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Editorial
A momentous year, during which
The Buffs will have become a
* proud memory as a regular Army
Unit after three hundred and eighty-nine years.
We have a glorious heritage, which will be con
tinued by our Territorial battalions and strength
ened by our amalgamation with a younger child of
equal glory, The Queen’s Own Royal West Rent
Regiment. On the 1st March The Queen’s Own
Buffs, The Royal Kent Regiment, will be born, to
take an honoured place in our history. We extend
to all ranks of that regiment our good wishes for
the future, sure in the knowledge that it will uphold
the cherished traditions of two of the finest regi
ments in the British Army. Veteri F rondescit
Honore.
*

*

*

The Town and Urban District Council of Ash
ford are presenting to the 1st Battalion a set of four
silver-mounted drums, which will be accepted by
Lieut.-Col. Richard Dendy at a ceremony to be held
at Ashford on the 22nd February. This expression
of goodwill will be very much appreciated and will
make a valuable addition to Regimental property,
and of which we shall be very proud.
*

*

*

In many cases the Secretary of the Past and
Present Association receives letters of grateful
thanks from recipients who have received grants
from our Benevolent Fund. It is most gratifying
to know that there is something we can do to
alleviate distress amongst members of the Regiment.
We thought it would be of interest to readers to
know of these appreciations and on another page
we publish two of the many letters we receive.

mbafl xoaolbbiM arlT
Major F. W. Tomlinson has resigned the Chair
manship of the Sandwich Branch and been
succeeded by Mr. A. Ledner. The Association, and
particularly the Sandwich Branch, owe a debt of
gratitude to Major Tomlinson.for his many years of
help in guiding Branch affairs, and we are glad, to
know that he will still retain his interest, having
been elected President.
.. A. -7.V.3 .Q.H ,..H.O.A.£
*

*

*snnl liJrifj sd iliw

Personalia
HE Colonel of the Regiment and Mrs.
Boucher have asked, us to thank their many
friends who sent sucj^Jcipjd messages during
the General’s illness. They have appreciated these
thoughts so much. It is nice to know that the
General was able to go home a couple of days
before Christmas, and, although he is making
progress, it will, of course, be some time before his
health is fully restored:’ °J
iXi0X„ot Y-fiSV trani no hmrlw swali
(q1 bafsl joins aniphitfe b vd hrlanw.
Our very sincere congratulations to Brigadier
J. G. Nicholson on being made C.M.G. in the New
Year Honours List. We were pleased to see at the
same time that Captain O. Biikin, Director, of
Music R.E.M.E., had been made M.B.E. Many
will remember him as Boy Birkin with the 2nd
Battalion Band at Bordon, then under command
of the late Lieut.-Col. A. B. Thomson, m. b.e.

T

*

*

*

Congratulations also to Major A. H. Catt on
promotion to Field rank. Also to Miss Gillian
Connolly, daughter of Brigadier and Mrs. J. F.
Connolly, on her engagement to Mr. Gordon
Richards. An appropriate name in view of her
father’s interests!
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Major H. R. Gatehouse has been appointed
G.S.0.2 in the British Commander-in-chief’s
Mission to the Soviet Forces in Germany. His
address is BRIXMIS, B.F.P.0.45.
*

*

*

*

Dear Sir,
My husband and I thank you very sincerely for
your lovely Xmas gift which came in very useful
at the right time.
We send you our very best wishes and hope for
the continued success of The Buffs.
Once again thanking you very much.

*

We express our sympathy with the family of
Lieut.-Col. S. W. Cranfield, who died at his home
near Faversham in his 92nd year. He served with
The Middlesex Regiment. His son, Lieut.-Col.
Miles Cranfield, served in The Buffs and will be
remembered by many of us.
*

9 Midhurst Road,
Hampden Park,
Eastbourne.
3H/ December, 1960.

*

Among the many Christmas cards we received
in the Past and Present Association and Editorial
Office we were very pleased to receive one from
Mr. Sydney Constantinidis, Liaison Officer in
Greece after the late war, with the 1st Battalion.
It was also nice to receive a letter of thanks for our
Christmas wishes from the President and members
of the Canadian Buffs Association.
*

Correspondence

Yours sincerely,
(M rs.) A. C. Bishop.

No. 6282366, ex-Cpl. E. Bishop.

*
*

Brigadier T. H. Spear is serving in Germany with
the Council of Voluntary Welfare Work with H.M.
Forces. His address is C.V.W.W. Committee,
B.A.O.R., H.Q. C.V.W.W., B.F.P.O. 15, where he
will be until June.
*

*

*

*

44 Norman Road,
Whitstable.
26th December, 1960.

*

We are sorry to hear that Mrs. Selway has been
in hospital for treatment to her back, but we hear
that she is making good progress and will soon be
home.
*

It was a great shock to us all to hear of the
serious motor accident to Colonel and Mrs. Rodney
Hews whilst on their way to Yorkshire. Their car
was hit by a skidding articulated lorry, from which
there was no escape. They were taken to Dartford
Hospital, where latest reports are that they are
making progress. Mrs. Hews received head
injuries and a broken knee-cap, and was un
conscious for 36 hours. Colonel Hews had a
broken leg and three broken ribs, as well as facial
injuries. Their small daughter, who was with them,
was cut about the face. The car was completely
wrecked. We understand that they will be moved
to the Kent and Canterbury Hospital as soon as
possible, and we should like them and their relatives
to know that we are thinking of them.
L ater : Colonel Hews has now been moved and
Mrs. Hews will follow in a few days.

*

Dear Sir,
Many thanks for your letter of the 23/12/60,
which we received Christmas morning. The
contents certainly made the day for us, both the
news of the car, and the generosity of the Associa
tion towards us.
My thanks to the Past and Present Association
for their generous and prompt assistance.
May 1 thank you personally for your kindness
and attention.
Best wishes to you and your family in the New
Year.
Yours sincerely,
V. A. D avis
(6289208).
[Mr. Davis served with the i.sV Battalion in the
Western Desert, and is now receiving a 100%
disability pension. The Ministry o f Pensions has
provided him with a small motor car, and we were
able to help him to build a garage.]
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1st Battalion
S last month’s notes went
to press, the Battalion
was proceeding on leave
after their return to Shorncliffe from Germany. The
“ main body” remained in this
happy state until December
28th, with the exception of the
N ational Service element,
which after an average of two
weeks away came back to
keep the barracks warm. Dur
ing this short period, there
were Lance-Corporals and
Privates holding key appoint
ments, and very admirably did
they carry out their tasks.
There were two highlights before Christmas, the
traditional dinner and the Carol Service held in
the Garrison Church. While the dinner was as
usual greatly enjoyed by all in the normal manner,
the latter was something which we have not
celebrated for several years. The large church
which Shorncliffe possesses (in fact, the largest
Garrison Church in the Country) was practically
tilled by ourselves and The Queen’s Own. Lessons
were read by a selection from all ranks of both
battalions, Major John Dent, Captain Tom
Williams, and 2/Lieut. Tom Gould representing
The Buffs.
After a four-day Christmas break, the whole
Battalion finally reassembled. Training started
with a bang and many were the officers and men
working off the ill-effects of Christmas pudding by
route marches and cross-country runs, etc.
Inter-company games were re-started with great
fervour, but only, unfortunately, to be frequently
cancelled as a result of typical English weather.
Meanwhile, discussions at all levels have been
held to make the process of Amalgamation the more
smooth. January 9th and 10th will see a general
re-shutfie when both Battalions will move into
their “amalgamated” blocks and offices. Large
numbers of soldiers will be laden down with
equipment and it has been reported that Major
Stuart Squire is to stand outside his new Company
lines recruiting any strangers into his block.
We have been delighted to see Lieut. Bill
Griffiths on vacation from Cambridge, and Captain
Richard Lea from the S.A.S., although we were
concerned to hear of his motor accident with
Lieut. Herbert Bois. Both, however, emerged

A

'

laughing from a completely wrecked car, and are
now none the worse for wear, apart from a few
scratches and bruises.
By the time that the next notes appear, amal
gamation will be almost upon us. We shall already
be amalgamated in all but name and shall be
pleased when the long process of union is finally
complete.
*

*

*

“A” COMPANY
This month saw a greatly reduced “ A” Company occupy
the Company Block, which had now mysteriously acquired
the windows which Sgt. Batchelor had unsuccessfully tried
to find in November.
As most of the Company was on leave, training was very
limited and appeared to revolve entirely around road runs
and walks and Income Tax lectures—the latter being very
capably delivered by 2/Lieut. Tom Gould (whom we suspect
was secretly building up a business on a commission basis).
The end of the month saw us getting our records and
stores up to date, in readiness for our hand over to “ A”
Company, 1st Battalion The Queen’s Own Royal West Kent
Regiment, a move which is due to take place early next
month, and which is greatly looked forward to by us all.
We congratulate Pte. Prescott who was chosen to play for
The Queen’s Own Buffs Football Team.
Finally we welcome the following to the Company:
2/Lieut. Sykes, Sgt. Batchelor, Cpl. Spillett, L/Cpl. Tumber,
L/Cpl. Barker, L/Cpl. Phillips, Ptes. Amass, Thomson,
Philpott, Riddlestone-Holmes, Watson, Winterbottom,
Brandon, Daley, Duffield, Fallon, Hennessey, Jane,
Huskinson, Erridge, Farrant, Lovell.
At the same time we are sorry to lose through postings,
Sgt. Bishop and Pte. Williams.
*

*

*

“B” COMPANY
The Company has now all returned from leave and an
excellent time, in spite of the weather, seems to have been
had by all.
‘•
Before we went off for the Christmas break the Messing
Staff cooked us a most delicious Christmas dinner, in fact,
it is rumoured that some people managed to struggle
through no less than three helpings.
We have just said “Goodbye” to two of the Company
Regulars who have decided to try civilian life, namely
Ptes. Sharp and Adams. They will both be missed and in
particular, Adams will be missed on the football field and
basket ball pitch, where he had represented the Battalion
on several occasions.
Several reinforcements have joined us from the Depot
and we offer them our sincere welcome.
On January 9th, in order to facilitate the eventual business
of Amalgamation, we join up with “C” Company of The
Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment up in Moore
Barracks. We leave behind our Company Commander,
Major R. A. Stratford-Tuke, who is to be the Company
Commander of the amalgamated Support Company, and
C.S.M. P. J. Floyd who will shortly be going to the 5th
Battalion after a stay of over two years with the Company.
L/Cpl. Rawson the Company Clerk and Pte. Sharp also
leave with the Company Commander to go to Support
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Company. Whilst 2/Lieut. Court and his batman, Pte.
Jones 18, move to H.Q. Company, and C/Sgt. Kay is to
become Colour-Sergeant of the new “C” Company. We
know that all of them will look back with happy memories
of-their time with “ B” Company 1st Battalion, The Buff's.
Our very best congratulations go this month to Cpl.
Hough who got married during his leave. You never can
tell with a dark horse! Congratulations to Pte. Emery who
also joined the ranks of married men.
Now the time has come for “B” Company, 1st Battalion
The Buff's to close down, but we know that all the members
both past and present will be carrying on in their new
employments the good traditions that have always been
this Companies proud boast.

Since* the last notes were published, several new faces
have joined us, namely Ptes. Tidbury, Naylor, Evans,
Heard, Shuttlewood, Broome, and two Moores. To whom
we extend a hearty welcome and hope that their stay with
us will be enjoyable.
Several members of the Company have cither married
or become engaged during the Christmas leave—to these
our congratulations and best wishes. For further details,
the reader is advised to stay with us and peruse the following
notes from our platoons.
*

*

*

A nti-T ank P latoon

Once again we find ourselves on England’s beautiful
*
*
*
south coast, having left B.A.O.R. with a lot of rejoicing
and from some a little sadness.
We wrote these notes after a festive Christmas and New
“C” COMPANY
Year, some of us it seems wined and dined too well, by the
Since the 2 i/c failed to submit the Dragon Notes for efforts to get into battledress and belts. The one who put
November, we will include the latter part of our stay in on most was our own Cpl. Knight.
Germany in this script.
The platoon since its return appears to have done its
Pte. Cossins returned to us after his long stay at B.M.H., best to see how long a pair of boots take to wear out; our
Rinteln, recovering from a broken leg. Not even the main occupation at present is route marches, assault
nurses could stop him from hobbling on to the boat train courses and general fitness. Not surprising really in view
with the rest of the Battalion.
of the previous paragraph, and seriously, we shall all feel
After the Autumn Exercises we concentrated most of better for it.
our time on the move back, which went very smoothly.
We are looking forward to the return of the Platoon
The month we were back in camp being devoted entirely to mascot, Bill (Reid), and hope that he was with his master
packing, cleaning up, the odd visit to a brewery and steel
works, and with the Company showing their might on the for Christmas.
On the return of the platoon, nearly all sporting large
football field.
powerful motor cycles and the odd car, it was obvious that
With happy feelings the Company boarded the train for we were in for our own parking problems. Mention must
the Hook at Horde Station. Being cheered out by Abu also be made that Friday night the road in front of the
Klea Battery, 45,Field Regiment and the music of the Royal
block is akin to turnout time at Brands Hatch!
Artillery Portsmouth Band.
T/3V0J (jrusm . .
Before closing these notes we should like to offer our
On arrival at Folkestone ip the early morning a very congratulations to L/Cpl. Worsfold on his recent marriage,
quick' disembarkation was carried out, everyone paid, and also to Pte. Parkinson and his wife on the birth of a baby
the Company away for a well-earned leave bylunch-firhc.
daughter. Well done, Alan. Last of all, congratulations to
Some members of the Company returned before others Cpl. Giles on his Unit Fire N.C.O.’s Course. We gather
who came back in batches just after. All seemed to have that from now on we will be doing fire drill in lieu of gun
enjoyed themselves and are now looking forward to the drill)ii /y urij Jq trid .
festive time of New Year’s Eve. .
bsfifite gninieTT *hol(?m 3 Z’? uy\ y[{
We shall soon be settling dowmin our new accommodation
noni b its 2130100 arfU srsw vfljsrn bn
, •
Assault P ioneer P latoon
and will in time welcome new members from, the 11st Bat-? o
/d g m b b u q 2 M D 2 niLj> to zioafB-m m...
talion R.W.K-. to the Company. We hope not too many of,
The Platoon has now. firmly established itself at Shornthem bring motor cycles or cars, as come Friday eveing, the cliffe, following its return' from Germany and Christmas
rush is like the start of Brands Hatch. We would suggest leave.; The Company has become very P.T. minded and
Pte. Finch puts a silencer on his bike, and thus stops'it from road runs, route marches are well to the fore, during one
sounding like a tank on Soltau
Ranges:J
,.
tfgnrqluiT
gJnrn rteriJ
1on rlgnoarfi of which vve made quite a name for ourselves by getting
lost/:3;Ofi3w flgflgfia looiqyf lo Jlijr'37 £ ?.r> bPlbonq-j
Many congratulations to Pte. Brooker on hjs engagement.
May
your.am
future
be a happy
‘IB* orlwy ' ,A'
\yT) _
, We,shortly move to another block and take up serious
tswnveri
tiBnwra
vTr-orone.
Ixmmb evrrl
aicfugaB
We welcome to the Company, Sgts. Simmons, Jephcott-: training,.in, the form of a Cadre. Despite the complaints
and Cpl. Mula from the Depot. There are also many from‘our less athletic types, it’s nice to be back in Kent,
more personnel we welcome to the platoons, the names, aifd the week-ends Urc very much appreciated.
o j r n 5 v o f n !Iiw ?a \
would be to many to publish. May your stay be a happy
J-9T
.aaoffto bn*
orij
ujqeu Jf«J rnou -u uomot wtsn alnomoaioimsi lu w -y
flitw fiwob
Finally, “C” Company would like to.; wish, a prosperous
ubsl od
21SID I02
New
members of
Company.
fjsrSj
F bu£ Jnamqiupt
" Year to all past
saTsTsTajSst
oj the
ramp
in
nO
erlj ;o yfiisqmoD )" rliiw qu nioj aw ,noiji;mugfnm A to
Since our return from the Ruhr, the completion of which
oiooM ni qu iriamig^JI )ru*sjX u*jW fiy/off nwO eta$t)uQ
took place early in December, with the arrival of the rear
.TODnsmrrioD ynnqmoD *mo briidsd avua! aW .gjtaariiiff party
at Shorncliffe, the home comers were very sharply
chased away on some well-deserved leave.
The few remaining days of our Company as such will be
The majority of the platoon reassembled on December
remembered for.the comparative luxury of a “Sandhurst”,: 28th, With the exception of the few individuals, who, having
block, alas, only too soon we move to more lowly quarters been on duty during the festive period, were enjoying their
in Ross Barracks to form the new Support Company; -j, >;-y. “freedom’s, .lsvawoii ,r!ioH .<toS nod'isH ingi I
[2641;
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By all accounts a very happy Christmas was had by all
concerned, and it is obvious that L/Cpl. Offen and Pte.
Hedger suffered structurally as a result!
Having now shaken off the effects of this most enjoyable
time of the year, in itself no mean achievement, we have
got down to concentrating once more on the serious side
of soldiering, and have been kept fully occupied with a
variety of training which has included route marches,
assault courses, and patrolling. So far as the patrols were
concerned, these were carried out in typical English weather,
and much credit to all three groups for a spirited effort
which left everyone looking more like ducks than soldiers.
It is rumoured that as a result L/Cpl. Dangerfield has
sprouted webbed feet.
The accommodation in which the Platoon is dwelling
is very comfortable indeed, and is without doubt far superior
to some occupied by other Companies.
Support Company of the new Regiment is to be housed
in “Sandhurst” block and this looks most promising indeed.
As far as the married members of the Platoon are concerned
they have settled down in their respective abodes, and
I dare say the facilities enable the Platoon Commander to
bath in comfort after his antics with the wash bowl whilst
on exercise in Germany.
Congratulations to Sgt. Jordan for having taken the
“fateful” plunge on December 17th. And it is confidently
predicted that the “ Mrs.” will soon have him house-trained,
though some may be of the opinion that it’s “flogging a
dead horse!”
During the latter part of the month, Pte’s Jordan and
Fox had a narrow squeak in Jordan’s jalopy, and Fox is
still suffering from shock.
We hope to see him back with us in the very near future,
though, he himself might not feel as excited about the event.
We take this opportunity of expressing our sympathies to
Cpl. Worthy and his family on the tragic loss of his father
recently.
Finally, we bid farewell to Sgt. Lockwood, who is leaving
us to take up a period of office with the “Terriers” at Deal.
We wish him all the best in his new appointment, and all
members of the platoon a happy New Year.
We sign off with the profound hope that by next month’s
edition, we, and our friends from the other side of the
fence will have settled down, and we are all looking forward
to a year packed with plenty of interesting activities
together.
*

*

*

HQ. COMPANY
Christmas has come and gone, the old year is behind us
and the process of amalgamation draws nearer. As readers
are probably aware, on the 9th and 10th of January, the
physical verging of companies of both battalions takes place.
Until the 1st March, three companies are designated 1st
Buffs and three companies 1st R.W.K. H.Q. Company
are one of the 1st R.W.K. companies, so these are the last
Dragon notes to be submitted by H.Q. Company 1st Buffs.
This is a sad occasion and might be expected to release a
flood of nostalgic memories and stories. Unfortunately,
the writer of these notes is a “Queen’s Own” who has only
been serving with the Buffs for six months and part of that
time with “A” Company, so these notes must of necessity
concern themselves with the more mundane events of the
last month.
Christmas was celebrated on the whole, quietly. Those
members of the Battalion who were not on leave were
served their Christmas dinner on the Thursday before

Christmas. And a very good dinner it was, too. Captain
Williams and the short-handed Messing Staff are to be
congratulated on their most successful efforts. Particular
mention must be made of S/Sgt. Hardwick (A.C.C.), who
was also coaching The Queen’s Own Buffs Football Team at
the same time. Besides being an F.A. Coach he also referees
First Division football matches, so it is not altogether
surprising that with such a talented N.C.O. in charge, the
Christmas dinner was so good.
Good news for 29 members of the Company came with
the new year. They are National Servicemen who will be
released prematurely in March.
The process of amalgamation has meant that some mem
bers of the Company will have a change of employment.
Ten members of the M.T. and eight Signallers will shortly
be in “C” Company, but the majority of soldiers from the
Company will continue in their present employment.
H.Q. Company, 1st Queen’s Own Buffs will be four hundred
strong, but in an overall strength of eleven hundred, perhaps
that figure is about right, and in any case it will waste away
during the year.
The following list shows those senior ranks of the Com
pany who will be filling appointments in the new amal
gamated H.Q. Company:—
C.S.M.
C.S.M. Bryant
Q.M.’s Accn. Sgt.
C/Sgt. Billett
Sigs. Sgt.
C/Sgt. Porter
M.T. Sgt.
Sgt. Winter
Armourer Sgt.
S/Sgt. Lumbard
Pay Sgt.
S/Sgt. Maslen
Sgt. i/c Fitters
Sgt. Arnold
Sgt. Lane, A.C.C. Cook Sgt.
Finally to all past and present members of H.Q. Company
our wishes for a happy and successful New Year.
*

*

*

T he B and

After disembarkation leave the Band returned to Ross
Barracks to settle down in their new home.
Wealthy C/Sgt. Larkin brought in his latest car (Angelica),
which he learned later to be an “Oil addict” .
On the 7th December we travelled to Ashford to play for
the Children’s Christmas Festival. A day later saw the
majority of the Band take the remainder of their leave.
We welcome back to the Band Bdsm. “Andy” Pinkerton
from the Royal Military School of Music and also Bdsm.
Bradley and “Campoli” Matcham, who were at the Junior
Home Counties Brigade Establishment at Canterbury,
prior to taking a course at the Royal Military School cf
Music.
The Band returned from leave on the 28th December
and the same dav moved to Moore Barracks along with the
R.W.K. Band. When we amalgamate the strength of the
Band will be about 70, so a reinforced roof will be required
in the practice room.
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Recruiting News
THE National Service call up ended on 31st
December, 1960. Whilst it is not proposed to enter
into an argument as to the merits or disadvantages
of this, the fact is the Depot converted forty-three
National Servicemen to Regulars in the first nine
months of the year. This valuable source of
recruiting good men is now closed.
The recruiting figures for the Depot from 1st
January to 30th September are given below. On
30th September the Depot closed as far as soldiering
and recruiting were concerned and the Regulars
enlisted into the Regiment for the month of
October were two men and one boy! The Queen’s
Own total for October was six men, thereby giving
a total for The Queen’s Own Buffs of eight men
and one boy—this does not begin to cover normal
wastage.
No amount of pamphlets, posters, packets of
matches, beer mats, etc., will bring in regular
recruits. You, the serving members of the Regi
ment, and you the past members of the Regiment,
are the only really effective recruiters. WHAT are
YOU doing about it?
REGULAR ENLISTMENTS
DEPOT THE BUFFS
1st J a n u a ry , 1960 t o 30th September, 1960

Type o f Enlistment
3 years Type “S”
6 years
.................................................
9 years
.................................................
Re-enlistments from Reserve
..............
Extensions of Service
..........................
N.S. to Regular, 3 years
..........................
N.S. to Regular, 6 years
..........................
N.S. to Regular, 9 years
..........................
Total

...

Total
5
14
15
6
3
f 30
6
*7
86

f Includes 1 for Royal Sussex.
* Includes 1 for A.C.C.

N otes—

1. A further 5 enlistments were later discharged.
2. It is interesting to compare N.S. enlistments
with the two previous years:— 1958, 9;
1959, 16; 1960, 43 (for 9 months).
3. During this period there have been four
medium intakes, i.e. approximately 70 O.R.
each.

The Luck of the Draw
by The Tout
OTIVES and might-have-beens have always
intrigued me and I make no excuse for
speculating on the various decisions which
have shaped our Regiment’s destiny, idle though
that speculation may be. One is, of course,
hampered by lack of information, but the general
pattern that emerges is surely made up of hap
hazard threads whose final influence can seldom
have been foreseen at the time of their stitching.

M

Take the birth of the Holland Regiment to start
with. War between England and Holland had been
brewing up since the autumn of 1664 and was
actually declared in February, 1665. King Charles
knew all along that the Dutch intended to disband
the four English regiments in their pay and he had
been implored by Sir George Downing, his Am
bassador at The Hague, to take them into service.
But he obstinately did nothing about it—until quite
suddenly the discharged remnants, those who had
renounced allegiance to the Dutch, were formed
into a single regiment the following June.
Why did the King change his mind? Maybe the
presence in England of these unfortunates—which
they owed to Downing’s personal generosity—
pricked his conscience, or they may have pricked
it for him by making a thorough nuisance of them
selves, which they no doubt felt they had good
cause to do. Possibly they were helped by a demand
for more marines for the Fleet in this essentially
naval war; but I like to think that a woman was
at the root of the King’s change of heart, and it is
not too far fetched a notion.
When Charles had taken refuge at The Hague
shortly before his father’s death at the scaffold,
Robert Sidney, the Colonel of one of the English
regiments there, made the supreme gesture of
loyalty, offering up his mistress, the lovely Lucy
Waters. (At least, one hopes he did not want to
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get rid of her.) This same Robert Sidney now
appeared in London. What better exchange for a
mistress than a regiment? But there was more to it
than that. Lucy Waters had a 16-year-old son,
publicly credited to the King. This boy (the illfated Duke of Monmouth) bore an absurd
resemblance to Sidney, even to the wart on his
nose. Sidney’s debonair presence at Court was
therefore an infernal embarrassment; he needed
to be not only appeased, but occupied. Thus he
was put to amalgamating the remnants of the four
old regiments, and the result might really have been
named Lucy Waters’ Own.
The next decision which had a vital bearing on
the regiment’s future was made in 1782, when the
county affiliations were made. The Buffs were then
in Jamaica and had not in fact visited Kent since
1748, but the Colonel was asked to state his
preference and as he lived in West Kent (as also
incidentally did Sidney) he presumably asked for
his regiment to be affiliated to Kent. It also seems
fair to assume that the Colonel of the 50th lived
in Kent and that it was on this coincidence that the
destinies of the two regiments became so closely
interwoven. The interesting question is: would The
Buffs have been allotted the whole of Kent if there
had been no other applicant? It seems likely that
they would. Surrey and Sussex got only one regi
ment apiece, though Middlesex got two. The
division of a county appears to have depended on
the number of claimants.
That these county affiliations meant very little
from the recruiting point of view is reflected by the
method employed to enlarge the Infantry of the
Line in 1857. The mutiny by the Indian Army
imposed an urgent need for more battalions, and
without a thought to the recruiting potentials of
their counties, the first twenty-five regiments in
order of precedence were ordered to raise second
battalions. This meant that Kent had officially
to maintain three battalions while Surrey still only
had one (i.e. the 70th). In fact The Buffs raised
their second battalion in Ireland. It was a battalion
of Irishmen.
The raising of these new battalions was one of
those emergency measures which became a
permanent one, and from the point of view of
those senior twenty-five regiments (plus 60th and
Rifle Brigade) it was a very fortunate emergency,
for they alone escaped amalgamation when the
Cardwell Reforms were consummated in 1881.
If The Buffs had had only one battalion then, they
would presumably have linked up with the 50th,
just as the 57th (West Middlesex) did with the 77th
(East Middlesex), and the birth pangs of The
Queen’s Own Buffs would by now be long forgotten.

Or would they? While the two Middlesex Regi
ments were compressed into one, Surrey, which
today at any rate has a considerably smaller
population than Middlesex, though a shade larger
than Kent—Surrey was allotted two regiments in
place of one. It is hard to find rhyme or reason
behind the allocation of regiments to counties,
and there is no telling whether Kent remained
divided (regimentally) by accident or design.
It is of course quite possible that if The Buffs
had needed a partner under the Cardwell Reforms
there might have been a touching reunion with
the 61st, the prodigal son that had been the 2nd
Buffs for the first two years of its existence and
finally settled in Gloucestershire. (The East Surrey
Regiment was made of a similar union.)
Another regiment which The Buffs might have
picked as a partner if the need had arisen was the
one chosen as the 50th’s mate, the 97th or Earl of
Ulster’s Regiment. This match was made on the
grounds of experiences shared in the Crimean War;
but The Buffs experiences there were closer knit
with the 97th, even though all three regiments
served in different divisions. For the 97th and The
Buffs together formed the spearhead of the assault
on the Great Redan, and they alone, it seems, have
reason to remember the day with pride.
Incidentally, has anyone noticed the symmetry
in the new alignment of numbers, 3, 50, 97? The
97th do their climbing with 47 strides at a time.
Unlike their predecessors in 1857, the controllers
of regimental destinies paid no heed to seniority
when they wielded the axe in 1947 and slashed each
regiment to one battalion. The 1st Buffs would
have been due for home service under the Cardwell
System, and so would the 1st Queen’s Own: this
(according to Colonel C. R. B. Knight) was the
deciding factor, and their respective 282 and 191
years of unbroken service were no defence against
the bureaucrats’ assault. These two battalions were
resurrected, in due course, but at the expense of
the two 2nd Battalions, who both have proud
histories of their own. Amalgamation it was called,
but it amounted to sheer annexation—annexation
by a couple of ghosts. It always surprised me at the
time that we had no protest march by dyed-in-thewool 2nd Battalion men. After all, how would the
4th Buffs like it if they were suddenly told that they
were now the 3rd?
So the two units that are shortly to be joined
together are in reality the 2nd Buffs, born 1857, and
the 97th, born 1824—the boys from Limerick and
the Earl of Ulster’s. Glory be, what a mixture;
they’ll be knifing each other for sure!
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OUR COACHES ARE AVAILABLE
FOR PRIVATE HIRE
AT ANY TIME — TO ANYWHERE
★
★
★
★

MODERN COACHES ON MOST REASONABLE TERMS
LET US GIVE YOU A QUOTATION FOR ALL PARTY OCCASIONS
CONTINENTAL PRIVATE HIRE A SPECIALITY. OUR STAFF OF
EXPERTS WILL ASSIST IN PLANNING ITINERARIES
HOLIDAY COACH TOURS IN GREAT BRITAIN AND ON THE
CONTINENT
We welcome enquiries at any “EAST KENT” office or at :—

F AST KENT
ROAD CAR COMPANY

LTD.

HEAD OFFICE, CANTERBURY (Tel: Canterbury 6151)

>) BY APPOINTM ENT TO HER MAJESTY THE Q U E E N

THE BUFFS

| GOLDSMITHS & C RO W N JEWELLERS,

9 ct. gold and enamel
Home £15.0.0

GARRARD & C O . LTD ., LO N D O N

Export £13.0.0

A fine piece of jewellery, artistically
designed, makes a charming gift.
Produced by the house of Garrard
in gold and enamel, a badge brooch
can be a token of lasting value.
Designs and estimates for gem set
brooches are supplied free at
your request. Please address all
enquiries to the military department.

HOME COUNTIES BRIGADE

9 ct. gold and enamel
Home £10.10.0

Export £9.5.0

The Regimental and Brigade Badges
GARRARD & CO. LTD.
112 R e g e n t S tre e t

•

L o n d o n • W ,I
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Crown Jewellers
• Telephone: REGENT 3021 (11 lines)

THE D R AG ON
Congratulations are due to Pte. and Mrs. Wanstall on
the birth of a daughter. Another one for the party next
year!
A grand evening was arranged by the Herne Bay Platoon
on the ninth, when the Bounty was paid out and cheques
were presented to Mrs. R. Tritton, Sgt. W. Thundow and
Pte. F. Holtum for services rendered in their respective
Canteens.
The Company Trophies for 1960 were presented to the
following by Mrs. C. White:—
Best Shot: Cfn. F. Lindridge (for the second year in
succession.)
Smartest Recruit: Pte. A. Wood in.
Inter-Platoon .22 Shooting Cup: Herne Bay, Sgt. W.
Thundow (Captain).
Recruiting Cup: L/Cpl. G. Stallwood.
Attendance Cup: Pte. K. Had low.
C.S.M. Mannering enjoyed himself performing the duties
of M.C. and made the evening go with a swing. He then
left for a well-earned spell of leave, and will be back in theNew Year. A platform for the orchestra and a new Bar were
built by Captain Winch’s engineers. The food, provided
from our own resources, would have fed a hundred more
hungry mouths.
We are now carrying out experiments with pre-packed
dinners in tin foil cartons, which have just come on the
market. We can visualise the day when a chicken dinner
for a full Company could be prepared and cooked by any
one of our “Chefs de Cuisine” without any other assistance.
Care must be taken, however, when using Dinner No. 4,
because the Yorkshire pudding has been known to explode
if the foil is not opened before heating.
On the 18th, as a prelude to Christmas, a Map-Reading
Competition took place in the Dover area. L/Cpl. Stallwood
and Pte. Woodin made very good progress and arrived at
the final R.V. recovering the nose cone of the rocket—dead
on time.
Sgt. G. Wade and Pte. Percival deserve commendation
for marching past the pub, full of young lady hikers, without
straying from the “straight and narrow” .
The winning team secured a bottle of wine per person
and in this seasonal manner we closed down our outside
training for 1960.
Greetings to Buffs wherever you may be and all the best
for 1961.
*
*
*

4th Battalion
T is with regret that we
have to open this month’s
notes with the announce
ment of the death of Pte.
Moore of “C” Company.
Our deepest sympathy is sent
to his parents, relations and
friends on their tragic loss.
December appeared to fol
low the usual trend and it
would seem that the festivities
and social activities have been
fully reported in the Company
notes.
Congratulations to Lieut.
Pat Browne and Miss Mary
Skinner on their recent engagement.
The Officers and their wives dined in the Mess at
Leros on Saturday, 17th December. The idea was
to say thank you to the wives for being so tolerant
when the husbands were away during the week-ends
and on Drill evenings. We must now add a further
thank you to Mrs. Plunkett and Mrs. Woodman
for the delightful floral arrangements.
Training continued in spite of the obvious
distraction caused by the approach of Christmas.
Officers, W.O.s and N.C.O.s were able to attend an
excellent day’s instruction by the Small Arms
Travelling Team at the School of Infantry, Hythe.
Exercise Bloodhound II, a cold weather exercise,
is rearing its ugly head and will, I hope, serve as an
excuse for closing this month’s contribution.

I

*

#

&

“A” COMPANY
December opened with a “Farewell Social” arranged by
Lieut. H. Knowler, W.R.A.C. We are indeed sorry to sec
the girls of the 303 Battalion leaving Faversham and we
are pleased to note that many have joined the mixed Signal
Regiment. Before leaving they presented £5 towards the
cost of our Children’s Party. Taking advantage of the
Seasonal Decorations at Faversham, this was held on the
3rd, and it must be recorded as one of the most successful
ever.
Mrs. Noyes and Mrs. Baston put in a lot of time arranging
the “eats” and once again C.S.M. Percival, Sgt. Noyes and
Sgt. Ellis entertained the children for the evening. 1 am sure
the C.S.M. must have lost a stone in weight putting on his
Clown Act, and I think next year we will have to take them
to the Pantomime to give him a break. Once again all the
food was donated by members of the Company and we
have Pte. Holtum to thank for a collection of nearly £12
from Faversham alone. Father Christmas (alias Sgt. J.
Wade) presented some very acceptable gifts to the 65
children of all ages and plans are being made to collect
more cash and so make the event even more successful in
1961.

“ B” COMPANY
Phew! exercises are over, at least for a time, but lo!
Christmas is here and I do not know which is the worst.
One loses a lot of weight on exercises and gains it at Christ
mas.
November 13th was Remembrance Sunday, and this
Service was well attended by members of “ B” Company.
They moved off from the Drill Hall headed by the Band
of the 4th Battalion, and on arrival at Milton Sports Ground,
the whole Parade formed up into various units and marched
off. “ B” Company was under the command of Lieut. E.
St. J. Brice, and the parade was commanded by Colonel
D. J. Dean, v.c., t .d ., d . l., j .p . Pte. Hudson laid the
Company wreath at the Cenotaph. On reading the British
Legion Journal, 1 was surprised to read that in a number of
towns and villages there were no services held. The people
of Sittingbourne do well in remembering these words: “At
the going down of the sun and in the morning, we will
remember them.” The church was filled beyond its seating
capacity.
The Administrative Inspection is over, and we awaited
the falling of the clanger, but no, it was a good report after
all.
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A Patrolling Exercise was held on 3rd-4th December on
the Downs near Folkestone, and everything was sodden and
frozen: even a rum issue failed to keep the cold out, but
the morale and spirits were high. Congratulations to our
worthy cooks, Ptcs. Shrubsall and Hall. Come what may,
the food was there. Well done!
Bounty was paid out on the 18th December, and all had
smiling faces. Sunday, 18th also saw a large number of our
N.C.O.’s off to Hythe to learn some more mysteries in the
art of instruction.
A Social Evening was held in our Canteen on the 17th
December, to which we welcomed the Sea Cadets and the
Army Cadets. The Regimental Band was present and some
very good music was played, including a large number of
Christmas carols.
Our weather is not very kind to us at present: Rain, Rain,
Rain. We are wondering if there is an end to the Monsoon!
I have heard of a few side bets that the Company Commander
will have to use his boat, which is housed near the Drill
Hall, to get home on a Parade night.
At the moment, the G.P.O. are using the Drill Hall for
Christmas mail, but our attendances are still very high and
parades go on just the same.
Before closing down, I would like to take this opportunity
of wishing all Buffs good wishes and good luck for the year
1961.
*

❖

*

M aidos.

“ C” COMPANY
The writer of these notes still being in a daze after the
lengthy Christmas celebrations, now finds himself very hazy
about the happenings in the world of “C” Company before
the festive season. One or two things still stand out never
theless. The Christmas party for instance at a local public
house, which was a great success after everyone had
swallowed a few “noggins” to warm up. The party un
fortunately was held on a bitterly cold night, but this was
a good excuse anyway for the “medicinal warmers” that
everyone prescribed for everyone else.
A party of N.C.O.’s attended at the Small Arms School for
a day’s training on Instruction and Coaching of firers. A
very interesting day for which we thank the instructors of
the school. Wc also thank them for the introduction to
the new weapons which we hope may be coming our way
shortly.
We managed to get in some training on recce patrols
during the month, and L/Cpl. Smith and L/Cpl. Shorter
took out two such patrols one evening, much to the surprise
of some of the local inhabitants. Both patrols were successful
even though one of the previously planted enemy got tired
of waiting and returned to the drill hall, leaving six men
crawling over the Warren chasing shadows.
We cannot possibly close the notes without congratulating
Lieut. Browne and Miss Mary Skinner on their recent
engagement. Well done, sir.
Finally, a very happy New Year to all Buffs everywhere.
*
H*
#
“D ” COMPANY
A Happy and Prosperous New Year to one and all from
“ D ” Company, 4th Battalion The Buffs (T.A.).
Now that 1961 is really here and reorganisation is nearly
complete (as far as we are concerned) it is time once more to
think of camp and seeing as it is at Castle Martin the more
we think of it tne less we like it, for, except for training, it
is as dead as some of the sheep you see lying around the
place.

Training this year has started very well with a Battalion
Exercise at Wrinsted Court, consisting of patrolling and
defensive action. The weather was quite nice to us except
for being very cold and lots and lots of mud, but apart
from all the discomforts like food and cold and not being
able to sleep we all enjoyed ourselves.
The Drill Hall is just about looking as if it has been
painted and looking quite smart, but the central heating is
a different matter. The plumbers say that as soon as it is
up, they have got to take it down to test it, so roll on next
winter and may be we will be warm again.
Recruiting has gone up by leaps since the last notes, and
we welcome to the Company Ptes. Stephens D., Stephens P.,
Jones, Pentecost, Bailey, Smith, Banks and Boy Postle,
and we hope they enjoy their stay with us.

*

#

*

H.Q. COMPANY
December is always a busy month and preparations for
Christmas seem to take up a lot of time; but nonetheless,
training was not neglected to too great a degree.
A very wet weekend scheme was held with “ B” and “ D”
Companies, but no one seemed to suffer an ill effects. The
M.T. worked admirably, apart from one breakdown at the
end of the scheme and it is hoped that Companies will call
on the M.T. Section for any major moves in the future.
The Signal Section took a great deal of physical exercise
in humping sets and batteries around the countryside, but
were rather disappointed at not meeting any enemy.
The Christmas Draw was successful, being held on the
night of the Social. This was a rip-roaring affair and cer
tainly increased the canteen profits. The decorations were
most effective and by far the best we have had.
A great deal of hard work has been done by various
members of the Company during 1960, and although it
would be invidious to name individuals it should go on
record that their efforts in many and varied directions have
been much appreciated.
Finally, a happy and successful 1961.
*

*

*

West Country Buffs Lunch
at Taunton
Saturday, 29th April 1961
FTER consultation with our Chairman,
Brigadier Humphrey Stronge, the date for our
sixth consecutive luncheon has been fixed
for Saturday, 29th April, at our usual meeting
place, the Castle Hotel, Taunton. Price the same
as before, 17/-. This includes all extras like tips
to the staff, flowers which are designed as far as
possible to be the Regimental colours, and over
heads, but not drinks—except water, which
presumably no-one will want by itself. Before we
parted last year, carried forward on a post-prandial
wave of enthusiasm, everybody promised to come
again this year. If everyone is able to fulfil this
somewhat rash promise it means we have an
immediate potential of 20 starters and your Hon.
Secretary will be spared much anxiety. Never
theless, there’s nothing like putting it in writing,
so will all those stalwarts of last year please write

A

[2701

THE DRAGON
to confirm their intentions as soon as possible—that Readers may recall that the 30th September was the
is to say, as soon as you read these notes in the first day of the floods which first inundated Devon
January Dragon. Address as before: Major R. J. and during the course of October spread to many
Tuke, Little Boredens, Kenton, Exeter. Or if you parts of the United Kingdom, with Kent getting
more than its share at the end. So far as London
prefer to ’phone, ring Starcross 316.
Our venerable Father of the Regiment, Colonel was concerned, the deluge drove nearly all taxis
R. Pearson, has already warned in—and paid! off the streets that Friday evening—though why is
Lieut.-Col. Ted Argles, who has done so much a question we need not answer.
Colonel Eric Gardiner, who raised and com
in the years since the war to cement The Buffs
spirit, says he hopes to come all the way from manded the 9th Buffs during the Second World
Canterbury, which everyone will appreciate. The War, and turned it into one of the smartest bat
West Dorset Branch, that splendid contingent of talions in the new armies, very kindly put me up
the relics of the 2nd Battalion in the now distant for the night. Though he telephoned at least a
Portland days, may be relied upon to send a good dozen garages, not one replied, so we had to make
quota, but may we hope that they will have their our way to the dinner in his own car. After in
meeting in time to decide who is coming in plenty curring a mild reproof from a friendly young
of time this year? Then, of course, we may constable, we arrived a little late. The room was
confidently count on our resident member, Mr. already filled with nigh on 150 Buffs and cheerful
G. A. Breach, who kindly presented us with a voices were making the rafters echo merrily. The
gavel and block for the Chairman a couple of years scene may be crystallized by a slight misquotation
ago, to be present. Lieut.-Col. E. H. Allen, an from The Dynasts:
original member who now lives up-country, also
Within this hall, like sheep a-pen
kindly agreed to come again when we met after
Are packed in hundreds fighting men
the Regimental Dinner. A defaulter last year, a
And Colonels in command . . . .
voluntary inhabitant of Dartmoor, Lieut.-Col.
Indeed, there were plenty of colonels present,
“Gracey” Turner said at the Regimental Dinner
that he hoped to get a ticket-of-leave for this year. many of whom were subalterns in my day, for the
Colonel D. A. Wilkins, from Hindon, is always one war gave good men their chance. There were many
of the first to warn in so we may count on him. majors too, for if one survived long enough, one
Then there is Mr. R. C. Thomas, late of the 1st was almost bound to reach that rank. How
Battalion Drums in the Gibraltar days, who is still different it was in the “piping days of peace” before
doing a bit of useful soldiering on the side, may the war, when an officer would be lucky to attain
be expected from Southsea; and he usually gives his majority at forty when there were only eight in
Captain Sydney Maiden a lift from Swanmore in a regiment. An officer might be a subaltern for
Hampshire. We must have him to write an erudite 17 years! Promotion depended on vacancies.
and witty account of the proceedings. Already, Hence the fervent prayer of keen young officers:
therefore, we seem to have collected the potential “A bloody war or a sickly season!” . But in the
days of purchase, that is before 1870, it was even
of a congenial occasion.
worse unless one had money to buy promotion.
Some of those we may expect to greet again will The great Sir Henry Lawrence, of Lucknow, got
have been present at that historic banquet at the his captaincy at the age of 43, and his majority
Connaught Rooms in London on the 30th Septem at 53. He was promoted on the field to Majorber last year. It was historic because it was the last General at the age of 63 and died soon after from
Regimental dinner of officers of The Buffs. dysentery after relieving Lucknow—and he had
Though in a minor key, our little function at seen more active service than any man of his day.
Taunton this time may also claim to be historic,
The Colonel of the Regiment took his place at
for probably it will be the last solely “Old Buffs”
the
centre table with Brigadier Gerald Nicholson,
affair, as such. Future events, we hope, will be
attended by our brothers-in-arms who have united who was his able deputy during his absence in
with us to form The Queen’s Own Buffs—a noble Washington, on his right. Most of the remainder
and appropriate title for two distinguished regi were able to select their places by the happy project
ments reluctantly married in the reign of our of a plan on which we wrote our names. Being late
comers, Colonel Gardiner and I found that all the
beloved Queen Elizabeth the Second.
seats in the stalls were already booked, so we
As the Regimental dinner escaped notice in last occupied a position on an outer flank. This made
October’s Dragon, if our Editor can spare the space, no difference, for we soon found ourselves in
this seems an appropriate occasion to hark back congenial company, not all of whom one could at
to it and revive a few personal memories of a first recognise. People look so different in battlefunction which has never been so well supported. dress, and the years had rolled by too!
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Across the table sat a very soldier-like figure
wearing a long row o f miniatures, including the
Dannebrog. For a moment we eyed each other
questioningly.
“What’s your name?” I blurted out.
HE Clerk o f the Weather
“Vaughan”, he replied.
has evidently looked at
“Good heavens!” I gasped. “We haven’t met
his copy o f the training
for 25 years, when you commanded the 2nd
programme and decided to hot
Battalion.”
things up for January, 1961,
in readiness for the T.E.W.T.
“N o ”, he replied with a modest chuckle. “I was
and the Battalion Exercise
only the Regimental SergeantrMajor.”
which follow in quick succes
“Only!” I laughed. “Why, you made the
sion in the Wrinsted Court
battalion!”
area. Conditions for the Brig
Well, well! Pleasantries like that are surely
ade Exercise “Bloodhound II”
admissable at a dinner o f old comrades, and most
in our old stamping grounds
people know the gallant story o f Lieut.-Colonel
at Acrise are quite unpredict
Charles Vaughan of the Commandos in the war.
able! Rain is definitely the
Incidentally, he said he would come to the West
order of the day and things
Country Buffs lunch if he could. He will be sure o f
will be just about right by the
a warm welcome if he does.
time we get on the ground.
This was an occasion when the usually im
Major Eric Ransley has now been posted to the
mutable rule, “ No speeches”, which has always
1st Battalion and it is quite a wrench to see him go.
obtained at the Regimental and Dragon dinners,
As Quartermaster, and founder-member o f the
had to be broken. After the Royal toasts, the
re-formed 5th Battalion, he has become somewhat
Colonel o f the Regiment told us about the long
o f an institution and the Battalion without Eric
negotiations which have led to the happy title o f
is rather difficult to visualise; however, these things
the amalgamated regiment. Though the new
must be and we have a very able successor in
regiment loses the Dragon as its crest, in favour o f
Captain George Faulkner, who is now firmly in
the White Horse o f Kent, the Dragon will still
the chair and we know that his stay will be an
appear on two corners o f the Regimental Colour.
enjoyable one. Eric has our very best wishes for
If true tradition were to be maintained, dating
the future and very grateful thanks for all that he
back to mediaeval times, the Horse should be
has done on our behalf. Families will be moving
displayed on the headpiece. But heraldry seems to
later on and so there will be considerable coming
have been thrown overboard for it has already been
and going between here and Shorncliffe for quite
ordained, as all know, that the new-fangled badge
some time.
o f the Home Counties Brigade has to be worn by
Company Commanders in the Battalion have
all the linked regiments. In other days, fighting
brigade and divisional signs were worn on the been re-deployed as from 1st January, 1961, and
sleeve just below the shoulder. No comment. It the new look in the order o f battle is as follows:—
wouldn’t do to foment mutiny in the pages o f the “A ” Company— Ramsgate—Major F. G. Neville,
dying Dragon! Serving soldiers can only suck their
M.C., T.D.
.
teeth and obey orders. Is there any truth in the
rumour that the new regimental march is to be “B” Company— Margate— Major R. P. Wright.
Horsey, keep your tail up ?
“C” Company— Sandwich—Major W. D. BaddeWhilst elbowing round the room after dinner
ley, t . d .
your Hon. Secretary did his best to enlist new
“D
” Company—Dover— Captain G. P. Turner.
adherents for the lunch. One distinguished officer
he met was Brigadier A. G. Kenchington, who went “S” Company— Deal—Captain L. H. W. Daisy.
to the Tank Corps after the First War. We had not H.Q. Company—Westwood—Major C. E. E.
met for 45 years at the Citadel, Dover, where we
Balding, t . d .
both started. One night we. were standing on the
In addition, 2/Lieut. G. Dineley has been posted
turf roof o f the Mess when a Zeppelin flew over
the Channel and was shot down in flames by the from H.Q. to “B” Company as a Platoon Com
Dover batteries. It was a thrilling introduction to mander, the duties o f M.T.O. devolving upon Lieut.
(Q.M.) B. E. Simpson, and 2/Lieut. G. Garnsey has
war.
R.T. joined Battalion Headquarters as I.O.

5th Battalion

T
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Major Bob Tuppen, formerly O.C. “ B” Com
pany at Margate, is retiring and we shall be very
sorry to lose his services. We still hope to see a
great deal of him and his “fading away” will be
accomplished very gradually indeed.
The Battalion Cloth Model Exercise at Westwood
on 11th December, 1960, was attended by all
available Officers and senior N.C.O.s and was
highly successful as well as providing a most useful
grounding in the principle of defence and patrolling
generally. The Brigade Commander was an
interested spectator on this occasion and con
tributed to the general discussion. Later in the
month all N.C.O.s had a satisfying day at Hythe,
when the School of Infantry Touring Team
visited both ourselves and the 4th Battalion to
demonstrate platoon weapons. It was then possible
to actually see the G.P.M.G., that mysterious beast
which intruded into our consideration of the
Company layout during the course of the Cloth
Model Exercise. Apart from a R.E.M.E. inspection
of radiac equipment, which seems to have gone off
without any major atomic explosion, the remainder
of the month has been fairly quiet and given over
to social functions during the course of which the
Commanding Officer entertained members of the
Permanent Staff at Westwood on 22nd December.
Congratulations to 2/Lieut. and Mrs. C. D. G.
Jones on the birth of a daughter, Helene Mary, on
21st December, 1960; both Mother and infant
are doing well but we have yet to discover how
David Jones is faring.
With non-efficients dealt with, the Battalion has
been somewhat pruned of its dead wood. Let us
hope that this will encourage a vigorous growth
during the coming year so that our new look
companies prosper and thrive. Next month will
see the commencement of exchange postings of
members of the Permanent Staff and details will be
included in what will be the last issue of The
Dragons With the arrival of new P.S.I.s our
own internal reorganisation ;will have been com
pleted and sights can then be set forrAnnual
Camp at Gastlemartin, which this year will be from
13th to 27th May. f .gni'iaoD nriBrrmH auonolort
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A fairly quiet month on the whole. These notes, should
begin.with an apology to Major Balding. It was mentioned
iri the notes for last month that'he had'bebfi Awarded the
Territorial Efficiency Medal. <•It should; o f !course, have
been the Territorial Efficiency Decoration,. Major Balding;!
already lias the Medal. .n w c n ^ nii b o n ism si o ld lis iil

Congratulations are also due to 2/Lieut. Jones on the
birth of a daughter. Our best wishes go to Mr. and Mrs.
Jones in their task of bringing her up.
Training has been largely routine this month. The
N.C.O.’s attending training at the Battalion Cadre are
finding it interesting. They had a specially good day at
Hythe with the School of Infantry Touring Team. At a
T.E.W.T. at Westwood, much was learned about the new
Battalion organisation. It seems the Company is going to
have “that lecture” again. The Company’s .22 team is
now ably led by 2/Lieut. Jones, and is showing signs of
considerable improvement. Just how much improvement
has been made we should be able to report later.
On Saturday, December 3rd, a very successful social
was held at the Drill Hall. This was enlivened by a visit
from the R.S.M. Rumour has it that after his antics af
the social, Cpl. Cranney has been prevailed upon to volun
teer for the S.A.S.
The Company broke up early for Christmas, after leaving
our wet canteen very dry.

*

*

#

“ B” COMPANY
Sad news has descended on the Company with the news
of the retirement of our Company Commander, Major
Tuppen, after many years together. He will be greatly
missed and we wish him well.
Our weekend exercise was enjoyed by all, possibly because
the weather was in our favour and mainly, perhaps, the
members of the Company had inner satisfaction by the
hot meal served up, thanks to Sgt. Turner, L/Cpl. Luxton
and L/Cpl. Parker.
News has just been received of the first round of the
T.A.R.A. League Shoot and congratulations go out to
members of the Company team for winning their match
and for scoring most points in the whole league. This
augers well for the future, as the younger shots are shooting
very well indeed.
Members of the Company who attended the School of
Infantry Course at Hythe on Sunday, 18th, found it most
interesting, and look forward to more of these visits.
“C” COMPANY
The close of yet another year is drawing near. With it we
think of the better days passed during our Training Exercises,
also the silly mistakes made (such as having our sights on
the L.M.G. at 200 yards when firing at 300 yards).
Still, the coming year will bring with it new ideas and
weapons with which to sharpen our keenness.
With the passing of 1960, we also have a change over of
Company Commanders, in that Major F. G. Neville, m.c .,
t .d . \yill be taking over “A” Company (Ramsgate), W.E.F.
1st January, 1961. Therefore, before more postings are
sent through I would on behalf of “C” Company wish
Major Neville “Farewell” . We shall say this far better in
the Canteen on the last night. Our new Company Com
mander will,be Major W. D. Baddcley, t . d . from Support
Company (Deal). Welcome, Sir, we arc not a very large
Company, but as the saying goes, “Good things come in
small parcels*. • J
1noipubnoo ?ij ti
Sgt. Hayton J. informed the Company Office that a birth
of a son should be recorded. This makes two boys in the
family, rolLori J 978 more recruits. Congratulations, John.
With the monthly dances going so well our funds are
looking brighter than they have in a very long time. So
being greedy for more, we paid the “Annual Bounty” out
on Thursday, 15th December and promptly opened the bar.
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Some chaps looked amazed at the crisp £1 notes given to
them. The few chaps that did not quality for this present
are now determined to get out of bed on a Sunday to fire
the Annual Range Course. Still. I hope all of our readers
have a happy New Year.

*•

*

*

“D ” COMPANY
Our guardian angel has suggested that Dragon Notes be
written before the Christmas festivities, no doubt he thinks
we will be in no condition to write them in time for publi
cation after the 25th December. The puzzling thing is,
what makes him think that we are in any condition to write
them now? Hie! Hie!
Anyway, “ours is not to reason why . . . .” “Shiny ‘D ’
Company” are doing quite well and have had some good
results in the T.A.R.A. Small-bore Shooting Competition.
Well, at least we are supporting the rest of the teams.
Someone must be at the bottom of the league.
As promised in last month’s notes a full report of Bounty
Night would be included in this edition. Apart from seeing
many old faces on this occasion, the evening went something
like a “Damp Squib”. It is, perhaps, just as well that the
canteen was stocked with Freni!in’s goods on a “No Sale
Return” basis.

H.Q. COMPANY
At the end of December we said goodbye to Major R.
P. Wright, on posting to “ B” Company at Margate, and
wish him well in the rival concern at Victoria Road. In his
place we welcome Major C. E. E. Balding, who comes to
us after a long stay at “A” Company, Ramsgate; we are
sure he will enjoy his stay with us at Westwood. Another
newcomer is 2/Lieut. G. Garnsey, who has joined us as I.O.
2/Lieut. Dineley has gone to “B” Company with Major
Wright and so there has been quite a change round with
Company Officers.
There are changes in the Company, too, and we are very
sorry to say goodbye to Sgt. (D/M) “ Chiefy” Hill, who has
now completed his engagement in the Territorial Army.
The following recruits have joined and are now undergoing
their initial training:—Pies. McNally, Price, George,
Taylor, Thomas, Dumigan, Ladd, Dixon, Bedford J., and
Bedford M., Charlesworth, Chambers and Boy Lord. It
is nice to sec so many new faces and they have our best
wishes for a long stay.
An innovation was the introduction of pokey drill and
quite clearly some of us are getting on a bit! However,
the first set of scores at Lydden Spout should prove the
point one way or the other. We have also had some in
struction on the S.L.R., which was most interesting. There
were, of course, two schools of thought among the partici
pants right away—“Just the job; better than those old
.303 things we have had to put up with . . .” , etc., and from
the older characters, “Ah, not like the good old S.M.L.E.”
and so on. The period went with a swing and stripping and
assembling carried out with considerable enthusiasm. Much
to the P.S.l.’s amazement there were no parts left over
at its conclusion!
The Company held a most successful social evening on
14th December, when we entertained the Darts team from
the Crown and Thistle at St. Peters.
Something to T hink A bout.—Who is the Corporal able
to consume great quantities of jungle juice and not feel the
effects until some twelve days later by bouncing off his
motor cycle?

Coincidence . . . or God ?
IKE a lot of other young infantry officers in
1918, I volunteered for service with the
newly-formed R.A.F., and thus spent the last
six months of that war flying as an Observer with
206 Squadron in France and Belgium. We were
the 2nd Army Reconnaissance Squadron during
this period, and were equipped with DeHavilland9
two-seaters, which had a performance not much
inferior to the best German fighters and carried the
(for those days) heavy armament of three machine
guns, one firing forward through the airscrew
and two to the rear in a twin mounting operated
by the Observer. We were organised in three
Flights, each of six aircraft, and as our reconnaisance and photographic duties required only
one Flight, the other two Flights were employed
on daylight bomb raids.

L

Midsummer found us on a small airfield at
Alquines, between St. Omer and Boulogne, and
we were under canvas. 1 shared a tent with another
Observer, 2/Lieut. W. A. John, who flew with
Captain Matthews, one of the Flight Commanders.
My own pilot was Captain Rupert Atkinson,
M.C., d .f . c ., the Senior Flight Commander and one
of the outstanding and most experienced two-seater
pilots of those days. With the war approaching its
climax we were constantly in the air and sustained
rather heavy casualties, though not unduly so
considering that we carried out all our missions
without any fighter escort. As a result of these
casualties the lucky air crews moved up the leave
roster very quickly, and 1 got leave in August after
barely three months’ active service.
On my return to the Squadron at the end of that
month 1 was saddened to learn that my friend and
tent-mate, 2/Lieut. John, and his pilot, Captain
Matthews, had failed to return from a bombing
raid a few days earlier, when their formation had
been attacked by the crack German fighter Wing
known to us as “ Richthofen’s Circus”, led since
von Richthofen’s death by the subsequently
notorious Hermann Goering. Their aircraft was
last seen going down in a dive with two German
fighters on their tail, over enemy territory a few
miles from the Ypres Salient.
At this time the R.A.F. had a Gentleman’s
Agreement with the German Air Force for the
regular exchange of information regarding missing
aircrews, and it worked so well that in the majority
of instances news of their fate was received within
a month. In the case of Matthews and John,
however, no information was forthcoming and
their fate remained unknown.
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At the end of September, the Second Army
launched their last big attack, breaking clean
through the positions which the Germans had held
for four long years, and were soon pursuing them
into the heart of Belgium. By mid-October the old
Ypres Salient was miles behind our advancing
troops, so one afternoon when the weather was
too bad for any flying, Captain Atkinson sug
gested that a party of us should take a truck and go
on a sightseeing trip to the Salient area, so familiar
to us from the air during the previous several
months. Leaving our truck on the Menin Road
near the famous Hellfire Corner, we walked forward
and spent an hour or so wandering about the
opposing front line positions, littered with the
wreckage of four years’ fighting, it was a scene of
utter devastation, never to be forgotten. In
addition to the abandoned guns, derelict tanks and
battered pillboxes, there were several crashed air
craft which we examined with interest, though none
of them was of our type. Then, just as we turned
to go back to the truck, 1 happened to notice some
little way off a familiar-looking tail fin sticking up
beyond a slight rise in the ground behind the old
German front line. I drew my companions’
attention to this and suggested we should take a
look at it; but they demurred, saying that it was
getting late and they had seen enough. At this
juncture I suddenly became conscious of an in
explicable curiosity about it, and managed to
persuade Rupert Atkinson to accompany me over
there while the others went on back to the truck.
On reaching the wreckage, we saw that it was
indeed a De Havilland 9, and moreover, on the
pilot’s instrument panel there was a painted wooden
indicator board bearing various symbols and words,
a gadget made by our Squadron fitters to enable the
pilots to communicate quickly with their observers
in emergency (there was no “inter-com” in those
days). 1 daresay other Squadrons used similar
things, but the pattern of this one was all too
familiar and Atkinson exclaimed: “I swear this
was one of our busses” . And then, walking round
the wreck, we came on a rough wooden cross, half
hidden by the torn fabric of a wing; and on trie
cross were some German words written in indelible
pencil. Fortunately Atkinson could speak German,
and he translated the inscription, which ran
roughly as follows:—
“Here lie 2/Lt. W. A. John and his Pilot,
English Airmen, killed in air combat—
August, 1918. R.I.P.”
I cannot now recall the precise date. To clinch
matter, we noted down the serial number of
engine and the approximate map reference of
position, and later reported our find to
Squadron.

the
the
the
the

So Matthews and John had nearly—so very
nearly—won their way back to our lines and
safety, when they were finally shot down and
killed; and the position of their crash suggests
the probable explanation as to why no news of
their fate had been received from the Germans,
namely that the soldiers who buried them and
erected the cross either became casualties them
selves shortly afterwards, or were moved elsewhere
and never had a chance to report the incident. But
who can suggest a satisfactory explanation of
what it was that drew my footsteps so unerringly
to the one spot in all those hundreds of square
miles of battlefield where my tent-mate met his end
and lay buried? Was it merely the proverbial long
arm of coincidence—or was it the Hand of God?
J ohn Blani-ord ,

late Major The Buffs,
and formerly of 206 Squadron R.A.F.
*

*

*

Further Reflections
by Snave
HE 1st BattaLion arrived at Kululi Burgas in
Thrace, one of the bleakest spots in Europe,
in a snow blizzard with snow up to our waists.
It was a railway junction on the right bank of the
very fast moving River Maritza, but despite the
speed of the water, it managed to freeze up when
the temperature dropped to 40 degrees below zero.
The Orient Express, which ran from Calais to
Constantinople, arrived daily, very early, and was
usually covered with icicles. Accommodation was
varied, some in leaky rail trucks covered with
tarpaulins, some in tents raised on sandbags with
stoves fixed, whilst “ D” Company, being more
fortunate, had a brick building. The Sergeants’
Mess consisted of a marquee with a stove which
had a nasty habit of smoking at opening time.
“A” Company, with one platoon of “C” Company,
was at Souffli in a silk factory, whilst Company
H.Q. and three platoons of “C” Company had
reasonable accommodation in Demotika, which
laid midway between K. Burgas and Souffli.
Movement between H.Q. and these two outstations was usually made on a motorised vehicle
on the railway, called a Dracine, fast moving but
open to the extremely cold elements. One usually
arrived at a destination completely frozen.

T

Training on any scale was practically impossible,
duties were mostly guarding one railway and one
road bridge over the Maritza, the only contact
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between Turkey and Greece, with each country
having sentries at their own end of the bridge.
The Buffs had guard rooms on the Greek side of
each bridge, the sentries patrolling between the
Turks and Greeks to prevent incidents. On the
Greek side of the road bridge a platoon was
quartered in huts named Kennedy’s Camp. There
was also a permanent guard just outside Adrianople.
The few drill parades we held were on the railway
track at Kululi Burgas Station, the only hard
surface available.
During the coldest spell, Supply Depot ran out
of rum (S.R.D.), which necessitated a frantic signal
to Constantinople, the reply to which was the issue
of a thirty-gallon cask of neat naval rum from
H.M.S. Iron Duke with orders “This rum must be
diluted, otherwise the result may prove fatal” .
Not having ever heard of a Petty Officer, who
draws a neat ration, dying from it, this instruction
was not, in view of the extreme cold, taken too
literally. We did carry out a partial dilution by
filling up four empty S.R.D. jars with naval brew
and packed it away for future reference. Sad to
relate, when the Battalion reached Gibraltar, the
box was dropped and before long the Q.M. Store
reeked of rum. It was with relief that, on opening
the case, only one jar had been broken.
One of the “pastimes” during the cold spell was
mixing rum with Ideal milk, usually part of reserve
rations, and I’m sure the C.S.M. and C.Q.M.S.,
who finally had to pay for a missing case of Ideal,
when the Q.M. checked stock, wondered whether
it was worth it! Another member of the Sergeants’
Mess usually of a retiring nature found this
beverage of great assistance to him whilst perform
ing the “Salome” dance.
Outstanding features I recall during our stay
were our Russian Kalmuc drivers taking a water
cart across fields to Kennedy’s Camp with mud
up to the axles, with a team of six pairs of mules.
These Russians were Don Cossacks who had
escaped from Russia at the time of the Revolution
and were expert horsemen. They were in charge
of a foreman, an ex-officer of the Czarist Russian
Imperial Guard named Popoff, who was a holder
of the British D.S.O. and an outstanding rider.
Greek troops who had been driven from Smyrna
were in occupation of trenches situated on the
high ground on the right bank of the River Maritza.
During the bitter cold weather, many Greek soldiers
were frozen to death, as they had no cover and lived
actually in the open trenches, as many as five or six
each day being buried.
•LUr>! Bands- of' huge wild dogs roamed the country
• 'a'l't'd-Te^era! of-these were always hanging about
■'-near otfCbillets,.arid- at night descended from the

hills and uprooted all refuse, including bully tins,
no matter how deeply buried.
Entertainments were band concerts on the
station platform and cinema shows in the railway
engine shed by the Padre who joined the Battalion
with a very efficient German projector and quite
reasonable films. Wild duck shooting was possible
and those with guns reaped a harvest only a few
yards from the station. iThere were trips to Adianople to look over ancient buildings and mosques,
and buying “Turkish Delight” , for which the city
is famous, and having it posted home.
During our stay in Kululi Burgas we said
farewell to two most outstanding Buff's. Firstly,
Lieut.-Col. R. McDouall, c .b ., c .m.g ., c .b.e.,
d .s.o ., on completion of his term of command, had
handed over to Lieut.-Col. R. E. Power, then
second-in-command. His departure for home on
the Orient Express was very moving, every man in
the Battalion turning out to cheer him. He arrived
from Constantinople on the Orient Express about
midnight, and was greeted by the Drums formed
up alongside of the railway track. As the train
moved away, the troops sang a song very popular
in the twenties, Old Pal, why don't you answer me,
whilst the Drums beat a roll on their drums. It
was most impressive, the only light to light up the
scene being from the carriage windows of the
express. Very shortly afterwards, Captain ‘Tommy’
Cook left for the Depot by the same overland
route and had a great send off by the members of
the Sergeants’ Mess.
In March, 1923, it was decided to prepare a
tented camp on the hills because Kululi Burgas
was reputed to be very mosquito-ridden and full of
malaria from April. The tents selected were
E.P.I.P. to house eight men with beds. Bedsteads
were carried up the hills by the troops and as soon
as the camp was prepared and ready for occupation
came orders to move by changing stations with the
Loyal Regiment at Chanak, who had the joys of a
first class camp in pleasant surroundings.
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Brighton Branch
A very good Christmas meeting was held on December
10th, when Major Robertson as Chairman, welcomed Mr.
H. T. Williamson of the Royal West Kent Regiment.
Mr. Carr told members of the warm welcome the London
Branch had given him and Mrs. Carr when they paid a
surprise visit.
The invitation from the Ashford Branch for a great
“get-together” in April was given to all members. We will
let Ashford know as soon as possible how many of us can
attend, after we have contacted members not with us that
evening.
The R.E.’s Social Club have kindly sent an invitation
to all the children to visit the lee Pantomime on Saturday,
January 7th.
We had quite a jolly gathering after the meeting, when
the ladies joined us. Joe Richards and his future daughterin-law, “Sylvia”, were recipient of warm wishes from
everyone.
Major Robertson wished everyone the seasonal greetings,
and in a witty speech, presented our Secretary with a
Packet of (This is Your) Life.
The R.E.’s Social Club were selling Christmas Draw
tickets, but only Mr. Secretary of our Branch won a prize,
a bottle of whiskey, which he duly collected in time to
celebrate Christmas.
The Annual Branch Dinner and Dance will be held on
Saturday, March 1Ith, 1961, when we hope to make it a
night to remember, as it will be the last before the new
regime of the Regiment and Association. We hope as many
of the Branches will try and join us; it will then certainly
be a grand finale.
To the Regiment we send our very sincere wishes for the
future. We shall always take great interest in all your
activities, and to all Past and Present members we wish a
very happy New Year.
*
*
*

Medway Branch
Sharpshooters take note! Those of you who are now,

or who have been in the past, interested in shooting should
get hold of the book Wild West Doc Carver (Spirit Gun of
the West) by Raymond W. Thorp. I should put it down
as a must for all those who preen their laurels. The story,
all fact, will give any he-man a few hours of good reading.
I borrowed the book through a public library and expect
others can do the same. Perhaps some friend at Herne
Bay will be kind enough to draw the attention of Alf Trice
to this.

By the time you read this a New Year will be upon us—a
year, I hope, that will solve many world problems and
give us a greater hope of peace in our hearts. I wish you
all just that, peace in the future without the backbround fear
that a world upheaval is not far away.
At our meeting on Saturday, 17th December, an old
friend in the person of Mr. Dawes attended for the first
time for many years. Our Chairman, Freddie Cox, ex
pressed the pleasure of the Branch at seeing our friend once
again, and hoped that circumstances would permit him to
attend more regularly in the future.
Ashford Branch, it would appear, is going to have a
proper “to-do” on April 15th next, for they have invited
all Branches and the T.A. Battalions to attend a social
function, an invitation which we have been pleased to
accept. If all turn up, the organisers are going to have an
extremely busy time and I congratulate them on taking on
such an immense task.
Sittingbourne has invited us to play darts in the second
round of this year’s competition, on Saturday, 28th January.
We shall be there, of course, and as they are very keen
birds in Sittingbourne we are looking forward to a tough
game—and may the best team win.
I have already mentioned two invitations that the Branch
has received. Now for two more, both from the same
source. The British Legion (Chatham Branch) has requested
the pleasure of the company of six children to their Children’s
Party on January 7th. And then on the 31st December
they hold their annual dinner and dance, when all our
members have been invited to attend. At the last mentioned
function each person attending pays a nominal fee. This
is very good of the British Legion members and we much
appreciate it and, further more, we extend to them our
grateful thanks for granting us the use of their club room
throughout the year.
I hear that one of our regular members, Mr. G. Cuttress,
has been in hospital with tummy trouble, and that dear old
“ Pop” Street is not so good. Our best wishes to them both
and our hopes that long before these notes appear in print
they will have completely recovered good health.
Once again 1 shall prepare notes for the old Dragon
and from then onwards the new form of journal will appear.
Quite what form it will take I do not know, so all we, the
Branch scribes, can do is to support it and its editor during
its teething troubles and wish it the best of luck.
*
*
*

Margate Branch
Well, folks, here we are with another year behind us.
So T take this opportunity to wish all Buffs a very happy
and prosperous New Year.
Also many thanks to all Branches for the very nice
Christmas cards.
I am afraid our December Whist Drive was not a very
great success, owing to so many other more attractive
events being held on the same evening. This was much
the same as the previous one in November, so we shall
discontinue them for a while. Our last social evening was
very poorly attended, but we did manage to put in a little
dart practice, and it was certainly needed by all of us.
Incidentally, we are still waiting to hear from Canterbury
Branch to choose a date to visit us for the first round of the
Darts Competition.
All members of this Branch send their best wishes to
General Boucher, and wish him a speedy recovery from his
illness.
We all hope that this shocking wet weather will ease up
a little in the next few weeks and give us all a chance to
make our social events worth while.
H.T,
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Sandwich Branch
The Monthly Geneial Meeting was held at the Drill
Hall on Wednesday, December 7th, 1960, at 8 p.m. Major
F. W. Tomlinson presided and ten members were present.
The meeting opened with the usual moment’s silence
followed by the reading and adoption of the Minutes of
the last meeting.
Apologies were received from Mr. A. Beecham and Mr.
G. Matcham.
Correspondence included a letter from the Ashford
Branch inviting the Branch to a general get-together social
evening of all Branches, the 1st Battalion The Buffs, the
T.A., the Q.O.R.W.K. Regiment and Association on
Saturday, April 15th, 1961. The invitation has been
accepted with thanks and we look forward to a good show.
Notice was received from H.Q., giving details of the draw
in the Darts Competition. We having been drawn at home
to Ramsgate, the date having yet to be arranged.
A report was given of the social evening held on Novem
ber 19th, and thanks were expressed to the donors and
helpers.
Nominations were received for Officials and Committee
for 1961.
On Saturday, December 10th, about 25 members and
ladies attended the social evening held at Ramsgate by
the Buff's Ladies’ Guild, when they had a most enjoyable
evening.
We congratulate the ladies on the arrangements and thank
them for such a lovely evening.
A very pleasant social evening was held at the Drill Hall
on Saturday, November 19th, when about 90 members
and ladies were present. We were very pleased to welcome
members and ladies from the Medway and Dover Branches.
Mr. and Mrs. Walters kindly gave us a very interesting show
of coloured slides of various August Reunion Parades
taken at Canterbury; our Standard Dedication Parade,
and various views of Devon and Cornwall. We are very
grateful to them for giving up their valuable time to give us
this show. Mrs. Walters is the daughter of our eldest
member, Mr. G. Spicer, who at 85 is still going strong.
A few games of Tombola were played during the evening
under Mr. A. Beecham, who also provided some music.
Mr. A. Ledner was in charge of the refreshments and
served by the Misses G. and K. Field, assisted by members
of the Buffs Cadets.
Mrs. Last kindly ran the raffle and the prizes were pre
sented by Mis. F. C ox of the Medway Branch.
The Bar was in the care of (our Charlie), Mr. C. Field,
kindly assisted by C.Q.M.S. Todd. To the donors of prizes
and refreshments, and all those who helped to make the
evening a success, we say a big thank you.
We were very sorry our Chairman was unable to be
present owing to a temporary illness.
*

*

*

Ashford Branch
The Chairman opened the meeting, when 16 members
were present, by presenting to C/Sgt. Wraight a small gift
for his services to the Branch during the past year. The
Minutes were read and signed. In the correspondence, 16
greetings cards were on view. We thank all serving members
and branches for their greetings and best wishes. Our
pensioned members thanked the Branch for the bag of
wood they received for Christmas, supplied by Messrs.
Davis & Co.

We are glad to have heard from the following Branches,
who have accepted the invitation to attend our “Get
Together” evening on 15th April, 1961:—Margate, Canter
bury, Dover, Medway and Sandwich.
We will inform them of the final arrangements at a later
date.
Our thanks to our President, Major Bompas, and Mr.
Hogben for the donations they sent towards the Branch
funds.
We were pleased to sec Sid Ellender in attendance again,
having the week-end off from work.
We are pleased to know G. Skinner will soon be fit again
after his eleven weeks off duty due to an accident and foot
operation.
Best wishes to all for 1961.
A.C.M.
*
*
*

Sittingbourne Branch
Our 295th meeting took place at the T.A. Centre, Sittingbourne on Friday, 16th December. Colonel D. J. Dean,
v.c., t .d ., d .l ., j .p . presided, some 37 members with their
friends were present. The reason for the meeting being
later in the month was due to the fact that the members
very kindly agreed that the Police could hold their Annual
Ball on our usual first Friday in the month.
Apologies for being unable to attend the meeting were
received from several well-known members.
The Darts Competition was discussed at some length and
a letter from the Secretary of the Medway Branch was read
out at the meeting, suggesting any Saturday in January. It
was agreed that the Secretary should contact Medway
Branch and suggest Saturday, January 28th as being a
suitable date.
Details of the Children’s Party on Saturday, 7th January
were discussed, and it was agreed that Sgt. Jack Gardner
had everything well in hand.
Colonel Dean reported to the meeting on his and Bill
Sinclair’s visit to Folkestone to welcome the 1st Battalion
home from Germany.
It was reported to the meeting that one of our members,
C. Parker, was sick in hospital and had been visited by our
Sick Visitor and was as comfortable as could be expected.
It was agreed that the Secretary should write and send
heartiest good wishes from all members.
Colonel Dean presented a cup won by D. Murton on
our .22 Shooting Competition and also a Table Lamp to
Mr. and Mrs. W. Studwick in recognition of their help and
interest given to those users of the T.A. Centre. Mr.
Studwick, on receiving the present, thanked the meeting
on behalf of his wife and himself.
The booby prize was won by R. Porter and presented by
L. Costen.
The Chairman said how nice it was to see so many of
the Band present and thanked them for coming along.
The Branch, after the meeting, entertained 24 Navy and
Army Cadets and ran a .22 Competition, which the Army
won by one point. This was organised by C.S.M. G.
Antrichan.
During the course of the evening, the Band played Carols
and were very much appreciated by those present, including
members of the Royal Artillery Association.
The date of the next meeting is Friday, 6th January, 1961.
Season’s Greetings to all Buffs and heartiest good wishes
for a happy and prosperous 1961.
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London Branch

Canterbury Branch

I would like to start oil' these notes by wishing all Branches
the very best of luck in this New Year. In a sense, this will
be a sad time for us all, with the Amalgamation of our great
Regiment drawing near. This is the time when we should
all take a very active part in making this a great show, in
more ways than one. If what 1 am suggesting can be of
any help to us, then let all Branches get stuck into the job
of keeping our members, and, in fact, to get new and younger
blood to carry on for many years to come. Then let us get
in touch with all members who have left the Colours in
these past years, with a letter asking them to attend the
Meetings, put social activites on, danu s, etc. Let us make
it something so that as the time goes on we can get the
members who are serving with the new Regiment to attend
these functions and give them something to think about,
so that when their own Branches are formed the foundation
will be laid. To me there is so much stalemate in our
Branches, that there is no interest for the younger people.
Keep trying—I am sure this will bring in the dividends.
Ashford Branch has got something in their proposal of a
real good get together. All Branches should attend this
function. I, myself, would hope this will be a great success,
perhaps a little advertising in the local would bring a few
of the lads together.

Owing to the December meeting having been cancelled,
1 overlooked January notes until the arrival of the December
number jogged my memory.
Three events of note have taken place since the last
Branch notes were written. First and foremost being the
arrival home, for the last time, of the 1st Battalion and
which was well covered in the December Dragon. However,
it is gratifying to place on record that Canterbury Branch
was well represented at Folkestone Harbour by our Chair
man, Bob Barham, who appears in the photograph alongside
that stalwart Major Henry Martin. Bob was “piloted” by
Major Bill Kille, who has since left Canterbury for Wales
to fill a Staff appointment, and we wish him well. Bert
Rennells is the other Branch member who made the early
journey to represent us, and we thank them all. It has since
been learned that Mr. Kidder our Standard Bearer could
have made the journey, but through an oversight was not
made aware of the arrival plans.
The Branch was well represented at the special service
in the Garrison Church on 11th December, when the Rcvd.
R. L. Parsonage, the Garrison Chaplain, accepted the
Branch Standard for safe keeping. It hangs, unfurled at
all times in the Sanctuary whilst the elegant oak plaque,
made by “Hoppo” recording the date when the Branch
was presented with the Standard, is fixed to the wall of the
Church alongside other Regimental plaques. The Chaplain
gave a most impressive address and his generosity in not
only proposing the idea but arranging a most impressive
service is appreciated by us all. He made it clear that he
wishes the Branch to consider the Garrison Church of
St. Alban, Canterbury as their Church for all time, and
this we certainly will.
The third event to record was the Social Evening and
Christmas Draw on Saturday, 17th December, 1960. This
was held in conjunction with the members of the Sergeants’
Mess, 4th Battalion, and we are indebted to R.S.M. “Duggie”
Fairbanks who transformed the mess into something
resembling fairyland, whilst it is interesting to note that in
the hour before the draw was made over one hundred
additional tickets were sold, which justified Mr. Fairbanks
making a hurried trip to town for additional gifts in antici
pation. Whilst he was away Ernie Chambers assisted by
Fred Kidder, Phil Phillips and Bill Evans, were preparing
the “eats” , polishing the crockery and laying out the buffet
in the adjoining canteen, which was also used for dancing
to Robbie’s radiogram, which was proved very popular by
the younger generation. In the Mess itself the piano and
sing-song kept us lively after the excitement of the Draw.
Finally, Tombola was played up to a late hour, and here
again Mr. Fairbanks was the “anchor man” .
There was certainly a record attendance and amongst
the guests we were delighted to see Col. and Mrs. Tilliard,
Col. and Mrs. Arglcs, Major and Mrs. MacDonald, and
Captain and Mrs. Woodman enjoying themselves. We were
also happy to see our worthy Chairman’s “good lady” with
us for the first time and look forward to seeing her on many
future occasions.

All members were very sorry to hear about the illness of
the Colonel of the Regiment, and hope he will soon be
restored to full health.
I have received a letter from Mr. Marshall, who, with the
Chairman, Mr. L. King, went to Folkestone to represent
the Branch to meet the 1st Battalion on their return from
Germany. He said he would like to state a few details
concerning the cordial welcome given to him at Ross
Barracks. He goes on to say that he met the Adjutant,
Captain Lunn, who very kindly made arrangements for him
to stay the night, also having a very enjoyable evening in
the Sergeants’ Mess with the advance party. In the morning
Captain Lunn gave him a lift in his car to the harbour,
where he met Mr. King. The weather was cold and wet,
but everybody seemed to be in very good spirit. He was
very sorry when the time came to leave the Barracks. He
felt that he was back again in the old Battalion, in other
words, once a Buff, always a Bull. The members would
like to say many thanks to Captain Lunn, Sergeants, and
all who made them so welcome. Sorry more of us could
not get along to witness such an occasion.
On Saturday, the 17th December, w'e had quite an atten
dance at the final gathering for 1960 at the Prince Alfred,
Tufton Street. We must not forget to say many thanks to
the members who worked so hard to make this evening a
great show-—Mr. Dixey for the showing of his great films,
that of the Presentation of Colours Parade and Canterbury
Sunday was just splendid—also to Mr. Churbi Watts, Sam
Lewis and Albert Sharp for the w'ay they kept things going,
a great show. Thanks also to the ladies who turned up in
great numbers and to Mrs. Yapp who so kindly put her car
to our use again this year. We would like to sec all these
great folk many more times at our monthly gatherings.
Joe Goss and Tommy Taylor could not be with us, but
all members remembered them in more ways than one.
Very pleased to say Joe was out of hospital and at home for
the festive season.
This is your lot for the end of 1960 and the beginning
of 1961.
The best to all Branches.
H.J.S.

The news that the Colonel of the Regiment is home from
hospital is a great relief to us all, and we of the Canterbury
Branch unite in wishing him a speedy and full recovery.
To all branches and friends who sent us greetings cards
we express grateful thanks, and it is perhaps opportune to
offer heartiest congratulations to the producer of the very
excellent Christmas card for 1960. It certainly is a work of
art and most fitting for marking the sad occasion of the
Regiment’s passing. In my humble opinion it is the most
attractive card issued throughout my half century as a Buff.
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Finally, good news of Alf Argrave when Bob Barham
visited him recently. Keep it up, Alf, and don’t be long
getting back to that chair on the Fourth Friday. We are
sorry to record that Alf’s sparring partner, “Eddie” Harwood
has also been laid up and we wish him a speedy recovery.
Greetings to Buffs, everywhere.
*

*

*

fun of the game, though 1 found it quite without profit, as
usual. Anyway, everybody had a good evening and prize
or not prize, went away cheerful and happy, despite the
rain.
Stan .

Snave.

*

*

*

Ladies’ Guild
Our Meeting on January 4th was the occasion of our
New Year Party. Twenty-six members w'ere present. The
room in the 4th Battalion Sergeants’ Mess, always warm
and comfortable, was gay w'ith Christmas decorations,
which had kindly been left for us.
Mrs. Argles took the Chair and made some brief
announcements. She had received letters of thanks for
the Christmas parcels, which seem to have been greatly
appreciated.
It was hoped that members of the Dover Branch Ladies’
Guild would be able to come to our next meeting on February
1st. There will be a film show by the East Kent Road Car
Company of their summer tour in Holland and the Lake
District.
After the business, we all took part in games organised
by Mrs. Argles, who very kindly gave the prizes. We started
with a Quiz which made some of us think deeply and
realise our ignorance of some subjects. We enjoyed a
wonderful tea. Our hostesses were Mrs. Chambers, Mrs.
Eccles, Mrs. Fairbanks, Mrs. Hopkins, Mrs. MacDonald
and Mrs. Alexander. They were kept busy handing round
sausage rolls, sandwiches, delicious cakes, all made and
given by members. Mrs. Lane gave a lovely ChristmasNew Year cake, made and decorated by herself. This was
indeed a feast with which to start 1961.
After tea there were several competitions. These were
arranged by Mrs. Thompson and prizes had been given
by several members.
Before the end of the Party, Mrs. Argles wished us all a
Happy New' Year, and w'e parted after a very happy after
noon with an interchange of good wishes all round.
*

*

*

Dover Branch
The Monthly Meeting was held at the Drill Hall, Liverpool
Street on 5th January. Mr. Martin was in the Chair,
supportcd by Mr. T. Smith (Hon. Secretary), Mr. J. Deal
(Hon. Treasurer) and nine other members.
Our Chairman, Mr. Noakes, was unable to be present
owing to “ ’Flu” . We w'ished him a speedy recovery, and
hope to sec him back in position fit and well at our next
meeting.
January seems an awkward month to fit things in. At
least that is as we found it when we discussed the date for
our Darts match with Herne Bay. Eventually we decided
to ask Herne Bay to visit us on the 18th February and hope
that this date will suit them.
On the 10th December we had our Christmas Draw at
the Drill Hall, and were very pleased to have the company
of Colonel Argles for the occasion. A fairly good number
of members and friends were present, but unfortunately
there was heavy rain all the evening and this doubtless kept
away quite a few; nevertheless, we had a very pleasant
evening. After the draw, in which Colonel Argles kindly
assisted, we settled down to a few rounds of Tombola. The
sweet voice of “Cocker” calling the numbers added to the

Ramsgate' Branch
This must be to many a somewhat dismal start to a New
Year, with the prospects of losing the name of the Regiment
in the annals of British Military history in so far as the
Regular Forces are concerned, but there is still one happy
thought that, whatever the powers that be decide, they
cannot take away from us the pride and affection that we
of the past feel, and to us I’m sure, the name of the Regiment
will live as long as we continue to do so.
Let me then get on to more pleasant topics, as no doubt
more qualified contributors to the journal will express our
views much better than I am able.
1 am not sure just where I left off last month, but 1 think
the first item of news is the Ladies’ Guild Party to which
we were invited, and at which we had a very pleasant
evening. Also, from what 1 hear, a very great success
financially.
The following week, the 16th December, was our monthly
meeting and our Christmas Draw. This again was a great
success, although I am afraid not many of the prizes went
to members of the Branch. I did notice, however, that
Canterbury Branch did fairly well out of it. Ernest Chambers
was I’m sure in high “Spirits” , and not only did “ Robbo”
swipe the cake at our Ladies’ Guild Party, but also collected
bottles of beverage from the draw.
The meeting was well attended, but again sickness claimed
Bert Knott, Jim Blake, Arthur Knowles, Jack Dixon and
Sid Blackburn. So many Christmas cards were received
that it is impossible for me to mention the senders by name.
We w'ere pleased to receive them and should we have missed
sending to anyone, please excuse us, our wishes were for
you, even in the absence of a card. As arranged at the
meeting the next item W'as taking the children to the panto
mime on the 4th January; this was very enjoyable, even to
the “much older children” . I still have no news yet about
the Darts match with Sandwich, but we hope to be able to
give firm details at the Branch A.G.M. on 20th January,
1961.
1 have been told by some of the Angling fraternity that
there should be fish about somewhere round the end of
February and beginning of March, so subject to other
Branches’ agreement, 1 propose to put on the Inter-Branch
Competition on Sunday, March 9th, 1961. Details will be
sent out to each Branch, but should any Branch not agree
to that date, please let me know' at once. It will, I think,
have to be Pier Fishing only.
The Branch are all set to welcome any members of the
Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment who care to come
along and join us. We are advertising this in our local
papers and if any reader know's of members of the Queen’s
Own living in this area, please pass the word on to them.
This, I’m afraid, seems to be about all my news for this
month. So once again I’ll wind up with best wishes to all
Buffs—everywhere.
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B en.

THE BUFFS (Royal East Kent Regiment)
Colonel-in-Chief: His Majesty Frederik IX, K ,G ., King of Denmark

Colonel: M ajor-General V. Boucher, C.B., C.B.E., D.L.

L ieutenant -C olonels

Dendy, R. H ....

...

C aptains — continued

O.C., 1st Bn.

Dracopoli, M. P. St. F.
Tennent, H. C. L. ...
Davison, J. H.
M ajors
Baker, R. W. M.
Ravenhill, R. A. C ................... H .Q ., Landenmark, Copenhagen.
Edgecombe, G. J. B....
Crichton, R. F., M.C.
H.Q. 6 Inf. Bde. Gp.
Lunn, J. M. ...
S.O .l (Trg.), Amphibious W
arfare
Lea,
R.
................
M cG rath, B., M .C. (T/Lt.Col.) G .
H.Q.
Williams, R. T. P. ...
M organ, F. de R., M.C.
W ar Office
Cox, E. G., M .C.
W orts, J. B., M .C .................... 2 i/c. All Arms T.C., B.A.O.R.
C ourt, D. N ............................... R.M .A. Sandhurst
Nash, J. P. E .R .D ................... B.M. 127 Inf. Bde. (T.A.)
IlifFe, R. O., M .B.E. fT/Lt.CoI.) 2 Royal Malay Regt.
Dunglinson, W. G. H.
West India Regt.
1st Bn.
Dent. J. E......................
5 Royal Malay Regt.
Semmence, R. G. H.
Shephard, J. N. (T/Capt.)
Barrett, D. P. R.
1st Bn.
Reid, J. D . W., (T/Capt.)
4th Bn.
M acDonald, E. W. ...
Dewar, C. M. C.
1st Bn.
Squire, S. J., M .B.E.
White, J. J .....................
Peckham, A. D ......................... 5th Bn.
Boucher, S. M .
Willows, D. A.
............... Leave
Cole, P. E......................
C.B. Depot.
Thorneycroft, F. E .................. H .
Tarver, H. N ....
Hamilton, C. M ........................ Aden Protectorate Levies.
Gatehouse, H. R ...................... G.S.O.2 BRIXMIS
French, B. G . J ......................... Leave U .K .
West India Regt.
Griffin, C. J.
C aptains

Stratford-Tuke, R. A. F.
( T / M a j . ) .......................... ..
Lees, H. D............................... ..
...
West, C. T. F.
W ard, M. W..............................

Kille, W. E., M .B.E.
C att, A. H .....................
Ransley, E. J., M .C ....
Faulkner, G. T.

1st Bn.
1st Bn.
Staff College
School o f Infantry, W arminster

A tta ch ed

to

... Adjt., 1st Bn.
... H .Q., 5 Inf. Bde. Gp.
... H .Q., Mid-West Dist.
... G .H .Q ., F.A .R.E.L.F.
... 651 Lt. Aircraft Sqd., R .A .F.
... 1st Bn.
... 22S.A .S.
1st Bn.

L ieutenants

...
...
...
...
...
...

School o f Infantry, Hythe
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
H.C.B.
1st Bn.
R. Mil. College o f Science

Q UARTERMASTERS
... D .A A.G. H.Q. Wales Dist.
... Maj-., 1st Bn.
... Maj., 1st Bn.
... C apt., 5th Bn.

1st B attalion

P aymaster : M ajor F. Austin, R.A.P.C.
E du ca tio n O ff ic e r : 2nd Lieut. E. Sansom, R.A.E.C.

Short Service Commissions
L ieutenants

M ajors

‘ Ford, E. N ., M.C . ...
•Elliott, N .....................
♦Butcher, D . A. T. ...

...
...
...

A.S.C.D., Epsom.
Staff Capt. W.O.
D epot Q.O., Nigeria Regt.

Bois, H.

................

1st Bn.

2 n d L ieuten ant

...............
Kelly. J. P. S.
Pumphrey, M. C. S .................
de M organ, R. A. ...............
Hewlett-Smith, P.

G hana Mil. Forces.
1st Bn.
G hana Mil. Forces.
1st Bn.

Q uartermasters

•Fakely, J. F.................

...

C aptains
P.S.O., H.C.B.

Shilling, W. G „ B.E.M ., Capt.
Rose, J. R., C apt.....................

B.A.O.R.
4th Bn.

•Extended Service Officer
/
National Service Officers
2 n d L ie u te n a n ts —continued

2 n d L ieutenants

Symes, P. W..................
Pickard. C. R.
March. J. M. ................
Court, C. G. ...
Plutte, M. P. F.

...
...
...
...
...

att. R.A.O.C.
att. R.A.O.C.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.

Gould, T. V. ...
Quibell, H . R.
H eath, R.M .
Sykes, P. C. ...
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................
................
...............
...............

1st Bn.
1st Bn.
G hana Mil. Forces.
1st Bn.

,

4th Battalion (T.A)
■ H on'. C olonel
Col. D . J. Dean, V.C., T.D., D .L..J.P., Woodcourt, 1 Park Avenue, Sittingbourae, Kent.
L ieutenant-C olonil
Tilleard, J., T.D:}

M ajors
MacDonald, E. W.
(Training Major)
Plunkett, P. N . P.
Medlicott, J. P.
Jarman, R.
Mousley, D . L.
White, C.
Johnson, R. F..

L ieutenants—conl/nMcd
Neame, C. R. B.
Hardy, J. E.
Wells, N . S.
Griffiths, W. G.
Holloway, R. G.
Stamford, R. G.
2nd L ieutenants
Browne, P. S.
N.S. L ist
' L ieutenants
Whelan, P. M.
Boyle, C. P.
Cook, C. P.

C aptains
Howland, N. M.
Sayer. C. H.
Pilcher, R. A.
Auld, C. W.
Winch, A. G. W., D.F.C.
Oliver, C. P.
L ieutenants
Arnold, P. H.
Brice, E. St. J.
Redfem, A. J.
Johnson, B. D. G.
Daniel, O. R ., A/Capt
Wallace, W. R. D,

Q uartermaster
Rose, J. R., Capt.
Excell, F. C., Lieut.
M edical O fficer
Cassidi’ F. P., Major, R.A.M.C.
P aymaster
Woodman, H. H. K.,^Capt.,
R.A.P.C
C haplain
Rev. D . J. Russell, M.A.

7

L ieutenant-C olonel
Cobb, F. D . C., T.D.

M ajors
Peckham, A. D .
(Training Major)
Neville. F. G., M .C.t T.D.
Martin, F. H., T.D,
Balding, C. E. E., T.D.
Tuppen, R. C. G.
Baddeley, W. D ., T.D.

Sth Battalion (T.A.
H on . C olonel
Col. Lord Cornwallis, K.B.E., M .C., J.P., Ashurst Park, Tunbridge Wells.
C aptains
L ieutenants—continued
Plunkett, H. D .
Morgan, R. J. S., M .C.
Cathery,
A. J.
(Adjutant)
Daisy, L. H. W.
Wright. R. P. (A/Major)
2 nd L ieutenants
Turner, G. P.,
Garnsey, G.
Calvert, J. O. P.
t5ine1ey, G.
S eminence, D . H.
Gower, G. M.
Hollies, R. J.
Andrews, R. G. F.
Jones, C. D . G.
L ieutenants
Quick, J. K„ A/Capt.
N.S. L ist
Moulton, J. S., A/Capt.
L ieutenants
Freebaim, R. G.
Duckworth, M. W.
Proctor, A. D . M.
Mason, A. H.
Evans, P. V.
Knight, D . C.

Major-General R. W.
Craddock, C.B., C.B.E.,
D.S.O......................................... D.M .O. War Office.

Staff and Command
Brig. J. G. Atkinson, C.B.E.
Col. H. R. Grace, O.B.E, ...

L ieutenants—continued
Gillett, S.
Morris, D . H. F.
York, A. G.
Catton, J, B. '
Q uartermasters
Faulkner, G. T., Capt.
Simpson, B. E„ Lieut.
M edical O fficer
Talty, S. K., Capt., R.A.M.C.
P aymaster
Joshua, D . W., Lieut., R.A.P.C.
C haplain
Rev. R. T. K. J. Wood

Chief o f Staff (Brig.) Federation Army
Malaya.
Brigade Colonel H.C.B.

WARRANT OFFICERS AND SERGEANTS
1st Battalion
W.O.l (R.S.M.) Sharman.R.L. S.
W.O.I (B/M.) Lynes, W. C.
W .O.n (O.R.Q.M.S.) Webb.C.R.
W.O.II (R.Q.M.S.) Day, S. J.
W.O.II Ellis, D . T.
W.O.II Floyd, P. J.
W.O.II Brvant, A. E.
W.O.II Mills, D . A.
W.O.II Histed, W. A.
C/Sgt. Larkin, F.
C/Sgt. (D.M.) Simmonds, R. V.
C/Sgt. Adlam, R. J.
C/Sgt. Cribben, R. J.
C/Sgt. Kay, M.
C/Sgt. Wagstaff, A.
C/Sgt. Billett, S.
C/Sgt. Porter, J.

P ermanent Staff
W.O.I (R.S-.M.) Fairbanks, D .
W.O.II(C.S.M.)Mannering, D.C.
W.O.II (C.S.M.) Lyons, B. J.
Sgt. Recton, T.
Sgt. Wood, R. J.
Sgt. Adams. S.
Sgt. Rodmell
T e r r ito r ia l Army
W.O.II (R.Q.M.S.) Harwood, E.
W.O.II (C.S.M.) White, R.
W .O .n (C.S.M.) Antrichan, G.

C/Sgt. Wright, J.
Sgt. Page, A.
Sgt. Pooley, L.
Sgt. Winter, A.
Sgt. Hayiett, R.
Sgt. Matlock, B.
Sgt. Lockwood, A.
Sgt. Marsh, P.
Sgt. Ruddom, J.
Sgt. Townsley, J.
Sgt. Williams, H.
Sgt. Olbison, R.
Sgt. Addy, A.
Sgt. Mogford, J.
Sgt. Athawes, M.
Sgt. Naylor, D .
Sgt. Wood, G.

4th
W.O.II (C.S.M.) Williams, E.
W.O.II (C.S.M.) Percival, F.
W.O.II (C.S.M.) Hunt, E.
C/Sgt. Chidwick, E.
C/Sgt. Wraight, S.
C/Sgt. Cole, L.
C/Sgt. Drury, F.
Sgt. Babbage, W.
Sgt. Thundow, W.
Sgt. Allen, A.
Sgt. Smith, W.
Sgt. Ellis, A.
Sgt. Cope, H.

Sgt.
Sgt.
Sgt.
Sgt.
Sgt.
Sgt.
Sgt.
Sgt.
Sgt.
Sgt.

•

Underhill, J,
Smith, A.
Prudence, A.
Woodrow, V.
Marks, J.
Barrel), J.
Bishop P.
McNeill, G.
Mahoney, M.
Jordon, N . ,

W.O.II Colyer, A.
C/Sgl. Gaskill, I. D.'N
C/Sgt. Miller, C.
Sgt. Coombs, A.
Sgt. Jephcott, J.
Sgt. Batchelor, R.
Sgt. Coles, G.

lion (T.A.)
Sgt. Hazzard, E,
Sgt. Noyes, H.
Sgt. Feaver, B.
Sgt. Cowles, P.
Sgt. Cherry, D.
Sgt. Packham,
Sgt. Eccles, A - h
Sgt. (D/M.) PaMeodsn.'R
Sgt. Gardner A ,
Sgt. George, R.
Sgt. Bassett. C.
Sgt. Shuman, J.
Sgt. Roberts, B, ,
tfv j

A ttached
S/Sgt. Masien, A. (R.A.P.C.j
Sgt. Gould, F. (R.A.P.C.)
S/Sgt. McCormick, S. (A.C.C.)
Sgt. Young, K. (A.C.C.)
Sgt. Smith, J. (R.A.O.C.)
S/I'Norwood, G. (A.P.T.C.)
S/Sgt. Lumbard, J. (R.B.M.E.)
Sgt. Arnold, J. (R.E.M.E.)

Sgt.
Sgt.
Sgt.
Sgt.
Sgt.
Sgt.

Wade, G.
Johnson, M.
McGinley, R.
Minter, C.
Clarke, R.
Wade, J.
A ttached

Sgt. Saunderc H . (R.B.M.E.) ' ,
Sgt. Castle, G. tK.A-M C.)
Sgt. Chambers, G. (A.C.C.

5th Battalion (T.A.)
P ermanent Staff
W .O.I (R.S.M.) Hannaway, R . G.
W.O. II Jephcott, H.
W.O. II Johns, P.
Sgt. Hansen, T.
Sgt. Streeter, E.
Sgt. Noy, A.
Sgt. W ard, A.
T erritorial A rmy
W .O.II (R.Q.M.S.) Rogers, W.
W .O.II (C.S.M.) Lillicrap, S.
W .O.II (C.S.M.) Gabriel, J.
W .O.II (C.S.M.) Ballard, G.
W .O.II (C.S.M.) Dunstall, A.
W.O.I) (C.S.M.) Bond, E.

Sgt. Smith, S.
Sgt. Ashby, G.
Sgt. Stockdale, J.
Sgt. Christian, W.
Sgt. Overton, H.
Sgt. Pottle, A.
Sgt. Joiner, W.
Sgt. M irams, D.
Sgt. H ayton, J.
Sgt. James, A.
Sgt. Burton, A.
Sgt. Cooper, E.
Sgt. Johnson, B.
Sgt. Whittall, S.
Sgt. Joy, H.
Sgt. Laird, G.

W .O .II (C.S.M.) K innear, P.
W .O .II (C.S.M.) Erridge, D.
S/Sgt. Port, H.
S/Sgt. Daisy, L.
S/Sgt. Sayers, F.
S/Sgt. Dennis, P.
S/Sgt. Kennett, A.
S/Sgt. Todd, H.
Sgt. Philpott, T.
Sgt. Mauger, C., A/.S.M.
Sgt. Winter, F.
Sgt. Hurlow, R.
Sgt. Bradford, R.
Sgt. Corens, L.
Sgt. Dennis, R.
Sgt. Turner, E.

Sgt.
Sgt.
Sgt.
Sgt.
Sgt.

Saflery, D
Cole, C.
Carty, H.
Pilcher, R.
(O.R.S.) M orsm an, W.

Sgt.
Sgt.
Sgt.
Sgt.

King, C. (R.E.M .E.)
Turner, R. (A.C.C.)
Ingmire, G. (R.A.M .C.)
H urst, R. (R.A.P.C.)

A ttached

Regimental Appointments
Chairm an: Regimental Committee
| Brig. F. W. B. Parry, C.B.E.,
Executive Committee
R.H .Q.
Secretary: Canterbury Cricket Week Club
j Lieut.-Col. H. S. K nocker
D ragon Club
Regimental Committee
Curator: Regimental Museum
Lieut.-Col. G . R. Howe
Secretary: Past and Present Association, The Buffs)
Executive Committee
>Lieut.-Col.
E. V.Argles
Editor: The Dragon
I
Battalion Addresses
1st Battalion, Ross Barracks, ShornclilTe
4th Battalion (T.A.), Leros T.A. Centre, Sturry Road, Canterbury
5th Battalion (T.A.), T.A. Centre, Westwood, Broadstairs

1st Battalion The Buffs Children’s Party, 6th January, 1961
[v]

The P ast and Present Association
Headquarters: Depot, The Buffs.
Telephone: C an terb u ry 4764.

Chairman: Brigadier F. W. B. P arry , C.B.E.,

Secretary: Lieut.-Col. E. V. A rolbs.

BRANCHES
Branch
1. Ashford

Chairman
Mr. A. Mills

4. Weald

Secretary
Mr. A. C. Mills, 20 Waterman House,
Godfrey Walk, Ashford, Kent.
Mr. L. King
Mr. H. J. Scott, 1a Farnan Road, Streatham,
London, S.W.16.
Mr. T. Noakes
Mr. R. G. Smith, 27 Mayfield Avenue,
Dover.
Lt.-Col. J. E. Clarke, m.b.e. Mr. D. H. Day, 3 Pittlesden, Tenterden.

5. M edway

Mr. F. J. C ox

6. Sittingbourne
7. R amsgate

Col. D. J. Dean,
V.C., T.D., D.L., J.P.
Mr. J. R. Hogben

8, M argate

Major W. T. Jarman

2. London
3. D over

— H ythe
9. Canterbury

Mr. H. A. J. Brand, 83 Deice Road
Rochester.

Mr. R. Barham

10. H erne Bay

Mr. F. Marsh

11. F olkestone

Mr. W. Brunger

12. Sandwich

Mr. A. Ledner

<

_

F aversham
13. Brighton

Capt. M. de J. Creswick
Major W. M. Ivsrsen,
K.D., M.V.O.
Major C. W. Warren

14. D enmark
15. South-E ast
D orset

Major R. Jarman, 161 Canterbury Road,
Sittingbourne.
Sgt. H. E. Joy, T.A. Centre, Westwood,
_ Broadstairs.
Mr. H. Ingram, 7. Hastings Avenue,
Margate.
In abeyance.
Major H. E. Chambers, 59 Hillside Avenue,
Canterbury.
Canterbury 5118.
Mr. A. Trice, 23 Queen’s Gardens, Heme
Bay.
Mr. H. Fordrcd, 36 Fembank Crescent,
Folkestone.
Mr. H. Taylor, 19 Paradise Row, Sandwich.

Meeting Dates and Places
First Saturday in each month, Drill Hall,
Newtown Road, 7 p.m.
Third Saturday in each month. The Prince
Alfred, Tufton Street, S.W.l, 7.30 p.m.
First Thursday in each month. Drill Hall,
Liverpool Street, 7.45 p.m.
H aw khurst Sub-area. zThird Thursday in
each month, British Legion House,
Hawkhurst, 7.45 p.m.
Third Saturday in each month, British Legion
Club, Southill Barracks, Chatham,
7.30 p.m.
First Friday in each month. Drill Hall,
Crown Quay Lane, 7.30 p.m.
Third Friday in each month. Freemason’s
Tavern, Ramsgate, 8 p.m.
Third Thursday in each month. Drill Hall,
Victoria Road, 8 p.m.
Fourth Friday in each month, Leros T.A.
Centre, Sturry Road, 8 p.m.
Second Monday in each month, British
Legion Club, May Lodge, 8 p.m.
Second Friday in each month, T.A. Drill
Hall, Shellons Street, 8 p.m.
First Wednesday in each month, Drill Hall
8 p.m.

In abeyance.
,
Mr. W. Kinsey, 44 Rotherfield Crescent,
Brighton.

Second Saturday in each month, R.E. Record
Social Club, The College, Ditchling Road,
Brighton, 7.30 p.m.
Mr. Ove Maltesen, Willemoesgade 36, Copen First Tuesday in months October—May, Res.
hagen O.
taurant Josty, Pile A116 14a, Copenhagen.
Mr. G. Saunders, 40 Links Road, Westham, Last Thursday in each month, Wyke Hotel,
Weymouth.
Wyke Regis, Weymouth, 8 p.m. Except
in July and August.

The Association exists to foster Comradeship and to give a helping hand to those in distress.
Membership is open to all who are serving or who have served in The Buffs.
Subscription rates are:—
Life Membership: Officers £2.
Other Ranks £1.
Annual Membership: Officers 5/-. Other Ranks 2/6.
Entrance Fee: 1/-.

LADIES' GUILD
President: M rs. V. Boucher
Chairman
Mrs. M. E. Odell

Secretary
Mrs. M. J. Dalglcish, Woodville, Highwood
Hill, London, N.W.7.

Mrs. J. Crookenden, j.p.

Mrs. Wraight, 93 Markland Road, Dover.

3. F olkestone

Mrs. Coote

Mrs. Kay Mantell, S Page Place, Folkestone.

4. Medway

Mrs. King Holt

Mrs. W. T. Brooker, 67 Malvern Road,
Gillingham, Kent.
Mrs. E. Farrington, 28 Commonwealth
Close, Sittingboume.
Mrs. U. H. B. Alexander, Little Acres,
Littlebourne, Canterbury.
Mrs. D. Joy, 17 Riversdate Road, Ramsgate.

Branch
1. London
2. Dover

,

5. Sittinobourne

Mrs. M. E. Dean

6. C an terb u ry

Mrs. E. V. Argles

7. Ramsgate

Mrs. .T. R. Hogbin
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Meeting Dates and Places
First Saturday in each month. The Queen’s
Head, 2 Marsham Street, Westminster,
S.W.l, 6.30 p.m.
First Thursday in each month, Belgrave
Hall, Belgrave Road, Dover, 3 p.m.
Every other Wednesday, Drill Hall, SheUons
Street, Folkestone, 3.30 p.m.
Fourth Tuesday in each month, Foresters'
Hall, King Street, Gillingham, 2.30 p.m.
Third Wednesday in each month. Drill Hall,
Crown Quay Lane, Sittingboume, 6.45 p.m.
First Wednesday in each month, Leros T.A.
Centre, Sturry Road, 3 p.m.
First Friday in each month, Drill Hall,
Willsons Road, 7.30 p.m.

Members Association of Service Newspapers.
Advertisement Agents: Service Newspapers Ltd., 67/68 Jermyn Street, St. James’s, London, S.W.1.
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MESSAGE BY THE COLONEL OF THE REGIMENT
HIS month we say farewell to The Dragon, the Regimental paper of The Buffs for eighty-seven
years. As such, it has been the record of our regimental life, and in that sense we have all contributed
to it through the generations, whether as writers of battalion, company, etc. notes, or as those
who did the things that provided the authors with their material.
To our editors over the years we owe a special debt, for it is they who have put the story together.
And not least to our present editor who has written up some of the highlights of The Dragon record in
this his last Editorial. It must have been a rather sad and nostalgic task for him, but he can have the
comfort of knowing how much we appreciate the work he has done for us during his tenure of office.
He has the gratitude of us all, both past and present, and we may rest assured that the benefit of his
advice and experience will be readily available to those whose task it will become to shape and produce
our new Invicta, whose first number will appear next month.

T

*

*

*

EDITORIAL
UCH research has gone into the writing
of this last Editorial. In doing so it has
been difficult not to pause too long among
old volumes to read items of special interest. One
has also been made aware of the many years of
foreign service of the regiment.
The Dragon was originally published under
battalion arrangements and during its long life
has been the medium from which much of our
regimental history has been written. The first
number was printed in the Battalion Press at Fort
William, Calcutta in 1874. In September, 1878, we
find an announcement that in consequence of
H.M.’s 1/3rd Regiment, The Buffs proceeding to
England the entire Printing Press is offered for
sale.
The first of two gaps now occurs in the journal’s
history, and not until November, 1886, do we
find it published again, now in Singapore in the
Regimental Press, presumably a new Press as one

M

assumes the original one must have been sold.
In May, 1887 the Regiment moved again to India,
to Fort William, Jullundur, Peshawar and various
stations. From the year 1895 familiar names
appear among the pages of The Dragon, whose
descendants have served in the Regiment to this
day. On the 20th June, 1897 is recorded the death
at Torquay of General Sir Frederick Maude, v.c.,
g .c . b., who as a Lieutenant-Colonel won the
Cross on the 8th September, 1855 in the Crimea,
together with Pte. J. Connors, the first two of the
Regiment’s five V.Cs.
An extract from the journal of February, 1897
is of special interest in view of our amalgamation:—
“The Royal West Kent arrived here on 28th
instant, by two trains in the early morning, and
were welcomed by many of the Officers of the
Regiment, and the men by their comrades in East
Kent. Two fatigue parties of the Regiment were
down at 7 a.m. to unload the train, and on arrival

THE D R AG O N
in barracks, each Company of the West Kent
found a square meal ready, which had been
prepared by their corresponding Company in the
Buffs.”
In the same number we read that the Drummers
of The Buffs played football against those of The
Royal West Kent Regiment, after which “a con
vivial evening was spent, at which eternal vows of
friendship which will not lightly be broken” were
exchanged.
At Kamptee in January, 1901, the death of
Queen Victoria is recorded, the announcement
being rather curiously headed “La Reine est
morte” and concluded with “Vive le Roi” . Why
the French, we wonder. Did the Editor escape
from the clutches of his Indian munshi and enter
those of a charming French lady?
In 1902, it is reported that the first two Buffs
Cottage Homes were opened at Broadstairs, a
second pair being added in 1906.
The Dragon now moves to Ireland and was
printed for the next few years in Dublin.
In May, 1912 we find a sad and momentous
announcement. The sudden death in Hamburg of
the Colonel-in-Chief, His Majesty King Frederik
VIII of Denmark, grandfather of our present
Colonel-in-Chief. However, our Danish con
nection was not to cease and on the 12th May,
1914, The Dragon records the appointment of His
Majesty King Christian X as Colonel-in-Chief.
Now comes the second gap in The Dragon in
consequence of the 1914-1919 War, but in 1916
the War Dragon was printed and published by
Messrs. G. Street and Co. of Lincoln’s Inn.
In 1920, with the 1st Battalion in Cork and the
2nd Battalion in India, The Dragon re-appeared,
printed by Messrs. Gale and Polden. The Dragon,
in its present form, found a permanent home at
the Depot in 1921 under the Editorship of the late
Captain Harry Baird, and with it started the long
association with Messrs. Gibbs and Sons as
printers, which has remained to this day. The
first number in this year covered the first three
months and ever since has appeared monthly. In
this year, also, “The Tramp” (Captain Sydney
Maiden) first wrote his “ Round and About”
jottings, though they did not become a regular
feature for another two years and have been
enjoyed by Buffs throughout the world ever since.
An advertisement in this year is not without
interest and perhaps some amusement to the
younger generation. Messrs. G. R. Barrett, the
well-known Canterbury firm of Motor Agents,
advertise “The Ideal 2-seater Car, 8 h.p. Rover
Car, complete with Lucas electric lighting outfit,
lamps, detachable wheels complete with cover and
inner tube, tools, etc., 250 guineas.” Your present

Editor owned a second-hand car of this model and
very good service it gave, too.
A report in September, 1923 tells of the setting
up of the Executive Committee of the Regimental
Association to co-ordinate the work of the Associ
ation and the various welfare funds which hitherto
had been administered by the officers at the Depot
as and when time permitted. Colonel Harold
Findlay was appointed Honorary Secretary of this
Committee and a year or so later became the first
paid Secretary of the Association and Editor of
The Dragon, a post which he held until 1936, when
he was succeeded by Major A. J. Peareth, known
to many as “ Flash” owing to his sartorial elegance,
and who became a Regimental institution and a
well-loved figure.
During World War II, like the Windmill Theatre,
“ We never closed” and The Dragon was probably
more widely read than ever before. “The Tramp”
had now returned to the Depot from the Reserve
of Officers and occupied part of the Editorial
chair.
In April, 1947, once again is reported the death
of our Colonel-in-Chief, His Majesty King
Christian X of Denmark, who was succeeded by
His Majesty King Frederik IX, our present
gracious Colonel-in-Chief.
In December, 1952 we had to report the tragic
death, after a motor accident, of Major A. J.
Peareth and in July, 1953, your present Editor
was appointed in his place, which brings us up to
date.
Throughout these eighty-seven years of the
history of The Dragon, many people have con
tributed to the success of the journal. Many have
now passed by with, we know, our gratitude, but
to those who remain, our contributors and wellwishers and those advertisers who have supported
us over so many years, we offer our most grateful
thanks and appreciations. To Mrs. Manthorpe,
who for five and a half years has worked untiringly
as assistant to the Editor, and to our printers,
Messrs. Gibbs and Sons, Ltd., who have served
us for forty years, we say “Thank you”. Wf
salute Invicta, the new publication.
“HAIL AND FAREWELL”
*

*

*

Personal Note
In an Editoral note for July, 1953, on taking up
my appointment as Secretary, Past and Present
Association and Editor of The Dragon, I expressed
the hope that I might rely on the help and en
couragement of all those whom it would be. my
privilege to serve. In this last number of The
Dragon I find it difficult to express adequately my
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appreciation of how fully this hope has been
fulfilled. On the 1st March my official appoint
ments will cease with amalgamation, when all
Regimental affairs will be directed by R.H.Q. In
this, my last Dragon, I thank most sincerely all
those who have contributed items of news and
interest, and if sometimes notes have arrived late,
I gladly forgive! I include my wife particularly
in my thanks for her help and moral support,
especially in the early days when a new boy.
May I end with an appeal to support and
encourage Invicta, the journal of the Queen’s Own
Buffs, the Royal Kent Regiment. The Editor will
be Colonel H. R. Grace, o .b.e., who is retiring
from the Active List to take up the appointment
as R.0.2 at R.H.Q. His R.0.3s will be Lieut.Col. H. S. Knocker and Lieut.-Col. A. A. Eason
(R.W.K.). The address for communications will
be: R.H.Q., “ B” Block, Old Infantry Barracks,
Canterbury.
•f*

UR congratulations to the Colonel of the
Regiment on his appointment as a Deputy
Lieutenant for Kent. He asks us to say how
much he has appreciated the many kind messages
he has received on his appointment.

O

*

*

Congratulations also toLieut, and Mrs. J. J.
White on the birth of a son. Also to Capt. and
Mrs. C. T. F. West on the birth of a daughter.
*

*

*

*

H*

❖

It is sad to know that Mr. A. Argrave has had
to terminate his contract owing to illness. His
tailor’s shop, for so many years a landmark to
Buffs, has now become an office.
♦

*

*

Major and Mrs. H. E. Chambers have moved to
8 St. Lawrence Close, Canterbury.
Mr. J. R. Hogben has been elected Chairman of
Ramsgate Branch. Sgt. H. E. Joy, 5th Battalion,
has taken over the duties of Secretary from Mr.
Hogben.
*

*

Mr. C. Kennard who until recently served as
O.R.Q.M.S. at the Depot has been appointed to
the staff at R.H.Q. Mrs. Manthorpe, Assistant to
the Secretary Past and Present Association, and
Editor, The Dragon, for the past five and a half
years, has also been appointed.
H«

H*

He

BIRTHS
white .—On January 30th at Helena Hospital,
Shorncliffe, to Jill (nee Ohman), wife of Lieut.
J. J. White, The Buffs, a son.
Hi

^

Hi

west.—On

A great many of her friends will be sorry to
hear of the death last month of Mrs. Vaughan.
We express our deep sympathy to Lieut.-Col. C.
E. Vaughan. It was with great regret that we heard
also of the death of Captain H. C. F. (Bertie)
Harwood. He had been ill for some time in the
Kent and Canterbury Hospital. We report also
the deaths of Mr. E. E. Stanger and Mrs. V. Ham
mond, wife of Mr. B. W. Hammond of Sandwich,
and offer our sympathy. Mr. Stanger, who died
in his 88th year, served as a volunteer under the
late Colonel John Body and subsequently went to
India and Mesopotamia. He was a much respected
citizen of Tenterden, where he was the proprietor
of one of the leading grocery businesses. Up to a
few years ago he regularly attended the Remem
brance Service.
*

He

#

Personalia

*

We have heard from Mr. E. A. Sy, a Buff whose
home is at Bexley, that he was the driver of the
ambulance which brought Colonel Rodney Hews
from Dartford Hospital to Canterbury. Colonel
and Mrs. Hews are both now in the Kent and
Canterbury Hospital and slowly making progress,
though visitors are not yet encouraged.

*

Those who served with him will be interested to
hear of the engagement of Mr. D. H. E. Jeston to
Miss Elizabeth Sharp.

February 5th, 1961, at The Wood,
Hawley, Nr. Camberley, to Bridget {nee Halsall),
wife of Captain C. T. F. West, The Buffs, a
daughter.
*

*

*

DEATH
January 31st, 1961, peacefully at
La-Quinta, Wye, Kent, H. C. F. Harwood,
beloved son of Mrs. Fairfax Harwood.

harwood .— On

*

*

*

Obituary
LIEUT. A. M. HILLS
ONY Hills will always be one of the best
remembered of the post-war National Service
subalterns of the regiment. He and his
parents have long lived in Canterbury and Tony
was educated at Kent College. He joined the 1st
Battalion as a National Service Second-Lieutenant
in Germany in 1955 and served with the battalion
until the end of his service in 1956. Thereafter he

T
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joined the 4th (T.A.) Battalion with whom he
served, apart from a short break while at the
University, until his most tragic death in a motor
accident on 22nd January.
T is interesting and we think appropriate that
As a keen rugger player he was well known in
the 16th May (Albuhera Day) this year will
both Canterbury and Tonbridge rugger circles.
mark the tercentenary of the Treaty of Peace,
I,
and I suspect, most others who knew Tony Alliance and Commerce between England and
will remember him for his friendliness and his Denmark. The treaty was signed on behalf of
great enjoyment of life. Whatever he did he did Charles II of England and Frederik III King of
to the best of his ability and he made sure that he Denmark and Norway. The treaty, which is
enjoyed doing it. There can be few who met him probably now stronger than ever, had been the
who did not laugh with him, and I am sure that is basis for all subsequent Anglo-Danish trade agree
how he would want us to remember him.
ments.
All his friends will want with me to extend their
*
*
*
deepest sympathy to Mr. and Mrs. Hills on this
the death of their son.
E.W.M.

Tercentenary o f AngloDanish Friendship

I

*

* '

*

Amalgamation Day

Athens War Memorial

EDNESDAY, 1st March, 1961, will be the
official date for the Amalgamation with
The Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regi
ment. A parade to be held at Ross Barracks,
Shorncliffe on that day will symbolise the physical
amalgamation and, in particular, the amalgamation
of both 1st Battalions into the 1st Battalion, The
Queen’s Own Buffs, The Royal Kent Regiment.
The parade will be a private and domestic occasion
and will be held in front of the Colonels of the
two Regiments. Owing to the small size of the
parade ground, numbers taking part will be limited
to two companies and the Colours of each Regi
ment. For the same reason, no special arrange
ments can be made for spectators, but any past or
serving members of each Regiment will, of course,
be welcome. Again, in order to conserve resources,
particularly financial, for the Presentation of new
Colours, it is regretted that no entertainment
arrangements can be made after the Amalgamation
Parade. The parade will start at 11.00 hours and
last about an hour. Spectators are requested to be
in position by 10.45 hours.

IS Royal Highness The Duke of Gloucester,
accompanied by Her Royal Highness The
Duchess of Gloucester, will unveil the
Athens Memorial in the presence o f His Majesty
The King of the Hellenes, The Queen and other
members of the Royal Family o f Greece, on the
10th May, 1961.
The Memorial commemorates more than 2,800
officers and men of the Armies of the Common
wealth who died on the mainland and islands of
Greece and in Yugoslavia during the 1939-45 War
and who have no known grave. The Memorial
and the Phaleron War Cemetery were designed
by Mr. Louis de Soissons, c.v.o., o .b . e ., r . a .,
f . r . i . b . a .,
and have been constructed by the
Commonwealth War Graves Commission. One
hundred and twenty-two Buffs are commemorated.
Arrangements have been made for The British
Legion to lay a wreath from the Regiment after the
unveiling.

W

*'

*

H

*

*

*

Future Events

Family Gathering
BOUT three hundred guests attended a
stupendous cocktail party given by Lieut.Col. Dendy and the Officers of the 1st
Battalion, to Officers of The Buffs and their wives,
many of whom travelled long distances—even one
from Ireland—to be present on this last regimental
occasion as Buffs. This in itself was touching
and although one might have felt some sadness,
the whole atmosphere was that of a happy re-union
of old friends. Colonel Dendy and his officers are
to be congratulated on the success of this wonderful
evening.

A

*

1961
Mar.
April
June
Aug.
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1.
11.

AMALGAMATION DAY.
BRIGHTON BRANCH DINNER, ARLINGTON
HOTEL, 6.30 P.M.
7. TERRITORIAL ARMY BALL, WINTER GAR
DENS, MARGATE.
29. WEST COUNTRY BUFFS LUNCH, TAUNTON.
17, 19, 20. KENT V AUSTRALIANS, CANTER
BURY.
5-11. CANTERBURY CRICKET WEEK, ST.
LAWRENCE GROUND.
13. REMEMBRANCE SERVICE AND REUNION.

T HE D R A G O N

1st Battalion
HERE has been a con
siderable amount of in
ternal movement taking
place within the Battalion
during the last month with
the aim of facilitating the
process of Amalgamation,
which officially takes place
on the 1st of March. On the
9th of January, the Buffs
Companies were integrated
with the Companies of the
Queen’s Own in order to form
the
Companies which will
in due course comprise the
1st Battalion The Queen’s
Own Buffs, The Royal Kent Regiment. This
movement entailed a great deal of “coming and
going” throughout the day and several C.S.M.’s
were to be seen collecting up those who had strayed,
whilst the C.Q.M.S.’s were frantically handing/
taking over accommodation at the rapid rate!
However, when darkness fell, all was quiet and by
the following morning the newly-formed Com
panies might have been in existance for many
months.

T

The Warrant Officers and Sergeants kindly
invited all the Officers into their Mess on the 6th
of January for a pre-lunch drink and this invitation
was returned by the Officers on the 13th of January.
On both occasions many T.A. P.ST.’s attended,
which helped to make the parties go with a swing.
It was particularly pleasing to see W.O. II
(R.Q.M.S.) G. Stremes, d .f.m. again, who was
fresh from the Somaliland and looking very sun
tanned and fit.
Our congratulations this month go to Major
(Q.M.) “Moggy” Catt and to Captain Tom
Williams on their substantive promotion to those
ranks and to Lieut, and Mrs. John White on the
birth of their son (one less recruit to find! ?) and
to Lieut. Eric Sansom who recently attended a
Regular Commissions Board and managed to
successfully convince them that he is, as we well
know, a Schoolmaster with a future in the Army!
We welcome to the Battalion 2/Lieut, Peter
Hewlett-Smith, on first commissioning from Mons
O.C.S. Recent and imminent departures include
Major David Barrett and Lieut. Herbert Bois, who
eave for civilian life; we wish them well for the
uture and trust that they will visit us from time
o time.

It was with deep regret that we heard of the
tragic death of Lieut. Tony Hills, who was killed
in a car accident. He will be sadly missed by all
those who had the pleasure of knowing him and
we offer our sympathy to his relatives.
The main sporting events this month have been
the H.C.D. Cross-Country Running Champion
ships and the fourth round of the Army Soccer
Cup against the D.L.I.
Our Cross-Country team did well to finish second
and now go forward to the Eastern Command
Championships. Unfortunately the Soccer side did
not fare so well and met a particularly polished
D.L.I. side who beat them 7 goals to 1. However,
the general all round talent so far seen in th
Queen’s Own Buffs teams promises good things
for the future.
*

*

*

WARRANT OFFICERS’ AND SERGEANTS’ MESS
There can be few things in life more melancholy than the
sensation of doing something for the last time. On this
occasion the sense of loss to which such events inevitably
give rise is exacerbated by the knowledge that not only are
these the last Dragon notes which your present reporter
will write—they are the last that will be written by anyone.
December was a blank month. Everyone was on leave for
at least some part of it and there is nothing to report save
the Advance Party kept on working and the Rear Party
arrived from Dortmund, but in January we have been very
active of course.
R.S.M. Turmaine and Bod Adlam visited us. Bob looks
extremely prosperous and Mr. Turmaine is unchanged in
word and deed. Mr. Turmaine is soon to take up an appoint
ment at the Army Pay Office, Whitchurch. Bob Adlam
now Mr., is to become a steward of a well-known Gold Club’
on the North Devon coast.
We had a big party on Friday, 13th January and in spite
of the apparently inauspicious day this was a huge success.
We were well supported by the Queen’s Own Royal West
Kent Regiment and to judge from the attendance few in
either Mess can be superstitious.
If The Queen’s Own Buffs should ever provide the Guard
for Her Majesty’s Tower of London, it is probable that
something mysterious will happen to the celebrated Keys.
At any rate, it will if Frank Denny has anything to do with
them.
Frank, in fact, is fast taking the place of Dick Cribben
as the unpaid and, more often than otherwise, unintentional,
Court Jester.
The loss of the key to his bunk and his subsequent athletic
housebreaking to gain entry caused amusement enough
(Dick nearly had a heart attack over it) but his reaction when
informed by Colin Webb that he might have to share the bed
in the visitor’s room with George Stremes would have
convulsed a stoic.
Shortly after this affair came a fire in the M.T. Tech.
Store. This occurred whilst Frank was paying out his
platoon and gave rise to numerous unkind observations
about “fiddling while Rome burned!” . Never mind, Frank,
hink what happened to Nero!
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The M.O.’s quarters have, according to Colin Webb’s
theory, a poltergeist. This, at any rate, is his explanation
of the “ Moustache Affair” .
The R.S.M. was mystified one evening on looking into
his locker to find, reposing forlornly on the shelf, a neat
line of carefully clipped hairs.
Investigation made it certain that this phenomenon was
indeed a moustache. But where it came from and how it
arrived in the R.S.M.’s locker remains a mystery—unless it
was left by Colin’s poltergeist.
Or could it, perchance, be a form of witchcraft akin to
piercing wax dolls with long pins?
Alas! we shall never know!
What with this and the inexplicable disappearance of the
plug of an electric razor and the keys which turn themselves
in locks, life in the W.O.’s block is never dull and frequently
eerie.
In January there were many exits and entrances and in
February there will be more.
We have welcomed, or will shortly welcome back to the
fold, Alan Martin, Ben Lyons, Dick Wood, Bob Recton
and Ernie “ My Fair Lady” Streeter and we will have said,
or will shortly say, our farewells to R.S.M. Sharman, Colin
Webb, Peter Floyd, Syd Day, “Pedro” Marsh, Jack Townsley, Alf Lockwood, Harry Williams, Bob Page, John Wright,
“Yorkie” Olbison, Bill Histed, “ Darkie” Harris, Frank
Gould, Peter Bishop, Tony Prudence and John Mogford.
Colin Webb is now firmly established at Home Counties
Brigade Depot and Syd Day, taking a premature release, is
joining the prosperous ranks of shopkeepers. Syd is taking
a business in the Maidenhead area.
That we hope to see them all as visitors in the future goes
without saying.
Most of them are in the Mess photograph which appears
in this issue.
Nick Winter apparently thought it was to be a colour
photograph and Dick Cribben and “Headshrinker”
Mahoney very nearly did not appear in it at all.
With the integration of Companies and Departments we
are speedily getting to know our colleagues from The Queen’s
Own Royal West Kent Regiment. Some of us, of course,
have served together before.
Arthur Maslen was recently surprised by the unexpected
arrival of his brother from Canada, whom he had not seen
for sixteen years!
We are sorry to hear of the illness of Mrs. “Tug” Wilson
and wish her a speedy and complete recovery.
And so we come to the end of a chapter.
It seems to this scribe, however, that to speak of “ends’’
at this juncture is factually and psychologically wrong.
For, As Sir Winston Churchill suggested of a recent similar
occasion, this is not two endings but one beginning.
Or, to put it another way, it is as if two wide and strongly
flowing streams which have pursued their courses in
dependently for many miles, have converged to form one
river and are stronger for doing so.
That this river may strongly flow, and straight, is the
parting wish of this reporter who now breathes his last.
It is with deep regret that we have learned of the untimely
death of Mrs. Porter. We extend our sympathies to C/Sgt.
Porter and all relatives.

Round and About
by The Tramp
HIS is the last time
that these random
notes will be sent to
The Dragon. My readers
will, therefore, forgive me
if a faint tinge of nostalgia
creeps into them. It is
hard to resist the temp
tation to look backward
over one’s shoulder when
a turning-point on a long
road is reached. More
years ago than I care to
calculate my first Editor,
the late Captain Harry
Baird induced me to send
him a monthly sheaf. He was the first of four
Editors who printed my occasionally tardy con
tributions. After him came the late Colonel Harold
Findlay and my good friend and one-time Company
Commander, the late Major Peareth (“Flash” to
his countless friends). And, finally, the present
Editor. From each I received the most kindly
consideration as well as appreciation out of all
proportion to the merits of my efforts. Only on
one occasion can I remember the Editorial blue
pencil being employed on anything I wrote and
that, even at the time, I was bound to admit was
justified. My judgment in a certain matter was at
fault and the resulting comment in my notes was
well off the mark.

T

THE POST-BAG
I cannot say that my post-bag has often been
burdened with letters from those who read my
notes, but from time to time I was encouraged as
well as entertained by responses to what I had
written. I have had letters from old Buffs living
in places as widely separated as Canada and Bom
bay. This proved not so much that Round and
About was a significant feature of The Dragon as
that the range of the Regimental journal was
wide-spread.
PERSONAL VIEW
I have also been quietly amused at times by the
look of surprise on the faces of people I had not
met when I was introduced as “The Tramp” . No
doubt the pseudonym was a trifle misleading and
at variance with my personal appearance, though
heaven knows that sartorial elegance is not among
my characteristics. It was Harry Baird who in
vented the title Round and About and the
pseudonym, “The Tramp” . I believe he brought
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both to The Dragon from The Ex-Serviceman, a
paper he founded and edited immediately after
World War I. Few people will remember this
lively little sheet which concerned itself with the
welfare, especially as regards pensions, of those
who had served in the forces, its circulation was
limited but its influence was surprisingly big and
extended into the House of Commons. Many
anomalies and injustices were ventilated and often
corrected as a result of comments in Harry Baird’s
paper.

VALEDICTION
Well, there it is: the penultimate paragraph of
the last Dragon “ Round and About” . When the
new Regimental journal begins publication I look
forward to reading what The Tramp’s successor has
to say. Meanwhile to those who have scanned
my humble contributions I send my best respects.
And to the new journal my warmest good wishes.
(We have no doubt The Tramp will be induced to
continue his jottings.—Editor.)
:J:

sje

Correspondence

TOPICS
Looking back, I recall many occasions when
I have sat down at my desk, facing a beautifully
clean sheet of paper, without the faintest idea in
my head. Being a somewhat unmethodical person,
I have never kept a note-book in which to jot down
the odd topic for my next article. Sometimes
I have scribbled something on the back of an
envelope only to forget where I had put it as
press-date loomed ahead. I always think better
with a pen in my hand and once the opening
paragraph is under way my mind, such as it is,
begins to work. I can honestly say, however, that
I have enjoyed writing these notes. They have
taken the place of the many unwritten letters to
old friends. I envy the ardent and voluminous
letter writer, a species almost extinct in these days
of the telephone. The most energetic letter-writer
the Regiment ever had was the late Major “Golly’'
Gould. He wrote as he talked with hardly a stop
for breath, but he was vastly entertaining. One of
my earliest memories of him was when the 1st
Battalion was at Ypres in 1915. He was com
manding “A” Company temporarily and I was
among his subalterns. Whenever he could snatch
a few minutes from his many duties he could be
seen with a writing case on his knee and an in
delible pencil in his hand telling one or other of
his numerous friends such news as the Censor
permitted. 1 always feel that those letters of
Golly’s, if they existed, would provide much useful
material to future historians, regimental and other
wise. It is from letters and diaries that we can
re-create the past. The diary of Wilfrid Saxby
Barham, for example, was most revealing. Barham
was a subaltern in the 1st Battalion at the time
I mention and his diary of those days, cut short
only by his lamented death in action shortly
afterwards, gives a very vivid personal picture of
life in France and Flanders. His father printed
and published (privately) his son’s diary after the
war and for a time a copy of it was in the Depot
Mess Library. It should, if a copy is still available,
be in the Regimental Museum.

Hillside,
Sissinghurst,
Kent.
February 3rd, 1961.
To the Editor, The Dragon.
Dear Ted,
I think the following may be of interest to
readers of The Dragon as being something out of
the ordinary.
This year for the first time an Inter-University
Canoe Race took place between Oxford and
Cambridge and the winner was Andrew MacLehose
(late Sergeant, 1st Battalion), using his own canoe.
He is now an undergraduate at Exeter College,
Oxford. The race was held on January 11th on the
River Dee about half-a-mile below Llangollen.
The course was 5 | miles long, taking in the
notorious half-mile of Trevor Rock Rapids drop
ping sharply down beneath Trevor Bridge. Andrew
MacLehose led from the start and covered the
course in 24 minutes. His next venture will be the
long distance canoe race on February 19th. On
finishing his service with the 1st Battalion in
Germany, he crossed the Channel (unescorted)
from Calais to Dover in the same canoe in five
hours, and from his account to me of this unusual
method of travel, it seems that crossing Piccadilly
Circus in the rush hour is a much more hazardous
undertaking.
Yours, etc.,
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JOIN THE
PAST A N D PRESENT
ASSOCIATION

THE DRAGON
THE FIRST MEETING OF THE QUEEN’S
OWN BUFFS GOLFING SOCIETY TO BE
HELD AT THE QUEEN’S HOTEL, DEAL,
SATURDAY, 22n d APRIL, 1961.

The Buffs Golfing Society
S previously announced,
the first meeting of the
Queen’s Own Buffs Golfing
Society will take place at Royal
St. George’s Golf Club on 22nd23rd April, 1961.
A dinner, followed by the
first Annual General Meeting of
the Society, will be held at the
Queen’s Hotel, Deal on the
evening o f Saturday, 22nd April.
The list of competitions and
trophies and the Agenda for
the meeting are shown below.
Will all members o f the Buffs Golfing Society, who
at present hold any of the Cups and/or Trophies
belonging to the Society, please bring them, with
out fail, to this meeting, or arrange for some other
member to bring them if they are unable to be
present.
M.P.D.D.

A

Agenda
1. Appointment of Officers and Honorary Secre
tary.
2. Financial situation of the Society.
3. Eligibility for membership of the Society.
4. To confirm matches already arranged for
1961 and Autumn meeting at the Wilder
ness Golf Club on 22nd September, 1961.
5. Arrangements for meetings and matches for
1962.
6. Arrangements for drawing up of Rules of
Society, etc.
7. Arrangements for selection of trophies to be
competed for at future meetings.
8. Suggestions for design o f Golfing Society Tie.
9. Appointment of Captain of Regimental Team
to compete for Argyle and Sutherland
Bowl at A.G.S. Meeting.
10. Any other business.

COMPETITIONS A ND TROPHIES
Time
Event
Cup or Trophy
Saturday, 22nd April (a.m.) 18 Holes Single—
Scratch Medal
The Bonham Carter Cup
Handicap Medal
The Paget Cup
Handicap Stableford The Kent Playing Fields Cup
Handicap Stableford The Kenward Cup
Handicap Stableford Le Coupe des Lapins

Presented by

Remarks

The Queen’s Own
The Buffs
The Queen’s Own H ’cap 12 & below
The Buffs
H ’cap 13 to 17
The Buffs
H ’cap 18 '& above

Saturday (p.m.)

18 Holes Foursomes
Handicap Stableford The Trevor and Baird Cups

The Buffs

Sunday, 23rd April (a.m.)

18 Holes Singles
Bogey Handicap

The Lynden-Bell Trophy

The Buffs

Sunday (p.m.)

18 Holes Foursomes—
Handicap Bogey

The Foursomes Cups

The Buffs

Partners drawn

Partners by
arrangement

N.B.—All present holders o f Cups are requested to bring them on April 22nd.

*

4s

4s

Regimental Gazette
T hird S upplement t o th e London G azette o f F riday,
I 3th J anuary, 1961
I nfantry
A rmy E mergency R eserve of O fficers

T erritorial A rmy R eserve of O fficers
T he B uffs.—Capt. (Hon. Maj.) M. A. Bompas (92686),
having exceeded the age limit, ceases to belong to the T.A.
Res. o f Offrs., 18th January, 1961, retaining the hon. rank
o f Maj.
Second S upplement t o the London G azette o f F riday ,
27th J anuary, 1961

N ational Service L ist

I nfantry

The Buffs.—2nd Lt. R. H. P. Boyle (461934) from Reg.
Army, Nat. Serv. List, to be 2nd Lt., 13th December, 1960,
with seniority 15th August, 1959.

T erritorial A rmy R eserve of O fficers
T he B uffs.—Lt. A. J. Cathery (453996) from Active List
to be Lt., 28th March, 1960, retaining his present seniority.
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4th Battalion
Colonel D. J. Dean, v.c., t . d ., d . l ., j .p .,
Lieut.-Col. J. Tilleard, t . d ., the Officers and
All Ranks o f the 4th Battalion, extend their
deepest sympathy to Mr. and Mrs. V. H.
Hills on the tragic death of their son, Lieut.
Anthony Michael Hills, killed in a motor'
accident on 22nd January, 1961.

NE takes The D ragon
so much for granted that
it is only now when it
is in its last issue that we
realise what we are losing.
There must be thousands of
copies dating back into an
tiquity, still carefully looked
after by hundreds of Old
Buffs the world over. This
proves that it is what every
Regimental magazine tries to
be; something intimate and
treasured by all members of
the Regimental family. Cer
tainly the present Editor and
his tiny staff deserve our most grateful thanks for
keeping it that way. They certainly deserve the
thanks of recalcitrant note writers like us, who
never meet the dead-line, and .yet still have our
unworthy contributions accepted.

O

We recently met an officer who had, some years
ago, been Adjutant of this Battalion. He said that
he had enjoyed his time with the T.A. as it had been
so pleasant to be in a job which finished at four
o ’clock every day. He went on to say that we had
no doubt closed down for the winter!! Times must
have changed—so far this year we have had a
Battalion T.E.W.T., a Battalion Exercise and a
Brigade Exercise. Next month we are out again
trying our' hand at Civil Defence!
Shooting, too, is in the news. Our “A ” Company
won the Brigade Sub-unit Shooting Competition;
we are hoping for a success shortly in one of the
Inter-unit Postal Small-bore Matches and we have
set our sights at the Divisional Meeting in April.
We wish the best of luck to all those who have
already applied themselves to this all important
business of shooting and ask those who have yet
to start, to “get cracking”.

We welcome Captain John O’Brien-Hill and his
wife, Anne, to the Battalion. May they enjoy
their time with us. Certainly Captain O’BrienHill’s long and varied service in the Regular Army
will be of great use to us. Having started Army
life as a Buff, he has at long last returned to his
proper home.
We understand that Colonel and Mrs. Hews \
are now progressing well after their serious motor
accident. We sincerely wish them a very speedy
recovery.
On the social side, we report the continued
success of the Saturday Morning Club, at whid*
past and present officers o f the Regiment meet ai
our Mess to launch the week-end in the proper
spirit. To those who can come but have not yet
been to visit us, we extend a warm welcome.
We have lost P.S.I.s W.O. II Lyons, Sgt. Wood
and Sgt. Recton this month. We are glad to know
that they all return to the 1st Battalion, whose
gain will be our loss. We thank them for their
great efforts on our behalf and wish them and their
families the best of luck. We welcome as replace
ments, W.O. II Histed, Sgt. Page and Sgt. Harris.
Last, but far from least, we wish The Queen’s
Own Buffs, The Royal Kent Regiment, and the
1st Battalion in particular, a most happy and
illustrious future.
*

H*

*

“A” COMPANY
The writer has followed the fortunes o f four regiments in
as many regimental magazines, and can honestly record
that The Dragon is the most interesting military monthly he
has had the good fortune to read. The type, general arrange
ment and articles always have interest even to new Buffs.
To the Editor, contributors and printers may I thank you
all for past pleasure, and trust that your talents will be
utilized in whatever form o f publication now emerges.
A hearty welcome to the following newcomers to our
Company. May their service with us be long and to our
mutual benefit:—Captain I. Obrien-Hill, Pte. N . Mount,
Pte. H. Holness, Pte. R. Firmin, Pte.- W. Stallwood, and
the return o f Pte. A. Kelly, just released from the R.A.F.
Congratulations to Sgt. H. Noyes on attaining a clasp
to his T.A. Efficiency Medal. Congratulations also to Pte.
Stevens and his wife on the birtn o f a daugnter (another one
for the Party this year).
Perhaps readers will remember that last year we forecast
a great future for "A” Company marksmen, and we are
very proud to relate that we won the 133rd Infantry Brigade
T.A. Inter-Company Annual Classification Competition.
We had set our sights on this achievement and realise that
this year we shall have to do better even, if we want to
remain at the top. Most of our new men are also first class
shots, and this will make our rivals’ task a formidable one.
In the .22 field we are also able to report some heartening
achievements. Our “A ” Team in the Kent T.A. Inter-Unit
.22 Competition is further up the ladder than any of the
other battalion teams, and is lying eighth from the top.
Only one more shoot to go, and we have reason to believe
that at our present rate o f improvement the “cream” will
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have to look after their laurels. Our Company team, in
their Division of the T.A. National .22 Competition, are
lying third, and have only been beaten by the battalion team
of The K.O.Y.L.I. and the battalion team o f The D.L.I.
We are now gaining on the leaders. In the last shoot our
team scored an average o f 94 out of a hundred. The team
consists of Sgt. Thundow, Sgt. Cope, L/Cpl. Holness, Pte.
Holness, S.Cfn. Lindridge, Pte. Butcher and L/Cpl. Cornelius
first reserve.
We therefore close our notes in this final edition o f
The Dragon, and hope to meet all our friends and comiades
in the pages o f some other illustrious magazine.

*

*

*

“B” COMPANY
It is with a feeling of making history that these Dragon
notes are written—the last in its present form.
We are proud that “B” Company is becoming an in
creasingly dedicated Buffs Company. We, like so many
T.A. Companies, find our volunteers from many different
regiments and corps, not excluding the Royal Navy and the
R.A.F. It is a fairly simple matter to instil regimental pride
into a new volunteer who has no previous service and we
should like to pay tribute to those whose personal pride and
duty have made all these varied volunteers feel that on serving
with The Buffs they are accepted as part o f a large and happy
family who will enjoy wonderful comradeship for the rest of
their lives.
It is with genuine pride and pleasure that we look on our
past record o f those members o f the Company who have
joined Regular battalions and will now serve in the new
Queen’s Own Buffs. The best o f luck. We will follow your
service with great interest and, to be truthful, with some
envy!
It is with satisfaction to all of us at Sittingbourne that we
hear that C.S.M. Lyons has joined “A” Company o f the
new Regular Battalion.
We are also pleased to hear that the driver and passenger
have recovered after taking part in the recent road widening
operation in the Milton Regis area.
Company activities started this month with our children’s
party on Saturday, 7tn January. This was run in con
junction with the Past and Present Association. The Ladies’
Guild prepared all the food and are to be congratulated on
the splendid feast that the children enjoyed. The Band
entertained the children with their playing, supported by a
local clown who was the M.C. for the greater part o f the
evening. A hearty vote of thanks to all those volunteers
who gave the children a party they will remember with
pleasure for many months to come. The impact on the
children when the Band struck up was a most amusing sight
to see. They stood quite still and just stared in amazement
for some minutes. What an achievement, to have some 122
children standing still for that length of tim e!
The same evening as the children’s party, the officers had
to dash off to Canterbury to welcome the officers and their
ladies o f the 1st Battalion to a cocktail party given in their
honour. Those who attended had a most interesting and
enjoyable evening. It was certainly a great pleasure to meet
one’s opposite number.
Sunday the 8th saw the Officers, Warrant Officers and
Senior N.C.O.s out at Wrinstead Court on a T.E.W.T.
with 5th Buffs. This proved to be a most instructive day
with fine weather for a change too.
The 14th and 15th saw the Company out in the same area,
this time with a bigger attendance, on an exercise called
“Twisted Miss”. We are wondering if this title is due to
the fact that it is our.usual Company training area, or that
it is used by some members o f the Company for courting,
or perhaps it could refer to a local pub.

Some realistic training was carried out and many lessons
were learnt. To some o f those taking part it was their first
all-night exercise but they seemed to survive very well
indeed.
Company cooks are to be congratulated on the excellent
meals tney prepared, and the 5th Battalion for the really
first class fighting patrols they sent against us.
The new P.S.I., Sgt. Page, has installed himself in his
quarters. We hope his stay with us will be a happy and
fruitful one to all concerned.
Sgt. Page was somewhat shaken on being told by C.S.M.
Lyons that a part o f his duty as P.S.I. was to conduct the
Band. This, o f course, was duly fixed with the Band Master.
Sgt. Page was introduced to the Band, whereupon C.S.M.
Lyons picked up the baton and proceeded to take the Band
in proper style through a piece o f music, turning the music
at the proper time and looking quite skilled in the part.
When this was finished, the new P.S.I. was invited to take
the Band through the next piece, but on being handed the
baton, very tactfully declined.

*

*

*

“C” COMPANY
This month has seen the change over in P.S.I.s both
at Ashford and Cranbrook, and we have had to say farewell
to Sgt. Recton and Sgt. Wood, both o f whom were seen off
in a suitable fashion and with suitable presentations. We
were very pleased to have the Commanding Officer, Training
Major and R.S.M. at Ashford to take part in Sgt. Recton’s
send off, the party getting into swing in traditional manner
about midnight. We thank both o f them for their great
help during their tour with us, and we wish Sgt. Recton and
Sgt. Wood and their wives good luck in the future.
The main training event for all of us this month was o f
course exercise “Twisted Miss”, which took place in the
Doddington area. In spite o f the weather, etc., everyone
enjoyed themselves—even the lonely standing patrol, and
our cooks turned riflemen!! We hope now to have an even
better turn out for Bloodhound II, the Company’s war cry
now being “never mind the weather, never mind the rain!!”.
Congratulations to the C.S.M. and C/Sgt. on the award
o f the T.A. Efficiency Medal. Well done!! Now get set
for the first o f the rosettes.
Finally, we welcome to Ashford our new P.S.I., C.S.M.
Histed, and to Cranbrook Sgt. Harris. We know that Sgt.
Harris is accustomed to the sometimes mysterious ways of
the T.A. and we hope he will have a good tour with this
Company, and that C.S.M. Histed, once he has settled down,
and can put names to faces, will enjoy his stay with us at
Ashford.
Pte. Moore o f this Company died in a road accident on
January 9th. He was very popular with everyone at Ashford,
and will be remembered in the Battalion as a cook at camp
last year. The Company sent a bearer party to the military
funeral, with mourners from B.H.Q. and all the units from
this drill hall. We extend our deepest sympathy to his
family and friends.
•I*

t(s

,

“D ” COMPANY
Our Dragon notes begin on a sad note this month, because
this is the last time they go to press as The Dragon. The
Dragon has been for a long time the link between our
battalions and our exiles all over the world. We o f this
Company would like to say “Thank you” for all the hard
work put in by the Editor and all ranks who have to think
hard each month for something to write about.
This month has been a succession of hard training,
including two large scale exetcises, with di ill nights being
employed in working up to them. Our first exercise was held
in fresh fields and pastures new for us, quite near “The
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Exercise in February. This took-place in the same
area as the T.E.W.T., thanks to the helpful co
operation o f local farmers and a very successful
exercise it proved to be. Conditions under foot were
deplorable, but at least it did not rain and patrols
spent a busy and hectic night penetrating the enemy
positions. It is reported that one such patrol
successfully removed a “Cookhouse” sign from
under the very eyes o f the enemy R.S.M .—no
mean feat and equalled only in consternation when
one unfortunate Company Commander was nearly
blown up by one o f his own thunder-flashes. Both
Battalions received a very good press on this
occasion and the accompanying photographs
* helped to keep us in the public eye.
Major Alan Peckham paid a surreptitious visit
to Castlemartin prior to the main recce of the
Camp area next month and reports indicate very
little change in the Guillemot country, although
certain forthcoming attractions appear to have
excited sections o f the national press.
The Commanding Officer and Major F. G.
Neville attended the Divisional study week-end
“Qui Vive” at Shorncliffe and returned looking
very thoughtful indeed.
AH units are now poised for the forthcoming
Brigade Exercise “Bloodhound II” in the Acrise
area and the preliminary recces were carried out
in a blinding rainstorm on the 29th January. The
difficulties o f laying out Company areas outside
the main Training Area were very neatly sum
marised by one Company Commander, who when
shown his location, exploded “Position—it’s an
//^position!” The day is memorable for one other
incident—a chance meeting in Elham with C.S.M.
Seymour, who seemed very pleased indeed to make
the acquaintance o f part-time Buffs.
The Territorial soldier may not have such close
Regimental ties as his Regular counterpart, but
he has come to recognise the Dragon as the publi
cation which links his activities with those o f the
Regiment as month by month his doings are
recorded. The fact that this will be the last issue
o f the Dragon brings home very sharply the
realisation that all too soon now the 4th Battalion
and ourselves will.remain to safeguard and con
tinue the history made over the past four hundred
years. The Battalion correspondent. Captain
Reggie Morgan, would like to thank all his con
tributors who are coerced each month into
producing copy for the next issue for their great
help—they may rest assured his reminders will
still continue—and above all his thanks to the
Editor for being so patient when notes are overdue!
March will see the first issue o f the new Journal,
in which we hope to take our place side by side
with the 4th Battalion and the 4th/5th Battalion
Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment (T.A.).

“A” COMPANY
The writer of the notes for this Company seems to have
forever something to apologise for, and this time it is for
having omitted to wish our readers a Happy New Year,
especially since this year should prove to be a very important
one in the history of the Battalion. However, a Happy New
Year, one and all.
We have now officially said au revo ir, but not good-bye,
to Major Balding, and we offer Major Neville a welcome
and an assurance of the same support as we gave Major
Balding.
This month has been an active one. The Battalion
N.C.O.s’ Cadre is now over, examinations have been taken
and results are awaited with the customary apprehension.
It is just possible that now certain Officers may receive
copies of “Infantry Platoon in Battle” for which they have
eagerly been waiting.
The Company’s .22 shooting team has done extremely
well, and is now lying fourth in our Division of the T.A.
Small Bore League. Congratulations to Mr. Jones and his
band of enthusiasts.
On January 8th the Officers and Senior N.C.O.s’ went on
a Defence T.E.W.T. at Wrinstead Court in preparation for
the Battalion Exercise. This was an excellent idea in that it
gave most o f the patrol leaders on the Battalion Exercise
an excellent view of the topography of the enemy’s position.
This led on to the Battalion Exercise on January 14th
and 15th, during which the Company provided the bulk of
the men for Exercise “B” Company. In the early stages
some of our heroes (Cpl. Cook and L/Cpls. Belsey and
Hayward) were photographed dining from their mess tins.
Later some aggressive and successful patrolling in which
Sgts. Christian and Mirams took an important part, took
place. Anxiety over the possibility of some of the Company
contracting fowl pest owing to eating their meals in a hut
lately inhabited by some recently deceased poultry, has now
abated, since the men in question are still apparently in
good health.
On Saturday, January 21st, the Company held its Christ
mas Party, which was successful although smaller. Our
thanks are due to Mrs. Mirams and the Company’s Social
Committee for their excellent work here.
The only fa u x p a s was committed by a certain N.C.O.,
who called Father Christmas “Sir”.
On January 29th, a recce was held for the Brigade Exercise
which is to take place on February 4th and 5th, and this is
looked forward to with modest eagerness. “River, Stay
Away from Mah Door.”
From January 27th to 29th, Captain Hollies went to the
Cadet Training Centre at Frimley Park for a gentlemanly
course, learning a few tips on how to get on with our junior
brothers-in-arms, the A.C.F.
That completes this month’s notes from “A ” Company,
and these notes must end with recalling regretfully that this
is the last contribution to The D ragon . We must look
forward to the appearance of the Journal of The Queen’s
Own Buffs, and try not to dwell too much on the past.

*

*

*

“B” COMPANY
The Company says good-bye and thank you to our P.S.I.,
Sgt. Ernie Streeter, who returns to 1/Buffs and we extend
a welcome to Sgt. Hansen, who lately was chairbome at
Westwood. May his stay be as happy as his predecessor’s.
Our new Company Commander, Major R. P. Wright; is
now firmly in the chair and pieces of paper are now starting
to fly about.
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On the Battalion Exercise during week-end 14th-15th
January the Company acquitted themselves admirably.
Every man in the Company went out on at least one patrol.
Lieut. Dineley going mad and going out on three! his
personal score for the exercise being one Officers’ Mess Hut
and Battalion H.Q. and one Company H.Q. If the unit
that is deficient o f a cookhouse sign wishes to claim it, they
should apply to this Company at Victoria Road Drill Hall,
Margate.
Our Company .22 rifle team is going great guns (they are
only using little ones). In the T.A. Smallbore League they
have 496 points lead on their nearest rivals, so this augurs
well for the future.
We wish L/Cpl. Percy Bolton a speedy recovery from his
operation in Margate Hospital and hope for his sake that
some of the medicine given to him is BEER.
B ush T elegraph States: Ernie wants March sent on to
him.

*

*

*

“C” COMPANY
Sgt. J. Townseley has arrived to take over duties of
P.S.I. vice W.O.II Jephcott, H. Having arrived from the
1st Battalion The Buffs, we hope to have imparted on to us
his knowledge of an active serving battalion o f the 1960s.
We welcome him and wish him all the best in his tour with
the 5th Battalion The Buffs (T.A.).
Ptes. Martin, Hill and Ibbertson decided, having com
pleted two years with the T.A., to say farewell, but we hope
they will continue to keep in touch with the Company in
case they feel lonely for comradeship later on.
The Company supplied quite a few N.C.O.s and men for
the Battalion Exercise held on the 14th and 15th January in
the Sittingbourne area. Reports from them indicate that
they thoroughly enjoyed the night’s work. They are now
discussing the Brigade Exercise to be held on the 4th-5th
February. They are also hoping that the snow keeps off.
We can only wait and see.
A New Year’s Dance was held in the Drill Hall, which
attracted many o f the local populace. If we continue having
these dances, the old floor might eventually end up smooth.
But the girls say they enjoy dodging the BUMPS.
With the new season upon us, we hope to better our
Annual Classification scores. Therefore we are devoting
more time to .22 shooting in training for the open ranges,
though even at this early stage an improvement is shown.
One final note is that the Children’s (rather late!) Christ
mas Party will take place on the 11th February, 1961. We
will report this in our next notes.

*

*

*

“D ” COMPANY
Each and every month our guardian angel sends us a
small reminder that Dragon notes are required by the 30th
o f the month. And I can promise all readers that ideas are
never put down on paper until a further reminder is received.
In short—I was politely but firmly informed this morning
that again we are the last Company to submit our notes.
But surely all good things are worth waiting for!! However,
to please our sub-editor, I shall prepare notes for March
as soon as these notes are completed.
I am firmly convinced that if Val Parnell had a good look
at the Kremlin at Westwood he would find sufficient
comedians to fill his stages for many a long year. This I say
after spending the last two weeks cleaning the mud off my
equipment after the Battalion Exercise “Twisted Miss” .
A general report will appear elsewhere in this month’s issue,
but I should like to relate some o f the highlights as I saw
them.

The Company was quite well represented and for the pur
pose of the exercise we amalgamated with the 4th Battalion
and acted as enemy to the 5th. Captain G. P. Turner was
our company commander and was ably assisted by Captain
L. H. Daisy o f “Sp” Company.
The Company very quickly made camp and all was
proceeding according to plan until some bright “spark”
decided that the company command post should be equipped
like the Canterbury Telephone Exchange. It became rather
a tricky business to enter the command post for fear o f
hanging oneself. However, communications were ample—
and if the telephones broke down, there was always the wire
less sets to fall back on, or perhaps trip over!
,
Although we told Sgt. Winter that the exercise would
only last for the week-end, he would insist on bringing
enough tinned soups to last a month. In fact, he and Sgt.
Laird cooked a six-course dinner on the Saturday evening.
Alas! just as it was ready, Frank was called out on patrol.
As far as this Company was concerned, the exercise was
very interesting, and some o f the patrolling was very well
done. I am sure that we left our mark on the enemy!!
Uncle George Ballard acted as C.S.M. and could be seen
or heard challenging each and every one o f us throughout
the night, whilst our O.C. kept “tags” on his many patrols
and issued lessons on how the 88 sets should be used.
Lieut. Proctor commanded a platoon on this occasion and
decided that there was little fun on patrol so made an
attempt to blow up the O.C.’s tent—the only thing wrong
was that the O.C. was still in it! We understand that Lieut.
Proctor broke the four minute miles on that occasion!!!
I made a visit to Smudger Smith during the evening and .
found him as snug as a bug in a rug complete with “space
heater” and cooker. I know where I shall go on the next
exercise!
.
On the 21st January we held our Annual Children’s
Party. If the attendance o f children on this occasion is
anything to go by, then the population o f Dover
is certainly on the increase. Ninety-eight lovely, wellbehaved little souls graced our T.A. Centre during the
afternoon. I feel certain that all children starve themselves
prior to a party. Uncle George carried out the duties of
Father Christmas, but did not fool anybody really. The
children were treated to a beanfeast—magic, party games
and toys, and it is true to say that each and everyone of them
enjoyed themselves.
The evening was the parents’ turn to let themselves go—
that is if they had the energy. We held our first social
evening o f the year. And the horse racing introduced by
Captain Turner was a great success. Lieut. Proctor carried
out the duties o f Clerk o f the Course quite ably—but didn’t
offer very favourable odds!
With most o f the “dead wood” of the Company gone and
nearly all their kits in, we look forward to more good
recruits and I am happy to welcome Pte. Tomlin into, the
Company. He certainly will be an asset as he is a Vehicle
Mech. by trade—hands off, H.Q. Company!!
The reader o f this epistle will probably wonder when it is
going to end. The fact is that since this will be the last
publication o f The Dragon as the Regimental Journal, I feel
loath to closing these final notes. But since all good things
must come to an end, I leave you with one thought: “May
you live as long as you want to—and want to as long as you
live” !!!
T hings Seen and H eard
Nothing!!
That’s yer lot,
(Vide ut supra)
A be.

[293]

THE DRAGON
“Sp” COMPANY
For once the critics were proved wrong, as the weather for
Exercise “Twisted Miss” was kind to us.
The Company was seconded to the 4th Battalion and
formed three platoons on the left flank. One should really
say tried to form, for although we had the support of “D ”
Company, one platoon started the exercise with one officer,
one sergeant, two privates and cadet. This was later increased
by the addition of five men.
The exercise consisted o f an extensive patrol programme,
and as such was a great success, though taking a patrol out
did leave the sections very thin on the ground. So much so,
in fact, that patrols from the 5th Battalion easily penetrated
our lines, wrecking havoc and consternation in our Com
pany and Battalion H.Q.
Home comforts did much to ease the burdens of too much
mud on a January night; Sgt. Smith bringing a van-load to
make his platoon commander really warm and snug. It was
noticed that umpires paid more than frequent visits to this
platoon to participate in hot Oxo and a warm by the paraffin
stove. In fact, there was a choice o f drinks. Sgt. Winter,
too, did well enough for his platoon, though his tent would
only take two.
N o one could claim a lack o f excitement. Never have so
many flares been seen in the sky at one time, nor so much
noise from rifle fire and thunder flashes.
It had to happen sooner or later, hot tea on an exercise,
and this was it. Hot tea for everyone during the night, ana
good hot food. The weather was not too cold—it all helped
to make a good exercise.
We are glad to see that Sgt. Joiner survived his unusual
descent of a chalk pit. It was noticed that the path did not
run as far as it should have done, and it was not all that dark.
Full marks to the Cadets for sticking it out so well, even
though one did in his determination invent an enemy patrol
approaching and fired off his five rounds. To himself he
had just fired his existence.
There is no truth in the rumour that now Oxford and
Cambridge have their boats out—the two boats indented for
by the Assault Pioneers are in no way connected with this
event.
*

*

*

H.Q. COMPANY
The great event o f the month was undoubtedly the
Battalion Exercise “Twisted Miss”. The weather was very
kind to us and it may be remembered that on the same type
of exercise last year at Acrise the heavens opened and it
snowed all night long. In utter darkness, with even blacker
faces, patrols were sent forward to suspected enemy locations
with a view to entertaining the luckless members of the 4th
Battalion. The patrols were highly successful, as many of
the enemy found out to their cost. H.Q. Company personnel
joined the rifle companies for this exercise and the Machine
Gunners, Corps of Drums and Signal Platoon were clearly
out to show that patrolling was “kid’s stuff” to them and
helped polish off the enemy with no uncertainty.
The New Year’s Eve Dance was a great success with an
attendance of almost 400. This seems one o f the best ways
to interest potential recruits and the Committee are to be
congratulated on their efforts.
S pecial N otice.—Will the man detailed to collect the
pieces of B.D. trousers from the barbed wire near Wrinsted
Court contact the A/RSO as he is finding it decidedly drafty
at the moment.

X Rays and Others—An
Appreciation
LTHOUGH we live in the days of nucearl
energy, the title of this contribution is mis
leading. Indeed, it is doubly so. This is not
a military appreciation laid out in the correct
order (see Staff Duties in the Field, Chap. V, Sec.
2) leading up to the formation of a plan—or is it
the other way about?—I always forget. It is a
brief but nonetheless sincere tribute. The X Rays
are a body of men in both T.A. Battalions who,
until comparatively recently, were used to having
that well-known motto “Ubique” in their Regi
mental Badge. I refer of course to the R.A.
element who were accepted by the Buffs in large
numbers a few years ago. They are a part of one
of the lesser known units of the British Army—
namely the Royal Infantiilery.

A

Ubique as we all know means everywhere and
not, as it is sometimes said, all over the place;
the latter expression refers of course to Sappers
who, as we are told, are either mad, married or
Methodist. The Gunners and Sappers and many
Corps in the army are rather large organisations
tending to specialise and to form satellite units
which live, train and operate in their own peculiar
orbits. This tendency leads to a form of double
loyalty, one for the Corps and another for the
unit, to an extent that does not arise in Infantry
of the line.
1 once stood at the bar in Shepheards when the
only other occupants were three other Gunners;
none of us knew each other; indeed it is quite
likely that the four of us belonged to four different
branches—field, medium, ack-ack and coast—any
how I never did find out. If the four officers
concerned had been Buffs, this situation would
have had a very different ending, I feel sure.
On joining the Buffs, however, one feels from
the very beginning that you become a member of
a family; it may be a large family, but the feeling
of intimacy is always there. People soon get to
know people and you feel less like a small cog in
a large wheel and you can follow with interest the
movements of others all the time. The formation
of a Corps of Infantry however desirable logistically, would to my mind never be successful
because of this factor alone. However, I digress.
This edition of the D ra g o n will be the last. It
will be left to the T.A. to carry the mantle of
glory which has been established and built up
during the last 400 years and to maintain in every
respect the time honoured traditions of the Regi
ment. It seems fitting and appropriate therefore,
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to say something about the part-time soldier. Like
every good commander he has an ultimate aim
and that is to strive to be as good as his regular
counterpart. His reasons for joining in the first
instance are many; he is not likely often to achieve
his aim because of the time factor and the fact
that he has a lot to learn. Nevertheless, he is keen
to learn and this makes him very useful material,
easy to train and easy to lead. As long as we in
the T.A. bear in mind that quality is the first
requirement in recruiting, 1 feel sure that quantity
will follow. This promise is aptly illustrated by the
saying of a modern film star, noted for her exag
gerated vital statistics who is reputed to have said
that it was not the men in her life that worried
her, but the life in her men.
I would like to conclude with the tribute that
I mentioned earlier. It is twofold. First, I would
like to thank those Buffs, of all ranks, who were
prepared to accept us on all levels into their midst
and who made us welcome from the start; and
secondly, I feel it would not be out of place to
congratulate all the X Rays and others who were
prepared to take a chance in a new sphere of
service. The rebadging has been complete even to
the acceptance of a different attitude of mind. The
experiment has been successful because all of us
feel that we are now Buffs, and only Buffs.
F.D.C.C.
*

*

*

West Country Buffs Lunch
at Taunton
Saturday, 29th April, 1961
AST month’s notes have so far produced
three starters, these are:—Mr. R. C. Thomas,
Major C. S. Field and Major H. B. Shorter.
As he is the President of S.E. Dorset Past and
Present Association, we may rely on him to whip
in a good many more from that outpost of Buffs,
especially as he has put a letter in the Weymouth
Evening Echo, which is widely read in those parts.

L

This is the last notice which will appear in The
Dragon. The next and final blurb will be in
Invicta, Journal of The Queen’s Own Buffs, The
Royal Kent Regiment.
Names, please, as soon as possible.
R.T.

A Memory of Singapore
The Man from Sumatra
ARLY in 1911 I was serving with the 2nd
Battalion in Singapore. That was in those
“Good” old days when a Subaltern’s pay was
five shillings per day, and mine as a Sergeant, two
and ninepence. However, be that as it may,
Singapore was a fairly pleasant station in spite of
the humidity, mosquitos, and horads of other
insects by night.

E

The South African War had been over but a
few years, and the peace time Army (all volunteers)
had settled down again.
In those days there were no such things as
cinemas, radio and other such amenities which
are available to the present day soldier.
There was a certain amount of night life in
Singapore, but this did not come within the scope
of the average soldier’s pocket. His basic pay was
the large sum of one shilling per day, plus a small
allowance for kit and messing.
The only lighting in the barrack rooms was from
oil lamps, so it was only natural that at night time
90% of the troops spent their leisure in the canteen,
coffee bar, and other communal rooms where the
lighting was provided by pressure lamps.
It was one night after I, as Provost Sergeant,
had seen all the Institutes closed down, and the
troops dispersed to their respective bungalows,
and peace and quiet had descended on Tanglin,
that I repaired to the Sergeants’ Mess for a long,
cool drink before turning in.
I had only been there a few minutes when the
orderly from the guard room came running over
to say I was wanted on the ’phone. The message
was from the Officers’ Mess Sergeant, to the effect
that a strange man was acting in a peculiar manner
in the grounds of the Mess. Would I go down
and investigate. So taking the duty policeman
with me, I searched the Mess grounds, and soon
came on a tall, bearded man. By the almost full
moon I could see he was a European. As he
dodged behind a bush, we caught hold of him. I
asked him who he was and what he was doing in
the Mess grounds. He replied, “I am the new
Governor of Singapore, and have come to take
over”. From that reply and his appearance, I
decided we would take him to Orchard Road Civil
Police Station. All the smaller police stations had
a European Sergeant in charge, mostly ex-service.
The one here was a cockney from the Middlesex
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Regiment. On the way to the station our man
suddenly stopped and said to me, “where are you
taking me” . He dropped something which rattled
like a knife. It was, however, nothing more harmful
than a large pocket watch on an equally large
chain.
Having handed him over, without finding out
his name, we left him in the care of the police,
and strolled back in the lovely tropical moonlight
night, to Tanglin, and bed.
Next day I received instructions to be at the
Court House in the town to give evidence in
respect of the charge of trespass.
Tanglin is about four or five miles from Singa
pore, and the only form of transport in those days
was a rickshaw; so on the Friday morning in our
two first-class single rickshaws, we went to the
pourt.
The Court Room was large and airy. The dock
was already full of some of the most villainouslooking Chinese I have ever seen. They were
waiting to answer charges of drug smuggling.
There were several other minor offenders, such as
drunks, pickpockets, and other petty thieves. The
people in the public gallery were a motley crowd
of Malays, Chinese, Indians, etc.
I had a chat to the Court Usher, who told me
that while our man had been in police custody they
had found out quite a lot about him.
He was a Dutchman by the name of Van Denk,
and was connected with the rubber estates in
Sumatra.
The Judge then arrived, and very soon got down
to the business of the day. The Chinese in the
dock were the first to be dealt with, and they
departed with sentences from five to fifteen years.
They were obviously not first offenders. The
multifarious petty criminals having been disposed
of, the only other case was that of Van Denk. He
said he would go back to Sumatra so the judge
warned him, and told him he was free to go.
Dismissing the case from my mind, I returned to
Tanglin. Three days later, while reading the
Straits Times over breakfast, I saw that a European
lady going on to her veranda early in the morning,
was surprised to see a bearded man asleep in a
long chair. She phoned for the police, who
collected him, and this time he went to a mental
home.
So ended the chapter on the man from Sumatra.
H.J.M.

Further Reflections
by Snave
HE move to the Dardanelles on exchange
with the Loyal Regiment began with a most
unexpected shock when, on arrival at Con
stantinople from Thrace, plans had been made to
transfer heavy baggage from S.S. Montgomeryshire,
where it had been stored for safe custody since the
Kemal Pasha crisis in September, 1923 to S.S.
Poland, our ship for the journey to Kilia. The
baggage room was found in a state of chaos,
having been forced by cutting away the boarding
in such a manner as to permit entry and replacing
the boards without detection in the half light of
the usual ship baggage rooms. The crew had
systematically rifled the baggage whilst it lay
anchored in the Bospherous and great were the
losses. The case containing the Regimental Silver
Drum-Major’s Mace had been forced and all
silver removed, leaving only the cane. Leather
trunks had been forced by cutting the backs and
valuables taken. In the case of Lieut.-Col. Lucas,
d . s . o . , m .c ., all his medals had been removed, also
suits. Every member of the Battalion who had
baggage stored suffered at the hands of the crew,
and it was ironic that only fifty per cent, of the
losses were repaid by the government. Just before
leaving Thrace, a pair of young eagles were found.
Colonel Power decided to adopt them as pets,
and the names “George” and “ Mary” were given
them. Unfortunately, “Mary” had a wing damaged
taking her from the nest and had to be destroyed.
“George” grew into a fine specimen under the
personal attention of Colonel Power and by the
time the Battalion left for Gibraltar, had grown
to such a size that “Chips” Louth, the Pioneer
Sergeant, had to make a particularly formidable
cage for the journey. When the Navy returned to
England after the Spring Visit of 1924, George
took passage in a battleship for his permanent
home at the Zoo, where he was for many years
with a notice indicating where caught and presen
tation by The Buffs.

T

Kilia, our station for the remainder of the stay
in Turkey, lay on Gallipoli. For a time, part of
the Battalion occupied a defence line in front of
Chanak when a “show down” with Kemal Pasha
seemed inevitable, but when a settlement was
reached rejoined the Battalion in Kilia. Alongside
the Battalion lay the 2nd Battalion The Royal
Fusiliers, out from Aldershot as part of the 1st
Guards Brigade, sent to reinforce the British
Forces in Turkey at a critical period. The oppor
tunity was taken on Albuhera Day, 1923 to “Troop
the Colour” of the 1st Battalion, by both Battalions,
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with an escort consisting of half Buffs and half
Royal Fusiliers with two guards from each
Battalion. A Colour Sergeant of the Royal Fusiliers
handed over the Colour to an Officer of The Buffs.
Before the parade was held, however, it was first
necessary to collect the Colours from H.M.S.
Royal Sovereign in which ship they had rested
after transfer from H.M.S. Revenge when she
returned to England. A Colour Party, consisting
of Lieuts. T. R. Reid and F. G. Crozier with
C.S.M. G. Mould, Sgts. R. Summers and A.
Daisley as escort, took over the Colours with
naval ceremony on board the Battleship at Con
stantinople and on arrival at Kolia were met by
the Battalion at the place of disembarkation and
marched to camp headed by the Band and Drums.
Life on Gallipoli proved very interesting with
good swimming, visits to battlefields and beaches
where so many hard battles had been fought in the
ill-fated campaign. Trips by launches were often
made, visiting each beach in turn. 1 recall one
beach where the French had a rather gruesome
“Chapel of bones” cared for by Black Troops
from French Equatorial Africa. Off Cape Helles,
at the entrance to the Dardenelles, could be seen
the remains of the blockships including the
immortal River Clyde. Farther up the coast one
came to Suvla Bay and other beaches, also Choco
late Hill with its large cemetary giving evidence
of the terrible slaughter when so many Old
Yeomanry Units were decimated. R.S.M. Huband,
m . b . e ., m . c ., d .c . m ., 2nd Royal Fusiliers who
accompanied a Sergeants’ Mess party, had been
in the action on Chocolate Hill and was able to
explain it to us. Fie was later commissioned into
the North Staffordshire Regiment, retiring with
the rank of Lieut.-Colonel. Hardly a Sunday
passed without parties moving out to visit various
parts of the Gallipoli peninsula. There were also
trips up the Dardanelles towards the Sea of
Marmora at the junction of which laid the town
of Gallipoli. Although this area played a very
small part in the operations of 1915-16 it was,
nevertheless, interesting country to explore.

Commander, whose name I cannot recall, and
C/Sgt. Norman Finch whose name is still recorded
in the Army List.
As a result of the Battalion Colours being placed
in the care of H.M.S. Royal Sovereign, an in
vitation was extended to all ranks to witness a
display of 15 inch gun shooting off Cape Helles
by that warship. It was planned to repeat the
1915 bombardment, by H.M.S. Queen Elizabeth
prior to the landing on Gallipoli. Although those
on board were unable to witness the actual strike
of the shells, it did enable the “land-lubber” to
appreciate what life was like on board a battleship
in action. Visitors were given the “ freedom of the
ship” by visits to the gun turrets whilst the guns
were in action, the engine rooms, and a few,
myself amongst them, climbed to the top control
post on the mast head to watch the gunner control
the shooting from this vantage point by gyroscope.
The descent to the deck down an iron ladder of
what seemed to me hundreds of rungs will ever
remain in my memory.
In August, 1923 came the news that all British
troops would evacuate Turkey and the Battalion
was ordered to Gibraltar, arriving late September
with H.Q. and two companies occupying South
Barracks and two companies in Casemates Bar
racks. It was not long before our families rejoined
us from England, after a separation of eighteen
months.

Our old friends of the Royal Marine Artillery
Company of the Marine Battalion formed for the
emergency and who were accommodated in Yildiz
Barracks up to the time of our vacation, were later
moved to a camp on Gallipoli between Kilia and
Cape Helles. It became an established custom
never to pass this camp on our launch trips to the
various beaches, with, at times, a disorganised
time-table, such was the hospitality. It is interesting
to recall that this fine company of Marines, not
a man under six feet tall, boasted two Zeebrugge
holders of the Victoria Cross, the Company
[297]
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Amalgamation—Old Style
T must have been early in 1920 when the
remnants of the 1st Battalion The Buffs re
turned from the Army of Occupation on the
Rhine to the old Depot, Commanded by John
Crookenden. Not long afterwards the nucleus,
consisting mostly of Band and Drums, was ordered
to join the 3rd (Reserve) Battalion at Cork. The
other Regular Officers at the Depot at that time
were:—Captain Eric Strettell, who like General
Horrocks when a young man had the misfortune
to fall into the hands of the enemy early in the
war. He was now Adjutant. Captain (Brevet
Major) the Hon. P. G. Scarlett who had recently
returned from a series of staff appointments.
Captain John Sharp, an odd unconventional type
who had learnt jiu-jitsu and hypnotism in Singapore
before the war. Sydney Maiden, who brought an
air of scholarship to discussions in the Mess;
young d’Arcy Symons, and another young man
whom we will call Bob Greenhorn.
Greenhorn was delighted to learn one day that
he had been posted to the 1st Battalion and was
detailed to command the nucleus on its journey
to Cork. The party would leave Canterbury West
Station, he was informed, and “proceed” to
London (one always “proceeds” in the Army and
Police, civilians merely “go”). On arrival at
Charing Cross he would march his party to
Paddington to entrain for Fishguard. Here the
Battalion (for by now it was the 1st Battalion in
his mind, and he was the Commanding Officer,
pro tem) would embark in a ship which would
sail right up to Cork.
The Bandmaster, Mr. Elvin, who in his time
had done so much for cricket in the Regiment
coaching his boys himself; Sergeant Denny, the
Band Sergeant, an excellent bat and bowler who
had started as a boy under Elvin; numerous
snub-nosed little boys; other bandsmen, duty men,
and a few old sweats made up a party of about 60
which duly entrained with instruments and baggage.
In the train, Bob Greenhorn dozed and dreamed
of the great moment when he would march the
Buffs through London. He wasn’t very sure of
the geography of the great metropolis, but had
little doubt that somehow he would be able to
contrive that his route from Charing Cross to
Paddington should pass through the City. Then
his great moment would come. Halting at Temple
Bar, he would bang on the gates of the City.
Hastening forward, no doubt, would come the
City Marshall. Then Greenhorn would announce
that the Buffs had arrived and desired to exercise
their ancient privileges.
“Certainly, sir” the City Marshall would reply.
“1 will inform the Lord Mayor.”

I

Then bayonets would be fixed, the Band would
strike up, and the Buffs would pass through the
portals of Temple Bar, swing past the Mansion
House, where the Lord Mayor would gravely
return their salute by doffing his cocked hat and
bowing..............
The train rattled into Charing Cross; porters
hurried eagerly down the platform (they really
did forty years ago) and Bob Greenhorn woke up
with a start.
As the troops detrained an elderly gentleman
wearing a greenish-grey uniform with three stripes
on each arm approached Greenhorn. “Excuse me,
sir”, he said, giving at the same time a kind of
Salvation Army salute. “I represent the Civil
Volunteers (the Home Guard of those days) and
shall be pleased to help you if you have any
difficulties.” (The C.V. went on for quite a long
time after the war and did splendid work at railway
termini).
“That’s very kind of you, sir,” Greenhorn replied
to the elderly sergeant of Civil Volunteers. “As
a matter of fact, actually, the Buffs are on their
way to Ireland and I have to get them to Pad
dington—er, I thought, perhaps, we might march
through the City, don’t-y’-know.”
“ No need to do that, sir, 1 assure you. Go by
Tube.”
“Oh!” remarked Bob despondently, his picture
of glory shattered. “All right, then, we will. How
do we do that, sir?” (Young men always called
elderly gentlemen “sir” in those days.)
“If T may suggest it, sir, the easiest way would
be to march your men out of the station to the
Underground. It will save a change. Then it is
only a few stations to Paddington. If you will
kindly leave a few men with the baggage I will see
that it is sent on to Paddington. No need to worry
at all, sir. It’s a pleasure, 1 assure you.”
Placing himself at their head, Bob Greenhorn
marched the Buffs out of the station and threaded
his way across the road to Trafalgar Square (of
course, there wasn’t much traffic then). Here he
searched about for the Underground.
“Ah! there it is!” he exclaimed triumphantly
and without a moment’s hesitation led his men to
ground. Some thirty files began to clatter down
the steps but it was not until he reached the bottom
that Bob realised that he had erred.
Shrill voices screamed and giggled as heads
popped out of doors and then rapidly withdrew
with a bang. Others coming down another way
turned about and scuttled upstairs again in alarm,
their petticoats rustling.
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“Steady the Buffs!” murmured Bob like George
1 on another occasion. For a moment he paused
irresolute whilst “those behind cried forward and
those in front cried back” . “The Buffs never
retreat”, he muttered, and clenching his teeth
marched on resolutely, his ears burning and his
cheeks aflame. He fain would have battled against
the Hindenburg line again than face this ordeal.
On they came, the thirty files, undaunted and with
scaracely a word or a whistle, for the British
soldier knows how to behave like a gentleman
when the occasion demands. At least the head of
the column emerged from the opposite stairway
and as Bob reached daylight again the imperturb
able Mr. Elvin, who was marching at the tail of
the column, met him with a Bandmasterly salute.
“ I saw the notice ‘Ladies’ just in time, sir,” he
said solemnly, “so I ventured to come round on
top” . Mr. Elvin never put a foot wrong.
After that they found the correct entrance to the
Underground and arrived without further mishap
at Paddington station, where, true to his word, the
venerable Volunteer Sergeant had arrived with the
baggage.
The voyage from Fishguard to Ireland was
uneventful and soon after dawn the ship entered
the beautiful anchorage at Queenstown (which
now has some unpronouncable name) and steamed
sedately up the river in the sunshine of a perfect
Sunday’s morn. As Blackrock Castle came abeam,
a few young men ran up to the turret arid hoisted
the Sinn Fein flag whilst gesticulating and shaking
their fists at the “ military” on deck. In reply the
soldiers cheered.
As the ship came slowly alongside the wharf, and
warps were passed and secured to bollards, the
Master leant over his bridge and hailed an official
ashore:
“Have ye bin to Mass this morning, Pat?” he
bawled with a grin slightly spiced with malice.
The little column marched up the hill to the
great barrack square above, where the 3rd Bat
talion was quartered, and halted outside the orderly
room.
Captain Brady, the Adjutant, so well-known in
Dover to all young officers during the war, came
out to meet them but not to greet them.
“ Mr. Greenhorn,” he remarked bleakly in his
Dublin brogue, “the dirrty buttons of the throops
would look claner if they was polished, so they
would.”
In 3rd Battalion orders that evening the following
notice appreared:—
“At 0600 hrs..........3rd (Reserve) Battalion The
Buffs will be absorbed by 1st Battalion The Buffs.”
The amalgamation was complete.
R.T.

Past and Present
Association
Life Members
Dover Branch.—W. Brecdon, Sgt. G. Laird.
*
❖
*

Annual Members
Sittingbourne Branch.—E. A. Bennett.
*
* *

Donations
The Colonel of the Regiment gratefully acknowledges
donations amounting to £17 16s. 6d. in memory of the late
Mr. E. E. Stanger of Tenterden.
*
* *

Grants
£ s. d.
Benevolent F u n d ......................................................71 0 0
*
*
*

Dover Branch
So it is good-bye to the old Dragon, the family journal
of The Buffs, old and young, over the years.
I don’t know how long The Dragon has been running,
but I believe my first acquaintance with it was in 1907 or
1908, when a move to encourage recruiting to the Past and
Present Association was made in the 2nd Battalion, then at
Harrismith. Many of us became subscribers and found
how it helped to stimulate interest in the Regiment as a
whole by reading in The Dragon the events and affairs
happening in the 1st Battalion, the Depot and later the
“Terriers” , or getting the family spirit as it were.
I was out of the fold for a time until returning to Kent,
but The Dragon has helped me to catch up. I expect that
many of the older members, like myself, find that The Dragon
is pretty well the only channel by which we know of old
friends with whom we have lost touch. A name, and then
a crop of memories of places and events.
Yes, we at Dover and indeed all old Buffs will miss the
intimacy of our paper.
Good-bye, old Dragon, and thank you.
Stan .
'K

Medway Branch
At our meeting on the 21st January, our Chairman,
Freddie Cox, opened the business by introducing a new
member, George Myers, who served in the 1st Battalion
during the period 1955-58 (Army No. 23119057). It is nice
to see a younger Buff turning up and we hope that he will
become a regular and have much enjoyment at our future
meetings.
We meet, as you know, at the British Legion Club.
During the evening an old fellow introduced himself by
asking if anyone present had served with the 2nd Battalion.
He was ex-Cpl. Goldsmith who, when the Battalion was in
Multan in 1919-20, was serving with the Band. Old 2nd
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Battalion members 'will undoubtedly remember him, and
will be pleased to hear that the British Legion is endeavouring
to get him into Morris House, Westgate-on-Sea.
The Branch presented nice little plaques, suitably inscribed,
to each member of the Darts Team which won the InterBranch Competition three years in succession. The recipients
were: Tom Blakelock (Captain), Tom Jenkins, Charlie
Hammond, Harold Brand (Secretary), Bob Smith, Bob
Attwood, Frank Chaney (Reserve).
In my time I have made various small contributions to the
Dragon, with what result I know not. Readers, I suppose,
have accepted the items as just something to read; editors
have undoubtedly found my words, however poor, useful as
padding, and compositors and printing staff just so much type
(I repeat the word “type” in case it should have been mis
read as “tripe”). But whether writing from abroad (many
years ago) or at home, I have always felt a little tinge o f
exhileration when preparing such notes, a feeling which
I hope will be maintained should I continue with these
notes for the new journal—for our dear old Dragon is
about to retire after many years of faithful service to Buffs
and friends of Buffs. I realise that it is an inanimate object,
but somehow one cannot help but feel a little sad. And in
its passing let us not forget those who have been primarily
responsible for its issue in its present form. During the
First World War, I believe I am correct in saying, it ceased
publication. It was resuscitated in 1921 when Captain
H. H. C. Baird became Editor. On the foundation laid
by him the journal thrived and was later nourished by
Colonel H. Findlay and then Major A. J. Peareth and, upon
his most unfortunate demise, by the present Editor, Colonel
E. V. Argles. To these three gentlemen, and their respective
staffs, we owe grateful thanks for producing many hours o f
pleasant reading. Without The Dragon, many old soldiers
would be completely out of touch with regimental news,
and many old friends o f past acquaintance would, in all
truth, like the old saying, “simply fade away” . But the old
Dragon, an Old Soldier itself, now retires. If an epitaph
was needed, perhaps one could not do better than'to quote
R. L. Stevenson: “Here lies one who meant well, tried a
little, failed much, surely that may be his epitaph as which
he need not be ashamed”. Good-bye, old friend, the Medway
Branch salutes you.
With the future comes the new journal—one that will
cover a far greater field. Let us give it a hearty welcome
and promise it our support. Whilst it is appreciated that
news must be o f current events appertaining to the serving
units, it is to be hoped that room will be found, as in the
past, to remind us of old glories and old friends. Greetings,
then, to the New Journal, best wishes for a successful future
and may your Editor not suffer too many headaches with
your teething troubles.
DARTS
T he C hamps C rash—defeated but not dishonoured
Sittingbourne was at home to Medway on Saturday, 28th
January, when the visitors had the opportunity o f viewing
their hosts’ excellent accommodation. Very, very fortunate
is this Branch, for they have at their disposal everything
that is needed for a really comfortable club room, including,
I should add, very agreeable members, all o f whom,
together with their ladies, made us extremely welcome.
Major Jarman presided,-and what a charming host he makes.
On the way to keep their appointment, Medway stopped to
get a little lubricant, only to be told that the battery of their
coach was not functioning properly. The team, and its few
supporters—many were absent owing to influenza—had to
walk the rest of the way. Soon after arrival, when glasses
had been filled and preliminaries discussed, battle com
menced.

Paddy Curedaley, skipper o f the Sittingbourne team,
started the ball rolling, that is, he threw the first dart, but
despite the fact that his team gained a good lead, boosted
by his own 60, Bassett’s 61, Cherry’s 85, 60. Allen’s 85, and
Jack Gardner’s spectacular 120, Charlie Hammond went
out for Medway with a double 9. The winners’ start was
most encouraging, for Tom Blakelock (Skipper) scored 85
with his first three darts and followed it later with a 60.
Other scores o f note in this leg were Hammond 85, Jenkins
80, Brand 81 and Smith 80. Without being unkind, I feel
I must make mention of a newcomer to the team. Len
Coward replaced Bob Attwood, absent with influenza, and
went to the board the first time, all 6 feet 4 inches o f him, and
came away smothered in glory (or something), having scored
a magnificent ONE. Was he down-hearted? Not on your
life. Indeed, so proud was he o f his performance that he
repeated it later in the evening. Bad luck, Len. We will have
the board put a little higher for you next time.
In the second leg the scores hopped along quite merrily,'
but Sittingbourne was obviously fighting with its back to the
wall. Outstanding scores were Curedaley 81, Cherry 80,
Allen 100. 81 and Bassett (he should have gone for a long
walk) not only scored a 92 but went to the board requiring
76—he scored an 18, an 18 and a double top, which o f
course equals 76, and thus Sittingbourne gained the second
leg of the match. This, mind you, was in opposition to the
following scores by Medway. Blakelock 81. 66, and a
magnificent 134, Brand 60. 60 and 77, and Smith 66.
Now the fat.was in the fire. The score was leg and leg.
The teams were level at 439 which meant that it was any
body’s game. Eventually, Allen (Sittingbourne) went out
with a double three to score the game which beat the Com
petition Champs of the last three years by two legs to one.
High scores in the final leg were (Sittingbourne Curedaley
60. 60, Bassett 66, Cherry (Nutty centre) 68. 60 and 102,
and (Medway) Blakelock 79. 60, Hammond 65 and Jenkings
60.60.
Congratulations and best wishes to Sittingbourne in the
next round, when they meet Ashfbrd. Incidentally, should
any o f the above scores be incorrect, then I hope that I shall
be excused.
Following the game, excellent refreshments were served
which included pickle onions (much enjoyed by some), a
couple o f games o f tombola, some cacophony (from the
Medway team who, from the sound of the words they were
using, seemed to be pouring tears into their beer), a few
drinks and then good-night. To everybody’s relief the coach
was then in order and so, as Medway only had a short trip
to reach their home towns, they all arrived home at quite a
reasonable hour, feeling that they had had an excellent
evening out.
Many thanks to you, Sittingbourne, for your kindly
hospitality which, on some future occasion, we hope to
reciprocate.

*

*

*

Ladies* Guild
Tne Annual General Meeting o f the Medway Buffs Ladies’
Guild was held on Tuesday, 24th January, 1961, when we
had a good attendance.
Mrs. King Holt was elected Chairman for the ensuing
year and Mrs. Rowlands as Treasurer. Owing to the visit
of Mrs. Brooker to Canada the Secretarial duties were to
be taken over by Mrs. Coster for six months. Mrs. McIntosh
was appointed to the Committee.
Mrs. Holt first welcomed Mrs. Cheshire back to our
meeting after a long illness.
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The Secretary reported that arrangements had been made
for the Guild to visit Messrs. Pfizer at Richborough in the
summer.
It was decided to hold our Annual Dinner in early Novem
ber, but the rendezvous had not been decided upon.
It was also decided to hold a Bring and Buy Sale in
October, and we hope that Sittingbourne and Canterbury
Branches will visit us.
As this was our 26th anniversary year, we all sat down to a
very nice tea of sandwiches and cakes, with a special birthday
cake given by Mrs. Holt. The prize-winners at the whist
drive were Mesdames Valpy, Cheshire and Bower, and the
rathe of a large box of chocolates was won by Mrs. Couch.
After a good chat, the meeting closed.
*

*

*

Sittingbourne Branch
The 296th meeting was held at the T.A. Centre, Sitting
bourne, on Friday, 6th January, 1961.
Colonel D. J. Dean, v.c., t .d ., d .l ., j .p ., was in the Chair,
supported by some 32 members. Apologies for absence
were received from Colonel J. Wills and other well-known
members.
The meeting was opened and a report given by Sgt. J.
Gardner as to the arrangements for the Children’s Party on
Saturday, 7th January, 1961. Details were also discussed
of the Inter-Darts Competition to be held with the Chatham
Branch on January 28th.
The booby prize was won by Ptc. Alton and presented by
Bandsman Porter. The sum collected amounted to 16/-.
After the meeting, six Buffs tankards were presented to
the winners of the various competitions and the Chairman
wished all members a happy and prosperous 1961.
The Children’s Party was held at the T.A. Centre and
proved to be a great success. Congratulations are due to
the Ladies’ Guild for their most excellent feeding arrange
ments and Sgt. Gardner and his Committee for the way in
which the entertainments for the children were handled
and to the Clown that proved to be so amusing to the 150
children that attended the party. Thanks are also due to
Bill Sinclair and Ted Gee for decorating the hall, Mr. and
Mrs. Studwick, who so very kindly looked after the cloak
room arrangements, and all those who sold draw tickets to
help finance this party.
As these Dragon notes are the last that will be printed
under this heading, it is fitting that we should pay tribute
to those stalwarts who have, for so many years, made The
Dragon and its various associations such a great success.
We are sure that the Territorial Battalions that are continuing
to serve under the Dragon fully realise the great honour and
responsibility of keeping the spirit of the Dragon and its
fine traditions going in all its honour and glory. We all feel
that it is especially fitting that in this day and age of changing
values, this wonderful esprit de corps should continue for
all time.
*
*
*

Margate Branch
By the time these notes are in print we shall know our
fate in the first round of the Darts Competition, having
played Canterbury Branch on the 11th of the month. I am
confident that our team will put up a good fight and I hope
win the match. Anyhow, more about that next month.
I was very pleased to read in the January issue of The
Dragon that my old friends Mr. A. Ledner has been elected
Chairman of Sandwich Branch. Good luck, Arthur!

At our January meeting we had much pleasure in meeting
Mr. G. W. Waller, who has taken up residence in Cliftonville. He was a member of London Branch. We all hope he
and his good lady will spend many happy evenings with us
in the future, having already met a few old friends among us.
This brings me to a very important point. In view of the
forthcoming Amalgamation, we think it would be a good
idea if every reader of our magazine who comes into contact
with any of our opposite numbers of the R.W.K. were to
persuade them to come along to their branch meetings and
socials, etc. I believe Ramsgate Branch have already made
a move in this direction.
We are now wondering what form our new monthly
journal will take, this being the last issue as The Dragon.
Let us hope it will be as good and that all Branches will help
to make it so with some interesting notes, although I know
how difficult it is to find enough to write about at times,
but as soon as they are in the post, lots of other items come
to hand. Well, that is how it is with me now, so here’s to
the next time.
H.I.
*
*
*

Canterbury Branch
The first meeting for 1961 took place on 27th January
when thirty members were present.
In his opening address the Chairman wished all members
a Happy New Year and thanked everyone for their support
throughout 1960. He also took the opportunity to thank
those who made the Christmas Draw evening so enjoyable,
particularly Ernest Chambers, “Duggie” Fairbanks, Mr.
George, our Barman, Ted Kidder, “Phil” Phillips and Bill
Evans, who prepared the “eats”.
“Punch” Allen was elected to captain the darts team to
play Margate on Saturday, 11th February, and it is hoped
a crowd of supporters will travel in the coach with the team.
The Chairman greeted R.Q.M.S. Eddie Harwood after
a spell in hospital and thanked him for his kindness in
acting as sick visitor to his old pal Alf Argrave, who is still
unfit to be with us. It is fitting to include in these Branch
notes the sad news of Alf having owing to his health to give
up the Tailoring Contract. His shop behind “B” Block,
Old Depot Barracks, known to Buffs who at some time had
been in Canterbury, has been closed as a Tailor’s Shop and
is becoming an office.
The Regimental Museum is shortly to be opened in the
City and a member of the Branch, Mr. Rye, has been
appointed curator. Mr. Rye was a Boy in the 2nd Battalion
on the outbreak of the 1914 War and under age to go to
France with the Battalion. When of age, he joined the 7th
Battalion and after the War joined the Edinburgh Police,
retiring a year ago with the rank of Inspector.
We offer condolences to two old Buffs on their great
losses. Mr. Murphy of this Branch, whose wife passed
away suddenly at home on 31st January, 1961. She had been
in hospital for a time and we had hoped on her return home
to see her out and about soon.
The other Buff is so well-known that his loss will be
greatly felt by London Branch, as it will by many old Buffs.
Mrs. Vaughan, so loved by all 2nd Battalion families when
Lieut.-Col. Charles Vaughan was R.S.M., died iccently and
we of Canterbury Branch offer to him our deepest sympathy.
The Secretary pointed out that the February Dragon
would be the last, which ends another chapter in the long
history of the Regiment. The journal has been one of the
greatest regimental links in keeping past and present in
touch the world over. The Dragon surely has been in
circulation for close on a century, and I am sure the Editor
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will be giving true facts and figures in due course. I can
recall seeing copies published about 1890 which were printed
on the 1st Battalion Printing Press, which made interesting
reading. For my part, the issue of the final copy in February,
1961 bears a special significance because the first copy ever
purchased by me was dated March, 1911, thus completing
for me exactly fifty years as a subscriber. On arrival in Dub
lin, I found that the 1st Battalion was still the home of the
journal with Colonel Julian Hasler as Editor and Sgt.
Oliver Mason his most capable assistant. Oliver was an
expert artist and his craftsmanship is still perpetuated in the
main heading of the Editorial page under his nom-de-plumc
of “Revilo 1935” , his Christian name in reverse. After
leaving the Regiment, he joined the Kent Messenger staff
and remained with that paper until his untimely death.
Although Colonel Argles is handing over his duties as
Editor, I understand he is not going to be completely out
of touch with Colonel Grace, the Editor-designate of the
Journal of The Queen’s Own Buffs, who is so well-known
to us all, who we greet and promise the same support as
we have in the past. We offer grateful thanks to Colonel
Argles for all his hard work in producing a regimental journal
second to none.
*

*

*

Snave.

Ladies’ Guild
On February 1st we had the pleasure of entertaining
members of the Dover Branch and their Chairman, Mrs.
Crookenden. They were warmly welcomed by Mrs. Argles.
Two letters were read by our Chairman from members
to whom fruit and flowers had been sent during their illness.
One from Mrs. Selway, who we were glad to hear is very
much better, the other from Mrs. Rodney Hews, for whom
we feel so much sympathy over the very serious car accident
in which she and her husband were injured. We trust they
will make a good recovery.
The East Kent Road Car Co. had arranged to show us a
travel film and for part of the afternoon we were transported
to Holland to enjoy the brilliance of their wonderful flowers;
then to the Highlands and Lowlands of Scotland with their
magnificent scenery, all in very beautiful colour; and finally
to Teignmouth, which showed the attractions of the seaside.
After this we had a rather special tea, provided by some
of our members. The hostesses were Mrs. Fairbanks, Mrs.
Salmon, Mrs. Tilleard and Mrs. Alexander.
Then followed competitions organised by Mrs. Thompson.
There were five prizes and we were pleased that three were
won by our guests.
We were very glad that Colonel Argles was able to be
present at our meeting. During the afternoon he announced
that the Inauguration Parade of the Ceremony of Amalga
mation of The Buffs and The Queen’s Own Royal West
Kent Regiments will take place on March 1st at Ross
Barracks, Shorncliffe.
*

*

*

Ashford Branch
As this is yet another final stage to the ending of our
Regiment with the ceasing of The Dragon, one feels a bit
down-hearted. I feel an appreciation and a big “Thank you”
should be given to our Editor for his valuable work in
compiling the Journal monthly, and to the Publishers.
Through The Dragon one has learnt of all the Regimental
news and events, with the events of the T.A. Battalions and
Branches included. “The Tout’s” articles have been of great
interest; also “Beneath Bell Harry”.

We now turn another page and look forward to the new
Journal, which will, I hope, be of great interest to us all.
Our meeting was well supported and a great deal was
discussed. We are pleased to accept the invitation of the
Chairman of Ashford to attend with our Standard and
escort the handing over to the 1st Battalion of four Silver
Drums on 22nd February, 1961. This is the last we shall
see of the Battalion as “The Buffs” .
We are getting good response to the invitations sent out
to all Branches and the Branches of the West Kents. We
have ypt to hear from the T.A. Battalions and the 1st
Battalion, but hope they can attend to swell the numbers.
The entertainment has been engaged, and by all accounts
it should be a bumper evening. Will all please note the
time, 7.30—11.30 p.m., and the date, 15th April, 1961, at
the Drill Hall, Newtown Road, Ashford. Invitation cards
will be sent to all shortly.
In our dart and crib contest, B. Vant was unable to pull
off the treble. He lost to B. Apps at darts. A thank you to
B. Vant for his car services, and to Mrs. Mills for her help.
At the end the barrel was dry!
A.C.M.
P.S.—On Saturday, March 4th, we hope to play the
Sittingbourne Branch in the darts semi-final at Ashford.
In view of this, our meeting will commence at 6.45 p.m.
sharp.
Our April meeting has been put back to the second Satur
day, the 8th April.
*
*
*

Ramsgate Branch
In many ways this month’s notes are, I am sure, about the
most difficult to piece together, for on the one hand one
has a deep feeling of sadness at the amalgamation of the
Regiment which has for most of us been a great part of our
lives, and in which we have enormous pride; and, on the
other, there is a somewhat mixed feeling as to what is in
store for us in the years to come under the new County
Regiment. One most important feature of this juggling
is that we are to lose our Regimental Journal, which to
those of us who constitute the “Past” has been no small
link with the present, and naturally maintained our interest.
No doubt we shall still have similar interest in the new
Association Journal, but the prospect of a future without
The Dragon seems almost unbearable. As this will be the
last issue of our Journal and will be published shortly
before the amalgamation of the regiments takes place
officially, this is probably an opportunity to voice some
appreciations.
We arc all greatly indebted to our Colonel-in-Chief, His
Majesty King Frederick of Denmark, and in fact to the
whole Royal House of Denmark, for the wonderful spirit of
comradeship that exists between The Buffs of both countries.
We have always been very proud of our Colonel-in-Chief,
and it is very gratifying to know that we are not to lose him
entirely, as we offer our humble congratulations on his
appointment as Coloncl-in-Chief of The Queen’s Own Buffs
(The Royal Kent Regiment).
To our Colonel, General Boucher, too, we are indebted
for the work and unfailing interest he has shewn in the
Regiment and the Association, and I cannot let this pass
without including Mrs. Boucher in our thanks for her interest
and work for our benefit.
There are so many people one would wish to say a very
sincere “Thank you” to for their work on behalf of the
Regiment and the Association, that it would require a
separate issue were I to do so individually. The Officers
serving with the Regiment; those who, on becoming less
active, have formed the committees to run the affairs of the
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Association; the members of the Association who have
officiated in our many Branches—all with a deep sense of
loyalty to the Association, and who have helped immensely
to foster the Buff spirit which exists today. It would not be
fair, I think to let this moment pass without mention
individually of the patience and devotion of the “ Hub”
on which we all revolve. Colonel Argles, the Association
Secretary, and his hard-working assistants. At no time were
they too busy or unavailable to assist Branches, and I am
sure all Branches do appreciate their devotion.
One section of our helpers, too, I am afraid have been
taken for granted, but to whom we owe our gratitude, is
the printers of The Dragon, Messrs. Gibbs and Sons of
Canterbury. We have received our journals each month
with, I venture to suggest, little thought of the work put in
by these gentlemen. Thank you all very much indeed.
I must include in these notes something of the Branch
activities, or be shot down, so I had better do so now. The
January meeting was as usual our A.G.M., and this year we
were fairly well represented. Over the year we were a little
up on our finances, after having a fairly heavy expenditure.
The election of officers did not bring many changes.
Alan Bingham, our retiring Chairman, and Dick Atkins
were elected Vice-Presidents. Major Harry Martin is again
running in double harness as President and Treasurer.
Yours Truly decided to give up the job of Secretary, for a
rest, but was straight away bunged in as Chairman, while
Bill Joy, one of our regular attenders from the 5th Bat
talion, takes over as Secretary. He will be using the T.A.
Centre, Westwood, Broadstairs, as his official address,
as the Adjutant, 5th Battalion, has kindly consented to
assist and will be on the spot to receive telephone messages.
Jim Hawkins takes over the post of Standard-Bearer in place
of Arthur Lumbard. Ted Castle continues as Vice-Chairman.
Ted Stead is still Darts Captain. Otherwise the officials
remain much the same.
Sickness still claims Bert Knott, Jim Blake, Sid Blackburn
and Jack Dixon. Arthur Knowles is improving but is not
quite well enough to venture abroad, especially at night.
On Saturday, 21st January we journeyed to Sandwich in
the first round of the Darts Competition, and were fortunate
enough to come away winners after a jolly good fight and a
very enjoyable evening.
I hear that Charles Pidduck is in the news (almost got in
the Police Gazette, I believe!), but how can one mistake a
policeman’s legs for a tree? We are considering asking the
Branch to present Charles with a portable lamp post.
Keep an eye on him, Ernest, when he comes to Canterbury,
and keep him away from Miller’s Fields.
And so for the last time in The Dragon may I wish all
Buffs everywhere all the best, and let us look forward to
entertaining reading in the new Journal.
B en.

*

*

*

Folkestone Branch
Since Bill Brunger’s illness, and his subsequent removal
from Folkestone, a great loss to us, there has not been a
communique from the Branch: not that there had been
many before. It was not our custom just to record “ Minutes”
or routine procedure of our meetings; it was only in the
event of any special happening (a rare occasion) that this
modest Branch, in Bill’s felicitious style, broke into print—
which after all had to be paid for, if not by us!
But this is a special occasion for every Branch; the fina
issue of The Dragon as such, and our notes this month must
be as a Vale: and to place on record our appreciation of
all the Regimental Paper o f The Buffs meant to us. It was

the link between Branches, and the vehicle which brought us
news of the 1st Battalion, and of the T.A. Battalions: as
well as the recording of any Regimental function or festivity.
The Folkestone Branch expresses its deep gratitude, and
looks forward to whatever rises Phoenix-like from the ashes,
to take its place.
*

*

*

Sandwich Branch
The Annual General Meeting was held at the Drill Hall
on Wednesday, January 11th, 1961, at 8 p.m.
Major F. W. Tomlinson presided and fourteen members
were present.
The meeting opened with the usual moment’s silence.
The Minutes of the last Annual General Meeting were read
and adopted.
The Minutes of the last General Monthly Meeting were
read and discussed.
Apologies were received from Mr. C. M. Gower and Mr.
G. Knowler.
Season’s greeting cards, received from the following were
read and handed round to those present: Lieut.-Col.
R. H. Dendy and All Ranks 1st Battalion The Bulfs, Lieut.Col. F. D. C. Cobb and the Officers 5th Battalion The Buffs
(T.A.)j Lieut.-Col. E. V. Argles and Branches—Ashford,
London, Dover, Sittingbourne, Ramsgate, Margate, Canter
bury, Heme Bay, Folkestone, Brighton, Denmark, South
Dorset, and Ramsgate Buffs Ladies’ Guild.
Correspondence from H.Q. was read with reference to the
darts fixtures, also giving notice regarding the last number of
The Dragon, which would be published in February.
The Hon. Treasurer presented the statement of accounts
for 1960, which was considered most satisfactory, the balance
being about the same as the previous year. A vote of thanks
was accorded our Auditor, Mr. C. M. Gower.
The Hon. Secretary presented his annual report when
reference was made to the poor attendance of members at
meetings and functions during the past year. He suggested
that it is time a younger member should take over, if only
for the social side, being the founder member of the Branch,
and having served as Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Hon.
Secretary and Treasurer in turn, but as Secretary for over
thirty years. Maybe a change would benefit the Branch,
but, alas! there are no takers. However, I am pleased to
say we have now a volunteer in Mr. E. Spicer to take over
the social side of the Branch.
The sale of Dragons had been maintained at 21 copies
per month.
One new Life Member and one new Annual Member
had been enrolled, with one Life Member deceased. The
strength of the Branch was 75 Life Members and 17 Annual
Members. Total 92.
A hearty vote of thanks and congratulation was accorded
the Hon. Secretary for his excellent report.
The election of Branch Officials was as follows:—
President o f the Branch: Major F. W. Tomlinson. Chair
man: Mr. A. Lcdner; Vice-Chairman: Mr. A. E. Beecham;
Hon. Secretary and Treasurer: Mr. H. Taylor; Social
Secretary: Mr. E. Spicer; Committee: Messrs. R. Bullock,
J. Field, C. Field, P. Harlow, E. Hart, C. Willis; Standard:
Bearer: Mr. R. Bullock; Escorts: Mr. J. Field, Mr. C.
Willis.
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THE D R AG O N

Brighton Branch

London Branch

One cannot help feeling a little sad, when writing these
notes, to think they are the last for The Dragon. Tradition
dies hard, but the advancement must be met, and in time
will be accepted by all as if nothing had changed. The older
members will miss The Dragon most of all. To them, like
the Regiment, it is part of their life passing into history.

For the last time Dragon notes it just does not seem right,
but there it is. Shall we say these changing times? How
can one appreciate just how much that buff-coloured journal
has been to us all ? For so many years this one great item
has kept in touch with all of us. It has brought us in touch
with many old comrades whom we thought we would have
never heard of again. It has also been the medium for us
to have met some of these old pals whom we had not met
for years. In fact, it has been our lines of communication.
My own opinion is that this Dragon will be one of the
greatest losses to all of the past members, indeed to the
present. From all members of the London Branch, we
would like to take this opportunity to thank the Editor on
the great work that has been carried out by him and his
staff in giving us so much interesting news. More so in these
past months. It is with flying colours that we must take
leave of The Buffs Journal, The Dragon.
At the meeting on January 21st we were very pleased to
meet again Mr. Jack Hammond and his wife, looking very
fit. Also Billy Hudd and Tiddley Turner. In fact the attend
ance was very good. Our Chairman was at the top of his
form. The Brighton Branch Dinner was discussed and we
are hoping to get a few along to attend it. But the trouble
with London is the getting home to the outlying towns.
Regarding the Ashford Social, this seems to fall on our
meeting night. That is a great pity, but we will be repre
sented by some of our members. We would all liked to
have come along, but it is very vital that we should have our
meeting. Amongst the members to attend our meeting was
Mr. Reynolds and his wife, Mr. Jarvis and his wife whom we
were very pleased to meet. We hope we shall see them for
many moons to come.
We received a letter from Mrs. Clayton, the wife of the
late Jock. I sent her along the Dragons so that she could see
the accounts written about Jock. She wishes me, on her
behalf, to thank all who wrote such nice things about him.
To Joe Richards, whom she remembers so well, she sends her
thanks for the nice things he said.
Joe Goss and Tommy Taylor still keep their chins up
and wish to be remembered to all their old pals.
This is about all for this last Dragon—the closing of a
great journal, but never to be forgotten. Best of luck to all
Branches.
H.J.S.
*
*
*

It has been a medium of bringing together many friendsAlthough with much sadness we say good-bye to The Dragon»
we shall look forward to the first edition of the new Regi
mental Paper.
We of the Brighton Branch would like to say a very grate
ful “Thank you” to The Dragon Editor, who at times must
have had a very hard task, but has always managed to
publish each month a very interesting journal. Thank you,
Sir.
Also to Messrs. Gibbs the Printers we send a very sincere
“Thank you” for keeping us going, even in adverse times.
To the Regiment we wish God-speed in the days ahead,
and in our hearts we shall always think, of them as “Our
Buffs”. 4th and 5th Battalions, your progress in the future
will be of greater interest to us all. We know the Dragon
will always be foremost wherever you are. Good luck to
you all.
We at Brighton are pleased to have members of the
R.W.K.’s at our meetings, and hope we shall meet many
others as time goes on, and hope they will help us to keep
the flag of friendship of both regiments flying on this little
bit of Kent in Sussex.
To all Branches we send our best wishes, and hope you
will all try and join us on March 11th at our Annual Dinner
and Dance.
W.A.K.
*

*

*

S.E. Dorset Branch

Ladies’ Guild

It is a sad thought to think this will be the last issue of
The Dragon. Even to only the casual reader, it must be so,
but to the rabid follower of tne Journal, to whom it is part
of his very being, it is a mortal blow. I have been a sub
scriber almost continually for forty years—there was an
interlude during the war—and it followed me to many
countries—India, Palestine, Ireland, South and West Africa,
etc., and on its arrival, all else stopped and did not resume
until its contents had been devoured from cover to cover.
What a wealth of nostalgia it conjured up. The notices
on Births, Deaths and Marriages, calling to mind some old
friend—the letters to the Editor, articles by Toby Farrow,
“Snave”, H. J. Martin and many others—will we never see
these again? There will be a Journal of the amalgamated
unit, and in time we will give it the same loyalty as to the
Old Duck—but it will take time. I am sure the members of
this Branch would like me to record a vote of thanks to the
Editor for all his hard work in the past, for maintaining the
high standard of The Dragon, which even the newspaper
strike was unable to extinguish altogether. Thank you, Sir!
H.B.S.

Our first meeting for 1961 was held at the Prince Alfred,
Tufton Street, on February 4th. Mrs. Foster Hall in the
Chair.
Correspondence was read from Mrs. Taylor, Mrs. Harris
and Mr. M. J. Scott.
Regrets were received from Mesdames Keown, Odell,
Baxter, Dixie and Tucker.
We were all very sorry our Chairman was unable to be
with us, being a victim, like so many of our members, to
tne ’flu. We wish them all a speedy recovery.
It was decided that we would hold our meetings at the
Prince Alfred until sucn time as it closes down.
We would like to thank everyone that sent us Cnristmas
greetings and although a little late, we wish all Buffs every
where best wishes for 1961.
Raffles were given by Mesdames Love, Jackson, Hawkins,
Wabey, Annan, Kebbell and a member, with a gift of
coconut ice from Mrs. Cudlip. These realised £2 11s. 6d.
This being all, the meeting closed.
M.J.D.
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