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THE REGIMENTAL ASSOCIATION WEB SITE
WWW.THEQUEENSOWNBUFFS.COM

Over the next few weeks the regimental web site will be the subject of some updating but this will
not interfere with access to the site. Over the past few months steady progress has been made
with the scanning of past Dragon Magazines, Queen’s Own Gazettes etc and a considerable nhumber
are now available on the web site for you to see. It is hoped that the project will be completed by the
summer.

The scanned magazines are in PDF format and have been run through Optical Character Recognition
(OCR) software to allow them to be searched by year group. Please note however that due to the
age, condition and fonts used, that OCR is not 100% accurate. If searching for say a name that you
believe should appear try just using part of it instead, so try using say ‘smi’ instead of ‘smith’.

The links will attempt to open the PDF in a new browser window if the option is supported by your web
browser. You are free to download the PDFs, if you do not have reader software installed it can be
freely acquired from Adobe Reader or Foxit Software.

Some of the scanned magazines have been provided by the University of Kent and are subject to their
copyright condition, you are advised to read Special Collections and Archives, Queen’s Own Buffs,
The Regimental Association Collection Regimental Journals Copyright and reuse conditions which
you will find on the front page of any relevant University items. For any queries or information please
contact Special Collections and Archives Templeman Library, University of Kent, Canterbury, CT2
7NU Email: specialcollections@kent.ac.uk Phone: +44 (0)1227 82 7138.

Those that have been scanned by the University are filed on their web site by code number only.
These items are now being reprocessed by this office to ensure that they are easily identifiable by
name, month and year.

The collection is not complete and we are missing some of the earlier magazines, both Buff Dragons
and Queen’s Own Gazettes, so if you have any from the late 19th century through to the early 20th
century copies please let me know.

Those items that have been scanned etc by the University are now on their web site: The link to our
Buffs Home Page and web pages is: https://www.kent.ac.uk/library/specialcollections/other/queens-
own-buffs. The home page will be completely re designed and the ease of access radically improved
over the next few months.

Once the project to complete the scanning of the magazines that are our responsibilty is complete
then they will all be uploaded onto the University Web Page. Copies will also be retained on the
Queen’s Own Buffs and Friends of the Buffs websites.

This joint project with the university of Kent has made history in that we are the only Regimental
Association that has negotiated such an agreement with a University. Consequently we have got to
ensure that it is completed from our end. It has already proved highly successful in that it has led to
nearly 400,000 visits to our own web site and the University and confident that, once their web site
has been re designed that they will enjoy an equivalent level of success.

If you need any further information please do not hesitate to contact me on
07522914562 or by email: contact@friendsofthebuffs-rekr.com.

PW
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FROM THE WEB SITE

From: Richard Brennan
Email: rjbrennan091066@yahoo.co.uk
Queen’s Own Buffs Cap Badge

Can anybody please tell me if the Queen’s Own
Buffs wore their own regimental cap badge
during their 5 year existence, or if they wore that
of the Home Counties Brigade for the duration
up to the formation of the Queen’s Regiment?

I've had conflicting replies previously, but none
from anyone who actually served with the
regiment at that time.

If any Queen’s Own Buffs Veterans could put me
straight I'd be very grateful - thanks

Reply from John Ireland

Richard:

The Regiment only ever wore the
Home Counties Brigade cap badge,
the Saxon Crown pictured left, in
the entire period of its existence.

Reply from Nigel Bristow
Email: nigel_bristow@sky.com

I have in my procession a letter dated 13th march
2002 from the QOBs Colchester branch signed
G R Arnot.

The letter in brief states that a badge was
designed as far back as 1957 with the impending
1961 amalgamation and production went
ahead, a few badges were produced | have two
variations in my collection of badges and regalia
of the QORWKR and the QOBs.

Although they were never issued ,if anyone
would like either a photo of the badges or a copy
of the letter please contact me.

From: Pete Terry
Email: pete7730@yahoo.co.uk
Tracing a relative

Good afternoon - I'm trying to get some of the
service history of my Great Uncle G/589 Frank
Henry TERRY who died in action at Arras on the
9th of August 1917, | was wondering if you had
any archives which may ‘fill in some of the gaps’.

-4] -

Reply from Mick Mills
Re: Tracing a relative

Pete

There is contradiction regarding his forename.
His medal rolls and ‘Soldiers who Died in the
Great War’ refer to him as Harry whereas the
Commonwealth War Graves Commission refer
to him as Frank Henry.

His service record has not survived so there
isn't much information available on him. From’
Soldiers who Died in the Great War’ we know he
was born in Charing Heath and that he enlisted
at Ashford. His service number G589 indicates
that he joined The Buffs in late August or early
September 1914. He was posted to the first of
The Buffs’ service Battalions, the 6th Battalion,
and went overseas with them on 1/6/1915. The
Battalion’s first action was at the Battle of Loos
in October 1915 where they suffered heavily. In
March 1916 a member of the Battalion, William
Cotter won the Buffs’ only VC of the conflict.
They fought in the Battle of the Somme with their
first involvement being at Ovillers on 3/7/1916.
In April 1917 they were in the first attack at the
Battle of Arras.

On 9/8/1917 the Battalion were in camp at
Beaurains near Arras. Four officers and 86 Other
ranks had volunteered to take part in a raid on the
German Lines. They had been training for the
raid for a week. The raid commenced at 19:45
and they succeeded in entering the German
trenches, killing Germans, destroying dug-
outs and taking 80 prisoners. Heavy enfilade
machine gun fire hampered their advance. The
party returned to the camp at 03:00 the following
morning and were played in by the drums.
Thirty eight Buffs officers and men were killed,
wounded or missing.

The records show that 16 men were killed on
the raid. Only one, Second Lieutenant Francis
Sowter,is buried in a marked grave. The rest have
their names inscribed on the Arras Memorial or
(wrongly) the Menin Gate Memorial.

From: Rich West
Email: contemplation40@yahoo.co.uk
Wilfred West 3rd Buffs
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| have been researching my great grandfather,
Wilfred West, who joined the 3rd battalion The
Buffs in April 1915 and then was transferred to
the 5th and ended up going into Baghdad.

| have his NA record now and some of it is very
difficult to read. | was wondering, if Mick Mills has
the time to look it over and see if he can make
sense of some of it. Knowing the terminology he
probably can identify words | can't etc.

Also | have just had an email from a lady who
needed some help on her relative. | have found
his birth for her and an issue of The Dragon in
which his promotion ceremony to CSM in 1938
is mentioned. I'm going to see if | can find more,
but his name is Arthur William Elvery if you have
any accessible information.

| would be very grateful for any help you could
offer to complete my grandad’s picture and this
lady would also be overjoyed at your help. With
very best wishes and many thanks,

Rich West

Reply from Mick Mills
Rich

| have seen the service document and here are
some notes onthe military aspects. Unfortunately
I'm unable to trace the other chap as service
documents from the post WW1 era are not in the
public domain.

Wilfred joined The Buffs at Dover on 14/4/1915
as a volunteer for the duration of the war. He
was posted to the 3rd Battalion at the depot at
Canterbury and given service number G6096

Appointed unpaid Lance Corporal  16/5/1915
Appointed paid Lance Corporal 21/9/1915
Appointed paid Acting Corporal 24/711916

He would normally have been allocated to one
of the New Army battalions (6th, 7th or 8th) and
gone overseas within a few months but for some
reason he stayed with the 3rd Battalion at the
depot and then posted to the 5th Battalion. This
was a Territorial Battalion so it is unusual to see
New Army men posted to it.

The 5th Battalion had suffered losses in
Mesopotamia in January 1917. These were
mainly replaced by 4th Battalion (also Territorials)
men who were serving in India so | don’t know
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why this man was sent there and not to the
Western Front.

Embarked for India 14/3/1917

Embarked at Bombay 28/5/1917 on HT Mutlah
Disembarked at Basrah 5/6/1917

Joined 5th Battalion 9/7/1917

Admitted 21 Field Ambulance with debility on
17/8/1917 then 27 Casualty Clearing Station

To convalescence at depot in Baghdad 19/8/1917
Rejoined unit 8/9/1917

Admitted 21 Field Ambulance with pharyngitis
21/9/1917. Discharged 29/9/1917 Rejoined
unit 29/9/1917. Admitted 21 Field Ambulance
with septic hand ?? 30/10/1917. Discharged
11/11/1917. Rejoined unit 12/11/1917

To soda water factory ?? 15/3/1918
Rejoined unit 24/3/191.

Admitted 22 Field Ambulance 9/6/1918 injury
to forehead ?? (maybe something to with the
explosion of a gas cylinder or regulator which
is referred to in the fragmented inquiry in his
service record)

Returned to duty 10/6/1918

Proficiency pay increased to Class 1 1/7/1918
Rejoined 5th Buffs 18/1/1919

Embarked on SS Elephanta for home 4/3/1919

Transferred to Class Z of the Army Reserve
(normal for discharged men) 7/5/1919

Reply from Rich

| am very grateful for the addition to my notes
that you have provided. ’

Thank you ever so much.

From Gary Cummins
Email: garyphillipcummins@gmail.com
Trying to research father’s military history
Hello, my father served in The Buffs during WW2

and went on to remain in the services after the
war at Colchester garrison.
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