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P h o to : K e n t M essen g er
T h e D e p u ty C o lo n el, fo llo w e d by Lfc-Col. N o r m a n E d w a rd s , C h a ir m a n o f t h e A s so c ia tio n , in sp e ctin g : t h e p a r a d e b e fo re t h e
m a r c h fro m t h e B a r r a c k s to A ll S a in ts ’ C h u rc h on t h e o c ca sio n o f t h i s y e a r ’s M a id s to n e R e m e m b ra n c e S e rv ic e a n d R e u n io n ,
h e ld o n 5 th J u ly .
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I NVI CT A
THE EDITOR’S PAGE
O SITIV ELY the last reunion to be held in the Bar
racks at M aidstone has come and gone, for by the
end of this year the Royal Engineers w ill have moved out
and w ill be ensconced farther down the Chatham road in
their palatial, m odem home in Invicta Lines. W e can but
hope that, despite that move, the Regiment w ill still be
permitted to hold their annual reunion in the new barracks.
T he events of 5th July are recorded elsewhere.

P

The correspondence columns of this Journal usually
attract the attention of readers, for the letters published
in those columns are seldom without interest. This is
particularly true this month, as readers w ill discover when
they see what Captain Desmond Butler and Major Robin
Tuke respectively have to say about the contents of this
Journal in general and the 1st Battalion’s contribution in
particular. A s the views expressed in these two letters
are so diametrically opposed it is the Editor’s sincere hope
that other readers w ill join in the fun by putting pen to
paper and commenting on what is, perhaps, a somewhat
controversial matter.
Readers must perforce wait until next month for a
report about Maidstone Cricket Week, during the course
of which the Regiment entertained many friends and
acquaintances in their T ent on the edge of the lovely
M ote ground. This year the Week came at a later date
in the month than usual, too late for inclusion in this
issue of any report or list of guests.
The change-over of command of the 1st Battalion,
from Lt.-C ol. “Blick” Waring to Lt.-C ol. B ill M acDonald,
took place early in the month. Readers w ill wish to join
the Editor in sending a message of congratulation to the
former at the end of his 29 strenuous and varied months
in command. Those months have included, as their high
lights, the presentation to the battalion of their first

Colours, followed immediately by a short spell in Cyprus;
a change of station, from Shom cliffe to Colchester; a
ten-weeks training visit to Canada; a recruiting tour of
the county, which finished in a blaze of glory at Canter
bury with the laying up in the Cathedral of the old Colours
of die last two 1st Battalions of both former regiments;
and, finally, after a false start, the move to their present
locations in British Guiana, now very much a "hot spot.”
How many Commanding Officers, with their hand on their
heart, can say that their tour of duty was a fuller and
more exacting one than that? The Editorial hat is raised
to Lt.-C ol. Waring in respectful salute, as indeed it also
is to his successor, to whom go the best wishes of all
in the Regiment. What, one is bound to wonder, does
his 2 \ years hold in store?
After a number of letters had been written, inter
views and siting-boards held and decisions made it
appeared that the future home of Regimental Head
quarters had really been firmly and finally settled; the
staff, even if only mentally, had already moved into the
ground floor of a certain barrack block in Wemyss Barracks,
now incorporated in Leros T .A . Centre, the home of the
4th Battalion The Buffs (T .A .). That has now all been
altered, however, thanks to the determination of a “friend
at court,” in D istrict H.Q . at Shom cliffe, who has insisted
that a decision made three years ago should still stand.
That decision was that the small Sandhurst block in
M anege Lines, until recently occupied by the Junior
Soldiers W ing of the Brigade D epot, together with the
strip of land lying between that block and M ilitary Road,
should be the future, long-term home of the Headquarters
of the County Regiment. The staff, having re-adjusted
their ideas, are devoutly thankful for this tim ely inter
vention and are delighted at this much more pleasant
prospect. Exactly when the move w ill take place, however,
is still anybody’s guess.
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EDITOR'S ANNOUNCEMENTS
ARM EST congratulations to the following, whose
names appeared in the Birthday Honours List:

W

Brigadier D . W. Jackson— Companion of the Order
of the British Empire; Major A. D . Peckham and W .O .II
E. G . Harwood— Member of the Order of the British
Empire.
RIGADIER and Mrs. Stronge, Brigadier F. W . B.
Parry, Colonel and Mrs. Airy and Mrs. Boucher were
amongst those who attended the M emorial Service for the
late Major General Harold Morgan which was held at
Llandaefaelog Church, near Brecon, on 7th June.

B

T . JO H N HOLM AN has once again been keeping
wicket regularly for the Army. M any congratulations
L
to him.
U R IN G 1963 the National Association for Employ
ment of Regular Soldiers, Sailors and Airmen placed
in employment 33 ex-members of the Regiment. It is of
interest that 17 of these were found employment in the
London area,, five in or near Brighton, four at Chatham
and one each at Bristol, Chelmsford, Derby, H alifax,
Reading, Salisbury and Sheffield. This Association adver
tises regularly in this Journal, and its total of 5,303
ex-members erf the Army placed in employment in one year
is a wonderful achievement.

D

U R IN G 1963 the Forces’ H elp Society and Lord
Roberts Workshops assisted, in one way or another,
129 ex-members of The Buffs and 159 ex-members of
The Queen’s Own.

D

T.-C O L. and Mrs. Francis Morgan recendy stayed a
night with Brigadier Hector Spear in his new house
in Tangier. It is apparently a lovely house in a wonderful
setting, and the climate is heavenly.

L

H E Worcester Royal Poreclain Co. Ltd. are consider
ing producing a model of an Officer of The Buffs
T
and an Officer of The Queen’s Own Royal W est Kent
Regiment in the uniform of the Peninsular period. This
model w ill probably retail at about £30. Should any Officer
of either of the two former Regiments be interested in
buying one of these figures, would he please get in touch
with the Regimental Secretary? The offer w ill close at
the end of October.
HE usual Remembrance D ay Parade and Service w ill
be held at the Cenotaph, in W hitehall, on 8th
November. Branches requiring tickets for those of their
members who wish to attend this parade should forward
their estimate of numbers of tickets required to R.H.Q.
by N O T LATER T H A N 1st September.

T

O NG RATULATIO NS to Captain J. Langhorne on
successfully passing the examination for promotion to
Major, and to Captains G. F . Cleaver, J. N . Shephard and
J. J. W hite on their partial successes.

C

HE Regimental Secretary and Mrs. Grace, Major and
M rs. Derek W oolstencroft and M ajor and M rs. John
Davison were amongst those who attended a Cocktail
Party on board H .M .S. K ent in Chatham Dockyard on
Monday, 13th July. On the previous afternoon Colonel
and M rs. Grace had paid a private visit to the ship as
guests of Lieut.-Cmdr. David M axwell, R .N .

T

HANKS to the kindness and hospitality of Captain.
Director of M usic, Trevor Sharpe and his w ife, the
Regimental Secretary and Mrs. Grace were privileged
to be amongst those who witnessed the presentation, by
Her M ajesty The Queen, of new Colours to 1st and 2nd
Battalions The Coldstream Guards in the grounds of
Windsor Castle on Monday, 22nd June. This was a great
occasion, backed up by perfect weather and a wonderfulluncheon afterwards. H is many friends in the Regiment
w ill be glad to know that the Director of M usic cut a
splendid figure, bearskin and all!

T

O L. Norman Edwards, Chairman of the Regi
LT.-C
mental Association, who was at one tim e Mayor of
Westminster, proposed the toast of “The Old Contemptibles” at a dinner in their honour recently given at the
Cafe Royal by the present Mayor.
E regret to record the death at Queen Alexandra
M ilitary Hospital, M illbank, London, S .W .l, of
In-Pensioner J. T . Saunders, aged 62 years, who was
admitted to the Royal Hospital, Chelsea, in May of last
year. H e served with The Queen’s Own Royal W est Kent
Regiment from 1919 to 1941.

W

.O .II Drum Major R. Simmonds, who was Drum
Major of the 1st Bn. The Buffs prior to Amalgam
W
ation and who has recently been serving with the Trinidad
and Tobago Regiment as Drum Major, has now trans
ferred to the Wessex Brigade and assumed the appoint
ment of Drum Major at the Brigade Depot.
LTH O UG H , as many of us know from bitter experi
ence, it is unwise to assume that an Officer has
managed to achieve any appointment in the Service until
he has actually assumed it and has got his feet under the
desk, it may be of interest to readers to know that the
following Officers are expected to do the following things
on or about the following dates :—

A

Major J. B. Worts to Bahrein Gar, as Camp Comdt.
in January, 1965.
Lt.-C ol. P. R. H . Turner to Chief of Defence Staff’s
ex-Unison 65 on 10th August, 1964.
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T TER M ajesty Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother highlighted the Centenary Year of the Royal M ilitary
College of Science when she attended the Commemoration
Day events at Shrivenham on 29th June. Arriving from
Windsor Castle early in the day in a bright red helicopter
of the Queen’s Flight, Her M ajesty was welcomed by
the Hon. David Smith, Lieutenant of the Royal County
of Berkshire. The Queen M other then received M ajorGeneral E. J. H . Bates, Commandant of the College, Sir
Donald Bailey, inventor of the Army’s Bailey bridge, who
is Dean, and a number of senior Army officers, including
General Sir Robert Mansergh, the Master Gunner. Also
presented was Dr. P. S. N oble, Vice-Chancellor of the
University of London, for the students of the College
are external undergraduates of this University of which
the Queen M other is Chancellor.
In that capacity she had given special permission for
the 1963 degree diplomas to be presented this day at the
College. Some of the 39 graduates who were to receive
them and other prizes of the year had returned to Shriven
ham from their m ilitary stations in all parts of the world
at their own expense. Among them was Captain H . N .
Tarver, of T he Queen’s Own Buffs, from British Guiana.
A ll are now Bachelors of Science.
The Queen Mother, who lunched at the College,
toured the laboratories, the children’s school and the
library during the afternoon, leaving later by helicopter
for Buckingham Palace.
The Royal M ilitary College of Science is the direct
descendent of the Royal Artillery Advanced Class formed
at W oolwich in 1864, but for 90 years before that various
Gunner Officers had been endeavouring to improve their
professional ability by the analytical study of ballistics
and chemistry. Today the College serves all branches of
the Army, many of the graduates are sappers, electrical
and mechanical engineers, signallers and some are infantry
Officers. There are also students from Commonwealth
countries and one of the m ilitary members of the staff
is a Canadian.
rV U R IN G the Maidstone Reunion on 5th July,
“Timber” Marchant lost a roll of cinematograph film.
If anyone happened to find this roll, would they please
send it direct to him at 1 Roydon Street, Battersea Park
Road, London, S .W .ll. In his letter reporting this loss,
“Timber” said that he was very w illing to show the film
he took of the March Past that day to any Branch which
m ight be interested. H e also mentioned that he had com
pletely recovered from the bums he sustained on his
hand and arm, and is back at work again.

CHANGES OF ADDRESS
fJ T IE following changes of address have been notified :—
Mr. H . S. W hite,
22 Woodrow Chase,
H em e, Kent.
Lt. R. K . Parker,
58 M illbrooke Court,
Keswich Road,
Putney, S.W .15.
Major J. D . K . Short,
17 Lake View,
Edgware, M iddlesex.
Mr. H . M oulton,
12 Coventry Road,
Safety Bay,
W. Australia.
Capt. (Q .M .) W. G.
Shilling, B.E.M .,
R.M .P. (T .A .),
H.Q. Northern Ireland
Command,
Victoria Barracks,
Belfast, N . Ireland.

Mr. $ . M oss,
3 Ernest Road,
M anly,
Queensland, Australia.
Capt. Sir Gerald Hodgson,
3 Darwin Court,
Greenacres,
North Park,
Eltham, S.E.9.
Lt.-C ol. N . F. GordonW ilson, M .B.E.,
Belmont,
H illside Road,
Aldershot.
Capt. P. R. Butlin,
R.A.O.C.,
6 Rosetrees Lane,
C.A.D. Longtown, Cambs.
Mrs. P. Boucher,
Turret House,
Wadhurst, Sussex.

NEW SUBSCRIBERS

A

VERY warm welcome to the following new sub
scribers :—

Captain W . E. Jones,
M .S.F .,
24 Wyndham Road,
Pinehaven,
Trentham, N ew Zealand.

Mr. A . W. Bull,
Bowness,
N ew ling Way,
H igh Salvington,
N r. W orthing, Sussex.

Mr. P. W. Walker,
6 Ewhurst Close,
Cheam, Surrey.

Mr. H . E. Smith,
Prospect V illa,
Church Road,
N ew Romney, Kent.

Our Contemporaries
acknowledge with thanks the undermentioned con
WEtemporaries
:—
The Journal of the Honourable Artillery Company.
The Royal Fusiliers Chronicle.
St. George’s Gazette, a Regimental Paper for the
Fifth Fusiliers.
The Green Howards’ Gazette.
R.A.O'.C. Gazette.
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15-16

C O M IN G EVENTS

16

1964

Golfing Society Match v. Rye Golf Club.

Albuhera Day.

August

PROMOTIONS AND
APPOINTMENTS

1 - 7 Canterbury Cricket Week.
9

Annual Reunion and Service of Remembrance in
Canterbury Cathedral.

Supplements to the London Gazette

September
8
26

Sevastopol Day.

Regular Army

11th (Lewisham) Bn., The Queen’s Own Royal West
Kent Regiment, Annual Dinner.

October
3

6th Bn. The Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regi
ment Reunion.

2nd/Lt. M. R. Butler to be Lt. 21st June, 1964.
Major-General D. E. B. Talbot, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O.,
M.C., retires on retired pay 25th June, 1964.
Short Serv. Commit.

3 - 4 Golfing Society Autumn Meeting, Littlestone Golf
Club.

Capt. (Q.M .) W. G. Shilling, B.E.M., relinquishes
his commn. on completion of Service, 6th June, 1964.

10

6 (S ) Bn. The Buffs, Annual Dinner.

14

Golfing Society Match v. Kent County Constabulary
at Littlestone.

Clive Harold St. John Perry (Direct Entry) from
Mons Officer Cadet School to be 2nd/L t., 2nd May,
1964.

21

Trafalgar Day.

31

lst/4 th Bn. The Buffs (1914-1919) Reunion Dinner
at County Hotel, Canterbury. Assemble at 6 p.m.
for 6.30 p.m. Dinner tickets 1 0 /- each, should be
obtained from local Secretary or Lt.-Col. H. L.
Cremer, M.B.E., D.L., Hampton Gay, New Dover
Road, Canterbury.

Regular Army Reserve of Officers
Class III
Lt. R. F. S. King from A.E. Res. of Offrs., Nat.
Serv. List, to be Lt., 4th June, 1964.
Lt. J. M. March from A.E. Res. of Offrs., Nat. Serv.
List, to be Lt., 4th June, 1964.
Territorial Army

December
8

Naval Victory, Falkland Islands, 1914 — H.M.S.
Kent in action.

13

Birthday of Her Royal Highness Princess Marina,
Duchess of Kent, Colonel of the Regiment.

2nd/Lt. R. F. L. Ochs (on probation) is confirmed
in his appt. as 2nd/Lt., 17th February, 1962. To be Lt.,
17th May, 1964, with seniority, 17th May, 1963.
Army Cadet Force
Lt. (A ./L t. Col.) F. K. Theobald, M.B.E., T.D.,
awarded the Cadet Forces Medal.

1965
January
16 Battle of Corunna.
March

BEANEYS-

1 Anniversary of Amalgamation Day.
11

Birthday of H.M. King Frederik IX of Denmark,
Colonel-in-Chief.

26

5th Buffs (T.A.) Officers’ Ball.

•

April
24-25 Golfing Society
George’s Golf Club.
May
1 West Country Lunch.

V

THE BUTCHERS FOR THE
G A R R IS O N S IN C E 1921
(ex-Buff)

Spring Meeting,

Royal

St.

You'll find us in Military Road

•

— 23 bus passes th e door —

F. R. BEANEY
34 & 35 MILITARY ROAD - CANTERBURY
T elephone 2827
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BIRTHS, MARRIAGES
AND DEATHS
BIRTHS
SM ITH — On 30th M ay, 1964, at Hythe Nursing Home,
to Josephine (nee Sm allwood), w ife of Captain
M ichael Sm ith, Queen’s Own Buffs— a second son.
PYBUS— On 5th July, 1964, at the M ilitary Hospital,
Colchester, to Jane (nee Bradshaw), wife of Captain
Ian Pybus— a son.
FORTHCOM ING M ARRIAGES
Mr. R. S. W HITM ORE and M iss P. L. ALFORD
The engagement is announced between Roger Searle,
only son of Mr. and Mrs. H . Searle Whitmore, of Edenbridge, Kent, and Penelope, only daughter of Mr. Vincent
Alford, of Sion Row, Twickenham, and Mrs. C. A. Alford,
of Highgate Village, N .6.
Captain S. M . BOUCHER and M iss B. O. BLAYNEY
The engagement is announced from Singapore
between Simon M ontfort Boucher, seconded to 6th Queen
Elizabeth’s Own Gurkha Rifles, elder son of the late
Major-General Valentine Boucher, C.B., C.B.E., D .L .,
and of M rs. Pamela Boucher, Turret House, Wadhurst,
Sussex, and Bridgett Olive Blayney, younger daughter of
the late Mr. and Mrs. Geoffrey Blayney, High Shield,
Hexham, Northumberland.

DEATHS
SAU N D ER S— On 25th June, 1964, at Queen Alexandra
M ilitary Hospital, M illbank, S .W .l, In-Pensioner
Joseph Thomas Saunders, late of T he Queen’s Own
Royal W est Kent Regiment, aged 62 years.
GRANT— On 25th June, 1964, at his home, 3 St. Clare
Drive, Colchester, Essex, Colonel Arthur Kenneth
Grant, D .S.O ., aged 83, dearly loved father of
M ichael and Tina.
W ESTON—Herbert Henry W eston, M .M ., of 42 Heath
Road, Banning, M aidstone, died on 27th June, x964,
aged 69 years. Served in 1st Bn. Queen’s Own Royal
W est Kent Regiment from 1910-1920.
PELLETT— Mr. B. Pellett, late Chairman of the H em e
Bay Branch of The Regimental Association, died at
Hem e Bay, June, 1964.
BAILEY— Reginald A. (B ill) Bailey, died on 3rd July,
1964, at the Kent and Canterbury H ospital, aged 72
years.

OBITUARY
CO LO NEL A . K. ©RANT, D.S.O., M .C .
HE passing of Colonel A. K . Grant, known to all the
O.R.’s of the 1st. Bn. The Queen’s Own who served
under him as “ Peggy,” has come as a great shock to all
of us in the London Branch. There remains now only
Arthur Edwards to take us back into the end of the last
century.

T

I cannot write of the gallant and distinguished con
duct of this grand old gentleman, but as one of the
O.R.’s who was privileged to serve under him during
his tour of duty as C.O.
I can write or speak for all of us, of his kindness,
his sense of duty (he would never ask anything of the
troops he was not willing and able to carry out him self),
and of the high standards he set us all, from private
soldier to senior W .O. I am informed he was feared,
before he arrived, for his acid tongue and sharpness, but
officers who served with him in the years he commanded,
agree as to this being a covering for a kind heart and
a gentle nature.
I spent a few hours on visits to him during the past
few years and he always interested m e with his anecdotes
of the past. H e had, in a box in his study, photographs,
snapshots, letters appertaining to the past, but it was his
attitude to the present which compelled most interest. He
did not, ever, under any circumstances, wish to burden
anybody with his company, or with reports of ill-health.
Almost his last wish was that the fewer people who knew
of and attended his last rites the better. When asked to
go to dinners by senior officers he would ask, “For what
reason do these youngsters want to have an old gentleman
like me foisted on them?” and would politely refuse. He
thought of others always before himself.
There are many of us who know that we have lost
not only a comrade, but a friend. He had hundreds of
friends in The Queen’s Own. Each one of us deeply
respected our old C.O. They do not, in our opinion, come
like that any more.
To his fam ily the Branch extends its deepest sym
pathy; we know how fond the Colonel was of his fam ily.
H is friendship to many w ill be a deep personal loss and
to me it seems even more than that. M ay we long remember
him.
T H E SPIDER.
Lt.-C ol. E. S. Kerr writes :—
O very many of those who served with The Queen’s
Own Royal W est Kent Regiment between the South
African War and the Second W orld War w ill have heard
with very real regret of the death of Colonel A. K . Grant.
N ot least w ill be those who were in India with the 1st
Battalion during the years 1925-1929.

S

Grant, when a very debonair Captain, was wounded
while serving in France with the Battalion in October,
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1914. On returning to duty he was posted to the Staff and
served as a Staff Officer on the Western Front until the
end of the war. After the war, and a course at the Staff
College, he returned to the Staff until posted as Secondin-Command of the 2nd Battalion in 1924. In November,
1925, he arrived in Poona to take command of the 1st
Battalion.
He came as a stranger to most of the Officers then
serving with the Battalion. Those who knew him may have
wondered what life was going to be like, for Grant had
a m ost agile and alert mind, and never hesitated to speak
his thoughts. We need not have worried for no C.O. could
have been more kind, patient—and long suffering.
H e was a magnificent Commanding Officer. When
he and Mrs. Grant left for home, on completion of his
command, they took with them the affection and respect
of all ranks, while he left for his successor a thoroughly
efficient and well found Battalion.
More Staff employment followed, but the Brigade
that must surely be his never came along. It is probable
that he paid the penalty so often awarded to those who
say what they think and who are usually right. A. K.
Grant, with his very quick brain, was normally one jump -f
ahead of everyone else. After so much Staff experience
he had no awe of Generals. H e had, in fact, a number
of stories about his Generals—what they had said to him,
and he had said to them. When, in due course, he retired
the Army lost an Officer who would surely have made a
first-class Major-General.
After retirement, the Grants settled in Essex. H is
affection for his old soldiers never abated, and he loved
his visits to the London Branch of the Old Comrades’
Association and, until his health began to fail, never missed
the Annual Reunion.
A few years ago Mrs. Grant died, and life for him
was never the same. H e had become a great gardener. It
goes without saying that he was also a most efficient one,
and no weed would dare to show its face on his lawn or
in his flower beds. In a letter written a week before he
died he told me that he had been having a lot of trouble
with his heart. The end, when it came, was quick and
easy.
H e leaves a son and daughter to whom all of us
who knew him w ill send our sympathy.

MR. R. A . BAILEY

H

IS many friends and old comrades w ill regret to learn
of the death, on 3rd July, peacefully during an oper
ation for a broken leg, of Air. Reginald A. ( “B ill” ) Bailey,
of 71 Oxford Road, Canterbury. He was 72.
H e joined the 4th Battalion T he Buffs in 1908, and
served continuously with the regiment, including during
the 1914-18 War, until 1920. H e was at Gallipoli and in
India, including the North W est Frontier. H e served again
with the 4th /5th Battalion The Buffs (T .A .) from 1925
to 1930, as a C .S.M .

He joined the Royal Signals in August, 1939, and
during the Second World War saw service in the Orkney
and Shetland Isles and in France. He. was afterwards with
the 3rd (Canterbury) Battalion Home Guard until its
disbandment.
U ntil his accident at home, he was in full-tim e
employment as a clerical officer with the War Depart
ment Land Agent, Canterbury.
H e was a life member of the Past and Present Asso
ciation, The Buffs (now The Queen’s Own Buffs Regi
mental A ssociation), and, in his younger days, was an
active sportsman, excelling at swimming and cricket. H e
leaves a widow, a daughter and three sons.

THE BUFFS MUSEUM
ECENT additions include a Tenor Side Drums of the
Waterloo period and a Coatee, circa 1850, both of the
East Kent M ilitia, and a Grenadier M itre Cap. These
three items were presented by the Royal U nited Service
Institution and were formerly displayed in their Museum
in W hitehall. The Coatee is of interest in that the colour
is brick red and not the usual scarlet, with British Grey
facings, and the buttons carry the W hite Horse of Kent,
with Invicta. The Coat-tails bear the Roman numerals
49th, being The Buffs* order of precedence from 18331881.

R

We have also been very pleased to receive from a
friend of the fam ily the medals of the late Lt.-C ol. W. H .
Trevor. This fine collection includes the D .S.O ., three
Belgian and one Italian Order, in addition to the Indian
General Service, Queen’s South African and 1914-18
War M edals.
Captain Steadman, late of the 60th R ifles, has pre
sented us with some interesting exhibits of the 1914-18
War.
We have been fortunate in that Mr. F . C. Bean
has been appointed Custodian of the M useum, to succeed
Mr. F. Cotter, who had to resign for health reasons.
Ex-Sgt. Bean served with the 2nd Bn., was wounded and
taken prisoner in 1940.

FOR . . .

BLAZER

BADGES

O F YO UR REGIMENT . . .
Official Badge of "The Buffs'* 10/6

DEA KIN & SON S LTD.
SUN STREET & GUILDHALL STREET
CANTERBURY
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Regimental Headquarters
The following have visited Regimental Headquarters
at Canterbury during the past few weeks:—
Lt.-Col. J. R. Willows, M ajor M. G. M . Archer,
M .C., Lieut. J. C. Holman, Major F. E. Thomeycroft,
M ajor A. A. West, Colonel A. R. H . Waring, T .D .,
A.D.C., D .L., C. H. St. John Perry, Esq., M ajor R. G.
Winstanley, Colonel and Mrs. J. V. R. Jackson and Mrs.
I. H . M. H ulton, Lt.-Col. M. I. Jackson, C.D., The
Queen’s Own Rifles of Canada, Captain (Q .M .) W. G.
Shilling, B.E.M., M ajor and Mrs. E. G. Cox, Lieut.
L. A. S. T izard, M ajor E. G. Elliott, Lieut.-General Sir
Richard Craddock, K.B.E., C.B., D.S.O., M ajor E. W.
MacDonald, W .O .I R. J. Palmer, Mr. Val A. Gini (late
New Zealand M ilitary Forces), M ajor J. H . Davison,
M ajor H. D. Lees, Captain R. J. Durtnell.

DRESS— Wearing of uniform by warrant officers
and sergeants after retirement or
discharge from the Army.

Applications to wear uniform other than on the above
occasions will be made in writing on each occasion to the
appropriate Officer i/c Records. Applications to wear
uniform outside the U nited Kingdom will not be granted.
All warrant officers and sergeants who m ay wish to
avail themselves of this permission should note that it is a
privilege which, if abused, may be withdrawn either
generally or in a specific instance.
They are also warned that the wearing of uniform
must not contravene the provisions of the Uniform Act,
1894.

THE REGIMENTAL G O LFIN G
SOCIETY
M A T C H versus the Household Brigade Golfing
Society was played at the New Zealand Golf Club
on 13 th June. Richard Ravenhill was the M atch Manager
and the results were :—

A

Morning

A RRA NT officers and sergeants of substantive rank
who retire or are discharged from the Army, having
completed not less than ten years’ unbroken service on a
regular engagement and in possession of a military char
acter assessed at not lower than “Very Good” may, upon
retirement or discharge and upon making application, be
granted permission in writing by the appropriate Officer
i/c Records, to wear a prescribed uniform under the con
ditions and upon the occasions set out in the following
paragraphs. Permission once granted remains in force until
withdrawn.

H ousehold B rig a d e G.S.
A. B u c h a n a n a n d P.
H o ld sw o rth H u n t ........ 1
E . F a irb a n k s S m ith a n d
D. Bibby ........................... 1
S ir Jo h n M a rrio tt a n d A.
C ockburn ........
I

Conditions, (a ) Only the current pattern of No. 1 or
No. 2 Dress or Mess Dress may be worn. When wom
the uniform will always carry the letter “R ” above the
badge of rank on each sleeve. T he symbol “R” will be of
metal (as for Officers) 4/10in. high, 3/10in. wide.

S ir Jo h n M a rrio tt an d S ir
H . E sm o n d F a irb a n k s 0
G. Lyle a n d P. H olds
w o rth H u n t ................... 0
D . B ibby a n d A. Cockb u rn ................................ 1
S. M cC arthy a n d A.
B u c h a n a n ....................... 1

W

S. M cC arthy a n d G. L yle

1

R e g im en tal G olfling Society
M. P . D. D ew ar a n d
C. M. G. Cox ................ 0
W . R . H . B row ne a n d
R . H . B u x t o n ................. 0
P . M. C. B uckle an d I. A.
P e a rso n .......................
h
K.
C.
M eyrick
an d
R . A. C. R av en h ill ....... 0

1

3i

Afternoon
C. M. G. Cox a n d K . C.
M eyrick
.................. 1
R . H . B uxton an d I . A.
P e a rso n
.................. 1
M. P . D . D ew ar an d
P . M. C. B uckle .......... 0
W . R . H . B row ne a n d
R . A. C. R a v en h ill ....... 0

(b )
T he uniform will be provided at the wearer’s
2
2
expense and shall, upon all occasions when worn, conform
with the standard of repair and smartness required of a
* Final result: Household Brigade won by 5£ matches
serving warrant officer or sergeant.
to 2£.
Occasions. A uniform prescribed above may be worn when
attending:—
(a)

an officially-sponsored function in celebration
of the Sovereign’s (official) birthday;

(b )

an officially-sponsored function in connection
with Remembrance Day;

(c)

a regimental function in barracks or any other
military establishment, with the approval of the
appropriate regimental authority.

(d )

any occasion concerning which a special W ar
Office announcement has been made regarding
the wearing of uniform.

r

n
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The Maidstone Remembrance Service and Reunion, 5th July
HE Regiment was fortunate in having a fine day foi
what must surely have been the last reunion to be
held in the Barracks at Maidstone; although by this time
next year the bulldozers and the demolition gangs may not
physically have taken over, the barracks will be empty
and the present occupants housed in somewhat more
luxurious and up-to-date buildings elsewhere.

T

If such thoughts were in the minds of some of those
who were present on Sunday, 5th July, their enjoyment of
a day which, by and large, followed the traditional pattern
of such gatherings did not appear to be affected. Although
the numbers on parade, exclusive of the commendably
large detachment provided by 4 Buffs (T .A .), seemed to
be about the same as last year, the size of the congregation
at the service in All Saints’ Church and of the crowd on
the “backfield” in the afternoon seemed larger than a year
ago. Marching strengths must inevitably dwindle, as legs
and hearts grow older, but what surely matters, at both
Maidstone and at Canterbury every year, is that members
of the Association should make the journey and swell the
numbers taking part in the service and in the other events
of the day.
Appropriately enough, in view of the fact that their
Standard was on parade for the first time, prior to its
dedication during the church service, the Maidstone Branch
won this year’s Standard Bearers’ Competition. The Branch
thus earned the distinction of being the first to have its
name inscribed on the new Competition Belt. A photograph
of the winner, together with other photographs taken during
the day, appears elsewhere.
The Deputy Colonel, having presented the new belt,
then presented the Long Service and Good Conduct medal
to Sgt. Streeter, just back from the 1st Battalion in British
Guiana and soon to be on his way to join the Federal
Regular Army in Aden. The parade, under the command
of Lt.-Col. Pat Elgood, then set off for All Saints’ Church,
headed by the Band of 5 Buffs (T.A .).
This year’s order of service contained certain vari
ations and changes from previous occasions. After the
singing of the first hymn—accompanied, as was the whole
service, by the Band of 4/5 R.W.K. (T .A .)—the new
Standard of the Maidstone Branch was dedicated by the
Vicar, that old Regimental friend, Canon Nye. Then, after
the Deputy Colonel had read the Lesson, he presented to
the Vicar a third Book of Remembrance with the words:
“On behalf of all those who served in The Queen’s
Own Royal West Kent Regiment I ask you to receive, for
safe keeping within this Parish Church, this third Book
of Remembrance. In it are commemorated the names of
those members of that Regiment who, either prior to or
since the second World War, lost their lives cm Active
Service.”
The Vicar, accepting the Book with the words: “I
receive this Book of Remembrance for safe keeping within

P h o to : K e n t M e s s e n g e r
T h e n e w ly - p r e s e n te d S t a n d a r d o f t h e M a id s to n e
B ra n c h , c a r r ie d b y M r. J o h n W a ts o n w e a rin g ' t h e n e w
S t a n d a r d B e a r e r ’s B e lt a f t e r w in n in g t h e c o m p e titio n
on 5 th J u ly .

289

this Parish Church,” then placed it on its specially prepared
Lectern. This Book joins the 1914-1918 and the 1939-1945
Books already in the church and has some 25 names in
scribed in its pages.
Finally, the prayers included two in which the name
of the late Brigadier Noel Whitty was mentioned. As
readers will recall, Brigadier Whitty, Colonel of The
Queen’s Own from 1946 to 1949, died in Salisbury,
Southern Rhodesia, on 22nd January at the age of 78, and
it had been the wish of his family that he should be thus
remembered.
The stirring Address delivered by the Rev. O. Swan,
Chaplain to 4/5 R.W.K. (T.A .), can have left none of
his hearers in any doubt as to the meaning and importance
of the day and of the extent to which we were all dependent
upon one another. He created a most favourable impression
amongst all who heard him.
The Mayor of Maidstone, who had taken the Salute
as the parade marched to the church and who, together
with members of the Corporation, had been present at the
service, afterwards laid a wreath at the Cenotaph in
Brenchley Gardens as did also the Deputy Colonel. The
parade dismissed in the Barracks having given an “eyes
right,” at the entrance, to the Deputy Colonel, who had
with him near the saluting base four Chelsea Pensioners,
Messrs. Osborne, Bell, Graham and Rich.
At the end of luncheon in the Gymnasium three loyal
toasts were drunk and then the messages which had been
sent to and received from, respectively, Her Majesty The
Queen, the Colonel-in-Chief and the Colonel of the Regi
ment were read out, amidst much applause from the 103
members present.
The afternoon was, for some, an occasion for just
propping up the bar and for others a chance to sit in the
sunshine talking to old friends and listening to 5 Buffs
(T.A.) Band. For those who like that sort of thing there
was a performance on the barrack square by a troupe of

----------------------------- ....N

— «•

strutting females of a variety of ages, sizes and shapes
calling themselves the “Baton High Girls” and, right at
the end of the day and smack in the middle of the interBranch Darts Competition Final, the Band and Drums of
the Kent A.C.F. Regt., Royal Engineers suddenly appeared
from Gillingham.
The Darts Final, between London (Queen’s Own)
and Ramsgate Branches, was played in semi-darkness on
a most peculiar-looking board in a small room in the
Gymnasium. Once the Regimental Secretary had located
some chalk with which to record the score the game got
under way, both teams sportingly making light of the
strange playing conditions. London (Queen’s Own) who
were, in a way, slightly on their own home ground, gave
Ramsgate rather a caning, winning in three straight “legs.”
The Chairman of the Association was amongst those who
witnessed the Final and he presented the winners and
runners-up with their respective trophies. Doubtless the
desirability (or otherwise) of holding future Finals during
one or other of the Regiment’s two Reunion/Remembrance days is a matter which will come up for discussion
at the next Annual General Meeting of the Association,
due to be held in October.
It was both pleasing and gratifying to see not only
some ex-Buffs Standards on parade but also to note the
degree of participation in the day’s events by the three
Territorial Battalions. A large detachment from the 4th
Battalion, the Band and Drums of the 5th Battalion and
the Band of the 4th/5th Battalion all played their respec
tive parts and clearly demonstrated how closely knit the
various elements of the Regiment have now become.
Once again the Regiment is much indebted to our
friends in 36 Corps Engineer Regt., R.E. for their unfail
ing courtesy and kindness in allowing their barracks to
be invaded; for allowing Lt.-Col. Mike Grove such a free
hand in his many admirable arrangements; and fox all
the willing and helpful co-operation which was accorded
to everyone concerned with the day’s programme.

^

■
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P h o to : K e n t M essen g er
J j e i t to r i g h t: G e o rg e O s b o rn e (85), “D in g -D o n g ” B e ll (68), w h o s e rv e d w i t h T h e B u ffs; a n d T h o m a s G ra h a m (68)
a n d F r e d R ic h (70), w h o s e rv e d w ith T h e Q u e e n ’s O w n.
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T h e P a r a d e on th e w a v to t h e S e rv ic e in A ll S a in ts ’ C h u rc h .

P h o to s : K e n t M e sse n g e r
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State Welfare and Army
Benevolent Work
TG TH ILST State Welfare provides many benefits, parV? ticularly retirement benefits to the old, the sick and
maimed, it was never intended by H.M. Government that
the State should supersede the work of Charities. There
are gaps in what is provided by the State and Ministers
recognise that these gaps can only be filled by charity.*
State Welfare and Charities are interdependent and
complementary, and it is quite clear that some measure of
charity remains as important and as necessary as ever, pos
sibly more than ever with the increasing number of elderly
and aged, the increasing cost of living and the continual
drop in the purchasing power of sterling.
The ex-soldier and his dependants are in a group
which requires more than either State Welfare or the nor
mal scale of charity can provide. This is recognised in
many countries, but not yet in ours.
Service in wartime leaves scars which State Welfare
cannot cover. The Army is the Service which by virtue of
its vast wartime numbers really takes the knock. Apart
from war, the years of “peace” also impose a burden on
the soldier which is not borne by his civilian counterpart,
long periods of service abroad, frequent changes of station
and often separation from his family, and hence the in
ability to establish himself and his family in security. This
lack of a firm base inherent in the need for a soldier’s
family to “ follow the drum ” brings its own special prob
lems when disaster strikes an Army man. The widow and
children have no home, no furniture, no household effects.
There is a further factor. Many soldiers on leaving
the Army have settled overseas, in the Commonwealth and
elsewhere where there is no State Welfare. Their needs
when in distress are even more poignant than their com
rades at Home, and can only be met by Army Benevolent
aid.
*Extract from a speech by the Minister of Pensions
and National Insurance at a recent Annual General
Meeting of a Sendee Charity.
“ . . . I would like to take this opportunity on behalf

of myself personally and of the Department with
which I am concerned to thank you for your work
during the past year. As both the son and father of
a Regular soldier, I have first hand knowledge of the
value of your work to those who serve our country
regularly in wen• and peace. However human and
flexible you try to make a Government Department,
you cannot make it human and flexible and never to
the extent that voluntary funds can do. Therefore, it
is so tertibly important from our point of view that
we should be able to have the help of a voluntary
body, either to supplement what we do or to replace
what we would like to do but cannot do in the odd
and the exceptional and the difficult cases.”

Whyi
your
help
is needed

f

t

•

•

You may think it is unbelievable that there
are still many cases of great hardship among ex
soldiers and their dependants that cannot be helped
by official schemes of relief, but it is a true fact.
The Army Benevolent Fund is the parent body
of all regimental charities and provides financial
aid to those charities which give personal attention
to individual cases in need and cases of real hard
ship where it is impossible to raise life above a
bare restricted existence.
Your help is badly needed because the calls
on this Fund are increasing considerably.
Please give all you can afford as a token of
gratitude to the men who gave so much for you.

SUPPORT

THE

ARMY BENEVOLENT
FUND
Patron: Her Majesty The Queen
• Donations may be sent to The President, The
Army Benevolent Fund, 20 Grosvenor Place,
London, S.W .l, or paid into any Bank in
Great Britain or Northern Ireland.
R e g is te r e d u n d e r th e W a r C h a r itie s A ct, 1940.

T h is s p a c e d o n a te d b y :—
W . N A S H L T D ., ST . P A U L ’S C R A Y , K E N T

N e x t M o n th :

H ow

the Army Benevolent Fund senses.
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“B.WC. Takes Good Care of You”
By JO H N D E N T
H IL ST jet airliner travel is now a commonplace, it
is still a fascinating business and flying across the
Atlantic into the N ew World is about as fascinating a
journey as there is. Its very opulence gives one a feeling
of well-being and of being “ with it,” and it’s a very pain
less and agreeable operation, too.
I flew to England in April to attend the Infantry
Commanders’ Conference at Warminster and flew back
after the Conference and a week’s leave. The westbound
journey went something like this:
We boarded the aircraft at 11.15 in the morning at
Heath Row, having first gone to the Airways Terminal at
Victoria at 9 that morning. The coach ride from the Ter
minal to the airport takes some 40 minutes and, as always
when one is about to leave the country, one takes in with
an unusual awareness all the everday, commonplace sights
and sounds around one. W ith an unusual perceptiveness
and darity, one notices the advertisements on the hoard
ings, the small boy on the bicycle, the relaxed air of the
coach driver, the tidy gardens and all the other ordinary
things that one hasn’t really noticed before. Unconsdously,
one is more aware of them because one is avidly absorbing,
in a last final and desperate gulp, all the atmosphere and
feding that is “ home.”
W ith the usual palaver of immigration and baggage
form alities over, I made m y way to the airport restaurant
for a cup of coffee to watch in astonishment the gyrating
mass of humanity around me. Lovers dewy-eyed at the
impending parting, irate mothers trying to placate be
wildered children, fathers looking thoughtful and worried
as they collect their fam ilies and move off t o — where?
Istanbul? Hong Kong? San Francisco? Rome? Khar
toum? It’s enough to make anyone look worried!
And then, over the Tannoy, the invitation, spoken by
a very silky voice, to “ please board the aircraft, B.O.A.C.
Flight N o. 501, to N ew York.” This invitation had an air
of finality about it and so, briefcase and book in hand, I
walked towards the giant Boeing 707 in company with the
110 other passengers. I felt rather over-awed by the size
of the monster and a litde sad that it wasn’t a British
aircraft. Inevitably, I hoped that “they” knew what they
were doing (like checking the tyres and making sure the
plugs were clean— all those indefinable things that one
knows nothing whatever about except that they’re im 
portant!)
The white-coated steward showed me to my seat and
invited me to fasten my safety belt. W ithin five minutes
of boarding it, the aircraft was taxiing out onto the run
way; a brief pause and then the powerful and comforting
roar as the four jet engines (Rolls-Royce, of course) hurtled
us down the runway at 120 m iles per hour. The runway
disappeared beneath us, and in an astonishingly short time

we were boring through the cloud layers before bursting
into the brilliant and dazzling sunshine above it. W e were
invited to unfasten our safety belts and to smoke. Promptly,
I did both.
And now the stewardess, who more than came up to
my hopes and expectations, was leaning over me inviting
me to have a drink and saying that luncheon would be
served shortly. Thirty minutes after take-off we were
whispering along at 550 m iles per hour at 35,000 feet,
clutching a gin and tonic. The transition had already
started— and barely 90 minutes after I had seen them all,
I could scarely recall the hoardings or the look on the face
of the boy on the bicycle or the casualness with which the
driver drove his coach. Such things were all left behind
with a terrible finality.
Lunch was most agreeable: Chicken salad, fresh
strawberries and cream, cheese and biscuits and a half
bottle of white wine. I began to feel expensive, opulent
and drowsy. A voice over the Tannoy on the aircraft an
nounced in bland tones: “ This is your captain speaking.
We are flying at 35,000 feet at 550 knots. The weather
forecast ahead of us is good and we shall be arriving at
New York at 1300 local tim e, where the temperature is
7 6 \” Armed with this comforting information, I decided
to relax and to make up for some of that lost sleep which
went by when Francis Morgan, Derek W illows, Stuart
Squire, John W hite and R .Q .M .S. Lyons turned up at
Warminster!
A thousand miles and a hundred minutes later a
cuppa appeared, and in no time at all— actually six hours
from take-off— we were fastening our seat belts, extin
guishing our cigarettes and preparing to land. The Hudson
River glistened beneath us, the towering skyscrapers
appeared in the far distance and then we were skimming
along the runway to a perfect touchdown.
As I walked towards Immigration and Customs I
adjusted my watch to local time— 12.30 p .m .! People still
hadn’t eaten lunch yet, whilst we had had that, and tea
to o ! And we still had most of the day in front of us, hav
ing already flown 3,000 miles since breakfast in London.
I,
however, still had to go on to Georgia, a thousand
miles south from N ew York. And so, having passed
amiably through Customs and Immigration, where the
friendly officer wished me “ a pleasant stay,” I boarded an
airport bus which drove me to D elta Airlines, the internal
airline which flies one to Atlanta for the next lap. A bus,
or some form of transportation, is necessary to take one to
D elta Airlines because, although it is still in the same John
F. Kennedy Airport complex (it was Idlew ild), the area it
covers is vast. It is an enormous airport (the largest in the
world?) and every minute of every 24 hours aircraft are
taking off or landing.
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The two-hour wait for the next plane passed quickly
enough. The inevitable cup of coffee and the absorption of
the new sights and sounds surround one. Then I found
myself boarding my next aircraft; this time a four-jet
engined D.C.8. A vast machine (a hundred passengers),
but not quite so vast as the Boeing 707 (and not RollsRoyce, of course). New York to Adanta is a mere one
hour forty-five minutes flying time; again at 30,000 feet
and 550 miles per hour; but over Adanta Airport it is a
matter of having to queue up to land. We “orbitted” the
Airport for some 20 minutes before reaching the head of
the queue. Then down we went. Then the next and final
connection to Columbus, Georgia, my final destination, the
litde airport 10 miles from Fort Benning.
An hour’s “layover” (wait, to you) at Adanta and then
I boarded the Delta Airline twin-piston engined Convair
440. What a comedown! No jets, only two engines, and
only some 20 passengers for this 44-seater aircraft. It was
reminiscent of when one leaves an express train at a main
line station and gets onto the branch line train which stops
at every halt and moves slowly and in a dignified way for
fear of disturbing the countryside.
No 550 m.p.h. at 35,000 feet this time and no fleets
of stewards and stewardesses to pander to one’s every want.
Just a self-assured and pretty litde air hostess who made
one feel, with her radiant smile, that one was the only
passenger whom Delta Airlines, with their vast fleet of
aircraft, had been waiting to serve.

As soon as we were airborne she announced over the
Tannoy system that, “ Your captain is Captain Stroghoffer
and he advises me that our flying time to Columbus is
25 minutes at an altitude of 4,000 feet and at a speed of
200 knots. We hope you have a pleasant journey and re
freshments will be served immediately.”
What a comedown, indeed! 4,000 feet! 200 knots!
I wondered vaguely and morosely whether his advice was
sound. Would it be at 4,000 feet or 3,900 feet? Or, more
alarmingly, at 39,000 feet but without oxygen? ! Immersed
in these ridiculous thoughts (how can a chap possibly have
a name like Stroghoffer?) I refused the pretty little air
hostess’s offer of a “Coke” and sandwich (where is the
wine and strawberries?) and then suddenly found myself
fastening my seat belt again as I saw the scattered lights
of Columbus winking below me. It was 7.30 in the evening
by then, I had had breakfast in London that same day and
now I was 4,000 miles and three airplane rides away from
it.
The machine landed immediately (no “stacking up”
here), and as I walked to the aircraft door the air hostess
said, “ On behalf of your entire flight crew, it has been
a pleasure to fly with you and we hope you will fly Delta
again. A pleasant good evening to you.”
Fortified by these consoling words, I stepped, blink
ing, out of the ’plane, back to the harsh realities of the
everyday world.

50 Gresham Street • EC2

22 Suffolk Street • SW1
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The Annual Reunion and Service of Remembrance,
Canterbury, 9th August, 1964
General

(k )

1. The arrangements for this day w ill, in the main,
follow those of previous years B U T the location for the
parade, lunch after the service and the afternoon’s pro
gramme is HOW E BARRACKS (the old Buffs D epot at
the top of St. M artin’s H ill) and N O T Wemyss Barracks
as in 1961-63.

(m ) A Beating of Retreat w ill be carried out by the
Band and Corps of Drums of 5 Buffs (T .A .),
beginning at 4 p.m.

2.

The outline plan w ill be:—
(a )

Parade on HOW E Barracks square at 11.30
( “Fall In” sounded 11.20).

(b )

Presentation of Brighton Branch new Standard
by the Deputy Colonel, followed by the presen
tation of the L .S. and G.C. M edal to W .O.I
Newman (R .S.M . 4 Buffs (T .A .)) and
Meritorious Service Certificates to two members
of 5 Buffs (T .A .).

Sideshows and races, organised by Ramsgate
and certain other Branches, w ill be held on
Howe Barracks sports field during the after
noon.

Parade States
3.

Figures to R.H.Q. by Friday, 31st July.

Admission to the Cathedral

(c )

March off at 11.50. T he parade w ill be com
manded by Lt.-C ol. D . A. W illows.

(d )

Order of march of Branches for the marches
to and from the C athedral:—
Dover; Folkestone, Hythe and D istrict;
H em e Bay; London (B u ffs); Medway;
Margate; Ramsgate; Sandwich; Sittingbourne; W eald; Ashford (who led in 1961);
Brighton (who led in 1962); Canterbury
(who led in 1963); representatives from
Queen’s Own Branches.

(e )

Procedures on arrival at the Cathedral and
after the service w ill be as usual. The service
itself w ill be similar to last year’s.

(f)

Transport w ill be provided for non-marchers,
as before. Coaches w ill be available near the
Longport car park for those who feel that
they cannot manage St. M artin’s H ill on the
return journey.

(g )

(h )

(j)

A tea and refreshment bar w ill be open in the
Howe Barracks N .A .A .F .I. from 10 to 11 a.m.
and w ill be open again from 1.30 to 5 p.m .
Carton lunches (a t 4 /6 per head) w ill be
available in marquees, erected in Howe Bar
racks by O.C. D epot from 1.30 p.m . onwards
and there w ill also be a bar. It w ill be possible
to have this meal sitting down and under cover,
if required.
Buffet lunches w ill be available for Officers
and their fam ilies (at 1 0 /- per head) in the
Howe Barracks gymnasium, where there w ill
be a bar.

4.

(a )

Applications for tickets for near relatives of
members of the Regimental Association must be
forwarded to R.H.Q. IM M EDIATELY.

(b )

NO tickets are required for those on parade.

(c )

Rows A to M in the Nave w ill be reserved for
Officers and their fam ilies, but there w ill be
NO seats marked with individual Officers*
names as in previous years. Officers and their
fam ilies should enter by the Warriors’ Chapel
Doors, as before. Tickets are still required and
can be obtained on application to R.H.Q.

Lunch Tickets
5.

(a )

Applications for carton lunches (see para. 2 (h )
above), together with the necessary remittance,
must be forwarded to R.H.Q. IM M EDIATELY.
A ticket for the number of carton lunches
applied for w ill then be sent to the Branch
Secretary who w ill be responsible for drawing
that number from the “ration points” in the
marquees.

(b )

Applications for buffet lunches (see para. 2 (j)
above), together with the necessary remittance,
should be forwarded to R.H.Q. IM M EDI
ATELY. Tickets w ill then be sent to those
applying.

Dress
6.

(a )

Serving Officers: N o. 2 Dress, with sword,
medals and decorations; or Battle Dress with
medals.

(b )

Retired Officers and members of the Regiment
other than those serving: Lounge suit with
medals.

(c )

T .A . Officers not on parade: Lounge suit with
medals or, if in possession, N o. 2 Dress, with
sword, medals and decorations.
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Forty Years On
By N . G. W ALE
FTER a lapse of some 45 years, my wife and I decided
to revisit Ireland and explore the South-W est, which
we did not know. After rather frustrating experiences at
Fishguard where, due to a strike in Cork, we sat in the car
park for four hours waiting for the boat to arrive, and a
subsequent most unpleasant crossing, we were thankful to
arrive in Cork.

A

During the journey up through the harbour I recalled
the last tim e I had done the same trip. This was in 1919,
with the details of the 1st Battalion The Buffs, and I re
membered how the ship was played into port by the Band
conducted by Mr. Elvin. On that occasion the sun was
shining; this tim e it was raining.
Having disembarked and retrieved our car after
another long wait, all our troubles were soon forgotten. We
seemed to have come to a country quite 50 years behind
the times. This was emphasised, as soon as we struck west,
by the few cars we met, the presence of horse and donkey
carts and loose animals either wandering on the road or
sitting in the middle of it and being most reluctant to move.
Above all, we were impressed by the charming manners
wherever we went. Blarney it may be, but oh! what a
pleasant change.
M ost of our tim e was spent in Co. Kerry and the
D ingle peninsular, a most lovely part of the country, even
for a non-fisherman.
On our homeward journey we decided to revisit old
haunts and went to Fermoy, Lismore and Dungarvan. Both
barracks at Fermoy are in ruins, with grass and weeds kneehigh everywhere— a most depressing sight. The aerodrome,
where once Colonel Power tried to teach some of us to
play polo, is now covered with huts, an industrial centre,
I believe, but the house at the far end, which as far as
I remember, was occupied by Harry M ilton and his fam ily,
still stands and was occupied.
Nothing, however, can destroy the beauty of the
River Blackwater as seen from the bridge and die Rathealay Road, where we used to live.
The Club, once the stronghold of Colonel Johnny
Bowles and Tony Fleury, is now part of the Royal Hotel
and the whole town gave one the impression of being a
bit of a backwater. In fact, I was told that it had never
really recovered from The Buffs’ departure !
We continued on our way to Lismore, where we spent
two nights at the hotel, still the only one, near the Clock
Tower. The town does not appear to have changed at all
since the days when “C” Company had a detachment
there. It was extremely pleasant to discover that Lady
Godfrey, who is now over 90, and her two daughters, were
still living there, and they remembered us together with
many more of the Regiment, especially Leslie Essell,
“Rosie” and T it W illow, about whom there were many
inquiries.

W e were most fortunate in being shown over the castle
and gardens by Q odagh Anson (again many inquiries)
who is one o f the Castle Directors. It was most interesting
to renew our acquaintance with it, as my w ife and I had
stayed there with the Penroses, who lived in the Agent’s
wing. In the afternoon we went to Dungarvan, which really
has hardly altered at all, except that there are some betterclass shops. The Park H otel, which was the detachment’s
officers mess and was run by Harry Murphy, still requires a
coat of paint.
The Police Barracks, which were detachment H .Q .,
seemed to be used as offices. It struck one as a most un
fortunate place to have had to occupy during the
“ troubles,” with its two narrow gates through which all
entry and exit had to be made, thus making any surprise
movements practically impossible.
During our visit we had hoped to see Mrs. Ronald
Gem (nee Muriel Villiers Stewart), who has a summer
cottage at Helvick Head, but unfortunately she was away
in Cork. On our way back to Lismore, we called on Kendal
Chavasse, late Royal Irish Fusiliers, who lives at Cappagh.
H e w ill be remembered from the Bareilly days, and, in
fact, is yet more closely connected with The Buffs, as his
son married Jimmy Crozier’s daughter.
Our journey to Cork next day was marred by con
tinuous heavy squalls of rain, which blotted out the lovely
views we were anticipating, but later it cleared and we left
in sunshine and had a very pleasant, smooth crossing.
In spite of our frustrations to begin with, I do recom
mend a holiday in South W est Ireland for a complete
change in a beautiful country amongst most delightful
people. But don’t forget your mackintosh!

IF YOU ARE NOT
ALREADY A MEMBER
OF THE REGIMENTAL
ASSOCIATION, W HY NOT
BECOME ONE N O W ?
"FORTY YEARS ON" YOU
MAY REGRET NOT
BEING A MEMBER!
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CORRESPONDENCE
Kensington Palace,
London, W .8.
19th June, 1964.

I have written to Col. Strathy today extending the
greetings of the Regiment as w ell as your personal
message.

M ajor-Gen. D . E. B. Talbot, C.B., C.B.E., D .S.O ., M .C.,
T he Old House,
Boreham Street,
Hailsham, Sussex.

Once again, thank you very much for having me to
dinner and I look forward to seeing you in the future.
Yours sincerely.
H . S. JO H NSO N.
(L t.-C ol., Queen’s Own Rifles of Canada.)

Dear General Talbot,
Her Royal Highness has asked me to tell you how
very much indeed she enjoyed the A t Home last week
and how pleased she was to have this opportunity of
meeting so many members of the Regiment.
Princess Marina wishes me to send you and all those
concerned her warm thanks for the kind hospitality she
received and her good wishes.
Yours sincerely,
FRANCES BALFOUR,
Lady in W aiting.

Llandefaelog House,
Brecon.
30th June, 1964.
The Editor, Invicta.
Dear Sir,
I have just received Invicta for June, and I should
like to say how very much we appreciate the wonderful
tributes to my late husband. W ould you be so kind as to
express our gratitude on behalf of m yself and his family?
Yours sincerely,
A N N M ORGAN.

High Firs,
Liss, Hampshire.
15th June, 1964.

Flat A,
10 Buckland Crescent,
London, N .W .3.
27th June, 1964.

Dear General Talbot,
Thank you so very much for inviting the first Com
manding Officer of H .M .S. Kent to the Regimental
Dinner. It was a great occasion for me and I thoroughly
enjoyed every minute of it, especially the opportunity of
m eeting so many of the serving and retired officers of the
Regiment.
I feel sure that nothing but good can come of our
association and only wish that I was able to continue to
take an active part. But I feel sure that the ship under
my successor w ill keep it going from strength to strength.
I shall certainly be watching on the touch-line.
Yours sincerely,

The Editor, Invicta.
Dear Sir,
In his note re Harold Morgan, J.V.R.J. says that
“The Buffs didn’t see him again in World War 1 (after
1915), he was posted to the M .G .C .” The second writer
says that he was awarded his D .S.O . with 7th Bn. Duke
of W ellington’s Regiment.
In fact, Harold joined 1st Bn. The Buffs early in 1918
as Second-in-Command to M icky Power and was awarded
the D .S.O . for his handling of the Battalion in the 21st
March, 1918, battle in the temporary absence of Lt.-C ol.
Power at Brigade H.Q.

JOHN W ELLS
(Capt. John W ells, R .N .)

Canadian Army Liaison Establishment,
1 Grosvenor Square,
London, W .l.
11th June, 1964.
Dear General Talbot,
It was a great privilege and pleasure to be with you
at the Regimental Dinner last night. This opportunity to
meet old friends and make new ones in The Queen’s Own
Buffs comes to very few officers in The Queen’s Own
R ifles and I am indeed fortunate.

Yours faithfully,
E. FOSTER-HALL
(Brigadier).
(Retired Regular Officer of The B uffs).
71 Oxford Road,
Canterbury, Kent.
5th July, 1964.
The Regimental Secretary,
Dear Sir,
It is with great regret that I have to inform you of
the death of my father, Reginald A. (B ill) Bailey, on
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Friday last. H e joined the 4th Battalion The Buffs in
1908, and remained throughout his life a keen follower
of the Regim ent, his only regret being that he was unable
to serve w ith the Regiment in W orld War II, and had to
serve with the Royal Signals. H e served his country
throughout the 1914-18 and 1939-45 wars. H e was, I
believe, a Life Member of the Association.
His death came peacefully at the Canterbury Hos
pital, during an attempt, about the third one, to re-set a
broken leg following an early morning fall on the stairs
at this address. H e was working full-tim e with the W .D.
Land Agents, Canterbury, until his accident. H e leaves
a widow, three sons and a daughter, grandchildren, etc.
H e was aged 72.
H is wish was always that his funeral be accomplished
quietly and without flowers, and following an inquest to
be held next Tuesday, he w ill be cremated at Barham
on Thursday.
So passes a very fine husband, father, soldier and
lover of his country.
Yours faithully,
RICHARD G. BAILEY.
Kenton, Exeter.
1st July, 1964.
The Editor, Invicta.
Dear Sir,
W ith diffidence may I be allowed to express a few
thoughts which might benefit Invicta?
The main function of a regimental paper, like any
other newspaper, is to propagate news, to air views and
to print topical articles of universal interest to its readers.
Invicta does all of these but some of the news has gone
stale before it ever reaches the printer. Some never was
news.
How may this be avoided? I suggest that before any
tyro picks up his unpractised pen he should recall the
rusty old adage :—
“D og bites man—N O T news.
Man bites dog IS news.”
In other words, humdrum routine is not news but
the many little events that flash across the screen of life
in any community are news provided the writer can
describe them piquantly.
If I may say so without hurting anyone’s feelings, I
feel that all w ill agree that nearly always the correspon
dents of the three Territorial battalions excel in offering,
often brilliant, pen pictures of their goings on. They are
brief, frequently w itty, and to the point. W ith a few deft
strokes of the pen they paint a picture which is a panorama
filled with highlights. Perhaps each battalion is lucky in
having a professional newshawk.
Sir, humbly m ay I beg the Regular battalion to take
a leaf from their book? A first step would be to curtail

or abolish Company and sub-unit notes which are fre
quently repetitious. A second step would be, wherever
possible, to om it any but a passing reference to the weather.
The next step is for the battalion correspondent systematic
ally to gather in his news item s throughout the month and
to file them.
From all this material he selects the main episodes
(and this w ill include the names of the principals in
volved whatever their rank). Sifting now the wheat from
the chaff he compiles his article, spicing with humour or
pathos, but not bathos, according to taste. N ext day, or
later, he takes a red pencil and reads his script through,
striking out everything which is superfluous— a word here,
a paragraph there. Then, if he can, he types it (double
space to allow room for amendments).
When at last it returns to him in the pages of Invicta,
let him not feel hurt if you, Sir, have ruthlessly cut his
favourite passage. Editors often do, for space is their
problem. But when he reads his piece again a week later
he may realise how much it has improved on the original.
Hard writing makes easy reading. Streamlining saves space
so catches the eye.
M any of the contributions to Invicta are gems. “Up
the Kamuni Creek” by L ./C p l. N . Cocking was one. The
reader could see it all happening. Another by Cocking w ill
mean a sell-out— or it ought to.
“A Trip T o N epal” by Simon Boucher was another.
Evidently he has inherited the gleaming pen of my old
and illustrious friend, his gallant father whom we all miss
so much.
Let’s have more of these, Sir. W hy not offer a prize?
Yours ever faithfully,
R O BIN TU K E.
(M ajor Robin Tuke, a retired Officer of T he Buffs and
author of many articles which have appeared in the pages
of The Dragon and of this Journal.)
“C” Company,
1st Bn. The Queen’s Own Buffs,
B.F.P.O . 9.
9th June, 1964.
The Editor, Invicta.
Dear Sir,
From your Editorial in the April edition I gained the
impression that future 1st Battalion Company and D e
partment notes w ill be condensed to “snippets” with a
view to excluding them entirely in tim e. Before this action
is taken may I make a few points in favour of the old
system?
D etailed Company notes provide a record of a Com
pany’s activities and as such they serve a useful purpose.
Although at times and especially in England they may
not always contain a glut of interesting material, at other
times Company activities are significant. During the
current state of emergency in British Guiana Companies
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are widely spread and are engaged on important security
duties. Surely this is a time when Company notes are
more than justified?
Even in England a brief Company note is worthwhile
simply to record the promotion of Corporal “X” or lo
sympathise with Private “Y” in hospital. If these events
are parochial they are nevertheless the incentive which
makes members of the 1st Battalion read and subscribe
to the magazine. For a long time The Queen’s Own
Gazette used to publish platoon notes. The standard of
these was often poor and they were filled with cliches
and solecisms which must have made the sophisticated
wince! But the fact remains that more soldiers then pur
chased the “Q.O.G.” than now purchase Invicta.
Most people would agree that the Regimental Journal
is well rid of platoon notes. But the good in such notes
was the personal relationship between the Journal and
readers. This relationship till now has been continued in
Company notes. But if these, too, disappear the junior
ranks serving with the 1st Battalion will be the readers
to be estranged and this would be regrettable.
Finally, Sir, if space is a consideration would it not
be possible to increase the 1st Battalion’s allocation in
order to include Company notes? Three and a half pages
in 42 (April) is hardly excessive.
Yours faithfully,

189 St. Luke’s Avenue,
Ramsgate.
5th June, 1964.
The Editor, Invicta.
Dear Sir,
With reference to the announcement on p. 177 of the
May issue of Invicta about my “all time high” in selling
Derby Sweepstake tickets, I cannot accept all the honour
and glory, for without the help of my many friends,
especially those who attended the 2nd Bn. (2nd World
War) Reunion, this would have been impossible. Believe
me I am very grateful for their assistance and I’m sure
they are as pleased as I am to be able in this way to
help raise funds for the Association. It is on their behalf
that I accept the congratulations and thanks.
I do hope the Sweepstake was a great success.
Yours sincerely,
“BEN.”
(Mr. J. R. Hogben, ex-Buft's, for many years Chairman
of the Ramsgate Branch and still a faithful and loyal
member of the Association. Writes the Branch Notes every
monrh and his wife the Ladies’ Guild Notes.)

C. D. B. BUTLER
(Captain).

Tonbridge and Tunbridge Wells Branch,
The Regimental Association,
1st July, 1964.
The Regimental Secretary.
Dear Sir,
Will you please note that this Branch will change the
date of the monthly meeting from the third Wednesday
of each month to the TH IRD THURSDAY of each
month; the change to take effect as from 17th September
of this year.
After liaison with the Commanding Officer of the
4/5 th Bn. The Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment
(T.A .), it was decided to give this change a trial, as we
all agreed that it would give us a much better chance of
contacting members of the Battalion regarding the activities
of our Branch, and also what the Regimental Association
means to, and what it can do to assist, Present members
as well as Past members of the Regiment. Thursday is a
drill evening, so you will understand that we shall have a
much greater opportunity of meeting what we hope will
be some younger material to fill our ranks.
Mention of the above will appear in our next quota
of news, but I thought it better to write direct and let
you know of the change.
Yours sincerely,
F. JEZARD
(Hon. Secretary).

FUEMUNS
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1st Battalion Newsletter From British Guiana

E State of Emergency continues and appears likely
to involve the Battalion for some time to come:
sporadic outbursts of inter-racial violence and reprisals up
and down the coastal strip have kept the rifle companies
at full stretch throughout June. This has meant ceaseless
patrolling, on foot or in Land Rovers, at all hours of the
day and night; raids, searches, cordons all carried out
in noisome, unbeautiful areas and consequently both
tiring and tiresome.

Operations have been greatly helped by the intro
duction of helicopters, both naval and military, which
have proved a boon in the field of patrolling and inter
communications. In cutting a thoroughly uncomfortable
four-hour road journey to A Company down to a cool
and pleasant half-hour trip they have, however, allowed
a sufficient intrusion on M ajor Harold Gatehouse’s
privacy to draw forth some fairly terse comments from
him!

The peace has been successfully, if precariously,
kept and it is much to the credit of all concerned that
the Battalion has not yet fired a shot in anger—despite
strong temptations. Instead, innumerable crowds have
had to be dispersed, large numbers of arrests made and
a wide variety of weapons and other lethal looking hard
ware seized and confiscated.

It has been a month of steadily increasing rainfall
and the low lying coastal strip is now awash in many
places: the attendant clouds of mosquitoes have presented
a major hazard, particularly on the East Coast and the
Courantyne; Georgetown and Atkinson Field are, how
ever, hardly affected by them at all.
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There has been a redeployment of companies as a
result of which we have handed over responsibility for
the West Coast Demerara to the 1st Bn. Devonshire and
Dorset Regiment and C Company, after a notably suc
cessful spell there, are now in Georgetown. All Companies
were involved in the arrests of prominent trouble-makers
which were made on 13th June: the action of the Governor,
that day, in taking over the running of the Emergency was
widely welcomed by the vast majority of the population.
He had honoured us with his presence at Dinner in the
Officers’ Mess a few days previously.
Q u e e n ’s B irth d a y

Due to operations no ceremonial parade was held.
However, on the evening of 13th June in the presence of
the Governor, the Band and Corps of Drums carried out
a Beating Retreat in memorable style. Some 4,000 spec
tators were present and showed their appreciation by
warm applause.

P te s . A d a m s, S h u ttle b o th a m , A n th o n y , A t t w a te r a n d W e e k e s , a ll o f B C o m p an y , h a v in g j u s t d is p e rs e d
tr o u b le m a k e r s d u r in g o p e ra tio n s o n t h e E a s t C o a s t D e m e ra ra .

a c ro w d

of

302

(A b o v e ). S g t. W ild ish , B C o m p an y ,
Leading a m ix e d p a tr o l o f Q u e e n ’s
O w n B u lls a n d B r itis h G u ia n a
V o lu n te e r F o r c e m e n o n a p a tr o l
a lo n g a. b a c k d a m on E a s t C o a st
D e m e ra ra .

(L e ft). A c a s e o f H o b s o n ’s ch o ice.
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Eastern Epic

A sharp increase in tension and violence on the East
Coast have kept B Company, helped by the Drums and
the Recce Platoon, at full stretch during the past three
weeks. Major Jack Fletcher, now controlling the combined
efforts of all Security Forces in the area, has a large
parish stretching some 40 miles from Georgetown east
wards to the latest trouble spot, among the mosquitoridden coconut plantations and rice fields of the Mahaicony
River. A sense of humour, our invaluable ally in these
conditions, shows through the following extract from his
diary :—
“Platoons are having a very energetic and tiring time
of it trying to prove that we can be everywhere at once.
Even Company H.Q. have been seen on patrol under
the alternate and inspiring leadership of C.S.M. Johns
and C.Q.M.S. Wagstaff. One of the more stirring sights
of the campaign was the C.S.M. leading his ill-assorted
battle group into action at dead of night. On the Com
pany Commander’s frantic cry over the radio ‘there’s a
fire on the middlewalk dam!’ the heroic group leapt nimbly
over the dam, only to fall slightly short and find that

not all dams are a mere 3 feet deep. L./C pl. Chamber’s
gurgled ‘Roger, out’ over the air is something which will
surely rank with the sinking of the Birkenhead as a
prime example of discipline in distress.
“The vogue for exotic pets is spreading. Green
parrots are now OUT, and budgerigars and anacondas
IN. 8 Platoon, knowing how much the C.S.M. likes snakes,
put their 10ft. anaconda on the front seat of his car.
Merlino has now added the trick of turning green to the
many others in his repertoire.
“Other epics include the appearance of Cpl. Took,
our M.T. N.C.O., and Pte. Thomas, the Company Com
mander’s driver, in ‘The Times’ under the caption ‘British
troops guard bridge at Buxton.’ Little could the readers
of that illustrious tabloid know that our two heroes were
merely sightseeing while the Wagstaff combat group
patrolled dramatically round the scene of an incident.
“We congratulate L./C pl. Chambers for dispersing a
riotous assembly. Let’s face it he didn’t know, until they
told him, that it was a bus queue!”

IS o p e ra tio n s o n t h e W e s t C o a s t D e m e ra ra . A p a tr o l o f C C o m p a n y in a c tio n .
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A c a n a l b a r g e is s e a rc h e d b y a C C o m p a n y p a tro l.

Return of C Company

After a most successful three months and more of
keeping the peace on the West Coast Demerara, C Com
pany, under Major Rex Shearburn, have been dragged,
protesting, into Georgetown as a result of the redeploy
ment between the two battalions here. Without a doubt
they did a really good job there and their efforts earned
them paeans of praise from the Garrison Commander—
and a crate of rum from one of the Estates. Mention of
Leonora, Uitvlugt or any of their happy hunting grounds
over there brings a lustful gleam to their eyes, but it
should not be long before they’ll be off to fresh pastures.
H.Q. Company

few would ride on in England. It is a great credit to all
N.C.O.’s and drivers that we have such low vehicles off
the road state considering the appalling conditions in
which they work.”
Personalia

Major Geoffery Winstanley joined us during the
month—just in time to be President of a Board of Officers!
Congratulations are due to the “Fathers” of C Com
pany, Lt. Mike Clinch, Cpl. Hunt and Pte. Freitag, whose
wives have presented each with a son.
Also to the following on promotion :—
To C ./Sgt: Sgts. Pooley (H .Q .), Gordon,
D.C.M. (H .Q .), Wood (A ).
To A./Cpl.: L./Cpls. Wood (A ), Crisp (A ),
Cocking (H .Q .), Bonin (H .Q .).
To A ./L ./C pls.: Ptes. Bradford (C ), Gittins
(A ), Purdy (A ), Bullen (B ), Glyde (B ),
Woodbine (B ), Goggins (C ), Bowles
(H .Q .), Beasley (H .Q .), Vaillancourt
(H .Q .), Burnett (H .Q .), Sharp (H .Q .),
Dearden (H .Q .), Knight (H.Q.).

At Atkinson Field, Major Denis Campbell now
commands what could aptly be described as a Mixed
Force—with capital letters; in fact, members of the Regi
ment are now in a minority and there are practically as
many West Countrymen, quite apart from the helicopter
crews and groups of R.A.M.C., R.A.S.C., R.A.O.C. and
R.E.M.E. to be found there.
The drivers and staff of the M.T. Platoon continue
to do sterling work as may be inferred from the following
extract from their notes:—
“It may be of general interest to readers, that in
keeping the Battalion on the move as we do 24 hours a
day, to give you some statistics we have built up in the
four months we have been here. Our petrol consumption
to date has been 15,270 gallons. Our mileage 165,902—
of this mileage, 85 per cent, has been on roads of which

Sport

The Emergency and the weather have continued to
relegate all sport to a back seat. Rugger alone looks like
surviving and a combined team of the Devon and Dorsets
and ourselves did well, on its first appearance, to beat
the strongest of the local sides—the Caribs—by 5-3.
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T A IL PIECE

NEWS

FROM

COLCHESTER

“ Bogglin Frute ”
W IVES’ CLUB
A Company have remained unchanged in the Courantyne, some 80 miles East of Georgetown, and have had
a busy month keeping their area under control, fighting
the hordes of mosquitoes which now share it w ith them—
and fending off casual day trippers from Georgetown!
Nevertheless, they have found tim e to address to Invicta
readers their views on a subject of topical interest.
“Dear Sir,
Yoo think me and me mates of 2 pltn ( ‘The Rebels’)
carnt read no write? W ell we are proper hoppin because
yoo flippin cutt out our A Coy nodes in April. Talk about
some readers think our nodes indisgestible. W ot we wont
to node is wot yoo think yore flamin Editor’s page iz?
We reckon its dizgracefull yoo have yore magacine full
of all that stuffy jazz for offisirs and retired CSM s and
past and present (exscept uz?) and ladies giuld teas and
TA and branch darts scores and what have yoo. W ot
about uz leen brown soddliers of the 60s? W e done want
no snippets we are tem tped to exspress the hope yoo
tell yore other readers (who were they?) where to putt
there hopes that Bn newsledders have come to stay. We
only wont to read about our Coy in our Coy notes.

ED N ESD A Y , June 3, was our most popular after
noon yet, possibly people had guessed there was
money to be won— or lost— on the Ransley Derby Sweep.
After a great race between M rs. Waring and M rs. Rans
ley this was finally won by M rs. Waring (and Santa
C laus), M rs. Lumbard came third.

W

Those present at this afternoon social were: M esdames Shearbum, M ace, Lumbard, Clarke, Johns, Tidy,
Gordon, Spalding, Hurley, Histed, Parker, Parker, Lynes,
Waring and Ransley. The raffles were won by M rs. Clarke
and Mrs. Hurley.
For the evening social on the 17th June, M rs. Shearbum very kindly gave a Beauty Counselor demonstration.
This was much appreciated by us all, but we hope that
Mrs. Shearbum does not usually pause in her more serious
demonstrations and say “Has anyone put the kettle on?”
Mrs. Winters was the subject of the demonstration and
watching were Medames H isted, Parker, B illett, Spalding,
Fletcher, T idy, Gordon, Simpson, Guillaume, Vale,
Parker, Ransley and Waring. M rs. Ransley was the lucky
winner of the raffle.

Sir, I remain. Sir, yore obeddient Servant, Sir
Pte N ew t and the Boys of Terrible Two.
P.S. N oddy says you wont to read a good book yoo
try something good by John Lennon in his own write,
not all that bogglin frute borne in cuckoo-land.”
b

s

[Editor’s comment: The 1st Battalion’s Education Officer
has obviousy got a job on his hands with Pte. N ew t!—
always assuming, of course, that there is such a person!]

or

t ^

jro * >
1739

J. H. G. HAMILTON
WINE & SPIRIT MERCHANT

FOREMOST FOR FORD

2 THE LONGMARKET
CANTERBURY
Telephone - CANTERBURY 62148

AYNES

BROTHERS Lm

MAIDSTONE

a t '/? /

ASHFORD ROAD — TED. 55726 (7 lines)

//t
Kent's First

Main Dealers

te J

306

NEWS FROM THE DEPOT
JUNIOR SOLDIERS' ADVENTURE
TR AINING
U N IO R Cpl. D avid Murphy, T he Queen’s Own Buffs,
of 127 Braithwaite Avenue, Keighley, Yorkshire, was
one of a party of eight Junior Soldiers of the D epot which
recently spent a week in Belgium cycling, bivouacking, and
map reading. The exercise was designed to develop the
Junior Soldiers’ initiative and self-reliance in a foreign
country. They also attended the Salient Circle’s Menin
Gate Ceremony at Ypres.

J

The party proceeded by the car ferry from Dover to
Ostend where bicycles were hired under arrangements
made by Mr. Verstraete, Secretary of the Salient Circle

(W hitstable) in Ypres. He has visited Canterbury as a
guest of the Salient Circle at their Shell H ole Suppers.
The route taken was Ostend-Ypres-M enin-CourtraiRenaix - Waterloo - Brussels - A lost - Ghent - BrugesOstend. The party was divided into an administrative
group with a Land Rover and a cycling group. Each day
die composition of the administrative group of two Junior
Soldiers was changed to provide a rest from cycling and
to prevent staleness.
M any visits to museums and castles were made and
the educational value of the exercise was high. The Junior
Soldiers much appreciated the hospitality and courtesy
of the Belgians.

News irom the Territorial B attalions
4th BN. THE BUFFS (T.A.)
U N E is always busy and this year has been no exception.
It has also seen Major J. H . Davison, who has finally
made it from his life of ease with his 250 wives in com
mand of the Home D etails of the 1st Battalion, and R .S.M .
Newman both safely installed.

J

Major M acDonald paid us an impromptu visit and
the result was a number of instant and effective parties.
We all wish him the greatest good fortune on his assurnp- ^
tion of Command of the 1st Battalion in British Guiana.
The Brigade Signal Exercise “Quick Passage II” on
27th June was deemed a great success; although the 62
sets played us up the weather did not.
The vehicle inspection went off all right with Faversham and Sittingbourne having an outstanding report.
Busy “Bee” Sittingbourne
Sittingbourne D rill H all is a mass of paint, ink,
coloured paper and bunting, as preparations for the local
Carnival are in full swing. The big night is 1st July and
the procession is being led by the Regimental Band. This
is not the only splash of colour to be seen. The roses and
other flowers in front of the D rill H all are a credit to our
resident caretaker, Mr. Fred Tobin. The Company Can
teen has returned to its usual happy atmosphere with B ill
Sinclair back behind the bar. H e is looking very fit and
w ell and does not look a day older than 31, yet alone 71.
A ll our thanks to his relief. You did a grand job, Fred.

Congratulations to Sgt. Shrubsall, Army Catering
Corps, on his recent promotion and on passing his B .l
Trade T est. What with the bandmaster, drum major,
officers’ mess steward and now the cook sergeant based
at Sittingbourne we expect to be redesignated from "B”
to H.Q . (2 ) at any moment.
Pte. D avid M ockler came in to see us the other day.
He is thoroughly enjoying his basic training at Home
Counties Brigade D epot, although not too keen on all that
P.T. Much to the surprise of some of our older members
he has managed to save some of his black curls.
For several months now w e have held Regimental
Association meetings on drill evenings combining with it
our own social evening. T his has proved a success not
only socially but by getting some of the younger soldiers
interested in the Regimental Association.
We are now preparing for the training of some of
the cadets from the Faversham and Sittingbourne Detach
ments of the 1st A.C .F. Bn. to take their Certificate “A .”
It’s all in a day’s work and we are pleased to help them.
Once again the annual inspection of vehicles and
weapons is behind us. Comment w ill be reserved until the
written report has been seen. A few groans were heard
when our 3-tonner was despatched to workshops the day
before the inspection. AFTER ALL T H A T WORK,
TOO.
Sergeants’ M ess
A t a social held at the Sergeants’ M ess in Leros
Barracks on Saturday, 13th June, the Regimental Sergeant
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Major, on behalf of all members of the M ess, presented
a silver cruet set, suitably inscribed and contained in a
presentation box, to Major H . Duncan Lees on the
occasion of his handing over his appointment of Training
Major. The occasion for saying goodbye and making
appropriate speeches and presentations was a double affair.
A little later in the evening C.S.M . M ills, on behalf of
all M ess members, presented to Regimental Sergeant
Major M cM illan an electric bracket dock, suitably in
scribed, to mark the occasion of his forthcoming departure
to B.A.O.R. where he takes up the appointment of R .S.M .
of the A ll Arms Training Centre at Sennelager.
The M ess was at full strength for the occasion and
among the guests who looked in during the evening whom
we were very pleased to see was Major M acDonald, who
had managed to slip away for a short time from another
engagement. T ed Harwood, now no longer a member of
the battalion but who had on that day been informed that
he had been awarded the M .B.E., was also present with
A lf Trice, who had only the day before retired after a life
tim e of service with the Regiment.
The usual excellent buffet, prepared under the super
vision of Sgt. Tim H ealey, received worthy words of praise
from all.
It was a good way to round off the evening or, as
has been reported from a reliable quarter, “an excellent
half tim e refreshment which enabled us to make room for
more liquid.”
On Thursday, 18th, a large number of members
assembled in the M ess to m eet the new Regimental Ser
geant M ajor. R .S.M . Newman is no stranger to many of
us. We welcome him and hope that his stay w ill be a
happy one.
Farewells have already been said but if we m ight be
permitted one final gesture it would be to place on record
the high regard in which we held R .S.M . M cM illan.
Although a member of the M iddlesex Regiment, with
whom he served for a great number of years, during the
tim e he was with us he was very much a Buff. His
active participation, with that of Mrs. M cM illan, in all
Regimental functions, including those of the Regimental
Association, serve to illustrate just how loyal a Buff
he had become. We are sure that he w ill have many
memories of happy associations with the Regiment and we
wish R .S.M . and Mrs. M cM illan the very best of luck
in their new appointment.

5th BN. THE BUFFS (T.A.)
UNE! usually sees the R.E.M .E. inspection season in full
swing, and true to form we have been subjected to the
annual visits of the experts on vehicles, instruments and
radio and so on. A ll this has meant a busy month for
everybody as w ill emerge from the notes which follow.

J

Birthday Honours L e t
Congratulations to Major Alan Peckham and W .O .II

(R .Q .M .S.) E. G . Harwood—more recently of the 4th
Battalion— on their well-deserved awards. Major Peckham
is a well-remembered Training Major of this Battalion
during the presentation of Colours era and R .Q .M .S. Har
wood can lay claim to having been a member of the war
tim e 5th Battalion, when he was the C ./S g t. of “A”
Company.
Unexpected M eeting
H .M . The Queen's Birthday Parade is not usually
the place for unexpected meetings and so it was very
nice to see Lieut. Ian Taylor there, representing his new
county of Hampshire. A ll seems to be going well with
him.
Busy Band and Drums
The Battalion Band and Drums are now poised for
their summer season. Already they have been to M aid
stone for the Regimental Reunion on 5th July, the first
tim e they have performed “over the border.” Previously,
the Band played a static programme at the County G vil
Defence Rally and at the Ramsgate Round Table Fete.
Future engagements include the M inster and Monkton
Flower Show and, of course, various carnivals.
Another Tenant
W .O .II Walters at Dover is fast becoming an experi
enced landlord. W ith the Detachment of 44 (H .C .) Signal
Regt. now established at Liverpool Street it looks as if
the P .S .I. of D Company is in for a busy tim e. One sug
gestion, that he should set up another Kremlin down there,
is probably the answer— although according to him one
such establishment is more than enough!
Exercise— Itis
The main training event was the 133 Infantry Brigade
exercise “Quick Passage II” which was held in the Tun
bridge W ells area. T he Commanding Officer was an
interested spectator on this occasion and command
devolved on Major Charles Balding. A ll went w ell and
proved the efficacy of the various cribs from SOP’s to
U nit Documentation. The command post tent, acquired
by almost shot-gun tactics by W .O .II M atthews, was tried
out and w ill prove very satisfactory. T he marked increase
amongst Battalion Headquarters staff in enthusiasm for
camping is strange indeed—but why not, with “all mod
cons” so readily available in the stores?!
A more sinister exercise was “Turnstile” during the
course of which the R .Q .M .S. disappeared behind a
security curtain of such proportions that no one really
knows what did happen on that particular weekend!
R.E.M .E. Inspections
T his annual hurdle is in full swing. Sm all arms have
been done fortunately and that report is awaited with
confidence. At the tim e of writing, vehicles and radio
are lined up for attention and, if the preparatory work is
anything to go by, then we need not fear the outcome.
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This year’s gimmick has been “oil can lubrication” and
may well prove to be the turning point. The Signal
Platoon worked hard laying out their intricate stores
and are to be congratulated on the manner in which their
sets were presented for inspection.
Conference Time
The Permanent Staff Officers attended the Brigade
Commander’s convention at Pembury and this was fol
lowed by the Commanding Officers’ conference on 22nd
June at which the Training Directive for the rest of the
year was produced. Wall charts are now being frenzidly
written up to keep pace with all the things expected to
happen.
Obituary
It was with great regret that we heard of the death
of Colonel B. G. Turner, T.D., F.R.I.C.S., F.A.I., Major
Graham Turner’s father, and he has our sympathy at this
very sad time. The Commanding Officer attended the
funeral service at St. Mary the Virgin, Dover.
Visits
A very welcome visitor was Lt.-Col. E. W. Mac
Donald, en route for the 1st Battalion. He was accom
panied by Major V. C. Swanby, of the Australian Regular
Army, and Major and Mrs. Rusty Thomycroft. It was
splendid to see them all, quite apart from any business
aspect of such a visit, since it provided the P.M.C. with
the excuse for laying-on an impromptu and most successful
luncheon in the Officers’ Mess.
A party of Officers have recendy visited H.M.S. Kent
and we hope to be entertaining representatives of the
Wardroom at Westwood in the near future when a pre
sentation will be made to H.M.S. Kent on behalf of the
Battalion.
Leave
P.S.I.’s leave dates have now been confirmed and the
Training Major has given up the unequal struggle of
coping with Proficiency Boards under such conditions and
has himself proceeded on leave! In the meantime a new
file has been opened, marked Copenhagen, which is grow
ing thicker day by day. What this portends is not yet
known and must be the subject of a later report.
Get Well Soon

SAVINGS ACCOUNTS
TO SU IT . . .
ALL RANKS
PAST
AND PRESENT

*

HASTINGS AND THANET
BUILDING SOCIETY
4 ST. GEORGE’S PLACE
CANTERBURY
Telephone: Canterbury 62543
Ask for free booklet “ Sowings for Security”
—without obligation, of course.
M E M B ER O F T H E BUILDING SO CIETIES
ASSOCIATION

Authorised for Investments by Trustees

PURCELL
(M AIDSTONE)

Ltd.
APPOINTED AND APPROVED
TAILORS AND OUTFITTERS
to th e

QUEEN’S O W N BUFFS
THE ROYAL KENT REGIMENT
and Approved Tailors to the
HOM E COUNTIES BRIGADE

Pte. Fright, of H.Q. Company, was seriously injured
in an accident whilst on his way to the T.A. Centre : nd
is at present in Margate Hospital. He has our best wishes
for a full and speedy recovery.

Stockists of th e approved p a tte rn S hirts, R egim ental
and Golf Ties, B lazer Badges, etc.

Bowling
This has caught on and Company teams are busily
engaged in amassing enormous scores in the local league.
There is no truth in the suggestion that the reprint of the
attestation paper will include a box in which to record the
recruit’s bowling prowess! As a recruiting medium its
possibilities are unlimited.

12 MIDDLE ROW
MAIDSTONE

Civil and M ilitary R equirem ents
forw arded upon request

Phone - 3575
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P h o t o : T h a n e t G a z e tte
L t.-C ol. F r a n k N ev ille, C o m m a n d in g : 5 B u ffs (T .A .), s h a k e s h a n d s w ith Cpl. N e w to n .

Thanet’s Oldest Territorial

Cpl. Albert Edward Newton, of 47 Southwood Road,
Ramsgate, has now left the Territorial Army after 22
years’ service. At a Company Parade at Westwood T.A.
Centre, Broadstairs, on 21st June, 1964, Cpl. Newton was
presented by the Commanding Officer with an inscribed
wrist watch.
A pre-war Territorial Soldier, Cpl. Newton was
mobilized with 170 Coast Regt. R.A. (T.A .) in September,
1939, and was stationed at Dover. He took part in the
cross-Channel exchanges by long-range guns and was
present on the occasion of the dramatic dash up-Channel
of the German warships Scharnhorst and Gneisenau.
When the Territorial Army was re-formed in 1948,

Cpl. Newton joined up again and served with 410 Coast
Regt. (R.A.) (T.A.) until that unit was disbanded in
1956. He transferred to Infantry and served with 5th
Battalion The Buffs (T.A .) until 20th June, 1964, when,
at the age of 60, he left the Territorial Army. He was a
popular member of H.Q. Company at Westwood and holds
the Territorial Efficiency Medal.
Cpl. Newton was a footballer of some standing, hav
ing received his County Cap in 1931 and during 1932-37
he played for a French team at Brest.
We are very sorry indeed to see him go, but one
supposes there must be a limit to the amount of armtwisting the Records Officer can put up with! Cpl. Newton
was a stalwart member of the Regimental Provost Section
and leaves a niche hard to fill.
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4th/5th BN. THE QUEEN'S O W N ROYAL WEST KENT
REGT. (T.A.)
do two platoon attacks under the critical eye of the C.O.
[E classification season is upon us, and the weapon
and the 2 i/c. An enthusiastic band of cadets swelled our
training warrant officer, C.S.M. Levett, has been
making sure that as many of us as possible earn our full numbers and obviously enjoyed the exercise.
bounty this year. There has been a certain amount of
Exercise Quick Passage Two
cursing about the fact that Shoreham range closed at the
crucial moment. Many of us had to make incredibly early
The air hummed with fictitious messages of the aost
starts to get to Gravesend and points north to fire our
lurid kind during the Brigade signals exercise, as we helped
first classification course on the S.L.R. The first of these
to build up the story of three weeks of Internal
weekends was organised by H.Q. Company on 21st and
security operations on the "Island of Corcia.” Apart from
22nd June. Representatives of the rifle companies were in
some bad patches of interference, notably from some
the minority on this occasion, but they kept their end up
talkative German trawlermen, the rear link worked well,
in the list of marksmen, which was as follows:
and the forward links gave no trouble at all. But that was
S.L.R.—Cpl. Hoare, B Company; Captain Cyster,
mainly because the lower controls, representing companies
L./C pl. Cyster and Sgt. Sales, all H.Q. Company.
and other sub-units, were parked so near to B.H.Q. As
for Corcia and the Corcians, they were a vicious cocktail
L.M.G.—Cpl. Hoare and W .O.II Hawkes, both of B
of all the British Army’s worst internal security situations
Company; Cpl. Summers, D Company; and Cpls. Kemp,
since 1945. It’s just as well that it was all in the mind!
Locke and Meacham, Sgt. Sales and Lt. Tizard, all of
H.Q. Company.
More About The Regimental Band
On the following Sunday there were fewer marksmen.
Last month the spotlight was on the bandmaster and
They were:
sergeants; now it is the turn of the corporals:

r

S.L.R.—Sgt. Wilson, A. Company; Lt. Gibbs, C.
Company. L.M.G.— Sgt. Wilson, A Company.
Three men qualified as marksmen on both weapons—
Cpl. Hoare, Sgts. Sales and Wilson. The best rifle shot
was Lt. Gibbs, with 43 out of a possible 45; the best
L.M.G. shot was Cpl. Hoare, with 119 out of a possible
120. This was very good shooting indeed.
Fried Chicken in the H eld
Tell it not in orthodox Army kitchens, but the days
of all-in stew are over in this battalion! Those who attended
the night patrol exercise early in June were regaled with
fried chicken and chips. Nor was this a flash in the
quartermaster’s pan; later in the month, during the Brigade
signals exercise, he fed us on steak and kidney pie that
would have done credit to any mother or wife on the
establishment. The efforts of all concerned on the Q side,
especially the cooks, were greatly appreciated.
Down in the Forest . . .
. . . the stirrings on the night of 6th/7th June in
Pippingford Park could have been Lt. Gibbs attacking
every objective in sight, or Officer Cadet Metzgen looking
in the wrong place, or the Signals Platoon laying line
along the muddiest track it could find. There was never
a dull moment, especially when the assistant I.O. de-briefed
Mr. Gibbs with what can only be described as a merciless
grilling worthy of Maigret or Inspector Barlow. The most
successful patrol was the one carried out by Lt. (now
Captain) Burrell and his men from B Company. On the
following morning, having obtained all the information
they needed about the "enemy,” the troops formed up to

Bass—Cpl. J. Nash, formerly of the Queen’s. He
finished his military service in the Regimental Band of
the Grenadier Guards.
Euphonium—Cpl. S. Stanton has played this instru
ment with many brass bands, and still plays with the wellknown Cable and Wireless Band.
Trombones—Cpl. W. Beech is another instrumentalist
with wide experience in the brass band world. Most
recently he was with the Hoo Silver Band. L ./C pl G.
Stevens, our other trombonist, learned to play the instru
ment during his service in the Royal Fusiliers.
Horn—L./C pl. W. Stenning enlisted in the 5th
Inniskilling Dragoon Guards, but completed his Army
musical career in the Scots Guards.
Clarinet and Saxophone—One of seven clarinettists
in the band is L ./C pl. W. Basey. He has played in the
North of England with many dance bands, and has formed
his own Dixie Group in South London.

News in Brief
T. LEWIS TIZARD has resumed his activities at H.Q.
Company after his illness. We welcome him back and
L
wish him a rapid and complete recovery.
'VA'EMBERS of D Company heard disturbing news at
the end of June about one of their old friends, the
former Cpl. Wing. His leg had been seriously injured in
a road accident, just as he was about to return to Central
Africa to take up an appointment as Colour Sergeant with
the Northern Rhodesian armed forces. We hope to have
better news of him next month.
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THE MAYFAIR TAILOR

48 BROOK STREET, MAYFAIR, LONDON, W .l
(Opposite Claridge’s Hotel)
AND

39 LONDON ROAD, CAMBERLEY
Morning and Evening W ear, Court and Military Dress for all occasfons
Hunting, Sports and Lounge Kits
ALL CLOTHS CUT BY EXPERT WEST END CUTTERS AND MADE EXCLUSIVELY BY HAND
IN OUR MAYFAIR WORKSHOPS BY THE BEST ENGLISH TAILORS

REGIMENTAL TAILORS TO THE QUEEN'S O W N

BUFFS

THE ROYAL KENT REGIMENT
Telephones :

Telegrams :
“ MILITAILA WESDO, LONDON”

MAYFAIR 0945 — CAMBERLEY 498

BY APPO INTM ENT T O H ER MAJESTY TH E QUEEN
GOLDSMITHS R C R O W N JEWELLERS,
GARRARD & C O . L T D ., L O N D O N

A fine piece of jewellery, artistically
designed, makes a charming gift.
Produced by the house of Garrard
in gold and enamel, a badge brooch
can be a token of lasting value.
Designs and estimates for gem set
brooches are supplied free at
your request. Please address all
enquiries to the military department.

The R egim ental and Brigade Badges
Crown Jewellers

G A R R A R D & CO. LTD.
112 R egen t Street • L ondon • W .l

•

Telephone: REGENT 7020 (11 lines)

312

NEWS FROM THE CADET BATTALIONS
1st A.C.F. BN. (THE BUFFS)
RAMSGATE
February, Captain R. H. Tye took over the Command
of the Ramsgate Detachment of the U nit from 2nd/L t.
A. J. Bingham, who has been transferred to Battalion
Headquarters Staff, in the appointment of Quartermaster.
Congratulations, Alan. Also welcomed to Ramsgate De
tachment is a new Sgt./Instructor, Mr. Lawrence.

F

February also saw activity in Duke of Edinburgh’s
Award Training. Three Cadets passed a weekend course
and five Cadets went on a weekend exercise with A Com
pany 5th Bn. The Buffs (T .A .), which was both instructive
and enjoyable.
An interesting film show at which 44 Cadets were
present was given by the Army Information Centre, Can
terbury.
In March, eight Cadets from the Detachment took
their Cert. “A” Part 1. All eight passed. Cadet Harris
obtaining a “ Credit.”
Twenty-four Cadets attended a Training Day with
The Kent and London Yeomanry at Canterbury and
enjoyed ai fascinating display of U nit weapons. One Cadet
attended the cross-country run at Maidstone.
Thirteen Cadets attended Operation “Night Hawk”
at Sittingbourne on llth /1 2 th April. Cadet S./M ajor
Dando with his Section escorted the “ Secret Agent” and
managed to bring back the information to Headquarters.
A good day’s shooting followed on Sunday at Conyer
Ranges.
A N .G O .’s Cadre Course a t St. Mary’s Bay was
attended by four Cadet N .G O ’s with very good results.
A most excellent record for May, three Cadets leav
ing the Detachment to join the Army:—
Cpl. C. Richards, Junior Leaders R.A.S.C.; Cpl. T.
Gambrell, Junior Leaders R.A.S.C.; Cadet P. Sheppard,
4/5 R.W.K. (T .A .); Sgt. J. Gillis, 5th Bn. The Buffs
(T .A .); L./C pl. Facey, 5th Bn. The Buffs (T.A .). Six
Cadets have Already passed their medicals and examin
ations to enter Junior Leaders Regiments in September,
1964. Cpl. Campbell, who joined the 5th Buffs in August,
1963, has since joined the R.A.M.C.
“Jolly Good Show, Ramsgate”
A new recruit to the Detachment is an ex-Canadian
Army Cadet from T he Queen’s Own Rifles of Canada
(Allied to The Queen’s Own Buffs), whose father is a ser
geant in the Canadian Military Police.
Two Cadets taking the Duke of Edinburgh’s “Bronze”
Award will complete their Course by Annual Camp of
this year.

Three Sections (25 Cadets), with Margate Detach
ment, had an exercise with the Margate Sea Cadets in
the Thanet area, finishing on Manston Aerodrome.
We are glad to see Cadet Leonard Danton back again
on parade after his recent spell in hospital.

WHITSTABLE
Y 57H ITSTA B LE has been busy again during the past
▼V quarter as the undermentioned activities will
show:—
11th/ 12th March: Organisation of and attendance at
Battalion N.C.O.’s Course, St. Mary’s Bay.
17th/18th April: Five members of the Detachment
took part in the “Kent Messenger” Walk.
28th Apnl: Representative attended meeting of
Whitstable Youth Council.
29th April: Presentation to Detachment of Eastern
Command Shooting Trophy for 1964.
2nd/3rd May: Camping weekend for Duke of Edin
burgh’s Award Training.
11th May: Three members of the. Detachment
attended Buckingham Palace Reception to re
ceive Gold Awards from H.R.H. the Duke of
Edinburgh.
17th/18th May: Duke of Edinburgh’s Award—
“Bronze” Award Expedition Test.
22nd May: House-to-house collection on behalf of
Cancer Relief Fund. (In response to appeal
from local organiser.)
24th May: Representation by 10 members of the
Detachment at Commonwealth Day Parade and
Service in Canterbury.
31st May: One Cadet entered for Cert. “A” Part II
Examination and passed with Credit.
5th/7th June: Duke of Edinburgh’s Silver Award
Expedition Test.
14th June: Practice for County Training Day, Maid
stone. (Drill Squad)

HERNE

BAY

n p H E strength of the Detachment creeps slowly but
A surely up the ladder. Eventually it is hoped to surpass
all previous {igures. Many aspects of training have been
carried out outdoors. The U nit is fortunate in having the
outskirts of the town nearby.
A day at Conyer Ranges in May proved very bene
ficial and some fine results were obtained. In fact, some
very good scores for the Empire Test were recorded.
A contest with the Heme Bay A.T.C. did not bring
forth any great victories but did much to cement the bonds
of friendship and co-operation.
Amongst the visitors to the Detachment, were the
County Cadet Commandant, Colonel A. R. H. Waring,
T.D., A.D.C., D.L., and Lt.-Col. T. L. Higgins, O.B.E.
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Last, but not least, the Detachment had a very credit
able turnout for the Commonwealth D ay Parade at Can
terbury on Sunday, 24th May.

DEAL
HE Detachment is now functioning regularly again
and has had a busy tim e getting into shape. T he D e
tachment Commander, Mr. W. Bradley, and the S g t./
Major Instructor, Mr. Fitzgerald, held two film shows at
the Detachment Headquarters and also an “ Open N ight,”
which was w ell attended and resulted in some new recruits.

T

TRAINING
Since the previous newsletter, examinations for Cert.
“A ” Parts I and II have been held.
A t Folkestone excellent results were obtained in the
Part I examination; there were no failures.
The Part II was held at Canterbury under the eagle
eye of the 4th Buffs (T .A .). Again results were very grati
fying. O f the 20 Cadets entered 18 passed with no less
than eight Credits!

PORT has played a big part in the activities of the
battalion since our last newsletter.

R ifle classification meetings on Hythe Ranges have
been under way and many Cadets now know the difference
between firing full bore and small bore! T he scores put
up by some of the Cadets give every encouragement to
the instructors.

Perhaps it is a debatable point as to whether or not
the “Kent Messenger” 50-m ile walk should come under
the heading of sport! However, we entered two adults
and 19 Cadets in this endurance test and we are very
happy to record the follow ing results:—

Folkestone Detachment are holding a training week
end on 27th/28th June. A very ambitious programme
has been arranged, incorporating many aspects of field
craft and weapon training. We hope the weather is kind
to them!

2nd A.C.F. BN. (THE BUFFS)
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(i)

The undermentioned adults and Cadets reached
Canterbury thereby receiving a certificate:—
S.M .I. Woodhams, S.I. Cyster, Cadet Sgt.
Davis, L ./C p l. Hickmott, L ./C p l. Ikle and
Cadet Hodges, of Cranbrook Detachment,
Cadets Sm ith and Jeffery, of Folkestone D e
tachment, Cadets Buss, Button and M aitland,
of N ew Romney Detachment.

(ii) Tw o certificates for reaching Ashford were
awarded to:—
Cadets Austin, Smith and L ./C p l. Page, of
Folkestone Detachment, Cpl. Fagg and Cadet
W estgarth, of N ew Romney Detachment.
T o all who entered into the spirit of the walk, in
cluding the helpers, we say jolly w ell done! T he C.O.
was pleased to receive a letter of congratulations, on the
Battalion’s entry in the walk, from Wing-Commander
Hawkins.
For the second year in succession the Battalion car
ried off the Cross-Country Running Championships, both
Junior and Senior. In spite of the weather our Cadets
gave a great performance and w hilst this is a team race,
special mention must be made of Cadet Pleasants, who
was individual winner of the Junior race for the second
time. Hat-trick next year?
Three Pilgrims School Cadets took part in the
Triathlon at W oolwich, when once again Cadet Pleasants
played a prominent part.
In the .22 Inter-U nit Challenge Shield Postal Shoot,
Capt. Peter Turner’s team from1Ashford Detachment were
placed 16th in a very large entry. A fine effort indeed.
Perhaps it w ill encourage a few more Detachments to take
part next time.

Some Detachments, Dover being the latest, have had
visits from The Queen’s Own Buffs team under Lt.
Critchley. T he team showed some excellent film s and a
selection of the m ost m odem infantry weapons. A descrip
tion given about the power of the anti-tank weapon (K arl
Gustave) gave two of the Dover Officers (both ex-tank
commanders) nightmares!
Four adults attended the course of two weekends on
the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award. This means that a very
high percentage of the Battalion’s adults are now qualified
to run the scheme in the Detachments.
A shooting match against the Air Training Corps
was held on the indoor range at Dover, teams of four
Cadets and one adult taking part in a closely run com
petition. W e are afraid that the target rifles with ParkerHale sights gave the airmen the edge over the Cadets’
N o. 8 rifles. In spite of a “possible” on both shoots by
Lt. Bob Clark, the A .T .C . scored a narrow win.
Camp this year is at Wouldham, when we are on
our own, as die other Battalions in the county w ill be at
St. M artin’s Plain. A ll ranks are looking forward to a
varied programme of sport and training with, we hope, a
fair amount of shooting.
Finally, a word of thanks to all those T .A . personnel
and Regular Army members who have done so much to
help the Battalion over these last three months. Dover
Detachment particularly wish to thank S ./S g t. Gregory,
of the Army Recruiting Team , who has done so much
to secure film s and even a First Aid Instructor to help
with the training.
Thanks, too, to Mr. Colyer, the A .A .I., for his all
round help and a special reference to his whipping up
enthusiasm for the “Kent M essenger” walk.
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So many events are taking place just now that there
has been no time for the scribe to sit in his office and
record them all, let alone deal with them in detail.
Our Battalion Dinner took place on 25th April and
we were pleased that our Honorary Colonel, MajorGeneral H. A. Hounsell, C.B., C.B.E., was able to attend
and propose the health of the Battalion. The numbers
attending showed a slight increase on last year, so we shall
endeavour to hold the Dinner on Saturdays in the future.
We were sorry that our Commandant was unable to be
present but we were pleased to see the two Deputy Com
mandants, Lt.-Col. T. L, Higgins, O.B.E., and Lt.-Col.
F. K. Theobald, M.B.E., T.D.
All Detachments have taken the opportunity of hold
ing weekend camps and nearly every weekend someone
seems to be camping out somewhere. Our greatest success
was perhaps the Patrol of six Cadets from Erith Detach
ment, who took part in the 1964 Ten Tors Expedition,
which comprised a trek of 35 miles across Dartmoor. The
team covered the course in the prescribed time and each
member qualified for a medal and a certificate.
On Whit-Sunday, our Battalion Rifle Meeting took
place at Milton Range, Gravesend, and we were indeed
fortunate with the weather this year. We congratulate Sgt.
P. King on winning the Hornby Trophy, H.Q. Platoon on
winning the Mafeking Shield, St. Mary Cray the Oakwood
Cup and Penge the Lathwood Cup.

7 -8
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The reports of our 1963 Annual Inspections have at
last been received and we are glad to record that all
Detachments “made the grade.”

GROCERY
AND

The writer has just returned from Maidstone, where
all A.C.F. Battalions in Kent met to compete for the
various trophies awarded for Drill, Turn-out, Shooting,
Band Competitions and, after lunch, the Athletic meeting.
We had our successes and otherwise, but we are pleased
to say that we entered a team for everything, which in
our view is the object of the exercise.
We now look forward to our Annual Camp at St.
Martin’s Plain, Shomcliffe, from 9th-23rd August and
next time we write we will tell you all about it. In the
meantime let us hope that the weather will be kind to us
this year.

PROVISIONS
Plus a Free Delivery Service
SHOP A T

VYE&SON
LIMITED

The K entish G rocers
*

We welcome ex-Cadet Sgt. J. M. Smith as an Adult
Sergeant Instructor, now with our Beckenham Detachment,
and we congratulate Captain J. Hutchison, of St. Mary
Cray Detachment, on his award of the Certificate of Good
Service, which is well deserved after 20 years’ loyal service
to the A.C.F.

E s ta b lis h e d 1817

*

BRAN C H ES TH RO U G H O U T K E N T
INCLUDING FRIENDLY

MODERN

SELF SERVICE

STORES
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THE ROYAL K EN T REGIM ENT

TH E QUEEN’S OW N B U FFS,

PA TR O N S
H is M ajesty K ing Frederik IX , K .G ., K ing of Denmark
Her Royal Highness Princess Marina, Duchess of Kent, C .I., G .C.V.O ., G.B.E.
P resident:
V ice-President:
M aj.-Gen. D . E. B. Talbot, C.B., C.B.E., D .S.O ., M .C.
Lt.-G en. Sir Richard Craddock, K .B.E., C.B., D .S.O .
Chairm an:
V ice-C hairm an:
Lt-C oL H . N . Edwards, M .B.E., D .L .
Lt.-C ol. E. V. Argles
Secretary:
Col. H. R. Grace, O.B.E., D .L ., J.P.
Headquarters: Old Infantry Barracks, Canterbury, Kent.

THE REGIMENTAL ASSOCIATION’S
INTER-BRANCH DARTS COMPETITION 1964

THE FINAL SCORE
Round 2

Round 1

Final

Sem i-final

London (B uffs)
,
London
London
| London _
(Queen’s Own) I
(Queen’s Own) 1
(Queen’s Own)
)
M aidstone

London
(Queen’s Own)

Sittingboum e
I Medway Medway

I

H em e Bay

1
i Ramsgate

Heme Bay
Canterbury

1

Sandwich
Ramsgate

^
j

Ramsgate

J

Folkestone
Ashford

1
J

Ashford

\f

Dover

)

J

Ramsgate
Runners-up
Ramsgate

Ashford (W .O .)

M EDW AY were last year’s winners and ASHFORD were the runners-up.

London
(Queen’s Own)
Winners
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T N its issue of 11th March the North Bay, Ontario, newspaper, “ The North Bay Nugget,” published a photo
graph of Harry Brown, a name which will be familiar to
many ex-Queen’s Own readers. Thanks to Major R.
Brown, living in South Darenth, Dartford, and with due
acknowledgement to the Editor of that Canadian news
paper, it is possible to reproduce the photograph (below).

N E W S FR O M THE BRANCHES
ASHFORD

(July)
LL our usual regulars were in attendance once again.
A
We were pleased to see Percy Ellis, having travelled
in from Shottenden.
Our members were informed of the Remembrance
Sunday and Reunion afterwards. As usual, we will be hav
ing a coach party for this annual occasion, and hope for
good weather and a happy reunion for everyone. So far,
we have some assistance available for a sideshow and a
bar attendant if required.
The meeting was informed by Tom Hogwood of the
visit he paid to our oldest member, Bill Washford, who
has had a slight accident. Unfortunately, he will not be
able to attend any more Branch meetings and events. We
all wish him well, and thanks to Mr. Hogwood for his
cycle trip out in the country.
A few members would be attending the Maidstone
reunion and hope to spend a pleasant time there.
Best wishes to all.
A.C.M.

GIBBS & SONS
L IM IT E D

16 O R A N G E STREET
CANTERBURY
P hoto : N o rth B a y N u g g e tt

The North Bay branch of the Royal Canadian Legion,
of which Harry Brown is a most active member, is in the
process of collecting shoulder insignia, cap and collar
badges and medals of Canadian Navy, Army and Air Force
Units. These mementoes are being mounted on shields for
the adornment of the walls of the North Bay Branch
Legion Hall. Harry Brown, with his Queen’s Own blazer
badge clearly visible, is shown holding three of the 17
shields so far constructed.

—

P rin ters of R ep u te
fo r over 140 y e a rs

—

Let us quote you for your

Bookwork
Magazines
Stationery
Established 1818

Phone: C anterbury 62107
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CANTERBURY
H , crum bs! Almost on the deadline date for the notes
for July. W ith the T est match, Wimbledon and the call
of the great outdoors during the spell of the (unexpected,
of course) recent spell of real summer weather, one finds
difficulty in concentrating on the m atter of recording notes
for the Branch, but duty calls, and herewith a few lines
to show that the Branch is still very much in existence.

O

The June meeting was held at Leros Barracks (T.A.
Centre) as usual by courtesy of the Sergeants’ Mess, on
Friday the 26th, when 27 members were present, with Mr.
C. G arratt in the chair and a little more confident Les
Pain occupied with his duties as secretary.
The minutes of the previous meeting were approved
and adopted.
The treasurer. M ajor P. Ransley, presented a state
ment of accounts and balance sheet, which showed the
Branch to be in a healthy condition financially. T he report
and statement of accounts was approved, and the treasurer,
together with the auditors (Lt.-Col. E. V. Argles and Mr.
Allen) were accorded a vote of thanks for their services in
the matter of looking after the “ bawbees.”
On behalf of the Branch, the chairman passed a vote
of thanks to R.S.M. T . McMillan for the help he had
given the Branch while on duty with the 4th Bn. On view
was the silver tankard, suitably inscribed, which was pre
sented to the R.S.M. by the Branch. This was a “ dry
ro u n d ”— at least until the vessel was filled with appro
priate liquid refreshment, when “Mac” drank the health of
the Branch and thanked the members in his brief reply,
permeated with his inimitable, dry Scottish humour. We
wish him well during his spell of service in Germany.
The chairman extended a welcome on behalf of the
members, to R.S.M. P. Newman, who succeeds “ Mac,”
and as Mr. Newman announced that he would carry on
after the same manner as his predecessor, it augurs well
for a continued happy relation in the future.
W ith reference to the Reunion and Service of Re
membrance at Canterbury Cathedral on Sunday, August
9th, the chairman asked members to inform him as to the
number of tickets they would individually require for this
occasion. Promises of help with entertainment during the
afternoon had been received from Ramsgate, Ashford and
Canterbury, and possibly from the Folkestone, Hythe and
District Branch. All details cannot, of course, be recorded
here; it will be sufficient to say, I think, that the occasion
generally will follow the pattern of recent years.
Lt.-Col. E. V. Argles gave the members information
regarding that G.O.M. of the Branch, Mr. (“Pop”) Thom by. T he Colonel saw him before his operation—a major
one—and has seen him since. He said that the veteran was
progressing as favourably as could be expected on account
of his age (he is in the nonogenarian class, I believe), and
also that the old soldier had expressed a desire for a glass
of beer. On hearing this, the chairman proposed that a
crate of ale be sent to M r. Thom by—with “refills” if or
when required. Gee! I guess they bred them tough in old

“ Pop’s” time. Latest news of the old warrior (July 6th) is
that he is progressing as well as can be expected.
From the chair, it was suggested that perhaps some
members would like to get “with it” in connection with the
Army of today (lucky blokes!) and pay a visit to the 4th
Bn. in training on a day to be arranged, with the consent
of the C.O., Lt.-Col. D. Willows (vice-president of our
Branch).
Well, that’s the lot. No, it isn’t! Mention was made
of the fact that M ajor D. Lees, the Training M ajor of the
4th Bn. and a regular member at our meetings, is off to
London. Somebody said something to the effect that “they
were afraid those scallywags would ‘get their hooks into
him’ and entice him from the sheltered innocence of this
Branch!” If London members read this (doubtful). I’m
joking, of course—I think!
It is time now to write finis to these notes, so will wish
all Branches and Buffs, wherever they may be, good luck
and good health for the future.
A. H. BERRY.

FOLKESTONE, HYTHE AND DISTRICT
R June meeting, held at the T.A. Centre, Shellons
OUStreet,
was very well attended by 22 members and
three ladies, the chair being taken by Brig. R. F. Parry.
Apologies were received from Col. R. O. Pulverman.
A letter was read from Vic Hewson, sending his re
gards to the Branch, especially to members who remem
bered him.
We were all pleased to see Ernie Elvy back in the
fold again, and hope to see much more of him in the future.
H e tells us that he is all set to enter Chelsea Hospital at
some later date; we wish him the best of luck in his new
venture and wonder if he will be taking over right marker
on parade!
We were pleased to have Sgt. Rich and Pte Carter,
both In Pensioners of Chelsea Hospital, with us for the
evening. They are at present on holiday at the Shomdiffe
Military Hospital.
An invitation to attend the Laying-up of Standards
at the Elham Branch of the British Legion was received.
M r. Wickens, our Hon. Secretary, promised to have
a version of Norman Vaughan’s “ Beat the d o c k ” at the
Canterbury Reunion, as a sideshow.
We shall all be pleased to have Col. Pulverman back
with us again, and wonder if he has been bullfighting whilst
on holiday in Spain.
The Branch still cannot make up their minds where to
go for the summer outing. If the question is not soon
settled it looks as if we may be attending a Pantomime
later in the year.
In condusion, we would like to wish all members of
the Regiment and Assodation, everywhere, all the very
best.
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LONDON (BUFFS)
first item of interest this month was a darts match
OURversus
a team from London Fire Brigade.
W e were invited to the Fire Station by one of our
Branch members. Bill Bailey, who is also a fireman.
Our team was Sam Lewis, Bert Scott, Butch Haslett,
Chuby W atts, George Streames, Chas. M acM illan and Bill
Seipp. I hear that honours were fairly even, but the ladies
then took on the men, by which time I had to leave
for home and I never did hear the result.
Albert Sharpe has now been allowed home from hos
pital, which is a sign of progress. H e was dozing in his
chair when I phoned today.
The June meeting was held on the 20th, with 18
members present. The usual Branch business was quickly
conducted and the meeting broke up early.
Someone put a dicey coin in the Bun Penny Collec
tion and Chuby had great fun getting rid of it. Putting it
up for auction as a “ Boss-eyed bob,” he eventually raised
1/3 for it.
We are all now looking forward to our Tower Service
on 26th July and to Remembrance Day at Canterbury on
9th August.
W e shall have a good contingent at Canterbury, about
60 I hope, and given fine weather, it should be a great day.
N o further news this month. So, till the next time,
best wishes to all Queen’s Own Buffs.
DAN.

LONDON (QUEEN’S OWN)
[E meeting held on 26th June last was our Annual
General and was well attended. General “Roddy”
Fyler being the senior officer present. Lt.-C ols. C. S.
(P ug) Durtnell and Ronnie M ines were also on parade,
and more than 50 of the lads, a most encouraging evening.

r

M inutes and accounts were soon passed and the
branch funds found to be still in a healthy state, despite
the expenses of the past year. The secretary read his report
on the events of the year and brought out the salient points
in an interesting five minutes. The chair was vacated and
General Fyler, remarking that he’d always had a “yen”
to sit in the vacant chair, took over from “ The Spider ”
and requested nominations for office bearers.
Eventually, at the request of Ronnie M ines, seconded
by Col. Durtnell, the whole committee was voted in en
bloc and this to the relief of all present! The chairman
thanked all members for their confidence and stated that
he would continue the good work already applauded by the
members and carry on with the News Letter plus the
Invicta notes.
H e asked for a vote of thanks for the treasurer, Percy
H allett, now in his 10th year of office, and gave public
thanks to Mary Donaldson for all her work carried out on

%

our behalf. The Donaldsons have missed meetings, only
due to illness of either one or the other, are two o f our most
loyal members, and no thanks of mine can level off our
debt to her. Their only son was getting married the day
following the meeting, and the Branch wishes them all
the best of luck, and the newlyweds happiness in their new
life.
There were one or two who turned up unexpectedly
at the meeting. It was pleasant to see G. F. “Johnno”
Johnson, together with his w ife, with us again, the Pea
cocks all the way from Brighton, Harry Dumbrell from
Luton, the Packhams and the W allaces, with Mr. Dunkley.
Our two “ old sweats,” Arthur Edwards and Tom Sweetman, were with us, and W idow Cox too. I now have a
claim to an even older member than Tom Sweetman; in
other words, Major (“Robert”) R. R. Brown, who was a
member when the branch was in Old Scotland Yard, and
that was not the first place at which he had attended meet
ings. H e is, of course, a life member, and it is to be re
gretted that our records were lost through enemy action.,
Only action by Mr. Bill Whiffen to keep our records going
enables us to go back as far as the war days. The Branch
is delighted that Robert Brown keeps his association with
us in practical ways. He seldom allows requests for financial
aid to pass and he is very well known to many of our senior
officers.
Our darts team has progressed to the Final once more
and play Ramsgate in the Final on Reunion D ay at
M aidstone. It is hoped the Final w ill be a good match, and
we are grateful to Ramsgate for their speedy answer to our
request for the Final to be played on July 5th.
The chairman requested all present to make a special
effort to march to church and not watch the parade— in
forming members “ what a fine feeling ” it was to be on
the march, rather than just looking on. From remarks later
it seemed that the chairman had scored an ace, as there
were plenty of requests for train information for early on
the Sunday morning.
The invalid members were mentioned again, and there
was news of all those who could not turn up for the meet
ings. Our Quarterly News Letter, of course, takes care of
this, and the Branch intends to further the care of those
who are in need, as well as those who are ill.
W e held a raffle, the prize going to Mrs. Cox; the
sum collected was £ 5 /2 /- , a really good evening for the
Benevolent Fund. A note on the finances expended on the
News Letter showed that we could afford to be more
generous to those who so w illingly do so much for us in
that sphere. W e are deeply indebted to those who ensure
that the news is spread.
I have left the posting of these notes until the after
noon of Reunion D ay, and glad to m eet those I have
mentioned at the foot of these notes. W e went to great
lengths to ensure that the Branch had a good turn-out.
Havirig to attend the christening of my third grandson, I
had to leave earlier than usual and missed the Darts Final.
It was regretted that our Standard was not on parade.
This was due to our Standard Bearer, Ted Tickner, not
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yet being well enough to carry out such strenuous pro
gramme. We trust that with his recovery he will be avail
able next time. I cannot finish without expressing the
thanks of the Branch to Lt.-Col. Mike Grove for all the
hard work he put in to ensure the success of the day.
Among those present were: Col. E. S. Kerr, Col. C.
E. P. Craven, Col. Pulverman, Lt.-Col. I. R. Lovell and
Lt.-Col. C. S. Durtnell, and a host of other people too
numerous to name. A lovely turn out.
I deeply regret to find that our old comrade and
friend, Col. A. K. (Boy) G rant, has passed on. An obituary
notice appears elsewhere.
“ T H E SPID ER.”

It is with deep regret that I have to report the death
of Sam Weller. Sam passed away on 18th June, and was
cremated at Vinters Park, Maidstone, on 23rd June, 1964.
U p to two years ago he was a regular attender at our
meetings and played in all our cricket matches. However,
we had lost touch and it was only a passing conversation
which was overheard and taken up by Bill Chiswell that
we heard the sad news. Tim e, therefore, to notify members
of the Branch was extremely limited, but Bill Ladell, Alf
Heatherington and myself were able to attend the crema
tion. M any members of the old 1st Bn. of T he Queen’s
Own will remember Sam, who served in 9 Platoon, “ C”
Company, in Bangalore and Trimulgherry. H e “had a go”
at all sports, and particularly excelled at cross-country
running.
Our regards to all members of the Association.

MAIDSTONE
IR S T of all, apologies for absence last month. The
first and foremost thought in the minds of the M aid
stone Branch is the Annual Reunion at the Barracks. We
hope most sincerely that the weather will be kind to us. We
do know that a great deal of work has been put in here by
Lt.-Col. Grove and M r. Charlie Hendrick. Messrs. Sedge,
Ladell and G urr have volunteered to man the coconut shy
in the afternoon. They emphasise that it is a coconut shy
and not an Aunt Sally! Maxie Maxlow is looking after the
seating, etc., at All Saints’ Church, with the help of Fred
Farrington, Bill Ladell, Alf P ratt and myself.

JIM W ELLS.

F

The case of the young ex-member of the Queen’s
Own who was invalided out of the Service with an un
known complaint which has left him paralysed in both
legs is being kept under review by Maxie Maxlow, our sick
visitor in the area in which David Cackett lives. He has
been made an honorary member of the Branch and will
be visited frequently by Maxie, who lives right opposite.
Mr. Maxlow’s first report was that David was not in need
of financial assistance and that his immediate needs were
in the hands of Col. Gordon Larkin, of the British Legion.
Branches, perhaps, would like to know that a fund has been
started by the Maidstone Residents Association, C /o . 43
Union Street, Maidstone. This fund is for the purpose of
purchasing an electric typewriter to the value of £150.
The progress of this fund is advertised in the “ K ent
Messenger” each week.
A very nice letter from “Hookey” Walker from his
new home at Cheam. I am sure many ex-members of the
Regiment will know “Hookey” who is now coming oh for
83. He says that he is quite comfortable in his new home,
but misses his old chums at Maidstone. He does, however,
hope to be able to get to the Reunion. W e shall be more
than pleased if he does.
Our June meeting was attended by 25 members, and
we received our second new member this year in the per
son of “Kelly” Child. “ Kelly” was a well-known character
in the old 2nd Bn. of T he Queen’s Own way back in the
Ballykinlar days. H e has now retired from the Prison
Service and taken up his abode in Maidstone. H e has
promised to become a regular attender at our future
meetings.

SIT T IN G B O U R N E
H E July meeting was held at the Drill Hall, Crown
Quay Lane, Sittingboume, with our vice-chairman.
Col. J. E. Wills, taking the chair. Apologies were received
from Col. Dean, V.C., M ajor R. Jarman, M ajor Johnson,
M r. W. H. Mount, Mr. Blackboume, Mr. M artin and
others on shift work.

T

The first item was the Maidstone Reunion on Sunday,
July 5th. T he Standard will be taken to the parade and M r.
Russell will also be going. Sgt. Antracum is going to try to
take a party of T.A.
Regarding the Remembrance Reunion at Canterbury
on August 9th, so far we have a good response. We shall
discuss this at the next meeting.
We are getting quite a few new members, but we
should certainly like more to join the ranks.
This being all the business, the meeting closed by Col.
Wills drawing the booby, which was given by M r. Fossey
and won by Sgt. Bassett. The sum raised was £ 1 /2 /-.
After a drink at the bar (and I must say it is good to
see Bill back in harness again), a few members played a
game of darts against T.A. members.

EYES R I G H T
MAIDSTONE & DISTRICT
LAUNDRY C O . LTD.
LOOSE ROAD, M AIDSTONE

Tel. 3020

Q uality Service that will
Satisfy
DRY CLEA N IN G

•

CARPET CLEA N IN G
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TONBRIDGE AND TUNBRIDGE WELLS
T ^ H E June meeting was held at Avebury Avenue on June
1 20th. Our chairman. M ajor N. S. C. Elmslie, reported
that he had been in consultation with the C.O. of the 4 /5 th
Bn. with the idea of securing more contact with the T.A.
In consequence, it has been decided that, as from Septem
ber 3rd, the monthly meetings will be held on Thursday
evenings. Will members please make a special note of this
and come along in support.
T he Branch received news of an old friend, M r.
Adams, now aged 83, who, in company with Sgt. Arthur
Chapman, marched off to the South African W ar in 1900,
and later decided that he liked Capetown and took his
discharge there and has been there ever since. We have
heard from him from time to time, and some while ago
he was elected an Honorary Member of the Branch.
H e has decided to have a holiday in England, and by
the time this is in print, he should be here. H e will stay
for a time with his brother and then hopes to visit Tonbridge to stay with Arthur Chapman, when he hopes to
meet quite a number of people.
We welcomed R.S.M. Rodgers and W .O .II Levett,
who is, we understand, a member of the Folkestone Branch.
I t is hoped to have a Ladies’ N ight and Social Even
ing with the Weald Branch some time after October.
H.A.

T e l: REG EN T 5915

HOGG, SONS&J.B. JOHNSTONE
L IM IT E D

M I L I T A R Y a n d C IV IL IA N TA ILO R
A ND B R E E C H E S M A K E R

35 SACKVILLE STREET
LO N D O N
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-
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Royal Kent Regiment -

Also holds special appointments to many other
Regiments, and is extensively patronised by
Officers in every branch of H er Majesty’s Service,
both at home and abroad.

l l t h BN. TH E QUEEN’S OWN
" 1%/TAIDSTONE” has come and gone; we only hope
-l*A that the weather will be as kind to “ Canterbury ”
on the 9th August and that the Association will be as well
represented. The total numbers must have been very dis
appointing to those who worked hard to get the reunion
organised (and to whom all praise for their efforts), but
we ourselves can be quite satisfied with our muster, seeing
that our "squad” outnumbered all the other “ Service”
Battalions put together! But we do have a grouse, in that
no marker or Battalion number board was provided for us.
" Someone,” the Sergeant-Major told us, had informed
him that there wouldn’t be any Eleventh on parade. If this
was not a joke, then we think that “someone” owes us a
bit of an apology . . . our amour propre is hurt!
We were sorry that Donald Dean was otherwise en
gaged at Ypres and so could not be with us to give us the
“ .Eyes Right ” to the Mayor at Middle Row— a new one
on us, who have not been present for a year or two— and
we regret the continued ill-health of Bill Toomer, which
deprived us of his presence and, incidentally, of our Stand
ard. Several other “ regulars” didn’t make it, but all praise
to those who came long and awkward distances, especially
W alter Porter, who not only made the journey from
Reigate, but marched to All Saints, as did Charlie M ar
shall, both of them well-qualified to do the trip by coach.
Only Len Dawson of our little crowd had to take advantage
of the ride . . . and we are sure that in doing so he felt
some sneaking sense of shame.
Everyone had a good word for the Church Service
and for the Chaplain’s address. And congratulations are
due to the Territorial Bands, T he Queen’s Own in the
Church and T he Buffs on the march.
We are grateful, too, to so many of our lady-folk for
coming along. We missed Mrs. Hayley, but “Young” T im
assures us that she is as bonny as ever, although now
arrived at four-score years, and that she would certainly
have been there had she not been away on holiday.
How many, we wonder, took the short walk down to
the Regimental Museum, not only to see all the interesting
things there, but to congratulate Reggie Love on the
wonderful work he has done there, and the splendid and
artistic way in which he has set out the exhibits? We ex
pect he has had the remark made to him before, but we
would repeat that our Museum is truly a “ Labour of
Love.”
Of Association news pure and simple there is little.
Subs, come dribbling in . . . would that it grew to more
of a flow; news, likewise, is but a tiny rivulet; time passes
inexorably on and hence meetings between members get
fewer. All the more reason, therefore, that they make the
effort to attend the main functions, especially the Dinner.
There is no excuse for forgetting the date, the 26th Sep
tember, since Invicta gives it each month.
No news of C. B. Smith to date, so we can only hope
that he is making good progress. Stan Gurney is, anyway.
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Ginger Robinson in Sheffield sends his best to all the
old boys; he’s had a very sticky twelve months, but is
now out of hospital, although he may have to return a
little later for the surgeon to have a go at him. Les Eves
turned up at Maidstone all smiles and fairly fit; we hope

N EW S
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that anything he took down then will have no ill-effects
on his pet ulcers.
tion.

That’s yer lot, or we shan’t be in time for publica
R.O.R.

THE LADIES' G UILDS

M e m b e rs o f t h e C a n te r b u r y L a d ie s ’ G u ild lin e d u p o u ts id e t h e i r c o a c h j u s t b e fo re s e t ti n g off on t h e i r “m y s te ry t o u r ’
on 9 th J u ly .

CANTERBURY

LO NDO N

HE meeting on 2nd July was held by the kind invita
tion of Mrs. Alexander in her garden at Littleboume.
The weather was perfect, and a full gathering of members
spent a most happy afternoon in the sunshine. It was good
to see Mrs. Albury for her first outing since her illness.
Arrangements were completed for the summer outing on
July 9th. Members agreed to undertake the sale of some
raffle tickets for the Christmas Market in aid of S.S.A.F.A.
at Tunbridge Wells in November, and also to contribute
goods for the bottle stall.

EFORE the usual meeting on 4th July, the election of
officers and committee took place. The result was:
B
Chairman, Mrs. Foster Hall; vice-chairman, Mrs. Everett;

T

After games of tombola tea was served in the garden,
with strawberries and cream given by Colonel Alexander.
The chairman (Mrs. Argles) thanked him and Mrs.
Alexander for their kindness; the cake-makers, Mesdames
Hews, Tilleard, Alexander and Edwards; those who helped
Mrs. Alexander and herself in the morning preparations,
Mrs. Cassells and Mrs. Edwards; and the many willing
helpers during the afternoon. Prizes were given by Mes
dames Thomas, Argles and Chambers.
The next meeting will be on Thursday, 1st October,
at Leros T.A. Centre.

secretary, Mrs. Dalgleish; treasurer, Mrs. Kebbell; com
mittee, Mesdames Cousins, Dixey, Gibson and Haslett.
Our sincere thanks to Mrs. Temple Hirst and Mrs. Taylor
for counting the votes for us. The minutes of the previous
meeting were read and signed. Regrets: Mrs. Billings,
Mrs. Coley and Mrs. Smith. We were very pleased to have
Mrs. Temple Hirst and Mrs. Cudlip with us again.
Our sincere thanks to Mr. and Mrs. Watts for the
little celebration for their forthcoming silver wedding on
5th August; here’s to the next 25 years! Also our best
wishes to their son, Jim, who has celebrated his 21st
birthday.
We shall be having our next meeting on 5th Septem
ber. To all kind ladies who gave raffles, our sincere
thanks; these realised £ 3 /6 /-, plus a gift of 12/6 from
Mrs. Cudlip from the sale of coconut ice. This being all,
the meeting closed.
M.J.D.
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T h e W h ite H o r s e o f K e n t w ith m o tto “I n v i c t a ”
B le n h e im
R a m illie s
O u d e n a rd e
M a lp la q u e t
D e tt in g e n
G u a d a lo u p e , 1759
B e lle isle
V im ie ra
C o ru n n a
D o u ro
T a la v e ra
A lb u h e ra
A lm a ra z
V itto ria
P y re n e e s
N iv elle
N ive
O rtiie s
T o u lo u se

P e n in s u la
P u n n ia r
M oodkee
F e ro z e s h a li
A liw al
S o b ra o n
A lm a
In k e rm a n
S e v a sto p o l
L ucknow
T a k u F o r ts
N e w Z e a la n d
S o u th A fric a , 1879
E g y p t, 1882
N ile, 1884-85
C h itra l
R e lie f o f K im b e rle y
P a a rd eb e rg

S o u th A fric a , 1900-02
M ons
A isn e, 1914
Y p re s, 1914 15, 17, 18
H ill 60
L oos
S o m m e, 1916, 18
A rra s , 1917, 18
V im y, 1917
A m ie n s
H in d e n b u rg L in e
I ta ly . 1917-18
S tr u m a
G a llip o li, 1915
G aza
J e r u s a le m
D e fe n c e o f Iv u t a l A m a ra
B aghdad
S h a rq a t

A fg h a n is ta n , 1919
N o rth -W e s t E u ro p e , 1940
A lem H a m z a
E l A la m e in
R o b a a V alley
M e d jez P la in
O e n tu rip e
Sicily, 1943
T rig n o
S a n g ro
A nzio
O a ssin o
T ra s im e n e L in e
A rg e n ta G a p
L e ro s
M a lta . 1940-42
D e fe n c e o f K o h im a
S h w eli

C o lo n e l-in -C h ie f: H is M a je s ty K in g F r e d e r i k IX , K .G ., K in g o f D e n m a r k
C olonel o f t h e R e g im e n t: H .R .H . P r in c e s s M a rin a , D u c h e s s o f K e n t, C.I., G .C.V .O ., G .B .E .
D q p u ty C olonel o f t h e R e g im e n t: M a jo r-G e n e ra l D . E . B . T a lb o t, C.B., C .B .E ., D .S .O ., M.C.
A L L I E D R E G IM E N T S O F T H E C A N A D IA N A R M Y
T h e Q u e e n ’s O w n R ille s o f C a n a d a —C o lo n el-in -C h ie f: H .R .H . P r i n c e s s A le x a n d ra , T h e H o n . M rs. A n g u s O gilvy, G .C .V .O .
T h e R o y a l N e w B ru n s w ic k R e g im e n t (C a rle to n a n d Y o r k ) —C o lo n e l-in -C h ie f: H .M . T h e Q u e en
T h e E s s e x a n d K e n t S c o ttis h — C o lo n el-in -C h ie f: H .R .H . P r in c s s s M a rin a , D u c h e s s o f K e n t, C .I., G .C .V .O ., G .B .E .
A L L IE D R E G IM E N T O F T H E N E W Z E A L A N D M IL IT A R Y F O R C E S
2nd B a tta lio n T h e R o y a l N e w Z e a la n d I n f a n t r y R e g im e n t ( C a n te rb u ry , N e lso n , M a rlb o ro u g h a n d W e s t C o a st)
C o lo n el-in -C h ie f: H .M . T h e Q u e en
R E G U L A R A N D T E R R I T O R I A L B A T T A L IO N S
1 st B a tta lio n — G e o rg e to w n , B r itis h G u ia n a .
P o s ta l A d d re s s : B r itis h F o r c e s P o s t Office, 9
4th B a tta lio n T h e B u ffs (T .A .)— C a n te r b u r y

5 th B a tta lio n T h e B u ffs (T .A .)—B r o a d s ta ir s

4 th /5 th B a tta lio n T h e Q u e e n ’s O w n R o y a l W e s t K e n t R e g im e n t (T .A .)— T o n b rid g e
U N IT S O F T H E C A D E T F O R C E A F F IL IA T E D
1st A .C .F . B a tta lio n T h e B u ffs—C a n te rb u ry

2 n d A .C .F . B a tta lio n T h e B u ffs—F o lk e s to n e

1 s t A .C .F . B a tt a li o n T h e Q u e e n ’s O w n R o y a l W e s t K e n t R e g im e n t— S id c u p
2 n d A .C .F . B a tta lio n T h e Q u e e n ’s O w n R o y a l W e s t K e n t R e g im e n t—T u n b rid g e W e lls
R E G IM E N T A L

H E A D Q U A R T E R S —O L D

IN F A N T R Y

BARRACKS, CA N TERBURY , K EN T

R e g im e n ta l S e c r e ta r y : C olonel H . R . G ra c e , O .B .E ., D .L ., J .P .
T ele. N o .: C a n te r b u r y 65281, E x te n s io n 61
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INVICTA
THE EDITOR’S PAGE
needs no more than a passing glance for readers to
realize that there is a different look about this issue.
T h at this look has come to stay is a certainty, is regret
table and needs explaining. A resume of the Journal’s ac
counts for 1963/64, together with a statement on the
subject by the Deputy Colonel, will appear in the Septem
ber issue; it is only fair, however, to warn readers that
that statement will include an announcement of a forth
coming small rise in the cost of each issue, due almost
entirely to rising costs in the printing trade.
W ith regard to the difference in look of this and
subsequent issues, perhaps the simplest explanation is that,
without reducing the length of the articles and notes which
contributors and correspondents submit, the maximum
amount of space has somehow got to be saved, and the
inside of the front and back cover are two of the more
obvious places where such a saving can be affected. T h at
this will—at all events to the Editor’s aesthetic eye—spoil
the look of each issue is as unavoidable as it is regrettable,
and it can only be hoped that readers will be tolerant
about the matter. Needless to say, every effort will con
tinue to be made to produce as presentable and readable
a Journal as before.
T he beginning of the month of August is invariably
a busy time for Regimental Headquarters and this year
has been no exception. The start of Canterbury Cricket
Week coincided with the anniversary of the more sombre
events of fifty years ago and the photograph which appears
on another page has been selected, not because it
includes the figure of the Regimental Secretary, but as a
reminder that the Regiment is never backward in remem
bering all those, of both former regiments, who gave their
lives in the cause of freedom.
The comings and goings during both the Maidstone
and the Canterbury Cricket Weeks are reported on else
where. To cricket-lovers— of whom, thank goodness, there
are many in the Regiment—it was a source of great dis
appointment that the four matches against, respectively,

r

Glamorgan, Warwickshire, Hampshire and Middlesex, all
ended in a draw, despite the four very fine wickets pro
vided and some glorious weather.
Where the Middlesex match was concerned, however,
a nasty taste was left in the mouths of us all who
were present on the final day. With every minute count
ing, ti e spectators were invited to witness an exhibition
of deliberate time-wasting by a well-known Middlesex
(and, what is worse, England) all-rounder, which must
not only have made every schoolboy wince, but which
must also have lost the player in question any
reputation he may once have had for playing the game
in the spirit in which it was intended that it should be
played. Such is the malaise from which English cricket—
and, in some cases it seems, cricketers too— is suffering;
small wonder, perhaps, that attendances drop.
Remembrance Sunday, also described on other pages,
was equally fortunate in its weather and it was a pleasure
for all those present to be back once more on the familiar
stamping ground of Howe Barracks.
This month’s issue contains, inter alia, the first half
of a Liaison Report written by Niel Pearce, whose ex
change tour with our affiliated Canadian regiment, The
Queen’s Own Rifles of Canada, will be coming to an end
in the early part of next year. As readers will be able to
judge for themselves he seems to have allowed little or no
grass to grow under his feet during his eighteen months
in the Dominion.
In the middle of the month the Deputy Colonel and
his family moved from their temporary abode near Battle,
where they had been living since their return to this country
in April, to their permanent home at Oast Court, Barham,
near Canterbury. Many readers will recall that the late
Lt.-Col. C. E. (“T ug” ) Wilson, whose son, Peter, is still
serving in the Army Air Corps, used to live in this same
house. All members of the Regiment will surely join in
wishing the T albot family many happy years in the Can
terbury area.
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EDITOR'S A N N O U N C E M E N T S
T.-COL. N. E. Hoare represented the Regiment at
L
St. George’s Garrison Church, Bordon, on July 22nd,
when the Chaplain General dedicated a memorial reredos
in the Church. The reredos records the use of the Church
by regiments and corps of the British, Canadian and
United States Armies since 1903, when Bordon Camp
was first built. Since that date the cap badges of every
regiment and corps in the British Army have been worn
at Bordon. The 2nd Bn. The Queen’s Own Royal West
Kent Regiment served for two years there as long ago as
1909-1911; and the 2nd Bn. The Buffs were there from
1934 to 1938, wtth a short break of three months at the
end of 1936.
A photograph of the memorial reredos, which takes
the form of a painting by Mr. David Shepherd, appears
below, with the artist at work upon it. The Service of
Dedication was apparently most impressive and the Royal
Army Service Corps band provided the music.

/f T H /5 T H Battalion, The Queen’s Own Royal West
a 1 Kent Regiment (T.A .), Annual Ball will be held at the
Tudor House, Bearsted, near Maidstone, on Friday, 9th
October, 1964. Dinner at 8.45 p.m. Dancing begins
10 p.m. Tickets for the Dinner, excluding wines, £ 2 /2 /each, from Dance Secretary, 4/5 R.W.K. (T.A .), T.A.
Centre, Avebury Avenue, Tonbridge. Please send cheque
with request for tickets.
VERY warm welcome to the following new subscriber:
Lt.-Col. C. M. Barnard, O.B.E., E.D., 30 Sillwood Road,
Brighton.

following signed the Visitors’ Book at Regimental
THEMajor
Headquarters during July:
J. D. Norton, Captain T. R. Price, Lt.-Col.
H. B. H. Waring, Captain F. L. Griffiths, Brigadier
T. H. Spear and Captain C. G. Champion.
And the following signed at Maidstone:
Deputy Colonel of the Regiment, Col. H. R. Grace,
O.B.E., D.L., J.P., Major (Q.M.) A. G. Blake, M.B.E.,
Lieut. R. K. Parker, Capt. (Q.M.) J. E. Grubb, M.B.E.,
Capt. W. W. Stitt, Capt. R. Baker, Major G. U. Wey
mouth, M.B.E., Lt.-Col. H. S. Knocker, Lt.-Col. A. A.
Eason.
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T pH E following changes of address have been notified:
M ajor M . W. Ward,
35 Yardley Park Road,
Tonbridge, Kent.
C. M. G. Cox, Esq.,
12b Albert Place,
London, W.8.
A. G. D aniels, Esq.,
27 Grange Road,
Broadstairs, Kent.
Lt.-C ol. E. B. Backhouse,
30 Berkeley Square,
Bristol, 8.

Mrs. L. M . W hitty,
C /o . R. G. Green, Esq.,
4 Folly Court,
P.O. Borrowdale,
Salisbury, S. Rhodesia.
Capt. F. C. F. Davis,
St. Ives,
72 Pier Avenue,
Hem e Bay, Kent.
Capt. E. A. Taylor,
The British High Commis
sion, Nicosia,
British Forces Post Office,
53.

"jl/TAJOR Dennis Campbell and Captain Mike Smith
are both resigning their Commissions in the near
future. The former intends to enter the teaching profes
sion, but of the latter’s intentions there is as yet no news.

IfX

A PT . John Holman, besides keeping wicket for the
Army, is now A .D .C . to Lt.-Gen. Sir Richard Crad
dock, at H.Q. W estern Command, Chester.

C

F any readers are considering taking a motoring holiday
through Holland, Germany, Bavaria, Austria,
Jugoslavia and Italy, they could do a lot worse than
borrow from Regimental Headquarters a most useful and
interesting summary of such a trip recently undertaken by
M rs. Warbury, of 7 Earls Avenue, Folkestone.

I

CHOOL Sergeant-Major wanted, 1st September. M ust
have been a senior N.C .O . M ust be married. He w ill
get a flat, rent and rates free, suitable for a man and
w ife and two children. He gets free meals on duty.
His duties w ill be:
One-third— School Corps Sergeant-Major.
One-third— P.T .
One-third— Driving and Porter.
H is wife w ill be wanted to help in the Sick Wing and
to do Staff teas.
W ages offered are £9 a week for the man and £3
a week for the woman, plus, of course, free flat and meals
on duty.
Anyone interested should apply direct to The Bursar,
Reed’s School, Cobham.

S

TiyrAJOR

Derek Scull, now serving in Singapore,
to say that he w ill be delighted if any mem
bers of the Regiment who find themselves in that part of
the world w ill call in and see him.

1VXwrites

O NG R A TU LA TIO N S to Captain J. Hutchinson,
O.C. St. Mary Cray Detachment, the 1st A .C .F. Bn.,
R.W .K ., on the award in the Birthday Honours of a Cer
tificate of Good Service.

C

Lt.-C ol. J. Tilleard, T .D ., as Deputy Commander 133
Inf. Bde. (T .A .) in October, 1964.
Major H . D . Lees, as D .A .D .P.R ., J.P.R .S., Aden, in
September, 1964.
Captain G. F. Cleaver as Staff Captain H.Q. Rhine Area
in December, 1964.

C O M IN G EVENTS
1964
September
8 Sevastopol Day.
26 11th (Lewisham ) Bn., The Queen’s Own Royal W est
Kent Regiment, Annual Dinner.
October
3 6th Bn. The Queen’s Own Royal W est Kent R egi
ment Reunion.
3 - 4 Golfing Society Autumn M eeting, Littlestone G olf
Club.
10 6 (S ) Bn. T he Buffs, Annual Dinner.
14 Golfing Society Match v. Kent County Constabulary
at Littlestone.
21 Trafalgar Day.
31 lst/4 th Bn. The Buffs (1914-1919) Reunion Dinner
at County H otel, Canterbury. Assemble at 6 p.m.
for 6.30 p.m. Dinner tickets 1 0 /- each, should be
obtained from local Secretary or Lt.-C ol. H . L.
Cremer, M .B.E., D .L ., Hampton Gay, N ew Dover
Road, Canterbury.
4 Annual General M eeting of the Regimental Associa
tion at R.H.Q. at 3.30 p.m.
December
8 Naval Victory, Falkland Islands, 1914 — H .M .S.
Kent in action.
13 Birthday of Her Royal Highness Princess Marina,
Duchess of Kent, Colonel of the Regiment.
1965
January
16 Battle of Corunna.
March
1 Anniversary of Amalgamation Day.
11 Birthday of H.M . King Frederik IX of Denmark,
CoIonel-in-Chief.
26 5th Buffs (T .A .) O ffe r s’ Ball.

Y the same token, members of the Regiment should
make a point of visiting H .M .S. Kent, now on a Far
Eastern tour, should she put in to a port within their
reach.

April
24-25 Golfing Society
George’s G olf Club.

O NG R A TU LA TIO N S to L ./C p l. Perrott, now
serving at Colchester with Home D etails, on being
selected to swim for the Army in the Inter-Services
Championships in September.

May
1 W est Country Lunch.
15-16 Golfing Society Match v. Rye G olf Club.
16 Albuhera Day.

B
C

Spring

M eeting,

Royal

St.
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BIRTHS, MARRIAGES
AND DEATHS
BIRTHS

BARNES— On 14th July, 1964, at Shomcliffe Military
Hospital, to Bandsman A. Barnes and Mrs. Barnes,
a son, Ian Alan.
HEALEY— On 13th July, 1964, at Kearsney Manor,
Temple Ewell, Dover, to Cpl. A. Healey and Mrs.
Healey, a daughter, Linda Jane.
MARRIAGES

OSBORNE—WATTS. On 6th May, 1964, at Folkestone
Registery Office, Pte. M. Osborne to Maureen Ann
Watts.
DEATHS

HOPPERTON—James Edward Hopperton, of Milkhouse, Sissinghurst, died 13th July, 1964. Served in
3rd Bn. and 1st Bn. The Buffs, November, 1911, to
March, 1921. No. 10146. Aged 71 years.

AR
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O BITUARY
COLONEL A. K. GRANT
Lt.-Col. P. H. Macklin writes :—
“ A .K.G.” will be especially remembered, with high
•l a . regard, by all who served with 1 R.W.K. during
the period of his command at Poona, Madras and
Bangalore, 1925-30.
The Battalion was indeed fortunate in the 1920’s in
having two such fine C.O.’s in succession as “B.-D.” and
“A.K.G.”, both with distinguished war records.
We always felt “A.K.G.” was a match for any
situation and certain to be quicker off the mark than any
one else.
He had a sure touch in the business of command and
a real understanding and sympathy with all ranks. Per
haps this showed through in the Battalion’s high morale
in games and sports and other many notable achievements.
Those were happy days and all of us were proud
of the Battalion and of him as C.O. Vignettes: Battalion
parades on “Swanker” ; Madras to Bangalore march; snipe
shooting; T.E.W .T.S.—camps; race meetings; speed,
precision and fairness of C.O.’s orders.
Others can better record his subsequent appoint
ments as Chief Instructor S.O.S., Sheerness; A. and Q.,
Colchester; Senior Staff Officer G.H.Q., France, 1939—
and at the beginning of his career with the Mounted
Infantry in the Boer War.
We shall remember him as a fine C.O.

PROMOTIONS AND
APPOINTMENTS
Supplements to the London Gazette
Commands and Staff

Lt.-Gen. Sir Richard Craddock, K.B.E., C.B.,
D.S.O., late Inf., is appointed General Officer Commanding-in-Chief, Western Command, 13th July, 1964.
Territorial Army

Capt. (Actg. M aj.) M. J. Clemence to be Major, 5th
July, 1964, with seniority 17th May, 1962.
Capt. P. J. Morley-Jacob is placed on the Unatt’d.
List, 1st June, 1964.

T h e e n g a g e m e n t is a n n o u n c e d b e tw e e n C a p t. C ris p in
G eo ffrey C h a m p io n , T h e Q u e e n 's O w n B uffs, T h e R o y a l
K e n t R e g im e n t, se c o n d so n o f M a jo r S. G. C h a m p io n , o f
L ittle H o lc o m b e , T e n te rd e n , K e n t, a n d t h e la te M rs .
C h a m p io n , a n d C a p t. G a b rie lle D a w n S to tt, Q u e en
A le x a n d ra ’s R o y a l A rm y N u r s in g C o rp s, e ld e r d a u g h te r
o f M r. a n d M rs. H . S to tt, o f L e e w a rd , S h e rw o o d A v e n u e ,
I rb y , C h e sh ire .
P h o to : “ K e n t M e s s e n g e r.”

Lt. G. K. Burrell to be Captain, 2nd June, 1964.
O /C dt. Humphrey Gilbert Metzgen to be 2nd Lt.
(on probation), 12th June, 1964.
Territorial Army Reserve of Officers

Lt. (Hon. Capt.) I. J. Hopton having attained the
age limit, ceases to belong to the T.A. Reserve of Officers,
7th July, 1964, retaining the hon. rank of Captain.
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H pH B first troop of Boy Scouts to be formed by a regi1 ment of the British Army was the 1st Dublin Troop
(formerly 6th City, West K ents). It was raised by 1st
Battalion The Queen’s Own Royal West K ent Regiment
in Richmond Barracks, Dublin, in 1910 and in spite of
changed times and the fact that Ireland became an
independent republic, the Troop still maintains its contact
with the regiment.
One of the oldest surviving members of the Battalion
which raised the Troop in Dublin is M ajor R. A. W.
Brown, M.C., of South Darenth, himself an Irishman,
whose father and grandfather also served with the regi
ment. I t was a pleasant gesture on the p art of the 1st
Dublin Troop to invite M ajor Brown’s elder son, Lt.-Col.
R. W. H . Brown, T .D ., of Wilmington (who, with his
brother. M ajor E. C. F. Brown, T .D ., also served with
T he Queen’s Own) to become their patron at a time when
they are endeavouring to raise £2,000 to build a new
Scouts Hall. Thanks to the generous support of interested
parties in Ireland and members of the Regiment they
are well on their way to achieving their aim.
T his year the Troop spent their annual camp in
England at Castle Dyke, near Dawlish, Devon, by kind
permission of Brigadier Sir Ralph Rayner, C.B.E. Lt.-Col.
and Mrs. Brown travelled to Devon to visit the Scouts in
camp. Lt.-Col. Brown inspected the T roop and awarded
the prize for the best patrol, a trophy bearing the badge
of T he Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment, whilst
the tricolour of the Irish Republic was flown from the
camp flagpole.
T he bearing and turnout of the Scouts gave rise to
much favourable comment in Devon and reflect great
credit on the standard of Scouting in Ireland and the
county regiment of Kent with which they are still proud
to be associated.

THE REGIMENTAL G O L F IN G
SOCIETY
M atch v. Liphook Golf Club
N CE more this was a most enjoyable day’s golf
played in perfect summer weather on Sunday, 19th
July.
In the morning the Society suffered a severe reverse
in which we lost all five matches, although one or two of
them were closely contested; the fact that our Captain,
“ R ab b it” Hoare, holed a series of shortish putts lefthanded received much favourable comment!
As so often happens, the Society rallied strongly after
a most excellent lunch and won two of the five matches. It
was good that one of our newer members, A. J. Waters,
distinguished himself in partnership with George Potter,
and that Thomas and Ravenhill inflicted a heavy defeat
upon their opponents.
It was pleasant to see Captain Davies again as a
member of the opposition and it did not escape notice that

O

he was wearing the tie of H.M .S. Kent, which, I believe,
he used to command. Another familiar figure also appeared
as an opponent. Brigadier Barrow, erstwhile Secretary of
Royal St. George’s, Sandwich.
The hospitality shown by our hosts was unbounded
and we are much indebted to them for a very happy day’s
golf.
T he detailed results were as follows:—
Morning
Queen's Own Buffs G.S.
E. S. Scott and A. J.
W aters .........................
C. M. G. Cox a n d G. A.
P o tte r ..........................
R. H. Dendy a n d W. R. H.
Browne ...........
I. A. Pearson and R. C.
Thom as .........................
R. A. C. Ravenhill and
N. E. H oare .................

Liphook G.C.
0
0
0
0
0

G. Halliday and D. Hall
A. J . Ling and J. R.
K ynaston .....................
J. L. K. Brown and D, G.
Albright ........................
C. S. P e ttit and R. B.
W yatt-Sm ith ..............
Capt. G. O. C. Davies and
K. S. W ayland ........

1
1
1
1
1
S

0

Afternoon
E. S. Scott and C. M. G.
Cox ................................
A. J . W aters and G. A.
P o tte r ..........................
W. R. H. Browne and
I. A. Pearson ..............
R. C. Thomas and R. A. C.
Ravenhill .....................
R. H. Dendy and N. E..
H oare .............................

0

G. H alliday and J. R.
K ynaston ..................... 1
D. Hall and Brig. R.
Barrow ......................... 0
J. L. K. Brown and C. S.
P e ttit ............................. 1
R. B. W yatt-Sm ith and
D. G. Albright ...........
0
Capt. G. Davies and
G. E. S. Bishop .......... 1

2

3

0
1
0
1

Liphook won by eight matches to two.
M atch v. W rotham H eath Golf Club
On Saturday, 25th July, the Society were the guests
of the W rotham H eath Golf Club. As usual we were
entertained royally and our thanks go to the Captain and
Secretary for a splendid day.
Unfortunately, a report of a victory cannot be written,
as the results were as follows:—
Morning
W rotham H eath G.C.
R. C. Taylor ..................
H. Ingram ..............
F. R. H i r s t ........... ...........
P . Craddock .....................
R. D. Keane .....................
A. E. H a n n a .....................
F. E. Shrim pton ..............

1
1
1
1
1
1
0

Queen’s Own Buffs G.S.
Tom Page .........................
Ian Jackson .....................
“R ed” J o h n s o n ..................
R ufus P a rry ....................
“Newton” .........................
Claude C o lla rd ..................
Guy W eymouth ..............

0
0
0
0
0
0
1
1

6

Afternoon
R. C. Taylor and H. In 
gram .............................
F. R. H irst and P. Crad
dock ..............................
R. D. Keane and A. E.
H anna .........................
J. H. Grievson and F. E.
Shrim pton ....

1
1
1
0

Tom Page and Rufus
P a rry .............................
“Soupy” W ingfield-Stratford and Guy W eym outh
“ Newton ” and “ Red ”
Johnson .......................
Ian Jackson and Mike
Grove .............................

3

W rotham H eath won by nine matches to two.

0
0
0
1
1

329

Maidstone Cricket Week
H IS year Kent faced Glamorgan and Warwickshire on
the Mote Ground. Hopes ran high for a win in the
first match against Glamorgan, and for an interesting
match against the then leaders in the County Cham
pionship in the second, but in the event both matches
ended in a very dull draw!
The last day of the week—by far the most exciting
one of the whole six, during which 430 runs were scored
for six wickets—was attended by practically nobody, and
the Assistant Secretary (Maidstone) watched in solitary
state in the tent.
It was, however, a great pleasure to all of us to receive
a surprise visit, earlier in the week, from General Sir
William Oliver, Her Majesty’s High Commissioner in
Australia, who was home for ten days. A photograph
appears opposite.
Amongst those who visited the Regimental tent were
the following:—
Mrs. D. H. Travers, Mrs. E. A. Noakes, Rev. R.
Meredith, Mrs. Meredith, Master A. Meredith, Mrs. J.
Latham, Major and Mrs. E. G. Elliot, J. D. N. Davies,
Esq., A. E. Cass, Esq., Lt.-Col. R. Lees, Col. and Mrs.
H. R. Grace, Mrs. Ruth Robinson, Mrs. Helen Style, Mrs.
W. Style, Mrs. U. White, Col. G. Pardington, Capt. and
Mrs. T. V. Moore, Lt.-Col. and Mrs. P. Elgood.
Lt.-Col. and Mrs. W. H, Knatchbull, Capt. J. E.
Grubb, Lt.-Col. and Mrs. Willows, Lt.-Col. and Mrs.
Knocker, Col. and Mrs. Merlott-Chitty, Major and Mrs.
Cocksedge, Mrs. Larking, Mr. and Mrs. Price, Lt.-Gen.
Sir Wyndham and Lady Green, Mrs. Jarrett, Dr. and
Mrs. Pugh, Sir Cuthbert Ackroyd, Col. A. R. H. Waring,
Mr. C. N. Waring, Mr. Oliver Grace, Mr. D. Evans.
Mr. A. Jones, Mr. J. Evans, Col. Wingfield-Stratford, Capt. and Mrs. R. Baker, Lt.-Col. and Mrs. J.
Friend, Lt.-Col. and Mrs. Eason, Mrs. Grinstead, Lady
O’Dowda, Admiral Sir Henry and Lady Moore, Mrs.
Lewis-Bamed, Lt.-Col. and Mrs. Taylor, Miss Vera
Lynden Bell, Maj.-Gen. and Mrs. Talbot and family,
Lt.-Col. H. L. Cremer, Mr. and Mrs. Fordham.

T

Mr. and Mrs. R. Hardy, Major and Mrs. Blake, Lord
Bossom, Lt.-Col. and Mrs. Argles, Brig. W. Roberts,
Lt.-Col. and Mrs. Penlington, Lt.-Col. Collard, Mr.
R. C. M. Jenkins and Major W. G. Blaxland.

L t.-G en . S ir W illia m O liv er, B r itis h H ig h C o m m is s io n e r in
A u s tr a lia , s i t ti n g w ith “J e n k s ” i n t h e R e g im e n ta l T e n t
d u r in g M a id s to n e C ric k e t W ee k .

P h o to : “ K e n t M essenger.”

Canterbury Cricket Week
this year’s Canterbury Cricket Week was memorable
IsixFforglorious
nothing else, it will certainly be remembered for
days of sunshine which brought enormous
crowds to the St. Lawrence Ground, and made for Bob
Wilson, whose Benefit Year this is, a useful addition to
his pocket money.
If it was memorable for the weather, however, this
year’s Week will surely be remembered for some fine
century-making by the Kent Skipper, Colin Cowdrey, by
the beneficiary, by Peter Richardson, and by Livingstone
in the first match against Hampshire; and by
Cowdrey again in the match against Middlesex. Both

matches, unfortunately, ended in a draw, the County being
unable to prise out the remaining two Hampshire batsmen,
who still had 40-odd runs to make; and then being unable
quite to raise the necessary number of runs to win in the
second match.
As usual, both teams were entertained in the Regi
mental tent after close of play on the second day of
each match, and it is pleasant to be able to record that
many members of the Regimental Tent Club were there
to act as hosts. This year’s number of “gate-crashers” was
lower than usual, members will be gratified to learn!
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L o rd H a r r is , t h e R e g im e n ta l S e c r e ta r y a n d t h e E a r l o f G u ilfo rd p la c e d w r e a th s o n t h e K e n t
W a r M e m o ria l o n M o n d a y , 3 rd A u g u s t.
P h o to : “ K e n tis h G a z e tte .”

The two tents were, as always, a blaze of colour,
thanks entirely to the efforts of Mrs. Knocker whose
flower arrangements, as lovely as always, were much ad
mired. The Regiment’s thanks must also go to the mem
bers of the 4th Bn. The Buffs (T.A.) for all their efforts
behind the bar. The new caterers did a splendid job, and
by and large there is little doubt that the Week was a
great success.
For the first time, and because he has now retired and
they are living in England, it was possible for the Deputy
Colonel and Mrs. Talbot to be present in the tent, and
to entertain some of the hundreds of guests who, almost
by tradition, turn the viewing tent into a mammoth cock
tail party—certainly as far as noise is concerned! It is
probably safe to say that at the conclusion of the Week
the Regimental Secretary and the two Assistant Secre
taries, together with their respective wives, all felt that
they could do with a new pair of feet!
Amongst those who signed their names in the Visi
tors’ Book wrere the following:—
The Archbishop of Canterbury and Mrs. Ramsey,
Major-Gen. and Mrs. D. E. B. Talbot, the Dean and
Mrs. Ian White-Tomson, Major-Gen. and Mrs. L. Grimshaw, Major-Gen. C. W. Norman, Major-Gen. and Mrs.
Gerry Duke, Lord Hawarden, Lord and Lady Harris,
Major-Gen. and Mrs. C. H. Tarver, Admiral and Mrs.
Bax.

Brigadier and Mrs. D. Gwilliam, Brigadier and Mrs.
Whitacre Allen, Brigadier and Mrs. R. F. Parry, Brigadier
and Mrs. G. Laing, Brigadier M. P. D. Dewar, Briga
dier J. G. Atkinson, Brigadier and Mrs. J. G. Nicholson,
Brigadier T. H. Spear, Brigadier and Mrs. F. W. Rice,
Brigadier and Mrs. E. Foster Hall, Brigadier and Mrs. F.
King Lewis.
Lt.-Col. and Mrs. T. N. Penlington, Lt.-Col. and Mrs.
D. A. Willows, Lt.-Col. and Mrs. E. V. Argles, Lt.-Col.
and Mrs. John Tilleard, Lt.-Col. and Mrs. T. Roscow
Reid, Col. and Mrs. Raymond Grace, Lt.-Col. and Mrs.
J, R. Willows, Lt.-Col. and Mrs. U. H. B. Alexander,
Col. and Mrs. C. R. Tuff, Lt.-Col. and Mrs. J. E. King,
Lt.-Col. and Mrs. H. S. Knocker, Lt.-Col. and Mrs. F.
Gilleat, Lt.-Col. and Mrs. George Mount, Lt.-Col. and
Mrs. G. A. E. Keene, Col. and Mrs. R. E. Gordon.
Lt.-Col. and Mrs. Elgood, Col. and Mrs. A. A. E.
Merlott-Chitty, Col. and Mrs. G. R. D. Hews, Col.
Ian Battye, Lt.-Col. H. L. Cremer, Col. and Mrs. G. J. A.
Dewar, Col. and Mrs. J. V. R. Jackson, Col. W. A.
Hailes, Lt.-Col. and Mrs. C. A. Collard, Col. and Mrs.
A. W. Goddard, Lt.-Col. and Mrs. N. E. Hoare.
Major P. W. Ransley, Major and Mrs. J. R. G.
Friend, Major and Mrs. P. W. Wilson, Major R. W. Bel
lamy, Major and Mrs. M. ffrench Blake, Major D. P. R.
Barrett, Major A. A. West, Major E. Elliott, Major G. S.
Broome, Major H. Woodman, Major and Mrs. J. T. R.
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Prestige, Major D. Beard, Major and Mrs. McCarthy,
Major and Mrs. Clive Ackland, Major and Mrs. Robert
Moss, Major and Mrs. H. Seeker.
Major and Mrs. L. F. Parratt, Major and Mrs. Davi
son, Major W. G. Blaxland, Major and Mrs. H. C. L.
Tennent, Major and Mrs. A. K. Hind, Major and Mrs.
R. A. C. Ravenhill, Major P. S. Leigh, Major R. W. M.
Webster, Major B. J. Harris-St.-John, Major and Mrs.
H. Jackson, Major C. J. Griffin, Major and Mrs. A. W.
Pym.
Capt. and Mrs. J. E. Grubb, Capt. F. C. Excell, Capt.
C. G. Champion, Capt. J. D. W. Reid, Capt. M. J. Smith,
Capt. N. C. S. Grey, Capt. A. W. Argles, Capt. and Mrs.
S. Haynes, Capt. and Mrs. C. Gilley, Capt. and Mrs.
Causton.
Mr. C. E. Marchant, Mr. J. G. Price, Mr. and Mrs.
T. D. M. Boyland, Mrs. Cramsie, Mr. and Mrs. Oliver
Curwen, Mr. A. F. H. Jenkins, Mr. F. Sanfield-Hall, Mr.
O. G. White, Miss J. D. Bonnor, Mr. and Mrs. R. A.
Watson, Mr. and Mrs. Malcolm Moore, Mrs. I. H.
Mauduit, Mr. J. R. K. Smith, Mr. J. F. Woodman.
Mr. A. Francis, Mr. J. A. Daniell, Mr. and Mrs.
A. J. H. Taylor, Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Whigham, Mr.
P. T. Gwilliam, Mr. P. H. Williams, Mr. P. M. P. Broadbent, Mr. A. E. David, Mr. and Mrs. John Baker White,
Miss B. Keil, Mr. C. R. Grove, Mr. and Mrs. W. C. W.

Brice, Canon and Mrs. Newell, Mr. and Mrs. F. R.
Rawes, Mrs. L. H. W. Troughton, Mr. and Mrs. R. D.
Lemon, the Sheriff and Mrs. A. V. Wilson, Miss Juliet
Gausden, Mrs. Harold Findlay, Miss Hilda Preston.
Mr. and Mrs. Robin Baker White, Mr. and Mrs.
J. G. Bond, Dr. and Mrs. D. L. Pugh, Mr. and Mrs.
Gordon Turner, Mr. R. C. M. Jenkins, Mr. J. B. Brock,
Mr. and Mrs. J. N. Ellis, Miss G. D. Stott, Mrs. Latham,
Mr. and Mrs. T. Cobb, Mr. John Rice, Mr. B. K. Dono
van, Mr. R. J. Crispin, Rev. J. Drake Brockman, Rev. and
Mrs. R. C. Desch, Mr. and Mrs. Ian Gracie, Aid. and
Mrs. H. P. Dawton.
Mr. and Mrs. N. Christopherson, Mr. P. H. Scoones,
Mr. Morris Marsham, Mrs. James Forbes, Mrs. Steven
son, Mr. and Mrs. C. Cole, Mrs. Geoffrey Mount,
Miss Jennifer Mount, Mr. B. R. Whigham, Mr. and Mrs.
Russell, Mr. and Mrs. Richard Neame, Mrs. L. Howard
Smith, Miss Jane Gwilliam, Miss Ann Friend, Mr. and
Mrs. J. D. Grugeon.
As always, it was delightful to see them all.
To all those who, in their several ways and by their
attention to detail and careful planning, made the Week
in general and the tent in particular such a happy and
successful event and function, go the very grateful thanks,
not only of those who were present in person, but also
of the Regiment as a whole.

BY APPOINTMENT TO HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN
GOLDSMITHS & C R O W N JEWELLERS,
GARRARD & C O . L TD ., LONDON

A fine piece of jewellery, artistically
designed, makes a charming gift.
Produced by the house of Garrard
in gold and enamel, a badge brooch
can be a token of lasting value.
Designs and estimates for gem set
brooches are supplied free at
your request. Please address all
enquiries to the military department.

The R egim ental and Brigade Badges
G A R R A R D & CO. LTD.
112 R e g e n t S tre e t • L o n d o n * W .i

Crown Jewellers
Telephone: R E G E N T 7020 (11 lines)
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Remembrance Sunday, Canterbury, 1964

T h e B r ig h to n B r a n c h n e w S ta n d a r d b e in g p r e s e n te d b y
t h e D e p u ty C olonel.

P h o to : “ K e n tish G azette.”

T h e D e p u ty C olonel p r e s e n ts W .O .I N e w m a n , t h e n e w ly a p p o in te d R .S.M . o f 4 B u ffs (T .A .), w ith h is L o n g S e rv ic e
a n d G ood C o n d u c t M edal.

P h o to : " K e n tis h G azette.”

PART from a short, sharp and heavy shower at about
5 o’clock, this year’s Remembrance Sunday was, like
A
the week of Canterbury Cricket Week, blessed with a
lovely day. Once again, the numbers on parade were
slightly less than last year, but the attendance at the
Service and during the remainder of the day was ex
tremely good.
This year, the parade and the reunion in the after
noon were held once again in Howe Barracks, from which
for a variety of reasons, the Regiment has been excluded
for a number of years. It was, in consequence, most
pleasant to be back in such familiar surroundings. The
parade, having been briefly addressed by the Regimental
Secretary, was then reported present to the Deputy
Colonel, who immediately presented a new Standard to
the Brighton Branch, a Long Service and Good Conduct
Medal to R.S.M. Newman of the 4th Bn. The Buffs
(T.A .) and a Meritorious Certificate to Sgt. Saffery of

the 5th Bn. The Buffs (T.A.). The Deputy Colonel then
walked round the parade, having a few words here and
there. On the edge of the square, it was good to see, were
the Regimental flag flanked, on the one side, by The
Buffs’ flag and, on the other, by that of The Queen’s
Own.
Headed by the Band and Drums of the 4th Bn. The
Buffs (T.A .), the parade then set off on its march to the
Cathedral, and big crowds lined Burgate to watch it go
by, and were in the Precincts to see it arrive. The Service
was notable for the way in which the Band of the 5th
Bn. The Buffs (T.A.) played, and for the admirable
Address given by The Very Reverend Ian H. White Thomson, the Dean of Canterbury. After the Service,
wreaths were laid, as usual, at the Warriors’ Chapel, the
entrance to which was flanked by two beautiful flower
arrangements by Mrs. Findlay, and by the motionless
figures, resting on their arms reversed, of Sgts. Phillips
and Thundow.
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T h e B r ig h to n B r a n c h , w i t h t h e i r n e w S t a n d a r d o n p a r a d e f o r t h e fir s t tim e , m a r c h in g p a s t a f t e r t h e Service'. A t t h e h e a d
o f t h e B r a n c h c o n tin g e n t is B r ig a d ie r J o e P a r r y , w h o h a d t h e g r a v e m is f o r tu n e t o h a v e h is m o to r - c a r (c o n ta in in g ,
a m o n g s t o th e r th in g s , h is b o w le r h a t a n d u m b re lla ) s to le n f r o m a C a n te r b u r y h o te l c a r - p a r k t h e p re v io u s n ig h t. T h e c a r
w a s fo u n d in C a m b e rle y t h e n e x t d a y . A t t h e r e a r o f t h e B r a n c h c o n tin g e n t is M a jo r G e o ffrey Cox.

P h o to : “ K e n tish G azette.'

The Deputy Colonel took the Salute as the parade
set off on its return journey and was supported at the
saluting base by the Mayor and the Dean. It is good to
record that very few took advantage of a lift up St. M ar
tin’s Hill from the Longport Car Park, but all were glad
to get at their share of the liquid refreshment available on
return to Howe Barracks.
Thanks to the whole-hearted co-operation of the
Home Counties Brigade Depot Staff and the 4th Bn. The
Buffs (T .A .), the arrangements for packed lunches and
drinking facilities in two marquees erected on the playing
fields seemed to give general satisfaction. Where the
Officers were concerned, the look of the gymnasium was
considerably altered by the presence of the stands of
Colours of the three T.A. Battalions, in addition to some
fine pieces of Regimental Silver. Such attention to detail
showed how much thought Lt.-Col. Derek Willows and

his newly-arrived Training Major, John Davison, had
given to the matter. It was, perhaps, a pity that the
major-domo in charge of the catering arrangements
thought he knew better than the Regimental Secretary
concerning the number of lunches required.
After lunch, those present either sat in the sunshine,
propped up the bar, or had a go at one or other of the
many sideshows organised by “ Ben,” Charlie Garrett and
the other Branch helpers and representatives almost too
numerous to mention. To them all, to all those Branches
which produced prizes for the raffle and to Mrs. Grace,
who presented the prizes, the very grateful thanks of all
concerned. A Beating of Retreat was performed in the
middle of the afternoon by the Band and Drums of the
5th Bn. The Buffs (T.A .), many of whom had to leave
immediately afterwards, in order to get to work. Through
out the day they had performed most .admirably.
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U ntil he hears otherwise (possibly at the Annual
General Meeting of the Association in October), the
Regimental Secretary feels that this year’s Remembrance
Sunday must have satisfied the great majority of those
who attended it. I t has taken him four years to get it
right, but never mind! Photographs taken during the day
appear elsewhere.
During the day, the following telegram was received
from British Guiana:
“ Commanding Officer and All Ranks, 1st Bn., with
you in spirit on 9 August.”

The sending of such a signal was a charming gesture
and showed that, despite the intervening distance, the
Regiment and its Regular Battalion were very much to
gether.
T o the Brigade Colonel, Colonel Ian Battye; to the
Officer Commanding the Brigade Depot, Lt.-Col. Nor
man Clayden; to the Officer Commanding the 4th Bn.
The Buffs (T .A .), Lt.-Col. Derek Willows; to “ Ben,”
in particular; and, in general, to all those who in one
way or another helped in the enormous and varied
arrangements concerning the day, the Regiment is ex
tremely grateful.

Canadian Liaison Report— part 1
BY NIEL PEARCE
H AVE now been in Canada for over a year, and feel
it is about time I put pen to paper and told you
something of m y more interesting experiences.
I left Liverpool on the Cunard liner S.S. Carinthia
on a bitterly cold January evening. T he date was Friday,
25th January, 1963, when England was in the grip of
its worst winter for over a hundred years. T he Mersey
had a unique look about it in that it was covered in ice
floes, a sight which greatly surprised all the passengers
as well as the dockers who had obviously never seen any
thing like it before. After saying all our good-byes, the
luxury liner slid smoothly through the ice-floes and soon
ah we could see of England were small twinkling lights
in the distance.
I shared a very comfortable first class cabin with a
charming Captain in the Scots Guards, Michael Bowater
by name. I sat at the ship’s doctor’s table and was fortunate
to be the only other man at the table, surrounded by four
charming ladies: two from England going to Bermuda for
a holiday; a pretty American from New York; and a
Canadian who managed a travel agency in Montreal— a
thoroughly cosmopolitan table.
We were on the high seas for nine days and had a
remarkably calm crossing when one remembers that the
Atlantic in January and February can be at its roughest.
I enjoyed every minute of the voyage and apart from
eating like a king, I played many games of deck tennis
and shuffle board and spent the evenings either at parties
or dancing or playing bingo. I was very lucky towards
the end of the voyage to win the jackpot of £18 at bingo,
which resulted in champagne all round.
The ship stopped only twice on the entire voyage;
at Cobh, Southern Ireland, to take on passengers, and at
Bermuda to off-load holiday makers and their luggage.
We steamed past the Statue of Liberty at 5 a.m.
on Sunday, 3rd February, 1963, and could see the famous
New York skyline silhouetted against the lightening sky.
Again, it was bitterly cold with an icy wind blowing off
the water which was strewn with bigger and better ice
floes than those in the Mersey.
Michael Bowater and I had ten hours to kill in New

I

York before catching the train from Pennsylvania Station
to Ottawa. Although it was unbearably cold it was clear
and sunny, which enabled us to have a magnificent /iew
for miles around from the top of the Empire State Build
ing. After taking the subway to Wall Street, where we
were dwarfed by gigantic buildings, we caught a bus to
Idlewild Airport, a visit which proved to be well worth
while. I t is a most impressive airport and is unique in
that no one need go outside from the time he enters the
terminal to the time he leaves the aircraft at his destin
ation. Each airline has tried to outdo the rest in its
particular style, colour and character of building, most
of which are fine examples of modern art and architecture.
T he train journey to Ottawa was uneventful apart
from the heating system breaking down, which meant that
we froze in our upper berths. We were met by Major
Garnett, from the British Defence Liaison Staff in
Ottawa, who showed us to our comfortable rooms in the
Lord Elgin Hotel. On the following day, Tuesday, 5th
February, we were briefed by B.D.L.S. and had an excel
lent lunch with Brigadier T yler before I caught the
Canadian Pacific Railway train to Calgary, 2,125 miles
away. “The Canadian,” as the train is called, is one of
the most modern, luxurious and comfortable trains in the
world and has, in addition to very comfortable sleeping
accommodation in the form of lower and upper berths,
roomettes and rooms, a snack bar, dining car, cock
tail bar, two dome observation carriages and two reading
rooms. The two thousand mile journey took me through
the snow-covered lakes and forests of Ontario, along the
northern shore of frozen Lake Superior, across the snow
and wind-swept prairies of Manitoba and Saskatchewan
to the sun-drenched province of Alberta. The journey took
just under 48 hours and was an experience of a lifetime.
The temperature when I arrived in Calgary was about
40° F. and the warm sunshine and dry atmosphere made
a very pleasant change from the freezing dampness of
Liverpool. I was m et at the station by John Davison and
the 2 i/ c of 2 Q.O.R. of G , David Gordon.
Calgary is a fine, friendly city, 3,500 feet above sea
level near the eastern foothills of the Rocky Mountains,
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which I can see now clearly from my room. It is a very
prosperous modem city, whose population has doubled in
the last ten years. It owes its prosperity mainly to the
existence of oil and natural gas found in great abundance
in the vicinity of the city. The weather is exceptionally
good and seldom does a day go by without the sun shining
for a few hours. Calgary is in the direct path of the unique
warm chinook winds which blow over the mountains from
the Pacific Ocean. These winds cause a great fluctuation
in temperature which has been known to change as much
as 80° F. in only two hours. The comparatively high
altitude of Calgary makes the atmosphere very dry,
enabling one to stand the cold temperature much more
easily than in England. I would say that 10° F. in Calgary
is comparable to 32° F. in London.
My first appointment in 2 Q.O.R. of C. was as 2 i/c
of “B” Rifle Company, which was commanded by Major
Ron Lilley, who was on the Staff College Course at
Camberley in 1959. Major Lilley soon after my arrival
in the Regiment flew to England to take the Company
Commanders Course at Warminster, leaving me to “hold
the baby” as Company Commander. This I enjoyed, never
having commanded anything but a platoon in the past.
We spent much time in the field and had one very inter
esting exercise in the foothills of the Rockies. This enabled
me to get to know the men in the company, the nominal
roll of which read rather like that of a United Nations’
peace-keeping force! Almost every European country was
represented as well as every province in Canada, with men
of English and Indian extraction. Soon after Major Lilley’s
return from England I was posted to Support Company
for seven months as commander of the Heavy .50 Calibre
Machine Gun Platoon. Being an anti-tank gunner myself,
I was interested to learn all about the .50 and .30 Calibre
Machine Guns.
Soon after I arrived in Calgary I took up skiing and
am now fanatical about the sport. Banff, in the heart of
the best skiing area in Canada, is only 80 miles away in
the Rocky Mountains and during the winter months I
spent almost every weekend skiing in and around Banff,
together with a number of Frcnch-Canadian friends. Six
of us rented a cabin for the winter not far from Lake
Louise in the Yoho Valley, surrounded by precipitous and
spectacular mountains. We usually drove the 160 miles
there on Friday evening, spent the night in the cabin,
spent all Saturday on skis, another night in the cabin,
and on Sunday on the way back swam in the hot sulphur
pools in Banff. The pools are fed by a hot natural spring
which keeps the water temperature around 100° F. To
swim in hot water in an open air pool looking out over
snow covered mountains, with the air temperature well
below freezing point, is a unique and exhilarating experi
ence.
A few months after I arrived in Calgary I flew down
to Vancouver to collect my new car, a Peugeot 404. I
have since driven over twenty thousand miles and am
delighted with its performance, comfort and road holding
ability. I had a wonderful 700-mile drive back to Calgary
from Vancouver, driving through the beautiful Okanagan
Valley and over the scenic, recently completed, Roger?
Pass in the Rockies.

T o p : A ty p ic a l R o c k y M o u n ta in sc e n e.
B o tto m : O n t h e R o g e r s P a s s eni r o u te f r o m V a n c o u v e r
to C a lg a ry .

During a dinner night last April I was presented with
a bicycle which is now my mode of transportation within
Currie Barracks. This causes much amusement among all
ranks, mainly because no one in Canada over the age cf 12
rides a bicycle! In fact, very few people over here walk,
the vast majority of them travel by car, even if it is for
only 300 yards.
(To be concluded)
( P a r t I I o f th is re p o rt w ill a p p e a r in th e S e p te m b e r issu e.)

FOR . . .

BLAZER

BADGES

O F YOUR REGIMENT . . .
Official Badge of "The Buffs" 10/6

DEAKIN
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CORRESPONDENCE
The Regimental Secretary,

From: Captain A. M . Lewis, Royal Navy

14th M ay, 1964.
Vancouver 2, B.C.

Dear Sir, .
I am Hon. Colonel of The Irish Fusiliers of Canada
(Vancouver Regim ent) and I feel that some members of
your regiment may find this story of “Vancouver’s 29th”
of interest.
The 29th Bn. C.E.F. was perpetuated in the “Vancouver Regiment” and later amalgamated with T he Irish
Fusiliers of Canada Regiment and they became “The Irish
Fusiliers of Canada (Vancouver) Regim ent.”
The Vancouver Regiment was affiliated at one tim e
with The Buffs. The Irish are affiliated with the Royal
Irish Fusiliers.
The 1st Bn. Royal W est Kent Regiment are mentioned
in this story in connection with Vimy Ridge.
M y connection with your Regiment is that I was bom
“on the strength,” as were also those who became Major
Robert Brown, Lt. George Jonathan Brown, Lt. E. C.
Brown (attached R .F.C ., killed in action) and Lt. James
Ferguson Brown, who was killed in action while with the
Gloucester Regiment. The latter had come to Vancouver
from Los Angeles to enlist in the 29th, but was commis
sioned and served as mentioned. Another brother, W illiam
Brown, served in South Africa with the 36th Company
Imperial Yeomanry (T he W est K ent). Three of us served
in the W est Kent Yeomanry Cavalry as young men.
Our father was R .S.M . W illiam Brown. H e enlisted
in Ireland in 1862. H e was “dug out” in the 1914-19
show and became a Captain in the R ifle Brigade.
I served in the 1914 War with the 54th Bn. C.E.F.
and while retired from the Active M ilitia in 1926 was also
“dug out” in 1939 and established the Canadian Army
Record Office in London and also the Canadian Section
G.H .Q . 2nd Echelon.
In 1962 I was given the honour of my present
appointment.
Still another generation was with the Queen’s Own, in
the sons of Major Bob Brown. These became Lt.-C ol. Bob
and Major Edward Brown, both with you in the early
stages of 1939 in France, but later Bob was in Australia
and N ew Guinea and Ted in Burma where wounds caused
him subsequently to lose a leg.
M y own sons served with the Canadians, one as 2 i/c
of the Essex Scottish and the other as Adjutant of the
Royal Canadian Dragoons. Both were wounded.
There are inaccuracies and spelling mistakes in the
story of the 29th, but they are not important. More inter
esting is the compilation by Major d y n e , at this late date,
of a series of interesting anecdotes, with the Company
Officer’s touch. I hope some of you w ill enjoy the book,
as I have. Clyne has signed your copy for me.
W ith all good wishes.
Yours sincerely,
A. M . BROW N,
Hon. Col., I.F . of C. V.R.
(Editor’s N ote: The history, which is now at Regimental
Headquarters, is of great interest to members of both
former regim ents.)

H .M .S. Kent,
C /o G .P.O .,
London.
18th July, 1964.

,
.
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The Regimental Secretary,
Dear Colonel Grace,
We sail today to join the Far East Fleet and I would
be most grateful if you would pass on to our many friends
in the Regiment a fond farewell and our best wishes.
We have very happy memories of our meetings, and
much look forward to seeing old friends and making new
ones on our return next year.
Yours sincerely,
A. M . LEW IS.
86 Heather Park Drive,
W embley, M iddlesex.
20th July, 1964.

v
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The Editor, Invicta.
Dear Sir,
In company with other past members of the Regiment
I attended the reunion at M aidstone on 5th July and must,
I feel, write to you and say that your effort for a first-class
day together was, in the opinion of the many fellows I met,
a roaring success. W e thank you, sir, for your endeavour
and the work of your committee and helpers. We were able
to meet yet again on the “backfield” of our Depot and
enjoyed each other’s company and surely that was the
object of the exercise; that spirit we know of well from our
service days w ill always be around, I feel sure, for many
a year to come.
I write on behalf of many who were of the “Queen’s
Own” and who also served in other formations during and
since the 1939-45 engagement; and to bear out the
opinion, perhaps of us all, of how our “day out” went. It
is nice to quote here the words of the ’bus driver (an exR.A .F. w alla)— who shepherded us to Maidstone— who
wrote a few days after the day saying: “H e had enjoyed
a marvellous day in the company of a Regiment that, with
out doubt, cultivated a comradeship that is an example
of what service life can mean.”
Good luck for the future— and thanks again.
Yours truly,
A. R. W ORSLEY, D.C.M .
1st Bn. Queen’s Own Royal W est Kent “62” Club.
From: Lord Bossom of Maidstone.
1 St. John’s House,
Smith Square, S .W .l.
20th July, 1964.
T o the Officers of the Queen’s Own Buffs.
I was so pleased to have the opportunity of calling
upon you in your Tent at M aidstone on Saturday.
It called to mind so many sincere friendships that I
have enjoyed through the years when my son, Clive, was
an Officer with The Buffs, and my own experiences with
the Queen’s Own, and was a happy revival of other days.
Yours most sincerely,
ALFRED BOSSOM .

THE ASSOCIATION OF SERVICE NEWSPAPER ADVERTISEMENT PAGES,
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125 Beechwood Avenue,
Sunbury-on-Thames,
M iddlesex.
21st July, 1964.
The Editor, Invicta.
Dear Sir,
Please find enclosed cheque to the value of 1 5 /-, this
amount being payment for monthly copies of Invicta.
It was with great regret that I read of the death of
Major-General H. de R. Morgan, D .S.O .
I had the honour and pleasure of serving with him
when, as a subaltern, he arrived at Singapore and was
posted to A Coy., 2nd Bn. The Buffs in which Coy. I was
a junior N .C .O . Capt. Greenaway was then O.G. A. Coy.,
and eventually in W ellington the late Col. Trevor took
over A Coy.
My next actual contact with the General was at Port
land when he took over command of H.Q. W ing. I
was his Coy. Sergeant-Major and that is why I have pre
viously stated that I had the honour and pleasure of serv
ing under an officer who to my mind was the personifica
tion of a true British officer and gentleman.
I remain,
Yours respectfully,
(M r.) J. L. AM BROSE.
97 Gipsy Lane,
Wokingham, Berks.
12th July, 1964.
Lt.-C ol. M . R. L. Grove, M .C.
Dear Mike,
I have been asked by many members of the London
Branch to write a letter thanking you for yet another
highly successful Annual Reunion.
We all realise the difficulties of arranging such a day,
but, yet again, we had martial music for the parade, an
excellent lunch (w e wonder how this is done for 8 /6 ) and
a memorable and pleasant afternoon m eeting old friends.
We all think the Reunion equalled the wonderful one
of 1963, and our only regret was that there was not a
larger crowd on parade.
Our only hope now is that the Reunion days may
continue, and we feel confident that in your capable hands
all the arrangements w ill be 100 per cent.
Would you please pass on to your many helpers our
sincere appreciation for all their efforts?
From all members of the London Branch many,
many thanks.
Yours sincerely,
CYRIL K. KEM P.
“Roughfield,”
Elm Avenue,
East Preston, Sussex.
5th August, 1964.
The Editor, Invicta.
Dear Col, Grace,
Herewith our brief contribution to Invicta for August.
I am not entering the controversy raised by Robin
Tuke and Desmond Butler, though I can look back on

about 40 years of contributing to my Regimental magazine.
A ll I can say is, that if the present standard of it is main
tained and it arrives in reasonable tim e, nobody has got a
grouse.
Yours ever,
REG O. RUSSELL.
Panda Language Services Branch,
Interpretation Section,
SHAPE, Paris, B.F.P.O . 6.
2nd August, 1964.
Dear Sir,
May I, through your columns, try to trace unwanted
or spare copies of issues of T he Dragon for 1938? Either
a bound volume of 1938 issues or individual ones. If
impossible to obtain, the loan of a bound 1938 copy for
a period of about a month would be welcomed.
I should also like to seize this opportunity to express
belated thanks to Ben Hogben and all concerned with the
arrangements for the 2nd Bn. T he Buffs Reunion in
Faversham last April, which proved to be a thoroughly
enjoyable occasion, much appreciated by “Steamer” Finnis,
Johnnie Woolnough and myself. W e hope it w ill often be
repeated!
And finally, Sir, may I congratulate you on the excel
lence, both of contents and presentation, of Invicta, which
keeps us so interestingly in touch with the activities of
“the best Line Regiment of the British Army!”
Yours faithfully,
F. P. BOW EN.
(Ex-Buffs, Regular.)
From : Lt.-C ol. E. V. Argles.
W illow Lodge,
Litdeboum e,
N r. Canterbury.
7th August, 1964.
The Editor, Invicta.
Dear Sir,
Those who may have read my notes on T he Buffs
Museum in last month’s Invicta, may have been perplexed
by the description of facings of “ British G rey” on the
East Kent M ilitia Coatee, circa 1850. The correct
description is, of course, “Kentish Grey.”
Yours truly,
E. V. ARGLES.
Belmont,
Faversham.
From: Lord Harris
Dear Col. Grace,
On behalf of m y w ife and m yself I would like to
thank you and the Regiment for so kindly entertaining
us during Canterbury Week, and also for the way you
and your w ife looked after us.
The Week seemed to go well and your Regiment, as
always, does so much to help it along and we all are
most grateful. I only hope the financial strain is not too
much.
Again very many thanks to you all.
HARRIS.
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Flat A,
10 Buckland Crescent,
London, N .W .3.
10th August, 1964.
The Editor, Invicta.
Dear Sir,
M ay 1 register a protest against the increasing ten
dency on the part of officers to wear miniature medals
at the Annual Remembrance Service. This cannot be right
and, if allowed to continue, may w ell develop into a
regimental idiosyncrasy.
Yours truly,
E. FOSTER HALL.
Kent County Cricket Club,
St. Lawrence Ground,
Canterbury.
11th August, 1964.
Colonel H. R. Grace, O.B.E.
Dear Colonel Grace,
M ay I, on behalf of the Kent, Hampshire and
M iddlesex teams, thank you m ost sincerely for the hos
pitality extended to them in The Queen’s Own Buffs
T ent during Canterbury Week. Everyone, I know,
thoroughly enjoyed the convivial company.
What glorious weather we had for the whole Week.
I do hope we shall be as fortunate for the Australian game.
Yours sincerely,
LESLIE AM ES.
Mary H aig Cottage,
Sutton Valence,
Kent.
4th August, 1964.
The Editor, Invicta.
Dear Sir,
I would be glad of your help in contacting some old
comrades. A t the M aidstone Reunion on 5th July the men
of 3 and 4 Company 2nd Battalion The Queen’s Own
Royal W est Kent Regiment who served in the Siege of
Kut, held a m eeting and formed a committee to carry
out a proposal to present to the Borough of Maidstone
Council a garden seat, to mark the 50th anniversary of
the Siege on 29th April, 1966. The seat w ill be placed
near the Regimental War M emorial in Brenchley Gardens.
I am glad to say that the Council have accepted our
offer. The members agreed to a monthly subscription
starting on 5th July and we invite all members to subscribe,
as w ell as any widows, sons and daughters of our comrades
who have passed on. Any amounts would be welcome. We
already have £2 in P.O. account, and I w ill send out
quarterly accounts of the fund’s progress. The amount
hoped for is £35 to £40.
Yours faithfully,
A. G. K IN G SM ILL,
Hon. Secretary.
Town H all,
Maidstone.
6th August, 1964.
Dear Colonel Grove,
H is Worship the Mayor has asked me to convey to

you and your w ife his sincere thanks for such a pleasant
afternoon at Canterbury yesterday.
Both he and the Mayoress thoroughly enjoyed their
visit and would be glad if you would also pass their thanks
to Colonel Grace.
Yours sincerely,
JOAN FLETCHER,
Mayor’s Secretary.
Lt.-C ol. M . R. L. Grove, M .C.

189 St. Luke’s Avenue,
Ramsgate.
Col. H . R. Grace, O .B.E., D .L ., J.P.
Re Remembrance Sunday Entertainment
Dear Sir,
M ay I, please, through the columns of Invicta pass
on m y very grateful thanks to all Branches who donated
prizes to the raffle, and to the individual members of
those Branches who spent their afternoon in conducting
the stalls. I think they did a magnificent job, and it is to
them that the credit is due for the success of the after
noon.
I would like to mention them all personally, but as
I am not quite certain of some names, I would ask them
to accept this as some recognition of their support.
M ay I also thank Mrs. Grace very much indeed for
stepping up at short notice to present the prizes, and hope
she is none the worse for being “rained off.”
Thank you, too, and your staff for arranging things
at your end, and I am sure everyone who helped in any
way w ill feel some sense of satisfaction in hearing that
by their efforts the Association Funds have benefited by
over £22.
Yours sincerely,
“BEN .”
(J. R. H ogben).
The Regimental Secretary acknowledges with his
most grateful thanks not only the sum of £ 2 2 /7 /1 0 , which
has been credited to the Regimental Benevolent Fund, but
also the; help which the following so w illingly and gener
ously gave:—
Donations in cash to the raffle by Margate, Hem e
Bay, Brighton, Ashford, Ramsgate and Medway Branches.
Donations in kind by London (B u ffs), Sandwich, W eald,
Sittingboum e, Canterbury, and Folkestone and Hythe
Branches.
Branches conducting stalls: Ashford, treasure plot;
Ramsgate, motor racing and raffle; London, darts; Folke
stone and Hythe, electric wire; Canterbury, bowling for
the pig; and Sittingboum e, clock golf. (These were not
started owing to lack of tim e.) Ladies’ Guilds: Ramsgate,
cake guessing and name the doll; London, bean jar
Folkestone and Hythe, children’s races; Mr. C. Garratt,
children’s races.
I have purposely omitted mentioning names (except
for M r. Garratf) as I am not Sure who they all were, but
mention must be made of M rs. Hogben for all the work
she did beforehand in dressing the doll and making the
cake.
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N E W S FR O M THE 1st B A TTA LIO N
FTER what amounted to a 10-day test of physical
A
endurance, involving many visits, much travelling
and the giving and receiving of hospitality whenever there
was time for it, Lt.-Col. Blick Waring said to Lt.-Col.
Bill MacDonald, at midnight on 9th July, “It’s all yours,
Bill.” And so, quietly and with ceremony cut to a bare
minimum by operational demands, the change of Com
manding Officers took place.
The Old

Two days later, having by then had to run several
“gauntlets” but well enough fortified for the journey, our
late Commander boarded his plane for England and the
Ministry of Defence. He had been in command since
February, 1962, and it is fair to say that during the inter
vening
years the Battalion knew few dull moments—
and certainly no idle ones. Space forbids too many
reminiscences; but apart from the never-ending spate of
exercises, at home, in Cyprus, in Canada, or where you
will, one remembers his administrative prowess in every
field and particularly the tremendous energy and the
meticulous detail which he put, with such resounding
success, into that memorable occasion in 1962 when our
present Colours were presented. For these and for the
hundred and one other achievements of the Battalion under
his hand we are grateful: and would now wish him as
much success in his new job.

British Guiana

The emergency continued unabated for most of the
month, particularly on East Coast Demerara where B
Company variously assisted by Recce and Drums Platoons
and latterly C Company in addition, have continued at
full stretch in their efforts to keep that area within reason
able bounds. The numerical and geographical odds are
such that, if the opposition are bent on trouble, trouble
there will be: and our job, as ever, is simply to deter and
control as far as it is within our powers to do so. George
town itself remains quiet, although its peace was rudely
shattered one morning by the dual bombing of Freedom
House and Gimpex, both of which are strongholds of one
of the main political factions.
Withdrawal of Firearms

Towards the end of the month all companies took part
in the task of gathering in all civilian-owned licensed
firearms and ammunition throughout the area of opera
tions. Although a routine and not very exciting affair, it
was well carried out in conjunction with the Police and
a happy acquiescent public and went without hitch.
A few arms remain outstanding and these we are pursu
ing at the moment. There are great hopes that this step
may, in curtailing their means, effectively reduce acts of
violence.
Sugar Strike Ends

As the last of the firearms came in to be tucked away,
the strike of sugar workers, which was the starting point
of all this year’s troubles when it began over five months
ago, was suddenly and unexpectedly called off. Perhaps
we should not have been surprised, for during recent
months a steadily increasing number of workers had chosen
to ignore their un;— bosses and turn up for work. We had
come not to anticipate commonsense in this field but are
none the less pleased. There is no doubt that its calling
off is an unqualified admission of defeat from the strike’s
instigators and the prospects of a return to peaceful living
are greater because of it.
Home Guards

A tk in s o n A irfie ld — 11th J u l y
L t.-C ols. W a r in g a n d M a c D o n a ld e x c h a n g e a fe w
l a s t w o rd s.

And The New

To Lt.-Col. Bill MacDonald, who needs no intro
duction and who has come to us virtually straight from his
staff appointment in Singapore, we offer sincerest con
gratulations on his new command and every possible good
fortune in it.

Taking advantage of the quiet spell which has ensued,
the Governor has authorised the formation of village
Home Guards, in an effort to enlist active co-operation
from the law-abiding majority. Their training and opera
tional control has fallen on us; and the scheme has met
with an immediate and heartening—in places almost
embarrassing—response. It will be a few weeks yet before
one can assess the real effect and there is little doubt that
various interested parties will do their best to sabotage
the scheme if given the opportunity. In the meantime the
companies find that they have acquired yet a new role and
a volatile, unpredictable weapon also.
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Donkey Derby

One day recently, Capt. Jim Shephard ventured from
his office chair to visit the East Coast for the day, only
to have to spend a large part of it on the side of the road
where his weary Land Rover finally expired. He claims,
however, that it was with a dignity befitting his station
that he was able to decline the mortifying offer of a lift
from a donkey cart which he had overtaken an hour before!
(The moral: “ Stick close to your desk and never go to
sea, and you’ll all be the rulers of the Queen’s N avee” !)
Oh, My Hat

During the Band’s recent tour Colour Sgt. Larkin
managed to lose his hat when it was blown out of a train
window. Subsequently reports from the area tell of a
strange new circular type of craft on the Berbice River—
now described by the locals as Bonce Boats. At the same
time, and not to be outdone, Major Jack Fletcher lost
two hats in one day, both blown out of one of those
very fashionable helicopters!
River Trips

We have until now had to confine our activities to the
coastal strip and so it made a very pleasant break for Sgt.
Parsons and a party of six soldiers from A Company to
be sent on a trip some 150 miles up the Berbice River to an
isolated mining community at Kwakwani. The trip was made
by tugboat,, in the galley of which Pte. Outred was soon
at home— although he was unable to put fish on the menu
since “the one that got away” from Pte. Thorpe unfor
tunately took most of the party’s fishing tackle with it!
Though their arrival coincided with a miners’ strike it
proved a very quiet and uneventful trip for the most part,
and everyone returned to duty both relaxed and bronzed.
Meanwhile, men of 9 Platoon from C Company have
made several less glamorous “mixed” patrols up the
Mahaicony River, searching for missing people (the
mixture was of services rather than sexes). And, in spite
of the mosquitoes, these, too, have made a welcome change
to routine.
Forces Favourites

Cpl. S k in n e r a n d P te . M ills, b o th o f “B ” C o m p an y ,
h o ld in g tw o c a p tu r e d s h o tg u n s a n d t h e i r a m m u n itio n .

Naval Visit

H.M.S. Whirlwind, an anti-submarine frigate on the
West Indies Station, paid a five-day courtesy visit to
Georgetown, and apart from leaving with us a party of
two officers and eight Royal Marines—who are already
proving their value on the East Coast—they have very
kindly taken a party of 10 all ranks of the Battalion on a
five-day trip to Paramaribo, the capital of neighbouring
Surinam. Although one R.M. Officer has confessed to
being vastly relieved at the chance of no longer being
permanently seasick, we think we have the better end of
the bargain, about which you may read more next month.

We are told that record requests (anonymously
made!) over B.G. Radio have, of late, included “Baby
Face,” for a well-known Warrant Officer, “My Old Man’s
a Dustman,” for an equally well-known son of his father,
and “Great Balls of Fire,” for Major Harold Gate
house . . . But no-one appears, yet, to have asked for
“Mac the Knife” . . . which is odd!
Fire! Fire!

From the East Coast B Company report: “While we
knew that as part of 19 Brigade in the United Kingdom
we were members of a *Fire Brigade,’ we little thought
that the point would be made so forcibly as it has during
the past few weeks. It has been a month of fires and
curfew. The all-time record was 14 fires in one night. As
fast as the occupants moved out of a trouble area, so the
arsonists moved in and burned the empty houses. A tragic
situation, but one which has a lighter side, as on the
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occasion when a patrol of 7 Platoon, under Cpl. Rivers,
and Pte. Thomas, the Company Commander’s driver,
were assisting some of the local Volunteer Force to ex
tinguish a burning house. The B Company party stood on
one side and the Volunteers the other. Both were trying
to put out a singularly obstinate flame at the aoex of the
roof. Great gouts of water were projected into the air
from their buckets, all describing a neat parabola over the
roof and descending with an audible splash on the doughty
firemen on the other side. At close of play honours were
just about even, and the house half-saved (or half-burned,
according to how bitter and twisted you are.)”
However, readers should not despair for the Com
pany’s morale, for their recently appointed Public Rela
tions Officer was able to reassure us all with a personal
statement made to the Press. “I ’m pleased,” he said, “ I’m
pleased!”
[Sub-Editor’s note: If his face does not figure among
this month’s photos I ’ll be surprised (Editor’s note: It
does! Below!).]

Bidding their “ Suspicious Character ” a definitely
envious Goodnight, the patrol moves on in search of less
disturbing events.
Concerts In The Courantyne

Led by the Bandmaster, acting the role of the Pied
Piper, the Band recently completed a five-day tour of the
villages and estates in the Courantyne area. They marched
through villages, gave concerts in town halls, played for
Estate Staffs and providing dance music in the evenings.
They were received with great enthusiasm everywhere by a
population long starved of music and entertainment and
the tour was, undoubtedly, a great success. We hope that it
may prove the first of many.
Still in the Courantyne, but having put their instru
ments away, they spent a few more days at the un
accustomed job of weapon handling to help A Company
during the recent withdrawal of firearms.
Their second recorded concert was broadcast over
B.G. radio and well received.
Finally, our congratulations go to Cpls. Fuller and
MacDonald on their local elevation to the Sergeants’
Mess.

HARRY HALL
I h e G re a te s t'N a m e in R id in g W ear

Experienced riders
everywhere acknow
ledge the supremacy
of Harry Hall riding
wear.

C a p ta in I a n P y b u s h o ld s a P r e s s C o n fe re n c e .

Night Life

The scene is a typical East Coast village. It is late at
night and something of the tensions of the previous day
can still be felt. A patrol from C Company moves quietly
along the track, on the look out for trouble makers, when
they see, coming in their direction, a bright, young Negro.
They ask him what he is doing. He replies that he is
on his way to visit his “ bird ” ! A likely story! He is
asked to prove his statement; and shortly afterwards,
accompanied by the patrol, he stops outside a darkened
house.
Our Romeo gives two low whistles, the shutters open
and a bird-like face appears briefly; and in no time at all
the door opens to disclose his dusky and extremely wellproportioned Juliet, who beckons him inside.

ffla tT E lt# (Canterbury) H tb14/16 g>un street, Canterbury
’P h o n e 62566
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C pl. M o rris o n a n d P te . A m b e r (D ru m s) p a tr o llin g in a tr o u b le d a r e a (B u x to n ) o n 3 rd J u n e , 1964.

Lt Clinch briefing members of 12 Platoon
L e ft to r ig h t: Cpl. H u n t, P t e . K irb y , P te . G oodayle, P te . B o b in so n , L /C p l. G riffin, P t e . B a c k s , P te .
Je w e ll, P te . W e b s te r. A n d w ith b a c k s t o t h e c a m e ra , S g t. B u d e n c e a n d L /C p l. H a r r is .
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NEWS

FROM

U B to the postal disturbances the reports for June and
July appear as one.

COLCHESTER

D

tion at Charing Cross. They apparently stand in a window
looking like troops from British Guiana.

Departures

Lost on the plain

June saw the departure of Major J. H. Davison to
4 Buffs as Training Major and Lieutenant J. C. Holman
as Aide-de-Camp to G .O .C .-in-C ., W estern Command.
We would like to wish them every success in their new
appointments. Their successors as Officer Commanding
and Training Officer are Major C. J. Griffin and 2 n d /
Lieutenant C. St. John Perry respectively.

Second-Lieut. St. John Perry and Corporal Moore
competed in the Tulip Rally on the 26th June. After hairraising experiences they finally got lost in the wilds of
Salisbury and headed shamefacedly for the finish. To
their great relief they discovered that virtually all other
novices had got lost before they had!

A visit
The month was a busy one on all fronts. On the 16th
June a party visited the United States Air Force Base at
W ethersfield and had a m ost enjoyable afternoon viewing
the aircraft and control tower. The m ost impressive part
of the base was undoubtedly the palatial A ll Ranks Club,
packed with gigantic fruit machines!

The U nit entered a team for the 54 (East Anglian)
D ivisional/D istrict Athletics M eeting. Although we did
not gain any wins, creditable performances were put up
by all competitors.
Cricket has been continuing during the afternoons,
but due to the return of 1 Foresters, our test series with
their Home D etails has unfortunately ended with a 2-1
victory for our opponents.
Canoemanship

A party
Home D etails held a party on the 18th June and we
were very pleased to have Lieut.-Col. E. W. M acDonald
as our guest. On behalf of all ranks Company SergeantMajor Spalding presented Major Davison with a Crib
Board in the form of a polished rifle butt, suitably en
graved. The party was adjudged a great success, as was
die guitar accompaniment of Privates Hope and Saunders.
Training, all sorts
Training was a feature of the June programme. The
General Purpose M achine Gun Conversion courses con
tinued and on the 12th June we took part in a fire power
demonstration for 126 Infantry Brigade (T .A .) held on
the Stanford Training Area. Despite strong competition
from the Royal Air Force and U nited States Air Force,
our six guns and enormous quantities of ammunition suc
ceeded in stealing the show.
The majority of personnel have now qualified on the
self-loading rifle, the shooting being quite a high standard.
Mechanised re-entry

July has been rather quiet, the highlight being the
canoeing expedition to the Norfolk Broads. On Monday,
the 6th July, eight men, led ostensibly by 2nd/L ieut.
St. John Perry, but in fact by Company Sergt.-M ajor
Spalding’s dog, set up camp at Thurn. Tuesday was spent
accustoming ourselves to the canoes and trips of five
miles were undertaken before and after lunch.
Wednesday was spent recovering from the previous
day’s exertions and an initiative test was arranged which
was won by Private Bird.
The main feature of the expedition was the trip to
Great Yarmouth on the 9th July. Three crews set out on
the thirty-m ile course. A ll crews made remarkably good
tim e to Great Yarmouth on the following tide. The return
journey against the tide was more arduous, but no doubt
in anticipation of Corporal Bird’s “ cooking,” everybody
arrived safely before dark.
So much for that
A ll personnel have now classified on the Bren Gun,
which completes this year’s weapon classification.
The return of Sergeant Athawes from a Signals
Course at Hythe has prompted the beginning of a Signals
Cadre, the object being to train signallers to Company
standard. The cadre w ill be continued by Corporal Am
brose on Sergeant Athawes’ departure to the battalion.

W ith knowing smiles from the vintage members of
Home D etails, a party marched out of camp to undergo
the 10-m ile march Battle Efficiency Test. Apart from a
mechanised re-entry by three members, all completed the
course on time.

A welcome visitor

At present we have two men representing the Home
Counties Brigade at the Golden Cross Recruiting Exhibi

The unit was very pleased to see the Deputy Colonel
of the Regiment during his visit on the 10th July.
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(L e ft to r i g h t) : L t.-C ols. D etrek W illo w s a n d J o h n T ille a rd , C o lo n el D o n a ld D e a n ,
V.C., M a jo r J o h n D a v is o n a n d C a p t. I a n G ra c ie p h o to g r a p h e d ini Y p re s, B e lg iu m ,
d u r in g t h e S ittin g b o u m e -Y p re s “T w in n in g ” C e re m o n y r e fe r r e d t o o n t h i s p a g e .

ULY has been a hectic month with the Battalion fully
engaged in every conceivable kind of activity.
In a way, perhaps the most important event was the
visit of Colonel D. J. Dean with the Commanding Officer,
Lieut.-Col D. A. Willows, and the Band to the Sittingbourne/Ypres “Twinning” Ceremony. This took place
the weekend of 4th/5th July and was of particular signifi
cance this year—the 50th anniversary of the outbreak of
the Great War. There were a number of moving cere
monies to mark the event. On the Saturday evening, at
the Menin Gate, the Band played “ God Save The
Queen” and the Belgian Town Band then played the
Belgian National Anthem which was followed by the
Town Buglers sounding Last Post.
On the Sunday, there was a further ceremony at the
War Memorial, followed by the Twinning Ceremony it
self, which took place in the famous Cloth Hall at Ypres.
The Battalion was also represented by Major J. H. Davi
son and Captain I. A. Gracie with Lieut.-Col. J. Til
leard in the official Sittingboume Party, and three mem
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bers of “B” Company. Of course, as with any occasion,
however moving, it had its lighter side. A wistful voice
from Sittingboume recently commented on the fact that
the last duty-free nail in the coffin had gone.
Maidstone reunion

The Battalion sent a contingent to the Maidstone
Reunion on Sunday, 5th July, under the command of
Major P. S. Browne, O.C. “C” Company. The contingent
was drawn from all companies, so that it was a full repre
sentation of the Battalion.
Internal security

Major J. H. Davison started off well with his
Officers Training Weekend and his subject was “ Internal
Security ”—films, lectures, question time and problems.
This was a complete change and one which was appre
ciated by all who attended. Both Lieut.-Col. D. A. Wil
lows and Major J. H. Davison speak from experience and
the anecdotes told would have livened up these notes con
siderably.
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T h e n e w ly - a r r iv e d T r a in in g
M a jo r o f 4tli B m T h e B u ffs
(T .A .), M a jo r J o h n D a.vison.

T h e 4tli B n. T h e B u ffs (T .A .) flo at in t h e C a n te r b u r y C a rn iv a l, t o w h ic h re fe re n c e ' is
m a d e in t h e B a tta lio n ’s n o te s .
P h o to : G. F . H u g h e s , S ifltin g b o u rn e .

The Carnival procession at Sittingboume was led by
the Band who played impressively and very much to the
enjoyment of all.

During this weekend Col. H. R. Grace gave us a
most interesting talk on, inter alia, the Regimental Asso
ciation, and we found out that he does a lot more than
merely sign those letters beginning “ Dear Sir. Can we
have . . . ” We do appreciate, Colonel, what you do for
us, and our most sincere thanks for your talk, which we
thoroughly enjoyed.
On the Saturday evening we entertained Colonel
I. H. Battye, Home Counties Brigade Colonel, Colonel
H. R. Grace and Lieut.-Col. H. S. Knocker to our Guest
Night. It was our good fortune to have with us on that
occasion our Honorary Colonel, Colonel D. J. Dean,
whom we are always pleased to see.
Just how did Major Jarman’s caravan move from
where he put it near the Mess to the centre of the
Wemyss Barrack Square? His car stayed put, but he had
quite a walk to go to bed and hardly worth it for three
hours.

Taxpayers among our readers will be pleased to
know that a considerable amount of training has been
fitted into the month and we have settled down in earnest
to shooting practice. Good progress has been made with
the L.M.G. classification, but many are finding the S.L.R.
a little hard to handle. In this connection many volunteers
have classified as marksmen on the Bren gun and we hope
they will be similarly successful when it comes to the
S.L.R. The Battalion’s shooting officer, Major R. F. John
son, has led the way by classifying as a marksman on both
and it is hoped that his example will be followed by many
in the next three months.

Fiesta time

Radiac refreshers

This month has been Carnival time in a number of
Kentish Towns. Headquarter Company in Canterbury,
following on last year’s subject of Lieut. Latham defend
ing the Colours, embarked on another Regimental Epic
with the refusal of Private Moyse to “kow tow.” This
was a fine presentation which gained third prize in its
class and a photograph appears elsewhere.
In a rather lighter vein, “B” Company at Sittingbourne offered “An Army Barber’s Shop” at the Carnival.
This failed to win a prize as it did not fill the technical
requirements of its class, but it was a spirited skit on its
subject and judging by the number of pennies found on the
float at the end of its run was very well received by the
crowd.

Company teams spent a weekend in Folkestone on
11th/12th July to further improve their knowledge of the
mighty and mysterious atom and its more deadly uses and
to practise their ability to record and report using those
elusive birds, the radiac instruments. This is a follow on
from the previous weekend in March and Major Auld and
his “atomisers” certainly made the subject interesting.
They even had the first lecture on the Sunday morning at
0700 hours!

Back to square one— training

Sporting events (?)

Among the sporting events, there was a cricket match
on Friday, 17th July, of 20 overs a side between “B”
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Company and WeUwinch Engineering Company Limited.
Our special correspondent reports that the canteen was
opened afterwards and that this part of the evening was
even more enjoyable than the match. It must have been,
as nobody could remember what the result of the match
was!
“C” Company and “B” Company spent an evening
on indoor games and the result seemed about a draw.
“C” Company won the table tennis, “B” Company won
the badminton and the darts was a draw. Winners and
losers were liberally refreshed and everybody enjoyed a
very good evening.
Leave—holidays— call it what you w ill
P .S .I. “A” Company, C .S.M . M ills, so enjoyed his
Camp at Plasterdown that he booked a caravan at Peter
Tavy for his July leave. Sad to relate, the weather treated

him in the same way as it treated our first week in Camp.
W et.
Sergt. Baston, of “A” Company, who took his holi
day in July last year when it was so w et, decided to stay
at home to catch up with decorating the house and so
backed the wrong horse both tim es, but anyway he came
back looking very bronzed and full of beans, so he prob
ably did not work quite as hard as he liked to pretend.
Recruiting
So far as recruiting is concerned, things are not so
very brisk. “B” Company sowed some seeds in their re
cruiting drive on 18 th July and we are now waiting for
the results to ripen. Pte. C. Young, of “C” Company, has
left us to join 1 Queen’s Own Buffs and L /C p l. J. S ilcock, “A” Company, leaves us at the end of the month
to do likewise. W e hope that a successful Camp gave them
a taste for the life and we wish them every success in the
future.

5th BN. THE BUFFS (T.A.)
H EN Flight BA 691 took off on 2nd August, 1964,
W
for its crosS-Atlantic hop, it bore away W .O .I R. J.
Palmer en route for the 1st Battalion, where he takes over

Visitors during the month included Lt.-Colonel S.
Banks, R .A .P.C ., the Staff Paymaster, Captain Nan Chris
tie, W .R.A.C., Headquarters 44 (Home Counties) D ivision/D istrict, and Lt.-C ol. E. V. Argles, the latter on
S.S.A .F.A . business and we hope he w ill look again when
ever he is this way. The Association Secretary and Lt.-C ol.
B ill Bence also paid a visit during the course of a whirl
wind inspection of T.A . Centres.

as R .S.M . from W .O .I A. Parker, M .B.E. We congratulate
Mr. Palmer on his posting and thank him most sincerely
for the immeasurable help he has given us during his tour
as R .S.M . of this Battalion. The process of seeing-off the
R .S.M . really began at Camp; the succession of send-offs
culminated, however, at W estwood with a gathering in the
W .O.s and Sergeants’ M ess, at which presentations were
made to both Mr. and Mrs. Palmer. The postal strike
added to the complications of Mr. Palmer’s eventual de
parture and at one stage wagers were being laid on his
arrival at Benghazi instead of British Guiana. It was un
fortunate indeed that the local Bench insisted on having
the last word on a rather vexed matter of speed lim its!
W e welcome Mr. Parker on posting from the 1st Bat
talion as R .S.M . and feel sure that he w ill enjoy his tour
with us. Mrs. Parker and the fam ily have already arrived
from Colchester and settled in and we look forward to
seeing Mr. Parker early in August. After a period of leave
he w ill get well and truly caught up in things and it is a
moot point whether the Brigade Competition or vistas
further afield have first claim on his services.

Major Dick H ollies, C /S g t. Todd and S /S g t. M ylchreest, A.C.C., are spending their summer holiday assist
ing at the Kent A.C .F. Camp at St. M artin’s Plain. This
annual jolly has the serious advantage of helping the
A.C .F. Battalions with their Camp administration as well
as helping us to know them better. The weather had better
keep fine for the next week or so!

Visits

Battalion W ives’ Club

A return visit was made in July by the Wardroom of
H .M .S. Kent when Lt.-Commander David M axwell
arranged for a party of Officers and their wives to come
to Westwood and be entertained in the Officers’ M ess. This
was a social occasion of some note and established very
friendly ties with the Ship with which the Regiment is so
closely associated. To mark the visit, the Commanding
Officer, on behalf of the M ess, presented Commander
M ike Burgoyne with an engraved cigarette box for the
Wardroom and we are now the proud possessors of the
Ship’s Crest for display in the Mess.

At the last W ives’ Club meeting before the summer
break, Mrs. N eville, the out-going Chairman, gave a
resume of activities during the past year. Mrs. Faulkner
gave the Treasurer’s report which showed a comfortable
balance in hand and also the most rewarding total figure of
£19 which had been sent in three donations to the Chailey
Heritage. New Officers and Committee members elected
were: Chairman, Mrs. Gamsey; Joint Vice-Chairmen,
Mrs. Jones and Mrs. D ineley; Secretary, Mrs. Hollies.
Hard-working Treasurer Mrs. Faulkner is remaining
in office.

Promotions
Congratulations to all those W .O.s and N.C.O.S
who have achieved substantive rank following the recent
Promotion Board and to those others who have qualified
in map reading. Congratulations also to Captains John
Hayton and David Jones on promotion to that rank.
More camping
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Mrs. Garnsey thanked Mrs. Neville for the time and
effort she and her Committee had given to the Club and
asked for the support of all members in trying to do as
well in the coming year. Loud assurances of this were given
and the meeting closed for members to enjoy the tea party
which is the traditional ending of the Club’s year.
Gay Nineties at Sandwich?

The Sandwich Detachment staged a most successful
dance at the T.A. Centre, when over 200 attended. The
Quay was always known for its hospitality, and this new
venture is a good sign that can lead to a more thriving
Detachment there. This success was followed by participa
tion in the Riverside Fete, when the Battalion Trailer was
staffed by the Sandwich Detachment, and so kept them
once more in the public eye.
Boating

“D” Company have taken to the water and staged a
river crossing over the Royal Military Canal, Hythe, which
went off very well. The Adjutant at least is relieved, as the
preparatory paper work was colossal—a fact which Major
Hugh Tennent will appreciate when “C” Company comes
to do the same thing in the near future!
Show Biz at Dover

Liverpool Street T.A. Centre has recently been in
vaded by the world of films. In the first incursion the
building became dressing rooms and property stores for a
film about Bleriot. This was rather a lot for the P.S.I. to
bear and his feelings can be imagined when he was later
invited to drill a Guard of Honour composed entirely of
“bit” players for another film. Finally, half the Battalion
transport disappeared as props in a further sequence from
the same film.

instruments on board could get nowhere near the Cathe
dral. Bandsmen were scattered to the four winds and the
nearest approach to a non-adjusting nonsense was appar
ent.
The second attempt was more successful, although
there was one anxious moment for the Adjutant when the
Drummer was invited to sound his calls—only to find that
his bugle was at Howe Barracks with the remainder of the
drum kit! This was also the only occasion on which the
Band and Drums could be found marching and counter
marching as the sun dipped below the horizon.
Copenhagen

A Directing Staff conference looks like being held in
Copenhagen during September, for, in addition to Major
Tennent, it now seems possible that the Commanding
Officer will journey up from Belgium to visit the Tattoo.
That new file is a mystery no longer.
TA IL PIECE — see July issue, p. 305

Dere Pvt Newt and that leen brown souldiers of
the 60s lot.
We’re propper hoppin too. T.A. stuffy jazz indeed
why doant yew arsk yore Oar S.M. about us Tuff and
Alert Territorials? Wot we want is fair shares for all.
Ower nodes get cut the same as yores so wots all the fuss
about? You bye a copy of Invicta and sea four yourselfs.
See you at Stanford.
Yours truly,
The 5th Bn. Wreckers.

W.O.s and Sergeants day

All W.O.s and Sergeants congregated at Westwood
on 19th July for an instructional day on subjects as varied
as Internal Security and Recruiting. These training periods
at regular intervals are proving an opportunity to get
together and standardise techniques throughout the Bat
talion.
Ten-pin experts

It was particularly galling to find that Capt. and Mrs.
Dineley and W.O.II and Mrs. Mirams were both knocked
out of their respective stages of the Kensitas competition.
Better luck next time! The Battalion representation at the
local Bowl appears to be on the increase—one wonders if
it may eventually find its way into the Annual Inspection
Report.

FREMUNS
‘E L E P H A N T

BEERS

Battalion Band and Drums

Both Band and Drums have been very busy prepar
ing for their parts in the Service of Remembrance. A re
hearsal has already taken place in Canterbury Cathedral
and appears to have gone off well. The first attempt was
rather chaotic as the one vital piece of information—
namely that the Canterbury Carnival was being held on
the same evening—had not filtered through to us! The
result was, of course, that the vehicle with the majority of

The KENTISH BEER
For th e COUNTY REGIMENT

348

4th/5th BN. THE QUEEN’S O W N ROYAL WEST KENT
REGT. (T.A.)
HREE pages of text and photographs in last month’s
“ Invicta” generously recorded what is expected to be
the Regiment’s last Reunion at the old Barracks in M aid
stone. We mention it briefly here as the main event of July,
and are proud to note that both the Chaplain and the Band
played a prominent part in the Reunion. Those who have
heard Owen Swan preach at Camp already know the force
of his short and trenchant sermons. The Band, of course,
nowadays needs no introduction, having played and de
ployed its talents on numerous occasions in and out of
Camp.

T

Ancient principles— modern mnskets
There could hardly be a better time than this to re
member the often told story of the British riflemen who
convinced the Germans that they were facing machine
gunners. T hat was half-a-century ago, and now we have
self-loading rifles. But the principle is the same, and we
practise and classify in much the same way as our fathers
and grandfathers did. In July this Battalion spent a lot of
time on the range, and there was a reasonable crop of new
marksmen at the end of it all. For obvious reasons, we can
not put all their names up in lights. W hat we can do is list
those who were marksmen on both weapons— S.L.R. and
L.M .G.—and some of the most notable scores on one
weapon or the other. Here they are:
In July three men became marksmen on both
weapons. They were Pte. H art and Pte. Butlin, both of
“ B” Company, and Sgt. Everett of “ D ” Company. Lt.
Gibbs, of “C” Company, who was the best rifle shot in
June, also completed his double by becoming a marksman
on the L.M .G. in July. No one has yet beaten his record
of 43 out of 45 in the rifle classification. But Sgt. Atkinson,
of H.Q. Company, has come pretty near, with 42 out of
45. N or has anyone yet equalled or beaten the L.M.G.
record of Cpl. Hoare, of “B” Company, who scored 119
out of 120 in June. Since then the best L.M .G. scores have
come from Sgt. Heskett, of H.Q. Company, with 118, and
Cpl. Kemp, of H.Q. Company, also with 118.
If we look at the scores as company loyalists, we have
to give pride of place so Ear to. “ B” Company, which has
eight rifle marksmen and twelve L.M .G. marksmen. Next
comes H.Q. Company, with six marksmen on the rifle and
nine on the L.M .G. The other companies come far behind,
but they include a high proportion of first-class shots (the
next-best thing to being a marksman) and their results are
not to be sneezed at. Enough of figures. Meanwhile, it is
interesting to note that our cooks are, in general, good
shots, including a couple of marksmen, and that our bands
men, in general, are not. But they are jolly good musicians.
Company catering in style
On these recent range weekends, company cooks and
colour sergeants have taken it in turn to provide a few
home comforts. “C” Company shone at Purfleet by run
ning a profitable canteen, complete with white-coated cook
and bottle washer. L /C p l. Gowland was the cook and Pte.

Whalley, a recent recruit from the cadets, was the bottle
washer. Colour Sergeant Palmer looked after the accounts.
On another range weekend, Colour Sergeant Sayer, of
“ D ” Company, with help from Captain Gregory and Cpl.
Hinkley, provided tasteful salad lunches on disposable
paper trays. One of these days someone will try to dish up
all-in stew again and there will be a revolution. Then the
Battalion and Company cooks will have brought it on
themselves by feeding us so well this year.
Support Weapon D ay at Arpinge
A t the end of July the Battalion put aside its small
arms and practised firing support weapons, including the
rocket launcher and mortars. Once again there were good
reports of the catering. Those attending spent the night
under canvas. Strange that soldiers and some others call
this bivouacking, even though the Oxford English Diction
ary defines a bivouac as a temporary encampment without
tents. Can anyone explain?
News in brief
“D ” Company, at the time of writing, was anxiously
awaiting the final approval of its two latest recruits, who
would bring the Company’s strength to exactly 60 volun
teers. Only H.Q. Company, with its hordes of specialists,
could beat that total. The two new recruits mentioned
above were introduced by Pte. Stanley, who has been in
the T.A. for little more than a month. H e has brought in
four of his friends in that short time. W ell done.
“ C” Company welcomes five recent recruits—Messrs.
Connolly, Manktelow, Reeves, Wells and Woodrow. Re
cruit B. E. Manktelow may be remembered by some
readers as a full corporal in the 1st Battalion between 1955
and 1957. Welcome back.
Cpl. Chipperfield, of “ C ” Company, did two news
worthy things in July. He re-enlisted in the T.A. and he
told us that his wife had presented him with a son on
June 20th. Congratulations on both happy events.
Officer Cadet Metzgen, formerly London University
O.T.C., finally emerged from his chrysalis as a probation
ary 2nd/Lieutenant in July. His commissioning dates
effectively from June 12th. Congratulations.
Congratulations, also, to the following recipients of
the T.A. Efficiency Medal: Sgt. Cheseman, Cpl. Barden
and Cpl. Miller, all of H.Q. Company, and Colour Ser
geant Palmer, “ C” Company.
There have been some promotions in the band of
late. L /C p l. Basey, who plays the clarinet and saxophone,
is now a substantive full corporal. Bandsman Maddison, a
flautist, becomes a lance-corporal. So, also, does Bands
man Russell, noted for his skill on the alto and baritone
saxophones. L /C p l. Stevens, a trombonist, now holds the
provisional rank of corporaL
Finally, it was announced in July that the “casuals”
camp this year will take place between October 17th and
31st at Colchester. This is conveniently near Stanford
Practical Training Area, where the “casuals” will practise
section and platoon tactics.

349

DRESSED TO KILL
. . . C u ttin g T a le s fro m t h e H is to r y o f H a w k e s , th e M ilita ry a n d C ivil T a ilo rs

E st. 1771
T H E G E N E R A L W H O N E A R L Y L O ST H IS H E A D

W a r w as k illin g off Mr. H a w k e s’ first c u sto m ers in 1771. So h e in v en ted th e shako. In
consequence th e g e n e ra l a n d his tro o p s k e p t th e ir heads. In s te a d of b e in g slash ed to
ribbons, th ey collected rib b o n s galore. H aw k es w as h an d so m ely re w a rd e d . . . so m an;cu sto m ers re tu rn e d to se ttle th e ir accounts.
N O H E A D A C H E S F O R T H E F IG H T I N G L O R D

T he cu sto m ers of H a w k e s’ su ccesso rs w ere b ro w n ed off by th e A b y ssin ian cam p aig n .
H aw k es produced, o u t of a h at, a c o rk in g idea, w hich w o rk e d like m ag ic a g a in s t sun.
L ord N ap ier, C om m an d er in A byssinia, su ffered no h ea d a c h e s in h is H a w k e s’ h elm et an d
cap tu re d M ag d ala in 1867.
IN T H E W A R S A G A IN

T h e B ritis h have re g u la rly g one in to b a ttle w ith g lo ry a n d H a w k e s’ u n ifo rm s. E n o u g h
have su rv iv ed to keep th e firm g o in g . . . a n d on v ic to ry p a ra d e s a n d c erem o n ial occasions
th e ir splendid H a w k e s’ u n ifo rm s h a v e alw ays le n t colour to th e occasion.
A P E A C E F U L E N D IN G

As w ell as unifo rm s, H aw k es now c u t city su its a n d c o u n try -w e a r fo r m o re peaceful
p u rs u its . . . a n d m a tc h je t-a g e speed w ith im m ed iate-w ear service. B u t th e r e still re m a in s
th e sam e m ilita ry p recisio n of c u ttin g , th e sam e tra d itio n a l p rid e in a first-class job, an d
th e sam e a ir of style. As h is to ry h as proved, H a w k e s can alw ay s rise to th e occasion in
su itab le style.
S e n d f o r a n illu s tr a te d c a ta lo g u e a n d s u b s c rip tio n a c c o u n t b o o k le t.

HAWKES

of

SAVILE ROW

I SAVILE ROW , LONDON, W .l.

12a LONDON ROAD, CAMBERLEY

R E G e n t 0186, a n d a t

T e l: C a m b e rle y 3829
OPEN

S A T U R D A Y S 9 a .m . - 1 p.m .
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REGIMENTAL
THE QUEEN’S OWN BUFFS,

A SS O C IA TIO N
THE ROYAL KENT REGIMENT

NEWS FROM THE BRANCHES
ASHFORD
H E Chairman opened the meeting by giving a hearty
welcome to Mr. Bill Kinsey from the Brighton Branch.
It was a very pleasant visit indeed. The meeting was well
attended, in spite of the holiday period. Our Assistant Sec
retary, Bill Charlton, was at Eastbourne, no doubt enjoying
the sun.
I t was agreed that a collection be made at our next
meeting. This would be sent to Lt.-Col. Argles, as Secre
tary of S.S.A.F.A., towards purchasing bottles for the Fair
at Tunbridge Wells in November
The final arrangements were made for Remembrance
Sunday on August 9th. Everyone is looking forward to a
good day. It was agreed that £1 be sent to help purchase
some prizes for the raffle on the day.
The meeting was informed, by Mr. A. J. Mills, on the
condition of Mr. Blake, who has had a slight setback in
health. We wish him a speedy recovery.
The raffle draw caused some stir with Mr. Kinsey
winning a prize and, of course, Harold Coleman was in
again.
After the meeting closed the usual games of crib and
darts followed. Our experts, Ossie and Bert, pulled the
game of crib off by beating H. Coleman and Mr. Kinsey,
so the next meeting of this foursome should be something.
G et plenty of practice in, Bill, when you return to the
fold at Brighton.
Best wishes to all.
A.C.M.

T

CANTERBURY
ANY runs have flowed from many bats (if one may
paraphrase a well-known saying) during the recent
spell of summer weather, and it is to be hoped that this
real English summer will continue for a spell, although I
realise, of course, that I risk getting a couple of black eyes
from those ardent gardeners who are always longing for a
“ top-shower” which, incidentally, usually means a few
weeks of rain! However, I must “ cut the cackle and come
to the ’osses.”
The July meeting was held on Friday, the 24th, at
Leros T.A. Centre, by courtesy of the Sergeants’ Mess, 4th
Bn. T.A., when 33 members attended (though I ’ll bet my
bottom dollar that this figure does not tally with the re
cord in our worthy Secretary’s minutes— at least I ’ve never
known it to yet!). I ’m off again, interpolating irrelevant
comment!
The Chairman, Mr. C. G arratt, and Secretary, M r.
Les Pain, were at the head of affairs. Apologies for in
ability to attend were received from Lt.-Col. E. V. Argles
and M r. A. Rye.

M

Minutes of the June meeting were read and accepted.
Details were given with reference to the Service of
Remembrance at Canterbury Cathedral on Sunday, 9th
August, together with the Reunion. Preceding the depart
ure of the parade from Howe Barracks, the presentation
of a new Standard will be made to Brighton Branch. Also,
and perhaps of more interest to this Branch, the award of
the L.S. and G.C. Medal will be made to W .O.I R.S.M.
P. Newman, who has succeeded R.S.M. McMillan in 4th
Bn. T.A. Congratulations to R.S.M. Newman from our
Branch— L.S. and G.C. Medals do not “ come up with the
rations.”
A letter was received from S.S.A.F.A. re a Christmas
market on behalf of funds. Raffle tickets were on sale and
can be purchased at the price of 1 /- each. If any member
would also care to make a donation to this worthy Asso
ciation, it should be given or forwarded to R.S.M. P. New
man, 4th Bn., T.A. Centre, Leros Barracks.
I t was notified that an old Buff, in the person of exSergeant Hunt, 1 /4 Bn., and who resides at Whitstable,
was an invalid, and the Chairman promised to see what
could be done in the matter.
Members were given a list of those holding office in
the Branch, to enable them to make contact should any
m atter arise which required to be resolved. This was the
idea, I believe, of our Secretary, Les Pain, and I think it
is a good one. W ith reference to this, however, may I be
permitted the slightest of moans? As I do not hold
office (?) my name naturally does not appear, but I should
welcome any information which members may have from
time to time: I cannot claim to be a journalistic sleuth!
An item which caused some discussion was the ad
mission of serving personnel to the Branch meetings;
hitherto this has been denied for some reason. I would sum
up the situation briefly, but emphatically, by saying that as
serving personnel below the rank of Sergeant in the 4th
Bn., in whose Sergeants’ Mess our meetings are held, are
members of the Regimental Association, there is, to my
mind, no earthly reason why they should not attend our
meetings. After all, the Association is a club, and should
not be bound by regulations appertaining to the parade
ground. Members present would also appear to adhere to
this view.
The meeting closed at 8.55 p.m.
During Cricket Week at Canterbury, many former
members and those still serving were to be seen— some
rare vintage types, together with others not quite so mature.
At the outset of these notes, I made mention of men
wielding willows; we also have the reverse— willows wield
ing (or should it be welding?) men! ’Scuse, please,
Colonel. Ah well, some people have all the luck, posing for
photographs with beautiful blondes, such as Miss Camay!
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Thanks to the Ladies’ Guild from those members of
our Branch who enjoyed the “mystery tour” to Dymchurch
and on to Folkestone for tea. Afterwards the beauties of
the W eald were unfolded at their best on the way home
through the leafy lanes. Members were even entertained
by an impromptu cabaret in the coach on the homeward
journey.
Best wishes to all.
A. H. BERRY.

Hennessey, Dicky D ay and Hallett. Posted to Piaforce,
Irak, in 1943 and attached to Indian Army. H e was posted
to India in 1944 and took over R .S.M . 34 Corps. Disabled
out in 1946. Joined 507 Kent Coy. R.A.S.C. (T .A .) at St.
Mary’s Bay. Re-enlisted by request on T Type engage
ment and became P .S.I. 507 Kent Coy. R .A .S.C . until
being disabled out for the second time in October, 1960.
F.W .

FOLKESTONE, HYTHE AND DISTRICT

UR usual monthly m eeting was held on Saturday, 18th
O
July, at The W hite Swan, Mr. H. B. Scott in the
Chair. There were 22 members present, which was good

HE July meeting was very well attended at the T.A .
Centre, Shellons Street, on Friday, July 10th. The
Chair was occupied by Col. R. O. Pulverman, who we were
pleased to see back from Spain where he had been basking
in the sun for a couple of weeks. Apologies for absence
were received from Mr. Bryson and Brigadier R. F. Parry.
We are all sorry to hear that Len Bryson is laid up
with his foot, and we all hope he w ill soon be back in our
m idst again. He w ill certainly be missed at Canterbury
this year.
Mrs. Rapley is also in hospital for an operation. We
shall all be pleased to see her back again behind the Bar
with her " cronies,” Mrs. Wickens and Mrs. Button, and
trust that “Pop” w ill cope with all the chores whilst she
is away, which he no doubt w ill, if I know “ Pop.”
It came as a shock to us all to hear of Mr. Piddock’s
great loss of his w ife, who passed away in Folkestone Hos
pital on July 17th. W e all offer our sympathy and con
dolences to him and the fam ily. We were all pleased to
see Mr. E. L ittle back again, from a very long motor tour
with his employer, which covered over 2,000 miles in
Europe. Some people get all the luck!
Our congratulations to Mr. W. Edwards on his
election as Bailiff’s Sergeant to the Lords of Romney
Marsh. A report of his appointment w ill be published at
a later date, and I hope with a photograph. H is regimental
history w ill be found at the end of these notes.
It was proposed by Mr. Simons that each of the ladies
be presented with one of the new badges free of charge for
services rendered behind the scenes. Col. R. O. Pulverman
duly presented one to Mrs. Wickens and one to Mrs. But
ton, and the Secretary was instructed to order one for Mrs.
Rapley when she returns from hospital.
We were very thankful to George Simons who carried
the Standard at the M aidstone Reunion, which was
attended by five members of the Branch.
We are all now looking forward to the Canterbury
Reunion on August 9th.
There being no further business to discuss, the meet
ing closed at 8.30 p.m.

T

814580 W. Edwards
Joined 387 Queen’s Own Yeomanry Bty. R.A. at
Bromley in 1930. Enlisted in Queen’s Own R.W .K. at
Maidstone in January, 1932. Served with 2nd Bn. at
Aldershot and Shom cliffe, 1st Bn. at Shom cliffe, and was
Provost Sergeant with 1st Bn. in France and Dunkirk days.
After Dunkirk was posted to 7th Bn. Queen’s Own as
C.S.M . under Lt.-C ol. (D icky) Bryan with 110 Expedi
tionary Force. Opened up Primary Training Centre at
M ilton Barracks at Gravesend in 1942, with C .S.M .’s Dick

LONDON (BUFFS)

for a holiday month.
M inutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed
and matters arising dealt with.
In the correspondence was one letter from Captain
Ted Buxton, M .M ., who informed us of the recent death
in Glamorgan of ex-C.Q .M .S. Steve Carvell. Many old
2nd Bn. members w ill remember Steve in Portland, Aidershot and Shom cliffe.
Final arrangements were made for the Tower Service
and Canterbury and the meeting closed at 8.40 p.m.
The Branch assembled in good strength, 34 to be
precise, for the Branch Annual Remembrance Service and
Book of Life Ceremony at the Tower of London on Sun
day, 26th July.
A very impressive service at which a stirring address
was delivered by Rev. M ichael, S.C .F.
The parade was inspected afterwards by our Presi
dent, Brigadier E. Foster H all, M .C.
The 1st Bn. The Loyal Regiment, who are currently
sharing public duties with the Grenadier and Coldstream
Guards, very kindly sent a Bugler to sound Last Post and
Reveille during the Act of Remembrance.
Our usual visitors, whom we were very pleased to see,
turned up, from Brighton Major and Mrs. Robertson, Bill
and M ollie Kinsey and B ill Peacock; Mr. and Mrs. Cole
man from Ashford; Capt. Timber Woodcock from Can
terbury; and one member from Sandwich, whose name I
regret to say escapes me, but we were very glad to see you,
sir.
Captain and Mrs. Buxton were down from Norfolk
and Bill Langdon was up from Eastleigh. Many people
remarked to me on the smartness of our Standard Bearer
(M r. F. W . H aslett) and on his handling of the Standard
during the National Anthem. He must surely win the com
petition one day after so many near misses.
Sunday, 9th August, saw the Branch out in force
again for the Annual Remembrance D ay at Canterbury.
W e were over 50 strong, which included non
marchers and those who had to travel by some means of
transport other than the Branch coach.
Everyone expressed their appreciation of the hard
work put in by the staff at R.H.Q. and the Territorial Bat
talions for our reception and comfort during the day, and
I heard many words of praise on the excellent perform
ances by the Band and Drums of the 4th and 5th Bns. in
their respective roles.
It was an excellent day out. W e arrived back in Lon
don at 10 p.m. and are looking forward to the same
day next year.
DAN.
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PEDLAR •
SLOE G I N
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JAMES HAWKER & CO.. LTD.
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THE LIQ U E U R Y O U PREFER T O BE OFFERED

DUFF GORDON

SOUTH AFRICAN WINES

A

s m c iD

The luxury you can afford
fo r every occasion
R tO

A M O N T IL L A D O S H E R R Y

V>l

CONW AY W ILLIAM S
THE M A Y F A IR

T A ILO R

48 BRO O K STREET. M A Y F A IR ,

L O N D O N , W .l

(O p p o s ite C la rid g e ’s H o te l)
AND

39 L O N D O N

ROAD,

CAMBERLEY

Morning and Evening W ear, C ourt and Military Dress for all occasions
Hunting, Sports and Lounge Kits
ALL CLO TH S CUT BY E X P E R T
IN

W EST END

C U T T E R S A N D M A D E E X C L U S IV E L Y B Y H A N D

O U R M A Y F A IR W O R K S H O P S B Y T H E B E S T E N G L IS H T A IL O R S

REGIMENTAL TAILORS TO THE QUEEN'S O W N

BUFFS

THE ROYAL KENT REGIMENT
T e le p h o n e s :

T e le g ra m s :

M A Y F A IR 0945 — C A M B E R L E Y 498

“ M IL IT A IL A W E S D O . L O N D O N ”
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LONDON (QUEEN’S OWN)
is again my pleasure to record the fact that the Darts
Cup has again been won by this Branch, making our
second win in three attempts. It is regretted that the con
ditions for the final were such that our opponents saw fit
to make a protest, this being backed up by the Regimental
Secretary, and agreed by us.
In fairness to all concerned, the conditions under
which we won our previous final were not so vastly differ
ent, and perhaps new rules and conditions governing the
whole competition will be evolved at the next A.G.M . For
the branch, we congratulate very heartily John Newton and
his merry men on their effort, and commiserate with
Ramsgate on their gallant loss.
We have sent an invitation to our neighbours, The
London Branch, The Buffs, to come along and join us in
October, at our meeting of the 28th, and are hopeful of
their acceptance. This date would appear to be the most
appropriate, as, I understand, they have a dinner in
November, and the December date is always very much
our own family affair.
Our last meeting was much better attended than any
July one for several years, and falling on the Bank Holi
day weekend, I expected only a few members. We were
able to discuss quite a lengthy agenda, and able to recom
mend several of our members, not so well endowed with
worldly goods, for a small pension, which is granted from
time to time from Regimental funds. Appeals on behalf of
S.S.A.F.A. were also met, and this despite the absence,
doubtless on holiday, of our Treasurer, Percy Hallett.
I t was most pleasant to see our two oldest members
on parade, as Tom Sweetman and A rthur Edwards had
both made the trip. The former was in possession of all
his O.C.A. and P.A.P.A. membership cards and ready to
challenge all comers. As it happened, I was able to point
to M ajor R. R. Brown’s name on the oldest card to Tom,
and he was quite happy.
W riting of R. R. Brown reminds me that he has
given me the name of a very old ex-member of the Regi
ment now in Canada, and I have despatched to that gentle
man, and will continue to so do in the future, our Quarterly
News Letter. Ted Ballard, an ex-chairman of the Branch,
knew all about the history of Major Brown and even re
membered the time he took over the duties of Musketry
Instructor.
There were no Chelsea Pensioners on parade, so I
expect they were all on end of term holiday, and had gone
to their country residences! We had news last month of
Colonel A rthur M erlott-Chitty, known to most of us as
A. A. E. Chitty, and Ronnie Mines was able to tell us, the
“ Tree Chopping Major of St. Thomas M ount ” was get
ting back to form. Nobody of B Coy. in 1928 will forget
this officer’s efforts to keep the troops fit, by carving down
forests close to the detachment’s barracks near Madras. It
was all great fun, except for the troops, of course, but it
did keep them occupied.
A sub-committee was formed to fix details for the
“do” in October. There was news of Bob Wilks, to whom
I managed to pay a visit, and through these columns I hope
all our invalids will accept the good wishes of the Branch.
We closed down at 9.30 p.m. T he Branch sends Busty Can-

F

nacott’s younger daughter, Celia, much good wishes on her
marriage at the end of August. Busty spent well over thirty
years in the service, married Joyce Lloyd, a Corporal in
the A .T.S. as they then were, during the war, so his family
is very much a Service one. Busty continues to do sterling
work for the branch with our News Letter, and we are
very proud of him and his family.
More next month.
T H E SPID ER.

MAIDSTONE
T Y E S P IT E all the previous rumours, we have once again
held our Reunion at Maidstone this year and the
numbers attending did seem to me an increase on last year.
Our only regret is that Lt.-Col. Grove was unable to put
on his ambitious afternoon show on the Back Field owing
to lack of funds. I t appears that no one wanted to do shows
just for recruiting. However, Branches were warned about
this at the A.G.M. by the Regimental Secretary. O ur sym
pathy goes to Lt.-Col. Grove and his assistant, Charlie
Hendrick, for the many frustrations they had to contend
with on all the arrangements they tried to organise. Even
the coconut shy had to be collected from Gillingham late
on Saturday evening prior to the Sunday of the Reunion!
However, at our last meeting it was agreed that the
Church Service, including the dedication of our Standard,
went very well and that the Band of the 4 /5 th Queen’s
Own (T .A .) played very well. Our congratulations also on
the very fine performance put up by the Band of The
Buffs, T.A., on their marching to and from the Church,
and also for their playing on the Back Field in the after
noon. Conducted, by the way, in his own inimitable style,
by ex-Band Sergeant Bobby Driscoll, of the Queen’s Own.
Ex-members of the old 1st Bn. Band seemed to be
drawn from far and wide to listen to “ Bob’s Band.” The
only instrument that seemed to be absent was the trumpet
as far as I could see. T here were Lofty Lofts, Jim Piggott,
Alf Meadows, Alf Pratt, Jim Sergison, “ Bass” Chalmers
and several others whose names I cannot recall.
The Standard Bearers’ Competition was won by the
Maidstone Branch, and our congratulations to John W at
son for a very fine performance. We would, however, have
liked to see more of the Branches taking part.
The new Shooting Cup comes to Maidstone, but we
cannot really crow over this, as we had no competition
from any of the Branches present. Surely all eyes are not
getting dim with age or hands shaking with ague! This
competition used to be one of the highlights only a few
years ago — surely the spirit of competition between
Branches is not dead? However, just for the record, our
team score was 307, T im Haley scoring 80, Jerry Heyfron
63, Sgt. Potts 73 and “ Snake-eye” 91. Major Bert Blake
presented the team prizes on behalf of the Regimental
Association at our last meeting.
Wally Sedge and Bill Ladell must be thanked for
their effort with the coconut shy—the only sideshow on
the Back Field. It is regretted that a large profit was not
made, in fact the takings just about paid for the hire. Any
how, the fact that it did go up averted a loss. It appears
that owing to the good throwing of competitors— or was
the distance too short?— it did not take long for the dis-
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appearance of all the nuts. But it was a pity that there
were not any other sideshows.
Our thanks, also, to M axie Maxlow and helpers of
the Maidstone Branch, who carried out their duties as
sidesmen at All Saints’ Church and for the very subtle
way in which M axie imparted the instructions for the
dedication to our Standard Bearer.
On the whole, the Maidstone Branch thought that the
Reunion went down very well with the exception that they
would have liked to have seen a Beating of Retreat on the
Square.
In my last month’s correspondence, I reported on the
welfare of David Cackett. I am now pleased to say that
the electric typewriter has been presented to him by the
Maidstone Residents’ Association. However, I have heard
that since then he has had to return to hospital for further
treatment.
Our individual Darts and Crib competition is now
well on the way, and we hope to stage the finals at our
September meeting.
Our regards to one and all.
JIM W ELLS.

RAMSGATE
AV IN G received the July copy of “Invicta” minus
our Branch N otes, I gather they did not arrive in
tim e, but as they left me in sufficient tim e, I offer no
apology.
To get this month’s notes in, as always at this time
of the year, is a little bit of a rush, so I’m hoping these will
arrive in time.
As I reported last month, we were drawn to meet
London (Queen’s Own) Branch in the darts final, and thev
had asked us to play at M aidstone on Sunday, July 5th, &
the Reunion, to save them journeying again the following
Saturday for the final. To this we agreed, at the expense
of losing quite a number of our supporters, and the team
and few supporters were transported by members’ cars.
I’m sorry to say that the conditions under which the
final was played were far from what one would expect, and
there w ill be no question of such an event being repeated
in future. We are not blaming the conditions because w^
lost by three straight games to London. They were the
better team and they won, but I think they agree with us
about the conditions.
The Branch meeting was very well attended on Fri
day, July 17th, and it was very nice to have Jack Johnson
with us again.
Doug Fuller gave his account of the sick members,
and was asked by the Chairman to convey to them our
best wishes.
The members detailed by Ben to help him with the
Entertainment on Remembrance Sunday all agreed to
assist, and it is hoped that we may have a very enjoyable
day. N o doubt the Editor may be able to let us know by
a Stop Press in this issue whether or not it was a success.
I’m a little out of touch with the Branch since the
meeting, having to be away at Bisley and Annual Camp,
so I haven’t more news this tim e. So with best wishes to
all Buffs everywhere, I’m signing “ out.”
BEN.

H

SANDWICH
HE monthly general m eeting was held at the D rill Hall
on Tuesday, 7th July, at 8 p.m. Sixteen members
were present. In the unavoidable absence of our Chairman,
Mr. A. Ledner, and Vice-Chairman, Mr. A. E. Beecham,
Mr. R. Field was elected to take the chair for the meeting.
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Apologies were received from our Chairman, from
Mr. F. J. Jokob and from our Vice-Chairman, who re
gretted his inability to attend owing to his wife having a
sudden relapse and having to return to Canterbury Hos
pital for treatment. We wish her a speedy recovery.
Mr. R. Field reported on the Maidstone Reunion, at
which he was present with the Branch Standard. The Hon.
Secretary reported on the visit to our H.Q. by the M ed
way Branch, when we had a most enjoyable evening. We
should liked to have seen a few more of our own members
present, but it was a terrible night and maybe we can
excuse some of them who have to travel by bus.
Thanks were expressed to the donors of prizes for
the raffle and to the M isses G. and K. Fields for making
and supplying the refreshments.
Further details for the August Reunion were dis
cussed and it was agreed to book the coach to leave Sand
wich at 10 a.m. and return from the D epot at 5.30 p.m.

PURCELL
(MAIDSTONE)

Ltd.
APPOINTED AND APPROVED
TAILORS AND OUTFITTERS
to th e

QUEEN'S O W N BUFFS
THE ROYAL KENT REGIMENT
and Approved Tailors to the
H O M E COUNTIES BRIGADE
Stockists of the approved pattern Shirts, Regimental
and Golf Ties, Blazer Badges, etc.
Civil a n d M ilita ry R e q u ire m e n ts
fo rw a rd e d u pon re q u e st

12 MIDDLE ROW
MAIDSTONE
Phone - 3575
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TO NBRIDG E AND TU N BR ID G E W ELLS

T h e tw o B o e r W a r v e te r a n s r e f e r r e d t o in t h e T o n b rid g e a n d T u n b rid g e W ells
B r a n c h n o te s o n t h is p a g e . L e f t, M r. A r t h u r C h a p m a n ; r ig h t, M r. E r n e s t A d a m s.
P h o to : “ K e n t a n d S u s se x C o u rie r.”

HIS month the Branch can be justly proud of its claim
that it has members who keep in touch from distant
parts of the Commonwealth. I refer to Mr. Ernest Adams,
ex-Corporal of 1st Bn. The Queen’s Own Royal West
Kent Regiment, who, with Mr. Arthur Chapman, of Tonbridge, then Private Chapman, marched out of the Bar
racks at Maidstone side-by-side some 64 years ago with
other volunteers from the 1st Vol. Bn. (afterwards 4th
Bn.) en route for the South African War.
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Cpl. Adams, who is 84, came to England on a visit,
his second in 60 years, and met his old chum Arthur Chap
man, who is 82, for the first time for 62 years! What a
meeting! Both veterans attended the annual Reunion at
Maidstone on 5th July, paraded with the 4th Bn. and
other members of the Branch and marched out of those
same gates on the way to church, 64 years after having
marched out on the way to the South African War, a very
stirring moment for both of them and also for the Branch.
Mr. Arthur Chapman came back to England after the
South African War, re-enlisted into the 4th Bn., became
the Pioneer Sergeant and served with the Battalion through
the First World War. His son carried on where his father
left off, and at the outbreak of the Second World War
was W .O.III of the Pioneer Platoon of the 4th Bn. and
won the D.C.M. at Oudenarde in May, 1940.
The Branch first re-established contact with Mr.
Adams, who lives in Cape Town, through correspondence
with Mr. Arthur Chapman, and in December, 1958, our
Chairman, Major N. S. C. Elmslie, wrote to Mr. Adams
asking him to become an honorary member of the Branch.

Shortly afterwards, Major Elmslie received a letter from
Mr. Adams saying he would indeed be honoured to become
an honorary member, and he has kept in touch ever since.
The Branch is very proud of its veterans and wish them
many more happy years. A photograph of them, taken at
the Maidstone Reunion, appears on this page.
The Branch was also very pleased indeed to see the
return of another veteran to its activities, ex-C.S.M. Tom
Latter-S tap ley, who, owing to the illness of his wife, has
not been able to attend for some months. We are glad to
have him back in circulation again and to know that his
wife’s health has much improved. Keep coming, Tom, and
no slacking!
Again thanks to the efforts of our Hon. Secretary,
Mr. Fred Jezard, the Branch had a very pleasant and
successful trip to London and the Royal Tournament on
Saturday, 18th July. This trip is now so popular that it
requires two coaches to move the Branch to this annual
event. Thanks a lot, Fred, and all who helped.
Our usual scribe, Mr. Harold Allcorn, is now away on
holiday, so I have been “clobbered” (I think that is the
modem word) with the task of writing these notes. I don’t
know who signed his leave pass and allowed him to desert
his post at such an important time as this. These young
recruits get away with murder! Never mind, Harold, no
hard feelings, and have a good holiday; but do hurry back,
because I don’t want this job for long!
We look forward to seeing many of our contem
poraries in The Buffs at the annual Remembrance Service
at Canterbury on 9th August.
“ IM W IT H IT .”
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11th BN . TH E QUEEN’S OWN
A ST month we expressed our pleasure at seeing Les
Eves so fit and smiling at the Maidstone Reunion and
hoped that his intake there would not upset his pet ulcers.
And it didn’t. But what has done is the odour of paint
emanating from the re-decorations going on at his estab
lishment and we regret to say that he is “ hors de combat ”
once again, but still writing in cheerful tone and deter
mined to be fit for the Dinner.

L

Another letter in happy vein comes from Upton
Lovell, where Stan Gurney is once more able to get around
in his car and give the Estate he has worked so successfully
for so many years the once-over with his discerning eye.
Nor did he fail to enclose his sub., and a substantial one at
that.
Sadder news, however, comes from Forest Hill. After
46 years of happy married fife, Reg M altby has lost Hester.
Such a fine devoted wife and mother, too. Naturally, it has
left Reg distraught, and we all join in offering him and his

four daughters our profound condolences. Throughout the
long life of the Association, there has been no more
staunch and generous supporter than the ever-present Reg
Maltby.
The TV the last few days has not let us forget that
half a century ago a lot of us enthusiastic young folk started
queuing to join up, fearful that it would be all over before
we got out there to have a go at the “ Hideous Hun.” Little
did we know! I wonder, should we have done it had we
known? On reflection, knowing those war-time colleagues
of mine, and, I hope, knowing myself, to some extent, I
feel sure that we should not have done differently. The
fact that, in spite of the passage of time and of the socalled “ progress” that has taken place since, we are still
a virile, if tiny, Association, a real bunch of friends; which
seems to prove my point.
M y apologies for writing in the first person singular,
but blame nostalgia for it.
R.O.R.
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THE REGIMENTAL ASSOCIATION
The Queen's Own Buffs, The Royal Kent Regiment
BRANCHES
Chairman
Branch
Ashford ...................... Mr. G. Skinner ......

S6C2*6t&ry

Brighton

Mr. A. C. Mills, 20 W aterm an House, Godfrey
W alk, Ashford, Kent.
.................. Maj. R. J.
Mr. W. Kinsey, 44 Rotherfield Crescent,
R obertson
Brighton.

Bromley

.................. Mr. R. F . W ilk s .....

Canterbury ..............

Mr. H. W oolnough, 6 Holligrave Road, Brom
ley.
Mr. E. G a rrett ....... Mr. L. A. Pain, 13 Hollow Lane, Canterbury.

Catford & District . Mr. R. J . Pinder ... Mr. S. R. Young, 23 A shbum ham Place,
London, S.E.10.
Chatham .................. Mr. S. L. Thompson Mr. H. D. W ilkins, M.B.E., H are and Hounds,
340 High Street, Rochester.
Denmark .................. Mr. B ent M orbech .. Mr. Ove Maltesen, Ribegade 6, Copenhagen 0.
South-East Dorset .. Mr. F . W . MacLaren Mr. G. Saunders, 40 Links Road, W estham ,
W eymouth.
Dover .........................

Mr. G. Bowcock .... Mr. R. G. Smith, 27 Mayfield Avenue, Dover.

Folkestone, Hythe & Brig. R. F . P arry, Mr. F . J . W ickens, Glenside, School Road,
District
M.C.;
Acrise, Folkestone.
Col. R. O. Pulverman, O.B.E.
Gravesend ................. Mr. A. H adden ....... Mr. W. T. Nichols, 9 The Bungalows, Cross
Lane W est, Gravesend, Kent.
Herne Bay .............. Mr. M. C a d o r .......... Mr. A. Trice, 23 Queen’s Gardens, H erne Bay.
London (The Buffs) Mr. H. J . Scott ....... M ajor H. V. Duffy, M.C., 81-102 Albion Gate,
Baysw ater Road, London, W.2.
Maj. C. W . Bruce .. M ajor C. K. Kemp, 97 Gipsy Lane, W okingham,
London (Queen’s
Berkshire.
Own)
Medway ....................

Mr. F . J . Cox ....... Mr. H. A. J . Brand, 83 Deice Road, Rochester.

Margate ....................

Maj. W. T. Jarm an Maj. R. P . W right, 5 Buffs (T.A.), Victoria

Mr. J . Wells, 24 Brenchley Road, Maidstone.
Maidstone .................. Mr. J . A. L.
Sergison
Ramsgate .................. Mr. E. Castle .......... Mr. H. H. K night, 42 St. David’s Road, Ram sSandwich .................. Mr. A. Ledner ........ Mr. H. Taylor, 19 Paradise Row, Sandwich.
Sevenoaks ................. Mr. T. S. Bowyer .. Correspondence to Chairman a t The Cottage,
Badgers Mount, Sevenoaks.
Sittingbourne .......... Col. D. J . D e a n , Mr. F . Jackson, 129 Shortlands Road, Sitting
V.C., O.B.E., T.D.,
bourne.
D.L., J.P .
Mr. F . Jezard, 2 Milton Gardens, Tonbridge.
Tonbridge &
Maj. N. S. C.
Elmslie
Tunbridge Wells
Mr. D. H. Day, 3 Pittlesden, Tenterden.
Weald ........................ Lt.-Col. J . E.
Clarke, M.B.E.

Meeting D ates and Places
F irst S aturday in each m onth, Drill Hall, New
tow n Road, 7 p.m.
Second Saturday in each month, R .E. Record
Social Club, The College, Ditching Road,
Brighton, 7.30 p.m.
L ast S aturday in each m onth. U nited Service
Club, Bromley, 8 p.m.
F o u rth Friday in each month, L eros T.A.
Centre, Sturrjr Road, 8 p.m.
Second Friday in each month, The Prince of
W ales, P e rry Rise, F o re st Hill, S.E.23.
F irst M onday in each month, The H are and
Hounds. 340 High S treet, R ochester (Phone
Chatham 4-3878), 7.30 p.m.
F irst Tuesday in m onths October-May, R es
ta u ra n t Josty, Pille Alle 14a, Copenhagen.
L ast T hursday in March, June, September,
December, W yke Hotel, W yke Regis, W ey
mouth, 8 p.m.
F irst T hursday in each month, Drill Hall,
Liverpool Street, 7.46 p.m.
Second F rid ay in each month, Drill Hall,
Shellon Street, Folkestone, 7.45 p.m.
L ast F rid ay in each m onth Term inus Hotel,
S tu a rt Road, Gravesend, 8 p.m.
Second Tuesday in each month, B ritish Legion
Club, May Lodge, 8 p.m.
Third S aturday in each month. The W hite
Swan, Vauxhall Bridge Road, London, S.W .l,
7.30 p.m.
L ast F riday in each m onth, The Cranbourn, 1
U pper Street, St. M artin’s Lane, Leicester
Square, W.C.2.
Third S aturday in each month, B ritish Legion
Club, Southill Barracks, Chatham, 7.30 p.m.
F irst W ednesday before second T hursday in
each m onth, Drill Hall, Victoria Road, 8 p.m.
Third Tuesday in each m onth. The Flow er P o t
Inn, Sandling Road, Maidstone, 7.45 p.m.
Third F rid ay in each month, Drill Hall, Ram s
gate, 8 p.m.
F irst Tuesday in each month, Drill Hall, 8 p.m.
L ast T hursday in each month, Drill Hall,
Argyle Road. Sevenoaks, 8 p.m.
F irst F rid ay in each month, Drill Hall, Crown
Quay Lane, 7.30 p.m.
Third T hursday of each month. T.A. Centre,
Avebury Avenue, Tonbridge.
H aw khurst Sub-Area. T hird T hursday in each
month, B ritish Legion House, H aw khurst,
7.45 p.m.

THE FOLLOWING ARE AFFILIATED TO THE ASSOCIATION
BUFFS
1/4 Battalion ..........

Maj. G. M.
Lt.-Col. H. L. Cremer, M.B.E., D.L., Ham pton
K ingsford
Gay, New Dover Road, Canterbury.
6th (S) Battalion ... Mr. A. E. G rant ... Mr. R. W. Billings, 14 H ornfair Road, Charlton,
S.E.7.
QUEEN’S OWN
Mr. E. Davies, 15 W idmere Road, Bromley.
6th Battalion .......... Lt.-Col. G. K.
D efrates, D.S.O.,
M.C.
7th Battalion .......... Maj. E. Goodman ... Mr. T. Shepherd, 492 Downham W ay, Bromley,
Kent.
Sth Battalion ..........
10th Battalion..........
11th Battalion.......... Maj. B. Bergl .......... Mr. L. W. Dawson, 19 Chestnut Drive, H erne
Bay.
Mr. F . Sales, 16 K idbrook Grove, Blackheath,
20th (London) ....... Col. D. J .
McLelland, T.D.
S.E.3.

Annual Dinner—last Saturday in October.
Annual Dinner in October as notified in Invicta.
Reunion D inner first Saturday in October.
Reunions annually in March or April, as noti
fied in P ress and Invicta.
Annual D inner as notified in Invicta.
Annual D inner as notified in Invicta.
Meeting second T hursday in each
N apier House, Grove P a rk , S.E.12.

month,

LADIES’ GUILDS
Canterbury ..............
Dover .........................
Folkestone ...............

Mrs. E. V. Argles .. Mrs. Daniels, 1 New Street, Wincheap, Can
terbury.
Mrs. J . Crookenden, Mrs. D. A. Johncock, 166 Heathfield Avenue,
Dover.
J.P .
Mrs. Coote .............. Mrs. K ay Mantell, 17 W ood Avenue, Folkestone.

London ...................... Mrs. E . F o ste r Hall Mrs. M. J . Dalgleish, Woodville, Highwood
Hill, London, N.W.7.
Mrs. K ing H olt ....... Mrs. W. T. Brooker, 67 Malvern Road, Gilling
ham. Kent.
Ramsgate .................. Mrs. Johncock ........ Miss D. Bishop, 19 W oodnesborough Road,
Sandwich, Kent.
Sittingbourne .......... Mrs. M. E. Dean ... Mrs. I. N airns, 13 W est Lane, Sittingbourne.
Medway ....................

F irst T hursday in each month, Leros T.A.
Centre, S turry Road, 3 p.m.
F irst Thursday in each month, Drill Hall,
Liverpool Street, Dover, 3 p.m.
Every other W ednesday, Drill Hall, Shellons
Street, Folkestone, 3.30 p.m.
F irst Saturday in each month. The W hite
Swan, Vauxhall Bridge Road, W estm inster,
S.W .l, 6.30 p.m.
F o u rth Tuesday in each month. F o resters' Hall,
K ing Street, Gillingham, 2.30 p.m.
F irst Friday in each m onth, Drill Hall. W ilsons
Road, 7.30 p.m.
T hird W ednesday in each month, Drill Hall,
Crown Quay Lane. Sittingbourne, 6.45 p.m.

P rin te d

by

th e K e n tis h G azette, 9 St. G eorge’s P lace,
C a n te rb u ry .

H o n o ra ry E d ito r, In v ic ta , O ld I n f a n tr y B a rra c k s , C a n te rb u ry
A d v e rtis in g A g e n ts: S e rv ice N e w sp ap e rs L td., 67/68 Je rm y n
S tre e t, St. J a m e s ’s, L ondon S.W .I.
W h ite h a ll 2504
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THE QUEEN’S OWN BUFFS, THE ROYAL KENT REGIMENT (3rd, 50th & 97th)
Blenheim
Ramillies
Oudenarde
Malplaquet
Dettingen
Guadeloupe, 1759
Belleisle
Vlmiera
Corunna
Douro
Talavera
Albuhera
Almaraz
Vtttoria
Pyrenees
Nlvelle
Nive
Orthes
Toulouse

The White Horse of Gent with motto “Invicta”
South Africa, 1900-02
Hons
Aisne, 1914
Ypres, 1914. 15, 17, 18
H ill 60
Loos
Somme, 1916, 18
Arras, 1917,18
Vimy, 1917
Amiens
Hindenburg Line
Italy. 1917-18
Struma
Gallipoli, 1915
Gaza
Jerusalem
Defence of Kut al Amara
Baghdad
Sharqat

Peninsula
Punniar
Moodkee
Ferozeshah
Aliwal
Sobraon
Alma
Inkerman
Sevastopol
Lucknow
Taku Forts
New Zealand
South Africa, 1879
Egypt, 1882
Nile, 1884-85
Chitral
R elief of Kimberley
Faardeberg

Afghanistan, 1919
North-West Europe, 1940
Alem Hamza
El Alamein
Robaa Valley
Hedjez Plain
Oenturipe
Sicily, 1943
Trigno
Sangro
Anzio
Gassino
Trasimene lin e
Argenta Gap
Leros
Malta. 1940-42
Defence of Kohlma
Shwell

Colonel-ln-Chief: H is Majesty King Frederik IX, K.G., King of Denmark
Colonel of the Regiment: H.R.H. Princess Marina, Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Dqputy Colonel of the Regiment: Major-General D. E. B. Talbot, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C.
ALLIED REGIMENTS OF THE CANADIAN ARMY
The Queen’s Own Rifles of Canada—Colonel-in-Chlef: H.R.H. Princess Alexandra, The Hon. Mrs. Angus Ogilvy, G.C.V.O.
The Royal New Brunswick Regiment (Carleton and York)—Colonel-ln-Chief: KM. The Queen
The Essex and Kent Scottish—Colonel-in-Chlef: H.R.II. Princsss Marina, Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
ALLIED REGIMENT OF THE NEW ZEALAND MILITARY FORCES
2nd Battalion The Royal New Zealand Infantry Regiment (Canterbury, Nelson, Marlborough and W est Coast)
Colonel-ln-Chief: HJMC. The Queen
REGULAR AND TERRITORIAL BATTALIONS
1st Battalion—Georgetown, British Guiana.
Postal Address: British Forces Post Office, 9
4th Battalion The Buffs (T.A.)—Canterbury
5th Battalion The Buffs (T.A.)—Broadstalrs
4tli/5th Battalion The Queen’s Own Royal W est Kent Regiment (T.A.)—Tonbridge
UNITS OF THE CADET FORCE AFFILIATED
1st A.C.F. Battalion The Buffs—Canterbury
2nd A.C.F. Battalion The Buffs—Folkestone
1st A.C.F. Battalion The Queen’s Own Royal W est Kent Regiment—Sidcup
2nd A.C.F. Battalion The Queen’s Own Royal W est Kent Regiment—Tunbridge Wells
REGIMENTAL HEADQUARTERS—OLD INFANTRY BARRACKS, CANTERBURY, KENT
Regimental Secretary: Colonel H. R. Grace, O.B.E., D.L., JJP.
Tele. No.: Canterbury 65281, Extension 61
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The Editor’s Column

EDITOR'S ANNOUNCEMENTS

HE three-hundredth anniversary of the forma
tion of the Royal Marines is being celebrated
this year and the occasion has rightly been accorded a
good deal o f publicity in recent weeks. An article con
cerning the Regiment’s participation in, and attendance at
the various celebrations which the Corps has held appears
in this issue and readers w ill note with pleasure the refer
ence to the Regiment which Her M ajesty The Queen was
graciously pleased to make in her address at the Royal
Review, in the garden of Buckingham Palace on 23rd July.
A short explanatory note regarding the Regimental
Christmas card position w ill be found on another page
and, as promised last month, there is also a statement by
the Deputy Colonel on the financial affairs of the Journal.
The Editor can only re-knot his fingers and hope that,
come January next year, the number of his loyal sup
porters w ill not have too greatly diminished.
The second, and concluding, part of Capt. N iel
Pearce’s Canadian Liaison Report can be found elsewhere
and makes as interesting reading as did the first part
which appeared last month. The sands of the author’s
tim e in Canada are beginning to run out and it is antici
pated that by February or March next year he w ill have
been succeeded in his exchange appointment by Capt.
Hamlyn W hitty. The latter is at present “doing tim e”—
six months to be exact—in Cyprus, and from him have
come some really fascinating letters about the present
situation in that troubled island, the publication of which
in these pages could only, alas, have led to a Diplom atic
Incident Mark One.
The visit to Canterbury o f the Australian touring
team for their match against the County at the end of last
month brought enormous crowds to the St. Lawrence
Ground on what proved to be some of the hottest days
of the whole year. The visitors, entertained as usual in the
Regimental T ent after close of play on the second day,
seemed thoroughly to enjoy the heat, though to everyone’s
astonishment it was noticed that that great all-rounder
Norman O’N eill fielded all day long in a sweater, with
the thermometer reading in the low nineties!
Finally, and although by the tim e this issue is in
front of readers the news w ill be slightly stale, it is cer
tainly worth recording that, in celebration of the 50th
Anniversary of the M obilisation of the Territorial Army,
the Regimental Association o f the 20th (County of Lon
don) Battalion, The London Regiment (Blackheath and
W oolwich) held a Service and Luncheon in the grounds
of H olly H edge House, Blackheath, on 4th August.
Thirty-four survivors of the Battalion, which marched
out of H olly Hedge House on 4th August, 1914, were
present at the celebrations which were most successful and
greatly enjoyed by all. Blessed by a beautiful sunny day,
a short but m oving Service and an excellent Luncheon,
the efforts of the Committee, under the Chairmanship of
Col. D . J. M cLelland, T .D ., were w ell rewarded. It is
really remarkable that, after the hazards of two great
wars and the passage of 50 years, so large a number could
still be assembled, to remember and to celebrate. There
was much to remember and much cause for pride.

RS. NOEL W H ITTY , in a recent letter to the Deputy
Colonel acknowledging a copy of this year’s Order of
Service in A ll Saints’ Parish Church, M aidstone, says that
she hopes to be home for a short time next year.
EMBERS of the Regiment in general, and of 5 Buffs
(T .A .) in particular, w ill be glad to hear that an ex
tension of two years in his tenure of appointment of Hon
orary Colonel of 5 Buffs (T .A .) has recently been
approved for the Lord Lieutenant, Colonel The Rt. Hon.
The Lord Cornwallis.
VACANCY exists at the Defence N .B.C . School at
Winterbourne Gunner, W ilts., for a Civilian Officers’
M ess Steward. The other Officers’ M ess Staff consists of
a Civilian Steward, a number of R.A.F. cooks and stewards
plus some civilian orderlies. The post carries a basic weekly
wage of £ 1 0 /1 5 /-. Hours are 42 weekly, over 5 | days.
Occasional overtime is necessary, but rarely more fre
quently than once a month, and usually in connection with
M ess functions such as Dinner Nights. Duties include over
seeing the practical side of operating an Officers’ M ess and
do N O T include cash accounting in any way. Furnished
accommodation can be provided for a single man, on pay
ment of 14/3d. a week; this includes use of light, water,
etc. This post would suit a W .O. or senior N.C.O . leaving
the Army on pension, and applicants should write direct to
the Commandant of the School.
HE collections at the M aidstone Remembrance Service
on 5th July and the Annual Service of Remembrance
at Canterbury on 9th August amounted to £20 and
£ 6 8 /1 4 /6 respectively. These amounts have been credited
to The Queen’s Own Buffs’ Benevolent Fund.

T
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VERY warm
subscribers.

welcome

Mr. J. H. Le Tissier,
Jaclyn,
Galaad,
Grandes Rocques,
Castel, Guernsey.
Lt.-C ol. T. E. Sampson,
Pembroke Manor,
Blackboys,
Uckfield,
Sussex.
Mr. Lawrence J. Phillips,
35 Kingston Avenue,
Seacombe Gardens,
South Australia.

to

the

following

new

Major J. M . S. W.
Trumper, E.R .D .,
15 High Street,
Wingham,
Canterbury,
Kent.
W .O .II A. Colyer,
B Coy.,
4 /5 Royal Sussex (T .A .),
T .A . Centre,
Horsham, Sussex.

HTHE following Officers are expected to do the following
-*■ things on or about the following dates:—
Major B. G . J. French to Army Apprentices School,
Carlisle, in September, 1964.
Major W. C. D . Crumplin to Joint Warfare Staff
M .O .D . in January, 1965.
Major A . D . Peckham, M .B.E., to Home Counties
Brigade D epot in December, 1964.
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R A TU LA TIO N S to Lieut. J. R. P. Strang, B.A.,
COonN Gpassing
his promotion examination (Lieutenant to

TH E FINANCIAL
PO SITIO N O F INVICTA

Captain).
r p H E following changes of address have been notified:—
Mrs. K. Mantell
(Hon. Secretary,
Folkestone Ladies’ Guild),
17 Wood Avenue,
Folkestone, Kent.
G. Stremes, Esq.,
26 Ellen Street,
Spring Valley,
Rockland County,
New York.
M ajor (QM) S. Stephens,
Sheffield University O.T.C.
Tapton Elms,
Taptonville Road,
Sheffield 10.
Captain R. H. Whitty,
H . Q., U .N .F.I.C.Y .P.,
B.F.P.O. 667.
Maj. P. R. Goddin, M.B.E.,
5 “ Rutona,”
Museum Street,
Port Elizabeth,
S. Africa.

Captain S. M. Boucher,
2 /6 th Q.E.O. Gurkha
Rifles,
Seria,
British Forces Post Office
605.
Captain J. N . Bax,
5 Castle Lane,
Portora,
Enniskilling,
N. Ireland.
M ajor A. D. Peckham,
M.B.E.,
Hoades Court,
Sturry,
Canterbury,
Kent.
Major J. M. S. W.
Trumper, E.R.D.,
15 High Street,
Wingham,
Canterbury,
Kent.

N Order Form is included in this issue and a short
explanatory note concerning the various Christmas
cards available will probably not come amiss here.
There are still certain balances in hand of the
cards printed for 1961, which contain a reproduction of
the painting of “A Man of Kent,” and of last year’s card
containing a reproduction of the two stands of Colours.
These balances are:—
1961 Card
W ith Regimental crest and rib b o n ........... 200
„ The Buffs’ crest and ribbon ............ 150
„ The Queen’s Own crest and ribbon
36
1963 Card
W ith Regimental crest and rib b o n ........... 430
„ The Buffs’ crest and rib b o n ............ 725
„ The Queen’s Own crest and ribbon 125
ALL the above are available at 7 /- per dozen, post
free, but, because their numbers are limited, they will be
disposed of on a “ first come, first served” basis.
In addition to these surplus 1961 and 1963 cards,
the 1964 card is also available. Stocks held are:—
W ith Regimental crest and ribbon ............ 3,000
„ The Buffs’ crest and ribbon ............
500
„ The Queen’s Own crest and ribbon
.500
This card is a plain one, without any picture or
illustration, and with a seasonal greeting on the inside.
It sells at 1 0 /- per dozen, post free.
All cards, of whatever year, are available complete
with an envelope.

A

Note b y the D eputy Colonel
of the Regim ent
T I H E Honorary Editor, in his editorial in the August
issue of the Regimental Journal, drew attention to the
fact that we were starting to lose money on Invicta and
gave a warning that it might be found necessary to increase
its cost in future.
I have been into the accounts very carefully with the
Regimental Council and with the Regimental Executive
and Finance Committee and there is no doubt that we are
heading for trouble financially for the following reasons:
(a )

Printing costs have risen.

(b )

Advertisements are not bringing in as much as they
used to do.

(c)

Postage charges have been increased.

(d )

The number of subscribers has fallen slightly.
The Regimental Council considers that the standard
of Invicta is extremely high for a Regimental Journal and
that every effort should be made to ensure that its high
standard is maintained. I feel sure that the majority, if not
all, of its readers will agree. Indeed, it is now one of the
very few remaining Regimental Journals that are produced
monthly.
It has therefore been decided to take two main steps
to endeavour to make the Journal pay its way. These are:
(a ) Every reasonable economy will be introduced by the
Honorary Editor without unduly reducing the stand
ard of the Journal—for example, a slightly cheaper
paper than before will be used, and the saving of as
much space as possible (by the employment of
slightly smaller type, by the omissions of unneces
sary gaps in the setting up and by the utilisation of
the inside of the front and back covers, etc.).
(b ) A very slight increase in the price of each issue will
be introduced with effect from the January, 1965,
issue. The Council was very anxious that the increase
should be as small as possible, and it will therefore
be a very modest 3d. per issue or a mere 3 / - per
year.
I feel sure that all who have so loyally supported the
Journal in the past will consider that 1 /6 is a very reason
able price to pay for such an excellent monthly magazine
which is always full of interesting and varied Regimental
news. I hope, therefore, that they will continue to support
Invicta in the future. In fact, there is one other positive
step that all subscribers to the Regimental Journal can
themselves take to help and that is to encourage others to
become subscribers and I very much hope that this appeal
will not be in vain.
D. E. B. T A LB O T, M ajor General,
Deputy Colonel.

&
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PROM OTIONS AND APPOINTM ENTS

C O M IN G EVENTS

Supplements to the London Gazette

1964
October
3 - 4 Golfing Society Autumn Meeting, Littlestone Golf
Club.
10 6 (S) Bn. The Buffs, Annual Dinner.
6th Bn. The Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regi
ment Reunion.
14 Golfing Society Match v. Kent County Constabulary
at Littlestone.
21 Trafalgar Day.
31 lst/4 th Bn. The Buffs (1914-1919) Reunion Dinner
at County Hotel, Canterbury. Assemble at 6 p.m.
for 6.30 p.m. Dinner tickets 1 0 /- each, should be
obtained from local Secretary or Lt.-Col. H. L.
Cremer, M.B.E., D.L., Hampton Gay, New Dover
Road, Canterbury.
Annual General Meeting of the Regimental Associa
tion at R.H.Q. at 3.30 p.m.

Regular Army
The undermentioned Lieutenants to be Captains, 2nd
August, 1964:
H. N. Tarver, J. C. Holman, R. H. Whitty.
Regular Army Reserve of Officers
Lt.-Col. D. H. Andrews, M.C. (Emp. List (1 )) having
attained the age limit, ceases to belong to the Reserve
of Officers, 27th July, 1964.
Lt. R. J. Pickering from A.E. Reserve of Officers, Nat.
Serv. List, to be Lieutenant, 5th August, 1964.
Lt. C. W. G. Thompson from A.E. Reserve of Officers,
Nat. Serv. List, to be Lieutenant, 5th August, 1964.
Territorial Army
Lt. C. D. G. Jones to be Captain, 1st June, 1964.
Lt. J. W. Hayton to be Captain, 1st June, 1964.
Capt. (Actg. Maj.) J. B. Ogilvie to be Major, 7th August,
1964, with seniority, 2nd May, 1960.
2nd Lt. D. F. Mansell-Lewis (on probation) is confirmed
in his appt. as 2nd Lieutenant, 10th August, 1962. To
be Lieutenant, 10th August, 1964.
Territorial Army Reserve of Officers
Capt. (Actg. M aj.) C. A. Innes from Active List
(Unatt’d) to be Captain, 1st June, 1964.
Capt. J. O. P. Calvert from Active List, to be Captain,
23rd June, 1964.
-
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December
8 Naval Victory, Falkland Islands, 1914 — H.M.S.
Kent in action.
13 Birthday of Her Royal Highness Princess Marina,
Duchess of Kent, Colonel of the Regiment.
1965
January
16 Battle of Corunna.
March
1 Anniversary of Amalgamation Day.
11 Birthday of H.M. King Frederik IX of Denmark,
Colonel-in-Chief.
26 5th Buffs (T.A .) Officers’ Ball.
April
24-25 Golfing Society
George’s Golf Club.

Spring

Meeting,

Royal

St.

May
1 West Country Lunch.
15-16 Golfing Society Match v. Rye Golf Club.
16 Albuhera Day.
June
9-11 Cricket—Kent v. Somerset at Canterbury.
26 Maidstone Cricket Week commences:—
June 2 6 -2 9 :
Kent v. New Zealand.
June 30 - July 2: Kent v. Essex.
27 Maidstone Remembrance Service and Reunion.
July
28 Canterbury Cricket
July 28 - 30:
July 31 - August 3:
August 4 - 6 :

Week:—
Kent v. South Africa.
Kent v. Hampshire.
Kent v. Middlesex.
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August
8 Annual Reunion and Service of Remembrance at
Canterbury.
September
8 Sevastopol Day.
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BIRTHS, MARRIAGES
AND DEATHS
BIRTHS
CLINCH—On 30th June, 1964, at Hythe Nursing Home,
to Lt. and Mrs. M. J. Clinch, a son, Patrick Michael
Evatt.
H U N T—On 5th June, 1964, at British Military Hospital,
Colchester, to Cpl. and Mrs. B. Hunt, a son, Phillip
Brian.
FREITAG—On 22nd June, 1964, at British Military
Hospital, Colchester, to Pte. and Mrs. Freitag, a son,
David Allan.

MARRIAGES
AIRY—COCKERELL. On Saturday, 22nd August, 1964,
at St. Nicholas Church, Bassett, James Bernard,
youngest son of Colonel and Mrs. E. A. Airy, of
Woodchester, to Frances Kate, younger daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Cockerell, of Southampton.

ENGAGEMENTS
ELLIS—ROOKE
The engagement is announced between Peter John
Nigel, only son of the late Mr. G. C. Ellis and Mrs. M.
Ellis, of Momingside, 8 Leven Avenue, Bournemouth, and
Maylou Vanessa Bridgid, only daughter of Lieut.-Colonel
D. B. Rooke, M.C. (R td.), of 35 Tayler Court, N.W.8,
and Mrs. Ann Rooke.

DEATHS
BATTYE—At St. Leonards, on 1st July, 1964, Major
Charles Forbes Battye, M.C., aged 73 years (late The
Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment).
BLAKE—On 17th August, 1964, Mr. A. J. Blake (Joe),
late of The Buffs, and Ashford Branch.
STACE—On 31st August, 1964, Mr. Ted Stace, late The
Buffs, and Ashford Branch.
BAILEY—At The Star and Garter Home, Richmond,
Surrey, on 3rd September, 1964, Mr. Alfred Bailey,
aged 79 years. Served in The Queen’s Own Royal
West Kent Regiment, 1914-1919.

OBITUARY
MAJOR J. K. KAY, D.S.O.
Lt.-Col. Norman Edwards writes:—
^ J THE death of Jack Kay was briefly announced in the
■*- June issue. He was gazetted to the Queen’s Own in
December, 1908, and posted to the 2nd Battalion in India.
He went with that battalion, as Transport Officer, to
Basra in February, 1915, and later served with the 1st
Battalion in France.
The first occasion on which I saw him was at an
inspection of the 3rd Battalion at Fort Horsted in the
spring of 1917. Some time after the inspection had begun,
the company, composed of men recovering from wounds,
arrived at the top of the hill from Chatham, where it
was billeted, with Jack Kay, apparently quite uncon

cerned, at its head, twirling his regimental cane with the
fingers of his left hand. An impressive performance.
It was not, however, until 1925, when he joined
the 2nd Battalion, at Woking, that I met him. He
commanded “C” Company and his officers could always
rely on his complete support. I do not remember any
occasion on which he was perturbed or ratded in any
way. He was always extremely well turned out. He wore
a lightweight “steel” helmet of metal, not of cardboard
as sometimes said. He had worn it in France, so why
not in Aldershot?
Once, an unusual point arose in company orderly
room. I picked up King’s Regulations but was told not
to bother, “the Adjutant gets an extra 5 /- a day for look
ing things up, let him do it.”
After his retirement in 1926, 1 only remember seeing
him once; in a corridor of the War Office, in September,
1939. He was enquiring whether his services would be
required, if not he was joining “the dog shooters.”
In June, 1918, Captain (acting Major) Kay was
commanding the 1st Battalion during an important attack
when “the skill and ability with which he made the
preliminary arrangements were no less marked than his
gallantry and soldierly bearing during the engagement.
When die objectives had been gained, hearing that the
two senior officers and a large number of men of the
left company had become casualties, he immediately
went to the spot and by his coolness and cheerful example
of courage inspired the men with his own resolution.”
I remember Jack Kay as a very pleasant and
efficient company commander and hope that this in
adequate note will encourage someone, better qualified
to write about him, to do so.

MAJOR C. F. BATTYE, M.G
Col. Arthur Merlott-Chitty writes:—
L L members of the Queen’s Own who knew him will
be saddened at the death of Charles Forbes Battye at
St. Leonards on 1st July. Charles was bom in 1891 and
belonged to a family famous in India. His father was
Captain Charles Forbes Battye, of the 33rd Bengal Native
Infantry, wounded in the mutiny in 1857 and was the
seventh of the 10 sons of George Wynyard Battye, a
Judge of the Bengal Service.
All 10 sons served in the Army, three became
Major-Generals and three others were killed in action,
one at Delhi with the Queen’s Own Corps of Guides,
another with the same regiment in Afghanistan and the
third with the 5th Gurkhas in the Black Mountain Expedi
tion of 1888. Charles was educated at Bradfield College,
where he got colours for cricket and football, at the
R.M.C. Sandhurst and joined the 1st Battalion in Bordon,
later transferring to the 2nd Battalion in Peshawar and
won a well deserved Military Cross as Machine Gun
Officer of that distinguished battalion in Mesopotamia.
Between wars he served with both regular battalions,
and I remember in Secunderabad, when he once com
manded the 1st Battalion on a ceremonial parade, he said
to me, “This is the proudest moment of my life.” Charles
was a fine golfer, winning many trophies, and was of
the greatest help to the regimental team. He was a good
revolver shot and had a very pleasant singing voice.

A

I have known him for over 60 years and remember
him well as the fast bowler of his preparatory school,
Ascham’s at Eastbourne.
He was most modest, gentle and kind and I have
never once heard him make a cruel or unkind remark
about anyone. H e was delighted at others* success and
never pushed himself in any way. A true soldier and a
Battye.
MR. A. L. (JO E) BLAKE
N LISTED at Stafford, Essex, on 13th September,
1907, in the Royal Fusiliers for seven years’ service
and five years’ reserve. At the outbreak of World War I
was sent to France and was one of the “Old Contemptibles.” In 1915 he was appointed Sgt. Shoemaker. After
war service, he re-enlisted in March, 1919, and was trans
ferred in 1922 to The Buffs Depot, later into the 1st
Bn. The Buffs, following his trade as Sgt. Shoemaker.
He completed 21 years with the Colours, being
discharged in 1929. His stations included East Prussia,
1919-20; Turkey, 1922-23; Gibraltar, 1923-27; India,
1927-29.
After his service he became Recruiting Officer at
Hounslow, Middlesex, for many years before finally
coming to Ashford in the same occupation. Later he
was employed at the local R.E.M.E. Depot prior to
retirement.
He was chairman of the Ashford Branch of the Old
Contemptibles Association for many years and was also
the Branch auditor, and was a regular attender to the
Branch affairs.
So we say “Farewell” to another “Old Buff.”

E

FLORENCE REBECCA EVANS
' was with great sorrow that we heard of the death of
Mrs. Eivans. She was the widow of Lt.-Col. E. J.
Evans, and was well-known to all Buffs of her genera
tion; a soldier’s wife in the old tradition and justly proud
of her husband’s record of service. For her sake we are
glad that her passing was sudden and peaceful. The
Queen’s Own Buffs Canterbury Ladies’ Guild have lost
a staunch and loyal supporter.
Having been almost totally incapacitated by a stroke
a few years ago, by sheer determination she made herself
mobile again and regularly attended the guild meetings,
taking part in all our activities and enjoying the summer
outing this year. She will be greatly missed by us all.
In the chairman’s absence, abroad, the Guild was rep
resented at the funeral service by Mrs. P. Daniels and
other members.
M.M.A.

r

CORRESPONDENCE
The Editor, Invicta,
Dear Sir,
On p.320 of the July issue, a complaint was made
that “Someone” had failed to produce a Marker and a
Battalion number board for a certain contingent on parade
at the Maidstone Reunion.
I must confess to being the “ Someone” ! In a way,
it is nice to be “Someone” sometimes! However, in this

case I must take the blame.
The cause of the trouble, I think, was my having
asked for a parade state of those likely to be on parade
in a letter dated 13th May, 1964, with a request that
the answer be sent to me by 30th June, 1964. No answer
was received from the contingent in question, and i there
fore assumed that no one would be on parade. Thus no
Marker or number board was produced.
I write this note just to try and explain to all
Branches and affiliated Battalions how important it is
for the respective Secretaries to take note of, and act on,
the various information put out by R.H.Q.
If this is not done, there is likely to be disappoint
ment all round.
Yours sincerely,
“ SOMEONE.”
(In this case, Lt-Col. Mike Grove.)
From: Lt.-Col. J. M. Howson.
Silton House,
Near Gillingham,
Dorset.
14th August, 1964.
The Editor, Invicta,
Dear Sir,
A statement by Simon Boucher in the article “A
trip to Nepal” in your June issue compels a correction.
He writes “. . . Barrackpore (the old Indian Army
equivalent of Aldershot . . .).”
By no stretch of imagination, I would suggest,
could Barrackpore be compared with Aldershot.
The pre-war garrison of Barrackpore was one British
infantry battalion (less one company). However, during
the Burma Campaign, 1942-1945, its importance was
increased and it became first H.Q. of 15 Corps, then
14th Army and finally Allied Land Forces, South East
Asia (A.L.F.S.E.A.).
If any station in British India could be compared
with Aldershot, it would probably be Rawalpindi, which
was both H.Q. of Northern Command and had a garrison
of one division.
Yours faithfully,
J. M. HOWSON.
81-102 Albion Gate,
London, W.2.
24th August, 1964.
The Editor, Invicta,
Dear Sir,
I am instructed by the members of this Branch to
write and thank you, and your staff, for the excellent
arrangements made for their reception and comfort on
their visit to Canterbury on Remembrance Day, Sunday,
9th August.
Our members are also very appreciative of the hard
work done by both battalions of the Territorial Army, and
in particular by the excellent programmes of music
rendered by their respective Bands and Drums.
We look forward to such another day next year.
Yours sincerely,
DAN DUFFY.
Secretary, London Branch (Buffs).
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15 Oxford Road,
Colchester,
Essex.
2nd September, 1964.
The Editor, Invicta,
Dear Sir,
In the course of her work as almoner, my sister has
recendy come across a remarkable old man, aged 90,
who wonders if it would be possible to get in touch with
any of his old friends from his Army days.
He is Mr. Harry Miller, 30 Mount Ephraim, Tun
bridge Wells, and he enlisted (somewhat, he admits, under
age) in the 2nd Bn. The Buffs at Aldershot in 1891.
He was transferred to the 1st Bn. in India in 1893 and
saw action on the frontier in 1897 and 1898. He returned
to civilian life after further action in the Boer War and
joined a volunteer battalion of the Queen’s Own Royal
West Kent Regiment. Through a quirk of fate, he fought
throughout the 1914-18 war in the Lancashire Regiment,
but his allegiance is definitely to The Buffs.
Apart from rather indifferent eyesight, Mr. Miller
enjoys excellent health, lives alone and looks after himself
entirely. He appreciates it is a long time since he served,
but he feels there might be someone who, like himself,
remembers old days.
Yours truly,
H. B. H. WARING (LT.-C O L.).

Skeldon Estate,
Corentyne Berbice.
22nd August, 1964.
Lt.-Col. E. W. McDonald,
1st Bn. The Queen’s Own Buffs,
Georgetown, Demerara.
Dear Col. McDonald,
Thank you so much for your kind letter of 18th
August, 1964, expressing the thanks of the Battalion.
May I be permitted through your good self to express
the appreciation of all Staffs and Employees of Skeldon
Estate to the Officers and men of the 1st Bn. The Queen’s
Own Buffs for the very efficient and cheerful discharge
of their onerous duties during a rather distressing period.
At all times it was a pleasure to meet and associate
with the members of your Battalion and without fear of
contradiction can safely say they were fine ambassadors
of the British Armed Forces.
On behalf of the Estate Management, our sincere
thanks to yourself. Officers and men of the 1st Battalion
The Queen’s Own Buffs.
Yours very sincerely,
J. BATEMAN
(Administrative Manager).

Regimental tailors to the Home Counties Brigade
1 HIGH STREET, CAMBERLEY. Tel: 3659
27 OLD BOND STREET, LON D O N , W .l.

Tel: HYDe Park 2276/9

Portsmouth, Edinburgh, Plymouth, Chatham, Weymouth, Liverpool, Bath, Southampton, Horrow, Dartmouth, Camberley, Cranwell, Winchester, Brockenhurst,
Cambridge (A. G. Almond), Londonderry. Gibraltar, Malta.

366

LINKS WITH A SISTER SERVICE
H IS year, as readers w ill be aware, the Corps of
Royal Marines have been celebrating their 300th
anniversary. W hile celebrations have taken place in units
and establishments at home and abroad, the highlights
were undoubtedly the ceremonies in London during June
and July.
The Corps, anxious to pay tribute to the countless
occasions when regiments of the British Army embarked
and fought as M arines, invited to these ceremonies repre
sentatives o f those regiments which served alongside the
Admiral’s Regiment in a series of naval engagements in
1664/65; which bear die Naval Crown; and which have
served as Marine regiments under the direction of the
Lord H igh Admiral. It was in the first of these three
categories that the Regiment was included. The Buffs hav
ing formed part of the force of 4,500 men which, in
August, 1664, was raised by the Duke of York, the Lord
H igh Admiral, “for sea service.” T he 50th Foot later
also served as Marines on several occasions.
On the same evening as the Regimental Dinner, 10th
June, the first of the London ceremonies took place when
the M assed Bands of the Corps performed a Beating of
Retreat on Horse Guards Parade in honour of H .R.H .
T he Duke of Edinburgh’s birthday. Brigadier Eric Foster
H all represented the Deputy Colonel and the Regiment at
this ceremony, while several other Officers and their wives
were just able to catch a glimpse of the proceedings.
T he next ceremony took the form of a parade on
22nd July on the Artillery Ground for the Lord Mayor
of London, followed by a march through the City. Owing
to the postmen’s strike the necessary tickets failed to arrive
in tim e, but despite this the Deputy Colonel was just able to
see some of the parade. Brigadier Foster ,H all and Major
W ood were also among those present.
On the morning of 23rd July the Deputy Colonel

T

and M rs. Talbot were present in the Garden of Buck
ingham Palace when representative units of the Corps
were reviewed by Her M ajesty The Queen. In the course
of her address Her M ajesty graciously made mention of
the Regiment when she said: “In the early years, several
other regiments also fought at sea, and I am glad to know
that my Grenadier and Coldstream Guards and The
Queen’s Own Buffs are represented here today, as w ell as
many other units with strong maritime traditions and
connections.”
Subsequently, a signed copy of the Queen’s address
was sent to the Deputy Colonel by Sir Edward Ford, Her
M ajesty’s Private Secretary. This w ill be framed and
displayed at the Regimental Headquarters at Canterbury.
On the evening of 23rd July the Deputy Colonel
attended a dinner in the Painted H all in the Royal Naval
College, Greenwich, at which H.R.H. The Duke of Edin
burgh presided in the presence of Her M ajesty The
Queen. Major-General Talbot sat next to Lt.-C ol. M . A.
W ilberforce, R .M ., whose father served in The Queen’s
Own Royal W est Kent Regiment.
Finally, the Deputy Colonel, supported by Lt.-Col.
and Mrs. Pat Elgood, was present in St. Paul’s Cathe
dral for a Thanksgiving Service on 24th July. Brigadier
and Mrs. Foster H all were also present.
The Regiment has thus been represented at m ost of
the Corps’ celebrations and is greatly honoured at having
been invited to attend them. Other Regiments which were
similarly represented included the Grenadier Guards and
the Coldstream Guards; the W elch R egt., the Queen’s
Royal Surrey R egt., the Worcestershire Regt., the Duke
of Edinburgh’s Royal Regt. and 3rd Green Jackets, the
Rifle Brigade; and the King’s Own Royal Border Regt.,
the Lancashire Regt. and the Somerset and Cornwall Light
Infantry.

Canadian Liaison R eport — part II
By N IE L PEARCE
the summer o f 1963 I joined the battalion rifle, and
sub-machine gun teams and spent many hours on the
ranges in Calgary. In the Alberta Area R ifle Competition
I did not do at all w ell, but managed to do reasonably
w ell in the S.M .G . competition, which enabled m e to
take part in the Command competition held in W ain
wright.

F

For six weeks every year the Canadian Army “goes
to war,” in that all units east of W innipeg move to Gagetown training area, and all those west of W innipeg move to
Wainwright training area. Wainwright, where 2 Q.O.R. of
C goes, is 300 m iles north-east of Calgary and consists
of an area approximately 625 square m iles in size. It is an
ideal training area and has every type of ground and cover

in which to practise a brigade in all phases of war, in
cluding river crossing. A ll units live and operate in the
field and are fairly static for the first three weeks, doing
company level exercises. Everyone lives in “b iw ies” and
spends six and a half days training per week.
Much of the rifle company training is done mounted
in threequarter-ton vehicles which are often used as
Armoured Personnel Carriers. The battalion is completely
mobile as there is enough transport to lift the entire bat
talion at any one tim e. T he battalion and brigade level
exercises take place in the last three weeks of the con
centration and are designed to practise all units in certain
phases of war, similar, I should imagine, to some of the
bigger exercises held in Germany. The one big snag about
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Wainwright is that it is the only large training area in
Western Canada, which means that some troops have been
there as many as 12 times. Thus they know the area like
the back of their hands and become easily bored in having
to operate over the same ground for the umpteenth time.
During the first half of the concentration last summer
I took part in the Command S.M.G. Competition, and
was again lucky in being able to shoot reasonably straight.
I managed to qualify for the Canadian Army shoot which
was held in Ottawa four weeks later. All members of the
Western Command shooting team had to concentrate for
two weeks’ training in Victoria, British Columbia. On my
way to Victoria I spent an enjoyable day at the famous
Calgary Stampede. The bronco-riding, barrel racing and
chuckwagon races were most spectacular.
I spent a wonderful two weeks in Victoria, staying
in a very comfortable mess belonging to the First Bat
talion, Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry, over
looking Victoria harbour. I used to shoot all morning and
fish for salmon all afternoon. Some of the finest salmon
fishing in the world is to be found in the waters around
Vancouver Island. Whilst I was in Victoria there was a
big run of salmon and I was lucky enough to catch nine,
the biggest weighing lOlbs. Amongst the nine were three
species, namely: Coho (a very hard-fighting salmon that
seems to spend more time in the air than in the water
when hooked), Spring and Humpy.
From Victoria I went by car to Ottawa, covering
a distance of over 3,000 miles in one week. I took the
ferry from Victoria to Anacortes in Washington State,
U.S.A., which took me through the beautiful Gulf Islands.
From Anacortes I drove to Vancouver, where I spent one
night and had my car thoroughly serviced before heading
east. En route I spent many nights sleeping in my car in
one of the numerous well laid out camp sites. My route
took me through Spokane, Virginia City (an interesting
ghost, gold-rush town), Yellowstone National Park, with
its fascinating geysers, the Badlands of South Dakota
(intriguing and colourful desertland), Deadwood (the
home of Calamity Jane) and the Black Hills of South
Dakota. From there I went through the big, bright,
bustling city of Chicago on to Detroit, Toronto and finally
Ottawa, where I arrived one week after leaving Victoria.
Connaught Ranges at Ottawa are similar to the
ranges at Bisley and are kept in extremely good condition,
with all firing points well turfed. The set-up is very
similar to Bisley, with tents dotted all over the place. The
weather was not too good, but coming from England and
being used to the rain, I felt in my element. I conse
quently did reasonably well, and at least did not disgrace
myself.
After the Army Competition, I took two weeks’ leave
and visited Kingston, where I spent two enoyable days
staying in the most comfortable Royal Canadian School
of Signals Mess; then Gananoque, from where I took a
two-hour boat trip through the beautiful Thousand
Islands, and, lastly, Montreal, where I spent one day see
ing, among other things, the site of the 1968 World Fair.
On my way back to Calgary I went through Cornwall
on the St. Lawrence, where I saw the $600m. Inter
national Dam, a major feat of engineering skill. I then
passed through Toronto again, spending a day at the

B o tto m : A n o th e r g o o d c a tc h in V ictoria..
T o p : T h e B a d la n d s o f S o u th D a k o ta .

National Exhibition and seeing many interesting things
such as the Chrysler jet propelled car and the famous
Royal Canadian Mounted Police musical ride, which was
magnificent. Never have I seen such perfect co-ordination
between man and beast. After Toronto I motored through
Sudbury, Sault St. Marie, Fort William, Winnipeg, across
the prairies—the bread-basket of the world—to Calgary.
I camped every night on the way back and by the time I
returned I had covered just under 7,000 miles since
leaving Victoria.
Since returning to Calgary I have been busy running
three courses. Winter in Canada is a time for upgrading
all ranks by means of a variety of courses. I ran two
four-week .30 calibre machine gun courses before Christ
mas which I enjoyed enormously. I was also a candidate
on the first course and as a result am now a qualified Inf.
Group II Machine Gunner in the Canadian Army. There
were 30 men on each course which meant that by the end
of the second course I knew 60 men quite well; they came
from almost every department in the battalion, including
the band.
Soon after Christmas I ran a four-week Junior
N.C.O. refresher course for 35 potential N.C.O.’s, who
were shortly to attend the Junior N.C.O. School at Wain-
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wright. This again enabled me to get to know some more
men in the battalion very well.
In December I attended a week’s Ski Instructors’
course near Banff; this proved very w ell worthwhile as
I learnt more about skiing in one week than I would have
done in two or three months on my own. It was a mixed
course^ 60 of us staying in a large chalet in the heart of
the mountains. We had four hours’ instruction per day in
the art of instructing people to ski, and as there were only
eight in each class we progressed rapidly.
I spent Christmas with relations in Vancouver and
although it is a very beautiful city I would not like to
have been posted there because of the weather. It rained
six days out of the seven that I was there. Victoria, on the
other hand, is much dryer and the weather overall is very
much better.
In March I took part in the Western Command Ski

Championships, which were held at Mount Norquay near
Banff. It was m y first introduction to racing and I am
now anxious to do more of it. There were three races in
the competition, the Downhill, Slalom and Giant Slalom ,
all of which proved interesting if a little nerve racking to
a novice such as myself. A t the final gate in my first run
on the Downhill I had a spectacular faU and went through
the gate head first in the prone position!
In February I took over command of A Company,
which includes such elements of the battalion as the Recce
Platoon, the Signals Platoon, T.A .C . H .Q ., Battalion
Orderly room, I Office and Trg. Office. A ll courses hav
ing finished we are now busy preparing for the G .O .C .’s
inspection and Feu de Joie.
(C oncluded).
(T he first of N iel Pearce’s two articles appeared in
the August issue).

HOW THE ARMY
BENEVOLENT FUND SERVES

Summary of Benevolent Work
In the Army -1963

m H E Army Benevolent Fund is the central provider of
funds to the Corps and Regimental Associations of
the Army and to those national Service Charitable Organ
isations which care for the needs of the soldier, ex-soldier
and his dependants. Each year it makes block grants in
accordance w ith the proven need for help by those to
whom the money is given, and to the lim it of its resources.
It does not deal with the individual cases requiring
help: these are handled by the Corps and Regimental
Associations and the Service Charities, usually working
together in co-operation. It is these organisations in direct
touch w ith the individual which are able to assess the
merits of each and every case, co-ordinate between them
selves where necessary, and provide the help required to
the maximum of their individual or joint ability.
There is thereby formed a partnership, closely work
ing together, in the wide field of Army benevolence: the
Corps and Regimental Associations on the one hand per
form the “ case-work ” and provide all they can from
within their own widely varying charitable resources
whilst the Army Benevolent Fund on the other hand pro
vides the Corps and Regimental Associations with a
central backing in the form of bulk financial support.
Since 1945 the Army Benevolent Fund has made grants
to the one hundred and twenty-five Corps and Regimental
Associations in the Army amounting to nearly £2 m illion.
This partnership within the Army is further extended
to include the National Service Charitable organisations,
each one of which operates in a special field. The work of
the three Agencies in the field of Army benevolence—
the Army Benevolent Fund, the Corps and Regimental
Associations, and the National Service organisations— is
complementary. Their staffs work closely together in deal
ing with each case which comes to light and m utually in
providing the financial aid needed by it. In all this the
Army Benevolent Fund is the central provider of funds.

CORPS A N D REG IM EN TS
36,000 cases of need and distress, amongst soldiers,
ex-soldiers and their dependants, not covered
by State welfare, were dealt with directly by
CORPS A N D REG IM ENTAL ASSOCIA
T IO N S in 1963. Eighty per cent of these were
survivors of the First World War, 1914-18,
and their fam ilies.
£215,000 was spent by CORPS A N D REGIM ENTAL
A SSO C IA TIO N S in the above work.
T H E ARM Y BENEVOLENT F U N D
£56,000 was given by the ARMY BENEVOLENT
F U N D in block grants to the Corps and
Regimental Associations to assist them in the
above work.
£88,000 was given by the ARMY BENEVOLENT
F U N D to the following Combined Services
Organisations — S.S.A .F.A ., Forces Help
Society and Lord Roberts Workshops, Officers’
Association and the British Commonwealth
Ex-Services League — to assist them in their
work of caring for members and ex-members
of Corps and Regiments of the Army and their
dependants.
£41,000 in addition, was given by the ARMY
BENEVOLENT F U N D to a further 30
National Charitable Organisations dealing with
the specialised work of the care of the aged,
training and care of the disabled, education,
care of and assistance to the children of
soldiers, for example: — Star and Garter
Home, Royal Cambridge Home for Soldiers’
W idows, Royal Soldiers’ Daughters’ Home,
and the Scottish National Institution for War
Blinded, etc.

(T he above axe the last two, of five, articles concern
ing the Army Benevolent Fund. Previous articles appeared
in the M ay, June and July issues).
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Why
your
help
is n eeded .
You may think it is unbelievable that there
are still many cases of great hardship among ex
soldiers and their dependants that cannot be helped
by official schemes of relief, but it is a true fact.
The Army Benevolent Fund is the parent body
of all regimental charities and provides financial
aid to those charities which give personal attention
to individual cases in need and cases of real hard
ship where it is impossible to raise life above a
bare restricted existence.
Your help is badly needed because the calls
on this Fund are increasing considerably.
Please give all you can afford as a token of
gratitude to the men who gave so much for you.

SUPPORT

THE

ARMY BENEVOLENT
FUND
Patron: H er M ajesty T h e Queen

• Donations may be sent to The President, The
Army Benevolent Fund, 20 Grosvenor Place,
London, S.W .l, or paid into any Bank in
Great Britain or Northern Ireland.
R e g iste re d u n d er th e W a r C h a ritie s Act, 1940.

We sell plain clothes too
Moss Bros have been tailors to the Services for
over 80 years, a period which has included three
major wars. In addition to providing the necessary
‘war paint’, we have supplied and still supply the
clothes for more peaceful pursuits, for leisure, for
sport; in fact for all occasions when mufti is the
order of the day.
An account with Moss Bros is the touchstone
for being well dressed on all occasions.

Moss Bros
COVENT GARDEN, W.C.2

T H E C O M P L E T E M A N ’S STO R E
T h is s p a c e d o n a te d b y :—
W . N A S H L T D ., ST . P A U L ’S C R A Y , K E N T

Open Thursdays till 7p.m.

Nearest station Leicester Square
Branches throughout the country
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MONEY
(and the importance of
a visit to 6 Pall Mall)
6 Pall Mall. T he hom e of C ox's &
K ing's bran ch of Lloyds Bank.
Official Arm y A g e n ts for over
200 y e ars—to th e RAF sin c e its
form ation.
W hich m ea n s w id esp rea d a n d
practical
exp erien ce of the
m onetary affairs of serving men
at hom e or o v e rsea s.
For in stan c e, at 6 Pall Mall,
th ere are special d e p artm e n ts
co n cen tratin g on in su ra n c e of all
kinds, in co m e ta x .s to c k a n d sh a re
work, foreign b u sin e ssa n d tra v e l.
A nd th e fu ll b a n kin g service
allows th e officer, w arrant officer
and se n io r N.C.O. to c ash his
c h e q u e s at any b ranch of Lloyds
Bank w ith o u t prior a rra n g em en t.
All in all, our c u sto m e rs find
(so th e y tell us)

It’s good business
to go to

LLOYDSBANK
COX'S & KING'S BRANCH
6 PALL MALL, S .W .l
T e le p h o n e : W H Iteha ll 7001

Official A g e n ts to th e A rm y a n d
Royal Air Force
M em bers o f th e W.R.A.C. w ill fin d
these fa c ilitie s eq ually valuable.
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N E W S FR O M THE 1st B A TTA LIO N
Home Guards

HE first three weeks of August saw the country re
maining miraculously free of violence. It simply
stopped at the end of July, overnight; and the contrast
to the preceding four months was as marked as it was
welcome. Village Home Guards became all the rage and
the rifle companies, in addition to security patrols, have
been kept busy raising and training what has proved to
be a very mixed bag and—dare one say it—blessing.
However, they got off to a flying start on the 1st of the
month as can be seen from the following extract from
one of the C.O.’s newsletters.
“To celebrate the successful formation of the
Mahaica Home Guard (the first to be formed) we asked
the Governor to come and inspect them. We flew him
down in one of our splendid htde Alouette helicopters
and also arranged a cricket match and Band Concert.
The day was well organised by C Company and the Home
Guard; two mixed cricket teams and thousands of spec
tators of all races thoroughly enjoyed themselves. His
Excellency and Major Shearbum shared a record last
wicket stand of some hundred runs and the Battalion
presented a Regimental Plaque for competition in future
years. The Commanding Officer alone overstepped the
mark! He offered to land His Excellency on the Govern
ment House lawn at the end of the day. The pilot suc
cessfully completed this mission but on take off his back
blast removed yards of trellis-work and many of Lady
Luyt’s best creepers.”

T
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More Violence: Op White Horse

Although there has been no general resurgence of
terrorism the latter stages of the month were marked
by an outbreak of murders and particularly unpleasant
killings, all confined to the Mahaicony area some 35 miles
East of Georgetown, and all occurring within one week.
It was fortuitous that the dates of these fitted
very well with those planned for a Battalion raid, nick
named “White Horse,” on the middle reaches of the
Mahaicony Creek—a notorious terrorist area. This was
the most ambitious effort we have yet attempted out
here and was supported by six helicopters which enabled
the initial achievement of complete surprise: troops from
B and C Companies, the Recce Platoon of both Regi
ments, the Assault Pioneers and our more-military-thanusual-Band all took part. The operation was very largely
successful and 41 wanted men were arrested and brought
into Georgetown for interrogation and charging.
These were transported from their settlements by a
variety of means, including air and a motley collection
of river craft, “borrowed” for the day, to an Interrogation
Centre where Captain Giles Bateman and the Intelligence
Section had themselves a proper field day. Sgt. Mogford
acted as harbour master: and others merely strove to
remain sane through the appalling din made by the two
Wessex helicopters which, due to doubtful starters, re
mained switched on—and perforce at close range—for a
seeming eternity. However, the results are deemed to be
good and we hope to reap the benefit from the raid during
the next few weeks.
Change of R .S.M .’s

After completing seven years as R.S.M. of a Regular
Battalion, the past three of them as the first incumbent
in this Regiment, we have lost W.O.I A. G. Parker,
M.B.E., to 5 Buffs (T.A .): in his place we have gained
W.O.I R. J. Palmer. Both are such well-known Regimen
tal personalities that a record of their past would be
superfluous. Mr. Parker, over many years with the Queen’s
Own and latterly the Queen’s Own Buffs, has achieved a
remarkable record of service to the Regiment of which
he may be justly proud: and in his going we know that
we have lost a fine soldier who demanded the highest
standards in all things at all times. The 1st Battalion
readily acknowledges the extent to which it owes him
its gratitude and we wish him a successful and happy
tour with 5 Buffs. In welcoming Mr. Palmer back to the
Battalion, we congratulate him on his appointment and
likewise hope that he may have a long and happy reign
with us.
Personalia

This has been a month of many changes within the
Battalion: 2 /L t. Butler has returned and taken over 2
Platoon from Lt. Talbot; 2 /L t. Clive St. John Perry
has joined from Mons O.C.S. to command 3 Platoon;
2 /L t. Knowles now commands 4 Platoon vice Lt. Dono
van who is now with Home Details; Sgts. Athawes and
Leiper have rejoined as Sergeants of Signal Platoon and

T H E L O C A L C IN E M A —w h e re B r itis h a n d A m e ric a n
film s a r e s h o w n — Ls a lw a y s a b ig a tt r a c t io n fo r p e o p le
o f s m a ll v illa g e s . O n e w a s g u t te d b y a r s o n in a, n i g h t
a t t a c k b y t e r r o r i s t s on, a d i s t r i c t o f M a h a ic o n y . A s e a rc h
o f t h e c h a r r e d d e b ris c o u ld re v e a l c lu e s to t h e ty p e o f
“ fire b o m b s ” b e in g u se d . I n t h is p ic tu r e —P te . R o n a ld
C o rn ic k , 24 -y ear-o ld e x -m a n a g e r o f a R a m s g a te do-ity o u rs e lf sh o p . H is w ife , M a ria n , liv e s a t 64 S t. G e o rg e ’s
R o a d , B r o a d s ta ir s .

8 Platoon respectively; Sgt. Rodmell is taking over
C.Q.M.S. from C./Sgt. Kay and Cpl. Treadwell has
become Intelligence Sergeant—congratulations to both;
C.S.M.’s Cribben and Billett have swopped chairs and
C ./Sgt. Wilson has gained promotion to O.R.Q.M.S.—
again, congratulations.
Unpaid Private

Accompanied by the C.O., the
Police recently paid a three-day visit
where he was able, amongst other
glimpse of his son who was carrying

Commissioner of
to the Couratyne,
things, to take a
out an attachment
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to A Company at the time. The latter, as an unpaid
private soldier (remarkable!), was being indoctrinated at
Port Mourant by a combination of Lt. Richard Talbot
and Pte. “Newt”—a potent mixture! However, the end
product appeared good and we very much hope to see
more of “Pte. Owen” in the future.
The Governor Visits A Company

Apart from his cricketing venture at Mahaica, The
Governor, Sir Richard Luyt, also spent a day or two
visiting the Courantyne and accompanied by Colonel
Robin King, the Garrison Commander. He found time
to chat to many soldiers at their platoon bases and among
other things sampled one of Cpl. Fleet’s curry lunches
and some 4 Platoon tea; he enjoyed both and shows no
apparent ill effects from the latter. His visit and the
interest which he showed in the Companies’ doings and
living conditions were much appreciated.
Orinoco

Having coped with all their visitors, A Company
handed over the Courantyne to 1 Devon and Dorsets and
returned to their old stamping grounds on the East Coast
where they relieved B Company. The latter were wel
comed back to Georgetown with an invitation to take
part in a communications exercise in the capital city in
which command from the air was to be practised.

After some frustrating moments of trying to com
municate almost the only Codeword of the exercise—
the dreaded Orinoco—Major Jack Fletcher abandoned
the hapless C.S.M. Johns to the wolves and spent the
entire day at 500 ft.—in a helicopter. From this he suc
cessfully flogged his platoon commanders round the city
and on occasions frightened the lives out of God-fearing
citizens with some dare-devil low flying exhibitions which
Bourda-ed on the plain dangerous (pace JN S).
The losers this day were the God-fearing citizens
who were submitted to five hours of non-stop heli-buzz
ing and to what was euphemistically described as the
“Mariners Platoon” who were unseated and flung into
the “battle” without ceremony.
Sergeant Bites Snake

To his own and everyone else’s surprise, Sgt. Elkington, now of 8 Platoon, recently encountered a snake which
had elected to guard the B Company transport at Legion
naires in Georgetown. The snake bit him sharply on the
ankle and an anxious 48 hours in hospital followed: how
ever, it was then decided that although venomous, the
snake was in its infancy and lacked the potency necessary
to overcome a member of the Sergeants’ Mess.
The Sergeants’ Mess later claimed that there was
no truth in the rumour that the snake itself had died
from alcoholic poisoning.

I t is j u s t b e fo re 6 a .m . a n d a s e c tio n o f m e n o f T h e Q u e en ’s O w n B u ffs b o a rd a R o y a l N a v y W e s se x h e lic o p te r. I n
i t th e y w e re flow n 10 m ile s to m a k e a s u r p r i s e sw o o p o n a riv e rs id e s e t t l e m e n t
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S u n s h in e a n d p a lm tre e s , b u t i t is in p e a c e fu l lo c a tio n s s u c h a s t h is in B r itis h G u ia n a t h a t
m u r d e r a n d a r s o n t a k e p la c e . I t is q u ie te r n o w t h a t t h e Q u e e n ’s O w n B u ffs h a v e m o v e d in to t h e
w h ite b u ild in g 1 a t t h e to p .

W instanleyville

Under its new Commander, and now elevated to
“Base” status, Atkinson is being given a much-needed
facelift: and the focal point of this “new look” camp is
undoubtedly that small circular plot of ground irrever
ently dubbed) by the residents as the “Winstanley
Memorial Gardens.” It lies at the very heart of things
with a flagpole in place of Eros. Here, unfortunately, any
resemblance to Piccadilly ends abruptly: instead of the
pulsing roar of traffic the air is apt to be thick with the
curses of thwarted drivers who have encountered yet
another “No Entry” sign or who have just discovered
themselves to be tacking briskly up a freshly appointed
one-way street—but quite the wrong way!
However, a dash of paint and the application of a
grader to the football pitch have much improved the
camp’s appearance.
Apart from which this garden city now rates very
much as an operation base and those stationed in it are
to be congratulated on having carried out a series of
small but very successful sorties against local arms caches
and criminals. Well done: particularly the Assault Pioneer
Platoon.
Surinam

You may read in the next issue of the trip to
Paramaribo made by a small party of all ranks in early
August. Later in the month Major Harold Gatehouse
took a small party to visit our Dutch neighbours just

across the Courantyne River. He reports: “ Spurred on
by reports of H.M.S. Whirlwind’s visit to Paramaribo, I
asked for permission to organise a trip to neighbouring
Dutch Guiana. This resulted in myself and three other
members of the Company being asked to visit Nickerie
for two days, as official guests of the Surinam Govern
ment. Lt. Richard Talbot, Sgt. Ludwell (our Senior
R.A.M.C. medical orderly, presumably well supplied
with Alka Seltzer and pep pills) and Cpl. Standfield (3
Platoon) were the other lucky people chosen to go. We
were seen off at Springland’s jetty in an impressive look
ing police launch flying the Surinam flag, with its five
coloured stars representing the five races of the country,
for the ten-mile diagonal crossing of the wide mouth of
the Courantyne River. Thereafter a short journey down
the Nickerie River on the opposite bank to the town of
the same name brought us to a non-stop round of hos
pitality in this Dutch outpost. After a welcome by the
Kommissar (the equivalent of a District Commissioner),
we were taken to call on the subaltern commanding the
Dutch Army platoon at Prinzess Irene Camp, with its
well appointed small barracks. We were interested to see
his two armoured cars and the three boats available for
patrolling the rivers; and also enjoyed some excellent
Parbo Bieri, which was considered to be definitely
superior to Banks Beer, its B.G. opposite number.
“The countryside was different enough to be inter
esting, and we found more trees and green foliage than
in British Guiana. The roads were uniformly excellent.
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which was a relief, after five months of patrolling over
Surinam Police acted as hosts for the visit, and were
the potholes of the Courantyne. The main crop in that
part of Surinam is rice. The party was taken on a 1£
hours motor trip to Wageningen on the second day,
where there is a large polder, a w ell laid out settlement
with beautiful Dutch bungalows, and a modem rice m ill,
with German plant. Here they produce a special long
grained rice, claimed to be the best in the world. The
rightly proud of their up-to-date police station buildings
and vehicles (which included Vauxhall Victors and Land
Rovers). They also arranged a most excellent party, last
ing way into the night, for which we were extremely
grateful.”
Leave Centres
A t the instigation of the Commanding Officers of
both Regiments two leave centres have now been in
operation for almost a month to which our soldiers and
those of 1 Devon and Dorsets can come and get a break
from the tiring routine of patrolling. For the town
dwellers there is the Mariners Rest with Georgetown on
the doorstep, while for the country-lifers there is W iniperu some m iles up the Essequibo River. Our poor man’s
Butlin is Major D enis Campbell, to whom many thanks
are due for his efforts: both places are still being im 
proved but are proving their worth already.
In addition, our first party has made the trip to the
renowned Kaieteur Falls: we hope that many more w ill
follow.

NEWS

FROM

7 1 1HE month has seen a number of departures, arrivals
and flying visits but now that the “deadline” of 1st
September has been passed we look forward to just
“arrivals.” 2/lx. St. John Perry departed for B.G . in
early August obviously very relieved to leave Home
D etails and looking forward to joining the Battalion. Sgt.
Shoebridge joined the ranks of Home Details and has
promptly been sent on a U nit Projectionist Course. The
Adjutant had difficulty in providing Sgt. Shoebridge with
a Stable Belt that fitted, but eventually solved the prob
lem by persuading him to buy two and fit them together.
More profits for the P.R .I.!
The concentration this month has been on Fitness
Training; and preparation for the Copenhagen Tattoo.
Every Monday, Wednesday and Friday, Home D etails
are seen proudly doubling out of the gate at 0830 hrs.
and puffing and panting back in at 0915. It might be of
interest to the Battalion to know that we have such stal
warts as Cpl. Alderson, Cpl. Ambrose, Cpl. Cook, Cpl.
Courcha, Cpl. Davis and Moore taking part and looking
forward with great relish to the next run. Sport has not
been lacking either. Home D etails have produced quite
a good football team and are in the process of forming a

Sport
The Battalion has been w ell represented on several
rugger trials held to pick a representative B.G . team to
compete against Trinidad. Captain Desmond Butler at
last succeeded in defeating the emergency and the weather
on the same day and a very out-of-practice Battalion
Hockey X I matched the occasion by defeating the
Georgetown Cricket Club, one of the better local sides,
by 1-0.
In Georgetown, too, the Officers’ M ess Staff won a
clearcut victory over the officers at badminton: an event
for which revenge w ill shortly be extracted!
Tailpiece— The Birdwatchers
Some of the lighter side of patrolling up on the
Coast recently came the way of Sgt. Bishop and a
patrol from 10 Platoon of C Company. One night they
came upon a deserted car standing by the Sea W all near
nowhere in particular. This seemed odd. It should not
have been there and its very presence was suspicious.
W ith visions of capturing “wanted men” or illegal
arms, the} patrol quickly and silently surrounded the
offending car, covered by their L.M .G . (Pte. Roberts).
The trap about to be sprung, however, the silence of the
night was broken, not from the car but from the sea
beyond it, by a happy peal of girlish laughter.
Somewhat abashed but still intrigued the patrol
moved in that direction. There, revealed in the lights
Aphrodite-like and dressed like Venus, were two girlish
figures being pursued along the beach by a pair of equally
unattired males.
Some chaps have all the luck!

COLCHESTER
basketball team, both receiving plenty of encouragement
from the C .S.M .
Twelve men have been selected to go to Copenhagen
and they are busily preparing Blues and Scarlets for the
occasion. They are off for a month, leaving behind the
problem of guarding the camp with two men and the
O .C.’s Bloodhound. (I think it's a bloodhound.)
S.L.R . Classification was completed in August and
in spite of various comments about the composition of
Home D etails being one-legged and one-eyed individuals
out of 25 Firers there were nine Marksmen, and seven
Firsts!
Our visit this month was to Ford’s M otor Works at
Dagenham. It was of great interest to everybody and the
tea provided at the end of the tour was not only excellent
but very welcome.
During Canterbury Cricket Week, Home D etails
provided a guard for the T ent and on Sunday were seen
proudly on parade heading the different branches of the
Regimental Association.
August has been a busy month, though also enjoy
able. We now look forward to the Copenhagen Tattoo,
and very soon after that the return of the Battalion.
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News from the Territorial Battalions
4th BN. THE BUFFS (T.A .)
Cricket Week, 1964— Adieu

n P H E tumult and the shouting dies and the furniture
J- of the Officers’ Mess returns to home stations at
Leros T.A. Centre all complete with C /Sgt. Les Cole. It
was a grand week and it was nice to see old friends (in
enduring friendship not years) in convivial mood and St.
Lawrence surroundings, but like all good things gone in a
flash. Still there is 1965 to look forward to. The cricket
was good as well as the Regimental Tent.
Remembrance Sunday

The Battalion was well represented on the Regi
mental Remembrance Sunday and it was impressive to see
members of the Regiment, present and past, marching off
to the Cathedral. Bandmaster Clark really got the Band
in full swing to lead the way and he has the consolation
that Howe Barracks are on the top of St. Martin’s Hill
and not on St. Thomas’ Hill as the climb there is long
and steep. Our sister Battalion, 5 Buffs, gave an excellent
Beating of Retreat during the afternoon and was ap
preciated by all. Well done, little sister. The bar nearly

sold out so even the brewers had nothing to moan about.
.22 Shooting Trophy Presentation— at Last

On Saturday, 15th August, we were honoured by the
Earl of Guilford, who visited Battalion Headquarters to
present the .22 Shooting Trophy, given by the Associa
tion of Men of Kent and Kentish Men, to the winning
team. (We reported this about three months ago.)
The Shield was received by Sgt. Wally Thundow,
who captained the winning team. It was a great pleasure
to have the Lord Guilford visit our Officers’ Mess before
lunch, and then lunch with the Commanding Officer,
Major John Davison and Capt. Frank Taylor at the
George and Dragon at Fordwich.
Skills— Company Level

All companies, on 15/16 August, had their own skills
training weekend and their programmes were greatly
assorted; route marches, patrolling, speed marches, weapon
training, field firing and classification courses. Some slept
in bams, others in drill halls and in the open air and one

T h e E a r l o f G u ilfo rd p r e s e n t s t h e A s s o c ia tio n o f M e n o f K e n t a n d K e n tis h M e n 's tr o p h y f o r T e r 
r i to r i a l A rm y R ifle S h o o tin g t o S g t. W a l t e r T h u n d o w , c a p t a i n o f t h e w in n in g te a m —H .Q . Coy.,
4 B u ffs (T .A .).
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company managed it so well that their march finished
near their own homes, so they kept their own beds aired,
but still they were all out “at first light” the next morning.
Skills— Battalion Level

The Battalion Skills weekend was carried out on
29/30 August at St Martin’s Plain Camp. The patrols
this time were sent out at intervals and in different direc
tions and unknown to the patrols an enemy was in opera
tion to liven things up a bit. This makes for more
interesting training, especially for the enemy in position
waiting for the patrol to arrive. After a short sleep reveille
came too early (don’t tell me there is no reveille these days)
and all fell upon breakfast, prepared by the Quartermaster,
Capt. Fred Griffiths, and his cook, Cpl. lies, assisted by
C /Sgt. John Shuman and Sgt. Frank Drury. The food
was of a very high standard and we are waiting to see at
how much per head it will work out. Is the Quartermaster
just one of the 40 thieves or the other 39? This is all
part of the build-up for the Brigade Skills Rally in Sep
tember. To all our competitors the very best of good
fortune.
The Wanderers Return

Capt. R. A. Pilcher is rejoining the Battalion after
a spell on the Territorial Army Reserve of Officers as his
business commitments have eased and he can spare the
time to join us once more in T.A. activities. Welcome back
and we are most delighted to have you and the benefit of
your experience.
Blue Eyes

C.S.M. D. Mills, our P.S.I. of A Company, has had
the good fortune to be selected to go with the Queen’s
Own Buffs contingent to Denmark for their Tattoo and
Exhibition and we are wondering just how it came about.
Perhaps it is because he is a brilliant conversationalist
or some eaten up by jealousy would say he has the gift
of the gab, but we know that he will show the Regiment
off at its best. Have a good time, Sergeant Major, and we
look forward to receiving the sample of a side of Danish
Bacon.

these notes with him as he made such a good job of it
with the Battalion.
The guests at the dinner with him were Major Hugh
Tennant, Training Major 5 Buffs, and Capt. Ron Baker,
Training Officer 4 /5 Queen’s Own Royal West Kent
Regiment. Col. Donald Dean honoured the occasion, as
also did Lt.-Col. John Tilleard, and we were very pleased
also to welcome John Bellamy, Chris Cole and “Moggie”
Catt. With three training Officers, including Major John
Davison, one ex-training Major and one Deputy Com
mander of the Brigade we are rather apprehensive as to
what future training was cooked up during the courses.
Thank goodness seagull eggs were not on the menu
or we are certain that cliff climbing would have appeared
in the next Forecast of Events, under the guise of Com
mando Training.
Many thanks. Major Lees, for all the good work you
gave to the Battalion during your tour with us, and we
are all behind the words Lt.-Col. Willows said to you on
Saturday night when he expressed our best wishes and
thanks. We trust, Capt. Baker, you found your way round
Garrison Hill early on Sunday morning, but if you did
not all the blame rests on the shoulders of Major Davison.
Who Is The Bandmaster?

This is the question when our Bandmaster has his
father to stay with him. On Saturday night, during the
Officers’ Mess Guest Night, the Bandmaster was called
to speak with the Commanding Officer, and before he
could get back to the Band his father had taken over the
baton and was conducting away merrily. It seems as if
beating time runs in the family as the Drum Major in the
1st Battalion is a brother of our Bandmaster.

“Made It”—R.S.M.

The above remarks were received on a card at the
Battalion Orderly Room this week from R.S.M. Peter
Newman. The picture on the other side was Land’s End.
After much thought and A.A. planning R.S.M. Newman
left Canterbury for a trip to an undecided destination
towing a caravan. His idea was nothing too ambitious but
to ramble through the countryside, like the pedlar man in
his caravan, but in the private hope that he would put a
large number of miles on his car speedo and get some
where definite. He made it and now he is on his home
ward way, answering to the call of the Canterbury Bells.
Training Majors Convention
Officers* Mess Guest Night

On Saturday, 29th August, the Officers’ Mess dined
out Major Duncan Lees, who has recently relinquished the
job of Training Major to the Battalion. He leaves to take
up an appointment in Aden with the Press Relations Office
and it is a pity that he did not take the job of compiling

M r. E d w a rd C la rk e , se n . (le f t) , w ith h is son,
B a n d m a s te r E d w a r d C la rk e , 4 B u ffs (T .A .).

(P h o to : K e n tish G azette)
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5th BN. THE BUFFS (T.A.)
U G U ST is always a quiet month and this year has
proved no exception. The Brigade Training Con
ference has yet to come and sunshine, cricket and the lure
of the sea hits attendances very hard indeed. September
and October are, by contrast, a busy period with classifi
cation taking priority over other things.

A

Obituary
The tragic death of Pte. Arthur George Jordan,
during the course of his employment with British Railways,
was a great shock to us all and a loss to B Company and to
the Battalion. After war-time service in the Royal Pioneer
Corps, Jordan joined 410 Coast Regiment R.A. (T .A .) in
1952, and transferred to the 5th Battalion in 1956 when
the unit was re-formed. H e was a stalwart member of B
Company and was never happy unless he was working
away in the Company stores. Our deepest sympathy to
Mrs. Jordan and the family. The Commanding Officer,
W .O .I (R .S.M .) A. G . Parker,
W .O .II Dunstall
and members of B Company attended the funeral.
Regimental Sergeant Major
W .O .I A. G. Parker, M .B.E., has now joined us and
is very much caught up in the whirl of things. There has
been tim e to welcome him at Battalion Headquarters and
at his first W eekly Conference; brief visits to Companies
have been fitted in— so that he w ill at least know where
the T .A . Centres are to be found! And then he w ill be
off to Copenhagen the day after the Brigade Skills Com
petition. H e may be assured of a warm welcome and we
look forward to seeing more of him in October.
Territorial Efficiency M edal
Congratulations to Sgt. H . E. Joy, H.Q. Company,
on the award of the Territorial Efficiency M edal.
Remembrance Sunday, 1964
It was a great honour for the Battalion Band to have
been invited to play for the Annual Remembrance Day
Service and is probably the first time a Territorial Army
Band has played in the Cathedral. T he day was a
memorable one from our point of view, although not
without incident, and the Adjutant seemed a trifle preoc
cupied all day. The Beating of Retreat by the Battalion
Band and Drums provided a fitting close to a splendid
occasion.
Visitors
Brigadier D . H . Gwilliam , M .B.E., Commander 133
(K ent and Sussex) Infantry Brigade, and Major John
Cornell, the Brigade M ajor, visited Battalion Headquarters,
A , B and H.Q. Companies on 31st August. It was very
nice to see them both; the Brigadier was able to m eet Mr.
Parker and hear at first hand of the adventures of the 1st
Battalion.
Another visitor this month was Lt. Kevin Corcoran,
of the 5th Battalion The Lancashire Fusiliers, who
brought news of Major Peter Evans. Lt. Corcoran is now
living in Kent and we hope he w ill be doing some training

with us in the near future. Was it coincidence or something
a litde more organised, that resulted in his meeting Major
B ill Baddeley in the M ess? In any event his training w ill
be done with A Company at Ramsgate.
Training
Although all P .S .I.’s have been away on leave, train
ing has continued although with the counter attractions
of the beaches and cricket, attendances have been rather
depleted. The opportunity was taken to have a Support
Weapons Weekend at Lydd, which was very successful—
even to the extent of the Assault Pioneers showering the
Training Major with gravel from one o f their better
bangs! N ot to be outdone. Major B ill Baddeley had an
exciting, if noisy, day at Arpinge when the teams for the
Brigade Skills Competition fired off the 2ins. Mortar,
3.5ins. Rocket Launcher and the Energa.
Sights are set for the Brigade Competition and we
hope we can achieve a good result. The final instruction
has been published and, as someone was heard to remark,
the Competition w ill go off as planned in spite of all the
administrative detail!
Prospective Officers
W e are fielding no less than five candidates for the
next Command Selection Board and the following have
our best wishes for a successful outcome to their inter
views:—
Cpl. Collyer, L /C p l. Bates, Ptes. Gore, Sims and
Woods.
The Adjutant is already thinking in terms of mem
bers for ± e next audit board and the standing committee
of Camp Orderly Officers are expected to view the future
with optimism.
Post Camp Recce?
Majors B ill Baddeley and Colin Gower have
temporarily deserted their Companies for the charms of
Hatherleigh, Devon, to judge by a scurrilous postcard
received by the Commanding Officer. Future pay and
travel claims are being scrutinised with some care!

4th/5th BN. THE QUEEN'S
O W N ROYAL WEST KENT
REGT. (T.A.)
F these notes are on the short side this month it is not
because we are trying to help the Editor to save space,
though we are happy to do so unintentionally, but because
we are reporting on the holiday month of August. Train
ing continued, of course, but on the usual reduced scale
for the tim e of year, and it consisted largely of prepar
ation for the various annual competitions.
For instance, C Company at Sevenoaks reports that
it spent the weekend of 22nd and 23rd August in that
way. There was driving at Mereworth, followed by a
cross-country march in pairs over a distance of about 12
m iles, and there was also an opportunity to practise
watermanship in an assault boat on the Medway. The
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crew had the C.O. and two of his children as spectators,
and at one stage it appears they were grateful for a little
help from the audience.
A Fam ily Occasion at Tonbridge
At the end of August the battalion had a welcome
visit from an officer of an allied Regiment of the
Canadian Army, The Queen’s Own Rifles of Canada.
The visitor was Lt.-C ol. “Red” Johnson, a member of
the Canadian Army Liaison Staff in London. He brought
with him a gift for which we are very grateful, a shield
bearing the insignia of his regiment. He presented this to
the C.O., Lt.-C ol. P. N . Elgood, and in future the shield
w ill hang in a prominent position in the T .A . Centre at
Tonbridge. Lt.-C ol. Johnson was entertained in the mess
by the C.O. and other officers of the battalion after the
presentation, which, like the visit itself, was enjoyably
informal.
The Anglo-Danish Tattoo
Just before these notes were written we heard that
the C.O. was going to Copenhagen in mid-September as
administrative commandant at the Anglo-Danish Tattoo,
and that W .O .II G. Levett was going with him from
Tonbridge. They are due back on 10th October, and
doubtless we shall hear all about their adventures in due
course. They were part of a team drawn from both the
regular and T .A . battalions of the regiment.
N ew s in Brief
nPH E R E are persistent reports that we may soon see
A the results of Lt. Lewis Tizard’s efforts as an
amateur designer of regimental dress. Some of us have
seen his sketch of a stable belt, having two narrow stripes
of light blue on a background of royal blue and having
a regimental badge on the buckle. In the not too distant
future it appears that officers and members of the band
may be allowed to wear belts of this design.

BEANEYS—
You'll find us in Military Road

•

— 23 bus passes the door —

G T. ROY M EAD and some enthusiastic helpers from
the specialist platoons at Southborough have given a
smart new look to the club room at the Speldhurst Road
T .A . Centre. They have also acquired a fearsome display
of historical military “cutlery,” ranging from the kukri
at one end of the scale to a specimen of the enormous
bayonets attached to British Army rifles at the tim e of
the Zulu wars.

S

.Q. Company has welcomed back an old friend who
was misguided enough to leave it for a while— Sgt.
L. Howell. He has quickly got back into the swing of
training with the Assault Pioneers. In August he and
some others blew up a few obstinate and ancient tree
roots for grateful Kentish farmers. In this way they
practise simple demolition technique and earn local good
w ill.

H

G T. W. LOCKE, the Q.M. Clerk, who has been in
T .A . uniform longer than many of us have been
alive, has re-engaged for another year in the T.A .
Quartermasters come and go, but B ill Locke goes on for
ever.

S
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F. R. BEANEY
34 & 35 MILITARY ROAD - CANTERBURY
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N the department of happy coincidences it is worth
recording that the nearest hostelry to D Company
headquarters at Penge is the “Queen Adelaide.” Adelaide
was Queen when the 50th became the Queen’s Own in
1831.

I

EYES RIGHT "

THE BUTCHERS FOR THE
GARRISON SINCE 1921
(ex-Buff)
•

ETW EEN them Lewis Tizard and the Quartermaster
(Captain J. E. Grubb, M .B.E.) have now finished
putting the regimental silver room in order at Tonbridge.
The room also contains some miscellaneous relics which,
with the silver and other articles stored or displayed at
Tonbridge, embody a great deal of regimental history.

B

____

DRY CLEANING
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N E W S F R O M THE C A D E T

BATTALIO NS

BY THE CO UNTY COM M ANDANT

AVING tasted the pleasures and rigours of Dart
moor, Sherwood Forest and Stanford Practical
Training Area, during the last three years, Kent Army
Cadet Force came home for Annual Camp, 1964.
St. Martin’s Plain may lack the wonderful training
areas and facilities of previous years but it is a good
camp, solid, dry and comfortable—and near the sea. The
training areas, though limited, are adequate and the pro
gramme for 1964 was designed to meet the circumstances.
Last year, with the whole of the P.T.A. at our dis
posal, the emphasis had been on county training, leading
up to two 48-hour inter-battalion exercises. This year it
was back to individual training, under Regimental and
Battalion Commanders, adventure training, games, sport
and boating.
I think it is fair to say that it was a good camp—
thoroughly enjoyed by the great majority. The weather
was kinder than it might have been and, except for one
terrible night which is best forgotten, the bivouackers had
no worse problems to cope with than gnats and mos
quitoes.
There were those who craved for the more adven
turous training of 1963 and those who said they were
looking forward to Dartmoor, again, next year; but you
cannot please everyone.
Feeding, generally, was good. There certainly were
complaints (each appeared to be investigated by about
five officers—mostly of field rank), but the majority
could be put down to the simple fact that healthy young

H

boys, spending 16 hours of each day, and some nights,
out of doors, have appetites which would horrify their
mothers—and, I hope, did when they got home.
One unhappy accident marred the fortnight and we
all send Cadet Cox our very best wishes for a speedy
recovery. No hospital patient could have asked for more
visitors.
My lasting memory of my last Camp will be the
number of Generals and other senior officers who visited
us! I seemed to have spent, in retrospect, much of my
time awaiting their arrivals. All, though, were most wel
come and we much enjoyed their visits. I hope they, in
turn, were rewarded by what they saw. It is, of course, a
great compliment to us when the General Officer Commanding-in-Chief and the Director of the Territorial
Army and Cadets visit us personally and we are grateful
to them for sparing us so much time. General Grimshaw
and Brigadier Gwilliam, our Affiliated Formation Com
mander, came to see us as did also the Chairman and Sec
retary of the K.T.A. and our own Chairman and past
Commandant, Brigadier Saunders.
Getting back to our Generals, the visit of the Deputy
Colonel, The Queen’s Own Buffs, gave us special
pleasure. It was almost entirely due to him that The
Queen’s Own Buffs’ Shooting Cup was instituted, and first
shot for, last year, when Brigadier Gwilliam deputised for
him. It was fitting, therefore, that General Talbot should
be present on Hythe Ranges this year, to see it shot for
again. After a very exciting final between 2nd A.C.F. Bn.
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C o lo n el A. R . H . W arin g ', K e n t A .C .F. C o m m a n d a n t, w a tc h e d t h e e x e rc is e , a c c o m 
p a n ie d b y M a jo r J . G. C ooper, C.O. 2 n d B u ffs, T r a in in g O fficer C a p ta in N e w m a n a n d
R .S.M . H . B . M a sso n .
( P h o to : K e n t M e ss e n g e r)

The Buffs, who had come over from their camp at
Wouldham, and 2nd A.C.F. Bn. The Queen’s Own, the
holders, it was retained by the latter and re-presented by
the Deputy Colonel.

2nd A.C.F. Bn. The Buffs, who went, for the same 14
days, to Wouldham Bridging Camp. Many of us went
over to see them and they were obviously in good heart
and doing some worthwhile work.

2nd A.C.F. Bn. The Buffs had, however, won the
Hayley Cup in the morning, so honours were even. Full
results appear below. To conclude the day, the Kent
A.C.F. Regt. R.E. challenged 2nd A.C.F. Bn. The
Queen’s Own for quite a different sort of pot but just
failed to win it. I hope that “Poole’s Pottie” will now
become an institution, until it is finally shot to bits!

I must end this report on a personal note for this
was, most regretfully, my last Camp. I envy my successor,
whoever he may be, for he will be taking over a very live
concern. No-one could be unimpressed by the enormous
keenness and enthusiasm of the cadets; it was a tonic to
be with them. The officers’ and sergeants’ messes both
have the “feel” of good regular regimental messes—and
I cannot pay them higher compliments—they reflect the
greatest credit on all concerned. The County Staff really
ticked and I believe even the Regimental and Battalion
Commanders will agree with me!

Our last General was the Hon. Colonel of 1st A.C.F.
Bn. The Queen’s Own, General Hounsell, who came to
the Officers’ Cocktail Party and toured his battalion
lines. He is always a welcome visitor. Three other Hon.
Colonels also came to see us. Col. Merlott-Chitty, of 2nd
A.C.F. Bn. The Buffs, who spent some time on Hythe
Ranges watching his battalion win the Hayley Cup, Col.
Eason of the Kent A.C.F. Regt. R.E., and Col. Cremer,
of 1st A.C.F. Bn. The Buffs. We so much enjoyed seeing
them all.
This year’s “swinger” from the County Camp was

Apart from paper-work, I have really come to the
end of my tour but I have one order still to give. It will
be an interesting experiment, as the order is both im
proper and irregular. It is to the P.M.C. of the Sergeants’
Mess to invite me, from time to time, to visit them in
Annual Camp. It is, anyway, their own fault—they should
never have presented me with that Trophy last year.

384

A p ro u d m o m e n t fo r c a d e ts o f 1 st A .C .F . B n . T h e B uffs, w h o m o u n te d g u a r d f o r th e
v is it o f G e n e ra l T . H . B irk b e c k .
( P h o to : K e n t M e ss e n g e r)

Queen’s Own Buffs’ Shooting Cup

Hayley Cup
Inter-Unit Shooting Trophy

1 ACF Bn RWK
2 ACF Bn RWK

2 ACF Bn RWK

1 ACF Bn Buffs
2 ACF Bn Buffs

12 ACF Bn RWK
2 ACF Bn Buffs I

3rd: 1 ACF Bn RWK; 4th: 1 ACF Bn Buffs.

Unit
L 2 ACF Bn Buffs
2. Kent ACF Regt.
R.E....................
3. 2 ACF Bn RWK
4. 1 ACF Bn Buffs
5. 1 ACF Bn RWK

Grand
1st 2nd 3rd Total 1st 2nd 3rd Total Total
60 53 48 161 59 50 50 159 320

58
45
54
49

45
50
32
37

47
49
47
48

150
144
133
134

53
44
54
47

45
50
23
43

42
41
51
24

140
135
128
114

290
279
261
248
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NEWS FROM THE BRANCHES
ASHFORD
U R monthly meeting was opened by our Chairman,
Mr. G. Skinner, by asking all members present to
stand in silence to the memory of Mr. Joe Blake, who
passed away on 17th August, 1964, also to Mr. Ted
Stace, who passed away on 31st August, 1964.
The Chairman thanked the members for attending,
and representing the Branch at the Crematorium.
The usual business then followed. Included in the
correspondence was a letter from Mr. B. Hogben, Rams
gate Branch, thanking our member, Ben D avies, for his
effort in running the treasure plot on the Reunion Sunday,
which was the highest money taker of the afternoon. Our
members felt that everything was w ell organised for the
day, and no complaints. The return march was made
easier with the presence of a sergeant of the Chelsea Pen
sioners joining our ranks, who, no doubt, inspired our
members. Also we were pleased to see Mr. Fred Green
who had travelled up from Eastleigh to be present, with
his wife. After the Reunion our members enjoyed a
country drive, which was a pleasant journey, and so ended
yet another happy Reunion day.
A letter was read from Mr. B. Apps, who is in
W illesborough Hospital. W e send to him our best wishes
and a speedy recovery to health again.
A collection of 3 0 /- was made, which is to be sent
to Lt.-C ol. E. V. Argles to purchase some bottles for the
S.S.A .F.A . Christmas market at Tunbridge W ells on 21st
November, a worthwhile cause.
An item of interest was mentioned at the meeting;
on looking through a book form of the “Dragons” for
1928, the forming of the Branches was made known.
Ashford Branch was formed first in late 1926, London
Branch being formed in January, 1927, with 283 mem
bers. Then followed the formation of the Branches, Dover
in 1927; Weald, March 1928; Medway, M ay 1928;
Chatham, May 1928; Isle of Thanet, Ramsgate, Novem 
ber 1928; Canterbury, December 1928; Sittingbourne, November 1928; Hythe and Folkestone, Decem 
ber 1928. Col. Finlay, then Regimental Secretary, stated
at the forming of the Canterbury Branch in December,
1928, that there were nine Branches of the Association,
excluding Canterbury, and Ashford Branch was the oldest
Branch.
Mr. Ted Stace joined the 4th Bn. The Buffs C
Company in 1939 and after serving at Dover and Can
terbury, went to France and was captured and served
the remainder of the war in a prison camp. H is health
had been failing in the past year. H is employment was
on the railway.

O

Mr. Joe Blake joined The Buffs from the Fusiliers in
1915, and was then Sgt. Shoemaker, serving in France
till 1918. Later he saw service in many parts. On his
release he became recruiting officer in 1929 at Hounslow,
M iddlesex, and later at Ashford. He was Chairman of
the local Old Contemptibles’ Association for many years.
Best wishes to all.
A.C.M .

CANTERBURY
[E monthly meeting for August was held on Friday,
the 28th, at Leros T .A . Training Centre when, for
various good reasons, no doubt, the attendance was much
smaller than usual, only 15 members being present. An
attempt is being made by the committee to restore atten
dance at meetings to its normal average, or increase it;
and it is to be hoped that members w ill co-operate.
In the absence of the Chairman, the chair was taken
by the Vice-Chairman, Mr. A. Allen, with the Secretary,
Mr. Les Pain, “present and correct,” complete with, if
you please, his tape recorder! H ’m! Wish I had a like
machine to record the business of the meetings, as much
of what was said was inaudible to me. N o! please, mem
bers, do not all stampede in a dash to get me one!
Apologies for absence were received from Col. R.
Reid, Major P. Ransley and R .S.M . P. Newman.
News of invalids was to the effect that George
( “Pop” ) Thom by was still putting up a brave front,
despite his 90 or so years. The Secretary, who is also
the W elfare Officer, gave notice that Sgt. Hunt (W hitstable) was gravely ill and that he had visited him, taking
along a box of fruit. Les certainly takes his office seriously
and the thanks of the Branch are accorded to him.
Letters of thanks were received from Col. R. Grace,
the Regimental Secretary, conveying his appreciation of
the efforts of those members who worked to make the
Reunion the success it was. It would be invidious to single
out any one person for special mention. W ith reference to
the Reunion and Service, it was deplored that this, the
“home” Branch, could not muster a larger contingent on
parade from Howe Barracks and back. Although it was
not voiced at the meeting, some members felt that Howe
Barracks was too far distant for most ex-members, most
of whom are in the “sere and yellow” of their years. I
might mention that transport was to be provided for those
unable to make the return visit to Howe Barracks. It is
my duty to record the pros, and cons, regarding the par
ade, and while one member deplored the fact that many
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ex-members of the Regiment were to be seen en route,
wearing their medals and badges, with no intention of
taking part at all in the proceedings, another whispered
that seats in the Cathedral were filled by officers, with
practically none on parade. How say you, sirs?
At the meeting members were notified that at the
Armistice Ceremony in London, blocks had been allotted
at the Field of Remembrance. Block No. 27 had been
allocated to The Buffs, The Royal East Kent Regiment,
while Block No. 28 was for the use of The Queen’s
Own, Royal West Kent Regiment.
The Annual General Meeting of the Regimental
Association will be held on 31st October, 1964, at Regi
mental Headquarters, 3.30 p.m.
The Branch meeting closed at 9.10 p.m. (approx.).
It is with regret that we record the sudden death of
Mrs. Florence R. Evans, widow of the late Col. “ Bill”
Evans, of honoured memory, whose decease occurred on
8th February, 1963. Mrs. Evans, a member of the Ladies’
Guild, died on Monday, 31st August, 1964, and a service
was held at the Garrison Church on Monday, 7th Sep
tember, at 1.45 p.m.; afterwards at Barham Crematorium.
Our sympathy is extended to Phil Evans, a member of
our Branch, and to Zola Christine Galvin, son and
daughter respectively.
Congratulations to Col. J. Tilleard, formerly C.O. of
the 4th Bn. The Buffs (T .A .) for four years, and who
was a recently-elected Councillor in the City of Canter
bury, upon his appointment as Deputy Commander of
133 Infantry Brigade (T .A .).
Finally, we wish bon voyage to M ajor Duncan Lees
upon his departure to Aden on 21st September. The
Major, who was until recently Training M ajor with the
4th Bn. (T .A .) at Canterbury, was a regular member at
our meetings. We can almost imagine his smile turning
Aden into Eden— but he will have to smile hard; the 1 /4
Buffs were there almost half a century ago!
Oh! just an afterthought. The Regimental Office
seems rather deserted this week, with the Regimental Sec
retary, together with Mrs. Mancroft and Mrs. Knight,
enjoying La Dolce Vita, leaving Mr. Kennard to “hold
the fort” ; but as Mr. Kennard said, he has the “assis
tance" of Col. Grove! Any comment. Colonel?
Having said which, it but remains for me to end by
sending best wishes to all Branches and all Buffs.
A. H. BERRY.
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FO L K E ST O N E A ND H Y TH E
nn W E N T Y -F O U R members were present at the August
A meeting held at the T.A. Centre on Friday, 14th
August. Col. R. O. Pulverman was again in the Chair.
Apologies were received from Brigadier R. F. Parry, Mr.
Bryson and M r. Raply. The Chairman then welcomed
and introduced M ajor-General C. H . T arver to the
Branch. He promptly joined the Branch and purchased
a new badge. We extend a very warm welcome to the
General and hope to see quite a lot of him a t our future
meetings and functions.
A letter was received from Ben Hogben, of the
Ramsgate Branch, thanking all helpers at the Canterbury
Reunion. M r. Wickens, our Hon. Secretary, asked if he
could hand over the duties of Invicta Correspondent, as
he was finding the job too much in addition to Secretary.
As a volunteer could not be found the Chairman asked
members to think about it, and give an answer at the
next meeting.
A very good muster indeed turned up at the Can
terbury Reunion and we are all very proud that no one
could be persuaded to take advantage of the transport
up St. M artin’s Hill. It’s a true saying that old soldiers
never die. I rather think it was the thought of the “ re
freshment” when they arrived at the top of this hill that
kept them going.
The Branch again turned up in good form with their
Standard, to assist the Elham Branch of the British
Legion, in the laying up of the old standard and the
dedication of the new, on Sunday, 23rd August. A won
derful afternoon and a beautiful rural setting. T he parade,
the church service and the tea afterwards were greatly
enjoyed by all.
In conclusion, we all hope to see Mrs. Raply back
again with us by our next meeting and also a few more
of our good ladies.
F.W .
LO N D O N (B U F F S )
UR usual monthly meeting was held at The White
O
Swan on Saturday, 15th August, 1964. All the
Senior Officers of the Branch were on holiday so it was
suggested that Mr. George Streames be invited to take
the chair as, owing to his impending departure to U.S.A.,
it would be his only chance to perform in this office. He
was supported by Eddie Gould as acting unpaid VicePresident.
George said how very pleased he was to be accorded
this honour and proceeded with the Branch business. The
Minutes were read, confirmed and signed; there were no
matters arising.
All members present expressed their appreciation of
the R.H.Q. Staff for the excellent arrangements made
for Remembrance Day and it was decided that a letter
be sent to the Regimental Secretary thanking him and
his staff.
It was also suggested that the parade of “The Past”
should be dismissed at Longport in future. This will be
put forward at the A.G.M.
From the correspondence it was decided to earmark
a sum of money to provide six bottles of “something”

for Col. Argles for the S.S.A .F.A . W inter Market, also
the tickets for raffle were sold.
W e have received an invitation from the London
Branch Queen’s Own to a Social Evening on Friday, 30th
October. This invitation has been accepted and members
are requested to let us know by 17th October at the
latest if they intend to be present.
As always in August, this was a short meeting, and
there being no further business the m eeting closed at 8.20
p.m.
M r. Billings would like those members who have
been invited to the 6th Bn. Dinner on 10th October,
to let him know if they intend to be present.
Mr. A. E. Grant is to be our Branch representative
at the opening of the Field of Remembrance by Her
M ajesty Queen Elizabeth, The Queen M other, on Thurs
day, 5th November. Further details re our Service at our
Regimental Plot w ill be published later.
Mr. H. J. Scott has in hand the arranging of a
Buffet Supper/Dance on Saturday, 21st November, at a
hall in Streatham. The cost is 2 5 /- per head, which
includes everything. Members of other Branches who wish
to attend w ill be m ost welcome.
Chirby and Edith W atts celebrated their silver wed
ding on 5th August last. Our belated but sincere good
wishes to you both and now off on the next 25.
And on that happy note we must close with best
wishes to all Queen’s Own Buffs.
DAN.
P .S. Albert Sharpe is making wonderful progress.
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LO N D O N (Q U EEN ’S O W N)
U R meeting held on 28th August was surprising be
cause of the large number, 39, that attended. Nor
m ally, July and August are our worst attended meetings,
and we usually are lucky to have 25. Such attendances as
our last two are reminders of the continued spirit of
comradeship and loyalty to our regiment, and it certainly
warms the hearts of the Committee.
Our insistence on commencing at 8.15 p.m . has paid
dividends. Those who want to leave early have plenty of
tim e to waffle after the meeting and still catch their
trains, and the main business is never in debate until
some tim e after the opening of the meeting.
There was much correspondence to be read through
on this occasion, several letters of interest, and the warn
ing of the meeting at R.H.Q. in October, when the darts
question w ill be debated. Our members have been asked
to send in their suggestions by next meeting.
It is with regret we learned of the passing of
“Jewwy” Edwards, not to be confused with Arthur “Boer
War” Edwards. Through Mr. W . McGann, we were in
formed he had passed away in a Waterloo Hospital. I
tried to get in touch with Jewwy several tim es, but could
not succeed in prising a reply from him. He had not
attended the Branch for a couple of years and it was
thought he had moved away from the district.
In his heyday, the ’20s’, Cpl. Edwards was a very
fine lightweight boxer of the era of Joe W edge, Bill Brew
ster and Tubby Adams, never being the greatest, but
always rated very highly. W e stood in silence in his honour.
I know there are readers in other Branches who knew
and respected “Jewwy” and this w ill be a shock to all.
The Branch is grateful to Col. E. S. (T im ) Kerr
for his notice in Invicta in respect of Col. A. K. Grant.
The latter w ill not be forgotten by any who served with
him. It was interesting, too, to hear from Major R. R.
Brown, our oldest member, who knew Col. Grant very
well, and gave me news of which I was not aware, in
respect of his “First War” days.
A most interesting visitor to the Branch this meeting
was the twin brother of Robert Hanson, our Zoo house
keeper member. Both the Hansons were serving in The
Queen’s Own together, were Officers’ M ess waiters, and it
was difficult to tell them apart, unless one knew them
well. Bob’s brother now runs a hotel in Worcester and,
in addition to m eeting old friends of his days in India,
was thrilled when he found that Joe Banks, with whom
he had “mucked in” for five years in a P.O.W . camp,
was on parade. His visit was “made” and we now have
another firm supporter. We are grateful to the Hansons
in more ways than one for their visit.
W e are pleased to know our friends of the Buffs’
London Branch w ill be our guests on 30th October next,
just for a drink and a general natter. We are hoping that
in tim e we shall regard this as a Hardy Cup affair— to
meet each other in a drink or two home and away. W e
might even have a game of cribbage. I hope our members
w ill turn up in goodly numbers to meet our friends who
were so kind as to invite us last year to their home ground.
To those who do not receive Invicta there w ill be
plenty about this in the Newsletter. The Branch would
like to thank Lt.-C ol. M ike Grove for his very speedy
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welfare action, in respect of two of our invalid members,
both very deserving cases.
I note that there w ill positively be no more reunions
in the old Barracks! I wonder!! Having spent tim e as a
R .Q .M .S. in that dear old square of trees, nines for the
Ninth Light Horse and all that jazz, the number of times
I was informed the local bus company, a well-known
transportation company and a building firm, etc., were
taking over our barracks, ran into tens— it never happened
— hasn’t happened yet— so please, please do not be so
sure. Let us of The Queen’s Own Royal W est Kent Regi
ment be of good cheer and be optim istic in our hopes that
next year we shall again be back.
Busty Cannacott, a very well-known member of our
Branch, gave away his second daughter to Mr. Geoffrey
Brown on 29th August last. It was a very pretty wedding
at Hunton and let’s hope happiness attends the young
couple always. There were many ex-Queen’s Own mem
bers present, and I hope the Branch may benefit from my
meeting them at the wedding. I shall be charged for
space soon. M ore next month.
TH E SPID ER .
RAM SGATE
A V IN G sent off my August notes just before Re
membrance Sunday, I was unable to include any
report on the day, although I managed to get in my
appreciation of the help I received from my own and
other Branches. The support for the entertainment and
especially the raffle was excellent and very much appre
ciated and I must thank members of my own Branch for
their support, especially all those who gave up their
afternoon to fold up raffle tickets.
Once again we had an excellent turnout on parade
which this year was commanded by our Chairman, Mr.
E. Castle. Some remarks about him on parade are unprint
able, but apart from his eagerness to join the Branch
ahead of ours, his command was very good. We did,
however, miss seeing Major Harry M artin at the head of
our parade.
Of the parade and service, there can be little or no
criticism , and everyone was unanimous in their praise of
the musical side of the service presented by the 5th
Battalion Band, and also their Retreat Beating.
Thanks to the Home Counties Brigade D epot we
were able to go “back home” after the service and enjoy
ourselves, and, for once, I have had no adverse reports
about the bar, so the delegates at the A.G.M . w ill be
excused my annual moan at least for this year—thanks
to the members of the 4th Bn. who carried out this un
thankful job; in all, apart from a few minor points, I
am sure this Reunion was one of the best we have had for
several years. M any thanks for the arrangements to our
Regimental Secretary and his staff.
Being on holiday, I regret I was not able to attend
our August m eeting, but from my spies, I hear about 20
members attended and after a short business meeting,
at which the introduction of “Bat and Trap” into the
Branch was discussed, Jim Hawkins led a short “Bingo”
session.
A t a Committee meeting held on 17th August, the
final arrangements for our Annual Dinner were made. The
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Dinner w ill be held at the Granville H otel on Saturday,
14th November, at which we would welcome visitors
from other Branches. Tickets 1 5 /- each.
We are very sorry to hear of the accident to Col.
John Clarke, of W eald Branch, and hope by the time
these notes appear he w ill have recovered completely.
I suppose that for most of us the holidays are either
ended or nearing the end and various sizes of grindstones
loom ahead. W e trust everyone has enjoyed this lovely
summer weather and close wishing the best of luck to
all Buffs— everywhere.
BEN.

SANDWICH
NCE again another Reunion has been held and is
O
now only a passed memory and, as the years roll on,
one begins to miss more and more the old fam iliar faces
of the Old Brigade and our parade gets smaller. Members
have passed on or are a little feeble in their old age and
cannot make the journey. However, we were very pleased
to have with us on parade our eldest member, 91-yearold Mr. W. F. Spicer, who keeps remarkably fit.
Our new members unfortunately do not swell our
ranks, being members of the T .A . they attend with their
unit. We were very fortunate in having a nice day and
were very pleased with the improved arrangements at
Howe Barracks and thank those who were responsible.
We also think Ben deserves a medal for his effort and
congratulate him on the result.
Following the Beating of Retreat, which we all
enjoyed, we boarded our coach for a country tour via
Denton, the Warren and into Folkestone, where we stayed
for 45 minutes, before returning via the Elham Valley to
Barham, where we took refreshment at The Duke of
Cumberland and then made for home via Nonington and
Eastry, arriving home about 8.45 p.m ., thus bringing to
a close a lovely and memorable day.
Our monthly General M eeting was held at the D rill
H ill on Tuesday, 1st September, 1964, at 8 p.m. ViceChairman Mr. A. E. Beecham presided and 10 members
were present. The meeting opened with the usual
moment’s silence, followed by a welcome given to Mr.
Beecham, who has not been able to attend the meetings
recently owing to the illness of his w ife, who, we are
pleased to say, is now home again and making slow but
satisfactory progress. Mr. Beecham thanked the Branch
for their kind letters which they both appreciated very
much.
The M inutes of the previous m eeting were read and
adopted. Apologies were received from Mr. A. Bundock
who, we regret to hear, is on the sick list again. Included
in the correspondence was a letter from (Ben) Mr. J. R.
Hogben, in which he thanked the Branch for their raffle
prizes for the August Reunion, which was a great success.
An invitation was received from the Sandwich
Branch R.A.F.A. to attend the Battle of Britain Service
on Sunday, 20th September, at 10.45 a.m ., and was
accepted. In a letter from the S.S.A .F.A . County Hon.
Secretary, Lt.-C ol. E. V. Argles, an appeal was made for
help in the sale of raffle tickets and the donating of
bottles for their stall at Tunbridge W ells on 21st Novem -
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ber. The tickets were soon disposed of and promise made
to support the bottle stall.
R.H.Q. gave notice of the arrangements made for
the Field of Remembrance, 1964, at W estminster Abbey
and invited Branches and members to place orders with
them if they so wished. R.H.Q. also gave notice of the
4th A.G.M . to be held on Saturday, 31st October, at
3.30 p.m ., and the agenda for the meeting.
N .B . W ill members please note that starting from
6th October, 1964, our monthly General M eetings w ill
commence at 7.30 p.m . T his, we hope, w ill avoid our
country members having to rush off to catch their bus
home before the business of the meeting is finished.
5113.
SITTIN G BO U R N E
HE monthly meeting was held at the D rill H all,
Crown Quay Lane, on 2nd July. The chair was taken
by our Chairman, Col. D . J. Dean, V .C ., O .B.E., T .D .,
D .L ., J.P. Apologies were received from Col. J. E. W ills,
M ajor Jarman, Captain A. Gracies, Major Johnson, Mr.
W . H . Mount and others on holiday. In spite of that we
had a good attendance, in fact, it’s encouraging to see
such a good number.
First item was Canterbury Reunion. A coach w ill be
leaving Sittingboum e at 9.30 a.m. and naturally we are
looking forward to meeting old friends and a good day
at Canterbury. Mr. Coster then received his membership
card from the Chairman. N ext item was concerning Holy
Trinity Church. Col. Dean suggested that as the Branch
Standards are hung in the church, we should make a
grant of £ 2 /2 /- towards the heating system to help the
target.
Col. Dean then read the message from 4th Battalion
Buffs for Sunday Remembrance. T he matter of S.S.A .F.A .
tickets was brought up but put off until the next meeting.
Col. Dean would give the two putters and Mr. Louch
would bring the others along so we are looking forward
to a good game of clock golf.
Sgt. Bassett sent apologies from members of the
T .A . who were on parade and on holiday, which were
accepted by Col. Dean and all members present. After
which was a lull whilst B ill Sinclair took the raffle tickets
round, and in walked Bob Russell and you can guess what
went on between the two of them. The raffle prize was
given by Mr. Louch. It was drawn by Col. Dean and
won by Mr. Hudson. The total raised was 1 8 /-. This
brought us to the end of our meeting.
Thank you to the U .D .C . for the Dragon in flowers
at Court Hall, M ilton Regis, to commemorate 50 years
4th Buffs T .A . going overseas. Also we should like to
thank Mr. and M rs. Russell for the gifts they have given
for the raffles to help funds.
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Marines Branch of Cape Town, now in England in con
nection with the Tercentenary of the Royal Marines. As
our old friend Mr. Adams, who many of us have now
met, w ill shortly be returning to South Africa after his
holiday, the two w ill be re-establishing contact in Cape
Town when they both get back. Captain Taylor sends
his best respects to all members of the Branch.
Also at the Royal Tournament members of the
Branch met Captain Richard Lea, who has returned from
the M iddle East, pending a posting to the Regiment in
British Guiana.
W e are pleased to report that our President and
Chairman attended the Reunion at Canterbury. As a
matter of interest, it was exactly 50 years ago that our
President marched from Canterbury to Dover with the
4th Battalion the Queen’s Own and he is still going strong.
In conclusion, w ill all members please note that
meetings w ill be held on the third Thursday in each
month commencing from the 17th September.
H.A.
W EALD
HENTY-TWO members attended the Remembrance
Sunday parade, a number which compared quite
favourably with other Branches who are not scattered over
such a large area as The W eald. We were all very1 sorry
that our President, Lt.-C ol. John Clarke, had not suffi
ciently got over his accident to lead us, and we sincerely
hope he w ill soon be about again.
Everybody, I think, was very pleased to be back in
Howe Barracks again and the arrangements that had been
made were greatly appreciated, especially the foresight
of some member who arranged for a coach to be at the
bottom of St. Martin’s H ill on the return jomey— an
arrangements of which some members on parade took full
advantage.
Amongst those on parade we had representatives
from Cranbrook, Tenterden, M atfield, Sutton Valence,
Goudhurst, Sissinghurst, Orpington, but we would liked
to have seen many more. I am sure there must be many
members of the Regiment living in The W eald who, if
they once made the effort, would thoroughly enjoy this
Reunion with old friends and that it would then become
“A M ust.” Naturally in some years one meets more old
friends than in others but there is always someone, so
it is hoped that more “old Buffs” w ill make a real effort
next year to be present.
To the 1st Battalion who are carrying out such an
unpleasant job we send our best wishes for a speedy
return and also to all other Branches.
N.G .W .
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TO NBRIDG E A N D TU N BR ID G E W ELLS

11th BN. THE QUEEN’S OWN

AV IN G returned from leave, which was entirely
official, despite rumours to the contrary, I am again
settling down to writing reports. The monthly meeting
of the Branch was held at the T .A . H.Q. at Tonbridge on
Wednesday, 19th August. Our Chairman reported that
he had been in touch with Captain Taylor, of the Royal

EPTEM BER, sometimes called the “Campaigning
M onth,” is with us and there are few of us who do
not have vivid recollections of other Septembers . . . .
1916— Flers, 1917— Tower Hamlets, 1940— Battle of
Britain . . . and, the last three years, our own Annual
Dinners. In fact, by the tim e these words are read, this
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year’s will be an event of the past; let us hope that it,
too, will be something memorable.
W ith Len Dawson over in Ypres taking his turn as
“W arden” at St. George’s Church and other sources of
Association news probably holiday-making, the “IN ” file
is almost empty, so these notes must of necessity be
brief and we must not waste space if we have nothing to
say. However, the Dinner Report next month will make
up for it.
We are pleased to record that the misunderstandings
resulting in our having no marker, etc., at the Maidstone

Reunion in July have been explained by those involved
and regrets duly expressed, so honour is satisfied.
It was nice to see that General Oliver was able to
attend the Regimental Tent at Maidstone Cricket Week
(with his A.D.C., Pte. Jenkins). One hopes that his stay
in England will have been long enough to enable him to
be with us at the Dinner. We remember with pleasure
and gratitude his tenure of the Colonelcy of the Queen’s
Own.
R.O.R.

NEWS FROM THE LADIES’ GUILDS
LO N D O N
M E E T IN G was held at the W hite Swan, S .W .l, on
5th September, Mrs. Foster Hall in the chair. The
Minutes of the previous meeting were read and signed.
Correspondence: Mrs. Annan.
Regrets: Mesdames Smith, Annan, Coley and Bill
ings.
The Chairman welcomed all members and hoped
they had enjoyed their holidays. The programme for the
coming months was announced— a musical evening in
October; a bring and buy sale in November; a trip to
the Palladium in December. We are very grateful to Mrs.
Foster Hall for getting the tickets for us. We shall not

A

be holding a meeting in December or January.
It was proposed that a letter of thanks be sent to
Canterbury re the arrangements for Remembrance Sun
day, members agreeing it was a great improvement on
previous years.
Mr. and Mrs. Calton sent their thanks for the good
wishes received when they moved into their new home
in Canterbury.
We were very pleased to have Mrs. Temple Hirst,
Brigadier Foster Hall, M ajor Duffy and Mr. W atts with
us during the evening. Raffles realised £ 3 /1 0 /6 . This
being all, the meeting closed.
M .J.D .

FOREMOST FOR FORD

T e l: REG EN T 5915

HOGG,SONS&J.B. JOHNSTONE
L IM IT E D

M I L I T A R Y and C IV IL IA N TAILO R

HAYNES
| BROTHERS LTD

MAIDSTONE

AND B R E E C H E S M A K E R
ASHFORD ROAD — TEL. 55726 (7 lines)

35 SACKVILLE STREET

3

Kent's First

Main Dealers

LO N D O N
Specially Appointed to The
Queen's Own
-

Buffs, The

r

n
THERE

IS A N

Royal Kent Regiment -

ORDER FORM
Also holds special appointments to many other
Regiments, and is extensively patronised by
Officers in every branch of H er Majesty’s Service,
both at home and abroad.
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K e n tis h G a z e tte , 9 S t. G e o rg e ’s P la c e ,
C a n te rb u ry .

H o n o r a r y E d ito r , In v ic ta , O ld I n f a n t r y B a r r a c k s , C a n te r b u r y
A d v e r tis in g A g e n t s : S e rv ic e N e w s p a p e rs L td ., 67/68 J e r m y n
S tre e t, S t. J a m e s ’s, L o n d o n S .W .I.
W h ite h a ll 2504

ORDER FORM
The use of this Order Form w ill greatly assist in the despatch of your requirements. A ll items will
be sent post free.
T o: R .H .Q ., The Queen’s Own Buffs, The Royal Kent Regt.,
Old Infantry Barracks,
Canterbury, Kent.
Please supply me with the following: —
R a te

Q u a n tity
ASHTRAYS
U n b r e a k a b le g la s s w i t h Q u e e n 's O w n B u ffs c r e s t
BLAZER BADGES
Q u e e n ’s O w n B u ffs
.........................................................
T h e B u ffs
..............................................................................
T h e Q u e e n ’s O w n R o y a l W e s t K e n t R e g im e n t ...
CAR BADGES
Q u e e n ’s O w n B u ffs c r e s t
..............................................
T h e B u ffs c r e s t
...................................................................
T h e Q u e e n ’s O w n R o y a l W e s t K e n t R e g t. c r e s t ...
C H R IS T M A S C A R D S
( S ta te d e ta ils o f R e g im e n ta l c r e s t re q u ire d )
Q U E E N ’S O W N B U F F S
BU FFS
R .W .K .
1964 T y p e
..............................................................................
1963 T y p e
..............................................................................
1961 T y p e
..............................................................................
D IA R IE S , 1965
W a lle t, in c lu d in g d i a r y re fill
...................................
L e a th e r ( f a s t b o u n d ) w i t h p e n c il
........................
R e fill f o r w a lle t ...................................................................
H IS T O R IE S
T h e Q u e e n 's O w n B u f f s .........................................................
T h e B u ffs
1704 -1814
.............................................................................
1814 -1914
..............................................................................
1918-1948
..............................................................................
S h o rt H is to r y 1572-1948
..............................................
T h e Q u e e n ’s O w n
1881 -1914
..............................................................................
1920 -1950
.............................................................................
S h o r t A c c o u n t, 1756 -1956
..............................................
1st. B n . in T h e G r e a t W a r ..............................................
JO U R N A L
IN V IC T A — s u b s c rip tio n f o r 1 y e a r (fro m J a n ., ’65)
C O L O U R S P R E S E N T A T I O N P A IN T IN G
C o lo u re d p r i n t m o u n te d o n w h ite b o a rd . P r i n t :
9 x 23 in c h e s. M o u n t: 15 x 28 in c h e s ........................
S H IE L D S — f o r w a ll d e c o ra tio n
Q u e e n ’s O w n B u ffs c r e s t
............................................
T h e B u ffs c r e s t
...................................................................
T h e Q u e e n ’s O w n R o y a l W e s t K e n t R e g t. c r e s t ...
T IE S
B u ff a n d b lu e , 1 in. w id e s t r i p e s ...................................
B lu e w i t h 1 in. w id e b u ff s tr ip e s
........................
W ALLETS
D a r k b lu e l e a t h e r w i t h Q u e e n ’s O w n B u ffs c re s t.
c o m p a r tm e n ts f o r T r e a s u r y n o te s , s ta m p s , etc.,
c o m p le te w i t h p e n c il a n d re p la c e a b le d i a r y ..............
W R IT IN G P A P E R
Q u e e n ’s O w n B u ffs c r e s t
L a r g e p a d s 7 in. x 9 in.
..............................................
S m a ll p a d s 41 in. x 7 i n ........................................................
E n v e lo p e s to m a tc h w ith c r e s t ...................................
L A N Y A R D S — R e g im e n ta l p a t t e r n
........................

£

s.

d.

4 /9
2 7 /- & 46/6
4 6/6
46/6
28/6
28/6
28/6

10/- p e r doz.
7 /- „
„
7 /- „
„
21/6
7 /6
5 /3 /3
5 /5 /5 /3 /5 /6
6 /6
1 /6
5 /18/42/2 8/2 8 /2 8/1 5/1 5 /-

21/6
5 /4 /1 /9
10/9
TOTAL

I enclose cheque/P.O . to the value of £
Account.
Signed
Name in BLOCKS
Address

s.

d. made out to Queen’s Own Buffs General

