some three days, saying that Bannu was his
The rails were warped and twisted in an inconceivable fashion ; ultima tkule,-and that, as he knew he would be working 14
here and there the ground had sunk eight or ten feet, and great hours out of the 24 he thought he might legitimately rake a
yawning fissures appeared in the earth.
At the end of the 37 little well-earned rest.
miles we got into a railway carriage and were taken a few miles
I reached Bannu without further incident, except that the
on to a bridge, where we were told to stay the night, and next ponies overdriven and underfed were quite unable to get
morning walked across, as it was unsafe even for a railway along, and as a result I had to stay out another night on
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the road. My journey lay through a wild and desolate
country—barren and nearly waterless—past the Samana
range, and across the salt hills whose jagged and
fantastic peats are a most striking feature of the country.
At Bannu I found the force assembling, and here will give
the regiments comprising it : ist Brigade—2nd Argyll and
Sutherland Highlanders, ist Sikhs, ist Punjaub Infantry,
33rd Punjaub Infantry, No. 3 Peshawur Mountain Battery,
No. 2 Company Bengal Sappers and Miners, 1 squadron ist
Punjaub Cavalry.
2nd Brigade — 3rd Battalion Rifle
Brigade, 14th Sikhs, 25 th Punjaub Infantry, 6th Bengal
Infantry, No. 6 Bombay Mountain Battery, 1 squadron ist
Punjaub Cavalry. A very fine force of some 7,000 fighting
men. And now it will not be out of place to give a short ac
count of the'people among whom we were going.whose country,
habits, and characteristics are as unknown to the average
Englishman as those of a Hottentot to an East Londoner.
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They are, however, industrious and skilled in cultivation.
Their fertile valley, irrigated by numerous small channels from
the streams, is covered with luxurious crops, and its edges are
bounded by scores of mulberry, apple, apricot, and walnut
trees. Vines of considerable size are trained on to the trees
themselves.

Dawar has proved a tempting bait to the contiguous powers
for some centuries past. It is said to have been under the
rule of Aurungzib in the middle of the 17th century, who
exacted large sums from its helpless inhabitants. But it was
too far distant in those days from the seat of Indian rule and
communication was exceedingly difficult, so the Kabul
dynasty had its turn, and revenue was periodically collected
by armed forces, which also visited the neighbouring province
of Khost for this purpose. But during the many vicissitudes
of Afghanistan the province gradually fell away, and from
1825 up to 1840 was a prey to the Sikhs who regularly in
vaded it. With the overthrow of the Sikh kingdom the
The valley of the Tochi river for the latter 50 miles of its Dawaris appear to have enjoyed a brief period of indepen
course before it debouches from the hills is known as the dence, but having been guilty of several acts of treachery
Dawar, and our first five marches from Bannu lay through and hostility toward the British Government tlheir country
this district. For Waziristan the valley is rich, it is studded was invaded in 1872 from Bannu, by a force of 2,000 rifles
with numerous mud villages, all walled, with flanking and 350 sabres. The people were speedily brought to terms;
defences and high defensible towers.
Every field has its but as soon as left to themselves re-commenced their mis
watch tower, and every inhabitant is armed.
At the time of deeds. During the Afghan war of 1878-1879 when a British
harvest the owner of the field retires into his tower for the [ force under Sir F. Roberts entered Khost la rg e bands were
night, pulls up the ladder and keeps watch.
organised, including not only Dawaris but also W a z iris of
the upper valley who invested the K urram route, and relied
The inhabitants of the valley itself are not Wazaris, they on their distance from the frontier as a safeguard from retri
are styled Dawaris, and their origin is not known. They are bution. On this occasion they escaped punishment as it was
Mahommedans of the Suni sect, and unlike Pathans, are not deemed desirable to prolong military operations. Since
under the thumb of their Mullahs. No amount of religious that time the conduct ot the tribe has been satisfactory, and
exhortation, however, will bring the Dawari to face his they have several times begged to be taken under the protec- ;
habitual oppressor the Mahsud whose country marches with tion of the British Government. I have mei itioned how in
the Dawar on the southern side, and is separated from it by 1895 posts were established in the valley, but these I fancy
a range of hills. Issuing from their mountain fastnesses were not so much for the safeguarding ot the D awari interests
these inveterate robbers come down in small bands and sur as of looking after our own. This information, is ot course, in
prise a village, carry off women, cattle, and produce, and in great part taken from information that has been compiled
disppear without leaving a trace behind them. The Dawari by others, and now that I have to give some particulars con. 1
then retires to his towers and endeavours to drive off the cerning the Waziris themselves I cannot do better than glean
the Government Gazeteer for any scraps that may be in
marauders with musket shots.
teresting.
The Dawaris are Afghans of the worst type, cowardly
The Waziris are an important and num erous class of
and vicious in their habits, they practise a refinement of
Pathans inhabiting the country east of Afghanistan from Thai
cruelty on those subject to themselves with an ingenuity un
in Mirangai to the Gumal river. They are divided into two
known even to the Mahsuds.
great branches, the Darwesh Khel and the Mahsuds—these
Some of them have a peculiar habit of shaving one eye again are sub-divided into numerous K hels, all offshoots of
brow and half the moustache and beard, and then staining the great parent stem. Thus the Mad,da Khels are a sub
the face somewhat like a clown’s to obtain a ferocious appear division of the Ibrahim Khels, and thf‘ Ibrahim K hels again
of the Mahmit Khels. The Darwesh I .Cihel are more settled
ance.
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in their habits, more agricultural and less clannish than their manent traces of Waziris in this part of the country are found
neighbours, the Mahsuds. These latter are at feud north, in the graveyards of their tribes, which are scattered over the
south, east, and west —having no land or very little to culti hill sat convenient spots. The tombs are of loose stones, put
vate themselves they allow others to cultivate for them and together with great care and neatness. These resting-places
take the produce. From their numerous raids they have of the dead appear to be the exclusive objects of venera
tion to the Waziris, and in them are deposited their household
become possessors ot very fine flocks of cattle and sheep.
In organising an expedition against any one section of the stuff when absent from the camp, the boldest thief not
tribes the possibility of a combination has always to be daring to lay sacrilegious hands on it. Physically, they are
reckoned with. The total fighting strength of the Waziris tall muscular highlanders and are universally credited with
reaches nearly 50,000 men of which theMahsuds can contri i considerable courage. They generally go on foot, and are
bute some 16,000. Some of the Darwesh Khel have pos most active in the mountains. A few great men of the tribe
sessed land in theBannu district before even the Sikhs invaded have horses but are bad riders. They generally attack cara
the country, and the manner in which the land gradually vans by night. They never injure women or take their
became appropriated has thus been described by Edwardes : trinkets, but all males they invariably kill. Even by their
—“ A multiplying people, increasing flocks, insufficient g ra z  enemies the Waziries are allowed to be very hospitable . ,
ing grounds, first brought these nomads into Bannu. . . . They stick closely to each other, and their neighbours allow
They drove their herds into the lowland, and pitched their that they are famous for speaking the truth, and for their
blanket tents. The flocks fattened, and the winter which courage, but for all this they are habitual robbers and
raged in their native hills passed luxuriously away in these murderers.
The Mahsud country is intersected in all directions by
new plains. The spring soon re-kindled the love of home,
and made the goatskin coat hang heavy on the shoulders of ravines generally flanked throughout their course by high
the mountaineer and the sheep to bleat under its fleece. . . hills. Tne width of these ravines is variable, sometimes
Again and again the winter brought them back, and in occa being a> much as 1,000 yards. The narrowest parts are were
sional collisions between the savage of the plain and the the water has to pierce its way through a range crossing its
savage of the mountains the Waziri ever proved the savagest course at right angles. Such gorges are called “ tangis”
and became a name of fear and hatred in Bannu.” He goes literally “ a right place,” a n i are usually selected for
on to describe how the W aziris became covetous sf the fertile occupation to oppose an enemy. During fine weather there
plains, and how the Bannudus assembled in council and re is merely a trickle of water in these ravines, but during the
solved on “ peace tempered with assassination.” “ They little rainy season very frequently a wall of water romes down
These channels or
knew the Wazini temper. The first act of treacherous hostility forming a most dangerous torrent.
brought a fearful and bloody retaliation.’’ The Waziris ulti “ a’gads ” as they are called form the ordinary means of
mately settled down, built forts to look after their new posses communication.
The country is very mountainous, well wooded, withplentyo
sions, and a long period of armed watchfulness ensued, the
hill man encroa.ching, the plainsman being beaten back. But water. It is said that the native hakuies, or doctors, have some
the newcomers never mixed with the Bannudus either in knowledge of their art and that they practise inoculation for
marriage, religiious ceremonies, cr more than the ordinary smallpox, use splints to tie up broken limbs, use cold water
affairs of lite. iThe various tribes have the reputation cf being for gunshot wounds. The cure for fever is to wrap the
a united brotherhood, and that in the event of a common enemy patient up in the skin of a newly killed sheep. The Waziris
appearing they will lay aside all private feuds and combine own a fine breed of horses, not exceeding 14 hands, they are
against an intruder. This may be so, but in the four expedi wonderfully sure-footed and hardy. Accustomed to the
tions that have now been sent against them they have not mountain-side their capabilities in climbing almost equal
supported each other and the offending section has been left those of a goat. They are not, however, easy to procure, and
to fight it out alone. Between Darwesh K hel and Mahsud, are frequently vicious and untractable except with their
however, there is no pretence of union. “ The northern owners. The hills are little known, and have never been
Waziris have few regular villages, and these are on the banks much explored for sport. But these animals I have either seen
myself or seen their skins or heads. Bears, leopards, the
of the rivers, protected by loose stones and towers. Within
straight-horned
markhor, and oorial. In the way of small
the hills they reside in *kirris ’ or encampments constructed
of stout black woollen blankets spread on curved sticks. These game there are hares, chikor in plenty, and a smaller
blankets are worth 20 to 30 rupees, are exceedingly impervious bird of the same class called a sisi. Oorial seem very common.
to rain, and are not easily destroyed by fire. The cattle and Nearly every native village has ils complement of ten or
sheep are all kept in the encampment, which is guarded by twelve heads stuck up on sticks. A pair of horns or so is
dogs of a large breed and singular ferocity. The only per- also a favourite decoration for a tomb.
(To be continued).
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ROYAL

HISTORY OF THE
WEST KENT REGIMENT.

----------- o----------In the last article was mentioned the fact that the Royal
West Kent Regiment is composed of the old 5o:h, which forms
the 1st Battalion, and the 97th, which forms the 2nd. The
latter being stationed at Dublin at present claimed our first
attention. The 50th, however, being the oldest regiment has
naturally seen more service, and few regiments have produced
more distinguished soldiers.
When first raised in 1740 it was called the “ 50th Foot or
7th Marines,” and wore extremely picturesque uniform, as will
be seen by our illustration.
The first Colonel of the 50th was Major-General Cornwall.
After a few years’ service the regiment for a short time ceased
to exist ; for after the peace of Aix la Chapelle, in October,
1748, ten regiments were ordered to be disbanded, and amongst
the number was the 50th.
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the cross-belt, with the motto “ Quo fata vocant.” The motto
was surmounted with a crowned lion, and underneath was the
number, “ 50.”
In the year 1801, the regiment was with Sir Ralph Aber
crombie in Egypt, and the following year they arrived in
Ireland, and were stationed at Belfast under command of
Lieut.-Colonel G. T. Walker. Subsequently they were removed
to Enniskillen, Longford, the Curragh, Fermoy, and finally to
Cork, where they embanced in June, 1807, for Ramsgate, and
shortly afterwards shipped for Gibraltar, moving thence to Spain
and Portugal, where some of their most brilliant victories were
won. On 21st August the regiment formed part of General Fane’s
Brigade, which included in addition the 60th Rifles and four
companies of the 95th. This comparatively small force occu
pied the right of Vimiera Hill, blocking the road leading from
Torres Vedras to Lourinhan by the village of Vimiero. The
left of the hill was held by General Anstruther’s Brigade.
The French army opposed to them was under command of :
General La Borde, and numbered 14,000 men organised in four
divisions.

In the year 1751, however, the regiment is again mentioned
in the War Office documents, and in November, 1754, an order
One of these advanced against Anstruther's brigade; a
was signed by Mr. Fox and given to Lieutenant-Colonel Elli
son, of her Majesty’s 50th Regiment, directing him to proceed second, a massive column under General Loisson, endeavoured
to Virginia, with his ships of war, and, on arrival, to get as to force the road between the ravine and the church on Fane’s |
quickly as possible to Boston, and to levy there a regiment, of left.
which William Shirley, Governor of New England, was
The 50th were commanded by Colonel Walker, who, having
appointed Colonel. This regiment, although raised in America, observed the enemy’s column inclined to the left, proposed to j
was mentioned in the Army List of the day as “ Her Majesty’s General Fane to attempt to turn its flank by a wheel of the
50th Regiment.” In the winter of 1755, when taking part in right wing. This wing was immediately thrown into echelon of
an expedition against the French, near Niagara, the 50th had companies of about four paces to the left, and advanced a short
a hard time of it, evidently somewhat on a par with the suffer- j distance. The enemy advanced rapidly, and, at same time,
ings of the 97th just a hundred years later in the trenches kept up a hot fire from the flank of their column. Though only
before Sebastopol, and strange to say one of the foremost officers two companies of the wings were yet formed, these were so
on each occasion bore the name of Vicars. Last *,^k I quoted nearly in contact with the bearing angle of the French column
from a letter of Captain Hedley Vicars, at Sebastopol, in 1855. that Colonel Walker, thinking there was no time to be lost,
let me now quote from Captain John Vicars, of the 50th, as ordered an immediate volley and charge. The result was in
Oswego, in 1755 ; he says : “ The dearth of food was such that stantaneous. The angle of the column was broken, and this
several Councils of War had been held on the question of immense mass, so threatening in its appearance but a moment
abandoning the place from sheer starvation. Some of the men before, became an ungovernable mob, and fled like a flock of
were lodged in barracks, but without beds, while many lay all sheep almost without resistance for a distance of over two miles.
the winter in huts on the bare ground ; scurvy and dysentery As far as the eye could reach the fugitives were running in wild
made terrible havoc. The sentries were so weak that they disorder, their white sheepskin knapsacks being discernible
often fell down at their posts, and lay there till relieved. My among the far distant woods.
company of fifty men is reduced to ten.”
The ground was thickly strewn with muskets, accoutre
In 1757 what was left of the 50th returned home and landed ments, and knapsacks, hastily thrown away in their flight.
at Spithead, and on 7th January, 1758, they were stationed at
The 50th, however, lost a brave officer, Captain Coote, who
Maidstone, the present depot of the regiment. In 1809, when
on service in the Peninsula, they wore trousers in common with was shot through the heart, also about forty non-commissioned
the other troops, and the officers wore a silver breast-plate on officers and men.
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They captured a French standard, which was carried between
the colours in subsequent campaigns.
A few months later they were brigaded with the 4th and 42nd
regiments, under Lord William Bentinck, and formed part of
Sir David Baird’s division of Sir John Moore’s army. On the
12th December that army marched out of Salamanca, closely
followed by the French Army under Marshal Soult, before whose
vastly supreme forces Sir John Moore was obliged to retreat,
first towards Vigo, and afterwards towards Corunna. The
snow lay deep on the ground, and the suffering and privation
endured by our soldiers were almost beyond description. The
retreat was continued by forced marches amidst winter rain and
appalling difficulties.

This little band, led by one of the most fearless officers that
ever wore the British uniform, made straight for the battery,
but went down like ninepins before the fire of their enemies in
front, and their friends in the rear.
In a few minutes Major Napier found himself almost alone
among his enemies. He was taken prisoner, but his life was
spared chiefly owing to the exertions of a French drummer
named Guibert.

He was immediately led away under escort, and had not
gone far when a soldier of the 50th advanced at a rapid pace
and levelled his gun at one of the escort. Napier shouted a
him—“ For God’s sake don’t fire, I am a prisoner, badly
wounded, and can’t help you—surrender.” “ For why should I
surrender
? ” he replied in the deepest of Irish brogues. “ Be
Captain Patterson writing of it says : “ At intervals the rain
poured down with such tremendous force that our open and cause there are at least 20 men upon you.” “ Well, if I must
straggling columns were compelled to halt and close up in a ; surrender, there,” said he, dashing down his firelock across the
solid body, in order that only the exterior of the mass might be legs of the French escort, and making them jump, “ there’s my
firelock for yez.” He then came close up to Major Napier, and
exposed to the pelting fury of the storm.”
giving a couple of the escort a push that sent them reeling to the
On the morning of the 16th January, at Corunna, both ground, shouted cut, “ Stand back, ye bloody spalpeens, I'll
armies faced each other on opposing ridges—a narrow valley carry him myself, bad luck to the whole of yez.” Major Napier
dotted with villages and vineyards lying between. The French fully expected that they would have immediately despatched
Army numbered over 20,000 men, with a number of heavy guns, him, but to his surprise they let him have his way. The name
while the British forces were less than 15,000, with only nine of this devoted soldier was John Hennessy.
six-pounder field guns.
(To be continued).
At two o’clock Soult opened a heavy fire from the battery on
his left, which dismounted our light guns, sweeping our posi
tion. The 50th was formed in line and was left to defend the
ridge just over Elvina. They had suffered heavily from the
French artillery.
Sir John Moore rode up to them just as the French column
had commenced to ascend the hill below them. Major Napier
asked if he might send out his Grenadier Company. The full
force of the attack had now developed. Major Napier advances
the 50th in line with the 42nd. Passing the latter regiment,
Napier led the 50th through Elvina, carrying the position at
the point of the bayonet, cheering as he led his gallant regi
ment on to victory. Sir John Moore, taking in the position,
rode forward calling o u t: “ Well done 50th ! Well done my
Majors 1”
“ Forward! Forward to the h ill!” was now the cry, and
emboldened by the example of their officers, the men clambered
up the steep and craggy ascent. They were literally mown
down by the tremendous fire of the infantry, while the top of
the hill bristled with French bayonets.
Major Napier’s sword belt was shot away, but in front he
saw the enemy’s heavy battery close above him. He gathered
about 30 men and three or four officers about him ; he resolved
on the desperate task of storming the stronghold.

MARRIAGE.
At the Church of the British Embassy, Paris, 2nd
February. 1898, Lieut.-Col. A. W. Dury, to Miss J. L.
Anderson.
DEATHS.
In India, 5th December, 1897, Bertie, the son of
Sergeant V. Whittard, 1st Batt.
At Nowshera, India, 11th December, No. 2970 Private
E. Knox, 1st Batt.
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PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS.
1st BATTALION.
Second Lieutenant W. S. Leslie to be Lieutenant, vice
J. Golding, promoted in the Suffolk Regiment, dated 9th
Feb.
Promoted Sergeant:—Lance-Sergeant H. Rogers, 1st
Feb.
Appointed Lance-CorporalsPrivates A. Hubbard, 31st
Dec., 1897 ; E. Cox, 4th Jan.; H. Hall, 16th Feb.
2nd BATTALION.
Promoted C olour-SergeantA . G-Wood, 23rd March.
Promoted SergeantsLance-Sergeant F. Gray, 15th
March; H- Marsh, 15th March ; W. Green, 23rd March.
Promoted Corporals: —Lance-Corporals W. Lee, 9th
March; E. Boxell, 14th March; G- Selves, 15th March.
Appointed Lance-C orporalsPrivates F. Taylor, 21st
Jan.; J. Teer, 29th Dec.; T. Edwards, 1st Feb.
DEPOT.
Promoted Sergeant:—Lance-Sergeant E. Howland, 9th
March.
3rd BATTALION.
Captain Herbert Neve, from the 2nd Battalion East
Kent Regiment, to be Captain, dated 23rd Feb., 1898.
1st VOLUNTEER BATTALIONSurgeon-Captain C- Boyce, to be Surgeon-Major, dated
23rd Feb., 18983rd VOLUNTEER BATTALION.
Captain and Adjutant H. C. W. Beeching retires from
the service, receiving a gratuity, dated 19th Feb., 1898.

REGIMENTAL

DINNER.

The Annual Dinner of the ist and 2nd Battalions (^othand
97th) will take place at the Grand Hotel, Char.ng Cross, on
Tuesday, 2ist June, at 8 o’clock.

1st

[Vol. X V I, No. 4.

BATTALION CORRESPONDENCE.

Dum Dum.
At last we are settled down in barracks, and no one was
sorry to find himself back in civilisation again, after being six
m >nths away from it. On Jan. 25th the battalion left Nowshera in two troop trains, en route to Dum Dum, which we
reached after seven days’ travelling. Our first stopping place
was at Mian Mir, near Lahore, where we had stayed on our
way up to Peshawar from Meerut. The next day found us at
Umballa, where we had also been before ; our other stoppingplaces were Aligarh, Allahabad, Dinapore, and Asauol. These
were quite new to most of us. It was not until we were near
Dum Dum that the country we were passing through differed
much from what we had been accustomed to see round Meerut
and in the Punjaub, but here it is quite different, the jungle
being very thick, with dense undergrowth, and the ground in
between is quite green and very marshy. At last, on the ist
February, we reached our destination, and everybody was ex
ceedingly glad to get here. The Munster Fusiliers had kindly
provided chota hazari for us at the station, which was very accept
able after a long night spent in the train. Their band played
us from the station to the barracks. We found only two com
pil'd, s and headquarters of the Munsters here, one half battalion
b;ing at Dinapore, and a company at Barrackpore and another
at Lebong, near the hill station, Darjeeling. They had been r
split up thus for some time, as so many regiments being at ;
the front they had to garrison two stations and find their de- >
tachments as well. On February loth A Company, under
Captain btyle, lef. us for Barrackpore, which is 12 miles from
here, and relieved the Munsters, who returned here. The
enclosed letter from our Barrackpore correspondent shows that
they beat the 48th Field Battery at cricket before they had been
there a week.
The barracks here consist of five large double-storied bunga
lows, four of which form a square, inside which are two large
pieces of turf, which are used as a parade ground and for cricket
and football. There is also a fairly good cricket ground quil e
close. There are a great many large tanks near the barracks,
at which some anglers may always be seen waiting for a bite.
Several large fish have been caught, and they are very good to
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eat. The Sergeants’ Mess and the Regimental Institute are in
a very fine bungalow, which is the old mess of the Bengal
Artillery.
As a rule there is very good snipe shooting round Dum Dum,
but this year there have been hardly any. The record bag for
one gun was made somewhere in this district last year.
Calcutta is only seven miles from here, and trains run nearly
every hour from Dum Dum Junction, which, however, is two
miles from barracks. The cantonment station is quite close,
but there are very few trains from there.
The time-expired men left us on February 17th for England
under Captain Lowe, who is leaving us for the Depot. A large,
n-umber of their friends were at the station to see them off. We
shall all miss Sergeant Regan, to whose energy the excellent
concerts we have had of late are greatly due. Sergeant
Matthews was amongst those who went. He is leaving for the
Depot. We wish them all the best of luck in the future.
Captain Venables leaves Bombay in a few days for England
General Sir Bindon Blood has presented to the regiment
five of the standards which were received from the Bunerwals
as token of their submission. At the taking of the Tangao
Pass the leading companies found several standard poles in the
sangars on the pass, but the standards had been stipped off and
taken away. They were afterwards given up by the Bunerwals
f when they gave up their rifles. These standards are now in
the Officers’ Mess, together with some jezail-, tulwars, and a
tom-tom. The latter was found in the village of Ivingergali.
Enclosed is the score of a cricket match played at Dum Dum
on February 21st between the 1st Gloucester Regiment and the
Queen’s Own, resulting in a win for the latter by 83 runs.
There have also been two matches between Dum Dum and a
Calcutta team, in which several of our men played for Dum
Dum. Both these matches were won by Calcutta The cricket
season is nearly at an end here now, as it is getting' too hot.
Hockey, which is played a great deal in Calcutta, will soon
take its place.
The Calcutta season is pretty well over now. Everbody will
be leaving for the hills next month. The Viceroy and the
Commander-in-Chief and staff will be leaving for Simla in
about a fortnight. The Viceroy’s last dance took place some
ten days ago. The battalion will probably march into Calcutta
next week, and camp on the Maidan for two days, in order to
attend th,e unveiling of Lord Roberts’ statue, which is to take
place on the 1st proximo. Sir George White has had a bad
fill out paperchasing, and broke his leg. He is progressing
favourably, but it is doubtful whether he will be able to leave
•for England as soon as he had intended.
ist B attalion Correspondent.

DETACHMENT AT BARRACKPORE.
Barrackpore, 22nd February, 1898
Just a few lines to let you know that after all our wanderings
we are once more comfortably settled down in barracks. We
reached Dum Dum by the second train at 7 a.m. on the ist
February, and, as we were for detachment, took up our abode
in the schoolroom for the time being. After waiting a few days
we got the order to proceed, and, having sent all cur baggage
by road, A Company, strength 3 sergeants 75 rank and file,
under Captain Style and Lieutenant Jackson, marched to the
Railway Station, headed by the band and drums, and entrained
at 11.34 a. m.,arriving at Barrackpore about 12.15 P-rn.; marched
to the barracks and were told off to quarters. This seems a
very nice place, being about 17 miles from headquarters, and
the country around is much more open. There is a large civil
population, as it is within easy run of Calcutta by rail or road,
and the Viceroy has a residence here in the centre of a large
park, where he resides from Friday to Monday in each week.
Since we have been here we have found time to play a football
match with the 48th Field Battery, which resulted in a draw,
but we hope to beat them in the return one ; also a cricket
match with the same battery, in which we were successful in
beating them by an innings and 30 runs. Scores : A Company,
ist :nnings, 153 ; R.A., 53 and 70 for all out. The best scores
on our side were Howard 46, Mr. Jackson 35, and Jenner 20,
while Howard and Jenner between them accounted for all the
wickets of the Gunners. There is a large hockey ground close
to the barracks, and a few of our men have already tried con
clusions with a “ stick,” and no doubt, after a little practice,
will be able to render a good aecount of themselves. There is
also a fine pool here, in which the men aro allowed to fish, and
one of our disciples of Izaak Walton managed to land a splendid
catch weighing about 10 lbs. (genus unknown).
G renadier .

CRICKET.
is t

BATTALION THE GLOS1ER- REGIMENT
is t BATTALION TH E QUEEN’S O w N .

v.

T H E Q U E E N 'S OW N.

Lieut. Bush, c and b Pte. Hacker...
...
Capt. Pedley, b Pte. Hacker
...
...
Lieut. Robinson, c Sgt.-Major Gray b Gray
Major Wintour, not out ...
...
...
Major Evans, b Ruck
...
...
...
Lieut, O Dowda, b Lt. Gray
...
...
Sertit.-Major Barton, b Capt. Connor ...
Lieut. Leslie, c Hacker b Connor ...
...
Pte. Evans, b Dc-nnard
...
...
...
Lieut Jackson, b Dennard ...
...
...
Lt. Price, run out ...
...
...
...
Pixtras..........................
Total...

o
15
59
69
7
19
o
o
4
3
1
30
207
.1
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A. COM PANY.

Capt. Connor, b Bush
Clr.-Sergt. Dennard, b O’Dowda ...
Lieut. Ruck, run out...
Capt. Fyfle, b O’Dowda
Lieut. Gray, c Pedley b Bush
Pte. Hacker, b Wintour
Sergt.-Major Gray, c Bush b Wintour
Lieut. Nisbet, not out
Pte. Wilts, b Bush ...
Pte. Cousins, b Bush...
Pte. King, c O’Dowda b Wintour
Extras...

.;.
...

...

...

COMPANY

R.W .K.

v.

ROYAL

0
I
11
7
I
IS
43
11
8
0
2
2S
I 24

Total...
A.
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ARTILLERY,

BARRACKPORE.
This match was played at Barrackpore on February 17th,
and resulted in an easy win for the Orena hers by an innings
and 30 runs. Score :
R O Y A L A R T I L L E R Y — 1S T IN N IN G S .

Capt. Weir, b Howard
Capt. Duffy, b Jenner
Segt.-Major Howlett, b Jenner
Major Hughes, played on, b Howard
Capt. White, c and b Jenner
Pte. Jarvis, played on, b Howard...
Pte. Bravery, b Howard ...
Pte. Eyles, b Jenner...
Pte. Stevens, b Howard ...
Pte. Apton, not o u t ..........................
Pte. Fissaman, c Jackson b Lee ...
Extras

6
O
S
7
3
I
3
10
S
7
3
3

Total.

Pte. Lee, c and b Jarvis ...
...
Lance Corpl. Upton, b Jarvis
...
Pte. Howard, b W tir
...
...
Lieut. Jackson, played on, b Bravery
Pte. Jenner, c Upton b Jarvis
...
Pte. Last, b Jarvis ...
...
...
Lance-Corpl. Andrews, b Stevens...
Pte. Harris, b W eir...
...
...
Pte. Paine, b Jarvis...
...
...
Pte. Stringer, b Jarvis
...
...
Pte. Clarke, not out...
...
...
Extras...
...

...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...

Total...

i
5
46
35
20
8
17
2
o
6
2
14
156

Owing to the letter of our Foreign Correspondent for April,
1897, having been lost in the post, no mention has been made
in The Queen's Own Gazette of the gift of the Battalion to the
Nursing Sisters at Meerut.
This consisted of a handsome gilt clock, with stand and
glass shade, and was intended as a slight recognition of
the devoted care and attention bestowed on the sick of the
regiment by the Nursing Sisters during the four years the
Battalion was quartered at Meerut. Every individual in
the Battalion contributed equally. The Nursing Sisters kindly
consented to attend outside the Officers’ Mess Tent after
church on Sunday February 21, when Colonel Brock, in the
presence of the whole Battalion, made the presentation in
their name. Many cheers were given for the Sisters, who
were afterwards entertained at luncheon in the Officers’ Mess.
We hope to give a copy ot the inscription in our next issue.

S3

SIR BINDON BLOOD’S ROLL OF HONOUR.

0
s
0
21
s
3

An amendment to Sir Bindon Blood’s despatch of 27th
October, 1897, recommends the following Staff and Regimental
Officers to the favourable consideration of His Excellency the
Commander-in-Chief, on account of the entirely satisfactory and
efficient manner in which they carried out their several duties,
and thereby gave most valuable assistance in the operations
under reference ; namely—

S E C O N D IN N IN G S .

Pte. Fissaman, b Lee
Capt. Weir, c Andrews b Clarke ...
Capt. Duffy, played on, b I.ee
Sergt.-Major Howlett, b Jenner ...
Maj r Hughes, c Stringer b Lee ...
Capt. Whit , b Lee ...
Pte. Jarvis, b Lee
Pte. Bravery, b Lee...
Pte. Eyles, not out ...
Pte. Stevens, c Paine b Lee
Pte. Apton, b Lee ...
Extras...
Total.

O

...

12
18
1
S
1
70

REGIMENTAL OFFICERS.
The following officers especially distinguished themselves in
the fighting in the Mamund Valley, namely—...................
Major W, G. B. Western, istBattlion, The Royal West Kent
Regiment.
Second-Lieutenant F. A. Jackson, 1st Battalion, The Royal
West Kent Regiment.

r
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The two last named officers distinguished themselves by
their gallant conduct on the 30th September, 1897, during the
action at Agrah-Gat.
The following officers distinguished themselves generally by
their valour and conduct in leading their men, and ctherwise
carried out their duties in an entirely satisfactory manner,
namely—..................v
Major C. W. H. Evans, 1st Battalion Royal West Kent
Regiment (commanded his Battalion through the operation).
Sir Bindon Blood further says :—I have further the honour
to reccomend the following Non-Commissioned Officers and
Private soldiers for favourable consideration, namely—..............
For gal'ant conduct on the 30th September 1897, at AgrahGat.
No. 669. Colour Sergeant W. J. Willis, 1st Battalion, Royal
West Kent Regiment.
No 2595 Lance Corporal J. Mcgee, 1st Battalion Royal West
Kent Regiment.

GENERAL BLOOD’S DESPATCHES.
The Adjutant-General in India submits in the current
Gazette o f India a despatch from Major-General Sir Bindon
Blood, describing the operations of the Boner Field Force,
recently under his command.
His Excellency in Council concurs in the opinion exoresscd
by the Commander-in-Chitf regarding the skill with which the
operations of the B >ner Field Force were conducted by MajorGeneral Blood, and the discipline and good conduct displayed
by the troops throughout these short, but successful operations.
His Excellency now om m ends to notice of Government the
services of Major-General Sir B Blrod and of the Brigadiers and
and others mentioned in the despatch. The discipline and
conduct of the troops, British and Native, have b3en all that
could be desired, and reflect the greatest credit on all ranks.
The endurance of our infantry, and the careful and judicious
leading of their officers, were conspicu ms throughout the day.
The signalling arrangements, under Captain E. V. O. Hewett,
Royal West Kent Regiment, were perfectly carried out, and
were of the greatest value, as they enabled me to time the
various movements with an accuracy which would not have been
otheiwise possible, and which was, of course, one of the causes
of our easy success. The names of the principal Staff Officers
who thus contributed so largely to the success of the expedition
are as under, and I have the honour to recommend them all to
the favourable considerations of the Commander-in-Chief :—. . .
Captain E. V. O. Hewett, Royal West Kent Regiment,
Superintendent, Army Signalling.
I have also the honour to recommend to His Excellency’s
favourable consideration the under-named officers who com
manded the battalions and other units of my force in a
thoroughly satisfactory manner, viz :—..........................
Major C. W. H. Evans, Commanding iff: Battalion, Royal
West Kent Regiment.

24, Q ueen Square, Bath ,

March 30th, 1898.
S ir ,

Wi h reference to a certain disparaging statement which
appeared in the colums of a weekly newspaper at the end of
January, reflecting on the Battalion which I have the honour
to command, 1 will request you to publish the two enclosed
letters from M jor-General Sir Bindon Blood, K.C.B.,
commanding the Alalakand Field Force, who has consented
to their publication.
I am, Sir,
Yours faithfully,
HERBERT BROCK.
To the Editor The Queens Own Gazette.
M eerut,
1oth December, 1897.
M y D ear B rock,
I got your letter of the 4th on Wednesday, just as I was
starting for 10 days’ leave.
I am very glad to be able to say that your Battalion did
very well indeed all through our late operations.
At
Landakai they worked very well indeed over the stiff hills
under a hot sun, and in the Mamund country they showed up
well again. On the 30th September Western came to the
front, and I have had other opportunities of appreciating his
value. Evans also has done well, and I know he will be
rewarded.
I was so very sorry to hear of your bad luck, and I have
often asked Evans and Western about you.
I go back to
my force on the 20th and expect to tackle the Bunerwals soon
afterwards. I wish you could come.
Yours sine rely,
B. BLOOD.
H ead Q uarters, M eerut ,
22/2/98.
My D ear E vans
I am ve:y glad that official action is to be taken regarding
the shameful slander against your Battalion that appeared in
a late issue of a certain weekly paper. I can give a very
favourable report on the conduct and bearing of your
Battalion throughout the 5f months that they were under my
command in the field, in fact, I did so both officially to the
A.G. in India and unofficially to Colonel Brock before the
recent Buner expedition, in which your Battalion took a part
very creditable to itself, and very satisfactory to me. It is
sad to think that individuals are to be found amongst our
officers, as a rjle such first-rate fellows, who are full of a
mean-spirited love of running down better men than
themselves. It is always the useless ignorant skunks,
fortunately rare indeed, that do it, this particular skunk
shows his ignorance clearly in his letter.
Yours sincerely,
B. BLOOD.
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The issue of the weekly journal alluded to was in January,
1898, so it will be seen from the date of Sir Bindon Blood’s
first letter that his testimonial to the high character of the
regiment had no reference to the scurrilous attack which has
been made upon it. His second letter speaks for itself.
We commend to the Editor of the journal in question a
comparison between the value of the opinion of this very
distinguished officer and that of his anonymous correspondent.
Ed. Q.O.G.

2nd BATTALION

CORRESPONDENCE.

-------- o --------Dear M r. E ditor—

I hope that you may be as fortunate in the matter of interest
ing copy for your April number as you were for the month now
ending. Your 1st Battalion Correspondent and Maj ir Wintour
deserve our warm thanks for their excellent articles.
From Dublin there is nothing of special interest to chronicle.
The Castle season ended as usual with St. Patrick’s ball on
March 17th ; and the rest from constant balls and other enter
tainments is the more welcome, seeing that most of us are
pretty busy, whether we belong to the Companies at Field
Training or not.
Four Companies will finish this week, and then the other
Companies will, during April, carry out their training.
May
will be devoted to musketry, and it is hoped that some days will
be allowed us for B ittalion training before we move to Aidershot. This we are likely to do about the second week in June.
Captain Rowe came over on March 8th to take out the draft
to which I alluded in my last letter.
Fortunately for us an
order was received a few days before the above date to say the
strength of the draft was to be reduced from 100 to 30. The
names of those composing the draft are given elsewhere.
One corporal and fifteen privates have up to date rejoined the
Colours from the Reserve.
Rumour has it that after March
31st many more will arrive. That re nains to be proved.
Your Football Correspondent will have sent you an account
of cur match in the semi-final with the Gordon Highlanders.
The result was that we were beaten by three goals to two. Had
our team continued to play as they did during the first ten
minutes the result might easily h ive been very different.
Thanks to the kindness of the R.A. at Ssaforth Barracks,
near Liverpool, our team spent the week there.
Our old
friends, the Lancashire Fusiliers, very kindly offered to put up
the team at Preston, but as it happened other arrangements had
been made.

1347

Tidings were received of Captain Marsh from Ibadan a shor*time ago. He was then hard at work training recruits for his
company in the new West African Regiment, which is being
raised by Colonel Pilcher. We wish him every luck.
Captain Montgomery-Campbell writes now from Kumassi
He went out for a period not exceeding one year.
This con
dition can hardly now be complied with. We hope ere long to
welcome him home.
His experiences must have been very
queer ones, and he is much to be congratulated on having so far
successfully withstood all the trials of the climate.
If these officers could give you an account of some of their
experiences it would be very interesting reading to many. But
situated as they are, writing at all must be a considerable diffi
culty; and the claims of private coirespondenee must be more
than sufficient to cope with.
2nd Battalion Correspondent.

FOOTBALL INTELLIGENCE.
2nd

ARMY CU P-SEM I-FIN A L.
ROYAL W EST K EN T v. GORDON
HIGHLANDERS.

Played at Goodison Park, Liverpool, on March 23rd. It
is very sad lor me to have to chronicle a defeat, but it must
be done.
We won the toss ,and the Gordon Highlanders kicked off
against a strongish breeze. For the first ten minutes our for
wards showed beautiful combination, Ott being particularly
conspicuous, but the shooting was a little bit at fault. After
about five minutes’ play the ball was sent over the heads of
the opposing backs and dropped straight in the goal mouth,
Ott and Corporal Hazlitt rushing the ball and goalkeeper
hrcugh amidst frantic shouts from our supporters, but to our
chagrin the point was disallowed on the ground that the goal
keeper had been impeded, a piece of very bad luck for us.
We still kept pressing, and at last a very fine shot by Cor
poral Hazlitt, which the goalkeeper had not a chance of
stopping, scored first blood for us. From the kick off the
Gordons got down at once, and in less than two minutes
equalised from a scrimmage. Our forwards now got a bit
ragged, though the halves fed them well. Once Humphries
had the goal at his mercy, but made a poor attempt, and
again Ott, with a magnificent shot, hit the cross bar. At last
the ball was sent in dangerous proximity to their goal, and
one of their backs, in endeavouring to clear, headed the ball
through his own goal, giving us the lead again. It was not
for long, though, for again the Gordons brought the ball
down, and after an anxious two or three minutes, a shot .which
Corporal Parker tried hard to save, took effect, and again
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The undernamed on 9th March proceeded to join the ist
Battalion embarking on H M.S. Jelunga, at Southampton :—
Sergeant J. Howard, D; Boy E. Collins, D ; Boy J. Bellinger,
E ; Private T. O’Brien, D ; Private T. Patrick, D ; Private
R. Peckham, F ; Private E. Ruck, F ; Private G. Davis, F ;
The wind had been increasing- all the time and the weather
Private D. H. Price, B ; Private T. Rye, C ; Private A. Jones,
getting more threatening, and when the game was re-started
F ; Private G. Morris, H ; Private E. Allchin, A; Private T.
it was evident we were going to have a hard time. The
Roff, H ; Private P. Schmidt, D ; Boy E. Ransome, F ; Boy
Gordons pressed from the start, but the defence was sound, |
W. Barrow, D ; Private T. Venus, D ; Private C. Nicholson,
Ball in particular playing a fine game, and for a quarter of
A ; Private P. Wood,H ; Private T. Thorneycroft, D ; Private
an hour we kept them out, till from a corner Corporal Parker
I. Rose, F ; Private D. Geering, F ; Private J. Russell, D ;
ran out and cleared, and, the ball going to the centre-half,
Private F. Hodge, G ; Private C. Foord, G ; Private J Dewing,
this man returned with a very low shot, and the ball, finding
H ; Private W. Bailey, F ; Private M. Upton, B ; Private H.
its way throught a host of legs, went into the net, Corporal
Dix, H.
Parker not having had time to get back, though, even if he
had, '.he would not have had a chance of seeing the ball
DEPOT INTELLIGENCE.
From now to the end our goal was bombarded, the ball only
-------- o--------one 2 or twice going beyond the half-way line. To add to our
Colour-Sergeant G. Church has been posted to the 2nd
difficulties, the wind increased greatly in force, and at one time
Volunteer
Battalion, vice Blackburn, discharged, being relieved
a perfect storm of wind swept down the ground right in our faces. ,
The forwards, though not having many chances, entirely at the Depot by Colour-Sergeant H. J. Bass, from the 2nd
failed to utilise the few they had, and if it had not been for ! Battalion.
the scores were equal, 2 all, thirty minutes from the start.
From now up to half time the ball was mostly in the Gordons’
half, but no further score resu'ted up to half time.

the excellent defence the Gordons must have scored again.
It must also be said that their shooting was not up to the
mark. Still, that does not alter the fact that all the back
division, Bad being especially conspicuous, laboured manfully
and piuckily in the face of most adverse climatic conditions,
with the result that at the call of time the score remained the
same, and we retired defeated by 3 goals to 2.
In my opinion the Gordons were very slightly the better
team, as their forwards were undoubtedly superior, but Sergt.
Bass and Corporal Canty were the best halves on the field, and
Ball played a Stirling good game at back.
I have never seen
him play better. Corporal Parker had no chance of saving two
of the three goals, and the other one was very hard to save.
He did several very good things and altogether acquitted him
self most creditably.
Whitehill has come on a lot, and if he
could learn to kick wiih his left foot, would be distinctly use
ful.
For the first quarter of an hour the forwards all played
well, showing very good combination, but after that they most
unaccountably fell off, and never really recovered themselves
Ott was quite the best, and Sergeant Spooner was very good at
first, but in the second half he had very few chances. It is very
easy to make excuses, but it must be said that the disallowing
of the first goal was a doubtful decision, and that we had all the
worst of the luck with regard to the weather ; in fact, the whole
of the second half the wind was blowing with the force of very
nearly half a gale. However, we were beaten, so all I can say
is “ Better luck next time.”
2nd Batt . F ootball Correspondent.

Sergeant F. Howland, has gone to the West India Regiment
where he will undertake the onerous duties of Company
Sergeant-Major, being relieved at the Depot by Lance-Sergeant
Payne, from Dublin.
During the month of March the Depot has received LanceCorporal Penny and Privates G. Clayton and A. Mackey.
St. Patrick’s Day was observed in the customary manner by
the Sergeants at the Depot, a dance, under the able manage
ment of Sergeant-Major Barrow and his committee, taking place
in the Gymnasium on the 18th. Being the last of the season a
great number of guests were present.
We have had the excitement of an election, the excitement,
however, being considerably cooled down by the exceptional
weather.
Troops were confined to Barracks, but the sports
organised for their benefit had to be abandoned, a smoking
concert in the evening being held.
We regret to announce the death of Lieut.-Colonel F.
Faikner, late 50th, at, Sunnyside, Bath, on 16th March.
Lieut.-Colonel Faikner joined the 50th on the 15th Decem
ber, 1854, obtained his company on 18th October, 1864, and re
tired with the honorary rank of Lieut.-Colonel on 2nd
February, 1881.
He served in the Crimea, after the fall of Sebastopol, from
September 19th, 1855, till the evacuation on 12th July, 1856 ;
and in the New Zealand War from 1863 to 1864, including the
capture of Rar.giaohia.
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A SHORT ACCOUNT OF THE EXPEDITION
IN THE TOCITI VALLEY, 1897-98.
Continued.
-------- o--------[B y MAJOR F. WINTOUR, D.A.Q.M.G., 1st

B big a d e ].

--------------------- i.'
The Waziris have many peculiar customs. Mutilations and
fines are the only punishments I have heard of, and these are
awarded by the “ j.rga,” or council of headmen. Blood feuds
are not carried on with the pertinacity peculiar to the Afridi
and other classes of Pathans. Amonst Pathans “ the avenger
of blood is not only privileged, but bound to slay any relative
of the man who had committed the deed for which vengeance
is sought,” but amongst Waziris the actual murderer is the
only one who may be killed. In consequence blood feuds are
not handed down from father to son tor generations.
No doubt the Waziris are now much better armed than
during our former expeditions against them. Their mode of
fighting has not changed In each of the expeditions against
the Mahsuds a body of men have collected within striking dis
tance and rushed a camp at night or just before daylight.
Palosin was one instance, and Wano, in 1894, the other. Night
attacks are, in fact, the usual offensive form of fighting among
the hill tribes of the no th-west frontier. During the day they
liei.i ambush, to pick off stragglers, loot baggage, fire at long
range. They are most difficult to get at, as they are possessed
of wonderful agility and fleetness of foot on the mountain-side.
They, however, will oppose an advance if a good position offers,
and their “ ghazi ” charges have more than once got home,
but as a rule they do not make a determined stand more than
once, and suspicion and consequent dissent ions soon appear in
their councils. The men assemble each with a skin of corn on
his back, a bag of ammunition, a firearm of sorts, and a sword.
Thus equipped they are ready for a seven days’ campaign.
Their women carry more food to them when required. The
rapidity with which they assemble is very remarkable, and a
valley in your immediate neighbourhood may be emoty one day
and the next bristling with armed men.
3.—Now I begin recounting nothing but my personal experi
ences during the expedition, and I must warn my readers
beforehand that I have no battles, no hand to hand fighting
to relate.
A long battle against a bad climate and bad
water there was, besides much marching and counter-march
ing, an occasional small skirmish, a good deal of night
shooting, the usual “ shaves” of all descriptions, but to
get to the end of my narrative I must go to work methodicdly and begin with the march up. The actual operations
I shall cut short, or 1 shall find the temper of the long
suffering editor even, hungry though he may be for printed
matter, rising to my discomfiture.
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I started up the Da war valley, which I have already described,
on July 2nd, in company with the general officer commanding
the brigade and the remainder of the staff. We had an escort
of 60 men of the 33rd Punjaub Infantry and 30 men of the 1st
Punjaub Cavalry. Our first halt was at Saiadgai, the first post
on the line. Here we found a detachment of the 14th Sikhs.
The heat and dust were almost unbearable, but in the afternoon
came a heavy thunderstorm, which at once lowered the tem
perature some 20 degrees. On the road we crossed the fron
tier of British India. It is watched at intervals by posts of
native police. The valley we were entering, I have already
explained, has been under our political control for a year.
To assist in the preservation of order the civil authorities have
established a system of levies which have proved successful
in Beluchistan, the Zhob vadey, the Kurram, and other parts
of the country. These levies are not paid direct by the Govern
ment, but are appointed by the “ maliks,” or head men, of the
tribes, each receiving a certain annual allowance, for which he
is obliged to furnish a quota of men. They are safely and sub
stantially lodged in small square forts, with flanking defences,
loopholes, bullet-proof doors, while inside are stables and the
dwelling-places. In the larger posts there are a couple of
rooms furnished for the accommodation of officers and other
officials. These posts we found all through the Dawar at
intervals of about ten miles.
The levies are new, and have an evil reputation so far. Our
next match took us on to another levy post, viz., Idak. The
weather was still hot, and we took our camp beds on to the
roof for the night. Tnere was a subordinate native civilian
quartered here, and he insisted on our putting on our own
sentry to pace up and down the ramparts at night in addition
to the man of the levy, for he said he otherwise would not be
answerable for our safety. Indeed he was a most cu:-throat
looking scoundrel, armed with an old Enfiela, and both pistol
and dagger stuck in his voluminous belt.
The 3rd of July saw us still marching up the Dawar. As
we were passing a small village a shot was fired. The firer, if
his story was true, had chosen a bad time for letting off his
gun, for both he and his father were taken into custody. He
explained first that he had fired his gun in order to clean it
out, and secondly that he had fired it to “ cure his sick sheep.”
Tnis, it appears, is commonly done. The gun is fired over
human beings or animals when ill in order to drive away the
evil spirit that for the time being has taken possession of the
afflicted body. The two were taken off, each in custody of a
Sowar, amid the wailing of the women. Probably the shot
had been fired as a signal to some marauders in the neigh
bourhood.
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This march had been the scene of a successful raid the day
before. About two miles before reaching Boia the valley
somewhat contracts, and a deep ravine comes down to the road
on the left bank. It is in such localities as these that the
Waziri intent on robbery takes up his post and waits for an
unsuspecting victim. In this instance it was a Hindoo trader,
who, inspired with the greed of gain common in the bunniah
class, was matting his way up the valley with six laden camels,
trusting that the presence of so many troops would secure him
an unmolested passage. A fat Hindoo with an unguarded
convoy wandering up the valley was too great a temptation to
any Waziri, and when we remember, that he has generally to
fight for his spoil we are not surprised that the Hindoo did not
reach his journey's end unmolested. The raiding party num
bered about forty men. They swept down on the camels and
carried them off, killing one and wounding three men. News
was received of the attack about four hours later at Boia, and a
party went in pursuit. Some twenty prisoners were taken.
The tracks of the camels were discernible, but after eight miLs’
chase the officer in charge decided to return home. Needless
to say seme of the men captured belonged to a friendly neigh
bouring village. One or two were hiding up trees.
We stayed that night at Boia. A small post had been built
here capable of accommodating com nissariat stores and about
a hundred men. The defences consisted of a stone wall and
ditch, with an outer enclosure of camel thorn for the accommo
dation of the transport animals. Inside this outer enclosure
was a mud house with a verandah, occupied by an officer of
Engineers, who was employed in building a bridge over the
Tochi about a mile off. He was employing a quantity of
coolies, and at night these coolies came up and sheltered with
the transport animals. I put my camp bed up just outside the
verandah in order to get what little breeze there might be. At
I.30 a.m. I was rudely awakened by a rush. My bed was over
turned, my belongings scattered. On they came, a regular
crowd. W ith some difficulty I recognised that the fugitives
were the coolies belonging to the post, but quite made up my
mind that the pursuing Waziri was not far behind. I had no
sooner got hold of my sword and revolver than rather free
independent fire was opened on two faces of the enclosure. I
confess I was relieved to hear it, for I at once realised that
nobody could be inside the post and that it was a false alarm.
I say relieved, for the scene was not one to inspire confidence.
It was pitch dark, men were running about here and there
endeavouring to get to their places. The coolies, thoroughly
frightened, were yelling and struggling to get inside the house,
where they thought they would be safe. When order was
restored it was ascertained that four or five “ snipers ” had
crept up and fired into the camp, and that one shot had hit a
man in the leg. The defences of this post, an important one,
were placed in a much more satisfactory condition with the

assistance of a company of Bengal sappers and miners, in
the course of a week or so, a very necessary precaution since
Boia is easily accessible either from the north or south. The
head of the Khasora algad is distant only a few miles, and
this is the dwelling-place of some of the most turbulent spirits
of a half savage population.
Since that time the post has several times been visited by I
bands of ruffians from that neighbourhood, but finding the
garrison in security they have been content to fire a few shots
and move off.
Our march from Boia took us away from the river and
across a range of hills. We had now reached an altitude of
4.000 feet in the valley itself, and at night the air was plea
santly cool. The hills we crossed were about five miles from
Datta Khel, and from the top of the range we had a fine view
of the country in front. Beneath us to the west the Tsirai
plain stretched away some ten miles, bounded on the north by
the Tochi river and more hills, on the south by a high range,
the intricacies of which I was to know better later on. The
average height of the passes out of the Tochi valley over these
hills is about 7,500 feet, while some of the peaks exceede
11.000 We were now out of the Da war, and in the country
of the Darwesh Khel Waziris. About fifteen miles off we
could make out the towers of the big village of Sheranni, the
nhabitants of which had taken a leading part in the events of
une io.h, while apparently underneath us lay Datta Khel, the
white tents showing up prominently against the dull brown
colour of the surrounding country. The plain, looking at it
from above, seemed really a plain. As a matter of face the
ground slopes away at a considerable gradient, and is cut up by
a labyrinth of nullahs or water channels, both big and small,
which serve to carry off the summer rains from the hills above.
The road from Boia to Datta Khel was picketed daily by a
party of 60 infantry, as the track was somewhat difficult, windin and out of the hills, and was being widened by working
parties. We found at Datta Khel a collection of mud huts
surrounded by a substantial stone wall and ditch. The normal
garrison for the previous ten months had been one battalion of
infantry, one squadron of cavalry, and four guns. Now the
troops were arriving daily, and the camp soon occupied all 1
the available ground in the neighbourhood.
The second night we ariived the camp was roused by shots
at about 10 p.m. A small party had again crept up a nullah
and fired at a sentry at about fifteen yards. The unfortunate
man was hit in the hip and died very shortly. The next
night a sentry was shot dead on his post at Idak. It is diffi
cult to know how to deal with a Pathan in the dark. They
are very patient, and will get through a line of regular picquets
without attracting observation. However, we tried surprise
parties, and found them eminently successful. A party of
five men got through, fired their guns, and made off as usual,
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acres under cultivation, chiefly rice and maize. All land in the
neighbourhood is irrigated ar'ificially, and the Waziris are most
skilful in their method of making the “ Karez ” or water
channel. If a piece of cultivation lies at any height above the
bed of the river, the latter must be tapped, sometimes some two
or three miles higher up. It is brought with infinite labour
through projecting spurs, and in places where steep cliffs run
down tunnels are bored to carry it on. The levels are most
By July 28th we had the whole of the 1st Brigade assembled accurately guaged. Many quarrels among the different “ Khe’s ”
and part of the 2nd, and orders were issued for the march on to have their origin in disputes about water, and the channels are
Sheranni. After a heavy day’s work I had just laid down for zealously guarded by towers made of mud, stone, and wood.
a few hours’ sleep at about midnight, when I was awakened by It was quite evident that the land I came over was being care
an officer of the headquarters’ staff with fresh orders for the fully watered. We ascertained that a few men came down
General Officer Commanding. A messenger had just come in regularly from some hiding-place in the hills and did it at
to say that the Mullah Powindah had raised a ‘‘ lashkar ” of night. We did not disturb them, as the crops were not ripe.
7,000 Mahsuds and was that day at Razani, about twelve miles When they were we took the produce for our animals, and the
distant, and intended an immediate attack either on Datta Khel supply proved most valuable. The stalk of the Indian corn is
or Boia. The Mullah Powindah is a gentleman who has given very good fodder.
us a good deal of trouble and who organised and executed the
All the villages at Maizar were thoroughly searched, and
surprise of the camp at Wano in 1894, which was so nearly many small articles recovered that had been left behind on 10th
successful. It was successful in that the camp was fairly June. The mules were still lying where they had been killed.
rushed, and though the enemy was expelled the casualties were
Parties were sent to Maizar daily for some time to collect the
numerous. So I rubbed my eyes and made my way to the
General’s tent. The fresh orders had all to be given out. The “ bhoosa ” and bring in firewood. The offending villages
march was postponed two hours, and all troops to stand to were razed to the ground. The w >rks of demolition went on
their arms for two hours before daylight. I fancy I was an for a fortnight or more, during which time everybody was at
unwelcome visitor that night as I went to different command work. It was the rainy season in the hills, and the river came
ing officers awaking them out of their well-earned sleep. The down like pea soup every other day. Our water supply was a
night passed quietly, and we subsequently learnt that the 7,000 great source of anxiety. Ultimately eight wells were dug just
were in reality 30c. Next morning at 5.30 we marched—five above high water mark, some fifteen feet deep. Whilst the
battalions, two batteries, one squadron, a company of sappers river was in flood the water filtered through quite clear, but
and miners, and divisional staff. It was rather a sum to make disappeared altogether when the river got to its normal level.
out a place for a camp, as we were accompanied by over 3,000 In addition a deep well was sunk jus: outside the camp, but
mules. However by nightfall everybody had settled down and though it was bored to a depth of 70 feet no water was to be
found.
built stone walls for their protection.
A Havildar was concealed in a small ravine, when down they
came helter ski Iter. Unfortunately he was too eager, and with
fixed bayonets charged at them. Needless to say they did not
await results. My orderly used to come to me continually at
night and say “ Sahib goli chalta hai ” (there is firing going
on), but after a time such disturbances were left entirely to the
inlying pickets and officers on duty.

The camp was pitched about half a mile from the village of
Sheranni, one of the largest in Waziristan. It possessed no
fewer than 38 towers and was in reality a large fort surrounded
by a rampart made of mud and stone. The only man to be
found was an ancient individual, who was captured. He was
evidently the village idiot, and was released after being detained
for a day or tw >, but that was not the last we saw of him, tor
he returned more than once in the hopes of being supplied with
food. Our first night at Sheranni was a merry one, and firing
went on all round the camp. The various parties did not dis
perse till the artillery fired some star shell and so lit up the
surrounding ground. The next day we went out to Maizar,
which we found to be a cluster of villages built on terraces
rising up from the Shawul stream. I reconnoitred the neigh
bourhood on the far side, and came back down the bed of the
Tochi river. Here I found a very fertile country, at least 150

I went into Sadda Khan's house the day after arrival, and
there I found a Lee-Metford cartridge and a quantity of 28 bore
pinfire gun cartridges. He evidently must be a sportsman. I
remained at Sheranni till 23rd August and cannot describe all
daily routine, for the recital would be wearisome. The hills
were scoured in every direction, and occasionally we came
across small parties of our enemy, whose tactics were always
the same, namely, firing at long ranges, and making off over the
hills at incredible speed.
This was a most trying time for B.itish troops. The work
was very hard, the temperature excessive, though the camp
was at 4,300 feet. The maximum in my own 8oib. Kabul tent
reached 107 degrees, but the men were accommodated at the
rate of sixteen in a single fly tent. 1 he water was at that time
open to grave suspicion, but its full effects were not felt till the
end of August and beginning of September.
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By the end of the first week in September the sick rate had
become alarming'. Fever was prevalent, but dysentery of a
virulent typealsi br^ke out. Native troops suffered alike with
British.
To be Continued.
Names of men for whom employment has been found by
the Soldiers’ Employment Association during; the quarter
ending- 31st March 1898: J. Pearson, Royal W est Kent
Regiment, postman at Forest Row ; A. Hicks, Royal West
Kent Regiment, postman at Tunbridge W ells; T. Ayres,
Royal West Kent Regiment, postman at W esterham ; J. Fox,
Royal West Kent Regiment, attendant with Dr. Adams,
Private Asylum; A. Chatfield, 2nd East Surrey Regiment,
attendant with Dr. Adams, Private Asylum ; W. Bourne, 20th
Hussars, postman at H oo; E. Murray, Royal West Kent
Regiment, servant t 1officers 3rd Royal West Kent.

“ I have my old b< It and breastplate still, and I will wear it
when I go to you, as it is to me a m ;morial o' old and glorious
days.
“ Yours truly,
“ C. N apier .”
That banquet was 1 historic event in the h story of the 50th
Colonel Sidley presided, and a- the c inclusion, of a most inter
esting speech proposed the fallowing to ast:—“ The health of
our illustrious guest, General Sir C larles Napier, the hero of
Scinde, with all honours. May health, happiness, long life,
and increasing honours attend him or, to use an Eastern ex
!
pression, ‘ May his shadow never grow less.’”
;
A newspaper report tells us that the toast was drunk amid
terrific
applause, the band playing “ See the Conquering Hero
;
Comes.”
G. R.
The Irish Field, 18th December, 1897.

DEATHS.
HISTORY

THE ROYAL

OF

WEST KENT REGIMENT.
Continued.

At Peshawar, on 31st December, 1897, No. 3947 Private
G. Huntley, 1st Battalion.
At Peshawar, on 9th January. 1898, No. 2941 Private
P. Stockham, 1st Battalion.

I cannot follow the ;oth through the many campaigns in
At Dum Dum, on 11th February, No- 4051 Lancewhich they not only upheld but added to their splendid reputa- Corporal J. Courtn >y, 1st Battalion.
; tion. In India and in-.he Crimea no regiment in the service acted
At Dum Dum, on 1st March, 1898, No 4503, Private
I with more courage and heroism, and at the present time they E. Paris, 1st Battalion, accidentally drowned.
' are at the front and have done bravelv in the Indian Frontier
At Colaba, on 1st March, 1898, No. 4578 Private HWar. I must not conclude this article without giving my ! Miller, 1st Battalion.
readers a copy of Si' Claries Napier’s letter in answer to an
invitation to dine wi h his old regiment, the 50th, after their
re tent victories in the Punjaub. Sir Charles was the renowned
T he T erms ok Subscription are as F ollows :
conqueror of Scinde, and in June, 1852, the regiment was at
Preston, the Commanding Officer, Col. H. Sidley, invited Sir
The Officers of both the Line Battalions and Depots, 6d
Charles to dine at the mess on the 19th, to which he replied per month.
as follows :—
Other Subscribers, -with Almanac, 3s. 6d. ; without Almanac,
“ M y D ear S idley,
3 per annum, inclu ding postage.
“ The Officers of the Fiftieth do me great honour, and I shall
Copies will be sold at 1 1 per Number to Non-Commissioned
have much pleasure i 1 dining once more at my d-^ar old mess.
Officers and Men sei ving with the Colours. I f sent by post
Few are now alive w io were at it in my time. But there are
\
is.
6d. per year.
some. It was somewhere about the time of the Deluge! but
whether before or af r I don’t quite remember. I think after,
Extra copies or back numbers can always be supplied.
because as we were—‘ The Devil’s Royals ’—Noah would not
Price of back Numbers, 6d.
have let a man of us into the Ark.
A ll Subscriptions p lyable in advance, and a ll Correspondence
“ Well, diluvian or antediluvian, I will, with God’s blessing,
to be addressed to •
dine with you all on the 19th.
:
T he E ditor,
“ I wish you joy in the command of a regiment which, if ante
diluvian, may have run away before the flood, but certainly
The Queen's Own Gazette,
never did since. Give my bes; respects to the Glorious old
The Barracks, Maidstone.
50th.

"
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b a tta lio n c o rre sp o n d e n c e .

1st BATTALION.
D um D um,

Col.-Sergeant (O.R. Sergt.) J. Cover granted rank of
March 30th.
Q.M. Sergt., 1st December, 1897.
The beginning of this month found us in Calcutta, the
Appointed Lce-Sergt., Corpl. D. O’Connell, 11th March.
Appointed Lce-Corpls., Pte- W. Saunders, 17th- Feb.; , battalion having received orders to be present at the unveiling
Leaving Dum
Pte. B. Balcombe, 30th March ; Dr. W. Ball, 30th March. of Loid Roberts’ statue on the ist of March,
Dum early in the morning we marched to the Maidan which
2nd BATTALION.
surrounds Fort William, a distance of 10 miles, most of which
Appointed Lance-Sergts., Corpls. W. Payne, A. R. was through bazaars, here we found camp had been pitched
Klein, G. Rigglesford, 11th March; Corpl. F. Coe, 30th
for us by the Gloscer’s. The cooks having been sent on the
March; Corpls. J. Hyde, G- French, 2nd April.
day before, breakfast was ready for us on our arrival. We
Promoted Corpl., Lee.-Corpl. E. Stack, 23rd'March.
spent
that day in camp or having a look round Calcutta, and
Appointed Lee.-Corpl., Pte. W. Arnold, 18th March;
Pte. A. Marsh, 23rd March.
on the following afternoon paraded for the ceremony, of which
the following extracts from “ The Englishman,” of March 2nd,
3rd BATTALION.
give a full account:—
Col.-Sergt. T. Sumner promoted Militia-Ser gt-Major,
LORD
ROBERTS’
STATUE,
24th April.
2nd VOLUNTEER BATTALION.
Richard Ardra Fegan, Gent., to be Surgeon-Lieut,
16th April.

REGIMENTAL

DINNER.

The Annua1 Dinner of the ist and 2nd Battalions (Gothland
97th) will take place at the Grand Hotel, Charing Cross, on
Tuesday, 21st June, ac 8 o’clock.

SOLDIERS’ BALANCES

UNCLAIMED.

The sum of A 32 Is> 3d. is due to the next-of-kin of Pte.
Alfred Charles Wheatley late ist Battalion.
We beg to acknowledge, with many thanks, the receipt of
the following subscriptions :—
To 31st December, 1898—Brigade Surgeon Owen-Owen,
Col. J. L. Tweedie, Lieut.-Col. Bradish, Col. Bellers, Col. A.
B. Fyler, Messrs. Treanor, A. Cumming, D. P. Pack Beresford, W. Geddes, Mrs. Coulter, Mrs. Lowe, Col.-Sergt. Willis,
Private Clipsham, Capt. A. W. Martyn, Capt. H. W. Beeching.
To June, 1898—Captain E. Fleming.
To March, 1898—Mr, W. Snell.

THE UNVEILING CEREMONY.
The unveiling yesterday afternoon by the Viceroy of the
! statue of Lord Roberts, on the Red Road, was the occasion of
an important ceremonial and military display. Long before the
appointed hour an enormous concourse of natives, to all of
whom the name of the great Jang-i-Lcit must be familiar,
assembled on the Maidan and crowded round the enclosure.
By 5 p . m . the latter was completely filled by Calcutta society,
including a large number of Native gentlemen. Probably more
than 1,000 persons were within the enclosure. The troops, too,
had formed up round three sides of the statue, which “ draped
in white samite, mystic, wonderful,” and fluttering in the breeze,
was the centre of attraction till the arrival of the Viceroy, Lady
Elgin, and staff. The scene, of course, was most impressive.
Owing to the fact that the soldiers and officers were in their
summer clothing the vivid scarlet touch of colour that so
catches the eye on these occasions was wanting, but to the artist
there was some compensation in the fact that the ladies were all
in spring frocks and carried summer sunshades. Lord Elgin
made a singularly happy speech, and at the close of his perora
tion loosed the rope which by an ingenious arrangement of
pulleys kept the veil about the statue. As the figure was dis
closed of the man whose bright, erect soldierly form is still
remembered by most Calcutta people, there was a spontaneous
cheer, four thousand soldiers presented arms, and from the
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bastions of Fort William thundered forth a salute of guns. for three reasons :•—Firstly, because he had been alongside us
The whole ceremony did not last more than twenty minutes. in the action of Ginnis, in the Egyptian Campaign ; secondly,
After Lord Elgin and the other notabilities had departed in ) because when he was with the MalaR. and Field Force in
state, a general move was made to examine the statue, which, Bajour he had always heard the best accounts of us ; and
whether in beauty of design or accuracy of detail, is admitted j thirdly, because that day he had seen we were a smart regiment.
to be one of the best in Calcutta.
Brigadier-General Wodehouse has only recently succeeded to
the
command of the presidency district, which became vacant
DISPOSITION OF TH E TROOPS AT TH E CEREMONY.
owing to the death of Brigadier-General Yeatman-Biggs on
The disposition of the troops at every point was well ordered
field service. General Wodehouse commanded the 3rd Brigade,
and seen to the best advantage. The troops were commanded Malakand Field Force, until he was wounded in the night
by Brigadier-General J. H. Woodhouse, C.B., Commanding the
attack at Nawagai, in Bajour, where he was shot in the leg.
Presidency district, who was accompanied by the District Stall.
Major Wintour, who is at present A.A.G. presidency district,
The whole of the Headquarters Staff was present, but were not
accompanied
the General when he inspected the battalion.
on horseback. The troops formed up in three sides of a square,
with the guard of honour of ioo rank and file of the Gloucester
A very amusing gymkhana took place the other day at
shire Regiment, commanded by Captain Connor, with Barrackpore, where A. Company is still on detachment ; three
Lieutenant Gardiner carrying the Queen’s Colour, and station out of the five events being won by Captain .Style and Mr.
ed immediately in the rear of the statue with the massed bands
Jackson. The former won the costume race, which consisted
and drums at the back. Viewing the scene from the dais to the of riding to a post, picking up a parcel, bring it back to your
right, first came the 7th Bengal Cavalry, commanded by lady nominator, who assisted you in attiring yourself in the
Captain Alexander ; then in line was posted the 1st Royal
costume, which was rather like a suit of pyjamas ; you then
West Kent Regiment from Dum Dum, commanded by Major
had to remount, ride round the post and in. The first man
Evans ; and at short intervals came the 1st Battalion of the
in was found to be “ improperly dressed,” so Captain Style,
Calcutta Volunteer Rifles, under the command of Lieutenantwho was second, was declared the winner. Mr. Jackson won
Colonel Lackerstein. On the opposite, to the left of the dais,
the pony race, and together they won the Lloyd-Lindsav
was first the Calcutta Light Horse, commanded by Major
Competition. There have also been two very successful dances
Eddis, next the 1st Battalion of the Gloucestershire Regiment
at Barrackpore, one of u'hich was given by the 8th Madras
under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Wilford. The rear
Infantry, and the other by the bachelors.
line of the troops was composed of the 2nd Battalion of the
Punkahs were started in barracks on the 15th inst., so we
Calcutta Volunteer Rifles, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel
Meade, the Cossipur Volunteer Artillery under the command may say that the hot weather has fairly begun, but so far we
of Lieutenant-Colonel Byars, the 5th Bengal Light Infantry, have always had cool nights. We are more fortunate in our
commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Angelo, the 48th Field cold weather here than the Munsters were last year, as they
Battery Royal Artillery who were posted just behind the had to have punkahs on the 15th February, a month earlier.
statue, commanded by Major Hughes, the 4th Bengal Infantry
u B ” and “ C ” Companies are now busy with field training ;
under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Reid, the Presidency
”
E
” Company has just completed its annual course of
Volunteer Rifles, commanded by Colonel Jenkins, and the
musketry,
and “ F ” is now going through.
Calcutta Naval Volunteers commanded by Captain Petley, R.N.
The Body-Guard who escorted the Viceroy formed up on the
Captain Dalison left Calcutta three days ago in the
Red Road.
“ Massilia” for England. The late Commander-in-Chief is
Before the battalion left the parade, General Morton, going home by the same boat. Major Evans is also leaving
Adjutant-General in India, rode up and made us a short for home shortly.
speech, saying that he had been asked by Sir George White to
A party of some 70 men uhder 2nd Lieut. Jackson left Dum
express his regret that, owing to his accident, he was unable to
be there himself to welcome us on this, our first, appearance in Dum for the hills last week. They go to Darjeeling which is
Calcutta. After the parade we returned to camp, and marched celebrated for its fine scenery and for being the wettest place in
India.
back to Dum Dum early the next morning.
‘‘ Grenadier” has kindly sent us another letter from Barrack
The following week the battalion was inspected byBrigadierpore, and long may he continue to do so ; we hope to get one
Wodehouse, C.B., C.M.G., commanding the presidency district.
next month from our Darjeeling correspondent also.
The General, in addressing the battalion, said that he was
ist B attalion Correspondent.
exceedingly glad to have The Queen’s Own under his command
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THE ROYAL WEST KENT FROM THE
FRONT.
MESSAGE FROM SIR GEORGE W HITE.
Calcutta, 3RD M arch.
At the conclusion of yesterday’s parade on the occasion of
the unveiling of Lord Roberts’ statue the Royal West Kent
Regiment were formed up in quarter column to receive a
message from the Commander-in-Chief. Major-General G. de
C. Morton, Adjutant-General, addressed the battalion in the
following words :—Major Evans, Officers and Men of the 1st
Battalion Royal West Kent Regiment,—I have been deputed
by His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief to express his re
gret that owing to his unfortunate accident he has been unable
to come here and welcome you in person on your return from
active service on the North-West-Frontier, and to inform you
how well pleased he has been with the reports he has received
on your conduct and bearing throughout the recent operationsThe event of the week has been the unveiling of Lord
Roberts’ statue, the ceremony being one which fully justified
full military display. Tfle Royal West Kent had come in from
Dum Dum on Tuesday, the march being mere child’s play to
the soldiers seasoned with fighting in the Bajour hills.
The Commander-in-Chief was, of course, unable to attend
the unveiling ceremony, and the Viceroy only expressed the
general feeling of regret here at the cause of his absence.
His Excellency had not forgotten the troops who have fought
so well on the frontier, and the message he sent through the
Adjutant-General to the Royal West Kent Regiment was welltimed. Those who can read between the lines will understand
how welcome were the words of approbation to the battalion,
which marched and fought so steadily in one of the most trying
phases of the frontier operations.
The following is the inscription on the clock presented by
the 1st Battalion to the Nursing Sisters, Meerut :—
“ From the 1st Battalion The Queen’s Own Royal West Kent
Regiment to the lady Nursing Sisters of Meerut, in grateful
recognition of the tender and devoted care bestowed by them on
their sick comrades. The gift of the whole Battalion.—1802 to
1897.”

OUR DETACHMENT AT BARRACKPORE.
-------- o-------21st March, 1898.
D ear M r. E ditor,

Not much news from here this month, for now that we are
settled down in barracks, every one has let us alone. We hear
great news of Generals’ Inspection and marches to Calcutta,
which have taken place at and from Headquarters, hut, so far,
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; the G.O.C, has not been to see us out here.
The weather is
j beginning to get a little warmer, and white clothing is once
more to the fore.
Our officers here have been showing the
good people of Barrackpore what “ The Queen’s Own ” can do,
for at a Gymkhana held here a short time ago they won four
out of the five events open to them and only an accident pre
vented them winning the whole lot. We have not been quite
so successful at cricket and football, for on playing the Gunners
our return matches, we lost both, owing probably to the fact of
their having been reinforced by a battery from Calcutta. The
burning question here is “ What was the weight of the last
catch,” and our anglers are all vieing with each other to see
which is going to win the prize; but we are still in the dark as
to the species. We had a very pleasant surprise last Friday, in
•the shape of a visit from Major Evans,whom we were all glad to
see looking so well, and who seemed quite satisfied with all he
saw. The exodus to the hills is beginning, and the Viceroy
leaves for Simla on the 29th, and all those fortunate ones who
can manage to “do” Darjeeling, Jalapahar, Ghoom &c., will soon
be leaving the station. We have already lost Mr. Jackson,
who has proceeded up on duty.
Hoping to send you some news of more interest next month,
I remain,
“ GRENADIER.”
N.B — Can ycu please inform me the average length of
service of a “ Skeeter,” for one of our men was heard to
say that one paid him a visit, wearing six badges and
four medals. I know they can bite.

1st BATTALION INTELLIGENCE.
—------ 0“ ------Col.-Sergt. W. Willis has been granted a certificate as Sergt.Instructor in Musketry.
Good conduct pay, as under, has been granted :—
Granted 3d., Lance-Corpl. J. Booker.
Granted 2d., Ptes. B. Hillier, R. Harvey, A. Sayer and J.
Marsh.
Granted id., Lance-Corpl. J. Condran, Ptes. J. Eaglesand, T.
Turner, C. Ring, J, Liddington, A. Smith, W. Wood and W.
Moir.
Restored id., Ptes. A. Jupe, J. Fuller, A. McIntyre, FI. Jackson, T. Tucker, W. Lockyer, W. Cooper, and H. Clare.
Lance-Sergt. W, Richards and Ptes. G. Flumphrey, T. Me
Cartney, J. Saunders have re-engaged to complete 21 years’
service, and Pte. F West extended to 12 years.
Pte. C. West assumes his correct name, Charles Lea.
Lance-Corpl. W. Bailey awarded 3rd class certificate of
education.

I1
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2nd BATTALION CORRESPONDENCE.
-------o------D ear M r . E ditor,

It appears to me that during' the mohth of April, now
j drawing to a close, little has occurred that should be chroni
cled under the heading of 2nd Battalion Notes and could
truly be called interesting.
i

The fou^ Companies which completed field training last
month will commence musketry next month, and their four
months field training will finish in a very few days, which
completes the Company training of the Battalion for the
year. As the Battalion is likely to proceed to Aldershot
about the middle of June, we are given every possible facility
to push on with musketry. H Company, under 2nd Lieut.
Hildyard, goes to Kilbride on May 4th, to get the camp
ready and do its preliminary drill, so that on May nth, it may,
with B Company—Capt. Burt and 2nd Lieut. Bonham Carter;
D Company—Capt. Fanshawe, Lieut. Nunn, and 2nd Lieut.
; Tulloch; E Company—Capt. Annesley, D.S.O., and 2nd
Lieut. Mulloy, commence the annual course. All available
recruits—about So—will also commence their musketry course
on the same date, under the Assistant Adjutant, Lieut. Kitson.
A party of about 50, with two recruit officers—2nd Lieuts.
Tulloch and Luard—are now doing their recruits’ course of
musketry at the Curragh ; so that there are but few now who
are not either at the musketry or at field training.
Fine weather at Kilbride is the ogreat thingo needed. We
were the best shooting Battalion in Ireland last year. We
hope this year to equal it, if not to beat our performance of
last year.
Major Morse leaves us in a few days for the Depot, when
Major Daniell takes his place here.
Major Brock-Hollinshead expects to join here shortly, but
whether brought into the establishment of the 1st or 2nd
Battalion remains to be seen.
Captain Caird, now in the Army Ordnance Department,
finds himself once more in Dublin. To those who, like the
writer, had not seen him for over ten years, time appeared to
hive brought with it but little change.
Captain Montgomery-Campbell has returned home from
Africa. We regret to hear that his state of health is not all
that we should desire. But a few weeks at home will, we trust,
quite set him up again.
Football has not ended yet. The competition for the Com
pany Shield has been productive of many a good game. In
the Irish competition, for which the Battalion entered, it has
managed to be successful. And the other day the Battalion

team had a match with a team made up by selection from the
teams which had competed against us. The result at half time
was one goal all, but the final result was two to one against us.
For details of these events I refer you to our Football Cor
respondent, who has written so many excellent articles on
our various matches, and whose criticisms have been full of
value to our team.
The annual Billiard Handicap among the officers has just
been finished. Major Morse and Captain Brown were the
two in the final, and to the latter we offer our hearty con
gratulations on winning first prize.
We have been glad to see again many familiar faces of
men returning to us from the Reserve and from the 1st
Battalion; and those who have been wounded or in
valided will, we trust, if not already 'quite fit, very soon be so.
Punchestown Races, 25th and 26th, bring annually many
people to Dublin. After this week, as far as society is con
cerned, Dublin is likely to be very quiet until the horse show in
August.
About that time the chances are we shall be
manoeuvring in the neighbourhood o f Salisbury Plain.
Y our 2 nd B attalion Correspondent.

2nd

b a t t a l io n

in t e l l ig e n c e .

Good conduct pay has been granLed as here stated
Granted 2d.—Pte. F. G. B en n ettA . E, Mills, E. Grant.
Granted id.—Lce.-CorpK S. S mith, S. Dorman, G. King,
Ptes. J. Taylor, W. Facey, W. Hoi der, G. Osborne, H. Francis,
Boy T. Elliott, Dr. F. Thompson.,
Restored 2d.— Pte. E. Elliott.
Restored id,—Ptes. T. Brov;n, J. Cummings, H. Harold.
Lce.-Corpl. G. Matthews, Ptes. E. Parkhurst, J. Gaylor, C.
Whiting, W. Clifford, W. S acking, have been discharged
medically unfit.
Lce.-Sergt. G. Rigglesford and Pte. A. Meager have extended
their service to complete 12 years with the Colors.
Lce.-Corpl, A. Elms has pure) iased his discharge.
Corpl. Chilman has been transferred to the Lancashire
Fusiliers.
Sergt. Dibden has joined the Battalion on posting from
the Service Companies.
2nd Class Certificates of Edw cation have been awarded LceSergt. F. Coe, Ptes. S. Collin s, W. Wood, E. Lawrence, E.
Lamm, and Boy W. Sayer,
Appointed Provisional Lce-t lorpls. are Ptes. F. Abbey, T.
Dorrel,W. Burden, W. Jarrodl, H . Grigsby, J. Huntley,E. Elliott.
Band-Sergt. J. Lewington co; itinues in the service beyond
21 years.
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Pte. R. Haywood lias extended his service to complete 12
years with the Colors, and appointed drummer.
Ptes. E. Elliott and A. Moss have been appointed musicians.

DEPOT

INTELLIGENCE.

The undermentioned joined the 2nd Battalion from the
Depot on 8th April.
C. J. Harper, W. Jones, C. Mears, G. Lawrence, G. Farmer,
H. Hobrow, Alf. Dadson, C. H. Barber, J. H. Garwood, F.
Meopham, J. H. Struad, F. Barnet, T. Frankson, J. Marra, F.
Emmerson, W. Smith, Geo. Watts, T. J. Kevan, Ed. Davis,
J. Collins, J. Clark, T. Jones, A. Milner, T. Berry, J. W. Hart,
T. Darvil, S. Gosling, T. Woolford, W. Wright, E. C. Day,
R. W. Cowing.

A SHORT ACCOUNT OF THE EXPEDITION
IN THE TOCHI VALLEY, 1897-98.
Continued.
---------0--------[B y

MAJOR F. WINTOUR, D.A.Q.M.G.,

1st

B rig a d e ].

---------0-------Of course a long line of communications like ours afforded a
fine hunting ground for all the desperate characters of the
neighbouring tribes, assisted by various bands of Madda Khels.
Attacks on convoys were fairly frequent, but the most daring
and successful robbery was accomplished within five miles of
the large post of Miran Shah. 268 camels, which had been sent
to graze under an escort, were driven clean off and never seen
again. It appears that the escort consisted only of three
sowars, one havildar, and twelve sepoys. The camels strayed
away, the men were not properly placed, when on a sudden a
hundred or more scoundrels appeared right among the camels,
having crawled down a steep nullah and into the plain. The
havildar does not appear to have done much. One of the
sowars came back post haste to Miran Shah ; the other two
assert that they followed the raiders up and shot three. W hat
ever subsequently happened the fact remains that 268 camels
were taken and have not been recovered. It has, however,
been ascertained that the raiders were Khostwals, or dwellers
of the neighbouring province of Khost, in Afghanistan. On
their return the governor of Khost, an official named Sherindil
Khan, took the camels unto himself, saying that his people had
no business to raid. Bur the camels up to the present time,
some four months later, have not been returned.
On another occasion the mail ekka was attacked about 30
miles from Bannu. The ponies’ driver and escort were all
killed. Strange to say the mail bags were left untouchedIhese are but two instances of many—but soon the Wazirist
learnt that even their favourite hiding places in the hills
would not afford them a secure retreat, and outrages of this
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sort became much less frequent. Small columns were sent
out simultaneously from many points, and any men caught
were summarily dealt with.
The temper of these hill men is well shown by an incident
that occurred at about this time. Opposite Sheranni is a
range of hills of considerable size, and a signalling party
with an escort of some 40 rifles had gone to the top in order
to communicate with a column that had been sent to reconI
noitre a road and village some eight miles up the Tochi.
Some distance below on the far side of the hills a party of
five men were seen driving a flock of sheep and goats. They
were way laid and had to put down their arms. They all did
so but one. A sepoy went up to this man with his bayonet on
his rifle t r enforce obedience. The Pathan nothing daunted
caught the bayonet with one hand and with the other pulled
out a long knife and slashed the sepoy over the wrist, then .
seizing the sepoy’s rifle made off at full speed, though there
were a dozen others standing by. He was not allowed to
get very far. The animals, 300 odd in number, were
appropriated, as they were the property of the Madda Kh?l
though in temporary charge of supposed friendlies. The
carrying on of a campaign against one section of a tribe is not
an easy matter. The offending villages if no organised re
sistance is made are deserted. The inhabitants make off to
their most secure retreat carrying all their property with
them. Such flocks and herds as it may be inconvenient or
impossible to take away are handed over to another tribe to
be taken care of in their absence. In this instance though
we were rather favoured by circumstances. The next tribe
was at feud with the Madda Khels and had been deadly
enemies for some years. Up to the present time the Madda
Khels had had the whip hand, for they could control all the :
water channels leading down to the cultivated area of their
neighbours. This control they were careful to maintain by
towers erected at convenient places for cutting off the supply.
On August 13th I made my first trip into the hills to the
South. Our march was to take us up to the nearest pass>
called Shawatghalai—elevation about 7,500 feet. Our column
consisted of some 600 men and a mountain battery. We got
into one of the big nullahs leading down from the hills, and
after two miles entered the outer spurs of the range. These
nullahs, as already explained, form the usual means of
communication in the country. They are wonderfully similar
in character. A broad shady watercourse winding in and out,
in some places narrow and contracted with cliffs on each side.
The track in such places is covered with boulders, and it is
with difficulty one can get along, then, after a final short
passage of going upstairs, you emerge again into a broad
and level stretch. W e visited two “ kirns,’’ or summer
encampments, en route. The natives themselves recognise j
the extreme unhealthiness of the valleys during the hot

1358

THE QUEEN’S OWN GAZETTE.

The latter end of August a column visited the Kazha
season, and from May till October live out on the hills
grazing their cattle.; These encampments are generally \ valley lying about 10 miles to the norlh of the Toch, and
situated in some picturesque spot with water close at hand. drawing into it some six miles below Datta khel; some
The ubiquitous photographer was of course on the spot, and prisoners were taken who had presumably been engaged in
had succeeded in getting a good picture of a group of women cutting the telegraph wire from what appeared to them a secure
and children when down came a “ malik ” in high dudgeon base of operations. On return the health of the troops had
at his privacy being thus trespassed upon.
He asserted that become seriously affected. The British troops were housed in
his women were trembling with fear and his children running single fly tents, which do not afford sufficient protection from
away in tears. A sa matter of fact the ladies of his household, the mid-day sun, but I think there can be little doubt that
as long as he himself was not present, appeared to enjoy their water was the principal cause of disease. It is a noticeable fact
interview judging from their chatter and laughter among that bowel complaints were prevalent at the time the river was
themselves. The brass buttons of our Khaki coats were in flood and consequently the consistency of pea soup. British
special objects of admiration and desire; they were probably and native both suffered alike. Every effort was made to
thought to be pure gold. On the return of their lord and supply clear water, but those who have to deal with the native
master matters changed, and faces were quickly covered up, follower will realise the difficulty of an effective supervision.
their blushing modesty not allowing even an eye to be seen. At this time was procured from small springs, but not in
adequate quantities, and it had to be supplemented by river
After leaving the “ kirris ” our nullah became steeper, and water cleansed as well as might be. When the river fined
the hill sides clothed with forest. The trees at the lower dewn dysentery and diarrhoea gradually decreased till they
elevations are small and stunted in growth, and evidently disappeared altogether.
require the keen mountain air to attain their full development.
So the corps chiefly affected were moved to Lundi Khel,
The ilex was commonest at first, but higher up gave way to
distant
about eight miles, where there was a spring of water
the chilgoza, a species of pine, and the well-known deodar.
issuing from the hills. All water in Waziristan must be
The summit of the pass, 7,500 feet, was reached by 11 a.m., regarded with suspicion till it is proved to be good. Many
the latter part of the journey being scrambling over rocks sources of supply are impregnated with salts. A sample was
and fallen trees. The situation was a novel one to, at any taken from one spring of apparently pure excellent water,
rate, one man—a private—whom I heard exclaim, ‘ if we but the analysis showed it to be an aperient mixture ready
blokes ’as to go to battle up a place like this, gawd ’elp us.’’ distilled.
Our progress was very slow, as it must be marching through
At Lundi Khel a body of the enemy were occupying the
| a hilly country if proper precautions are to be taken. The hills, and the first night there was a good deal of firing, but
hill tops on the flanks of the line of march being guarded by only one mnle hit. The camp was pitched about 700 yards
small pickets of two or three men, furnished in succession distant from the crests. They crept down, fired a dozen shots,
from the advanced guard, these men remain in position till and let forth a torrent of abuse. A havildar of sappers, know
the column has passed, and then fall in the rear.
ing Pushtu, so replied in their own tongue and used such
Our object in making this march was to ascertain whether
the road was practicable for laden animals, as an expedition
into the Upper Shawal was in prospective. It was found
that the road on the far side was not fit for camel transport,
| though I believe it is regularly used by the natives of the
country. Camels that are bred in the hills are very different
animals to plain camels. .The descent was very steep, being
900 feet in one mile, or a gradient of more than one in six.
As far as could be judged it was not a desirable route. Great
masses of hills stretched away one above the other, backed in
the distance by the Phuidar range, over which the lowest
pass has an elevation of 8,600 feet. However we accomplished
this later during an expedition of which 1 propose to give a
short account. The very same “ k irris” we had visited in the
morning were raided next day, and 30 head cf cattle carried
off.

choice invective that the Waziris gave up the contest and
retired. A man who was on sentry at the time, in making
his report to his commanding officer in the morning of the
events of the night, said that there “ seemed to be a deal of
harguing the point between them and our side.”
After six days of Lundi Khel the column returned, having
made an excellent road to Dotoi alongside a precipitous cliff.
While there representatives of several villages beyond on
the Murgha came in to make their peace, bringing sheep,
goats, and fowls as presents. Dotoi is the head of the Tochi. It
is formed of the junction of two streams, Dotoi having that
significance.
The village of Lundi K hel had been deserted, and as it
belonged to Madda Khels it went the way of the rest of their
residences.

THE QUEEN’S OWN GAZETTE.
After remaining- a week at Lundi Khel the column returned
to Sheranni in no way benefited by the change of quarters. It
must be remembered that the British corps had marched the
whole distance fromKushalgarh in the middle of the hot weather
and that the thermometer reached very nearly 120 degrees in
the tents. Standing camps of E.P. tents had been pitched
on the road as far as Bannu. The men suffered much from
want of sleep, as all marching was done at night. Whether
this severe march had any subsequent effect on the health of
the troops I do not know, but it is not impossible. After
arrival at Sheranni the marching and reconnoitring was in
cessant.
A large tract of country had to be regularly
patrolled to prevent the inhabitants returmng. To do this
more effectively a portion of the force was sent into the
Kagha Valley, the inhabitants of which had made their sub
mission. Several arrests were made from time to time, and
there were a few bands of men who regularly inhabited some
almost inaccessible hills in the neighbourhood, but their
movements were very difficult to follow.
While in the- Kazha Valley the troops surprised a village
called Dadam, on the Affghan border, and lying under the
crest of the range which divides Affghanistan from Waziristan. The march was a severe one, being 28 miles with a
severe climb. The 1st Punjaub Infantry leading the advance
was fired on, so the flecks were driven off. As this column
was proceeding up one of the narrow valleys a storm came
on in the hills, and a catastrophe was imminent. The water
came down like a wall the men scrambled on to the sides as
well as they could, but three battery mules were carried away
one being drowned. One of the men too who had got on
a rock in the middle of the torrent was rescued by another
man of the battery at the risk of his own life.
The news of all the fighting on the Peshawur border had
recently been received, and it is strange that it did not create
more excitement in this part of the country. No doubt the
presence of two strong brigades had a quieting effect, We
know for certain that the Mullah Powindah received several
deputations urging him to raise a lashkar and join in the
common cause. He rejoined that the Government forces
all round were too strong for him to attempt it. Our spies,
however, dogged his footsteps, and we had news of all his
movements. The Madda Khels, too, were followed. They
were at this time in negociation with Sherindil Khan, the
governor ot Khost, and drew their supplies from that country.
Some of them had settled in Birmal; some further north ;
some were wandering at large. It was evident that the large
proportion would have to make amove shortly, for the advent
of the cold weather was at hand, and an elevation of 7,000
feet is not balmy in this latitude. The Ameer of Afghanistan
had, it is reported, offered them territory in Turkistan in the
| event of their-not complying with our terms. In the mean-
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time there were many meetings of headmen of various tribes
—both in Afghan territory and in the Mahsud country—but
no definite line of action appears to have been decided on,
owing, chiefly, no doubt, to mutual distrust aud dissension.
On October 4th a column consisting of 1,000 rifles, 4 guns,
and 20 sabres set out from Sheranni for a fortnight’s trip. We
were to visit the Upper Shawal Valley, moving up to the Afghan
border at D otoi; then one march south of the Zawe valley, and
cross over into Shawal, the return march being made over the
Khina Narai. The transport was a great difficulty. A suffi
cient quantity of mules could not be found, as we had already
sent some 2,000 away to the Tirah Expedition, and to meet
requirements 400 camels had in addition to be taken. The
country was practically unknown, and we had to rely on
native reports as to the feasibility of the passes for camel
transport. We knew, however, that for the first two marches
the road was very easy, and hoped that we should manage to
give them very light loads when the rest of the journey was
met with. On the way to Dotoi a survey party was sent to the
top of a big hill called Charmina. The top is only accessible
on one side. This was held by a party of 30 to 40 Madda
Khels, and a livelyskirmish ensued. The escort was a half com
pany of the 1st Sikhs, who drove their enemy off after about
half an hour’s firing, at intervals. This party followed our
march persistently, keeping to the high hills and coming- down
to have a few shots when a favourable opportunity presented
itself. Camp was pitched just between the junction of the two
streams the Murgha and the Mastoi, rapid mountain torrents,
about the course of which not much is known except that the
former has its origin beyond Birmal and the latter in the
highlands of Jadran. W e stayed two days at Dotoi to com
plete surveys and reconnoitre the hills, but though it was
known there were parties of the enemy still lying on the slopes
of the mountains to the south, we could not come up with
them on this occasion, although we were more successful
later on.
I was informed that all the inhabitants
have secure retreats to which they can retire in case of em er
gency, and such hiding places are guarded by pickets night
and day. The Mastoi was found to hold very respectable fish
they were called snow trout, in reality I believe they are a
species of barbel. Any bait seemed to be good enough for
their unsuspecting natures, and they took worms, paste, or
meat with equal avidity. The presence of these fish had been
discovered on a former occasion when we had visited Dotoi
about a month earlier. At that time the village was deserted,
and the troops were having their mid-day meal in the shade
of some trees when they were rudely disturbed by the firing
of several shots into their midst, and consequently there was
not time to pursue the gentle art. Our next march was over
a pass called the Sind N arai into the Zawe Valley, our in
formation went to show that it was practicable for country
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camels, but on inspection it did not look inviting. The last
300 yards was a gradient of 1 in 4 to 1 in 5. I have now
learned that camel roads are merely a matter of a few hours
more or less if you are accompanied by Bengal sappers and
miners. In the space of two hours a new alignment had
been made and a good path zigzagged up to the top. Two
camels only fell over the hill side. ,The Zawe is a beautiful
valley, very fertile, lying at an elevation of about 6,500 It.
The slopes on both sides are covered with fine chilgozas. The
space of cultivated land varies in width from ^ mile to a
few hundred yards. The villages appeared much neater,
much better built than any I had previously seen, and the
towers were ornamented with frescos and painted wood in a
most fantas.ic style. The inhabitants of this secluded vale
assert that they are not Waziris at all. They style themselves
Saidgis, being descendants of a holy man of time gone by of
that name. I believe it is true that they are regarded by their
neighbours with a certain amount of veneration, for they are
not subject to constantly recurring raids like their neighbours,
and in consequence appear to be well to do. Their valley was
covered with crops, and I saw very large flocks of goats and
cattle being herded in the evening. Our camp was pitched
near a small village called Mela Miradin, close to the edge of
: the forest. We halted two days as our track laid over an un
known range of hills. Native reports had previously informed
us that we should not be able to get laden animals over it ;
now that we were on the spot it was said we could move easily.
I went early in the morning to see for myself. It was called
the Lar-i-Zhawur Ivhula, or road with the “ deep mouth ” and
it did not belie its name, within two miles of camp I got up
the top whence I had a grand view. The Shawal Valley,
whither we were bound, was spread out like a map, stretching
away to the south for [some 16 miles. A beautiful rolling
country, thickly wooded on the slopes with pines of various
descriptions. On the one side, on the west, was Shuidar, over
looking Dalta Khel, but quite blocking out all glimpse of the
country in that direction, and to the other, on the south-west,
the biggest hill of Waziristan called Pir Ghal, all Mahsud
country. It is in the ravines of Pir Ghal that the Mahsuds
have their retreats in time of trouble, but not even these
availed them during the winter months of 1894-95, when they
were routed out by three brigades under Sir W. Lockhait.
Hard work, no doubt it was, entailing bivouacks at
altitudes of 7,000 and 8,0jo feet in frost and snow.
He reckoned two days would be necessary to put
the track in decent order, so our camp had to remain
, at Mela Meradin till the work was done. Various
items of news reached us, one—which we were anxious to
hear—was to the effect that the mullahs about Makin were
going about with “ dhols,” or drums, calling the people to
arms ; this was authentic. Another was that the head men
of the Kabul Khels and the Madda Khels had agreed to raise |

a lashkar to attack the column while in the Zawe valley, but
that they had been ordered to desist by the Afghan governor
at Margha. I fancy that Afghan governors on the frontier
have been receiving some fairly definite instructions lately
from the Amir in the matter of his subjects joining in attacks
on our troops. This reputed gathering was to take place in
Boimal, about eight or ten miles oft. Our survey party filled
up several blanks on our map while we were here.
Before going away the head men came to see the General
with several requests. One petition stated that it was quite
evident that the ‘S irk ar’ intended to take ever the administra
tion of all the country of the border tribes. That it had been
the custom from time immemorial that they, the Saidgis,
should pay no taxes to anybody on account of their superior
sanctity, and begged that this privilege should be still
continued. Another prayer was to the effect that some of
their mullahs owned land in the neigbourhood of Maizar, the
country of the Madda Khels. and that the troops had cut their
crops, and now they were afraid to go and begin ploughing
again. They, of course, denied all complicity in the affairs
of June 10th. It is true that I have only found one man who
has ever acknowledged to having had anything to do with
the matter. He was an individual who vvas required by the
General only a few days ago to give information on some
small point. First the man was asked his name. As usual,
he would not say his name, but nudged his companion and
said, “ You tell him my name.” I cannot understand why the
Wazri objects invariably to telling his name, but he has no
objection to another person telling it for him. Well, when the
name was at last elicited, the interpreter se id, “ And I suppose
you too were not at Maizar at the fight on the 10th June.’’
The reply was “ Yes, I was, and a jolly good fight I had too.”
To be continued.

MARRIAGE.
Grinsell—-Ryan.—At Holy Trinity Church, Kingwilliamstown. Cape Colony, on the 18th inst., by Rev. B. E.
Holmes, S. I. O. Loughlin Grinsell, M.B., C.M., Edin.,
L-M. Dub., of Stutterheim, second eldest son of Major
S. D. N. Grinsell, late 50th, The Queen’s Own Regiment,
13, Dean Terrace, Edinburgh, to Maud, eldest daughter
of Benjamin Ryan, Esq., Montague House, Kingwilliamstown.
T he T erms of Subscription are as F ollows :
The Officers o f both the Line Battalions and Depots, 6d.
per month•
Other Subscribers, with Almanac, 3s. 6d .; without Almanac,
3s. per annum, including postage.
Copies will be sold at id. per Number to Non-Commissioned
Officers and Men serving with the Colours. I f sent by post•
is. 6d. per year.
Extra copies or back numbers can always be supplied.
Price o f back Numbers, 6d.
A ll Subscriptions payable in advance, and all C o rresp o n d en ce
to be addressed to • T h e E d ito r, The Queen's Own Gazette,
The Barracks, Maidstone.
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PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS.
1st BATTALION.
Quarter-Master and Hon. Captain A. E. Mansfield
retires on retired pay, dated 22nd June.
Sergeant-Major Stanley Janies Barton to be QuarterMaster with the hon rank of Lieutenant, vice Hon.
Capt, Mansfield, dated 22nd June.
Promoted Col. Sergeant, Sergeant Whittard, 26th
March; Promoted Sergeant, Lee-Sergeant R. Fleet, 26th
March ; H. Jury, 29th March; A. Tapp, 21st April.
Appointed Lee-Sergeant, Corpl. H. Mason, J. Feuillade,
G. Winstanley, 23rd May.

THE

FRONTIER RISINGS.

AN AFR ID I’S VERSION.
[FROM AN INDIAN PAPER.]

He was the most presentable out of the ragged crew which
the political officers chose to call the representative Jirga. He
wore the same slate-coloured shawl and dirty pyjamas; but
he had a new Khyber rifle loongi on, and three medals
dangled from a cord round his neck. He had been ahavildar
in a Punjab Infantry regiment, and spoke Hindustani better
than do most Afridis, so I separated him from the crowd and
tried conversation with him ; you may take his side of the
question fdr what it is worth, but it is interesting.
“ Well, Saheb, I don’t know more than this but that I was
on my way to Maidan last spring and I passed through Chora.
There I met Yar Mamahad, and he told me that if I wanted
to get service with the Amir Saheb, that now was my chance,
since all the Mullahs had been summoned to Kabul, and that
Mullah Indrej was going. Wishing to see Kabul I changed
my plans and went to China instead of Maidan, and I found
'n China four Maidan Mullahs in Indrej’s house, so I went
with them to Kabul. At Jellalabad we found many Mullahs,
and the Waziri Mullah told us of the object of the Amir
the date for jehad and that the Amir Sahib would give the
date. And so we all went to Kabul and sat there several
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days, and there were Mullahs from all the Sunnis, even
Mullahs of Hindustan. And after we had sat there some days,
some of the Amir Saheb’s men told us that as jehad was good
for all Mohammedans, we should all make jehad against the
white Kaffirs when a date should be given : moreover the
Mullah from the land of the Sultan told us that all the white
Kaffirs from over the sea had combined against the Sultan,
and that the Sultan had prevailed and slain them in tens of
thousands. We were then all told to go and make ready
against the date that should be given. And so we dispersed
and returned to our homes, not knowing what was in store ;
for though we had been told to prepare for jehad, yet there
was no definite date fixed, and from that time men gathered
in knots in their homes and talked of our relations with the
British Raj, and with the Mullahs’ mouths full of jehad, men
soon remembered all grievances, and by daily conversation,
their grievances grew greater and greater, until there was
not a man, Afridi or Orakzai, who did not believe that
nothing but jehad could save our independence. And when
blood was in the air, there was nothing that could stay the
young men. Then we were told of Swat Boner, and then in
a week and ten days more, news came to Maidan from
Jarobi that Shabkadr was to be looted, and the Mohmand
Mullah asked the Afridis to join him in the sacking of
Peshawar as he had seen in a dream Peshawar City given
to the flames.
“ But I want to know,” I asked, “ if you had direct help
from the Amir.”
“ I never heard it with my own ears, but I know that many
were for months allowed to buy ammunition along the border
Saheb wished^o be quit of, ammunition which he had bought
but inferior to his own manufacture.”
“ And did you fight against us 1”
“ Without a doubt. W hat could I do ? My house is in the
centre of Tirah, and if I had not joined the laskhars what
chance would there have been for me and mine? ”
“ Well, where were you? In which of the big fights 1”
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“ I was at them all from the Khyber to the last fight in the
Bara Valley.”

“ Why did you not defend the passes into Maidan more
stoutly 1”

“ Tell me about the Khyber.”

“ Because we have no maliks, and as soon as we knew that
“ There is little to tell, Saheb. W e were for some days in you were really coming, it became each man for himself, for
Bazar and then we came across. Some said that help was we were as afraid of each other as we were afraid of you,”
coming from Landi K hana, so we went to Lundi Kotal, and
“ Then no one designed those rearguard attacks 1”
then they told us that the Pultans were coming up the
Khyber, so we attacked Lundi Kotal more hastily then we
“ No, you have but to fire a pistol in Maidan to have a
had intended, for we were determined to be gone before the gathering of fighting men ; how much more when you fire
Pultans arrived.—We lost some men at Lundi Kotal because guns. As soon as the watchmen saw that you were coming,
we were in this hurry, but after the first day, news came that we took our people to a place of safety and then returned to
there was no movement from Jamrud, so we talked with the fight in the evening.”
defenders of Lundi Kotal and after that it was all right. It
“ And down the Bara Valley, were you there ?”
took some time to get the men together after the fighting of
“ Yes, I got there for the last two days. We did not believe
the Khyber, and I was sent with a letter to the Kuki Khels
that you would go down that way, because you had made
to tell of our successes, and to threaten them if they did not
friends with the Malikdins. W e thought that you would just
send their lashkar to the Samana. At first we had not
go to Dwatoi, while the other half went to Arhanga, and that
thought much of the fighting, but by now we had tasted blood
| you, at Dwatoi, having deluded us into the belief that you had
and had been successful, and we believed that all was true
I gone, would return and have us between the two forces in the
that was said by the Mullahs, and that the strength of the
Maidan plain. But when the news came that you had really
Kaffirs was gone. Then came the long wait and the
gone down the Bara valley we, who were refugees there, took
gathering’ of the Pultans at Kohat, and the Mullahs still
all our families into safety and then returred joyfully, for the
said that the Sirkar was only trying to frighten us, that they
Mullahs had prophesied that a Kaffir army would be dehad sent an army to the Mohmands which had been eaten up
| stroyed by us in the Bara Valley.”
by the Mohmands at Kamali, and that the Sirkar, never
“ Well, are you satisfied ? ”
daring to continue to fight with us, would make terms at
“ Yes, we are satisfied. We have suffered great fosses, and
Shinwari, and that we should get the Khyber money doubled,
we
do not wish to suffer more, or we should not be here. We
and our salt free. So the Aka Khel Mullah sent a letter to
Kabul chronicling our successes and promising to be able to are not afraid, but we are too poor to fight against a Kingdom.’
pay homage to Afghanistan for the whole of the British
“ W hat was the real cause 1”
territory down to Jhelum. But the roads crept slowly up the
“ Saheb ask the Mullahs, and those who taught them. I
Samana, and the jirgas at Khanki and K arappa thought
only fought because I had to. Salaam !”
that it would be well to mass in front of the Samana, for at
Ane he stalked off to join the rest of his wild brethren.
that time we were many.”
“ And that resulted in Dargai,

Tell me about Dargai 1 ”

“Saheb, we are but poor folk at the best, and we have no
magazines or arsenals.
W e fought as long as we had
ammunition. We did all that we could. The Sirkar was too
strong for us ;it has thousands of mules with ammunition, and
we have to refill old cartridge cases. And then the guns. A
Mullah at Dargai said that he would count the number of
rounds fired by the guns, and that we should kill a man for
each round; but he gave up counting, they were too many.
We were not beaten at Dargai, but our confidence was gone.
The lashkar broke up that night, for it was evident that we
could not keep you out, so men went to remove their goods
and families to a place of safety. ”
“ And your losses ? ”
“ Who can say, Saheb ? Dead men were surely carried
away, but they were not great.”

REGIMENTAL DINNER.
The annual dinner of the ist and 2nd Battalions (50th and
97th), which for some months past has been announced in
the Queen's Own Gazette would take place at the Grand
Hotel on June 21st, is now a thing of the past. An unusually
large number of members were present, thus fulfilling one of
the principal objects of the dinner, viz., to bring together
once a year as many as possible of those who have servedi
and of those who are still serving, in the Regiment.
One officer was present for the first time who has been a
member of the club ever since it was started in 1886, but who
has always hitherto been abroad at the time the dinner has
taken place.
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And there were also others who perhaps have had the
opportunity of being present in previous years, but who, this
year at all events, were present for the first time.
These, we hope and believe, will now become regular
attendants, and we trust that next year there will be even a
better gathering than there was this year, when no less than
47 were present.
The following is an alphabetical roll by
ranks of those present :—
Major-General

Leach,C.B,

Colonels Bayly,
Tweedie, D.S.O.

Brock,

i
Richmond,

Safford, and
5

Lieut.-CoIonels Alderson, Armstrong, Belgrave, Churchhill, Clarke, Cummings, Grove, Johnson, Vander Meulen,
and Wilson.
10
Majors Daniel!, Evans, D.S.O., Harrison,
Maunsell, Morse, Smith,and Wintour.

Leckie,
8

Captains Beeching, Burbury, Dalison, Heygate, Hick
man, Kennedy, Lees, Lowe, Mann, Marshall, A. Martyn,
A. Wood Martyn, Moody, Montgomery-Campbell,
! Umfreville, and Venables.
16
Messrs. Davies, Druce, Hope, Long, Molony, Muspratt,
and Forestier-Walker.

7
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1 st

BATTALION CORRESPONDENCE.
D um-D um.

Dear Mr . E ditor,

The chief characteristic of the month of May in Lower
Bengal appears to be great heat varied by most violent storms
of wind and rain. These latter certainly cool the air for the
next 24 hours, but they are very dangerous while they last, as
the branches come off the trees like leaves, and the trees them
selves are frequently uprooted and blown down.
The only event of importance lately has been the Queen’s
Birthday. We had the usual parade here in the morning and
in the evening. A special train was run to Calcutta and back
to enable men to see the torchlight tattoo in Fort William.
Our drums took part in it, and the show was such a success
that over R2,ooo were handed over to charities.
The fortnightly competitions this month have been Athletic
Sports (3 events) and Swimming Races. I send you a list of
entries for the latter.
The Association football season has begun, and the regiment
has entered for the Calcutta League and also for the Calcutta
Shield. The League consists of 8 teams, and we have already

.

1371
—

—

— —

-

-

,

played one match (against the Gloucester regiment), which
resulted in a draw.
1
Hockey has just been started in the regiment, but it is too
late in the season to do much this year.
Unfortunately fishing in the church tank, which afforded
amusement to so many men, has had to be stopped owing to
very natural objections on the part of the Caboo, who rents the
pond from the Government. He is said to pay R600 a year
for it.
Sergeants Bowman and Fleet belonged to a confederacy
which drew a horse in the Calcutta Derby Sweep this year,
being wise, they sold half the ticket, and as the horse was not
placed they have scored considerably..
A sporting correspondent sends an account of a boxing 1
match which will interest many of your readers, as very few
saw the match itself.
We must offer our heartiest congratulations to Major Evans ■
on getting his well earned D.S.O., and hope that it will lead |
to further honours.
Second-Lieut. Jackson has also been rewarded by being
given promotion to the rank of Lieutenant in the Royal
Warwickshire Regiment.
Captain Pedley is on the point of going home to take up the 1
5 years’ appointment of Adjutant to the 3rd Volunteer Battalion !
at Woolwich.
To everyone’s regret, Captain Mansfield and Lieutenant
Hope are both leaving the service ; the former to settle down
to civilian life near Maini Tal, and the latter to try his hand
at the Bar.
The officers of both battalions are putting up a memorial to
the late Lieut. Browne-Clayton in his parish church at home,
and a large photograph of him now hangs in the officers’ messThe photographs taken by Armourer Sergeant Gregg on
service have now been printed, and form a most interesting
record of the movements of the battalion.
This is the season for mangoes, and till lately a small fruit
called the leechee, which somewhat resembles a grape in
flavour, has been very plentiful.
The gold-mohur trees are in full blossom, and although we
are in the middle of the hot weather the whole place is
beautifully green ar.d very different in appearance from an
up-country station at this time of year. About the middle of
next month the rains begin and then, if report be true, DumDum becomes a dismal swamp.
ist

B attalion Correspondent.
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BOXING CONTEST AT DUM-DUM.
PRIV A TE MANSFORD, R.W K., AND PRIV ATE HANDFORD,
G LO STER R E G T .

Good Conduct Pay has been granted to the undermentioned,
as under :—
Granted 4d. Pte. W. Elliott.
Granted 2d. Ptes. W. Harrison, W. Webber, H. Platford,
S. Mitchell, H. McFadden.
Granted Id. Pte. F. Stillman.
Restored 2d. Pte. E. Mansfield.
Restored id. Ptes. A, Lee, A. Clark, A. Murphy, W. Ryan.

A battle between the above well-known light weights was the cause
of a select gathering near Dum-Dum on May 8 th. A sporting nlember
of the civilian fraternity of Calcutta having offered a substantial purse,
the meeting was arranged to take place in a large factory at Chitpore.
In addition to many civilians a sprinkling of officers and N.C.O. s oi
both regiments Witnessed a well-fought contest, which repaid the
energy required for leaving the downy at the somewhat barbarous
hour of 5 a.m. Both sides were confident ot the ability of their repre
sentative, and speculation was brisk. The preliminaries of weighing,
All ranks must rejoice at the recognition of his services
appointing referee, etc., having been disposed of, the men made their
Major Evans has received.
He was summoned to Windsor
appearance in the ring, Pte. Handford leading, with Col.-Sergt.
on 25th June, and personally decorated by Her Majesty with
Butler as chief second. Shortly after Pte. Mansford stepped in, closely
followed by his seconds, Pte. King and another.
A buzz of the D.S.O.
excitement greeted the men, and opinions were slightly in favour of
the Gloster, who was the sturdier of the two, and showed more
training. On taking the centre no time was wasted in getting to
work, Mansford having slightly the best of the exchanges. H e sent
OBITUARY.
j the left home in the darby three times, and then received on the jaw.
— Handford visited the nose heavily,and turned on the ruby fluid. The
skilful use of the towel and sponge removed all trace of fighting, and
It is with great regret that we have to announce the death
both came up fresh for the second round. Mansford shook his man
of Captain J. Golding, late 1st Battalion, at Walsham-leup every now and again by a heavy left-hander on the body. The
sawdust on the board floor was evidently very difficult to stand up on,
Willows, on the 22nd June. He was invalided home from the
Mansford in particular going down frequently for this reason. About
frontier in December last, and had apparently recovered, but
the 6 th round it could be seen that Handford had the best ot the bout,
and his forcing tactics drove Mansford to the ropes time and again.
got a relapse, which ended fatally.
He, however, kept on in a most game and determined way, and made
good use of his left. In the ;th round a fierce and rapid exchange
He had only been recently promoted to a Company in the
took place, but at the end of it Handford fought his opponent all over
Suffolk Regiment, as a reward for his good services.
the ring. Mansford struggled gamely to continue, but in the 9 th
round went down from a bang in the jaw, and, the ten seconds being
duly counted out, a frantic cheer from the Glosters.’ corner met the
referee’s decision in their favour. Mansford fought most pluckily, 1
and even in the latter rounds put in some sledge-hammer blows. I 2nd BATTALION
CORRESPONDENCE.
There was naturally some little excitement round the ring at times,
—
—
and the referee, who was scarcely strong enough a man, had some
difficulty in restraining the respective seconds from hurling epithets i D ear Mr E ditor,—
at each other. After being warned, however, they desisted, and the
Our time in Ireland is almost over. Over two and-a-half
fight concluded with a general handshaking all round. A four-mile
ride back to Dum-Dum ended a most enjoyable morning’s sport. Our
years have we been quartered in Dublin, having arrived here
representative is now anxious for another go, and with more training
from Enniskillen and Londonderry in November, 1895.
shou'd win. May I be there to see.
T. R. P.
0

SWIMMING

COMPETITION.

---------- o-------- —
(1) 100 Yards.— 1st Presland, 2nd Simmonds, 3rd Edwards.
Also entered, Bacon, Stevens, Knight, Hissey, Bellinger, Moir,
Steed.

We leave by special steamer for Holyhead on Thursday
evening, June 30th, and from there, by two special trains, we
go to Aldershot, where we are due about noon on Friday,
July 1st.
It is about thirty years since the Battalion was at Aldershot.

From there we join the Northern Force, under the Duke of
I Connaught, for the manoeuvres, and after they are over,
(2) T ub R ace.— 1st Edwards, 2nd Simmonds, 3rd Avis.
Chatham is our destination. It will be our second tour of
Also entered, Canicott, Bacon, Stevens, Bellinger, Moir.
Chatham since we came home from South Africa ; as it has
(3) D iving.—1st Simmonds 1.50, 2nd McAnulty, 3rd been our second tour of Dublin.
Edwards, tie, 1.53. Also entered, Bacon, Sleocum, Canicott
At Aldershot we shall be under canvas,, and belong to the
Moir, Steed.
Brigade commanded by General Hillyard.
In my last letter
(4) 100 Y ards.—For men of Gloucester regiment.
to you I alluded to the four companies which were about to
commence their firing at Kilbride. These companies, which
went out on May 26th, returned on June 4th, and the
1st BATTALION INTELLIGENCE.
recruits returned a few days later. The we ather was very cold,
-------- c—-----stormy and wet, with the inevitable result 1 hat the scores were
Boy E. Collins has been appointed Drummer.
adversely
affected.
J
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The General, Major-General Gosset, C.B., came out one day, many who are now home from abroad, or who have left
which luckily for him was the one fine day we had. He saw altogether.
some of the companies at field-firing, as well as at targ et.
The Queen is going to stay at Aldershot from July 6th to
practice at 800 yards.
8th, and on the 7th there is to be a big review.
Our annual inspection took place on Friday and Saturday,
2nd Batt. C orrespondent.
24th and 25th. The first day was in Barracks, and devoted as
usual to an inspection in marching order, an inspection of kits,
barracks, institutions, books, &c., &c., and for the officers
2nd
b a tta lio n in te llig e n c e .
sword exercise and theoretical examination—writing orders in
the field. A new feature was bayonet fighting. Some sets of
Pte. W. Harvey and H. Taylor have been discharged at
the necessary equiqments were issued a little while ago ; and
their
own request, free after 12 years service.
several men of Captain Martyn’s Company (F) gave an
Good Conduct Pay has been granted to the undernamed
exhibition of their skill. Rain compelled the Companies to
as
stated :—
take shelter before the General’s arrival, and though it cleared
off after a while, and most of the Companies were then enabled
Granted 2d. Ptes. G. Eaton and J. Coomber.
to parade out of doors, the effects of the rain was to mar the
Granted id. Lance-Corporal J. Howden, Pte. W. Parry, J.
efforts of the men to some extent.
Couchman.
Lance-Corporal Goodchild has been awarded a Field-Works
A man’s appearance in marching order is not improved by a
certificate.
shower of rain, even if he gets under shelter fairly quickly.
Pte. J. Fox has rejoined the colors and joined the Battalion.
And we should naturally have liked the General to have
Corpl. E. Emmerson has been awarded a certificate as Asst.seen the Battalion all together in the open, for their turn out Instructor in signalling.
was excellent.
On the second day we paraded for inspection on the Fifteen
Acres, Phoenix Park. Rain, which had been threatening, fell
, heavily. It was bad luck, for the inspection could not be
| postponed.
The rain ceased for a bit, while the various officers were
examined in drill and manoeuvre. But when the Battalion had
to carry out an attack it rained very heavily, and the results
were not only wetting, but hardly improving to our best sergesWe are sorry to learn that there died in Dublin one well
known for many years as side-drummer in our Band*
Corporal Horrigan.
He left us in 1884 to take up the ap
pointment of Sergeant-Drummer on the permanent staff of one
of the Militia Battalions of the Dublin Fusiliers.
A terribly sad accident occurred the other day.
Private
Kennard, who had not joined the Battalion many months from
the Depot, went to fetch his master’s (Lieut, and Adjutant
Buckle) bicycle from a shop. The machine appears to have
skidded, with the result that the shaft of a car struck Private
Kennard. Poor fellow 1 He only survived a short time. His
injuries were internal, and though an operation was performed
by one of the most skilful surgeons in Ireland, the loss of
blood and shock to the system was so great that recovery
was well nigh hopeless from the first. Ko blame is attached
to the driver of the car.

Aldershot being so accessible from London, we hope to see

DEPOT

INTELLIGENCE.

Lance-Corpls. F. Malt, W. Collins, A. Goodchild, Ptes. W.
Uings, J. Murphy, have joined the Depot from the Home
Battalion for duty.

3rd BATTALION INTELLIGENCE.
--------------- 0 — —

The 3rd Battalion were inspected at Shorncliffe on 22nd
and 23rd June by Colonel Beckett, C.B., 3rd Hussars, Com
manding Troops, Shorncliffe.
On the 23rd, Major-General Sir F. Butler, K.C.B., came
over from Dover and saw the march past, and inspected the
Battalion in line, in review order.
Both the Inspecting Officer and General Butler expressed
themselves very much pleased with what they saw.
The
march past and advance in review order were first rate, and
the steadiness of the men on parade and their general turn out
were all that could be desired. The usual inspection lunch
was given by the officers to a large number of friends at the
mess, after the review order parade on the 23rd.
Taking it all round, the weather could not have been worse
for a training under canvas. W ith the exception of about two
fine days, it was either wet or a bitter cold east wind.
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The Battalion returned to Maidstone on the 25th, and the
men were dismissed the same day. The new Reserve Forces
Act of 1898 seems to have been well taken up in the R egi
ment, all the officers and a large proportion of the men having
volunteered for service abroad for one y e a r— in case of
emergency.—It may therefore be expected that the training
next year will be lengthened.

VOLUNTEER

INTELLIGENCE.

-------o------GARDEN PARTIES AT HOLLY HEDGE.
The corporals and privates of this battalion gave their eighth
garden party on June 18th at Headquarters, Holly Hedge
House, Blackheath.
The company, who numbered between
600 and 700, included Colonel Satterthwaite, V.D., command
ing the battalion, and Mrs. Satterthwaite, Lieut.-Colonel
Frigout, V.D., Majors E. J. Heward and K. Lemon, and
Lieuts. Marchant, Soames, Pembroke, and Chauncey.
From
4.30 to 6.30 there was music by the Winchester Orchestra, con
ducted by Mr. A. E. Jackson, followed by an open air concert,
under the direction of Mr. J. G. Dickenson, who was assisted by
Private Gibb (M Company), Mr. J. Cooper being the accom
panist. The vocalists were Messrs. Gage, J. G. Dickinson, H.
Knight, and A. Collins, and the Misses C. Pierse and Nellie
Beare. The platform was tastefully decorated with plants and
flowers, and the drill hall, made attractive with flags, trophies,
and mottoes, was set apart for dancing from 8.30 till U , the
the M.C.’s being Corporal Clark and Privates Slater and Crockford. During an interval Messrs. Noakes and Norman gave an
exhibition of animated photographs.
At dusk the back of the
house and grounds were illuminated with fairy lamps with
pretty effect.

and Sergeants Evans and Horobin as M.C.’s, and during an
interval there was a torchlight tattoo in the grounds, under the
direction of Sergeant-Instructor Mills. The decorations in the
drill hall were by the Corporals’ and Privates’ Garden Party
Committee, and the floral decorations by Mr. Child, of
Lewisham High-road. During the evening the back of the
house and the grounds were illuminated with fairy lamps.

DUM-DUM.
The following article is taken from a back number of the
Derbyshire’s regimental paper :—
“ Perhaps some of the readers of I 'm Ninety-five stationed
at Dum-Dum would like to know something of the history of
that curiously named cantonment Dum-Dum (Dum-Dama)
so-called after the elevated mound or Dam-Dama, situated to the
south of the cantonment, and on which stands the building
known as Dum-Dum House, at present the residence of the
Cantonment Magistrate and to which we will refer further on.*
Dum-Dum first came into notice as the place to which the
Nawab of Bengal, Saraj-ood-dowlah, retreated, after his camp
at Sealdab had been beaten up in the fog on the morning of the
3th February, 1757, by Clive, and it was here that on the
day following ‘ The Nawab ratified all the privileges formerly
enjoyed by the English, made restitution of Calcutta, Rasimbazar, and Dacca, permitted Calcutta to be fortified and granted |
freedom of trade and liberty to establish a mint.’

Some time after this Lord Clive converted the old building
then existing upon the mound, or dam-dama, into a country
residence, making alterations in the building, which, although
a place of some strength, was probably ill-adapted for a resi
dence, and adding the upper storey. About 1775 the plains to
the
north and east of the present cantonment were first made
On June 25th the staff-sergeants and sergeants of the
use of as a practice ground for the Artillery. And in 1783 a
battalion gave a garden party at Holly Hedge House, Blackcantonment
was marked out by Colonel Duff, and Dum-Dum
heath, a large company—including Colonels Satterthwaite;
became
the
headquarters of the Bengal Artillery, and so re
V. D. (commanding the battalion), and Frigout, V.D., Major
mained until 1853, a period of seventy years, when they were
Lemon, Surgeon-Major Roberts, and Lieuts. Marchant and
removed
to Meerut as being more central. The fine mess-house
Pembroke—accepting the invitation. A cricket match between
of
the
Bengal
Artillery was purchased by Government in
the sergeants of the battalion, under the captaincy of Sergeant
W. Gomer, and those of the 3rd Volunteer Battalion led by 1863, and was converted into an institute and reading room for
Sergeant D. Dollimore, resulted in an easy win for the former, officers and soldiers under the name of the Outram Institute, as
who scored 96 to their opponents’ 29. The band, under Band a memorial of General Sir George Outram, the Bayard of
master J. B. Church, played in the grounds, and a concert was India. This pleasant resort for the residents of the station,
military and non-military, contains officers’ reading room and
given in the drill hall, under the direction of Sergeant Horobin,
in which Messrs. Austin Ayres (accompanist), Leppard, Alf. library,t soldiers’ reading room, library and billiard and recrea
tion room, theatre and ball room, and a somewhat neglected
Collins, Geo. Renn, Harry Hawkes, Dornbrick (hornpipe), and
Harry Stuart (comedian and female impersonator), and museum, containing a few good anatomical and natural history
Mesdames E. Barrett and Lawrence took part. This was
* Now the Officers’ mess-house,
followed by dancing in the hall with Sergeant-Major Lalley
t Now Warrant Officers’ Club.

I
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specimens, models and arms. The Institute, which is managed
by a station committee, has an average income of Rs. 3,500 and
an average expenditure of Rs. 3,400 annually.
All the
principal papers and reviews are provided, and there is a very
good library. Dum-Dum possesses a fine barrack square
surrounded by airy two-storied barracks, the centre of the
square is occupied by a very handsome old bronze gun, probably
left in or near Dum-Dum by the Nawab Suraj-ood-dowlah when
he retreated from the vicinity of Calcutta, and which bears unmistakeable marks of having been in a very hot corner in some
old and hand-fought action.
There are two churches, St. Stephen’s, Church of England,
with accommodation for seven or eight hundred persons, and
the Roman Catholic church, also a fine roomy structure. The
Wesleyans and Baptists have also places of worship in the
j station.
At Dum-Dum are situated the small arms, ammunition and
cap factories. There are good hospitals for troops and camp
followers and a fairly good bazaar, and the station is well
supplied with water of as good quality as tank water can ever
be expected to be.t Within the church compound is ^
Corinthian pillar in memory of Colonel Pearse, the first Com
mandant of the Artillery Regiment, who died in June, 1790
and to the south of the S.A.A. Factory stands a fine monu
mental column erected to the memory of the officers and men
who fell in the retreat from Cabul in 1841, especially to that of
Capt. Nicholl and the officers and men of the 1st Troop, 1st
Brigade Horse Artillery, who were cut down to a man in defence
of their guns.
There are many good houses in the cantonment and immedi
ately adjoining i t ; one of the best of the latter, Fairy Hall, has
recently been taken as the officers’ mess of the 2nd Derby
! Regiment.
The most conspicuous house is the oije we have already re
ferred to—Dum-Dum House. The origin of this building is
said by Major Smythe, of the Bengal Artillery, Revenue Sur
veyor in 1857, to be enveloped in mystery. According to him
it was said to have been built by a Mr. or Colonel Home.
This is, however, manifestly a mistake, as the only person of
this name in Bengal was John Holme (not Home), collector of
Calcutta in 1770, and it is clear that Clive found the building
in existence in 1757. The more probable story is that it was a
1 stickergab, a hunting lodge of the Nawabs of Bengal, although
from the style of the architecture it would appear to have had
an European, probably Dutch or Portugese, origin.
Smythe
I says : ‘The mound on which i. (a large two-storied house with
buttresses all round) stands, is said to have been raised by a
spirit in the course of a single night, and to this day visions of
X Excellent water is now brought in pipes from the river somewhere near
Sarrackpore.
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ghosts haunt the grounds.’ Bishop Heber, writing in 1821 of
Dum-Dum, says: ‘The Commandant, General Hardwicke,
resides in a large house, built on an artificial mound of con
siderable height, above the neighbouring country, and sur
rounded by very pretty walks and shrubberies.’ (Alas! where
are they now ?).
The house has a venerable appearance, and
its lower story, as well as the mound on which it stands are said
to be of some antiquity, at least for Bengal, where so many
powerful agents are at work, that no architecture can be
durable, and though ruins and buildings of apparently remote
date are extremely common, it would perhaps be difficult to
find a single edifice 150 years old.
This building is of brick
with small windows and enormous buttresses. The upper story
was added by Lord Clive, who also laid out the gardens and
made this his country house. Until last year the building was
allowed to fall into dis-repair, no tenant having been found to
occupy it for about twenty years.
It was said to be haunted,
and every one who looked at the house was told that none
could remain in it on account of the ghosts and disembodied i
spirits that made the night hideous, ‘ revisiting the glimpses of
the moon.’ We have the authority of the present occupant for
stating that he has encountered no spirits worse than Glenlivet |
since he has been in the house. From the elevated roof of this
building, the central tower of the High Court, the camparile of
the Telegraph Office, Post Office dome, and the Cathedral spire
are plainly visible on a clear day, and it is often made use of as
a signalling station between Dum-Dum and Fort William.
To the south-east of the station lie the Salt Lakes, where a
few years ago good wild fowl shooting was procurable, but
owing to the increase of market pot-wallopers and poachers
there are very few birds now to be found; the immense stretch
of low land between the station and the lakes still offers attrac
tions in the ruins for canoeists and centre-board boat sailors.
R.C.S.

AID

TO CONVERSATION.

(From an old copy of the “ Pioneer.”)
----- 0-----[The German Government are distributing to the Austrian
and German armies a special German, Polish and Russian
dictionary with the pronounciation in use in campaigning.—
Vide Home paper.]
t

The Indian Government, we understand, have in the press
a somewhat similar dictionary, intended for the use of the
British soldier in his little expeditions. We are enabled to
publish a few extracts from the Manual of Conversation,
which, it will be seen, is compiled for the most part in
Regimental Volapuk. Thus

1
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Who is this person ?
You are still obstreperous : You must be quiet.
Kone O turn yonder ?
Abby dick givin’, eh ? You baito choop.
W here is the enemy ?
I am going to deprive you of your arms :
Kidderabouts Paythan ?
Bundook broke hai. Pistol no use hai. Chury hum.
Is he in that nullah ?
Smashega ; an’ there you are !
Nullah mallum ? Kooch anybody there hai ?
You must come into camp as my prisoner ;
Is he behind that mountain ?
Sungao! Isturruf. Quick march Paythan. Turn pucker-ower.
Lumber hill woller junter ? Tother side ooper hai ?
Iswasti chello !
Is he in force ?
Here is a camel, load him.
Ivitna them beggars ?
H i! Dekko this old ummin bird o o n t! Uski pormanteau pack
Is he going to fight ?
kurro.
Shindy ho-jaiga ?
He is loaded all on one side and too tightly roped.
Indicate his position.
Sub-cock-eye, slew jam hai. Arsty with that there russey. D’ you
Just you blooming well butloa.
want to cut ’im in arder.
Your information is incorrect.
Does he always make this disgusting noise.
Your a bloomin’ jute bart woller, you are.
Hamshaw hubbly squeals bolter ? wot a jarnwar.
You are not a Malik and I cannot treat with you.
The camels are blocking the path of the Infantry.
Malik bedamned hai ! Orficer ke pars ow, and e’ll malik you.
Hi you oont wallers argee ! ’Ole bloomin’ campaign kiwasty ’ere
Be good enough to stop.
baitega ? Charing Cross nai hai ; picnic nai h a i; Hokec chell !
Hi y i ! Tyro ! Halt there ! Baito or i’ll blow yer hugly ’ead oft'!
This campaign is now concluded.
Drop your gun at once.
Can’t you larai kuro no better than this jat ? Hum barrik kojuiger.
Turn choop or we’ll be back phere and make you sit ooper.
B undock let go, slippy !
I ’m not going to kill you.
Hum nai marrega.
BIRTHS.
Are you afraid ? I shall not hurt you unless you run away :
At Maidstone, on May 31st, the wife ot Col -Sergeant
Durro turn ? Boat eh ? Boat acchy ? Don’t you douro and I won’t
J. Botting; Per. Staff, 3rd Batt., of a son.
marro. But if you douro I’ll marre you. Jehannum ki marfik.
Sumjer ?
DEATH.
Private of a Goorkha Regiment, kindly direct me to the refresh,
At Dum-Dum, India, on 10th May. No. 3454, Pte. G.
ments.
Herrin, 1st Battalion.
Hi you ! Johny, Canteen kidder ? Come along.
I am hungry :
At Dum-Dum, India, on 19th May, No. 4,862, Pte. C t
Khanna hai ? Grub got it ? All right chupatti will do.
Dunning, 1st Battalion.
I want a sheep.
At Nowshera, India, on 6th May, Alice, the wife of
Baba mankta. Ba-ba.
Sergt,
W. Wimhurst, 1st Battalion.
Have you got a fat sheep ? I will pay you for it.
Baba mota hai ? Paisa hai. Kissiwasty no baba ? Do you take
me for a chor ?
T he T erms of S ubscription are as F ollows :
That sheep is urgently required :
Just you dallo a baba-moter woller an none o’ your lip.
The Officers o f both the Line Battalions and Depots, 6d
W hy have you brought me a child ? Kissiwasty Lurker hai ?
per month
Take im away.
W hy do you fly from me ?
Other Subscribers, with Almanac, 3s. 6d. ; without Almanac,
Kyko cuttin about ither-uther ? Phere ou I a’nt goin to marrou
3V. per annum, including postage.
you.
Take your women away from this place :
Copies will be sold at id . per Number to Non-Commissioned
Nickle-jao Bibi log. Pulton owega ah ?
Officers and Men serving with the Colours. I f sent by post,
That Iaoed you.
Are you wounded ? I will get you water.
j is. 6d. per year.
Bullet got it, in sid e ’im ? Boat acchy. Hum pani hai. Turn bait.
Extra copies or back numbers can always be supplied.
P ut up your hands.
Chor do that chury. Ooper you—your sneaking ’ands ! Issimarfik !
Price o f back Numbers, 6d.
More ooper, or you don’t get no pani.
You must not shoot at a man who is giving you water when you are
A ll Subscriptions payable in advance, and all Correspondence
I wounded.
to be addressed to : T h e E d ito r, The Queen's Oivn Gazette.
Dekko 1 Yee bundook hai ; Yee your big thick head hai ; Yee pani
h a i ; Now which ’ill you ’ave ?
The Barracks, Maidstone.
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b a t t a l io n c o r r e s p o n d e n c e .
--------0--------D ear M r, E ditor,—
No orders have yet arrived as to when the Battalion is to
Since the date of our last issue the sad tidings has
move
to Rangoon in relief of the Suffolk Regiment.
been brought us of the death of 2nd Lieutenant John I
Under
these circumstances it seems unlikely that this will be
Sarsfield Comyn.
carried out now before February. September and February
He was seconded last November for special service |
being the two months in which the regiments in Burmah are
in West Africa, and went out last autumn with Captain £ usually relieved.
Marsh (o take up his duty there.
From Captain Marsh I
This state of uncertainty is the source of annoyance to
we heard that 2nd Lieut. Comyn died on July 16th at |
many, especially those who have property to be disposed of,
Lokoja, “ of a very bad type of malarial fever.”
such as ponies and traps, and in other cases billiard tables, &c.,
belonging to the messes and institutes.
We hear from the same source that he “ had done
There is no wish to get rid of them if the move does not
good work out here (West Africa), and was thought
take place till February, and on the other hand a forced sale
much of; and rightly.”
would be most unprofitable.
Colonel Brock rejoined the Battalion, from sick leave, on
The date of the Commission he gained from the ranks
the
16th inst.
was June 24th, 1896.
Distinguished as a gymnast he
On
the 28th July the inter-company tug of war shield was
was taking a leading part at the Military Tournament
pulled for, H Company proving the winners.
of 1896, when his name appeared in the “ Gazette.” In
This challenge shield was presented by the late Lieut. H.
spite of a magnificent constitution physically, he has early
V.
Riddell, in 1892.
succumbed to that fatal climate where so many soldiers
In the first round C Company beat D ; H Company beat B ;
have died.
We can but express our own deep regret I
E
Company
beat F ; G Company beat A.
and our sympathy with his relations and friends.
Second round E Company beat G ; H Company beat C.
Final round II Company beat E Company.
The pulls 'asted a very short time, and one end of the ground
undoubtedly gave a decided advantage, although the spot was
PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS.
carefully selected and appeared to be level.
1st BATTALION
On the 30th July the Sergeants played a football match
Captain S. H. Pedley is seconded for service as an
against
the Dum Dum Small Arms Ammunition Factory, in
i Adjutant of Volunteers, dated 16th July, 1898.
Lieut. O. B. Simpson to be Captain, vice Pedley, dated which the Regiment was victorious by two goals to love.
16th July.
The game was productive of a great deal of amusement to
Lieut. R. B. Hope resigns his commission, dated 28th
the spectators, who turned out in large numbers in expectation,
September, 1898.
Promoted Corporals Lance-Corpls. W. Bailey and D. of watching some rather curious play, and were not disappointed
Holden, 13th August.
Sergeant Taylor amongst others received much applause.
Appointed Lance-CorporalsPrivates O. Minchin and
The officers gave a bicycle paperchase on the 2nd of the
i T- Thompson, 10th August.
2nd BATTALION.
month About five-and-twenty started after Captain Style
Lieut. M. P. Buckle to be Captain, to complete estab and Mr. Hastings, who went as hares.'^They gave a capital line
lishment, dated 16th July.
.Second Lieut. C. Bonham-Carter to be Lieutenant, round cantonments where, although the roads were slightly
j vice Simpson, dated 16th July.
heavy, the scenery amply compensated for it.
The hares ”
3rd BATTALION.
were nearly caught by Mr. Leslie, who came in first. Many
1
c - Norman, Gent., to be Second Lieutenant, dated of the ladies were well up at the finish.
I4th September, 1898.
1st

IN MEMORIAM.
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The Regimental Rifle Team are getting to work again,
and some very promising new hands have been discovered.
Colour-Sergt. Callaghan, who made such a name for himself by
getting second place in the Bengal Presidency Rifle Meeting
Championship, is coaching,
A hockey tournament between Companies has just begun,
and the first round played, in which H Company beat the
Drums by two goals to love.
The drawing was : ist Round, H v. Drums. 2nd Round,
B v. C ; D v .E ; F v. G. ; A v. winners of ist Round.
It is difficult to pick out the winning team, but at present A
and F Companies are rather fancied.
Rugby football is a game played a great deal in Calcutta,
and just now in full swing, but having had few chances of
playing up country the regiment has not got a team together.
An attempt is to be made this week in a trial game. It is
hoped that the men who have ever played the game will come
forward, so that we may be able to enter a respectable team for
the Calcutta Cup.
Captain Hewitt’s Company, B, was relieved at Barrackpore
on 19th inst. by E Company, under Lieut. Simpson. The
move was done by rail instead of the usual method of route
marching, and the difference was much appreciated by the
Companies.
ist B attalion Correspondent.
31st August, 189S.

1st BATTALION FOOTBALL.
----- 0-----SMALL ARMS FACTORY RECREATION CLUB v.
SERGEANTS, ist R.W.K.
One of the most enjoyable certainly, if not one of the most
scientific, games of football during the season took place on the
Regimental Ground on Saturday, 30th July, between the above
teams. There was a good concourse of spectators, and we were
glad to see that the ladies turned out in considerable force.
The weather was all that could be desired, and the ground was
in much better condition than is usually the case at this season
of the year.
Since our arrival here last February there has
always been good fellowship between the S.A.A.F. and our
own Sergeants, but as far as football goes neither team knew
the capabilities of the other. It was the opinion of some of the
members of the club that certain of their players, notably their
centre forward, were rather overtrained, and a little more
practice for the Sergeants of the Queen’s Own would have
been desirable, several during the game working very hard to
little effect with regard to getting possession of the ball, though
their opponents were very effectually bothered.
This was
especially the case with the right wing players.
The first half was uneventful, but it was evident that our
back division, Sergts. Tapp, O'Connell, and Ashby, who all
played a very good game, were much too strong for their

opponents.
In the second half the factory people were never
dangerous. The first goal was scored by Sergt. Murphy from a
pretty bit of combined play with Sergt. Eldred, and shortly
after, from a scrimmage in front of goal, Sergt. Powers suc
ceeded in getting the second goal of the game, which ended in
favour of the Sergeants by 2 to nil.
The merits and demerits of the respective players, and their
achievements on former fields, were the topics of conversation
for some two or three hours after, and a very enjoyable even
ing was spent. The return match is looked forward to with
considerable inteiest, and with a better trained team the
Factory Club may perhaps turn the tables cn their opponents
and secure a victory. This may be so, especially if their centre
forward is “ better fed.”
S pectator.
SERGEANTS v. CORPORALS.
An interesting and closely contested game between the
Sergeants and Corporals of the Battalion was played on the
regimental ground, Dum-Dum, on Wednesday evening, 24th
August, resulting in a win for the sergeants by one goal to love
Considering that both teams were more or less out of training
(this was especially the case with the sergeants) the game was
pretty fast, and at no period was there a certain amount of
excitement lacking. The first half was pointless, and neither
side could claim any considerable advantage. Early in the
second half a goal for the Sergeants was scored through the
agency of Eldred, and though towards the end the Corporals
appeared to stay the better, they were unable to score. In
this they may be considered unlucky, as in order to save a
goal O’Connell was forced to give a penalty kick just on call of
time. Nothing resulted, and the game ended in favour of the
Sergeants as recorded above.
SERGEANTS MARRIED v. SINGLE.
This match, which had been much discussed in the
Sergeants’ Mess, and which, judging from the number and
enthusiasm of the spectators, created no little commotion in
the cantonment, was played at Dum-Dum on Thursday, 25th
inst., and resulted in a win for the single sergeants by three
goals to none. Heavy rain during the day had made the
ground in a fearful condition, and this no doubt prevented our
worthy exponents from giving as scientific an exhibition of
football as they could have wished. The falls and flounderings
in the mud and water, however, afforded considerable amuse
ment to the troops, and the efforts of the various coloursergeants on the field were intensely appreciated by their
respective companies. Two goals were scored by Lance-Sergt.
Nicholson in the first half, and the third, in the second half,
by Sergt. Fleet, who in the opinion of many was palpably
off-side. This, however, was not noticed by the referee. The
number of goals scored by no means represents the state of
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the game, as the single men lost chance after chance of
augmenting their score. From the commencement of the
game it was evident that the single men were too strong for
their opponents, especially in their back division, and Sergt.
Ashby, who played a capital game at centre half back,
neutralised many an attack on the married men’s goal. Sergts.
Murphy and Eldred, forwards, also played a fairly good game
for the married men, but were not perhaps as good as usual,
while on the other side Tapp and O’Connell, backs, and
Crouch and Nicholson, forwards, are worthy of mention. Of
the novices, of whom there were several ori the field, Clr.Sergt. Burge at back played well, especially in the first half,
and Clr.-Sergt. Whittard, who also worked very hard, found
on the following day that it was sometimes better to be a
spectator than a player.

1st

b a t t a l io n

in t e l l ig e n c e .

Pte. F. Carmody has joined from the 2nd. Royal Sussex
Regiment, on transfer,
Pte. W. Allen has been permitted to assume his correct
name, Walter Wm. Ellen.
Bandsman G. Press has attained the age of 18 years.
Pte. W. Long has extended his service to 12 years with the
colours, and transferred to the 15th Field Battery, R.A.
Corpls. W. Cork and W. Plume reverts to Private at their
own request.
Ptes. A. Brown, J. Thompson, and W. Carden have ex
tended their service to complete 12 years with the coloursLance-Corpl. J. Nudd reverts to Private at his own request
Sergt. H. Rogers has been granted a Sergt.-Instructor in
Musketry certificate from Pachmari.
Corpl. J. Tutty, Dr. J. Ford, and Ptes. H. Smith, W.
Palmer, and F. Knight, have re-engaged to complete 21 years’
service.
Pte. M. Upton has been transferred to the 23rd Field
Battery, R.A.
Good Conduct Pay has been granted as under : —
Granted 3d, Pte. T. McCartney.
Granted 2d., Lance-Corpl. H. Loughton, Ptes. F. Knight,
H- Jones, E. W ait, R, Mills, A. Pearson, W. Falkner.
Granted id., Ptes. A. Clarke, R. Thompson, C. Holmes.
Restored 2d., Pte. C. Etough.
Restored id.. Ptes. W. Smith, W. Blake, H Denny, W.
Smith, F. Barnes, C. Newell, T. Mullens, J. Mitchell.
Resume 2d., Ptes. W. Cork and W. Hume.
We have received an application for employment from
Private Boorman, 1st Battalion, and have noted it for due
consideration.

CELEBRITIES
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In his lair, not 100 miles away from the ration stand, I found
him Avhom I was seeking. Surrounded by bottles and perspiring
natives the ruling spirit stood and mopped his clammy brow.
Noticing that I also was slightly heated he thoughtfully sug
gested that we should “ ’ave a tonic.” As I ’d heard that his
regiment had taken a prominent part in the late Frontier Cam
paign, I asked him how he liked active service. This was,
apparently, an unlucky remark, as he growled in reply, “ I
wasn’t took, tho’ I ’m sure I’d have gone wherever they did,
and got the blooming gong too.” As I gazed upon him I felt
it unnecessary to enquire the reason he “ wasn’t took,” ’twas
only too apparent. “ Oh ! yes ” he said in answer to another
question, Dum-Dum’s all right, but I keeps on getting the
“ tap” again, and it ain’t improved by lying on my stummick
on the rainge every morning, as the whole blooming place is
under water. Wot they want ter shoot for with all this rain
abaht beats me. He then showed me the intricacies of his
craft, and also the command he had of the language of our Aryan
brothers, who seemed to annoy him very much. “ W hat are
those funny white things on your left forearm ? ” I asked him
during a pause in the conversation. “ G a rn i” was his
elegant reply, “ Funny white things ! its took me over 15 years
to get them, more than a blooming civilian like you will ever
g e t; I thought you knew something. Aye, you must clear
now, I ’m going to ’ave me dinner.” Feeling that my inter
view had not been very successful, I bade him adieu, with a
'keen sense of the use and importance of the institution over
which my “ celebrity ” presides.
He told me hed tried
lt boating,” but it made him wuss.
Taken from “ The Colonial Military Gazette” of June 18th, 1898
WARRANT OFFICER W ILLIAM TIDESW ELL.
Among the recipients of the Meritorious Service Medal at
Rookwood Camp, in April last, at the hands of H.E.
Viscount Hampden, was Warrant Officer William Tideswell,
of the General Staff, New South Wales Military Forces. Mr.
Tideswell is the oldest paid member of the General Staff.
He joined H.M.’s 50th Regiment on 14th April, 1858, and
served with it in Ceylon from February, i860, till September,
1863, thence proceeding with the Regiment to New Zealand,
in which colony he served from October, 1863. till October,
1866. He was attached to the Commissariat Staff Corps
(supply Branch) from May, 1864, till October, 1866, during
which period he was in charge of depots at Maungtatautara,
Pukerenui, Rangariri. and Papakura in the Waikato.
He
was discharged with the rank of sergeant on completion of
his term of service on 4th September, 1868, and on that date
joined the Permanent Staff of the New South Wales Military
Forces, attaining warrant rank on 27th April, 1S85. He has
thus completed 40 years continuous service.
Mr. Tideswell is at present superintending clerk in the
department of the D.A.A.G.
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FACES.

----- 0----ARMOURER-SERGT. GREGG.
He began his soldiering in the 17th Lancers some 20 years
ago, and learnt his first lessons in fighting against the Boers.
Having learnt all that Birmingham and the cavalry had to
teach him he came to the infantry. Not satisfied with an
intimate and professional knowledge of firearms he has taken
up photography, watchmaking, organ-mending, lock-picking,
and the daily repairs of the regimental bicycles. Without
prying into the privacy of his domestic life it is presumed that
he is a rich man, as he has never been kn own to send in a bill.
He has trained his assistant so thoroughly that it is begining to
be difficult to distinguish one from the other. His dictum
that “ the rifle is rusty ” is accepted as gospel. He has seen a
deal of active service, and each campaign seems to give him a
fresh lease of life. He answers to the name of Dan, and he
can always “ make a job of it ! ”

God, the honour of God’s house, and the beloved memory of
William Clayton Browne-Clayton. Amen.
The hymn “ Ten thousand times ten thousand” was then
sung. Thus in the church of his baptism, in the parish where
nearly all his youthful days were spent, and where he was
prepared for confirmation, the memory of a gallant young
soldier is perpetuated, even beyond the generation of those who
knew and loved him.

2nd

b a tta lio n c o rresp o n d e n ce.

D ear M r . E d ito r,
The manoeuvres are a thing of the past, and the Battalion
is once again at Chatham My last letter to you was written
after we had left Aldershot; but before the manoeuvres proper
had begun.
Manoeuvres on any large scale at home were something
new to most of those who took part in them. The bigger the
forces opposed to one another, the more valuable, very
possibly, is the experience and knowledge gained by the
DEDICATION SERMON IN AGHADE
higher authorities. But by the units employed, there is
CHURCH.
comparatively little learnt, so much is wrapped in what is
On Sunday last the Bishop visited the United Parishes of commonly termed the “ fog of war,’’ and one learns more
Aghade and Ardoyne. The Psalms for the day were chanted, about what has taken place from the London papers of the
the offertory sentence “ Lay not up for yourselves” (Garrett in following day than one could realise from having been an
actor in the scene. It is essential that infantry should be able
D) sung in both churches. In Aghade Church a handsome
to march, and, if the best results are to be obtained, that
brass memorial tablet was dedicated after the Litany, bearing
officers should know their men, their characters and capa
the following inscription :—
bilities, manoeuvres are valuable in this respect.
The
To the memory of
Battalion was well tried, for the heat was abnormal and the
W illiam C layton B rowne-C layton,
hours long, and the Battalion came well through the ordealLieutenant, The Queens Own Royal West Kent
Nearly every day was very hot.
The last day of the
Regiment,
o
'
manoeuvres—the battle of the River Avon—and the following
who fell whilst leading his men in the action of 30th
day—the day of the march past—were very especially hot.
Sept., 1897, at Agra, in the Mamund valley.
The plucky way in which the N.C.O.’s and men stuck it is
Aged 24 years.
known to none better than to their officers. And what esprit
He lies buried on the Malakand.
Erected by his brother officers in affectionate remembrance of de corps and discipline can accomplish is very great.
The Daily papers have informed your readers of the general
his gallant and soldierly conduct.
At the time for dedicating this, the clergy, preceding the Bis- jI and special ideas on which we worked from day to day. The
hop, passed down the aisle to where the tablet was fixed on “ ideas” were continuous, but the question of water and
the north wall of the nave. The Rev. A. E. Bor then said to supply naturally affected, from day to day, the question of
the officer who had come to represent the regim ent: “ Capt. where we should spend the night. Durrington was the last
Marshall, on behalf of myself, the churchwardens, and the camp we were in. There we spent two nights, for from there
select vestry of this parish, I ask you, as representative of the we marched three or four miles to the Review, and from there,
Royal West Kent Regiment, to unveil this tablet.” Having the following afternoon, we marched about twelve miles to
lowered the veil Capt, Marshall then said to the Bishop—“ On Weyhill, where a special train took us to Chatham.
behalf of myself and my brother officers, I request you, my
We left Weyhill about 7 p.m., and we were not due at
lord, as Bishop of the Diocese, to dedicate this tablet.’’ The Chatham until after 11 p.m. Notwithstanding the lateness
Bishop then read the prayer of dedication as follows :—
of the hour, there were many people to witness our arrival,
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the including several officers of the Royal Scots Fusiliers, who
Holy Ghost, I dedicate this memorial tablet to the glory of occupy Chatham Barracks with us.
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The kindness shown by the officers, N.C.O.’s and men, of
that regiment to our advanced party, married people and the
headquarters, on arrival could not well be exceeded. We are
very sensible of it, and deeply grateful for it.
Played from the station to the Barracks by the Pipes and
the band of the Fusiliers, and the band of the Royal Marines,
we thought little of the long and tiring day we had passed,
and much of our kindly reception, and of the fact we should
once more sleep under a roof.
The weather ever since we left Dublin has been extra
ordinarily fine, and, as I have already said, abnormally hot.
The Friday after we arrived we were inspected by the
General (Sir Charles W arren), and the Battalion turned out
excellently in marching order.
The General’s command expires on Sept. 30th., and who
his successor will be we do not known The orders for the
draft have arrived. Captain Annesley takes out 1 Sergeant,
1 Corporal, and 78 Privates in the Dunera on Oct. 27th.
2nd B attalion Correspondent.

KENT FOOTBALL LEAGUE.
R.W.K. v. R.E. TRAINING BATTALION.
The Battalion opened the season on the 28th September
with a match against the Training Battalion, at New Brompton. Fine weather prevailed, and there was a fair attendance.
Though playing uphill, and against both wind and sun, the
Battalion held their own in the opening half, and on changing
ends nothing had been scored. Play in the second half proved
of a faster and more exciting character. After fifteen minutes
Humphreys scored for the West Kents from a free kick taken
by Ball. The sappers worked with determination after this,
and Hutt registered the equalising point. Neither side could
again secure the lead, and an interesting game ended in a draw
of one goal each. The following represented the Battalion :—
Corpl. Parker (goal), Sergt. Bass, Ball (backs), Carter, Corpl.
Canty, Whitehili (halves), Ott, Dudman, Hazlett, Humphreys,
and Taylor (forwards). Referee, Mr. G. Harvey.
The above result on paper is satisfactory, taking into con| sideration that it was our first match, and that owing to the
difficulties entailed by the recent move the team have not had
the training that their opponents have had. Dudman was a
fresh hand, and thoroughly deserved his place. Ball and
Humphreys were not at their best, and if I might suggest it
the latter player would improve his play if he did not try to
be so “ tricky.”
On 24th September the Reserves defeated the Royal Scots
Fusiliers Reserves by three goals to love, Dudman registering
the three goals. Our representatives were : Frost (goal), Mr.
Mulloy, Shaw (backs), Kelper, Whitehili, Mr. Nunn (halves),
Oorpl. Jarrard, Thompson, Mulcare, Dudman, Corpl. Mills
(forwards).
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COMPANY FOOTBALL SHIELD.
The draw for the first round of the above competition re
sulted as follows :—
D Company v. E Company.
H Company v. C Company.
A, B, F, G, H, Band, Drums, a bye.
The first round must be played on or before the 8th October.
KENT LEAGUE FIXTURES FOR OCTOBER.
8th—R.W.K. v. Woolwich Arsenal II. at Woolwich.
12th—-R.W.K. v. Northfleet, at Northfleet.
26th—R.W.K. v. R.F. Training Battalion, at Chatham.
29th—R.W.K. v. Dartford, at Dartford.
In most unfortunate weather conditions the annual drill
inspection of about 200 of the boys of St. Paul’s School was
held at Maidstone Barracks, before Colonel W. H.
Bayly, commanding the 50th regimental district.
The
inspection was to have been held in the barrack field, but
owing to rain was adjourned to the drill hall, where hasty
arrangements for the reception of visitors had to be effected,
where Mrs. Cornwallis presented the medals and prizes for
attendance. After all the books and prizes were given away,
Mrs. Cornwallis was accorded a salute of hand-clapping, and
three cheers. She then briefly addressed the lads, telling
them she was disappointed that she had not been able to
witness the whole cf their manoeuvres, but she was sure from
the little she had seen they could do very well. They could
not help the weather, and they must hope for a more
auspicious occasion another year. As the rain had by this
time ceased, a move was made to the barrack square, where
the boys were marched past the inspecting officer in various
formations. Colonel Bayly then addressed the lads, and said
they did infinite credit to the excellent teaching which they
had received from Mr. Groom and from the SergeantInstructor (Sergt.-Instructor McRedmond). At the call of
the Rev. Dr. Powell, another salute of hand-clapping was
given Mrs. Cornwallis, and a similar compliment was paid to
Colonel Bayly.

DEPOT INTELLIGENCE.
Roll of Recruits who proceeded to Chatham on 12th
September, to join the 2nd Battalion : W. Collison, D. Price,
E. E. Neville, F. Reilly, T. Baker, E. Roots, G. Eades, G.
Camplin, C. F. Smith, J. Newton, I. Laurel, E. Hatcher, E.
Best, A. Bartram, B. Reynolds, M. Christie, F. Gould, C.
Blackmore, C. Miller, R. Curd, W. Standing, R. Wyatt, J.
Howland, G. Stevens, A. Sarney, E. Parsons, A. Thomas, J.
Ryan, A. Sandell, J. Davis, W. Carrington, A. Wakeling,
F. Barnett.
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INTELLIGENCE.

No. 3 Competition (Recruits).-—Pte. Buttersworth, a E,” £2
| 2 s.; Pte. Crockford, “ K ,” £ 1 1is. 6d.; Pte. Shed, “ K,” ;£i
is.; Pte, Quick, ‘‘A,” £ 1 is.; Pte. Hutchinson, “ E,” £ 1 is.
No. 4 Competition (volleys, 500 yards). — Colour-Sergt>
Mitchell, “ C,” £ 3 ios., 23, and Lance-Sergt. Tebutt, “ K,’’
£ 3 ios., 23, divide 1st and zndijprizes; Sergt. Ancrum, “ C,”
£ 1 ios , 21, and Sergt. Dobson, “ Iv,” £ 1 ios., 21., divide 3rd
and 4th prizes.
No. 5 Cempetition (volleys and independent, 300 yards).—
Lance-Sergt. Tebutt, 11K,” ^"4 and challenge shield, 25 ; Sergt
Bryant, “ A,” £ 3 , 20; Sergt. Gomer, “ B,” £ 2 , 19; Sergt.
Dean, “ K,” £ 1 , 16.
Prize for best aggregate in competitions No. 4 and 5, given
by Captain and Adjutant A. Wood Martyn — Lance-Sergt.
Tebbutt’s team.

“ D ” AND “ E ” COMPANIES.
On Saturday last, 17th September, the following- competi
tions took place at Forest Row. The weather was hot, the
I
light bright, and no wind ; in fact it was a unique day for
shooting. This accounted for the excellent scores. The
cup competition was shot for in Queen’s position, 7 shots, and
a sighter at 200, 500, and 600 yards, Bisley target marking.
The top man, Sergt. Hilborn, made 102; his son, Bugler
Hilborn, 101, and Pte. Rumbold, 99, the two latter both being
young shots. Sergt. Hilborn made a possible at 500 yards,
and Bugler Hilborn a possible at 600 yards.
The competition for Colonel Hanley Williams’ Shield,
which is shot for annually by the five best shots of each
|
Company, “ D ’’ and “ E,” was decided by the first fiva
6th Battalion Badge Competition.—Sergt. Hall, “ C,” ios J
shots at each range, excluding sighters, being recorded ; 6d.; Pte. Moir, “ A,” 7s. 6d.
from the cup shoot. The result was a win for “ E ” Company I Cole Challenge Cup.—Lieut. W. F. Soames, 75 ; Captain Tby 26 points. The following are the scores :—
j Marchant, 70 ; Colonel F. W. Frigout, 67 ; Captain M. C.
Matthews, 66.
COL. WILLIAMS’ SHIELD.
“ E ” COMPANY.
“ D ” COMPANY.
Monthly Badge Competition (best aggregate score in three
Sergt. Hilborn.............
Sergt. Dodwell.............. 55 out of the six competitions).—Sergt. Evans “ K ,” 280 ; Pte.
73
Bugler Hilborn .........
72
Sergt. W aters .............
64 Russell, “ K,” 276; Sergt. Kail, “ C,” 272; Colour-Sergt.
Pte. Rumbold .............
Sergt. Coomber ........... 62
70
Sergt. Hyman .............. 62
Sert. Knight .............. 62 Mitchell, 270,
Col.-Sergt. Horner .....
62
Sergt. Hickmott ........... 60
---------- o --------339
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2nd VOL. BATTALION INTELLIGENCE.
-------- 0--------The 39th annual Prize Meeting of the 2nd V.B. Royal
West Kent Regiment took place at the government range;
Milton-next-Gravesend, on Saturday, August 27th, 1898.
The weather proved most untavourable for shooting—an
exceedingly strong wind blowing throughout the day—heavy
rain being experienced during the afternoon. The officers
present were :—Col. F. W. Frigout, Major E. J. Heward,
Captains M. C. Matthews. T. Marchant, G. Morphew, and
Lieut. W. F. Soames, and a strong muster of all ranks.
Appended are some of the results :—
No. 1 Competition (Battalion prizes).—Sergt. Hall, “ C,” £5
5 s, 89 ; Pte. Moir, “ A,” £ 5 ,8 6 ; Pte. Freemantle, “ K,” £ 4
4s., 85 ; Pte. Edwards, “ K,” £ 3 3s., 82 ; P.-Sergt. Smith,
“ B,” £ 2 ios., 82 ; Lance-Corpl. O ’Brien, “ B,” £ 2 ios.,
81 ; Pte. Mansfield, “ E,” £ 2 , 79; Pte. Greenaway, “ K,”
£ 2, 78 ; Colour-Sergt Mitchell, “ C,” £ 2 , 78; Sergt. Evans,
“ K ,” £ 2 , 77*
No. 2 Competition (Range Prizes)—Sergt, Bryant, “ A,’’ £ 1
is., 31 at 200 yards ; Sergt. Hall, “ C,” £ 1 is., 35 at 500 yards ;
Pte. Moir, “ A,” £ 1 is., 31 at 600 yards.

GARDEN PARTY AT HOLLY H ED G E HOUSE.

The corporals and privates of the Battalion gave their ninth
garden party at Holly Hedge House, Blackheath. There were
close on a thousand present, and the grounds were very
prettily illuminated, and the Drill Hall was tastefully adorned
with flags. In the afternoon the Battalion band played under
the direction of Mr. J. B. Church, and in the evening a concert
was given in the Drill Hall, under Mr. H. Knight, assisted by
Private Gibbins, M Company, the programme being contri
buted to by Miss Kate Nelson—who was accorded the welldeserved compliment of a double recall—Messrs. Graham
Dickinson, W. Waterton, A. W. Skinner, Walter Hengler, and
H. Knight, and the Henley and Gorman Trio. The Battalion
bugle band played the “ retreat ’’ in the grounds, and dancing
in the Drill Hall followed, Messrs. Noakes and Norman exhibit
ing, in an interval, pictures of the Battalion in camp at Shorncliffe, from photographs taken by Mr. Thomas White, of 133;
High-street, Lewisham. The M.C.’s were Corporal Clark and
Pvtes. Slater and Crockford, and the executive committee, of
which the president was Major Kent Lemon (canteen presi
dent), comprised Corporals Carter, Jackson, Clark, Martin,
O’Brien, Lloyd, and John Russell, Pvtes. Crockford, Slater,
Gray, Mcrtlock, Ball, Jelley, Smith, Higgett, and Gibbins, and
Cyclist Willan.
“

K e n t i s h M e r c u r y .”
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WITH THE MALAKHAND FIELD FOECE.
(CONTINUED).
BY PRIV A TE O’CONNOR (1st Battalion ).

Our casualties on this occasion numbered about half-a-dozen contused
heads. Some men in the darkness, not being able to discriminate, had
brought their rifle butts to bear upon some unfortunate comrades’
heads, in their own minds arguing, 1 suppose—as soldiers will argue,
and pretty logically too—“ Well, ’ere’s a bloke’s head and ’ere’s at it
before ’e snaps my deferred.” B ut be it said to theoreditof our men’s
good training not a man slipped a round in his ritle, which good sense
on their part prevented the scare from becoming a calamity. I cannot
assign a cause for the scare. It might have originated from the prowliny of rille thieves or the maliciousness of the so-called peaceful, yet
withal, treacherous natives, who probably assembled and raised the yell
for the charitable purpose of robbing us of our much-needed rest. Of
all causes that might be quoted, I think the latter is the most probable.
It must be remembered th a t every man’s endurance had, by the last
couple of days’ hard toil, been strained to the utmost, so it is small
wonder th a t the demonical yell, followed by the shot of a sentry who,
receiving no answer to his challenge, had promptly fired a t someone who
passed his front, should have caused a little irregularity of the sleeping
warriors’ overwrought nervous systems, and thus the momentary con
fusion. This little incident entirely put sleep out of the question, so
nothing was left to do but to await the first note of reveille. 1 might
here mention that previous to lying down I had taken off my boots and
replaced them by a pair of canvas slippers, my feet being rather sore.
The boots I utilised for a pillow At the first sound of the alarm I, of
course, sprang up, entirely forgetting my boots. When the noise had
somewhat quieted down I commenced searching for my “ pedal integuities,” but unfortunately they were nowhere to be found. Conse
quently 1 was compelled to march to Amandarra, 40 miles from Mardan, in these slippers, where I procured a pair from stores on payment.
At a board held recently at Dum Dum to compensate men for articles
I lost on active service i put in a claim for compensation, but was in: formed that my claim was not good enough. If my claim was not good
enough, I might say th a t a forty-mile march in canvas slippers was bad
enough, not to speak of the 7 rupees stoppage for the aforesaid hoots.
5i The reason I speak of this is because this part of my narrative is very
I , appropriate to air my ju st “ grouse.” A t last the bugle announced the
j beginning of another day’s toil.

I

i
Notwithstanding being so early aroused it was quite 5.30 a.m. before
I the march was started. This, 1 think, was owing to some difficulty in
the transport arrangements. .lalalaw as to bo onr next halting place,
11 miles distant. This would appear to the soldier on home service (where
: the thermometer seldom exceeds 70) a very easy march, so I must at once
disabuse the minds of these individuals, and inform them that, taking
into consideration the then existing circumstances, this march produced
1 1 an effect upon us at its termination about equal to that of a thirty mile
inarch at home. The Regiment, and I in particular, felt this march
I , very much. A t starting my feet were in very good condition, so much
so that I began to congratulate myself upon the loss of my boots and
the prospect of marching in easy slippers. After covering the first few
? miles I had reason to think otherwise. A t 6 o’clock the sun began to
make itself felt, and a t 7 my feet followed suit. I t was about 7.30
t when we halted for breakfast—more bread, cheese, and tea. Partaking
of such good fare I began to think th at campaigning was not so bad
[. after all, but then, of course, this was only a preliminary, and the
I weather was too warm to trouble us much with the pangs of hunger.
I After resting 40 minutes or so, the Battalion pushed on, and on arrival
I at Jalala we were, if anything, more distressed by this march than th at
of the previous day. If I mistake not, my company formed the ad
vanced guard. However, I perfectly recollect reaching Jalala, in com
pany with about 20 men under command of 2nd Lieutenant Hope,
literally parched with thirst.
Medical men say th a t after a long march troops should drink at first
very sparingly of water. To issue such an order and to put it into
effect, I venture to remark, is entirely two matters. I can honestly say
that on arrival I drank a t least three pints at one draught, and I don’t
think the officer (for it was he who handed me the half-emptied chattie)
partook of much less. Jalala cannot claim much importance as a camp,
there is, of course, a village, and an outpost, garrisoned, f suppose, by
a few dozen frontier police. Eventually the whole Battalion arrived at
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camp thoroughly worn out, and those of my readers who performed
this march will agree when I say th at while memory remains this
achievement will lie looked hack upon with pride. Sunstroke had
claimed many men from our regiment, and it was pitiful to see the
poor follows raving and struggling in their delirium. I t was owing to the
unselfishness of our doctor, aided by the devotion of the “ Bhisties ”—
who for hours kept a continual jet of water playing on the afflicted
fellows' bodies—that saved many lives. I am only echoing the senti
ments of all good soldiers when I say th at on an Indian campaign
doctors and bhisties are trumps.
An event happened on this day which practically changed our Brigade
to a punitive expedition. It was a despatch to the effect that
Malakhand had been relieved—th at is to say, the few troops who con
sisted of the Fort garrison, by their heroic conduct, had driven off the
enemy, who had retired upon Chakdara, which is a smaller Fort, seven
miles distant from Malakhand. Consequent upon this turn of event's
there was no particular need for forced marches.
This information was received with various emotions. Those who
were sick and unfightable no doubt were pleased, for would it not ensure
them a day's reprieve from the hard marches, but those of us who were
in good health and, naturally, full of fight (and of course we were decidedly
in the majority), received the news with a groan. All our fond antici
pations of coming up with the enemy upon level ground, and demon
strating the utility of bayonet exercise, were dashed to the ground, and
nothing was left for us bloodthirsty warriors than to pass the remainder
of the day in seeking, or rather endeavouring to seek, consolation from the
fact that in a very few days to come we would bo able to get a “ smack ”
at the enemy, although by their taking position in the hills the advantage
would bo decidedly on their side.
Our C.O., probably profiting by the previous night’s experience, formed
the Battalion into a laager, and, in my opinion, I think that this formation
is equally as safe as an entrenched camp, more especially when a regiment
only is marching through a hostile country, for it is obvious that troops
arriving at a place where they are intended to camp for at most a few
hours, would have not much time and inclination to throw up a trench of
any impregnable character. Thus, when practicable, the laager formation
has the advantage of being easily constructed, and the time which would
otherwise be occupied in making an apologetic trench utilized in a far
more essential manner, viz.: giving men a much needed rest.
I strolled about 40 yards or so from camp that evening, and was struck
with the picturesque appearance it afforded. I t much reminded me
of pictures I have seen of gold prospecting trains halted for the night in a
desert, our white covered ambulance tongas giving forth the similarity.
Although turning one’s eyes from the camp any dream of nuggets,
dust, and whiskey at a quid a bottle, which might have been indulged in
would have at once been dispelled, for on three sides of our camp rose the
frowning Himalaya mountains with their snow capped crests. Above all
I was impressed with the supreme grandeur and mightiness of our
surroundings—whilst in comparison our encampment of about 900 souls
appeared nothing more than an insignificant white spot in a practically
uncivilized country. Fortunately for the tribesmen they refrained from
attacking us that night. I say fortunately, for I venture to remark that
never would these fellows have received a warmer reception, as, a t any
moment expecting an attack all hands were on the strict qui vive. We
left this place at about 2 a.m. on the morning of the 4th
August, for Dargai (not the Dargai of bag-pipe renown) 13 miles distant.
Dargai is a small fort, and in view and commanding it stands Malakand.
The regiment encamped within the walls of this structure, and I don’t
think that I have ever inhabited a Warmer place than the interior of
Dargai Fort. Every man seemed dazed with the terrible heat, and to add to
the comfort experienced within these walls the water obtainable seemed
to be in a staie of perspiration. In explanation, it was run through pipes,
and these pipes, presumably exposed to the sun. had caused the water to
almost boil, and as is natural the consumption of this insipid fluid seemed
to add to one’s thirst. The eases of sunstroke in our Regiment were in
creasing to such an extent that the Commissariat Department, at the
suggestion of the S.M.O., wore authorized to issue us with three mauuds
of ice (180 lbs). It appeared to me greatly at variance with nature, the
presence of a block of ice in such a place and timo. Metaphorically
speaking, it was a case of North Pole fraternizing with the South Pole.
With part of this ice our doctor prepared for us pails of iced tonic. At
any other timo this decoction would have tasted nasty in the extreme,but as
circumstances alter all cases, we drank pints of it with relish, aDd it
appeared to have produced a very beneficial effect upon the regiment-—at
least it did upon me. It was with no feelings of regret that I left this
oven of a fort on the early morning of the 6th.

To be Continued.
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SOLDIER’S

BALANCES

UNCLAIMED.

3rd BATTALION INTELLIGENCE.
-------- Q--------

The sums of £13 12s. 6d. and £1 19s. id. are awaiting- the
1 next of kin of the late Ptes. W. D. Chadwin, 1st Battalion,
and A. Clarke, 2nd Battalion, respectively.

Col.-Sergt. J. Booker and Sergt. C. Theobald have joined
a class, assembling at the School of Musketry, Hythe, for
Militia N.C.O’s.
Col.-Sergt. Theobald has lesigned the rank of Col.-Sergt.

We have much pleasure in publishing the following- letter
from an old 50th :—
“ Blackwood,
“ N ewport, M on.,
“ 21st Sept., 189S.
“ S ir,
“ Please excuse me taking the liberty of sending you these
few lines. I thought I should like to let you know that last
Tuesday I followed to the grave the remains of the once
Adjutant of the dear old 50th, George Huntley Gordon
I
was serving with him in the Crimea at the time he was with
the Regiment. It was a large public funeral, but I believe I
was the only old soldier present, and I took care to let them
know it, as I wore my medais (three in number) that I earned
under the colours of the old ‘ Fighting Fiftieth.’ I went 12
miles to do so.
“ I am your humble servant,
“ ROBERT KALBEND.”
Ensign Gordon rose from the ranks of the Scots Fusilier
Guards, and served with the 50th from April, 1855, to Octo
ber, 1856. He served in the Crimea, and was in possession
of medal and clasp “ Sebastopol.” He retired bythe sale of
his commission.

BIRTH S.
A t M aidstone, on 13th Sep tem b er, th e w ife o f Clr.-Sergt.
H. J. B ass, D ep o t, o f a son,
D E A T H S.
A t D um D um , on 8 th A u g u st, N o. 3 ,6 5 9 , P te. W . Cooper,
1st B a tta lio n .
A t D u m D um , on 1 0 th A u g u st, N o. 3 ,4 6 9 , L an ce-C orp l
G-. Sm ith, 1st B a tta lio n .
A t D um D um , on 11th A u g u st, N o. 3,130, P te. G. D ibling
1st B a tta lio n
A t Dum

D um , o n 13th A u g u st, N o.

3 ,2 2 2 ,

Pte. E.

M a tth ew s, 1st B a tta lio n .
In India, o n 1 6 th A u g u st, K a th leen , th e d au gh ter of
Sergt. M. M urphy, 1st B a tta lio n .
A t M aid ston e, o n

2 5 th

S ep tem b er,

th e w ife

o f Dr,

C hapm an, P.S., 3rd B a tta lio n .

INDIFFERENT.
----- 0-----Let the marksman on his laurels rest,
His glory will not fade ;
Likewise those lucky few who just
O’er “ eighty-five ” have made.
I ’ll hie me to the tripod,
The eye-pad and the dot ;
For I am “ well ” that “ worst of bores,”
Called an “ Indifferent shot.”
I’ll try the “ tack,” the “ weed ” eschew,
Forsake the old “ teapot ” ;
Then, perhaps, I’ll some improvement make
In my unhappy lot.
But should I to my woes succumb,
And fly to regions hot,
W ith this inscription o’er my grave—
Killed by “ Indifferent shot.”
A M artyr .

T he T erms

of

S ubscription

are as

F ollows :

The Officers o f both the Line Battalions and Depots, 6d
per month
Other Subscribers, with Almanac, 3a. 6d. ; without Almanac
3s. per annum, including postage.
Copies will be sold at id . per Number to Non-Commissioned
Officers and Men serving with the Colours.

I f sent by post

is. 6d. per year.
Extra copies or back numbers can always be supplied.
Price of back Numbers, 6d.

,

A ll Subscriptions payable in advance and all Corr espondence
to be addressed to • T h e E d ito r, The Queen's Own Gazette
The Barracks, Maidstone.
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MAIDSTONE, NOVEMBER, 1898.

PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS.
1st BATTALION.
Second Lieutenant C. C. Mulloy, to be Lieutenant,
vice R. B. Hope, resigned, dated 28th September.
Promoted Sergeant-Major (W O.) Q.-M. Sergeant W.
Noller, 22nd June.
Promoted Sergeant, Lance-Sergeant A. Andrews, 6th
May.
Promoted Corporal, Lance Corporal C* Newman, 13th
August.
Appointed Lance-Sergeant, Corporal J. Saunders, 23rd
j September.
Appointed Lance-Corporals, Privates W- Gulliver and
W. Bailey, 19th September; J. Smith, 20th September.
2nd BATTALION.
Promoted Sergeant, Lance-Sergeant J. Hanlon, 1st
October.
Promoted Corporal, Lance-Corporal T. Jenner, 6th
October.
Appointed Lance-Corporals, Privates E. Lynes, 21st
September ; G. Barrett, 20th September ; A. Dowell, G.
Eaton, 30th September; W. Kite, 13th September.
DEPOT.
Promoted Sergeant, Lance-Sergeant B. Pond, 1st
October.
Promoted Corporals, Lance-Corporals T. Malt, 30th
September; A. Sayce, 1st October; P. Kevan, 1st October.
3rd BATTALION.
Edmund Perceval Manwaring White, gentleman, to be
Second Lieutenant, dated 26th October, 1898.
Promoted Colour-Sergeant, Sergeant J. Hunt, 27th
August.
2nd VOLUNTEER BATTALION.
Cecil Alfred Soames, gentleman, to be Second Lieu
tenant, dated 5th October.
Captain M. C. Matthews, to be Quartermaster'1 dated
26th October.
Lieutenant E. A. Lovibond, to be Captain, dated 26th
October.
; Lieutenant C. F. Hitchins, to be Captain, dated 26th
October.

L ___

___________

1st

[Vol. XVI, No.11.

b a t t a l io n c o r r e s p o n d e n c e .

--------o--------D ear M r , E ditor,—

In commencing this letter I have the pleasant task of offer
ing the best congratulations of the battalion to the three
N.C.O.’s and men who have been granted the medal for dis
tinguished conduct ,in the field for the late expedition on the
North West Frontier of India.
The recipients are No. 669 Clr.-Sergt. W. J. Willis, No.
2595 Corpl. J. McGee, and No. 2181 Pte. C. Collins.
They were all granted the medal for conspicuous gallantry
at the taking of Agrah and Gat. Clr.-Sergt. Willis was the
only one present at headquarters to receive the medal at the
hands of Colonel Brock. Corpl. McGee and Pte. Collins were
presented with theirs by the G.O.C. of the district at Dar
jeeling.
Cffonel Brock, in presenting the medal to Clr.-Sergt.
Willis said a few words to the Battalion. He pointed out that
the medal he was presenting was a token of Her Majesty’s
appreciation of the services rendered by Sergt. Willis during
the late frontier campaign. It was given to him principally
for his gallant behaviour at Agrah on Sept. 30th, 1897, but also
as a recognition of his services throughout the whole cam'
paign. Colonel Brock said he had heard nothing but the
highest praise of Clr.-Sergt. Willis’ conduct. Always willing,
hard-working, and cheerful, he set a splendid example of what
a good N.C.O. should be. He had won the confidence and
respect not only of all above him but also of those below him,
which is not so easy.
In conclusion Colonel Brock, having decorated Clr.-Sergt.
Willis, congratulated him and wished him all success in years
to come, a wish which will be heartily echoed throughout the
regiment.
The following is taken from orders of the 20th August
The Commanding Officer desires to place on record his
high appreciation of the services rendered to the Battalion by
Captain A. E. Mansfield, who for the last 12 years has held the
appointment of Quartermaster of the Battalion.

The Battalion had the misfortune to be beaten in the first
round of the Calcutta Rugby Football Cup by a Calcutta team
that calls itself the Black Watch. The Challenge Cup was won
by Calcutta A team.

team and entered for the Calcutta Cup. On Sept. 13th we had
a friendly match with Calcutta on their ground. This was
practically our debut in the Rugby world, if we except a match
with the Buffs when encamped together on the frontier. There
has been considerable difficulty in getting together a team.
There are nine officers who play, and at this time of the year
two or three are sure to be away. On this occasion we were'l
without Lieutenants Bush, Leslie, and Greenwood. Consider
ing the very little practice the team have had and the fifteen
we were pitted against—Calcutta being, if not the best, one of
the best teams in India—they are to be congratulated on the
excellent fight they made of it, victory ultimately resting with
Calcutta by the narrow margin of one try (3 points) to nil.
Owing to a heavy downpour of rain just before play com
menced, and subsequent showers while the game was in progress,
the ground was very heavy and slippery, and consequently
play was mostly confined to the forwards. The Calcutta for
ward division were considerably heavier men than ours, and
were continually, able to push the scrimmages. During the
first half Calcutta pressed severely, and play was entirely con
fined to our ‘‘ 25,’’ but by dint of some hard work and good
tackling on our part were only able to cross our line once, this
proving to be the one and only point scored during the game,
On changing ends the pressure was relieved considerably, and
for a short time assumed the aggressive, but were
unable to equalise. During the last ten minutes play was
again kept in our 25, but deepite strenuous exertions Calcutta
were unable to increase their score, and the game ended as
above. Every man in the team played well and worked hard
especially Lieutenants Beresford and Dunlop among the for
wards and Lieutenant O’Dowda and Private Smith outside the
“ scrum.”

Schoolmaster Dellei has kindly written accounts of the
Association League matches, which I enclose.

ASSOCIATION.

“ He has ever done all in his power for the benefit of the
Battalion, and his energy and zeal have been untiring. Full
of initiative, everything he undertook was well carried out. The
Commanding Officer feels sure that all ranks will bear in mind
the good woik Captain Mansfield has done for the Battalion."
The hockey tournament which I mentioned in my last letter
has been in full swing during the month, and G Company have
proved the winners. The following are the results of the
matches :—
ist Round.
Drums beat H Company, 4 to nil.
2nd Round.
G beat F. =; to nil.
D beat FI, 2 to nil.
C beat B, 2 to 1.
A beat Drums, 2 to 1.
3rd Round.
A and C played a drawn game, and in playing off
C beat A, 1 to nil.
G beat D, 1 to nil.
Final.
G beat C, 1 to nil.
Colonel Brock presented the prizes of rupees 40 and 20 at
the conclusion of the final round.
I enclose an account of a Rugby football match against Cal
cutta.

Lieutenant Leslie has left us for the Indian Staff Corps, and
has been posted to the 40th Pathar.s. He dined with the Bat
talion on Sept 21 st, leaving us on the following morning, and
carried away with him the good wishes of all. He will be much
missed, both as an officer and as a sportsman. His services in
the football team were invaluable. He represented the Bat
talion at cricket, and could hold his gun as straight as the best
of us.
ist B attalion Correspondent.
Dum Dum, Sept. 28th, 1898.
I

1st BATTALION FOOTBALL.
RUGBY.
The Association season is now practically over in Calcutta,
and Rugby reigns in its stead. So we have started a Rugby

LEAGUE MATCH—Y.M.C.A. (CALCUTTA) v.

ist

R.W.K. REGIMENT.
This the last of the League matches, as far as our Regimen
tal team is concerned, was played at Dum Dum on Saturday
19th inst. The Calcutta team was much lighter than the home
eleven, but did not appear to act so well on the heavy ground as
their opponents. Almost from the fir.-t the Regimental team
had the upper hand of the Calcutta men, and the result, a win
by two goals to nothing, by no means represents the merits of
the respective teams.
The troops turned out in considerable force, and the win
was received with great satisfaction, more especially as the
Y.M.C.A. resorted to the “ putting off-side ’’ tactics,
which seem so prevalent with teams hailing from
this part of the globe. Time after time, especially in the
second half, when our men seemed to have a chance of scoring,
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theirs dropped back immediately, ana this was so often re
peated that the spectators knew pretty well what to expect
when the ball was anywhere near the Y.M.C.A. goal.

Messrs. Robinson and Leslie, too, have also rendered good
service, and several other players might he mentioned if space
allowed.

As I observed above, the game from the first was entirely in
favour of the home team, Brill having very little to do. The
first goal was scored by Wilson from a beautiful centre by
Burrows after a run down on the right wing. In the 2nd half
Mr. Robinson, almost from midfield, sent in two shots in
quick succession which only missed the goal by inches ; but
the second goal was also obtained by Wilson, who met the ball
as it rebounded from the goalkeeper and banged it into the net.

We are now in the throes of a six-a-side competition, and
as some of the Companies have managed to enter four or five
teams it will be seen that there is no lack of football talent in
the Battalion. It only wants bringing out. Particulars of the
last-mentioned competition will follow later.

By this win the R.W.K. take third place in the League,
the winning team being the Gloucester Regiment, while a Cal
cutta team, the Rangers, are second on the list. To a certain
extent this position is satisfactory, but, on closer examination
of the losses and draws one cannot help thinking that it ought
to be better. For instance, the result of the matches with
Barrackpore (i draw, I lost) should undoubtedly have been two
wins for us, and I think not one of the team themselves can
account for their non-success in these matches.
I was unable to see the game versus Gloucesters at Calcutta,
which resulted in a draw, but it was the general opinion that
in the return match, which was played at Dum Dum and
which was won by the Gloucesters by i - o, our team was
exceedingly unlucky, as they played one of the best games of
the season.
We have missed gaining a “ p o t” this time, but the season
has not been altogether unsuccessful, and we can only hope
for good luck, which we certainly have not had this season,
next time.
The following are the results of the League matches : —
Win. Draw. Lost.
R.W .K. v. Gloucesters ............. o
i
i
,,
v. R.A., B arrackpore... o
I
i
„
v. Calcutta .................... 2 0 0
„
v. Rangers ................. o
1
1
„
v. Howrah .................... 2 0 0
„
v. Y.M.C.A..................... 2 0 0
„
v. Dalhousie.............. ... 1
o
1
Wilson, Davidson, and Thompson have played in all four
teen of the above matches, and invariably have played well.
The goal has been entrusted to Brill, who has also done well,
very few goals being scored against him. On one or two
occasions the front rank was strengthened by the inclusion of
Mr. Bush, but his accident unfortunately prevented his fre
quent appearance in the team.
! The services of Mr. O’Dowda, in the back division, were
much required, but were not available, as he was on leave.

1st

BATTALION

INTELLIGENCE.

Lance-Corpl. W. Humphrey reverts to Private at his own
request.
Lance-Corpl. T. Thompson has extended his service to
complete 12 years with the colours.
Sergt. R. Fleet has re-engaged for the Royal West Kent
Regiment to complete 21 years’ service.
Pte. M. Upton has been transferred to the Royal Artillery.
Good Conduct Pay has been granted as under :—
Granted 2d. Lance-Corpl. H. Robinson, A. Palmer, R.
Hammersley, Dr. F. Hall, Pte. C. Gadd, J. Moser, T. Smith,
R. Mervin, W. Adams, E. Williams, W. Mockford, E. Dormer,
W. Draper, C. Smith, T. Thompson.
Granted id. Pte. J. Summers, A. Cooper, A. O’Grady, F.
Smith, W. Wood, R. Wood, A. Warner, W. Wheeler, W.
Gamblin.
Restored id.
Lewis.

Pte. W. Welch, E. Lumley, S. Morris, A.

2nd BATTALION INTELLIGENCE.
--------0--------Boy T. Adams has been appointed Musician.
The wife of Sergt. E. Bullock, and the wife of Sergt. A. E.
Wood, have been taken on the strength of the married estab
lishment.
Boy A. E. Ayres has been appointed Drummer.
Sergt. H. Davis has extended his service to complete 12 years
with the colours.
Good Conduct Pay has been granted as under
Granted 2d.
W. Hayden.

Ptes. W. Thompson, G. Coulter, W. Nugent,

Granted id. Ptes. B. Weeks, Musician A. Day, T. Cullam,
W. Thorpe, W. Boulter.
Restored id.

Pte. J. Colegate.
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The undermentioned proceeded to join the ist Battalion :—
Sergt. A. Allwright, Corpl. J. Lewis, Privates E. Yeatman,
F. Johnson, J. Howard, E. Parfrey, J. Goldsmith, S. Cook,
E. Saunders, F. Hutchins, G. Russell, A. Daniell, F. Ansell,G.
Verrall, C. Jeffrey, C. Calver, J. Barker, F. Wright, G.
Osborne, H. Holder, T. Cheeseman, W. Boreham, A. Payne’
C. Jaggs, W. Thorpe, W. Boulter, G. Homewood, W. Reeves,
W. Keleher, S. Cheeseman, J. Jarvis, E. Hilton, W. Harden, J.
Pitcher, S. Collins, J. Sims, W. Allen, W . Franter, F. Cole
gate, G. Laycock, W. Dickerson, C. Trundley, H. Taylor, G.
Wells, R. Thomas, Newman, W. Hanny, G. Roberts, H.
Towner, F. Woolley, F. Adams, A. Cole, C. Wood, T. Payne,
J. McCarthy, D. Milligan, F. Cove, W. Gowans, J. Southon,
W. Taylor, W. Burge, S. H. Austin, Boy B. Bruce, Privates
G. Klein, E. Carswell, F. Carley, J. Edwards, E, Harden,
F. Giles, G. Evenden, J. Peel, A. H. Ward, L. Moir, T.
Fabin, F. Wood, W. Raines, C. Brooks, W. Igglesden, A.
Weld, and J. Wharton.
2nd

b a tta lio n co rresp o n d e n ce.

D ear M r . E

d ito r,

I know that those who can write on football matters are
sending you an account of the doings of our team ; and more
especially of our first match lor the Army Cup, and of one or two
matches we have played in the Kent League. Football dur
ing this month of October has commanded a good deal of
interest, and there has been but little in the way of counter
attraction.
With this month of October, too, commences, as usual, the
leave season and route marching. Two days a week the
latter takes place; in fact, one might almost call it three days,
for on Saturdays those who have missed both route marches
are given an opportunity of making good the omission and
of getting their feet in order. The marches are not too long,
and the weather so far has been excellent for walking. Later
on we will pay you a visit at the Depot.
There are not many officers on leave, as two or three are
going up for their examination in the C. and D. in a few days,
and two or three are laid up with the results of accidents.
Those on leave now are Lieutenant-Colonel Grove and Major
Brock-Hollinshead, Captain Fanshawe, Lieutenant Joslin,
and 2nd-Lieutenant Hildyard. About ioo men have been on
furlough during the month, the greater number of whom are
now on thtir way to India.
The detachment (the names of the men comprising it I give
separately) left here by special train on Wednesday morning
for Southampton. There they were to embark on the trans
port Dilwara, Captain Annesley, D.S.O., being in command of
them,

Major Evans paid us a visit this week, and we hear Major
Western has arrived in England, so we hope to see him here
very shortly.
Our new General—General Fraser, C.B., C.M.G.—has pre
sented Sergt. Hurrell with the good conduct medal, which
he has just been granted. How long will it be before those
men now serving with the 2nd Battalion, who earned the
frontier medal with the ist Battalion, receive that medal?
It is to be hoped that, at all events, they will not have to
wait as long as those who were entitled to the Chitral medal.
The musketry year is now about to end. The difference
between Milton Ranges, at Gravesend, and the Kilbride
Ranges, in the Dublin district, is considerable. It has been,
I think, in some measure responsible for the figure of merit
obtained by a party of nearly fifiy casuals, who have just fired,
which figure of merit is ten points better than that obtained to
date by the Battalion. A party of nearly forty recruits has
also just completed the course laid down, and they have done
well.
The and Battalion Coldstream Guards having been sent to
Gravesend, our Detachment has been withdrawn.
2nd Battalion Correspondent.

2nd

BATTALION

FOOTBALL.

----- 0-----In the Kent League our record up to date is as follows :—
Played 4, won 1, lost 1, drawn 2—not very high, but still one
of which we have no reason to be ashamed, considering the
calibre of our opponents. The match v. R.E.T.B. was played
the day after the Army Cup Tie, and our team seemed to be
suffering from a reaction, as their play was by no means up
to sample. The match on Saturday last v. Dartford was
stopped about six minutes before time by the referee owing
to the darkness, the score then being one goal all.
The second round of the Army Cup has to be played before
November 12th. In all probability we shall meet our neigh
bours, the Royal Scots Fusiliers, when an exciting struggle
is sure to take place.
v. 2nd COLDSTREAM GUARDS.
In the presence of a large number of spectators this match
in the ist round of the Army Football Cup was played at
Gravesend on Oct, 26th.
Corpl. Canty was unfortunately unable to play for us, as he
was still suffering from an injured ankle.
Pte. Josling, who has only joined from the Depot a short time,
was given a trial, and, playing up beyond all expectation, fully
justified his place, and if he continues as he has begun, and
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does not spoil himself by trying- to be too “ tricky,” he is
likely to be a valuable acquisition. Our team lined out a
follows : Goal, Corpl. P a rk e r; backs, Ptes. Whitehill and
Ball; half backs, Pte. Carter, Sergt. Bass, Lieut, D ruce; for
wards, Ptes. Hazlett, Ott, Josling, Dudman, and Taylor.
The Queen’s Own won the loss, but the choice of ends gave
very little advantage, as it was a perfect day in all respects.
The Guards kicked off and a most exciting start was wit
nessed, as our forwards, getting possession at once, ran the
ball down, and Hazlett put in a beautiful shot which only
missed the net by inches, and Ott shortly after had bad luck
with two shots, each hitting the bar. Play was very fast
after this, and we usually got the best of the exchanges, any
attacks on our goal being promptly stopped by our half
backs, and it was only very occasionally that our backs were
called on.
At half time, however, we had been unable to penetrate
their defence, and the score was love all.
After the usual five minutes’ interval the game was re
sumed, and a great shout went up from our supporters as
Hazlett put in a fine shot which completely beat the Guards’
goalkeeper.
The Guards re-started with great dash, and Corpl. Parker
was called upon to save, which he did in good style, and, our
forwards getting possession, Josling shot our second goal
amia cheers.
Nothing occurred after this worthy of note, and when the
whistle sounded we were left winners of a good game by
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to be the last point obtained, the Arsenal thus winning by'two
goals to one.
v. DARTFORD.
This match, in the Kent League, was played at Dartford
on October 29th, before about 500 spectators.
The referee unfortunately missed his train and the game
started 25 minutes late, the consequence being that the match
had to be abandoned six minutes before time, owing to the
darkness.
The teams lined out as follows : The Queen’s Own—Goal,
Corpl. P arker; backs, Ptes. Whitehill and B all; half-backs,
Pte. Carter, Corpl Canty, Sergt. Bass ; forwards, Ptes. Ott,
Josling, Hazlett, Humphreys, Dudman. Dartford—Goal,
R ussell; backs, Broughton, Flaherty ; half-backs, Armstrong,
Boyle, Brown ; forwards, Bryan, Thompson, Nicholls, Atkin
son, Brett.
Dartford winning the toss the Queen’s Own kicked off against
the sun, but immediately began to press, several smart
runs by the forwards being repelled by the home backs,
Boyle being especially conspicuous. Each side in turn had
some ineffective shots at goal, but 15 minutes from the start
Hazlett scored for the visitors after some fine passing by Ott
and Josling.
For some time after this Corpl. Parker had his hands full to
stop the determined rushes of the home forwards, but proved
himself at all times equal to the occasion. Half-time arrived
with the West Kents leading by 1-0.

Our team played up well, and with a little more luck might
have scored several more goals. As already stated, Josling
played well in the forward rank, as did also Hazlett and Ott,
and, if any of the back division were to be picked out, per
haps Carter should be the one, as he played throughout a
fine game.

On resuming, in spite of the advantage of having the wind
with them, the visitors were hard pressed and a very fine
centre by Brett en abled Thompson to equalise, Corpl.
Parker having no chance of saving it. Each side now
attacked vigourously in turn, but with no result, and much to
the disappointment of the spectators the match was stopped
by the referee on account of the fast failing light, with the
score one all.

v. WOOLWICH ARSENAL RESERVES.
Played at Plumstead. The game at once became exceed
ingly fast, the Arsenal for wards showing exceptional clever
ness, but the opponents’ defence for some time repulsed their
onslaught. As the game proceeded the play became very
interesting, and several times the Woolwich men looked like
scoring, when they were pulled up through being offside.
However, just before the interval Brcck succeeded in scoring
a goal, which proved to be the only point until changing
ends. During the second portion of the game play was
rather slow. The visitors, soon after the resumption, through
the agency of Ott, equalised; whilst a quarter of an hour later
Hannah added a second point to the home side, which proved

v. R.E. TRAINING BATTALION.
Kent League competition, on the Chatham ground, in fine
but dull weather, before a moderate attendance of spectatois.
The Training Battalion, who were without Lieut. Symons,
kicked off against a slight breeze in the direction of the goal
at the entrance end of the ground. The play was tame at the
start, scarcely any combination being shown on either side.
There was nothing dangerous in the shooting on the whole,
but good attempts were made by Ott for the Regiment, and
Kinnear for the Battalion without success.
At half-time
neither side had scored. The game was vigorously contested
after the change of ends, and Kinnear lost a fine opening for
the Battalion through a mis-kick by Shaw.
There was

2— 0 .
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scarcely anything to choose between the teams. The pace
was good, and the ball travelled rapidly from end to end. The
Regiment pressed more than their opponents, and Blaber at
back defended admirably for the Battalion. Two or three
capital runs were made by the Battalion right, and Parker
saved a couple of shots from May. All efforts to score were
unfruitful, and the match ended in a goalless draw. Team :—
Royal West Kent Regt.—Corpl. Parker (goal), Ptes. Shaw
and Ball (backs), Pte. Carter, Sergt. Bass, and Pte. Whitehill
(half-backs), Ptes. Ott and Josling (right wing), Hazlett (centre),
Dudman and Taylor (left wing).
Referee—Mr. J. Albert.
v. NORTHFLEET.
This League match was played at Northfleet on Wednesday.
The Regiment showed capital form, and Taylor scoring for
them in the first portion, they won by a goal to nothing.
v. ROYAL SCOTS FUSILIERS.
A friendly match on the Chatham ground on Monday after,
noon, but as the arrangement was only known to a few there
was only a small gathering of spectators.
The West Kent
had to play several reserves, but the Fusilisrs were well rep.
resented and had considerably the better of the exchanges
during a large porti jn of the gams, which ended in a pointless
draw. During the first half the Scots were sharper on the
ball than their opponents, and were repeatedly dangerous, but
a lack of understanding when closing in lost them several
chances, while Parker in goal effected some smart clearances.
The backs, too, showed capital defence. At the interval
neither side had scored. On restarting, the game continued to
be contested with plenty of vigour, and each goal was
repeatedly threatened. The Fusiliers’ attacks, however, had
more sting in them than those of their rivals, and it was
largely owing to the excellent goalkeeping of Parker that they
were prevented from scoring. The teams were :—
Royal Scots Fusiliers—McGuckin ; Walsh, McQuhae;
Robeitson, Owen, Craig ; Abbott, Lawrie, Darrick, Lennett,
Smith.
Royal West Kent—Parker ; Bass, B all; Carter, Whitehill,
Lieut. Nunn ; Ott, Dudman, Thompson, Humphrey, Taylor.

DEPOT INTELLIGENCE.
Lieut. E. M. A. Wakefield, 3rd Battalion, ceased to do duty
at the Depot on 1st October, and Lieuts. E. S. O’Grady, 3rd
East K ent Regt., and L. W. O’H. Hibbert, 4th Middlesex
Regt., have been attached.
Sergt. Allwright has rejoined the 2nd Battalion.
|

Pte. J. Denton has joined for doty from the Home Battalion.
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Lieut. H. Isacke is to relieve Lieut. Molony at the Depot,
whose time expires in December.
Corporal Roser has been discharged, invalided from Netley.
Good conduct pay has been granted as under :—Granted
2d., Pte. E. Gooch; id., Lance.-Cpl. W. Alderman.
Roll of draft which proceeded to Chatham on 15th October,
1898, to join the Home Battalion: —Corporals F. Farley and
A. Akhurst; Privates W. Arundel, J. Olds, S. Hazelden, R.
Richmond, C. Smith, J. Elliott, A. Anderson, W. H. Standing,
E. M. Hill, T. Taylor, J. Philpott, J. Haynes, A. Grimshaw,
J. Walsh, C. Josling, H. Earl, S. H. Shepherd, G. Watts, G,
Miller, G. Russell, R. A. Dettmarr, T. Lawton, W. Barry, W_
Connor, S. T. Sims, F. Doucette, W. Keen, A. F. Newell, J.
Metcalf, C. G. Pope, FI. Denton, G. Leaney, F. A. Amor, W.
J. Barron, F. Swan, J. Dormand, and P. Walsh.
The Sergeants are holding one of their usually successful
dances on November 4th, and it is hoped that a few of our
2nd Battalion comrades will turn up now that they are so near.
Depot football proves a not very interesting subject to write
about this season. A fairly good start was made, and, so far,
only one defeat has been experienced, but unfortunately
during the last few weeks no matches have been carried
through. The experience of last season caused us to make no
regular fixtures, trusting to make them as we went along, and
the wisdom of that step has been proved by the fact that the,
last two matches arranged fell through for the want of players.
We hope, however, to find a captain able to work up the
material at disposal, and not let Depot football fall into
disrepute.
Lieut. H. Isacke has been detailed to relieve Lieut. Molony,
whose tour of duty expires on 12th December next. He is
going up for his examination, in c. to g ., on 7th November, at
Chatham. Lieut. Molony is expected to embark for India
early in December to rejoin the 1st Battalion.
We hear with regret of the death of Pensioner Sergt
Mathews. He was invalided but a short time ago from the
Permanent Staff, 3rd Battalion, with that dreaded malady
tubercle of lung, and only survived a few months to enjoy (if
such a word can be used) his pension.

3rd BATTALION INTELLIGENCE.
Sergt Pease has been discharged after 18 years’ service to
pension (is. 8|d.).
Sergts. Evenden and Smith have joined on posting from the
Home Battalion.
Col.-Sergt. W. Murphy has been discharged to pension (28J
pence) and has been appointed to the post cf Canteen Steward
at Maidstone—vice T. Plackett, who relinquished the appoint
ment.
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WITH THE MALAKHAND FIELD FORCE.
(CONTINUED).

BY PRIVATE O’CONNOR (1s t B attalion).
-------o------Malakhand seemed to be within easy range of our rifles although to
reat'h it cost about 8 miles of hard climbing. I was told off, with my
section as escort to the coffee shop stores. Our coffee shop, I might say,
was run by a native who had contracted to supply our wants in the way
of tobacco, cigarettes, matches, &c., during the campaign. My section
was to act as escort to the stores which were packed upon about 10 crazy
dilapidated bullock ekras, and drawn by 20 of the most consumptive
looking old bullocks that a fellow could clap eyes upon. Of course no
surprise will be felt when I say that this transport was hired from
somewhere by the Kotwal, who, practising false economy, had selected
the cheapest he could find. The road up to Malakhand Fort was a fairly
good one, and was made by the troops who were engaged in the Chitral
Campaign of 1895, at least I was led to this conclusion by numerous
inscriptions which were engraved upon the rocks and stones flanking
the road—inscriptions such as these, “ Bedfordshire Regiment, the terror
of the world and backbone of the Service,” (?) “ Gordon Highlanders,
Maneaters, &c., &c.,” whilst Bill Smith, of the Buffs, went to great
pains by cutting an inscription informing the Pathan community that
he was “ time expired in 1896.” Needless to add our fellows left behind
them various marks of their feelings, and if any enterprising Deptford,
Borough, or Woolwich publican should ever find himself strolling any
where in the vicinity of Malakhand he will be Battered on finding that
a few of the erstwhile admirers of his fourpenny pots had even in such
a place and time not forgotten him. After about a three hours’ hard
climb our little party arrived under the walls of Malakhand Fort, and
owing to the exertion of almost carrying those knock-kneed bullocks up
the hill we were considerably “ fagged.” Contrary to expectation we were
ordered to push on to Khar, about three and a-half miles further on,
where, we were informed, one-half of our Battalion had halted. With
the prospect of getting rations, which we all stood in need of, coupled
with the fact th at the road from Malakhand to K haris a gradual descent
down a tine graded road, the inevitable grouse on this occasion was not
indulged in.
So, leaving the Fort (the vicinity of which bore un
mistakable signs of the bloody actions perpetrated during the few
previous days), our party mounted the ekras, more for the purpose of
preventing them from running down the afore-mentioned transport
animals than th a t of taking a rest, and proceeded down the gradient.
About a mile we covered and came upon a regiment of Sikhs returning
from a foraging expedition. These fellows expressed themselves very
pleased at the presence of white men upon the scene, and loaded us with
chickens and pumpkins, so that, being hungry, it was natural that we
ourselves were equally as pleased at meeting these dusky Samaritans.
Just after leaving this regiment our party began to sniff, look
enquiringly round and pinch-their nostrils, whilst it was evident by the
expression of their faces, and particularly noses (if noses can express
themselves), th a t something less savoury than a regimental cook-house
was somewhere in the vicinity. As we advanced the smell became more
and more “ dense in volume,” and finally unbearable, and to see our
efforts as we endeavoured to breathe without inhaling this awful stench
and the remarks passed thereon, equalled one of Johnny Regan’s
concerts, On rounding a bend in the road the explanation presented
itself in one of the most sickening spectacles it has been my lot to
gaze upon. Around a small village built ju st off the roadside were
strewn dozens of the enemy, cut and hacked in all directions—some bore
the marks of swords, proving that cavalry had been there, others dis
played the infantrym an’s m ark in the shape of bayonet thrusts and
Martini Henri wounds, whilst a few who were deficient of legs, arms,
and other useful members of their anatomy marked that artillery had
paid them a visit. A thing I could not understand was that two or
three old fellows were lying dead with feet and hands cleanly amputated,
the fact of there being two or three served in exactly this manner dis
puted any idea I may have formed of coincidence, the only solution I
can venture is that these unfortunate beings had refused to take arms
against us and had been treated in this diabolical way by their own people.
Their sufferings must have been awful, for beyond losing their hand and
feet they show no other marks of violence, so that it is fairly reasonable to
conclude that the vultures and jackals had made a meal from living flesh.
This place must have been the scene of an action fought two days
previously by the 31st Punjaub Infantry, 8th Mountain Battery Royal
Artillery, and a squadron of the 11th Bengal Lancers, who had left
Malakhand Fort for the relief of Chakdara, upon which the enemy had
retired after finding themselves beaten at Malakhand. Hurriedly leaving
this gruesome spectacle behind us, our party dismounted by the order of
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Sergt. Kill, who remarked that the country, as well as smelling, looked
decidedly hostile, and that, being a small party, we must very carefully
advance. Such instructions, especially issued by such an old campaigner
as Sergt. Kill, whom I have no hesitation of saying was the coolest under
flreN.C. 0. I knew through the whole campaign, were complied with
admirably. So carefully did we advance that not even the Mad Fakir with
his most specially selected staff could have succeeded in surprising us.
However, without a mishap, with the exception of those confounded
ekras getting firmly embedded in a rice field, from which it required all
our remaining energy to extricate them, we arrived at Khar in very good
condition, but very hungry, at 2 p.m. On arrival at this place we learnt
that the day’s march was not yet completed, and that at 5 o’clock we were
to continue our journey to a place called Amandarra ; Khar, I suppose, was
the spot selected for the concentration of the various units of the Brigade.
With such a limited space of time at our command, it behoved us to get
as much rest as possible.
After partaking of a decent meal of roasted chicken and bread, I lay
down in a shady spot to enjoy at most two hours good sleep, and at the
end of that period I was awakened by the noise and bustle which always
accompanies the striking of a camp. Of course I made myself generally
useful in loading the mules with ammunition, etc., and at about 5.15 p.m.
the camp was ready to resume the march. My section were again told off for
escort duty, but this time to something more warlike than a coffee shop
stores—we were escort to No. 7 Mountain Battery of Artillery. Aman
darra, from Khar, I suppose, is a matter of two miles, which distance the
battery and we accomplished in about 40 minuies, very quick travelling by
the way. All along this route were strewn many more mutilated bodies,
which emitted a most frightful odour, but soldiers soon get used to a thing,
so that several fellows who had been on duty during the temporary halt at
Khar could have been seen taking their meal of bread and meat on the
march, and in spite of the sickening sights and smell, were enjoying the
said bread and meat with evident gusto. At about six o’clock that even
ing the half battalion had settled down at Amandarra, and at this place
we were destined to enjoy 10 days rest which the previous six days hard
work and trying marches had rendered almost imperative. Amandarra
was a perfect paradise. The climate was comparatively cool, the fields
were green, cattle were plentiful, and by the look of the soil I imagined it
was capable of producing anything. On our arrival at Amandarra, the
village was in flames, and the inhabitants had all retired with their
families to the adjacent hills.
A t daybreak next morning our fellows were up, and of course the
first idea was breakfast. Those who were not actually on duty made
straight for the village, about 200 yards distant from camp, to secure
fowls, pumpkins, or anything th at would appease the wants of the
inner man. I, who happened to be off duty th at morning, repaired to
the village with rifle charged with seven rounds and about tw enty in my
breast pocket in case of emergency. By dint of much dodging and
holding of breath, I managed to elude the smoke and flames, making
for a part of the “ town ” which was not then affected by fire. Previous
to our arrival, the Sepoys had been there and stripped the place of
anything of value, so th at beyond chickens, goats, flour, and other
articles of food, nothing else could be found. In one of the huts I came
across an old blind hag of about 80 years of age, and, judging by her
violent speech and gesticulations, she evidently had some thrilling
story to relate. I tried to understand her story through the interpreta
tion of a native soldier, and vaguely gathered th at she was a kind of
medicine woman who had refused to leave the village, and I presume
her knowledge of witchcraft, as well as her old age, prevented her from
being served in the same manner as the unfortunate people whom I have
already spoken of. A t the end of about two hours, our little foraging
party returned to camp, laden with as much as they could carry, the
mules bringing up the rear heavily ladeu with wood. Suffice it to say,
as to) the success of the several parties who went out th a t morning,
every man had a fowl for breakfast, with as many “ chupaties ” (Indian
pancakes) as he could conveniently “ put away.” This day, the other
half battalion joined us, and the work of making a standing camp was
started in earnest. By sunset th at evening Amandarra presented a very
military appearance—everything seemed neat and in place. I have
omitted to mention that Amandarra is flanked on one side with a dense
wood, and as the very probable attack upon ns would be expected from
that quarter, strong outposts were always stationed in this wood.
This duty, which devolved upon three companies each dajr and night,
was, I think, the most miserable duty we were forced to endure during
the whole campaign. In the first place it was used by the tribesmen as
a burial ground, and as County Council regulations are not generally
recognised on India’s Frontier, it was abominably overcrowded. I t was
a very frequent occurrence for a fellow to step or slip into a grave and
crunch the bones of some antedeluvian old warrior.

To be Continued.
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FOOTBALL.

-------0------On September 30th the opening match was with F. Com
pany, 2nd Battalion, from Chatham, and proved a very
interesting game, the result being a win for the Depot by two
goals to nil. Both goals were scored in the second half. The
next day the Church Institute was beaten by three goals to
two.
A very exciting game this, our opponents being
considered to have a comfortable win in hand.
On 5th October, Church Institute Wednesday team was
played on the Barrack Field, and, after a good game, in which
we had the best of the game, it was left drawn at one goal each.
The next day, the officers of the 2nd Battalion came over
from Chatham, and honours were easy at one goal each.
Seven goals to one was the result of the next match with
Dobney Wednesday, on 12th October. We were fortunate in
scoring so many goals in this match, but Pte. Josling was the
chief agressor.
We are glad to hear he is good enough for
the Second Battalion first team, and does well.
Dobney Saturday team was the first to give us a beating,
which they did by 5 goals to 2. We were weakened by losing
some of the team, who joined the Home Battalion.
In this
way we suffer throughout the season.

2nd YOL.

BATTALION

INTELLIGENCE.

The following Entertainments will be held by the Sergeants’
Mess, at Head Quarters, during the winter months :—Social
Evening on Friday, 25th November, 1808 ; Social Evening
on Friday, 30th December, 1898 ; Social Evening, Friday, 24th
February, 1899. Smoking Concert on Saturday, 12th Novem
ber, 1898 ; Smoking Concert on Saturday, 10th December,
1898; Smoking Concert on Saturday, 14th January, 1899;
Smoking Concert, Saturday, n t h February, 1899.
The Battalion Annual Prize Distribution will be held early
in the month of December.
Some little while ago the people of the town of New Ply
mouth, New Zealand, wrote to the Officer Commanding 50th
Regimental District, and asked for a copy of the 50th Regi
ment’s Colours as they were during the time the Regiment
was in New Zealand. Memorial hatchments to those Regi
ments which had served in the war were to be erected in St,
Mary’s Church of that town. Captain Hewett, 1st Battalion
very kindly painted a most excellent picture, but as the
Colours appeared hanging in folds, it unfortunately was not
suitable. Fortunately Colonel Leach, C.B., had in his posses
sion a copy of them, as they were at that time — and very
generously supplied one.— The following extract from the
*• Taranaki Herald ” and letter to Col. Bayly are in acknowledg
ment of its receipt:—

“ By the Vancouver mail, Mr. W. H. Skinner received from
Colonel Bayly, commanding the 50th Regiment at Maidstone,
a copy of the regimental colours as they were during the time
the Regiment was stationed in New Zealand.
In this con
nection the Rev. Canon Walsh has written to Mr. Skinner,
stating that four of the memorial hatchments, viz., the
Taranaki Militia and Volunteers, 18th Royal Irish, 70th, and
R.M. Light Infantry, will be ready shortly for placing in St.
Mary’s Chutch, and the others will be sent later on.”
New Plymouth,
September 21, 1898.
Colonel W. H. Bayly,
Commanding 50th Regimental District, Maidstone.
S ir,
1 have to thank you for the excellent copy of the old 50th
(Queen’s Own) colours, which reached New Plymouth three
days ago in good order.
They are just what is required for
our purpose.
By this mail I send copy of the Taranaki Herald, in which
your courtesy is acknowledged publickly.
Again thanking you,
I have, etc.,
W. H. S kinner.

SOLDIERS’ BALANCES UNCLAIMED.

-------0------The next-of-kin of Private Albert Burris, late 1st Battalion,
is entitled to the sum of £10 19s. 7d.
B IRTH S.
In India, on 19th August, 1898, the wife of Sergeant
G. E. Eldred, ol a daughter.
At M aidstone, on 10th October, 1898, th e wife of ColourSergeant J. H unt, P.S., 3rd B attalion, of a daughter,
M ARRIAGES.
At C hrist C hurch, Dover, on 10th October, Sergeant A.
E. Wood, 2nd B attalion, to Miss E* E. Smith.
D EATHS.
A t B arrackpore, India, on 20th Septem ber, 1898, No.
4 3 0 8 , Private G. Robinson, 1st B attalion.
T he T erms

of

S ubscription

are as

F ollows :

The Officers o f both the Line Battalions and Debots, 6d
per month
Other Subscribers, with Almanac, 3s. 6d .; without Almanac
3s. per annum, including postage.
Copies will be sold at id . per Number to Non-Commissioned
Officers and Men serving with the Colours. I f sent by post
Is. 6d. per year.
Extra copies or back numbers can always be suppliea.
Price of back Numbers, 6d.
A ll Subscriptions payable in advance, and all Correspondence
to be addressed to • T he E ditor, The Queen's Own Gazette,
The Barracks, Maidstone.

