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The White Horse of Kent with motto “Invicta”
South Africa, 1900-02
Peninsula
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Punniar
Aisne, 1914
Moodkee
Ypres, 1914, 15, 17, 18
Ferozeshah
Hill 60
Aliwal
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Sabraon
Somme, 1916, 18
Alma
Arras, 1917, 18
Inkerman
Vimy,
1917
Sevastopol
Amiens
Lucknow
Hindenburg Line
Taku Forts
Italy, 1917-18
New Zealand
Struma
South Africa, 1879
Gallipoli, 1915
Egypt, 1882
Gaza
Nile, 1884-85
Jerusalem
Chitral
Defence of Kut al Amara
Relief of Kimberley
Baghdad
Paardeberg
Sharqat

Afghanistan, 191S
North-West Europe, 1940
Alem Hamza
El Alamein
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Medjez Plain
Centuripe
Sicily, 1943
Trigno
Sangro
Anzio
Cassino
Trasimene Lint
Argenta Gap
Leros
Malta, 1940-42
Defence of Kohima
Shweli

Colonel-in-Chief: His Majesty King Frederik IX, K.G., King of Denmark
Colonel of the Regiment: H.R.H. Princess Marina, Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E,
Deputy Colonel of the Regiment: Major-Genoral D. E. B. Talbot, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C.
Associate Colonel of the Regiment: Major-General R. W. Craddock, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O.
ALLIED REGIMENTS OF THE CANADIAN ARMY
The Queen’s Own Rifles of Canada — Colonel-in Chief: H.R.H. Princess Alexandra of Kent, G.C.V.O.
The Royal New Brunswick Regiment (Carleton and York) — Colonel-in-Chief: H.M. The Queen
The Essex and Kent Scottish— Colonel-in-Chief: H.R.H. Princess Marina, Duchess of Kent, O.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
ALLIED BATTALION OF AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY
3rd Battalion The Royal New South Wales Regiment
ALLIED REGIMENT OF THE NEW ZEALAND MILITARY FORCES
The Canterbury Regiment
REGULAR AND TERRITORIAL BATTALIONS
1st Battalion — Moore Barracks, Shorncliffe
4th Battalion The Buffs (T.A.)— Canterbury
5th Battalion The Buffs (T.A.) — Broadstalrs
4th/5th Battalion The Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment (T.A.) — Tonbridge
UNITS OF THE CADET FORCE AFFILIATED
1st A.C.F. Battalion The Buffs — Canterbury
2nd A.C.F. Battalion The Buffs — Folkestone
1st A.C.F. Battalion The Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment—Sidcuo
2nd A.C.F. Battalion The Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment — Tonbridge
REGIMENTAL HEADQUARTERS — OLD INFANTRY BARRACKS, CANTERBURY, KENT
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Photo: Kentish Gazette
A souvenir of a memorable and unique occasion. The \Colonel-in-Chief with the Colonel
at his side, flanked by the Deputy and Associate Colonels, on the steps of Moore
Barracks, Officers' Mess.
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IN V ICTA
THE

EDITOR’S PAGE

month’s issue is, perhaps not unexpectedly and
THIScertainly
without any misgivings or excuses, devoted

almost exclusively to that unforgettable and glorious day,
Saturday, 23rd June, 1962. It is the Editor’s hope that all
his usual contributors will understand the reasons for this;
that they will not take amiss the exclusion of their usual
monthly offering; and that they will come back at him
again in full flow for the August issue.
The many aspects of the day on which the 1st Bat
talion received its new Colours and on which the Regiment
was honoured by the presence of the Colonel-in-Chief
and his Queen and of the Colonel are fully covered, in
articles and photographs, on the pages that follow. All
of them tell the story of a memorable, historic and unique
occasion—unique in that, as far as can be discovered,
never before in the annals of the British Army have two
such Royal Personages been, if one may so term it, “on
parade” together.
Much has been written recently, in connection with
matters in another place, of “the Press having missed a
trick”. A diligent search for even a few lines about the
events of 23rd June having been made, wholly without
result, through the many pages of the so-called more
reputable newspapers on the following two days, it is
conceivable that some readers may, like the Editor, feel
that Public Relations have gone and missed one too!
Towards the close of the day two telegrams were
received by the Commanding Officer. The first, from the
Colonei-in-Chief, ran as follows:—
“To all ranks of the Regiment T wish to express my
appreciation and heartfelt thanks for the beautiful
and truly well organised parade with which you
honoured me today.
Frederik R.”
The second, from the Colonel, said:—
“I was deeply impressed by the splendid parade and
send you and all ranks my warmest congratulations
on a wonderful and memorable occasion.
Marina. Colonel.”
Could one possibly ask for two more delightful and
heart-warming messages than those?

Five members of the Regiment were greatly honoured,
two days before the Colours Presentation, by an invitation
to Luncheon on board His Majesty’s Yacht “Dannebrog”
as she lay in the River in the heart of London. The Deputy

and Associate Colonels, the Officers Commanding 4th and
5th Battalions The Buffs (T.A.) and the Regimental Secre
tary were those so honoured and it was a rare privilege
indeed to sit down to Luncheon with the Colonel-in-Chief
and Her Majesty Queen Ingrid as one’s host and hostess.
Among those also invited were Field Marshal The Viscount
Slim, General Sir Robert Mansergh and Lord Tenby, the
President of the Anglo-Danish Society. For all of us it was
delightful to meet the Danish Ambassador, Mr. Nils
Sveningsen, and such old and faithful Regimental friends
as Colonel Voile Gyth, His Majesty’s Principal Staff
Officer, and Lt. Col. His Highness Prince Georg, the
Danish Military Attache, and his wife.
On the previous evening the Associate Colonel had
been present at London Airport to greet, on behalf of the
Regiment, Her Majesty Queen Tngrid when she arrived
by air from Copenhagen. The Deputy Colonel—who, with
Mrs. Talbot, came over from BAOR for the week pre
ceding the Colours presentation—was himself unable to be
present owing to a long-standing prior engagement with
the Tonbridge School CCF, who extracted an extra half
holiday out of him at the end of his Annual Inspection.
And now the Battalion is in Cyprus, no doubt putting
up, on Exercise Berengaria, just as stirring a performance
as they did on that ceremonial parade, To them all, and in
particular to the Commanding Officer, all readers will wish
to join the Editor in sending their warmest congratulations
and sincerest good wishes.
Both the Commanding Officer and the Regimental
Secretary have received, since the Parade, literally scores
of letters from guests and spectators, all of them express
ing their thanks, their pleasure and their delight at having
been present at the ceremony. Space does not permit the
printing of these letters but it goes without saying how
much they were all appreciated.
Finally, readers will be glad to hear that Lt. Col.
Mike Grove, the Assistant Regimental Secretary at Maid
stone, has now recovered from the sudden acute illness
which overtook him on 2nd June. With the Colours pre
sentation then only 3 weeks away and with Maidstone
Cricket Week and the Re-union following hard on the
heels at that ceremony it is probably true to say that, of
the fifty-two weeks available in any one year, the poor chap
could not by any stretch of the imagination have selected
a worse 5 weeks in which to be “off the road"! It is,
however (and to coin a phrase), “A great life if you don't
weaken”!
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THE COLOUR PARADE
by Gregory Blaxland
HEY had marched past in slow time, holding a huge
T
crowd enthralled, and now they swung majestically
back into line again, with the four guards left-forming
together and each man halting on coming into alignment
as if mechanically controlled. It was a difficult manoeuvre
superbly executed; scarcely a man had to move when they
were ordered to get their dressing.
Then came the advance in review order and the stately
dignity of the slow march was replaced by the swing and
vigour of quick time as 275 white-gloved hands were swung
forward as one. Then the sudden, unprompted halt, the
royal salute, the crash of the present-arms, and the new
Colours billowed as they dipped down to the turf, the
creamy buff of the Regimental Colour blending glowingly
with the green grass behind it and the green embroidery
upon it.
This was not only the culmination of a magnificent
parade; it was the first drill movement the Regiment had
performed with its own set of Colours and as such it
marked the consummation of the shotgun wedding which
was ordained five years ago. There was much gloom abroad
in that July of 1957, but gradually realisation came that
if in these days of prosperity there were not enough volun
teers in Kent to fill two infantry regiments, the wise thing
to do was to combine.
Even so, there were sceptics enough who found it hard
to believe that the new Regiment could acquire overnight
the qualities of its famous forebears, and there were many
critical eyes focused on the young men who marched
on parade—eyes, moreover, attuned to the standards of
pre-war days when drill played a larger part in the life
of the soldier. For The Queen’s Own Buffs, The Royal
Kent Regiment, it was a day of triumph. They showed
that there is much to be said for this ‘hybrid vigour’ which
farmers advocate, and all who saw them were bound to
admit that they were worthy of their parents. There was
in fact nothing grudging about any of the praise I heard.
Even the strongest of regimental partisans left the field
filled with pride in the new creation.
*
Occasion was in the air long before the start. The
sky was at its brightest and best, a dazzling blue flaked
by a few wispy cloud patterns, and the balm of a breeze
floated in from the west. The seats, shaped in a crescent
on either side of the pavilion, gradually became vivid with
colour as the ladies arrived. There were greetings and
gaiety and an excited hum of chatter, and the ground was
soon quite enveloped.
The build-up was tremendous—indeed, it is hard to
praise the climax higher than to say that it proved worthy.
It began with the march-on of the troops with band and
drums beside them, and a fine sight they made in their
blue and scarlet uniforms, with the white belts and gloves,
against the rich green of the cricket ground, and beyond,
a most effective background, stood the green bulbous hills
on which our soldiers had twice waited to repel the enemy.
The officers assembled and the warrant officers showed
us something new in arms drill by marching out to hand
over with rifles held vertical from by the chin, the new
position, I understand, of the high port. The officers took

post with drawn swords, and how nice it was to see the
number one uniform equipped with the appendages origi
nally intended but so rarely seen; scarlet sash, metal scab
bard, and gold shoulder braids.
Now came the owners, the representatives of the
people to whom the Regiment belongs. The Mayor of
every City and Borough in Kent—a total of 23—was there
with his Town Clerk and Macebearers, and a wonderfully
colourful scene they made as they processed to their seats
in front of the pavilion. The macebearers sat together in
a row next to the Chelsea Pensioners; each had slightly
different uniform and a different hat, tricorn, gold-braided
topper, cocked hat, or Napoleonist, and there were differ
ences in all the intricately ornamented maces which glit
tered together in dazzling array.
Now the two rows of chairs stretching from either side
of the dais began to get filled, first by the five officiating
chaplains, with the Chaplain General at their head, then
by the Army Commander, who had his moment on the
dais to receive a general salute, and then by the Mayor
of Folkestone and his party. Next came Queen Ingrid of
Denmark, a figure of marvellous grace dressed in a dark
shade of pink, and with her came the Lord-Lieutenant
of Kent.
It was now the turn of the Colonel of the Regiment
who made her entry along the red carpet with a Yeoman
Warder ahead and the Associate Colonel at her side,
and it was a happy chance that the former Colonel-inChief of The Queen’s Own should have been paired off
with a former officer of The Buffs, while the former
Colonel-in-Chief of The Buffs had as his escort the former
Colonel of The Queen’s Own. The Princess, who was
received with a royal salute, looked magnificent in a coat
of shimmering green which was surely the perfect choice
for the occasion.
The stage was at last set for the entry of the Colonelin-Chief, and after all these preliminaries it certainly
needed a man of his stature to carry it off. I hope it will
not sound disrespectful to say that I gasped when I saw
him, but observing his light step and superb physique it
seemed impossible to believe that he is 63. With the light
blue sash of the Garter adorning his dark blue uniform
he certainly dominated the scene.
Soon the King was inspecting his Regiment for the
first time, and the band was playing those same old tunes,
better known by ear than by name, which make these
parades such nostalgic occasions and give them an age
lessness with which changes in dress and arms are unable
to interfere.
Stronger assaults of nostalgia were soon to come. The
inspection having been followed by a troop by band and
drums, the two sets of old Colours were trooped, admir
ably escorted by No. 1 Guard. Then, leaving their escorting
guard, the four Colours were carried off to the strains of
Auld Lang .Syne, being lowered in salute to the Colonel-inChief and linking up with their colour sergeants before
being marched slowly but relentlessly off the ground, with
the band conspiring in the assault on the emotions by
fading its volume, Just before disappearing, the Colours
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caught a gust of wind and swirled proudly as a farewell
gesture.
The past was soon banished by the sight of the new
Colours draped over the piled drums and by the voice of
the Chaplain General consecrating the Colours and asking
for God’s grace on all who shall follow them. Then the
ensigns, kneeling on one knee, received the Colours from
the hand of the Colonel-in-Chief.
In an address tinged but far from saturated by a
foreign accent, the Colonel-in-Chief made two points
which specially caught the ear. One was his expression of
pleasure at the presence of the Princess, the Colonel of the
Regiment, and indeed it must surely have made the occa
sion unique, at any rate among regiments of the Line,
that there should have been members of two Royal Houses
on parade. The second was his revealing of the fact that
Danes had served in The Queen’s Own as well as in The
Buffs during the war. The two regiments, it seems, had
more in common than they realised!
The Commanding Officer’s reply, expressing gratitude
both to the Colonel-in-Chief and the Colonel for honour
ing the Regiment with their presence, sounded wonderfully
clear and relaxed. The mind shuddered at all he had had
to carry in his head during the course of the parade.
Then the line was re-formed and the Battalion received
their new Colours with a fine present arms, while the
band played God Save The Queen. They now formed
column for the march-past, with their own Colours thus
securely in their ranks, and the members of Nos. 2 and 3
Guards were in motion for the first time for almost two
hours.
The wait had proved too much for one or two unfor
tunates, but that the vast majority had not wilted in the
slightest was emphatically demonstrated as they swept past
the saluting base. And as they finally marched away to
the stirring beat of ‘The Queen's Own Buffs’, after the
departure of their Colonels, there was a lightness and free
dom in their stride that was exhilarating to watch.
‘Frondescit’ was the word which came most readily to
mind. On the greensward of Kent they had made their
laurels greener yet.

A PAGE OF HISTORY
by Robin Tuke
LL the pomp and panoply of peace assembled in the
A
ampitheatre to honour and greet the young warriors
as they marched into the arena. The sun beamed in blazing
glory and a gentle breeze fluttered the old Colours of the
two historic Regiments, now merged to make a new one.
The verdant hills beyond encircled the scene like a frame
to some great artist’s masterpiece. A poignant page in
history was in process of being woven on a green tapestry.
In the Royal enclosure the shimmering creations of the
ladies contrasted with the sober hues worn by many
distinguished gentlemen who had borne the brunt of the
great battles and campaigns of this turbulent twentieth
century, and as is the habit of the British Army, had won
the final round. The scarlet and gold of the dignified
mayors of the ancient City of Canterbury and the boroughs
of Kent, led by the Mayor of Folkestone, and accom
panied by their bewigged and learned Clerks, reminded
the onlooker that the profession of Arms in this sceptred
isle is always subservient to Civil authority.
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A more fluent pen has described in detail the enthrall
ing scene as it developed before the admiring throng; there
fore it would be superfluous and boring to tread the same
path step by step. Looking back on this great occasion
certain thoughts evolve and these are recorded in the few
paragraphs which follow.
All spectators must have been seized with admiration
at the smartness of those on parade and the perfection of
the drill, some of which was new to old soldiers. For
instance, it must be a century or more since soldiers shoul
dered arms instead of sloping them, but the new rifle has
imposed a reversion to an old practice—and how well it
was performed!
The long ceremony of trooping entails a lengthy period
of standing to attention, but not a man moved. The whole
battalion might have been frozen stiff yet, no doubt, the
blazing sun was grilling them.
The splendour of the noble pageantry was enhanced
by the presence of our Colonel-in-Chief, His Majesty King
Frederik of Denmark, the Viking King, who addressed the
parade with stirring phrases. It was an honour and a
delight, too, to observe our Royal Colonel, Princess Marina,
at his side looking charming in a loose fitting coat of
bright emerald green. His Majesty’s Consort, Queen Ingrid,
too was near the dais in a beautiful dress of salmon pink
to add lustre to the scene.
It must be unique for the Deputy Colonel, Major
General D. E. B. Talbot, formerly of The Queen’s Own
Royal West Kent Regiment, and the Associate Colonel,
Major General R. W. Craddock, late The Buffs, with the
Colonel-in-Chief and Colonel to be all on parade together.
Certainly never before in the long history of the two
Regiments have the four Colours been trooped together,
and it can never happen again. That is a sad and even
dreary thought, for it marks a departure from precedent
and the end of an epoch. When the Band struck up the
strains of Auld Lang Syne, with its haunting notes delving
back into the past, the Colours, streaming in the breeze,
moved slowly and solemnly down the ranks, and then quit
ted them to proceed at a funeral’s pace towards the wings,
while the music was muted. At that solemn moment many
veterans amongst the spectators choked down a lump in
their throats and tears of sorrow and regret were not far
from their eyes and in some cases, indeed, blurred their
vision. The obsequies of the two great Regiments had been
accomplished, and were to be followed, as it were, by a
wedding.
The Consecration of the first Colours of The Queen’s
Own Buffs, The Royal Kent Regiment, was a marriage
solemnised with great dignity, in which the blessing of
God was invoked, of The Buffs and The Queen’s Own Royal
West Kent Regiment. Although a marriage of convenience
imposed on us, which neither Regiment desired, both have
loyally accepted the inevitable. The amalgamation took
place over a year ago and now the solemnisation of the
marriage has at the same time seemed to give birth to the
new young Regiment. On the new Colours may be seen
the combined battle honours of the two old Regiments,
thus the treasured traditions of both have been maintained.
The veterans of those Regiments will follow the career of
our child with never failing interest, and if it goes on as it
started on this memorable occasion we shall view its
exploits with pride and delight.
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Y o u a r e we l
No. 6 Pall Mall

a t C o x ’s a n d K i n g ' s branch of Lloyds

Bank, 6 Pall Mall, S.W.i we have been officially
appointed Army Agents for over two hundred
years and Agents to the Royal Air Force since
its inception. Of course you may bank where
you please but the reason why so many officers
open their personal accounts with us is that we
have unrivalled experience in dealing with the

financial affairs of officers stationed at home
or abroad. We have departments specialising
in general and kit insurance, in income tax,
the purchase and sale of stocks and shares and
the safe custody of valuables. This full banking
service includes facilities for serving officers
to cash their cheques at any branch of the
Bank without prior arrangement.

An officer’s banking tran sactio n s are confidential to him and
his bank. O ur position as Official A gents in no way affects this.

LLOYDS BANK LIMITED
C O X ' S & K I N G ’S B R A N C H , 6 P A U L M A L L , S . W . I
T e l e p h o n e W H I t e h a ll 7 0 0 1

O ffic ia l A g e n ts to the A rm y and Royal A ir F o rce
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THE ADDRESSES ON PARADE
following is the text of the address by the ColonelTHEin-Chief
made immediately after he had presented
the new Colours:—
“To-day is a most important occasion for the Regi
ment. It is a great pleasure for me to be here and, on behalf
of Her Majesty The Queen, to present the 1st Battalion
its new Colours. As a Regiment you are young, but the
roots from which you spring are deep in history. The long
list of battle honours which are borne on these Colours
shows how well and gallantly your forebears served their
country. They did so during the centuries in almost every
corner of the world.
“In another respect to-day's parade is of special im
portance. A little over 7 years ago, at Canterbury, I pre
sented new Colours to the 1st Battalion The Buffs.
Twenty-four years ago, at Folkestone, the 1st Battalion
The Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment was pre
sented with new Colours by Prince George, the late Duke
of Kent. These two sets of Colours were marched off
parade for the last time to-day. I am sure that the Colonel
of the Regiment, Princess Marina, Duchess of Kent, and
others intimately concerned share my warm feelings for
the Regiment on this remarkable day of its history. We
all know the keen interest the Princess takes in the welfare
of the Regiment. For me as Colonel-in-Chief it is indeed
a special pleasure to have the Colonel of the Regiment
beside me to-day. I want to express to her my personal
thanks for her presence.
“As the last Colours of the regular Battalions of two
great Regiments, the Colours marched off parade to-day
will no doubt for ever have a special place in the hearts
of all those who are serving and have served in the Regi
ment.
“During the second world war men of my country
served in the ranks of The Buffs. Many of you will know
this, but it is probably less widely known that in the latter
stages of that war some also served in The Queen’s Own
Royal West Kent Regiment. It has always been a matter
of great pride to me that my countrymen and yours should
have served together. That men of my country should have
served in both those regiments from which you were
formed strengthens the bond between us.
“Almost every one of you on parade to-day is a
regular soldier. Behind you you have some of the finest
traditions in the British Army and a history of discipline,
courage, endurance and loyalty. Before you there is a
challenge and a great and worthwhile future. In handing
over these new Colours to you. Colonel Waring, I know'
that you and your Battalion will zealously guard them and

all. they stand for. May they also be an inspiration to you
all and to your successors to serve your Queen and country
with the same courage and devotion to duty which in the
past has given the Regiment such a distinguished history.”
In his reply the Commanding Officer spoke as
follows:—
“Your Majesty. We are very conscious of the signal
honour that you have paid us to-day in coming here to
present us with new Colours. Your presence as our
Colonel-in-Chief is a source of the greatest possible pride to
the whole Regiment, and we are deeply grateful to be so
honoured. May I also say, Sir, what a real pleasure it is
for us all that you are to-day accompanied by your
gracious Queen, and how delighted we are that our Colonel,
for whom we have such affection, is also present.
“We too. Sir, derive much pride from our service with
your countrymen, and remember the gallantry with which
they fought and their comradeship. The thriving Copen
hagen Branch of the Regimental Association is evidence of
that comradeship and to them we send special greetings
to-day and particularly to those members whom w'e are
so glad to see here.
“You have spoken, Sir, of our old Colours to which
we have just bade a sad farewell. They will indeed for
all time have a special place in our memory as witnesses
of the past glories of two great Regiments, and it is our
earnest wish that they will soon be lodged in their final
home for all to see. But it is to be hoped that those who
see them will not only look upon them as symbols of past
history and achievement but as the source from which
this Regiment draws its very being.
“To take their place in our ranks. Your Majesty, you
have most graciously presented new Colours to us to-day.
We and our successors will honour and revere them,
remembering that they have been consecrated to God’s
service, and as you have bid us so to do, will draw inspira
tion from them in the service of our country.
“Finally, Your Majesty, I beg to thank you most
humbly and warmly on behalf of all ranks of my Battalion
for the very great honour that you have paid us to-day.”

Editor's announcement:
If, when you have read through this issue and looked
at all the pictures, you would send or give it to one of
your friends you would be doing me and the Journal a
useful service. Your friend might wish to become a sub
scriber. Only 15/- per year.
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J. H. & J. BROOKE Ltd.
IM PO R TER S AND B O T T L E R S OF FIN E WINES
By A ppointment
To H.M. Queen Elizabeth II

FOR OVER 150 YEARS

Wine Merchants

LONDON

—27 Clements Lane, E.C.4
Telephone : MANsion House 5301 (2 lines) & 7097

FOLKESTONE

—134 Sandgate Road
Telephone : Folkestone 53123 (2 lines)

HYTHE, KENT

- 7 8 High Street
Telephone : 66301

D elivery by o u r ow n vans in L o n d o n , F o lkesto n e
H yth e, a nd

m a n y parts

o f th e H o m e C ounties

BY A P P O IN T M E N T T O H E R MAJESTY T H E Q U E E N
G O L D SM IT H S & C R O W N JE W E L L E R S ,
G A R R A R D & C O . L T D ., L O N D O N

A fine piece of jewellery, artistically
designed, makes a charming gift.
Produced by the house of Garrard
in gold and enamel, a badge brooch
can be a token of lasting value.
Designs and estimates for gem set
brooches are supplied free at
your request. Please address all
enquiries to the military department.

The Regimental and Brigade Badges
GARRARD & GO. LTD.
112 R e g e n t S tr e e t • L o n d o n • W .i

Crown Jewellers
Telephone: REGENT 3021 (11 lines)
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THE REGIMENT'S GUESTS

GREETINGS

While it is not the intention to print a list of those
vast numbers who accepted the Regiment’s invitation and
were present on the actual day, readers may be interested
to know that 396 guests sat down to the Royal Luncheon;
950 Officers, wives and other Regimental friends stood up
for the Buffet Luncheon; 754 Warrant Officers and Ser
geants and their families were entertained in their own
enclosure; and 2,469 Other Ranks and their families, in
cluding 738 members of the Regimental Association, were
present in theirs.

ELEGRAMS of good wishes were received, either
before or during the day, from the following:—
G.O.C. and all ranks East Africa Command; Com
manding Officer and all ranks 1st Bn. The Staffordshire
Regiment; Commander and Staff, H.Q. 3rd Division;
Brigadier N. I. Whitty; Commanding Officer and all ranks
5th Bn. The Buffs (T.A.); Major Jimmy Worts; and Capt.
Mike Smith.
Captains Lunn and Goring also telephoned their
greetings and best wishes.
To them all, the Battalion is most grateful for their
kind thoughts and messages.

To entertain, feed and generally look after just over
4,500 people is not a matter which comes one’s way very
frequently, perhaps fortunately. All the more credit, there
fore, to the “entertainers”, in the shape of 1st Battalion;
“the feeders”, in the shape of N.A.A.F.I. and Sgt. Thomp
son (A.C.C.) and his band of stalwarts; and the “looker
after-ers”, of whom there are far too many to mention by
name, for doing a wonderful job of work quite wonder
fully well.
On the Cricket Ground, in addition to the
already mentioned, something in the nature
1,000 members of the general public watched
Altogether no mean feat on the part of those
for the planning and organisation of the. day.

4,500 or so
of another
the parade.
responsible

PRESENTATIONS
URING the day the following had the honour of
being presented to the CoIonel-in-Chief, Her Majesty
Queen Ingrid and the Colonel:—

D

Mrs. Talbot, Mrs. Craddock, Lt.-Col. Waring, Mrs.
Waring, G.O.C. in C. Eastern Command, Lady McLeod,
Chaplain General, Mrs. Neill, Major General Grimshaw,
Mrs. Grimshaw, Colonel Grace, Mrs. Grace, Major Wood
man, Mrs. Woodman, Mrs. Boucher, Maj.-Gen. Fyler, Mi's.
Fyler, Brig. Nicholson, Mrs. Nicholson, Major Dent, Mrs.
Dent, Major MacDonald, Mrs. MacDonald.
Major Abplanalp, Mrs. Abplanalp, Major Franklin,
Mrs. Franklin, Major Norton, Mrs. Norton, Major Millman, Capt. Dewar, Capt. and Mrs. Tennent, Capt. and
Mrs. Langhorne, Capt. and Mrs. Cleaver, Capt. and Mrs.
Hoggart, Lt. and Mrs. White, Lt. Champion, 2nd Lieut.
Gwilliam, Lt. Leitch, Lt. Cole, Lt. Bateman, Lt. Whitty,
Sir Cullum Welch, Mayor of Canterbury, Mayor of Maid
stone, Mayor of Ramsgate, Col. Dean, Mrs. Dean, Lt.-Col.
Coath, Mrs. Coath, Lt.-Col. Eason, Mrs. Eason, Lt.-Col.
Argles, Mrs. Argles, Brig. F. W. B. Parry, Mrs. Parry,
Lt.-Col. Edlmann, Mrs. Edlmann, Lt.-Col. Lewis, Mrs.
Lewis, Lt.-Col. Dendy, Mrs. Dendy.
Lt.-Col. Gwilliam, Mrs. Gwilliam, Lt.-Col. Roper, Mrs.
Roper, Major Elgood, Mrs. Elgood, Sgt. Vidler, In-Pen
sioner Graham, In-Pensioner Rich, WOI McMillan, Mrs.
McMillan, WOI Budden, Mrs. Budden, WOII Denny,
WOII Martin, WOII Thompson (A.C.C.), Mrs. Thompson,
WOII Mannering, Mrs. Mannering, WOII Lyons, Mrs.
Lyons, WOII Mills, Mrs. Mills, WOII Clark, Mrs. Clark,
WOII Johns, Mrs. Johns, WOII Gooch, Mrs. Gooch.

T

AWARDS
HE following had the especial honour of being pre
sented to His Majesty who then made the following
awards:—
Knight Commander of the Order of the Dannebrog:
Major-General D. E. B. Talbot, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O.,
M.C.
Commander of the Order:
Lt.-Col. H. B. H. Waring, M.B.E.
Lt.-Col. N. N. Edwards, M.B.E., D.L.
Lt.-Col. H. S. Knocker.
Knight of the Order:
Major E. G. Woodman, M.C.
Major E. J. Ransley, M.C.
Major M. G. M. Archer, M.C.
Medaille of the Order:
WOI A. Parker.
WOI W. Lynes.
Mr. C. S. A. Kennard.
WOI R. Palmer.
Immediately after the presentations of these awards
the wives of the recipients were also presented to the
Colonel-in-Chief, Her Majesty Queen Ingrid and the
Colonel.

T

THE MESS DANCE
In order that the day should not end in anti-climax
the Officers’ Mess staged a most enjoyable, successful and
informal dance in the Grand Hotel at Folkestone on the
Saturday evening. A large number attended, everyone
appeared to be in great heart and the Dance Band—all of
whom had been on parade for many hours earlier in the
day—seemed quite indefatigable.
It was an excellent end to a superb day, and those who
attended are much indebted to those who organised it so
efficiently and so well.

CORRESPONDENCE
The Editor, Invicta.
Dear Sir,
We have been so completely overwhelmed by letters
from so many people following the Colours Presentation
Parade that I have found it quite impossible to answer
them, particularly in the few days left before the Battalion
goes off to Cyprus. I would be very grateful therefore if
I could use the medium of your columns to thank them
all for their many letters and great kindness.
H. B. H. Waring (Lt.-Col.)
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THE

DAY

IN

PICTURES

On this and following pages we publish a selection from the large and varied numbers of photographs taken on
Saturday, 23rd June. The Editor would like to express his thanks to the Editors of the “Kent Messenger” and “Kentish
Gazette” and to Messrs. Lambert Weston, for permission to reproduce these photographs in this Journal,

0/t their way to their seats before the beginning of the parade the Right Worshipful
the Mayor of Canterbury (Councillor the Rev. Clive Pare) leads the procession of civic
heads. Behind him is the Mayor of Maidstone (Councillor Pratt Boorman).
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The Lord Lieutenant of K e n t. . , and . . . Her Majesty Queen Ingrid
make their way towards their seats near the saluting base.

Accompanied by (he Associate Colonel, (he Colonel moves towards the saluting base
to receive a Royal Salute,
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Preceded by Yeoman Warder Belson, accompanied by the Deputy Colonel and followed
by Capf. Reid and Col. Gyth, the Colonel-in-Chief moves from the pavilion to the
saluting base, there to be received (below) by a Royal Salute.
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I'lie Colonel-in-Cliief inspects the parade, accompanied by the Commanding Officer,
Lt.-Col. H. B. H. Waring, M.B.E.
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The old Colours of Is/ Bn. The Buffs and Is/ Bn. The Queen’s Own Royal West Kent
Regiment about to be received by the Escort (No. I Guard).

They are then Trooped for the last time and .. .
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. . . to the strains of Auld Lang Syne are marched off parade.
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With the words: "We do consecrate and set apart these Colours”, the Chaplain General,
Archdeacon I. D. Neill, O.B.E., Q.H.C., M.A., lays his hand on the new Colours as they
rest on the piled drums,
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The Colonel-in-Cliief presents (left) the Queen's
Colour to Lt. Champion; and (below) the Regimen
tal Colour to 2nd Lt. G william, under the kind and
watchful eye of the Colonel.
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The new Colours, firmly within the Battalion’s safe-keeping, take part in their first
march past and . . .
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. . . are proudly dipped as they pass the Colonel-in-Chief and the Colonel on the saluting
base.
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While, in the background, the officiating Clergy are presented to the Colonel, Yeoman
Warders Dixon {left) and Belson precede the Colonel-in-Chief on his return to the
pavilion at the conclusion of the parade.
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S A N D O N & CO . LTD .
7 -8

SAVILE

LONDON,

ROW,
W.l

Military and Mufti Tailors
iS

b

y

C oun

^

and Breeches Makers

o

H ead Office : M A ID S T O N E
Telephone 3388

Telegrams:
GEEGEE, PICCY, LONDON

lelepUone:
REGENT, 1457
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THE

PARADE

Commanding Officer:
L ieutenant-C olonel H. B. H. W aring, M.B.E.

\

Adjutant:
C aptain C. M. C. D ewar

No. 1 Guard

No. 2 Guard

M ajor J. D. N orton

M ajor A. W. F ranklin

L ieutenant J. E. G rrelli

L ieutenant G. B. Bateman
L ieutenant J. B. C oles

No. 4 Guard

No. 3 Guard
C aptain H. C. L. T ennent

M ajor V. C. A bplanalp

L ieutenant G. A. D awkins

C aptain G. F. C leaver

2 nd L ieutenant B. K. D onovan

L ieutenant P. B. H ew lett -S mitit

Officers for the Old Colours:
L ieutenant J. J. W hite

L ieutenant R. H. W hitty

L ieutenant P. E. C ole

L ieutenant C. J. P earson

Officers for the New Colours:
L ieutenant C. G. C hampion
2 nd L ieutenant P. A. G wilt.iam

Field Officers handing the New Colours to His Majesty
M ajo r E.

Cj .

W oodm an, M.C.

M ajor J. E. D ent

A.D.C. to the Colonel-in-Chief:
C aptain J. D. W. R eid

A.D.C. to the Colonel of the Regiment:
Lt . J. C. H olman

Regimental Sergeant-Major
W.O.I A. G. P arker, M.B.E.

Bandmaster:
W.O.I W. L ynes

Drum Major'.
W.O.II W. C. B. C lark

Colour Party —Old Colours:
Sergeant S. B illet
Sergeant F. R odmell
Sergeant T. R egion
Sergeant A. J ames

Colour Party— New Colours:
W.O.II D. M ills
C o lo u r/'S e r g e a n t R. T illm a n
C o l o u r /S e r g e a n t T. S to k e s

PARADE

ADMINISTRATION

Officer-in-Charge:
L ieutenant -C olonel J. H. R oper , M.C.

Officers, Warrant Officers, Non-Commissioned Officers and Men of: —
4 th Battalion T he Buffs (R oyal E ase K ent R egiment ).
5 th B att alion T h e Buffs (R oyal E ast K ent R egiment ).
4 / 5th Battalion T he Q ueen ’s O wn R oyal W est K ent R egiment .

Officers, Permanent Staff Instructors and Cadets of: —
1st A rmy C adet F orce Battalion T he B uffs (R oyal E ast K ent R egiment ).
2nd A rm y C a d e t F o rc e B a tta lio n T h e B u f f s (R o y a l E a s t K e n t R egiment ).
1st A rmy C adet F orce B attalion T he Q ueen ’s O wn R oyal W est K ent R egiment .
2 nd A rmy C adet F orce Battalion T he Q ueen ’s O wn R oyal W est K ent R egiment .
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Cooled beers
in bottles
Hallmark refrigerated bottle shelves are made
to measure for any type of back bar fittings,
of any shape and size, and to match existing
decoration. The temperature of beverages is
automatically maintained at the correct level,
and overcooling is impossible. Ask for Pub
lication 504oA,

&
J. & E. Hall Limited, Dartford, Kent

A member of the Hall-Thermotank Group

Tel. Dartford 23456

OUR COACHES ARE AVAILABLE
FOR PRIVATE HIRE
AT ANY TIM E-TO ANYWHERE
★

MODERN COACHES ON MOST REASONABLE TERMS

★

LET US GIVE YOU A QUOTATION F O R ALL PARTY OCCASIONS

★

CONTINENTAL PR IV A TE H IR E A SPECIA LITY .

OUR STAFF OF EXPERTS

W ILL ASSIST IN PLANNING ITIN ERA RIES
W e w elcom e en q u iries at any “ E A S T K E I\T 99 office or at : —

F A ST KENT
ROAD CAR COMPANY

LTD

HEAD OFFICE, CANTERBURY (Tel. Canterbury 6 1 5 1 )
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Perhapsthemost charming photograph of

alWith the cares

the parade

and w„„ luncheon fas, over, the Colonel-in-Chief links arms wUh his Queen and m th
,he Colonel

ontheirWayback to Moore House for coffee. Behind then, and thoroughly

enjoying the informality

of

thistilde scene come the Deputy and Assoc,ate Colours.
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CAS TI NGS

: R eg en t 5 915

J . B. JOHNSTONE
i

and

FORGINGS

Military and Mufti Tailor

35

for all

and Breeches Maker -

-

I N D U S T R I A L
APPLICATIONS

SACKVILLE ST., LONDON

in

LIG H T METALS &
COPPER-BASE
M A T E R I A L S , Etc.

Specially A ppointed to T he
Q u een ’s
-

Own

B uffs, T h e

R oyal K en t R egim ent

-

Also holds special ap p o in tm en ts to m any other
R egim ents, and is extensively p atronised by
Officers in every b ran ch of H er M ajesty’s Service,
both a t hom e and abroad

j. STONE & CO. (DEPTFORD) LTD.
GENERAL FOUNDRIES DIVISION
WOOLWICH ROAD, CHARLTON
LONDON, S.E.7

For the . . .
H I G H E S T Q U A L IT Y

. . .

GIBBS & SONS
LIM ITED

16 ORANGE STREET

GROCERY

CANTERBURY

AND

PROVISIONS

—Printers o f R epute

P lu s a F ree D e liv e r y S e rv ic e
- =

SHOP AT

for over 140 yearsLet

usquote you fo r yo u r

BOOKWORK
MAGAZINES
STATIONERY

^

Established 1817

INCLUDING FRIENDLY

Established 1818 Phone Canterbury 2107

MODERN

SELF

SERVICE

STORES
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The Commanding Officer presents Sgt. Vidler, In-Pensioner Graham and In-Pensioner
Rich to the Colonel, while the Colonel-in-Chief and the Deputy and Associate Colonels
look on.
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Pur c e l l
(M A IDSTONE)

Why
your
help
is needed . . .
You m ay th in k it is unb eliev ab le th at
th e re a re still m any eases o f g re at h a rd sh ip
am o n g ex-soldiers an d th e ir d ep e n d an ts th a t
c a n n o t be h elp ed by official schem es o f re lie f,
b u t it is a tru e fact.
T h e A rm y B enevolent F u n d is the p a re n t
body o f all re g im e n ta l ch a ritie s a n d pro v id es
financial aid to those ch arities w hich give
p e rso n a l atten tio n to in d iv id u a l cases in need
an d eases o f re a l h a rd sh ip w here it is
im p o ssib le to raise life above a b a re re stric ted
existence.
Y o u r h elp is badly n eeded because the
calls on th is F u n d are in cre asin g c o n sid er
ably.
P lease give all you can afford as a to k en
of g ra titu d e to th e m en w ho gave so m uch
fo r you.

SUPPORT THE

ARMY BENEVOLENT
FUND
•

P a tro n : HIS LATE MAJESTY THE KING
D onations m ay be sen t to T he P resident, The
Army B enevolent Fund, 20 G rosvenor Place,
London, S.W.l, or paid in to any B ank In
G reat B ritain or N orthern Irelan d .
R egistered U nder The W ar C harities Act, 1940

This space donated by : —
W. NASH LTD., ST. PAULS CRAY, KENT

Appointed and approved
Tailors and Outfitters
to the
QUEEN’S OWN BUFFS
THE ROYAL KENT REGIMENT
and Approved Tailors to the
HOME COUNTIES BRIGADE
Stockists o f th e a p p ro v ed p a tte rn S h irts,
R egim ental an d G olf T ies, B lazer B adges
— etc.—
Civil and M ilitary R equirem ents
forw arded upon request

12 MIDDLE ROW, MAIDSTONE
Phone 3575

SAVINGS

ACCOUNTS

T o s u it . . .

ALL RANKS
PAST
AND PRESENT
★

HASTINGS AND THANET
BUILDING SOCIETY
4 St. George’s Place
— Canterbury —
T elephone : C anterbury 2543

Ask fo r fre e b o o k let “ Savings fo r
S ec u rity ” — w ith o u t obligatio n
o f course
MEMBER OF THE BUILDING SOCIETIES
ASSOCIATION

Authorised for Investments by Trustees
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The newly-presented Colours, in the centre, flanked by (left) the old Colours of 15/
Bn. The Buffs and (right) those of I5 / Bn. The Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
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The CoIonel-in-Chief, the Colonel, the Deputy and Associate Colonels with the Com
manding Officer and the Officers of the 1st Battalion. Moore Barracks, Shorncliffe,
Saturday, June 23rd, 1962.
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The Colonel-in-Chief, the Colonel, the Deputy and Associate Colonels and the Com
manding Officer with R.S.M. Parker, Bandmaster Lynes and the Members of the Warrant
Officers and Sergeants’ Mess of the 1st Battalion. Moore Barracks, Shorncliffe, Satur
day, June 23rd, 1962.
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MAIDSTONE CRICKET WEEK
r T'H E Regimental Tent was in its usual position on the
A edge of the lovely Mote ground during Maidstone
Cricket Week and was well patronised. The cricket varied
from the exciting to the excruciatingly dull and it was a
pleasant change to see the County winning both matches.
Amongst those who remembered to write their names
in the Visitors’ Book were the following:—
Mrs. Latham, Maj. Woodman, Capt. Pond, Maj.
Chantler, Brig. Nelson-Smith, Mr. and Mrs. Neville
C'hristopherson, the Chief Constable and Mrs. Lemon, Mr.
and Mrs. Monckton, Mr. and Mrs. Fisk, “Jenks”, Lt. Col.
and Mrs. Argles, Lt. Col. Cremer, Lt. Col. and Mrs. King,
Capt. Hart, Mrs. Travers, Brig, and Mrs. Hibbert, Maj.

and Mrs. Stafford, Col. and Mrs. Gordon Larking, His
Worship the Mayor of Maidstone and Mrs. Boorman,
Comdr. and Mrs. Fordham, Mr. and Mrs. Marsham, Mr.
Champion, Lady O’Dowda, Lt. Col. Craven, Capt. Reid,
Lt. Col. Bence, Maj. and Mrs. White, Mr. and Mrs. Oliver
Grace, Mr. and Mrs. Vaughan, Maj. and Mrs. Lewis
Barned, Mr. and Mrs. Philip Haynes, Mr. and Mrs.
Roberts, Lt. Col. Coath, Lt. Col. and Mrs. Willows, Maj.
Gen. and Mrs. Fyler, the Deputy Colonel, Mr. John Willis,
Mr. Scholes, Mr. Robinson, Mrs. Cheale, Lt. Col. and
Mrs. Baker, Maj. ffrench-Blake, the Regimental Secretary
and Mrs. Grace, the Assistant Regimental Secretary (Can
terbury) and Mrs. Knocker and Lt. Col. and Mrs. Eason.

MAIDSTONE RE UNION
The somewhat disappointingly small attendance at the
Reunion on Sunday, 1st July, can probably be accounted
for by the proximity of the Reunion to the Colours
ceremony and by the uncertainty of the English climate.
The programme, which followed its usual and timehonoured course, went according to plan and the high
light of the whole day was undoubtedly the magnificent
and inspiring Retreat Beating carried out by the Corps of
Drums of the 1st Battalion which brought the day’s pro
ceedings to an end.
The Maidstone Branch are to be congratulated on
winning the Shooting competition; Lt. Col. Coath and Maj.
Willis on the way in which the parade was handled; and

Judging the Standard Bearers
during the Annual Competi
tion on the Maidstone Re
union, Sunday, 15*/ July.

the London Branch (Queen’s Own) on winning the Stan
dard Bearers’ competition.
And finally two very warm and sincere words of
thanks. First, to Lt. Col. Westbrook, the Officers and the
staff of 36 Corps Engineer Regiment, R.E., all of whom
bent over backwards to make the Regimental Association
feel at home in their barracks and their Officers’ Mess,
and in their Gymnasium in which an admirable lunch
was provided for over one hundred people.
Secondly, to Lt. Col. Willie Eason who, on hearing
of Lt. Col. Grove’s illness, immediately and without hesi
tation emerged from his garden at Sissinghurst and took
on the organisation of the Regimental Tent and the Re
union. Where should we all be without you, Willie?
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The parade on its way to the service in All Saints’ Church
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THE

REGIMENTAL TEA PARTY

were present at this annual manoeuvre,
THEheldfollowing
this year at the Savoy Hotel, London, on Friday,
13th July: —

Mrs. P. Brooks; Colonel and Mrs. B. L. Clay; Lt.-Col.
and Mrs. D. C. Coates; Maj.-General and Mrs. R. W.
Craddock, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O.; Mrs. A. R. Cheall; Lt.Col. and Mrs. C. S. Durtnell; Major and Mrs. W. G. H.
Dunglinson; Lt.-Col. and Mrs. H. N. Edwards; Colonel
and Mrs. A. J. M. Flint; Maj.-General and Mrs. A. R. Fyler;
Brigadier and Mrs. E. Foster Hall; Mrs. D. Finch-Hatton;
Colonel and Mrs. H. R. Grace; Lt.-Col. and Mrs. D. H.
Gwilliam; Major and Mrs. B. J. Harris-St. John; Lt.-Col.,
Mrs. and Miss W. M. Knatchbull; Lt.-Col. and Mrs. H. S.
Knocker; Mrs. R. M. Keenlyside.
Major and Mrs. De H. S. Lewis Barned; Mrs. F.
Latham; Mrs. Lovell; Major and Mrs. 1. A. MacMillan;
Mrs. N. J. Marshall; Lady G. O’Dowda; Brigadier and
Mrs. F. W. B. Parry; Major G. P. L. Powell; Colonel and
Mrs. R. O. Pulverman; Brigadier and Mrs. R. F. Parry;
Major and Mrs. E. Pelham Reid; Mrs. W. Rowe; Mrs.
P. M. Robinson; Brigadier T. H. Spear, O.B.E.; Mrs. R.
Style; Maj.-General and Mrs. D. E. B. Talbot; Mrs. J.
Tinsley; Mrs. H. B. H. Waring; Lt.-Col. and Mrs. J. R.
Willows.

C ONWAY

WILLIAMS

T H E M A Y F A IR T A IL O R

48 BROOK STREET, MAYFAIR, LONDON, W .l
(Opposite Claridge’s Hotel)

AND

39 LONDON ROAD, CAMBERLEY
M orning an d E vening W ear, C o u rt a n d M ilitary D ress fo r all occasions
........................................ H u n tin g , S ports a n d L ounge K its
-'
A ll Cloths cut by e x p e rt W est E n d C utters and m ade ex clu sively by hand
in o u r M ayfair W o rk sh o p s by th e B est E nglish T ailors
REGIM ENTAL TAILORS TO T H E Q UEEN’S OWN BUFFS
T H E ROYAL K E N T REGIM ENT
Telephones :
M ayfair 0945 — Cam berley 498

Telegram s :
“ M ilitaila Wesdo, London ”

THE

REGIMENTAL

DINNER

the date, Friday 13th, seventyN OTWITHSTANDING
five members of the Regimental Dinner Club met

together for the second annual dinner, held at the United
Service Club. The Guests of the evening were His
Excellency the Danish Ambassador, Mr. Nils Sveningsen;
the Lord Lieutenant, Lord Cornwallis; and two Officers
from The Queen’s Own Rifles of Canada, Capt. Baskerville
and Lieut. Leitch.

Those who attended were: —
Major L. R. Arnold; Major J. D. B. Bailey; Major
D. P. R. Barrett; Major S. Bayliss-Smith; Major D. E.
Blum; Major J. S. Blanford, D.F.C.; Brigadier H. S. Brown,
M.C., T.D., Lt.-Col. E, P. C. Bruce, M.C., Lt.-Col. R.
Butler, M.B.E., M.C.; Lieut. G. K. Burrell; Major R. Carey,
M.C.; Lieut. C. G. Champion; Colonel B. L. Clay, O.B.E.;
Captain G. F. Cleaver; Lt.-Col. D. C. Coates; Lt.-Col.
T. C. Coath; Major E. G. Cox, M.C.; Maj.-General R. W.
Craddock, C.B., C.B.E, D.S.O.
Lieut. B. K. Donovan; Major W. G. H. Dunglinson;
Lt.-Col. C. S. Durtnell, O.B.E.; Lt.-Col. A. A. Eason;
Lt.-Col. H. N. Edwards, M.B.E., D.L.; Major P. N.
Elgood; Captain K. S. Ellwood; Major D. O. Faulkner;
Colonel A. J. M. Flint, M.B.E.; Brigadier E. Foster Hall,
M.C.; Captain C. G. Fraser; Major B. G. J. French;
Maj.-General A. R. Fyler, O.B.E.; Colonel H. R. Grace,
O.B.E.; Captain A. E. Grant; Lt.-Col. D. H. Gwilliam,
M.B.E.; Major B. J. Harris-St. John; Captain A. F. Heatley; Captain P. Hiscock; Lieut. J. C. Holman; Lt.-Col. D.
P. Iggulden, C.B.E., D.S.O., T.D.
Brigadier D. W. Jackson, O.B.E.; Colonel B. Jacobs,
O.B.E., M.C.; Captain D. A. Jonas; Lt.-Col. W. M.
Knatchbull; Lt.-Col. H. S. Knocker; Lt.-Col. R. M. Lees;
Major H. D. Lees; Major De H. S. Lewis Barned, M.C.,
J.P.; Major T. A. MacMillan; Captain R. W. Neve, M.C.;
Lt.-Col. V. Newton-Moss, M.C.; Brigadier J. G. Nicholson,
C.M.G., C.B.E., D.L.; Lt.-Col. H. M. Owen Knox,
O.B.E.; Colonel G. E. L. Pardington, M.B.E., T.D.;
Brigadier F. W. B. Parry, C.B.E.
Brigadier R. F. Parry, M.C.; Lieut. C. J. Pearson;
Major J. T. R. Prestige, T.D.: Major G. A. H. Proctor,
M.C., T.D.; Colonel R. O. Pulverman, O.B.E.; Major I.
Percival, M.P.; Captain J. D. W. Reid; Maj.-General R.
A. Riddell, C.B.E.; Captain J. N. Shephard; Brigadier T.
H. Spear, O.B.E.; Major S. J. Squire, M.B.E.; Maj.-General
D. E. B. Talbot, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., M,C.; Captain
E. A. Taylor; Major F. E. Thorneycroft; Major T. V.
Upton, M.B.E.; Lt.-Col. C. E. Vaughan, O.B.E.; Lt.-Col.
J. R. P. Williams, M.B.E.; Major C. F. Willis, M.B.E.,
T.D.; Major D. A. Willows; Major D. W. J. Wood, T.D.;
Major E. G. Woodman, M.C.
During the evening the Regimental Secretary read
out telegrams of good wishes which had been received
from the Colonel-in-Chief; from the Colonel; from the
Commanding Officer and Officers of 1st Battalion in Cyprus;
and from Colonel Gardner Thorpe.
The evening was adjudged an excellent one, the dinner
and wines of a high quality and, as usual, the service by
the Club Staff at its best and most courteous.
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Miss Rosemary J. Oliver, only daughter of Lt.-General Sir William Oliver and Lady
Oliver, Canberra House, Canberra, Australia, and Lt. N. B. C. Evelegh, R.N., leaving
the Chapel of the Royal Hospital, Chelsea, after their wedding on Saturday, June 30th.
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MAIDSTONE & DISTRICT
LAUNDRY CO., LTD.
LOOSE ROAD, MAIDSTONE
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Beaneys
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T H E BUTCHERS F O R T H E
GARRISON
SINCE
1921
( e x -B u ff)
Y ou’ll find us in M ilitary R o ad 9
— 23 bus passes th e door —

F. R. BEANEY
3 4 & 35 M ILITARY ROAD - CANTERBURY
Telephone 2827
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REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY,

CANTERBURY, 12th AUGUST, 1962

General

l. The Darts and Shooting Cups will, be presented
to the winning teams later in the afternoon.

1. The arrangements for this day will, in the main, follow
those of previous years. The outline plan will therefore
be:—

m. Side-shows and races, organised by Canterbury
and Ramsgate Branches, will be held on Wemyss
Barracks sports field during the afternoon.

a. Parade on Wemyss Barracks square at 11.30 (“ Fall
I n ” sounded 11.20).

n. The day will conclude (at 5 p.m.) with a Beating
of Retreat.

b. Short inspection (or short address) by Deputy
Colonel.
c. March off at 11.50. The parade will be commanded
by Lt.-Col. Tilleard.
d. Order of march will be as for last year except that
Ashford Branch, having led the parade in 1961, will
bring up the rear this time. Representatives from
Queen’s Own Branches will all parade together and
will march immediately in rear of the Ashford
Branch. The order of march for the return to

Parade States
a. Forecast of numbers to R.H.Q. by Friday, 27th
July.

2.

b. Final figures to R.H.Q. by Friday, 3rd August.
Admission to the Cathedral

3.

Wemyss Barracks will be the same as for the march
down to the Cathedral.

e. Procedures on arrival at the Cathedral and after
the Service will be as usual. The Service itself
will, in certain respects, revert to the form used in
pre-1961 years.

b. NO tickets are required for those on parade.
Lunch Tickets

4.

f. Transport will be provided for non-marchers, as
before.
g. A tea and refreshment bar will be open in the
Wemyss Barracks N.A.A.F.T. from 10 a.m. to
11 a.m. and will be open again from 3 to 5 p.m.
h. Carton lunches will be available (at 4/6 per head)
in the Garrison Theatre from 1.30 p.m. onwards
and there will also be a bar.
j.

Buffet lunches for Officers and their families will
be available (at 9/- per head) in the Wemyss Bar
racks gymnasium, where there will be a bar.

k. The final of the Inter-Branch Darts Competition
will be played off in the Garrison Theatre at
3.15 p.m.

a. Applications for tickets for near relatives of mem
bers of the Regimental Association must reach
R.H.Q. by NOT LATER THAN 27th July.

a. Applications for carton lunches (see para. 1 h.
above), together with the necessary remittance,
must reach R.H.Q. by NOT LATER THAN 27th
July. A ticket for the number of carton lunches
applied for will then be sent to the Branch Secre
tary who will be responsible for drawing that num
ber from the “ ration points ” in the Garrison
Theatre.
b. Applications for buffet lunches (see para. 1 j.
above), together with the necessary remittance,
should reach R.H.Q. by 27th July.
Tickets will then be sent to those applying.

Dress

5.

a. Serving Officers: No. 1 Dress or Service Dress,
with sword, medals and decorations; or Battle Dress
with medals.
b. Retired Officers and members of the Regiment
other than those serving: Lounge suit with medals.
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THE REGIMENTAL
THE QUEEN'S OWN

BUFFS,

ASSOCIATION
THE

ROYAL

KENT

REGIMENT

P a tro n s
H er R oyal H ighness P rin cess M arin a, D uchess of K ent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
His M ajesty K in g F re d rik IX , K .G ., K ing of D en m ark
P re sid e n t: M aJ.-G en. D. E. B. T alb o t, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C.
Vice P re s id e n t: M aj.-G en. R. W. C raddock. C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O.
C h airm a n : Lt.-Col. H. N. E dw ards, M .B.E., D.L.
V ice-C hairm an: Lt.-Col. E. V. Argles
S e c re ta ry : Col. H . R. G race, O.B.E.
H e a d q u a rte rs: Old I n f a n tr y B arra o k s, C an terb u ry , K ent.
BRANCHES
S ec re ta ry
............... M r. A. C. Mills, 20 W a te rm a n House, G odfrey
W alk, A shford, K e n t.
M r. W. K insey, 44 R o therfleld C rescent, B righton.
C apt. M. de. J .
Creswick
C h airm an
M r. A M ills

B ra n ch
B righton ...........................
Brom ley

...........................

C an terb u ry
C atford

...................

& D is tric t

..

M r. R. F. W ilks
M r. E. G a rre tt

Mr. R. J . P in d e r ___

C h ath am

....................... M r.

D enm ark

.......................

S o u th-E ast D orset
D over

___
..........

S.

M aj.

W.

M aj.

H.

............................... M r.

L.

T hom pson

M. Iversen,
K.D., M.V.O.
B. S h o rte:

G. Bowcock

___

S.E.23.
ii-.
:aj. G. A. R ick etts, A lford, I
te rb u ry .
ir. S. K n ig h t, 12 C arlto n Hou
S.W .l.
r. H. D. W ilkins. M .B.E.,
340 H igh S tre e t, R ochester.

m outh.
M r. R. G. S m ith , 27 M ayfield Avenue, D over.

M r. F. H. B u tto n , 4 H o b a rt C rescent, B uckland
Folkestone, H y th e and B rig. R. F. P a rry ,
E sta te , Dover.
D istric t
M.C.:
Col. R. O. P u lv erm an ,
O.B.E.
G ravesen d
................... M r. A. H ad d en ..........
W est, G rav esen d , K ent.
M r. A. T rice, 23 Q ueen’s G ard en s, H erne B ay.
............... M r. R.
Haw,
London (Q u een ’s Own) M r. L. R em fry ........... M aj. C.
leigh,
London (T h e Buffs) .. M r. L. K ing

G . Ashby, 38 L oncin M ead A venue, I>
W eybridge, S urrey.
W. B ruce, “ In v ic ta ”, A lbany R oad, R
Essex.

M r. H. A. J . B ran d , 83 D eice R oad, R ochester.
M argate

...........................

M aj. w . T. J a r m a n .. M r. H. In g ram , 7 H astin g s Avenue, M arg ate.

M aidstone

.......................

M r. H. W. M axlow .. M r. J . A. W atson, 114 P la in s Ave., M aidstone.

R am sgate

.......................

M r. J. R. H ogben ___ M r. H. E. Joy, 8 Bellvue Ave., R am sgate.

M r. H. T ay lo r, 19 P a ra d ise Row, S andw ich.
....................... Mr. T. S. Bow yer ___ M r. G. C hipperfield, c /o T.A. C entre, A rgyle Roi
Sevenoaks.
S ittin g b o u rn e .............. Col. D. J. D ean, V.C.,
O.B.E., T.D., D.L.. J.P .
M aj. N. S. C. Elmslie
T onbridge &
T u n b rid g e Wells
W eald ............................... Lt.-Col. J . E. C larke,
M.B.E.
Sevenoaks

M eeting D a tes an d Places.
F ir s t S a tu rd a y in each m o n th , D rill H all, Newtown
R oad, 7 p.m.
Second S a tu rd a y in each m o n th , R.E. R ecord
Social Club, T he College, D itch in g Road,
B rig h to n , 7.30 p.m .
L a st S a tu rd a y in each m o n th , 8 p.m ., U nited S er
vice Club, Brom ley.
F o u rth F rid a y in each m o n th , Leros T.A. C entre,
S tu rry Road, 8 p.m .
Second F rid a y in each m o n th , T h e P rin ce of
W ales, P erry Rise, F o re s t Hill, S.E.23.
F ir s t M onday in each m onth, 7.30 p.m ., a t The
H are a nd H ounds, 340 H igh S tree t, R ochester,
(P hone C h ath am 4-3878).
F ir s t T uesday in m o n th s O ctober-M ay, R e s ta u ra n t
Jo sty , Pille Alle 14a, C openhagen.
L a st T h u rsd a y in M arch, Ju n e, S eptem ber, D ecem 
ber, W yke H otel, W yke R egis, W eym outh, 8 p.m.
F irst T h u rsd a y in each m o n th , D rill H all, Liverpool
S tre e t, 7.45 p.m .
Second F rid a y in each m onth, Fleur-de-Lys Hotel.
S a n d g a te , 7.45 p.m .

H otel, S tu a r t Rd&d, G ravesend.
Second M onday in each m o n th , B ritish Legion
Club, M ay Lodge, 8 p.m .
T h ird S a tu rd a y in each m o n th , T he Phoenix, 14,
P alace S tree t, L ondon, S.W .l, a t 7.30 p.m.
L a st F rid a y in each m o n th , T he C ra n b o u rn , 1
U pper S tree t, S t. M a rtin ’s L ane, L eicester
S quare, W.C.2.
T h ird S a tu rd a y in e ac h m onth, B ritis h Legion
Club, S outhill B arra ck s, C h ath am , 7.30 p.m .
T h ird T h u rsd a y in each m onth, D rill H all, V ictoria
R oad, 8 p.m.
T h ird F rid a y in J a n ., M ar., J u n e, S ept., a t T.A.
C entre, U nion S tre e t, M aidstone.
T h ird F rid a y in each m o n th a t D rill H all.
R am sg ate, 8 p.m .
F ir s t T uesday in each m o n th . D rill H all, 8 p.m .
L a st T h u rsd a y in each m o n th , 8 p.m ., D rill H all,
Argyle R oad, Sevenoaks.
F ir s t F rid a y in e ac h m o n th , D rill H all, Crown
Q uay Lane, 7.30 p.m .
T h ird W ednesday of each m o n th , T.A. C entre,
A vebury Avenue, Tonbridge.
H a w k h u rst Sub-Area. T h ird T h u rsd a y in each
m o n th , B ritis h Legion House, H a w k h u rst, 7.45
p.m .

THE
Buffs
6th (S) B a tta lio n
Q ueen’s Own
6th B attalio n ..............
7th B atta lio n

..............

8th B a tta lio n ..............
10th B a tta lio n ..........
11th B a tta lio n ..........
20th

(L ondon)

B ran ch
C an terb u ry
Dover

..........

..................

...............................

London

...........................

Medway

...........................

R am sgate

To be notified.

M r. R. W. Billings, 14 H o rn fa lr R oad, C harlto n ,
S.E.7.
Lt.-Col. G. K.
M r. C. Sayers, 59 G ra sm ere G ardens, O rp ington,
K en t.
D e fra te s, D.S.O.. M.C.,
M aj. E. G oodm an . . . . Mr. T . S h ep h erd, 492 D ow nham W ay, Brom ley,
K en t.

Col. D. J . M cLelland
T.D
LADIES’ GUILDS
C h airm a n
S e c re ta ry
M rs. E. V. Argles ___ M rs. H allad ay , 5 S u rre y R oad, C an terb u ry .
C rookenden,
M rs. D. A. Johncock, 166, H eathfield A venue,
D over.
J.P .
M rs. K ay M antell, 5 Page Place, F olkestone.

M rs. M. E. Odell ___ M rs. M. J. D alglelsh, W oodville, H ighw ood Hill
L ondon, N.W.7.
M rs. K in g H o lt .......... M rs. W. T. B rooker, 67, M alvern R oad, G illingham ,
K en t.
....................... M rs. J . R. H ogben .. M rs. H an n .

S ittin g b o u rn e

..............

M rs. M. E. D ean

___

R eunions a n n u ally in M arch or A pril, as notified
in P ress an d “ In v itc a ".
A nnual D in n e r as notified in “ In v ic ta ” .

M aj. B. B ergl ..............

M rs. J .

A nnual D in n e r in O ctober as notified in In v ic ta .
R eunion D in n e r 1st S a tu rd a y in O ctober.

M rs. I. N alrn s, 13, W est L ane, S ittin g b o u rn e .

House, G rove P a rk , S.E.12.
M eeting D ates a n d Places.
F ir s t T h u rsd a y in e ac h m onth, Leros T.A. C entre,
S tu rry R oad, 3 p.m .
F ir s t T h u rsd a y in e ac h m o n th , D rill H all, Liver
pool S tree t, Dover, a t 3 p.m .
E very o th e r W ednesday, D rill H all, Shellons
S tree t, Folkestone, 3.30 p.m .
F ir s t S a tu rd a y in each m o n th , T he P hoenix,
P alace S treet, W estm in ster, S .W .l, 6.30 p.m .
F o u rth T uesday in each, m o n th . F o re s te rs ’ H all,
K ing S treet, G illin g h a m .' 2.30 p.m .
F irst F rid a y in each m o n th , D rill H all, W ilsons
R oad, 7.30 p.m .
T h ird W ednesday in each m o n th , D rill H all,
Crown Q uay Lane, S ittin g b o u rn e , 6.45 p.m .
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The Queen’s Own Buffs, T he Royal K ent Regiment
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THE QUEEN’S OWN BUFFS, THE ROYAL K ENT REGIMENT (3rd, 50th
Blenheim
Ramillies
Oudenarde
Malplaquet
Dettingen
Guadaloupe, 1759
Belleisle
Vimiera
Corunna
Douro
Talavera
Albuhera
Almaraz
Vittoria
Pyrenees
Nivelle
Nive
Orthes
Toulouse

The White Horse of Kent with motto “Invicta”
South Africa, 1900-02
Peninsula
Mons
Punniar
Aisne, 1314
Moodkee
Ypres, 1914, 15, 17, 18
Ferozeshah
Hill 60
Aliwal
Loos
Sabraon
Somme, 1916, 18
Alma
Arras, 1917, 18
Inkerman
Vimy,
1917
Sevastopol
Amiens
Lucknow
Hindenburg Line
Taku Forts
Italy, 1917-18
New Zealand
Struma
South Africa, 1879
Gallipoli, 1915
Egypt," 1882
Gaza
Nile, 1884-85
Jerusalem
Chitral
Defence of Kut al Amara
Relief of Kimberley
Baghdad
Paardeberg
Sharqat

97th)

Afghanistan, 1919
North-West Europe, 1940
Alem Hamza
El Alamein
Robaa Valley
Medjez Plain
Centuripe
Sicily, 1943
Trigno
Sangro
Anzio
Cassino
Trasimene Lint
Argenta Gap
Leros
Malta, 1940-42
Defence of Kohima
Shweli

Colonel-in-Chief: His Majesty King Frederik IX, K.G., King of Denmark
Colonel of the Regiment: H.R.H. Princess Marina, Duchess of Ke nt, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Deputy Colonel of the Regiment: Major-General D. E, B. Talbot, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C.
Associate Colonel of the Regiment: Major-General R. W. Craddock, C.B., C.B.E., D.3.O.
ALLIED REGIMENTS OF THE CANADIAN ARMY
The Queen’s Own Rifles of Canada— Colonel-in-Chief: H.R.H. Princess Alexandra of Kent, G.C.V.O.
The Royal New Brunswick Regiment (Carleton and York) — Coionel-in-Chief: H.M. The Queen
The Essex and Kent S cottish— Colonel-in-Chief: H.R.H. Princess Marina, Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
ALLIED BATTALION OF AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY
3rd Battalion The Royal New South Wales Regiment
ALLIED REGIMENT OF THE NEW ZEALAND MILITARY FORCES
The Canterbury Regiment
REGULAR AND TERRITORIAL BATTALIONS
1st Battalion — Moore Barracks, Shorncliffe
4th Battalion The Buffs (T.A.)— Canterbury
5th Battalion The Buffs (T.A.)— Broadstaira
4th/5th Battalion The Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment (T.A.)— Tonbridge
UNITS OF THE CADET FORCE AFFILIATED
1st A.C.F. Battalion The Buffs — Canterbury
2nd A.C.F. Battalion The Buffs — Folkestone
1st A.C.F. Battalion The Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment—SidcuD
2nd A.C.F. Battalion The Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment — Tonbridge
REGIMENTAL HEADQUARTERS — OLD INFANTRY BARRACKS, CANTERBURY, KENT
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THE BUFFS
.... 157 2.....

THE ROYAL
EAST SCENT.

P h o to : K e n tish G azette

The most recent photograph o f The Buffs Warriors Chapel in Canterbury Cathedral,
showing the new memorial screen in position. The screen was dedicated by the Dean
on Remembrance Sunday and reference to the ceremony is made on another page.
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I NVI CTA
THE

EDITOR’S PAGE

ANTERBUR Y Cricket Week and the Regiment’s
annual Service of Remembrance in the Cathedral will
have come and gone by the time this issue is in readers’
hands. As in previous years the Editor has been in his
usual quandary as to whether to delay sending his ‘copy’
to the printers until both events had taken place, thereby
postponing publication of the August issue by a few days;
or whether to press on regardless and let the September
issue carry the write-ups and photographs of those hap
penings. A glance through the pages that follow will show
readers which way the Editorial mind—or what passes
for it—worked, although this month’s frontispiece may
already have been hint enough.
With cricket so much in one’s thoughts at this time
of year it is perhaps not .entirely inappropriate to quote
again the description of the game given to some foreign
visitors by their English schoolboy host: —
"You have two sides: one out in the field, one in.
Each man on the side that’s in goes out, and when he’s out
he comes in and the next man goes in until he’s out. When
they are all but, the side that’s been out in the field comes
in, and the side that’s been in goes out and tries to get
those coming in out. Then, when both sides have been in
and out—including not-outs—that’s the end of the game.”
On a somewhat more serious note readers will wish
to join in sending their congratulations to Sgt. Phillips, at
the Canterbury Army Information Office, and to Staff
Sgt. Fagg, of Mons Officer Caidet School at Aldershot, on
their respective awards of the Meritorious Service Medal;
and to W.O.s II Bond and Lillicrap and Sgt. Dennis, all
of them of 5 Buffs (T.A.), on the awards to them of the
Territorial Efficiency Medal. Some of these awards were
presented by the Deputy Colonel on the parade before
the Remembrance Day Service.
Those who remember Major D. A. P. Butt in the 1st
Bn. The Buffs during the last war will have been pleased

to see his name, as the recipient of the O.B.E. for services
in Rhodesia and Nyasaland, in the Birthday Honours List.
An article on the V.C.’s which have been won by
members of the two “parent Regiments” appears on other
pages.
In Editor’s announcement mention will be found
of Major Eric Woodman’s appointment to command,
in May, 1963, 1st Battalion The Queen‘s Royal Surrey
Regiment, at present serving in Hong Kong. With
Lt.-Col. Blick Waring already commanding 1st Bn., Lt.Col. Francis Morgan commanding 1st Bn. The Middlesex
Regt. (D.C.O.) annd Lt.-Col. Ian Roper commanding the
Brigade Depot, this latest posting brings the number
of Lieut.-Colonels appointments within the Home Coun
ties Brigade which are held by Officers in the Regi
ment up to four. This is a matter for a certain degree of
satisfaction especially if one takes into account the fact
that a “possible”—or, if you are a golfer, “bogey”'—
is five!
The 1st Battalion will be almost, if not quite, in
Colchester by the time this issue emerges from the presses
at Maidstone. It goes without saying how much they will
be missed from the Kentish scene but it is indeed pleasant
to be able to reflect upon the very considerable impact
they have made on the County during their all-too-brief
stay within its borders; it is also unnecessary to add
(but nice, perhaps, to read) that a warm welcome awaits
■
: them whenever they cross the River in our direction.
Mention of this move was originally made on this page
in the March issue; no doubt it is all very satisfying to
'some tidy-minded character in Whitehall to have the
whole of 19 Brigade “under one roof”, so to speak, but
whether such tidiness outweighs the importance, from the
recruiting angle; of contented families is still most argu
able.
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VICTORIA

Regiment is proud to be able to count eleven ,
THEOfficers
and men of the two great Regiments from
which it sprang who have won this most coveted of all
awards.
Four of these eleven were won in the same year,
1855, and three of those four on the same day, 8th Sep
tember, in the assault on the Redan during the seige of
Sevastopol. The official citation of these four read as
follows: =—
Sgt. J. Coleman (91th Foot)
“Conspicuous for great coolness and bravery on
the night of the 30th August, 1855, when the
enemy attacked a ‘New Sap’ and drove the work
ing party in; he remained in the open, perfectly
exposed to the enemy’s rifle pits, until all around
him had been killed or wounded. He finally car
ried one of his officers, who was mortally wounded,
to the rear.”
Brevet Lt. Col. F. F. Maude (The Buffs)
,
“For his conspicuous bravery during the final
attack on the almost impregnable Redan on the
8th September, 1855, when he was in command
of the iadder and covering party of the 2nd Divi
sion. Placing himself in front of all, exposed to
round shot, shell and death-dealing canister, he
led his men right into the Redan. On looking
round he found only nine or ten men to support
him,, all the rest having fallen before the enemy’s
fire. Nothing daunted, he rushed for a traverse,
which he held, although dangerously wounded,
and only retired when all hope of support was
at an end.”
'
Brevet Maj. C. H. Lumley (91th Foot)
, “For having distinguished himself highly by his
bravery at the assault on the Redan, 8th Sep
tember, 1855, being among the first inside the
work, where he was immediately engaged with
three Russian Gunners re-loading a field piece,
who attacked him; he shot two of them with
his revolver, when he was knocked down by a
stone which stunned him for a moment, but on
recovery, he drew his sword, and was in the act
of cheering the men on, when he received a ball
in his mouth, which wounded him most severely.”
Pte J. Connors (The Buffs)
“For his conspicuous courage and devotion during
the assault on the Redan on the 8th September,
1855. He got inside the Redan at great personal
risk, and seeing an officer of the 30th Regiment
surrounded by the enemy, he rushed to his assist
ance. He immediately shot one of the Russians,
ran his bayonet through another, and then for
some time carried on a hand-to-hand encounter
against great odds until support came.”
Thirty-two years were to pass before either Regiment
was able to add a further name to their lists. Then came,
in India,
Cpl J. Smith (The Buffs)
“ On the night of the 16th/17th September, 1897,
Corporal Smith, with a party of The Buffs,

CROSS

responded to Lieutenant Watson’s call for volun
teers, and followed that officer into the burning
village of Bilot, driving off the enemy with the
bayonet. Afterwards, although wounded, he con
tinued firing steadily and coolly, and also helped
to carry the wounded to the place prepared for
them. When Lieutenant Watson left in order to
fetch assistance for the wounded, Corporal Smith
held the position till the officer’s return, exposing
his life freely in watching the enemy and/direct
ing the fire of his men.”
The first World War 'brought with it four more illu
strious deeds of gallantry, the citations of which read :— '
A j Cpl W. R. Cotter (The Buffs) 6th Mar 1916
“For most conspicuous bravery and devotion to
duty. When his right'deg had been blown off at
• the knee,' and he had also been wounded in both
arms, he made his way unaided for fifty yards to
a crater, steadied the men who were holding it,
controlled their fire, issued orders, and altered
the dispositions of his men to meet a fresh
counter-attack by the enemy. For two hours he
held his position, and only allowed his wounds
to be roughly dressed when the attack quietened
down. He could not be moved back for four
teen hours, and during all this time he had a
cheery word for all who passed him. There is no
doubt that his magnificent courage helped greatly
.
to save a critical situation.”
Sgt T. J. Harris, M M (RWK), 9th Aug 1918'
“For most conspicuous bravery and devotion to
duty in an attack when the advance was impeded
by hostile machine guns, concealed in crops and
shell holes. Sergeant Harris led his section against
one of these, capturing it and killing seven of the
enemy. Later, on two successive occasions he
attacked single handed two enemy machine guns
which were causing heavy casualties and holding
up the advance. He captured the first gun, killing
the crew, but was himself killed when attacking
the second one. It was largely due to the greiat
courage and initiative of this gallant N.C.O. that
the Battalion advance was continued without
delay and undue casualties. Throughout the
operations he showed a total disregard for his
own personal safety and set a magnificent
example to all ranks.”
Lt. C. H. Sewell (RWK, attd Tank Corps), 29th Aug
1918
“When in command of a section of Whippet
Tanks in action this Officer displayed most con
spicuous bravery and initiative in getting out of
his own Tank and crossing open ground under
heavy shell and machine-gun fire to rescue the
crew of another Whippet of his section which had
side-slipped into a large shell-hole, overturned
and taken fire. The door of the Tank having be
come jammed against the side of the shell-hole,
Lieut Sewell, by his own unaided efforts, dug away
the entrance to the door and released the crew.

/
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In doing so he undoubtedly saved the lives of the
Officer and men inside the Tank, as they could
not have got out without his assistance. After
having extricated the crew, seeing one of his own
crew lying wounded behind his Tank, he again
dashed across the open ground to his assistance.
He was hit in doing so, but succeeded in reaching
the Tank, when a few minutes later he was again
hit, fatally, in the act of dressing his wounded
driver. During the whole period he was within
full view and short range of the enemy machineguns and rifle-pits, and throughout, by his prompt
and heroic action, showed an utter disregard
for his own personal safety.”
Lt. D. J. Dean (.RW K ), 24th/ 26th Sept 1918
“For most conspicuous bravery, skilful command
and devotion to duty during the period 24th to
26th September, 1918, when holding, with his
platoon, an advance post established in a newlycaptured enemy position north-west of Lens. The
left flank of the position was insecure, and the
post, when taken oyer on the night of 24th Sep
tember, was ill-prepared for defence. Shortly after
the post was occupied the enemy attempted, with
out success, to recapture it. Under heavy machine
gun fire, consolidation was continued, and shortly
after midnight another determined attack was
driven off. Throughout the night Lieutenant Dean
worked unceasingly with his men, and about
6 a.m. on 25th September, a resolute enemy attack,
supported by heavy shell fire and trench mortar
fire, developed. Again, owing to the masterly hand
ling of his command. Lieutenant Dean repulsed
the attack, causing heavy enemy casualties.
Throughout the 25th, and the night of the ,25th/
26th, consolidation was continued under heavy
fire, which culminated in intense artillery fire on
the morning of the 26th, when the enemy again
attacked, and was driven back. Throughout the
period Lieutenant Dean inspired his men with
his own contempt of danger, and all fought with
the greatest bravery. He set an example of
valour, leadership and devotion to duty of the
very highest order.”

Finally, the second World War brought the two most
recent awards, for which the citations are: —
L j Cpl J. P. Harman (Queen’s Own)
“In Burma at Kohima on 8th April, 1944, Lance
Corporal Hannan was commanding a section of
a forward platoon. Under cover of darkness the
the enemy established a machine-gun post within
50 yards of his position which became a serious
menace to the remainder of his Company. Owing
to the nature of the ground L/Cpl Harman was
unable to bring the fire of his section on the enemy
machine-gun post. Without hesitation he went for
ward by himself and using a four second grenade
which he held on to for at least two seconds after
releasing the lever in order to get immediate
effect, threw it into the post and followed up

immediately. He annihilated the post and returned
to his section with the machine-gun. Early the
following morning he recovered a position and
forward slope 150 yards from the enemy in order
- to strengthen a platoon which had been heavily
attacked during the night. On occupying his
position he discovered a party of enemy digging
in under cover of machine-gun fire and snipers.
Ordering his Bren Gun to give him covering fire
he fixed his bayonet and alone charged the post—
shooting four and bayoneting one thereby wiping
out the post. When walking back L/Cpl. Harman
received a burst of machine gun fire in his side
and died shortly after reaching our lines. L/Cpl
Harman’s heroic action and supreme devotion to
duty were a wonderful inspiration to all and were
largely responsible for the decisive way in which
all attacks were driven off by his Company.”
Maj Anders Lassen (The Buffs, General List)
“In Italy, on the night of 8th/9th April, 1945,
Major Lassen was ordered to take out a patrol
of one officer and seventeen other ranks to raid
the north shore of Lake Comacchio. His tasks
were to cause as many casualties and as much
confusion as possible, to give the impression of a
major landing, and to capture prisoners. No
previous reconnaissance was possible, and the
party found itself on a narrow road flanked on
both sides by water. Preceded by two scouts, Major
Lassen led his men along the road towards the
town. They were challenged after approximately
500 yards from a position on the side of the
road. An attempt to allay suspicion by answering
that they were fishermen returning home failed,
for when moving forward again to overpower the
sentry, machine-gun fire started from the position,
and also from two other blockhouses to the rear.
Major Lassen himself then attacked with grenades,
and annihilated the first position containing four
Germans and two machine-guns. Ignoring the
hail of bullets sweeping the road from three posi
tions, an additional one having, come into action
from 300 yards down the road, he raced forward
to engage the second position under covering
fire from the remainder of the force. Throwing
. more grenades, he silenced the position which was
then overrun by his patrol. Two enemy were
killed, two captured and two more machine-guns
silenced. By this time the force had suffered
casualties and its fire power was very consider
ably reduced. Still under a heavy cone of fire,.
Major Lassen rallied and reorganized his force
and brought his fire to bear on the third position.
Moving forward himself, he flung in more gre
nades which produced a cry of “Kamerad.” He
then went forward to within three or four yards
of the position to order the enemy outside, and
to take their surrender. Whilst shouting to them
to come out he was hit by a burst of spandau
fire from the left of the position and he fell
mortally wounded, but even whilst falling he flung
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a grenade, wounding some of the occupants, and
enabling his patrol to dash in and capture this
final position. Major Lassen refused to be evacu
ated as he said it would impede the withdrawal
and endanger further lives, and as ammunition
was nearly exhausted the force had to withdraw.
By his magnificent leadership and complete dis
regard for his personal safety, Major Lassen had,
in the face of overwhelming superiority, achieved
his objects. Three positions were wiped out,
accounting for six machine-guns, killing eight and
wounding others of the enemy, and two prison
ers taken. The high sense of devotion to duty and
the esteem in which he was held by the men he
led, added to his own magnifiicent courage, en
abled Major Lassen to carry out all the tasks he
had been given with complete success.”
Of these eleven gallant members of the two Regiments
only one still lives: Colonel D. J. Dean, VC, OBE,' TD,
DL, JP, Honorary Colonel of 4th Battalion The Buffs
(T.A.), now living at -Sittingbourne. Of him, and of the
memory of the other ten, the Regiment is immeasurably
proud.
The whereabouts of the actual Crosses are as follows:
Sgt. J. Colman. In the Queen’s Own Museum at Maid
stone.
Brevet Lt Col F. F. Maude. On loan for the V.C. Cen
tenary Exhibition in London and now returned to his
grandson in America.
Brevet Maj C. H. Lumley. In the possession of Mr.
W. A. Ellis of Willow Brook, Ashbrooke Road, Sunder
land, Co. Durham. Major Lumley was a first cousin of
Mr. Ellis’ father, and therefore a first cousin once removed
of Mr. Ellis, the present possessor of the V.C.
Pte. J. Connors. About four years ago Lt Gen Martin,
Military Correspondent of the Daily Telegraph, offered to
trace VCs which had been lost sight of. Pte. Connors left
his Cross to his Brother-in-Law, an Indian Mutiny
Veteran, Sgt. John Pearman, whose daughter married
Charles Freeman of Newbury. Mrs. A. J. Freeman of 35
Blackfriars Street, Canterbury, is the widow of ^Charles
Freeman’s second son. From a friend of hers we learned
that Sgt. John Freeman died in 1908, aged 89 years
11 months. He was buried at Windsor in Uniform, with
all his Campaign Medals, and with Private Connors’ Vic
toria Cross in his hand. No relatives of his immediate
family are now living (see The Dragon (the Journal of
The Buffs) Feb 1958 page 33).
Cpl. J. Smith. In The Buffs Museum at Canterbury.
A/C pl. W. R. Cotter. In The Buffs Museum at Canter
bury.
Sgt. T. J. Harris, MM. Not known. Any information
would be welcome.
L t C. H. Sewell. Not known. Any information would
be welcome.
Lt D. J. Dean. In Colonel Dean’s possession.
LjCpl. J. P. Harman. In the Queen’s Own Museum at
Maidstone.
Maj Anders Lassen. In the possession of his family
in Denmark.

EDITOR'S ANNOUNCEMENTS
E have been notified of a further admittance to the
Royal Hospital, Chelsea. He is In-Pensioner Charles
Harden, who served with the Queen’s Own Royal West
Kent Regiment from 1900 to 1908 and from 1914 to 1919.
He is now aged 78, and holds the Queen’s S.A., the 1914
Star, the British War and Victory Medals. A letter from
him appears in the Correspondence columns.
ONGRATULATIONS to Major Eric Woodman, at
. present Second-in-Command of 1st Battalion, on his
appointment to command 1st Battalion The Queen’s
Royal Surrey Regiment in May next year; and to Major
David Court, who has been the Home Counties Brigade
(and the Regimental) representative at the R.M.A.S. since
December, 1960, on his appointment to command 4th
Battalion Federal Army (formerly A.P.L.) in December
of this year. His address will be B.F.P.O. 69.
RIGADIER Paul Crook has now settled down in
Jamaica, where he has recently taken over the
appointment of Chief-of-Staff to the Jamaican Defence
Force. He writes: “Founding a new Army, however small,
is quite a business as we even have to write our own
Army Act.”
LETTER has been received from Harold (Bob) Beson,
late 6244922 of the 2nd Battalion The Queen’s Own
Royal West Kent Regt. during World War II. He states
that he is now totally disabled and he has been told by the
Canadian Pensions Department that to support his claim
for a pension he must obtain further evidence from some
one who served with him or was a P.o.W. with him in
Stalag 4B in Germany. The P.o.W. names he recalls were:
6344925 George Inch, Pte. Wilkinson and Royston. His
Commanding Officer in Malta was Col. R. O. Pulverman,
O.B.E., and others he remembers are Lt.-Col. Scott, Major
Booth-Tucker, Capt. Grimshaw, Capt. Turner, Lt. Pollett
and Sgt. Whittle. He would deeply appreciate it if any of
the above-named woujd write to him at the following
address: Mr. Harold (Bob) Beson, 5 Gilbert Street, Grand
Falls, Newfoundland, Canada.
ORRESPONDENCE recently sent by Regimental
Headquarters to' the following at the addresses
given, has been returned by the Postal Authorities
marked “ gone away ”. it would be of assistance
to R.H.Q. if anyone who knows the present
whereabouts of the undermentioned would inform
the Regimental Secretary:— Major W. F. BRIGSTOCKE,
Brackenwood, Brook Road, Wormley, GODALMING;
Capt. E. L. DELBOS, 4 Summerlands, Coombe Martin,
NORTH DEVON; Major H. V. DUFFY M.C., 339 Clapham Rd., LONDON, S.W.9; P. H. EDGELEY, Esq., Hollydell, 48 Forest Drive, KESTON; Capt. J. R. GARTHWAITE, 12 Gardener Rd., Blockhall, EDINBURGH;
Major M. HART, Southdown Cottage, Nonnington,
DOVER; A. F. MACKELDEN, Esq., M.C., 3 Eden Man
sions, Gordon Gdns., LONDON N.W.6; Capt. C. D.
MORGAN, 13 Peel Rd., Wembley, MIDDLESEX; J. E.
PRINGLE, Esq., 11 Hawthorne Rd., Droylsden, MAN
CHESTER; Major G. E. SANKEY, M.C., Ivy Cottage,
Sandhurst, Hawkhurst, KENT; Captain M. SHERWIN,
O.B.E., Voice and Vision, 107 Baker Street, LONDON,
W .l; Capt. A. J. VENTIR0SO, 35 Yew Tree Rd.,
ORMSKIRK, LANCS; M. B. A. WATNEY, Esq., 4a
Fredericks Place, Old Jewry, LONDON, E.C.2; G. J.
WILLETT, Esq., 8 Page Heath Lane, BICKLEY, KENT.
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ONGRATULATIONS to Lieut. John Holman, who
C
is serving at the Brigade Depot at Canterbury, on
playing regularly as the Army wicket-keeper, and on gain
ing his Army “cap”.
DRIAN Selway, the recently appointed Organist to
A
the Garrison Church of St. Alban, Canterbury, is the
youngest son of the late Major S. Selway, The Buffs, and
must be one of, if not the, youngest Church organist in
the country. He is thirteen, and a pupil at the Simon
Langton Grammar School. He lives with his mother at
153 Sturry Road, Canterbury. Mrs. Selway is the daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Holness, of 24 Queen’s Avenue, Canter
bury. Her father is another old Buff, who served with the
1st Battalion from 1906 to 1936 in Ireland, Gibraltar,
Burma and India.
EAVING the Regiment on 1st October, 1962, is W.O.II
Hhyfron (Ex-4th, 2nd, 1st Battalions Q.O.R.W.K.)
who will be residing in the Maidstone area. He: would
appreciate information on possible civil employment in
ihat area. Present address is W.O.’s and Sgts’. Mess,
Wemyss Bks., Canterbury.
N Sunday, 1st July, 1962, after the Annual Reunion
at Maidstone, one lady’s PALE BLUE UMBRELLA
was found. The owner should apply to: Regimental Head
quarters, The Queen’s Own Buffs, The Royal Kent Regt.,
The Barracks, Maidstone, Kent.
AJOR and Mrs. Harry Jackson have arrived in Eng
land from Kenya. They hope eventually to settle
in Canterbury. Major Jackson is unfortunately dn the
sick list but it is hoped that with rest and treatment he
may be about again soon. They are living temporarily \
at Dellside Cottage, Way, Minster, Thanet (telephone Min
ster 413).
HE’Regimental Diary for 1963, is now with the printers.
It’ is similar to last year’s, i.e. dark blue with Regi
mental Crest in silver on the cover, the first few pages
include items of Regimental interest and a short history
of the Regiment. Prices including postage will be:—
Wallet, including refill
..
..
..
21/Leather (fast bound) with pencil
..
..
7/6
Plexide (fast bound) with pencil
.. ' ...
5/9
Refills, for wallets
..
..
..
..
3/6
An order form for these Diaries, Christmas Cards, and
other Regimental items will be included in Invicta for
the months of September, October and November, and it
would assist Regimental Headquarters if readers would
utilise these order forms in due course.
The Regiment on Television
HOSE readers who are fortunate enough—or the re
verse—to own a lunatic’s box may be interested to
know that Southern Television propose putting on a series
of 15-minute films every Monday evening at 6.40 p.m.,
which will deal with the history of The Buffs and of The
Queen’s Own and, right at the end of the series, of the
Regiment. The programmes are as follows:-13th August: A general programme dealing with
Regiments in Southern Television’s area.
20th August: “Steady the Buffs.”
2?th August: “Ancient Honour evergreen”.
~ 3 r d September: “Dirty Half-Hundred”.
1Otii September: “The Celestials”.
17th September: “Queen’s Own Buffs”.
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The Editor apologises to readers for the fact that, by
the time this notice appears in print, a number of these
programmes will have already been and gone. He himself,
however, was not informed of these dates until after the
July issue was in print.
’
ATIONAL Association for Employment of Regular
Sailors, Soldiers and Airmen. Calling all Regular
Soldiers. Do you know that there is a Branch of this
organisation operating in the locality of your home? It
is only waiting for a personal calL from you, or a ring on
the telephone or a postcard, to get busy with your employ
ment problem.
You can always get the address of your Area Jobfinder from your local Post Office or from your Regimental
Association. During the year 1961, the Association found
employment for the following personnel, who had pre
viously served in the Regiments stated:—
The Buffs ..
..
..
..
..
..
25
The Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regt. ..
15
The Kent T. and A.F. Association will have a
vacancy on its Headquarters Staff in February 1963 for a
Superintendent of Stores; salary scale £795; by eleven
annual increments to £1,200; compulsory contributory
Pension Scheme; age limit oil first appointment 55 years.
Preference will be given to applicants who have had com
missioned service as Quartermasters in the Army. The
successful applicant will have to find his own accommo
dation and travel daily to Association Headquarters. An
official car will be available for duty journeys. For further
details and form of application write to the Association
Secretary at Sandling Place, Chatham Road, Maidstone.
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LONG SERVICE LIST
The following W.O.s and N.C.O.s of the Regiment are
now serving on the Long Service List, with Units, as
stated:—
LS/6288641 W.O.I SHARMAN, R.L.S. H.Q. Folke
stone, Shorncliffe and Lydd Garrison, SHORNCL1FFE.
LS/6340858 W.O.I WATTS, G. Army Information
Office, 83 Queen’s Road, BRIGHTON
LS/6283629 W.O.II TURMAINE, F. R. (L/W.O.I), Regi
mental Pay Office, Royal Engineers, Stoughton Barracks,
GUILDFORD.
LS/792462 W.O.II WHITE, H. S. (L/ W.O.I). Depot Home
Counties Brigade, CANTERBURY.
LS/6285456 S/Sgt. FAGG, G. H. A. (L/W.O.II). Mons
Officer Cadet School, Mons Barracks, ALDERSHOT.
LS/6344088 C/Sgt. BARTON, R. R. Army Information
Office, 703 Highm Road, FINCHLEY, N.12.
LS/6284496 Sgt. SEYMOUR, J.E. (L/C/Sgf.). Married
Quarters Admin. Staff, Blackdown, Nr. ALDERSHOT,
Hants.
LS/6285710 Sgt. PHILLIPS, E. P. Army Onformation
Office, 2 Roper Road, CANTERBURY, Kent.
'
5726420 Sgt. LOCKYER, C., to H.Q. Land Forces,
HONG KONG, B.F.P.O. 1, in September, 1962; and
6287880 Sgt. HARRIS, F., to H.Q. Rheindahlen Garrison,
B.A.O.R., B.F.P.O. 40, in August, 1962i are two postings
which are due to take place.
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CANTERBURY CRICKET WEEK
FTER a bright and brilliant start on the first day the
Hampshire fixture fizzled sadly out into an aban
doned match thanks to some dreadful bank holiday
weather. The Glamorgan game, however, ended in a blaze
of glory and sunshine with an exciting win in extra time
over the Welshmen.
The Regimental Tent appeared to be as full, and the
hum of conversation as loud as in previous years. Among
those who were kind enough to sign the Visitors’ Book
and whose signatures therein are legible were: —
Lt. Col. and Miss Waveney Cremer, Lt. Col. and
Mrs. Argles, Mr. and Mrs. O. M. Argles, Mr. Holman,
Mr. Fletcher, Maj. A. A. West, Lt. Col. Tilleard, Maj.
Blandford, Mr. Gilchrist, Maj. & Mrs. MacDonald, Capt.
Dewar, Maj. and Mrs. Dent, Mr. and Mrs. A. J. H. Taylor,
Lt. Col. and Mrs. Reid, Capt. Reid, Brig, and Mrs. Dewar,
Lt. Col. and Mrs. Alexander, Brig, and Mrs. Whiteacre
Allen, Maj. and Mrs. ffrench-Blake, Lt. Col. and Mrs.
Willows, Col. and Mrs. Tuff, Maj. and Mrs. Ravenhill,
Lt. Col. and Mrs. King, Maj. P. Ransley, Mr. Walter
Whigham, Mr. Daniel, Mrs. V. Boucher, Vice Admiral
Sir Charles and Lady Norris, Maj. Thorneycroft, Maj Gen.
Talbot, Mr. R. Talbot, Lt. Col. and Mrs. Goddard, Lady
Halcrow, Mr. and Mrs. Warner, Maj. E. Ransley, Maj. H.
Woodman," Maj. and Mrs. H. Jackson, Maj. Tomlinson,
Mrs. Geoffrey Mount, Mr. O. J. Grace, Brig, and Mrs. R.
F. Parry, Mr. C. Pearson; Lord and Lady Harris, Lt. Col.
and Mrs. Hammond Davies, Capt. and Mrs. Neve, Col.
and Mrs. R. Mount, Mr, and Mrs. Lowe, Mr. and Mrs.
Ardagh, Rev. and Mrs. : Geddes, Maj. Catt, Sir George
and Lady Jessel, Mr. Baines, Canon and Mrs. Wadhams,
W/Cdr. and Mrs. Travers, Brig, and Mrs. F. W. B. Parry,
Mrs. Wallace, Mr. and Mrs. Rule, Mr. and Mrs. John
Friend, Col. Lincoln, Brig, and Mrs. Laing, Mrs. Norman
Hart, Mrs. Morgan, Mrs. Howard Smith, Capt. and Mrs.
Shephard, Brig. Nelson-Smith, Mr. Badcock, Lord and
Lady Hawarden, Admiral and Mrs. Bax, Maj. Edmeades,
Maj. Rye, Maj. and Mrs. Stratford-Tuke, Mrs. Temple ,
Hirst, Lt. Col. and Mrs. Roper, Maj. Gen. Craddock,
Richard Craddock, Mrs. Rodney Hews, Mrs. P. R. H.
Fox, Mr. and Mrs. Baker, Maj. and Mrs. Harris-iSt. John,
Mr. Nash, Col. and Mrs. Pulverman, Maj. and Mrs. Cole,
Lt. Col. and Mrs. Carroll, Capt. and Mrs. Wale, Brig;
Spear, Maj. Gen. and Mrs. Grimshaw, Col. and Mrs. Jen
nings, Lt. Col. and Mrs.'Cobb, Mr. and Mrs. Lance Monckton, Maj. Gen. and Mrs. Norman, the Bishop of Dover,
Lt. Col. and Mrs. Parkin, Mrs. Airy, Mrs. Rickards and,1
of course. Col. and Mrs. Grace, Lt.-Col. and Mrs. Knocker
and Lt. Col. and Mrs. Grove.
It was as pleasant as always to see them all. The;;
Regiment, as is customary, entertained the Kent and’
Glamorgan teams at the close of play on the second day;
had the weather not ruined matters on Bank Holiday a
similar party would have been held for the Kent and
Hampshire teams.

A

CANTERBURY REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
HERE was a good attendance, both on parade and in
the Cathedral, on Sunday, 12th August and fine
weather made all the difference to the enjoyment of the
day. After the Deputy Colonel had addressed the parade—
just under 400 strong, of whom 270 were Branch mem-
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bers—Territorial Efficiency Medals were presented to
W.O.’s II Bond and Lillicrap and Sgt. Dennis, all of 5 Buffs
(T.A.); the Meritorious Service Medal to Sgt. Phillips, of
the Canterbury Army Information Office; an d 'th e Meri
torious Service Certificate (a Kent T.A. award) to Cpl.
Gower of 4 Buffs (T.A.). Congratulations to them all.
This year’s Service saw the new Order of Service in
use for the first time. Apart from the requirement for a
slightly longer final hymn, to assist the Collection-takers,
the Service appeared to meet with widespread approval.
The Regimental Band were in excellent form and their
playing of the ‘Nimrod’ Variation from Elgar’s ‘Enigma’
was extremely good.
At the conclusion of the Service the Dean, who had
delayed his departure on holiday especially to be present,
dedicated a very fine wrought-iron memorial screen in
the Warriors’ Chapel. This screen, erected “in memory
of Maj. Gen. Boucher, the last Colonel of The Buffs, of
his illustrious predecessors in that appointment and of all
those other members of the Regiment having no other
Regimental memorial”, was made by that master-craftsman
Mr. Milward, of Bishopsbourne, assisted by members of
the Canterbury School of Art, from designs made by Mr.
Woodcock, Curator of the Home Counties Brigade
Museum. The cost of it was subscribed to by many hun
dreds of past and present members of The Buffs and there
is little doubt that the Warriors’ Chapel has been enhanced
and enriched by its addition. This month’s frontispiece
bears its own witness.
In the afternoon the Canterbury and Ramsgate
Branches organized the “fun and games” with great suc7 cess. The inter^Branch Darts competition final was also
played off, resulting in a win for the London Branch
(Queen’s Own) by 3 ‘legs’ to one over the Ramsgate
Branch. It is much to be hoped that next year, when they
come down to defend their title, this year’s Winners will
come not merely for a game of darts but also for the
parade and the Service as well and that, should they repeat
their success of this year, they will contrive to be present
at the prize-giving.
The inter-Branch Shooting competition was won, yet
again, by the Margate Branch, with Canterbury only 3
points behind them as Runners-up; surely it is high time
that Margate were de-throned? !
The day saw many old comrades re-united, of whom
two deserve a special mention. Mr. W. J. Allen, oT Ash,
had not seen Mr. E. Maple, of Rough Common, since
they were “de-mobbed” in 1919; they met outside the
Cathedral, before the Service, and recognized one another
instantly!
An excellent Beating of Retreat by the Corps of
Drums of 1st Battalion in conjunction with the Regi
mental Band brought the proceedings to an end. The whole
day would not have been possible without the co-operation
and help of the Dean and Chapter, and particularly Arch
deacon Sargent; the Brigade Colonel; Lt. Col. Ian Roper
and the staff of the Brigade Depot; Lt. Col. John Tilleard
and the Officers, W.O.’s and Sgts. and Other Ranks of
4 Buffs (T.A.); the Automobile Association; the Police;
the St. John Ambulance; the Red Cross; the Rotary Club;
and the Clerk of the Weather—to all of whom the staff of
Regimental Headquarters are greatly indebted.
Photographs appear elsewhere.
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The Deputy Colonel decorates Sgt. Phillips with the
M.S.M. before the Service . . .

and .. . talks to the Dean of Canterbury after
the Service

P hoto: K e n t M essenger

Led by Lt.-Col. Roscow Reid, the Canterbury Branch leaves Wemyss .Barracks on their
way to the Service of Remembrance in the Cathedral. This year’s Preacher was the
Chaplain General to the Forces, Archdeacon Neill,
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REGIMENTAL HEADQUARTERS
URING June and July the following paid a visit to,
and wrote their names in the Visitors’ Book at
Canterbury: —
Colonel R. O. Pulverman, Brigadier N. D. Rice,
Major R. Tuke, Mr. Bent Morbech, Major B. G. J. French,
Major W. G. H. Dunglinson, Major F. E. Thorneycroft,
Captain P. Hiscock, Captain E. H. Body, Lt. M. J. Clinch.
The following did likewise at the Increment Offices
at Maidstone: —
Colonel A. R. H. Waring, Captain j. A. L. Sergison,
Major I. A. Macmillan, Captain P. Sylvester, Major J. L.
Large, W.O.II J. Heyfron, Captain C. Champion.

D

1962
COMING EVENTS
September
8—SEVASTAPOL DAY.
During September the Battalion moves to Colchester.
October
6 and 7—Golfing Society Autumn Meeting at Littlestone.
6—6th Battalion The Queen’s Own Reunion Dinner at
White Hart Hotel, Bromley. Secretary: Mri C. Sayers,
59 Grasmere Gardens, Orpington, Kent.
10—Golfing Society Match v. Kent County Constabulary
at Littlestone.
13—6th (S) Battalion The Buffs 1914-18 Annual .Dinner.
Secretary: Mr. R. W. Billings, 14 Hornfair Road,
Charlton, London, S.E.7.
20—Regimental Association Annual General Meeting at
RHQ Canterbury.
27—1/4 BUFFS (1914-19) Reunion Dinner at County
Hotel, Canterbury. Assemble at 6 p.m. for 6.30 p.m.
Dinner. Tickets 10/- each can be obtained from local
Secretary or from Lt.-Col. H. L. Cremer, M.B.E., T.D.,
D.L., Hampton Gay, New Dover Road, Canterbury.
December
13—Birthday of Her Royal Highness Princess Marina
Duchess of Kent, Colonel of the Regiment.
1963i
March
1—Anniversary of Amalgamation Day.
11—Birthday of H.M. King Frederik IX of Denmark,
Colonel in Chief.
'
April
27 and 28—Golfing Society Spring Meeting at Royal St.
George’s, Sandwich.
May
25—Golfing Society Match against Shepway Stragglers.
'
26—GolfingSociety Match against Littlestone.
j

BIRTHS, (MARRIAGES AND DEATHS
Births
LUNN.—On July 13th, 1962, at Bradford-on-Avon Matern
ity Hospital, to Janet (N£e Taylor) and Captain
James M. Lunn, a son.
DODSON.—On June 23rd, 1962, to Major and Mrs. K.
Dodson, a son.
DEARDEN.—To Pte. D. Dearden and Mrs. Dearden, a
daughter ( Lee Ann Afraditei) born at Helena Hos
pital, Shorncliffe, on April 2nd, 1962.
VALE.—To Cpl. M. Vale and Mrs. Vale, a daughter
(Allison Dorothy), born at Folkestone on June 13th,
1962.

tj

CLOSE.—To Cpl. B. Close and Mrs. Close, a daughter
(June Helen), born at Folkestone on June 6th, 1962.
Marriages
PYBUS—BiRADSHAW.—On July 7th, 1962, at St.
Michael’s Chester Square, Captain Ian Douglas Pybus,
The Queen’s Own Buffs, son of Lt.-Col. G. D. Pybus,
of Royston, and of Mrs. A. V. Tredaway, of Bexhill,
to Jane, younger daughter of Brigadier and Mrs. G. R.
Bradshaw, of Weybridge.
r
BEER—WOOD.—Married at Holy Trinity Church, Dartford, Kent, on 26th May, 1962, Cpl. G. Beer to Pamela
Hilda Wood.
HEALEY—KEELER.—'Married at the parish Church,
Temple Ewell, Dover, on 2nd June, 1962, Cpl. A.
Healey to Doris Mabel Keeler.
SAUNDERS—FULLER.—Married at the Parish Church
of St. Peter and Paul, Hellingly, Sussex, on 19th May,
1962, Pte. W. Saunders to Joan Fuller.
...
Deaths
LONG.—Mr. “Tidder” Long, who served in “G ” Company
1st Bn. The Buffs from Aldershot up to the outbreak
of the 1914-18 War. He was an “Old Contemptible”
having proceeded from Fermoy to France with the
Battalion.
WEATHERLEY.—Mr. Jack Weatherley, ex-2nd Bn. The
Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regt., at Chatham on
the 19th May, 1962, after a long illness, aged 56.
JIMENEZ—On August 2nd, at a nursing home in Putney,
Major Antonio Joseph (Tony) Jimenez, M.C.,
“ Jim m y” to his Regimental colleagues, 11th Bn.,
The Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment and
later 2nd Bn. President for many years of the 11th
Bn. Old Comrades’ Association.

PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON. GAZETTE
Regular Army Reserve of Officers
Maj. (Hon. Lt.-Col.) E. S. Scott, M.B.E., haying
reached the age limit, ceases to belong to the Res: of Offrs.,
20th May, 1962.
Lt. (Hon. Capt.) J. W. F. Swann, having reached the
age limit, relinquishes his comm., 8th May, 1962, retaining
the hon. rank of Capt.
Regular Army Reserve of Officers
Lt. R. A. Axford, having reached the age limit, re
linquishes his comm., 3rd June, 1962, and is granted the
hon. rank of Lt.
Army Emergency Reserve of Officers
National Service List
2nd-Lt. P. C. Sykes from Reg. Army, Nat. Serv. List, to
be 2nd-Lt., 14th February, 1962, with seniority 5th Nov.,
1960.
Regular Army
2nd-Lt. B. K. Donovan to be Lt., 16th June, 1962.
Regular Army Reserve of Officers
Class III
Lt. R. A. SOunes from Res. of Offrs., Class I, to be Lt.
18th Dec., 1961.
Army Emergency Reserve of Officers.
National Service List
2nd-Lt. P. C. Sykes to be Lt., 14th June, 1962.

iNViCTA

August, 1962

Page 735

Regular Army Reserve of Officers
Short Serv. Comntn.

Lt. R. F. Schooling from Active List to be Lt., 19th
June, 1962.
Territorial Army

Lt. W. R. D. Wallace is granted the acting rank of
Capt., 5th May, 1962.
Army Emergency Reserve of Officers
National Service List

Experienced riders
everywhere acknow
ledge the supremacy
of Harry Hall riding

Lt. I. W. Jackson from Short Serv. Commn., to be Lt.,
3rd May, 1962, with seniority 8th April, 1962.
Territorial Army Reserve of Officers

Capt. A. Green, T.D., having exceeded the age limit,
ceases to belong to the T.A. Res. of Olfrs., 23rd June, 1962,
retaining the rank of Capt.
Territorial Army Reserve of Officers

Capt. D. V. Bassett, T.D., having exceeded the age
limit, ceases to belong to the T.A. Res. of Offrs., 23rd June,
1962, retaining the rank of Capt.
Regular Army Reserve of Officers
Class III

Lt. F. J. Jakob from Res. of Olfrs., Cl. 1, to be Lt.,
26th June, 1962.
Regular Army Reserve of Officers
Class III

Lt. J. D. Johnston, from A.E. Res. of Olfrs., Nat. Serv.
List, to be Lt., 6th June, 1962.
Territorial Army Reserve of Officers

Lt. S. Maclachlan from Active List, to be Lt., 16th
May, 1962.
The undermention Lt.-Col. to be Col., on the date
shown:—
A. J. M. Flint, M.B.E., from Queen’s Own Buffs, 16th
Apr., 1962.

W a r r e n s (Canterbury) U tb.
14/16 i£>un Street, Canterbury
P hone 2566

Regular Army

Lt. J. J. White to be Capt., 1st July, 1962.
Territorial Army Reserve of Officers

Maj. J. Calver-Jones, R.D., from Active List, to be
Maj., 16th May, 1962.
Territorial Army Reserve of Officers

Tel. : R egent 5 915

J. B. JOHNSTONE

Capt. (Hon. Maj.) D. A. Chuter, T.D., having ex
ceeded the age limit, ceases to belong to the T.A. Res. of
Olfrs., 14th July, 1962, retaining the hon. rank of Maj.

Military and Mufti Tailor

Territorial Army

Lt. G. R. Poole from A.R. Res. of Offrs., Nat. Serv.
List, Queen’s Own Buffs, to be Lt., 4th June, 1962, with
seniority 17th Mar., 1961.
Territorial Army Reserve of Officers

and Breeches Maker

-
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-

SACKVILLE ST., LONDON

Lt. R. G. Benstead, having exceeded the age limit,
ceases to belong to the T.A. Res. of OfFrs., 25th July, 1962,
retaining the rank of Lt.
Parachute Regiment
Territorial Army

Lt. R. McK. Heath from A.E. Res. of Offrs., Nat.
Serv. List, Queen’s Own Buffs, to be Lt., 27th Apr., 1962,
with seniority 15th Feb., 1962.

Specially A p p o in ted to T he
Q u een ’s
-

Own

B uffs, T h e

R oyal K ent R eg im en t

-

Regular Army

Capt. K. S. Beale, M.C., to be Maj., 14th July, 1962.
General List
Regular Army

Maj. R. Carey, M.C., retires on retired pay, 1st July,
1962.
Army Cadet Force—Kent
Lt. J. W. Coddington, M.B.E., (Capt., late Buffs retd.)),

having exceeded the age limit, retires 12th Apr., 1962.

Also holds special ap pointm ents to m any other
Regim ents, and is extensively patronised by
Officers in every b ran ch of H er M ajesty’s Service,
both a t hom e and abroad
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THE ANNUAL CEREMONIAL PARADE OF THE
1st BN. THE QUEEN'S OW N RIFLES OF CANADA

HE Deputy Colonel of the Regiment had the great
honour of being invited to take the annual ceremonial
T
parade of one of our allied Canadian Regiments, that of
1st Bn. The Queen’s Own Rifles of Canada, on Whit
Saturday.
On a blazing hot June morning, in front of a large
crowd of spectators, the Battalion paraded on their barrack
square at Fort MacLeod, just outside Iserlohn. The
parade started off with the Skirmishers and Pioneers, the
latter armed with glittering axes, “ clearing the ground
a reminder both of the type of country the Regiment had
to operate over in the early days of its existence and of its
opponents.
After the usual General Salute, Major-General Talbot,
accompanied by the Commanding Officer, Lt.-Col. Hank
Elliott and the Colonel of the Regiment, Col. Jim Strathy,
carried out the inspection of the Battalion, which, some six
hundred strong, was drawn up in two ranks. This was
followed not only by a march past by companies at a
spanking rifle pace but also by a further march past at
the double in close cbhimn of companies. The former was
to ther Regimental March Past, which is the same as the
old Regimental quick-march of The Buffs, while the latter
was to the “ Keel R oll”, both played with great verve
and dash by the Battalion’s bugle band.
The parade was concluded by the Battalion forming
line and firing a “ Feu de Joie ”, which was a quite out
standing performance, and by giving three cheers in
honour: of Her Majesty. The Queen’s birthday.
After the Parade, the officers of the Battalion extended
the most lavish hospitality in their Mess to their numerous
guests including Major-General and Mrs. Talbot. A truly
memorable, exciting and most enjoyable day. Photographs
appear elsewhere. '
For the uninitiated; the following short history of the
Regiment and a list of its Battle Honours will be of in
terest.
The Queen’s Own Rifles of Canada is this year, cele
brating its 102nd anniversary, having been founde'd on April 26th, 1860. The Regiment has had some share in
every Canadian campaign that has taken place during its
one hundred years of existence. It first smelled powder in
the Fenian Raids which took place on the Niagara Frontier
in 1866.
In 1870 The Queen’s Own supplied volunteers for the •
battalion of Ontario Rifles which took part in the Red
River Expedition under Colonel Garnet Wolseley,i and the'
Regiment again provided men for the reinforcing ex
pedition which was sent to Fort Garry, Manitoba,' in 1871.'
In 1877 The Regiment was ordered to Belleville,
Ontario, to give aid to the civil power in connection with
riots resulting from a Grand Trunk Railway strike- Then
came the North-West Campaign in 1885. The Queen’s
Own Rifles was called out on March 27th, and moved to

Winnipeg. The Regiment served in the column, under
Lt.-Col. W. D. (later Gen. Sir William) Otter—one of its
own former commanding officers—which marched from
Swift Current to relieve Battleford. It took part in the
fight against Chief . Poundmaker at Cut Knife and carries
the Campaign Honour, “ North-West Canada, 1885”.
On the outbreak of the South African War in i899,
the Regiment contributed a large number of volunteers.
These men Won a second Campaign Honour, South Africa,
1899-1900.
The Queen’s Own Rifles made an outstanding con
tribution to. the Canadian Expeditionary Force of the
First World War. In 1914 they provided 30 officers and
945 other ranks for the 3rd Battalion C.E.F., which served
in France and Belgium with the 1st Canadian Infantry
Brigade from February, 1915, until the armistice. The
Queen’s Own raised five other C.E.F. Battalions, the 83rd,
95th, 166th, 198th and 255th, all of which provided rein
forcements for the Canadian Corps and contributed to
others. In all, 210 officers and 7,352 other ranks were
sent overseas. Four members of the Regiment, Lts. W. L.
Algie, E. de Wind and C.S. Rutherford, and Capt T. W,
MacDowell, won the Victoria Cross. The Queen’s Own
Rifles perpetuates the six battalions named. Among their
21 First World War Battle Honours are “St. Julien”,
“Vimy, 1917”, “Passchendaele” and “Amiens”.
In the Second World War the Queen’s Own Rifles
was mobilised for active service on May 24th, 1940, and on
July 19th, 1941, sailed for the United Kingdom.
The Queen’s Own has the proud distinction of being
one of the units that landed on the coast of Normandy
on D-Day, June 6th, 1944. Among its 20 Second World
War Battle Honours are “Normandy Landing”, “Caen”,
.“Falaise”, “The Scheldt” and “The Rhine”. Sergeant
Aubrey. Cosens won the Victoria Cross in the attack on
Mooshof, Germany.
In 1953 the Regiment became part of the Canadian
Regular Army when the 1st and 2nd Canadian Rifle
Battalions were redesignated the 1st and 2nd Battalions,
The Queen’s Own Rifles of Canada. At that time the
1st Battalion was serving in Germany.
The 2nd Battalion served in Korea from March, 1954,
to April, 1955. After a tour of duty in Canada it pro
ceeded to Germany in October, 1957, and rotated with
the 1st Battalion in 1960.
The Regiment has two alliances with the British
Army. They are The Queen’s Own Buffs, dating from
1912, and The King’s Royal Rifle Corps dating from
1959. The Queen’s Own marches past to the “Regimental
Quick Step of The Buffs.”
The Regiment’s first ceremonial parade and Feu de
Joie were performed on May 24th, 1860, on the occasion
of the birthday of Her Majesty Queen Victoria, from
whom the Regiment derives its name.
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(Above) The Deputy Colonel, accompanied by the Commanding Officer and the Colonel
of the Regiment, inspects the Pioneers. (Below) The parade about to fire a
“Feu de Joie”.
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Why such a big name
for paper ? Because
today paper is a giant.
Think of it just for
a moment. “ Paper”
means so many things —
from gaskets to dress
patterns, gentle facial
tissues to rugged
fibreboard cases.
It claims sixth place
in British industry.
And of all the kinds
you ever find, many
come from Reed, one
of the biggest names
in paper.

Reed

A w o rld -w id e p a rtn e rs h ip p ro d u c in g
pulp, p a p e r, p a c k a g in g an d p la s tic s

REED

PAPER

GROUP

HEAD

OFFICE:

105

PICCADILLY,

LONDON,

o
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CORRESPONDENCE
Flat A, 10 Buckland Crescent,
London, N.W.3.
Primrose 7301
24th July, 1962

The Editor, Invicta,
Dear Sir,
At the London Branch (Buffs) Parade at H.M. Tower
of London last Sunday, bne of the men in the choir of St.
Peter-ad-Vincula told me that he had seen a distressing
event in Canterbury Cathedral some time ago when a
Buffs recruit went to turn a page in the “Book of Life”. I
steeled myself to hear the worst—though what the worst
could 'be, I had no idea. I know so well that the ceremony
has always been—and I hope is still—carried out so per
fectly. So I asked him to go on and he told me that the
young recruit on turning the page, had seen his own father’s
name on the roll. The suddenness of doing so brought tears
to his eyes, but he had quickly pulled himself together,
though all present had noticed the episode. I said: “But
none could blame him”—and he agreed.
We of the London Branch are always distressed that
we cannot invite all our friends to this annual service, but
the Chapel of St. Peter-ad-Vincula is small and has its
regular congregation. We were greatly honoured this year
by the presence of Major-General and Mrs. Craddock.
Colonel and Mrs. Miles Beevor were there as always, this
year with two generations of their, family, their daughter
and grand-daughter, and we were delighted also to have
Lt.-Col. and Mrs. Argles with us.
I would like to thank, most sincerely, the Resident
Governor of Her Majesty’s Tower of London for allowing
the Branch to keep its Book of Life there and to hold this
annual service and also the Chaplain, the Rev. E. S.
Michael, for the outstanding address he gave us.
Yours faithfully,
E. FOSTER HALL.
Tettenhall,
7a Cavendish Road,
Bognor Regis, Sussex
Bognor Regis 2561
23rd July, 1962.

, The Editor, Invicta,
Dear Sir,
In reply to Mr. Patrick Wall’s letter published in the
June issue of “Invicta” might I suggest that he makes
a point of attending the annual re-union dinner of the 6th
Battalion, as I am sure he would meet some of the real
“old ones” even up to the age of 90.
As an original member of the old 6th Battalion it
rather surprises me that so many of the survivors of the
old Battalions who served during the 1914-18 war are
still fit and able to attend this function each year, and
indeed, hope they will be fit and able enough to continue
doing so.
Personally I would be pleased to meet anyone who
served with the 6th Battalion, and this year the re-union
is on a date which I am sure we will always remember,
viz. October 13th.
;
Yours faithfully
W. G. KAIN.
Late 1807, M.G. Sect., “D” Coy (Cory Unit),
6th Battalion “Buffs”,

To the Editor, Invicta.
Army Beagles Association
Dear Sir,
The Army Beagles Association was formed on 4th
May, 1961. Beagling is now a recognised Army sport and
details appear in “Games and Sports in the Army”. All
military packs are members and the object of the Associa
tion is to promote and encourage the sport in the Army.
There are no financial arrangements as the Association
plans to work on a mutual self-help system.
The aims are as follows:—
(a) To help and advise those wishing to start a
pack of beagles in an Army Station.
(b) To effect a close connection between Army packs
already in existence.
(c) To help and advise in cases where’ difficulties
may arise.
(d) To encourage the breeding of a sound type of
hunting beagle by Army packs.
(e) To ensure that close liaison is maintained with
the Association of Masters of Harriers and Beagles which
is the recognised authority on hare hunting in the country.
(f) To maintain a roll of Officers and Other Ranks
capable of hunting hounds or having hunting experience.
Already the R.E. Beagles at Chatham have reformed
and are going well, and assistance has been given to
other packs in a number of instances. It is to be hoped
that the many advantages of being a recognised sport and
the backing of a flourishing Association will encourage
keen sportsmen to form more military packs. Should
anyone wish for further information their queries should
be addressed to: —
Major A. F. Mackajn-Bremner, M.H., H.Q. School
of Infantry, Warminster, Wilts. (Tel. Warminster 3101,
Ext. 13).
An annual meeting is held at the Aldershot Hound
Show in May. There is a special military class of two
couples of hounds from Army Hunts, which is always
well supported and keen interest taken. All members of
the Association look forward to seeing any Army Beaglers
who will be able to come in May, 1963.
Yours faithfully, H. FOSTER, Lt.-Col.
1
Chairman, Army Beagles Association.
1 Elwill Way,
Beckenham, Kent.
28th July, 1962.

Editor, Invicta,
Dear Sir,
I am sure that certain members of the Regiment will
be sorry to lear that “The Royal Kent” at Sandgate is
closing down on October 15th.
Chris and Nutty told me that the site has been aquired
by a development company, so in future we will see a
block of flats'there.
We in the 4th/5th Queen’s Own will miss them very
much as a week-end at Lydd, in future, will not be quite
the same.
I thought that their friends in the Regiment would like
-to know the position, so that should they be passing, could
call in and say farewell.
Yours sincerely, M. K. GREGORY, .
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Anita Ave., R.R.3,
North Bay, Ontario.
June 18th, 1962.

Dear Sir,
Congratulations to you on the fine job you are per
forming in getting the journal of two old Famous Regi
ments combined and edited.
I do not know if the enclosed copy of a photograph
would be of much interest; in case it is I am sending it. I
do not remember all the names. Many signallers were
trained at the Thames and Medway Reserve Brigade School
during the 1914-18 war and went to different Battalions of
the Q.O.R.W.K., Middlesex and Northants Regts.
We live in an age of wonders. Who would have
thought that evening in 1909 when we saw Latham’s plane
fall, trying to fly the 21 miles across the Channel, the
day would come when we could see on TV Col. Glenn
make three orbits of the earth and hear communications
with him while doing so.
I noticed a letter in Invicta from J. Mackintosh, M.S.M.,
who I served under as a junior clerk 1907.
In closing I wish you every success, and best wishes
to my Old Comrades, and to the officers and members of
the combined Regiments.
Yours very sincerely,
HARRY BROWN (7722).

Royal Hospital,
Chelsea, S.W.3.
12th July, 1962.

To: Col. H. R. Grace.
Dear Sir,
I was very pleased to hear from you re my admission
to above address. In the three days 1 have been here, I
realise that I have fallen into good hands.
I thank you for your good wishes, and shall be glad
to read the “Invicta”, and any news of the Queen’s Own.
I may send you my impressions of the Hospital, which
may interest the readers.
People sing of “Luck to the Old Brigade”. Let me ex
press the same to the Young ’uns.
Best wishes to you all from
C. HARDEN.
11 Aviation Lane,
Henhurst Hill,
The Editor, Invicta,
Burton-on-Trent, Staffs.
Dear Sir,
I am writing to let you know that I have changed my
address from 6 Mellor Road, C.O.D. Branston, to the above
mentioned.
I have retired from the War Department Constabulary
after 23 years Service. You may be interested to know
that I am a “Buff” and also a “Queen’s Own”. I joined the
Buffs in January, 1914, and re-enlisted in the Queen’s Own
in 1922, and took my discharge in 1938. Wishing Invicta
all success in the future, I remain,
Yours faithfully,
S. HUMPHREY.

The photograph referred to in Harry Brown’s letter (above left) of Instructors at the
Thames and Medway Brigade Signal School, Strood, 1917. Harry Brown is 2nd from
left, back row. Can any readers help with the others ?
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6 Castle Drive,
Whitby,
Ellesmere Port,
Wirral, Cheshire.
August 11th, 1962.
Dear Colonel Grace,
I have received The Tnvicta, have read it a couple of
times and studied the photographs of the Colour Pre
sentation; and what a wonderful job you have made of it.

Page

the 10th Battalion W.W.I., I was interested to see one grave
and one only of a Buff. I took a coloured slide of the grave
and it is available for any person interested. The particulars
are as follows: 6290420 Pte. S. W. Smith, 7th Feburary,
1942. BUFFS.
Yours faithfully,
A. L. ALLEN.
Editor’s Comment: There is no record of this man at
R.H.Q. Can any reader help?

On page 689 Mr. Robin Tuke has an article called
“A Page of History.” In paragraph 3 he says that the
shoulder arms hasn’t been the drill with the rifle for a
century or more.
May I respectfully point out that the shoulder arms
was still in use by the 2nd Bn. in Brighton, Sussex in
1899. The O.C. was Colonel Hickson. We used the slope
as well, but most Barrack Square drill was done at the
shoulder.
Yours very respectfully,
W. KNIGHT.
1st Battalion,
The Canterbury Regiment,
P.O. Box 1470,
CHRISTCHURCH.
28th May, 1962.
From: Capt. P. F. Haynes N.Z. Regt., Adjt.
My Dear Colonel,
You may not as yet have received news from Capt.
Ralph McCleary of our recent change of C.O.’s. Lt. Col.
Palmer retired at the end of March, and Lt. Col. Stanaway assumed the appointment with effect from 1st April,
1962.
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Royal Hospital,
Chelsea, S.W.3.
Dear Sir,
I have recently spent three weeks’ holiday in Bel
gium. During that time I made a journey into Holland.
On my way towards Eindhoven we came to a British
Military Cemetery at a place called Valkenswaard, where
there are about 200 graves of different regiments. Among
them are two of The Queen’s Own Royal West Kent
Regiment, both officers—Lt. G. W. Ashmole, died 25th
Sept., 1944, aged 26 years, and Lt. N. H. Woollven, died
2nd Oct., 1944, aged 22 years. Enclosed is a photograph
of one of the graves, and I am standing by it. Perhaps
there may be some of your readers who may be interested.
The cemetery is beautifully situated, very well kept and so
very peaceful.
I am, yours sincerely,
FRANK PAYNE,
Ex-Band Sgt.

Tt may be of interest that on 28th June we will cele
brate the Regiment’s 103rd Anniversary with a dinner for
the Officers. Our more public celebrations will take place
later in the year (in our Spring), when the weather is
kinder; the band will Beat Retreat in the City for the
benefit of the public, and there will be functions arranged
by each Mess to mark the occasion.
We trust that the Colour Presentation Ceremony will
be attended by good weather. Given that, we know it will
be a tremendous success.
Yours sincerely,
B. HAYES.
‘Bu setta’, 34 Falmer Close,
Woodingdean, Brighton 7, Sussex.
The Editor, Tnvicta,
4th June, 1962.
Dear Sir,
I had occasion to visit Tobruk and Cyrenaica and had
a look at the British Cemetery, which is kept in excellent
order.
Being an old West Kent Yeoman and then a Buff in

Sgt. Payne by the grave, referred to in his letter
(above), in the War Cemetery at Valkenswaard,
Holland.
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THE REGIMENTAL GOLFING SOCIETY

MATCH AGAINST THE KENT POLICE
HE match against the Kent County Constabulary
T
Golfing Society took place at the Leeds Castle Golf
Course on Wednesday, 30th April. The weather, the best

Page’s place. Guy Weymouth and Eric Hoggart suc
ceeded in halving this match after being five down at one
stage.

we have had so far this year, was perfect, and the course,
probably the prettiest in England, was also perfect.

MATCH AGAINST LIPHOOK

Despite a few unexpected results, we managed to
win 3-1.

15th July, 1962

Our Captain, Brigadier Rufus Parry, and his partner.
Col. Ted Argles, were the heroes of the day—also Capt.
Maurice Dewar who had to play with a reserve, owing
to our late Captain, Col. Merlott Chitty, being confined to
his bed. It is hoped he will be fit for our next match.
Tom Page was noticed to be chuckling to himself
having gained a few shillings off the “Coppers.”

again Lt.-Col. “Rabbit” Hoare arranged this
ONCE
enjoyable match at Liphook. On this occasion the
match was played on St. Swithin’s Day and one is tempted
to draw the conclusion that “His Reverence” supported
Liphook in their victory of 8 matches to 2 !
It is worthy of note that “Rabbit” and his partner,
Lt.-Col. Richard Dendy, won their match in the morning
which was a just reward for the captain of the side.

Brig. R. F. Parry, Col. E. V. Argles 1; Insp. Wood, Insp.
Goldsack 0.

We were grateful to Reay and Tufnell of Liphook for
filling a vacancy in our side in the morning and afternoon
respectively and we were more than grateful to the Secre
tary and to our opponents for their great generosity and
hospitality at the 19th hole.
The results were as follows :

Capt. C. M. C. Dewar, Lt. Col. M. R. L. Grove 1; K. A.
Horwood. Esq., Ch. Insp. Keech 0.

MORNING:

It was a most enjoyable afternoon and we were enter
tained in splendid style by our hosts afterwards.
Results were as follows: —

Maj E. Ramsley, Capt. T. Page 1; Ch. Supt. Saxton,
Ch. Supt. Beslee 0.
Col. H. R. Grace, Maj. M. A. O’B. Ffrench Blake 0; Supt.
Sutherland, Insp. Hearty .1.

MATCH AGAINST WROTHAM HEATH GOLF ICLUB
flag flew over Wrotham Heath Golf Club
THEonSociety
Saturday, 7th July. A most enjoyable match was

played under ideal conditions. The course was in excellent
order and was pleasantly empty. The weather was perfect.
Singles were played in the morning and foursomes in
the afternoon. Out of six singles the Society won one
match and halved one. In the afternoon foursomes were
played and the Society halved one match. This result,
however, was not really as bad as it looks, many matches
being very close finishes. As an example, in one foursome
which was only just lost, the winners went round hv two
over bogey!
Our warmest thanks go to the Committee and Mem
bers of Wrotham Heath Golf Club for the very friendly
reception given to us and for the splendid hospitality
offered to us. Our thanks also go to Colonel Wingfield
Stratford, who arranged the match on our behalf.
The following played for the Society in the morning:
Brig. R. F. Parry, Lt.-Col. M. R. L. Grove, Maj. G. U.
Weymouth, Capt. E. H. Hoggart, T. Page, A. K. Harrison.
Tom Page alone managed to win his match. In the
afternoon Colonel Wingfield Stratford played in Tom

E. S. Scott
D, Montgomery ..
C. R. Burn
C. M. G. Cox . . . .
R . A . C. Ravenhill
W. R. H. Browne .
R. H. Dendy
N. E. Hoare (3 & 2)
V. Newton-Moss
C. H. Reay .........

..

0

..

0

..

0

..

1

..

0

G. Halliday
J. R. Scott (3 & 2) . . . . 1
J. R. Kynaston
D. Osborne (2 & 1) .. 1
J. Meehan
G. O. C. Davies (3 & 1) 1
H. Mannel Eastwood
A. McLwraith .......... 0
T. R. Paterson
S. D. Carver (3 & 2).... 1

1

4

AFTERNOON:
Montgomery
Dendy
...................,.
Scott
Hoare
................... .
Burn
N. Moss ................
Cox
Ravenhill . . . . . . . . . ,.
Browne
Capt. Tufnell, R.N. ,' *

0
0
1
0
J.2

Halliday
Kynaston (6 & 5)
W. R. Kenion
D. M. Evans (2 up) ..
E. Madden
McLwraith
........
Meehan
Davies
............ .........
Oborne
Eastwood ..................

1
Liphook G.C. won by 8 matches to 2.

1
1

1
f
4
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MATCH AGAINST THE WOODPECKERS
New Zealand—21st July

THOROUGHLY enjoyable day on a thoroughly
delightful course with extremely kind hosts. At
lunch time the Society was quite clearly in the “con
somme” but, fortified by refreshment of all descriptions,
they made, a great come-back in the afternoon and
managed to halve the match at four wins all. The results
were: —
MORNING
QUEENS OWN BUFFS
(1) Major D. Montgomery, Colonel H. R. Grace 6; Cap
tain Rennie, T. G. Fetherstonehaugh 1.
(2) Major R. A. C. Ravenhill, Major W. R. H. Browne 0;
A. Lumsden, Comdr. Halliday 1.
(3) ,C. M. G. Cox, Brigadier R. F. Parry 1; C. R. LowtherKemp^ R. G. Henderson 0.
(4) Lti-Col. R. H. Dendy, Major K. C. Meyrick 0; A. V:
Nielsoh, D. Blair 1.
AFTERNOON
(1) Colonel H. R. Grace, ,C. M. G. Cox 1; C. R. LowtherKemp, D. Blair 0.
(2) Brigadier R. F. Parry, Major W. R. H. Browne 1: A.
Lumsden, T. G. Fetherstonehaugh 0.
(3) Major D. Montgomery, Major K. C. Meyrick 1; A. P.
Nielson-, R. G. Henderson, 0.
^
(4) Major R. A. C. Ravenhill, Lt.-Col. R. H. Dendy 0;
R. Twining, W. Bailey 1.

A

MATCH AGAINST THE HOUSEHOLD 'BRIGADE
New Zealand—16th June

JOHN LUKEY & SONS Ltd
Established 1853

W INE MERCHANTS
Shippers, Bonders and Blenders
M ilitary Messes Specially Catered’ For

101, Sandgate Road, Folkestone
TELEPHONE 53169

(2

lines)

Also-at

4, BENCH STREET,

DOVER

9, HIGH STREET,

DOVER

6, THE STRAND,

WALMER

139, HIGH STREET,

HYTHE

2, CANTERBURY ROAD, LYMINGE

Personal Service

Pronipt Deliveries

exciting match by 6 wins to 4. At
OURlunchteamtimewontheanscore
was 4 to 1 in our favour.. - At

one time it looked as though we might be going to halve
the day, but Ian Pearson and a “borrowed” partner, who
had stood in to replace one of our team unavoidably
prevented at the last moment from playing, gained a valu
able point, in the afternoon.
Results were as follows:
MORNING:
Q ueers Own Buffs

Lt.-Col E. S. Scott
Capt. H. B. Vertue .. 0
Brig. R. F. Parry
'
Maj. D. Montgomery 1
Maj. R. A. C. Ravenhill
Lt.-Col P. C M . Buckle 1
C. M. G. Cox
V. G. Wright . . . . . . 1
Maj. I. A. Pearson
Maj. K. C. Meyrick .. 1

H ousehold Brigade

Brig Digby Raeburn
C. Larking.........
D. Bibby
Watson Armstrong ..
Maj.-Gen. Sir John
Marriott
T. Spencer_______ <.
J. LindseyBethune
Maj. A. Pemberton . .
Maj. E. R. M. Fryer
R. Cheney . . . . . . . . . .
AFTERNOON:
Maj. D. Montgomery
Brig. Digby Raeburn
Lt.-Col. E. S. Scott .. i
Maj. A. Pemberton ..
Capt. H. B. Vertue
C. Larking
C. M. G. Cox . . . . . . 0
T. Spencer .......
Maj. R. A. C. Ravenhill
Maj.-Gen. Sir John
Brig. R. F. Parry . . . . 0
Mafriott
Maj: I. A. Pearson
D. Bibby . . . . . . . . . . . .
A. Lumsden . . . . . . . .
1
Maj. E. R. M. Fryer
Lt.-Col. P. C. M. Buckle
J. Lindsey Bethune ..
Maj. R. C Meyrick .. 0
R. Cheney
Watson Armstrongs ..

1

CASTINGS
and

FORGINGS
for all

0
0
0
0
0
1
1
0
1

I N D U $ TRIAL
APP L I C A T I O N S
in

LIGHT METALS &
C O P P E R - B AS E
M A T E R I A L S , Etc.
J. STONE & CO. (CHARLTON) LTD.
GENERAL FOUNDRIES DIVISION
WOOLWICH ROAD, CHARLTON
LONDON, S.E.7
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NEWS FROM THE 1st BATTALION
and July have been eventful months. The 23rd
JandUNE
June was a day which will live long in our memories
was the culmination of weeks of rehearsals and hard
work.
We, the Battalion, enjoyed the day immensely and
were thrilled that such a galaxy of old friends of the
Regiment should turn out in such strength to support
us. The weather was excellent and we hope that the same
adjective describes the day’s events. We think it does!
Exercise “Berengaria” followed close on the heels
of the Colour Presentation—so Close, in fact, that the first
flight of forty from the Battalion flew out to Cyprus on
the 24th June.
I should explain here that “Berengaria” was the move
of 19 Inf. Bde. Group to Cyprus for a three-week training
period—preparations for this exercise were, of course,
going along concurrently with preparations for the Colotir
Presentation Parade.
Be that as it may, 4 officers and 36 men flew to
Cyprus on Sunday, 24th June, and the remainder of the
Bn. followed in flights on the following four days, the
final flight arriving on the Thursday evening. We flew
from Lyneham (Wiltshire) in Britannias of R.A.F. Trans
port Command and landed at Nicosia Airport.
The B attalioh'C ^f^ iwas at Dhekelia, where we were
alongside 2nd Regiment Royal Artillery arid 1st Bn. The
Royal Fusiliers—also members of our Brigade Group.
The advance party was shown a piece of real estate
in Cyprus, bare except for camel thorn scrub, dust and
picquets in the ground for tents. We then drew vehicles,
tentage, stores, rations and the hundred and one things
necessary to establish camp. This called for some smart
action but within 24 hours we were a going concern.

'A ' COMPANY
Within a few days of their conspicuous success as
Escort Guard on the Presentation of Colours Parade, “A”
Company were again leading the Battalion—this time some
2,000 miles away ori a hot, dusty road between Nicosia
and Myrtou, advancing against a well-concealed enemy in
the sun-baked, rugged hills of Cyprus. This was on Exer
cise Bellerophon, the first of two tough exercises designed
to test the strategic reserve. All worked unsparingly ahd
despite heat, fatigue and heart-breaking contours of the
terrain we were triumphant. Working by day and night
we moved steadily forward. After securing a dominant
feature by a night attack it fell to us next morning to
bring the exercise to; an end in a gallant final encounter
when we were launched agairist the whole of the remaining
enemy force, i t had be$n a gruelling exercise but morale
was high and we had risen tb the occasion.
A few days of relaxation and preparation for the next
exercise weres: spent -.in a delightful Company Camp on a
promontory jutting into the clear, blue waters of the
Mediterranean near Ayios Amvrosios. Froni here we visited
places of interest such as St. Hilarion Castle, Kyreriia and

The following week-end (and within 48 hours of the
last 100 men arriving) we were involved in Exercise “Belerophon”. This involved a further air move for part of the
Battalion—an air move starting and finishing at Nicosia.
We then fought our way North West from Nicosia where
the Conipanies showed their prowess at hill climbing—in
shade temperatures of 102°. “B” Coy in particular won
their laurels for the storming of the M assif-M ajor Charles
Millman will be pleased to supply details.
After “Bellerophon” came a quieter period. The Rifle
Companies established camps on the North Coast of Cyprus
where they climbed hills and swam whilst our Support
Platoons fired their Mobats, 3 inch Mortars and M.M.G.’s.
This was a good week when We all had the opportunity
to relax a little, but even so the Companies returned to
Dhekalia camp looking wonderfully fit and well.
Our final exercise was “Barbican Two” carried out
in the Troodos Mountains. It was a rigorous exercise de
manding toughness and physical endurance. It was a good
exercise and we gained in experience from it.
This finished on 12th July and on 15th July our first
flight of 50 officers and men flew home. Thereafter we
were concerned with the dismantling of the camp, the
handing back of vehicles, tentage and stores, so that when
the last flight left on 19th July, our piece of real estate
was back in its original form—barren but a little dustier.
This ended Exercise “Berengaria”—a demanding but
well worth while three weeks.
At the time of going to press we are now well into
the inove to Cochester, and already we have a sizeable
Advance Party there.
We cannot complain of being left in a rut!

Bellapias, and walked through the forests over the Northern
mountain range. One of the highlights of this period was
a swimming competition held in the picturesque fishing
harbour below our camp—it was an energetic and enjoy
able afternoon which even included a successful nonswimmers’ race.
The final exercise was named Barbican II and proved
another challenge to our powers of endurance. It was
held in the Ephtigonia area. Again we learned to go on
and on without time for sleep, rest or food, making the
most of each brief respite for a hasty brew. Support
Platoon “riflemen” under Sgt. Winter distinguished them
selves by their spirited attacks which drive a' dogged and
numerically superior enemy from a key feature.
When this exercise was completed we returned to our
camp at- Dhekelia: and waited there, living on less and
less ris more and more stores were handed in, finally sleep
ing beneath, the stars until our turn for emplaning came..
We left Cyprus bronzed and fit, looking back on a
very worthwhile 3^ weeks of soldiering at its best. Travel,
adventure and a career—it Was as good as the posters
promised.
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Back in England we welcomed Sgt. Quinn and Cpl.
Wright who, together with Cpl. Wildish, have come to us
from the Brigade Depot. In exchange we have reluctantly
sent them Sgt. Leiper. We trust he will enjoy his stay there.,
. We are all set now for block leave. None more so
than Colour-Sergeant Cribben, who earns our congratu
lations for remaining not only sane but cheerful
whilst performing duties which would have caused
ulcers and a nervous breakdown in a lesser man. He has
coped unruffled with kit inspections, colour parade, air
loading and weighing, and also with the task of Mesis
Secretary in the Sergeants’ Mess.
If we have not by then been called upon in our
strategic reserve role, our next notes will be written from
Colchester.

'B ' COMPANY
“The Storming of the Massif”—“The Capture of Vasa”
—“The Raid of Ephtigonia”. These notes are primarily
concerned with the Cyprus epic—and in particular Exercise
Berengaria and its offshoots (Exercise Bellerophon arid
Exercise Barbican II). The fly out in the R.A.F.’s “Whis
pering Giants” went smoothly and when the main body
arrived in Dhekelia we were delighted to find Sgt. Gordon
and his advance party minions had completed a splendid
preparatory operation. Through their efforts we were
spared a load of tent pitching and other chores. Once
settled, and after our first bathe of two, we were very
smartly pitched into Exercise Bellerophon. This concerned
a simulated air move followed by an advance to contact
over some pretty rough going and again a wily Rifle
Brigade enemy. From the outset the Coy were hard at it
in a temperature of 102° in the shade (and there was very
little of the latter!). The highlight of this exercise remains,
however, the “Storming of the Massif” on the first morning.
This “Battle Honour” was not gained without the loss of
a good deal of sweat and weight by all concerned! Whilst
4 and 6 Pis. scaled and assaulted this mammoth “Pimple”
from the front, with great vigour and determination, special
mention must be made of X Pis. cagey left flanker. This
move finally won the day and all credit to the C.S.M. and
his “scratch XI” (i.e. the balance of the Sp. PI., Coy H.Q.,
the cooks, etc., etc.). Sunday, 1st July, will long be remem
bered within the Coy, and undoubtedly by Cpl. Worthy (he
must- be ah Aquarian!) who carried water up the feature to
the thirsty Rifle Pis.
Between exercises we established a Coy Camp on the
North Coast at a little village called Ayios Yeorgios.
Coupled with spells of P.T. (fiercely and most efficiently
organised by that enthusiast L/Cpl. Jasper), swimming,
softball and basketball (both the latter on pitches impro
vised by the C.S.M.), we tramped the Kyrenia Range on
“Tourist Walks”. These' proved admirable preparation for
our subsequent trek across the Troodos. A good time was
had by all in the most delightful surroundings (a virtual
South of France pleasure beach at public expense!) and we
doubt whether we have ever felt fitter.
'
All this stood us in good stead for the final effort—
Exercise Barbican II. This exercise was based about a long
approach march through the Troodos Range. The Glosters,
an element of the Rifle Brigade and the HEAT represented
the enemy. From the word go we were in virtual contact
vyith an adept ambush enemy. A hard slog developed and

throughout B Coy were well to the fore. The capture of
Vasa by Lt. Coles and 4 PI. and their subsequent raid on
Ephtigonia earned high praise from the directing staff. In
the first instance the enemy- were caught unawares 1£ hours
before the Control Schedule Brief and in the second a
whole enemy platoon plus 7 Landrovers were caught with
Orange Squash at their lips: In between times 2/Lt.
Gwilliam (dark glasses and all!) and 6 PI. became TV
rivals of the Z Car Team. All in all it was a highly suc
cessful outing.
We spent the last few days before flying home shop
ping, sightseeing and swimming. Surprisingly enough we
got through the Customs without undue hardship (to our
pockets!). Let us conclude by saying—roll on Exercise
Berengaria II! In passing we would like to mention the
kindness and hospitality : shown to us by B Coy 1 R.B.
Without their baths, etc., we should have returned like
urchins!
Whilst we welcome Ptes. Knell, Woodbine, Hooey and
Wade we say goodbye to Major Franklin. Our loss
will surely be the T.A.’s gaiij. We all wish him the very
best of luck in Northern Ireland. We shall certainly listen
for the echo of that now famous phrase “Righto, so be it”.
We conclude by congratulating Cpl. Beer on his recent
marriage, and C/Sgt. Levett on his richly deserved Grove
Trust Award. Now for leave, the move to Colchester and
(we hope) a trip to Denmark.;
“SHINY B”

' C ' COMPANY

Once again we are back in Shorncliffe and Exercise
Berengaria has been successfully conipleted. Three weeks
in the Mediterranean sunshine climbing over hills and
mountains has made the Company bronzed and fit, and one
or two notable changes in waist lines can be seen.
On arrival in Cyprus we at once took part in Exercise
Bellerophon, and from the start “C” Coy. climbed up and
down the mountains with great zest. At the end of this
exercise we returned to the Battalion Camp at Dhekelia
for one night, and the next day set out for a Company
Camp on the North Coast of the island. For five glorious
days we lived as tourists, camped by the side of a sandy
beach with the cool clear blue sea a few feet away. Fitness
was the keyword and Mr. Pumphrey helped to tighten many
a flabby muscle with his early morning P.T. classes. We
made daily marches up into the mountains and visited
several places of historical interest; our respect for Richard
the Lionheart and his crusaders was greatly increased when
we thought of climbing the hills in armour. It is rumoured
that the Coy. Comd. discovered a short cut-back to camp
via the sea-shore and the cliffs. Apparently it took 3 hours,
50 cigarettes and two swims to cover $ of a mile, during
which time our company commander diced with death
twice. The climax of our camp was the company smoker,
both Mr. Dawkins and the Colour Sergeant worked hard
to provide the very excellent fare. The high standard of
entertainment showed that talent abounds in our midst.
Particular mention should be made of the songs from the
Emerald Isle by Ptes. Nicholls and Graham, and the
spirited performance given by Cpl. (Snow White) Craven.
Support Platoon—I am sorry, I should say No. 12
Platoon—did not come with us to Company Camp, as
during this period they were firing at Pyla and Goshi. The
A/Tk firing at Pyla went off well and it was good to see
members of the Mortars scoring first-time hits—well done
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Pte. “Smelly’s Eye” Blower. The mortar firing at Goshi
was carried out in intense heat, but even so everyone en
joyed themselves and some valuable training was achieved.
Some alarm was caused by a barrel becoming so hot that
the bomb stuck.
.... The .final exercise Barbican II was decidedly hard
work and we were very grateful that we had had the chance
of getting ourselves fit beforehand. We were all most
impressed by our Umpires who really entered into the
spirit of the exercise and were of great assistance to
us.' A/Tk. personnel were seized, and Coy. H.Q. was cut
down in order to form Z platoon under Sgt. Spillet, this
extra rifle platoon stood us in very good stead. The Vicar,
the Rev. Whitty, and his party of boys from St. Mary’s
Cray successfully penetrated deep into enemy lines in a
taxi, accompanied by their beach bags and Bergen ruck
sack carrying their kit and wireless, they sent back much
valuable information about the enemy.
We left C.S.M. Gooch behind at Shorncliffe struggling
with rear details and his place was admirably taken by
C.S.M. Johns on a short holiday from H.Q. Coy. C.S.M.
Johns also took a hand in commanding Z platoon which
he did with great dash and we only hope he enjoyed''
being with us as much as we enjoyed having him.
- We would like to congratulate Pte. Hodges on his
recent marriage and we wish both him and his wife every
happiness for the future.
Finally, we welcome all seventeen new recruits to the
Company and we hope their stay with us will be a long
and happy one.

M.T. SECTION
The last few days of June found the M.T. with the
rest of the Battalion tidying up behind the Colour Parade,
ready for the move to Cyprus on exercise “Berengaria”.
For some of us it meant leaving the day after the parade
and hardly having time to pack, but the evening of the
24th found us waiting at Lyneham, for the plane which
was to take us to Cyprus. Our journey over was unevent
ful but pleasant, our only complaint being the lack of
air hostesses.
July found us happily settled into our glorious camp
at Dhekelia with the M.T.O./Q.M. having so much time
on his hands that he was able to go swimming. The M.T.,
by this time, had every vehicle on the road but even so we
didn’t seem to have enough to go round and our drivers
were kept hard at it as usual. Even so we were able to
get out to see some of the places of historical interest,
such as the “Spitfire” in Famagusta and the “Copper
Kettle” in Larnica, etc.
Some drivers were lucky enough to go with the Com
panies on the other side of the island, where they were,
camped for three days; those that did had a wonderful time,
so I’m told.
Exercise “Barbican' H”, which was our main effort
in Cyprus, took us up into the mountains. This gave our
drivers a chance to drive on some of the worst roadis that
they will ever experience. I’m glad to say that there were .
no accidents on the: exercise or at any time in Cyprus.
“ Well done, everybody.”
C/Sgt. Johnstone appears to have a new nick-name,
“Cabby” I think it is. Cpls. Potts and King tell me that
they are never going to volunteer for anything again (I
can’t think why). We seem to have a male voice choir
in the M.T. now, its leaders, namely Goldsmith and Davis,
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the only trouble being their choice of song, still no doubt
the songs will improve now that the Keo has ceased to
flow. '
The end of “Barbican II” saw us once again packing
ready for the move back to U.K. Our flight home went
smoothly, which is more than one can say for the packing.
The customs officials at Lyneham were most kind, Jetting
us through with a bottle of spirits and 200 cigarette?. Sgt.
Arnold was invited into the small room marked “Private”,
it appears that he had 201 cigarettes, or was it a “ dog-end”
sarge.
Shorncliffe was a most welcome sight, we even had
the rain to greet us. It seems strange to see green trucks
again instead of the sand-coloured ones we had become
used to in Cyprus. The main thing on everyone’s mind
now is the block leave period from the 26th of July to
the 20th of August, which we all agree is well earned, all
we ask for is a few days of sunshine so that we can show
off our tanned torsos.
R.A.T.

SIGNAL PLATOON
Once again this month has proved to be a hectic one,
“signals-wise”. After the very successful presentation of
Colours parade, which the signal platoon worked hard for,
we then settled down to life as signallers in Cyprus. Our
first exercise was successful in as much as we used'only
our less powerful sets all the time with good results. After
this exercise most of the platoon managed to get on de
tachment with one of the rifle coys, down on the beach for
a few days relaxation and fitting up training. Swimming
was, of course, high up on the agenda.
- After this rather pleasant break we found ourselves
on “ Exercise Baibicon II.” This exercise was, for some
of the members of the platoon, ,rather tough as it involved
rather a lot of manpacking. However, those involved
managed very well.
We are now back in the U.K. looking forward to
what we consider some well-earned leave and our move
to Colchester.
;
A.S., A.R.

RECCE PLATOON
The platoon moved to Cyprus intact except for Searles
who was left to look after follow-up kit.
The first couple of days were spent preparing for the
move on Exercise Barbican II, and plenty of swimming.
L/Cpl. Wilkin assisted the, local police in tracking down
a dangerous “Mellon Fincher”, assisted by half the
Platoon. We moved off on Exercise Barbican II and the
Platoon did an excellent 12 miles, the Platoon gaining
plenty of useful information. Barry Adams even out-did
the mountain goats in his Land Rover pathfinding for “C”
Coy. In the week between exercises the Platoon decided
that the only weapons they required to fight any war were
20 grenades and a Vickers each.
The Platoon joined “A” Company for a couple of
days swimming (by this time half the Platoon had grown
web feet).
After Exercise Barbican II the camp was broken and
we prepared to move home.
Sparrow Battell breathed a sigh of relief after passing
through the customs, and a couple of the Platoon were
stopped by the immigration authorities until they removed
their watches to prove they were really white.
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This month has been a rather busy one so far as the
Quartermaster’s Staff is concerned, owing to most of them
taking a three weeks holiday in Cyprus, leaving the
workers behind. All appear to have had nothing to do
but lie in the sun all day as their colour has changed from
a healthy pink to a dirty brown: speaks well for the numer
ous bottles and tubes of sun-tan lotion.
The holiday-makers arrived back in Shorncliffe late/
on Friday night-being greeted by Sgt. Wagstaff and his
band of merry workers who promptly tucked them up in
bed and spent the rest of the night bringing their kit'up
from the Station.
The next five days were spent sorting out and des
patching the advance guard to Colchester. The R.Q.M.S.
and a faithful few remain to keep the home fires burning
whilst the rest of the staff are on three weeks well-earned
leave.

I NT.

master Mr. R. G. Watkins. With this fine performance
what better way to end yet another hard week’s work?
We would like to extend our best wishes to Sgt.
McGowan on his appointment to the Middlesex Band as
Band Sgt., but we are really terribly sorry we cannot offer
our congratulations over the “ Delayed A ction”. Our
congratulations also go to Bdsm. Pinkerton who was re
cently married and to Bdsm. Arnot and wife with the
news that they are now proud parents of a' son. A wel
come to the Band, Bdsm. Bell.
To conclude this month’s notes we shall be working
in harmony once, again, only this time it will be to get
ourselves prepared for the move to our new establishment
at Colchester.
'
Minim.

Purcell

SECTION

Since the last notes were written it would be an
understatement to say “ A lot has happened”.
It must be a first in the annals of the British Army to
have been presented with new Colours at Folkestone and
to be unpacking freight baggage in Cyprus all in four
days! It’s enough to make one ask for Overseas Allow
ance!
Preparation for the big day by the Int. Section was
a source of wonder to many, but how we managed to get
the notices for this, that and the other done, and Still find'
time to get our own kit ready for parade, was an even
bigger wonder to us. We wonder what the R.S.M. will
do with the parade diagrams! Will they do for next
time?
Cyprus, in spite of the opening paragraph, proved to
be quite a holiday. Once the exercises were over everyone
set out to see as much of Cyprus as they could. It is
rumoured that L/Cpl. Treadwell and Pte. Sands saw almost
too much at the Spitfire Club in Famagusta. I say almost
as now Pte. Sands has his eyes back to normal, we want
to go again!!!
The whole section would like to place on record
their thanks to “A” Coy. with whom we spent a very en
joyable three days at camp. The Int. Sgt. still thinks there
should have been prizes at the swimming gala.

(MAIDSTONE)

Appointed and approved
Tailors and Outfitters
to the
QUEEN’S OWN BUFFS
THE ROYAL KENT REGIMENT
and Approved Tailors to the
HOME COUNTIES BRIGADE
Stockists of the approved pattern Shirts,
Regimental and Golf Ties, Blazer Badges
— . etc.—
Civil and M ilitary Requirem ents
forwarded upon request

12 MIDDLE ROW, MAIDSTONE
Phone 3575

BAND
July, in the Band’s estimation, has been a pretty hectic
but enjoyable month. After our St. John Moore Plain
bashings in the morning, our Concert Band, with a little
more delicate touch, performed on the Leas Bandstand
for their first week of a fortnight’s engagement. Once
again more rehearsals for the Kent Police Tattoo and the
Home Counties “ At Home ” day. On Friday evening,
when our Fanfare Trumpets opened the Tattoo, one Irish
member of the Band reckoned it was the Day of Judg
ment. The deluge poured down, lightning streaked the sky
and the thunder rolled.
Next morning we were over to Canterbury for the
final rehearsal of the “ At Home Day ” with the combined
Bands of The Middlesex Regiment and The Royal Sussex
Regiment, massed with the three Corps of Drums for
the evening Retreat under the direction of Brigade Band

For

. . .

BLAZER

BADGES

o f your Regiment . . .
OFFICIAL BADGE OF ‘ THE BUFFS ’ 1 0 /6

DEAKIN & SONS LTD.
Sun Street and Guildhall Street
Canterbury
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NEWS FROM THE TERRITORIAL BATTALIONS
133 INF. BDE. M.T. TRIALS, 1962

The results of above M.T. Trials, held on 14th/15th
July, 1962, are as follows:—
Best Individual: Pte. Obbard, 5 Buffs.
Best Novice: Pte. Obbard, 5 Buffs.
Inter Battalion Team>Contest: 2nd, 5 Buffs; 3rd,
4/5 R.W.K.; 4th, 4 Buffs.

4th BATTALION THE BUFFS (T.A.)
“The summer months are very quiet in the T.A.,
I suppose”, remarks a well meaning regular officer, by
way of small talk. The reply to that is to invite him
to “try us for size” one summer and learn the facts
the hard way. There has been plenty on the programme
and even if there are fewer numbers available for training
there has been no lack of zeal. A complete turnout of
the Recce platoon, at full establishment, on a recent
week-end Exercise is not a bad effort for a “quiet”
month. Another training milestone in a “quiet” montbr*
was the 133 Infantry Brigade MT Competition, ably
organised by 5 Buffs. No, we cannot report a victory
although at the completion of Phase I we thought it was
“in the bag”. We must pocket our pride and speak
plainly about this—we came last. Our congratulations to
5 Buffs on a very polished performance and a well
deserved win.
Congratulations are due nearer home to Mr. W. Chowns,
our Chief Clerk, for routing yet another Documentation
Team—this one from Infantry Records, Exeter. In their
shuffling flight they let fall a chit marked “OUTSTAND
ING”. Another Orderly Room feat was the unravelling
of the Regulations on “EVER READIES”. This has no
doubt been achieved by other units but we would like
to put on record our very first “Ever Ready”; Sgt. J.
PACKHAM, Mortar Platoon, has been accepted for
service in the T.A.E.R. The first of many more, we
hope. A card from the Persian Gulf or perhaps Hong
Kong would do much to relieve the tedium of our
humdrum lives.
“A ” COMPANY

We welcome Capt. A. G. W. Winch, D.F.C., back to
“A” Company as 2nd i/c; already one notes his sleeves
are rolled up and new “ Bars ” are being constructed in
the T.A. Centres !
Company activities are confined to training for shoot
ing and the combined EX “ WET FEET ” with “ B ”
Company, on 8th-9th Sept. Crossing the River Swale in
assault craft should prove to be quite an experience for
many.
Again on 22nd Sept, we have the Battalion Band
leading a combined parade of T.A. and Whitstable Civil
Defence elements, followed by a combined demonstration
of T.A./C.D. work, rounded off in the evening with a
dance in the T.A. Centre. We hope as a result that many
locals will join the Company. All we need is the full
support of “A” Company to make this a success.
Holidays are upon us, and this accounts for the large

amount of overtime working that is going on at the
moment. We hope everyone has a really splendid spell
of Weather. It’s a pity we could not join our 1st Battalion
in Cyprus, you lucky people.
Our Company Commander is winning a lot of cups
dinghy racing. This is perhaps due to his Whitstable con
nections; who knows?
'
We are proud to have been selected for the Middlesex
Tough Training Competition in October. Much training
will be needed to reach the high standard required.
Already this is in hand, and one expects many boots to be
repaired before success is ours,
“ C ” COMPANY

Activities this month haVe been rather quiet, for with
high summer upon us, and the cherry and strawberry
picking season at its wildest around Ashford at this time,
many faces have been missing. This, of course, is a sad
but understandable state of affairs, although it makes
things hard for the old faithfuls who turn up night after
night for training, and find they are almost alone. Still,
it is always so during summer, and we hope that autumn
will produce a definite inrush of recruits. People are
beginning to drift in and ask questions even now, and
we have high hopes recruit-wise.
S.L.R. training, or rather in most cases revision is
proceeding well, and everyone is looking forward to next
year’s annual classification with' the hope that our new
rifles will be in use. This is certainly something worth
looking forward to, and there will be no excuse for any
thing less than two-inch groups at four hundred yards, if
it comes to pass.
On the social side we had a very interesting Saturday
this month, when a party from the Company set off for
the wicked city—London, to anyone not familiar with
Raymond’s Revue Bar and the Cafe des Artistes. Fiyst
there was a highly interesting visit to the Imperial War
Museum, certainly one of the finest museums in the
country for sheer interest value, for it immediately gains
everyone’s fascination, even those who are not usually
museum types. The British Army through the ages, vivid
recollections of splendid military days gone by, and some
not so far distant. It is certainly a place which makes
one feel proud to be part of the country’s Armed Forces.
Afterwards, on a lighter note, the outing continued
with a visit to “ Come Blow Your Horn,” an uproarious
comedy at the Prince of Wales Theatre, starring Bob
Monkhouse and David Kossof. It was certainly a; jolly
fine evening, and from remarks passed everyone had a
splendid time,
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P hoto: K e n tish G azette

The Deputy Colonel taking the salute of the 4 Buffs {T.A.) detachment after the
Remembrance Sunday Service on \2th August

The Deputy Colonel hands
L f Cpi. Gower his Meritorious
Service Certificate before the
March to the Cathedral on
Remembrance Sunday.
L./Cpl. Gower is serving with
4 Buffs (T.A.)

INVICTA
August, 1962
P h o to : K e n tis h E xpress

A ‘C Coy. 4 Buffs (T.A.) group taken recently
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On holiday this month, our P.S.I., .C.S.M. Histed, saw
one of a father’s great days, on Saturday, 28th July, when
his newly-born baby boy was christened. It ,was evidenly
quite an Army affair; Major MacDonald was Godfather,
so it seems certain that the little boy will be brought up in
The Buffs tradition, God bless him. We all send our
heartiest congratulations to C.S.M. Histed and his wife
for what was obviously a gloriously happy event.
“ D ” COMPANY
Usually, training eases down to a leisurely pace in
July as Instructors go on leave, and the remainder are
hard at it providing for the holiday-makers who frequent
these parts. This year is the exception as a very varied
training programme indicates, and the attendances have
been very good both at Folkestone and Cranbrook.
The month opened up with Monitor Training for the
Recce Platoon, under Capt. Auld, Sgt. McGinley out with
the new boys on the training area gaining experience in
the use of cover. On the 7th July, Major C. White, Gapt.
C. Auld, Sgts. Jordan and Miller, Ptes. Betts and Foy
played cricket for the Battalion against the Model Tavern,
Canterbury, in the annual match. Under Capt. Auld, we
went on to victory after a hard-fought game, in which he
played a staunch innings of 32 not out. Major White
managed seven runs and Sgt. Jordan bowled exceedingly
well. While we were away, the Recce Platoon got in
some valuable hours on Monitoring, and Sgts. McGinley
and Burvill had the remainder out on Patrol Formations
and toughening exercises.
C/Sgt. J. Shuman has been taking the new boys on
foot drill, the remainder meanwhile have been on arms
drill with the S.L. rifle in preparation for the Remem
brance Service and demonstration respectively. A goodly
number of the Company attended at Maidstone for the
Remembrance Service.
The Recce Platoon seem to have been spending many
hours on Map Reading and Compass Work, and it must
be well-nigh impossible to lose them—we will have to try
this some time.
Sgt. Beardmore has been instructing on the Nuclear
Problem, and figures largely in the Wireless Training
instruction also.
Ptes. C. Lee and N. W. Brown have been with us a
short while, but, after some refresher training, did very
well in the Brigade M.T. Rally. The remainder of the
Company spent three more evenings in the Training Area
—firstly on the 36 Grenade and .then completed a Tank
Hunting Course with the 94 Grenade and 3.5 Rocket
Launcher.
July 21st /22nd saw the Recce Platoon out on an
Exercise in the Faversham area, where Major Willows^
kindly put his barn at their disposal. The following day
they occupied a Platoon Position at Acrise, where the
newly-joined members of the Company, out on Section
and Platoon Battle Drill, carried out an attack as part of
the intensive day’s training. On this occasion we regret to
record that Capt. Sayers was injured during the last assault
of the day.
Sunday, July 29th, the Recce Platoon had booked
the Training Range at Swingate, where they spent the day

on Compass Marches. The remainder set off from the
Drill Hall and proceeded on foot, via the beach, to Dover.
The going was pretty rugged, varied between rocks, con
crete and beach. To make things interesting, we moved
in formation and carried out attacks on a succession of
positions. We .came across holiday-makers in all kinds of
out-of-the-way places, and we had to step over one couple
—and they didn’t even wake up.
Congratulations to. Cpl. D. Stevens on his promotion,
but we regret to report that he has not yet fully recovered
from his accident at Camp.
Sgt. Packham has been
accepted for the “ Ever Readies,” and we are pleased to
report that the following have applied to join this select
body of men:—
Cpl. D, Stephens, Pte. J. Stephens, Pte. C. Lee, and
Pte. N. W. Brown.
H.Q. COMPANY
We have arrived somewhat eventfully at the end of
another month. We take this opportunity of welcoming
Ptes. Sutton and Pyatt to the fold, and wish them a happy
and successful stay.
The month’s training culminated on the last week-end
with an ambitious * exercise—called “ LONG HOP ”—
spread over three counties. Owing to the approaching
Brigade M.T. Rally, it was necessary for both drivers and
navigators to gain extra practice, and the Signal Platoon
provided the radio communications.
Exercise LONG HOP began on Saturday afternoon
at 1500 hrs., when eight champs and Landrovers and two
3-tonners left and made their way via a number of
obstacles to East Grinstead—in. Sussex—where the even
ing location on a very pleasant farm and C/Sgt. Fred
Drury and his “ catering team ” waited.
After the evening meal, the members of the Exercise
enjoyed a few beers, etc., at a locally well-known “ Gast
haus,” at which the local populace were friendly, to say
the least.
After a further stop for meals at Marden on the
Sunday, the Exercise returned intact at about 1600 hrs.,
having achieved most, if not all, of its objects. A most
successful example of working hard and playing hard.

PLEASE
SUPPORT
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5th BATTALION THE BUFFS (T.A.)
HE period following Annual Camp has always had the
reputation of being a quiet one, a lull, as it were,
T
before the storms of Annual Inspections and the like.
This year has proved rather the exception, as things seem
to have been happening fast as well as furiously ever since
our return and. certainly during the last two months.
First and foremost we were privileged to be able to
assist, from the administrative point of view, the 1st
Battalion in connection with their Presentation Parade at
Folkestone, and all those who were present on that occa
sion cannot fail to have been struck by the superlative
ceremonial from beginning to end. It was a great honour
to have helped in our small way in such a spectacle.
Very quickly afterwards, “A,” “ B ” and “ C ” Com
panies with their Support Platoons took part in Exercise
“ Restless Night,” laid on by Major Frank Neville.
Although described elsewhere' in these notes as a “ bit of
a flog,” the Exercise was remarkable in testing the direc
tion finding capabilities of patrols, and one at least was
put severely to the test and seems to have indulged in a
little route marching before reaching its objective in
full daylight! Now that the Second-in-Command has
established himself at Westwood, a regular contribution
of exercises is to be expected—his latest effort, running
to no less than one hundred and eighty serials, is due for
publication shortly in French and Flemish for the benefit
of the participants on the other side of the Channel!
The Territorial Army Rifle Meeting at Bisley claimed
the following Gladiators:—
Sgts. Cranney and Cook __ “ A ” Company
Sgt. Saffery and Cpl. Bolton .. “ B ” Company
Pte. Porter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . “ C ” Company
Cpls. Lee and Wood . . . ------ “ D ” Company
But their scores, alas, did not prove sufficient to carry
the day. Once more we are grateful to the Depot R.A.O.C.
Training Battalion at Blackdown for accommodating the
Battalion Team over night.
Meanwhile, arrangements for the Brigade M.T. Trials,
for which, we were the sponsoring unit, were proceeding
apace, and “ C ” Company are to be congratulated on the
way they organised and conducted the various hazards.
H.Q. Company, too, played a most important part in
feeding and accommodating the many contestants from
the whole Brigade. We were placed second in the inter
unit contest, the first place going to 4/5th Bn. The Royal
Sussex Regiment (T.A.), but we did romp home with the
best individual score and the best novice score by Pte.
Obbard, of H.Q. Company. Other results were:—
3rd overall placing—Cpl. L. Smith (H.Q.).
Team placing, 4th overall —Team No. 5: L/Cpl.
Bryan, J. (H.Q.), Sgt. Laird, G. (“ D ”), Pte.
Navesey, B. (H.Q.), L/Cpl. Weir, A. (H.Q ), Cpl.
Smith, L. (H.Q.), Cpl. Maudlin, M. (H.Q ).
As the result of our success in the M.T. Trials, we
are now in the lead in the Brigade inter-unit competition,;
and with First Aid, Patrol Competition, and shooting
results still to be gained, we must not disappoint our pot
hunting Training Major and see that the placing remains
unchanged!

It was unfortunate that Capt. George Faulkner was
admitted to the Queen Alexandra Military General Hos
pital, Millbank, early in the month. He has now been
discharged and is at present on leave; he has our very
best wishes for a speedy recovery.
Lt. Graham Garnsey has returned from his researches
into the properties of infra red light, looking very bronzed
and fit. Why it should be necessary to go to Spain for
such investigations is not at all clear.
Congratulations to Capt. Tony Proctor on his marriage
to Miss Jackie May. A presentation was made on behalf
of air Officers of the Battalion at an informal Mess Party
at Westwood. It was splendid to see Major Bill Dunglinson and his wife at the party, and we look forward to
seeing them again in the near future.
1st July saw the redesignation of the T.A. Centres
at Deal and Sandwich as “C” Company, and with the
resulting “ general post” the new organisation is as
follows:—
“ A ” Coy., Ramsgate—Major W. D. Baddeley, T.D.
“ B ” Coy., Margate—Major R. P. Wright.
“ C ” Coy., Deal and Sandwich—Major P. Evans.
“ D ” Coy., Dover—Major G. P. Turner.
H.Q. Coy., Westwood—Major C. E. E. Balding, T.D.
with Major F. G. Neville, M.C., T,D., at long last at
Battalion Headquarters as Second-in-Command.
Other recent changes include the departure of W.O.I
L. Becker, Bandmaster from the inception of the Battalion
Band. We were very sorry to see Mr. Becker go on
completion of his engagement and are indebted to him
for all he has done to put the Band on such an excellent
footing. We feel sure that his successor, Mr. Driscoll,
who is not only well known in Thanet musical circles, but
also as a former member of The Queen’s Own Royal
West Kent Regiment, will have an enjoyable stay with us.
On the point of going to press, news has come of the
marriage of Lt. Ron Andrews; not only does he have oUr
sincere congratulations, but also best wishes and “ Bon
voyage ” on leaving the Battalion to take up an appoint
ment in Rhodesia.
“A” COMPANY
The month opened in the field with the Company
taking part in Exercise “ RESTLESS NIGHT,” perhaps.
“ HILL LESS NIGHT” would be a better name. Once
more, as happens with a “ NEVILLE SPECIAL ” exer
cise, it was a bit of a flog, with parties, composed of “A”
and “ B ” Company personnel, dropped in small heaps
beyond Elham Valley to find their way to the well-known
“ Trig Point.” A late start turned the night patrols into
" day patrols, since it was becoming light before they were
able to start. During the final “Attack ” for those who
had their units sufficiently under control through the bangs
and bumps let off by members of the Support Platoons,
a good lesson might have been on how a well-conducted
defence in depth is organised.
The Exercise provided the first opportunity for Major
Baddeley, our new Company Commander, to have a look
at us. We welcome him, and hope his stay with us will
be a happy one, vWe also say farewell to Major Neville,
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and wish him every success at H.Q. We have also said
goodbye to 2/Lt. Daniel, who has moved to Deal and is
posted to “D” Company. We welcome Pte. Bevan, who
has just joined us. We hope his stay with us will be long
and happy.
Range work occupied us on July 8th and July 22rid.
Attendance could have been much better, but those who
attended did useful work, with good scores—three of the
men were classified as marksmen.
. Civil Defence work has also taken an important part
of our time, and our thanks are due to the local Civil.
Defence Corps personnel for their willing co-operation.
“ B ” COMPANY

“ Have a look at the A.C.I.s over the past two years,”
said the Major to the C.S.M., “ there must be something
about it.” “ Begging your pardon, Sir,” said the C.S.M.,
“ I have checked all A.C.I.s and there is nothing that says
O.R.s will not have cars bigger than the Company Com
manders,” because as the Company gets bigger, so do the
cars; it seems that soon we will have to move to a bigger
Drill Hall with a larger car parking area.
At least six members of this Company have volun
teered for the T.A.E.R.,, and that £150 seems very near.
One wonders if we shall lose our six heroes once they get
the taste of the Regular Army; anyway, here’s hoping they
get through and all the very best of luck to them all.
The Company did the first of some P.E. tests, led by
the Company 2/i.c., and by the look of it took everything
in their stride; even Pte. Dowries, with brand new boots,
did the five-mile bash and finished with only four blisters
on each foot, plus one sprained ankle. It now remains
to be seen how the other half of the Company will do; it’s a
; pity the P.S.I. will not be there, firstly he is not old
enough and secondly he has to go on leave again, but
with the Company Commander leading, and 2/Lts. Ochs
. and Bond assisting, we can be sure that the -rest of the
i Company will do as well as the first half.
f
The Company had a very nice week-end on Lydden
Spout Ranges; there was some shooting in the afternoon,
I the light being ideal. We stopped at 1930 hrs. and were
j the guests of “ D ” Company at their Drill Hall in Dover.
: After a very well prepared dinner of roast chicken and
; all the trimimngs, thanks to C/Sgt. Winter and his cooks,
including Cpl. “ Custard ” Hornsey, we had a quick wash
and change, and made our way to the Drill Hall next door,
where we were the guests of the R.E. Bomb Disposal Unit
at their social evening.
After the departure time had been put back from
11.30 p.m. to “ later,” we got back to our “ bivvies ” at
0230 hrs. and found some strange and wonderful things,
not fit for “ This Wonderful World.” The strangest of
all was the O.C., all dressed and ready to start shooting at
0630, with the C.S.M. and Sgt. Burton still trying to work
out why they overslept!
In conclusion, we welcome to the Company two new
' members, Ptes Downes and Bates, who have picked up the
spirit of the Company in a very short time. Well done to
both of them, they will have an enjoyable time with us.
L/Cpl. Pressley is now in receipt of his recruits’ ex
pense allowance, thank heavens.
Kuth-um-Hogia,

“ C ” COMPANY
We are now safely installed with our Company H.Q.
at Deal under our new Company Commander Major
Evans, who has seen long service with the Lancashire
Fusiliers both as a regular and a territorial. Last month
we said goodbye to C/Sgt. Dennis after many years valu
able service but hope to see him often in the future.
The last two months have seen a varied training
programme. On Saturday, June 23rd, members of the
Company watched the Presentation of New Colours to
1st Battalion. We were all much impressed and wish to
thank the 1st Battalion for their kind hospitality. The
Company helped in the final stage of the Brigade M.T.
Rally at Shorncliffe. We only hope all the competitors
enjoyed it as much as we did. The 3in. Mor. team did not
meet with the hoped for success at Canterbury on July
21st, but there is always next. year. The rest of the two
months has been occupied with routine training with
many valuable weekends spent in classification at the
ranges.
We welcome Ptes. Moore, Brookes and Reservist
Latham to Deal and Ptes. Warman and Kemp to Sand
wich, and hope their stay will be happy and long. Con
gratulations to Cpl. Townley of the R.A.P.C. on his new
arrival on June 23rd.
It is with deepest regret that I must report the death
in a motoring accident of Pte. Halkett.
We are all looking forward to the weekend of August
18th/19th when we are having a combined watermanship
scheme with “D” Company. It is rumoured that it will be
in the Hythe Canal area.

“

D ” COMPANY

Firstly our congratulations go to Captain and Mrs.
Proctor upon their recent wedding, may they live a life of
bliss. Cpl. Tiltman has rejoined us from hospital, we trust
that his recovery is now complete. We welcome to the
fold four new faces namely Mr. M. Daniel from “A”
Company and three recruits, Ptes. Gooda, Grieves and
Payne. Let us. hope they can stand the fatherly manner
of Uncle George and the cooking of o u r C/Sgt., above
all let their stay be long and happy.
'
i
The main activities of the Company, during the past
month has been Classification on the Ranges, and we are
now preparing for a complete weekend on Lydden Spout,
which we are happy to share with our old friends arid
rivals of “B” Company. Two of our members went up to
Bisley, but, sorry to say, their names were not mentioned
for the Queen’s 100, and they did not have a ride in the
“Champs Chair”; their effort nevertheless in the China
Cup was, I understand, creditable, may they have the
fortune to “have a bash” in ’63.
“Twisting, Jazzing and Jiving” took place here on
Saturday evening last, needless to say that a good time
was had by those present, they are looking forward to
the August session,
Chota.

!
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H.Q. COMPANY
The most remarkable achievement of the month for
the Company has been the undoubted success of the M.T.
Section in the recent Brigade M.T. Trials. Pte. Obbard
scored the Best Individual and Best Novices scores whilst
Cpl. L. Smith was placed third overall in the competition.
The points awarded for our representation resulted in a
valuable contribution to the Inter Battalion Competition
and we are proud to say that the Battalion reigns supreme
at the present time. It should be mentioned that feats of
this nature cannot be obtained without considerable prac
tice and the support of members of the M.T. Section over
recent weeks is appreciated.
Attendances during the past two months have not
been particularly good and we always manage to excuse
ourselves on the grounds that most of us are seasonally
employed and cannot therefore parade regularly. It is
felt, however, that this is not sound logic and the most
likely reason is that the summer weather attracts us to
the beach rather than to the Drill Hall. If only we realised
how much more pleasant it would be to do our training
in the sunshine as opposed to the snow!
The Battalion Patrol Competition will soon be upon
us and the 1.0. has dreamed up routes for practice marches
between the M.T. Section, Signals and Recce Platoons.
The Company is determined to maintain the high stan
dard of patrolling that it established last year and will
only feel content if it furnishes all Battalion representa
tives for the forthcoming Brigade Competition.
Finally we should like to congratulate Lt. R. G.
Andrews on his recent marriage.

BAND

After Annual Camp, M r Becker, who has been our
Bandmaster since the formation of the Band, decided not
to sign on again; we wish him every success in his retire
ment.
,
May we take this opportunity to thank D/M. Francis
for the many occasions in which he filled the breach.
Three weeks ago our new Bandmaster Mr. “Bob”
Driscoll, a very well known Thanet musician and arranger,
took over the reins, we welcome him and assure him
our fullest support.
July has been a very busy month, Mayor’s Sunday
at Ramsgate, two visits to Princess Mary’s Rehabilitation
Hospital, Minster Flower Show have gone and we look
forward to the many engagements in August.
We led Margate Carnival Procession and it goes on
record that Cpl. “Bill” Ovendon did march the whole
four miles, and did pass sixteen pubs without a glance.
Sgt. “Bob” Ship has left us for pastures new, i.e.
Bandsmaster of 4th Bn., we wish him every success
in his new venture.
Practice times for the Band are as follows to any one
in the Battalion or to their friends who have an interest
in good music: Tuesday and Thursday at 1930 hours,
Sundays at 0900 hours. You are all welcome to come
visiting and to meet Mr. Driscoll.

CONWAY WILLIAMS
THE MAYFAIR TAILOR

48 BROOK STREET, MAYFAIR, LONDON, W .l
(O pposite Claridge’s H otel)

AND

39 LONDON ROAD, CAMBERLEY
Morning and Evening Wear, Court and Military Dress for all occasions
Hunting, Sports and Lounge Kits
-

All Cloths cut by expert West End Cutters and made exclusively by hand
•
in our Mayfair Workshops by the Best English Tailors
REGIMENTAL TAILORS TO THE QUEEN’S OWN BUFFS
THE ROYAL KENT REGIMENT
Telephones :
M ayfair 0945 — Camberley 498

Telegram s :
“ M ilitaila Wesdo, London ”
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4 th /5 th

BN.

THE

QUEEN'S

OWN

ROYAL WEST KENT REGT.

(T.A.)

N the past the T.A. has normally hoped and expected to
Igardening,
relax somewhat after Annual Camp to take time off for
house painting and similar domestic chores
which have been perforce neglected in the earlier part of
the year. Times change and the tempo of training and life
in the reserve forces is now such that it seems sensible that
all T.A. members should sell their gardens and demand
a special tax-free allowance for employing builders and
decorators, not to mention another- another allowance for
pacifying neglected wives and girl friends.
To support all this we would tell you that no sooner
did we return from Stanford at the end of May and
settle down to clearing up the various horrors which always
have to be cleared up at such times than we found our
selves hard at work on the local ranges, producing colour
parties for the Freedom of Maidstone, setting up recruiting
stands at local fetes, etc., forming a band, planning and
making expeditions to distant places, helping the 1st. Bn.
with the seating arrangements for the Colour Presentation
parade, auditing accounts, recruiting “Ever Readies”,
assisting at the Maidstone Reunion, holding a Bn. Rifle ,
Meeting and driving in the Bde. M.T. Rally, just to men
tion a few of our activities in the past eight weeks. Un
doubtedly the outstanding event was the Presentation of
Colours ceremony at Shorncliffe on Saturday, 23rd June,
when we had the honour and pleasure of being able to
assist in the administration arrangements albeit in a v ery '
small way. This event was very fully covered in the last
“Invicta”, but we would like to place on record our grati
tude to Lt:-Col. “Blick” Waring and the 1st. Bn. for a day
which possibly for the first time for many of us, made us
realise that we really were an integral part of the new
regiment. Up to 23rd June many of us in this Bn. had
tended to look upon ourselves, primarily, as the last of
the old “Queen’s Own” rather than members of the new
Queen’s Own Buffs. Certainly those who attended on this
most impressive occasion, whether on duty or as guests,
left feeling proud they had the honour to be full members
of a new and vigorous reality.
The major training event has been, of course, our
annual Rifle Meeting, which took place at Lydd on 22nd
July. The elements did not help the shooting but the
attendance was better than in previous years and we
managed to get through the programme in spite of the
fact that targets were frequently blown out of their frames
by unusual gusts of wind. The results of the various competitions appear below:—■
Score
Match 1.—Rifle Team Championship: “B” Coy. 296
Rifle.—-Individual Champion: Pte. Wood, “C”
Coy. ..
..
..
..
..
.. 83
Rifle.—Winning Officer: Maj. Pennells, “C” Coy. 76
Rifle.—Winning Sergeant: C/Sgt. Amber, “B”
Coy. ..
..
..
...
..
.. 68
Rifle.—Winning Cpl. or below: Pte. Wood, “C”
Coy. ..
..
..
..
83
Rifle.—Winning Young Soldier: Pte. Hoare, “B”
Coy; .. . ..
..
..
...
.. 47

L.M.G.—Winning Team: H.Q. Coy (1) ..
.. 105
L.M.G:—Best Pair: Sgt. Sales and Cpl.
Meacham, H.Q. Coy.
..
..
..
64
S.M.C.—Winning Team: H.Q. Coy (2) ..
.. 215
S.M.C.—Best Individual: Cpl. Meacham, H.Q.
Coy. ..
..
..
..
..
..
86
Falling Plate.—Winners: “B” Coy.
Officers v. Sergeants.—Winners: Sergeants.
The prizes were presented by Mrs. Coath.
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1 Once again a month has come and gone and the sum
mer is slipping away. However, our training is becoming
much more interesting and in the near future it is planned
that we should assist H.Q. Company in a beach-landing
operation at Newhaven. Mr. Sutton, who is arranging
the exercise, is also fixing another in which we hope to
combine with “B” Company of 4 Buffs, at Sittingbourne.
Also in the near future we may be opening a Drill
Hall at Snodland, where; we have already had at least
six firm enquiries from potential recruits.
During the month we have welcomed two more vol
unteers, namely Ptes. Haffenden and Murrell. Apart from
new faces which, of course, we are always glad to welcome,
it is good to see Jock Hughes back again together with a
number of others who have decided to return to the fold.
' Some have suggested that we should invite our girl
friends and wives along on drill nights with the idea that
they could chat and have a drink in the canteen while we'
attended to our training. This may or may not be a
workable idea, but may help to bring in a few more re
cruits and, in particular, those who do not like leaving
their girl friends for even one evening.
Mr. Smith has been busy painting his boat, perhaps
we shall have sailing lessons on the training programme
shortly.
Pte. Cairns enjoyed his day of duty at 1st Bn. Queen’s
Own Buffs Colour Presentation—he even had his hair
cut for the occasion.
A portrait of our new Company Commander appeared
in the “Kent Messenger” during the month, plus a write-up
about his past. It so happened that this issue of the
“ Kent Messenger ” had the largest sales ever, but we are
certain that this was pure coincidence.
Finally, we are all determined to be first-class shots
this year and we are looking forward to the Battalion
Rifle meeting next month which will be a family occasion.
We only hope that the weather is kind, so that our families
can enjoy a day at the sea.
B COMPANY
The principal event in July was the Battalion Rifle
Meeting at Lydd. This Company 'had another successful
day and four, rifle trophies came to St. Mary Cray. These
are:—
Match 1. Inter Coy. Rifle Team.
Falling Plate Shield.
Young Soldiers Cup.—Pte. Hoare.
W.O.’s and Sgts. Cup.—C/Sgt. Amber.
In warmly congratulating all participants, we would
specially mention that C/Sgt. Amber’s win was his second
in three years and that Pte. Hoare has emulated the feat
of another “B” Coy. member, Pte. Beanland, two years
ago. Top scorer in our team was Pte. Williams.
In general, scores were low and the major reason was
undoubtedly the extremely gusty wind which put a lot of
firers off. We hope that better conditions will prevail next
year and that we can prove our wins were no flukes. Our
L.M.G. scores were, unfortunately rather disappointing.
Training has consisted mainly of weapon training, but
six members, under Sgt. Webster, are looking forward to
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their week-end on Lundy Island on 28th/29th July—this
should be quite a party.
We are very pleased to congratulate L/Cpl. Beeson
on his promotion to that rank and at the same time we
welcome Ptes. Beadle and Carlo to “B” Company.
Finally, advance notice of the Bn. First Aid Competi
tion at Sevenoaks on Sunday, 23rd September, for which
we shall shortly be selecting a team and our special social
in October, which is a farewell party for C.S.M. Easter.
C COMPANY
The month of July has been quite busy at Erith. Sgt.
Wake has been training L/Cpl. Walker, Ptes. Curtis, Garrett
and Malcher as a Mobat team.
While Mr. Clifford was away on holiday in Spain
Mr. Andrews visited us twice to show us that rifles and
bayonets are not strictly necessary if one knows one’s
unarmed combat drill. We hope that “C” Company will
'■ be able to spare Mr. Andrews again some time to carry on
the good work. The social event of the month was a
visit to the Royal Tournament on Tuesday, 17th. Forty
of us went all told, this number including some cadets and
the Bandmaster. A very pleasant evening was rounded
off by cleaning out a fish and chips shop completely on
the way home.
We feel we should take ^this opportunity of welcoming
Mr. Woolaston, the Bandmaster, and the numerous bands
men who have joined us and who are to be found making
odd sounds in even odder corners on drill nights. A wel
come should also be extended to Ptes. Abbott, Mitchell
and Murphy who have come to us since camp. We were
also very pleased to see Pte. Grizzell again after many
months working in other parts of the country.
Last week-end six of us attended the Bn. Rifle
Meeting. All, except Mr. Clifford who was banished to
the butts, had a shoot and Sgt. Wake and L/Cpl. Atkinson
contributed to “B” Coy.’s success at the meeting. Pte.
Curtis had less luck on Saturday night this time. We all
congratulated the Q.M. on the food which was excellent.
Looking forward we are preparing for the Lundy
Island exercise, doubtless more fully reported elsewhere
next month, and also to our static display and demonstra
tion on August Bank Holiday at Erith. We have quite
an ambitious programme for that day and hope it comes
off well.
D COMPANY
Since we arrived back from camp, the Drill Hall has
become a hive of activity in all directions.
It May be remembered by some that in April, 1961,
v'c had a fire which destroyed part of the building. Now
at long last the builders have successfully removed part
of the roof and a wall, and we have great hopes that in
a few months we shall yet again have a complete Drill Hall.
Major Innes has unfortunately had to leave us, owing
to pressure of work, and in his place we welcome Major
Ogilvie. A welcome is also extended to Lt. Gregory, who
has moved over from “B” Company.
On the training side an N.C.O.’s Cadre has been
started under the direction of Mr. Finnis and Cpl. P.
Tennant and a Rifleman’s Course under Mr. Poole and
Cpl. D. Tennant. These are both scheduled to continue
until Christmas by which time we should, in theory, have
a very well-trained Company.
Week-end 16th/17th
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saw most of the Company on the range at Lydd. The
weather was perfect but unfortunately the shooting left
a lot to be desired and much practice has to be put in
before the final classification. Physical training on a
Thursday night is proving very popular and even Sgt.
Everett looks a lot fitter.
We welcome to the Company Ptes. White, Stanley,
Port and J. Gannon and hope that their stay with us will
be a pleasant one.
Finally it is with great regret, that we have to say
goodbye (only temporarily we hope) to Capt. Morley-Jacob,
who is getting married and going to live at Chelmsford.
We should all like to take this opportunity of thanking
him for everything that he has done in the Drill Hall and
outside over the past few years, and both to you and
your future wife, we wish every happiness and good
fortune, and look forward to seeing you both in the near
future at one of our functions.
Pendcoy.
H.Q. COMPANY
This has been a very full month indeed and all the
“ hard core ” are feeling not a little jaded and, of course,
a few wives are itching to get into the solicitors’ offices
to see what their chances of divorce are. But it has been
a most interesting month’s training out of the usual rut.
All the Bri. events will be reported elsewhere so we
will merely say that H.Q. Company was well represented
at the Reunion and at the Bn. Rifle Meeting. •At the
latter event we lost our record of producing the best rifle
team, although we won the L.M.G. competition arid re
tained the S.M-C. cup. Major Large, in particular, fared
very badly and qualified for the wooden spoon instead of
shooting in his normal championship form. He still
wonders whether he was, in fact, sabotaged as Major
Pennells had threatened the previous evening, especially as
Major Pennells won the Officers Cup! Still, our con
gratulations to the gallant “C” Company Commander,
and also to Cpl. Meacham of our Company being the best
S.M.C. shot and for forming with Sgt. Sales, the winning
L.M.G. pair.
Apart from practising for the rifle meeting our train
ing has been mainly on the water, and special mention
must be made of the efforts of C.S.M. Colyer in instructing
us, in the gentle arts of watermanship. It was a pleasure
to stand on “ terra, firma” and see the skillful way in
which assault boats arid rubber recce boats were paddled
around: in the sea during practice and in the dead of night
when‘‘we attacked the R.A.F. base at Newhaven in our
exercise “ White Sea Horses ”. A full report of this,
exercise follows later.
Now we are setting out for Lundy to aid the Ruler,
who has once again had to ask for aid under his treaty
with Kent. This exercise will be fully reported in next
month’s issue, so don’t forget to order your copy now.
ASSAULT PIONEER PLATOON
Through the kind offices of our Hon. Colonel, Sir
Harry D’Avigdor-Goldsmid, we have been using the lake
at Summerhill Park on most drill nights this month for
boating practice with the assault and recce boats. A dis
tinctly nautical flavour has crept into the Platoon’s con-
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versation and port and starboard, breast lines and thwarts
have become standard terms. It was rumoured ,on one
occasion that a whale has been sighted in the lake and
paddles were made ready to “fend off” but it was only the
Platoon Commander trying to stick a “device” on the
underside of the boat.
A combined demolition and boating exercise was held .
on the week-end of June 16th/17th. Lt. P. L. Cyster
kindly arranged accommodation and suitable targets on
his farm at Northiam for the Saturday, the evening being
rounded off with a camp fire, sing-song and barbecued
bangers. On the Sunday morning we drove on to New
haven Harbour to RV with our boats and some of
the Signal and Intelligence Platoons. The whole day was
spent in boating mairily on a rising tide under the expert
guidance of Cpl. Howell. Although there were a few non
swimmers in the boats the confidence of, all in the issue
life jackets was assured when C.S.M. Colyer insisted that
all should “go over the side” with them oil. C.S.M- Passey
was so overcome at the sight of all that water that he
went in first with all his clothes on.
We have now put this valuable training into practice
with our “ raid” on Newhaven Harbour on the night of
July 7th/8th. More of that elsewhere.
Our training must return to more infantry matters
this coming month with the main emphasis on shooting
ready for classification.
Boom Boom.
EXERCISE “WHITE SEA HORSES”
During the night of Saturday, 7th July, armed men
of the rival kingdom of West Kent and East Sussex joined
battle in Newhaven Harbour, by courtesy of British Rail
ways. The occasion was a night boating exercise by Terri
torial soldiers of H.Q. Company of the 4/5 Bn. The
Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regt., from Southborough,
Tonbridge and Tunbridge Wells, with eight senipr mem
bers of Judd School Cadet Force, representing the forces
of West Kent, against No. 1107 Marine Craft Unit, Royal
Air Force, aided and abetted by “A” Company of the
Queen’s Own from Maidstone, who formed the East
Sussex Forces.
The story was that East Sussex Forces had been using
fast R.A.F. launches from Newhaven to ferry raiding
parties round to places on the Kent coast and so the
Queen’s Own had decided to wreck the R.A.F. launches
and destroy their base.
At midnight on Saturday two small assault boats
each towing a rubber dinghy, crept through the harbour
entrance and tied up alongside the West Pier. Lt. Lewis
Tizard then led the main body of the assault troops up
the steps and along the promenade to deal with the beach
defences while the two rubber dinghies started to snekk
up towards the R.A.F. launches. A furious battle ensued
on the beach, much to the surprise of quite a number of
fishermen, campers and occupants of private cars parked
around, but quite quickly the defenders were over-run
and Lt. Tizard directed two parties of men towards the
vital points in the R.A.F. camp; L/Cpl. Parkinson with
Ptes. White and Rixon to put demolition charges on the
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12,000-gallon petrol storage tanks and the radio room, and
Cpl. Starkey with Ptes. Relf and Collins to capture the
East Sussex Commander (Lt.-Col. Coath) who, ac
cording to reports from spies, was expected to be
in the base.
Unfortunately the defenders, under
Lts. Smith and Sutton, were very wide awake and the
demolition party just could not get over the wire and into
the camp, and they were eventually driven off without being
able to lay the charges. Cpl. Starkey’s party did, after
several attempts, manage to get two men over the wire,
but these were severely handled by C.S.M. Hughes and
Sgt. Wilson and forced to surrender, leaving Pte. Collins
to crawl away into the darkness to report back to his
Commander. Meanwhile the first rubber dinghy, paddled
by Pte. Mil'burn, had managed to slip into the shadows
near the R.A.F. pier and Cpl. Howell and Pte. Shapland
dropped into the water to swim the last twenty yards or so.
The R.A.F. men on watch with L/Cpl. Small spotted
some movement and their searchlight suddenly stabbed
through the darkness, revealing Pte. Shapland, who
just could not escape, try as he might. However,
the watchers were so intent on keeping the light
on Shapland that they failed to notice Cpl. Howell, who got
round to the stern of the launch and climbed aboard and
dealt very quickly and quietly with the three men with
his knife. Shapland then joined him and they quickly
laid demolition charges in the radio and engine rooms
and got into their dinghy and slipped back downstream
to the assault boats. The other dinghy with C.S.M. Shap
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land and Pte. Austin aboard had paddled from shadow
to shadow up the opposite bank of the river and remained
in hiding for over an hour before the two men slipped
into the water and swam across to the R.A.F. pier. This
attack was not detected at all and the second launch was
successfully dealt with, and the two men got quietly back
to their dinghy and away. It was now about half-past two
in the morning and as Lt. Tizard had been told to be in
his boats and clear of the harbour before half-past-three he
decided to make a sudden dash at the camp to try to cap
ture the enemy commander. Sgt. Heskett, with some of
the Judd School cadets, rushed at the main gate. The
defenders were taken completely by surprise and severe
hand-to-hand fighting took place right into the Officers’
Mess, where L/Cpls. Perry and Kelly gallantly “ died ”
defending Col. Coath. Flt.-Lt. Moulds, R.A.F., was “shot”
out of hand but Col. Coath went quietly and was whisked
out of camp, up the road and into the boat before the
defenders could recover themselves to give chase, and by
the time Lt. Sutton had his men up on the West Pier the
two assault boats were speeding out to sea as fast as their
outboard motors could drive them.
Afterwards, Maj. Large, who planned the exercise
with Flt.-Lt. Moulds, said that from the umpire’s reports
he judged that the result was 50-50, which everybody
agreed was quite a fair one, and he added that a number of
valuable lessons had been learned, not the least being that
there is a wonderful friendly spirit of co-operation between
the Army and the Royal Air Force.
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THE REGIMENTAL
THE QUEEN'S OWN

BUFFS,

ASSOCIATION
THE

ROYAL KENT REGIMENT

Patrons
His Majesty King Fredrik IX, K.G., King of Denmark
Her Royal Highness Princess Marina, Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
President: Maj.-Gen. D. E. B. Talbot, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C.
. Vice President: Maj.-Gen. R. W. Craddock. C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O.
Chairman: Lt.-Col. H. N. Edwards, M.B.E., D.L.
Vice-Chairman: Lt.-Col. E. V. Argles
Secretary: Col. H. R. Grace, O.B.E.
Headquarters: Old Infantry Barraoks, .Canterbury, Kent.
BRANCHES
Secretary
Meeting Dates and Places.
Branch
Chairman
Ashford ....................... Mr. A. Mills ............. Mr. A. C. Mills, 20 Waterman House, Godfrey First Saturday in each month, Drill Hall, Newtown
Walk, Ashford: Kent.
Road, 7 p.m.
•*.
Brighton ........................ Maj. R. J. Robertson Mr. W. Kinsey, 44 Rotherileld Crescent, Brighton. Second Saturday in each month, R.E. Record
Social . Club, The College, Ditching Road,
Brighton, 7.30 p.m.
Bromley ..........
. Mr. R. F. Wilks . . . . Mr. H. Woolnough, 5 Holligrave Road, Bromley. Last Saturday in each month, 8 p.m.. United Ser
vice Club, Bromley.
Canterbury ........
Mr. E.. G arrett . . . . . . Maj. G. A. Ricketts, Alford, Pilgrim’s Way, Can Fourth Friday in each month, Leros T.A. Centre,
terbury.
Sturry Road, 8 p.m.
Catford & District .. Mr. R. J. Pinder . . . . Mr. 8. R. Young, 23 Ashburnham Place, London, Second Friday in each month, The Prince of
S.E.10.
. :
Wales, Perry Rise, Forest Hill, S.E.23.
Chatham .................... Mr. 8. L. Thompson Mr. H. D. Wilkins, M.B.E., Hare and Hounds, First Monday In each month, 7.30 p.m., a t The
340 High Street, Rochester.
Hare and Hounds, 340 High Street, Rochester.
(Phone Chatham 4-3878).
Denmark. ................... Maj. W. M. . Iverseii, Mr. Ove Maltesen, Rldegade 6, , Copenhagen 0. First Tuesday in months October-May, Restaurant
K.D., M.V.O.
Josty, Pille Alle 14a, Copenhagen.
South-East Dorset .. Maj. H. B. Shortei Mr. G. Saunders, 40 Links Road, Westham, Wey Last Thursday in March, June, September, Decem
mouth.
ber, Wyke Hotel, Wyke Regis, Weymouth, 8 p.m.
First Thursday in each month, Drill Hall, Liverpool
Dover . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mr. G. Bowcock . . . . Mr. R. G. Smith, 27 Mayfield Avenue, Dover.
Street,. 7.43 p.m.
■l
f
Mr. F. H. Button, 4 Hobart Crescent, Buckland
Second Friday in each month, Drill Hall, Shellon
Folkestone, Hythe and Brig. R. F. Parry,
District
M.C.: Estate, Dover.
Street, Folkestone, a t 7.45 p.m.
Col. R. O. Pulverman.
O.B.E.
Gravesend ................ Mr. A. Hadden ......... Mr. W. T. Nichols, S The Bungalows, Cross Lane Last Friday in each month, 8 p.m.: Terminus
West, Gravesend, Kent. '
' Hotel, Stuart Road, Gravesend.
Second Monday in each month, British Legion
Herne Bay ................ Mr.. Pellett . ............... Mr. A. Trioe, 23 Queen’s Gardens, Herne /Bay.
Club, May Lodge, 8 p.m.
London (The-Buffa) .. Mr. L. King . . . . . . . . Mr. R. G. Ashby, 38 Loncin Mead Avenue, New Third Saturday In each month, The Phoenix, 14,
Haw, Weybridge, Surrey.
Palace Street, London, S.W.1, a t 7.30 p.m.
London (Queen’s Own) Mr. L. Remfry ......... Maj. O. W. Bruce, “ Invicta”, Albany Road, Ray Last Friday in each month. The Cranbourn, 1
leigh, Essex.
Upper Street, St. Martin’s Lane, Leicester
Square, W.C.2.
Third Saturday in each month, British. Legion
Medway ......... ......... Mr. F. J. Cox ......... Mr. H. A. J. Brand, 83 Deice Road, Rochester.
Club. Southill Barracks, Chatham, 7.30 p.m.
Third Thursday in each month. Drill Hall, Victoria
Margate ....................... Maj. W. T. Jarm an .. Mr. H. Ingram, 7 Hastings Avenue, Margate.
Road, 8 p.m.
Third Friday in Jan., Mar., June, Sept., a t T.A.
Maidstone
......... .
Mr. H. W. Maxlow .. Mr. J. A. Watson, 114 Plains Ave., Maidstone.
Centre, Union Street, Maidstone.
Third Friday in each month a t Drill Hall,
Ramsgate
............. Mr. J. R. Hogben . . . . Mr. H. E. Joy, 8 Bellvue Ave., Ramsgate.
Ramsgate, 8 p.m.
First Tuesday in each month. Drill Hall, 8 p.m.
Sandwich ..............
Mr. A. Ledner ......... Mr. H. Taylor, 19 Paradise Row? Sandwich.
Sevenoaks .................... Mr. T. S. Bowyer ....... Mr. G. Chipperfleld, c/o T.A. Centre, Argyle Road, Last Thursday in each month, 8 p.m., Drill. Hall,
Sevenoaks.
Argyle Road, Sevenoaks.
?
Slttingbourne ___ . . . . Col. D. J. Dean, V.C., Mr. F. Jackson, 129 Shortlands Rd., Slttingbourne. First Friday in each month, Drill Hall, Crown
Quay Lane, 7.30 p.m.
O.B.E., T.D., D.L., J.P.
Third Wednesday of each month, T.A. Centre.
Tonbridge &
Maj. N. 8. C. Elmslie Mr. F. Jezzard, 2 Milton Gardens, Tonbridge.
Avebury Avenue, Tonbridge.
Tunbridge Wells
Hawkhurst Sub-Area. Third Thursday in each
Weald ......................... . Lt.-Col. J. E. Clarke, Mr. D. H. Day, 3 Pittlesden, Tenter den.
M.B.E.
month, British Legion House, Hawkhurst, 7.45
p.m.
THE FOLLOWING ABE AFFILIATED TO THE ASSOCIATION
Buffs
6th (S) Battalion
To be notified.
Mr. R. W. Billings, 14 Hornfalr Road, Charlton, Annual Dinner in October as notified in Invicta.
Queen’s Own
S.E.7.
v
6th Battalion . ......... Lt.-Col. G, K.
Mr. c. Sayers, 59 Grasmere Gardens, Orpington, Reunion Dinner 1st Saturday in October.
■ Defrates, D.S.O.. M.C..
Kent.
7th Battalion ............. Maj. E. Goodman ...» Mr. T. Shepherd, 492 Downham Way, Bromley, Reunions annually in March or April, as notified
Kent.
in Press and “Invicta” .
8th Battalion ______
•
10th Battalion ..............
'
Annual Dinner as notified in "Invicta”.
11th Battalion ......... Maj. B. Bergl ............. Mr. L. W. Dawson, 19 Chestnut Drive, Herne Bay. Annual Dinner as notified in “ Invicta”.
20th (London)
'

.........

Col. D. J. M cL elland Mr. F. Sales, 16 Kidbrook Grove, Blackheath, S.E.3. Meeting second T h u rsd a y in each month, Napier
T.D
House, Grove Park, S.E.12.
.
LADIES’ GUILDS
Branch
Chairman
/
Secretary
Meeting Dates and Places.
,
Canterbury ................ Mrs. E. V. Argles . . . . Mrs. Halladay, 5 Surrey Road, Canterbury.
First Thursday in each month, Leros T.A. Centre,
Sturry Road, 3 p.m.
Dover ...................
Mrs. J. Crookenden.
Mrs. D. A. Johncock; 166, Heathfleld Avenue, First Thursday In each month, Drill Hall, LiverJ,P.
Dover.
pool Street, Dover, a t 3 p.m.
Folkestone ............
Mrs. Coote ....................Mrs. Kay Mantell, 5 Page Place, Folkestone.
Every other Wednesday, Drill Hall, Shellons
S treet,, Folkestone, 3.30 p.m.
London ................
Mrs. M. E. Odell . . . . Mrs. M. J. Dalglelsh, Woodville, Hlghwood Hill, First Saturday In each month. The Phoenix,
London, N.W.7.
Palace Street, Westminster, S.W.1, 6.30 p.m.
Medway ....................... Mrs. King Holt . . . . . . Mrs. W. T. Brcoker, 67, Malvern Road, Gillingham, Fourth Tuesday In each month,. Foresters’ Hall,
Kent.
King Street, Gillingham. 2.30 p.m.
Bamsgate .................... Mrs. J. R. Hogben .. Mrs. Hann, 7 Marlborough Road, Ramsgate.
First Friday in each month, Drill Hall, Wilsons
Road, 7.30 p:m.
Sittinrbourno ............. Mrs. M. E. Dean . . . . Mrs. I. Naims. 1& West Lane, Slttingbourne.
Third Wednesday in each month. Drill Hall.
Crown Quay Lane, Slttingbourne, 6 /*
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The Annual General (Meeting will be /held at Regi
mental Headquarters on (Saturday, 20th 'October, '1962,
beginning at ,3.0 [p.m. One {representative 'per 'Battalion/
Branch jis /requested to attend. The (Agenda has been sent
to Battalions/Branches. Lt.-Col. (H. <N. Edwards, M .B.E.,
D.L., (will /be in, [the (Chair.

NEW1S FROM THE BRANCHES
TONBRIDGE fir TUNBRIDGE WELLS
HE committee re-assembled at the Drill Hall on Wed
T
nesday the 20th following a break during the training
of the 4 /5th Bn. Major Elmslie presided over the meeting
and we were also fortunate in having with us our Presi
dent, Lt.-Col. G. E. L. Pardington, M.B.E., T.D.
Our Secretary explained to the meeting that he had
recently seen Maj.-Gen. Sir W, P. Oliver, K.C.B., O.B.E.,
D.L., K.C.M.G. while he was in hospital at Pembury.
General Oliver became indisposed during a visit to this
country! We understand that he is making every effort to
see some of his old friends both at Folkestone and also at
Maidstone before returning to Australia. Major Elmslie,
in reply to a letter of congratulations on his recent award
of the K.C.M.G., said that General Oliver would like to
thank all members for their good wishes and congratula
tions. He. was glad to hear that the branch was still in f
good shape.
Another interesting item of news for the meeting was
of a visit to Tonbridge of Major-General D. E. B. Tailbot,
C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C. He inspected the combined
corps of Cadets from Tonbridge School. This turned out
to be a good show with about 460 boys on parade.
General Talbot, a member of our branch, sent best wishes
to all and hoped to meet many of his old friends both at
Folkestone and later at Maidstone.
’ All members extend to Fred Tester, serving on the
branch committee, sincere sympathy on the passing of his
wife. Mrs. Tester died quite suddenly after a visit to the
doctor.
Another piece of bad news is the passing of Dick
Yeoman. Dick was Sergeant-Drummer in the 4th Battalion
in India. He died in Wimbledon Hospital on 31st May and
was cremated on 5th June at Lambeth Crematorium.
Wie would like to extend to Mrs. Yeoman our sincere con
dolences. He was a good soldier and a great friend to
many. He will long be remembered.
Missing from our ranks was Jack Breadon, M.B.E.
This time he is not Bull-Fighting, but pleasure boating on
the Norfolk Broads. We hope he has a good time and look
forward to having him with us at our next meeting on 18th
July.
We are all looking forward to our visit to the Royal
Tournament on 28th July. Don’t be late.

Our meeting, last night the 18th, was well attended.
The Chairman, Major N. S. C. Elmslie presided. He gave
the meeting a full account of the ceremonial parade, by
the 1st Bn., when they received new Colours at Folkestone.
He further reported on Remembrance Day at Maidstone.
Mr. Jezard was congratulated on coming second in the
Standard competition, having lost first place by only i a
point.
Arrangements were made to have the Branch Standard
on parade at Canterbury on 12th August. It is hoped that
as many members as possible will be present.
It was decided to send a letter of congratulations to
Mr. A. Minton on his retirement, after having served over
50 years in the printing industry. Albert is a life member
of our Branch and throughout the years has done much
to help in many ways.
T.L.S.

BRIGHTON
Our notes have been rather neglected in recent months
but we hope to do better in the future.
We held our A.G.M. in June when Major iR . J.
Robertson was elected to the Chair. Our retiring Chair
man was in Jersey enjoying a holiday at the time,, but
our whole-hearted thanks go to him for his untiring
work on our behalf since he was elected Chairman some
seven years ago. Bill Kinsey, our re-elected Secretary, will
we are sure continue to answer all your queries in his usual
capable manner for yet another year. Due to a “technical
hitch” concerning re-registration our club bar wa s . able
only to offer soft drinks and has, since been closed pending
permission'being granted to carry on in the normal manner.
In consequence our July meeting had to be abandoned
on the doorstep, but those who turned up all spent an
enjoyable evening at the Ship Hotel in Hove, where “mine
host” is an old Buff.
Our thanks go to those responsible for the organisa
tion of such an enjoyable^ day at Folkestone for the Pre
sentation of Colours when those attending were privileged
to witness such a fine spectacle of drill.
Mary Carr and Major and Mrs. Robertson attended
the Tower of London Service on 22nd July, when the late
Jessie Carr’s name was entered in the Book of Life during
a most moving service. We thank London Branch for the
opportunity to attend.
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As it still appears most unlikely that a meeting could
be held at our usual place before the latter end of August
our August meeting is to be cancelled, but we will be
pleased to welcome any visitor to Brighton to our Septem
ber meeting.
We were sorry Capt. Dunmo from London had to
choose a “dry night” for his visit in June, but we hope this
will not deter him when he is again in Brighton on a meet
ing night.

'FOLKESTONE, HYTHE G* (DISTRICT
This was our first meeting held at the 4th Bn. The
Buffs Drill Hall, the chair being taken by our Vice-Presi
dent Lt.-Col. Lovell in the absence of both our Chairmen.
Two minutes’ silence was observed by all in remembrance
of Mr. W. Crooks and Mr. C. Crooks, who were called
to rest during the past- two weeks. Letters of condolence
were sent to their families.
A vote of thanks was given to Mr. Elvey for his
excellent work as Treasurer in the past. Mr. Elvey then
thanked everyone for the support he had been given whilst
holding the office.
It was proposed that a letter of thanks be sent to
the Landlord of the Fleur De Lis for his hospitality to
us during our stay with him.
Mr. Wickens' asked for the support of the branch
at the next dart match which was to be played at Canter
bury against Ramsgate.
The match resulted in a win for Ramsgate after a very
good game indeed, and no doubt that the best team won.
We must also thank the Canterbury Branch for a really
wonderful evening. It was agreed by all that we really must
have more of this type of “Get-together” to enable branches
to know one another better.
Personality N o. 4

Mr. A. H. Orchard, No. 2454
Enlisted September -14th, 1914, and overseas to India
1/4 Bn. The Buffs until moving to Aden in 1915, and then
back to India again in 1916, where he remained until dis
charge in 1919. Most of his service was spent in the MG
Section.
;■ L
He was recalled again in July, 1939, and served with
6th Bn. The Buffs with the rank of Corporal; later being
posted to 70th Bn. as a C.Q.M.S., where he remained until
1942, when he took over the job of P.S.I. to the Home
Guard, until his final discharge at Guildford at the end
•of the war.
Personality No. 5
No. 6278372 Pte. W .,Wanstall
Born 6th June, 1892. Joined The Buffs 29th Septem
ber, 1913, to France September, 1914, for six weeks and
home again until May, 1915, where he stayed until October,
1915, and to the Middle East Force until February, 1919.
In April, 1922, he moved to Constantinople where he
stayed until returning to Gibralter with the Bn. in Septem
ber, 1923. In November, 1924 he did a spell in Egypt until
March, 1925, when he returned to Gibraltar, remaining
there until moving with the Bn. to Bareilly, India, in
February, 1927, until he returned to Blighty in January,
1930, where he. remained until his-discharge, on Septem
ber 29th, 1934. He was back in uniform again in May,
1940, with the 6th Bn. The Buffs until his discharge can
23rd September, 1943.

LONDON (Queen's Own)
Our A.G.M. was held on 29th June, and was attended
by fifty members. It was nice to have with us again MajorGeneral A. Riddell, our President, who has been abroad
so many times recently that he is contemplating putting in
for Income Tax Relief, living in foreign countries!
There were three visitors, Lt.-Col. A. A. Eason, whom
we had specially invited to be among us to receive a small
token of branch appreciation for long tenure as Regimental
Secretary of The Queen’s Own Past and Present Associa
tion, and especially for the great assistance he was able
to give our branch.
Messrs. Maskell and' Neve from the Catford branch
were made very welcome, the former is, of coursej an old
branch member, going back to the old days of “The Spread,
eagle” in Pimlico.
The meeting opened quite early in view of the lengthy
agenda, and the Chairman opening the meeting stated he
would depart from usual procedure, and called a Roll of
our members who had passed away since the branch had
been located at the “Cranbourne”. Twenty-four members
had passed over in the past eleven years, and we stood ,in
silence in memory of those old comrades.
The minutes of the last A.G.M. were then read by the
Secretary and were debated, passed and read. The accounts
too, which in the past year showed we were only five
pounds sterling down on the previous year, despite two
grants for services rendered, and a very much bigger mail
bill.
Our expenditure on Welfare, in addition, showed that
we had been very well served by our members in, their
benevolence, and by the Committee in its disposal of the
cash at its command. A vote of thanks was accorded the
Committee for its healthy work during the past twelve
months. The branch still have over the £100 we set out to
hold steady, and the accounts were then put up and passed.
There was little; correspondence, but in their absence
we were able to put up two new members, Messrs. Tetley
and Humphrey, both well known in the 1st Bn. between the
wars. Ginger Tetley was at the Presentation of Colours at
Folkestone and met Len Remfry. He hopes to be able to
come to one of our meetings soon despite the fact he<lives
in Warwickshire. Pop Humphrey, of course, is very well
known to members_of both Bns., especially the 1st, when
he was Provost Sgt.!!
Our Chairman, Len Remfry, then gave us the “gen”
on the Presentation and we heard nothing but praise for
the arrangements, the discipline and the drill of the troops
on parade. We extend a hearty vote of thanks from the
branch to R.H.Q. for all their trouble, and for making it
the success it so surely was.
The presentation to Lt.-Col. A. A. Eason was made •
and our President made a short speech to which Col. Eason
replied, saying how much he had enjoyed his job, thanked
all branches for the help given him, and the London Branch
for this token of its appreciation.
The Chair was then vacated, and there was nobody to
oppose Len Remfry, whom we are proud to say, has; .since
19,51, been our Chairman nine times, this being t|ie tenth
time he has been requested to take the Chair, and I cannot
find adequate words to describe the esteem which he is held
by our officers and troops alike. An ex-R.S.M., Len knows
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exactly what the branch wants, and is never loath to
express his opinion, whether it is for or against anything,
to assist members. Nothing is too much for Len.
All the Committee were voted in office again, so
London goes on with the old firm for yet another year,
and if its as successful as the past year we shall continue
to thrive.
We were a bit thin on the ground at our Re-union
at Maidstone, but I must say the London Branch turned
out a very high percentage, despite it being so close to our
meeting the previous Friday. Next year, should there be a
next year, at Maidstone, we must do more to advertise this
Queen’s Own event and keep alive the name of the old 50th.
Our meeting of 27th July was attended by 25 members
and we now look forward to the second half of the year
with optimism.
More next month.
LONDON BEE.

LONDON

(BUFFS)

The June monthly meeting was held at The Phoenix,
Palace Street on Saturday, 16th
Mr. L. King was back in the chair after a three months’
absence on duty and we were all very pleased to see him.
His first duty was to ask members present to stand
for a minutes’ silence in memory of H. Havell, aged 83,
who had recently passed away. We have not got much
detail of him but we do know he was an enlisting chum
of Billy Everett. We express our condolences to his family
in their bereavement, '
The usual branch business of minutes and correspond
ence was dealt with and then final arrangements were
given for those members attending the Presentation of New
Colours to the 1st Bn. A party of 26 journeyed from
Charing Cross and we have some excellent reports of the
parade and the arrangements made for the Branches.
We hear that Arthur Orchard has now retired and has
gone to join the Folkestone Branch. We are sorry to lose
Arthur as a member and can assure his new Branch that
he will be a great asset to them. He was Treasurer of the
Folkestone Branch many years ago—30 in fact, and apart
from his duties as Treasurer he did a lot to help entertain
the 2nd Bn. during 1930-1934 when they were stationed in
Shorncliffe.
We are now looking forward to a good parade AND a
fine day on July 22nd when we have our annual branch
remembrance service at the Tower of London.
Final arrangements are now in hand for Remem
brance Day at Canterbury on 12th August when we hope
for a good muster.
Ex Drummers of the 2nd Bn. will be glad to hear
that Dick Whittington has now recovered from a bad
attack of pneumonia and is well on the mend. We hope to
pay him a visit soon.
Jim Davis and his wife turned up at the last meeting
and we hope to see more of them in future.
Haven’t seen Jack Hammond and his wife for a long
time and we hope for a visit from them very soon.
Little else of interest has happened in London Branch
which just means that these notes apart from being short
must now be brought to a close in order to be post
marked the 7th.
The July meeting was held at The Phoenix; Palace

Street, S.W.l on Saturday, 21st. Mr. Albert Sharpe.took
the chair in the absence of Mr. L. King.
The main business was the final arrangements for the
Tower Service, next day, and Canterbury.
On Sunday, 22nd July, the Branch paraded at H.M.
Tower of London for our Annual Remembrance Service
in the Chapel Royal of St. Peter ad Vincula. The very
beautiful service was conducted by Major Rev. McMichael,
S.C.F., and at the conclusion of the Act of Remembrance
the. names of those departed (three) during the past year
were added to our Book of Life by our President, Brigadier
E. F. Foster Hall, M.C.
After the Service the branch was drawn up on parade
for inspection by Major General R. W. Craddock, C.B.,
C.'B.E., D.S.O.
"
After the inspection he had some very kind worlds to
say about the bearing of the parade and he did notice in
particular that the parade was stronger than it had been
last year and in previous years.
I did not get the actual numbers but estimate there
were well over 40 Branch members, supported by the
Ladies’ Guild and the Major Robertson detachment from
Brighton whom we were all pleased to see. Col. and Mrs.
Argles were present and we hope that they have a perma
nent note of the 3rd Sunday in July for future years.
What a pleasure to have our Associate Colonel to
inspect the parade for the second year running, and we
hope that any future employment will not take him out
of U.K. so that he can take future parades.
We hope for a turn out of up to 50 for Canterbury
and we look forward to a very pleasant day and to meeting
some old friends again.
;
And so for the present, best wishes to all.
DAN.

ELEVENTH BATTALION THE QUEEN’S OW N
We were very pleased to have news from Babe
Henderson’s widow and to know that the illness which
caused his death was, mercifully, of short duration; and
that he remained throughout his life the vital person we
knew. He kept up his association with soldiering, too,
being on the Staff of the Second Division during the
War (hence his O.B.E.) and at his funeral six H.A.C. men
acted as pall-bearers and his medals and decorations
were borne behind the coffin.
It is nice to know that The Babe attended the lun
cheon to another old Eleventh personality living in South
Africa, namely, Colonel Stallard, who was 90 last year
and the occasion was celebrated at the Rand Club,
Johannesburg. Mrs. Henderson has given us still later
news of The Fighting Colonel by sending a newspaper
cutting with photographs of interviews with the Press on
his 91st birthday in June. From it, it is clear that he still
retains his incisive mind and speech, as well as his rapier
wit, as becomes the lawyer and politician. His views, too,
are as strong and unorthodox as ever.
We are all sorry to know that "Jimmy”, our ^worthy
President, is still far from recovered from his illness; in
fact, after three months, he is still in the Nursing HomfC
and we are sure that all our members and the many, others
in the Regiment who know him will join jin S id in g him
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their best wishes for a sure and speedy recovery. In the
circumstances, it is very doubtful whether he will be able
to be with us at the Dinner, although we all hope he will
—it won’t seem the same without him.
Stan Knight, too, who did these notes for us for quite
a time, is in hospital, where Bill Toomer has, of course,
visited him. We all hope that Stan will soon be out, and
in circulation again.
Thank you, Bill, for planting our plot at the Catford
Garden of Remembrance, once again.
These notes could obviously not exclude some men
tion of the Presentation of New Colours at Folkestone in
June. We were well represented, both in the “near pre
sence’—Dean and Jenkins and in the crowd—about 25 of
us, including children and grandchildren. It was an inspir
ing, colourful, albeit in a way a sad, occasion and we
take off our hats to those who had the organising of it
and, incidentally, to the Kent County Constabulary. Their''
problems must have been colossal.
It is sad to relate, however, that our numbers at the
Maidstone Re-union were not so good; just a small bunch
of the real stalwarts. But then, of course, the occasion
doesn’t seem to have the same pull, now that the Old
Regiment no longer has its home at the Barracks.
THE DINNER. The date is Saturday, September
29th, and the place The Chicken Inn, Victoria- Station. So
there is no excuse for over-looking the function. On mak
ing the preliminary arrangements, our worthy Secretary
got a nasty jar. The price of the meal has gone up by
3/6d. This necessitated a hurriedly convened Committee
Meeting (at which there was virtually a full attendance)
and, as we have a small balance in hand on the Dinner
Fund, it was decided to pass on to our members only
sixpence of the increase. In my role as “cash-bags”, I can
foresee red figures when we come to balance up after
wards, unless some of our friends are more handsomely
generous than usual. It is, therefore, more necessary than
usual that there should be a reially good attendance. We
are hoping that Jim Corfe will be over from Norway for
it, but it depends on his business commitments at the
time.
We regret to have to report that Arthur Buddell
recently lost his wife and we extend to him and to his
daughter, Mary (who has charmed us with her voice at
several Dinners), our profound sympathy.
Since these notes were written, we have recieved the
sad news that “Jimmy” passed away suddenly on the 2nd
August.
This is a great blow to us all, for ever since he came
to the Battalion in 1915 he has endeared himself to every
body and has had at heart the welfare and well-being of
all who served with and under him. His generous nature
has been of great help to the Association, especially since
he became our President on the death of Colonel Corfe
in 1948, and many of us have been proud to. count him
among our friends. His has been no small contribution to
the history of the Battalion and of the Regiment. We
shall miss him sorely and our sympathy goes out to the
members of his family.
We shall hope to have an adequate and appropriate
Obituary in next month’s issue.
R.O.R.

CANTERBURY
At the request of the Editor, the Branch notes for
July were held over to allow full coverage of the Pre
sentation of Colours ceremony, therefore these notes cover
two meetings.
We were pleased to have the Chairman and ViceChairman of the Denmark Branch with us in June, also
Mr. Rumley of Brighton; they had come to witness the
Colour Presentation. They were heartily welcomed by
the Chairman who also greeted Bill Evans on his return
from hospital. Arthur Rye had had another operation
and it was nice to see him at the July meeting making
good progress.
Mr.' Davies who served with 1st Buffs at Aldershot
from 1910 until posted to the 2nd Bn. at Singapore from
Dublin in 1911 joined the branch in May. He and George
Mould, also “G” Coy, had much to talk about at their
first meeting, after a 50 years gap, in July.
Mr. Gawler has taken on the duties of sick visitor so
as to ensure members sick at home or in hospital are
not forgotten. We have learned that Mr. Clifford-French
a patient in Canterbury Hospital belongs to the Sittingbourne Branch and is being visited by Mr. Gawler.
Just before his death the late Billy Bigg gave a very
fine Roll of Honour board to the Branch. It has now
been agreed once again to impose on the good nature of
“Hoppo” to bring the board up to date. There are a
number of worthy Buffs to be entered besides Billy,
Major Percy Dare, and our three Chairmen, Bob Barham,
Major E. Chambers and George Page whose unexpected
deaths came as a blow to the Branch, being the best
known.
Lt.-Col. T. N. Penlington who has settled in Petham
contemplated joining the Branch and we were delighted
to meet him, accompanied by Mrs. Penlington, at our
July meeting night when we were also hosts to Ramsgate
and Folkestone Branches for their Semi-final Darts Match.
As usual R.S.M. McMillan performed wonders by pro
ducing another of those excellent buffet Suppers for the
Social Evening which followed the match. Congratulations
to Ramsgate on their win by two clear games and thanks
for their nice letter of appreciation after their previous
visit resulting in our exit from the Darts Tournament.
We were delighted to have R.S.M. White with us
in July but sorry to learn that Mrs. White had been
flown home from Kenya and is now in Millbank Hospital.
We all wish her a speedy recovery and look forward to
seeing her in the not too distant future when she and Mr.
White take up residence once again in Canterbury.
Since our last notes Mr. “Tidder” Long has passed
away and a wreath was sent from the Branch. He was
cremated at Barham Crematorium, the Canterbury Branch
Old Contemptibles Association, of which he was also a
member, attending the funeral. “Tidder” served as a
Signaller 1st Buffs in Aldershot, Dublin and Fermoy and
went to France in 1914 with the Battalion staying until
1918 when he was severely wounded resulting in his being
invalided from the service. A letter of thanks was
received from Mrs. Long and read at the July meeting.
Lt.-Col. Reid, Major Percy Ransley and Mr. Albury
all send apologies for non attendance in July.
SNAVE.
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Widely known

T H R O U G H O U T TH E SER V IC ES
Hawkes have supplied Service uniform and equipment for nearly two
hundred years. But they are equally well known as civilian tailors, modern
in their methods, while traditional in their spirit. Hawkes Department
for Immediate Wear is the natural resort of men who wish to maintain the
Savile Row standard without undue strain on their pocket.
• LOUNGE SUITS FROM £22.

• OVERCOATS FROM 19 GNS.

• SPORTS JACKETS FROM 11 GNS.

ALL UNIFORMS AND SERVICE EQUIPMENT SUPPLIED
For Bespoke Tailoring, patterns and prices will be gladly supplied on request

HAWKES of SAVILE ROW
Regimental Tailors to The Queen’s Own Buffs, The Royal Kent Regt.
Established
1771

1 SAVILE ROW, W.l

12a London Road, Camberley

(Telephone: REGent 0186)

(Telephone: Camberley 829)

DOVER
The monthly meeting of the Branch was held at the
Drill Hall, Liverpool Street, on Thursday, 2nd August.
Mr. Bowcock was in the chair, 13 members being present.
Arrangements for the Branch attendance at Canter
bury on Remembrance Sunday were confirmed, and we
expect to have a good turn out from Dover.
We were happy to welcome a visitor from Lincoln,
a member of the P. & P., in the person of Mr. Marshall,
who was a regular soldier with The Buffs, serving during
the 1914-18 war in the 2nd and 8th Battalions, and after
the war, overseas with the 2nd. His father, grandfather
and brothers, to the total of seven altogether, served in the
regiment—a jolly good family record. Doubtless, many
old members will remember some of them.
“ Molly ” was in good fettle, looking very fit, and
sends his regards to his old comrades who served with him,
and promised us another visit when he again visits his
nephew, Mr. Johncock, a well-known member of the
Dover Branch.
At our July meeting we had the pleasure of a visit
from Mr. Button, the Secretary of the Folkestone Branch.
We hope to see him here again.
We would like to take this opportunity of con
gratulating the 1st Battalion on their magnificent display
on the occasion of the Presentation of Colours at Folke
stone in June.
We also wish to express our great appreciation for
the kind hospitality extended to the Branch and to the
smooth working of the arrangements for our reception.
Thank you.
Stan.

#

CATFORD & DISTRICT

Alas! our dreams of an “ all-Catford ” darts final
have been rather violently shattered! At our meeting in
June, we learned, to our surprise, that our opponents for
the next round had suddenly come to, and fixed up a
match for us. Admittedly it was about three weeks too
late, and only gave us about 24 hours to arrange for our
team to travel to Richmond on a Wednesday night, but
nevertheless there it was.
The meeting decided that although, in theory, we
already had a bye into the next round, we would not
press the point. In fact, our Secretary had already con
ceded the match and we agreed with his decision. We
have already ourselves won one “ bye,” and it is only fair
to give someone else a free ride. We wish our would-be
opponents all the best of luck in their progress through
the competition—and, whoever wins the Darts Cup, we
can say, with truth, that “ but for the Catford Branch,
things might have finished very differently! ”
This part of the business of our meeting came obvi
ously towards the end—other more important matters
occupying our time for the first part.
We received and seriously discussed a number of
varied invitations and coming events. Our invitation this
year to attend the Civic Parade of Penge Urban District
Council, unfortunately, had to be turned down as the date
clashed with the Maidstone Reunion on 1st July—an
event which none of us would wish to miss, but our
Standard will be on parade at Folkestone. Horace Maskell
will, as usual, do the honours, and we know that he will
uphold the honour of the Branch at this great function
better than any other of us.
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The passing of the accounts, left over from the
A.G.M., took but a short time. The auditor present
reported that he had found absolutely nothing wrong, and
that all was well in the financial department. Thanks, of
course, to Sammy Young, and his helpers—Jim and Sally.
Our Secretary reported on a visit he had made to the
London Branch of The Queen’s Own, where he was made
very welcome, and carried back to us an invitation to
join that Branch at their A.G.M. next month. A number
of members indicated that they would be there, and we
await with interest any results of that visit.
We were very sorry to learn that our very great
friend, Stan Knight, the prime mover in the commence
ment and carrying on of our Branch, is again in hospital
and is awaiting an operation. By the time this gets to
print, it should be over, and we all join in wishing him
the very best of luck and success. Let’s hope that this
time will see our Stan well and truly on the up and up,
and that he’ll again be joining us at our meetings.
And that, methinks, must be all. Our Chairman,
Dick Pinder, did his stuff in what is now established as
Dick’s method, Sammy noted the minutes, Sally and
Clara organised the raffle, Sammy won it, the lolly went
into the cash box, and we all adjourned to the bar, where
nattering was free and uninhibited!
“ Nightingale.”

SOUTH

EAST

DORSET

We held our Second Quarterly Meeting on Thursday,
June 28th, 1962, at Wyke Hotel.
For this Branch, we had a bumper attendance, no
less than nine members appearing. A big welcome back to
the fold was given to Major Bill Warren, who has given
up his nomadic career and now taken a job in Portland
under the Admiralty.
In attendance:
Captain H. C. Morley—Branch President
Major H. B. Shorter—Chairman
George Saunders—Secretary
Members:
Major C. W. Warren
Mr. McLaren
Mr. Riley
Mr. Jewell
Mr. Atkins
Mr. White
Major Shorter gave a resume of the Ceremony of
the Presentation of the Colours at Folkestone, which he
was privileged to attend.
After a brief period for “other business” we got down
to a chit-chat and a few jars.
It is expected there will be a lot of praise for the
Battalion’s performance at the Presentation of the Colours.
We wish to add ours. It was a superb Show. The Ad
ministrative arrangements also call for praise. A day to
be remembered.
Mr. C. W. Thomas is to be congratulated on the most
professional coloured photograph he took of the West
Country Buffs Lunch, and which he distributed free to
those who requested them, and thanked for the contri
butions that came thereby to Branch Funds, as each
recipient sent a donation to our coffers.. Well done!

RAMSGATEj
Once again my apologies for missing out last month’s
notes, and I can only plead “bad memory”. The main
item that I missed was, I believe, the darts match in
Round 3 versus Canterbury. We did not have much time
to arrange details, but after a quick meeting, hopped onto
a bus and away to beat Canterbury and so into the semi
final, when 1 hear our opponents are to be Folkestone and
Hythe Branch. This will be played also at Canterbury on
Friday, July 27th.
The most important event over the two months was
of course the Presentation of Colours to the 1st Bn. at
Folkestone on June 23rd by our Colonel-in-Chief, and
I’m sure there were but few who did not enjoy the day
with and on the Regiment. Congratulations and many
thanks to Colonel Waring and the whole Battalion on
the splendid parade, and the lavish arrangements after
wards.
Although we have come to expect the best from our
Regiment on such, occasions I am sure we must agree
that we were given just that, I know that I felt just good
and proud of my Regiment. This year, thanks to Colonel
Grace’s assistance, I was able to get inside the ground to
photograph the parade, and have about 40 coloured
slides, which I hope to show to the Branch in August.
At our June meeting the final obstacle was cleared
for our move to the Drill Hall (please note our change of
address) which we start with our July meeting. It was
in many ways sad to say goodbye to the “Freemasons”
but the Branch wanted it that way and most of us are
sorry to leave George, but will no doubt find our way in
to see him on other occasions.
We have an unexpected addition to our sick list this
month. One of our vice-presidents and our very staunch
supporter, Charlie Fakely, who drove himself so hard he
just had to pack up. We hope you are now well on the
way to recovery Charlie. Other sick are our usual ones,
Bert Knott and Jim Blake unable to attend, but Jim
Bugden and Mr. Pardew were well enough to do so.
Having played ourselves into the darts semi-final by
defeating Canterbury, we had to battle with Folkestone
and Hythe Branch and this also was played at Canter
bury on Friday, July 27th, where we again were victorious
by two straight legs, and thanks to the 2nd (?) team,
also won the gallon after a battle between Brigadier R.
F. Parry and Ben for the Bull. This evening was also a
birthday party for “Pop” of the Canterbury Branch, and
we were very pleased to be able to take part in the celebra
tions. Many thanks Canterbury Branch for another very
enjoyable evening, and now to put our darts team in
training for the final on August 12th.
We offer our sympathy to R.S.M. “Chalky” White
on the illness of Mrs. White, and hope and pray for her
recovery.
Our July meeting was the first at the Drill Hall,
Willsons Road, after our move from “The Freemasons
Tavern” (intending visitors please note change), and was
well attended, much to the surprise of most, and I hope
it is a good sign for the future.
More news next month when I hope T can tell you
how we won the darts final.
Ben.
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SANDWICH
The monthly general meeting was held at the Drill
Hall on Tuesday, June 5th, 1962, at 8 p.m. Vice-chairman
M. A. E. Beecham presided, and 14 members were present.
The meeting opened with the usual moment’s silence
and the Chairman asked that a special thought be given
for Mrs. West, wife of our member Wilfred West, who
had passed on quite recently.
The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
adopted. Apologies were received from our President,
Major F. W. Tomlinson, our Chairman, Mr. A. Ledner,
and Mr. P. Harlow. Correspondence included a letter
from Mr. W. West, who thanked the branch on behalf
of himself and family for the branch’s letter of sympathy.
In a letter from Major-General R, W. Craddock, C.B.,
C.B.E., D.S.O., notice was given of-the proposed memorial
to the memory of the last Colonel of The Buffs, MajorGeneral Val Boucher, also of other officers of The Buffs
whose names were not in the Book of Life and had no
specific Regimental memorial.
R.H.Q. circular letter gave details of the arrange
ments made for the August Re-union, 1962.
The Maidstone Branch sent tickets for their annual
Stewards Cup draw, and they would appreciate it if we
could sell these for them. Further letters from R.H.Q.
were read regarding details for the Colours Presentation.
Branches were requested to bring their Standards with
them. Details of the Maidstone Re-union were again read
and discussed, when it was agreed that the Branch would
attend and that a coach be booked to leave Sandwich
at 9 a.m.
Branch Representative, Mr. E. Hart, reported on
the meeting of the Sandwich Community Association,
who would appreciate the help again of the branch at
the Riverside Fete on August Bank Holiday Monday.
It was agreed to hold our Annual Outing on Sunday,
September 2nd, 1962. Time and place to be fixed at the
next meeting.
We should like to congratulate all concerned who
took part in the Colours Parade. It was a real good show
and we were proud of you.
The monthly general meeting was held at the Drill
Hall on Tuesday, July 3rd, 1962, at 8 p.m. Mr. A. Ledner
presided and 12 members were present. The meeting
opened with the usual moment’s silence. The Minutes of
the previous meeting were read and confirmed.
Apologies were received from our President, Major
F. W. Tomlinson, and Mr. E. Hart.
Correspondence read and discussed included a re
quest from Lieut.-Colonel E. V. Argles for gifts of bottles
for the S.S.A.F.A. Stall to be run by Mrs. Argles at the
Brigade “At Home” on July 21st.
It was requested that any gifts for the stall should
be given to the Hon. Secretary by July 18th, in order
to arrange their collection. In a letter from the Maidstone
Branch, an appeal was made for a donation towards their
draw for their Re-union. However, in a further letter
it was stated, with an apology, that this was . a mistake
and asked us to forget about it. The Hon. Secretary
reported having sold all the tickets for the Stewards Cup
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draw and had returned all the counterfoils to Maidstone.
Maidstone Re-union. Members present very much
enjoyed the outing and parade, but were rather disap
pointed with the afternoon programme which was rather
slow in progress. The Beating of Retreat was a very good
show and well worth waiting to see before our departure.
Annual Outing. It has now been decided to make a
cross-country trip to Hastings, with a three-hour stay for
lunch, etc., then continue our tour to Hildenborough for
tea, to be followed by a circular tour home.

NEWS FROM
THE LADIES7 GUILDS
MEDWAY
The July meeting was held on the 24th. We had our
usual Whist Drive, which was enjoyed by all present. A
number of our Ladies are on holiday, but we hope to have
a larger gathering next month. Details were discussed with
regard to the Annual Dinner. We hope all members of
other Guilds will enjoy a good holiday.

LONDON

(Buffs)

' A meeting was held at The Phoenix, Palace Street,
S.W.l, on July 7th, Mrs. Odell in the chair. The minutes
of the previous meeting were read and signed.
Regrets from Mrs. Ricketts and Mrs. Love. Corres
pondence from Mrs. Love.
We were delighted to have Mrs. Foster Hall, Mrs.
Odell, Mrs. Annan and Mrs. Cousens with us again; also
we were pleased to have Mr. Watts and Mr. Smith with
us during, the evening.
The election of officers and committee will take place
at the September meeting. Our sincere thanks to Mrs.
Keown for printing and providing the ballot papers. Our
very best wishes to Mrs. Ricketts, who is recovering from
an operation.
The Chairman announced that subscriptions were
now due. Raffles were given by Mesdames Foster Hall,
Keown, Taylor, Hawkins, Dixie, Odell, Kebbell, and
Waters.
Our next meeting will be held on September 1st.
Until then, our best-wishes to all members.
M.J.D.

RAMSGATE
In place of our monthly June meeting we had our
annual Evening Drive and Supper, going through the
lovely lanes from Thanet to Lynsted, near Sittingbourne,
where a lovely meal, including baked potatoes in their
jackets, was enjoyed by all.
What grand weather was enjoyed by all concerned
■on:. June 23rd, when the new Colours were presented
to the Battalion at Folkestone. It was indeed an im
pressive occasion, and may we offer our thanks to all
in the background who did the organising of such a big
show and for the lunch which followed; also thanks to
those who had to clear up afterwards!
July brought our A'G. Meeting round once again,
and with a small margin of votes Mrs. Hogben was elected
Chairman, Mrs. Hann Secretary, and Mrs. Shuter
Treasurer,; •.
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CANTERBURY
The Ladies’ Guild took a trip to the Royal Tourna
ment at Earls Court, London, on July 19th. We left
Canterbury at 10.30 a.m. and stopped for a picnic lunch
at Bexleyheath. We arrived at Earls Court about 1.30
p.m. All thoroughly enjoyed the Tournament. The return
journey was broken at the “ Dutch House,” Sidcup, for
a very welcome meal. We arrived back in Canterbury
about 9.45 p.m., very tired, but happy.
The July meeting was held at Leros T.A. Centre
on July 5th with 24 members present. Apologies were re
ceived from Mesdames West, Hews, Howard-Smith, Moore,
Thompson and Alexander.
It was a great pleasure to have Miss Ottaway with us.
Miss Ottaway has a warm place in many hearts. About
12 members intimated their desire to join with the Men’s
Branch on the 27th July for the darts semi-finals evening.
It was agreed that a donation be sent towards the Regi
mental Memorial Gate Fund.
It was agreed that any members wishing to meet in
September should just have a friendly get together for
whist or any other games.
Tea hostesses were Mesdames Daniels and Tilleard.
Competitions were given by Mesdames Edwards and
Weevil and won by Mrs. King Miss Ottaway and Mrs.
Robinson.
Date of next meeting, September 6th.

SAVINGS

H ead Office : M A ID S T O N E
Telephone 3388

ACCOUNTS

To su it . . .

ALL RANKS
PAST
AND PRESENT
★

HASTINGS AND THANET
BUILDING SOCIETY

FREMUNS
"ELEPHANT'

4 St. George’s Place
— Canterbury —
Telephone : Canterbury 2543

BEERS

Ask fo r fre e b o o k let “ Savings fo r
S ec u rity ” — w ithout obligation
of course
MEMBER OF THE BUILDING SOCIETIES
ASSOCIATION
Authorised for Investments by Trustees

The

KENTISH

BEER

For the

COUNTY REGIMENT
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The Regimental Journal of
The Queen’s Own Buffs, The Royal K ent Regiment

THE QUEEN’S OWN BUFFS, THE ROYAL KENT REGIMENT (3rd, 50th &97th)
Blenheim
Ramillies
Oudenarde
Malplaquet
Dettingen
Guadaloupe, 1759
Belleisle
Vimiera
Corunna
Douro
Talavera
Albuhera
Almaraz
Vittoria
Pyrenees
Nivelie
Nive
Orthes
Toulouse

The White Horse of Kent with motto “Invicta”
South Africa, 1900-02
Peninsula
Mons
Punniar
Aisne, 1914
Moodkee
Ypres, 1914, 15, 17, 18
Ferozeshah
Hill 60
Aliwal
Loos
Sabraon
Somme, 1916, 18
Alma
Arras, 1917, 18
lnkerman
Vimy, 1917
Sevastopol
Amiens
Lucknow,
Hindenburg Line
Taku Forts
Italy, 1917-18
New Zealand
Struma
South Africa, 1879
Gallipoli, 1915
Egypt, 1882
Gaza
Nile, 1884-85
Jerusalem
Chitral
Defence of Kut al Amara
Relief of Kimberley
Baghdad
Sharqat
Paardeberg

Afghanistan, 1919
North-West Europe, 1949
Alem Hamza
El Alamein
Robaa Valley
Medjez Plain
Centuripe
Sicily, 1943
Trigno
Sangro
Anzio
Cassino
Trasimene Line
Argenta Gap
Leros
Malta, 1940-42
Defence of Kohima
Shweli

Colonel-in-Chief: His Majesty ing Frederik IX, K.G., King of
Colonel of the Regiment: H.R.H. Princess Marina, Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E,
Deputy Colonel of the Regiment: Major-General D. E, B. Talbot. C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C.
Associate Colonel of the Regiment: Major-General R. W. Craddock, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O.
ALLIED REGIMENTS OF THE CANADIAN ARMY
The Queen’s Own Rifles of Canada — Colonel-in-Chlef: H.R.H. Princess Alexandra of Kent, G.C.V.O.
The Royal New Brunswick Regiment (Carleton and York) — Colonel-in-Chief: H.M. The Queen
The Essex and Kent Scottish— Colonel-In-Chief: H.R.H. Princess Marina, Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
ALLIED BATTALION OF AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY
3rd Battalion The Royal New South Wales Regiment
ALLIED REGIMENT OF THE NEW ZEALAND MILITARY FORCES
The Canterbury Regiment
REGULAR AND TERRITORIAL BATTALIONS
1st Battalion — Meeanee Barracks, Colchester
4th Battalion The Buffs (T.A.)— Canterbury
5th Battalion The Buffs (T.A.)— Broadstairs
4th/5th Battalion The Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment (T.A.) — Tonbridge
UNITS OF THE CADET FORCE AFFILIATED
1st A.C.F. Battalion The Buffs — Canterbury
2nd A.C.F. Battalion The Buffs — Folkestone
1st A.C.F. Battalion The Queen’s Own Royai West Kent Regiment—Sidcuo
2nd A.C.F. Battalion The Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment — Tonbridge
REGIMENTAL HEADQUARTERS — OLD INFANTRY BARRACKS, CANTERBURY, KENT
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Photo: Kentish Times

On other pages will he found a description, under the title “Exercise ‘Lundy Climb’ ”,
of an ambitious training exercise carried out recently by members of 4/5 R.W.K. (T.A.)
on Lundy Island. This month’s frontispiece shows one of the leading platoons, on
board their DUKW, making for the L.C.T. “Aachen” on which they were about to
embark. Lundy Island is in the background.
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THE

EDITOR’S PAGE

rjTO judge by the enthusiastic tone of the contributions
from 1st Battalion this month, Meeanee Barracks,
Colchester, would appear to be a better bet than Moore
Barracks, Shorncliffe, Central heating, slumberland
mattresses and other luxuries will no doubt make some of
the older readers of this Journal remember, perhaps with
a wry smile, the barrack-rooms of their day. Even to some
one who, like the writer of this page, left the Service but
a short while ago, the information that “the platoon embussed in private cars” came as something of a jolt and
one can only hope that, when these new barracks were
designed, the architects remembered to include adequate car
parking facilities to cope with eventualities of this nature!
It was good, at
Soldiers had settled
hoped that a large
ment will, when the

all events, to hear that the 600 Regular
in happily and well; it is much to be
number of those on a 3-year engage
moment comes, decide to “soldier on”.

After a fortnight’s holiday in Devonshire your Editor
finds the putting together of this page a singularly difficult
business. Inspiration is utterly lacking and he therefore
begs his readers’ indulgence until next month.
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EDITOR'S ANNOUNCEMENTS
EPRODUCTION of any photograph in this Journal
R
is a costly business unless a metal photographic block
is made available to the Editor. The manufacture of such
a block from a print or negative costs, on average, three
guineas, but the Press are extremely co-operative and
allow the Editor to use their blocks free of charge pro
vided due acknowledgement is made in the Journal. Should
therefore any Officer, on the occasion of his wedding,
wish to have a photograph of the occasion reproduced, it
would be appreciated if the local Press could be asked to
supply ithe necessary block, which should then be sent to
the Editor.
ONGRATULATIONS to Lieut. Colonels Francis Mor
C
gan, now commanding 1st Bn. The Middlesex Regt.
(D.C.O.), and Ian Roper, now commanding the Brigade

We feel sure readers will agree with us that it is
wonderful to hear from such distinguished officers of such
an age and from such a distance.
HOSE who served in The Buffs during the last war
T
and who remember the Dane, Mogens Wieth, will
have seen with regret the recent announcement of his death
at the early age of 42. He was a leading member of the
Danish Resistance movement. During the occupation of
his country the Germans found arms and ammunition in
his rooms, but Wieth managed to escape to Sweden and
thence to England where he trained with The Buffs and
then as a parachutist. Since the war his acting ability and
fame was increasing greatly and he was on the threshold
of a fine career as an actor. He leaves a widow and two
young daughters.

Depot, on their promotion to substantive rank.
ONGRATULATIONS, too. to the Editor and his wife
on achieving, on 28th August, 25 years of happy
married life.

C

HE Collection at the Canterbury Remembrance
T
Sunday Service in Canterbury Cathedral amounted
to £73 19s. 9d. This sum has been credited to The Queen’s
Own Bulls Benevolent Fund.
’ is with great pleasure that the Editor announces
that during the month of August he received 11 new
subscribers to the Journal. Apart from a certain amount
of canvassing on his part, most of these new subscribers
came from recommendations of existing readers. The
Editor is most grateful for those recommendations and
would be prepared to forward a copy of Invicta to sup
port any further recommendations that will provide new
subscribers.

r

R. W. Butcher, who has served at Maidstone for
many years, retired in July. “Uncle”, as he was
M
known by many of his friends at Maidstone, originally

F you wish to help the Army Benevolent Fund—as you
IZanuck’s
obviously do—then the Royal Performance of Darryl
film “The Longest Day”, at the Leicester Square
Theatre, London, on October 11th at 8 p.m., is being
given in aid of that Fund. Why not take a couple of seats
and help the Fund yourself?
APTAIN Richard Lea writes from Aden that he is
C
trying to learn Arabic prior to his attachment to a
Battalion of the Federal Army. And the best of British
luck to him!
HE news of Colonel Arthur Merlott-Chitty, who re
T
cently suffered a series of heart attacks, is more re
assuring, though it will obviously be some time before
he is fully recovered. All his many friends in the Regimental
Golfing Society (of which he was the first Captain) and
elsewhere, will wish him a complete restoration to his old
cheerful self with all possible speed.
OLONEL Bobby Flint writes that he has just bought
C
himself a house at Camberley. His address is now
Avenel, Heatherley Road, Camberley.

joined the Royal Navy in 1913. After leaving the Roval
Navy in 1937, he came to the Army as a civilian clerk in
1940. He first came to Maidstone in 1951 and worked in
the Orderly Room and after the Depot closed down was
on the staff of the R.H.Q. Increment. We thank “Uncle”
for all he has done for us and wish him a very happy time
in retirement. No doubt the beans and peas in his garden
will be better than ever this year.

HE following members of the Regiment are now in
T
B.A.O.R.: R.S.M. Fairbanks, M.B.E., is R.S.M. Rheindalen Garrison; Maj. Charles Willis is G.S.O. II (S.D.) at

E recently have news of Colonel C. F. Stallard,
W
D.S.O., M.C., who was one of the 11 commanding
officers to have commanded 11 R.W.K. between 1915 and

AJOR Derek Scull appears to be thoroughly enjoying
M
life in Singapore and has met Derek Woolstencroft,
Ron Baker and Stanley Stevens out there. His wife and

the Headquarters; and Maj. Rex Shearburn recently cap
tained the B.A.O.R. Cricket XI in the annual contest
against the R.A.F. in Germany.

1918.

family are thriving.

Colonel Stallard is now over 90 years of age and his
handwriting is far better than that of many a young
officer. He lives in South Africa and, working together
with General Smuts, was instrumental in bringing the
Colony in as active British Allies during 1939-45.

INALLY belated, but sincere, congratulations to Lt.F
Col. C. S. Durtnell on upholding the honour of the old
Queen’s Own Branches on parade, on Remembrance Sun
day at Canterbury, in splendid isolation!
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We shall be pleased to supply all details of
uniform and plain clothes requirements, upon request

Of CC»M6tt»OM
CMVAL TAUW * 6WTM77IU

Regimental Tailors to The Queen's Own Buffs

1 HIGH STREET, CAMBERLEY,

Telephone 359

27 OLD BOND STREET, LONDON, W.1,

Telephone HYDe Park 2 2 7 6 /9

Portsmouth Edinburgh Plymouth Chatham Weymouth Liverpool Bath Southampton Harrow Bournemouth Dartmouth Winchester
Brockenhurst Londonderry Gibraltar Malta

QUEENS ROYAL WEST KENT REGT.
9 ct. g o ld a nd enam el

HOME COUNTIES BRIGADE
9 ct. g o ld a nd e nam el

BY APPOINTMENT TO HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN
G O L D SM IT H S A C R O W N JE W E L L E R S ,
GARRARD

&C O .

L T D ., L O N D O N

A fine piece of jewellery, artistically
designed, makes a charming gift.
Produced by the house of Garrard
in gold and enamel, a badge brooch
can be a token of lasting value.
Designs and estimates for gem set
brooches are supplied free at
your request. Please address all
enquiries to the military department.

The Regimental and Brigade Badges
GARRARD & CO. LTD.

Crown Jewellers

112 R e g e n t S tr e e t • L o n d o n • W .I • Telephone: REGENT 3021 ( 11 lines)
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CORRESPONDENCE
Lieutenant-General Sir William Oliver,
K.C.B., K.C.M.G., O.B.E., D.L.
British High Commission,
Canberra.
23rd August, 1962.
Dear Colonel Grace,
I thought some readers of Invicta might perhaps be
interested to know that I have just met Captain Ralph
McLeary of the Canterbury Regiment. He has been in
Sydney as an official delegate from New Zealand on the
12th World Poultry Congress. He spent Sunday, 19th
August with me in Canberra.
Ralph was, as you know, commissioned into the
Queen’s Own during the war and served with the 1st
Battalion for some time. He will, I am sure, be remem
bered by those of the Battalion who served under Lt.-Col.
Percy Braithwaite towards the end and, after the war, in
Greece. He was in great heart and we had a thoroughly
enjoyable day together. On arrival he presented me with
a Canterbury Regiment tie and I was able to give him
the Regimental tie of the Queen’s Own Buffs in exchange.
He asked to be remembered to all his old friends, especially
to General Dennis Talbot. He also sent his best wishes to
the Regiment and expressed the hope that if anyone ever
comes to New Zealand they will not fail to look him up
at 13, Marston Road, Mirau, N.Z.
Yours sincerely,
W. P. OLIVER.
51 Southwood Road,
New Eltham, S.E.9.
9th August, 1962.

The Editor, Invicta.
Dear Mr. Editor,
I have just received the July Copy of Invicta and I feel
that I cannot let the day pass without congratulating you
on the wonderful way in which you and your contributors
have reported the events of Saturday, 23rd June. It was
indeed a happy thought of yours to set aside the whole of
the current issue to what you quite rightly described as
“that unforgettable and glorious day”. I was one of the
fortunate folk who was able to be there and for me Invicta
will serve as a vivid reminder of a unique occasion. For
those who missed the wonderful ceremonial and impeccable
parade, your detailed account and photographs will, I am
sure, provide some measure of consolation and the finest
record possible of the proceedings attaching to the Presen
tation of the Colours.
Yours very truly,
ERIC GOODMAN (Major).
2 Marlborough Court,
46 The Drive,
Hove, 3,Sussex.
14th August, 1962.

The Editor, Invicta.
Dear Sir,
Having been a critic of the Remembrance Day Service
last year, I feel that it is only right that I should write
and tell you how much I enjoyed the service this year. I
am sure that my feelings are shared by many and I would
like to congratulate those responsible.
(sgd.) E. G. COX.

\

94a Salisbury Road,
Holland-on-Sea,
Clacton-on-Sea, Essex.
18th August, 1962.
To Colonel H. R. Grace, O.B.E.
Dear Sir,
I was greatly impressed by the Service of Remem
brance last Sunday at Canterbury Cathedral, and the
organisation of it all was splendid; this was my first
visit on such an occasion, having moved from place to
place for employment, thus being unable to come before.
Last year I attended the Re-union at Maidstone which I
also enjoyed to the full. It was grand to be with the Regi
ment one more, although I did not meet any one that I
recognised. Great praise for the Band on Sunday.
I served with the 8th Bn. from 16-17, then with the
1st Bn., also in France to August, 1918, when I was
slightly disabled. I often think of the wonderful comrade
ship in the Regiment. The discipline was not severe (af-ter
the first week which only seemed so) and T marvel at the
fact that at 71 I am in good health and upright, and I
am quite certain .that if I had remained in Civvy Street I
should now be a bent old man.
But this is what I wanted to say. I was disappointed
on Sunday to see hardly any Royal West Kents on parade;
it may be for various reasons of course. I note from the
Invicta that the Regiment is coming to Colchester soon.
The best of luck to all in the now Queen’s Own Buffs,
The Royal Kent Regiment.
Yours faithfully,
(sgd.) H. G. REYNOLDS,
Ex-R.W.K.
Major C. M. Hamilton,
The Queen’s Own Buffs,
D.A.Q.M.G. (Movements),
H.Q. Troops, Malta,
B.F.P.O. 51.
28th August, 1962.
Dear Colonel Grace,
I would be most grateful if I could use the pages
of Invicta to express the most grateful thanks of my
wife and myself for the most handsome silver cigarette
box so kindly given to us on the occasion of our recent
wedding by the officers of the Regiment, and at the
same time to say how much we shall always treasure it.
We would also like to take this opportunity to
thank all those kind people who sent us telegrams of
congratulation and good wishes on the day, which were
very much appreciated by us both.
With best wishes and again grateful ithanks,
Yours sincerely,
(sgd.) CHARLES HAMILTON.
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The Royal Army Ordnance Corps Gazette,
Blackdown,
Aldershot, Hants.
The Editor,
10th August, 1962.
Invicta.
Dear Editor,
I feel I must congratulate you on the excellence of
your July, 1962, issue. Everything was good, but the
photo on page 709 must be unique.
Yours full of admiration,
(sgd.) R. R. M. MAYHEW,
Brigadier (Ret.),
Editor.
The Editor, Invicta.
14th September
Sir,
It was my privilege and great good fortune to be
invited to dinner by H.E. The Danish Ambassador to meet
Lieutenant-General V. Jacobsen, Commander-in-Chief of
the Danish Army.
The General asked me to be sure and convey his very
best wishes to Colonels Grace, Edlmann and Lewis and to
their wives.
May I be allowed to use your columns to pass on
General Jacobsen’s message?
Your obedient servant,
R. W. CRADDOCK.

From Lieut.-Colonel Donovan Jackson, O.B.E.
208 Nevill Avenue,
Hove, 4
The Editor, Invicta,
11 September, 1962
Sir,
I was interested in your list of V.Cs. There is another
to which we can lay partial claim, viz, the late Corporal
George Jarratt, Royal Fusiliers, London Gazette 8th June,
1917. Jarratt originally enlisted in The Queen’s Own, and
was sent out from the 12th Battalion at Aldershot with the
intentional posting to the 10th or 11th Battalions, but the
vicissitudes of war diverted his draft to the Royal Fusiliers.
I cannot remember the details, but a letter from me
to The Queen’s Own Gazette early in 1919 was published
and will disclose more.
According to the Indian Army list of V.Cs. recently
published, claim is made to V.Cs. won before and after
service with that Army, so thus Jarratt’s Cross may be of
interest to us.
Yours faithfully,
(sgd.) R. DONOVAN-JACKSON (Lt.-Col.)
★

THE

★

BUFFS'

★

★

MUSEUM

E have been very pleased to receive from Lt.Colonel N. H. Edwards, late Queen’s Own and
the present Chairman of the Regimental Association, the
original parchment scroll of the appointment by His
Stroud 201
Queensholme,
Royal Highness the Prince Regent (afterwards George IV),
Over Butterrow,
of Lieutenant-General Sir Henry Clinton, G.C.B., as
Rodborough Common,
Colonel of The Buffs, dated 9th August, 1815.
The Editor, Invicta.
Stroud,Gloucestershire
We express our thanks to Colonel Edwards for this
Dear Sir,
valuable addition to our archives.
With regard to the photograph of the Instructors at
the Thames and Medway Brigade Signal School, 1917, in
★
*
★
*
the August number of Invicta.
A BOOK REVIEW
The officer in the centre is the Commandant, Captain
“SOLDIERS IN THE SAND”~ C . W. K. POTTS
Eley, Middlesex Regt. and seated on his right is R.S.M.
Parkin, who I believe was Middlesex Regt.
OLDIERS in the Sand” is the author’s account of
I was at the school in 1916 and although I recognise
nine months with “A” Company, 1st Battalion The
several of the N.C.O.’s in the photograph I am not able
Buffs, from the Battle of Alamein to the end of the North
African Campaign.
now to name them.
Yours faithfully,
The author is Charles Potts, now Prison Welfare
E. A. SHARPIN.
Officer at Norwich, who had resigned his chaplaincy
because he was not allowed to accompany a fighting unit
Brentwood Road,
into action. Potts saw continuous fighting in what appears
R.R.2. Angus, Ont.,
to have been nine months of perpetual motion during
Canada
which he was awarded the Military Cross. He tells his
Sir,
story simply but vividly and not without humour, and is
invariably modest.
It is with the greatest of pleasure I am answering your
letter containing the cap badges and note. I have not
His book is dedicated to the memory of Brigadier
answered before as I have just returned from a vacation
Grenville Smith-Dorien, D.S.O., who commanded the
and opened your letter and it was grand to see the old
First Battalion so magnificently at that time, and to all
cap badge again after so many years. I thank you for the
those of the battalion who gave their lives in the cause of
badges and am now wearing them superimposed on the
freedom.
Corps of Commissioners Corporal’s stripes, and am proud
It should appeal to all those who survived, especially
of it. If there is anybody else who was in the Regt. whom
to those who were in “A” Company and the Carrier
you know over here, I would try and get in touch with
Platoon, which were called upon to find innumerable
them. So thanking you once again for everything, I remain.
“floating punches” during that period of the Desert
Yours truly,
Campaign.

W

S

J. N. LEE.

R. W. C.
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Y o u a r e w e lc o m e a t
N o. 6 P all M all

a t C o x ’s a n d K i n g ' s branch of Lloyds

Bank, 6 Pall Mall, S.W.i we have been officially
appointed Army Agents for over two hundred
years and Agents to the Royal Air Force since
its inception. Of course you may bank where
you please but the reason why so many officers
open their personal accounts with us is that we
have unrivalled experience in dealing with the

financial affairs of officers stationed at home
or abroad. We have departments specialising
in general and kit insurance, in income tax,
the purchase and sale of stocks and shares and
the safe custody of valuables. This full banking
service includes facilities for serving officers
to cash their cheques at any branch of the
Bank without prior arrangement.

A n officer’s banking tran sactio n s are confidential to him and
his bank. O ur position as Official A gents in no way affects this.

LLOYDS BANK LIMITED
C O X 'S & K IN G 'S B R A N C H , 6 P A L L M A LL , S .W .I
T e le p h o n e W H Ite h a ll 7 0 0 1

O ffic ia l A g e n ts to the A rm y and Royal A ir F o rce
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OBITUARY NOTICES
MAJOR ANTONIO JOSEPH JIMENEZ, M.C.
(MARQUES DE LA GRANJA DE SAN SATURNINO)
HE death, quite suddenly, on August 2nd, of Tony
T
Jimenez, has taken from us a very dear, kind and
generous colleague; his presence as the President of our
11th Queen’s Own O.C.A. will be sadly missed at our
functions and in Committee.
It is the belief of those near to him that the shock of
having to leave his rooms at Putney at such short notice
after 35 years there, was a contributory cause of the
•heart attack which he had in March and which kept him
in a nursing home for over three months. Although he
was making progress and was able to attend his beloved
Wimbledon, and was, in fact, planning his usual holiday
for August 3rd, there is no doubt that he was a very sick
man. It is thought that an operation had been advised
and that he had postponed it; in the event, the end came
very suddenly and unexpectedly.
“Jimmy”, as he was known to his Regimental col
leagues, was born in 1889 and lived his early life at Wim
bledon—to which fact, perhaps, may be due his keen
interest in Lawn Tennis, of which he was a great exponent,
representing his County (Surrey) at it. He was, too, a life
long member of the All-England Club, with which he
retained his connection to the end. He was educated at
Wimbledon College and he excelled at all sports. Later
he became a very low handicap golfer, playing for Surrey
frequently.
His grandparents had come from Spain and settled
in England, founding the Family busines of A. Jimenez
and Sons, Cigar Merchants. His parents, too, were Spanish;
but Jimmy became a real son of the land of his adoption—
in fact, one could say that he was, perhaps, more English
than the average Englishman.
Once he was old enough, he naturally entered the
Family business, although we are sure that, had he had
his choice, he would have loved to take up The Army as
his career.
With the outbreak of War in 1914, he was soon in
khaki and our Battalion was fortunate in that he was
posted to us as a 2nd Lieut, at Catford in August, 1915.
He was soon on a course with The Guards at Chelsea
Barracks and thenceforth it was obvious what a flair he had
for the administrative side of Army life. This was soon
recognised by his C.O. and he was appointed Adjutant
with the rank of Captain in December of the same year,
proceeding overseas with the Battalion in May of the
next year.
His knowledge (becoming greater all the time) of
King’s Regulations, Standing Orders and Military Law was
deep and comprehensive and no one knew the contents
of “The Little Red Books”, as they were in those days,
better than he. In matters of Procedure he was expert,
whether it were Court Martial or Ceremonial; many who
served as his Junior must be grateful for the way he so
willingly gave them the benefit of his great knowledge.
Quick to grasp essentials, his Operation Orders were a
model of clarity and conciseness and it is little wonder
that he was such a tower of strength to any C.O. He made
a wonderful Adjutant, P.R.I., and Second-in-Command
and, but for ill-luck in being away when appointments fell

vacant—and later being taken prisoner—he would have
gone far. However, he never bemoaned his fate and showed
a fine sense of loyalty. Many times in the Battalion’s
short Active Service life, he showed his considerable
powers of organisation—and, often more important—re
organisation.
When the Battalion first went “over the top” at FLERS
on the 15th September, 1916, suffering appalling casualities,
he imperturbably assumed command of the remnants on
Col. Townshend being mortally wounded and carried on
until the unit was safely back at “Details”, never having
mentioned that he was all the time in agony with a
poisoned hand, which caused his immediate evacuation.
It was serious enough to prevent his rejoining us until
just before the Hollebeke attack in July, 1917. His
Adjutancy was the ideal complement to Col. Corfe’s Com
mand and, as an outcome, the Battalion was an extremely
efficient fighting unit. Throughout, his imperturbability was
a bye-word in the Battalion and the Brigade. One cannot
remember ever seeing him out of temper or in any way
“fashed”.
After Col. Corfe had been wounded in the attack on
Tower Hamlets, Jimmy became Second-in-Command
to Maj. Beadle with the rank of Major, and with the New
Year Honours came the M.C., which we all felt was greatly
overdue.
So to Italy, where there was little fighting and much
more pleasant conditions -than in France and Belgium;
Jimmy shared fully in the enjoyment of the respite.
On the disbandment of the Battalion on the Somme
in March, 1918, Col. Corfe took him with him to the 10th
Bn. as his Second-in-Command, but within seven days
they were swallowed up in the great German advance and
were Prisoners of War. How Jimmy, lover of good food
and comfort, stuck things during that period, one cannot
imagine; but he did manage to become the Chef to the
Senior Officers’ Mess and as such was the subject of a
painting by Elwes, the Artist, who was a fellow-prisoner.
This portrait is still believed to hang in one of the
London Clubs. What he found to “chef” with is uncertain,
but one can still see the “free” Jimmy seated at table,
throwing his arms forward and upward and exclaiming
with fervour, “I love eggs”, as a large omelette was
placed before him.
On repatriation, he was posted to the First Battalion
and was in India with them until late 1919, when his
younger brother, of whom he was very fond, died, and
he was required to come home and help run the business.
This was a great blow to him for he would have loved
to have continued in the Regular Army.
On the formation of the Battalion O.C.A. in 1931,
he became our first Chairman and, in 1949, on the death
of Col. Corfe, he took over the Presidency to which he
applied himself, as always, conscientiously. His generosity
and his wisdom have been invaluable and will be much
missed, as will the presence with which he graced our
functions. How well we remember the many Committee
Meetings at his office in Fenchurch Street; a real homely
place as befitted an old-established Family concern—the
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same great armchairs from which his grandfather and
father had directed its fortunes—and, let it be said,
Jimmy’s special brand of Amontillado!
It was a very sad day for him when, in 1954,
his elder brother died and, with his own health now not
good—like many sportsmen and athletes he had consider
able muscular trouble, chiefly in the legs—he found it
necessary to dispose of the business and live in retirement.
His disability curtailed his mobility and he had to give
up his attendance at his Club, the R.A.C., of which he
had been a member for many years. Here, one may
mention that, as one would expect with his intellectual
capabilities, he played a very fine hand of Bridge. But
that was not his only card game for it is well remembered
how he would “Raise you”, without the batting of an eye
lid, when he only held “Ace-high”.
However, he concerned himself with the clearing up
of his complicated Family affairs and with his Stamp
Collection, in which he retained a great interest right up
to the end.
We as an O.C.A. were proud to know that, for some
years, our Dinner and A.G.M. were the only occasions on
which he turned out in the evening and we know that he
would not have missed them for worlds, for he was
intensely proud of his old Battalion and comrades.
We shall always remember Jimmy as a real English
Gentleman of gentle, generous and modest nature (only a
few of us knew, for instance, that the Spanish Marquisate
had devolved upon him on his brother’s death; he never
mentioned it), as a great sportsman in every sense of the
word and as a worthy member of our Battalion and
Regiment.
Jimmy never married. We sometimes wish he had.
And he was the last of his geeeration.
To Miss Ross and her sister, his two nieces, we
extend our very real sympathy. We hope that we shall be
in touch with them for many years yet.
R.O.R.
F. A. CROOM

T^R A N K CROOM, many years a local boatman, and
mine host of the Lord Nelson Inn, Broadstairs, died
in Margate Hospital on Sunday, 12th August, 1962. He
will be remembered regimentally mainly as “B” Coy. Storeman (2nd. Bn.) during World War II, joining B Coy. at
Wigtoft in Lincolnshire, just after the Battalion returned
from Dunkirk in 1940, and was appointed storeman almost
immediately. He served with the Battalion throughout its
role in England until 1942 and then on through Africa,
Persia, Iraq and finally on to Burma and back into India,
until repatriated in 1945, when he took his discharge
early in 1946.
Always a very cheerful character and reliable, Frank,
who was a life member of the Ramsgate branch, will be
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greatly missed by all who knew him and most by his
family.
The funeral was at St. Peter’s Church on Thursday,
16th August, 1962. The Branch and Regiment were repre
sented by the Chairman Ramsgate Branch.

WINIFRED WHITE

It is difficult to realise, and hard to accept, that such
a useful, happy life is over at so early an age. I have
known and worked with Mrs. White for many years.
During the time the Garrison Welfare and Wives’ Club
was in my charge, her husband was R.S.M. at the Depot,
The Buffs. She realised and undertook her responsibilities
to the full. She was a member of the Committee, and an
enthusiastic, untiring and loyal helper, quietly efficient
and enjoying everything. She was an invaluable member
of the Ladies’ Guild of the Regimental Association in
Canterbury. Both she and Mr. White helped so much on
the business and social side. We were all looking forward
to having them both back with us. In her modest, un
obtrusive way she made so many friends who will, I know,
share my affectionate and grateful memories.
M.M.A.

Tel. : Regent 5915

J. B. JOHNSTONE
Military and Mufti Tailor
and Breeches Maker

-

35

-

SACKVILLE ST., LONDON

Specially A ppointed to The
Q ueen’s Own Buffs, The
-

Royal K ent Regim ent

-

Also holds special appointments to many other
Regiments, and is extensively patronised by
Officers in every branch of Her Majesty’s Service,
both at home and abroad
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EXCERCISE
The general pattern in international affairs these
days seems to be that any small, well-run and self-sufficient
state is continually menaced by bigger, greedy states, and
such is the lot of Lundy, that well-known independent
Island Kingdom in the Bristol Channel. For the second
year running the island’s independence has been threatened
and the ruler has had to seek help from his allies in Kent
and Devon under their mutual aid treaties.
The situation came to a head in July when, while the
ruler was visiting Tunbridge Wells, enemy infantry
landed on the island. The ruler immediately appealed for
military aid and the 4/5th Bn. The Queen’s Own Royal
West Kent Regt. (Territorial Army) was ordered to go to
Lundy with the ruler and deal with these invaders.
This was the story told to the officers and men of the
Battalion when they reported to their Drill Halls on Friday
evening, 27th July, 1962, to go to Lundy for an assault
landing exercise organised by Maj. J. L. Large, T.D., and
Capt. M. N. Devonshire, of Headquarter Company.
Those taking part in the exercise from Tunbridge
Wells, Maidstone, St. Mary Cray, Erith, Penge and Southborough assembled at Waterloo Station at midnight when
they came under command of Maj. J. B. Ogilvie, the
Expeditionary Force Commander. The 01.10 hrs. train for
the West Country was boarded despite difficulties with
British Railways and the exercise was under way.
Dawn broke fully after Exeter and shortly after 06.20
the train drew into Barnstaple Junction and there in the
station yard was the first sign of adventure to come in the
shape of four DUKW’s from No. 18 Coy. R.A.S.C., Fremington. There also were two familiar faces, Capt. Robson,
interrupting a holiday to join us, and Sgt. Heskett who had
come down the previous day with the one-tonner bringing
the heavy kit. We were soon embussed (if that is the
correct term) and off we went.
There was a sea mist hanging around and visibility
was limited as the DUKW’s manoeuvred round the sharp
corner out of the station yard and up the hill towards the
west. Then a short halt at the railway line, the order
“ on with your life jackets ” and on we went over the
crossing, on to the beach and into the water, further in and
further in and suddenly a different note from the engine
and we were afloat, swimming the short distance across
the mouth of the Taw to the L.C.T. which had been lying
about half a mile off shore since before dawn. Alongside,
up the ladder (no one fell in thank heavens) and there
was another familar face, Cpl. Locke guarding the stores
which had been put on board before the L.C.T. left
lnstow. The sea was calm as a mill pond and the motion
of the ship as she got under way, was hardly perceptible.
After we had been warned of the action in the event
of fire at sea or other perils, Major Ogilvie, the “ Expedi
tionary Force ” Commander held an “O” Group in the
bows. Half-way across the mist began to clear, but we were
very close to the island before it finally dispersed to reveal
the wall of rock, rising steeply from the shore to a height
of some 400 ft. along its whole length of
miles.
More orders and we climbed into the DUKWs in the
L.C.T.’s hold, the bow doors opened with a sickening
lurch, we were down the ramp and into the water making
for the only beach at the south end of the Island where

"LUNDY

CLIMB"

we were greeted by a TV camera team from West Ger
many. The leading DUKW with Lt. Smith's PI. on
board climbed out of the water and up on the beach
and quickly started up the only road to secure the cliff
top and cover the landing of the rest of the Coy. Mr.
A. Harman, the owner of Lundy, landed just behind them
and was met by some of the islanders who were taking
part in the exercise, and as the second wave hit the beach,
Cpl. Starkey’s section going along the cliff edge was fired
upon by enemy (led by Capt. Robson) established right on
the top. Lt. Clifford’s PL were ordered to embark from
the beach in one of the island boats and guided by Mr.
Harman himself made their way up the east shore of the
island to land at a point in the north where it was
possible to climb the cliffs which were some 400ft. high at
this point. As the boat party moved along the coast shots
were heard from above; the land party had bumped the
enemy at Quarterwall Cottages, a position which appeared
to be held in strength. Some time was needed to creep
forward across difficult ground to put in an attack and the
bulk of the defenders slipped away at the last moment up
to the North side of the island where they encountered
the platoon which had come round by sea and which had
toiled up 400 ft. of cliff. A sharp battle ensued in which
Lt. Clifford’s platoon were pinned down for a while before

Photo; Kentish Times

The cliff landing party leaving Lundy Beach to
outflank the “enemy".
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they managed to winkle the enemy out of the rocks. The
enemy then disappeared so the opportunity for a meal was
taken, and the whole party assembled in some ruined farm
buildings, where C.S.M. Passey, acting at “ Q.M.” for the
trip had been busy. The truce continued into the after
noon—some bathed, some fished, some visited the light
houses, while some just slept. The late afternoon was
however enlivened by a visit from the West German TV
unit who were making a fairy story picture using Lundy
as a background. We hope we shall see ourselves later
if we can borrow a copy of the film.
At about 18.30 hrs., however, a message was received
that the lighthouse keepers had seen a boat full of enemy
slip up the west coast and patrols under Sgt. Webster, of
St. Mary Cray, and Cpl. Starkey were dispatched to locate
them. Cpl. Starkey’s patrol found them all right and had
a very lively battle but as it was now almost dark opera
tions had to be suspended at Mr. Harman’s request to
allow a little peace to descend on the island.
A little later in the evening, in the Marisco Tavern
(the Island pub and general store), a plaque bearing the
Regimental Crest was presented to Mr. Harman by Maj.
J. L. Large to mark the association between the Battalion
and the Harman family.
It was just 04.00 when the enemy struck again and the
camp at Quarterwall Cottages was rocked by explosions,
simultaneously the force H.Q. was overrun by a party
which had come up the cliff. Almost immediately this
force withdrew in the direction of a ruined cottage to the
north and it was there that a few minutes later the final
act in the drama was played out. The enemy were caught
and wiped out by Lt. Clifford’s platoon which had made
a rapid recovery and counter-attacked.
After breakfast there followed a very simple, though

The
“B"
Company
contingent on board
the L.C.T. “ Aachen”.
Photo: Kentish Times
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impressive ceremony which was the second reason for the
visit to the island, when everybody together with Mr.
Harman and members of his family and friends, gathered
to pay tribute to the memory of Mr. Harman’s brother,
John Pennington Harman, who died winning the Victoria
Cross whilst serving with 4th Battalion at Kohima, and
to remember also the 65 other members of the Battalion
who were killed with him in that battle. In an old granite
quarry where John Harman spent many childhood hours
watching the sea birds, a memorial has been erected by
his family and here all stood in silence, broken only by the
cries of the birds as Lt.-Col. Coath, who had been at
Kohima battle, spoke the famous words “ They shall not
grow old — ”. Cpl. Williams blew the Last Post and
Reveille and then Lt.-Col. Coath laid a wreath on the
memorial and the Lundy visit was over.
We clambered back along the cliff paths down to the
beach where we re-embarked in the DUKW’s to travel out
to the L.C.T. It was a glorious morning and fitting for the
“ Duckrobatics ” which followed culminating in all six
craft moving towards the shore in line abreast in a final
salute to Lundy. On the L.C.T. and a smooth run to the
mainland. Back into the DUKW’s for the final run ashore.
We caught the late afternoon train to London and so home.
We were lucky in our weather and we had a glorious
week-end which gave us an opportunity to train in condi
tions unfamiliar to most of us. It is only right that we
should say thank you to those who organised the week-end,
to the R.A.S.C. for their help, to Mr. Harman for inviting
us to visit the Island and finally to the cooks who fed us
so very well.
Many of us will be back again in Lundy, which, that
week-end seemed almost an island paradise.
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BEAUTIFUL N E W STORE FOR CANTERBURY

Seven exciting floors.
Over seventy departments,
“ Grace and Favour” licensed roof
garden Restaurant w ith panoramic view. Travel Bureau. Theatre. Dispensary and Drug
Service. Wedgwood Room. Home Advisory Bureau. “ Canterbury through the Ages”
Exhibition w ill be opening shortly.
I f you would like to open an account, please call on, or w rite to, our temporary bureau, situated in the
Separates Shop, Canterbury (opposite the Store). An early application w ill help us to deal with your
enquiry prom ptly so that your account is available for immediate use on the Opening o f the Store.

O F '

CAS TI NGS
and

FORGI NGS
for all

I N D U S T R I A L
APPLICATIONS
in

L IG H T METALS &
COPPER-BASE
M A T E R I A L S , Etc.
J. STONE Cr CO. (CHARLTON) LTD.
GENERAL FOUNDRIES DIVISION
WOOLWICH ROAD, CHARLTON
LONDON, S.E.7

C A N T E R B U R Y

Purcell
(MAIDSTONE)

Appointed and approved
Tailors and Outfitters
to the
QUEEN'S OWN BUFFS
THE ROYAL KENT REGIMENT
and Approved Tailors to the
HOME COUNTIES BRIGADE
Stockists of the approved p attern Shirts,
Regim ental and Golf Ties, Blazer Badges
— etc.—
Civil and M ilitary R equirem ents
forw arded upon request

12 MIDDLE ROW, MAIDSTONE
Phone 3575
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NEWS FROM THE 1st BATTALION
HE Battalion proceeded on three weeks’ leave within
T
a week of returning from the exercise in Cyprus.
During the leave period, rear details acted as caretakers
at ShornclifFe. These comprised the Band and Drums, the
recruits who arrived from the Depot during the period
and miscellaneous arms storemen, etc. Capt. Jerry Cleaver
was left in command, ably assisted by Lt. Hugh Tarver,
who is spending his leave from the Royal College of Mili
tary Science with 1st Battalion.
Leave ended on 20th August and the battalion
found itself once again packing for a move, this time a
permanent one to Colchester. An advance party had
already departed under Major (Q.M.) Eric Ransley. The
first company group moved up on 27th August and the
last one on 31st August. Capt. (Q.M.) Eric Hoggart
and a party of 40 N.C.O.s and men have been left in
Shorncliffe to return all furniture, etc. to barracks and
hand the buildings back to the engineers. At long last the
barracks there are going to be demolished. This is Eric
Hoggart’s “swan song”; when he finishes at Shorncliffe
he is leaving the Army—we wish him every success in
civilian life.
The Battalion has settled down in its new station and
is already training hard in preparation for a fortnight at
Stanford P.T.A. in October. The accent is very heavily
on physical fitness!
All members of the Battalion are impressed by
Meeanee Barracks. It was an old barracks in which the
majority of buildings were pulled down and replaced by
new ones. The remainder were gutted and rebuilt. The
result is a very fine barracks with excellent messes and
sleeping accommodation. It will certainly be warmer than
Shorncliffe in the winter as all rooms are centrally heated.
It is hoped that this winter the Battalion can get down
to playing some unit games. Since amalgamation, due
mainly to our various moves, training, etc. it has been
difficult to play any organised Battalion games. At last our
Battalion sides are really getting down to it and will be
playing in several league and knock-out competitions.
Major John Norton has now left us and is going on a
Japanese Language course in October. Major John Dent
is on leave before going to America as an Infantry
liaison officer with the local rank of Lieutenant Colonel.
He has just finished a tour of three and a half years
with the Battalion, two years with I Buffs and one and a
half years with us. Captain Jerry Cleaver has handed over
the signal Platoon to Lt. Peter Cole and is going to the
Home Counties Brigade Depot as Adjutant. Major Eric
Ransley has moved over from M.T.O. to Q.M. and
Captain (Q.M.) Bob Shilling is now with us for two
months until Captain (Q.M.) George Simpson arrives.
On the credit side we welcome Major Rusty Thornycroft, who is Commanding “A” Company, and 2nd Lt.
Richard Talbot, who has arrived from Sandhurst.

'A '

COMPANY

The past month has been a time of leave and moving
to Colchester, and it need hardly be said that leave
was enjoyed.
First impressions of Colchester are good, the bar
racks being a fine up to date one.

Major F. E. T homey croft
Command of the company has changed, Major
Norton leaving us for a language course on which we wish
him every success. Major Thorneycroft has just taken over
from him.
Postings “in” to the company have far outweighed
postings “out” this month and we welcome Cpl. Wright,
Ptes. Carter, Corbin, Delaney, Diamond, Fahy, Gough,
Kwiecien, Baker, Munn, iNoOan* O’Donnell, O’Kane,
Staples, Stevens, Steel, Tobin, Tilley, Walder, Wort; we
also welcome Sgt. Townsley to the company and hope
their stay will be a long and happy one.

'B' COMPANY
We returned from what we considered a welldeserved leave to prepare for the move to Colchester.
On 27th August we said goodbye to Moore Barracks which
had been our home, on and off, since amalgamation. Whilst
the prospect of modern barrack accommodation appealed
to us we left many friends and memories behind.
The new barracks lived fully up to expectations and
once again that trusted “soldiers’ friend”, Sgt. Gordon,
had done an excellent job with the advance party. “Slumberland” Mattresses, Rest Rooms and so on have almost
been too much for some! Having now settled in we are
busily frequenting the local training areas in preparation
for a visit to that old stamping ground, Stanford P.T.A.,
in early October.
We welcome Ptes. Scott, Weeks, Dicker, Featherbe,
Bailie, Oldershaw, Totterdale, Kilbey, Matthews, Burr,
Davage, Murphy, Carrington, Holman, Meaden, Foulger,
Dracott, Dailey and Vaillencourt from the Brigade Depot
and congratulate L/Cs Preston and Geeves on their promo
tion. We should also like to make a mention of the
welcome temporary attachment of Lt. Tarver as 21C.
Having left his mortar board and gown behind at Shrivenham he has brought science to our administration.
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' C ' COMPANY
Since writing our last notes most of the Company
have spent three weeks on well-deserved leave. Our Medi
terranean suntan is quickly disappearing and memories of
our trip to Cyprus are also fading fast. Pte. Murphy (45)
rejoined us from leave a happily married man, and we
wish him and his wife every happiness for the future.
Sgt. Bona has at long last appeared and we welcome him
to “C” Company; he has already helped us to beat “B”
Company at football by six goals to one.
C.S.M. Gooch has left us for the T.A. and we bid him
a sad farewell and thank him very much for all he has
done for the Company. In his place we welcome C.M.S.
Histed and we hope his stay with “C” Coy will be a long
and happy one.
Our barracks in Colchester are very new and modern
and our stay promises to be very comfortable, but it was
sad to move away fom Kent and we shall miss our many
friends there.
We congratulate L/Cs Morley, Relf and Sheehan on
their promotion and we hope that this is merely the first
step towards a Field Marshal’s Baton. We are sorry to lose
Cpl. Morton and we wish him all the best in his new
posting. We extend a hearty welcome to Cpl. Guillaume,
the latest newcomer to the Company, and we welcome Pte.
Calder back to the fold after completing his clerks’
course; doubtless he can now drive a typewriter at great
speed.
Our Company training programme for the next month
looks as if we are in for a prety energetic time but we
shall be in a better position to tell you about that in four
weeks’ time when we shall doubtless have made a closer
acquaintance with the Colchester Training Areas.

H.Q. COMPANY
After a very successful Exercise in Cyprus, we were
all very pleased to get away from Barracks for three weeks’
well-earned leave, and though it has not been the best of
summers the weather was not too unkind towards us.
Before leaving we did however see the Advance Party
for Colchester away.
Returning from leave refreshed and raring to go, we
prepared to move to Colchester, which we did on the 27th
August.
We were pleasantly surprised by the location of the
Barracks which, for a change, are only a few minutes’
walk from the town centre.
The Barracks themselves are exceptionally good,
better in fact than those, found in the good stations of
Hong Kong and B.A.O.R.; this scribe feels that should a
few Jowly civilians be invited to visit the Barracks they
could be inducted in to the ranks by seeing the compara
tive luxury in living accommodation and amenities found
in these Barracks. We, in fact, feel rather sorry for those
regiments left behind in Shorncliffe. If the Barracks of
the future are to be all similar to this then we feel that
there should be no shortage of recruits.

SIGNAL PLATOON
Once again we put pen to paper and wil] endeavour to
bring you up to date with our goings on.
The most prominent happening this month is of

course the battalion’s move from Shorncliffe to Colchester.
After the recent Cyprus Exercise most of the platoon went
on block leave (three weeks) and left the stores in the
capable hands of Ptes. Matthews and Parker. On our
return we packed everything ready for the move. We then
packed the stores lock, stock and barrel on to three tonners which made their way to our new home. On the
morning of Wednesday, 29th August, 1962, the platoon
less rear party embussed in private cars (and a few on
three tonners to guard the kit) and away we went. We
have now settled in here at Colchester and are ready to
start some serious training.
During the move up one unfortunate in a private
car had a breakdown in the Blackwall Tunnel. The pas
sengers in the car were not very amused.
Congratulations go to L/Cs Copper, Draper and
Seymour on their recent promotion. We also congratulate
and wish the best of luck to our three new-married mem
bers, namely Cpl. Allen, Ptes. Moyes and Staples.
We will now close down until next month with, we
hope, some more news when we will be well settled in.
“THE RADIO HAMS.”

M.T.

SECTION

August, the last month of summer, is now behind
us; much of the month was spent on leave by the majority
of us. Judging by some of the tales I heard, a good time
was had by all.
The M.T. seem to have setjed down to its new
surroundings in Colchester; maybe that’s a slight over
statement as anyone who walks into the office will find out.
But given a little more time to sort things out we should
have everything running smoothly once again. Sgt. Arnold
and his R.E.M.E. fitters seem very much at home in their
new LAD. I’m quite sure that the output of vehicle repair
will be stepped up now they work in such luxury. Sgt.
Taylor and his Tech. Staff have an equally comfortable
new home and it shouldn’t be long before the spares are
flowing freely again.
We say goodbye to Major Ransley, who has now left
us to take over the Q.M.’s department. We welcome
Captain Shilling, our new M.T.O., to the fold, and hope
that his short stay with us will be happy and one that
he will remember. L/C French has left us to join civvy
street; many of us didn’t get the chance to say goodbye,
so from all of us who didn’t, all the best in civvy life Jeff!
Pte. Jane has taken the place of C.O.’s driver and is
carrying on the traditions of keeping the Staff Car gleam
ing.
Our drivers have been kept hard at it ever since their
return from leave, driving between Colchester and Shorn
cliffe until the main body of the Battalion arrived; many
of them did the journey five times a week and not one
accident report; well done everybody—keep it up! !
The coming month looks like being a busy one as
the Battalion appears to have a very full training pro
gramme, and already we are receiving piles of Transport
Indents. So it looks as if most of the M.T.’s wheels will
be turning and the figure 10 will be a common sight around
Colchester. With this rather worrying thought we leave
you until next month.
R.A.T,
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WARRANT OFFICERS' AND SERGEANTS' MESS
Since we last appeared in Invicta much water has
passed under the bridge and many things and changes have
taken place in the mess.
The most notable changes have been in the “upper
strata” of W.O.s with the departure of R.Q.M.S. Palmer,
who has been promoted W.O. I and taken up the appoint
ment of R.S.M. to 4th Bn. The Buffs (T.A.). Palmer had
been with the Regiment for almost 14 years, of which 12
had been as a mess member. Our Joss is the T.A.’s gain,
and we have noticed a sudden drop in our sales of gin.
The other departure was O.R.Q.M.S. Martin, who has
left us for the School of Infantry, Warminster. His stay
had not been so long as the previous mentioned member
but his departure has none the less been felt in certain
circles.
To step into the two appointments are Frank Denny,
who has left the mysteries of the M.T. for those of the
clothing account, and Tug Wilson, who has taken up the
reins in the Orderly Room. In doing so he has collected
a crown and 10 months’ back pay! ! (I knew his visits to
Records in Exeter had more in them than just social calls.)
Two other arrivals recently have 'been W.O. II Bill
Histed, who has changed places with W.O. II Fred Gooch
in the T.A.; and Bert Townsley, also from the T.A. Other
members who have gone off to the soft luxury of a P.S.I.
job are Bert Simmonds and Jeff Jephcott. It must be good
in the 4th Bn!
While all these moves of individuals has been going
on the mess itself has moved twice. One was a temporary
move to Cyprus and the second was the permanent move
to Meeanee Barracks, Colchester.
Our mess in Meeanee Barracks is like a palace com
pared with the one we left at Shorncliffe. The top two
floors consist mainly of bunks each with its own wash
basin and hot running water, and there are nearly suffi
cient bunks to sleep the entire mess. The ground floor,
consisting of a separate bar, snooker room, ante room,
dining room and kitchen is well laid out although at first
glance it appears that we could well be short of space for
socials. On a social evening our floor space would consist
of the ante room and dining room which are divided by
a wall to wall folding door.
Our first entertainment in the mess will be on 13th
September when we shall be entertaining the Band of
the Queen’s Own Rifles of Canada and the R.S.M.s and
P.M.C.s of local units. No doubt we shall then know what
number of visitors we can afford to entertain at later
functions.
We will be pleased to see any past or present member
who may be passing through Colchester, so if you’re in
this locality please look in and say hello.
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NlEWS FROM THE TERRITORIAL BATTALIONS
4th BATTALION THE BUFFS (T.A.)
RICKET Week and Remembrance Sunday formed the
C
highlights of another “ quiet ” month. With P.S.I.’s
on block leave for three weeks we began to feel the strain
and we all hope they thoroughly enjoyed their spot of wellearned leave.
In between phases I and II of Canterbury Cricket
Week The Buffs battalions managed to sandwich the annual
contest against 257 (Sussex Yeomanry) Regt. R.A. (T.A.),
at Cranbrook. 5 Bull's supported us magnificently but, alas,
our affiliated gunners gave us an awful beating and we with
drew from the field gnashing our eyebrows and mouthing
threats about “ next year
We view the future without
trepidation, however—we are a four battalion Brigade, re
member.
August has also been a Carnival month and Com
panies have vied with one another in an attempt to rally
new blood to the Royal Standard. If a cup were to be
presented for “ sailing near the wind ” surely “A” Com
pany should receive it for parading a rival beauty queen,
snatched the night before from a local dance hall. More
dark deeds and faint hearts not winning fair maids is what
we want these days. By the way, the next N.C.O.'s pro
motion exam is on 16th December, 1962.
It is a pleasure to congratulate Mr. Mansell-Lewis on
passing the Officer Selection Board recently. From LanceJack to “Sir” via Stanford, P.T.A., and Mt. Snowdon. Come
aboard young sir and welcome to the brotherhood.
A COMPANY

The month opened as one might say—with 15 days to
Carnival Day: pun not intended. Plans were laid well in
advance but last minute complications tended to put nerves
on edge. The challenge by 'No. 3 Coy. Beds, and Herts.
Regt. to contest their Carnival Queen (Territorial Army
Magazine July issue) was accepted by “A” Company and
it was decided to kidnap a beauty for the Whitstable
Carnival from the dance being held on August Monday
to pick the Carnival Queen for the town. A raiding party,
Sgt. Harold Cope, Ptes. Silcock and Goldsworthy, led by
2/Lt. Andy Helbing, burst into the ballroom at the Marine
Hotel, whilst the judging was in progress, and greedily
whipped away their victim. The under-cover man a few
minutes before had recced the inside, then quietly slipped
out to tip off “ who and where”—so much so that the girl—
Miss Anne Butcher, disappeared almost without notice.
Afterwards, when the idea was explained, she agreed to
carry on with the plan. At Whitstable Carnival, on the
15th August, Miss Anne Butcher was presented as “A”
Company Carnival Queen and as far as we can say (with
carnival dates running out) the only one in the battalion.
Needless to say, we intend to re-represent her in the Faversham Carnival in November.
Training has carried on as usual if not more vigor
ously with “Andy’s ” hardy annuals pressing on with their
fitness marches in preparation for the Middlesex Tough
Training Competition. The week-end 25/26th was spent
in watermanship training with Sunday being devoted to
the practical side at Upnor Pool in the Medway Reaches,
with the R.E.’s of 211 (Thames and Medway) Sqdn., R.E.
In spite of much water shipped aboard to great discomfort,

there prevailed an enthusiasm for training of another kind.
We trust that there will not be any requests for transfer
to the R.E.’s (what peculiar people these R.E.’s are: heard
at Upnor after boat drill—“ I declare, that I have not got
in my possession, any paddles, life jackets, boats or out
board motors, sir.”).
In the serious mood, the coy’s visit to the boys with
the boats was appreciated on both sides and it would ap
pear that the Royal Engineers much enjoy training with
infantry elements. We are all agreed that this sort of
training should be done more often.
C COMPANY

After a comparatively quiet period whilst our energy
has been concentrated more on holidays, motor cycles and
girl friends (though not necessarily in that order) we have
turned again to military activities and look forward to
fairly intensive training in the autumn.
The first training week-end since camp (other than
classification practice) consisted of Exercise “ Treasure
Island ” in which the Company, together with a number of
volunteers from other companies “ invaded the Isle of
Wight ”. The Wights, or inhabitants of the island were re
ported to be in a state of rebellion and to be supported by
the local police and T.A. in the form of “B” Company 4/5
R. Hants. Six patrols were landed at Ryde during the
evening with instructions to find their way by different
routes to a point in the middle of the island and establish
a firm base. No doubt the suggestion of a liquid prize at
the objective spurred on the patrols for the first to finish
the 10-mile course arrived in less than four hours. C.S.M.
White arrived on his own a few minutes later, within smell
of the beer but unfortunately was disqualified as the rest of
his patrol had been captured. Congratulations to the
winners, 2/Lt. Copland and his patrol for their speed, navi
gation in total darkness in strange country and successfully
evading the enemy patrols.
A special mention for Privates Wright and Jupe who
covered the last stage of the journey on their own without
a map. A remarkable feat but obviously their homing
instincts are strongest when beer is the prize.
Our P.S.I., C.S.M. Bill Histed, has left us to return
to the 1st Bn. where he will no doubt become the pillar
of the other “C” Company. Our thanks to him for all
his help and also welcome to Sgt. Jephcott, his replacement
who has already sampled the rigours of T.A. training on
Exercise Treasure Island.
I) COMPANY

The most interesting task of the training month has
been watermanship practice. L/Cpl. MacDonnell seemed
to be the main expert, and on the first crossing of the
canal saved the situation. Training evenings were devoted
to the same subject in spite of the rain, working on the
principle that one might as well train in the rain and get
used to getting wet. To the Coy. Comdr’s surprise nobody
fell in the drink. On Sunday, 19th, we moved up to
the north bank carrying Recce boats Mk. 3, inflated the
craft, crossed the canal and fired the brens after an
invigorating march to the firing point.
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During the morning we went to sea and practised
embarking and disembarking in a fairly choppy sea.
We have laboured under the loss of our P.S.I. this
month, Sgt. Jordan having a well-earned spell of leave.
Sgt.-Maj. Hunt has been away sick and attended the Cadets
Annual Camp. Sgts. Burvill and McGinley have therefore
been especially busy preparing for inspection of arms and
keeping up the tempo of training. It has been quite a
strain keeping up interest and working on a long-term plan
to ensure all ranks receive the training they must have to
reach the standards we expect. Our first-aid team have a
first-class instructor in Sgt. Beardmore, but the time they
are all able to devote to this important subject is far too
short. We trust they do well in October when the Brigade
Competition is scheduled to be held.

“D ” Company are holding their Company DinnerDance at the Continental Wampach again, on October 26th,
and applications for tickets are coming in fast.
At Cranbrook we welcome Sgt. Simmons, our new
P.S.I. filling the shoes of Sgt. Harris who has gone to
Germany. We wish them well. Sgts. Miller, Packham and
Roberts are busy training the new boys at this country
establishment, and we look forward to a bright new future
for this far-flung outpost. Classification is still under way,
men are classifying in the upper brackets, and we expect
this to continue.
By all accounts September and October are going to
be even more hectic. We must bid you adieu as we
watch the Coy. Commander pushing out the boat, Recce
Mk. 3 rubber inflating.

5th BATTALION THE BUFFS (T.A.)
INCE the last issue of “ Invicta ” news has come of
S
the appointment to a Territorial Army Commission
of Captain John Roberts, late Devonshire Regiment, who
will be well-known to those who served with 1st
Battalion The Buffs in Kenya. John Roberts will be
Detachment Commander at Sandwich where he is already
on the staff of the Sir Roger Manwood’s School and is a
most welcome addition to the Battalion. Similarly, we
hope quite soon to be able to welcome the Rev. Peter
Lloyd from Walmer as our Chaplain and successor to the
Rev. Bob Wood.
August saw a detachment under command of Major
Robin Wright at Canterbury for the annual Remembrance
Day service. Once more we were blessed with splendid
weather and the occasion was unique from our point of
view as Maj.-Gen. D. E. B. Talbot, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O.,
M.C., Deputy Colonel of the Regiment, presented Terri
torial Efficiency Medals to W.O. II (R.Q.M.S.) Bond and
W.O. II (C.S.M.) Lillicrap, both of H.Q. Company, and
Sgt. Dennis, C Company. Photographs of the presentations
appear elsewhere.
The summer is the time for courses and attachments,
as well as for leave, and there has been a very brisk trade
this month. Major Peter Evans and Cpl. K. Castle have
gone to B.A.O.R. for training with the 1st Battalion King’s
Shropshire Light Infantry, accompanied by a blaze of
publicity and leaving behind a slightly perturbed Adjutant
(who could not recall whether he had successfully com
pleted ALL the parts of F. Mov 164 or not!); Cpls. Milham
and ,Newman have been at the R.A.M.C. Training Centre
for a First Aid Course and Captain Dick Hollies took a
large party to Shorncliffe for attachment to the 5th Bat
talion The Loyal Regiment (T.A.). We hope they are all
enjoying their various activities and look forward to seeing
them on completion of their training.
Leave has claimed the Commanding Officer, the Train
ing Major and the Adjutant, as well as members of the
Orderly Room staff. Captain George Faulkner has re
turned from sick leave and is just in time for the full
onslaught of the annual Vehicle Inspection!
The T.A.E.R. file is already bulging and may well go
into volume II before the end of the year. The net result

of the Adjutant’s researches into this rather bewildering
subject has been the acceptance so far of one Officer and
nine other ranks for Emergency Reserve Service; other
applications are pending but there will be no prizes for a
forecast of the eventual results.
Training is concentrated on completion of rangework
and in preparation for the Battalion Patrol Competition
and already various Companies have been tackling arduous
treks in anticipation of the worst. Even Cpl. Weir ex
changed the typewriter for the compass in a flurry of
patrol activity. C and D Companies combined for their
annual water sports at Aldington and spent a successful
day—at least no one got too wet.
Future events will include exercise “ Kandy ”, and
an Officers’ Study week-end at Eastbourne and thence on
to the Annual Inspection in November.

Photo: 'Isle of Thonet Gazette

W.O. II Lilicrap receiving his Territorial Efficiency Medal
from the Deputy Colonel on Remembrance Sunday at
Canterbury.
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Photo: Isle Of Thanet Gazette

Photo; iKent Messenger

Two other recipients of the Territorial Efficiency Meclal, (L) Spt. Dennis (R) W.O. II
Bond, taken at Canterbury on Remembrance Sunday.
A COMPANY

A very quiet month on the whole with the August
Bank Holiday providing, in some cases, a welcome break
from routine. The weather turned out to be rather good
for a change, for August Bank Holidays normally spell rain
for one and all. The 12th August saw the company par
taking in the Remembrance Parade at Canterbury. Every
thing seemed to go off well and many of the company met
old friends as one is apt to do on such occasions. Rest
assured that the odd pint was downed and that memories
were recalled.
The remaining week-ends were devoted to shooting
but sad to relate, our numbers could be far more encourag
ing in this respect.
Three of our members have gone to the 5th Bn. The
Loyal Regt. (T.A.) at Dibgate Camp, namely Capt. Hollies,
Cpl. Spinner and Pte. Emms. They are indeed blessed
with good weather and we hear that they are being kept
really busy.
Our thoughts also turn to Cpl. Ken Castle now in
Germany with a regular unit. He went off at the crack
of dawn, but even this didn’t dampen his obvious enthusi
asm. Needless to say, his keenness and bearing will uphold
the name of the Regiment whatever he may be asked to
do. We look forward to hearing from him. So we now
look forward to a really busy month in September with
Exercise Kandy foremost in our minds.
B COMPANY

Sunday, the 12th, saw a very enjoyable Remembrance
Day Parade at Canterbury. Congratulations to Cpls.
Tvvyman, Palser and L/c Pressley on being accepted for
the T.A.E.R.; that £150 doesn’t seem far away now, the
question is how long will the lolly last. Congratulations
to Lt. Dineley on being the only officer to be accepted
from the Bn.

We welcome to the Coy. Ptes. Downes, Bates, Flanigan
and Allen (Mickey Mouse is now thinking of joining us as
well) and hope their stay will be long and enjoyable on
both sides.
Kuth-um-hogia.
C COMPANY

We are now safely installed with our Company H.Q.
at Deal under our new Company Commander, Maj. Evans,
who has seen long service with the Lancashire Fusiliers,
both as a war-time officer and at a Territorial.
Last month we said good-bye to Colour Sergeant
Dennis, after many years with this Company. Before he
left, the Sergeants’ Mess presented him with a magnificent
mounted barometer, very apt considering his job in Civvy
Street!
The last two months have been spent doing varied
training. On June 23rd, members of the Company watched
the Presentation of new Colours to the 1st Battalion at
Folkestone. We were all greatly impressed and wish to
express our sincere thanks to the 1st Battalion through
these columns.
The Company acted as judges for the final stages of the
Brigade M.T. Rally at Shorncliffe, and enjoyed a happy
week-end in uniform.
The 3in. Mortar team did not meet with the hoped
for success at Canterbury on July 21st, but there is always
next year. The rest of the month has 'been occupied with
routine training mostly on the ranges firing off classification.
We welcome Private Moore, Brookes and Latham to
Deal and Privates Warman and Kemp to Sandwich De
tachment, and we hope that their stay will be a long and
happy one. Congratulations to L/Cpl. Townley on the
new addition to his family.
We look forward with interest to a week-end exercise
with D Company, in which both our own and the assault
boats of 4th Battalion will be used.
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D COMPANY

First of all I would like to welcome to the Company
ranks Pte. Gill, and wish him, on behalf of all ranks here
at Dover, a long, happy and profitable stay with us. The
week-end of 18/19th saw us, together with the elements
of C Coy., the Assault Pioneers of the Bn. and the
Pioneers of 4th Bn., hard at it having a good time
down at Aldington. During the 48 hours we were in
structed in the use of assault craft, how to carry out section
and platoon attacks correctly and, most enjoyable of all,
how to “ de-bag ” a Sergeant, who’d best be nameless, the
only printable comment made at the time was, “ Throw him
in the bullrushes and call him ‘Moses’.”
Yet another week-end was spent on Lydden Spout
ranges and the Company members stood or fell by what
they had said they could do once they were on the range.
On the Saturday evening the whole Company accepted an
invitation from the Royal Engineers (T.A.) to attend their
troop dance. The enjoyment of the evening was further
enhanced by the presence of the Commanding Officer, Lt.Col. Cobb, T. D. and Mrs. Cobb. After the dance the
W.O.’s and Sergeants’ Mess here was visited by the C.O.
and Mrs. Cobb and further fun was added to the evening’s
entertainment. One Mess member, having enjoyed him
self but not too wisely, bid “ good night ” to a lady in the
Mess in a most forthright and courageous manner. Could
this be a precedent? We wonder.
Yet another season of soccer is upon us and we of

4 th /5 th
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UGUST is a month for relaxation and holidays, a
A
month of change, the month which comes between
high summer and autumn when the man in the street
gathers strength for the coming winter.
August for the Battalion.

This has been

For a few there has been a chance of relaxation, a
welcome week-end at home in flannels rather than battle
dress; holidays have depleted our attendances at our drill
nights; it has been a month of changes too. Major Charles
Willis who has been our training Major for just on two
years has left us for a quieter job behind a desk in Ger
many. It does not seem so long since we welcomed him
to the Battalion and now we must thank him for all that
he has done for us. We hope that both he and Mrs. Willis
will have a most enjoyable tour in Germany and we can
assure them of a warm welcome when they return to this
part of the country.
The last days of July saw one of the more ambitious
exercises that this Battalion has run. Some 60 officers and
other ranks travelled to the West Country by a most
diverse collection of transport that the War Office could
assemble to practise amphibious warfare on Lundy Island.
Lundy has a special place in our hearts for it was the
home of L/Cpl. Harman who won the V.C. at Kohima
with the 4th Battalion. Fuller reports of the exercise ap
pear elsewhere but your editor must pay tribute to H.Q.
Company who conceived and organised the week-end, to

“ Delta ” Coy. hereby throw down the gauntlet to all and
sundry, it’s all a question of whether we get tired of taking
the ball out of the net before the opposition get tired of
putting it in. Any offers to our P.S.I. At the moment
the Coy. are practising for the Bn. patrol competition and
it seems as though the Section to represent the Company
will not be drawn from the best, as all are equal, but from
the personnel whose working hours allow them to attend.
In any event here’s “Good Luck” to them when the time
comes.
Enough for this month.
“ Chota Sahib ”,
H.Q. COMPANY

The Company patrol competition was won by the
Signal PI. despite opposition from a herd of young cows
who rather alarmed the No. 2 on the Bren (who says you
can’t jump a 5ft. fence carrying a Bren gun!). Cpl. Milham,
who commanded the patrol, has now taken up another
occupation and is now the Platoons first-aid instructor, so
we hope to learn a lot in the near future. New recruit Pte.
Howe took part in the patrol competition and L/c W. Currie
and Pte. Cullen have now returned from a week’s training
at Dibgate, so we should now get up to date on signal
procedure.
In spite of the S/Sgt. week’s holiday the M.T. continues
to function with its usual efficiency. We wish Tiffy (Norton
a speedy recovery.

ROYAL

WEST KENT REGT.

(T.A.)

18 Coy. R.A.S.C. and the Waterborne Transport Group
R.A.S.C. who lent the DUKWS and an L.C.T. and most
particularly to Albion Harman for inviting us to visit his
island and for the warmth of his welcome.
The months ahead point to the wisdom of a quiet
August. They promise many energetic week-ends. Major
John French joins us next month as our new Training
Major. He has probably been devising schemes during his
leave to keep us even busier than usual.
HEADQUARTER COMPANY

As indicated at the end of our last report, we finished
off our training in July with another week-end visit to
Lundy in the Bristol Channel. The object of this visit
was to practise an assault landing in support of a friendly
power, and to pay tribute to the memory of those members
of the Regiment who died in the defence of Kohima.
Such an exercise takes many months of planning and
organising when you are a Territorial and have to do it in
between periods of working for your living, and it was
therefore very gratifying to see everything going very
smoothly. The only time there was any slight anxiety
was when the party arrived at Waterloo Station at mid
night on the Friday and nobody of British Railways knew
anything about reserved seats for 50 officers and men of
the Royal West Kent Regt. However, our waving a little
piece of paper signed “ Major General, Chief of Staff ” had
the same effect as waving a magic wand and in no time
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at all people were racing up and down the platform sticking
“ Reserved ” notices on everything and anything they could
lay their hands on!
The exercise is fully reported elsewhere but mention
must be made of the sterling efforts of C.S.M. Passey and
Cpl. Locke of H.Q. Coy., and Cpl. Williams of A Coy.
who made all the arangements. Major Gill gave them the
benefit of his experience and advice and from then on they
were on their own. We probably fed better on Lundy
Island than on any other exercise since the war. The
end of such an exercise is always an anti-climax and the
prospect of return to work on a Monday morning will
“ brown-off” many a Territorial. We were all uplifted
when we arrived back from London when Mr. May pro
duced the silver cup which had been won by our entry
in the Tonbridge Carnival. The entry, a “ Recruiting
Float ” was the brain child of our P.S.I. Sgt. Roy Mead.
Since camp. Sgt. Watson, Cpl. Rogers and Mr. Fred
Jezard have put in a terrific amount of work to help Sgt.
Mead to put his idea into reality. We must not forget too
Sgt. Johnny Mace of the 1st Battalion and a former P.S.I.
who did some of his inimitable sign writing. We must
congratulate them all on their work and the success they
won in the face of opposition from several Regular Bat
talions (including, dare we say, our 1st Battalion).
So July ended and we were able to relax. The Coy.
Commander went on leave with a wistful look in his eyes
murmuring that he was off to kiss the Blarney Stone. We
understand that his favourite brewer in the Emerald Isle is
Murphy, so that accounts for his fine form on his return.
SIGNALS PLATOON

The highlight of the month was undoubtedly the annual
cricket match against the Tonbridge School Employees
Social Club arranged by Sgt. Sales. Because of holidays
our members were reinforced by players from local cricket
clubs—this may have contributed to our narrow win. Our
star batsman was Sgt. Goodrich who also captained the
side. The Cpl. who was content to just block the ball
and not attempt anything so energetic as running was part
nered by a keen youngster who hit out at anything and
urged the unfortunate corporal to “ run like hell, we’ll get
a quick two runs here ”. As always the Social Club proved
excellent hosts and provided a first-class tea.
Although quite a few of the members of the platoon
have been absent this month we still get the regular old
lags turning up each drill night so training has not been
entirely neglected. Pte. Collins has temporarily avoided
the R.S.O.’s endeavours to press gang him into the Signals
Platoon and states quite emphatically “ They won’t get me
in the Signals—I have had enough of lugging----- wireless
sets around when I did my National Service.” Knowing the
R.S.O.’s perseverance he will no doubt eventually be join
ing the rest of the layabouts in the platoon.
B COMPANY (ST. MARY CRAY)

Despite August being the height of the holiday season,
attendances have kept up quite well which should be an
encouraging sign for the period ahead. Week-ends next
month and in October are almost fully booked for many
members, and we particularly hope for a full turnout for
the T.A. Documentation Exercise on 15/16th September.
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Six of our members enjoyed an active week-end on
Lundy Island at the end of July and were fortunate in
having fine weather. From all reports the training was
carried out with enthusiasm and everyone looks forward to
a repeat effort next year if this can be arranged.
Our First Aid Team has now been selected and train
ing is being ably directed by Sgt. Hawkes. It is hoped that
the company will put up a creditable performance and at
long last, win the Bn. Competition. If not, it will not be
for the want of trying.
Several members of the Company have been on holi
day, including our P.S.I. Sgt. Ralph Chitticks. We trust
they are returning with renewed vigour for bigger and
better exercises.
B COMPANY (ERITH)

In spite of holidays this detachment has spent a very
active month. The first week and the Sunday after the
Bank Holiday week-end saw hurried preparations and
polishing for our display and demonstrations for the Towns
annual Bank Holiday do. This was rained off to our intense
disappointment. The Mobat was then withdrawn and the
team trained in its use is eagerly awaiting the arrival of
the D.P. Bat promised as a substitute. We hope that when
this arrives it will be mobile.
During the week-end 18/19th August, five of our
number supported “A” Coy’s exercise down Sittingbourne
way. Sgt. Wake was, we are told, a menace with the
bren and L/Cpl. Walker achieved an unequalled record by
being captured half-a-dozen times during the night. The
Thursday before we all patrolled Erith Marshes in search
of a tin of “Uranium” which was borne in triumph back to
the Drill Hall by L/Cpl. Walker’s “Erith Army” patrol. The
“Kent Terrorists” consisting of the older soldiers, reached
the Drill Hall in pursuit ten minutes later at 23.30 hrs.
Beer and stories finally finished at 03.00 hrs. Sunday,
26th was devoted to driving instruction and other training
including the preparation of the detachment’s secret weapon
of which more later.
Tuesday, 28th, saw an invitation by the local Branch
of the British Legion who meet here on Wednesday’s and
we regret to record that a closely contested .22 match was
lost while the darts were won.
It is impossible to write this without recording that
the band’s noise appears to have improved in quality; it has
certainly increased in volume.
C COMPANY (SEVENOAKS)

August has seen the Company engaged in somewhat
mundane training, training with an eye on the rather full
programme taking us up to December; only with the
greatest difficulty can one foresee a week-end in civilsed
circumstances even discounting the First Aid Competitions
and M.T. Trials.
Cpl. Chapman obviously enjoyed his annual camp
attached to the Cadet Bns. of the Queen’s Own together
with Sgt. Rump. The latter has since held forth on some
finer points of Infantry Training on which we are reserving
our decision.
A representative detail under C.S.M. Jones turned out
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in support of the Remembrance Day Parade at Canterbury
on 12th August.
C.S.M. Eastap, our P.S.I., has now resumed his ener
getic support in the Company following the long leave
(which he maintains is only half of his annual entitlement).
Congratulations to Cpl. Chapman and L/Cpl. Steer on
their recent promotions. Commiserations to Sgt. Bateman
who was compelled to report sick for a week following the
practice ministrations of the First Aid Team.
We should have a most interesting news sheet in
September assuming there is time to write it and we
have not been self-converted to Ever Readies; so far we
can see we were hardly ever otherwise.
D COMPANY (PENGE)

As far as “D ” Coy is concerned, the main news of
August is that the rebuilding of our Drill Hall has now
progressed to the extent of having an armoury again. So
we have weapons, just like real soldiers, which is going to
save a lot of explanations to recruits, and should also make
training programmes a little simpler to arrange now that
the arms convoy to and from St. Mary Cray can be dis
pensed with. At present two courses are being run, one for
Riflemen and one for potential N.C.O.’s and although week
end training has been difficult to arrange during the holiday
months, the Potential N.C.O.’s spent a day map reading,
which included a quite remarkable demonstration of how
to get lost whilst following a main road.
A social evening was held on the 25th August, at
which Captain and Mrs. Morley-Jacob were presented with
a wedding present from the Company, Major Innes with
a tankard and Cpl. Hart with the Georgie Wood Efficiency
Cup. Congratulations also go to Cpl. Hart and Cpl. Mudd
on their second stripes and to our new C.S.M. Arthur
Lowes on his promotion from Sgt.
We also welcome two new recruits, Ptes. Healey and
Krepper which brings our total to six since camp. How
ever, the T.A. has obviously succeeded in making the Army
too attractive to Pte. John Doe, who is leaving us to
become a regular.
The main event next month will be our Open Day
on the 22nd September, designed to show us to our public
and of course to attract several hundred recruits, and will
end up with a dance in the evening.
Finally, we congratulate the Godwyn family on their
recent increase of daughters.
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YOU
TH E

A MEMBER
REGIMENTAL

ASSO CIATIO N ?

Why
your
help
is needed . . .
You may th in k it is unbelievable that
there are still m any cases of great hardship
am ong ex-soldiers and their dependants that
cannot be helped by official schemes of relief,
but it is a tru e fact.
T he Army Benevolent F u n d is the paren t
body of all regim ental charities and provides
financial aid to those charities which give
personal attention to individual cases in need
and eases of real h ardship where it is
im possible to raise life above a bare restricted
existence.
Y our help is badly needed because the
calls on this F und are increasing consider- ,
ably.
Please give all you can afford as a token
of gratitude to the m en who gave so m uch
for you.
i

SUPPORT

THE

ARMY BENEVOLENT
FUND
P a tro n : HIS LATE MAJESTY THE KING
Q D onations m ay be sent to T he P resident, The
Army B enevolent Fund, 20 G rosvenor Place,
London, S.W.l, or paid into any B ank in
G reat B ritain or N orthern Irelan d .
Registered U nder The W ar C harities Act, 1940
This space donated by : —
W. NASH LTD., ST. PAULS CRAY, KENT
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THE REGIMENTAL
THE QUEEN'S OWN

ASSOCIATION
THE

BUFFS,

ROYAL KENT

REGIMENT

H er R oyal H ighness P rincess M arin a, D uchess of K ent, C .I., G.C.V.O., G.B.B.
His M ajesty K ing F re d rik IX , K .G ., K in g of D en m ark
P re s id e n t: M aJ.-G en. D. E. B. T alb o t, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C.
Vice P re s id e n t: M aJ.-G en. R. W. C raddock. C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O.
C h airm a n : Lt.-Col. H. N. E dw ards, M .B.E., D.L.
V ice-C hairm an: Lt.-Col. E. V. A rgles
S e c re ta ry : Col. H. R. G race, O.B.E.
H e a d q u a rte rs: Old In f a n tr y B arraoks, C an terb u ry , K e n t.
BRANCHES
B ra n ch
A shford

...........................

C h airm an
M r. A. M ills

S e c re ta ry
...............

B righton ...........................

W alk, A shford, K en t.
M aj. R, J . R o b ertso n M r. W. K insey, 44 R oth erfleld C rescent, B rig h to n .

Brom ley

M r. R. F . W ilks

...........................

C atfo rd & D is tric t

..

M r. H. W oolnough, 5 H olligrave R oad, B rom ley.

te rb u ry .
M r. R. J. P in d e r ----- M r. S. R. Y oung, 23 A sh b u rn h am P lace, L ondon,
S.E.10.
M r. S. L. Thom pson Mr. H. D. W ilkins, M .B.E., H are an d H ounds,
340 H igh S treet, R ochester.

C h ath am

.......................

D en m ark

....................... M aj.

S o u th -E ast D o rset

___

W.

M. Iversen.
K .D., M.V.O.
B. S h o rtei M r. G. S au n d ers, 40 L inks R oad, W estham . Wey.. M aj.
m o u th .
M r. G. Bowcock ___ M r. R . G. S m ith, 27 M ayfield Avenue, D over.
H.

M r. F . H. B utto n , 4 H o b a rt C rescent, B uckland
Folkestone, H ythe a n d B rig. R. F. P a rry ,
D istric t
E sta te , Dover.
m .c .:
Col. R. O. P u lv erm an .
O.B.E.

M eeting D ates an d Places.
F ir s t S a tu rd a y in each m ont
R oad, 7 p.m .
Si
Social Club, T h e College, D itching R oad,
B rig h to n , 7.30 p.m.
L a st S a tu rd a y in each m onth, 8 p.m ., U nited S er
vice Club, B rom ley.
F o u rth F rid a y in e ac h m o n th , Leros T.A. C entre,
S tu rry R oad, 8 p.m .
Second F rid a y in e ac h m o n th , T he P rin c e of
W ales, P e rry R ise, F o rest Hill, S.E.23.
F ir s t M onday in each m o n th , 7.30 p.m ., a t The
H are a nd H ounds, 340 H igh S tre e t, R ochester,
(P hone C h a th a m 4-3878).
F ir s t T uesday in m o n th s O ctober-M ay, R e s ta u ra n t
Jo sty , Pille Alle 14a, C openhagen.
L a s t Thursday^ in M arch, J u n e, Septem ber, D ecember, W yke H otel, W yke R egis, W eym outh, 8 p.m .
f i r s t T h u rsd a y in each m onth, D rill H all, Liverpool
S tre e t, 7.45 p.m .
Second F rid a y in e ac h m onth, D rill H all, Shellon
s tr e e t, F olkestone, a t 7.45 p.m .

W est, G ravesend, K ent.

H otel, S tu a rt R oad, G ravesend,
Second M onday in each m o n th , B ritish Legion
Club, M ay Lodge, 8 p.m.
M r. L. K in g ............... M r. R . G. Ashby, 38 Loncin M ead A venue, New T h ird S a tu rd a y in each m o n th , T he P hoenix, 14,
Haw, W eybridge, S u rrey ,
P alace S tre e t, L ondon. S .W .l, a t 7.30 p.m.
Bnruce, “ In v ic ta ”, A lbany R oad, R ay- L a st F rid a y in each m o n th . T h e C ra n b o u rn , 1
M r. L. R em fry ........... M aj. C. W . B
leigh, Essex.
U pper S tre e t, S t. M a rtin ’s L ane, L eicester
S quare, W.C.2.
T h ird S a tu rd a y in e ac h m o n th , B ritish Legion
M r. F . J . Cox . . . . M r. H. A. J . B rand, 83 D eice R oad, R ochester.
Club, S outhill B arra ck s, C h ath am , 7.30 p.m .
T h ird T h u rsd a y in each m onth, D rill H all, V ictoria
M aj. W . T. J a r m a n . . M r. H. In g ra m , 7 H a stin g s Avenue, M arg ate.
R oad, 8 p.m.
T h ird F rid a y in J a n ., M ar., J u n e, Sept., a t T.A.
M r. H. W. M axlow . . M r. J . A. W atson, 114 P la in s Ave., M aidatone.
C entre, U nion S tree t. M aidston e.
T h ird F rid a y in each m o n th a t D rill H all.
M r. J . R. Hogben . . . . Mr. H . E. Joy, 8 Bellvue Ave., R am sg a te .
R am sgate, 8 p.m .
L ed n er ...........M r. H. T ay lor, 19 P a ra d ise Row, Sandw ich.
F ir s t T uesday in each m o n th , D rill H all, 8 p.m .
M r. T. S. B ow yer . . . . M r. G. C hipperfleld, c/o T.A. C entre, Argyle R oad, L a st T h u rsd a y in each m o n th , 8 p.m ., D rill H all,
Sevenoaks.
Argyle R oad, Sevenoaks.
irs t F rid a y in e ac h m onth, D rill H all, Crown
Col. D. J. D ean, V.C.,
Q uay Lane, 7.30 p.m .
O.B.E., T.D., D.L., J.P .
T h ird W ednesday of e a c h m o n th , T.A. C entre,
M aj. N. S. C. Elm slie M r. F. Jez z ard , 2 M ilton G ardens, T onbridge.
A vebury A venue, Tonbridge.
H a w k h u rst Sub-A rea. T h ird T h u rsd a y in each
Lt.-Col. J. E. C larke,
M.B.E.
m o n th , B ritish Legion House, H aw k h u rst, 7.45
p.m .
THE FOLLOW ING ARE AFFILIA TED TO THE ASSOCIATION
dens, H ern e B ay,

L ondon (T h e Buffs) . .
London (Q ueen’s Own)
M edway

.......................

M arg ate

...........................

M aidstone

.......................

R am sg ate

.......................

Sevenoaks

.......................

S ittin g b o u rn e

..............

T onbridge &
T u n b rid g e Wells
W eald ...............................

Buffs
6th (S) B atta lio n
Q ueen’s Own
6th B a tta lio n ..............
7th B a tta lio n

..............

8th B a tta lio n ..............
10th B a tta lio n ..........
11th B a tta lio n ..........
20th

(L ondon)

B ra n ch
C an terb u ry

..........

...................

M r. R . W. B illings, 14 H o rn fa ir R oad, C h arlto n ,
To be notified.
S.E.7.
M r. C. Sayers, 59 G ra sm ere G ard en s, O rp ington,
Lt.-Col. G. K.
D e fra te s, D.S.O., M.C.,
K en t.
M aj. E. G oodm an . . . . M r. T . S hepherd, 492 D ow nham W ay, B rom ley,
K e n t.

A nnual D in n e r as notified in " I n v ic ta ” .
Col. D. J. M cLelland
T.D

London

...........................

M rs. M. E. Odell -----

M edway

...........................

M rs. K ing H o lt ...........

.......................

M rs. J . R. H ogben . .

Sittingbourne

...............

H ouse, G rove P a rk , S.E.12.

LADIES’ GUILDS
S e c re ta ry
C h airm a n
M rs. E. V. A rgles ----- M rs. H allad ay , 5 S u rre y R oad, C an terb u ry .
M rs. J . C rookenden.
J.P .

R am sg ate

R eunions a n n u a lly in M arch o r April, as notified
in Press a n d ‘T n v ic ta ” .

M aj. B. B ergl ...............

...............................

Dover

A nnual D in n e r in O ctober a s notified in In v ic ta .
R eunion D in n e r 1st S a tu rd a y in O ctober.

M rs. M. E. Dean . . . .

M eeting D ates a n d Places.
F ir s t T h u rsd a y in e ac h m o n th , Leros T.A. C entre,
S tu rry R oad, 3 p.m .
M rs. D. A. Johncock, 166, H eathfleld Avenue, F ir s t T h u rsd a y in each m o n th , D rill H all, LlverD over.
pool S tree t, D over, a t 3 p.m .
M rs. K ay M antell, 5 Page Place, F olkestone.
E very o th e r W ednesday, D rill H all, Shellon*
S tree t, F olkestone, 3.30 p.m .
M rs. M. J . D alglelsh, W oodville, HIghw ood Hill, F ir s t S a tu rd a y in each m o n th . T h e P hoenix,
London, N.W.7.
P alace S tree t, W estm inster, S .W .l, 6.30 p.m .
F o u rth T uesday in each m o n th , F o re s te rs ’ H all,
K en t.
K in g S tree t, G illingham . 2.30 p.m .
M rs. H a n n , 7 M arlborough R oad, R am sg ate.
F ir s t F rid a y in e ac h m o n th , D rill H all, W ilsons
R oad, 7.30 p.m .
M rs. I. N a im s, is . W est L ane, B lttingbourne.
T h ird W ednesday in each m o n th , D rill H all.
Crow n Q uay L ane, S ittin g b o u rn e , 6.45 p.m
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THE

REGIMENTAL

ASSOCIATION

NEWS PROM THE BRANCHES
LONDON

(BUFFS)

The Branch monthly meeting was held at the Phoenix
on Saturday, 18th August, 1962.
The attendance (for August) was remarkable. Fifteen
members, of whom five were accompanied by their wives,
sat down to a very pleasant meeting and social evening.
Before opening the meeting the Chairman asked those
present to stand in silence in memory of the late Mr. Cyril
Hudson, who passed away suddenly. Cyril will be well
remembered by the Drummers of the 2nd Battalion. His
brother Frank was at the meeting with his wife.
As our Chairman and Vice-Chairman were unable
to be present, the meeting was presided over by VicePresident Bob Billings. He has had plenty of practice in
the chair, so everything went well.
The Minutes of the last meeting were confirmed and
signed.
There was little business to conduct, but those present
were unanimous in their thanks to the Regimental Secre
tary for the arrangements made for Canterbury Sunday
and a letter of thanks was sent to him on their behalf.
We hope to be back at full strength for our September
meeting and to see all our wealthy holidaymakers nicely
bronzed and in the mood to prepare for our Christmas
festivities, which will soon be upon us.
There being nothing else to report we close down with
best wishes to all Queen’s Own Buffs.
DON.

LONDON (Queen's Own)
Our meeting held on 31st August found 36 members
and wives at the Cranbourne. It was pleasing to see Col.
“Rajah” Sinclair-Brooke with us again, and the meeting
was enlivened by varied reports on recent news.
We are pleased to know our old friend, Robert Wilks,
Chairman of Bromley, and member of goodness knows
how many other branches, is now beginning to improve
in health. He has been in hospital and we hope it is not
long ere you are back in harness, Robert. To that other
old warrior of Bromley, Mr. George “Iwuzzthayre”
Cockell, we send good wishes on his retirement from
Secretary of the Branch. George has been a mainstay of
Bromley for many years, and we all hope his successor,
Mr. Woolnough, who has been Treasurer for some time,
continues the god work for many years to come.
We are continuing our good progress under the leader
ship of Len Remfry. Having won the Standard Bearer com
petition, due to Ted Tickner’s gallant efforts we now
possess the Association Darts Cup, certainly a most im
posing piece, won by our darts team in the final on 12th
August at the Canterbury Re-union. We congratulate our
skipper, John Newton, and his team, most heartily on their
victories in the semi-final and final of the competition.
The team consisted of the skipper himself, Tiny
Colton, Charles Lewis, Tom Silk, Tom Buckle, Alf Whelan,

Joe Banks, and our marker, “Canter” Donaldson. In the
semi-final we won by 2-1 and the final against Ramsgate
by three legs to one. The teams and supporters had a
really wonderful time in the Sgts’. Mess after the match,
the cup filled with Haig and after a bit of “Twist” allied
to a “Conga” and a “Knees up” with a lady called “Mrs.
Brown”, the whole party went back to town with extremely
high praise for the R.S.M. and all members of the Sgts’.
Mess for their courtesy in allowing them such freedom
in their home. The London Branch Chairman, Len Remfry,
and all members wish to thank Canterbury and all con
cerned in making welcome so freely members of the Asso
ciation who attended the Canterbury Re-union.
The London Branch is holding a party at the Station
Hotel, Richmond, to celebrate many years of good com
radeship, and we would be pleased to see any member of
any branch on the 20th October, a Saturday, at the party.
There is a charge of 5/- per head for buffet and expenses,
but there will be dancing and friendship, and all welcome.
Do wear your badge please.
An extremely good report on the Band of the Regi
ment, beating Retreat at the Leas, Folkestone, prior to the
move of the Battalion to Colchester, was given to us at the
meeting by Mr. Boughton, an ex-drummer, and we thank
“Scruff”, not only for this, but also for his visit to Robert
Wilks on our behalf. In the latter case, we must also asso
ciate Mr. Marchant, who also visited.
Our next ceremonial duty will be the Field of Remem
brance in November, and one of our veteran members,
Mr. Ted Ballard, will be representing us at the opening
ceremony, and will be picking up our wreath at the Field
itself.
We regret to hear, that in addition to Mr. Wilks,
another of our members is at the moment under the
weather, Mr. Harry Wiggins, of Northampton. We haven’t
seen Mr. Jerry Sweetman for a couple of months either,
and the Branch, besides sending good wishes to all its
absent members, trusts they are in good health.
More next month.
LONDON BEE.

ASHFORD
The Chairman opened our September meeting by
giving a hearty welcome to Mr. Bill Kinsley (Secretary,
Brighton Branch) who was in Ashford for the week-end.
With yet another Remembrance Sunday gone by, we
would like to express our thanks to all for the arrange
ments made, especially to those behind the scenes. Our
members, wives and friends enjoyed a tour to Herne Bay
in the afternoon and evening.
Our members were rather disappointed not leading
the parade back for the march past. As the senior branch,
it was felt that we should lead the parade back. This item
was to be put through at the A.G.M.
A letter was read from the Old Contemptibles’ Asso
ciation inviting our Branch to attend their Annual Mons
Remembrance Service on Sunday, 9th September.
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On Sunday, 12th August, 40 members and ladies
attended the annual Memorial Service and Re-union at
Canterbury. Seventeen members paraded under our Branch
President, Major F. W. Tomlinson. We were pleased to
find the Service was more in keeping with former years. The
carton lunches, we understand, were up to standard and the
beer was good, although at first hard to come by. We con
gratulate London on their win in the darts final. Ramsgate
had some bad luck in loosing so many darts and put up a
good fight, better luck next time Ramsgate. The very fine
display by the Band and Drums brought to a close a most
enjoyable day. To all concerned in making our day possible
we say thank you one and all.
On Sunday, 2nd September, some 74 members and
friends of the Branch had a most enjoyable outing in per
fect weather. Our two coaches travelled about 170 miles,
mostly through the lovely country of Kent and Sussex.
Leaving Sandwich at 8.30 a.m. our first stop was Tenterden
for our elevenses. Leaving there at 11.30 we continued on
to Hastings, where a stay was made for three hours. Leav
ing there at 3 p.m. we continued on to Bexhill, Battle,
Tonbridge and Hildenborough, where we had about an
hour’s stay for tea at the Old Barn. Having done justice to
a lovely tea we were on our way again, passing through
Hadlow, Mereworth and Maidstone. Our next stop was
at Molash and then home, arriving about 9.30 p.m. It
was unanimously agreed that this had been the best
annual outing ever.
The monthly general meeting was held at the Drill
Hall on Tuesday, September 4th, 1962, at 8 p.m. Mr. A.
Ledner presided and the usual faithful few attended. The
meeting opened with the usual moment’s silence, followed
by the reading and adoption of the Minutes of the last
meeting. Apologies were received from our President,
Major F. W. Tomlinson and Mr. G. Matcham. Corres
pondence read and discussed from R.H.Q. included:
Branch Standard Regulations, the Westminster Field of
Remembrance, the Agenda for the Association A.G.M.
Our Chairman, Mr. A. Ledner, was elected to represent
the Branch at the A.G.M. It was unanimously agreed to
purchase the usual Poppy Wreath for Remembrance Sun
day. It was also agreed to try and arrange for a visit to
London to see a Pantomime as soon as details are
available.

-

-

SANDWICH

Diamonds

Engagement Rings

We understand P.S.I. W.O.II Bill Histed has rejoined
the 1st Battalion. To him we offer our thanks for his help
and assistance during his tour of duty at Ashford Drill
Hall.
With no sick reported, the box collection and raffle
was made, this being done by H. Coleman. The Chairman
then closed the meeting by asking Mr. Kinsley to express
our good wishes to members of the Brighton Branch.
Our two crib experts challenged our Brighton visitor
(Mr. Kinsley) and M. Coleman to a few games of cribbage.
Our experts being Ossie Masters and Bert Vant. Although
our visitor admitted he didn’t know much about it, he was
able to boast of winning the required games, which were
enjoyed very much.
Best wishes to all.
A.C.M.

in

35 Sandgate Road

-

Folkestone

-

Telephone 265'

H ead Office : M A ID ST O N E
T elep h o n e 3388
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FOLKESTONE, HYTHE & DISTRICT

Photo: Kent Messenger

Members of the Folkestone, Hythe and District Branch leaving Wemyss Barracks at
the start of the march to the Cathedral on Remembrance Sunday.

Our last meeting opened at 7.45 p.m. at the Drill Hall,
Shellona Street, Folkestone, with Col. Pulverman in the
chair.
Apologies were received from Capt. Tyrell, Mr.
Button, Mr. and Mrs. Pope, Brigadier Parry and Mr. Biggs.
Col. Pulverman said that he had visited Mr. Pope in
hospital, and found him doing very well after his operation.
Col. Pulverman stated that he had seen a drawing of
the New Standard and that he felt certain that all would
be satisfied as both the Dragon and Invicta were repre
sented on it.
It was proposed that a wedding present be presented
to our Assistant Secretary, Mr. Fordred on the next
meeting.
Mrs. Wickens was thanked by the Chairman for the

very efficient way in which she ran the bar, and we all
hope to see her there again at future meetings. We
wonder what happened to the unaccountable profit of 6d.
which she finished up with.
Mrs. Rapley presented some very nice cheese scones
which sold at 2d. each, and started the Catering Fund
going which the ladies hope to improve on at future meet
ings. “God bless ’em”.
As we now have a proper home of our own, we hope
to hold a house-warming party in the near future to which
all branches will be invited.
In conclusion we would like to wish all members of
the 1st Battalion all the very best during their stay at
Colchester, and to thank them for the support they have
given the branch whilst at Folkestone.
F.W.
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As specialist regimental jewellers and silversmiths
Carringtons have the wide
" ^experience and ability lo satisfy
considerable range of
requirements; m ess plate,
's ilver replicas, jewelled
[regimental brooches, farewell
presents such as cigarette
boxes and lighters, salvers,
cups and trophies are but
a few examples of the many
[regimental items created, to
order, by the Carrington
team ol craftsmen.
Equally, for the individual,
there is a large selection of
fine personal jewellery; in
particular, many beautiful
engagement rings of exquisite
design and finish. With nearly
all items the facilities of our
team of craftsmen are at your
disposal and individual orders
will be created for you at
very little extra cost
. Carrington
[tare worid famous for
1 persona! attention and service.
\ Whatever yoar requirements contact
Mr. 6. A. Mann, oi our military department
who will be glad to advise you.
CttSHKtart cb. no.. 130. Regent Street W.l.
REGent 3727.

Cooled beers
in bottles
Hallmark refrigerated bottle shelves are made
to measure for any type of back bar fittings,
of any shape and size, and to match existing
decoration. The temperature of beverages is
automatically maintained at the correct level,
and overcooling is impossible. Ask for Pub
lication 504oA.

<§>

J&E Hall/p@flFDg@F®fio®[n]
J. & E. Hall Limited, Dartford, Kent

A m e m b e r o f th e H a ll-T h e r m o ta n k G roup

Tel. Dartford 23456
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SITTINGBOURNE

■Photo: Kent Messenger

Members of the Sittingbourne Branch at the start of the march to Canterbury Cathedral
on Sunday, August 12th.

The 404th monthly meeting was held on Friday,
6th July, 1962, at Drill Hall, Crown Quay Lane, Sitting
bourne. The Minutes of the last meeting were read and
signed by Col. Dean, our Chairman, as a true record.
Apologies were received from Col. J. E. Wills, Major
Jarman, Bob Russell and a few others owing to holidays.
We were very pleased to see our Chairman back in the
chair after his holidays. Col. Dean was pleased to hear
that we had won the darts match against Medway and
hoped we would win the next one.
Treasurer was discussed and Col. Dean suggested Mr.
Cook. The members voted him to approach Mr. Cook.
In the meantime Col. Dean offered to take over the job for

the time being, as we have some expenses to pay out. It
was asked that all members wishing to go to the Remem
brance Service at Canterbury on August 12th, would let
the Secretary know by July 27th in order to let H.Q. know.
We were pleased to welcome a new friend, Mr. Adams,
brought in by Councillor W. H. Mount, and we look
forward to seeing him again.
Poppy Day. The wreath will be as last year. We are
glad to welcome two new Life Members, i.e. Mr. E. W.
Croucher, junior, and Mr. A. Croucher.
This being all the business, the Booby was drawn and
won by Col. Dean, being given by Mr. Dunk, resulting
in 10s.
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OUR COACHES ARE AVAILABLE
FOR PRIVATE HIRE
AT ANY TIM E-TO ANYWHERE
*

MODERN COACHES ON MOST REASONABLE TERMS

*

LET US GIVE YOU A QUOTATION FO R ALL PARTY OCCASIONS

*

CONTINENTAL PR IV A TE H IR E A SPECIA LITY .

OUR STAFF OF EXPERTS

WILL ASSIST IN PLANNING ITIN ERA RIES
W e w elcom e en q u iries at any “

EAST KEI\T ”

office or at : —

F A ST KENT
ROAD CAR COMPANT

LTD

HEAD OFFICE, CANTERBURY (Tel. Canterbury 6 1 5 1 )

Civil and m ilitary tailors

50 Gresham Street • EC2

22 Suffolk Street • SW1
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CANTERBURY
This year the Cathedral appeared less crowded for the
Remembrance Service than usual, there being many vacant
seats after the service began. The shortage appeared to be
due to there being less general public present, seating re
served for parade members and families being occupied to
capacity. For the first time for many years ticket holders
were able to be seated ten minutes before the service began
due, no doubt, to the Cathedral Morning Service finishing
on time, thus making the task of ushers a simple one.
The Memorial Screen erected to the memory of the
late Major-General V. Boucher and his predecessors is
certainly a splendid example of Kentish craftsmanship and
a fitting Memorial to those for whom erected. General
Boucher was well known by many members of this Branch
from Gibraltar to Burma days. It was fitting that Colonel
J. V. R. Jackson should be present to pay tribute to his
Adjutant of Maymyo days and it was grand to see him
looking so fit and well. The dedication brought together
many widows of officers with whom we served over the
same period, for besides Mrs. Boucher it was also a
pleasure to see Mesdames Howard-Smith, Crookenden,
Marshall, Fox, and Selway at the ceremony.
Members of the Branch, as of yore, were assisting in
the Cathedral as ushers and in charge of entrance doors,
making our parade numbers seem less than they should
have been, yet I can see no reason why, with a branch
membership of sixty active members, we should not be the
strongest branch on parade when this is our “home
ground”. Whilst referring to ushers I should like to include
Dan Duffy and Ted Marsh and thank them for again taking
over the seating of parade members and families.
The transfer of the afternoon Re-union from the
Garrison Theatre to the Leros T.A. Centre was an improve
ment on the crush of 1961. With plenty of room to spare
it was possible to move around freely to see old comrades.
The games organised with Ramsgate Branch were an added
enjoyment, proving most succesful. Thanks are due to
those who put in so much time to make them the success
they undoubtedly were. The Deputy Colonel kindly pre
sented the prizes, also the Cups and Shields of the InterBranch activities. Congratulations to Margate on winning
the Shooting; again we must be content to be runnersup and hope to regain the Shield next year. George
Thornby, our oldest member, accepted the “Runners-up”
Cup on behalf of our Team Captain, Charlie Garrett, who
was busily engaged on the microphone for the prize giving.
It was interesting to learn that George Thornby met an
old pal from the Sandwich Branch who enlisted some
months before him; what wonderful Buffs they are.
Many old faces were absent from the Re-union this
year, one in particular who has never yet been absent,
being Mrs. Lane, widow of Tubby Lane, who I understand
was on holiday with her family in Cornwall. Bill Hall,
Charlie Perry, Tich Burville and Dick Ravenscroft are
also just a few of the “regulars” I missed. On the other
hand I was happy to meet, after many years, an old pre1914 War pal Molly Marshall. The London Branch
recently sent me a message through their Branch Notes
asking whether I recall the Blackwater days. Yes Molly I
certainly do and wonder if the “Dodder” rings a bell.
Another “oldun” who came to the Cathedral but could not
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stay for the Re-union was Arthur Foote (Footy) of the
Drums who as Sergeant Drummer of the 1st Battalion
stayed behind at Gibraltar awaiting passage to revert to
home establishment, when the Battalion left in February,
1927, for India. He was accompanied by Mrs. Foote, his
son Arthur with his wife and daughter. His many friends
were delighted to see them, one, Joe Pointer, recalling how
he and Arthur met in the Boxing Ring at Fermoy, but I
cannot recall either saying who won or lost.
The Re-union ended with a superb performance by
the Band and Drums of the 1st Battalion, thoroughly
enjoyed by everyone present and fully deserving the
applause given. There is no doubt that Dan Duffy wasn’t
too far away watching with a critical eye.
Our Chairman, Charlie Garrett, was prevented from
attending the August meeting, due to his being on a course
and Bill Evans deputised with 35 members present. Mr.
Pain, senior, has entered Canterbury Hospital for an opera
tion and we all wish him a speedy recovery.
Grateful thanks were afforded to R.S.M. McMillan
for his kindness in arranging for the Mess to be open on
Remembrance Sunday and to Mr. George for the hard
work he put in behind the bar, attending to the needs of
his many customers from all branches of the Association
Mr. McMillan was also given a hearty vote of thanks for
arranging the splendid buffet when Folkestone and Rams
gate branches visited to play the semi-final Dart March.
Mr. Wood informed the meeting that Sgt. Major
Leney had made a very fine steel badge and asked if the
Branch would like it for the meeting room. After consult
ing with Mr. McMillan the Chairman accepted the offer
with grateful thanks, adding that it would be fixed in the
Sergeants’ Mess Room.
Arthur Rye made a proposal which was well received
that the Branch defrays the cost of the flowers to be placed
on the Garrison Church Altar on Remembrance Sunday,
which this year falls on the anniversary of Armistice Day,
1918.
Our oldest member, George Thornby, thanked the
members for their generous gifts given on the occasion of
his 88th birthday. It was necessary to get George out of
the room whilst his letter was read and Spud Murphy
performed this task with great skill.
A gift of a basket of plums by another member, who
prefers to remain anonymous, was raffled realising 19s.
It was won by Spud Murphy, who generously offered it
for auction resulting in a further 13/6 from the highest
bidder, Eddie Harwood.
SNAVE.

ARE YOU ENJOYING READING
TfflS ISSUE?
IF SO, SHOW IT TO A FRIEND
and suggest to him that he, too?
becomes a subscriber.
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ELEVENTH BATTALION THE QUEEN S OWN
As usual at this time of year, news is somewhat meagre.
What there is pales beside the loss of our President, Jimmy.
As it all happened at such an awkward time, our represen
tation at Church to pay our last respects, was so much
less than we would have liked. However, Reg Maltby and
Don Grant managed to get there. Both your Secretary
and Treasurer have had charming letters from Jimmy’s
niece, Miss Mollie Ross.
Pending the A.G.M., Donald Dean has agreed to act
as President and it is the hope of many of us that members
will vote him there for next year and for many a year to
come. He is certainly Jimmy’s natural successor and he has
the Association’s interests so much at heart.
We have other sad news, especially for the Signalling
fraternity. Fleetwood Gosling, for long our Signalling
Sergeant “over the way”, has died. Fortunately, we knew
in time through Arthur Buddell to send a floral tribute.
He will be remembered for his quiet efficiency and for his
fatherly care for his Section. Of late years, we have not
seen him often at our gatherings, but his presence when he
was, was all the more welcome.

We regret to report the death of Frank Croom, a
life member of the Brigade, and well-known in the fishing
circles at Ramsgate and Broadstairs, also well-known as
“B” Coy. Storeman 2nd Battalion during the Second World
War, also of Mr. P. F. Wright who died suddenly on the
10th August, and to the families of both members we offer
our sincere sympathy.
Our Treasurer, Maj. Harry Martin, is again off on his
travels, he informed us at our August meeting that he
would not be with us in September, as he was off to India
for a few months holiday with his daughter, Margaret. Best
wishes for a good voyage and a holiday in the sun, sir.
Another visitor to Ramsgate, but unfortunately not in
time for our meeting, was Mr. A. Sullivan, commonly
known to must of us as “Sully”; he is still the same, aged a
little perhaps, and still likes a pint, he sends his best wishes
to all his old pals.
The August issue of Invicta has just arrived and I’m
pleased to see such a clear photo of the Memorial Screen.
I am sure than everyone who visits the Chapel will agree
that it is a beautiful piece of craftsmanship and a great
improvement to the Chapel.
This is about all for this month, so I’m signing off with
best wishes to all and a hope that the Battalion will enjoy
their stay in Colchester.
Ben.

By the time these notes are read, the dinner will be
past and over; and your scribe will be trying to balance the
account for it. Let us hope that numbers and members’
generosity will have made his task easier.
R.O.R.

RAMSGATE!
Last month I wrote that I hoped to tell you how we
won the darts final but I am saved that report because
we did not win, but came runners-up to London
(Queen’s Own). A jolly good game, congratulations
London. This match was as you know played on Sunday,
12th August, at Canterbury, on Remembrance Sunday, and
thanks to the hard work of Col. Grace and his band of
helpers a great success, as was the afternoon’s programme
set out and run by Canterbury Branch and which we were
pleased to be able to assist, and from unsolicited reports
was very much enjoyed, especially by the children. I have
also to report that at least one ex-Bufi thoroughly enjoyed
his day at Canterbury, one “Boot” Paramour, who this
year managed to arrange his holiday in Ramsgate so that
he could attend, and he just could not stop talking about
it even on the local service buses, but its good to know
that we were able to bring yet another member to meet his
old pals. We were very sorry to be without “Jeff” and
Tom Miller on this occasion owing to illness, and hope
they are now well again and able to join us next year.
Mention of illness brings me to our sick members. Bert
Knott and Jim Blake do not progress much, Charlie Fakely
is improving slowly, but enough to attend our last meeting.
Very nice to have you about again, Charlie.

FREMUNS
'ELEPHANT'
BEERS
The

KENTISH

BEER

For the

COUNTY REGIMENT
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A happy photograph of the Margate Branch Shooting Team which won this year’s
Inter-Branch Shooting Competition for the Jarman Shield. (L . to R .): Cpl. P. Bolton,
Major W. Jarman, Lieut. D. Jones, Cpl. M. Newman and Lieut G. Dineley.

FOREMOST FOR FORD

Beaneys—
TH E BUTCHERS FOR THE
1921
GARRISON
SINCE
( ex-Bufjf )

BROTHERS LTD

MAIDSTONE

A S H F O R D R O A D — TEL. 55726 (7 lines)

9

Y ou’ll find us in M ilitary Road

•

— 23 bus passes the door —

F. R. BEANEY
34 & 35 MILITARY ROAD - CANTERBURY

KENT’S FIRST 0

0

0

0

MAIN DEALERS

Telephone 2827
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NEWS FROM
THE LADIES' GUILDS
RAMSGATE
Since writing last month’s notes so much seems to have
happened that I'm not sure I shall remember all I should.
First there was the “At Home” at Canterbury which fav
oured by a very fine day brought many Buffs and local
residents together, and made it worthwhile on the part of
the organisers and those taking part.
Next was the Remembrance Sunday, which is always
a “must” and greatly anticipated one day in the year. The
additional ceremony of the dedication of the new Memorial
Screen in the Warriors’ Chapel added something special to
the Service and was very much appreciated.
Now with the holidays almost ended, we are about
to setle down to our usual meeting activities; at the August
meeting we finished up with all members trying their hand
at darts, many not used to such antics, being surprised
at what they were able to achieve, and caused quite a lot
of enjoyment.
The September meeting, after the usual business and
tea break, the Chairman’s daughter gave a show of col
oured picture slides taken at the Presentation of the Colours
at Folkestone, and some taken by her parents when out
visiting during the year.
For our October meeting we hope to have a Justice
of the Peace to give us an insight on her work in that
sphere.
We are pleased to hear that Mr. Fakely, husband of
one of our members, is improving after his serious illness
and we trust he will continue to do so, also hope that we
shall soon see Mrs. Fakely in our midst again.
Our congratulations and thanks to the Editor of
“Invicta” for his selection and inclusion of the photographs
in last month’s issue.
This is about all for this month. Best wishes to all
Ladies’ Guilds and Men’s Branches and success in all they
try to do to keep the comradeship alive.
E. E. H.

LONDON

(Buffs)

A meeting was held at The Phoenix, Palace Street,
S.W.I., on September 1st. Mrs. Odell in the chair.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and
signed.
Correspondence: R.S.M. White, Colonel Grace.
Regrets: Mrs. Keown, Mrs. Cobb, Mrs. Tucker and
Mrs. Baxter.
The results of the election of officers is that all officers
and committee remain as they are. Our very sincere
thanks to Mrs. Foster Mace for her invaluable help during
the election.
The chairman gave a welcome to two of our old
friends, Mrs. Cotton and Mrs. Jarvis. Mrs. Odell asked
all members to attend the meetings at 6.30 p.m. prompt
in future.
Our sincere congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. Smith
on the occasion of their silver wedding on September 4th.
A Bring and Buy Sale will be held at the November
meeting.
Raffles were given by Mesdames Foster Flail, Dixie,
Love, Taylor, Hawkins, Annan, Smith, Watts, Kebbell,
Waters and Ricketts. These realised £3 Is. 6d.
This being all, the meeting closed.
M. J. D.

SAVINGS

ACCOUNTS

To suit . . .

ALL RANKS
PAST
AND PRESENT
★

HASTINGS AND THANET
BUILDING SOCIETY
4 St. George’s Place
— Canterbury —
Telephone : Canterbury 2543

Ask fo r free booklet “ Savings fo r
Security 99 — w ithout obligation
of course
MEMBER OF THE BUILDING SOCIETIES
ASSOCIATION
Authorised for Investments by Trustees

EYES RIGHT "
MAIDSTONE & DISTRICT
LAUNDRY CO., LTD.
LOOSE ROAD, MAIDSTONE

Tel. 3020

QUALITY SERVICE THAT
WILL SATISFY
DRY CLEANING

CARPET CLEANING

AT YOUR SERVICE

AT ALL TIMES
FOR

PHOTOGRAPHY

Lambert Weston & Son Ltd.
106, SANDGATE ROAD,
FOLKESTONE
Tel. 3037
Specialists in—
PORTRAITURE - COMMERCIAL - PRESS MILITARY PHOTOGRAPHY
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