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Memorial Service
A Memorial Service for Members of The Queen’s Own Royal 
West Kent Regiment, who have fallen in the War, will be 
held in All Saints’ Church, Maidstone, on Wednesday the

24th of April, 1946, at 3 p.m.
Early application for tickets of admission should be made t o : 
Officer Commanding Oepot Party, The Queen’s Own Royal West 

Kent Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone.
Relatives of the fallen are requested to mention this when applying

for tickets.
There are frequent trains from Victoria to Maidstone East and 

from Charing Cross to Maidstone West.
It is hoped that—if convenient—past Officers who attend the

Service will do so in Uniform.

T u t o r ia l
Since the new postal wrapper was introduced we have 

had a number of Gazettes returned each month by the
G.P.O. with the cryptic remark “Gone Away” marked 
on it.

Subscribers are particularly requested to notify any 
change of address to the Editor, otherwise he cannot ensure 
the Gazette, or other correspondence which is sometimes 
forwarded to him for re-direction, reaching them.

We are indebted to Major R. E. Moss for his interest
ing articles “Malines” and “Northern France Revisited,” 
and also to Captain N. le Ball for his equally interesting 
article entiled “Operation Redex.”

Similar articles would be most gratefully received 
from any of our readers, and would be duly appreciated 
by many others.

We have received the following addresses and present 
appointments in answer to the Editorial appeal in the 
December issue:

Colonel G. G. Elliott, D.S.O., Instructor, Staff College, 
Haifa. - ■

Lieut.-Colonel F. J. Dearing, A.A.G., War Office 
(A.A. 1(B)), Hobart House, S.W.l.

We are pleased to record visits during the past month 
from :

Lieut.-Colonel D. H. Mothersole, who is home on 
leave from the Control Commission, Germany.

Lieut. W. Wood, who is home on leave from Eastern 
Command P.T. School, Ranchi, India.

The Editor would like to place on record his apprecia
tion of the invaluable assistance which he has received 
from Sgt. Thompson (Personnel Selection Staff, 13 I.T.C.), 
who came forward voluntarily and gave his expert advice 
on the set up and checking of the Gazette. We wish him 
the very best o f luck now that he is released. His expert 
advice will be sadly missed in future.

Subscription rates:
Officers 9/- per annum, post free.
Other Ranks 5/- per annum, post free, 
Single Copies 5d., post free,
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Promotions and Appointments
EXTRACTS FROM THE LONDON GAZETTE

PROMOTIONS
To be LT.-COLONELS.

Maj. E. A. Sharpin (1322) to be Lt.-Col. (supern.), 17th Dec., 
1945, with an antedate for seniority only to 30th Nov., 1943, 
and with precedence next above Lt.-Col. J. M. Haycraft. 

Maj. B. L. Clay, O.B.E. (20181), to be Lt.-Col. (supern.), 17th 
Dec., 1945, with an antedate for seniority only, to 30th Nov., 
1943, and'with precedence next below Major E. A. Sharpin.

PROMOTIONS
The undermentioned to be LTS.

William Gunning Russell Ambrose (235701), 26th May, 1945. 
David Monckton (88481), 13th Feb., 1946.
John Apperley Eason (72416), 20th Feb., 1946.

COMMISSIONS
The undermentioned Cadets to be 2nd LTS.

14732849 Alan White (360433), 22nd. Dec., 1945 
14867596 Roy Alfred Ayler (360435), 22nd Dec., 1945.
14447608 Edward John Walter Gibson (360450), 22nd Dec., 1945. 
14704772 Ronald Percival Hickman (360454), 22nd Dec., 1945. 
14455731 Eric William Gillott (360750), 28th Dec., 1945. 
14830541 Ronald Kenneth Bishop (360798), 5th Jan.. 1946. 
14492606 Brian Alfred Chaplin (362399), 18th Nov., 1945.
6340668 War Subs. W.O. Cl.l, Frederick Osborne (359831), to 

be Lt. (Qr.-Mr.), 24th Feb., 1944.
RELINQUISHMENTS

War Subs. Lt. R. F. Ternmouth (314242), 17th Sept., 1945, on 
appt. to S. Rhod. Forces.

MEMORANDA
Ret. Olfr. Re-employed.

Lt.-Col. P. N. Anstruther, D.S.O., M.C. (8600), is granted rank 
of Col., 28th Oct., 1944, on ceasing to be employed.

EXTRACTS FROM WAR OFFICE ORDERS 
PROMOTIONS

The undermentioned have been granted T/Rank in India 
Orders:

Lt. (T/Capt.) (A/Maj.) W. Dix (13187) to be T/Major and W.S.
Capt., 11th June, 1943.

Lt. (A/Capt.) W. Dix (13187) to be T/Capt„  25th Dec., 1941. 
(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 1, dated 3/1/46).

Tlie undermentioned W.S./Lt. (A/Capt.) to be T/CAPT.: 
D. L. K. Coldwell (264653), 17th Dec., 1945.

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 1, dated 3/1/46).
The undermentioned W.S./Lt. is re-granted T/CAPT. :

J. E. Dunning (277393), 12th Oct.. 1945.
(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 1, dated 3/1/46).

The undermentioned 2/Lts. to be W.S./LTS.:
V. A. B. Vickery (357201), 13th Oct., 1945.
D. E. Hunsworth (352664), 10th Dec., 1945.
B. A. Davis (354055), 1st Jan., 1946.
W. A. Nixon (354053), 1st Jan., 1946.
D. Totman (354039), 1st Jan.. 1946.

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 1, dated 3/1/46).
The undermentioned has been granted T/Rank in C.M.F. 

Orders:
C. F. Mason (126455), 9th Sept., 1945.

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 1, dated 3/1/46).
The undermentioned W.S./Lt. is re-granted T/CAPT.:

R. D. Ranking (62830), 9th Sept., 1945 (B.A.O.R.).
(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 1, dated 3/1/46.

The undermentioned W.S./Capts. are re-granted T/MAJ.: M. G. Hughes (108198), 5th July. 1945.
(Extract from W.O. Order No. 2, dated 10/1/46).

The undermentioned W.S./Lts. (T/Capts.) (A/Majs.) to be 
T/MAJS. and W.S./CAPTS.:R. H. Boyce (261742), 24th Nov., 1945.
(Extract from W.O. Order No. 2, dated 10/1/46)

The undermentioned W.S./Lts. (A/Capts.) to be T/CAPTS.: R. H. Boyce (261742). 6th July, 1945.
R. L. Stephenson (326266), 1st Oct., 1945.
C. F. S. Gardiner (314173), 3rd Nov.. 1945.
H, S. Foster (312131), 13th Nov., 1945.

T. E. Hart (207172), 14th Nov., 1945.
D. G. Harris (315941), 3rd Dec., 1945.

(Extract from W.O. Order No. 2, dated 10/1/46).
The undermentioned W.S./Capt. is re-granted T/MAJ. :

E. Goodman (164819), 19th Oct., 1945.
(Extract from W.O. Order No. 2, dated 10/1/46).

The undermentioned W.S./Lt. is re,granted T/CAPT.: 
W. T. Rose (200315), 8th Oct.. 1945.

(Extract from W.O. Order No. 2, dated 10/1/46).
The undermentioned 2/Lts. to be W.S./LTS.:

P. W. Lockie (349551), 23rd Dec., 1945.
C. Pain (341511), 23rd Dec., 1945.

(Extract from W.O. Order No. 2, dated 10/1/46).
The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (T/Capt.) (A/Maj.) has 

been granted T/MAJ. and W.S./CAPT. in M.E. Orders:
B. J. Goodenough (189455), 24th Jan., 1945.

(Extract from W.O. Order No. 2, dated 10/1/46).
The undermentioned has been granted T/Rank in C.M.F. 

Orders: W.S./Lt. (T/Capt.) '(A/Maj.) to be T/MAJ. 
and W.S./CAPT. :

J. D. Wheater (265891), 23rd Oct.. 1945.
(Extract from W.O. Order No. 2, dated 10/1/46).

W.S./Lts. (A/Capts.) to be T/CAPTS.:
P. J. R. Harris (176921), 27th Oct., 1945.
D. J. McLelland (193065), 27th Oct., 1945.

(Extract from W.O. Order No. 2, dated 10/1/46).
The undermentioned W.S./Capt. is re-granted T/MAJ.:

J. Winstanley (73619), 5th Oct., 1945.
(Extract from W.O. Order No. 2. dated 10/1/46).

The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (T/Capt.) (A/Maj.) to be 
T/MAJ. and W.S./CAPT.:

D. J. Cropper (188571), 30th Dec., 1945.
(Extract from W.O. Order No. 3, dated 10/1/46).

The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (T/Capt.) (A/Maj.) to be 
T/MAJ. and W.S./CAPT.:

C. F. J. Jarvis (190236), 15th Jan., 1946.
(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 4, dated 24/1/46).

The undermentioned W.S./Lts. (A/Capts.) to be T/CAPTS.: H. Hawkins (267619). 24th Nov., 1945.
W. C. K. Collier (222301), 7th Dec., 1945.
J. S. Dewey (179156), 7th Jan.. 1946.

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 4. dated 24/1/46).
The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (A/Capt.) to be T/CAPT. :E. G. Dykes (138425), 25th Dec., 1941.

(Substituted for Notification in W.O. Orders No. 46/1945). 
(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 4, dated 24/1/46).

The undermentioned W.S./Lt. has been re-granted T/CAPT. 
in A.F.M.T. Orders:

W. S. Budge (242363), 1st SeDt., 1945.
(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 4. dated 24/1/46).

The undermentioned Lt. (A/Capt.) to be T/CAPT. rD. O. Faulkner (67438). 29th Jan., 1948.
(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 5, dated 31/1/46)

The undermentioned W.S./Maj. is re-granted T/LT.-COL.; 
A. R. Fyler (52508), 19th Aug.. 1945 (B.A.O.R.).

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 5. dated 31/1/46)
The undermentioned Lt. is re-granted T/CAPT. :H. W. Clarke (138423), 29th Oct., 1945.

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 5. dated 31/1/46).
The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (T/Capt.) (A/Maj.) to be 

T/MAJ. and W.S./OAPT. :
A. J. Beck (264957), 28th Jan., 1946.

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 5, dated 31/1/46).
Tlie undermentioned W.S./Lts. (A/Capts.) to be T/CAPTS.:C. E. B. Bouck-Stranden (156655), 9th Jan., 1946

D. Collins (176331), 15th Jan., 1946.
(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 5, dated 31/1/46)

The undermentioned W.S./Lts. are re-granted T/CAPTS.:P. E. Winch (200936), 23rd June, 1945.
R. A. Lockwood (201480), 5th Nov., 1945.

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 5, dated 31/1/46)
The undermentioned 2/Lts. to be W.S./LTS.:

J. R. S. Carter (129594), 8th Sept., 1945.
B. J. H. Carter (354646), 29th Jan.. 1946.
S. A. Smith (354637), 29th Jan, 1946.

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 5. dated 31/1/46).
The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (A/Capt.) to be T/CAPT.:

R. H. D. Allen (93470). 11th Dec., 1945 (B.A.O.R.).
(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 5, dated 31/1/46).
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Mentioned in Despatches, 1940-1945
(The rank shown is as stated in the London Gazette, 

in the case of more than one mention the highest rank is 
given).

TWICE. London Gazette.
Bernard, C. M., T/Capt. • 14-10-43 & 13- 9-45
Clarke, L. G. H., 6345092 Sgt. 5- 4-45 & 19- 7-45
Cowan, M., 6341926 Sgt. 19- 7-45 & 29-11-45
Gore, N. 6097574 Sgt. 11- 1-45 & 19- 7-45
Hales, N., 6342279 A/W.O. II 5- 4-45 & 27- 9-45
Henley, D. O., T/Capt. 11- 1-45 & 19- 7-45
Howlett, B., D.S.O., T/Brig. 20-12-40 & 24- 8-44
Jefferis, F. T„ T/Mai or 5- 4-45 & 27- 9-45
Mines, R. C. E„  M.B.E., Capt.(Q.M.) 26- 7-40 & 11- 1-46
Nixon, J. R., T/Capt. 23- 9-43 & 11- 1-45
Shaw, P. E. M„ T/Major 13- 1-44 & 5- 4-45
Taylor, P. W. P., T/Major 23- 9-43 & 23- 3 44
Wainwright, R., 6353149 Pte. 11- 1-45 & 19- 7-45
Wells, R. P.. 6346874 Sgt. 5- 4-45 & 19- 7-45
West, P. W., 6022389 Cpl. 24- 8-44 & 11- 1-45

ONCE. London Gazette.
Ady, C. E., Lieut. 27- 9-45Aitken, H„ 6346045 L/Cpl. 20-12-40
Allan, C. T. W., 6334985 A/W.O. I (R.S.M.) 24- 8-44
Allum, P. W., 6334989 W.O. II (C.S.M.) 12- 2-42
Allum, R. H., 6025225 A/Sgt. 27- 9-45
Armitage, J. P., T/Capt. 27- 9-45
Atkms, H„ 6343673 L/Cpl. 1-11-45
Austin, P. H., T/Major 29-11-45
Barnard, W. P., 6343209 Pte. 24- 6-43
Barnes, G. L., 6348400 Pte. 14-10-43
Bc-yntun, T. P., T/Major 21- 6-45
Beall, P„ 2nd/Lieut. 23- 9-43
Benge, R. C., M.M., 6347735 L/Sgt. 23- 9-43
Bethune, J.. 6347159 L/Cpl. 11-10-45
Bishop, J. E., 6346251 L/Cpl. * 27-11-45
Bishop, S. J., 6347208 Pte. 3- 2-44
Bloom, N., T/Capt. 19- 7-45
Bloomlield, J. W., 6355158 Cpl. 19- 7-46
Bones, P., 6083146 Pte. 29-11-45
Bowles, S. D., Lieut. 29-11-45
Boxwell, G. P„ 6401983 Sgt. 5- 4-46
Bett, P., or Brett 4984605 Pte. 13- 9-45
Brindley, A. K., M.M., 6347663 Sgt. 24- 8-44
Brooks, S. H., 6341804 L/Sgt. 24- 6-43
Brophy, T. J., 6405752 L/Sgt. 24- 8-44Brown, J. T., 6351090 Cpl. 23- 9-43
Brown, R. F. G., 63454Q5 Pte. 23- 9-43
Brown, R. W. H„ 2nd/Lieut. 11-10-45
Bryan, P. E. O., M.C. T/'Major 23- 9-43
Bryant, W. J., D.C.M., 6465352 Sgt. 23- 9-43
Buckingham, B. O., Lieut. 11- 1-45
Buckle, P. C. M., T/Capt. 14-10-43
Bull, P. W., 6338806 Sgt. 13- 1-44Bunday, T., 6344079 L/Cpl. 20-12-40
Burke, M. A. T., 2nd/Lieut. 20-12-40
Burrows, J. H., T/Major 27- 9-45
Caller, A. P. H. E., Lieut. 13- 9-45
Carr, J. M., A/Capt. 20-12-40
Carwardine, P. C., 6338194 L/Sgt. 20-12-40
Catchpole, R., 6347855 Cpl. 23- 9-43
Chaplin, J., 6347852 Pte. 11- 1-45
Chick, W. H., G.M., 6343939 C/Sgt. 29-11-45Chitty, A. A. E., D.S.O., A/Lt.-Col. 29- 4-41
Chuter, D. A., T/Major 6- 4-44
Clark, J. W„ 2316404 W..O. II (C.S.M.) 24- 8-44
Clarke, E. B. S., Capt. 20-12-40
Clarke, J., 6347433 L/Sgt. 19- 7-45
Clarke, P., 6346987 A/W.O. II 29-11-45
Clay, B. L., O.B.E., T/Lt.-Col. 11-10-45
Clinch, R. C., 7598916 Sgt. 27- 9-4  5
Clout. C. W.. M.B.E., Major 11-10-45
Collard, C. A., Capt. 20-12-40
.Collins, G. C., 6347047 Pte. 29-11-45
Combe, H. J. D., Capt. 20-12-40
Cook, E. S., Lieut. (Q.M.) 27- 9-45
Cook, T. C., 6341209 Pte. 20-12-40
Cooper, D. J., Lieut. 19- 7-45
Copp, G. B. C., 5677956 Pte. 23- 9-43
Copper, C. G.. 6342035 W.O. II 19- 7-45
Cottenham, C. V., 6353626 Sgt. 11- 1-45Cotty, F„ 14317965 Pte. 19- 7-45
Court, D. N., T/Capt. 29-11-45
Coussins, J., 6350287 Sgt. 23- 9-43

ONCE. London Gazette.
Craddock, C. W„  T.D. Major (Q.M.) 20-12-40
Cronk, B. G., 6337763 C.Q.M.S. 20-12-40Crook, P. E., T/Major 22- 3-45
oropper, D. J., T/Capt. 13- 9-45
Davies, W. E., 4041346 Pte. 29-11-45
D'Avigdor-Goldsmid, Sir

Henry J., Bart., 2nd/Lieut. 20-12-40
Dendy, R. W., 6142061 Sgt. 11-10-45
Dillaway, A. A. J., 6345264 Cpl. 11-10-45
Dinwiddy, G. D„ Lieut. 8-11-45Dixon, P. M., 6336314 W.O. II 19- 7-45
Dorset, C. F., 6098225 L/Cpl. 23- 9-43
Drew, S. J., 6032193 Pte. 29-11-45
Drummond, A. E„ 6345852 Sgt. 11-10-45
Duffield, G. W., T/Capt. 14-10-43
Duffy, J., 6353943 Pte. 23- 9-43
Dumnall, E. O., 6393170 A/W.O. I (R.S.M.) 14-10-43
Durrance, P. F., 6345921 L/Cpl. 11-10-45
Easton, A. P., 14599885 Pte. 29-11-45
Easton, J. E. A., 6340525 Sgt. 27-11-45
Edwards, W. J., 6400013 Pte. 27- 9-45
Elliott, G. G., Capt. 20-12-40
England, A. R„ 6340740 Cpl. 11- 1-45
Evenden, G. C., 6341213 Pte. 1-11-45
Parley, J., 6344851 Pte. 20-12-40Pearon, M., 2188746 L/Cpl. 19- 7-45
Fenwick, R. P„ 6345106 Sgt. 27-11-45
Firman, E. D. H„ Lieut. 29-11-45
Fleming, I. D. K., T/Capt. 24- 8-44
Forster, H. F., 2021531 Cpl. 29-11-45
Franklin, C. E., 6348731 L/Sgt. 27- 9-45
Gamman, S. E., 6346808 Pte. 23- 9-43
Gibbs, S. L„ Capt. 20-12-40
Gilbert, C. H„ T/Lt.-Col. 2- 8-45
Glover, W., 6350159 Pte. 5- 4-45Goodenough, B. J., T/Capt. 11- 1-45
Gordon, C. T. R.. Lieut. 29-11-45Granville, A., 6341860 Cpl. 27-11-45Groom, H. D. T., Lieut. 13- 9-45
Groves, L., D.C.M., 6348538 W.O. II 29-11-45Gwilliam, D. H., T/Major 19- 7-45
Hall, H. W., 6334684 A/W.O. I 29-11-45Hall, J. R. J„ 6339950 Pte. 10- 3-42Hall, R. E., 6346425 Sgt. 11-10-45
Hammond, E., 6286314 Cpl. 27-11-45Hammond, V. G., 6347463 Pte. 29-11-45Hanks, J. G., 6353998 Pte. 29-11-45
Harris, L. G., 6349941 Pte. 5- 4-45Harris, R. 6346227 Sgt. 29-11-45Hay, A., 6346205 Pte. 20-12-40
Hayley, A. J., 6338864 W.O. I 29-11-45Hazelton, B. E., Capt. 1- 4-41
Healey, D.. 6348746 L/Cpl. 23- 9-43
Heaslewood, E. W., 6348354 Sgt. 23- 9-43
Hewitson, S. C., 6100110 W.O. II 29-11-45Heygate, E. S., M.C., T/Lt.-Col. 29-11-45
Hicks, P. R., A/Lt.-Col. 16- 9-43
Hinton, H. O., A/Lt.-Col. 22- 3-45
Holland, J. E., 6343993 Cpl. 13- 9-45
Holland, J. R., 2nd/Lieut. 20-12-40Ingham, G., Major 26- 7-40Inman, J., 3393908 Sgt. 29-11-45James, R. A., Lieut. 24- 6-43Jarrett, T„ Capt. 29-11-45
Jeffrey, P. F. S., 6348224 L/Cpl. 29-11-45
Jenkins, H. W., 6340751 Pte. 29-11-45
Johnson, F. C., 6345322 C/Sgt. 29-11-45Jupp, M. F., T/Capt. 9- 8-45
Kenny, J. H., 6343821 Sgt. 11- 1-45
Key, J. W.. 14564547 Cpl. 27- 9-45
King, P. W. G„ 6343274 Sgt. 15- 6-44
King, H. J„ 6347577 Sgt. 24- 6-43King, R. J., D.C.M., 6405684 Sgt. 5- 4-45
King, S. A., 6341451 L/Cpl. 14-10-43
Knight, R. A., M.M. 2nd/Lleut. 19- 7-45
Knox, H. M. O., T/Lt.-Col. 22- 3-45
Landman, T. J., Lieut. (Q.M.) 24- 8-44
Lawrence. P. J., T/Major 9- 8-45
Lee, T. E., 6344925 Cpl. 23- 9-43
Leniham, D.. M.M., 6097647 Sgt. 23- 9-43
Lovell, H. O., T/Major 23- 9-43
Lyons, G. E.. 6337031 W.O. II (R.Q.M.S.) 11-10-45
McDonald, A. G„ 6457526 L/Cpl. 20-12-40
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ONCE. London Gazette.

McFarland, E. A., Lieut. 19- 7-45Maclean, N. G., T/Major 30-12-41
Maddock, J. W., 5568272 L/Cpl. 12- 2-42
Makins, A. W., 5777495 Pte. 23- 9-43
Mannell, F., 6353105 Pte. 2- 8-45
Martell, L. F. W„ 6342516 O/Sgt. (O.R.S.) 14-10-43Mason, J„ 6340940 Pte. 20-12-40Mason, J., 6347207 Pte. 20-12-40
Matthews, A. L., 6094747 Pte. 24- 6-43
Mayo, R. H., 6410118 L/Cpl. 5- 4-45
Mead, C. H„ 6020066 Pte. 19- 7-45
Meade, E. R. J., 6347756 Sgt. 29-11-45
Mills, J., 6344406 Sgt. 29-11-45
Miskin, A. H„  M.C., T/Major 23- 9-43
Mitchell, A. G. F., Lieut. 13- 1-44
Mitchell, E. A., 6347839 pte. 24- 8-44
Mitchem, R. A. J., 6094576 Pte. 14-10-43
Montgomery, E. E., T/Capt. 4- 5-43
Muinall, E. M., Lieut. 23- 9 43
Munro, J., 3254309 pte. 11- 1-45
Nash, W., M.B.E., T.D., Lleut.-Col. 11-10-45
Neal, A. G., 5727360 A/Sgt. 11- 1-45
Newbery, G. F. Q. B., Capt. 20-12-40
Norgate, H. P., Lieut. 10- 5-45
O'Brien, T. J., 6344327 W.O. II (C.S.M.) 23- 9-43
Packer, H. A., 6340823 W.O. II 27-11-45
Palmer, R. V. D., 2nd/Lieut. 20-12-40
Parker, G. E., 5730709 A/C/Sgt. 11- 1-45
Pattield, A. W., 14409150 pte. 29-11-45
Payne, J. C., 6094748 Pte. 24- 6 43
Peacock, H., 6396374 W.O. II (C.S.M.) 23- 9-43
Peirson, G. H., Lieut. 30- 6-42
Percy, F. H. G., T/Capt. 29-11-45
Philiips, C. W., 6347286 Pte. 13- 9-45
Pike, J. A., Lieut. 23- 9-43
Planel, J. M. C., T/Capt. 30- 8-45
Prescott, W. H., 6097692 Cpl. 29-11-45
Price, F. O., 6342770 W.O. II 29-11-45
Purll, S. R. W., 6347137 W.O. II 19- 7-45
Rayner, E., 6294627 Cpl. 19- 7-45
Read, M. R., M.C., T/Capt. 14-10-43
Reid, N. T., T/Major 19- 7-45
Rickord, M. B., T/Capt. 14-10-43
Robinson, T., 6344024 Pte. 27- 1-44
Robson, j. E., A/Capt. 19- 7-45
Rogers, C.. 6345847 Cpl. 29-11-45
Romain, H. A., Lieut. 19- 7-45
Rooke, D. B., M.C., T/Major 22- 3-45
Roper, I. H., T/Major 24- 8-44
Rowe, P. J„ 6102849 Pte. 23- 9-43
Ruff, W. E., 6341008 Sgt. 29-11-45
Scott, K. B., M.C., T/Capt. 23- 9-43
Scull, G. A., 6346460 Pte. 27-11-45
Sharp, R., 6344171 Pte. 24- 6-43
Sherratt, W. A., 6345227 Sgt. 10- 3-42
Sherwood, E. C., Lieut. 29-11-45
Shobbrook, R. E.. 5777918 Pte. 23- 9-43
Short, J. D. K„ T/Capt. 19- 7-45
Smith, C. F., 6344898 C.Q.M.S. 11-10-45
Smith, H., 6351785 Sgt. 11- 1-45
Smith, R. J. A., Lieut. 29-11-45
Snowling, S. J., 5829773 L/Cpl. 19- 7-45
Stanyon, T. T. W., T/Capt. 27-11-45
Stapleton, D. G. H., T/Major 22- 2-45
Steptoe, J., 6345555 L/Cpl. 20-12-40
Stevens, A., 6351007 Sgt. 19- 7-45
Stoker, J. A. 3249089 L/Cpl. 19- 7-45
Stooke, P. C. I, A/Capt. 29-11-45
Stray, R. M., 6351894 Cpl. 23- 9-43Styles, W. J., 6345161 Cpl. 23- 9-43Swift, O. M., 6018825 Pte. 21-12-44Talbot, D. E. B., Capt. 20-12-40Thatcher, A. J., T/Capt. 14-10-43Thomas, G. A., 6140556 W.O. II 29-11-45
Thomas, P. C„ Lieut. 24- 8-44
Thomas P. C., 6342478 Pte. 27- 1-44Thrift, A. C„ 6346481 Sgt. 5- 4-45
Tong, R. P„ T/Major 23- 9-43
Tuffill, W. E. F., T/Major 23- 3-44Tullet, L. R. C., 6143413 C/Sgt. 20-11-45Turner, P. R. H., T/Capt. 14-10-43
Underdown. C. H„ 6349233 Pte. 5- 4-45Van Beek, T. R., T/Capt. 22- 3-45Wallace, H. H., 6344694Pte. 20- 3-45Wallace, M. B., T/Capt. 27- 1-44Ward, P. S., 817558Sgt. 5- 4-45Waring, H. B. H., T/Major 29-11-45Waterhouse, L. S., 6343497 Pte. 27-11-45

ONCE. London Gazette.Webb, J. J., 6096075 Cpl. 23- 9-43Wells, S. H., 6341443 W.O. II 2- 8-45Went, E. E., 5346837 Pte. 23- 9-43Western, E. W. D„ D.S.O. T/Lt.-Col. 30-12-41Weston, E. F., M.C., A/Capt. 20-12-40Whetstone, F. J., 5727451 Pte. 20-12-40Wheater, J. D., T/Capt. 29-11-45Whiffen, E. V., 6354445 Pte. 20- 9-45Whitty, J. H. H„  M.C., Capt. 20-12-40Wiles, A. J„ A/Capt. 27- 9-45Wilkins, H. D., 6339825 W.O. II (R.Q.M.S.) 11- 1-45Williams, L. M. C., A/Capt. 20-12-40Winsper, E. T„ 6097249 L/Cpl. 23- 9-43Winstanley, J.. 2nd/Lieut. 20-12-40Wintgens, L. H., T/Capt. 19- 7-45Wollaston, J., McC., T/Major 11- 1-45Wonnall, M, H„ T/Major 11- 1-45Woodhouse, O. G., Major 20-12-40Wyatt, C. J., 6345352 Sgt. 20-12-40Wylie, D. V. J„ 6464277 Cpl. 27- 1-44Young, G. R., T/Major 19- 7-45
♦

REGISTRATION, TRAINING AND 
EMPLOYMENT OF DISABLED PERSONS

1 The object of the Disabled Persons (Employment) Act, 1J44, 
is to assist men and women, who are handicapped by some 
form of disablement, to obtain employment which is suitable 
for them, and which makes the best use of their skill.

2 The Act provides for:—
(a) Registration of Disabled Persons;
(b) Vocational Training and Industrial Rehabilitation 

facilities;
(c) Employers to engage a proportion of disabled persons 

with a view to assisting such persons to obtain ordinary 
employment;

(d) Providing employment under special conditions for the 
more severely disabled who are unable to fulfil the. 
working conditions of competitive employment.

3 A company has been formed for this specific purpose, called 
“The Disabled Persons Employment Corporation, Ltd. ” and 
will establish factories as required throughout the country.

4 It is to the advantage of every man or woman, who is handle 
capped by disablement of any kind, to apply for registration 
as soon as possible. Disabled persons, who are in employ
ment, can apply equally with those who are seeking employ
ment.

Applications for Registration should be made at any local 
office of the Ministry of Labour and National Service.

5 The leaflet D.B.L.I., describing the scheme for Registration 
of Disabled Persons, is obtainable from the Ministry of 
Labour and National Service Settlement Advice Offices, or local offices.

---------♦---------
CONCESSION FARES; SOLDIERS’ WIVES

The limitation on the number of railway tickets at 
concession fares which may be obtained by wives of Service
men will be removed as from 1st January, 1946, but, except in 
certain specially authorised cases, such as visits to husbands 
in hospital, concession fares will not be available for wives for 
single journeys of less than thirty miles or return journeys of less than sixty miles.

EYES RIGHT n o t TceS
If you want your Evening Wear, 
Sports Wear, or in fact anything 
Laundered expertly, send to the

Maidstone & District Laundry Go., Ltd.
Loose Road, Maidstone.

Telephone : Maidstone 3020
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LETTERS TO  THE EDITOR
The following is an extract from a letter written last 

October by Capt. I. M. Hulburd, late Adjutant 9th Bn. R.W.K. 
and 162 Armoured Car Regt., R.A.C. (R.W.K.), to Lt.-Colonel 
P. H. Macklin, O.B.E., while he was serving with the B.A.O.R.

“I fear it is some time since you had a missive from me, 
but as you see I am as bad a letter writer as ever! Of all the 
Corps out here we have certainly got the best area and the 
best H.Q. Our area is Schlering Holstein from the Danish 
frontier down to the Elbe, Including Hamburg. Our H.Q. is 
at Plon, between Lubeck and Kiel and is really a charming 
spot as it is really on an island enclosed by three lakes and 
the Schloss in which most of our oflices are. is on a small 
hill right on the edge of the big lake, while there is a magni
ficent 360 degrees view. There is also a lake at the bottom 
of our mess garden, where we used to swim a lot in the 
summer.

In such an area as this—which is really Dorset with a 
lot of lakes added, sailing naturally takes up a good deal of 
time and we have two clubs on the lake—a Yacht Club, which 
has all the vices common to that breed (as opposed to a 
‘Sailing’ Club) and an O.Rs.’ Boat Club, for which I am 
responsible at the moment, although I did not start it. In 
addition we have lots of sailing in the Baltic from various 
places. I go to Neustadt, north of Lubeck, as I ‘got in’ with 
the authorities there by being appointed Coxswain to the Army 
Commander (!)—a position not to be found on W.E.! Unfor
tunately he was not here very long after the end. but as I 
say, it put me on a good footing with the Navy! As a result 
of which I am just back from a five day cruise to Denmark, 
where we put in to a small port called Naskov, where British 
troops had only been once before, so we made quite a sensation, 
moored up bang in the middle of the town.

“We were even reported In the local press, when they 
said, among other things, that ‘there is no sailor on board!' 
What they meant was nobody from the R.N.! I took four 
chaps from the O.Rs.’ Boat Club who had a whale of a time. 
We went in an Ocean Racer which was only built in 1939, and 
is a superb boat with excellent accommodation, sleeping seven. 
It is about 36 ft. on the water line. Denmark is a place flow
ing with milk and honey and elegant young ladies. There 
are unlimited quantities of milk, cream and eggs, butter, 
cheese, Ices and the most amazing cream squish cakes which 
have to be seen to be believed!

“Copenhagen"—where I spent a few days in July—is a 
delightful town and the hospitality there was overwhelming! 
I also went for a sail up there with the local Sea Scouts, who 
were a jolly fine crowd. Unfortunately it was a rough day 
and several of them succumbed. Thank Heavens I did not 
disgrace myself!

“I feel no letter to one's late C.O. is complete without 
some reference to one’s military activities! I got back from 
leave just before the Rhine crossing, of which I had a very 
good view from the same spot as ‘Ike.‘ Most of the way up 
to the Elbe I was with the Americans as we were on the right 
flank of B.L.A. I found that American A/B div. H.Qs. have 
an alarming penchant for always having their H.Qs. under 
shell lire! They seem to like it that way! I found it rather 
alarming. It was not long after crossing the Rhine when we 
started meeting long crocodiles of D.Ps. wandering westward; 
fortunately they nearly always proceeded in Indian hie. They 
also pinched tractors and trailers from farms and trundled 
along with those as far fuel lasted. In the area about 50 
miles east of the Rhine very few civilians were seen as every 
single town and hamlet had been knocked flat.

“The maps were not always what they might have been 
and once In the middle of a forest I got my Scout Car 
completely bogged. However, after a while I rounded up one 
German farmer, two Russians, three Poles, two horses and 
three oxen and using several pine trees we extricated ourselves 
all right without being waylaid by anyone lying up in the 
woods.

“The only interesting job I had, really, was to drive into 
Osnabruck one night to see which side held what was left of 
the town! It really was a bit eerie driving in, as I saw and 
heard nothing except a burning house or two. Also nearly 
every street was blocked at some point, either by a crater 
about 20 feet deep or by a huge pile of rubble. I need scarcely 
say I got completely lost, but maintained direction by the 
stars! After about an hour and a half without seeing a soul 
I halted In a square to listen, and in the distance I heard 
what obviously must be a British sentry stamping up and 
down a la Buckingham Palace! Fortunately my deduction was 
correct and he turned out to be the last man before no man's 
land.

“Belsen was captured by us after a truce during which 1 
had to go out into a forest—also In the dark—to bring back 
an Infantry Bn. to behind the truce line. I did not go to 
Belsen—I heard enough about it without that!

"For the crossing of the Elbe I was again with the 
Americans and was still with them when they took A. Op. 
Vistula in the back. It was an extraordinary scene as on all 
roads there were endless columns of Germans coming west, 
without arms, but with masses of transport. At Intervals 
they would be directed on to suitable dumping grounds such 
as airfields, where they just filled the whole place. I think 
we took something like 800,000 P.W. in two days!”

The Editor, Queen's Own Gazette.
Dear Sir,—I have arranged to mail Post Office Money Order 

for 18 shillings, covering subscription notice attached, paying 
for the years 1946 and 1947.

As I left the Regiment at six years of age. I never received 
a Commission, but at 80, for subscription purposes, I have 
placed myself In the officers' class.

Sincerely yours.
EUGENE McAULIFFE,

5610, Farnam Street,
Omaha 6, Nabraska.

NOBLE RECORD
The Editor, Queen's Own Gazette.

Dear Sir,—Since leaving the Regiment in 1945 I moved to 
the address below, and purchased the business, so I am now 
a full blown Grocer and Post Master General.

Perhaps several members of the Regiment will remember 
my small Son and Daughter (Raymond and Barbara), well, 
they are now 17 and 18 years, and both working for me— 
Barbara in the Post Office and Raymond counter.

My wife sends her very best wishes to you all.
May I send wishes to all pals of the Regiment and If 

they should be passing, please call in, all are welcome.
Can I send one special greeting to a pal of 3J years, whilst 

a P.O.W.—He may read the Buster—Nobby White (1st Bn., 
ex-C.S.M.).

Cheerio, Sir,
L. C. WATKINS,

Ex-C.S.M. “D" Coy. 1st Bn.
Worlds End Lane Post Office,

Green Street Green.
Farnborough, Kent.

The Editor, Queen's Own Gazette.
Dear Sir,—I am writing to ask if an appeal can be made to 

members of the Regiment for old hockey sticks.
My wife and I are matron and superintendent of the under

mentioned Home and we are responsible for the welfare of 
about 150 boys.We have a very good ground, but no hockey sticks, and 
I wondered if it would be possible to dig out a few old sticks 
from some of the stores.

May I also mention that quite a few Fegan boys served 
with The Queen's Own before and during the war.

Yours sincerely,
E. P. FLOOD.

Tho Orphanage.
Stony Stratford. Bucks.

19th February, 1946.

The Editor. Queen’s Own Gazette.
Dear Sir,—This place is the most amazing training centre 

I have ever seen—about 100 square miles of field firing and 
city ranges are fitted up with the most modern and ingenious 
target equipment you could wish for. The Boche used to 
train a division and a half at a time, and it is where the 
Ardennes counter-attack troops were hotted up. The German 
range staff are still functioning—merely a change of manage
ment for them!

When one sees the thoroughness and vastness of their 
preparations one wonders how we won the war on land

Fearful floods everywhere. I saw Jerry boat services 
operating in Hanover on Tuesday in the main streets.

Yours sincerely,
B.A.O.R,

HAYCRAFT.
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Tlie Editor, Queen’s Own Gazette.

Dear Sir,—Congratulations on return to pre-War publica
tion, I have read the Old Paper for the last 62 years. .

Re reference to the Beeching Cup given to the 3rd Vol. 
Bn., by Lt.-Col. H. C. W. Beeching, when Adjutant of that Bn. 
I feel sure that the information desired by Lt.-Col. T. P. H. 
Beeching could be given by my Old Friend, Mr. M. Audsley. 
address on the back cover of the Q.O.G., who was the last 
R.S.M. of that Bn., probably the cup was passed on to the 
20th Bn. London Regt.. on amalgamation in 1908.

I knew H. C. W. Beeching intimately, he joined my Coy. 
“C,” 2nd Bn. when stationed at Chatham in 1886. We were 
intimately connected with the football team at Londonderry 
in 1894-5.I am pardonably proud of my shooting record:—

Army Sixty, twice (Wallingford period).
Best Shooting Coy., 2nd Bn. Cr. Sgt.
King's Hundred, Bisley.
Grand A.ggregate, Bisley.
Kent County Team for County Championship Bisley 5 years. 
Kent County Championship, N.R.A. Bronze Medal.
A bit of Jungle Shooting, Kashmir, Bear and Burra, Singh,etc.
I have about 20 Possibles, S.N.R.C. Cards intact.
But I must stop. Yours faithfully,

H. COOKE,
372, London Road,

Upper Deal, Kent.
20th February, 1946.

-------4-------
NUREMBERG.

The great trial of major German war criminals now in 
progress at Nuremberg derives its importance from the fact 
that here is arraigned not merely a set of once powerful and 
unscrupulous men, but the whole basis on which, for the last 
five hundred years at least, international affairs have been 
c.onducted. The theory is that there is no authority above the 
State, and this holds good whether the State be represented 
by an absolute monarch, a ruling aristocracy, or a self-governing 
republic. There are customs and conventions regulating the 
Intercourse between these all powerful dependent States, but 
In the last resort there is no over-riding legal authority which 
can enact or enforce any code of inter-State behaviour or 
prevent or punish any infraction of these customs and conven
tions. The United Nations, by bringing the former rulers of 
Germany to trial for breaches of international good faith and 
for offences against the rules of diplomatic behaviour and the 
customs of war, have now set themselves up as a super-national 
authority empowered to decide and judge on these matters. 
The evidence so far produced shows clearly that the Nazi rulers 
of Germany conducted their international relations in a spirit 
of cynical contempt and disregard of all hitherto accepted 
customs and conventions, no doubt in the belief that even 
if Germany were defeated, they would never be called to 
account. It is exactly for this offence that they are now being 
tried, and thereby the international code is being given what 
it has hitherto always lacked to give it the full force of a 
true law — the powei; of enforcing Its dictates, or what is 
technically known as a sanction. This is one of the most 
important forward steps that have ever been taken in inter
national relations, for by it the law has been brought level 
with enlightened public opinion in a field in which more than 
in any other it has lagged behind. Public opinion throughout 
the world has for long disapproved the unprovoked aggression 
and war-making; does not even the most belligerent govern
ment have to plead before its people that Its wars of conquest 
are In reality defensive in purpose, and waged for the protec
tion of sacred and undeniable national right, were this only 
the right of a self-styled “master race” to batten on its 
inferiors? But up-to-date infractions of this ban of public 
opinion on offensive could only be countered, not by legal 
process, but by an allegiance of other States acting more or 
less as vigilantes, after the fashion of the lawless days on 
the frontiers of civilisation, and even after the criminal nation 
had thus been curbed in its career of wrong-doing, the rulers 
responsible for leading it astray always escaped being called 
to international account for their international offence. After 
the precedent of Nuremberg, they will no longer be able to 
reckon on such immunity, and the realisation of this fact can 
hardly fail to act in some sense as a deterrent to future war- 
makers. This is the primary importance of these trials of 
these German rulers who shared between them the responsi
bility of deliberately letting the second world war loose on 
the world.

OBITUARY
DEATH OF EX-COLOUR SERGEANT T. CALLAGHAN.
It is with regret that we have to record the passing of yet- 

another veteran soldier of The Queen's Own, in the person of 
Col.-Sgt. T. Callaghan, which took place at his home, 10, 
Cambrian Eoad, Tunbridge Wells, on Monday. January 28th.

Thomas Dennis Callaghan enlisted in the regiment in 
1885. and with scarcely more than six months' service to his- 
credit saw active service with the 1st Bn. in Egypt, for which 
he was awaided the Egyptian Medal and Khedives Star. Many 
years of foreign service in Malta, Gibraltar, Aden and India 
followed, and In the latter country in 1897 he was engaged in 
some of the severe fighting in the Malakand, etc., under General 
Sir Bindon Blood.

Returning to England in 1903 he was posted to the 
Permanent Staff of the Volunteer and Territorial Forces, and 
served as Sgt. Instructor, first at Westerham, and then at 
Tunbridge Wells. On being discharged to pension after 26 
years’ service, however, he did not entirely sever his connection 
with the regiment, but remained at the Drill Hall of the 4th 
Bn. in Tunbridge Wells as caretaker and club steward until 
1930. He also for some years acted as instructor to the Junior 
Officers’ Training Corps attached to Skinners School, Tunbridge 
Wells.

The funeral took place on Saturday, February 2nd, a 
service in St. Matthews Church being followed by interment 
at the Tunbridge Wells Borough Cemetery. The family 
mourners included the deceased's widow and two daughters, 
and amongst the many relatives and friends who assembled 
in the church to pay their last respects to a very popular 
personality were a number of old comrades who had served 
with him in the regiment, including W. Pollard (representing 
the Past and Present Association), W. G. Moase, H. Hilborn, 
W. A. Rose, E. H. Burton, H. Hall, A. Adams, L. J. Neve, etc.

GILBERT FREDERICK DOBLE.
Son of Mr. and the late Mrs. Percy F. Doble, of Beckenham, 

Mr. Gilbert Frederick Doble died on January I8tli at Jasmine, 
Kern County. California, after a short illness at the age of 52 
years. He served with the 7th Bn. In 1915.

Born in Beckenham, Mr. Doble was educated at Clare 
House and Merchant Taylors Schools and directly after leaving 
school he went to Hamburg. Paris, Madrid and Lisbon to study 
Continental languages and characters. He was abroad until 
almost the outbreak of the 1914 war when he rose from the 
rank of Pte. in the H.A.C. to that of Intelligence Officer on the 
staff of the Second Army Corps in Flanders and subsequently 
in the Army of Occupation at Cologne. He was wounded 
several times and was awarded the M.C. in the Somme battle, 
mentioned in dispatches and received a Bar to the M.C. in 
the 1918 advance

After the war Mr. Doble went to California in 1921 with other 
demobilised British officers and had orange groves there.

During his time in Beckenham he was a member of the 
Beckenham Baptist Church and of the Sunday School.

--------- f ---------
MARRIAGES.

REVILL—GONZALEZ.—On the 7th February, 1946. at Alameda, 
Gibraltar, Sgt. A. Revill to Olga Gonzalez.

FRANKLIN—HODGKISS. — On the 8th December, 1945, at 
Rotherham, Yorks, Sgt. N. Franklin to Becky Hodgkiss.

WOODFORD—LATHAM.—On the 1st November, 1945, at 
Flitwick, Beds., Pte. P. Woodford to Marjorie Latham.

FORTHCOMING MARRIAGES.
PUGH—LYLE.—The engagement is announced between Peter 

Storie Pugh, M.B.E., M.C., The Q.O.R.W.K. Regt. (T.A.). 
of Pennard House, Sevenoaks, son of Major L. P. Pugh. 
Stidulfe Meade. Seal, and Alison MacGregor, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Oliver Lyle, of Shorehill, Kemsing. 

BUSHNELL—HINDSON. — Tlie engagement Is announced in 
Eltham, between R. H. BushnelJ, ex-The Queen's Own 
Royal West Kent Regt., eldest son of Mr. and Mrs. Bushnell, 
of 9, Arsenal Road, Eltham. and Miss Nancy Hindson, 
W.A.A.F.. youngest daughter of Mrs. Hindson. of 7, Arsenal 
Road, Eltham, Kent. The wedding will take place at St. 
Luke's Church, Eltham. at 2.30. on 16th March, 1946,
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::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

: News from Battalions :
::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

I St BATTALION
The keynote of the happenings of the past month has 

been change—change of location and change of personnel. 
Concerning the change of location It may be said that the 
Bn. has moved by road from Larissa to Salonika. “B" Coy. 
moved first, together with the Pioneer Platoon. “H.Q." 
Coy., “S” Coy. and “C” Coy. moved together some three 
weeks later. “A” Coy. remained in Larissa, but will be 
joining us here In the near future. It is always hazardous 
to travel on Greek roads; but our latest journey was doubly 
so by reason of the frozen snow, which covered the tor
tuous mountain passes of Servia and Kozani. But apart 
from fatigue and a little delay—and on the part of group
conscious individuals not a little nervousness—all arrived 
safely at our new location, the Agricultural Barracks. 
The name is a little misleading. Everything is far from 
“laid on”—except a considerable number of garrison duties! 
And there is a lot of work ahead of us to make the bar
racks comfortable.

The journey itself was far from comfortable, Kozani, 
where we stayed the night, is possibly the coldest place 
in the world—or so it seemed to us at the time, on a 
dark unfriendly night. But the volatile weather of this 
country provided us with an almost cloudless sky on the 

• following day, when we crossed the high Kozani Pass down 
into Veroia and the fiat, bare, pasture plain of Salonika. 
Prom the summit of the pass there was a fine view across 
miles of irregular snow-clad mountains, scintillating in the 
sunshine; and hundreds of feet beneath us a spectre-like 
•mass of white cloud advanced slowly along a valley. In 
the Salonika plain it was considerably warmer; and there 
was no snow. Prom our present home there is a magnifi
cent view across the Gulf of Salonika to the South-West, 
where great snow-coated mountains sparkle In the clear 
sunshine by day; and in the evening stand out in sable 
silhouette against the peach and orange light of the set
ting sun and the still silver of the sea. Behind us to the 
East and North-East rise more mountains cloaked in snow 
—a permanent reminder to us of the obstacles that con
front any who are so bold as to travel through Greece by 
road in mid-winter.

Many familiar faces have now left us with the depar
ture of A/S Groups 25 and 26. It would be impossible here 
to mention them all, and invidious to mention individuals. 
But, wherever they may be, we wish them, and those of 
Group 27, who are about to leave us, every success in 
“Civvy Street.” And we have been very pleased to welcome 
the newcomers who have taken their place.

Some changes have taken place within the Bn. Capt. 
McFarland has left “H.Q.” Coy. to assume command of 
“B” Coy. With him are three other newcomers to the Coy.; 
Capt. Westcott, Lt. Kimberley and C.S.M. Relf. His place 
in “H.Q." Coy. has been taken by Capt. B. Brook.

In “A” Coy., Major S. E. H. Glyn is still Coy. Com
mander, aided by Capt. T. H. Parnacott. C.S.M. Copper is 
missed by the Coy., as he has been R.S.M. for the past 
few months. Sgt. Potter, however, has been helping as 
A/C.S.M. “S” Coy. is still commanded by Capt. Tennant. 
Lt. G. Smyth has taken over the arduous task of Pioneer 
Officer. A newcomer to the Coy. is Lt. Alan Loveys (ex-
Cheshire Regt.). His skill at sport, In particular hockey, 
.it is hoped, may assist the Coy. to attain sports supre
macy. “C” Coy. is now commanded by Major D. J. McLel- 
land, who was until recently the Adjutant. His assistants 
are Capt. N. Le Ball and two newcomers, 2nd/Lt. Nowell- 
Ustieke and 2nd/Lt. Hills. The new Adjutant is Capt.
•P. J. Harris, who used to be in “A” Coy.

The change both of location and personnel has in
volved a lot of work. And there has been little opportunity 
for sport. But the past month has seen another inter- 
Coy. knockout football competition, of which the final re

sulted in a drawn game, despite extra time; and a replay 
ended in the same manner. Consequently it still remains 
to be proved whether “B” Coy. or “H.Q.” Coy. has the better 
team. Other diversions have been the distribution of Red 
Cross parcels in villages near and far; and keeping abreast of the altering values of the Drachma.

The outlook for the immediate future would appear 
to be much work in organising the comfort of the bar
racks. and heavy garrison duties in the city. There will 
also be a continued change of faces in places both high and low.

OPERATION “REDEX”
A rather unique and novel experience recently befell 

this Bn. in Greece. It was to distribute clothing and food parcels to destitute families In many Greek villages, on 
behalf of the Red Cross. This "Red Cross parcel distribu
tion scheme” became known for brevity as “Redex.”

The Bn. was given an area which was divided into 
sections. In each section was a main dump and H.Q.. 
from which the parties worked. There were 5 dumps in 
all. Ayfa under Lt. R. Gallilee, M.C.; Raspani under Capt. 
T. V. Upton; Dheskati under Lt. C. Hale, and later Capt. 
McFarland: Elasson under Capt. W. Tennant; and Farsala under Capt. N. Le Ball.

All these dumps were reasonably near Bn. H.Q. at 
Larissa (situated 200 miles north of Athens), and were thus 
again, reasonably easily administered. Some of the dumps were 
in mountainous areas, around Mt. Olympus, and transport 
often had great difficulty in reaching them. Farsala was 
down to the South a little and only had a few villages 
in the hills to supply; the remainder being on the plains. 
It is to this dump that this account relates.

Before continuing, it would perhaps be better to give a 
few details of the Farsala area. The town has about three 
or four thousand inhabitants and is the centre, or “capi
tal,” for many of the surrounding villages. The town itself 
is situated at the foot of some mountains on the very 
fertile plain of Thessaly. During the occupation there 
were many Italians there; and very often they would kill 
a few people and make away with some chickens or pigs 
and other beasts. The partisans were always lurking in 
the hills and would send parties from time to time into 
Farsala for provisions. To eliminate this, they, the Italians, 
destroyed by fire and explosives the greater part of the
town. On top of that, the Greeks had to endure an earth
quake in 1940. Much has now been repaired temporarily 
with wood and corrugated iron sheeting, but the town is 
by no means back to normal in spite of U.N.R.R.A. help; 
and, coupled with the fact that the financial position in 
Greece is not stable, it will probably be some time before 
Farsala is really on her feet again.

A preliminary warning was received at the end of Octo
ber, 1945, and a recce, was carried out for both storage 
and billets. In the middle of November full instructions 
were received from the Red Cross and U.N.R.R.A., and a 
more detailed recce, was then carried out, particularly with 
a view to accommodating 2,000 food parcels for no less
than 48 villages and several hundredweight Of clothing. 
The instructions included details as to who was eligible 
for parcels, l.e. destitute and semi-destitute families; and 
in these groups, those with families larger than five in 
number took preference.

Final Instructions were received about 18th November, 
and on 20th November a last and co-ordinating recce, was 
carried out. This proved very satisfactory as it was the
local market day, and the Presidents of many of the vil
lages concerned were in Farsala for an outing. Those men 
were told of the scheme, who was entitled to a parcel, etc., 
etc., and to get their committees to prepare lists and send 
them c/o President, Farsala, as quickly as possible. The 
only remaining thing to arrange was billets for two Red 
Cross (Greek) workers (female) who had been told to help 
us; and then back to barracks.
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The dump was opened on 23rd November, 1945 ("A”

Coy. providing personnel), alter rather an unexpected diffi
culty. The Agricultural Bank of Greece, having promised, 
free, both billets and storage, suddenly went back on their 
word and said with much politeness “They regretted, but 
could we . . . .  ” Eventually we did, in some rooms above 
the railway station. Storage was also found in the station 
area.

On 24th November the clothing and parcels arrived by 
train from Volos. The train was officially the 0905 hours, 
but in keeping with tradition, it did not arrive until 1225 
hours. The stores were unloaded into the shed; and, just 
as we were adjourning for lunch, the two Greek ladles ar
rived. Being very keen, they immediately set to work chock
ing the clothing, then adjourned also for lunch and on 
to their billets.

That evening it was discovered that a Greek concert 
party was m town, putting on a “cabaret” type of act 
in one of the lamp-lit cafes. Some people ventured in and 
said it was most amusing. And on Sunday not many men 
remained in camp.

Sunday, 25th November, saw everyone, nurses included, 
sorting out parcels and clothing, and arranging a pro
gramme. About mid-day the Commanding Officer arrived,

saw our billets and discussed the programme. After an 
imposing meal of M. and V.. he left us (seemingly fit) and gave 
us his blessing to "Carry On."

The afternoon was spent in the company of the two 
nurses, talking of this and that, one of them" spoke French 
and the other good English, so conversation was not as 
difficult as one might have imagined.

Our programme was briefly as follows; the 48 villages 
were scattered all over the map, but mainly on the plain. 
So we divided the area into sectors, using roads as main 
uxis where possible. The plan was to move off Into an area 
giving out parcels to villages on the axis, and sometimes 
make deviations to visit odd villages nearby, then to carry 
on along the road back to base. This method would be 
used daily whenever practicable; and where not possible, 
owing to bad or even no roads, the villagers would come to 
the nearest point where we would meet them and distri
bute our parcels. All this was entirely dependant on the 
weather, which was due to break at any time and would 
make many of the lesser tracks and roads impassable. The 
whole programme was planned to last 14 days at a mini
mum if everything went well. (As it happened, bad weather 
did hold us up and make us seven days late). Clothing 
was allotted to only three villages, but, as it meant inter
viewing every family and nearly every member thereof, we 
were doubtful if the nurses could dispose of it in the three 
days we allowed them. However, they were very good at 
their particular work, and finished to schedule.

The weather throughout was rather a problem to us. 
Sometimes it would be very warm, and then we would get 
rain for two or three days on end, making delivery very 
difficult, and on occasions impossible. Our transport was 
one 15 cwt. for administration, etc., and one Dodge 3 ton- 
ner (which only has to see. mud and will go straight into 
It, regardless of the driver's endeavours to keep clear). The 
arrival of a jeep and trailer, after about a week, was a 
Godsend to us. We were then able to form a miniature 
convoy and to sot oil' on our daily rounds. When the 3 
tonner had just about “had it,” the Jeep would take over 
and run a ferry service using the lorry as the forward 
dump. In this manner, the effects of the bad weather were 
largely cancelled out. In addition to transport arid weather

there is another problem—roads, which in Greece are very bad. 
Owing to the war and the occupation there has been little 
or no maintenance for some years. As a consequence there 
are thousands of pot-holes per mile, even in main roads, 
and a resulting slowing-down in rate of progress. To do an 
average of 15 miles in the hour is very good. To attempt 
to describe the roads is very difficult; for full understand
ing and appreciation can only be obtained by personal ex
perience.

.Our 3 tonner Dodge driver caused considerable amuse
ment one day by making a very witty remark whilst driv
ing along a particularly bad stretch of road at dusk and in 
heavy rain. It was hard to avoid any pot-holes and as 
each one was full of water, it was impossible to distinguish 
the shallow from the deep ones. Every now and then we 
would find a deep one, and water and mud would splash 
over the radiator on to the windscreen. After experienc
ing several such incidents, the driver eventually remarked, 
with a very “brassed off” tone that he did not know whether 
he was driving a Dodge or a b.........destroyer.”

From this point on, the account becomes rather scrappy 
and disjointed. The work was almost the same routine 
daily, and apart from sitreps that were sent to Bn. H.Q. 
there Is no permanent record or diary of the different days’ 
work. It is possible only to give a very brief summary of 
our efforts, intermingled with various incidents to provide 
humour.

The veiy first day of the distribution (Monday, 26th 
November) was a day never to be forgotten. So much 
happened then that went wrong, that we were left wonder
ing if indeed anything v'ould go right, and if we would be 
finished before the New Tear. The first thing to go wrong 
was the O.C. Dumps being left behind at the commence
ment of the day. Then, after he had been rescued by a 
unit 15 cwt. truck taking a L.I.A.P. party to Athens, ho 
saw the dump vehicle on its way back to rescue him. 
Frantic signals were seen by the passengers in the rear of 
the dump lorry and the. driver of the 15 cwt. was even
tually contacted and the truck halted. As L.I.A.P. is L.I.A.P. 
the 15 cwt. slid of! at great speed the moment the unex
pected and unwanted passenger had alighted, leaving him 
lo walk nearly a mile to the place where the 3 tonner was 
finally found at the side of the road where he had become 
bogged to the axles, in trying to turn round to catch the 
elusive O.C. yet again. After futile efforts by six men had 
failed to free the lorry, we were finally towed out by a 
Greek truck, only to find then that the petrol system had 
got blocked and the truck would not start. It is on record 
that six sturdy men and true were on the verge of tears, 
aggravated by the fact that all this time the two Greek 
nurses were tickled to death with this free entertainment 
and were roaring with the most unladylike laughter pos
sible. We did, however, arrive at the first village sometime 
before tiffin, and got on with the distribution of parcels 
and clothing. Tea was produced in a very short space of 
time and very gratefully received. The villagers produced 
some eggs and some violently strong “hooch,” we produced 
the parcels; and then the Clerk of the Weather produced 
some rain, which meant that when the time came for us 
to leave, the lorry got bogged again. But with some hefty 
village lads assisting, we soon got free again.

The homeward journey was made with rather mixed 
feelings. According to our programme, we were doing the 
easy jobs first—i.e. those on, or near, the majn roads. The 
day's experiences gave us an idea of the difficulties likely 
to be met on the lesser roads. And, as some villages were 
approached only by tracks, little better than ploughed fields, 
it is left to the reader to imagine our innermost feelings. 
A “spy” was sent out to Farsala daily, with an interpreter, 
to find out the state of the roads and tracks, and to be 
responsible for informing .the various villages by giving 
warning to a representative when and where we would be 
arriving. Some of the villages were fairly remote. Some
times only short notice was given owing to one circum
stance or another. But the villagers were always at the 
correct rendezvous at the correct time, which confirms the 
existence of black magic or the "grape-vine” wireless.

This system worked very well indeed and was continued 
throughout our stay in Farsala. Much time was saved and 
much energy conserved by the knowledge that we were not 
going on a wild goose chase and that the roads were pas
sable. Wo also bad the benefit of knowing that we would 
be expected at a village and would not arrive there unex- 
pectedly and find the president had gone out for the day, 
leaving his office locked up and the list of intended recipients 
unavailable.

The two Greek nurses worked very hard indeed and 
were very good company After the clothing had been dis
tributed they volunteered to stop on and help us with our
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parcels. For that we were grateful, for besides being use
ful as interpreters, they knew and understood the tempera
ment of the people we were meeting. They knew, for 
instance, all about the schemes for doubling up and get
ting two parcels; and on many occasions they stopped people 
and turned them away saying that they had already been 
up. Sometimes they challenged a villager unexpectedly,
asked him his name, and if it did not agree with the list 
would turn him back and give him a sharp piece of tongue. 
One village, rather worse than usual in this respect pro
vided a little episode that bears recording. A rather trucu
lent young man was at the table to receive his parcel, 
when he was challenged and failed to give a satisfactory 
reply. Off went one of the girls into giving him the most 
Imperial rocket of all time. This miserable man just stood 
there listening, growing smaller and smaller and being 
more visibly shaken for no less than 15 minutes, which was 
the time the nurse spoke to him non-stop and complete 
with gestures. None of us remember seeing the girl take 
a breath at any time; and so shattered was this young 
gentleman at the end, that we considered the delay well 
worth while.

Another of our memories is about the village school
mistress at Kaledi (a half-hour's jeep ride into the hill 
behind Farsala). On our arrival there, we were met most 
cordially in a mixture of English, Greek, French, Italian and 
German, with perfection in her own tongue only. The class 
was Instantly dismissed and one small boy detailed to go

to the local to.get some drink. After about five minutes 
he came back with a tray on which were some small 
glasses full of a colourless liquid. This was assumed to 
be “Ouzo,” the Greek national drink, very strong, the sale 
of which is officially forbidden to the English because they 
try to drink it like beer, with very disastrous effects (blind
ness and even death has been known to be the result of 
drinking "Ouzo”). The school ma’am took a glass, emptied 
it “in one” and said “Kala” (Good), then handed the tray 
round to us. Rather than cause offence, we each took a 
glass and followed suit—with amazing results. The Sgt’s. 
hair literally stood on end (at least, what little hair he 
possessed), the eyes of one of the Pte’s. popped almost out 
of their sockets, as he clutched his throat and made gurg
ling noises. Another lad just burst out crying and your 
poor scribe was momentarily paralysed, being neither able 
to move or speak. And such was our introduction to 
“Chiperou.”

And so it went on, full of little incidents, some funny, 
others, such as bogged vehicles, most infuriating. We never 
had too dull or too hectic a time, and due to some masterly 
evasive tactics by the Sgt., when he went to Bn. H.Q. for 
rations, etc., we were never bothered by anyone from Head
quarters. We were just twenty-four In a large family, hav
ing a pleasant change from the routine of Barrack-room 
life; and, if it is in order to close on a personal note, our 
hearty thanks are due to Ptes. Don and Harris, who volun
teered to do our cooking—and never failed us once.

We arrived back at Larissa on 14th December, 1945. 
and almost immediately half of us were sent to another 
dump, which was in the hills, to help them finish their 
distribution and so be back in time for Christmas, which 
at this time was growing in Importance in our minds. We 
got through this in record time and were thus able to 
enjoy a well-earned Christmas.

And so ended Operation “Redex.” Capt. N. Le Ball.

ind BATTALION
The fog of peace referred to last month at last shows 

signs of lifting, for once again we have been given so-called 
“firm” dates for our move to Germany. 17th February for 
the main body by train and 16th February for the road 
party, and all ranks are unanimous in their wish that 
these dates hold good. A possible fly in the ointment is 
the weather, for very heavy rain has flooded the Rhine 
Valley, endangering the few bridges, and already some of 
our young officers and N.c.O’s.—straining at the leash to 
go on various courses in Germany—have been delayed 
several days by trains being cancelled at the last moment 
when they were at the station. The weather, too, has 
greatly hampered our sporting activities and of course the 
little out-door training that it has been possible to arrange here.

Training without equipment has been difficult, but wo 
have been able to borrow, thanks to various kindly neigh
bouring units, just sufficient carriers, 3 inch mortars, 6 
pounders and signal equipment, to keep our specialists 
reasonably well employed, and a few platoon weapons for 
the Cadre and Rifle Coys. Otherwise the days have been filled by drill, P.T., swimming (indoor baths), lectures, dis
cussions and games. The younger officers are feverishly 
collecting notes preparatory to describing how to make 
the Regular Army more attractive, and there is also much 
thumbing M.M.L. and K.R. as a result of the appearance 
of a series of instructions headed “Officers’ Study.”

Being transportless we have been loaned a few 3 tonners 
with Belgian drivers at the wheel. The result has been 
that nearly all work done outside barracks is carried out 
at a grave personal risk to those who venture. The Bel
gian drivers speak no English, appear to be unable to 
understand French, and in any case it Is doubtful if they 
would know the meaning of the words “go slowly” in any 
language! Dailv we expect to sight a “homing” 3 tonner 
over the Cathedral Tower, which, spinning gaily down the 
Antwero Road, has accidentally taken off.

Elsewhere with this month’s correspondence a-re two 
short and interesting articles by Major R. E. Moss, one will 
be of particular interest to those who served with the 1st 
Bn. in France and Belgium during 1939-40, and the other 
is of general interest, describing this town of Malines which 
we have all come to know so well. There are still a few 
remaining signs of the davs of liberation in Belgium (Sep
tember, 1944). In Malines there is a “Welcome Monty” 
sign painted on a wall facing the approach from Brussels 
and a few “T.T.” (50th Div.) signs still adorn the street 
corners. In Antwerp a notice in a shop window “English 
spoken, American understood,” strikes another note!

On 31st January we at last received the majority of 
our G 1098 stores brought down from Hamburg in the Bn. 
transport. The Q.M. and the M.T.O. have both now got 
severe headaches. The former in an effort to check stores 
where no facilities for laying these out properly exist and 
in an endeavour to overcome the problem of finding that 
the official contents of the boxes bear no relation to the 
actual contents—for instance a box marked “pick helves" 
in fact contained No. 38 wireless sets! The latter in an 
effort to make vehicles, which have been standing neglected 
for a considerable time, sufficiently roadworthy to complete 
the 350 miles trip to our new area. We still, however, 
have a small party in Hamburg under Lt. J. H. Cudlip, 
M.M., to collect our carriers and put them on a train, 
and to collect the few remaining vehicles and any other 
G 1098 stores that might turn up.

We have recently lost several of our number in Class 
“B” release, including the well-known figures of Sgt. Parker 
(“Sp." Coy.) and Cpl. Hamilton (“C” Coy.). The former 
was one of the stalwarts of the Bn. football team and his 
place will be very difficult to fill. The latter's chief claim 
to fame was that he was the tallest man in the Bn. and 
his departure will now leave the field clear for the 2nd-in- 
command. Incidentally, in view of feelers put out by three 
ex-members of the Bn., including two senior N.C.O’s. who 
were released three or four months ago, it appears as if 
a reverse flow may start shortly!

We were very pleased to see Lt.-Col. A. R. Fyler— 
S.O.I.P.T. at H.Q. B.A.O.R.—who paid us a short visit. 
Through him we had posted to us P.T. Sgt. Instr. Howard, 
who had served with the Bn. in Malta from 1939-43—a 
most welcome addition who we are more than glad to have. 
We were also very pleased to see Major J. H. Howard, 
R.A.S.C., who was originally commissioned into the Queen’s 
Own, and served with this Bn. in England in the 1930’s— 
He is now a Petrol “King” at Antwerp. Two new subalterns
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have been posted to us—Lts. S. M. Hutchinson (Bulls) and 
A. G. Ridley (R.W.K.)—but have not yet joined.

Brigadier W. E. Underhill, O.B.E., Com. 7 L. of C. Sub 
Area, paid us a visit to say farewell on 1st February, and 
had lunch in the Officers’ Mess.

In the world of sport the Bn. football team, whose 
photograph appears on this page, has continued to maintain 
its fine record, while some of the Bn. boxing team dis
played their prowess in public for the first time when 
competing at the L. of C. Sub Area Individual Champion
ship. Congratulations to C/Sgt. Ansell, L/Cpl. Levy and 
Pte. Bates on winning their respective weights.

“The Celestial."
Battalion Sports

Generally speaking the weather during the past month 
has not been very helpful as far as games were concerned. 
Heavy rains resulted in grounds being waterlogged for days 
on end and many matches have had to be cancelled. 
FOOTBALL—
Battalion Matches.

2 R.W.K. V . 47 R.H.U.
Played at Termonde, Friday, 11th January, 1946.
Team.—Pte. Powell (“D”); Sgt. King (“B”), Pte. Cooper 

(“A"); Pte. Dimmick (“B,” captain), Sgt. Parker (“Sp”), Sgt. 
Wallis (“D"); Pte. Beardmore (“A”), Pte. Dawkins (“Sp"), 
Pte. Clarke (“C"), Cpl. McTaggart (“C”), C/Sgt. Ansell (“C”).

Linesman.—Cpl. Stoner ("B").

A really first-class game, both sides all-out and neither 
dominating the game, but the Bn. side took full advantage of 
any opportunity.

After about ten minutes lively play Pte. Clarke scored 
after a scramble in the goal-mouth. The R.H.U., playing 
with the wind, used it to press home their attack, but splen
did play by the Bn. defence prevented any score until the 
second half. Pte. Cooper, at left back, played an excellent 
game.

The second half started with a bang, the Bn. pressed and 
Pte. Clarke scored again from a splendid bout of passing; 
the R.H.U. then made a determined counter-attack and 
managed to reduce the lead. Again the Bn. pressed and Sgt. 
Wallis scored the best goal of the game from about 20 yards 
out. The R.H.U. then reduced the lead, but the Bn. drew 
ahead with Cpl. McTaggart doing the necessary footwork. 
The play then settled to some very clever mid-field work by 
the R.H.U., and again the Bn. defence proved their mettle, 
but after constant pressure the R.H.U. once more reduced the 
lead. During the last 5 minutes the Bn. pressed and Pte. 
Clarke scored his third goal from a beautiful centre by C/Sgt. 
Ansell.

A very good game, with the wind becoming a very tricky 
factor at times; the Bn. deservedly won, but credit must go 
to the defence for their display in the first half.

Score.—2 R.W.K. 5 (Clarke 3, Sgt. Wallis. Cpl. McTag
gart); 47 R.H.U. 3.

2 R.W.K. V. 45 R.H.U.
Played at Malincs. Wednesday, 30th January, 1946.
A return game between two very good sides, which started

2nd BATTALION THE QUEEN’S OWN FOOTBALL TEAM, 1945-46.
Back Row:—L/Cpl. Taylor ("B.” referee). Cpl. McTaggart (“C”), L/Sgt. Wallis (“D”). Pte. Cooper (“A”), Major A. Martyn 
(Bn. Sports Officer). Sgt. King (“B”), C.Q.M.S. Ansell (“C"), Sgt. Duckett (“Sp.” trainer).
Middle Row:— Sgt. Parker (“Sp”). Lt.-Col. D. E. B. Talbot, D.S.O.. M.C. (C.O.), Pte. Dimmick ("B," captain), Major A. G. 
Rich (Officer I/C Football), Sgt. Elliott (“D”).
Front Row : — Pte. Beardmore (“A”), Pte. Dawkins (“Sp”), Pte. Davies ("C”), Pte. Clarke (“C").
Summary of Matches:—Played 9; Won 5; Lost 1; Drawn 3;Goals for 35, Against 16.
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off at a very fast pace on a slippery ground, but tailed off 
in the second half. Some delightful passing movements in 
the first quarter of an hour gave centre-forward Clarke (2nd 
R.W.K.) a chance which he took with a grand left foot 
shot. Following a misunderstanding between the defence and 
the goalkeeper, 45 R.H.U. attoned with a goal to make the 
scores 1—1. Further good play by 2nd R.W.K. again gave Pte. 
Clarke a chance to break through and score a further goal.

After half-time play became scrappy, and the standard 
of football of the first half was not maintained. Towards 
the end of the game, after consistent pressure 45 R.H.U. 
levelled the score again at 2—2, and the match ended without further goals being scored.

The team was the same as for the match against 47 
R.H.U. earlier in the month except that Sgt. Elliott (“D”) 
returned to the side as left back in place of Pte. Cooper. L/Cpl. Taylor (“B”) r-efereed.

Score.—2 R.W.K. 2 (Pte Clarke 2); 45 R.H.U. 2.
INTBR-COY. FOOTBALL LEAGUE.

The latest positions in the League are as follows: —
Coy. P W L D F A Pts.“C” 4 4 0 0 15 9 8“D” 5 3 2 0 11 8 6“Sp” 4 2 • 2 0 7 8 4
“B” 4 1 2 1 6 6 3“H.Q.” 4 1 3 0 3 9 2
“A” 3 0 2 1 4 6 1

Boxing
Training for the Inter Bn. competition when we finally 

reach 17 Inf. Bde. continues and we should have a really 
fair and reasonably well balanced team.

On Friday 18th January, 1946. there was a chance of 
giving some of the team very much needed “battle innocula- 
tion.” On this day the 7 L. of C. Sub Area Individual Cham
pionships were held in Antwerp. The following took part 
from the Bn.—
Bantam Weight—

Pte. Bates (H.Q.) soon proved that he was too strong and 
clever for his opponent in the semi-final, winning by a knock
out in the first round. In the finals, Pte. Bates fought a 
considerably heavier opponent who proved to be very strong 
and plucky. Bates, however, boxing - correctly and hitting 
extremely hard, proved a clear winner on points. This fight 
bears out the theory that correct boxing will nearly always 
gain the verdict against a fighter who continually swings, 
rather than hits.
Bight Weight—

L/Cpl. Levy (“B”) and L/Cpl. Saward ("H.Q.”) were drawn 
together in the final of the light weights. The contest 
proved to be very even, L/Cpl. Levy eventually winning a close 
fight on points. Both boxers show great promise, but L/Cpl. 
Saward must learn to hit in distance, as he is inclined to 
hit without getting his full weight behind the blow.
Welter Weight—

C/Sgt. Ansell ("£?”), fast and hard hitting, had no diffi
culty in knocking out his opponent in the first round of the 
semi-finals. In the finals, C/Sgt. Ansell, taking advantage 
of his speed and long reach, out boxed and out fought his 
opponent very quickly, the fight being stopped in the first 
round.
Middle Weight—

L Cpl. Burdett {“Sp”) gave a plucky display against a 
tough and experienced boxer. He eventually lost on points, 
but if he learns how to use his full reach, he will be well 
on the road to good boxing

Pte. Wood (".Sp”) was very unlucky to lose on a points 
decision. He fought a heavier opponent, but nevertheless, 
he gave a sound exhibition of good left hand punching, 
coupled with a hard right. He should do well in the future.

Sergeants’ Mess
Much to our surprise we find that this contribution is 

coming once again from Malines, or Mechelen, as we have 
affectionately called it. When I last wrote I thought it 
was just a question of a few days before we would be 
accommodated in our respective “Palatial Sgts’. Messes,” but 
the move, like Belgian sanitation, has passed, but slowly, 
and the Mess is still in the shade of the Cathedral, or 
rather within range of its many named bells.

As a whole we have not been too active, other than 
to organise a highly exciting Crib competition (which 
sounds a trifle flat compared with the various tales that 
circulate of outside activities). The said Crib competi
tion was won by C.S.M. Booth-Chamberlain after a terrific

duel with Sgt. Duckett. The winning was celebrated by 
those present and so the successful contestants finished the evening by being somewhat out of pocket.

A strange atmosphere occasionally pervades the Mess 
these days. Husky and big-shouldered members are heard 
to be discussing the merits of that strange feminine desire 
“fully-fashioned.” In darker corners “three pieces” are 
momentarily exhibited, prior to free use of Duty Free Labels.

Of course this sympton is not general, but effects some 
people differently. For example, Sgt. Wallis finds the 
greatest pleasure in having himself photographed — ways 
various -—■ and a smiling entrance into the Mess is always 
the sure sign of another exposure. “Six for ninety francs” 
was the most recent to date.

Last month we reported an abundance of brain food, 
i.e. fish, and laid the blame at “30’s” door. This time its 
an invasion of Hen fruit. This influx seems to have affected 
some members in the way usually associated with this commodity.

With very mixed feeling we bade Sgt. Parker farewell 
on “B” Release. It seems that in the dim and distant 
past he was a bit of a plumber's mate, and the War Office 
has just unearthed this information. In a more serious 
vein, the Mess lose a good friend and a thorough sports
man, and wish him every success in his new life (with our 
Madge) and hope for some happy reunions.

By the next issue the Mess will be minus “Tiffy” Mad
dens, "Carrier” Roberson, and yours truly. Many happy 
associations will be severed, but again we look forward to 
happy reunions.

And. so, cheerio for the last time—yours—
“Duck.”

“A” Company
The crowning attraction of this month was the wedding 

of the Prince De Lygne, of Belgium, to the Gravin De 
Bousies, which took place in the Cathedral of this town 
(Malines). All the space in front of our barracks was taken 
up by cars of every make and nationality. There was a 
Phantom Rolls, which outshone every other car, although 
the Packards, Mercedes, V8s and Lanchesters weren’t com
pletely in the shade. By the way, all these cars were 1946 

s models! Going back to the wedding, the Cardinal of Bel
gium, recently appointed by the Pope—Cardinal Von Roey 
married the Royal couple. The police of Malines were 
allowed to celebrate the occasion by drinking wine, spirits 
and beer at the local police station!

Thinking of Cardinals and beer reminds me of New 
Year's Day, when a certain Sgt. of this Coy. was recruited 
into the happy ranks of “Cardinal Puff.” I must say con
sidering that he was more or less a total abstainer before 
this occasion he put up a very good performance. He ac
quired a local appointment and an honourable one in one 
sitting.

During a windy period this month one of the gargoyles 
off the top of the Cathedral was dislodged and fell just 
missing two men of this Coy. One was heard to remark: 
“If he had hit me I should have got out of this place!”

The weather this month has been very unsettled. We 
have had snow, rain and wind, and through the ground 
being so water-logged we have not partaken in much sport. 
Next month we hope to tell of glorious victories in this 
sphere, weather permitting of course.

Before the next issue of the Gazette is due we hope 
to be miles away from Malines and Belgium. I suppose 
that some of the gentler sex of this place will weep and 
gnash their teeth, but they will be in the minority, and 
for the Don Juans, the sooner they get away the better.

Cheerio from “A.”
“B” Company

The much abused word “temporary” has proved to main
tain its customary elastic military meaning, with the result 
that we are still cementing the Entente Cordiale in Malines, 
whilst more or less patiently awaiting the overdue trek to 
our final area in Germany. The Coy. has now reconciled 
itself to customs continental; nevertheless, constantly 
praying for a de-valuation of the franc.

Travelling to and from Brussels on pleasure bent, and 
participating in more organised forms of sport occupies most 
of our waking hours. In the inter-Coy. football league we 
have played but one game since our last report—outstand
ing, however, by virtue of the fact that at last we managed 
to record our first win in defeating “H.Q.” Coy. by four 
goals to nil. Inter-platoon matches are a regular feature, 
and even the sedentary soldiery of Coy. “H.Q.” are slowly, 
and surely, but albeit painfully, becoming football minded.
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Several Coy. members have commenced to train with * 
the Bn. boxing team, outstanding amongst whom is that 
indefatigable campaigner and contemporary of John L. Sul
livan—C.S.M. Cowlard. L/Cpl. Levy represents the up-and- 
coming generation in this sphere, and is to be congratulated 
in winning the light-weight competition in the L. of C. 
Championships. It is hoped that the Coy. will ultimately 
possess its own boxing team.

Due to the desire of the Sgts’. Mess to procure fish at 
favourable prices, we have of necessity bade adieu to Sgt. 
“Free-o" Harris on short-term loan to "H.Q.” Coy. prior 
to his departure into Civvy Street.

As always, “B” Coy. would like to wish all its ex-mem
bers, wherever they may be, happiness and the very best 
of luck.

“Ben.”
“C” Company

While we are still pounding the cobbled streets of 
Malines we are wondering if, when, and how, we shall 
eventually depart from the shadow of the old, but famed, 
Cathedral.

The main difficulty seems to be, how to keep on the 
right side of the paymaster and retain a credit balance, as 
our Pay Clerk, Pte. Jolly, Is always surrounded by a bevy 
of bodies asking: “How much can I draw this week?”

Sporting news—we are still maintaining our position at 
top of the league by playing “H.Q.” Coy. and beating them 
3 goals to 1.On February 4th we at last played off a long anticipated 
match—Officers and full ranks v. The Best of the Coy. We 
had been endeavoring to play it off since Dover days, but 
owing to weather and other difficulties cropping up It was 
periodically postponed.

The 4th February dawned, and what a day it turned 
out to be—pouring with rain all day, but our minds were 
made up—so we played. It was a very enjoyable game and 
all concerned “bashed on regardless" of the weather. The 
result was a draw 3—3 and a very fair result, too. The 
teams were, Officers and Full Ranks—Lt. P. Revell, Sgt. 
Brodie, Lt. C. B. Rodger, Cpl. Lowe, Cpl. Wright, L/Sgt. 
Munday, C.Q.M.S. Ansell, Cpl. McTaggert, Major J. B. C. 
Palmer, C.S.M. Booth-Chamberlain, Sgt. Gibson. Rest of 
the Coy.-—Pte. Jolly, Pte. Penny, Pte. Popham, L/Cpl. Davies, 
Pte. Moss, Pte. Kennedy, Pte. Groves, Pte. Butland, Pte. 
Clarke 80, Pte. Miller 257, Pte. Warren.

We have one more representative in the Bn. football 
team now in C.Q.M.S. Ansell, who plays at outside left. 
Incidentally, Cpl. McTaggart has scored the most goals for 
the Bn. team.This time we turn to another sport—boxing. Our
versatile colour bloke, Andy Ansell, entered for the 7 L. of 
C. Sub Area Championship and came away with another 
medal to add to his collection, having won his bouts as a 
welter-weight. A nifty exponent in the art, he was a mem
ber of the Ramsgate Boxing Club before the war, and be
fore joining the Queen’s Own he attained distinction 
Divisional Welter-weight Champion of 43rd Div., while then 
serving in the Hampshire Regt.Congratulations to the following on their promotion : — 
Sgts. Court, Gibson; L/Sgts. Willy, Brodie, Munday; Cpls. 
Hamilton, McTaggart, Lowe; L/Cpls. Gorvin, Nichols, West, 
Wright, Davies, Short. Also to the following : Sgt. Jeffery, 
Cpls. Ferguson, Boyer, Murray, who have been transferred 
to “Sp.” Coy. as specialists.

Class “B” Release has claimed two more of our stal
warts, namely Cpl. Hamilton, who has returned to the Dun
dee Police Force—(best of luck P.C. Hamilton) and L/Cpl. 
[Burr, who Is a builder (get cracking on those houses, 
brother, and all the best).

With this issue we are submitting a group photograph 
of the Coy. for our readers. Did you ever see such a fine 
body?Information has just come in that it is pretty definite 
that the next article will be written within earshot of
guttural intonations; so till then we say “Cheerio.”“Lesandy."

“D” Company
Once more we make an appearance with "Hallo, and all 

the best” to all of you everywnere from the one and only 
"Dog” Coy.Since our last contribution there have been drastic 
changes in both Coy. and Bn. The Coy. has now reverted to 
the old scale of three platoons—one platoon—- "Hamburger” 
by name, has had the misfortune to be disbanded. Pro
motion in the Bn. has indeed been rapid—so much so, in.
fact, that the P.R.I. Is most concerned about his stock of
white ink.We have unfortunately said goodbye to Lt. (“couldn’t care 
less”) Cudlip, M.M., who has taken on to his shoulders the 
responsibility of Anti-Tank Officer in "Sp." Coy. We wish him
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success and good luck In his new appointment. We hope 
to see much of him at Northeim and meanwhile "Bash on 
Regardless.”

Within the walls of Malines Barracks stand some queer 
looking objects—sixty in all—I think they call them vehicles. 
All shapes and sizes from Classes 1 to 3 It appears. Some 
managb to roll along, some scrape to the main gate and 
some just won't make an effort. Also newly arrived are 
G 1098 stores, brand new and neatly packed. The Q1I. staff 
are indeed In their element.

You are no doubt wondering why we have given this 
subject so much prominence. How could we miss such an 
opportunity? After all, it was ex-16 (Hamburger) Platoon 
which did a considerable amount towards the safe arrival of 
both vehicles and stores from Hamburg. One N.C.O. from 
this party (no names, no pack drill) arrived back with a 
theme song which goes to the tune of “Alice Blue Gown.”' 
Here it is, and we hope you like i t : —

Its my 39-45 Star,
Its the grandest of medals there are,
I’ve got one on my chest—
I’ve got one on my vest,—
I’ve got one on my pyjamas when I go to rest.
Its my 39-45 Star.
It’s the lovliest medal by far,
I’ve got thousands more.
But the one I adore.
Is my 39-45 Star.

We sincerely hope to be leaving Malines in the near 
future for the skies of Germany. Our money has been just 
melting away, and the pay clerk can be seen looking very 
worried, having, no doubt, received 1483’s from the Paymaster, 
endorsed “For Immediate Action”—need we say more? We 
shall be glad to get settled down to a definite job, and just 
a little bit more comfort.

A strange and dangerous epidemic, has recently struck 
us, commonly known “Demobitis.” Particularly has this 
effected groups 26 end 27, who show outward symptons of swelling heads, laughing faces and a swinging stride—you 
just can’t miss them. Both the C.O. and the M.O. appear 
to be most concerned about It all.

Sports and activities In general have recently been very 
slack, due to bad weather. No doubt on our arrival in 
Germany, and by the time our next contribution is due, we 
shall have much to discuss on these matters.

As we go to press we have heard of more promotions :—
Congratulations to L/Sgt. Len Elliott, to full Sgt.; and 

to Cpi. Jack Uden, to L/Sgt. We are sorry, however, in the 
same breath, to say good-bye to L/Sgt. Uden on posting to 
“A” Coy. Good luck, Jack.

So for now we say “Tot-selns” to you all and the very 
best of luck in the future.

Once again the “one and only”—
“Gone to the Dogs.”

‘ Support Company
Since you heard from us last month, this Coy. has been 

getting down to some real hard work. We’ve borrowed equip
ment from neighbouring units and, allowing for the rather 
difficult conditions under which we have been working, have 
made quite a good job of training the N.C.O’s. posted to us 
from other Coys.

Our Coy. Commander has now returned to us from his 
rather protracted visit to Hamburg, and can be seen on 
occasions counting the grey hairs he collected while trying 
to get the Bn’s. M.T. and G 1098 stores organised.

: It is with some sadness we record the passing into Civvy 
Street under Class “B” release of our very popular Sgt. 
Parker.

He has done great work for the Bn. and Coy. football 
teams and for the last two months has performed the duties 
of C.S.M. with zeal and efficiency.

The only Platoon not carrying out normal training are 
the Assault Pioneers who have been kept hard at work doing 
just about every job from mending beds to repairing Sgts’. 
Mess sanitation.

It is said that the quickest way to send Cpl. Wood into 
a rage is to say : “Can we have another box, please?” The 
Carrier Platoon managed to find quite a good training ground 
about five miles from Malines and have been scurrying over 
sand dunes and between trees like ants in a nest.

In conclusion, if this is our last communique -from 
Malines, we should like to say that we have thoroughly en
joyed our stay here, but we welcome our move into Germany, 
if only to get our bank balance and A.B. 64, Pt. II into good 
order again.

“H.Q.” Company
It is with mixed feelings that we contemplate moving 

from Malines, where we have been these past seven weeks. 
Ideally situated halfway between Antwerp and Brussels, our 
stay here provided us with opportunities compensating in 
some ways for the months spent at Broome Park. However, 
seven weeks have played havoc with our pay books, causing 
the clerk many headaches, and it will be a relief to many 
to get to a steadier life in Germany.

Malines is what the guide book would call “an old world 
town.” We agree, but while we admire its old world streets 
and old world churches, we are not favourably impressed 
either with its old world cobbles or its old world sanitation. 
One is rewarded for a climb of 512 steps, by the fine view 
from the Cathedral tower, whose bells chime all day and 
most of the night; when not ringing fqr the hour they are 
tolling for one of M echelin’s innumerable funerals.

Under the shadow of the tower Sgt.-Major Whitlock dally 
held his muster parade when we first arrived. Attendance 
dwindled, however, to such an extent that he was reluctantly 
forced to discontinue it. The Sgt.-Major contents himself, 
nevertheless, with visions of victory parades through Hardeg- sen.

In the field of sport, though our football team lacked in 
result what it made up for, I believe, in effort, the name 
of the Bn. was gallantly defended in the boxing ring at 
Antwerp by L/Cpl. Saward and Pte. Bates. Many is the 
time, also, that R.Q.M.S. Dumbrell has been seen dressed to 
take his part in the Bn. Hockey Team. Whether the same 
team will become the Ice Hockey team in Germany or not, 
remains to be seen.

Headed by R.S.M. Pratt, Sgts. Sodeau, Small, Ellison, 
Cpls. White and McAuliffe, and three shoemakers, together 
with their Cpl. Hutchinson, are busy ticking off the days in 
their several calenders, waiting for that fateful day in March 
when 27 group is let loose on the outside world. We, less 
fortunate, can but echo the words of the clergyman, who 
added in his intercession, a prayer for those over group 60.

“Twist.”
M.T. Section, Company

M.T. butting in! Having been away from the Bn. since 
Boxing Day we think Its about time we made ourselves heard.

On the 26th December, we, still suffering from the effects 
of the previous day, were sent out into the night to collect 
transport from Hamburg. On the eve of the following day 
we were bundled out of the train onto a tiny railway station 
about 18 miles from Hamburg. T.C.V’s. took us to a nearby
R.H.U., where, although at the time we didn’t realise it, we 
were destined to spend the next five weeks.

The next morning we looked around and took stock of 
our immediate surroundings. The buildings looked impressive, 
the scenery very drab. We afterwards found out that our 
billets were built during the war as a Panzer Barracks, and 
that the scenery looks very much the same over the greater 
part of the country.

News came through later on that vehicles would not 
be ready for collection until a later date, so we settled down 
for an indefinite stay. Liberty trucks were available for a 
limited number each night and we took advantage of this 
to sally forth into Hamburg. Hamburg in a recumbant atti
tude, does not look very impressive unless one looks upon it 
as a monument-to misplaced military strategy. However, 
after the first few visits, each of us went our various ways, 
seeking, and finding, in most cases, our own particular brand 
of entertainment.

The Staff of the R.H.U. were very kind and let us share 
their duties, so we were kept busy most of the time. We 
missed the bright lights of Malines, the Cathedral bells and 
the Sgt.-Major’s friendly smile; this, however, was counter
acted in various ways by the local attractions. Not only was 
the dining hall tastefully decorated, but the food was really 
eatable.

Several members of our party did a convoy run to Copen
hagen and I have since tried to get some interesting infor
mation from them about the place, but the mention of 
Copenhagen just brings a far away look into their eyes, and, 
according to their individual tastes, they mutter about the 
food, the “frat,” or the friendliness of the people.

As the days passed we collected our vehicles a few at 
a time until the day came when our work was done and we 
were going back to Malines. We left the R.H.U. in a blinding 
snowstorm; the roads were bad, and the prospects of a plea
sant journey faded quickly from view. The weather 
brightened up later, however, and we made good headway 
over the German border and into Holland looking very clean 
and freshly painted. We passed through Arnhem and
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memories of darker days were brought to our minds. On the 
outskirts of the town we saw the graves of men, buried where 
they had fallen, on the roadside and in the nearby fields. X 
am sure that most of us mentally saluted those men and the 
others like them who made it possible for us to drive, un
hindered, from Germany to Belgium.

Breakfast in Germany, dinner (compo) in Holland, and 
supper in Belgium. This I think was a fitting finale to our 
five weeks absence from the Bn.

“Sump.”
---------4---------

5th BATTALION
News from the Rock

Since I last wrote we have been very active. The accom
modation of the Bn. has been rearranged—“A” Coy. has re
lieved “C” Coy. on frontier duties. "B” Coy. is half-way 
through its individual training and “D” Coy. has assumed 
a primary role of Support Company—Innumerable weapons 
and cannon having been thrust upon us.

We have completed a novices boxing competition, and 
are now preparing for our first visit from H.E. The Governor, 
which takes place next week.

A word about the boxing. Lieut. V. C. Abpilanalp, “The 
Administrator,” deserves praise. It was well run and well 
supported. Our congratulations to “C” Coy. on winning.

There is not a little talent in the Bn. and I hope we 
shall get many entries for our individual meeting to be held 
in the near future. Nothing like being In the limelight. 
Keen boxers mark my words.

The following are to be congratulated on their perfor
mances : —

Pte. Collyer, “O” Coy.; Pte. Wall, “0” Coy.; Pte. Saywell, 
“D” Coy.; Pte. Buller, “D” Coy.; Lieut. O’Reilly “H.Q.” Coy.; 
Pte. Hull, “B” Coy.; Pte. Stone “B” Coy. (best loser).

We have heard that the first instalment of wives is to 
arrive from U.K. tomorrow. Quick work on someone’s part, 
but excellent work. I should like to welcome, in anticipation, 
Mrs. Stopford, wife of Capt. M. R. Stopford, who forms the 
contingent. Let us hope to see some other ranks’ wives be
fore the end of the month. We have taken over several 
Married Quarters and the R.E’s. are working on them as I 
write (6 p.m., call that nothing). They’re not bad either, 
and have a good view of the harbour, which is by no means 
universal.

We should like to congratulate Sgt. A. Revill "D” Coy. on his marriage, on February 7th, to Miss Olga Gonzalez, 
and wish them every form of good luck.

“A” Company
Once again we bring you the latest news from The Coy. 

We’ve left our palace at Moorish Castle and have moved 
down to the frontier. One consolation is that we don’t have 
to climb innumerable steps to get anywhere. On the other 
hand our peace is disturbed constantly by the planes. Now, 
on an incoming plane a mighty dash takes place to see 
whether it is a mail plane. Oh yes. they do come in occasion
ally.

The Coy. is now considerably depleted — Lieut. V. C. 
Abplanalp has taken on the duties of Messing Officer. We 
have also lost many old pals, who have left for jobs on, or 
off, the rock. In fact the usual remark amongst N.C.O’s. on 
a Coy. Parade is “Wot, No Men?”

We congratulate Cpl. Nash on going up to L/Sgt„  and

5th BATTALION OFFICERS
Back Row, left to right.—Lieut. W. C. G. Allen, Lieut. W. Uden, Lieut. L. B. Epsom, Lieut. M. C. O’Reilly, Capt. 
T. Auston, Lieut. H. B. Deakin, Lieut. E. N. Duke.Centre Row.—Lieut. W. T. Godfrey, Lieut. M. T. Irving, Lieut. V. C. Abplanalp, Capt. W. A. Nightingale, Capt. 
R. H. Jackson, M.C. (R.A.M.C.), Lieut. K. H. N. Cooke, M.C., Capt. J. A. Aldred, Rev. Potter, Lieut. W. D. Rook- 

ledge.Front Row.—Capt. A. W. Chase, Capt. V. Moth, Major E. S. Heygate, M.C.. Lieut.-Col. E. S. Kerr, Capt. D. E. Blum, 
Capt. G. F. W. Norton, Capt. H. P. Barnett, M.C.
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A” COMPANY ON BATTALION PAKADE.
L/Cpls. Acott, McKee, Pepper to Cpls. Ptes. Gorvin and 
Bull to L/Cpls. Good show lads! Keep them coming.

A fortnight ago the Coy. performed the Ceremony of the 
Keys under Lieut. Irving and Sgt. Sidders. In our true style 
we did it with flying colours. At least a “Rock Happy" 
veteran of another unit was heard saying "They’re pretty 
good, aren’t they?”—He’d been here for 3-S- years.

Recently the Convent House Guard supplied by our Coy. 
was congratulated again by H.E. The Governor on its excel
lent turnout. Keep it up lads and show them what a real Coy. can do.

Lieut. J. M. Irving was recently attached to “C” Coy., 
but only temporarily and the Coy. hopes he will soon be back with us.
FOOTBALL—

Although we have lost some good players like Pte. Gray 
to Garrison H.Q.. and Wreford who plays for the Bn. Pte. 
Cassidy is still holding together a formidable side. They 
plaved the R.A. and won 8—1. and another friendly game 
with H.Q.. result 2—2. But now football has started in 
earnest and we are to play H.Q. in a league match.

STOP PRESS.—Able Coy. does it again! “A” v. “H.Q.”
1—0.
HOCKEY.—

The hockey eleven a-side is now getting into its stride. 
The other week thev played the Liverpool Scottish, we won 
7—0. We recently played again winning 2—1. In fact it is 
a oity that the hockey league has been cancelled. Inter- 
Cov. hockey has not vet made any headway’. Able Coy. 
have plaved the R.A’s. in a six-a-side match. We learnt a 
lot, but lost 10—8.

Well chaps I guess that is about all for now so will 
sign off until the next issue.

“Rock Happy.”
“B” Company

In “B” Coy. we are settling down in our new billet after 
a short move from Moorish Castle to Casemates. This move 
brings us nearer to the centre of the town and saves climbing many steps.

We welcome hack our Cov. Commander, Capt. Stopford, 
after his fortnight in the Military Hospital. We wish good 
luck to Pte. Rogerson who has left us for Class “B” Release, 
and Cpl. Hopper who has been posted to Home Establishment.

The Coy. is now doing one month’s individual training.

Our next move will he to British Lines, and in the summer 
we shall go to North Africa for a month.

We drew our last football match with “C” Coy. and won 
against “A” Coy. by four goals to one. Although this month 
we are able to devote less time to sport, hockey and basket
ball are popular and are run by Lieut. Rookledge.

"B” Coy. supnlied the Outpost Platoon for the Ceremony 
of the Keys and showed us a good turn- out and some smart 
drill. They were awarded a free day by the C.O. for their 
good work which was done under the Command of Lieut. 
Rookledge and Sgts. Ball and Butteriss.

Keep it up “B” Coy.

“C” Company
Once again we knuckle down and give you all the latest 

news fropi “C” Coy. Since the last edition we have moved 
to a new" location, which we find is much nearer to the town 
and the local cinemas and other entertainments. We have 
a very line billet, a wireles .n each room which comes in 
handy to wake us up in the mornings and of course to 
put us to sleep at night; but for all that we still have to 
pvt up with the Coy. Orderly Sgt., “Jimmy” Slade, dashing 
around each morning at the unearthly hour of 06.30 hours 
shouting his “clarion” call — “Wakey, Wakey.”

“Charlie” Coy. are now looking forward to a day in March 
when we have to perform the celebrated “Ceremony of tne 
Kevs." This ceremony is performed once a week in the 
main square of Gibraltar, and has been for many years now. 
We feel sure when the time comes “C” Coy. will not let 
down the good name of the Bn., but will do their best to put 
up a first-rate show.

We are very sorry to say that Pte. Johnnie Veal has left 
the Coy. to return to U.K. owing to an illness; so from all 
of us here we send him our best wishes for a speedy re
covery. Also to Pte. Whiteman who was returned to U.K. 
by air on compassionate leave, we hope everything has turned 
out for the best and his father is now off the danger list 
and well on the way to complete recovery, all the best “Whitey.”

The Bn. Football League is well on the way, we have 
played 2 matches and won both games, the scores were : — 
“A” Coy. first in large print please.

“C” Coy. 4; v. “A” Coy. 1.
“O” Coy. 2; v. “D” Coy 1.

We rightly feel proud of these results, our next match is 
against “H.Q” Coy., and against them we hope to keep 
up our unbroken record, so watch out “H.Q.” Coy.
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BOXING—

We have formed a Coy. Boxing Team which is now in 
training under, the capable hands of C/Sgt. Hughes, we look 
forward to our first boxing match. All the best to the team, 
may they knock them down and pick them up.

,HOCKEY—
We are well represented in the eleven-a-side Hockey team, 

from this Coy. four Bn. Eleven players. Capt. J. Aldred, 
Lieut. Toogood, C/Sgt. Hughes and Sgt. Mathieson.
TABLE TENNIS—

Our congratulations to Sgt. Mathieson on winning his 
first round tie in the Bn. tournament, best of luck to the 
other Coy. men who have still to play oft.

As you can see from all that, we aren’t doing so bad 
In the sports line, a little esprit-de-corps in a Coy. goes a 
long way.

Cheerio again until next month.
“D” Company

During the last month we seem to have had rather more 
work than play in “D” Coy. We were pleased to hear that 
we had been chosen to act a dual role and to train as 
Support Coy., but we are beginning to appreciate just how 
much a "specialist” has to know. The conversation in the 
Barrack rooms and N.A.A.F.I. has risen slightly above its 
normal vein and the advantages and disadvantages of one 
support weapon over another are discussed at great length 
in very technical language. The fortunate ones on Cadres 
are already assuming the “specialist air” and are viewed 
with a certain amount of envy by the remainder of the 
Coy. as they pass on a “road walk and run.”

We welcome Lieut. Duke, C/Sgt. Griffin, L/Cpl. Foreland 
and several other members of “A” Coy. who have come to 
show us how to use Mortars. Congratulations to L/Sgt. 
Steward, Burkett, Revill, Cpls. Forrest, Foreland and L/Cpl. 
Williams on their promotion.

At St. Joseph’s Church, Alameda, Sgt. Revill was married 
to Miss O. Gonzalez, and later left for their honeymoon in 
Tangier. We congratulate them both and we know they will 

’both be very happy.The football team has done well and played hard this 
month. They started by drawing (3—3) with “B” Coy. in 
a high wind and to the accompaniment of excited screams 
from certain members of the Coy. We managed to beat 
‘“H.Q.” (2—1) in the same week, but had to give best to 
“C” Coy. the following week when they beat us (2—1) 
in a very hard game. Cpl. Beavan, • Pemberton 
(our own Fernandez), Escott and Benson, did very well and 
we congratulate Cpl. Beaven and Escott on being chosen 
to play for the Bn. 1st XI We expect big things from the 
football team and also from the boxing team, who have 
worked hard in their own time, under Sgt. Franklin.

Well that is all for now, except that we are improving 
in whitewashing prowess and have to think twice before 
putting a brush in the hands of the more ambitious mem
bers of the Coy., and so we say “Manana.”

H.Q. Company
Since we arrived on “The Rock” time seems to have 

passed with amazing rapidity, and Xmas and the New Year 
are left far behind. It seemed a pity to leave England with 
Xmas so near, and although everybody enjoyed Gibraltar’s 
amenities to the full, we are sure that many people were 
thinking of home during the period of festivities.

Now we are well into the month of February and all 
members of the Coy. are settling down to this somewhat 
restricted life.A word about the Sections.

The Pioneers are painting furiously. (In fact, the C.O. 
was heard to murmur that paint was the only thing that 
kept the barracks together). Unit Signs are appearing in 
the most surprising places. We feel that the Unit Sign-writer 
should be congratulated on his noble efforts.

Our M.T. are grappling with the transport difficulty, as 
all the vehicles on the Rock have seen better days. In any 

4case they have certainly mastered the gentle technique of 
‘refusing would-be customers. The M.T.O. excells in this re
spect, and has been known to have persuaded many a Coy. 
Commander that “his journey was really necessary.”

If any section can be accused of "shooting a line,” it is 
.the Signals. This doesn’t strictly apply in this case how
ever, as they have been labouring under the difficulty of not 
having sufficient qlassified personnel. This difficulty has 
been overcome, and in the immediate future, thirteen of its 
members are due to go before a Classification Board, thanks 
to the hard work of the Signals Staff, especially Sgt. Hudson.

We-haven’t mentioned the R.A.P. and Q.M’s. Staffs, but 
we hope to give them a “write up” in the next edition.

Several of the Coy. have left us under Class “B” Release 
Scheme. The latest departure being that of Sgt. Padgham 
(R.A.P.). Best of Luck Sgt.

We extend a hearty welcome to Lieut. Abplanalp, who 
has recently joined the Coy. in the capacity of Messing 
Officer.

On the Sports side, the Coy. soccer team has been suc
cessful, and held its own against the Rifle Ooys. of the Bn. 
In fact, several of the team represent the Coy. in the fen. 
stde. At Basket Ball, the Ooy. has met with great success by 
winning , to date, all knock-out Competitions held within the 
Bn.

In closing, we would assure you that there is no danger 
of unemployment in this Coy.

Sergeants’ Mess
Sgts’. Mess, 5th Bn., send greetings and best wishes to 

members and ex-members of Sgts’. Messes of the Regt., and 
apologise for being out of print for such a long period. How
ever now that we have settled down in our new station, our 
contributions to the “Buster” will be more regular.

Social activities of the Mess are not yet in full swing, 
but many members can be seen “hard at it” in preparation 
for the forthcoming Billiards, Snooker and Darts Tourna
ments.

The Mess is well represented in the Bn. Hockey Team 
namely, C.S.M. “Ted” Baxter, C/Sgt. Hughes, Sgt’s. Ball, 
Mathieson and Steward. But as yet none have found their 
way into the Bn. Football team, a point we hope to rectify in the near future.

Space is not sufficient to introduce all our members in 
one issue, so we will have to run a monthly Who’s Who.

No. I in the Mess, R.S.M. Sharpe, needs no introduction to 
the old 5th Bn. members, who doubtles remember him in 
the days of strife, when the Bn. did yeoman work in Italy. 
He is carrying on the good work and is rapidly attaining 
his ambition of having a Bn. Second to None in all things. 
He has an office, but sees so little of it, that rumour 
says he is considering having a table and necessaries on the 
Square, because that’s where he is nearly always to be found.

H.Q. Coy. has for C.S.M. a very well-known figure in the 
Regt., C.S.M. “Henry” Butcher, who is now most ably per
forming the duties of 1/c Entertainments, and if Henry can’t 
entertain, well who can?

The Mess owes much to C.S.M. “Syd” August, who took 
over Mess President for the first six weeks on the “Rock," 
but who has now temporarily left us for a two months’ de
tachment at British Lines, taking with him his merry band 
of Sgts. Lisi, Nash, Sidders and Banks.

Education is now in full swing and many members can 
be heard making strange noises which they consider to be 
fluent Spanish, others can be seen working out arithmetical 
problems on the Half-Penny board. • (Of course it might be 
their age and service group, plus a possible speed up in demobbing, they are working out).

“Basil,” C/Sgt. Hawthorne and Sgt. Hudson, the Signal 
Sgt., make really topping Bull-Fighters, according to photo
graphs, but certain things cause one to suspect that that 
noble animal is certainly not the target of their gay splendour.

Last, but definitely not least, in our this montli’s Who’s 
Who is R.Q.M.S. “Nobby” Stone, who Joined us from the 2nd 
Bn. and who is now already one of the leading lights in 
the Mess, and a valued member of the Bn.

Well folks I think thats about all the space we can 
fill this month, so we will close down until next month.

Cheerio.
--------- 4— ------

INFANTRY TRAINING  
CENTRE

During the month we said goodbye with regret to Lt.-Col. 
P. H. Macklin, O.B.E., who is on leave at the present, and, 
who, we understand is shortly to take over command of the 1st Bn. in Greece. We wish him every success in his new appointment.

Our new Commanding Officer is Lt.-Col. H. G. Veasey, 
D.S.O., The Queen’s Royal Regt. We offer him a very cordial 
welcome to the Unit.

There was an unfortunate motor accident on the 22nd 
February, resulting in the death of Cpl. T. Furminger, and 
injuries to Lieut. Baldwin, and Cpl. Hooper. The I.T.C. ex-
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tends its sympathy to the friends and relatives of Cpl. Fur- 
minger in their bereavement.

The policy of de-afforestation has been pursued very 
vigorously during the last month, and many large and beauti
ful trees have had to be cut down for reasons of safety. 
From a scenic point of view their loss is greatly regretted, 
as the Camp now looks very bare without them. The work 
of the I.T.C. has been affected to a certain extent from the 
depredations of the lumbermen, as they developed a happy 
knack of dropping trees on telephone wires.

On the 15th February, The Old Comrades’ Association met 
in the Sgts’. Mess, Invicta Lines, and in the evening Officers 
and Old Comrades were invited to a Social and Games 
Evening, by the Sgts'. Mess. Among the faces familiar to 
old members of the Regt. were those of Ex-R.S.M. Fred 
Hannon, Ex-R.S.M. “Hooky" Walker, and C/Sgt. Spooner of 
the Recruiting Office.

On the 22nd February all ranks had a very enjoyable 
evening at the A.T.S. Dance, in the New Gym, Barracks. We 
should like to say goodbye to Jun.-Commander Audrey Baker, 
and Oapt. Molly Taylor, of the A.T.S. and R.A.M.C. respectively, 
who have done such yeoman service in the Unit. Capt. 
Taylor has nursed many an ailing Corps Trainee back to 
health in the last 3 years, and Jun.-Commander Baker has 
always been well to the fore in all A.T.S. Sporting events.

Age and Service Groups 25 and 26 left a great deal 
of elbow-room behind them, and everyone is now wondering 
how employment could have been found previously for so 
many people. Some of the personalities whose faces are more 
readily missed are those of Sgts. Morris (“A” Coy.), Day (P.T. 
Staff), Maynard ("D” Coy.), L/Cpls. Rose (Orderly Room), 
"Alfy” Braithwaite (“A" Coy.), and Anderson (Officers’ Mess). 
Ptes. Warwick (“C” Coy.), and Napper (“G” Coy.). Among 26 
Group we lost Sgts. Harrison, Bourne and Freeman (a sad loss 
to the I.T.C. Football Team), Lennard (“H.Q.” Qoy.), Swift 
(“H” Coy.), Rowlingson (Cadre), Giordano (Officers’ Mess), 
and L/Cple. Rae (Orderly Room), Ptes. Oaley (Barber’s Shop), 
and Shepherd (“F” Coy.).

Our loss in Officers has not been very heavy, as yet, but 
Capt. David Burne, and Lieuts. Ronnie Bland, and “Bey” 
Harrison, have left for other fields. To all the above we 
extend best of luck in “Civvy Street."

SPORTSSOCCER—
The I.T.C. Football Team still progresses steadily, des

pite demobilisation, and their new pitch “among the bunkers 
of Penenden Heath.” They are now in the 2nd Round of 
the Kent Amateur League, and the 3rd Series of the Kent 
District Championship. Some recent scores are: —

Kent Amateur League, 1st Round : —
13 I.T.C. 9; 6th Royal Berks 0.

Kent District Championship, 2nd Series: —
13 I.T.C. 6; R.A.S.C., 148 Trg. Bn. 4.

RUGBY—
The I.T.C. Rugby Team has seen a marked revival, and 

some promising players are now on the Unit’s strength.
148 Trg. Bde. were beaten 6—3, but we met our match 

against 12 I.T.C. and lost 24—11.
The final of the 7-a-side Rugby Tournament was won 

by “C” Coy., in an extremely good match with “G" Coy. 
Some very good football was seen by a limited audience.
BOXING—

The 1st and 2nd Rounds of the I.T.C. Inter-Coy. Novices 
Boxing Championship were held on the 19th and 20th Feb
ruary, and. some very spirited contests were seen. “B" Coy. 
"bashed” its way into the finals, after two consecutive nights 
of fighting, accompanied by “B" Coy. male-voiced choir, and 
“E” Coy., which is also in the final, had an easy victory over 
“C” Coy., gaining a bye in the 1st Round.

The 2nd-Round contest between “B” and “D” Coy. was 
extremely close, and very thrilling, and much courage and 
determination was shown by the individual boxers.

The final has had to be postponed through an outbreak 
of vaccine-fever in the “B” Coy. Team, and an attack of 
gout on the part of the Coy. Commander.
CROSS COUNTRY RUNNING—

Cpl. Allbutt ran for S.E. Command in the Army Cham
pionship, over a 7J Mile Course at Camberly on the 27th 
February. The result is not to hand yet.

No. 13 
HOLDING BATTALION

“Fire”—Excuse me I think I hear the fire alarm sound
ing. *

Really this unit is, at the present time, suffering from 
a severe ‘war of nerves’. The effect is almost equal to that 
caused by a certain Cpl. Hitler’s threatened invasion of 
Britain - and it all started in the Welfare Office.

A small outbreak of fire was spotted by the 2 i/c, who,' 
with commendable promptitude, went into action with 
a bucket of water and quickly extlnquished the flames,

Now fire alarms are a daily, and we fear, maybe nightly, 
occurence.

The Incident has certainly made the whole unit more 
“fire conscious.” While on the subject of bugle calls let us 
proceed to ‘blow our own trumpet’.

The unit football team has put up a really magnificent 
performance this season and, among other triumphs, has 
won the Kent District Championship.

The final was played at Canterbury against 2nd Para- 
troop Regt. and resulted in a final score of 6 — 2.

At the present time our team heads the Kent Amateur 
League. Unfortunately the delights of “civvy" life have 
proved so attractive that we have now lost the services of 
most of the first eleven.

We are busy forming a hockey eleven and training has 
begun for the Kent District championship in which we hope 
to steal some of the football team's limelight.

In cross country running Cpl. Eden has put up some 
excellent performances recently, running 4th in the Kent 
District Championship and winning the Eastern Command 
Championship. He is representing (Eastern Command in 
the inter-command event. Good luck go with him and
our hearty congratulations on past successes.

Turning to social events, the weekly “All Ranks” 
dances are a popular feature and we can always be sure 
of a good attendance every Friday evening both at the bar 
and on the dance floor.

The Commanding Officer takes a lively interest in these ’ 
proceedings and can usually be seen “tripping the light
fantastic."

No. 13 (Training) Company
Life in this Company has been hectic in the extreme 

during the past few months. We have welcomed so many 
old warriors from every part of the globe; so many old faces 
have loomed up recalling memories of the past. We have
been pleased to see them all, but our special greetings go
to the ex-P.O.W’s. “Purple" is about the only member of 
our Staff who has been able to stand up to the perpetual 
round of celebration, for no sooner have we “welcomed" 
men home than we’ve had to give them a “send off”! No 
one seems to stay here long (wonder why?) before they 
are off on their travels again. Some overseas, to stop what 
remains of the Axis from forgetting the old “Dirty Half Hun
dred,” some to other Units in this country, but most have 
gone off to wear the old cloth cap and choker. Good luck 
to them all, we are sorry their stay has not been longer, but 
here’s hoping we shall meet again some day.

We extend our heartiest congratulations to the following 
on their marriages : —

Cpl. Burbridge, Ptes. Colbourne, Cannon, Wallis, McGrath, 
Martin, Wallace, Hammond, Thornton and Todd.

No. 2 (Holding) Company
Now that the peak of demob, has been passed, life in 

No. 2 Coy. settles down once more, after a period of turmoil 
and bustle. New faces are appearing behind the desks as 
the old members depart for Civvy Street. Many people 
have passed on their way out, including : —W.O. II Day, 
Sgts. Cowan, Mills, Mumford, Davies, G. Stace and Moore, 
from 5th Bn.; S/Sgts. Glendinning, Wright, Bennett, Sgt. 
(Jamjar) Garwood, Opls. Perkins, Thorne, from the 4th Bn.; 
C/Sgt. Suter and Sgt. Swaffer, from the 2nd Bn. Recent 
additions to the staff which include Major Winstanley, M.C. * 
(who takes over command of the Coy.), Sgt. (Rags) Hedges 
also S/Sgt. Pike from the 4th.

W.O. II Bonwick who for so long was C.S.M. of this Coy., 
has departed to the sanctuary of the Quartermaster’s Domain 
and is now the Bn. R.Q.M.S.

The Coy. held another of their Staff Socials during the 
month. The evening was a great success and the cabaret 
show and stage management of C.S.M. Redfern was much appreciated.
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“ MALINES ”
By Major R. E.

* Malines, on the River Dyle, is the ecclesiastical capital 
of Belgium. In a way it might be compared to Canter
bury. Until recent times its nodal position on the highways 
of Europe gave it a high commercial status, which, unfor
tunately, was frequently diminished by war, occupation, and 
'political upheaval. The lace industry In which the artisans 
of Malines were once pre-eminent, has declined, and Malines 
is now noted for its furniture and tapestries.

For us, living so near to the Cathedral of St. Rombaut, 
perhaps a few notes on It would be of interest. It dates 
from the 13th Century and is of Gothic design. The tower 
is 319 feet high and is one of the most notable in Europe, 
not only for its massive beauty, but for the delicacy of the 
exterior stonework. On each of the four sides of the tower 
is a clock-dial, 45 feet in diameter, and incidentally, on the 
pavement around the statue in the Grand Place—the statue 
of Margaret of Austria—is marked out a circle of the same 
diameter as these clockfaces, which gives one a good idea 
of the size of them.The famous Carillon, which you can go and inspect, 
consists of six great bells, the most famous being the bass 
“Salvator,” and thirty nine smaller bells. “Salvator” weighs 
nearly nine tons. The chimes of Malines are the heaviest 
and the most celebrated in the world. Amongst the artistic

THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. ROMBAUT, MALINES.
On right (middle distance) is the Church of St. Jean 
with the Ruben's pictures, and right (background) 
the Cavalry Barracks (45 R.H.U.). 2nd R.W.K. Bar
racks are just off the picture in the left bottom corner.

treasures inside, are the famous painting by Van Dyck, 
“Christ on the Cross;” the very famous high altar; and the 
beautifully carved pulpit.

In the church of St. Jean, there are some lovely paintings 
by Rubens, including the “Adoration of the Magi”; there is 
also the original bill for work done in the Church by the artist.

The identity of Malines was established, when, in the 
13th century, after a struggle between the Episcopal power 
and a family—the Berthouts—who administered the town, 
which ended in Malines coming under the domination of the 
Bishop of Liege. During the 14th century, after strife between 
the Bishops and neighbouring Princes, the control of the City 
passed to Louis de Male, Count of Flanders. Thence by 
heredity, it passed to the Dukes of Burgundy, to Charles V, 
and finally to the House of Hapsburg.

In 1473, Charles the Bold, established the Grand Council 
at Malines, and in 1477, when Marguerite of York held court 
in the City, it became very prosperous, until the court was 
transferred to Brussels in 1530. During the latter part of 
the 16th century, Malines suffered from pillage and invasion. 
In 1572, the Spanish forces, commanded by the Duke of Aloa, 
sacked the city and for 15 years, the Governor of Brussels 
was overlord of Malines. During the 17th century and 18th 
century, Malines rather fell into the background among the 
cities of Europe, when it was successfully brought under the 
domination of France and Holland in turn. In 1830, the 
city shared in the industrial expansion and general well
being of the new independent Belgium, but much of its old

Moss, 2nd R.W.K..
world atmosphere was dissipated. 1914 was a disastrous year 
for Malines, suffering severe bombardments in August and 
September. The Cathedral was seriously damaged and the 
tower has not yet been completely repaired.

There was a period of prosperity between 1919 and 1928, 
when it was a depot for the rolling stock and spares of the 
Belgian State Railways. As a manufacturing centre for 
furniture and tapestry, which found a ready market in Great 
Britain and the U.S.A., and as one of the great fruit and 
vegetable markets of Europe, the city was able to offer to its 
population various and adequate means of livelihood.

A Pen and ink sketch done by L/Cpl. V. P. Bowen 
(Iintelligence Section, 2nd■ R.W.K.), from a top storey 

window in Cathedral Barracks.

Following this period, Malines suffered unemployment and 
depression. During the latter period, the Malines Conversa
tions were conducted, between Catholic and Anglican repre
sentatives. Among the latter was the father of the present Lord Halifax.

In this war, German troops arrived in Malines soon after 
the defeat at Sedan, and on 17th May, 1940, the town was 
surrendered to General Kriebel, Allied troops destroying the 
railway bridge over the Louvain Canal prior to his arrival.

The four years of German occupation passed calmly 
enough, but at times the situation became tense. Reprisals
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were frequently Imposed and a seven o’clock curfew was 
enforced.

The town did not remain unscathed as a result of the 
war. Most of the serious bombing was directed against the 
station and the marshalling yards. But the people received 
the warning through the B.B.C. to avoid such places, and 
apparently no bad feelings exist. Later, Plying bombs too 
did considerable damage and the Church of St. Jean was 
hit. The people are proud of their resistance movement, and 
especially of an incident in which two of their underground 
army prevented the bridge over the main Brussels-Antwerp 
road from being blown up.

The Germans retreated over it towards Antwerp and 
these men managed to cut the fuze right at the last moment 
before it was blown. One of them was hit, but rescued.

British troops entered Malines shortly before midday on 
the 4th September, 1944, their entry being unopposed as the 
Germans had evacuated in haste previously. Our troops 
received a sincere and vivacious welcome from the citizens, 
for whom our entry marked the opening of a new era of 
Peace and Happiness.

NORTHERN FRANCE REVISITED
Taking advantage of our stay at Malines in Belgium, 

three officers, who served with the 1st Bn. in France in 
1939-40, made a short tour of the areas in which that Bn. 
was located prior to the “Blitz” and also to Oudenarde.

The officers comprising this party were, besides myself, 
Capt. D. O. Faulkner, and Capt. P. N. Elgood. It Is hoped 
that this brief account of our visit may be of interest to some 
who served with the 1st Bn.

Having started at Malines, in Belgium, we arrived at 
Lille on Friday evening, January 25th. British troops having 
left the town, there was no accommodation available in the 
nature of clubs or transit camps, so we stayed at an hotel 
near the station called "Le Cocq Hard!.” As was only to be 
expected the town had lost much of its glamour, and many 
places, such as the Metropole, were shut. Les Hulteries and 
Le Cafe Andre, however, were still open, though prices were 
high.

On Saturday morning we visited Carvin, and saw the old 
“H.Q.” Coy. billet now functioning as a mill again; also the 
Bellevue, though we did not find Georgette!

At Wattrelos we were given a very warm welcome by 
various families who had billeted officers, and were told that 
we were the last British troops to be stationed there. Ap
parently we still have many friends there.

Wo called on M’sieur. and M’me. Gabet (C.O's. Billet). 
Dr. and M'mc. Lagaise (billot next door to Officers’ Mess) and 
M'me. Berthod.

We were then conducted to the cemetery to see the graves 
of forty British troops (not of this Regt.). The local Inhabi
tants had placed a small remembrance stone at the foot 
of each grave on V Day.

The football ground, Le Stade-Amidi Provost, is in full 
swing again, important matches being played there fre
quently and the old “H.Q.” Billet is being used as a Pavilion.

Le Ballon was very badly bombed in 1940 and still looks 
a sorry sight.

“B” Coy’s, great earthwork on the right of our area is 
still visible, likewise some of the old French pill-boxes.

All the people to whom we talked seemed very well, 
though very apprehensive about the future.

Black Marketing seemed to be on a very large scale.
On Sunday morning we drove, via Toumai, to the Oude

narde area and stopped for tea at 86 Rue ob Farbrik. This 
was the farm where Bn. H.Q. was located during the battle 
of the Escaut. The farmer here told us that he had returned 
soon after the Germans had arrived. Capt. Faulkner managed 
to recover his notebooks and textbooks on Signalling.

We got some photographs which we left behind, one of 
which is a photo taken in India of a few men of the 1st 
Bn. In another Sgt. Edwards of the Regtl. Police appears. 
All the remainder are of family groups. These photos have 
all been sent to the Editor of the Q.O.G.

Apart from one dixie and a few odd mess tins we could 
not find anything else here. We then hastily looked around 
at the carrier positions on the cross roads behind Petegem, 
and “B” Coy's, positions. Although many of the houses still 
bear scars of small amts fire, many have been rebuilt.

There is a small cemetery beautifully kept near “A” Coy. 
position. This contains the graves of forty British troops, 
some of whom belonged to the Regt. Time did not allow us 
to spend longer here so we had to leave for Malines.

It was an interesting trip and it is quite evident that 
if any of the 1st Bn. who were at Wattrelos or Carvin before 
the “Blitz,” ever re-visit these towns they will find friends 
there.

aehu
CAMBRIDGE CIRCUS 
LONDON  W.C.2
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THE QUEEN’S OWN 
PAST & PRESENT ASSOCIATION

MAIDSTONE BRANCH4 At first we must apologise lor not having contributed 
any articles to the Q.O.G. for some time, but now we are 
getting new members month after month, we hope to make 
up for lost time.

The old members of this Branch are well-known to all. 
but what about the new, most who have Just finished their 
“21” are well-known to the 1st and 2nd Bns., like “Busty" 
Cannacott, Fred Farrington, Dumbrill 56 and “13” (not “44” 
yet; still soldiering), “Dicky” Bird, George Davies, “Busty” 
Maxlow, and a host more who finished their “bit” and now 
have to work for a living, instead of the old life of “ease.”

At our meeting on the 21st December, we had an elec
tion of officers, where some of the new members were elected 
to give the older members a break, like Charlie Stringer, 
who held Hon. Secretary and Treasurer for the whole of 
the war period, which was greatly appreciated by all members 
of the Branch.

We hope to get going on a few social evenings and 
dances to entertain the new members who will be out of 
the forces soon.

We will give results of our “Games Evening” against 
the 13 I.T.C. Sgts’. Mess on the 15th February in our next 
issue.

If there are any new members of the Association who 
are living in the Maidstone area and would like to come 
to our meetings, please get in touch with Mr. N. Dumbrell, 
Hon. Secretary, 97, South Park Road, Maidstone.

He will then send you an invitation to all meetings, so 
come and meet your old comrades once more. You will all 
be very welcome.

Tne result of our Games Tournament against Sgts.' Mess, 
13 I.T.C. ended thus;—

Billiards, singles, 25 up—lost 2—6; darts, doubles, 3 of 
301—lost 3—8; cribbage, doubles, best of three—won 3—2.

, Owing to the large turn up of the Sergeants, we, the 
Branch, had the assistance of a few members of the Officers’ 
Mess, who did their best to help us from a worse defeat.

At our last meeting on 15tn February, Major A. A. Eason, 
Hon. Secretary of P. & P.A. honoured us with his presence, 
•he was heartily welcomed by all the members.

Our meetings are always on the third Friday in every month 
at the Sgts.' Mess, Barracks; all old and new members are 
welcomed.

Best of luck to all the members of the Past and Present 
Association Cheerio all.

I apologise for missing last issue. “Cesnoh.”
--------- ♦---------

SUBSCR IPTIONS
£ s. d. £ s. d.

E. A. W. Hunt ...... 5 0 C. Wood ........... 5 0
Capt. D. H. Andrews, P. T. Goodburn ___ 5 0

M.C.................. 9 0 S. E. Greatrex ...... 5 0
Lt.-Col. W. Wilber- Capt. J. A. A. Sopp.. 9 0

force, D.S.O., M.C. 9 0 H. H. Adams ...... 2 6
R. L. Andrews • • • ■ 5 0 Maj. C. F. JtSaltye, M.C. 9 u

5 0 5 o
W. D. Johnson .... 5 0 C. J. Newton ......... 5 0
A. R. Worsley, D.C.M. 5 0 T. H. Cunnell ...... 5 0
Capt. H. F. W. Fuggle 9 0 Maj. J. Whitehead___ 9 o
C. Batchelor ........ 5 0 R. V. Harman ...... 5 0
J. Langridge ......... 5 0 Col. H. Wilkin, O.B.E.,
Capt. R. R. Cooke .. 9 0 M.C................... 10 0
Col. F. A. Fraser, Capt. H. Cooke, T.D.,

D.S.O................ 9 0 M.S.M................ 9 0
Sec., Chatham Branch R C. Steadman ___ 5 0

P. & P. Association 12 0 L. C. Watkins ...... 5 0
J. C. King ......... 5 0 Maj. R. Brown, M.C.5 0 (2 years) ......... 18 0
Capt. W. E. Medhurst 9 0 A. J. Steel ’........... 5 0
R. Gregory (1945 and J. L. Shell ........... 5 0

1946) ............. 10 0 Maj. E. Mills ........ 9 0
F. C. Sneah (Bal.) .. 2 6 Capt. S. L. Law ...... 9 0
5 R.W.K. (Dec. issue) 16 8 H. H. Adams (Bal.)., 2 6
H. Tamkin ........ 5 0 Capt. P. S. Pugh 1 i 0
MaJ. W. E. F. Tufflll 9 0 T. H. Page ........... 5 0
S. F. Bennett ...... 5 0 Lt. W. Wood ......... 9 0
G. H. Anchors ...... 5 0 Lt.-Col. C. R. Ingram,
R. Bushnell ........ 5 0 D.S.O. (3 years) .. 1 7 0
L. C. Rootes ......... 5 0

COLDS • • •
I f  you have a cold get a 

supply o f Phcnsic from the Naafi or 
a chemist and the chances are you 
will kill your cold almost overnight, 
taking Phensic as directed. Even 
if your cold is well ‘ dug in ’ you can 
be sure Phensic will greatly relieve 
the symptoms and cut down the 
number of days o f suffering. Phensic 
exercises a gentle stimulus on the 
kidneys and this helps to rid the 
system o f the poisons which cause 
the catarrhal symptoms: stuffy
nose, running eyes, c thick ’  head, 
painful pressure behind the eyes.
And as for the aches and pains 
which so often accompany a chill— 
headache, backache, shooting nerve 
pains —  these fade right away. So 
take a tip — get some Phensic now 1

Obtainable from your N.A.A.F.I. 
Canteen or any Chemist

CHILLS
NERVE

and
MUSCLE

PA INS
•You can have 

relief right
NOW f

The gran d  ton ic  
pa in-reliev in g tab let!

" F ir st  Things F ir st , Fr e d a "
MARS comes first with the Forces.
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WAR DEPARTMENT CONSTABULARY
Qualification necessary lor registration and General Conditions of Service.

A. CONSTITUTION.
1. Tire War Department Constabulary in a Force or 

civil police attested under the Special Constables Act or 
1923 to perform duty within all or any of the principal areas 
and stations of the War Department and the limits thereof. 
The Force has the same powers and is liable for the same 
duties and responsibilities as constables of the Metropolitan 
Police Force have under the Metropolitan Police Act of 1860. 
The War Department Constabulary is under the exclusive 
icontrol of the Army Council, but is not subject to the 
provisions of the Army Act.

B. QUALIFICATION.
2. Candidates should possess the following qualifica

tions : —
(a) Be an ex-Regular Army soldier of the rank of 

war substantive sergeant or above (or corporal of the
C.M.P., or Field Security Police), and not subject to any 
form of reserve service.

(b) Be in possession of the Long Service and Good 
Conduct Medal (but see also para 3 below). (This con
dition is waived in the case of officers commissioned 
before becoming eligible).

(c) Be awarded an exemplary character on discharge 
from the Regular Army.

(d) Be less than 45 years of age, or 48 years of 
age in the case of warrant officers class 1, who have 
25 years' service or more.

(e) Be in possession of a 2nd Class Certificate of 
Education.

(f) Be able to satisfy the competent authority when 
interviewed that he is suitable in every respect for the 
position of constable in the Force.

(g) Be not less than 5 feet 7 inches (in bare feet) in height.
(h) Have good eyesight (minimum standard of 

vision without glasses to be 6/60 one eye 6/12 the other or 6/24 each eye.
(i) Be free from any physical disability or bodily com

plaint likely to interfere with the regular and proper 
performance of the duties of the Force.
3. As a temporary measure, ex-Regular Army soldiers 

of the rank of war substantive sergeant or above and 
corporals of the C.M.P. and Field • Security Police who have 
completed 12 years colour service will be considered, pro
vided that they fulfill the qualifications in para 2 (c) to (1).

4. Application forms, details of the conditions of service 
and a list of stations, can be obtained from the Headquarters, 
War Department Constabulary, Romney House East, Marsham 
Street, London, S.W.l.

C. SERVICE.
3. The War Department Constabulary is subject to the 

provisions of Civilian Staff Regulations 1939, the Regulations 
for the Force, and the Chief Constable’s Instructions.

All Constables appointed are on probation for a period 
of three months from the date on which they report for 
duty at the Station to which they are appointed or for any 
further period which may be determined by the Chief Con
stable. All Constables are considered probationers until they 
are confirmed in their appointment. Probationers are liable 
to immediate dismissal without any reason being assigned.

4. The present rates of pay are as under : —

5. Promotion is by selection.
A proportion of the supervisory members of the Force, 

viz. Police Sergeants, Inspectors, Chief Inspectors and Superin
tendents, may be considered for establishment under the 
Superannuation Acts subject to special conditions to be de-' 
termined from time to time.

6. All officers are required to devote their whole time 
to the duties of their appointment. They are not permitted 
to carry on any trade nor may their wives trade or keep a 
shop without the express permission of the competent 
authority.

7. Officers are required to appear in the blue police 
uniform at all times when on duty, but not at other times 
unless so ordered. All matters regarding the issue and re
turn of clothing are governed by the provisions of the above- 
mentioned Regulations and Clothing Regulations for the 
Army. The issue of personal and public clothing is free.

8. Quarters are not provided at all stations. In no 
case are they provided free of charge. Officers may, therefore, 
reside where they wish unless required to occupy a quarter.

9. Subject to the exigencies of the public service officers 
are required to work six tours of eight hours duty per week. 
Night duty is performed for not more than one period in 
three. When duty is performed for a continuous tour of 
eight hours an interval of 30 minutes for relreshment is 
allowed. Time occupied in parading for duty, awaiting re
lief and returning to station after relief is not included in 
the 48 hours per week referred to above. If for any reason 
officers are required to work extra time, “time off” equal to 
the period will be granted. Overtime pay at 1$ rate is ad- 
missauie also when it is not possible in certain stations to 
grant time off in lieu.

10. The complement of Annual Leave for Constables will 
be assessed as loilows. After completing six months service 
from the date on which they are appointed to the War 
Department Constabulary, constables may be granted, sub
ject to the exigencies of the Public Service, proportionates 
leave with pay at the rate of l/12th xor each complete month 
of service in the leave year, i.e., 1st February to 31st January, 
up to a maximum of 14 days, public holidays included.

11. After six months continuous service officers are en
titled to the approved rates of sick pay.

12. Officers may not become or remain members of 
any Trade or similar Union, Association or Society other than 
an Association formed within the Constabulary itself in 
accordance with rules approved by, or on behalf, of the Army 
Council. In no case may an officer accept or continue in 
any official position in any club or society except as provided 
in the Regulations.

13. All officers are liable to be transferred compulsorily 
from one station to another when certain approved expenses 
will be paid according to the scale in ioree. Voluntary trans
fers may be allowed when the exingeneies of the service 
permit, but in such cases all expenses will fall upon the 
officer concerned. No travelling expenses are allowed on 
joining the Force. The change in the rates of pay on 
transfer is the subject of special provisions in the Regula
tions.

PAT—PRESENT WEEKLT SCALES.
London Provinces

Inspectors ......... 108/6d. to 115/6d. Same.
Det. Sergeants ......  105/6d. to lll/6d. Same.
Station Sergeants .. 107/6d. to lll/6d. 104/0d. to 107/6d.
Sergeants ...........  102/0d. to 106/6d. 99/0d. to 103/6d.

PRESENT WEEKLY FLAT RATE.
London Provinces

Inspectors ................ 114/6d. Same.
Det. Sergeants ........... 109/6d. Same.
Station Sergeants ......... lll/0d. 109/6d.
Sergeants .................. 106/0d. 104/6d.
Constables on entry ......
Constables after 6 months

88/0d. Same.
approved service .....

After 3 years
. 93/0d. Same.

satisfactory service ... . 97/0d. Same.

14. All officers serving in the War Department Con
stabulary are subject to the disciplinary provisions of the 
Regulations. The Code of Discipline is issued to all officers 
on joining.

15. Officers shall not resign from the Force or withdraw 
from duty unless: —

(a) they are granted leave to do so by the com
petent authority in writing, or 4

(b) shall have given the competent authority one 
calendar month’s notice in writing.
16. The competent authority reserves the right to dis

pense with the services of any constable upon giving him. 
one calendar month’s notice that his services will be no 
longer required and without any reason being assigned.

17. Officers will be required to retire from the Force 
when they attain the age of 60 years.



60 THE QUEEN’S OWN GAZETTE.

NEW SERVICES PAY
The new rates of pay for the armed forces announced 

Just before Christmas have been claimed by the Govern
ment to represent a Serviceman’s charter. As far as the 
Army is concerned, they are certainly a great advance on 
anything that It has ever enjoyed hitherto. The history of 
the pay of the British fighting man, particularly of the 
British soldier, is not one which this country has any 
reason to be proud.

The Influences which have governed the maintenance 
of our armed forces in the past have been succinctly de
fined as “a confusing tangle of ancient precedent, feudal 
tradition, financial economy, political jealousy and plain 
expediency." The earliest units of our modem standing 
army, which may be said to date from the latter half of 
the 17th Century, were raised and fitted out on a con
tractual basis between the Crown and the Colonels, the 
latiter being handed a lump sum for the purpose and 
having subsequently to maintain them out of an annual 
grant made for expenses. Each . regiment was therefore 
run on the cheap, by, and for. the benefit of its Colonel, 
who sometimes shared his profits with the company officers, 
buying their commissions from him. The pay of the soldier 
at first varied from unit to unit, and was at the lowest 
rate for which the Colonel could get the recruits he needed, 
and when the Government at length fixed a regulation 
rate applicable to all units, the figure remained low, only 
a few pence a day after all stoppages had been deducted.

It was not until 1797, consequent in the granting of 
increases of pay to the Navy during the mutinies of that 
year, that the soldier's pay also was raised to the 1/- 
a day for which the military authorities had been urgently 
asking for nearly two decades. This rise, however, exhausted 
the generosity of the country towards the private soldier for 
well over a century, for at the outbreak of the first World 
War in 1914 he was still getting his 1/- a day and no more, 
although in that long period the average rate of earnings In 
Civil life had so increased that his pav was now less than 
half that of an adult workman, and little more than that 
of a boy in industry. Even more surprising, this rate re
mained throughout that war. and it was not till 1919 that 
the rate of the lowest pay in the Army was raised to 2/9— 
at first sight a startlingly generous increase, which it must, 
however, be remembered had been long overdue. The N.C.O’s. 
rate was raised from 1/8 in the case of a corporal, and 2/4 
in the case of a sergeant, to 5/- and 7/- respectively. There 
was however a promise that 20% of these figures was adjust
able in relation to the oflicial cost of living figure, and this 
soon gave rise to trouble. In addition, when the post-war 
trade boom began to degenerate into a slump, about 1923, 
the country’s transitory feeling of generosity towards the 
men who had saved it, was transformed into a call for 
economy, of which these men were to be the first victims, 
although a comparative scale of civilian wages would have 
shown that the gains of the Services had been in no way 
excessive and that the soldier was still getting only a third 
of the pay of an adult workman and about the same as that 
of a boy. But while the Anderson Committee, appointed to 
consider the new rates of Service pay, was actually sitting, 
the Army Council, for some mysterious reason never disclosed, 
announced its readiness to accept a reduction of the private 
soldier’s dally rate from 2/9 to 1/0, a smaller wage than 
that earned by girls in Industry. The Committee duly 
recommended this reduction, justifying It by what can only 
be described as some highly misleading juggling with the 
monetary value to be placed on the emoluments in kind 
enjoyed by the soldier, but not by the civilian. Its report 
was not fully acted upon, and the reductions (from 7/- to 
6/- m the case of sergeants and from 2/9 to 2/- in the 
case of privates) were only to be applied to new recruits 
enlisted after 1925, all actually serving retaining their 
existing rates. When the full trade slump burst upon the 
country in 1931, a new Committee, the May Committee, at
tempted to apply this same cut to those previously exempted 
from it. and the naval meeting at Invergordon, though It 
killed this suggestion, could not prevent the pay of all three services being cut by 10%. Moreover, a previous series of 
reductions In accordance with an alleged fall In the cost 
of living—largely fictitious so far as the Services were concerned—had brought the pay down by 8% from the 1919 
figures, and at this the figures were stabilised, just at the 
time when the cost of living figure showed signs of rising again.

The much-trumpeted new rates or pay introduced in 1938, brought only very small improvements, the main increases 
being a maximum rise of 1/- for the private, spread over the

whole period of his service, and an Increase of 1/- a day In 
marriage allowance.

The late war brought several changes, the first being an 
all-round increase of 9d. a day in 1940, which brought the * 
privates weekly rate to 17/6. During the course of the war 
other Increases brought up the weekly pay rates to the fol
lowing figures (inclusive of marriage allowances, which were
greatly, indeed disproportionately increased, during the
period) : —

Marriage
Rank Pay Allowance Total
Recruit ..................... 21/- 44/- 65/-
Private (Non-Tradesman) .. 31/6 40/6 72/-
Private (Tradesman) ...... 38/6 37/- 73/9
Corporal (Non-Tradesman) 42/- 37/- 79/-
Cornoral (Tradesman) ___ 54/3 37/- 91/3
Sergeant (Non-Tradesman) 50/9 36/6 87/3
Sergeant (Tradesman) .... 64/9 36/6 101/3

It is with these figures that a comparison of the new 
rates of nav must he mode.

Government spokesmen. at the time of their introduc
tion. made several claims. For the first time the soldier 
was being nsid for the lob at a rate hearing some reasonable 
relation to civilian waves. The undue weight given in war
time increases to marriage allowances as against pav was 
being rectified. The fighting solder’s nav was being ad'usted 
so that his oualiflcations as such should be as well remu
nerated as those of the Armv tradesmen, who had hitherto 
been much better treated financially. The lungle of rules 
and regulations in which the whole sublect of Service was 
hone’esslv entangled was being straightened out, so that every 
man could know how much money he should get. both now 
and in the future. The days of the “Armv on the cheap” 
recruited primarily bv the pressure of necessity on the unem
ployed. were claimed now to be over; the phrase “P.B.I.” 
would become a relic of the bad old past, and the new 
Armv would be a well-paid skilled profession, honoured and 
honourable In peace as well as in war.

The new rates of pay compared with those of nre-war' 
davs and those in force at the time of the Introduction of 
the new rates were as below: —
(Figures are for non-tradesmen and Inclusive of the marriage 

allowance). .
December,

Rank Pre-War 1945 New
Recruit .......................
2 Star Private (Non-

36/- 65/- 63/-
Tradesman) ........... 43/- 72/- 77/-

2 Star Private (Tradesman)
3 Star Private (Non-

48/3 73/- 77/-
Tradesman) ........... 48/3 73/9 87/6

3 Star Private (Tradesman) 62/3 84/3 87/6
Corporal (Non-Tradesman) .. 55/3 79/- 98/-
Corporal (Tradesman) ...... 69/3 91/3 98/-
Sergeant (Non-Tradesman).. 65/9 87/3 117/-
Sergeant (Tradesman) .... 81/6 101/3 117/-

Many of us hoped for, if we did not actually expect, that 
the general increase in Army pay would be larger, the private’s 
basic rate of 42/- per week still compares unfavourably 
with the 70/- of his American equivalent, as with those of 
52/6 for the New Zealand and of 50/2 for the Australian 
private. Nevertheless, If we should like to see the British 
soldier able to stand comparison with any in the World, not 
only as regards his fine martial qualities, as he already can, 
but also as regards the financial scale on which these are 
recognised and rewarded, there is no doubt that the Govern
ment’s new scales of pay for the services go far to redress 
a long enduring and disgraceful state of affairs, under which 
the fighting man was so scandalously underpaid, and so 
ungenerously dealt with in many respects, that no body of 
civilian labour would have been expected to tolerate such 
treatment without using all the power at its command to 
secure drastic Improvement. Military law precludes such 
remedies for the Servicemen, and the State Is therefore in 
honour bound not to drive with him an ungenerous bargain 
which, could he avail himself of them, It could not enforce. 
It can only be said that past Governments, to judge by thelf 
actions, have never seen the matter in this light; that the 
present Is the first to have done so; and that, though its 
new “Servicemen’s charter” is open to criticism under several 
counts, It does broadly fulfil the purpose for which It was 
designed. It is to be hoped that this, and all other Govern
ments which succeed it, will direct their endeavours rather 
to improving and extending, than, as always hitherto, to 
whittling away the new benefits which have been so well 
earned and so.belatedly bestowed,.
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Memorial Service
A Memorial Service for Members of The Queen’s Own Royal 
West Kent Regiment, who have fallen in the War, will be 
held in All Saints’ Church, Maidstone, on Wednesday the

24th of April, 1946, at 3 p.m.
Early application for tickets of admission should be made t o : 
Officer Commanding Depot Party, The Queen’s Own Royal West 

Kent Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone.
Relatives of the fallen are requested to mention this when applying

for tickets.
There are frequent trains from Victoria to Maidstone East and 

from Charing Cross to Maidstone West.
It is hoped that—if convenient—past Officers who attend the

Service will do so in Uniform.

£6itorial
We are indebted to Capt. I. M. Hulburd (late Adjt. 

9th Battalion) and Staff Officer, H.Q. 8 Corps, for his 
very interesting article entitled “In N.W. Europe.” Space 
will not permit us to print the whole article, which will 
therefore be continued next month.

We have received the following addresses and present 
appointments in answer to the Editorial appeal in t're 
December issue:

Lt.-Col. E. A. Sharpin, 14 Bn. R.A.O.C., Vauxhall 
Barracks, Didcot, Berks.

Major A. J. M. Flint, M.B.E., D.A.Q.M.G., H.Q. 
East and West Riding Dist., Townhurst House, 
Oakwood Lane, Leeds 8.

Lt.-Col. (Q.M.) A. J. Coe, Quarter Master, Staff College, 
Minley Manor, Cambcrley.

Col. G. Ingham, Public Safety Branch, Control Com
mission (B.E.), Beriin. B.A.O.R.

Major L F. W. Jackson, D.A.Q.M.G., H.Q. Southern 
Command, Salisbury.

Lt.-Col. G. Fawcett, Assistant Military Attache in China, 
c/o Foreign Office, London, S.W. 1.

Col. P. E. Crook, H.Q. Allied Forces, Netherlands East 
Indies, Batavia, Java.

Maj.-Gen. R. A. Riddle, C.B.E., D.Q.M.G., H.Q, Allied 
Land Forces, S.E.A., Singapore.

Lt.-Col. R. C. W. Thomas, A.Q.M.G.IM.), H.Q. Allied 
Land Forces, Singapore.

Major P. C. M. Buckle, Second-in-Command. 6th 
Battalion, Austria.

Lt.-Col. C. E. P. Craven, Cmdg. 1st Bn. Sierra Leone 
Rcgt., R.W.A.F.F., Jui Camp. Sierre Leone, W. 
Africa.

We are pleased to record visits during the month 
from :

Lt.-Col. W. M. Knatchbull, Commanding 13 Holding 
Bn. at Gravesend.

Major R. E. Moss, who is home on leave from the 2nd 
Bn.. B.A.O.R.

Lt.-Col. D. E. B. Talbot, D.S.O., M.C., who commands 
the 2nd Bn., is also home on leave from B.A.O.R.

We heartily congratulate Lt.-Col. A. F.. Phillips on 
having the honour to be appointed Sheriff o f Wiltshire. 
He commanded the 7th Bn. for a time during the last war.

Also B. C. Phillips on winning the Army Squash 
Rackets Championship. In the final he beat Brigadier
G. O. M. Jameson (R.E.), who had won the champion
ship three times in the past.
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LETTERS TO  THE EDITOR
To The Editor,

Dear Sir,
The original of the enclosed letter was lent to me 

recently. I showed it to Mr. White, the librarian of the 
War Office, who helped to decipher it, and recommended 
me to send it to your Regimental Magazine.

The writer of the letter was my great-uncle. I shall 
be glad to hear whether this letter proves of interest. It 
certainly looks as if the 97th had a hard time in this 
Battle.

Yours sincerely,
Peter Young, Colonel.

Letter in possession of Mrs. Hales Wilkie, widow 
of the late Major E. O. Hales Wilkie, 29th Foot, 
only son of the writer, Major-General Hales Wilkie,

97th and 29th Foot.
A Bathroom in the

Secundra Bagh,
Lucknow. 

March 14th, 1858.
My own dear Mother,

I have just borrowed this sheet of paper and will try 
and nil it as best I can. Our troops took this large build
ing and enclosure 3 days ago and we are here on picquet 
with part of the 90th. We expect to go in at the mess 
house tonight and then shall open a trench in front of 
the Keiser |sic| Bagh, a strong fortified work with 45 guns 
in position. This building was one that the immense 
slaughter took place in, when *Sir Colin fought his way 
up to the relief of the tPresidency | sic|. 1,800 dead were
collected and buried in this garden. The dogs and jackalls 
[sic] have dug many up> and the ground is strewn with 
bones. Havelock has brought an order for us to advance 
at once. I shall carry this in my pocket and if 1 am 
knocked over it will be sent.

God bless you all,
Hales.

March 21st, '58.—On picquet at Philip's bungalow in 
Lucknow. Thank God, my dearest mother, I have lived 
through the fighting to finish this letter, which has been 
laying crumpled in my pocket for a week. We have, as 
you, I dare say have heard, already had some very hard 
fighting, but now I think it is over. We have had quite a 
lull for the last two days, and people talk with confidence 
of a ransom having been agreed upon. The Commander-in- 
Chief is going to Allahabad to see Lord Canning. We have 
been on duty in our clothes for 14 days. We shall enjoy 
a night in bed when we get to camp. I have been on 
picquet in this house for 4 days with my Company. Head
quarters are in Prime Minister’s house about a mile from 
here. The Seapoys budmasher have lied to the other side 
of the City. I will try and tell you what I have been doing 
with myself since I began this letter. On the 14th Havelock 
conducted us through a lot of ruined and burning houses 
to a narrow street down which the enemy were firing. The 
Grenadiers were away, and I followed the Colonel. We crept 
along in Indian file till we came to a hole in a wall. Here 
the Q.M.G. of the Division was killed and several men. 
Through several squares till we came to a very large one. 
This we were told was the Kaiser Bagh. We entered it at 
a corner and the General said : “Colonel, you will take your 
men to the right and the 10th will go to the left—Clear all 
the rooms and hold them."

I led the Coy. up a staircase and pushed on through 
the rooms. The enemy kept up a heavy fire from the windows 
of the opposite side of the square. Some Sikhs kept with 
us and we broke through from room to room till we came to 
the end of the side of the Square. The rooms were magnifi
cently furnished. When I got to the end of this side of the 
square I found that I had only 20 men with me—that there 
was another square to my right held by the enemy—that 
the 10th had only fought through one side of the square and 
I resolved to wait for orders.

Presently the assembly sounded and 1 took my Company 
down to where they were forming.

In a few minutes we were fired upon and a message 
came to say that the enemy were collecting again in the 
buildings we had before ousted them. Some Companies, 
and amongst them mine, were ordered to advance. Some went 
down one side and some the other, so as to meet at the 
corner. The Sepoys were very thick and had barricaded the 
doors and loopholed them. We had to break through these

♦Sir Colin Campbell. [Usually called the Residency.

and kill them as we went along. The Colonel was the first. 
man shot—then the Sergeant Major and several others. By 
the time wo cleared the top it was dark.—we blockaded the 
staircase and then kept up an incessant fire upon the Sepoys 
who were trying to escape through a large doorway.—The 
door was shut and the dead lay so thick that they could not- 
open It. The enemy still held the lower storey and had 
not a single outlet to escape by—they tried to force the stair
case, but were shot down by dozens. My company were put 
in a shumun house opposite the rooms held by the enemy 
ready to charge them should they attempt an escape. At 
dawn we found our actual position. The whole upper storey 
of the Square was in our possession. The enemy occupied 
about 200 yards of rooms on the ground floor, from these they 
kept up an incessant fire—the doors were all barricaded and 
loopholed and I saw that howitzer was the only thing for 
them though it was certain death for the leading men. No. 
4 Company was told to turn them out and No. 1 to support 
and charge if they broke cover. The first two were hit and 
yet the barricade was not pulled down and we were no nearer 
to them. The next man was shot dead and several more 
wounded—and then withdrawn. At last they hit upon the 
expedient of putting live shell through the ceilings. This no 
doubt killed many, but still they would not come out. At 
last we fired the buildings on each side of them. When the 
fires nearly met they bolted out and we can account for 
everyone. The fires spread and we were obliged to move to 
the other side of the Square.

We were all lying down in a part of the Palace, some men 
being employed in emptying a lot of loose powder from a 
magazine into a well when a tremendous explosion took 
place. I was knocked down and my breath taken for a 
moment. However, I soon recovered myself and collected my 
Company. Some of the men were fearfully burnt and two 
or three died in agonies. About this time the officer in charge 
of the picquet in the centre of the garden discovered an 
immense magazine of powder underneath his men—the cooks 
were lighting fires close to the entrance. Although the 
burning buildings were within 50 yards of him, and a 
large mine had just killed and wounded some men, yet the 
sentries showed no signs of fear, and remained at their 
posts without complaining. The Arms were piled and, tired 
as the men were, they all worked like horses to carry water 
to flood the powder.

Since this occurred numbers of mines have been dis
covered in the palace—the last that exploded killed 26 men. 
We were very glad to leave the gardens of the Keiser Bagh 
for the numbers of dead in the rooms of the palace made 
it very offensive—since then we have been pushing on little 
by little to our present position. The enemy are still in 
possession of many miles of City. I hope we shall not have 
to turn them out for I have seen enough bloodshed and 
plundering to make me sick of it. A ransom is talked of 
and I hear that a proclamation has been issued that those 
Sepoys who did not murder their officers will be spared if 
they came in and lay down their Aims. The thermometer 
is 97 degrees in an Indian Tent and it is time to give up 
fighting. They say we are to have 6 months batta and a 
medal. I think when we have finished we shall deserve it. 
I am sick of the country and the natives—when the prize 
is collected and sold I hope to be able to buy you a nice 
Cashmere shawl.

Hales Wilkie.
(50th or 97th).

District Police Headquarters, 
Haifa, Palestine.21st February, 1946.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,
First I would like to thank you for your sending me 

the issue of the Gazette recently. You may imagine the 
very pleasant surprise it gave when at last I saw the Old 
Gazette in all its glory; most certainly did make interesting 
reading, as always.

Apart from receiving the issue mentioned, I am very 
glad to inform you that it was also the means of my hearing 
once again from a very good friend of mine, Capt. Thatcher, 
2nd Bn. I had not had any news of him or of others that I 
had met out here since the 2nd Bn. left here for Egypt, prior 
to their going to Samos. He wrote a most interesting letter 
and I was really glad to hear of many other comrades of 
mine who remembered me from 1923 onwards.

Those who we had the pleasure of entertaining in Nazareth 
may be pleased ro hear that we of the Palestine Police Force 
are still hanging on, and please let them know that our
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night out is still remembered; mention is often made of 
how handy the Queen’s Own were with the billiards and darts. 
I still get my leg pulled about being the only one who didn’t 
try.

I was very pleased to hear of Oapt. Flood, Lt. Jode and 
other contemporaries who served with me in Ireland, Aldershot 
and Guernsey, and I was naturally glad to hear that they had 
safely returned. I would be grateful if you could find space 
to publish this in the Gazette, by doing so would ensure 
my whereabouts being widely circulated.

It may also be of interest to them to hear that I have 
been Joined by my wife and daughter Leila out here, they 
having left England in January last year. Both are very fit 
and wish to be remembered to our many friends in the Regt.

Life out here at the moment is most unsettled, rather 
hectic at times, but not such fun with the bigger and better 
bombs; not foregtting the more up to date tactics now in 
force among the opposition. But still we have plenty to 
laugh about and carry on as usual.

Living conditions are not what prevailed in ’39 either, 
with suits at thirty pounds each, shirts two pounds ten, ties 
thirty shillings each, flannels seven pounds a pair. We still 
have plenty of fruit though, oranges about twenty-five for 
sixpence, grapefruit two a penny, all the finest wines very 
cheap.

Still, imports are now coming in and we shall probably 
be far better off than those at home, judging by press re
ports and letters that I am receiving from relations, who 
never fail to mention how they continue to be short 01 
nearly most things, really necessary for a decent standard 
of living.I should again like to mention that I would be very 
grateful should anyone care to write me out here, I can 
assure any prospective correspondents that their letters would 
receive immediate replies. I feel that my only friends are 
those with whom I served in the Regt. many years ago.

In closing I should like to wish you all success with the 
Gazette, and to my many friends, all the very best of luck 
and quick and peaceful resettlement.

Yours faithfully,
Geoffrey Neal Simpson.

2233. B/wt./Sgt. Simpson, G. N.,
District Police Headquarters W/t.,

Haifa, Palestine.
---------4---------

NOTICES
OFFICERS’ DINNER CLUB.

The Annual Dinner and At Home will be held at 
the Connaught Rooms on Monday, 20th May. Member
ship is now open to all Officers who have held Regular, 
Territorial, Temporary or Emergency Commissions in the 
Regiment. The Colonel of the Regiment wishes this 
information to become known amongst all Officers and 
ex-Officers of the Regiment and hopes that as many as 
possible will join the Club. For further details apply to 
Hon. Secretary, The Barracks, Maidstone.

PAST AND PRESENT ASSOCIATION RE-UNION 
will be held in Maidstone on Sunday, 28th July. Further 
particulars will be published later.

--------- ♦---------

CORRESPONDENCE
1, Little Farnham Lane, 

Layton Green,
Tunbridge Wells, 

Kent. 
22-3-46.

Dear Sir,
We Ptc. E. G. Natt, 6096006, and L/Cpl. J. H. Barnden. 

6348904. ex-members of the 4th Bn., wish to notify all our 
comrades and the association, of the changing of our names 
by deed of poll.

As from 15th February, 1946, our names are now :
Pte. E. G. Barrett, 6096006, and 
L/Cpl. J. H. Barrett, 6348904.

We are yours respectfully,
E. G. and J. H. Barrett.

RELATIVES’ ENQUIRIES

P t e . MacV ic a r .
Will anyone who can give any information regarding the 

late Pte. MacVicar, please communicate with his mother at 
1 Tennyson Avenue, Bangor, Co. Down, N. Ireland.

Pte. MacVicar served with the 5th Bn. and was posted 
missing on the 27th June, 1944. An ex-P.O.W. has reported 
that MacVicar was wounded and captured and was last seen 
at a Held dressing station waiting for an ambulance.

---------4---------
MARRIED QUARTERS

Married soldiers' quarters will be allotted to the families 
of soldiers serving on normal regular engagements who would 
normally be on the married establishment, as laid down In 
King’s Regulations 1940, par. 326 to 332, as amended by Army 
Order 136 of 1943. Quarters will not normally be allotted 
to married soldiers who have only a few months regular 
service to complete, and who do not intend to extend their 
present engagement. The period will be at Command dis
cretion.

Quarters in the Regimental depot, Maidstone, are pri
marily reserved for families of personnel of the Queen’s Own 
Royal West Kent Regiment, and a waiting list of normally 
entitled personnel is maintained by O.C. Depot Party.

Applications to be placed on the waiting list in accordance 
with South Eastern District Routine Order No. 15, dated the 
21st of February, 1946, should be forwarded to : The Officer 
Commanding Depot Party, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent 
Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone, Kent.

---------♦---------
THE QUEEN’S OWN PAST AND PRESENT ASSOCIATION.

An appeal was received for donations to the Victory Club 
Fund, with which it was proposed to build a Club in London 
for ex-members of the Services, the appeal is sponsored by 
Field Marshal The Lord Chetwode.

At a Meeting of the Committee of the Past and Present 
Association it was decided to donate a sum of fifty pounds 
(£50), which has been done.
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Honours and Awards
In recognition or gallant and distinguished service while 

prisoners of War.
BRITISH EMPIRE MEDAL.

6346491 Sgt. Gordon Prank Austin.
EXTRACTS FROM LONDON GAZETTE.

Mentioned in recognition of gallant and distinguished services 
while Prisoners of War.Lt.-Col. (acting) B. L. Clay, O.B.E. (20181).

Lt. E. F. Brand (107075).
7813001 W.O. II L. C. Watkins.
6345914 Pte. J. P. L. Potter.
Mentioned in recognition of gallant and distinguished services 

in the Field.
Lt.-Col. (temp.) E. A. Sharpin (1322).
3907788 Pte. W. H. Worth.

-------- * ---------
WAR GRATUITIES

MAIN PROVISIONS
OfficersThe rates of gratuity admissable according to rank for 

each completed month of reckonable service will be as follows : s. d. s. d.
2/Lteut. .. 25 0 Brigadier .. 55 0
Lieut............. .. 30 0 Major-General .. 60 0
Captain . . 35 0 Lieut.-General .. 65 0
Major . . 40 0 General .. 70 0
Lieut.-Colonel . . 45 0 Field-Marshal .. 75 0
Colonel . . 50 0

Service reckonable for gratuity must have been rendered 
within a period beginning on 3rd September, 1939, and ending 
on 15th August, 1946.The gratuity will be assessed upon the substantive or war- 
substantive rank held by an officer on his ceasing to be 
employed, or, if more favourable, upon the highest paid rank 
held during the war for a period or for periods amounting 
to six months In all. Service in any higher paid rank will 
reckon towards the six months’ qualifying period in a lower 
rank.

Gratuities granted to officers released in Class A or Class B, 
or to officers whose notice leave began on or after 8t.h May, 
1945, will be payable 57 days after the beginning of their 
release leave or notice leave. Officers granted indefinite release 
on compassionate grounds on or after 8th May, 1945, will be 
granted the gratuity as soon as practicable after their release.

The gratuity will be credited by the Officer i/c Army Pay 
Office (Officer's Accounts), Manchester, to a personal account 
of the officer in the Post Office Savings Bank, unless other
wise ordered by the Army Council.

Other RanksThe rates of gratuity admissible according to rank for
each completed month 
lows:—

of
s.

reckonable service 
d.

will be as fol- 
s. d.

Boy ............. 5 0 Stafl-Sergt. .. 16 0
Pte. and L/Cpl. 10 0 W.O. Class III .. 16 0
Cpl. and L/Sgt. 12 0 W.O. Class II .. 18 0
Sergt................... 14 0 W.O. Class I . . 20 0

Soldiers with less than six months’ reckonable service will 
not be eligible for gratuity.

Service reckonable for gratuity must have been rendered 
within a period beginning on 3rd September, 1939, and end
ing on 15th August, 1946.

The gratuity will be assessed upon the substantive or war- 
substantive rank held by the soldier at the rate of termin
ation of his reckonable service or, if more beneficial, upon 
the highest paid rank or lance appointment held during the 
war for an aggregate period of six months; service In any 
higher paid rank or lance appointment will reckon towards 
the six months' qualifying period in any lower rank or ap- 
poinament.

Gratuities awarded to soldiers released in Class A or Class 
B, or to discharged soldiers whose terminal leave began on 
or after 8th May, 1945, will be payable 57 day’s from the be
ginning of tjieir release leave or terminal leave. Soldiers who 
are granted indefinite release on compassionate grounds after 
8th May, 1945, will be granted the gratuity as soon as prac
ticable after their release.

General
Gratuities will not be subject to Income Tax.

OWN GAZETTE.

SUBSCR IPTIONS
£ s. d. £ s. d.

Capt. R. T. Hind 12 yr.) 18 0 E. Loader (Balance).. 2 6Deptford and District P.R.I., 13 I.T.C........ 4 0 0(Dec.) ............. 12 6 Lt.-Col. N. G. Martian 9 0Major E. B. Stanley- J. M. Brown ........ 5 0
Clarke .............. 9 o 5 0

N. A. Ward ........ 5 0 R. D. Forward ...... 5 0Lt.-Col. F. K. Theobald 9 0 W. S. Tucker ........ 5 0A. Wallace ........... 5 0 C. H. S. Le Ball ___ 5 0
Bromley Branch (Jan. W. J. Garrett ...... 5 0and Feb.) ......... 10 0 R. R. Venables ...... 5 0F. G. Simms ......... 5 0 W. J. Blade ........ 2 6Lt.-Col. A. G. Fuller 9 0 W. E. P. Richie ___ 5 0Capt. I. M. Hulbard.. 9 0 Chatham Branch (Feb) 12 0C. F. H ouston......... 5 0 Maidstone BranchE. W. Cook ......... 5 0 (Feb.) .... 5 8W. C. Williams (Mar. H. Mepsted ........ 5 0and April) ......... i 0 Capt. G. W. Duffield 9 0J. S. Law ........... 5 0 Maj. B. P. Berzant .. 9 0A Stevens ........... 5 0 Lt.-Col. A. F. Hooper.Lt.-Col. D. N. Mather- O.B.E.. T.D. (3 yrs.) 1 7 0sole ................ 9 0 V. E. S. Butener .... 2 6E. Loader ........... 2 6 5 o
J. Parks ........... 5 0 H. G. Parker (2 yrs.) 10 0Lt. F. E. Tyman .... 9 0 J. H. Jackson ...... 2 6W. A. Reynolds ...... 5 0 E. S. Molyneux .... 5 0R. H. C. Cook ...... 5 0 Maj. 11. B. Duggan . . 9 0J. L. Lewis ........... 5 0 Capt. F. mills ..... 9 0P. Toop ............. 5 0 Mat O. W. Weymouth 9 0,1. A. Houson ......... 5 0 W. C. Williams (MayCapt. T. C. Barrett- and June) ......... i 0Archdeacon, M.C. .. 9 0 A. J. Ford ........... 5 0N. Hunt ............. 5 0 R.S.M. C. Pratt (4 yrs.) 1 0 0A. S. Pack ........... 5 0 P.R.I.. 2 RW.K. (Dec..Maj. D. N. Court .... 9 0 Jan., Feb., Mar.) .11 1 8

♦

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & DEATHS
BIRTHS.

BOOTH.—On the 23rd January, 1946, at Weston Favell, 
Northants, to wife of C.S.M. N. Booth,—a daughter, Janet Margaret.

COLLINS.—On the 16th March, 1946, to the wife of Capt. D. Collins,—a son, Duncan.
DINWIDDY.—On 10th March, 1946, at the North Oxford 

Nursing Home, Oxford, to Elizabeth (nee Glasier), wife 
of Capt. Guy Dinwlddy, Royal West Kent Regt., of Orchard 
House, Sevenoaks,—a son.

HILL.—On 9th February, 1946, at Sedgley. to wTife of Sgt. J. 
Hill.—a son, Michael Joseph.

MACKLIN.—On the 1st April at Maidstone, to the wife ol 
Lt.-Col. P. N. Maeklin. O.B.E.,—a soil.

MAINWARING.—On the 9th February, 1946, at Wellington, to 
wife of Pte. S. Mainwaring, a daughter, Auril.

TIBBETTS.—On the 28th February, 1946, at Maidstone, to 
Carol Linda, wife of Pte. T. Tibbetts.

.TOTTMAN.—On the 4th February, 1946. at Hastings, to wife 
Of Cpl. G. Tottman,—a son, George Frederick.

WYAND BROOKS.—On 28th February, 1946, at the Howard 
Nursing Home, Maidstone, to Hilda (nee Bates), wife of 
Lt. John Wyand Brooks, The Queen’s Own Royal West 
Kent Regt.,—a son.

MARRIAGES.
CURTIS—WILLIAMS.—On the 5th December. 1945, at Maid

stone. Pte. L. Curtis to Betty Doreen Williams.
FROST—CORFE—  On the 31st January. 1946, at St. Paul's 

Church. Athens, Capt. Mervyn Frost, The Queen's Own 
Royal West Kent Regt., to Miss Ursula Mary Corfe, the 
daughter of Lt.-Col. A. F. Corfe. D.S.O.. and Mrs. Corfe.

FUNGE—CHERRY.—On the 23rd February, 1946. at St. 
Catherine's, Hatcham, Cpl. R. Funge to Peggy Joy Cherry.

HENDERSON—DAVIDSON—On the 15th February, 1946, at 
Maidstone, Bdsm. T. Henderson to Ann McLoughlin 
Davidson.

HUGHES—WHITMORE.—On the 12th January, 1946. at Dept
ford. Pte. H. Hughes to Eileen Rose Whitmore.

JACKSON—R.OSS.—On the 5th December, 1945, at Dalkeith, 
Major Leslie F. W. Jackson, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regt., to Irene, only daughter of Mr. and Mrs. James 
Ross, ol "Greenore,” Eskbank, Scotland.



THE QUEEN’S OWN-GAZETTE. 65

Promotions and Appointments
EXTRACTS FROM WAR OFFICE ORDERS. 

PROMOTIONS.
The undermentioned has been granted T/Rank in C.M.F. Orders : —

W.S./Lt. (A/Capt.) E. A. Jordan (258391); 9th Nov., 1945. 
(Extract from W..O. Orders No. 6, dated 7th Feb., 1946). 
The undermentioned Capt. (T/Major) (A/Lt.-Col.) has 

been granted T/Lt.-Col. and W.S./Maj. in India Orders.
R. M. Lees (1170); 1st June, 1944.

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 6, dated 7th Feb., 1946).
The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (A/Capt.) to be T/Capt. 

(B.A.O.R.) : —
C. J. Lapthorne (268931), 5th Feb., 1946.
J. Me C. McNair (324934), 8th Feb., 1946.

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 7, dated 14th Feb., 1946). 
The undermentioned W.S./Capt. is regranted T/Maj.: —

G. P. Golding (177820), 30th Oct., 1945 (B.A.O.R.).
(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 7, dated 14th Feb., 1946). 
The undermentioned 2nd/Lts. to be W.S./Lts. : —

A. J. Smoker (341134), 3rd Aug., 1945.
A. R. Clark (346826), 12th Nov., 1945.
J. E. Knight (352039), 14th Jan., 1946.
G. J. Allwork (352415), 27th Jan., 1946.
A. J. Cocks (354627), 29th Jan., 1946.
B. C. Andrews (354831), 12th Feb., 1946.
P. F. Stebbing (354838), 12th Feb., 1946.

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 7, dated 14th Feb., 1946).
The undermentioned has been granted T/Rank in M.E. 

Orders :—
R. De C. Allen (138419), 22nd Aug.. 1945.

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 7, dated 14th Feb., 1946).
The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (A/Capt.) to be T/Capt..—

K. C. Hopkins (337085), 5th Feb., 1945.
(Extract from WX). Orders No. 8, dated 21st Feb., 1946).

The undermentioned Lt. (Q.M.) (A/Capt.) to be T/Capt. :
F. Osborne (359831). 26th July. 1945.

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 8, dated 21st Feb., 1946).
The undermentioned W.S./Lt. is regranted T/Capt. : —

C. M. Bernard (113626), 29th Oct., 1945.
(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 8, dated 21st Feb., 1946). 
The undermentioned 2nd/Lts. to be W.S./Lts. : —

V. C. Bradford (343752), 7th Oct.. 1945.
L. J. Gale (352613). 16th Feb., 1946.
P. B. Shanley (352587), 16th Feb., 1946.
D. H. Carrington (357128), 19th Feb., 1946.

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 8, dated 21st Feb., 1946). 
The undermentioned has been granted T/Rank in M.E. 

Orders : —
Maj. (A/Lt.-Col.) J. M. D. Booth-Tucker (44) to be T/Lt.-Col„  

14th May, 1943 (substituted for notifn. in W.O. Orders No. 
8/1944).

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 9, dated 28th Feb., 1946). 
The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (A/Capt.) to be T/Capt. : —

H. Hawkes (267619), 5th Dec., 1945 (substituted for notifn.
in W.O. Orders No. 4/1946).

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 9, dated 28th Feb., 1946). 
The undermentioned W.S./Lt. is re-granted T/Capt. : —

P. J. Matthewman (186232), dated 11th Dec., 1945.
(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 9, dated 28th Feb., 1946). 
The undermentioned 2nd/Lts. to bo W.S./Lts. : —

A. Stanley (357892), 24th Feb., 1946.
P. H. Wood (354128), 25th Feb., 1946.
V. C. Storey (352935), 25th Feb., 1946.
E. D. Todd (352938), 25th Feb., 1946.

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 9, dated 28th Feb., 1946).
The undermentioned has been granted T/Rank in C.M.F. 

.Orders : —
C. B. Upton (255371), 29th Nov., 1945.

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 9, dated 28th Feb., 1946). 
The notifn. regarding the u/m in W.O. Orders (1946) under 

“O.M.F.” are cancelled : —
No. 2—W.S./Lt. (T/Capt.) G. H. P. Pritchard (240306).

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 9, dated 28th Feb., 1946).
The undermentioned Lt. (A/MaJ.) to be T/Maj. and W.S./ Capt. : —

R. W. Balbemie (117815), 25th Apr., 1945.
(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 10, dated 7th Mar., 1946).

The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (A/Capt.) to be T/Capt.: — 
A. R. Baxter (334134), 23rd Feb., 1946.

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 10, dated 7th Mar., 1946). 
The undermentioned W.S./Capt. is re-granted T/Maj. : —

M. G. Hughes (108198), 30th Sept., 1945.
(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 10, dated 7th Mar., 1946). 
The undermentioned W.S./Lt. is re-granted T/Capt. : —

C. M. King (117968), 20th Nov., 1945.
(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 10, dated 7th Mar., 1946). 
The undermentioned Lt. (Q.M.) to be W.S./Capt. (Q.M.) ; 

A. G. Blake, M.B.E. (216137), 31st Oct., 1944.
(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 10. dated 7th Mar., 1946). 
The undermentioned W.S./Capt. (T/Maj.) (A/Lt.-Col.) to 

be T/Lt.-Col. and W.S./Maj.: —
V. C. de St. Croix (73952), 5th July, 1945.

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 10, dated 7th Mar., 1946). 
The undermentioned W.S./Lts. (T/Capts.) (A/Majs.) to 

be T/Majs. and W.S./Capts.: —
J. D. K. Short (172343), 18th Mar., 1945.
J. A. Page (216871), 2nd Jan., 1946.

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 11, dated 14th Mar., 1946).
The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (A/Maj.) to be T/Maj. and 

W.S./Cap. : —
T R. Culyer (155011), 11th Sept., 1945.

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 11, dated 14th Mar., 1946). 
The undermentioned W.S./Lts. (A/Capts.) to be T/Capts.: 

R. F. Reinholdt (292754), 10th Mar., 1945.
J. A. Page (276871), 2nd Jan., 1946.
F. J. Winser (189453), 20th Dec., 1945.

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 11, dated 14th Mar., 1946).
The undermentioned has been granted T/Rank in Indian 

Orders : —W.S./Lt. (A/Capt.) to be T/Capt. : —
A. J. Wiles (177822), 8th Sept., 1944.

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 11, dated 14th Mar., 1946).
The undermentioned has been re-granted T/Rank in 

Indian Orders : —
W.S./Lt. re-granted T/Capt. : —

R. A. Strand (253692), 15th Nov., 1944.
Extract from W.O. Orders No. 11, dated 14th Mar., 1946).
The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (A/Capt.) has been granted 

T/Capt. in A.F.M.T. Orders : —
J. H. Godfrey (212686), 5th June, 1945.

Extract from W.O. Orders No. 11, dated 14th Mar., 1946).
The undermentioned have been granted T/Rank in C.M.F. 

Orders : —. W.S./Lts. (T/Capts.) (A/Majs.) to be T/Majs. and 
W.S./Capts. : —

B. I. Royal-Dawson (180271), 30th Nov., 1945.
D. S. Scull (95639), 21st Dec., 1945.Extract from W.O. Orders No. 11, dated 14th Mar., 1946).

W-S./Lts. (A/Capts.) to be T/Capts.: —
B. H. Hardy (242518), 16th Nov., 1945.
T. H. Pamacott (229793), 21st Dec., 1945.
P. H. Davey (226679), 23rd Dec., 1945.Extract from W.O. .Orders No. 11, dated 14th Mar., 1946).

The undermentioned Capt. is re-granted T/Maj.: —
B. J. R. Stoneham (50961), 10th Jan., 1946.

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 12, dated 21st Mar., 1946). 
The undermentioned W.S./Lt. Is re-granted T/Capt. : — 

M. F. Webb (323898), 7th Sept., 1945.(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 12, dated 21st Mar., 1946). 
The undermentioned 2nd/Lts. to be W.S./Lts.: —

P. J. Barry (354600).
J. H. Potter (354487). ,(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 12, dated 21st Mar., 1946).

Retired Officer Re-employed : —
W. S./Capt. W. Dix (13187), is re-granted T/Maj., 8th Oct.,

1945.
(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 12, dated 21st Mar., 1946).

EXTRACTS FROM LONDON GAZETTE.
Amendments.Major E. A. Sharpin (1322) to be Lt.-Col. (Supem.), 17th Dec., 

1945, with an ante date for seniority only to 24th Nov., 
1943, and with precedence next above Lt.-Col. J. M. Hay- 
craft (Substituted for the notifn. in Gazette (Supplement) 
dated 15th Feb., 1946).

Major B. L. Clay, O.B.E. (20181), to be Lt.-Col. (Supem.), 17th 
Dec., 1945, with an ante date for seniority only to 24th 
Nov., 1943, and with precedence next below Lt.-Col. E. A. 
Sharpin (Substituted for the notifn. in Gazette (Supple
ment) dated 15th Feb., 1946).
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COMMISSIONS.

War Subs. Lt. R. A. Burke (197035) from Recce. Corps to be 
War Subs Lt.. 2nd Mar., 1946, retaining his present 
seniority.

2nd/Lt. (War Subs. Lt.) Anthony William Franklin (350207) 
from emerg. commn. Ind. Army to be 2nd/Lt., 23rd Jan., 
1940, with seniority 4th Jan., 1945.

2nd/Lt„  (War Subs. Lt.) Edward Charles Seal Osborne (308442) 
from emerg. commn. to be 2nd/Lt„  13th Mar., 1946, with 
seniority 7th Mar., 1946.
The undermentioned cadets to be 2nd/Lts. :

14823669. Frank William Ingles (362822); 2nd Dec., 1945. 
14490464, Kenneth Cheyney Burden (362841); 2nd Dec., 1945. 
14767718. William Gibb Allen (362802); 2nd Dec., 1945. 
14491833, Anthony David Bremner (362887); 2nd Dec.. 1945. 
14829105, Stanley Frederick Arthur Wilson (362888); 2nd Dec.,

1945.
14821076, Richard Noel Rayner (362935); 2nd Dec., 1945. 
14868051, Maurice Arthur Fredrick Hiles (364072) 6th Jan.,

1946.
14873422, Frederick Thomas Winter (362085); 26th Jan., 1946. 
14872748. Bryan Andrew Richardson (362114); 26th Jan., 1946. 
14677700. Kenneth George Hurst (362238); 1st Feb., 1946. 
14492606, Brian Alfred Chaplin (362399); 18th Nov., 1945. 
14840072, Alfred Edwin John Butterworth (364252); 13th Jan., 

1946.
14855469, Julian Herbert Fall (364266); 13th Jan., 1946. 
14861803, Brian Barton-Chappie (364274); 13th Jan., 1946. 
14854989, Ronald Ernest Cannings (364296); 13th Jan., 1946. 
14812852, Eric George Childs (364327); 13th Jan., 1946. 
14867738, Norman John Campbell (364341); 13th Jan., 1946. 
14491020, Alan Francis Crane (364347); 13th Jan., 1946. 
14858883, Christopher Alfred George Whitmore (364361); 13th 

Jan., 1946.
14497985, Hugh Crichton Roberts (364483); 20th Jan., 1946. 
14864859, Vernon Roy Finch (362555); 16th Feb., 1946. 
14888671, Ronald William Lamb (362595); 16th Feb., 1946.

RELINQUISHMENTS.
War Subs. Lt. P. Pettman (143465) reliquishes his commn., 

25th Feb., 1946, and is granted the hon. rank of Capt.
War Subs. Capt. (Q.M.) E. Payne (274104) relinquishes his 

commn. on account of disability, 23rd Mar., 1946, and 
is granted the hon. rank of Capt. (Q.M.).
The undermentioned Capt. (T/Maj.) relinquishes T/Maj. : 

M, G. Hughes (108198), 21st August, 1945.
(Extract from W.O. Order No. 2, dated 10/1/46).

The undermentioned W.S./Maj. (T/Lt.-Col.) relinquishes 
T/Lt.-CoL:T. N. Reid (200314), 13th Oct., 1945.
(Extract from W.O. Order No. 2, dated 10/1/46).

The undermentioned W.S./Capt. (T/Maj.) relinquishes 
T/Maj.: —

H. T. Stevenson (162031), 14tli Oct., 1945.
(Extract from W.O. Order No. 2, dated 10/1/46).

The undermentioned W.S./Lts. (T/Capts.) relinquish 
T/Capt.:

C. J S. Burns (177816), 19th Oct., 1945.
F. A. Rowlands (186234), 19th Oct., 1945.
P. J. Matthewman (186232), 20th Oct., 1945.
F. D. L. Davies (323541), 21st Oct., 1945.
C. M. King (117968), 21st Oct., 1945.
A. W. Chase (281545), 22nd Oct., 1945.

(Extract from W.O. Order No. 2, dated 10/1/46).
The undermentioned relinquishes T/Rank in C.M.F. Orders: 

W.S./Lt. (T/Capt.), relinquishes T/Capt.:
G. H. P. Pritchard (240306), 4th Oct., 1945.

(Extract from W.O. Order No. 2, dated 10/1/46).
The undermentioned relinquishes T/Maj.:

Capt. P. D. Scott (53247), 30th Aug., 1945.
(Extract from W.O. Order No. 2, dated 10/1/46).

The undermentioned W.S./Capts. (T/Majs.) relinquishes 
T/Majs.:

J. Winstanley, M.C. (73619), 11th Jan., 1945.
J. R. Holland (85983), 1st Nov., 1945.
J. McC. Wollaston (92579). 5th Nov., 1945.

(Extract from W.O. Order No. 2, dated 10/1/46).
The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (T/Capt.) relinquishes T/Capt.:

J. R. Nixon, M.C. (93254), 24th Oct., 1944.
(Extract from W.O. Order No. 3, dated 10/1/46).

The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (T/Capt.) relinquish T/Capt.:
E. G. Dykes (138425), 24th July, 1945.

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 4, dated 24/1/46).

The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (T/Capt.) has relinquished 
T/Rank in C.M.F. Orders:

W. S. Budge (242363), 23rd Nov., 1944.
(Extract from W.O. Crdeis No. 4, dated 24/1/46).

Lt. (T/Capt.) B. C. Chandler (77669), relinquishes T/Capt., 
1st Jan., 1945.

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 6, dated 7th Feb., 1946), 
The undermentioned W.S./Cfept. (T/Maj.) relinquishes 

T/Maj. : —
P. H. Austin (71184), 13th Aug., 1945.

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 7, dated 14th Feb., 1946).
The undermentioned W.S./Oapt. (T/Maj.) relinquishes 

T/Maj. : —
G. H. Peirson (138416), 23rd July, 1945.

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 7, dated 14th Feb., 1946). 
The undermentioned W.S./Lts. (T/Capts.) relinquish 

T/Capt. : —
G. K. Todd (138912), 20th Nov., 1944.
R. A. Catchpole (199780), 20th Oct., 1945 (B.A.O.R.).

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 7, dated 14th Feb., 1946). 
The undermentioned relinquishes T/Lt.-Col. : —

W.S./Maj. (T/Lt.-Col.) P. G. Holloway (103576), 25th Oct., 
1945.

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 7, dated 14th Feb., 1946). 
The undermentioned W.S./Maj. (T/Lt.-Col.) relinquishes 

T/Lt.-Col. : —
G. P. Fawcett (52628), 6th Dec., 1945.

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 8. dated 21st Feb., 1946). 
The undermentioned W.S./Lts. (T/Capts.) relinquish 

T/Capt. : —
G. F. J. Quaife (156657), 4th Dec., 1945.
W. S. Sherriff (174562), 5th Dec., 1945.

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 8, dated 21st Feb., 1946).
The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (T/Capt.) relinquishes

T/Capt. : —
A. Berry (186228), 15th Dec., 1945.

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 9, dated 28th Feb.. 1946). 
The undermentioned W.S./Capt. (T/Maj.) relinquishes

T/Maj. : —
H. C. Smith (130079), 19th Sept., 1945.

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 11, dated 14th Mar., 1946).
The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (T/Capt.) relinquishes

T/Capt.: —
D. R. W. Hubbard (303169), 1st Dec., 1945.

(Extract from W.O. Order’s No. 11, dated 14th Mar., 1946). 
The undermentioned has relinquished T/Rank in Indian 

Orders : —
W.S./Lt. (T/Capt.) relinquishes T/Capt. : —

A. J. Wiles (177822), 15th Nov., 1945.
(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 11, dated 14th Mar., 1946). 

The undermentioned has relinquished T/Rank in C.M.F. 
Orders : —
W.S./Capt. (T/Maj.) relinquishes T/Maj. : —

J. D. Wheater (265891), 29th Nov., 1945.
(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 11, dated 14th Mar., 1946). 

W.S./Capt. (T/Maj.) W. Dix (13187), relinquishes T/Maj., 18th 
April, 1945.

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 12, dated 21st Mar., 1946). 
The undermentioned W.S./Capt. (T/Maj.) relinquishes 

T/Maj. :■—
N. J. Bradbury (130149), 1st Jan., 1946.

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 12. dated 21st Mar., 1946).

EYES RIGHT notTceS
If you want your Evening Wear, 
Sports Wear, or in fatt anything 
Laundered expertly, send to the

Maidstone & District Laundry Go,, Ltd
Loose Road, Maidstone.

Telephone : Maidstone 3020



THE QUEEN’S OWN GAZETTE. 67

THE REGIMENTAL BANDS
1st Battalion

Since we last appeared in print, the remaining 3,000 miles 
have been travelled, and now we are back again in the Mother 
country. There were six weeks of leave awaiting us on our 
return, in fact, at the time of going to press, we are still 
on leave.Of course, there has not been time for any Band activity 
of any description, least of all sport, but there are four of us 
playing hockey for the I.T.C., as well as one ex-bandsman 
(Cpl. Simpson) and the Drum-Major, Dodo Watts, which is 
not at all a bad start,We welcome back to our ranks Steve South and Sgt. 
Me Cracken, who is coming to us as Band Sgt. They are 
both old 1st Bn. men. At the same time we regret to have 
lost Bob Darley and John Chalmers, who have been bowler- 
hatted, I know that Bob will be missed mainly for his irre
pressible humour—much of it too subtle for me—as well 
as for his general popularity. John was one of the strongest 
links in the hockey team, having been a Bn. player for many 
years, and will be extremely difficult to replace. Anyway 
Bob and John, the best of luck in your fresh occupations, 
and we hope to see you now and again.I'm afraid that there is no further news for this month's 
edition, so I'll ring off until next time.S. H. S. Small (Chota).

2nd Battalion
Now that the Band of the 2nd Bn. is once again a well 

organised and complete combination of instrumentalists, I 
have decided that we can now submit correspondence which 
will be of interest to subscribers. It is some years since band 
correspondence was submitted, the reason will be obvious 
when readers have continued further with this article.

After considering for some time in what form I should 
write this correspondence, I thought that possibly the most 
interesting way in which we could re-introduce ourselves 
to the pages of the Q.O.G. after such a long absence was to 
give you a brief and interesting survey of the work that the 
Band has done during the war years. It is regretted that 
I cannot give you fuller details of many things that have 
happened, I can touch but lightly on the many experiences 
which the Band has passed through.In March 1939 as most of my readers will remember 
the 2nd Bn. left Palestine for Malta. We had been in Pale
stine for some fifteen months and had seen just about all 
that was of interest. We had also been in most of the disturb
ances that took place. Arriving in Malta from Palestine was 
a happy period and the band was kept busily at the normal 
peace time band duties which are the feature of any station 
abroad. However this bright period did not last long. The 
political situation quickly deteriorated in those early months 
of 1939 and every man of the Garrison of Malta was needed 
for the preparation of the Defence of the Island.

The Bandmaster. Mr. G. Jackson, A.R.C.M., and a few of 
the bandboys who were under seventeen years of age at that 
time were posted to the U.K. and the Regimental Band 
ceased to exist. All of the Military Band instruments were 
stored and the majority of the band were formed into the 
stretcher bearing platoon Other personnel of the Band went 
to various duties in the Bn. Charlie Dyason went to the 
cookhouse, Sgt, Ellis and Sgt. Ringe to the A.A. PI. Sgt. 
Copestake was already in the A.A. PI. at that time. Sgt. 
Bates took over command of the Stretcher Bearing PI.. C.S.M. 
Dunton, Band Sgt. at that time eventually took over as C.SM. 
in the A. Tk. PI. I myself went to the Orderly Room.

However it was decided that the Dance Band should con
tinue to function as long as possible and as long as the 
situation permitted. Actually the Dance Band eventually per
formed throughout the whole of the siege, the members of 
the Dance Band carrying out their other various duties at 
the same time.Wiring of the whole Island’s coastline, the building of 
the huge aerodrome at Luca, unloading of the ships that 
managed to get through to the Island, the manning of beach 
posts and anti paratroop posts in the 'dromes, and the re
fuelling of fighter aircraft and the loading of bombs and of 
ammunition belts in aircraft during the bombing of ’dromes 
are but a few of the tasks that the band, together with the 
whole Bn., had to perform.

There were casualties of course—Sgt. Ellis being badly 
wounded during the savage bombing of the Married Quarters

at St. George's Barracks by Junkers. He was in plaster of 
parts for over a year but managed despite this handicap to 
play out with the Dance Band on occasions. Eventually he 
landed back in the U.K. at the end of 1942, and we hear 
that since then he has left the service. Charlie Moxon, our 
Band Cpl. at that time, died in hospital after a very brief 
illness. Other members of the Band at various times suffered 
from the rigours of the siege. Infantile paralysis broke out 
— other diseases were rife — and the tightening of belts 
in the true sense of the word was the order of the day.

The blitzes became worse; probably the most galling 
factor was that we couldn’t fight back against bombs. There 
was no invasion that would have given men of the Bn. the 
chance to hit back. Then during the very worst period Field 
Marshall Lord Gort, V.C., was appointed Governor and Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the Portress. Morale of the civilian popu
lation and of the garrison had to be maintained at its high 
level despite the worsening situation. Part of the solution 
wTas to reform the Military Band, blitz or no blitz. Lt.-Col. 
R. O. Pulverman was the commanding officer at that time 
and he gave orders that the Band should be re-established 
under the direction of C.S.M. Dunton, who was appointed 
Acting Bandmaster in the absence of Bandmaster Jackson. 
He had the task of organising the Military Band after it 
had been disbanded for a considerable time. The job was 
not easy—he worked himself and the band into a high 
pitch of enthusiasm and did remarkably well.

At times, with a fairly empty inside, when even physical 
training was considered out of the question, it was no easy 
matter to put “soul” into rehearsals and into your playing. At 
one time we were hard at work rehearsing and we were 
unaware that an air raid was developing. Before we realised 
what was happening a terrific barrage was put up overhead, 
bombs of all shapes and sizes came down. Needless to say 
that the band, like all good soldiers, dived for the ground 
and made ourselves look as small as possible. I shall never 
forget the drummer who went for cover behind his bass drum 
and it has always puzzled me what protection he thought 
the drum was going to afford him. Apparently he believed 
in the "Old Bill” saying “If you know of a better hole—go 
to it” and in this case I suppose the drummer was right, 
as there didn’t happen to be any holes around at the time— 
they came later when the bombs had fallen.

Time and time again the Dance Band were in like cir
cumstances and were caught in some of the worst blitzes on 
Valleta, the Island's capital city. We used to play regularly 
at the Vernon United Services’ Club which was situated on 
the top of one of the huge bastions that overlook the Grand 
Harbour. One Sunday I remember that we were playing at 
a Dance there when the “Take Cover” alarm went. In Malta 
that alarm meant trouble as the “Take Cover” alarm only 
affected the immediate vicinity where the raid developed. 
The dance came to a quick finish, and we of the Dance Band 
dashed for cover into an air raid shelter under the Club. 
I shall never forget the look on our faces when we came up 
for air after the “All Clear” had gone. The surprised looks 
were caused through our seeing that the Club Restaurant 
had received a direct hit from a heavy bomb, and we sud
denly realised that we had taken shelter under the restaurant. 
A close one that—.Whilst talking of the Vernon Club it may interest
you to know that the Management used to run a Dance
Band Competition annually which was open to all Bands of 
the services stationed on the island. There were six entrants 
the year that we entered the competition and we were suc
cessful in winning first prize. Runners up in this compe
tition was the dance band of H.M.S. Delhi, the remaining 
bands were of the other Infantry Units stationed on the
island. On the whole it was not a bad effort considering
that our military duties came first at that time and band 
work was of secondary importance.

The military band under the direction of C.S.M. Dunton 
was also hard at work at this period. The Corp of Drums had 
also reformed under Drum Major Watts, and all who know 
“Dodo” Watts will realise that there could not have been 
a more capable man for the job. C.S.M. Dunton and D/M 
Watts worked hard in bringing up the drill and musical 
capabilities of the Band and Drums and had a great amount 
of success. Regularly we performed the Ceremony of Beating 
Retreat on the bomb scarred and cratered Castille Square, 
which immediately overlooks the Grand Harbour.

The Governor and Commander-in-Chief was always most 
interested in this particular ceremony. He always seemed
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to pay particular attention to the drill movements and any
one who knows music will realise that to couple really smart 
drill movements together with first-class rendering of the 
music is not an easy task. However, we did manage to work 
up to an amazingly high standard of efficiency. We used to 
attract large crowds of islanders and service men on these 
occasions when we beat retreat. The band and drums were 
always dresseu in ceremonial white clothing and buff, and we 
paid particular attention to the fact that the Maltese are 
particularly fond of classical and sacred music and music 
of a patriotic nature. I remember once that we were just 
commencing to beat retreat before a large crowd of islanders 
when a really heavy air raid developed near to the Grand 
Harbour. A terrific barrage was put into operation. The 
"Take Cover” alarm went and shrapnel and bombs rained 
down. However, the Governor decided that the ceremony 
should carry on. We continued and it was most gratifying, 
and a proof of the high morale of the people, that they did 
not run lor shelter which was the natural tendency, but they 
remained and saw the Beating of Retreat to its close.

The news of the award of the George "Cross to the Island 
of Malta was made public at about this time. There was 
great rejoicing amongst the people of Malta. Every village 
throughout the island celebrated, and the George Cross was 
hanaed over with full ceremony and military glory. It was 
a memorable occasion and huge crowds gathered to witness 
the ceremony, on  this great parade the Regimental Band and 
Drums was well to the fore. Later the George Cross was 
enclosed in a wooden and glass framework, together with 
the original citation in the King's handwriting. The George 
Cross was then sent to all the main towns and villages on 
the island to enable the people to witness a short ceremony, 
and then the villagers filed past the beautifully made case 
in which rested the symbol of the King’s recognition of 
fcheir brave spirit and fortitude through years or 
suffering in the worst siege of the island’s momentous history. 
Whilst the villagers had these opportunities of seeing for 
themselves the gracious words written by H.M. the King, the 
Band used to play suitable music of a soul stirring and 
patriotic quality and we were always received with enormous rounds of applause.

Gradually the grave situation in which the island had 
been for such a long period improved. More and better fighter 
aircraft arrived. Convoys were getting through with vital food 
supplies, ammunition, bombs and re-inforcements. Larger 
ana more modern bombers were continuously taking off and 
returning to tne aerodromes that we knew so well. We were 
beginning to see the Island that had been subjected to 
continuous muraerous onslaughts fight back at the hated 
Razi. El Aiamem was iought and won—the siege was at an end.

Then in June, 1943, we departed from the Island of 
Malta. I snail never forget that moment when mooring ropes 
were slippeu and we pulied out of the ruins of the shattered 
remains of the Grand Harbour. It was on June the 11th, the 
third anniversary of the treacherous first attack on the island 
by uie nanans. Incidentally some members of the band were 
most lucky when the first stick of bombs fell on Malta at 
OBoO hours, 11th June, 1940. Sgt. Bates, our present Band 
Sgt., was with a section of men, infantry ground protection 
for an A.A. gun site. One bomb defaced the Porte De Bombes, 
a triumphal arch at the entrance to Valletta City, this was a 
most amazing coincidence. Another bomb of this first stick 
made a airect hit on the A.A. gun site killing all the crew. 
Sgt. Bates and his section had taken protection behind a 
low ruboie wail a yarn or so away and were unhurt.

We said goodbye to Malta and all that it had meant 
on a glorious summer's day, and the morale was high when 
we heaaed west. For home we thought. At that time we 
had already served five and half years abroad. However, 
our hopes were soon dashed away when we entered the 
shattered remains of Tripoli Harbour. We entered this har
bour shortly after the Royal Navy had cleared an entrance 
to It after it had been blocked by concrete ships sunk 
across the boom. A day in Tripoli and we joined convoy 
and headed east again. Second day out we were passing 
Siax. Ail of the band were at breakfast at the time, most 
of us being in one of the watertight mess decks below. Sud
denly a terrific explosion, and we all thought that it was 
the end. The watertight doors had been closed—however, a 
few minutes later the doors were opened and we were ordered 
up on deck. As soon as we arrived on deck we saw that the 
trooper that was in convoy with us, about four lengths away, 
on our starboard beam was sinking quickly stern down. • We 
could plainly see the troops aboard going overboard where 
they were picked up by an attending destroyer. Luckily the 
loss of life was not so heavy as we had at first imagined.

Eventually we arrived at Alexandria. We were sent to 
Sidi Blshr where we were re-clothed and equipped and then

sent on four days leave, the first that we had had, except for 
rest periods on Malta. After the leave period we headed for 
Syria and Mountain Warfare Training. The band had stored 
all the instruments away before we left Malta and at last 
we ceased to be a band.

From Syria to Palestine for dry shod training—from there 
to the sweet water canal in Egypt for wet shod training, 
and then back to Palestine where most of us manage^ to 
look up old acquaintances of pre-war days.

The band was dispersed again. The stretcher bearing 
platoon was commanded by Sgt. Bates. C.S.M. Dunton, who 
had been our acting Bandmaster, took over the A/Tk. pla
toon. Together with him went Sgt. Ringe and one or two 
more bandsmen. I took over the duties of Orderly Room 
Sgt. and this was the last chance that we of the Band had 
of being together after so many years. Little did we guess 
what was in store for us all.

At last what we had been waiting for—the word that 
we were to embark for an unknown destination. We embarked 
at Haifa in destroyers and after passing the German held 
island of Crete we arrived at the island of Leros in the 
Aegean Isles. There we left “B” Coy. and the remainder of 
the Unit proceeded to the island of Samos. Then invasion 
came—an excellent report on this action has already been 
published in the “Q.O.G.”

We suffered heavily in action—Sgt. Williams, our late 
Dance Band drummer was killed. Cpl. Wheeler, our solo 
cornet and leading dance band trumpet, was badly wounded. 
Bdsm. Colebrook was wounded also. Other members of the 
band suffered lighter wounds. All of the band did heroic 
work in their various tasks. The Stretcher Bearing Platoon 
worked under exceedingly bad conditions. Intelligence work 
was carried out by members of the Band and Drums, others 
went into the Coys, as riflemen.

Cpl. Wheeler and Cpl. Hunter were eventually evaeuatea 
by German Hospital ship, but were rescued by the Royal Navy 
which captured the German vessel. They later arrived in the 
U.K. CB.M. Dunton, together with a handful of others, 
made a remarkable escape from the island after it had fallen 
and got back to the Middle East, after what must have been 
a nightmare journey. There they met Sgt. Bates who had 
been left behind as part of the small rear party on the island 
of Samos. After numerous narrow escapes Sgt. Bates at 
last got back to the U.K. via M.E.

During the short time that C.S.M. Dunton and Sgt. 
Bates were waiting repatriation in the M.3., the Bandmaster, 
Mr. Jackson, arrived. He was on his way out for posting 
to the Bn., and later returned to U.K. with Bn. details.

The remainder of us were captured together with the 
remainder of the Bn. After a day or so we were sent in 
parties by ship and air to Piraeus, the Port of Athens. After 
an adventurous march through Athens, when a a few managed 
to escape the lino of march, we were billetted at an air-craft 
engine assembly factory some few miles from the city it
self.

Later we formed into two parties. The officers of the 
Bn. together with officers of the Bde. and a small number 
of other ranks, myself included, were sent on the first party 
to be transferred to German camps. This journey took almost 
a fortnight and we travelled in cattle wagons with no heat
ing arrangements and straw only for beading. It was mid 
winter and icicles were forming on the inside of the trucks. 
The food was terrible and I regret to say that men of both 
parties died of exposure on that nightmare Journey. A few 
managed to escape en route and after some miraculous 
escapes arrived back in our lines.

We in the officers party after a few days in the first 
camp at which we arrived in Germany, not far from Munich, 
were again entrained in cattle trucks and had a two-day 
journey and eventually arrived at the notorious Concentra
tion Camp at Buchenwalde. There on Christmas night, 1943, 
we were thrown into solitary confinement for varying periods 
of from two to fifteen or more days. I was unlucky, being 
inside for the longer period. After attempts at gaining in
formation made by the Nazi Intelligence we were all sent 
to main camps where at last we were treated as P’s. of W. 
and finally registered with the Red Cross.

We had not shaved for almost three months and I shall 
never forget the enormous beard that D/M Watts later 
produced.

Meanwhile the second party were evacuated from Athens 
and suffered the same difficulties and terrible conditions, as 
we of the first party experienced. Included in this second 
party was almost the whole of the Band. Luckily, however, 
there was only one other Bandsman who had, to go through 
the same experience at Buchenwalde. He was Pte. Barrett and 
he got five days solitary, eventually landing up in a Beer 
Factory near Leipzig and later worked in other working camps. 
Other members of the band were dispersed to several different



THE QUEEN’S OWN GAZETTE. 69
working camps. Medically protected personnel who were mem
bers of the stretcher bearing platoon continued to work in 
German repatriation Camps spid Stalags. Pew of us had 
the opportunity of keeping up musical study. However, two 
of us did manage to get hold of Instruments and get into 
Orchestras in the Stalags. Other members of the band even
tually were supplied with instruments by the Red Cross and 
Y.M.C.A. and ran dance band combinations at their camps.

Whilst those of us who were captured awaited final 
victory, a few members of the Band were getting back to the 
U.K. where Bandmaster Jackson was already posted at 
the 13th I.T.C. At last he was able to start the reforming 
of the Band, it was shortly before Christmas, 1944, eighteen 
months after the final closing down of the old regimental 
band in Malta. Band Sgt. Bates and Band Cpl. Hunter were 
already with the Bandmaster. Next to arrive was Charlie 
Dyason, solo clarinet player of many years experience. Pte. 
Kyte was also at the I.T.C. in the early days of the band’s 
reforming. He has, however, gone to the Corp of Drums
which is now reforming under the able direction of Drum 
Major Watts.

The bandmaster was greatly handicanped by the fact 
that A.l. men were barred from joining the Band. He was 
also severely hampered by the lack of instruments. Instru
ments are still arriving from the M.E. at the time of writ
ing this article, almost three years after they were stored for 
the last time. However, shortly afterwards a number of 
instruments did arrive back from M.E. and with the timely 
help and assistance of R.S.M. Tasker and members of the 
Sgts'. Mess at the I.T.C.. the band was able to start perform
ing. Major Love, our Band President, also was giving valu
able assistance.

Boys Charlick, Squire, Yeates, Sandwell, Marr and later 
Walton and O'Brien enlisted at the I.T.C. Charlick, Sandwell 
and Hobson have now attained man service. Marr has held 
Provisional rank of L/Cpl. for some time. O'Brien is the 
military and dance band drummer and had considerable 
experience at drumming in civilian life. He will shortly attain 
man service age. Next to come on to his service Is Boy 
Yeates. Squire, I am afraid, has some considerable time to 
wait. The Regimental Band, as will be seen from this data, 
is badly in need of boys of musical aptitude to enlist and 
train as musicians. All the information concerning enlist
ment can be obtained from the Bandmaster, or - from the Band President, 2nd R.W.K.

At this period the Band of the 1st Bn. proceeded on 
tour of the M.E. and the new band of the 2nd Bn. commenced 
to play in public and on parades.

Later several valuable additions to the band were made. 
Pte. Drvden, flute player with Henry Hall before his conscrip
tion. Pte. Elvin with years of experience on the euphonium 
in civilian life. Pte. Jack with experience on the tenor sax 
In civilian dance bands. Pte. Veryard an excellent double 
bass player and euphonium from the band of The Middlesex 
Regt. Pte. Foster who has been solo trombone for some time, 
enlisted formerly as a boy in the Queen’s Regt. He will shortly 
be leaving us and Charlick will take over solo trombone work. 
Ptes. Greenslade and Manning, conscripted, both with some 
years experience as cornet players. Transferred from the Coys, 
came Pte. Lewis our solo comet, with considerable experience 
in brass band work. Otto Frank our genial continental 
musician, piano and accordion. Ptes. Miles and Watson, 
both with experience on their instruments. Later arrived 
Bdsm. Simmons from the Far East and enlisted in the band 
of the West Yorks originally. Latest addition is Pte. Powell, 
a pianist of considerable note, transferred from the Coys.

Eventually all our original bandsmen arrived from their 
Prison Camps, after spending their P. of W. leave in many 
dubious ways. Most of them have been demobilised, among 
them being Bdsm. Baker, Floyd Fisher. Cpl. Sutherland, Cpl. 
Wheeler is working in the Midlands and is doing well. Bdsm. 
Warner we presume is “out” now. Bdsm. Colebrook is at last 
a civilian, also Pte. Liddelow. Cpl. Harden has quite recently 
arrived back from Malta. C.S.M. Dunton is with the 2nd 
Bn. Sgt. Ringe and Sgt. Copestake are no longer with us.

Those of us who have rejoined the band again are Cpl. 
Hillman and myself, who have both taken on for pension. 
Pte. Barrett oboe player, Bdsm. Henderson E flat clarinet, 
Tubby Newell clarinet, Pte. Green trombone, and Pte. Tibbetts 
cornet. All are with us now and have some time yet to 
complete. Sgt. Bates has but a few months to complete now, 
he has already 22 years pensionable service.

During the last few months we have benefitted from 
the valuable services of the following members of the 1st 
Bn. Band who have been waiting the return of the 1st Bn. 
Band from tour, Cpl. Me Cracken, Cpl. Piggott, Bdsm. South, 
Bdsm. Jefferey. We shall Indeed be sorry to lose them.

Pte. Saunders and L/Cpl. Fairbrother are also with us 
and have a short while now to complete.

During the short time that the band has been reformed 
it has come across numerous difficulties, chief of these being 
the constant drain of personnel demobilised. Quite a few 
of the members of the band who were with the Bandmaster 
during its reforming have now left. However, we hope that 
there will be a gradual increase of new members, formed 
chiefly from enlisted boys. The band had a successful season 
last year. We were at Broadstairs a total of three weeks and 
were in constant demand at various Victory Parades and 
Savings Weeks throughout Kent. The Dance Band is also a 
going concern and is well-known in the West Kent District. 
During the last two months we have been with the 148 Pro
O.C.T.U. at Wrotham. We have yet another month to complete 
our tour here. Singapore has been mentioned as a possible 
move. A year's tour has been suggested. The B.A.O.R. is 
another possibility.

We also congratulate Bdsm. Henderson on his recent mar
riage. and Pte. Tibbetts on the gift of a daughter. "Spot.”

"'ARF A MO/ MABEL!"
MARS comes first with the Forces
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::

: News from Battalions :

i st BATTALION
THE JOURNEY PROM LARISA TO SALONIKA.

The route to Salonika from Larisa over which the 1st 
Bn. recently travelled, is one of great scenic beauty. We had 
to cross the great Olympan Range, at this time of the year 
heavily covered in snow. Snow drifts and ice make the zig
zagging mountain roads very treacherous, and even with skid 
chains the drivers have a hard job.

The half-way staging camp was at Kozani, a garrison- 
cum-market tuwn, and it will be remembered by the Bn. as 
the bleakest and coldest place on earth. Kozani Pass was 
reached next day; this was the highest and most difficult 
stretch of the journey. It was not so grim, however, as 
to damp the spirits of the men, for, during a halt there 
was a fierce battle against the Officers. Majors McLelland 
and Tennant, and Capt. LeBall. however, apparently got off 
lightly, but some of the Officers just could not be seen for 
snow.

Once over the crest of the pass there was a magnificent 
view of the plain of Salonika, and from a distance the city 
appeared white and oriental, set against the deep blue back
ground of the Aegean Sea.

There were gaggles of hundreds of geese feeding on the 
water-logged ploughlands, Grey lag, Whitefronts. bean geese and pink foots.

As one soldier remarked, despite the cold and wind, it was a journey well worth while.

The 1st Bn. has said goodbye recently to over ninety of its 
members, thirty of them being N.C.Os. Our best wishes go 
with them, and our thanks for all their good work. We shall 
miss them a great deal; the names of many will be linked 
with the stories of the Bn. in North Africa, in Italy and 
Greece. They go home familiarised with parts of the world 
that before the war were just places on a school atlas; the 
first hand knowledge of peoples and conditions will help to 
make them not only better citizens of Britain, but citizens 
of the world. For nowadays, for better or for worse, and 
whether we like it or not, the world grows smaller and 
peoples are more and more inter-dependent; our lives and 
our future are affected by the happenings in far off lands.

We welcome the newcomers and it is good to see how 
soon they were settling down. Several places in the football 
and hockey teams have been filled by them.

We are fortunate, at a time when so many “old hands” 
are leaving, to still have with us the Commanding Officer,
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Lt.-Col. H. P Braithwalte, D.S.O. The O.O. and some of the 
Officers have augmented the rations in the past month or 
so by duck shooting. The talk in the mess about “the one 
we nearly got” goes much further than the ducks on the plate.

We are pleased to see the Padre, Rev. T. D. V. Clatworthy,
C.F., Capt. Leon Demetrious, R.A.M.C., and Major D. S. Scull 
back from L.I.A.P. Major Scull now has command of “H.Q." 
Coy. Capt. B. B. Brook is able to devote more time again to 
the Educational Scheme; he has just lost his assistant, Lt.
T. Mulhern. Lt. Mulhem joined the Bn. only six weeks ago. 
but he was by no means a stranger to the Queen’s Own, 
having served with the 5th Bn. In France in 1940 and he 
was at the Depot for several months. Major E. A. Jordan and 
Capt. C. S. Hale left us early in February. Major Jordan 
had been acting as 2nd 1/e for two months. We were sorry 
to see them go and wish them the best of luck in “Civvy 
Street.”

■ Capt. Peter Harris is back with us as Adjutant, and we 
have a new Assistant Adjutant in Capt. R. A. Burke, M.C.. 
until recently O.C. Mortar Platoon. Capt. Burke served with 
the Recce. Regt. during the war; his brother, Major Mike 
Burke served with the 1st Bn., and unfortunately was killed 
in North Africa serving with the 4th Recce. Regt.

We say goodbye in the very near future to one of the
oldest members pf the 
Bn., Capt. (Q.M.) R. C. E. 
Mines, M.B.E. There is no doubt many of the 
Queen's Own, past and 
present, will recognise 
his photograph, for Capt 
Ronnie Mines enlisted in 
the 2nd Bn. over twenty 
years ago, and served 
with them in Germany 
and Ireland. Joining the 
1st Bn. in India in 1927. 
Capt. Mines became 
R.Q.M.S. in 1932, and 
was commissioned as 
Quartermaster to the 1st 
Bn. in Sept., 1938. and he 
has been with the Bn. 
ever since, serving in 
France, North Africa, 
Middle East, Italy and 
Greece. Capt. Mines has 
been twice mentioned in Despatches to H.M. the King; in France, in 1940, and in 

Italy in 1945, and he was awarded the M.B.E. in Italy in 
June, 1944. We shall certainly not lose contact with the 
“Q” for he is going home to the Depot, and with him go 
the thanks and good wishes of the 1st Bn.

R.S.M. A. J. Hayley is back again after two months in 
Blighty. Mr. Hayley has returned with even more vigour 
and keenness!

R.Q.M.S. Danny Heskett has been busy at our new loca
tion. but he has found time to play hockey and basket-ball 
in the Sgts. Mess teams against the Officers. The Sgts. Mess, 
bubbling over with confidence one Sunday morning, took on 
the Officers at football and The Rest at hockey. Both games 
were very exciting and at football the result was a draw, 2—2, 
and The Rest won their game 3-1.

Capt. Stanley Venn, of the Intelligence Section, still has 
the Bn. Dance Band under his wing and he himself plays 
the guitar. Another member of his section, Sgt. Billy Woods, 
plays the trumpet. Cpl. Julie Levy, who has been with the 
Intelligence Section for over two-and-a-half years, is now news 
Reporter for Bn. Sport and other events, and frequently 
contributes articles to the Divisional newspaper, the “Quad
rant.” A very useful addition to the Intelligence Section is 
Pte. Nicky Stylianou, who speaks Greek and incidentally, pro
vides some good “contacts” in town.

DEMONSTRATION TO 42 GREEK BRIGADE.
On January 19th. before leaving Larisa, the 1st Bn. car

ried out their final demonstration for C British Liaison 
Unit.

At the H.Q. of 42 Greek Brigade, a demonstration of 
Guard Mounting and Dismounting was keenly watched by 
some hundred Greek Army Officers; they showed great interest 
in the British Army methods, which differ considerably from 
their own, based on the French Army.

The photographs show Major D. J. McLelland, who was 
then Adjutant, and C.S.M. R. A. Smith Inspecting the Guard. 
The Guard consisted of men from each Company and was 
commanded by Sgt. R. Donaldson.

“A” Company
“A" Coy. have perhaps more of the old faces than any

one. and Coy. H.Q. are kept busy with releases and new 
drafts, as C.S.M. E. R. Warren and Pte. R. Bottle know only 
too well. “Bumpy” Skinner, as our new clerk, is well in his 
stride now that he has taken over from Pte. Freddie Povah. 
“A” Coy. will seem indeed a new Coy. without Freddie and he 
will be sadly missed.

The partnership of Major S. F. H. Glynn and Capt. T. H. 
Parnacott is about to be dissolved. Major Glynn has been 
with “A” Coy. a long time; oar best wishfes go with him to 
“Civvy Street.”

We welcome Cpl. Williams and L/Sgt. Nunn and the 
draft they brought out from the Depot. L/Sgt. Nunn has 
served with the 6th Bn. and has found a few old friends.

The Coy. would have done well to have had the newcomers 
in time for the inter-Coy. Football Knockout; we have lost 
the trophy this time, but there Is no doubt it will soon be 
back with us.

“B” Company
"B” Coy. is busy training and is lucky to have fewer 

changes than most Coy's. A few of the N.C.O’s. are leaving 
shortly, however, we shall say good-bye to Sgt. C. Bcvan. C/Sgt. 
Kneller has heard rumours that his predecesser. Pat Keating, 
has already made enough to retire after so short a time from 
release. A pity we are not all able to join the “Q Blokes 
Union.”

Lt. John Galilee, our Kiwi Officer, has just returned from 
leave in England and tells us he had a very good time.

“C” Company
“C” Coy has a new Coy. Commander in Major D. J. 

McLelland; we congratulate him on his promotion; it must 
have been a wrench to leave the cushioned chair in the 
Adjutants office.

Capt. Nigel LeBall, who commanded the Coy. at Larisa 
has left us for a course in Italy.
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We welcome the new Coy. 2nd i/c, Cant. M. A F. Frost, 

and congratulate him on his recent marriage.
2nd/Lt. P. G. Nowell-Usticke has left the Bn. to go on 

detachment at Brigade H.Q., but no doubt we shall see quite 
a lot of him.

Sgt. Austin, D.C.M., has returned from leave and is 
commanding 15 Platoon, with L/Sgt. Wheatley as Platoon 
Sgt. L/Sgt. Wheatley and L/Sgt. Brown are congratulated 
on gainisg their third stripes. “C” Coy. are much better olf 
for senior N.C.O's. now that Sgts. Conrathe and Garton have 
returned from L.I.A.P.

C/Sgt. Myland has done very well to be promoted from 
Cpl.; well done; a nice surprise for your return from leave.

"C" Coy. reached the final of the Inter-Coy. Knockout 
Competition, and were in high hopes of winning the trophy. 
The team did not include Pte. Inskip, who was unfortunately 
Injured during the Brigade Semi-Final, and “S" Coy. beat 
us 3—1. It was a good game, however, and we shall work 
hard now for the Football League Shield.

The hockey team is very confident under the leadership 
of C.S.M. Woolley of keeping its end up in the inter-Coy. 
tournament.

Support Company
The call of civilian life Is making big demands on Sp. 

Coy., and we have just said farewell to such stalwarts as 
C/Sgt. “Piggy” Payne, Sgt. Frank Smith and Cpl. Craig. It 
is hard to think of the Carrier Platoon without our carrier 
mech. Craig. We send our good wishes with them all.

The Coy. Commander, Major W. H. Tennant, is to be con
gratulated on his recent promotion; may we point out that 
the plaster on his forehead is not due to a swollen head, but 
to a hearty game of soccer!

“S" Coy. gained the Knockout trophy for football, and 
our team was captained, for the last time, by C/Sgt. Payne. 
We were lucky to have four members of the Bn. side in the 
team. Major Tennant, C/Sgt. Payne, Ptes. Reed and Lewis. 
Pte. Walker, the Coy. sports manager, has just left us for a
P.T. course; he was unable to play in the Final, unfortunately, 
owing to a foot injury. Lt. George Smythe, the Pioneer 
Officer, was In the team; and he is also a “star” In the 
Coy. hockey team. We hope to give a good account of ourselves in the coming hockey tournament.

Lt. A. Kimberley is the new O.C. Mortar Platoon, and he 
is already busy with the field firing practices. C.S.M. Bonn 
has returned after'a short stay in hospital.

We had the privilege recently of providing the Bn. Guard 
of Honour for the occasion of the visit of the G.O.O. Land 
Forces Greece, Lt.-General R. Scobie, C.B.E., C.B., M.C. We 
are pleased to say that the turn-out and drill was first-class, 
a fact remarked upon by the many senior Officers present.

SPORT.
The Bn. Football and Hockey teams have been selected 

by inter-Coy. games, and we are just getting settled teams. 
We have lost Pte. Harris of “H.Q.” Coy. who has often played 
in goal for the Bn. football team, but Capt. Westcott is still 
with us and he has played some magnificent games in the 
last few weeks.

C/Sgt. Payne, who has captained the Bn. side, is leaving, 
as is Pte. Don. C/Sgt. Kneller captained the Brigade team in 
the Divisional semi-final, he and Don played very good games. 
Major Tennant, a most versatile player, who plays wing for
ward one week and full-back the next, is Football Officer. Cpl. 
King leads the forwards still and he has a newcomer, Pte. 
Inskip, ex-Notts Forest, as left-wing and Pte. Hammond as 
right-wing. Sgt. Messider, “B" Coy's, captain, is inside right. 
"Chopper” Sewell plays a very plucky game at half-back, and 
he was a credit to the Bn. when he played in the Brigade 
team. Pte. Ehrlich is settling down as half-back, too.

We have played some very enjoyable games in Salonika, 
drawing 2—2 against 11 Field Regt., R.A.; losing 5—1 against 
1 Field Regt., R.A.; and drawing 1—1 in the Plastirias Cup 
match against 1st Bn. Buffs. This last match was a very 
good one indeed and it was pleasing to note how the Bn. 
side was settling down. The Brigade side lost the semi-final 
for the Cup; we were unfortunate in losing Pte. Inskip after 
only ten minutes play with an ankle Injury. “S” Coy. are 
now the holders of the Knockout Tournament Cup, and Coys, 
are preparing for the League competition.

The Bn. hockey team has consisted very largely of W.Os. 
and Sgts. Shades of India! But some of the newcomers are 
showing promise, and each week sees a new player on the 
field. So far we still have R.Q.M.S. Heskett in goal, Capt. 
Allen Loveys, the Bn. Hockey Officer, plays back with C.S.Ms. 
Benn or Warren. C.S.Ms. Copper and Woolley, and Sgt. 
Wheatley are half-backs. C.S.M. Relf, Sgt. Wittick (whose 
one-handed play is often brilliant), and Major Waring are

usually in the forward line. Capt. Harris, Lt. Bob Barnes 
and two newcomers, Ptes. Wright and Stewart, have also 
played for the Bn. Mr. Hayley and Sgt.-Inst. P. Phelps,
A.P.T.C., are always willing to umpire the matches, and 
their help in selecting the team Is very useful.

The open country around the Barracks has given rise 
to thoughts of cross-country running, and next month we 
should be able to report an inter-Coy. competition.

The Bn’s, present location at the Technical Barracks in 
Salonika, is nicely situated, about four miles out of town 
and a few hundred yards from the sea. The view from the 
Barracks across the Bay is magniiicent. The sun sets behind 
Mount Olympus; the majestic Olympus and the very colour
ful Greek sunsets make a beautiful picture.

Salonika has several cinemas, some good canteens and 
civilian restaurants, and a Garrison Theatre. We were lucky 
one week to be entertained by Miss Gracie Fields. The 
Salonika Symphony Orchestra gives a performance of classical 
music each week and this is becoming increasingly popular.

It is still uncertain just when the Greek elections are to 
take place, so we cannot guess at the Bn’s, future, but you 
will hear from us again next month.

APPOINTMENTS — OFFICERS.
C.O. : Lt.-Col. H. P. Braithwaite, D.S.O.
2nd i/C : Major H. B. H. Waring (Pros. Fire Committee, 

Welfare Officer, Messing Officer, Training Officer.
Adjt. : Capt. P. J. R. Harris.
A/Adjt. : Capt. R. A. Burke, M.C.
I.O. : Capt. S. J. Venn (Band Pres., Ent. Officer, Officer 

1/e Guards).
P. R.I. : Lt. R. Barnes.
O.C. "H.Q.” Coy.. Major D. S. Scull.
Slgs.' Officer :
M.T.O. : Capt. T. V. Upton (Officer 1/c Winter Sports).
Edn. Officer: Capt. B. B. Brook (P.M.C.).
Q. M. : Capt. R. C. E. Mines, M.B.E.
R. M.O. : Capt. L. V. Demetrius (Photography Officer).
Chaplain : Rev. T. D. V. Clatworthy.
O.C. "A” Coy. : Major S. F. H. Glynn.
2nd i/c : Capt. T. H. Parnacott.
PI. Comdr. : Lt. J. Vane (Press Rep.).
O.C. "B” Coy. : Capt. E. A. McFarland (Officer i/c Rugby 

Football).
2nd i/c : Capt. E. L. Westcott.
PI. Comdr. : Lt. O. F. C. Cook.
PI. Comdr. : Lt. R. J. Galillee. M.C. (N.Z.E.F.).
O.C. “C” Coy. : Major D. J. McLelland.
2nd i/c : Capt. M. A. Frost.
PI. Comdr.: 2nd/Lt. W. M. Hills (Officer i/c Basket Ball).
O.C. “S" Coy. : Major W. H. Tennant (Officer i/c Football).
Carrier PI. Comdr. : Capt. A. H. Loveys (Officer i/c Hockey).
Mortar PI. Comdr. : Lt. A. W. Kimberley (P.T. Officer).
Pioneer PI. Comdr. ; Lt. G. M. Smyth.
Miscellaneous:—Capt. N. S. LeBull (Course—Italy); Lt. 

W. A. Pitfield (att. "Quadrant"); 2nd/Lt. P. G. Nowell-Usticke 
(att. Bde. H.Q.).

md BATTALION
The fog of peace has slightly lifted at last and the Bat

talion has now been re-united in Germany. The evening of 
18th February saw the Advance Party waiting in the rain on 
Northeim Station for the train, bearing the Main Body of the 
Battalion, which was scheduled to arrive at 1800 hours. Need
less to say the train was very late and it did eventually steam 
in about 2100 hours. The detraining and embussing into the 
forty odd 3 - tonners, lined up outside the station, went on 
the whole very smoothly and everyone was soon on their way 
to their Cay. areas, where a hot meal was waiting for them; 
at least it had been hot four hours before!

The train journey from Malines took almost exactly 24 
hours and was a reasonably comfortable one. Good meals, al
beit at peculiar hours, were served at Krefeld and Minden 
and the feeding authorities are to be congratulated in dealing 
with the Bn. in 20 minutes. The only incident of note which 
occurred on the journey was when a person or persons un
known pulled the communication cord. It worked! and the 
train was stopped apparently suspended in mid-air over the River Rhino for half an hour.

The same night saw the arrival of the Road Party under 
Lt. Fagg with most of our M.T. and new G 1098 equipment. 
They accomplished the long trek from Belgium without serious 
mishap, and it was a pleasant sight particularly for the advance party, to see so much of our transport again, after being de
pendant so long on the kindheartedness of other units.
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The trip, approximately 350 miles, was completed in 48 

hours, the route being through Belgium, Holland and into 
Germany via Munchen Gladbach, Krefeld (where they stayed 
the night in a comfortable German Barracks now a Transit 
Camp) — Dusseldorf (where the Rhine was crossed) Ruhr by 
way of Mulheim, Essen and Dortmund—Paderbom and Uslar. 
Owing to the weather it was impossible to see fully the re
sults of R.A.P. bombing, but Essen with its miles of miles of 
debris and deserted buildings through which the convoy passed, 
must have been a fair sample.

The night they arrived Hardegsen was humming with ac
tivity until the early hours of the morning, but eventually the 
M.T. was safely parked in its lines at the nearby “Cement 
Fabrik” Factory, the convoys to Coys, had all passed through 
and peace again returned to this quiet little village.

A small rear party under Major R. E. Moss joined the 
Battalion a few days later, and we await only the arrival of 
Lt. J. H. Cudlip, M.M's party from Hamburg with the carriers, 
and our 6 pdrs. to be complete. We are glad to say that both 
these latter events seem imminent.

The day after the arrival of the Battalion there commenced 
a hectic orgy of work, organising ourselves, checking and 
issuing the G 1098 and P.R.I.'s kit and all the hundred and 
one other Jobs that have to be done. There did not seem to be 
enough hours in the day or men in the Battalion to do all 
there was to do, bm. we have more or less got over it by now. 
As expected the M.T. is in great demand but is bearing up 
manfully under great strain.

Our difficulties are further Increased by the start of the 
TJ.K. leave roster, the number of officers and N.C.O.’s going 
on courses, men being demobbed, and last, but not least, the 
fact that we seem to be supplying a large proportion of the 
Brigade staff. The shortage of clerks and drivers especially is 
giving everyone a headache. Short leave—72 hours—has also 
been obtainable by the lucky. Bad Harzburg, Brussels, Pans 
and even Chamonix are the choices An enthusiastic young 
subaltern returning from the first named place described the 
amenities and entertainment provided as “Smashing’’ and "the 
hardest three days I've had in the Army,” so there must be 
something about the place!The Bn. Area covers a rough rectangle of country- at its 
longest approx. 80 miles and at its widest 40 miles. The country 
itself is very attractive with its forest covered hills and its 
Christmas Card villages and the snow that has been with us 
more or less ever since we arrived has enhanced its beauty. 
The Companies are, unfortunately, widely separated and the 
roads are terrible which throws an even greater burden on our 
already over taxed transport. A and B Coys, are in the pleasant 
village of Uslar, C and D in the sizeable town of Northeim 
which is complete with R.A.S.C., Y.M C.A., Military Government 
and U.N.R.R.A. H.Q. Coy. and Support Coy. have their own 
private villages of Hardegsen and Ade.ebsen respectively, Every
one is extremely comfortable in the best available civilian 
houses complete with furniture. Each Coy. has its own 
private Officers’, Sgts’. and Cpls’. Messes, other ranks’ Can
teen and Dance Hail. O.C. Sp. Coy. lords it from a “Schloss,” 
complete with Barofl. family and retinue, but the piece-de-la- 
resistance is "A” Coy’s. Officers’ Mess, with radiograms and 
hot and cold in every room and every conceivable
and inconceivable comfort. Our daily round consists 
mainly of Guards of various sorts and the usual
training, curfew patrols at night, an occasional
road check for unauthorised vehicles and travellers, 
encouraging German Youth Organisations and shooting. It can 
be truly said that all have a very full day.

After many vicissitudes the Bn. Cadre has recommenced 
under Lt. P. H. Wood, in very pleasant surroundings near 
Northeim. The students are living in a very comfortable 
building, which is to become the Bn. School, and where it 
is hoped soon to have short courses running for the men 
about to leave the Army.

We were visited by the G.O.C. 5th Inf. Div., Major- 
General R. A. Hull, C.B., D.S.O., on 27th February, when 
he went round “C” and "D” Coys, areas in Northeim. Later 
he expressed great satisfaction at the turn out and bearing 
of the Guard under Lt. Todd, found by “B" Coy. for a week 
at Div. H.Q. at Brunswick.

On 8th March, Brigadier C. B. Fairbanks, C.B.E., Cmdr. 
17th Inf. Bde., visited “SP.,” “A” and “B” Coys., accompanied 
by Lt.-Col. R. K. Exham. M.C., G.S.O. I. 5th Inf. Div., they 
stayed to dinner in the H.Q. Officers’ Mess.

However it hasn’t been all work and no play. Regular 
Coy. dances once a week were soon in full swing and have 
proved a great success; it wasn’t very long before it was 
realised that the ability to “Sprechen Deutsch” is of very 
little importance. Lt. R. V. W. Curd is now grappling with 
entertainments among his many other jobs and arranging 
for the cinema and other shows allotted to us to tour the 
Bn. The Officers’ Club at Gottingen, has attracted many.

i **-Weekly dinner nights are in full swing in the Officers’ Mess, 
while once a week the H.Q. Sgts’. Mess Invite in a number 
of Sgts. from the other Coys. Games, however, have been 
impossible, owing to the snow.

Shooting has become a very popular pastime and though 
deer and birds are, of course, out of season, the wily boar is 
very much available. A short article on Boar shooting by 
Major J. B. C. Palmer will be found elsewhere.

In this sport some Coys, have been more successful than 
others, while there have also been errors in judgment— 
one well-known officer mistaking the beater’s dog for a boar, 
and a Pte. from London who felt a trifle hurt when a “nice 
little red dog with a bushy tail fled when he went to pet 
it! The said dog was, of course, a fox. It is hoped to pub
lish next month an Inter-Coy. League Table showing the 
kills claimed.

Our congratulations this month go to: —
Sgt. Elliott of "D” Coy. and Sgt. Sodeau, Sig. Sgt. on 

being selected as the winners of the Grove Trust Competition 
for 1945; Sgt. Elliott proved himself to be the best rifle shot 
of the year amongst N.C.Os. and men and Sgt. Sodeau was 
chosen for having shown the most intelligence and initiative in 
the Bn.—both were Cpls. at the time.

Pte. R. Bates on becoming Feather-weight champion of 
5th Inf. Div. and 30 Corps. District and runner-up in his weight 
for B.A.O.R.

Lts. P. H. Wood, L. J. Gale, E. D. Todd and V. C. Storey 
on promotion.

We welcome to the Bn. Lts. A. G. Ridley and Hutchinson. 
The latter has, however, since departed to Brigade H.Q. as 
Camp Commandant. Lt. Storey, too, has temporarily gone 
there as B.T.O. We welcome, too, our most recent arrivals 
in Capt. W. D. Seuter, D.C.M., and Lt. W. A. Cordon, both 
of the Royal Sussex Regt.., and also Capt. (C.F.) L. Madden, 
our new Padre.

We all wish to express our very sincere sympathy with 
Major and Mrs. R. E. Moss on their recent sad loss.

We are very sorry to say goodbye to Major W. R. Stevens 
who has proceeded home on compassionate posting—he has 
been with this Bn. first as Adjutant and then as O.C. “A” 
Coy. for ono-and-a-half years and will be greatly missed. Major 
R. E. Moss, too, will shortly be leaving us for we hear, though 
unofficially, that he has been selected to attend the Stall 
College, Camberley, in May.

Capt. P. N. Elgood, Lts. C. B. Rodger and E. D. Todd (not 
to mention R.Q.M.S. Dumbrell. too) are all in U.K. on courses 
to be followed by leave.

U.K. leave has also claimed Major A. Martyn, Capt. C. F. 
Willis and Lt. P. R. S. Scott, while the C.O., Capt. A. H. Ford. 
Lt. J. H. Cudlip, M.M., and Lt. O. V. W. Curd will also be off 
this month. We’ are sorry, too, to say good-bye to our 26 
groupists—though only thirteen, they have all been with us a 
long time and will be greatly missed. They include such well- 
known personages as Cpls. Hickman, Rogers and Howlett 
(M.T.); L/Cpl. Wilson (P.R.I’s. Clerk) : Cpl. Thompson (Q.M.); 
Cpl. Sheail (Sigs); Sgt. Robertson (Sp.); L/Cpls. Donan 
(B.O.R.), and Honey (Post Cpl.); and Pte. Pickstock (Officers' 
Mess). We wish them the best of luck In “Civvy Street.”

“The Celestial."
SPORT

Owing to the Bn’s, move into Germany, and subsequent 
snow on arrival, little in the activity in the sporting world 
can be reported.
BOXING.

The outstanding event, however, has been Pte. Bates and 
his rapid rise to stardom in the Boxing sphere. Through the 
medium of the B.A.O.R. Individual Boxing Championships, 
this young amateur has scored some remarkable successes. 
Though fighting in the feather-weight class, owing to being 
21bs. over weight at the weigh-in, Pte. Bates did extremely 
well against heavier opponents.

The results of his fights, and that of C/Sgt. Ansell, the 
other Bn. entrant, are given below. Both have been awarded 
their Bn. Boxing Colours for the 1945-46 season.
5th Inf. Div. Competition—

1st Series.—Pte Bates won on points.
C/Sgt. Ansell (Welterweight) lost on points to a 

heavier opponent. He was adjudged as the best loser of 
the Div. Comp. (His opponent eventually went on to 
win the final). C/Sgt. Ansell was personally congratulated 
by the Div. Comdr. on his fine performance.
2nd Series.—(Semi final) Pte. Bates won on points.
Final.—Pte. Bates won on K.O. in 1st round.

30 Corps Competition—
Semi-final.—Pte. Bates won on K.O. in 2nd round.
Final.—Pte Bates won on K.O. in 1st round.
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Pte. R. Bates, Feather-weight Champion of 5 Inf. 
Div. and 30 Corps, and Runner-up B.A.O.R. Cham

pionships, 1946,
B.A.O.R. Individual Championships—

Final.—Pte. Bates lost on a casting vote to a heavier 
opponent.
The Bn. team, at time of writing, are already in training 

for the first round of the Corps Inter Unit Competition—which 
will be against the 5th Bn. D.C.L.I. of 43 Inf. Div., on Friday, 
15th March, 1946, at Gottingen.
FOOTBALL.

A Bn. Football match against 2nd Northantg had been ar
ranged, but had to be cancelled owing to snow. Likewise, a 
Divisional trial match suffered the same fate. For the latter 
Sgt. Elliott of the Bn. had been picked to play, and Cpl. Mc- 
Taggart and L/Cpl. Dimmick were chosen as reserves.

As the elements have been so unkind, “A” and “B” Coys, have combined in their village to play indoor rink hockey. 
This game is much on a par with ice hockey and has proved 
very popular and most exhilarating.
HOCKEY.

No hockey matches have been played to date in Germany, 
but in the Bde. Competition the Bn. is drawn against 2nd 
Northants on 16th March, 1946.
BASKETBALL.

Basketball has also received a severe check owing to the 
weather, but owing to dispersal of Coys, the Basketball Compe
tition is being organised on a Coy. basis.
SWIMMING.

A very successful Triangular Swimming Contest was held 
between “A”, "C” and “D" Coys, at the Malines Municipal 
Indoor Baths, on Monday, 11th February, 1946. The results were as follows:—

1.—Relay Race for Coy. 2nd teams : 1 “C” Coy. (Cpl.

Dalton, Pte. Massey, Ptes. Hopgood, Naylor and Wheeler); 2 
"D” Coy.

2. —Free Style: 1 “A” Coy. (Sgt. Boulter); 2 “C” Coy.
3. —Backstroke : 1 “D” Coy. (Pte. Baker); 2 "C‘ Coy.
4. —Breast-stroke : 1 (dead heat) “D" and “C” Coys. (Pte. 

Taylor, “D” Coy., Pte. Macrae, “C” Coy.; 2 “A" Coy.
5. —One Length in Denims : 1 "C” Coy. (Pte. Massey); 2 

“D" Coy.
6. —Relay Race for Coy. 1st Teams : 1 ''C" Coy. (Lt. Revell, 

Sgt. Brodie, Cpl. Hall, Ptes. Elsey, Davison and Tapp); 2 “D" 
Coy.
Team Results: —

1st—“C” Coy. with 94 points.
2nd—"D” Coy. with 6) points.
3rd—"A" Coy., with 2 points.

A high standard diving exhibition was given by S.I.P.T. 
Howard and Sgt. Parker (“A”) who demonstrated the follow
ing dives : High Swallow, English Header, Swallow from Spring
board, Jack Knife, Handstand, Hollow Back Roll and Somer
sault.

Lt. Hunting and S.I.P.T. Howard gave a very instructive 
exhibition of life-saving, and Monsieur M. Van Tulder, the 
200 metre champion breast-stroke swimmer of Belgium, very 
kindly came over from Brussels and gave us a very excellent 
demonstration. He swam two lengths in, what he termed, 
slow time, and then two lengths in quick time. After this, 
he demonstrated how he trained, using a board which he 
pushed in front of him, using only his legs. Another fine 
demonstration he gave to us was the Butterfly stroke.

The Commanding Officer presented prizes to the winners 
at the conclusion of the meeting.

BOAR SHOOTING.
By MAJOR J. B. C. PALMER.

The area which the Bn. occupies in Germany very largely 
consists of forests. Owing to the war very little of it has 
been shot over to any large extent, and in consequence game 
is plentiful. Boar are in the majority and because of the 
damage they do to crops are fair game all the year round. 
Some Coys, are better off than others—“A” and "B” at Uslar 
being' in a particularly good area—a part of it being the 
Corps and Div. Commanders’ shoots. Unfortunately some of 
the areas were “blitzed” by the Americans, who seem to have 
gone for this sport in a big way. Sherman tanks, Brownings, 
and even Mortars, being utilised to “brass” up a particular area.

These forests are all being looked after by Foresters—each 
one being responsible for a certain area. Most of these have 
lived in this way since childhood and their knowledge in in
valuable. For sgme reasons they all think pig shooting is 
the National Sport in England. The hunting "pundits” will 
be glad to hear that fox shooting is not considered in the 
same light.

Pig are easily found when the snow is on the ground, 
and provided the Foresters get trackers out in sufficient 
numbers their whereabouts are soon discovered. This is 
usually signalled to the Coy. Office—and starts the ball rolling. 
Parties are quickly organised and proceed by M.T. within walk
ing distance of the area. There the Forester is met together 
with the beaters and an “O” Group takes place. The usual 
form is for the beaters to form up in the wood and the guns 
to be evenly spaced out round it.

The .303 ammunition is not much good for killing pig 
and in consequence all ammunition is modified to "dum 
dum" pattern. A signal on the horn from the Forester starts 
the beaters off and everyone waits tensely for the pig to 
break cover. Their arrival is usually verified by a noise similar 
to a car being driven through the forest. In some cases they 
are difficult to see and owing to the nearness of the beaters 
it is advisable to wait till they break out of the wood. How
ever they usually break in about a group of three or four, 
and the nearest gun has a field day for about five seconds. 
They are usually difficult to kill with the first shot and will 
often go on with as many as five bullets in them before finally 
dropping. At the kill great ceremony takes place—handshak
ing all round by Forester and beaters and traditional blooding 
of the successful shot. A large boar weighs about 220 lbs, 
though these are not plenteous and the usual weight is about 
170 lbs. And so back to tea, suitably laced for the victor.

“A” Company
It is with great pleasure that we are able to tell of moving 

to our present location. The trip from Malines was not 
very striking except for a few incidents that happened on the 
way here. First of all we give thanks to Movement Control 
for providing us with two very good meals on our way to the 
North of Germany. We crossed the Rhine at Krefeld, but
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we never found out who pulled the communication cord 
when we were on the wooden trestle bridge. We stayed on 
that bridge for about half an hour and the halt was not 
really appreciated, nor would anyone else have appreciated 
being stuck in the Middle of the Rhine on what seemed 
to be a single railway track suspended in mid-river. After 
a journey of over 36 hours, most of which time we spent 
in wooden-seated carriages, we were thankful to arrive at 
our destination, Uslar. When we saw the billets we could 
not believe our eyes, the accommodation on the whole is 
rather luxuriant, with wide single beds and plenty of ward
robe space. Since we have been in Uslar we have had quite 
a few boar hunts and have shot quite a few, which means 
that our rations have been helped out tremendously.

Since we have been at Uslar we have taken up a new 
game, and before very long we hope to be well in the 
picture which will be painted by hockey sticks and wooden 
pucks; for the game is indoor hockey. Although we no 
doubt will devote a lot of sporting life to this game, we 
do not intend to neglect our football, but with regret we 
say we may not be “The Lords of the Leather,” for in the 
last five days we have lost four of our star players—two on 
attachments to other Coys, and two are out of the Army 
on Class B. We have great pleasure in submitting with 
this month’s correspondence a copy of a photograph taken 
at Malines showing all ranks of the Coy.

Cheerio from “A.”
“B” Company

Our travels from Belgium into Germany have enabled 
many of our younger members to witness for the first time 
the havoc wrought upon our erstwhile enemies. We arrived 
in Uslar, a rural town nestling midst the forested and 
snow-clad hills, to take up residence in commandeered 
villas, a welcome change from our former abode—the frowzy 
barracks at Malines.The business of settling in and the many calls upon 
our services are keeping us busy, the situation being aggra
vated by the great demand for “Baker” Coy. personnel by 
the doyens of the service, for training for key posts in the 
great re-organisation. Whilst we are justly proud of such 
recognition, we regret the loss of comrades. On the other 
hand we welcome Captain Souter, D.C.M., of the Royal 
Sussex Regt., and we hope that his stay may be long and 
pleasant.Our lucky members have been on short leave to the 
Winter Sports Centre at Bad Harzburg and have returned 
with such glowing accounts of their ski-ing exploits and 
other activities that they are the envy of their fellows. 
Spirits have arisen even higher with the knowledge that, at 
last, allocations have been granted for U.K. leave. Names 
have been drawn “out of the hat” and the first of the 
fortunate ones despatched.In spite of our multifarious duties we have been able 
to indulge in hunting wild boar, with not a little success. 
We are becoming truly great huntsmen although the lament

of the returning warriors is “Ah! but you should have seen 
the one that got away.” Score 7.

To old comrades—best wishes and good luck.

“C” Company
Our move to Germany was most welcome within the 

Coy. The journey itself proved most uneventful, except 
for one incident which occurred whilst crossing over the 
Rhine. The train stopped half-way over the bridge and 
though it was only half-light, many eyes took in the wonders 
of the great river for the first time, but the interested look 
turned into one of alarm when it became apparent that 
the bridge was being tested to see if it would take the 
weight. However, it did, and at nine o’clock on February 
18th wo saw again the smiling faces of Capt. C. F. Willis, 
Sgt. Willy and Pte. Beverly, the little advance party which 
had been here for over two months. Capt. Willis had 
almost became an old inhabitant, but with the aid of an 
interpreter he gave us the “gen.” (He is learning to speak 
English again now).

Tired faces lit up when the lads saw their billets. Our 
boys were fortunate enough to have newly taken over houses, 
and the sight of those civvy beds and the mattresses looked 
wonderful after our experience of “Beds, wooden, double 
tier, with palliasses straw” at Malines. We are now very 
comfortably installed and boast a Coy. Office that Is really 
first-class, and Cpl. Robinson, our A.C.C. cook (att.), is in his 
element writh his electric stove—the pride of his heart, and 
the food he gives the lads is so good that he can go in 
the Dining Hall at meal times and even smile.

We were honoured by a visit from the Dlv. Comdr.. 
Major General R. A. Hull, C.B., D.S.O., who inspected several 
billets and was most impressed. Sgt. Munday must be 
complimented on the guard he turned out, which was a great credit. ,

C.S.M. Booth Chamberlain is very proud of His Coy. Sgts’. 
Mess which is quite a Palatial building, and the Sgts’. very 
much enjoy their comfortable home.

Pte. Moss is running an O.Rs’. Canteen very successfully 
and has arranged a very cosy little room for the lads to spend 
their evenings.

Under the management of Cpl. Wright our Cpls’. Mess 
is flourishing. The Frau cook (that’s German) serves excel
lent meals, and the lounge is patronised in large numbers.

It appears there are two main items of pleasure here, 
one is Katlenburger (a wine of surprising capabilities) and 
boar shooting. Major (Oscar) Palmer indulges in both, but 
so far has not had much success at the latter . . . .  the one 
that got away Is always a monster.

Our first Coy. dance proved quite successful, but the lads 
cannot get used to the German dance steps. The one step 
means a rousing march tune from the German band and the 
lads almost “fell in” threes through force of habit. Still 
it would not take them long to teach the Frauleins the 
"Hokey Kokey.”
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We welcome to the Coy. Sgt. (Smudger) Smith from 

Support Coy., who is taking over the big base fiddle from 
C.Q.M.S. Ansell who retires shortly (27 Group) to live on 
his means (and what means!).

The Coy. now is very self-contained with our own 
transport under the care of L/Cpl. Mitchell who is proving 
a very capable M.T. Cpl.), our M.I. Room (and what goes 
with it over here), and our very own Coy. carrier driver, Pte. 
Wood, who will feel more like a driver when he gets a 
carrier.

So far sports news Is very small as the football fields 
are now deep in snow, but Cpl. McTaggart has been chosen 
to take part in the Dlv. Football Team Trial, In which we 
hope he will retain his old form. C.Q.M.S. Ansell Just lost 
his light In the final of the Dlv. Boxing Championship, but 
was awarded a medal for the best loser in the Competition.

“Lesandy.”
“D” Company

We, with many others, offer our deepest sympathy to 
Mrs. and Major Moss on their recent sad loss.

Our congratulatory list for this month is a large one. 
so here we go : —

To 2nd/Lt. P. H. Wood on promotion to Lt. and tem
porary appointment as Bn. Cadre Officer.

To Sgt. (Len) Elliott on winning the “Grove Trust 
Award,” being the best shot in the Bn. for the year 1945. 
A really excellent show. Len!

To Cpl. (Ding) Hughes on obtaining appointment of 
L/Sgt.

To L/Cpl. (Bill) Moser on promotion to Cpl.
To Pte. Hilton on appointment to L-Cpl.
To Pte. Bristow on his recent marriage. Being Group 

27 he is remaining in the U.K. Lucky Boy! We all wish 
him success.

We welcome to “D” Coy. Lt. A. G. Ridley. We feel sure 
that his stay will be a happy one.

To L/Sgt. (Fred) Scott we sav good-bye, on his return 
to the U.K. owing to ill-health. We wish him a speedy re
covery and “all the best" for the future.

Before leaving Malines a “Triangular Swimming Contest” 
was held between “A.” “C,” and “D” Covs. We must, how
ever, hand the laurels this time to “C" Coy., who put up a 
magnificent performance. M. Van Tulder, the 200 metre 
champion of Belgium, was present and gave us some very 
thrilling entertainment. As space Is limited, we are unable 
to give you a detailed account in our Cov. edition, but we 
believe that a senarate report has been forwarded for pub
lication In this issue.

Having said good-bye to Belgium with sad regrets, weep
ing. wailing and gnashing of teeth, we find ourselves be
neath the skies of Germany. We are stationed in a fair-
sized town bv the name of Northeim, about 50 kilometres 
south of Hanover. Our billets are most comfortable—so 
much so in fact that the Cov. Orderly Sgt. has been issued 
with , a whin with which to lash us out of hed at Reveille 
each morning. So st.atelv are the meals served that, the men 
forget themselves sometimes and ask for their bill before 
leaving—not that they ever get paid! Since our arrival 
here, we have held two Cov. dances, and both have been a 
roaring success. We thank all who have taken part in 
making them possible and wo look forward to many more 
in the near future.

A visit was received recently from our Div. and Brigade 
Comdrs.. Malor General R. A. Hull, C.B.. D.S.O.. and Brigadier 
C. B. Fairbanks, C.B.E. Both seemed more than satisfied 
with the general standard of the Coy.

Our Cov. clerk is having a very busy time lately. What 
with Standing Orders to type, doors to keep closing, tele- 
nhones ringring morning, noon and night, people rushing 
from one office to another with message forms at the “high 
port.” ho IS now at his wit’s end. A notice made a sudden 
appearance on the wall of his office in a very prominent 
position (we’re all wondering still who the cracks are really meant for). Here it Is: —

Personnel, in Coy. Office, WILL 
Be very quiet and keep quite still,
There’s work to do 
We plead with you—
No arguments and please NO DRILL.
A point is emphasised once more 
For your compliance we Implore;It opens wide.
When you’re inside—
Remember, SHUT THE RUDDY DOOR!

Leave, we are more than pleased to report, has commenced. 
A Coy. leave draw was held and there are many beaming 
faces, amongst them, one of our Sgts. who took 2nd place. 
He’s now nicknamed, for some unknown reason, “Fiddler” 
(you lucky people). Group 27, and now (don't laugh), 28 
don't feel so good. The swagger and beaming faces of Malines 
have changed now to a slouch and beamless expression, and 
they are getting so "frozen” that blocks of ice can now be seen 
falling-in on C.S.M’s. Drill Parades (poor devils!). The M.O. 
also looks worried. He states that their complaint whilst 
in Malines was “Demobitis,” but since our arrival in Germany 
it has changed to "Lackofleavitis.” Quite frankly we've never 
heard of this complaint before—have you?

As we close this month’s issue we find our Coy. swelling 
in numbers. This is due to the fact that “D" Coy. has been 
chosen as the training ground for the Bn. Boxing Team, which 
goes into operation towards the end of March, under the 
watchful eye of Lt. K. M. Hunting. We wish them “good 
luck" and will keep you informed of their, no doubt, further 
successes.

One thing more has just come to our notice. We con
gratulate our Coy. clerk (L/Cpl. Thurston) on his promotion 
to “Daddy.” His wife has presented him with a bouncing 
baby boy. Good luck to them both.

Finally congratulations to Pte. Frost on bagging the first 
“D” Coy. wild boar.

We close for now. wishing you all the best wherever you 
are, and “Roll on demob.”

“Gone to the Dogs.”

Support Company
Repeatedly, for several months now, we have promised 

ourselves that the next issue should bo written from Germany, 
but on each succeeding month we have been unfortunately 
forced to break our promise. However, at last we are comfort
ably installed, and can write from warm rooms, amid the 
depressing scenes of melting snow—mud and slush.

Private houses are the order of the day in this little 
village of Adelebsen: an .Officers’ Mess in a castle, civilian 
type beds for all, cupboards, wardrobes, sideboards, and wash 
basins with hot and cold. The Mortar Platoon even possesses 
a Fairy Godmother who functions on the “Exchange" system. 
Sometimes she phones on the private telephone still left in 
Capt. Clarke's office, but she takes fright immediately on hear
ing English spoken. There are some in the Platoon studiously 
committing German phrases to heart, so as to be able to coax 
our Fairy Into revealing herself in a fuller form.

Our carriers and anti-tank guns are still on the way, 
and have been so for several weeks now. In the absence of 
our Anti-tank guns the C.O. has kindly lent us a wooden one 
for training purposes. Unfortunately it must have been left 
in the rain for some time for it has shrunk to an overall 
length of under two feet. At the moment it Is awaiting its 
turn to go into the Pioneer Workshop to be fitted with a new 
wheel.

Most specialists training is therefore in abeyance. Mean
while we are submitting ourselves calmly to drill parades 
and other non-specialists training, and improving our range 
work by going on Boar shooting parties. We very regretfully 
have to submit that on the party, previous to the submission 
of this article, a grand total of twenty eight boars were sighted, 
mostly In batches of four or five, and although at times 
miniature battles appeared to be raging, only one small pig 
was put In the bag. We will have to do better than that if 
we are going to keep our Canteen stocked with "wild pork.”

We can, however, boast of having shot six boar in the last 
five days, and for that reason we respectfully claim, as a Coy., 
to be In the lead in the game of “boar bagging.” Hunting boar 
in these pine forests makes us think of Canada, although we 
have not yet been there. One learns so much from the “flicks” these days!

We have just drawn lots for a Leave Roster, and although 
we are calm and resigned about lt, we cannot help being a 
little envious of those who have drawn the first few places, 
for there is no truer saying than that old one - “Absence 
makes the heart grow fonder.”

“H.Q.” Company
Since last month we have at last made the dreaded 

journey across Darkest Germany to find our final resting 
place here in Hardegsen. The journey was uneventful apart 
from a 20 minute crossing of the Rhine, caused by some 
bright spark who pulled the communication cord.

Snow took the place of rain on arrival—which at last 
proved that the advance party were not liars, and has been 
with us ever since; many have risked their necks on tobag-
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gans and some even on skis. Talking ol skis I hear the 
' ones in the store are to be issued the first week in June!

Sport has been in abeyance for the most part owing to 
weather conditions, but Pte. Bates was sent over from Malines 
to win the Feather-weight Championship of 30 Corps, and 
is now training for his part in the B.A.O.R. Championship. 
'Well done. Bates!

C/Sjt. fihaw has taken over the Q.M. Stores, while R.Q.M.S. 
DumbrelL is on a course preparing to take over R.S.M. from 
Mr. Pratt, who leaves with 27 group. Sgt. Cooper has taken 
over at the Coy. Stores though he is still Sniper Sgt. We 
have lost one clerk, Pte. Brown, to Bde. Mr. Curd has arrived 
from “Sp.” to take over Entertainments on a Bn. level, Asst. 
Education Officer, Messing Officer, and Pioneer Officer, a collec
tion equalled only by Mr. Scott who is intelligence, Snipers, 
Company Entertainments, Canteen Officer, O.I.C. Boar Hunt
ing, and Local Youth Movements Officer. The Boar shooting 
has not gone quite according to plan although it is rumoured 
that the M.O. shot a fox.

However, once we get settled down life promises to be 
quite pleasant, though as far as settling down is concerned 
one is beginning to think that, since Hastings, the Bn. has 
lost the art!
L-

Signal Platoon
At last the Signals are on the job again, except for an 

unfortunate few who do fatigues, supplying the Bn’s, com
munications in the new area. Exchanges are everywhere, the 
amount of cable amazing, and never before have so many 
been able to say so much over the telephone at one time 
in the history of the Bn. Even so an officer is reputed to 
have asked for a phone in his Coy. ablutions, but there is 
no harm in trying, is there?

Many of our numbers are attached to Coys, with German 
exchanges, and rapidly becoming strangers. Others are 
struggling valiantly with Motor Bikes over miles of snow 
and pot holes, which the Jerries still refer to as roads. The 
Roll of Honour of M/Cs. is increasing, but so far we have 
only had one casualty.

Some play with instruments reputed to be in 19 Sets, 
and a peculiar form of charging machine, which doesn’t 
charge, but can make beautiful smoke rings. The R5.0. is 
kept busy as P.M.C. so has not been able to explain it to us 
yet.

Last week we welcomed three volunteers and six pressed 
men from the Rifle Coys, to start classification training. 20 
newly made signallers may be able to tell them a thing or 
two about classification.

Fred Sheail and Tom Howlett have left us and we wish 
them all the best in Civvie Street, and hope to join them soon.“Ar’.’’

M.T. Section
M.T. calling—our last contribution was sent from Mal

ines, Belgium. We now find ourselves tucked away in the 
snow covered wilds of Germany. The convoy here was pretty 
uneventful and there was nothing exciting to record, from 
this Section.We are up to our ankles in snow, and to our eyes in 
work. Never have so many wanted so much transport for so 
many reasons.

The Section consists mainly of new arrivals from Rifle 
Companies, and under very adverse conditions is bearing up 
remarkably well. Bad roads, usually ice or snow covered, 
cause skid chains to be in great demand, and to think we 
used to consider them a liability.

The Fitters have at long last been issued with a Winch 
lorry, and spend a great deal of time recovering vehicles 
from icy slopes. We have a Bus Service running around the 
Bn. area and although it is not quite up to Maidstone and 
District Standards it strives to keep up its scheduled time. 
Bus Drivers have applied for “Clippies” and say they would 
create atmosphere, M.T.O. says they would create trouble.

We have reluctantly said Goodbye to Cpls. Rogers, Hick
man and Howlett, who. together with Pte. Pollard, have left 
us to return to Civvy Street. Our best wishes go with them.

Sgt. Ellison is running an M.T. Course at the moment, and 
is very busy explaining what makes the wheels go round, or 
what is more important what makes them stop.

L/Sgt. Lown is tackling the thankless job of M.T. Sgt., 
and is snowed under literally with transport requisitions. 
However, he surfaces occasionally and seems to be bearing 
up remarkably well.

There is a rumour going around that the Section has 
adopted the song “I’ll Get By" as a signature tune. We wish 
to point out, however, that there is no foundation in the 
story that our drivers, when passing German Diesel Lorries

in narrow roads shut their eyes and sing this song. They 
don’t sing! “Sump.”

Sergeants’ Mess
We have at last said good-bye to Malines with mixed 

feelings, and by the Grace of God and a Move Instruction 
that wasn't subsequently cancelled we find ourselves in the 
village of Hardegsen.

We were fortunate in taking over a very comfortab’e 
Mess from H.Q. Coy. 2 R.S.F. The food we have already learned 
to describe as “Prima”—The Mess itself is a modern house 
quite nicely furnished, and in fact we could say “everything 
in the Mess is lovely” save for one thing. Perhaps it was some 
stroke of fate or perhaps it was due to the fact that he had 
a “dauble” in the entraining at Malines—but we are harbour
ing a refugee from “B" Coy. in the person of "Freeo-Cats- 
gotthehaddock” Harris.

We have already entertained “C” Coy. Sgts. to a very 
pleasant social evening and are looking forward to many 
more like events in the future.

We. whose demob numbers are more like life sentences, 
have already wept over the departure of “Tifly” Maddams 
and look forward with sorrow in our hearts to the day (if 
it ever comes) when 27 group strikes and takes more old friends.

We have no success to report from Boar shooting or 
winter sport direction, although some members deserve men
tion for the advance they have made in alternative winter 
sports activities.

I must sign off, as it is now time for dinner—which we 
eat at tea-time—or is that lunch—I can’t remember. I've 
never lived in style before.

“Doc.”
---------4---------

5th BATTALION
SPORTS IN GENERAL.

FOOTBALL
Football on the “Rock” is taken with unbelievable serious

ness, and it is with relief that we can now state the 5th are 
holding their own (and more), with the veteran teams of 
the League. The main difficulties on arrival were the un
usually hard grounds and the fact that as a newly formed 
Bn., we had, as then, been unable to hold any trials or prac
tices. However, finding that we were taking over the Dorset 
fixtures, and that they were top of the League, we decided 
we should do our “darndest,” and under Football Officer, Lt.. 
Godfrey, names were asked for and trials became a reality 
in every sense of the word.

We fulfilled our first fixture, doing very well to only lose 
1—0 to Europa F.C., and since then great improvement has 
been made in each succeeding match. The match against 
Fortress R.E. was stated by many, including the Gibraltar 
Chronical, as being the most exciting seen on the ground for 
years. After being behind 4—0 at the interval, the final 
score was 6—5 for the R.Es., and each member of the side 
played very well. This put R.Es. top of the League in place of 
R.A.F., who we next , met, and who needed a victory to once 
again put them at the head of the League. However, the 
R.W.Ks. were now in their stride and won a fine a match by 
3—2, dumbfounding the said experts. And so we carry on 
with bright prospects for the future, with our young side, and, 
who knows, the “Governor’s Cup” may yet adorn our side
board at the end of the season. It will certainly not be for 
the lack of trying and support, which includes our lucky 
“Gas Rattle.”
HOCKEY

The team, in the absence of Lt. Toogood, one of our best 
players, has been capably run by Lt. Allen, and many 
enjoyable games have been played. Six-a-side and eleven-a
side teams fielded, and victories, while not to plentiful, have 
been at least emphatic.

The eleven-a-side league, unfortunately, has had to be 
suspended, but the same fixtures are being played as 
friendlies. Six-a-side league position is fifth, and with the 
return of Mr. Toogood and “Jack” Aldred, this is expected 
to improve. Enjoyable fixtures have been played against 
ladies’ sides, and here at least, the result has never been in 
doubt. Allocations of hockey grounds have now been ob
tained, it is expected to unearth some new talent, and per
haps a little more badly needed support.
TABLE TENNIS

This has been brought under way by a series of friendly 
matches against local clubs and also an Officers’ v. Other
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Banks “needle" affair at Moorish Castle, which resulted in a 
very narrow victory lor the O.Rs. The Bn. competition is well 
under way and the third round has just been drawn, with 
several “Dark Horses” still in, and going strong. By the 
time of the next month’s Q.O. Gazette It is hoped to give 
the winner’s name and an account of the Final’s evening.
CROSS COUNTRY RUNNING

Just started, under Mr. Epsom, our M.T.O., who, of course 
should never .need to run. We have so far had three Bn. 
trials. Lt. Abplanalp, “H.Q.,” has finished first on two 
occasions with the good time of 32 mins. 33 secs, for the 
four-and-three-quarter miles course. Two teams have been 
entered for the inter-unit run on Saturday, 11th March, and 
everyone is quietly confident of their chances. They can be 
sure of a big hand if our team pulls it off, as the standard 
of running here is high.
BASKET BALL

Mr. Rookledge, having departed to U.K., Lt. O’Reilly has 
taken over the duties of i/c Basket Ball. The League position 
is unfortunately nearer the bottom than the top, but most 
of the teams have been here quite a time and reached such 
a high standard of team-work, that this is to be expected, 
but only for a moment. Several victories have been gained, 
and by high scores on some occasions. Injuries have stopped 
us turning out our best side for a number of fixtures, but 
as these are not serious It is hoped to find our best side 
and then on to victories.

“A” Company
Able Coy. calling again, from the “Sharp End” still— 

a land of barbed wire fences, whitewashed huts, glinting in 
the sun, aircraft taking off and landing, and, of course, 
guards “ad nauseam.” However, we manage to keep our 
“peckers” up even though the C.S.M’s. dally parade averages 
less than half a dozen men.

As regards personnel, we continue to lose men for one 
reason and another, so that we have become a very small 
Coy. by previous standards. Sgt. Nash flew home to England 
a short while ago to attend a Course, and now Sgt. Sidders 
has left for a course In the U.K. too—some people have all 
the luck! Then, Cassidy and Bennett, two stalwarts of the 
Coy. football team have left to be released under Class “B.” 
We wish them both “all success” in Civvy Street—but how 
we shall miss them.

Apropos of football, our performances in the Coy. League 
are nothing to write home about. After a good start by beat
ing “H.Q." Coy., we lost in succession to “C” and “B” Coys, 
(easily the two strongest Coy. teams, it must be said in our 
defence) though we atoned in some measure by again beat
ing "H.Q.” in our second game with them. We slipped again 
playing "D” Coy., and after an extremely close game, we 
considered ourselves unlucky to lose 3—4 after leading 3—1.

The Bn. is now in the throes of Cross-Country running 
(shades of Blackburn). Two trials and one inter-Coy. run 
have been held so far, in which Able Coy. has had little 
success. Too many guards and consequent loss of sleep is the 
main reason, we feel, but we hope that with training we 
shall show marked improvements. Nevertheless, congratula
tions to Cpl. Woollett, Norman and Hassall on their fine 
performances.

The Coy. lines are quite a sight after parade hours these 
days. Anyone in possession of them is allowed to wear 
civilian clothes and, not unnaturally, quite a number of men 
have taken advantage of this to get the feel of "civvies” again. 
Few people have been to visit Spain so far, although there 
are organised tours of four days duration, to places like 
Seville, Malaga and Granada.

With a vista of such possibilities in our minds, we will 
close down for this month. By the time we write again our 
period of detachment will have ended and we shall be in 
residence at Casemates Barracks. This has given rise to a 
new motto (apologies to the R.A.F.)—“Per Ardua Ad Case
mates.” “Casey."

“B” Company
The Coy. has now completed its month’s trining, during 

which H.E. The Governor paid us a visit. He was impressed 
by the physical fitness of the P.T. Squad, under ex-Maidstone 
(lap lt up) L/Sgt. Blogg. In the distance we have yet another 
month’s training, this time in N. Africa. Everyone is look
ing forward to this, and in the meanwhile the Coy. does its 
share of guards and garrison fatigues. We have lost—due to 
compassionate posting to the U.K.—another N.C.O., “Paddy” 
Madden, and all the Coy. wish him the very best in the 
future.

A number of us here were originally with the 2nd Bn.

at Broome Park, Dover, and we still correspond with our 
chums in Germany. They tell us of the leaves they have, * 
which quite naturally makes us wish we were back with them, 
as leave doesn’t come our way.

An incident that caused much amusement among the 
Coy. happened when L/Sgt. Blogg had a “Squad” out on a. 
road walk and run. While admiring the renowned “Rock 
Apes” his second in command, one. Cpl. Webber, was startled 
to find that the largest Ape there had crept up behind him 
and grasped him around the wrist. They say we descended 
from Apes, and Cpl. Webber, )being a friendly person, 
thought it was trying to shake hands with him. On realis
ing this was not so, the whole Squad began a hasty retreat 
down hill, with Sgt. Blogg in front to lead them to victory.

Combs in the Coy. are now obsolete, and the exchanging 
of Caps G.S. (for the use of) to smaller sizes is driving the 
C/Sgt. “Rock Happy.” This is due to the amount of hair 
on top, which is as grim as the supply of fresh water on 
the “Rock”—very short.
FOOTBALL

In the football sphere our Coy. team have settled down 
to the hard ground out here and so far have only lost one 
game. We are still very well represented in the Bn. side— 
as we were in Italy—players being Lt. Godfrey (captain), Cpl. 
“Joe” Clow, L/Cpl. “Johnny” Brookes and Pte. Pugh.

“B” Coy. did their share in bringing about the Bn’s, 
first victory in a league match against a strong R.A.F. team, 
the score being 3—2 at the final whistle. Two of the three 
goals were scored by Cpl. Clow, the other one by Lt. Godfrey. 
BOXING

The Bn. Tournament, held recently, was a great success 
and was enjoyed by all. "D” Coy. were our masters, but our 
boys took it in great spirits. "Blondle” Stone, our Middle
weight, first time in the ring, put up the best fight of the 
evening, and well earned his prize presented by the C.O.. 
Lt.-Col. E. S. Kerr. We are anxiously awaiting for the next 
show, and with men like “Sammy” Simmons, Harry Hull, 
“Tiny” Simmons, and “Old Man” Whybrow, we hope to turn 
the table on our next door rivals.
CROSS COUNTRY

Again we have quite a strong team. Last week’s trial 
showed Ptes. Budgen, “Moggy” Morgan and Camp in the first 
ten. With cheers from the remainder of the Coy., we hope 
to finish well in the Bn. Inter-Coy. run to be held soon.

We say farewell for this month from this Isle of Paradise 
where the sun always shines (when the rain permits) and 
the blue Mediterranean laps onto the “Golden Beaches” 
of this “Demi-Paradise.”

Wishing everyone the “Best of Luck.”
“Magnum.”

“C” Company
Since we last reported for the Coy., quite a number of 

men have left for the U.K., mostly on Class “B” Release. To 
L/Cpl. Jimmie Hircock, Jock Crompton and all the rest, we 
send our best wishes and the very best of luck as they go 
forth into civilian life.

This month we feel proud of our Coy., as we have had 
some outstanding achievements In the sports line. Here 
is the list : —
BOXING

At the beginning of the month, the Bn. held an inter-Coy. 
Novices boxing match, each Coy. entering a team of five. On 
the first night, “C” Coy. beat “A" Coy. by 8 points to 7, and 
“D” Coy. beat “B” Coy. by 9 points to 5. It was obvious 
we would have a stiff fight against “D” Coy. in the final, 
but “C” Coy. came up trumps again to beat “D” Coy. by 
1 point, thus winning the competition. We extend hearty 
congratulations to the team and to C/Sgt. Hughes for his 
expert managing.
FOOTBALL

The Inter-Coy. Football League is well under way and 
at the moment of writing "C” Coy. are undefeated. We 
have a-lead of 3 points over our nearest rival, and although 
we have lost one or two of the team through releases we 
think we can maintain our lead and win the cup, which 
is being presented to the winning Coy.
CROSS COUNTRY RUNNING

There have been two Bn. Cross Country Trials, the first 
was won by Lt. Abplanalp. In the second trial “C” Coy. 
turned out in force through the persuasive powers of Capt. 
H. P. Barnett, M.C. We were highly delighted when Pte. 
Fresland won in grand style. His time was 3 seconds outside 
that of Lt. Abplanalp, therefore we have every hope for the 
future of the Coy. when the serious running comes along.
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, Altogether It has been a grand month for “C” Coy. It 
has been a great pleasure to report these facts and we feel 
sure, If any old members of the Coy. are reading this, they 
will feel proud.

In the month of March we expect to be very busy pre- 
- paring for the celebrated “Ceremony of the Keys." also ws 
are having some delightful training up and around the 
“Rock.” Delightful may not be the right word, but I dare 
say you know what we mean.

Till next month, all the best friends.
J.M.

“D” Company
February has been a month of very hard trying for “D” 

Coy. In the Inter-Coy. Boxing we managed to beat our 
neighbours, “B” Coy., in the semi-finals. In the finals, how
ever, “Charlie Coy.” were too good for us and managed to 
beat us by one point, after some really good clean boxing 
on both sides. We congratulate our boxing team. Ptes. 
Johnson, Escott, Saywell, Pemberton and Wall for having 
a really good try and hope they will have better luck next 
time. Sgt. Franklin and Pte. Butler did very well in the 
exhibition bouts and we hope to see them in some inter- 
Unit boxing soon.

The football team has done well again in the only inter- 
Coy. match played since our last bulletin, due to bad weather. 
It was against “A” Coy. and we managed to beat them. Well 
done the “bladder bashers.” We are pleased to see Mr. 
Deakln back in the Bn. 1st XI.

The Cross Country Running caused quite a commotion, 
and all sorts of people clamoured to volunteer for the run. 
After two individual races, we managed to get a team of 
9 for the inter-Coy run of 4 miles round the Rock, and got 
third place, our first four positions being Pte. Hodson 3, 
Mr. Uden 4, L/Cpl. Garrett 7, and Pte. Jupp 13. We can't 
help feeling that a “pep talk” is indicated.

Our Support Coy. role Is showing promise. The 3 in. 
Mortars had a good shoot out to sea. and nearly sank the 
target at 1.000 yards.

Ptes. Johnson Kitchlng and Dukelow presented them
selves at Coy. Office looking like three “G” Men the ouier 
day and we learnt that they had been selected as Consulate 
Guard in Madrid. Some people have all the luck.

We were sorry in a way that our performance of the 
“Ceremony of the Keys” was cancelled since we had worked 
hard for it. To hear the conversations In the barrack 
rooms just before the day, you would have thought It. was a 
boot polishing competition we were entering.

C.Q.M.S. Griffin has left us, after a short stay, on Class 
“B” Release. We wish him all the best and congratulate Sgt. 
Cooling on promotion in his place. Ptes. Edgecombe, Broom, 
and Stewart have also left us on Class “B” and we hope 
they’ll make as efficient “civvies" as they did soldiers. Sgt. 
Banhom has left us on appointment as Provost Sgt. and is 
now in “H.Q.” Coy., so watch your step! ,

Cheerio for now.

“H.Q.” Company
We feel that summer will come quickly to Gibraltar this 

year, as the April showers have arrived a month early. This, 
however, hasn't stopped the activities of the Coy. during 
.the last month.

A few weeks ago, an Inter-Coy. Boxing Competition was 
held. Tlie Coy. was unable to enter a team, but Lts. Abpla- 
nalp and O’Reilly and Pte. Collyer fought in Special Contests, 
and put up a very good show by winning their contests. 
Well done!

The M.T.O. (Lt. Epsom) has been made Bn. Cross Country 
Officer, and in a competition held a few evenings ago the 
Coy. Team came in second place to “B" Coy., with only a 
few points difference. We hope that the majority of the Bn. 
Team will be taken from the Coy.All other sports continue with much vigour and we are 
well represented in all Bn. gatherings.

All sections are going hard at their work. Classification 
of Signallers took place last week, and we are very pleased to say 
that they achieved a 100 per cent, result. Thanks to the 
hard work of the Signals Staff.

M.T. are progressing, and occasionally when one asks for 
a truck, one gets it.

If you will just bear with us a few moments longer, the
Q.M. would like to add to our story.
Q.M. NOTES

“Hello everyone.”—It is the first occasion on which this 
department has had the opportunity, or the time, to really 
settle down to write notes for the Q.O.G., so we hope to 
make an effort this time.

As all can imagine, we have been juggling with G1098, 
Fortress Stores. Part Worn Battledresses, and Fresh Water 
Rationing, but not the least, the provision of Shaving Water 
for the "Lads” in the Coys., although it does not mean 
“Yet” that the Quartermaster must take the water round 
to the Coy’s. Rooms for them.

The Q.M. Staff have put up a grand show under the 
difficult situation confronting lt since Its arrival on the 
"Rock.” All the Staff being new to the job, and things are 
much different to Active Service conditions in U.K.

The Pioneer Platoon have put in a huge amount of 
work, licking into shape a very poorly conditioned lot of 
Barracks and huts, under very difficult circumstances, and 
they never want to hear the word “priority” mentioned 
again as l6ng as they exist.

We are all looking forward to the warm weather, and 
the swimming season, and can imagine how pleasant bathing 
from the "Rock” can be.

Pte. Womack (Storeman) left us for Class “B” reserve, 
a few days ago. We wish him the very best of everything 
in the future, and thank him for the excellent work he put 
in whilst with us.

With those words we will say good-bye to you for this 
month, but hope that we will be back again in the near future.

Sergeants’ Mess
Amidst buckets of paint and distemper the Mess is 

now beginning to look ship-shape. It is all being applied 
scientifically because, as Sgt. Elf (Pioneer Sgt., 1/c Decorat
ing) says—- certain colours radiate heat, others absorb them. 
We are now anxious to know whether the Mess is prepared 
for an Arctic Summer or an Equatorial Winter.

C.S.M. “Henry” Butcher has certainly managed to get 
social life in the Mess moving. During the past month we 
have had two indoor games and social evenings. One against 
the Officers, when we had the honour of entertaining Lt.-Col,
E. S. Kerr and Officers of the Bn. The other was against 
the W.Os’. S/Sgts’. and Sgts’. of the R.A.O.C. Mess. Both 
evenings were a high success, and I think, were thoroughly 
enjoyed by everyone. Especially an Impromptu War Dance 
by Sgt. (now C/Sgt.) “Tich" Cooling on the night of the 
Officers’ visit.

We have finished our Billiards and Snooker Champion
ship, the Billiards final producing a game as close and as 
exciting as any. C. W. M. (Ted) Baxter just beating B. M. 
Coleman (2nd Bn. Somerset Light Infantry Band) by scoring 
a cannon when his opponents score stood at 199 and his 
own at 198.

The finalists of the Snooker were B. M. Coleman (again 
that man) and Sgt. Davis. Once again the Regt. just manages 
to pull through, Sgt. Davis winning with a few points to 
spare.

A darts tournament at present holds the attention of all 
members, C/Sgt. Hughes leads in the highest score of 134, 
but we are all trying hard to beat him.
FOOTBALL

On Saturday 9th February, we played a fast and exciting 
game against the Officers.

The Mess was represented by R.S.M. Sharp, C/Sgt. Plenty, 
C/Sgt. Griffin and C/Sgt. Hawthorne, Sgts. Ball, Davis, Jones, 
Bundy, Mathieson, Blogg and Padgham.

The team (trained (?) by C/Sgt. Goffee) played with 
plenty of verve and vigour (equalled only by the wind, which 
gave the ball boys, C.S.Ms. Butcher and Case plenty of run-
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ning about). Half-time saw us and the wind winning 4—1, 
but the second-half saw the Officers (and wind) catch us up, 
and the game resulted in a draw 4—4. Scorers for the 
Mess were Sgt. Jones (2), Sgts. Davis and Ball.

Many members can now be seen sporting civilian clothes 
of an evening, and heard asking how and when they can 
obtain a pass to visit Spain, and whether the Customs Officials 
are as vigilant as everyone reports them to be. Anyhow, by 
the time this is in the Press we will know the answer.

Cheerio for now folks.
T.J.L.

• ---------♦---------

6th BATTALION
6 R.W.K. IN VIENNA.

At the time of writing, the Bn. has now been seven weeks 
In Vienna. Most men have mixed feelings about leaving here 
although duties have been heavier during February than they 
were in January, the Bn. being called upon to find guards in 
the International as well as the British Zone. Consequently, 
there has been little free time for anyone and all are feeling 
they have had sufficient guard duty to last them until re
lease is at hand. When off duty, there are a hundred 
and one ways of spending an enjoyable evening in Vienna. In 
spite of some heavy damage to buildings, restricted electricity 
and heating, Vienna Is still quite a gay city.

A keen interest has been shown by many members of the 
unit in the history and architecture of the City, the Vienna 
Woods and River Danube have all attracted our attention. 
The Unit Education pfflcer obtained the services of an expert 
guide who took parties from Coys, around the City wherever 
they might wish to go. The number of opera “fans” is qviite 
astonishing. In the opera houses are seen roughly an equal 
number of American and British servicemen, closely followed 
by the Russians and French. The performances given are 
considered to be of a high quality. Besides E.N.S.A. and 
American cinemas, one may go to the civilian cinemas where 
most of the films shown are British or American, having only 
German sub-titles. One or two of the cabarets and night 
clubs are amusing—just for a change.

During the first few weeks of our stay in Vienna, some
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skl-ing was done on the hills around the City. The conditions, 
were far from ideal for learners, the ground being coated with 
ice instead of “powder snow” as recommended by our Austrian 
instructors. A number of enthusiasts also went skating at 
the “Eislaufverein,” but it was difficult to obtain sufficient 
skates and most men had only their Army boots to use.

Some games of football have been played but again the 
weather has hampered us.

It is most certain that when we return to Hermagor in 
lovely Carinthia at the beginning of March, the change from 
our life in this once gay and elegant city will distress a few; 
but, besides its beauty, Carinthia offers many attractions. 
It should be possible to recommence our Interrupted skl-ing 
programme and there are our own private facilities already 
organised, the people too, are a good deal more content and 
it is always pleasant to live in harmony.

There have been many changes in the Battalion; the 
departure of groups 25 and 26 have not only sadly reduced 
our “fighting” strength, but also it has taken from us many 
familiar and friendly faces. Most senior N.C.Os. have
left and promotion has been accordingly accelerated which 
is some justification for the release system.

The new Second-in-Command, Major P. C. M. Buckle, 
arrived today. Major J. D. Wheater, M.B.E., is leaving for an 
appointment at G.H.Q., M.E.F., and as the departure of 
most officers is imminent, the Battalion’s future is very 
undecided.

------- +-------

INFANTRY TRAINING  
CENTRE

“DICK WHITTINGTON.”
No 13 I.T.C. presented “Dick Whittington,” a Pantomime, 

by kind permission of the Commanding Officer, on January 
7th, 8th and 9th, 1946, with a special matinee for kiddies on 
the second day.

I have seen many an army show, but I have not seen 
such a refreshing production as this show, produced by 
Brian Blades, who, with a wave of his magic wand, transformed 
the N.A.A.F.I. so incredibly.

Everyone loves a Pantomime. Everyone loved the ridicu
lous funny men, played so well by Ronnie Bateman and Bey 
Harrison. Their garrulous bucolic old mother, Susan Fitz- 
warren, played by Paddy Shanley, and the “love interest,” 
handsome Dick Whittington (Audrey Baker) and the charming 
Alice Fitzwarren, played by Paddy Priestly. Roy Morris was 
obviously enjoying his part as the Cat, and acquitted himself 
admirably in "his tussle at the end with the evil King Rat 
(Brian Blades).

I should like to mention that "Polly” Rogers nearly stole 
the show as Fairy Thistledown. It was worth going to the 
show, just to hear the delighted shrieks of merriment that 
greeted his appearance on the stage. The loudest contribu
tors I should imagine, were his own Regimental Police, and 
others who have been under his wing.

Marcus Small, Frederick Simmonds and Gerald Ford, 
gentleman of the chorus, and Molly Cave, Gee Thomas, Terry 
Edwards, Margaret Wakerly and Rosita White, ladies of the 
chorus (and very attractive ladles too!) did their work well 
and easily, and I felt that it was a pity that the size of the 
stage limited their scope in the musical numbers.

The story. Well, who cares about a story In a Pantomime! 
The script, I thought good—especially Ronnie Bateman's “G.I. 
Bride” sequence, written by Audie Loader. Music and orches
trations were by Ken Dryden and George Jackson, who con
ducted the orchestra. I give a special hand to Kenny Powell 
at the piano, who knows the secret of good accompaniment.

Young Samson, in the Cabaret number, was encored again 
and again for his performance with the accordion. Quite 
by the way, he is in great demand whenever there is a party 
at the I.T.C.

Some very effective dancing was done by Brian Blades, 
first as a Recruit, and then as King Rat in the Rat Ballet.

Tremendous behind-the-scenes work was carried out by 
the Pioneer Section, John Mustill painted the scenery, Charles 
Fox and “A” Coy. A.T.S. provided the costumes, and Peter 
MacArthur was an efficient Stage Manager.

In fact, an enthusiastic and polished show was enjoyed 
by all.

“THE BAT,’
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IN N.W. EUROPE
BY GAPT. I. M. HULBURD.

As there was no battalion of the Queen's Own in 21 Army 
group up to the end of the war in Europe, it is probable 
that a good many of the Q.O.G.’s readers are not aware how 
many members and ex-members of the Regiment were serving 
in N.W. Europe. Of all the United Kingdom divisions in B.L.A. 
the only ones that did not have the Queen's Own represented 
in them in some way, were the Guards Armoured and the 
51st Highland. Nor were higher formations without the
Queen's Own, as at one time or another they could be found 
at all corps except 30 corps, and also at. Second Army, F.M. 
Montgomery's Tac H.Q.. and at SIIAEF Then, of course, there 
was the 119 L.A.A., the ex-lOtli Bn., who were with 15 Scottish 
Dlv.

One reason at least for this wide representation was the 
disbandment of the old 9th battalion. This battalion was 
formed in July. 1940, under Colonel G. Ingham. It was on 
coastal defence from October, 1940. to February, 1941. when 
it was chosen from among all the Infantry battalions of 
Southern Command, to be trained as the Support Battalion 
of the 6th Support Group in 6th Armoured Division. When 
the War Establishment of the Armoured Divs. was changed 
in the spring of 1942, the battalion was left in the air for 
several months, after which it was converted to an Armoured 
Car Regt. and became known, officially at least, as the 162 
Regt. R.A.C. It lost none of its Queen's Own loyalties, how
ever, as R.A.C. intakes quickly discovered. In the summer 
of '43 the R.A.C. started on a policy of retrenchment, and as 
the Junior regt. of the R.A.C. the 162 was disbanded first. 
From June, 1941, until disbandment, it was commanded by 
Lt.-Colonel P. H. Macklln, now commanding the First 
Battalion. On disbandment most of the officers and men were 
sent to reinforce Recce Regts. in 21 Army Group which started 
to form at this time. Hence our wide representation in N.W. 
Europe

I served with the 9th Battalion through most of its short 
existence, and when it was disbanded I joined the Staff of 
8 Corps as a Liaison Officer. When we landed in Europe, 
therefore, I was in a good position for meeting any Queen's 
Own who happened to be there. This article, then, is an 
attempt to combine my personal experiences and those mem
bers of the Regt. whom I met or heard about. It is hoped 
that my many omissions will encourage other readers to send 
in their own stories and contacts

8 Corps was the follow up Corps of 21 Army Group and 
therefore did not begin to land until D plus 5. However it 
is evident that the Queen's Own were early represented, 
because one of the first photographs to be piiblishd showed 
Tpr. (ex-Pte.) Hart, Colonel Macklin's personal wireless 
operator for so long, as one of the first to be wounded on 
landing, on D-day. There was also Lieut. Gwynn Jones, 
selected to be one of the Troop Leaders in the special Assault 
Squadron of the Inns of Court Regt. (Armoured Cars), whose 
duty it was to land at about H hour and try and destroy some 
bridges over the Odon. Tills attempt was doomed to failure, 
first because of the delay of five hours getting ashore as the 
landing craft was hit when approaching the beach, and 
secondly because when the bulk of the squadron, having 
penetrated the defences, was approaching Tilly, they were 
attacked with rockets by Allied aircraft and Gwynn. among 
others was killed. He was a capable and dashing leader, 
whether leading the forwards at rugger or in an Armoured 
Car.

H.Q, 8 Corps had concentrated at Worth Priory, near Three 
Bridges, and was organised to go across in five parties. Being 
follow up Corps we adopted the somewhat novel procedure 
of landing before our troops so as to be there to receive 
them, and this policy was also pursued within the H.Q, itself, 
as party one consisted of the Corps Commander. Lieut.-General 
Sir Richard O'Connor, formerly the commander of Wavell's 
Thirty Thousand, and most of ills heads of Services.

I was in party two, and we were due to leave Worth at 
07.00 on Sunday, June 11th. At about 22.00 on June 10th, 
a message came through postponing our departure for 24 
hours. We went to bed with the idea that we should get 
one more peaceful Sunday after all, but about midnight, 
another message came through saying we were to cross the 
start line at 02.00 on the 11th. i.e.. in two hours time! After 
a scene which put Hellzapoppin' completely in the shade we 
just did it. The valedictory message which I received from 
the officer with whom I shared a room was "Must you make 
so much bloody din?"!

As dawn broke we were motoring along the Hog's Back, 
and the convoy was an amazing sight: every vehicle was piled 
high with kit and most of them could only crawl: even C.V.l. 
with the possible exception of the General's caravan, the most 
sacred vehicle, had two wicker chairs strapped to its roof. 
I was travelling in my Humber Scout Car, which like every
thing else was waterproofed. This meant that I couldn't 
sit down as there was a sort of canvas conning tower fitted 
over my hatch. As the day advanced, people began to appear, 
and started waving to us, which was quite pleasant up to a 
point except that they all iiad an expression which suggested 
that they never expected to see us again! When we arrived 
in Southampton, we were not expected at the camp, but 
we were soon fitted in.

It was here that one began to have the feeling, if one 
had not had it already, that we were all hopelessly mixed up 
in some soulless machine; everything so organised, the issue 
of this, the collecting of that, a continual stream of troops 
coming in at one entrance, with a similar stream, having been 
“processed," going out by another; and last, but not least, 
the continual calling forward of parties for embarkation, over 
the amplifier equipment. We were there just long enough 
to have a decent sleep, collect all the necessaries, sort the 
maps, refuel and have a good feed. It was also the first 
introduction for most of us to that curious American efficiency 
which gets things done with astonishing speed and smoothness 
in an apparently disorganised way. For our camp was an 
American one. I have no reason to suppose, incidentally, 
that the British ones weren’t quite as efficient.

We embarked on the afternoon of Monday, 12th, in an 
L.C.T., an English one, which had made 17 trips without 
incident to Anzio. Our party was precisely one L.C.T. load, 
and we took about two hours to fill its two decks. During 
the evening we sailed down Southampton Water and through 
Spithead, to anchor off Seavicw for the night. Many people 
have tried to describe the extraordinary scenes in those waters, 
and none I have read have succeeded. Suffice it to say that 
the waters were so full of shipping of all sorts that the scene 
looked more like one of those drawings one sees in the illus
trated weeklies, of fleets set out in diagrammatic form, than anything else.

We started to cross about 06.00 on the 13th, and here still, 
the impression was that we were all travelling on a conveyor 
belt; as far as one could see both, in front and behind, went 
the stream of shipping, while a short distance off the return 
stream was continually passing, back towards the Solent. Our 
passage was completely uneventful and we saw no escort ships, 
no planes nor any signs that we were being protected from 
enemy action. The first sign we saw of the other side was 
during the afternoon when a party of us had collected rather 
prematurely on the foc's'le to try and see the shore, which 
was still out of sight. What we did see, all of a sudden, was 
a huge .sheet of flame appear for an instant, a long way off 
and low down on the horizon; speculation was rife, the most 
popular theory being a munition ship blowing up. However 
these enormous flashes began to appear at regular intervals 
and in the end turned out to be the salvoes of the Warspite 
which, in company with other warships was anchored off the 
benches, as calm as you please. It seemed to me to be a 
most impressive demonstration of Allied air power that these 
huge ships could just anchor where they liked and shoot up 
anything that suited them within range. Later I was talking 
to a woman who was in Caen during all the fighting, bombing 
and bombarding, and she said that by far the worst , was the 
naval bombardment and this was in spite of the fact that 
Caen had three major air attacks, the smallest of which was 
by two hundred heavy bombers.

We nosed our way through the great mass of shipping 
towards the beach The sun had just come out and it was 
a lovely evening and at first there was no sign of damage on 
the pleasant looking beach. There were no signs of war either 
except for the barrage balloons that the ships had and the 
reports of the naval broadsides. With nearly every ship in 
sight flying some message in the International Code, the scene 
was more like a naval review than anything else. High over
head several squadrons of Marauders flew inland for an 
attack. Of the enemy there was no sign. We had had the 
sagacity to seek the safety of the French shore the day the 
flying bombs started!

Opening the big bow doors of the L.C.T. wo nosed gently 
up on to the beach and waited for the tide to drop. Occasional
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clouds of dust rose from the top of a hill about two miles 
inland which we at first took to be enemy shelling, but it 
turned out to be Typhoons landing on a rather dry strip. 
After considerable inspection of our new maps we decided, 
correctly as It turned out, that we were off Courseulles. Some 
of the houses looked a bit knocked about and there were one 
or two bits of wreckage on the beaches, but there was nothing 
to indicate that in this area had occurred only a week ago 
the most important operation of the war and the biggest 
combined operation of all time.

We went ashore at night just as the usual tip and run 
air raid was starting. The A.A. gunners put up a brilliant 
display but the farther I got away from it the more I liked 
it. For me our A.A. was quite the most frightening thing in 
the bridge-head and much more alarming than anything the 
Germans succeeded in doing.

We were still on the conveyor belt, driving away from 
the beaches, it seemed, as at every cross-roads there was a 
guide at whom you shouted the name of your unit, and he 
always said "Straight on.” Owing to the conning tower on 
my Scout car it was impossible to read my map and I had 
the firm conviction that I should finish up in the enemy lines. 
However eventually our party collected in a field and camped 
ior the night. We were woken up at first light by the 
comforting roar of innumerable Typhoons taking off for their 
first flight of the day. A guide soon took us to where the
H. Q. was setting itself up, which was in some woods in a valley 
around the 16th century chateau of Lantheuil. After we had 
been there a week, we discovered that the owner of the 
chateau, an erstwhile member of the Vichy Navy, had a direct 
phone line to Caen! We remained here for a month, and 
although at the beginning of our stay we were under two 
miles from the front, the only time when the enemy made 
himself felt was when a mine, intended for the sea. fell in 
the H.Q. area and blew the corps commander's tent down.

11 Armoured Division began to arrive soon after us, and 
the 2 Northants Yeo. came into the same wood as ourselves. 
This regt., the armoured recce of 11 armoured, had among its 
officers Capt. Keith Jones as 2 i/e of a squadron, Capt. Alan 
Gardiner as Signals Officer, and Capt. Hector Hetherington as
I. O.. all from the 9th Bn. This regiment had a short, but 
violent career, like a good many other armoured regiments in 
the bocage country. Just north of Vire they were violently 
counter-attacked, when Jones had two tanks destroyed under 
him and Hetherington one. Hetherington had just bailed out 
into a ditch with his crew, when a shell landed in the ditch 
und killed all his crew but did not touch him. After this the 
regiment was disbanded and Jones fought the rest of the 
war as I.O. of the 1st Royal Tanks iii 7th armoured. Hethering
ton joined the "1” Staff of 11th Armoured and later of 8 Corps, 
and Gardiner became Signals Officer of the Fife and Forfar 
Yeo. in 29th Armoured Bde., the Armoured Bde. of 11th 
Armoured, and became thus certainly not the first man of 
Kent to assume a Scottish guise!

8 Corps did not fight its first battle till the end of June; 
the gale considerably delayed the arrival both of our troops 
and of the rest of our headquarters. By this time the con
centration of troops and material was extraordinary. The 
whole area was at the same time gun area, a base, rail-head, 
corps and divisional dumps all rolled into one. Added to 
this were the R.A.F. landing strips, hospitals and sufficient 
bridging to see us into Holland! Attacks were still on narrow 
fronts and were given tremendous artillery support. For 
example for our first attack all the artillery in Second Army 
fired on our front, which it was able to do without moving 
its guns owing to the constricted nature of the front. With 
the artillery then deployed this meant about twenty field 
regiments and about twelve medium, on a front of about two 
miles. Troops and headquarters were similarly concentrated. 
For a short time before one attack a field of about twenty 
acres held twelve brigade and division H.Qs.!

Just before we left Lantheuil, Capt. Eric Young came and 
had dinner with me. On the disbandment he had first gone 
to 9th Armoured Division, but later became I.O. at 30th 
Armoured Bde., which was one of the special brigades that 
handled “funnies.” Young looked rather like a funny him
self as he sailed around the country with his huge bulk 
balanced on an airborne motor-bike! He had as his assistant, 
Tpr. Davidson, who had given so much tone, if not intelligence, 
to the Intelligence section of the 9th Bn. After the attack on 
the Walcheren, in which he was intimately connected with 
the planning, Young moved to SHAEF. I last heard of him 
filling some mysterious appointment in Berlin.

In the middle of July H.Q. 8 Corps moved across the front 
to Beny sur Mer, to take charge of the operation known as 
Goodwood Meeting, which was the attempted break-out of 
three armoured divisions east of the Orne. The original plan 
for this attack had included the dropping of an airborne 
division in the Falaise area, and the last exercise the head

quarters did before D-day, was one to practice establishing 
wireless communications with the airborne troops after they * 
had dropped. However, this idea was abandoned, and instead 
the attack opened with the biggest air attack of the war at 
that time. British heavies bombed the factory area on the 
N.E. outskirts of Caen, while Forts and mediums destroyed 
villages and carried out carpet bombing in the direction of 
Falaise. It was a perfect day and it was a heartening signt 
to see the clouds of bombers going over almost continuously, 
it seemed for hours. Between four and five thousand 
bombers were employed, while in the intervals between the 
bombers, fighters went in and strafed any guns they had seen 
firing. Although a lot of ground was gained, the attack did 
not come off quite as was hoped. This was in part due to 
the fact that all the armoured divisions had only one bridge 
which they could cross before they could deploy. Another mishap was that tire medium bombers omitted to attack a 
village as planned. Thirdly, on the second day the weather 
broke, and what had previously been open tank country of 
the kind-that pundits dream about, became a hopeless quag
mire. However, it was this battle which finally caught the 
German armour on the wrong leg, as very shortly afterwards 
the Americans started their break-out, while the German 
armoui was still sitting on the wrong side of the Orne.

To keep pace with the Americans, the whole of 8 Corps, 
which for this purpose consisted of two armoured and one 
infantry div., made a lightning dash from the left to the 
right of Second Army. No move was made till the day before 
the attack, and although it may not look far on the map 
to move from north east of Caen to north of Caumont via 
Bayeux, considering the congestion and the fact that we had 
to move across everyone else's L of C it was an extraordinary 
achievement; Second Army did in fact consider it impossible, 
but suggested we tried it and put off the attack if necessary. 
It was a nightmare time for any wretched liaison officers, as 
everything was apparently higgledy-piggledy, with medium 
guns and tanks travelling abreast, so that you could only 
travel with the stream, no faster, and going against it was 
impossible! It was after this move that Corps H.Q. found 
itself for the first time in an area which had not been 
previously occupied by any troops, and the relief of moving 
into country without any of the stale signs of war was 
considerable. The attack went off on time, somewhere at 
the end of July, and immediately things began to loosen up. 
Steady advances of between five and fifteen miles a day began 
to be made, while Corps H.Q. instead of moving on the 
average about once a month, moved every day or two, setting 
up at places with such names as La Fouqerie and Norrons 
les Potteries. Determined resistance was met, however, 
between Beny Bocage and Vire, and this coincided with the 
counter attack at Avranches. For several days there was some 
very violent fighting, and then suddenly the enemy seemed 
to vanish in the night. I went and inspected one area where 
there had been a fierce tank battle and a grotesque scene it 
made. The tanks had been shooting at each other across a 
steep and narrow valley and on both crests destroyed tanks 
lay at every angle Over the whole scene lay a covering of 
light red dust, caused by the thrashing tracks of the tanks, 
and this gave to the scene a hard and pitiless uniformity of 
colour which made it resemble a corner recently evacuated 
by Hell, for complete silence reigned.

It was about this time that I began to see quite a bit 
of Major C. K. Kemp; for most of the campaign he was O.C. 
H.Q. Sqn, in 15 Recce Regt. For a short time for the crossing 
of the Elbe he went to Div. H.Q. as a supplementary D.A.Q.M.G. 
(Movements), but rejoined his regiment shortly after the cross
ing. War did not seem to alter either Kemp much or Bartlett, 
his batman, who seemed to become more and more like a 
minature edition of Kemp himself everyday. I never got rid of the feeling when going in to see Kemp that he was 
mot going to try and sell me what he considered to be a 
perfect bargain. There were a lot of old 9th Bn. men in this 
regiment, including the Crouch brothers, that pillar of H.Q. 
Sqn. Office Ballard, Taylor, my own late batman and Major 
Jobey’s ginger-headed driver whose name escapes me at the 
moment. Lieut. Victor Sadgrove was also with this regiment 
for some time, but later on he became A.D.C. to General "Tiny” 
Barbour, G.O.C. of 15 Div. and the tallest general in the army.

It was realised at Army H.Q. that there would not be 
enough room for everybody in the coming slaughter at Falaise, 
nor would it be possible to maintain more than two corps in 
the pursuit that was likely to follow. As we were on the 
right of Second Army and therefore farthest from the future 
scenes of action, it was decided to freeze us. We therefore 
settled down in the most superb scenery and weather on the 
top of a hill north of Beny Bocage. Not far off was a small 
river where we had plenty of bathing.

With the expanding war, liaison work began to change 
considerably. In the bridge-head it was quite easy to visit
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PEARLS
o f

GREAT PRICE

V/TAN found his first gem not in 
the earth but in the sea. He 

called it the Gem made of Dew. 
And he told its legend; how at 
certain seasons of the year, in the 
early morning, the peari-oyster 
rises to the surface of the sea, 
opens its shell, and drinks in a drop 
of dew, which the breath of the air 
and the warmth of the sun slowly 
change into a milky-glowingpearl.

The pearl has a longer story — 
and a more romantic one — than 
any other jewel in the World. Its 
pedigree goes back beyond the 
birth of Rome, Athens or Nineveh; 
reaches further into the past than 
recorded history itself. It was 
prized by prehistoric man; buried 
with the mummies of earliest 
E gypt; sung by H om er; and

carried into battle by medieval 
princes. It was fashionable in the 
days of Cleopatra. It is fashion
able today. Or rather, it stands 
above fashion.

Pearls can be worn morning, 
noon or night. They suit every 
woman; every shade of com 
plexion or hair; every style of 
dress. They blend with every 
colour. Artificial light can never 
change them as it can a coloured 
gem. They are correct for every 
occasion. And, more perhaps than 
any other jewel their beauty 
heightens the beauty of the woman 
who wears them. Time and place 
make no difference to the ‘ right
ness ’ of pearls.

Almost all the finest pearls are 
fished in the Persian Gulf.

Vhd GOLDSMITHS ̂ SILVERSMITHS 
COMPANY LTD.

112. REGENT STREET.
ONLY ONE 
ADDRESS LONDON ♦ W.l. TELEPH ON E  

REG. 3021
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all corps and Army as well In an afternoon, but now things 
became very different. To begin with you now never knew 
the location of the H.Q. you were looking for, you only knew 
where it had been the night before. It became an all day job 
to visit one formation. Most roads were still narrow and 
windy like Devonshire and traffic was still awful. It was not 
until after crossing the Seine that jeep run averages changed 
from 15 to 50 m.p.h. I remember one particularly maddening 
run, when having had two punctures, I was held up in an 
immovable traffic block caused by the fact that an air Held 
construction group and a bulk petrol carrying company had 
tried to pass each other, and the leading vehicles of each 
column had got ditched!

I had to make many trips through the devastation of the 
Palaise pocket, and the hot weather certainly did nothing to 
improve the air there. By far the worst sight for me was the 
masses of horses, both dead and living; in many cases dead 
and living still harnessed together. Although I covered most 
parts of the killing ground at one time or another, it never 
seemed to me that there was nearly as much equipment as 
the reports seemed to suggest. I should have said that there 
was the complete baggage of three infantry divisions, but not 
more. Judged by 21 Army Group standards, rather less. There, 
was, of course, a lot more equipment abandoned on the banks 
of the Seine. The wretched inhabitants of the area seemed 
too dazed to do anything, and In one case had not even taken 
the trouble to remove a very dead horse from their doorstep, 
although they had to walk over it to get out of the house. 
The children were treating It as some new kind of toy. Right 
in the centre, in a small village, a Cromwell and a German 
Mark 4 tank had apparently met head-on round a corner at 
point blank range, and shot it out. This little scene epitomised 
the whole area—last man. last round and no quarter.

After about three weeks at Beny Bocage we moved to a 
place called St. Pol, on top of another hill with a wonderful 
view not far from Piers. Perhaps I should point out that our 
locations were not selected on aesthetic grounds, but rather 
for good wireless communication which was the over-riding 
consideration when siting the H.Q. Our only responsibility 
at this time was to administer the infantry divisions that had 
dropped out of tire fight. One of these was 3 Div., which 
had landed on D-day and was now out of the battle for the 
first time. One of their units had already had 100 per cent, 
casualties, that is to say as many casualties as there were 
officers and men on W.E., but they still had a few originals 
with them. By the time they reached the Maas in the winter, 
the figure was 170 per cent.

3 Recce Regt. were quite close to us; they had a lot of 
ex-Queen's Own in their ranks. First there was Major J. K. 
Warner, M.C., as second-in-command, who is well-known to 
many members of the 4th Bn. He subsequently took over 
command of the Regt. just before V.E. Day. Then 
in the orderly room was Cpl. Watford, for so long
in the orderly room of the 9th Battalion, while
Major G. W. T. Norton’s Squadron was more like D Coy. of 
the 9th Bn. than anything else. He somewhow seemed to 
have collected all his old crowd together, including Sgt.
■‘Bomber" Wells. Sgt. — soon to become Lieut. — Stevenson, 
Burden, the pillar of D Coy. Mess, and Wildermoth, who
appeared from round a White Scout Car with a drink in just 
the same way as he used to walk into the Ante-Room. This 
squadron liberated Flers, just before being pulled out of the 
battle and was the recipient of a small civic reception consist
ing of a written address in English and a few drinks, in the 
wrecked town. Major Norton's jeep was worth inspecting, as 
how it was still a runner with so many holes in it was a
mystery. By the end of the campaign Major Norton had
been awarded an M.C. and a C in C's certificate.

It was also about this time that I made the acquaintance
of Major H. B. H. Waring, who was a G.2 (Ops) at 12 Corps.
It made a great difference in the speed and ease with which 
one could collect Information, if there was someone from the 
regiment to consult. Unfortunately it was at 12 Corps later 
on in the winter that I disgraced myself. It happened in this 
way; as often as not when on an information collecting run, 
I took with me a vast sheet of talc so as to bring back a 
trace. I did this as usual when visiting 12 Corps one day, 
and was surprised when I got back to find one division missing 
of)' my trace. It was not till I visited 12 Corps again that 
the mystery was solved. It seems that I had run oil my own 
talc without noticing it, and instead of taking a trace I had 
simply overlaid their beautiful red lines with some massive 
black ones of my own! Only those who know my calligraphy 
will appreciate what this meant!

The questions 
you  ask . . .  1

‘Will 
NAAFI
Continue 
in Peace- 
tim e?99

Yes. Naafi is not a wartime innovation. It was established 
in 1921 to provide Service canteens, to supply part of the 
messing goods required in feeding the Forces, and to organise 
Service entertainment, returning all surplus funds to the 
Forces either in cash rebates, discounts or amenities.

These functions became more elaborate during the war, and 
with the growth of the Services Naafi grew from a compara
tively small concern into a vast organisation spreading 
throughout the world, providing thousands of canteens, scores 
of elaborate clubs, leave centres, dance halls, breweries and 
factories, as well as an immense flow of live and cineme 
entertainmeni for the Navy, Army and Air Force

These activities tend to diminish with the decrease in the 
numbers of Service personnel, but the experience gained 
during the war will have a lasting and beneficial effect on 
Naafi’s service to the Services of the future.

NAAFI
The official canteen organisation for H.M. Forces in war 

and in peace

(To be continued).
ftuxiey Towers, Claygete, Esher, Surrey
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“Quo Fas et Gloria Ducunt.’’

BATTLE HONOURS BORNE ON THE REGIMENTAL COLOUR :
The Sphinx, superscribed “Egypt.”

“Vimiera,” “Corunna,” “Almaraz,” “Vittoria,” "Pyrenees.” “Nive.” “Orthes,” “Peninsula,” "Punniar,” “Moodkee.” 
“Ferozeshah,” “Aliwal,” "Sobraon,” “Alma,” "Inkerman,” “Sevastopol,” "Lucknow.” “New Zealand,” “Egypt, 1882,”

“Nile, 1884-85,” “South Africa, 1900-02,” Afghanistan, 1919.”

BATTLE HONOURS BORNE ON THE KING’S COLOUR:
"Mons,” “Ypres, 1914, T5, T7, T8,” “Hill 60,” “Somme, 1916, T8,” “Vimy, 1917,” “Italy, 1917, T8," “Gallipoli, 1915,”

“Gaza,” “Defence of Kut A1 Amaia,” “Sharqat.”

THE GREAT WAR BATTLE HONOURS—18 BATTALIONS :
“Mons,” “Le Cateau," “Retreat from Mons,” “Marne, 1914,” “Ainsne, 1914,” “La Bassee, 1914,” “Messeines, 1914, T7,” 
“Ypres, 1914, T5 T7, 18," “Hill 60," “Gravenstavel.” “St. Julien," “Frezenberg,” “Loos,” “Somme, 1916, ‘18,”
“Albert, 1916, T8,” “Bazentin,” “Delville Wood,” “Pozieres,” “Guillemont,” “Flers-Courcelette,” “Morval,” "Thiepval." 
“Le Transloy,” “Ancre Heights,” “Ancre, 1916, T8,” Arras,” 1917, T8,” “Vimy, 1917,” “Scarpe, 1917,” “Oppy."
“Pilckem,” “Langemarck, 1917,” “Menin Road,” “Polygon Wood,” “Broodseinde,” “Passchendaele,” “Cambrai, 1917, T8" 
“St. Quentin,” "Rosleres,” “Avre,” Villers Bretonneux,” *“Lys,” “Hazebrouck,” "Kemmel,” “Amiens,” "Bapaume, 1918,” 
“Hlndenburg Line,” “Epehy,” "Canal du Nord," “St. Quentin Canal,” “Courtrai,” “Selle," “Sambre,”
“France and Flanders, 1914-18,” "Italy, 1917, T8,” “Suvla,” “Landing at Suvla." “Scimitar Hill," "Gallipoli, 1915,”
“Rumani," “Egypt, 1915-16,” “Gaza,” “El Mughar,” "Jerusalem,” "Jericho,” “Tell ’Asur,” “Palestine, 1917, T8”

“Defence of Kut A1 Amara,” "Sharqat,” "Mesopotamia, 1915-18.”

^Editorial
The Memorial Service which took place on Wednesday, 

the 24th April, is fully recorded in this issue, and we are 
indebted to the “Kent Messenger” for permission to repub
lish the two photographs.

We have received the following addresses and present 
appointments in answer to the Editorial appeal in the 
December issue: —

Colonel S. F. Saville, General Staff Branch, Office of 
the Deputy Military Governor, Main Headquarters, Control 
Commission for Germany (B.E.), Lubbecke, B.A.O.R.

Lt.-Col. H. S. S. Brooke, A.A.G.2, G.H.Q., M.E.F.
Major D. H. Andrews, M.C., 2nd i/c, 13th Infantry 

Training Centre, Maidstone.

We are pleased to record visits during the month from 
Lt.-Col. E. S. Kerr, who commands the 5th Bn. in 

Gibraltar, is home on a short course and short leave.
Lt.-Col. B. .L. Clay, O.B.E., who is with Headquarters, 

Airborne Training Establishment.
Colonel R. O. Pulverman, O.B.E., who is D.D. of O., 

The War Office.

Colonel G. E. Wingfield-Stratford, C.B.E., M.C., who 
is now retired.

Our readers are requested to note that the correct 
and only address of the 1st Bn. is now “British Forces in 
Greece.”

Subscription rates: —
Officers 9/- per annum, post free. 
Other Ranks 5/- per annum, post free. 
Single copies, 5d., post free.

The Editor acknowledges with thanks the following:
The Eagle.
The Sapper.
The Snapper.
Globe and Laurel.
The Tank.
The R.A.S.C. Journal.
The Dragon.
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e ©ueen's <&ton Eopal West 2̂ent &egtment 
Jflemorial ikrtrice

This record of strikes, ca-canny and absenteeism which, 
since God gave us victory, has blotted the most splendid page 
of English history, is seen in ail its repulsive foulness in the 
Altar light of the self-ollering of those who have died.

This was said by the Bishop of Rochester, Dr. C. M. 
Chavasse, when, on Wednesday, at All Saints’ Church, Maid
stone, he spoke to a large congregation at a memorial service 
for the 100 officers and 1,580 other ranks of the Queen’s Own 
Royal West Kent Regt., who lost their lives in the war.

IMPRESSIVE SCENE.
It was an impressive ceremony.
The sombre hues of khaki and civilian dress were re

lieved here and there by splashes of colour, by the red “tabs" 
of high ranking officers, by the civic robes of the Mayor and his 
Deputy, by the white robes of the choir and clergy, and by 
the scarlet coat of a Chelsea pensioner, who sat with his 
medals and his memories, among the youngsters who are 
the future holders of the tradition for which he had fought 
so many years ago.

And over all fluttered the old Colours of the K‘3gt., lit 
by the Spring sunshine which streamed through the windows 
of the church, which may be said, surely, to be the Mother 
Church of the "Queen's Own.”

MASSED BANDS.
From the 13th Infantry Training Centre, Maidstone, and 

the 13th Holding Bn., Gravesend, had come Platoons repre
senting the Regt., with the massed bands of the 1st and 2nd 
Bns., under Bandmasters McKenna and Jackson, whose music 
blended with the organ at which sat Mr. C. K. Turner.

In the congregation were Alderman Sir Garrard Tyrwhitt- 
Drake (representing Lord Cornwallis, the Lord Lieutenant), 
the High Sheriff (Mr. V. Colthup), and his deputy (Mr. W. H. 
Whitehead), Mr. A. C. Bossom, M.P., the Chairman of the Kent 
County Council (Sir Edward Hardy), the Chairman of the Kent 
Territorial Association (Air Vic-Marshal A. E. Borton), the 
Deputy Chief Constable of Kent (Mr. R. C. M. Jenkins), the 
Mayor of Maidstone with officials and members of the Town 
Council, and many past and present officers of the Regt., 
headed by General Sir Charles Bonham Carter, with whom 
was Lady Bonham Carter.

“THE STRIFE IS O’ER.”
The service, with its appropriate hymns—-“Fight the Good 

Fight,” “Abide with me,” and that wonderful paean of thank
fulness, “The strife is o’er the battle done,” was taken by 
Canon A. O. Standen, who, before the Silence of Remembrance, 
intoned Blnyon's grand words, “They shall grow not old . . .”

And earnest voices echoed through the church : “We will 
remember them.”

They were there to remember with pride and thanks
giving, said Dr. Chavasse, the 100 officers and 1,580 other ranks 
of the Regt. who gave their lives to save their country from 
worse than death, and to preserve the whole world for free
dom and Christianity.

For such a commemoration they recognised that the only 
place worthy was that ancient parish church.

During the long and terrible years of the second world 
war there had gone forth from that quiet country town a

band of crusaders who were called to bear on their bodies the 
wounds and sacrifices which were the mark of the Lord Jesus, 
and every one of those mounded graves in Africa, Italy, Greece 
and France was a lesser Calvary, marking the place where 
once again the noblest deed of all had been wrought, and a 
man had laid down his life for his friends.

But was this all we were going to do to remember those 
men? Did their example and sacrifice inspire us to efforts 
of fortitude and selflessness? What could we do that we 
should not be ashamed when we came to look upon these 
men when we had died comfortably in our beds?

“HOW SHAMEFUL”
“This service today,” said Dr. Chavasse, "should lead us 

to the heights scaled by those whose sacrifice has preserved 
us alive and free.”

“It seemed horrible that the memorable words of Mr. 
Churchill in 1940 when he called the nation to face blood 
tears and sweat, should have to be followed by an appeal by 
the present Prime Minister to the nation to work harder.

“How shameful,” cried the Bishop, “that such an appeal 
should be needed in face of the sacrifices of our best and 
dearest in the past five years; just at this junction when the 
earth, scorched by war, cannot feed its starving millions and 
when the whole world cries out to rebuild and build better.

“As we remember those who rest in foreign fields, making 
them for ever England, let us make sure this service is not a 
mockery and a farce, but the rededieation of our lives in 
the cause of Christian service and brotherhood, for which 
they died.”

Then, after all had stood during the playing of Chopin's 
Funeral March, Last Post, the Reveille, and the National An
them concluded the County’s tribute to the gallant men of 
one of its Regiments whose proud record, undimmed down the 
years, has been made brighter and more splendid in the great
est conflict of all time.

DISTINGUISHED GATHERING
Amongst the Officers present were Brigadier N. I. Whitty, 

Brigadier P. M. Robinson, Brigadier H. S. Brown, Brigadier 
E. S. F. Hardy.

Colonel H A. Waring, Colonel A. K. Grant, Colonel W. V. 
Palmer (chairman of the Past and Present Association), Col
onel H. O. Pulverman, Colonel G. E. Wingfleld-Stratford.

Lt-Colonel E. S. Kerr, Lt.-Colonel E. A. Sharpin, Lt.-Col- 
onel B. L. Clay, Lt.-Colonel A. Howe, Lt.-Colonel J. C. Parker, 
Lt.-Colonel P. H. Macklin, Lt.-Colonel I. R. Lovell, Lt.-Colonel 
Knatchbull, Lt.-Colonel G. E. L. Pardington, Lt.-Colonel P. E. 
O. Bryan, Lt.-Colonel F. K. Theobald, Lt.-Colonel H. G. Veasey 
(Commanding 13th Infantry Tranlng Centre).

Each of the 10 branches of the Past and Present Asso
ciation sent representatives.

PEAL ON MUFFLED BELLS
On Wednesday evening, in tribute to the Regiment's 

Fallen, a quarter-peal of Stedman caters was rung at All 
Saints’ with the bells half-muffled.

The ringers who took part were: Messrs R. Domlney (tre
ble), E. Splller, G. Cantrill, T. Grice, H. Coast, L. Head, F. 
Leeson, R. Rich, B. Baker, and H. Smith (tenor).

Mr. Louis Head was composer and conductor.
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THE MEMORIAL SERVICE.

BANDS OP 1st and 2nd BATTALIONS MARCHING TROOPS AWAY APTER MEMORIAL SERVICE,
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LETTERS TO  THE EDITOR
Beckenham Hospital,

Croydon Road,
Beckenham.

25th April, 1946.
The Secretary,

Past and Present Association,
The Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regt.,

The Barracks, Maidstone, Kent.
Dear Sir,

There are vacancies bn the Staff of the Hospital for a 
general porter and a maintenance labourer. We should be 
pleased to consider applications from any of your members 
who may bo interested.

Wages for the general porter are at present £4 Os. 6d. 
p.w., and for the maintenance labourer £4 p.w. These wages 
will shortly be brought into line with the recommendations 
of the National Joint Council.

Yours faithfully,
Gordon Easto.

(4) —Apart from the meetings a few officers may go to 
Bisley for week-ends to shoot, and put up at the Officers 
Club. The caretaker has to look after them, and pre-war 
such officers often .used to arrange with the caretaker to pro
vide early morning tea and breakfast. This was purely a 
private arrangement and not obligatory; it would now be more 
difficult—perhaps impossible—owing to rationing.

Also in some pre-war years Bns. fired their annual course 
at Bisley and hired the Club as an Officers’ Mess. I cannot, 
however, see this happening again for many years while most 
of the Army will be abroad.

(5) —The caretaker is left very much to himself for most 
of the year as the Secretary can only make periodical visits. 
Hence we must have a reliable man.(6) —There is no Army meeting this year, but the National 
Rifle Association is holding a meeting from 1st to 13th July. 
The Officers’ Club only will be open, and the numbers will be 
few. Secretary,

The Army Rifle Association.
Any of our readers who may be interested are requested 

to forward their name and full particulars to the Editor.

Dear Sir,

Harvey and Gore,
1 and 2, Vigo Street, 

London, W.
The reason for writing to you is that we require the 

services of a silver polisher (jewellery and silver is our job). 
We require these services to commence within the next two 
weeks. There is no standing-up required in the work, so a 
man with leg disability would do. No previous experience 
is necessary, but that lack of experience would necessitate a 
month’s training for which we would, of course, pay him a 
salary. If he proved satisfactory he would be engaged perma
nently on the staff.

Should you know of anyone, perhaps you would be good 
enough to direct him hither, and ask, or write to ; W. E. Axford, Esq.

> Yours faithfully,
R. A. Axford.

P.S.—The business is a family one, and therefore he will 
be looked after 1

THE ARMY RIFLE ASSOCIATION
Dear Editor,

A job is now going as caretaker of the Army Rifle Associa
tion's Club House at Bisley, and I am wondering if you have a 
suitable man on your books who is looking for employment^

Shortly the job is this, but I shall be glad to give any 
further particulars if a suitable candidate requires them.

(1) —The type of man wanted is a pensioned W.O. or 
N.C.O. who is married. There are two Club Houses (the 
Officers’ and W. and N.C.Os’.). For most of the year all the 
caretaker has to do is to keep a constant eye on them and 
see that they are maintained in good condition. The busy 
time is immediately before, and during the annual meetings 
of the Army and National Rifle Association; the meetings fol
low one another and last three weeks in all, but a certain 
number of poeple are at Bisley for practice during the week 
before they begin. Before the meetings the caretaker has to 
see that both Clubs are thoroughly cleaned and in good order, 
and he is allowed to get extra help for this. At the Officers’ 
Club during the meetings N.A.A.F.I. take over all to do with 
catering and we have always had a servant from Hythe to 
valet officers living in the cubicles (15 of them); the caretaker 
has nothing to do with these matters, but he has to look 
after the ante-room and gun room, and is at the beck and 
call of members generally; he is kept pretty busy. He has 
nothing to do with the W. and N.C.Os’. Club during the meet
ings, but here again if the staff of the Club are in trouble 
over something to do with the building, they probably search 
out the caretaker to help them.

(2) —The wage is £4 to £4 10s. a week, plus free quarters, 
coal and light.

(3) —The snag is that the quarters (they are at the 
Officers’ Club) are very small that they are impossible 
for a couple' with more than one child. I will say no 
more about them as 1 would not let a man take the job 
without first seeing the quarters, and the place generally, for 
himself—and, if possible, his wife too.

The wife would not be a servant of the Association as her 
husband would be, but we should like her to be prepared 
to lend a hand on occasions in matters which are usually 
considered to be beyond a mere male. For such assistance she 
would receive payment.

--------- 4---------

SUBSCR IPTIONS
Capt. R. B. L. Hill, A. Duckett .............. 5 0

M.C............ 9 0 A. Small (4 yrs.) ...... 1 0 0
British Legion (Bromley F. Harris (3 yrs.) .... 15 0

5 0 5 0
D. Faccool................ 5 0 C. Hudson .............. 5 0
Capt. F. Harmer ...... 9 0 L. Simmonds (2 yrs.) .. 10 0
Maj. E. B. Loveless .... 9 0 E. Ellison (2 yrs.) .... 10 0
G. II. Routledge ......... 5 0 P.M.C., 13th I.T.C...... 1 4 9
P.R.I., 6th R.W.K. (Jan., L. Beazer (Bal.) ...... 2 6

17 6 W. J. Hill .............. 5 0
E. S. Butcher (Bal.) .... 2 6 Maj. E. Annandale, T.D. 9 0
R. Brachin .............. 5 0 Maidstone Branch (Apr.) 4 0

5 0 5 o
Capt. A. Bennett (Feb., L. C. Thompsett ...... 5 0

Mar.) .................. i 6 C. G. Kibby (Bal.) --- 2 6
G. Gunter .............. 5 0 Mr. R. M. Kunlyside .. 9 0
J. Wright ................ 5 0 C. Bell .................. 5 0
Capt. A. S. Walker, Maj. A. T. Talbot .... 9 0

M.B.E.................... a o H. Sharp ................ 5 0
9 o 5 0

Capt. B. B. Brook ...... 9 0 P.R.I., 13th Holding Bn.
Maj. S. F. H. Glynn ___ 9 0 (Jan., Feb., Mar.) ....2 10 0
Maj. E. G. Reeves .... 9 0 Lt. R. I. Bland (Bal.) .. 7 6
J. C. Gee ................ 5 0 Capt. C. H. S. 1c Ball .. 9 0
H. P. Howiett ........... 5 o Maj. P. E. W’atts ...... 15 0
L. B. Beazer ........... 2 6 F. W. Kirby ........... 5 0
Lt.-Col. P. R. Hicks ___ 9 0 J. H. Jackson (Bal. for
Capt. A. White ......... 9 0 1946 and 47) ........ 7 6
Lt. I. S. Buckland ...... 9 0 Lt. R. A. Axford ...... 9 0
Miss C. Molony (3 yrs.)..l 7 0 P. Layne ................ 5 o
P.R.I., 5th R.W.K. (Jan.. C. Dumbreli ........... 5’0

Feb., Mar.) ........... 2 18 4 Capt. C. M. Bernard.... 9 0
W. Snell (3 copies) ___ 1 6 W. E. S. Trussell ...... 5 0
Lt.-Col. P. L. Hicks ___ 9 0 Maj. C. S. A. Duncan .. 9 0
Shorncliffe Branch .... 5 0 Maj. P. E. M. Shaw .. 9 0

-4
THE HELEN PEIRCE MEMORIAL FUND

An appeal for funds for a memorial to the late Miss 
Helen Peirce, O.B.E., is being made.

Miss Peirce for over fifty years devoted herself to the 
welfare and well-being of the soldier in Ireland. Tidworth and 
Aldershot. She died in a nursing home near Aldershot on 
23rd August, 1945.

In the appeal which has reached us it says:'—
“We are well aware that there can be few still serving 

who remember the life-long work of this remarkable woman 
amongst soldiers, irrespective of rank, in Ireland, at Tidworth, 
and in Aldershot, yet we feel sure that there are many past 
members ot your Regiment who will recall with gratitude her 
devoted services to them and their comrades, and who might 
like to show their appreciation of the many acts of kindness 
they received at her hands during their soldiering days by 
making a small contribution to the Fund we are raising to 
perpetuate her memory.

“All donations, however small, should be sent direct to 
the Hon. Treasurer, “Helen Peirce Fund." c/o Messrs. Glyn 
Mills. Kirkland House, Whitehall, S.W.I.. who have kindly con
sented to act as Bankers to the appeal."
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Promotions and Appointments
EXTRACTS  FROM LONDON GAZETTE.

PROMOTIONS.
To be LT. (QR.-MR.)

Lt. (Qr.-Mr.) Albert Edward Sivers (356880) emcrg. comma., 
2nd Nov., 1945.

War Subs. Lt. A. Barker (352518) from A.A.C. (G.P.R.) to 
War Subs. Lt., 28th Feb., 1946, retaining his present 
seniority.

COMMISSIONS.
The undermentioned Cadets to be 2nd LTS., 1st March, 1940 

14014378 Alfred Lennox Price (364099).
14013687 Derek John Dixon (364103),
3204179 Dudley Rolf Harris (364188).
6344126 John Whitfield Dinsdale (364373).
14485184 Philip Thomas Birch (364431).

RELINQUISHMENTS
War Subs. Lt. A. Bloom (278585) relinquishes his commn. on 

account of disability, 8th April, 1946.
War Subs. Lt. D. A. Cruickshank (126967) relinquishes his 

commn., 15th Dec., 1945, and is granted hon. rank of Lt.
RETIREMENT

Maj. W. H. G. Goa ter, D.S.O., M.C. (8973), retires on ret. pay. 
24th April, 1946, and is granted the hon. rank of Lt.-Col.

EXTRACTS  FROM WAR OFFICE ORDERS. 
PROMOTIONS.

The undermentioned W.S./Capt. has been regranted 
T/MAJ. in C.M.F. Orders:

R. K. Dowse (77299), 30th Sept, to 11th Nov., 1945, incl.
(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 13, dated 28/3/46) 

The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (A/Maj.) to be T/MAJ. and 
W.S./CAPT. :

B. Grainger (251649), 6th Nov., 1945.
(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 13, dated 28/3/46) 

The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (A/Capt.) to be T/Capt. 
(B.A.O.R.) :

R. T. Fells (121769), 1st Dec., 1945.
(Extract from W.O. .Orders No. 13, dated 28/3/46) 

The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (A/Capt.) to be T/CAPT. : 
T. D. M. Raven (265892). 1st Nov., 1945.

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 13, dated 28/3/46) 
The undermentioned W.S./Capt. is regranted T/MAJ.:

D. H. Robins (186233), 5th July, 1945.
(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 13. dated 28/3/46) 

The undermentioned has been granted T/Rank in M.E. 
Orders :

D. H. Mott (329068), 1st Dec.. 1945.
(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 13. dated 28/3/46) 

Tiro undermentioned W.S./Lt. (A/Capt.) to be T/CAPT. :
E. R. C. Matthews (197303). 16th Feb. 1943.

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 13, dated 28/3/46) 
The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (A/Capt.) to be T/CAPT. : 

R. S. McCleary (323701), 25th Dec.. 1945.
(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 13, dated 28/3/46) 

The undermentioned W.S./Lts. (T/Capts.) (A/Majs.) to 
be T/MAJS. and W.S./CAPTS. :

A. G. Cox (117967). 27th Jan.. 1946.
P. E. Winch (200936). 12th Feb., 1946.
T. C. Coath (130151), 7th Mar., 1946.

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 14, dated 4/4/46) 
The undermentioned W.S./Lts. (A/Capts.) to be 

T/CAPTS. :
T. D. Bell (229792), 29th Mar., 1945.
T. D. Griffiths (289648), 26th Sept., 1945.
F. J. Bewley (284753). 23rd Jan., 1946.
T. Austin 200312). 20th Mar., 1946.

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 14, dated 4/4/46) 
The undermentioned 2nd,/Lt. to be W.S./LT. :

W. W. Isom (354813), 29th Mar., 1946.
(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 14, dated 4/4/46) 

The undermentioned has been re-granted T/Rank in
C.M.F.. Orders :

J. D. Wheater (265891). 12th Dec., 1945.
(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 14. dated 4/4/46). ;

The undermentioned 2nd/Lts. to be W.S./LTS. :
P. N. Gould (354463), 15th Mar., 1946.
J. W. Capel (354806). 29th Mar., 1946.

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 15, dated 11/4/46).

The undermentioned have been granted T/Rank in India 
Orders :

W.S./Lt. (T/Capt.) (A/Maj.) H. J. D. Combe (51776), to be 
T/MAJ. and W.S./CAPT., 1st Oct., 1942.

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 15, dated 11/4/46). 
The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (T/Capt.) (A/Maj.) to be 

T/MAJ. and W.S./CAPT. (B.A.O.R.) :
A. G. F. Mitchell (203892). 15th Mar.. 1946.

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 16. dated 18/4/46). 
The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (T/Capt.) (A/Maj.) to be 

T/MAJ. and W.S./CAPT. :
L. H. Wintgens (140264), 16th Oct., 1945.

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 16. dated 18/4/46). 
The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (A/Capt.) to be T/CAPT. 

(B.AjO.R.).
J. M. O. Turner (121840), 16th Jan., 1946.

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 16. dated 18/4/46). 
The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (A/Capt.) to be T/CAPT. :

D. A. Kirby (200928), 22nd Jan., 1946.
(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 16. dated 18/4/46). 

The undermentioned 2nd/Lts. to be W.S./LTS. :
J. R. King (357260) 13th April, 1946.
G. Waters (357668), 13th April, 1946.

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 16. dated 18/4/46). 
The undermentioned has been granted T/MAJ. and 

W.S./CAPT. in India Orders :
E. R. C. Mathews (197303), 26th Nov., 1944.

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 16. dated 18/4/46). 
The undermentioned W.S./Lts. (A/Capts.) to bo 

T/CAPTS. :
S. V. J. Venn (303826), 14th Jan., 1946.
M. A. F. Frost (220063). 19th Jan., 1946.
I. McLennan (327548), 7th Feb., 1946.

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 16. dated 18/4/46). 
The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (A/Capt.) to be T/CAPT. :

C. F. Willis (97009). 28th Mar.. 1946 (B.A.O.R.).
(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 16. dated 18/4/46). 

The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (A/Capt.) to be T/CAPT. :
L. H. Morris (198829), 8th Oct., 1945.

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 17, dated 25/4/46)
The undermentioned 2nd/Lt. to be W.S./LT. :

J. M. Ashcroft (357922). 23rd Mar.. 1946.
(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 17, dated 25/4/46).

RELINQUISHMENTS.
The undermentioned relinquishes T/Capt. :

Lt. (T/Capt.) E C. O. Deane (176339). 16th Jan., 1946.
(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 13. dated 28/3/46). 

The undermentioned W.S./Lts. (T/Capts.) relinquish 
T/Capt. :

J. D. James (41693), 22nd June, 1945.
P. E. Robins (200930), 21st Jan., 1946.

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 13. dated 28/3/46). 
The undermentioned Capt. (T/Maj.) relinquishes T/Maj.:

N. East (48789). 16th Jan., 1946.(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 13. dated 28/3/46). 
The undermentioned W.S./Capt. (T/Maj.) relinquishes 

T/Maj. :
R. W. Balbernie (177815), 28th Jan., 1946.(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 14, dated 4/4/46). 

The notifications regarding the IJ/M in W.O. Orders are 
C R I lC S llG d  ■

No. 5/1946 Lt. (A/Capt.) D. O. Faulkner (67438).
(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 14, dated 4/4/46). 

The undermentioned W.S./Capt. (T/Maj.) relinquishes 
T/Maj. :

D. H. Robins (186233), 28th Jan., 1946.(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 14, dated 4/4/46). 
The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (T/Capt.) relinquishes

T/Capt.:
T. D. Bell (229792), 28th Jan., 1946.(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 14, dated 4/4/46). 

The notifications regarding the U/'M in W.O. Orders 
(1946) are cancelled :

No. 8. W-S./Lt. (T/Capt.) W. S. Sherriff (174562).(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 14. dated 4/4/46). 
The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (T/Capt.) relinquishes 

T/Capt. :
H. E. Duff (93718). 18th June, 1945.(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 14. dated 4/4/46). 

The undermentioned Lt. (T/Capt.) relinquishes T/Capt. :
B. C. Chandles (77669), 7th Feb., 1946.(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 16. dated 18/4/46). 

The notifications regarding the U/M in W.O. Orders are 
cancelled :

No. 8/1946—W. S./Maj. (T/Lt.-Col.) G. P. Fawcett (52628).
(Extract from W.O- Orders No. 16. dated 18/4/46).
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BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & DEATHS
BIRTHS

BROOKSHAW.—On April 4th, 1946, at Dartford, Kent, to the 
wife of Cpl. Brookshaw, a son, Robin.

CRIGHTON.—On Feb. 26th, 1946, at Islington, London, to the 
wife of Pte. R. Crighton, a son, Robert John.

CUDLIP.—On March 18th, 1946, at Southfields, London, to the 
wife of Lt. J. H. Cudlip, M.M., a daughter, Jean Kathleen.

KEENLYSIDE.—On March 29th, 1946, at Spero Nursing Home, 
Salisbury, to Jean (nee Ruble), wife of Major C. H. 
Keenlyside, The Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment 
■—a daughter.

OSBORNE-PEPPER.—On Feb. 24th, 1946, at South Park, Maid
stone, to the wife of Pte. O. J. Osborne-Pepper—a son, 
Lawrence Frederick.

MARRIAGES
ALDER—GODDARD..—On the 20th April, 1946, at Woolwich, 

London, Pte. A. Alder to Rhoda Goddard.
BOURNER—PIPKIN.—On the 16th March, 1946, at Mitcham, 

Surrey, Pte. A. Boumer, to Maureen Ellen Pipkin.
BROAD—WINTERBOURNE.—On the 20th April, 1946, at 

Lamberhurst, Kent, Pte. C. W. Broad to Lily Rose 
Winterbourne.

HULL—KING.—On the 27th April, 1946, at Edmonton, Middle
sex, Pte. D. Hull to Margaret King.

HUMPHREY—1THUSSELL.— On the 20th April, 1946, at Dept
ford, Pte. J. Humphrey to Florence Ellen Thussell.

FORTHCOMING MARRIAGES
COURTNEY—KEMPTHORNE.—The engagement is announced, 

and the marriage will take place shortly, between Lt.- 
Colonel Godfrey Basil Courtney, M.B.E., M.C., The Queen’s 
pwn Royal West Kent Regiment, youngest son of the 
late Basil T. Courtney and of Mrs. Courtney, and Susan 
Eastlake Kempthome, of Oriel Cottage, Alverstoke, Hamp
shire, widow of Surgeon Commander HT de B. Kempthome,
R.N., and youngest daughter of the late Dr. and Mrs. 
Wharram H. Lamplough.

KEATES—SPARKES.—The marriage will take place at St. 
Matthews Church, Borstal, at 2.30 p.m., on 3rd August, 
1946, between Leslie Frank Keates (6342687), youngest son 
of the late Mr. and Mrs. J. H. W. Keates, and Joyce 
Audrey Sparkes, youngest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. E. 
Sparkes, of 146, Borstal Road, Rochester. Address as 
above.

PLAISTOWE—AUSTIN.—The engagement is announced of Cap
tain Francis Plaistowe, R.W.K. Regt. (attached U.K. Army 
Liaison Staff, Melbourne), son of Mr. and Mrs. Harry 
Plaistowe, of Paris (now at Egerton House, Buxton Road, 
Eastbourne), and Joan, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. E. W. 
Austin, of Yallambee, Beaufort, Victoria. The marriage 
will take place on- April 11th, in Australia.

SIBREE—MISKIN.—The engagement is announced between 
Major J. H. D. Sibree, M.B.E., M.C., The Queen’s Own 
Royal West Kent Regiment, eldest son of Mr. and Mrs.
H. J. H. Sibree, of Trevena, Sevenoaks. Kent, and Eliza
beth, youngest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. F. Miskin, of 4 
Mereworth Lawn, Borough Green, Kent

TURPIN—BANKS.— The engagement is announced between 
Captain James Edmund Michael Turpin, M.C., The Queen’s 
Own Royal West Kent Regiment, son of the Rev. Canon
M. E. and Mrs. Turpin, of St. Simon’s Vicarage, West 
Coast, Demerara, British Guiaha, and Jeanne Audrey 
Banks, eldest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. R. D. Banks, of 
Bank House, Hatton, and Craig Var, Nuwara Eli^a, Ceylon.

IN MEMORIAM
ASHTON.—Lt. R, C. The Quean's Own Royal West Kent 

Regt.—In proud and precious memory of our beloved 
Ronald, killed in action in Tunisia, April 27th, 1943. Ever 
in our thoughts—Mum, Dad and David.

ARCHER.—In loving memory of our gallant and beloved hus
band, David H- Archer, M.C., Maj., Queen’s Own Royal West 
Kent Regt., killed in action Tunisia, April 30th, 1943, 
aged 27 years, elder son of the late Lt.-Colonel Aroher 
and Mrs. Archer, and husband of Marion.

INVICTA.
BURKE, Michael, so precious and beloved, our darling son 

and brother, Major, Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regt., 
and Reconnaissance Corps, killed in action in Tunisia, 
on May 6th, 1943, aged 23 years (mentioned in dispatches, 
Dunkirk, 1940). Without him there is shadow for ever 
now, where once there was sun.

Honours and Awards
In recognition of gallant and distinquished services in 

North-West Europe.
Maj. (temp.) De S. H. Lewis-Bamed, M.C. (13698).
Capt. (temp.) M. F. Jupp (180270).

--------- ♦---------
NAAFI IN THE FAR EAST

Those whose duties are taking them to the Far East will 
be glad to hear that Naaff amenities are becoming increasingly 
available there.

Clubs, canteens and bulk-issue stores have been estab
lished throughout the Far East—-In Malaya, Burma, Siam, 
French-Indo-Chlna, Hong Kong, Java, Sumatra and Borneo. 
A chain of establishments in Ceylon has existed for some 
time and enjoyed immense popularity.

The Naaff flag -flies .again above Imperial Court, Singapore, 
and the well-known'.crest of the canteen service is seen in 
Rangoon, Bangkok, Hong Kong, Saigon, among other towns 
and cities of S.E.A.O. and the Far -East, and in jungle and hill 
stations where war still raged comparatively recently.

In January, 1946, fierce fighting still continued along the 
perimeter of Sourabaya, Java. The EFI—Expeditionary Forces 
Institutes—were there, and their Commander wrote: “The 
streets of Sourabaya resemble devastated Hamburg, but EFI 
is much to the tore, and newly-arrived EFI personnel are 
delighted to find that they are immensely popular. Mobile 
canteens are doing a fine job in the forward areas.”

World-famous Far East Clubs were quickly converted by 
Naaff into other ranks’ clubs, including the Selangor Club 
at Kuala Lumpar, Malaya. This club, popularly known now 
as "The Spotted Dog,” is heavily patronised. There is also 
an officers’ club in the same area, and one for Indian other 
ranks in the Selangor Club annex.

The Singapore Swimming Club is now open for all ranks, 
and a wide range of amenities is available. At Singapore, 
the Pegasus Club for Warrant Officers and Sergeants is in 
full swing, and there: is an Officers’ Club at Tanglin.

Also at Singapore is Naafl’s well-known “Shackle Club.” 
where many popular stage stars have appeared on their Far 
East tours.

In four Naafl d u b s now open at Rangoon—one for Bri
tish other ranks, one for Indian other ranks, one for Warrant 
Officers and Sergeants, one for Officers—visitors find amenities 
which rival those in Naafl Clubs set up in the United King
dom and Western Europe. British other ranks have the former 
Boat Club, and Indian other ranks the Lake dub.

Naafl has brought back to Hong Kong and Kowloon a 
good deal of the pre-war atmosphere of those cities. Forces 
stationed there have two Naafl Clubs. The Salamander at 
Kowloon—open to other ranks—has swimming-pool, theatre, 
cinema, billiards room, reading room and library with nearly
3,000 books. A dance orchestra plays regularly in this Club.

Indian units stationed throughout Ole Far East have a 
number of their own Naafl Clubs and canteens. Special 
Indian dishes are available in these.

Girls of Naafl’s EFI—looking most attractive in the well- 
known “Aussie” hats—are now at work in the Far East for 
the first time in the history of the canteen organisation. They 
are all volunteers, keen as mustard on overseas service, and 
many of them earned the nickname of "Canteen Commandos” 
in other theatres of war.

Naafl has taken over completely in Burma, and a full 
range of canteen goods, from the U.K., Canada and the Middle 
East are to be found in N.A.A.F.I. Bulk-Issue Stores in ten« 
different areas of the country.Naafl canteens are functioning also at the points where 
hundreds of troops are mustered for shipment home on re
patriation or demobilisation.

RE-UNION
The Regimental Re-union will be held in Maidstone on 

Sunday, 28th duly; further details will be published next 
month. TENT CLUB

Members of the Officers’ Tent Chib may be interested to 
know that' if a pitch can be obtained on the Mote Cricket 
Ground, that it is hoped to have a tent during the Maidstone 
Cricket Week, 24th to 30th July.
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: News from Battalions :

I St BATTALION
The past few weeks have been interesting for the 1st Bn. 

in Greece. On Monday, the 26th March, the Greeks celebrated 
Independence Day; 1821 is still remembered and many and 
varied were the costumes in the processions through Salonika. 
Then, of course, there were the Greek elections on 31st March. 
Fortunately there were no incidents and only the Bn. Sports 
Meeting marked the day.as any different from other Sundays. 
Perhaps the sudden arrival of spring and the freshness and 
colouring of the country was responsible for putting the 
Greeks into a peaceful frame of mind.

The Bn. has been busy putting the Barracks into ship
shape order. Whitewashed splashed overalls has been the 
Spring fashion, and even a coating of distemper on hair and 
face has gone unnoticed in the operation “Blitz." Barrack 
rooms and offices all look the better for our work, the Dining 
Room is the last room to be done, and this will be finished 
very shortly. The Pioneer Platoon has needed an extra guard 
on their stores and Coys, have kept a wary eye on their 
brushes and stocks of paint. The Pioneer Platoon have made 
a first class job of the new canteen. Sgt. A. Geary is Catering 
Manager, and Cpl. Hills has Ptes. Alfy Bodkin and Johnny 
Coxwell, two well-known faces in the Bn's. Canteens in many 
places, on his staff.

VISIT OP THE G.O.C. In C.
The Bn. was honoured, on 23rd March, 1946, by the visit 

of Lt.-General K. N. Crawford, C.B., M.C., who has succeeded 
Lt.-General Sir Ronald Scobie, K.B.E., C.B., M.C., as G.O.C. 
in C. of British Forces in Greece.Accompanied by Maj.-General C. B. Callender, C.B., M.C.,
G. O.C. 4th British Inf. Div. and Brig. A. G. W. Heber-Percy,
D.S.O., commander 12th Inf. Bde., the G.O.C. in C. arrived 
at the entrance to the Barracks and inspected the Bn. Guard 
of Honour which was selected from “C” Coy. and commanded 
by Sgt. M. Garton.

The General was then introduced to the Commanding 
Officer, Lt.-Col. H. P. Braithwaite, D.S.O., and R.S.M. A. J. 
Hayley; the party then proceeded up the drive to the area 
of the Officers’ Mess where the Commanding Officer introduced 
Gen. Crawford to the following members of the Bn. :—Major
H. B. H. Waring, Major D. S. Scull, Major P. J. R. Harris, 
Capt. E. L. Westcott, Major D. J. McLelland, Major W. H. 
Tennant, Capt. R. A. Burke, M.C., Kev. T. D. V. Clatworthy, 
Capt. R. C. E. Mines, M.B.E., Lt. (Q.M.) L. Grice, Lt. R. J. 
Gallilee, M.C., C.S.M. C. Woolley, Sgt. G. Austin, D.C.M., Pte.
S. Drew, Pte. P. Vane, Pte. J. Sunderland, Cpl. R. Breslin, 
L/Cpl. H. Hutson, Pte. P. Saville and Pte. L. Parry.

The Bn. Canteen, known as the Blue Triangle, which had 
been newly opened after hard work by the Pioneer Platoon ana 
Cook Staff, was then visited. The General expressed great 
satisfaction to Sgt. A. Geary (A.C.C.), who manages the cater
ing of the Canteen. The Pioneer Officer, Lt. G. M. Smyth, 
was also congratulated on the result of the work carried out 
by his Platoon.

The party then walked round the Barracks and inspected 
the Bn. Cookhouse where the General was introduced to Sgt. 
A. Willis (A.C.C.) who is in charge of the Cookhouse.

Finally, General Crawford visited the Officers’ Mess to 
view the Bn’s. Colours.

Shortly after midday the General departed.
SPORT.

There have been some keen inter-Coy. and inter-unit games 
during the past month. Afer a few trial games of rugger, 
Major Scull formed a team to play the Div. Signals XV. 
We won this game 26—0, and a week later, full of confidence, 
put out a challenge to the 2nd Bn. R.N.P., who were rather 
better than we were. The score was even greater than our

win over the Signals. L/Cpl. Cotton played a reliable game 
as full-back, the three-quarter-back line included Major Scull, 
Capt. Burke, L/Cpl. Farrell and Pte. Crellin. The half-backs. 
Major Tennant and L/Cpl. Gorman, played well together. Lt. 
Cook was hooker, and the pack, led by the Commanding 
Officer, Lt.-Col. H. P. Braithwaite, included Capt. Loveys, Cpl. 
Mitchell, Capt. Parnacott, C.S.M. Smith, Sgt. Cook and Capt. 
Vane. The Bn. Soccer XI., captained by C/Sgt. Kneller, has 
recently lost such stalwarts as Ptes. Don, Hammond and 
Inskip, and L/Cpl. Jackson. Cpl. Hamilton has come in as 
full-back, and at the moment our forward line is not settled.

Results for March : —
Bn. XI. 1, 17/21 Lancers 1; Bn. XI. 2, 2 R.N.P. 1; Bn. XI. 

1, 14 A/'Tank Regt. 3; Bn. XI. 1, 59 Pd. Coy., R.E. 2; Bn. XI. 1, 
23 Pd. Regt., R.A. 3.

The Hockey XI. has lost only two matches. We have much 
the same team, but with the addition of Cpl. Breselln, of “A" 
Coy., who has proved a reliable half-back.

Results : —
Bn. XI. 1, Bulls 0; Bn. XI. 1, 17/21 Lancers 2; Bn. XI. 

1, Som. L.I. 0; Bn. XI. 2. R.N.P. 4; Bn. XI. 2, 23 Fd. Regt. 
R.A. 0; Bn. XI. 6, Bde. H.Q. 5.

On Greek Election Day, the 31st March, the Bn. Sports 
Meeting was reminiscent of peacetime, including the coloured 
flags and marquee and tea on the lawn! Held on a fine day, 
there were the usual field events, Includineg 100 yards, relays, 
long jump, high jump, throwing the cricket ball, and a few 
novelty races and events. The officers versus the W.Os. and 
Sgts. 100 yards relay caused some excitement and a great 
deal of amusement. The Officers’ team had a good lead from 
the start when the Commanding Officer raced against R.S.M. 
A. J. Hayley and Major D. J. McLelland had an exciting finish 
in the last lap against C.S.M. Smith. In the Old Men’s Race 
(over 35 R.S.M. Hayley was an easy winner, the Q.M., Lt. Grice, 
was second, and the tin of M. and V. Booby Prize was de
servedly won by Padre Clatworthy (it is rumoured that he 
swopped the M. and V. for a bottle of beer) ! Winning team 
was “S” Coy., who put up a very good show indeed. Pte. 
Crellin, of the Carrier Platoon, well deserved the prize for the 
best performance of the day.

RESULTS
Long Jump—1st Pte. Crellin (“S" Coy.), 2nd Pte. Bennett 

("S’’ Coy.).
Throwing Javelin—1st Pte. Wilson (“S” Coy.) 2nd Pte. 

Burton ("B" Coy.).
Throwing Cricket Ball—1st Pte. Keymer (“C” Coy.), 2nd 

Pte. Walker ("S’ Coy.).
High Jump—1st Pte. Barnes ("S" Coy.), 2nd Sgt. Exley, 

Major McLelland ("B" Coy.).
100 yards—1st Pte. Crellin (“S” Coy.), 2nd Sgt. Austin,

D.C.M. (“C” Coy.).
Discuss—1st Lt. George (“H.Q." Coy.) (Greek Interpreter), 

2nd Cpl. Goldsmith (“C” Coy.).
Tug of War—1st “C” Coy., 2nd "S” Coy.
100 yards Relay—1st "S" Coy., 2nd "H.Q.” Coy.
Old Men’s Race 1st R.S.M. A. J. Hayley, 2nd Lt. L. Grice 

(Q.M.).
Best All Round Performance—Pte. Crellin ("S” Coy.).
Swimming will start soon, and already L/Cpl. Kill is 

looking round for water polo players; he hopes to produce 
an equally successful team as we had last year.

Cpl. Julie Levy seems to have an inexhaustable capacity 
for work and sport. Besides his normal “I” work he is assist
ing the Unit Press reporter with commentaries on Sports 
events. He is a member of "H.Q.” Coy’s, winning hockey team 
and Is the secretary of the Bn. Entertainments Committee, 
producing all our stylish posters and organising entertain
ment in the "Blue Triangle” canteen. He has recently won 
the Bn. Table Tennis knock-out competition.

In our next contribution we shall be able to write of 
the draft from the 6th Bn. who are shortly joining us. No 
doubt there will be a number of meetings of old friends.
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“H.Q.” Company
“H.Q.” Coy., commanded by Major D. S. Scull, has had 

few changes since our last .contribution, but very shortly we. 
are losing Capt. B. B. Brook, who has been with the Queen’s 
Own since March, 1941, the past nine months with the 1st 
Bn. and before that with the 4th. Capt. Brook has been Edu
cation Officer for some months and PM.O, Capt. s. J-. Venn,
I.O. and Entertainments Officer is leaving to go Python. ■ The 
Dance Band has been under his guidance and is now well- 
known as one of the best bands in the area. C.S.M. R. Smith 
will also be leaving, despite the efforts of the Sgts’. Mess to 
make him sign on!

The Coy. Clerk is now Cpl. Whelan, who was with the 6th 
Bn. in Italy, until captured at the Sangrp. He was released 
by the Americans in Germany. The Quartermaster depart
ment is settling down under the new Q.M., Lt. L. Grice.
R.Q.M-S. Danny Heskett is still with us. The Q.M. .staff 
has remained much the same since the Bn. came to Greece, 
with Pte. F. Bultitude, the Q.M’s. Clerk, L/Cpl. Smith, Pte. 
Haines and Pte. Saville. Pte. Haines was originally with the 
5th Bn, Pte. “Freda” Saville is our oldest member now, hav
ing served with the Bn. for over 21 years. He is in demand 
as a Hockey Umpire and still plays a very good game for the 
Bn. XI. The only cooks who remain from those who came 
abroad with the Bn. are Sgt. “Ginger” Willis and Cpl. Whit
more. We have recently lost Cpl. “Bronco" Brown who has 
gone on release. Sgt. W. Nunn is now M.T. Sgt., having 'taken 
over from Sgt. John Whittick, M.M., who has recently left. 
Sgt. Whittick was a keen sportsman and a very hard working 
and helpful M.T. Sgt. Cpl. Pepper, Ptes. Brown and Evans 
have also left; they have driven vehicles in Africa, Italy and 
Greece with the Bn. . . . .

Is /Cpl. Hambrow is now M.T. clerk, but he too, is leaving 
in a few weeks. The Sports Storemen are Ptes. H. Kilby and 
“Nick” Carter, who have both, served with the Bn. since 1940. 
The R.A.P. staff has altered little; in the past year; Sgt. Tom 
Meadows, L/Cpl. Jenkins and Pte, "Chopper” Sewell are 
familiar faces. L/Cpl. Gorman is at present in hospital; he 
would otherwise probably be in the Brigade boxing team.

“A” Company
Major P. J. R. Harris now commands “A”, Coy. The Coy. 

has said goodbye to Sgts. Potter and Wheatley, and Cpls. 
Driscoll and Mitchell, who, along with several other charac
ters, will be missed. Cpl. Driscoll was the Bn. football referee 
and lt will be difficult to find one as keen and fair as he 
was. Cpl. Swaffer is probably known to many old members 
of the Batt. He has recently gone on detachment to the 
Divisional School. During the Greek elections the Coy. was 
formed into a mobile column, just in case there were distur
bances in the town. Luckily we were not needed, and Brigade
H.Q. arranged an enjoyable concert for the evening.

“B” Company
Capt. E. L. Westcott, who has commanded B Coy. since 

Capt. E. A. McFarland left in March, is also leaving. Capt. 
“Bill” Westcott was at one time Batt. Sports Officer; he has 
been the Bn. XI. goalkeeper since joining the Bn. eighteen' 
months ago. C.S.M. Relf is one of the oldest members of 
the Coy.; he has been with the Queen’s Own for. seventeen 
years. Sgt. W. Palmer has had a part-time job for several 
weeks instructing a Greek Army unit. He has found this 
hard work but very satisfying, and has seen some results. 
Both Sgt. Palmer and Sgt. Bevan are about to leave us. 
Sgt. Ockwell and Cpl. Hodd have left for a course in the 
United Kingdom. Sgt. Exley has gone as an Instructor at 
the Divisional School, leaving the Coy. with only two senior
N.O.Os., L/Sgt. Messider and L/Sgt. Wickham. Two well- 
known characters of the Coy., L/Cpl. Hutson and Pte. “Dusty” 
Miller, left in March. We wish them both the very best 
of luck in civvy street.

“C” Company
C Coy. has been the holding Coy. for the men recently 

posted back to their Regts. It was with regret that we 
styw them go; for they entered, into the life of the Batt. 
with enthusiasm and keenness. Major D. J. McLelland is 
still Coy. Commander, with Capt. M. A. F. Frost as second 
in command, and 2nd Lieut. W. M. Hills. C.S.M. Woolley 
Sgt. Austin, D.O.M., Sgt. Conrathe and Sgt. Bailey and Cpl. 
Court are amongst the members of the Coy. remaining. Sgt. 
Garton and L/Sgt.. Brown are going on an N.C.O.’s course 
in the United Kingdom very shortly. The Coy says good-bye 
to a very old and faithful member, Pte. Stanley Sclater, for

two years the Coy. Clerk. He has always had the well-being 
of the Coy. at heart and his cheerful manner and conscien
tious work endeared him to the whole Coy. C Coy. did 
not win the Soccer Knock-out competition, -as: we had hoped, 
and we lost our game in the Ho'ckCy Tournament, but we 
have been well satisfied with the spirit and: keeness of all 
the games played. ,

Support Company
“Tempiis Fugit,” and on its wings have gone S Coy’s 

Colour Sgt. and Coy. Clerk.. We shall.miss C.Q.M.S. Charlie 
Dormer and Pte. Horrigan, the Coy. Clerk, for they have 
rendered yeoman service to the Coy. and the grand co
operative spirit engendered with their help, made for the 
highest efficiency in Coy. administration. For the moment, 
Sgt. Bunyari has stepped into the “colour” scheme and Pte. 
Roberts shows that within a short time he will have matters 
completely under control.—and his concentration whilst 
striving to master the intricacies of the typewriter is most 
impressive! The places vacated by Sgt.-Cator -of the Mortar 
Platoon, and Sgt. Reynolds, will be difficult to fill, and the 
Coy. was more than sorry to say goodbye to Cpl- Wayland.
C.S.M. Benn has unfortunately been in hospital, but he is 
back wih us and hope to sefe him with the Hockey XI. again 
very soon. The Coy. were most successful at the Bn. Sports 
Meeting; we were winning team, with a lead of 15 points. 
It gave us great satisfaction, too, to see Pte. Crellin receive 
the prize for the best performance of the day. We are at 
present the holders of the Knock-out Football Competition 
Trophy, and in a few days meet “H.Q.” Coy. in the final of 
the Hockey Championship. Finally, as Major. W. H. Tennant 
is going to the Middle East on a course, before his release in a 
months time, a few words of appreciation for his untiring 
work. Major Tennant has been with us for a long time and 
he has moulded the Coy. into a real team. His humour and 
his keenness for sport have ensured a remarkably fine spirit 
and one that has always got the best out of the men. We 
wish him the very best of luck.

♦

md BATTALION
The last month has seen the Bn. still working hard, but 

playing hard, too. The work never seems to cease; in fact, 
it seems quite incredible what a unit in B.A.O.R. is expected 
by higher authority to achieve, and still more astonishing, 
what it actually does achieve, when you take into considera
tion the ever-increasing drain on its manpower. In addition 
to our normal ■ occupational-duties, a comprehensive system of 
training has been introduced, whereby one section per platoon 
and later one platoon per Coy. is struck off duties in rotation, 
so that they can concentrate on serious training. The rest 
of the Coy. has then to bear the brunt of the guards and 
other multifarious duties. However, in spite of the persis
tent moans of C.S.Ms. and Orderly Sgts. that they have not 
enough men, the work gets done and quite a lot of time Is 
found for sport. Football, Boxing, Hockey and Cross-country 
Running have been in full swing; a full account of these 
activities will be found later on in this contribution.

The recent spell of gobd weather, lent a great fillip to our 
efforts in the sporting world; we have had a period of hot, 
spring sunshine in cloudless blue skies, when shirt sleeves 
were the order of the day. It has turned cooler again, but— 
touch wood—we have had no more downpours of ram to turn 
our. football grounds into duckponds and the cross-country 
course into quagmire. We only hope we don’t have to pay 
for our fine weather later on. ■

Since our last contribution we have said “farewell” to 
many old stalwarts of the Bn., who have returned to Civvy 
Street with Group 27. Amongst these who have left us are
R.S.M. Pratt, C/Sgt. Ansell, Sgt. Small, Ellison, Simmonds,
Sodeau, Kirby, Harris, Court and ■ Brown.......... and so one
could continue the list of all fifty-four names. We thank 
them all for the excellent work they have done for the Bn. 
and wish them every success and happiness on their return 
to civilian life. We shall miss for some time many familiar 
faces.

We congratulate those who have been promoted to fill 
the places of those who have gone; the list of promotions is 
a long one, too long to be repeated in tote, but perhaps we 
shall be forgiven if we single out a few names for mention.
R.Q.M.S. Dumbrell has taken over the duties of R.SM., while 
C/Sgt. Shaw has stepped into his shoes in the Q.M’s. depart
ment. Sgts. Cooper and Smith have become C/Sgts. to “H.Q.” 
and “O” Coys, respectively, while L/Sgt. Lown and Cpl. Caston
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have now the tasks of M.T. and Technical Sgts. respectively. 
Cpl. Galvin has now taken over the duties of Signal Sgt. from 
Sgt. Sodeau. Space does not permit us to continue the list, 
but to all those who have assumed new appointments, we 
wish every success in their jobs and we feel sure that they 
will prove worthy successors to their predecessors.

Our congratulations, too, go to Lt. and Mrs. J. Cudlip 
on becoming the proud parents of a daughter.

We have said “goodbye” to Major R. E. Moss on his de
parture for the Staff College; we wish him all the very best 
on his course and in the appointments he will no doubt 
assume afterwards.

The Queen’s Own School is now In full swing in its 
luxurious establishment—the envy of the rest of the En.- 
outside Northeim. Three short general courses have been 
completed for the benefit of the men about to be demobbed, 
and have proved not only popular, but useful, too, in putting 
the men in the picture again for their return to civilian 
life. A short account of the School appears later in this 
issue with a picture of the exterior of the establishment. A 
start has been made on vocational training with a very suc
cessful fortnight’s Carpentry Course under the able direction 
of Sgt. Byford of the Pioneer Platoon.

Boar shooting has been in full swing and up to date 
“Sp” and “A” Coys, share the honours for first place with 
a score of seven each. The lucky (?) huntsmen in “Sp” Coy. 
were C.S.M. Dunton, Sgt. Morris, Sgt. Fox and Cpl. Child-— 
one each—how the other three boars met their fate seems 
to be a mystery—while in “A” Coy. Cpls. Ameson and Ether
idge, Ptes. Bannister and Mullervey and the Forstmeister have 
slain one each, and Pte. Monk two. "B" Coy. is next on the 
list with a score of four; Capt. M. B. Rlckcord has accounted 
for two of the total, while Ptes. Crighton and Playfoot have 
one each to their credit. Next we have “D” Coy. with a score 
of one, shot by Pte. Frost, whose picture appears in this 
issue. Last, but not least, come “C” and "H.Q.” Coys., who 
have failed to shoot any boar at all. In fact, “H.Q.” Coy. 
seems to be in doubt as to what a boar looks like, as their 
official score to date is one Alsatian dog, one large pine tree 
and one fox.

We welcome to the Bn. two more new officers : —
Lt. R. Ainsworth, the Buffs, posted to “D” Coy.; Lt. J. 

Carter, R.W.K., posted to “B” Coy.; and we hope they will 
enjoy their stay with us. "The Celestial.”

Erratum.—March Edition Q.O.G., 2nd Bn. Football Team. 
Page 46, fourth man along, back row (goalie)—for 
Pte. Cooper (“A" Coy.) read Pte. Powell (“D” Coy.).

Since the Bn. left Malines the Education Section has at 
last been given the opportunity to spread itself and get down 
to its task. We have been given, as the photograph suggests, 
a rather fine-looking building, two miles out of Northeim.

This building, now known by the above title, was before 
being requisitioned a German Remedial Home for Children.

QUEEN’S OWN SCHOOL

Its situation is one of the finest for miles around, standing, 
as it does, at the top of a hill amidst trees which half screen 
it from view and overlooking the broad valley in which Nor
theim rests.

To offset somewhat the walk down the hill to Northeim, 
and the journey back, we have been able to provide a can
teen as well as certain limited recreational facilities, and 
keen rivalry over the table tennis is often evident.

At present our realm of activity is limited to short educa
tional courses for men due for early demobilisation, and we 
have tried, with the material and time available, to fit those 
who come here for “Civvy Street” by brushing up their know
ledge of mathematics and English and giving them an insight 
into the workings of the Commercial World. Also we have 
included, current with the modern trend, a fair amount of 
time devoted to lessons on Central and Local Government. 
British Empire and Law and Administration in order to put 
them in the picture regarding the Government of their own 
country and of the Empire. When we commenced work here 
we were somewhat dubious as to the reception our lessons 
would get, but the demand for more soon dispelled any fears 
we had about being unpopular. In fact we have been much 
encouraged and helped by the attention paid and the con
structive criticisms made by students attending the courses.

As time goes by we Intend to make ourselves and the 
school a really popular and useful part of the Bn.

SPORTS
With the departure of snow, sporting activities have re

commenced with renewed zeal in the Bn. The long period of 
inactivity which had ensued as a result of moving, settling 
In and climatic conditions, was responsible for a certain 
amount of unfitness, but this was soon overcome by the large 
scale participation of all ranks in various energetic games.

Football has once again been well in the fore, and most 
Coys, possess good pitches in the Immediate vicinity of their 
areas. The inter-Coy. League has restarted and the chief items 
of interest is the defeat of the league leaders. “C” Coy., by 
“Sp” Coy. to the tune of 6 goals to nil. The only other match 
played to date resulted in “C” Coy. defeating “B” Coy. by 
2—1 in a hard-fought match. In addition to Coy. matches, 
several strong games have been played against German teams. 
The standard of play has been very high, with little indication 
of lack of calories on the part of our opponents. Such has 
been the enthusiasm for Soccer, that even the unbeaten 
officers team took the Held and maintained its wonderful 
record, beating’ a batman and mess staff combine by 2 goals 
to 1. »Latest placlngs in the Inter-Coy. League are as follows: —

P W L D F APts.
“C” Coy..................... 6 5 1 0 18 16 10
“Sp” Coy...................  5 3 2 0 13 9 6
“D” Coy.....................  5 3 2 O i l  8 6
“B” Coy.....................  5 1 3 1 7 8 3
“H.Q.” Coy................. 4 1 3 0 3 7 2
“A” Coy.....................  3 0 2 1 4 6 1

In higher formation football, Sgt. Elliott (“D”), L/Cpl. 
Dimmick (“B”), Cpl. McTaggert (“C”) and Pte. Dawkin (“Sp”) 
have all had trials for the Divisional Team, Sgt. Elliott being 
picked once for a representative match.The Bn. Boxing Team, having won the Div. Comp, by 
virtue of a walk-over, fought the winners of 43 Div. (5
D.C.L.I.), on Friday. 15th March, 1946, in the 30th Corps Dis
trict Inter-Unit semi-final. A very enjoyable evening’s boxing 
was witnessed and though both sides finished level with 16 
points each, 5 D.C.L.I. were announced as winners as they won 
6 bouts to our 5.Superior fitness on the part of 5 D.C.L.I. was apparent, 
and this can be attributed to the short time in which the 
Bn. Team had to train in consequence of the move from 
Belgium.Individual results were as follows (2nd R.W.K. man is 
first-named in each case) : —Bantam—Pte. Bates, R., “H.Q.” Coy., beat Pte. Chantley, 
by a knock-out in the second round.Feather-weight—Pte. Schofield, F., “Sp" Coy., beat L/Cpl. 
Hatter on points.Light-weight—C.S.M. Cowlard, H.. “B" Coy., lost to Pte. 
Smith, after a very close fight.Pte. Levy, H., “D” Coy., lost to Pte. Maule on a knock
out.Welter-weight—C/Sgt. Ansell, A., “C” Coy., beat Pte.
Ward on points by a narrow margin.L/Cpl. Saward, T., “H.Q." Coy., beat Pte. Johnson comfort
ably on points.Pte. Dance, J., “D” Coy. beat Pte. Buchanan on a foul.

Middle-weight—Lt. P. Revell, “H.Q.” Coy., lost to Pte. 
Markie by a narrow points margin.
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Pte. Wood, F., “D” Coy., lost to L/Sgt. Buckley on a 

knock-out in the second round.Light Heavy-weight—Lt. K. M. Hunting lost to Pte. Wey- 
bourne by a very narrow points margin.

Heavy-weight—Pte. Rowe, A., “B” Coy. lost to Major Glen- 
ville after a fairly even fight.The following are congratulated on their award of Bn. 
Boxing Colours for season 1945-46 : —

Pte. Wood, F. (“C” Coy.), Pte. Levy, H. ("D” Coy.), Lt.
K. M. Hunting (“H.Q.” Coy.), L/Cpl. Saward, T. ("H.Q.” Coy.), 
Pte. Schofield, F. (“Sp” Coy.).An inter-Coy. Novices Boxing Competition is due to take 
place during the last week in April, and it is hoped to find 
worthy talent for next season’s boxing team.

In the individual boxing class, Pte. Bates has fought in 
a Combined Services Boxing Team against Denmark, and has 
been picked for the B.A.O.R. team taking part in the Army 
Championships at Aldershot.One Bn. Hockey Match against the 2nd Northants, in 
the Bde. Competition, has been played—but the team was 
defeated 6 goals to nil. Further matches have been arranged 
and more hopeful results are anticipated for the next issue 
of the Q.O.G. The construction of a. five a side pitch near 
Bn. H.Q. may offset the lack of practice so far.Training for the Inter-Coy. Cross Country run is in full 
swing, and the first series of 3 runs is due to take place on 
11th April. From this run it is hoped to pick the Bn. Team 
which will participate in the Bde. Cross Country event.

“H.Q.” Company
Twenty-seven Group have left, twenty-eight and nine 

are straining at the leash and all groups up to thirty-five 
wear a happy, “couldn’t care less’’ expression.

Promotion is rapid—or so they tell me—and some who 
wore no distinctive bianco on their arms in England will 
soon bo drinking their promotion in the Sgts’. Mess. Here 
mention must be made of Cpls. Bowen and Galvin, to be 
our future “I” Sgt. and Sigs. Sgt., and on no account must 
Sgt.-Inst. Halpin (Northeim University) be forgotten.

Boar shooting seems to have gone out of fashion, or 
season, or something, and so the cook-house no longer 
benefits from the boars which we might have shot. Cook 
Sgt. Banham has, nevertheless, been looking worried, but 
I hear he was working out a system for the fair distribu
tion of calories. The Sgts’ Mess were greatly cheered to
hear that there were large numbers of them in a glass
of wine. A Pte. was heard to remark, however, that if 
calories made the Canteen beer what lt is, he would pre
fer to starve on Bass.

Whilst Capt. Ford is on leave, Capt. Faulkner has been 
acting as Coy. Commander, and his . order to wear shirt 
sleeves brought a speedy end to the run of fine weather, 
with a blizzard. The man who said it might also end
the cross-country runs was merely thinking wishfully.

During the fine weather the opportunity was taken to 
play football, and several thrilling matches have been played, 
but none so breath taking as the demonstration match be
tween the Officers and the Officers’ Mess Staff, which at 
least went to prove the age old saying, “Ho who shoots a 
dog can also shoot a goal.”

“Spots."
H.Q. Company Signal Platoon

During the past week we bade farewell to some of our 
veterans. Sgt. fiodeau, Cpl. McAuliffe, “Curly” Marchant, 
and Pte. Osborne have all returned to Civvy Street, and 
the Signals must now face the future without the accus
tomed support of these stalwarts.

Our recent attachments, the Signal Class, have sup
plied us with one or two star footballers, and with their 
aid we have once more elevated our reputation in sports 
circles.

Stray signals picked up on our 18 sets reveal that you 
can’t be a bass player and Att. “B” at the same time.

We are always lending ourselves to jobs in the Coy. 
not connected with Signalling. Whilst at Malines we vir
tually managed the whole lot. Our latest effort has been 
our chief, Capt. Faulkner, who has taken over Coy. Com
mander. “Wilco Out.”

Sergeants’ Mess H.Q. Company
The theme of our second report from Hardegsen is 

“The old order changeth, yielding place to new.” We had

gladness in our voices when we said goodbye to such 
staunch companions as R.S.M. Pratt, “Free-o” Harris, 
and Simmonds; but it was with the gladness that is too 
easily assumed with the aid of good things to eat and 
drink. Now we are sober again we realise that although 
we wish them all the very best in “Civvy Street” we are 
genuinely sorry to to see them go.

Of course such losses necessitates re-organisation and 
our congratulations go to R.S.M. Dumbrill, R.Q.M.S. Shaw 
and C.Q.M.S. Cooper on their new appointments—the last 
named by the way is often seen wandering about with a 
release form in one hand and a book of 108s in the other, 
murmuring in a dazed voice Class “B” or not Class “B”— 
that is the question.

Welcome to new members of the mess—Sgts. Caston, 
Bowen and Rutland, and may they settle down to a long 
and happy life in the Mess (they should do judging by 
their Group Numbers). With that thought in mind and 
two minutes silence for 64 Group, I must bid farewen 
for yet another month.

“Doc.”
M.T. Section, “H.Q.” Company

Since our last entry in the Q.O.G. we have been fully 
engaged at our new abode in Germany, in the process 
known as “settling down.” It appears that this will be 
going on for some considerable time with the demob, pro
ceeding at its present pace.

Just recently we waved goodbye to three of our most 
notable (or notorious?) personalities—Sgt. “San-Fairy-
Gasmask” Ellison (how X loved his rasping voice), Sgt. 
“PhsycBological" Simmonds and Cpl. “Happy Days” Hall. 
We thank them for their help in the past and sincerely 
wish them the very best of health, happiness and pros
perity in the future.

The few remaining N.C.Os. are now hopefully await
ing for an additional issue of Q.M’s. “dog legs.”

I notice our knowledge of the German language is 
steadily improving and many of us can now speak it quite 
fluently. Why, only a few days ago I heard one of our 
drivers remarking in excellent German, apart from a few 
censored adjectives. “Das Auto ist Kaput,” “Nix Good.”

At long last Spring appears to have arrived and with 
it the sun, which has dried up our vehicle park consider
ably, so that it is no longer necessary for our drivers to 
wade out through a quagmire of mud three feet deep to 
reach their trucks. Instead they are now busily engaged 
in chipping off chunks of cement deposited by the local 
Fabrik, in order, as it should be in a good M.T. Section, 
to keep the wheels turning.

“W (rec)k.”
“A” Company

During March the weather was ideal for the sport of 
boar hunting and our total bag of boars was seven, five of 
which were shot on the same day. Pte. Knock, who has 
now been demobilised with Group 27, shot two of them, 
and as this was quite a good effort the local forester had 
the tusks mounted for him and he proudly took them back 
to Blighty. The local population have got quite used to 
the dances of this Coy. and every Saturday we have a 
good attendance. Indoor hockey, which was mentioned last 
month, has become an obsession with some of the men
of the Coy., and they are now seen on Saturday after
noons and Sundays knocking a block of wood 2 x 3  inches 
around the floor of the old cinema.

A point that we think is worth a mention in this 
epistle is the fact that leave to the United Kingdom is now 
in operation for the Bn., and we all hope that we are 
the next on the leave roster. Group 27 have also arrived 
in England by now; we were sorry to lose them, not only 
because the guards come round oftener, but because there
were a lot of fine lads amongst them. We had quite a
party the night before they left, just to give them some
thing to remember us by.

During the latter days of the month the Coy. provid”-* 
the guard for 30 Corps H.Q. and we are very pleased to 
say that we were highly commended by the Corps Commander,

On one of the Sundays this month we played a local 
German team at football and were beaten bv four goals 
to one. The reason for this, of course, was the fact that 
we had so many of our players on leave, guards, etc., 
that lt was impossible to turn out anything but a scratch 
team against them.
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Although you may probably think from this article that 

we are doing a lot of boar hunting and otherwise enjoy
ing ourselves, we do not want to give the impression that 
we are not playing our part in the occupation of Germany, 
for we are also taking our role seriously and shall continue 
to do so until we are either caught in the arms of demob, 
or the wanderlust of the War Office.

“B” Company
None will deny that winter has at length given way to 

spring, with consequent improvement in the general vista. 
Even the local football pitch has recently shown signs of 
emerging from the floods beneath which it has hitherto 
been submerged. Keenly contested matches have been the 
order of the day, and international contests have upheld 
supremacy of British football in spite of technical 
and other differences.

An earnest endeavour has been made to re-start train
ing with the nucleus which is now available, and stray 
shots once more whistle over the cab of the 10.20 as it 
wends its weary way from Uslar to Northeim past the Coy. 
30 yard range. ’ The C.S.M. has put to good, if erratic, use 
knowledge previously gained in the A.A. Platoon by scar
ing the life out of local winged creatures.

Several old friends have departed under the Demob, 
scheme, prominent amongst whom is Sgt. “Free-O” Harris, 
Cpls. Rodwell and Law, Ptes. Ray and Usher and the in
defatigable “Hudson.” We heartily wish them all
every success and happiness in Civvy Street, whilst anxiously 
checking up on our own A. and S. numbers.

Coy. dances are proving as successful and popular as 
ever, and ’fcis whispered, are setting a criterion to the 
remainder of the Bn. in the terpchorian field. Language 
seems to prove an ever-decreasing difficulty, understanding 
usually being reached after a combination of repetition and 
semaphore.

Transport is an administrative headache, no W.D. 
vehicle being able to stand up for long to the severe strain 
imposed upon it by continuously traversing pot-holed roads 
which are a legacy of the Wehrmacht. To take on charge 
a quantity of horse transportation would seem to suggest 
itself as one possible solution of the problem.

Finally, to all ex-members of "Baker” Coy., wherever 
they may be—we extend sincere greetings and best wishes.“Ben.”

“C” Company
Hullo readers—this is Charlie Coy. coming up for

another month’s review of interesting happenings.
Spring has burst upon us in its full glory, and shirt 

sleeves are the order of the day, and already there are 
distinct signs of “browning off.” The most noticeable
difference from English spring is the absence of flowers in 
the gardens, as it is forbidden to grow them here so that 
all available growing space can be allotted to vegetables. 
Off duty hours are largely spent in the woods which sur
round the town, offering quite a beauty of their own in 
this part of the country. Beside boar shooting in these 
woods, many of the lads are smitten with spring fever, 
and on Sunday afternoons can be observed taking 
(Botany?) lessons, and admiring the local beauty with the 
local beauties.

While we are in the outdoor mood, we turn to sport. 
A grand, but stiff game of football was played on the local 
stadium ground against “B” Coy. for the Inter-Coy. League, 
which ended in our favour, score being “O” Coy. 2, “B.’ 
Coy. 1. Pte. Stanway scored both goals for us. Following 
this game we suffered defeat when playing “SP” Coy. by 
losing 6—1, our one and only goal being again scored 
by Stanway. We attribute our loss to the fact that Cpl. 
McTaggart and Pte. Clarke, 80, were on leave. A friendly 
game was played against the local R.A.S.C. Coy., when 
once again the victory laurels were taken from us as we 
were beaten by a much stronger team 6—3. Cpl. McTag
gart, Ptes, Beverly and Stanway scored for us.

In the inter-unit boxing tournament 2nd R.W.K. v. 2nd 
D.C.L.I., C.Q.MB. Andy Ansell again pulled it off by win
ning his bout on points after a terrific display of endurance. 
Lt. Pete Revell, although putting up a good show was 
beaten by a narrow margin on points—no one was more 
surprised than Pete.We welcome to our midst Lt. W. A. Cordon who has 
settled down and grown accustomed to the Coy. H.Q. form 
and proved an apt pupil, such phrases as “Bang on,” “Just 
the job,” and "Couldn’t care less” tumble from his lips 
without effort.The Coy. has suffered a great loss when C.Q.M.S. Andy

Ansell, Sgt. Arthur Court, and Sgt. Jock Gibson left us to 
take up civilian life once again. We wish them all the 
very best for the future.

Congrats, to the following on their promotion : C.Q.M.S. 
Smudger Smith, ex "SP” Coy., L/Sgt. Lowe, Cpls. Short and 
Gorvin. .

Well, readers, we have run short of minutes, so cheerio. 
Don’t do anything foolish; we will be back again next 
month.

“Lesandy.”
“D” Company

Our monthly contribution always seems to open with 
congratulations to someone or other. This month we hand 
the bouquet to Capt. Archer, M.C., who has been promoted 
Major and has taken over command of the Coy. We wish 
him every success.

To Major R. E. Moss we have said goodbye, on his re
turn to U.K. We thank him, one and all, for the hard 
work he has put into the Coy., and wish him all the best 
in his new surroundings.

To the Coy. has arrived Lt. R. Ainsworth, from the 
Buffs. To him we wish a happy stay, and hope that he 
finds our Coy. as good as his last.

Class “A” and “B” Release have claimed a few of our 
Coy. In Class “A”—Sgt. (Buster) Brown, Cpl. McAuliffe, 
L/Cpl. Chester, Ptes. Lines, Reed, and Robins. In Class 
“B”—Ptes. Nicholls, Saxby. and Wickens. To all of them 
we say “bon voyage”—good luck and good hunting in civvy 
street.

Sport has played a very prominent part in the last 
month. In addition to a number of small (knock-about) 
soccer matches, two take prominence. The Coy. played 
against a Northeim (German) team. The result was a draw 
2—2. C.Q.M.S. Wenham refereed the game (and inci
dentally, wore the pea of his whistle out). Cpl. McTaggart 
(kindly loaned by “C” Coy., due to shortage of men— 
thank you “Charlie”) and L/Sgt. (Scorer) Wallis scored a 
goal a-piece. Sgt. (Dribbler) Elliott unfortunately injured 
his leg during the second half and he had to leave the field.

PTE. FROST, "D” COY.
Otherwise the game might have taken a more favourable 
turn. Senior N.C.Os. played against a team from the Coy., 
which was more of a comedy match than anything else. 
However, the spirit was there, and that is what counted. 
The final score was N.C.Os. 1, Remainder 3. A cross-country- 
run was held,—luckily enough after the warm weather had 
arrived. The “Invincible” C.S.M. (Sprinter) Martell took 
first place and finished like a hare being hunted by a hun-
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gry fox. Whilst talking of cross-country runs, you may be 
interested to know that in the near future the Bn. is 
holding an inter-Coy. competition. Our team can be seen 
daily, dashing up hill and down dale, looking for foxes to 
chase them.

No doubt on the day they will have found them i ! ! 
The Bn. boxing match against the 2nd Bn. D.C.L.I. was 
fought in all earnest. Representing our Coy. was Lt. Hunt
ing and Pte. Levy. The former, unfortunately, lost
on points, and the latter on a K.O. We know the old 
saying "A bad craftsman always blames his tools,” but feel 
certain that this does not apply in their case. Lack of 
training, which was unavoidable, had a lot to do with it. 
The result was a draw of 16 points each, but the match 
was given to the D.C.L.I. on their style, which was slightly 
superior to ours.

If you remember, in our April contribution, we made 
a statement to the effect that our Coy. was swelling in num
bers. Four weeks have passed by; we now cancel that 
statement—definitely, positively. As. no doubt, in all Bns. 
and Commands everywhere, “Release” is claiming numerous 
individuals. In our Coy. things are getting worse than 
awful. The hue and cry now, is “Give us men—any kind, 
shape or size”—The Coy. Commander, C.S.M., and Orderly 
Sergeant talk, think, dream and, now, even pray for men, 
but none make an appearance. We are convinced that even 
“Chad” with all his publicity and glory, would “cover the 
garden wall,” weep continuously, as he made his ever famous 
statement “Wot!—no men?” The Coy. Orderly Sgt., we 
are sure, shoulders the biggest burden of this man-power 
shortage, and so, offering him our heartfelt sympathies, we 
dedicate this verse (to the tune of “Paper Doll”) to him: — 

I'm going to make some paper men to call my own,
Some men the Sgt.-Major cannot steal,—
There will be a great surprise when those little paper guys 
Do guards instead of fellows that are real. „
At six o’clock each night they will be waiting, „
The smartest, cleanest Guard in all the world:
I’d rather have those paper men to call my own 
Than have those grumblin’, grousin’, real live guys.

We do feel on signing off that we should mention that 
the majority of verses that make a monthly appearance 
in our contributions are the work of our Coy. Clerk, with 
very little aid from ourselves, and we thank him very much 
indeed.So, once again, we wish you all—good luck, and all the 
best. "Gone to the Dogs.”

• Support Company
We have now had sufficient time to accustom ourselves 

to life in Germany as it is today, and we are settling down 
very comfortably. The snow has gone, and spring is clearly 
here, though some mornings are still very cold.

Our numbers are sadly depleted by losses under Class 
“A” and ”B‘” Release and by people on leave and on courses, 
but training is going on even harder than before, in the 
intervals between guards and other duties. Our G. 1098 
stores are now almost all here and we shall have our hands 
full for some time to come in putting carriers and anti
tank guns into shape.

Carrier driving is a tricky pastime in this country where 
the people appear to have very little road sense, and where 
the main traffic consists of trains of wagons pulled by
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tractors, or of cow-carts. Some of these carts are pulled by 
two cows, some by two horses, but large numbers are pre
ceded by a team consisting of a horse and cow in harness 
together, and a strange unbalanced pair they look.

On Sunday, 7th April, “C" Coy. football team visited 
Adelebsen to play us at football. The game was very fast 
and well contested, and although we won by six goals to 
one, the play was nothing like so one-sided as the score.

We are sorry to lose many of our older members. Sgts. 
Haigh and Duckett, who have now left for civvy street, 
were very well-known as part of the back-bone of “SP" Coy. 
and they will be missed. So will L/Cpl. Langridge be missed. 
He too Is an eld and tried member of the Coy., and his 
place will be difficult to fill.

We are glad to be able to congratulate many of the 
Coy. on their promotion, of which large numbers have 
taken place recently, and we hope that they will ably fill 
the vacancies left by those who have gone.

-------*-------
5th BATTALION

News from the Eock
This month our ships have started to come in.—The 

Home Fileet, commanded by Admiral J3ir Edward Neville 
Syfret. K.C.B., in H.M.S. Nelson, paid a 10 day visit to the 
Hock, followed, at no great interval, by Admiral Hewitt, 
C. in C. of the American European Fleet, flying his flag in 
the U.S. Cruiser Helena, and escorted by the U.S. Battleship 
Missouri.

For the latter the Bn. provided a guard of honour. It 
was good to see the Regimental Colour on parade again, 
and also to receive the appreciation of H.E. The Governor 
and Admiral Hewitt concerning the smartness of the Guard. 
Congratulations to Capt. V. Moth, the Commander, Lieut.
L. B. Epsom, and “C” and “D” Coys, who provided the per
sonnel.

I should like to welcome to the Rock our second con
tingent of wives : —Mrs. E. S. Heygate, Mrs. T. Leigh, Mrs. E. 
Baxter and Mrs. E. Wood.

They have arrived intact, not greatly ■ the worse for wear, 
and although it has been raining for ages, now we feel .the 
sun will shine again.The Bn. has won the 2nd round, and is at present lead
ing by a small margin in the Fortress cross country rimning 
competition. We must win the 3rd round and also the 
“Hoare” Cup to be run a week from today.

Pte. Presland, in particular, is to be congratulated on 
obtaining second place, and also the following who secured 
places as under : Cpl. Acott, “A” Coy., 6th; Pte. Relneri, “B” 
Coy., 7th; Pte. Morgan, “B” Coy., 8th; Lt. Uden, “D” Coy., 
10th.

We have seen the end of the Garrison Individual Novices 
Boxing Competition fought during the month, and there 
remains only the team competition before the season ends. 
This, the Bn. may well win, Class “B” Releases, etc., permit
ting. The following won their weights in the Individual 
Competition and deserve praise on their "good performances : 
Lt. V. C. Abplanalp, light heavy weight; Lt. M. C. O’Reilly, 
middle weight; Pte. Collier, “H.Q.” Coy., runner up, light 
heavy weight.

I am hoping that some readers will be interested to 
read the following account of a Military Band Competition, 
staged in Malaga in 1887, in which the band of this Regi
ment, stationed on the “Rock” in that year, took part, and 
won 4th prize.
EXTRACT FROM GIBRALTAR CHRONICAL,
OF 2Uh AUGUST, 1887.

The Bands of the King’s Royal Rifles, Royal West Kent 
Regiment and Royal Irish Rifles, who went to Malaga to take 
part in the musical contest, returned in H.M.S. Hecla yester
day afternoon. The officers and others who accompanied 
them spent two most enjoyable days. Nothing could exceed 
the hospitality of the Spanish people.

The ship arrived at Malaga and anchored off the entrance 
to the harbour early on Sunday morning. Thick banks of 
fog obscured the picturesque town from view, and some 
difficulty was experienced in finding the landing place, but 
about mid-day the weather cleared. Our musicians went 
ashore about 2 o’clock and were conducted to the “Plasa 
de Riego,” where the bands of the following Spanish Regts. 
were assembled—the Marines, the Fire Brigade, the Granada 
Regt., the Cuba Regt. and the Borbon Rcgt.

The whole having formed tip, marched off in procession 
through the streets of the town which were gaily decorated.
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The reception they met with was most enthusiastic, and 

in the narrower streets progress was much impeded by the 
dense crowd that had assembled.

At about half-past three o'clock, after a hot and dusty 
march, the bullring which was to be the scene of the 
Musical Contest was reached.

Lots were drawn to decide the order in which the
bands were to play, the result being that the Royal Irish 
Rifles were the first to mount the platform which had
been erected in the centre of the arena.

The building which is computed to hold 12,000 people 
was nearly filled, but so well behaved was this large 
audience that no difficulty was experienced in hearing even 
in the upper boxes.

SPANISH MARINES WIN
Each band had to play the overture of Weber’s "Oberon” 

and one other short piece of their own selection. The
judges sat in a tastefully decorated box facing the platform. 
The competition lasted till about 8 o’clock and although 
it was not until the following day that the decision of
the judges was made known, no doubt existed in the minds 
of the spectators that the Spanish Marines would be awarded 
the first prize.

In the evening the Royal Irish Rifles played to a 
crowded and enthusiastic audience in the Alemeda, which 
was brilliantly illuminated in honour of the occasion. The 
following day was devoted to sightseeing and concluded in 
the evening with a Musical Concert, the programme of which 
was most successfully performed by the bands taking part 
therein. The Spanish Marines called for special attention 
and were deservedly encored.

The Bullring, which for this occasion, was illuminated 
by electric light, presented an appearance not easily for
gotten by those who witnessed the performance. At the 
conclusion the massed Spanish Bands played “God Save The 
Queen,” which compliment was gratefully returned by the 
combined English bands playing the Spanish National Anthem.

Nothing could surpass the entente cordiale that existed 
throughout between the English visitors and the people of 
Malaga, and notwithstanding the short stay many had made 
friends to whom they were sorry to say good-bye.

ROYAL WEST KENTS WIN FOURTH PRIZE
We have much pleasure in announcing that the Band 

of the Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regt. had the honour 
of securing lirst place, as far as the English bands were 
concerned, by taking 4th prize in the competition, value £40. 
The King's Royal Rifles and Royal Irish Rifles each being 
awarded a gold medal and diploma.

Had the “Hecla” been able to remain till yesterday 
evening, a ball was to have been given in honour of the 
visitors.

THE 1st BATTALION, QUEEN’S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT (50th)
Served at Gibraltar from June, 1886 to August, 1889

The Officers of this Regt., as appearing in the “Gibraltar 
Directory 1887," were as follows : —Lt.-Col. J. L. Tweedie, 
Majs. W. H. Bayly, H. Cummings, N. H. Leckie, A. W. Dury, 
Capts. H. L. Fanshawe, C. W. Evans, G. W. Maunsell, L. B. 
Hollinshead, W. E. Rowe, Lts. W. R. Minchin, H. Mann, W. R. 
Annesley, J. M. Maxwell, A. G. Eckford, F. Hodges, Q. W. 
Martyn, R. C. Style, N. H. S. Lowe, H. C. B. Nepean, E. V. O. 
Hewitt, W. H. Brown, F. C. March, Adjt. Lt. F. Win tour, 
Paymaster, Maj. R. E. Owen, Quarter-Master A. E. Mansfield.

Mess house at Line Wall.
The other infantry battalions serving at Gibraltar in 

1887 were the 1st Bn. South Staffordshire Regt. (38th), 3rd 
Bn. King’s Royal Rifle Corps (60th), and 2nd Bn. The Royal Irish Rifles (86th).

“A” Company
Once again greetings to our readers from Able Coy. 

After our period of detachment at the frontier, we are back 
in the fold, with Dog Coy. as our neighbours, and already a 
healthy rivalry has sprung up between the two Coys.

For the whole of this month of April we are doing 
training, being excused guards and fatigues, with which we 
have been pre-occupied in the past. Training areas are vir
tually non-existent in Gibraltar (unless you are training 
Alpine Troops), but on the few available places of waste 
ground we just manage to do some weapon training. Most 
of us are not a little rusty on subjects we learned in Primary 
Training days, but it does make a change—and a welcome 
one at that—to get out and about and blow away the cob
webs of many months. If we are not a fitter Coy. by the 
end of the month it will not be on account of the lack of P.T., etc.

In these uncertain days, not a month passes but we lose 
a few old friends, though we usually gain a few new ones 
to replace them. Recently we have seen the departure of 
Laws and Meada on Class “B” release, and compassionate 
posting, respectively. Two jolly good sportsmen, whose’ places 
in the Coy. Football Team will be hard to replace. Other 
departures for U.K. include Sgt. Jones, the Sgts’. Mess caterer, 
and Cpl. McKee on compassionate leave, and L/Cpl. Hann 
on a course. Oh to be in England, now that April’s here! is 
the thought in the minds of most of us at present.

No article would be complete without a resume of sport. 
Unfortunately we have been handicapped during the past 
month and have not played a single Coy. football game. The 
season out here is nearly over too, so it looks as though we 
shall have a busy time playing all the fixtures we have 
missed. Cross Country Running is still thriving, and Able 
Coy. managed to jump up a couple of places in the last inter- 
Coy. run, chiefly owing to a brilliant run by Cpl. Acott, who 
was running for us for the first time. Now that we are back 
in training we hope to improve our performance still further; 
and challenge Baker and “H.Q.” Coys., who beat us last time.

“B” Company
“B” Coy. calling!
We open this month’s news from “B” Coy. by welcoming 

C.S.M. Hughes to the Coy. Previous to this we received a 
draft of young soldiers from the 13th I.T.C., who by the 
time this article goes to print will have settled to life in a 
Bn. and also to life on the “Rock.”

During the last month we have lost some N.C.Os. and men, 
namely, “Lap lt up” L/Sgt. Blogg, and Ptes. Budgeon and 
Knell, to whom we wish the best of luck in the place so far 
away, known as “Civvy Street.”

The Coy. has moved since we last went to print, and has 
now taken over the duties of Frontier Coy. This, to some of 
the lads is very convenient, for being near the “Air Strip,” 
they can see when the mail plane comes in to land, which, 
according to general comment, is not nearly often enough.

We give our congratulations to Ptes. Hull, Tomlin, Gold
ing, Biggs, Dove and Ransome on their postings to other 
Coys, as L/Cpls.

We hope by next month to have a photograph of this 
“renowned” Coy. for publication, so watch out you chaps in 
the 2nd Bn.—you may recognise somebody you know.

The Coy. incidentally has just finished filing through the
Q.M’s. Stores, to be issued with their K.D. This will give 
some of the “bright sparks” of the Coy. the chance to parade 
down Main Street, showing off their “manly” knees.
SPORT. ,
Cross Country Running—

The Cross Country Running team have proved themselves 
the best team in the Bn., having won the last two inter-Coy. 
races with ease. The team was presented with prizes by the 
C.O. on both occasions, one being a cigarette lighter and the 
other a fountain pen. Keep the good work up L/Sgt. Clow, 
Ptes. Reineri, Budgeon, Morgan, Camp, Brown McComiskey 
and “Sabu" Saitch. The rest of the Coy. are behind you. 
Hockey.

Although this game is rather strange to most of the 
lads, we are well represented in the Bn. team, players being 
C.S.M. Hughes, Cpl. Mason, L/Cpl. Williams and “Chalky” 
White.
Table Tennis—-

Our only Coy. representative in the Bn. Tournament is 
Lt. Godfrey, and we wish him good luck in the next round.

We say better luck next time to Cpl. Mason, L/Cpl. Johnny 
Brookes, L/Cpl. Doran and “Chalky” White, who lost their games.

And so with high hopes of an early demob for the under 
40 groups we close this edition from “B” Coy.

_ “C” Company
A few changes in the Coy. this month. We think for 

the benefit of old members of the Coy. we had better list 
a few of the names. On the “Out” side of the list we have 
Ptes. Martin, Morris, Lea and Whitcombe. These will be sadly 
missed. We hope they will not forget us, and through these 
columns we extend a hearty invitation to them to keep in 
touch with the old Coy. The best of luck to you all. On the 
"In” side of the list we welcome Sgt. Blight and L/Cpls. 
Booker, Biggs and Hull. Congratulations to C/Sgt. Hughes, 
who this month has been promoted to C.S.M. and transferred 
to “B” Coy. In his place we welcome L/Sgt. Ball from “B" Coy.

The activities of the Coy. have not been up to the usual 
standard, but Pte. Presland deserves special mention for his
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brilliant running in the cross country competitions which are 
being held. On his last outing Presland broke the record 
for the three and three-quarter miles course by nearly two 
minutes. He was first man in for the Bn. at the inter-Unit 
competition held in March. If you need a light for your 
cigarette, ask Presland—by the time he leaves the Rock he 
should have more lighters (collected as prizes) than Mr. 
Ronson himself.

At the moment of writing the Coy. is playing host to 
Malta Services, who have sent a novices boxing team to 
Gibraltar. Capt. H. P. Barnett, M.C., our Coy. Commander, 
has spared no pains to make them comfortable, and next 
Wednesday we look forward to seeing some good fights.

Last, and in shame, we have to report our defeat by 
“H.Q.” Coy. at football in the Bn. Inter-Coy. League, which 
though we are still top of the league, puts us down 2 points. 
In our next match with “H.Q.” Coy. we hope to regain our 
pestige.

“D” Company
March has been a month of rather more work than play, 

with quite a number of working parties to supply and special 
parades to practice. We have found it difficult to arrange 
any more that a little Pin. sport. Cpl. Beavan and Pte. 
Burke have managed to get into the semi-finals of our zone 
(1) of the Table Tennis Knockout Competition. Although it 
has just come to press that Cpl. Beavan has been knocked 
out by Sgt. Mathieson, “C” Coy., we pin all our hopes on 
Burke. We managed to keep our quiz team, Lt. TTden, Sgt. 
Corbett, Cpl. Foreland, Ptes. Bridgman and Hodson in the 
Inter-Unit Quiz Competition longer than any other Coy., but 
a good team from R.E.M.E. beat us by 4 points in an excit
ing match.

Once more this month we prepared for the Ceremony of 
the Keys, but it rained again. Disciplinary action will prob
ably be taken with anybody seen praying to St. Swithin be
fore such Ceremonies in future. The Guard of Honour to 
Admiral Hewitt, C. in C. of the U.S. Naval Forces in European 
Waters, was a great success, and we were duly cump'imented. 
We shared the honour with “O” Coy., and the Regimental 
Colour was on parade for the first time since the War began.

We have lost our old neighbour, “B” Coy., and welcome 
“A” Coy. in their stead. We occasionally enjoy the company 
of Mrs. Cox’s eldest “boy,” who tells us his hat is too small. 
We know that, but hope it is not the result of a swollen 
head.

Lt. Deakln, Sgt. Steward, Cpl. Burkett and L/Cpl. Garrett 
have been fortunate enough to go home on a course. We 
watched them go, hoping it was our turn next. The three 
“G” Men have returned from Madrid with many wonderful 
tales, which we took with a pinch of salt, and then intro
duced them to the new barber. We congratulate L/Cpl. 
Hawes on his promotion and hope he enjoys his stay in “A” 
Coy. We were sorry to lose Sgt. Maggs to “B” Coy. and Ptes. 
Butler and Watson who have gone to “H.Q.” Coy. as L/Cpls„  
to “thicken up” the R.Ps. We congratulate the latter and 
hope we behave ourselves. We are also welcoming the wives 
and families who have come to the Rock recently, especially 
those of C.S.M. Leigh and Pte. Wood.

“H.Q.” Company
Undoubtedly the highlight of the month has been the 

launching of the good ship “Marina.” The Officers Mess, on 
its arrival purchased a rather dls-reputable looking boat from 
the Dorsets. This was placed in front of our Coy. Office, and 
for the past three months our Coy. Comdr. Captain Moth, 
suitably attired in Burma Green, has been seen hard at work 
with a blow lamp in one hand, and a paint brush in the 
other. At last the great day for launching came and a 
suggestion that lt should be taken to the top of the Rock 
and pushed off was eventually considered impracticable, and 
eventually the ceremony was carried out in a more orthodox 
manner, even if lt did not run to the traditional “bottle of 
champagne.” Much to everyone’s amazement “Marina” did not 
sink, and up to the time of writing, she is still afloat.

This month we decided to pit our brains against the 
best brains of the “Rock,” in an inter-Unit General Knowledge 
Quiz. Unfortunately both our teams have been defeated by 
very narrow margins, but we have at least got the satisfaction 
of knowing that our M.O. Capt. R. H. Jackson, M.C. knows 
the difference between MYOPIA and HYPERMETROFIA.

Pte. Pass, our Unit sign writer is just as busy, his latest 
effort being a “NO DOGS ADMITTED” sign for the Sgts.

Mess. Of course Gibraltar dogs have a reputation for being 
intelligent even if they are muzzled.

This month a number of ‘Key’ men including our Coy. 
Runner—Pte. Douglas, and the C.O’s. Batman—L/Cpl. Coles 
have been released under Class “B”. Good luck all you lucky 
types in Civvy Street!

It is rumoured that there are signs of romance in the 
Pioneer Platoon and that at least one prominent member 
has succumbed to the charms of a fair Gibraltarian lady.

At the moment we are not featuring strongly in the 
Unit Education Scheme, owing to our . many employments, 
except that we are providers of the Instructors. Those under 
Group 40, however, are able to study a subject of their choice 
to brush up for Civvy Street, and instruction in Bricklaying, 
Painting, Boot repairing. Woodwork, and Matriculation are 
some of the "best sellers.” The woodwork shops at Casemates 
and Moorish Castle are very popular haunts, especially now 
that we can see the progress made by C.S.M. Butcher.

Since the Bn. has arrived, there have been a number of 
changes in the M.I. Room, and we would like to congratulate 
L/Cpl. Linnell, our Heavy-Weight boxing champ, on his pro
motion to Sgt., and Pte. Lowe on his "promotion as an Edu
cational Sgt. We welcome Pte. Bridgman, a newcomer to the
R.A.P., who has been promoted L/Cpl.

In the field of sport we have had a succcessful month; al
though in both inter-coy. Cross Country Runs—more accurate 
to say “Round the Rock Races,” we have just missed taking 
first place by a few points. We feel sure that we shall pull it 
off in the next run. Incidentally, Lieut. V. C. Abplanalp was 
placed in the first race, but was unable to complete the 
double, as he was boxing the same day.

We have Lieut. Allen. C/Sgt. Hawthorn, and Pte. James 
in the last eight of the Bn. Individual Table Tennis Compet
ition. and next month we hope to be able to tell you that one 
of these won the competition.

This month has seen the Garrison Individual Novices 
Boxing Competition, in which we were well represented. Lieut. 
Abplanalp defeating Pte. Collyer in the final of the Light 
Heavy Weight, after a very close fight. Lieut. O’Reilly, our 
Signals Officer won all his fights quite easily to win the 
Middle Weight Competition. Pay Collyer is now Lieut. O’Reilly’s 
Batman, so they are quite a tough pair. L/Cpl. (Killer) Butler 
of the R.Ps. fought an exhibition bout, which impressed the large audience present.

There has been a lull in Inter-Coy. Football and Hockey, 
but we have continued to supply our Quota of men for the Bn. sides.

So until next month we reluctantly say farewell from this 
beautiful isle.

Sergeants’ Mess
The Mess is now presenting a truly peace time appear

ance. This month saw the arrival of the Mess silver from the
U.K. C.S.M. Jimmy Case (and what a case) soon had it looking 
spick and span and occupying a very prominent position in 
the Mess. For the comfort of those pre-war members who have 
gazed so often on those cups and shields, we add, the silver 
Is in excellent condition and that we consider it a great 
honour to be entrusted with its care until such time as we 
have the pleasure of restoring it to its original Mess.

Since our last contribution, two members have left the 
fold for “Civvy Street”—C/Sgt. Griffin and Sgt. Blogg. Both 
proceeded home on Class “B” Release. We shall miss them 
very much, especially from the football team; all members 
wish them the best of luck in their new sphere of life and we 
hope to see them again at Regimental Re-unions.

The darts tournament was very successful, many high 
scores were obtained, but Sgt. Blight topped the bill with a 
score of 160. The final was between C.S.M. George Hughes 
and C/Sgt. Basil Hawthorne, Basil winning in two straight 
legs. Well done, “Bas.”

During the month we entertained on two occasions, our 
first visitors being members of the R.A.M.C. Mess and their 
wives; and our second, the members of the R.E. and R.E.M.E. 
Mess. Both evenings were very successful and very well 
organised, thanks to the hard work of the President of Enter
tainments. C.S.M. “Henry” Butcher, and his committee.

The R.A.O.C. Mess gave us a return invitation, which was 
accepted with nearly a 100 per cent, attendance, and as 
everybody agreed a right royal time was had by all.

On Sunday, the 7th April, R.S.M. T. Sharpe and his 
merry band of warriors assembled for a Mess photograph. We 
have been informed that the camera withstood the shock 
and we hope to have the result of its efforts in next month’s 
issue of the Gazette.
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6th BATTALION
The 6th Bn. passed into "suspended animation" at the 

end of March; by that time, numbers had seriously dwindled 
and only just over 200 all ranks were considered to be 
of an age group justifying transfer to the 1st Bn. The 
remainder, due for release in July, were posted to a number 
of additional units and formations within the Division and 
to Prisoner of War Camps in Austria. There were some 
minor tragedies among these casual postings to P.W. Camps 
and many individuals were naturally disappointed that their 
technical qualifications were no longer considered by that 
arbitrary body, 2nd Echelon. Their imminent departure to 
civilian life should be some consolation, and if meantime, 
they adopt an uncompromising attitude to the S.S. prisoners 
under their care, it can do little harm.

Everyone in Austria was most concerned and sympathetic 
about our disbandment and we became heartily sick of tbe 
wearying repetition of such adjectives as “inevitable” and 
“sad.” It was by no means pleasant to watch men depart 
for good or to realise that a fighting instrument, forged 
so admirably in war, needed but one stroke of the pen to 
make it non-existent. Farewells became more and more 
difficult; everyone grew aggressively hearty; reminiscences 
more and more coloured, until one day, when the last faithful 
few had to realise that the 6th was but a memory. The 
Queen’s Own flag was lowered for the last time on April 
4 th—watched by the remnants of the unit, a Guard of 
Honour mounted by 8 A.S.H. and a small gathering of 
enthusiastic and uncritical Austrians.

A week before, the Divisional Commander, Maj.-Gen. 
R. K. Arbuthnott, accompanied by the Brigade Commander, 
had paid a farewell visit and during a 45 minute speech, 
Gen. Arbuthnott covered comprehensively the splendid 
achievements of the Bn. since Nov., 1942. Many letters and 
messages arrived, notably from Lt.-Gen. Sir R. C. McCreery 
and Lt.-Gen. Morgan and these are printed below.

Of the officers the C.O. and many others left on release 
in early April; Maj. Peter Buckle has been attached to the 
staff of 78 Division; Maj. J. A. Eason has joined the 1st 
Bn.; Maj. S. Stewart, M.C. and Maj. Court are temporarily 
attached to 78 Division pending posting. R.S.M. P. Byrne-Dem 
and his family are at Wolfsberg, at 373 P.W. Camp.

Lt.-Gen. Sir William D. Morgan, K.C3., D.S.O., M.C., 
Allied Force Headquarters,

Office of the Supreme Allied Commander, C.M.F.
16th March, 1946.

Dear Defrates,
I am writing to ask you to convey to all ranks under your 

command my best wishes for the future.
In the Italian Campaign and in North Africa, the Regt. 

saw much active fighting, and its successful record will not 
be forgotten by those with whom you fought.

Yours sincerely,
W. D. Morgan.

Lt.-Col. G. K. Defrates, D.S.O., M.C.,
6th Queen’s Own R.W.K.,

C.M.F.

Headquarters,
British Troops in Austria.

3rd April, 1946.
Lt.-Col. G. K. Defrates, D.S.O., M.C.,

6th Bn., The Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regt.
Now that the time has come to disband the 6th Bn., 

The Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regt., I would like to 
express to all ranks my warmest appreciation and thanks 
for their splendid service since the Bn. was formed.

Since November, 1941, until the final victory last year, 
your Bn. served continuously under 78 Div. and took part 
with great distinction in the fighting in Tunisia and Italy; 
all ranks have shown splendid devotion to duty and qualities 
of cheerfulness, endurance and team spirit which were de
cisive factors of the victory of the Eighth Army.

Decorations which you have won include 3 D.S.Os., 25
M.Cs., 52 M.Ms., 8 D.C.Ms., 2 M.B.Es., 2 B.E.Ms. 62 Mentions 
in Despatches, 3 American Silver Stars and 1 American D.S.C. 
This is a splendid record and a great tribute to the part 
played by the whole Bn. in battle. The task is now com
pleted and you can be proud of your share in the final victory.

My best congratulations to all ranks on your War Service 
and best wishes to the future.

R. L. M. Creery,
Lt.-Gen. Commander-in-Chief.

No. 13 
HOLDING BATTALION

No. 1 Company
Since the last issue of the Gkzette, life in this Coy. has 

assumed a'n ominous tranquility. The last of the larger 
A. and S. Groups has Been released, and the Coy. is but a 
shadow of its former self.

People come and go with amazing rapidity and we are 
not able to get to know them really well. Great keenness 
is shown b'y the younger element passing through our hands, 
and I feel sure that they maintain the good record of those 
who have now left the Regt. C.S.M. Dixon, M.C., is still here, 
as cheerful as ever, in spite of his many trials owing to the 
difficulty in finding the men for his never ending duties.

Lt. Quaife has recently returned to the “footlight” and 
we wish him the best of luck for the future. We have been 
joined by Lt. W. Barker of the A.A.C., and extend to him 
a cordial welcome to the Regt.

The pictures in the Gazette of last month of Major
Rich and Major Palmer were noted with great interest. 
Both these Officers have been in this Coy. and the staff 
send them their very good wishes.

No. 2 Company
A very quiet month has passed, punctuated by infre

quent periods of business; our Coy. is now only a shadow 
of its former self, the lines looking unnaturally deserteo 
after so many months of teeming activity. Many of the 
huts are empty, and even Coy. H.Q. presents an untroubled 
front.

With the departure of 27 Group, we said goodbye to 
more of our stalwarts, with the welcome exception, however, 
of Sgt. Morfill, who has deferred his release for 12 months.

The coming month will see the release of most of our 
officers, including the Coy. Commander, Major J. Winstanley, 
M.C.; we wish them good fortune on their return to “The 
Bowler Hat and The Umbrella" of civilian life, and assure 
all successors of a hearty welcome.
SPORTS NOTES FOR SEASON 1945/1946.

Football.—The progress of the Bn. Football team through 
the eliminating rounds of the S.E. District Inter-Unit Soccer 
Championship was followed with great Interest, and a large 
number of supporters Journeyed to Canterbury to watch the 
final match against the 9th South Lancs (P.T.C.). The re
sulting deTeat by 3 goals to nil was felt to be the result 
of a good game against a better team, and detracted noth
ing from the fine efforts put in by all those who had turned 
out during the proceeding weeks to represent the Bn. team.

Details of the games are as follows ; —
Half time scores in parenthesis.

1st round.—13th Holding Bn. (2) 4, 8th Sherwood Fores
ters (0) 0.2nd round.—13th Holding Bn. (2) 4, 12th I.T.C. (2) 2.

Semi-final.—13th Holding Bn. (0) 2, 1/5 Leicesters (2) 2.
Re-play.—13th Holding Bn. (0) 1, 1/5 Leicesters (0) 0.
Kent Sub District Final.—13th Holding Bn. (1) 6, 4th 

Coastal Training Regt. (0) 2.
South Eastern District Final.—13th Holding Bn. (0) 0, 

9th South Lancs (P.T.C.) (1) 3.
The following N.C.Os. and men represented 13th Holding 

Bn. during the Season : —Pte. Casey, Pte. Linaker, Cpl. Drake, Cpl. Clark, Pte. 
Dormer, Pte. Fillery, L/Cpl. Marshall, Sgt. Saunders, Pte. 
Dobson, Pte. Tremain, Cpl. Freeman, Sgt. Viccars, M.M., 
Pte. Kirby, Pte. Stones, Sgt. Spyers, Cpl. Pullen.

Running—Cross-country.—Although, through lack of per
sonnel, it was not possible to provide a team, the individual 
results produced by Cpl. G. Iden were excellent, and he is 
to be congratulated on achieving consistently high places in 
the several competitions.

Places are as follows : —
Cross-Country Fixtures, 45/46.— Posn. No. of Starters

Kent District, 23rd January ...........  4th 77
Eastern Command, 6th February --- 1st 90
Inter Comd. Army Champ., 27th Feb. 3rd 120
Army in U.K. v. B.A.O.R., 22nd March 7th 30
Inter Services Cross-Country, 3rd April 2nd 24

(1st of Army personnel).
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INFANTRY TRAINING  
CENTRE

Now that the Spring has fully arrived and Mother Nature 
is doing her best to brighten up Maidstone, the I.T.C. is not 
going to be outdone. This month the personnel of the Regi
mental Police blossomed out in white belts and anklets, 
and pillar-box red fire alarms with gleaming brass shell- 
cases now shine among the almond and cherry blossom about 
the camp. Responsible for some of the 'spit and polish’ are 
the men of a contingent of Pioneer Corps recently arrived 
to take over some of the duties of the camp. We wish them 
a happy stay with us.

This month we welcomed Major D. H. Andrews, M.C., as 
our new Second-in-Command. He replaces Major B. Holmes 
Pegler. who is returning to "Civvy Street," where we wish 
him every success.

The I.T.C. sent a contingent to the service of Commemor
ation at All Saints’ Church, Maidstone. The service was atten
ded by the Colonel of the Regiment, General Sir Charles 
Bonham Carter, and the Mayor and Aldermen of Maidstone, 
and the address was given by the Bishop of Rochester.

SPORT.
BOXING:—We congratulate L/Cpl. Browning of the P.T, 

Staff in winning the final of the Bantam-weight Champion
ship In the Inter - Theatre Competition at Wembley, and we 
look forward with confidence to meeting the 12th I.T.C. at 
Colchester in the Eastern Command Boxing Championship.

AviMMING:— An I.T.C. team is being started under the 
direction of Lieut. Hurst, and we also hope to have a strong 
water-polo side.

CRICKET:—The flattest piece of the Sports Field is now 
Holy of Holies, and Is now so watered, rolled and levelled 
that one may not even tiptoe across it in pursuit of an errant 
P.I.A.T. practice shot. The season has no,t yet started, but 
nets are up and the I.T.C. hopes to field a good eleven.

SOCCER:—Owing to the loss of many I.T.C. footballers, 
in the machinery of de-mob, the I.T.C. football team has had 
to take a few hidings, and our standing in the league table 
has taken a severe jolting. Results of games were:—

I.T.C. 3, Chislehurst 3; I.T.C. 0, Sidcup 6; I.T.C. 2, Eltham 
4; Callenders 4, I.T.C. 2.

We were also handicapped by the loss through injury of 
our centre-forward, Cpl. Gay, who was selected to play for 
Kent in the recent Inter-County Match, but was unable to 
do so, owing to said injury. The team have two more matches 
to play to close the season.

L. A. M.
---------4---------

CONCESSIONS TO SERVICES IN-PATIENTS.
Important concessions to Services in-patients are 

announced.
In February last it was stated that no member of the 

Forces undergoing in-patient treatment in a Service or E.M.S. 
hospital would in future be discharged from the Service until 
at least eight calendar months, including lifty-six days’ notice 
leave, had elapsed from the date of Iris first absence from duty 
on account of disability.

It has now been decided to extend this rule in three 
respects in cases of injury or sickness contracted during the 
present emergency. Firstly, the rule has been extended to 
cover all cases of personnel undergoing medical or rehabilitative 
treatment under Service afrangemenls, even if this treatment 
is not being given in a Service or E.M.S. hospital. Secondly, 
the period of terminal leave (at present fifty-six days plus 
overseas service leave) will date from the end of the eight 
months’ period or from the date of discharge from hospital if 
earlier. Thirdly, it has been decided that, in order to obtain 
the full therapeutic value from the treatment given under 
Service arrangements, personnel who are suffering from dis
abilities attributable to, or aggravated by, service will be 
retained on Service pay until medical or surgical finality is 
reached within an overriding time limit of two and a half 
years.

It will not be possible to apply these rules retrospectively, 
but, where individuals who would have been covered by them 
have passed from Service pay to disability pension and are 
undergolnglng in-patient treatment under the continuity of 
treatment arrangements, an c-x gratia supplementary allowance 
will be granted with effect from a current date. The allowance 
will represent approximately the difference between the amount 
at present paid to them by the Ministry of Pensions and their 
appropriate Service pay and allowances.

1st BATTALION BAND

The holidays are now over, and we are “back to the 
Army routine,” as the words of the song go.

Since returning from leave, we have applied our shoulders 
in no small way, to the common wheel of I.T.C. routine, with 
the result that, that “after leave” feeling, drifted unnoticed over our heads.

After an enjoyable sojourn with Mr. Jackson and his 
band, Sgt. McCracken and Steve South once again lend their 
staunch support to their own band, and it seems already, 
as though they have never been away. Also to be welcomed 
back are Ron Mansfield, the band carpenter and “stanslield” 
repairer, and Bill Peck, both of whom rejoined us from Graves
end, to swell our diminished cornet ranks. Jeffrey, also, 
comes back to boost the higher reed section on oboe.

A surprising number of our members, being possessors of 
wives and children, are fully utilising the living out facilities. 
Some of them own “chargers," on which, at the signal “go," 
they can be seen to hastily mount, rapidly to become but 
specks in the distance. No doubt the anticipation of a home- 
cooked lunch serves to spur their velocipedes the faster.

Band sport is well under way now. and we hope to play 
one game each of soccer and hockey each week. Hockey Is 
our strong point though and we easily won our first match 
against an Old Pupils team. Next on the list is Springfield 
Hockey Club. The Band hockey team is also the I.T.C. team, 
the latter having been dissolved owing to lack of support.

At soccer, we manage to keep our heads above water In 
no spectacular manner. We have played “A” Coy., who. after 
a struggle, beat us by the odd goal, though the band was 
leading at half-time. It is likely that a band cricket team 
will put in an appearance this summer, though we are not 
particularly over-stocked with cricketers.

With these items of snorting news, we will conclude our 
contribution for this month, and hope that our friends in 
the overseas battalions will be joining us in the breaking of hot cross buns tomorrow.

Chota.
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THE QUEEN’S OWN 
PAST & PRESENT ASSOCIATION

CHATHAM BRANCH
After an unfortunate lapse of two months, due entirely 

to reasons beyond my control, I am pleased to be again re
porting the activities of the Chatham Branch.

Our Branch President, Major Brothers, was present at 
our March meeting, but was unable to be present at our 
gathering on 1st April. We have great hopes of seeing him 
at our future meetings.

I am pleased to say that our attendances are good, and 
improving with each coming month. This is largely due 
to the arrival home of demobbed members. We are very 
pleased to welcome them, and, whilst on the subject, I would 
mention to those shortly to be demobbed, how very pleased

Messrs. O. G. Stace, Cotter, Sims, H. A. Kennett, Lowry, 
Wells, G. Blythe, Major Brothers, Mr. T. Wilson. 

Seated : Messrs. Thorn, A. Adams and S. L Thompson.

we would be to see them. Our meetings are held at the 
Boundary Road Drill Hall, at 7 p.m., on the first Monday 
of each month.

Messrs. Sims and Thorne were elected to the Commit
tee, Mr. Sims also being responsible for the collection of 
monies for our Outing Fund.

We were pleased to welcome Mr. D. Ince as a life mem
ber, and to further congratulate him on winning the monthly 
booby prize.

It is pleasing to see that other Branches, like ourselves, 
are looking up and I was interested in the names pub
lished by "Cesnoh," of Maidstone, particularly that of my 
“Gunner,” Fred Farrington. I guess we shall have to 
arrange a “get-together" one evening. We shall always be 
pleased to see any of them that chance to be in Chatham 
on our meeting night. We’ve got a "Trumans” dart board!

Meanwhile my best regards to all Branches, and serving 
members.

Cyril Payne.

BEPTFQhD & DISTRICT BRANCH
OBITUARY.

We regret to announce the death of an old and greatly 
esteemed member of the Branch, Mr. R. (Bob) Press, after a 
long and painful illness. Bob was 79 years of ago and joined 
The Queen’s Own over GO years ago, serving in both the 1st 
and 2nd Bns. He tried to rejoin the Regt. in 1914, but was 
turned down by the M.O. When the Home Service Bns. were 
raised he wangled his way in and served until 1919. During 
the whole of this time he was servant to Major the Hon. Bowes- 
Lyons.

On his mantlepiece stood an oak clock on which was a 
silver plate bearing the inscription, “Presented to my faith
ful comrade and friend, R. W. Press, by Major the Hon. feowes- 
Lyons, 1914-18.”

I visited him a fortnight before he died and in spite of 
the pain he was always in, and the sleepless nights, he was 
his old smiling self, and he was full of the coming Re-union.

Almost his last words to me were “Don’t forget, I’ll manage 
July 28th somehow.” You were a good pal. Bob, a good 
“Old Comrade” and a shining example to us all. We shall 
miss your smiling face at our meetings and on July 28th, but 
we know that you will always be with us in spirit. The 
Parent Association and Deptford Branch were represented at 
the funeral by the writer, and Mrs. “Dan” Steel.

Our meetings continue to grow bigger and better every 
month. More and more of the younger element are coming 
forward at each successive meeting, and more have promised 
to come along. This is just as we want it. Don’t forget our 
meetings are on the last Saturday in each month, at the 
Brown Bear, High Street, Deptford, at 7 p.m.

Paddy Doyle.

LONDON BRANCH
Here we are once again. First I must apologise for 

lack of correspondence for two months, owing to the Branch 
having their meetings later, giving me no time to get 
the correspondence to H.Q. in time. Next I want to thank 
the Sgts’. Mess at Maidstone, on behalf of the Branch, for 
a very nice tea and a very enjoyable evening on Saturday, 
March 3rd. Well, thank you, Sgts’. Mess, and good luck.

As you all know, the meeting at Maidstone was mostly 
spent on arrangements for the Church Service for the fallen 
in the war, and the Re-union.

The Branch held their meeting on Friday, March 29th, 
at the Chevrons Club, Rutland Gate. Just before the meet
ing, eight of us sat down to dinner, and what a feed too. 
Four course and only 2/6. If any member requires dinner 
on meeting nights, just remind Mr. Snell a week before, 
and he will arrange it for you. Now let us get down to 
work. The Vice-Chairman gave a vote of thanks for the 
safe return of one of our old members. Joe Rampton. Wel
come back, Joe; hope to see a lot of you in the future.

Another old member paid us a visit, Buffy Ward. We 
were also glad to see our old friend Mr. Fincham, after a 
long illness; best of luck Sid. A date I forgot to mention : 
Re-union, Maidstone, Sunday, July 28th. Don't forget— 
turn up in your 100s.

Quite a number of our members asked about a Re-union 
dinner and dance for the London Branch, also an outing. 
A large number of the old members will remember some of 
our grand outings before the war, and the grand times we 
had. When things get a little better in the food line, and 
transport, it is the Branch’s intention to carry out the 
wishes of our members, so don’t forget any suggestions 
outings, dinners and dances.

Those can be put up at our next meeting, Friday, May 
31st, 1946, at the Chevrons Club, at 7.30 p.m. I should like 
to remind some old members that subs, are due once again. 
The London Branch wish to thank those of the Depot Party 
for looking after our banner for four years, and the very 
good condition it was kept in. Thank you.

W. A. Cole.

MAIDSTONE PRANCH
I have been deputed to write-up the activities of the 

Branch for the month, in the absence of the Secretary, 
Norman Dumbrell.

We have had good attendances at our monthly meetings 
and are getting a good number of members who are leaving 
the Service.

The Officers of the Branch are now composed of part 
old. i\id part new members, the chairman being Hooky- 
Walker, Vice-Chairman Charlie Stringer, and the Committee, 
Messrs. Carman, Cannacott, Farrington, Hills, etc., are get
ting down to their duties in great style.

Also among those who attend the meetings are Fred 
Harmer, Algy Russell, Taylor and Lye.

On March 30th a very successful dance was held in the 
New Gymnasium, The Barracks, by kind permission of the 
O.C., 13th I.T.C., and about 250 were present.

The only fly in the amber was the absence of oflicers 
and many senior ranks. This was very disappointing as we 
all desire that these functions should be attended by all 
to foster the spirit of comradeship between old and new 
members of the Regt.The memorial service on April 24th was attended by 
many old members of the Regt., and blossomed into a small 
re-union. Gnat.
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THE NEW OFFICERS’ PAY SCALE

The history of the system of officers’ pay in the British 
Army is a curious one, and without some knowledge of it 
the extent and meaning of the recent changes in it cannot be fully understood.

The regiments of the British Army were originally raised 
on the model of the medieval companies of soldier adven
turers, which were essentially commercial concerns. Some 
individual or group of men levying, training, and arming 
and clothing a company, and hiring it out to a monarch for 
profit-making purposes (not necessarily their own). In like 
manner the King of England, when the standing army was 
first formed, delegated to certain wealthy or influential men 
the task of furnishing its regiments; he advanced to them 
the money to cover the capital cost of these units and they 
enlisted and trained the men. Once the regiments had been 
formed and taken into service, the colonel, who had raised 
each one, drew a fixed sum for its up-keep from the King, 
and clothed, fed and paid his men from it, making what 
profit he could out of the transaction—and this was generally 
considerable. The Colonel would usually farm out to certain 
of his friends or connections the task of raising a quota of 
men for his unit, and these would pay him for the privilege 
of becoming partners in the concern as majors, captains or 
subalterns. Hence arose the practice, so anomalous to our 
minds, of purchasing commissions and promotions, for each 
step in rank, as well as his first commission had to be paid 
for by an officer. Originally the idea of this purchase was 
to assure to the payee his due share in the profits made by 
the unit, which in war-time would be supplemented by plun
der or prize money. But as some supplementary return for 
money expended had to be made to the officers to compensate 
for the impossibility of such war-time profits, they were 
paid by the State at a rate roughly equivalent to the current 
rate of interest on the price of their commission or of latest 
step in rank. In short, the officer's pay was no more than a 
retaining fee, a commercial return on an investment. He 
was not supposed to live on his pay, for he would of neces
sity be a man of some means, or a member of a reasonably 
wealthy family, to be able to purchase his commission at all; 
it was merely one of many forms of Income, like any other commercial investment.

There were many drawbacks to this system, but they may 
be summed up by saying that it made the officers of the 
army almost completely independent of the State. The 
regiments were self-contained pieces of private property, with 
the colonels as proprietors, almost kings, and the junior officers 
joint proprietors and sub-kings. Unless these independent 
gentlemen chose to obey the rules and regulations laid down 
by the State, there was little possibility of compelling them 
to do so. Great and scandalous anomalies were caused by 
the system of purchasing steps in rank—sons who ranked 
their fathers, subalterns who had served longer than their 
colonel, old officers who had more years of service than their 
seniors had years of life, were some that were revealed when 
purchase was at long last abolished in 1871. But the 
system suited the State because it helped to furnish an army 
on the cheap; and always in peace, and often in war, economy 
has been the ruling principle of British governments in 
dealing with military matters. Otherwise it is hard to under
stand its survival for so long, considering the injustice and 
inefficiency which were its inevitable accompaniments.

But even when purchase was abolished, the tradition 
still subsisted under which an Army officer should be a man 
of private means, for whom his pay was merely one of 
several sources of Income, and no attempt was made to 
relate his pay to the cost of living.

In 1914 a 2nd/Lt's. pay of 5s. 3d. a day gave him less 
than £100 a year; a captain got only £230; and a Lt.-Col. 
only £492. The first World War brought a general realisation 
of the fact that not only could excellent officers be drawn 
from men having no. or very small private means, but that 
the supply of candidates for commissions of the pre-war type 
was running dry, so that the country could no longer officer 
the army on the cheap, as it had done hitherto. A long 
overdue increase in pay was therefore granted, bv which the pre-War rates were practically doubled; the 2nd/Lt’s. 
annual pay rose to £250; the capt's. to £429; and the Iit.-Col’s. 
to £870; marriage allowances, which were granted in addition, 
to all married officers after the age of 30, added some £250 to these figures.

During the inter-war period, however, the usual peace
time desire for economy in Service expenditure brought about

considerable reductions of Army officers' emoluments, amount
ing to 11 per cent, by 1935. This drop was brought out by 
cuts in accordance with falls in the cost of living, more 
apparent than real, and by other cuts on pleas of financial 
stringency. The general effect was to cause a decline in 
both the numbers of, and the quality of the candidates com
ing forward for commission, as the officers' pay and prospects 
were no longer sufficiently attractive to compete with those 
offered by civil careers.

The second World War brought no change in officers’ pay 
rates till 1944 and even then the basic rate remained un
changed, and the increase was in the form of additions to 
the marriage and family allowances, from which the bachelor 
officer profited nothing. Even these increases were graded 
backwards, so that the higher the rank of the officer the less 
he got; married subalterns with two children got 2s. extra 
a day, captains Is. and majors and colonels only 6d. In 
addition certain supplements were given for overseas and 
colonial service, and for length of service. By the end of 
the War the daily rates of pay were as follows : —

2nd/Lieutenant ................  11/-
Lieutenant ........................ 13/-- 14/6
Captains .......................... 16/6—23/6
Major ............................  28/6—33/- 1
Lieut.-Colonel ..................... 43/-

Marriage and children's allowances were additional to 
these figures. It was full time that the whole tangle not only 
of Army, but of Service pay. with its divergencies between 
the three Services and between units and ranks of the same 
Service, Us. jungle of rules and regulations, and Its tangle of 
incomprehensible and unreasonable anomalies, should be 
ironed out and placed on a simplified and sensible basis. This 
was the task undertaken by the present Government in de
vising the new system.

Its three objects, as sot out in the White Paper outlining 
the schemes are (1) to remove disparities and produce quality 
in the rates of pay of the three Services; (2) to simplify the 
codes; ana (3) to fix suitable rates of remuneration. Under 
heading (1) common rates for basic pay, marriage, and other 
allowances are laid down as well as for retired pay and 
gratuities. Most of the numerous items of additional pay are 
done away with, and account is taken of the different ages 
at which the various ranks in the three Services are normally 
reached in fixing their rates of pay.

Under heading (2) the disappearance of the differing pay 
and allowance scales, the abolition of most forms of addi
tional pay, and the institution of common rates of retired 
pay will automatically help to straighten out the main com
plexities of the codes.

As regards (3) the rates have been fixed with the pur
pose of enabling every officer to live on his pay without the 
need of private means, and the increases are greatest in 
the period when he is likely to marry and have children to 
educate. Increases of pay are given every two years for all 
officers up to Colonel's rank. A fiat rate of marriage allowance 
is laid down for each rank irrespective of the number of 
children, and the lower qualifying age for this allowance is 
reduced from 30 to 25. Other allowances drawn mainly by 
single officers, are consolidated into a composite lodging 
allowance. As in the case of other ranks, all these allowances 
will in future be subject to income tax. Retired pay has 
been simplified and put on a common basis for all three 
Sendees, the new rates somewhat higher than those hitherto 
in force.

Other points of interest in the White Paper are the 
abolition of fees for Army Cadet Colleges (the amalgamation 
of the Royal Military Academy, Woolwich, and the Royal 
Military College, Sandhurst, has since been announced; the 
provision that ail candidates for commissions will in future 
be drawn from the ranks; and the new time scale for pro
motion, to lieutenant after 2 instead of 3 years’ service, to 
captain after 6 Instead of 7 years’ service, and to major 
after 13 instead of 17 years’ service.

The following tables of total emoluments of typical mar
ried officers, which should be compared with that given 
earlier, show the main improvements in pay and allowances 
under the new code ; —
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Years of Normal 
Service age Rank Fay

Allow
ances Total

4 25 Lieut. 310' 228 538
6 27 Capt. 420 228 648

10 31 Capt. 492 228 720
13 34 Major 639 228 867
17 38 Major 712 228 940
19 40 Lt.-Col. 912 274 1183
23 44 Lt.-Col. 1004 274 1278
25 46 Lt.-Col. 1049 274 1323Colonel :

(on appointment) 1186 274 1460
(after 6 years assuch) ...... 1350 274 1634

Brigadier ......... 1405 319 1724
Major-General 2007 365 2372
Lieut.-General .... 2463 365 2828General ........... 2920 365 3285Field Marshal ,,., 3235 365 3650

Maximum rates of retired pay for typical ranks for which, 
officers have to qualify by certain periods of service reckoned 
from the age of 21 are shown in the following table.
Minimum Periodof Service Rank Maximum Rate

20 Captain ......................... 375
22 Major .........................  475
24 Lt.-Colonel ....................  625
26 Colonel .........................  825
28 Brigadier ......................  900
30 Major-General upwards .. 1100—1500

There is, no doubt, that though the new officers’ pay 
code will not fulfil all hopes or expectations, that certain 
individuals may be no better, and perhaps worse, off under it 
than before, it represents a real and well-considered and on 
the whole equitable and successful attempt by the Govern
ment to give officers a living wage, reasonable prospects of 
advancement and an assured future

--------- f ---------

A SHORT LEAVE VISIT TO BAD HARZBURG
By CAPT. G. C. F. APPLETON.

I was warned for short leave at No. 4 Rest Camp, Bad 
Harzourg, on the 18th March. Perhaps it was considered 
that I was in need of a rest, or maybe, someone looking 
uhead, thought it a good idea to send me away to collect 
material for the next issue of the Q.O.G. Whatever the 
reason, it was impossible for me to avoid going. The A/2
I.C. was approached with a view to finding a substitute. I 
asked the Adjutant to allow some more worthy member of 
the Bn. to enjoy the delights of so renowned a tourist 
resort. Even the Orderly Room clerks refused to be coerced, 
so at 06.00 hours on the morning of the 26th March, I 
arose and fitted myself for the three hour journey which 
lay ahead.

Shortage of transport forced me and my fellow holiday
makers to travel as far as the Bn. H.Q. in the sick truck, 
rather a depressing experience for those scheduled to enjoy 
themselves. However, the M.T„ 0„  generous man that he is 
with his vehicles, had surprisingly set aside two three ton- 
ners to convey us the remainder of the way.

The Journey was uneventful insomuch as we managed 
to avoid hitting The many swaying bullock carts and noisy, 
be-trailered heavy German deisel lorries, as we lurched and 
bumped over roads so badly in need of repair. Our route 
lay through Goslar, that famous old German town, but un
fortunately we were unable to view any of its historic beauty 
since our drivers seemed determined to return to the 
unit in time to enjoy their midday meal at the fit and 
proper time.

It was impossible to miss No. 4 Rest Camp; the famous 
30 Corps "Pig” signs constantly announced our approach, 
until .finally, as we entered the area a notice was displayed 
reminding all Army personnel that a leave pass was the 
only recognised means of admittance. On arriving at the 
Report Centre another large board expressed the Corps 
Commander's wish that saluting should be dispensed with in 
the Camp, a statement which met with the approval of my 
fellow men. In actual fact it seemed that they would be 
less affected than would I, since there appeared to be far 
more men than Officers walking out. The formalities of 
registering the detachment of “Queen's Own” over, I took 
them to their hotel and continued on my way to find the 
Harzburger Hof. my home for the. next three days.

So far everything seemed very well organised and as my 
grip was literally wrenched from my grasp by a German 
porter and doors swept open before me, I fancied myself 
a civilian again. I looked for the disguised, but well out
stretched palm, ready to accept a tip; there was none; I 
met the receptionist and was bowed in by Monsieur le 
Maltre <fnotel, but as I ascended the stair behind my porter 
the illusion was destroyed by the sight of an officer of the 
R.A.F. who was making his way down. On entering my 
room my heart sank within me, for there on the bed lay 
one of those wretched German eiderdowns enclosed in sheets 
and I knew full well that my nights would be spent In 
concentrating on preventing my feet from poking out from 
underneath. I had encountered these eiderdowns in 1938. 
Everything seemed so neat and trim—had there been a war? 
Was I dreaming? I couldn’t help but wonder, as I unpacked 
the few essential items from my grip.

Having removed the stains of travel, I decided to make 
myself aquainted with the entertainments in the area, and 
immediately became hopelessly lost among the maze of cor
ridors, only to be asked in perfect English, by a housemaid, 
if she could direct me to the toilet. I fled, and my flight 
led me to the foyer where I tried to regain my composure. 
The chief porter led me to the Announcement board from 
which I learned that there was a French manicurist on the 
premises, an excellent hairdresser to cut my hair, the gift 
shop would open at 0900 hours the following day, skis could 
be obtained from the store and an instructor was in 
attendance, there were riding stables in town, guides would 
take visitors on mountain walks, that daily at 16.00 hours 
there was a tea dance, the second night provided a dinner 
and dance while on the last day, starting at 20.00 hours the 
management had arranged a cabaret show. Surely this 
could not be a Rest Camp. But then ’tis said “a change is 
as good as a rest,” so perhaps such good entertainment, after 
the backwoods of Germany would fit me for further 
endeavours on my return to them.

The food was excellent, the music—yes, a lunch time 
orchestra was in attendance—light and airy, the wine list 
was long and well appointed and the service in keeping with 
the highest German standards. But the activities seemed 
too strenuous. I could not bear to think how sore I should 
be were horse riding to be indulged in, neither could 
I entertain the thoughts of stiff and aching limbs after 
ski-ing, so I contented myself with a little gentle walking 
among the wooded hills. There It was peaceful and quiet, 
the silence unbroken except for the song of the birds and 
the far away sound of the woodman’s axe. It was impos
sible to walk among such surroundings without considering 
man's stupidity. Not so long before, men had been fighting 
and dying in country like this, the song of the birds had 
been replaced by the soufids of the flight of planes and the 
whine of shells, the “clomp” of the woodman’s axe by burst
ing bombs and shells. But my IUnch.

Friday dawned, and much as I hated the idea of the 
short leave, so now I wanted to stay longer. Thoughts 
of “IN” baskets and training directives loomed large, men
tal visions of queues of Gennan civilians wanting divorces 
because their husbands had beaten them, wanting passes; 
already I was answering “Go to the Burgermelster, go to
Military Government, go to ------, no, no, I can’t go back,
but the 3 tonner was there waiting. “Capt.!—your vehicle 
is here for you.”

Once again the doors swept open, but this time they 
closed behind me.

A quick roll call to ensure that others, feeling as I, did 
not possess stronger wills and were remaining. Then back 
along those same bumpy roads. All confessed that they had 
had a wonderful time. “Sheets on the beds, sir, and table- 
clolhes on the table, just like ’'ome, sir," but I was not 
quite sure whether their time had been wisely spent, when 
I witnessed from the cab ol the 3 tonner “C” Coy. men 
walking stiffly and bandy legged down the street to billets. 
As a head popped out of a window and a voice advised one 
holidaymaker he was on guard that night, the reply, Lully 
convinced me I was “R.T.U,"
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IN N.W. EUROPE
BY GAPT. I. M. HULBURD.

Continued from Last Month.
Another member of the Regt. who was very helpful was 

few occasions when I visited this very lofty and almost 
mythical H.Q., my alarm and despondency was immediately 
dispelled if Lawrence was on duty. As well as a friendly 
welcome and prompt attention, he usually managed to impart 
some special information which X should not otherwise have 
obtained.

After a stay of about a fortnight at St. Pol, we moved 
to a place called Morgny, north of the Seine. It was at this 
stage that liaison work reached its climax, as most of the 
people we were trying to liaise with were up in Belgium, and 
every outing was a two or three day trip. Being away all 
this time gave me much greater latitude en route, and at 
different times I managed to visit Vimy and Thiepval 
memorials. How any one ever lived in the plain below when 
the Germans were on Vimy ridge, I don’t know, and the attack 
just doesn’t bear thinking about. The memorial is so designed 
that if you walk up to the top of a flight of steps on its 
southern side between the two massive columns, you find 
yourself looking over the lip of a trench and surveying the 
area that the Germans must have observed so easily.

Thiepval Memorial is generally considered to be one of 
Lutyens’ great contributions to architecture, and is in the 
form of an immense four-square brick and concrete classical 
arch. Close to, it is breath-taking. Prom a distance it has 
an ethereal quality which suggests to the beholder that it is 
either suspended from heaven or else a mirage. As one races 
along the road from Amiens to Albert, it hovers on the horizon 
on the left hand, in the middle of an undulating area, which, 
although now under cultivation, had removed from it during 
the war of T4-18, every single feature, both natural and 
artificial, except the actual contours of the ground itself. At 
intervals the road itself suddenly changes from tarmac to 
pave—the only indication that here rather more than 30 years 
ago some village or small town throve. I like to consider 
that I was the first Englishman to visit Thiepval after its 
liberation, because as I arrived there a woman rushed out of 
a little bungalow nearby and presented me with a bouquet 
of flowers, and in them, hand-made, the Union Jack, the Stars 
and Stripes and the Tricouleur.

Most of these long range visits were to 30 Corps who had 
carried out the pursuit with Guards Armoured and 11 
Armoured, the two armoured divisions trained by ourselves. 
The only way to find their H.Q. was to keep on all day over
taking the endless stream of traffic. On the centre line the 
traffic was endless while on any other road there was none, 
so you knew you were on the right track if you continued to 
shoot past the convoys. There was no hope of catching up 
with them before dark, as they were always on the move until then.

It happened that I was pursuing 30 Corps the day that 
our troops first crossed into Belgium. As they had not done 
this when I started off from 8 Corps, it was a great moment 
when it suddenly dawned on me that the flags out were 
Belgian ones and that we had actually crossed the frontier. 
If I had delayed at 30 Corps a bit longer the next morning 
I could have been present at the memorable entry into 
Brussels. Two or three days later I passed through Brussels 
twice, on a run to Guards Armoured, and at a traffic hold-up 
became the fortunate recipient of a bunch of grapes and a 
cigar! Just before my visit. Guards Armoured had captured 
ten lorry loads of champagne, so the hospitality of their Mess 
was even more lavish than usual, which is saying something.

Shortly after this, just as we at 8 Corps were coming to 
the conclusion that we were about to be disbanded, having 
had all our corps troops and half our signals taken away to 
assist in the pursuit, we were suddenly ordered up into 
Belgium. This was in order to take part in that memorable 
operation. Market Garden, which was the name for the air
borne attacks on Nimegen and Arnhem.

This plan broadly speaking was as follows: 1st Airborne 
was to get the bridge at Arnhem, 82 U.S. Airborne was to 
capture the bridges at Nimegen and Grave and 101 Airborne, 
later of Bastogne fame, was to capture some bridges in the 
Eindhoven area. At the same time 30 Corps, using Guards 
Armoured and infantry divisions behind them, were to link 
up the airborne divisions. There was only one not too good 
road for a centre line, and owing to the boggy nature of the 
ground, we knew, and as soon as the attack was launched, the

Germans knew, that the armour could not deploy off it, nor 
was there any alternative route. It was just K.B.O. To give 
an idea of the magnitude of the operation on such a narrow 
centre-line, it was stated that thirty thousand vehicles had 
to go up the centre line before any were to be allowed back.

It is probable that if the weather had held, the operation 
would have been completely successful; as it was, with the 
weather breaking on the second day. six of the seven vital 
bridges were captured, and five of them Intact. The bridge 
that was blown, was one over the canal at Zon north of 
Eindhoven. This was very quickly put up with the help of 
German P.W. They say that enthusiasm is infectious, and it 
certainly was in this case, for some officer who had been sent 
up to report progress back to Guards Armoured was roundly 
cursed by a German for getting in the way!

The job of 8 Corps in this battle was to clear up the 
right flank of the main thrust; it developed into a series of 
assault crossings over endless canals. It was also our task 
to take over command of various divisions as 30 Corps dropped 
them off on the way up. It was stirring times for liaison work, 
as the Germans were continually popping in and cutting the 
centre-line, and D.Rs. and L.Os. and air O.Ps. were being picked 
up and shot down in profusion. I had my driver, my jeep 
and my kit captured by one of these sorties, when I was 
already attached to the 101 and my kit was being sent up 
to join me.

Being attached to an American Airborne Division was 
quite an experience. They were a magnificent crowd of chaps, 
but their conversation seemed to be entirely limited to guns, 
knives, fights and blood! They always placed their H.Q. in 
the most obvious place they could find, as they thought it 
was conducive to atmosphere to have a few shells falling 
around them! Later on when they were put In Bastogne, their 
General was on leave In the States at the time, but he was 
flown out and dropped in, in sufficient time to send his famous 
message “To the German General—Nuts,” in reply to their 
ultimatum to surrender.

One Armoured Car Troop of the Household Cavalry did 
succeed in getting to the banks of the Lek below Arnhem, but 
had to be withdrawn: not before they had managed to sink 
a barge motoring gaily down the river and flying the Swaztika. 
In return for this feat they received the signal “Splice the 
main-brace” from division.

By the end of October H.Q. 8 Corps was between Eind
hoven and Helmond and remained there till March. Once the 
west bank of the Maas had been cleared the war In our sector 
became very static, while the other corps, particularly 30 
Corps, raced backwards and forwards behind us. About this 
time I spent a month with U.S. 7th Armoured Division. When 
I first joined them they had for reasons best known to them
selves. set up their H.Q. in the middle of the largest peat bog 
for miles. However we soon persuaded them to move into 
a more sophisticated milieu. I became known as “High Power” 
when I was with them, for the following reason: communica
tion with corps was by line which was very weak because of 
the distance and also probably because the line was trailed in 
a few canals en route. The consequence was that the moment 
I got through to corps I used to have to yell at the top of 
my voice, “Go on high power,” as American phones had no 
high power fitting. I also found their system of pass-words 
alarming, as I never could remember them. However, after 
about a week I found that if I said "Oh Lord! I’ve forgotten 
the beastly thing” or some such, they nearly always replied: 
“Is that the British liaison officer?” so all would be well.

They left our command in November and went into 
American reserve. When the Ardennes offensive started, they 
were rushed into St. Vith, and it was their holding on there 
which enabled 101 A/B Div. to get into Bastogne unmolested. 
8 Corps was in no way connected with the battle of Ardennes 
and I have only met one member of the regiment who was. 
This was Cant. Alan Gardiner, then with the Fife and Forfar 
Yeo. 29th Armoured Bde., who had jtist been sent back to Belgium 
to exchange their Shermans for Comets, when the fun started. 
They took over their Shermans again and rushed for the 
nearest bridge on the Maas south of Liege and the Fife and 
Forfar arrived there just as the German tanks, at their extreme 
point of penetration did the same. A little shooting took 
place and then the next day nothing happened. After a little 
careful reconnaissance they found about a dozen abandoned



106 THE QUEEN’S OWN GAZETTE.
tanks, all of which had run out of fuel. It so happened that 
In this area the American L of C ran from South to North, 
and not as the Germans thought, from West to East, so that 
their attack merely ran across the top of tire American L of C 
and did not run along it as was intended. The success of 
the plan was based on the capture of American fuel dumps. 
The American division that took the weight of the German 
attack had only been put in the line for the first time the 
day before, but on its left it had the American crack infantry 
division—the 1st. This division does not seem to have yielded 
an inch of ground during the whole battle. This deflected 
the German attack from the direction of Liege, the capture 
of which, with Antwerp, was its objective.

During the winter various regiments came to Helmond. 
about two miles from our H.Q. to rest. In this way I saw 
several bid Queen's Own. The Inns of Court was there for 
about a fortnight and I managed to see Lieuts. Pip Browne, 
John Holgate and Attenborough who wort* all troop leaders. 
I also saw Cpl. Turner, who had been a signal corporal with 
the 9th Bn., and Tpr. Penfold who had been in my platoon 
when I first joined the 9th. Later, just before the battle of 
the Reichwald Forest began. 53 Recce Regt. moved in. They 
had Major Sir Harry d'Avigdor Goldsmid as one of their 
squadron leaders. He had already got the M.C. and a Mention 
when I saw him, the former for making a solo recce of a river 
crossing somewhere in Normandy under very difficult circum
stances. Later ho got the D.S.O. It was at the stage when 
our advance across Germany was meeting stiffening resistance 
from Marines being sent out from Hamburg. It seems that 
the Germans had pin-pointed the squadron unobserved, and 
then at dusk they attacked. Sir Harry was among the first 
to be hit, but continued to conduct the battle from a stretcher. 
In reply to a demand for surrender, he replied “I’m damned if 
we do!" Eventually they were relieved by another squadron. 
When I saw him he was resplendent in a magnificent new pair 
of corduroy trousers of brilliant hue. Also in this regiment 
was Sgt. Woolley, performing the duties of O.R.S. Few men, 
when privates have exercised so much authority over officers 
and N.C.Os. as Woolley managed to, when seated in the P.R.I. s 
office of the 9th Bn. For his despatch clerk he had L.-Cpl. 
Chandler, who had performed similar duties also for the 9th 
Bn.

It was also about this time, that when out on some job. 
I was tearing past some convoy in my usual style, when I 
realised it was 49 Recce I was passing. I glanced in the next 
jeep that I passed and there sure enough, was Capt. Bernard 
Russell. We Iroth stopped and had a chat. He at that time 
was doing 2 i/c to Major Arthur Baucher, who commanded 
H.Q. Squadron; they spent most of the winter in the ice and 
slush of the “island." as the small area north of Nimeaen was 
called. I did not see Major Baucher on this occasion, but 
had seen him once in Normandy. 49 Dlv. was never under 
our command or I might have seen more of them. Shortly 
after this I went over and saw Lieut. J. P. Harrison, who at 
that time was L.O. to a brigade in 43 Div. He had landed as 2 i/c 
of a squadron of 59 Recce. He had taken over command of 
his squadron the day after landing, when his Sqdn.-Ldr. 
became a casualty. He commanded the squadron until the 
regiment, with the rest of the division, was disbanded, when 
he had not been commanding the squadron quite long enough 
to become a W/S Capt., so having been an acting Major, he 
had to revert to Lieut., which all who know him. will agree, 
was a rotten piece of luck, for such an efficient officer. How
ever he was in a philosophic frame of mind when I saw him 
and we had a long gossin about old times.

Our front on the Maas was gradually rolled up, as the 
American and Canadian Armies worked towards each other 
along the banks of the Rhine. We were all a little surprised 
by the emotion our departure from our little village in Holland 
caused. Quite a lot of the women were in tears! As we had 
naturally to turn the place upside down to get in we thought 
they would be more than glad to see the last of us.

We set up in a small German town some miles west of 
Wesel, called Issum. and started planning our portion of the 
Rhine crossing. The role of 8 Corps for this operation was 
again follow-up corps. In this case our job was to take over 
from U.S. 18 A/B Corps, ns soon as possible after the drop of 
6th (Br.) and 17 U.S. A/B Divs., so that 18 A/B Corps could 
rush back to Paris to plan a possible A/B operation over the 
Elbe.

I took an early opportunity to go and see Cologne. 
Munchen. Gladbach and Crefeld. I was very keen to see a heavily 
bombed German town, to compare it with those we had seen 
in Normandy. I had begun to feel back in Normandy that 
I never should see a whole building again. Curiously enough the 
least damage was done on the beaches. I couldn't help 
wondering whether that mass destruction of towns and 
hamlets really did assist the war all that amount. Some of 
the locals also wondered a bit, too, but in spite of this, were

very glad to see us. I think the answer is that for a landing 
of this kind no possible form of hindrance to the enemy could 
be omitted. Broadly speaking, the damage In Germany was 
not so spectacular as elsewhere. The reason for this was that 
the bombing in Normandy had been tactical, i.e., with H.E. 
to create a blockage, while in most cases in Germany it had 
been stategic and therefore with a high percentage of 
incendaries which caused fires to sweep through the towns. 
Consequently to a large extent the walls of buildings were 
left standing and one did not get those gaping vistas. Another 
point was that the Germans did only the minimum of 
clearance. In Crefeld and elsewhere there were large heaps 
of rubble half blocking the roads and covered in grass. My 
first impression on going into Crefeld, was that it had not 
had much damage after all, as there only seemed to be a few 
heaps of rubble where H.E. had fallen. Then It slowly dawned 
on me that not a single house I had seen had got a roof on 
it, or any floors either, for that matter. Cologne was much 
ihe same. I inspected the cathedral which was looking very 
gloomy. It had no windows, a hole through the Chancel roof 
and had obviously been "laid up” during the war.

The most complete piece of destruction I saw was a small 
town of perhaps five or six thousand people-—it was difficult 
to estimate—called Aunay sur Odon. in Normandy. It was for 
all the world as if a giant bulldozer had worked its way 
systematically over the town, and had only left standing the 
church spire. Everywhere else it was a level heap of rubble 
rather similar to the rubbish dumps one passes near big towns. 
If ever the expression “Not one stone upon another" applied 
to anywhere, it must have applied to this unfortunate place. 
For economy of effort I give top place to Wesel on the Rhine. 
This had been a town of sixty thousand. The total number 
of heavies used on it in both raids totalled less than 280. 
using H.E. only, and its destruction was complete. The only 
undamaged places were the station and the barracks next 
door. Tills was just as well for they have since made a very 
useful staging camp. The rest of the town was merely a 
series of colossal craters.

The A/B drop across the Rhine took place in perfect 
weather, and as at the moment we were not actively engaged. 
I went and watched the fly-in from the top of a flat roofed 
house. Evidently I had chosen the best place, because we were 
shortly joined by the Supreme Commander, who arrived in 
a convoy of ten jeeps. A short way off Churchill was on a 
hill with the C.I.G.S. and various other high ranking officers. 
Some Gunners gave Churchill some tea, which he nobly drank, 
but immediately afterwards had a long pull at an enormous 
fiaslc which he produced from somewhere on his person. In 
high spirits he then walked over to some officers from our 
H.Q. who had helped to plan the operation, and asked them 
if they knew that an A/B operation was about to begin! In 
the middle of this conversation the first aircraft appeared over 
ihe hill, and exclaiming "There they are! There they are!” he 
ran as fast as he could to the crest of the hill.

From where I was. the imminent arrival of the aircraft 
was heralded by the sudden cessation of the artillery. Although 
we were some way behind the gun area the noise was loud 
enough to create an eerie and un-natural quiet when the guns 
suddenly stopped and everybody turned expectantly to look 
to the West. Almost immediately the head of the stream 
appeared. The aircraft sailed majestically round in a sharp 
hair-pin bend over the dropping area. The haze was just too 
thick to see the actual jumps, but we could see the gliders 
being released. Almost at the same time as the first wave, it 
seemed, the first aerial re-supply started. In contrast to the 
orderly and sedate stream of the troop-carrying planes, the 
re-supply ones seem to fly all anyhow. They flew much lower 
and therefore what appeared to be much faster. Most of 
them, which included all types of Allied four-engine machines, 
flew at 0 feet.

We crossed the Rhine on D plus 2, and took over command 
of the two A/B divisions and 6 Guards Tank Bde., which was 
working with them. The Class 40 American pontoon bridge 
by which we crossed had been put across by the Americans in 
the amazing time of less than six hours They started to build 
it just before midnight on D plus 1. and had vehicles crossing 
by 05.00 the next morning, and it seems to me it was an amazing 
achievement. Granted they had marvellous equipment, lots 
of man-power and no obstruction from the enemy. Americans 
seem to treat the war rather like big business and seeing 
them at it some times made me wish we would do the same!

The destruction behind the Rhine up to a line running 
about north and south through Munster was almost as great 
as in Normandy—almost, but not quite. The Allied air force 
hod certainly done its stuff, but here there was not so much 
violent fighting. All the rather prosperous looking farms were 
flying at least one white flag from the highest point of their 
houses, and most of them had several There was no doubt 
about what they thought about the war!
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I spent a good deal of time during the advance attached 

to U.S. 17 A/B Div. and tying things up between them and 
6 Guards Tank Bde. This combination was 100 per cent, 
successful. The Americans used to ride along on the backs of 

^  the Churchills, and between them they made short work of 
anything that got in the way. It was originally intended to 
pull the Guards Bde. out and send them somewhere else, but 
17 A/B made such a fuss when they heard that their partner
ship was to be broken up, that they remained together until 
17 A/B were pulled out to prepare for the Elbe crossing, the 
A/B element of which, in fact, never came off. The general 
American criticism of our armoured troops was that they were 
too slow, because they were always making tea!

A/B divisions, apart from their initial mobility, are not 
designed for mobile warfare once they have dropped. In 
consequence we had great difficulty in finding out at corps 
just what was happening. This is not a criticism, but a 
statement of fact. This resulted in my being ordered one 
night by the Corps Commander, who at this time was Lieut.- 
General E. H. Barker, to go into Osnabruck and see who was 
there! The only thing I knew was that if the enemy were 
not there, it would be the Commando Bde., who were just 
as likely to have a pot at me and say “Who went there?” It 
was a pitch black night and Osnabruck was like a city of 
the dead and apparently completely deserted. It had of course 
been completely wrecked by the R.A.F. and many of the 
streets were completely blocked either by heaps of rubble or 
enormous craters. I found it safer to walk in front of my 
Scout Car. I had a 25000 map and a book of town plans 
of Germany, but they were quite useless. I wandered about 
for an hour and a half without seeing a soul, orientating 
myself partly by the stars and partly by a little stream that 
ran through the middle of the town. Eventually, completely 
lost, I halted in a small square. A short way off I could hear 
the stream. After a minute the sudden stamping of feet 
broke the stillness. I felt I had not been in the 
Army nearly six years without being able to recognise the 
unmistakable clank of “boots, ammunition”! Fortunately I 
was right! A very cautious approach showed the owner of the 
feet to be Commando. And what gave the encounter a rather 
musical comedy turn was that he had lost his voice, so his 
conversation was limited to a series of hoarse whispers!

Belsen was captured by 11 Armoured Div. who were under 
our command. It was actually handed over under truce, 
after a special representative from Himmler had come across. 
There was a stand still order along a certain line, and while 
our B.G.S. was across arranging the details with the Germans, 
one of our infantry battalions, which was in the middle of 
a forest, unwittingly crossed the line. The Germans imme
diately stopped negotiations and “arrested” the B.G.S. until 
the troops had withdrawn. I was sent out into the forest 
to locate them and bring them back. Owing to their being 
in a forest, wireless was, of course, useless, so no one knew 
precisely where they were, except the Germans, and I could 
scarcely ask them! However, on this occasion, I found them 
just before it got dark. I happened to run into their B.H.Q., 
but only found the M.O. to speak to, as it seemed that all 
the other officers were out trying to find the Coys., as B.H.Q. 
could not contact them by wireless either! However, it was 
sorted out in the end, and the agreement sounded rather like 
an exercise, as it was arranged that the Germans were to put 
up signs in English and German, saying “Out of bounds—• 
Typhus”!! What is more, they did it.

About this time the naval troops from Hamburg began to 
make themselves felt. We had just got a footing across the 
Aller when we were violently attacked by a German Marine 
Commando Unit, but it so happened that the people they had 
elected to attack were our own Commandos. The result was 
a local, but very violent and bloody battle in which knives, 
feet, bayonets and everything else were used. After a struggle 
of about three hours we were left masters of the field. One 
cannot help feeling that it was a very good thing that it 
happened to be our Commandos who had this attack to cope 
with.

We paused at Luneburg to plan the Elbe crossing, which 
we were to do in company with the Americans, while the rest 
of Second Army cleared up south of Hamburg. I was again 
attached to the Americans for this operation which went like 
clockwork against negligible opposition. The Commander of 
the German Army Group Vistula which was in front of us 
had already sent out his signal to his Army Commanders, 
“copies to General Eisenhower and F.M. Montgomery” to the 
effect that if the Allied troops were trying to get to grips 
with the Russians they were not to be impeded, but that if 
they were killing Germans, they were to be resisted at all 
cost. However we never heard about that one until some 
time later, and I have often wondered how he got his message 
across.

What brought us to a standstill on a line from very

roughly Wismar to Wittenberg, was the enormous number of 
troops surrendering. The order was that as these troops had 
not been fighting against us, but against the Russians, we were 
not allowed to accept any organised surrender, but that if they 
came individually we could case them. The result was tnat 
about 800,000 came individually I All roads leading West 
were packed with a stream that flowed on day ana night. 
First came the transport, with soldiers on the bonnets, on the 
roofs, hanging on to the outsides—just everywhere. I was 
surprised to see the Germans had still so much transport. 
First it was the motor transport, later the horse-drawn, all 
nose to tail, and finally the endless marching columns. They 
were well disciplined, and here and there over the countryside, 
wherever a large open space looked suitable, the columns were 
concentrated. Until you have seen an airfield like, say 
Detling, completely filled with humans and more still pouring 
in, you have no idea how many people there are in the world!

I finished up at Hagenow with U.S. 19 Corps and while 
there I heard or a train-load of English P.O.W. down at the 
station. I was the first Englishman to meet them — lots of 
Americans had of course—and by a curious coincidence they 
turned out to be mostly men who had been taken prisoner 
in 132 Bde. in 1940 At least half of them were Queen's Own, 
none of whom I knew, but that did not matter. Like all the 
P.O.W. they were amazingly well behaved. After years as a 
prisoner to find yourself ail of a sudden at liberty and the 
masters of your oppressors, is surely a very big temptation to 
run amok or at least be a bit disorderly. However the only 
thing P.O.W. ever seemed to do was to “requisition” one or 
two cars, and have a bit of a drive round.

On VE Day I was back with 8 Corps, north of Lubeck, 
and was one of a party that set out to make a recce for our 
permanent occupational headquarters. It was a perfect day 
and we were all naturally in perfect spirits. We had an R.V. 
with an Air O.P. on Kiel airfield. There was no traffic of any 
kind on the roads, as ours was taking the day off and the 
Germans had none. Our little column of two jeeps and my 
Scout car whizzed down the autobahn, and I was interested 
to find that with the governor removed we had the legs of 
the jeeps, though not the acceleration. The reader who has 
reached thus far may have noticed that I always went every
where at high speed. He is right. I considered it sound 
policy to train my drivers to drive fast, so that when I had 
to go fast, which was quite often, I could do so without getting 
myself killed.Up on Kiel airfield German aeroplanes were continually 
flying in from the Latvian pocket, unaware that the R.A.F. 
were already in situ. We drove down into the completely 
devastated town. Here in the midst of all the wreckage, we 
stopped to listen on my Scout Car wireless to Churchill's 
speech. It seemed a fitting climax that here, in the “cradle 
of the German Navy,” the scene of the first air raid of the 
war, and now reduced to piles of rubble, we should listen to 
that unique voice, which even passing Germans stopped to 
hear. --------- 4---------

RE-UNION
The Reg imenta l Re-union will be held in Maidstone on 

Sunday, 28th July; fu r th e r  deta ils will be pub l i sh ed  next 
month

TENT CLUB
Members o f  the Officers' T en t C lub may be in terested to 

know th a t if a p itch can be ob ta in ed  on the Mote Cricket 
Ground, tha t it is h oped  to  have a ten t du r in g  the Maidstone 
Cricket Week, 24th to  30th July.

EYES RIGHT n o  t i c  eS
If you want your Evening Wear, 
Sports Wear, or in fatt anything 
Laundered expertly, send to the

Maidstone & District Laundry Go., Ltd.
Loose Road, Maidstone.

Telephone : M aidstone 3020
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A NAPOLEONIC WAR VETERAN 
ALSO FOUGHT HITLER

Built as a bastion against Napoleon’s threatened invasion 
and used as an observation post in the recent war, this 
Martello Tower is to be preserved by Folkestone Council.
The decision of Folkestone Corporation to retain as a 

building of “historic interest," a Martello tower, at the western 
end of the Leas, at Folkestone, recalls that the tower was one 
of the chief Royal Observer Corps posts on the South East 
coast during the war.

The tower overlooks the Channel and gives an uninter
rupted view from just west of Dover to Dungeness, and, on 
a clear day, as far as Rye.

In mid-February, 1940, the tower was manned for the first 
time by members of the Royal Observer Corps, recruited from 
Folkestone residents.

THE FIRST ALARM
From that day in February until the summer of this 

year the post was manned continuously day and night.
The first Luftwaffe formations to cross the Channel were 

sighted from the tower and the alarm given.
In those early summer days of 1940, before the "Battle of 

Britain" started, the observers saw one attack after another on 
our convoys as they sailed through the narrow Straits.

They watched exciting air battles overhead, and they saw 
the little ships bombed and sometimes sunk.

Later, when the Nazis resorted to hit-and-run raids along 
the South-East Coast, a special alarm system was operated 
from the tower to warn Folkestone people that enemy aircraft were in the immediate vicinity.

GUIDED R.A.F. PILOTS
A system of firing rockets was also used to give immediate 

alarm of low-flying raiders, and rockets were also used to help 
and guide R.A.F. fighter pilots to their target during the flying 
bomb attacks.

The watchers had a good many narrow escapes from bomb, 
ing and machine-gunning, and during the flying-bomb activity 
many of the missies were shot down into the sea immediately in front of the tower.

The tower was also'excellently situated for observing the 
flashes of the Germans’ long range guns on the French coast at Calais, Cap Grisnez and near Boulogne.

TELL-TELL FLASHES
The spotting of a flash meant that within about 90 seconds 

an enemy shell would be bursting somewhere on this side of the Straits.
The observers, as well as playing such a valuable part 

in plotting enemy aircraft and “doodle-bugs,” also helped 
crippled R.A.F. bombers returning across the Channel from the Continent to get home.

The tower is one of a number in the Folkestone district 
which were built at a time when Napoleon’s Grand Army 
was massing on the other side of the Channel to invade Britain in the early 19th century.

It is in an excellent state of preservation.

SPECIAL OFFER 
O F
F I N E S T
S C O T C H  
WHISKY
Guaranteed the 
product of the 
finest Highland 

distilleries.
Also a choice selection of 
qua l i t y  Wi nes ,  Sp i r i t s ,  
Brand i es ,  G i n ,  Sher r i es ,  
Liqueurs, Ports, Champagnes, 

etc.
SPECIAL QUOTATIONS FOR HOTELS, 
RESTAURANTS, CANTEENS & THE TRADE

Write for price list or call

ORIAWINE COMPANY LTD.

44, SOUTH AUDLEY STREET 
LONDON, W.1
Telephone ; GROsvenor 4817/4647 

Telegraphic Address: Sheriport, Audley, London



JUNE, 1946

THE CEIEEN’S OWN

THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT

Allied Regiments o f the Dominions:
The Carleton & York Regiment, Woodstock, N.5. Canada 
The Kent Regiment, Chatham, Ontario, Canada 
The Canterbury Regiment, Christchurch. New Zealand



THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE
The Regimental Journal of The Q ueens Own Royal West Kent Regiment

No. 849. JUNE, 1946 Vol. LXIV. No. 6.

THE QUEEN’S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT. (50)
HOME COUNTIES AREA.

“Quo Fas et Gloria Ducunt.”

BATTLE HONOURS BORNE ON THE REGIMENTAL COLOUR :
The Sphinx, superscribed “Egypt.”

“Vimiera,” “Corunna,” “Almaraz,” "Vittoria,” “Pyrenees.” "Nive.” "Orthes,” "Peninsula,” “Punniar,” "Moodkee.”
“Ferozcshali," “Allwal,” “Sohraon,” “Alma,” “Inkerman,” “Sevastopol,” “Lucknow,” "New Zealand,” “Egypt, 1882,”

“Nile, 1884-85,” "South Africa, 1900-02," Afghanistan, 1919.”
BATTLE HONOURS BORNE ON THE KING’S COLOUR :

“Mons,” “Ypres, 1914, T5, T7, T8,” “Hill 60,” “Somme, 1916, T8." “Vimy, 1917,” "Italy, 1917, T8,” “Gallipoli, 1915,”
“Gaza,” “Defence of Kut A1 Amaia,” “Sharqat.”

THE GREAT WAR BATTLE HONOURS—18 BATTALIONS :
“Mons,” “Lc Cateau.” “Retreat from Mons,” “Marne. 1914,” “Ainsne, 1914,” “La Bassee, 1914,” “Messeines, 1914, T7,” 
"Ypres, 1914, T5 T7, 18,” “Hill 60,” “Gravenstavel.” “St. Julien,” "Frezenberg," “Loos,” “Somme, 1916, ‘18,”
“Albert, 1916, T8,” "Bazentin,” “Delville Wood,” “Pozieres,” "Guillemont," "Flers-Courcelette,” “Morval,” “Thiepval,” 
“Le Transloy,” “Ancre Heights,” “Ancre, 1916. T8,” Arras,”1917, ’18," “Vimy, 1917," "Scarpe, 1917,” “Oppy,"
“Pllckcm," "Langemnrck, 1917,” “Menin Road,” “Polygon Wood,” “Broodseinde,” “Passchendaele,” “Cambrai, 1917, T8” 
“St. Quentin," “Rosleres,” “Avre,” Villers Bretonneux,” "Lys,” "Hazebrouck,” "Kemmel,” “Amiens,” “Bapaume, 1918," 
“Hindenburg Line,” “Epehy," “Canal du Nord," “St. Quentin Canal,” "Courtrai,” “Selle,” “Sambre,” 
“France and Flanders, 1914-18,” “Italy, 1917, T8,” “Suvla,” "Landing at Suvla," "Scimitar Hill,” “Gallipoli, 1915," 
“Rumani,” “Egypt, 1915-16,” "Gaza," “El Mughar,” "Jerusalem,” “Jericho,” "Tell ’Asur,” “Palestine, 1917, T8”

“Defence of Kut A1 Amara,” "Sharqat,” "Mesopotamia, 1915-18.”

TEditorial
A number of excellent press photographs of the 

“Unveiling of the Kohima Memorial” have been received, 
five of which are republished in this issue.

If any of our readers would like copies (sizes 8 x 6 in.) 
they are requested to write to The Editor, Q.O.G., The 
Barracks. Maidstone, quoting the number which appears 
on each photograph and at the same time forward l/9d. 
for each print applied for.

The complete set will be on view during the Re
union on Sunday the 28th July, and the list will finally 
close on the 31st July.

Applicants are warned that it will be some time be
fore they receive their order, as the photographs have to 
be ordered from India.

It has been brought to our notice that in the article 
reporting the Bishop of Rochester’s sermon at the Memorial 
Service which was published last month, no mention 
was made of those who fought and died in Burma.

The omission is deeply regretted.

We are pleased to have received visits during trie 
month from : —

Capt. R. J. Penny, late Adjutant .13 I.T.C, now re
leased.

Lieut. R. J. Bland, who was serving with 13 I.T.C., 
now released.

Capt. R. Mines, M.B.E., from the 1st Battalion, who 
is taking over Quarter Master of the 13th I.T.C.

Brig. E. W. D. Weston, D.S.O.. who is home on 
leave from India.

We have received the following address and present 
appointment in answer to the Editorial appeal in the 
December issue: —

Lt.-Col. H. S. Chaplin, commanding 2nd Bn. The 
King's Own Malta Regiment.—Union Club, Malta.

Gazettes have been returned from the Post Office, as 
the addressee has gone away. Will anyone who knows 
the present address o f any of these subscribers please in
form the Editor: —

Lt.-Col. S. T. Twisleten-Wykenham Fiennes.
P. Payne, Esq.
A. Buckingham, Esq.

RE-UNION
The Regimental Re-unio.n will be held in Maidstone 

on Sunday, 28th July; further details wil be published 
next month.

The Editor acknowledges with thanks receipt of the 
following Journals: —

The Sapper.
The R.A.S.C. Journal.
The Snapper.
The Globe and Laurel.
The R.A.O.C. Journal.
The Dragon.
Subscription rates:-—

Officers 9/- per annum, post free;
Other Ranks 5/- per annum, post free; 
Single Copies 5d., post free.

y
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K O H I M A
.“AT KOHIMA IN APRIL .1944 THE JAPANESE 

INVASION OF INDIA WAS HALTED.”—So reads 
the eight-foot high memorial erected for the men who 
fell in the heroic defence of Kohima. The monolith is 
similar to ones used by the Naga tribesmen to honour 
their dead slain in battle. Under the inscription is a 
large bronze plaque set in the stone with the Order of 
Battle and the dedication:

Then follows the units who took part and at the 
base of the memorial, in red sandstone and black marble, 
is 5 Div’s. famous sign, the ball o f fire.

The inscription on the memorial is given below.
The ceremony of unveiling the memorial was per

formed by the District Commissioner of the Naga Hills, 
Mr. C. R. Pawsey, C.S.I., C.I.E., M.C., who remained in 
Kohima throughout the campaign. Present at the cere
mony were officers and men of the Assam Rifles, the 908 
Jndian Workshops, and civilians. The Queen's Own 
Royal West Kents provided the guard of honour.

Owing to the fact that 5 Div. is now in Malaya, only 
Padre R. B. Randolph and nine men of the Kents could 
be present. All ten suffered the siege. After the unveiling 
a Gurkha bugler sounded the Last Post and a private who 
had been severely wounded at Kohima placed a wreath at 
the base of the monument.

Five Division was the senior Indian Division in the 
Burma theatre, and took part in four separate campaigns. 
In 1943 the division went into action in the Arakan. In 
March, 1944, when the Japanese threat to Manipur 
developed, the entire division was flown out to Kohima. 
In July of the same year the division began the long and 
arduous campaign down the Tiddim Road that brought it 
to victory at Kalemyo last November. Last Spring 5 Div. 
was in action on the Mandalay-Rangoon road.

Republished with the hind permission of the Editor of 
The Phoenix.

The inscription on the Memorial reads'.

ERECTED BY THEIR COMRADES OF 161st INDIAN INFANTRY 
BRIGADE GROUP IN PROUD AND UNDYING MEMORY OF THE 
OFFICERS AND MEN OF THE FOLLOWING UNITS OF THE 5th INDIAN 
DIVISION WHO FELL IN THE DEFENCE AND RELIEF OF KOHIMA

MARCH TO JUNE 1944

HEADQUARTERS 161st INDIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE 
161st INDIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE SIGNAL SECTION 
4th BATT. THE QUEEN’S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGT.
1st B A T T A L I O N  T H E  1st P U N J A B  R E G I M E N T  
4th B A T T A L I O N  T H E  7th R A J P U T  R E G I M E N T  
HEADQUARTERS 24th INDIAN MOUNTAIN REGIMENT 
2nd ( D E RA J A  T) M O U N T A I N  B A T T E R Y  F.F.
11th ( D E HRADUN )  M O U N T A I N  B A T T E R Y  
12t h  ( P O O N C H )  M O U N T A I N  B A T T E R Y
------  2 0 t h  M O U N T A I N  B A T T E R Y  ------
44th INDIAN FIELD PARK COMPANY Q.V.O MADRAS S & M 
2nd INDIAN FIELD COMPANY K.G.V.O. BENGAL S & M 
3rd B A T T A L I O N  T H E  2nd P U N J A B  R E G I M E N T  
5th I N D I A N  D I V I S I O N A L  R.I.A.S.C. R E G I M E N T  
------  75th I N D I A N  F I E L D  A M B U L A N C E  ------
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LETTERS TO  THE EDITOR Honours and Awards
To The Editor, The Queen's Own Gazette.
Sir,

Many well remembered faces were missed at the Regimental 
Dinner, and I am prompted to quote—with very slight amend
ment—a verse of Robert Browning’s, In the expectation that 
others will have shared my disappointment at the absence of 
the one-time Adjutant of the old Militia Battalion.

“What's become of Waring 
Since he gave us all the slip.
Chose land-travel or seafaring 
Books, and snug at home to sit.
Rather than come up and down 

• To dine with us in London town?”
Yours faithfully,

May 24th, 1946. R.M.L.

Dear Sir,
Q Movements.

H.Q., Alfsea, S.E.A.C.

I have just received January issue of Q.O.G., and thought 
you would like to know that the Regiment are quite well 
represented in Far East. Major-General Riddell and myself 
are serving on the Alfsea staff at Singapore, and Paul Crook, 
just appointed G.I. 17 Div. in Sumatra, looks in from time 
to time. We have also seen Peter Turner this week en route 
home from Sumatra.

Perhaps your readers would be interested to hear that the 
Regiment were represented by myself in French Indo China 
during the troubled occupation period, September '45 to 
February '46. I served as A.Q.M.G. on General Gracey's Mission 
staff, and was the sole R.W.K. officer in the country. I do not 
feel, however, we can claim a battle honour for this!

Best wishes to all officers of the Depot staff, and hope to 
be with you some time in 1948, when we'll complete five years 
in Burma, F.I.C., Singapore, and will be about time to come 
home.

Yours sincerely,
ROBERT C. W. THOMAS, Lt.-Col., late 1st and 2nd Bus.

Dear Sir,

36-38, Harold Road, 
Cliftonville,

Thanet, Kent.

It is good to see the Q.O.G. drop on the mat regularly, it 
is a good “link."

Speaking of the “Gazette.” sir, I wonder if you could make 
an entry for myself and Gil Ralphs.

You see, I will run his holiday residence called “ Grenville” 
at Cliftonville for him. Being on top of the sea and every
thing, it is very modernly equipped and wo intend giving “The 
Service.”

Now my request, could you give it an insertion in the
Q.O.G. please?

We naturally have open dates, they are mainly June 
September with a few in July.

Members of the two Regiments would be gladly received 
and entertained. Terms are very moderate. This goes for Winter holidays as well.

Yours sincerely,
R. F. BLAND.

Dear Sir,
The many friends of Major L. M. Reid. M.C., R.A.M.C., who 

was Medical officer of the 1st Bn. from 1940 to 1944, will be 
pleased to hear news of him. Demobilised in December, last 
year, he sailed for Trinidad on 25th May, after a long wait for repatriation.

Through Capt. Mines at the I.T.C., he send his regards 
to all he knew, including his old stretcher bearers, and to use 
his own words “R.W.K. is indelibly imprinted upon my mind, and I’ll never forget.”

His address is 8. Queen's Park East, Port of Spain. Trinidad,S.W.I.
Yours faithfully,

R. MINES.

EXTRACTS FROM LONDON GAZETTE.
Mentioned in recognition of gallant and distinguished services 

in Burma : —
Maj. (Temp.) L. R. E. Sayle (176335).
Maj. (Temn.) J. D. K. Short (172343).
Maj. (Temp.) H. C. Smith (130079).
Capt. (Temp.) J. P. Armitage (149866).
Capt. (Temp.) T. R. Culyer (155011).
Lt. E. A. Deed (330729).
6349998 Sgt. R. R. Stewart.
6345362 Sgt. C. J. Veall.
6350177 Pto. G. C. Marsh.

ERRATA
Mentious-in-Despatches

London Gazette of 29th November, 1945 (No. 37368)
For 6340823 W.O.II H. A. Packer, R.W.K., substitute 6341183 

W.O.II J. F. Packer, R.W.K.
Mentioned in recognition of gallant and distinguished services 

in the Mediterranean Theatre.
MENTIONED IN DESPATCHES

Maj. (Temp.) J. S. Hughes (149036).
Maj. (Actg.) D. G. Perkins (124250).
Capt. (Temp.) T. B. Cammiade, M.C. (117965).
Capt. (Temp.) J. A. Eason (72416).
Capt. (Temp.) K. R. W. Ker (186007).
Capt. (Temp.) B. I. Royal-Dawson (180271).
Capt. (Temp.) D. W. J. Wood (162612).
Lt. G. W. Matthews (295250).
3242533 W.O.I T. Sharpe.
6347656 W.O.II F. L. R. Chambers.
6343568 W.O.II T. Cunnell.
6345459 W.O.H D. Heskett.
6337655 W.O.II E. Preston.
3907785 ' W.O.H W. Rouse.
6337612 W.O.II A. Waterman.
6345947 W.O.E (Actg.) R. Price.
5727231 C.Q.M.S. G. F. Cooper.
6353296 C.Q.M.S. E. Davies.
6340314 C.Q.M.S. E. Murray.

13023141 Sgt. T. Barry.
6088623 Sgt. R. Caswell.
5257284 Sgt. W. E. Checketts.
6344289 Sgt. F. G. Hallett.
6346227 Sgt. R. Harriss.
6148176 Sgt. D. H. Riley.

14541498 Cpl. K. Bowditch.
6105603 Cpl. H. Cooper.
6404407 Cpl. C. A. Forster.
6018996 Cpl. D. Newdiek.
6412335 Cpl. A. J. Norrell.
6350030 Cpl. C. W. White.

14553119 Cpl. H. F. Foot.
5339628 L/Cpl. G. Forsberg.
6340850 Pte. F. D. Alder.
6344338 Pte. R. Balcam.
6286738 Pte. F. Bradford.
6020381 Pte. F. D. Garland.
6095971 Pte. W. Jones.
1470898 Pte. N. Lacey.
6345915 Pte. G. W. Morris.

14334216 Pte. R. Perrin.
6410839 Pte. R. J. Vine.

Amendments 
Extracts from London Gazette 

On page 90 of May issue, Honours and Awards should 
read as follows : —

Mentioned in recognition of gallant and distinguished services 
in North-West Europe : —

Maj. (Temp.) De S. H. Lewls-Barned, M.C. (13698).Capt. (Temp.) M. F. Jupp (180270).

RE-UNION
The Regimental Re-union will be held in Maidstone on 

Sunday, 28th July; further details will be published next 
month
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Promotions and Appointments
EXTRACTS FROM LONDON UAZETTE 

PROMOTIONS.
The undermentioned Cadets to be 2nd/Lts. :—

14803570 Eric Desmond Giddings (365300), 10th Feb., 1946. 
2626280 Donald Allred Kay (365323), 10th Feb., 1946. 

14866695 Gordon Leslie Godbolt (365329), 10th Feb., 1946. 
14867507 Bernard William Christopher Richard Wright 

(365358), 10th Feb., 1946.
14497360 Jameson William Jesse Groom (365368', 10th Feb., 

1946.
14867321 Roy Henry John Elsworth (365370), 10th Feb., 1946. 
14739779 Alan Peter Dennis (364752), 6th April, 1946. 
14793252 Brian Arthur Leeks (364821), 6th April, 1946. 
14931736 Robert Keith Charles (364607), 6th April, 1946. 
14936637 Roy Arthur King (364616), 6th April, 1946.
14916136 Philip Gordon Henry Hanks (364660), 6th April, 1946.

The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (A/Capt.) to be T/Capt. 
(Territorial Army) : —

T. Thorpe-Woods (98465), 20th May, 1946, (B.A.O.R.).
RELINQUISHMENTS.

The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (T/Capt.) relinquishes
T/Capt. : —

A de M. Baynham (197262), 19th December, 1945.
(Extract from W..O. Orders No. 19, dated 9th May, 1946). 

The undermentioned W.S./Capt. (T/Maj.) relinquishes
T/MaJ. : —

E. H. Gwyn (57655), 23rd February, 1946.
(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 20, dated 16th May, 1946). 
The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (T/Capt.) relinquishes

T/Capt.: —
H. O. R. Lewis (138038), 8th March, 1946.

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 20, dated 16th May, 1946). 
The undermentioned Maj. (T/Lt.-Col.) relinquishes

T/Lt.-Col. : —
F. Russell (1074), 3rd March, 1946.

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 20, dated 16th May, 1946).
RELINQUISHMENTS.

War Subs. Lt. N. Bloom (301781) relinquishes his commn. 
on account of disability, 11th May, 1946, and is granted 
the hon. rank of Capt.

War Subs. Capt. E. A. Martin (156668) relinquishes his commn. 
15th March, 1946, and is granted hon. rank of Maj.

EXTRACTS FROM ARMY ORDERS, APRIL, 1946.
Stall College, Sandhurst Wing, Camberley : Awards of "(j.s.c.)” 

Capt. D. H. Andrews, M.C.; Lieut-Col. G. P. Fawcett; 
Capt. A. J. M. Flint, M.B.E.; Maj. H. E. Scott.

EXTRACTS FROM WAR OFFICE ORDERS.
PROMOTIONS.

The undermentioned Lt. (A/Capt.) to be T/Capt.: —
P. N. Elgood (108197), 28th March, 1946, (B.A.O.R.).

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 18, dated 2nd May. 1946) 
The undermentioned W.S. Lts. (A/Capts.) to be T/Capts, 

(B.A.O.R.) : —
A. H. Short (296650), 28th March, 1946.
T. D. Bell (229792), 1st May, 1946.

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 18, dated 2nd May, 1946) 
The undermentioned 2nd/'Lt. to be W.S./Lt.: —

J. A. Sutcliffe (357523), 27th April, 1946.
(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 18, dated 2nd May, 1946) 
The undermentioned have been granted T/Rank in M.E. 

Orders : —
W.S./Capt. (T/Maj.) (A/Lt.-Col.) to be T/Lt.-Col. and 

W.S./Maj.: —
G. N. Rose (143463), 28th Nov., 1945.

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 18, dated 2nd May, 1946) 
The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (T/Capt.) (A/Maj.) to be 

T/Maj. and W.S./Capt. (M.E.F.) : —
E. A. Jordan (258391), 20th Feb., 1946.

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 18, dated 2nd May, 1946) 
The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (A/Capt.) to be T/Capt.: — 

A. de M. Baynham (197262), 23rd Jan., 1944.
(Extract from W..O. Orders No. 19, dated 9th May, 1946). 
The undermentioned Capt. (A/Maj.) to be T/Maj.

B.A.O.R.: —
C. H. Keenlyside (58169), 14th May, 1946.

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 20, dated 16th May, 1946). 
The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (A/Capt.) to be T/Capt.:—•

J. D. Wilson (232575), 23rd March, 1945 (Substituted for notifn. 
in W.O. Orders No. 50/1945.

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 20, dated 16th May, 1946). 
The undermentioned 2nd/Lts. to be W.S./Lts. : —

D. Cooper (360314), 14th April, 1946.
G. C. Hurst (360631), 21st April, 1946.
F. R. New (360658), 21st April, 1946.

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 20, dated 16th May, 1946). 
The undermentioned W.S./Lts. (T/Capts.) (A/Majs.) to be 

T/Majs. and W.S./Capts. (B.A.O.R.) : —
A. G. F. Mitchell (203892), 18th May, 1946.
H. P. Towers-Minors (138913), 13th August, 1944.

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 21, dated 23rd May, 1946).
The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (A/Capt.) to be T/Capt.:—-

E. G. Cruekshank (179153), 14th December, 1945.
(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 21, dated 23rd May, 1946).
The undermentioned 2nd/Lt. to be W.S./Lt. : —

J. C. Jones (357829), 17th May, 1946.
(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 21, dated 23rd May, 1916). 
The undermentioned Lt. (T/Capt.) (A/Maj.) to bo T/Maj. 

and W.S./Capt. (C.M.F. Orders) : —
J. D. McLelland (193065), 15th March, 1946.

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 21, dated 23rd May, 1946).

--------- f ---------
ARMY TECHNICAL SCHOOL (BOYS) 
BEACHLEY OLD BOYS’ ASSOCIATION

PROPOSED REUNION
1. —-It is proposed to resume the activities of the Beachley 

Old Boys' Association in the near future by a reunion, to 
be held at Beachley.

2. —The Association, having been dormant during the war 
period, has lost touch with many of its members and other 
Old Boys. All Old Boys are therefore requested to forward to 
the Hon. Secretary of the Association, the following information.

(a) Name, rank, decorations, and military and home 
addresses.

(b) Whether they wish to attend a Reunion at Beachley 
Camp during the Summer.

(c) Whether they wish to join the Old Boys’ Association, 
if not already members. The “Life” subscription is 5/-, 
membership Card and Badge being supplied free. No other 
subscription is payable.

(d) Whether they wish to subscribe for the School 
Journal “The Robot” (published twice annually, annual 
subscription 2/6, post free).

3. —To assist in the compilation of the School “Roll of 
Honour” the Hon. Secretary would also be grateful for any 
information regarding Old Boys who have been killed or have 
died during the War.

Old Boys are asked to bring this matter to the notice 
of any other Old Boys they may meet. The Hon. Secretary will 
be very pleased to answer questions, or to give any information 
that may be required.

It is hoped that all Old Boys will write to the Hon. Secre
tary as the Reunion will be open to all Old Boys whether 
members of the Association or not.

Communications should be addressed to : —
The Hon. Secretary,

Beachley Old Boys’ Association,
Army Technical School (Boys),

Beachley Camp,

EYES RIGHT NOTICE^
If you want your Evening Wear, 
Sports Wear, or in fafct anything 
Laundered expertly, send to the

Maidstone & District Laundry Co,, Ltd.
Loose Road, Maidstone.

Telephone : M aidstone 3020
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OFFICERS’ ANNUAL DINNER AT CONNAUGHT ROOMS. MONDAY, 20th MAY.
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THE REGIMENTAL DINNER
The first Annual Regimental Dinner to be held since 

1939 took place at the Connaught Rooms, on Monday, 20th May.
The Colonel of the Regt., General Sir Charles Bonham 

Carter, G.C.B.. C.M.G., D.S.O., was in the chair.
MaJ. A. G. Rich, who Is serving with the 2nd Bn., was a guest of the officers.
The following members attended the dinner: —
Capt. P. H. Austin; MaJ. R. M. Allfrey; Maj. De 6. H. 

Lewis-Bamed, M.C.; Colonel H. D. Belgrave, D.S.O.; Maj. C. F. 
Bajttye, M.C.; Maj. A. S. Bredon; Maj. R. G. C. Brock,
O.B.E. Maj. R. Brown, M.C.; Maj. J. D. Burrows, M.B.E.; 
Lt. C. Binney; Brigadier H. S. Brown, M.C.; Lt. J. S. Buckland; 
Lt.-Col. P. E. Q. Bryan, D.S.O., M.C.; Lt.-Col. R. W. H. Brown; 
Maj. It. M.B.E., M.C.; O. B. Bhurne, Esq.; Capt. J. D. B.Bailey; Capt. D. Burne.

Capt. R. H. Cale, M.C.; Capt. B. C. Chandler; Capt. R. L. 
Clarke; Lt.-Col. B. L. Clay, O.B.E.; Maj. E. B. Stanley-Clarke; 
Lt.-Col. C. S. Collard; Lt.-Col. A. J. Coe; Capt. M. H. Coyle; 
Maj. M. C. Crlsford; Col. P. E. Crook; Capt. D. M. Collins; 
Capt. T. G. Dobson; Lt.-Col. C. S. Durtnell, O.B.E.; Col. D. J. 
Dean, V.C.; Maj. C. S. A. Duncan; Lt.-Col. G. K. Defrates,
D.S.O., M.C.; J. Douglas, Esq.; Maj. A. A. Eason; Lt.-Col.
H. N. Edwards, O.B.E.; Maj. E. G. Elliott; Lt.-Col. O. M. 
Fry, M.C.; Maj R. J. K. Flint, M.B.E.; Col F. A. Fraser, D.S.O.

Maj. S. F. H. Glynn; Maj. Sir H. D’Avigdor Goldsmith,
D.S.O., M.C.; Maj. M. S. Gale, M.C.; B. Hanchle, Esq.;
Lt.-Col. P. R Hicks; Lt. I. Harrison; Lt.-Col. G. E. Hudson,
0. B.E.; Maj. G. E. C. Hudson; Lt.-Col J. M. Haycraft; Capt.
I. N. Hulburd; Maj. P. G. Holloway; Brigadier O. Y. Hibbert.
D. S.O., M.C.; Lt.-Col. W. M. Knatchbull; Lt.-Col. A. Knox; 
Maj. T. Kenyon; Maj. G. B. Knight; Capt. King; Lt.-Col.
1. R. Lovell; Lt.-Col. H. L. Lewis; Maj. E. B. Loveless; Lt.-Col.
R. M. Lees.

Maj. A. Martyn; Maj. C. A. M. Moody; Capt. P. J. 
Mathewman; Maj. J. A. Myers; Maj. G. W. T. Norton; Capt.
J. R. Nixon, M.C.; E. Newbald, Esq.; Capt. J. O. Orchardson; 
Col. W. V. Palmer; Lt.-Col. H. Peploe. D.S.O.; Col. R. O. 
Pulverman, O.B.E.; Capt. R. J. Penny; Maj. E. G. Reeves; 
Capt. F. W. Rippon; Lt. Randell. M.M.; Lt.-Col. E. A. Sharpin; 
Maj. S. B. Smith; Capt. T. T. W. Stanyon; Maj. D. G. A. 
Sanders; Maj. P. E. M. Shaw; Maj. D. J. K. Short; Capt.
R. S. A. Smith.

Lt.-Col. R. L. Travers, P.B.E.; Capt. C. Tuff; Lt.-Col. 
R. P. Tong, O.B.E.; Lt. A. B. Thompson; Capt. J. F. Fewings- 
Tate; Maj. P. H. Turner; Maj. D. J. Wakefield; Brigadier
N. I. Whltty, D.S.O.; Maj. P. A. Wilson, M.C.; Maj. G. W. 
Weymouth; Lt.-Col. W. Wilberforce, D.S.O., M.C.; Capt. E. S. 
Welch; Maj. C. B. E. Williams; Capt. D. W. J. Wood; Maj.
E. G. Young, M.C.

The following 'honorary member was also present: — 
Lt.-Cal. B. J. F. Malcomson.

After the toast to the King, the Colonel of the Regt. 
rose, breaking, as he said, the custom of the past of no 
after-dinner speeches. He went on to say that as this was 
the first dinner since the end of the war, he felt justified 
in breaking that custom, as the membership of the Club had 
now been extended to include all officers who had held com
missions in the Regiment whether Regular, Territorial, Tem
porary or Emergency.

Annual reunions of this nature went far in maintaining 
that 'esprit de corps’ which had always been so strong in the 
Regiment.

His earnest wish was that many more ex-officers would 
join the Club and that the numbers attending the Dinner 
next year would be far greater.

The "At Home” was held the same afternoon at the 
Connaught Rooms, and the following were present : —

Maj. and Mrs. Allfrey; Lt. Buckland; 'Maj. and Mrs. 
Lewis-Barned and Son, Maj. and Mrs. Burrows; Maj. and 
Mrs. Butler; General Sir Charles and Lady Bonham-Carter; 
Maj. and Mrs. Crlsford; Lt.-Col. Clay: Lt.-Col. and Mrs. Coe; 
Lt.-General Sir George and Lady Cory; Lt.-Col. and Mrs. 
Durtnell; Col. Buchanan-Dunlop; Maj. Duncan; Spencer-Ell, 
Esq.; Lt.-Col. and Mrs. Edwards; Maj. and Mrs. Eason; Col. 
Woulfe-Flanagan; Air Commodore and Mrs. Macneece Foster.

Lt.-Col. and Mrs. Haycraft; Lt.-Col. Hicks; Capt. and Mrs. 
Haynes; Maj. and Mrs. Hudson; Brigadier Hibbart; Lt.-Col. 
and Mrs. Knatchbull; Lt.-Col. and Mrs. Lovell; Mrs. and Miss 
Morse; Maj. and Mrs. Martyn; Lt.-Col. and Mrs. Peploe; Col. 
and Mrs. Pulverman; Col. Palmer; Brigadier-General and Mrs. 
P. M. Robinson; Maj. and Mrs. Felham-Reed; Mrs. Riddell; 
Lt.-Col. and Mrs. Sharpin; Maj. and Mrs. Shaw; Mrs. and 
Miss Knox-Shaw; Mrs R. Style and Mrs. Crombie; Lt.-Col. and 
Mrs. Travers; Maj. Turner; ’ Mrs. Tinsley; Brigadier and Mrs.
N. x. Whitley; Lt.-Col. and Mrs. Wilberforce; Maj. and Mrs. 
Weymouth.

OFFICERS’ PENSIONS SOCIETY.
Officers of all three Services have become gravely concerned 

at the steady decline in the value of their retired pay and the 
pensions of officers’ widows. The proportion of retired pay 
to full pay has decreased considerably since before the last 
war, with the result that retired pay is now quite Inadequate 
to enable the lower and middle grades of retired officers to 
maintain their officer status In retirement, as they could prior 
to 1914. This is all the more serious, since the nature of their 
profession and their ages of retirement deprive them of any 
civilian market value worth mentioning.

As for officers’ widows, their pensions have hardly altered 
since the early days of the nineteenth century and are now 
quite ludicrously small.

Civil Servants have not suffered in this way, since their 
pensions are a fixed proportion of their pay and therefore 
automatically go up as pay Is increased. As a result, the 
maximum pension of the Permanent Secretaries of the Service 
Ministries are now about half as large again as can- be obtained 
by any First Sea Lord, Chief of the Imperial General Staff, or 
Chief of the Air Staff, no matter how high his rank or how 
great his services to the nation. Civil Service widows are also 
much better provided for than those of fighting officers.

The Impression has been spreading among retired officers 
that this very unsatisfactory state of affairs will not be 
remedied except by their own efforts. The undersigned are 
therefore sponsoring the formation of an Inter-Service Officers’ 
Pensions Society, with a view to taking appropriate action. 
They have previously Invited opinions from officers and are 
convinced from the number and tone of the replies received, 
including many from senior officers, that there is a considerable 
body of support for such' a Society.The Society will not be in any sense a charity, but will 
be a militant organisation designed to promote retired officers’ 
and widows’ interests through Parliament and public opinion 
and in any other suitable way. The primary necessity for the 
success of such an- undertaking Is the accumulation of 
adequate resources. The sponsors believe that it would be 
bad policy to initiate energetic action without the means of 
backing it up, and they consider that every effort should 
Initially be devoted to reaching a substantial target as quickly 
as possible. Any donations for this purpose will be welcome.

Membership is open (subject to the approval of the Council 
of* the Society) to retired officers of all three Services, the 
wives and relatives of serving or retired officers, and the widows 
and relatives of deceased officers; the term “all three Services” 
including the British element of the Indian services.

The subscription, which expires on December 31st of each 
year, is £1 per annum for all members except the widows of 
deceased officers, for whom it Is 10s. Cheques should be made 
payable to the Officers’ Pensions Society, c/o Gale and Polden 
limited, Ideal House, Argyll Street, Oxford Circus, London, 
w.l. R. M. RAYNSFORD, Lleut.-Colonel.

RUSSELL GRENFELL, Captain, R.N.
LACHLAN MACLEAN, Air Commodore.

---------♦---------
SUBSCR IPTIONS

P.R.I., 2 R.W.K. £ s. d.
(Apr.) .'............  3 0 0

J. Watson ..........  5 0
Maj. D. S. Wakefield 9 0
R. E. Funnell ......  5 0
L. F. Keatie ......... 5 0
E. L. Vernon......... 5 0
J. G. Luxford .....  5 0
Maj. D. K. S h or t___ 9 0
F. Page .............. 5 0
W. Edwards ........  5 0
S. Johnson ......... 5 0
Capt. R. J. A. Smith

(5 years) ......... 2 5 0
S. G. Newport ......  5 0
F. Murkin ......... 5 0
Lt.-Col. H. D. Chaplin

(2 years) ......... 1 0 0J. J. Robinson ......  5 0
T. McRullffe ......  5 0
P.R.I., 5 R.W.K. (Bal.

Jan.—Mar.) ......  1 5 0
Capt. C. G. H a le___ 9 0
Acott, Mrs...........  S 0
G. Sodian ...,......  5 0
F. Thomas ......... 5 0
R. Ager .............. 5 0
H. Wenham ......... 5 0
L. Fisher ...........  5 0
A. Cullins ...........  5 0

J. Ward .............  b oD. A. E. Powell, M.M. 5 0
Maj. F. J. Lander .. 9 0
F. H. Goad ......... 5 0F. V. Russell ......  5 0
Maj. M. S. Gale, M.C, 9 0
Lt.-Col. J. M. D.

Booth Tucker ___ 9 0
Lt. R. Silvester ___ 9 0
Capt. D. F. Easten .. 9 0
H. J. N. Roberts --- 5 0
R. E. Tatlow ......  5 0
F. Bailey ...........  5 0
Maidstone Branch

(May) .............. 5 0
W. Kingston ......... 5 0
L. W. Craig ......... 5 6
Chatham Branch

(Apr.) ...........  12 0
Maj. P. G. Holloway 9 0
A. F. R idden......... 5 0
T. Springthorpe --- 5 0Capt. R. H. Cale, M.C. 9 0
E. R. Holgate ......  3 0
Maj. R. 'S. Roveston 5 0
F. E. Burch ......... 5 0
H. G. Loveridge ___ 5 0
H. E. Boulton ......  5 0
Maj. L. A. Curry .... 9 0
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i st BATTALION
The letter this month from the 1st Bn. has been written 

in Greece again and we are still at the Technical Barracks 
in Salonika. The weather has been just as changeable as 
an English April, and It has been raining and thundery 
one day and beautifully sunny the next. Spring has certainly 
arrived in the grounds of the barracks, and mowing the 
previously bare soccer pitch has become a weekly task. 
We have a number of trees and flowering shrubs, and from 
a distance the barracks are an oasis of green.

The Bn. was busy for two weeks, training under the 
R.S.M., for the reintroduction of the Colours Parade Other 
training has included 24 Coy. exercises, and these have 
been interesting. A swimming lido has been established 
by the sea, and Capt. T. Parnacott has made this a great 
attraction, for hot afternoons, by setting up a canteen and 
having the small boating pier repaired. At the end of 
the month the Bn. football team toured another Brigade 
area, and came back with exciting stories of visits to the 
Bulgarian and Turkish borders, of mountain climbing, and 
of their visits to the ruins of the ancient Roman city of 
Phillippi, and of all quaint peasant folk that they met 
on the eastern borders of Greece.

We have recently welcomed a contingent of officers and 
men from the 6th Bn. It must have been a disappointment 
to leave Austria and come to the comparative drabness of 
this country, but they have settled down with us and are 
already adding strength to the football team and spheres 
of sport.

“H.Q ” Company
There has been only one change in the Coy. Office since 

our last letter; C.S.M. R. A. Smith has left us, and his 
place has been taken by C-S-M. L. Relf. Major D. S. Scull 
is still commanding, and we have had the addition of two 
new officers, Capt. O. P. C. Cook, I.O., and Capt. A. W. 
Kimberley, P.R.I. The past month will be remembered by 
many of the ‘I’ Section. The Re-Introduction of the Colours 
as carried out by the Battalion was a credit to all who 
participated. Although we were not taking part in the parade, 
we had a grand stand view and were able to see fully the 
excellent drill movements and bearing of the men, more so 
than those who were actually out there. Within the section 
there iff little to report, capt. O. F. C. Cook, who recently 
took over from Capt. S. J. Venn, has already accustomed 
himself to the section and has it running smoothly, but 
alas will not have the pleasure for long, as in the near 
future, he will be leaving us to go on a long awaited 
Python. Sgt. “Billy” Woods still leads the section and-enter
tains units In Salonika with the already renowned Queen’s 
Own Royal West Kent Dance Band. L/Cpl. "Vic” Kill is 
mainly concerned these days with obtaining engagements 
(for the Dance Band and to keeping them in trim, as Sgt. 
Woods is usually too busy to look after them as well. 
“Joe” Smouton is in great demand and a favourite with his 
accordion and S Coy. can vouch for his entertaining capa
bilities. We congratulate L/Sgt. “Julie” Levy on his recent 
promotion and hope that he will find sufficient food to keep 
him going in the Sgts.’ Mess. We are shortly to lose another 
valuable member in “Nicky” Stylianou, who will be going out 
on release. We welcome back "Charlie” Lindon who has 
recently come out of hospital. We wonder if his stories of 
the pretty nurses there, is the reason why seemingly healthy 
chaps are reporting sick!

During the past month or so we have weakened consider
ably by the loss of so many of the old boys. However, in
their places we welcome Sgt. J. Lamboume, M.M., L/Cpl. J. 
Hinson, Pte. T. Whetstone, P. Cole and L. Langford, all mem
bers of the late 6th Bn. Signal Platoon. May we extend a
heartly greeting to them, and wish them a happy stay
amongst us. We welcome back Cpl. Bushell from the Signal 
School, M.E.F. We are also looking forward to the return 
from Oatterick of Cpl. Tester. We congratulate both of them

on the honours they have obtained. Congratulations are also 
extended to Cpl. Linkin upon his recent promotion. The local 
civilians keep well clear of the roadway on the approach 
of Pte. Beardsworth who is now with the D.R’s. Now that 
sport has taken priority of the evening training, we hope 
to be successful in our sporting endeavours.

Well, that is about all for the present, so until you hear 
from us again, we will say cheerio.

“A” Company
The main feature of this month has been the Parade 

for the Re-Introduction of the Bn. and Regimental Colours. 
The “Grenadier” Coy. was proud to have taken part upon 
such a memorable occasion. The rehearsals provided plenty 
of Bn. Drill Parades, which proved fatiguing, but nevertheless, 
interesting, and when the Parade had finished everyone con
sidered the rehearsals well worth while.

As before, the Coy. is still losing members every week; 
Python and Release are responsible for the loss of so many 
old faces which made up the character of the Coy. Burgess 
will be missed from the Cookhouse, and we are sorry to 
lose L/Cpl. Rogers who has done so much to re-decorate 
the billets. Ptes. Brightwell, Gunn, Holyoak, Parker, Jennings, 
Payne and “Paddy” Orr have been released. The two Harriss,’ 
McKeough, L/Cpl. Leppard and Pte. Skinner have gone on 
Python together, with C.Q.M.S. Backhouse, who handed over 
to C.Q.M.S. Woods recently, arrived from the 6/R.W.K. After 
15 months with the Coy., Capt. Parnacott is about to leave 
us, he is amongst the last of the old members to go.

The Coy. has a flourishing football team, in four matches 
against the R.A.F. honours were evenly divided. Both sides 
have extended their hosptiality and two enjoyable evenings 
have been spent at Sedhes Aerdrome. Sgt. Weedon and 
C.Q.M.S. Woods and other ex-6th/R.W.K. have added strength 
to our side. New faces are appearing each day and we are 
glad to see them. Already the Coy. is moulding a fresh character.

“B” Company
B Coy. has a new Coy. Commander in Major J. A. Eason, 

from the 6th Bn., and Capt. J. Vane is 2nd i/c. There are 
no other officers at present; C.S.M. R. Alden, also ex-6th Bn„  
has taken the place of C.S.M. Relf; other reinforcements 
include Sgt. Evans, who is now Coy. sports manager. He is 
moulding a first class Coy. soccer team and we are confident 
of winning the Football League Shield. The Coy. hockey team 
is not as strong as it was, and as yet we have not found the 
talent among the new men.

Sgt. Montague, Sgt. Selmes and Sgt. Bright are all new
comers and at last the Coy. is up to strength in N.C.O’s. 
This has made the training more interesting, and the schemes 
we have had in the hills nearby have proved very successful.

C/Sgt. Kneller leads the Coy. cricket team and is him
self a formidable bowler and a hard hitting batsman.

“C” Company
Since our last report we have seen many and varied 

changes in the Coy.
We said goodbye to Major “Mac,” who Until recently 

was our Coy. Commander, and our best wishes go with Him 
on his return to “Civvy St.” We welcome our new Coy. 
Commander, Capt. T. V. Upton, and wish him success in 
his new appointment. We welcome the new members to the Coy. who have joined us from the 6th Bn. in Austria, 
and hope they will settle down in their new surroundings. 
We send our best wishes to all ex-members of the Coy. who 
have left us to rejoin their own respective Regiments. We 
have lost two of our N.C.O’s. in Sgt. Garton and L/Sgt. Brown, 
who have left for courses in “blighty”.

Capt. M. A. F. Frost Is still the Coy. 2nd i/c, and Lieut. 
Hills, who was our Sports Officer, has now taken over the
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duties of M.T.O. He is to be congratulated on his new 
appointment.

Our sporting activities have been weakened by the loss 
of two of our best footballers, Cpl. Phipps and Pte. Inskip, 
and temporarily “Paddy” Doolin, who is home on L.I.A.P.; 
but nevertheless we hope to give a good account of ourselves 
in the coming Inter-Coy. Football Competition. C.S.M. Woolley 
is still the efficient captain and leading light of our hockey 
team, and has recently recovered from a slight head injury 
which he received on the held when he was violently assailed 
with a hockey stick, necessitating the insertion of one stitch. 
This temporary setback however, has not daunted him, and 
his prowess at the noble game Is as good as ever.

Support Company
During the last month we have been fortunate in having 

our numbers augmented by friends from the 6th Bn. Their 
early adaption to life in S Coy. augurs well for further 
successes, at work and play. Amongst the newcomers are 
C.Q.M.S. Skelton, who has quickly and efficiently taken over 
the reins of the “Q” Stores.

Sgt. Dimmock, who has taken over command of Mortar 
Platoon, owing to the transfer of Capt. A. Kimberley, is 
proving most capable in his duties; Capt. Kimberley has 
assumed the dtities of Education Officer. Sgt. Bradshaw is 
now the Mortar Platoon Sgt. and Sports Manager. We welcome 
him and all newcomers hoping that they will find life very- 
pleasant in S Coy.The main feature of April’s activities was the impressive 
Ceremony of the Re-Introduction of the Colours to the Bn. 
Many photographs were taken of the ceremony and published 
by the Divisional Newspaper. It was a splendid occasion and 
wo were highly honoured in having taken part.

In our training we contrive to have the whole Coy. out 
on all-day exercises, once weekly. The areas selected are 
usually those adjacent to the coast, where the men are able 
to cool off in the sea after completing their day’s training.

Malaria is a serious consideration out here and s Coy. 
has a large area to neutralise, possessing a squad which is 
quite equal to this task. Carriers take out the squad to the breeding grounds and perform valuable work during the 
long day in the open. We have also the assistance of a 
plane, which sprays the area thoroughly.

We are pleased to state that in the recent Bn. Anti- 
Malaria Competition, S Coy. won all 9 prizes with posters 
that were admirably drawn and painted. Pte. Grimstone, 
Pioneer Platoon, was chief contributor, and deserves the 
highest praise for his magnificent efforts.

Our old friends of the Coy. will hear with regret that 
after a replay we lost the Hockey Final of the League 7—3, 
the first game having been drawn. Considering that H.Q. 
Coy. had a number of India veterans and experienced players, 
our young team did remarkably well, and we hope to go one 
better next time.

We still supply four men for the Bn. Soccer XI, but 
even their efforts do not gain the successes we should like. 
Cricket trials are on the way and the talent so far seen in 
the Coy. promises well for cricket competitions.

Maj. Tennant is still ,O.C. as his course in Palestine was 
cancelled. Unfortunately we have to face the prospect of his 
leaving us upon release in the near future.

SPORT.
There have been some outstanding activities in the sport

ing world, not least amongst them the recent keenness shown in 
Boxing. At short notice six men of the Bn. began training 
for the Brigade team in the L.F.G. contest. The Brigade team 
was finally selected from six men of the Buffs and five from 
The Queen's Own. We fought on 14th April against 10 Brigade 
at Salonika Garrison Theatre. Although winning only four 
of the eleven bouts the Brigade Commander congratulated 
the team on its fighting spirit and the result achieved against a more experienced team. The Queen's Own members of the 
team were, Sgt. Nunn, Pte. Morgan, Cpl. Harding, Pte. Crowley 
and Pte. Lewis.The following are now in Athens to fight in the LF.G. 
individual competition, Sgt. Nunn, Pte. Cohen and Pte. Scutt.

The Bn. Hockey team has had very much more success 
and stands at second place in the Divisional League. The 
team has altered little in the past month. Pte. Burke, ex.-6th 
Bn., has strengthentd the forward line which includes some 
very fast and goal scoring players, Capt. R. A. Burke, M.C., 
Maj. H. B. Waring, the '2nd 1/c, Maj. Peter Harris and Lt. G. 
M. Smyth.Cricket is under Maj. Harris’ wing and the Bn. is 
gradually finding its eleven, which will be quite up to standard. Maj. W. H. Tennant, as wicket-keeper, a Greece XI player from 
last year, C/Sgt. Fred Kneller and the Adjutant, Capt. Burke,

and Major Harris as captain are at the moment the notable 
players, but there are many more sound players who will 
soon be noticed.

Games so far include a match between the Officers and 
Privates XI versus W.Os., Sgts. and Cpls., and two trial 
matches. Next week the team plays against the Salonika area General Hospital.

The Bn. football team has suffered severely from the 
draft of Devons and Royal Sussex who have recently left, 
and from releases. Since the arrival of the 6th Bn., however, 
there has been some very good Coy. football, and before long 
the Bn. side will be up to its old standard. The selection 
committee will be carefully watching the games in the Inter- Coy. League, which starts this week.

Pte. Fisher is shortly leaving on Python. He has played 
some magnificent games in goal and a replacement will be difficult.

Pte. Reid and Cpl. Hamilton, full backs: Pte. "Chopper” 
Sewell, Cpl. Court, half backs; Pte. Lloyd and C/Sgt. Kneller, 
forwards; are the only remaining regular players.

The 6th Bn. players include L/Cpl. Sturrock, L/Cpl. Kaye, 
Cpl. Ludlow, Pte. North, L/Cpl. Biggerstaff, Pte. Sewell and Sgt. Weedon.

SALONIKA, MAY, 1946
The stirring tribute paid to the Colours by all ranks 

of the 1st Bn. Queen’s Own Royal Wes* Kent Regt. in a 
full ceremonial parade in Salonika, recalled the past wars 
in which the Regt. has played its part. Each battle honour 
has to be paid for—usually dearly—and It is only fitting 
that as we cast our minds back on the past glories, we 
should remember the men who helped to win these honours. 
In Struma Cemetery lie some of these men.

A man with a mission, R.S.M. Hayley, together with 
the Divisional Newspaper photographer set out at the expressed 
wish of his aunt, Mrs. B. Bristow, of 142, St. Andrews 
Terrace, Buckland, Dover, to find the last resting place of 
her husband, L/6162 C.S.M. Bristow, A. E., who was killed in action 5th September, 1916.

With the assistance of the local office of the Imperial 
War Graves Commission, the grave, together with those of 
four more N.C.O’s. and men of the 2nd Bn. Queen’s Own 
Royal West Kent Regt, attached Royal Dublin Fusiliers, who 
fell in the fighting on the Struma Front in the Autumn of 
1916—also one of an officer of the Regt., attached Royal
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Plying Corps killed In aerial combat 1918 — were located. 
Here under is listed their names : —

<3/6113 Pte Banagan, P. C.
L/6162 C.S.M. Bristow, A. E.

■ <3/7021 Pte. Horsley, J. E.
G/7091 L/C. Smythe, W. O.
G/7067 Pte. George Mason Sliver.

Lt. Vaughan, E. S.
Photographs of their graves were taken and together with 

negatives are being conveyed personally by Lleut.-Col H. P- 
Bralthwaite, D.S.O., to the editor of The Queen’s Own Gazette. 
Should any relative of the above desire a photograph will 
they please apply to the editor, “Queen’s Own Gazette.”

Our impressions of the cemetery are recorded here and 
we hope that they may bring a little comfort to those 
who, through the years that have followed World War I, 
have been only able to picture in their minds, “A corner 
of some foreign field that is for ever England.”

Struma Cemetery lies some three kilometres south-east 
of the village of Orlyak 48 miles from Salonika. It covers 
an area of 9861 sq. yds., and stands on the west side of a 
ravine amongst level corn fields, clustered just now with the 
bright red of poppies and with the yellow and white of wild flowers. A wall of local brown limestone surrounds 
the rows of 932 graves of Allied, of which 928 are British. 
Numerous tall Catalpa trees stand above the graves giving 
a solemn dignified setting, and the dark green foliage of 
the dozens of little cypresses, give all the beauty one could 
wish for, to this resting place af England’s dead.

Against the interior of the..west wall stands a memorial 
bearing the words, “Their names-liveth for evermore.” It 
is a plain stone. memorial with a foreground of well tended 
flowers. The warden is a well preserved local inhabitant of 
Russian origin named Peter Tokareff. The last 16 of his 60 
odd years have been spent in watching over and tending 
these graves. The British War Graves Commission have issued 
him with a book which gives a wealth of information concern
ing the location, and particulars of the graves that are his 
special charge; Peter guards this book and preserves its 
pages with all the tenacity and care that one can expect 
from an ally who himself has known the agony and tumult 
of war twice in a lifetime.

As we passed out of the gates we paused to read the 
Words that are inscribed on bothi miliars at either side of 
the gates, one Greek and the otSSfdf. English.

’ “The land on which this Cemetery stands is the free 
gift of the Greek people for the perpetual resting place 
of those of the Allied Armies who. fell in the War, 1914-1918, 
and are honoured here,” '

R.Q.M.S. D. Heskett.
-------— i--------

ind BATTALION
Whatever our personal views about the German people 

may be, no one can deny that they have a very beautiful 
country. The Bn. area is looking glorious; the chestnuts, 
lilacs and frujt trees are in full bloom; the May trees will 
soon be at their best; the fresh greenness of the countryside 
strikes One Wherever one goes. The weather, too, has con
tinued to favour us and we have had many days of unbroken 
sunshine,,

Amidst these surroundings the Bn. has again spent the 
month in hard work and hard play, but with steadily 
diminishing numbers. In spite of the latter fact, we have 
succeeded in doing quite an amount of training which has 
been helped by turning the educationists most uncere
moniously out of their delightful retreat—they always thought 
it was too good to last—and converting it into a Bn. Trg. 
Centre, where Coys, are concentrated for 10 days at a time 
to do intensive training unhindered by any other duties. 
C was the first Coy. to spend 10 days at the new Centre, 
doing Group and Section training, and they seem to have 
enjoyed their stay immensely. A Coy. is in occupation at 
present—to be followed by D and Anally B.

The School is now endeavouring to establish itself in its 
new quarters, two houses in Northeim, and to make them 
as comfortable as possible. Instructors may be seen stagger
ing around with furniture, chasing cleaners, electricians, 
plumbers and. locksmiths about the place, unscruplously 
raiding billets for’ more tables and chairs, and occasionally 
sighing over past; glories. It seems rather problematical at the 
moment as to When Education will recommence, the chief 
difficulty being the lack of available people to educate, as 
the Bn. has few members of the 30-40 A. & S. Groups.

We are all extremely sorry to lose R.S.M. Pratt, who has

left us for his old pre-war job at Maidstone. He has been 
BjS.M. of this Bn. since September, 1945; and in spite of 
the very difficult 'and changeable times the Bn. has been 
through since then,-his cheerfulness and good example were 
a lesson to all. We wish him the very best of luck and hope 
for many reunions in future years. We congratulate R.Q.M.S. 
Dumbrell, on whose shoulders the R.S.M’s. mantle has fallen, 
and C.Q.M.S. Shaw on his promotion to R.Q.M.S.

Since our last appearance in Press we have said "good
bye” to more stalwarts of the Bn. on Group 28, amongst 
whom were Col./Sgts. De Brie and Wenham, Sgts. King, 
Hollands, Leach and Morris, that pillar of the B.O.R., L/Cpl- 
Smale, and many more. Officers, too, have been leaving the 
unit at an alarming rate—Capt. J. A. Myers is attached to
H.Q. 17 Inf. Bde, Capt. O. B. Rodger to 5 Div. Battle School 
as an Instructor, Lt. W. A. Cordon to H.Q. 5 Inf. Div. as 
Asst. Sports Officer, Lt. R. V. W. Curd to the “Wyvern” 
College at 30 Corps District School, as an Instructor.

Lt. J. H. Oullip, M.M. to the British Military Mission 
in Copenhagen as an Anti-Tank instructor to the Danish 
Army, and Lt. R. Ainsworth to fill an appointment with 
“T” Force, which now deals with research, repatriation and 
restitution. To them all we wish the very best of luck in 
their new spheres of activity. We also send our best wishes 
to Capt. G. C. F. Appleton who has been released to “civvy street.”

We have also temporarily lost our C.O., Lieut.-Col. D. E. B. 
Talbot, D.S.O., M.C., who is commanding the Brigade in the 
absence of the Brigadier. Meanwhile the Bn. is being com
manded by Maj. A. Martyn, with first Maj. A. G. Rich and 
now Maj. M. B. Rlckcord as Acting Second-in-Command.

Hearty congratulations go this month to Maj. M. B. 
Rickcord on his engagement to Miss Audrey cotton, and on 
his promotion to Major, also to Oapts. Rodger and Myers oh 
their promotion. We must also congratulate all those who 
have been promoted to fill places of those who have gone; 
the list is a long one, and cannot be inserted here, but we 
wish them all the best in their new Jobs.

We congratulate Lt. J. R. S. Carter on being Mentioned 
in Despatches for services during the North West Europe Campaign.

In this month’s contribution is a series of sketches of 
officers in the Bn. (see following page). These sketches 
were done at Malines by a Belgian one Sunday afternoon, 
which probably accounts for some officers rather strange 
expressions, as many of them were dragged away from their 
afternoon siestas, especially to have them done. Unfortunately 
the faces of several well-known officers, who were away on 
the Bn. Advance Party, are missing.

The field of sport is covered in an article later in this 
contribution, but special mention should be made of Sgt. 
Elliott of D Coy., who as captain of the 5th Inf. Div. football 
team, has successfully led it into the final of the Rhine 
Army Inter-Divisional competition. Well done Sgt. Elliott. 
While on the subject of sport, we congratulate the following 
on being awarded their Bn. Cross Country Running Colours 
Lt. A. G. Ridley, D Coy.; L/Opl. Wright, C Coy.; Cpl. Hull,
S.P. Coy.; Cpl. Watkins, S.P. Coy.; Pte. Cushman, C Coy. 
L/Cpl. Wright ran particularly well in the Bde, match against 
13 Inf. Bde., finishing 3rd.

On the 24th April each Coy. sent a representative party, 
to a short, but most successful, Memorial Service in Gottingen. 
The Bn. Service more or less coincided with the Regimental 
Memorial Service held at Maidstone the same afternoon.

We were pleased to see - Lieut.-CoJs. A. R. Fyler and 
D. H. Mothersole, who visited us during the month. The 
former is still S.O.I.P.T. at B.A.O.R. H.Q., whilst the latter is 
in the Finance Branch of the Control Commission at Minden. 
Some of us, too, have come across Maj. F. L. W. Butters, 
who was before the war W.O. i/c Education at the Depot, 
Maidstone, and is now Education Officer at H.Q. 5 Inf. Div.

“The Celestal.”
“A” Company

Once again we give you the latest news from A Coy. 
It is with much regret that we said good-bye to our Coy. 
Commander, Capt. Appleton, who has been claimed by Class 
“A” Release (lucky man). We wish him the best of luck 
and hope that he doesn’t find “civvy street” too boring!... .

During the month of April the weather out here has 
been ideal for sport, but we have not done very much owing 
to the fact that most of our star sports representatives 
were on U.K. leave during the month. We have only had 
one league Inter-Coy. football match and this was with 
one of our old bogies Sp. coy. This time we .managed to 
lay the ghost, the result being A Coy. 3 goals—Sp. Coy. 
2 goals, this had I a-good effect on most of our reserve
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players—they are now pushing, out their chests and telling 
everyone what good footballers they are.

Our hunting expeditions have also suffered rather badly, 
for one thing the shortage of personnel, and another the 
fact that everything that is worth shooting seems to be 
out of season. The result of this is that we only had one 
hunt during the month, and wonder of wonders, it was a 
Police Hunt, and we were allowed to shoot anything that 
came into our sights. The bag of this hunt was one Deer 
and one Boar.

One thing that we have never mentioned before is 
our “local,” it is indeed worthy of mentioning because most 
of our evenings are spent there. Our publican (Pte. Tennant) 
makes a good host, and with careful rationing of the “Drink 
of Kings” (beer) he keeps our “Stagger Inn” open every day 
of the week. It is said that if Pte. Tennant’s better half 
were to agree to be a publican's wife, he would take up 
the noble art in Blighty.

“All my own work.”

“B” Company
They’ve all gone on leave, except two of them, and they’re 

on Guard! Such is the state of "Baker,” diminished in 
numbers, but undiminished in sang - froid. Nothing disturbs 
the serenity that is Uslar, even if our good friends in • Able" 
prevail upon us to sally forth, Quixote-like, in the still 
of the night, taking arms against a sea of ghosts. May we 
suggest a more generous supply of carrots to our good 
neighbours, also a check on the wear and tear of shoes, 
canvas.

More and yet more familiar faces are fast disappearing 
with the release of further groups, not to mention the 
ravages of “Quill” and other demands upon the high quality 
personnel which we have invariably supplied to higher forma
tions, when in need of something rather above the average 
infantry type. C/Sgt. DeBrie (the big fat colour bloke) has 
left us, together with Sgts. Leach and King, an almost fatal 
blow to our erstwhile football prowess. To all we extend 
every best wish for future success, coupled with thanks for 
the yeoman services rendered.

We extend a hearty welcome to Lt. J. R. S. Carter, and 
wish him an enjoyable sojourn with B Coy.—may he remain 
long enough to see the “numbers on parade” reach double 
figures. Congratulations are extended to Cpls. Honey and 
Stoner on their promotion to Sgt., and Sgt. Longhurst on 
appointment to O.Q.M.S.

So again “Baker” bids adieu for another month, sub
merged beneath demands for men which we haven’t got, 
indents for transport which is non-existent, and the eternal 
cry for “char.”

To old comrades—comradely greetings and sincere wishes,
“Ben.”

“C” Company
Since last month’s edition, the young blood of the Coy. 

have been installed in what is called the Bn. Trg. Establish
ment, This is a fine palatial building situated on high ground 
about two kilometres out of Northcim. Woods to the right 
of us, woods to the left of us—woods to the rear of us 
(boy—some forest!), but to the front of us we look on a 
marvellous panorama of grassland and cultivated uelds, with 
an occasional small wood breaking the symetrical pattern, 
completed with the artists dream of a landscape—blue tinted 
hills in the far distant.

Indeed, this is a fine part of the country which has to 
be seen to be appreciated.

We are here for only ten days, carrying out Group and 
Section training which is being enjoyed by all concerned. The 
old stagers and ‘frozen’ groups are left behind in the Coy. 
area as care and maintenance party.

Sports news—Baseball is a regular Sunday morning feature 
now (swinging the bat as opposed to swinging the lead) under 
the captaincy of Maj. Oscar Palmer. We have played the 
local R.A.S.C. unit a number of times, and although we 
have only been victorious once—practice makes perfect.

As regards football, I can say we need little practice as 
once again we beat B Coy. in the League with a score of 
4-2, thereby maintaining our position at the top of the Inter- 
Coy. League.

Cross country running—although we came fourth in the 
Inter-Coy. run, L/Cpl. Wright, Ptes. Cushman and Baker 
shone as regards endurance and were elected as members of 
the Bn. team in the Inter-Bn. run. L/Cpl. Wright put on 
a fine show and was nominated to run for the Bde.. with 
Pte. Cushman as reserve. We congratulate L/Cpl, Wright 
on coming in third—a fine achievement.

Group 28 has robbed us - of more old timers in Ptes. 
Chandler, Bond, Hatton, Mindenhall, Moss. Davies 48, Petken 
and Coe, and we wish them all the very best for the future.

We were sorry to lose Lt. Cordon who has gone to Div. 
in the capacity of Asst. Sports Officer.

We congratulate Capt. C. B. Rodger on his promotion. 
He too has left us to take up duties as Instructor at the 
5 Div. Battle School.

Well chaps—with the handing in of winter woollens— 
summer “draws” on, and as the C.Q.M.S. said to the man 
who turned up late for his free issue—“You’ve had it."

Cheerio for this month.
“Lesvic."

“D” Company
Once again we show our faces in the “Gazette” with 

an “Hallo” to Bns. everywhere.
As always, we have a few people to congratulate. Only 

those persons, however, who manage by fair means or foul 
to climb the ladder of fame and. as a point of interest, are 
all and truly over Group 35 (poor devils) To L/Sgts. (Jack) 
Wallis and (Ding) Hughes on promotion to Sgts.; to Cpl. 
Nicholls on appointment to L/Sgt.; to Pte. Carpenter on 
appointment to L/Cpl.; to them all we wish good luck, 
and “bash on, regardless.”

Class “A” Release is, in many ways, being most unfair 
to us, inasmuch as it is claiming some of the grandest chaps 
of the Coy. They are as follows :— C.Q.M.S. Wenham, Cpls. 
Oakley and Slow, Ptes. Fisher, Collins 20, Ptes. Greaves, Martin 
63, O’Neill and Ward.

To them all we say—goodbye, good luck, and all the 
best as Just plain “Mr.” All have done an excellent job 
of work during their service, but we feel that we should 
like to thank, in particular, C/Sgt. Wenham, who worked 
so very hard to keep the chaps neat and tidy (God bless ’em), 
and out of debt. We all say thanks “Ging” very, very 
much. We shall miss you.

We are proud to have amongst us the Bn. Education 
Centre, under the watchful eyes of Lt. Lauder and Sgt. 
Halpln, who are so conscientiously preparing men for "Civvy 
Street.” Every day can be seen men carrying wardrobes, 
beds and other necessities from one house to another. Gosh 
how they work, no one knows. Gosh how they fiddle, every
body knows!

Coy. dances are going well and strong. We have now 
changed the day from Saturday to Friday, due to the fact 
that on Fridays we obtain from Gottingen a “Red Hot’ 
Jazz Band, which is indeed a change from just walking 
around the hall as we have been doing in the past—(still, 
better than not walking at all). We are sincerely hoping 
within two or three weeks to commence open air dancing. 
In the Stadtpark surrounding the canteen, has been erected 
a dance floor, stage for the Band, tables and chairs of 
various gay colours and electric light fittings winding from 
tree to tree, complete (we hope soon) with coloured lights. And so. with the good weather in our favour, we should 
have "plenty fun” as they say out here!

We are pleased to record a recent visit from an ex
officer of the Coy.—namely Lt. (couldn’t care less) Cudlip, 
M.M., whom we last saw in Belgium three months ago. 
Although his stay was a very short one, all ranks were 
more than pleased to see him, and hope to see his smiling 
face again in the near future.

Our Coy. had the honour of finding the Divisional H.Q. 
Guard for one week, under the command of Lt. R. Ainsworth, 
with Sgt. Purslow as Deputy Sheriff. Blanco, white ink and 
electric irons were in great demand for some days prior 
to mounting. Drill—drill—drill, was the order of the day. 
Men, in fact, were so attached to their rifles that one or 
two could be found sleeping beside tnem of a night-time. 
Others had to chain their “blunder-busses” down, for fear 
of them doing a couple of “bupk-shee” presents, during the 
night. Seriously, though, with all the spit and polish that 
was carried out, the Guard did indeed look a picture when 
they moved off from Northeiin for Burnswick, and were a 
credit, both to themselves and to the Bn.

Sport always plays either a prominent or minor role during 
the month. This month it is the latter, although as you 
will see, our successes were terrific. The Inter-Coy. Cross 
Country Run gave us second place in the Bn. out of six 
Coys, who ran. The course was indeed a strenuous one and 
we thank our team of fifteen for putting up such a good 
show. A more detailed account of this run can be found 
elsewhere in this edition. Two very interesting games oi 
soccer were played, in which team spirit stood out a mile. 
We gave B Coy. a good run for their money at Hardegsen 
and won 1-0, the deciding goal being scored by L/Cpl. Morbln
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towards the close of the game. A really fine match. H.Q. 
Coy. visited us at Northeim. Whether it was due to the 
fact that we played on our own ground or not, we don’t 
know, but we can say that we gave them a proper "tanning.” 
The final score was 8-2, goals being scored by Ptes. Screen
(3), Taylor (3), Gordon (1) and Sgt. (never-to-be-outdone) 
Wallis (1). Better luck next time H.Q. and we look forward 
to a return match in the very near future, for we feel that 
your scoring capacity is well above that standard. So much 
for sport.

No end of N.C.O’s. and men are making fine disappearing 
acts to courses all over the B.A.O.R.—P.T., Educational, Voca
tional, Drill, and many others. Some are fortunate enough 
to find themselves back in dear' old “Blighty” at such places 
as Warrington, Oaterham and Hythe — names, no doubt 
familiar, to many of you.

Once again we find ourselves stumped for more news 
for the moment, and so we say until next time—“Auf Weider- 
sehen" and the best of luck wherever you are.

“Gone to the Dogs.”

Support Company
It is a very depleted Sp. Coy. at the moment, owing 

to the calls of duty (train guards to Berlin being the latest 
form) and U.K. leave, but notwithstanding the fact, great 
efforts are being maintained to ensure the smooth running 
of the Coy.

We said goodbye to a numb* of well-known members 
of the Coy., one in the corpulent form of Sgt. Duckett (A.G. 
to his pals) and that personality plus man, C/'Sgt. Bob Ager. 
A grand dinner was given to C/Sgt. Ager, at which we 
had quite a good number of the good things in life, and 
the Coy. Sgts.’ Mess welcomed at the same time our new 
R.S.M. (Dumbrell) and R.Q.M.S. (Shaw). Good luck to C/Sgt. 
Ager and may he soon settle down to that garden and those 
two very bright "offsprings" of his.

Farewells were also much to the fore, as regards such
old Coy. stalwarts as Sgt. Haigh, L/Cpl. Langridge, Ptes.
Bonner, Hubble, Russell, and the Thomas twins. Good luck, 
to them all.

Football has been played with fgreat vigour and success. 
The C Ooy. team were severely trounced to the tune of
6 -1, A Ooy, were well beaten 4-1, with a team of hall
novices, and H.Q. Coy. were also beaten by a 6-2 margin. 
New talent has been found and the Coy. should be soon 
reaching the standard required to finish at the top of the 
Inter-Coy. League.

We bid Lt. R. V. W. Curd very good luck on his new 
appointment as an instructor at the Wyvern College, and 
also Lt. J. H. Cudlip, M.M., on the job of work he is 
undertaking at Copenhagen.

Another Boar was brought to the dust the other night, 
by Capt. C. F. Willis, our temporary O.C. Good shooting.

A little bird has whispered that the Train Guard lads 
are getting browned and it doesn’t mean “browned off."

Our village is looking really spruce in its mantle of 
springtime, and believe'it when it is said that these “Jerrys" 
are “Dig to live” minded.-

Congratulations to the many recently “made up” members 
of the Coy., and to Cpls. Hull'and Watkins on obtaining 
their Bn. Cross Country Colours.

“A.J.”
“H.Q.” Company

As usual the main news this month is of the departures 
and, most departments are again'feeling the pinch as more 
are going out or being transferred. The B.O.R. has said 
goodbye to Sgt. Milne, who is leaving the Army, and to 
Pte. Woosey, who has reached the dazzling heights of Editor 
of the Divisional News Letter, the “Globe Trotter.” The 
Adjutant, Capt. D. H. St. Croix, is probably leaving to go 
to 6 Div. H.Q., and the R.I.O., Lt. P. R. S. Scott, is retiring 
to the seclusion of a Rifle Coy. for a short spell before 
release. Their positions have been filled respectively by Capt. 
D. O. Faulkner, who gives up the Signal Platoon, and Lt. 
P. Revell. We also take a fond farewell of Sgt. Rutland, Cpl. 
Fleming, Ptes. Leaver, Watts, Hurkett, Turner, Mitricavitch, 
Dunsden, Collins, and Hallett.

Capt. Myers spent some time with us and devoted a 
good deal of his energy to the Coy: Sports before departure 
to Bde. Football has been to the! fore this month, though 
many have found that five a side hockey is an entertaining 
though rather exacting form of exercise. The Coy. has not

been very successful in Inter-Coy. sport, but have had some 
spectacular victories over local teams. The match on Easter 
Sunday was reminiscent of matches with the Dynamoes in 
England. Both teams gravely shook hands and the opposing 
captain tried to encumber our captain with a bunch of 
flowers: the Coy. team won 4-1.

The weather has been glorious and the summer promises 
to be extremely warm. Shooting has become more popular 
now that one does not wade through deep snow after timid 
boar. The R.S.M. has opened the season by shooting a roe
buck and we are hoping for a regular supply of venison and 
“wild pork” in the future.

H.Q. Company Signal Platoon
Who was it said the Signal Office was the nerve centre 

of the Bn. May we modify W.B. Centre to read “nervous!” 
Never let it be said, however, that our young sixty group 
morse slingers are not following in the footsteps of our 
gallant predecessors of 29 group and under.

Reluctant were we all to bid farewell for good to Sgt. Sod- 
eau, a friend of all, and one who set a standard in prowess and 
personality that we’ll have to try hard to equal. We hope 
that he doesn’t find civvy street procedure too complicated— 
we doubt very much that he will.

Combining our brains with brawn we managed to rustle 
together a good platoon football team, and when the frogs 
have been cleared from our swimming pool we’ll show how 
we can flap our fins as well as our flags.

Ack R for now. “Pronto.”

Battalion H.Q. Sgts.’ Mess
R.S.M. Pratt has left us for “civvy street.” When one 

considers that soldiering was not his profession, it is a great 
achievement to rise to the heights of W.O.I in such a 
short time. Here wfe had a soldier who not only knew 
his job but could still retain a keen sense of humour coupled 
with a dry wit of ambiguity. Unfortunately I was in England 
when he left the Bn., but by verbal reports, he was given 
a great send-off with a farewell party on the evening previous 
to his departure. For “security reasons” I cannot quote 
happenings.

The Mess decided, owing to many complaints from local 
farmers, to rid the area of boars. This first Op. was to be 
considered more as a recce so it was decided not to imprest 
the locals for drive purposes. The party consisted of Lieut.- 
Col. D. E. B. Talbot, D.S.O., M.C.; Maj. A. Martyn; Capt. 
and Adjt. D. H. St. Croix; Maj. M. J. D. A. Blackman, Bde. 
Maj.; RAM, Dumbrell; R.Q.M.S. Shaw; C/Sgt. Cooper; Sgt. 
Sale; Sgt. Winchester; Sgt. Streeter; and Sgt. Banham (A.C.C.). 
The Forest Master allocated positions and we entrenched 
ourselves in them, on these beautiful wooded slopes approx. 
4 kilometres from Bn. H.Q. This account should now rise to 
a climax “Kill was obtained,” and somebody was “blooded,” 
but it just did not happen. There were only two incidents, 
one when the Commanding Officer and R.S.M. were nestling 
snugly under a thorn bush, deep in whispered conversation 
and a fawn rudely showed its hind quarters at ten yards 
(D.R.O’s. can be veiy exasperating); the other was Sgt. 
Streeter’s vivid account of his two deers fawning and kissing, 
which was very interesting until we realised that, he had 
made a slight mistake in the pronunciation of his double 
vowels. Although the shoot produced no material results, 
the fresh air and beautiful countryside compensated us.
SPORT

Hockey.—Very keen flve-a-side hockey takes place between 
us and the officers, to press we have a slight lead in games 
of 2-1.

“DOC” is going to introduce" members of the mess by 
prose. This is his first effort.

Go to the B.O.R. any old day, '
Orderly JRoom Sgt. You’ll find at play 
RansaqXing files (when he’s not drinking tea)
Delvi&tg for letters concerning Class "B,”
Orders to get . out, and letters to write 
New D.R.O’s. his existence to blight.
Many’s the time that I’ve seen his eyes shine.
Instead bf his'looking a little depressed.
U fe’s pretty good when its put to the test 
Never unhappy—his life is sublime,
Everything's lovely—He’s GROUP 29.
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M.T. Section, “H.Q.” Company
We are pleased to inform readers that the M.T. Section 

during the preceding month has now got something like 
organisation into its curriculum. Lt. P. H. Wood, our tempor
ary M.T.O, with the able assistance of our M.T. Sgt. (Couldn't 
—care—less) Lown, has done wonders under very adverse 
conditions.

Of course we have lost such capable men as Sgt. Ellison. 
Sgt. Simmonds. on Class “A," Cpl. Woolley departed on Class 
“B” to dabble In cement In other spheres—even the 406’s 
couldn’t keep him from his beloved trowel. Cpl. (Sand-ln-my- 
shoes) Hall also deprived us of his services to return to 
civil life. Cpl. “Fireman” Dashfield is also to leave us soon 
to strengthen the ranks of civilian fire-lighters. However we 
wish them all the best of luck In civvy street.

We are glad to welcome into the section some new blood, 
and although they are not so welcome by some of their 
passengers, we would like to point out that M.T. drivers are 
made, not born, and with the able assistance of Pte. Bill 
“Gobbler" Rich we hope soon to have an M.T. reminiscent 
of the Blackburn days— (less spares of course).

Respect must be paid to our “Queer blokes,” the R.E.M.E. 
fitters, who working under great difficulties, have done, and 
are doing a good job in keeping them rolling.

To conclude we would like to point out to the rest of 
the Bn. that we are not engaged by the local cement works, 
we just live there.

“Sump.”
SPORT

At the end of this winter season it Is unfortunate that 
we cannot report a glorious climax to the run of successes 
that we were having at the beginning of the season. It 
is due, possibly, to two potent factors—the exigencies of 
the service, and leave. Consequently Bn. teams have had 
to be fielded without a great deal of practice and training, 
and in many instances less some of their regular or “Star” 
performers.

Football.—In the Bde. Inter-Unit Football Competition, 
we were knocked out by the 2 S Staffords, who went on 
to win the competition, to the tune of 3 -nil. But oven so 
it was a hard fought game, although played on a very airy 
plain! We much missed Sgt. Elliott in this match.

The Bn. team was: — Goal, Sgt. Leach. R/Back, Sgt. 
King; L/Back, Pte. Cooper; R/Half, L/Cpl. Dimmfck; C/Half, 
Sgt. Smith; L/Half, Sgt. Uden; O/’Right, L/Cpl. Massey; 
I/Right, Pte. Howwel; C/Forward, Pte. Clarke; I/Left, Cpl. 
McTaggart; O/Left, Pte. Hughes.

The Inter-Coy. League matches are still in progress, and 
the table to date stands thus : —

P. W. L. D. F. A. Pts.
C Coy..................  7 6 1 0 21 18 12
Sp. Coy.................  7 5 2 0 23 12 10
D Coy ................ 7 5 2 0 20 11 10
A Coy..................  5 1 3 1 8 12 3
B Coy..................  7 1 5 1 9 13 3
H.Q. Coy...............  7 1 6 0 11 26 2

Congratulations arc due to L/Cpl. Dlmmick, of B Coy., 
who played in the 5 Inf. Div. football trial matches, and 
especially to Sgt. Elliott, of D Coy., who has been so success
fully captaining the Divisional Team and has led it into 
the final of the Rhine Army Inter-Divisional competition.

Cross Country Running.—April has seen quite strenuous 
activity “cross country.” In the Inter-Coy. race over a 
gruelling 5 mile course at Hardegsen, L/Cpl. Watkins (Sp.) 
ran a good race to finish first, followed by Pte. Shackleford 
(Sp) 2nd. and L/Cpl. Creasey (C.) 3rd. The final Coy. places 
were : H.Q.. D. Sp., C, A, B, in that order. A Bn. team then 
went into training, and the following ran in the Bde. Inter- 
Unit race at Gottingen against 2 Northamptons and 2 S. Staf
fords on April 25th : Lt. A. G. Ridley, Cpls. Moser, Watkins and 
Hull, L/Cpls. Creasey, Wright, Child, and Massey, Ptes. Talor, 
Campbell, Baker, Cushman, Kedwell, Andrews, and Tomkins. 
The "team was without three of our star performers in Capt. 
D. O. Faulkner, Cpl. Blakesly and Pte. Shackleford, who were 
away. A fast race over almost flat country somewhat dis
concerted our “mountaineers,” and they lost to the other 
two Bns. On May 4th, Cpl. Watkins, Cpl. Hull and L/Cpl. 
Wright, ran for the Bde. against 13 Inf. Bde. over a really 
grim course at Gandersheim. Our Bde. team won by a 
narrow margin and Wright, Hull and Watkins finished 3rd. 
12th and 26th respectively in a field of 30 starters. L/Cpl. 
Wright is to be particularly congratulated on running a 
very fine race, finishing strongly close behind the first two 
home.

Hockey.—Hockey is coming into Its own just about now. 
Early in April we fielded a team to play the College of 
The Rhine Army, but lost 4-1. After a Bn. trial, a team 
was picked to play further matches, and with this we beat 
the 2 S Staffords by 3 goals to nil, at Hannmunden, Capt. 
J. A. Myers scoring all 3. The team consisted of Lieut.-Col. 
D. E. B. Talbot, D.S.O., M.C.; Maj. A. Martyn; Maj. J. B. C. 
Palmer; Maj. M. B. Rickcord; Capt J. A. Myers; Capt. P. N. 
Elgood; Lt. A. G'. Ridley; Lt. K. M. Hunting; R.S.M. Dumbrell; 
Sgt. Jefferys and Sgt. Streeter. R.S.M. Dumbrell has been 
playing left half for the Divisional side which has now reached 
the final of the B.A.O.R. Inter-Divisional Competition, and 
Capt. J. A. Myers is first reserve for the team.

That pretty well sums up sport to date. Athletics, cricket 
and swimming will be starting soon, and one can look forward 
to an enjoyable summer season on the Continent.

-------+-------

5th BATTALION
News from the Bock

What weather! The finest Easter for many years in
U.K. and the worst for 34 years in Gibraltar. I know that 
this is true because a taxi driver told me! Anyhow it 
has poured with rain for a month and we should have 
been in tropical kit a fortnight ago, and now, half way 
through May, we are none too warm and very wet in battle dress.

I sometimes wade up through streams, which once were 
roads, to “Rockgun,” the highest point on the Rock, for my 
constitution, and in the clear air between storms I can 
obtain a view which it is difficult to surpass.

To the South—the African Coast—and in particular “Ape 
Hill,” and its background of blue Moroccean Mountains—the 
short distance across makes one realise how difficult it must 
have been in the past for enemy ships to enter Mussolini's 
so called “Mare Nostrum."

To the West—the Bay of Algeciras and the town itself 
only 3 miles away—again with a background of blue hills. 
Strangely enough I am reminded of a highland loch in Perthshire.

To the North—a first class view of the Andalusian Coast 
and road system for many miles inland.

I have read the German plan for the capture of Gibraltar, 
formed perhaps in 1941. It stated that no surprise effect 
could even bo contemplated, owing to the phenomenal view 
obtainable from the upper Rock.

During the month we have won the ‘Hoare’ Cup, the 
inter-unit cross-country running trophy, which has been duly 
filled and emptied. I must congratulate the team, whose 
win was no easy matter, due entirely to hard training over 
a long period. The following is the order of the finish 
in the final race:— Pte. B. Presland, C Coy., 3rd place; Cpl.
S. Acott, A Coy., 7th place; Pte. B. Reineri, B Coy., 8tl 
place; Pte. L. Hodson, H.Q. Coy., 9th place; Lieut. W. Uden. 
D Coy., 11th place; Pte. C. Morgan, B Coy., 14th place; Capt. 
R. H. Jackson, M.C., H.Q. Coy., 21st place; Lt. V. C. Abplanalp, 
H.Q. Coy., 23rd place.

In the garrison team boxing competition for the Munro 
Trophy, we were not quite so fortunate, being beaten in 
the semi-finals by Fortress R.E., after some good and interest
ing fighting. In fact, each team scored an equal number 
of points, whch might have restated in a draw. The decision, 
however, was given in favour of the R.E., as they won the 
final contest of the evening.

The following are to be congratulated on winning their 
fights:— Light-Weight, Pte. F. Brown, D Coy.; Welter-Weight, 
Pte. R. Fawkes, B Coy.; Welter-Weight, s. Simmonds, B Coy.; 
Middle-Weight, Sgt. N. Franklin, D Coy.

Lt. M. C. O’Reilly (welter) and L/Cpl. R. Butler, H.Q. Coy., 
(light-heavy) were unlucky in losing, although their perfor
mance was as good as ever.

We welcome to the Bn. the latest draft from 13 Holding 
Bn., and are most pleased to find amongst them Drum 
Major Williams and the elements of a Drum and Bugle 
Band; Maj. G. B. Isherwood, who is temporarily to command 
C Coy., and Capt. S. White, who is taking over D Coy.
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B COMPANY
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“A” Company
Able Company Calling again, with a special greeting to 

those former members of the Coy. who, having perhaps been 
released or posted, may still have the opportunity of reading 
the “Gazette."

As far as ‘location’ goes, the “status quo” of the Coys, 
has been maintained during the past month and wo are 
still living in Casemates with Dog Company as our close 
neighbour. The spirit of co-operation and friendly rivalry 
between us has been most marked and has been to our 
mutual benefit.

We have finished our month’s training—seriously affected 
by the Easter Holiday and practices for the Ceremony of 
the “Keys”—and the men are looking fit again. We are 
back to the old routine now, however—Guards and Garrison 
Fatigues. As already mentioned, we recently provided the 
Outpost Platoon and Escort on the Ceremony of the ?‘Keys,”

Lt. K. H. N. Cooke, M.C., C.Q.MS. Plenty, C.S.M. August, 
Pte. Cox, A. B. (Clerk), Capt. A. R. J. Kenward

with Lt. Cooke, M.C., Sgt. Baxter and Sgt. Lisl taking the 
principal roles. In spite of the heat of the evening, which 
brought sweat to the brows of all concerned, the Ceremony 
went off without a hitch, and it was agreed that all had 
put up a good show.

Old friends are still leaving the Coy. for a number of 
reasons. L/Cpl. Gorvin and Pte. Sparks recently left for 
Class “B” Release, Ptes. Ashley and Furner have been trans
ferred to the R.E.’s., Ptes. Hopkins, Skinner, have gone to 
H.Q. Coy. (with so many others of our Coy.!) for Band 
duties. Five more N.C.O's. have left for U.K. to attend 
courses—Cpls. Acott and Pepper, and L/Cpls. Bull, Hawes. 
Lloyd-Williams. L/Sgt. Nash is now back, having obtained 
an A.X.—well done Sgt. Nash!—while Sgt. Sidders is due back 
any month now.

Lt. M. T. Irving has also returned from his course, 
but we soon lost him on loan to C Coy., but remember, 
"Charlie,” he is only lent!

Rain has stopped play on a number of sporting occasions 
during the month, but we did manage to play B Coy. at 
football, drawing 4-4, an achievement of which we are 
proud, considering the strength of "Bakers” team and our 
comparative weakness. The Coy. spirit told in the end, 
however. The Bn. won the Hoare Cup for cross-country run
ning and a fuller account will no doubt appear elsewhere. 
We should like to congratulate Cpl. Acott on his fine running 
—he came 6th ahd 7th on the two occasions on which he 
ran.

Forthcoming events include a Coy. dance on May 20th. 
which C/Sgt. Plenty has been organising in his usual efficient 
way. The C.slM. has been entrusted with the bar. a mistake 
if ever there was one, but as long as he doesn’t drink all 
the profits we'll put up with it. We’ll Include a full account 
of the dance next month, until then, we’ll say “Cheerio.”

“Casey.”

“B” Company
We open this month’s article by welcoming Maj. G. B. 

Isherwood as our new Coy. Commander, during the absence 
of Capt. M. R. H. Stopford.

Life in the Coy. is still jogging along with the usual 
amount of guards and fatigues to perform. When we firs' 
arrived we were told by the old soldiers of the “Rock” 
that it never rained, or at least, very seldom. During the 
last month it has rained so much that we are now beginning 
to wonder whether our arrival here has influenced it or 
not, or whether we’ve had our leg pulled. If it rains 
any more we will have to bring into operation a few rowing 
boats to take us to meals. For the last two or three weeks 
we have been keeping our K.D. neatly pressed underneath 
the mattress, in the hope of some Summer weather.
SPORT

Football.—Football has been sadly lacking this month, 
owing to the rain, but B Coy. are still second in the 
Inter-Coy. League.

Boxing.—The Coy. representatives in the Munro Champion
ships were Ptes. Simmons and Stone—Pte. Simmons winning 
his fight, while Pte. Stone was a reserve for this competition.

Running.—Once again B Coy. was well represented in 
the Garrison Running Competition for the Hoare Cup, the 
Bn. ‘A’ team finishing first. Among the runners taking 
part were the following from this Coy. : Sgt. Clow, Ptes. 
Morgan, Reineri, McComiskey—well done the runners.

Table Tennis.—The Bn. Table Tennis Tournament has 
now been completed, Lt. Godfrey being knocked out in the 
Sem-Finals. Better luck next time.

I attach a photograph of B Coy. taken on the aerodrome, 
with a background which will surely be recognised by all.“Magnum.”

“C” Company
The weather in Gibraltar has been particularly bad for 

the last week or two and consequently our sporting activities 
have been seriously curtailed.

During the last month we have only been able to play 
one game of football in the Inter-Coy. League, and, by 
beating A Coy. by 7 goals to 2, we are well In the running 
for the league cup. There are still two more games to 
play, and a further two points should give us the cup.

We extend our congratulations to two members of the 
Coy.—Sgt. Mathieson for reaching the final of the Bn. Table 
Tennis competition, and Pte. Presland for coming second, out 
of a large field of good runners, in the Garrison cross-country 
run.Once again we have lost a number of familiar faces 
through release groups—their departure is much regretted, 
but fortunately a new draft arrived from the U.K. on the 
3rd May, and were posted to C Coy. To our new arrivals 
we extend a warm welcome, and trust that their stay on 
the Rock, and with the Coy., will be a happy one.

We were very sorry to lose Pte. Lacey on Class “B”
Release, as he has rendered valuable service to the Coy.
football team.We also welcome back to the Coy. Capt, Aldred, who 
has been on a course in the U.K.

Capt. Barnett, M.C., has gone to Italy for interview.
To Sgt. Blight, home on compassionate leave, we extend 

our sympathies, and hope that his young son will soon make 
a speedy recovery.By the next issue of this “Gazette” we shall bo back on 
our old detachment on the Frontier, which was our first
station on arrival here.We are shortly going to have a group photo taken of 
the Coy., and we hope to reproduce this in our next con
tribution.

“D” Company
Before starting this month’s contribution we have an 

amendment to make.Ref. phrase : “March winds and April showers.” Delete 
“showers," insert, “deluges.” With stories coming from home 
of beautiful Easter weather, it is a wonder we have been 
able to do anything considering the rainfall that Gibraltar 
can supply.Our boxers deserve most merit this last month. Sgt. 
Franklin was chosen to fight for the Rock against Malta 
in a novices competition and pleased us all when he won 
with a knock-out. D Coy. were well represented in the 
Bn. team against the R.E’s., in the Inter-Unit Boxing Com
petition. In the team we had Sgt. Franklin, and Pte. Brown 
who won their fights easily; Pte. Wall who put up a plucky 
fight against a better boxer; and Pte. Saywell who unfort-
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unately put his thumb out of joint again. Well done the boxers!

In the (Inter-Unit cross oountry run ‘for the Hoare 
Cup, Lt. Uden, Pte. Hodson and Pte. Tapner ran for tho 
first team, who won the cup, coming 11th, 9th and 24th 
respectively. Pte. Jupp ran for the second team who also 
did exceedingly well. After the run we all had a “Supper” 
in the Cpls. N.A.A.F.I. and drank one anothers’ health in 
the cup. In the Individual Run, Lt. Uden, Pte. Hodson and 
Tapner ran, but although they had good positions they 
couldn’t get in the first ten home. Well done the runners!

We were sorry to lose Sgt. Corbett to B Coy. and L/Cpl. 
Poster, Ptes. Hodson, Kitching, Awcock and Westlake to H.Q. 
Coy. In return we welcome L/Cpl. Waddington, Ptes. Bailey 
and Tyrrell and hope they don't find lt too hard living 
up to our standard.

Cpl. Beaven, L/Cpls. Peck and Fairbairn have been lucky 
enough to go home on a course, so we hope they get quite 
a good result.

It is good to see Pte. Richards back In the Coy. and 
we noted the smile on his face and were very glad.

And so we leave you, rather wet but cheerful, until next month.
Cheerio for now.

“H.Q.” Company
For most of us the novelty of Gibraltar is wearing 

off, and April finds us in search of new amusements. Sport 
plays a great part in life on the Rock, but recently it 
has been very much a case of “rain stopped play”—buckets 
of it.

The only thing it hasn’t stopped is cross-country running, 
and the following Coy. members represented the Bn. in the 
teams which were successful in bringing home the Hoare 
Challenge Cup :— Capt. R. H. Jackson, M.C., R.A.M.C.; Lt. 
L. B. Epsom; Lt. M. C. O’Reilly, Lt. V. C. Abplanalp; L/Cpl. 
Waddington: Pte. Hodson and Pte. Jupp. Well done chaps!

Now let’s see what the Sections have been doing.
Our Q.M. is a very happy man, and quite unlike the 

other Quarter-masters I have known in this respect. The 
other day I asked him how he managed to retain his cheerful
ness. “Simple,” he replied. “Whenever things go wrong. I 
merely submit A.F. K. 1300 (in triplicate) to the R.E. for 
immediate action. Nothing ever happens for three months, 
and by that time I have forgotten all about it.” R.Q.M.S. 
“Nobby” Stone has been responsible for issuing a nice line 
in Khaki Drill, with the able assistance of Pte. Tague.

The R.A.P. maintains an excellent 24-hour service.—any
thing from sore feet to a civilian maternity case. Incidentally,

“Doc” Jackson has succeeded in curing all ills except his 
own, as. at the moment, he is in the Military Hospital 
with tonsil trouble. We hope he can take his own medicine, 
and, of course, that he will be back with us very soon.

The Transport Section recently held a competition for 
the cleanest and best maintained vehicle. Prize winners 
were : Pte. Purkis, Pte. Hollett, Pte. Franklin, Pte. Webb, 
Pte. Dengate and Pte. Greenfield. Congratulations to our 
diminutive, but loquacious CpLFord, who has recently been 
promoted Sgt. Also to Ptes. Hanscombe and Kemp who have 
been made L/Cpls.

Taking everything into consideration, “Gib” is not such 
a bad station. In any case, the Coy. is far too engrossed 
in its all-important work to become “rock-happy.” We leave 
that to the Rifle Coys.

The Scribe.
Sergeants’ Mess

Since our last contribution we have had two socials in 
the Mess. The first was with the officers, and the second 
with the R.A.F. Sgts’. Mess, and on both occasions it was 
voted a success. ■ With the R.A.F. it was one of the Tom 
Leigh Goofy nights, and all members thank him and his 
helpers for a very enjoyable evening.

C.S.M. August and his Merry Band are back in the Mess 
once more, all looking "fit” after their rest at British Lines.

C.S.M. Hughes and Coy. have moved down for two months. 
I hope they enjoy their stay there.

Continuing the Who’s Who, we have—C.S.M. Tom Leigh, 
an old member of the Regt.—1st Bn. He is now with D 
Coy. and is assisted by C/Sgt. “Tlch” Cooling, another old 
sweat.

In the Orderly Room we have Sgt. George Smith, well- 
known as C Coy. Clerk in the 1st Bn., and also of the 
Orderly Room.

We welcome into the Mess two new members, and they 
are both named Williams. Sgt. Williams (92) has only been 
promoted a few days and all members wish him luck in 
his new role—training buglers. He was a boy in the 1st. 
SPORT

We have played one game of football v. the officers and 
we lost 4-2. We shall have our own back in the next match 
—so gentlemen, get training.

Since we arrived, a great improvement is seen in the 
Mess—one new wireless set, a letter rack, and the Regimental 
Crest is taking shape on the wall over the fireplace. There 
is no mistake about RB.M. Tom—once he starts, he keeps 
going.

A photograph of members of the Mess is reproduced 
below.

MEMBERS OF SERGEANTS’ MESS, 5th BATTALION
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PEARLS
o f

GREAT PRICE

A/TAN found his first gem not in 
the earth but in the sea. He 

called it the Gem made of Dew. 
And he told its legend; how at 
certain seasons of the year, in the 
early morning, the peari-oyster 
rises to the surface of the sea, 
opens its shell, and drinks in a drop 
of dew, which the breath of the air 
and the warmth of the sun slowly 
change into a milky-glowing pearl.

The pearl has a longer story — 
and a more romantic one — than 
any other jewel in the World. Its 
pedigree goes back beyond the 
birth of Rome, Athens or Nineveh; 
reaches further into the past than 
recorded history itself. It was 
prized by prehistoric man; buried 
with the mummies of earliest 
E gypt; sung by H om er; and

carried into battle by medieval 
princes. It was fashionable in the 
days of Cleopatra. It is fashion
able today. Or rather, it stands 
above fashion.

Pearls can be worn morning, 
noon or night. They suit every 
woman; every shade of com
plexion or hair; every style of 
dress. They blend with every 
colour. Artificial light can never 
change them as it can a coloured 
gem. They are correct for every 
occasion. And, more perhaps than 
any other jewel their beauty 
heightens the beauty of the woman 
who wears them. Time and place 
make no difference to the ‘ right
ness ’ of pearls.

Almost all the finest pearls are 
fished in the Persian Gulf.

\7/ici GOLDSMITHS ̂ SILVERSMITHS 
COMPANY LTD.

112. REGENT STREET,
ON LY  ON E  
ADDRESS LONDON • W.l. TELEPH ON E  

REG. 3021
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A DAY WITH THE NAVY

There is one day in the history of the Bn. that I am 
sure will be indelibly impressed in the memories of 46 
members of our community who braved the unknown to 
spend a day at sea with two ‘Frigates’ of the Royal Navy.

The adventure opened bleak and cold at that ‘unheard- 
of’ hour—5.30 a.m.! The roar of 3-tonners and P.0, crashed 
upon the morning air as the cortege streamed out of Case
mates Square bound for H.M.S. “Cormorant.” On arrival 
at this terrestrial version of a grand old ship, we heard 
snatches of a vaguely familiar now language. “ ‘Eave O, ‘Eave 
O, 'Eave O, lash up and stow”'—the Navy was stirring. After 
a short wait on the jetty we bundled on to a waiting tender, 
almost capsizing it in a frantic effort to get on board. “Let 
go for’ard,” clang clang, “Let go aft.” and we were away, 
bound for—where?

The Frigates “Cardigan Bay” and “St. Austell Bay” were 
lying calmly outside the port as we slithered alongside each 
in turn, discharging half the party on each. Once on board 
we were split into small parties and allocated to different 
messes throughout the ship, which were to be our respective 
homes for the next 24 hours. At first we were amazed to 
see the cramped living space but very soon got used to it.

As the rumble of the engines increased and the anchor 
was weighed we steamed slowly and silently from the “Rock." 
Steaming steadily Eastward we passed school upon school 
of porpoise — there were hundreds of them slither
ing and sliding around each other, and occasionally jumping 
clean out of the water, to fall back again without a splash.

During the morning the Gunners of both ships carried 
out Gunnery exercises, using Rocket Parachute targets, in 
the absence of target aircraft, through bad weather. This 
first demonstration brought forth many a friendly argument 
as to whether Army Gunners or Naval Gunners were the 
better.

Towards dinner time we were amazed to see that both 
ships were steaming alongside each other, not more than 
20 yards apart. This was the beginning of an evolution 
by which a bad medical case could be transferred from one 
ship to another without the dangerous necessity of stopping 
both ships. A very thin line was shot across our bows from 
the other ship, by means of a specially designed rifle. By 
this line heavier and thicker hausers were hauled across. 
To the thickest of these, a stretcher was attached by pulley 
and was hauled back across the intervening water space by 
the smaller lines. The whole exercise took not more than 
ten minutes to complete, and one felt like clapping and 
cheering as if it were a well performed acrobatic stunt.

There is little or nothing to record of the actual journey, 
apart from one or two exercises, such as throwing a life-belt 
overboard and recovering it whilst still under way, until the 
evening when we ran into a “Line Storm.” It appeared in 
the fast approaching distance as a black line of clouds, just 
above the horizon, and stretching right across with lightning 
jumping across the gap between the clouds and the sea, 
brilliantly illuminating the whole area below, but not above. 
As we passed under the clouds the weather changed from 
calm serenity to a raging storm in a second. There was an 
incredible drop in temperature, the wind howled across the 
bows and through the rigging, and the rain fell with the 
force of a waterfall. The lightning was blinding, and it 
was quite five seconds after each flash before one’s eyes 
became accustomed once more to the dark. The amazing 
part about this phenomenon was that the sea remained as
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calm as before throughout the storm. The storm still raged 
as we turned our thoughts to bed and sleep.

We awoke next morning to And ourselves tied up along
side in Gibraltar and we returned to the Army to tell 
everybody that even the thought oi being sea-sick had never 
entered our heads.

Trang.
----------4---------

No. 13 
HOLDING BATTALION

The last month has seen some rather radical changes in 
the organisation of this Battalion. According to the usual 
highly reliable rumours we were due to move to many places, 
amongst those mentioned being Shorncliffe, Colchester, Maid
stone and Guildford.

The fact remains that we are still at Gravesend, the powers 
that be having decided that the 12 Holding Battalion should 
move from Shorncliffe and join us here.

The Unit is now a Holding Battalion for Four Regiments, 
namely Buffs, Queen’s, East Surreys, and The Queen’s Own. 
Everyone seems to have settled down and at the moment a 
casual observer would think that we have always been to- 
.gether here.

The future should see some very keen inter-Regimental 
rivalry, especially in the field of sport.

Lt.-Col. W. M. Knatchbull is still in Command of the 
Battalion, but due to the amalgamation Major Allfrey has 
handed over the duties of 2 i/c and P.R.I. to Major Grierson, 
East Surrey Regiment.

The Battalion has been reorganised internally on the basis 
of Regimental Companies and No. 2 Coy. is almost entirely 
Queen's Own personnel, staff and Holdees.

Major J. Winstanley, M.C., who commanded this Coy., 
has now left for Civvy Street to resume his studies for the 
medical profession. We wish him the best of luck and feel 
sure that he will be as popular with his patients in the 
future as he was with us here.

Owing to the numbers of The Queen's Own personnel that 
pass through here on their way to civilian life, space would 
not permit mentioning individuals, but we would like to wisli 
the very best to Capts. Matthewman, Cleverdon, Lieuts. Logan, 
Webster, Hall and Seabourn, until recently members of the 
permanent staff, on their return to civilian life.

Numerous Python Parties have turned up here recently, 
amongst them being a large contingent from the 4th Bn. We 
extend them a very hearty welcome, even though many will 
leave us soon. We were very sorry to hear that this Bn., after 
having attained such a splendid fighting record, should be 
disbanded.

Several members of the Bn. have been selected to represent 
the Regiment at the forthcoming Victory Parade in London. 
We congratulate them and feel sure that the Regiment will 
get a special mention on that day.

In conclusion we feel sure that all who know him would 
wish to join with us in congratulating our Quartermaster— 
Capt. Blake, M.B.E., on the birth of a son and heir. C.R.H.

---------♦---------
ARMY OFFICERS’ ART SOCIETY.

The Army Officers’ Art Society was founded in 1925 for 
the purpose of bringing together Officers interested in Art, and 
of providing them with facilities for the exhibition and disposal 
of their works. It has held fifteen Exhibitions since then, but 
had to close down during the war.

The Society intends to re-open with its Sixteenth Exhibition early in 1947.
In addition to Officers of the Army and of the Royal 

Marines, the Society welcomes as Exhibitors Officers of the 
Royal Navy, the Royal Air Force and of the several Auxiliary 
Forces connected with these Services.

Any Officer interested is invited to communicate with the 
Hon. Secretary, Colonel L. N. Malan, 10, Blenheim Road, 
London, N.W.8, who will send all particulars.
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THE QUEEN’S OWN 
PAST & PRESENT ASSOCIATION

372, London Road,
Upper Deal, Kent,

1st May, 1946.
The Editor, The Queen’s Own Gazette.
Dear Sir,

A few weeks ago I sent a collection of Press cuttings con
cerning the activities of our football team (2nd Bn., period 
1886—1896) that has been carefully preserved by me. I knew 
H. J. Bass, ex-Q.M.S., very well, as well qualified to deal with 
the matter, but did not expect such an extensive contribution. 
My old acquaintance was of a locaquence tendency (Penalty 
Kick?).

If you think part of the letter may be Interesting, perhaps 
you could find a small space in the Q.O.G.

We were very provid of our team in those days and their 
performances added in no small way to the Bn. excellent record 
in many ways, smartness, discipline, tradition, etc.

Yours faithfully,
H. COOKE.

13, Goodrich Road,
London, S.E.22.

24th April, 1946.
My dear Old Comrade, Harry,

I very much regret that I have been unable to answer 
your very welcome letter of the 19th March before now, this 
being due to the fact I have been, unfortunately, “hors de 
combat” owing to, first of all, a filthy cold, followed by a 
sharp attack of that wretched “Flu,” from which it is so 
difficult to return back to a normal activity, such as I have 
so fortunately enjoyed in the past.

I not only thank you, very much indeed, for your very 
kind remembrance and very interesting letter, but I also very 
fully appreciate your kindness in sending those newspaper 
cuttings which remind us, so vividly, of those stirring battles 
in the field of “Soccer," between 50 and 60 years ago, when 
the good name and reputation of the 2nd Bn. The Queen’s 
Own Royal West Kent Regiment was never lightly regarded by 
such worthy opponents as Woolwich Arsenal, Millwall Athletic, 
Chatham, Sheppey United and many others, not forgetting the 
2nd Bn. Scots Guards, who after winning the coveted Army 
Cup for two years in succession, were knocked out of the com
petition by our “Soccer” team on the 18th March, 1893, at 
Crewe by three goals to two, our gallant lads (and what a 
happy crew they were!) eventually winning the Army Cup by 
defeating the Sherwood Foresters at Aldershot on 30tli March, 
1893, by one goal to nil after having played a drawn game of 
one goal each the previous day, these two games being regarded 
for many years, as a splendid epic of true sportsmanship in 
the football field.

Unfortunately most of the many “cuttings” you send me 
contain no dates, and even if they did so, I am much afraid 
that, now being in my 79th year, it is not possible that I 
could do full justice to that “happy team of brothers” with 
whom I first played football for the 2nd Bn. on Chatham Lines 
in 1887, fifty-nine years ago. and when “goal nets" were un
known, the “cross bar” of the goal being a piece of flimsy 
tape, stretched from goal post to goal post, the tape fluttering 
up and down in the wind, and which led to many a dispute 
as to whether a “shot at goal” had passed under or over the 
line where a “cross bar” was Invariably fixed In later years.

In those days, with the ball at your feet, there was no 
thought of “passing the ball” when tackled by an opponent, 
the “dribbling code” then being much in force, “Old Mac” 
and “Dan” Pedley being expert masters of the “ dribbling code,” 
being followed by “Ben” Sharp later on before the Bn. left 
Chatham for Portland in February, 1888, and where, before 
we left Portland three years afterwards, the Bn. were to hold 
such trophies as the Dorset County Cup; the Frisby slx-a-slde 
cup; and the Dorset six-a-side shield, the last named having 
been won three years in succession, now being the property 
of the 2nd Bn., as I last saw it, hanging on the wall of the 
Sergeants’ Mess at Aldershot on the eventual day our beloved 
Colonel-in-Chief, the late Duke of Kent, presented a Silver 
Bugle to the Bn. at Shornclifle on 22nd May, 1937, and in 
commemoration of which I wrote some verses entitled “A 
Silver Bugle, published in “The Queen’s Own Gazette” for April, 1937.

You will, no doubt, remember that It was during the 
season 1891-92 (I forget the actual date!) that our fellows 
defeated Woolwich Arsenal at Plumstead by two goals to one,

the Arsenal then being the only professional team in the 
South of England. However the Arsenal were to have their 
revenge, when, also at Plumstead on 6th October, 1892, they 
defeated our fellows by three goals to nil, two of our best 
players being absent from our team, viz., Lieut. (“Pongo”) 
Burbury and Cpl. (“Mick”) Spooner. This defeat is not to 
be wondered at, seeing that only on 3rd October, 1892, our 
team defeated the R.A. Sheerness at Sheerness by five goals 
to three, and then, on the following day, 4th October, 1892, 
they also defeated Sheppey United at Sheerness by nine goals 
to one.

Two days after the match with the Arsenal, our team 
then went on to defeat the Northumberland Fusiliers in a 
Kent County Cup tie by nine goals to one. an Army Cup tie 
with the same Bn. being won by our fellows by 12 goals to two.

During that same month of October, 1892. there was also 
those three remarkable English Cup ties with Chatham; when 
after playing two drawn games at Chatham on the 18th and 
22nd October, 1892, our fellows defeated Chatham at Maidstone 
on 26th October, 1892, by two goals to nil. eventually being 
knocked out of the English Cup competition by Millwall 
Athletic at Millwall, on 29th October, 1892, by two goals to 
nil.

There was also that other remarkable contest with 
Chatham in the final for the Chatham and Rochester Charity 
Cup when after two-and-a-half hours’ play on the last day 
of the 1891-92 season the game still ended in a draw, both 
sides holding the cup for six months each, the medals for both 
side being of a similar character.

It is also a remarkable fact that during the season from 
10th September, 1892, to 30th March 1893, In all the 39 matches 
played our fellows were never fortunate enough to play on 
Iheir own ground, either at Shornclifle or in Ireland, all the 
39 matches being played on neutral ground or the ground of 
their opponents, and when one remembers that our fellows 
finished the season of 1892-93 by winning the Army Cup at 
Aldershot on 30th March, 1893, it makes one feel very proud 
of a gallant band of Good Comrades with whom I had been 
so closely associated since I first played for the 2nd Bn. on 
Chatham Lines since 1887.

And what a happy band of comrades they were! Always 
cheerful, wet or fine; full of courage and determination under 
all conditions; and with such a high and very keen sense of 
humour that nothing could daunt them—win or lose.

It has always been a matter of sincere regret with me 
that I was not a member of the team which defeated the 
Arsenal and won the Army Cup, this being due to the fact 
that I, unfortunately, had been "crocked” by a badly dislocated 
knee whilst playing for the Bn. at Portland against South 
Dorset.However, before we left Dorset, I had the satisfaction of 
playing in a farewell match at Dorchester, when we defeated 
Weymouth College, the County Cup flnallists, by two goals 
to nil.Later I also had the satisfaction of helping the Depot to 
become Champions of the Maidstone and District League, as 
also I had the privilege and honour of playing in the opening 
match on the new recreation ground on the London Road at 
Maidstone.

To follow the career of the 2nd Bn. Football Team from 
the date they played the first match, against the Lancashire 
Fusiliers at Chatham on the 16th January, 1886, until the 
glorious culmination of career, by winning the coveted Army 
Cup on 30th March, 1893, is beyond my poor capabilities, but 
I am sure the following table will be of considerable interest 
to yourself, as also this table and above particulars may be of 
some interest to readers of “The Queen’s Own Gazette,” 
including the present team of the 2nd Bn., whose photo appears 
in the Gazette of March, 1946, and whose progress appears to 
be in the right direction.

Table showing remarkable record of 2nd Bn. Team from 
1891 to 1893; Goals Av. Goals

Played Won Drawn Lost For Against For Against
1891-92 35 26 4 5 167 30
1892-93 39 31 4 4 169 43
Totals 74 57 8 9 336 73 4.54 .98

To be associated with such a wonderful record, as you and 
I were in days gone by, recalls many happy memories of a 
splendid comradeship of the past, and which both of us are 
never to forget.By the way, did you ever read my article, entitled “The 
Birth of our Comrades’ Association,” published In the 
“Gazettes" for June and July, 1934. If not, you will find your 
name mentioned there to recall more happy memories of those 
great comrades we both first knew some 50-60 years ago.
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And, if you wish to do so, I should like to think you will 

send this letter to the Editor of “The Queen's Own Gazette,” 
and who, I also like to think may find room for my ramblings, 
in a future issue of the Gazette, as showing that we Old 
Comrades, of advanced age, still have a warm corner in our 
hearts for a lasting comradeship with The Queen’s Own Royal 
West Kent Regiment, of glorious fame and reputation.

I would be very pleased if you will let me know you have 
received this, and whether you wall send it on to the Editor 
of the Q.O.G. for publication, it being very likely that such 
as I have written may prove of considerable interest, not only 
to the younger generation of Young Comrades, but also to 
those Older Comrades who are still left to carry on in these 
difficult times of a so-called Peace.

Trusting you are still keeping well and lit and awaiting 
the pleasure of your reply.

Believe me, your very sincere Old Comrade,
HENRY J. BASS

LONDON BRANCH
Hello, Hello, London Branch calling! Not much to say this 

time, but a little is better than nothing. I would like to remind 
all members and all those that are interested of our Annual 
General Meeting which takes place on Friday, July 26th, at 
7.30 p.m., Chevrons Club, 23, Rutland Gate. S.W.l. Just a 
few minutes’ walk from Knightsbridge Underground Station. 
Dinner is obtainable before the meeting at 2s. 6d. per head.

Believe me, it is well worth the money as other members 
will agree with me. If any member requires the dinner, will 
you please inform Mr. Snell, 3, Malta Road, Leyton, London,
E.10. Now, don't forget—Annual General Meeting, Friday. July 
26th, 7.30 p.m., Chevrons Club, 23, Rutland Gate, Knights
bridge.

This meeting is to select officers for the Committee for 
the next 12 months. Apart from being our meeting we will 
welcome all comers, members or not, providing they have been 
members of the The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.

W. A. COLE.

tlth BATTALION ASSOCIATION
The first reunion of old comrades of the 11th Bn. since 

the War, was held on Saturday, the 25th May, at the "Prince 
Alfred,” Tufton Street, S.W.l, under the chairmanship of 
Capt. T. Rooney, M.C.

There were over 65 present, and the President of the 
Association, Lieut.-Col. A. C. Corfe, Dfi.O., told the members 
they were meeting almost on the anniversary of the formation 
of the Bn. in May, 1915; and of their baptism of fire in 
“Plug Street” Wood in May, 1916, and it was gratifying to 
see such enthusiasm after the lapse of so many years.

Amongst those present were : Sir Eric Salmon, M.C.,.
J.P.; Colonel D. I. Deane, V.C.; Capts. J. D. Burrows. M.B.E.. 
C. F. Hall. H. I. Hayward, M.C., A. V. D. Morley, M.C.,
C. B. Smith; Messrs. J. Hayley, M.C., D.C.M., C. F. Judge, 
M.C., R. C. Jenkins, W. F. Chapman, D.C.M., H. W. Smith,
D. C.M., and the Acting Hon. Secretary, Mr. L. W. Dawson.

Capt. R. O. Russell M.C., the Hon. Treasurer, to whom 
the Association owe so much, was unavoidably prevented 
from coming to town.

---------♦---------
REGIMENTAL mem or ial  banner  

ST. GEORGE'S CHURCH, YPRES

Mr. H. Gabriel, late of the Imperial War Graves Com
mission, has informed the Hon. Secretary of the 11th Bn. 
Association that he recently visited Ypres, and was very 
pleased to find that the Regimental Memorial Banner and 
Plaque, in St. George’s Church, had not been damaged during 
the War.

For the information of those who served during the 
Second World War, the Banner and Plaque were placed in 
the British Church in Ypres, in memory of those who laid 
down their lives in the 1914-18 War, and was unveiled by 
Lieut.-Col. P. R. Anstruther, D.S.O., M.C., in June, 1938.

--------- f ---------
TENT CLUB

Members of the Officers’ Tent Club may be interested to 
know that if a pitch can be obtained on the Mote Cricket 
Ground, that it is hoped to have a tent during the Maidstone 
Cricket Week, 24th to 30th July.

1st BATTALION BAND
I had hoped that, by the time this month’s correspondence 

came to be written, the weather would have been such to have 
caused me to shake beads of perspiration from my brow as 
I wrote; but it is not so. It has rained in Kent, and after 
very brief periods of dry, it has rained again. Not at all the 
sort of weather with which to have welcomed the Indians to 
this country for the cricket season. Nor can I find any reason 
for this, for, though the Band has its fair share of prophets, 
we do not shelter the prophetic weather-man in our midst.

Engagements have sparsely punctuated our routine, so that 
for this month at least, we have not seen so much of the 
barrack square. We gave a concert at Chatham in aid of the 
Kent Boys’ Clubs, and on another afternoon, played at a 
garden party, or was it an aquatic meeting held on a disguised 
tennis court? Anyway, we all gdt wet, but there was a garden 
in which we had tea so that I may be mixing my sports a 
little. Then we played to the inmates of Maidstone Gaol, 
where the compere was heard repeatedly to say “And then 
there was that one about the I ! I” and so on. Of course, 
nobody had, so that they were very well received.

Lastly, the old adage of “all work and no play,” brings 
us to sport. Soccer, never a shining light in the Band, has 
taken a turn for the better. Played on to the field to the 
strains of “the rhythm of the rain drops,” we beat the 2nd 
Bn. Band in a game in which sliding tackles were the high 
light. Yes, you've guessed. It was raining. We’ve also beaten 
"G ” Coy., but have lost twice to "A” Coy.

At hockey, as usual, it’s a different story. A civilian club 
was beaten 9—0, and the 2nd Bn. Band 5—0. And that brings 
to an end our contribution for this month, but before I go, 
there is one thing we would like to know. When is the 1st 
Bn. coming home?

Goodbye everyone, everywhere, “Chota”

--------- ♦--------- -

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & DEATHS

BIRTHS
ANDREWS.—On May 18th, 1946, at Allington House Nursing 

Home, Ipswich, to Joan (nee Drake Brockman), wife 
of Major D. H. Andrews, (M.C., The Queen’s Own Royal 
West Kent Regiment,—a daughter, who lived only two days

JAMES.—On May 9th, 1946, to Doris (nee Holland), wife of 
R. James,—a son, Michael David.

MARRIAGES
WINCH—-TAYLOR.—On March 30th, at St. Paul’s Church, 

Vacoas, Mauritius, Major Peter Edwin Winch, Royal West 
Kent Regt. (K.A.R.), younger son of Mr. and Mrs. H. P. 
Winch, of Norbury, London, S.W, to Joan Rosemary, elder 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs Duncan Taylor, of Vacoas. 
Mauritius

SAVAGE—STREETER.—On May 11th, at East Peckham 
Church, Pte Savage to Elizabeth Emily Streeter.

FORTHCOMING MARRIAGES
RICKCORD—COTTON.-—The engagement is announced between 

Capt. Michael Bentinck Rickcord, The Queen’s Own 
Royal West Kent Regt., son of the late Commander 
P. S. Rickcord, R.N., and Mrs. Rickcord. of Crowthorne, 
and Audrey, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert Cotton, of 
Pilton, Crowthorne, Berkshire.

IN MEMORIAM
CAMPBELL.—-To the precious memory of Lt. P. A. T. W. B. 

Campbell (Pat), Royal West Kent Regt., killed in an 
aeroplane accident on his way home after five years as 
a prisoner of war at Oflag Vllb. “At the going down 
of the sun, and in the morning, we will remember”—Vera.

---------♦---------

SUBSCRIPTION RATES:—
Officers 9/- per annum, post free; 
Other Ranks 5/- per annum, post free; 
Single Copies 5d., post free.
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WAR CRIMINALS

The trials of war criminals, now going on in b o th  Germany 
and Japan, are of great importance, not only, or indeed 
primarily, as regards the issue of the actual cases themselves, 
but because of their future legal implications. Certain pre
cedents are being established at Belsen, Nuremberg, and 
Manila, which should go far to change international law from 
something like an agreed fiction to a forceful reality which 
future wrongdoers will have to take seriously into account.

The precedent established at Eelsen is one which already 
forms an Integral part of British Law, both civil and military, 
namely, that personal responsibility of a subordinate for 
illegal acts cannot be annulled on the ground that he acted 
on the orders of a superior. Such a notion is, of course, 
entirely foreign to German mentality, for which the plea 
“It was an order” has always been unanswerable; and no 
doubt, as the defending counsel pleaded at the Belsen trial 
itself, the prisoners were strictly being tried and judged by a 
law which from their point of view had neither sense nor 
validity. But public warnings had been repeatedly broadcast 
by the Allies to Germany and Japan to the effect that this 
plea of superior orders would not be accepted in the case 
of those charged before post-war Allied courts with war or 
international law crimes, and therefore they could not be 
said to have committed their crimes in ignorance of the fact 
that they would in due course be called personally to account 
for them in the event of an Allied victory. It was in any 
case fully proved that many of the Belsen criminals had 
gone even beyond their loathsome duty in devising and carry
ing out new and unauthorised methods of torturing and 
killing their victims; few will waste sympathy on them or 
consider their punishment anything but equitable and 
necessary.

The Japanese General Yamashita’s trial at Manila draws 
its importance from the converse reason, that in it the 
superior was held responsible for the illegal actions of his 
subordinates, and neither the excuse that the General did 
not know of these, nor the plea that he was powerless to 
stop them, was allowed to clear him from complicity in these 
actions. But from the point of view of the international law 
of the future, this precedent should have an effect not only 
converse, but complementary to that of Belsen, for as the 
Belsen precedent prevents the subordinate from off-loading 
his guilt on to his superior, so the Manila precedent makes 
the superior responsible for not preventing crimes commit
ted under his authority by his subordinates. The combination 
of these two decisions should, therefore, tend to act as a 
strong deterrent to potential international criminals of the 
future.

The great trial of major German war criminals now in 
progress at Nuremberg, however, far exceed in importance 
those two comparatively small scale indictments of guilty 
Individuals. Here is arraigned not merely a set of once 
powerful and unscrupulous men, but the whole basis on 
which, for the last five hundred years at least, international 
affairs have been conducted. The theory is that there is no 
authority above the State, and this holds good whether the 
State be represented by an absolute monarch, a ruling aris
tocracy, or a self-governing republic. There are customs and 
conventions regulating the intercourse between these all 
powerful dependent States, but In the last resort there is 
no over-riding legal authority which can enact or enforce 
any code of inter-State behaviour or prevent or punish any 
infraction of these customs and conventions. The United 
Nations, by bringing the former rulers of Germany to trial 
for breaches of international good faith and for offences 
against the rules of diplomatic behaviour and the customs 
of war, have now set themselves up as a super-national 
authority compowered to decide and judge on these matters. 
The evidence so far produced shows clearly that the Nazi

rulers of Germany conducted their international relations 
in a spirit of cynical contempt and disregard of all hitherto 
accepted customs and conventions, no doubt in the belief 
that even if Germany were defeated, they would never be 
called to account. It is exactly for this offence that they 
are now being tried, and thereby the international code is 
being given what it has hitherto always lacked to give it the 
full force of a true law — the power of enforcing its dictates, 
or what is technically known as a sanction. This is one of 
the most important forward steps that have ever been taken 
in international relations, for by it the law has been brought 
level with enlightened public opinion in a field in which 
more than in any other it has lagged behind. Public opinion 
throughout the world has for long disapproved the unpro
voked aggression and war-making; does not even the most 
belligerent government have to plead before its people 
that its wars of conquest are in reality defensive in purpose, 
and waged for the protection of sacred and undeniable 
national right, were this only the right of a self-styled “master 
race” to batten on its inferiors? But up to date infractions 
of this ban of public opinion on offensive could only be 
countered, not by legal process, but by an alliance of other 
States acting more or less as vigilantes, after the fashion of 
the lawless days on the frontiers of civilisation, and even 
after the criminal nation had thus be h i curbed in Its career 
of wrong-doing, the rulers responsible for leading it astray 
always escaped being called to international account for 
their international offence. After the precedent of Nuremberg, 
they will no longer be able to reckon on such immunity, and 
the realisation of this fact can hardly fail to act in some 
sense as a deterrent to future war-makers. This is the primary 
importance of these trials of these German rulers who shared 
between them the responsibility of deliberately letting the 
second world war loose on the world. If the world should 
need at any future time to apply the precedent to other 
rulers guilty of the same international crimes, the criminals 
will certainly have first to be apprehended and confined, and 
it may need another war to do this; but this done, the law 
is now there under which they can be duly tried, convicted 
and punished, in full accordance with the conscience and 
demands of civilised mankind.

---------♦---------
THE NUFFIELD CENTRE.

Hundreds of thousands of ex-Service men and women, now 
in Civvy Street, remember with pleasure the times they visited 
the Nuffield Centre in Wardour Street, London, W.

Since the Centre, under the auspices of the Nuffield Trust 
for the Forces of the Crown, first opened its doors on September 
1st, 1943, close on 3,000,000 members of the Forces have used 
its facilities. Some idea of the benefits they have derived 
from its inauguration can be gained from the following figures 
of the catering activities up to the end of January this year.

2,274,000 MEALS SERVED.
2,274,000 meals served, including 840,000 main meals,

84.000 breakfasts, 610,000 subsidiary meals. 740,000 teas, and
2.600.000 beverages, excluding beer and minerals.

The primary motive for the foundation of the Centre was 
to provide refreshment, entertainment, and recreation for men 
and women below commissioned rank on leave, in transit, or serving in London.

For this purpose, the former Empire Restaurant and Cafe 
de Paris were merged and arranged to afford the following;— 
Cafeteria, snack-bar, dance and entertainment hall, informa
tion bureau, lounge, billiards room, games room, writing room, 
suite for women's services, tailor's shop, barber’s shop, drying 
room and first aid room.

Dancing takes place every evening, light orchestral music 
is provided every afternoon, variety entertainments are given 
twice a week, while there are also cultural lectures and talks, 
sight-seeing tours, classical concerts, French classes, and, in 
the sports line, badminton, billiards, table tennis, and darts.
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HOME COUNTIES AREA.

“Quo Fas et Gloria Ducunt.”

BATTLE HONOURS BORNE ON THE REGIMENTAL COLOUR :
The Sphinx, superscribed “Egypt.”

“Vimiera,” “Corunna,” "Almaraz,” “Vittoria,” “Pyrenees.” “Nive.” “Orthes,” “Peninsula,” “Punniar,” "Moodkee.” 
“Ferozeshah,” “Aliwal,” “Sobraon,” “Alma,” “Inkerman,” “Sevastopol,” “Lucknow,” “New Zealand,” “Egypt, 1882,”

“Nile, 1884-85,” “South Africa, 1900-02,” Afghanistan, 1919.”

BATTLE HONOURS BORNE ON THE KING’S COLOUR :
"Mons,” “Ypres, 1914, ’15, T7, ’18,” “Hill 60,” “Somme, 1916, T8 ,” “Vimy, 1917,” "Italy, 1917, T8,” “Gallipoli, 1915,”

“Gaza,” “Defence of Kut A1 Amaia,” “Sharqat.”

THE GREAT WAR BATTLE HONOURS—18 BATTALIONS :
“Mons,” “Le Cateau,” “Retreat from Mons,” “Marne, 1914,” “Ainsne, 1914,” “La Bassee, 1914,” “Messeines, 1914, T7,” 
“Ypres, 1914, T5 T7, 18,” “Hill 60,” “Gravenstavel.” “St. Julien,” “Frezenberg,” “Loos,” “Somme, 1916. ‘18,”
"Albert, 1916, T8,” “Bazentin,” “Delville Wood,” “Pozieres,” “Guillemont,” “Flers-Courcelette,” “Morval,” “Thiepval,” 
“Le Transloy,” “Ancre Heights,” “Ancre, 1916, T8,” Arras,”1917, T8,” “Vimy, 1917,” "Scarpe, 1917,” “Oppy,”
"Pilckem,” “Langemarck, 1917,” “Menin Road,” "Polygon Wood,” “Broodseinde,” “Passchendaele,” “Cambrai, 1917, T8” 
“St. Quentin,” “Rosieres,” “Avre,” Villers Bretonneux,” “Lys,” “Hazebrouck,” “Kemmel,” “Amiens,” “Bapaume, 1918,” 
“Hindenburg Line,” “Epehy,” “Canal du Nord,” “St. Quentin Canal,” "Courtrai,” “Selle,” “Sambre,”
“France and Flanders, 1914-18,” “Italy, 1917, T8,” “Suvla,” "Landing at Suvla,” “Scimitar Hill,” “Gallipoli, 1915,”
“Rumani,” "Egypt, 1915-16,” “Gaza,” “El Mughar,” “Jerusalem,” “Jericho,” “Tell ’Asur,” "Palestine, 1917, T8"

“Defence of Kut A1 Amara,” “Sharqat,” “Mesopotamia, 1915-18.”

£6itorial
RE-UNION.

A notice concerning the 8th Annual Re-union will 
be found on page 136.

It is proposed to compile a list of Foreign Orders 
and Decorations conferred upon past and present 
members of the Regiment during the period 1939-46. 
Anyone who has received notification of a foreign 
award is requested to send particulars to the Editor of 
the “Queen’s Own Gazette.’’

We congratulate the following on having the honour 
to be awarded distinctions: —

O.B.E.—Major-General R. A. Riddell, O.B.E.
O.B.E.— Major P. R. Goddin.
O.B.E.—Lt.-Colonel R. C. W. Thomas.
M.C.—Captain B. Grainger.
M.C.—Lieut. R. H. D. Allen.
M.M.—Pte. R. D. Banks.
M.M.—Pte. A. Reynolds.
Efficiency Decoration.—Capt. A. H. Taylor, M.C.

We are pleased to have received visits during the 
month from : —

Colonel W. J. Gaskin, I.A.O.C. (who served with 
the 1st Battalion in India), is home on leave from India. 

Major S. E. Brooks,

We deeply regret to report the death of Lt.-Colonel 
the Right Hon. Sir Arthur Sacville Trevor Grilfith- 
Eoscowan, P.C. An obituary notice by Colonel C. F. 
Hitchins, D.S.O., is published elsewhere in this issue.

And also of C.S.M. Hake, late of the .1st Battalion, 
an obituary notice will be found in this issue.

We have received the following addresses and present 
appointments in answer to the Editorial appeal in the 
December issue: —

Major D. H. Gwilliam—Bde.-Major 10 If. Bde., same 
Div. as 1st Bn. Address, 10 If. Bde, British Forces in 
Greece.

Colonel H. G. Jennings Bramly, Chief of Allied 
Liaison and ProtocoTSection, Berlin.

Major R. Butler, M.B.E., M.C.—D.A.A.G., A.G.l (b), 
The War Office, Hobart House, Victoria, SVv.l.

The Editor acknowledges with thanks receipt of the 
following Journals: —

The Sapper.
The R.A.O.C. Journal.
The Globe and Laurel.
St. George’s Gazette.
The R.A.S.C. Journal.
Subscription rates: —

Officers 9/- per annum, post free;
Other Ranks 5/- per annum, post free; 
Single Copies 5d., post free,
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TH E  8™ ANNUAL RE-UNION

Will take place on Sunday, 28th of July, 1946, 
at The Barracks, Maidstone. Briefly the procedure 
will be:—

1. Form up on Barrack Square at 11.40 a.m.
2. Inspection of Parade by the Colonel of the 

Regiment," General Sir Charles Bonham- 
Carter, G.C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O., at 11.50 a.m.

3. March off at 12.05 p.m., headed by 1st 
Battalion Band.

4. Church Service in All Saint’s Church at 
12.30 p.m. The Mayor and Corporation of 
Maidstone are attending.

5. March to Brenchley Gardens, lay Wreaths 
on Cenotaph.

6. Return to Barracks, where the Colonel of 
the Regiment will take the Salute.

Ladies are invited to attend, but owing to 
limited accommodation, this invitation must be 
limited to wives and widows of those who have, 
or who are, still serving in the Regiment.

Side shows which have been kindly arranged 
by the Maidstone Branch, will be run during the 
afternoon, on the Back Field.

The Band of the 1st Battalion The Queen’s 
Own Royal West Kent Regiment will play selec
tions during the afternoon.

MEALS
LUNCH.—Provided notice is given to the Hon. 

Secretary by Wednesday, 24th of July, 1946, a 
luncheon meal can be supplied, made up in a paper 
bag, comprising Salad, Cold Meat and Ham, 
Potatoes, Bread and Butter. A ticket will be for
warded on application, and a luncheon bag will be 
supplied on payment of 1/6 against the surrender 
of the ticket.

It is deeply regretted that BEER will NOT be 
available. Cordials and Tea will, however, be on 
sale.

TEA.—A meal consisting of a cup of Tea, 
Bread and Butter, Buns and Cakes, will be on sale 
for roughly 1/-.

-------- + -------- -

TENT CLUE

Members of the Tent Club are particularly 
requested to notify the Hon. Secretary if they 
propose to attend the tent during the Maidstone 
Cricket Week, stating numbers and dates.

This is very necessary, in view of the catering 
difficulties.

THE KING’S VISIT TO THE 
UNION JACK CLUB

When the King visited the Union Jack Club on May 30th 
he was conducted on a tour of the main rooms by the 
President Sir Sydney Clive, and the Comptroller, Mr. J. R. 
Hayward. They were accompanied by some of the service 
chiefs who were the guests of the club, including Admiral 
of the Fleet, Lord Cunningham of Hyndhope; Admiral Sir 
Arthur Power, First Sea Lord; General Sir Charles Loyd. 
General Officer Commanding London District; Marshal of the 
Royal Air Force Lord Tedder, Chief of the Air Staff; Lieut.- 
General R. A. Dallas Brooks, Commandant General, Royal 
Marines; Air Marshal Sir Wiliam F. Dickson, Vice-Chief of 
the Air Staff; and Lieut.-General Sir Daril Watson, Quarter
master-General. In the lounge where there are tablets com
memorating the laying of the foundation stone of the building 
by King George V. in 1904, when Prince of Wales, and its 
opening in 1907 by King Edward VII. who was accompanied 
by Queen Alexandra, the King sat with the service chiefs, 
officers of the club, and representative members for a photo
graph. The King also signed the visitors’ book.

In the dining room the King spent a few moments talking 
to the chef, Mr. Coplestone, and in the billiards room the 
servicemen continued their play with His Majesty an inter
ested spectator. The veteran comedian George Robey, an old 
friend of the club, who had brought a number of artists 
to give an entertainment later in the day, was cordially 
greeted by the King who laughed heartily at one of George’s 
little stories.

The annual meeting of the club had been held earlier 
in the day, when the President announced that £95,000 
had been raised towards the appeal for £250,000 for extending* 
and modernising the club. At a luncheon which followed 
the meeting Air Marshal Sir William Dickson presented a 
cheque for a further £5,000 from the Royal Air Force Central 
Fund, a gift which carried the total received to just over 
£ 100.000.

A considerable part of this amount has been contributed 
by establishments, ships, regiments and other units of the 
Services. The freehold premises of the old Waterloo Chapel 
within 100 yards of the existing club buildings have been 
secured, and as previously announced a site immediately 
adjoining the Union Jack Hostel, which provides popular 
married quarters has been purchased. Apart from these 
schemes, as Sir Sydney pointed out, there is a formidable 
task ahead in re-establishing the existing buildings which 
were more seriously damaged during the raids than is generally known.

During 1945 the Club broke all records—339,325 beds and 
817,600 meals. Since the beginning of the war the number of 
beds provided is nearing the second million and the meals 
exceed four millions. The club charges are the same as they 
were for many years prior to the war.

June, 1946.
-------+-------

SUBSCR IPTIONS

C. S. Hawes. 5 0 H. J. G. Woolnough. 5 0R.S.M. P. Byrne. 5 0 Capt. J. L. H. Slade. 9 0
G. D. Barclay. 5 0 G. White. 5 0L. Rump (Bal.) 2 (j Maidstone Branch. 5 0
J. Haywhrd. 5 0 Capt. W. Kershaw 9 0R. McKay. 5 0 A. W. King. 5 0
M. W. Kadnull. 5 0 J. Smith. 5 0R. D. V. Bellingham. 5 0 I L. Thorne. 5 0J. G. Paris. 5 0 • W. B. Williams (JulyR. I. Jenkins. 5 0 and August.) 1 0
R. Billinghurst. 5 0 R. E. Wallis, 5 0Major C. A. M. J. J. Shaw. 5 0

Moody (3 years.) 1 7 0 E. Lie. 5 0D. H. Cash 2 6 C. A. Gasson. 5 0Major E. Goodman R. Clifton. 5 0
(18 months.) 14 6 W. Cotton. 5 0

P. W. IValker. 5 0 Bromley Branch (Mar.,W. Emmerson. 5 0 Apl., May, June.) 1 0 0H. L. Scarles. 5 0 2nd Bn. (May andJ. M. Brown. 5 0 June.) 6 0 0D. Widdo-ws. 5 0 A. S. Gay. 5 0J. M. Weannouth. 5 0 Capt. A. S. Budd. 9 0W. C. Todd. 5 C ,
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WAR MEMORIAL FUND.
As Colonel of The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment I am 

making an appeal to the members and friends of the Regiment and 
People of Kent for contributions to The Queen’s Own War Memorial 
Fund.

It is desired to raise a 1939-45 War Memorial Fund to 
commemorate those members of the Regiment who gave their lives for 
their country.

The Fund will be applied:
1. To record on the Regimental Cenotaph in Maidstone the number 

of all ranks who have fallen in this war.
2 . To inscribe in a book, to be kept in All Saints’ Church, 

Maidstone; the names of all who have lost their lives.
3. To compile a history of the Regiment during the war of 1939- 

1945.
Any balance remaining will be used for the benefit of Past and 

Present members of the Regiment and their families in such ways as 
will be practical and useful.

During the War many relatives of all ranks serving in the 
Regiment, and a large number of generous people in Kent, who took 
a kindly interest in The Regiment, sent donations to the Funds, 
which were administered at the Depot at Maidstone for comforts for 
our men and prisoners of war.

May I once more appeal to these kind friends to give as 
generously as they are able to this Fund, which will commemorate 
those relatives and comrades, who gave their lives for their 
country and for us.

Contributions to the Fund should be sent to the Hon.
Treasurer, R.W.K. War Memorial Fund, The Barracks, Maidstone,
Kent.

Colonel The Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
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LETTERS TO  THE EDITOR

No. 177 P.O.W. Camp,
Warth Mill,

Bury, Lancs.
\  26-6-46.

To the Editor, The Queen's Own Gazette.
Dear Sir,

While asking you to note my charge of address, may I also 
express my thanks for the prompt delivery each month of The 
Queen’s Own Gazette.

I always look forward to the next edition after having 
“devoured” almost every word of the current, issue. After 
serving so many years with the 2nd Bn., I miss the grand 
“Invicta” spirit that always prevailed under all conditions in 
the 2nd Bn., and I’ve no doubt prevailed too, in all the other 
Bns.

I notice that the “old regulars” of Woking, Guernsey, 
Aldershot, Shorncliffe, Palestine and Malta days (not forgetting 
Samos and Leros) are fairly well distributed among the other 
Bns., I feel sure that they are ail entered on the assets side 
of the balance sheet, especially the “famous Henry” B.

If I could beg a little of your valuable space In The Queen’s 
Own Gazette, I would very much like to convey my respects 
and very best wishes to all officers with whom I made contact 
whilst serving in the 2nd Bn.,. many of whom I recognise in 
the photograph of the regimental dinner, to mention a few— 
Col. R. O. Pulverman, O.B.E., Lt.-Col. Pry, M.C., Major Bredon, 
Robert Butler, Bobbie Flint, lit.-Col. Sharpin, Col. Palmer, 
Major Allfrey, etc., and also to the .many O.R.’s with whom 
I had the pleasure to serve and to command, whether it’s to 
be in civvy street or “soldier on,' good luck to all members of 
“The Queen s Own.” Yours sincerely,

A. E. JODE, Capt.
(Capt. A. E. Jode, M.C.).

3 Br. Inf. Dfv, Officers’ Association,
3, Lincolns Inn Fields, 

London, W.C.2.
To the Honorary Secretary,
Dear Sir,

You may not have heard that a 3rd British Infantry 
Divisional Officers’ Association has been formed, which is open 
to all Officers who served in the ^Division between September, 
1939 and VJ Day, 1945.

It is hoped that a large number of Officers will join 
the Association and to this end l  am writing to enlist your aid. 
I hope you will help by giving the Association publicity 
through your Old Comrades’ Association and pass on the follow
ing information:—

1— The Life Membership and Registration Fee is 10s.
2— The above sum, together with the proposer’s name and 

address should be sent to The Hon. Treasurer, 3rd 
British Infantry Divisional Officers’ Association, 3, Lin
colns Inn Fields, London, W.C.2.

In return for this sum, the Member will receive, periodi
cally, News Sheets, giving any permissible news as to the 
activities of the Division; a list of Members’ addresses will be 
circularised from time to time and the Member will also be 
advised of the date , of the Annual Dinner, the first of which 
functions is to take place in London on September 28th, 1946. 
Tickets for this year’s Dinner, costing £1, can be obtained upon 
application to the Hon. Secretary, at the above address.

It is hoped, in time, to increase the activities of the Asso
ciation, but this will take some time to organise and depends 
to a large extent, on the number of members. I shall be glad, 
therefore, if you will be kind enough to assist by bringing 
the above information to the attention of as many potential 
members as possible. Yours sincerely,

T. J. KILSHAW, 
Honorary Secretary.

49, Courtenay Road 
Maidstone.

25-6-46.
To the Editor, The Queen’s Own Gazette.
Dear Sir,

I was very interested on reading the letter from “Hoppo” 
Bass, regarding the football career of the 2nd Bn.

I knew several of them, Pepper, old and young McGregor, 
Mick Spooner, Ben Sharp and "Dan” Pedley.

I was a member of the Depot team in 1904-5, “old” Mac 
was in the same team. I believe this was his last season. Also 
in the team were Joe Bass, Gus Neighbour, Tom Connor and 
Wally Jarrad, Joe Wright and two sergeants of the Pay Corps amongst others.

I expect “Hoppo” remembers some o f the grounds we 
played on, Burham, Eccles, Aylesford and Tovil. At Eccles, if 
we won, we were pelted out of the village by the women and 
children.

I should like to mention that the 2nd Bn. carried on the 
good work, winning various trophies in Ceylon, Honk-Kong 
and Singapore.

“Dan” Pedley (Brig-Gen. in Mesopotamia) was in charge 
of the team in those far-off days. 1 was a member of the Bn. 
team for four years and in Hong-Kong we won the Soldiers’ 
Club Shield,‘competed for by K.A., the Bn. and ships of the 
China Squadron.

In Singapore the cup was won twice and the league once. 
The teams played were Civilian and R.A. The team included 
such well-known men as Nurgy Thompson, Teddy Mills, Brewer 
Dudman, Drunny Sayer, Freeman, Charlie Kemp and Lambo.

The team did not do much in India as most of the mem
bers had left the service.

By the way, is the Lt.-Col. W. Wilberforce, present at the 
Regimental Dinner, the 2nd Lt. of the same name, who was 
“centre-forward” in Singapore.

Yours faithfully,
CHARLIE STRINGER (Gnat).

District Police H.Q 
Haifa,

Palestine.
26-4-46.

To the Editor, The Queen’s Own Gazette.
Dear Sir,

Your kindness in publishing my letter in the Gazette bore 
fruit. I have received several letters from former contem- 
porles of the 2nd. Bn. and they certainly are good reading. 
First from Capt. Thatcher and then from Capt. Hallett; sig
nallers certainly stick together. Capt. Thacher is with No. 6 
Civil Re-settlement i Unit, New Washington, nr. Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, Capt. Hallett is with 13th Inf. Holding Bn., Gravesend. 
I immediately wrote to both and trust that we shall be able 
to maintain contact from now on.

Thank you for the Gazette forwarded, subscriptions for 
same will be forwarded in the near future. At the moment 
our mail is being forwarded through the A.P.O., as we are 
in the middle of a strike involving the civil service posts and 
telegraphs, railways and Heavens know who else. This country 
is still the same as many may remember who served here in 
1936-1939. We are having our little wars all over again, but 
the opposition are now considerably strengthened in the matter 
of weapons, etc. Such a pity when one considers the beauty 
and history of this land.

The barracks formerly occupied by the 2nd Bn., is now 
a Transit Camp for those being demobbed and leaving on leave, 
etc.; not so smart today. I remember well the day when Major 
Coe stopped our police car going through the camp, throwing 
up the dust and my jumping from the back hearing that 
parade voice, and that after nine years, he recognised me first 
and remarked, “You at least ‘Simpson,’ should have more res
pect for the tidy flower beds ana roads under the care of The 
Queen’s Own.” What a man for remembering a face and name. 
All for now and with kindest regards to all of the Regiment.

Yours,
GEOFFREY SIMPSON.

Sanatorium House,
Dover College,

Dover, Kent.
To the Editor, The Queen’s Own Gazette.
Dear Sir,

Perhaps some old friends of my husband’s, of the 1st and 
2nd, would like to know that he, “Zulu,” won the high jump 
in India at 38, against younger men, 6 months before he was 
killed.

Yours truly,
PHYLLIS INWARQ.
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Promotions and Appointments
EXTRACT FROM LONDON GAZETTE.

PROMOTIONS.
2nd Lt. (War Subs. Lt.) Kenneth Malcolm Hunting (177821) 

from Emerg. Commn. to be Lt., 1st June, 1946, with 
seniority, 10th Jan., 1944.

War Subs. Lt. D. P. I. Campbell (339562) from Gren. G’ds., to 
be War Subs. Lt., 12th June, 1946, retaining his present 
seniority.

The notifications regarding 2nd Lt. (War Subs. Lt.) Anthony 
William Franklin (350207) in Gazette (Supplement) dated 
22nd Jan., 1946, and 26th Feb., 1946, are cancelled.

2nd Lt. (War Subs. Capt.) Anthony William Franklin (350207) 
from Emerg. Commn., Ind. Army, to be Lt., 23rd Jan., 1946, 
with seniority, 4th Jan., 1945.
The undermentioned to be Colonel:—

War Subs. Lt.-Colonel (actg. Maj.-Gen.) W. P. Oliver, O.B.E. 
(18260), 6th Feb., 1946, with seniority, 1st Feb., 1946.

COMMISSIONS.
EXTRACTS FROM LONDON GAZETTE.

The undermentioned cadets to be 2nd Lts.:—
14880114 Frank Duidley Farrow (368272), 24th Mar., 1946. 
14483081 Colin Cameron Davey (365123), 27th Apr., 1946. 
6109352 Kenneth Ernest Bantock (365599), 3rd May, 1946. 

14964988 Ronald John Hogben (365632), 3rd May, 1946. 
14462176 Anthony Saunders (365730), 3rd May, 1946.
6101284 John Alfred Frank Vinson (365739), 3rd May, 1946. 
14482664 John Ian Mutch (365516), 4th May, 1946.
14482082 James Henry Nottage (365517), 4th May, 1946. 
14460116 Kenneth Davies (365532), 4th May, 1946.

PROMOTIONS.
EXTRACTS FROM WAR OFFICE ORDERS.

The undermentioned Maj. is re-granted T/Lt.-Col.:—
A. R. Fyler (52508), 1st June, 1945 (B.A.O.R,).

(Extract from W.O. Order No. 22, dated 30/5/46).
The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (T/Capt.) (A/Maj.) to be 

T/Maj. and W.S./Capt. (B.A.O.R.):—
D. C. McNeil (158664), 16th Feb., 1946.

(Extract from W.O. Order No. 22, dated 30/5/46).
The undermentioned Lt. (A/Capt.) to be T/Capt.:—

E. F. Brand (107075), 21st May, 1946
(Extract from W.O. Order No. 22, dated 30/5/46).

The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (A/Capt.) to be T/Capt. 
(B.A.O.R.):—

I. De La M. Kennedy (124172), 19th Feb., 1946.
(Extract from W.O. Order No. 22, dated 30/5/46).

The undermentioned W.S./Lt. is re-granted T/Capt.:—
A W. Chase (284545), 27th Oct., 1945

(Extract from W.O. Order No. 22, dated 30/5/46).
The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (T/Capt.) (A/Maj.) to be 

T/Maj. and W.S./Capt:—
S. F. M. Glynn (174431), 1st Mar., 1946

(Extract from W.O. Order No. 23, dated 6/6/46).
The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (A/Capt.) to be T/Capt.:— 

K G. de Turberville (292362), 9th May, 1946
(Extract from W.O. Order No. 23, dated 6/6/46).

The undermentioned 2nd Lt. to be W.S./Lt.:—
J W. Dinsdale (364373), 16th Mar., 1946

(Extract from W.O. Order No. 23, dated 6/6/46).
The undermentioned Maj. (A/Lt.-Col.) to be T/Lt.-Col. 

(B.A.O.R.):—
C. W. Clout (88832), 15th Apr., 1946

(Extract from W.O. Order No. 23, dated 6/6/46).
The undermentioned W.S./Lt. is re-granted T/Capt.:—

D G. McNeill (158664), 31st Mar., 1945
(Extract from W.O. Order No. 24, dated 13/6/46). 

The undermentioned 2nd Lts. to be W.S./Lts.:—
W. G. Allen (362362), 2nd June, 1946
A. D. Bremner (362887), 2nd June, 1946
K. C. Burden (362841), 2nd June, 1946
F. W. Ingles (362822), 2nd June, 1946
R. N. Rayher (362935), 2nd June, 1946
S. F. A. Wilson (362888), 2nd June, 1946

(Extract from W.O. Order No. 24, dated 13/6/46). 
The undermentioned has been granted T/rank in M.E. 

Orders:—
W.S./Lt. (T/Capt.) (A/Maj.) to be T/Maj. and 

W.S./Capt.:—

A. C. Aylward-Marchant (182353), 22nd Dec., 1945
(Extract from W.O. Order No. 24, dated 13/6/46). 

The notifications regarding the undermentioned in W.O. 
Orders (1945) are cancelled:—

No. 29: W.S./Lt. (A/Capt.) D. G. McNeill (158664)
(Extract from W.O. Order No. 24, dated 13/6/46). 

The undermentioned Capt. (A/Maj.) to be T/Maj.:—
M. G. M. Archer (73162), 11th June, 1946 (B.A.O.R.)

(Extract from W.O. Order No. 25,-datfed 20/6/46). 
The undermentioned W.S./Lts, (T/Capts.) (A/Majs.) to be 

T/Majs. and W.S./Capts. (B.A.O.R.)":—
0. A. L. Clark (186227), 23rd Mar., 1946
1. De La M. Kennedy (124172), 1st May, 1946
S. H. Mills (289671), 2nd June, 1946

(Extract from W.O. Order No. 25, dated 2(1/6/46). 
The undermentioned W.S./Lts. (A/Capts.) to be T/Capts.:

J. H. Moore (336488), 9th Aug., 1945
G. W. Dwan (314167), 25th Feb., 1946
J. Clavert (326069), 14th Apr., 1946

(Extract from W.O. Order, No. 25, dated 20/6/46). 
The undermentioned 2nd Lts. to be W.S./Lts. :—

D. C. Padbury (357821), 17th May, 1946
B. A. Chaplin (362399), 18th May, 1946

(Extract from W.O. Order No. 25, dated 20/6/46). . 
The undermentioned W.S./Capt. (T/Maj.) (A/Lt.-Col.) to 

be T/Lt.-Col. and W.S./Maj.:—
F. K. Theobold (52188), 8th Oct., 1945

(Extract from W.O. Order No. 25, dated 20/6/46). 
The undermentioned W.S./Lts. (T/Capts.) (A/Majs.) to be 

- T/Majs. and W.S./Capts.:— -
H. Hawkes (267619), 23rd May, 1946
J. A. Maling, M.C. (164818), 19th June, 1946

(Extract from W.O. Order No. 26, dated 27/6/46). 
The undermentioned W.S./Lt., A/Capt., to. be T/Capt.:—

H. H. J. Bishop-Williams (204399), 19th Oct., 1944
(Extract from W.O. Order No. .26, dated 27/6/46). 

The undermentioned Lt. (Qr.-Mr.) to be W.S./Capt. (Qr.- 
Mr.):—

C. L. Carey (291308), 21st June, 1946(Extract from W.O. Order No. 26, dated 27/6/46). 
The undermentioned 2nd Lts. to be W.S./Lts.:—

I. S. Gordon-Brown (360190), 30th May, 1946
R. E. Larkin (360132), 30th May, 1946 a;- .
E. A. P. Stevens (360180), 30th MSy, 1946 '? '
C. A. F. Tully (360086), 1st June, 1946
R. A. Ayler (360435), 22nd June" 1946
E. J. W. Gibson (360530), 22nd June, 1946

(Extract from W.O. Order No. 26, dated 27/6/46). 
The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (T/Capt.) (A/Maj.) to be 

T/Maj. and W.S./Capt.:—
H. H. J. Bishop-Williams (204399), 1st Aug., 1945(Extract from W.O. Order No. 26, dated 27/6/46).

EXTRACTS FROM WAR OFFICE ORDERS.
RELINQUISHMENTS.

The undermentioned W.S./Maj. (T/Lt.-Col.) relinquishes 
T/Lt.-Col.:—A. R. Fyler (52508), 30th June, 1945 (B.A.O.R.)(Extract from W.O. Order No. 22, dated 30/5/46). 

The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (T/Capt.) relinquishes 
T/Capt.) :—

J. A. Davies (264654), 10th Jan., 1946(Extract from W.O. Order No. 22, dated 30/5/46). 
The undermentioned W.S./Capts. (T/Majs.) relinquish 

T/Maj.:—T. P. Armitage (149866), 9th Feb., 1946 
E. R. C. Mathews (197303), 9th Mar., 1946(Extract from W.O. Order No. 23, dated 6/6/46).

The undermentioned W.S./Lts. (T/Capts.) relinquish 
T/Capt.:—R. F. Reinholdt (292754), 17th May, 1945J. D. James (41693), 3rd Aug., 1945. (Substituted for notifica

tion in W.O. Orders No. 13, 1946.)
(Extract from W.O. Order No. 23, dated 6/6/46).

The undermentioned Capt. (T/Maj.) relinquishes T/Maj.: 
E. G. F. Brown (79600), 29th July, 1945(Extract from W.O. Order No. 23, dated 6/6/46).

The undermentioned W.S./Lts. (T/Caj>ts.) relinquish 
T/Capts.:—■

D. G. Harris (315941), 18th Dec., 1945 
J. H. Moore (335488), 28th Dec., 1945(Extract from W.O. Order No. 25, dated 20/6/46).

EXTRACTS FROM ARMY ORDERS.
Middle East Staff College, Haifa.—Awards of “S.C.” Certificate: 

T/Maj. D. H. Gwilliam.
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OBITUARY

LT.-COL. THE RT. HON. SIR ARTHUR SACKVILLE 
TREVOR GRIFFITH.BOSCAWEN, P.C

Arthur Boscawen, as he was known to his many friends, 
had what may bo termed two main activities in his lite, 
political and military.

On the po.'itical side to lead up to this, he was educated at 
Rugby, a contemporaiy of his there being Austen Chamberlain. 
He then went on to Queen’s College, Oxford, where he took a 
first class in Classical Moderations and a second class in the 
final School of Modern History.

He was elected President of the Oxford Union in 1888. He 
was Conservative by birth and upbringing and by strong con
viction. He entered the House oi Commons In 1892 at the age 
of 27, being Conservative Member for the Tonbridge Division 
of Kent and sat for that Constituency for some fourteen years.

His future in political life seemed to be assured when in 
1895 he became Parliamentary Secretary to the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, a position he held for some five years. Un
fortunately for him he lost his seat for Tonbridge at the 
General Election of 1906, but later he was elected M.P. for 
Dudley, and held that seat throughout the 1914-1918 war.

In 1921 he accepted the office of Minister of Agriculture 
and Fisheries after having been since 1919, Parliamentary Sec
retary to that Board. Later he held the office of Minister of 
Health, and lastly Parliamentary Secretary to the Board of 
Pensions, 1916 to 1919, but in 1923 he resigned from his Parlia
mentary work and did not enter politics again. In all this work 
he proved himself a capable and popular Minister and there 
was a general regret when he leit politics.

Besides his political work, Arthur Boscawen served as 
Chairman of the Welsh Church Commission and for a long 
period as Chairman of tne Denbighshire Quarter Sessions, 
Chairman of the Royal Commission on Transport, which sat 
from 1928 to 1931, where he did great work, and furnished a 
variety of recommendations and reports, notable of which were 
those on “Service and Rates’’ and on the “Square Deal" propo
sals of the Railway Companies. The setting up of the Transport

Advisory Council with the duty of advising the Minister of 
Transport in regard to means and facilities for Transport and 
their co-ordination, Improvement and development, all of 
which the Government of the day was preparing to implement when war broke out.

From 1910 to 1913 he was a Member of the London County 
Council, Ue became a Parliamentary Charity Commissioner, 
Honorary Treasurer of the Church Army, a Trustee of the 
Wliiteley Homes, and a Member of the Church Assembly.

He was one of the earliest motorists and the writer can 
remember him driving a Serpouet Steam Car, which he brought over from France in about 1903.

He received his Knighthood In 1911 and was made a Mem
ber of His Majesty’s Privy Council In 1920.

On the military side following the family tradition, Arthur 
Boscawen took a keen Interest m military affairs generally, He 
joined the 3rd Bn. (then Militia) from the 1st Volunteer Bn. 
Royal West Kent as a captain, on the 22nd July, 1896. He 
served with the 3rd Bn. in Malta, from 1899 to 1900, when he 
was recalled to attend to Parliamentary duties, and did not 
rejoin the Bn. until its return from overseas service at the end 
of the South African War.

The Kent Militia which has a very ancient history and 
since Its embodiment during the Seven Years War, 1759 to 
1762, has been emoodled seven times, covering some 30 odd 
years, was by Act of Parliament connected with the re-organi- 
sation of the Armed Forces in 1908, renamed Special Reserve, 
taking on active service overseas and other obligations which 
brought them into much closer association with the two Line 
Bns. of the Regiment.

In connection with this transfer, Arthur Boscawen, then a 
Major, took a leading part.

When on August 19th, 1913, at Shorncliffe, new Colours were 
presented to the Regiment by the Marchioness Camden, wife 
of the Lord Lieutenant of Kent, Arthur Boscawen, who had' 
shortly before been piomoted to Lt.-Colonel, was in command, 
handled this impressive ceremony perfectly and at its conclu
sion presided at lunch in the Mess, at which were many dis
tinguished guests.

A letter as under was read from H.R.H. the Duke of Con
naught and Strathearn.

, H.M. Yacht Alexandria, 
Rotterdam.

August 12th, 1913.Dear Col. Boscawen,
I write to ask you to express, in my name, to the 3rd Royal 

West Kent Regt. my very best wishes on the occasion of their 
being presented with new colours by Lady Camden.

I have now been for so many years connected with the 
Regiment as their Honorary Colonel, that I naturally take a 
continual interest in their welfare and efficiency.

May these new colours, representing, as they do. their 
Sovereign anci their country, be a new incentive to all ranks 
to do their duty, and to maintain the great traditions of the 
distinguished Regiment, to whicn they ought to be so proud 
to belong.

Sending you and all ranks my warmest greeting,
Believe me.

Yours sincerely,
ARTHUR F.M.,

Hon. Col., 3rd Royal West Kent Regt.
An old friend of the Bn., Lt.-Gen. Sir J. M. Grierson, 

Eastern Command, represented the Army Council.
It was altogether a notable occasion.
The clouds of war were gathering. In July, 1914. the Bn. 

went to Shorncliffe for its annual training. It had only been 
there a few days, when what was known as the precautionary 
period was ordered, and the Bn. moved at once to take over 
guard duties at the Great Naval Magazines at Lodge Hill and 
Clrattenden, near the ancient fortress, Upnor Castle, facing the 
River Medway. A double company was detached for duties at 
Gravesend; these duties comprised of the supply of armed 
boarding parties, in support of the Customs and Port Officials, 
all incoming ships being ordered to anchor off Gravesend for 
Inspection. This went on day or night and this company had 
many exciting adventures. Later these duties were taken over 
by the Territorial Army, which had mobilised and the Bn. moved 
to their final destination, Fort Darland, nr. Chatham, where they 
remained throughout the war, training recruits and supplying 
drafts principally to the 1st Bn. of the Regiment, who had 
mobilised at Dublin, where tney were stationed and brought 
up to strength by five of tne 3rd Bn. officers and Army 
Reservists.The 1st Bn., commanded by Col. A. Martyn, who was 
adjutant of the 3rd Bn., 1901 to 1904, moved to France on 
August 13th, 1914. and it was not long before they were in 
action and calling for drafts of officers and men,
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Throughout this trying time, Arthur Boscawen did not 

spare himself, and it was greatly due to, shall I say his long 
knowledge and experience of affairs, which enabled him to 
direct matters so that everything worked smoothly and 
efficiently.

About 1915, Arthur Boscawen handed over command of the 
3rd Bn. and went to France in command of a Bn. of the Hamp
shire Regt. and was mentioned in despatches. In 1918, he was 
ordered home to take up the appointment of Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Board of Pensions, as already mentioned. This 
ended his military career.

It suffices to say he was a man not only with great 
capacity, but with the highest sense of duty in whatever sphere 
of activity he found himself, loyal to all those around him 
and a happy companion. Many will miss him.

C.F.H., 
June 12tlr, 1946.

| We are able to reproduce the above photo through the 
courtesy of the Editor. Modern Transport. |

LATE C.S.M. WILLIAM HAKE, THE OUEEN’S OWN ROYAL 
WEST KENT REGT

Enlisted at Woolwich, 1901, served with the 1st Bn. at 
Malta, Dover, Borden Camp and Dublin.

Promoted corporal 1904, sergeant 1908, colour sergeant 1914, 
company sergeant major 1917.

Embarked at Dublin in August, 1914 for France and took 
part in the retirement from Mons. Invalided home from Ypres 
in October, 1914. Rejoined 1st Bn. in France in 1917 and was 
again invalided home after a short period in the trenches.

Continued to serve in tne Barracks. Maidstone, until dis
charged to pension in 1922 with the rank of C.S.M.

Was employed for many years as clerk at the Income Tax 
offices in Earl Street and Pudding Lane, Maidstone.

Retired owing to ill-health m 1944.
The funeral took place at Maidstone Cemetery on 22nd 

June, 1946. Mr. C. T. Stringer attended to represent the Past 
and Present Association and the following relatives were pre
sent: Miss M. Hake, Mrs. T. Wakeman, Mr. and Mrs. H. Culver 
(sisters and brother-in-law), Mrs. B. Reeve (cousin), Mrs. R. 
Hake (daughter-in-law), Mrs. Milgate, Mrs. Spicer, Mrs. F. 
Batchelor, Mrs. E. Seal and Mrs. Durnell (friends).

Send for 
Illustrated List.

OfkU
CAMBRIDGE CIRCUS 
L ON D ON  W.C.2
Telephone : TEMple Bar I8I4J (7 lines)

ALDERSHOT CAMBERLEY NEWARK OXFORD

WAR GRATUITIES
MAIN PROVISIONS.

Officers.
The rates of gratuity admissible according to rank for each

completed month of reckonable service will be as follows —
s. d. s. d.2/Lieut. .. 25 0 Brigadier 55 0Lieut. .. 30 0 Major-General 60 0Captain . . 35 0 Lieut-General 65 0Major . . 40 0 General 70 0Lt-Colonel . . 45 0 Field-Marshal 75 0Colonel . . 50 0

Service reckonable for gratuity must have been rendered 
within a period beginning on 3rd September, 1939, and ending 
on 15th August, 1946,

The gratuity will be assessed upon the substantive or war- 
substantive rank held by an officer on his ceasing to be 
employed, or, if more favourable, upon the highest paid rank 
held during the war for a period or for periods amounting 
to six months in all. Service in any higher paid rank will 
reckon towards the six months’ qualiylng period in a lower rank.

Gratuities granted to officers released in Class “A” or Class 
“B,” or to officers whose notice leave began on or after 8tli 
May, 1945, will be payable 57 days after the beginning of their 
release leave or notice leave. Officers granted indefinite 
release on compassionate grounds, on or after 8th May, 1945, 
will be granted the gratuity as soon as practicable after their 
release.

The gratuity will be credited by the Officer l/.c Army Pay 
Office (Officers’ Accounts), Manchester, to a personal account 
of the officer in the Post Office Savings Bank, unless other
wise ordered by the Army Council.

Other Ranks.
The rates of gratuity admissible according to rank for

each completed month of reckonable service will be asfollows:—
s. d. s. d.Boy 5 0 Staff-Sergt. .. . . 16 0

Pte. and L/CpI. . . 10 0 W.O. Class III. .. 16 0Cpl. and L/Sgt. . . 12 0 W.O. Class II. . . 18 0
Sergt. .. . . 14 0 W.O, Class I. .. 20 0

Soldiers with less than six months' reckonable service will 
not be eligible for gratuity.

Service reckonable for gratuity must have been rendered 
within a period beginning on 3rd September, 1939, and end
ing on 15th August, 1946.

The gratuity will be assessed upon the substantive or war- 
substantive rank held by the soldier at the rate of termin
ation of his reckonable service or, if more beneficial, upon 
the highest paid rank or lance appointment held during the 
war for an aggregate period of six months; service in any 
higher paid rank or lance appointment will reckon towards 
the six months’ qualifying period in any lower rank or ap
pointment.

Gratuities awarded to soldiers released in Class “A” or 
Class “B,” or to discharged soldiers whose terminal leave began 
cn or after 8th May, 1945, will be payable 57 days from the be
ginning of their release leave or terminal leave. Soldiers who 
are granted indefinite release on compassionate grounds after 
8tli May, 1945, will be granted the gratuity as soon as prac
ticable after their release.

General.
Gratuities will not be subject to Income Tax.

---------4 ---------

BEACHLEY OLD BOYS’ ASSOCIATION RE-UNION.

A re-unlon of the above Association is being arranged to 
take place qn Saturday and Sunday, 14th and 15th Sept,, 1946, 
at Beachley Camp, Chepstow, Mon. All ex-Boys, whether mem
bers of the Association or not, who wish to attend the re-union 
are asked to notify the Hon. Secretary, B.O.B.A. Beachley 
Camp, Chepstow, Mon., stating whether accommodation will 
be required.
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Honours and Awards
The King has been graciously pleased to give orders foi 

the following promotions in, and appointments to, the Most 
Excellent Order of the British Empire, in recognition of gallant 
and distinguished services in Burma:—- ^. . . fTo be Additional Commander of the Militaiy Division of 

the said Most Excellent Order:—Mai-General (Acting) Ralph Anthony Riddell, O.B.E. (14835b 
To be Additional Officer of the Military Division of the 

said Most Excellent Order:—Lt-Colonel (Acting) Robert Cyril Wolferston Thomas (63722b 
To be additional Member of the Military Division of the 

said Most Excellent Order:—
Maior (temp.) Peter Ralph Goddm (165840).3 In recognition of gallant and distinguished services in

Burma' the m ilitary  cross

CaP^ S d T r S S i ' “ ^ L  and distinguished 
services in the field:—

" ^ ^ ^ " ^ e r m e n t i S 17̂  ^ s C m o u s ly  been granted 
King’s Commendations for brave conduct.

6387^ r " f o g n f t i o ;Go r Seallant and distinguished services in
the held. MILITARY CROSS

the field:—
THE MILITARY MEDAL 

6451872 Pte. Ronald Douglas Banks.
6343216 Pte. Arthur Reynolds.

EFFICIENCY DECORATION 
Capt. (Hon. Maj.) A. II. Taylor, M.C. (53528).

FOREIGN DECORATIONS CONFERRED BY:—
(a) The President of the United States of America:—

LEGION OF MERIT
Degree of Corrinriciriclei. /'■'■rttAir Vice-Marshal W. P. MacNeece Foster, C.B., C.B E D.S.O., 

D FC  RA.F.—(London Gazette, 3rd May, 1946).
(b) The ‘ President of the National Government of the

Republic of China :•— „
CLOUD & BANNER DECORATION WITH SPECIAL CRAVAT 

AND DECORATION LO SHU 
Air Vice-Marshal W. F. MacNeece Foster, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., 

D P C., R.A.F.—(Lopdon Gazette, 15th March, 1946).
ERRATA.

THE DISTINGUISHED SERVICE ORDER 
T h e  L o n d o n  G a ze t te ,  24th Janu a ry , 1946 (No 37442)
For Lt.-Colonel (temp.) Geoffrey Grahame Elliott (45207), 

substitute Lt.-Colonel (temp.) Geoffrey Grahame Elliott 
(45027).

TWILIGHT.
Softly fall the shades of evening.Now the night is drawing nigh,
Low black clouds are slowly creeping,

Dark’ning o’er the once bright sky. 
Hushed are meadow stream and forest,

Peace and calm reign over all.
And from the low hill’s misty crest,

I hear the night owls eerie call.
Slow flows the stream by yon dark wood.

Faint undertones declare it’s course,
The very air doth seem to brood,Fearful, lest it’s moving bruise 
That moment of communionTwixt night and day, dark and light, 
Blending in one gray semi-tone,

Heavy with languid delight.
And yet unrest pervades my mind.

Strange longings, rebellion.
Disillusion, nought determined.Why this petulant contention.
When glorious day yields to night,

Dim shadow of it’s blooming 
Lingering still in pallid light,

Yet ever faster waning. T. Murphy (Pte.)

MAJOR C. W. CRADDOCK (left) handing over his post 
as Quartermaster to Capt. Mines. In the centre is 

Capt. B. A. Pond.
100 YEARS’ SERVICE AND 31 MEDALS!
All Three Quartermasters are now at Same Depot

The three quartermasters of The Queen’s Own Royal 
West Kent Regiment, at the Invicta Lines, Maidstone, have 
between them a record of 100 years’ service—during which 
time they have gained 31 medals.

After 40 years with the regiment, Major C. W. Craddock 
is leaving at the end of the month, and his place is being 
taken by Capt. R. C. E. Mines, a comparative “junior” of 
27 years’ experience.

Capt. B. A. Pond is the messing officer, and during his 
33 years in the Army he has won 13 medals.

All three officers are Kent men, and all three have been 
awarded the M.B.E.

Major Craddock whose home is at Bromley, joined the 
regiment in 1906, and went to Singapore with the 2nd Bn. in the following year.

During the Great War he served in Mesopotamia, where 
he was awarded his commission on the field, and later became 
a member of the Army of Occupation in Germany.

During the Irish Rebellion in 1921, Major Craddock was 
stationed in Dublin.

He then served as quartermaster until 1940, when he 
went to France with the B.E.F., where he was mentioned 
in dispatches.

His last move was to Maidstone, where he remained as 
quartermaster to the 13th I.T.C.

Capt. Mines who served in Germany, Ireland and India, 
was commissioned as quartermaster in 1938, with the 1st Bn.

During the war he served with them in France, North 
Africa, Egypt, Italy and Greece, being twice mentioned in 
dispatches.

His home is at Sittingbourne.
Capt. B. A. Pond, a Maidstone man, enlisted in his home 

town in 1913, and served in Dublin during the Irish troubles.
After serving in France during the Great War, Capt. 

Pond went to North Russia with the Red Cross, and in 1919 
was awarded the Order of St. George for his gallantry in 
action at Gorodok.

After service on the Rhine, in Upper Silesia and Ireland, 
he was appointed an instructor at the Royal Military Academy 
in 1923.

In 1938 he went to Palestine, and from 1939 to 1943 
served on the besieged island of Malta, where he gained the 
M.B.E.A keen sportsman, Capt, Pond represented the British 
Army against the Americans as a feather-weight boxer in 
1920.

His father was' a colour sergeant in the regiment.
'He is now on embarkation leave for he is to join the 

1st Bn. in Greece as Quartermaster.
By courtesy of “The Kent Messenger,”
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t News from Battalions :

I St BATTALION
SPORT

May has seen the opening of the cricket season. The 
hockey pitch and surrounding ground has been converted into 
a pitch, a marquee erected, and we have a first class cricket 
ground. Major Peter Harris is Cricket Officer and Captain of 
the Bn, Eleven.

There have been some enjoyable inter-coy. games; “H.Q.” 
Coy. has so far had the best team.

The Bn. Eleven has played the 97 General Hospital Staff, 
Divisional Signals, 2 Royal Northumberland Fusiliers, 23 Field 
Regt. R.A., and 30 Field Regt. R.A. Major Harris, Pte. Buss, 
and Capt. R. A. Burke, M.C., have the best batting averages. 
Bowlers include C/Sgt. Kneller, Pte. “Freda” Saville, Sgt. Levy, 
Cpl. Walker and Cpl. Askew. Pte. Lewis of “S” Coy. should 
be mentioned for his brilliant fielding.

The Bn. has not had the results we had hoped for at 
Soccer. The Team went on tour in 10 Infantry Brigade area, 
in the East of Greece. They played 2D.C.L.I., 1 D.L.I., 2
S.O.M.L.I. and 2 R.F., and lost all the games. Everyone enjoyed 
the trip, however, and the team played very good football and 
in every game gave their opponents more than a run for their 
money.

We have just lost Pte. Fisher, the Bn. gaolkeeper. He will be 
missed from the team, both for his play and his cheerful 
personality. Pte. “Chopper” Sewell has captained the team for 
the past two months. His sportsmanship on the field has 
set an excellent example and he has been a popular and know
ledgeable skipper. New players in the Eleven Include L/Cpl. 
Lloyd, Pte. North, L/Cpl. Biggerstaff and Pte. Crellin.

Valuable help has been given to Bn. football by Pte. Charlie 
Head; he takes a keen interest in all the games and manages 
the Eleven whenever they play.

The Bn. will miss R.Q.M.S. Danny Heskett, who has 
recently gone on release. He was a keen sportsman and took 
an active part in Cricket, Basket Ball, Athletics and Hockey. 
The Basket Ball side has had quite a number of away games, 
and with a great deal of success. Mr. Hayley is a keen player 
and offers challenges to the members of the W.Os.’ & Sgts.' 
Club in Salonika.

The Bn. held a successful Sports Meeting on 23rd May. 
“C” Coy. were the winners, with 53 points, against 39 points 
of “H.Q.” Coy. The best performance was judged to be 2/Lt. 
George, the Greek Liaison Officer. C/Sgt. Kneller was second. 
Prizes were distributed at the conclusion of the meeting by 
the Commanding Officer.

Particularly exciting were the high jump and the half- 
mile. In the jumping R.Q.M.S. Heskett dead-heated with Cp). 
Hanlon. Pte. McSweeney, of “C” Coy., finished first in the 
half-mile, with Pte. “Chopper" Sewell four seconds behind 
him. A fine exhibition of throwing the discuss in traditional 
Greek style was given by 2/Lt. George. His throw measured 
135 feet. Major Harris was second was 105 feet.

RESULTS
100 yards—1 Kneller, “B” Coy.; 2 Crellin, “S” Coy.; 3 John, 

I/Buffs. Winning time 11.7 secs.Long Jump—1 Crellin, “S” Coy.; 2 Kay. “C” Coy.; 3 Pickard, 
“C” Coy. Winning jump 5 Metres.

Half Mile—1 McSweeney, “C” Coy.; 2 Sewell, “H.Q.” Coy.;. 
3 Harris. “A” Coy. Winning time 3 minutes.

Mile—1 Zolands. “C” Coy.; 2 McSweeney, “C” Coy.; 3 
Grace “A” Coy. Winning time 6 min. 30 secs.

Discus—1 George, “H.Q.” Coy.; 2 Harris, “A” Coy.; 3 
Stevens, “B” Coy. Winning throw 131 feet.

Cricket Ball—1 Cotton, “H.Q.” Coy.; 2 North, “S” Coy.; 
3 George, “H.Q.” Coy. Winning throw 246 feet.

Hurdles—1 Nunn. “A” Coy.; 2 Court, “C” Coy.; 3 Crellin, 
“S” Coy.High Jump—1 Heskett, “H.Q.” Coy.; 2 Harlan, “C” Coy.;
3 Foster. “C” Coy.

220 Yards—1 Kneller, “B” Coy.; 2 Pickard, “C” Coy.; 3 
John, I/Buffs. Winning time 31'secs.

Putting the Shot—1 George, “H.Q.” Coy.; 2 Stevens, “B” 
Coy.; 3 Cotton, “H.Q.” Coy. Winning throw 29 feet.

Tug of War.—“C” Coy. defeated “A!; Coy.
Winning Team— “C” Coy. 53 poifits; “H.Q.” 39 points; 

Sgts. 34 points.
Hockey is still very popular depite the warm weather and 

the advantage of cricket. We have recently lost Capt. Allan 
Loveys, who has been Bn. Hockey Officer for six months. Under 
his guidance the Bn. has remained very near the top of the 
Divisional League.

The Officers’ Team has been successful against all the Coys., 
but they have lost one match against the W.Os. & Sgts.

“H.Q.” Coy. have a strong team,-and they are still the 
holders of the Championship Shield.

The Bn. has recently received a box of kit from the 6th 
Bn. This has been very useful and has supplemented our 
stock; sports gear is not easy to obtain in Greece. Pte. Kirby 
and “Nick” Carter keep the kit in very good order, and are 
two very capable men to have in the Sports Store.

Capt. J. Vane, who has been Sports Officer since January 
of this-year is leaving in a week’s time.

“H.Q.” Company
In June we said goodbye to Lt.-Col. H. P. Braithwaite,

D.S.O., and we welcome to the 1st Bn. Lt.-Col. P. H. Macklin,
O.B.E. Lt.-Col. Braithwaite has been with the 1st Bn. for 
nearly six years, so he will be sadly missed by all members of 
the 1st who served under him in North Africa, Italy and Greece. 
His favourite motto appeared to be “All work and no play 
makes Jack a dull boy,” so it was through him that the Bn. 
is so proficient in all sports. He also participated in our 
sporting activities himself, .and, with his size, in football he 
made a very able back, which members of opposing teams 
found out when they tried to tackle him. But after all the 
farewell parties he attended I doubt whether he could tackle 
anything! Goodbye and Good Luck, Skipper, the 1st Bn. will 
always remember you.

The canteen is proving a great attraction in camp and 
several nights a week the Bn. Dance Band plays there and 
encourages budding “ crooners.” Very shortly we shall be losing 
pur “Quarter Bloke,” that lovable character, Frank Whittaker, 
also the Coy. Storeman, Bob Belton. That very able pay clerk, 
Geoff Pidgeon, is working with C/Sgt. Whittaker as deputy, so 
before long he will be reaching the dizzy height of Colour 
Sergeant.

The Coy. office is still working smoothly with Major Derek 
Scull in the chair. The 2 i/c being C.S.M. Relf, the Orderly 
Sergt., Cpl. Peter Whelan, and, with the loss of our clerk, a 
newcomer in Pte. Hadley Norris. Of course, that very doubtful 
runner, Don Morgan is still with us.

We have said goodbye to Capt. O. F. C. Cook whose short 
reign as I.O. has been a very pleasant one. We wish him 
every success in civilian life. We welcome into the section, 
Capt. “Pedlar” Palmer, late of the 6th Bn. He has already 
proved himself a worthy successor to all our previous I.Os. 
Just when he is settling down in his nice, cosy, rickety chair, 
reports are flying round that we may lose him. He is thinking 
of buying a wig to adorn his head and give more colour to 
his numerous Courts of Inquiry. Sgt. “Billy” Woods’ weekly 
excursions into the wild lands and his subsequent reports, are 
closely followed by both Brigade and Division. He and Pte. 
Stylianou are always available when search parties are required. L/8gt. “Julie” Levy, whose middle name is “on the mat,” is 
still the daily nightmare of the Dance Band. You may have 
heard “The Voice” but he has nothing on “The Groan.” May 
we extend our congratulations to Cpl. Kill on his recent pro
motion. We understand that he keeps a Cobra hidden in 
the Band Store. We welcome another musical inspiration from 
the 6th Bn. in the person of L/Cpl. Gill. We hope his stay 
with us will last longer than some of the pianos he plays. We 
shall be losing Pte, “Nicky” Stylianou this weekend. He is
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not lost to us completely, however, as he proposes staying in 
Greece.

During the past lew weeks the “ Q” department has under
gone a great deal of re-organisation, both in staff and work. 
Farewells have been said to R.Q.M.S. “Danny" Heskett and 
L/Cpl. Smith on his return to Civvy Street. Soon to join them 
will be Pte. “Professor” Bultitude, now on a course in M.E.F., 
and Pte. Saville, who, after twenty-one years of service is going 
to sample the joys of civilian life.

In line with all other departments we have received a 
share of the reinforcements from the 6th Bn. These include 
R.Q.M.S. J. Grubb, Ptes. Buss, Lilley, Tobey and Waine.

Work during the past few weeks has proceeded at a hectic 
pace, due to the fact that we are coming on to semi-Peace 
time accounting. Lt. and QM. L. Grice, recently of the Welch 
Regiment, has been busy issuing supplies of A.F. 3225s and A.F. 
1954s. The quotation of these forms had Officers and men 
completely baffled, as they have never been heard of since 
1939.

“B” Company
“B” Coy. has settled down under Major J. A. Eason as 

Coy. Commander, Capt. J. Vane, 2 i/c, and a newcomer, 2/Lt. 
M. J. Power. Capt. Vaen leaves us in a week's time on release.

The Coy. has welcomed many new members from the 
6th Bn. and from “ C” Coy. The 6th Bn. draft included C.S.M. 
R. S. Alder, Sgts. Montagu, Evans, Bright and Selmes, Cpls. 
Batchelor, Sturrock and Ludlow, and L/Cpls. Boakes, Legg, 
Pickard and Roystone. Cpl. Norman has been posted from 
“C” Coy. recently. These new members have helped to make 
the Coy. football team as string as any in the Bn. Apart 
from Coy. games we have played 97 General Hospital XI. and 
104 Field Bty. R.A. Cpl. Fleet, Ptes. Holdren and Gobles have 
been the leading lights of the hockey team. C/Sgt. Kneller, 
Cpl. Ludlow, Pte. Double and Cpl. Pickard have been our 
athletes.

We must congratulate Cpl. A. Lewis and L/Cpl. Baker on 
the results of their courses.The Coy. has had several good days out; once up in the 
hills and three times by the sea. We have been out for two 
or three days at a time and combined training and sport.

The Coy. Sports Meeting was a great success, and produced 
some surprising results. Pte. Rudd had been hiding his light 
under a Bushell, and came in first in a very fast half-mile.

“C” Company
Since our last month’s report we have seen numerous 

changes in “Charlie” Coy. Most of the boys who came to 
the Coy. from the 6th Bn. in Austria have been transferred 
to other Coys., and the present “C” Coy. is now made up of 
Employed Personnel.

Capt. T. V. Upton, until recently our Coy. Commander, has 
taken over command of Support Coy., and we wish him all 
the best in his new Coy. Capt. M. A. F. Frost, who was 2 i/c 
is now Coy. Commander and we wish him the best of luck in 
his new appointment.

We” still retain the services of Charlie Wooley as C.S.M. 
and Dougie Myland as Q.M.S.

Turning to the sports side of the Coy., we proved very 
disappointing at Soccer, being well and truly beaten by a team 
from The Buffs 4—0, and two days’ later we lost 9—1 against 
“H.Q.” Coy. We did make amends to a certain extent by beat
ing The Buffs at cricket by eight wickets, Sgt. Wheatley taking 
nine wickets at a cost of only 10 runs. Also the Coy. Hockey 
Team, under the expert supervision of C.S.M. Wooley defeated 
“S” Coy. 4—1.

Last month the Bn. held a Sports Day, and “Charlie” 
Coy. excelled themselves by coming out on top with 53 points. 
“H.Q.” Coy. being second with 39 points. Special mention here 
for the Tug of War team who pulled against every Coy. and 
won through, honours to Sgt. Jerry Austin for excellent tutor
ing of the team, who left the field minus his voice.

Support Company
Since our last contribution quite a few changes have taken 

place' in the Coy. We take this opportunity of welcoming our 
new Coy. Commader, Capt. T. V. Upton, who has taken over 
from Capt. Loveys, who only a week or so before had taken 
the Coy. from Major Tennant. Three O.Cs. in one month. 
Almost a record!

We also welcome members of the 6th Bn. who have 
recently joined us, including C.Q.M.S. Skelton, Sgts. Dimmock 
and Bradshaw. Since their arrival we have noticed a large 
inflow of mail into the unit bearing Austrian postmarks. It 
makes you think!

Training in the Coy. goes on as usual, especially a recent 
night scheme which was enjoyed by all.

The Coy. was less successful in the Bn. Sports Meeting 
this time, but as usual our athlete “Father” Crellin was out
standing.

Before closing we should like to wish the best of luck to 
our former O.Cs., Major Tennant and Capt. Loveys. Also L/Cpl. 
Roberts our pay clerk and Pte. John Maxey, our veteran of 
the Carrier Platoon; also Pte. “Joe” Maynard of the Mortar 
Platoon.

RE-INTRODUCTION OF THE COLOURS OF THE 
1st BATTALION

The 1st Bn. was honoured on Easter Monday, April 22nd, 
1946, to have their Colours re-introduced to them. It was an 
impressive ceremony and one in which every member of the 
Bn. was conscious of its importance and significance.

It is not every Regiment which can take such a pride in 
its Colours; in paying respect to them we do in fact pay homage 
to all men of the Bn. who have fought and died for our 
country.The Parade was held at the Barracks in Salonika. Four 
Coys, were paraded in line, dressed in K.D. shorts, properly 
sized and bearing themselves as only British troops can, the 
men were a credit to their Regiment.

R.S.M. Hayley martialled the Bn. and handed over to the 
Adjutant at eleven o’clock. When the Commanding Officer 
had taken over the Parade, the Colours were marched on, and 
were properly complimented by a Present Arms. The King’s 
Colour was carried by Lt. Robert Barnes; the Regimental 
Colour by Lt. George M. Smyth. The escort to the Colours 
Included C.S.M. L. Self, Colour Sgt., who was present when 
the Colours were presented at Shorncliffe in 1938 by the late 
Duke of Kent; Sgt. G. Austin, D.C.M. and Sgt. R. Conrathe.

The Colours having taken up position in the centre of 
the Parade, the Bn. and the Corps of Drums of the Royal 
Fusiliers were inspected by the Divisional Commander, Major- 
Gen. C. B. Callander, C.B., M.C. The Bn. then marched past 
the Saluting Base in column of Coys., led by the Commanding 
Officer, Lt.-Col. H. P. Braithwaite, D.S.O., and afterwards 
advanced in Review Order.

The Commander of the 12th Infantry Brigade, Brigadier
A. G. W. Heber-Percy, D.S.O., G.S.O., I., Lt.-Col. E. A. Williams, 
M.C., and Brigade Major 12th Infantry Brigade, Major J. W. 
Berridge, accompanied the General on his inspection. There 
were many guests present at the ceremony, representatives ef 
the Royal Navy, the Royal Air Force, and Officers and men from 
other units' in the Division. Several Greek Officers and a 
number of civilian guests were invited and stayed to luncheon 
at the Officers or the W.Os.’ & Sgts.’ Messes.

---------♦---------

and BATTALION
After a stay of almost four months in the Northeim— 

Hardegsen—Uslar Area the Bn. once more had to pack its bags 
and concentrate in the much bombed City of Brunswick. Most 
of us regret leaving one of the most beautiful parts of Ger
many, as the country surrounding Brunswick is “very small 
beer” compared to the foothills of the Hartz.

Life has assumed a far more Military aspect as we now 
live in Barracks. German Barracks can be very good indeed, 
but “Wiltshire” Barracks, which are the new home of “Sp.” 
and the four Rifle Coys, are at present rather battered, to put 
it mildly. “H.Q.” Coy. on the other hand have struck very 
lucky and have taken over a one-time Hitler Jugend Staff 
College, consisting of marble halls, indoor swimming pool, and 
a very good dance hall, apart from innumerable palatial offices.

Some of the advantages of our new station are: Central 
Officers’ and Sgts.’ Messes. NAAFIs., cinemas, and excellent 
swimming facilities in at least three pools, although we have 
not as yet discovered a suitable cricket pitch, which, now that 
the Bn. is once more becoming predominately Kentish in 
character, is rather an important matter.

Before we left our old area we were visited by the new
G.O.C. 5 Div., Major General P. S. S. Gregson Ellis, C.B., O.B.E., 
who has taken over from our late G.O.C., who has gone to 
command the Staff College, Camberley.

On 8th June the Bn. had the honour of leading the march 
past in a victory parade in Brunswick. The salute was taken 
by G.O.C. 5 Div. On the 12th June the Bn. Team went to 
Gottingen for the 17 Bde. Sports and, in a very close contest 
between four Battalions, came third, being only nine points 
behind the winners. Some; photographs taken during these 
sports and Bn. Inter-Coy. Sports are published in this issue.
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CHANGING THE GUARD AT BN. H.Q., 2nd BN. QUEEN’S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT, HARDEGSEN, B.A.O.R.

Another is a view of Guard Changing outside our former 
Bn. H.Q. at Hardegsen.

The Officer shortage has gone from had to worse during 
this last month, and at the moment of writing a certain unfor
tunate Captain commands two Coys, as well as being U.E.O. 
and Welfare Officer.

We have said farewell to Capt. E. M. Mulhall, Capt. J. E. F. 
Lauder, Lt. A. G. Ridley, and Lt. J. H. Cudlip, M.M.

Capt. E. M. Mulhall commanded Support Coy. prior to 
leaving England, and before proceeding on release to the 
Argentine (via the “Coconut Grove”) he presented us with 
a handsome trophy for the Coy. Championship. Capt. J. E. F. 
Lauder who ran the Bn. School at Northeim has left us to join 
the 4th Bn. Somerset Light Infantry. Lt. A. G. Ridley who 
had commanded “D” Coy. since Major M. G. M. Archer went 
on his course, has gone back to teaching, and Lt. J. H. Cudlip, 
M.M., has joined the All Arms (Danish) Training Team in 
Denmark.

We wish these four officers the very best of luck in their 
new jobs.

Many others, including such well known names as C.S.M. 
Booth-Chamberlain C.S.M. Booth, C/Sgt. O’Sullivan, Sgts. 
Lown, Purslow, Milne and Rutland have departed for “Civvy 
Street,”—the Bn. feels their loss and wishes them "God speed.”

Our congratulations this month go to Capts. P. R. S. Scott 
and J. R. S. Carter on their promotion; also to Major and Mrs. 
Archer on becoming the proud parents of a son.

Major M. B. Rickord’s wedding on the 1st June has 
further reduced the already small bachelor circle in the mess 
and wo hope to see Mrs. Rickord in Brunswick when the 
Cabinet makes its long promised decision on B.A.O.R. Families 
and follows the lead of the U.S. and Belgian Occupying Forces.

Capt. D. H. St. Croix has left for a well deserved leave after 
which he goes to H.Q. 5 Div. as a Staff Captain, his place as 
Adjutant being taken over by Capt. D. O. Faulkner.

Bn. Colours have been awarded to C/Sgt. Cooper, Sgts. 
Uden, Elliott, Ptes. Holmes and Shackleford for their keen 
efforts in Athletics.

“A” Company
Once again the time has come for us to give you news, 

and wish you well all'over the world.
Many friends have recently changed their ranks to “Mr.” 

having been tom away by the strong arms of release. (How 
they love those arms). To Class “A" have gone our Acting 
Coy. Commander, Capt. Appleton, C.Q.M.S. O’Sullivan, Ptes. 
Blakey, Burnley, East, Pickford and Diaper, and by the time 
we go to press, Cpl. Walker and L/Cpl. Gibbons. To Class “B” 
has gone Pte. Taylor as a Brass Fitter; how we all wish we 
could mould Brass Monkeys! To all of them, however, we wish 
the very best of luck and success in their compartively new 
surroundings.

As .you can see by the above, the back-bone of the Coy. 
has practically vanished. However, the wheels of industry 
continue to crank along, as you will see by the following. We 
welcome to the Coy. our future (we think) C.S.M., Sgt. Clarke. 
On many people's lips are the words, “I wonder if he really 
Is” (we forget what they call Sgt. Majors, they have so many 
ranks), but as Asquith said “Wait and see." Lt. Gale returned 
from U.K. Leave to find himself as Coy. Commander and Mess
ing Officer (wot no Officers!) but we must say. he has handled 
both jobs with efficiency, cool and calm. Sgt. Smith at the 
moment has his hands full with pay queries, and everything 
else that send a C/Sgt. crazy and grey, but we struggle on!!

Since our last edition we have left behind us the village 
of Uslar, and its “Civvy” billets—spring beds—homely sur
roundings, and everything else that makes one want to sign 
on for a “modified pension,” and And ourselves in an entirely 
new sphere of life—one which we are sure, will need plenty 
of getting used to. We are now stationed on the perimeter 
of Brunswick; that point is not so bad; but barracks! Well, 
that’s enough to break anyone's heart.

Having only been here a couple of days, we still have 
plenty to do, to bring our rooms and surroundings anything 
near to being homely, but like all things, we’ll find a way. 
Bn. H.Q. and “H.Q.” Coy. are stationed about two Km. away from 
us in Pontefract Barracks, the remainder of us being in Wilt
shire Barracks; but don’t be deceived by the name. The R.A.F. 
during the war, plastered one or two parts of it with extreme 
accuracy, by the looks of things.
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Before leaving Uslar, we had a very victorious and hectic, 
week (apart from loading stores, etc.). We played off 5 Inter- 
Coy. Soocer matches in 8 days, won 4 and drew 1. The team 
is to be congratulated on such an excellent show. Here are 
the full results in order of play, v. “D” Coy., 2—2 (Sgt. Smith 
1, Cpl. (Dribble) Shorters 1); v. “Sp.” Coy. (what a tanning), 
5—2 (Pte. (Scorer) Harding 4, Cpl. Shorters 1); v. "C" Coy., 
4—3 (Pte. Harding again 2, Pte. Thomas 1. Cpl. Shorters 1); 
v; “H.Q.” Coy., 3—0 (Sgt. Smith 1, Cpl. Shorters 2); v. “B” 
Coy. 4—1 (Pte. Harding 3, Pte. Beardmore 1). We have had a 
snap taken of the above team, but unfortunately this is not 
yet ready for ' publication, and so to any potential soccer 
manager, we offer you any player at a very high price as soon 
as this snap makes an appearance.

Our farewell Dance was a tremendous succees. Dancers 
and non-dancers took the floor in full strength, and many 
could be seen with that farewell glint in their eyes—if you 
get what we mean.

Having, as we said before, only just arrived here, there is 
no more news for now, .

And so wishing you Good Luck and all the best, we sign 
off until next month.

“The First of The Few.”

“B” Company
"Wot, back to Barracks?” Yes, at last the time has 

arrived. After fouj*( months in the backwoods of Uslar, we 
have emigrated to-that hive of activity — Brunswick. The 
journey, normally two hours, found us still bumping along 
four hours after departure from our “ rest camp.” One of the 
most fascinatifig sights along the 4usty road, was the person 
in the Jeep who stopped every. hundred yards to open and 
close his arms as though he were telling a fishing yarn while 
he shouted unintelligible remarks at the driver.

On arrival at the Barracks, chaos was let loose. Three 
tonners and fifteen hundredweights parked in every nook and 
cranny while dusty men staggered up four flights of stairs 
carrying the stores and the A/C.-Sgt. By nightfall, however, 
the Coy. had installed themselves in their quarters and in
dulged in the noble art of “dossing.”

It is with swelling chest and much loosening of halos that 
we report “Baker” Coy. obtained first place in Guard Mount
ing Drill—an event in the Inter-Coy. championship—but with 
the rapid rate of demob went our hopes of rising to the top. 
Nevertheless we hope yet to regain our position at the top 
when the cricket league opens.

And so once again “Baker” Coy. bids adieu until next 
month, wishing all its old members the best of luck where 
’ere they may be. . “Chic.”

“C” Company
Since our last edition to the "Buster” we have moved 

from the superb billets and glorious setting of capacious 
grandeur into small, and somewhat dingy Barracks, which in 
our point of view are the aftermath of a happy and contented 
life.

The Coy. as a whole has now settled In quite amiably after 
a disapproving view of their new surroundings. Most of them 
had good “friends” in the old area and now take the task 
of getting acquainted with new and maybe unapproachable 
beauties.

The old faces are fast disappearing into “Civvy Street” 
and with the loss of Pte. (Tea Wallah) Kennedy and Pte. 
(Busty) Hopgood our old forces are sadly depleted. However, 
we wish them every success in the future.

At the Bn. Athletic Meeting owing to the fact that our 
forces were sadly lacking, nearly everyone in station entered 
for the races. Our Tug of War Team was the biggest success 
and came out victorious thereby maintaining the usual “C” 
Coy. standard. It was rumoured that one coy. thought we 
were all in Jeeps, the way the team walked away with it.

As for the rest of the events, we were anticipating putting 
C/Sgt. (Old Timer) Smith in the 3,000 Metres, but owing to 
a new arrival Pte. Ware, from the 13th I.T.C., we were able 
to dispense with the services of the C/Sgt. Pte. Ware put up 
a marvellous performance and won the event by a considerable 
margin. We heard that H.Q. Coy., who sent him to us were 
tearing their hair - out for letting such a marvellous runner 
slip through their fingers.

With regret we said cheerio to C.S.M. Booth-Chamberlain, 
a good soldier and a gentlenian, how we wish he were still 
with us, but the call of the “ Bowler Hat” was too great. Good 
Luck “B.C.” wherever you may be.

We welcome a new addition to our coy. in the person of
C.S.M. Streeter, truly a great soldier. Also some “Young Blood” 
from the 13th I.T.C., young, but keen.

The Football Team is not doing so well owing to the 
loss of our star players to civvy street, and in the last match 
against “A” Coy., after a strenuous game we lost 4—3." A good 
game against better opponents, which everyone enjoyed)

The Victory Parade, in which all the available bodies of 
this Coy. took part was a great success, but most of us are 
hoping that on the anniversary of it, we will be lookers-on so 
that- we can enjoy more fully the march past.

With this, thought in mind we close this month’s edition 
and adjourn to the “ local” to taste that cold, lightly coloured 
liquid sb often mistakenly called beer. “ Bushwacker,”

“D” Company
Firstly,: we are sorry to say “ good-bye” to Lt. A. G. Ridley, 

who finds that his A. and S. Gp. has at last rolled around, 
and that he’ll soon be in Civvie Street, saying “ Pay attention 
to your lessons please, boys.” Joking apart, We wish him the 
very best of luck in his civilian occupation of teaching. In 
the same breath we extend a welcome to Capt. P. R. S. Scott 
as our Coy. Commander during the absence of Major M. G. M. 
Archer, M.C. We feel sure that his stay in our Coy. will be 
as equally happy and bright as was his stay with our neigh- 
b.ours, “C” Coy.

It seems that our congratulation list grows each month, 
but we will carry on mentioning every one, until the Q.O.G. 
officials start searching for room in the "Mag.” Anyway, here 
goes:—

To Sgt. (Jack) Wallis on promotion to C/Sgt.
To L/Sgt. (Nick) Nicholls on promotion to Sgt.
To Cpls. (Bill) Moser and (Ron) Stonehouse on 

appointment to L/Sgt.
To L/Cpls. Rogers, (Fred) Mitchell and (Nobby) Hilton 

on promotion to Cpl.
All the best to all of them.
It seems that we are always saying "Hallo” and “ Good-bye,” 

but those officials at Whitehall would think of Release; so, 
we have said our last cheerio to such grand chaps as Sgt. 
(Bertie) Purslow, Cpl. (Dickie) Dymond, Ptes. Bates,' Biggs, 
Collins, Darnell, Hill 71 (yes, 71 for the last time), Paterson, 
Saxon, (Ginger) Screen, (Darkle) Taylor, ; and last but not 
least, “little” Jimmy' Morton. We are all very sorry to see 
them go, but feel sure that they will remember that some of 
their happiest moments were spent with the “Kate” and with 
us, forever their “muckers.”

Now we welcome with open arms, Cpls. Hull and Ferguson, 
L/Cpl. Martin and Pte, Southall from “ Sp.” Coy. The C.S.M. 
has noted zealously, for future reference, the sterling perfor
mances put up by Cpl. Hull for “Sp.” Coy. in the recent Bn. 
Sports Meeting. So well were we represented in the Sports 
that we were just pipped by “H.Q.” Coy.; for first place; the 
remainding four Coys, finishing streets behind. Our Coy. 
would have lifted the championship but for the unfortunate 
fact that we were disqualified in the 110 Metres hurdles relay. 
Terrific performances were put up by Ptei' Kedwell, dead-heat
ing with Cpl. Hull In the 1,500 Metres .With a grand finish, 
and then he ran a very good second in the 3,000 Metres; by 
Pte. Rowles in winning the long jump; by Sgt. Elliott in the 
100, 200 and 400 Metre relays, and by Lt. Ridley—the chap who 
just won’t realise that he’s beaten!

They were very ably supported by C.S.M. Martell, Sgt. 
Moser, Cpl. Hilton, Ptes. Rees, Adams, Pestaille, Picknell (the 
dark horse) and Scully. Thank you for a good performance.

On our departure from Northeim to home to busier Bruns
wick, we loose such privileges as the Stkdtpark beer bar, and 
our civvie billets. As someone has aptliy put it:

No Civvie Billets now, nTlads,
(But we have a LOVELY square)—

No beer—to cause forgetfulness 
Of what we are—and where— !

Our words are sad with longing 
In speech or prose or rhyme—

We remember, with regretfulness,
THE WONDERS OF (NORTHEIM.

But we are sure that under the guidance of the P.R.I., dances 
and canteens, etc., will be bigger and better, and—who knows 
—maybe in this wilderness we’ll find a dance band that plays English music!

One member of the Coy. who welcomes the return of the 
Bn. to Barracks, Is our C.S.M., who has learnt (and has tried 
to teach us), that soldiers just can’t be soldiers when living 
in Civvie Billets. Oh, how he will love that Barrack Square.!!

The Coy. Office, under the auspices of L/Cpl. Thurston 
was duly set up on the day we arrived, and say!—was that 
gent, shocked t.o receive two messages from the B.O.R. within 
half-an-hour, asking why tire telephone was not being answered. 
He replied, in his own inimitable style, that he would willingly 
answer it—if he had one! Two telephones arrived that day
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(complete with a couple of little eager Signallers), but they 
could not be installed as there were no wires to which they 
could be fixed. Yes, tyie Coy. Clerk, we are sure, has lost at 
least a stone running downstairs to “C” Coy. to take ’phone 
messages.

The Coy. football team, with many new stars, did well to 
draw 2—2 against “A” Coy. at Northeim, one of “A” Coy.’s 
backs helping us by putting one in his own goal, and Pte. 
Bowles also “banging one in.” With “Old man Sun” rising 
higher in the heavens each day, we think that the lads would 
sooner laze around with cricket, rather than chase that football 
around, but we will prove to “D” Coys, in all other Bns. that 
we shall still be as strong in the football world next season, as 
we proved to be in the last.

In our next issue, we hope to tell you of the victory of 
our “dive-hards” in the Inter-Coy. Swimming Sports, to be 
held next week. New faces will, undoubtedly, be seen, but 
we know that the spirit of DOG will figure prominently once 
again.

To finish off, we congratulate C.S.M. Clarke of “A” Coy. 
(late of “D” Coy.) on his promotion, and wish him the same 
troubles as our C.SM. (Oh!—Please give me some SOLDIERS!).
C.SM. Clarke so ably carried out the duties of Q.O.G. Corres
pondent for “D” Coy. for six months, so we shall Watch “A” 
Coy’s, contribution with interest, in future, for knocks from 
“ die other camp.”

So once again, we say cheerio to all our readers of the 
“Buster” wherever they may be. wishing you the very best of 
good luck. “ Gone to the Dogs ”

“H.Q ” Company
Since last month’s letter the 2nd Bn. has again proved Its 

inability to become static and has changed its location to the 
ancient and bomb ridden city of Brunswick. We are little 
Worried at the moment, but we struggle op, glimpsing occa
sionally the light at the end of the tortuous tunnel known 
as “settling in.”

“H.Q.” Coy. has been exceedingly fortunate in their 
accommodation, for while the Rifle Coys, are stationed in Ger
man Barracks, “H.Q.” has taken’ over the Hitlerjugend- 
Acadeffiy, with its spacious offices and luxurious apartments. 
The bedrooms are shared by two men and have showers laid 
on, ana though beds are not up to Hardegsen standard, there 
are many advantages that we lacked during our rural hiber
nation. The main block contains a small swimming bath and a 
theatre with a good dance floor, while the pillars which once 
echoed to “Sieg Hell” provided an imposing background to the 
daily guard changing.

We left the picturesque village of Hardegsen with its 
peaceful surroundings, with a certain amount of regret and 
foreboding, but the entertainments in the shape of canteens 
and cinemas in Brunswick, do much to counter-balance the 
loss of the beautiful scenery.

Before we left Kreis Northeim, the company excelled itself 
in the Bn. Sports. Pte. Holmes • (A.C.C.) gave an excellent 
exhibition of high jumping, defeating the rest of the Bn. at 
5ft. 2ins„  while C/Sgt. Cooper, Cpl. Blakesley, L/Cpl. Sheldon 
and Pte. Mills did much to secure the company's position. 
We had high hopes of the tug-of-war team, coached and 
inspired by C.S.M. Whitlock, but unfortunately they were out- 
pulled by “C” Coy. The Bn. team at the Bde. Sports will have 
a good proportion of “H.Q.” Coy. in it and though they have 
been hampered by the move, they ought to put up a good 
show.

There have been a few changes in the last month, and of 
course the usual drain of demobilisation has claimed some of 
the company. Sgt. Rutland has been replaced by Sgt. Bricknell 
and Sgt. Coffin has taken on the arduous responsibility of 
O.R.S., which Sgt. Milne so gratefully relinquished at the 
beginning of the month. Capt. D. H. St. Croix has vacated 
the adjutant’s chair, now occupied by Capt. D. O. Faulkner 
and Capt. P. R. S. Scott, has found that even in a Rifle Com
pany there is a lot to do, while Lieut. P. Revell has taken 
over the “1” Office. Capt. Willis is understudying Capt. A. H. 
Ford, who will soon be leaving the company to his tender 
care, and the C.O. has found another driver to replace Cpl. 
Fleming.

Someone jokingly remarked that Braunschweig, or as we 
conservative English say Brunswick, is to be 2nd R.W.K.’s per
manent station, but we expect to be here for a couple of 
months anyway. “I S.”

H.Q. Company Signal Platoon
Since our last communique, we have moved bn to Bruns

wick. Most of us have taken a dim view of having to leave 
Our various attractions at Hardegsen, Northeim, etc.

We have said “goodbye” to "Nobby” Clarke, and wish him 
the best of luck in Civvy Street.

We are no longer taking “cans” on the Exchange, as during 
the hours of daylight the operating is now done by the 
“frauleins.”

Now that the rough riding of Hardegsen area has ended, 
there is a slight danger of our D.R.’s completing a run pn the 
same day.- 1 ;

Don’t worry Sigs, the rumour that the Sgt.-Major is taking 
over the duties of R.S.O. is entirely without foundation.
M.T. Here—

“Reel-em-in.“

M.T. Section, Company
Since our last contribution to the Q.O.G., our time has 

been fully occupied moving the Bn. from the collection of 
villages and small towns whicn we were occupying, to the large 
town of Brunswick 50 miles northwards.

Many old acquaintances have had to be surrendered, but 
judging by the stream of personnel, several of whom wear 
white lanyards on the left shoulder, to be seen leaving Wilt
shire Barracks of an evening, it may be assumed that “the 
broken threads have been tied” in a strictly "platonic” manner of course!

Once; again the M.T. is centralised in what we call the 
“pool,” and what with the very fine workshops and equipment 
lavished upon us by the German Wermacht, plus the kindly, 
hopeful consideration of “H.Q.” Coy. to leave us out of 
“Victory," or any other parades in. the near future, we hope 
that we may well and truly -get cracking” to became an 
extremely efficient and well organised section.

The’ roads around this area are a tremendous improve
ment upon our last locality, and our “a spring a day....” 
motto is likely to be abandoned. As a result of this, Pte. Rich 
wishes to withdraw from his post as “Honorary Spring King” 
and his resignation now awaits decision in the M.T.O.’s “pending” tray.

The driving courses now running are attaining quite good 
results and at regular short intervals batches of men are being 
passed out ready to take over their duties as "drivers i.c.” A 
sight which caused much amusement and astonishment a 
week or so ago was. a certain “would-be” driver carrying his 
starting handle to meals, bed or wherever his presence was 
required.* but I understand that his instructor has now 
released- him from his burden, as he no longer “stalls” the 
engine so frequently.

Lieut. Fagg, the M.T.O. has returned from his course 
and full of vim, vigour and fresh ideas, has thrown himself 
into his work. We all sincerely thank Lieut. Wood for taking 
over in Lieut. Fagg’s absence and hope that one' day he will 
return and carry on the good work.

The last few days have seen the return to civvy street, 
one of the M.T.’s greatest personalities, Sgt. Lown.

In an exclusive interview with him just before his de
parture, he told me he had thoroughly enjoyed his six years 
in the many roles of M.T. work, but felt the time had come to 
“throttle down" and “gear” himself for home and- family life.

“W/REC/K.”
Support Company

“Once more into the breach dear friends,” as Henry the 
Fifth said many centuries ago. but in lieu of swords, bows, 
arrows and pikes, together with lusty yells, the lethal weapons 
to be used are blocks of green matter, brushes of sorts, rags, 
sticks, plenty of energy and patience, distasteful groans and 
a dopy of K.R.’s at the port. For once again we are in the 
throes of barrack life.

After our civilian desires were paftly brought forward to 
us at Adelebsen, our “home” for quite a few months, we have 
been despatched, unwillingly to ex-German Barracks at 
Braunschweig, or Brunswick to us common blokes. The move, 
once;it was under way, went off very successfully, even the 
Carriers got there, but they had to have a train from Northeim 
to do it.

Previous to our move, the Bn. Sports Meeting was held, 
and although weather conditions interfered to some extent, a 
good many of the lads enhanced their reputations. The com
pany, however, did not do so well as was expected, due to the 
lack of practice, duties, etc., and up to the time of writing, 
lay in third position. There are some events yet to be com
peted, which we sincerely hope will result in further points 
being added to the company’s number.

It was with regret that we bade goodbye and good luck 
to capt. E. M. Mulhall, now reclining in the arms of "Civvy 
Street.” Perhaps the meagre meat ration will be increased now 
that such a "live wire” is once again dealing in the “beef
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business.” May our wives, mothers, sweethearts, and what have 
we, benefit by his return. But seriously, very sincere wishes 
from all members of the company to our former O.O.

The “demob” scheme seems to bo going according to plan, 
and we offer good wishes to Fees. McGrady, Whyler, Chown, 
Baggett and Cusworth, and to Sgt. K. Morris, one of the "old 
school.” Good luck to them and hopes that they will soon 
settle down in their respective "folds.”

There are a few things here in Brunswick to compensate 
for the good stay in Adelebsen, such as picture houses, can
teens, a circus and fair, but notwithstanding these attractions, 
it is considered that the quiet magnitude of a German village, 
is much the more pleasant in which to do the work assigned 
to us, than the austerity of Barracks and the solemnity of 
this battered German city.

However, it is certain that all of us will soon be acclima
tised and hold up all the old traditions of the company, bearing 
in mind that barrack life is just what you make it, and pro
viding the “mucking in” spirit is prevalent, then all will be 
well. “A.J.”

Sergeants’ Mess
We all welcome the summer months and the opportunity 

therewith for swimming, sun-bathing and shooting, and may 
we add that with our present location, these things are pos
sible. Never let it be said that we have nothing else to do. 
With this inevitable change from war to peace basis, we find 
heads (or should we say headaches) of departments with bags 
more work, striving to keep body and mind together amid 
piles of “bumph” in offices various, and really using the 
monthly spirit issue for medicinal purposes.

However, we found time to bid farewell to Sgt. (Gordon) 
Milne and Sgt. Rutland, two highlights, both in the mess and 
out of it. We bade goodbye in no uncertain style with a Mess 
Party that would equal a Mansion House banquet, but 
nothing could have been too good for these two boys, here's 
wishing them all the best in their new jobs in civvy street. 
A word of thanks to the R.S.M. for bagging a deer for us, and 
we hope that in later years ho will be able to tell some wonder
ful tales to his children’s children about the antlers that will 
hang on the wall of his living room. We also hope we will not 
forget how good it tastedWith a last word of welcome to our latest member, Sgt. 
Coffin of the B.O.R., we’ll close looking forward to great events, 
especially now that we have a central mess, even though we 
did manage to heat the officers at basket-ball. “Pronto."

SPORT.
Sport for the month ending June 12th, 1946, lias been 

rather cramped in its style by the move of the Bn. by which 
the usual preliminary work had to be done. However, the 
period of dispersal in company detachments is over and, 
concentrated in barracks as we now are, we should be able 
to make the best of our talent and to select and train some 
strong Bn. teams.

Football.—No important matches have been played by the 
Bn. during the period under review. The following matches 
have been played in the inter-company league, which is 'now 
nearing completion:—

Leaders in the 5,000 metres Team Race during the 
17 Inf. Bde. Athletics. Cpl. Watkins, “Sp.”, C/Sgt. 
Cooper, and Cpl. Wright, “C.”, lying 3rd, 4th

and 5th respectively.

15th May: “C” drew with H.Q.” 1—1.
25th May: “A” drew with “D” 2—2.
29th May: “A” beat “Sp” 5—2,
30th May: “A” beat “C ' 4—3.
1st June: “A" beat “H.Q." 3—0.
As a result of the above matches, League table positions
“C” Coy..............13 points
“D” Coy.............. 11
“Sp” Coy............ 10
“A” Coy ......... 10
“B” Coy............  3 ,,
“H.Q.” Coy........  3
Hockey.—The only Bn. match that it was possible to 

arrange (against 2nd South Staffords) had unfortunately to be 
cancelled.

5-a-side hockey was started m some companys. It proved 
very popular and a good method of giving novices a basic 
knowledge of the game—not to mention a good deal of violent 
exercise to all concerned.

R.S.M. Dumbrell is to be congratulated on being selected 
to play in the 5th Divisional side which won the 30 Corps 
tournament and lost by only 2—1 to 49 Div. in the B.A.O.R. 
final.

We now have the makings o f a'really good Bn. pitch and 
intend to take full advantage of it.

“C” Coy. waging a hard, but winning battle against
“H.Q.” Coy, in the Inter-Coy. Athletic Meeting. (How 

would they have got on without Cyril Hopgood?)

Athletics.—An Inter-Company Team Meeting was held 
on 27th and 28th May at Northeim, with, also the object of 
selecting a Bn. team for the 17 Bde. group and 5th Divisional 
championship. Full results will be included in our next issue.

The tug-of-war was won by “C” Coy.
On arrival at Brunswick, the selected Bn. team and 

reserves were put through some intensive training in the 
rather short time available, belore the Bde. meeting on 12th 
June, of wnich the results are as follows:—

1st 1 Manchesters 974 points,
2nd 2 Northamptons 81 points.
3rd 2 R.W.K. 784 points.
4t.h 2 South Staffords 76 points.
Inns of Courts entered teams for certain events only. 

2 R.W.K. results by events were as follows:—
r lacing100m. relay (Sgts. Udcn, Elliott. CpIs. Hilton. Smith) .... 3rd 

200m. relay (Sgts. Uden, Eliiott, Cpl. Hilton, Capt.
Clarke) ..................................................  2nd

400m. relay (Sgt. Moser, Ptes. Steele, Pestaille, Verrico) 4th
800m. relay (Ptes. -John, O'Leary, L/Cpl. Sheldon, Pte.

Owen) ..................................................  4 th
110m. hurdles relay (Pte. Holmes, Cpl. Smith, Sgt. Uden,

Pte. Baines) ...........................................  2nd
1.500m. team (Cpl. Hall. Ptes. Shackleford, Kedwell and

Rees) ................................................... 3rd
5,000m, team (C/Sgt. Cooper, Cpis. Watkins, Wright, Pte.

Ware) ................................................... 2nd
High jump (Pte. Holmes, Cpl. Badger) .......................2nd
Long jump (Pte. Rowles, Sgt. Uden) ....................  2nd
Hop, step and jump (Sgt. Brodie and Pte. O'Leary) .... 1st 
Shot (Sgt. Uden and Pte. Quarrington) ................  2nd

In the tug-of-war (a separate event from the athletics) 
2 R.W.K. lost to 2 Northamptons. Since 12th June we have
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held Bn. individual championships and have hopes of 
improving on our team performance in the 5 Div. champion
ships on 21st and 22nd June. Both these meetings will be 
reported next month.

The following have so far been awarded their Bn. colours 
for 1946: C/Sgt. Cooper, Sgt. Uden, Sgt. Elliott, Pte, Holmes 
and Pte. Shackleford.

Swimming.—A Bn. inter-company Swimming Competition 
and Water Polo demonstration has been held in preparation 
for Bde. and Divisional meetings. Results will be reported next 
month.

Cricket.—Scarcity of grounds has prevented cricket being 
started so far this season. However, we hope to start playing 
soon.

Sgt. Uden, “H.Q." Coy., putting the shot in the 
17 Inf. Bde. Athletics Meeting.

--------- 1---------

5th BATTALION
We are betwixt summer and winter seasons, and will look 

back on our achievements of the last six months.
„ Winter sports has been played up to the time of “going to 

press,” and our relations with other Units and Services have 
been improved by some very sporty contests. Congratulations 
and thanks are due to all who have helped the Bn. in the many 
fields of sport. Here we would add that fields would be very 
welcome; in the words of that now famous remark, “We miss 
the green fields of England.”

Our relations with the Navy are particularly good and 
many a ship calling at the Rock has turned out teams against 
us in all branches of sport.

Football.—The feature of Bn. football has been the high 
standard of sportsmanship shown, and for this, special men
tion is due to Lt. W. J. (Greenfields) Godfrey, who has been 
an outstanding example and leader.

“C” Coy. were deserving winners of the Inter-Coy. Competition. •
Hockey.—We have a very enthusiastic body of hockey 

players, who have, on account of the exigencies of the Service, 
been administered by several officers during the season. Both 
the eleven-a-side and six-a-side code has been played, but the 
former is more popular and has provided some good games 
and pleasing results. C.S.M. Hughes finished the season as 
Secretary for Hockey in the Garrison.

Basket Ball finished earlier than other sports. We were 
not successful in the Garrison League or knock-out competi
tions, but we are grateful to those who carried the Bn. colours. 
A team from “H.Q.” Coy. won the Inter-Coy. Tournament held 
at Easter.

At Boxing we have enjoyed some excellent sport and were 
disappointed that we did not go further in the Munro Cup 
Competition. In a very close contest with the Royal Engineers 
we were defeated in the last fight.

Cross-Country Running.—At the risk of repeating our
selves, we congratulate again the runners who brought back 
the Hoare Cup which is contested in a series of runs between 
Units and Services on the Rock. Pte. Presland found fine 
form and set a cracking pace which he held to the end.

“B” Coy. team v ork was good and they were deserving 
winners of the Inter-Coy. Cup.

“A” Company
Greeting to all from “Able” Coy., and a welcome to 2nd Lt.

V. R. Finch, Sgt. Knight, D.C.M., M.M., and a draft of 27 men 
who arrived from England a few days ago and joined this Coy. 
Already a few specialists among them have left us to swell 
the ranks of “H.Q." Coy., but we hope the majority will stay 
and settle down to enjoy life with us.

With the draft came Sgt. Sidders, having successfully 
completed his course at the School of Infantry and a good 
period of leave. He has been appointed Pin. Sgt. of the Bn.’s 
Demonstration Pin. at the Gilbraltar Training Camp, near 
Oran in North Africa, so we shan’t see much of him until 
“Able” Coy. proceed to the camp at the end of June.

The first of the Bn.’s Class “A” Releases are due to leave 
for England shortly, and “Able" Company is going to be very 
hard hit by losing the Coy. Commander, Capt. A. W. Chase, 
together with L/Sgt. Lisi and Pte. Phillips, the Coy. Storeman. 
We wish them every success in Civvy Street. As new O.C. Coy., 
we welcome Capt. V. Moth from “H.Q.” Coy. Also we say 
goodbye to our 2 i/c., Capt. A. R. J. Kenward, who has left us 
to command “H.Q.” Coy. We wish him the best of luck.

Our Coy. Dance, held on May 20th, was a great success, 
and C/Sgt. Plenty must be congratulated on his good “admin.” 
The number of dancers was purposely kept fairly low to avoid 
a crush on the floor, and this policy was greatly appreciated 
by keen dancers, who had the opportunity of showing what 
they could do in the way of fancy steps.

During this interim period, in the sporting world, foot
ball has finished, but cricket is not yet under way—the only 
item we have to record is a win 5—3 at football against “D” 
C6y. in the last match of the season. As this match was 
played on June 6th on a blazing hot afternoon, all players 
must be congratulated on sticking it out to the very end, for 
the issue was in doubt until the last few moments of the 
game. Now we are looking forward to the peaceful, unhurried 
life of cricket, with cool drinks to sip in the shade of the 
pavilion and the polite clapping of spectators, as opposed to 
the hurly-burly of football.

With such “cool” thoughts in our minds we shall take 
leave of our readers for another month. “ Casey.”

“B” Company
Once again we sav “Hallo!" to the world in general, espe

cially to the readers of the “Q.O.G.” By the time this article 
goes to print we shall have left this part of Gibraltar, the

“B” COY. CROSS-COUNTRY TEAM.
Back Row: Stone, Saitch, Bidwell, Brown, MeComiskey. 
Middle Row: Morgan, Maj. Isherwood (Coy. Cmdr.), Reineri, Lt. Godfrey (Sports Officer), Hatch. 

Front Row: Camp, Simmonds.
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Nissen huts and barbed wire fences, and moved back to our previous billets at Casemates.

Our trip to North Africa, of which we have mentioned 
before, has officially been stated as commencing on July 3rd. 
We are now wondering what training in North Africa is like, 
ana to what type of place are we going? I suppose, to have 
these questions answered, we must wait and see.

At the present moment the Coy. are preparing to take part 
in the Victory Day March-Past being held on the “Rock.” The 
March-Past may not be as elaborate as the one being held in 
London, but we are hoping to put up a very good show.

Football.—The football season has now officially finished, 
“B" Coy. finishing second to “C” Coy. in the Inter-Coy. Football League.

Cricket.—The cricket season is just getting into swing, 
and from the number of names submitted by this Coy., we should be able to put up a very strong side.

Cross-Country Running. — As can be seen by the photo
graph in this month’s article, we were easy winners of the 
Inter-Coy. Crosscountry Running Competition. Well done, the runners!

The team was as follows:—Ptes. Morgan, Reineri, Bidwell, 
McComiskey, Simmons 70, Stone, Camp, Saitch, Brown and Coleman. “ Magnum.”

“C” Company
This month brings us to the end of the football season 

in Gibraltar. We have had a very successful season, finishing 
up as winners of the Bn. League Cup. In our last game we 
•made sure of finishing on top by narrowly defeating “B" Coy., 
1—0. This was a very hard game as there -was a lot at stake, 
but our team played gallantly and managed to hold their one- goal lead till the end.

Another victory of which we feel proud was when “C” 
Coy. represented the Bn. 2nd eleven against a local Gibraltar 
team, “Mons Calpe” 2nd eleven. This game was a hard game, 
“C” Coy. matching a goal early on and then, through magnifi
cent defence work, holding the lead till the end.

The first batch have returned from the new Bn. Rest Camp 
and after careful enquiry we find they enjoyed themselves, 
but as one bright spark said, “Wot, no Sergeants!” The rest of the Coy. are eagerly looking forward to their turn.

About thirty men and N.C.O.s from the Coy. are at this 
moment waiting to pay a visit to North Africa. They are 
going as a demonstration platoon in “Battle Drill.” Yes, it is 
still with us; Lt. Deakin is in charge. We hope they haven’t 
too much work to do and manage some time off for sightseeing.

This week-end the “bianco" is splashing about in all 
directions, the Victory March is near. Gibraltar Forces are 
turning out in strength and a brave show is expected.

We will let you know about that next time.

“D” Company
Do you want to know anything about 3in. Mortars, Vickers, 

M.M.G.s. or 6-pdr. Anti-Tank guns? If you do, then come 
along to “D” Coy., where you’ll get a detailed technical descrip
tion that will make the official Handbook sound like “Tiny Tots.”

After a month of serious training, half of which was 
devoted to the study of our support weapons, we consider 
ourselves to be experts, technicians, specialists, or what have 
you in the truest sense of any of those words.

According to the latest Gallop Poll, the 6-pdr. gun drill 
draws a bigger crowd than the “Ceremony of the Keys.”

The infantry roll of the Coy. has not been neglected 
either; twice this month we climbed to dizzy heights (liter
ally), there to spend the day on field training. The mornings were whiled awayambling over an assault course and an obser
vation course. (Note.—Who said he was a Rock Ape, looking 
astonishing like our own Harry Pemberton dangling from a 
rope on the Assault Course?). ,

Dinner was the best we’ve had yet. It should have been; 
we cooked it ourselves in mess-tins. Do you want to know 
how to cook dehydrated potatoes You do? So do we!

On our second visit we spent the afternoon marching over, 
round, and, if we may include the tunnels, under the Rook. 
Now we’re so tough we do “Shoot to Kill” exercises with 3in. 
Mortar barrels.

We finished off the month with an inter-platoon competition, won by 16 Platoon — the Anti-Tank wallahs. Of 
course, they deserved to win, but being in 16 Platoon, perhaps 
I’m prejudiced.

Having been busy training, we’ve had little time for sport. 
We had one pleasant afternoon bathing, but the sea was too 
cold for most of us and apparently too wet for the one or two 
who did enter the water very much against their wills.

Lt. Deaking has returned from England, but will leave us

again soon to go to North Africa, there to command a demon
stration platoon from “C” Coy. in the wilds of Les Andoulouses 
which the Bn. will be using as a training area. Lt. Uden has 
also left us temporarily to take up the duties of Acting 
Adjutant.

We extend a cordial welcome to Capt. S. White,, who has 
come to take over command of the Coy. from Capt. Austin, 
who is due for demob, in a few days. We also take the oppor
tunity to welcome Sgt. Warren, and Ptes. Ashford and Leagas 
from the U.K., and Cpl. Webber, Cpl. Pearce, and Pte. Mills 
from other Coys.

Next month, according to rumours, we are going to man 
the frontier. At least, there are no steps there.

So long until next month,

“H.Q.” Company
At last we feel that the fine weather has come Into its 

owin and before long we will no doubt get used to the 
“Umbrella” cloud formation known as the “Levante” which 
settles on the Rock when the wind is in the East.

We- are at present passing through a period of upheaval 
produced by such things as:

1. —Revised War Establishments.
2. —Visits to the Gibraltar Training Camp in North Africa.
3. —Leave (of the local type).
4. —Last but not the least, the departure, ere long, of the

First Class “A" Releases since the Bn. arrived here in 
December.

Of these features the writer does not know how much or 
little to say about each on account of limitations of space. 
Dealing with them in reverse order let us say “Very Good Luck” 
to those whose release group has COME UP and may you all 
make the most of your return to CIVVY STREET benefiting 
from the good you have gained from the ARMY.

Local leave to Spain is a very useful innovation. One 
boards a bus (or other vehicle) at Casemates and is borne 
away to the Spain beyond the Bay for three or four days. 
Tangier is again open to visitors and some of us hope to visit 
that historic spot during the summer. As a result of our 
good relations with the Navy we look like having trips there 
at a very early date. For those who are not wishing to go so 
far afield the opening of the “Queen’s Own Rest Camp” by 
Catalan Bay . (on the east side of the Rock) provides a few 
days' relaxation for all who have earned a rest. The writer 
has discovered that many workers are having a well earned 
break there for during the past few days, the standard reply 
to requests to various departments had been that “Pte. Blank 
is at the rest camp." It is difficult and dangerous perhaps 
to pick out any particular body for praise, but we feel that 
nobody can fail to appreciate the good work done by the 
Pioneer Platoon in connection with the Camp.

This Coy. does now have the opportunity to train in North 
Africa, but the success of the training there is largely depen
dent on the very good spade work by all departments of H.Q.

Revised Establishments bring changes and reminds us that 
we are losing our Coy. Commander whose loss to us will be a 
gain to “'A” Coy. Every good wish to you Capt. Moth, with 
your new Coy.

During the past month the Coy. has put up a very good 
show in performing the Ceremony of the Keys, this was an 
all Coy. affair with Capt, Moth acting as Adjutant and Lt. L.
B. Epson leading the outpost platoon. The training involved 
extra work, but the reward was in a job well done—congratu
lations to all those who took part and to the pals in the back
ground who helped with the extra “Bull.”

Lt. Blomeley has left us to go to Command Education 
Office. Attendance at Education is not the Coy’s, strong point, 
but what we lack in quantity we must possess in quality, for 
we have to congratulate R.Q.M.S. Stone, A. and Sgt. Baxter, E. 
on their successes in the recent examinations for the Army 
certificate. We also hope that our strong team‘for the Matricu
lation Examination (viz. Cpl. Parker, R., Cpl. Grant, D., and 
Pte. Mummery, D.) will be duly rewarded for the many hours 
of study they have put in.

At games we have no outstanding successes to report, but 
we can say that our sport has been played in the best spirit 
at all times.

Hearty congratulations to our new P.R.I., Lt. W. C. G. 
Allen, who has given us STOP PRESS NEWS of the arrival 
of the first addition to his family.

Sergeants’ Mess
Phew, Summer is here at last and with it the inevitable

K.D. and knobbly knees.
Many members are busy gun worshipping, consequently we 

DOW h&ve many handsome men in the mess,
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Sunday evening socials are now In full sway, and horse 

racing, football (ping pong variety) and housey housey are 
well to the front. _. . . .. ..    , . . ..

Sgt. Linnell has been judged as In a class by himself as 
a number caller, and George Smith, Ted Baxter are keen racing 
enthusiasts. All members attending the socials certainly feel 
well winded at the conclusion of the evening and the ping 
pong ball looks a little dizzy next morning ask Jonah, our 
dearly beloved caterer.

We all welcome to the fold, Sgts. Warren and Knight, and 
hope their stay .ifrith us will be a long and, happy one.

Sgt. Sidders has rejoined us from a course in the U K. 
looking very fit and well,

— --------------4-  -------------

No. 13 
HOLDING BATTALION

As reported in my last article, this Bn. has now been 
amalgamated with 12th Holding Bn., comprising The Queen’s 
Royal, The Butts, The East Surrey and The Queen’s Own 
Regiments. Everyone has settled down and appear quite happy 
and the flags of all four Regiments now flutter gaily at the 
entrance to barracks, making the otherwise drab entrance 
seem quite imposing. As one wit was heard to remark, “Any
one would think that this was U.N.O. headquarters instead of Milton Barracks.” -

Another story, the accuracy of which I cannot vouch for, 
is that a civilian was heard to remark “Cor lumme! Do they 
have a sports day every day in those barracks?”

The future of this unit seems very uncertain at this 
moment, but we are now so used to sudden changes in staff, 
etc., that a sudden change in location would not surprise us.

Our contribution to the Victory Day celebrations, apart 
from those who" were, fortunate enough to be selected for the 
Victory March in London, was to provide a Coy. for the Graves
end Victory Parade. Their turn-out and bearing on parade was of the highest standard.

The following letter was afterwards received by the gom- 
manding Officer from the Town Clerk, Gravesend:—

“I should like to express my Council’s thanks to you for 
so kindly providing a detachment for the Victory Parade. 
The event was greatly appreciated by the townspeople of 
Gravesend, and the smartness and bearing of all personnel 
reflects credit on those concerned."

In the realm of sport we have been rather active of late, 
especially in athletics.

During the week preceding 30th May all Coys, held Coy. 
sports meetings and on 30th May a Bn. athletics meeting 
was held.

The results showed that even in a Holding Bn., which all 
and sundry regard as a “graveyard,” we have some very fine 
athletics.

Space does hot permit mention of each individual winner, 
but I would like to mention the splendid performance of Cpl. 
Iden (R.W.K.), who. won the 440 yards, 880 yards, and the 
one mile. It is hoped to produce some photographs of this 
meeting for publication in the next issue of the Gazette:

On 13th June we entered a team for the South-Eastern 
District Championships, and, considering the opposition, did 
remarkably well and were placed fourth.

Individual efforts worthy of mention are:_—
Three Miles: 1st, Cpl. Iden.
220 Yards: 2nd, Lt. Hetherington.
Putting the Shot: 2nd, Pte. Dines.
Pole Vault: 1st, Pte. White.

On 19th June, Lt. Hetherington, Cpl. Iden, and Pte. Dines 
represented sthe South-Eastern District in the Command 
Championships, in which the S.E. District were placed 2nd.

Individual efforts of these stalwarts were as follows:—
220 yards: 4th, Lt. Hetherington.
Three Miles: 1st, Cpl. Iden.
Putting the Shot: 2nd, Pte. Dines.
Pole Vault: 4th, Pte. White.

Cpl. Iden arid Pte. Dines have now been selected to repre
sent the Command in the Army Championships to be held at 
Aldershot. We wish them every success.

We have also been very active on the Range.On 20th and 21st June we held a two-day Bn. Rifle Meeting, 
which was 'a great success.

This should have started on 19th June, but the weather 
was not kind to us and the first day had to be abandoned.

The Clerk of the Weather must have relented on 20th and 
21st, because we were blessed with almost perfect shooting 
weather.The first day was devoted to individual practices and an

open Tile event in which teams from 12th I.T.C., 13th I.T.C., 
and the Gravesend Borough Police competed. No. 1 Coy. put 
.up a.grand performance to win this event.

I will not bore readers with details of each event, but I 
would like to mention the winner's of the total aggregate. 
They were as follows:—

1st: C.S.M. Burnett, score 73.
2nd: Capt. Hallett, score 61.
3rd:: Sgt. Feeney, score 60.

On the second day we held the team events. Although 
some of the teams were rather lacking in skill they certainly 
were not lacking in enthusiam.

Winners of the team events were:—
L.M.G. and Rifle Competition: No. 2 Coy.
Knock-out Tile Competition: NO. 3 Coy.

To wind up a very enjoyable meeting, an Officers versus 
Sergeants competition was held. This resulted in a win for 
the Sergeants by 3 points.

Our Bn. photographer was on the spot and we hope to 
reproduce some photographs in the next issue.

C.R.H.

1st BATTALION BAND
The past month, which has been exceptionally busy, had 

its climax with the London Victory Day celebrations, and I 
don’t think that anyone was sorry to shake the mud of 
Kensington Gardens from their shoes. It rained practically 
the whole time, which somewhat dampened our appreciation of the capital’s attractions.

The parade opened under a threatening sky, with the 
Band of the Grenadier Guards stepping off at the head of the 
marching column, leading the Allied contingent. The com
bined Bands of the Regiment, numbering fifty-three, followed 
by the Band from the Royal Military School of Music, then 
swung in place in the van of the Dominion representatives, 
and from that moment, until the dismiss, the sound of martial 
music did not cease. What has been described as the greatest 
march-past in history was now in full swing.

I must confess that this great parade, the tangible symbol 
of Victory—the National Thanksgiving—did not mean a great 
deal to us. Perhaps that was because the majority of our 
war-time parades were of the “band playing, flags flying” order, 
so that this Victory march could not help but have a sugges
tion of routine to it.

Shortly before we reached the Houses of Parliament the 
column came to a halt, where we rested for half-an-hour. 
Actually, it was a scheduled halt to allow the mobile column 
to take station ahead of us in readiness for the march-past. 
It was one of those occasions on which a smoke would have 
made all the difference. In actual fact, the Canadians behind 
us did smoke, but it wouldn’t do, I fear, for the Mother 
Country to display so human a consideration.

It took little time from there to pass down Whitehall and 
enter the Mall. For as far as the eye could see, there were 
people and flags; other Impressions were of periscopes and 
raucous rattles. Then, suddenly, the saluting base came into 
view on the port beam, and vision registered a host of scarlet- 
bound. hats, innumerable medal ribbons and cap peaks and 
sleeves heavily laden with gold braid. Then the war leaders 
and Chiefs-of-Staff came in sight—Ismay, Wilson, Mountbatten, 
Alexander, Portal, Alanbrooke, and Cunningham. Next in line 
came the Royal Family. Queen Mary seated, the King at the 
salute with his Queen at his side, the two Princesses, beauti
fully dressed and pointing out the various units to one an
other. Not quite past the base yet. Next we saw the Prime 
Minister and Mr. Churchill, both heavily be-medalled, with 
whom sat Mr. McKenzie King and Field-Marshal Smuts.

Then we were past the base and the “Eyes front” was 
given. We continued to the end of the Mall and turned into 
Hyde Park. At this point, rain, which had been threatening, 
began to fall, but the march for us was practically over, 
though the Bands continued playing to the end. The whole 
thing had occupied about two hours, and we reached Kensing
ton Gardens, to thankfully fall out for lunch. Contrary to 
popular belief, we did not sit down to a four-course lunch. 
That report appeared in a London paper, written, no doubt, by 
a reporter who wore rosy-hued spectacles, and who had evi
dently never heard of the A.C.C.And so, my impressions of our part in the Victory March 
come to an end. Apart from a soccer match with the 2nd 
Bn. Band, we have had no sport this month. The weather has 
been in strong opposition. We cannot complain though, The 
weather, after all, is typically English, and we would have no 
other.In early July we are playing for a week at Tunbridge 
Wells, followed shortly after with a week at Whitstable, and 
this ends our correspondence for this month.

Goodbye, everyone. Chota,
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A JOURNEY THROUGH MACEDONIA
I left Salonika early In May for a fortnight’s travelling in 

Northern Greece. My route took me through Serres, Drama, 
Kavalla, Xanthe and Komotini, and from these places, at each 
one of which I was able to stay two or three nights, I drove 
out into the surrounding country.

I shall mention first of all some of the more unusual birds 
that I saw.

From the top of a mountain on the Bulgarian border north 
of Komotini I saw a pair of Golden Eagles. They obviously 
had an eyrie somewhere near, but it was scarcely the place 
to wander too freely, with both Greek and Bulgarian frontier 
guards about, and I did not search for it.

On the marshes near Xanthe was a large white eagle; 
a magnificent bird almost as large as a Golden. There were 
Osprey, Kite and. Buzzards on most of the hills, and Kestrels 
were never out of sight.

It was noticeable that Golden Oriole were more often seen 
just after a rain storm; they have a distinct “chirp, chirp,” 
and look very lovely as they change from a golden yellow to 
turquoise blue in the sunlight. A bird even more beautiful 
is the very rare Blue Jay. I think I saw four on my journey. 
They look much like a cuckoo from a distance, but their 
colouring is unbelievable, varying from a vivid blue on ,the 
back to pink and green on the breast.

In a small pinewood just outside my billet at Komotini 
there were Long Tailed, Great and Coal Tits, Nightingale, 
Whitethroat, Blackcaps, Garden Warblers, Cliff-Chaff, Cirl 
Bunting and lesser Spotted Woodpecker. I listened to the 
chorus one evening and every songster was trying to out-sing 
the other.

In the market square at Kdihotini was a huge beech-like 
tree, I could not be sure what it was, and a Storl; and a Heron 
had neighbouring nests at the top. I climbed to the top of 
a minaret close by and saw the eggs in both nests.

Walking back along the rocky banks of the river near 
Xanthe, I found a Wheatears’ nest; there were Pied, Grey and 
Yellow Wagtail, and Dipper. On the steep banks were scores 
of Wheatear, Winchat, Rock Pipitts and Larks. I surprised 
a brace of Ptarmigan on the mountain above Xanthe and an
other brace near Drama.

Birds I saw from the truck included the Red-backed Shrike and another Shrike I am not spre of; Corn Bunting, Cirl Bunt
ing and Yellow Hammer, Redstart—not common in Greece— 
Green Woodpecker, Common Jay, scores of Magpie, Owls, Turtle 
Dove and Harriers. It is very comical to watch the serious 
long-legged Storks; they walk through the standing corn look
ing for lizards.

I caught a glimpse of a falcon; might have been a Perigrine 
or a Hobby.

Shortly after leaving Salonika the country becomes very 
green and the peasant folk are a great contrast to the less 
contented Thessalonians; they greet one with a smiling 
“Kalimira”—“good morning,” and try to look apologetic for the terrible conditions of their roads.

The road to Serres to Drama passes through some delight
ful country; as yet the earth is not scorched and dusty, the 
crops are at their greenest and the trees and shrubs lining 
the roads are in flower.

Serres, like most border towns in Greece, consists mainly 
of barracks. A ruined castle looks down on the town; builders 
of more than one age have added to the solid five or six feet 
thickness of its walls. This ancient fortress, the scene of 
many a skirmish between Turks, Bulgars and Slavs, is now a 
lovely and peaceful haunt: for Kestrels and Jackdaws; there 
are birds nesting in the thick undergrowth and ivy, and they 
fill the air with their singing.

Serres is a town which appears to have been started and 
never finished. There are half built churches, old houses with 
the second storeys not completed, and new blocks of flats with
out windows or doors. There are a few coal and ore mines 
in the hills, and the rail tracks leading from the pits all seem 
to end before they reach anywhere.

Two hours journey from Serres, climbing most of the way, 
and with very few habitations along the barren, rocky hills, 
the plain of Drama suddenly comes into view.

Drama is a fairly modern town and has grown up around 
the tobacco factories. There is a railhead at Drama and it is 
the centre of the "Turkish” tobacco industry. A Tobacco 
Research Station, a very modern and well built establishment, 
is run by British and Americans. I looked over the station 
and thought it the best organised place I had eeen in Greece;

there was a fine technical library, ^lth books in English, 
German, French and Italian.

The fields, now covered with tobacco seedlings, were 
planned and irrigated; the warehouses were neatly stacked 
with labelled bales of leaves.

Drama must have been important for many years, despite 
its long rows of ugly workers’ cottages, for it is in the centre 
of the plain. It must, in suihmer, be the world’s dustiest town.

The land becomes very marshy at the eastern edge of the 
plain; in the winter' months there are thousands of geese and 
duck. I saw over fifty storks, in the space of about twenty- 
acres. The Greeks believe that the stork is a sign of good 
luck and there is a great rejoicing when a pair nest on their 
cottages. The Stork is not persecuted and has no fear of man; 
he .follows the plough much as seagulls do in England. The 
Stork ts said to be a harbinger, of Spring, and is also a symbol 
of family life for the peasant folk.

It was on thegft marshes that Anthony and Octavius 
defeated the armies of Brutus and Cassius thus terminating 
the Roman Republic.

The city of Philippi, built to commemorate that victory, 
lies in ruins by the side of the road to Kavalla. I climbed the 
hill overshadowing the ruins and could easily distinguish the 
ancient walls, now crumbling, and overgrown, but still there 
to remind us of its former greatness.

The modern road follows the line of the Via Egnatia, along 
which the Roman legions once marched, from Constantinople 
to Rome.

The ruins are several feet below the level of the road. The 
area of the market place and the forum have been cleared, 
and the sites of public buildings and temples can be seen, 
often with marble columns to indicate their importance. These 
ancient ruins seem proud even today and tell of their past 
splendour and importance and remind us of the history in 
their stones. St. j?S-ul established the first Christian Church 
in Europe here and baptised the Christian converts. It was 
in Philippi that St. Paul was imprisoned when an earthquake 
broke open the jail.

There are many fierce electrical storms here in the spring 
of the year. They . Come without warning and last perhaps 
an hour, but seldom longer. At night there are periodic 
lightning flashes across the sky.

St. Paul in his Epistle to the Philippians wrote to thank 
them for their gifts sent to him. The Church had evidently 
prospered since he left.

An arch has been built across one of the main highways 
of the city. It looks to be a Roman triumphal archway, but 
I am told it is of later origin, and probably built during the 
Byzantine era.

On reaching the top of the hills rising from the Drama 
plain a scene of breath-taking beauty is spread out below. 
There is Kavalla and the sea and the dream-like island of 
Thases out across the water. It is a scene of such contrast 
after the rugged and grim country of the hills; the sea appears 
emerald green and there are many small islands In the bay. 
The white houses of Kavalla have vivid red roofs and it appears 
a prosperous and busy little port.

A high rocky peninsula juts out to sea, surmounted by an 
old castle, Kavalla, ,tyas continually plundered by Carthaginian 
pirates, by the Turks and the Genoese. The merchants and 
the families of seamen built a town some miles inland, and 
only the castle was manned to keep the port open. The castle 
was supplied with water by a huge aquaduct, which still spans 
the streets, and water flowed from the surrounding hills.

There are several versions of the story of how Kavalla got 
its name. In ancient times it. was called Neapolls, later it 
became Christopolis-of-the-Byzantines, and later still Kavalla. 
When the Geonans ruled the city in the 11th century they 
may have named it Kavalla because the town is shaped like a 
horseshoe, and the Italian for “horse” is " cavalla.” An old 
legend has it that the,Persian King in the time of Phillip II. 
gave a horse to Phillip’s son, Alexander the Great who was 
proved the only man who could ride him.

The island of Thasos is known for its olives, far larger 
than the olives of the mainland, and for the wine pressed 
there. This wine finds its way to London, to Paris and even 
to America. When Cassius was killed at the battle of Phillippi, 
Brutus sent his body to be buried on Thasos, so that his 
funeral would not disturb the morale of the armies.

St, Paul first landed in Europe at the port of Neapolls,
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His view from the sea must have been as lovely then as now. 
The high mountains that stretch to the Bulgarian border 
would be the background, and he would have sailed between 
the tiny islands at the entrance to the Bay. It is strange that 
the church at Kavalla is not dedicated to the Apostle; when 
the Turks were driven out some money was required for con
verting the Mosque into a Christian church, and the fishermen 
consented to provide it but on condition that the church be 
dedicated to St. Nicholas, the patron saint of fishermen. It is 
said that at one time a plane tree marked the spot where St. 
Paul first landed, but that during one of the frequent Bulgarian 
raids it was cut down.

The road to Xanthe follows a winding course over the 
mountains. In the spring there is a beautiful collection of 
alpine flowers covering the rocky ground, and the air is full 
of the smell of sweet herbs. On the top of almost every height 
is a ruined castle; in this province of Thrace the frontiers of 
several countries have moved to and fro for hundreds of years 
and it has been the scene of constant fighting. This accounts 
for the unsettled nature of the peasants today; there is still 
no feeling of security.

Occasionally there would be a settlement of Armenians. 
These people lead a nomad existence and move up and down 
the mountains, according to the seasons. They move their 
tentage and household goods on caravans of donkeys and mules 
and the herds of goats and ponies follow behind. I am told 
they carry on a great deal of trading in horses and ponies. 
The dress of the women and girls is most picturesque; the 
head-dress is covered in brightly coloured beads.

There is a colony of Armenians in Xanthe; the Greeks 
and Turks both quarrel with them and occasionally there are 
minor riots.

In Xanthe the proportion of Greeks and Turks is much 
the same. They seldom mix socially; the Greeks look down on 
the Turks and the Turks despise the Greeks! The men still 
wear the red fez; a broad red cloth winds round their waist 
and they wear the baggy pantaloons so common amongst 
Moslems. The Turkish women are veiled and are treated much 
as they were centuries ago. The carpets hanging outside the 
bazaars are really well made and the wool is still dyed from 
herbs collected on the hills I was told that the hill folk 
bring down these herbs to sell at the weekly market. Pine 
lace and embroidery work, made by the peasants in the moun
tains. is also brought to the market.

Komotini, some eighty or ninety miles East of Xanthe, is 
even more Turkish. Really it is more Turk than Turkey, since 
the modern Turkey forbids the wearing of the fez. forbids 
purdah, and is most anxious to impress on the visitors that 
Turkey is not Asiatic but European.

There were fifteen minarets in Komotini, and one Greek 
church. Prom the top of a minaret it is seen how the town 
has grown around a Byzantine tower, now just a ruin. On 
the outskirts are the new whitewashed houses of the Greeks. 
A few old Turks sit outside their stalls smoking their “bubbly- 
bubblies,” almost every stall sells carpets, and life is apparently 
just the same as centuries ago.

Prom Komotini I drove up to the Bulgarian border. The 
mountain range across the top of which runs the border, is 
very high and rugged. The roads eventually dwindle to tracks, 
until it is almost too rough for vehicles. There were a dozen 
Greek soldiers at the frontier post, under command of a 2nd 
Lt. The Guard turned out and presented arms to me as I 
walked up. Most impressive, I looked at epaulets! They 
must be very lonely at their post, an unlighted and bleak looking hut.

The Bulgarian post was only a hundred yards away; after 
making friends with the Greeks I walked over the border and 
shook hands all round with the Bulgarians. The officer was 
dressed in German army breeches, a British battledress blouse 
and a bus conductor’s hat. The men were all dressed dif
ferently. The standard trousers were of dark brown woollen 
material and very baggy. The Bulgarians were very friendly 
and I went with the officer for a cup of coffee. We were 
unable to converse and we just grinned and nodded at each other!

The Greeks were most upset that I introduced myself to 
the Bulgarians. They appeared unfriendly to each other.

The view from the jop of the ridge was magnificent; the 
vast, plain to the North was Bulgaria, with ranges of hills in 
the distance; the green tobacco fields and cornlands, the hills and villages of Greece to the South.

Next day I drove from Komotini towards Alexandropolis, 
and turned north to follow the Turkish border. It would not 
have been difficult to get a permit into Turkey had I had time; 
I met the Turkish (Consul in Komotini; he was an Oxford man 
and he played cricket. He asked me to return in the boar 
hunting season; I told him I should try and one day I hope 
1 will. j. Vane (Capt.)

“W hat does Naafi do 
for Serv ice S portsm en ?’’
Naafi runs a special department to cater for the sports 
requirements of the three Services, which not only 
supplies the necessary equipment for all kinds of 
games, but also has a number of sports experts to 
advise units on any matter concerning sports.
Sports gear of all kinds can be obtained by units 
from the Naafi sports warehouses which are to be 
found in a number of centres in the United Kingdom 
and in overseas Commands.
Naafi’s sports service is available to individual sports
men as well as to units, and although shortages render 
it necessary to reserve team game equipment for unit 
use only, with the return of more normal times 
Naafi can offer limited quantities of equipment for 
golf, tennis, badminton and squash rackets for 
individual Service players.
Enquiries should be made to the manager of the 
nearest Naafi Sports Warehouse, Naafi Sports Shops 
overseas, or, in the case of difficulty, direct to the 
Sports Department—

M A F I
RUXLEY TOWERS, CLAYGATE, 
ESHER SURREY
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A CLIMB TO OLYMPUS
The view from the Barracks in Salonika across , the Gulf 

to Olympus is very inviting, and two Corporals arid myself 
decided to attempt the climb.

At 05.30 hrs. on Saturday, the 1st of June, Cpl. A. Lewis, 
Cpl. G. D. Gear, the jeep driver, Pte. Kerridge, my batman, Pte. 
Gardiner, and myself set out on the hundred-mile journey to 
the village of Litokhoron at the bottom of the mountain. We 
took bedding, rations for three days—.the bread was forgotten 
: unfortunately—compass, maps and binoculars.

The road to Katerini, a small market town, was quite 
reasonable by Greek standards. After this, the thirty-odd 
■ miles to Litoklianou was over cart tracks, through streams and 
marshes, and often there was not even a track. On two occa
sions we were pulled through the streams by bullocks!" How
ever, we reached Litokhoron complete with kit at about 1800 
hrs.

Litokhoron nestles in a fold of the mighty Olympus. So 
seldom does a motor vehicle reach it that almost all of the 
ten thousand-odd villagers turned out to see us! It must be 
very lonely and oppressive during the winter, with Olympus 
towering over the village. When we arrived, the top half of 
the mountain was covered in cloud.

We arranged to stay with the Sherriff, where the jeep and 
trailer would be safe. Kerridge.and Gardiner were to stay as 
rear party. The Sherriff and his wife were a dignified, proud 
oid couple. They gave us two rooms and made us very wel
come. The house was spotlessly clean. The eldest son of our 
hosts had been killed by bandits a fortnight before. The 
bandits, remnants of the Elas revolutionary army of 1945, are 
intensely hated by the villagers. During the elections of this 
year the Police Station, and a church had been burnt down, 
and most families had one of their relatives killed.

The bandits are still roaming the mountain, but it is 
made very difficult for them, as all herds and flocks have been 
brought to the valleys and strong patrols are often sent out.

The highest peak of Olympus is Mytika, 2,917 metres. It 
takes two days to reach it, but the journey back takes only 
one day. There is a shack about seven thousand feet up, built 
by the Alpine Club, and this is made in one day. The Sheriff 
found us a willing muleteer, and it was arranged that he 
should arrive at four o’clock the following morning—Sunday. 
After an excellent supper—Alfy Gardiner proved a first-class 
cook—we went to bed.

It was quite dark when Jerry arrived. It was three o’clock!; 
It was a good thing, though, to be on the early side, and Arap, 
the mule, waa loaded up, we had breakfast, and were away by 
four-thirty.The first day’s climbing was very steady, but we covered 
almost twenty miles to climb the seven thousand-odd feet. It 
was truly wonderful country, well wooded, covered with bright 
alpine flowers, and full of bird’s song. There were springs 
and streams or ice-cold water at frequent intervals, and to a 
thirsty climber it is finer than the choicest wines.Resting by the side of a waterfall, with nightingales and 
blackcaps bursting in song, and all the colour of trees and 
flowers, no one can wonder why the Greek shepherds still hear 
the pipes of Pan and believe that the gods still live on Olympus.

Sometimes the mountain track was too rough for the Arap 
and we had to unload our kit and carry it across' the difficult 
places. The last thousand feet was really taxing. We had 
to cross frozen snow and the going was difficult. We could see 
the hut; it was so near and yet so far! It was almost 1800 
hrs. when we finally reached the shack, and after a brew and 
some excellent M. and V.—even M. and V. is good on some 
occasions—we were ready for sleep. We locked the door and 
Jerry was anxious that the pistol was handy—he was more 
afraid of bandits than we were, but then he knew more about 
them.At three-thirty the next morning we watched the sun rise 
from across the Bay, and we set off for Mytika. Most of the 
way was snow covered, but the top five hundred feet, oddly 
enough, was clear. Had it not been so it would have been 
impossible to reach the peak.The air was very rarefied; it was warm climbing, but even 
a short rest made us quite cold. The last two hundred feet 
were a difficult climb and we had to be particularly careful, 
as the rock was crumbly. It took over an hour to negotiate 
this last climb, and it was ten o’clock when we reached the 
top of Mytika. The view was beyond description. The plain 
of Larrissa was spread out to the South .and West; beyond the 
plain were the snow-capped mountains of Southern Greece; 
to the North were the Bulgarian and Jugoslavian frontier 
mountains. To the East the blue waters of the Gulf ' of 
Salonika, fringed with mudflats and salt pans. We felt in 
truth "on top of the world,” and up here the doings of man

seemed petty, the hand of Nature all-powerful. A Greek flag 
was flying on the peak; it had been there since 1930. We added 
to the cairn and then began our journey back.

The shack was reached within two hours, and much of 
the way we were able to slide down the snow drifts. Even in 
June it would have been possible to ski up there.

Jerry and Arap were collected at the shack, and after a 
meal we set off to the village. The three of us, tired and burnt 
by the sun, were feeling in high spirits and very satisfied.

Going downhill is harder on the feet, I thought, than 
climbing; and taking short cuts instead of sticking to the 
winding paths is bad policy. We saw lefts of black and white 
squirrels, a pair of noisy ravens, a pair of dipper sitting by a 
stream, hoopoe, buzzards, kite, and a pair of very large, dark- 
brown eagles. The collection of wild flowers would have done 
justice to Paradise.We were back in the village by seven o’clock that Monday 
evening, and after an enormous meal, prepared by Gardiner 
and the lady of the house, we received the many visitors, all 
willing to pay vast sums for a lift to Salonika.

J. Vane (Capt.).
------- ♦-------

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & DEATHS
BIRTHS

ARCHER. — On May 29th, 1946, at the Maternity Hospital, 
Gloucester, to Jean, wife of Maj. M. G. M. Archer, M.C.— 
a son, David Edward.

HUNWICK.—On May 20th, 1946, at Greenwich North, to the 
wife of Pte. R. Hunwick—a son, Alan Reginald.

DICKER.—On May 4th, 1946 at Hastings, to the wife of Sgt.
A. Dicker—a daughter, Christine Jennifer.

MARRIAGES
HALL—TROTMAN.—On June 1st, 1946, at Lambeth, London, 

Pte. G. Hall to Ivy Amelia Trotman.
WEST—HARLING.—On June 1st, 1946, at Redhill, Pte. E. West 

to Daphne Beryl Harling
WELLS—CROWHURST.—On June 8th, 1946, at Belvedere, Pte.

P. Wells to Barbara Joyce Crowhurst.
LAMB—BATCHELOR, — On June 15th, 1946, at Maidstone, 

2nd Lt. R. W: Lamb to Georgina Mary Batchelor.
BRAY—MADELEY.—On May 11th, 1946, at Sydenham, London,

S.E.26, Pte. P. Bray to Betty Jean Madeley.
DICKSON—HOOKER.—On June 15th, 1946, at Welling, Kent, 

Pte. K. Dickson to Peggy Doreen Hooker.
HAWKINS—DORE. — On June 22nd, 1946, at Tottenham, 

London, Pte. P. Hawkins to Pauline Josephine Dore.
SEARLES—GILLINGS.—On June 29th, 1946, at Potters Bar, 

Middlesex, Mr. H. L. Searles (late Q.O.R.W.K. Regt.) to 
Doris Hilda Gillings.

DEATHS
BOSOAWEN.—On June 1st, 1946, at 6, Cottesmore Gardens,

W.8, passed peacefully away, Sir Arthur Griffith Boscawen, 
Privy Councillor, lately of Pangboume Lodge, near Reading, 
adored husband of Phyllis and dear father of Penelope, 
aged 80 years.

IN MEMORIAM
LATIMER.—In lasting remembrance of Hugh Latimer, only 

son of Henry Arthur and Kate Latimer, Scholar of 
Brasenose College, Oxford; 2nd Lt., 3rd Bn., Royal West 
Kent Regiment. He fell at the Battle of the Somme on 
this day thirty years ago, aged 19 (3rd July, 1916).

BURKE —June 5th. Remembering our darling Pat, Pilot Officer, 
R.A.P., so precious and beloved, killed flying on duty, aged 
24; also Michael, Major, R.W.K. Regt., his most dearly loved 
younger brother, killed in action, Tunisia, 1943, aged 23. 
“Two wonderful sons.”

■------- ♦---—
PERSONAL.

ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT, MALTA, December, 1941, 
and January, 1942.—  Did anyone know Sgt.-Observer 922248 
Derek Howard Phillips, Blenheim Mark IV. 7652, 18 Squadron? 
Missing Malta, 7th January, 1942, or helped rescue planes, 
Lugua, etc. —Please write Mrs’. Phillips, 18, Elm Park Road, 
London, S.W.3.
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THE  S CH O O L  OF  INFANTRY

“Without Infantry you can do' nothing, nothing," to quote 
words used by Field-Marshal Montgomery—and what a diverse 
and varied job it is.

The need for a central place for learning it and for 
experiment has long been felt, and it has' taken a second 
World War to achieve it. The Royal Artillery have always had 
their shoot at Larkhill, the Sappers Chatham, but not so the 
Infantry.

The School of Infantry was originally formed at Barnard 
Castle as a Battle School and moved down to Warminster early 
in 1945. Here it was joined by the N.C.O.’s School from 
High Legh and Warrington.

The School now consists of a Headquarters, the Officers’ 
Wing and the N.C.O.’s Wing, each commanded by a full Colonel.

The Officers’ Wing is divided into the Coy. Commanders’ 
Course and the Platoon Commanders’ Course, and can take 
about 180 officers on the two courses.

The N.C.O.’s Wing is organised into eight Training Coys., 
each of which carries out some type of course. Last year- 
three types of course were running: — Instructors’ Course, 
Junior Leaders’, and Senior N.C.O.’s Tactical Course, but at 
present all Infantry Schools (i.e., Hythe, Warminster and 
Trawesfynydd) are running the same type of N.C.O.’s Course 
to meet the very urgent need by Bns. of N.C.O. Instructors, 
Hythe having a special Wing for this purpose. The Advanced 
Handling and F'ieldcraft School now at Trawesfynydd is moving 
soon to more congenial surroundings, it is believed in Devon
shire.

One great advantage to the Infantry arm is that Hythe, 
Netheravon and Trawesfynydd all come under the Comman
dant School of Infantry (now Brigadier Alston-Roberts-West). 
This makes for very much greater cohesion in the doctrine for 
the training of Infantry. The School at Warminster is well 
provided with demonstration troops, having a Bn. of Infantry, 
a Battery of Field Artillery, a Machine-Gun Coy., Mortar and 
Carrier Platoon, Wasps, as well as a Squadron of Tanks. Air 
support is also forthcoming when required. There is a
G.S.O. II. for each fighting arm of the Service, who also act 
as Instructors for their arm. A full-scale demonstration of a 
Bn. attack, etc., can thus be given with all supporting arms.

The barracks at Warminster were completed in 1938 for 
two Bns. of Tanks, and consequently have large numbers of 
huge tank hangars which have been converted very skilfully 
by German labour into cinemas, lecture halls, model rooms, 
and so forth.

The photograph below shows the central portion of the 
School buildings, with the edge of Salisbury Plain in the 
background.

A visit was received last August from Field-Marshal Mont
gomery, who inspected the School and gave a very interesting 
talk. Readers may like to hear his story, a true one, about the 
German Field-Marshal and his baton:—■

“. . . . Speaking of German officers, I had not met any of 
their Field-Marshals until after the surrender. I’ve met quite 
a number since and I’d like to tell you a story that concern;/ 
one of them.

“A certain British Brigadier arrived on a captured airfield 
to find this German Field-Marshal standing stiffly to attention 
in the middle of it, complete with baton and with a lot of 
German troops scattered around the edges of the airfield. The 
Brigadier went up to him and ordered him to get his people 
together and march them off. This high-ranking German 
officer simply stood there, baton in hand, and said ‘I am a 
German Field-Marshal.’ The Brigadier told him in pretty 
strong terms that he didn’t care who he was; he’d better 
collect his men and march them off. Still the German didn’t 
move; he just stood where he was and said ‘I am a German 
Field-Marshal.’

“Well, the Brigadier was a hot-tempered chap. He got 
angry, snatched the baton out of the German’s hand and hit 
him over the head with it. It was to such good effect that the 
baton broke in pieces. Later that day, when he had calmed 
down, the Brigadier thought to himself ‘What have I done? 
I have struck a Field-Marshal.’ So he decided he had better 
report to his Divisional Commander and confess to this awful 
thing. When the Divisional Commander had learned what had 
happened, he said to the Brigadier ‘And you broke the 
Marshal's baton over his head. Have you any of the pieces?’ 

“The next day it came to my ears that this Brigadier had 
struck a German Field-Marshal, and I went along to see his 
Divisional Commander. I said to him ‘What is this I hear 
about . . . .  breaking a baton over a German Field-Marshal's 
head ’ The Divisional Commander said ‘Yes, that is right, 
Sir. He did.’

“Then I said ‘Have you any of the bits?’
“Afterwards, when I came over to England, the King men

tioned to me that he’d heard a German Field-Marshal had had 
his baton broken over his head. I told him it was so, and the 
King said ‘Have you any of the bits?’

“The best thing about this story is the fact that it is 
completely true.” * * * *

The School is well provided with sports fields as well as 
with two large swimming pools, and there is a cinema theatre 
in which some excellent stage shows are seen in addition to 
films. The intention is that Warminster shall become in every 
way the Infantry home, which all those concerned with train
ing Infantry soldiers will visit whenever they can—visitors are 
indeed very welcome at any time—and thus will the Infantry 
speak with one mouth and eventually, in peace as well as in 
war, maintain its rightful place as “the cutting edge of the 
battle,” by being properly represented and obtaining its re
quirements in men, weapons and equipment. J.M.H.
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“KING’S CORPORAL”: MYTH OF REALITY
BY MAJOR T. J. EDWARDS, M.B.E., 
late The Worcestershire Regiment.

Taking a broad view of literature Hansard may not he 
regarded as entertaining reading for servicemen, yet 
occasionally it contains an item which is arresting even for 
soldiers. One such item, like a flower in the desert, appeared 
in October, 1944, and it referred to the legendary rank of 
“King’s Corporal.” By way of definition we may say that 
the expression “King’s .Corporal” throughout this article 
embraces, for the sake of brevity, the kindred expressions 
of "King’s Sergeant,” “Queen’s Corporal” and “Queen’s 
Sergeant.”

Here is the item from Hansard to which reference is made :
“Mr. Wootton-Davies asked the Secretary of State for 

War the total number of King’s Corporals; how many have 
been created during the present war; what are the rules 
and conditions governing the rank, together with the award 
and privileges; and whether he can give a list of such King's 
Corporal’s together with the reasons for the appointment 
in each case.

Sir J. Grigg : ‘Extensive investigations have failed to 
disclose any factual basis for the suggestion made from time 
to time that there is, or has been within living memory, any 
such rank as King’s Corporal.’ ”

This reply must have caused the eyebrows of many 
service and ex-service people to shoot up in surprise for 
any one with the briefest contact with army life knows 
full well that such a rank has existed, or did exist, for many 
years : or, has it?

Having made considerable researches into this subject 
perhaps it would be as well to describe them, at least our 
early experience, at once. In the early days of the Great 
War of 1914-18, the Transport Sergeant, an old regular 
reservist, of a new Army (Kitchener) Service Bn., at Fovans 
Salisbury Plain, was noticed wearing a coat-of-arms, very 
much resembling the present rank and badge of a Warrant 
Officer Class I, just above his .three stripes. On being asked 
the reason for this he replied that he was a King’s Sergeant, 
having been promoted on the field in South Africa and that 
was the badge officially approved for that rank. Moreover, 
he asserted, that being a "King’s Sergeant” he could not 
be reduced from that rank without the King’s approval. The 
matter was taken up with Brigade H.Q., etc., the reply came 
back that the sergeant’s story was a fable, that he must 
take down the coat-of-arms badge forthwith, and down it 
came.

In 1921 the same question arose officially at the War 
Office, and, with the aid of the then Librarian, the late Mr. 
Huddlestone, we carried out an extensive search into every likely 
regulation, warrant, letter, etc., etc., in an effort to discover 
some official basis for this somewhat common belief. We 
drew a blank.

Like most people who had served a few years in the 
army we had heard of “King’s Corporals” but had never 
met one in the flesh, at least one whose romantic rank 
would stand up to official. scrutiny.

The matter came to life again in 1935, when a question 
appeared in the “Journal of the Society for Army Historical 
Research” (p. 245), asking for details of the rank and the 
distinguishing badge worn by K ing’s Corporals. In 1936, 
in the Spring number of that Journal (p. 62) the following 
appeared, in reference to the question, quoting from the “Naval 
and Military Record” of a few years previously :

"There was an official suggestion in 1901 to the effect 
that soldiers who had distinguished themselves in war-time, 
but were uHsuited to be N.C.O’s. in peace-time, should be 
given some mark of distinction on the right arm, preferably 
an embroidered band, carrying with it a step in rank whilst 
actually on active service, with additional pay, and a donation 
of £10 at the end of it. some members of the War Office 
committee who sat to consider the proposal objected to the monetary grant, urging that such was derogatory to the 
soldier, but one of them pointed out that ‘Lord Roberts 
had not hesitated to accept £100,000, so I cannot see why 
a soldier should object to receive £10.’ The idea, however, 
was not adopted, though some men were specially promoted 
in the field in the later stages of the Boer War, and were 
generally known as ‘Kitchener’s Sergeants.’ ”

Although the expression “Kitchener Sergeant” was new 
to us it does seem to contain the germ of the idea from 
which sprang that of “King’s Sergeants.” Regimental 
histories, usually a fruitful field for information of this 
kind, were searched but without positive result. General

Sir Francis Davies, the author of the standard work on the 
Sergeant Major, was consulted, but he confessed that he 
had never heard of the alleged rank, although he joined the 
Grenadier Guards in 1884.

Great prominence was given in the Press to the above- 
mentioned Question and Answer in the House which soon 
brought a crop of letters from Generals, Colonels, etc., 
expressing the utmost surprise that the Secretary of State 
for War had never heard of the rank of “King's Corporal.” 
To support their statements they quoted "known” cases in 
which they were concerned in some way. We have followed 
up these cases with the appropriate Record Offices and 
ascertained that in no instance has any man been officially 
described as a "K ing’s Corporal.” Articles appeared in the 
provincial Press on the subject, and the writers described 
their interviews with some relative or friend of a "K ing’s 
Corporal.” It seems rather odd that so many “brothers, 
sons, cousins twice removed” type of relative could always 
be found to make a definite assertion regarding a “King’s 
Corporal” but none that was actually produced in flesh.

A writer in "The Derbyshire Times” for the 1st December, 
1944, does not appear to have a Very profound knowledge 
of army administration when he writes:“If by the term ‘factual basis’ the Secretary of State 
for War means that there is no documentary evidence to 
support the existence of the rank, it appears that his ruling 
cannot be disputed. On the other hand, as reported last 
week, the concensus of opinion that there were ‘King’s 
Corporals’ in the last war and before, is such that it cannot 
be discarded as imagination on the part of the ‘old sweats.' 
There is a possibility, however, that the ’rank’ was one 
which existed in the minds of the ranks, but which had 
no official recognition amongst the multitudinous clauses of 
King’s Regulations and the like.”

We are not aware that such matters are regulated by 
canteen yarns of “old sweats.”

Then there is the picturesque story of the C.O. who 
reduced a “King’s Corporal” in rank, upon which the soldier 
bet him five pounds that he would regain his stripes within 
a fortnight, and won his bet. This one was impossible to 
verify because no regiment, unit, details of the N.C.O. or 
place where it occurred were mentioned. To sum up 
according to our researches there has never been any mention 
of the rank of “King’s Corporal,” or similar rank, in the 
K ing’s Regulations or Royal Warrant for Pay. neither has 
any Record Office to whom we have. referred cases for 
verification traced in any soldier’s official documents a refer
ence to the supposed rank.It’s a pity to debunk such a pretty myth but until 
it gets clothed in a little more Substance it will have to 
continue in company with other myths such as the Loch 
Ness Monster.

By kind permission of the “The Army Quarterly.”
-------- f - -------
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NAAFI NON-STOP VARIETY

New ideas are the life blood of Naafi.
They come from the troops through Club Suggestion-boxes 

or Canteen Committees; from canteen personnel through 
Naafi’s Staff Suggestions Scheme; from entertainment and 
catering experts who, during the war years, brought their minds 
to bear on the job of building morale.

The need for morale-building, less urgent in peace than in 
war, is still present. Naafi's job now is not only to bring 
civilian amenities to those already in the Services, but to help 
reshape off-duty life in the Navy, Army and Air Force so that 
the young men entering any branch of the Forces can look 
forward to a really attractive career.

With many original ideas already operating, Naafi continues 
to introduce others whenever practicable. Ideas which could 
only be experimental during the war because of shortages and 
restrictions, can now be developed.

One of the most successful has been “Voices of the 
Forces,” enabling Naafi. Clubmen overseas to record messages on 
gramophone records and post them to their families.

In some clubs the recording-machines have been installed 
in "telephone boxes” in which you can speak your message 
privately into a hand-telephone. In others you can send away 
a record with your portrait on the back. The Naafi Club 
portrait-photographer was already a busy man when “postal 
records" were introduced; it required only a brainwave to 
marry the two services so that wife, mother or sweetheart 
could receive an envelope containing both voice and picture 
of a man overseas.

Also immensely popular is “Say It With Flowers," whereby 
bouquets ordered in overseas clubs are delivered to womenfolk 
in Britain on specified dates. Naafi accountants have handled 
thousands of orders under this scheme.

Equally welcome are Naafi Club Sightseeing tours. From 
Clubs at which the scheme operates, coaches leave regularly— 
invariably full—for tours of local landmarks. Local guides 
travel in the coaches, and Naafi arranges teas and snack- 
meals on the way.

Naafi’s venture into tourism embraces water as well as 
land trips. At Tobruk, members of the Forces have enjoyed 
trips around the harbour. Pleasure-steamers, “Southend 
Belle" and “Brighton Belle,” provide BAOR men with glimpses 
of German waterways. At a Berlin lakeside club, rowing- 
boats and even water cycles could be hired, soon after our 
entry in the German capital.

Artists and musicians in the Forces have found an outlet 
in modern clubs at home and abroad. Piano-practice-rooms 
may be booked by pianists wishing to practice privately. At a 
club in Italy, violins were made available. For gramophone 
enthusiasts, there are gramophone-rooms and the best records, 
enabling the individual or a small group to enjoy recitals 
without interruption. In some instances, instrumental or 
vocal recitals have been recorded and sent home under the 
“Voices of the Forces” scheme.

In Art Rooms, introduced where the demand existed, 
artists in battledress have spent hours painting, sketching and 
modelling, the materials and models being part of the free 
service. Elsewhere service artists have been encouraged to execute 
murals and other painting, paints and brushes being provided 
by Naafi. Although full-time artists are engaged on brighten
ing clubs and canteens, the contributions of Service patrons 
have done much to bring colour and gaiety to drab walls. 
Exhibitions of art and handicrafts have been organised success
fully at some clubs.

One club has its Camera Circle, another its Dramatic 
Society. All have debates and quizzes. There is always a 
library stocked with non-fiction as well as fiction.

A real brainwave has been the mobile-libraries, which have 
proved immensely popular in BAOR. Another Club brainwave 
was the “Share Your Local Paper” scheme, whereby troops 
receiving copies of provincial newspapers place them finally in 
pigeon-holes, each bearing the name of a British county or 
town, so that troops who hail from the same part of Britain 
may share the news from their home-towns.

“County Visitors’ Books” was another innovation. In this 
case, club visitors’ books had pages devoted to particular areas 
of Britain. A Yorkshireman visiting the club looks under 
“Yorkshire” to see if anyone from his county is in the club. 
Introductions of the same sort have been effected by means 
of the club loudspeaker system,

Information Bureaux set up in all Naafi Clubs have 
helped visitors in many ways. Here you can book not only 
for club sightseeing tours, if any, but also book seats for local 
theatres. You can obtain information about local plays and 
films, times of trains and buses, accommodation-addresses for 
visiting relatives. Some clubs exhibit large maps of the towns 
in which they are situated, enabling visitors to find their way 
easily to the railway-station, Post Office, bus terminus, museum 
and so on.

Western Desert mobile canteens nad radios fitted in their 
sides, and desert troops listened to the news as they took 
their refreshments in the welcome shade of canvas awnings 
which were let down from the van’s roof. Letter-boxes in 
Naafi mobiles enabled troops to post their letters home.

When Naafi struck a new note by opening a chain of 
dance-halls in Western Europe, they even provided dance- 
hostesses, carefully selected from local girls, when Auxiliaries 
were not present to provide partners.

Another brainwave was “Club Impromptu Night," when 
visitors took over the microphone for five minutes each and 
staged impromptu “turns.” Yet another was the “Party 
Room”—a room kept specially for the staging of parties to give 
a send-off to members being demobbed. Dancing lessons by 
ballroom experts have been another welcome innovation in 
many clubs.

Other novel ideas introduced by Naafi in recent years are 
the clothes pressing and repairing service; shoe-shine boys; 
electric-irons for Servicewomen; foreign language classes; 
“shopping advice” and “conducted shopping tours”; talks by 
well-known lecturers; and postcards showing views of the 
Clubs for visitors to send home.

In some overseas clubs there have been “Pin Up Baby 
Contests,” in which Servicemen and women pinned up on a 
board snapshots of their babies, cash prizes being awarded 
for the bonniest infants.

One Rome Club introduced indoor horse-races, another had 
skating.

In Naafi Gift Shops overseas, Service men and women 
may select gifts for home from a wide range of fancy goods— 
manufactured locally and sold at little above cost price. 
Profiteering local bazaars, which in other days fleeced troops 
overseas, have been stamped out by Naafi Gift Shops, where 
customers may also avail themselves in many cases of a “post 
home” service.

Naafi has done much to relieve the tedium of train 
journeys with its railway club-buffet-cars. A bright idea on 
the Medloc route was the naming of these buffet-coaches after 
British trains—“Cornish Riviera,” “Flying Scot,” and so on. 
Small things, perhaps, but, like the paintings in overseas 
Clubs of British scenes and British ways, it brought a breath 
of home to men who have been too long absent.

It is impossible in a short article to do justice to all the 
ingenious ideas, which flow into Naafi Headquarters and quickly 
become actualities whenever practicable. Suffice it to say that 
they have given Britain an easy leadership in its social-centres 
for the Services.

H.H.

EYES RIGHT NOTICE5
If you want your Evening Wear, 
Sports Wear, or in fafct anything 
Laundered expertly, send to the

Maidstone & District Laundry Go., Ltd.
Loose Road, Maidstone.

Telephone : M a id s ton e  3020
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"Quo Fas et Gloria Ducunt.”
BATTLE HONOURS BORNE ON THE REGIMENTAL COLOUR :

The Sphinx, superscribed “Egypt.”
“Vimiera,” “Corunna,” “Almaraz,” "Vittoria,” “Pyrenees." “Nive.” “Orthes,” “Peninsula,” “Punnlar,” “Moodkee.” 
“Ferozeshah,” “Allwal,” “Sobraon,” "Alma,” "Inkerman,” “Sevastopol,” “Lucknow,” “New Zealand,” “Egypt, 1882,”

“Nile, 1884-85,” “South Africa, 1900-02,” Afghanistan, 1919.”

BATTLE HONOURS BORNE ON THE KING'S COLOUR :
“Mons,” “Ypres, 1914, T5, T7, T8,” “Hill 60,” “Somme, 1916, T8,” “Vimy, 1917,” “Italy, 1917, T8,” “Gallipoli, 1915,”

“Gaza,” “Defence of Kut A1 Amaia,” “Sharqat.”

THE GREAT WAR BATTLE HONOURS—18 BATTALIONS :
“Mons,” “Le Cateau,” “Retreat from Mons,” “Marne, 1914,” “Ainsne, 1914,” “La Bassee, 1914," “Messeines, 1914, ’17,” 
“Ypres, 1914, T5 T7, 18," “Hill 60,” “Gravenstavel.” “St. Julien,” "Frezenberg,” “Loos,” “Somme, 1916, ‘18,”
“Albert, 1916, T8,” “Bazentin,” “Delville Wood,” “Pozieres,” “Guillemont,” “Flers-Courcelette,” “Morval,” “Thlepval,” 
“Le Transloy," “Ancre Heights,” “Ancre, 1916, T8,” Arras,” 1917, T8," “Vimy, 1917,” “Scarpe, 1917,” “Oppy,”
“Pilckem,” “Langemarck, 1917,” “Menin Road,” “Polygon Wood,” “Broodseinde,” “Passchendaele,” “Cambrai, 1917, ’18” 
“St. Quentin,” “Rosieres,” “Avre,” Villers Bretonneux,” "Lys,” “Hazebrouck,” "Kemmel,” “Amiens,” “Bapaume, 1918,” 
“Hindenburg Line,” “Epehy,” “Canal du Nord,” “St. Quentin Canal,” “Courtrai," “Selle,” “Sambre,”
“France and Flanders, 1914-18,” “Italy, 1917, T8,” “Suvla,” “Landing at Suvla,” “Scimitar Hill,” “Gallipoli, 1915,”
“Rumani,” “Egypt, 1915-16,” “Gaza,” “El Mughar," “Jerusalem,” “Jericho," “Tell ’Asur,” “Palestine, 1917, T8"

“Defence of Kut A1 Amara,” “Sharqat,” “Mesopotamia, 1915-18.”

TE&itoriat
Owing to the paper shortage our Printers have been 

unable to obtain sufficient cover paper for this issue of the
Q.O.G. Some copies will therefore be covered with a 
different paper. It is hoped, however, to obtain supplies 
of the normal cover paper in time for the October issue.

We wish to congratulate Major J. D. Burrows, M.B.E., 
on being appointed a Captain of Invalids to the Royal 
Hospital, Chelsea

The Q.O.G. is normally posted about the 16th or 17th 
of each month. Any subscriber who does not receive his 
Gazette by the 20th of the month is requested to inform 
the Editor.

We are still having a number of copies returned each 
month marked “Gone away.” Subscribers are earnestly 
requested to notify any change of address.

We are pleased to have received visits during the month 
from: —

Lt.-Col. D. E. B. Talbot, D.S.O., M.C., who is now 
attending a course at the Naval Staff College, Greenwich.

Capt. C. G. Forrester, R.A. (late 1st and 2nd Bns.) who 
is Q.M. of 124 Indian General Hospital, Sumatra, is home 
on short leave.

Lt.-Col. H. P. Braithwaite, D.S.O., who recently re- 
linguished command of the 1st Battalion, is now on release 
leave.

Lieut. (Q.M.) H. G. Wilkins who is employed with the 
Army Postal Service, 1, Army in Italy, who is home on 
short leave.

Lt.-Col. B. E. Hazleton, D.S.O., M.C., who is home 
from West Africa.

The Editor acknowledges with thanks receipt of the 
following Journals: —

The Dragon.
The Eagle.
The Sapper.
The Snapper.
The Tank.
The Globe and Laurel.
The R.A.O.C. Journal.
The St, George’s Gazette.
The R.A.S.C. Journal.

Subscription rates: —
Officers 9/- per annum, post free;
Other Ranks 5/- per annum, post free; 
Single Copies 5d., post free.
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LETTERS TO  THE EDITOR
Prom Lt.-Col. A. McGill, O.B.E.,

2, Plympton Road,
Brondesbury,

London, N.W.6.
Dear Sir,

An Officers’ Club to be called the “Clover Club” is being 
formed in the U.K. for Officers who have served with 8th Indian 
Division. The intention Is to hold an Annual Dinner and Re
union In London.

The Secretary of the Club will be Lt.-Col. A. McGill, O.B.E.. 
2, Plympton Road, Brondesbury, London, N.W.6, to whom all 
applications should be sent.

59, Arden Street,
Gillingham, Kent.

Dear Sir,
After a lapse of seven years, It was fine to renew old 

comradeships at our re-union, held at Maidstone on Sunday, 
July 28th. I thought, alike no doubt as many others present, 
that it was in this same parade ground where we went through 
our recruit drill, where In March, 1900. the Army Reservists 
formed up to proceed to Aldershot and join the 2nd Bn., 
then under orders fpr the South African War. In 1890 there 
were three Sgt.-Majors serving at the Depot, Sgt.-Major Brown 
(Black Jack), Sgt.-Major Barrow’s and Sgt.-Major Locke, the 
last two named being of the 3rd and 4th Militia Bns. From 
what I observed and was told of the varied diet of the soldier 
to-day, caused my mind to go back to what our rations were 
in 1890. In 1890 a private soldier’s pay was Is. a day. and 
our rations were lib. of bread and -Jib. of meat. Out of the 
daily Is., threepence was stopped for extras. There were several 
other stoppages besides, so one was lucky to clear sixpence a 
day. Beer and tobacco were cheap. Beer lJid. a pint in the 
canteen, and tobacco 3d. an ounce. I had the pleasure of 
having a chat with the Colonel of the Regiment. Sir Charles 
Bonham Carter, Brigadier-General Rodney Styles, Colonel 
Woulfe Flanagan, Mattie Audsley and many others. I heard 
many regrets expressed at the absence of Hoppo Bass, our 
Regimental poet of long ago. Knowing him as I do. I feel sure 
that It was circumstances beyond his control that kept him from 
being with us. Several present were over eighty years of age : 
Gen. Rodney Styles (83), Mattie Audsley (81), and Sgt. Relf 
(Chelsea Pensioner), who is in his 81st year. The photo 
which was taken of those who served In the N.W. Frontier 
of India, 1897, and the South African War, 1900-1902, will, I 
feel sure, be treasured by those nearest and dearest to us 
after we old fellows have answered the last ‘'Roll Call." There 
was an old comrade present who had served in the Egyptian 
Campaign of 1884. He should have had a place in the photo, 
but he could not be found in time. I take this opportunity of 
thanking the Editor of the “Gazette,” and also Major Eason, 
who kindly ensured that my suggestion for a photo to be 
taken was agreed upon. I am in my 74th year, and if I can 
only equal the age of some of those present, I shall hope to 
attend quite a few more reunions of our Regiment.

Yours respectfully,
W. WILLIAMS, EX-No. 2879.

---------> ---------
RELATIVES’ ENQUIRIES

Will anyone who can give any information regarding Sgt. 
Observer D. H. Phillips, R.A.F., please communicate with Mrs. 
Phillips, 18, Elm Park Road, London, S.W.3.

Sgt. Observer Phillips and his two companions, Baker (pilot) 
and Hilliyam (air gunner and wireless operator) flew out on a 
reconnaissance flight from Malta on the 7th January, 1942, 
from which they did not return.

It is just possible that some member of the 2nd Battalion 
who was employed on helping with the rescue planes in Malta 
at that time may be able to give Mrs. Philips further details 
concerning her son.

Notice published in “The Times,” Wednesday, 5th Juno, 
1946 :

Royal West Kent Regt., Malta, December, 1941, and January, 
1942.—Did anyone know Sergeant Observer 922248 Derek 
Howard Phillips, Blenheim, Mark IV 7652, 18 Squadron? 
Missing, Malta, 7th January, 1942, or helped Rescue Planes, 
Luqua, etc.?—Please write Mrs. Phillips, 18, Elm Park Road, 
London, S.W.3.

R.W.K. MEMORIAL FUND
FIRST LIST OF DONATIONS.

£ S. a.General Sir Charles Bonham Carter, G.C.B., C.M.G.,
D S .0 ..................................................  10 0 0

Captain W. W. Stitt .................................  i i  0
Mrs. K. Cheale ......................................... io o 0
E. R. L. Edwards, Esq...................................  1 1 o
Sir Herbert B. Cohen, Bt., O.B.E........................  3 3 0
Major C. H. Wild .................................... 2 2 0
Mr. and Mrs. M. C. W. Thomas ..................... 2 2 0
Miss E. W. Goodney .................................... 10 0
No Name ?????   1 0
Colonel W. V. Palmer .................................  5 0 0
Mrs. II. G. Laurence .................................  1 1 0
Mr. and Mrs. F. G. Goldfinch .......................  1 0 0
C. H. Walker, Esq.........................................  3 3 0
colonel C. F. Hitchins, D.S.0........................... 5 5 0
G. G. Thorne, Esq......................................  5 0
Brigadier P. M. Robinson, C.B., C.M.G................. 5 0 0
Brigadier-General Rodney Style ..................... 5 0 0
Lieut.-Colonel H. Walter Style ..................... 10 0 0
Colonel R. J. Woule-Flanagan, D.S 0.................  5 0 0
Mrs. Hemsley ......................................... 10 0
R. I. O. Bellingham, Esq................................ 1 0 0
Lieut.-Col. F. K. Theobald ............................  1 1 0
Mrs. F. K. Theobald .................................... 1 1 0
Lieut.-Col. G. E. L. Pardington, T.D. ................  2 0 0
A. J. Wiles, Esq..........................................  1 1 0
R. L. Mercer, Esq.........................................  1 0 0
P.M.O., 2nd Battalion .................................  5 19 0
P.R.I., 2nd Battalion .................................  125 6 0
Captain Sir Derrick W. E. Watson, Bart., T.D..........  10 0 0
W. Rouse Esq............................. 1..............  10 0
Major P. E. M. Shaw .................................  21 0 0
J. Henry Taylor, Esq..................................... 5 5 0
Past and Present Association, R.W.K. Regt............ 100 0 0
Lieut.-Col. H. N. Edwards, O.B.E....................  5 5 0 '
Major H. B. H. White, D.S.0...........................  5 5 0
Major De S. H. Lewis Barned, M.C.....................  2 2 0
O. C., “K” Coy., 13 I.T.C. ..........................  2 10 0
Captain H. P. Johnson ............................... 2 2 0
Major J. M. Du Buisson ............................  10 0 0
Major R. G. C. Brock, O.B.E..........................’ 5 0 0
A. Sofield, Esq............................................  2 6
Officer i/c Sergeants’ Mess, 13 I.T.C.................. 75 0 0
P. R.I., 13 I.T.C........................................  24 8 3
Major and Mrs. R. Love ............................... 2 2 0

£480 3 9
-------+-------

THE QUEEN’S OWN 
PAST & PRESENT ASSOCIATION

DEPTFORD & DISTRICT BRANCH
Re-union.—Once again we have foregathered on the old 

barrack square for an annual re-union—the 8th, and the first 
since 1939. Many old faces were missing this time for many 
have “passed over” since last we met. There were a good 
sprinkling of the younger members of the Association, those 
of the 1939-45 war, which augers well for the future of the 
Association. We want the young blood in our branches to 
take over the reins from us old ’uns. One photograph taken 
during the afternoon should be of great interest. It was of 
veterans of the 1897-8 Punjaub Frontier Campaign and the 
1899-02 S. Africa Campaign. Our Chairman, H. Bilby, M.M.,
M.S.M., represented our Branch, having served in S. Africa.

Meetings.—We are still continuing to have successful and 
well-attended meetings on the last Saturday in each month at 
the Brown Bear, High Street, Deptford, commencing at 8 p.m. 
We extend a hearty invitation to all members and ex-members 
of the .Regiment to come along and "have one/’

Thanks.—Deptford wish to tender their sincere and hearty 
thanks to the Hon. Secretary, Major A. Eason, Sgt. J. 
Greenbaum and all who worked so hard to make such a 
successful and happy day for us all. Sincere wishes to all 
members Past and Present, “Paddy Doyle.”
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Promotions and Appointments
EXTRACTS FROM WAR OFFICE ORDERS. 

PROMOTIONS.
The undermentioned W.S. Lts. (A/Capts.) to be T/Capts.

R. C. Miller (136551), 11th Oct., 1941,
A. V. Kibler (354369), 20th June, 1946.

(Extract from W.O. Order No. 27, dated 4th July, 1946).
The undermentioned W.S. Capt. is re-granted T/Maj.

G. W. Duffield (126810), 27th April, 1946.
(Extract from W.O. Order No. 27, dated 4th July, 1946).

The undermentioned 2nd Lts. to be W.S. Lts.
E. W. Gillott (360750), 28th June, 1946.
R. K. Bishop (360798), 5th July, 1946.

(Extract from W.O. Order No. 27, dated 4th July, 1946). 
The undermentioned W.S. Lt. (A/Maj.) to be T, Capt and 

W.S. Capt.
L. R. E. Sayle (176335), 21st May, 1945.

(Extract from W.O. Order No. 28, dated 11th July, 1946). 
The undermentioned W.S. Lt. (A/Capt.) to be T/Capt.

B.A.O.R.).
I. C. Burbridge (311924), 14th Dec., 1945.

(Extract from W.O. Order No. 28, dated 11th July, 1946). 
The undermentioned Lt. (A/Capt.) to be T/Capt.

J. A. Myers (112894), 30th June, 1946 (B.A.O.R.).
(Extract from W.O. Order No. 29, dated 18th July, 1946).

The undermentioned W.S. Lt. (T/Capt.) (A Maj.) to be T/Maj. 
and W.S. Capt. (B.A.O.R.)

W. V. Turner (142806), 15th April, 1946.
(Extract from W.O. Order No. 29, dated 18th July, 1946). 

The undermentioned W.S. Lt. (T/Capt.) (A/Maj.) to be T/Maj.
and W.S. Capt.

A. T. Tilott (126966), 25th Jan., 1946.
(Extract from W.O. Order No. 29, dated 18th July, 1946).

The undermentioned W.S. Lts. (A/Capts.) to be T/Capts.
H. J. Smith (242185), 26th Nov., 1945.
X. C. Burbridge (311924), 14th Dec., 1945.
A. K. Jockel (323059), 12th Jan., 1946.
D. J. Cooper (321373), 25th Jan., 1946.
J. B. Faulkner, M.C. (326263), 25th Jan., 1946.
S. E. Shrubshall (271317), 1st Feb., 1946.
W. Ramsbottom (296599), 4th April, 1946.
G. A. Anthony (323839), 21st May, 1946.
J. F. Phethean (331206), 15th July, 1946.

(Extract from W.O. Order No. 29, dated 18th July, 1946). 
The undermentioned W.S. Lts. are re-granted T/Capt.

R. F. Reinholdt (292754), 18th Feb., 1946.
L. S. C. Dunmall, M.C. (284572), 17th April, 1946.
J. D. James (41693), 5th May, 1946.

(Extract from W.O. Order No. 29, dated 18th July, 1946). 
The undermentioned Lt. (A/Capt.) to be T/Capt. 

(B.A.O.R.).
R. G. Bensted (70830), 15.th Dec., 1945.

(Extract from W.O. Order No. 29, dated 18th July, 1946). 
The undermentioned 2nd Lts. to be W.S. Lts.

M. A. F. Hiles (364072), 6th July, 1946.
B. A. Richardson (362114), 26th July, 1946.

(Extract from W.O. Order No. 30, dated 25th July, 1946).
The undermentioned Capt. is re-granted T/Maj. 

(C.M.F. Orders).
J. A. Eason (72416), 12th Dec., 1945.

(Extract from W.O. Order No. 30 dated 25t,h July, 1946).
EXTRACTS FROM WAR OFFICE ORDERS.

RELINQUISHMENTS.
The undermentioned has relinquished T/rank in India Orders. 
W.S. Lt. (T/Capt.) R. C. Miller (136551), relinquished T/Capt., 

26th Nov., 1943.
(Extract from W.O. Order No 27, dated 4th July, 1946).
The undermentioned W.S. Maj. (T/'Lt.-Col.) relinquishes 

T/Lt.-Col.
G. P. Fawcett (52628), 11th April, 1946.

(Extract from W.O. Order No. 29, dated 18th July, 1946).
C.M.F. Orders.

Capt. (T/Maj.) J. A. Eason (72416) relinquishes T/Maj. 8th 
Nov., 1945.

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 30, dated 25th July, 1946).

COMMISSIONS.
The undermentioned Cadets to be 2nd Lts., 7th April, 1946. 
14932154 Anthony Vance Galloway (368655).
14837512 Martin Stane Boswell (368674).
14864383 James George Morton (368691).
14905350 Charles Richard Clark (368731).
14632112 Ronald George Ellis (368143), 1st June, 1946.
14441958 Rodney Earle Collins (368186), 1st June, 1946. 
14820677 Sydney William Searles (369420), 9th May, 1946. 
14904621 Robert Henry Ingles (369-421), 9th May, 1946. 
4926719 Albert Frederick Myerson (369311), 28th April, 1946. 
6108670 Donald Warburton Rennison (369358), 28th April, 

1946.
EXTRACTS FROM LONDON GAZETTE. 

PROMOTIONS.
The undermentioned Capts. to be Majs., 1st July, 1946.

A. Martyn (44138).
D. H. Andrews, M.C. (44032).
L. F. W. Jackson (44932).
H. G. Jennings-Bramly (44822).
(War Subs. Maj.) G. G. Elliott (45027).
W. E. F. Tuffill (47675).
(War Subs. Maj.) H. J. S. Brooke (47525).
(War Subs. Maj.) B. E. Hazelton, D.S.O., M.C. (52666). 
(War Subs. Maj.) G. P. Fawcett (52628).
E. C. Spurr (50960).
B. J. R. Stoneham (50961).
C. H. Keenlyside (58169).
R. E. Moss (52268).

The undermentioned Lts. to be Capts., 1st July, 1946.
B. C. Chandler (77669).
(War Subs. Capt.) D. C. J. Manners (69809).
(War Subs. Capt.) H. B. II. Waring (121060).
P. N. Elgood (108197).
(War Subs. Capt.) M. G. Hughes (108197).
T. V. Upton (358549).
W. C. D. Crumplin (112838).
J. A. Myers (112894).
(War Subs. Capt.) J. A. Eason (72416).
H. W. Clarke (138423).
War Subs. Capt. J. R. Gibbs (366463), from Ind. Army, to be 

War Subs. Capt., 1st July, 1946, retaining his present 
seniority.

EXTRACTS FROM LONDON GAZETTE
RELINQUISHMENTS.

War Sub. Lt. R. D. H. Pillitz (330204) relinquishes his commn. 
on account of disability, 28th June, 1946, and is granted 
the hon. rank of Lt.

War Subs. Lt. R. S. McCleary (323701) relinquishes his commn., 
30th May, 1946, and is granted the hon. rank of Capt.

MEMORANDUM.
Lt.-Col. H. Peploe, D.S.O. (8708) empld. list (late R.W.K.) retires 

on retired pay, 26th June, 1946, and is granted the hon. 
rank of Col. --------- 4---------

TEN T  CLUB
The Regimental Tent was once again available to members 

at the Mote Cricket Ground during the Maidstone Cricket 
Week, 24th to 30th July, for the first time since 1939, when 
Kent were playing Lancashire and Middlesex.

Some excellent cricket was witnessed by a number of 
members and their guests. Amongst those who attended 
were :

General Sir Charles and Lady Bonham-Carter, Brig.-Gen. 
and Mrs. P. M. Robinson, Major and Mrs. Lewis Barned and 
family, Brig.-Gen. and Mrs. Rodney Style, Major and Mrs. 
Flint, Mrs. Oliver, Lt.-Col. and Mrs. Edwards, Col. Palmer and 
family, Col. Buchanan-Dunlop, Lt.-Col. and Mrs. Talbot, Lt.-Col. 
Howe, Capt. Rogers, Lt.-Col. Knatchbull, Mrs. Howlett, Mrs. 
Savilie, Col. and Mrs. Pulveiman, Major Snelgrove, Col. 
Wingfleld-Stratford, Brig, and Mrs. Western, Brig, and Mrs. N. I. 
Whitty, Lt.-Col. and Mrs. Coe, Col. and Mrs. Crook, Lt.-Col. 
Lees, Mrs. Macklin, Major and Mrs. Eason, Major and Mrs. 
Allfrey, Major-Gen. Riddell, Capt. Balyea (Carlton and York 
Regt. of Canada), Lt.-Col. Clay, Capt. and Mrs. Haynes.

Flowers for the Tent were kindly provided by Mrs. Styles, 
Mrs. Macklin. Mrs. Lewis-Barned, and Mrs. Allfrey.

Next year it is hoped that we shall be able to have a 
separate tent for tea, as was the custom before the war, 
which will enable us to again invite many of the old friends 
of the Regiment.
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SWORI) OF HONOUR PRESENTED TO 
GENERAL DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER, G.C.B., O.M.

By The Corporation of the City of London, 12th June, 1945.

Designed and supplied b y : The Goldsmiths and Silver
smiths Company, Ltd., 112, Regent Street, London, W.l; 
Designer: R. J. Day; Blade by : The Wilkinson Sword Com
pany.

The design, is inspired by the Crusaders’ Sword of 
Liberation, adopted by General Eisenhower, to be borne on 
the shield of The Supreme Command shoulder flash.

This flash, showing the Flaming Sword, appears on the 
embrazoned scabbard near the hilt, in true colours on gilt. 
Laid on the first crossed ribbon of silver, richly gilt are the 
five stars of rank.

The second crossed ribbon is adorned with the Order of 
Merit in true coloured enamel mounted on gilt, on which 
are the Ci'usaders’ Swords, crossed.

The central position of the scabbard has the full Arms 
of the Corporation of London, all in true colours enamelled 
on gilt and resting on the crossed tie of ribbons of silver, also 
richly gilt.

The scabbard, of crimson morocco leather, is protected 
on each side by a strongly guaged wire of silver. It is also 
protected by a fourth crossed ribbon and a silver chape 
guarding the point of the sword.

The hand wrought blade of steel is enhanced by a finely 
engraved inscription, deeply cut into the blade, all the letters 
being richly gilt.

The grip and pommel are embellished with gold wire, 
bound and entwined with crimson leather.

On the shaped boss holding the guillions or guard Is 
placed the initial “E,” in reversed cypher, in gilt, resting 
upon a background of azure blue enamel with the American 
Eagle at the back.

The guard of the sword, following exactly the sword on 
the flash, is ornamented with a simple suggestion of the 
English Oak in low relief. This is the inscription that 
appears on the blade :

Guildhall—12th June, 1945. Presented by the Corporation 
of London to the General of the Army, Dwight D. Eisenhower, 
G.C.B., O.M., Supreme Commander of the Allied Expeditionary 
Force.

1st BATTALION BAND
With the engagement season in ful swing, there is little 

Band activity to record. Engagement season means the playing 
of two programmes a day, and a succession of late nights, 
which hardly forms material for a “Buster” write.

We have just completed a week at Tunbridge Wells, during 
which time it was discovered that more pretty girls of Kent 
live in the precincts of Tunbridge Wells than in any other 
town. Whatever the reason for that—if there be one—they 
proved to be a distracting element to the Band whilst on the 
stand, but made ample amends by proving to be equally dis
tracting when the Band were off the same. They were "fair 
enough” to be sure.

A vote of censure is due to be passed on the actions of 
one of our members who, while being a conscientious chappie 
in every respect, tends to take a thing too far. In the 
present case, he passed out on a C.O.’s Passing Out parade. 
However, he received no commendation for his literal interpre
tation of I.T.C. orders.

Many were the theories put forward as a solution to the 
strange conduct of “Poe,” but the fact that he had recently 
summered in Baghdad, seems to rule out the “sun theory.”

Perhaps many old 1st Bn. bandsmen will be in Maidstone 
to hear their band on Sunday, when we lead the re-union 
church parade, and later play selections on the Back Field in 
the Barracks, while past and present members of the Regt. 
gather together at what we hope will be a successful post-war 
re-union.

The Band executed a well-appreciated concert at Sheerness 
yesterday, in the Pavilion Gardens. The audience was one of 
the most attentive to which we have yet played. Especially 
applauded were the renderings by Bdsm. Orri Sant, our concert 
pianist of the ever-popular “Warsaw Concerto” and “Rustle of 
Spring,” and at the evening performance of "Clair de Lune” 
and the “Ritual Fire Dance.” The latter is an extremely 
difficult piece to play, and the audience was not slow to mark 
its approval of a most capable interpretation.

One question of passing interest concerns Dmr. Allwood. 
Will he or won’t he? Perhaps even Titoh doesn’t know.

This is all for this month. Best wishes to everyone 
everywhere.

Chota.
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: News from Battalions :

I St BATTALION
RE-INTRODUCTION OF THE COLOURS OF THE 

1st BATTALION.
An article on the re-introduction of the Colours was pub

lished In the July Issue; unfortunately photographs of this 
memorable occasion were not received In time to include 
them with the article. Three photographs are published 
in this Issue. (Editor).

--------- f ---------
The past month has been comparatively uneventful for 

the Battalion. We are still residing at the Technical Barracks 
just outside Salonika, quite close to the sea. It is, of course, 
very hot here now, and the pleasant sea bathing so conve
niently near is welcomed by all.

There has been a considerable amount of movement in 
and out of the Battalion recently. A large number of the old 
and familiar faces have left us to return with their owners to 
civilian life. We have also seen the arrival of several young 
officers. We all welcome them into the Battalion and hope 
their stay will be a happy one.

It is with the deepest regret that we announce the death 
of Lt. Philip Noel Usticke, who lost his life so tragically whilst 
attached to Brigade H.Q. as Intelligence Officer.

Since our last contribution, the Battalion has been very 
active in the sporting world. We have had some good Cricket

and Hockey matches; our Tug-ofWar Team is still on top, 
and we -were very successful in the recent Brigade Swimming 
Gala. In fact we have at the moment quite a nice credit, 
balance to our sporting account.

“A” Company
It was our good fortune to be the first visitors to the 

Battalion Rest Camp at Mikhaniona. From mid-May to mid- 
June we spent a glorious four weeks by the sea—and in it. 
Although we put in some very useful work on our improvised 
range, the highlights of our visit were the two outings in a 
caique oil which we had some magnificent bathing and our 
parties in the local “Restayrant."

Well tanned by the sun, we have now returned to do our 
share of the many guards and duties in Salonika.

Release Has not greatly reduced our numbers, but we have 
lost many old friends : Captain Parnacott, Sgt. O’Flynn of the 
sixth Battalion, Ptes. Farmer, Parry and Baum have left us, 
and we wish them the best of luck in their “Civvy Street” jobs. 
We welcome those members of C Company who have joined 
us, and also Captain Macmillan, who has replaced 
Captain Parnacott as 2 i/c. 2nd Lt., Pritchard has joined us 
from the Hampshir.es. and we welcome him to. the fold. Lt. 
Hills has joined us from the M/T and takes over nine platoon.

We have benefited in the realm of sport from Sgt. 
Hamilton's untiring work both on and off the field, and the 
straight bat of our Company Commander, Major P. J. R. Harris, 
who has brought our cricket team to victory on several occa-

THE COLOUR PARTY
Lieut. R. Barnes (King’s Colour) Lieut. G. M. Smyth (Regimental Colour) 

Sgt. R. Conrath * C.S.M. L. Relf Sgt. G. Austin
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sipns. The Company has also held Its own In football and 
cricket.

We are glad to hear that Pte. Mancini, whose unfortunate 
accident marred our first few days at the Rest Camp, Is now 
getting on well.

“B” Company
Any old member of "B” Company would be amazed at the 

innumerable changes in the Company during the last two 
months. All the old familiar faces (this is not the title of a 
song!) are going, and now it is quite an event to see a man 
wearing a ribbon on a ceremonial parade.

Our latest list of departures includes many well-known 
personalities. Sgt. “Bob" Evans (Gannet), Cpl. Norman, Cpl. 
Batchelor (Wog), L/Cpl. Smith, and Ptes. George and Scott. It 
came as a shock to them to be wakened at midnight, and told 
they were going on Python next morning, the Company office 
working all night to get them oif. Though we shall miss 
them, they go with our very best wishes. We also say good-bye 
to our bird-watcher and 2 i/c Capt. J. Vane, and we hope he 
is happily settled with his feathered friends on his farm.

The main Company news is o f the recent move to the Bn. 
Summer Camp, situated on top of the cliffs overlooking 
Salonika Bay and Mount Olympus. It is a delightful camp 
area and very close to the sea. Life in the Summer Camp has 
a number of advantages; guards are less frequent and it is 
cooler and far more pleasant under canvas than in barracks. 
We “Soldier” in the mornings, swim (or sleep) in the after
noons, while the evenings are spent on the sports field. The 
little village close by has two or three gpod cafes, which are 
duly patronised. Cafes in Greece, of course, have little in com
mon with those at home. Drinking rather than eating is the 
rule. It would be a feast for the eyes of those at home to see 
the Samos, Vermouth and Champagne which are both plentiful 
and cheap. When, however, we do mix food with our drinks, it 
is Inevitably the old favourite “Eggs and Chips,” rather than 
the olives and garlic so necessary to the Greeks.

Finally, the Company extends a very hearty welcome to 
two new officers, 2/Lts. Cnitty and Smith, and hope they may 
soon feel at home.

“C” Company
As a result of Bn. reorganisation during the past month, 

the Company presents an entirely different aspect. We are no 
longer a rifle Company, but now are wholly made up of em
ployed personnel, such as mess orderlies, cooks, bootmakers, 
clerks and so on. This has also resulted in a depletion of our 
strength, which has caused a corresponding falling off in our 
sporting and social activities. However, we have still 
managed to contribute to the Battalion’s elevens, both in 
cricket and football.

Our Company Commander, Capt. Frost, is still at the helm, 
though he is now Education Officer as well, both jobs keeping 
him well occupied. The partnership of C.S.M. (Pupos) Wooley 
and C.Q.M.S. (Doug.) Myland, we are happy to say, has not 
been broken up.

We congratulate Gpls. Grimmer and Court on getting their 
third. Sgt. (Billy) Bailey has left us to take up an appoint
ment in Athens, and we wish him the best of luck.

We hope by next month to have found our feet and make 
good the brevity of this month’s contribution.

Support Company
During the last month there has been little change in ’S” 

Company; old faces continue to leave us. We hope sincerely 
that their return to civilian life will be a successful one.

Thanks to numerous guards and sundry duties, both the 
social and sporting life of the Company .during this last month 
has become practicaly non existent. One highlight in an 
otherwise uneventful month was the granting of one large 
“NAAFI”—issued in bulk, upon which day all junior. L/Cpls. 
had hopes of reaching the glorious and dizzy height of Cpi. 
.(Unpaid) 1 Promotion was granted to Cpl. Bradshaw, now 
L/Sgt„  to L/Cpls. Bennett and Odell, now Cpls., and finally to 
Ptes. Funnell, Barnes and Bradshaw—the latter appear to be 
very proud of the solitary one!

We have had pne new arrival from Egypt this month, 
Lt. Taylor, ex-South Staffordshire Regt. (we know now where 
the pile of sand came from that we found on the office door)!
C.S.M. Benn has finally taken a well-deserved rest and gone to 
Athens on leave.

It is with regret that we announce the death of Pte. (Lou) 
Bates, who died from a serious accident. We extend our

sympathies to his relatives and loved ones. The funeral was 
attended by the entire Company and by many of his friends 
from the ex-sixth Bn., who all paid their respects to a fine 
soldier and a grand comrade.

In conclusion, we wish the very best of luck to all old 
“Support” men, hoping they may read this article.

“H.Q.” Company
The month of June has brought a disturbing event, i.e., 

Company Muster Parade at 0645 hrs. Yes, in full view of the 
rest of the Battalion. When "Father” calls the roll—what a 
show!! There’s batmen whose only parade in the past has 
been for pay, cooks in their glistening "whites,” M.T. suitably 
greased up, and salvage men (we are swagger now—used to be 
sanitary), itching to get at it, and hosts o f other tradesmen, 
classified and otherwise!

“Father” is putting the screw on the company by volun
teering to assist a barbed wire removal effort.

R.S.M.’s Drill Parade is nothing to H.Q. One can always 
pick out H.Q. personnel, the on e being "T.T.”—in fact, they 
are so smart the R.S.M. always asks "Father” for a few men for 
guard (boosting up morale he bails it).

We welcome to the company 2/Lt. D. Farrar and hope his 
stay will be a pleasant one; we won’t say a long “one,’’ even 
though he is deferred three months.

In the way of sport, our “Bumpy” is getting quite a 
number of goals at football; in fact he has a better average 
than most of our batsmen; thanks mainly for his inspiration, 
the Battalion team has commenced to climb the league ladder. 
Hockey—we take them all on, and have had some very good 
games with “A" and “C.” The present moment efforts are all 
in the direction of swimming, and our team is looking forward 
to the Battalion Gala.
SPORTS COMMENTARY

The past month has produced some fine performances by 
members of the Battalion in all spheres o f Sport, which has. 
helped to make us very popular in the Division. Although our 
records are by no means brilliant, we have yet to give an 
opposing team a bad game.

Cricket is the main topic of the day, and our ground is 
reputed to be the best in Salonica. Capt. Macmillan, our 
Sports Officer, is kept very busy answering enquiries from 
neighbouring units for permission to use our ground. Each 
game we play produces a better team from the Battalion, and 
when the forthcoming Oricket League starts we hope to 
give a good account of ourselves. The following are members 
of the team : Major HARRIS captains the side and is Very keen. 
He is a very good bat and has played some fine innings. Capt. 
BURKE keeps wicket in a manner which amazes the spectators. 
No matter how fast the bowling, he stands right on top of the 
wicket. He is our opening bat and has knocked up some 
formidable scores. Capt. MACMILLAN is one of the three left- 
hand batsmen we have in the team, the others being Ptes. 
WOODCOCK and LEWIS. Lewis fields at point and has brought 
off some magnificent catches. C/Sgt, KNELLER has had very 
good figures for both his batting anid bowling. Our two 
medium pace bowlers are Cpl. SAVILL and Sgt. LEVY. Recent 
successes hav*e given them very good averages.

The weather these days has put paid to many Football 
games, but we still manage to play a Bn. game once a week. 
Although we are low down in the league, we have won the last 
five games. Unfortunately they were friendlies. Since Sgt. 
“Bumpy” Tester has returned to the Bn., his feet have put 
the ball into the net countless times. His successes include 
4 goals against 1st Bn. Buffs, 3 against 173 Fd. Park Coy. R.E., 
and 3 against the Salonica University team. We have said 
goodbye to our captain, Pte. “Chopper” Sewell, who has gone 
on release, and we have a worthy successor in Pte. “Darky" 
Ehrlich, Goalkeeper L/C Oniel has played some grand games 
lately, being ably assisted by the defence in L/C Lloyd, Sgt. 
Hamilton and Pte. Crellln. Our forwards include L/C Bigger- 
staff at inside-right-. It is a pleasure to watch him and 
“Bumpy” Tester begin a movement. It usually ends in a goal 
being scored.

Hockey has given way to Cricket, but we still hold Coy. 
games. H.Q. Coy. took into their heads to play the rest of the 
Bn. Many thought they were going a bit too far, but they 
gave an excellent account of themselves and were unlucky to 
lose 5—4. Against “A" and “C” Coys., H.Q. were held to a draw. 
“C” Coy., with their star players' in C.S.M. Woolley, C/Sgt. 
Myland and Sgt. Wheatley, gave “A” Coy. a good game, and 
beat them by the only goal scored.

Athletics has been a lot to the forefront lately, and during a 
recent Brigade meeting we supplied the winner of the 5,000
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metres in Pte. MacSweeney. He won by over a lap. Major 
Harris obtained first place in the Discus, throwing just over a 
100 feet. In the 200 metres sprint, C/Sgt. Kneller and Sgt. 
Gosnell came 2nd and 3rd respectively, and in the Hurdles 
Sgt. Nunn and Pte. Crellin were a very close 2nd and 3rd behind 
the winner. Putting together a scratch Tug-of-War team from 
the Bn.’s spectators, we pulled Bde. H.Q. and 2nd R.F., winning 
both by two straight pulls. The Bn. took 3rd place at the end 
of the meeting. “Julie.”

-------- ♦---------

2nd BATTALION
During last month the Bn. has been occupied In settling 

down in its new surroundings at Brunswick. Swimming and 
Cricket are in full swing and our long-awaited horses have 
turned up and, although in a somewhat depressed state on 
arrival, should come along very well.

Majors M. B. Rickord and M.G.M. Archer have returned 
from the U.K., and we welcome 2/Lt. Birch, who has joined 
us from Maidstone. With sorrow we have said "Good-bye” to 
Capts. A. H. Ford and P.R.S. Scott. Capt. A. H. Ford had 
commanded “H.Q.” Coy. since December, 1945. Capt. P. R. S. 
Scott had been I.O. and latterly with “C” Coy. We wish both 
these Officers and all the other Class “A” and “B” releases all 
the very best in "Civvy” Street. Capt. D. H. St. Croix, our old 
Adjutant, has gone to Div. H.Q., but still comes to see us from 
time to time. Major “Kip” Keenlyside visited the Bn. and 
spent a night in the mess whilst on his way to Hamburg.

It was with regret that we heard that we were losing 
our C.O., Lt.-Col. D. E. B. Talbot, D.S.O., M.C. Lt.-Col. Talbot 
has commanded the 2nd Bn. Queen’s Own since June, 1945. 
and every one of us wishes him “God speed” in his new tasks at 
the Royal Naval Staff College. At the same time we welcome 
Lt.-Col. D. B. Rooke, M.C., who has returned to the Regiment 
after an absence of two years. He has been Commanding the 
7th Bn. The Hampshire Regt., and we are sure that he will 
find the 97th as pleasant a Command as his previous one.

The two main sporting events of the month were, firstly, 
the Div. Athletics meeting, in which the Bn. team was placed 
fourth in a field of seventeeen and, secondly, the Div. Swim
ming, in which the Bn. again gained fourtn place. We also 
had the pleasure of acting as hosts for four days to a team 
from the 1st Bn. Grenadier Guards, which won the 30 Corps 
Athletics.

We were very sorry to hear of the death, shortly after his 
return to the U.K., of Major Stevens, who, as Adjutant and 
“A” Coy. Comander, had served in the Bn. from October, 1944, 
to March, 1945. We extend our deepest sympathy to Mrs. 
Stevens.

It is also with the deepest regret that we have to announce 
the death of Pte. Crighton, R., who died as the result of an 
accident which occurred whilst taking part in a raid on a D.P. 
Camp. Our sympathy goes to Mrs. Crighton in her sad loss. 
Pte. Crighton joined the Bn. 15th June, 1945, and was serving 
in “B” Company.

“H.Q.” Company
Once again Operation Demob, has robbed H.Q. Coy. of some 

fine men. First of all Capt. A. H. Ford ("nobody tells me about 
these things), the Coy. Commander; and Capt. St. Croix, our 
late Adjutant, who is now Staff Capt. A. at Div. H.Q. We have 
also said good-bye to our beloved Golour-U/Sgt. Cooper, Sgt.. 
Halpin, the Unit Education Sgt., and Sgt. Wright, C.O.S.

We should like to wish them all the very best of luck for 
the future.

At last we have located a suitable site for a cricket pitch 
and are slowly getting the game under way; a bit late perhaps,

HEADQUARTERS, 2nd R.W.K., B.A.O.R
but better late than never. We may even be able to teach 
some of these stubborn Germans this great old English game. 

Another Bn. competition has been easily won by the Coy.: 
this time swimming. Our proud team included Lt. Revel! 
Rio, Sgt. Banham, A.C.C., Cpl. Messenger, L/Cpl. Goodsall, and 
Pte. Shorroek (now Mr. Shorroek). Considering how little 
time they had for practice, they did very well indeed, and 
we heartily congratulate them all.

We should also like to congratulate our members of the
[continued on page 171

BUMPH INCORPORATED
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EIGHTH REGIMENTAL RE-UNION
THE BARRACKS, MAIDSTONE

A C H E L SE A  pen sion er pa raded  w ith veterans o f  the 
latest o f  great wars, and genera ls m arched sh ou lder 
to sh ou lder w ith ex-privates at the e igh th  reg i

m ental re-union o f  The Q u een’s O w n  R oya l W est K ent 
R eg im en t, held at M a idstone, on  Sunday, July 28ih.

V eteran s o f  many wars and cam pa ign s paraded  on 
the Square o f  the Barracks, where they w ere in sp ected  by 
the C o lo n e l o f  the R egim en t, G en era l Sir Charles Bonham- 
Carter, iG.C.B., C.M .G., D.S.O.

A s w ell as the standard bearers and a con tin gen t 
fr om  the D ep ot, the 1st, 2nd, 4th, 5th,- 6tb, 7th, 8th, 10th, 
11th and 12th Batta lion s w ere w ell represen ted on  the 
parade.

A lso  on  parade w ere represen tatives o f  H om e  G uard  
O ld  C om ra d e s’ A ssoc ia tion , affiliated to the R egim ent.

A dd ress in g  the parade, the C o lo n e l o f  the R eg im en t 
sa id  that it w as the first re-union s in ce 1939. It w as g o o d  
to  see su ch  a la rge attendance.

S tressing the im portan ce o f  the re-union, he expressed  
the h op e  that all presen t w ou ld  try to g e t th ose o f  the 
R eg im en t they knew  to attend the re-union year after year.

“It is important, b ecau se we o f  the R eg im en t know  
that w e ge t ou r jo b s  d on e  becau se w e have a w ay o f  pu ll
in g togeth er w h ich  is qu ite out-standing, and if  there is 
ev er a tim e when this coun try  has g o t  to pu ll together, it is 
n ow ,” he said.

T h ey  h oped , and every on e in this coun try  h oped, that 
the re lation s betw een  the nation s w ou ld  be  m ore  c o 
operative.

But, thanks to on e  very p ow er fu l nation, they saw 
that p ow e r  p o lit ic s  w ere ru ling the affairs o f  the w orld  
o n c e  more.

A nd if  p ow er p o lit ic s  ru led the affairs o f  the world, 
th is coun try, w h ose  in flu en ce sh ou ld  a lw ays be in the right 
d irection , m ust b e  strong.

• tk :
Tha t w as on e  rea son  w hy they shou ld  stick together, 

and there w as another reason. W hen they met, year after 
year, they m et their o ld  pa ls and they fo r g o t  ab ou t the bad 
tim es they had had and rem em bered  the g o o d  tim es they 
had spent.

W e had had tw o great wars. “Let us m ake th ose wars 
p lea san t m em or ie s  w hen w e m eet fr iend s o f  real value,” 
sa id  S ir Charles. “Let us rem em ber th ose tim es and ren ew  
th o se  friendsh ips.” .................

A t the end o f  this year h e w as g iv in g  up his p o s it ion  
as C o lon e l o f  the R eg im en t, S ir Charles revealed. A t 
the next re-union they w ou ld  have another C o lon e l, but 
he h op ed  to  c om e  to the re-union h im se lf year after year.

A  te legram  fr om  H er M a jesty the Q ueen  addressed  
to all ranks, past and present, w as read by Sir Charles. 
H er M a jesty thanked the R eg im en t fo r  their k ind m essa ge 
o f  lqyalty and devotion .

T e leg ram s o f  gree tin gs and g o o d  w ishes w ere a lso  
rece ived  fr om  the 1st, 2nd and 5th Battalions.

L ed by  the band o f  the 1st Battalion, under Band
m aster M cK enna, the p a rade m arched  th rough  the streets 
o f  the tow n  to A ll Saints’ Church, w here a short m em or ia l 
serv ice w as held.

C H U R C H  S E R V IC E

The M ayo r (A lderman W. Day), A lderm en, and C o r 
p o ra tion  attended the service, w h ich  w as con du cted  by  the 
vicar, C an on  A. 0. Standen.

C an on  Standen sa id  that lustre had been  added  to the 
nam e o f  the R eg im en t du rin g the pa st war.

P rayers w ere o ffe red  fo r  all serv in g in the R eg im en t 
in m any parts o f  the w orld. T h e hymns, “A ll p e o p le  that 
on  earth d o  dw ell,” “Praise, m y sou l, the K in g  o f  H eaven ,” 
and “O  G od , ou r help in ages past,” w ere sung to the 
a ccom pan im en t o f  the band.

A t the end  o f  the serv ice the parade re- form ed in 
M ill Street and m arch ed  to  the w ar m em or ia l in B ren ch ley 
Gardens.

A  w reath  from  the Past and P resen t A sso c ia t io n  o f  
the R eg im en t w as la id  on  the m em or ia l b y  S ir Charles 
Bonham-Carter.

“Last P o st” w as sou n d ed  and a tw o m inu tes’ silen ce 
in m em ory  o f  the fa llen  o f  the R eg im en t w a s observed, 
fo llow ed  by  “Reveille.”

A  w reath fr om  the M ayor, A lderm en, and C o rp o ra t ion  
o f  M a id ston e  w as la id  on  the m em or ia l b y  the M ayor, 
after w h ich  the parade returned to  the Barracks.

T h e rem ainder o f  the day w as d ev o ted  to  s id esh ow s 
and entertainments, at w h ich  a la rge num ber o f  w iv es and 
ch ild ren  o f  pa st and presen t m em bers o f  the R eg im en t 
w ere the guests.



THE QUEEN’S OWN GAZETTE.172

“B” Company
After four weeks in Barracks the Battalion has been 

organised to such an extent that the Coy. has chased many a 
rabbit while feigning Platoon attacks. Once again the plains 
around Brunswick are echoing to the sound of rifle fire, but 
the only people who run now are the butt-markers, who, 
finding themselves with less hair than is usually left by the 
Regimental Barber, prefer the wrath of the W.T.O. to the 
unerring accuracy of the firers. Nevertheless, it should be said 
that, judging by the amount of mud on posterior’s of N.O.O.s 
and men alike, really intensive training must have been in 
progress at some time.

With the inevitable toll taken by Class “A” release, many 
old faces are fast disappearing, but equally fast are new 
countenances taking their place, and although we may laugh 
behind our hand at such group numbers as 72c, we do extend 
to all newcomers a hearty welcome and may their stay be 
happy and prosperous.

Sports within the Battalion have only recently re-com
menced, and it is hoped that it will be in full swing before 
much more water falls on Brunswick, with "Baker” well in the 
lead. The Coy. football team, under the supervision of Major 
Rich—our erstwhile Coy. Commander—and Cpl. Dimmick, is 
expected to rise to the heights of glory now we have four 
Battalion players from the R.W.P. in the Coy.

By the advent of 32 Group’s release, the Coy. suffered a 
severe loss with the departure of L/C "Ben.” His greatest 
boast was that he was the senior Local Lance Corporal in the 
Div., and after two and a half years in that capacity, who can 
doubt it? Although it was suspected he knew more of the 
Underground movement in the Uslar area than did the P.S.S., 
he has eventually arrived in “Civvy Street.” So from all in 
“Baker” go wishes of good luck to “Bennett of Uslar”— 
and may he never have cause again to partake of the C.O.’s 
supper!

And so on this theme we send to all ex-members of 
“Baker” Coy. best wishes and good luck for the future.“Chic.”

“C” Company
Once again we pen the wierd and wonderful happenings 

that have taken place during the past month.
First of all the sports news: As usual “C” Coy. is well 

represented and to the fore in most of the present sports. 
Cpl. Wright and Pte. O’Leary have been chosen to compete in 
the 5 Div. Individual Championships taking place at Hanover 
—we wish them every success, and may they bring more 
honour to the sports-famed Company.

Football: Our cup winning team has again been victorious 
—this time over “D” Coy., score 6—3 (goal scorers—Cpl. 
McTaggart 2, Sgt. Lowe 1, Pte. Burford 2, Pte. Stanway 1). A 
good, fast game, with plenty of excitement.

Major J. B. C. (Oscar) Palmer is very busy these days, and 
at times one can hear a very "horsey laugh” coming from that 
general direction. However, the horses under his jurisdiction 
are in fine fettle. Often you can see the gallant officer on his 
magnificent charger taking all manner of obstacles in the most 
amazing style. Good luck. Major Palmer, and good hunting.

For a change, there is very little happening in “Charlie 
Company Chambers,” except the usual work—guards, sleep and 
more guards.

One wisecrack heard on the range last week : “When I look 
through the back sight of my rifle, the target gets smaller 
and smaller.”

Bearing that in mind, we’ll say cheerio and all the best 
to everyone. Bushwhacker.

“D” Company
Once again we open with a “Hello and Best Wishes” to 

Battalions wherever you may be. Our first duty is to welcome 
back to the Coy., from U.K., Major M. G. M. Archer, M.C., who 
has now resumed command of the Coy., Capt. P. R. S. Scott 
having been one of the many released under that well-loved 
institution Class “A.” Capt. Scott, we understand, is going back 
to his native country, South Africa, so we take this opportunity of 
wishing him all the very best of luck, whether he be diamond, 
gold or even coal mining. 2/Lt. Birch has joined the Coy. from
U.K., and by now is well settled in; we assure him that his 
stay will be one of the most pleasant he’s ever experienced. 
Cpl. Ferguson, Ptes. Bowes, Collis, Duerdon, Gordon and 
Thompsett left us last week to try their hand in Civvy Street. 
A couple of drafts have arrived from the R.W.F. We extend a 
hearty welcome to these chaps, who, we feel sure, will enjoy life 
in this Bn. as much, even if not more, than they did in their

previous Bn. Sgt. Winchester (ex-Pro. Sgt.) has come to join 
us, our own Sgt. (Ding) Hughes taking over P.-Sgt. at B.H.Q. 
Good luck in your new job, Ding.

L/Cpl. (Mainstay) Thurston has left us for 4 weeks on an 
educational course prior to release. Naturally he had to take 
his Coy. Runner (Pte. Powell), mainly for the return, we think, 
to find his pencil the many times he loses it. We will, how
ever, see these bright sparks once again before they leave the 
“Kate” for good.

Our congratulations this month go to L/Sgt. Hull, who 
has just been presented with a second nipper by his wife, lr 
he can run a mile as well as you. Bob, he’s O.K. by us. By 
the way, we should also congratulate you on your appointment 
to L/Sgt„  and also : —

L/Cpl. Morbin to Cpl.
L/Cpl. Taylor to Bn. Education Cpl.
Pte. Newport to L/Cpl.
Pte. Woodhams to L/Cpl.
Good luck to you.
Now for sports. In last month’s issue, we told you how 

we’d been pipped by H.Q. Coy. for 1st place in the Bn. Sports. 
A correction has now been received, showing that we beat H.Q. 
by 75 pts. to 71, with Sp. in third place with 68 pts. A really 
grand show by all those big-hearted blokes who have helped 
to make “Dog” what it is.

.Our representatives for the Battalion in Divisional Sports 
were: Sgt. Elliott and Cpl. Hilton (Sprints), Cpl. Hull and 
Pte. Kedwell (1 and 2 miles) and Pte. Rowles (the chap who 
needs no bridge ’cos 'he jumps so far). The Bn. put up a 
terrific show to finish 4th of 17 units entered, thereby keeping 
us, well-deservedly, in the Sports Limelight.

The Inter-Coy. Swimming Gala was held at Brunswick 
Bath recently, our team being made up of such stars as Sgt. 
Hughes, Sgt. Stonhouse, Ptes. Hodkinson, Howlett, etc., etc., 
but despite psychological effect these stars must have had on 
other Company representatives, in the finish we filled the 
ignominious 6th position. “H.Q.” Coy. deserve praise for the 
way in which they romped away with the Championship.

Boiling heat and football, not a good mixture, but the 
usual thrils were seen when we met our old rivals, “C” Coy., 
recently. Once again we succumbed to the wizardry of Cpl. 
McTaggart and other “C” Coy. stars, and were beaten 6—3, 
but we feel sure that, with the new blokes we have, maybe
the next time we meet..............! ! Pte. (Ginger) Jones
deserves special praise for the two brilliant goals that he got. 
(Next battalion centre-forward. Sports Officer?)

With that we must say Au revoir to all our friends in other 
battalions. Cheerio.

“Gone to the Dogs.”

Sergeants’ Mess
Since our last report we have moved to the town of 

Brunswick, and once more have become a single Bn. Mess, 
and the opportunity was quickly seized to lay the foundations 
for activities both social and sporting. A sports committee 
was formed, and the responsibilty was lain upon the broad 
shoulders of our W.T. Sgt. Jack (The Gypsy) Uden. In 
passing, it would seem that the weight of these responsibilities 
is having some adverse effect upon his legs, but he does his 
best by pressing his trousers out straight every day. We 
have said good-bye with tears in our eyes and whisky in our 
glasses to such tried friends as Vic Hoiands, Frank (muscles) 
Brodie and Henry Halpin, and now the grim tentacles of Class 
"A” have taken from us that paradox of uncouth culture James 
(Thank you) Munday (Professor of Arts and Crafts, Elephant 
and Castle University). We wish them all the very best of 
luck in the future and those of us in 64 Group who are 
already Group-Conscious, trust that they will do their best to 
get Civvie Street sorted out a little before we join them. 1 
cannot yet report the reaction to World News in the Mess, 
because we are a little out of touch—daily papers do come in, 
but are immediately commandeered by Jack (The Thinker) 
Wallis, who proceeds then to use the brain power of one or 
two of his henchmen in an endeavour to do a few Crosswords.

We have a radio—but owing to the repairs recently carried 
out by Roy (Escaping Steam) Honey, we can only just manage 
to get a programme called Tragwaksxif Whood, which such 
experts as George Lowe (who studied classical languages at 
Billingsgate) assure us is the Tibetan Regional Programme’s 
answer to Variety Bandbox.

And so, for another month, I must bid you all adieu, and 
say to anyone due to join us soon, "Welcome to Brunswick”— 
yes, I mean It, anyone is welcome to this place.

Derbone.
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THE BARRACKS, MAIDSTONE

A C H E L SE A  p en s ion er paraded  w ith  veterans o f  the 
latest o f  great wars, and genera ls m arched  sh ou lder 
to sh ou lder w ith ex-privates at the e igh th  reg i

m ental re-union o f  The Q u een’s O w n  R oya l W est K ent 
R eg im en t, held at M aidstone, on  Sunday, July 28th.

V eterans o f  many w ars and cam pa ign s paraded  on 
the Square o f  the Barracks, where they w ere in sp ected  by 
the C o lon e l o f  the R egim en t, G en era l S ir Charles Bonham- 
Carter, jG.C.B., C.M .G., D.S.O.

A s w ell as the standard bearers and a con tin gen t 
fr om  the D ep ot, the 1st, 2nd, 4th, 5th,(6th, 7th, 8th, 10th, 
11th and 12th Battalion s w ere w ell represen ted on  the 
parade.

A lso  on  parade w ere represen tatives o f  H om e  G uard  
O ld  C om ra d e s’ A ssoc ia tion , affiliated to the R egim ent.

A dd ress in g  the parade, the C o lo n e l o f  the R eg im en t 
sa id  that it w as the first re-union s in ce 1939. It w as g o o d  
to  see  su ch  a la rge attendance.

S tressing the im portan ce o f  the re-union, he expressed  
the h op e that all presen t w ou ld  try to ge t th ose o f  the 
R eg im en t they knew  to attend the re-union year after year.

“It is im portant, b ecau se we o f  the R eg im en t know  
that w e get ou r jo b s  d on e  becau se w e have a w ay o f  pu ll
in g togeth er w h ich  is qu ite out-standing, and if there is 
ever a tim e when this coun try  has g o t  to pu ll together, it is 
n ow ,” he said.

T h ey  h oped, and every on e in this coun try  hoped, that 
the re lation s betw een  the nation s w ou ld  be  m ore  c o 
operative.

But, thanks to on e  very p ow erfu l nation, they saw 
that p ow e r p o lit ic s  w ere ru lin g the affairs o f  the w orld  
o n c e  m ore.

A nd  if  p ow er p o lit ic s  ru led the affairs o f  the w orld, 
th is country, w h o se  in flu en ce sh ou ld  a lw ays be in the right 
d irection , m ust b e  strong. ■•fi '

That w as on e  reason  w hy they sh ou ld  stick together, 
and there w as another reason. W hen  they met, year after 
year, they m et their o ld  pa ls and they f o r g o t  abou t the bad 
tim es they had had and rem em bered  the g o o d  tim es they 
had spent.

W e had had tw o great wars. “Let us m ake th ose wars 
p leasan t m em or ie s  w hen  w e m eet fr iend s o f  real value,” 
sa id  S ir Charles. “Let us rem em ber th ose tim es and ren ew  
th o se  friendsh ips.”

A t the end o f  this year he w as g iv in g  up his p o s it ion  
as C o lo n e l o f  the R egim en t, S ir C harle s revealed. At 
the next re-union they w ou ld  have another C o lon e l, but 
he h op ed  to  c om e  to the re-union h im se lf year after year.

A  te legram  from  H er M ajesty the Q ueen  addressed  
to all ranks, past and present, w as read by Sir Charles. 
H er M a jesty thanked the R eg im en t fo r  their k ind m essage 
o f  lqya lty and devotion.

T e le g ram s o f  gree tin gs and g o o d  w ishes w ere a lso 
rece iv ed  fr om  the 1st, 2nd and 5th Battalions.

L ed by  the band o f  the 1st Battalion, under Band
m aster M cK enna, the parade m arched  th rough  the streets 
o f  the tow n  to A ll Saints’ Church, w here a short m em or ia l 
serv ice  w as held.

C H U R C H  S E R V IC E

The M a y o r (A lderman W. Day), A lderm en, and C o r 
p o ra t ion  attended the service, w h ich  w as con du cted  by  the 
vicar, C an on  A. O. Standen.

C an on  Standen sa id  that lustre had been add ed  to the 
n am e o f  the R eg im en t du rin g the pa st war.

P rayers w ere o ffe red  fo r  all serv in g in the R eg im en t 
in m any parts o f  the w orld. T h e hymns, “A ll p e o p le  that 
on  earth d o  dw ell,” “Praise, m y  sou l, the K in g  o f  H eaven ,’’ 
and “O  G od , ou r help in ages past,” w ere sung to the 
a ccom pan im en t o f  the band.

A t the end  o f  the serv ice the parade re- form ed in 
M ill Street and m arch ed  to  the w ar m em or ia l in B ren ch ley 
Gardens.

A  w reath  from  the Past and P resen t A sso c ia t io n  o f  
the R eg im en t w as la id  o n  the m em or ia l b y  S ir Charles 
Bonham-Carter.

“Last P ost” was sou n d ed  and a tw o  m inu tes’ silen ce 
in m em ory  o f  the fa llen  o f  the R eg im en t w as observed, 
fo llow ed  b y  “Reveille.”

A  w reath fr om  the M ayor, A lderm en, and C o rp o ra t ion  
o f  M a id ston e  w as la id  on  the m em or ia l by  the M ayor, 
a fter w h ich  the parade returned to  the Barracks.

T h e rem ainder o f  the day w as d ev o ted  to s id esh ow s 
and entertainments, at w h ich  a la rge n um ber o f  w iv es and 

. ch ild ren  o f  pa st and presen t m em bers o f  the R eg im en t 
w ere the guests.
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“B” Company
After four weeks in Barracks the Battalion has been 

organised to such an extent that the Coy. has chased many a 
rabbit while feigning Platoon attacks. Once again the plains 
around Brunswick are echoing to the sound of rifle fire, but 
the only people who run now are the butt-markers, who, 
finding themselves with less hair than is usually left by the 
Regimental Barber, prefer the wrath of the W.T.O. to the 
unerring accuracy of the firers. Nevertheless, it should be said 
that, judging by the amount of mud on posterior’s of N.C.O.s 
and men alike, really intensive training must have been in 
progress at some time.

With the inevitable toll taken by Class "A” release, many 
old faces are fast disappearing, but equally fast are new 
countenances taking their place, and although we may laugh 
behind our hand at such group numbers as 72c, we do extend 
to all newcomers a hearty welcome and may their stay be 
happy and prosperous.

Sports within the Battalion have only recently re-com
menced, and it is hoped that it will be in full swing before 
much more water falls on Brunswick, with “Baker” well in the 
lead. The Coy. football team, under the supervision of Major 
Rich—our erstwhile Coy. Commander—and Cpl. Dimmick, is 
expected to rise to the heights of glory now we have four 
Battalion players from the R.W.F. in the Coy.

By the advent of 32 Group’s release, the Coy. suffered a 
severe loss with the departure of L/C “Ben.” His greatest 
boast was that he was the senior Local Lance Corporal in the 
Div., and after two and a half years in that capacity, who can 
doubt it? Although it was suspected he knew more of the 
Underground movement in the Uslar area than did the P.S.S., 
he has eventually arrived in “Civvy Street.” So from all in 
“Baker” go wishes of good luck to "Bennett of Uslar”—- 
and may he never have cause again to partake of the C.O.’s 
supper!And so on this theme we send to all ex-members of 
“Baker” Coy. best wishes and good luck for the future."Chic.”

“C” Company
Once again we pen the wierd and wonderful happenings 

that have taken place during the past month.
First of all the sports news : As usual "C” Coy. is well 

represented and to the fore in most of the present sports. 
Cpl. Wright and Pte. O’Leary have been chosen to compete in 
the 5 Div. Individual Championships taking place at Hanover 
—we wish them every success, and may they bring more 
honour to the sports-famed Company.

Football : Our cup winning team has again been victorious 
—this time over “D” Coy., score 6—3 (goal scorers—Cpl. 
McTaggart 2, Sgt. Lowe 1, Pte. Burford 2, Pte. Stanway 1). A 
good, fast game, with plenty of excitement.

Major J. B. C. (Oscar) Palmer is very busy these days, and 
at times one can hear a very “horsey laugh” coming from that 
general direction. However, the horses under his jurisdiction 
are in fine fettle. Often you can see the gallant officer on his 
magnificent charger taking all manner of obstacles in the most 
amazing style. Good luck, Major Palmer, and good hunting.

For a change, there is very little happening in “Charlie 
Company Chambers,” except the usual work—guards, sleep and 
more guards.One wisecrack heard on the range last week : "When I look 
through the back sight of my rifle, the target gets smaller 
and smaller.”

Bearing that in mind, we’ll say cheerio and all the best 
to everyone. Bushwhacker.

“D” Company
Once again we open with a “Hello and Best Wishes” to 

Battalions wherever you may be. Our first duty is to welcome 
back to the Coy., from U.K., Major M. G. M. Archer, M.C., who 
has now resumed command of the Coy., Capt. P. R. S. Scott 
having been one of the many released under that well-loved 
institution Class “A.” Capt. Scott, we understand, is going back 
to his native country, South Africa, so we take this opportunity of 
wishing him all the very best of luck, whether he be diamond, 
gold or even coal mining. 2/Lt. Birch has joined the Coy. from
U.K., and by now is well settled in; we assure him that his 
stay will be one of the most pleasant he’s ever experienced. 
Cpl. Ferguson, Ptes. Bowes, Collis, Duerdon, Gordon and 
Thompsett left us last week to try their hand in Civvy Street. 
A couple of drafts have arrived from the R.W.F. We extend a 
hearty welcome to these chaps, who, we feel sure, will enjoy life 
in this Bn. as much, even if not more, than they did in their

previous Bn. Sgt. Winchester (ex-Pro. Sgt.) has come to join 
us, our own Sgt. (Ding) Hughes taking over P.-Sgt. at B.H.Q. 
Good luck in your new job, Ding.

L/Cpi. (Mainstay) Thurston has left us for 4 weeks on an 
educational course prior to release. Naturally he had to take 
his Coy. Runner (Pte. Powell), mainly for the return, we think, 
to find his pencil the many times he loses it. We will, how
ever, see these bright sparks once again before they leave the 
“Kate” for good.

Our congratulations this month go to L/Sgt. Hull, who 
has just been presented with a second nipper by his wife, lr 
he can run a mile as well as you. Bob. he’s O.K. by us. By 
the way, we should also congratulate you on your appointment 
to L/Sgt., and also : —

L/Cpl. Morbin to Cpl.
L/Cpl. Taylor to Bn. Education Cpl.
Pte. Newport to L/Cpl.
Pte. Woodhams to L/Cpl.
Good luck to you.
Now for sports. In last month’s Issue, we told you how 

we’d been pipped by H.Q. Coy. for 1st place in the Bn. Sports. 
A correction has now been received, showing that we beat H.Q. 
by 75 pts. to 71, with Sp. in third place with 68 pts. A really 
grand show by all those big-hearted blokes who have helped 
to make “Dog” what it is.

.Our representatives for the Battalion in Divisional Sports 
were : Sgt. Elliott and Cpl. Hilton (Sprints), Cpl. Hull and 
Pte. Kedwell (1 and 2 miles) and Pte. Rowles (the chap who 
needs no bridge ’cos 'he jumps so far). The Bn. put up a 
terrific show to finish 4th of 17 units entered, thereby keeping 
us, well-deservedly, in the Sports Limelight.

The Inter-Coy. Swimming Gala was held at Brunswick 
Bath recently, our team being made up of such stars as Sgt. 
Hughes, Sgt. Stonhouse, Ptes. Hodkinson, Howlett, etc., etc., 
but despite psychological effect these stars must have had on 
other Company representatives, in the finish we filled the 
ignominious 6th position. "H.Q.” Coy. deserve praise for the 
way in which they romped away with the Championship.

Boiling heat and football, not a good mixture, but the 
usual thrils were seen when we met our old rivals, "C” Coy., 
recently. Once again we succumbed to the wizardry of Cpl. 
McTaggart and other “C” Coy. stars, and were beaten 6—3, 
but we feel sure that, with the new blokes we have, maybe
the next time we meet............. ! ! Pte. (Ginger) Jones
deserves special praise for the two brilliant goals that he got. 
(Next battalion centre-forward, Sports Officer?)

With that we must say Au revoir to all our friends in other 
battalions. Cheerio.

“Gone to the Dogs.”

Sergeants’ Mess
Since our last report we have moved to the town of 

Brunswick, and once more have become a single Bn. Mess, 
and the opportunity was quickly seized to lay the foundations 
for activities both social and sporting. A sports committee 
was formed, and the responsibilty was lain upon the broad 
shoulders of our W.T. Sgt. Jack (The Gypsy) Uden. In 
passing, it would seem that the weight of these responsibilities 
is having some adverse effect upon his legs, but he does his 
best by pressing his trousers out straight every day. We 
have said good-bye with tears in our eyes and whisky in our 
glasses to such tried friends as Vic Holands, Frank (muscles) 
Brodie and Henry Halpin, and now the grim tentacles of Class 
"A” have taken from us that paradox of uncouth culture James 
(Thank you) Munday (Professor of Arts and Crafts, Elephant 
and Castle University). We wish them all the very best of 
luck in the future and those of us in 64 Group who are 
already Group-Conscious, trust that they will do their best to 
get Civvie Street sorted out a little before we join them. I 
cannot yet report the reaction to World News in the Mess, 
because we are a little out of touch—daily papers do come in, 
but are immediately commandeered by Jack (The Thinker) 
Wallis, who proceeds then to use the brain power of one or 
two of his henchmen in an endeavour to do a few Crosswords.

We have a radio—but owing to the repairs recently carried 
out by Roy (Escaping Steam) Honey, we can only just manage 
to get a programme called Tragwaksxi t Whood, which such 
experts as George Lowe (who studied classical languages at 
Billingsgate) assure us is the Tibetan Regional Programme’s 
answer to Variety Bandbox.

And so, for another month, I must bid you all adieu, and 
say to anyone due to join us soon, “Welcome to Brunswick”-— 
yes, I mean it, anyone is welcome to this place.

Derbone.
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The vehicles are coming along nicely now, and almost 
every day see’s another truck back on the road. A bouquet 
to Cpl. Patterson (R.E.M.E.) for his effort in securing some new 
engines, which are fitted in by our unit fitters. I can see that 
before long our much-travelled, aged and battered “Oliver” 
will have to tap out 3 pages of detail each day instead of the 
usual 2.

It is again my sad duty to record the passing into the 
civilian world of an N.C.O. driver and fitter wjio have been 
with us for some considerable time. Good-bye Cpl.. Mitchell, 
Pte. Rich and Cfm. Billington (the Queer Fellow). Many 
thanks for all you have done for us, and may good luck be 
with you in your new sphere.

Congratulations to Sgt. Cousins on his promotion to M.T. 
Sgt., the junior N.C.O.’s on their promotion, and welcome to the 
“brains" L/Cpl. Bryant.

this activity in our next contribution.
Knowing his keen interest in all sporting activities, the 

Coy. welconves as its new leader Major M. B. Rickcord, feeling 
that under his able guidance our success is assured.

Our sympathies remain with “Rusty” Ameson, our C.O.S., 
who is still searching all cupboards in the Company in an 
effort to find more bodies for the many Regimental duties 
demanded of him by the R.S.M.We sustained a very severe shock wnen we heard news 
of the death of a former Company Commander, the late Major 
W. R. Stvens. Words just could not in any way express our 
feelings of sympathy for his widow. We who knew Major 
Stevens, knew him as a gentleman, and we are sure that 
everyone who was known to him will bear with us when we, 
say we have lost a great friend. “G.D.W.”
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“B” Company
After four weeks in Barracks the Battalion has been 

organised to such an extent that the Coy. has chased many a 
rabbit while feigning Platoon attacks. Once again the plains 
around Brunswick are echoing to the sound of rifle fire, but 
the only people who run now are the butt-markers, who, 
finding themselves with less hair than is usually left by the 
Regimental Barber, prefer the wrath of the W.T.O. to the 
unerring accuracy of the firers. Nevertheless, it should be said 
that, judging by the amount of mud on posterior’s of N.C.O.s 
and men alike, really intensive training must have been in 
progress at some time.

With the inevitable toll taken by Class "A” release, many 
old faces are fast disappearing, but equally fast are new 
countenances taking their place, and although we may laugh 
behind our hand at such group numbers as 72c, we do extend 
to all newcomers a hearty welcome and may their stay be 
happy and prosperous.

Sports within the Battalion have only recently re-com
menced, and it is hoped that it will be in full swing before 
much more water falls on Brunswick, with "Baker” well in the 
lead. The Coy. football team, under the supervision of Major 
Rich—our erstwhile Coy. Commander—and Cpl. Dimmick, is 
expected to rise to the heights of glory now we have four 
Battalion players from the R.W.P. in the Coy.

By the advent of 32 Group’s release, the Coy. suffered a 
severe loss with the departure of L/C "Ben.” His greatest 
boast was that he was the senior Local Lance Corpora.! in the 
Div., and after two and a half years in that capacity, who can 
doubt it? Although it was suspected he knew more of the 
Underground movement in the Uslar area than did the F.S.S., 
he has eventually arrived in “Civvy Street.” So from all in 
“Baker” go wishes of good luck to “Bennett of Uslar”—• 
and may he never have cause again to partake of the C.O.’s 
supper!

And so on this theme we send to all ex-members of 
“Baker” Coy. best wishes and good luck for the future.

“Chic.”
“C” Company

Once again we pen the wierd and wonderful happenings 
that have taken place during the past month.

First of all the sports news: As usual "C” Coy. is well 
represented and to the fore in most of the present sports. 
Cpl. Wright and Pte. O’Leary have been chosen to compete in 
the S Div. Individual Championships taking place at Hanover 
—we wish them every success, and may they bring more 
honour to the sports-famed Company.

Football : Our cup winning team has again been victorious 
—this time over “D” Coy., score 6—3 (goal scorers—Cpl. 
McTaggart 2, Sgt. Lowe 1, Pte. Burford 2, Pte. Stanway 1) . A 
good, fast game, with plenty of excitement.

Major J. B. C. (Oscar) Palmer is very busy these days, and 
at times one can hear a very "horsey laugh” coming from that 
general direction. However, the horses under his jurisdiction 
are in fine fettle. Often you can see the gallant officer on his 
magnificent charger taking all manner of obstacles in the most 
amazing style. Good luck, Major Palmer, and good hunting.

For a change, there is very little happening in “Charlie 
Company Chambers,” except the usual work—guards, sleep and 
more guards.

One wisecrack heard on the range last week : “When I look 
through the back sight of my rifle, the target gets smaller 
and smaller.”

Bearing that in mind, we’ll say cheerio and all the best 
to everyone.

Bushwhacker.
“D” Company

Once again we open with a “Hello and Best Wishes” to 
Battalions wherever you may be. Our first duty is to welcome 
back to the Coy., from U.K., Major M. G. M. Archer, M.C., who 
has now resumed command of the Coy., Capt. P. R. S. Scott 
having been one of the many released under that well-loved 
institution Class “A.” Capt. Scott, we understand, is going back 
to his native country. South Africa, so we take this opportunity of 
wishing him all the very best of luck, whether he be diamond, 
gold or even coal mining. 2/Lt. Birch has joined the Coy. from
U.K., and by now is well settled in; we assure him that his 
stay will be one of the most pleasant he’s ever experienced. 
Cpl. Ferguson, Ptes. Bowes, Collis, Duerdon, Gordon and 
Thompsett left us last week to try their hand in Civvy Street. 
A couple of drafts have arrived from the R.W.F. We extend a 
hearty welcome to these chaps, who, we feel sure, will enjoy life 
in this Bn. as much, even if not more, than they did in their

previous Bn. Sgt. Winchester (ex-Pro. Sgt.) has come to join 
us, our own Sgt. (Ding) Hughes taking over P.-Sgt, at B.H.Q. 
Good luck in your new job, Ding.

L/Cpl. (Mainstay) Thurston has left us for 4 weeks on an 
educational course prior to release. Naturally he had to take 
his Coy. Runner (Pte. Powell), mainly for the return, we think, 
to find his pencil the many times he loses it. We will, how
ever, see these bright sparks once again before they leave the 
“Kate” for good.

Our congratulations this month go to L/Sgt. Hull, who 
has just been presented with a second nipper by his wife, lr 
he can run a mile as well as you. Bob, he’s O.K. by us. By 
the way, we should also congratulate you on your appointment 
to L/Sgt., and also; —

L/Cpl. Morbin to Cpl.
L/Cpl. Taylor to Bn. Education Cpl.
Pte. Newport to L/Cpl.
Pte. Woodhams to L/Cpl.
Good luck to you.
Now for sports. In last month’s issue, we told you how 

we’d been pipped by H.Q. Coy. for 1st place in the Bn. Sports. 
A correction has now been received, showing that we beat H.Q. 
by 75 pts. to 71, with Sp. in third place with 68 pts. A really 
grand show by all those big-hearted blokes who have helped to make “Dog” what it is.

.Our representatives for the Battalion in Divisional Sports 
were: Sgt. Elliott and Cpl. Hilton (Sprints), Cpl. Hull and 
Pte. Kedwell (1 and 2 miles) and Pte. Rowles (the chap who 
needs no bridge ’cos he jumps so far). The Bn. put up a 
terrific show to finish 4th of 17 units entered, thereby keeping 
us, well-deservedly, in the Sports Limelight.

The Inter-Coy. Swimming Gala was held at Brunswick 
Bath recently, our team being made up of such stars as Sgt. 
Hughes, Sgt. Stonhouse, Ptes. Hodkinson, Howlett, etc., etc., 
but despite psychological effect these stars must have had on 
other Company representatives, in the finish we filled the 
ignominious 6th position. “H.Q.” Coy. deserve praise for the 
way in which they romped away with the Championship.

Boiling heat and football, not a good mixture, but the 
usual thrils were seen when we met our old rivals, “C” Coy., 
recently. Once again we succumbed to the wizardry of Cpl. 
McTaggart and other “C” Coy. stars, and were beaten 6—3, 
but we feel sure that, with the new blokes we have, maybe
the next time we meet...............11 Pte. (Ginger) Jones
deserves special praise for the two brilliant goals that he got. 
(Next battalion centre-forward. Sports Officer?)

With that we must say Au revoir to all our friends in other battalions. Cheerio.
“Gone to the Dogs.”

Sergeants’ Mess
Since our last report we have moved to the town of 

Brunswick, and once more have become a single Bn. Mess, 
and the opportunity was quickly seized to lay the foundations 
for activities both social and sporting. A sports committee 
was formed, and the responsibilty was lain upon the broad 
shoulders of our W.T. Sgt. Jack (The Gypsy) Uden. In 
passing, it would seem that the weight of these responsibilities 
is having some adverse effect upon his legs, but he does his 
best by pressing his trousers out straight every day. We 
have said good-bye with tears in our eyes and whisky in our 
glasses to such tried friends as Vic Holands, Frank (muscles) 
Brodie and Henry Halpin, and now the grim tentacles of Class 
“A” have taken from us that paradox of uncouth culture James 
(Thank you) Munday (Professor of Arts and Crafts, Elephant 
and Castle University). We wish them all the very best or 
luck in the future and those of us in 64 Group who are 
already Group-Conscious, trust that they will do their best to 
get Civvie Street sorted out. a little before we join them. I 
cannot yet report the reaction to World News in the Mess, 
because we are a little out of touch—daily papers do come in, 
but are immediately commandeered by Jack (The Thinker) 
Wallis, who proceeds then to use the brain power of one or 
two of his henchmen in an endeavour to do a few Crosswords.

We have a radio—but owing to the repairs recently carried 
out by Roy (Escaping Steam) Honey, we can only just manage 
to get a programme called Tragwaksxi t Whood, which such 
experts as George Lowe (who studied classical languages at 
Billingsgate) assure us is the Tibetan Regional Programme's answer to Variety Bandbox.

And so, for another month, I must bid you all adieu, and 
say to anyone due to join us soon, “Welcome to Brunswick”— 
yes, I mean it, anyone is welcome to this place.

Derbone.
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EIGHTH REGIMENTAL RE-UNION
THE BARRACKS, MAIDSTONE

A CHELSEA pensioner paraded with veterans of the 
latest of great wars, and generals marched shoulder 
to shoulder with ex-privates at the eighth regi

mental re-union of The Queen’s Own Royal West Kent 
Regiment, held at Maidstone, on Sunday, July 28ch.

Veterans of many wars and campaigns paraded on 
the Square of the Barracks, where they were inspected by 
the Colonel of the Regiment, General Sir Charles Bonham- 
Carter, jG.C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O.

As well as the standard bearers and a contingent 
from the Depot, the 1st, 2nd, 4th, 5th/6th, 7th, 8th, 10th, 
11th and 12th Battalions were well represented on the 
parade.

Also on parade were representatives of Home Guard 
Old Comrades’ Association, affiliated to the Regiment.

Addressing the parade, the Colonel of the Regiment 
said that it was the first re-union since 1939. It was good 
to see such a large attendance.

Stressing the importance of the re-union, he expressed 
the hope that all present would try to get those of the 
Regiment they knew to attend the re-union year after year.

“It is important, because we of the Regiment know 
that we get our jobs done because we have a way of pull
ing together which is quite out-standing, and if there is 
ever a time when this country has got to pull together, it is 
now,” he said.

They hoped, and everyone in this country hoped, that 
the relations between the nations would be more co
operative.

But, thanks to one very powerful nation, they saw 
that power politics were ruling the affairs of the world 
once more.

And if power politics ruled the affairs of the world, 
this country, whose influence should always be in the right 
direction, must be strong.

That was one reason why they should stick together, 
and there was another reason. When they met, year after 
year, they met their old pals and they forgot'about the bad 
times they had had and remembered the good times they 
had spent.

We had had two great wars. “Let us make those wars 
pleasant memories when we meet friends of real value,” 
said Sir Charles. “Let us remember those times and renew - 
those friendships.”

At the end of this year he was giving up his position 
as Colonel of the Regiment, Sir Charles revealed. At 
the next re-union they would have another Colonel, but 
he hoped to come to the re-union himself year after year.

A telegram from Her Majesty the Queen addressed 
to all ranks, past and present, was read by Sir Charles. 
Her Majesty thanked the Regiment for their kind message 
of lqyalty and devotion.

Telegrams of greetings and good wishes were also 
received from the 1st, 2nd and 5lh Battalions.

Led by the band of the 1st Battalion, under Band
master McKenna, the parade marched through the streets 
of the town to All Saints’ Church, where a short memorial 
service was held.

CHURCH SERVICE
The Mayor (Alderman W. Day), Aldermen, and Cor

poration attended the service, which was conducted by the 
vicar, Canon A. O. Standen.

Canon Standen said that lustre had been added to the 
name of the Regiment during the past war.

Prayers were offered for all serving in the Regiment 
in many parts of the world. The hymns, “All people that 
on earth do dwell,” “Praise, my soul, the King of Heaven,” 
and “O God, our help in ages past,” were sung to the 
accompaniment of the band.

At the end of the service the parade re-formed in 
Mill Street and marched to the war memorial in Brenchley 
Gardens.

A wreath from the Past and Present Association of 
the Regiment was laid on the memorial by Sir Charles 
Bonham-Carter.

“Last Post” was sounded and a two minutes’ silence 
in memory of the fallen of the Regiment was observed, 
followed by “Reveille.”

A wreath from the Mayor, Aldermen, and Corporation 
of Maidstone was laid on the memorial by the Mayor, 
after which the parade returned to the Barracks.

The remainder of the day was devoted to sideshows 
and entertainments, at which a large number of wives and 
children of past and present members of the Regiment 
were the guests,
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THE MAYOR OF MAIDSTONE (ALDERMAN W. DAY), PLACING A WREATH ON THE ROYAL WEST KENT’S
MEMORIAL IN BRENCHLEY GARDENS MAIDSTONE.
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HEADQUARTERS, 2nd R.W.K., p.A.O.R.
Bn. Athletics Team, Capt. Clarke, Sgt. Uden, C/Sgt. Cooper, 
Pte. Verrico, and Pte. Holmes, who helped to give the Bn. 
fourth place in the Div. competition.

The two photographs published in this issue may give 
you a rough idea of our impressive-looking abode, which in 
the days of the 3rd Reich was the renowned Hitler Youth 
Academy—a slight difference from the Broome Park Days 
under canvas.

M.T. Section, “H.Q.” Company
Once again I have to report a month’s successful activities 

on the M.T. front. With the arrival of summer I have 
noticed a large number of drivers taking advantage of the long 
hours of daylight by putting in overtime on a fresh lick of 
paint on their vehicles, but as yet it seems undecided which 
colour the radiator cap should be. 1 have noticed a very 
wide range from green (olive, drab) to pearly white, excluding 
the drivers, who revel in polished brass! Has nobody thought 
of having a striped one yet, or is it that no ready mixed 
striped paint is available from the Q.M.’s store?

Only yesterday, I witnessed a truly remarkable incident 
when a driver inquired at the Technical stores for a certain 
“spare,” and lo and behold it was pressed reverently into his 
hand. After I had revived him, with the help of an extremely 
aggressive-looking L/Corporal, who later on I heard being 
caled Joe, he wandered away with a dazed look in his eyes, 
muttering, “No. I don’t believe it! It can’t be possible,” etc.

The vehicles are coming along nicely now, and almost 
every day see’s another truck back on the road. A bouquet 
to Cpl. Patterson (R.E.M.E.) for his effort in securing some new 
engines, which are fitted in by our unit fitters. I can see that 
before long our much-travelled, aged and battered “Oliver" 
will have to tap out 3 pages of detail each day instead of the 
usual 2.

It is again my sad duty to record the passing into the 
civilian world of an N.C.O. driver and fitter w^io have been 
with us for some considerable time. Good-bye Cpl. Mitchell, 
Pte. Rich and Cfm. Billington (the Queer Fellow). Many 
thanks for all you have done for us, and may good luck be 
with you in your new sphere.

Congratulations to Sgt. Cousins on his promotion to M.T. 
Sgt., the junior N.C.O.’s on their promotion, and welcome to the 
"brains” L/Cpl. Bryant.

P.S.—Congratulations also to Mr. Fagg (the M.T.O.) for 
bogging down his jeep in the “rough” course provided for 
drivers to qualify for their white lanyards!

W (REC)K.

H.Q. Company Signal Platoon
Since our last broadcast many things have occurred, some 

increasing our prowess, others damping our spirits to a certain 
extent, but in spite of all we are still thriving.

Congratulations to Cpl. “Ernie” Messenger, who proved in 
the Battalion swimming contests that age makes no difference, 
by winning the breast stroke event for "H.Q.” Company. Still 
perservering, he is now attempting buoyancy endurance, his 
latest triumph—20 lengths free style at Brunswick pool.

Our latest attempt at maintaining Battalion radio com
munication was even better than the first. The credit on this 
occasion must go to Ptes. Reader and Wright, who have spent 
long hours of hard work building a thirty-four foot pylon on 
the roof of Pontefract Barracks. As a result all our signals 
now come through at top strength.

During our next broadcast we hope to mention the addi
tion of eight new signallers to the platoon. At the moment 
they are making a final effort to absorb more knowledge before 
classification day next week. We wish them all the best of 
luck.

Our D.R. Section has just found a new and quite legal 
excuse for speeding; one thrill it is safer to suppress in our 
area. All have put in for (raining to ride with Brigade 
Workshops in the T.T. races. Ptes. "Dook” Mason and Bert 
Challender will, we hope, uphold our great reputation in this 
respect.

At “H Q.” Dance last Friday we spotted many faces which 
may usually be seen down at the George Tavern against a 
background of pint glasses. We are now quite sure that 
many of our female visitors on that evening were firmly con
vinced that the coveted cross-flags are an indication of per
manent insanity.

Our musical talent is once more peeping from behind a 
mysterious curtain of silence. Weird noises can be heard at all 
times of the day and night coming from remote corners of 
the Signal Billet. We live each day, dreading the time that 
all these unknown persons may decide to combine their efforts.

We are closing down now until next month when, if you 
are still on net, we may be able to talk of still more of our 
many and varied adventures.

Wilco Over.
“A” Company

Since our last contribution, events have moved fast, the 
Battalion, uprooted from its former comfortable residential 
billets, is now once again plunged into the stiff, formal environ
ment always associated with barrack life. This time it’s the 
badly-battered town of Brunswick. As to our last billet, one 
felt that although we had performed our duties there with 
unwavering determination that had sometimes bordered on 
harshness, we had gained the respect of the greater part of the 
population of the little village of Uslar.

Once in barracks, the shock of our upheaval gave place 
to the grim realism of an old familiar routine. We have, 
however, managed to settle down in comparatively comfortable 
quarters.

In the sports sphere, the Company has taken part in many 
major athletic events. During the inter-Company swimming 
competition, Sgt. (Danny) Boulter—soon to be Mr.—once again 
proved his superiority in speed and endurance, winning his 
favourite distance of 200 metres. Of the remainder of the 
team, one can say that they put up a jolly good show in 
gaining us second place in the Bn. At the present moment we 
are endeavouring to train a boxing team strong enough to gain 
a leading position in the Unit. We’ll have more to report on 
this activity in our next contribution.

Knowing his keen interest in all sporting activities, the 
Coy. welcomes as its new leader Major M. B. Rickcord, feeling 
that under his able guidance our success is assured.

Our sympathies remain with “Rusty” Ameson, our C.O.S., 
who is still searching all cupboards in the Company in an 
effort to find more bodies for the many Regimental duties 
demanded of him by the R.S.M.

We sustained a” very severe shock when we heard news 
of the death of a former Company Commander, the late Major 
W. R. Stvens. Words just could not in any way express our 
feelings of sympathy for his widow. We who knew Major 
Stevens, knew him as a gentleman, and we are sure that 
everyone who was known to him will bear with us when we, 
say we have lost a great friend. “G.D.w.”
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“B” Company

After four weeks in Barracks the Battalion has been 
organised to such an extent that the coy. has chased many a 
rabbit while feigning Platoon attacks. Once again the plains 
around Brunswick are echoing to the sound of rifle fire, but 
the only people who run now are the butt-markers, who, 
finding themselves with less hair than is usually left by the 
Regimental Barber, prefer the wrath of the W.T.O. to the 
unerring accuracy of the flrers. Nevertheless, it should be said 
that, judging by the amount of mud on posterior’s of N.C.O.S 
and men alike, really intensive training must have been in 
progress at some time.

With the inevitable toll taken by Class "A” release, many 
old faces are fast disappearing, but equally fast are new 
countenances taking their place, and although we may laugh 
behind our hand at such group numbers as 72c, we do extend 
to all newcomers a hearty welcome and may their stay be 
happy and prosperous.

Sports within the Battalion have only recently re-com
menced, and it is hoped that it will be in full swing before 
much more water falls on Brunswick, with “Baker” well in the 
lead. The Coy. football team, under the supervision of Major 
Rich—our erstwhile Coy. Commander—and Cpl. Dimmick, is 
expected to rise to the heights of glory now we have four 
Battalion players from the R.W.F. in the Coy.

By the advent of 32 Group’s release, the Coy. suffered a 
severe loss with the departure of L/C “Ben.” His greatest 
boast was that he was the senior Local Lance Corporal in the 
Div„  and after two and a half years in that capacity, who can 
doubt it? Although it was suspected he knew more of the 
Underground movement in the Uslar area than did the F.S.S., 
he has eventually arrived in "Civvy Street.” So from all in 
“Baker” go wishes of good luck to “Bennett of Uslar”— 
and may he never have cause again to partake of the C.O.’s 
supper!And so on this theme we send to all ex-members of 
“Baker” Coy. best wishes and good luck for the future.“Chic.”

“C” Company
Once again we pen the wierd and wonderful happenings 

that have taken place during the past month.
First of all the sports news: As usual “C” Coy. is well 

represented and to the fore in most of the present sports. 
Cpl. Wright and Pte. O’Leary have been chosen to compete in 
the 5 Div. Individual Championships taking place at Hanover 
—we wish them every success, and may they bring more 
honour to the sports-famed Company.

Football: Our cup winning team has again been victorious 
—this time over ”D” Coy., score 6—3 (goal scorers—Cpl. 
McTaggart 2, Sgt. Lowe 1, Pte. Burford 2, Pte. Stanway 1) . A 
good, fast game, with plenty of excitement.

Major J. B. C. (Oscar) Palmer is very busy these days, and 
at times one can hear a very “horsey laugh” coming from that 
general direction. However, the horses under his jurisdiction 
are in fine fettle. Often you can see the gallant officer on his 
magnificent charger taking all manner of obstacles in the most 
amazing style. Good luck. Major Palmer, and good hunting.

For a change, there is very little happening in “Charlie 
Company Chambers," except the usual work—guards, sleep and 
more guards.

One wisecrack heard on the range last week: "When I look 
through the back sight of my rifle, the target gets smaller 
and smaller.”

Bearing that in mind, we’ll say cheerio and all the best 
to everyone. Bushwhacker.

“D” Company
Once again we open with a "Hello and Best Wishes” to 

Battalions wherever you may be. Our first duty is to welcome 
back to the Coy., from U.K., Major M. G. M. Archer, M.C., who 
has now resumed command of the Coy., Capt. P. R. S. Scott 
having been one of the many .released under that well-loved 
institution Class “A.” Capt. Scott, we understand, is going back 
to his native country, South Africa, so we take this opportunity of 
wishing him all the very best of luck, whether he be diamond, 
gold or even coal mining. 2/Lt. Birch has joined the Coy. from
U.K., and by now is well settled in; we assure him that his 
stay will be one of the most pleasant he’s ever experienced. 
Cpl. Ferguson, Ptes. Bowes, Collis, Duerdon, Gordon and 
Thompsett left us last week to try their hand in Civvy Street. 
A couple of drafts have arrived from the R.W.F. We extend a 
hearty welcome to these chaps, who, we feel sure, will enjoy life 
in this Bn. as much, even if not more, than they did in their

previous Bn. Sgt. Winchester (ex-Fro. Sgt.) has come to join 
us, our Qym Sgt. (Ding) Hughes taking over P.-Sgt. at B.H.Q. 
Good luck in your new job, Ding.

L/Cpl. (Mainstay) Thurston has left us for 4 weeks on an 
educational course prior to release. Naturally he had to take 
his Coy. Runner (Pte. Powell), mainly for the return, we think, 
to find his pencil the many times he loses It. We will, how
ever, see these bright sparks once again before they leave the 
“Kate” for good.

Our congratulations this month go to L/Sgt. Hull, who 
has just been presented with a second nipper by his wife, ir 
he can run a mile as well as you. Bob. he’s O.K. by us. By 
the way, we should also congratulate you on your appointment 
to L/Sgt., and also : —

L/Cpl. Morbin to Cpl.
L/Cpl. Taylor to Bn. Education cpl.
Pte. Newport to L/Cpl.
Pte. Woddhams to L/Cpl.
.Good luck to you.
Now for sports; In last month’s issue, we told you how 

we’d been pipped by H.Q. Coy. for 1st place in the Bn. Sports. 
A correction has now been received, showing that we beat H.Q. 
by 75 pts. to 71, with Sp. in third place with 68 pts. A really 
grand show by all those big-hearted blokes who have helped 
to make “Dog” what it is.

Our representatives,for the Battalion in Divisional Sports 
were: Sgt. Elliott and Cpl. Hilton (Sprints), Cpl. Hull and 
Pte. Kedwell (1 and 2 miles) and Pte. Rowles (the chap who 
needs no bridge ’cos Tie jumps so far). The Bn. put up a 
terrific show to finish 4th of 17 units entered, thereby keeping 
us, weli-deservedly, in the Sports Limelight.

The Inter-Coy. Swimming Gala was held at Brunswick 
Bath recently, our team being made up of such stars as Sgt. 
Hughes, Sgt. Storehouse, Ptes. Hodkinson, Howlett, etc., etc., 
but despite psychological effect these stars must have had on 
other Company representatives, in the finish we filled the 
ignominious 6th position. “H.Q.” Coy. deserve praise for the 
way in which they romped away with the Championship.

Boiling heat and football, not a good mixture, but the 
usual thrils were seen when we met our old rivals, “C” Coy., 
recently. Once again we succumbed to the wizardry of Cpi. 
McTaggart and other “C” Coy. stars, and were beaten 6—3, 
but we feel sure that, with the new blokes we have, maybe
the next time we meet.............. II Pte. (Ginger) Jones
deserves special praise for the two brilliant goals that he got. 
(Next battalion centre-forward. Sports Officer?)

With that we must say Au revoir to all our friends in other 
battalions. Cheerio.

“Gone to the Dogs.”

Sergeants’ Mess
Since our last report we have moved to the town of 

Brunswick, and once more have become a single Bn. Mess, 
and the opportunity was quickly seized to lay the foundations 
for activities both social and sporting. A sports committee 
was formed, and the responsibilty was lain upon the broad 
shoulders of our W.T. Sgt. Jack (The Gypsy) Uden. In 
passing, it would seem that the weight of these responsibilities 
is having some adverse effect upon his legs, but he does his 
best by pressing his trousers out straight every day. We 
have said good-bye with tears in our eyes and whisky in our 
glasses to such tried friends as Vic Holands, Frank (muscles) 
Brodie and Henry Halpin, and now the grim tentacles of Class 
“A” have taken from us that paradox of uncouth culture James 
(Thank you) Munday (Professor of Arts and Crafts, Elephant 
and Castle University). We wish them all the very best of 
luck in the future and those of us in 64 Group who are 
already Group-Conscious, trust that they will do their best to 
get Civvie Street sorted out. a little before we join them. I 
cannot yet report the reaction to World News in the Mess, 
because we are a little out of touch—daily papers do come in, 
but are immediately commandeered by Jack (The Thinker) 
Wallis, who proceeds then to use the brain power of one or 
two of his henchmen in an endeavour to do a few Crosswords.

We have a radio—but owing to the repairs recently carried 
out by Roy (Escaping Steam) Honey, we can only just manage 
to get a programme called Tragwaksxi t Whood, which such 
experts as George Lowe (who studied classical languages at 
Billingsgate) assure us is the Tibetan Regional Programme’s 
answer to Variety Bandbox.

And so, for another month, I must bid you all adieu, and 
say to anyone due to join us soon, "Welcome to Brunswick”— 
yes, I mean it, anyone is welcome to this place.

Derbone.
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5th BATTALION
SPORT

"Plop!”—our opponents score another run and then play 
stops for a minute whilst two drivers decide to drive their 
trucks over the outfield.

I have been asked to produce some more notes on our 
sporting activities and as we have a 1st XI. cricket match 
today, you will be treated to a summary of events during my 
short visit to the game.

I must first of all put-you in the picture regarding the 
surroundings. The match is played at "Alameda,” where a 
small ground is used daily for all Senior matches in the 
Garrison (there are only three pitches on the Rock). The 
surround has a certain similarity to many at home in that 
there are some trees, but there the likeness ends. Under 
the trees on the far side are Nissen huts (a temporary answer 
to ‘Gib’s' housing problem) and the outfield can be likened • 
to a parade ground, the tarmac surface of which, has been 
allowed to fall in disrepair. This will not improve here 
while vehicles run over it.

Some public benefactor has provided a sight screen at 
the Y.M.C-A. end of the field, but at the south end, im
provisation is made by whitening the existing stone steps, 
with the result that play stops for incidents such as a lovmg 
couple walking up the “screen” or a mother pushing a pram 
down it.TO add to the delights of fielding the field slopes slightly 
from the Pavillion side to the Dockyard side.

The wicket is a mat one but by trial and error we are 
becoming accustomed to the ground' and1 conditions, and 
today for our third game we look as if we are a team. Pte. 
Wellington salutes my arrival by dismissing an R.E. batsman 
and shortly afterwards takes the last wicket. R.E. are all out 
for 94 runs.

Our recent bowling discoveries, Cpl. Whybrow and Pte. 
Wallington show excellent form and take five wickets apiece 
today.Lieut. W. J. Godfrey opens our batting, and the score 
is soon soaring. There is praise from all sides at the quality 
of his strokes. Pte. Worth at the other end also plays a 
sound game but unfortunately he is run out when he has 
scored 10 runs—the telegraph shows 64 for 1 at this stage. 
Capt. J. A. Aldred follows, survives a very early possibility 
of stumping, and settles for a steady innings. Play stops 
for tea with’ the score at 60 for 1 and, needless to say at 
the resumption we speedily register our first victory.

A very entertaining innings is played by Lieut. Godfrey 
who stays in ‘till he is dismissed for 92.

I am unable to stay for tea as my services are now 
required at Water Polo. At this sport we are suffering from 
lack of knowledge of the game. With a very full fixture card 
we can only practice during our match play. This has not 
been without success, but we have much to learn. Our one 
Victory was in the Garrison League and we hope to report 
many more wins before we finish.

Our leading (and only) goal scorer, Pte. Beames and our 
fast swimmer L/Opl. Duerden are our main assets, at present 
combined with very plucky efforts by other willing novices. 
“Good show lads, keep it up.”

In our next issue we hope to report our rowing conquests. 
This activity comes into its own next week.

S.O.
“B” Company

This month, Pte. Fawkes heads the roll of events for the 
Coy. in the Garrison Rifle shooting competition. He took 
second place with a score of 54, one point dividing first and 
second place. Well done Fawkes, a jolly good show.

Congratulations to L/Cpls. Whybrow, MeOomiskey, Saitch, 
Fenniall and Miles on their recent promotion.

After repeated sailing cancellations. Groups 32 and 33 have 
left the “Rock” for home and demobilisation, with them went 
L/Cpl. Parker, Ptes. Pugh, Porter, Ellidge, White 44, and 
Dodgson (Joe to you). We were sorry to see them go, but 
“twas a far, far better thing,” etc., etc. (maybe).

Preparations for our trip to N. Africa are well in hand, 
and N.C.Os. are dilligently renovating their knowledge of Map 
Reading “Or how not to get lost,” whilst mepacrine parade 
—1730 hours each evening doesn’t go down too well with 
us, and for that matter neither does the tablet.

Sgt. Elf recently took over the duties of camp commandant 
of the Bn. Leave Camp at Catalan Bay. All will go well pro
viding an ambitious business man doesn’t decide to open a 
Chemist shop there.

SPORT
The Cby. representatives for the Bn. Cricket team (first 

XI) are Lieut. W. J. Godfrey and Sgt. Butteries, both keen 
sportsmen and are an asset to the team.

The Water-Polo league has started' and Sgt. Corbett has 
taken the “Plunge” as the Coy. representative. So far most 
of the team’s opponents have won, but nearly all novices, 
the team Shows great promise and enthusiasm for the game.

That’s all for now chaps, so until next month, Adieu.
“Magnum.”

“C” Company
We are pleased to announce this month, that we are now 

in possession of the Inter Company Football Cup. It was a 
long hard struggle with quite a few changes in our team 
owing to releases, but we managed to surmount our diffi
culties and retained our position at the top of the league. The 
day when, with a short speech, our Company Commander 
presented each member of the team With a silver medallion. 
It was a fine little ceremony and was much appreciated by all of us.

Another notable success for the Coy. this month was 
secured by C/Sgt. Ball who, among, a. distinguished; gathering 
took 3rd place in the Gibraltar Garrison Rifle Meeting (Indi
vidual Competition). Since this competition was open to all 
units on “The Rock” — it was fine shooting. Well done, Colour/Sergeant.

Now the summer weather has arrived at last, Cricket and 
Water Polo have come into their own as the leading sports 
here. It gives us much pleasure to announce that Capt. J. A. 
Aldred and Ptes Shanahan and Worth have been selected to play for the Bn. 1st XT. at Cricket.

We have also two members in the Bn. Water Polo team in Lt. E. R. Toogood and C/Sgt. Ball.
We have said goodbye to some more members of the Coy. 

this month, namely, Ptes. Bolt, Smith, Fenton; McNally and 
Rugg. We wish them the very best of luck for the future, 
and may they soon settle down to the new life ahead of them.

We welcome 2nd/Lt. B. A. Leeks who has recently joined 
us, and hope that his stay as 11 Pin. Commander will be a happy one.

Our demonstration Platoon is still away in North Africa on 
training. We hope they are finding their work a pleasant 
change, and not too gruelling.

Before closing our column we would like to congratulate 
our Coy. Commander, Capt. H. P. Barnett, M.C., on attaining his majority.

Support Company
Well, this month we have been guarding one of the 

frontiers of the far flung Empire overseas—fortunately it so 
far has proved a pretty peaceful one, and except for the guards 
who wander up and down the frontier fence, no one has gone 
without sleep. No doubt, as you have already guessed “D” 
Coy. is now down at British Lines, on the Spanish Frontier.

I say we are "D” Coy.—well we were during June, but on 
July 1st we were converted into Support Coy. Actually lt 
didn’t happen as quickly as that, as we have been training 
up the numerous specialist Pins, that go to make a Support 
Coy. for Some months now. We are so much under strength 
owing to demob, and Class "B” that a lot of the personnel 
that should be in the Coy. are but dreams at the moment.

We wish the every best of luck to Sgt. Armstrong and Pte. 
Higgins on their return to U.K., release under Class “B” and 
Civvy Street. Sgt. Armstrong and Woodford, the Coy. Clerk, 
joined the Coy. at the same time. Now Sgt. Armstrong has 
gone, Woodford shares the pedestal with no one and stands 
supreme as the oldest inhabitant—I didn’t say example.

There’s one thing about being down at British Lines, 
we are right alongside the aerodrome and can see when the 
airmail comes in—or doesn’t.

We welcome the new draft and hope they will soon 
settle down and enjoy their stay in the Coy.

Quite a number of the Coy. have got their families out 
here and we hope they will enjoy their stay on the Rock, 
there’s no need to ask where so and so is now.

“H.Q.” Company
We welcome Capt. A. R. J. Kenward as our new Coy. 

Commander, and wish him well in his many jobs—Coy. 
Commander, Messing Officer, Unit Fire Officer and Welfare 
Officer, and we know that he must be one of the busiest 
Officers in the Bn., but in spite of this we understand he 
manages to have his leisure time on Saturday evenings. We
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know -this because our Sgt. Major has confirmed it, and who, 
would care to doubt his word.

, Judging by the haircuts and re-haircuts that we have, 
we are beginning to wonder, if our C.S.M. has any interests 
in the P.R.I., unless he is a friend of the barber’s, but then 
again the barber cannot experiment with a head that only 
“Warrants” a haircut with a hole in the middle. Anyway, 

j if you want anything sold, mention it to the C.S.M., he knows 
how to sell Queen’s Own Gazettes.

C/Sgt. Hawthorne is about to leave us for demob., and 
with him go our best wishes. Incidentally, his storeman— 
Pte. Selbey is working every evening checking the stocks, but 
it’s doubtful whether he will finish before the boat sails— 
we hope!

Pte:' Jones, our Coy. Clerk, is extremely busy too these 
days, and it would appear that he is mainly dealing with 
passes for Spain, now who could better advise on such matters 
than "Jonah.”

Pte. Selbey went for a well-earned rest the other day, 
and his place in the Coy. Stores was ably filled by Pte. Curry 
—the lad with a smile, who carried out his duties exceedingly 
well.

Our very able Pay Clerk, L/Cpl. Joiiitfe,. whose job no 
one envies, is rather over-worked and can often be seen in 
the Dining Hall with a Pay Book in one hand, and eating 
utensils in the other, trying to explain to some disillusioned 
member of the M.T. Section the intricacies of the new Rates 
of Pay.

We have a big Coy. to work for, and occasionally “we do 
our nuts,” we always do bur best for your interests. Before 
we go we tender our best wishes to Sgt. Davis of the B.O.R. 
Pte. Edwards of the Q.M. Staff, Ptes. Mann and Webb of the
M.T. Section, Pte. Price of the Pioneers, and L/Cpl. Bradfield 
of the Regtl. Police, who have left us under class “A” 
Release, and we hope that they will make as many good 
friends in Civvy Street as they have left behind in the Bn.

So here’s saying Cheerio for this montn.
"The Office Boys.1

The M.T. Section (and the whole Coy.) congratulate Capt.
L. B. Epsom on his recent promotion. They are also pleased 
that the Technical 1 Storeman is now a Cpl.—good luck 
Cpl. Wilson.

There is a rumour that some officers in the Bn. are trying 
to purchase scooters as they fear that after the R.E.M.E. 
inspection in Mid July there will be no "M.T.” available. Sgt. 

, Ford will offer odds to all enquirers on the chance of
M. T. or their group arriving first.

ODD ODE
Henry Butcher’s getting keen,
That our locks of silken sheen 
Shall be short and Regimental;
That in a voice so sweet and gentle 
Asks us with unholy glee,
Where the hell we think we b e!
And do we think we’re ruddy poets 
(Doesn’t this verse already show it).
It must be that our Henry, dear.
Regretful of his lack of hair 
Tells the barber "Whip it off,”
I’ll teach the blokes to laugh and scoff.

M.T.S. _____

Regimental Signals
- Hello all Bns. Signals!

Many fresh young faces brighten the daily round these 
days. Reshuffling on return from C.M.F. last year, left only 
six signallers upon whom to rebuild the section. Of these six, 
from 1st Bn., two now remain. Radio Mech. Cpl. Moody, and 
your humble scribe.

“Lottie” was the latest to depart, on “B” release (be’s 
getting a firm grip on these swedes). Our strength Is ad
mirably upheld by the fine lads with the damp numbers 
and by a few grand campaigners of other regiments—not ror- 

* getting the inseparables—L/Cpl. Bill Ralph and Robbo, of 
1st Bn., “D” Coy., and L/Cpl. Ivor Downey from 6th Bn. Sigs., 
Foreman L/Cpl. “Dad” MacTaggart, of D.C.L.I.- brings us 
shades-of Athens whenever we are in the mood—or not!

“Pronto,” Sgt. Harry Hudson, whom so many scattered 
' prodigies of the Invicta .Lines remember from the dark days, 
bears with us patiently.

Work goes well. Our commitments lead us to the Heights 
and Depths of the Rock, to the sports fields and dance halls 
(armed with amplifying kit) and to the lecture room to 
forgo the Signalling blades of the future.

We are a happy band at work and at play.
Good luck to all. Happy “grouping.”

A.R.—Cpl. Nicko.

The Band
The Band are mentioned in despatches for the first time, 

but, in future, they want to be regular contributors. They 
are a small body of nine at present under the guidance of 
Sgt. (Willie) Williams.

With the kit available they are having plenty of practice 
and, in spite of early disappointments, turned out three 
buglers on the Victory Parade to play the Royal Salute--for
H.E. The Governo.r. Poor old Smith 91 was on Convent Guard 
and had his share of honours by being turned out six times, once by H.E. himself.

The Band have taken a hint from the local Boy Scouts 
and are doing a good turn by training the band of that 
movement. They fear that the Boy Scouts will be first on 
parade for they find it easier to obtain instruments than do 
our aspiring bandsmen. >

Sergeants’ Mess
Many faces are temporarily absent from the Mess this 

month. “A” Coy. has proceeded to the North Africa Training 
Camp, and Support Coy. (late “D” Coy.) has gone to British 
Lines. “C” Coy. are also represented .in the North African 
theatre—they supplied the Demonstration Platoon—so the 
members left in Mess have plenty of elbow room (but not 
at the bar—we’ve run out of beer).

We are still losing old members and comrades on demob, 
groups and Class “B,” this time we say goodbye to Sgt. Davis, 
L/Sgt. Lisi and L/Sgt. Armstrong. Well, the best of luck in 
Civvy street chums, and if good wishes can keep you warm, 
you won’t have to bother about clothing coupons.

We welcome to the fold two new members from U.K. 
C/Sgt. Norman who has gone to "B” Coy., and Sgt. Jones, 
who, after three or four days in Support Coy. has now taken 
over the duties of Provost Sgt. Sgt. Hudson (Signal Sgt.) 
and L/Sgt. Blight, “C” Coy., are back from leave, and 
rapidly getting into routine again.

Our congratulations this month go to C/Sgt. Ball on ob
taining third highest score in the Garrison Rifle Meeting and 
to Sgt. Cossens (“I” Section) on- obtaining his third stripe.

Cheerio for now.
R.J.L. -

............... ’, ♦ . .
No. 13

HOLDING BATTALION
"What do you do with yourselves all the day in a 

Holding Battalion?” How often I have been asked that 
question, and I feel that for the benefit of readers who have 
not been here and who might be in the future, a few 
words of explanation of how we justify our existence would 
be most helpful .and of interest.

In the first place this is not as some misinformed people 
think, a Transit Camp. We do of course deal with All 
Ranks who are temporarily displaced, pending their posting, 
but while they are here we try to make life interesting and 
keep them usefully occupied.

The Regimental companies are all engaged in Training. 
All Ranks reporting here undergo a three week refresher 
course in all forms of Military Training and it is surprising 
how very many men, especially if they have been in employ
ment for a long time, know little or nothing about the latest 
types of weapons and are thoroughly out of date in Field 
Training.

We are very fortunate here in having ranges, on which 
practically all Infantry weapons can be fired, within reason
able reach of Barracks.

The P.T. Staff keep everyone fit and undertake remedial 
courses for those suffering from disabilities.

The Training wing naturally is only for the benefit of 
those, personnel who have still some time to go before de
mobilisation. We also cater for those about to be returned 
to civilian life.

A , very comprehensive Unit Education Scheme is in 
operation and deals with most of the main commercial trades. 
In addition, when a certain trade cannot be taught, arrange
ments are made whereby a man is attached to a local firm.
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Visits are arranged with all types of .large commercial 
firms and combines to get men back into touch with condi
tions in Civil life today.

We are very fortunate in having ample facilities for 
practically all sports in or near Barracks.
CRICKET —

Under the management of the Padre, Rev. Jackson, 
cricket is in full swing. A Inter-Coy. Knock-out is at present 
being played.

During the month a two-evening match between Officers 
H.Q. Coy. and No. 1 Coy. versus Officers Nos. 2 and 3 Coys, 
was played which resulted., in a comfortable win for the latter.
SWIMMING-.—

We are fortunate in being very near to Gravesend Swim
ming bath, and full use is made of it both during and 
after Parade hours^.

On 31st July we hope to hold a Bn. Gala, the results 
of which I will include in next month’s issue.

A team was entered for the District Championships dur
ing the month, in which we were placed 3rd. .

The following entered for the S.E. District Swimming 
Gala at Colchester on 10th July and were placed as follows : 

100 Breast Stroke: 1st, L/Cpl. Girling; 4th, Pte.
j Langley.

100 Back Stroke:. 4th, Pte. Rutmore.
L/Cpl. Girling has. now : been. selected . to represent 

Eastern Command in the Army Championship to be held at 
Birmingham.
ATHLETICS.—

No Athletic Meetings have been held during the month, 
but I would like to take this opportunity of congratulating 
L/Cpl. Iden on winning the 3-mile in the Army Champion
ship at Aldershot. A really great effort.
SHOOTING

As reported in the last issue we held a Bn. Meeting. 
This was so successful that ;we have decided to hold another 
in the near future. The boys, are holding Coy. Meetings 
at the moment with a view to selecting their teams.

A Unit Small-bore. Competition is also being run and 
arouses enthusiasm. At present the Officers’ Team lead on 
points and hope to retain that position.

C.R.H.
--------- 1--------- -

INFANTRY TRAINING 
CENTRE

The end of July has brought the height of the season to 
the I.T.C. It has been difficult to keep pace with all the social 
and sporting activities.

On 3rd July we received a farewell visit from Major- 
General E. G. Miles, C.B., D.S.O., M.C., G.O.C. Home Counties 
District. With him came his successor, Major-General H. C. 
Stockwell, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., who has only recently returned 
from the Par East.

An “At Home” was held at Invicta Lines on 24th July, 1946, 
The weather was for once very kind, and the guests were able 
to walk freely on the lawns of the Officers’ Mess, where the 
band of the Is Bn. The Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regt. 
played under the direction of Mr. McKenna. Among the many 
present were representatives from Home Counties District, la 
Holding Bn., 4th and 8th Cadet Bns. Q.O.R.W.K. Regt., past 
and present members of The Queen’s Royal Regiment and The 
Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment, and the following 
former members of the I.T.C. and their ladies :

Major and Mrs. de M. Severn.
Major and Mrs. C. Norton.
Major and Mrs. S. E. Brooks.
Captain and Mrs. D. B. Burne.
Captain B. Valentine, M.C.
Sub Miss S. Browne, A.T.S.
Lieutenant I. Buckland.
Lieutenant B. Blades.
On 25th July, a “Le Cateau” dance was held in the 

Gymnasium, at Invicta Lines, by the members of the W.O.s’ and Sgts.’ Mess.
It has been very pleasing for members of The Queen’s Own 

Royal West Kent Regt. to meet once again so many friends 
who came down to Maidstone Cricket Week and the Regimental 
Re-union, and who also called to visit the I.T.C.

We are glad to record that Major J. T. Leigh and Major

R. Love have both been permitted to extend their services for' 
the duration. Defaulters should also note that the same 
applies to C.S.M. “Polly” Rogers, our Provost W.O. -

Major B. J. R. Stoneham has returned from a long spell 
in hospital, and resumed command of "G” Coy.

Major D. H. Andrews, M.C., left us rather- hurriedly after 
a short stay as 2 i/c. We wish him every success as a Staff 
Officer in C.M.P. «
SPORT. "

The main events have been Cricket, Swimfning and 
Athletics.
CRICKET.   ^The team has suffered from ever-changing personnel, but 
has now settled down for the season-under Vhe captaincy of 
Capt. P. Randall, M.M. Results to. date : —

v, Maidstone Police—I.T.C. 105; Maidstone Police. 58 for 8 
(draw).

v. Maidstone H.G.—I.T.C. 46; H.G. 72 (lost)............
v. Dartford C.C.—I.T.C. 145 for 5 declared; Dartford C.C.

92 for 2 (draw).............
v. Linton Park C.C.—Linton 112; I.T.C. 87 (lost), 
v. Henley Sports Club*—Henley 62; I.T.C.'39: (lost).’

SWIMMING. . . . .  • '
After the Inter-Company Championship had been won by 

“E” Coy., the I.T.C. Swimming Team, led by 2/Lt./ Hurst; 
entered for the District Gala on 4th July. T.B.R.E. (Chatham) 
beat us in this championship by 1£ points. Eight people from 
the I.T.C. team were then chosen to swim for the District 
team in the Command Gala. The following were then 
selected for the Army -Championships to be held at Birmingham
on 2nd and 3rd August: ' ........

2/Lt. Albala, 2/Lt. Hurst,-L/Gpl. Kyte, Pte. Weaver.
ATHLETICS.

The Unit has been well represented by 2/Lt. Scott 
Wilson and Drum-Major Watts, both of whom will run for the 
Army in the Inter-services championship.
I.T.C. COLOURS.

The undermentioned have been awarded their I.T.C, 
colours and have also represented Home Counties District in 
recent sporting events : —

Athletics—2/Lt. Markham, Drum-Major Watts, Cpl. Smith 
(72), Cpl. Allbut.

Swimming—2/Lieut. Unna, 2/Lieut. Albala, 2/Lieut. Hurst, 
Sgt. Scott, L/Cpl, Kyte, Pte. Weaver, Pte. Thomas.

— -----4----------
RABBIT PUN

There was an old rabbit that lived in Brier Creek. He 
had lived there for years and years. No one knew how old he 
really was. One day some young rabbit reporters came to 
interview him. The interview ran something like this : 

“Mr. Rabbit how old are you?”
“Oh, I’m very old,” the rabbit replied.
“Do you know why you have outlived your friends?” 

asked the bunny reporter. “Do you do anything unusual?” 
“Well, I always take a bath in beer. You might call that 

unusual,” the old one said.
“Goodness, please tell us why you always take a bath 

in beer,” asked the first reporter very quickly.
“Well, it gives me a few more hops.”

EYES RIGHT n o t I c e S

If you want your Evening Wear, 
Sports Wear, or in fafct anything 
Laundered expertly, send to the

Maidstone & District Laundry Go. , Ltd.
Loose Road, Maidstone.

T e le p h o n e : M a id s ton e  3020
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BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & DEATHS
BIRTHS.

CHANDLER.—On July 17th, 1946, at Queen Charlotte’s Hospital, 
London, to Winifred, wife of Capt. Bernard Chandler, The 
Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regt., a daughter.

HUMPHREY.—On 25th June, 1946, at Pembury, Kent, to the 
wife of Sgt. V. Humphrey, a daughter, Christine Prances.

KYTE.—On 3rd July, 1946, at Amersham, Bucks, to the wife of 
Pte. L. Kyte, a son, Michael Leonard.

RANDELL.—pn 29th May, 1946, at Castleford, to the wife of 
A/Capt. P. E. O. Randell, M.M., a son, David John Batley.

MARRIAGES.
BAILEY—APPLETON.—On July 24th, 1946, at Compton, Surrey, 

by the Rev. B. Bailey, of Oxford, uncle of the bridegroom, 
Capt. John David Beaumont Bailey, The Queen’s Own 
Royal West Kent Regiment, son of the late Dr. Bailey, and 
of Mrs. Bailey, of St. Tudy, Cornwall, to Margaret Ruth 
Appleton, daughter of Professor and Mrs. Appleton, of 
Godaiming.

CAYZER—DOYLE.—On 6th July, 1946, at Maidstone, Cpl. W. 
Cayzer to Philamena Theresa Doyle.

DOVER—JAMES.—On Sunday, July 14th, 1946, at St. John the 
Baptist Church, Swalecliife, Kent, Major Victor Dover, 
M.C., of the Parachute Regiment and The Queen’s Own 
Royal West Kent Regiment, only son of Victor Dover,
F.C.I.I., and Mrs. Victor Dover, of Elm Wood West, Swale- 
cliffe, Kent, to Joan Lilian James, younger daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. P. L. James, of “Powey,” Oakleigh Road 
(North), Whetstone, N.20.

PEACHEY—SUTCLIFFE.—On 8th July, 1946, at Canton, L/C G. 
Peachey to Sylvia Ellen Sutcliffe.

PUGH—McGREGOR.—The wedding took place on Saturday, 
July 27th, 1946, at Holy Trinity, Brompton, between Capt. 
Peter Storie Pugh, M.B.E., M.C., The Queen’s Own Royal 
West Kent Regiment, of Pennard House, Sevenoaks, elder 
son of Major L. P. Pugh, Stidulfe Meade, Seal, and the late 
Mrs. Pugh, and Alison McGregor, daughter of Capt. Oliver 
Lyle, O.B.E., and Mrs. Lyle, Shorehill, Kemsing.

RICKCORD—COTTON.—On June 1st, at The Church of St. 
Tarcisius, Camberley, Major Michael Bentinck Rickcord, 
The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, second son 
of the late Commander P. S. Rickcord, Royal Navy, and 
Mrs. Rickcord, of Crowthorne, to Audrey, second daughter 
of Gilbert Cotton, A.R.I.B.A., and Mrs. Cotton, of Pilton, 
Crowthorne, Berkshire.

SIMMONS—BOOTH.—On 1st July, 1946, at Maidstone, Kent, 
Bdsm. Peck to Emily Booth.

DEATHS.
CARR.—On the 1st July. 1946, at the West Kent Hospital, 

Maidstone, Douglas Walter Carr, late The' Queen’s Own 
Royal West Kent Regiment.

CRIGHTON.—On the 10th July, whilst serving with “B" Coy., 
2nd Bn. The Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment, 
14883724 Pte. Crighton, R.

STEVENS.—On 26th June, 1946, at Horley Military Hospital, 
Major W. R. Stevens, late Adjutant and Officer Command
ing “A" Company, 2nd Bn. The Queen’s Own Royal West 
Kent Regiment.

IN MEMORIAM.
BATES.—In loving memory of our son and brother, Lieut.

J. S. (“Charles”) Bates, The Queen’s Own Royal West Kent 
Regiment, attached the Border Regiment, on this his 21st. 
Accidentally killed on Sept. 5th, 1945.

MARTYN.—In ever loving memory of Brig.-General Arundel 
Martyn, C.B., C.M.G., The Queen’s Own Royal West Kent 
Regiment, beloved husband and father.

--------- f ---------
SITUATIONS VACANT.

BUTLER.—Single; preferably able to drive a car, with 
experience as a Mess Waiter and Officer’s Servant; £3 a week; 
live in; week's holiday with pay every three months.—Apply;
N. Douglas, Esq., Hatchams House, Crouch, Borough Green, Kent. (Tel. Borough Green 32).

MARRIED COUPLE.—Husband required as gardener- 
handyman, and wife to act as cook. First class accommodation 
available and there is no objection to children.—Apply, men
tioning the Regiment, to; Mrs. c. Hohler, Court Lodge, Stansted, Kent,

“W hat does Naafi do 
for Serv ice Sportsm en ?”
Naafi runs a special department to cater for the sports 
requirements of the three Services, which not only 
supplies the necessary equipment for all kinds of 
games, but also has a number of sports experts to 
advise units on any matter concerning sports.

Sports gear of all kinds can be obtained by units 
from the Naafi sports warehouses which are to be 
found in a number of centres in the United Kingdom 
and in overseas Commands.

Naafi’s sports service is available to individual 
sportsmen as well as to units, and whilst in some cases 
care may be necessary in restricting certain sports items 
to units only, with the return of more normal times 
Naafi will be able to offer the best kit and equipment 
to all Service sportsmen.

Enquiries should be made to the manager of the 
nearest Naafi Sports Warehouse, Naafi Sports Shops 
overseas, or, in the case of difficulty, direct to the 
Sports Department—

N A A F I
RUXLEY TOWERS, CLAYGATE, 

ESHER, SURREY
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HOME COUNTIES AREA.

“Quo Fas et Gloria Ducunt.”

BATTLE HONOURS BORNE ON THE REGIMENTAL COLOUR :
The Sphinx, superscribed “Egypt."

“Vimiera,” “Corunna,” “Almaraz,” “Vittoria,” “Pyrenees.” “Nlve.” "Orthes,” “Peninsula,” “Punniar,” "Moodkee.”
“Ferozeshah,” “Aliwal," “Sobraon,” “Alma,” “Inkerman,” “Sevastopol,” “Lucknow,” “New Zealand,” “Egypt, 1882,"

"Nile, 1884-85,” “South Africa, 1900-02," Afghanistan, 1919.”

BATTLE HONOURS BORNE ON THE KING'S COLOUR :
“Mons,” “Ypres, 1914, T5, '17, ’18,” “Hill 60," “Somme, 1916, T8,” “Vimy, 1917,” “Italy, 1917, T8,” “Gallipoli, 1915,”

“Gaza,” “Defence of Kut A1 Amaia,” “Sharqat.”

. THE GREAT WAR BATTLE HONOURS—18 BATTALIONS :
"Mons,” “Le Cateau,” “Retreat from Mons,” “Marne, 1914,” “Ainsne, 1914,” “La Bassee, 1914,” “Messeines, 1914, '17,” 
“Ypres, 1914, T5 T7, 18,” “Hill 60,” “Gravenstavel.” “St. Julien,” “Frezenberg,” “Loos,” “Somme, 1916, ‘18,”
“Albert, 1916, T8,” “Bazentin,” “Delville Wood,” “Pozieres," “Guillemont,” “Flers-Courcelette,” “Morval,” “Thiepval,” 
“Le Transloy,” “Ancre Heights,” “Ancre, 1916, T8,” Arras,”1917, T8,” “Vimy, 1917,” “Scarpe, 1917,” “Oppy,”
“Pilckem,” "Langemarck, 1917,” “Menin Road,” “Polygon Wood,” “Broodseinde," “Passchendaele," “Cambrai, 1917, T8” 
“St. Quentin,” “Rosieres,” “Avre,” Villers Bretonneux,” “Lys,” “Hazebrouck,” “Kemmel,” “Amiens,” “Bapaume, 1918,” 
“Hindenburg Line,” “Epehy,” “Canal du Nord,” “St. Quentin Canal,” “Courtrai,” “Selle,” “Sambre,”
“France and Flanders, 1914-18,” “Italy, 1917, ’18,” “Suvla,” “Landing at Suvla,” “Scimitar Hill,” “Gallipoli, 1915,” 
“Rumani,” “Egypt, 1915-16,” “Gaza," “El . Mughar,” “Jerusalem,” “Jericho,” “Tell ’Asur,” “Palestine, 1917, T8”

“Defence of Kut A1 Amara,” “Sharqat,” “Mesopotamia, 1915-18.”

TE6itorial
The Editor, Major A. A. Eason, being away on a well 

deserved leave, the acting editor, who for some months 
has worked in close association with him, takes this 
opportunity of thanking him for all the trouble and hard 
work he has taken in connection with The Queen’s Own 
Gazette, The Memorial Service and Fund, Regimental 
Dinner and Cricket Tent, and the Past and Present Associa
tion and Re-union.

Before the War, the organisation of all these functions 
would have been spread over a number of officers and the 
staff of the Depot. This year. Major Eason has cheerfully 
undertaken all these tasks himself, with the willing aid 
of his small office staff and the very helpful co-operation of 
the O.C. 13th I.T.C.

To all concerned, a great debt of gratitude is due for 
the smooth and efficient way in which these functions have 
been arranged.

Amongst our correspondence recently have been letters 
from former members of the Regiment, now living in 
Guernsey, Malta, Canada and India.

It is good to hear from old comrades so widely scat

tered, and to know the spirit of the Regiment is very much 
alive in various parts of the world.

Though the 1st Battalion correspondence this month 
comes from Greece, we understand the Battalion is now 
in Egypt.

We are pleased to record visits during the month from :
Lt.-Colonel J. M. D. Booth-Tucker, who is on a short 

spell here from Malta;
Lt.-Colonel B. L. Clay, O.B.E., who is shortly leav

ing for India.

Owing to pressure of space the second list of sub
scribers to the Royal West Kent War Memorial Fund is 
held over until the next issue.

Subscription rates: —
Officers 9/- per annum, post free;
Other Ranks 5/- per annum, post free; 
Single Copies 5d., post free,
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LETTERS TO  THE EDITOR
Regular Forces Employment Association, 

Dock Road,
cnatham 

(Opposite St. Mary’s Church).
29th July, 1946.

Dear Sir,You probably know that this Association holds the waiting 
list of ex-Regular Soldiers who desire “established appoint
ments” in the Post Office.Hitherto officers have been ineligible for such appoint
ments, but an instruction has now been issued stating that 
“Regular officers commissioned from the Ranks” are eligible 
for such work.As it is a little difficult for us to get in touch with those 
who have previously been refused registration, I wonder if a 
notice in your journal could put the matter right.

Thanking you for your help.Yours faithfully,
W. H. DARWAL,

Captain, R.N.,
Local Secretary.

24, “B" Kara Street,
St. Julians,

Malta, G.C.
Dear Sir,First I would like to say I am an ex-Sergeant of the 2nd 

R.W.K. Regt. and am living in Malta.I would like you to make it known that if there is any
one who lost any of their relations in Malta and would like 
a photo of the grave, if they care to write to me an'd give 
person’s number, rank and name and the place of the grave, 
I will be only too pleased to take a photo and send it on. 
I hope you can arrange this. 1 am Sir,

J. F. A. Sawyer.
Ex-Sgt. 6343345 >2nd R.W.K. Regt.

Bridgetown,
Nova Scotia,

Canada.
Dear Sir,Thank you for your “tip” that I become a subscriber to 

the Gazette.My interest in your Regt. dates back to about 1888 when, 
if my memory serves me, the 2nd Bn. was quartered in 
Chatham Barracks, and I followed the fortunes of your 
famous cricket eleven an’d tug-of-war team of that day.

My personal choice was the Army in general, and the 
“Queen’s Own” in particular. Parental frustration prevented 
my enlistment. Yours most faithfully,

G. T. Bryant.
P.S.—My grateful thanks to you, Sir, if you could induce 

an old soldier of the Queen’s Own residing in or near Maid
stone (officer or non-com.) to correspond with me periodically 
or occasionally.

No. 1 Wing,
No. 1 Canadian Repatriation Depot.

Canadian Army, England.
Dear Sir, 11th August, 1946.
Sorry not to have written sooner, but have been pretty 

busy taking over my n’ew job.
I was disappointed to read in the paper that Kent did not 

win the cricket match, better luck to Valentine and his team 
next time. Please extend my very best regards to all of the 
members whom I had the pleasure of meeting and thank the 
Depot Adjutant of The Queen’s Own for the nice memento he 
gave me and which I shall treasure—a “Queen’s Own” Badge.

It was a pleasure and an honour to be present at the first 
post-war re-union of The Queen’s Own. and to meet so many 
distinguished soldiers of the Regiment.

I can honestly say I had two very enjoyable days and was 
made to feel at home at all times.

I do hope that an opportunity may arise soon’ again so l 
can visit the Depot at Maidstone to renew' acquaintances.

Thank you again very sincerely for the hospitality and 
good will shown to me at the Re-Union and at the Depot.

With many thanks and good wishes.
Sincerely yours,

H. E. Belyea, Capt.

12, Mohini Mansions,
94, Russa Road,

Kalighat P.O.
Calcutta India.

Dear Major, 3rd July, 1946.
Many thanks for note about Wood found in one of the 

“Busters” a couple of months ago. I had not seen him for 
months but had surmised that he had gone home as his school 
had broken up.

Enclosed please find five bob for a year’s sub, for the old 
“Buster” which is now the only means of keeping in totsch 
with the old regiment now that there is no battalion’ out here. 
We often saw members of the 4th whilst they were under 
training at Chas and in Burma and are sorry to hear that 
they have been disbanded. They earned a very Ante name 
whilst in the forward area especially at Kohima and are very 
often spoken about by people of other regiments and 
demobbed persons who were near them at the time.

Well, I suppose you would like some news of the old 
members who are still in Calcutta. The ex-lst Bn'. Q.M. store- 
wallah V. Fairbrother is to be congratulated on attaining 
the rank of major in the R.I.A.S.C. He was recently demobbed 
and is now employed at Herbertson’s in Dalhousie Square, 
and needless to say is seeing that our canteen is well stocked 
after being like old Mother Hubbard’s cupboard during the 
war. Keep it up Fairey, the “old Vienna” is good stuff and 
also the Black and White. Wally Eason of Newman’s also 
got on well finishing up as a Lt.-Col in the Indian’ Pioneer Corps. 
But as regards the police members we had to stay put as we 
could not be spared in spite of volunteering to a man. 
Charlie Whybrow is still i/c Canteen, Juden is i/c Furniture 
at Police Headquarters whilst “Lungra” Westlake is O/C 
Kidderpore Docks Guard, and Percy Baker is O/C Goondas. 
George Thorogood unfortunately died of tyohus last year, 
whilst I myself am at Tollygunge Police Station.

It was good to hear that Gammel was still with the 
Palestine Police, although we could not make him out in the 
photo which appeared in the “Buster” recently. He must be 
having a busy time round Haifa way lately, the same as we 
have at times keeping law and order.

The writer paid a visit to Jaifapore rifle ranges last 
Friday, the scene of many a 1st Bn. member’s downfall 24 and 
25 years. It is still the same old condition with the sun 
coming.up behind the butts. The police force is now getting 
up to date having wireless vans and certain fellows being 
trained with the sten and tommy guns. Tear gas has been in’ 
use for some time and is very useful, as experienced during 
the riots last November and February when only the dead 
and injured stop to have a second dose.

Glad to see that the old “Buster” has gone back to the 
old peace time routine in being published monthly instead of quarterly.

Well, its about time I packed up, will write again when 
anything crops. Am expecting to pay a visit to the Depot 
next year when I hope to be on leave for a few months pro
viding rationing is abolished, as being 20 stone now is not 
nice to lose it.

Well, cheerio for the present.
Yours sincerely, J. Dodd Sgt.

---------4---------
BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & DEATHS

BIRTHS
MARTYN.—On Wednesday, August 7th, 1946, at Woodhayes 

Nursing Home, to Jean (nee Laird), wife of Major Anthony 
Martyn, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regt. — a 
daughter (Sarah).

RICE.—On July 6th, 1946, at Lambeth, to the wife of L/Cpl. Rice, R. — a son, Albert Edward.
HULL.—On August 9th. 1946, at Edmonton, to the wife of 

Pte. E. Hull — a son, Michael James.
HACKFORTH.—On August 27th, 1946, to -Patricia Mary (nee 

Tozer), wife of Capt. D. F. Hackforth, of 27, Beckenham 
Road, Beckenham — a son, Duncan Robin.

PARRIS.—On August 13th, 1946, at Brompton, Kent, to the 
wife of O/Sgt. H. Parris —■ a son', John Edward.

RATCLIFFE.—.On August 7th, 1946. at Rumwood Court, Lang- 
ley, Kent, to the wife of Sgt. H. Ratcliii'e — a daughter, Janice Cheryl.

MARRIAGES
ALLWOOD—STEVENSON.—On July 27th, 1946, at Maidstone, 

Kent, Pte. G. Allwood to Audrey Philippa Stevenson.
STARTUP—WEBB.—On August 17th, 1946, at East Farleigh, 

Kent. Pte. W. Startup to Elsie May Webb,
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Honours and Awards
EXTRACTS FROM LONDON GAZETTE

The Kin'g has been pleased to grant unrestricted 
permission for the wearing of the following decoration which 
has been conferred on the undermentioned personnel in 
recognition of distinguished services in the cause of the 
Allies : —

Decorations conferred by the President of the United 
States of America.

LEGION OP MERIT, DEGREE OP .OFFICER.
Colonel (acting) Denis George Harver Stapleton, O.B.E. 

(156658).
Mentioned in recognition of gallant and distinguished services 

in the Par East.
Lieut.-Colonel (temporary) P. E. Crook (68434).
Major P. R. H. Turner (63913).
Mentioned in recognition of gallant and distinguished services 

in the Field.
Captain H. E. Duff (93718).
6342277 Lance-Corporal A. J. Idden'den.

Army Commander’s Certificate for Good Service. 
Captain R. J. Penny (149040).
6338667 C.S.M. J. H. C. Wickham.

---------4--------- -

Promotions and Appointments
EXTRACTS FROM LONDON GAZETTE

COMMISSIONS
(The undermentioned Cadets to be 2nd Lieuts.).

14037476 Walter Joseph Wears (368456), 7th June, 1946.
T/14061376 John Casimir Wheeler (368458) 7th June,’ 1946.
14836844 Henry Donovan Angus Pennells (368802), 29th June. 

1946.
14491691 Alan Scott Ford (368817), 29th Jun'e, 1946.
14862576 John Desmond McCormack (368850), 29th June, 1946.
14835599 James Hew Scott-Wilson (368858), 29th June, 1946.
2628345 John Frederic De Symons Lewis-Barned (369140), 5th 

July, 1946.
14855472 John Barry Kingston (369176), 5th July, 1946.
14867207 Norman Philip Lawrence (369178), 5th July. 1946.
14480768 Terence Nelson' George Southam (369201), 5th July, 

1946.
14496043 Robyn Griffith-Jones (369211), 5th July, 1946, with 

precedence next below 2nd Lieut. A. W. King (369174).
14867384 Joseph Michael Johnson (369940), 9th June, 1946.
14942779 Dennis Russell Don (369978), 9th June, 1946.
PLY/X114855 Anthony Gordon Dymore-Brown (369462), 20th 

July, 1946.
PROMOTIONS

Lieut. (War Subs. Capt.) V. Dover, M.C. (113514), to be Capt. 
1st July, 1946.

2nd Lieut. (War Subs. Lieut.) Douglas Collins (176331), from 
Emergency Commission, to be Lieut., 17th August, 1946, 
with seniority, 15th September, 1943.

2nd Lieut. (War Subs. Lieut.) Maurice Arthur John Tugwell 
(323017), from A.A.C. (P.R.), to be 2nd Lieut., 17th August, 
1946, with seniority, 24th June, 1946.

2nd Lieut. (War Subs. Capt.) A. W. Franklin (350207), to be 
Lieut., 4th July, 1946.

2nd Lieut. (War Subs. Capt.) Eric George Woodman, M.C. 
(182357), from Emergency Commission’, A.A.C. (P.R.), to be 
Lieut., 31st August, 1946, with seniority, 17th July, 1946.

RETIREMENT
Lieut.-Colonel G. E. L. Pardington, M.B.E. (7527), having 

exceeded the age limit retires 14th August, 1946, and is 
restored to the rank of Lieut.-Colonel.

RELINQUISHMENTS
War Subs. Lieut, A. J. Burke (249832), relinquishes his com

mission on account of disability, 24th July, 1946, and is 
granted the hon. rank "of Lieut.

War Subs. Capt. L. Knoop (180647), relinquishes his com

mission, 26th July, 1946, and is granted the hon. rank of 
Major.

War Subs. Lieut. N. Kershaw (25583), having exceeded the age 
limit relinquishes his commission. 12th February, 1946, 
and is granted the hon. rank of Capt.

War Subs. Lieut. F. A. Whyman (324287), relinquishes his com
mission on account of disability, 31st August, 1946, and is 
granted the hon’. rank of Lieut,

EXTRACTS FROM WAR OFFICE ORDERS
The undermentioned Capt. (A./Major), to be T./Major : —

D. H. Andrews, M.C. (44032), 29th July, 1946 
(Extracts from W.O. Order No. 31, dated 1st August, 1946). 

The undermentioned W.S. Lieuts. (A./Capts.), to be T./Capts : —
D. A. W. Bradley (327980), 1st June, 1946.
N. O. Durdant-Hollanby (261685), 28th June, 1946. 

(Extracts from W.O. Order No. 31, dated 1st August, 1946). 
The undermentioned W.S. Lieut, is re-granted T./Capt: —

J. A, Davies (264654), 16th March, 1946.
(Extracts from W.O. Order No. 31, dated 1st August, 1946). 

The undermentioned 2nd Lieuts. to be W.S. Lieuts :—■
A. White (360433), 22nd June, 1946.
B. Barton-Chappie (364274), 13th July 1946.
N. J. Campbell (364341), 13th July, 1946.
R. E. Cannings (364296), 13th July, 1946.
J. H. Fall (364266), 13th July, 1946.
C. A. G. Whitmore (364361), 13th July, 1946.
H. C. Roberts (364483), 20th July, 1946
K. G. Hurst (362238), 1st August, 1946.

(Extracts from W.O. Order No. 31, dated 1st August, 1946). 
The undermentioned Capt. (T./Major) (A./Lieut.-Colonel), to 

be T./Lieut.-Colonel and W.S. Major : —
H. G. Jennings-Bramley (44822), 21st February, 1945. 

(Extract from W.O. Order No. 32, dated 8th August, 1946). 
The undermentioned Capt. (A./Major), to be T./Major 

(BA.O.R.) : —
M. B. Rickcord (73163), 2nd August, 1946.

(Extract from W.O. Order No. 32, dated 8th August, 1946). 
The undermentioned W.S. Major is re-granted T./Lieut.- 

Colonei : —
H. G. Jennings-Bramley (44822), 24th November, 1945. 

(Extract from W.O. Order No. 32, dated 8th August, 1946).
The undermentioned W.S. Lieuts. (A./Capts.), to be T./Capts :—- 

A. D. Hatt (285635), 9th February, 1946.
W. Ramsbottom (296599), 4th April, 1946.

(Extract from W.O. Order No. 33, dated 15th August, 1946). 
The undermentioned 2nd Lieuts. to be W.S. Lieuts:-—

A. E. J. Butterworth (364252), 13th July, 1946.
E. G. Childs (364327), 13th July, 1946.
A. F. Crane (364347), 13th July, 1946.

(Extract from W.O. Order No. 33, dated 15th August, 1946). 
The undermentioned W.S. Lieuts. (A./Capts.), to be T./Capts : —

V. T. King. M.C. (148607), 18th March, 1945.
G. W. Dayer-Smith (187113), 27th July, 1946.

(Extract from W.O. .Order No. 34, dated 22nd August, 1946). 
The undermentioned 2nd Lieuts. to W.S. Lieuts : —

R. H. J. Elsworth (365370), 10th August, 1946.
E. D. Giddings (365300), 10th August, 1946.
G. L. Godbolt (365329), 10th August, 1946.
J. W. J. Groom (365368), 10th August, 1946.
D. A. Kay (365323) 10th August, 1946.
B. W. C. R. Wright*(365358), 10th August, 1946.
V. R. Finch (362555), 16tli August, 1946.
R. W. Lamb (362595), 16th August, 1946.

' (Extract from W.O. Order No. 34, dated 22nd August, 1946). 
The undermentioned W.S. Lieut. (T./Capt.) (A./Major), to be

T./Major and W.S. Capt : —
R. S. Rorison, M.M. (197259), 4th March, 1945.

■(Extract from W.O. Order No. 34, dated 22nd August, 1946). 
The undermentioned W.S. Lieut. (A./Capt.), to be T./Capt: —

I. B. Macaskie (86215), 26th July, 1946.
(Extract from W.O. Order No. 34, dated 22nd August, 1946. 

The undermentioned W.S. Lieut. (T./Capt.) (A./Major), to be
T./Major and W.S. Capt : —
R. H. D. Allen (93470)', 1st August, 1946.

(Extract from W.O. Order No. 34, dated 22nd August, 1946).
RELINQUISHMENTS

The undermentioned W.S. Lieut. (T./Capt.), relinquishes
T./Capt : —
J. A. Davies (264654), 28th January, 1946.

The undementioned W.S. Major (T./Lieut.-Colonel), relinquishes
T./Lieut.-Colonel : —
H. G. Jennings-Bramley (44822), 3rd November, 1945. 

(Extract from W.O. Order No. 32, dated 8th August, 1946.
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SOME NOTES ON CASSINO

1$2

The monastery of Cassino was built in the early 6th 
century by St. Benedict, upon the site of a Roman temple of 
Apollo : the town was called Casinum by the Romans. The 
hill is 1,700 feet in height at the summit, and dominates every 
approach. Monastery Hill itself is in turn, as with almost 
the whole of the surrounding terrain, dominated by Monte 
Cairo, a 3,000ft. mountain to the north-east. The Monastery 
has had a violent history : it was sacked by the Lombards, re
built in 720, sacked again by the Saracens in 884, again by 
the Germans in 1400, and later on by Napoleon. In 1866, 
when the majority of monaseries were dissolved, the Benedic
tine monks were spared the despoiling of their monastery, 
which was preserved as a national monument until they were 
permitted to re-occupy it some years later. Its greatest and 
most violent sacking, however, was to come. On March 15th, 
1944, one of the greatest aerial attacks in history was launched 
upon it after it had been already turned virtually into a 
fortress by the Germans.

Anyone who has seen this part of Italy, as well as anyone 
who has studied maps and photographs of it, realises at once 
that such an almost perfect defensive stronghold could but 
have a chequered career.

In spite of its bombardment with all the power of modern 
bombing and an all out assault by the New Zealand Corps in 
March, 1944, the Monastery held out and remained, stubbornly 
defended by German Paratroops, as one of their strongest 
bastions, in the face of Allied attacks, until it was overcome 
In the May offensive. The town of Cassino, at the foot of the 
hill which held the approaches to the Monastery was defended 
by these Paratroops with a tenaciousness and violence which 
has few equals in the history of war. The attack in March by 
the New Zealand Corps failed only by a small margin. One 
might put this margin down to three factors : the fighting 
qualities of the German Parachute troops being one, the other 
two being the appalling but hindering destruction of the 
approaches by the heavy bombs which impeded both tanks 
and infantry, and the fact that the entire town is a rabbit 
warren of cellars and underground passages from which new 
Germans appeared as if by magic as fast as they were killed : 
there were not enough infantry to hold the houses taken.

The air photographs give some idea of what the power of 
heavy bombs can achieve. After the bombardment, it was 
impossible to see even where was the main route six leading 
straight up to the Continental Hotel at the top where it turns 
westward. The devastation of such solid stone buildings had 
to be seen to be believed possible.

The attack in March, 1944, took the attackers well into 
the town, and in some places, as for instance the Castle, up 
on the hill behind it. In spite of an unsuccessful finish, these 
captured positions were tenaciously held on to, which gave 
the resulting defensive line something quite unorthodox in 
shape, and resulting in some positions during the static period 
being overlooked from front, sides and rear, as many officers

and men of the 6th Bn. will readily testify; as they will also 
to a good deal of inside and unpleasant knowledge of the Castle 
and the area round it. The 5th Bn. and 1st Bn. were for a 
short time in April, 1944, side by side on the inter-divisonal 
boundary between the 4th Division and the 8th Indian Divi
sion, with the 5th Bn. in the railway station area and the 1st 
Bn. in the town on their right.

Life in Cassino during this period was unusual from most 
points of view. It started from the manner in which one 
went up to the town for reliefs with sandbagged feet, in 
single file and with food and water in Everest carriers on one’s 
back. The route up included three Bailey bridges, which the 
Germans spent all day tryng to destroy, being prevented only by 
the continuous smoke screen; usually however, most of the 
planking had been blown oft, which made crossing them 
similar to the sideways passage of a monkey on the bars of its 
cage.

Life in the town was almost entirely spent underground 
or in shadowy corners of half-demolished buildings. H.Q. of 
the 1st Bn. during its stay was a joint one with 6th Black 
Watch, in the crypt of what was once a large monastery 
(seen in the foreground of the photograph). In it Bn. H.Q. 
ate, worked and occasionally slept, by artificial light both by 
day and night. The entrance was a narrow hole, into which 
a very large officer, arriving with the posters after dark one 
evening, got stuck. He turned out, much to the astonishment 
of the C.O., to be the Corps catering adviser. There was an 
understanding with the Boche at that time that live and let 
live was the motto from dusk until about 23.00 hours, after 
which the roads and tracks into the town, on both sides, 
were apt to become rather unhealthy. It was necessary, even 
so, to put down a smoke screen to cover the movement of 
the porters up to company areas, without which the forward 
platoons could not have been fed or maintained. The Bailey 
bridges on Route 6 had to be smoked all day, otherwise they 
would without doubt have been destroyed. The expenditure 
of smoke in the plain in front of Cassino was enormous and 
measured by the shipload. In May came the great break in 
to the Gustav line, across the River Gari. The 4th Division, 
in which was the 1st Bn., was allotted the northern half of 
the 13th Corps’ attack sector. The 8th Indian Division, which 
contained the 5th Bn„  was to the south. Both battalions took 
part in the heavy fighting which followed the crossing of the 
river Gari. Not far in rear, waiting to exploit success, was 
the 78th Division, in which was the 6th Bn. They, too, had 
very severe fighting when they followed up to exploit through 
to the Adolf Hitler line. Three battalions of the Regiment 
thus not only played important parts in the start of the great 
offensive, but, after resting, continued on to Rome, Florence 
and northwards until the final Italian surrender. The Regi
ment has well earned, and may well take, as it appears likely, 
the battle honour Cassino to be not only one of its 1939-45 
battle honours, but also as a regimental anniversary.

J.M.H.
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i st BATTALION
Yet another month has passed and the Bn., daily grow

ing smaller and smaller In numbers, Is still residing by the 
sea near Salonika.

The past month has seen the departure for civilian life 
of Capt. Ronald Palmer, Capt. Kimberly, and also the well 
known and “Release-Happy” Doctor Demetrius.

The principal event of July was a visit to the Bn. of 
General Sir Miles Dempsey, K.C.B., K.B.E., D.S.O., M.C., G.O.C. 
in C. Middle East Land Forces, on the 31st. He inspected the 
Guard of Honour, and after being introduced to all officers 
and Warrant Officers, had tea in the Officers’ Mess.

The Bn. continues to be very active in the sporting 
world and although the results have not always been in our 
favour we have had many enjoyable matches.
Sports in the Battalion.The chief spotting event in the Bn. these days is cricket.

Maj. Harris, the capable team skipper, has produced a 
very keen and sporting team, which plays on the average two 
games a week.

Although the Bn. XI have not been fortunate enough 
to win all. the matches, they have given the opposing team 
a very good run.

We have seen some very good batting indeed from Maj. 
Harris and Capt. Burke, with Maj. Harris on two occasions 
reaching 50. Their play at times has been delightful to 
watch.

C.Q.M.S. Kneller and Sgt. Levy, supported by the recently 
promoted Sgt. Savill, have bowled with great vigour and 
accuracy. Sgt. Levy, on his day, has been the success of the team.

Capt. Burke is our really first-class wicket keeper, famous 
for his appeal of “How’s That.”

Coys, have played many matches and some real county cricket has been seen. Sgt." Hamilton, now gone on release, 
scored 109 in just an hour for "A” Coy. against “B” Coy. 
recently.

The weather in Salonika has proved far too hot for any 
other sport except, of course, swimming. The Bn. had a very 
successful meeting in which Cpl. Hill proved outstanding in 
the long distance, with Pte. Erhlich on the diving board.

The remainder of the summer should see some very in
teresting games of cricket and some very fine swimming.

“H.Q.” Company
The month of July saw some old and familiar faces leave 

the Bn. on release and python. There were several members 
from “H.Q.” Coy. among them, Including Capt. I. E. 
Demetriou, our popular M.O. No doubt he will be remembered 
by many who were at Galaxidhon, when he rang the church 
bells in a midnight procession and wore that never-to-be for
gotten dress. We also said goodbye to C.Q.M.S. Whittaker who was well known to the older members of “S" Coy. before 
he came to “H.Q.’’ ' We wish also Capt. Kimberly, Cpls. Todd 
and O’Callaghan, Ptes. South and Venice, and all those named 
and unnamed, the very best of luck and hope to see them 
on some future reunion. A hearty welcome is extended to 
those who have joined us and who are at present on Signal 
and M.T. cadres. We hope, after a spell of training they will 
settle down in the Coy.

We congratulate C.Q.M.S. Pidgeon on his promotion; now 
its all his “Pidgeon,” and knowing him we are sure that he 
will carry on the good work.

Ptes. Morgan’, Futcher, Heather and Cfn. Randall were 
lucky to be included on the cruise for a fortnight of the 
“87 Pilgrims,” the 12 Bde. “H.Q.” Caique. They returned well 
sunburnt and full of pleasant memories of the Aegean Sea 
and the monastries of Mount Athos.

Sports during the month included a Bn. swimming gala 
and the Coy. were well to the front.

Training is progressing as favourably as guards will per
mit, and on the mention of that unpopular subject we will 
close.

The Signal Section
Since our last contribution we have had many changes 

in the Platoon. It would seem that Python and Release have 
been the reason for the loss of so many familiar faces.

However, we wish Sgt. Lambourne, L/Cpl. Hanson, Ptes. 
Whetstone, Langford, Cole and Johnny Price every good wish 
for the future and may we all meet at a reunion in the very near future.

“Tadpole” Banner has been transferred to the 97 British 
General Hospital and we wish him, also, all the best.

We would like to welcome several newcomers to the 
Platoon, namely, Lt. (The Boy) Farrar, Signal Officer, and 
the new fellows from the Cadre Course recently held.

Sgt. (Bumpy) Tester has arrived back from his course 
in “Blighty” and appears as cheerful as ever.

Cpl. (Len) Linkin is getting very “Python happy” with 
the thought of that great event almost at hand-, and it has 
been heard that he has now started counting the hours 
(approx, as at 2359 hours on the 31st—528 hours).

Cpl. Hill is to be congratulated on his recent promotion 
and we hope that (Barney) Barnes will be successful on his W.O.S.B.

That is about all for now and so until next time this 
Is the Signal Platoon signing off. J.S.H.

M.T. Section
Calling all Grease Monkeys.
There have been quite a few changes in the section since last going to press.
Release has claimed many of the older and more familiar 

faces. Amon’g these is “Jim Venis” (late M.T. runner. Deisel 
and Q.M’s. eight cwt. driver, truly a “Jack of All Trades.”).

Since “Dixie Dean” left us we have had many changes 
up at the Petrol Point and the present occupier is Pte. 
Baldwinson, L/Cpl. Taffy Olsen did not stick it long as he 
maintains that on a job like that “You never have a bit of 
bread in the house ”

We have also said goodbye to Don Hunt, Johnny King 
and to Bill Colley, who went on Class “B.”

We have been recently reinforced by a new batch of 
drivers drawn from the Coys, and trained by Cpls. Thompson 
and Tobin. We take the opportunity of welcoming them to 
the section.

There is still plenty of liquor in Greece so Les (acting 
M.T.O.) Nun is laughing. “Sadie” Sadler and Cpl. Baker are 
keeping the Office together.

Well! Owing to very heavy strain on transport and lack 
of paper we will switch off until next month.

“A” Company
During the past month we have had a great deal of 

work due to the disbandment of B and C Coys, from which 
we had 50 per cent, and 100 per cent, respectively.

The new members have settled down very quickly and 
give the impression that they will be a credit to the Coy.

We wish to offer a hearty' welcome to 2nd.-Lt. Roberts 
who has recently joined us. Our Coy. Commander, Major 
Harris, has been transferred to H.Q. Coy. to take over P.R.I. 
duties, so we take this opportunity to thank him for the 
fine work which he has done in so little time. He will be 
missed by all, for he was not on'ly a very good Coy Comman
der, but he was also a grand sportsman.

Taking his place we have Major Eason and we all hope 
that his stay will be a happy one. Another of the many 
changes we have and are experiencing is the change of C.S.M. 
from C.S.M. Warren, who was very popular with all ranks, to 
C.S.M. Copper to whom we extend a very sincere welcome.

C.S.M. Warren has our best wishes for success in his new 
post as Brigade Sgt.-Major. Also we have lost C.Q.M.S. Woods, 
affectionately known as “Uncle Fred” by all and sundry, Sgt. 
Hamilton, the Coy. cricket team wicket-kepcr and first class 
bat. We wish them both all the very best of luck as civilians.
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The Coy. Storemen, Ptes. Harrod and Taylor ’33, have been 
very busy recently due to the great amount of work entailed 
in moving the stores to new billets. They have not been in 
the best of humour consequently.

The harassed Office Staff have been dealing with the new 
pay code and we have grave misgivings when we think of all 
they must do before they go home on release.

Pte Hunt has now taken over the duties of Coy. Sanitary 
Orderly and, since his promotion, there have been many 
rumours of a sanitary type, which would have us believe that 
the Bn. is going back to England in the very near future. 
We all hope for the best but, well, we hear so many rumours!

The Bn, Orderly Room has claimed the services of L/Cpl. 
Bottle and he has been succeeded by Pte. Clark, who is very 
busy with Release documents. Pte Clark wishes to convey his 
congratulations to Sgt. Banham (A.C.C.) of the 2nd Bn. He 
Will probably know Nobby as a Regimental Cook with the 
2nd. Bn.

Just one thing more before we close. The C.S’.M. would 
like to know where he could get some men' for guards. Any 
Offers? Nobby.

7 Platoon
Many changes have taken place recently, for most of the 

high A/S Groups have been posted to “S” and “H.Q.” Coys. 
•Whilst the low groups of “B" and “C” have been amalgamated 
into the present “A” Coy. Under this arrangement the 
strength o f the platoon decreases very quickly, so the remain
ing members have to bear the brunt of heavier duties. Last 
week the remaining men of 36 Group left us, among whom 
was Cpl. Harding. We wish him the very best of luck in his 
future activities. We were very busy last week distributing 
“Red Cross” parcels to the villages in the vicinity of Salonika. 
The Physical Efficiency Tests, a necessary evil for Star grading, 
have been causing extra work during the last week. However 
they must be done so everyone has knuckled down’ to it and 
is intent upon passing.

Willy.
8 Platoon

This platoon, in common with the others, has been' very 
hard pressed to find men for the various duties and committ
ments of the Coy. Even so we manage to find a little time 
for the pupose of passing our P.E. Tests.

L/Cpl. Lester has gone to the Middle East for the purpose 
of receiving Instruction on a Platoon Weapon's Course. We 
wish him the best of luck and have grounds to expect a 
favourable report.

9 Platoon
There have been considerable changes in the Platoon 

since we last wrote. Old and much valued members of the 
9th have left us. Probably our regret is greater than any 
regret which those members may have for the majority are 
now in their own homes. However we send them our very best 
wishes and hope they are enjoying their Veil-earned leave. 
A number of you will remember Pte. McSweeney, and his 
prowess as a runner. Well he has recently left us for the 
purpose of having h is Python before Release with 38 Group. 
We greatly regret his absence, but feel that he has done his 
share towards promoting the sporting instinct in the Platoon. 
Another very popular an'd much missed personality, is Wally 
Weeden, Sgt., who has recently been posted to Brigade, but 
they won’t have him for long as he is 37 Group, so w e’wish 
to offer our sincere best wishes for a safe and speedy return 
to the place we all love so well.

Stan.
Support Company

Since our last letter there have been' a few changes in 
the Coy. More of the old faces are leaving us, whilst yet 
still more members are coming in. Sgt. Bradshaw, who took 
over the Mortar Platoon on his arrival from the 6th Bn., has 
gone on Python. His position has been taken by 2nd/Lt. 
Rennison. Other Officers to join us are 2nd/Lt. Dennis who 
takes over the youngest Platoon in the Company, the A/Tank 
Platoon, and 2nd/Lt. Charles who takes command of the 
Carrier Platoon. The A/Tank Platoon has been formed during 
the last month. Its numbers in the beginning were small but 
it is growing, and there seems to be a keen spirit among 
them.

The general moan is coming from the older members of 
the Coy., who are having to do the same training and P.T. 
Tests as the younger members, but nevertheless they are able 
to do as much as they are required to do.

One of the biggest tasks at present is to find sufficient

men for guards and fatigues. This is only to be expected as 
there are so many men leaving us either on' Release or Python. 
C.Q.M.S. Skelton is eagerly awaiting his -boat for Release and 
every time he is told that there is one In the docks he begins 
to pack his kit into various kit-bags! ! ! Sgt. Conrathe, who 
has taken over his job, is anxiously awaiting the end of the 
month to see if the accounts balance.! ! !

The Coy. went, to the Bn. Summer Camp for three weeks 
and judging from the accounts which I have heard, they 
thoroughly enjoyed themselves during that period. Of course, 
all off-duty hours were spent either swimming or sun bathing.

Well, I think that’s about all for now, so I will say 
cheerio, and good luck to all those going into Civvy Street.

D.J.J.S.
--------- 1----- —  •

2nd BATTALION
As was announced in our last month’s contribution we 

have lost our Commanding Officer, Lieut.-Colonel D, E. B. ■ 
Talbot, D.S.O., M.C., and, though we are glad that selection 
for a cohrse at the R.N. Staff College means professional 
advancement for him, we are not unaware that our loss has 
been a very real one. He took over command in June, 1945, 
after a distinguished record of War Service, and has most 
successfully piloted us through a year which has been none- 
the-less difficult because it has been served in ‘peace.’ It 
has included reorganisation to a new war establishment and 
a race against time to prepare for war in the Far Ease, 
Mobilisation, a move overseas to Belgium followed by Re
organisation back to the Old Establishment, and two further 
moves into, and within, Germany. For the fact that we have 
got through all this with some measure of success in the 
face of the continual loss by Release, etc., of ‘Key’ Personnel, 
we can thank, the experience, tact and firmness of our late 
C.O. as much as anything else. Some of our younger members 
may not realise, for example, that the week-end leaves, recrea
tional amenities, ■ eta., which 'they enjoyed' while We were 
hanging about at Dover at the end of last year with no 
equipment, very little to do, and embarkation leave finished, 
were chieay the result of his energy and of the responsibility 
which he was prepared to shoulder.

We extend a most hearty welcome to Lieut.-Colonel D. B. 
Rooke, M.C., who has come from command of a Bn. of The 
Hampshire Regt. to take over from Colonel Talbot, and to 
Lieut.-Colonel E. W. D. Western, D.S.O., who, as we have just 
heard, will shortly be joining us as our permanent.Commanding 
Officer.

Major A. Martyn has been away dhswerihg for the Brigade 
Major, and, in' his absence, Major A. G. Rich has been wrestling 
with the duties of 2nd-in-Command, among which those con
nected with ‘Operation Union’ are, at present, abou t. the 
most exacting! Pur wives will owe a lot to the efforts of 
.Major Rich and the Q.M., Lieut, Sivers, and we feel pretty 
sure that they w ill. find that the arrangements made for 
them are well up to their expectations. The first ■ of them, 
Mrs. Cowlard has just arrived with the ‘Advance Union’ party, 
and to her we extend a hearty welcome.

In the Coy. Championship Competition for the six months 
ending June 30th, 1946, the results were as fo low s: —

1st H.Q. Coy. ...........: ____ 92 pts.
2nd D. „ .................  664 >>
3rd C. „ ............. . 63 >>
4th Sp. ,. .................  614 „
5th A. „ .................  424
6th B. „ ,,

H.Q. are very much to be congratulated on winning tjiis,
the first championship, since, although their numbers are 
large, the dispersed and specialist nature of their duties does 
not make it easy to train teams or to avoid ‘deductions’ 
for administrative, etc., faults. Both Sporting an'd Military 
Events have counted in the competition, and bonuses and 
deductions have been given and subtracted for various other 
achievements and faults.

Sport Is recounted elsewhere in this contribution, but 
the Bn. Cricket X I is now in the final of the Brigade Group 
Competition, having defeated Bde. H.Q. and the Inns of Court.

It is with very great regret that we have to announce the 
death on July 26th, 1946, as result of an accidental gun 
shot wound, of Pte. J. Moorey, of' D Coy. Our deep sympathy 
goes out to his family.

We extend warm welcome to Capt. H. W. Marsh, of The 
Royal Berkshire Regt., and Lieut. Campbell, of the Grenadier 
Guards, who have both joined us recently. Our hearty con
gratulations go to Major and Mrs. A. Martyn’, and to Lieut.
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and Mrs. P. R. S. Scott, on the hirths of their daughters, 
and to Lieut, and Mrs. R. V. W. Curd, on the birth of their son.

We also congratulate Pte. P. Cockerill, H.Q. Coy., on his 
marriage, at Dartford, Kent, on July 22nd, 1946, to Miss Eileen! 
Olive May Wells.

“A” Company
Once again we bring you news of the Coy., which, now 

settled and running smoothly, is still keeping its head above 
water iff the way of duties, despite the fact that more go out 
than come in. Our C.O.S. still maintains that his morning 
parade state looks more like a Chinese Laundry Bill every day.

The entertainments side of the Coy. is still unchanged, 
of which the Coy. Dance is still the main feature. There’s 
no shortage of Prauleins anyway).

The introduction of B.A.F.S.V’s. in this part of the world, 
has caused little comment as yet, but it is to be noticed 
that more troops return to barracks in a sober condition. 
The first pay parade was rather difficult for most of the 
lads, most of them forgetting which hand to hold out for 
their pay. (Long time, no see).

In the sports sphere our activities have been restricted 
owing to the numerous duties. However, we have managed 
to get in a few games of cricket, this sport becoming in
creasingly popular in the Coy., and owing to the efforts of 
our O.C. (Major M. B. Richcord, himself the captain of the 
Bn. team), we have managed to field a decent team. Major 
Rickcord, incidentally in his first match since rejoining the 
Bn., scored a total of 122 runs, which we believe is the 
highest score individually reached in the Bn. as yet. In' the 
recent Boxing Competition the Coy. was well represented, 
entrants being our 2 i/c (Lieut. Gale), our A/C.S.M. (Sgt. 
Parker), and Pte. Reeves. Lieut Gale is still the heavy-weight 
champion of the Bn., although he did n'ot fight. (One look 
was enough).

Since going to press last, the long arms of freedom have 
claimed five of the Coy. So to Ptes. Bannister, Hawley, Powell, 
BUrbridge and Cpl. Shore (Class ‘B’ Merchant), we say good 
luck and don’t get caught again. To the Laddie who surprised 
the Sergeants’ Mess one night (no names—no Adjutant) we 
extend our blessings. W.G.A. (Rusty).

“B” Company
With the fine weather of summer, the Coy. took the field 

in cricket. At the start few could hold the team and many 
a.batsman left the wicket with drooping, shoulders and trailing 
bat after one ball from Major Rich or L/Cpl. Brown, C., 
scratching his head wondering what happened. Even the 
C.S.M., that faithful protege of W. G. Grace has been seen 
hurling ‘yorkers’ and taking centre. After three successful 
‘friendlies!; ’ two against our complacent; ‘Able’ neighbours 

‘and one against the suave Sgts’ Mess—both subsequently 
sadly disillusioned—we lost to that awe inspiring body of 
wizards of the green’, H.Q. Coy.

The Inter-Coy. Novices Boxing Competition took place at 
the end of the month ending in a decisive victory for ‘Baker.’ 
Major Rich, Lieut. E. to. Todd, Cpl. Clark and Pte. Rowsell 
led the Coy. to fame battling every inch of the way. Lieut
E. D. Todd departed a few days after for leave in tlje UK., 
smiling an'd trying to wink with an already closed left eye.

At last, after much wrangling and shuffling of ‘Bumph,’ 
Operation Union is now taking shape. A message of con
gratulations from the local newspaper to C.S.M. Cowlard 
apparently caused quite a commotion in the Sgts’ Mess and 
rumour has it that on espying a message form AF C2136 
(small) the C.S.M. beat a hasty retreat to the bar for another 
double.

It is with deep regret that we announce the death (re
ported also in last month’s edition) of a comrade, Pte. Crigh- 
ton, who died from a wound. Our heartfelt sympathies go 
out to his wife and child and relatives. Voluntary con
tributions were made by the Coy. and the eventual size of 
the fund did much to show his prestige among the members 
of “Baker.”

Again! we must close for another month, wishing all those 
who have passed through the paradise that is "Baker,” the 
very, best wishes for the future. “Chic.”

“CT Company
Hello, Hello, Hello, this is your new correspondent calling 

all friends of Shiny C.
Now for the news of the past month. To begin with we 

showed our usual sports enthusiasm by coming second in 
the Inter-Coy. Novices Boxing with five entries, The Coy.

was represented by the following ; Ptes. O'Connor, Waghorn, 
Burford, Clements (newcomer) and Broom, They all put up 
a good fight, especially Pte. Broom who won his weight in 
fine style, and we were unfortun’ate in losing a good sportsman 
when he was transferred to the Essex Regt. We all con
gratulate the above named that took part, in a “dafn good 
show.”

CRICKET.—Our first game was played op the 9th August, 
against A Coy. This was a very enjoyable and exciting game, 
both for the players and spectators, especially towards the 
end, but, I am sorry to say, we were the defeated, though not 
disheartened team, losing by a meagre 13 runs. We lost a 
well balanced contest after a very stubborn’ effort by one 
of the team, the three leading scorers being. Major J. B. C. 
Palmer with 18 runs to his credit, L/Cpl. Ware with 17 runs, 
and our C.S.M. who managed to make 16 rilns in one and 
a half hours, thereby in  everyone’s opinion playing the ideal 
skipper’s game to win the day, knowing full well that when 
he went in at 1500 hrs. he had three hours left for the rest of 
his team to make 84 runs to win (Kent please note), though, 
needless to say, his intention was not fulfilled. The scores 
of the game are as fo llow s: — A Coy. 97 runs, G Coy. 84 runs.

I would like to congratulate our skipper. Major "Pscar” 
Palmer, on being the only member of the Coy. selected to 
represent the Bn. in that fine old English game—knbwn to 
all of British blood as “cricket” but which bewilders the 
Bosche. And I must not forget “Sahib,” C.S.M., the man 
who is always willing to put on that long smock and fill 
the responsible position of Bn. umpire.

FOOTBALL.—We are all looking eagerly. forward to the 
start of the Big Ball game (football for those who do not 
know) and hope to find some good talent among our new 
members to take the place of our old stalwarts who have 
joined the ‘bowler hat brigade,’ and so keep our prestige as 
"champs” of the Bn.

We should do well as our C.S.M. is the recognised Bn’, 
referee. Good luck to all those old members who have assisted 
the Coy. in their battles in the Big Ball games of the past.

Congratulations to L/Cpls. Davison and Ware on reaching 
the first step of that well-known hard climb to promotion. 
“Keep it up.”

I am sorry to say that we have lost a good man in’ 
(Batman) Pte. Lane; we all wish him the best of luck in 
civil life and we must always remember that what is one’s 
loss is another’s gain.

Finally I would like to take this opportunity of wishing 
the best of luck wherever you may be to all members, past 
and present, of the 2rid Bn., The Queen’s Own.

Sahib.
Things we have heard.
Who was it said, “W ot! No Defence Medal?”

“D” Company
We regret to announce the death, as a result of accidental 

gunshot wounds, of Pte. Moorey, J. He was given a military 
funeral here at Brunswick, the whole Coy. turning out in 
full force in a last goodbye. Pte. Moorey was always hard 
working and well liked in the Coy., and we deeply sympathise 
with his parents in their loss.

The congratulations this month go to : L/Sgt. Moser on 
promotion to Sgt., L/Cpl. Sears on promotion to Cpl., also 
to Cpl. Mitchell, and, believe it or not, the COy. Clerk, Pte. 
Howlett, on becoming rifle marksmen. Their worries, we think, 
are ? one star ? two star ? three star? The C.S.M. has at 
last fallen from his pinnacle an’d this time returned only 
a modest 1st- class. No comments, please.

We have just returned from a five day “Out of Camp” 
training scheme, during which, unfortunately, David decided 
to send it down, but we found that fox holes, covered with 
corrugated iron’, roof tiles, etc., etc., can be very effective. 
There were times, of course, when we all became a little 
“chocke,” but we rallied and the scheme finished unevent
fully. G osh ! Did I say uneventfully? After we had got a 
rum ration! ! !

Major Archer, Coy. Commander, was holding an appoint- ' 
* ment at Brigade KQ. whilst all this toughening-up was going 

on, the Coy. being under the Command of 2nidHieut. Birch, 
the officer who thinks that his jeep is only two feet wide at 
times. He wished however, a little while ago .(that his 
shoulders were two feet wide—for when he ’fought Lieut. 
Todd, of B Coy., in the Bn. Inter-Coy. Novices Boxing Com
petition, Lieut Birch found that he hadn’t quite got the 
punch for a K.O., and was narrowly beaten on points. Major 
Archer, C/Sgt. Wallis and Pte. Ell were our other represen
tatives, but, unhappily, the only victor was Pte. Ell, winning
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his weight at bantam. Thanks for keeping the Coy’s head 
above water, chaps, in these hard times when there seems 
to be a dearth of fisticuffers.

Football, in the Army style, carries on through the sum
mer, the Inter-Coy. league now being finished. We finished 
second to C Coy. with 12 pts. against their 14. The last game 
put us in 2nd place, for Sp. and we were drawing on points, 
and we had to play against them. It was a really terrific 
end-to-end match, plenty of spills, thrills all resulting in ills. 
After the game L/Cpl. Carpenter and Pte. Coates were admitted 
to hospital and L/Cpl. Cage went for three stitches above 
his eye. These three were in our team, and we don’t know 
how Sp. fared. Anyway, we emerged victorious by six goals 
to three, mainly due to the defence; Sgt. Elliott as centre- 
half and L/Cpl. Cage in goal were really terrific, and Ginger 
Jones was again the main goal-scorer, getting four. I must 
not omit to say that C/Sgt. Wallis got the other two, other
wise .........

Coy. Dances, held jointly with C Coy. are going very 
strong, but owing to pressure of duties, attendances have 
not been too great. Still, with the arrival of reinforcements, 
we hope to find more Astaires so that we shall get the bar- 
leaners taught at least the fundamentals of dancing.

And so we close yet another month by saying cheerio 
to those who have left us during August. There were such 
stalwarts as L/Cpl. Thurston, the best Coy. Clerk ever seen 
in this Bn., Ptes. Powell, McHugh, Crotty, Adams, Mahoney, 
(what a storeman) Thomson, and of course L/Sgt. Hull; he 
wouldn’t let us forget he was 37 Group.

Who was the soldier, who, when one day he was told 
to port his arms for Inspection, quickly whipped out a tooth 
trush from his field dressing pocket, and started cleaning his 
chamber? Ill on parade? Very busy we thought.

Gone to the Dogs,

Support Company
Here, once again, is this month’s epistle, which is your 

correspondent’s last effort, due to the approach of his date 
for vacation into “Liberation Street.”

The Coy. played their last remaining football games, 
winning against B Coy., but failing to D Coy., so finishing 
third in the Coy. Championship. No excuses! but watch out, 
you other Coys., for Sp. during the next season’s games.

We must offer congratulations to Cpl. Watkins in giving 
of his best ’in the Coy. Boxing Tournament, and for his and 
Pte. Shackleford’s endeavours in the Div. Athletics. Con
gratulations to “Shack’’ on attaining his Bn. colours.

Although cricket has not yet started as regards Coy. 
matches, this Coy. has been honoured by having five of its 
members in the Bn', team. Good work has been done by 
Capt. K. M. Hunting, Sgt. Jeffrey and Pte. Shackleford (that 
lad again). May they continue to be successful in their 
efforts.Capt. P. N. Elgood, the O.C. Coy., has returned from a 
Course, but was whisked away again, this time on a nice 
long U.K. leave. During his absence, the Coy. is being ably 
commanded by its recently appointed Carrier Platoon Com
mander, Capt.' K. M. Hunting. Believe me, it is a real job 
of work in ’ Coy. Office, as in these days of long and short 
leaves, courses, and duties, the juggling that has to be done, Is 
nobody’s business.

Our Coy. Sgt.-Maj., Dunton, acting R.S.M., has now de
parted to the U.K. for an extended leave, and to make the 
necessary arrangements for the embarkation' of his charming 
wife and baby son. The married quarters are very nice indeed, 
and it certainly makes one think about appending on'e’s name 
to the dotted line.

We have said goodbye to many old lads of the Coy. 
including such personalitiles as Sgt. Wood (that very obliging 
Pioneer man'), Ptes. Platt, Clements, Carding, Asbury, Boss 
and Herning, and to the two most recent departees in the 
forms of Sgt. Brown and Pte. Berry. Sgt. Doug Brown has 
been with the Bn. for some considerable time, during which 
period The Queen’s Own has derived much benefit from his 
services, both as Anti-Tank and 3 “Mortar Instructor.” We 
wish all of these “Misters,” the very best of luck, and hope 
they won’t find life too hard in the future. We offer antici
patory congratulations to Sgt. “Doug” and Mary (the name 
Mary being almost a household word in the Sgts.’ Mess) and 
hope that their future life will be one big “bowl of cherries.”

We welcome to our fold C.S.M. Blundon, attached to us 
from the Royal Irish Fusiliers. We trust he will be able 
to keep unravelling the mysteries of the Coy. Office, and hope 
that his stay with the Bn. will be a pleasant one.

There have been quite a number of new arrivals in the

ranks to the Coy., and we hope they all will settle down and 
adapt themselves to the methods and workings of the Bn. as 
quickly as possible. ;■

It was with regret that we bade farewell to Sgts. Berry. 
Murray and Coulling, Cpl. Smith and Pte. Smith 12 and Parris, 
recently transferred to another unit. We offer our best wishes 
to them and sincerely hope they continue to shin'e in their 
new regiment, and .that they will uphold all the traditions 
of The Queen’s Own.

The Carrier Platoon has been active of late, having been' 
out on night patrol. They wended their way noisily into 
the darkest depths of the outlying district, scattering high 
stepping geese and frightening spirited horses. The equip
ment carried was immense, weapons and wireless sets galore; 
many poor old doddering jerries were shaken somewhat. 
Operation successful! !

The dances which are being seen' are proving to be quite 
entertaining, although owing to the shortage of glasses, beer, 
for the use of, the atmosphere has been rather strained. I 
did hear some say, “Cigarettes for jam jars.”

Will close now, with all good wishes to ex-members of 
the Coy., whatever they may be doing, and wherever they may 
be. A.J.

“H.Q.” Company
The main theme this month must be of modest pride, 

for H.Q. Coy. has been nominated Champion Coy. of the Bn. 
The day this was announced the C.S.M. was seen walking 
round the corridors and precincts of Bn. H.Q. congratulating 
everyone he could get hold of and even the Coy. Commander’s 
dog woke up to give a yelp, either of jfay or because the 
Coy. Clerk had been rather clumsy.

Unfortunately the Commanding Officer felt that H.Q. Coy. 
was rather over inebriated with their success and after a 
good deal of hard thought he decided that if we were to 
supply Bn. H.Q. Guard, it would' not only relieve the acute 
manpower shortage in the Rifle Coys., but also have a sobering 
effect on us. This guarding of H.Q. has certainly had the 
required effect but doubtless when the distinctive blue cham
pionship lanyards are issued our morale will soar again.

Cricket, being the “Gentlemen’s game,” has supplied us 
with further opportunities to demonstrate our prowess and 
in our first match in the Coy. Championship we managed to 
win a spectacular game, the score standing at 59 for two 
wickets as opposed to 52 scored by B Coy. Pte. Morgan, 
playing for the Bn. for the first time, put up 115 not out 
and in the same match Sgt. Steer took six wickets for twelve 
runs.

The manpower situation is affecting the Coy. in no un
certain way and the loss of 14 members to the 2 Essex as 
well as the exodus of Groups 35 and 36 have meant that many 
old and familiar faces are no longer seen amongst us. The 
“great Henry” Halpin has cast his gown and mortarboard upon 
Cpl. Taylor. Spl. Shipp, L/Cpl. Saward, Ptes. Shorrock, and 
Staplehurst have ceased to ‘Snipe’ for the Bn., the Signal 
Platoon bids farewell to its oldest member, Pte. Stuchfield, 
and, the Intelligence Section to its champion map enlarger, 
L/Cpl. Helliwell, at the same time loathfully dispatching 
Ptes. Butler and Bayley to join their counterparts in the 
Essex. George Wright no longer gauzes rifles for a cigarette, 
neither does Bradshaw drive the Sgt.-Maj. to distraction; Pte. 
Wells has marched in the Victory parade as a parting gesture. 
The familiar figure of L/Cpl. Sheldon, his back bent double 
with duty free parcels, .is a memory, while the M.T. struggle 
bravely despite the absence of Cpl. Mitchell and the drivers 
who have gone to drive for someone else. Even the Shoe
makers have to admit they feel the ‘pinch’ without Pte. 
Crouch.

There is an expectant stir in the Coy. as the day gets 
nearer when the first family comes to join its ‘pater-familias’ 
who is undoubtedly “suffering” out here. The Q.M. has never 
been quite so conscientious, and who shall say his actions 
are not from purely disinterested motives? Nevertheless there 
are worries; even the Coy. Commander is “Scratching his 
nut” as he wonders whether the dining room is big enough 
for a dog and two human beings. C.S.M. Whitlock wanders 
round his garden sniffing roses like an experienced gardener 
and L/Cpl. Vanlint and Pte. Battell are rumoured to be 
practising “washing up" on Saturday afternoons.

In the next letter we hope to let you know how the 
householders settle down. The main problem seems to be 
the shortage of material to brighten the home; at the moment 
the Bn. only has whitewash, I.S,
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H.Q. Company Signal Platoon
Yet another epistle unfolding the experiences of the 

“Waggers,” that a little group of young men with golden 
voices that answer you with—

“Press your pressel switch please”—no doubt most annoy
ing for Coy. Commanders at times, especially when they have 
the said switch between their teeth already; anid some of 
the phones haven’t got a switch, in which case we murmur 
something about a button, and what is said about a little 
innocent button is nobody's business (and certainly un
printable).

Even though we are the unofficial “Champion Platoon” of 
the official “Champion Coy.,” we cannot use that to make 
up for the loss we feel on losing “Owd Bob” Stuchfield with 
36 Group. We had a party the night before he went, music 
being supplied by “Buck" Mealin and his troublesome trumpet, 
and Pte. Bishop on the “Ivories,” Cpl. “Bill” Massey did every
thing but tie himself in a reef knot demonstrating his latest 
jive steps—in fact we had a good time which we think was 
well worth it, for "Owd Bob” was probably the most liked 
man in the platoon, the “Daddy of the Sigs" we use to call 
him. Here’s to Mr. Stuchfield—in all the hick in the civilian 
world.

Sport has been confined to cricket, that of filling six 
places in our victorious Coy. team for the first match of the 
season.

Well chaps It’s time for band practice; that means that 
half the platoon will be needed (for they really do form the 
better half of the Bn. Dance Band), and space is limited so 
I’ll close down’ for this month, “Roger Out” for now.

Tie Back.
M.T. Section, “H.Q.” Company

Once again I take up my pen to record a month’s good 
work in the champion section of the champion Coy. It hasn’t 
been an easy task, nay, far from it, to carry on being an 
efficient section with so many duties to cope with, but no 
matter what obstacles have been placed before us we have 
by hook or by crook (mostly crook) managed to overcome 
them, even if it was necessary to take a driver off H.Q. Guard 
in order to collect the Bn's, rations.

Talking of guards, only the other day, I heard someone 
remark that it appeared to him that it was invariably an 
M.T. man who was picked out for the guard for O.C’s. stick 
orderly, but apparently the person' didn’t realise that the 
Orderly Officer very rarely had any option in this matter.

The M.T.O. has, at the time of writing, recently arrived 
back from a short period of rest in Copenhagen. He appears 
cheerful enough but goes round with a far away wistful look 
in his eyes muttering, “She's a lovely thing,” or similar phrases 
which I take as a remark upon his Jeep’s performance in 
that land of plenty. (If the M.T.O. reads this, then' I'm 
only fooling).

Good progress has been made in the technical depart
ment and, although we have suffered the temporary loss of 
“Joe” to Coys, needs, I am happy to announce we now 
have a very good supply of keys for air locks (in three sizes), 
tappet clearances, and sparks for old plugs.

The weather has on the whole kept reasonably fine, 
enabling most drivers to carry out the daily task to the best 
of their ability. The intermittent cold spells and showers 
have, however, caused some concern as its "Jackets on” and 
“Jackets off” in such quick succession that at times we 
really don’t know where we are. I hear the Sgt.-Maj. has 
been wading through his mighty book’ of Rules, Army, for the 
use of, to give us some drill in' this matter. I take it the 
usual regimental timing will be in force and the word of 
command to be “Jackets on, 2-3, Jackets off 2-3,” whereupon 
I slide off into a pleasant daydream imagining the weekly 
Bn. drill parade with Adjt. mounted astride a 500 B.S.A., an'd 
the Coys, riding to attention in three tonners. W(rec)k.

-- Sergeants’ Mess
Well pals, at last we are really settled down in Brunswick 

together at last, with opportunity now (that I think our 
members appreciate) of getting to know each other intimately. 
Gone now are the days when Sgts. of on'e Coy. talked of 
their counterparts in other Coys, as Sgt. “So and So” — 
instead we hear talk of—“Pop,” “Bill,” "Jeff”—etc., which 
we realise greatly improves our understanding of each other, 
in turn helping a lot in' work and play.

Latest improvements (and we are forever making them) 
are the inclusion of a radiogram in our ante-room with bags

of swing records (luckily swing fans are ill the majority), 
also the shifting of our bar into the same room, and, lastly, 
the establishment of a Table Tennis Room with the result 
that we could raise a T.T. team lit to challenge all comers. 
Another point we are proud of is that of the Brigade Com
mander saying that we had the best mess in the Brigade, 
certainly a true reflection on our mess president, committee 
members and caterer, whom we thank very much.

Sport has been confined to cricket these days, our team 
managing to beat a team fro 121 General Hospital and also 
forcing a draw with our officers. Further matches have not 
been possible owing to the call on our players for the Bn. 
team. Further recreation can' be obtained at our fortnightly- 
dances however, and each one Improves on its predecessor.

Most of the laughs inside the mess come from the com
ments of members referring to "Married Families Brunswick
Inc.... ,” and certainly C.S.M’s. Dunton, Whitlock an'd Cowlard
are having their legs pulled quite a lot by us young single 
Sergeants. However we sincerely wish them all the happiness 
they desire in their new homes.

With a farewell to Sgt. Wood, n'ow demobbed with 36 
Group, and Sgts. Murray and Berry, posted to 2nd Essex, we 
must in turn bid farewell till next month with promise of 
even more to talk about.

Cheerio chaps. ’ Bronto.
BATTALION SPORTS

Now that the Bn. has managed to settle down to more 
concentrated form, sporting activities have been renewed with 
gusto. Leave and duties interfered with many programmes 
but the standard maintained has been high.
CRICKET.

As Germany possesses no such things as cricket pitches, 
we have had to make do with our barrack square and the 
inevitable matting for a wicket. In’ spite of this, much 
enthusiasm has been shown, and under the captaincy of 
Major M. B. Rickcord, the Bn. has fared well in Inter-unit 
matches.

In the Brigade in'ter-unit competition, we have now 
reached the final, having scored two good successes.

Results of the matches played so far ; —
June 29th, at Brunswick, v. H.Q. 5 Div., Lost; 44 runs for, 

141 for 8 dec. runs against. July 7th, at Hildesheim, v. 117 
Mil. Gov., Won; 123—104. July 13th, at Brunswick, v. H.Q. 5 
Dlv., Won; 118—115. August 1st, at Brunswick, v. H.Q. 17 
Inf. Bde., Won; 200 for 7 dec.—33. August 4th, at Brunswick, 
v. H.Q. 5 Div., Lost; 87—102. August 7th, at Celle, V. 1 Green 
Howards, Won; 84 for 8 dec.—22. August 11th, at Celle, 84 
Gp. H.Q. R.A.F., Won; 118—62. ’August 14th, at Wolfenbuttel, 
v. Inns of Court, Won; 112.—90.

•Denotes Bde. Knockout Competition
An Inter-Coy. Knockout Competition has been organised, 

and so far the results to hand are as follows : —
A Coy. beat C Coy. by 97 runs to 84. H.Q. Coy. (59 for 2) 

beat B Coy. (52). Sp. Coy. (33 for 2) beat D Coy. (32), Capt.
K. M. Hunting taking 8 wkts. for 19 runs.

One Officers versus Sergeants match has been played, the 
game ending in a draw. Rain interfered when things began 
to get exciting an'd possibly saved the Sergeants from defeat. 
ATHLETICS.

After a rather mediocre performance in the Bde. Meeting, 
the Bn. team, thanks to the zeal and energy of Major A. 
Martyn, during. their initial training, put up a very fin'e 
performance in the Div. Inter-Unit Competition, by finishing 
4th out of a total of 19 teams who entered.

Results : —
100 metre Relay : Sgt. Elliot, Sgts Uden, Cpl. Milton, Capt. 

Clarke; heat placing 1st, final placing 5th, points 4.
200 metres Shuttle Relay. Sgt. Elliot, Sgt. Uden, Cpl. 

Hilton, Sgt. Wright; heat placing 1st, final placing 5th, 
points 4.

400 metres Relay: Pte. Steele, Sgt. Uden, Pte. Verrico, 
Pte. Quarrlngton; heat placing—on’e of the two fastest, seconds, 
final placing 6th, points 2.

400 metre Relay : Cpl. Wright, Pte. Johns, Maj. Palmer, 
Pte. O’Leary; heat placing 1st, final placing 5th, points 4.

1,500 metres Team ; Pte Shackleford. Cpl. Hull, Pte. Ked- 
well, L/Cpl. Child (heat only), Cpl. Watkins (ran' in final); 
final placing 4th, points 6.

5,000 metres Team : C/Sgt. Cooper, Cpl. Wright, Cpl. Wat
kins, Pte. Ware; final placing 4th, points 6.

110 metres Hurdle Shuttle Relay : Pte. Holmes, Cpl. smith, 
Pte. Baines, Sgt. Uden; heat placing 1st, final placing 2nd, 
points 10.

High jump ; Pte. Holmes, Cpl. Badger; — not placed.
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Long jupip : Pte. O’Leary, Pte. Rowles; final placing 6tli, 

points 1.
Hop, Step and Jump; Sgt. Brodie, Pte. O’Leary (x), final 

placing 5th, points 2.
Shot • Capt. Clarke, Pte. Quarrington; final placing 5th, 

• points 2.
Total points 41.

(x) Individual runner-up of whole event with 39 l’t. 
| in. which was only 1 in. less than performances of 
individual winners and beat previous 5 Div. Record.

Tho following have been awarded their Bn. Athletics 
Colours for 1946: —

Pte. O’Leary, C Coy.; Cpl. Hilton, D Coy.; Cpl. Watkins, 
Sp. Coy.; Capt. Clarke, H.Q. Coy.
BOXING.

Owing to the difficulty of obtaining the boxing ring, it 
was not possible to hold the Inter-Coy. Novices Boxing Com
petition until July 22nd, 1946. The arrival of a ring of our 
own, will now facilitate any further Boxing competitions we 
may wish to hold.

The object of the competition was to fin'd promising 
material for the Bn. Boxing Team, and the results of the 
fights indicate that this has been achieved. The standard of 
boxing for novices-was encouragingly high, and several names 
have been noted for inclusion in the Bn. Team.

Well done, all those who entered for the competition, 
whether winners or losers, as it requires a great deal of guts 
to compete against unknown opponents.

The Officers’ Mess was strongly represented, no less than 
five officers putting themselves in for combat. Regret was 
felt that there was not more of the Sgts.’ Mess entered for 
this honourable art of fisticuffs.

Congratulations to B Coy. on winning by a very sub
stantial margin.

Results :— 1st, B Coy., 24 points; 2nd, C Coy. and A Coy., 
8 points; 4th, D Coy. and H.Q. Coy., 5 points; 6th, Sp. Coy., 

.4 points.
Individual ;winners :— Bantam—Pte. Ell (D); Feather

weight—Pte. Watkins (Sp.); Lightweight—Pte. Broom (C); 
Welterweight—Pte. Sprin'gett (H.Q.); Middleweight—Major A. G. 
Rich (B); Lightheavyweight-—Lieut. L. Gale (A); Heavyweight 
’—Cpl. Prince (B).
SWIMMING.

In the Bde. Group Swimming, the Bn. finished third. The 
Manchester Regt., last year’s winners of the Corps Champion
ships, finished first, but some very fine performances were 
put up by members of the Bn. Team.

Results of the events : —
4 x 50 metres—3rd; Lieut. P. Revell (H.Q.), Pte. Shorrocks 

(H.Q.), Capt. J. F. Myers (17 Inf. Bde.), Sgt. Hale (C).
4 x 100 metres—3rd; Capt. K. M. Hunting (Sp.), Capt.

J. R. S. Carter (B), Sgt. Boulter (A), Sgt. Hale (C).
2 x 200 metres—1st; Sgt. Boulter (A), L/Cpl. Tapp (H.Q.). 

(A great performance was put up here by Sgt. Boulter, who 
was swimming against last year's Corps Champion at 220 yds.).

Diving—1st: Capt. J. R. S. Carter (B), Sgt. Parker (A). 
Capt. Carter also won the Individual Competition.

4 x 50 yds. back stroke—Sgt. Banharn (H.Q.) Pte. Berry 
(H.Q,), Pte. Schofield (Sp.), Capt. J. R. S. Carter (B).

------- f -------

5th BATTALION
“A” QOY. LAND IN SPAIN.

Having carried out a very successful training period in 
Les Andalouses, North Africa, the return trip to the Rock 
denoted to most of us that at last we would receive some mail, 
an'd be able to explain, to many very neglected wives and 
mothers the cause for our three weeks of silence. Though it 
•also denoted that our “Freedom of Space” was rapidly drawing 
to its close.

However, fate stepped in at this moment and the 
“Gremlins’’ worked hard to put our port engine out of action.

The Skipper decided to put into Malaga and a wave of 
excitement swept over the boat. Perhaps some of us thought 
that it would not be so exciting, but fortunately we were 
mistaken.

Soon after our arrival in Malaga, our Coy. Commander, 
Major V. Moth, was taken by the British Vice Consul to meet 
the Local Military and Naval Governors, who agreed most 
kindly to allow the troops ashore in uniform. This was most 
unusual and was greatly appreciated by all of us as a “Gesture

Grande,” even though some embarrassment was caused when 
the Spanish Senoritas smiled at our shorts and we were told 
that they are not worn by "men” in Spain. However, our 
reception was extremely good and everybody was disappointed 
to hear that we were to return to Gibraltar by road the 
following day.

Before leaving, the Military and Naval Governors were 
invited aboard where they inspected a "Guard of Honour” and 
afterwards were guests of Major V. Moth at a small sherry party.

The following day we embussed and by the cheers that 
sped us on our way, we will be the topic 'of conversation for 
many a day in Malaga.

“A” CompanyAble Calling.
We start this month off by moving to North Africa in 

those luxury liners—L.C.T’s. After a smooth trip, we arrived 
at Oran to be welcomed by multitudes of Wogs uttering such 
phrases as “Business Johnnie?” Finally we reached the 
Gibraltar Training Camp at Les Andalouses, 20 miles from 
Oran.

Soon, the Coy. could be seen hitting the trails into the 
hills starting their three week period of training. As the men 
trekked up the Waddies, the Coy’s theme song could be heard 
—“Sand in my Shoes.” With such rough country, sand and 
heat, the training was very stiff, but on the whole it went 
quite well. I’m sure though, many folk at home would have 
envied their son to see him marching along munching a 21b. 
bunch of grapes-.

We were fortunate in being on the sea coast, with 
excellent bathing facilities, which the Coy. put to good use 
during their leisure hours. Transport was laid on’ into Oran 
every night. All, I’m sure, had a swell time there and found 
the city very interesting.

Finally the day came though, for us to pack our kits 
again for Gibraltar. On boarding our liners at Oran we found 
to our joy, that the sailing had been cancelled for 24 hours— 
giving us one more night in Oran. Consequently a good time 
was had by all, and funds completely annihilated.

We left Oran at dawn, all going well for a few hours, 
when on'e of our boats had engine trouble and dropped behind. 
No. 1 boat with Major Heygate, M.C. in charge, continued, 
arriving in Gibraltar after an uneventful trip. Not so for the 
other boat. With Major Moth in charge, they finally pulled 
into Malaga on the Spanish coast for repairs. After causing 
a great deal of alarm, we were allowed ashore in uniform. 
Once again all concerned had a good time, and were quite 
reluctant to leave in lorries for Gibraltar the next day.

So ended a very pleasant three weeks’ training and relief 
to be away from that overbearing shadow of the “ROCK.” 
We are now down at the Frontier at British Lines, with the 
many guards and "whitewash.”

We would like to congratulate Major Moth on attaining 
his Majority and L/Cpls. McKee, Gray, Dun'can and Hull on 
being made up to Corporals and Ptes. Waugh and Friend to 
L/Cpls. We should also like to welcome 2/Lt. P. G. H. Hanks 
(R.W.K.), to Able Coy.

So we say Adios, as we fathom out our new rates of pay 
and their many stars. Desert Rats II.

“C” Company
This month, we sadly report the death of a good and old 

frien'd of the Company. This was Pte. Veal. Last January 
he was rushed to hospital with lung trouble, and later was 
sent home. We now learn from Mrs. Veal, that last month 
he had another relapse and passed away before the doctor 
could operate. We know you will all join in our heartfelt 
sympathy for his family.

A.R.A. meetings have been the topic of much conversation, 
not only in this Company, but all over the Rock. F.H.Q. 
organised a Rifle meeting to include Rifle team shoots for 
sub-units and units, and a sub-unit Bren and Rifle com
petition. “C” Coy. were on their marks, taking every 
opportunity for practice, and the Bren and Rifle team was 
watched carefully and had the bookmakers been present they 
would have taken many bets without repayment, as fortunately, 
our form flagged, two of our team nearly being disqualified 
(Coy. Commander included). However, our C.S.M. showed his 
colours and over the two days shooting, gained a prize of a 
nice 15 jewelled watch for third highest aggregate score. Well 
done C.S.M. Case! Teams by the way were:— Rifle: Major 
Barnett, M.C. (O.C. Coy), Lt. E. R. Toogood, C.S.M. Case, Sgt. 
Ball (now “Sp” Coy.), Ptes. Rogers, Hicks and Worth. Bren
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and Rifle : Bren—Cpl. Bailey, Ptes. Etheridge and Worth; 
Rifle—Ptes Mellor, Hicks, Cumbers, Rogers and Kingsn'orth.

We welcome to our midst a new draft of N.C.O’s and Men. 
They are fortunate en'ough to have arrived in time for a very 
hot spell, temperatures hovering on the 90 degrees mark, 
grand opportunity for them to get their knees brown. We 
also said goodbye to a few more o f the Company, Ptes. Harris, 
Wells, Cumbers, Layne and White 06 who have left for Class 
“A” Release. Best of luck to them all.

Seven of our nautically minded members represented the 
Company in the Novices Rowing Competition, but were 
unfortunately hazarded by the “Stroke and Cox” being unable 
to" row in the second race. Hard luck, but better luck next 
time.

We are now concentrating our minds and bodies on 
Athletics, the season has started now and until the end of 
September, we hope we will nbt see some of our men for dust. 
With our new young blood there should be an opening for these 
Athletics for the Company to make another name for itself.

We welcome back to the fold the following wanderers who 
have been in the TJ.K. on various courses. Sgt. Williams, 
L/Cpls. Biggs and Hull. L/Sgt. Blight is also included in 
this, but his absence was on compassionate grounds. S is son 
was most regretfully seriously ill, but we are glad to learn 
that when L/Sgt. Blight left his son was well oii his way 
to complete recovery.

Support Company
We started off July still on the frontier. Apart from the 

routine guards, very little happened. Early in the month a 
fair complete with bull fight, was held in La Linea just over 
the border. Consequently for most of the week, thousands 
of people dressed for the occasion in all the colours of the 
rainbow, passed through the frontier gates. I think the Rock 
must have risen at least a foot out of the sea at the two 
weekends, for over half the population of Gibraltar went over 
the border. Naturally, as many service personnel as possible 
went and the "hombres” returning with enormous sombreros 
were countless. Most of them had dined well if not wisely 
on Cognac.

With the fair over, we returned to a more sedate life but 
only for a few days as we moved back to Casemates again 
during the next week. However, before returning, we suffered 
the loss of our ex-Coy. Commander, Capt. T. Austin, whose 
prayers were answered only after his eyes had become dim 
through staring out to sea. “I see n'ot ships—only hardships" 
will be his family motto for years to come. Anyway he has 
now departed and may he R.I.P. (Rest in Pettswood).

Upon our return to Casemates, we settled into the old 
routine, once more with Convent Guards, etc. C.S.M, Leigh 
is still doing his utmost to turn paper men into live ones. . 
Owing to lack of men we have had very little time for 
training, added to which, Lt. Duke has been taking men 
away for rowing practice. What the crew will be like in their 
first race is a debatable point, but instead of hearing the old, 
old, breakfast cry of “What! more eggs?” It is is now “What! 
crab again?”

Woodford; the Ancient, has taken to reciting poetry; true, 
he only repeats one passage. “Men may come and men may 
go, but I stay on for ever” (with apologies to Tennyson).

At the end of the month, the Garrison Shooting com
petition took place, and we ate very proud of the fabt that 
in the Sub-Unit Rifle Competition, Support Company was top 
of the Bn. Teams taking fourth place in the Garrison.

New comers of the month : Sgts. Ball Banham and West 
from other Coys, and Cpl. Oakley with 13 men from the U.K. 
Departures were fewer, Ptes. Cushway and Letten being the 
only ones to forsake the Army.

“H.Q.” Company
Firstly we were very sorry to say “Adios” to C/Sgt. Haw

thorne, who left us under Class “A” Release, and all of us here 
wish him the very best in his new sphere.

We were very pleased to welcome to our midst, Sgt. Baxter 
from “A” Coy, and congratulate him on his promotion to 
C/Sgt., trusting that he will enjoy his stay in H.Q. Coy.

Our esteemed pay N.C;0. L/Cpl. Jolliffe, has also left us, 
but as his new office is P.R.I., he will still remain oh the Coy. 
roll. This no doubt is the reason, why he is still constantly 
being assailed by men wishing to draw their weli-earned 
“credits.” Anyway, best of luck “George-Jig” in' your new 
hunting ground.

C.S.M. Butcher, undoubtedly the best known ipan in the

Coy. is still very industrious, and it is well known that work 
is his favourite pastime. At the time of writing, the Coy. 
Rifles are receiving most of his attention.

W 7ere very pleased to see that some of the Coy. are 
taking advantage of Leave to Tangier.

We send our congratulations to Cpls. Dean, Parker and 
Grant on attaining the rank of Sgt. The C.S.M. will be very 
pleased to introduce the aforementioned to the Sgts. Mess, 
but watch your s tep !

Lastly, congratulations to Pte. Glinn (1 Sect.) who came 
second in the A.R.A. Garrison Shooting Meeting.

Signal Platoon
Since our last contribution to the “Queen’s Own-Gazette,” 

we are very pleased to announce, that yet another 100% 
classification by us has been achieved on the “Rock.” Con
gratulations to Ptes. Croft and Hayes on obtaining a credit 
each from the C.O.

At a recent Garrison' Shoot, in which a number of our 
personnel participated for “H.Q.” Coy., we gained yet an'other 
honour for the Battalion by obtaining second place.

We wish every success to L/Cpl. “Farmer” Rogers who has 
now been released under Class “B.”

Owing to recent demands by Unit Education Office, we 
regret to report that Cpl. “Nick” Parker (now Sgt.) has left 
us to take up duties as an instructor.

W e' must also say how really sorry we are to lose our 
Signal Officer, Lt. M. C. O’Reilly, who has now been transferred 
to “C” Coy. We wish him the very best of luck in his new 
duties.

Odd Ode.
The Signal Platoon are always there 
To mend your lines when they are bare;
The ’phones are clean and smell divine 
With Pte. Collyer's Alkaline!
Batteries, cells, electric fans,
Fridgies, irons and frying pans.
We’ll repair the lot for you;
Three cheers for the White and Blue. ,
Blue sparks and flashes you will see,
Round Cpl. Moody, B.B.O.
He baffles us with Supersonics,
On 18 Sets and their Harmonics;
This may sound Greek to you and me,
But that’s just Signals, don’t you see? *

Sergeants’ Mess
Phew! Summer has really and truly arrived at Gibraltar, 

every day sees the thermometer rising a little higher, and 
with the sun' beating down with tropical intensity, we are 
gradually being reduced to the proverbial grease spots. Oh, 
for a nice cool breeze.

If old members who have left us since we arrived on the 
“Rock” could see the Mess now they would hardly recognise 
it. The billiards table has been removed from the ante room 
and the dining room has been converted into a billiards room. 
All meals now are served on the terrace outside the Mess, 
under the shade of an old “Bunting Tree.”

The chief event of the month was the Garrison Individual 
and Team Rifle Competitions. Two members of the Mess 
proved their worth on the range by winning two prizes each. 
They were C.S.M. Jimmy (Whata) Case and Sgt. Ball. Jimmy 
Case obtained one of his prizes for obtaining third highest 
score in the Garrison Rifle Team Competition and “Gooley” 
Ball got third prize in the Garrison Individual Rifle meeting. 
Both of them received their second prize as members of the 
Bn. Team which came second in the Unit Rifle Competition.

Age and Service groups still take their toll of our 
numbers. We now bid goodbye and happy days to C/Sgt. 
Hawthorne, C/Sgt. Goffee, Sgt Gwilliam and Sgt. Banks.

Sgt. (Taffy) Williams is back in the fold again after 
spending a few weeks of leisure (is that right Taffy?) at the 
School of Infantry.

Congratulations this month go to Sgts. Grant, Dean and 
Parker on' their promotion.

We all extend a hearty welcome to Mrs. Hughes and Mrs. 
Cooling, both of whom recently arrived on the “Bock” and 
hope their stay here will be a happy one.

T.J.L.
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No. 13 
HOLDING BATTALION

July and August have passed very quietly and very little 
of interest has happened within the Bn.

Periodically a small body of men parade on the Barrack 
Square at the ungodly hour of 5 a.m. and after a very solemn 
Roll Call march quietly away from the last parade they win 
do in the Army. A few hours later they are in Guildford 
collecting their “Suits, Civilian, ex-soldiers, for the use of.”

In contrast to this, occasionally old faces turn up at the 
Barracks, square up their soldiers, and with a ‘I've had all 
I want of Civilian Life—take me back’ attitude, sign on the 
dotted line once again.

Within the last month we have been pleased to welcome 
back to the Regt. two fairly well-kn'own members, namely 
Sgts. Killick and Dowsing, and with the prospects of a better 
and brighter Army we shall no doubt see a great many more 
in the future.

During the month a large party have been holidaying in 
Scotland where they have been' taking part in the making 
of a British Film, “Bonnie Prince Charlie.” I think that 
everyone had quite a good time, which no doubt came as 
welcome change from soldiering.

A very old member of the Permanent Staff, Major De 
Saulles, left us during the month to take up a n'ew appoint
ment at the School of Signals, Catterick. We wish him every 
success in his new job.

Several members of the Bn. attended the recent reunion 
at Maidstone and spent a very enjoyable day. This is really 
a grand idea for getting old friends together and we hope 
that next year’s attendance will be even bigger. Great credit 
is due to all who took part in the organisation.

Sport is still well to the fore. The In'ter-Coy. Cricket 
League is still running and producing some very interesting 
and hotly contested games.

The Soccer enthusiasts are beginning to limber up an'd 
may be seen at practice practically every evening. If the Bn. 
team is anywhere near the standard of last season we should 
see some very good games in the near future.

On July 31st a Bn. Swimming Gala was held. Though 
we were not very fortunate in the weather, the number of 
entries was up to standard and some very good performances 
were recorded. No. 2 (R.W.K.) Coy. won by a very comfortable 
margin of points, the remainder of the Coys, finishing as 
follows :— 2nd, Headquarter Coy.; 3rd and 4th, shared by 
Nos. 1 and 3 Coys.

During the past month all Training Coys, have held Coy. 
Rifle meetings preparatory to another Bn. Rifle Meeting. Some 
very good results were recorded, and it would appear that 
this is a very popular, as well as instructive, sport.

The final results of the Unit Small Bore Competition 
which has taken place during the past two months were 
as follows : —

1st Officers’ Mess ........
2nd Sergeants’ Mess ...... ......  14 pts.
3rd No. 3 Coy............... ......  14 pts.
4th. H.Q. Coy................. ......  14 pts.
5th No. 2 Coy................ pts.
6th No. 1 Coy...............

A new competition has now commenced, the results of 
which will be published in due course. C.R.H.

EYES RIGHT n o t T c e S
If you want your Evening Wear, 
Sports Wear, or in fact anything 
Laundered expertly, send to the

Maidstone & District Laundry Go., Ltd.
Loose Road, Maidstone.

Telephone : M aidstone 3020

INFANTRY TRAINING  
CENTRE

August has been a month or reorganisation1 which an 
increase in primary intake made essential.

Visits have been received from our Greek allies, who came 
to study personnel selection procedure.

Another visitor was Col. Nattu Singh, 1/7 Rajputs, who 
was stationed in Secunderabad with the 1st Bn. in 1934.

Visits were also received from Lieut.-Colonel C. H. Mc- 
Vittie, R.A.O.C. (formerly 2nd Bn.) and now stationed at 
Chilwell, and No. 6337612 Q.M.S. (O.R.S.) A. W. Waterman, of 
the 1st Bn., on leave from G.H.Q., 2nd Ech., Cairo.

Some items of interest this month have occurred in 
sporting activities.
BOXING.

Congratulations to Cpl. Browning, Q.R.R., of the P.T. Staff, 
on receiving the I.S.B.A. medal as runner-up in the bantam 
weight championship. Cpl. Browning was also televised at 
Alexandra Palace by the B.B.C.
SWIMMING.—Army Championships.

2nd/Lieut. Albala, 3rd in 440 yds. free style.
2nd/Lieut. Hurst, 4th in Free Bd. diving.
L/Cpl. Kyte, 4th in 100 yds free style.

Pte. Weaver swam for the Eastern Command relay team. 
ATHLETICS.—Inter-Services Championships.

2n'd/Lieut. Scott Wilson ran 4th in the three miles race 
and has been invited to run at Dusseldorf in the Combined 
Services Championship in September.
CRICKET.

Only two games have been played owing to bad weather 
conditions.

Versus 10 D.B.R.E., Chatham, the I.T.C. scored 160 for 6 
(Sgt. Poole 100 n'ot out) in reply to the R.E’s. 117.

The Sgts. defeated the Officers by 53 runs, thanks mainly 
to the batting of D. M. Watts (45) and Sgt. Draper (41 not 
out), and to Sgt. Poole’s bowling, which skittled out the 
officers for 58.

------->-------
SUBSCRIPTIONS

s. d. s. d.Lt. L. W E Webster .... 9 0 L. A. Walker ........... 5 0Maj. W. H. Tennant . .. . 9 0 Capt. B. Y. Watson ...... 9 0F. R. Maryans ........... 5 0 R.S.M. Carlin .............. 5 0Lt.-Col. H. P. Braithwaite, PR.I., 5 R.W.K. (May, June)33 4D.S.O................. 9 0 D. H. Cash (Bal.) ......... 2 6Capt.. P. J. Mathewman .. 9 0 J. Dodd .................. 5 0C. Wybrov' ................ 5 0 Rev. G. T. Bryant......... 5 0J G Milburn .......... 5 0 S. W. Lane ................ 5 0F. Scott .................. 5 0 R. Peachey ................ 5 0C. Sales .................. 5 0 C. W. J. Tilby ........... 5 0S. Phillips ................ 5 0 Maj. E. A. Jordan ........ 9 0P. C. Wright (2 years) . .10 0 Capt. C. M. King ......... 9 0Lt. (Q.M.) H. G. Wilkins 9 0 Lt.-Col. G. K. Defrates,W. T Roach ............. 5 0 D.S.O., M.C. 9 0Chatham Branch (June) 12 0 A. J. J. Berwick, M.M...... 5 0Maidstone Branch (June) 5 0 W. W. Couchman ......... 5 0Maj. C. H. Wild ........ 9 0 W. Green .................. 5 0W. J. Waller ............. 5 0 B. C Martin ............. 5 0D. L. Griffiths ........... 5 0 Capt. C. V. M. Norman . . 9 0W. Adcock ................ 5 0 Maj. D. R. G. Clement... . 9 0A. S. Hines ............. 5 0 G. V. Bennett............. 5 0Col. C. F. Hitchins, D.S.O. D. R. Downes ............. 5 0(6 copies) ........ 2 6 Maj. H. N. Raisin ......... 9 0E. Spencer ................ 5 0 H. Chapman (2 Copies
J. Stevens ................ 5 0 August Issue) 1 0D. Bartlett ...............! 5 0 2/Lt. J. F. de-S. Lewis-
T. F. Booth ............. 5 0 Earned 9 0
Capt. B. J. Wilkinson .. 9 0 P. Clayburn 5 0E. W. Ward ............. 5 0 A. Burrows ............. 5 0R. Smith ................ 5 0 Maj. C. B. E. Williams .. 9 0E. J. Smale ............. 5 0 Chatham Branch (July
D. O. Jarvis ............. 5 0 Issue) 12 0E. Dumpleton ........... 5 0 T. Oakley ................ 5 0P. N. Clifton ............. 5 0 A. Lambourne M.M...... 5 0G. Carter ................ 5 0 Maj. P. R. Goddin, M.B.E. 9 0W. C. Williams (Bal.) .. 1 6 G. Barnes ................ 5 0R. Bean .................. 5 0 W. Tranter ............. 5 0Capt. C. Carey ........... 9 G J. S. Bates (1946-47 ___ 10 0G. A. Waters ............. 5 0 S. Slingsby ................ 5 0Capt. A. H. Ford ......... 9 0 F. Whittaker ............. 5 0
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THE SIEGE OF KOHIMA, APRIL, 1944
Towards the latter end of 1943 there were disquieting 

reports from the Chin Hills sector of the Burma front. It 
gradually became clear that the Japanese had moved three 
of their best divisions—namely the 15th, 31st and 33rd—in 
a swift well-organised march, and had crossed the Chinwin 
River in many places. It soon became apparent that this 
was something far greater than a mere nuisance raid and, 
if further confirmation was needed, Tokyo Radio announced 
openly that the invasion of India had started, that the 
annihilation of the British and Indian forces was certain, 
and that the Indo-Burmese frontier had already been 
crossed.

The Japanese 15th and 33rd Divisions were thrusting 
through the hills from the direction of Ukhrul and Tiddim 
respectively, in a converging attack on the Manipur State, 
whose capital is Imphal. The location of their 31st Division 
was at this stage unknown; and it was commonly supposed 
to be still in the process of assembling—probably in support 
of the other two divisions.

The defence of Imphal and the ultimate defeat of the 
15th and 33rd Divisions is a story of its own. This account 
is concerned with the fortunes of the Japanese 31st Division 
and the grim struggle which took place at Kohima, the 
Naga town on the Manipur Road which commands the 
Dhansiri Valley and is the main gateway to the Assam Plain, 
and tells of the exploits of 4th Bn. The Queen’s Own Royal 
West Kent Regiment.

At the end of March, 1944, on the Arakan front, the 
5th Indian Infantry Division was engaged in a hard battle 
to clear the Maungdaw-Buthidaun'g Road, and had practi
cally completed its task when it was ordered to fly to the 
Imphal front and assist in countering the Japanese thrust 
at Manipur State. 161 Indian Infantry Brigade, comprising 
the 4th Bn. The Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regt., the 
1/1 Punjab Regt. and the 4/7 Rajput Regt., being at that 
time engaged in a battle for the tunnels near Buthidaung, 
was the last brigade to leave, and instead of joining the 
rest of the Division at Imphal it was given the task of 
keeping the Manipur Road clear of enemy raiding parties 
between Kohima and Dimapur, it being considered that 
nothing stronger than a regimental group could penetrate 
the difficult Naga Hills country in that area.

On arrival at Kohima the Brigade found that the 
garrison consisted of untried Indian troops of the Assam 
Regt. and Assam Rifles, a handful of British troops from 
a convalescent depot, and mainly non-combatant L. of O. 
personnel. Its immediate task was to cover the withdrawal 
to Kohima of the Assam Regt., who had encountered a 
Japanese force at Jessami some 30 miles to the East and was 
fighting a delaying action. This task was successfully com
pleted by April 1st. In the meantime the 1/1 Punjab Regt., 
probing South-East, encountered elements of the enemy 20 
miles from the town; and that night the only road from Imphal to Kohima was cut.

Still under the impression that the enemy was in no 
great strength, it was decided that the existing garrison at 
Kohima was sufficient, and the Brigade was ordered to retire 
to Dimapur, the important supply base on the only railway 
which fed the American General Stilweli’s forces, on th 
Ledo Road. It was entrusted with the defence of this vital 
town until reinforcements should arrive; meanwhile it was 
to keep in contact with the Kohima garrison by armoured 
car patrols. Consequently on April 2nd the Brigade reluc
tantly left Kohima and prepared the defences of Dimapur. 
Late on the 3rd an armoured patrol of the 4th R.W.K. brought 
back bad news from Kohima. The enemy was attacking 
in full force from, the South, some of the outlying defences 
had been over-run. and untried Indian troops had been 
unable to withstand the heavy mortar fire to which they 
had been subjected. The garrison commander felt that he 
could not hold out long with the troops at his disposal, and urgently requested aid

That night the Brigade received orders to advance again 
to Kohima. and first light saw the leading elements on the 
move. These comprised 4th R.W.K. Regt., 20th Bty. of 24 
Mountain Regt I.A., one section of 2 Field Coy. I.E’s„  and one section of 75th Indian Field Ambulance.

Some 12 miles from Kohima the column was met by the 
Intelligence Officer of the garrison and later the garrison 
commander himself, who painted a grave picture of the situation.

The garrison perimeter was breached in the South and 
the enemy infiltrating rapidly round to the hill in the North

which overlooked the defensive box. Native troops had been 
unable to withstand the attack, and even as he spoke many 
of them were, pouring back down the road to Dimapur in 
great confusion. The Commanding Officer of 4th R.W.K. was 
ordered on the wireless by the Brigadier to push on and 
reinforce the garrison at once. This order was immediately 
complied with, and the troop carrying vehicles advance.d with 
speed to the Western en’d of the perimeter, where the leading 
rifle companies, “C” and “D,” debussed under spasmodic M.G. 
fire from the North and rushed to occupy two important 
features, the D.I.S. and F.S.D. Although overlooked by Jail 
Hill, a feature inside the original perimeter but now partly 
occupied by the enemy, these two positions were vital, and 
if strongly held would prevent further hostile inroads from 
the South. Both companies sustained a few casualties from 
M.G. fire whilst getting into position. Meanwhile Bn. H.Q. 
and H.Q. Coy. took up position on the main feature known 
as Summer House Hill; this manoeuvre was completed in 
the nick of time, as the T.C.V’s came under direct fire from 
an enemy regimental gun a few minutes after the majority 
of troops had left them. Many vehicles were destroyed and a 
few men made casualties.

20th Battery of 24th Mountain Regt. I.A., had oil-loaded 
their leading troop and with amazing speed and great 
accuracy engaged the enemy gun, temporarily silencing it. 
They were badly placed however on the foot of a spur, and 
being in full view of the enemy were soon subjected to severe 
counter-battery fire, which made it impossible for them to 
remain in action for long. The remaining two companies 
took up position’ in reserve in the centre of the perimeter, 
leaving the defence of the West sector to the Assam Regt., 
and the North spur to the troops from the convalencent depot, 
who were stiffened by the Carrier Platoon.

By this time it was getting dark and the R.W.K’s, digging 
with speed, organised their defences with those of the existing 
garrison and settled in for the night. The other two 
battalions, Brigade H.Q., and another battery of the Mountain 
Regt.. being unable to reach the garrison that day, formed 
a box near the road* some three miles away.

At this juncture it is necessary to digress and explain 
in more detail the layout of the ground, and the general 
situation inside the garrison. Apart from 4th R.W.K. and 
attached troops, the garrison numbered some 2,500 all ranks. 
As previously mentioned, it had been decided that this force 
was sufficient to withstand heavy attacks. But no account 
had been paid to the quality, organisation and leadership of 
this heterogenous force, whose few organised units had already 
either marched from the Chinwin or been tired out in the 
hard fighting at Jessami and Kharasom. The remainder were 
non'-combatant administrative staffs of R.I.A.S.C. or I.A.O.C. 
personnel, who were later to prove a heavy liability and whose 
supply requirement, protection and disposal were an extra 
burden on an already strained system.

No communication trenches had been dug prior to the 
Bn’s arrival and many of the bunker positions were so 
unsuitably sited that they had to be abandoned. Ammunition 
and food were ample, there being a large Field Supply Depot 
in the perimeter, but the source of the water supply was 
outside the perimeter and soon fell into enemy hands.

The tactical position was vital to the holding of the road 
to Dimapur which ran round the bottom of Summer House 
Hill. Providing the outlying features to the South, Workshop 
Ridge and G.P.T. Ridge could have been held, the Japanese 
would have had the utmost difficulty in bringing their heavier 
weapons to bear on Summer House Hill. Unfortunately these 
features were now occupied by the enemy, who could look 
directly down on' many sectors of the garrison.

To the North lay the village of Kohima, the Naga village, 
a large collection of bashas being situated on a high hill over
looking the centre of the town, which lay in a slight hollow 
between it and Summer House Hill. Enemy troops were 
infiltrating into the Naga village and North-West of it, though 
the garrison commander believed that some of his native 
troops were still holding out in the Treasury, which lay in 
the centre of the town.

The first night was quiet, but early next mornin'g (6th) 
the enemy attacked the remaining positions on Jail Hill and 
captured them. He rapidly became firmly established, and it 
was decided that unnecessary casualties would be inctirred if 
an attempt were made to dislodge him. A company of the
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4/7 Rajput Regt. managed to join the garrison from the West 
during the morning, but later in the day the road West of 
Kohima was cut and ail communication by this route became 
impossible.

During the night of the 6th-7th the enemy made a full- 
scale frontal attack, attempting to cross the main road from 
Jail Hill to D.I.S. “C” Coy., 4th R.W.K., killed scores of enemy 
in the open, while mortar fire caused more enemy casualties 
on' Jail Hill. Many frontal attacks were repulsed, but in the 
darkness a strong platoon of Japanese infiltrated into some 
pits and bashas between “C” and “D” Coys During the night 
the O.C. of the 75th Field Ambulan'ce arrived on foot by a 
circuitous jungle path. He at once organised the centralis
ation of medical stores and started digging trenches for the 
wounded.

Early on the 7th “D” Coy. were ordered to restore the 
situation in “C” Coy. area by destroying the enemy who had 
infiltrated during the night. This operation was made 
hazardous by an enemy regimental gun on G.P.T. Ridge firing 
over open sights at a range of less than a thousand yards. In 
spite of this the attack was successful, sappers of the Indian 
Field Coy. assisting by blowing down the walls of the bashas 
in which the Japanese were hiding. 44 Japanese bodies were 
counted while many fled wounded into the jungle. During 
the engagement a burning basha set fire to an ammunition 
dump, which added to the chaos. Two prisoners of war were 
taken; one, an officer, died after capture while the other, an 
N.C.O., lived for eight days. From these it was gathered that 
the Japanese 58th Regiment was leading the assault on 
Kohima.

During the night 7th/8th many walking wounded were 
able to leave the garrison by the jungle path, and they were 
accompanied by 100 non-combatant Indian other ranks, 
successfully reaching Brigade H.Q. by daylight. About 0200 
hours the enemy was heard forming up to attack D.I.S. once 
more, but was dispersed by 3.7 cm. mountain guns firing from 
the Brigade box at extreme range, controlled by the F.O.O. 
by wireless at Bn. H.Q.

Next day, the 8th, en'emy artillery established themselves 
along the ridge North of Kohima, whilst the artillery on G.P.T. 
Ridge was reinforced with 37 mm. Q.F. guns, so that the 
garrison was now under direct fire from all sides except the 
West.

At dusk the garrison was shelled by all the guns mentioned 
above, followed by a further heavy attack on “C” Coy. This 
attack was again repulsed, as were two others during the 
night. Two other attacks on the Indian' General Hospital and 
District Commissioner’s Bungalow—both spurs leading up to 
Summer House Hill from the West and North respectively— 
were partially repulsed by 3in. mortar fire, although the enemy 
gained a foothold in both these areas.

During these two days L/Cpl. John Harman' performed the 
deeds which were to win him the posthumous award of the 
Victoria Cross. The official citation runs :— "In Burma in the
D.I.S. area on 8th April, 1944, L/Cpl. Harman was commanding 
a section of a forward platoon'. Under cover of darkness the 
enemy infiltrated into a position which became a serious 
menace to the remainder of his Company. Owing to the 
nature of the ground L/Cpl. Harman was unable to bring the 
fire of his section on to the enemy M.G. post.

Without hesitation he went forward by himself and using 
a 4-second grenade which he held on to for at least two 
seconds to get immediate effect, threw it into the post and 
followed up immediately. He annihilated the post and 
returned to his section with the M.G.

Early the following morning he recovered a position on a 
forward slope 150 yards from the enemy in order to strengthen 
a platoon which had been heavily attacked during the night. 
On occupying his position he discovered a party of enemy 
digging in under cover of M.G. fire and snipers. Ordering his 
Bren gun to give him covering fire he fixed his bayonet an'd 
alone charged the post shooting four and bayoneting one 
thereby wiping out the post. When walking back L/Cpl. 
Harman received a burst of M.G. fire in his side and died 
shortly after reaching our perimeter. L/Cpl. Hannan, whose 
heroic action and supreme devotion to duty were a wonderful 
inspiration' to all was largely responsible for decisive way in 
which all attacks were driven off by his Company.

Both the medical and the water problems now became 
acute. Fighting in the I.G.H. area prevented the evacuation 
of walking wounded, while no place inside the perimeter 
remained out of observation. The number of stretcher cases 
had increased so much that there was no place to put them, 
and parties of non-combatant Indians were organised to dig 
more trenches to shelter the severer cases from the worst of

the fire. Over 40 wounded were again wounded or killed by 
mortar fire in’ the A.D.S. on this day.

The water point near the D.C’s Bungalow on the North 
spur was now only 30 yards from the enemy, and men had to 
crawl forward singly to fill their containers. Later on an’other 
water point, a mere trickle, was found near the I.G.H., but 
could only be used at night. By dint of careful rationing, 
and later by air supply, a bare sufficiency was obtained for 
drinking and urgent medical purposes.

During the morning of the 9th the enemy, supported by 
artillery fire as usual, strengthened his hold on the D.Cs 
Bungalow spur. The situation' in this area had rapidly 
deteriorated, many bunkers and trenches being blown in by 
point-blank fire from enemy regimental guns iirin'g on three 
sides at once. The enemy established himself on the far side 
of the tennis court and burrowed deeply into the space 
beneath the bungalow itself, where he could not be reached 
with grenades.

A counter-attack by the Assam Rifles having failed to 
dislodge the Japanese, the C.O. of the 4th R.W.K. decided to 
send “A” Coy. to prevent further gains in this vital sector. 
This manoeuvre was successfully completed late in the after
noon, just in time to beat off a further enemy attack. From 
now on this area became the scene of some of the fiercest 
fighting of the siege. There was no wire round the positions, 
and every night fierce grenade battles raged round the shattered 
buildings. A defensive fire task was arranged with the 3.7 cm. 
guns in the Brigade box, and the great accuracy and deadly 
effect of these two guns caused heavy casualties to the enemy. 
So accurate was this fire that shells fell often only 30 yards 
from our own troops, catching the enemy in' the open when 
he crawled up with grenades.

Further attacks on the I.G.H. spur were repelled by the 
Assam Regt., and the enemy lurking in the hosnital buildings 
at the bottom of the hill suffered scores of casualties from 
3 in. mortar fire. Indeed, the JaDanese soon gave up further 
attempts in this area and withdrew, leaving 60 to 70 dead 
behind. They were later identified as the Japanese 138th 
Regiment.

During the night 9th-10th the Japanese made a further 
heavy attack on the D.I.S.. against a now much weakened 
"C” Cov.. and in' the darkness preceding the moonrise they 
gained a dangerous hold on the feature by occupying trenches 
which could not be mann'ed owing to lack of numbers.

The following night “O” Coy. withdrew to the F.S.D., 
having burned the bashas on D.I.S. and booby-trapped the 
approaches to their new positions. From now onwards the 
enemv concentrated his main attacks on the F.S.D. area and 
the D.C’s Bungalow. He had in his possession some British 
3 in', mortars and ammunition captured on G.P.T. Ridge, and 
with these he maintained a constant harassing fire on the 
garrison, putting down no less than 100 bombs on one occasion 
in a space of a little over 10 minutes, in an area some 50 yards 
souare between the R.W.K. command post and the A.D.S., 
killing many of the wounded and causing many fresh 
casualties.

On the 11th and 12th there were n'o fresh enemy gains, 
although constant mortaring and shelling of the now restricted 
area of the box brought the casualty situation to a critical 
stage. So acute was the position of medical supplies that an 
airdrop of medical stores, water and ammunition' was called 
for by wireless. On the afternoon of the 12th sounds of heavy 
firing down the road to the West indicated that a relieving 
force was on its way. Morale among the fighting troops of the 
garrison' remained high, and requests to send out fighting 
patrols that night had to be refused, for fear of causing 
casualties which could ill be afforded. During the night 11th- 
12th “B” Coy. successfully relieved “A” Coy. in the D.C’s 
Bungalow area. Enemy sniping fire was now intensified and 
there was no area entirely safe from this. The journey up 
to the command post from the lower slope to the North 
became extremely hazardous, frequent bursts of L.M.G. fire 
splattering the steep bank every few minutes causing several 
additional casualties. Our own counter sniping was not with
out effect however, and many enemy were shot out of their 
hiding places among the buildings. A further attack on the 
Bungalow was thrown back on the night of the 12th by "B" 
Coy., and again heavy casualties were inflicted.

The enemy about this time commenced to attempt to 
undermine the morale of the garrison by propaganda shouted 
by a loud-voiced Jif in Urdu and English. Shouting that the 
garrison' was surrounded, without water, and certain of 
annihilation, this spokesman begged them to throw down 
their arms and surrender, in which event they would be fairly 
treated. He went on to add somewhat naively that in a recent
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attack over a hundred attackers had been killed, and requested 
that such bloodshed should cease. The only reply by the 
garrison to these loquacious efforts was a shower of grenades, 
and on one occasion' a pair of 3.7 shells must have caught 
the speaker unawares, for he terminated his nightly harangue 

~ abruptly.
The 13th was a bad day for the garrison. The enemy 

succeeded in occupying some forward trenches in the F.S.D.. 
and later a platoon of the 4/7th Rajput Regt. were forced 
from their positions by direct fire from 75 mm. guns. A platoon 
of “A” Coy., 4th R.W.K. restored the situation, but the whole 
forward area of the F.S.D. was precariously held and was 
con'stantly under heavy machine gun fire. Mortaring and shell
ing were unusually heavy during the day and two direct hits 
were sustained by the dressing pits In the A.D.S., killing two 
M.O's and severely wounding two others. Fierce hand-to-hand 
fighting hurled back yet another enemy attack on the D.C's 
Bungalow, one Bren gunner when his weapon jammed killing 
his assailant with a shovel. At first light yet another
fanatical attack in the same area, preceded by a shower of 
grenade discharger shells, was beaten off with heavy casualties 
to the enemy. The air dropping the previous day had not 
been a success, although much needed medical supplies fell 
safely inside the perimeter. By some error however 3.7
ammunition destined for the guns three miles back fell on 
the garrison, whilst quantities of 3 In. mortar ammunition 
and grenades fell on to enemy position's in the Treasury. The 
garrison was soon to feel the direct effect of this, as captured 
3 in. mortars were now able to fire on the northern slopes 
with devastating accuracy.

“B" Coy. was relieved in the Bungalow sector at dusk by 
the Assam Regt. and the night was fairly quiet, a small attack 
on “A” Coy. being easily driven off with grenades. Hopes of 
an early relief were dashed when it was learned that the 
relieving force was making slow progress.

Next day the enemy concentrated on shelling and inflicted 
severe casualties on “A" and *‘C” Coys, in the F.S.D. area. 

• Another fairly quiet night was followed by a successful air
drop bringing much needed ammunition, water and medical 
supplies.

Reports that the relieving force were on ridges to the North- 
West proved to be incorrect, and hopes of being able soon to 

“ evacuate the wounded were once more dashed.
During the night 16th-17th further enemy attacks in fog 

and pitch darkn'ess gained ground on the F.S.D. By now the 
Bn. who had had no rest since the 3rd April (and indeed little 
for three months before that) and who had borne so far the 
brunt of the fighting were extremely tired, and Brigade H.Q. 
was warned by wireless of the gravity of the situation.

“A" Coy were relieved early on the 17th by the Assam 
Regt. and Assam Rifles, who succeeded in re-taking a few 
trenches.

During the night however further calamities befell the 
garrison. The native troops on F.S.D. were forced from their 
positions and streamed back through “D” Coy. on Kukl 
Picquet. “D” Coy. commander was wounded and his C.S.M. 
killed, and having now only a handful of men the company 
were forced to withdraw, leaving the en'emy now only a 
hundred yards from Summer House Hill and the Bn. command 
post. Heavy defensive fire prevented the enemy exploiting 
this catastrophe further.

The 18th brought better news. Two companies of the 
1/lst Punjab Regt. assisted by tanks cleared the road up to 
the bottom of I.G.H. spur, an'd all wounded, together with 
certain non-combatants, were safely evacuated under desultory 
enemy fire which caused a few additional casualties. Sub
sequently on'e company of the 1/lst Punjab Regt. took over
D.C’s Bungalow area, and the other Company strengthened 
the dangerous flank on Summer House Hill.

During the night 18th-19th a heavy attack on the D.C’s 
Bungalow area was repulsed by the 1/lst Punjab Regt., who 
sustained 22 casualties. On this occasion the en’emy threw 
dynamite charges into the trenches, the ensuing flash and 

t explosion having an alarming effect. The same flight the 
enemy infiltrated into some positions abandoned by native 
troops, and next morning were found to be only 40 yards from 
the command post. They were successfully counter-attacked 
by the Punjabs, supported by 2 in. mortar iire from “A” Coy., 
4th R.W.K. which set fire to the bunkers, causing the enemy 
to run out naked, where they were shot down by L.M.G. fire. 
19 enemy were killed an'd one prisoner of war taken, who later 
died.

Two heavy attacks on the bungalow were thrown back 
the next night, and a message was received concerning the 
relief of the garrison. The following day (21st) 4th R.W.K. 
and attached troops, in' good heart but very weary, were

relieved by the 1st Royal Berkshire Regt., and moved safely 
down the I.G.H. spur in small parties on to the road, where 
they later embussed and proceeded direct to Dimapur.

So ended the battle which linally put paid to the Japanese 
invasion of India. The defence of Kohima, by denying the 
enemy the route to Dimapur, averted a catastrophe; for once 
given access to that base with all its stores, not only would 
Gen. Stilwell’s forces have been cut off from their supplies, 
but also it is difficult to imagine how the Japanese could have 
failed to over-run' the greater part of the Northern Assam, 
and made the relief of Imphal impossible.

The credit for this action must go almost entirely to the 
4th Battalion The Royal West Kent Regt. which, by its timely 
arrival and by its refusal to give up a position which seemed 
hopeless, met and broke the victorious and fanatical advance 
of the whole Japanese 31st Division. During the fortnight 
which the battle lasted, well over a thousand casualties were 
inflicted on the enemy. The fact that the R.W.K's beat off 
no less than 25 major attacks, and suffered more than 250 
casualties out of a total battalion strength of 500, testifies 
to the ferocity of the fighting.

(By kind permision of Major J. D. K. Short).

ESTABLISHED OVER 60 YEARS.

A. J. SLATOR,
39 SANDLING ROAD, MAIDSTONE
for your Ironmongery, Hardware, China 

and Glass, Brushes and Brooms, 
Paints and Varnishes, Garden 
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BOSTOCK& K1MPTON U°
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56. HAYMARKET 
LO  N D O N .  S  . W. I

T e le p h o n e ___________ a b b e y  54-84.
Telegram s. Boskimtocklesquarelondon
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1st BATTALION BAND
Tile day of the Regimental reunion dawned bright and 

clear, and, with that opening stroke, the stage was set under 
the most favourable conditions for the best possible meet.

As early as 8 a.m. on the morning, ex-members of the 
Regt. could be seen making full sail for the Depot gates. 
Ah hour later, the square was dotted with chatting ajid 
reminiscing groups of campaigners, young and old alike. Ser
vice in the 50th, and 97th, was the common bond between 
them. It would take far too long to mention the names 
of all those who attended.

At 11.30 representatives from every Bn. formed up with 
colours on the square, while Sir Charles Bonham-Carter walked 
through the ranks and chatted. The column was lead to 
All Saints’ Church by the Band, who also provided the 
appropriate church music. In the afternoon, the Backfield of 
the Barracks was taken into use, and the reunion took the 
form of a fete, with refreshment tents, side-shows and.... 
and....Band, who had a little reunion all of their own.

The Bandmaster however, had no intention of allowing 
ex-members to forget that they had, in years passed, been 
guilty of key-blind adolescence, and they were press-ganged 
into service for the occasion, in the end, we had Major 
Kemp—late saxophone player—at the baton, while the Band 
was augmented by Messrs. Jobson (clarinet), Nobby Clark 
(clarinet), Thompson (bass), Bullock (trombone) and Sergison 
(clarinet), lending their experienced support.

But, though we welcomed the old members, and recog
nised the old faces, there were lots who weren’t able to attend. 
Let’s hope we shall see them next year.

The last job of note at which we have performed, was the 
Installation as Lord Warden and Admiral of the Cinque Ports, 
of the Rt. Hon. Winston Churchill, C.H., which took place at 
Dover. The King offered him the honour as far back as 1941, 
but the ceremony has had to lie in abeyance until now.

The origin of the ceremony dates back to the reign of 
Henry III during whose reign the first Lord Warden was 
Gulfridus de Surland. Before this date, 1226, the office of 
Lord Warden was held by a series of unofficial deputies, when 
the offices of Lord Warden and that of Admiral of the Cinque 
Ports, were held separately, being combined in 1226.

Mr. Churchill entered the church magnificently arrayed 
in a uniform closely resembling that of a Naval Flag Officer, 
crossed with sashes, and hung with medals and decorations. 
The Service, conducted by the Archbishop of Canterbury, was 
short but impressive, and was preceded by a programme of 
selected music by the 1st Bn. Band, which had the honour of 
being chosen from the County Bands.

While we were playing, seats were occupied first by one, 
then by another celebrity or V.I.P., until the congregation was 
made up almost entirely of V.I.P’s. In' our immediate vicinity 
were seated General Hastings Ismay, Sir John Anderson, Mrs. 
Churchill and Field Marshall Lord Birdwood.

After the service, Mr. Churchill left the church accom
panied by his wife, and drove through the streets of war- 
scarred but flag be-decked Dover. For us, lunch at the tran
sport camp and another job don’e.

This month, we lose temporarily, the services of Albert 
(L/Cpl.) Henderson, who goes to the School of Music for a 
N.C.O’s. Course. We wish him the best of luck, both at his 
studies and on the hockey field. By the time next month's 
edition comes to be written, we hope to be able to include 
some items of sports n'ews, as the hockey season begins. In 
the meantime, cheerio everyone. Chota.

COM M AN DOS’ BENEVOLENT FUND 
CO N CERT

At the Commandos’ Benevolent Fund Concert held on 24th 
June, ten men picked haphazard, without distinction of rank 
or position in' civil or Service life, sat with the Queen in the 
Royal box at the Albert Hall, London. Among these ten were 
Pte. E. Sims, aged 23, bom in Slade’s Green, Kent and Pte. 
H. Freestone, aged 25, born in Hackn'ey, both of whom had 
joined The Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment before 
serving with the Commandos. By the courtesy of the “Sunday 
Dispatch” and the “Daily Graphic,” we are able to reproduce

Photo by courtesy of the “Daily Graphic." 
THE QUEEN WELCOMING HER COMMANDO GUESTS AT THE 

ALBERT HALL.
two photos taken on' the occasion. In the group Pte Sims 
is the second figure from the left in the front row, and Pte. 
Freestone the right hand figure. In the other photograph 
Pte. Sims is seen shaking hands with the Queen, with Pte. 
Freestone beside him.

---------4---------
MISSING.

Amongst the names of 18 recently reported by the 
Air Ministry as missing since June 29th in an R.A.F. Dakota 
of Air Command, S.E. Asia, we regret to note the names of 
L/Cpl. G. T. Braund and L/Cpl. R. Plumridge, Royal West 
Kent Regiment.

Photo by courtesy of the "Sunday Dispatch." Front row, 2nd from left, Pte. E. Sims; extreme right, Pte. H. Freestone.



202 THE QUEEN’S OWN GAZETTE.

H E  R E F U SE D  C H U R C H IL L S  O F F E R  THE QUEEN’S OWN
O F  TO B A CCO !  P A S T  & PRESENT ASSOCIATION

Gillingham Boer War Veteran’s Reminiscences.
A “man with a memory” is 73-years-old Mr. W. Williams, 

of 59, Arden Street Gillingham.
Mr. Williams remembers with remarkable accuracy, the 

part he took in the Second Boer War at the beginning of the 
last century.

He enlisted in The Queen’s Own’ Royal West Kent 
Regiment at Maidstone in 1890, and 10 years later embarked 
at Southampton on the Allan liner “Bavaria,” bound for South 
Africa.

At Port Elizabeth, the surf was so strong the troops had 
to be transported ashore in baskets and lighters.

“We soon came in contact with the Boers, and sustained 
our first casualties” says Mr. Williams.

“We were guarding the flank of Roberts’ army, on the 
advance to Pretoria.”

Then Mr. Williams reminiscences on the days of half and 
quarter rations—four ounces of biscuit a day and one-pound 
tin of bully beef between four men.

"Later it was decided we must live on the country, on 
account of the frequent loss of convoys,” he continues.

“We had now gained the name of 'Bundle’s Greyhounds,’ 
or ‘ragged and starving 8th.’

“We were not only ragged and hungry, but for long 
periods were without our tobacco, smoking tea leaves or coffee 
grounds as a substitute.”

Mr. Williams remembers, at the relief of Wepner, a 
gentleman riding up and asking if anyone would exchange 
a cake of American tobacco for some Boer tobacco, remarking 
that Is was beastly stuff.

“The offer was laughingly refused,” says Mr. Williams. 
“The gentleman was Winston Churchill."

After the end of large-scale operations came, the days of 
“flying column” guerilla warfare and the blockhouse line.

“We took the Held without any change of underclothes," 
Mr. Williams continues, “our kit consisting of a towel, knife, 
fork and spoon, a tin of dubbin, no shaving gear, n’o tents.

“The Idea was to travel as light as possible.
“When we refitted at Harrismith, we were beared, many 

bootless, with puttees round their feet, wearing sacks, kilt
like, our trousers having been long worn out, our jackets In 
rags.”

Mr. Williams arrived back at Southampton In 1902, passing 
to the reserve and resumed his work at Chatham Dockyard.

He was discharged from there In 1933 on pension and 
age limit.

He was awarded the Imperial Service Medal and the long 
service and good conduct medal of the Civil Service.

In August, 1914, he joined the 5th Battalion, Royal West 
Kent Regiment, and also served with the West Surreys, the 
Bedfords and the Royal Defence Corps.

He was discharged in 1919.
Prom April, 1942, to October, 1945, Mr. Williams was 

employed at Rochester Airport.
Of his three sons, the eldest served as Sgt.-Instructor with 

the 101st A.A. Brigade and was picked for the Hyde Park review 
in December.

The second son was a R.A. gunner and served on Atlantic 
convoy duty:

The youngest, now in his 15th year of service, is a 
Lieutenant Quartermaster, R.A., and served from the battle of 
Alamein, in the operations leading up to the capture of Rome 
and beyond. He is now in Germany.

(Reprinted from “Chatham Observer,” August 9th).
-------+-------

ADVANCED DENTISTRY.
Natives of the New Guinea mountain country look upon

U.S. Army doctors as miracle men, capable of any accom
plishment they desire. This often led to complications while 
American forces were occupying the island.

One day, a village chief, or head-man appeared at a 
field installation. He was suffering a severe toothache, and 
was told that the torturing molar would have to be pulled.

“Okay,” he said, “But when 'Merica-fella stop ache, me 
want tooth put back in'.”

“Les Profonds Camps,” Guernsey.
Dear Sir, 14th August, 1946.
You will be Interested no doubt to see by the local press 

cutting that I am trying to run a Re-Union Din'net and Dance 
for the ex-members of the Regiment on this Island. To date 
I have 15 replies to my advertisement, and I am hoping yet 
to get some more to drop me a postcard. What I have in 
mind after this Dinner and Dance is to form a Social Club 
and then' by monthly subscription, obtain sufficient money, 
to enable us all here interested to come over to Maidstone 
next Summer for the Cricket Week.

My kind respects and best wishes,
Yours faithfully,

G. W. AYLETT,
Late Sgt. 6192501, 2nd Bn. Tne Q.O.R.W. Kent Regt.

“A HUNDRED PIPERS AWA’-AWA’ ”
To all ex-Members of the “Queen’s Own” Royal West Kent 
Regiment, a Re-union Dinner and Dance “suggested.” 

Your name and address if interested.
Please send postcard to Busty Aylett.

“Les Profonds Camps,” La Posse, St. Martin’s, Guernsey.
LOND.ON BRANCH OLD COMRADES.

Here we are again, sorry I did not have anything to 
report last month as quite a number of our members were 
away and nothing to talk about at all, well anyhow here is 
a report of the Annual General Meeting that took place at 
the Chervons Club, Rutland Gate, S.W.l, on Friday, July 26th. 
The Accounts were audited by Mr. W. Cole, they were read and 
passed by the Chairman, Major Bredon, a vote of thanks was 
passed by the Chairman to the Secretary, Mr. Snell, for the „ 
way he compiled the accounts by which we find ourselves in 
a very good position, well done Mr. Snell. Of course there 
are a few members that still have not yet paid their Subs.

The next item was the selection of Officers for the 
Committee. It was voted and passed that the officers that • 
were in office would hold that office for a further 12 months, 
that is : Major A. S. Bredon, Chairman; Mr. 'Elson, Vice Chair
man; Mr. Snell, Hon. Sec.; Auditors, W. Cole and Cain; 
Correspondence, W. Cole. So let us wish all Officers a happy 
time for the next 12 months. There being no further agenda 
to pass the meeting was closed.

On Sunday, July 28th, the Re-Union was held at Maidstone.
A very enjoyable day was spent by everybody than'ks to the 
Maidstone Branch for the side shows. I cannot give you a 
full account of the day’s outing as I was not myself in atten
dance. I will. If possible, tell you all more about it in the 
next issue of the Buster.

Our Vice Chairman has just returned from a fortnight’s 
holiday from Guernsey. During his stay he met several 
late members of the Regiment, all are doing well. Our old 
Barracks at the Port are in ruins.

In’ conclusion the members of the London Branch wish 
all Past and Present members of the Regiment the best of 
luck wherever they may be.

Our next meeting will be held at the Chevrons Club, 
September 27th, 1946, at 8 p.m. Dinner will be available at 
2/6 per head, at 7 p.m. W. A. Cole.

Maidstone's Safest Milk ! !
PEDIGREE GUERNSEY 

HERD

fyhmVmbe j£etv 2)aiYies
for Ltd.

Infants and Invalids
EGGS & CREAM Phone 2610
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"Quo Fas et Gloria Ducunt.”

BATTLE HONOURS BORNE ON THE REGIMENTAL COLOUR :
The Sphinx, superscribed "Egypt.”

"Vimlera,” "Corunna,” “Almaraz,” “Vlttorla,” "Pyrenees.” “Nive.” "Orthes,” “Peninsula,” "Punniar,” "Moodkee.” 
“Ferozeshah,” “Aliwal,” “Sobraon,” “Alma,” “Inkerman,” “Sevastopol.” “Lucknow,” “New Zealand,” “Egypt, 1882,”

“Nile, 1884-85,” “South Africa, 1900-02,” Afghanistan, 1919.”
BATTLE HONOURS BORNE ON THE KING’S COLOUR :

“Mons,” “Ypres, 1914, T5, T7, ’18,’ "Hill 60,” “Somme, 1916, T8,” “Vimy, 1917,” “Italy, 1917, ’18,” “Gallipoli, 1915,”
“Gaza,” “Defence of Kut A1 Amaia,” “Sharqat.”

THE GREAT WAR BATTLE HONOURS—18 BATTALIONS :
"Mons,” "Le Cateau,” “Retreat from Mons,” “Marne, 1914,” “Ainsne, 1914,” “La Bassee, 1914,” “Messeines, 1914, T7,” 
“Ypres, 1914, T5 ’17, 18,” “Hill 60,” “Gravenstavel.” “St. Julien,” “Frezenberg,” “Loos,” “Somme, 1916, ‘18,”
“Albert, 1916, T8,” “Bazentin,” "Delville Wood,” “Pozieres,” “Guillemont,” “Flers-Courcelette,” “Morval,” “Thiepval," 
“Le Transloy,” "Ancre Heights,” “Ancre, 1916, T8,” Arras,” 1917, 18,” “Vlmy, 1917,” “Scarpe, 1917,” “Oppy,”
“Pilckem,” “Langemarck, 1917,” “Menin Road,” “Polygon Wood,” “Broodseinde,” “Passchendaele," “Cambral, 1917, ’18” 
“St. Quentin,” “Rosieres,” “Avre,” Villers Bretonneux,” “Lys,” “Hazebrouck,” “Kemmel,” “Amiens,” “Bapaume, 1918,” 
“Hlndenburg Line,” “Epehy,” “Canal du Nord," “St. Quentin Canal,” “Courtrai,” “Selle,” “Sambre,”
“France and Flanders, 1914-18,” “Italy, 1917, ’18,” “Suvla,” “Landing at Suvla,” “Scimitar Hill,” “Gallipoli, 1915,”
“Rumani,” “Egypt, 1915-16,” “Gaza,” “El Mughar,” “Jerusalem,” "Jericho," “Tell ’Asur,” “Palestine, 1917, T8”

“Defence of Kut A1 Amara,” “Sharqat,” “Mesopotamia, 1915-18.”

T u t o r ia l
The Editor wishes to place on record his gratitude 

to Colonel W. V. Palmer for editing the September issue 
of the Gazette, and also for all the advice and help he 
has so willingly1 rendered in connection with the many 
functions which have been organised during the past year.

We are indebted to Lt.-Col. J. M. Haycraft for the 
most interesting articles and photographs on Cassino, 
which appeared in our last issue.

We are indebted to Maj.-Gen. W. P. Oliver, O.B.E., 
for the photographs of the arrival of the 1st Bn. in Egypt. 
He flew down from Cairo early one morning to meet 
them.

To avoid a possible spate of complaints about the 
colour of the cover of future issues of the Queen's Own 
Gazette, we must explain that great difficulty is being 
experienced in obtaining the usual shade of grey. Please 
do not blame the Editor, if the Gazette appears in a 1 
delicate shade of green or other colour.

We are pleased to record visits during the month 
from : —

Maj. H. B. H. Waring, who is home on leave from 
the 1st Bn.

Capt. D. O. Faulkner, who is home on leave from 
’he 2nd Bn. He has had the honour and rcponsibility of 
taking the 2nd Bn. Colours back to B.A.O.R. with him, 
by air.

Capt. N. O. Durdant-Hollamby, who is home on 
leave from East Africa.

Many of our readers may be interested to know that 
just over 900 individual copies of the Gazette were sent 
out last month, and as the address has to be typed on 
each wrapper, it entails a considerable amount of work. 
Subscribers are therefore requested to notify any change 
of address.

Although the War Memorial Fund has passed the 
first one thousand pounds, we are reproducing the Colonel 
of the Regiment’s appeal again, as it is felt that the 
previous letter may have escaped the eyes of many of 
the serving and retired members of the Regiment.

The Editor 'acknowledges with thanks receipt of the 
following journals: —

The Sapper.
The Tank.
The Eagle.
The R.A.O.C. Journal.
The St. George’s Gazette.
The Dragon.
Subscription rates: —

Officers 9/- per annum, post free; 
Other Ranks 5/- per annum, post free; 
Single copies 5d., post free.
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WAR MEMORIAL FUND.
As Colonel of The Queen-’s Own Royal Wes.t Kent Regiment I am 

making an appeal to the members and friends of the Regiment and 
People of Kent for contributions to The Queen’s Own War Memorial ' 
Fund.

It is desired to raise a 1939-45 War Memorial Fund to 
commemorate those members of the Regiment who gave their lives for their country.

The Fund will be applied:
1.. To record on the Regimental Cenotaph in Maidstone the number 

of all ranks who have fallen in this war.
2. To inscribe in a book, to be kept in All Saints’ Church, 

Maidstone, the names of all who have lost their lives.
3. To compile a history of the Regiment during the war of 1939- 

1945.
Any balance remaining will be used for the benefit of Past and 

Present members of the Regiment and their families in such ways as 
will be practical and useful.

During the War many relatives of all ranks serving in the 
Regiment, and a large number of generous people in Kent, who took 
a kindly interest in The Regiment, sent donations to the Funds, 
which were administered at the Depot at Maidstone for comforts for 
our men and prisoners of war.

May I once more appeal to these kind friends to give as 
generously as they are able to this Fund, which will commemorate 
those relatives and comrades, who gave their lives for their 
country and for us.

Contributions to the Fund should be sent to the Hon.
Treasurer, R.W.K. War Memorial Fund, The Barracks, Maidstone,
Kent.

Colonel The Queen’s-Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
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LETTERS TO  THE EDITOR
38, Bordars Road, 

Hanwell W., 7, 
Middlesex.

Dear Sir, 28-8-46
Having just returned from 14 days’ holiday in Prance, to 

renew a promise that I made in the dark days of 1940, I 
thought that it might he of some interest to members of 
the 1st who were at "Wattrelos,” to know how it looks after 
all this tim e!

Almost every member of H.Q. Coy., who. whenever on 
■Guard, will vividly remember the "Restaurant.” where they 
stood for many a weary hour!

i
f

It has now been taken over by Polish soldiers, and their 
families, who sleep there under much the same conditions 
as we did in 1940. The building itself has not altered in the 
least, as "Wattrelos” has not been in any way damaged, like 
most towns in' Prance.

It is quite easy to recognise many of the local inhabitants, 
who have remained there throughout the war, and of several, 
whom I have had the pleasure to meet, speak very well of 
the conduct of the “Royal West Kents” during their brief 
stay with them!

X think that I can state that all the cafes in that area, 
with the exception' of “Josses” in Rue d’Oran, are still in 
business, but I might add that trade seems to have suffered 
badly since we left.

Enclosed you will find a photograph taken during the 
German occupation, at the cemetery in “Wattrelos” when the 
French people unveiled a tablet in' memory of the British 
soldiers killed there during the lighting.

This is all for now, so will end my letter with best wishes 
to all past and present members.Yours respectively,

H. G. PARKER.
(Late) 1st Battalion.

District Police Headquarters, 
Haifa, Palestine.

To The Editor,
“The Queen’s Own Gazette.” 20th August, 1946
Dear Sir,

The July number has just arrived, and naturally all work 
was immediately dropped to allow me to wander through each 
page avidly.

It was with some personal pride that I noted the further 
honour awarded to Maj.-Gen. R. A. Riddell; it is many years 
since last I was under his command, in the early twenties in 
Ballykinlar, Northern Ireland.

Actually he was responsible for my receiving some good 
instruction' in the “noble art” for which 1 have been ever thank
ful. His general thoroughness was a constant lever to all the 
young soldiers who came into contact with him and I doubt 
whether there were more fit men anywhere at that time.

Also noted was the very good photograph of Capt. Pond. 
I wonder if he remembers the really all out effort of the “A” 
Coy. relay team in' the mile relay at Woking. As a member of 
that team I certainly never shall forget it. With his encourage
ment and leadership I ran faster than I have ever ran in my life 
since, and how we all loved it.

I carry a reminder of that race in the shape of a scar five 
inches long, when I was spiked by a representative of “B” Coy. 
I need not comment on what part of the body I am so 
honourably marked, but I often have to explain that I most 
certainly was not retreating from the enemy when I .received 
it.

Ref. the letter from Capt. Jode. Again I was very pleased 
to hear that he had come through O.K. He most certainly is 
correct when he states that members of the Regt. are well dis
tributed and not only among the other Battalions. We older 
soldiers out here have had the very great pleasure in welcoming 
some of those whe served in the Regt. in recent years. I hope 
that later I shall be able to contact them and forward then- 
names, etc.

This Police Force is being increased considerably and no 
doubt there will be others from The “Queen’s Own” coming this 
way. They should have no worries as they will find a well 
established band to give them all necessary support when 
“lines” are being debated.

I have just left Gregory, a former member in the 1st 
Battalion. He is no letter writer and has excused himself by 
stating that I appear to say all there is whenever I write. The 
fact is that he now intends to contribute to the Gazette and a 
letter can be expected.

Mr. Gammel, of the 1st Battalion, is at present on' leave 
in U.K. Many will probably remember him in the thirties 
putting away so many opponents in the ring. He has- not 
enjoyed leave for approx, nine years, so he is no doubt making 
up for the long absence from home.

The reverberations of the recent explosion at the King 
David Hotel in Jerusalem are likely to be heard for a long time 
to come. Mŝ ny former members who served out here will know 
the hotel well, and will no doubt still maintain memories of 
the conditions existing before the war. In the darker moments 
we still manage to have a good time, as we feel that this may 
be the end of all the present strife.

Good luck to all Members of the Regt. Past and Present, 
trusting that I shall continue to hear from those who are 
interested in keeping the links fast.

Yours very truly,
G. Simpson, 2233 B/Sgt.

Dear Sir,
I would like to add my tribute to what has already been 

written concerning the annual reunion of the Past and Present 
Association of The Queen’s Own, on July 28th.

After a lapse of 15 years since my last visit to Maidstone, 
it was indeed a very great pleasure to renew old associations 
and to meet and exchange views with so many old comrades 
with whom I had been associated in past years.

Several whom I would like to have met were unfortunately 
missing, perhaps through unavoidable causes, but probably next 
year’s gathering, to which I look forward with the keenest 
interest, will bring together some of these absentees who could 
not attend, this year.

Fortunately the weather was all that could be desired and 
rendered sitting out in the old barrack field a real delight.

As for the many and varied side-shows provided for our 
entertainment and the extractions of loose cash from our 
pockets, the Sports Committee are to be congratulated on 
putting together a very fine show.

The photograph in The Queen’s Own Gazette should have 
produced a very much larger group of the South African and 
North West Frontier veterans, but for the fact that owing
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R.W.K. MEMORIAL FUNDto a late return from church, many had apparently dispersed 
in search of the lun'ch bar and other places of refreshment. 
Mayhap this will b» remedied when we meet again, when it 
is hoped that a much more representative group may be 
mustered for the occasion.

Wishing every success to the Past and Present Association 
and to all who minister to its welfare.

Yours faithfully, 
“Punjaub.”

J. Mackintosh,
21, Whitemore Road,

Guildford, Surrey.

The Editor has also received a letter from Captain P. J. 
Matthewman, 8, Priory Close. Beckenham.

--------- ♦---------
BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & DEATHS

BIRTHS
MAXLOW.—On July 4th. 1946. at Pembury. Kent, to the wife 

of ex-Sgt. Maxlow, late of the Regiment, a son—Robert 
William.

BAILEY.—On August 27th. 1946, at St. James’ Hospital, 
Battersea, to the wife of 1140950U Cpl. Bailey, J., a daugh
ter—Maureen.

MARRIAGES
BARRETT—O'LEARY.—On the 31st August, 1946, at Maidstone, 

Kent. Pte. E. Barrett to Margaret O’Leary.
McLELLAND—MILLS.—On October 12th, 1946, at St. John's 

Parish Church, Old Coulsdon, Surrey, Major D. J. McLelland. 
The Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment, to Doris I. 
Mills.

DEATH
BARNETT.—On 2nd Sentember, 1946, at Chatham. Kent, Mr.

W. Barnett, late of The Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regt.
IN MEMOR1AM

FOLLIT.—In proud and loving memory of Roy. Capt. W. R. 
Follit. The Queen's Own' Royal West Kent Regt., attached 
Hampshires, killed at Salerno, September 16th, 1943.

---------♦---------
OBITUARY

C.S.M. WOODCOCK BURIED WITH MILITARY HONOURS
A familiar figure to thousands who have served in The 

Queen's .Own Royal West Kent Regiment during recent years 
passed away at Woolwich, on September 7th, in the person’ of 
Company Sergeant Major William Joseph Woodcock.

C.S.M. Woodcock joined the regiment in 1925 and he was 
well-known in Maidstone and Gravesend, where he had been 
stationed for long periods.He served with the 2nd Bn. throughout the siege of Malta, 
the dangers of which were shared by his wife and daughter.

In 1944 he returned to this court try, where he continued 
to serve with the Regt.The funeral took place at Maidstone Cemetery, on Tuesday, 
with full military honours.The arrangements for the funeral were made by the 13th
I.T.C., and an Army Padre officiated.

It is with deep regret that we report the death of another 
Old Comrade, Patrick W. Barnett, at Chatham, on the 2nd 
September. Ho joined the 2nd Bn. in 1909, au«fc served with 
them in India and Mesopotamia; returning home in' 1919 he 
went on the reserve. In 1921 he rejoined the Regt. at Maidstone 
and again served with the 2nd Bn. from 1922 to 1933 in Ireland, 
Woking, The Channel Islands and Aldershot. He finished his ser
vice at Maidstone in 1938 and became Barrack Warden at Fort 
Clarence, Chatham.

---------> ---------
REQUIRED.—-An assistant capable of delivering and collect

ing orders for photographs in The Barracks and Invicta Lines, 
or anyone interested in becoming a photographic trainee; 
Apply to L. H. Walker-, Esq., 36, Knowle Road, Maidstone.

SECOND LIST OF DONATIONS
£ s. d.

Balance brought forward .....................  480 3 9
Maj. C. D ruce......................................... 10 10 0
P.M.C. 13 Infantry Training Centre ................  50 0 0
Hubert Smithers, Esq. (4th Bn.) ..................  3 3 0
Norman Smithers, Esq. (4th Bn.) ..................  3 3 0
Mrs. Gladys En sor.................................... 3 0 0
Capt. H. G. Rogers .................................  5 0 0
Maj. P. A. Wilson .................................... 2 2 0
O.C., 5th Bn. R.W.K. Regt............................ 250 0 0
Col. G. Ingham ......................................  5 0 0
Lt.-Col. H. A Waring, D.S.0.......................... 3 3 0
Mr. and Mrs. Day .................................... 1 0 0
Capt. F. W. G. R ippon............................... 10 6
Maj. E. A. Jordan .................................... 2 1 0
Maj. G. Elgood, D.S.0.................................  10 10 0
Mrs. S. E. Hunt ...........................   5 0
Mrs. E. M. Smith .................................... 2 6
Mrs. A. King ......................................... 12 0
Miss L. Poste ......................................... 5 0
Mrs. M. Knox-Shaw .................................  25 0 0
Col. H. D. Buehanan-Dunlop, C.M.G., D.S.0........  5 0 0
Col. H. D. Belgrave, D.S.0............................ 5 0 0
A. T. Tillott, Esq...................................... 1 1 u
W. Warren, Esq......................................  10 0
Lt.-Col. E. A. Sharpin ...............................  5 5 0
Maj. C. F. Battye, M.C................................. 1 1 0
Gen. Sir R. J. T. Hildyard, K.C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O. .. 5 0 0
Other Ranks No. 13 Infantry Training Centre and

63 Primary Training Wing .....................  150 0 0
Lt.-Col. O. M. Fry, M.C..............................  5 5 0
Col. C. N. Watney, C.I.E., T.D.......................  10 10 0
Mrs. C. Rye ...........................................  10 0
Dartford Detachment 7th Cadet Bn. Q.O.R.W.

Kent Regiment .................................  3 3 0
Capt. P. W. D. S c o t t .................................  10 10 0
Col. G. E. Wingfield-Stratford, C.B.E., M.C........  5 0 0
Lt.-Col. H. P. Braithwaite. D.S.O....................  5 5 0
Lt.-Col. F. J. Dearing.................................  3 3 0
Mrs. M. M. Archer .................    5 0 0
Mrs. J. F. Turner .................................... 3 0 0
Lt.-Col. J. C. Parker .................................  3 0 0
Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Lewry........................   5 0 0
J. Mackintosh, Esq., late R.Q.M.S. 1st Bn......... 10 0
Mrs. W. J. White .................................... 1 0 0
Maj. P. N. Brothers .................................  1 1 0
T." H. Parnacott, Esq. ............................... 1 1 0
Maj. A. A. Eason .................................... 5 5 0
Lt.-Col. J. M. Haycraft............................... 2 2 0
Lt.-Col. H. Peploe, D.S.O..............................  2 2 0
Lt.-Col. E. F. Moulton-Barrett, O.B.E., M.C........  3 3 0
Maj. G. U. Weymouth ............................... 1 0 0
Mrs. Bernard Howlett ...............................  3 3 0
O.C., 5th Bn. R.W.K. Regiment.....................  18 1 7

Total carried forward .......................  £1125 12 4

---------♦---------
DUKE OF YORK’S MILITARY SCHOOL

1. The attention of all ranks is directed to the Duke 
of York’s Royal Military School, Dover.

2. This School provides free accommodation, clothing and 
education for the sons of warrant officers. N.c.O.’s and men 
who are serving or have served in the Army, and for sons 
of officers who origin'ally enlisted on normal engagements in 
the Regular Army and were afterwards promoted to com
missioned rank.

3. Boys may be registered for admission between the 
ages of eight and eleven years and admitted to School after 
their ninth and before their twelfth birthdays. They 
normally remain at the School until the age of fifteen years. 
Boys selected for higher education may remain at the School 
until they are eighteen years of age.

4. Candidates are selected for entry by a Board of H.M. 
Commissioners from those who have attained the required 
medical and educational standards.

5. Further particulars may be obtained from the Secre
tary, Duke of York’s Royal Military School, Dover.
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Honours and Awards
Mentioned in recognition of gallant and distinguished 

services in Burma :—•
Brig. (Temp.) E. W. D. Western, D.S.O. (14804).
Lt.-Col. (Actg.) R. C. W. Thomas, O.B.E. (63722).
Maj. (Temp.) E. F. B. Davis (75030).
Ma.j. (Temp.) P. T. Jefferis (130154).
Maj. (Temp.) E. R. C. Matthews (197303).
Maj. (Temp.) R. S. Roiiston, M.M. (197259).
Maj. (Temp.) J. D. K. Short (172343).
Maj. (Temp.) C. G. Steddy (132199).
Maj. (Temp.) G. R. Young (197265).
Maj. (Actg.) D. F. Eastern, M.C. (113515).
Maj. (Actg.) R. A. Strand (253693).
Capt. (Temp.) L. J. Bristow-Jones (177819).
Capt. (Temp.) A. T. Tillott (126966).
Lt. F. J. Bewley (284753).
2024313 W.O.I W. G. King.
6348857 Sgt. A. J. V. West.
5572853 Sgt. (A) P. E. Smith.
6352752 Cpl. R. W. Carpenter.
6349571Cpl. E. H. Leddell.

Territorial Army “Efficiency Decoration” : —
Maj. I. Pilditch (46390).
Capt. (T/Maj.) J. B. Stewart (44573).

---------4---------

Promotions and Appointments
EXTRACTS FROM LONDON GAZETTE 

PROMOTIONS
Col. (T /Brig.) (A/Maj-Gen.) W. P. Oliver, O.B.E. (18260) to 

be T/Maj.-Gen., August 3rd, 1946.
EXTRACTS FROM WAR OFFICE,,ORDERS 

PROMOTIONS
The undermentioned Maj. (T/Lt.-Col.) (A/Col.) to be T/Col. 

and W.S. Lt.-Col. : —
S. P. Savilie (12819), August 14th, 1946.

(Extract from W.O. Order No. 36, dated Sept. 5th, 1946).
The undermentioned Lt. (A/Capt.) to be T/Capt. : —

K. M. Hunting (177821), August 9th, 1946 (B.A.O.R.).
(Extract from W.O. Order No. 36, dated Sept. 5th, 1946).
The undermentioned is regranted T/Capt. : —

W.S. Lt. J. A. Eason (72416) (now Reg.). April 27th. 1943. 
(Extract from W.O. Order No. 36, dated Sept. 5th, 1946). 
The undermentioned W.S. Lts. (A/Capts.) to be T/Capts.: —

R. G. Winstanley (326960), August 1st, 1946.
L. A. Mannering (320914), August 8th, 1946.
P. E. Randell, M.M. (341886), August 9th, 1946.

(Extract from W.O. Order No. 37, dated Sept. 12th, 1946). 
The undermentioned 2nd Lts. to be W.S. Lts.: —

D. J. Dixon (364103), September 1st, 1946.
D. R. Harris (364188). September 1st, 1946.
A. L. Price (364099), September 1st, 1946.

(Extract from W.O. Order No. 37, dated Sept. 12th, 1946). 
The undermentioned W.S. Lt. (A/Capt.) to be T/Capt: —

P. A. J. Tickn'er (224764), April 21st, 1946.
(Extract from W.O. Order No. 37, dated Sept. 12th, 1946). 
The undermentioned W.S. Lt. (T/Capt.) (A/Maj.) to be 

T/Maj. and W.S. Capt.: —
C. S. A. Duncan (219205), January 25th, 1946. (Subs, for noti

fication in W.O. Orders No. 42/1945).
(Extract from W.O. Order No. 38, dated Sept. 19th, 1946). 
The undermentioned W.S. Lts. (A/Capts.) to be T/Capts. 

(B.A.O.R.) :■—- 
C. Beale (327733), August 2nd, 1946.
H. A. Romain' (312132), August 10th, 1946.

(Extract from W.O. Order No. 38, dated Sept. 19th, 1946). 
The undermentioned W.S. Lts. (A/Capts.) to be T/Capts. : — 

A. W. Clevcndon' (113513), April 6th. 1945 (Subs, for notification 
in W.O. .Orders No. 39/1945).

A. Gibbons (326267), October 1st, 1945.
S. P. A. Bray (156661), November 15th, 1945.
G. P. Baer (337018), March 31st, 1946.
M. Allen (308192), August 6th, 1946.

(Extract from W.O. Order No. 38, dated Sept. 19th, 1946).

The undermentioned W.S. Lt. is regranted T/Capt : —D. G. Harris (315941), May 5th, 1946.
(Extract from W.O. Order No. 38, dated Sept. 19th, 1946).
■ The personal Nos. of the undermentioned are as now 

stated and not as in W.O. Orders - 
No. 27/1946—W.S. Lt. (A/Capt) R. C. Miller (136551).

(Extract from W.O. Order No. 38, dated Sept. 19th, 1946).
The undermentioned W.S. Lt. (T/Capt.) (A/Maj.) to be 

T/Maj. and W.S. Capt. : —
C. T. E. Ewart-Biggs (228422). March 28th, 1946.

(Extract from W.O. Order No. 38, dated Sept. 19th, 1946).
The undermentioned W.S. Maj. (T/Lt.-Col.) (A/Col.) to be 

T/Col. and W.S. Lt.-Col. : —
H. G. Jennings-Bramley (44822), May 30th, 1946.

(Extract from W.O. Order No. 39, dated Sept. 26th, 1946).
The undermentioned W.S. Lt. (A/Capt.) to be T/Capt. 

(B.A.O.R.) : —
J. R. S. Carter (129594), September 3rd, 1946.

(Extract from W.O. Order No. 39, dated Sept. 26th, 1946). 
The undermentioned 2nd Lt. to be W.S. Lt.: —

P. T. Birch (364431), September 16th, 1946.
(Extract from W.O. Order No. 39, dated Sept. 26th, 1946).
The undeimentioned W.S. Lt. is regranted T/Capt. : —R. R. Cooke (117966), February 13th, 1946.
(Extract from W.O. Order No. 39, dated Sept. 26th, 1946).

RELINQUISHMENTS
The undermentioned relinquishes T/Capt. (A.P.M.T.) Orders : —

W.S. Lt. (T/CaDt.) J. A. Eason (72416) (n'ow Reg.), June 
1st, 1943.

(Extract from W.O. Order No. 36, dated Sept. 5th, 1946).
The undermentioned W.S. Capts. (T/Majs.) relinquish T/Majs. : —

A. J. Beck (264957). May 6th, 1946.
C. S. A. Duncan (219205), May 16th, 1946.

(Extract from W.O. Order No. 38, dated Sept.. 19th, 1946).
The undermentioned W.S. Capts. (T/Majs.) relinquish T/Majs. : —

H. H. J. Bishop-Williams (204399), March 17th, 1946.
J. H. Brock (172341), July 5th, 1946.

(Extract from W.O. Order No. 39, dated Sept. 26th, 1946).
EXTRACTS FROM LONDON GAZETTE

RELINQUISHMENTS
War Subs. Lt. J. A. Davies (264654) relinquishes his commission. 

May 20th, 1946, and is granted the hon. rank of Capt.
War Subs. Lt. J. • H. Godfrey (212686) relinquishes his com

mission, July 11th, 1946, and is granted the hon. rank of 
Capt.

War Subs. Lt. C. M. Bernard (113626) relinquishes his com
mission, August 14th, 1946, and is granted the hon. rank of 
Capt. MEMORANDA

Lt.-Col. (Q.M.) A. J. Coe (35031), E.R.E. List, having exceeded 
the age for retirement is placed on retired pay, August 
9th, 1946.

--------- f —-------
NOTICE

3 British Infantry Divisional Officers 
Association, 1939-45

Any officers, who served with 3 British Infantry Division 
between September 3rd, 1939 and May 8th. 1945. and who wish 
to join the Divisional Association, should send cheque/P.O. 
for 10s., subscription for Life Membership, to : —

The Honorary Secretary, 3 British Infantry Divlsidnal 
Officers Association, 3 Lincoln’s Inn Fields, London', W.C.2.

The object of the Association is to keep ex-members of 
3 Div. in touch with one another by holding Annual Reunion 
Dinners and circularising news-sheets through Regimental 
Journals and other means.

It is intended that the Association should hold an address- 
register of all members so that the address of any member can 
be obtained by another through the Hon. sec.

C. H. Lincoln, Major.
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: News from Battalions :

I St BATTALION
In contrast to the past six months, August proved to be 

an eventful month for the battalion.
The normal serenity of life at the Technical Barracks, 

Salonika, was rudely disturbed when a warnirig order for an 
imminent move was received on Monday, 12th August.

The remainder of that week was devoted to packing up. 
On the 18th August we embarked on H.T. "Empire AnVil” and 
in the latter part of the afternoon we steamed out of Salonika 
Bay.

A number of friends from the Division came to the quay 
to bid us farewell, including the Divisional Commander 
Ma.lor-Gencral C. B. Callander, C.B., M.C., and Commander 
12th Infantry Brigade, Brigadier Cook-Collis, D.S.O.

The Divisional Dance Band was also in attendance and 
provided musical entertainment during the embarkation.

The two days’ voyage proved to be a very pleasant rest, 
and on Tuesday evening we docked at Port Said. We dis
embarked the following morning and travelled by train to 
our destination near Suez. Our new home, which is a tented 
camp, was fortunately not very far away, and since then we 
have spent the remainder of the month in settling ourselves 
in.

Speculation of course is rife at the moment as to the 
length of our stay here, but next month we should be able 
to present a more comprehensive account of our present home 
and its surroundings and probably some further news of our 
future.

During the month Major H. B. H. Waring and J. A. Eason 
have left us to go on two months’ leave in England and the 
normal numbers of all ranks have left to go on release and 
Python.

M.T. Section
Our drivers are now surveying the world through rose- 

coloured glasses, or should we say rose-coloured wind-screens, 
since drawing a new set of transport.

We are now minus some of the old faces, who remained 
behind at Salonika and have since gone on Python and 
Release, amongst these being Ptes. Jones, Carter, Stevenson, 
Dunnett and “Scooter” Newman.

In addition to those prominent faces we shall miss the 
exceedingly prominent nose of Jack Warner.

In the course of the next week or so we are saying 
cheerio to a very popular figure in the M.T.. namely Slosg 
Weaver, who in Greece was known as the Diesel King.

There has been no change in the Office stall or in the 
thirst of our guv’nor, Sgt. Nunn.

The section is now very sport conscious and in the next 
issue we hope to be able to report that we have shown the rest 
of the Batt. a thing or two in all sporting branches.

H.Q. Company
The comnany is in full swing after its swift and hectic 

move from Salonika. Needless to say C.S.M. (Father) Relf 
has had a big hand in this—under the watchful eye of Major 
D., S. Scull. Suez has not come up to the expectation's of 
most people, in fact people are inclined to believe it a dead 
loss.

We said goodbye and good luck to our old friends who 
have recently left the company on release, amongst them being 
Sgt. Biimny Tester, who has given valuable service to both 
the Signals and to the company football team; also we have 
lost Cpls. Linkin and Bushell, both of the Signals and Sgts. 
Willis and Mathis, our Cook Sgts.

Congratulations to all who have stepped into their places.
We welcome to the Coy. Capt. J. B. Wilson, who has 

been appointed Messing Officer and Education Officer, also 
2nd.-Lt. Myerson as I.O.; may their stay be a happy one.

Sport, both inter-platoon and Coy. has flourished lately. 
Many an exciting game has been played with "A” and "S.” Keep it up, H.Q.

“A” Company
It was on a brilliant, sunny day in August that the C.O. 

called the Battalion together and delivered a speech which, 
condensed, meant “Get Ready to Move.” Those who had much 
experience in moving received the news apparently unmoved, 
but those who have not had many experiences of this nature 
were not quite sure how they should take it. Of course, 
many conjectures were made as to our ultimate destination, 
and many had hopes of return to England. However, their 
hopes were proved futile, for on the 21st August the "Empire 
Anvil” steamed into Port Said Harbour. On disembarking we 
were met by an old friend of the Battalion, Major-General 
Oliver. After refreshment, tea and cakes, the train steamed 
out of the station, slowly gathering speed. After a few hours’ 
journey we found that we were in the Port Tewfik area. Old 
members of this Battalion well remember this district, as it 
was here that they did some training in 1943.

The Coy. welcomes three new officers, Lts. Roberts, Mutch 
and Hogben and we wish them a long and happy stay in the 
company. Capt. MacMillan, our very able Coy. Commander, 
recently took over command when' Major Eason left us to 
proceed on Python. We also wish to congratulate the follow
ing on promotion, Sgt. Selmes to C.S.M., Sgt. Redgell to C/Sgt., 
Cpls. Doughty syid Woodward to Sgts.

Well friends, it is here, deep in the heart of Tewfik we 
are busy settling in and making ourselves -at home. So for 
the time being we shall have to leave you until next month 
when we shall be able to give you more news of "A” Coy.

MAJOR-GENERAL W. P. OLIVER. O.B.E. and 
LT.-COL. P. H. MACKLIN, O.B.E.
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P.S.—Is it true what they say about England? (What! 

No Beer?).
Why does a certain' member of the Sgts’. Mess 

possess a comb with three teeth at either end and 
a wash-leather in the centre?

Who were the two girls in Salonika with the 
Gimmies (Give me a packet of cigarettes).

Standeasy.

SGT. SAV1LLE, C.S.M. WOOLLEY, R.S.M. HAYLEY, 
C.S.M. RELF, C.S.M. COPPER.

THE OFFICERS, 1st BN., WITH MAJOR-GENERAL 
W. P. OLIVER, O.B.E.

Sergeants’ Mess
After a period of 21 months, which was packed with 

thrills and excitement, we have at long last left Byron's 
country, better known to you all as Greece.

Since we opened our first Mess in Athens in January, 1945, 
we have had many successful session's. The best Mess we had 
by far was during our stay at Larisa. It was here that we 
used to hold regular dances every week.

The long awaited re-introduction of the Colours to the 
Bn. which took place at Salonika, was an event which will 
long live in the minds of the members who were fortunate 
enough to be present. It is true that never was so much 
drunk by so few in so short a time.

R.S.M. Hayley’s basket-ball team beat all comers in the 
Salonika area and his personal bag of goals runs very high.

On July 31st we ran a highly successful W.Os.’ and Sgts.' 
' dance, which was held In the open air on the roof of the 12th 
Field Ambulance. To the music of the 4th Div. Dance Band, 
which numbered 11 musicians, the members an'd their guests 
had a most enjoyable evening. Among the guests present 
were the Div. Comd., Maj.-Gen. C. B. Callander and our Bde. 
Comd., Brig. A. G. W. Heber-Percy. Here is a picture of the 
setting as we looked around from the dance floor. We, over

looked the Bay of Salonika with the twinkling lights from 
the Cafes gleaming as far as the eye could see. Our roof was 
a cluster of coloured lights which turned one from one shade 
of colour to another as we glided across the dance floor. The 
tables, as to be expected, were well laden, and it speaks 
well for the makers that they stood up to the strain of the 
weight of many bottles. Those whose arms had not tired, 
were lifting their glasses well into the early hours of the 
morning.

The day before we embarked, we were honoured by a visit 
by the Div. Comd., who, after inspecting the Bn., joined us 
in the Mess. He expressed his sorrow that we were leaving 
the Division. We can truthfully say that the Bn. was held 
in very great esteem by all in the Division, an'd speaking for 
the Mess, we have entertained and made welcome all those 
who have honoured us with their visits. The trip by boat to 
Egypt was as peaceful as a Mediterranean cruise. When we 
disembarked at Port Said, a very old friend of the Bn„  in the 
person of Maj.-Gen. Oliver, was there to greet us. He chatted 
with many old members. Our present location is Suez and 
we are not far from where we were stationed in January 1944, 
when we were last in this country. We have already got our 
Mess running smoothly, and as is our usual custom, we have 
already struck up a friendship with our next-door-neighbours. 
The Highland Light Infantry. We have played their Sgts. 
Mess at cricket on two occasions, the score being evens. 
These games proved to be of great entertainment value as 
well as exciting. Sgts. “Kutch” Nunn and Conrathie were 
playing their first game in the art of cricket and their 
exhibitions of how to catch the ball, should be written out 
as an' A.C.I. We are looking forward to the deciding game. 
A W.O's. versus Sgts. basket-ball game ended with the former 
being soundly beaten. R.S.M. Hayley is now out for revenge. 
During the past week we were honoured with a short visit by 
General Sir Miles Dempsey, C. in' C. Middle East Land Forces. 
During the next month, we will be losing many members who 
are going home on Python and Lilop. Among the latter will 
be R.S.M. Hayley, C.S.M. Copper, C.S.M. Woolley and Sgt. Savill. 
So for the present will close with best wishes to all old 
members. "Shonk."

Support Company
Sin'ce we last went to press many changes have taken 

place in the Coy. Our Coy. Commander, Capt. Upton', a very 
keen mountaineer and road walker, decided to go home on
L.I.A.P. and so the goats and sheep in the mountains are no 
longer disturbed by the noise of hob-nailed boots and The 
Voice that launched a thousand schemes. We take this 
opportunity of welcoming Major Court, late of the Ex 6th Bn. 
R.W.K., from Austria, and we trust that during his stay in 
this Coy. he doesn’t lose any more K.D. C.Q.M.S. Skelton 
went home on release and Sgt. Conrathe had a very short spell 
as Acting Colour Sgt.

C.S.M, Benn is still the pillar of strength of the Coy. Of 
late he has procured a Regimental Stick to uphold the dignity 
of his rank, but which certain people with dishonourable 
motives say upholds the Sgt. Major.

It was regretted by many that we left the land of Bars 
an'd Cabarets. Many were the suggestions put forward by the
O.R’s as to the best way to pack and dispatch the Coy Stores, 
but which, it is regretted, were ignored by those who matter. 
After a peaceful crossing we reached Port Said.

Maidstone's Safest Milk ! !
PEDIGREE GUERNSEY 

HERD

(p îitnWSê -Cetv
for Ltd.

Infants and Invalids
EGGS & CREAM Phone 26 tO
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2nd BATTALION
We extend a very hearty welcome to our new Command

ing Officer, Lt.-Col. E. W. D. Western, D.S.O., and hope that 
his tenure, of command will be a long and happy one.

We also welcome to this Bn. Lt. A. Lucas, Lt. D. P. I. 
Campbell and Lt. R. G. Garrett.

The thanks and appreciation of the Officers of the Bn. 
are extended to Colonel W. V. Palmer, who commanded the 
Bn. from 1936 to 1939, for his magnificent gift of a silver 
statuette, representing a soldier of the 1939-45 war.

This gift is especially welcome, because It brin'gs up to 
date a collection of silver statuettes in the Officers’ Mess.

As this g ift only arrived a short while ago it is very much 
regretted that we have not been able to include a photograph 
for the benefit of our readers. We intend to have a picture 
of the statuette in the n'ext Q.O.G.

The now famous “Operation Union” is at last- in full 
swing; that is the name given to the arrival of married 
families in B.O.A.R. We can already welcome three wives— 
Mrs. Cowlard, who was the first arrival, Mrs. Sivers, and Mrs. 
Carter. In all cases the married families’ quarters were 
heavily defended areas in’ the first few days of occupation. 
The fame of the "Q.M’s house” has spread far and wide and it 
was rumoured in Luneburg that the “Schloss Sivers” even 
boasted a drawbridge and moat with an armed guard. We can 
however categorically deny this allegation, though it is under
stood that one of the children has been seen lurking in the 
bushes with an air gun.

We shall soon be welcoming more officers’ and other ranks’ 
wives, and the thanks of the married families must go to 
Major Rich and Lt. Sivers for all the patien’ce and trouble 
they have taken over the reception arrangements.

Since our last appearance in Press we have said “good
bye” to more well-known characters. Sgt. Uden, Sgt. Jaques 
and Cpl. McTaggart will all be missed for their prowess at 
various games. Sgt. Brown, Sgt. Wood, L/Sgt. Hull and L/Cpl. 
Thurston have also left the unit, and many more. We wish 
them all the very best of luck in the future, and hope that 
we shall see their faces at many reunions in after years.

On September 13th and 14th a Bn'. Rifle Meeting was 
held on a first-class Range nearby. The Wehrmacht certainly 
prepared for war on a grand scale, and no expense was spared 
in the erection of this Range. The first day’s shooting was 
carried out under ideal conditions. The Inter-Coy. Champion
ship was won by “C” Coy., “B” Coy. being the runners-up. 
Sgt. Gorvin (“C” Coy.), obtained the best individual score, 
Pte. Owen (“H.Q.” Coy.), came second, and Capt. Marsh ("B” 
Coy.), came third. The Individual Revolver Competition was 
won by Pte. Penny of "C” Coy., Capt. Clarke of the Inns of 
Court Regiment coming second, and Capt. Marsh coming 3rd.

In addition there were .303 and .22 Sweepstakes, .303 Pool 
Bull and Revolver Sweepstakes. All these were great fun, 
and provided much incentive for learning to become a good 
shot. We are looking forward to more of these meetings.

This month -we have taken on the strength a character 
of rather, dubious worth, a beast which is commonly known 
as the “war dog.”. A. and S. Group 26 D.R.C. His master, 
having gone on leave, the R.I.O. can' now be seen leading 
him round on the end of a large leash. Any attempt at kind 
treatment is met with snarls and bites. However, so far he 
has not led us at top speed across country, as certain members 
of this Bn. will recollect was the habit of the Palestine Police 
dogs.

The cricket season has been a successful one. The Bn. 
won 8 matches, and lost 4. Major M. B. Rickcord and Pte 
Morgan have been valuable assets to the batting side, both 
making centuries at various times. Capt. Hunting, Sgt. steer 
and Pte. Shackleford have all bowled well and have taken' a 
lot of wickets. The Bn. won the Inter-Bde. Group Cricket 
Competition by defeating the 13/18th Royal Hussars in the 
final. The 13/18th went in first and. were dismissed for 63 
runs. After a very shaky start, of 15 runs for 4 wickets, 
Lt.-Col. E. W. D. Western and Major J. B. C. Palmer came 
to the rescue, and the Bh'. passed their opponents total and 
won the. match by 6 wickets.

We are pleased to say we see quite a lot bf Major Kemp, 
who is with the Inns of Court Regiment nearby, and we have 
also been visited by Major Spooner, both ex-2nd Bn.

It is with surprise and appreciation that we once more 
see Capt. P, N. Elgood in our midst. He has finally returned 
from a long course of “courses and leave,” and he will now 
doubtless be able to teach us many new things.

During this month "D” Coy have been guarding the 
supply trains running to Berlin. Recently a train left Bruns
wick with a guard of twelve men under Cpl. Mitchell. Every

thing was perfectly normal until about half-way through the 
Russian Zone when the train was halted by signals. The ■ 
guards alighted from the guards’ waggon and inspected the 
train to check that all was intact. After a few minutes Pte. 
Lashmar reported that an axle grease box was smoking badly. 
On close inspection it was found that sabotage had been com
mitted. The grease box had been' filled with ̂ sand. If this " 
had not been discovered so soon it would eventually have 
caused the train to be derailed. The guard unloaded the 
damaged waggon which contained twenty-eight tons of wheat 
and reloaded it into an empty waggon. After an hour of 
hard work the guard once again mounted the train which 
continued its journey to Berlin.

So ends this month’s editorial with the 2nd Bn. in' Bruns
wick. Guards and escorts continue, and ' with the advent of 
autumn, cross country running, football, rugger and hockey are 
just starting, and we hope for bigger and more frequent Rifle 
Meetings.

“A” Company
Here we are again happy as can be and hoping everyone 

is feeling likewise.
We welcome to our Company Lt. D. P. I. Campbell, ex 1st 

Grenadier Guards. Although we ourselves are not exactly 
Guardsmen, we feel he will have a very happy stay with us. 
No doubt his appearance on the Barrack square will be a 
regular and conspicuous one.

Another prominent figure within the Company to return 
from the United Kingdom Is C.S.M. Clarke, who spent his long 
spell away from us on a Guards Course, Leave and Hospital. 
Pull of “pep and beans” he can be heard to say (whispering 
along the passageways) “turning about by numbers, ten more 
days to go and give me ether—give me ether.” The boys of 
the Company can be seen powdering their socks, cutting their 
toe nails right down, and washing their feet more frequently 
than in the past, no doubt in readiness for the great offensive, 
which we feel sure is not very far off. “God h e lp1 us 
chaps! ! ! ”

The wheels o f demob, are still turning, although the 
speed has decreased somewhat. We say farewell to Cpls. 
Groom and Shore, Ptes. Bannister, Burbridge, Hawley and - 
Powell. To them all we wish good luck and a happy settle
ment in “Civvy Street” once again.

Activities in the way of sports have been sadly, although 
unavoidably neglected. The Company’s commitments during 
the past month have been considerable, and devoted entirely- 
to matters concerning the control of the Ex Third Reich. The 
greatest and longest of these has been the Berlin Train Guard.
N.C.O.’s and men are now to be seen dashing around the 
barracks shouting “Charing Cross, mind the doors” and many 
other phrases which remind us of dear old England and home.

Germany to many of us has now lost much of the interest 
it once held. They do say “hit a man’s pocket if you want him 
to sit up and take notice,” how true—we’ve found out.
B.A.F.S.V’s (British Armed Forces Service Vouchers) are now 
in full swing and are in very many ways an excellent Idea—. 
especially with regard to the way that the German Mark was 
seriously affecting our British Sterling a t . home, so perhaps 
we shouldn’t grumble. However our mode of living has 
entirely changed. We are now more than grateful to attend 
a free picture show (of which. recently we have had plenty) 
compared to the once 4 Mark seat in a Cinema—beer by the 
pint is now drunk instead of in the past, by the gallon. Not 
only has this affected us individually, but our Pay Clerk, Pte. 
Foster (God bless ’im), has now a real live job and a real live 
headache to go with it. He was overheard to say, “if I knew 
this was going to happen I’d never have volunteered for the 
job.” Drill daily consists now of Primary Training, i.e., 
practice'for Pay Parade. It’s amazing just how many people 
have completely forgotten the correct procedure, but it won’t . 
take us long to learn from our Drill Specialists, although 
they too, we think, are new to the game. Yes as you can see 
it’s the talk of the town.

As a point of interest one of the films recently shown by 
the A.K.S. was Tommy Trinder in the "Three Fiddlers;’’ our 
Company supported this show very well—we wonder whether 
it was to gain any first-hand knowledge. Unfortunately the 
film had no bearing whatsoever on the type of “fiddle”.they 
were thinking of ! ! !

As we go to press we learn of the departure of Pte. Preston 
who has obtained a posting to the R.AjS’.C. He had had many ' 
audiences within the Bn. to know “how he fiddled it” but 
naturally his lips are sealed. “Makes you think.” We all 
wish him good luck.

This, I’m afraid, must be all for now.
And so until next month we say cheerio and good luck to ‘ 

all, everywhere. , “ ’Appy ’Arry.”
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“B” Company
The month of August found the Company living very 

much from day-to-day, or rather from guard-to-guard. As 
leave has claimed quite a large part of the Coy., things 
have been rather quiet but we have had our share of excite
ment, with a couple of operations in the area. The first being 
a house search at 3 a.m. was particularly successful—for night 
operations on'e has to be rather broadminded and after all 
very few people look their best at 3 a.m. The second was a 
village raid, which was very well conducted and the persons 
we were looking for were detained, shall I say for disposal.

The C.I.G.S. ideas about guards have had a distinct effect 
upon us, with the present leave situation; duties have luuen 
rather heavily upon the remaining lads. Anyway their spirit 
has never been higher Since reading the Daily Mirror on tne 
subject, and all are awaiting their bedlamps, radios and the 
voluntary call to church, and I.hate to think what will happen 
when' the doctor gets his consultation bours from 10—12 and 
2-4.

We welcome to “Baker,” Capt. H. W. Marsh from the Royal 
Berkshire Regiment and trust he will enjoy his stay with us; 
also we have had several reinforcements, namely, Ptes. Cree, 
Young, Hope, Godier and Sanger. On the debit side we have 
lost some old friends. Cpl. Smith 40 has transferred to the 
R.E’s, whilst Ptes. Summersett and Sharp have left for 
“Civvy Street,” and we hope that they will soon settle down 
in their new stations.

Operation Union has had an effect on “Baker” Coy.
C.S.M. Cowlard was the proud husband to go to Hanover to 
meet his wife a couple of weeks ago. We sincerely hope Mrs. 
Cowlard.has settled down to a life over here. It certainly has 
been a blessing for the C.S.M., who is acting R.S.M. Instead 
of having to go to the Mess in the evenings after a trying 
day of sorting out guards, etc., he can now retire to the peace 
and quiet of his home. Also Lt. Carter, our very busy W.T.O., 
went last night to meet Mrs. Carter and his two-year-old 
daughter. Mrs. Carter we understand will be running a 
revolver practice for all wives once a week, so husbands 
beware.To conclude, who started the “Flap” over leave when 
he thought A. and S. Group 44c were being frozen? And who 
went to Helmstedt instead of Hanover? For the answers to 
this knotty problem be sure and buy next copy of Q.O.G.— 
it will probably be in December issue. “Toddy.”

“C” Company
"Bang”—right in the goal. Charley Company has started 

this season with three sweeping successes, the first being in 
the Bn. Sports when we upheld the soccer tradition of the 
Company by winhing the competition in a seven-aside match. 
No. 2 was played against 121 British General Hospital, many 
goals being scored but Charley “brought home the bacon” 
with the grand score of 6-5. After this our next match was 
our first league game of the season in which we defeated 
"Baker” Company 2-1, both goals being scored by one of our 
new discoveries Pte. Wade.We welcome Lt. Lucas to our fold an'd wish him a happy 
stay in our midst.It is with regret that we bid farewell to two old sweats 
of Charley Company, namely Cpl. McTaggart and Pte. Warren. 
In Cpl. McTaggart we have lost a' great footballer, who has 
accomplished a lot to build up the Company’s reputation. 
Good luck to both of you in your Civvy Street occupation.

At present part of the Company are firing a rifle war 
course. One civilian commented on the fine red flag display 
shown by the butt party, but that has not disheartened 
Major Palmer, who had high hopes of winning the Battalion 
Shooting Competition.

With that we must say cheerio and good luck to all our 
friends in other Battalions.

■ "Highland Laddie.”

“D” Company
And it came to pass, during the month of Leo, called 

August, that the leaders of the great tribo of 2nd R.W.K. did 
gather together, and did mumble in their beards, and many 
were the looks cast upon the hordes of DOG.

And so it was, that hordes of DOG did gird up their loins, 
and sally forth from the lands of Muller Kasem'e. to dwell for 
five lon’g days and nights In the wilderness of FIELD-FIRING- 
AREA.

Many and fierce were the battles that they did fight,

under their great leader 2nd Lt. Birch, and always they were 
victorious, which is as it should be, according to the great 
book of words “Military Training Manual 1944” or whatever it is.

On the fifth day they came again to the land of Muller 
Kaserne, and there was great rejoicing among the men of the 
tribe, and there was one that was named Leo (because of a 
voice, like unto that beast) who was also called Sgt.-Major 
and other names that cannot be written here! And he did 
beat his breast and cry with joy, for once again’ he could say 
unto the Hordes of DOG “Escort and accused SHUN! Hat 
off, quick march,” etc.

There is a saying which goes, "There is no peace for the 
wicked,” and yet once again did the elders of the tribe gather 
together, and again did the hordes of DOG leave the tribe for 
the province of DIVVY H.Q., and there did they toil for three 
weeks, guarding the great ironway that stretches from the city 
of Brunswick to the city which is called Berlin.

Many are the tales that can be told of these journeylngs, 
of the great' Sgt. (V.C.) Moser, whose herd of oxen did wax 
fat, and did increase their number, somewhere along the great
ironway. And of Sgt. '■----/»e-- : ? (Sorry) Storehouse,
who... But who am I to tell tales?

During this time the tribe did wax fat on “compo rations" 
—being sustenance that is equipped with an exceeding thick
ness of armour, and which is good for the fighting men of 
DOG (Even' if it wasn’t eaten) ! !

And when they had come unto Berlin, they did tarry 
awhile in a place known as Reichssportfeld, better known to 
the heathen as “Olympic Stadium.” Many were they that 
were abroad after the curfew hour, and many were captured 
by their enemies, known as Caps Red Mk. ■ i, 2 and 3, .and 
various other titles.

After three weeks, there was great wailing and gnashing 
of teeth, for they did return to their tribe, and again there 
was great rejoicing among the other members of the tribe, 
for the burden of many duties weighed heavily upon the 
shoulders of ABLE, BAKER and Charlie Coys.

We rejoice with the following, who have improved their 
positions In the tribe : L/Sgt. Stonehouse (What! him again?), 
to Sgt.; L/Cpl. (Knobby) Clark to Cpl.; Ptes Gotts and Smitn 
to L/Cpl. Those who have left for the "Land over the great 
Water” called England—Sgts. Winchester and Hull, L/Cpl. 
Thurston, Ptes. Mahoney, Cripwell and Cotty. All the very 
best to you all, an'd may you have all the luck in Civvy 
Street, that you didn’t get in the Kate.

And so there came a time when the scribe could scriben 
no more, and this is i t ! ! You’ve had i t ! ! !

The last duty which we had the great honour of perform
ing was to provide a Guard of Honour of one Officer, one Sgt. 
and 20 O.R’s for the unveiling of an “Allied Monument” near 
Brunswick, set up to commemorate the sufferings of Allied 
nationals who had died at a nearby camp during the war 
through malnutrition, and bad treatment.

Support Company
This month’s report bogin's with an apology. Inadvertantly Sp. Coys, entry was omitted from last 

month’s Q.O.G. An attempt will be made to cover two 
months' news in this entry.

This Coy. has played one cricket match against “D” Coy. 
an'd finds itself in the Bn. Final.

“D” Coy.
Sgt, Elliot . ..'.......... 13
Pte Knowles ...........  2
Sgt. Stonehouse ......... 3
Pte. Campfield ........  1
Sgt. Moser .............. 3Pte Ha.rriine ............ 0

“Sp.” Coy.
Sgt. Jeffery .............. 14
Pte. Dawkins ...........  3
Capt. Hunting ......... 5
Sgt. Jaques .............. 20
Sgt. Goodwin ...........  11

x  ut;.- Axctx tx-ti-iff, .....................  v/
Pte. Coates .. . ,........ 0
Pte. Brooke ............. 0
Pte. Verdend ........... 0
Cpl. Steen .............  1
Cpl. Morbin ..........  0
Byes .....................  3
Leg Byes ................  1
Total, all out ...........  32

Byes .....................  4
Leg Byes ...............  1
Wide Bails .............. 1
Total for 3 wickets .... 69

Overs Maidens Runs Wickets Balls Average
Capt. Hunting ......  7 1 19 8 42 2.3
C/Sgt. Holmes ......  6.3 2 9 2 38 4.5

Until “H.Q.” “sorts out” or is “sorted out” by "A” Coy., 
the other finalist is an unknown quantity. , If the final is not
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played shortly the football season which, by the way, is just 
waiting for the word “Go,” will have begun.

Football.—The Coy. has played so far one game of foot
ball. The team consisted of the remaining eleven men! In 
“Sp.” Coy. The match was played at Richmond Stadium 
against 121'British General Hospital. We, “Sp.” Coy., from 
the start forced the pace and after five minutes the first goal 
was scored. The 121 British General soon retaliated and a 
quick goal was scored. At half time the scores were two all, 
L/Cpl. Sizmur scoring one and pte. Shackletbn the other. The 
second half started in a sweeping attack for "Sp.” Coy., aided 
by a following wind. The score soon mounted till finally it 
stood at 7-2. in “Sp.” Coy’s favour. Two hat tricks being 
scored. Onie by Pte. Shackleford and the other by L/Cpl. 
Sizmur.

More old faces are missing from  the Coy. They have 
moved to the land of “B.U’s” and brown bread and we hope 
happiness. Among them were Sgts. Wood, Jaques and Brown, 
and Ptes. Clements and Platt. May they all have the best of 
luck back once more in their natural environment.

As the weeks pass here In Brunswick, the standard of 
the Coy’s German" rises to such an extent, that It has been 
rumoured certain members whilst on leave have had 
difficulty in making themselves understood—especially at the 
Customs.

Paint has at last found its way on to the Coy. Carriers, 
in various shades, ranging from olive drab to pea green. It 
appears that one “44 Group fiend”: straining at “release” 
tried to make his vehicle as much like a Maidstone and 
District ’Bus as possible.

,Jt seems that this country is not to lose its reputation 
for purges and intrigues. During the last month, swarms of 
Inspectors, Inspectorates ad infinitum, have delved into the 
previously unexplored regions of our Carriers, Anti-Tank puns 
and 3in. Mortars. The Colour Sgt’s. hair is rapidly changing 
from golden’ brown to silver grey. He seems to have lost a 
bubbles spirit cased No. 1, Mk. 1—spare.

Cross-Country Running.—It had to come, so “Sp.” once 
again donned the running shoe and took part in the first Bn. 
run’ of the season. Pte. Shackleford and Cpl. Eyre dis
tinguished themselves by finishing 1st and 5th respectively. 
Next week, the first Inter-Coy. run takes place and we are 
now soaking In hot baths, etc., in an effort to soothe our 
aching joints—Roll on! demob!

We welcome Lt. R. G. Garrett to the fold- this month. He 
has already been seen peering into carriers and motor-cycles 
rather suspiciously, and even turned out for the cross-country 
run,l

So ends this month’s dispatch from the land of B.A.F.V. 
All the best to old “Supportonians,” wherever you may be. 
Incidentally, has anyone seen Capt. Elgood please?

, "A. Oblique.”

H.Q. Company Signal Platoon
' Not so very many days have passed since a member of 

this happy little band put pen to paper, but to most /of us 
it seems an age. Not one of us can see why'there-seems to 
be seven weeks In one day, but many believe it is due to 
the latest demob news, or the extra time spent with the 
unit between leaves.

"Many old soldiers will think I’m' talking through my 
hat when’ I say that at last there is a rival to the main 
army subject. Its popularity seems to increase w ith . the 
A and S Group numbers.

News this time, seems to be in very short supply, but 
one or two items are worthy of mention. '

The last body to extricate itself from the clutches of . 
this vast firm was Pte. (Pottery) Len Gidman. He wanders 
off at a very steady double with the usual vacant stare; 
we wish him all the best in that promised land.

The invasion of the B.A.O.R. wives continues, but alas,' 
this is one thing that the Sigs. have been unable to 
get their sticky fingers in. Two bright boys did try to 
make the grade, but they ju st couldn’t make it. They were 
.told they didn’t have long enough time in the army. (Well 
I don’t kn’ow myself, but it makes you think). Six to nine 
months seems a long long time to me.

We have two more N.C.O’s. on a course at Catterick, and 
by my time table they should be as nuts as yours truly 
in about two weeks. Catterick has quite a big reputation . 
for putting the final touches to a signaller’s brain that nature 
has already done its best with.

We have heard from quite a number of the old boys, 
27 group, etc. Anfl for those of you who remember Old Dad

Eddy, our overseas observer reports that our Dad has almost 
done it again.

With a dirty laugh and a dirtier leer on my pen, I will 
now resume my normal position. (“Back to the land. Well 
done the farmer’s daughter”). . And I  say to the slgs. of the 
future, “Take heart 75 Group, take heart." A.S.

M.T. Section, “H.Q.” Company
During the month of August, the M.T. carried out its 

normal role, sadly depleted by so many of its drivers being 
on leave, a few demobbed whose names had better not be 
disclosed for reasons only known to them. •

Our past drivers and comrades will be pleased to note 
that the Q.M. had a change of heart and dished out quite 
a few suits of sackcloth, so we can at last pass the eagle 
eye of the C.S.M. with heads held erect.

Regular readers may n’ote that this monthly report lacks 
its usual fire. This is because at long last W(rec)k has 
succumbed and was last seen wandering aroun’d the yard 
and muttering to himself, “Who wants an oil filter, brand 
new, guaranteed over the first 1,000 miles.” This last was 
caused by the Central inspectorate who was unaware of the 
consternation caused by his presence, and 121’s able psychia
trist had to be called before W(rec)k would be quietly led 
away from the scene. A sad case, but an early cure is 
expected.

Sgt. Cousins is in the carefree attitude of "Couldn’t care 
less” 40 Group, and has had a lot to contend with during the 
last month, and we are certain that with much more he 
would be following in W(rec)k’s footsteps.

The M.T.O. has been risking l»is neck by giving driving 
instruction' to various members of the Bn., and as these people 
become more proficient, so do his chances of survival' increase. 
The M.T.O. has also graced the Bn. team with his presence, 
and when he played for the Officers against the Sergeants, 
was well * supported by the M.T. Crowd (all five of ’em)

The cricket season has revealed a Hammond in our midst. 
Pte. Morgan by n'ame. He has played in the Bn. Team with 
distinction, and with a little more publicity, we could shake 
followers of this sport at Lords, But perhaps this would 
inspire them to apply for his Class “B” and that just wouldn’t 
be cricket.

After sunny August’s weather, it is now being considered 
whether the Bn. is to become water-borne. Can' you imagine
M. T. changing propellors in mid-steam, being ably assisted 
by a diver suited' R.E.M.E. looking for leaks. If this weather 
continues, the day will not be far o ff' when detail will state 
that every man will wear his lifebelt.

Until September then. And in the meantime to all M.T. 
—past and present—we send our very best wishes.

“San Fairy Gasket.”

“H.Q.” Company
H.Q. Coy., alas, has been put to the test this month. 

The battle of the employed personnel has been raging unabated 
since the Coy. was first put on guards. Can the Coy. Rifleman 
expect to have his boots mended, his hair cut, ail'd his post 
delivered, when the boot repairers, the barbers, and the Post
N. C.O. are up one night in two. However, after much searching 
by the Orderly Sgt. through the well thumbed pages of jh e 
nominal roll and many assurances by Capt. Clarke, the worst 
is over without serious hindrance to the running ’of the Bn. 
The Coy Commander, during this trying time, was the R.S.O., 
Capt. Clarke, Capt. Willis being on leave prior to rejoining 
his wife over here. Others enjoying the benefits of Operation 
Union are the Q.M., Lt. A. E. Sivers, C.S.M. Whitlock, L/Cpl. 
VUnlint, and Pte. Greenwood, and we extend our warmest 
greetings to their wives and children, and hope that their 
stay with the Bn. will be enjoyed by all.

Though he was unable to play in the final, Sgt. Steer 
had a good share in the mighty effort of winning the Bde. 
Group Cricket, otherwise the Coy. played no part, unless we 
may lay a momentary claim to Major Rich as acting 2 i/c, 
and jto our new C.O. though’ acting Brigadier at the time. 
However the Coy. team met with success in the few matches 
that it did play. As sudden as a warning for a Guard, and 
with as little notice, the football season was on us with 
a call to produce one football team, one hockey team, and 
one handball team. Though the Coy. teams met with little 
or no success, Sgts. Uden and Banham were in the victorious 
Sgts.’ Mess hockey team and Sgt. Howard in their winning 
handball team: Capt. Clar&e was a most energetic representa
tive in the Officers’ Mess teams which were runners-up in 
both the hockey and handball.
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A draft out of the unit has lost us several men, in

cluding two Sniper N.C.O's., Cpl. Shipp and L/Opl. Sawarcif 
to whom we bid -a reluctant farewell. Cpl. Blakesly, the re
maining Sniper Cpl. and one time Orderly >Sgt. has also left 

. us for the A.P.T.C., so Sgt. Uden with Pte. Bake is all that 
remains of the section and even he has dropped the name of 

- Sniper Sgt. for the grander one of Weapon Training Sgt.
The Coy. Sgts.’ Mess have received the addition of Sgt. 

Newman who has arrived from the Hamjishires, and who, until 
his demob with 41 Group, is helping "1” Sgt. Bowen in the 
difficult task of ensuring that the Sgt. Major does his curfew 
checks.

Cpl. Eves, when not acting Colour Sgt. to one of the 
Rifle Coys, or filling the breach for Cpl. Owen, also an acting 
Colour Sgt., has taken the burdens of P.R.I. on his shoulders, 
which leaves L/Cpl. Prince free to act as Car Park N.C.O. at 
which job, I hear, he became quite proficient.

And thus with the Coy. recovering from an overdose 
of bianco and a deficiency of sleep, we close with the hope 
that the strength of the Bn. and its Guard weary members 
will have improved by the time we n'ext go to press. I.S.

Sergeants’ Mess
Once again we open reporting to you our prowess in the 

field of Sports. In the Inter-Departmental competition (foot- 
• ball, hockey, basketball, etc.) we have once again come out 
on top, and are in the finals of hockey an'd basketball, after 
fighting through some very thrilling rounds.

Strangely enough, in the semi-finals of the hockey tourna
ment, the .Officers’ Mess were drawn against the Sgts.’ Mess, 
offe of those blood battles ensuing. What a terrific game! 
After endless battles, end-to-end play, the final whistle blew 
and we found o'urselves the winning side by 5 goals to 3. 
Special mention must be made of the brilliant play of C.S.M. 
Martell at centre-half.

Five cricket caps were awarded to members of the mess 
this year, namely C/Sgt. Wallis, Sgts. Elliott, Steer, Jeffries 
an'd Jaques.

Football has now begun and you may rest assured that 
the Sgts. Mess 2 R.W.K. will turn out. once again, a very 
strong side, despite the fact that most of last year’s team 
have left us on Class “A.”

The Sgts.’ Mess dance, held recently was a terrific success, 
due mostly to the organising and arrangements of the com
mittee of R.Q.M.S. Shaw, C/Sgt. Eves, S/I Howard and Cook/ 
■Sgt. Banham. Thanks chaps, for giving us such a good 
evening.

Class “A” has caught up with Sgt. Jaques. and we now 
hear that shortly we shall be losin'g Sgt. Uden on Class "B.” 
These losses will hit us hard in the Bn. and mess sports sides.

So, for another month, we must close, but, of course, 
we must slip in the inevitable question, that no one can 
answer except members of the mess. Who is.the Sgt. in the 
mess who’s a Rake in more way,s than one? Bower.
SPORTS.With the arrival of Autumn, here in Germany, and the 
none too favourable weather, our thoughts are fast turning 
to the more energetic sports connected with the winter season.

CRICKET.—The cricket season has been a most successful 
one for the Bn. this year, however, and we can’ look back 
with satisfaction on having achieved some notable victories. 
Under the captaincy of Major M. B. Rickcord, we have gone 
from strength to strength, and in spite of the absen’ce of 
some of our star performers at times on leave, our resources 
have been such, that we have alway managed to turn out 
a team which has maintained a very high standard, particularly 
in fielding. The unit won’ the Bde. Inter-Unit Knockout Com
petition, by beating the 13/18th Royal Hussars in the final 
by 6 wickets.

Results to date : —
June 29th, at Brunswick, v. H.Q. Div., Lost; 44 runs for, 

141 for 8 dec. against. July 7th, at Hildesheim, v. 117 Mil. 
Gov., Won; 123—104. July 12th, at Brunswick v. H.Q. 5 Div.. 
Won; 118—115. August 1st, at Brunswick, v. H.Q. 17 In'f. Bde., 
Won; 200 for 7 dec.—33. August 4th, at Brunswick, v. H.Q. 
Div., Lost; 87—102. August 1st, at Celle, v. 1 Green Howards, 
Won; 84 for 8 dec.—22. August 11th, at Celle, v. 84 Gp. 
R.A.F., Won; 118—62. August 14th, at Wolfenbuttel, v. Inns of 
Court, Won; 112—90. August 28th, at Hahover. v. 1 Dorsets, 
Won; 128 for 7—123 for 9 dec. September 1st, at Gottingen, 
v. 2 Northamptonshires, Lost; 75—93 for 8. September 4th. at 
Wolfenbuttel, V. 13/18 Hussars, Won; 65 for 4—63.

Congratulations to the following, who have been awarded 
their Bn. Cricket Colours for season 1946. ;— Majors A. G,

Rich, J. B. C. Palmer, . M. B. Rickcord (Capt.); Capt. K. M. 
Hunting; C/Sgt. Wallis, J. f ‘D’’); Sgts. Elliott, D. ("D”), 
Steer, K. (H.Q.), Jaques, A. (Sp.); Ptes. Morgan', C. (H.Q.), 
Shackiesford, K. (Sp.).

At the time of going to press, we are still awaiting the 
results of the inter-Coy. competition. The winners of H.Q. 
Coy. and A Coy. are due to meet Sp. in the final.

RUGBY.—With the season approaching, we are endeavour
ing to obtain a ground in the vicinity, particularly as several 
members of our last season’s team are still with us. A Bde. 
Inter-Unit Knockout Competition has been organised, and we 
hope, with our several new recruits, to obtain a fairly strong team.

BOXING.—A provisional date, 18-19th (October has been 
arranged for the Inter-Coy. “Open” Competition. The Novices 
Competition, which was reported in' our last issue has provided 
some very useful material, which should gain experience by 
this next competition. Several enthusiasts have already started 
warming up, including a fair percentage of officers. The day 
will soon come when officers will be saying, “Will you accept 
my award, or take three roun'ds in the' ring ! ”

FOOTBALL.—The Inter-Coy. Fo»tball League has already 
started, with last year’s winners, C Coy. beating B by 2 goals to 1.

It is proposed to hold a Bn. Trial Match in the near 
future, in order to discover some of the talent among our 
many new arrivals in the hope the standard of the Bn. team 
may be raised to the great heights achieved last year.

Band
I really must apologise to our readers for a considerable 

lapse in band correspondence. Having been away for the last 
four months at a Course at the R.M.S.M., I am afraid that 
contributions to the Q.O.G. have been overlooked. However 
a resume of the last few months will show you all that we have 
had a really successful engagement season.

The season commenced at Eastbourne, and this* took the 
form of a week-end visit there at Easter.’ This was followed 
by a “Band Show” at Invicta Liries. Next, and probably the 
most important engagement, was the combined Band of the 
1st and 2nd Bn. Bands heading the British and the Common
wealth contingents at the Victory Parade in London. Towards 
the end of June we were present at the Kent County Con
stabulary Police Sports, followed by our first visit to Broadstairs 
this year. This lasted an enjoyable two weeks in mid-July. 
From Broadstairs we went straight on to Hove for a further 
two weeks. There we Jrad the great pleasure of meeting 
our old Band Cpl., now A/Lt.-Col. C. Kemp, of the Inhs of 
Court Regt. We also were really pleased to renew our old 
friendship with another old Band Cpl., now W.O.I in a Para
chute Regt., W.O.I “Pop” Morris.

After a very brief interval we again had the profitable 
pleasure of proceeding to Broadstairs for a further week In 
mid-August. Very shortly after this we were asked at very 
short notice to complete a further week there, and we gladly 
accepted, and we spent an enjoyable final week at Broadstairs 
in September. Whilst at Broadstairs we were very glad indeed 
to meet our old Band Sgt., Mr. Dennison, and we were pleased 
to meet Mrs. Dennison also.

During the intervals between playing at the seaside we 
were kept really busy on Regimental Duties and various local 
parades, often' messed with the Band of the 1st Bn. The 
latest of these parades was the Battle of Britain Anniversary 
Parade at Maidstone. Glancing through the “Kent Mesenger" 
I noticed a very thoughtful tribute to the Massed Band of 
the 1st and 2nd Bn. Bands. In the issue of September 20th 
the “Kent Messenger” has included the following tribute in 
their delightful “Man about Town” column: —

“Members of “The Queen’s Own Royal West Ken't Regt.” 
Band will be delighted to hear of a tribute paid to their 
playing by an old member of the Band. Mr. Walter Venton, 
of Woodland Way. tells me that he was greatly impressed by 
the Band’s standard of playing at Maidston'e Battle of Britain 
Parade.” Mr. Venton remarked, “Those lads played wonder
fully and I was so moved that it brought tears to my eyes.”

On behalf of both Bands I would like to 'thank Mr. 
Ven'ton in these columns for a very touching thought—as long 
as we have 'encouragement like this given to us, we shall do 
our utmost to keep up the old traditions set down by old 
members of our Bands. Once again, thank you Mr. Venton, 
and also thank you to all of our faithful frien'ds, who have also 
shown in many ways their appreciation of our efforts.

May I now offer congratulations to two members of our 
Band who have recently joined the ranks of the married men'.



214 ' THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE.
To Bdsm. E. Barrett and Bdsm. F. Simmons we wish the very 
best of luck. Also to our other member who will also have 
taken the fateful step before this issue reaches the Press— 
heartiest congratulations. This happy man is none other but 
our cheerful continental friend Otto Frank.

We have lost one or two members of the Band recently 
in the demobilisation scheme. They are now become respec
tively Mr. “Jock" Bates (ex-Band Sgt.), Mr. Manning and 
Mr. Elvin. I have paid a tribute to Band Sgt. Bates elsewhere 
in these pages and I trust that I shall be able to carry on the 
good work as ably aS he has done in the past.

At the time of writing we are on Embarkation Leave. 
We are due to commence a tour of six months in the Brunswick 
area of the B.A.O.R. and we shall be very glad indeed to be 
once more with our parent Unit, if only for the winter months. 
We will do our utmost to brighten the winter months for 
you.

There will be two of our members who will not be 
proceeding to the B.A.O.R. They will be demobilised during 
this current month. To them we wish the very best of 
luck; they are Bdsm. W. Fairbrother and Bdsm. Greenslade.

In closing I would like to ask all old members of our 
Band who are readers of the Q.O.G. if they would please 
get in touch with us at their leisure. We have no means of 
contacting some of you, especially those of you who were 
wounded and discharged before we retum'ed from P.O.W. 
Camps. We really would be interested to know how things 
are with you.

To all of you, good luck. Spot.

Band Sgt. J. Bates, 2 R.W.K.—An Appreciation
Band Sgt. Bates enlisted as a boy in the Band of the 

2nd Bni. at Dublin on the 28th day of December, 1921, com
manded at that time by Col. Kitson, the Adjutant being 
Capt. Goutie, and the R.S.M., then W.O.I Coe. In March, 
1922, he proved with the Bn. to Ballykinlar and to Newry 
and Armach in Jun’e of that same year. The Bandmaster at 
that time was Mr. A. W. D. Hunt. Sgt Bates attained the 
age of 18 years in February, 1924, and during his boy’s service 
ho experienced the usual troubles in Ireland which were 
current at that time.

He proceeded with the Bn. to Woking in' January, 1925, 
and again to Guernsey. C.I., where he remained until November 
when the Bn. was posted to Blenheim Barracks, Aldershot. He 
remained with his Bn. and continued on to Shomecliffe with 
it. He proceeded abroad in January, 1938, with the Bn. and 
saw service in Palestine, followed by service in Malta from 
March, 1939, until June, 1943. Mrs. Bates was with him 
continuously during the bombing and the siege of Malta. In 
June, 1943, he proceeded to Syria, Palestine and Egypt with 
the Bn., and eventually went to the Dodecanese Islands. Here 
he had extraordinary luck; when the Bn. moved into action 
on the Island of Leros he was chosen to remain amongst the 
few rear party on the island of Samos,, and eventually he 
arrived back in Egypt by devious routes and consequently 
avoided the fate of most of us. This was the lirst time during 
the whole of his service that he had separated from the 
2nd Bn. Eventually he reached England In February, 1944, 
and was posted for a short while to the Somerset Light 
Infantry, but managed to be posted back to the Q.O.R.W.K. 
Arriving in’ Maidstone in August, 1944, he assisted Bandmaster 
G. E. Jackson to form a new 2nd Bn. Band.

He served with the Q.O.R.W.K. continuously for 24 years 
and eight months, with the exception of three months which 
he spent with the S.L.I. For ten' years he had represented 
the 2nd Bn. Soccer Team during the Guernsey, Aldershot, 
Shomecliffe and Palestine, days, and was awarded Soccer 
colours in 1936 and 1937.

He served under eight Commanding Officers and under 
Bandmasters Hunt, Halloway and Jackson.

His medals include the following. Campaign Ribbons— 
Palestine (With Clasp Palestine), 1939-45 Star, African Star, 
Italian Star, Defence Medal. He also holds the L.S. and G.C. 
Medal..

He has now returned to Guernsey, C.I., where he first met 
Mrs. Bates and is at the mompnt setting house. Later 
he intends joining the local island orchestra. To him and 
to Mrs. Bates I am sure that all who knew “Jock” will offer 
their heartfelt wishes for prosperity anti good luck in the 
future. Yet another “old soldier and comrade” has left us 
and has joined the ranks of faithful ex-members of our Regt., 
and we sincerely trust that he will continue to keep in close 
tpuch with us—the very best of luck, Jim, Spot.

5th BATTALION
“A” Company

Once again A Coy. greets all those who read our monthly 
notes, especially those who have left us during the past few 
weeks for that ‘land of our dreams’—Blighty. Among them 
are Ptes. Ellis, Whitehead, and Johnson. We wish them success 
in their new ventures amongst the lurking perils of ‘Civvy 
Street.’

Few other changes have taken place since our return 
from G.T.C., the adventures concerning which we gave you 
last month.

After an attempt to cope with the numerous duties of 
the Frontier Coy., we were withdrawn in ‘Reserve’ (to quote 
a well used word) to safety and quiet of Moorish- Castle, C 
Coy. taking over our uncompleted task. They have not yet 
solved the mystery of making one man equal to two—we 
don't think they ever will.

The Bn. Sports meeting was a success, but a surprisingly 
few of the Coy. entered for the various events. Perhaps they 
were ‘body conscious’ or ‘crowd shy’; we do not know. However 
we congratulate those few who did compete and make a brave 
show, especially Cpl. Acott, who ran well in the three miles, 
and Pte. Meecham for ‘putting the shot’—we thought him 
‘little but good,’ and against such big men to o! !

At the moment we are looking forward with wary eyes 
at the future—what can it hold we wonder, but being used 
to the unexpected, we feel that we can take it in our stride—- 
when it comes along.

And so on that note, we say goodbye for now until once 
again we enter these pages. ' ‘Roekhappy.’

“B” Company
Once again Baker Coy. are in print after our month’s 

absence due to training in N. Africa. This made a welcome 
break for those of us who went. In spite of the hills which 
formed the basis of our training exercises, the Coy. worked 
really hard and in a way that gladden’ed the eye of the 
Training Officer.

The thing that was most appreciated was the close 
proximity of the sea to the camp, and during ‘siesta’ of an 
afternoon, there were very few who did not take advantage 
of this. Trips into Orari were run twice a week and were 
very popular—as proved by the account of credits drawn while 
we were there.

Quite a number of small menageries were started and the 
chamelions and tortoises were seen in many of the "tents— 
even training exercises proved productive in this line.

Owing to the shortage of shipping space only a third of 
the Coy. came back at the end of the three weeks, while the 
remainder spent another three weeks at the camp. The trip 
back was quite exciting as, during the night, one of the 
plates gave way below the waterline anti we were bailing 
out until the middle of the next day. In the end we were 
about seven hours late docking at Gibraltar, as we had to 
hug the Spanish coast for the rest of the way.

The remainder of the Coy. have now arrived back, except 
twenty who remained on the rear party to close down’, the 
camp. We are now settling down again to the routine of 
guards, fatigues, etc., and we are hoping to make our name 
once more on the sporting side.

One or two of the Coy. have left us during our absence, 
notably C/Sgt„  Goffee, Ptes. Gordon and Brooks for demob., 
and Sgt. Gwilliam on Class ‘B,‘ and we wish them the very 
best in Civvy Street. Magnum.

“C” Company
Greetinges once again from “Charlie” Coy.
We are now once again well settled in at British Lines, 

which was our first station on arrival at the Rock.
Duties for a start were fairly heavy as we had several 

of our N.C,0’s. and men on a cadre course in North Africa, 
but these have now returned and the situation is much easier.

This month we said goodbye to three of the old stalwarts 
of the Coy.—Sgt. Jock Mathleson, Sgt. Mac Ewens (at For
mation College) and Cpl. Bill Bailey. To these three members 
of C Coy. we extend our good wishes for Civvy Street. Also 
Lt. Toogood has gone to U.K. on’ a Formation College Course, 
and on conclusion, Civvy Street. He will be sadly missed in 
the Bn. six-a-side Hockey team.
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Our Coy Commander, Major Barnett, M.C., has returned 

to U.K. on a course, arid we wish him every success.
As far as Coy. Sports are concerned it is impossible, owing 

to the space on the Rock to run an Inter-Coy. Cricket League, 
but this Coy. has managed to iind two members of the 1st 
XI team in Capt. J. A. Aldred and Pte. Worth. The Bn. 2rid 
XI games had to be cancelled as the ground was required 
for the Athletic Meetings, but Ptes. Shanahan, Murphy and 
May played many games for this XI.

WATER POLO.—Cpl. Slade consistently represented this 
Coy. in the Bn. Water Polo team and Pte. Challis has played 
in several games just lately.

ATHLETICS.—As usual, our star has been Pte. Presland, 
who, in the Bn. finals won the 3 mile, 1 mile and } mile. 
Well done, Presland. Our Tug-of-war Team* were beaten in the 
finals by H.Q. Coy., but in the final placing of Coys., we 
were third.

Congratulations to Pte. Woolcombe on the arrival of his 
first addition to the family.

That’s all for this time; next month we hope that football 
will be in full swing and as usual we shall be well in the 
running for the Inter-Coy. Football Cup. Greenfly.

Support Company
Training has continued this month and another Carrier 

Course has been completed. I have an inkling, incidentally, 
that carrier training is rather popular in the Coy., especially 
the driving instruction. Whatever the reason, the last course 
was a very good, one, with the trainees keen en'ough to ask 
to work in after-duty hours.

However, the Bn. Sports have overshadowed all other 
activity, for a team from this Coy. succeeded in winning the 
Thorold Challenge Cup presented in the in'ter-Coy. competition. 
This was a complete Coy effort, for, following an Impassioned 
appeal by our O.C., Capt. S. White, we produced no less than 
53 entrants for the preliminary heats.

When the great day arrived, the Coy. was there in strength 
to watch and cheer the efforts of our reprsentatives. Our 
chaps put on a great show, as these results prove : —

Hop, step and jump—1st, Sgt. Ball; 2nd, Pte. Webb; 3rd, 
Cpl. Oakley.

Long jump—1st, Pte. Benson; 2nd, Pte. Holden.
. High jump—1st, Pte. Webb; 2nd, L/Cpl. Waddington.

Putting the shot—2nd, Sgt. Revill.
100 yds.—1st, Pte. Simpson.
220 yds.—1st, Pte. Simpson; 2nd, Pte. Benson.
Of course we musn’t forget our Tug-of-War stalwarts, who 

pulled hard, but just couldn’t make it.
After the prize-giving, the Cup was borne in triumph by 

Capt. S. White to the canteen, where we filled it to the 
brim with suitable brew. Then it was passed round no les| 
than nine times to all present, and, although there were some 
very deep drinkers, we feared that Capt. L>. B. Epsom would 
never come to the surface again. And so ended a very happy 
arid satisfying day.

We should like to congratulate Sgt. Ball, Sgt. Revill, Pte. 
Benson and Pte. Simpson upon being chosen to represent the 
Bn. in the forthcoming Garrison Sports. '

Goodbye until next time.

CUP WINNERS OF INTER-COY. COMPETITION, BN. SPORTS.

H.Q. Company
To begin our contribution this month we would like to 

wish all the very best to the following, who have left us under 
various disguises in order to resume their normal occupation 
in the U.K. :— Sgt. (Heavyweight) Linnell. Sgt. Oakins, L/Cpl. 
(Tee-Total) Bridgman', and Ptes. Bellion, Steer. Burnand, Rivett, 
not forgetting “Ginger” Glinn.

The weather is getting much cooler nowC~dlthough the heat 
is still a source of discomfort to many oi us, especially those 
in 70 Group and over (you poor soul).

C.S.M. Butcher (our own) is still ’tapping’ strongly, and 
it is rumoured that he will be taking shorthand classes shortly, 
he is already an expert at typing, after only a few weeks tuition, 
this latter fact, of course, enables the Coy. Clerk to take things 
easy occasionally.

Our Coy. Commander has fortunately lost two of his jobs, 
i.e. Welfare Officer and Fire "Officer, but he still finds himself 
fully occupied, and is reported to be personally canvassing for 
Cooks.

Congratulations to Sgt. Warren, L/Cpl. Wallington, L/Cpl. 
Hodson, and Ptes. Richards and Nickson, on putting up an 
excellent show in the Bn. Athletic Sports. Also to the Coy. 
Tug-of-War team who outclassed all opponents, and repeated 
their performance in the N.A.A.F.I. Beer-Bar the following 
evening.

Finally we would just like to remind all, of the phrase 
of the month—"Get your hair cut.”

Sergeants’ Mess
Time marches on and alongside it advances the Age and 

Service groups. This month the Mess lost six members, and 
whilst over our cups we rejoiced with them at their impending 
departure, we were all extremely sorry to lose them. So to 
Sgts. Banham, Ewans, Elf, Lirinell, Mathieson and Oakins, we 
send all our very best wishes for a long and successful career 
in “Civvy Street.”

A social evening was run by the Mess on Saturday, 17th 
August, when we were very pleased to have the honour of 
entertaining our Commanding Officer and Officers of the Bn., 
and the wives of members who have joined us in the station! 
It was an extremely good evening, ably run by Sgts. (Syd) 
August and West, with terrace lighting colourfully arranged by ,Sgt. (Rinso) Hudson.

The highlight of the Bn'. Sports Meeting, held this month 
on Scree Athletic Ground was the tug-of-war, Officers versus 
Sergeants. Our team, captained by R.S.M. Sharpe, just managed 
to get on the rope and I believe the Officers end -was well 
attended also. On the command “heave,” we heaved, and to 
the tune of the Volga Boatmen', we went and went and went, 
and then spent the remainder of the evening toasting our 
heaving prowess.

We heartily congratulate those of our members who won 
prizes, namely Sgts. Warren, Ball arid Revill, and hope they 
repeat the dose at the Garrison Meeting. T.J.L.

Signal Platoon
Hullo all stations, R.W.K.
As you will gather from the call sign, this is the Signals 

calling; and much water has flowed under the bridge since 
our last communication. We welcomed back to the fold from 
North Africa, Cpl. (Bill) Ralph arid Pte. Robinson (48), also 
the three long lost stalwarts, Ptes. Oake, Kingstone and 
Robinson (57), who, incidentally, have been working in the 
N.A.A.F.I., while Cpl. Ralph and Pte. Robinson' (48) were 
enjoying (?) a Cadre Course.

At the time of scribing the Bn. have qualified for the 
finals of the Garrison Sports. Credit must be given to L/Cpl. 
Adkin and Pte. Richards, of the Signals, for representing the 
Bn. in the high-jump. Although they came second on the 
aggregate jump we congratulate them on being the only pair 
of the four teams left in the final jumps.

We welcome the “old contemptible"—Sgt. August, who 
has taken over the reigns of the Platoon from Sgt. Hudson, 
who is due for “demob.”

Strength increase.—1 tortoise—2 chamelions. Will these 
be taken on strength (Q.M! please note).

ODD ODE No. 2 .
Every day we can see 
We are getting nearer to 43.
Very soon they’ll be gone 
Cpl. Downey and Robinson,
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Sgt. Hudson is in 42’s 
I wish that I were in his shoes,
No more “Exchange Sir" I would say 
For I would be many miles away.

* The 70 Group wish they were
Born on a date much earlier,
Then' they would sail across the sea 
With the men in group 43.

Tele F.
M.T. Section

No complaints' this time. On the whole it’s been a fairly 
good month with plenty of laughs.

There have been various sources of amusement, but the 
most constant, I feel, has been' the results of an order that 
all officers will ride motorcycles. Now don't misundersand me. 
I should hate to imply that our officers are not proficient in 
this art. Far from it, for we see dally the masterly gear 
changing of Capt. White, the "bash-on” attitude of R.S.M. 
Sharpe, and the “finesse” of Capt. Allen, to mention a few. 
Of course, Lt. Abplanalp has an occasional misunderstanding 
with his machine, which generally results in him parting com
pany with it, but we always brin'g him bach alive. Unfor
tunately, L/Cpl. Hanscombe is not amused, for he has to 
maintain the pool motor-cycles after several officers have used 
them each day—he mutters darkly about long suffering gear
boxes. Still, it’s a good scheme and we are managing to 
economise in petrol as a result.

Release of drivers is still our main difficulty, and we have 
had to start a five weeks’ M.T. Course to provide fresh drivers 
to HU the gaps. Cpl. Taylor, Cpl. Dickie (R.E.M.E.) and Pte. 
Pollard are the instructors and they are doing a really good 
job of making drivers out of men who have never touched the 
controls of a vehicle before in their lives. We intend to run 
these courses regularly for both load-carrying vehicles an'd 
motor-cycles.

We were extremely sorry to say goodbye to Pte. Alec Flack, 
our M.T. Clerk, whose telephonic diplomacy was unequalled in 
the Bn. It will be extremely difficult to replace him.’ The 
whole section wishes him the very best of luck in “Civvy 
Street.”

The most popular vehicles in the lines are our two new 
jeeps, popular because everyone wants to drive them and 
everyone wants to ride in them. However, we are using tnem 
as little as possible because there are no spares available for 
them on the ‘Rock.’

In closing, I should like Jo greet the M.T. Sections in our 
other Bns. and to tell them how comparatively lucky they 
are in their present locations. Driving in Gibraltar is a 
deadly business, practically all in heavy traffic along narrow 
roads. No horns may be used during certain hours, so warning 
of approach has to be given by banging on the cab door or 
yelling “Ole." It is interesting to note that although the 
‘Rock” is on’ly seven miles around the perimeter, our load- 
carriers each do an average of 850 miles per month.

More next time. L.B.E.
--------- ♦---------

No. 13 " 
HOLDING BATTALION

Very little of interest to other members of the Regt. has 
happened during September. Life is very quiet and steady 
with the usual incomings and outgoings, training,. sport and 
general duties.

It is with deep regret that we have, to announce the 
death of an' old member of the Regt.—C.S.M; W. Woodcock— 
who died in Woolwich Hospital on September 6th following an 
operation.

C.S.M. Woodcock was well-known in the Regt., especially 
to old members of the 2nd Bn. and Regimental Depot, where 
he served most of his 21 years in the Army.

The funeral, with full military honours, took place at 
Sutton Road Cemetery, Maidstone, on Tuesday, September 
10th, and was attended by many who knew him well, from his 
Unit and 13 I.T.C. Our deepest sympathy is extended to 
Mrs. Woodcock and family.

In spite of bad weather sport is still going strong. To 
wind up the Cricket season, a “County” Match was played 
between teams, picked from the Queen’s and East Surrey 
Regt. to represent “Surrey,” and The Buffs and Queen’s

Own to represent “Kent.” Surrey batted first and at the 
change over it appeared that Kent would have an easx win, 
but Surrey produced a demon left-handed bowler who fairly 
skittled Kent’s wickets and won the game.

The Inter-Coy. cricket competition is now finished with 
No. 3 Coy. occupying the place of honour, followed closely 
by H.Q. Coy.

Hockey and soccer are now getting into their stride with 
Coys, holding trial matches to find their star men. Plans 
have been made to start Inter-Coy. Leagues in both games. 
An Officers versus Sergeants hockey match was held which 
resulted in a win for the Sgts. by 3 goals to nil.

The 2nd series of the Unit small Bore Competition is now 
finished, having behn won, by No. 1 Coy., who never lost a 
match, followed by Bn. H.Q. Officers, who only lost one match.

The W.T.O. is now scratching his head and endeavouring 
to devise a better and brighter competition. C.R.H.

--------- f ---------

INFANTRY TRAINING  
CENTRE

On Friday, August 30th, Maj.-Gen. H. C. Stockwell, C.B., 
C.B.E., D.S.O., Comd. H.C.D., inspected training at Invicta Lines.

An important result of this visit is that one Barrack hut is 
being converted into a model soldier’s home, to conform to 
the standards set out recently in the press by the C.I.G.S.

Suggestions are being invited from all ranks, and when the 
pattern is finally decided, a plan for converting the complete 
barracks will be prepared.

The present alterations include a sitting room and bath
room, with all modern conveniences, plus, of course, one 
reading lamp for each bedside table.

The rumour that the Training Officer is to run a course 
for W.O's. and Sgts. in delivering early morning tea, etc., is 
without foundation.

A band competition for A.C.F. Units was held on the Drill 
Square, Invicta Lines, on Sunday, September 8th. 1st place 
was taken by the 4 C/Bn. Q.O.R.W.K. Regt.. Maidston'e. The 
prizes were presented by Col. A. A. E. Chitty, D.S.O.

On Sunday, September 15th, a Platoon of 13 I.T.C.,
Q.O.R.W.K. Regt. personnel took part in the Battle of Britain 
parade, organised by the R.A.F.

Visitors this morith have been Maj. B. E. Hazelton, D.S.O., 
M.C., who spent a week here before going on a course to the 
School of Infantry, Warminster.

Also Col. B. L. Clay, O.B.E., who was fitting himself out 
in readiness for his round the world tour as President of a 
W.O.S.B.

SPORT
BASKETBALL.—In the final of the E Command Champion

ship, 13 I.T.C. lost by 31—36 pts., to 16 I.T.C.
CRICKET.—The final results of the I.T.C. cricket XI are 

as follows : Played 14, Won 1, Lost 10, Drawn' 2, Abandoned 1.
Soccer, Rugger and Hockey teams have started practice 

and a full fixture list has been prepared for the 46/47 season.

EYES RIGHT notTceS
If you want your Evening Wear, 
Sports Wear, or in fafct anything 
Laundered expertly, send to the

Maidstone & District Laundry Go., Ltd,
Loose Road, Maidstone.

Telephone : M a id s ton e  3030
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THE QUEEN’S OWN IN THE NORTH EAST
BY MAJOR A. J. THATCHER

(Signal Officer 2nd Bn., April, 1941—Nov., 1943)
On' returning to the U.K. in April, 1945, I was given about 

six weeks’ leave, and then warned to report to No. 24 War 
Office Selection Board at Oxshott, Surrey. At this board my 
future employment In the service was discussed, and as Mr. 
Ernest Bevin says, having laid my cards on the table, face 
uppermost, I waS recommended for employment on' the staff 
of a Civil Resettlement Unit. Other interviews followed with 
Psychiatrists and Senior Officers connected with this scheme. 
I attended a course at the Training Wing at Hatfield, Herts., 
and then spent two days at the Psychiatric Wing at Northfield, 
near Birmingham.

During August, 1945, I was posted to No. 6 C.R.U., near 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, and on arriving at this Unit found that it 
was commanded by Lieut.-Colonel R. E. Travers, O.B.E., who 
was masquerading as a gunner, but whose heart was really with 
The Queen’s Own.The stall consisted mainly of officers and men of disbanded 
A.A. Units who had been reunited for this work.

Two days after my arrival we received our first intake 
of ex-P.O.W., who were to stay with us for a month, and so 
it was our job to resettle them in this short time.

And now you will ask “How do these Resettlement Units 
tackle this problem?”In outlining the policy of Civil Resettlement let me remind 
you that we have only been concerned with P.O.W., ex-Europe 
and Par East, but the staffs of Units have discussed the 
problem of the regular soldier in' peace time, who may have 
to serve a considerable time abroad, and who on return to 
the U.K. have very similar problems to the ex-P.O.W. I 
sincerely hope that one or two of the twenty Units in the 
country will remain open for the regular soldier after all
P.O.W. have been dealt with. An'd so, Regular Soldiers, do 
not despair, your problems are appreciated by the War Office, 
and I feel sure that everything will be done to resettle you 
into civil life once again.
(1) WHAT IS A CIVIL RESETTLEMENT UNIT.

A place to which any repatriated Army P.O.W. may 
come to sort out any difficulties he may have, due to 
his imprisonment.

(2) WHAT ARE P.O.W. DIFFICULTIES.
(a) Domestic—Coupons— .

Claims for bomb damage, etc. | There are officers
(b) Social. I at a C.R.U. to
(c) Employment. I advise on all
(d) Health. I these.
(e) Army Pay Problems. '

(3) HOW CAN HE RESOLVE THEM.
(a) By becoming familiar with his personal ties and

relinquishing his dependence on the Army.
(b) By acquiring sufficient self confidence in himself

to fulfil his domestic responsibilities, and to 
carry out civilian employment.

(4) FUNCTIONS OF C.R.U.
To provide : —
(a) A temporary place of security. A training Unit

for civil life.
(b) To encourage an'd develop individual responsibility.
(c) To arrange opportunities for trying out and re

storing a man’s skill (visltin'g industry, job re
hearsal, etc.). C.R.U. does NOT teach a trade 
or find a job, although indirectly men are often 
placed in suitable employment.

(d) To open the repatriates mind to the problems
confronting him.

(e) To assist the repatriate in assimilating the changes
that have taken place while he has been away.

(5) PRINCIPLES OF C.R.U.
(a) To treat every man as. an individual who has to

stand on his own feet.
(b) To allay anxieties as soon as possible.
(c) To progress the repatriate from Army to Civil life.
(d) To solve and adjust each man’s problems.
(e) To develop reponsibility to society in general, and

family in particular.
(f) To create self-discipline sufficient to face the

frustrations of Civil life.

The task is to fit the man for the future and therefore 
the C.R.U. is playing its part in improving the social life of 
the community. Intimate co-operation with responsible mem
bers of the community is vital, and with the ‘running down’ 
of the Army, the load must be increasingly transferred to the civilian community.

So much for the technical policy for Civil Resettlement. 
Rather than tell you what an excellent scheme this is, let a
B.B.C. script writer' who recently visited the Unit and broad
cast it on the programme Northern News Reel, tell you of our everyday life : —

“To settle smoothly into civilian life after several years 
in the army .isn’t easy for anyone. It’s most difficult of 
all for repatriated prisoners of war, who have been com
pletely cut off from normal life very often for three or 
four years. The army realises this probably better than 
anybody else, and it’s the army who is doing something 
about it. C.R.Us.—Civil Resettlement Units—have been 
started in various parts of the country especially for 
returned prisoners. There are two of them in the North. 
I’ve just been to one at Washington, near Newcastle.

Men are not directed to these Units—they volunteer. 
They can volunteer any time up to twelve months after 
the start of their release leave. The 'whole idea of the 
scheme is to give the men the opportunity of making 
up their own minds about what thej^ want to make of 
their civilian life, so that when they leave the Unit they 
really know where they are, they’ve bridged the gap across 
the years and they’ve caught up with things as they are today.

That's the scheme; and it’s extremely well carried out. 
At the camp I’ve been to they are mostly ex-Far East 
prisoners, mainly disabled men. Nearly all Geordies from 
Tyneside. They wore khaki; they were being looked after 
by army officers; but there the resemblance to the army 
ended. It was the oddest army camp I’ve come across. 
Because they’re learning to be individuals again, they don’t 
even have sick parades—the M.O. works on the lines of 
your own family doctor, and you see him in his consulting 
room by appointment. But, since n'obody’s really ill, the 
problem of jobs—the right job for the right men—is the 
main preoccupation of the Unit.

A vocational training officer helps; a Ministry of Labour 
Official is permanently on the camp, there’s an education 
adviser, and a civil liaison officer—a dauntless woman who 
does everything—the day I called she was fixing up a hotel 
for somebody’s honeymoon. There are workshops where 
you get your hand in again at your old trade, or try 
something new with the help of the Technical Officer and his staff.

There’s a good library—and I mean good— and a grand 
N.A.A.F.I., and your meals are served by the A.T.S. First 
night'you arrive there you find yourself at a dance, wives 
and families come to tea once a week, you go home for 
week-ends, and at night you change into civvies and go to town if you want to.

The staff are extremely carefully picked men with a very 
deep and sincere belief in the job they’re doing.

The local people are giving interesting co-operation too, 
and there’s a scheme known’ as "Job Rehearsal” which is a 
great success. Men are given the opportunity of going 
back to their former work for two or three days to see 
how they get on—whether they still like it, whether they 
find it a bore and would like to train for something else. 
Shop assistants can rehearse their old job at a local shop; 
farmers at local farms; workers at local yards an'd so on. 
Every week, too, there are several visits arranged to 
different types of works, factories and shipyards.

For some, the month spent at one of these C.R.Us. 
provides the opportunity of a lifetime, as in the case 
of a man with an exceptional talent for painting who’s 
never been able to have proper tuition, but who will 
certainly get it now that he’s been “discovered.” For 
many, it means that for the first time in their lives they’ll 
find the job they really enjoy and want to do. For ali, 
it means a return of confidence and happiness and the 
ability to fit into normal life again'.”
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During my stay here there have been several old members 

of The Queen’s Own in attendance, all of the men- of the 
1st Bn. who were with B.E.P., 1940. Many Tynesiders belonging 
to D.L.I. and R.N.P. remember R.S.M. (now Lieut, and Q.M. 
Bob Sivers), C.S.M. L. Watkins and others, and it is with 
pride that they speak of the organising abilities of these 
members of The Queen’s Own, and who despite the awful 
conditions they were living in, thought only of the welfare 
of the men whom they were responsible for, and praise from 
these men is praise indeed. They belong to the wrong area 
to give bouquets away.

Our work takes us into all the industries in this area, 
shipbuilding, collieries and other heavy industrial plants, and 
having served 21 years with The Queen's Own, and not know
ing too much about industry, this has been an education for 
me.

The Unit suffered a severe blow during Pebruary. Lieut.- 
Colonel Travers was admitted to hospital with an old com
plaint, and unfortunately for us has had to leave the Unit for 
a long period of convalescence. In his final address he thanked 
all members of the staff for their co-operation in this very 
difficult task of resettlement and pointed out, that the work 
they were doing would not be “chalked up on the wall any
where,”. only the men who had received benefit from the 
course would appreciate what had been done for'them. This 
remark reminded the writer of the words of Marcus Aurelius 
who once said, “A good man makes no noise about a good 
deed, but goes on as a vine to bear fruit again in’ due season.” 
Members of 2nd Bn. Signal Platoon, 1941-1943, will remember 
above words. This Unit owes a lot to Lieut.-Colonel Travers, 
and it seems a great pity that, having started the Unit on 
its journey, he will not be with us when we close down during 
September of this year.

We were informed about a month ago that the Unit would 
be disbanded, but that an experimental Unit at Sudbury, 
Derby, would receive an intake of 50 regular soldiers from
B.A.O.R. and Middle East. Their problems would be carefully 
dealt with, presumably a programme will be drawn up, and 
on the result of the experiment, I believe that four or five 
Units will be open in the country for the Post-War Army.

I have enjoyed the twelve months with this Unit of 
which I am now second-in-command, the work has been most 
interesting and instructional, and having assisted in training 
civilians to become soldiers in the Queen’s Own, it has been 
an experience, assisting to resettle men once again back into 
civil life.

My advice to ALL who have the opportunity is to take 
a course at a C.R.U., the nearest one for men of Kent and 
Kentish men Is at Tonbridge where Capt. (Hunter) Bernard. 
2nd Bn., 1940-1943, served on the staff.

And now a final word to the regular soldier. You will 
approach release day with many problems, wondering whether 
you will ever be able to settle down to an ordinary job, afraid 
that the civilian is far ahead of you, and that you will be a 
misfit in industry.' During my period here as a syndicate officer 
I have dealt with hundreds of ex-regulars, an'd being a regular 
myself I can appreciate most of their fears, and endeavour to 
reassure them that they are easily the equal of the civilian 
after suitable training. I receive regularly letters from men in 
this area, and from members of my own platoon who are 
grateful for the way they have been looked after, and I do 
feel that if a man has served any length of time in the Queen’s 
Own where discipline has always been fair and just, he need 
have no fears as to his capabilities In civil life.

On' disbandment, sports gear, 'etc., is being sold and the 
proceeds will be given to The Brunswick Boys Club, which 
originated in Dfiag 79, and amongst the organisers were : 
Capt. Flood, M.C., Capt. Newbold, M.C., Lieut. James, M.C., 
with Lieut.-Colonel Dunnill, D.S.O., who served with one bn. 
of the Queen’s Own’ during the North Africa landings, and 
from this you will see how Invicta remains on top, despite 
squalor, etc., of a P.O.W. camp.
New Washington, A. J. Thatcher, Major,
Co. Durham. 2 i/c No. 6 Civil Resettlement Unit.
July 30th, 1946.

---------> ---------

Subscription rates: —

6 Good 
Mornings9 
begin with 
Gillette

Great grand-dad, poor chap, 
let his face run to seed. 
He hadn’t the blades that 
shave us at high speed!

Officers 9/- per annum, post free;
Other Ranks 5/- per annum, post free; 
Single Copies 5d., post free.

v
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ALLIED WAR DISPATCHES
The British Government, (somewhat belatedly; but with, 

great diligence, is now issuing the despatches describing the 
various campaigns of the recent War. But the most important 
document of this nature yet published is not a British despatch 
but General Eisenhower’s account of the final campaign in 
Europe. With it may be linked Field Marshal Lord Wilson’s 
story of the Allied landing in Southern France in August, 
1944, known as “Operation Anvil.”

General Eisenhower’s despatch, which was published 
simultaneously in this country and in America at the end 
of June, is a broad comprehensive narrative of the Allied 
operations in Western Europe from the invasion of Normandy 
on “D” Day, Jun’e 6th, 1944, to the final collapse of Germany 
eleven months later.

The plan for “Operation Overlord,”’ as it was called, in
volved a landing in force on the Normandy Coast in the 
early summer of 1944, and was finally approved early in May, 
1944. 37 Allied Divisions (23 Infantry, 10 Armoured and 4
Air-borne) were assembled in Britain for the assault and 
first build-up, with a subsequent flow of three to five divisions 
a month as reinforcements. At the end of the War, General 
Eisenhower’s armies comprised 61 American, 13 British, 5 
Canadian, 10 French and 1 Polish divisions, a total of 90 
divisions and the equivalent of 15 French divisions. The 36 
battleships, 2 monitors, 22 cruisers, and 93 destroyers covered 
the landings, in which 5,000 ships and 4,000 smaller craft took 
part. Over 3,000 machines of the Tactical Air Forces took 
part in the preparatory air phase of the operations, while
8,000 bombers, the whole power of the Allied Strategic Air 
Forces, were from the beginning of 1944 concentrated on a 
long-term programme, designed to hamper the enemy’s mobility 
by crippling the French and Belgium Railway systems.

Far-reaching measures were taken to mislead the enemy 
as to the actual point of assault, and these were so successful 
that throughout June and the greater part of July the whole 
of the German 15th Army, the strongest in the West, stood 
immobilised in the Pas de Calais expecting that our main’ 
attack would come there. The badness of the weather just 
before and on “D” Day, and the dangers of the waters in 
the area selected for Our landing, helped uS in achieving 
surprise.

The Dieppe raid, in 1942, had convinced the German High 
Command that an Allied asault could be met and destroyed 
on the beaches themselves; their defences lacked depth, and 
the reserves required for counter-attack, should they establish 
themselves solidly ashore, were not provided. The speed of 
our build-up also surprised the enemy, who never really 
recovered from the effects of his failure to repulse our first 
landings.. But oh our side, six weeks of gruelling battle 
passed before we could collect a force strong enough to break 
out from the landing area, and our operations therefore fell 
somewhat behind schedule.

General Eisenhower, throughout his story of the Normandy 
fighting, is -careful to stress that "the struggle around Caen’, 
which seemed to cost so much blood for such small territorial 
gains, was an essential factor in’ our ultimate success, that Field 
Marshal Montgomery’s handling of this situation was masterly,” 
and that “without the great sacrifices made by the Anglo- 
Canadian armies in’ the brutal slogging battles for Caen and 
Calais, the spectacular advances made elsewhere by the Allied 
forces could never have come about.” This affords an effective 
reply to recent American criticisms on the British role on the 
first stage of the campaign.

-- By the end of August the Allied break-out had been 
accomplished, and the German 7tfi Army destroyed in the 
Falaise pocket and in the subsequent retreat across the Seine. 
General Eisenhower’s decision at the end of July to abandon 
his original plan of campaign, and instead of detaching the 
3rd TT.S. Army to capture the Brittany ports, to use the 
whole of his available forces to encircle and destroy the enemy 
in Normandy was thus fully justified by results. By mid- 
September the whole of France and Belgium had been 
l i b e r a t e d t h e  German casualties were already approaching 
a million, and 1,300 tanks, 2,000 guns and 20,000 vehicles, and 
nearly 4,000 aircraft had been captured or destroyed.

The Allied advance was checked on the German frontier, 
mainly by reason of growing administrative and supply difficul
ties, bad weather, and unfavourable ground. Local attacks 
were, however, continued throughout the Autumn and Winter, 
with the idea of pushing the front forward to the line o r  the 
Rhine and the Maas, and wearing down the enemy.

In this latter object the enemy himself assisted by 
expending his carefully accumulated reserves of men and 
material in the futile Ardennes counter-offensive, which, though 
it delayed the resumption of the Allied attack for six weeks, 
cost the enemy 120,000 casualties, and 600 tanks, 13,000 vehicles 
and 1,600 aircraft destroyed or damaged. It is admitted that 
at one period of the battle, the Allied situation’ looked so 
serious that General Eisenhower contemplated having to 
shorten the front in Alsace and evacuate Strasburg m  order 
to obtain reinforcement? for the Ardennes, and only abandoned 
the idea because of the urgent objections of the French 
Government.

The Allied purpose in the Spring of 1945 was to cut 
off and isolate the Ruhr area, indispensable to the enem y’s 
continuance of the war, by a double pincer movement to 
north and south. But before this could be undertaken, the 
main strength of the en’em y had to be brought to battle 
and destroyed west of the Rhine. By the end of February, 
1945, this had been fully achieved, and the battle for the 
Wesel-Cologne area ended fn the destruction of the main’ 
remaining strength of the German armies, which “was broken 
to pieces in fruitless attempts to hold our slashing blows 
among the floods of the Lower Rhineland, in’ the Eifel, and 
amid the hills and forests of the Saar Palatinate.” The Allied 
armies, now numbering 4,000,000 men, were in’ high spirit 
and morale, whereas the Germans were demoralised and thinly 
strung out on too wide a front for them to hold. “Under 
these conditions,” says General Eisenhower, “the success of 
our operations appeared certain, a conviction which I felt was 
undoubtedly shared by the German General Staff.” In fact, 
the Rhine barrier was breached with ease and at small cost, 
the enemy playing into our hands by refusing to admit his 
inevitable defeat and standing to fight a hopeless battle, witn 
weak- battered, and immobile forces.

The subsequent conquest of the Ruhr, in which 325,000 
prisoners were taken, and 21 hostile divisions destroyed, sealed 
the fate of the remnant of the German Army; resistance to 
the final Allied advance into the heart of Germany was 
sporadic and feeble, and quickly came to an end.

General Eisenhower notes three episodes in the campaign 
as decisive. In the battle for the Normandy beaches, we took 
the measure of the strength and weakness of our foe, and 
came to realise the greatness of their transport and supply 
difficulties, and the inadequacy of their.intelligence. In the 
Falaise area the enemy once more showed that fatal tendency 
to stand and fight when all the logic of war demanded a 
strategic withdrawal, and so lost the decisive battle for France. 
In the battles west of the Rhine, “the enemy again played 
into our hands by his insistence on fighting the battle where 
he stood, and the armies which had been intended to defend 
Germany, were shattered beyond recovery. The war was Won 
before the Rhine was crossed.”

“It was in his logistical inability to maintain his armies 
in the field that the enem y’s fatal weakness lay. In the 
last stages of the campaign, they could do little more than 
wait for the Allied avalanche to sweep over them.”

In this campaign, the Allied armies applied against the 
enemy on the Continent “a force thirty times as large as the 
Allied armies which defeated Napoleon at Waterloo,” assisted 
by 11,000 aircraft and the , striking and strangling power of 
two formidable fleets. Moreover, “no army was ever supported 
so generously or so well by the service forces in the field and 
at home, and the civilian workers of factory and farm. Never 
during- the entire campaign were we forced to fight a major 
battle without the weapons that were needed.

More important even than the weapons, however, was the 
indomitable fighting spirit of the men of the Allied Nations 
who wielded them. It was the spirit that had enabled them 
to withstand the shocks of Dunkirk and Pearl Harbour which 
brought us at the last to Lubeck, to Torgau, and to Berchtes- 
gaden.”

Field Marshal Lord W ilson’s Story of “Operation Anvil" 
is, of necessity, less interesting and vivid than General Eisen
how er’s. The operations themselves, in which the forces con
cerned were mainly American, are only described in outline, 
the narrative being principally concerned with the inception 
and development • of the planning. This was handicapped 
throughout by the priority of the operation on the Italian 
mainland, the limitation of forces available for the campaign, 
and above all the chronic shortage of landing craft. It had 
originally been hoped to make the landing in Southern France 
simultaneous with that in Normandy, but it eventually took
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place two months later In mid-August, 1944, after prolonged 
discussions with General Eisenhower’s stall and the Combined 
Chiefs of Staff, in the course of which the abandonment of 
the whole project was more than once mooted. When It 
actually took place, it met with only the feeblest opposition; 
for the German forces defending the south coast of France 
were weak and scattered, and the Allied air and naval 
preparations were overwhelmingly powerful and complete. The 
troops got ashore l’apldly and advanced fast; Toulon and 
Marseilles fell in a few days, and within three week? of the 
first landing a junction was effected with General Eisenhower’s 
3rd U.S. Army ill the Dijon area. The operational control of 
the U.S. 6th Army Group, which had carried through “.Operation 
Anvil,” was transferred to General Eisenhower a few days’ later, 
though Field Marshal Lord Wilson retained administrative and 
supply responsibility for an'other two months, and only severed

his connections with the operations in SouWrern France on 
November 20th. Despite the difficulties encountered throughout 
the whole course of the planning and preparations "the invasion 
was mounted and carried through by the Allied forces of 
the three services with great skill and outstanding success. 
Co-ordination of the services was exemplary. The success of 
the landings, combined with the determination for speed of 
manoeuvre of the forces ashore paralysed the enemy's power 
of resistance. The capture of the key ports of Toulon and 
Marseilles, the rapid and efficient work of the Navy and supply 
services in the development of the ports to perform their 
supply functions, the rapid advance of our forces northwards 
to effect junction with General Eisenhower’s forces within 
less than a month of the landings, amply fulfilled the mission 
of the Mediterranean Theatre to support the decisive battle 
of Northern France to the limit of its resources.”

♦

THE JUBILEE OF THE DISTINGUISHED SERVICE ORDER
By Captain R. Maurice Hill.

The Distinguished Service Order was created by Queen 
Victoria under a Royal Warrant dated 6th September, 1886, and 
so it celebrates its Diamond Jubilee this year. The creation of 
the Order was suggested by the Right Honourable W. H. Smith, 
M.P. (of bookstall fame), who, as First Lord of the Admiralty 
and Secretary of State for War, had been struck by the 
inadequacy of the existing means of rewarding Officers for dis
tinguished and meritorious service in war. Apart from the 
Victoria Cross, which stood in a class by Itself as an award for 
outstanding valour, the only means existing were, the grant of 
Brevet rank, which invariably led to anomalies and dissatis
faction or the award of one of the two then existing Orders 
for which Officers of the Fighting Forces were eligible—the 
Order of the Bath, and the Order of St. Michael and St. George. 
In actual practice these Orders were very rarely conferred on 
Officers below the rank of Colonel or its naval equivalent, and 
even then the awards were restricted in numbers. Therefore 
Mr. Smith advised Her Majesty as to the need for creating a 
new Order as a reward for outstanding services by naval and 
military officers in time of war. At one time, the Queen toyed 
with the idea of creating the new Order with a Civil Branch, 
which could be given to artists, writers and other civilians of 
distinction; but after due consideration this idea was dropped 
and the Order was founded on lines which except for minor 
modifications are much the same as those under which it is 
given today.

The badge of the Distinguished Service Order is a gold cross, 
enamelled white, edged with gold, and having on one side the 
Imperial Crown in gold on a red background, encircled by a 
laurel wreath enamelled green. The other side shows the Royal 
Cypher in gold on a red background, surrounded by a similar 
green enamelled laurel wreath. The cross is suspended from a 
bar of gold by a narrow red ribbon edged with blue, the ribbon 
being only an inch wide, which is noticably narrower than the 
general run of British medal rlbbonb. The wearers of this 
decoration, who are officially styled “Companions of the Dis
tinguished Service Order,” are Officers of the Land, Sea and Air 
Forces who have been mentioned in despatches and who have 
also been specially recommended for this award in recognition 
of gallant or distinguished services in time of war. The D.S.O. is 
also occasionally given to foreign officers of nations who have 
been allies of the British Empire in war.

The names of Officers who are awarded the D.S.O. are pub
lished in the “London Gazette,” the first list of appointments 
to the Order having been published in the issue of the “London 
Gazette” dated 26th November, 1886, when forty Officers were 
granted the D.S.O. in respect of services in the Sudan and 
Burma campaigns. From its inception up to the outbreak of 
war in September, 1939, the D.S.O. had been conferred upon 
approximately eleven thousand Officers. Up to the present no 
figures have yet been published showing the number of D.S.O’s 
awarded for services in the war of 1939-1945.

By a later Royal Warrant, dated 3rd August, 1916, it was 
ordained that a Bar, to be worn on the ribbon, should be 
granted to any Officer who, being already a Companion of the 
Distinguished Service Order, should perform “an approved act 
of gallantry,” for which he would have received the D.S.O., had 
he not already been in possession of that distinction. By virtue 
of this proviso no less than seven-hundred-and-nine Officers

were granted a Bar to the D.S.O. (equivalent to winning the
D.S.O. twice over); while seventy-on'e received a second Bar 
(equivalent to winning the D.S.O. three times over); and seven 
Officers accomplished the noteworthy feat of gaining three Bars 
(equivalent to winning the D.S.O. four times over). All these 
were for the 1914-1918 war; many more Bars have been awarded 
during the 1939-1945 war. The award of a Bar is shown by the 
wearing of a small silver rose on the ribbon, when medal ribbons 
only are worn, in service dress or battle-dress.

By a new Royal Warrant dated 5th February, 1931, the 
award of the D.S.O. was restricted for the future to those who 
had been mentioned in despatches and had rendered “dis
tinguished services under fire, or under conditions equivalent 
to actual conflct with the enemy.” In 1942 a further amend
ment was made to the Statutes governing the Order, by which 
Officers of the Merchant Navy were made eligible to receive the 
D.S.O. for acts of bravery in time of war.

The first Officer of The Royal West Kent Regiment to 
receive the Distinguished Service Order was Lieutenant-Colonel 
John Lann'oy Tweedie, who was one of the original batch whose 
awards appeared in the “London Gazette" dated 26th November. 
1886, the citation in his case reading i— “Lieutenant-Colonel 
John' Lannoy Tweedie : The Royal West Kent Regiment. For 
the action at Ginniss, in command of the 1st Bn., Royal West 
Kent Regiment.” John Lannoy Tweedie, whose father was a 
Justice of the Peace for the County of Kent, was gazetted to 
the 97th (The Earl of Ulster's) Regiment of Foot oh 3rd July, 
1860, being promoted Captain in 1869 and Major in 1879. When 
he joined the 97th the Regiment was in Bengal and had recently 
been employed in putting down the Indian Mutiny. 
The Regiment came home in 1867, but those were the days when 
the infantry soldier spent most of his service beyond the seas, 
and so, after only six years at home, Tweedie and the 97th 
crossed the Alantic to serve in Bermuda and Nova Scotia. Both 
these places have n'ow ceased to be garrisoned by British troops, 
the last garrison was withdrawn from Nova Scotia forty years 
ago, and a few weeks ago the many islands which are grouped 
under the title of “The Bermudas” said good-bye to their last 
British garrison. In 1880 the 97th moved to Gibraltar, but 
their stay on the Rock was cut short by orders to proceed to 
South Africa and join the Natal Field Force, the first Boer War 
having loomed on the horizon. After defeats in' one or two 
very minor engagements, at which the R.W. Kent were not pre
sent, Gladstone’s Government patched up a peace which was 
nothing more n’or less than would now be called "appeasement,” 
and which merely had the effect of postponing the day of 
reckoning. While in Natal the 97th, under the Army Re-organ
isation scheme, relinquished its number, its title and “Earl of 
Ulster’s," and its much-prized sky blue facings, and became, 2nd 
Bn. The Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment, adopting the 
dark blue facings of a Royal regiment. In 1882 the 2nd Bn. 
Royal West Kent Regiment returned to England.

With effect from December 29th, 1884, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Tweedie took command of the 1st Bn. The Queen’s Own Royal 
West Kent Regiment (the old 50th Foot), then serving in Egypt,

Under his command the battalion took part in the Sudan 
campaign againtet the Dervishes, whose fierce warriors of whom 
Rudyard Kipling wrote : —
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“So here’s to you, Fuzzy-Wuzzy, in your home in the 

Sudan.
You’re a big, black, bounding, beggar, but a first-class 

fighting man.”
A description which was well deserved, for there have been 

few enemies who have fought with more fanatical bravery than 
they.

The Battle of Ginniss was fought on 30th December, 1885. 
The British force moved off at five o'clock in the morning, the 
1st Bn. Royal West Kent and 2nd Bn. Durham Light Infantry 
forming a hollow square with guns, water-carrying camels, and 
ammunition supplies in the centre. A wav in the distance they 
could see the camp fires of the Dervish force. As day dawned 
Ihe British occupied a position along a ridge south of Ginniss. 
The enemy attacked and made strenuous efforts to drive them 
off it, without success. By ten o’clock the battle was over, the 
enemy had withdrawn, leaving behind them three guns, several 
standards, and many dead. The battle is notable because it 
was the last occasion on which the time-honoured “thin red 
line” appeared on the battle-field, some of the troops still 
wearing scarlet serges, although others wore the new khaki kit. 
Orders were given for some of the troops to wear red because 
it was felt it would have a “moral” effect on the enemy, who 
were accustomed to associate that colour with the British troops 
who had been victorious on previous occasions. Actually, red 
coats were worn by The West Yorkshires in Ashanti 1898, 
but that was a bloodless campaign without any fighting, there
fore it is true to say that Ginniss was the last battlefield on 
which the old scarlet, “that glorious and historic colour which 
fills at once the mind and the eye,” was worn. An Officer of 
The Royal Berkshires, writing home after the Battle said : “It 
looked very fine, the thin red line of two regiments in line 
(Royal Berks, and Royal West Kent), and then on’ our left the 
106th (Durham LX), under Colonel Coker, in khakee. with the 
20th Hussars well away on our left. .. A most thorough success 
in every way: all of us are glad to think wo have made such 
a good job of it.”

On the last day of 1885 the 1st Bn. Royal West Kent Regi
ment encamped at Abri, the spot where the Nile changes 
its course from north to east, and they received telegrams of 
congratulations on the victory of Ginniss from the Queen 
(whose name, as “The Queen’s Own.” they bore) and from the 
Commander-in-Chief, Lord Roberts, V.C.

On 29th December, 1889 Lt.-Col. Tweedie relinquished the 
command of the battalion on completion of his five years, and 
was later promoted to full Colonel, retiring from the Army in 
May 1899, after having served in all parts of the world for 
thirty-nin'e years. The whole of his regimental service was spent 
in the Royal West Kent Regiment.

In this, the Diamond Jubilee Year of the Distinguished 
Service Order, it is fitting that his name should be remembered 
by his successors in the Regiment in which he served for so 
many years, and of which he was the first Officer to receive the 
D.S.O.

During the Great War of 1914-18, sixty-six Distinguished 
Service Orders were won by Officers of The Queen’s Own Royal 
West Kent Regiment : four of them also won one Bar
(equivalent to winning of a "double" D.S.O.); two received 
two Bars (equivalent to winning the honour three times over); 
and Lt.-Col. W. R. A. Dawson accomplished the notable feat of 
winning the D.S.O. with three Bars.

CANDID COLUMN

I feel I must commence this column by expressing my 
regret—in other words, a candid moan. It appears certain that 
in a few weeks, the Regimental Depot at Maidstone—The 
Barracks—will cease to belong to the Queeri's Own. Admittedly, 
the barracks are very old, some parts of it are in a tumble-down 
condition, but for all that, I feel that to deprive a Regiment of 
its Depot is akin to striking off a Battle honour. The mere 
name—The Barracks, Maidstone—has in the past, become 
synonymous with that of the Queen's Own, and though the 
Invicta Lines may in turn, become the home of the West Kent 
recruit, I feel that something will be missing.

Of course, the Depot has almost traditionally been curs, 
and we read of Regimental Colours being deposited in the 
County Town as far back as 1880. In the present day, the word 
tradition is mentioned with almost bated breath by those who 
know what it stands for. The new and different Army, though 
excellent and acceptable, does not seem to link its doctrine with 
that of tradition, indeed, I would go so far as to say that 
tradition is entirely unpalatable to present day recruits.

He cannot be blamed for that however. Times change with 
startling rapidly, and with them. Armies alter beyond recog
nition. Regiments are fast losing that independence and 
character that came to mean so much, so that in about 20 years 
or less, we may expect to hear little or nothing of a Regiment’s 
history.

Already the Regimental March is practically devoid of 
meaning to the men who enlist today. One man in about 50 
realises that he should stand to "attention” on hearing the 
Regimental March played. It Is even more certain that he 
could not name it. At the same time, how can the O.C.T.U. 
officer from a few months service in the ranks, be expected to 
revere the Regimental Colour hanging in the Mess, and to be 
infinitely proud to bear it on parade?

Field-Marshall Montgomery is creating a new comfortable 
Armv with a revolutionary modernism, but with the blazing in 
of the atomic era will die the faintly glowing embers of a 
tradition that once formed the ramparts of the “Thin Red 
Line.”

S. H. S. Small.
---------4---------

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR EMPLOYMENT OF REGULAR 
SAILORS, SOLDIERS AND AIRMEN

The Sixty-First Annual Report for 1945 of this Association 
is compiled mainly with the object of conveying to those 
in process of demobilisation, or still serving, some idea of the 
conditions of employment In Britain at the present time.

Detailed - information is given on The Housing Problem, 
Wage Rates, Vocational Training, Government Employment, 
Emigration and The Disabled Persons Act, 1944, all of 
absorbing interest to the ex-serviceman in his search for 
employment at worth while rates of pay in the locality of his 
choice and where a house can be found.

“1Kent ”

Easily BEST for

Advertisements

The financial position of the Association is sound, though 
the expenditure for the year 1945 exceeded the income by 
£1,503.

A scheme is under consideration by which it is hoped that 
a third of the total normal annual expenditure will be divided 
between' the three services and it is also hoped that all 
Regular units will bear their fair share of the burden of 
ensuring an adequate support for this Association’s remark
able success in the rc-establishment of ex-servicemen in 
civilian life.

The following table of Registrations and Placings shows 
the results of their year’s work : Registrations—Sailors 6.648. 
Marines 845. Soldiers 16,444, Airmen 4,884, total 28,821: 
Placings—Sailors 4,143. Marines 495, Soldiers 10,371, Airmen 
2,869, total 17.878 of whom 533 Sailors, 97 Marines, 3,282 
Soldiers, 1,453 Airmen, total 5,389 were non-regulars.General Secretary.
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THE QUEEN'S OWN 
PAST & PRESENT ASSOCIATION

1st BATTALION BAND AT THE RE-UNION.
As will be seen in the photograph below, some old members 

of the 1st Battalion Band tried their hand at playing in the 
band again' during the Re-union, at Maidstone, on the 28th 
July.

The following ex-members of the Band, many of whom 
served as Boys under Bandmaster McKenna, were there : — 
S. Jobson who is now a W.O.I. in the R.A.F.. A. Surgison who 
is no\? a W.O.I. in the C.M.P.. H. Clarke who is now an Insurance 
Agent, L. Bullock. M.M., who is now working in a factory, Ex-
C.S.M.’ Worsley, D.C.M., who is now working in a factory. Major 
Kemp who is now 2nd i/c Inns of Court Regt., B.A.O.R., 
Thomson who is n'ow an Insurance Agent.

1914 VETERANS RETURN TO EAS'l'RY 
Old Comrades of the 1/5 Bn., the Queen’s Own Royal 

West Kent Regt., paid their first post-war visit to their 1914 
billet area at Eastry some weeks ago. The organisers. Major 
Stan Lewis and ex-C.S.M. “Gunboat” Smith, organised a mixed 
outing on Sunday, when members and their wives and friends 
again visited the Five Bells.Arriving at about 12.30 p.m. (writes a member of the 
party), everyone was soon on talking terms with the villagers, 
and many brave tales of the past were told, much to the 
delight of the ladies.Lunch over, the party journeyed to Ramsgate for a breath 
of sea air. and returned to take tea before boarding the coach 
for the homeward journey.The weather was almost all that could have been desired,

for although thunderclouds and belts of rain were in evidence 
at a distance, none came to spoil the outing.

It was pleasing to meet once again Mr. and Mrs. J. Lam- 
pier, from Dover, and also Mrs. Trigg, the widow of one of 
our late comrades.

MAIDSTONE BRANCH AND THE RE-UNION.
We wish to apologise to the members of the Maidstone 

Branch for failing to place on recored last month our appreci
ation for all the trouble they went to in arranging and running 
many of the side-shows, which were available during the after
noon of the Re-union. The fact that the takings practically 
covered the hire charges, etc., shows how well patronised they 
must have been.

The Treasurer has received the following letter from Major 
H. B. Duggan : —
Dear Mr. Farrington,

Very many thanks for your letter enclosing P.O. for 5/-, 
being the prize in the Treasure Hunt. This was indeed a 
surprise!

I thought all the side-shows at the Re-union were excellent 
and reflected the greatest credit on the organisers. With kind 
regards.

Yours sincerely,
H. B. Duggan.

MEETINGS. — We are still collecting together for our 
monthly meetings at the Sgt’s. Mess, The Barracks. Maidstone, 
at 7.45, every third Friday in the month. This month, October, 
will be on the 18th—all ex-members are heartily invited to 
attend.

The best to all members of the P. and P.
N.A.D.

Dear Old Comrade,

5, Elderslie Road,
Eltham, S.E.9. 

21st September, 1946.

It seems ages since the 28th and I am wishing that the 
next re-union were closer than July, 1947, for if anyone got 
enjoyment from the day I did. In fact I thought over the old 
times and with the old faces met with I felt that I should have 
liked to stay in the Depot again. We were all made so welcome 
and catered for admirably, in spite of rationing, that the organ
ising deserved high praise.

Like we two our Colonel General Sir Charles and all other 
comrades are showing Annd Domini, and yet we all look forward 
to the years to come, especially when we all meet and feel as 
If the spring of our'Ufe is only just starting.

Am sorry I missed Mattie, but perhaps in the near future I 
will manage to get as far as Orpington to see him.

When you are having another talk with the press you 
might mention Senekal, where we helped to relieve the 
Yeomanry, and you will remember we had only 8 casualties and 
the Guards 142, some lying out in the burning veldt.

How we all got round the campfire at night to cobk our 
8 ozs. of raw flour, or roast the mealies we got from the Helds 
when we were passing through. How the boys tried to swim in 
about a foot of water and mud. The marching backwards and 
forwards at Holspruit. Can you remember the big drummer" 
who tried to eat the holes in his 4 ozs. bf biscuits and ended 
up by having eaten’ round them and having no rations for the 
next day, as perhaps he would not want them. How Black 
Jack stuck the marches day after day and he was no chicken, 
but he was a sticker.

I am proud of the photo not because I am in it but because 
is is a living link with the past and we in it can' see ourselves 
as others see us.

Now I have got started I could keep on for hours but l 
think I will close this chapter while the going is good.

If possible I am going over to Deptford (The Brown Bear) 
on the 28th and as Paddy Doyle says in the August “Buster,” 
“come along and have on'e,” it warms up the cockles of your 
heart and is the joy of life to meet the boys (old).

Well, best wishes for the future, and looking forward to the 
next merry meeting, I conclude and am,

Your Old Comrade,
Geo. J. Carter.

DEPTFORD AND DISTRICT BRANCH 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.—The Annual General Meet

ing and Election of Officers of the Branch was held at the 
Brown' Bear. High Street. Deptford, on September 28th. There 
was a bumper attendance of members—new and old. We were
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also celebrating our first anniversary as a Branch and as the 
Hon. Secretary’s and Hon. Treasurer’s report showed we have 
had a most successful year. We are especially gratified at the 
response we have had from the younger blood of the last War— 
who are coming along at each meeting.

The Hon. Treasurer’s Accounts were audited by Lt. A. H. 
Medhurst and Mr. T. G. Perkins, who both expressed appreci
ation at the way the accounts had been kept and suggested 
that thanks be tendered to Mr. Tom Kinn'ersley, our Hon. 
Treasurer.

The following were elected as Officers of the Branch for the 
coming year:— Chairman. H. Bilby, M.M., M.S.M.; Vice-chair
man, W. (Dan) Steel, Esq.; Hon. Secretary, A. W. H. Rickard 
(Paddy Doyle); Hon. Treasurer, Mr. T. Kinnersley; Auditors, 
Lt. A. H. Medhurst, T. G. PerkinS; Sick Visitors, Mr. Steve Bal
lard and Mr. Joe Reed; Committee, Mr. G. Alldis, Mr. G. Stone, 
Mr. T. Wren, Mr. S. Ballard, Mr. Joe Reed and Mrs. Lucy Steel 
as representing the women’s section.

All the above elected Officers have pledged themselves to 
do their utmost to further the interests of the Brajtch and are 
going all out to still further increase our membership.

Meetings.—Notices of our meetings will appear in the Press 
from time to time.

Our monthly meetings are still held on the last Saturday 
in each month at the Brown Bear, High Street, Deptford, com
mencing at 7 p.m. We cordially invite any member—Past or 
Present— to pay us a visit. You’ll be sure of a very hearty 
welcome.

Sick Member.—Lying in No. 11 Ward, Kent and Sussex 
Hospital, Tunbridge Wells, is Mr. E. (Ted) Card. Ted is a very 
sick man. He served in the 2nd Bn. in India and Mespot. and 
was in the Siege of Kut. He was taken prisoner at the fall of 
Kut and remained in the hands of the Turks until the armistice 
was proclaimed in 1918. Will any ex-member of the Regt. 
living in the Tunbridge Wells area who has an hour to spare 
please visit Ted at the Hospital. I kn'ow he will be very 
grateful.

Best wishes to all Branches and all members of the 
Regiment—Past and Present.

Paddy Doyle.

LONDON BRANCH
We held our monthly meeting at The Chevrons Club, Rut

land Gate, Kensington, on Friday, September 27th, the Chair 
was taken by the Vice-chairman in the alienee of the Chair
man, Major Bredon, who was taking his wife away on 
Doctors orders. The Vice-chairman and all members present 
wish Mrs. Bredon a speedy recovery. The minutes of the last 
meeting were read, passed and signed by the Chairman. It 
was brought to the notice of some members that a few of them 
still owe their subscriptions. Now don’t forget lads, dive down 
and get your hands on a few odd coppers and send them on.

Our old friend Sid Fincham was in attendance, and I must 
say he looked a lot better than the last time we saw him. Keep it up Sid.

Our next meeing will be held at the above Club on Friday, 
November 29th, at 8 p.m. Dinner will be served to members at 
7 p.m. at 2/6 per head. It is suggested that some of the older 
members pay us a visit on that evening and fetch some new 
members with them if possible. All for now see you all on November 29th.

W. A. Cole.------- +-------
SUBSCR IPTIONS,

s. ct. s. d.D. Brown ............. 5 0 Lt.-Col. J. T. WykehamR. Caston ........... 5 0 Fiennes .............  9 0A. Jaques ........... 5 0 A. J. Hall ...........  5 0L. Rich .............. 5 0 P.R.I., 2 R.W.K. (Aug.)60 0D. Wells ............. 5 0 Capt. N. O. Durrant-J. Backhouse ........ 5 0 Hollamby ........  9 0P.R.I., 2 R.W.K. (July)60 0 E. E. Adams ......... 5 0Capt. E. G. F ligh t___ 9 0 F. J. Barrett ........  5 0W. R. Hurst ........... 5 0 Bromley Branch (July,Capt. W. Uden ...... 9 0 Aug. and Sept.) ..25 0Capt. R. S. McCleary R. T. Mattocks ......  5 01946-1947 ........ 18 0 C. S. Banks ...........  5 0G. F. Johnson ...... 5 0 J. Pollard .............. 5 0

1st BATTALION BAND
There seems to be little to report for this month. In 

retrospect, the past four weeks appear to have contained little 
more than routine.

It is true that one member has cashed in on his contract 
to the Army and has joined the ranks of the fortunate (?) 
bowler hatted, but then, that once n'ot-so-frequent interruption 
has almost assumed the status of routine. Anyway, we all 
wish Ron Stansfield the very best and are sorry to see him 
swallowed up in the evej; toughening battle for house, job, 
individualism and... cigarettes.

We further extend our best wishes to Titch Allwood, who 
has become shackled to a marriage certificate, and to Dicky Hore 
on his announcement of marriage to a Maidstone girl. The 
event takes place in two weeks’ time. The remainder have 
managed to keep out of trouble, with the exception of Dudley, 
who has harnessed his already precarious fate to that of a 
buckin’g—and, we presume—petrolless two stroke. He intends 
soon, to add to the Transport Minister’s worries, in an all-out 
attempt to set fire to the Maidstone—and district— highways, 
combined with an effort to straighten out various byways, so 
that, in the breaking of all known' bylaws, his name seems 
bound to become a byword.

A few weeks ago, the motorists of Maidstone were pre
sented with a spectacle which has, so far, been denied motorists 
of other more fortunate towns. It was the appearance of a 
vehicle, at first—and subsequent—sight, repellent to the 
uninitiated eye, and in every other respect, a visual monstrosity 
that could not be endured without the aid of smoked glasses. 
The unsuspecting citizens thought, after windows an'd doors 
had been soundly rattled in the frames, that this new noisy 
weapon was being used by the Council to scare would-be jay
walkers from taking the fatal step—something to do with the 
"Keep death of the Roads” campaign in fact. Another theory 
was that the towns sanitary .service had changed its mode of 
transport.

I’m sorry to keep you in agonised suspense as to the 
solution, but really, there is non'e. Tobias may buy a car if 
he so wishes, he may even re-pain> it and go careering about 
under the much-abused protection of an ”L’’ plate, but why 
couldn’t he warn somebody. Chaps may buy cars if they like. 
There is no reason why Tobias shouldn’t do so. It is n'ot too 
late. We’re with you to the last Tony old boy, and long life to 
the “Green Goddess.”

We have entered the field of sport with flying colours, and 
kicked off with a swing, winning our first of the season hockey 
match by beating Rochester and- Gillingham by 7 goals to 1. 
This week we play Maidstone. Six members of the Band hockey 
team have been selected to attend Command hockey trials.

I am now at the end of the paper, so cheerio until next 
time.

---------♦---------
6th BATTALION RE-UNION DINNER

7th Annual Re-Union Dinner takes place at the William 
Morris Hall, Bromley, on November 9th. at 7 p.m., preceded 
by a Business Meeting at 6.30 p.m. Ex-Members of the present 
6th Bn. are especially invited to attend.

Tickets 5/-, may be obtained from L. Pyrke, 123. High 
Street, Bromley.

All ex-members of the present 6th are asked to communi
cate with me whether attending or not.

TELEPHONE 2838 MAIDSTONE

BENN1TTS LTD.
Wholesale anb IRetall {Tobacconists 

6 and 63a, HIGH STREET
AND

14, MARKET STREET,
MAIDSTONE

All Orders promptly executed.



NOVEM BER, 1946

TH E QUEEN’S €W N  
GAZETTE

'

THE QUEEN’S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT

A llied  R eg im en ts o f  the D o m in i o n s :
The Carleton & York Regiment, Woodstock, N.B. Canada 
The Kent Regiment, Chatham, Ontario, Canada 
The Canterbury Regiment, Christchurch. New Zealand



QUEEN’S OWN GAZETTE
Regimental Journal of The Q ueens Own Royal West Kent Regiment

No. 854. NOVEMBER, 1946 Vol. LXIV. No. II

THE QUEEN’S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT. (50)
HOME COUNTIES AREA.

“Quo Fas et Gloria Ducunt."
BATTLE HONOURS BORNE ON THE REGIMENTAL COLOUR :

The Sphinx, superscribed “Egypt.”
“Vlmlera,” “Corunna,” “Almaraz,” “Vittorla,” “Pyrenees.” “Nive.” “Orthes,” “Peninsula,” “Punniar,” “Moodkee.” 
“Ferozeshah,” “Aliwal,” “Sobraon,” “Alma,” “Inkerman,” “Sevastopol,” “Lucknow,” “New Zealand,” “Egypt, 1882,”

“Nile, 1884-85,” “South Africa, 1900-02,” Afghanistan, 1919."

BATTLE HONOURS BORNE ON THE KING’S COLOUR :
“Mons,” “Ypres, 1914, T5, ’17, T8, ’ “Hill 60,” “Somme, 1916, T8,” “Vimy, 1917,” “Italy, 1917, T8,” “Gallipoli, 1915,”

“Gaza,” “Defence of Kut A1 Amaia,” “Sharqat.”
THE GREAT WAR BATTLE HONOURS—18 BATTALIONS :

“Mons,” “Le Cateau,” “Retreat from Mons,” “Marne, 1914,” “Ainsne, 1914,” “La Bassee, 1914,” “Messeines, 1914, T7,” 
“Ypres, 1914, T6 T7, 18,” “Hill 60,” “Gravenstavel.” “St. Julien," “Frezenberg,” “Loos,” “Somme, 1916, ‘18,”
“Albert, 1916, T8,” “Bazentin,” “Delville Wood,” “Pozieres,” “Guillemont,” “Flers-Courcelette,” “Morval,” “Thiepval,” 
“Le Transloy,” “Ancre Heights,” “Ancre, 1916, T8,” Arras,” 1917,' ’18,” “Vimy, 1917,” “Scarpe, 1917,” “Oppy,” 
“Pilckem,” “Langemarck, 1917,” “Menin Road,” “Polygon Wood,” “Broodseinde,” “Passchendaele,” “Cambrai, 1917, T8” 
“St. Quentin,” “Rosieres,” “Avre,” Villers Bretonneux,” “Lys,” “Hazebrouck,” “Kemmel,” “Amiens,” “Bapaume, 1918,” 
“Hindenburg Line," “Epehy,” “Canal du Nord,” “St. Quentin Canal,” “Courtrai,” “Selle,” “Sambre,”
“France and Flanders, 1914-18,” “Italy, 1917, T8,” “Suvla,” “Landing at Suvla,” “Scimitar Hill,” “Gallipoli, 1915,” 
“Rumani,” “Egypt, 1915-16," “Gaza,” “El Mughar,” “Jerusalem,” “Jericho,” “Tell ’Asur,” “Palestine, 1917, T8”

“Defence of Kut A1 Amara,” “Sharqat,” “Mesopotamia, 1915-18.”

TE6itorial
O n  b eh a lf o f  a ll m em bers o f  the R egim ent, b o th  past 

and present, w e  o ffe r o u r  best w ish es to  G en era l Sir 
C harle s Bonham -Carter, G.C.B., C.M .G., D.S.O., o n  his 
retirem en t f r om  the app o in tm en t o f  C o lo n e l o f  the R e g i
ment, w h ich  h e has h eld  s in ce 1st Sep tem ber, 1936. B oth  
S ir Ch arle s an d  L ady  B onham -Carter have a lw ays taken 
the greatest in terest in  a ll activ ities o f  the R egim en t, and 
they w ill b e  grea tly  m issed. A ll th e sam e w e  h op e  we 
shall still h ave the p lea su re o f  see in g them  o ften  in  the 
future.

W e o ffer o u r  con gra tu la tion s to  B rigad ier N. I. Whitty, 
D.S.O., o n  h is a ppo in tm en t to  be C o lo n e l o f  the R egim ent.

W e are p lea sed  to  r e co rd  v isits fr om  the fo l low in g  
o fficers du rin g the past m on th : —

Lt.-Col. D . E. B. T a lbot, D.S.O., M.C., w h o  is 
still a t the N ava l Staff C o lleg e , G reenw ich ;

M a jo r  J. A; Eason , w h o  is h om e o n  leave from  
the 1st Battalion;

Lt.-Col. P. H. M acklin, O.B.E., w h o  has flow n 
h om e fr om  E gyp t to  attend a sh ort G a s  C ourse.

W e have re ce iv ed  th e fo l low in g  address and presen t 
a p p o in tm en t :

Lt.-Col. D . W. Ja ck son  is C om m an d in g  the 1st 
Bn. T h e  D ev on sh ire  Regt., S.E.A.C.

W e are in fo rm ed  that “Th e F igh tin g  F o r c e s” m aga 
z in e are pub lish in g in their D e cem b e r  issue, an article 
on  the 100th ann iversary o f  the F irst S ikh War.

In th is war, the R eg im en t grea tly  d istin gu ish ed  itself 
and w ill be spec ia lly  m en tion ed  in  the article.

T h e  E d ito r  a ck n ow led g e s w ith  thanks re ce ip t o f  the 
fo l low in g  jo u rn a ls : —

R.A.S.C.
Sapper.
D eu s Vult (28th Inf. L eader T rg. Bn.).
Tank.
Snapper.
G lo b e  & Laurel.
M anch ester Regt.
R.A.O.C.

SU B S C R IP T IO N S
A  la rge n um ber o f  su b scr ip tion s fa ll du e in  January 

next. In  o rd er  to  assist th e Staff and redu ce  co r r e sp on 
dence, su b scr ib ers a re requ ested  to  forw ard  their su b 
scr ip tion s a s s o o n  a s possib le.

C h equ e s  and P osta l O rders sh ou ld  be  fo rw a rd ed  to
t h e :

Hon. Editor,
Queen’s O wn G azette,

T he Barracks, Maidstone.

S u b scr ip tion  ra t e s : —
O fficers 91- per annum, p o s t free; 
O ther R anks 51- p er annum , p o s t free; 
S in g le  c o p ie s  5d„  p o s t free,



226 THE QUEEN’S OWN GAZETTE.

COLONEL OF THE REGIMENT, 
BRIGADIER N. I. WHITTY, D.S.O.

This month we publish a photograph of our new Colonel 
of the Regiment.

Brigadier N. I. Whitty was born in Australia in 1885 and 
was educated at Clifton College. After passing through the
R.M.C., Sandhurst, he was commissioned to the Regiment and 
joined the 2nd Battalion in Hong Kong (24/1/1906), serving 
with them in Singapore, Calcutta, Darjeeling, Peshwar, Multan 
until he was posted to the 3rd Battalion' at Port Darland, 
Chatham, in January, 1915. He went to Prance in August, 
1915, and served with the 1st .and 8th Battalions until 
appointed to command 24th Battalion M.G. Corps in March, 
1918.

Brigadier Whitty was awarded the D.S.O. for fighting in 
the Somme in 1916 and was mentioned in despatches three 
times.

In November, 1918, he was given a special appointment 
at the M.G. Training Centre, Grantham, and the following 
year proceeded to India with the 11th Battalion, M.G. Corps, 
until they were disbanded in 1921, when he joined the 1st. 
Battalion in Calcutta.

He was appointed Adjutant of the Depot in 1922, rejoin
ing the 2nd Battalion in Ireland in 1924. The following year 
he took over command of the Depot, rejoining the 2nd Bat
talion in Guernsey in' 1928. In 1929 he was posted as second- 
in-command to the 1st Battalion in Bangalore and in 1932 
assumed command of the 2nd Battalion in Aldershot.

Brigadier Whitty was promoted Colonel in 1936 and 
became Officer i/c Infantry Records and Pay Office, Leith, in 
1937.

He assumed command of 133 Infantry Brigade in 1938 and 
took them to Prance in April, 1940, was evacuated from 
Dunkirk in June, 1940, an'd was again mentioned in despatches.

Retired in November, 1941.
--------- 4---------

GENERAL SIR CHARLES BONHAM-CARTER, 
G.C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O.

It is with deep regret that we say “Au Revoir” to General 
Sir Charles Bonham-Carter, who has been Colonel of the 
Regiment from 1/9/36 to 30/9/46.

At the time of his appointment he was Governor and
C.-in-C. Malta, and remained out there until he was invalided 
home in May, 1940. As everyone knows, this was to prove the 
most difficult period in the history of Malta. General Sir 
Charles Bonham-Carter spent his time trying to get the 
defences of the Island strengthened, and in persuading the 
Maltese to work together and be actively pro-British and in 
starting them back on the road to self-government. The 
resistance which the Island put up during the war is now 
common knowledge and we may rightly claim that this will to 
resist was due to the tact and energy of General Sir Charles 
Bonham-Carter.

He retired on the 1st October, 1940, since when he has 
been appointed Chairman of a number of organisations, 
among the more important being :— Nuffield Centre for Forces 
of the Crown, Other Ranks, Royal School for Daughters of 
Officers of the Army, Royal Soldiers Daughters’ School, etc.

During his fifty years of service he has always had the 
interests of the Regiment very much at heart.

The whole Regiment wishes him the best of luck and to 
Lady Bonham-Carter a speedy recovery from her recent 
accident.

--------- 4-----:----
COLONEL OF THE REGIMENT’S 

FAREWELL VISIT TO MAIDSTONE
General Sir Charles Bonham-Carter, G.C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O., 

paid a farewell visit to the Depot at Maidstone on Thursday, 
11th October, 1946. He had lunch with some of the Officers 
of the Regiment who are serving with the I.T.C. The follow
ing retired Officers were also present: —. Brigadier N. I. Whitty, 
Lt.-Col. Howe, Majors White and Lewis-Barned, Capts. Rogers 
and Stitt.

After tea a visit was paid to the Sergeants’ Mess, where 
Sir Charles met and talked to a number of W.O’s. and 
Sergeants. Later he dined in the Barracks Officers’ Mess with

some of the senior officers of the Regt. The following guests 
were also present: — Brigadier Whitty, Col. Wingfield-Stratford, 
Lt.-Col. Pardington and Lt.-Col. Veasey (Commanding 13th
I.T.C.), Major E. G. Young.

The Band of the 1st Battalion, under Band Master 
McKenna, played selections during dinner.

--------- 4---------

Promotions and Appointments
EXTRACTS FROM LONDON GAZETTE

COMMISSIONS
The undermentioned Cadets to be 2nd Lts. : —

14925980 Leslie Ivan Reeves (372267), 14th July, 1946.
14483431 Stanley George Sayers (372325), 14th July, 1946. 
14873529 Roy Leonard Wilkinson (370255) 24th August, 1946. 
14918043 George Charles Cecil Bird (370258), 24th August, 

1946.
14460790 Peter John Jump (370282), 24th August, 1946. 
14066626 David George Clapham (370672), 6th September, 1946. 
6355700 Richard Thomas Ponsonby Hall (370680) 6th Septem

ber, 1946.
14068958 Ronald Joseph Hurley (370736), 6th September, 1946. 
14071463 Peter John Owtram (370756), 6th September, 1946. 
14076730 John Desmond Belsey (370797), 6th September, 1946. 
14485063 Frank Herbert Tardif (370847), 14th September, 1946. 
14035348 Anthony Ronald Douthwaite Jones (370909), 14th 

September, 1946.
14035512 Gordon Wade (370875), 14th September 1946. 
14058330 Prank Williams (370876), 14th September, 1946. 
14482972 Alan Sidney Hitchings (372871), 21st July, 1946. 
14927729 Peter Gomme (372902), 21st July. 1946.

PROMOTIONS
Col. (Hon. Brig.) N. I. Whitty, D.S.O., to be Col., 1st October, 

1946, vice Gen. Sir Charles Bonham-Carter, G.C.B., C.M.G.,
D.S.O., resigned.

2nd Lt. (War Subs. Lt.) Carol Francis Willis (97009), from T.A. 
to be Lt., 28th September, 1946, with seniority 7th May, 
1946.

2nd Lt. (War Subs. Lt.) Guy Urmstone Weymouth, M.B.E. 
(138418), from Em erg. Comm, to be Lt., 19th October, 1946, 
with seniority, 2nd August, 1941.

War Subs. Lt. H. Cumella (285128), from P. Corps, to be War 
Subs. Lt., 2nd May, 1945, retaining his present seniority. 

Lt. R. K. White (200317), to be Capt., 24th October, 1946.
RELINQUISHMENTS

War Subs. Lt. R. P. Woolcote (237935), relinquishes his Com
mission, 11th May, 1946, and is granted the Hon. rank of Lt.

EXTRACTS FROM WAR OFFICE ORDERS
PROMOTIONS

The undermentioned Capt. (A/Maj.) to be T/Maj.: —
W. C. D. Crumplin (112828), 23rd July, 1946 (B.A.O.R.). 

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 41, dated 10th October, 1946). 
The undermentioned W.S. Lt. (A/Capt.) to be T/Capt. : —

B. Y. Watson (117969), 1st October, 1946.
(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 41, dated 10th October, 1946) 
The undermentioned 2nd Lts. to be W.S. Lts.):—

F. D. Farrow (368272) , 6th October, 1946.
A. P. Dennis (364752), 6th October, 1946.
B. A. Leeks (364821). 6th October, 1946.

(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 41, dated 10th October, 1946) 
The notification'regarding Lt. (A/Capt.) R. G. Bensted (70830), 
in W.O. Orders No. 29/1946, is cancelled.
(Extract from W.O. Orders No. 41, dated 10th October, 1946)

EXTRACTS FROM ARMY ORDERS
STAFF COLLEGE ENTRANCE EXAMINATION, 1948

The undermentioned officers are eligible to sit for. the 
qualifying examination and their names have been entered 
on the War Office Staff College List: —

T/Major M. G. M. Archer, M.C.
Captain P. H. Austin.
T/Major E. F. B; Davies.
Captain D. O. Faulkner.
T/Major M. B. Rickcord.
T/Major I. H. Roper, M.C.
T/Major H. B. H. Waring.

(Extract from A.O., dated September, 1946).
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LETTERS TO  THE EDITOR
79, Kingsmede

(off Lindale Gardens) 
Blackpool, S.S., Lancs. 

Dear Sir, 10th September, 1946.
I am afraid that I am not very good at expressing myself 

on paper, but I would like through the medium of “The Queen’s 
Own Gazette" to convey to the mother and relatives of Pte. 
Fred Bates my deepest sympathy on the tragic loss of their 
son, and I am certain that all ex-members of Support Coy., 
6th Bn., R.W.K. Regt., who, like myself, have returned to

The Pall Bearers.

A corner of a foreign field that is forever England.

“At the going down of the sun and in the morning 
we will remember him.”

civilian life, were deeply shocked to hear of his death, so 
I feel sure they would like me to add their condolences also. 
I am enclosing in this letter three photographs of the burial 
services for reproduction. Should any of the relatives, or any 
of the ex-members of the 6th, desire copies, if they will write 
to me at the above address I will be pleased to oblige.

Yours faithfully,
E. Loader.

(Late Mortar Pin,, 6th Bn. Q.O.R.W.K. Regt.).

No. 6343218 R.Q.M.S. Garrard, E. A.,
1st (N.Y.) Bn. The King’s African Rifles, 

Zomba, Nyasaland,
British Central Africa. 

Sir, October 2nd, 1946.
I must thank you very much for sending the Regimental 

magazine, which I have just received, and have spent a 
happy hour or two reading it. It is now over three years 
since I last read one, and I have gained some useful infor
mation about some of my pals I had lost touch with. 1 
would be very grateful, if there is some small space left in 
the magazine, you would enclose niy address, as I would like 
to hear from members who know me.

I am, Sir,
E. A. Garrard, R.Q.M.S.

---------4---------
ROYAL W EST KENTS IN GERMANY

ROUND UP OF 60 CRIMINALS NEAR BRUNSWICK
Although most of the work done by British troops in 

Germany these days consists of quiet routine jobs, life for the 
men of the 2nd Bn., The Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regt., 
stationed in Brunswick, in Central Germany, is seldom boring.

Almost every day, patrols are sent out to apprehend armed 
robbers in' lonely country villages, and often the Bn. has to 
carry out searches of various small towns and villages where 
minor war criminals are believed to be hiding.

In a recent raid, 60 criminals were arrested in a large and 
notorious Displaced Persons camp near Brunswick.

Seven were wanted for murder, and many others for crimes 
of violence.

On another recent occasion, when men' of the Bn. were 
searching a village for war criminals, the troops forming the 
cordon were dismayed to see a train steaming steadily out 
of the tiny wayside station.

One soldier, however, was sufficient to persuade the engine- 
driver that he ought to stop.

The train was then backed into the station, to ensure that 
no German attempted to evade arrest by boarding the train.

GUARDING THE SUPPLY TRAINS
Yet another job of the Bn. is guarding of all supply 

trains leaving Brunswick for Berlin.
To prevent pilfering and hitch-hiking by Germans and 

displaced persons, a guard of anything from five to 20 men, 
depending on the value of the freight and the size of the train, 
is supplied by the West Kents, which has been providing train 
guards since early September.

Recently a train left Brunswick with a guard of 12 men.
Everything appeared to go quite normally until the train 

was half-way through the Russian zone on the line to Berlin, 
when the train was halted by signals.

The guards got out to check that all wagons were intact, 
and withm a few moments Pte. Lashmar, of Solomons Terrace, 
Chatham, reported that an' axle grease-box was smoking badly.

On close inspection it was found that saboteurs had filled 
the grease-box with sand.

Had this not been discovered so quickly it would eventu
ally have caused the train to be derailed.Sport, too, as in any regiment, plays a big part in the 
daily lives of the men of the Royal West Kent Regiment.

The 2nd Bn. has just completed a successful cricket season, 
winning the final of the Inter-Brigade Group Competition, 
which involved seven other major units.

--------- f ---------
COMPARATIVE

“You happy in the Army?”
“Yes. Sir.”
“What were you in civilian life?”
“More happy. Sir.”
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R.W*K. MEMORIAL FUND
THIRD LIST OP DONATIONS

£ s. d.
Balance brought forward ..................... 1125 12 4
Major-Gen. W. P. Oliver, O.B.E..................  5 5 O
Lt.-Col. and Mrs. D. E. B. Talbot, D.S.O., M.C. 2 0 0
Lt.-Col. and Mrs. A. Howe ......................  2 2 0
Brigadier H. S. Brown, M.C....................... 10 10 0
Past Members of “B” Coy.. 5th Bn., R.W.K. Regt. 5 5 0
Lt.-Col. C. A. De B. Brounlie, M.C.............  2 2 0
Lieut. L. Waterhouse ........    1 1 0
Major J. S. N. Snelgrove .....................  7 7 0
Major A. S. Bredon ............................  10 10 0
J. G. Luxford, Esq................................ 10 6
Major and Mrs. P. J. Lander ..................  2 2 0
S. Spencer, Esq.................................... 1 0 0
Sgt. and Mrs. E. E. Adams ..................... 10 0
Brigadier O. Y. Hibbert, D.S.O., M.C........... 5 0 0
Mrs. S. Whltty .................................... 3 3 0
G. A. King, Esq..................................  10 0
R. G. Nlcholls, Esq................   5 0
Mrs. Guy Keenlyslde ..........   5 0 0
Mrs. D. M. Archer ............................... 5 0 0
Captain A, C. Blake .............   3 3 0
A. S. Ongley, Esq ..........  , ................. 10 6
Major A. H. Taylor, M.C.....................   2 2 0
Captain R. T. H ird ............................... 10 6
Major C. Tuff, D.L ............................  5 5 0

Total Carried Forward .............. £1206 5 10

------ *-------

OBITUARY
It is with deep regret that we have to announce the 

death of another old comrade, Mr. E. (Ted) Card, late of the 
2nd Bn. His passing leaves yet another gap in that fast 
dwindling band of heroes—the survivors of the Siege of Kut.

Ted served for some years with the 2nd Bn. in India 
before 1914. He will be remembered as the cook of the old 
“D” (Capt. Belgrave’s) Coy. Always pleasant and smiling 
whatever the circumstances, he made a good impression and 
was a splendid example to all with whom he came in contact. 
Although the writer was hot in Kut with him, he has been 
told that he was the same throughout the Siege—and he 
remained the same throughout his long and very painful 
illness. He leaves a widow and two sons and to them we 
extend our deepest sympathy in their sad loss. We shall still 
remember you at our gatherings, old pal.

The funeral took place on Saturday, November 2nd. 
Representing the Regiment were Mrs. Pox, wife of Mr. P. 
(Ginger) Fox of the Deptford Branch, and ex-Bandsman 
Ballard, late 2nd Bn. and now of Wadhurst.—R.I.P.

Paddy Doyle.

“ TJCent M lessen ger ”
Easily BEST for

Advertisements

Honours and Awards
EXTRACTS FROM LONDON GAZETTE

The King has been pleased to grant unrestricted per
mission for the wearing of the following decoration, which 
has been conferred on the undermentioned in recognition 
of distinguished services in the cause of the Allies : —

Decorations conferred by the President of the United 
States of America.

BRONZE STAR MEDAL 
Lt.-Col. (Temp.) Paul Edwin Crook (68434).

---------♦---------

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & DEATHS

BIRTH
GROOM.—On the 1st November. 1946, at the Howard Nursing 

Home, Maidstone, Kent, to the wife of Lt. H. T. Groom, 
a daughter, Yvonne Odette.

MARRIAGES
PRANK—POOLE.—pn 28th September, 1946, at All Saints 

Church, New Eltham, S.E.9, Pte. O. Prank to Pamela, 
Diana Poole.

NICHOLLS—SMITH.—On 5th October, 1946, at Maidstone, 
Kent, Sgt. E. E. Nicholls to Miss J. E. Smith.

PRICKEY—LOFT—On 12th October, 1946, at Chatham, Kent, 
Pte. R. Prickey to Sarah Margaret Loft.

BRETT—MURDOCK.—On 18th October, 1946, at Retford, 
Notts., L/Cpl. J. Brett to Martha Boyde Murdock.

DEATH
ELGOOD.—On October 3rd, 1946, at Coombe House, Woodlands, 

Strood, Major Garrard Elgood, D.S.O., late The Queen’s 
Own Royal West Kent Regiment, beloved father of Eileen 
Jefferson and Barbara Elgood.

IN MEMORIAM
DYAS.—In proud and loving memory of Murray, Major G. M. 

Dyas, M.C., The Queen’s Own R.W.K. Regt., killed in 
Italy two years ago today; a most dearly loved husband, 
only son and brother. Buried in Assisi Military Cemetery, 
Italy.

“Among the chosen few,
Among the very brave, the very true.”

---------♦--- -----

SUBSCR IPTIONS
s. d. s. a.

B. G. Macey ......... 5 0 B. Koster ............. 5 0
Lt.-Col. C. A. Collard A. W. Kimberley (2

(Banker’s Order) .. 9 0 years) ............. 10 0
Air Commodore Mac W. J. Smith ......... 5 0

Neece Foster, C.B., Maj. P. J. R. Harris 100 0
C.B.E., D.S.O., D.F.C. P. E. Hare ........... 5 0
(Banker’s Order) .. 9 0 Maj. J. A. Eason .... 9 0

Maj. E. G. Elliott Maidstone Branch
(Banker’s Order) .. 9 0 (Sept, and Oct.) .. 6 0

5 0 0
P.M.C. 13 I.T.C. (Apr. P.R.I. 5/R.W.K. (July

to Sept.) ........... 8 0 to Sept.) ........... 50 0
2/R.W.K. (Sept) ___ 60 0 Maj. H. Towers-Minors
Lt. L. Waterhouse . •10 0 (back copies) ...... 6 3
Maj. H. Towers-Minors 9 0 Chatham Branch .... 4 0
E. A. Garrard (2 years) 10 0 P.R.I. 2/R.W.K. (Oct.) 60 0
E. E. Mannering ...... 5 0 G. B. H. Permor .... 5 0
Chatham Branch (Aug. L. H. Lawrence ...... 5 0

and Sept.) ......... 16 0 P.R.I. 1/R.W.K. (Jan.
A. Byford ............. 5 0 to Sept.) ......... :125 0
L. Elliott ............. 5 0 Capt. P. Lambkin .... 9 0
L. Gidman (Sept, to E. C. Poster ........... 5 0
J. Udeh 5 0 1st Cadet Bn. R.W.K.
A. Winchester ......... 5 0 (Jan. to Sept.) .... 21 0
C. J. Dorman ........ 5 0 J. Moss ................ 5 0
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I St BATTALION
Since our last Issue the Battalion' has been mainly 

employed in doing garrison guard duties up In Cairo. On 
October 1st, Major D. S, Scull took over command oi the 
detachment In Cairo, which took three-quarters of the men 
from, the Battalion, the headquarters o f which, remain in Suez.

Owing to the shortage of key personnel due to release, 
Python and Lilop, everybody has been working at full pressure 
in order to maintain the Battalion’s high standard of turn
out and efficiency. Sport has, of course, played a prominent 
part and football enthusiasts have been greasing their boots. 
The Battalion has entered two teams In the local football 
league and we wish them the best of luck.

Cricket has now finished and we hope to see more of Major 
P. J. R. Harris, as he represented the Battalion in the 
Divisional Cricket XI. nearly every week-end up In Cairo and 
even at far afield as Bagdad! Did I hear somebody say “May 
I carry your bags back to Bagdad, sir?”).

^Before ending, we would just like to say that General Sir 
Miles Dempsey has complimented the efficiency of the Bat
talion’s guard on his residence on more than one occasion. 
To these men we say “well done, and keep It up.”

.R.Q.M.S. Grubb has proceeded on Lilop and Sewlrom, so 
we shall ndt see him for a few months. We hope he finds 
plenty of "grub” in the U.K! R.S.M. Hayley is still “champing 
at the bit” and hopes to go home on Lilop shortly—(We hear 
nothing but long service in bad climates!).

H.Q. Company
Since our last letter much has happened. Headquarter 

Coy. now holds the; fort at Suez whilst the other Coys, of the 
Bn. are in Cairo. However, we are well settled to camp life by 
now and have got accustomed to'the sand, the flies and the 
wind blowing almost continuously, bringing with it the smell 
of the desert from one direction and. the smell of oil from the 
refineries from the other.

Owing to the fact that Major D. S. Scull is in command 
of the Cairo detachment, the Coy. Is now ably commanded by 
Major P. J. R. Harris, and, under his command the Coy. is 
working at full pressure. We have three Cadres going, N.C.O’s., 
Signals and M.T. This added’ to our normal duties, makes 
life in H.Q. Coy. at the moment rather a busy one.

On the sporting side of Coy. life, football has been the 
sport of the month. We have played “A” and “S” Coys, and 
also “B” Coy. of the 2nd Middlesex Regt., who are at the 
present attached to the Bn. One particularly good game was 
one that" we lost 3-4 to “A” Coy. Our stalwarts of the last 
season—Sgt. “Bumpy” Tester, Erhlick and “Chopper” Sewell— 
are no longer with us, but we still have a very useful side 
captained by L/Cpl. Peters! and it is one with which we con
fidently look to the future.

Welfare in the camp is going well. We have now in the 
camp quite a good library and also a quiet .room and a games 
room attached to the N.A.A.P.I. Once a week, whilst we sit 
an’d consume the nightly “tea and wads.” we have a visiting 
German F.O.W, Orchestra to play to us.

■ Release and Python are taking their quota o f the old 
sweats of the Bn. and we are sorry to lose some more of the 
old familiar faces; amongst these were Sgts. Willis, Mathis, 
“Paddy” Whelan, Cpls. Linkin and Bushell, Ptes. Morgan, 
Lindon and Parry.

In spite of our many losses, however, the Coy. strength 
is on the Increase. This in due to additions from the new 
drafts that have joined the Bn’. We welcome these new comers 
and trust they will settle down and keep the Coy. to the fore
front in Bn. affairs,

"Old Soldier."

Signal Platoon
Hello all stations.
The platoon has been going through a very difficult period 

during the last two months. Since the last issue of “The 
Queen’s Own Gazette” we have lost Sgt. Tester, Cpls. Linkin 
and Bushell. A great loss. They are now enjoying the first 
spell of civilian life they have had for some time. Good luck! 
Cpl. Hill who has been promoted to Sgt. (congratulations) 
and has taken over the platoon. He, however, is leaving us 
very soon with Group 44, and has already threatened to come 
on parade in civilian clothes.

Nevertheless, we welcome all the new comers from the 
Signal Cadre, and hope that their stay will be a happy one. 
“Pronto” and L/Cpl. Parrett are leaving us for a while to 
attend an R.S.I. course. Somebody in the Exchange was over
heard to say, “He will return with wireless waves emitting from 
his p ips! ”

The recent Brigade Admin. Inspection has proved more 
helpful than we had anticipated. As a result we now have 
a floor and extra equipment.

Our stay in Egypt is still uncertain, but we all dream of 
a station where there is no sand to play havoc with our 
’phones and sets.

... All stations out.

M;T. Section
It is pleasant to be able to report that we now have a 

unified type of transport and some vehicles which actually 
run. The vehicles that we have here are a far cry from 
those we left at Salonika, which could only just make the 
trip to town and back.

We are happy to welcome Lt. Roberts (P.U.) as our M.T.O. 
and hope that his stay will be a pleasant one. It is rumoured 
that he is going into partnership with Sgt. Bradley in a taxi 
service at Euston, but we don’t know how true it is, as he has 
also had an offer to work with the “wall of death show” at 
Hampstead Heath.

“Kutch” Nunn has left us now and is getting his finger 
in every pie, while Sgt. Sadie Sadler is running things as best 
he can with the assistance of Cpl. Dai Olsen and Pte. Thorpe. 
Sgt. Walters is leaving the fitters’ shop and we welcome our 
new R.E.M.E. N.C.O’s. Cfn. Mitchell has. left us to be promoted 
at Workshops and we hope some day he will be rejoining us.

We have had a large number of new members recently 
posted to the Platoon and we should like to welcome them in 
and at the same time wish good luck to all the old ’uns who 
are due to leave us in a week or so.

D.E.B.
Battalion Orderly Room

As per usual, B.O.R. shakes the 1st Bn. by submitting an 
entry to the “Buster"—the general assumption among the 
“ignorami” being that we are too busy doing nothing 
(although we know of course that pressure of work has played 
no small part in the prolonged absence of this Dept, from 
Q.O.G. parade).

B.O.R. now consists of Sgt. (Black-Black) Jones, Cpl. 
(GingernUt) Starke, L/Cpl. (Wog) Norris, L/Cpl. (Alakiflc) 
Bottle, Pte. John Rigby (a proud remnant of the 6th) and Pte. 
(Group 69 Happy) Brazier. We are proud to lay claim to be 
the Group Happiest, Python Happiest, L.I.A.P. Happiest and 
even “sun happiest” (perish the thought) Group in the 1st.

Since our recent move from Greece we have established 
ourselves under canvas on the “burning sands of Suez.” The 
spaciousness of the 3 E.F.I.P.’s., which is our total office and 
staff accommodation (B.O.R., 2nd R.W.K., please note), 
although leaving something to be desired has, with the aid of 
pin-ups (exported from Greece) materialised into something 
more like a second home-from-home.

Perhaps the biggest blot in Egypt’s blue skies is the mall
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situation. Judging by the recent influx of U.K. epistles the
O.C.. 1st R.W.K., M.E.L.F. is the only popular chap in the Bn. 
these days.

In spite of all adversities and our recent sad bereavement 
in the passing of Pte. Chris Roe (Ex-Amendment King and
B.O.R. Wit) on Python 41, we still manage to keep our heads 
above water,—when we can find any. We would like to point 
out that we do NOT regard “Sweetwater Canal” as “water.”
U.K. press reports (a month old) lead us to believe that 
Blighty has experienced more than its due share of aqua 
this stimmer. Also that the dampness was not caused by an 
excess of “the noble beverage!”

Having made our debut, we would like to emphasize that, 
although we have every intention of repeating the performance, 
we make no rash promises. However, always being willing to 
promote the competitive spirit, we challenge any R.W.K. B.O.R. 
to a verbal duel through the columns of the "Buster,” any 
time and any topic—how about it, cads?

Bung ho, for this month anyway. Yours dustily.
“Alakific.”

“A” Company
During the month of September, “A” Coy., having settled 

down at their new location near Suez, got down to it with 
some training in as many subjects as the heat would allow. 
In spite of the “bods” being taken from us for R.s.M's. fatigues, 
we spent some useful days on the ranges and the parade 
grounds. The latter was possibly not enjoyed by all, but the 
benefit was felt now that we are doing spit and polish guards 
in Cairo.

As usual, we have lost several of the old faces during 
the month; notably C.S.M. Copper, who had been counting the 
days for some time. His place was taken by C.S.M. Selmes, 
who already was famous (or infamous) throughout the Bn. 
as Provost Sgt. Sgt. Leach left the Coy. to take up the reins 
where Sgt.-Major Selmes left off.

Halfway through the month, white bianco nearly became 
unobtainable, no doubt due to the Brigadier’s inspection 
which was due shortly. On the day itself however, everything 
was spotless, and most things were gleaming white.

Many new faces arrived in the Bh. from time to time and 
“A” Coy. received its full share. They soon got into the running 
of things and will obviously be a credit to us. We also 
welcomed to the Coy. three new officers—Lt. Harris (did some
body say “Bomber”), Lt. Brenner and 2/Lt. Howe. Lt. Brenner 
was lucky enough to go on L.I.A.P. almost as soon as he 
arrived, but the others have already become part of the Coy.

Under the able direction of Lt. Hogben, sports teams got 
well into their stride and have gained some notable victories.

Well, that’s the news for this month, so we’ll say cheerio 
for the present.

Support Company
The beginning of September finds “S” Coy. settling down 

with the rest of the Bn. at Suez. It was a great blow to the 
Coy. to have the efficient and popular Major Court taken away 
from the Coy. for the task of Adjutant when Capt. Burke 
went away on a well-deserved leave. Nevertheless, his suc
cessor, Capt. Donague, soon showed us that an equally efficient 
Coy. Commander had taken over “S” Coy. This was borne 
out by the turn-out of the Coy. for the Brigadier’s inspection 
on the 24th September. The kit lay-out was nothing short of extra.

There has been quite a lot of new blood in the Coy. lately. 
We have had two new drafts this month, some of whom are 
green and are being instructed to get their’knees brown by the 
older members of the Coy. This makes no difference to the 
quality of these reinforcements, which promise to be of the usual “S” Coy standard.

42 Group left us in September and at the last minute, 
even the most group-happy types had a slight feeling of 
remorse leaving the Bn. and their comrades. Promoting due 
to release has been stepped up and we have been able to make 
up several deserving N.C.O’s. Cpls. Biggs, Gear and Pickard 
are now enjoying the luxuries of the Sgts’. Mess.

Sports went well in the Coy., but we were much too busy 
to be able to settle down to any big matches.

Mr. Rennison and Mr. Breakeli have joined the Coy., both 
from India. Chota Peg is now an accepted order in the Mess. 
Mr. Rennison is acting 2 i/c and Mr. Breakeli 2 i/c A/Tank 
Platoon, under the wing of Mr. Dennis. Mr. Charles is still 
efficiently looking after the Carrier Platoon in spite of the fact 
that he has no carriers! He is ably assisted by Mr. Davey, 
who has also joined us recently from England.

All members of the Coy. have been looking forward to 
the move to Cairo at the beginning of October for the Bn’s.

tour of Guard Duties, and are of the opinion that Cairo is a 
place of popular entertainment. As a stop press, I can say 
that they were not disappointed as guards have already been 
congratulated by General Dempsey and many other important 
dignitaries. A.P.D.

---------♦---------

and BATTALION

This is the photograph of the silver satuette we promised 
our readers in the last number in the Q.O.G.

The satuette brings up to date a magnificent collection 
of similar soldiers of earlier wars which are amongst the 
silver of the 2nd Battalion. This is the only one of the 
collection which the Battaion has in Germany. OH Dinner 
nights it is placed in front of the president, and at other 

times at the head of the table.
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We are now well in the autumn season, which means that 
winter sporting activities are taking place at full speed in 
order to try and ftn'ish them by the time the snow arrives In 
mid-December. The German winter is more severe than the 
British, and for two months regular out-door games are very 
difficult to fit in.

On September 26th. the Bn. had the honour of a visit 
from the G.O.C. Rhine Army, Lieutenant-Gen'eral Sir Richard
L. McCreery, K.C.B., K.B.E.. D.S.O., M.C. General McCreery 
came to inspect the welfare facilities of the Unit and expressed 
great satisfaction with what he saw. A ceremonial guard 
consisting of men who all hail from Kent was mounted for 
the occasion.

No other outstanding events have taken place during the 
last month, except for the Bde. Group Rifle Meeting, an 
account of which appears elsewhere. Pictures of the Bn. 
Rifle Meeting of last month are also included in this number.

We extend a welcome to Maj. Jenkins, of the Hampshire 
Regt., Capt. Spencer, of the East Surrey Regt., and Capt. 
Wheler, of the Royal Sussex Regt.; also to Mrs. Rich, Mrs. 
Archer. Mrs. Willis, Mrs. Whitlock, Mrs. Dunton, Mrs. Battel 
and Mrs. Vanllnt, who have joined the ranks of' the married 
families. We hope their stay will be a happy one.Brunswick is no longer an inspiring town. Those of us 
who live here have become accustomed to the rubble, ruins 
and burned off roofs, but for the visitor they present a 
forbidding appearance. Very crowded and dirty trams go 
rocking along between the battered hulks of houses, periodi
cally stopping to allow their disillusioned and weary people 
to go about their every day business. The centre of the 
city it quite devastated. The Bn. is more happily situated 
on the outskirts of the town, in two large barracks about 
half a mile apart. Bn. H.Q. and H.Q. Coy. are housed in 
a very impressive looking building which was once Hitler 
Jugend Academy.

Brunswick is a grim town, but it is only an hour’s drive 
along a bumpy road to the foot of the Harz Mountains, which 
are amongst the most beautiful districts in Europe. Prom 
the south of the town can be seen, on any clear day, the 
summits of the Harz Mountains, dominated by the Brocken, 
the highest point in the range. A legend has grown up 
about the Brocken. Possibly the giant granite rocks, the 
cloudy, foggy, and thundery weather may have been the origin 
for the mysterious stories about it in these parts. In Goethe’s 
Faust 1 it is told that on the Walpurgisnacht (April 29th) 
the witches ride on broom-sticks through the air to the 
top of the Brocken to hold festivals with evil spirits and the 
creatures of the woods and swamps. The simple people living 
around the Harz tell the story that unfaithful wives were 
found guilty at this meeting and condemned to riding on 
broomsticks. It is said that they carry out their sentences 
on wild nights when storms whistle round the top of the 
Brocken. Strangely enough, it was on April 29th, 1945, that 
the Brocken became a battle-field and was captured by 
American Forces.To return to the present, we must wish very good luck 
to those who have just been released from the service, amongst 
whom we shall miss some well-known faces—Cpl. Messenger 
of the Signals, Sgt. Byford of the Pion’eers, and Cpl. Hilton 
of D Coy.

17 INFANTRY BRIGADE RIFLE MEETING
The Brigade Group Rifle Meeting was held on the Bn. 

Ranges, on Thursday and Friday, October 10th and 11th. There 
were many competitions, the chief of which was the Brigade 
Group Championship. Seven major units took part, including 
1st Bn. Manchester Regt., 2nd Bn. Northamptonshire Regt., 
2nd Bn. South Staffordshire Regt., Inns of Court Regt., 13/18 
Hussars, 18 L.A.A. Regt. and ourselves.

Each unit team consisted of twelve firers, only scores 
of ten to count. Five practices were fired, three on the first 
day and two on the second. The maximum score was 1800 
points.

Capt. H. W. Marsh was appointed captain of the Bn. team, 
and a fair number of Officers and O.R’s. practised hard before 
this meeting. Eventually the- following twelve were chosen 
to represent the Bn. : —

Capt. H. W. Marsh, team captain; Lt.-Col. E. W. D. Western,
D.S.O.; Maj. M. G. M. Archer. M.C.; Capt. R. V. W. Curd; Lt. 
A. Lucas; 6339838 C.S.M. J. Streeter, C Coy.; 14818397 Sgt.
F. Gorvin, C Coy.; 14455629 Pte. J. Brown, B Coy.; 14825528 
Pte. P. Owen, H.Q. Coy.; 14883833 Pte. L. Moore, B Coy.; 
14812288 Pte. E. Plant, Sp. Coy.; 14061381 Pte. R. Bishop, H.Q. 
Coy.

During practice the team made good progress and 
we were all confident that it would do well. This confidence 
was borne out at the end of the first day, when, in: spite of 
everyone shooting much below form, the Bn. had a lead of

Lieut-Col. E. W. D. Western, D.S.O. presents prize to Capt. 
Marsh, who came third in the Individual Competition.

seven points over the Northamptonshire Regt. However, we 
could not hold our lead and at the end of the Championship 
we lost by eight points.

The final plaeings were
1st 2nd Bn. Northamptonshire Regt. score 972
2nd 2nd Bn. The Queen’s Own ............. 964
3rd 2nd Bn. South Staffordshire Regt.....  906
4th Inns of Court Regt....................... 897
5th 1st Bn. Manchester Regt................  874
6th 18th L.A.A. Regt............................874
7th 13/18 Hussars ............................ 811

During practice the team had only once scored less than
1,000, its lowest being 795 and its highest 1067.

Capt. Marsh is to be thanked for all the work he did 
for the team and congratulated on the results of his coaching.

Many of the members of the team, including Sgt. Gorvin. 
Capt. Marsh, Capt. Curd, Pte. Moore, Lt’. Lucas, C.S.M. Streeter. 
Maj. Archer, and the C.O. won individual cash prizes. The 
best individual effort was that of Sgt. Gorvin, who won the 
Brigade Individual Revolver Championship.

We must not forget the ladies of the Bn. They beat all 
comers, and Mrs. Archer, Mrs. Carter and Mrs. Sivers all won 
prizes.

“A” Company
This last month has left us astonished that so many 

people are left in the Coy. We will say goodbye to Sgt. 
Smith, a tower of strength at centre-half (but Pte. Thomas 
has filled the breach admirably, and to Sgt. Heard, and wish 
them the best of luck in “civvy street.” By the ’ time this 
is printed we will have lost four more able men, willing but 
never there when wanted, namely Ptes. Pitcher, Cassettari and 
Garradley, and last but not least. Sgt. Parker. (Wot—no drill).

Also we have said farewell’to our C.S.M., now in the 
hospital—up the road. With our latest football victories 
against 121 Brit. Gen. Hospital, whom we beat 4—0 (Cpl. 
Shorters and Pte. Harding scoring two apiece), against B Coy., 
whom we defeated 2—1 (Cpl. Shorters one, Cpl. Jackson one), 
against C Coy., whom we routed 5—0 (Pte. Harding four, Cpl. 
Jackson on'e), we hope to show the remainder of the Bn. how 
we play this prince of sports. The above results were 
obtained despite the fact that H.Q. Coy. are still continually 
filching some of our best players. It appears that with each 
season, whether it’s football, cricket, etc., these players seem 
to disappear just before the season commences. We had 
hoped to give good news of our ever victorious basket-ball 
teams (half wins—half walk-overs), but they were suddenly 
declared obsolete. We await the formation of a new league 
with barely restrained eagerness. With boxing starting in the 
near future, we hope to do better than last time, although 
our best bet will be on U.K. Leave and Sgt. Parker out on 
Class “A.” However, we still hope to put it over, although 
Lt. Gale has retired from the ring. Incidentally we are con-
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centrating on swimming—so watch out for aquatic represen
tatives next summer (wc believe in long term policy in “Able” 
Coy.).

There has been a Bn. Rifle Meeting which no doubt we 
would have won, had we had as much time on the ranges 
as one Coy. we have heard of (no names—no cat-calls). With 
the entire Coy. in Berlin, except for those on coal and other 
fatigues, we had little chance of practice (“You can’t take 
the employed men. Sir”). However, we were not bottom.

What we can’t understand is where everyone gets to 
now-a-days. We would be having the N.C.O's queuing up to 
inspect the men on parade (both of them), if there were any
N.C.O's. The only part of the Coy. up to strength are the 
personnel of Coy. office, who spend what little time they have 
tq spare devouring char and wads, and lighting to pay for 
them.

Need we add that Coy. dances are excellently attended 
in great strength? How strange. In conclusion (thank God), 
we welcome what seems to us a huge intake, and hope to 
discover vast reserves of hidden talent amongst them. No 
doubt we shall. C.C.L.

“B” Company
Spring was a little late this year, or rather summer, and 

with five days of glorious sunshine B Coy. commenced their 
inglorious soccer season. The team has played several games 
and has not yet succeeded in winning. Only yesterday l 
saw one of the most exciting games for a long time, but 
can B Coy. shoot?—(No) ! ! The old stalwarts. Major Rich 
and Cpl. Dimmick, are a great combination and Pte. Booth 
(40) is a very good wing forward. Let’s get sorted out, chaps, 
and we’ll show them!

During the month the Bn. held its Inter-Coy. Rifle shooting 
competition, and after a very thrilling shoot on the last day, 
C Coy. managed to overtake us and win. Congratulations to

Lieut.-Col. E. W. D. Western, D.S.O., presents prize to Pte 
Moore, who is one of the best shots in the Bn., and who 

was a member of “B” Coy. Falling Plate Team, etc.

“Charlesworth” winners. “Baker,” however, had their revenge 
in the Falling Plate competition. Our opponents in the finals 
were C Coy., and in an extremely thrilling finish “Baker” just 
pipped “Charlie.” Congratulations to Capt. Marsh, Ptes. Camp
bell, Playfoot, Sharp 35, Regan, Brown 32 and Moore; also 
the rest of the team. A very good show.

On Sunday mornings the ranges have been open to any
one wishing to have a go at rifle shooting. These meetings 
have proved to be reasonably popular with those visiting the 
range, and also it does give the chance to the chap who is 
a fun-fair fan to improve his glassware on'ce he returns to 
the land of his dreams—or is it?

With the passing of time two more wives have descended 
upon their lesser halves, and the lucky men are Maj. Rich 
and Pte. Battell. Mrs. Rich, it is hoped, is going to train 
B Coy. hockey team and instil into them the fury and fire

only seen when the gentler sex partake in this game. Mrs. 
Battell, on the other hand, is saving her talents to nurse 
her husband back to health after he has taken’ part in 
the forthcoming open boxing competition. However, we sin
cerely welcome Mrs. Rich and Mrs. Battell, and trust their 
stay will be a long and pleasant one.

B Coy. provided a guard on the occasion' of the visit of 
the C. in C. Rhine Army, Lt.-Gen. MeCreery, K.C.B., K.B.E., 
D.S.O., M.C. A very good turnout and all the guards were 
persons from Kent. I prefer to phrase it this way as it saves 
getting involved with the Medway controversy.

The change-over in personnel goes on endlessly, and during 
the month we have lost Cpl. Prince on Class “B" Release. 
L/Cpls. Everest and Jackson, Ptes. Endacott and Brinklow to 
Class “A.” We wish them good luck for the future. At the 
same time we welcome a large draft of D.C.L.I’s., and even 
though it sounds rather like foreign' blood in our midst, l 
thought I heard distinct London accents when I happened 
to heard the draft discuss the kin of the C.S.M.

To conclude we wish all B Coy. chaps, old and new, jolly 
good luck in the future.

P.S.—Don't flap too much A. an'd S. Gp. 44c; you got your 
leave, didn’t you?

“C” Company
Once again this is “Charlie” Coy. giving you the “wire.” 

Since our last issue a great many competitions of a mixed 
character have taken' place. One of these competitions was a 
“table tennis” tournament which turned out to be quite a 
thriller. Our usual “skipper,” C.S.M. Streeter, turned out to 
umpire the majority of the games with his usual skill. The 
star of the tournament was Sgt. (Sniper) Gorvin, who put 
up a brilliant display. We thank Cpls. Short and Davis for 
organising such a grand evening’s entertainment. Other 
players who showed up prominently in the tournament were : 
L/Cpl. Davison, Cpl. (Smudger) Smith, our O.O.S. and Cpl. 
Jones.

We are sorry to relate that we have dropped tremendously 
in our “soccer” games, owing to the unavoidable fact that 
most of our old Coy. players are “demobbed.”

One other competition' in which the Coy. distinguished 
themselves was the Bn. Rifle Shoot, finishing first, with “Baker” 
Coy. close behind. We must congratulate B Coy. for putting 
up a stubborn fight, and so making things much more interest
ing. Also we must congratulate our Coy. team, who put 
up a very good display of shooting, to keep our heads high 
above water. The team was : Lt. Lucas, C.Q.M.S. Smith, Sgts. 
Lowe, Hale, and Gorvin, Cpls. Burns, Davis, L/Cpl. Ware, Ptes. 
Willis, Penney, Duffln, and Manser.

Three of the above team also represented the Bn. in the

Lieut.-Col. E. W. D. Western, D.S.O., presents the Inter-Coy. 
Rifle Cup to the Team Capt. of “C” Coy., Lt. A. Lucas.
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Lieut.-Col. E. W. D. Western, D.S.O., presents prize to 
Sgt. Gorvin, the best individual scorer in the Competition.

Brigade Shoot, which took place on October 10th and 11th. 
They were : Lt. Lucas (who has proved a'very valuable addition 
to the Coy.) C.S.M. Streeter (Sa hib), who has proved him
self a ‘‘Jack of all trades,” and Sgt. (“Sniper”) Gorvin, who 
won the Brigade individual revolver competition with 99 out 
of a possible 120 points. Good going, “Sniper”!

We very much regret the loss of “Alf” Penney (another 
footballer) and R. T. Davis (Artie). We wish them the best 
of the luck in their new life, and hope that their “demob” suits 
are a better fit than their B.JD,

Our Coy. Commander, Maj. J. B. C. Palmer, has gone on 
leave and then proceed on a course. So we say “cheerio” for 
a few months. In his absence the Coy. is ably managed by 
Lt. Lucas.

A number of our Coy. have gone to the 13/18th Hussars 
as our advance party, to prepare the way for the arrival of 
the Coy. on December 1st for a course. So to the echo of 
half-tracks (delete tracks, supplement “wits”), we say “cheerio” 
for now from— “ Jonah in the Whale.”

“D” Company
Once again another month rolls happily by with D Coy. 

still dogging along. We are still rather at a loose end 
patiently waiting for the return of our very able Sgt.-Maj.—
C.S.M. Martell—who is still enjoying the pleasures of privilege 
and Sewlrom Leave in U.K. In the meantime Sgt. Moser 
is A/C.S.M., although he says endeavouring to put his hat 
on straight and trying to make it remain straight is very 
nearly a full time job on its own.

We welcome fifteen men posted from the Duke of Corn
wall’s Light Infantry, whom we feel sure will enjoy the life 
in this Unit, and perhaps one day even admit that we are 
nearly, if not quite, as good as the D.C.L.I.

The football league is going strong, and we are pleased 
to announce that out of four matches played, D Coy. has 
only lost one. We did go down rather badly on that one, 
as H.Q. Coy. put up such an excellent game, beating us 5-0.

The recent Inter-Coy. Shooting Competition left us rather 
cold, as we only managed to get fifth place. Of course this 
sounds quite good until one remembers that there are only 
six Coys, in the Bn., and therefore we narrowly missed quali
fying for the booby prize. We feel confident, though, that 
next time we will do far better, as at the time of the shoot 
most of the Coy. were still busily engaged guarding goods 
trains on the way to Berlin. Out of the remainder we just 
managed to raise a rifle team of 12.

At this point we must offer our congratulations to C 
Coy., who shot so well, coming through with flying colours 
as the win'ning team.

The mighty hand of demobilisation has once again robbed 
us of some good pals, to whom we wish all that they wish 
themselves for the great unknown, commonly called "civvy 
street.” They are : Cpl. Hilton, who used to wake us up

in the morning so pleasantly, L/Cpls. Martin’ and Cage, Ptes. 
Cripwell, Roberts, Walsh, Pestaille, Abnett, and Verran.

Congratulations to Pte. Millard, our (What! more bumf) 
Coy. Clerk, on his promotion to L/Cpl.; also to Lt. Birch on 
being promoted from 2nd.-Lt. The Missing Link?

“H.Q.” Company
This month sees us preparing for our first winter In 

Brunswick. Capt. Willis and Sgt.-Maj. Whitlock are two of 
the lucky ones who will be facing its hardships from the 
comparative luxury of the married families quarters; but 
hot pipes, however hot, are n'o substitute for a coal fire. We 
are never allowed to forget that we are, at the moment, the 
champion Coy., an’d coming third in the Bn. Rifle Meeting 
brought forth only reminders, rather unfair, of the team we 
had at Broome Park, and various comments, not to be repeated, 
by the Coy. Commander concerning his own shooting. However, 
we are runners up in the Bn. Inter-Coy. cricket matches and 
look like having a first class football team. Under the able 
leadership of Cpl. Massey it is so far unbeaten, in fact the 
best matches have been those played between the depart
ments in the Coy., where the rivalry lies between the Signal 
Platoon and the M.T. We flow all play games of one kind 
or another, when we can spare the time, either sporting 
ourselves at rugger or playing hockey, basket-ball or following 
Cpl. Massey on the football field. The Coy. Commander tells 
us that despite his enthusiasm, which is dynamic, though he 
appears on the rugby and hockey fields, he will not De seen 
piaying soccer.

This month the Coy. has lost to "civvy street,” Sgt. Uden, 
the great sportsman sniper; Sgt. Newman, who though he 
had been with us but a short time, was a very popular figure; 
that veteran of the Signals, Cpl. Messenger, and Jock Thomp
son, the M.T’s. favourite cook at Hardegsen’. We wish them 
all the very best. After next month has taken its toll of 
the Age and Service Groups, the Coy. will have lost many 
more of its stalwarts, and Group 66 and all that, will not 
seem quite disconcertingly distant.

Though the pressure on the Coy. for finding guards has 
slackened, the re-introduction of a weekly drill parade in the 
early morning forbodes future frozen fingered Saturdays. 
Though the only one to date was literally a wash out, we 
were not to be denied the doubtful pleasure of marching to 
the barracks and back. The cry of the M.T. Section lately has 
changed from one of “No trucks” to “No drivers”; it is, 
believed that it is only a matter of time before they are 
forced to fall back on “No petrol.” Lt. Wood, it is understood, 
has definitely refused to do Duty Driver. I.S.

H.Q. Company Signal Platoon
Hello folks. The cream calling once again. (That is the 

opinion we have of ourselves, anyway). But as to the upper 
crust, the position is not quite clear. It’s true that the
C.S.M. has been heard to say a few nice things about us, 
but Oh, those Billet Inspections. Even the Signals cannot 
always please him.

The Bn’, was visited by a very distinguished personality 
last week. It shouldn’t be necessary to tell you what happened 
a few days before the day of the visit. But We all feel that 
Field Marshal Montgomery’s reforms hadn’t been heard of 
here by that date!

In the field of sport the Platoon have so far held their 
own and the football season is now well under way, the Sigs. 
filling about seven positions in the Coy. team, and a couple 
in the Bn. eleven.Inter-Platoon matches have also taken place, and having 
won both of the matches played (v. Q.M. and M.T.), we feel 
as if we have made our mark. We hope to have many more 
games and we are open to any challengers. We have said 
goodbye to Cpl. Messenger (G.P. 40) and wish him all the 
best in that promised land.

That’s all the news from the fiag-waggers this time, so 
goodbye till next month. Cheers for now — A.S.

M.T. Section, “H.Q.” Company
Hello, M.T. starting up, or trying to. If I misfire now 

and again, you will understand if I tell you this is my first., 
and perhaps my last, attempt at Q..O.G.

During this month we have had the R.E.M.E. Inspec
torate, and this, coupled with the M.T.O. and M.T. Tech.-Sgt. 
on leave, has not helped. Not forgetting “I’ve got it all 
worked out” Sgt. Cousins being demobbed, seeing as he 
didn’t want to miss 40 Group (Just what it was he used to
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work out I don’t know to this day; maybe it was where the 
duty N.C.O. would come on a week-end). Now it has fallen 
on the very capable shoulders of Lt. P. H. Wood, who took 
on the very unthankful task at Hardegsen once before.

Yes, I have seeq;.them all come and go, the good and the 
not so good; now 1, too, just to make myself happy, have had 
calendars 1947-49 sent from England knowing that when I 
have struck them off day by day, I shall be out.

We have quite an amusing person on the M.T., who not 
only does his own job but everyone else’s (to his idea). He can 
be seen walking the M.T. Lines, swooning as he sings to 
himself (no on'e else will listen). The Big Drip Tapp (L/Cpl.).

Most of the M.T. are dreaming of the day when their 
issue of “Lamps, reading, for the use of," arrives.

It has always been the ambition of the M.T. to have a 
football team of their own, and now we have one, but at 
the present' we are having a little trouble deciding the com
position of same, having so many budding Stanley Matthews. 
We played one game against Mil. Gov. (!) and lost (!!)-, and 
one versus the Q.M. Staff and won (!!!). The team is well 
managed by Stanley Matthews Millington, “The Queer Fellow.” 
The R.E.M.E. has supplied one good .player m Cfm. Rickwood, 
so that has given them something to shoot a line about, 
as well as the day they had on their Regimental anniversary.

The age old art of instructing has now fallen on to the 
shoulders of “matter of course” Cpl. Hall, who is for ever 
dreaming and worries far more that the M.T.O. and M.T. Sgt. 
combined. Besides instructing he has also taken up the noble 
art of ship-building, but at present he is stuck for glue.

Now, to quote Wreck, I too will relax, dreaming of the 
time when they say “That was Joe, that was.” Famto,

Support Company
October, bringing the first bite of winter, finds us with 

our central heating, decentralised. It is very wet, add not 
the dry, crisp cold of Adelebsen days. This autumn holds 
no beauty; it is just a bleak warning of what is to come.

Sport has taken its place to combat the coming boredom, 
of winter, and the Coys, basket-ball, and football teams are 
energetically entering into league and competitions.

After a brilliant send-off, with a 7—2 win over ‘121’ Gen. 
Hospital, the Coy. had to contend with a shortage of players, 
through injury, or leave. B Coy. was held to a 2—2 draw, 
and H.Q. Coy. had the better of a 4 to 1 victory. Pte. 
Shackleford has held the forward line in order, and has 
schemed the goals. Pte. Hathaway has been our own edition 
of ‘Franklyn,’ an'd has tried to make himself the perfect 
stumbling block. When Pte. Dawkins is fit, we should register 
wins once more.

Although cold hands and blue noses are not reminders of 
cricket matches and white flannels, we must boast our victory 
in the Bn. Championship. The all powerful H.Q. team toppled 
to a few thrusts from our side. Pte. Shackleford was mainly 
responsible for the H.Q. collapse; while Dawkins, Juster and 
Hathaway did their bit with the bat. The scores were : S.P. 
86 and H.Q. 56.

The Pioneers have lost three well-known characters in 
the person's of Sgt. Byford, Ptes. Bowman and Anderson. We 
wish them a successful and happy future.

Alas! the leave period is nearly finished. Voices are 
raised in praise of the English summer. The stock phrase 
being “It rained, all the ------ !! time.”

“Work—!--- ” The misguided few, who say the army never
works, should be posted to Sp. Coy. for a week. Our Colour- 
Sgt, is showing signs of “demobitis,” but for all that, there' 
wili be a few more silver hairs among the gold, before he 
leaves.

Once more Capt. Elgood is in command. To our new 
Mortar Offlicer we extend a hearty welcome; he is Lt. Garrett, 
late of the Middlesex Regt. Capt. Hunting (our own edition 
of the “Doncaster Dynamo”) takes his boxing practice a little 
bit too seriously, as our Coy. Commander would confidentially 
have told you, if you had called at T21’ Gen'. Hospital a few 
days ago.

Well, farewell for another month, "Old Supportonians; ” 
best wishes from all of us. A. Oblique.

Sergeants’ Mess
The time has come again for me to take up my pen and 

continue the Chronicles of Mess.
This month has been an important one for the Mess, 

for it has seen the settling in of married families, and we 
have welcomed to Mess functions, Mrs. Dunton', Mrs. Cowlard 
and Mrs. Whitlock. They come like a breath of cool air that

disperses the stagnation we have long suffered; stagnation 
that comes of thinking and talking in clipped sentences 
containing the inevitable “Nix” and “Prima.” It is grand to 
have them with us and we all wish them a very comfortable 
life with the Bn. ,

We are still holding our fortnightly dances, and very 
grand affairs they are, too. We, the younger set, gaze in 
bewilderment as the R.Q.M.S. waves his magic wand (pre
sented with the best wishes of W. D. and H. O. Wills, Ltd.) 
and conjures up food that makes us think. “His cooks distil 
Ambrosia”—and certainly no one could complain of any 
shortage of nectar; gods, for the use of. Our last affair was 
supplemented by a very fine cabaret show, and once again we 
must thank the R.Q.M.S. and his small but select Entertain
ments Committee. *

Our sporting activities have been fairly limited of late. 
We started off the basket-ball season by beating every team 
that was put up .against us—and of the two games of 
soccer we have hadr we beat 23 Mil. Prison 5—1 (four goals 
in twenty minutes coming from the sure foot of Sgt. Elliott) 
and lost 5—4 to 121 Brit. Gen. Hospital. It is, I suppose, 
understandable that in a mess of only 38 or so. in' station, 
difficulties arise in getting a soccer team, but we have great 
hopes of holding our own against any mess we may. sub
sequently meet to a tourney of indoor games. I have heard 
of at least four members who have given up smoking and 
gone into strict training for draughts.

And so for another month I must retire into my shell 
ahd practice my raffia mat making. Adieu. Derbone.

SPORT
Except for the continuation' of the inter-Coy. Football 

League, there is little to report from the sporting world for this month.
Training is in full swing for the forthcoming Bn. football 

and rugby matches, the Inter-Coy. open boxing championship, 
reports of some of which we hope to include in the next issue.

Football.—Some very keen Inter-Coy. matches have been 
played in the Brunswick League, which consists of all the 
Coys, of the Bn., plus a team from 121 Brit. Gen. Hospital. 
To date H.Q. Coy. have been the only team to score full points, 
with A and D Coys, level and having played one more game.

The league positions at the time of going to press are 
as follows; —

Goals
P. W. L. D. F. A. Pts.H.Q. Coy. .......... 3 3 0 0 14 3 6A Coy. 3 1 0 13 4 6D Coy. 3 1 0 7 7 6B Coy. .......... 5 0 3 2 7 8 2C Coy. ___.......... 3 1 2 0 2 9 2S.P. Coy - ___. .........  2 0 1 1 3 6 1121 Brit. Gen. Hospital 4 0 3 1 6 18 1

Cricket.—The Inter-Coy knockout cricket competition took 
place on the 27th September, 1946, after many postponements, 
S.P. Coy. beating H.Q. Coy. 86 to 56 runs. Chief scorers 
S.P. Coy., Pte. Hathaway 20; H.Q. Coy. Sgt. Steer 24. Bowling: 
S.P. Coy., Pte. Shackleford 6—21, Capt K. M. Hunting 4—27;
H.Q. Coy., Sgt. Steer 6—33, Pte. Morgan 3—26.

Rugby.—On the 16th October the Bn. side played its 
first game of the season'. This was an away match against 
the Inns of Court Regt.

There can be no doubt that we were completely out
classed by a far more experienced team, but a good deal was 
learnt and some very good form shown, on  the whole our for
wards more than held their own. Cpl. Watkins was hooking 
well, Sgt. Stonehouse was going very hard, and Pte Coates 
played a very entergef'ic game, while Capt. Rodgers’ thrusting 
tactics were very successful.

Among the backs, Capt. Myers and Wheeler were noticeable, 
while Maj. Rich played a sound game as full back.

There can be no doubt in the minds of any spectators 
that we will soon have a very good team indeed.

The Bn. team consisted of :— Maj. Rich, Capt, Marsch, 
Maj. Archer, Capt. Wheeler, L/Cpl. Ley, Capt. Myers, L/Cpl. 
Baker, Lt. Tood, Cpl. Watkins, Sgt. Stonehouse, Pte. Oldfield, 
Pte. Dukes, Capt. Rodgers, Pte. Coates, Capt. Willis. Reserve : 
Sgt. Schofield.

The score was 21—0 to the Inns of Court.

DEWY FRESH 
She had received her gift of flowers with rapture.
“Oh, they are lovely,” she said, “and there is even a 

little dew on them still.”
“Er-r-a yes, there is,” he stammered, “but I’ll pay it soon.”
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5th BATTALION
News from the Rock

At lon'g last the hot weather Is drawing to Its close and 
we shall have the benefit of the mild and sunny Mediterranean 
winter—the envy perhaps of many in U.K.

Really the climate for the past two months has been 
appalling. Not that one objects to the heat, but the dampness 
and stickiness of everything has been most trying, and Oh! 
my liver in the early morning, although I wouldn’t complain 
about that were I not a total abstainer.

We have competed in the Garrison Athletic meetings. 
Both individual and team meetings were held at Europa. 
a lovely ground with 330-yd. track situated at the extreme 
southern end of the Rock. Both meetings were very well 
organised and greatly enjoyed by all. In a grandstand bedecked 
by gaily coloured flags from probably every ship in the harbour, 
and adorned by many adics in pretty dresses, I sat through 
the afternoon sweating gently and watching some really very 
interesting races. We obtained second place in the team 
championships and held our own so to speak in the individuals, 
results of which are given in detail below. Suffice it here to

Lt. O'Reilly, Sgt. Butteriss, Pte. Twicken, Lt. Irving, 
Cpl. Whybrow, Sgt. Smith.

L/Cpl. Wallington, Capt. Aldred, Capt. Epsom, Lt. Godfrey, 
Capt. Allen', L/Cpl. Downey, Pte. Jones.

Pte. Worth. Pte. Bailey.

congratulate Capt. K. H. N. Cooke, M.C., on his fine efforts 
in organising and training the Bn. teams.

We thought we might get away with the Garrison Cricket 
Knock-out Competition, but I feel that this was really only 
wishful thinking. After first drawing with, and linally defeat
ing the R.A.P. in the semi-finals, we caine up against the 
Gibraltar Cricket Club, membership of which is open to all 
civilians on the Rock. This was too much for us and we 
never really got into our stride at all, and when finally that 
great cricketer, Capt. Ches. Allen, came out l.b.w. in his 2nd 
over, I regret to say the side went rather to pieces.

I would like to welcome to the Bn. 2/Lts. J. D. McCormack, 
P. Lawrence and J. B. Kingston, who have recently joined us 
from 13 I.T.C., and here's hoping that their stay will be long 
and enjoyable.

“A” Company
The outstanding event of the month has been the Garrison 

Sports Meeting held in early September. This saw the cul
mination of the athletic season and was eagerly anticipated 
by all and sundry. The meeting was divided into two parts, 
one being for team events and the other for individuals, the 
Coy. being represented in both parts. Our hopes were centred 
on Cpl. Aycott and Pte. Ferridge, both of whom justified our 
confidence. In the team events, Cpl. Aycott ran a very good 
three miles and was rather unlucky to come third. His bad 
luck followed him when he ran the mile, for after one lap he 
developed stitch and despite valiant attempts to keep going, 
finished among the “rabbits.” His spirit in keeping on trying 
was much appreciated by spectators and he finished to a 
special burst of applause. Pte. Ferridge amply upheld the

reputation he has built by running two hard races very well— 
the 440 yards relay and the 880 yards in the medley relay. 
Well don'e, both of you.

We have had the very welcome addition of C.S.M. Williams 
and Sgt. White to the Coy., both of whom came to us from 
“C” Coy.; unfortunately we also lose Sgt. Gray in the transfer.

Taking our turn in providing the Inlying Picquet we tried 
very hard to provide this and to fulfil our other duties as well. 
After some time, however, after having proved conclusively 
that “two into one doesn’t go,” we handed over the duty to 
another Coy.

The annual closing of War Dept, roads provided a job new 
to most of us. Some of the “roads” which we closed were 
practically non-existent, and light relief was provided by one 
sentry who declared that he had seen nothing during his “stag” 
except two monkeys and the visiting pincers.

Convent Guard loomed large in the picture towards the 
end of the month and was mounted for the first time, very 
appropriately we thought, under Sgt. White.

Once again “A” Coy., was called to fill the gap, this time 
by sending Pte. Crane home to build bigger and better houses. 
May he finish them before the squatters start to squat.

“B” Company
At last we are all back from the wilds of Africa after our 

very strenuous month of Coy. Training (or should we say 
mountaineering). We are all very fit and very brown, but are 
all a trifle leaner.

Owing to shipping difficulties we came back in two parties, 
with an interval of three weeks between the two.

We acquired some odd pets from North Africa and the 
Coy. Commander is often quite disconcerted on room inspections 
to see a chameleon perched on someone’s steel helmet or a 
tortoise peepin'g coyly from someone’s boots.

Unfortunately for us the Bn. Athletic Meeting took place 
while half the Coy. were in North Africa, but in spite of that 
we gave a very good account of ourselves and the Coy. managed 
to gain third place under the leadership of our very able 
Sports Officer, “Big Jim” Godfrey. Lt. Abplanalp shone in the 
track events, ably backed up by Sgt. Butteriss and Sgt. Clow.

We are very busy at the moment preparing for the foot
ball season and have high hopes with the array of talent in 
the Coy.

We welcome to the Coy. Lt. V. C. Abplanalp and 2/Lt. 
P. G. H. Hanks and regret losing Lt. W. D. A. Rookledge to 
"A” Coy.

“C” Company
Ol’e ! ! ! In English that means “good show,” but this 

time it mean's “C” Coy. is here.
We use Spanish just to show that we are once again 

at British Lines, the Land of Three Nights in Bed, and then 
it’s a case of "Two by Day and Two by Night”—yes you know 
what we mean “Guards,” but somehow with these unpleasant 
duties we man'age to mix pleasure.

The cricket season has just finished, and Capt. J. A. Aldred 
and Pte. Worth represented the Coy. in the Bn. 1st XI. 
throughout the season. From cricket we went straight over 
to soccer and got away to a brilliant start. So far we have 
played the R.A.F. two games. The first we won 1-0, and the 
second we drew 1-1. In the Coy. there are makings of a fine 
team and there is very little doubt about our winning the 
Cup again this year—“C” Coy. representatives will probably 
form the backbone of the Bn. XI.

We take this opportunity to welcome 2/Lt. N. Lawrence 
and 2/Lt. J. B. Kingston to the Coy. and hope that their stay 
will be long and happy.

Class “A” Releases have hit us again, and this month we 
lose five of our numbers—Cpl. Slade and Ptes. Malone, Knight, 
Worth and Burt. Best wishes to you all in' your “New Life.”

So until next month we must say "Adios, Amigos."

Support Company
Once again here is news of Support Coy. It has been a 

busy month with much to interest everyone.
The Carrier Cadres continue and appear to be popular 

with all who attend. It is difficult to arrange a good system 
of driving instruction in such a restricted area as the “Rock,” 
as all work must be done on busy roads and the “cross
country” is not .possible, in fact, the capabilities of the 
carrier can never be demonstrated. Consequently it is not 
difficult to understand why a trainee (gripping the steering 
wheel arid dreaming of Cpl. Pearce’s colourful account of
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carriers sweeping all before them in action) promptly drove 
his carrier into a Nissen hut in the M.T. Lines. Perhaps he 
just wanted to put it to an eflective test. I don’t know. 
What I do know is that it made rather a mess of the hut. 
Fortunately we have some Pioneers, and willing hands quickly 
repaired the “ravages of war.”

The N.C.O’s. Regimental Cadre has also had some rather 
damaging effects. This time on the people under instruction. 
After several periods of communication drill on Casemates 
Square (which, incidentally, delighted the local populace who 
watched for hours) there were many hoarse whispers amon'gst 
the Sgts and Cpls. This was just as well, for the expletives 
were shocking. Amongst the sufferers were :—Sgts. Oakley. 
Beavem and Ralph and Cpls. Duerdon and Garrett of this Coy.

A wave of honesty has swept through the Coy. Reason— 
the Coy. Commander, Capt. S. White, actually declared to the 
Customs the spirits he was bringing from Spain the other 
night. An admirable example.

We greet 2/Lt. McCormack who has recently joined us. 
He is to command the A/Tank Platoon. Also to Sgt. Ralph 
from “A” Coy., and Sgt. Nott from “H.Q." Capt. Deakin is now 
back from North Africa, plus a tan.

Congratulations to the following upon their recent pro
motion' :— Sgts. Oakley, Beavem, Cpls. Duerdon, Garrett, 
Wallace and L/Cpls. Brinklow, Wood and Tapner.

Our athlete—Pte. Benson, excelled in the Garrison Sports, 
winning the individual long jump with 19ft. 3ins. Well done!

More from the “Company of Specialists” next month.

Sergeants’ Mess
In opening our correspondence this month we offer our 

congratulations to Sgts. Oakley, Nott, Knibbs, Beavem, Ralph, 
Kidney, Gray and White on their promotion to Sgt. and hope 
that their stay in the Mess will be a long and happy one. 
Congrats, also to “Taffy” Williams on his promotion to C.S.M.

The high light of the month was the Officers v. Sgts. 
cricket match held on Tuesday, 24th September, 1946, at 
Alameda Gardens. I’m afraid we had a rather bad afternoon 
of it, the officers trouncing us by 174 runs to 82, but everyone 
thought ft a most enjoyable game, an'd we were all sorry that 
the end of the cricket season was too near for a return game 
to be arranged. The Sgts’. team, headed by R.S.M. T. Sharpe, 
consisted of the following : C.S.M. Leigh, C/Sgt. Baxter, Sgts. 
Butteriss, Corbett, Plummer Ball, Lowe, August, Beavem and 
Clow with Sgt. Cossens as twelfth man and the venerable 
looking C.S.M. Henry Butcher (with white smock and all that) 
as umpire. Sgt. Hudson did an excellent job of work as 
scorer, or at least would have done had not his opposing 
number in the scorers’ box kept such a vigilant eye on him; 
hard lines, “Rinso.”

During the evening we had the honour of entertaining 
our Commanding Officer and the Officers of the Bn. to a 
social evening in the Mess. “Dusty” Ball, the caterer, rather 
miraculously obtained some beer from somewhere which ensured 
the evening’s success, but congratulations must also go to 
R.Q.M.S. “Nobby” Stone and C/Sgt. “Bill” Norman, for the 
organisation of games, which included a quiz competition. 
There was little controversy over some of the answers, and 
afterwards many groups could be seen and heard arguing about 
mate and check-mate and whether Alec James really did do 
it or not. But these were soon broken up when Capt. Allen 
started to manipulate the ivory keys for a spot of community 
singing.

Forir days and one day trips to Tangiers are fast gaining 
popularity amongst- the Mess members and many tales are told 
of the thrilling encounters with native dealers, the favourite 
being the watch for 500 pesetas that we bought for 75. How
ever, your humble scribe hopes to see for himself next week.

Before we close for the month we have to record the 
posting of Sgt, Knight, D.C.M., M.M., who has left us to join 
his old Regiment “The Buffs.” Best of luck, “Rocky.” and good 
soldiering. T. J. L.

Signal Platoon
■Signals calling once again!
Firstly we would like to mention that our new Signal Sgt. 

has at last settled in, and has now taken us under his care and protection.
At the present time there are two big questions in the 

Platoon. First one is—“Why are we waiting?” Needless to say 
this plaintive cry arises from Groups 42 and 43. Second one— 
“when are the rest of us leaving the 'Rock'?” comes from the 
remainder of the Platoon. Yes, even Group 70 are hopeful, 
and several chaps can be seen buying presents on Friday nights; 
even “Our Sweeney” is loaded with goods and he is Group 64.

We would like to take this opportunity of congratulating 
L/Cpl. MacTaggart on his promotion to Opl. Well done, “Mac,” 
what’s the chances of 3 before Group 50 takes you in its 
stride? Our congratulations also extend to Cpl. “Bill” Ralph 
on attaining Sgt’s. rank, but unfortunately for us, he has been 
claimed by “Sp.” Coy.

L/Cpl Adkin and Pte Richards won the Garrison high 
jump, and the Signals are very proud of them. Well done, 
chaps, and may success again come your way in that sphere.

At football we have a fairly strong side in the Platoon, and 
are hoping to have a few games in H.Q. Coy. Inter-Platoon 
League before long; so watch your step this season “Invincible '
M.T.

Finally, if anyone wants to know who gives watches away, 
ask Sweeney; he hgs a few clues.

With that we’ll say “Adios” until next month. A. R.

5th Battalion Drums.

Q.M. Staff
Rogues Calling! ! !
Owing to Class “A” Releases our Staff changes daily. Pte. 

Tague has left us and before our next issue we will be bidding 
farewell to Sgt. Watton (Barracks), Cpl. Whybrow, L/Cpl. 
Hilton, Pte. Oakley (Pioneers) L/Cpl. Shaw (Butcher) and last 
but not least the man who is never lost for words, Pte 
Westbury (Storeman).

L/Cpl. Ran'some (Clerk) has now rejoined us after under
going an operation. During his absence his place was ably 
filled by L/Cpl. Dove. Due to the great pressure of work we 
have an addition to our office staff, L/Cpl. Smith.

We have made primary issues of Victory Medal Ribbon— 
all three pieces. Tarus. Chief Robber, and Ali-baba can be 
seen proudly showing this ration!

Tangier seems to have some attraction' for the staff, and 
now R.Q.M.S. Stone is thinking of spending a few days well-
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earned rest there. (I wonder?). Even our billet has not 
•escaped the eagle eye of C.S.M. "AttenTUAN” Butcher. Stocks 
of bluebell and whitewash have been greatly diminished on 
interior economy.

Lofty Attwell has been seen working day—and night, and 
in his enthusiasm it seems he has whitewashed his knees.

We have just received from the Q.M. an indent for “char” 
so we will close on “drinks all round.”

Athletics
For the short, but hectic period of one month, the Rock 

of Gibraltar was the scene of much activity in the field or 
athletics. Late in July, information was received that Garrison 
Athletics Championships would be held early in September. 
Enthusiasts, and they were very, very few at first, immediately 
unearthed their spikes, found they were useless on the hard 
surfaces, resorted to shoes, gym., and began training.

It was not much fun. When there was not a strong wind 
to contend with (to be called a gale here, the wind velocity 
has to be in the region of 80 m.p.h.) there was the multitude 
of stones which no' amount of sweeping could remove from 
the running track, but apart from a lew bruised soles, we 
survived and gradually became fitter. In the first three weeks 
of August, companies held their triais, and, gradually, interest 
was aroused. Conversation in mess and barrack rooms turned 
to recent performances by budding Woodersons, and to Coy. 
prospects in the Bn. Athletics Meeting. Often in great secrecy, 
Coy. sports officers would take their athletes to the track and 
time them over their respective distances, the results forming 
the subject of a very hush-hush “O” Group at Coy. H.Q. 
Spies were everywhere, gleaning information' and spreading a 
lot of false figures, until at on'e time it appeared that we had 
’in our ranks, no fewer than 6 “world-beaters.”

We saw where we-stood after the finals of the Bn. Athletics 
Meeting, however. We did not have conditions in our favour— 
the usual strong wind was blowing, threatening to whisk away 
•the tea-tents laboriously erected by a perspiring fatigue party 
that morning. Results appear at the end of this article, but 
we would ask readers to bear in mind that these times, 
distances, etc., were accomplished wearing ordinary gym shoes 
and on a track that bore no resemblance to the normal cinder 
or grass track.

At the conclusion of this meeting, the unit team for the 
Garrison Championships was provisionally selected and with 
the championships only 10 days off, training was begun in 
earnest and on a team basis, for all events at these champion
ships were to be relay-races and teams events.

There were 8 unit teams competing, which necessitated 
two preliminary meetings, in each of which 4 teams took part, 
the 2 winning teams on each day going into the final. The 
Bn. team competed on the first day, and after the first race 
it was clear that the Liverpool Scottish and ourselves, would 
fight it out for pride of place. In a very thrilling afternoon's 
sport, during which first the cross of St. Andrews went to 
the top of the flag pole only to be Ousted a few minutes later 
by the White Horse of Kent, and so on, the “Jocks” ran out 
winners of the meeting by 3 points only. With a few team 
changes and a little more baton-changing practice we felt we 
could turn the tables on the Liverpool Scottish in the finals.

. Friday, the 13th, was a black day for us, however. In the 
first race of the afternoon the 4 x 110yds. relay, Benson, our 
star sprinter, running No. 4, slipped when receiving the baton 
and we came last in consequence. Two events later, Capt. 
M. R. H. Jackson. M.C., our M.O., lost his shoe after he had 
run only 100 yards in the 3 miles race, but he gamely ran on 
and finished in a sufficiently good position' to give us the race. 
The final blow came in the mile team race when Cpl. Acott 
contracted cramp in the stomach after one lap. Although 
obviously in terrific agony, he ran the gamest race of the after
noon! and somehow finished the course, only to collapse at the 
finishing post.

The Liverpool Scottish ended the afternoon worthy winners 
by 14 points, with ourselves as runners-up. We had a com
paratively small team to represent us—Sgt. Warren ran 440yds„  
880yds. and 1 mile in one afternoon' and several others had 
two gruelling races each. This fact, together with the pieces 
of misfortune already mentioned, was the main reason why we 
could not carry off the Challenge Cup. We broke one Garrison 

^record, however, the 4 x 880yds. relay, which our team ran in 
9 mins. 3.8 secs.

Since these championships were purely team events, no 
mention of individual performances will be made. Some of 
our athletes carried off prizes at the Individual championships 
held a week later (their names appear below); others did Jiat, 
but all gave of their best for the team and are to be heartily 
congratulated on a first-class performance.

RESULTS OF BATTALION ATHLETICS MEETING 
100yds.—1, Pte. Simpson “Sp.” Coy., time 11.3 secs.; 2, Pte.

Benson “Sp.” Coy.
220yds.—1, L/Cpl. Wallington “H.Q.” Coy., time 26.7 secs.; 2,* 

Pte. Simpson “Sp.” Coy.
440yds.—1, Pte. Presland “C” Coy., time 63.9 secs.; 2, Lt. V. C.

Abplanalp “B” Coy.
880yds.—1, Lt. V. C. Abplanalp “B”Coy., time 2 mins. 25 secs.;

2, Sgt. Warren “H.Q.” Coy.
1 mile—-1, Pte Presland "C” Coy., time 5 mins. 29 secs.; 2, Cpl. 

Acott “A” Coy.
3 miles—1, Pte. Presland “C” Coy., time 17 minis. 8.5 secs.; 2, 

Cpl. Acott “A” Coy.
High Jump—1, Pte. Webb “Sp.” Coy., height 4ft. 10ins.; 2, 

,L/Cpl. Waddington “Sp.” Coy.
Long Jump—1, Pte. Benson “Sp.” Coy., distance 19ft.; 2, Pte.

Holden “Sp.” Coy.
Shot—1, Lt. W. J. Godfrey “B” Coy., distance 30ft. llins.; 2, 

Sgt. Revill “Sp.” Coy.
Hop, Step and Jump—1, Sgt. Ball “Sp.” Coy., distance 35ft.

7in.; 2, Pte. Gran'dini “Sp.” Coy.
Tug-o’-War—Winners. “H.Q.” Coy.

Inter-Coy. Championship : —
1 “Sp.” Coy.................  41 pts.
2 “H.Q.” Coy ......................................  26 pts.
3 “C” Coy...........................................  19 pts.
4 “B” Coy...........................................  17 pts.
5 “A” Coy.................................. ,.......  14 pts.

BATTALION PRIZE-WINNERS AT GARRISON INDIVIDUAL 
CHAMPIONSHIPS

440yds.—3rd, Lt. B. C. Abplanalp.
880yds.—3rd, Sgt. Warren.
3 Miles—1st, Pte. Presland; 2nd, Cpl. Acott.
1 Mile—3rd, Sgt. Warren.
High Jump—2nd, Pte. Richards.
Long Jump—1st, Pte. Benson.

------- ♦----:---

INFANTRY TRAINING 
CENTRE

This will be the last report from 13 I.T.C. for the Q.O.G.
The reason for this requires some explanation of the 

reorganisation now taking place in the Army at home.
The infantry output from Primary Training Centres will, 

in future, go to its own Regimental Company at an I.T.C.
Eight Regimental Companies have been formed for the 

Home Counties Regiments and grouped together to form The 
Home Counties Grouped I.T.C., at Shorncliffe.

Personnel from 13 I.T.C. have therefore been transferred 
to Shorncliffe, where they will form the staff of the Q.RR. 
and R.W.K. Regimental Training Companies and part of H.Q. Company.

Primary Training Centres have been reorganised on a 
County basis and by the end of November, 1946, the present 
63 P.T.W. will have been reformed to NO. 2 P.T.C. and Depot 
Party the Q.R.R. Guildford and No. 50 P.T.C. and Depot Party the Q.O.R.W.K.R. Maidstone.

The location of No. 50 P.T.C. and Depot Party will be at 
Invicta Lin'es and the Barracks.

Visitors should note that the Depot Party will be at 
Invicta Lines with effect from 21st November, 1946. The 
Barracks will contain one Training Company and a few 
attached personnel only.

Next month, it is hoped to include further details con
cerning the new organisation in relation to the Regiment.

SPORTS RESULTS
Soccer—13 I.T.C. v. 10 D.B.R.E., 3-3, drawn; 13 I.T.C. v.

N.F. 3 Area 30, 1-2, lost; 13 I.T.C. v. R.A.F., Mailing, 13-0, won; 
13 I.T.C. v. 12 I.T.C., 2-8, lost; 13 I.T.C. v. 16 Res. Unit, 8-1, won

The Inter-Coy. Competition: Semi-Final will be played 
between H.Q., A, F and G, Companies.

Rugger.—13 I.T.C. v. Maidstone G.S., 3-8, lost; 13 I.T.C. v. 
10 D.B.R.E.. 8-12, lost; 13 I.T.C. v. 12 I.T.C., 45-10, won; 13 I.T.C.
V. E A i1., Detling, 35-0 won.

G.S.C. recruit I. P. Campbell has been selected to play 
stand-off half for Kent.

Hockey—13 I.T.C. v. 10 D.B.R.E., 0-3, lost; 13 I.T.C. V. 
Mote Park, 1-2, lost; 13 I.T.C. v. R.N. Sig. School, 6-0. won; 
13 I.T.C. v. Sittingbourne H.C., 3-3, drawn'; 13 I.T.C. v. Medway 
Tech. College, 9-1, won.
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FIVE DAYS OF BATTLE ON LEROS
"Never before have I seen men fight and 

show so much guts as they did In' those FIVE 
DAYS OF BATTLE ON LEROS.”

The following article, which was written by C.S.M. Greenyer,
D.C.M., M.M., who was later killed In action shortly after D Day 
whilst serving with. It is believed. The Hampshire Regt., has 
been forwarded by Capt. B. A. Pond (Q.M., 1st Bn.) and will 
be of interest to many readers.

Time and time again we hear of the spirit of the British 
soldier fighting with the Eighth Army and fighting in the 
Pacific. Here Is a report of the same spirit as shown by the 
troops who fought on Leros. It is told by 80477 C.S.M. W. 
Greenyer, who was with the company until the very last, and 
who managed to escape from the island. His words are a 
lesson to all; it Is this spirit and determination that we 
want and have, and by examples such as he tells we must 
follow.
Friday, November 12th.—

At about 0400 hours we have orders that the Germans 
have been, seen about two miles away at sea making for the 
north of the' Island. All shore batteries open fire. At 0600 
hours we hear that the enemy has made three landings, one 
In the north, which is met by "A" battalion, and two others 
at different points in the centre of the Island, one of which 
is being dealt with by a company of “B” battalion and the 
other by a company of “C” battalion. The landings in the 
centre of the island are all cleared up, but in the north the 
enemy has landed more troops. At about 1400 hours we sight 
about 11 ships out at sea. All my company are longing to 
get into the fight instead of sitting in a trench.
Saturday, November 13th.—

No information; things are very quiet except for aircraft 
overhead.About 1400 hours large formation of ’planes seen coming 
towards Guerner Bay. They come in at water level. Our 22 
L.M.G’s. and 6 M-M.G’s. open fire at once and I am sure that 
a lot of the enfemy are killed before they ever get to the ground.

The battle is getting warmed up, and we are hoping that 
what it left will come our way, but no luck. The bombing 
by this time has increased and our own troops are getting it. 
But it never seems to worry them.
Sunday, November 14th.—

At 0800 hours enemy troops are dropped by air. They get 
a very nasty time; some of the ’planes burst into flames. Two 
’planes drop troops into the sea, and from others only two or 
three men come out. Morale of British troops very high. We 
are told that we have more troops arriving that night from 
Samos, and we are going into the attack at 0900 hours. I have 
to give supporting fire with my six M.M.G’s. The attack starts, 
two companies strong, but as soon as they move they are 
attacked from the air, machine-gunned and dive-bombed. The 
attack fails. Later we are told that we are going into action. 
Everyone is looking forward to it. Our task is to take a hill, 
push on to the north and meet “A” battalion.

Off we go, 79 strong. After going about 600 yards we come 
into contact with the Boche; it’s our first chance to have a 
good look at them; they’re young and no match for us. Five 
years have we been waiting for the chance, and at last it has 
come.We come under very heavy fire from our right flank, and 
the men are pinned to the ground. My company commander 
gets shot in the legs. You could see the blood running down 
his legs and that he was in pain, but. he would not give in. 
He says, “Now, come on lads, we’ve got to push on.” And on 
we go.

At this time there are only 17 of us, and we have a very 
hard job in front of us. But with a company commander like 
burs the men will go anywhere.

The Germans have withdrawn and the hill is taken; at 
last we meet up with “A” battalion. The rest of the company 
now comes forward; we have lost 4 killed and about 8 injured. 
We now come under the command of “A” battalion and form 
up for an attack.

“A” battalion are in fine spirits, and are saying that fty 
tomorrow it will all be over, for the Boche is on the run. TJikt

night we withdrew so that the men can rest, as they have 
now been on the go for about three days.
Monday, November lSth.^-

An attack is coming in from the south and we are given 
orders to form a stop and wipe the enemy out. When the 
attack starts we are lying in a house 800 yards from the enemy 
and can see them very plainly : we get into touch with another 
battalion with an 18 set and ask for mortar fire. This is 
good sport, because every move the enemy makes we direct fire on him. This goes on all day.
Tuesday, November 16th.—

We go off into action, “A" compnay on our left, ourselves 
in the centre and “D” company on’ the right. We meet the 
enemy once again but when we get into them they will not 
fight. They put up their hands. On we go, travelling to the 
south. We have by this time taken’ quite a lot of prisoners. 
They were bad fighters. At about 1500 hours we are told that 
Force H.Q. has been captured; also we are to withdraw to the 
north of the island where we are to be taken off by the Navy. 
This upsets our troops, as we thought we had nearly finished 
off the enemy. We make for the north of the island. Wireless„ sets are destroyed.

After two hours we meet the O.O. of ’’A" battalion and he 
tells us to turn about as we are not going to withdraw. This 
is good news. The C.O. goes along cheering the men on; a 
fine leader, he sets a good example to all the men. We go back, 
into positions: the men are still in good spirits.

The plan’ now is to form one brigade, dig in and fight It 
out to the last man; troops are all for it as we believe that 
the Boche is beaten. At 1900 hours we meet the Brigadier 
and he tells us that we have put up a good fight, but we will 
have to surrender owing to the men being worn out, lack of 
air support and ammunition. The men cannot believe it, 
and want to fight on, but it is no good.

The company commander falls in the company, tells us 
what a good fight we have put up and not to say anything 
more than name, rank and number; and it’s every man’s job to get away if possible.

We then go back to the company area. One officer, two 
other ranks and myself set off in an' open boat and after 
spending 30 hours at sea make land.

To this report I will add two notes. Throughout the 
battle the spirit of the British troops was high, which makes 
one feel proud to be an Englishman. Never before have I seen 
men fight and show so much guts as they did in' those five days of battle.

My company commander was shot in the legs in the open
ing stages of the battle, but he would not give in until the 
surrender. It was through his courage and good leadership 
that the company did so well an’d only suffered slight losses. 
He was a great man and no word of praise is too high for him.

EYES RIGHT NOTICE^
If you want your Evening Wear, 
Sports Wear, or in fact anything 
Laundered expertly, send to the

Maidstone & District Laundry Go., Ltd.
Loose Road, Maidstone.

T e le p h o n e : M a id s ton e  3020
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THE QUEEN’S OWN 
PAST & PRESENT ASSOCIATION

CHATHAM BRANCH
Meetings of Chatham Branch were held at the Drill Hall, 

on September 2nd and October 7th, about 30 members 
attending. Owing to resignation of Chairman due to late 
working hours, Mr. Thompson (Tommo to some) was elected 
to fill the vacancy (or partly fill it) and we think he will 
prove quite capable so long as Tug Wilson keeps an eye on 
him. Anyhow, Punishment is his second name so he can 
probably take it. He was married on October 22nd (no brick
bats, by request). Mr. Read was elected to the Committee 
in his place. The post of Honorary Correspondent also fell 
vacant and, as I am stationed at Maidstone, it was thought 
the postage account might benefit if I were elected and as 
Standard Bearers have so little to do, here am I landed and 
hoping the Editor will not be too hard on me.

The Branch was pleased to welcome our President, Major 
R. W. Brothers, to the October Meeting. The boys would like 
to see him at each meeting, but circumstances over which he 
has no control prevent this, so he turns up as often as 
possible. The Branch, owing to the capable organising ability 
of Joe Wright, held a very successful outing on September 
8th, when three coach loads did a tour of East Kent, visit
ing Canterbury, Whitstable, Heme Bay and Oare. A vote of 
thanks was accorded Joe for his splendid effort, also the 
Secretary and members of the Committee for their share of 
the donkey-work. Apropos social activity, when travel and 
better supplies of “milk” are available, inter-visits between 
Branches might be considered and indoor games arranged 
where facilities are available. A iittle friendly rivalry is all 
to the good and we shall get to know each other better. The 
Annual Reunion gives us a godd lead in this direction, so 
what about it Branch Secretaries? Get the idea discussed in 
your meetings. I don’t think you will have much opposition, 
if any. Some of the Deptford Branch comrades mooted the 
idea at Maidstone in July, but don’t blame me if such lively 
interest in the P. and P. Association causes a rush of new 
members. Chatham Branch sends greetings to all Branches 
and to all serving in The Queen’s Own.

G. H. Anchors.

11th BN. THE Q.O.R.W.K. REGIMENT, 1914-18
The first General Meeting since the War was held by the 

Association of the 11th (Lewisham) Battalion The Queen’s 
Own Royal West Kent Regiment, on Saturday, 2nd November, 
at the Prince Alfred, Tufton Street, S-W. Although meetings 
were not held during the war, and the Association has lost 
touch with many members, over 50 attended this meeting. 
The Chair was taken by Captain T. Rooney, M.C., and he was 
supported by the President, Lt.-Col. A. C. Corfe, D.S.O., and 
the Vice-Chairman, Captain R. Maltby, M.C.

The Chairman stated that there was no doubt that the 
Association had become very active again—over 100 had paid 
subscriptions, and it was hoped that many more would get 
in touch with the Hon. Secretary again. It was most gratify
ing to see so many who travelled long distances to be 
present, and particularly Major R. G. Rogers, who had come 
from Cheshire, and who had not met his old comrades since 
1917. The Chairman referred to the loss the 'Association 
had suffered by the death of Mr. W. G. Pinnigar, late Hon. 
Assistant Secretary, and Sir Eric Salmon, M.C., a former officer 
of the Battalion, who had taken such an active interest in 
the Association since it was formed.

The Committee and Officials elected for the ensuing year 
were as follows:— President—Lt.-Col. A. C. Corfe, D.S.O.; 
Vice-Presidents—The Mayor of Lewisham, Maj. J. C. Beadle, 
M.C., Maj. A. J. Jimenez, M.C., J. Hayley, Esq., M.C., D.C.M., 
Lt.-Col. F. J. Spranger, M.A., O.B.E., Col. D. J. Dean, V.C.,
T.D., L. W. Dawson, Capt. C. F. Hall, Capt. T. Rooney, M.C.; 
Chairman—Capt. r . Maltby, M.O.; Vice-Chairman1—Mr. l . W. 
Dawson; Committee—Capt. T. Rooney, M.C., Capt. C. F. Hall, 
Messrs. L. G. Eves, A. E. Grant, A. C. Mee, R. C. Jenkins and 
J. Woodhall; Hon. Treasurer—Capt. R. O. Russell, M.C.; Hon. 
Secretary—Mr. L. W. Dawson; Hon. Assistant Secretary— 
Mr. S. H. Lewis; Hon. Auditors—H. J. Hayward, Esq., M.C., 
G. A. Stark.

All those interested and who have not renewed their 
membership should write to the Hon. Secretary, Mr. L. W. 
Dawson', 6, Bramley Way, West Wickham, Kent.

THE ROOKIES’ LAMENT

About some stars I was informed,
Not film, stage or uniformed.
But stars of value priceless gold 
Of increased pay—unknown of old.
Some said 3 stare I must surely be.
While others replied not like.. .ly!
Your service and Specialist you must add; 
Your work and character must not be bad.
A Marksman also you must be,
On Bren, Rifle and L.M.G.
Your barrack-room be spick and span.
In all—a really Super-man.
Ah well, perhaps it’s nbt for me,
A Soldier, of stars envied 3;
I wonder can I make stars 2,
With my qualifications few?
But once again the test is hard,
Just plain soldiering—nothing barred;
Drill parades, and guards for all,
Always at Sgt. Major’s call.
Upon one star I surely count,
The Army difficulties I surmount,
Altho’ I’m not a Soldier bold.
At least I do what I am told!
To my C.O. then I wo.uld say,
Please kind sir, do not dismay!
If one star you’ll kindly give—
To the standard I’ll try and live.
Your confidence I must not shake.
In the soldier you intend to make;
From where I came you surely know— 
Kind “Civvy Street,” not long ago.

G. J.

Maidstone's Safest Milk ! I
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All Orders promptly executed•
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and a Hew tyeaA

w ish  a e e

Christmas

TE6itorial
It is with deep regret that we record the passing of 

one of our old Chelsea Pensioners, Sgt. C. Relf. He was 
buried with full military honours in Maidstone Cemetery. 
A report and photograph of the funeral will be found 
elsewhere in this issue.

IS ts ' ss «8
Many new subscribers are asking for back copies of 

the “Queen’s Own” Gazette from January, 1946, onwards. 
For economy, only the bare minimum number of copies are 
normally printed, and for this reason a number of 1946 
issues are no& out of stock. We feel sure that many units 
and individuals will have back numbers which they have 
finished with and would be most grateful if they would 
send them to the Editor, who will see that they are put 
to good use.

"  . iS Sg IS
Wreaths were placed on the Maidstone Town War 

Memorial and also on the Regimental Cenotaph on behalf 
o f the Past and Present Association on “Remembrance 
Day,” Sunday, 10th November.

IS MS «S !S
We are pleased to record visits during the month 

from : —
Major M. R. L. Grove, M.C., who is home on leave 

from Palestine.
Lt.-Col. I. R. Lovell, who is on short leave, is com

manding a Prisoner-of-War Camp.
IS tg ts 5g

We congratulate Major-General W. P. Oliver, O.B.E., 
on having the honour to be awarded an American decora
tion:— The Legion of Merit (Commander Degree).

A photograph of the presentation will be found else
where in this issue.

We have received the following addresses and present 
appointments of officers: —

Major W. E. F. Tuffill, British Advisory Military Mis
sion to Iraqi Army, Air H.Q., R.A.F., Iraq Command.

Major Pi C. M. Buckle, D.A.A.G., H.Q., 46 Division, 
C.M.F.

Major M. R. L. Grove, M.C., who is home on leave 
from the Middle East, will be returning as D.A.A.Q.M.G., 
of a Division forming in the Middle East.

*  «6 is K
The Editor acknowledges with thanks receipt o f the 

•following journals: —
The R.AiS.C. Journal.
The Dragon.
The St. George’s Gazette.
The Tank.
The R.A.O.C. Journal.

MS KE IS tS
SUBSCRIPTIONS

In future it is proposed to insert in the Gazette a slip 
reminding each subscriber that his subscriptions for the 
ensuing year is due. The next issue of the Gazette will be 
forwarded, and if the subscription has not been received 
by the time the following issue is due to be posted, it 
will be assumed that the subscriber wishes to discontinue 
his subscription. In the case of overseas subscribers, due 
allowance will be made for postal delays.

It is confidently hoped that all subscribers will con
tinue to give the “Queen’s Own” Gazette their support.

Subscription rates: —
Officers, 9/- per annum, post free.
Other Ranks, 5/- per annum, post free.
Single copies, 5d., post free.
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49, Courtenay Road,
Maidstone.

Dear Sir, November 9th, 1946.
The article re-produced from the “Chatham Observer,” 

which appeared in the September issue of the “Gazette," 
regarding the career of Mr. W. Williams, made very interesting 
reading.

The episode re Mr. Winston Churchill at Wepener may 
be true. I served with the 2nd Bn. for 12 years after that 
date and this is the first time I have heard it mentioned.

The term “Starving Eighth" arose from the fact that we 
were on short commons most of the time spent in South 
Africa.

The Division left Edenburg on Easter Sunday, 1900, and 
never saw a railway line for 9 months. Owing to being out 
in the “blue,’’ convoys were scooped by the Boers before 
they reached us.

We lived on the land alright. For one period of nine 
weeks all we had was a cup of dry mealle flour per day, and 
often took a stroll of 20 miles a day, sometimes more.

We could not get any boots or clothes to replace those 
worn out. I wore an oat sack for several weeks; no hair cut 
or shave—we were scarecrows. In fact nearly everyone in 
the Bn. had a beard. I was among the worst cases sent 
down to Harrismith to refit. On arrival the party camped 
on the racecourse. Very soon everyone was practically naked 
searching for “live stock.” Suddenly the grass was set alight 
and inside 30 seconds everything went up in flames and we 
were left standing with nothing on; all equipment, blankets, 
etc., destroyed.

Reverting again to sh'ort rations. Christmas day at 
Frankfort, O.F.S. extra rations were issued : loz. cheese
between 4, one tin Libby’s bacon between 6. No tobacco had 
been seen for months, and we smoked grass and dried tea- 
leaves. Stories of this kind would fill many pages of the 
“Gazette." Perhaps those who served in this war will be 
surprised to know that most of the Bn. only had one pint 
of beer in two years. I was among the lucky ones who had 
two. One pint was given by Her late Majesty Queen Victoria 
to all troops on the field the Christmas before she died, and 
the other by Lt.-Gen. Alderson, Commanding Mounted 
Infantry to C Coy. and half Coy. F in Pretoria. I could 
go on for hours, but will now dry up with “Those were the 
Days.”

C. T. Stringer (Grat.).

79, Kingsmede,
Off Lindale Gardens, 

Blackpool,
Lancs.

Dear Sir, December 2nd, 1946.
Many thanks for publishing my letter and photographs 

in the November issue of The Queen’s Own Gazette. The. 
response to my offer of sending copies to ex-Sixth Bn. mem
bers has been terrific; in fact, the demand has far exceeded 
my present stock. To those of you who have not yet received 
a set of photos from me, may I add owing to the present 
scarcity of certain photographic material it may be a little 
while before I can complete your orders. However you can 
rest assured that all your requests will be dealt with as soon 
as possible.

Yours sincerely,
Edd Loader.

H.Q., B.T.A.
(“Q” Branch), 

C.M.F.
Dear Sir, November 17th, 1946.

I was very pleased, after doin'g a Staff Course at Sand
hurst last winter, to be sent to B.T.A. and to find myself In 
close proximity to what I believe the Germans considered 
to be our best Division—73—in which, as all members of The 
Queen’s Own will know, our 6th Bn. held a very high position.

Peter Buckle is also out here, and in fact I relieved him 
in my last Job. He is shortly going to the Staff College.

This must be one of the most beautiful places in Europe. 
A big lake, about 12 miles long and 1 wide, surrounded by 
hills with mountains in the back-ground. 'The ski-centres 
near here have just opened up, and one of them— the Gross 
Clockner, has the highest road in Europe going over it— 
about 10,000 ft. I motored over it in July, coming from 
Innsbruck to Klacenfurt—a 14 hours drive. I’m not certain

which was the more exhausted, myself or the old Humber 
staff dar, but it was well worth the effort; for there can be 
few lovelier views in the world.

I must stop wasting your time—if you’ve read as far as 
this.

Yours sincerely,
Harold E. Scott.

--------- ♦---------

MAJOR-GENERAL W. P. OLIVER, O.B.E., Chief of the 
General Staff, G.H.Q., Middle East Land Forces, being 
presented with the insignia of the Legion of Merit, Degree 
of Commander, by Colon'el W. K. McNown U.S. Military 
Attache in Cairo. General Oliver is the elder son of Capt. 
and Mrs. Pasfield Oliver, of Valence House, Sutton Valence,

-------- <.---------

GOLDEN WEDDING
13, Park Way.

Maidstone.
21/11/46

Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Outten celebrate their Golden Wedding 
at The Castle Hotel, On Christmas Day.

Mr. Outten was the last R.S.M. of The 50th Regt. Dist.
A native of Essex, he joined “The Queen’s Own” R.W.K. at 

Woolwich on 23rd May, 1887 and- was discharged 22nd May, 
1908, having served' 21 years (12 of which his wife shared 
with him).

He married at St. Michael’s Church on Christmas Day, 
1896, Ada, the second daughter of the late Mr. and Mrs. 
R. A. T. Skinner, of Maidstone.

Four of their five daughters were born in the Regiment.
They have 12 grand-children, two of whom are officers 

in the Royal Navy.
On leaving the Service, Mr. Outten went into the hotel 

business, retiring after 35 years on 25th May, 1943.
Although getting on in years, they both enjoy very good 

health and send hearty Christmas greetings to all “Friends,” 
old and new, of “The Queen’s Own” R.W.K. Regt.

LETTERS TO  THE EDITOR
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Promotions and Appointments
EXTRACTS FROM LONDON GAZETTE

The King has been graciously pleased to give orders for 
the following promotion, in, and appointments to, the Most 
Excellent Order of the British Empire, in recognition of 
gallant and distinguished services whilst engaged in Special 
Operations in South East Asia:.—

To be additional Members of Military Division of the 
said Most Excellent Order:—
Major (temp.) Arthur Stanley Thornton (156659)

Mentioned in recognition of gallant and distinguished ser
vices in the field:—
6346413 Cpl. J. F. Broadway.
5781469 L/Cpl. D. Gardner.
6345455 L/Cpl. J. W. Nicholson.
6347115 Pte. J. Pearse.

The following Officers are awarded the Efficiency Medal 
(Territorial):—
Lt. (T/Capt.) P. E. Winch (200936).
Lt. L. Waterhouse (126057).

ERRATA
The London Gazette (No. 37616) of 20th June, 1946, for 

No. 6451872 Pte. Ronald Douglas Banks, Royal West Kent Regt. 
(attached Commando Group), substitute:—
No. 6351872 Pte. Ronald Douglas Banks, Royal West Kent Regt. 

(attached Commando Group).
EXTRACTS FROM LONDON GAZETTE 

PROMOTIONS
Lt. G. U. Weymouth (138418) to be Capt., 19th Oct., 1946, with 

seniority 1st Juiy, 1946.
2/Lt. (War Subs. Capt.) Tan Hird Roper, M.C. (138428) from 

Emerg. Commn. to be Lt., 3Cth Nov., 1946, with seniority, 
22nd June, 1942.

COMMISSIONS
The undermentioned Cadets to be 2/Lts.:
14479771, William Alfred Morgan (372020), 21st Sept., 1946.
The notification regarding 2/Lt. (War Subs. Lt.) Douglas 

Collins (176331) in Gazette (Supplement) dated 16th Aug., 
1946, is cancelled.

RELINQUISHMENTS
War Subs. Lt. R. L. Cash (182350) relinquishes his commn., 

16th Aug., 1946, and is granted the hon. rank of Capt. 
War Subs. Lt. R. A. James (186230) relinquishes his commn. on 

on account of disability, 7th Nov., 1946, and is granted 
the hon. rank of Capt.

War Subs. Capt. E. H. Gwyn (57555) relinquishes his commn., 
15th July, 1946, and is granted the hon. rank of Maj.

---------♦---------
BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & DEATHS

BIRTHS
PHILLIPS.—On 17th October, 1946, at Gainsborough, to the 

wife of Pte. R. P. Phillips, a son; Leslie Graham.
IN MEMORIAM

ALLEN, R. S.—Capt., Q.O.R.W.K. Regt.—To the beloved memory 
of Dick, killed in action November 21st, 1943.

THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT.—In 
proud memory of the Officers and Men of the 6th Battalion, 
who fell in action in North Africa, Sicily and Italy.

HOWLETT.—In proud and perfect memory of Swifty, Brigadier 
Eernard Howlett, D.S.O., The Queen’s Own Royal West Kent 
Regiment, who fell in action on the Sangro, November 
29th, 1943.

— ----- 4---------
Subscription rates; —

Officers 9/- per annum, post free;
Other Ranks 5/- per annum, post free;
Single Copies 5d., post free.

R.W.K. MEMORIAL FUND
1939-1945

The Objects of the War Memorial Fund are:—
1. —To record on the Regimental Cenotaph in Maidstone, 

the number of all ranks who have fallen in this war.
2. —To inscribe in a book, to be kept in All Saints’ Church, 

Maidstone, the names of all who have lost their lives.
3. —To comoile a history of the Regiment during the war 

1939-45.
4. —Any balance remaining will be used for the benefit ol 

Past and Present members of the Regiment and their families 
in such ways as will be practical and useful.

Donations to the fund should be sent to the Hon. 
Treasurer, R.W.K. War Memorial Fund, Invicta Lines, Maidstone.

FOURTH LIST OF DONATIONS
£ s. d.

Balance brought forward Iron List Three 1203 5 10
Mis. L. H. Taylor .....................  1 1 0
Captain R. J. Galilee .......................  5 0 0
Captain R. H, Cale, M.C...................... 3 3 0
Captain N. D Mugford ..................... 1 1 0
Major P. J. R. Harris .....................  1 1 0
Major and Mrs. A. J. Thatcher .........  2 2 0
P.R.I., 1st Battalion, R.W. Kent Regt......  15 15 0
Lieut.-Colonel W. Wilberforce, D.S.O., M.C. 2 2 '0
Mrs. B. K. Tadman ...... : ...............  1 1 0
Lieut.-Colonel and Mrs. I. R. Loved ......  2 2 0
P.T.R. Holmes, Esa...........................  1 10 0
Lieut.-Colonel A. g'. S. Cobb, M.B.E.......  1 1 0
Major H. E. Scott .......................... 3 3 0

£1,246 7 10
------->-------

500 ROYAL WEST KENTS SAVED INDIA
ARMY CHAPLAIN’S TRIBUTE TO THEIR BRAVERY 

AT KOHIMA
Freaching at the Remembrance Day service at Dartford 

Parish Church on Sunday, the Rev. L. E. M. Claxton, senior 
chaplain to the Forces, said Kohima was a place in’ which 
Dartford should take a special interest.

"It should make every Kent man glow with pride, because 
it was there that the Japanese invasion of India in 1944 was 
halted by one Bn.—the 4th Bn. of The Queen’s Own Royal 
West Kents.”

Mr. Claxton’ served in several theatres of war and in the 
Burma campaign received the M.C. for gallant and distin
guished service.

The West Kents, he said, had been iiown in hurriedly 
to stop the rat. Kohima was not- heavily defended, yet lor 
14 days the West Kents held the little hill' known as Summer 
House Hill.

The Japanese were all round them. What supplies they 
had were dropped to them.

They were attacked again and again in a manner m 
which only the Japanese in their fanatical way could attack, 
ihsv were not able to evacuate the casualties.

It was a case of 500 against 20,000, but there they stayed.
Had it not been for their heroic stand there could be 

little doubt that the Japanese would have captured the vital 
supply base and this would have led to the railway line. 
It was difficult to see how the Japs could have avoided cap
turing India.

A WOODEN CROSS
The West Kents had put up a plain’ wooden cross to their 

fallen comrades, and anyone who had friends or relations who 
lost their lives there would be glad to know there could be 
no more lovely resting place in’ the world.

SITUATIONS VACANT
CHAUFFEUR-GARDENER REQUIRED.—2 bedroom cottage 

provided adjoining house. Running repairs and driver of 
small cars; some gardening experience to work under Head 
Gardener. Wife to help in house. Bus passes end of drive. 
Wages to be arranged.—Major A. E. CAMPBELL HARRIS, 
Spring Grove, Wye, Ashford, Kent.
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Men who served in the 6th Bn. Queen’s Own Royal West 
Kent Regiment, in 1914-1919 and 1939-46, met at the seventh 
annual Old Comrades’ Association reunion dinner, at the 
William Morris Hall, Bromley, on Saturday. Captain Sir 
Gerald Hodgson presided. Supporting were, among others, 
Lt.-Col. B. Delrates, Maj. S. E. Lewis, Maj. P. L. Clark. Capt. 
P. H. Austin, Capt. Norman' Smithers, M.C., Capt. P. C. T. 
Godley, Capt. F. Ellis, Capt. G. Flight, Capt. J. A. Niston, 
and Capt. Leslie Pyrke, hon. secretary ol the O.C.A., Lt. M. H. 
Hibbert, D.C.M., Lt. W. Uden, Lt. V. S. Leather, assistant 
secretary. Others present were Messrs. A. V. Smith, Bass, 
Attwood, Davey, Sayers, Davies and Collins.

The President recalled that the 0.C.A. of the 6th Service 
Bn. was formed in 1932, when four men' met with the object 
of holding an annual reunion of men who had served, and 
to arrange for an an'nual pilgrimage to Maidstone. The O.C.A. 
could never have started or grown as it had, but for the 
hard work put in by Major Leslie Pyrke. He had been the 
leading spirit throughout, and they could not thank him too 
much for all he had done. They had also to thank Mr. 
Leather for his work as assistant hon’. secretary.

These reunions continued up to 1938, when activity ceased 
on account of the war, so that this was the first reunion 
since that year.

In July last, the old Association was resuscitated, and it 
was decided that all ex-members of the new 6th Bn.’ should 
be invited to join the Association.

It was decided to delete the word "service” from the 
title of the Association, and a subscription of 2s. 6d. a year 
was agreed upon. The officers were re-elected as was the 
committee with the addition of three members from the new 
6th Bn. Mr. Jack Jones continues as treasurer.

Following dinner, "Absent Comrades,” proposed by the 
President, was honoured in silence, with especial reference to 
the memory of Colonel W. Dawson and Brigadier Howlett.

REGIMENT HELD HIGH
“The Regiment ' was proposed by Lt.-Col. G. Defrates,

D.S.O., M.C. He thanked the members of the old 6th Bn. 
in inviting those of the new 6th of the 1939-45 war to 
become members. He had close knowledge of the 1st and 
5th Bns., and there were no finer Bns. in their Regt. The 
4th Bn. carried all before it in: Burma, With the 6th Bn. 
he was on his own ground, and he assured them that the 
6th was brilliant in the last war. The Regt. was held high 
by other units. His service with the Regt. extended for six 
years, and he looked back on that time as something extra
ordinary. He had been in civil life again si£ months, but 
there was nothing quite like that life. They found comrade
ship and friendship they could never forget. It was vital 
that they should be maintained.

Acknowledging, Capt. P. H. Austin said he had had ten 
years’ service with the Regt. He had served in' every Bn. 
except the 4th and 5th. The Regt. after all was the parent 
of all the Bns., and as such they must remember the glories 
which each individual Bn. had gained during the two wars. 
They had gained these glories by remembering the traditions 
that soldiers in the past had built up, an'd setting that as a target.

The Army was now passing through a period of transition, 
and he felt that unless they were very careful the change 
would be so great that some of the glories of the Army 
might be forgotten. He felt that gatherings of that nature 
made them realise that they belonged to a very fine body. 
He thanked them on behalf of the Regt. of their day, Ills day, and the Regt. of all time.

During the remainder of the evening old comrades enjoyed 
a chat over old times in the Bn., and a sin'g song.

--------- f ---------
I'LL TAKE MY .STAND

Sour old Thaddeus Stevens once arrived late at a hearing 
of the committee on elections. The two speakers engaged in 
violent debate were Unknown to him, so he asked a friend, 
“Who are these men, and what’s the point?”

“There's not much point in it,” was the reply. “They’re 
both damn scoundrels.”

“Well.” Stevens asked, “which is the Republican scoundrel? 
I want to side with him.”

A full military funeral was accorded on Tuesday to Sgt. 
Charles Reli, a cnelsea pensioner, who died in the Military 
Hospital, Harming, at the age of 79.

When the Royal Hospital, Chelsea was bombed early in 
the war, Sgt. Relf was attacned to the Regiment in Invicta 
Lines, Maidstone, and he liked conditions there so much that 
when he was notified that iresh accommodation was available 
at cnelsea he successfully applied to remain in Maidstone.

Many Maidstone people knew him. He was one of the two 
Chelsea pensioners who always stood at the Maidstone Cenotaph 
during the memorial services.

ENLISTED IN R.W.K’s. IN 1885
Sgt. Relf enlisted in the Royal West Kent Regiment in 

1885 and served tor 16̂  years up to 1902. during wnich time 
he served m the Soucn Amcan War.

He enliscea in the R.A.M.C. in August, 1914 and was 
discharged in 1916. He again enlisted in 1919 and was finally 
discnargcd in 1920.

He held, among others, the King's-- and Queen's awards 
for 1899 and 1902, with clasps, and the 1914 Star (with Mons clasp).

H e became a permanent Chelsea In-Pensioner in' 1928 at 
the age of 61.

His lour sons have'all been regulars and with their father, 
hold a iamily service record of just on 120 years.

Interment was at the Cemetery following a service at All 
Saints’ Church, conducted by Canon A. O. Standen and the 
Rev. H. A. Moore, chaplain of The Queen’s Own' Royal West Kent Regiment.

BAND AND FIRING PARTY
The band of the R.W.K. Regt. attended, and sergeants 

formed the bearer party.
Buglers sounded Last Post and Reveille and a volley was 

fired over the grave.
The chief mourners were Mr. and Mrs. C. Relf, Mr. and 

Mrs. R. Relf (sons and daughters-in-law), Mr. and Mrs. A. 
Leese, 'Mrs. M. Matthews, Mr. and Mrs. E. Tanner, and Mr. 
and Mrs. F. Stevenson (sonfe-in-law and daughters), Mr. and 
Mrs. J. Woodhams (brother-in-law and sister), Mrs. E. Nell 
(sister), Mrs. G. Watson and daughter (sister and niece), Mrs.
E. Marshall (niece), and Mr. Marshall.

Also present were Major Eason, Capt. Love and Sgt.Major 
Rogers, representing The Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regt. 
and ex-Sgt.-Major J. H. Outten. representing the Old Comrades’ 
Association.

Among the many wreaths was one from Colonel R. Wolf 
Flanagan (ret.), a former commanding officer of the late Mr. Relf.

---------- -4-----------

THIS DID NOT HAPPEN AT PINE POINT %
Last week I ran across 12 bottles of prohibition vintage 

The case had been tucked out of sight and forgotten. My 
wife looked it over, then' she looked me over and told me to 
take them and pour the contents down the drain .. .‘or else.’ 

So I proceeded with the unpleasant task. I withdrew the 
cork from the first bottle and poured the contents down the 
sink, with the exception of on'e glass which I drank.

I extracted the cork from the second bottle and did like
wise, with the exception of one glass which I drank. I then 
withdrew the cork from the third bottle and emptied the 
contents down the sink, except a glass which I drank. I 
pulled the cork from the fourth sink and poured the bottle 
from the cork of the next and drank one sink out of the 
next glass and poured the cork down' the bottle.

I pulled the next cork out of my tlhroat, poured the 
sink down the bottle and drank the glass, then I corked the 
sink with the glass, bottled the drink and drank the four. 
When I had emptied everything I steadied the house with 
one hand and counted the bottles and corks and glasses with 
the other and there were 29. To make certain, I counted 
them again when they came by an'd I had 74. and as the 
house came by I counted them again and finally I had all 
the houses and bottles and corks and glasses except one 
house and one bottle which I drank.

I’m not under the alcoffluence of incohol, even if 1 
thinkle peep I am. I’m not as thunk as you drink, but fool 
so feelish. I don’t know who is me. and the drunker I stank 
here the longer I get 1
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: News from Battalions

I St BATTALION
October has proved to be a busy month lor the Bn., in 

view of the fact that a detachment has been dispatched .to 
Cairo to carry out public guard duties there. It was com
posed of A and S Coys, and was commanded by Major D. S. 
Scull. It relieved 1st Bn. Highland Light Infantry on 2nd 
October, and at the time of going to press has just returned 
to the Bn. at Suez. Ceremonial guards were provided for the 
G.O.C. and C.-in-C’s. residence, British Embassy and G.H.Q. 
The standard of turn-out and efficiency by dint of these 
duties had to be exceptionally high, and the experience thus 
gained from this type of duty has been invaluable to all 
ranks. Bn. H.Q. and H.Q. Coy. remained at Suez, but • visits 
from them were made to the detachment and thus an 
opportunity was taken to see Cairo.

The Bn. has received a number of reinforcements recently 
and as a result it has been possible to reform B Coy., and 
Capt. T. V. Upton, who has just returned from LIAP and 
SEWLROM, has assumed command. A further draft of rein
forcements is expected in the very near futute and it is 
hoped to be able to reform C Coy. within the next fortnight.

The next three months will see the Bn. busily engaged 
in intensive training, and a Bn. Exercise is shortly to be held, 
in which all ranks will have an opportunity of participating 
in and seeing the Bn. as it should operate in the field. The 
Exercise in question has been given the ambitious title of 
“Wackitt” III. Rumours as usual are still very rife about 
the length of our stay here and where our next station will 
be. In our next contribution, however, we should be able 
to present a more comprehensive picture about our future.

Lt.-Col. P. H. Macklin, O.B.E., is at present in' England 
attending a Course and enjoying a short period of leave, and 
we shall be welcoming him back in about a week’s time. 
During his absence the command of the Bn', has devolved 
upon Major D. N. Court. Several new officers have recently 
joined us from England; they are Capt. Harrison, Lt. Frost, 
2/Lts. Pennells, Lewis-Barned an'd Hitching, and judging by 
their A/S Group numbers their expectation of life in the 
Army is reasonably assured and we trust that their stay with 
us will be a happy one.

Although we are now in the month of November it is 
still warm en'ough during the day to wear K.D., but it is 
chilly enough at night for battle-dress, and by the end of 
the month we should all be wearing serge.

The normal number of Other Ranks continue to go on 
Python an'd release and C.Q.M.S. Myland and Pidgeon, Sgts. 
Bennett, Ackroyd and Hill left us recently. We wish' them 
the best of luck on their return to civilian life.

It is fairly probable that we shall be spending Christmas 
in our present location an'd as in the past we shall no doubt 
enjoy ourselves to the full. On that note we say goodbye 
until next month.

“A” Company
The month of October was an eventful one for A Coy., 

sin’ce we were sent up to Cairo to provide numerous Guards.
There was a friendly rivalry with S Coy., who were also 

in the detachment; and a high standard of turnout resulted.
The Guards were frequently inspected by a number ot'

V.I.P’s., who were impressed by the smartness and alertness.
The Sgt.-Major was once again' tearing his hair out, con

tinually trying to find enough men for the rosters to work.
There was much more to see and do in Cairo than in 

Suez, but expenses proved very high, and sleep very necessary, 
so nights out were few and far between for most of us.

There were some excellent tours arranged, and large num
bers visited the Pyramids, the Blue Mosques, and the bazaars, 
and a good time was had by all.

We were inveigled into riding camels and horses, buying 
bottles of scent, and having our photographs taken,

And now, with the month over, we are ready to go back 
to Suez, where we will be getting down to it in earnest with 
extensive training programme.

And so we’ll close n'ow, wishing a Merry Christmas to all 
ex-members of A Coy. now back in Blighty.

“B” Company
After being in a state of suspended animation since July 

of this year, B Coy. was re-formed on 20th October with a 
nucleus of Officers and N.C.O’s. from A and S Coys.

Captain R. W. Harrison was appointed to command the 
Coy., with Lts. Frost, Pennells and Hltchings as Platoon 
Commanders.

Much valuable spade work had been put in by Lt. Frost 
and A/C.Q.M.S. Grimmer prior to the Coy. being formed, and 
the quick passage of the Coy. from its infancy to adolescen'ce 
was in a large measure due to their eiforts.

The Coy. was not yet through its teething stage, how
ever, before the powers that be decided to despatch to 
Palestine on a P.T. Course one of the Platoon Commanders. 
Is it true that a- claim for damages is being preferred against 
the Government for despatching on a strenuous P.T. Course 
an "unhardened” Officer?

Sgt. Leach is discharging his duties as A/C.S.M. with 
zeal and efficiency (and rumour has it that he has co-opted 
the assistance of a “cat-o’-riine-tails”). Perhaps by the time 
we go to press B Coy. will have celebrated his promotion.

Our congratulation's are extended to Sgt. Grimmer on 
being promoted to C.Q.M.S. His promotion has undoubtedly 
cost him a lot in the way of “midnight oil,” and we hope he 
will continue to serve the Coy. as willingly and ably as he 
has started. . -

Cosmopolitan as the Coy. may be (we have representa
tives from The Buffs (Danes), East Surreys, Essex and Ox. 
and Bucks.) the Coy. spirit is at a very high level and great 
hopes are entertained of the Coy. being second to none in the 
Bn. We welcome to the Bn. those personnel of other Regts. 
who have joined us, and hope their stay with us will be a 
long and happy one. If the Demob. Statement issued by 
G.H.Q. M.E.L.F., about Release is true, we have no doubt their 
stay will be a long one.

To date the Coy. has not formed its own soccer team, 
although various members of the Coy. have contributed in 
a large measure to the success of the Bn. teams in' sporting 
circles. Perhaps in December we may be able to report some 
outstanding Coy. achievements in the Bn. Leagues, but until 
then, the Coy. must of necessity confine its activities to 
maturing in full manhood.

Vires Acquirit Eundo.

Support Company
May I open our monthly contribution with hearty con

gratulations to the many new members of “Support” Coy., 
many of whom were cross-posted from other regiments, but 
who have nevertheless, shewn' by their keenness and 
enthusiasm their willingness to get their teeth into any
thing.

The percentage of "new blood” is 63.3%, and the results 
so far have proved very gratifying to the old ’uns, who’ve 
had to set the pace in the past, but who now perhaps, at 
times, may be found a little breathless.

Why the odd .3% should have crept into the Coy. is a trifle 
obscure, perhaps a not too generous hand-out to help with 
the guards and fatigues, as the man-power shortage was always 
somewhat acute.

Training.—Owing to other more pressing calls on our ser
vices, we have not been able to get as much specialist work 
done as we would have wished, but everybody is now familiar 
with the Open Ranges, our main concentration is with the
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revised Rifle and L.M.G. Courses, which include a gas practice, 
and which also include much spluttering and rosy laces, as 
the hot weather doesn’t seem to combine so well.

Our duties have taken us into Cairo, where we have had 
the honour of mounting guard over the C.-in-C. and the 
G.O.C., M.E.L.F. Personal tributes by the foregoing have been 
paid to our Guards, which were earned on the standard of 
their turn-out and drill. .

Sports.—In the Brigade swimming events the Coy. was 
strongly represented by our champion Merman, Sgt. Bradbury, 
who did extremely well indeed, ■ ably supported by Pte. 
Collings. In the Bn. sports Sgt. Pickard made a name for 
himself in the long jump, Sgt. Nunn, C. won the discus with 
a good throw of 92ft. 6ins., while Ptes. Dee and Livermore 
were good all-rounders on the field. Special mention here for 
the Coy. Commander, Capt. C. P. Donoghue, M.C., who showed 
the young ’uns how by making a breezy second in the mile: 
rumours that he had a double for the third lap are 
unfounded. We’ve won all our Inter-Coy. football games 
except one. Full of beans over our successes we took on the 
Bata Shoe Coy., at the Arsenal Sports Ground, Cairo, and 
beat them 5-2.

Tours.—During our short spells off duty in Cairo this 
month we have been able to get around quite a bit and see 
something of what the tourists pay for. Attraction No. 1 is, 
I think, the Pyramids and Sphinx. We know now why the 
Ancients had to get right up in the sky away from it all, 
but even so, the sand gets everywhere. One solemn moment 
for me was in making the dark ascent up the steep inside 
of the Cheops Pyramid; somehow the long straggling file 
managed to get into step with the chorus of the “Volga Boat
men.” Then' there was the visit to the Zoo. and believe me, 
after all that they’d seen in the streets of Cairo, they said, 
"Wot! No camels?”

Entertainments have been of the luxury standard, air 
conditioned cinemas, at least that's what the notice said; 
quits a change after the big old wooden' shack at Suez.

Ali Baba, our trusty Egyptian guide, finally took his 
forty thieves to the Ali Mahomet Mosque, which is situated 
on the highest part of Cairo, where dusty ammo boots were 
carefully concealed in enormous canvas bootees before we 
were allowed to enter and view the ornate alabaster interior.

And so to the tune of “Old Soldiers never die, and the 
young ones keep coming up,” I’ll sign off, remembering all our 
old friends who set out for the fruits of “civvy street,” hoping 
that they have by this time found all that they hoped for, 
and more. C.H.B.

H.Q. Company
H.Q. Coy. memoranda this month should really be entitled 

"How we held the fort,” for that is precisely what we have 
been doing. Major P. J. R. Harris has been upholding the 
company’s reputation for efficiency and has seen that at no 
time did the wheels need oiling In addition to this our 
C.S.M. rose to the dizzy heights of A/R.S.M. and he has daily 
grappled with the strenuous dut.es covettmg that rank as 
well as his normal activities. Thanks to his participation 
many a person whose duties has normally rendered him immune 
from regimental duties has found himself on the roll 101 
fatigues and guards.

Coy. H.Q. staff are, in spite of a busy month, still at it, 
■•“Chief clerk” Hedger surrounded by hedges of ‘‘bumf” is now 
well established. Our coy. storeman', Les Coleman, and Bob 
“Pytaon happy” Welton and coy. cierk L/Cpl. Langnsh, the 
able assistants of C/Sgt. Levy, have been busy attending to 
the wants of all those left behind in Suez. The company run
ner, Eric “Crawler” Joyce, eagerly awaits the day when he 
collects his bike from the stores and saves his worn out (?) 
feet. The company orderly Sgt., Cpl. “Otto” Outtrim, has a pet 
which not many know of; it’s a lark, and he gets up with it 
every morning.

Many familiar faces are still gradually disappearing from 
the company as Release and Python claim them, amongst these 
being C/Sgt. Geoff Pidgeon who, despite ardent efforts by the
Q.M. and Coy. Commander, failed to sign on the dotted line. 
We hope that he managed to convince the customs that the bottle 
with the silver paper contained water; we are given to under
stand that a special boat has been chartered to take home his 
M.F.O. packages. Sgt. Sid Hill, our Stafford wonder, acccom- 
panied C/Sgt. Pidgeon on exercise “Blighty” and We hope we 
shall receive “Signals" from him. Amongst others with them 
were “Farmer Rommel” Robins, Steve “R.V.P.” Naish ana 
Curly Colverson. We wish them, and the many others that 
have left us, all the joys and thrills of “civvy’’ life.

We congratulate all those who have recently been promoted,

amongst these being C/Sgt. Julie Levy, who has come from 
that venerable institution the Q.M. Stores; and we can now 
appreciate his connections there. However, we must dispel 
the current rumour that the company stores are being renamed 
“I Fittem’s Marine Store.”

Football is now in full swing and of late we have played 
many matches. Owing to the detachment being at Cairo, the 
company team has been the main stay of the Bn. team, and 
have acquitted themselves well. The company has also been 
well represented in the Bn. swimming team which won 7th Bde. swimming gala.

We welcome major D. S. Scull back to the company from 
his arduous experiences in Cairo. Lt. Farrar has left the 
company and is now busy swotting on a R'.S.l. Sburse at Gaza. 
In ms aosence Lt. Davey nas la.-mn over me signal platoon.

At the moment we are taking it easy for a short while 
and we arc preparing for the intensive framing that lies ahc-aa.

LR/S./303.
M.T. Platoon

Calling all Grease Monkeys.
There .have been quite a few changes in the section 

since we last went to press. Owing to the Release Groups, 
we are losing a lot of the old faces, amongst them being 
(Termite) Cussons, (Curly) Colverson, (Swede) Robbins.

We take the opportunity of welcoming the n'ew drivers into 
the section, and we hope their stay will be a pleasant one. 
"Sadie” Sadler is still going strong in his make-believe test 
pilot suit (white overalls). Mr. Roberts P.U. and Morris 
utility, is still with us, the latter being a miracle to all 
on the M.T. We also regret the loss oi the one and only 
(9d. on the clock) Taxi driver Sgt. Bradley, who was called 
home on Llap. Cpl. Tally Olsen' is still sticking to the job 
in the M.T. Office and still giving big gaffs on Arnhem.

Quite a few of the old drivers have returned to the Suez 
area after their month of wine, women and peanuts, in 
Cairo and iind it quite a job to settle down now to some 
honest work. The R.E.M.E. Dynamo Kings are working the 
Tech. Stores to a shadow by taking the only stores they 
possessed (Brushes, sweep). We take the opportunity of 
welcoming (Road test) Sgt. Wilson; he doesn’t care less. Yet 
another miracle has happened—the petrol point has still 
retained its manager (Two Hundred Gallons Down) L/Cpl. Payne.

Well! owing to the very heavy strain on transport and 
the lack of paper we will have to close now until next month.

The Signal Section
Since we have been in Egypt we have been' leading as 

peaceful a life as possible and waiting for “the day.” Sgt. 
Syd Hill is our latest member to iind the way, but he is 
the last for some groups now. Eleven of us are getting “Liap 
happy,” however, including Mick Masters, Tony Haines and 
“Colonel” Lynn, who are hoping to be borne for Christmas.

The platoon has increased in strength lately with the 
return oi “Picollo” Bowden', Harry Eldridge and “Colonel” 
Lunn from duty with Cairo detachment, and also with Terry 
Walchus from hospital after a successful foot operation. The 
new chaps who have joined the platoon last month have 
successfully finished a short course and are now pausing for 
breath before starting further training, which is expected to 
end with their classification.

Jeff Tibbitts, being short of D.R. runs, is passing the 
time decorating the camp with multi-coloured signs and 
adverts. He has also found time to win first prize In a 
competition for the design of a Bn. Christmas Card.

It seems that our life Is to be disturbed in the near 
future by training. We have had a foretaste of it and even a 
scheme, but have been promised bigger and better things to 
come. Still we all expect to survive this trouble, and borne 
up by thoughts of Liap we will await with confidence the arrival of “the day.”

I Section
Situated in the shadow of the Signal Exchange is the 

hub of the Bn. known to some as Intelligence Tent. This 
was erected owing to the overflow from the main office caused 
by new members, whom we welcome to the fold.

Our I.O., Lt. Myerson, is to be congratulated on his recent 
promotion and he now eagerly awaits Liap.

There are two trains of thought as to whether to sym
pathise or congratulate Pte. Stanley of our section', who now 
lies between white sheets in a Cairo hospital.

In our present mood of meditation we wistfully remember
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another member of the section, the noble Joe Smouton, who 
gave all for his country in the form of several feet of hair, 
forcibly removed after a slight misunderstanding with the au
thorities. The statement claiming he tripped over it while Guard 
Mounting is false. It’s a well recognised fact that it got 
entangled with the bolt while Arms were being inspected.

We would like to take the opportunity of welcoming Pte. 
Burns into the section. This is a happy event as he can both 
read and write.

In true democratic spirit, we are now in training with 
the rest of the Bn.

The location of the I office is at present withheld to 
enable this to pass unclassified. Acorn Juniors.

Regimental Aid Post
At last the R.A.P. breaks the silence, giving a report 

of our activities during our stay in this land of sand.
At the moment of going to press morale is very low 

owing to the slow-up of demob. Especially Nick "It could 
happen to anybody” Sam who is in 50 group and was expect
ing to join his Greek Goddess early in the new year, our 
sympathies go to you, Nick; roll on Python.

The office is being kept together very ably by L/Cpl. 
“Wog” Luptofi, with the assistance of the inevitable Doc “Mighty” 
Atom” Wilkes. Hie treatment room is keeping “Pill Pedler” 
Kent an'd “Slushen” Joe very busy, while “Tear along” Appleby 
is playing nurse maid in the sick bay.

We send our best regards to the one and only Sgt. Ken 
Ackroyd and Sams better half George, who have gone to 
take up practice in "civvy street” (quack, quack). Also we 
send our best wishes to our star footballer “Darky.” We 
heartily welcome our newcomer, Johnny Creasey, and we hope 
his-stay will be a happy and long one (It will. Wot 64 Group).

At the moment Cpi. Salmon is doing his nut about a S.B. 
course starting soon. His one man carries would put a 
wrestler in the shade. Pick up thy stretcher and scram, 
Sam. We’ll say cheerio till next time. Treatment times as 
usual. The Kill or Cure Boys.

SPORT
During October, football has come into the limelight, as 

has hockey for a few.
Lt. Hogben, our keen soccer fan, has produced a very 

equally balanced team which has played well together. As 
the Bn. has been split up between Suez and Cairo we could 
not always field our best team, but nevertheless we seem to 
have proved our worth. We are glad to have back in our

team Cpi. Biggerstafl, who has returned from U.K. from a 
course. (We congratulate him on being signed on for Gilling
ham—after demob!!). L/Cpl. Wallis, our chief goal scorer, 
is in fine form. Good luck and keep it up.

October has also seen both the 3rd Div. Athletic and 
Swimming meetings, at which The Queen's Own were well 
represented. Our fortune in the athletics was not so good 
as had been expected, although we must congratulate Lts. 
Frost. Harrison and Rennison, an’d Pte. Revell for their fine 
display in the Inter-Unit Medley Relay, not only winning the 
event at the Brigade Sports, but in reaching the finals at 
the Divisional Sports; there L/Cpl. (Darkie) Fuller took Lt. 
Aennison’s place.

Special mention must be made to the Bn. Swimming 
Team, who won the Brigade Swimming Sports at the Garrison 
Swimming Pool late in October, by beating the H.L.I. by one 
point. The Bn. Relay Team again reached the finals of the 
Divisional Inter-Unit Medley Relay and came fourth. Our 
congratulations go to L/Cpl. Sampson, Ptes. Kenyon and 
Colliiigs. It was unfortunate that Sgt. Kill was in hospital, 
but we hope he will be discharged in time to swim for 
the Army, Egypt, against the R.A.F., Egypt, early in November.

Hockey has not started properly in the Bn. yet, although 
Major Harris and C/Sgt..Levy have represented the Bn. in 
two of the Brigade matches. In the Brigade trial match 
The ‘Queen’s Own’ were well to the fore and besides the 
two already mentioned such well-kn'own personalities as 
C.S.M. ‘Father’ Relf, Sgt. ‘Kutch’ Nunn, Sgt. ‘Billy’ Woods 
and Pte. ‘Number Please’ Masters impressed the Brigade 
Selection Committee. Good luck to you. ‘Hockey-Cockeys’!

Sergeants’ Mess
Together with the Detachment, the Sgts.’ Mess went to 

town last month quite literally. The fortunates who went 
with the Detachment (though with continual guards some 
began to wonder whether they were fortunate), found their 
stay in Cairo a welcome change from the ‘desert’ life at 
Suez. The unfortunate few who had to stay behind had the 
consolation of visiting us at the week-ends.

During our stay we had many convivial evenings in other 
Messes in the neighbourhood, and we were happy to have 
them with us in our Mess on occasions.

The highlights of our period spent in Cairo were two 
social evenings. These caused days of feverish preparation 
—the plain! whitewashed Mess took on the appearance of a 
tropical jungle, with glimpses of Stella through the massed 
foliage." Weeks before (it seemed a long time anyway), we 
went on half bread ration to provide the necessary sandwiches.

The cook performed wonders with the small amount of 
rations in fat, etc., and this is as good a place as any for 
us to convey our thanks for the glittering array of cakes and 
pastries. On each occasion we managed to get a four piece 
band for the purpose of providing music whilst we danced 
with the A.T.S. from the nearby camp in the Garrison.

These evenings proved a great success. C/Sgt. Redgell 
determined there wasn’t to be a dull moment, even if he 
had to dress up as a ‘wog’ and lead the Conga!

We held the second social to give a good send-off to our 
latest recruits for “nivvy street.” With C/Sgts. Myland and 
Pidgeon, and Sgts. Benn'et, Ackroyd and Hill we send our 
wannest wishes for the future.

Now we are back at Suez again things seem a lot quieter, 
but thoughts of Xmas promise to sustain our spirits. Ed.

!S Jg SS 85

2nd BATTALION
This month the chief event has been the arrival of many 

new officers. The Bn. for many months has been seriously 
short of officers. In the past, Coys, could never boast more 
than one or two officers per Coy. Now each Coy. is in the 
happy state of possessing at least four. In addition', new 
intakes have swelled the ranks of the Bn., so that more men* 
are available for Bn. commitments. We therefore welcome to 
the unit Capt; M. B. Jenkins. Lt. J. Spencer, Lt E. W. Wheler, 
Lt. J. A. Allen, Lt. T. H. S. Story, Lt. E. D. II. Hall, Lt. K. J. 
Pritchard. Lt. R. II. King and 2/Lts. P. V. Samson, E, R. 
Gregory, A. R. Roberts, R. W. Heal'd, W. P. Tomkins, G. Wade,
E. J. Hurley.

We also extend a warm welcome to Mrs. E. W. D. 
Western, Mrs. M. B. Rickcord and Mrs. E. W. Wheler. We 
hope their stay in Germany will be a very happy one.

This month the Bn. has been successful in the realm of 
sport. In the first round of the Army Rugby Union Challenge 
Cup we defeated H.Q. R.A.S.C. Guards uiv by 29-6. Only * 
8 officers were allowed to play, by the rules of this competi
tion. We also beat the 2nd Bn. The Northamptonshire Regt. 
in the Bde. Group Rugby Football Knock-out Competition by 
6-3. These two wins were quite good achievements because 
some of the team had very little experience of playing Rugby 
football before this season.

We have also managed to get together a hockey team, 
though this is not truly represenative of the Bn., as some 
of the members are either playing or practising rugger or 
soccer. However we nevertheless managed to defeat the 18 
L.A.A. very easily in a friendly match.
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On Sunday, November 10th, a Church Parade was held, 
and the whole Bn. marched from the barracks to the Cathedral 
in Brunswick for the commemoration service. The Cathedral 
was packed with people as the whole garrison attended the 
service in strength. The hymn's were well chosen and the 
service was very moving.

On October 18th and 19th an Inter-Coy. Boxing Com
petition took place. Some good lights took place, amongst 
the best being a fight between Pte. Battell of B Coy. ail'd Pte. 
Crawford of H.Q., which the latter won. B Coy excelled 
themselves in this competition by winning 10 fights, and .win
ning four of the six weights.

The first boar shoot of the season took place on November 
3rd. The Bn. has been allotted a large tract of forest on the 
foothills of the Harz mountains between Goslar and Seesen. 
about 20 miles in length. A party of 8 officers and 12 other 
ranks arrived at a little village caled Neukrug at 10 o’clock 
on a lovely sunny morning. For about 20 mins, we were 
guided by the “Forestmeister” and the German beaters up 
a winding track under the trees. The Forestmeister. who of 
course. knew every inch of the forest and the habits of the 
animals, then organised the positions of the 20 guns. We 
were spread out in a large | circle, of about half a mile in 
circumference, there being about 100 yards between each man, 
cordoning . off a considerable area of thick undergrowth. The 
German beaters then went- into the middle and drove the 
pig and deer out. As a result of this “beat” on'e vlry large 
wild boar was shot, of about 3001bs. in weight, one smaller 
boar, and two deer. We • then moved off and repeated this 
process in another part of the forest. No mm-p nigs w re 
shot this time, but a stag and two deer were killed. It was 
then time for lunch and we were guided downhill to a track 
winding through the woods, where we joined up with our 
transport and gratefully drank hot coffee or tea and sand
wiches. Directly after lunch a small party of beaters and 
driver moved off in a 15 cwt. truck to pick up the shot 
game. This was a difficult job. as there were few tracks in 
the forest, the slopes were steep in places, and the game, being 

, heavy, were difficult to drag far.
In the afternoon a long “beat” took place, which lasted 

about an hour. This time results were not so good, one deer 
and one fox only being killed. Foxes in Germany are much 
larger than the English variety, and the shooting of them is 
a normal custom. The beaters seemed very pleased that one 
had been shot, as they had been causing many casualties to 
poultry in the district. We hope we shall have more of these ' 
shoots, because, besides providing excellent sport, this form 
of rifle shooting is very good training. Most of the animals 
never stay still very long, and aiming must be accurate and 
quick. It also teaches the importance of silence, lack of 
movement and concealment.

.This month has seen the return to the Bn. of Capt. c. B. 
Rodger. We are very pleased to see him amongst us again. 
He has been an instructor at the 5th Div. Inf. Schopl most of 
the time the Bn. has been in the B A.O.R.

We have again said goodbye to more well-known person
alities on release, amongst whom have been Sgt Gaivin of 
the Sig. Pin. and Sgt. Elliott of D Coy. The latter is a real 
loss to the Bn., as he was an outstanding games player.

We were very pleased to receive a visit from the Regi
mental Band, under Bandmaster Jackson. They were only 
with us for a few days and then went off to Berlin. We are 
hoping that they will be back with us by Christmas.

M. M. Archer
SPORT

At the time of writing the Bn. is heavily engaged, or 
about to be engaged in various competitions. We have suc
cessfully surmounted our first-round obstacles in both the 
Army Football Cup and the Army Rugby Union Challenge Cup 
by defeating 2nd Northampton’s by 4-1 and H.Q. R.A.S.C. 
Gds. Div. by 29-6 respectively.

In our own 17 Inf. Bde. and Bde. Gp. Competitions we 
have won our first-roun'd matches in both football and Rugby 
—against 2nd Northamptons in each case. In the football— 
decided by th’e goal aggregate of matches played both at 
home and away—we won by 7-3, while in the Rugby which 
was played at Brunswick, we were successful by 6-3. The 
“away” football match also decided the Army Football Cup 
First Round.By the end of November we shall have played 2nd 
Northamptons yet again in the first round of the Bde. and 
Bde. Gp. Hockey but, on 11th December, we ring changes 
by meeting 2nd S. Staffords in the first round of the Boxing. 
Capt. C. B. Rodger has been selected to play in a Corps 
Rugby Trial.

A more detailed account of our main activities is given 
below,

FOOTBALL
Brunswick Area League.—Matches continue to be played 

at tbo rate of o" p a day, and. a er°at. struggle is in r>roirvpsg 
between A and H.Q. Coys., for top place. The latest positions 
in the league take are given below : —

P. W. L. D. F. A. Pts.
A Coy..................... ___ 8 6 1 i 30 13 13H.Q. Coy................... ___7 5 0 2 29 9 12Sp. Coy.................... ___9 4 4 1 35 24 9
B Coy..................... ___ 8 2 4 2 11 16 6
D Cov...................... ___7 3 4 0 9 25 6
C Coy.....................'. ___ 8 2 6 0 12 25 4
121 Brit. Gen. Hosp. ... .....7 1 4 2 12 26 4

Bn. Matches.—The Bn. team has made a very successful 
start in the Bde. Group Competition, bv winning both their 
first round matches against the 2nd Northamptons, with a 
goal aggregate of 7-3.

A rather long injured list, however, has made it necessary 
to hunt for reserves, but in spite of this the standard of 
football has remained high.

In the second round of the Bde. Competition, the Bn. 
has been drawn against the Inns of Court, and we hope to be 
able to give the result in the next issue of the Q.O.G.

Reports of matches to date : —
1st leg, Brigade Group Competition.—2nd Northamptons 

versus 2nd R.W.K.; played at Gottingen, on 
Thursday, 24th October, 1946.

This game, played on a very slippery ground proved to 
be fast and exciting. Superior mid-field play by 2nd R.W.K. 
enabled them to gain the initiative in the first half and 
centre forward Sgt. Elliott scored two very good goals.

After the interval, 2nd Northamptons made several strong 
break-away efforts, and reduced the lead from one of these. 
It was not long, however, before 2nd R.W.K. again recovered 
their lead, and outside right. Cpl. Massev moving in to the 
centre, took the opportunity to score a great goal. The lead 
was furher increased a little later, bv outside left, Pte. Hughes, 
who deflected the ball past the goalkeeper from close range.

Result: 2nd Northamptons 1, 2nd R.W.K. 4 (Sgt. Elliott 
2, Cpl. Massev. Pte* Hughes).

2nd R.W.K. team : Goalkeeper—Pte. Agar. A; backs—Pte. 
Hathaway. Sp.; Pte. Cooper. A; half-backs—Cpl. Dimmick, B; 
C/Sgt. Wallis. D; L/Cpl. Brown, B; forwards—Cpl. Massey, 
H.Q.; Pte. Dawkins, Sp.; Sgt. Elliott, D; Cpl. Shorters, A; Pte. 
Hughes, Sp.

2nd leg. Brigade Group Competition.—2nd R.W.K. versus 
2nd Northamptons; played at Brunswick, on 
Tuesday, 29th October, 1946

This return match, played on the Eintracht Stadium, 
produced some very good football during the first half. 2nd
R.W.K. forwards were very dangerous and were n'ot, long in 
opening the score, through a great drive by Sgt. Elliott. The 
lead was further increased by the same player a little later, 
and then Pte. Hughes, after a great run. shot a goal to make 
the score 3-0. Just before the interval a defensive lanse on 
the part of the 2nd R.W.K. let the 2nd Northamptons’ forwards 
through to reduce the arrears.

The second half, in comparison to the first, proved of 
little interest to the spectators. Spasmodic raids by 2nd 
Northamptons were still maintained and they again reduced 
the lead from one of these.

Result : 2nd R.W.K. 3, 2nd Northamptons 2 (Sgt. Elliott 
2, Pte. Hughes).

2nd R.W.K. team ; Goalkeeper—Pte. Agar, A: backs—Pte. 
Hathaway. Sp.; Pte. Cooper, A; half-backs—Cpl. Dimmick. B; 
C/Sgt. Wallis. D: Pte. Dimascio. H.Q.; forwards—Cnl. Massey, 
H.Q.; Pte. Dawkins, Sp.; Sgt. Elliott, D; Pte, Howell, H.Q.; 
Pte. Hughes, Sp.

Friendly Match.—2nd R.W.K. versus 13/18th Royal
Hussars; played at Wolfenbuttel, on Saturday. 
26th October, 1946.

•A cold icy wind, which swept across the ground, pre
vented any good football to develop in this game. Making 
better headway than their opponents against these conditions, 
2nd R.W.K. took the lead through Sgt. Elliott mid-way 
through the first half. This lead was maintained until late 
in the second half, when Major Rich added a second goal, 
putting the ball well out of the goalkeeper’s reach from close 
range.

Result : 2nd R.W.K. 2, 13/18th Hussars 0 (Sgt.
Elliott, Major A. G. Rich).

2nd R.W.K. team : Goalkeeper—Pte. Agar, A; backs—Pte. 
Hathaway. Sp.; Pte. Cooper, A; halves—Major A. G. Rich, B; 
C/Sgt. Wallis, D (Capt.); L/Cpl. Brown, B; forwards—Cpl. 
Massey, H.Q.; Pte. Dawkin, Sp.; Sgt. Elliott, D; Pte, Howell, 
H.Q.; Pte. Hughes, Sp,
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Friendly Match.—2nd R.W.K. versus 18 L.A.A. Regt., R.A.;
played at Immen'dorf, on Saturday, 9th November, 
1946.The result. 2-2. was a fair result for a game which reached 

a very high standard. A greasy pitch made the ball difficult 
to control, and as a result, many passes went astray.

2nd R.W.K. took the lead early in the first half, through 
Pte. Kirk, and maintained it, until 18 L.A.A., after heavy 
pressure, equalised not long after half time. 18 L.A.A. took 
the lead just after this, but L/Cpl. McMillan again made the 
score level with a clever lob which eluded the goalkeeper and 
entered the far side of the net.

Result : 2nd R.W.K. 2, 18 L.A.A. 2 (Pte. Kirk, L/Cpl. 
McMillan).Team : Goalkeeper—Pte. Agar. A; backs—Pte. Hathaway, 
Sp.; C/Sgt. Wallis, D (Capt.); half-backs—Major A. G. Rich. 
B; L/Cpl. Brown, B; Pte. Pagett, B; forwards—Pte. Wade, ,C; 
L/Cpl. McMillan, H.Q.; Pte. Kirk, H.Q.; Pte. Howell, H..Q; 
Pte. Hughes, Sp.Sgt. Elliott and Cpl. Dimmick, who have departed on 
release, will be much missed in the Team.

RUGBY
2nd R.W.K. versus 18 L.A.A. Regt., R.A.

On Wednesday, 28th October, the Bn. XV. played a 
friendly game against 18 L.A.A. Regt., R.A. on their ground.

By arrangement with their Captain this was used as a 
trial game for our Bde. Group lirst-round match against • the 
2nd Bn. of the Northamptons Line Regiment, on the 30th of 
October, and at half time we re-arranged our team, bringing 
on four substitute players.The team showed a great advance on our first match 
(lost 21-0 to Inns of Court on 16th October) an'd the three- 
quarter line looked quite good, although the tackling was 
weak. The forwards did well, but the pack is still in need 
of some re-adjustment. Major Rich showed considerable 
promise as a wing forward.The game was very even, only one try bein'g scored. Lt. 
Allen after receiving a pass from Pte. O’Leary broke through 
and scored well out from the goal. The try was not converted.

The game gave the selectors valuable information and 
thanks are due to the 18 L.A.A. for their willing co-operation.

Score : The “Queen's Own” 3, 18 L.A.A. 0.
2nd R.W.K. versus 2nd Northamptons 

(17 Inf. Bde. Competition, 1st Round Match)
The game was played on The “Queen’s Own” ground and 

started at 1500 hours. The teams were evenly matched, but 
most of the play took place in the Northamptons’ half. This 
was due largely to The “Queen’s Own” forwards, who were 
heavier and worked together better than the Northamptons’.

However, the Northamptons’ backs were undoubtedly 
better than those of The “Queen’s Own,” but did not appear 
to have played together very much.

The “Queen’s Own” scored first, when the right wing 
thresquarter caught a loose kick and ran in to score. The 
Northamptons evened with a try after a very good three- 
quarter movement and lor some time the score stood at 3 
all, as neither try was converted.

The- “Queen's Own” scored the winning try just on "no
side”—their scrum half breaking through after a scrum 
close to the try line. This was not converted.

Score : The “Queen’s Own” 6. 2nd Bn. The Northampton
shire Regt. 3. The game was refereed by Capt. Sconce of the 
18 L.A.A. Regt., R.A.

For a good deal of the second half 2nd Northamptons, 
owing to an injury, played a man short. A second of their 
team was off the field for a short time with cramp.

2nd R.W.K. versus H.Q. R.A.S.C.. Gds. Div.
On Wednesday, 6th November, the Bn. team played H.Q. 

R.A.S.C., Guards Div. in the first round of the A.R.U. Challenge 
Gup. The match was played at Neuinunster. The “Que.n's Own" won 29-6.

From the first minutes of play there was no doubt as 
to which was the better team. The first try was scored by 
Pte. Prince, in the first few moments’ play, and the second 
followed soon after.

The "Queen’s Own" forwards were hooking the ball 
clearly, the threequarters were pissing it quickly, and there 
was always someone backing uo if a threcquafter broke 
through. Capt. Hunting, at fly half, was the originator of 
several sound movements and really got the backs going.

The R.AS.C. forwards managed to break through once 
during the first half, the half time score being 18-3.

Capt. Myers, The “Queen’s Own” full !v>ck. had very 
little to do, but came up with the threequarters and scored a try.

Among the forwards, Capts. Clarke and Rodger were 
always to the fore, and L/Cpl. Jackson scored a brilliant try, 
running from the haif-way line.

The R.A.S.C. forwards again scored once during the second 
half, to bring the final result to 29-6 Capt. Hunting con
verted four of our tries.

The'points were made up of : “Queen’s Own” 4 goals and 
3 tries; H.Q. R.A.S.C., Gds. Div.. 2 tries.

The “Queen’s Own” team consisted o f :— Capt. Myers, 
full back; Pte. Springett, Lt. Alen, Lt. Wheler, Cpl. Oliver, 
threequarter backs; Capt. Hunting, Capt. Marsh, half backs; 
Sgt. Schofield, Lt. Todd. Pte. Prince. L/Cpl. Jackson, Capt. 
Clarke, L/Cpl. Baker, Capt. Rodger, Pte. Devlin, forwards.

Tries scored by: Pte. Prince (2), Capt. Myers, Capt. 
Hunting, Pte. Springett, L/Cpl. Jackson, Capt. Marsh.

HOCKEY
A start has only just been made on the formation of the 

Bn. Hockey XI. However, we have won one match by 12-0 
(Sgt. Hughes) against 18 L.A.A. Regt., R.A., although, it must 
be admitted, the weather was so foul that the resultant mud 
reduced the contest to anything but a trial of skill, and 
have drawn another, 1-1 (L/Cpl. Ware), with the 1st Man- 
chesters. A Bn. Trial game has also taken place and, pro
vided we can till in one or two of our good players who are 
concealed on, or attached to the Stall, and occasionally 
claim orrs or two others from football and Rugby, we should 
be able to field a very reasonable Bn', side. Our chief need 
at the moment is practice together.

“A” Company
We open this month with one or two welcomes to the 

Coy. To Lt. Allen, from the Somerset Light Infantry, we say 
“welcome” and in the same breath "goodbye,” he having 
taken on to his shoulders the heavy weight of the Anti-Tank 
Platoon. To 2/Lt. Tomkins, from the 13th I.T.C., Maidstone, 
we also say welcome and hope his stay will be a very happy 
one. A fairly large draft from the Somerset Light Infantry, 
and one from the Duke of Cornwall’s Light Infantry we also 
welcome. And was the C.S.M. pleased?-—they had only been 
in Barracks some ten minutes, and their names were inscribed 
on the Coy. Roll of Honour (Guards and Duty Roster).

Operation “Union” has gifted our Coy. Commander with 
' the presence of his wife, Mrs. Rickcord. We sincerely hope 
her stay will be a happy and comfortable one, and hope also 
that she will not find a German- winter too cold.

And now from “welcomes" to "farewells.” To Ptes. 
Pitcher, Garradley, Martin and Cassettari, who have been 
clutched in the strong arms of Class “A” Release, we say 
“goodbye old timers” and “thank you for all your hard work,” 
and all the very best of luck in good old “civvy street.” To 
Pte. Rigby, clutched by Class “B” (oh yes, it’s still going strong), we say the same.

At the moment there are very strong rumours that Sgt. 
Parker, who was due for release with all the above, has 
deferred for a short period. If this is true, we say “thank 
you,” as we know his services are urgently needed. Once 
again the C.S.M. stands by with his Roll of Honour at the 
Highport in full readiness to reinstate him. We feel certain 
sometimes that he has no conscience.

Snort as always is one of the mainstays of both the Cov. 
and the Bn. To a certain degree Field Marshal Montgomery’s 
words “a better Army” are coming true.

We now work all morning like niggers—and then at 
quarter-past one each day we down tools (if fortunate 
enough to be a normal happy duty man) and dress ourselves 
in full regalia ready for all sports from “basket-ball to going 
completely crazy on the rugger field.” On the whole, how
ever. everybody is content with the new organisation and we 
all hope and pray for the day when the C.I.G.S’s plans roll in . lock, stock and barrel.

At last we have achieved our main’ object with regard to 
soccer, although we mustn’t count our chickens before they 
are hatched, having another complete round to go. Having 
played all Coys, in the first round of the Inter-Coy. Soccer- 
League, we find ourselves level pegging with H.Q. Coy. hold
ing the same number of points. This, in our ouinion is a 
really excellent show, and we congratulate and thank most 
heartily our Coy. Team for such hard work, which was 
definitely needed to achieve what has be:n done by them. 
Since our last edition we have played four more Inter-Coy. 
matches and the results are as follows:— v. H.Q. Coy. we 
drew three each, the scorers being Cpl, Shorters. L/Cpl. Acott, 
Pte. Harding; v. C Coy. we won 5-0 (Pte. Harding really went 
to town with a total of four goals to his credit—well done!
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A M o d e rn  B a n k in g

Service fo r  Officers

The Officer who maintains an account with 
Lloyds Bank, C ox’s & K in g’s Branch, at 6 Pall 
Mall, Official Army and Royal Air Force Agents, 
enjoys many facilities beyond the receipt o f pay' 
and allowances.

Arrangements can be made to cash cheques at 
any o f the Bank’s branches and agencies at home 
and abroad. The Indian and Burma branches can 
credit pay and allowances as they becom e due.

The Bank will also, on request, deal with 
Officers’ Incom e Tax, Retired Pay and Pensions 
and will furnish information on Insurance and 
the purchase and sale o f stocks and shares.

The Manager will be glad to open an account 
for Officers and discuss their financial problems 
with them.

LLOYDS BANK
LIMITED

( c o x ’s  A N D  k i n g ’s  b b a n c h )

4RMY & ROYAL AIR FORCE AGENTS 
6 PALL MALL • SW1

Offices at or near all Army & Royal Air 
Force Centres throughout England &  TFal?s

W”M? EWANS &WUYOUNGERS
C E L E B R A T E D

■ ALE & STOUT ■

y cEwan-Youngerjw
* EDINBURGH "

V A  kM M & ss& b

AS PRO
‘ASPRO*

AS
A CARCLE
‘ASPRO* when im 
m ersed in a few 
tablespoonfuls of 
•water makes an 
excellen t g a r g l e  
for sore throat, 
tonsillitis, etc., and 
acts as a deterrent. 
C B T A I N  AB L E  
F R O M  Y O U R

N.A.A.F.I.
’c A N T E E  N

‘ASPRO’ lives and grows ; not by talk or guesswork, 
but by the SERVICE it renders all the people all 
the time. The public are not satisfied by old, go-slow, 
hit-or-miss remedies. In ‘ASPRO’ they have found a 
remedy which acts swiftly, which does not harm 

the heart or stomach. The immediate success of 
‘ ASPRO ’ has been founded on the way it fulfils the 
public demand. ‘ASPRO’ never looks back ; its sales 
grow by leaps and bounds. To-day it is acknowledged that

1 i& v v cC e / u f
m m  w m s m ia

South A frican Medical O rd e r ly
finds ‘ASPRO* indispensable
L/CPL. B. H. HAYDEN, of l2th*Field Ambulance, S.A.M.C., 
writes:— “ I had one cold after another, and having been 
advised to  take ‘ASPRO* tablets found then to  be indis
pensable. At the first sign of an approaching cold I took two 
of these tablets and felt the change almost immediately after
wards. I recall there w ere many nights when I could not 
get to  sleep and on taking one o r  tw o o f your tablets 
slept com fortab ly.”

Rheumatic Pain Goes
Mrs. E. CHAD writes from London, N.I2 :— “ I have been a 
great sufferer o f  rheumatic pain. I had every care and 
attention but did not improve. My son advised m e to  try 
‘ASPRO* so I did and I have been taking them now for about 
three months. I m ight tell you that my rheumatic pains 
are com p lete ly  gone and I see to it that I have always got 
some by me.”
Made in England by ASPRO LIMITED, Slough, Bucks.
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and Cpl. Jackson one); v. Sp. Coy., a win of 7-2 (Cpl. Jack- 
son did the necessary this time an'd came up with four goals, 
Pte Harding of course couldn’t be left out of the picture 
with a total of two, and Pte. Newton sent one soaring into 
the net). Last but not least we played D Coy., with another 
victory of 3-1 (all these goals being scored by our penalty 
king, Pte. Cooper). Well done, lads; keep that ball rolling.

Hockey has now come into its own within the Coy. 
Although we have at the moment only a scratch team, we 
feel sure that under the leadership of our C.S.M. we may 
go a long way. At the moment we battle practically daily 
with D Coy., un'der the leadership of a superb Bn. player, 
C.S.M. Martell. who gives us “rookies" some very good tuition 
and advice. It’s amusing to watch the “bully-off” with the 
C.S.M’s. of opposing teams glaring at each other. One can 
pretty well guess what they are both thinking—which team 
will go off the most crippled. Up to now we have taken 
a few nasty knocks with a smile on' our faces, and no ill 
feeling in our hearts. Other sports such as basket-ball, 
rugger, etc., are at the moment in the balance. We hope by 
the next edition to have more information for you.

Owing to the very large intakes into our already over
crowded fold, we find ourselves reorganising all accommoda
tion. As out Coy. Commander said, “the time has arrived 
for the Coy. Office Staff to pull their horns and retire to a 
smaller office.” This, we have done, although small is hardly 
the word. We who toll therein are inclined to call it a 
“midget Office.” The Orderly Sgt., Clerks and Runner now 
scramble over typewriters, files and telephones, and the 
C.S.M. sits back, no doubt wondering how .the Cov. keens 
organised and in operation. And what a glorious performance 
when the ’phone rings (it never seems to stop). It reminds 
you very much of ah assault course, when one of the Staff 
make an attempt to answer it.

The control of our Bn. Area here keeps us well occupied, 
and our commitments are high and many. Even with the 
large drafts we still don’t seem to have enough men, perhaps 
it’s our imagination, but in any case it's the Coy. Orderly 
Sgt's. headache. Even with all these worries, however, we 
still find time for a little relaxation. Bn. All Ranks Dances 
are proving a terrific success, even down to our own small 
dance band which nobly struggles through a hard, and very 
strenuous evening, complete with white suits and dazzling 
coloured sashes. We hope within five or six weeks to have 
our own Bn. Dance Band back again with us (it is at the 
moment touring Berlin) to play us all oil' our feet.

As we close we welcome back, from yet another course, 
our Coy. Commander, Major M. B. Rickcord, who is now 
walking on air. Whether this is due to his latest course 
(Air Support) or because of “Operation Union’” we are 'not 
able to say. We welcome back, also, after eight long months 
at Brigade Headquarters, Sgt. Clune, who left us in those 
good old days of Coy. Detachments.

(The C.S.M. once again pulls his Roll of Honour out of 
the air and whas----*! he’s Bn. Orderly Sgt.).

And so as we sign off, we of A Coy. wish you all in the 
Regiment, “past and present" wherever you are. a really very 
happy Christmas, and as we all hope n h ^n y  (advancing to 
even better days) New Year. Good luck,

“ ’Appy ’Arry."
“B” Company

Changes have occurred so fast this month that “Baker" 
can now really call itself a Coy. without being presumptuous. 
The faces on’e sees on parade now are almost 100% different 
from a year ago. We extend a hearty welcome to all the 
new recruits to our fold. We welcome also 2/Lts. Samson 
and Gregory, who make us up to strength as regards Officers. 
Major Rich has resumed command again’alter a long absence 
whilst carrying out the duties of 2 i/c of the Bn.

During the month we lost to Release an’d Posting, Cpls. 
Dimmick and DunMev. Ptes. Playfoot and Sharp. ’ Cpl. 
Dimmick has joined Millwall Football Club. Cpl. Dunkley 
and Pte. Playfoot have returned to England to sp-* he 
exports, whilst Pte. Sharp has left for the C.M.P. Training 
Centre.

Coy. has spent most afternoons indulging in various games 
and sports such as hockey, boxing. Rugby and soccer—God 
only knows what goes on during in’clement weather. Results 
of these activities have been rather satisfactory, even if we 
are only in the novices stage of the many sports. Hockey 
is under the control • of the C.S.M. and we have won all the 
games played. The three games of soccer played during the 
month showed an improvement of form, as the Coy. beat C 
and Sp. Coys., but were rather trounced by H.Q. Coy., who 
are near the top of the league.

The Bn. held the Inter-Coy. Open Boxin’g Championships 
on 18/19th October, which “Baker” won very easily, winning 
four of the six weights. Congratulations to the winners, who 
were : Light-Heavyweight—L/Cpl. Dobson’, Middleweight—
L/Cpl. Brown, Lightweight—Pte Rearm. Featherweight—
L/Cpl. Bailey, and the very game losers, Ptes. Bray and 
French and Cpl. Clark.

We are now spending our training hours on the ranges, 
firing Rifle and L.M.G. War Courses. Some very good results 
have been obtained despite the October haze that has been 
present. The sporting instinct of the Coy. was proved on the 
ranges, by one Pte. who refused to lire at three deer on his 
lane while he was firing 300 yards application’—or was this 
the October haze I spoke of? “Baker” now possess a .22
range in the attaic which can be heard reverberating all 
round the Barracks.

To all the ex-members of “Baker" we extend our best 
wishes for the future and the best of luck.

“Alfresco.”
“C” Company

Once again here is your favourite reporter striving to 
bring to you a resume of the month’s highlights in this 
small circie of sobriety and gloom.

First of all—the biggest flash ever—our Coy. Clerk has 
been making stupendous efforts He can now arise at 
Reveille without any effort—a situation hitherto unknown 
in the Coy’s, history.

For the sporting side we have not done so well this 
month, mainly due to so many of our crack players getting 
their “bowler hat” and therefore depleting the teams of just 
(hat extra bit of vitality it needs. However, we have some 
“new blood” which should after a few games improve the side 
immensly.

The Coy. are trying their hand at two fairly new games 
(at least new to them)—Rugby and hockey. In fact at Rugby 
we now have four members of the Coy. playing in the Bn. 
Team.

Ai" bneV-ev wT tin no<- shine so much—but with nrncfice 
we shall have a fairly promising team. At the moment many 
bruised shins and a few cut hands may be seen. The new 
war cry “bully-off" may now be heard ail day around the 
precincts of C Cov. Chambers.

We welcome the additional officers posted to this Coy. 
namely. Capt. C. B. Rodger (the wanderer returned) and Lts. 
Wheler and Story, 2/Lts. Roberts and Hurley.

That’s all for now; all the best to everyone, everywhere.
"Bushwhacker.”

“D ” Company
Greetings to you all from Dog Coy., with a special “Hello” 

to our new reinforcements (yes. we have some, H.Q. didn’t 
get the lot), including Lt. Hall (late of the Glider Pilot Regt.) 
and 2/Lt. Heard. We hope that their stay with us will be a 
happy one.

Our new C.O. has been hard at work this month carry
ing out his plan to make this the best Bn. in the B.A.O.R. and 
D Cov. have been doing their bit.

Nothing spectacular has happened this month. I think 
Train Guards and five day schemes must be out of season.

The weather is certainly far from being kind for anv 
training, but we do our little bit up to lunch time, after 
which we finish off the day with sports. We have quite a 
good hockey team, one of the best in the Bn. (thanks to our 
Sgt.-Major, bless him, the —*— !—?%!!) but football is 
only snoken of in whispers, since our 10 goals to nil defeat 
by Sp. Coy.

The reinforcements are settling down now, and joining in 
the many moans and groans of evervone else about duties, 
guards, etc. This month just about sees the end of the 
current leave nerlod so we should soon have a full Cov.. not 
that that will stop the moans and groans, but it will help 
with the duties, and in that case I expect it will be the 
weather that will be the trouble.

Our congratulations to Sgt. Nicholls on his marriage 
(what did you say—“Poor fellow”?).

Our youth movement Officer has been very busy lately, 
what with the Youth Meetings and the Children’s Xmas 
Party which he is trying to fix up. I might also add that 
his German is now a thing to talk about; it’s nothing to 
hear a telephone conversation going on between him and 
his young children: sometimes he manages to the better of 
the conversation. Of course we must take his word for that, 
as we can’t understand a word. Sorry! Lt. Birch, but I just 
had to get that off my mind.

Hockey is in full swing and we hope in time to have
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quite a fair team, although the power of Dog in the football 
world has dimmed somewhat, and n'ow resembles the Arsenal. 
Matches have been played against most other Coys.. and we 
have won all or nearly all. There is a renowned player of 
games in A Coy. Plays centre forward at hockey. So brawny 
is he. that, on seeing him dressed for battle, a small dog 
made a sudden lunge forward, thinking it had discovered a 
bone. In another match one of the doughty warriors ol Dog 
made a mighty slash at the ball, and this fore-mentioned 
warrior, thinking he was playing soccer, attempted to head it. 
A very sad and disillusioned gentleman' was helped from the 
field. " Later in the day he was seen walking around showing 
all and sundry a large bump covered by plaster and talking 
rather widly of his toughness. Perhaps he had con'cussion, at 
least his subsequent behaviour would suggest that, as he 
declares he will still continue to play.

Now a word about the field, the goals are broken, the 
lines are not visible, and large stones are everywhere. How
ever we manage and hope to have many more good games 
in the future; after all Dog Coy. has got the Officer i/c 
Hockey.

I will now try to give a small account of our Football 
team. We have now lost one of our best footballers on Class 
“A” Release, the great Sgt. Elliott. He was well known for 
his sporting activities in the Bn. Then there is the great 
C/Sgt., who has been saying he is not fit to play for the last 
two weeks. This might be an excuse; perhaps he doesn’t 
want his name mixed up in the great defeats. We are hoping 
to show the other Coys, some real football in the future. We 
have got Cpl. Morbin back from a course and he is a great 
influence on the team and, with a little brushing up, well 
may be a big one, but whatever it n’eeds we will try and 
do ItTIf as the Hockey representative forecasts we are follow
ing in the wake of the Arsenal, we have at least the satis
faction of knowing that we shall finish in the top half of 
the league table (?????). Are there any Chelsea supporters 
in the house?

Well I guess it’s time we closed, so wishing you all a 
merry Xmas an'd happy New Year we will say cheerio.

Gone to the Dogs.

Sergeants’ Mess
The first signs of winter are upon us—frosty mornings, 

frozen taps—football and hockey pitches looking and play
ing like Paddy fields—and leather jerkins an'd coats Kapok 
making intermittent but deliberate appearances. And the 
gloom that comes with winter seems to be deepened by the 
loss of more of our comrades as they shake off the for
bidding shackles and plunge recklessly into the abysmal fit 
and eternal chaos of “civvy street.” So with heartfelt sorrow 
we say goodbye this month to such tried and trusted 
characters (and I do mean characters) as Bernard Robin 
(Jake) Hale (ex-Desert Air Force) and Leonard (Bake) 
Elliott (ex-Y Div. 'Football Team), n'ot forgetting Dooley 
Galvin one Sigs. Sgt. who did so much to raise the tone of 
the Mess by helping those of us to whom such words as 
“Main essen bitte" and “Ich meuchte fll essen” are such 
godsends. We are sorry to lose them—but we’d like to see 
them succeed in “civvy, street”—we'd like to see them!

Sporting activities within the Mess are practically at a 
standstill—but that is only because Bn. Football, Hockey and 
Rugby teams are making such constant demands on Mess 
members—as witness Johnny Scholield’s eye (what are you?) 
an'd Roy (S.B.) Honey, of whom it has been said “he dances 
with the easy’ grace of a trained athlete riding a fixed wheel 
bicycle upstairs,” now walks that way permanently.

Socially speaking, the Mess is carrying on as before— 
one dance a fortnight, and very enjoyable affairs they are too. 
They are more enjoyable now that "Operation Union” is com
pleted, as those of us who find it too much of a mental 
strain to patronize the German ladies can spend a pleasant 
evening dancing with the wives.

Well, friends, the pen has run dry, and rather than thaw 
out some more ink. I'll- say goodbye again for another month, 
but don’t stop reading the column—I'll be back again next 
month with something insulting to say about someone, Adieu.

Derbone.
“H.Q.” Company

During the month of October, there has, alas, been very 
little to record from H.Q. Coy.

We have lost some of our most stalwart members in the 
latest call which “civvy street” has made upon us, includ

ing Signal Sgt. Galvin, not to mention the “I” Section’s most 
admired “medals” man, Pte Fryer.

With great regret we have lost also the Post Cpl. one of 
the best known members of H.Q. Coy., L/Cpl. Lampard (sen.), 
who leaves behind a brother to follow in his footsteps.

We have at last, with the aid of the P.R.I. obtained a 
very much desired and coveted article, namely a film pro
jector, which with the able help of L/Cpi. Lampard (jun.) 
is working satisfactorily.

The “I” Section have received into its midst a new I.O., 
Lt. Prichard, to whom everyone wishes the best of luck; for 
everyone knows how laborious is the work in that p'art of the 
Coy.

One major incident in our yery quiet lives has been the 
arrival of the Regimental Band from England, who have, I 
hear, come on a concert tour of the B.A.O.R.

Germany is now approaching the winter and the outlook 
is not at all well for us, as regards the temperature. Never 
before have we been exposed to these "Artie” conditions, 
which have already started to encase us.

But, with the continued guidance of the Coy. Com
mander and the C.S.M.. I think that we should be able to 
survive to give you the next instalment.

C.F.W.
Signal Platoon

Hello Signals!
Once more we are on the air to give you the lowdown 

on our latest activities.
Our new course has begun, an'd judging from the results 

shown during the first week of training we should have a 
good crop of new signallers in about seven weeks’ time.

The soccer season is now in full swing and so far we 
have held our own against all comers. We would like to con
gratulate Cpl. “Bill” Massey and Pte. Cyril Howell on their 
recent magnificent displays with the Bn. team.

At last we have had a glimpse of our own Regimental 
Band, and those members of the platoon who are membbrs 
of the Unit Dance Band were delighted to have the chance 
of meeting them. We have heard swing as it should be played 
and—who knows?—we may yet put out some of that our
selves.

We would like to take this chance of welcoming to our 
happy throng Cpl. Flynn, of the S.L.I. Wot! more tapers?” 
Also this month we must bid “goodbye" to another of our 
veteran signallers, Sgt. “Dooley” ueivin. who has gone to the 
happy land over the water. All the best in “civvy street,” 
Dooley.

Last week the Bn. Dan'ee was in an uproar when “Bert” 
Challender, our budding D.R., held his fifth birthday cele
bration since last July. And tjhese celebrations are con
venient excuses for a good evening’s drinking. We hope he 
has three or four more before Christmas. What about it, 
Bert?

Well, Signals, I guess that’s all for this time. We shall 
be on the air again next month, and hope that we shall be 
able to mention more achievements. So with the cry of 
“Roll on Christmas—let’s have some Steinhager,” ringing In 
our ears, we leave you.

Wilco Out.
M.T. Section

The month of October has been eventful. Lieut Fagg has 
now left us and is now in D Coy. Lieut. Wood is now in 
command, but whilst he is away on a course, Capt. Jenkins is 
holding the fort.

The football season is now well under way, and although 
the season opened rather badly, there has been a distinct 
improvement—at least we think so. So far H.Q. team has 
not been able to meet our challenge to a game but. as 
M.T’s. team used to remark about their first win during the 
earlier part of the season, “there’s always a first time.”

It is nearly a year since the Bn. arrived at Malines and 
the M.T. would be unrecognisable to those who first knew 
it in Malines. The cubby hole that used to be our M.T. 
officer in Belgium is n'ow a magnificent two roomed affair, 
with numerous holes indiscriminately knocked in all parts of 
the walls. The “hole” effect is reminiscent of Victoria Station. 
A serving hatch has been introduced for the drivers, to pre
vent them from entering the office. The • success of this 
experiment has yet to be proved. We wonder what our new 
M.T.O. will “hatch up next."

Whilst on the subject of changes, this M.T. would like 
to wish good luck to all those who have been demobbed 
during October, and may age and service never darken their 
doorstep again.

A new clerk has arrived, and Cpl. Miles is taking up his
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new vacation of educating the masses. “Bunny” has been 
with us a long while, and there will be many of us sorry to 
see him go. He will still be in the Bn'., however, so we hope 
we shall see plenty of him.

Support Company
Well here we are again with another narrative from sp. 

Coy. During the last month the Coy. fias shown a V c i y  ke«.n 
interest in sport and we hope to raise our own Rugby team 
soon.

We would like to welcome to our midst Lt. Allen and Lt. 
King, Pin. Commander and and i/c of the A/T Platoon. We 
also extend to Sgt. Stoner a warm welcome and a happy stay, 
with Sp. Coy. as acting C S.M.

The Mortar Pin. has been exceedingly busy with the 
Mortars, and the new numbers of the Platoon, to whom, by 
the way, we extend a hearty welcome, seem to wear a worried 
frown on their faces. Whether this’ is due to Lt. Karrett’s 
lectures, we don’t know; perhaps we had better ask him.

Sport has been so much to the fore of late, that we have 
listed various items under sub headings; here we go then.

HORSE RIDING
A new sport has come to our Coy. in the form of horse 

riding, and is being taken in earnest by the few who have 
decided to try their hand at it.

We receive instruction at the 5th Div. Riding School 
from a lady teacher, who somehow manages to keep the party 
in the saddle. The trouble starts when a few minutes are 
devoted to gymnastics in which everyone seems to get 
entangled with horse, saddle and stirrups. Pte. Hollands, who 
is an old hand at the game, keeps near at hand to oiier help 
to anyone who starts making oti in the wrong direction.

It is heartily hoped by all jockeys-to-be that the riding 
will be kept up throughout the winter months, now that the 
initial diiiiculties of the beginners are gradually being over
come.

The following people have been in attendance at the 
instructional periods : Cpl. Moore. Cpl. Goodall. Ptes. Hol
lands, Gibles, Middleton and Pantony.

BOXING
The Coy. has shown great interest in this month's sport, 

the main feature being the Inter-Coy. Boxing Tournaments. 
A good showing of volunteers from this Coy. were present and 
in fighting trim for the coming fights.

In' the ring they showed enthusiasm, pluck, able to take 
punishment, and also able to return the compliments. Cpl. 
Lockwood, boxing welter weight, stepped into ring for the 
first fight, and promptly won the first honour for Sp. Coy. 
Cpl. Lockwood then passed the next stage, but was unfortu
nate to choose Pte. Wood as his opponent, also of Sp. Coy. 
It was a great fight, and Pte. Wood won on points. Whether 
it was the extra 3Ibs. in weight we don’t know. Still it was 
a grand fight. Pte. Wood went on to win his bout in the 
semi-final, and the final. Sp. Coy extend hearty congratu
lations to him in his success in the welter-weight class, and 
wish him all the luck and hard punching in the Bn. Boxing 
Team.

Another good fight was put up by a middle-weight, pte. 
Lawler, tipping the scales at lost. 8ilbs. He seemed to be able 
to manage his opponent quite well, but he stopped an unlucky 
punch, which unfortunately proved the better of him.

Our second middle-weight, Pte. Piper, list, lib., showed 
keen enthusiasm, and took a lot of punishment from a more 
experienced boxer, before giving in.

Cpl. Eyre, our third middle-weight, list. 3ilbs., also put 
up a grand fight.

We wish to express our sincere thanks and praise to that 
small party of boxers that stood in the path of the rest of 
the Bn. and fought for Sp. Coy., bringing us into a good 
second place for the Bn. Sports Trophy. Better luck next 
time.

FOOTBALL
Since our last contribution we have played six matches, 

winning three and losing the others. Owing to injuries the 
team is constantly being changed and at the moment Sgt. 
Goodwin, L/Cpl. Shackleford and Pte. Dawkins are on the sick 
list.

We have to our credit the highest score of the season, 
recorded when defeating D Coy.—10-0. Much of the credit 
for this must go to the wing-halves, Hathaway and Dawkins, 
who “made" many of the goals. L/Cpl. Sizmur again scored 
four; this seems to be his favourite number. He is easily 
the Coy's, highest goal scorer

Our two other victories were gained at the expense of 
121 Br. Gen. Hospital and D Coy. Defeats were inflicted by

A Coy., B Coy. and C Coy. (we finished this match with 9 
men).

Special mention must again be made of “Black” Hath
away’s performances in the half-back line this season.

Results of the six matches are as follows :— Sp. v. D Coy., 
5-1; Sp. v. A Coy., 2-7; Sp. V. 121 B.G.H.. 6-1; Sp. v. C Coy., 
2-6; Sp. v. D Coy., 10-0; Sp. v. B Coy., 0-1.

MOTOR CYCLING
Since the last edition of the Q.O.G. we in Sp. Coy. have 

been doing a bit of motor-cycle riding in order to compete 
for the Divisional trials, the team consisting of Sgt. Picker
ing, Cpl. Crown and Cpl. Hollister, all oid hands at the game. 
The nature of the work is mainly cross-country, which con
sists of hill climbing, control descents, water, splashes and 
handling the machine in wooded areas, as you can well 
imagine. This (mad-clash) sport entails many a thrill and 
spill, which results in many a curse.

On'e day whilst riding over unrecced ground we suddenly 
found one of our enthusiasts (no names, no crowns, Cpl.) in 
a bomb crater, going through motions not unlike that of a 
dog after a bone, trying to get himself from under his 
machine, and at the same time uttering sweet words (not of 
love either!). Still, after a bit more training at this breath
taking sport, we hope to bring the Bn. fame in the Div. 
trials and put yet another feather in the lap of the Bn.

!S !g Sg !g

5th BATTALION
News from the Eock

Since I last wrote, the winter weather has arrived. We 
are now in battle-dress again. The first rains have come and 
everybody is planting seeds in their garden, at least those 
who are lucky enough to have one. The first narcissi are in 
flower on the upper Rock and I sleep with one blanket on 
my bed at night The rain has come in good time this year. 
In' some years there is little or no rain on the Rock, whilst 
in others, an excess. Anyhow, the water catchments are now 
doing good work and it may be that the fresh water ration 
is increased. On'e pint of fresh water per man per day has 
been the ration since our arrival. One fills one’s water bottle 
once per day and then one has had it!—and all fresh water 
taps are securely locked.

His Excellency the Governor has inspected the educational 
activities of the Bn. and it is hoped he was duly impressed 
with what he saw. Capt. K. H. N. Cooke, M.C., Education' 
Officer, has put in some good work in this line and is to be 
congratulated. A considerable amount of time is devoted to 
the all important subject on a Command, as well as a Bn. 
basis. Even H.Q. Coy. managed its full six hours per week, 
down to the last cook, too!

The Ceremony of the Keys, which has been suspended 
during the summer months, has now started again. The 
Bn. had the honour of undertaking the first performance, in 
which, of course. H.E. himself took the salute. A platoon of 
A Coy. under Lt. M. T. Irving, put up an exceptionally fine 
performance. Good work by Major V. Moth, A Coy.-Cmdr., 
and by all concerned with their training. There must have 
been some 200 spectators on the balcon'y of Casemates 
Square alone, including about 100 American Naval Officers 
and Ratings from the Aircraft Carrier Randolph, the second 
largest in the w'orld, which is paying us a week's visit.

A very welcome draft arrived from the U.K. last week. 
Two officers and 53 O.R's. These help no en'd to offset 
release casualties and I hope their stay will be enjoyable.

The following Officers have joined us from 13tti Holding 
Bn. during the last month :— 2/Lieuts. D. E. Bushnell, S. J. 
Blackman, N. p. Lawrence, K. B. Kingston, J, B. McCormack,
K. Davies.

A hearty welcome to you all.
We are sorry to lose Capt. S. White, who reverted to U.K. 

last week on Python, and also Capt. H. Deakin, who has 
finally left us to attend a formation college course prior to 
release.

The football and hockey seasons are now to hand, and 
we are hoping for great things this year. Other teams, 
particularly of other Arms, are suffering from releases even 
more than ourselves and we have started well by winning our 
first two football matches, both in 1st and 2nd divisions. 
Capt. George Norton, Q.M. (and no ordinary administrator!) 
has taken over the conduct of football for the season, an'd 
we feel that surely this is the prelude to success.
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“A” Company
With the advent of Christmas, Able Coy. is beginning 

to turn its thoughts to another Rock Festival. For weeks 
past anxious faces have been scanning the demob, list, hoping 
against hope for a white Christmas, but most of them have 
turned away disappointed and made up their minds to enjoy 
themselves here. Two of our number have been lucky, and 
we take this opportunity of wishing Ptes. Turner and Ferrldge 
all the success and happiness of “civvy” life. Those remain
ing are constantly looking over their shoulder to make sure 
they are not growing tails! ’ -

We are now back in the unfamiliar garb of well-worn 
battle-dress, but only just in time, as the rainv season has 
•finally descended upon us. Receptacles of all shapes and sizes 
can be seen placed in various places of advantage to collect 
the valuable fluid. Able rather hesitates in taking the 
barrack room buckets, for such purposes, as the following 
ditty may explain : —

A change of buckets has taken place,
A change of looks are on the face;
Highly polished from dawn to dusk,
Vim won’t stand for dirt or dust.
Every day in its place of Inspection,
Highly polished until perfection;
Gleaming bright as a whitewashed wall,
Proudly admired by one and all.
On November 6th, we had the honour of providing the 

Outpost Platoon and Escort for the first “Ceremony of the 
Keys” this season. There were many spectators, including 
many Naval personnel of the U.S.S. Randolph, who all appeared 
to be very favourably impressed by the drill and bearing of 
our men. Credit is certainly due to the N.C.O's. and men 
who took part, who were compensated for their hard work 
by being awarded the following day oil free from all duties.

Sport is developing rapidly, and we have been' showing 
ourselves quite capable and promising in the Inter-Platoon 
Knock-out Football Competition. We hope to produce a for
midable basketball team in the near future under Lt. 
Rookledge.

We extend a hearty welcome to 2/Lt. D. E. Bushnell and 
the new draft; also to C.S.M. (both back and front) Williams. 
Here’s hoping they are soon at home in the Coy.

Wo regret to say cheerio to Lt. M. T. Irving, who has 
taken over the “Ministry of Transport” (Wot! No waggons! !).

As we close this month's contribution we send our hearty 
congratulations to L/Cpls. Lloyd-Williams, Dove and Hawes 
on their rise to Cpl. We also extend a hearty welcome to , 
Cpl. Booker who returned to us from Charlie Coy.

So we say adios until next month. “Rockhappy."
“B” Company

Baker calling I-The last time you heard from us we were situated at 
Casemates, but now we are once more a British Lines safe
guarding the Frontier of Gibraltar.

Before we left Casemates, a fortnight ago, we received 
a few new-comers from “Blighty” who are now settling down 
in their new environment, and undoubtedly easing the duty 
situation.Group 44 have left for demob., and with them went two 
of the old campaigners, Cpl. Maggs and Pte. White. We were 
sorry to see them go, but wish them every happiness and 
success in “civvy street.”

Football has started, and judging by the confident looks 
on the faces of Lt. P. Hanks, Coy. representative, and Pte. 
Wheatland, captain of the Coy. team, we are prepared to 
take on all comers!

We are pleased to welcome a new Officer to our fold, 
2/Lt. S. J. Blackman. He has undertaken the task of Basket- 
Ball Representative for the Coy.

Another new-comer to the Coy. is Sgt. Floodgate, We 
hope he will soon settle down and enjoy his stay with us.

The Coy. congratulate 2/Lt. P. G. Hanks on his promo
tion to Lieutenant.

Forty-eight days to Christmas and jovial celebrations, so 
in case we are prevented from writing again before the 
festive season, “Baker” wishes all its past members and 
readers of Q.O.G. a very merry Christmas.

Switching o il!

“C” Company
“Charlie” Coy. calling from Casemates!
We have only just moved here for the first time since 

our coming to the Rock. We are practically In town' and find 
our Christmas shopping near at hand. The weekly Ceremony 
of the Keys held on Casemates Square has now started and 
we find we have a gran'd view of the parade from our 
barracks.

Our pets which we brought from North Africa are still 
thriving under somewhat different conditions. We will be 
interested to see if our tortoises show any inclination to 
hibernate during our rather mild winter.

We welcome back our Coy .-Commander, Major H. P. Bar
nett, M.C., who has recently returned from a Course in U.K. 
We also welcome Sgt. Gray, Cpls. Johnstone and Doran, and 
L/Cpl. Green from other Coys., and hope their stay In C Coy. 
will be a pleasant one.

Sport.—Football is now well under way and we feel sure 
that we will have another strong Coy. Team this year, since 
we are represented in the Bn. 1st XI. by Sgt. Clow, Ptes. 
Shanahan and Etherridge, and in the 2nd XI. by Ptes. Spragg, 
Crowther, Smith 05 and Humphrey. An Inter-Platoon Knock
out Competition is running at the moment and we regret to 
announ'ce that all our Pins, are already out.

The cross-country running season is about to begin, and 
we have had our first trial in the Coy. We are fortunate 
in having Ptes. Presland and Lee, two sturdy runners with us, 
and we hope they will do just as well this season as last.

Well “Old Faithfuls” of Charlie Coy. this is all for this 
month, but we will be with you again, so until the next time 
here’s wishing you all the very best of luck in the future.

Support Company
The past month has seen a rapid succession of Coy. 

Commanders. First. Capt. S. White went home on “Python.” 
He was succeeded by Capt. H. B. Deakin, Who was only with 
us for a fortnight before he left for U.K. to attend a Forma
tion College before “Demob.” Our present Commander is 
Capt. L. B. Epsom, the ex-M.T.O., who was with the Coy. in 
Italy as a Platoon Commander.

We welcome Lt. M. T. Irving to the Coy. as a “Carrier 
type.”

The Coy. entered three extremely keen teams for the Foot
ball Inter-Platoon Competition with the following gratifying 
result ; — Mortar Pin. and A/Tank in the semi-finals. Well 
done chaps!

We congratulate Cpl. Wood on his recent promotion.
L/Cpl. Hellyer has been demobbed and we wish him ail 

the best on his return to “civvy street.”
The first Ceremony of the Keys was held last week and 

coincided with a visit by an American' Aircraft Carrier—the
U.S.S. Randolph.

Over 150 ratings came to watch and 12 N.C.O’s. and men 
from this Coy. were detailed to explain the ceremony. They 
talked themselves hoarse in their capacity as official guides, 
and were, without exception, checked next morning on parade 
for chewing gum .and drawling. Finally, we wish a very 
happy Christmas to all present and past members of “S” 
Coy.

Goodbye, until next time.

EYES RIGHT
If you want your Evening Wear, 
Sports Wear, or in fafct anything 
Laundered expertly, send to the

Maidstone & District Laundry Go., Ltd.
Loose Road, Maidstone.

T e leph on e : M a id s ton e  3030

Magnum,
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HOW BIG 
IS A
TANKARD?
T h a t  , it might be said, is a matter 

of taste and capacity. For originally 
the tankard was a wooden vessel 
holding two gallons or more and 
was used as a water carrier. Etymo
logists have quarrelled for centuries 
over the word, some holding that it 
implies tin quart others that it is 
derived from the French estang or 
pool and yet another guess is that 
it comes from the Latin cantharus —

a large vessel. Be that as it may the 
drinking tankard would appear to 
have shrunk since Falstaff’s day.. Per
haps capacity has not lessened but 
taste at least seems to have mellowed. 
Quarts, pints, half-pints are now the 
standard of silver tankards as they have
been for more than two centuries./

THE GOLDSMITHS & 
SILVERSMITHS COMPANY LTD

112 REGENT STREET 
LONDON, W.l

ONLY ONE ADDRESS ; TELEPHONE : REGENT 3021

\
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HEADQUARTER COMPANY
“H.Q.” Company

This month has brought a few changes to H.Q. Coy., as 
we have lost the Band personnel, and all other employed, 
whose place of duty was Moorish Castle. We did. however, 
take all the employed of Casemates from the Rifle Coys., and so we are not too depleted.

We have managed to get the Coy. photographed, but as 
you will see the order introducing winter dress was published 
before we could complete it, and one half are shown in K.D. 
whilst the other is in B.D. We were all proud to have the 
Colonel, the Second-In-Command and other officers of the Bn. 
H.Q. present for our second photograph.

At last, Group 44 has left us for Blighty and it is with 
regret that we say goodbye to Sgt. Waton an'd Dando Cpl. 
Taylor, L/Cpl. Hanscomb and the .stalwarts of M.T., though 
we wish them best of luck in “civvy street.”

The most popular item on our agenda at the moment is 
the Bn. Swing Club, which is being run by Cpls. MacTaggart 
and Moody, of Signals fame. Tire strains of Harry James and 
Glenn Miller may be heard echoing across Moorish Castle on 
Thursday evenings. Well done, Cpls!

Signal Platoon
Hello, all stations R.W.K.—Sigs. 5/R.W.K. calling!
May we wish all members of The “Queen's Own” a Merry 

Xmas and a Very Happy New Year.
During this month we have very little to report In the 

way of training, but don’t think we have been sitting down. 
Oh no, we do work—sometimes! We have remade the
exchange—put in a public telephone, a new wall and door to 
keep out the unwanted, so now the super, is nice and cosy.

One more of our little band is on his way to that long 
awaited “civvy street.” Good luck, Pte. Walker. The next 
“Old Soldier” has months to do—or have you, “Rich”? 49 will 
soon be here—did someone say April, 1947?

Sport.—We had a team in the Football Knock-out.
Result:— Sigs. 1, M.T. 3—I said HAD. We have played 

two other matches but—er ! we cannot remember if it was 
16 or not they scored against us!

FLASH—Basket-ball—Sigs. 10, M.T. 2.
Scorers for Sigs., L/Cpl. Adkin 3 goals, Ptes. Sweeney 

and Heard 1 goal (2 points each). Well done, the team.
This is about all for this month, an'd in the words of our 

Crime Club “You’ve adit.”

Intelligence Section
We welcome Lt. M. C. O’Reilly, who has recently taken 

over the duties of I.O., and hope his stay will be a happy 
one. \

Unfortunately we have very little news for this month’s 
issue. Our main activities have been conducting tours around 
the galleries and Upper Rock area.

L/Cpl. Wellington has been attending a Motor Cycle 
Course. It is rumoured that for the next three months D.R's. 
will be making their runs by bicycle.

M.T. Section
We were sorry to begin this month with the loss of many 

old friends from the Section. These were Capt. B. Epsom 
(affectionately known as “Eppo”), Cpl. Charlie Taylor, L/Cpl. 
Bill Hanscomb, Ptes. Jimmy Dunster, Vic Bowman, Paddy 
McGee, Paddy Hardiman and Maxie Bartlett. The M.T.O. 
took up an appointment in “Sp.” Coy. and Lt. M. T. Irving 
ably assumed* command; 42 and 44 groups accounted for the 
rest of our “Bueno Amigos.”

Two other friends “Bill” Kitching and “Bluey” Green
field, of the Motor Cycle Section, have been accepted for 
transfer to the R.A.F., and left vacancies for D.R’s. Mead and 
Sullivan.We welcome the promotions of Jimmy Franklin, “Busty” 
Pollard and "Lofty” Taylor to L/Cpls., the latter being our 
new M.T. Clerk. Jock Dickie, our R.E.M.E. fitter, has now 
discarded his overalls, and keeps his hands clean by virtue of 
his promotion to Sergeant, and his two new assistants, Cfn. 
Lewis and Singer, are now well in their stride.

Winter is with us, and we all extend our sympathy to the 
newcomers, who have yet’ to experience the hazards of the 
wet Gibraltarian roads.

In closing we would like to welcome the remainder of our 
new lads. Ptes. Searing, Self, Gatward, Benson and Maynard, 
all of whom were on our recent M.T. Course. We hope they 
will enjoy their stay here.

Until next month, "Cheerio.”
M.T.S.

Sergeants’ Mess
To all our members past and present and to all Sgts’. 

Messes in the Regt. we take this opportunity of wishing you 
all a “Merry Xmas” and a Happy New Year.

We had all been dreaming of a white Christmas here on 
the Rock, but the present wet spell has rather damped our 
dreams a little.

Well, Chums, summer has gone and with it K.D. shirts 
and shorts, so that now our man'ly limbs are once again 
modestly concealed beneath suits—Battle-Dress, Soldiers for 
the use of.On ’Sunday, 27th October, a social was held in the Mess. 
We were all very pleased to see such a good attendance of 
guests, and a really enjoyable evening was had by all. C.S.M. 
“Henry” Butcher excelled himself with his stentorian “I’ve
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got a horse” during the very exciting game of horse racing. 
He was nobly assisted by his two stalwarts, R.Q.M.S. “Nobby” 
Stone and C/Sgt. Bill Norman, who acted as ersatz “bookies.”

Three more members of the Mess have left us for “civvy 
street.” ' This time it' is Sgt. “Fred” Watton, of Q.M’s. Store 
fame, Sgt. Dando (A.C.C.) and Sgt. Plummer, the woodwork 
man. Best of luck, chaps, and may all your worries be little 
ones.

Congratulations go to Sgts. Hodson, Kane and Soulsby on 
obtaining their third stripes; may their stay in the Mess be 
a happy one. The Xmas festivities are now one of the main 
topics of conversation, not forgetting of course the evergreen 
topic “demob.” R.S.M. T. Sharpe is busy building up stock 
to ensure that last year’s situation is not repeated this year, 
i.e., no Wampo! Whilst everyone is trying to persuade 
everyone else to patronise the Xmas Draw, C.S.M. "Whata” 
Case appears to be having the draw all to himself, judging 
by the number of tickets which he has bought.

Sgts. Ball, Clow and Dickie are now showing their 
prowess on the football Held in the Bn. 1st XI., and prowess 
it certainly is.

Wait until the Mess Team has been put through its 
paces; we’ll show them a thing or two.

Well that’s all for now, chums, so cheerio unitl next 
time.

T.J.L.
i« IS !€ !S

TRAINING COMPANY
THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT, 

ROSS BARRACKS. SHORNECLIFFE
Monday, 11th November, 1946, saw our long-awaited move 

from No. 13 Infantry Training Centre, Maidstone, Kent. The 
whole affair seemed to go with an almost sinister' smoothness, 
though an “Admin. Bog” with the M.T. at the end of the day 
served to put everyone at ease.

The Company is now settling down very well and looking 
forward to a good station here, with Home Counties District, 
Infantry Training Centre. We are very happy to have as 
2nd-in-Command of this Unit, Major H. D. Chaplain, while 
P.R.I. and various other duties are in the capable hands of 
Major G. W. Duffield, whose head, in spite of everything, is 
“bloody, but unbowed.”

This opportunity must certainly be taken to warmly 
welcome C.S.M. Cooper (ex A Coy., 1st Bn.). He will surely 
need all the warmth going after a summer in Egypt.

To conclude, readers may be interested in the following 
names of our Coy. Staff : — Capt. P. E. O. Randall, M.M. 
Lieut. J. W. Dinseale, Lieut. J. H. Nottage, 2/Lieut. J. H. 
Scott-Wilson, C.S.M. Copper. C/Sgt. Munday, Sgt. King, Sgt. 
Cox, Sgt. Brookshaw, Sgt. Carter. Cpl. Waller, Cpl. Boswell, 
Cpl. Eady, Cpl. Field, Cpl. Boniface, Cpl. Humble, Cpl. Hardy, 
Cpl. Marshall, Cpl. Kean, Cpl. O’Keefe, Cpl. Neal, Cpl. Burton, 
dpi. .Timms, Pte. Pridmore, Pte. Sullivan, Pte. Kehoe, Pte 
Keeping.

Readers may also be interested as to the whereabouts of 
the following:— C/Sgt. Jefferies, H.Q. Coy.; C, 3gt. Godfrey, 
No. 2 Holding and Training Coy.; Sgt. Jones (ex M.T. 2nd Bn.), 
H.Q. Coy. ,

"Black Cuffs.”
-------- > --------

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY AT THE UNiON JACK CLUB
On Remembrance Sunday a wreath was laid at the Ceno

taph by a deputation oi tour members of the Committee of 
the Union Jack Club representing the Royal Navy, the Royal 
Marines, the Army, and the R.A.F., "in memory of fallen 
comrades." For the two minutes silence members and staff 
of the Club assembled in the Entrance Hall and were briefly 
addressed by Maj.-Gen. Sir John Davidson, K.C.M.G., C.B..
D.S.O.. Vice-Chairman of the Club. Sir John reminded them 
that the Club was built nearly forty years ago and opened 
by King Edward VII as a memorial to those who fell in the 
Boer War and other campaigns, an'd had been used by many 
whose memory they were proud to honour that day. He 
asked that on that solemn occasion they should not forget 
the women of the Services and the thousands of defenceless 
men, women and children killed in' air raids, and those who 
died in the execution of their duty in the service of the Civil 
Defence. The Last Post was sounded by two Buglers of the 
Royal Marines, followed by the Reveille at the end of the 
silence.

NATIONAL APPEAL FOR “ BOYS” CLUBS
We have received an appeal on behalf of “Boys” Clubs, 

with covering letters by Field Marshal Lord Birdwood and Field 
Marshal Lord Montgomery of Alemein.

The story of how Officers and men of pfiag T9 in Bruns
wick collected over £13,000 to endow a Boys’ Club, will be 
well-known to many of our readers.

The question of making a donation from the funds of the 
Past and Present Association will be discussed at the next 
general Committee meeting.

In the meantime it is felt that Branches of The Past and 
Present Association could do a great deal to assist this move
ment by contacting the Boys’ Club organisation in their 
district. Many of those who have been in' the Army have a 
great contribution to make by way of leadership; if they will 
come forward and help, the Club movement will have the 
virility and character which the sponsors desire it to have.

The Boys’ Clubs have the wholehearted support of the 
Colonel of the Regt., Brigadier N. I. Whitty, D.S.O.

---------4--------- -
BRITISH LEGION EXHIBITION

An event which will be of outstanding interest to all 
Serving and Ex-Service men and women, takes place next 
January, when the British Legion hold an exhibition St the 
Central Hall, Westminster.

The objects- of the exhibition are to bring together under 
one roof a representation of all the varied activities of the 
Legion; to show how this ex-Service movement has developed 
during the last quarter of a century; and to demonstrate the 
permanent place in which the Legion' must occupy in the social 
structure of this country.

From January 22nd to February 1st, it is expected that 
thousands of ex-Service men and women, as well as the general 
public, will come to the Central Hall to learn mere about the 
movement which concerns them so intimately.

Although many final details have yet to be arranged, the 
main plan is fixed. In the exhibition hall, by means of 
large scale photographs, diagrams and displays, the history 
of the British Legion will be told in a series of striking wall 
displays. The growth of the movement from its early be
ginnings will be traced, showing the story of our foundation, 
the rapid growth in the years between the wars, through the 
new war to the present day, and finally the plan for the 
future.

Then there will be a series of stands on which will be 
displayed, the various activities of the Legion. Legion mem
bers of the younger generation, too, will have their place in 
this exhibition. Some of them will show how they have 
tackled the business of “civvy street" and the unusual methods 
they adopted.

Concurrently with the exhibition will be staged a series 
of reunion parties. Each evening the special reunion hall, 
has been reserved ior a particular section of the Forces. Here 
the men and women who served together will meet again to 
see an entertainment provided by ex-service stars. Many of 
their leaders.it is.hoped, will be able to be present.

The object of the exhibition, as with all exhibitions, is 
to publicise—to make known the work of the Legion—to tell 
the younger generation that the British Legion is a live 
force in our National life and one which they should support 
by membership and Service.

T E L E P H O N E  2838 M A ID ST O N E

BENNITTS LTD.
Mbolegate anb IRetail {Tobacconists 

6 and 63a, HIGH STREET
AND

14, MARKET STREET,
MAIDSTONE

All Orders promptly executed.
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THE QUEEN’S OWN 
PAST & PRESENT ASSOCIATION

CHATHAM BRANCH
Tlie monthly meeting of Chatham Branch was held at 

the Drill Hall on Monday. November 4th. Mr. J. Wright 
presided in the absence ot the Chairman (Mr .L. Thompson), 
whose wife had met with an accident (I’m told that soft 
soap or trip wires were not found at the scene).

Major R. W. Brothers, Branch President, and Capts. Payne 
and Grimshaw, from Gravesend Branch, were accorded a 
hearty welcome.

It was decided to announce the December meeting through 
the local press. Mi’. Addiscott was elected to represent the 
branch at the Cenotaph in London on November 10th.

The Branch paraded with ex-Service Organisations at 
Chatham for Remembrance Day Service in Victoria Garden.

It was decided to acquaint local British Legion Branches 
of the time and place of meetings for the information of their 
members.

Hearty Seasonal Greetings to all members of the Branch, 
Branches of the Association and comrades in the Bns.

G. H. Anchors.

The Annual Meeting was held on December 2nd at the 
Drill Hall. The Chairman (L. Thompson) opened the meeting 
(in a beer bath, thanks to the awkwardness of the Standard- 
bearer) by welcoming all present, especially Capt. E. Payne, 
who had now joined the Branch. Joe Wright deputised for 
the Secretary (Tug Wilson) who had to leave early. Minutes 
were read and confirmed, and the Cash Accounts accepted. 
The Steward was accorded a vote of thanks for services to the 
Branch. The following were elected for the ensuing year: — 
President—Major R. W. Brothers, Vice-President—Capt. E. 
Payne, Chairman—L. Thompson, Secretary—B. Dibley, Treasurer 
—J. Wright, Standard-bearer and Branch Correspondent—G. 
Anchors. Committee :— Thorn', Hales, A. S. Smith, Read, L. 
Hughes, Kennett.

A vote of thanks and appreciation was accorded Joe Wright 
for his services to the Branch since its inception and particu
larly during the war. In reply Joe said he was always pleased 
to do what he could to help the Branch along and if all 
members were as interested ^s he. the future success of the 
Bran'ch would be assured. Capt. Payne voiced his appreciation of 
the honour bestowed on him by the Branch.

A proposal that a fine of 3d. be imposed oh members not 
wearing the Association Badge at meetings and other Branch 
functions, or able to prove that one had been ordered, was 
carried unanimously.

Apropros Indoor Games Competitions between Branches, 
in order to start the ball rolling Chatham challenges any 
Branch ready to accept a Home or Away match. Secretaries 
should write to J. Wright, “Prince Alfred,” Pair Row, Chatham. 
All the best for 1947. G. An’chors.

LONDON BRANCH
Here we are once again, but nothing much to report 

owing to the fact that our meeting takes place after I have 
to send all the correspondence in to the Editor. However, 
I take this opportunity of wishing all members of the Regt., 
at home and overseas, old Comrades, a Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year.

Our first meeting of the New Year will take place at the 
■Chevrons Club, 23. Rutland Gate, London, S.W.7. Dinner at 
7 p.m. Table reserved for those that wish to have dinner 
at 2s. 6d. per head, meeting at 8 p.m.

Remembrance Day at the Cenotaph, November 10th, 1946, 
the London Bran'ch was represented by our Vice-Chairman 
and Secretary, Mr. Elson and Mr. Snell.

One other point before closing down, members of the 
Branch subs, are due by quite a number of the old members, 
so don't forget—dive down lads. W. A. Cole.

Gillingham,
Kent.

Dear Sir, November 27th, 1946.
Following the suggestion of our old comrade, George 

Carter and others, I would like to give a few more 
reminiscences of the part that the 2nd Bn. took in the South 
African Campaign’ of 1900-2. They were then a part of Sir 
Leslie S. Rundle’s 8th Division, otherwise known as Rundle’s 
Greyhounds or the Ragged and Starving 8th. At Biddlesburgb 
on May 29th, 1900, when ihe veldt was in names. Maj. chornaiey 
Harrisson had two horses shot from under him. He lived to 
be the oldes.t officer in the Regt. The night before the 
Biddlesburg engagement was bitterly cold, and despite much 
hard marching and being tired, most of us walked about all 
night in an effort to keep warm. After the fight, the Boer 
Commandant sent a message to our lines to ask if we could 
send him a doctor to attend the Boer wounded. This wish 
was complied with, and Cpl. Tommy Dorrell accompanied the 
doctor to the Boer Camp. Tommy, for his work on that day, 
was promoted to “Queen’s Sergeant,” and awarded the D.S.M. 
Our part in the engagement earned the praise of General 
Campbell, commanding the 16th Brigade. He stated that the 
discipline and gallantry of the 2nd Royal West Kents was 
beyond praise.

Colonel Groves, our Commanding Officer, also received a 
dispatch from Colonel Lloyd, commanding the 2nd Grenadier 
Guards. He wrote that the 2nd Grenadier Guards will never 
forget how the 2nd Royal West Kents supported them on that 
day.

On Sunday, July 29th, 1900, at Wittebergen. Prinsloo 
surrendered with 4,000 men, after getting ’ their artillery away 
before surrender. As the Boers came in it was noticed that 
they had three ponies each. One was used for riding one 
to change over for a rest, and a third to carry their camp 
equipment. Under the circumstances one can imagine how 
our Infantry Division was kept on the move. As they came 
in, we were formed up to pay them the honours of war, 
presenting arms. Such a guard of honour would have been 
a strange sight in Hyde Park. Bearded, with ragged jackets, 
trousers being worn out. we wore sacks, kilt fashion, and were 
almost bootless. Then came the blockhouse line. Each block
house being about one thousand yards apart, and garrisoned 
by about 12 men and one N.C.O. This was a loneiv ana- 
monotonous life. It was a Saturday night in the Frankfort— 
Heiltron blockhouse line. Most of us were standing outside 
the blockhouse gazing across the wide open1 veidt Someon; 
remarked, “Saturday night, if I were in dear old Chatham, 1 
would be up at the “Wellington” having a pint, instead of 
being in a forsaken place like this.”

Then our Sgt. (old Patsy Smith of G Coy.) asked if any
one had heard the following lines, which he quoted to us— 
Oh solitude where are the charms—that sages can see in thy 
face—Better dwell in the midst of alarms—Then reign in this 
horrible place. These lines are supposed to have been’ written 
by Alexandra Selkirk. On the voyage to Table Bay, shortly 
after leaving Les Palmas, six soldier stowaways and an Irish 
boy of 14 years of age appeared on deck, but I hope to tell 
the full story, of this some other time. In conclusion. A 
Merry Christmas and A Prosperous New Year to all Past and 
Present members of the Queen’s Own.

I am. Yours respectfully.
■** W. Williams.

Ex-No. 2879.
----------A---------

SUBSCRIPTIONS
s. d. s. d.

W. Metcalf ........ 6 0 Capt. W. W. Stitt .. 9 0
R. H. Wilson ...... 5 0 P.R.I., 13 I.T.C.
P.M.C., 13 I.T.C...... 1 4 (July to Oct.) ... . 70 0
F. G. Sanders ...... 5 0 J. H. Outten ..... . 5 0
Gravesend Branch Lt.-Col. F. Russell .. 9 0

(Jan. to Sept.) 48‘0 E. Jenkins (2 yrs.) .. 10 0
W. Pye ............. 5 0 H. W. Maxlow ..... . 5 0
A. Webb ........... 5 0 M. R. Andsley ..... . 5 0
F G Hills 5 0 R. W. Pease .......... 0
F Bird ........... .. 5 0 C A. Butcher ..... . 5 0
N. A. Dumbrell ....., .5 0 P.R.I., 2 R.W.K.

5 o . 60 0
Deptford and District R. A. Cambridge .. .. 5 0

(Jan. to May) .... 40 0 W. C. Hayman ..... . 5 0
B. R. Hale (2 yrs.) .. 10 0 G. H. Whitby ..... 6
Lt.-Col. F. J. Dearing 9 0 *
P.R.I., 13 Holding Bn. 

(Oct. to Nov.) .... 33 4
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ICE SKATING IN B.A.O.R.

Thousands of British serving men and women stationed 
in B.A.O.R. were taught to skate last winter by Naafi’s skating 
instructress, Josephine Montagu-Woods. During the three 
months she was insructing in Germany, Josephine made 
skating No. 1 pastime among the boys in B.A.O.R. She taught 
men an'd women of all Services and all ranks how to skate. 
Among her most enthusiastic pupils in Bad Hartzburg were 
two Air Vice-Marshals.

Josephine is going" out to Germany again this winter— 
under the aegis of N.A.A.g.1.-—and in addition’ to teachng 
"rookies” the elements of skating, Josephine intends con
tinuing lessons to her Service pupils of last year. Together 
with Mr. A. J. Adams, Chief of Naafl’s Sports Section, she has 
mapped out a curriculum which will bring successful nuDils 
up to N.S.A. Bronze Medal standard. She herself is a gold 
medallist. Facilities may be provided in Germany for Service 
sportsmen to take their Ice Skating Medal examinations.

Last year Naafl’s sports team in the Hartz Mountains 
borrowed an'idea from Swiss winter sports resorts.... flooding 
tennis courts for a flat, smooth, open-air ice rink. The 
experiment was so successful feat it will be repeated this year.

Last winter the Hartz Mountains, pre-war winter sports 
, mecca of wealthy visitors from all over Europe, was the main 
centre of Services skating in' B.A.O.R. This season Kiel, Ham
burg, Iserlohn and Berlin will be brought into the scheme 
too. R.A.F. H.Q. at Brockenburg is quartered in the local 
Schlpss. During the winter months the wide surrounding 
moat freezes ,and in off-duty hours hundreds o f airmen and 
women make the most of their "skating rink.”

Three thousand pairs of skating boots and skates have - 
already been sent out to B.A.O.R. by N.A.A.F.I., and many 
thousands of pairs of clip-on skates are bein'g made available . 
for the troops in N.A.A.F.I. sports-shops in Germany.

To help novices Mr. Adams, of Naafl, has written a ' 
special skating song to the tune of “Peggy O’Neill." The 
music helps to sychronise balance and body swing, and the 
words, give practical hints and advice to learners. Special 

\ records are being made of the song, . which should prove 
Invaluable for mass teaching of Ice-skating.

An attractive blonde in her late twenties, kits. Montagu- 
Woods—Josephine to her former pupils in B'.A.O.R.“is the 
mother of a three-years-old daughter, who is already showing 
promise of one day emulating her mother on' the ice. Before 
the war Josephine instructed at Queen’s, Harringay and Earl’s 
Court rinks, and took part in the Coliseum ,ice show “St. 
Moritz.”

And can Josephine skate? After a couple of effortlessly 
graceful exhibition runs round -.the Richmond Rink she took 
my hand and.led men— protesting, and for the first time in 
my life—on’ to the rink.

“Lean well forward and push outward,” said Josephine. •
I did. " And I was skating......  Before the lesson was

over I was skating backwards...... and not the way you mean
either.

— .--- „

2nd BATTALION, THE QUEEN’S OWN R.W.K. 
BAND IS TOURING GERMANY

The Regimental Band of The Queen’s Own Royal West 
JECent Regiment is on tour in B.A.O.R.

It arrived in Germany this month, and will tour the 
whole of B.A.O.R., playing at various functions and parades.

The "band is at present on a tour of duty with British 
troops in Berlin, but will return to its home Bn„  the 2nd Bn’., 
in Brunswick, at the end of the month.

After its stay in Berlin', the band will be returning to the 
2nd Bn’s, headquarters in the former Hitler Youth Academy - 
on the outskirts Of Brunswick.
. Using the headquarters as a base, it will tour fee whole 
of the Divisional area.

The band will spend Christmas with the 2nd Bn.
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