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THE M A Y F A I R

TAILOR

48 BROOK ST., MAYFAIR, LONDON, W.l.
(Opposite Claridge's Hotel)

39

LONDON

ROAD,

CAMBERLEY

Morning and Evening Wear, Court and Military Dress for all occasions
Hunting, Sports and Lounge Kits

All Cloths cut by expert West End Cutters and made exclusively by hand
in our Mayfair Workshops by the Best English Tailors
REGIMENTAL TAILORS TO THE BUFFS
Telephones:
Mayfair 0945—Camberley 498

Telegrams:
'Militaila Wesdo, London"

Castings for Industry

—"Photographs"—
C A N T E R B U R Y

Wellknown in the shipbuilding,
aircraft and other industries, STONE S

Phone 3637

castings are also supplied to general

DEVELOPING AND PRINTING
Military

engineering

Portraits

firms

for

whom an

excellent service exists. Castings of
all

PICTURE FRAMING

descriptions — in

greyiron,

brass, bronze, and aluminium and

It is always worth a visit to

magnesium alloys — are

produced

under laboratory control, with full
machining facilities available if
required.

STATIONERY — BOOKSELLERS
TYPEWRITERS

J. STONE & CO. (CHARLTON) LTD.

39/40 HIGH STREET  CANTERBURY
Tel 2139

[ii]

Main Works

Branch Works

WOOLWICH ROAD, S.E.7.
(Greenwich 3277)

THE CANAL, GRAVESEND
(Gravesend 5247)

THE BUFFS (Royal East Kent Regiment)
ColonelinChief: His Majesty Fredcrik IX, K.G., King of Denmark.
Colonel: MajorGcneral V. Boucher, C.B., C.B.E., 8 Longporl, Canterbury.
CAPTAINS—continued

LIEUTENANTCOLONELS

4/5th Bn
G.S.O. 3. (SD) G.H.Q. East Atrica.
Att. Depot.
6th Bn. K.A.R., East Africa.
Malay Regt.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
G.S.O. 3. 39 Inf. Bdc., East Africa.
Glider Regt., 2nd TAF., B.O.A.R.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
T/Maj. ADC to Fid. Marshal Mom
Depot.
[gomery Attd. SHAPE
1st Bn.

T/Brig. Comdg. 3rd Inf. Bdc. Arab Legion. Dent. J. E.
MacDonald. E. W.
Chief Instructor, Hvthe.
Marshall, F.
Dubois, G. E., M.C.
Peckham, A. D.
MAJORS
Squire, S. J
Thorneycroft. F. F.
T/Lt.Col., OtTicer i/c Field Records,
FARELF.
Willows, D. A
Wilson. P. F.. D.F.C
T/Lt Col. 1st Bn.
Hamilton, C. M. ..
H.Q. Aldcrshot District.
Gatehouse. H. R. ..
T/Lt.Col. MA Copenhagen.
Griffin,
C. .1.
Depot.
Webber, J. W.
Att. Home Counties Dislrict.
Pirn. A. H. F..
1st Bn.
StratfordTuke, R. A
CRMP Depot.
1st Bn.
T/Lt.Col.. Ministry of Supply.
DAACi. G.H.Q., E. Africa.
French, B. G. J.
6 Travelling Wing.
Brigstocke, W. F.
O.C. Depot.
Lees, H. D. ...
2nd Bn. The Gold Coast Reg., RWAFF.
Dalglicsh,
A. R. F.
1st Bn.
Grugeon, J. D.
1st Bn.
Mullins,
G.
O.
4/5th Bn.
J Minto, I. G. ...
1st Bn.
J
West,
C.
T.
F.
Hospital, U.K.
Gatehouse, P. O. R
KAR, Depot. E. Africa.
/Ward,
M.
W
Att. Depot.
s Dracopoli, M. P. St
Staff College. India.
/Teilncnt, H. C. L.
G.S.O. 2 (1st) H.Q. Malaya
Mitchell, P. J.
R.M. Officers School. Lympstone.
Pilcher, R. A.
1st Bn.
/Baker, R. W. M.
R.M.A.
Depot.

Parry, R. F.. M.C. ...
Connolly, J. F.. D.S.O.

Jeir. A. G
Grace, H. R.
HarrisSt. John, B. J.
Lewis, P. J
Bailey, N. T.
Yates, G. H. A.
Edlmann, E. L. C., M.C.
Rawlings. A. C., M.II.
Horley. B. M.
May, J. F.. M.B.E....
Ravenhill, R. A. C—
Plumptre. P. B. M.B.E.
Dendy, R. H.
Majendie, A. F.
Lucas, J. P
Norris, N. F. H. C.
Crichton, R. F., M.C.
McGrath, B., M.C....
Blaxland, W. G.
Gay, A. W
Montgomery, D. ...
Morgan, F. de R., M.C.
Poulsen. N. D.
Cox, E. G„ M.C. ...
Collins, H. A.
Critchley. L. P., M.B.E.
Worts. J. B., M.C. ...

LIEUTENANTS

6 KAR, E. Africa.
T/Capt. G.S.O. 3 I ml. Para. Bde. Gp.
KAR. E. Africa.
Somaliland Scouts
Depot.
A.F.D., Aldcrshot.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
Hospital U.K.
Depot.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
2ND LIEUTENANTS

CAPTAINS

Semmence, R. G H.
Court, D. N.
GordonWilson, N. F„ M.B.E.
Nash, J. P. ...
(French Blake, M. A. O'B. ...
IlilTe. R. O
Hadshar, G
Dunglinson, W. G. H.
Barrett, D. P. R

2 Malay Regt.
T/Maj.. G.S.O. 2 E. Africa.
A.F.D., Aldershot.
G.S.O. 3 L/AW War Office.
Stall' College.
Depot.
T/Maj. DAAG H.Q.. Nigeria District.
Depot.
1st Bn.

</, RymerJones, J, A—
J Edgecombe, G. J. B.
»/ Luun, J. M. ...
Lea, R.

...
...
...

QUARTERMASTERS

Watts. E. H. F.
Kille, W. E. ...
Catt, A. H. ...

...
...
...

Short Service Commiuions
MAJORS

Broadley, A.. M.B.E.,T.D.
Ford. E. N„ M.C
O'Gcary, M. G
Todman, N. E. H

CAPTAINS

Minard, F. G.
Stewart E. B.
Brooke, C. W.
Carey, R., M.C.
Robertson, R. J.
Elliott, N. ...
Ransley. E. J., M.C.
McGrath, G. A.
Fakley, J. F.
Butcher, D. A. T.
Roscberry, L. S.

4 Int. Tr. Team, S. Command.
H.Q. H.I. Hook Grn., B.A.O.R.
Bermuda Regt.
Depot.
H.Q. Nigeria District.
Aldcrshot District.
1st Bn.
Depot.
W.O. S.P.S.O. StafT H.C. Bdc.
East Africa Training Centre.
S.I.B. & R.M.P.

Ashby, M. I
Vincent, A. C. C. ...
McAvoy, M. A.
D'ArcyDawson, J. R.
/ Cross, K. J.
Hodgson, C. L.
NaldrettJays, R. C.
_ Scott, P. M
 Klyberg, C. J.
Maule, C
/Turner, G. P.

Inf. Div. Pro. Coy.
1st Bn.
T/Capt. S.I.B. & R.M.P.
S.P.S.O. Stall'.
Movement Control Pool, H.Q., B.A.O.R.
Brigade of Gurkhas, FARELF.
Brigade of Gurkhas, FARELF.
6 Armd. Div. Coin. R.A.S.C., B.A.O.R.
2ND LIEUTENANTS

Hodges, J. D.

...

Rowcliffe, T. A., Capt.
Stone, J. H., Capt. ...
Senior, N., Major
Corps, J., Capt.

...
...

Att. Depot.
1st Bn.
4th Bn. K.A.R.
Mauritian Guard Company, MELF.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
1st Bn., N.R.R.
1st Bn., N.R.R.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.

ERE Singapore.

QUARTERMASTERS

National Service Officers
2ND LIEUTENANTS

Maj. (Q.M.), Depot.
Maj. Att. Depot.
Lieut. (Q.M.). 4/5th Bn.

LIEUTENANTS

Barlow, W. B.
Davison, J. H.
Roseberry, L. S.
Marshall, J. V.
Kirby, J. A. ...
Hicks. E. M. G.
Prentice, J. R.
Froom, A. F. F.

War Office.
Carribean Area.
Att. Depot.
E. Anglia District.

1st Bn.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
Att. Depot.

Broome, D. S.
,/Edgeley, P. H.
Arnold, P. ...
/ McGowan, M. H.
, FreebairnSmith, S.
/"Simpson, K. T.
/Parker, P. W. M.
Shephard, J. N.
Jakob, F. J. ...
Wilkins, G. C,
 Wright, R. P.

'in.

...

MELF.
11 lit Bn. Parachute Regt. (T.A.).
H.Q., N.A.G.. B.A.O.R.
16 Coy., R.A.S.C.

2ND LIEUTENANTS

Gambia Regt.
1st Bn.
KAR Depot, E. Africa.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
I KAR.
Att. I WILTS.
ACCRA.. West Africa.
Att. Depot.

4/5th Battalion
HON. COLONEL

Col. D. J. Dean, V.C., T.D., Woodcourt, 1 Park, Avenue, Sittingbourne Kent.
LIEUTENANTCOLONEL

Hews, G. R. D., M.C., T.D.
MAJORS

Crichton, R. F., M.C.
Alexander, U. H. B.. M.B.E.
Prestige, J. T. R.
Tilleard, J., T.D.
Neville, F. G., M.C.
Plunkett, P. N. P.
CAPTAINS

Dent, J. E.
Body, E. H., M.C.
Balding, C. E. E

LIEUTENANTS

CAPTAINS

SangerDavies, A.
Beaumont, M. J. P.
Oliver, C. P., 2/Lt.
Taylor, D. C., 2/Lt.
Holloway, R. G. 2/Lt.

WatsonAlexander, B.
Klean, P. H.
Morgan, R. J. S., M.C.
LIEUTENANTS

Fynmore, P. J.
Crowdy, R. E. L.
RoperCurzon, Hon. J. C. I.
(A/Capt.)
Kelly, G. D. S.
Pury, J. D. de
Whiting, D. A.
Thomas, J. H.
Nye, R. T.

MajorGeneral V. Boucher,
C.B., C.B.E.
D.M.I., War Office.
Brigadier T. H. Spear, O.B.E. Mil. Attache, Saigon.
Col. (T/Brig.) M. P. D..
Dewar, M.B.E.
D.D.M.P. (A), War Office.

QUARTERMASTER

Catt.. A. H., Lieut. (QM)
CHAPLAIN

The Rev. J. E. Robinson
MEDICAL OFFICER

Capt. F. P. Cassidi, R.A.M.C.
(attd.)

TERRITORIAL ARMY NATIONAL
SERVICE LIST
LIEUTENANTS

Sambrook, J. R.
Bennett, R. G.
Paterson, C. G. S.
Applegate, E. J.
Snowden, A. G.
Howland, N. M.
Tilley, T. A.
Monins, I. R.
Came, R. P. T.
Waterman, R. R.
Labbett, M., 2/Lt.

Staff and Command
Col. (T/Brig.) R. W.
Craddock, C.B.E., D.S.O. T.D.C.
Col. (T/Brig.) F. W. B. Parry Comd. Sierra Leone and Gambia Tis

Lieut.Colonels (Employed List)
Lieut.Col. H. P. Williams,
Lieut.Col. J. G. Atkinson,
O.B.E.
G.S.O.I, Inf. Dte., War Office.
O.B.E.
C.O., 2 Malay Regt.

R.S.M. Chapman, G.
B.M. Sharpe, T.
C.S.M. Callaway, R.
R.Q.M.S. Exccll, F.
C.S.M. Kemp, J.
C.S.M. Sharman, R.
C.S.M. Champion, R.
C.S.M. CliftonSprigg, H.
C.S.M. Middleton, J.
C/Sgt. (O.R.S.) Barber, N.
C/Sgt. Woodall, E.
C/Sgt. Denny, F.

WARRANT OFFICERS AND SERGEANTS
1st Battalion
C/Sgt. Ellis, D.
Sgt. Morrish, E.
C/Sgt. Mannering, D.
Sgt. Baldwin, V.
C/Sgt. Newman, P.
Sgt. Weatherall, P.
C/Sgt. Jephcott, H.
Sgt.. Page, A.
Sgt. McNeil, G.
Sgt. Ivory, L.
Sgt. Gardner, E.
Sgt. Rea, R.
Sgt. Smissen, J.
Sgt. Harris, F.
Sgt. Lynch, T.
Sgt. Kay, M.
Sgt. Larkin, F.
Sgt. Stoakes, A.
Sgt. Noy, A.
Sgt. Recton, T.
Sgt. Bird, H.
Sgt. Anderson, C.
Sgt. Lyons, B.
Sgt. Woodrow, V.

R.S.M. White, H.
R.Q.M.S. Howe, W.
C.S.M. Rose, J.
C.S.M. Diamond, R.
C/Sgt. (O.R.S.) Webb, C.

C.Q.M.S. Day, S.
C/Sgt. Berrett, G.
Sgt. Laker, J.
Sgt. Jackson, W.
Sgt. Dean, D.

REGULAR ARMY
R.S.M. Turmaine, F.
C.S.M. Fagg,' G.
C.S.M. Philpott, H.
C.S.M. Seymour, J.
Sgt. Partridge, R.
Sgt. Miller, C.
Sgt. Vaughan, F.
Sgt. Porter, J.

Depot The Buffs
Sgt. Haines, E.
Sgt. Bryant, A.
Sgt. Simmonds, R.
Sgt. Colyer, A.
Sgt. Cain, D.

4/Sth Battalion (T.A.)
Sgt. Gullis, W.
Sgt. White, R.
R.Q.M.S. Harwood, E.
Sgt. Hurlow, R.
C.S.M. Chapman, W.
Sgt. Babbage, W.
C/Sgt. Hunt, P.
Sgt. Wraight, S.
C/Sgt. Gabriel, J.
Sgt. Neaves, C.
C/Sgt./Trinkwon, A.
Sgt. James, A.
C/Sgt. Couzens, W.
Sgt. Bass, R.
Sgt. Kemp, E.
Sgt. Williams, E.
Sgt. Bell, J.
TERRITORIAL ARMY

Regimental Appointments
Administrative Officer—Depot The Buffs
Secretary: Canterbury Cricket Week Club
 Lieut.Col. H. S. Knocker
Dragon Club
Regimental Committee
Curator: Regimental Museum
Lieut.Col. G. R. Howe
Secretary: Past and Present Association, The Buffs1
Executive Committee
jLieut .Col. E. V. Arsles
Editor: The Dragon

[iv]

Sgt. Histed, W.
Sgt. Martin, A.
Sgt. Wright, R.
Sgt. Bujakowski, W., B.E.M.
Sgt. Thurley, R.
Sgt. Spiers, E.
Sgt. Gibson, I.
Sgt. Townsley, J.
Sgt. Streeter, E.
Sgt. Crooks, H.

Sgt. Stokes, D.
Sgt. Bean, G.
Sgt. Raine, R.
Sgt. Brooker.

Sgt. Thundow, W.
Sgt. George, M.
Sgt. Saunders, G.
Sgt. Richardson, H.
Sgt. Cope, H.
Sgt. Hewitt, C.

The Past and Present Association
Headquarters: DEPOT, THB BUFFS.
Telephone: CANTERBURY 4764.

Chairman: BRIGADIER E. FOSTER IIALL, M.C.

Secretary: LR. COL. E. V. AROLES

BRANCHES
Branch
Chairman
1st Bn., The Buffs SecondinCommand
4th Bn., The Buffs SecondinConimaiid
ASHFORD
Mr. A. Mills
4. LONDON

5. DOVER

6. WBALD
7. MEDWAY

8. SITTINGBOURNE
9. RAMSOATE

10. MARGATE
11. HYTHE

12. CANTERBURY

13. HERNE BAY
14. FOLKESTONE

15.

SANDWICH

16. FAVERSHAM
17. BRIGHTON
18. DENMARK

Secretary
R.S.M.
R.S.M.
Mr. A. C. Mills, 20 Watermans House,
Godfrey Walk, Ashford, Kent
Mr. H. J. Scott, I Oxford Road, Carshalton,
Surrey.

Meeting Dates and Places

First Saturday in each month, Duke of
Marlborough, 7 p.m.
Third Saturday in each month, Prince
Mr. R. W. Billings
Alfred Restaurant, Tufton Street, West
minster, 7.30 p.m.
First Thursday in each month, "Eagle
Mr. C. Collins, "Haven" Meadway, Minnis
Capt. E. Marsh, M.B.E.
Hotel", London Road, Dover, 7.45 p.m.
Lane, River, Dover.
Mr. A. H. Betts, 22 Goods Station Road, HAWKHURST SUBAREA. Third Thursday
Col. E. B. Burns, T.D.
in each month, British Legion House,
Tunbridge Wells
Hawkhurst, 7.45 p.m.
Last
Saturday in each month, The Two
Mr. H. A. J. Brand, 83 Delce Road,
Mr. F. J. Cox
Brewers, High Street, Rochester, 8 p.m.
Rochester
First Friday in each month; Drill Hall,
Col. D. J. Dean, v.c.,T.D. Mr. L. J. Coward, 75 William Street,
East Street, 7.30 p.m.
Sittingbourne.
Mr. C. F. Fakley
Mr. B. E. Knott, 27 Wilfred Road, Ramsgate Third Friday in each month, Freemason's
Tavern, Ramsgate, 8 p.m.
Mr. J. E. F. Swann
Mr. J. H. Shakeshaft, 14 Alexandra Road, First Wednesday in each month, Drill Hall,
Hawley Square, 8 p.m.
Broadstairs
Mr. J. Green
Mr. H. Thompson, 4 Hillside Court, Hythe Last Wednesday in each month, The Star,
Stade Street, 7.30 p.m.
Major S. J. Selway, 153 Sturry Road, Fourth Friday in each month, Drill Hall, St'
Lt.Col. E J. Evans
Peter's Lane, Canterbury, 8 p.m.
Canterbury
Mr. A. Trice, 23 Queen's Gardens, Herne Second Monday in each month, British
Mr. H. Davey
Legion
Club, May Lodge, 8 p.m.
Bay
Mr. H. Fordred, 36 Fernbank Crescent, Second Friday in each month, Guildhall
Major A. A. West
Hotel, 8 p.m.
Folkestone
Major F. W. Tomlinson Mr. H. Taylor, 19 Paradise Row, Sandwich
First Tuesday in each month, Drill Hall,
8 p.m.
Capt. J. Green
Mr. R. C. Croucher, tO Glebe Houses, First Monday in each month, Carpenters
Arms, Eastling, 7.30 p.m.
Eastling, Faversham
Major H. Milton, 118 Queens' Road, Brighton Second Monday in each month, R.E.
Capt. R. J. Robertson
Record Social Club, The College, Ditch
ling Road, Brighton, 8 p.m.
7th
Day in each month, Forsvarbrodrenes
Major W. M. Iversen, K.D. Mr. M. GeiltRasmussen, Frederiksborgvej 1,
25, 2, Selskabslokaler, Gothersgade 137
B., Copenhagen, N.V.
K., 7.30 p.m.
The Association exists to foster Comradeship and to give a helping hand to those in distress.
Membership is open to all who are serving or who have served in The Buffs.
Subscription rates are:—
Life Membership: Officers £2.
Other Ranks £1
Annual Membership: Officers 5/.
Other Ranks 2/6.
Entrance Fee: 1/

LADIES' GUILD
President: HON. MRS. P. G. SCARLETT
1. LONDON

Chairman
Mrs. L. Coley

2. DOVER

Mrs. J. Crookenden, J.P.

3. FOLKESTONE

Mrs. G. Wood, J.P.

Branch

4. MEDWAY

Mrs. King Holt

5. ASHFORD

Mrs. L. King

6. SrmNoitouRNE

Mrs. M. E. Dean

Meeting Dates and Places
First Saturday in each month, Prince
Alfred Restaurant, Tufton Street, S.W.I
6.30 p.m.
Mrs. E. Carter, 113 Buckland Avenue, First Thursday in each month, T.A.
Drill Hall, Liverpool Street, Dover, 3 p.m.
Dover
Mrs. Kay Mantell, 5 Page Place, Folkestone Every other Wednesday, Drill Hall, Shellons
Street, Folkestone, 3.30 p.m.
Mrs. W. T. Brooker, 67 Malvern Road, Fourth Tuesday in each month, Foresters'
Hall, King Street, Gillingham, 2.30 p.m.
Gillingham, Kent
Mrs. E. Partiss, 22 Bond Road, South Second Wednesday in each month. The
Drill Hall, Ashford, 3 p.m.
Ashford
Mrs. J. Ravensda'.e, 10 Railway Terrace, Third Wednesday in each month. Drill
Hall, East Street, Sittingbourne, 6.45 p.m...
Sittingbourne
Secretary
Mrs. M. J. Dalgleish, "Woodville". High
wood Hill, Mill Hill, N.W.7
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THE DRAGON

I

Personalia

T was very nice to see Mrs. F. W. B. Parry,
who has been home from West Africa for a
spell. News of Brigadier Parry and Susan is
that they are both in good fettle.
*

*

*

Another visitor on leave is Bandmaster W. B.
Foster from Hong Kong, looking his usual
robust self. Mrs. Foster came with him and
plans to return later in the year by way of
America.


4«
Our sympathy is extended to the families of
those Buffs who have died since our last issue.
4s
4s
4s
Colonel E. T. Buttanshaw died on the 20th
August in his 90th year. He was, thus, by several
years, the oldest living officer of the Regiment.
He transferred to the R.A.S.C. over 60 years ago
and was therefore known to very few who joined
after that. His only son, Lieut. E. H. V.
Buttanshaw, gallant, debonair and supremely
efficient, was killed with the 2nd Battalion in the
Second Battle of Ypres, 1915.
4s
4s
4s
Major H. L. Archer Houblon died suddenly
on August 23rd. He was 77. He had spent the
morning shooting, and whilst on his way to catch
a train to return home he collapsed and died from
heart failure in the station approach at Boxford.
Major Archer Houblon served in the Regiment
during the South African and 191418 Wars
and was very wellknown to many members of
the Regiment. He was a noted shot with both
rifle and gun, and an expert fisherman.
4s
4s
4s
We also record the deaths of Captain Samuel
Rivers and Mr. James Greig.
Captain Rivers will be remembered as P.T.
Sergeant with the 2nd Battalion at Wellington.
He was commissioned on the outbreak of the
191418 War and was wounded at the Second
Battle of Ypres.
Mr. James Greig enlisted in the Regiment in
1882 and retired with the rank of Lieutenant
and Quartermaster in 1907. His elder daughter,
Doris, married Mr. Steward, who was also a
Buff.
4:
4s
4s
Major Neal GordonWilson writes that he has
moved on to a Medical Rehabilitation Unit where
under the spell of exercises his feet are mending,
and he is now free of crutches.

Lieut.Col. C. E. Wilson is in St. Augustine's
Hospital. We very much regret that his nerves
have given way under the great strain he has
suffered recently. However, he telephoned
personally to his wife a day or so ago, so we must
hope for better news.

4c,
*
Our congratulations to Colonel and Mrs. J.
SykesWright on their marriage. Colonel Sykes
Wright commands the Home Counties Brigade
Depot and those of us in Canterbury will welcome
his wife whom we already know.
*

*

*

In The Dragon for April, a letter from Mrs.
Dibble mentioned her adopted son. It is of
interest that he is now employed as a Barrack
Stores Accountant in Lieut.Colonel John
Atkinson's Malay Battalion in Taiping.






We have been pleased to see Brigadier and Mrs.
Stronge in Canterbury en route for a trip by car
to Spain and Portugal.
4s
4c
4c
Prince and Princess Georg of Denmark
attended the opening of the Edinburgh Festival
and were present at the performance given by the
Danish State Radio Orchestra.
4c
4c
4c
Old members who served with the 1st Battalion
in India and Burma will be interested to know that
Sergeant H. A. Pattenden, who was later com
missioned into the Royal Pioneer Corps, recently
retired with the rank of Major.
He entered the Theological College, Lichfield,
on his retirement and is to be ordained by the
Lord Bishop of Lichfield in his Cathedral Church
of Saint Mary and Saint Chad, Lichfield, on
Sunday, September 26th, to serve in the Parish of
Saint Augustine, Rugeley, Staffs.
'
4c
*
*

F

Old Brigade News

IFTYSEVEN years ago on the I6th Septem
ber, 1897 the 1st Battalion was engaged on
the N.W. Frontier of India. L/Cpl. Smith,
in charge of a few men at a place called Bilot,
heroically beat off the savage hordes time and
again and displayed the utmost gallantry, for
which he received the Victoria Gross and his
section Distinguished Conduct Medals.
There are old Buffs today who will well recall
the episode to mind and take memories to the
previous war in 1895 and the part played by the
Battalion in the Relief of Chitral.
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THE DRAGON
DEATHS

We were pleased to hear from Snowball
Manning that he met several old pals on Remem
brance Sunday, including Col. R. W. Orwin,
Major and Mrs. Stone, Major (Drummy)
Andrews, Bert Tester, R.S.M. Jeffreys (Rams
gate), Jack (Doughy) Baker, Tom Pollard and
many others. These names take us back more
than a few years.
*



BUTTANSHAW.—On August 20th, 1954, peace

fully at Amersham Hospital, Colonel Edward
Thornton Buttanshaw, late The Buffs and
R.A.S.C., beloved husband of Evelyn {nee
Hughes D'Aeth), in his 90th year.
ARCHER HOUBLON.—On August 23rd, suddenly,
Henry Lindsay Archer Houblon, of Welford
Park.



We regret to say that Ben Molkinthin is not too
well and Harry Baverstock informs us that he is
visiting Ben and will keep us informed. Both
reside at Worthing.


*

-

. *
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HIS year's Regimental Christmas Card
takes the form of a card 6f in. x 5 in. bearing
a coloured representation of "The Buffs on
Outpost Duty, Peninsula, 1813" on the outside,
with crest and greetings on page 3. The card is
being produced by the Medici Society and the
cost will not exceed 1/ each, inclusive of
envelope.

*

*

 * #
Regimental Diary 1955

We were recently reminded by a scribe about
the Boxing Club of the 1st Battalion in the far
off days and although the writer of these notes
never served in that Battalion, all Buffs knew
of Darkey Barton, Snowball Manning, Jack
Hardman, Young Warner, not forgetting the
late Colonel Groves Raines. The 2nd Battalion
came on later with Colonel Lister, Beal, and other
fine fighters.
J.E.E.




A

S last year. Pocket Diary, blue cover with
gold Dragon Badge. Leather covered—
cost 4/3 each, post free.
Orders for Cards and Diaries to: Ad
ministrative Officer, Depot The Buffs.



*

Future Events
PRESENT ASSOCIATION.

25. LONDON BRANCH DINNER.
Oct. 9. BUFFS GOLFING SOCIETY DINNER AND

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.
9—10. BUFFS GOLFING SOCIETY AUTUMN MEET
ING, LITTLESTONE.
9. 6TH (S) BATTALION (191418) REUNION
DINNER. For particulars write to:

Mr. R. W. Billings, 14 Hornfair
Road, Charlton, London, S.E.7.
23. 4/5TH (193945) REUNION DINNER,
COUNTY HOTEL, 7 P.M. (Tickets 10/
each from the Hon. Secretary.)
30. 1/4TH BUFFS (191419) REUNION DIN

NER AT THE DRILL HALL, ST. PETER'S
LANE, CANTERBURY. Assemble at

6 p.m. for 6.30 p.m. dinner. Tickets
7/6 should be obtained from your
Local Secretary, "or from Lieut.
Col. H. L. Cremer, The Grange,
Chartham, Nr. Canterbury.

6. RAMSGATE BRANCH DINNER.

20. WEALD BRANCH DINNER, ST. DAVID'S
CLUB, CRANBROOK.





Major Martin Gerrard
O'Geary

Sept. 18. ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, PAST AND

NOV.

*

Christmas Card 1954

Jimmy Dray is now well established in his new
house at Burgess Hill. Jimmy loves gardening
and we are informed also attends to a fair sized
allotment.


-

T

HOSE who served in the 9th Battalion
The Buffs early in the last war will be
interested to learn that after thirtyfive
years of devoted service in the Army, Major
Martin O'Geary is retiring.
His career is surely a shining example to young
soldiers, for it shows what opportunities the Army
offers to those who possess the ability and
character to profit from the changes and chances
in a stiff climb up a steep ladder.
Major O'Geary enlisted at Plymouth in the
Royal Munster Fusiliers on 30th April, 1919 and
soon became a Corporal. When the gallant Irish
regiments were disbanded in 1922 he was trans
ferred to the Essex Regiment. In 1927 he was
posted to the Royal Military College, Sandhurst,
as a Sergeant Instructor during which time
General Sir Frederick Browning was Captain
and Adjutant. In 1929 he was recalled to his
regiment on accelerated promotion to Company
SergeantMajor. In 1938 he left the Army on
pension.

[247]

THE DRAGON
In August, 1939 he reerilisted as a Private in
the Northamptonshire Regiment and was pro
mot6d C.S.M. the same day. In July, 1940,
on the formation of the 9th Buffs, he was pro
moted Regimental SergeantMajor of the new
battalion. There can be no doubt that it was
greatly due to his energy and delightful charm of
manner (so invaluable even in a R.S.M. when
dealing with eager raw civilian levies), combined
with knowledge and determination, that this
battalion soon shaped into one of the smartest
battalions of the new armies.
In December, 1940 he was awarded a direct
commission as a Lieutenant and immediately
given command of the superhumary "E" Com
pany. ^ In September, 1941 he was promoted
Captain; and temporary Major in February,
1942. About this time he was appointed Home
Guard Training Officer in Devon, a job demand
ing much tact arid the qualities of a good mixer.
When the Home Guard was disbanded, on the
special recommendation of Colonel the Lord
Fortescue, Lord Lieutenant of Devon, Major
O'Geary was appointed Training Officer to the
Army Cadet Force at H.Q. SouthWestern
District, Tauntori. After this he served 3£ years
at Singapore as Staff Captain, Moveriierits, and
Garrison Adjutant, NEESoon. Returning home,
he was appointed in 1951 to personnel selection
duties, No. 2 Training Battalion, REME, at
Honiton. Recently he had been offered another
appoirttment where his wide experience would
have been invaluable to the Army, but the
Treasury, with their lynx eyes on the increased
pension he would earn, refused to sanction his
retention. Thus, on the 30th September, at the
age Of 57, he retires into civil life.
Many old soldiers at that age would find it
difficult, if not impossible, to obtain employment
commensurate with their qualifications. Not so
Major O'Geary. For many years he has been a
keen and expert amateur photographer. On
retirement he is immediately embarking on a
photographic business in Honiton, which he is
taking over as a going concern. With the con
tacts he has already established, his own sparkling
personality which radiates good  humour and
pheer, arid his attractive Irish brogue, his success
in this new venture is assured.
Here, indeed, is an example of how a man,
whilst serving in the Army, can fit himself to
follow an interesting an lucrative occupation
when at last the inevitable passage of years rings
down the curtain on a period of long and honour
able service.
R.T.

W

Blenheim

E publish below, by courtesy of the
Editor, The Times, a leading article which
will undoubtedly be of interest to those
readers who may not have seen it, on the 250th
anniversary of the Battle of Blenheim. The
following regiments, under their present day
titles, took part in the battle:—
1st King's Dragoon Guards
3rd Carabiniefs
5th Royal Inniskilling Dragoon Guards
7th Dragoon Guards
2nd Dragoons, Royal Scots Greys
1st and 2nd Bns. The Royal Scots
The Buffs
The King's Regiment (Liverpool)
The Royal Lincolnshire Regiment
The East Yorkshire Regiment
The Bedfordshire & Hertfordshire Regiment
The Royal Scots Fusiliers
The Royal Welch Fusiliers
The South Wales Borderers
The Cameronians (Scottish Rifles)
The Royal Hampshire Regiment
Referring to Historical Records of The Buffs
15721704, we find on page 478 that the Regiment,
then known as Churchill's Regiment; was
brigaded with the Royal Scots, Webb's (The
King's Regiment (Liverpool)), and Meredith's
(The Royal Hampshire Regiment), under Major
General Webb. On page,494 we find a reference
to casualties. Churchill's Regiirient lost 2
officers killed, and 9 wounded (1 mortally). No
list of O.R. casualties is available but the Regi
ment must have suffered severely as it was men
tioned by Marlborough as one of thfe "five of
our weakest battalions through the late actions"
(Marlborough Despatches, 12th September,
1704).
Reprint from "The Times", 13th August, 1954
BLENHEIM
"God send a miracle to save old England at
last." GOVERNOR PITT, writing from Madras in
September, 1704, was more than a month away
from Europe and did not yet know that, 250
years ago today, his saving miracle had already
been accomplished. Such, in the perspective of
time, the victory at Blenheim still appears. Not
only in the great battle, but in the wonderful
campaign there is a completeness, a classic
rightness, which shines with the epic glow. There
is the situation of near despair; with the way
all but open to Vienna and the city apparently
at the mercy of the lowering French hosts so soon
as the coming of spring releases them from winter
quarters. There is the rescuer far away, the great
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DUKE, ostensibly watching the Narrow Seas, but

planning through the long winter months a stroke
as hazardous as NAPOLEON'S later plunge into
Russia or ALEXANDER'S thrust to the heart of the
Persian Empire long ago—no less than to "steal
the British Army and run away with it to the
Danube".
But MARLBOROUGH is*no autocrat like these,
and must keep his own counsel, not telling even
the QUEEN and the LORD TREASURER until April
what is in his mind, and having to conceal his
project from his Dutch allies—generously as in
the end they supported him—until after he has
actually set out, apparently to strike up the
Moselle Valley into France. There is then the
unexpected wheel to the left, and the dazzling
march across the front of all the French armies,
"drawing the whole war in his wake". There is
the meeting with PRINCE EUGENE and the begin
ning of a comradeship in arms destined to echo
the finest traditions of chivalry. Then follows
the masterly capture of a base in the enemy's
country by the storming of the Schellenberg
against odds, and at last the confrontation of the
embattled hosts beside the river, the tactical
surprise of the crossing of the marshes, the crash,
the heave, the breaking of the line, the pursuit—
and MARSHALL TALLARD in the English com
mander's coach, on the way to years of quiet
captivity, teaching his conquerors the cultivation
of celery.
" 'But what good came of it at last?' Quoth
little Peterkin." The question has an answer,
though Old Kaspar could not discern it. Had
the mighty waves, in which the massed cavalry
of many nations were hurled together that
August day, broken back to the east and not to
the west, the whole history of the eighteenth
century would have flowed in different and—to
an English judgment at least—less fortunate
channels. After MARLBOROUGH'S victory, the
Holy Roman Empire and the Hapsburg dynasty
could survive, and it was no longer possible that
all Europe would fall under the dominance of a
single nation. England—there were gallant
Scots at Blenheim but Great Britain had not yet
come to birth—had won no major victory on
land since Agincourt; now, although the over
weening pride of the Roi SOLEIL would not be
curbed without many more grievous years of
fighting, it was certain that a seafaring nation
would be enabled to pursue its natural destiny,
free of the threat of a whole continent united and
hostile in its rear.
Blenheim began a new release of the English
spirit. It meant the opportunity for CLIVE and
HASTINGS to impose law and peace upon the

immemorial feuds of India, for COOK to explore,
and BANKES to plan the peopling of, a new con
tinent at the Antipodes, for WILBERFORCE to
right the wrongs that white men had inflicted on
the black—yes, and for another great English
man, GEORGE WASHINGTON, to bring forth a new
nation conceived in liberty. Tragic indeed it is
that, more than two thousand years after
ARISTOPHANES mocked the futility of war, and
EURIPIDES exhibited the pity of it, and THUCYDIDES
analysed its corrosion of the human spirit, men
have still not found the way to determine these
great issues by some way more rational than the
shedding of young men's blood and lonely
women's tears. Nevertheless u'lKtvov, iuXwov,
TO RT'
vtKin10—let dirge upon dirge be sung,
so the good cause prevail. It was a famous
victory.
4c
*
*

Buffs Golfing Society

F

OR some time it has been
obvious that the events as
laid down in the Rules
require revision, due to:
(a) the reduction in the number
of days available for a
meeting;
(b) the apparent aversion to
more than one round
of medal play during a
meeting.
Nearly all the events are
based on two majoi medal
competitions, the Brinkman and
Paget Cups.
The following reviews of Competitions and
suggested alterations, as proposed by the Com
mittee will be submitted to members at the
Annual General Meeting, and if accepted will
make it easier to carry out the programme in the
two days available for a meeting.
1. THE BRINCKMAN CUP

This Tournament has been varied from its
original conception of a knockout to eight
players left in after a qualifying round.
Suggested: That it be altered 18 hole Medal
play, at the Spring Meeting.
2. PAGET CUP

A 36hole medal competition under handicap,
at Autumn Meeting.
Suggested: That it be altered to 18hole medal
play at Autumn Meeting.
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3.

MATCH V LIPHOOK GOLF CLUB, 11TH JULY, 1954

LYNDEN BELL TROPHY

This fixture is always a popular one and this
year was no exception—in fact there were too
many candidates. Eventually eight players
turned up and one spare man. The zeal of our
players, however, failed to compensate for their
lack of skill, as we sustained the worst defeat
of the year, eight matches to one.
In spite of the defeat, a very genial atmosphere
prevailed, the weather was all that could be
desired, and in good weather, no course could
be more enjoyable than Liphook.
We were as usual most hospitably entertained
and we all look forward to having another match
next year.
Scores below:—

There is no reason for any change.
4.

BRADLEY DYNE SALVER

As this is for the aggregate of 18 holes at
Spring and 18 at the Autumn Meeting, there is
no call for any change.
5.

COUPE DES LAPINS

This is run in conjunction with the medal
round but with handicap qualifications.
No alteration is necessary.
6.

FOURSOME COMPETITION

Now played under Stableford rules.
No change proposed.
7.

Morning

REEVES CUP

For the best aggregate score over 36 holes at
Autumn Meeting.
Suggested: 18 holes at Spring and 18 at
Autumn. (Aggregate.)
8.

ECLECTIC COMPETITIONS (BAIRD AND TREVOR
CUPS)

As these are played in conjunction with medal
rounds with age distinction no change is
necessary.
9.

KEN WARD. CUP AND JUNIOR MEDAL

Also played in conjunction with medal rounds
with handicap distinction.
No change is necessary.
10.

FOURSOMES

D. Flower & M. Stuart
Smith (7/6) :
G. S. Walker & D. W.
Morris (4/2)
Admiral R. Wallace &
M. L. Jacobs(6/5)...
General Sir K.Crawford
& Comd. A. E. Slack
(1 up)
1

Afternoon
Capt. D. P. Evans &
Stanham & Connolly
StuartSmith (5/4) ... 1
Walker & M. H. Lushington May & Oliver ...
(5/4)
1
Hoare & Dendy
Wallace & E. M. Hacking
(5/3)
1
Crawford & Stack (2/1) 1 Coates & Pearson
Total ... 8

BOGEY FOURSOMES

Suggested it be merged into Foursome Com
petition as in 6 above.

*

*

*

The following Agenda will be submitted to the
Annual General Meeting on Saturday, 9th
October, 1954:—
1. Appointment of Office Bearers, vide Rule
IV (2).
2. Hon. Secretary's Report and Statement of
Accounts.
3. Proposal by Committee for alteration of
4. Vote of thanks to Littlestone Golf Club.

Total

SINGLES MATCH
M. H. Lushington beat Col. J. Crookenden

11. SUMMER FOURSOMES

This event has been instituted since the Rules
were drawn up and is a popular event.
Two Silver Ash Trays were presented by
Major Pearson as a Prize.
Suggested: That this be included in the Rules
as one of the events.

Gen. Sir G. Stanham &
Col. May
Col. G. E. Oliver &
Col. J. F. Connolly...
Col. N. E. Hoare &
Major I. Pearson ...
Captain L. Coates &
Major R. Dendy ...

J.C.

Watch for these Films

r

HE Young Lovers. A film
directed by
Anthony Asquith always has distinction
and originality. Two young people fall in
love in London. One, the boy, is in United States
Intelligence, the girl employed as a Secretary
at the legation of a country behind the Iron
Curtain. Their love is quite outside their work,
but no one will believe tins and they are suspected
of betraying secrets. A simple and beautiful love
story amidst the problems of today.
The Caine Mutiny. The film has followed the
story, and conveys well the atmosphere of the
book. Humphrey Bogart is convincing and
pathetic as the eccentric and bewildered captain
against whom the crew mutiny. Van Johnson is
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Round and About

given a chance to act, which he takes, as the
slow thinking Maryk who takes command.
Robert Francis is Willie, Jose Ferrer plays Green
wald, and Fred McMurray the cowardly novelist.
This was a fine story, and is a good film. Director,
Edward Donytryk.

By the Tramp

A

The Green Scarf. A detective story bordering
on the melodramatic, about a blind, deaf and
dumb man accused of murdering an American.
Michael Redgrave is very fine as an ageing
bearded French lawyer. Leo Genn of the
pleasing voice plays the deaf mute's teacher,
Kieran Moore the accused man, and Ann Todd
his wife.
Three Coins in a Fountain. A sentimental story
weaved round the legend that if a coin is dropped
into the fountain of Trevi with a wish to find
happiness in Rome, you may get your wish.
There are three pairs of lovers in the story, the
girls three American secretaries, played by
Dorothy McGuire with Clifton Webb as her
partner, Maggie McNamara and Jean Peters,
whose lovers are a Prince (Louis Jourd&n) and a
Peasant (Rossario Brazzi). Frank Sinatra sings
the much broadcast theme song. This film is
worth seeing for the lovely scenery shot in Venice,
Rome and Tivoli.
At the Curzon Theatre (London) is showing
Genevieve and La Ronde, the latter once only at
6.20. A brilliant French film, and a delightfully
amusing English one.
Romeo and Juliet, the AngloItalian film
version of Shakespeare's play, was shown at
the Venice Film Festival, and won the Grand
Prix. Critics were enthusiastic about the superb
settings made in Verona and other Italian cities.
Directed by Renato Castellani, with Laurence
Harvey as Romeo and Norman Wooland as
Mercutio. Juliet is played by an unknown, Susan
Shentall.
LONDON THEATRES
Hippo Dancing
(comedy).

I

(Lyric).

I Am a Camera (New).
(serious).

Robert

Morley

Dorothy Tutin

The Tea House of the August Moon (Her
Majesty's) (funny and original).
The production of Macbeth at Edinburgh
Festival has received unstinted praise, and will
be produced at the Old Vic on September 9th.
Paul Rogers is the best Macbeth for a long time.

LMOST imper
ceptibly the season
which we dignify
by the name of Summer
has passed into Autumn
and the least said about
it the better. Our sym
pathies go out to those
whose holidays were
ruined by rain and cold
grey skies. Equally they
go out to county cric
ket secretaries and
treasurers who are
wrestling with their an
nual accounts. But it
is an illwind.... Footballers are rejoicing in
soft and very green turf and the big political
parties may get some late sunshine to brighten
their yearly jamborees at this or that seaside
resort. We shall also be bidding farewell in a
week or so to the stalwarts chosen by the M.C.C.
to do battle with the redoubtable Australians in
Antipodean sunshine.
OVAL FIASCO
This leads one naturally to some reference to
what happened at Kennington Oval in August.
The result of the final Test Match against Pakistan
was a blow to those who hoped that English
cricket had recovered sufficiently to hold on to
the Ashes gained—I am bold enough to suggest
somewhat luckily last year. Expressing this view
I find myself in disagreement with a wellknown
journalist who wrote a letter to a London news
paper complaining that the comments of those
who found the result somewhat ignominious
displayed a lack of sportsmanship. I think he
had got hold of the wrong end of the stick. There
was no lack of chivalry or sportsmanship towards
our pleasant opponents in those who said that
the showing of the English team was deplorable.
One of the calmest and most judicial of cricket
writers subsequently described the play of the
English team as "irresolute". Who could object
to that reasonable description? I don't think that
our greatest enemies would deny that as a nation
we are as magnanimous in defeat as we are in
victory. We are entitled, therefore, without any
disparagement of our opponents, to express our
criticism of the shortcomings of our own
representatives.
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LEADERSHIP
After the debacle at The Oval there were the
familiar criticisms of the Selectors. One news
paper quoted, jocularly, the snatch of a con
versation between a father and his young son
when, after the match was over, the usual crowd
gathered in front of the Pavilion. The boy asked
what the crowd was calling out for. "The heads
of the Selectors", was the parent's bitter reply.
What he forgot was that Selectors pick teams
but cannot "make" them. Teams are made by
leadership. This leads one to the question of
captaincy. I am not by any means the only one
who has openly criticised the English captain's
qualities as a leader. To do so is to "stick out
one's neck" for attack from all who think that
such criticism is due to an antiprofessional bias.
I am also not the only one who thinks that a
professional captain with a livelihood at stake
is more than a little handicapped. At least twice
in the Oval match the Pakistanis were allowed to
grasp the initiative. That is unforgivable in a
Test Match. I cannot imagine Chapman or
Jardine failing in that way, nor can I imagine
that either of those inspiring and determined
captains would have permitted or instructed
Wardle to go in and scratch about when, with
an encouraging word in his ear, he would have
played his normal aggressive game. He might
have fallen but it would at least have been a noble
fall and not, with his fellows at the tail end, a
feeble fadeout.
In Australia there is no dearth of cricketers
whose favourite meal is irresolute players. If
we are to keep the Ashes we'll need a lot of
resolute play and, above all, resolute leadership.
I know that cricket is only a game, but inter
national cricket or football or athletics has,
rightly or wrongly, taken on a significance far
beyond the oldslaphappy, letthebestmanwin
fun it was in the "bad old days". I look forward
to some Homeric struggles "down under" this
Winter and, duly crossing my fingers, I hope that
Hutton and his men will be bringing the Ashes
home next Spring. At the worst I hope that they
will have fought for their retention.
NUMBER ONE LONDON
Talking of leaders reminds me that I went the
other day, at long last, to look at Apsley House,
the London home of the first Duke of Wellington.
It is one of the latest additions to the many
fascinating museums open, at small charge, to
visitors. It is national property, administered by
H.M. Office of Works. This Government Depart
ment does its job well and the magnificent house
and its treasures are admirably arranged. None
the less, I found it disappointing. There is a
mass of stuff to look at, including a remarkable

collection of paintings by masters including
Velasquez, Rubens, Goya and other great men.
There is a wealth of gold and silver plate and some
furniture of distinction, but I never had the feeling
that anyone ever lived in the house. Even the
great gallery where the famous Waterloo
banquets took place in the Duke's lifetime, on
the anniversary of the battle, left me just a shade
cold. I had much the same feeling when I visited
the Palace at Versailles but Apsley House was
the town mansion of a great soldier and a great
personality. I couldn't picture him in any of the
beautiful and ornate rooms and I thought of how
he slept on a very simple iron bedstead in his
quarters in the Castle at Walmer when he was
Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports. Perhaps
I went on a day on which my mood was wrong.
1 was much more impressed and moved by Jane
Austen's little house at Chawton, but then she
was never burdened with gifts of gold plate from
Emperors and others. I was sorry about Apsley
House, for I have always admired the Duke,
whom I consider to have been one of the greatest
men in our island history. In the hall of the
house is a gigantic nude statue of Napoleon
Buonaparte. I do not know whether it was there
in the Duke's lifetime, but I fancy it was not.
It is on record that Wellington, when asked his
opinion of the man he beat at Waterloo, did not,
as a lesser man would have, say that he was a
great man or soldier. In fact he had rather a
poor view of him. The Duke didn't bother that
such apparent disparagement of his opponent
might appear to lessen his own achievement. He
was like that. He was as little affected by the
plaudits of the mob as he was by their stupidity
when they broke the windows of his house during
the Reform Bill excitement. He would, I imagine,
have had something pretty gruff and realistic to
say about the splendour of his funeral had he
been a spectator instead of the centrepiece of it.
I found the lithographs of the funeral, shown in a
passage at Apsley House, most fascinating.
Never was there a better free show for Londoners
and never a more mountainous catafalque.
And, if you look in at St. Paul's Cathedral,
examine the Wellington memorial. It is really
magnificent and, in my opinion, far more im
pessive than Napoleon's tomb in Les Invalides
in Paris. But the real memorial to both men,
according to their respective merits, is on that
hallowed bit of ground outside Brussels where on
June 18th, 1815 the question was finally and
irrevocably decided. One man hated war but
practised its arts with such commonsense and
resolution that he saved his. own nation and
Europe; the other loved it and brought his
country to ruin. I don't think my visit to Apsley
House was altogether a waste of an hour or so.
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the journey of four days, over a very rugged part
of the country. I was ajsp permitted to retain the
service of two of the soldiers during pay stay at
St. Jean de Luz. Upon arrival in that town I had
comfortable quarters assigned to me, and was
visited by staffsurgeon Titus Berry (brother of
Sjr Edward Berry) whom I knew as a relative of
my old master, Dr. Forster. When further
recovered I was able to dine with Mr. and Mrs.
Berry at their house on the Esplanade overlooking
the sea.
1814
I had besides, the society of numerous other
wounded officers—conyalescent like myself.
Capt. Browpe of the 48th Reg., a Norwich man,
hearing that I was at St. Jeah de Luz came from
the Camp before Bayonne to visit me. He was of
service in obtaining cash for me on a Bill for a
year's pay granted me as a gratuity, under an
especial order on the military chest by Lord
Wellington, but under whose influence or recom
mendation I could not learn. Probably it was
that of Sir Rowland Hill or Sir John Byng, or
from his own recollection of me as he saw me
carried off the field so badly wounded.
APRIL.—Although unable to walk, I had
recovered health and strength enough to bear
feeing .carried in fine weather to the beach, where
the seabreezes served to invigorate me. Towards
the end of April I applied for an order to be sent
to England. As the weather was very stormy no
Transport sailed till the middle of May. I then
was allotted berths for myself and servants,
together with a brother officer of the Buffs,
Captain Mariey, who was badly wounded. We
had a rough passage across the Bay of Biscay
but arrived safe in Plymouth Harbour towards
the end of May. In our entrance we met several
shiploads of French prisoners who had been
released from confinement and were returning
home, peace being proclaimed. With Captain
Mariey I travelled in postchaises to Exeter and
Salisbury visiting the cathedrals, each of us
being carried in sedanchairs. My brother
Thomas came to meet me at Salisbury and we
proceeded to London, where I made my quarters
at the "Old Slaughter's" Coffee House, St.
Martin's Lane, much frequented by military
men. I was required to present myself before the
military medical board, and obtain such certi
ficates respecting my wounds as entitled me to a
year's pay for each leg, and a pension for the
loss of my left leg, which was made that of a
Captain in consideration of my being in com
mand of a company when wounded. About the
end of June I returned to Norwich to join my
brothers and sisters, who .were still occupying
our old residence in tOueen Street.

Ascent of Kilimanjaro
by Buffs

T

HE following is an extract from *he diary
of Cpl. Powell, "A" Company, 1st Bn.
The Buffs, who was a member of the party
from that Company which set opt to climb Ml.
Kilimanjaro (19,340 ft.) in Tanganyika. The
other members of the party were Lieut. Pilcher,
Cpl. Barnden, L/Cpl. Burvill, Rtes. Hollands,
Pollard and Cohen.
21ST JULY, 1954

Our train arrived at Moshi station at 12.15
a.m., where we alighted, all very dusty. Setting
off to explore the town, we soon found our way
to the Piccadilly (?) Hotel, where a very helpful
proprietor arranged cars to take us to Marangu,
the starting point for the climb,, some twentysix
miles away. When the cars arrived, they took us
to the station to collect our kit. Outside the
station f had my first view of Kilimanjaro
through a gap in the lowlying clouds, but could
not imagine myself UP THERE!
We drove along a very smooth tarmac road for
about eighteen miles and then .turned sharp left
onto a road of not so smooth mnrr^m through
the Wachagga reserve. On our arrival, which was
quite unexpected, at the Kibo Hotel, Maranga,
jye were made yery wpicpme by the owner, Mrs
Brpehj. It did not take us long to settle into pur
most comfortable rooms. I had a hot hath, the
first one for six months, and felt much .better
fo,r it; dinner oyer by 8 p.m» we had coffee in
the lounge and discussed with Mrs. Bruehl what
tut we should take up,the mountain. She was very
helpfui, but rather dubjous when she heai;d that
we intended to carry all our kit. Normally
climhers take at least one porter each. Finally,
we agreed to take a native guide and one porter
to carry his kit. I went to my room wondering
whether I'd make it to the top.
22ND JULY, 1954

I was awakened by a knocking on the door:
Pollard said "Come in" and a native waiter
came into our room with tea. We just managed to
drag ourselves out of our very comfortable beds
and wash. After .breakfast we went back to our
rooms to repack our kit.
10.20 a.m. We left the hotel with our guide
for the first stage of the journey—to Bismarck
hut at 8,000 ft. The pace was quite fast on the
steep track up through the native reserve. Sopn
we slowed down as we entered the forest, Which
we found to be similar to that on the lower slopes
of the Aberdares in Kenya. We picked a pleasant
spot on a large clearing where we sat dpwn
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for our tiffin. This over, we "saddled up" and
went on our way. Leaving the main forest and
climbing up through the giant heath, I was
beginning to get tired, due to the weight of my
pack. Suddenly, we entered a large clearing—
and there it stood, Bismarck Hut. Mr. Pilcher
asked the guide Daudi for the key to the padlock,
but the guide confessed that he had forgotten to
bring it! Some "nifty" lock picking with the aid
of someone's fork (no names mentioned)
succeeded in opening the door. What a relief it
was to throw off my kit and collapse on a bunk
and rest! A fire was lit by Cpl. Barnden, who
made some tomato soup; it was delicious.
I opened my first tin of meat and veg. and heated
it up with an Oxo cube. At 6.30 p.m. all the
windows were shut to keep the mist out, and we
went to bed, pleased at having reached the first
hut. (Distance 12 miles.)
23RD JULY, 1954

I awoke feeling very stiff after yesterday's
march. For breakfast everyone had a messtin
full of porridge and a mug of Oxo—not like
yesterday's breakfast but pretty good. Started
early this morning for Peters hut (12,500 ft.)
12 miles. Just before we left, someone suggested
halfanhour's P.T. to loosen up. I couldn't have
done two minutes! The mist had not cleared
since the night before, and we soon became very
wet. Now we left the forest altogether and the
going became easier although the track was still
very steep, narrow and stony in places. Through
a gap in the mist we had a view of Mawenzi
(18,000 ft.), which was on our right, and to the
East of the main peak of Kilimanjaro. We could
see snow and glaciers glistening in the rugged
valleys which broke up its southern face.
10.30 a.m., stopped for a rest. The mist was
beginning to lift and for the first time since leaving
Moshi station we were able to see Kilimanjaro.
From here it looked like an upturned basin with
snow coming more than halfway down the left
hand side. We continued over numerous small
ridges and .dried up streams, and finally reached
Peter's Hut at 1.25 p.m. I lay on my sleeping bag
in the sun for the rest of the afternoon. We found
a visitors! .book and added our witty comments
to those already inscribed. Hollands lit a fire
with dried heather collected by the guide. Whilst
the evening soup was being brewed, I went down
to a fast stream which runs down from Mawenzi
past the hut, for a wash in ice cold water which
was very refreshing. I ran back to the hut full of
life.
After making an Oxo drink and cooking my
meat and veg., I went outside the hut to eat it,
at the same time admiring the superb sunset

over the summit of the mountain. Dusk soon fell
and once more we zipped up our sleeping bags for
the night, to sleep as soundly as possible on our
wooden bunks.
24TH JULY, J 954

 We left this morning in bright sunshine for the
Kibo Hut (15,325 ft.) at 8.30. At the top of Peter's
ridge I suddenly remembered that I had left my
camera behind. Hearing me say this, Daudi
immediately set off back to the hut and soon
returned carrying my invaluable camera.
I thanked him very much for this extra voluntary
effort. After a while, we stopped by a small
swamp with a stream running through the
middle. The guide told us to fill our water
bottles here as we would find no water at Kibo
Hut. On our way once more we crossed the
saddle between Kilimanjaro and Mawenzi and
started to travel towards the main body of the
mountain, leaving Mawenzi behind us. The
going was very rough now. No more grass, just
bare rocky ground; we could see the Kibo Hut
in the distance. A strong wind was blowing from
our right across the open plain. Every hundred
yards or so we rested, out of breath. On reaching
the hut, which was sheltered by big rocks, I lay
down and went to sleep. I awoke at 5.30 p.m.
and ate my last tin of meat and veg. The sun was
still shining and the mountain looked very much
bigger from here. I eventually went to bed;
 most of the others were already sleeping soundly.
25TH JULY, 1954
2 a.m. We were awakened by our guide, who

stood an oil lamp on the table to give us light to
see by. Today we put on extra clothing for the
final assault: pullovers, windsmocks, balaclavas,
etc. I had a severe headache and so did L/Cpl.
Burvill. We smeared our faces with vaseline (to
prevent chapping) and went out into the cold
moonlit morning. We went up a short height and
L/Cpl. Burvill became sick and Mr. Pilcher took
him back to the hut, returning before long to
where the rest of us were waiting. We climbed to
about 17,000 ft. and Hollands said that he could
go no further. Now there remained five people:
the higher we climbed, the more difficult it became
for us to walk and breathe. We had a long rest
by,a big cave; here Pollard decided to return to
the hut because of mountain sickness. Now we
were four. The pace became slower and slower.
Cpl. Barnden complained about his neck hurting
and went down. Only three left now scrambling
up. Cohen said that he could go no further and
Mr. Pilcher and I were left to reach the top alone.
6.30 a.m. We sat and watched the sun rise
slowly out of the clouds, beneath us to the North
east. Then we climbed on up and with each step
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for two days to recuperate. We were asked if we
had signed the book at the top, and too late
realized the significance of the snowcovered
books in the tin box!
So, back to Thika and Mau Mau.
As a final point of interest there is listed below
the rations carried by each member of the party
for each day of the climb:—
1 lb. Meat & Vegetables (tinned)
1/7 lb. Porridge
4 Oxo Cubes
2 ozs. Chocolate
1 oz. Barley Sugar
1 oz. Sugar & 1 oz. Milk (for Porridge)
1 quarter pound of Biscuits
\ Tin of Sardines or 4 ozs. Cheese
No tea was carried.
NOTE.—These rations were found to be quite
adequate (in fact, 8 tins of meat and veg., 2 tins
of cheese and 18 Oxo cubes were not wanted and
given to the guide).
The higher we climbed, the less food we
required.

I lost my breath. Many times I lay down to regain
my breath, and after a short time collecting my
self and climbing again towards the top. We
plodded on slowly and finally reached the summit,
Gillman's Point. The whole ground was ice and
snow, and in the middle was a large crater filled
with weird shapes of ice. On our right was a
tremendous green wall of tinted ice falling away
down into the clouds. In the distance we could
see Mawenzi and through an occasional break
in the clouds we could see the forest far below.
Unfortunately it was too hazy to make out Mt.
Kenya to the North. Among the rocks on the
summit was a cross, planted there some time
before by an energetic priest. Also there was an
open tin box containing a Union Flag and two
snowcovered books. These we did not touch.
The weather was fine and sunny with little wind.
We sat dowri'and for breakfast shared a pound of
\ sultanas with the guide. We spent an hour taking
photographs and then began to slide down very
. c; quickly to Kibo Hut, which we reached at 9.30.
The guide had collected some frozen snow on
the way down and we put this in a water bottle
over a "Tommy Cooker" to melt for drinking
water.  Before setting out on the return journey
to Peter's Hut, the whole party, once again
united, signed their names in the visitors' book.
We very quickly covered the ground that had
been so difficult on the way up and by 1 p.m.
reached Peter's Hut. We now had very little food
left but were sustained by the thought of the
good meals to come tomorrow at the hotel.
Unfortunately, L/Cpl. Burvill was now feeling
; not at all well, but there was little we could do for
him other than to dose him up with aspirin as
prescribed by Dr. Stan Barnden.

* * *
Regimental Gazette

SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF FRIDAY, 30TH
JULY, 1954, DATED TUESDAY, 3RD AUGUST, 1954
TERRITORIAL ARMY—INFANTRY
THE BUFFS.—Lt. R. G. Bennett (406136) from T.A. Nat.

Serv. List, to be Lt., 3rd Aug., 1954, retaining his present
seniority.
2nd Lt. (Actg. Lt.) D. A. Whiting (412620) to be Lt.,
2nd August, 1954, with seniority 9th May, 1952.
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF FRIDAY, 13TH
AUGUST, 1954, DATED TUESDAY, 17TH AUGUST, 1954
REGULAR ARMY—INFANTRY
THE BUFFS.—Capt. J. P. Nash (78316) to be Maj., 18th

26TH JULY, 1954

The last lap—all the way home, a mere 24
miles. We started slowly, as L/Cpl. Burvill was
still unwell but made pretty good time neverthe
less. After a while we came to Bismarck Hut.
Whilst we rested, the guide and his porter dis
appeared for a short while. Soon they came back
carrying two garlands of everlasting flowers
(Helchrysium), which they presented to Mr.
Pilcher and myself as a token that we had success
fully reached the top of Kilimanjaro. Thanking
them, we set off again, moving more quickly
now as we hoped to be in time for the midday
meal at the hotel. It is'interesting to note that
nowhere during our walk up or down did we see
any game'.
We arrived back at the Kibo Hotel, having
covered the' 24 miles in rather less than five and
a half hours walking time, at 1.30. Here we stayed

August, 1954.

SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF TUESDAY, 17TH
AUGUST, 1954, DATED FRIDAY, 20TH AUGUST, 1954
REGULAR ARMY—INFANTRY
SHORT SERVICE COMMISSIONS
THE BUFFS.—22936316 Cadet Frederick John Jakob

(435984) to be 2nd Lt., 26th June, 1954.

NATIONAL SERVICE LIST—INFANTRY

The undermentioned Cadet to be 2nd Lt., 26th June,
1954:—
THE BUFFS.—22928518 James Norman Shephard

(435955).
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF FRIDAY, 20TH
AUGUST, 1954, DATED TUESDAY, 24TH AUGUST, 1954
TERRITORIAL ARMY
RESERVE OF OFFICERS
NATIONAL SERVICE LIST—INFANTRY
THE BUFFS.—2nd Lt. (Actg. Lt.) R. P. T. Came (421509)

from T.A. Nat. Serv. List to be 2nd Lt., 25th August,
1954, retaining his present seniority.
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MT. KILIMANJARO

The summit from the Saddle (14,000 ft.)

The guide, Daudi at the summit (19,340 ft.)

"Picnic" for Q.A.R.M.N.S. Sisters in Aberdare Forests as guests of the Subalterns, 1st Battalion

All ranks travelled armed, and escorts carried automatic weapons
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BY APPOINTMENT SILVERSMITHS
TO THE LATE KING GEORGE VT

The badge of your unit...
GARRARD & CO. LTD.
{formerly The Goldsmiths Sl
Silversmiths Company Ltd.) have

for many years specialised
in the production of
badge jewellery.

A traditional feature of the relation
ship between banker and customer is the
confidence that each places in the other.
The Cox's & King's branch of Lloyds
Bank acts in a dual capacity, it not only
conducts the private accounts of Officers
but also, as Agents to the Army and
Royal Air Force, issues Officers' pay and
allowances. Nevertheless the usual private
and confidential relationship between
customer and banker is fully maintained.
Officers' banking transactions are matters
between the Bank and the customer only.
On the other hand when an officer needs
confidential advice on financial matters the
Bank can bring two centuries' experience
of Service finance to the solution of his
particular problems.

Tne Buffs
Cold and Enamel
£7.2.6

Here is illustrated the badge
of your Unit,
fashioned into a brooch, and
produced in gold and enamel,
if desired, these very attractive
brooches can be set with
diamonds or other precious stones
for which designs and estimates
aire submitted without charge.
Great care is taken to ensure
correctness of detail, and expert
workmanship is assured.

LLOYDS BANK

GARRARD & CO. LTD.

LIMITED

Crowti Jewellers

Cox's and King's Branch

formerly THE GOLDSMITHS &

Officially appointed Agents to the Army and Royal Air Force

SILVERSMITHS COMPANY LTD.
112 REGENT STREET  LONDON  W.i
fEIErHONE: REGENT 3021
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Beneath Bell Harry
N keeping with past
years, Canterbury
Cricket Week was
again a great success,
and visitors to both the
Cricket Week Club Tent
and Mess were many.
Brigadier Craddock and
Major Tomlinson, too,
were
both
welcome
guests.

I

The climax of the
week was the County
Ball, held in the New
Barracks, which proved
an unqualified success.
An enterprising Committee, with Major Dendy
as Chairman, were responsible for fresh ideas.
The decor of the ballroom in black and white
was carried out from the design advised by an
expert from London. The ' Bandstand and
Tombola stand and various improvisations were
built by Major Watts' pioneer staff, whose efforts
were untiring. Much of the transformation of
the walls was effected personally by Mrs. Dendy,
whose scissors worked many hours of overtime.
Following the Ball came the Remembrance
Sunday Parade mentioned elsewhere in this
issue, which again produced a packed con
gregation and many people were left outside the
Cathedral.
This month we say farewell to Bill Iliffe, who
has spent just over two years as Depot Adjutant.
To him we wish ton voyage on his journey out
to Malaya to join Colonel J. Atkinson in the
2 Malay Regiment. His successor, John Grugeon,
we welcome into the "chair" and trust his stay
may be as long and successful as his predecessor.
In the field of sport the Swimming team won
fresh laurels by winning the Home Counties
District Water Polo Cup, the Thanet Grand
Challenge Cup, beating R.A.F. Manston, R.A.F.
Sandwich and Royal Marines, Deal. In the Kent
County invitation relay the team were second,
the winners being Folkestone Swimming Club.
These successes were due largely to the efforts of
Cpls. Boucher and Burton, L/Cpls. Woodward
and Downton and Ptes. Hubbard and Martin.
We welcome 2/Lieut. Lea from R.M.A.,
2/Lieut. Wright (soon to join the 1st Battalion)
from Eaton Hall, and 2/Lieut. Ashby (now
returned from 4 K.A.R.).

W.O.'S AND SERGEANTS' MESS
Canterbury Cricket Week, the County Cricket Week
Ball and Remembrance Sunday are once again events of
the past, and whilst providing some of us with plenty of
work, gave us a certain amount of pleasure.
Remembrance Sunday went off very well, even the
weather behaved itself for this very important occasion,
which made all the difference. Sgts. Phillips and Dean
carried out the duties of the Sergeants in full dress, both
at the County Ball and in the Cathedral, their turnout
and bearing being excellent. C/Sgt. Day and Sgt. Raines
were the bar stewards at the Reunion at the Barracks,
whilst C.S.M. Diamond and C/Sgt. Webb shouted odds
at Horse Racing.
It was grand to see so many of the boys of the Old
Brigade once again, and many were the tales told, but most
regretfully we of the present were unable to do more than
a casual greeting as we were all on some duty or other,
but never mind, it's all for their enjoyment and we have
our turn to come. Tim Pilcher was amazed to find that
the R.S.M. was still alive, as he was heard to say, "The
last time 1 saw him was at 'Oudenarde' and seriously
wounded", which goes to prove that old soldiers never die.
Various members of the Mess have been seen recently
getting some weapon training in on the sly, ready for the
Annual Course. Sgt. Laker has been excused his, as he
claims he shot two hares recently when the local farmer
was cutting the corn; how the sun shines for the favoured.
The Mess was well represented in the Depot teams at
the Home Counties Rifle Meeting, the results of which
will appear no doubt elsewhere.
There has not been a lot of movement of members
passing through during the month. R.S.M. Faulkner
appeared and promptly proceeded on leave, C/Sgt.
Forster is still with us, C/Sgt. Belcher has joined us from
Depot East Surreys.
The annual battle for the "Ashes" takes place on 8th
September at Maidstone, and we hope that this time we
shall bring them back; still, more about that in our next
issue.
Mr. Hayncs, our very good friend, has had his second
operation and we are pleased to record, is doing nicely
and may it be soon that we shall see him again.
*

*

*

CORPORALS' MESS
It must be a very long time since the Corporals' Mess
has been privileged to publish its own notes in The Dragon.
But alas, the privilege ours, we have nothing of great
importance to record. The weekly routine still goes on
and at time of writing, all members are eagerly awaiting
Saturday, September 4th, when the Mess has arranged,
by kind permission of the C.O., an outing to Southend.
Varied have been the suggestions as how best to spend our
time at this famous resort; everybody intends to enjoy
himself to the utmost and fervently hopes for a fine day.
Members of the Mess were prominent during Remem
brance Sunday Festivities held in the afternoon of August
8th and several have been reengaged for the Garrison
Fete, in aid of the Garrison Church, on September 2nd,
to be opened by Mrs. V. Boucher.
The Television has had little rest during the Summer
months owing to the appalling weather and many pleasant
evenings have been spent viewing. With Autumn only a
month away more serious will be the demand for front
seats. At the present time the Mess has 24 members.
Congratulations to Cpl. Callender and L/Cpl. Howe on
their recent promotions. We welcome exFusilier Wood
continued on p. 265
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welcome. After his wretched luck in Kenya we
are particularly glad to be able to congratulate
him and Mrs. Blaxland on the birth of a son.

1st Battalion

A;

T last it appears certain
that our present no
madic existence is to end
and we are to settle down
again to respectable soldier
ing in Europe. The probable
date of our move is 13th
December and we go by sea,
which means of course that
Christmas and the New Year
will be spent on board. The
Advance Party, however, ar
rive in England on the 5th
December and so will be
home for Christmas. To these
statements we must add—
like our Bankers—"E and OE", for the inevitable
crop of rumours have risen like weeds to choke
the truth. The writer's own opinion is that the
accuracy of these dates is somewhere between
that of an official "guesstimate" and a movement
order. If all goes well, therefore, we should
arrive in England early in January.
We have regretfully said goodbye this month
to 2/Lieuts. Bill Finn and Tim Perkins. We shall
all miss the former's sure sense of humour which
enlivened many a tiresome moment in the forest
or the native reserve. The latter has spent nearly
all his time with "A" Company at the "sharp
end", and the fact that we have seen him so
seldom at Battalion H.Q. shows how thoroughly
he has done his duty and how much he will be
missed by his Company. We wish them both
good luck and hope to see them again at Regi
mental reunions. Captain Harold Gatehouse has
joined us and is now SecondinCommand of
"A" Company. We are very pleased to welcome
him back to the Regiment and to hear his report
on his brother's improvement.
Early this month we were visited by the
CommanderinChief, General Sir George
Erskine. We are delighted to be under his com
mand, having already served under him in
HongKong in 1947, in Eastern Command
(during the floods), and in the Canal Zone when
he was CommanderinChief Middle East Land
Forces. It must surely be unique in peacetime
for a Regiment to serve under the same Com
mader in four different countries and in three
different continents all within six years.
Major Gregory Blaxland is now in Wingfield
Hospital, Oxford; any visitors will be very

The Battalion left its camp in the European
settled area this month and returned to what we
consider our proper role of eliminating Mau Mau
in the forest and native reserve. The move was
complicated by the fact that we left behind the
"blunt end" (sometimes called the "Adminis
trative tail") and by the comings and goings of
various officers on leave. The Commanding
Officer demonstrated a mixture of inspired
prophecy and sound tactical judgment by having
arranged to go on leave the day before the move.
We thus have Major Ernest Edlmann again
commanding the Battalion, which is once more
split into Company Locations. A modern touch
has been added to primitive living conditions
by the provision of "prefabs". These are not
bungalows but washhouses, . kitchens, etc.,
made of wood and corrugated metal bolted
together. The first demonstration model, put up
by the Public Works Dept., was found to be
nailed together and therefore immobile. After
protest, bolts were substituted for the nails, but
this time the whole thing was cemented to the
ground. After we have overcome the various
difficulties connected with them, they should
prove of great value. Of the 36 Officers who
originally arrived with the Battalion in Kenya,
only 9 now remain and very few of the original
National Service other ranks; Operation
"Gladiator", in forest and reserve, will therefore
be new to several of our number.
Elsewhere in this issue will be found an
account, by Cpl. Powell of "A" Company, of an
ascent of Kilimanjaro. The Party consisted of
Lieut. Roger Pilcher, Cpls. Powell and Barnden,
L/Cpl. Burvill and Ptes. Hollands, Pollard and
Cohen. We congratulate all seven of them on a
most enterprising feat. Though not the top of
the world, the peak of Kilimanjaro is neverthe
less the top of Africa, and not many soldiers can
claim to have been there.
Early in August an Officers' Day was held and,
in view of our impending return to modern
soldiering, the atom bomb and its effects were
studied. Captain David Barrett gave an excellent
lecture on Arnhem and we thus had the oppor
tunity to compare and consider the past with the
future. The proceedings were interrupted at one
stage by the intrusion of a rhinoceros. Close
inspection of this animal (which was inevitable)
revealed that it had six legs, a variety of human
voices, and a smart and Bufflike appearance.
Captain Christopher Griffin at least can now
claim some sort of forest experience.
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"A" Company held a Baraza on 1st August,
which was much appreciated. Details are given
in the Company Notes. Other matters of interest
are the rhinoceros (genuine indigenous variety
this time) seen by Mrs. Grace and Mrs. Edlmann
at the top of Mt. Donya Sabouk (7,000 ft.) and
the party given to the Nursing Sisters of the
British Military Hospital. This latter consisted
of an excursion through the forest—indeed right
over the Aberdare Mountains^and back via the
Rift Valley. The ladies fired a variety of weapons
(including submachine guns) into the forest.
On this the writer, who is a married man,
declines to comment. The ladies seemed to enjoy
themselves and the escort undoubtedly did.
All of us now look forward eagerly to the New
Year.
SERGEANTS' MESS
This month has been one of moving around and the
numbers in the Main Mess are very small, as all the
Companies are now out on detachment.
We welcome back Sgt. Anderson from his M.M.G.
Course and a spot of leave. We must congratulate him on
obtaining a "B"; well done.
Sgt. Noy has left us to go to the M.P.S.C. at Gil Gil.
Sgt. Lyons has gone to the East African Training Centre,
to learn all about the 3in. Mortar.
New members to the Mess are Sgts. Austin and Knight,
our R.E.M.E. Armourer and Fitter. We congratulate
them both on their promotion and welcome them into the
Mess.
Sgt. (Clipper) Thurley, our Caterer, has arrived back
from his leave in the U.K. looking very fit; we also saw
the return of C.S.M.s Sharman and CliftonSprigg from
the U.K. at the weekend.
Sgt. Smissen keeps a sharp lookout on the Dart Board
and can often be heard to shout "Box", for those un
fortunate members who fail to score eleven or under.
Tombola still retains its popularity and the R.S.M. is
occasionally heard to say, "That will do", but he still
has to go a long way to catch up with C.S.M. Mittleton.
We close these notes with our best wishes to all old
members of the Mess, wherever they may be.
"A" COMPANY
As these notes are being written the Company lines
are being dismantled for yet another move; from the
European settled area of coffee and sisal estates at Ithanga
Hills near Thika we are moving to the Embu reserve south
of Mount Kenya. Our stay here for the past twelve weeks
has been very pleasant and most of the Company has
benefited in one way or another from the hospitality of the
local settlers.
The job we had to do, namely, establishing Home
Guard posts and organising the concentration of labour
on estates, fell mainly on the shoulders of the officers,
N.C.O.s and certain selected men. It called for a lot of
tact and patience as not all settlers wanted Home Guard
posts on their estates, neither were they all keen to re
organise their labour into secure concentrations. Graham
Turner, who was responsible for the latter task in con
junction with the Labour Officer of the Administration,

has worn out more tyres and engines travelling many
thousands of miles over our large Company area, than
many a subaltern has done during his whole National
Service. It did not take them long to learn how to plan
their routes so they arrived at the most hospitable settler
about lunchtime!
On Sunday, 1st August, we held a Baraza to boost
morale of the Home Guard. The Home Guard of the
six posts in the Company area took part in a parade
before the District Commissioner which was followed by
a variety of competitions during the rest of the morning.
The Wakamba H.G. particularly enjoyed the archery
competition since the bow and arrow is the natural weapon
of this tribe. The Wakamba are famous for the potent
poisons with which they treat their arrows; luckily they
are also good shots so the risk to the spectators was not
too great. During the morning four Harvard planes of
1340 Flight, R.A.F., gave a thrilling display of formation
flying and aerobatics. The 2,000 odd African spectators
and 80 European settlers appeared thoroughly to enjoy
this. We in the Company had been forewarned, as the
pilots had previously visited us to plan their demonstra
tion and flew over the camp before returning to Nairobi;
during a dive they cut in half a bamboo aerial pole; we
were all flat on the ground except for Cpl. Christian who
was furiously waving his fist at the departing aircraft.
Still, the culprit did courteously return in the afternoon
to drop a message of apology and offer to pay for a new
pole!
The settlers were entertained to a buffet lunch and the
Regimental Band provided some very pleasant lunch
time music. In the afternoon there was an impressive
display of fire power of Company weapons, 3in. Mortars
and M.M.G.s ably arranged by Lieut. Ian Minto, O.C.
Mortar Platoon. The Harvard aircraft then returned to
bomb and strafe the target area and finally a Lincoln
flew past over the heads of the spectators. Some of the
African spectators were heard to say, "How can the Mau
Mau survive through all that." After a first class display
by the Regimental Band, prizes were presented by Mrs.
Christine Grace to the Home Guard winners of the various
competitions. A great deal of hard work was put into
organising the day by all ranks which was well justified
by the success of the day; one officer (O. i/c buffet) nearly
went "round the bend" when previously told that the
publicity of the event in the local newspaper would
probably draw a few hundred European spectators from
Nairobi all of whom would want lunch!
Some weeks ago Lieut. Roger Pilcher and Cpl. Powell
were seen to be particularly interested in a book called
No Picnic on Mount Kenya, a story of three Italian P.O.W.s
who broke camp to climb the mountain and then return
to captivity. Next came a request for a week's leave and
permission to climb Mount Kenya, the party to be joined
by Cpl. Barnden, L/Cpl. Burvill, L/Cpl. Cullen, Ptes.
Pollard, Hollands and Cohen. Unfortunately clearance
could not be given owing to operations in progress in the
area, but neither Roger Pilcher nor the others were to be
put off; they wanted to climb a mountain and climb a
mountain they would. Arrangements and plans were
quickly changed and the party set off with rucksacks
filled to the brim with clothes and rations for Mount
Kilimanjaro. The story of their climb is appearing in a
.separate article so all we will say here is very hearty
congratulations to Roger Pilcher and Cpl. Powell for
being the only two of the party to reach the summit of
Kilimanjaro.
Lieut. Roger Pilcher has left the Company to start a
new phase in his career; he is going on an AntiTank
course at Netheravon in preparation of forming the
AntiTank Platoon when the Battalion returns home.
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We are all very grateful to him for all he has done for the
Company and we wish him the very best of good luck.
Other departures are 2/Lieut. Tim Perkins, Pte. Baggett
and Pte. Simpson who have left us for civvy street on
completion of their National Service; we wish them
also the very best of good luck in their future.
We welcome Capt. Harold Gatehouse, who has joined
the Company as SecondinCommand and we are very
pleased to have him with us. We cannot offer attractions
up to the standard of gay Vienna from where he has
come, still we can offer lots of other excitements!
Finally we welcome Ptes. Bull, Cranfield, Fruish,
Harmes, Palmer, Eaton, Hebditch, Quaintance and
Westwood who recently joined the Company from U.K.
and hope they will soon feel at home and help to carry
on the good name of the Company.
*

*

*

"B" COMPANY
When the last notes were being written we were just
preparing to move to the Western side of the Aberdares,
to Njabini. Including that move in the past month we
have moved three times, going back from Njabini to
Thika, and from there, after only a short stay, on to our
present location here at Kianjege.
On our arrival at Njabini we heard a lot of stories about
the cunning of the Mau Mau in the area round the
Kinangop, a large feature that can really be classified as
a mountain. I think that most of us who had been in the
forest before, either at Kabage or Kiandongoro, thought
that we knew a lot about the ways of the Mau Mau in
the forests, and our life there would be fairly easy.
However it became apparent as soon as we started
patrolling that even the most skilful amongst us were going
to have to start learning afresh. It was not that we had
changed, but that the gangs in the area were working
to a remarkably clever system, and were much more
cunning and careful than any other gangs we have ever
met. The net result was that though one or two patrols
caught glimpses of fleeing terrorists that was as far as our
success went.
One patrol, however, must be mentioned. Why noone
was hurt was entirely a matter of good luck and bad
shooting on the part of Mau Mau. Sgt. Histed had taken
out a fourday patrol, and had only been walking for about
ten minutes in the forest when he came across a large
open marsh. There in front of the patrol, about three
hundred yards away, was a gang of about ten, walking
straight towards them. The patrol got down on to the
ground, and Sgt. Histed was just focussing his binoculars
on the gang, when Pte. Walker shouted out "Behind you".
The patrol turned round immediately and was met by a
fusilade from another gang of about ten, which had come
to distance of about thirty yards behind them. Before the
patrol could even take a reasonable aim the gang was
away, and had split up leaving no tracks. And when the
patrol turned round to look for the other gang there
was no sign of them either.
This small episode is worthy of note for two reasons.
Firstly it shows how easily one can be surprised and how
close one can be to a gang without detecting it, and
secondly because to our knowledge no similar incident
has occurred before.
When we went to Njabini 2/Lieut. Cross left us in order
to learn to be a "Forest Sherlock Holmes", before com
manding the Battalion Combat Team. The rest of the
team will also come from the Company and consists at
present of Sgt. Page, Cpl. Williams, L/Cpls. Daw and
Mansell, and Ptes. Carter and Porter. A number of others
volunteered, but had to be turned down because numbers
are limited. When 2/Lieut. Cross left us 2/Lieut. Simon
FreebairnSmith took over command of No. 4 Platoon.

Here at Kianjege we have already started operations in
the Reserve. Each Platoon has been given part of the
Company area as its own, to look after, and these areas
include at least one village for each platoon. At present
patrols are going out every day in order to learn about
the district. At night also there is an ambush party
leaving from here for each of the three areas. The problem
we are faced with at the moment is getting the information
from the villagers of the local gangs' whereabouts and of
gangs passing through. As soon as this information starts
coming in we should meet with great success.
There are many sights around the camp which are now
becoming quite familiar. In brief these are: the Company
Commander coming in from Recces and "O" groups
carrying either or both guinea fowl and duck; Sgt.
Histed clambering over the roof of the Sergeants' Mess
(of the Native mud hut type) busy, in his spare moments,
building a chimney; Lieut. John Davison and C/Sgt.
Newman tapping furiously away at typewriters in their
tent, for no apparent reason; and of course Pte. Gore!
To mention all those who have either joined or left us
during the past month would, unfortunately, take up too
much space. To the new draft we do sincerely extend a
most warm welcome and hope, as much as they do,
that their month or so of training under Sgt. Spiers will
go quick by so that they can help us bear the burden of
Operations. To those who have left us we apologise for
not having persuaded them to sign on but at the same
time wishing them the best of luck in Civilian life.
We all dream of Christmas; whether it is going to be
white or not we really could not care.
sltr
*
*
"C" COMPANY
The fickle whim of fortune, ever at hand to upset a
soldier's plans, has proved our forecast in last month's
Dragon notes to be wrong again. Hardly were those
notes completed and a suitable Company base found in
the mountain forests of Mt. Kenya, when the Com
manding Officer was informed, to his disgust, that his
forest Company could not occupy its site as planned, as
once again the boundaries had been revised! The Com
manding Officer was no more irate than the Company
Commander when the news was passed to him, and
flying recces of alternative positions had to take place
within the hour.
Happily, however, a most excellent site was found,
thanks to the Company Commander's unerring instinct
for grassy meadows surrounded by trees, with flowing
streams close at hand. Apart from the antics of the
Safari ant—a particularly exploring one was located by
the Company Commander in a most embarrassing place,
necessitating the immediate lowering of slacks, olive
green (alas 2/Lieut. Lunn's camera was not quite quick
enough!)—all went well and the recce was a success.
Thereafter great plans were made to ensure that the new
site was as nearly comfortable as our coffee estate at
Makuyu had been. There were, of course, no brick
buildings, but the staff had meanwhile decided that
companies on detachment were to be provided with
prefabricated tanks, piping, showers (none for the Officers,
of course), latrines and cookhouses, to be put up by
themselves to ameliorate the discomforts of living au
naturel. Our plans failed in some cases to materialise,
due to a sudden failure to provide promised replacements
of tents; and the poor, torn, ant eaten and decrepit
I.P.P.s which had served us so well for 18 months through
tropic sun, torrential rain and the antics of the fauna of
Kenya, and which were on their last legs (some had
virtually no legs left at all), had to accompany us to
Kiamena, now known as Camp Boucher.

[263]

THE DRAGON
A copious advance party under 2/Lieut. Lunn and a
"Special prefabricated structure erection and plumbing
party" (All from No. 7 Platoon) under 2/Lieut. Parker,
were despatched to Kiamena to prepare the ground for
the rest of us, some seven days before we moved. Mean
while an ardent Company Staff behind arranged an
almost continuous supply of special items, such as bricks,
stones, wood, extra piping and some 3,000 nails, to keep
them occupied. The Company Commander is now a
plumber first class, knowing intimately the principles of
hydraulics as applied to water heating systems, the
mysteries of bends, nipples, brushes, reducing sockets,
and other articles of plumbing paraphernalia. No praise
could be too high for Messrs. Lunn and Parker and their
satellites whose industry and initiative produced a mag
nificent sight as the main body arrived, somewhat shakily,
in 30x 3tonners, R.A.S.C., having driven through twofeet
of mud for 20 miles. Prefabs everywhere to delight the
eye, the most superb Officers' bathhouse and drying
room, made entirely from spare material and with running
h. & c. and a bath gleaming with white paint, whose
origin is a matter of continued speculation.
So we arrived. Alas, water and the pumps which raise
it from its source are temperamental things as we found
out to our cost, and it was not until we had been ensconsed
for a week that water really flowed like champagne (or,
as we are reliably informed, champagne will flow at
Major Collins' wedding when we return to England—
congratulations, O.C. "D" Company, we've waited long
enough for such a handsome officer, and so dashing, to
do his stuff).
Now, however, our teething troubles are over and even
the almost perpetual mist at this time of year (the dry
season according to the local pundits!!) and damp cannot
eradicate the comfort of Camp Boucher, or lessen the
knowledge that the other Companies, dirty and waterless,
look at our setting with eyes green with envy.
Even Lieut. Dracopoli's cats arrived almost intact and
that bloated Casanova, Pussyman, and his beguilingly
chastelooking wife, Sandy, sit, with their three children,
offensively precocious, due possibly to a diet of cream and
fresh steak, gambolling around them. Only poor Persse,
the rejected suitor to Sandy, failed to make the grade
and has been officially listed as missing, believed killed.
Our stock of highly irregular pets has now been augmented
by several souvenirs of Makuyu, white rabbits and a
gaggle, or whatever it is, of monkeys led by the C.Q.M.S.'s
Nougal, a surprisingly cheerful animal considering how
mercilessly she is bullied by Lieut. Dracopoli and Sandy.
Though in the N.D.I.A. division of the Embu native
reserve on the southern slopes of Mt. Kenya, we are all
delighted that our role should still be primarily operations
in the forest. The Company Commander has already
been up to 10,000 ft. via a newly built sapper jungle road
and returned with a genuine piece of 10,000 ft. Mt. Kenya
bamboo and prophesies that the "bundoo" is even
thicker there than in the Aberdares. 2/Lieut. Lunn and
No. 9 Platoon have already spent four days in the forest
fringe and have increased our bag by one terrorist and
two cows, two out of some 20 odd being driven to a
terrorist hideout by a gang before dawn; this is the first
kill by the Battalion in this new operation. No. 8 Platoon,
who are off into the jungle tomorrow, took part in a short
notice operation in our bit of the reserve which resulted
in two of a gang of about 20 being killed, by men of the
Embu Guard Combat Unit, a unit under our command
for "Gladiator", as our present operation is called.
Training, patrolling and ambushing are incessant and we
are determined to end Gladiator second to none, as no
doubt we shall." Plans are already being made for mountain
bases at the highest altitudes and for putting into practice

the lessons Major Squire will be able to teach us when he
returns from the Brackenhurst Hotel where we are told
he has been writing (for so long, it seems) his pamphlet
embodying the lessons learnt by his "jungle doctrine"
team during their three weeks in the Aberdares last month.
No one can but feel glad of the operational change
from our settled area role at Makuyu to proper operations
in Embu. Our battle in the settled area was harder in
many respects and the results certainly less satisfying and
less spectacular. Though "C" Company planned, built
and trained twice as many H.G. Posts and concentrated
the labour on many more farms than any other companies
and received nice messages of thanks, it was not our
proper role. We nevertheless leave with a sense of duty
well done and glad that it is done.
We have had quite a few departures this month, notably
"Goat" Williams and Larry Wildish who have left those
two most important posts, the ration store and canteen
respectively, and whose jobs have been taken by Pte.
Sedgewick and L/Cpl. McFarlane. We wish the former
the best of luck in civilian life and all those others who
left in the last month: and, by the same token welcome
alL those of the two new drafts who have arrived to re
inforce us from England. We congratulate Cpl. Wagstaff
on his new found 2nd Class Certificate of Education and
hope that, when Sgt. Harris returns to us, he will have
made it a double event.
And last, but not least, we hope that our C.S.M. will
have returned from his six weeks' leave in U.K. within
six months—some of us at least know how to flannel it.
Till next month we wish you, dear reader, a bamboo
farewell.
*

*

*

"D" COMPANY
Once again, as has been so frequent in the last 18
months, these notes are written in a new location. Once
again we have suffered the heartrending business of
pulling down the tents, filling in the drainage channels,
and out of seemingly chaos, producing order and comfort
afresh.
Our final month in Thika produced no startling excite
ments; we carried on with the rather unspectacular task
of training the Home Guard, with one or two Battalion
Operations thrown in every now and then. The Mortars
and M.G. Platoons trained their reinforcements, and they
are both now capable of using their weapons with effect.
At last, in the middle of August, we started our move.
A move complicated greatly by the addition to the
Company Stores of ten 3ton loads of prefabricated
structures and duckboards. However much we may
appreciate them in the future, they caused a lot of bad
tempers at the time of issue.
The new camp is a patch of grass on the Forest fringe
south of Mt. Kenya. This will undoubtedly be very
pleasant in fine weather, but for the present we appear to
be perpetually in the clouds. But it is good training for
the fog that we will again become used to on our return
to Dover.
No. 12 Platoon formed the advance party, and credit
is due to them that the camp was virtually ready when the
Company arrived two days later. The Mortar Platoon
arrived four days after the main body, having been left
behind at Thika to give a demonstration to the Common,
wealth Parliamentary Delegates and the visiting I.D.C.
Officers on patrolling and local operations. The demon
strations were a great success, although Lieut. Minto
was rather appalled by the ignorance of some of the
Parliamentarians who expressed surprise to find that there
were any British troops in Kenya at all.
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In our new camp the Company has grown to an un
precedented size. We have attached to us the three
Brigade Combat teams. This formidable title means a
group of a dozen or so men and two dogs who are trained
at tracking and are equipped with some very fancy
weapons. We are proud to say that the Buffs team under
2/Lieut. Cross scored the first kill in their first 24 hours
in the forest.
We expect to be here for about two months, and during
this time the Mortars and M.M.G.s will be training
further reinforcements. The first M.M.G. Cadre finished
a week ago and we congratulate them on their 100%
success in passing their T.O.E.T.
MajorCollins leaves us shortly to go on leave for ten
days; we hope he enjoys himself. It will certainly give
him a respite from the long drives back to camp in the
early hours of the morning.
We welcome Sgt. Anderson to the Company; he is
in the process of taking over as M.M.G. Platoon Sergeant.
We congratulate 2/Lieut. Edgecombe on being selected
to play for the East African Rugby Football team. He is
now touring Rhodesia with them. We also welcome to
the Company the 20 men who have joined us in the last
month.

Past and Present
Association
Associate Life Members
AUGUST 1ST TO AUGUST 31ST
H.Q. Roll.—Campbell, J. P.

Annual Members
AUGUST 1ST TO AUGUST 31ST

H.Q. Roll.—Wright, 2/Lt. R. P.
Ashford.—Milton, James.
Hythe.—Bull, R. G.

Donations—Benevolent Fund

Beneath Bell Harry—continuedfrom p. 260
into our midst, and also the Regiment, after a brief taste
of civilian life and we say farewell, temporarily we hope,
to L/Cpl. Courtney on his posting to O.C.S., Eaton Hall.
In the next issue we hope to report upon a successful
outing to the sea and to relate something more of our
activities in the Mess.
*

*

Mrs. Guy Lee
Lady Luxmore
Miss F. Harley
1st Battalion
Remembrance Day: Cathedral Collection
Sergeants' Mess

£
5
5
1
35
51
13

s.
5
5
1
0
17
6

d.
0
0
1
0
8
8

*

No. 1 COMPANY
In spite of the rain, cricket, more rain, swimming, rain,
practice for the annual range course and still more rain,
Talavera Platoon completed training and has left us for
duty with the 1st Battalion, whilst 20 of their number
left to join the Royal Sussex.
Cpl. Wood is a welcome addition to the Company,
after a short interlude as a civilian. L/Cpl. Connington
has also joined us from the Military Police. We hope
they will enjoy the late summer we are all expecting.
Congratulations to Cpl. Callender on his promotion,
also to L/Cpl. Howe, Cpl. Bailey, L/Cpl. Lucas and
L/Cpl. Woodward.
Cpls. Boucher and Burton assisted by L/Cpl. Woodward
won several cups, medals and prizes with the Depot
swimming team including books on gardening and joints
of meat, odd as they are not married. We wonder where
the meat was cooked.
Cpls. Parker and Batchelor have been selected to attend
the next course at The School of Infantry Small Arms 
Wing ahd can be seen suitably laden with pamphlets and
wearing the approved worried look whenever guards or
duties are mentioned.
Sgt. Stokes is devoting his "Spare Time" to the Cadets
Corps of Drums; we hope he is enjoying it.
Congratulations to L/Cpl. Myneer who has been
selected to play football for Faversham this season.
Sgt. Perry continues to thrill the Mothers and Fathers
with his impersonation of Phillip Harbin and the cook
house is still the most popular feature of the passing out
parades.
Next month we hope to have produced a fresh crop of
crossed rifles as we are just going to fire the annual course.
The rumour that Sgt. Laker and Pte. Bassett are going to
firfe is completely untrue.

Grants
The total grants from the Benevolent Fund and the
World War 1939 Charitable Fund during the month of
August, 1954, are as follows:—
£ s. d.
Benevolent Fund
27 1 8
World War Charitable Fund
... 46 1 6

Ashford Branch
Ladies Guild
The monthly meeting of the Guild for August
took place at 1 North View, Ruckinge, by land
invitation of Mrs. Beeching. It was a beautiful
afternoon and members enjoyed the Country
drive. Tea was given and served by Mrs.
Beeching, who had also arranged d gufessing
competition. The Chairman expressed the sincere
thanks of all to Mrs. Beeching who, in replyihg,
invited the Branch for the August meeting 1955 ! !
On September 1st the members joined in a
coach tour to Rye. A brief stop was ma.de at
Brookland, and then on to Rye for tea, returning
home via Appledore and Tenterden.
No business was discussed, but a reminder was
given of the Annual General Meeting in October.
E.P.

[265]

THE

DRAGON

London Branch
The monthly meeting was held at the Prince
Alfred Restaurant, Tufton Street, Westminster,
on Saturday, 21st August, 1954, with Mr. R.
Billings in the Chair.
The Secretary read the Minutes of the last
meeting, which were acoepted and signed.
CORRESPONDENCE was read, which included
letters from our President, Major Enright, Col.
Argles, and also Mr. A. E. Grant, whose wonder
ful offer towards a Branch standard was really
appreciated by all members.
The business of the Branch centred round the
future of the Book of Remembrance, the Stan
dard for the Branch, and our trip to Canterbury.
Taking them in rotation, it was proposed to
have a page of the Book turned once a week
by one of our Wardens, who will be on duty;
also to hold a yearly Service on the Sunday
nearest the date on which the Lectern was placed
in the Royal Chapel. This was agreed.
The Branch Standard was now the main topic
of the members. After having been given such
a grand start with the generous offer of Mr. A. E.
Grant, we set about ways of getting the remainder
of the funds needed, and if I seem to be over
elaborate in my praise for the way the London
Branch members get down to tackling any cash
needed, well, forgive me, but it really makes one
so proud to be in such company as these members,
old and young. Jock Clayton started the ball
rolling with one pound. The collection amounted
to £2 17s. Od. when Mr. Lewis made up the
remainder. Our Standard is now ordered.
Gentlemen, thank you.
The next was our visit to Canterbury on
August 8th, to which all members paid a tribute
to a grand show, and wish to thank all concerned
for their great effort.
We were all very pleased to see the return of
Jock Clayton, loolang very fit. Also Mr. Priest,
making steady progress. Looking round the room
we saw, returned from their holidays, Messrs.
Cotton and Cobb. Hallo! Who is that with
them? Mr. Everitt, after his illness. Welcome
back, sir, and let's hope you keep looking as fit
for years to come. Also in attendance were
Billy Budd, Mr. Eddie Gould, Willetts, Charlie
Wenham and George Bardwick. It's nice to meet
these grand folk if only once a month.
A new member to be introduced for the first
time is an old member, a Chelsea Pensioner.
His name, Pte. Minter, who told us a bit of
history of his soldiering days great to listen to.
A grand chap; hope we see him many times.

Now about another grand old Buff, Polly
Pullings, whose birthday has just been celebrated
in the Mess at Chelsea. He was presented with a
silver cup inscribed from the Warrant Officers
of the Mess wishing him all the best of health,
and always pleased to have his presence in their
Mess. How old is he? 80 years—joined 1889.
Polly, from all members of the London Branch,
the very best of health to you.
A very interesting meeting came to a close
with no punches pulled. The ladies were asked
up, and a good time was had by all.
H.J.S.
*

*

*

Ladies Guild
A meeting was held at the Prince Alfred
Restaurant, Tufton Street, W.I, on Saturday,
September 4th. Mrs. Coley in the Chair.
The Minutes of the previous meeting were
read and signed.
REGRETS were received from Mrs. Odell, Mrs.
Taylor, Mrs. Tucker and Mrs. Yapp.
CORRESPONDENCE

Enright.

was

read

from

Major

WELCOME.—We were very pleased to see Mrs.
Austen with us again.
SICK MEMBERS.—Our very best wishes to little
Jane Yapp and Jimmy Watts, both of whom are
in hospital. The Chairman thanked all those
who had written, and conveyed good wishes to
her during her recent accident.
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY.—All members agreed
that it was a most enjoyable day, and it was
decided to send a letter of thanks to Mr. Ricketts *
for arranging the trip.
GARRISON CHURCH APPEAL.—Members pro
posed that a cheque for £2 2s. Od. be forwarded
for this.
LONDON BRANCH DINNER.—All members were
again reminded of this and Mr. Collins gave
details of this during the evening.
RAFFLES were given by Mesdames Austen,
Cobb, Hawkins, Waters, Love, Cousens and a
member. These realised £1 9s. lid. Many
thanks, ladies.
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This being all, the meeting closed.
M.J.D.
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Dover Branch

Medway Branch

The monthly meeting was held at the Eagle
Hotel on Thursday, September 2nd, 1954. In
the absence of Capt. E. Marsh, M.B.E. (we are
expecting a good excuse, Ted!) the Chair was
taken by Mr. Jack Deal, who very ably conducted
the meeting. The attendance was not up to the
previous standard, only thirteen members being
present.

And so another Annual Memorial Sunday has
passed, a day which was blessed with fine weather
and good fellowship. So far as this branch was
concerned the seating arrangements in the Cathe
dral were excellent and so there was nothing to
detract from the impressive ceremony and, to
me, the impressive building. The band of our
sister county regiment, the Q.O. Royal West
Kent Regiment, was as good as a band could
be, and, whatever other thoughts may have been
passing through the minds of the members of the
congregation, the beautiful rendition of the
"Last Post" and "Reveille" must certainly have
caused all to remember the real reason for our
meeting together. At the time of writing these
notes the August Dragon had not arrived, but
I feel sure that therein will be found mention of
the performance of the band—perhaps, however,
should a member of the Q.O.R.W.K.'s see this
issue of our journal, he will realise that not only
the "Staff" but the ordinary members of our
Association appreciate the band's efforts on our
behalf.

There being no business for the Committee,
the Secretary read the Minutes, which were
confirmed and signed by the Chairman.
Correspondence received was read by the
Secretary. From this it was shown that three
Branches had entered for the Fishing Com
petition. It is hoped that more will be forth
coming. With the mention of fishing it was
noticed that our regular scribe, Tom Holloway,
was absent. I understand he is in Grimsby,
where no doubt he will pick up some tips on
fishing.
Branch Detail was at once posted, and I found
myself allocated to his duties.
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY.—All members present
voted that this was the best yet, and sincerely
thank all those who must have worked hard to
make it the success it was.

Our old friend Mr. (Tubby) Noakes then
introduced a newcomer to the Chairman and
members. It was Bob (Cocker) Loram. He
paid his subscription to become a life member.
Well done, Bob. We hope to see you at many
more Branch meetings. He wishes to be remem
bered to all his pals of the 8th and 10th Battalions.
The Branch has again entered the Dover and
Folkestone Rifle League for the coming season.
Members present at the meeting were:—Jack
Deal, Charlie Collins, Harry Saunders, Mog
Hollands, who handed to the Secretary an Iron
Cross he took from the body of a German
Officer during the 191418 War (this is being sent
to the Regimental Museum), Tom Martin, the
old 1st Battalion footballer, Tubby Noakes,
Darkie Ross (never misses a meeting), "Wu"
Martin, Dick Joyner, Darkie Warren, Bluey
Blundell, Charlie Hare and of course yours truly
Jack Abbott, who must take the blame if these
notes are not up to the usual standard, but please
remember he is only the
DEPUTY SCRIBE.

Of all the sights to be seen on that day, I think
the foremost was to be seen outside a refreshment
tent. There sat a bunch of Medwayites (who are
usually otherwise employed on such occasions)
guzzling tea and cakes—it was enough to make
a hop turn white. And, please, no more jokes
about N.A.A.F.I. cakes—the sponge cake was
excellent.
By the way, who, when at the range, was it
that knocked the dust off the lamp shade with a
bullfet?
Our monthly meeting on the 28th August was
the next to last to be held at the Two Brewers,
Rochester. The landlord, Mr. Johnny Taylor,
is taking over the Horse and Groom, and as he
and Mrs. Taylor have always been so considerate
to us, we unanimously decided to follow them,
a move which will be to our advantage, as the
accommodation there is much more roomy
and will be a great asset when we entertain
other Branches. We look forward to continued
happy association with mine host and hostess.
I do not know if they have yet decided who is
to be the Horse and who the Groom. I feel
certain that Mrs. Taylor will say "Neigh" to'
either proposition.
So please remember, Buffs, old and young,
that as and from the last Saturday in October
this Branch will meet at the Horse and Groom
(near the Gaumont Cinema), Rochester.
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The business of our meeting was proceeding
along its usual harmonious lines when open came
the door and in walked our President and his
wife, Mr. and Mrs. Hepworth. The way every
body present automatically stood up and wished
them a good evening must have been heart warm
ing for them. What a kindly and gracious couple
they are, and how wellliked and respected by
all members. Mr. Hepworth has been troubled
in his grounds with wasps this year. He doesn't
mind using fire to exterminate them, but there
is a limit to that cure, the last attack was in the
roof of his house.
The Branch has again elected Mr. W. G.
Stewart as its representative at the Annual
General Meeting, his companion this year being
Mr. Pardew, M.M. Our Chairman, Mr. F. Cox,
is also going to attend.
This year Medway Branch is making history.
We are entering a team in the Association
Fishing Competition for the first time. Mr;
Pardew, M.M., who last year won a prize for his
individual catch, is to captain the team, which
will comprise himself, our Hon. Secretary, Mr.
Brand, and Mr. Tom Jenkins. Our Chairman
tried hard to increase the size of the team, but all
the others present had an excuse of some sort
or the other—the older members mumbled
something about the wrong sort of bait, and the
younger ones something about the wrong sort of
soles! I did not comprehend their meanings, not
being a fisherman myself.
The Burma Star Association, Medway Branch,
is to have its Standard dedicated at Rochester
Cathedral on Sunday, 10th October, and our
Branch has been invited to be present, an invit
ation which we have been pleased to accept.
It is hoped that on some future occasion we shall
be able to arrange to have our own Standard
blessed at a local church.
I very much regret to record the death of Mr.
Edgar Dennis (Darby), who died on the 18th
August last. He was a member of this branch
and made the journey with us to Canterbury
this year. Those serving in Salonika and Greece
with the 2nd Battalion from 1915 to 1918 may
remember him with that Battalion at that time.
We extend our sympathy to his relatives.
I wonder how many old Buffs will remember
F. E. Martin (9346) and F. F. Tucker (9179), who
performed in "H" Company concert party at
Cannanore in 1913. Mr. Tucker is a member of
this Branch and is often at our meetings looking
fit and well. Mr. Martin wrote to us from Man
chester, where he now resides, enclosing a concert
programme in which were such items as "Leicester

Square", "Alice, where art thou?", "Kitty, dear"
and a recitation entitled "Spion Kop". Other
performers, in addition to Martin and Tucker,
who were the prime organisers of the show
and who composed the sketch and opening
choruses, were Mrs. Meynell, Miss Cavalho and
Messrs. Joy, Smith (Sgt.), Knight (heroine),
Weeks, Parsons, Bramble and Neves. I have
included this item as I considered it may be of
interest to some. Many thanks to you, Mr.
Martin, for your kindly and interesting letter—
it is a pleasure to know that The Dragon has been
the means of putting you in touch with your old
friend once again.

*

*



Sittingbourne Branch
Minutes of the 227th Meeting, Past and
Present Association, The Buffs, held at the Drill
Hall, East Street, Sittingbourne, on Friday, 6th
August, 1954. Colonel D. J. Dean, v.c., T.D.,
J.P., presided over this meeting, supported by
Councillor Mount, about 17 members being
present.
MINUTES.—Minutes of the last meeting were
read, and with an addition referring to the
Standard Bearer were accepted as a true record.
It was proposed by Councillor Mount that votes
for Standard Bearer should be done by proxy
so that all members should have a chance to
vote, the member receiving the highest number of
votes would be our regular Bearer and the second
highest to be assistant Bearer. Carried.
INDIVIDUAL DARTS CUP.—This was brought to
the Branch by the Chairman, suitably engraved,
and in addition a silver band has been put round
the base.
CORRESPONDENCE.—A letter was received from
H.Q. by the Secretary referring to the Annual
General Meeting at Canterbury, delegates'
names to be submitted before September 8th.
Another letter, also from H.Q., told of the Inter
Branch Fishing Competition to be held at Dover
in September. A letter was also received from the
Secretary of the London Branch stating that Mr.
Collins had spent a lovely evening at Sitting
bourne Branch and that we had proposed visiting
the London Branch in the near future, preferably
to see a football match first. The Secretary was
asked to write and fix a date.
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ANY OTHER BUSINESS.—Mr. Sinclair then asked
if the time of monthly meetings could be changed
from 7 o'clock to 7.30 p.m.; this might enable
more members to attend. The Chairman said
thdt he saw no reason why we could not revert
back to that time. The Secretary would inform
H.Q. A number of suggestions were then made
regarding entertainment for the Annual
Children's Party. Several names of entertainers
were given and it was decided that all these
people would be contacted. The Secretary then
asked if any member would be willing to act as
Assistant Secretary. It was proposed and carried
that Mr. Grant fill this office. Mr. Cherrison
then invited members to spend a social evening
at 516 Light AckAck Regiment R.A. at the
Drill Hall, Crown Quay Lane on the second
Tuesday in September, the Secretary to make
arrangements. The booby was then drawn and
won this week by Mr. G. Dunk and given by
Mr. Mount. Meeting closed at 8 p.m.

L.J.C.
*

*

*

Ramsgate Branch
The Buffs held their Remembrance Service and
Parade at Canterbury on Sunday, 8th August,
1954. The Service was conducted by the Arch
deacon of Canterbury, and the preacher was the
Chaplain of St. MaryintheCastle, Dover.
Contingents of Buffs Past and Present were in
force on Parade. Thirty members from Rams
gate, including Major A. J. H. Taylor and Mr.
C. F. Fakley, attended the Parade.
Mr. C. F. Fakley, Chairman of the Ramsgate
Branch, laid a wreath oh the memorial, the Book
of Life, followed by Mr. R. Atkins, who laid a
wreath in memory of his son who was killed in
France in 1940.
There was a general reunion in the afternoon
and in the cricket match played, the Past and
Present Branches beat the Present Members of
the Depot.
Ramsgate Branch also won the Shooting
Competition. Dover was second.
Responsible for making the successful event
and trip to Canterbury were Major A. J. H.
Taylor, Messrs. C. F. Fakley, J. Johnson, E.
Castle, E. Stead and the Branch Secretary, Mr.
B. E. Knott.

Margate Branch
Here it is very nearly the end of August:
usually a somewhat sad time, since it means that
we are nearing the end of Summer. Perhaps,
though, the passing of the Summer of 1954 will
not be mourned in the customary fashion—there
have been tears enough. The fact that it is the
end of the month though, brought me up with a
"round turn" as I realised that Dragon notes
should have been despatched ere this.
Remembrance Sunday was, of course, the high
light of the month—this year made memorable
by the appearance on parade of the new Branch
Standards. These have been the subjects of
encomiums, but, as was said, it was as a symbol
of what they stood for that they were to be
honoured.
Although the weather was threatening in the
morning, it cleared so that the events in the
afternoon were enjoyed by all. The cricket
match, the shooting competition, and last but
not least, the race meeting.
Finally, the 1st A.C.F. Battalion The Buffs
beat Retreat very creditably.
The August Branch Meeting was held at the
Hawley Square Drill Hall, but unfortunately
not very many members were able to attend. In
fact, since several members of the Branch are also
Home Guardsmen, they were to be seen quitting
the clubroom, putting in an appearance at a
H.G. meeting (not a parade) held in the same
Drill Hall, and at its conclusion trotting upstairs
again in time for the last minutes of the Past
and Present meeting. Business was principally
concerned with the arrangements for the journey
to Canterbury, the appointment of a Standard
Bearer, and the drill for the latter. There followed
tentative arrangements for the Winter, to be
discussed at the next meeting.
W.E.B.
*





Canterbury Branch
Since our last notes appeared the Annual
Service of Remembrance has taken place and
we offer our congratulations to all those respon
sible for the Reunion arrangements.
The Branch was wellrepresented with a strong
contingent under the command of our President,
Colonel Roscow Reid. During the march to the
Cathedral we noticed a considerable number of
Past and Present Members amongst the
spectators who could have joined the Branch.
Their inclusion may have further increased the
difficulties of the seating stewards inside
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the Cathedral, because the Branch, being the last
marching to the Service, found that the general
public were in occupation of the rear seats in the
centre aisle, which necessitated the Branch
having to find seats where possible and on the
sides with little or no view of the Service—a
disappointment to many.
For the March Past our numbers were in
creased by the inclusion of many old friends
who were either unattached or had met com
rades, of soldiering days, after a number of
years. We were particularly pleased to have with
us Major Bill Hall, late O.R.S. and R.Q.M.S.,
1st Battalion, who has returned South after
many years in Scotland as Staff Captain, High
land District, Perth. Capt. Toby Farrow
"absented himself without leave" from the Lon
don Branch to join us and to be with many old
friends of 1st Battalion days in Turkey, Gibraltar
and subsequent stations. George Mould we were
also glad to see after his knee operation.
The Branch Standard, on parade for the first
time, was carried by Mr. Closier, with Messrs.
Bigg, D.C.M., and Fox as escort, and it was
gratifying to hear the many expressions of
pleasure by old Buffs on seeing the Branch "on
the map" again.
Although we did not win the InterBranch
Shoot, we gave a good account of ourselves,
and had a good performer in the Past cricket team
in the person of "Wobbler" Fox.
Our meetings continue to be wellsupported;
each successive meeting brings new faces in our
midst, two stalwarts coming from Wingham, a
perfect example to the many old Buffs living in
Canterbury who find once a month too great an
effort to come and meet old pals. However, we
at still hoping that the long winter evenings may
bring them out. Major Ernie Chambers, who
has recently retired from the Army Catering
Corps, has joined the Branch and we are happy
to see him and his good lady at our games of
bat and trap. The game is becoming very
popular within the Branch and after our last
meeting two sides of nine met in combat, amongst
them Colonels Rosow Reid, King and Knocker,
all learning the mysteries of this ancient game.
If the present rate of progress continues, the
Branch may consider entering a team in the
local Bat and Trap League.
R.S.M. White, who is a very energetic member
of our Committee, is organising an oldtime
dance in the Depot Gymnasium, on behalf of the
Branch funds. We would like to thank Mr. White
for this nice gesture, also for the many acts of

kindness on his part since the Branch started up.
Everyone will recall the excellent arrangements
made by him for the Darts Finals earlier this year.
Heartiest congratulations are offered to Colonel
G. R. Howe and his Staff for the admirable
display in the Regimental Museum on Remem
brance Day. Despite the enlargement of the
Museum buildings some time ago there is still
insufficient space to house all the exhibits and it
is to be hoped that it may be possible to remedy
this at some future date.
Before closing these notes, and on a sad note,
may we record how much we missed that well
liked old Buff, Tubby Lane. Both he and Mrs.
Lane always had open house each Remembrance
Day entertaining, in their usual hospitable
manner, their many friends in the Regiment.
Tubby was a prime mover in getting the Branch
started and it is tragic to think that after all his
good work, his untimely death should occur
just as the Branch was about to open up.
Despite her great loss, Mrs. Lane made a
supreme effort by attending the parade and the
"At Home" afterwards, and we were delighted
to see her. We offer her our congratulations
fully realising what a strain it must have been
for her to meet and receive condolences from
their many friends.
*

*



Folkestone Branch
Let me start these notes by saying "Many
thanks" to all who helped to make Remembrance
Sunday such a success. The lunch arrangements
surely satisfied even those critics who want
everything just so, whatever the circumstances.
Of course, we were blessed with good weather;
a day made to order, and why not.
My one regret is that more do not turn up.
I know that most of us are getting older—shall
I say faster than we were. But when I see some
of the old friends of Mespot days, I'm not sure
that this is correct. Older, yes, but surely not so
fast! My, but it's good to see them again.
Fred Green, from Eastleigh. I can't think he
has missed yet; and his brother Frank of
Corsican days. Jack Cozens, not much older;
George Dillistone, who manages his holiday to
coincide; and Archie Excell. Oh, then Eddie
Light looms up and says "Seen Bill Page?".
Sure we saw him—he's one of the evergreens.
Time goes far too quickly on these occasions.
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Does anyone see Frank Whyman these days?
If so, do tell him those mentioned here send him
their sincerest wishes. Perhaps you could make it
next year, Frank. If you are ever in Folkestone,
Bill Brunger would be pleased to see you at 22
Hawkins Road.

Correspondence read and discussed included
notice of the InterBranch Fishing Competition,
which was to be held at Dover on Sunday,
September 26th. It was requested that final
entries be sent in to the Hon. Secretary, Dover
Branch, by August 31st.

I had hoped that we would have had a larger
number on parade, but that is something we can't
order others to do now. We were more than
pleased to see Joe Elson. One really wants
enthusiasm when you have worked all night and
then have to hurry away to get in an hour or so's
sleep to get off again. Well done, Joe! I hope you
slept, on Monday. You deserved to, anyhow.

Notice was also read and discussed of the
A.G.M. to be held at the Depot on Saturday,
18th September, 1954, at 3 p.m. Mr. A. Bundock
and Mr. A. Ledner .were elected to attend the
meeting as Branch Delegates.

Our Branch meetings at the new H.Q. have
been very comfortable and noone could make us
more welcome than those who run the place.
Now then, members, do turn up and help us to
show our appreciation. Second Friday in the
month, Guildhall Hotel at 8 p.m. Thanks in
anticipation.
*

*

With reference to the Agenda, it was suggested
that the question be discussed regarding the
presentation of medals to the winners and
runnersup of the InterBranch Darts Com
petition teams. One new Annual Member was
enrolled, Mr. R. J. Bushell.
We are now looking forward to our Annual
Outing on Sunday, 5th September, when we
journey to Eastbourne.

*

*
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Sandwich Branch

Brighton Branch

On Sunday, 8th August, 1954, 55 members
and relatives attended the Annual Remembrance
Service at the Cathedral and Reunion at the
Depot, when we were very fortunate in having
a fine day and everyone made the most of it.
We enjoyed our lunch and the arrangements
generally.

A good monthly meeting and we did almost
fill the coach to Canterbury for Memorial
Sunday.

Twentytwo members attended the Parade
under our Chairman, Major F. W. Tomlinson.
We take this opportunity of thanking our
General Secretary, Lieut.Col. E. V. Argles, and
all those responsible for the arrangements in
making our Reunion a happy one.
The monthly General Meeting was held at the
Drill Hall on Tuesday, 10th August, 1954, at
8 p.m. Our Chairman, Major F. W. Tomlinson,
presided, supported by our ViceChairman,
Lieut.Col. N. S. Hart, and the Hon. Secretary.
Sixteen members were present.
The meeting opened with the usual moment's
silence.
The Minutes of the previous meeting were read
and confirmed.
Apologies were received from Messrs. G.
Matcham, E. Hammond and W. Crouch.

Everybody enjoyed it and thought how much
better all the arrangements were this year,
especially the luncheons: even the weather
behaved a little.
We were very glad to have been able to give a
lift along to Mrs. Nan Marshall, who was in
Sussex at the time. She isn't in good health yet
and we hope the change did her good.
Also seen in Sussex was Mrs. Mary Fox, who
is now a resident of Eastbourne.
Our invalid, Mrs. Jesse Carr, wasn't able to
make the journey to Canterbury, but is doing well
at the moment.
Our Secretary also had a day in bed on
Memorial Sunday too. He seems to have quite
recovered at the moment of going to Press.
Mr. J. Hessy, although still a very sick man,
did make the Canterbury trip: good show this.
If bookings'aren' t better for Canterbury next
year we might not be able to have a coach, so
will all members make a vow now to go in 1955.
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Probably it is only the lucky ones who can do
the job they want to do and for most of us it is
a matter of taking the best of what's going.
But to do this we need to know what is going
and even the lucky ones don't always know what
they want to do.

?
National Association for Employment
of Regular Sailors, Soldiers and
Airmen

T

HE question marks, I assume, frame the
thoughts of a man whose time in the
Service is nearly up. 'Where do I go from
here?' 'What sort of job can 1 do best?' and
'How much will 1 get?' " This is how a journalist
recently referred to the above symbol in a West
Country newspaper.
It is pretty certain that one or more of those
questions comes into everyone's mind sooner or
later. For the tradesman there is probably little
difficulty in answering any of them and for the
young man there are plenty of opportunities as a
trainee. But what about the older man who
can't afford to become a trainee or the tradesman
who has a house where there are no openings in
his trade?

FORM

Leaving the Service and making a start in civil
life is rather like jumping over a fence, and no
one likes to do that without having some idea of
what's on the other side. Quite a lot of men don't
know how to find out what's on the other side
and so jump into a job which doesn't fit. So
whichever side of the fence you are on you may
well be faced with a fourth question: "How
can I find out from someone actually on the spot
just what my chances are?" and the answer to
this one is easy. Go and see the local National
Association Jobfinder. You will find his address
in the telephone directory or on the notice board
of your District Post Office.
The kinds of vacancies the Association is asked
to fill are almost unlimited and small beginnings
frequently lead to considerable endings. There
are Personnel Managers who began as Clerks;
Postmasters who started as Postmen: there is
the Staff Manager who only two years ago began
as a Porter and so on.
So enlist the aid of the Jobfinder to help you
"look before you leap" either over the fence or
out of an unsuitable job.

OF

LEGACY

(to be included in a will, or as a codicil thereto).
I BEQUEATH to the Colonel for the time being of The Buffs the sum
of £

:

:

free from all duties in aid of the general object

of the Central Fund (Colonel of The Buffs), for which legacy the Receipt of
such Colonel shall be a sufficient discharge to my Executors.

T 7* » r Signature.
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then Solve it by ringing

CANTERBURY * 2107

KNOWN IN KENT
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CANTERBURY
Regimental Histories oi The Bull's

Civil & Military Tailors
COMPLETE OUTFITTERS

The following Histories may be obtained from the Administration
Officer, Depot The Buffs, New Infantry Barracks, Canterbury

HISTORICAL RECORDS OF THE BUFFS

TELEPHONE

2566

1572—1704
by H. R. KNIGHT
Out of print. Second hand copies available from time to time

1704—1814 and 1814—1914 
by C. R. B. KNIGHT
In Two Parts  £1 Is. 3d. Post free

WARRENS (Canterbury) Ltd.,
14/16 Sun Street, CANTERBURY

Beaneys —

1919—1948
by C. R. B. KNIGHT

£1 5s. Post free

THE BUTCHERS FOR THE
GARRISON SINCE 1921

A SHORT HISTORY OF THE BUFFS
by E. FOSTER HALL

Revised edition  2/6

CLOTHES WHICH BEAR THE
AUTHORITATIVE STAMP OF
QUALITY IN EVERY DETAIL
CUT & MADE ON THE PREMISES

(EXBUFF)

You'll find us in Military Road
— 23 bus passes the door —

Post free

"DRUMS AND DRUMMERS"

F. R. Beaney

by G. R. HOWE
Price 2/2 Post free

22a MILITARY ROAD, CANTERBURY
TELEPHONE 2827
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J. H. & J. BROOKE, Ltd.

By Appointment

Wine Merchants

Established 1779
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To the late King George VI

LONDON

27

CLEMENTS

LANE,

E.C.4

Telephone: MANsion House, 5301 (2 lines) & 709 7
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134
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ROAD

Telephone: Folkestone 3123 (2 lines)

HYTHE

78
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HIGH

STREET

T e l e p h o n e : 66301

ESTABLISHED 1750

CIVIL and MILITARY TAILORS AND OUTFITTERS
97 NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W.l
Telephone: Grosvenor 501617/8

"FOR THE FINEST IN SERVICE AND CIVILIAN WEAR"
SPECIAL EXPORT FACILITIES
Our Representatives will wait upon you where and when you so desire, and at our
premises every courtesy and attention is assured to both old and new customers

Branches at: CAMBERLEY, ALDERSHOT, RAMSEY,

CATTERICK

Appointed Tailors to over fifty Regiments and Corps
Emergency Service: Tailormade Uniforms to individual measurements .
within 48 hours
Printed in Great Britain by Gibbs & Sons, Orange Street, Canterbury
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CONWAY WILLIAMS
THE MAYFAIR

48 BROOK ST.,

TAILOR

MAYFAIR,

LONDON, W.l.

(Opposite Claridge's Hotel)
AND

39

LONDON

ROAD,

CAMBERLEY

Morning and Evening Wear, Court and Military Dress for all occasions
Hunting, Sports and Lounge Kits

All Cloths cut by expert West End Cutters and made exclusively by hand
in our Mayfair Workshops by the Best English Tailors
REGIMENTAL TAILORS TO THE BUFFS
Telephones:
Mayfair 0945Can.berIey 498

—"Photographs" —
C A N T E R B U R Y
Phone 3637

DEVELOPING AND PRINTING
Military

Portraits

PICTURE FRAMING

Telegrams:
"Militaila Wesdo, London"

Castings for Industry
Wellknown in the shipbuilding,
aircraft and other industries

STONE'S

castings are also supplied to general
engineering firms

for

whom

an

excellent service exists. Castings of
all

descriptions — in

greyiron,

brass, bronze, and aluminium and

It is always worth a visit to

magnesium

alloys — are

produced

under laboratory control, with full
machining facilities available if
required.

STATIONERY — BOOKSELLERS
TYPEWRITERS
39/40 HIGH STREET  CANTERBURY
Tel. 2139

J. STONE & CO. (CHARLTON) LTD.
Main Works

Branch Works

WOOLWICH ROAD, S.E.7.
(Greenwich 3277)

THE CANAL, GRAVESEND
(Gravesend 5247)

The Past and
d Present Association
Headquarters: DEPOT, THE BUFFS.
Telephone: CANTERBURY 4764.

Chairman: BRIGADIER G. J

NICHOLSON, C.B.E

Secretary: LT. COL. E. V

ARGLT>

BRANCHES
Branch
1st Bn., The Buffs
4th Bn., The Buffs
ASHFORD
__

Chairman
SecondinCommand
SecondinConimand
Mr. A. Mills

LONDON

Mr. R. W. Billings

Mr. H.J. Scot!. I Oxford Road. Carshalton.
Surrey.

5. DOVER

Capi. E. Marsh, M.B.E.

6.

WEALD

Col. E. B. Burns, T.P.

Mr. C. Collins. "Haven" Meadway, Minnis
Lane, River, Dover.
Mr. A. H. Bells, 22 Goods Station Road.
Tunbridge Wells

7.

MEDWAY

Mr. F. J. Cox

3. SII TING BOURNE

Col. D. J. Dean, v.c., T.D.

9. RAMSGATE

Mr. C. F. Fakley

10.

MARGATE

Mr. J. E. F. Swann

11.

HYTHE

Mr. J. Green

12.

CANTERBURY

Lt.Col. E J. Evans

13.

HERNE BAY

Mr. H. Davey

14. FOLKESTONE

Major A. A. West

15. SANDWICH

Major F. W. Tomlinson

6.

FAVERSHAM

7. BRIGHTON
DBNMARK

Secretary

Meeting Dates and I'laces

Mr. A. C. Mills, 20 Watermans House.
Godfrey Walk. Ashford. Kent

First Saturday in each month, Duke or
Marlborough, 7 p.m.
Third Saturday in each month. Prince
Alfred Restaurant, Tufton Street, West
minster, 7.30 p.m.
First Thursday in each month. "Eagle
Hotel". London Road, Dover, 7.45 p.m.
HAWKHURST SUBAREA. Third Thursday
in each month. British Legion House,
Hawkhurst, 7.45 p.m.
Last Saturday in each month. The Two
Brewers, High Street, Rochester. 8 p.m.
First Friday in each month. Drill Hall,
East Street. 7.30 p.m
Third Friday in each month. Freemason's
Tavern, Ramsgate, 8 p.m.
First Wednesday in each month, Drill Hall.
Hawley Square, 8 p.m.
Last Wednesday in each month, The Star.
Stade Street, 7.30 p.m.
Fourth Friday in each month, Drill Hall, St'
Peter's Lane, Canterbury, 8 p.m.
Second Monday in each month, British
Legion Club, May Lodge, 8 p.m.

R.S.M.
R.S.M.

Mr. H. A. J. Brand, 83 Delce Road,
Rochester
Mr. L. J. Coward. 75 William Street,
Sittingbourne.
Mr. B. E. Knott, 27 Wilfred Road, Ramsgate
Mr. J. H. Shakeshaft, 14 Alexandra Road.
Broadstairs
Mr. H. Thompson, 4 Hillside Court, Hythe


Major S. J. Selway, 153 Slurry Road,
Canterbury
Mr. A. Trice. 23 Queen's Gardens, Herne
Bay
Mr. H. Fordred, 36 Fernbank Crescent,
Folkestone
Mr. H. Taylor, 19 Paradise Row, Sandwich

Second Friday in each month, Guildhall
Hotel, 8 p.m.
First Tuesday in each month, Drill Hall,
8 p.m.

Capi. J. Green

First Monday in each month. Carpenters
Mr. R. C. Croucher, 10 Glebe Houses,
Eastling, Faversham
Arms. Eastling, 7.30 p.m.
Capi. R. J. Robertson
Major H. Milton, 118 Queens' Road, Brighton Second Monday in each month, R.E.
Record Social Club, The College. Ditch
ling Road, Brighton. 8 p.m.
Major W. M. Iversen, K.D. Mr. M. GeillRasmussen, Frederiksborgvej 1. 7th Day in each month. Forsvarbrodrenes
25, 2, Selskabslokaler. Gothersgade 137
B., Copenhagen, N.V.
K.. 7.30 p.m.
The Association exists to foster Comradeship and to give a helping hand to those in distress.
Membership is open to all who are serving or who have served in The Buffs.
Subscription rates are:—
Life Membership: Officers £2.
Other Ranks £1
Annual Membership: Officers 5/.
Other Ranks 2/6.
Entrance Fee: 1/

LADIES' GUILD
President: HON. MRS. P. G. SCARLETT

1

LONDON

Branch

Chairman
Mrs. L. Coley

Secretary
Mrs. M. J. Dahleish, "Woodville".
wood Hill, Mill Hill, N.W.7

Mrs. E. Carter, 113 Buckland Avenue,
Dover
Mrs. Kay Mantell, 5 Page Place. Folkestone

2

DOVER

Mrs. J. Crookenden, J.P.

3

FOLKESTONE

Mrs. G. Wood, J.P.

I.

MEDWAY

Mrs. King Holt

5. ASHFORD

Mrs. L. King

6

Mrs. M. E. Dean

SITTINGBOURNE

High

Mrs. W. T. Brookcr, 67 Malvern Road,
Gillingham, Kent
Mrs. E. Partiss, 22 Bond Road, South
Ashford
Mrs. J. Ravensdale. 10 Railway Terrace,
Sittingbourne

Meeting Dates and Places
First Saturday in each month. Prince
Alfred Restaurant, Tufton Street, S.W.I
6.30 p.m.
First Thursday in each month, T.A.
Drill Hall. Liverpool Street, Dover. 3 p.m.
Every other Wednesday, Drill Hall, Shcllons
Street, Folkestone. 3.30 p.m.
Fourth Tuesday in each month. Foresters'
Hal!. King Street, Gillingham, 2.30 p.m.
Second Wednesday in each month. The
Drill Hall, Ashford, 3 p.m.
Third Wednesday in each month. Drill
Hall, East Street, Sittingbourne, 6.45 p.m.
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FOR WEDDING PRESENTS & MESS PRESENTATIONS

T H E Clock Department of
Garrard

& Co. has what is

probably one of the finest stocks
in London. There are on view
examples of almost every grade
of timepiece from the sturdy
utility clock at a moderate price
to rare examples of fine work
manship.
Garrard

&

Co.

specialise in

presentation pieces.

Commit

tees and others contemplating
the purchase of a clock should
not fail to consult the Company
and, where possible, inspect the
stock displayed at 112 Regent
Street, London, W. i.
A

new

Catalogue

An English made chiming clock in Walnut. Case,

entitled

Reproduction based on Thomas Tompion circa
H e i g h t 12 i "

"CLOCKS" is now available and

Pendulum movement
l ever movement

will gladly be sent on request.

GARRARD

& CO.

1700.

£23 . 0 . 0
£26 . 0 . 0

LTD.

Crown Jewellers
formerly
THE GOLDSMITHS &
SILVERSMITHS COMPANY LTD.

il2 REGENT STREET  LONDON  W.l
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EDITORIAL

T

HE Colonel of the Regiment presided at the
Annual General Meeting of the Past and
Present Association held on 18th Septem
ber, and took as his theme an appeal to youth.
His speech to the delegates and the Secretary's
Report are published in the Association notes
in this number. Appeal to youth aims at the
indoctrination of the aims and objects of the
Past and Present Association to those now
serving or who have lately left the Regiment.
We can do no better than to remind our readers
once more of our motto.
The Branches were wellrepresented at the
meeting. After tea, the delegates were given a
lecture and demonstration of the new 7.62 mm.
selfloading FN rifle by Lieut.Col. Connolly
and his instructors from Hythe. Some of those
present were able to fire the rifle. It was a most
interesting climax to the day.
*

*

*

We are all now looking forward to the return
home of the 1st Battalion. They are expected to
sail in the Gothic on 25th November. If the plan
holds, they may, we suppose, be home for
Christmas. The advance party, under Major
Ernest Edlmann, should arrive about mid
November. The Battalion will return to Dover.
*

*

*

A large gathering is expected on 19th Novem
ber at the Officers' Reunion Club Dinner at the
Connaught Rooms, London. The Colonel of
the Regiment is anxious that all those who served
at any time as Officers in the Regiment, especially
in command, will attend and renew old friend
ships. The Administrative Office, Depot The
Buffs, will be glad to hear from anyone who has
not yet warned in.

On October 24th, the Alamein Memorial in the
Western Desert will be unveiled. A description
of the memorial appears on another page.
*

*

*

London Branch, Past and Present Association,
started the season's activities with a very enjoy
able dinner and dance on 25th September, at the
Duke of York's Headquarters.
The Association also launched the winter
programme of sporting events by holding the
Annual Fishing Competition at Dover on 26th
September. Four Branches entered, and the
Cup was won for the second year in succession
by Ramsgate Branch.
*

*

#

We are indebted to Major Jarman, of Margate
Branch, for generously offering a Shield to be
added to the Challenge Cup for the winter
programme of smallbore shooting. Our very
sincere thanks for this gesture. Incidentally,
Major Jarman, now serving in the Home Guard,
is himself a wellknown and skilful marksman.
*

*

*

The Buffs
Officers' Reunion Club

I

N response to many requests, the meeting this
year will take the form of a dinner to be held
on Friday, November 19th, at the Connaught
Rooms, Great Queen Street, Kingsway, London,
at 7.30 p.m. The price will be 15/6 per head,
exclusive of drinks. Members will receive in
due course the usual notice from the Admin
istrative Olficer, Depot The Buffs, who will be
pleased to hear from any officers who may not
yet be members.

.»
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Personalia

We were pleased to hear of the engagement of
Brigadier and Mrs. Parry's daughter Susan to
Mr. Walter Wallace, and offer our sincere
congratulations.

ONGRATULATIONS to Major and Mrs.
Noel Norris on the birth of a daughter.

*

Congratulations also to Robert Keown
on his engagement to Penelope Taylor. Robert
Keown was commissioned into The Buffs in
May, 1945, and was demobilised in Novembei,
1947. He is the son of the late Major R. W.
Keown, M.C :., whom many of the older generation
will remember.
*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

We have only lately received news of the death
at the age of 74 of Colonel H. A. Thewles, D.S.O.,
at FerringonSea last November. He left a
daughter, Captain R. 1. Harbin, W.R.A.C., now
serving in the Provost Branch, B.A.O.R., to
whom we extend our sympathy.

*

Major M. A. Bompas has been elected Chair
man of Ashford Chamber of Trade, which we
are pleased to hear. He is a member of the
Executive Committee, Past and Present Associ
ation, and President of Ashford Branch.
*
*
*

*

*

*

Dr. D. ArchdaleSmith, who was M.O. to the
9th Battalion from June, 1940 tiff July, 1942, is
now a regular member of the Brighton Recruiting
Office Medical Board.

We offer our best wishes to Captain Bill Stone,
who on 24th September celebrated 60 years'
connection with the Regiment. He served for a
time with the 2nd Battalion but most of his
service was with the 1st Battalion. He retired in
1920, and served in the last war in the Home
Guard. It is difficult to believe that he is 76.
*
*
*
News came lately from Brigadier Hector
Spear in Saigong. Lie had stayed a few days
with Lieut.Col. and Mrs. Atkinson. Brigadier
Spear sent news also of Robert Price, who
served with the 1st Battalion in N. Africa, and
who is now in the Chartered Bank in Saigon.

*

Major Rex Marchand, who was commissioned
into the Regiment from the H.A.C., has been
transferred to H.A.C. T.A.R.O. owing to pressure
of private affairs.

*

Lieut.Col. E. P. C. Bruce writes that he can
now be found at "The Wrestlers", Newmarket
Road, Cambridge, where he is installed as Mine
Host. He will welcome any Buff wayfarers who
pass that way, but at the moment he is not able
to offer accommodation.
*

*

Our congratulations also to Licuts. Muffins
and Dalgleish on promotion to Captain.
We recently welcomed into the Regiment
2/Lieuls. Richard Lea and Robin Wright.

Those who knew Captain Lionel Knight may
be interested to know that his son, Major Edward
Knight, has recently sold his estate of 2,000 odd
acres at Chawton, Hampshire, with the exception
of Chawton House. Jane Austen once lived in a
cottage on the estate.
*

*

We were very pleased to see Lieut.Col. Joe
Jelf on a fleeting visit from Singapore. Having
attended a War Office Conference he was on ten
days' leave. Incidentally, he has sold his house
at Northiam, and Mrs. Jelf and family will be
going to Singapore at the end of the year.

*

Brigadier R. W. Craddock has been selected
for the appointment of Brigadier A/Q., Southern
Command, and will assume his duties early next
year.
*

*

Major John Lucas has been appointed to
advise the Minister of Defence in East Africa on
defences at prison establishments and detention
camps in the Colony, particularly from external
attack. He is also to advise on the siting of the
present prisons and camps and on the training of
prison staff in defence.

We were glad to see Majors Richard Ravenhill
and Jimmy Worts when they paid us visits
recently.
*

*

Dr. Hallinan, who was M.O. to the 6th
Battalion 191418, also sometimes visits the
Board.
Both send their salaams to anyone they knew
who remembers them.
*

*

*

BIRTH
NORRIS.—On September 15th, 1954, at B.M.H.,
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Nairobi, to Anne {nee Brown), wife of Major
N. C. Norris, 1st Battalion The Buffs, B.F.P.O.
10, a daughter.

THE

DRAGON

ENGAGEMENTS

Henry Lindsay Archer Houblon

MR. W. W. WALLACE AND MISS S. B. PARRY

b. 31st January, 1877; d. 23rd August, 1954

The engagement is announced between Walter,
younger son of Mr. and Mrs. W. W. Wallace, of
The Holt, Penicuik, Midlothian, and Susan, only
daughter of Brigadier and Mrs. F. W. B. Parry,
of Flagstaff House, Sierra Leone.
*

*

M

AJOR Archer Houblon was the eldest
surviving son of Colonel George Bramston
Archer Houblon and Lady Alice Lindsay,
daughter of the 25th Earl of Crawford and
Balcarres, whose brother James, a Lieutenant
General in the Army, was Colonel of the Buffs
from 1870 to 1874. On the death of his father in
1913, he inherited Hallingbury Place, Essex;
Culverthorpe, Lincolnshire; and Welford Park,
Newbury, where he lived.

*

MR. R. A. G. KEOWN AND MISS P. M. TAYLOR

The engagement is announced between Robert,
son of the late Major R. W. Keown, M.C ., The
Buffs, and Mrs. Keown, of 151 Oakwood Court,
W.14, and Penelope, daughter of Captain
R. M. T. Taylor, C.B.E ., Royal Navy (retd.),
and Mrs. Taylor, of Guiles, Froxfield Green,
Petersfield, Hampshire.
*

*

Archer Houblon was the first of twentyfour
young officers to join the 2nd Battalion during
the South African War; he came straight from
Christ Church, Oxford, having previously been
at Winchester. He was of a most modest and
retiring disposition and as he did not play games
led a slightly detached life, regimentally. He
was, however, an enthusiastic big game shooter
and was a fine shot with both rifle and gun as
well as being an expert fisherman.
He was for
many years a member of the Flyfishers' Club
(and also of the Naval and Military). Although,
as far as one knew, he had no ear for music,
there was no bird's note that he could not identify;
and, too, he was a great lover of trees and an
authority on afforestation.
He retired from the Army in 1910 and came
back on the outbreak of war in 1914 and joined
the 2nd Battalion in Flanders in the spring of
1915 and served with it afterwards in Salonika.
He was twice mentioned in despatches.
F.W.T.

*

Future Events
Oct. 23. 4/5TH

(193945) REUNION DINNER,
COUNTY HOTEL, 7 P.M. (Tickets 10/

each from the Hon. Secretary.)
30. 1 /4 TH BUFFS (191419) REUNION DINNER
AT THE DRILL HALL, ST. PETER'S
LANE, CANTERBURY.
Assemble at

6 p.m. for 6.30 p.m. dinner. Tickets
7/6 should be obtained from your
Local Secretary, or from Lieut.Col.
H. L. Cremer, The Grange, Chart
ham, near Canterbury.
Nov. 20. Weald Branch Dinner, St.
Club, Cranbrook.


T

*

David's

*

Christmas Card 1954

*

HIS year's Regimental Christmas Card
takes the form of a card 6 | in. X 5 in.
bearing a coloured representation of "The
Buffs on Outpost Duty, Peninsula, 1813" on the
outside, with crest and greetings on page 3. The
card is being produced by the Medici Society
and the cost will not exceed 1/ each, inclusive of
envelope.
A plain single card with gold crest and greeting
will also be available a* 3d. each.

* * *
Regimental Diary 1955

A

S last year. Pocket Diary, blue cover with
gold Dragon Badge. Leather covered—
cost 4/3 each, post free.

Orders for Cards and Diaries to: Administra
tive Officer, Depot The Buffs.

*

*

Alamein Memorial

T

HE Alamein memorial in the Western
Desert, built by the Imperial War Graves
Commission to the design of Sir Hubert
Worthington, consists of a cloister on the
northern side of the battlefield cemetery at El
Alamein.
Within this cloister are inscribed the names of
11,945 officers and men of the land and air
forces of the Commonwealth who have no known
grave.
Of all the names 8,700 are of men of the land
forces who lost their lives during the campaign
in the Western Desert and the Middle and Near
East, and 3,200 are of men of the air forces who
were killed during operations from bases in the
eastern Mediterranean, and Near East and East
Africa.
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In the cemetery, entered from the memorial,
are buried 7,300 of their comrades of ail services,
who are commemorated by individual headstones
on the graves.
A short avenue from the main desert road
leads to a forecourt where three arches open into
the cloister. At each side a broad flight of out
side steps lead to the roof which commands a
fine view of the surrounding country.
Over the entrance appear these words:—
"Within this cloister are inscribed the names of
the soldiers and airmen of the British Common
wealth and Empire who died fighting on land or
in the air where two continents meet, and to
whom the fortune of war denied a known and
honoured grave.
"With their fellows who rest in this cemetery,
with their comrades in arms of the Royal Navy
and with the seamen of the Merchant Navy,
they preserved for .the West the link with the
East and turned the tide of war."
The cloister opens to the south upon a series
of terraces and flower beds leading down to the
cemetery and to the Stone of Remembrance and,
beyond it, the Cross of Sacrifice, found in
Commonwealth war cemeteries all Over the
world.
*

F

*

*

Regimental Museum

OR one reason or another t have not been
able to devote a great deal of my time to
the Museum recently, and I have even fallen
behind in the Museum notes.
In the first place, I owe an apology to Lieut.
Col. Norman Hart for. an error in the August
Dragon when acknowledging his gift of a
miniature French medal for Actes de Devoutment.
I said that this had been awarded to his father,
the late Lieut.General H. G. Hart. This, of
course, should have read General Sir Reginald
C. Hart, v.c., G.C.B., K.C.V.O. General H. G.
Hart was Colonel Hart's grandfather and was
responsible for the publication of Hart's Annual
Army List.
The Museum has now to thank Colonel Hart
for the gift of four volumes of Hart's Army List
and a copy of the Monthly Army List of Decem
ber, 1899, thereby helping to fill the gaps in the
Museum library.
Major R. W. M. Webster recently presented
two Iron Crosses and a gilt cross similar in
design which were picked up on the battlefield
of Cambrai, November, 1917.

Lieut.Col. E. V. Argles has also presented
two Iron Crosses of the Second World War, a
German medal not yet identified but probably
connected with the operations in Italy, a German
plaque connected with the Crimea, two German
capbadges and two Kreichbanknote of 100,000
Marks, collected by him when serving with the
Allied Military Government.
Brigadier E. Foster Hall, M.C., has presented a
number of miscellaneous regimental orders and
documents.
I have just started to read The British Soldier,
a recently published book by Colonel H. de
Watteville, C.B.E., M.A., which reminds me that
our Regimental History is very lacking in the
personal details of soldiers of The Buffs. I feel
sure that many Buff families must have some
records or old letters relating to experiences
both in times of peace and war which, if edited,
might well form the subject of a book under a
title such as The Soldiers of The Buffs.
It would be perfectly splendid if some families
could trace records and documents of their
ancestors as far back as the Crimean or
Peninsular Wars. Who and what were these men
who endured the hardships of the Crimea or
marched for miles in the Peninsular, frequently
short of clothing and rations, whose medals
we now have in the Museum?
Who, for example, was Private William Carr,
and what was the nature of the distinguished
conduct at the Battle of Albuhera for which his
commanding officer and officers saw fit to
present him with a special medallion?
G.R.H.
*

*

*

Watch for these Films

O

N the Water Front. A story of organised
crime in New York, directed by Elia Kazan
who made Streetcar called Desire. There is'
a performance by Marlon Brando, which will
probably be the best of the year. He plays a
young longshoreman caught in the toils of
gangsterdom, his slow rebellion, and how he
redeems himself. This is a most exciting and
memorable film. Marlon Brando was the subject
of a recent "Profile" in the Sunday Observer.
Sabrina Fair. In a lighter vein. An American
comedy, which is now a play running in London.
The story of the daughter of an English chauffeur
with the two sons of his millionaire employers as
suitors. Light and charming with delightful
Audrey Hepburn of Roman Holiday, William
Holden and Humphrey Bogart. 
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The Purple Plain, with Gregory Peck, from
H. E. Bates' book about a pilot forced down in
the Burmese jungle, and his determination to
save his injured navigator and passenger. A
restrained and moving film.
The Belles of St Trinian's. A really good
comedy about a girls' school, with Alastair
Sim as the Headmistress, and also her brother,
and Joyce Grenfell as a games mistress. Very
good fun.
Romeo and Juliet. When last month's notes
were written this film had not been seen in this
country after winning the Venice Festival Prize.
By this time most of us have seen it. Visually it
is a continuous delight, both with exterior and
interior scenes, colour and movement. There is
beauty everywhere. One of the most beautiful
things being the lovely contours of this Juliet's
face, though before she spoke much one could
have wished that her mouth was shut, and her
eyes open a little more! There was a slowness
of action and speech at the opening, and as the
action became more and the speech less, the
later scenes seemed long. For lovers of Shake
speare it is the words which count, and they are
only used as "script". The lovely Queen Mab
Speech is cut, and the whole character of Mer
cutio lost. This is a beautiful film, not a play
by Shakespeare.
LONDON THEATRES
Separate Tables (St. James). These are two
plays, with some of the same characters in both.
It is a feast of acting, by Eric Portman, Margaret
Leighton, Phyllis Neilson Terry—in fact by
everybody.
All for Mary (Duke of York's). That superb
comedienne Kathleen Harrison, as a Nanny, and
her grownup charges, Michael Shepley and
David Tomlinson. Has had nothing but praise.
M.M.A.

W

* * *
Old Brigade News

*

*

*

We are ;glq,d to hear that both Billy Everitt
and Jock Clayton have been restored to' health.
May it continue.
Donkey Warren in a further letter from N.
Devon says that he has been laid up with gout.
He did not forget in spirit "Remembrance

*



George Cobb, who will be remembered as a
Corporal in "B" Company under the late Captain
(Footy) Marriott, is, we hear, looking very fit
after his short holiday and still keeps that
youthful appearance of Boer War days.

*
*
Bob Knott of Dartford reciprocates the good
wishes as expressed, in last month's Dragon
notes of the Ramsgate Branch.
*

*



We are pleased to hear that Councillor Ted
Swendall, R.S.M. Jeffreys and other old stalwarts
of the Ramsgate Branch seldom miss keeping
the flag flying at the Branch meetings. No doubt
the Branch Hon. Secretary keeps them up to
scratch.
*

*

* 

There are many old Buffs living today aged
from 80 to 90 years. May we appeal to Branches
to dig these grand old fellows out—have a chat
with them and if needed take, them out in a chair
for an hour or two. The writer knows of more
than one who has not seen the street outside his
house for a long time.


*

*

On 30th October, 53 years ago, was fought the
severe action at Bakenlaate, when the 2nd
Battalion lost 10 killed and 41 of all ranks
wounded. There are, no doubt, a number
living who will recall that terrible fight. There
are three members of the London Branch today
who were badly wounded on that occasion,
Sgt. H. Port, Alf (Dusty) Ruler and Jim Proctor.
*
* ' *
We believe we are right in saying that only
two officers are now alive who returned home
with the 2nd Battalion on the St. Vincent after
the Boer War—to wit, Colonels J. Crookenden
and J. V. R. Jackson.
*

E hear that Dusty Ruler, whom old Buffs
will well remember as a fine Regimental
footballer, is not at all in good health
and we wish him a speedy recovery. He is now
turned 80 years.
*

Sunday" and he missed seeing some of the old
faces of the good old days.

*

*

Do YOU REMEMBER:
(a) After a route march in Kilkenny, laying out
your kit on the Barrack Square before
being dismissed, in order to see if you
had carried your full 56 lbs. in the valise?
(b) The inspiring sight of the officers riding out
of the Barracks in full hunting on their
way to the "Meet"?
.
(c) Dog parade in India?
(d) When Sgt. (Tappy) Field dropped the
collecting plate in church during Divine
Service? What a commotion it caused?
J.E.E.,
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Correspondence
80 Waltham Avenue,
Guildford,
Surrey.
21th September, 1954.
To the Editor, "The Dragon".
Dear Editor,
When I see such—to me—ridiculous numbers
as "22928518 James Norman Shepherd 435955",
if this is a chap's regimental number, I wonder
how many today can say like me, that I soldiered
with No. 11 He was Curley Holmes, who I knew
in 1886. Afterwards he became Sgt. Holmes in
the 1st Battalion in DumDum, India, and I was
in the Orderly Room—not a prisoner—but
Clerk, in 1888. In those days we always had
what was called "Muster Parade" every month,
and the Company Officer would call out in
alphabetical order, "Dungey", and you had to
shout clearly your regimental number and
initials like "2152 Cpl. E. M., Sir". I can never
understand these very high numbers. Why
don't they begin at zero again? It was always
amusing to hear "Holmes"—"No. 1, Sir."
Just a word more. How sorry I was to read
of the passing of Colonel E. T. Buttanshaw at
90 years of age. This old gentleman saw one of
my notes in the Dragon and wrote me ever such
an interesting letter early this year. I served
under him in Dover (2nd Battalion) in 1887.
(Cpl.) E. M. DUNGEY.


*

*

Depot The Buffs,
Canterbury.
2nd October, 1954.
To the Editor, "The Dragon".
Dear Sir,
Thanks to the enthusiastic efforts of our many
helpers, the Fete held on 2nd September, in aid
of the Garrison Church Appeal, was a great
success and resulted in a profit of £97.
Our thanks are also due to the following for
donations received during September:—
£ s. d.
Captain R. O. Iliffe
215 5
London Branch Ladies'Guild
... 2 2 0
Herne Bay Branch, Past and Present
Association
1 0 0
Yours faithfully,
E. H. WATTS.

How Park,
Tattenhoe,
Near Bletchley,
Buckinghamshire.
llth September, 1954.
To the Editor, "The Dragon".
Sir,
1594 AND 1954
I quote from the Preface by Israel Gollancz
to my edition of A Midsummer Night's Dream:—
"On the other hand, it is maintained that
Titania's description of the disastrous state of
the weather points directly to the wretched
summer of the year 1594 (Act II, Scene 1, 88117):
various contemporary accounts have come down
to us of that terrible year, all of them recalling
Shakespeare's words:—
A colder time in world was never seen
The skies do loure, the sun and moone wax
dim:
Summer scarce known, but that the leaves are
green.
The winter's waste drives water o'er the
brim:
Upon the land great flotes of wood may swim:
—Churchyard's Charitie, 1595."
The wretched weather of 1594 must have been
due to causes other than atomic explosions!
Yours faithfully,
E. F. D. STRETTELL.


*

*

A. A. Tester continues his letterfrom the August
number, page 225.
The enemy continued the chase for several
miles, during which time the prisoners, who had
been taken one by one, were marched back to
the farm, where the wagon was still burning.
On the way back they passed several wounded,
who were being attended to by the enemy—late
in the day I understand an ambulance was sent
out from the Column to collect them.
My old friend Corporal Cole on his way home
stopped to pick up Buck Barry (whose horse
had been shot) and took him back to camp, both
being on the same horse. A good job they were
both lightweights.
On reaching the farm from which they had
retired, the prisoners were put into an outhouse
and locked up for a couple of hours. Just before
it got dark, they were brought out from the out
house and despite Sgt. Cheshire's protest, were
handcuffered together, and ushered back again.
Here they were left without food or drink till the
morning. There were no sanitary arrangements.
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If one got up or made a move, all the others had
to move—as you may guess, things were not too
comfortable. There were two or three sentries
outside the hut, but they took no notice of any
knocking, and the prisoners were left undisturbed
till the morning.
Next day about 10 a.m., the handcuffs were
taken off each prisoner in turn and they were
marched under escort one by one to be examined
and questioned by the Commandant. One of the
prisoners on being marched into the room where
the Commandant was seated, and being a
youngster, thought the escort motioned him to
sit down on a chair which had been placed close
to the Commandant. He was soon made aware
of his mistake—the escort giving him a blow or
two with the butt of his rifle, while the Com
mandant asked if it was usual for a soldier to
sit down when an officer was present.
Regarding the questioning, most of it con
centrated on the burning of the farm, and the
shooting of the two women two days before.
The prisoners maintained they acted under
orders; the Commandant said he "had his
orders" and read out as follows:—"All soldiers
burning farms, molesting women and children,
etc., contrary to the usages of war were to be
shot". These were his orders, and he intended to
carry them out. And so after a small feed of
mealy meal—the first food for 24 hours, the
prisoners were handcuffed again, and into the
outhouse they went for another night.
Next day in the late afternoon they were freed
of the handcuffs and marched into the farm
where the men of the Commandos were having a
meal of boiled mutton and mealy meal, and the
prisoners were given a basin of the same food.
Later they were handcuffed again, and back to
the hut they went for another night.
Next day, leaving Sgt. Cheshire and Cpl.
Hornby behind in the hut, the other three
prisoners, escorted by about 50 of the enemy
who were apparently going the same way,
started on a longish trek from 9 a.m. to about
6.30 p.m., when they hove to at a smallish farm
which was occupied by about 120 of the enemy.
During this march over rough uneven veldt, the
burghers were mounted, whilst the prisoners
plodded along on foot—the only food eaten
were a couple of small pumpkins which were
picked up when approaching a native kraal in
the middle of the day. That night the three
prisoners were handcuffed and allowed to lie
down on the floor of a room with the enemy
lying all round them. The following day the same
routine for the prisoners, except that only a
dozen mounted men were escort, but there were

in touch with many others, as at intervals during
the march groups of twenty or thirty horsemen
would come along, and have a chat with the
escort, and then make off somewhere. The march
continued for two more days when the prisoners
and their escort reached the town of Hoopstad
and were locked up in Hoopstad Gaol.
A week passed, the daily ration for the prisoners
being a basion of mealy meal (a kind of gruel)
each, the meal being boiled in mutton water.
Seven days after the prisoners had been locked up
in Hoopstad Gaol, Sgt. Cheshire and Cpl.
Hornby arrived, and were duly lodged in the
prison with the others. It appears they had been
tried by an enemy Court Martial composed of a
Commandant and two FieldCornets. The Court
Martial found both N.C.O.'s guilty of burning
farms, making war on women and children, and
acting contrary to the usages of war. They were
handcuffed after the trial and put back in a shed
for three days waiting for sentence. Four days
after the Court Martial they were marched in
front of Commandant Jacobs, who informed
them that they had been sentenced to be shot—
however, as they were acting under superior
orders, the sentence would not be carried out
and they would be taken to rejoin the other
prisoners. Sgt. Cheshire said the trial was a very
fair one—an Englishspeaking officer from
President Steyn's staff defended them, and acted
as interpreter.
It should be mentioned here that the British
Garrison had all been withdrawn from the
smaller towns outside the railway area, and these
places had been reoccupied by the enemy with
very small mobile garrisons—ready to move out
should a British Column by anywhere near.
Each Sunday the prisoners saw a big gathering
of enemy forces at Hoopstad—they would ride
in, tie up their horses, and make themselves at
home in the houses. Then at 10 a.m. the Church
bell would toll, and off to Church they would go.
Sometimes quite a number would be present,
another Sunday only about seventy or eighty.
After Church they would stand about in groups,
talking to one another, and then about 4.30 p.m.
they would get their horses, and off they would
go. Some of the women would go with them,
travelling in light covered carts.
The prisoners were kept in Hoopstad Gaol for
some four weeks—rations were very scanty—but
the enemy had little food for themselves. It was
usual, too, for the enemy at this period to release
any prisoners taken within twentyfour hours.
This was owing to their food supplies being very
short.
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The second week of July saw the prisoners on
the trek again. With twenty of the enemy riding
beside them they marched for two days, over
hills, fording streams, they were kept going from
7 o'clock in the morning to about 7 o'clock at
night, when they hauled up at a small farm
house for the night—the prisoners fed and slept
alongside the escort. The next night, after a very
long, wearisome day walking for some fourteen
hours or more, they arrived at a small hamlet
called Bulfontein. Here they spent the night
sleeping alongside the escort as before.
The next morning prisoners and escort were
on the move very early, and all kept going till
nearly dusk. Then the leader of the escort halted
and called the prisoners to follow him. He took
them another halfmile or so and then coming
to the top of a slight ridge, he pointed out a train
in the distance some twelve miles away. He said,
"We are leaving you now—the train you see is
the railway line, it is two hours from here",
and with that the escort made off and the
prisoners were left to their own devices.
No food had been eaten since the evening
before, but Hornby's feet were very bad, and a
couple of the others were not feeling too good, so
when, after plodding along for a couple of miles
or so, a small deserted farm was reached, it was
decided to put up there till daylight. It was very
cold and some old pieces of wood being handy,
a fire was lit with the aid of an old tinder box
which Tots Horn had scrounged whilst in prison.
All went well for a while, but on piling the wood
on the fire a bit heavy, the roof caught alight,
and so it was decided to make tracks again, as
with freedom being so near it was too risky to
stay anywhere near the fire. So off again on
another two or three miles' trek in the darkness,
and then though nearly frozen, all slept close
together on the veldt.
Daylight and every step a move to freedom.
Hornby and Bert Blackman's feet made the going
very heavy. Eventually, however, some time
after midday, a block house hove in sight, and a
train was seen: It was not long then before the
prisoners reached Ensconvondeen, where Capt.
F. S. Jackson, the Yorkshire cricketer, was in
command of some East Lancashire Militia. Here
the prisoners were soon having a good tot of
rum and a good feed before settling down to a
sound sleep.
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Round and About
By the Tramp

O

VER thirty years
ago I spent half an
hour in Winchester
while motoring with
friends from London to
Dorset for a sketching
holiday. My impressions
of the ancient capital of
England were, therefore,
rather hazy and I had
always wanted to see the
place again and more
thoroughly. A week or
so ago the opportunity
arrived and I was able
to compare the City and
its Cathedral with my more familiar Canterbury.
Both ancient cities have certain things in com
mon; they are situated in valleys flanked by
hills; they are dominated by their respective
great churches and are teeming with history. It
is difficult to be impartial in one's judgment and
all the time I was examining Winchester I was
saying to myself*. "Is this as good as Canter
bury?" or "Is this better . .. ?" On balance
I consider that Canterbury wins easily. In the
first place its Cathedral is infinitely finer in every
respect. I found myself wholeheartedly in
agreement with a friend's opinion of Winchester
Cathedral. He says it is a magnificent barn. It
would be churlish to leave it at that for it contains
especially in the nave many beautiful architectural
features, but I confess that I found the number
of episcopal tombs somewhat monotonous,
although those which contained unclothed
effigies of past prelates possess a macabre
fascination.
The close is pleasant but compared with the
lovely and spacious Precincts of Canterbury it
looks like the yard of a big parish church. The
squat tower is dwarfed in every way by our
wonderful Bell Harry Tower.
THE COLLEGE
I was unable to get more than a peep of William
of Wykeham's scholastic foundation, the cradle
of famous men and Socialist Chancellors of the
Exchequer. The reason for this was that Win
chester College is more cut off than the more
ancient establishment of Canterbury where all
the school buildings can be viewed without the
aid of that depressing institution, the official
guide. At Winchester they have set hours for
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visitors. The Collegians were not in residence
but their baggage was piled high in the Porter's
Lodge against the arrival of progressively minded
youth.

composition it has everything and I saw it the
other day in conditions which could not be
bettered. Light, colour, clouds and everything
perfect. Unfortunately, we have always been on
the way to somewhere when I have seen it, but
if the Fates are kind one day I'll go there alone
armed with the tools of my trade. But I. shall
never do it justice.

THE. CITY
Winchester, apart from its Cathedral, College
and Close is a nice enough City and its main
street has features of beauty and interest. There
are examples of pleasant Georgian architecture
and I thought the more modern facade of the
barracks of the Hampshire Regimental Depot
infinitely more impressive than that of our old
Canterbury Depot. It has, incidentally, a garden
in front of it which deserves the highest com
mendation. The environs of the City are of a
drabness that has become too depressingly
common in England;
CANTERBURY
A fortnight later I spent an hour in Canterbury
and I found myself asking: "Was I too hard on
Winchester?" I decided that I had not been.
Approaching it from Fordwich and Sturry, on a
road which in my boyhood I knew so well that
I could almost ride my bicycle along it blindfold,
I realised that this is not the best way into the
place I know so well. I always prefer the entrance
from Harbledown or, in a lesser degree, from
Thanington and Wincheap. I will not weary my
readers with these recent impressions of a place
they know so well but I cannot resist recording
my surprise (to use a very mild word) at some of
the architectural adventures which have occurred
in the bomb damaged commercial quarter.
I know that the question has been fought out
pretty thoroughly and that the problems were
great. None the less I marvel that having done
so well and so discreetly in Burgate those res
ponsible should have erected those stark brick
blocks in the main street. I am not one to ask
for Ye Olde' styles. I abominate them but
there is a scale and a proportion which should
have guided the architects. Let us leave it at
that. Anyway, it was good to be in the old place
again even for an hour.
FOLKESTONE
I
staying at Folkestone for a weekend.
It has become happily an annual event and once
again I renewed the pleasure this lovely seaside
resort gives me. We motored one day to Sand
wich, via Dover, and enthused as we always do
over one of the most magnificent sights in
England. I mean the view of Dover Castle
obtained from the Dover road after climbing the
great hill out of Folkestone. Looked at from a
landscape painter's point of view as a pictorial

ROMNEY MARSH
As in previous years we could not resist the
lure of this great marsh and we ambled along at
a comfortable thirty by the winding roads to
Rye for lunch. If there is anything in the old
country theory that an abundance of berries
portends a hard winter we are surely in for one.
Never were the thorn trees so heavily laden or
so red. As for Rye it remains as always unique
in situation and atmosphere. Some people think
that it is "too good to be true". I see what they
mean but can never wholly agree that the com
ment is deserved. But I had the privilege, not
long since, of living near it and getting to know
it better than the tourist can.
EASTWARD HO!
In a few days we shall be on the move to less
familiar parts. We plan to spend the winter on
the fringes of outer London and Epping Forest.
Chance has decided this uprooting from Kent.
It remains to be seen how this change will affect
us. Maybe our impressions—or some of them—
will find their way into these columns. But
I know that wherever we go we shall always be
thinking of our own county.
SILVER SPOON
If any readers of these notes enjoy a good book
of reminiscence I recommend Lord Grantley's
Silver Spoon. The author unhappily died soon
after its publication a short time ago. It is a
racily written record by a man who is candid
about himself and who got a lot of fun out of
life. As the Honourable Richard Norton he
made, after various vicissitudes, a name and
place for himself in the film world, but the best
part of the book is the account of his earlier life
as an often irresponsible but never very repre
hensible young aristocrat in a world that vanished
for ever in August, 1914.
In an entirely different way another recent
book of reminiscences is equally worth reading.
The author of the stupendously successful farce
of Service life, Worm's Eye View, which broke
all records for a Londonrun, has told his
personal story in a book called Bird's Eye View.
It is the success story of a man who started with
out any of the advantages of Lord Grantley.
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He is even more candid than the Peer and his
account of his schooldays and of the time he
spent as a reporter on a provincial newspaper
are extremely diverting. I am sorry to say I did
not see the stage play, but the film in which
Ronald Shiner also played the leading role was
good farce. R. F. Delderfield, the author, had
luck but his book shows how hard he worked
for it.

*

*

Beneath Bell Harry

A

CTIVITIES over

the past few weeks
have been few, and
with the passing of the.
summer, sporting activi
ties have been confined
to hockey, soccer and
rugger trials, all of
which have shown great
promise,
particularly
the latter, for they
managed to defeat 24
H.A.A. Regt., R.A., in
the first round of the
H.C.D. Rugger Cup.
The end of the month
produced the usual problem of audit boards
and with the absence of Mr. Haynes numerous
officers were to be found burning the midnight
oil in the Mess. Of these Moggie Catt was
prominent proving to all that an adding machine
is obsolete.

*

Regimental Gazette
SUPPLEMENT TO THE. LONDON GAZETTE OF TUESDAY, 31ST
AUGUST, 1954, DATED FRIDAY, 3RD SEPTEMBER, 1954
TERRITORIAL ARMY
NATIONAL SERVICE LIST—INFANTRY
THE BUFFS.—2nd Lt. (Actg. Lt.) N. M. Howland
(413592) to be Lt., 4th Sept., 1954, with seniority 26th
June, 1954.
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF FRIDAY, 3RD
SEPTEMBER, 1954, DATED TUESDAY, 7TH SEPTEMBER, 1954
REGULAR ARMY—INFANTRY
RESERVE OF OFFICERS

The BUFFS.—Class III.—Lt. J. R. Sambrook (406420)
from T.A. Nat. Serv. List to be Lt., 3rd Sept., 1954,
retaining his present seniority.
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF TUESDAY, 14TH
SEPTEMBER, 1954, DATED FRIDAY, 17TH SEPTEMBER, 1954
TERRITORIAL ARMY
NATIONAL SERVICE LIST—INFANTRY
THE BUFFS.—2nd Lt. M. Labbett (428808) is granted the

actg. rank of Lt., 16th Sept., 1954.
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF FRIDAY, 24TH
SEPTEMBER, 1954, DATED TUESDAY, 28TH SEPTEMBER, 1954

Brigadier Stronge paid a welcome visit accom
panied by Richard Ravenhill. The latter on leave
from Kenya. Colonel Connolly was again a
frequent visitor both on official and unofficial
business.
The major item of news was that of Sgt. Laker
completing his 40th year of service, and official
sanction was given for his extension of service
to extend for yet another period of three years.
The success and efficiency of the Depot is again
assured.
*

*

*

REGULAR ARMY—INFANTRY
SHORT SERVICE COMMISSION

W.O.'S AND SERGEANTS' MESS

THE BUFFS.—2nd Lt. J. M. M. Durban (427803) to be

Lt., 18th Aug., 1954.
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF TUESDAY, 28TH
SEPTEMBER, 1954, DATED FRIDAY, 1ST OCTOBER, 1954
REGULAR ARMY—INFANTRY
SHORT SERVICE COMMISSIONS
THE BUFFS.—Maj. M. G. O'Geary (161359) relinquishes
his commn. on completion of service, 1st October, 1954,
and is granted the hon. rank of Maj.
Lt. J. A. Kirby (259440) (Empld. List 4) to be Capt.,
8th September, 1954.
REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS—INFANTRY
CLASS III—SHORT SERVICE COMMISSION
THE BUFFS.—Capt. R. E. Papworth (156129) (Empld.

List 4) from Active List to be Capt., 1st October, 1954,
retaining his present seniority.

I commence these notes with the news that we have at

long last beaten our rivals, The Queen's Own Royal West
Kents, at cricket, and brought back to Canterbury the
famous "Ashes". The last time that the Ashes resided
here was far back in 1935. The battle for the Ashes took
place at Maidstone on 8th August and the team was as
follows: R.S.M. H. White, R.Q.M.S. Howe, C.S.M.
Seymour, C.S.M. Fagg, C/Sgt. Belcher, Sergeants Patridge,
Bryant, Colyer, Regan, Dean and Cain. Scorer: C.S.M.
Rose. The team, plus spectators, including the wives of the
players, were soon made to feel at home at the R.W.K.
Depot, and at 1430 hours in very dismal weather con
ditions we proceeded to the scene of battle for the Ashes.
We really meant to avenge our defeat of the previous year,
when we were beaten by one run. R.Q.M.S., our skipper,
won the toss, and wisely decided to bat first. The Band
of the R.W.K.R. played us on to the field of play, to the
tune of our Regimental March and the battle of 1954 was
on.
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Connolly paid us a visit, and just could not resist going
back to the School for his spot on rifle and joining in the
shoot. Then Sgt. Villhaber (late the Buffs), the Pakistan
flyweight, came roaring down the range on his motor
cycle; finally Sgt. and Mrs. Floyd arrived, and so a real
Buff atmosphere was created; it's so nice to.know that
the saying, "Once a Buff, always a Buff", is so very true,
and if only , we could instil that spirit amongst the younger
ones leaving the Regiment, to assist and take over from
the grand old boys who are keeping the Regimental
comradeship going at the moment, we should have at
least lived up to our motto.
The social life continues in the Mess, but due to hop
and fruit picking, etc., we don't see so much of our
members as we normally do; still, no doubt we shall be
back to normal by the end of the month. We are sorry
to report of the illness of our Cook Sergeant, Sgt. Perry,
and sincerely hope that he will soon be back with us.
R.S.M. Fa.ulkner has also had a bout of sickness; but has
now recovered and popped off on leave again.
C.S.M.Diamond caused a minor panic recently when
thinking he heard the Fire Alarm being sounded, roared
out of his office, causing his staff to wake up, etc., rushed
the M.T. arid Company of the square, frightened the
W.R.A.C.S. out of their lives, and when asked by the
senior officer present, "Where was the fire?" was not
certain, until a civilian, who had been cleaning the boilers
in the Cookhouse, came out and said it was.him knocking
the paint off the boilers, and was "Legs' " face red. Sgt.
Laker also caused a minor sensation recently by visiting
the M.O., being passed fit, and promptly signed for
further service, to add another chapter to his long service^ ,
Must be the Canterbury air.
It is with pleasure that we hear that the 1st Battalion
will soon be back in U.K., and as most of us have served
with the Battalion until recently it gives us all the more
pleasure to see them once again.
We welcome into the Mess Sgt. Haylett, and riiay he
enjoy his stay with us. C/Sgt. Forster and Sgt. Jackson
are due for West Africa shortly, and we wish them well
in their new stations, and not to forget us here at Canter
bury. The R.S.M. attended the London Branch of the
Past and Present on the occasion of their .Annual Dinner
and Dance, and met many old friends of the 2nd Battalion,
including Perry (the Boxer) and Skinner, known as Ginger,
and for his running in the Battalion Team.
In conclusion, all the best to all Buffs, past and present.

Our opening pair started off in merry mood, Sgt. Bryant
clouting a ball .into the tennis courts for a six, and we
proceeded to punish the bowling to the extent of scoring
117 all out. This was a reasonable score on a wet wicket
that was beginning to take spin. The R.S.M. instead of
his usual duck, managed to hit the hundredth run, and
stood still to admire his stroke, found Sgt. Partridge at
the batting end as well; yelling "Run, Run", etc. Our
chief scorers were, Sgts. Bryant, Partridge: Cain. Our
opponents going into bat, soon fell into trouble from our
bowlers, namely Partridge, Bryant, and Cam; and were all
out for a score of 67, so victory was ours,< and even the;
ladies stopped knitting and nattering to clap.'
[.
The Commanding Officer of the <DepoU presented the
"Ashes" to the team after the match,; .with a few well
chosen words to the effect that the Buffs were winning too
many trophies from the R.W.K.s, and thatAye had better
look out as regards the "Hardy Cup", etc.,, in the. near
future. After a very nice tea, we were entertained to a
Band Concert, and then a series of games in the Sergeants'
Mess, which once again We won the lot, the "R.S.M.
getting double top to win the .gallon. So to the tune of
There's a luvely Lass, led by Mrs. Diamond, with
"Altogefer" by Sgt. Dean, we arrived back at Canterbury
having had a very successful day. We thank our friends
of the W.O.'s and Sergeants' Mess of the Depot Queen's
Own Royal West Kent Regiment, for entertaining us sq
royally. We look forward to the date of the Annual
Hockey Match when it is our turn to entertain.
The next event of the month was the Annual W.O.'s
and Sergeants' Mess Shoot. This took place at Hythe on
13th September. This year it was an allday affair and
fortunately favoured with good weather. The com
petition was on the same lines as the District Shoot, even
to having an Officer in the Butts. The shooting was good
and everyone was most keen, due no doubt to the very
valuable trophies and money prizes to be won. The final
results were in the balance, right up to last practice,
which took place after lunch had been taken. The bar
was very much in demand during this period. After
lunch, the falling plate competition took place, and at
approximately 1420 hours, the Commanding Officer
arrived with Major Snowdon, Major Watts, Capt. Carey,
Capt. McGrath, Capt. Pirn, Lieut. Catt and Lieut. Ward
to challenge us to a serious shoot. After this we all went
back to 500 yds. to finish off the competition proper.
The final results being: 1st, Sgt. G. Miller, 129 (4/5th
Buffs); 2nd, Q.M.S.I. Middleton, 122 (S.A.S.C.); 3rd,
Sgt. Cain, 117 (Depot); 4th, R.S.M. White, 108 (Depot).
Sgt. Porter (4/5th Buffs), Wooden Spoon.
FALLING PLATE COMPETITION.—1st Team—C.S.M.
Rose, C/Sgt. Belcher, Sgt. Dean, Sgt. Simmonds; 2nd
Team—C.S.M. Diamond, Sgt. Colyer, Sgt. Bean, Sgt.
Bryant; 3rd Team—CS.M. Seymour, Sgt. Haines, Sgt.
Raines, Sgt. Jackson.
RESULTS OF OFFICERS V SERGEANTS SHOOT. Team of four.
Officers, 421; . Sergeants, 450. Capt.. McGrath shot very
well to score 136 for the Officers. Better luck next time,
gentlemen.
POOL BULL. WINNERS.—Major Snowdon, Capt. Carey,
Lieut. Catt, Lieut. Ward. C/Sgt. Webb, C/Sgt. Day, Sgt.
Miller, Sgt. Raines, Sgt. Goylan and Master Lionel White
(son of the R.S.M.).

The Commanding Officer then kindly presented the
Prizes, and so yet another annual event had been most
successfully organised and enjoyed by all.' A word of
thanks to ,R.S.M. Turmaine and O.R.Q.M.S. Camp for
their valuable assistance. During the day Colonel J.

. CORPORALS' CLUB ;
There have been a few changes in the Club this past
month. We said "Goodbye and Good Luck" to Tony
Roberts and John Downes on their journey into Civvy
Street and welcomed into the Club Cpl. Winter from the
1st Battalion, L/Cpls. Jones, Lewry, Griffiths, Morris
and Finnis, who recently received their first "tape".
Ray Batchelor and Nobby Parker are still sweating
away on T.P.s at the Small Arms School, Hythe, while
Fred Cunnington and Bernie Howe have just completed
a uriit Cadre here on which they had the company of 13
Bombadiers of the Royal Artillery, who went back to their
own unit and after a few days swept the board at their
Brigade Rifle Meeting. Full marks to Bill Wilson who
helped instruct them.
Our social life was brightened this month by a very
successful quting to Southend, where an exciting if
expensive time was had by all with much fun in the dark
areas of various Crazy Houses and grand mixups on the
BowlSlide "Good Morning Bill". Upon assembly at the
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Parry, R. F., M.C
Connolly, J. F.. D.S.O.

CAP PAINS—continued

LIEUTENANTCOLONELS

...

T/Brig. Conidg.3rd Inf. Bde. Arab Legion.
Chief Instructor, Hythe.

MAJORS

T/Lt.Col., Officer i/c Field Records,
FARELF.
T/Lt Col. 1st Bn.
D.A.A. & Q.M.G.. H.Q. Aldcrshot.
T/Lt.Col. MA Copenhagen.
Att. Depot.
Att. Home Counties District.
1st Bn.
CRMP Depot.
1st Bn.
T/Lt.Col., Ministry of Supply.
DAAG. G.H.Q., E. Africa.
6 Travelling Wing.
O.C. Depot.
2nd Bn. The Gold Coast Reg., RWAFF.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
4/5th Bn.
1st Bn.
Hospital, U.K.
KAR Depot, E. Africa.
Depot.
G.S.O. 2 H.Q. Malaya
G.S.O. 2 (1st) H.Q. Malaya
R.M. Officers School, Lympstone.
1st Bn.
R.M.A. Sandhurst.
Alt. Depot.

Jelf, A. G
Grace, H. R.
HarrisSt. John, B. J.
Lewis, P. J. ...
Bailey, N. T.
Yates, G. H. A.
...
Edlmann, E. L. C., M.C.
Rawlings. A. C., M.B.E.
Horlcy, B. M.
May. J. F.. M.B.E....
Ravenhill, R. A. C—
Plumptre, P. B., M.B.E.
Dendy, R. H.
Majendie, A. E.
Lucas, J. P. ...
Norris, N. F. H. C.
Crichton, R. F., M.C.
McGrath, B., M.C....
Blaxland, W. G.
Gay, A. W
Montgomery, D. ...
Morgan, F. de R., M.C.
Poulsen, N. D.
Cox, E. G„ M.C. ...
Collins, H. A.
Critchley, L. P., M.B.E.
Worts, J. B., M.C. ...

Dent. J. E
MacDonald, E. W.
Marshall, F
Dubois, G. E., M.C.
Peckham, A. D.
Squire, S. J. ...
Thornevcroft, F. E.
Willows. D. A
Wilson. P. F., D.F.C.
Hamilton, C. M. ...
Gatehouse, H. R. ...
Griffin, C. J.
Webber, J. W.
Pirn. A. H. E.
StratfordTukc, R. A.
Brigstocke, W. F. ...

4/5th Bn
G.S.O. 3, (SD) G.H.Q. East Africa.
W.O.S.B. Barton Stacy
6th Bn. K.A.R., East Africa.
Malay Regt.
1st Bn.
Adjt. 1st Bn.
G.S.O. 3, 39 Inf. Bdc., East Africa.
Glider Regt., 2nd TAF., B.O.A.R.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
T/Maj. ADC to Fid. Marshal Mont
Depot.
[gomery Attd. SHAPE
1st Bn.
T/Capt. G.S.O. 3 Ind. Para. Bde. Gp.
LIEUTENANTS

6 KAR, E. Africa.
KAR, E. Africa.
T/Capt. Somaliland Scouts
Adjt. Depot.
T/Capt. 3 Btn. Parachute Regt.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
Hospital U.K.
Depot.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
Course U.K.
1st Bn.

French, B. G. J.
Lees. H. D
Dalgliesh, A. R. F.
Grugeon, J. D.
Mullins, G. O.
Mirito, I. G. ...
West, C. T. F.
Gatehouse, P. O. R.
Ward, M. W
Dracopoli, M. P. St. F.
Tcnnent, H. C. L. ...
Mitchell, P. J.
Pilcher, R. A.
Baker, R. W. M. ...

2ND LIEUTENANTS
CAPTAINS

Semmence, R. G. H.
Court. D. N.
GordonWilson, N. F., M.B.E.
Nash. J. P.
(Trench Blake, M. A. O B. ..
Iliffe. R. O
H ads liar, G
Dunglinson, W. G. H.
Barrett, D. P. R

T/Maj. 2 Malay Regt.
T/Maj., G.S.O. 2 E. Africa.
A.F.D., Aldcrshot.
G.S.O. 3 L/AW War Office.
Stall College.
Att. Depot.
T/Maj. DAAG H.Q.. Nigeria District.
Depot.
1st Bn.

RymerJoncs, J. A. ...
Edgecombe, G. J. B.
Luun, J. M
Lea, R

...

QUARTERMASTERS

Watts, E. H. F.
Killc, W. E. ...
Catt, A. H. ...

...
...

Short Service Commissions
MAJORS

Ford. E. N., M.C.
Todman, N. E. H.

Carribcan Area.
E. Anglia District.

CAPTAINS

Minard, F. G.
Stewart E. B.
Brooke, C. W.
Carey, R., M.C.
Robertson, R. J.
Elliott, N
Kansley E. J., M C.
McGrath, G. A.
Fakley, J. F.
Butcher, D. A. T. .
Roseberry, L. S.
Marshall, J. V.

4 Int. Tr. Team S. Command.
H.Q. H.I. Hook Grn., B.A.O.R.
Bermuda Regt.
H.C B. Depot.
H.Q. Nigeria District.
Aldcrshot District.
1st Bn.
1I.C.B. Depot.
W.O. H.C.B. Depot.
East Africa Training Centre.
S.I.B. & R.M.P.
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coach for the return trip, the celibate members were
entertained by amatory sounds from the darkness and
Messrs. Ward, Callender, Hardy, Lucas and A. N. Other
scrambled aboard at the last moment.
Johnny Burton is enjoying the sun in Italy at present
and denies that he is the reason for the recent emigration
of Gina Lollobrigida and Senorita Pampini, etc., to
England. The Italian Film Festival may have something
to do with it, but you never know.
A sad note was struck recently by the death in an
accident of Cpl. Frank Rolfe, Middlesex Regiment, who
was a A/P.T.I, at Wemys s Barracks and a friend of many
here. A wreath was sent by the Club and..we were
represented at the funeral by Alec Callender.
. Well, space is short, so we end with a note of warning—
never ride on the infernal machine known as the Rotor
after eating Jellied Eels and Cockles.

No. 1 COMPANY
These notes have returned to the writer diminished in
scope. The revival of the Corporals' Mess notes takes
away our chances of covering the more interesting of an
N.C.O.'s vices; while for other reasons we are prevented
from describing the fashionable gaieties of the Officers'
Mess which once gave these columns the wit and polish
of a Taller review.
In the Company, events were not startling last month.
The C:S.M., after a few wellphrased remarks, retired on
leave to Westmoreland to kill game.
We welcome Mr. Lea to No. 1 Company and hope, that
he will enjoy his stay with us: also Sgt. Hannaway, who
has returned to the Regiment after arduous service with
the Malayan S.A.S.
The return of an earlier draft who didn't quite make
Kenya .and the forthcoming arrival of over 60 N.S.M.
will make us an even busier and., numerous Company.
Earlier in the month we held a very successful cadre course
of R.A. N.C.O.'s under the industrious supervision of
Mr. Ward.
A recent audit caused ah unnatural stir of activity in
the offices concerned, an activity of which there was no
trace in the genial and casual manner with which the
auditors were received.
The church fete provided us with a pleasant afternoon's
entertainment, and we can only hope that it proved as
lucrative as it deserved.
After the warm, wet summer days, we are now settling
down to endure as well as we can what will prove a cold
and unpleasant winter, counting, in our spare moments,
the days to Christmas.
There is, however, one solid mark of achievement to
be recorded. The "Infantryman" has shown that the
Depot is wellplaced in recruiting National Servicemen
to Regular engagements, having obtained the highest
figures over the year in the Home Counties District.
And furthermore, The Buffs rank in fifth place amongst all
infantry regiments.
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1st Battalion

T

HE Drums have recent
ly acquired some new
recruits and have—for
Once—time to train them.
They practice assiduously
during most of the daylight
hours. To the South and
East bugles blow; to the
North and. West drums beat ;
one cymbal has been broken
(this is not in any way
astonishing). Readers will
therefore appreciate the rea
son for any shortcomings in
this editorial.
It was not altogether un
expectedly that the. date of our sailing was
altered. It is now on or about 25th November;
this is probably final and should mean our arrival
in England on 15th December or a little earlier.
Plans are already being made though they have
not yet reached the stage of preparations. To
crown the good news of our return for Christmas,
we have just heard that our Chaplain, Paymaster
(with his team) and doctor are all to come with
us. With so much at which to rejoice, there is a
tendency to wonder whether Fate is not lying in
ambush some distance along the future, armed
with the well known "blunt instrument".
However, there is no doubt about the brightness
of the near future and Christmas at home is
impatiently awaited.
The Commanding Officer has returned from
leave looking very fit and full of energy.. We
are delighted to welcome him back. We under
stand that the noises heard about this time may
be attributed to the penetration of the sound
barrier by Major Ernest Edlmann on his way to
Nyali leave camp. He has certainly earned his
leave and we hope he enjoys it. Our doctor,
Lieut. Nigel Walsh, has also been on leave—to
Zanzibar—with Lieut. Alan Vincent. The
doctor's demand, while bargaining for a" fiat,:
not to be "given the old stuff", was met with the
indignant response "This not . old stuff;; this
new stuff"!
Among visitors to Battalion H.Q! this month
has been a baboon. This animal inspected the
camp thoroughly, including the Adjutant's
office and C/Sgt. Barber's heels; the latter were
quite clean. A further report on this visit is:
given in the Orderly Room notes.
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The Battalion has really been making an all
out effort during operation "Gladiator", which
is to be our last operation in Kenya. Records
are not for publication, but the figures are small
for the effort expended. This, of course, may be
looked at in two different ways and we like to
think that our past and present efforts are the
cause of the small results now being experienced.
The men have, as always, carried out their task
with efficiency and good humour.
We have, with reluctance, seen 2/Lieuts.
Christopher Maule and Alan Vincent leave this
month to take up life as civilians; puf best
wishes go with them. We welcome 2/Lieut.
Wright who has rather astonishingly been'flown
out to the Battalion in time to sail home With it.
Nevertheless we are very glad to have hini with
us.
,:
Among the "bag" of visitors this month has
been the Director of recruiting, MajorGefferal
Whitfield, and Colonel Young, the wellknown
Police Officer now seconded to the Kenya
Government.
P.S.—The latest date of sailing is now
rumoured to be 1st December—but we still get
home in time for Christmas.

ORDERLY ROOM
The absence of any notes from this department for a
period of time is to be regretted. The 20th of the month
comes round with such rapidity that, before any ideas
can be put to paper, the Battalion's Notes have been
parcelled up and despatched.
The month of September has brought many changes.
For example, Capt. C.'M. Hamilton, after returning from
a course at Warminster, has been installed as Camp Com
mandant. As can be seen from any copy of Staff Duties
in the Field, a good Camp Commandant will always
ensure that Regimental Journal contributions aresubmitted
promptly, hence the Orderly Room's punctuality on this—
and future—occasions..
This year. Orderly Room Sergeants seem to have come
and gone like visiting Staff Officers from High Places.
Within the space of the last twelve months we have seen
no less than four in the exalted chair. The latest, Sgt.
Mans, who arrived recently from the Depot, has an air of
permanence about him which augurs a long stay. He has
a longstanding reputation as a boxer, and the Staff will
probably be thumped into compliance if other methods
fail.
Notwithstanding his short stay with the Battalion,
ColourSergeant Barber has always had the welfare of his
staff at heart. Since his arrival we have had installed a
wireless and a firstclass sporting information bureau.
The staff will be sorry to see him go, but our loss is M.I.5's
gain.
Although life at Thika has its advantages, there, are
sufficient diversions at Kerugoya to. prevent boredom set
ting in. The clerks are constantly being called on for
ambushes and patrols, and to their credit there is no
shortage of volunteers.

Although we haven't seen much wild life since arrival,
a baboon found its way into camp and was much photo
graphed. Its popularity decreased, however, when it
chased ColourSergeant Barber about halfamile and then
ambled into Captain Thorneycroft's office and chewed
all his pencils up. They say that Captain Thorneycroft
promptly drafted a permanent order to the effect that
severe disciplinary action would be taken against any
baboon found chewing the Adjutant's pencils. The "severe
disciplinary action" was interpreted very literally by the
Camp Commandant, who took the maximum action
possible under the Army Act and had the offending baboon
shot.
In conclusion, may we say how much we are all looking
forward to returning home at the end of the year, and hope
that when the Office is organised at Dover, old friends
will waste no time in looking us up.
WANTED.—A copy of ACI 515/53 to replace original
copy, worn and rendered useless by members of the
Regimental Band.
*

*

*

SIGNAL PLATOON
The past month has been a very busy one for the Signal
Platoon. The rest of the Battalion, with the exception of
H.Q. Company, has now moved up to the North in the
neighbourhood of Kerugoya, and Thika camp presents
an extremely bare appearance.
We say farewell this month to one of our oldest signallers
(L/Cpl. Bundock), who has finally arrayed himself in the
strange garb called "civvies". We wish him all the best of
luck in the future and hope it won't be too long before
we shall see something of him in England. His place in
the store has been taken over by Cpl. Pooley, who is also
i/c H.Q. Company Detachment.
We welcome to the Platoon Ptes. Fruish, Cranfield and
Hoare, also Pte. Booth, our first radio mechanic for a
very long time. He will certainly be kept busy.
Sgt. "Isca" Wright has taken a 22 and two 62 sets and
is well, settled in at Kerugoya; which is now Battalion
H.Q.
We extend our congratulations to Cpl. Hart on his
recent promotion; also to Cpl. Conhell on his fine per
formance at the Signals School at Hythe. At the moment
he is running a cadre course for the Mortar Platoon at
"D" Company.
Cpl. Pooley passed his Second Class Certificate of
Education with flying colours. Reception on the net is
good, all stations being loud and clear, or as the R.A.F.
say, "Strength five, loud and strong". Indeed, on one
recent occasion we created a precedent by passing a
message at 22.30 hours, a notable feat.
We would like to thank Cpl. Pearson of the Q.M.'s
staff, who has done some fine work in the last month
"scrounging" all the necessary parts and stores, which
were getting rather low. How he does it is strictly a
military secret.
*

*

*

THE DRUMS
Many tents have risen and fallen since we last submitted
anything to the Regimental Journal, and I'm sure our
millions of eager readers have been wondering what is
the reason for this unforeseen calamity. 'Phone, calls by
the score have been coming in from worried fans of
McGuinness 85; some even  thought it was because
"Curly" Willett had gone home, but let me squash all
rumours, once and for all; it was because we did not send
any. The reason? Well, to see the tents that have been
put up and taken down will give you some idea. Also, the
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Drums were attached to the Royal Northumberland
Fusiliers for some two weeks preparing for the Tattoo,
described below. The main show, which took place in
Mitchell Park in Nairobi, was voted first class by every
body and the following day we again performed for the
benefit of the Africans. They also enjoyed it, so we think
it must have been good.
McGuinness 75 and "Twinkle" Duffy met their old
friends the C.M.P. down at Eastleigh and spent a most
enjoyable evening being entertained by them.
Un
fortunately for the show we were without the services of
"Peanut" Willett, and here I have a correction to make;
the last notes stated that Kenya was his first tour abroad.
I had forogtten, of course, that he was at Shorncliffe for
some time; as you know, that is quite some way from
Canterbury.
While down at Mitchell Park we met the Drummers
of the Devons. You can imagine the tall stories that went
on between us, but it was good to see them again.
On 15th September, four Drummers—Cpl. Willett,
Drms. Roberts, Duffy and Corrigan—were on parade
with the R.A.F. for the "Battle of Britain" Service, and
from all accounts their rendering of "Last Post" and the
"Arouse" brought tears to many eyes. We travelled
down from Thika in really first class style. The sanitation
truck was not available, so we had to pile into the ration
truck; it wouldn't surprise me if we had to walk down
next time (30 miles).
As you know by now, most of the Battalion have moved
to a sharper end, leaving the Drums and a few others
down here. For the last three weeks we have managed
about two whole days' practise, so we mustn't complain
about the easy time we are having.
Now the football season has started at home, you can
see McGuinness walking around with his little black bag
trying to flog tickets for a pontoon, while "Glen Miller"
Roberts follows him up with tickets for a sweep.
Cpl. Dipper (1 said Corporal) and Dmr. McGuinness 85
have just returned from leave at Mombasa. I just hate to
think of what happened to them; by the look of
McGuinness it was rugged.
Allen is away with the Army Boxing Team. We are
hoping he will be picked to represent the Army on their
forthcoming visit to Madagascar. (He was—and won
his fight, which won the contest for the Army.—Ed.)
Our young hand Drummers are settling down well.
Sanderson is getting used to things now.
Duffy has decided to leave the Army. So far he's tried
the K.P.R., the Kenya Police, the Boy Scouts, and now
he's after the K.A.R. (Confidentially he wants to be an
instructor in the Girl Guides.) We all wish him luck if
he goes.
Everybody is now looking forward to going home again
and this time we are hoping to stay there a little longer
than usual.
We haven't had the time to play much football lately.
We had two games last month against 39 Infantry Brigade
H.Q., which we won 4—2 and lost 6—2 respectively.
We also played Thika Prison Staff twice and came out
winners 2—1 and 4—0. We have just won our first game
in the SixaSide Knockout Competition. We hope to
win it and we think we will; 50 "Clipper" are not to be
sneexed at, you know. ("Clipper" are locally made
cigarettes.)
Congratulations to Cpl. Dipper on obtaining his second
stripe and L/Cpl. Olerenshaw on his first;
he promises
to keep away from Eastleigh airport.

DOUBLE TOP.

"A" COMPANY
It was with misgiving that some of us scanned the
dustcovered faces of the Company Commander and the
2 i/c when they drove into our comfortable camp in
the Ithanga Hills one day in July. They had just returned
from a recce with the C.O. of a new position. Their
impressions, though vague, were not encouraging. The new
site, according to Major McGrath, was somewhere to
the North, and occupied at the moment by a company of
K.A.R. Capt. Gatehouse was even less expansive and
had little to add. He appeared visibly shaken by the whole
trip, but we were not to know at the time that it was
merely the experience of sitting in a back seat while the
C.O. was driving that had temporarily deprived him of
his powers of speech.
Another select party visited the new company site early
in August. On their return the expression on C.S.M.
Champion's face, seen behind clouds of pipe smoke,
registered complete disgust. C.Q.M.S. Mannering was
no more reassuring. The area was wet and muddy; water
would not drain away; and the place was enshrouded
in a cold, damp mist. He at least knew what it was called,
and we were able to look it up on the map. Kiburu was
just East of the main road from Thika to Nyeri, in the
native reserve and some hundred miles from Nairobi.
The Company was therefore prepared for the worst
when a convoy of thirty 3ton lorries trailed northwards
on 18th August laden with all our old belongings and
also our newlyacquired P.W.D. structures. This unusual
load consisted of numerous corrugated iron and wood
sections, lengths of piping, taps, duckboards and so forth.
Later, with the able assistance of Pte. Garfield (on loan
from the Pioneer Platoon) these bits and pieces were to
spring up into prefabricated cookhouses, a drying room,
etc. We now even have our own water tower and plumbing
system, and the ablutions arc fitted with showers. These
amenities have gone a long way to making life tolerable,
and thanks to some hard work by No. 3 Platoon, who came
on ahead as advanced party, we find that our original
fears were ungrounded. The new camp is in many ways
better than the old.
Since our arrival here we have had to bid a fond farewell
to 2/Lieut. Alan Vincent, who assured us that he would
still find time to think of the Company occasionally during
his studies at Cambridge. No. I Platoon have now been
left to the ministrations of Sgt. Bird, and it is said that he
can now continuously be heard clucking protectively over
his brood. The Platoon recently expressed their somewhat
dubious appreciation of his efforts in a request programme
on the local radio.
Other stalwarts we are sorry to have seen return home
include Cpls. Coleman, Williams and Mount. We wish
them the best of luck in the future. L/Cpl. Worrell, ever
in need of a haircut, is now administering to our needs
in the canteen, and L/Cpl. Cullen officiates with un
expected aplomb in the ration store.
From No. 2 Platoon comes the rather surprising news
that an owl recently settled on the unsuspecting head of
Pte. Pollard, whilst on a night ambush. It is not clear
who was the more startled of the two at the encounter,
but we should be interested to hear from any reader of
the Field who can recall a parallel case.
2/Licut. Graham Turner has returned from leave in
Zanzibar. He is unnaturally reticent about his activities
there, but he was apparently fortunate enough to have
the R.M.O. continuously in attendance. Incidentally,
he is being strongly tipped to fill the post of Baggage Officer
on the boat going home, a job for which he is doubtless
well suited.

[287]

THE DRAGON
Now that we are back at the socalled "sharpend",
we find that we are continuously out on some sort of
job or other. The Company has taken part in a number
of Battalion operations during the past month, acting as
either "stops" or "sweeps". Various villages have been
cordoned and the inhabitants successfully screened.
Patrols have been out by day and by night, and a No. 2
Platoon patrol led by Cpl. Hansen recently recorded our
first kills in this area.
2/Lieut. Michael McGowan and No. 3 Platoon have
spent ten days in the forest taking part in a battalion
operation, during which they discovered two unoccupied
Mau Mau hides. Tall stories about herds of elephants
have been passed off by the remainder of the Company as
"just a lot of that old stuff", and claims for rations to be
written off as "trampled on by wild beasts" are no longer
entertained. The Platoon were allotted four miles to help
transport rations. Our sympathies go to two men of the
new draft who attempted to load a box of compo onto
Cpl. Barnden as he bent down to pick up a cigarette end.
Another case of mistaken identity, it seems.
Lastly, we have to congratulate two of the "brains of
the Company. Sgt. Rowland has passed his 2nd Class
and Cpl. Goodwell his 3rd Class Certificates of Education.
We hope to be able to report further successes in this line
in our next issue, for one or two even more illustrious
personages are taking part in another examination
shortly.
*

*

*

"B" COMPANY
Although it is sure to appear in this edition of The
Dragon at least five other times, we must also express our
joy at the latest news of our return to England. This is,
of course, with apologies to the man who said that it is
not really so good since now he will have to spend a lot of
money on Christmas presents! Shame!
In spite of the fact that the pace is now slowing down,
we still wonder whether the early mornings are going to
be spent sleeping or "sweeping". The Company has now
been out on a large number of these early morning sweeps,
very often moving into other Company areas to do them.
But we regret to say that, up to date, we have not even
had a contact. On one of these early operations the
Company rose at 0115 hours in order to be in position
surrounding Sagana (a local socalled "town" of one
shop) well before dawn. The first phase was much more
successful than we had hoped, since scores of Africans
were detained, including some who turned out to be
wanted men. The second phase, however, was not nearly
so much to our liking. We had to sweep through some of
the worst country that we have yet encountered out here,
consisting of a solid mass of thorn. This "bush" had to
be searched very thoroughly indeed, because underneath
it is a favourite place for the Mau Mau to build their hide
outs. To get through it necessitated our crawling some
times for hundred of yards on our hands and knees.
That was our first meeting with this special type of "bush"
and since then we don't seem to have been able to get
away from it, since we have encountered it on every sweep
since.
The Platoons at the same time have had their own
areas to look after, and this has meant constant patrolling
and ambushing. However, at the end of August, Lieut.
Ian Minto and the Mortar Platoon came to our assistance,
and spent a busy eight days with us. After the first
operation, with the whole Company surrounding the
target area, they did a number of other tasks in con
junction with individual Platoons, mortaring thick woods
and valleys. We would like to let them know how much
we appreciated their kind message of thanks, and look
forward to seeing them with us again.

A welcome break from patrolling came in the shape of
"train ops". We had the task of holding up the trains
passing through the Company area, and in conjunction
with the Police, searching them for Africans without their
legal documents. The most popular train was the after
noon "up" train from Nairobi, since it was customary
for those taking part to take afternoon tea while travelling
on to the Halt, which is quite close to the Company camp.
On September 8th, No. 6 Platoon moved out on detach
ment, about six miles away from the Company. They are
still wondering which came first; whether Lieut. John
Davison chose the site fror the Battalion Rifle Range
before or after their camp site was chosen. However,
they can't really grumble, as with the exception of an
invasion one day last week, when all tbeCompany shooting
teams came to fire off to find a Battalion Team, they have
not been unduly molested. .
Our thanks go to Bandmaster Sharpe and the Band
for the truly excellent concert that they gave at Kianjege
on 7th September. Many things could be said which are
best left unsaid, but it was apparent that everyone was
enjoying the evening immensely, and that nobody wanted
the Band to stop playing. We eagerly look forward to
another visit from them, and hope that it will be soon,
and that next time they will be able to stay longer. A
special word of thanks to L/Cpl. Lace and all his helpers
who contributed towards the evening's success with a
very good buffet.
Last month we passed some comment about Sgt.
Histed's efforts on the roof of the Sergeants' Mess. As
predicted by some, the area around the chimney caught
fire one evening, and, where the fire burned the thatched,
corrugated iron has now been put in its place. The actual
Mess was then, in theory, fairly safe, but not the Mess
Cookhouse apparently, since that caught fire the following
night! We are glad to report that nothing of value was
destroyed and that now the Sergeants' Mess has again
achieved its usual high standard of comfort.
The "New Draft" of the last month's notes were, at the
beginning of September, between the Devil and the Deep
Blue Sea. Qne dayjthe^ would be out with the Platoons
taking an easy role in an operation, and the next day
they would be training under Sgt. Spiers. However,
during the second week of the month they finally joined
the Platoons for good and immediately took on the tasks
of trained soldiers. Sgt. Spiers is how taking an N.C.O.'s
Cadre Course, to make sure that all our N.C.O.'s are au
fait with the latest weapon training amendments. We
recommend to him the exhortation, "Let's have you",
"but followed by "When I can get you" in brackets.
Among those who deserve special mention this month
is Pte. Lee, our dog handler. Eveiyone, except Pte. Lee,
thought that it was most amusing when, during an
operation, he was nipped by a dog; Pte. Lee survives.
A mention, too, for Ptes. Pile and Fuller, who succeeded
where whole Platoons have failed. When out looking for
some vegetables for the Officers' Mess one afternoon,
they found a Mau Mau "hide".
f Being out so much, we have had difficulty in noting
Familiar Sights Around Camp for this issue. However,
Major Norris still manages to collect the odd bird for the
Officers' Mess pot, and his permanent beater, Pte. Pile,
can be seen coming in from "Recces^ soaking wet, right
up to his neck. The only other "sight" that we have
noticed is C/Sgt. Newman's moustache (?).
Our most sincere best wishes and congratulations go
to the Company Commander and Mrs. Norris on the
birth of their daughter on 15th September. May her life
be a long and happy one, and may she soon develop a
taste for duck and trout, As a certain person pointed out,
it will be distinctly tricky if she doesn't!
,
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The thought for the month is: is it possible for our date
of embarkation to change again? Trying to guess the date
of our return, it has been said, has developed into a
bookmaker's nightmare.
*

*

*

"C" COMPANY
As has no doubt been announced elsewhere, the
authorities have revealed to us that we are now occupying
our last operational base in Kenya, and are due to leave
this country to reach home in time for Christmas; an
announcement which has raised our morale more than
any other could have done.
Accordingly we are making superhuman last efforts
to acquit ourselves with distinction in our area in the
shadow of Mt. Kenya. Fortunately the weather has at
long last taken a turn for the better and our camp is dry
and as warm as one could wish, being bathed in sunshine
for most of the daylight hours, while the roads are no
longer quagmires. So we are as comfortable as we could
expect. Our water systems continue to work, heaven be
praised, providing hot baths or showers, according to
rank, for all. Thanks to Sgt. Gray, our Kenya Regiment
Sergeant, whose invaluable and constant help is too
seldom recognised in these notes, we have even sufficient
dhobis recruited for the first time—so our clothes as well
as our bodies can be kept clean.
The open air cinema visits us frequently, and we had
recently a much appreciated visit from the dance band.
We enjoyed their efforts enormously—heaven knows
what the nearby Embu thought as the sound of the tom
tom and the wail of the saxophone shattered the usual
sinister quiet of the African evening: they must have
imagined that the biggest oath administering ceremony of
all time was in progress in the company lines.
We have been delighted to welcome back Capt. Squire
fresh from writing his booklet on forest tactics. He had
been with us for less than 24 hours when he was ordered
to organise a demonstration in the heart of Mt. Kenya's
forests for the visiting Commonwealth Parliamentary
Delegation. This he did with such effect that, at the end
of the show, one member of the delegation solemnly
took off his trilby and, standing to attention, said:
"Gentlemen, we salute you"—a very different expression
of opinion from that of certain other members from
U.K. who have favoured this country with visits earlier.
Thanks to the efforts of the Sappers, who have built an
excellent road nearly to the highest reaches of the moun
tain, we have been able to send No. 7 Platoon to the
highest level on a 10day patrol, while Nos. 8 and 9
Platoons have operated between the forest edge and four
miles inside. Our successes have not yet been anything
like in proportion to our operational effort, but, if there is
any justice, we shall have some really big results before
we leave.
Even Company H.Q. is fully operational and L/Cpl.
Newman, our medical N.C.O., takes a patrol out daily
with the task of burning native huts, now all the local
population have been "collectivised" (as the Americans
would say) into communal villages. It is to L/Cpl.
Newman's everlasting credit that he has averaged 28 huts
a day in his first week, even, on one occasion, persuading
(by the judicious discharge of a hand grenade in the rear
of their position) some 20 unwilling local bibis (native
women) to assist him in his task.
At present practically the whole Company is out on
48 hour commando patrols in the native reserve. During
these patrols we do not sleep except when there is no
moon, nor do we even brew up a cup of tea, but rather
eat only what we can carry in our pockets. This 48 hours
flat out effort is followed by 24 hours eating and sleeping
in camp, then out we go again.

In the deeper and longer forest patrols our heavy
baggage and rations are carried to the base by our gallant
troop of 12 packponies who, in the interim, can be seen
peacefully grazing around the camp. In appreciation of
their affection for "C" Company, one of their number
recently presented us with a foal while on operations—a
sterling effort by any standards; and we are told that
another member of the troop is soon to follow suit.
We have been delighted to see that the C.O., who lost
no time in visiting us on his return from a month at
Nyali leave camp at the coast, is back again, looking
exceptionally fit and refreshed. Sgt. Woodrow, too, has
returned to the fold, after a leave in U.K. so long that we
had given up hope of ever seeing him again. He seems
pleased to be back and celebrated his return by wounding
two terrorists and capturing a homemade rifle (the latest
model) within 72 hours of being back.
The Company Commander celebrated Capt. Squire's
return by going on 14 days' leave as fast as Pte. Rooker
in the "Champ" could carry him. On returning, he was
delighted to report that all evidence whatsoever of the
Battalion's former occupation of Thomson's Falls had
been obliterated by the hand of Nature. After a year, not
a brick, not a plank, not a hard standing, not a flower,
trench or tree remained. For some of us it will take longer
to obliterate the memory of the hideous discomfort and
depression we suffered there.
It can be fairly said that we are more cheerful than
we have ever been before in Kenya. There is plenty of
operational work to be done, we live in pleasant surround
ings and in reasonable comfort. L/Cpl. Goodey, our
faithful chef de cuisine (the cuisine being a No. 1 cooker
and "Genevieve", our homemade over, which is far more
efficient than anything produced by the Army School of
Cookery at Aldershot) continues to feed us extraordinarily
well. L/Cpl. McFarlanc has clearly mastered the art of
running the canteen, and L/Cpl. Sedgewick that of getting
us the best rations. The visions of the white cliffs of Dover,
the grey skies of a bitter English Winter and cigarettes at
3/8 for 20 seem somehow irresistibly attractive and are
getting nearer every day. And to one member of the
Company, the fact that he will only have to write two more
lots of Dragon notes has its appeal.
As one looks around and listens (while writing these
notes in a marquee, universal G.S., won from the Quarter
master after a bitter and bloody battle) in the incomparable
peace and beauty of the setting sun of a summer evening
in the shadow of Kenya's mightiest mountain, the scene
is somehow typical of a company camp in England, yet
in a very different setting. We are surrounded by thick
woods of wattle trees, now made beautiful by their yellow
blossom; the grass is lush and green beneath our feet;
we are deep in a part of the country inhabited entirely by
Africans and the indefinable smell of Africa, sweet and
rank, hangs in the air: one might be a million miles from
civilisation. Yet in this wooded paddock, formerly the
grazing ground for the cattle of the local native chief,
with its banana trees and thick tropical bush all around,
the sound of a dozen men kicking a football can be heard
50 yards away; four or five wireless sets are noisily record
ing the music of the Forces radio and Radio Nairobi; the
clink of cocacola bottles punctuates the evening air, and
the sound of the soldiery giving forcible expression of their
views of their neighbours mingles with the commands of
the N.C.O. mounting the guard.
Of one thing you can be certain. Long after we have
gone and the little hamlets of Kiandongoro and Kiamena
are forgotten to all the world save the handful of Kikuyu
and Embu who make their living here, the ghost of "C"
Company will remain. Perhaps, in years to come, the
witch doctors will stop their ceremonies in the stillness
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and mystery of an African night when the sound of a
ghostly British oath rends the air as a long forgotten mem
ber of "C" Company trips over a tent rope, or as the
Stijlness is broken by the cry "Code sign3 for control—
fetch Acorn to set", or as the voice of our one and only
Cpl. Wagstaff exhorts the guard to "To your duties
dismiss".
Even if most of us forget these corners of a foreign field,
they wlli remain for ever England, and those who live
beside them will remember us.

"D" COMPANY
Since our arrival in the Embu District most of the
members of Nos. 11 and 12 Platoons have again become
acquainted with the forest, although the tempo of forest
operations has not been as great as in the days in the
Nyeri district.
The Tracking team under Lieut. Cross had two more
successful actions before they left us, and No. 12 Platoon
achieved the distinction of killing the first Mau Mau
tracking dog. No. 11 Platoon captured 42 stolen cattle
on the forest fringe and for a short period the camp took
on the appearance of market day in a country town.
The Mortar Platoon have been terrifying the local
inhabitants for miles around, having spent a week with
"B" Company and are at present devastating "C" Com
pany area. In between shoots they have been training
selected men as drivers and signallers. L/Cpl. Mockler,
their 1ton truck driver, states that he suffers death agonies
four times a day.
The M.M.G. Platoon have continued training and are
also trying their hands at driving. To facilitate this, we
have been issued with a Class 5 vehicle of very dubious
performance.
With the aid of 100 Mau Mau "detainees" we now
have an airstrip next to the camp. The first plane touched
down recently and the pilot appeared to be satisfied.
When clearing the strip, we found two unexploded 500 lb.
bombs, which Sgt. Page blew up. He now knows that the
safety zone is considerably more than 50 yards.
2/Lieut. Simpson has been lent to the Inniskillings for
the remainder of this operation. We were sorry to see him
go and hope that he won't return to us with too much of
an Irish accent. Major Collins and Capt. Griffin have been
on leave. 2/Lieut. Hodgson is at present down at the
coast.
We congratulate 2/Lieut. Edgecombe on his record
with the East African Rugger team down in Rhodesia;
we are also impressed on how far two weeks' leave can be
stretched out.
Major Collins had to go to hospital for ten days, but is
now back with us. We hope that he is now completely fit
again.
We have regretfully said goodbye to 2/Lieut. Maule,
who has left us for what he imagines will be the luxury of
civil life.
We congratulateSgt. Cook and L/Cpl.s Rowe, Crust and
Ward on their promotion.
(See also page 299)

4th/5th Battalion

D

ECENTRALISATION
—the panacea for all
administrative ills—
applies also to Dragon notes;
or so a recent issue of Part I
Orders would have us believe
and a regular feature at
Willson's Road Drill Hall is
now understood to be the
methodical hunt for copy.
Camp this year was at
Tweseldown, under canvas
and rather on the doorstep
of Brigade Headquarters, but
that did not deter the more
hardy practical jokers. The
Officers' Mess was housed in quarters of sufficient
size to accommodate the many guests for a
Cocktail Party and it was a pleasure to see so
many old friends. The Colonel of the Regiment
was present and during the evening visited the
Sergeants' Mess and met Warrant Officers and
Sergeants of the Battalion. A successful Regi
mental Guest Night was the finale to a series
of social engagements; guests included the
Divisional and Brigade Commanders and the
Commanding Officers of the Queen's Own
Royal West Kent and the Royal Sussex Regi
ments. The pace was hot and clearly reflected
when the day of reckoning came.
Training was carried out on a Company basis
for the first week and later the Battalion as a
whole took part in Exercise Dracula which each
of the three units did in turn. By the time 4/5th
Battalion dugin around Firs Hill there were
sufficient stocks of "atomic" stores to make
every slit trench waterproof. Highlights of the
exercise were the spirited attack on Long Hill
by "C" Company (a retaliation for a rather
disturbed night at B.H.Q. ohe suspects), the
surprising appearance of the Brigade Major in
the guise of a somewhat incoherent survivor of
thq unit on our flank, and of course the mag
nificent swoop on the Lion's Mouth feature by
"A" and "D" Companies in the closing stages of
the battle. Visitors during training were the
G.O.C. Eastern Command and the Divisional
Commander.
Since Camp we have been mainly recovering;
but in case it is thought that life in the Territorial
Army is exactly as a nationally advertised
commodity portrays, let us record that we haye
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sent detachments to Canterbury for Remem
brance Sunday, entered teams for the Divisional
Rifle Meeting and Motor Cycle Trials, fired
Support Weapons at Lydd, attended other
Camps and had a most successful Officers'
Training weekend as guests of our affiliated
Gunner Battery. Details are included in following
paragraphs. The motor cycle team did very well
in the Divisional event and are entered for the
Eastern Command Trials in September.
With another training year before us specula
tion hightens as to Camp in 1955; the experts
tell us the battlefield will be Salisbury Plain—so
be it. Some of those D.S. solutions from the
School of Infantry will come in very useful!
*

*

*

RIFLE MEETING
The 44 (H.C.) Division and Home Counties District
Rifle Meeting was held at Hythe on 28th29th August.
1954. The weather, fickle jade, was kind to us and as
might be expected, the meeting was a very wellorganised
affair.
On this occasion however the T.A. units were required
to fire early on the Saturday morning and this rather
adversely affected the entries from the Battalion as it was
possible to raise only one team by that time. No out
standing results were obtained; in fact the team finished
in the bottom half of the Divisional entries. We were also
unfortunate enough to be knockedout in the first round
of the falling plate competition. The best shooting
appeared to be that of our redoubtable Quartermaster—
at least we can be assured that "B" Echelon will be stoutly
defended.
*

*

*

MOTOR CYCLE TRIALS
Once again the Battalion was represented by "A"
Company (Sandwich Detachment) in the 44 (H.C.)
Divisional MotorCycle Trials held on Sunday, 12th
September, 1954.
The team consisted of Cpl. D. Gogben (Captain),
Pte. D. Jones, Pte. B. Mills.
The meeting started from Gordon Barracks, Gillingham,
with a Map Reading and Road Run Section and ended
at Dibgate by midday.
Comparing the figures
for the morning's sections the
position of the Battalion team did not look too good,
but with the afternoon (which consisted of crosscountry
riding) a brighter outlook soon became noticeable.
Cpl. Hogben, although handicapped with a strange
machine and having received two very bad wasp stings on
his left arm during the morning, put up a very fine show
of perfect machine control on the steep descent at Blue
Sector, claiming 26 points.
Pte. Jones, who eventually claimed most points in the
team, did some very neat handling on Red Sector in the
Quarry and water splash gaining another 33 points
towards team placing.
Pte. Mills, our newcomer to trials work, did a splendid
recovery on Black Sector, footing only once to lose one
point on the four hazards and gaining 39 points.
To date the team placings are not yet known, but they
are going on to the Command Trials which take place at
Pirbright on 26th September.

For the individuals Pte. Jones excelled himself and won
a 21st Certificate of Merit for Riding Efficiency.
The final results were only obtained through their hard
training and good teamwork at which they laboured so
well during the past three weeks, riding twice weekly,
every weekend and spare moment under C/Sgt. Couzens,
who trained them and on the day of the trials went with
them giving them advice and encouragement endlessly.
The final individual scores of the Battalion team were
as follows:—
Cpl. D. Hogben: 123 points out of 200.
Pte. D. Jones:
151 points out of 200.
Pte. B. Mills:
117 points out of 200.
The final team score of the Battalion: 391 points out
of 600.
*

k

*

OFFICERS' TRAINING WEEKEND
Our thanks are due to Major Loakman, R.A., and his
band of enthusiasts for a diverting, as well as extremely
interesting, weekend in September at Brighton. Not
only weie we able to meet our opposite numbers in the
affiliated battery, but there was the opportunity of un
ravelling quite a lot of Gunner form. An exacting pro
gramme of rangework, communications drill and generally
finding out what happened at the sending end was carried
out—and even if the two senior officers concerned forget
everything they were told about rebroadcasting, they
most certainly will remember the weekend as being the
one on which thev were bid "Stop nattering and drink up
your beer"! We look forward to a return visit.
*

*

*

"A" COMPANY
The Company is now settling down to the more simple
tasks of compass work and map reading in readiness for
forthcoming exercises after their strenuous stay at
Tweseldown. Major Tilleard handed over command of
the Company to Major Balding for the second week and
so missed the delights of Exercise Dracula, including our
now famous attack on Kettlebury Hill. It is said that long
secret sessions with a coordinating committee may see us
taking part in a Festival of Remembrance at Ramsgate
and even C/Sgt. Gabriel has that preoccupied look of a man
about to blow a fanfare. There has been a spate of
inspections since our return and it may be that the cleaning
marathon is won—who knows? The next inspection due
is presumably the medical for our P.S.I., destined for
warmer climes with the 1st Battalion. He must be fit, for
he still undertakes his weekly pilgrimage to the arctic
regions of Canterbury and suffers subzero temperatures
without apparent illeffect. Following a recent visitation
to Willson's Road by K.T.A. representatives, it is under
stood that the ivy is being removed from the wall—no
longer then can we claim the song as our very own!
During August we have had to say goodbye to Lieut.
Sanger Davis on his being moved away from Thanet.
For a while Capt. Morgan had a worried look; but Capt.
Kiean took over the Canteen and really seems to be
enjoying looking after it.
*

*

*

Machinegunners must first of all offer congratulations
to Sgt. Hewitt, Cpls. Evans and McWilliam on their well
merited promotion.
The weekend 22nd23rd May was spent at Lydd, or
more strictly, a proportion of the time was spent at Lydd.
Eyes were (in accordance with that wellknown barrack
room ditty) a trifle dim on the Sunday morning on the
strike range and the rain was not entirely to blnme either!
A diningki night at the Sergeants' Mess plus whatever
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Messrs. Lambert and Jones were engaged upon was not
altogether conducive to observing strike, even at 900 yards.
Anyway, we had a good shoot and were privileged to wit
ness an exciting demonstration of punch firing which
quickly developed into a quite unrehearsed illustration
of the fall of shot at nought feet. Support Weapons Wing,
please note. All divots were, however, replaced before
leaving the firing point. It was nice to have C/Sgt. Gabriel
with us on that particular weekend, and we hope he will
come again—and bring the aspirins with him next time!
For annual camp we were joined by five machinegunners
from the Support Company area and were thus able to
operate as two sections—albeit a trifle thin on the ground—
during the second week. We hope Ptes. Butcher, Covey,
Iggulden, Marshall and Summers enjoyed their stay with
us and look forward to seeing them on the range at Lydd
in September. Tweseldown, we very soon discovered, was
not too bad when the sun shone (except for the curious
antics of Capt. Morgan's boots); but rain did more than
lay the dust, particularly in the training area, as we soon
found out—anybody else for a tow? For the very first
time we operated on wheels instead of tracks and were
able to experiment with the new dismounted action drill.
The Divisional Commander, MajorGeneral R. C. King,
inspected the platoon and witnessed a demonstration of
the new drill. He seemed well pleased at what he saw and
complimented us on our turnout. L/Cpl. Mirams,
between bouts of driving on the training area, was to be
seen sneaking over to the tank park to renew acquaintance
with his other lover, the Centurion. Aircraft recognition
was not a subject in the training programme; just as well
probably, since we had it almost every period—and on the
only fairly quiet morning the Queen's Own put in a very
dashing attack on us just as we were setting out section
areas!.
The main Battalion Exercise, "Dracula", promised to
be a sinister affair and there was a marked tendency
to have pick helves handy after dark. After a gruelling
bout of diggingin on the Firs Hill feature, those who had
scoured the countryside for "atomic" stores slept in the
dry; others spent a wet and disturbed night whilst raiders
flung thunder flashes at the Battalion H.Q. holy of holies—
complete with hurricane lamp! The final attack on the
Lion's Mouth went off with great elan and the reorgan
isation on the Kettlebury Hill feature was so speedily put
in hand that a flanking attack by the enemy ran right into
the fixed lines laid by Cpl. Evans' section perched some
250 feet on top of the hill. There was much anguish as
the Paratroopers were umpired out of the exercise—for
our part we were content to regain our breath and form
up for the journey back to camp. We received another
good chit for that piece of work. The next step is obviously
an outburst of M.G. badges to shew who and what we are.
Camp soon found out the experts and we became almost
selfsupporting in cooks and drivers. Ptes. Garrett and
Neville presided over the No. 2 Cookers in section areas
with good effect (whilst Platoon H.Q. rather cleverly
allowed "A" Company cooks to set up shop next door—
with obvious advantages to both sides); Neville and
Marshall were very soon translated from gun numbers
to drivers. The range takers operated fully throughout
camp and both Pte. Lambert and Pte. Harding were able
to collect their dividends by producing range cards when
the Platoon Commader least expected it.
We can surely rest on our laurels after our successes^
but the guns must be cleaned first!
September has opened quietly with a brief excursion to
Canterbury for a night firing demonstration; we are also
visiting Lydd and a fuller report will appear in the next
notes.

"B" COMPANY
Since last going into print, "B" Company has survived
the rigours of camp and the August recess and is now
settling down to the long Winter campaign. At camp we
were able to enjoy individual and company training,
combining with "Able" and "Charlie" Companies as
occasion demanded. Our darts team—frequent patrons
of the Prince of Wales, Whitstable—won the Battalion
Competition, and we came second to "C" Company in
shooting with L/Cpl. Priest and Pte. Fallon being second
in the individual scores. The results were most gratifying,
particularly as both "B' and "C" Companies are the
smallest numerically.

"C" COMPANY
The Company acquitted themselves very well at camp
and although thin on the ground, the quality showed
through every time. The training programme was varied
and seemed to be enjoyed—and I say this in all serious
ness—by most. On the Battalion scheme, L/Cpl. Farmer
and two wellknown characters erected a "Thing" with
pickets, nails and wire provided by beneficient Brigade
dump. It was heartbreaking to have to pull it down.
L/Cpl. (J. Arthur Rank) Wass provided Company H.Q.
with some excellent pictures and we wondered if they were
spotted by a certain helicopter seen flying about. The
Commanding Officer selected L/Cpl. Pressley's tent as
being the best in the Battalion Lines, and all the Company
did their best to present a neat and tidy picture. A map
reading competition between the Sections led to some
hard but excellent exercise—but not quite such excellent
map or compass reading! Finally, we were very proud on
winning the Battalion Rifle Competition, and our heartiest
congratulations and thanks go to Sgt. Thundow, Sgt.
Castle, Sgt. Saunders and L/Cpl.s Pressley, Webber and
Bloxham.
September has been spent so far in taking stock and
deciding how best our drill night can be spent. One or two
useful ideas have come to the surface and we hope to put
them into practice before long. Sgt. Saunders and L/Cpl.
Farmer are to be congratulated on being selected to fire
in the Kolar Cup and we wish them every success. Basket
Ball in various forms is gaining a strong hold in the
Company and we should be able to produce a useful team
in due course.
"D" COMPANY
During the past month there has been little activity for
the Company; most are just recovering from their
holidays, although we hear that Messrs. Housden and
Hollands are still keeping late nights. Attendances at drill
nights are still quite good and whilst excusing those about
to tie the knot, we wonder who will be the lucky one.
The Company netball team seem to be doing very well—
so far. They have beaten allcomers 8—3, 6—0 and 9—4
and now await a tussle with "B" Company. Watch out,
Baker Company!
October will be a very busy month with the Adoption
Ceremony and a Company Social on Thursday, 21st
October. All members past and present are cordially
invited to the social.
In closing, we would like to wish all members of the
1st Battalion the best of luck and "Happy Hunting" in
the land of Mau Mau and hope they willl soon be back
with us again.
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The antitank platoon had a very successful camp as
regards training and we reached a very high standard of
gun drill. We were fortunate this year in having more time
allotted to us for platoon training; the platoon com
petition was won by L/Cpl. Norwood's detachment and
the Commanding Officer's Prize by Sgt. Richardson's
detachment. Congratulations to both N.C.Os.; the differ
ence in points between all detachments was in fact very
little. Congratulations also to Cpls. Norwood and
Brooks and L/Cpls. Fedder, H., and Bailey on their
recent promotions. Next camp we hope the new junior
N.C.Os. will get the chance to run their own detachments.

Associate Life Members
1ST TO 30TH SEPTEMBER

Dover Branch.—Loram, A.

Annual Members

We had a very successful 17pounder shoot at Lydd on
12th September and after zeroing we obtained at least
90% hits on hulldown targets.

1ST TO 30TH SEPTEMBER
H.Q. Roll.—Lee, 2/Lt. R.
Hythe Branch.—Grocott, G. B., White, R.

L/Cpl. Bailey is now sporting a bruised nose after trying
to use it as a "stop, running back" on the open sight.
As he was recently married, this is causing some
speculation among his friends as to how the bruise came
to be there. He still insists, however, that he is the boss.
We hope this Winter to get on with some more advanced
training for our N.C.Os. and regular attenders so that
they will be completely trained on the 17pounder.
At camp this year the Mortar Platoon were visited by
the Divisional Commander, who watched a platoon
competition taking place; he seemed very impressed by
all that was going on. Drill Hall training has commenced
again now that our P.S.I, has had a month's leave after
two bouts of camp. On 12th September we fired the
Mortars at Lydd. Because of hoppicking our numbers
were small, but the time was well spent in practising the
N.C.Os. in, fire control. The platoon did well at camp
and were oh the ball throughout the exercise. Diggingin
and camouflage were carried out with such good effect
that the spotter aircraft could not detect our positions.
Finally, we must congratulate Cpls. Allen and Jones, who
have at last made the third one, and also L/Cpl. Beeslee
on his promotion to Corporal.
The Assault Pioneers had a very busy time this year at
camp. It went with a bang! Yes, command posts, mortar
pits and 17pounder pits were blown to order. With our
Platoon Sergeant well to the fore, we got through, even to
finding the compass which we had visions of paying for!
We can safely say that we made quite an impression on
Tweseldown—the biggest effort was about ten feet deep.
Our Platoon Commander is now quite expert in
demolitions after a bout of firm schooling by Sgt. Babbage.
Congratulations to L/Cpls. Bourne and Chacksfield on
their promotions and may they carry on the good work
next year.

JOIN THE
PAST AND PRESENT
ASSOCIATION

*

*

*

Grants
The total grants from the Benevolent Fund and the
World War 1939 Charitable Fund during the month of
September, 1954 are as follows:—
£ s. d.
Benevolent Fund
10 1 0
World War 1939 Charitable Fund
76 15 6

T

Annual General Meeting

HE Meeting was held in the NAAFI, New
Infantry Barracks,, on Saturday, 18th
September, 1954. The Minutes have been
circulated to Branches. Letters of apology were
received from London, Brighton and Denmark
Branches.
The Colonel of the Regiment's speech to the
delegates and the Secretary's report for 195354
are published herewith.
Remembrance Sunday will be held next year
on 7th August.
*

#



ANNUAL REPORT 195354
I want, first of all, to add my welcome to
Brigadier J. G. Nicholson as Chairman of
the Executive Committee, and to assure him
not only personally but on behalf of all Branches
that he will receive our utmost support in
furthering the work of the Association. We say
"Goodbye" very reluctantly to Brigadier Foster
Hall, who has guided our affairs so well over a
number of years, and I would like to express to
him my personal thanks for his help and en
couragement during my first year of office.
1 think we may look back on the past year, on
the whole, as a year of progress which includes
the reestablishment of the Canterbury Branch,
which is wellattended and going strong. The
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accounts have been published in The Dragon
and you are, I hope, satisfied that they are
healthy. According to my records, we have en
rolled 131 new life members during the period
under review and 59 annual members. In the
former category the 1st Battalion have recruited
well..
Which brings me to what I would like to think
is the theme of this meeting—RECRUITING—the
drive for more and particularly younger members.
We older ones will not be here for ever, and as
I visit your Branches, I would like to see the
younger men taking a more active part in our
affairs. I propose to discuss this problem at
greater length in my informal talk with you after
tea.
The amounts expended in welfare cases during
195354 were £441 Os. Od. from the Benevolent
Fund, and £477 Os. Od. from the 1939 World
War Charitable Fund. The cases helped from the
latter Fund were somewhat in excess of the
Benevolent Fund and I would ask you to notice
these figures particularly. We use the World War
Charitable Fund chiefly to assist those Buffs who
are not members of the Association, and it is,
I think, a reflection on us that they have never
been enlisted either during or after their service.
The Committee lately agreed to install bath
rooms in the four Cottage Homes at Broadstairs,
and this and other small necessary work has been
carried out, which has added to the comfort and
convenience of the occupants.
The Ladies' Guilds continue their very active
support of the Association's affairs, and are
always ready to lend a hand when necessary.
As regards The Dragon, in some miraculous
way we hold our own financially, in spite pf more
pages and photographs each month. This is due
almost entirely to revenue from advertisements,
but I must also refer to the support from the 1st
Battalion, who pay all the air mail postage on
their parcels, and also for all the blocks for their
photographs, and our thanks are due to them
for their support. I propose to discuss with you
after tea an idea for your members to receive
their copies individually by post so as to get
them earlier each month.
I cannot end my report without expressing
once more our very sincere thanks and appre
ciation to the Staff of the Depot for their ever
ready and invaluable support. Major Dendy is
always ready to place accommodation at our
disposal for our activities, and we owe a very
great debt to R.S.M. White and all those who
rally round him to make us all feel at home.

To C/Sgt. Webb and his Orderly Room Staff
we also owe our thanks for their help in office
affairs.





*

The Chairman's Speech
I wish that Brigadier Nicholson, the new
Chairman of the Executive Committee, could
have been here this afternoon so that you could
have met him personally. He presided over the
Meeting of the Executive Committee this
morning for the first time, but has had to catch
the afternoon train back to London. It will,
I know, be your wish that your thanks are con
veyed to Brigadier Nicholson for having taken
on this duty. He is a very busy man, as I well
know, and it is indeed good of him to find the
time to undertake the Chairmanship.
You will also wish me to express the deep
gratitude of us all to Brigadier Foster Hall, who
has just relinquished the appointment of Chair
man. He assumed the duty at that very critical
time in a Regiment's history, shortly after a
world war, when it is all important to ensure
that our peacetime institutions and arrangements
are set going again in good shape. The flourishing
state of our affairs at the present time is the best
possible proof of Brigadier Foster Hall's great
work on our behalf. I am glad indeed that he is
with us this afternoon and in a position, there
fore, to receive our vote of gratitude personally.
I am not going to dwell long on current
Regimental affairs today. I would rest content
by assuring you that the 1st Battalion, 4/5th
Battalion, the Depot, the Cadets and the Home
Guard are going great guns.
I want to pass straight on to my main theme,
which I might entitle "An appeal to youth",
I say with all respect that, at my various appear
ances at our Reunions, I view with some alarm
the average age of those attending! The saying
that "old soldiers never die" is not quite true.
The essence of our Association is its permanence.
We cannot last for ever and if that essential
permanence is to be maintained, we have simply
got to attract younger men into the Association
so that it can be carried on from strength to
strength. I am going to try to suggest the sort of
procedure which will accomplish this.
It divides itself, I think, into four stages:
(i) INDOCTRINATION
This stage rests firmly with the senior ranks
of the Depot. They must aim very high, and
though the aim may not be achieved in full, it
must be to send all recruits out of CANTERBURY
either life members or annual members of the
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Past and Present Association. Even if that cannot
be achieved, each recruit leaving this place must
be aware of the existence of the Association and
of its aims and objects.
(ii) CONTINUATION
This stage is the responsibility of the Battalion.
During the course of his Regular service the
young soldier must continually be kept aware of
the existence of the Association and what it
stands for. This can best be accomplished by
linking as many sporting and social activities
in the Battalion as possible with the Association.
On joining the Battalion, the young soldier joins
also his first Branch of the Past and Present
Association and he must be made to realise that
fact.
(iii) TRANSITION
This is a most important phase and the main
responsibility for its success lies again with the
Depot and in particular with the General
Secretary's Office. The soldier, when passing
from Army to Civilian life, must do so with a
talk from the Secretary fresh in his ears and with
some very short form of pamphlet, which explains
to him quite simply what our Association really
means. Not so much what he can get out of it,
but what he ought to put into it. At the same
time we must evolve a simple machinery whereby
Branches of the Association are notified of the
addresses at which men are going to live.
(iv) CONSOLIDATION
This is where you come in in a big way. Any
anglers among you will know that hooking your
fish is only half the battle. Once hooked, you have
first of all got to get the fish into the net and
then high and dry on to the bank. Only at that
stage is your catch complete. I want you, there
fore, to consider ways and means whereby the
young man fresh into civilian life, can be well
and truly netted by the appropriate Branch of the
Association. I believe, for one thing, you should
consider appointing an additional official to your
Branch Committees. You might call him your
Membership Secretary and it would be his duty
to contact personally new arrivals in your district.
I regard personal contact as very important
indeed. A letter is only slightly effective; a
circular is generally totally ineffective! Then
you must shape your Branch activities to appeal
to youth as well as to middle age. One way,
I suggest, of doing this is to give your younger
men real jobs of work to do. By doing so you will
automatically be making them feel part and
parcel of the show.
I know there will be some who will tell me I am
talking nonsense. There will be those who will

say that a man will come along to the Association
on his own and in his own good time. I believe
that, under modern conditions, that is no longer
wholly true. We are in competition today with
so many outside distractions: we have got to
face that competition in a businesslike way and
prove to the young entry that the Past and
Present Association is a real and worthwhile
part of their life.
I have admittedly only touched on the fringe
of this tremendous problem. You will be dis
cussing it in more detail with the General
Secretary later. Now I only want to express my
apprehension that, unless a real drive for recruit
ing is embarked upon at the earliest possible
moment, there will be no one in a few years to
take your places and to ensure that essential
permanence on which the strength of our
Association is so firijily based. If these few
random remarks have given you "food for
thought, they will at least have achieved their
object.




*

London Branch
A monthly meeting was held at the Prince Alfred, Tufton
Street, Westminster, on Saturday, September 00th, 1954,
at 7.30 p.m., with Mr. J. B. Annan in the Chair.
This meeting was notable for the absence of our Chair
man, Mr. B. Billings; also another very energetic Com
mittee Representative, Mr. Sam Lewis, who was on duty
representing our Branch at Canterbury.
The meeting opened with the Secretary reading the
Minutes of our last meeting, which were accepted and
signed.
Correspondence was read, which included a letter from
Colonel Argles giving us the latest news of our Branch
standard. Then a letter was read from Mr. Phelan, Jun.,
telling us the sad news of his father being very ill in
hospital with internal haemorrhage. I am pleased to say
that I have just heard that Mac is getting along now
slowly but we all hope surely. This sudden illness must
have been a bitter blow to him, because his mind was so
set on going to the Tottenham Branch of the Toe H, where
the late Mr. Pettifer was held in very high esteem, to give
the members some history of The Buffs. But he did the
next best thing, sending along three copies of the Short
History of our Regiment, which their Secretary was so
very pleased to receive. Well, Mac, let me say that all
members wish you a speedy recovery.
Also another grand Buff is Joe Goss, who is again
suffering with his leg. We are hoping, Joe, that you will
soon be well and fit again and that your appearance in. the
Branch room will not be absent for long.
The meeting had two items of great interest on the
agenda—the Branch Standard and the visit of the Sitting
bourne Branch. These discussions went on and reached
an agreement after a lengthy talk. We then asked Mr.
Collins for the uptotheminute data on our Dinner.
He told us that the number would be about 145.
A new member to be introduced was Mr. Perry, 1st
Battalion, and we hope that Mr. Perry will be a great asset
to our Branch. He's a very good Buff and a great sportsr
man.
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Whilst the Bun Penny collection was in progress,
I noticed Eddie Gould, Jock Clayton and Mr. Martin in
great conversation. Hallo, Jock's moving! Now he's
there with Messrs. Cotton and Cobb and that man again
Bill Everitt, looking very well. Also I notice Mr. Cousins
looking at the clock. I bet the wife's downstairs. Mr.
Odell tapping on the table. A good meeting came to a
riose with Charlies Wenham and George Hardwicke
having a shandy.
Result of the Bun Penny, 14/6. The ladies were asked
up and then a good time was had by all.
H.J.S.
*

*

*

DINNER AND DANCE
SATURDAY, 25TH SEPTEMBER, 1954

We were all very sorry the Colonel of the Regiment
could not attend owing to one of his many commitments,
which we all understand. We were very pleased to have
with us Brigadier Foster Hall, M.C., Lieut.Col. and Mrs.
Argles, Capt. and Mrs. Woodcock, Capt. Emery, Capt.
Davis and also R.S.M. White looking very fit and well.
The London Branch thank you gentlemen for your
presence. The guests of course outnumbered the members,
but it was a grand show. The dinner seemed to be to
everyone's satisfaction—anyway, there were no com
plaints! The dinner over, Mr. Collins (the Toastmaster)
asked for silence. The different toasts were carried out.
In one little speech, the Forty Thieves were mentioned,
but when it came to the final count, one seemed to be
missing, and turned out to be a C.Q.M.S. Any queries—
ask Colonel Argles. The Chairman in his speech said he
was sorry his wife wasabsent. She had had a little accident.
We were all sorry to hear about that, but he knew how
we missed her by our clapping. The speeches over, clear
the floor, the Band strikes up and the dance is on. So a
good time was had by all. Now let's thank the Toast
master and also the M.C. at the dance (Mr. Collins) for
the way they carried out their duties. Also the Dinner
Committee for helping to make this a great show, the
Chairman of the Ladies' Guild (Mrs. L. Coley) for the
kind words, and all the helpers who did little things to
make this all possible. So our Dinner and Dance for 1954
came to an end. About 143 sat down. Next year we hope
to make it 243. So here once again, many thanks to all.
H.J.S.
*

*

*

Ladies Guild
A meeting was held at the Prince Alfred Restaurant,
Tufton Street, o.n Saturday, October 2nd. Mrs. Coley in
the Chair.
The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
signed.
REGRETS were received from Mesdames Taylor, Tucker,
Hawkins, Odell, Norman, Cobb, Everitt, Cotton and
Timns.
CORRESPONDENCE was read from Major Watts and Mr.
Scott.
The Chairman announced that little Jane Yapp and
Jimmy Watts were both out of hospital.
Oar deepest sympathy to Mrs. Everitt in the sad loss of
her mother.
WELCOME.—We were very pleased to welcome three new
members—Mrs. Scawen, Mrs. Coombs and Mrs.
Braddock. Also it was very nice to see Mrs. Wittering
and Miss Barbara Cousens with us again.

LADIES' GUILD SUPPER.—The Chairman announced that
all names must be in by November 6th.
Mrs. Yapp thanked all members for their letter of good
wishes received while Jane was ill.
Raffles were given by Mesdames Annan, Kebbell,
Waters, Streeton and a member.
This being all, the meeting closed.
M.J.D.
*

*

*

Medway Branch
So far (the 27th) September has been quite kind to us
with its supply of sunshine—and how welcome it has
been.
And the Association Annual General Meeting produced
some more sunshine from the Chairman's opening speech
to the final subject to be discussed. Quite a lot could be
written about what took place on that Saturday afternoon,
the 18th, but it would be repeating what the Branch
representatives will already have told their respective
Branches and what may appear in other columns in this
issue of our journal.
There are, however, one or two points worthy of special
note. General Boucher, who took the Chair, is un
doubtedly determined that new blood shall flow into the
old veins of the Association by pumping it into the arteries
from the young members of the Regiment, be they
volunteers or N.S. men. This strong leadership quite
definitely stirred up the representatives, all of whom
realised that, as the General said, old soldiers do other
acts than simply fade away. It is to be hoped that when
Branches receive the report, they will make every en
deavour to encourage fellows leaving the Colours to
continue their association with the Regiment by attending
Branch meetings—but (and this is very important) Branch
meetings will have to be in the measure of a reward for
their attendance. There must be something to compensate
them for giving up their time, something to counter
balance outside attractions. No easy task, that. Us old
ones are quite content to have a pint and a natter—the
younger members will require something more energetic.
The Branch has held its last meeting at the Two Brewers,
Rochester. I emphasise that it was the last meeting
because from now onwards the Medway Branch, on the
last Saturday of each month, will meet at the "Horse and
Groom" (near the Gaumont Cinema), Rochester. The
meeting took place on the 25th September and I nearly
missed it, having attended a wedding at WestgateonSea
in the afternoon. It would have been a pity had I done so,
because these notes would not then have been complete.
As it was, a very good friend, in the person of Mr. Pardew,
kept pencil and paper handy and from his written remarks
I can tell you that on Sunday, 10th October, the Branch
will attend the Cathedral, Rochester, on the occasion of
the dedication of the Standard of the Burma Star
Association (Medway Branch). In order that we may have
a real bumper attendance on that occasion, a letter is
being sent to all Branch members which means, of course,
more work for our Hon. Secretary: (We shall have to
consider doubling his salary next year.)
The evening before, Saturday 9th, we are going to a
"do" at Snodland Social Club. Brave hearts we certainly
must have to precede a ceremonial with an outing of that
kind—but the Buffs were always tough.
On Saturday, 30th October, as intimated above, we shall
have our first meeting at the "Horse and Groom". To
celebrate the occasion, we are holding a Social, towards
the expense of which our President, Mr. Hepworth, has
made a very generous donation. The detailed programme
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is to be worked out by the Committee at a meeting to be
was a pleasure in itself, also that of the M.C.s, Mr. and
held on Friday the 8th, when they think to ensnare me into Mrs. South. We owe them a deep debt of gratitude for
their meshes. I think differently—work before pleasure.
so ably starting off each dance and later in the dance
Here again, our Hon. Secretary, Mr. H. Brand, will be
separating to help the not so expert.
called upon to give his energetic services in helping to
The Branch Members supported the dance by turning
organise the show and in sending a notification of the
up in large numbers, and we were particularly delighted
event to all members. It would be much easier for him
to have Colonel and Mrs. Argles with us and they stayed
if they all had Dragons sent through the post direct from
for the best part of the evening.
Canterbury.
Before leaving the dance a special thanks to the ladies
To the assembled members, about 26.in all, was made a
who so ably ran the running buffet with dainties of all
full report on the A.G. Meeting. The report included
kinds.
information about the new rifle, a subject which seemed to
The Chairman and Secretary attended the Annual
interest the members. A diagram of the new "sight" was
General Meeting on Saturday, 18th September, under the
exhibited and explained in some detail. A gentle smile
was seen to appear on some faces as the speaker gradually Chairmanship of MajorGeneral V. Boucher, C.B., C.B.E.,
Colonel of the Regiment, who, in his opening remarks,
evolved into a lecturer arid then an instructor. He realised
referred to the attendance of the Branch delegates from
then that his enthusiasm to give the members value for
the Canterbury Branch in his usual charming manner.
their money was waxing a little too hot and was producing
shades of the past. I must add that the ladies present took Both our delegates had served with General Boucher for
many years in the 1st Battalion from Gibraltar to Maymyo,
this talk on a professional subject very well indeed,
our Chairman, as R.S.M. of the Battalion, was privileged
and far from appearing to be bored they displayed a very
intelligent interest, so much so, that the speaker felt awfully  to hold that appointment for a considerable part of his
Adjutancy, whilst the Secretary, as Band Sergeant, had
nervous when he said, "Any questions?".
many duties to perform for the Adjutant.
In continuing his report, the representative emphasised
As, no doubt, the report of the Meeting will appear in
the excellence of the tea provided and that had it not been
full we do not propose to refer to it any further apart froin
for the lack of time between the A.G. Meeting and the
congratulating NAAFI on a very excellent tea.
rifle demonstration that followed, it would have been very
enjoyable indeed. Despite my earlier remarks (re the
We would add our thanks to Colonel Connolly and his
Branch Committee meeting) it would appear that this is
Warrant Officer Instructors for the very able demonstra
where our General Secretary manages to combine work
tion of the new Belgian rifle which made the many old
and pleasure to everybody's satisfaction.
'uns present ponder on what the Infantryman of the future
will be called upon to do.
(ERRATUM—See page 299)
After the demonstration ended all Chairmen and
Secretaries adjourned to the Depot Conference Room for
an informal meeting where everyone presented any
problems for the betterment of the Association. These
Hythe Branch
meetings, in our opinion, could be held more frequently,
The Association's Annual General Meeting, held on
quarterly or at least halfyearly, because it gives the
September 18th, was attended by the Branch's President
Association Secretary the views of branches more clearly
(Colonel Jackson), Chairman (Mr. J. T. Green), Vice
than by letter.
Chairman (Captain J. F. Fakley) and the Hon. Secretary
Our Monthly Meeting took place at the Drill Hall on
(Mr. H. Thompson).
Friday, 24th September, and it was gratifying to have a
After the meeting and tea, the demonstration of the new full house, not one vacant seat. If attendance continues
selfloading F.N. rifle given by S.M.I. Maber and Q.M.S.I. in this manner we will want a larger room or better still
Sinclair of the Hythe School of Infantry proved of intense
the Drill Hall itself. The Chairman explained to the
interest to all present.
' members the main points discussed at the Annual General
Meeting. "Hoppo" as our Shooting representative was
On "Battle of Britain Sunday", September 19th, the
called upon to produce two teams to participate in the
Branch took part in the Parade and Service held at Hythe
forthcoming Postal Shoot. Startingwith Friday, 1st
Parish Church. The new Standard was carried for the
October, members are assembling at the Indoori Range,
first time in Hythe and the Chairman laid a wreath on the
New Barracks, where, through the courtesy of Major
War Memorial in memory of "The Few". Other Branch
Dendy, we are permitted to practice and fire each month
members present included the President, Hon. Secretary
in the competition. We add our thanks to Major Jarman
and Messrs. R. J. Friend and R. Boorman (Standard
of Margate for the generous offer of a shooting shield.
Bearer).
Wobbler Fox is preparing his Darts team to take part
Several Social Gatherings are being arranged in the near
in the InterBranch and we look to the Members to turn
future and the Roll of Members totals 75.
up and practice so as to find Canterbury amongst the
finalists this season.
After our monthly meeting everyone adjourned to the
Club for a "pow wow" whilst a little "school" consisting
Canterbury Branch
of Gerry Osborne, Alf Argrave, "Hoppo" and "Wobbler"
Fox, settled down to a game of Euchre. Norman Fisk
Since our last Notes were penned the OldTime Dance
roped in the "Bat and Trap" enthusiasts where teams of
organised by R.S.M. White has been held and we take
five spent a very happy hour. Altogether this meeting
this opportunity of thanking him and his band of helpers
was the most successful so far this year, a happy thought
for the hard work put in on our behalf. It resulted in a
that these winter evenings may result in morecoming
very substantial contribution to branch funds for which
we give heartfelt thanks. The Gymnasium was tastefully along to our meetings; there is plenty of room for
expansion.
decorated for the occasion and presented a delightful
scene from the balcony for those who were unable to
At the informal meeting held for Branch Secretaries the
dance for various reasons, such as too old, too crocked
question of a headdress for Standard Bearers was dis
cussed. We feel that a beret is the answer with an old
or too unable. To watch the gracefulness of the dancers
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type Past and Present badge which, it is understood, can
be provided by the Association; Even the most bare
headed enthusiast should not mind wearing a headdress
for the short time between parade and dismissal for after
all he is not completely dressed if hatless when carrying
out such an honourable duty. Furthermore, a head
dress is essential when parading the standards, inside the
Cathedral.
Finally we note in the.local press that a very well known
Buff in the person of Captain W. J. Stone celebrates his
sixtieth Regimental Birthday on Friday, 24th September,
1954. At the age of 76 he is still the upright soldier many
dfus knew many years ago, and it was a pleasure to see
him looking so fit on Remembrance Sunday. The writer
of these notes recalls and wonders if "Bill" recalls a day
in August, 1911, when he joined the 1st Battalion in
Portobello Barracks, Dublin, as a young recruit from the
Depot. "Bill" was Sergeant of the Quarter Guard and
created a great impression on.that recruit by the way he
received him and had him settled into new surroundings
with the minimum amount of fuss. Heartiest congratula
tions Bill, also to your good lady, may we see you both
at many more reunions.
Another very well known Buff of the same "vintage",
and a member of our Branch, is Captain Charles Read
(Taffy), who despite his 82 years is still remarkably active.
Although unable to be present at our Meetings, he is,
nevertheless, extremely interested in all our activities
and we wish both he and Mrs. Read many years of
happiness.

Heme Bay Branch.
Our monthly meeting was held on 13th September and
only ten members were present; this, I was given to
understand; was due to the bad weather and calls on the
gardens.
First we had to select our team for the Fishing com
petition to be held at Dover on the 26th.
At the Battle of Britain Service held in St. John's Church
on the 19th we had our Standard, on parade for the first
time in Herne Bay with Bearer and Escort complete.
This, we hope, will let the younger generation see that
the Association is still going strong in the town and
therefore enable us to. .g6t a few more recruits for the
Branch.
On the 18th. our Secretary, Mr. Trice and Mr. Pellett
attended the A.G.M. of the Association at Canterbury.
Several points were raised there and will be discUssed at
our next: meeting. No doubt the demonstration of the
nevy rifle which was given will be discussed at great length,
and here wewould like fo thank those responsible for
putting on such an. interesting subject. Our Secretary
thinks that perhaps, he could now do the 15 rounds rapid
and have a little nap in.betweeri rounds.
We held our annual outing on the 12th of the month
with a tour of the Weald, leaving Herne Bay at 9.30 a.m.
and arriving, back at about 9.30 p.m. A most enjoyable
day was spent by all.
On the"26th all our plans were put into action for the
Fishing competition and olir team as selected were
marshalled; at the British Legion at 0830 hours with rods,
lines, hooks, bait,and the necessary articles to give life
for the following 12 hours. I could not say what was in
some of die bags, but it appears there must have been
everything bar fish. We arrived at Dover about 0930 hours
and were met by some of the Dover Branoh at the end of
the Prince of Wales Pier, then we proceeded to the boats
for our ride to fame and discomfort.

After a very enjoyable day the Dover Branch enter
tained all branches to a veiY welcome meal, and the
result of the day's work was given out.
Our team's result was fourth, with Mr. Jarvis getting
the prize for the highest weight of fish caught and our
Chairman, Mr. Davey, the prize for the lowest weight,
namely, one overlarge fish of 6 ozs. How this gave itself
up will for ever remain a mystery.
Several members got a foot bath and Mr. Marsh caused
some fun by clinging to one of the old lamp standards
like a monkey whilst the water swept over the breakwater
and cries of "Mind my bag" could be heard everywhere.
I would like to thank the members of the Dover Branch
for providing such an excellent day's fun and refreshments.
Our secretary says that after 6 hours on the breakwater
with no fish and a pair of Wellington boots full of salt
water it's still quite good fun.
I hope the members who caught the crabs enjoyed them
for a meal later on in the week.
The team would also like to thank the Association
Secretary for arriving at tea and presenting the Prizes.
Our next meeting will be on 11th October.

Sandwich Branch
The Branch Annual Outing was held on Sunday, 5th
September, when 55 members and their wives in two
coaches journeyed to Eastbourne. Leaving Sandwich at
8 a.m. we travelled via Woodnesborough and Nonington
and the Elham Valley to Westenhanger where we turned
left on to the AshfordHythe road and on to Dymchurch
where a short break was . made for refreshments. On our
return to the coaches a surprise awaited us for No. 1
coach had developed a puncture in the near side front
tyre. However, with two drivers, the Secretary and several
instructors, the wheel was soon changed and we were
on our way again, passing through Brookland, Rye,
Winchelsea, Hastings and Bexhill; we arrived at East
bourne at 12 o'clock. Here we went our various ways
to." meet again at '5.'45 pirn. At 6 p.m., all present,, we
were on our way again; this time we travelled inland via
Battle to Robertsbridge, where we took refreshments at
the George Hotel. Leaving here we turned left for
Tenterden and Ashford, through to Chartham, where we
made for the King's Head. Having refreshed ourselves
we were soon on our way again for Canterbury and home,
arriving at 10.40 p.m. after a very enjoyable day.
The Monthly General Meeting was held at the Drill
Hall on Tuesday, 7th September, 1954, at 8 p.m. Our
Chairman, Major F. W. Tomlinson, presided, supported
by the ViceChairman, Lieut.Col. N. S. Hart, the Hon.
Secretary and 17 members.
After the usual moment's silence the Minutes of the
previous meeting were read and adopted.
Apologies were received from Mr. J. Marsh and Mr.
W. Crouch. . 
 .
Correspondence included a letter from the Sandwich
Branch of the Royal Air Force's Association, extending
an invitation to attend the Annual "Battle of Britain"
Civic Service and Parade to be held on Sunday, 19th
September at 2.30 p.m. The Service to be followed by a
March Past, the Salute to be. taken, at the Guildhall. It
was resolved to thank the Association for their, invitation
but regret we could not attend as a Branch owing to the
fact that so many of our Members belong to other local
organisations and it is very difficult on theCivic Parade
to muster a good representative body..
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The Chairman of the Social Committee, Mr. J. Moxon,
reported that a darts match had been arranged to take
place at the Drill Hall on Friday, 17th September, between
the T.A. and members of the Branch.
It was also suggested that arrangements be made to
run a Dance at the Drill Hall with combined forces in the
near future, with a view to raising funds for a combined
Dinner.
Our elected members to attend thcA.G.M.at Canterbury
on Saturday, 18th September, were Mr. A. Bundock and
Mr. F. Harvey.
*

*

A hearty sendoff and handshakes from Ramsgate's
Mayor (Councillor E. G. Butcher) put the party in good
spirits as they left Ramsgate station for the competition,
and the spirits were even higher when they returned with
the team trophy and three individual prizes.
Arriving at Dover for the competition, fished off by
teams from Ramsgate, Margate, Dover and Herne Bay,
the six intrepid anglers—Capt. H. Knight, Sgt. Nash and
Messrs. W. T. Costin, R. Atkins, B. Kemp and A. Clayton
—found the field consisted of 42 anglers, all dealing with
very heavy seas.
So great was the force of the wind that while reeling
in a catch, Dick Atkins was blown from his stool on to
the breakwater from which he was fishing.

*

Brighton Branch
The best news this month is that one of our oldest
members, Mr. J. Carr, is at last off the sick list and is
reported to be starting work again. He's had a long spell
of it and we hope he really keeps fit and well for a long
time now. Mr. J. Hesscy is also going along slowly, as
is also Ben Molkentin.
The September monthly meeting was not well attended—
only three turned up besides the Secretary, and one of
those was brought in by the Secretary himself, and one
other, Captain R. J. Robertson, our Chairman, came to
say goodbye on his posting to West Africa. Wc wish
him the best of luck.
Owing to the paucity of members attending during the
winter months, regular monthly meetings will only be
held on December 13th and March 14th.
On other meeting nights, members can still attend the
R.E. Social Club, for an unofficial gettogether.
This step is regretted, but is forced on us by the weather
and the distances some members have to come. Anyway,
at the December meeting wc can decide date of our
annual dinner and at the March meeting, date of our
garden "do" at the Secretary's house. The Dragons will
be sent round to all members by the Bianch Secretary as
at present, and it is hoped that on any fine evenings
members will still attend for a friendly pint and a chat.

The Ramsgate team took the Tomson and Wotton
Trophy with a total catoh of 19 lb. 9 oz., far ahead of
runnersup Margate, who only bagged 7 lb. 8 oz. Prize
for the heaviest individual catch was won by a man from
Herne Bay, and another man from the same Branch
took a mystery prize for the smallest catch.
Individual prizes gained by the Ramsgate team were
for the second heaviest catch, Capt. Knight, heaviest
fish (fiat), Dick Atkins with a 10 oz. sole, and heaviest
fish, Sgt. Nash with a 14 oz. cod.
The prizes were distributed by Lieut.Col. E. V. Argles,
and tea was provided by the Dover Branch after the
contest.
This is the fourth time the Ramsgate Branch have taken
the cup, and the third year in succession. The only other
team to win it was Dover.
B.E.K.
*

*

Medway Branch

*

Ramsgate is still on the map. Plenty of activities and
plenty of spare time has got to be put in by the Chairman,
Committee and Secretary, so for my part these notes must
be brief. There was a long discussion about our Dinner
which was planned for the 6th November. Alas! it has
got to be cancelled to a date in the New Year. Our
organiser told us the place and date was presenting a
difficulty. All hotels had been previously booked up and
there was not sufficient time to arrange the Dinner this
year. So wc must wait until after the Children's Christmas
Party, which will take place in December. This is generally
a big show and Mr. Castle makes a good job as organiser
and our kiddies have a good time.
Our shooting team did well at Canterbury and Mr.
Hogbin is trying to make it a success, and it is up to the
members to support this sport.
Before 1 close, I will give you our report of the Fishing
Competition. Halfadozen local anglers, members of
the Ramsgate Branch of the Past and Present Association,
The Buffs, travelled to Dover, on Sunday morning, and
came back with a story of success in the competition
for the Tomson and Wotton Challenge Trophy that was
no fisherman's tale.

*

*

Nyeri—British East Africa

*

Ramsgate Branch

*

Unfortunately, the arrangements for meeting at "The
Horse and Groom" have had to be cancelled.

ACHEM.
*

*

N

YERI is situated 96 miles north of Nairobi
at about 5,500 feet above sea level, between
the Aberdare Mountain Range and Mount
Kenya. It is on the main NairobiAbyssinia
road, which links East Africa with the Sudan
and Etheopia.
The scenery, apart from a somewhat uncared
for look, is very much the same as that of England.
The main exceptions are wild game and large
plantations of coffee and banana.
In Nyeri township there are a handful of
"dukas" (Indian shops) and two hotels, "The
White Rhino" and the "Outspan". The essential
part of the welfare of an upcountry town is its
sports club. Nyeri can boast of a fine one, which
provides constant entertainment.
Nyeri's first and foremost importance is in
governing the Kikuyu reserve. The European
population is made up almost entirely of
government officials. Recently a court was
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Tourists come to Nyeri to admire its wonderful
scenery. One of the most wonderful sights in
all the colony is Mount Kenya (17,041 ft.).
Seeing it in the early morning with its snow
covered peak tinted with the orange of the rising
suit, give it a sense of unreality. It is a scene
once seen never to be forgotten; neither can
familiarity mar it.

established for the purpose of trying the Mau
Mail. This gives Nyeri extra importance now
that it is in the centre, of the emergency area.
It was at this court that the famous self styled
"General" China was tried and convicted.
Not far away in Nyeri Forest was the noted
"Tree Tops" hotel which was built high in a
large tree overlooking a natural salt lick, which
is much used by game. It was here, when the
Queen was on tour in Kenya in 1952, that she
learnt of the death of her father, King George VI.
(Tree Tops was recently burnt down by the
Mau Mau. The owner is expected to build
another hotel on the same design, but with the
name of "Peter Pan's hide".)
The weather consists of four main seasons.
From January to March it is very hot and
dry, with a temperature of about 100 in the
shade. The roads, which are made of murram,
"powder" under this extreme temperature.
Travelling on these roads, as one can well
imagine, causes plumes of dust which will
discomfort any passenger in an open vehicle.
The outlook on the countryside takes on a burnt
appearance, but the scenery loses none of its
beauty.
The second season, which begins in April and
lasts until August, is the "light rains". This
period is cold and miserable and for the most
part of each day low clouds or heavy mist shroud
the whole area. This period can be compared
with a mild English November.

Regimental Histories of The Raffs
The following Histories may be obtained from the Administration
Officer, Depot The Buffs, New Infantry Barracks, Canterbury

HISTORICAL RECORDS OF THE BUFFS
1572—1704
by H. R. KNIGHT

Out of print. Second hand copies available from time to tim?

The .third season is short and dry and lasts
for two months up to late October.. This provides
a short respite before the heavy fains of the last
season.
This final period is a complete contrast to the
first season of the year. Torrential rains fall
continuously, throughout this period. The
countryside takes on a lush green appearance,
the rivers rise to overflowing point and the roads
are practically impassible.
These set seasons make it possible 'for the
farmer to plan his year accurately.
..The outlying farms around Nyeri are mostly
arable, 'coffee being the primary product. There
is, however, some tea grown for which Brook
Bond holds the monopoly. They also breed
cattle for bettering the African stock and
supplying their own dairy needs. '
In the Kikuyu Reserve south of Nyeri much
banana and maize is grown and cattle and goats
are kept to supply their own needs.
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The Past and Present Association
'Telep'honE"C^NTERTIURYE4764**'

Chairman: BRIGADIER G. J. N.CHOLSON, C.B.E.

Secretary: LT. COL. E. V. ARGLES

BRANCHES
Branch
lit Bn., The Buffs
4th Bn., The Buffs
ASHFORD

4. LONDON

DOVER

Chairman
SecondinCommand
SccondinCommand
Mr. A. Mills
Mr. R. W. Billings

Secretary

Meeting Dates and Places

R.S.M.
R.S.M.
Mr. A. C. Mills, 20 Watermans House,
Godfrey Walk, Ashford, Kent

First Saturday in each month, Duke of
Marlborough, 7 p.m.

Mr. H.J.Scott, I Oxford Road, Carshalton,
Surrey.

Third Saturday in each month, Prince
Aifred Restaurant, Tufton Street, West
minster, 7.30 p.m.

Capt. E. Marsh, M.B.E.

Mr. C. Collins, "Haven" Mcadway, Minnis
Lane, River, Dover.

6. WHALD

Col. E. B. Burns, T.D.

Mr. A. H. Betts, 22 Goods Station Road,
Tunbridge Wells

HAWKHURST

7. MEDWAY

Mr. F. J. Cox

Mr. H. A. J. Brand, 83 Delce Road,
Rochester

8. SLTTINOBOURNE

Col. D. J. Dean, v.c., T.D.

Mr. L. J. Coward, 75 William
Sittingbourne.

9. RAMSGATE

Last Saturday in each month, The Two
Brewers, High Street, Rochester, 8 p.m.
First Friday in each month; Drill Hall,
East Street, 7.30 p.m.

Street,

First Thursday in each month, "Eagle
Hotel", London Road, Dover, 7.45 p.m.
SUBAREA.
Third Thursday
in each month, British Legion House,
Hawkhurst, 7.45 p.m.

Mr. C. F. Fakley

Mr. B. E. Knott, 27 Wilfred Road, Ramsgate

10.

MARGATE

Third Friday in each month, Freemason's
Tavern, Ramsgate, 8 p.m.

Mr. B. H. Breed

11.

Mr. J. H. Shakeshaft, 14 Alexandra Road,
Broadstairs

HYTHE

Mr. J. Green

Mr. H. Thompson, 4 Hillside Court, Hythe

12.

CANTERBURY

Lt.Col. E J. Evans

Major S. J. Selway, 153 Sturry Road,
Canterbury
Mr. A. Trice, 23 Queen's Gardens, Herne
Bay

First Wednesday in each month. Drill Hall,
Hawley Square, 8 p.m.
Last Wednesday in each month, The Star,
Stadc Street, 7.30 p.m.
Fourth Friday in each month. Drill Hall, St.
Peter's Lane, Canterbury, 8 p.m.
Second Monday in each month, British
Legion Club, May Lodge, 8 p.m.

13. HERNE BAY

Mr. H. Davey

14. FOLKESTONE

Major A. A. West

Mr. H. Fordred, 36 Fernbank Crescent,
Folkestone

Second Friday in each month, Guildhall
Hotel, 8 p.m.

Major F. W. Tomlinson

Mr. H. Taylor, 19 Paradise Row, Sandwich

First Tuesday in each month, Drill Hall,
8 p.m.

16. FAVERSHAM

Capt. J. Green

17.

Mr. R. C. Croucher, 10 Glebe Houses,
Eastling, Faversham

BRIGHTON

Capt. R. J. Robertson

18.

DENMARK

5. SANDWICH

First Monday in each month. Carpenters
Arms, Eastling, 7.30 p.m.
Major H. Milton, 118 Queens' Road, Brighton Second Monday in each month, R.E.
Record Social Club, The College, Ditch
ling Road, Brighton, 8 p.m.
Major W. M. Iversen, K.D. Mr. P. Berendt, Ostergade 22, Copen
By Arrangement. Phone Secretary By 8313
hagen K.

The Association exists to foster Comradeship and to give a helping hand to those in distress.
Membership is open to all who are serving or who have served in The Buffs.
Subscription rates are:—
Life Membership: Officers £2.
Other Ranks £1
Annual Membership: Officers 5/.
Other Ranks 2/6.
Entrance Fee: 1/

LADIES' GUILD

President: MRS. V. BOUCHER
Branch

Chairman

Secretary

Meeting Dates and Places

1.

LONDON

Mrs. L. Coley

Mrs. M. J. Dahleish, "Woodvillc"
wood Hill, Mill Hill, N.W.7

2.

DOVER

Mrs. J. Crookenden, J.P.

Mrs. E. Carter, 113 Buckland Avenue,
Dover
Mrs. Kay Mantell, 5 Page Place, Folkestone

3. FOLKESTONE

Mrs. G. Wood, J.P.

4.

MEDWAY

Mrs. King Holt

5.

ASHFORD

Mrs. L. King

6. SlTTINOBOURNE

Mrs. M. E. Dean

High

Mrs. W. T. Brookcr, 67 Malvern Road,
Gillingham, Kent
Mrs. E. Partiss, 22 Bond Road, South
Ashford
Mrs. J. Ravensdale, 10 Railway Terrace,
Sittingbourne

[V]

First Saturday in each month, Prince
Alfred Restaurant, Tufton Street, S.W.I
6.30 p.m.
First Thursday in each month, T.A,
Drill Hall, Liverpool Street, Dover, 3 p.m.
Every other Wednesday, Drill Hall, Shellons
Street, Folkestone, 3.30 p.m.
Fourth Tuesday in each month, Foresters'
Hall, King Street, Gillingham, 2.30 p.m.
Second Wednesday in each month. The
Drill Hall, Ashford, 3 p.m.
Third Wednesday in each month, Drill
Hall, East Streel, Sittingbourne, 6.45 p.m.
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EDITORIAL

T

HIS month, remembering those who made
the Supreme Sacrifice, we include accounts
by Major W. R. H. Browne, G.M ., and Mr.
F. P. Bowen of pilgrimages to the War Cemeteries
in North Africa and Italy. An exmember of the
4th Battalion has also visited St. Andrew's
Military Cemetery, Malta, where those Buffs
who are buried there are still remembered with
pride and affection by the Maltese.


*

*

Nor have those of their comrades who
returned forgotten them at their annual reunions.
The old warriors of the 1 /4th and 6th Battalions
of 191418 and the younger ones of the 4/5th
Battalion of 193945 have all held wellattended
reunions.
*

*

*

And now, returning home after their wander
ings, we look forward to seeing the 1st Battalion
again. Incidentally, the Editorial mind was
obviously also wandering in reporting that their
ship is the Gothic. It is, in fact, the Georgic,
recently returned from summer cruising in
pleasant places. A great welcome awaits the
Battalion at Dover. Amongst those taking part
will be representatives of the Branches of the
Past and Present Association with their
Standards. The Battalion is expected to remain
in England until they go to BAOR in early
June, where we hope it will be possible for them
to remain with their families for a good spell.
*

*

*

Wandering also this month is the Colonel
of the Regiment, who has set out for a duty tour
of the Far East. We understand that his trip
has been so well planned that he hopes to get

at least a day's fishing in New Zealand if time
permits during his busy and full journey.
*
*
*
Mrs. Scarlett having intimated her wish to
resign as President of the Ladies' Guild, Mrs.
Boucher has, according to custom, assumed the
Presidency, to which we welcome her.
*

*

*

Association news is that Medway Branch will,
after all, not be moving to new headquarters.
Their meetings will continue at the "Two
Brewers". Weald and Ramsgate Branches have
postponed their annual dinners until the New
Year. The Shooting and Darts Competitions
are getting into their stride; in the former,
Denmark take part for the first time and are
determined to win, they say.
*

*

*

Readers perhaps noticed in our last number
that Branch news has been brought into line
with Battalion and Depot news by the use of
8 point type. We hope the change, which gives
the journal a more balanced appearance in its
set up, will be appreciated.
*

*

*

REGIMENTAL CHRISTMAS CARDS AND
DIARIES
Orders for Christmas Cards and Diaries should
be sent without delay to the Administrative
Officer, Depot The Buffs. The card has already
been described in The Dragon for September
and October. "The Buffs on Outpost Duty,
Peninsular, 1813", makes a most attractive
card, the price of which is 1/. Regimental
Diaries are 4/3 each.
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Personalia

ONGRATULATIONS this month to Lt
Col. Raymond Grace on promotion to
substantive rank.
'
*





Captain Sydney Maiden (The Tramp) and Mrs.
Maiden have temporarily forsaken Kent. Their
address until further notice is St. Margaret's,
High Road, Woodford Green, Essex.
*

*

*

*

Major A. D. R. Terry, an old warrior of the
191418 6th Battalion, is such a keen supporter
of Ipswich Town Football Club that the Club
directors have coopted him onto the Board as
their No. 1 Supporter.




*

*

Our sympathy also to the family of Mr. W.
Phelan, who died on the 22nd October. A wonder
ful Buff and staunch supporter of the Past and
Present Association. He often contributed to
The Dragon.




*

Major A. A. West was in Canterbury Hospital
for a week or so. He has been far from well for
some months, but happily investigation showed
no serious trouble.
*

*

*

Major Gregory Blaxland continues to make
some slight progress towards recovery and we
hope to make a fuller report later.
*

*

*

Readers may have noticed the death on 8th
October at the age of 76 of BrigadierGeneral
R. E. SollyFlood. He commanded the 8th
Brigade in Salonika in 1918, in which the 2nd
Battalion served, and later the Bareilly Brigade,
which included the 1st Battalion.



*

Colonel C. R. B. Knight, O.B.E., and Major
R. H. Dendy represented the Colonel of the
Regiment and all ranks at the Florence
Nightingale Centenaiy Service in Westminster
Abbey on the 4th November. .
*

*

*

We regret to record the deaths of two old
stalwarts, Messrs. F. J. Streatfield and R. B.
Brown, both members of the Sittingbourne
Branch. We offer our sympathy to their
relatives.
*

*

*

Very sincere congratulations to Major Beau
HarrisSt. John on his engagement to Miss Anne
Cameron, which has just been announced.


*

A letter from Sgt. Dutton, late Pioneer
Sergeant at the Depot, to the Depot Com
mander, sends his best wishes to all his friends.
He has settled in Wales, but looks forward to
seeing his old haunts again some day.
*
*
*
It is with great regret that we record the death
.of Captain W. G. M. Gay and express our deep
sympathy to his wife and [son, Tony, serving
in the Regiment, and to his sister, Mrs. John
Crookenden.
*



*

We were glad to see Major Brian Craig, who
has been to England , on a short visit, when he
looked in for lunch at the Depot.


We regret to hear of the death at Wingham on
13th October of Mrs. Jane Goldfinch, at the age
of 80. She was the widow of Sgt. Goldfinch, late
2nd Battalion.



*

DEATH
GAY.—On October 4th, 1954, at Wick Lodge,

near Newbury, Berks., William George Gay,
beloved husband of Kitty.

* * 
Obituaries

W. G. M. GAY
A Personal Note
FIRST met Joe Gay at the Citadel Barracks
in Dover on November 11th, 1914. I had
joined the 3rd (Resetve) Battalion from
Sandhurst on an evening of driving rain, and it
was Guest Night in the Officers' Mess. At
dinner I found myself next to him and he "broke
the ice" for me with a friendly charm which
I always associated with him. He was a year or
two older than most of the horde of junior officers
who thronged the Mess for some weeks until
the call for replacements began to come in from
the 1st and 2nd Battalions in France and
Flanders. On that first evening we found that
we had more than one common interest and,
after all these years, I can recall much of our
conversation. We talked of Canterbury, near
which he had lived as a boy and where I had
been at school; of cricket, at which he was no
mean performer, and of Oxford. A day or so
later I was supernumerary Orderly Officer to
him and he introduced me to the multitudinous
duties involved in that highly unsoughtfor
office. To complete an arduous and exacting
day, he led me up and down the wet and slippery

I
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slopes around the Citadel to visit jumpy sentries
in scattered outposts. It is all as clear to me as
if it had happened but yesterday. He was a good
mentor to a keen but slightly bewildered and
anxious new arrival. A quiet humour and friend
liness helped to put me at my ease and I have
never forgotten his nursing of me.
I grew to know him better a year or so later
when we were brother officers in the 2nd Bat
talion in Macedonia, where he was the most
universally liked officer in an exceptionally
happy company which included Robert
Sandilands, "Flash" Peareth, Nanny Vertue and
Guy Tyrrell. Our C.O. was Colonel Miles
Beevor, and the SecondinCommand Colonel
Thewles. Both the latter and the senior Com
pany Commander, Archer Houblon, have within
a matter of weeks been joined by Joe Gay in the
roll of departed comrades who will be remem
bered with affection by many old friends.
It was early in 1917 that Joe left the 2nd
Battalion and went to Egypt, where he became
A.D.C. to General Sir John Shea, whom he
served throughout the later stages of the
triumphant campaign that brought about victory
over Turkey.
Since 1918, Joe Gay was actively engaged in
business in the City and to my regret I met him
very rarely. I last saw him some years ago in his
club in London, when I reminded him of Dover
and Salonika days. The sympathy of a host of
friends will be extended to his widow and son
in their loss.
S.M.
*

T

*

*

RICHARD BILLINDER BROWN

HE death occurred suddenly on September
16th of Mr. R. B. Brown, at the age of 73
years, at 21 George Street, Sittingbourne.

Mr. Brown was one of the oldest, and certainly
one of the keenest, members of the Sittingbourne
Branch of the Past and Present Association of
The Buffs, there being few functions he did not
attend.
He enlisted in The Buffs in 1915, was
demobilised in 1919 and served in "B" Company
l/4th Buffs in India, He attended regularly the
Reunion Dinner of the l/4th Buffs.
For many years he was employed by
Associated Portland Cement Manufacturers,
Ltd., and two years ago was presented with a
gold watch for long and faithful service..

WILLIAM PHELAN
It is with deep sorrow that I have to write of
the tragic death of Mr. William Phelan. If ever
there was a true Buff, Mr. Phelan was that.
I don't think any of us know how really interested
Mac was in the history of the Regiment; also as
a writer about The Buffs. Many older chaps
will, of course, know a lot more than I can say
about him, but since I did know him, and that
is just from Bareilly days, he tried to put one
right in anything. Since taking over secretary
ship of the London Branch, he had been a great
help to me in so many different ways. Yes,
Mr. Phelan will be a great loss to the London
Branch. I am sure he will be held in very high
esteem by all who knew him.
From all members of the London Branch, our
sincere sympathy to Mrs. Phelan and her sons.
H.J.S.
*



*

FREDERICK JOHN STREATFIELD
Tribute from L. Doubleday, Esq., J.P.
There has passed from our midst a splendid
citizen in the person of Fred Streatfield, and it
would be impossible in these few lines to describe
his full value as a citizen and a man.
He was one of the first to volunteer for the
South African War, where he served for some
time. In the First World War he served in the
trenches in Flanders and Italy in The Buffs.
He resolutely refused promotion, preferring to
serve as a private soldier. He was always pre
pared to take his full share of the dangers of
battle and was a constant inspiration to all with
whom he served.
At the beginning of the Second World War
he came to me and said, "I wish again to serve
in the Army". It was only after much persuasion
that he accepted the view that as a civilian he
could do equally valuable service. He joined the
Home Guard at the inception and was again a
most valuable soldier.
He was always happy in his work and seemed
tp have the ability to communicate happiness.
In his work as an Estate Painter he visited many
homes and always one heard expressions of
admiration for kindly acts, and splendid work.
He worked for over 50 years for my firm and
was most loyal, industrious and capable in
everything that he undertook. He took an
interest in all healthy sport and this upright,
happy character will long be remembered and
greatly missed.
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Ancona

NCONA on the Adriatic coast is a port of
some importance, and in June, 1944 its
possession became vital to the Allies in
order to shorten their lengthening lines of supply.
The Germans had prepared positions just South
of this town. Much heavy fighting took place
before the town was occupied by General Ander's
Polish Corps. Northward of Ancona there was
further fighting as German resistance at one river
after another had to be overcome. Those who
lost their lives during this operation have a
permanent restingplace in the British Military
Cemetery at Ancona.
My wife and I lost a son in one of these
operations and this year we paid a visit to this
part. Those who lost sons, brothers and hus
bands here, but may not have been able to make
this long journey will, perhaps, be comforted
to know as we were, that the Ancona Cemetery
has been arranged by the War Graves Com
mission in a first rate manner. The Cemetery is
on rising ground just out of the town and not far
from the Italian Cemetery. Graves have been
arranged in four main plots and there is a further
small plot for Indians. When we were there,
workmen were erecting a memorial at the top of
the main pathway. By now it should be entirely
completed. One single flower bed runs the
length of each row of headstones. Each grave'
has a bush of catmint and a rosebush between
the headstones.
Each headstone is engraved with the regi
mental or corps crest as well as personal details
of the fallen comrade. All ranks are buried
together and.as one sadly surveys the inscriptions,
one is forcibly struck by the truly mixed nature
of the Allied Forces which formed the 8th Army
at that time. One complete plot is devoted to
Canadians. There are men from Australia, New
Zealand, South Africa, Seychelles and India.
Indeed, there are representatives from almost
every country in the Commonwealth, as well as
from nearly every county of the British Isles
and from the Channel Isles. Poles are buried
in a separate cemetery not far away. There are
men from every Corps and Service, amongst
them nine Buffs whose names are listed below:—
L/Cpl. T. W. Benford, 1st Bn., from Surrey.
Sgt. F. Cox, 1st Bn., from Essex.
C.S.M. H. J. Day, 5th Bn., from Tenterden.
Sgt. R. P. Evans, 1st Bn., from Sheerness.
Pte. L. Goodman, 1st Bn., from London.
Pte. G. Kennedy, 1st Bn., from London.

Pte. S. Lock, 1st Bn., from London..
Pte. P. S. Spearpoint, 5th Bn., from London.
Pte. J. H. Torode, 1st Bn., from Guernsey.
As we were leaving the cemetery we offered a
gratuity to the Italian caretaker who had con
ducted us around and was clearly taking a pride
in his work. He would not consider any thought
of a reward, which impressed us quite a bit.
Although the object of our visit was not a
happy one, we found the Adriatic coast a very
pleasant part with a wonderful seashore. Our
regret was that we could only stay three days.
There are some splendid holiday resorts there
and not too expensive.
Ancona itself is a clean, pleasant town.
Oddly enough, although we searched up and
down the main streets, we were quite unable to
find a restaurant. We were on the point of
asking help when a gentleman, noticing that we
appeared at a loss, offered his help. He was most
helpful to us, our Italian being almost negligible.
My wife complimented him upon his excellent
English—he said, "It should be good, I come
from Norfolk". He proved to have been a Ser
geant with the 8th Army who had married an
Italian girl and settled in Ancona. He told us
that he was doing very well in the poultry
business.
W.R.H.B.

*

*

*

A North African Pilgrimage

I

T is a poignant fact that, like famous men,
famous regiments leave the traces of their
passage graven on the stone of their native
land; and the proud, defiant crest of The Buffs
is no exception in the First Army cemeteries of
North Africa.

The stone, in each case, is a little bit of England
in a foreign land, each single one being sent out
from home, after engraving, to the relevant
Imperial War Graves Cemetery.
The individual regimental crest appears on
each but, in the face of death on such a scale,
all the various crests and the all too many stones
just inscribed "A Soldier of the 19391945 War"
merge into one overriding consideration.
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The crest of The Buffs appears in six of the
seven war cemeteries East of Algiers.
In Algeria, at Bone, is the SidiAchor
Cemetery, just off the road to Philippeville.
Three Buffs rest in this cemetery, edged by hills
to the South and to the West, with a view,
looking towards the town, of Bone cathedral
and of the distant blue Mediterranean.
In Tunisia, the Rassragel cemetery, of 500
graves, contains eleven Buffs, most of whom
gave their lives while the Battalion was in the
Green Hill sector, between November, 1942 and
January, 1943. It is set on a gentle slope sur
mounted by trees, opposite a wood, five miles
out of Tabarka along the DjebelAbiod road.
George Inwood, formerly of the 2nd Battalion,
rests here.
Massicault Cemetery, on road GP 5 from
Medjez to Tunis, is the second largest First
Army Cemetery in Tunisia, containing 2,224
graves, mostly Brigade of Guards, Army Air
Corps, and Royal Armoured Corps. Five
Buffs, killed between December and February,
rest here.
At the main First Army Cemetery, at Medjez
elBab, there are thirtyfour Buffs amongst the
2,842 graves. It lies one mile out of town along
the road to Testour, having, as its setting, the
distant hills of the Medjerda Valley in which
the 5th Battalion fought so well and so hard.
Most of those of our Regiment who rest here
were killed during December, March and April.

In the Beja Cemetery, containing 328 graves,
are ten Buffs, all killed on the 8th and 9th April,
1943. It is located alongside the French civilian
cemetery and, probably because it extends long
ways and is sheltered by trees on one side,
conveys an impression of greater intimacy than
the others, except for the one at Thibar, in which
there are no Buffs.
The OuedZarga Cemetery, of 99 graves,
contains those of eighteen Buffs, all of whom,
except one, were killed in April. It is alongside
a dainty little white church perched on a hillock,
and lies off road GP 6, from Beja to Medjez
elBab.
All these cemeteries are excellently kept.
Despite the difficulties involved through lack of
water, grass has been sown and construction
work, so that they conform to the standards of
Imperial War Graves Cemeteries all over the
world, is in hand everywhere. Massicault will
be the first to be fully completed. Their care
is in the hands of Mr. W. F. Cole, the very help
ful Administration Chief of the I.W.G.C. in
Tunis (who served under Brigadier Craddock in
B.L.A.), and we may rest assured that, under
his direction, our gallant comrades will be
honoured in the way they deserve.
But occasionally spare a thought for the names
which appear on this sublime record of stone,
the only evidence of our passage in a country
once again normal and with few other traces of
having once been a savage battlefield.

British War Cemetery, Ancona
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Regimental Museum

HE Regiment is once again indebted to
Colonel C. R. B. Knight, O.B.E., for the
presentation of a group of five medals of
Sgt. R. N. Le Fanu. These are:—
Queen's South Africa Medal.
African General Service Medal, with bar,
North Nigeria, 1903.
British War Medal.
Victory Medal.
Long Service and Good Conduct Medal—
George V.
Sgt. Le Fanu is shown with two Army numbers,
3995 in the case of the two first medals men
tioned above and the L.S. & G.C. Medal and
G.4877 for the British War Medal and Victory
Medal. It is thought that he may have com
pleted his service when serving in the 2nd
Battalion North Nigeria Regiment when he was a
Colour Sergeant and rejoined for the First
World War.
Any information concerning this N.C.O. will
be welcomed.
MEDALLION TO PTE. WILLIAM CARR
With reference to the Museum notes in the
August Dragon, page 220, we have to thank the
following for their kind contributions towards
the purchase of William Carr's Medallion:—
Colonel C. J. Wood, O.B.E., M.C.
Colonel D. J. Dean, v.c., T.D., J.P.
Lieut.Col. J. R. Willows.
Lieut.Col. H. S. Knocker.
Captain R. Blackwell.
Mr. G. W. Hammond.
Lieut.Col. N. S. Hart.
Major J. T. R. Prestige.
Major F. W. Tomlinson, F.S.A.
Major A. J. H. Taylor.
Colonel C. R. B. Knight, O.B.E.
Major C. S. Field, O.B.E.
The total amount subscribed came to
£12 7s. 6d., that is to say just under half of the
£25 required.
FURTHER EXTENSION TO THE MUSEUM
ACCOMMODATION
Plans for adding one or two rooms to the
Museum have come to naught, chiefly on
grounds of expense. It seems that a rough
estimate comes to more than it would cost to
build quite a reasonable house.
The matter will be referred back to the
Regimental Committee at their next meeting in
February, 1955—a long time to wait before the
subject can even be discussed.

In the meantime, work continues in a store
room where many items of value and interest
are being put in order and kept in cold store
against the day when they can be properly housed
and seen by members of the Regiment and the
public.
The expression "cold store" also refers to the
workshop in question, which even now resembles
a frigidaire. When the cold weather really sets
in the Curator and yours truly may be forced
to abandon their hideout and seek some warmer
winter quarters elsewhere.
DRUMMAJORS' SASHES
Readers may remember that many months
ago reference was made in these notes to a
number of old sashes that could not be found in
spite of an intensive search and inquiries.
A few weeks ago all the missing sashes
appeared mysteriously in a most obvious position
in a room used as a storeroom. As this store
had been gone through several times for one
reason or another, they could not have been
overlooked had they been in the room. However,
all's well that ends well and it is a great relief to
have recovered these valuable and interesting
regimental trophies.
LONG SERVICE AND GOOD CONDUCT
MEDAL
The Historical Fund has just bought a Long
Service and Good Conduct Medal of a S.
Humphries, Sergeant, 3rd Regiment, Buffs,
dated 1837. The military trophy design on the
obverse of the medal has, of course, the
Hanoverian Arms in the centre of the Royal
Arms, while the steel suspender is probably the
original pattern which was later replaced by
the ornamental silver clasp or scroll bar.
This medal must be among the earliest L.S. &
G.C. Medals awarded. There is one older
L.S. & G.C. Medal in our collection, of W.
Prorice, Sergeant, 3rd Regiment, Buffs, dated
1836.
G.R.H.
*

*

*

6th (S) Battalion Annual
Dinner

T

HE 11th Annual Dinner of the 6th (S)
Battalion, The Buffs, Dinner Club was
held at the Talbot Restaurant, London
Wall, on 9th October, 1954, with Mr. A. E.
Orgar in the chair.
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More than 80 members and their friends
attended and such is their enthusiasm that some
travelled from places as far afield as Southport,
Kettering, Brighton and Eastbourne, whilst a
party of 16 came up from Bekesbourne. When
one remembers that nearly 40 years have elapsed
since the "Kaiser's War" ended, it can be truly
said that not only do "Old Soldiers Never Die"
but, like the elephant, they also never forget.
Unfortunately the Colonel of the Regiment,
MajorGeneral V. Boucher, C.B., C.B.E., was
unable to be with us, but we were honoured by
the presence of Lieut.Col. E. V. Argles, Secretary
of the Past and Present Association, together
with Lieut. J. D. Gurgeon, the Adjutant of the
Depot. May we say how much we appreciated
this gesture of "The Present" visiting "The Past"
and thus maintaining the link between the two.
This was an unique occasion inasmuch as the
entire company present attended as the personal
guests of the President, Major A. D. R. Terry.
Our President is a modest man, but nevertheless
it was felt that some tangible form of our
appreciation of his kindness should be shewn.
Accordingly it had been arranged to present
Major Terry with a Regimental plaque of "The
Buffs" together with a commemorative card to
record the event. This card, which was specially
designed in the Regimental Colours, bore the
badge of "The Buffs" and the 12th Division
sign, viz., the Ace of Spades, and provided space
for the signatures of those present. The privilege
of making the presentation was accorded to
Lieut. A. E. Grant, who asked the President to
accept the two small tokens as mementoes of
the members' appreciation. The presentation
came as a complete surprise (as, indeed, was
intended) to Major Terry and, he will forgive
us we know, when we say that He was deeply
moved.
In accordance with our usual practice speeches
were few but Major Terry paid tribute to the
excellent work of our Secretary, Mr. R. W.
Billings, who year after . year undertakes the
task of getting us together. The results of his
efforts were reflected in the numbers present,
but it means a good deal of hard work. Let us
take this opportunity of putting on record an
acknowledgement of our grateful thanks. Thank
you, Bob!
The "youngest" Buff present was Capt.
Norman Linwood. He told us that he is only
83 years of age and we are wondering what he
will look like when he "grows up". We were
glad to have Colonel Hamilton with us again.
He reminded us that he was instrumental in
getting Major Terry into The Buffs. Little did
he know all those years back how he was shaping
history.

Another we were pleased to welcome was
Colonel C. R. B. Knight, the Regimental
Historian. He asked forgiveness for having
failed for three successive years to come along
and expressed his thanks for a most enjoyable
evening. He mentioned that Major Terry had
asked him to talk about the Regimental History,
but said that this was quite unnecessary as there
was sufficient Regimental History present in
the room that evening!
All three armed services of the Crown were
represented—the Royal Navy by Lieut. Owen
Williams and the Royal Air Force by Wing
Commander Beeley. Among the guests, too,
was Colonel Latham of the King's Own Shrop
shire Light Infantry; we were pleased to note
that he is one of the few outside of the County
who appreciates the subtle distinction between
a Man of Kent and a Kentish Man. (Incidentally,
do those within the County always know?)
Another guest we welcomed was a Dane—Mr.
Christiensen—and very enthusiastic he proved
to be. In addition to those officers already
mentioned were Lieuts. Gray and Osmand—
without whom, of course, no 6th Battalion
Dinner would be complete. Also present were
our Chelsea Pensioners, Messrs. Pullinger and
Hibbs, looking resplendent in their uniforms.
We were highly delighted to see Jesse Carr, who
recently underwent a very serious operation.
He was determined that his first reappearance
should be at a Buffs function.
Mr. Billings read a message from H.M. the
Queen thanking us for our loyal greetings, and
letters of regret for inability to attend from
Brigadier Rice, Colonel Dean, v.c., Lieut.Col.
Vaughan, Major Williams and Capt. Connell.
"Blower" Williams sent best wishes to all
signallers and Jack Stocks also sent his regrets.
Major Enright was not able to be with us but
this gallant old stalwart of the Buffs sent his
usual cheery greeting. R.S.M. Jeffreys also
could not join us this year and we missed "Kelly's
Eye" Holness, complete without tin whistle!
These notes have not been prepared by our
usual contributor, Mr. Billings, the reason
being that the President feels that the worthy
secretary does not sufficiently sing his own
praises. The task has been delegated to me
but I know that "Bob" will not want me to say
too much either. Let me just say that, by the
time these notes appear in print he will probably
already have made a start on next year's arrange
ments. In due course he will be sending out the
usual notices and I would ask you to assist him
by sending a prompt reply. Even if it is a
negative one it will be a definite answer—only
don't, of course, let it be a negative one!
HYBRID.
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4/5 Battalion (193945)
Reunion

O

N Saturday, 23rd October, the 4th Battalion
held a reunion at the County Hotel, Canter
bury. It was the prewar 4th Battalion—
the one which started to grow round about
Munich time when a good many people, who'd
been thinking that someone ought to be doing
something about all this, decided they'd better
have a go themselves.
Some joined the 4th Battalion and what hap
pened to us all was thoroughly discussed that
Saturday evening. The initial stages of these
gatherings run true to form. One enters the
large packed bar and looks vaguely round and
suddenly one sees a familiar figure—stouter,
perhaps, and greying a little. In a moment one
is shaking hands warmly while groping des
perately in one's mind for a name to fit the face.'
And while one is remembering that night when
Cromwell went (to those who've forgotten or
never knew, Cromwell was the code word for
an incipient German invasion) or some other
catastrophe, we look over each other's shoulders
and see another familiar figure. So, with a
muttered arrangement to meet later, one changes
partners and repeats the business—it's all rather
like dancing the lancers.
However, things get more coherent at dinner
and the business of the evening really starts. We
heard some splendid speeches. From Colonel
Iggulden, who welcomed the Colonel of the
Regiment and other guests; from the Colonel
of the Regiment himself, who congratulated the
Battalion on its war record and subsequent
rebirth; from Colonel Dean, who had fathered
the old Battalion to such a pitch of efficiency;
from Colonel Argles, who had evidently been
having fun with the dictionary; and finally from
exR.S.M. Johnson, who spoke of absent friends.
Not only those who couldn't come along to our
reunion, but those who didn't return from the
war. And as he read a short list of names, taken
at random, of those who didn't come back, one
saw them again in one's mind's eye and wished
them well. Then we stood and drank to their
memory.
Afterwards one stood round the bar and
talked—memories of prewar Camp, of Dover,
Canterbury, Aldershot, France—the heaving,
wretched, seasick journey to France in Novem
ber, 1939. Guarding the Docks at Nantes, St.
Nazare, Cherbourg, le Havre
the Battle of
France. Reminiscences galore here. Enough to
last the night out—of divebombers and digging
in, of blownup bridges and barricades of mines,

shells and machine guns, of orders and counter
orders, of memories of parachutists and their
disguises. The battered remnants of the Bat
talion who reached England. Those who went
in the bag, those who escaped. The Battalion
reformed — Wales — Unprintable stories of
schemes or stunts or whatever they were called,
over Hegist Ridge. The cruel Cromwell bomb
shell at halfpast midnight one September
evening after several days' manoeuvres. Then
October, 1940—the Pasteur to Gibraltar—
H.M.S. Barham to Malta. The siege with half
a sausage for breakfast. The battered aerodrome
runways in need of hourly repair. The listing,
blasted ships to unload. Bombs, bathing, goats,
flies, bells, smells, dust, hardly any beer and
perpetual standto. Malta had its memories and
its moments. Then Leros and temporary cur
tains for the Fourth.
One talks of these things and remembers with
a fascinated horror—Did it all really happen?
Did this quiet, studiouslooking man really
escape in Belgium and walk all the way to
Spain, only to be caught and handed back to the
Germans? Was that man really all those hours
in the sea before being picked up? Did he, over
there, really march all that way, loaded, sweating,
hungry, wondering how it was all going to end?
Is that really me in that photograph? My grief!
Did I really look like that? Yes—Everything
happened—It wasn't a dream—and reunions
make these experiences live again—Live again?
But are not unpleasant memories better for
gotten? Not really. One makes friends in war
time. Good, strong friends made stronger by
misfortunes shared. Everyone knows that.
And as someone once remarked, "Friendships
should be kept in constant repair". That's why
those who take the trouble to organise these
reunions deserve our thanks.
I.B.G.
*

*



Watch for these Films

L

EASE of Life. An English film, shot in
Yorkshire. It is the story of a Vicar with
only a year to live. Hitherto ineffectual and
harassed, the news emboldens him to live to the
full the time he has left. Robert Donat's
magnetism and lovely voice and sense of humour
make up a beautiful performance. This is a
quietly natural film; the soft greys of Church
and Cathedral and pale colouring throughout
are exquisite. It should not be missed.
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Rear Window. Alfred Hitchcock directed this
very good detective story. James Stewart is a
magazine photographer who is laid up with a
broken leg. In his boredom he gives way to
professional curiosity and focuses his telescopic
camera on other apartments across the court
yard. With the help of his nurse and a detective
friend he is able to expose a murder. There is
some interesting photography and the thrills are
brilliantly handled.
Neapolitan Fantasy (Carosello Napoletano).
Of the various films shown at the recent Italian
Film Festival in London, this seems to be the one
which will be most generally popular. It is an
episodic history of the city of Naples. It is
crowded with incident and movement and
always exciting and unusual.
Modern Times. There is a revival of this Charles
Chaplin film in London and it is hoped it may
come to the provinces. It is the film in which
Chaplin "spoke" or rather sang a song in
"gibberish". The audiences of young people
have been enjoying it as much as their elders.
M.M.A.
*

R

*

*

Poems by a Buff

are not impervious to the impact of poetry,
in a substantial, well produced book of one
hundred and seventeen pages there is beauty as
well as thought and no little humour and
sincerity. The themes which have impelled the
author to resort to verse are many and varied.
In the introductory verses, To the Reader he says:

"My muse essays no major themes
—"sad stories of the death of Kings"—
Bui homely lays to simple airs . . .'
It is not surprising, seeing that he is an ardent
wildfowler, as proved by his recent articles in
The Dragon , that John Blanford should seem
to be at his best when writing of the open air,
whether the scene be China, where he spent
some years, or the homelier landscape of our
own county, where he now lives. In Evening
Flight he arouses even in one who has neither
the skill nor the desire to shoot anything the
countryman's awareness of the peculiar beauty
of the great lonely levels of Romney Marsh, as
felt by a fowler intent on his sport.
Then in The Ballad of Sam Bone humour and
sentiment are nicely blended to draw a racy
rustic character, as the following lines taken
from a most quotable poem clearly show:

EADING John Blanford's Poems (pub
lished by The Mitre Press, 10/6 net),
I wonder if he is the first professional
soldier in the Regiment to have such a book to
his credit. Others no doubt have been moved
from time to time to express their feelings and
opinions in verse and have gained occasional
publication, but he is the first, 1 feel sure, to
make and issue a book of them. When I say
this I am not forgetting the late Captain Charles
Blackall, but he was an officer in the old Special
Reserve and an actor by profession. Some of the
Old Brigade will remember his slim volume,
Songs from the Trenches , published shortly before
he fell in action early in the first German War.
There was a time when to be suspected of an
interest in poetry, let alone of a tendency to write
it, would have imperilled an officer's career.
The Kaiser's War changed all that and it was
conceded that men whose hair was cut quite
short and who were efficient in the discharge of
their duties could also read and write verse.
There were old and excellent precedents; Sir
Philip Sidney, Lovelace and Sir Walter Raleigh
had blazed a noble trail, and 19141918 produced
Julian Grenfell, Rupert Brooke, Siegfried
Sassoon and Edmund Blunden, a few names
from a glittering company of "singing soldiers".
This leads me back to Blanford's Poems, a
collection which should appeal to many who
[311]

'In forty odd seasons—and Sam don't brag,
Pve seen his log and its scrupulous list—
Eighteen hundred he's brought to bag.
(But he kept no count of the girls he kissed
Though girl or greylag, he seldom missed!)"
Irony has its place in John Blanford's outlook.
It finds expression in Epitaph for Agnes, a bitterly
moving comment on a type which too often
merely provokes ignorant derision. In The Die
hard, a shrewd and welcome blow is struck for
that creation of the political cartoonist, the
much maligned and grossly libelled "Colonel
Blimp".
1 would particularly single out In Memoriam
Beatrix Potter, a touching tribute to a superb
and delicate artist and storyteller whose little
nursery books still enchant the young (and, let
it be said, the rightminded old as well) even in
this age of comics and space ship sagas. This
poem, after much thought, is my favourite in a
collection which includes pieces previously
published in The Dragon, Punch, Country Life,
The Adelphi and other periodicals.
I am happy to recommend it to all Buffs and
Men of Kent and Kentish Men who will find
John Blanford's verse easy to read and to read
again. He has something to say and the knack
of saying it vividly and gracefully. It would
make a most acceptable Christmas present for
"rather special people".
S.M.
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Buffs Golfing Society

Round and About

HELD AT LLTTLESTONE ON 9TH AND 10TH OCTOBER,
1954

By the Tramp

T

'HE Autumn Meeting was
disappointing as regard
numbers, as some twenty
four players had signified their
intention to be present. As it
was, the vagaries of the weather
in making the harvest a late
one, prevented some whose
farming problems prevented
them from attending, including
one who presided over the
arrival of a large litter of
piglets. One might be forgiven
for commenting "What a bore".
At one. time even horse races were suspected of
claiming absent Members.
The Meeting was signalised by the attendance
of what is rare nowadays, to wit a new Member,
in the person of Major John Tilleard, who made
his debut, and further marked the occasion by
winning two trophies. So we can combine our
welcome to him with congratulations on his
success and wishes that it may be repeated.
The Society is much indebted to Captain
Baron, who, always a grand supporter of the
Society, gave further proof of his interest by
giving two very handsome cases for the two.
trophies he held. I hope that he will continue
to hold all the Cups in turn with the pious hope,
of course, that he will continue to feel the same
urge.
*'7'

But what a wonderful day! was the first day
of the Meeting. The course was playing very
long, there being no run at all on the ball, and
the rough, was indeed very rough. That being
said, it was in apple pie order and the Greens
perfect. True some rather erratic putting was
observed, but that is another story. The fore
cast gave hopes of a continuation of such
glorious weather, but the Sunday failed to live
up to the forecast and a persistent drizzle was
maintained for the greater part of the day.
The Annual General Meeting was graced by
our President, MajorGeneral Boucher, and also
by our VicePresident, MajorGeneral Scarlett.
Such interest is much appreciated and all helps
to keep the interest in the Society alive.
The business of the evening was.quickly and
amicably disposed of under the auspices of our
new Captain, Major David Montgomery.
Continued on page 316

'HERE are few of

the minor experi
Tences
of life more

exhausting, mentally and
physically, than that of
moving one's abode from
one place to another.
We have just accom
plished this and are re
covering slowly but
steadily. Our move was
complicated by the fact
that our furniture was
going to store while we
ourselves were to go for
six months to a house
lent to us for six months. Therefore not only
were we obliged to sort everything but, incident
ally, to engage in one of those glorious orgies of
destruction of useless items accumulated over a
period of years. There was a time not long ago
when much of this would have found purchasers,
but nowadays, with comparative plenty abound
ing, one has to pay to get someone to remove
them as a favour.
v
But with determination and firmness all was
at last accomplished and we stood in a house
where we had lived for over four years watching
the removal men apparently tearing the place
to bits calmly and methodically.
STRANGE ODYSSEY
Our departure for our new and temporary
home had to be seen and experienced to be
believed. Having said farewell to our furniture
and remaining lares et penates we, and an
amazing number of trunks, suitcases, bicycles
and two hens, packed into a van that looked ]
very small but proved wholly adequate. Incident
ally, catching our hens, who were disinclined
for the move and vastly suspicious of the whole
business, called for the exercise of great skill
and calmness. And so at long last off we set,
threading our way through the Southeastern
suburbs and by way of the Blackwall Tunnel
reaching the Essex side. It was a surprisingly
easy journey and Brownie and Snowy, the hens,
were little the worse for what must to them have
been an alarming experience. On our arrival
they were put into a chicken run where there
were already twelve other inhabitants. They were
wired off from each other and spent the first
hour or so in regarding one another with the
gravest suspicion and distaste. But all is well
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and they have settled down as we have in
surroundings that have already begun to be
familiar.
LOOKING ROUND
It is too early yet to say much about the
neighbourhood and Epping Forest, a short
distance away, still remains to be explored. The
mechanics of life have absorbed us so far;
the butcher, baker and so on have demanded
our attention. But we have a big garden at our
disposal and in a tree just outside our dining
room window lives an owl who looks down
gravely at us when we stand beneath the holly
tree in which he wisely lives. Other birds
abound; the inevitable starling of course and
also blackbirds, thrushes and a green wood
pecker who is apparently a permanent resident.
We are now in the Prime Minister's constituency
and regard this as promotion; our last home
had the Chief Government Whip as its member.
Our house is an extension of one built over 250
years ago and it has a character that appeals
to us. Within living memory horsedrawn
haycarts passed along the road before our house
to the market at Stratford E. and now an endless
stream of motor traffic infests the road which is
the highway from London to Newmarket. An
old bridle path separates us from this demon
stration of perpetual motion of which the
noisiest are the heavy lorries thrusting their
juggernaut way to and from London. The horse
is seen only when young ladies emulating Miss
Pat Smythe trot past our garden. But fifty years
ago it must have been as rural as some roads in
Romney Marsh.
THE TOWER
We took a little girl of eight a week or so ago
to the Tower of London. She had never seen it
and we had not done so for over twenty years
although I have worked outside it from time to
time. There had recently been some discussion
in the Press and on the Wireless of the mystery
of the young Princes murdered there, and we
decided that anything so grim should be kept
from our young guest. We needn't have worried,
for the first thing she wanted to see was the
dungeon in which they had been slain. So we
did it all, Crown Jewels, dungeons, site of the
block on the green, the Armoury and the
Traitor's Gate. Our little friend was thrilled
most by the Jewels, of which she already knew
something, having heard much of crowns,
sceptres, orbs and so on at Coronation time.
She was also fascinated by watching squads of
recruits of the Royal Fusiliers drilling on the
square in front of Waterloo Barracks and was

highly sympathetic about the hoarseness of the
drill sergeant's voice; more sympathetic,
possibly, than the recruits who were acquiring
the rudiments of such mysteries as sloping arms
which, I read, will soon be out of date when the
new rifle will demand new arms drill. Unlike
most children our guest asked few questions
but I fancy she carried away a good deal of
information which will stay with her. If it helps
to give her a sense of English history, wfoich
I am told is not very well taught these daysjiour
visit will have been as profitable as it i»was
delightful.
I was gratified to see many young soldiers
spending their leisure intently studying ; ithe
armoury which must be one of the most interest
ing collections of its kind in the world. The
Tower ravens were very much in evidence, as
were foreign tourists from all parts of the world.
The Tower is a sad and grim place, but it teems
with history and the Past is very present within
its great walls.

*
Correspondence
*

T

*

HE following letter addressed to the
Colonel of the Regiment is published for
information.
The War Office,
London, S.W.I.
18th October, 1954.

Sir,
I am directed to inform you that a notice on
the present position regarding the award of
Battle Honours for the War of 193945 is being
published in the AdjutantGeneral's October
Liaison Letter to Commanders at home and
overseas in the following terms:
"BATTLE HONOURS FOR THE 193945 WAR

A Committee has been set up in the War
Office, under the chairmanship of General Sir
John Crocker, G.C.B., K.B.E., D.S.O., M.C., to
draw up recommendations to govern the award
of Battle Honours for the 193945 War.
As the work of the Battles Nomenclature
Committee, on which that of the Battle Honours
Committee is to some extent dependent, is
unlikely to be concluded before a date in 1955,
it is probable that the Army Council's Instruc
tions on the nature of awards, qualifications
required, and methods of claim by Regiments
will not be available before midsummer, 1955.
. It is fully realized that delay in this matter is
to be regretted, but it must also be appreciated
by Regiments that the vast field of operations
covered by the 193945 War does not lend itself
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to easy or rapid classification for the award of
Battle Honours."
I am to add that you will" be kept informed of
progress in this matter.
I am, Sir,
Your obedient Servant,
C. E. A. FIRTH,

MajorGeneral,
Director of Personal Services.
*

*

*

DIARY OF ROBERT BLAKE
Dear Sir,
I have been much interested in reading this
diary and I am wondering whether you, Sir,
could disinter and reprint a photograph of this
old gentleman which 1 sent one of your pre
decessors some years back. Soon after the
First World War, when men who had lost a leg
were being urged to get artificial ones, rather
than a wooden stump, Robert BlakeHumfrey,
as he had then become, was quoted as having,
on his wooden peg, walked up partridges almost
to his dying day.
With all respect, may I add that Colonel
C. R. B. Knight, in his history, is not quite
right in saying that Robert "changed his name
to Humfrey"; actually he assumed the additional
surname (and arms) of Humfrey.
He died at the age of 91.
Yours faithfully,
F. W. TOMLINSON,

14 Mill Wall Place,
Sandwich.

Major.

* * *
The Warriors' Chapel

I

(FROM A CORRESPONDENT)

N the Canterbury Cathedral Chronicle for
September, 1954, an account was given of
the presentation, on Festival Day, of a book
containing a Record of Gifts made to the
Cathedral during the last twentyfive years.
Whether or not mention was made of them in
this book, it may be convenient to enumerate
here the various gifts to the Warriors' Chapel
which have been made by the Buffs during this
period. They are as follows:—
The Book of Life, done by Grailly Hewitt;
wording on titlepage submitted to Joseph
Conrad, Rudyard Kipling and D. S. McCall;
binding by Sangorski and Sutcliffe.

The lectern made by Bainbridge Reynolds.
Silver and enamel plaques, describing the
colours suspended above, by Omar Ramsden.
The east window (taking the place of the
Crimea window which was blitzed) made by
William Wilson, R.B.A., on the recommendation
of the Dean of York and Dr. Eeles. Silver and
enamel plaque describing this, made by Leslie
Durbin.
The altar, over the tomb of Stephen Langton,
was made by J. L. Denman, nominated by the
Dean and Chapter. The crystal and gold crucifix
(presented by General the Hon. Gerald Scarlett)
was secured on the advice of H. Clifford Smith
and so too the candlesticks.
In addition were given the napery and carpet.
It will thus be realized that in every instance
the very best advice was taken and the most
distinguished craftsmen employed.
It is most unfortunate that these beautiful
objects are seldom to be seen by those who
contributed towards them, for the Warriors'
Chapel is kept permanently locked, although
the policy nowadays in nearly every cathedral
is that no gates aie kept locked and everything
is open.


*

*

No. 1 Police Quarters,
Harrow Manorway,
Abbey Wood, S.E.I8.
The Editor, "The Dragon".
Dear Sir,
It is with deepest regret that I have to inform
you that Mr. William Phelan, late 1st and 2nd
Battalions, The Buffs, died at the Seamen's
Hospital, Greenwich, on Friday, 22nd October,
1954.
He had been in hospital for about five weeks
with stomach trouble.
Mr. Ravenscroft, exC.Q.M.S. 1st Battalion,
and I went to visit him a couple of times and
were rather shocked When we were informed
that he had passed on. He was cremated at
Honor Oak Crematorium on Thursday, 28th
October, 1954. Messrs. Ravenscroft, Billings and
myself attended the funeral.
To my mind, Mac, the name we knew him by,
was one of those individuals who never forget
they are Buffs. When Ding Dong Bell (no need
to mention who he is) was ill in bed in Police
Quarters, Abbey Wood, for a considerable
peiiod, Mac visited him practically every Sunday.
He was the type that always wanted to help
somebody.
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Mac's regimental number, I think, was 9954.
My own number was 9957. I can recall .the days
as recruits in Dublin in 1913. Mac and I were in
the same squad—our instructor, if I remember
correctly, was Cpl. Corrall. If I paraded next
to Mac, I was sure to be in trouble. Mac was well
noted for a beautiful white suit of canvas (as we
wore in those days), a highly polished chinstrap
and bayonet scabbard; whereas mine was
ordinary, which did not please Cpl. Coirall one
little bit.
I have been in touch with Mac on and off since
leaving the Service in 1934. I don't think one
could meet a more pleasant fellow. His interest
in the Regiment was all that could be desired.
He was a member of the London Branch, Past
andPresent Association and very seldom missed
a meeting.
Yours faithfully,
W. A. BURVILL.




*

Inkerman Barracks,
Woking.
The Editor, "The Dragon".
Dear Sir,
Perhaps a corner of The Dragon might receive
this small ode. I wrote it on my way to Korea
and had a moment of rather cynical amusement
when certain regimental wives greeted their
husbands at HongKong!
Yours sincerely,
A. C. RAWLINGS.

TROOPSHIPS
Fare ye well my laides fair
Or dark, we really could not care;
No lover's sigh shall pass our lips,
No lingering touch our fingertips,
No angry husband can profane
With murky epitaphs our name.
When pacing up and down the quay
His other half, ne'er stands by me!
The gangway now I see is down,
Is this the gallant Major Brown?
Ah! Mrs. Brown, don't frown, don't frown,
Yea, here they come each one to claim
His Audrey, Ethel or Elaine.
Each hurried tread, expectant eye,
To seize their booty with a cry
Of "darling" or "my dearest dear",
It makes one feel quite sick to hear
The flowery words, she now can say,
Yet it was only yesterday!
A.C.R.

I

The Autumn Salmon

F there is anyone, whether fisherman or not,
who has not read Earl Grey's book Fly
Fishing, they should do so. It is most
enchanting. He says that the chief enjoyment of
fishing comes from the places to which you go
for it, the beauty of the scenery and the oppor
tunity to watch bird life. He admits that he
likes catching fish, but in no competitive spirit.
A few Brown Trout for breakfast satisfy him.
I agree with Earl Grey in many ways, but
having caught the few brown trout, I find I want
more. I like a large basket full to bring home to
an admiring and grateful family. And once the
salmon start to run up the Usk I become more
ambitious, and like to record that we have taken
more fish than our neighbours on either side.
So I must confess to a competitive spirit.
Much has been said and written about the
Autumn salmon. Fishers on the Wye, which on
one of its bends comes within a few miles of the
Usk, scorn the Autumn fishing. But they get a
run of Spring fish in February and March,
whereas on the upper reaches of the Usk, where
I have the rights, we are lucky to see a few
salmon in June and July, and our main run
comes in September. The Springy salmon is of
course a magnificent beast. When fresh from the
sea he fights with a power and determination
which diminishes as he stays in fresh water.
Further he is then at his best for the larder and
the fishmonger's slab. But it can make no differ
ence to the prospects for next year whether you
kill a hen fish when fiist up or when about to
spawn. So, if we cannot get the Spring fish, we
must make the best of the Autumn ones.
Provided they have not been up too long they
are quite good to eat and are fun to catch.
The Usk has had a run of fish this season,
which, I should think, has been unequalled.
The run started in June, when heavy rain
brought the river down in full spate. It happened
at a weekend when there were not nets out in
the estuary at Newport, and the weather was so
wild on the Monday that they could not put out
the nets on that day. So the fresh run fish had a
clear run and filled the pools even above Brecon.
Unfortunately I was spending a week in
London just then. Even Regimental dinners
don't compensate for what I missed. The
salmon were taking freely, and we only got the
tail end of the run. With much hard work we
only killed four fish that month. As all of us
who fish know, a salmon that has come to rest
in a pool (or catch, as they call it here in Wales)
and has been there several days, will not be
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tempted by anything. It requires another spate
to wake him up and* move him on. This hap
pened in September. We had a series of spates
which kept the fish lively, and in a month, with
two rods, we killed thirtynine salmon. They
don't run big in the Usk—our largest was 15|
lbs: and the average was just over 8 lbs. We had
several grilse of about 5 lbs. As I write, the
season is not quite over and the river is coming
down in a chocolatecoloured flood from the
last few days' rain.
I was fortunate in having my younger son John
on leave from Iraq. He is a keen fisherman and
a theorist who reads "Waddington". However,
for some time my wife headed the list and. we
only defeated her as she had to leave home. The
more I read on the technique of salmon fishing
the more confused I become. My wife and I fish
as we were taught when children, and it is
interesting to note that there is very little differ
ence in result between the three of us.
I mentioned competitive spirit. I don't think
that showed itself at all in the family, but we
learnt with glee that our neighbours had killed
very few fish^during that period. Possibly they
had not been out on the water so regularly, and
the reason for this may be that after 1st Septem
ber salmon may not be sold at the fishmongers'.
Poachers can gaff fish easily when they have
reached the spawning beds in the narrow
tributaries, but if they can't sell their illgotten
gains they won't take the risk. I have only
recently discovered why a gaff may not be used
after September 1st. Any fish showing a gaff
mark must have been poached and the hotels
should not buy them.
Wales is a lovely country, and the River Usk
flows through valleys which I consider un
equalled for beauty of scenery. Charles I said
that there was only one road more beautiful
than the road from Brecon to Abergavenny and
that was the one from Abergavenny to Brecon.
We do get a lot of rain, but if that were not so,
we should not get that excellent fishing. There
is a saying here that if the Beacons are clear of
cloud it means it is going to rain, and if they are
covered it means it is raining. I have written
only about the salmon, but, as many will know,
the Usk is famous for trout. In March and
April they are in good condition and rise freely.
Later on good sport can be had with the dry fly.
H. DE R.M.
Buffs Golfing Society—continued from p. 312

The chief item concerned the Competitions
to be played at the Spring, Summer and Autumn
Meetings. The Chairman soon dissipated the
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difficulties of Match and Medal play by advoca
ting putting into practice what is now becoming
almost a commonplace, that of lifting the ball
on the Putting Green. Actually now that stymies
are abolished it is quite feasible to play both
Match and Medal at the same time.
Being out of the hunt owing to a scalded wrist
acquired while brewing a "cuppa", I was able
to peruse the Society Albums. What incredible
attendances there were at those bygone Meetings!
What pictures of smiling groups! so many now
scattered far and wide and some, alas, passed
on. And turning those yellowing pages, I won
dered! do those absent, now living far away,
sometimes recall those spacious and happy
days, and our great and genial Secretary, Harry
Baird?
The Eclectic Competitions for the Baird and
Trevor Cups collected £2 8s. Od. for the
Benevolent Fund.
J.C.


*

*

SUMMARY OF RESULTS OF AUTUMN MEETING,
1954
PAGET CUP.—Captain M. C. Bollon (12) 147. Runnerup:
Major D. Montgomery (5) 156.
LYNDENBELL TROPHY.—Captain A. G. Simon (16)
4 down. Runnerup: Major D. Montgomery (5) 5 down.
REEVES CUP.—Major D. Montgomery (5) 166. Runnerup:
Captain M. C. Bollon (12) 171.
BRADLEYDYNE SALVER.—Captain M. Creswick (5) 168.
Runnerup: Captain M. B. Baron (18) 169.
COUPE DES LAPINS.—Major J. Tilleard (22) 13 down.
KENWARD CUP.—Captain M. C. Bollon (12) 73.
Runnerup: Major D. Montgomery (5) 78.
JUNIOR MEDAL.—Major J. Tilleard (22) 82. Runnerup:
Major I. A. Pearson (18) 84.
BAIRD CUP.—Captain H. B. Vertue (10) 72. Runnerup:
Major W. R. H. Browne (16) 75.
TREVOR CUP.—Captain M. C. Bollon (6) 71. Runnerup:
Major D. Montgomery (5) 714.
FOURSOMES.—Captain M. C. Ballon and Captain A. G.
Simon 24. Runnersup: Major D. Montgomery and
Major R. H. Dendy 23.
SINCLAIR TANKARD.—Major R. H. Dendy.
KING GEORGE'S FUND FOR SAILORS.—Captain M. C.
Bollon (12) 73.
KENT PLAYING FIELDS ASH TRAY.—Captain M. C. Bollon
(12)73.

MAY WE SUGGEST A
REGIMENTAL CAR BADGE
AS A CHRISTMAS PRESENT

THE

DRAGON
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TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF FRIDAY, 1ST
OCTOBER, 1954, DATED TUESDAY, 5TH OCTOBER, 1954

iUPPLEMENT

REGULAR ARMY
The undermentioned Officer Cadet from the Royal
Military Academy, Sandhurst, to be 2nd Lt., 6th August,
1954, with seniority 6th August, 1954:—

INFANTRY
THE BUFFS.—Richard Lea (437100).
TERRITORIAL ARMY
NATIONAL SERVICE LIST
INFANTRY
THE BUFFS.—2nd Lt. (Actg. Lt.) N. M. Rowland
(413592) to be Lt., 4th Sept., 1954, with seniority 26th
June, 1952. (Substituted for notifn. in Gazette (Supple
ment) dated 3rd Sept., 1954.)

SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF TUESDAY, 5TH
OCTOBER, 1954, DATED FRIDAY, 8TH OCTOBER, 1954
REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS
INFANTRY
THE BUFFS (Class III).—Lt. D. A. Wicker (408478)
from T.A. Res. of Offrs. Nat. Serv. List, to be Lt., 7th
October, 1954, retaining his present seniority.
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF FRIDAY, 8TH
OCTOBER, 1954, DATED TUESDAY, 12TH OCTOBER, 1954
REGULAR ARMY
INFANTRY
THE BUFFS.—Lt. B. G. J. French (388755) to be Capt.,
6th May, 1954.
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF TUESDAY, 19TH
OCTOBER, 1954, DATED FRIDAY, 22ND OCTOBER, 1954
REGULAR ARMY
INFANTRY
THE BUFFS.—Lt. A. R. F. Dalgleish (397221) to be Capt.,
21st Oct., 1954.
Lt. P. O. R. Gatehouse (411930) retires receiving a
gratuity on account of disability, 23rd Oct., 1954.

SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF FRIDAY, 22ND
OCTOBER, 1954, DATED TUESDAY, 26TH OCTOBER, 1954
REGULAR ARMY
INFANTRY
THE BUFFS.—Maj. H. R. Grace (52622) to be Lt.Col.,

T

HE homecoming
of the 1st Bat
talion
provides
the main topic of con
versation
at
the
moment and already
we have been visited by
many who arc on the
held strength of 1 Buffs.
Roger
Pilcher
and
Jimmy Worts have paid
us visits, whilst the
former has volunteered
to represent the Depot
on the Lord Mayor's
Show. Apparently
Roger is bored with leave.
Already we have accumulated at least a
company of reinforcements awaiting the arrival
of the Battalion, so the Advance Party need
have no fears of shortage of labour.
Many are already trained as drivers whilst
many more are engaged in learning the weird
and wonderful ways of signalling.
David Montgomery and Richard Ravenhill
paid us a visit, the former en route to Warminster,
the latter on his way back to Kenya. Sporting
activities have been many and varied, of which
rugger takes precedence, for having won seven
matches in a row, the side lost to 12 S.M.E.
in the second round of the Army Cup. However,
interest is still keen for the Depot now fields two
fifteens every Wednesday and hopes are high for
winning the H.C.D. Championship.
In Soccer we have yet to lose a match, whilst
at hockey we are confident of winning the
District Hockey Cup! Keen interest is also taken
in the hopes that the 1st Battalion will be able
to fill many of our vacant fixtures and many
sporting struggles resumed.

11th Feb., 1954.

*

SECOND SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF FRIDAY.
22ND OCTOBER, 1954, DATED TUESDAY, 26TH OCTOBER,
1954
The War Office, 26th October, 1954
The Queen has been graciously pleased to approve thai
the following be mentioned in recognition of distinguished
services in Malaya during the period 1st January to 30th
June, 1954:—
Infantry
The Buffs.—22523289 A/Cpl. (now Pte.) A. L>. Haley.

Hnrrv
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*

*

No. 1 COMPANY
With October upon us the winter sports have become
well established. The Depot football team have, among
their other exploits, efficiently defeated the East Kent
Car Company by 190, while Rugby is proving of almost
sensational news value on Part I Orders. The words .22
Shooting are now echoing along the telephone lines to
almost all cxtentions. This recreation has become popular
with almost surprising ease and to "shoot a card" has
become one of an N.C.O.'s constant pastimes.
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The boxing team the Depot sent to Shorncliffe was
unsuccessful despite gallant attempts. L/Cpl. Carney
was also unsuccessful in the Army Boxing Cup held at
Aldershot. We hope his efforts will be better rewarded
next time.
During the last month Cpl. Burton left us for civilian
life. He will be widely remembered as an enthusiastic
and good natured N.C.O. Pte. Peschek, who was with
the Band for the most part of his service, also made his
exit from the Army. We give them both our best wishes.
Among the more exciting events last month was the
incident of Mr. Lea and an unexploded H.E. bomb.
The bomb fired on Arpinge Range lost its tail and buried
itself in the undergrowth. The failure to find it on the day
it was fired led next morning to an excited gathering of
N.C.O.s in the Company Office who all displayed, with
elaborate illustrations, an almost incredible knowledge
of bomb disposal. The bomb was duly discovered,
expertly dug out by Sgt. Hannaway and exploded with
customary ceremony.
The sudden Dock Strike and the opportunity of being
called in to unload the ships led to a mild attack of alarm
and despondency which was partly offset by gloating
dreams of extra pay. For several days lists of improbable
names circulated feverishly round the offices. The
Government decided, however, not to call us in.
We are now going into November with the hum of
military marches in our ears as the contingent prepares
for the Lord Mayor's Parade.

1st Battalion

Y

OUR SubEditor, hav
ing been accused of
penetrating the sound
barrier on his way to the
coast on leave, has returned
to the fold at exactly the same
speed. In Kenya they say
that it is necessary, to ensure
mental stability, to get away
from the altitude of the
White Highlands at regular
intervals and relax in the
warm waters of the Indian
Ocean. Judgment on this
would be more proper else
where; at all events the
Army's Leave Camp at Nyali Beach across
the water from Mombasa Island has given many
of us, soldiers, officers and families alike, a
wonderful change from the upcountry scene
with all its alarms, restrictions, and frustrations.
It will not be long before the majority of our
families take their leave of the Nairobi area to
spend the last fortnight at Nyali before em
barking with the Battalion Tor home.

One hesitates, after the constant stream of
rumours, orders, counterorders and forecasts,
to give our readers yet more and different details
of our homecoming. However, it now seems
reasonably final that the Georgic sails on 1st or
2nd December and is scheduled to arrive on the
19th, the Battalion moreover being accompanied
by its families (horrible threats of families
flying home alone have proved unfounded).
The Advance Party is due to take off from
Eastleigh Airport, Nairobi, on November 27th.
We are, of course, only too well aware that
much will depend on Providence and the
dockers.
Current events, however, continue to hold the
upper hand in our minds. It is both ironical and
disappointing to those of us who have been
out here some time that within weeks of leaving
we are as busy operationally as we have ever
been, ahd that we leave a job unfinished. But in
the 11 weeks in which we have been grappling
with the very backward and Mau Mauridden
Ndia Division of the Embu Reserve (our H.Q.
at Kerugoya) and the forests of Mt. Kenya to
its North, we can at least claim to have started
the "snowball" rolling. When we arrived in
midAugust we found a frightened, hostile,
uncooperative and primitive population (Embu
Tribe) exploited to the full by Mau Mau both
active and passive—an area officially counted as
the worst in the Emergency area. The Adminis
tration and Police were short of staff and
swamped by events, and many local African
Chiefs and Headmen were disloyal—one notably
was proved to be the leader of the "Passive
Wing" of Mau Mau in the NyeriEmbu area.
Moreover our area, sharing a boundary with the
South Nyeri Reserve (our stampingground of
last year), may also be described as the "granary"
of Mau Mau, being very fertile and productive
in maize and bananas, and easily accessable by
gangs from Fort Hall, Nyeri, Karatina, Embu,
and their adjoining forests. Most significant of
all, information from local sources was negligible.
The picture now is greatly improved, though
still far from clean, and our fellows the Devons
will have to carry on after we've gone. By the
time these notes are in print, we shall have
concentrated back at Thika (November 11th),
and will be nonoperational.
Our activities in the field during the past
month have been intense. Patrolling in forest
and Reserve has been continuous, and the large
scale sweeping of "bad" areas in the Reserve, on
a Battalion scale, frequent. Villages and town
ships have been swooped upon on marketdays,
sanctions imposed on huts or villages where
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assistance to the enemy has been proved, trains
have been stopped and searched, and so on.
Gradually the measure of success is seen by a
greater and more regular flow of information,
and by more energy and initiative being shown
by the Home Guards, whose posts in our area
have been manned by men of the Kenya Regi
ment under our command. Two operations
deserve mention. The C.inC. decided one day
to visit the Battalion and see the troops on the
ground. A fullscale cordonandsweep operation
with maximum strength by all Companies and
assisted by several hundred Home Guards and
Police was therefore laid on (with Pacer aircraft
overhead) in an area earmarked for "treatment".
The odds against any success, in the absence of
definite information, were as long as ever in
such an operation, and it was therefore to our
amazement (and not least to Sir George Erskine,
who must have suspected a "plant") that we
found we had netted a small but hardcore armed
gang of five, all of whom were accounted for,
and weapons recovered. It was the first time that
the General had been in action himself in this
campaign, and when the first shots sounded in
anger he was visibly delighted. It also so
happened that a BBC TV cameraman was
around, and was able to get some shots of a
battle for once unrehearsed.
Into all this activity we were more than
pleased to welcome an operational Advance
Party of 1st Rifle Brigade—8 Officers and 6
Other Ranks under Major Patrick Boden.
Originally destined for Korea, they finally
reached us via Malaya and India. Both they
and we enjoyed a very full week, during which
we played the old soldier and made them
thoroughly apprehensive with lurid tales of
rhino and elephant. As a finale to their attach
ment they accompanied patrols from "C" and
"D" Companies into the forest. These patrols
were mainly instructional, but like the C.inC.'s
day with us, by pure good luck the patrol under
2/Lieut. Christopher Hodgson, with two black
buttoned field officers in tow, bumped a gang
and killed one enemy. The party left us for
attachment to 7th King's African Rifles at our
bid friend Squairs Farm, North of Nyeri, thence
to the Jungle School at Nanyuki, and will return
to us at Thika in early November.
Earlier the area had been, visited by the new
Colonial Secretary, Mr. LennoxBoyd, accom
panied by H.E. the Governor and the C.inC.
and Brigadier, together with a large retinue and
escorlt. The Colonel met the Minister at our
local airstrip, and accompanied him to "A"
Company (Major Barry McGrath), where he
spoke to the men. We hope to take advantage

of his invitation to take a party round the House
of Commons.
The variety of activity is emphasised by the
success of the Battalion "Quiz" Team, which
won the final (versus the R.A.F.) of the Forces
Quiz Competition (a broadcast item of the
Forces Radio, Nairobi). A small cup was
presented by the C.inC. to the Commanding
Officer, and many of us listened in that evening
from our tents in Embu. Another unexpected
success was gained by the Battalion "A" team in
the Security Forces Rifle Meeting in Nairobi,
when they were runnersup in the Snap Shooting
event.
A preStaff College course at Fayid, Egypt,
has denuded us of Captains David Barrett,
Stewart Squire, Rusty Thorneycroft, Charles
Hamilton and Harold Gatehouse at a time when
we can ill afford to be without them. However,
no one is indispensible, and the posts of Adjutant
find Transport Officer are giving Captain Robin
StratfordTuke and SergeantMajor Sharman
respectively a chance to show their mettle.
During the month we have lost two
personalities. Major John Lucas, who will be
missed sadly by his Company and whose original
and ready wit became as part a feature of forest
and Reserve as the more indigenous noises, has
left us for a job, under the Colony's Minister
of Defence, connected with Prison reorganisation.
He and his family have our sincere good wishes
for a happy time in Kenya after we have gone.
Lieut. Michael Cheney, R.T.R., has left us for
his Regular Commissions Board at home. He
not only won a warm place in our affections,
but did most invaluable work in his Company,
at Battalion H.Q. latterly, and in recent forest
operations. We are sure to see him again.
The Band, under the presidency of Major
Martin Horley, have again toured the area and
played to all Companies, making a very visible
impression on our Rifle Brigade guests. Major
Martin Horley, incidentally, is very busy these
days, and when not deputising as your sub
editor or appearing suddenly in the forward area
disguised as a Japanese Field Marshal, is at
Thika or Nairobi discharging one or more of
his unenviable tasks ranging from P.R.I. to
O. i/c Chess. Bandmaster Sharpe, away tem
porarily at home taking his Director's exam.,
returns soon in time for the opening night of
the musical comedy Blue for a Boy. And this, in
reverse, reminds me that our congratulations are
very much due to Major and Mrs. Noel Norris
on the birth of a daughter.
In conclusion, our congratulations go to the
Commanding Officer on his promotion to
substantive rank.
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C.inC.'s visit to the Battalion in the field

Gen. Sir George Erskine
(left, standing in jeep)

Lt.Col. H. R. Grace
(centre)

Major E. L. C. Edlmann
(right)

Action in Embu Reserve during visit by C.inC.

Men of "A" Coy. moving into action a few moments after contact with enemy was made
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W.O.'s AND SERGEANTS' MESS
Now thatCompanies are deployed overa widearea, news
from Detachments is regrettably sparse. We hope that
readers will bear this in mind when perusing these notes,
which are more representative of Battalion H.Q. Mess
than of the Companies.
Little change has o'ertaken the domestic scene since the
notes were last written; the R.S.M. is now at Thika
(Lob), instilling a sense of smartness into the Junior
N.C.O's Cadre.
Now that the embarkation date is within the foreseeable
future, departures from the Battalion are rare. However,
two of our members have beaten the boat and have taken
the quicker route home, to wit Sgt. Rectoii and C/Sgt.
Barber. The former is going to Hythe as an instructor
with the S.A.S.C.; he takes our best wishes with him for
a long stay and every success in the future. C/Sgt. Barber's
departure was shrouded with the mystery that befitted the
nature of his posting; rumour has it that he is spending
his leave lecturing on the Art of Jungle Warfare. What
ever his future, he, too, is in our thoughts for success
at his new job. The Mess would like to record their
appreciation of the fine way in which he organized the
Unit Quiz Team in its early stages. We feel that his
endeavours in the first stages played a large part in bringing
the team to its final triumph.
Congratulations to Sgts. Pooley (Signals) and Smith
("C" Company) on their recent promotion. Due to
distances involved neither of these has been welcomed
into the Parent Mess, an omission which must be rectified
when the Battalion is concentrated at Thika.
News from England includes the item that C/Sgt.
Berrett is now at O.C.S. in training for a Commission.
It is understood he hopes to be commissioned into the
Royal Army Ordnance Corps.
Members are very sorry to hear that R.S.M. Faulkner
has had a bad bout of illness. The entire Mess joins in
wishing him a speedy return to health, and looks forward
to seeing him visit us at Dover.
Sickness has been taking its toll in Kenya. Sgts. Rea
and Kay have both gone into hospital for what looks like
a long stay. Sgt. Rea will probably be discharged in
time to return home with the Battalion, but Sgt. Kay's
illness will probably keep him hors de combat for some
considerable time. We are keeping in close touch with
him; his morale, as ever, is extremely high, and we don't
somehow think they'll be able to keep Danny down for
long.
Romance in the Mess—so far as Kenya is concerned—
does not come to light frequently. One of our members,
however—and we regret that in view of our return to
U.K. where a bird in the hand is worth two in the previous
station, he must remain anonymous—has overcome all
the obstacles of distance, finance and social status, and is
stepping out regularly with one of the locals. Needless
to say this is a diversion of the highest order, and there
is much banter and mention of bogtrotters. His insistence
that this is one of those friendships meets with sneers
unworthy of such a spiritual association.
We have not mentioned the arrival of Sgt. Mans as a
replacement for C/Sgt. Barber in the Orderly Room.
Although it was touch and go whether he would arrive
in the Command in time to catch the boat back again, we
were pleased to see him and hope his stay will be a long
one.
The news that Sgt. Thurley is earmarked for another
appointment on arrival in England has struck a blow
from which we have not fully recovered. Notwithstanding
the moans and groans that accompany the sale of each

tot, both by consumer and caterer, Sgt. Thurley is an
institution to whom—though none would for the life of
them admit it—we are all extremely attached. During
the time he has carried out the duties of Caterer his
approach to the job has been unique, and we look upon
him as a permanent fixture. The picture of him sitting at
a card table, a look of deep concentration on his face,
glasses slipped almost to the end of his nose, while we
sip our tea and he—Scroogelike—counts his money
from the previous night's takings, is one we shall not
easily forget.
The temptation to devote these entire notes to anti
cipation of our return to England has been resisted.
This is due entirely to the fact that there stands another
month "to push", before we even think of embarking.
Should we be granted the privilege of contributing to
next month's notes before we leave Kenya, there is no
doubt that little mention will be made of anything save
boats, leave and reunions.
"A" COMPANY
Since our last contribution, we have been continually
patrolling in our Company area, which more and more
seems like Battersea's switchback railway. Early in the
month, all three platoons went out on two 72 hours'
patrols, during which one incident got a mention in
The Times. We recorded two notable successes on night
ambushes, one by No. 1 Platoon, who killed General
"Ondero's" Clerk, who was carrying most of the gang's
intelligence section's papers on him—codes, signals,
"sitreps", etc., the other by No. 2 Platoon, who captured
a very finelooking homemade rifle, not quite completed.
On Sunday, 3rd October we were honoured by a visit
of the Colonial Secretary, the Governor, the C.in:C. and
the Brigadier, to say nothing of A.D.C.'s, Private
Secretaries, Cameramen and Press Reporters. The
Colonial Secretary was on a tour of the area and stopped
at the Company for a few minutes before journeying on
to Nyeri. Never before has "A" Company had so many
Brass Hats, all together, for such a short time!
Since that visit there has been some dispute as to who
really commands the Company!
Captain Harold Gatehouse has left us to go on a Pre
Staff College Course in Egypt for six weeks; we look
forward to seeing him again on the Georgic. At present
O.C. No. 2 Platoon cannot make up his mind which is
more arduous—Operations or Administration!
We welcome 2/Lieut. Robin Wright, who is taking over
command of No. 1 Platoon. There is a general murmur
in the Mess, "Better late than never". At every spare
moment, he can be seen outside the Officers' Mess making
the most of his eight weeks' sunshine. Don't anyone dare,
who values his life, mention audit boards or accounts!
The brains of the Company are now returning to us,
namely the SergeantMajor, Sgt. Ivory and Cpl. Hansen.
They have been away taking their 1st Class Certificate
of Education examination at Brigade H.Q. We hope they
had every success.
We congratulate Cpls. Alabaster, Woodcock and Piper
and L/Cpl. Pollard, on their promotion, and we hope that
L/Cpl. Pollard and Ptes. Coles, Stevens, Wakeling,
Baldwin, Cohen and Robinson pass out well on their
Cadre Course.
We welcome Cpl. Miles to the Company; he has now
joined No. 1 Platoon.
Photography is playing a big part in the spare time of
members of No. 2 Platoon. Particularly Pte. Lucchesi,
who is spending nearly all his savings on photographic
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research. Of course our street photographer, Cpl. Powell,
is still very much in circulation; they say that he, Mt.
Kilimanjaro, and the Dover Express all have something in
common. Our Cpl. Streeter has been away for a week
learning to be a fireman.
During the last 72hour patrol it was proved that
rumours of Cpl. Piper being afraid of water were entirely
groundless, for when he discovered a waterfall near the
platoon base camp, he was the first with his clothes off
and under it.
We are glad to see Pte. Lingham and Baldo (our patrol
dog) partnership going strong again after the former's
time in hospital. Pte. Davis's (the O.C.'s driver) cheeks
are blooming with radiance after his sentry duty in the
verdarit pastures of Limuru. We understand he had a
great time acting "The Farmer's Boy". We feel Cpl.
Christian will not require a wireless set at all after six
weeks at Nakuru—just mental telepathy.
One could not help noticing the smugness of all faces
on the appearance in the Company of the Green Jacket.
We close with the thought of one more contribution in
Kenya, then Home!!
*

*

*

"B" COMPANY
For two months and more now we have been on
Company detachment here at Kianjege. It is indeed a
sobering thought that before another two months have
passed we shall be well on our way to England. However,
we have another three weeks of patrolling here before
Thika welcomes us back.
Operationally we again have done nothing dazzling.
The only patrol on which there was even a contact was
one led by Cpl. Yuill, and he had to walk for about half
anhour waistdeep in mud, through a swamp before he
achieved success. For the rest of us, our hopes have been
raised more than once, but that is as far as we get. How
ever, we seem to be getting many more informers now
adays, and they cannot all lead us to empty hides. Every
single one of them to date has taken us just so far and
then lost his or her nerve; that they in fact know where
the gangs are we have no doubt at all, and we just have to
carry on going out with each one of them in turn, waiting
for a brave one to turn up.
Having previously carried out general patrolling in the
Platoon areas, the policy has now changed to one of
detailed searching. We all know perfectly well that there
are Mau Mau in the Company area, but to find them
is like looking for flies in the wintertime. Patrols have
therefore now got the daytime tasks of searching small,
limited areas really thoroughly, looking under every
single bush; the area for one day being no more than a
thousand square yards.
At the same time, Nos. 4 and 6 Platoons have got
standing patrols out, No. 4 Platoon at Kibirigwe, and
No. 6 Platoon at Karia Village, with the task of super
vising labour and generally seeing that the villagers behave
themselves. Both these villages are being punished for
feeding the Mau, Mau, and Kibirigwe has also been
punished for shielding the gang which only the other
day murdered a member of the Home Guard in the
village itself. The punishments take the form of supervised
work on the fortifications of the villages; that is, digging
large, deep trenches, which run for about five hundred
yards all round the huts, food stores and cattle pens,
leaving only one entrance opposite the village Home
Guard Post.
Towards the end of September, No. 5 Platoon took
over from No. 6 Platoon at Gatisa. They too had no
excitements until their Platoon Commander, 2/Lieut.

John Klyberg, was rushed off firstly to the Command
Post and then to Nyeri Field Hospital with a bout of
malaria. He is back with us now though, and should be
fully operational within a week. This really put an end
to No. 5 Platoon's stay at Gatisa, but on their last day,
following the example of the Sergeants' Mess, somehow
or other their cookhouse, in fact a thatched hut, caught
on fire and was burnt to the ground.
Sounds of revelry by night are conspicuous by their
absence in the Sergeants' Mess nowadays. Sgt. Pearson,
attached to us from the Kenya Regiment, is a firm believer
in a lot of sleep and retires early; ColourSergeant
Newman seems to prefer working at night; that leaves
C.S.M. Kemp on his own in the Mess. The reason for
this is that both Sgts. Histed and Spiers have left us
temporarily to help with the Junior N.C.O.'s Cadre at
Thika.
The Officers' Mess has not exactly been starving lately,
but there has been a marked decrease in the number of
geese, both KnobNosed, SpurWinged and others, finding
their way into the flesh pots. What is lost on the swings
is made up on the roundabouts, in the shape of a big
red round Dutch cheese, fourteen pounds of it. We are
hoping to have a special crate made for it, to take it
back to England. There is a rumour spreading that it
has already made a move in that direction.
From the Company Canteen there is not much news
except of darts, and even then we cannot find out who is
the Company Champion. We hear though that Pte. Lee
of No. 4 Platoon throws a pretty dart, but that was from
Pte. Lee. With so many people away on patrol during
the day, out on the Standing Patrols and away at Thika
on the Cadre, we have few left in Camp. However, the
Canteen still manages to get through a fantastic amount
of stock every night. We were very pleased to see the
Band up here again on 14th October, and again L/Cpl.
Lace put out a magnificent display of food. With good
food and good music, in spite of a rather hectic day out
on a Battalion operation, the Company again enjoyed
themselves immensely.
Even though it may sound rather Irish, we would like
to wish Bandmaster Sharpe "Good luck", at the same
time hoping to see him back in front of the Band again.
Our "Personality Parade" this month again includes
ColourSergeant Newman, though not on account of
the "Thing", his moustache, which is still there. This
time it is because it has been noticed that he has acquired
some scratches on his arms. The question of the month
therefore is, "Did the ColourSergeant really go out on an
operation, or did Sgt. Pearson's monkey scratch him?"
This monkey has been the object of much discussion.
At least his (or rather her) name has. Several names
have been suggested, but rejected as being too personal,
and we are not sure even now what her name is. Sgt.
Pearson only needs a barrel organ to complete the prewar
London picture. Other sights during the month have been
Ptes. Vipan and Gore, who apparently went to a hair
cutter instead of a hairdresser.
Congratulations to Pte. Rutter, who shot in the
Battalion Shooting Team captained by Lieut. John
Davison, and also to Pte. Straker, who was Reserve.
How the team fared appears elsewhere in this issue.
We have already welcomed Captain Mike Carlton
Smith of the Rifle Brigade Advance Party to our Kenya
way of life, and taught him some of the ropes. The arrival
of this Advance Party has brought home to us the nearness
of our return and quite a number of people are already
ticking off the days.
Thinking of "days to go", there are only seventyfive
more days, shopping days, to Christmas!!!!
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"C" COMPANY
The Company is stiil at Kiamena, on Mt. Kenya's
forest edge, our last operational base in Kenya. We hear
we are due to move to the Battalion Camp at Thika on
7th November for our hand over to 1st Battalion The
Rifle Brigade. We wish this unit and The K.O.Y.L.I.,
who are taking over from 1/Devons, the very best of luck
in Kenya. It is nice to see their advance party—it makes
our departure for England seem all the nearer.
Wc have suffered five very grievous losses this month.
Our Company Commander, Major Lucas, has left us
for a staff appointment at G.H.Q., East Africa. Wc wish
him and his family the very best of luck, and a happy
stay in Kenya. Captain Squire has also left us for a pre
Staff College Course in Egypt. On his return he too will
join G.H.Q. Captain Squire, who has for the past year
from time to time both commanded and administered
the Company, is also a sad loss to us all. Lieut. Dracopoli
and Sgt. Jepfcolt have left us only temporarily to assist
in a series of Junior N.C.O.'s Cadres at Thika. It will be
very pleasant to see them both back with us when we get
to Thika. We have also lost Pte. Pussyman, our senior
cat, at Thika. He is missing, believed killed. In spite of
his antics in both the Battalion and Company Messes and
his partiality for pigeons, our "dear friend" is sadly
missed.
We extend a warm welcome to Capt. Griffin, who has
forsaken "D" Company to command us for the remainder
of our stay in Kenya. We wish him every happiness and
success while he is with us. We also welcome Ptes.
Smith and West, who have joined us from "D" Company.
Lieut. Cheney (R.T.R.) had been back with us for nearly
a month before he went home for his R.C.B. It has been
very pleasant having him with us again, although we have
hardly seen him as he has spent most of his time in the
forest. The Company wishes him the very best of luck
for his R.C.B., and we all hope that we shall see him back
in the Battalion soon. It is also to be hoped that we have
converted him to an infantryman, and he will forsake his
"Centurion" for a rifle and bayonet.
On the ops. side the Company has been busy both in
the forest and the reserve—not without success. Lieut.
Cheney with a patrol from No. 8 Platoon killed four
terrorists in the forest and we have rounded up quite a
few curfew breakers in the reserve. We can also now
refute a rather libelous statement in the Battalion notes
of the last issue. Captain Griffin has entered the forest
with a patrol from No. 7 Platoon. He enjoyed himself
in spite of the somewhat tortuous route chosen by the
Patrol Commander.
On the entertainment side we have had frequent visits
by the cinema and also the Band. We would like to thank
them for their concerts which never fail to provide us with
really first class entertainment.
The Company would like to extend a warm vote of
thanks and appreciation to No. 1 Troop, 72 Field
Squadron, Royal Engineers, who are based in the forest.
This troop, in spite of heavy and far flung road building
commitments, have provided our forest patrols both
outgoing and incoming with most welcome hospitality.
Hot tea, meals and good company have made life so much
more pleasant for many of us.
Congratulations to Sgts. Smith and Willey, also Cpl.
Hughes on their recent promotions—well done and
continue the good work.
"Demob." has claimed relatively lew victims this
month. Cpl. Haslam and Pte. Baker have left us for
civil life. We wish them every success and Cpl. Haslam
much happiness in his impending marriage.

Our next notes will be written amid the bustle and
organised chaos of packing for our final move to Mombasa.
The sands are running out and soon we shall be able to
report on the state of bitter beer and the English weather.
*

*

*

"D" COMPANY

.

As usual things have been happening in "Company D".
The Company Commander started the month off in style
with a week in Hospital. The "Leech" told us it was
probably another bout of his "Manyani Fever" (or is it
"Manyana"?), but happily it turned out to be Sinus
trouble which would now appear to be cured, and a
penchant for the bright lights, which obviously can never
be cured. Not until next Spring, anyway.
Captain Griffin left us halfway through the month for
bigger and better things, namely to command "C"
Company; wc all wish him the best of luck. Needless
to say, within two days of going he had pulled a fast one
on us by swopping someone else's P.W.D. piping for
some of our SelfHeating Soup. Lieut. Ian Minto is now
wallowing in the luxury of Captain Griffin's old padded
seat and learning the ins and outs of the Grocery business.
Sgt. Recton has now gone to Hythe, where, no doubt,
he will tell all the young Officer Squads on bayonet
exercises to "Grind your teeth till chips fly off them
and your mouths run with blood." No one has yet heard
who was the Goon who bought his mobile sewingmachine
when he left. Between fishing expeditions Sgt. Bujakowski
has been diligently practising his Central European Type
KiSwahili, as he is leaving us to join the 4th K.A.R.
which is a Uganda Battalion. The fact that he is leaving
us, is in itself a great loss to the Battalion and a gain to
Uganda, but it ought to be worth a guinea a minute to
hear a worthy from the shores of the Pripec Marshes
instructing another worthy from the shores of Lake
Victoria on the gentle art of MachineGunning and all
the many bits and pieces that go with it. However, if
the Askari keeps his "Tunis on de Tumpiz" he will be
alright.
To all the new arrivals in the Company, amongst
others, Tracker Dog Rupert 11 and the Mules, we extend
a hearty welcome. Sgt. Stoakes arrived from "C"
Company and is now Platoon Sergeant of No. 12 Platoon.
Another event of note was the nuptials, and all the
beer and skittles that went before, of Cpl. Parker of No.
11 Platoon. Congratulations, Cpl. Parker. The Corporals'
Club, to celebrate the occasion, threw a tremendous Slag
Party when toasts were drunk, much abuse bandied
about between Bachelors, marrieds and about to be
marrieds, and Cpl. Hampson's culinary feats admired
and eaten. It was "agreed that wedded bliss is altogether
a much more lucrative business.
Sgt. Kay of the Mortar Platoon is in the B.M.H.,
Nairobi, with kidney trouble and we arc sorry to heat
will not be back with us for some time.
On the operational side time has not been wasted;
sweeps, ambushes and patrols have been carried out with
unrelenting execution and vigour. Nothing has been
done, to coin a phrase, above and beyond the call of duty,
but a No. 11 Platoon patrol under 2/Licut. Hodgson with
some of the Rifle Brigade Advance Party Officers either
in tow, or in front, massacred a character who failed to
get off his mark with the accustomed speed when his
gang was bumped. As usual, listening to the hairraising
tales, every member of the patrol was in front, so they
must have been standing on each other's shoulders.
2/Lieut. Greville Edgecombe took a patrol with some
more "Riflemen" up into the bamboo but apart from
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the tracker getting them all lost for a short time, the
Mau Mau was noticeable by his absence. Lieut. Ian
Minto walked himself another inch shorter with two
MortarMachinegun Group patrols in the Aberdares and
apart from much climbing and cursing and not a few
scares with the odd Rhino and a few Buffalo, the Mau
Mau was again noticeable by his absence. The Mortar
Platoon spent a week with "C" Company and delivered
several tons of bombs both by day and by night to the
various required destinations and managed to break
every breakable piece of equipment they have in the
process. However, the Colour Sergeant's shadow isn't
getting any smaller, so they can relax.
Mortar and Machinegun training has also been
going on with unrelenting vigour and we are happy to
report that all the members of the M.M.G. Platoon and
all members of the Mortar Platoon, less the four new
men have passed their specialists' Tests of Elementary
Training and are now fully fledged Mortarmen and
Machinegunners. Well done. The Company Shooting
Team has been blazing away daily on the .five hundred
yard range that has been built under the supervision of
2/Lieut. Edgecombe and the labours of the locals who are
supposed to be building a prison nearby.
We have played several football matches in the last
month, one in which we took the pants off the much
acclaimed Battalion H.Q. team and another when our
next door neighbours, "A" Company, 1 Devons, licked
us by 4 goals to 1. "C" Company was soundly thrashed
but drank so much of our beer afterwards that they
probably thought it was worth it; even though they had
to return the empty bottles several days later.
A large herd of elephants who have evidently been
bombed out of "C" Company's area by the Mortar
Platoon have been making the nights hideous with
trumpets, crashes, squeals and causing many misgivings
by twanging the perimeter wire. It is a common and
fervent hope that they don't mistake our E.P.I.P. tents
for another herd.
The next time these notes are written will be, we hope,
in the fo'csle of the Georgic. We hope to be able to tell
you how the elephants were driven into "C" Company's
area to cause havoc there instead of with us, and if
possible how the Rifle Brigade has taken over all kit
and stores without a murmur.
M.T. SECTION
As most of the Section are still spread out with outlying
Companies, these notes once again are concerned mainly
with Battalion H.Q. We are sorry to report that Sgt.
Rea, our Tech. Sergeant, has gone into hospital, and we
are told will be there for a long period. We wish him a
speedy recovery and hope that he will return at least in
time to join us before we leave Kenya.
We were lucky to have Sgt. (Lofty) Crooks to step into
the breach and take over the duties of Tech. Sergeant;
after many late nights battling with vouchers he has
now mastered the situation.
On 13th October our M.T.O., Captain Barrett, left us
for a Staff College Course in the Middle East. We wish
him every success, and happy landings as we may not
be seeing him again until we reach Dover.
W.O.II Sharman has taken over the duties of M.T.O.
and we assure him of our loyal support. The next six
weeks will be hard going as we have our Annual M.T.
Inspection, followed by the hand over to the incoming
unit; anyway, we are sure that our usual high standard
will be maintained.

Congratulations to L/Cpl. Shopland, who has signed
on for a further period of service—well done, Bob, we
are sure you won't regret it. L/Cpl. Bruggen has re
luctantly left us for civilian life; we shall miss his cheerful
personality, and all our best wishes go with him for the
future.
Finally, we have just heard that Pte. Cansdale has been
admitted to hospital in Nairobi, and hope that he soon
gets well and returns to the fold.

SIGNAL PLATOON
AN ODE TO A COMPANY SIGNALLER

If you're a Company Signaller, your life is very tough,
You have to walk for miles and miles through country
thick and rough.
And when you reach the highest peak and wish to stand
and stare,
The officer says, "For crying out loud it's time you were
on the air".
Now when you're left alone in camp with several sets to
work
And then at length you get a call from outside with a jerk,
Plaintively you ask "control" if he will close you down—
And he just snarls "Wait, out" as if he wore a royal crown.
Perhaps your watch is running slow, a minute here and
there,
And you may come up slightly late upon the sacred air;
An icy voice will answer you with acid tone and dry—
" 'Two, Pronto' speaking, you are late, can you tell me
why?"
Give me a job back at Control where, sitting down all
day,
You get a grip of other blokes no matter what they say;
Give me a job where no patrols march into forest dense,
Give me a job back at Control just sitting on the fence.
DRUMS
In the near future, the Battalion will be returning to
Thika, and that means that the famous words, "Send for
the Drummers" will be heard again because someone
can't get their tent up, or, "Drum Major, can I have
some of your Drummers to do this or that", but we are
accustomed to these trifling matters and we just take
them in.our stride.
To think that the Band will soon be joining us once
more, how happy it makes us. To think that we shall
soon be seeing their smiling faces once more; no doubt
they will all be glad to be back after the terrible time they
have had with the Nairobi (or "Tarmac") Fusiliers. Of
course they will only be too pleased to help us out with
the duties.
We have just returned .to camp after spending a few
days with the R.N.F.s, rehearsing a show for the Africans.
We met our friends the Devons once again, also the
Drums of the R.N.F.S, and much to our surprise the
Drums of the 5th K.A.R. The Parade started with the
Massed Drums marching from the Bahati Location to
the African Stadium. We then gave the Africans a half
hour's marching and playing, just for good measure.
When we had finished, the Mayor of Nairobi made a
speech, at the conclusion of which he presented one of the
African Officials with a £500 cheque to start a Club in
the African Location. Thinking all the talking had
finished, we got ready to march off, when somebody else
popped up with another speech and another £500. We
then started to wonder if any of this was coming our
way, but no, the same African got it.
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Allen has returned from Madagascar, after a very
successful tour with the Army Boxing Team. He didn't
say what part was successful, the Boxing or what he did
in between Boxing; he won his first fight, but in his
second, fighting the same opponent, he lost on points.
According to Allen, "We was robbed". We all con
gratulate him on doing so well.
We should like to join in congratulating the Battalion
on winning the InterUnit Quiz Competition; some of
you may remember the time the R.A.F. beat us 8—0 at
football, so in winning the quiz we evened things out a
little. It was a pity that no Drummers were in the quiz
team—but then they play all the football.

4th/5th Battalion
MONGST the Battalion
silver is a cup presented
"by Captain G. K. Burge
in 1903 to the 1st Volunteer
Battalion, The Buffs. The
first plaque on its base
records that it was won by
No. 3 Section of "A" Com
pany in that same year. The
winning team comprised
C/Sgt. Smith, Sgt. Home,
L/Cpl. Boon, Cyclists Stead,
Lawrence, Culver, Ralph and
Pte. Chapman. Recently
there has come to light a
photograph of that team;
how grand they look posed around the very cup
over fifty years ago, a reminder, if one were
needed, of the sound foundations of our present
unit.
As for the future, National Service intakes
continue and already there is need for an expan
sion of our activities. It is hoped shortly to
report fully on this new development and also
to record any changes in personnel. For the
present we are fully occupied with the new
training directive, a weighty paper containing
one or two surprises in store. "With tanks . . . ."
seems to have awakened a great deal of
speculation as to our possible fate at Camp next
year! An innovation is the running of weekend
training under Company arrangements with
"A" Company (Ramsgate and Margate) taking
the field on 6th and 7th November at Sandwich.
"D" Company at Folkestone with other local
Territorial Army units was adopted by that
Borough in a ceremony which unfortunately
was marred by rain. The report, however, that
the Company carried out its programme clad in
jackets, paratroop, is, we understand, quite
unfounded.

A!

Recent departures include Peter Fynmore, who
is now struck off the Battalion strength.
The team entered for the Eastern Command
Motor Cycle Trials encountered shocking con
ditions over the course and despite a most
valiant attempt by Pte. Jones (who was forced
to retire after completing eight of the eleven
sections) failed to gain a place in the final.
Naturally there was some despondency at the
result, but all members acquitted themselves
well; future successes are certain.
AUTUMN CAMP, 1954
The Autumn Camp was held at Canterbury from
26th September to 9th October and proved to be quite
successful both as to training and weather. We were
lucky to have the help of Q.M.S.I. Middleton and Sgt.
Dean for Weapon Training instruction, to whom we
express our thanks for their first class performance.
Everyone enjoyed their hike through Eask Kent on
the mapreading scheme except perhaps the one person
who is possibly too accustomed to travelling in East
Kent 'buses!
The A.E.R. personnel attending the camp really pulled
their weight very well and, we hope, enjoyed and benefited
from the fortnight.
The success of the camp was largely due to the assistance
unstintingly given us by the Home Counties Brigade
Depot.
k

k

k

EASTERN COMMAND MOTOR CYCLE TRIALS
As reported briefly last month, the Battalion Motor
Cycle team took part in the Eastern Command trials at
Pirbright on 26th September. Members of the team were
all from "A" Company.
They moved off on the afternoon of the previous day
with their machines loaded on the 10ton Thorneycroft
loaned for the occasion by Support Company, and in
high spirits set course for the assembly area at Marefield
Camp, Sussex. On arriving there much activity took
place with the unloading of machines, sorting out accom
modation and getting a meal. The facilities provided by
the "host" unit of the Intelligence Corps were excellent
and very much appreciated.
The morning of the trials found great excitement
everywhere, with the colourful hats and armbands of
officials and inspectors mingling with the more sober
garments of the competitors. The Battalion team stood
quietly by their machines, taking it all in and discussing
the form amongst themselves.
As I left them to go on to Pirbright they were warming
up their machines and moving slowly to the start point.
At Pirbright it was possible from the score board to see
how they were faring, although as yet they were many
miles away. By the time they arrived at the sealed park
their team position was good; only six points having been
dropped during the morning. After a quick cup of tea
it was possible to find out from the team themselves what
the going was like and it was here that the first indications
were received of the snags croppingup. However, still
confident, the team set off for the afternoon sections
with their usual good heart. The first to be called was
Cpl. Hogben, who got away well and made a faultless
descent on the first section, as did Pte. Mills, although
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in the meantime the rain came down in sheets soaking
competitors and spectators alike. It was at this point
that real trouble came. Pte. Jones, who did so well in
the District event, failed to start but managed to enter
after much kicking and finally pushing his machine.
Whilst this was going on the other two riders were forging
ahead steadily with each consistently building up points.
There were eleven sections in all and it was at number
eight that Pte. Jones finally had to retire after fighting his
machine for so long in order to keep it going. With this
retirement of course went our chances of gaining a place
in the finals.
Nevertheless it was a spirited attempt
and the team is to be congratulated on its endeavours.
Well done! Better luck next time.
*

*

*

"A" COMPANY
We offer sincere congratulations to C.S.M. J. Gabriel
on his wellmerited promotion and know he will enjoy
his stay with us. His effect on the Company is already
most noticeable and we understand that the Regimental
barber is setting up shop with an eye to future business.
C/Sgt. Couzens has also returned to the fold after a variety
of escapades (and possibly escapes as well) elsewhere and
is now looking after the Sandwich detachment.
The month has been fairly quiet, except for those of us
who attended the Autumn Camp at Canterbury. The
fourteen days included a mapreading exercise and a
36hour scheme; like all camps it had varied effects on
different people and Sgt. Vaughan appeared to have
suffered the most. For a while he could scarcely talk!
We trust that the SecondinCommand has completely
recovered from his experiment in chainreaction and that
he is again mobile. The difference between a contusion
and a nuclear fission is vast—very vast.
Arrangements are in hand for the training weekend at
Sandwich and it is hoped to take part in the Remembrance
Day parade in company with the Royal Air Force and
other local contingents.
At Margate Cpl. Amos, A.C.C., and Sgt. Saunders,
R.E.M.E., are continuing their courses of instruction for
the W.R.A.C. at The Towers.
Sandwich is going great guns with a number of social
events with the Past and Present Association and the
Royal Air Force, Sandwich. Already there has been a
successful social evening and an interunit shooting
match; our thanks are due to Mr. Field for his liaison
work in this connection.
The M.M.G. Platoon have paid two visits to the range
since the last notes were published. On the first occasion
a demonstration and practice of night firing was carried
out at Canterbury and we are grateful for the facilities
laid on for us by the R.S.M. and Sgt. Dean. Despite the
cold, quite a useful evening was spent on the thirty yards
range and at one stage a most successful demonstration
of the spigot mortar (?) was achieved when the muzzle
attachment described a lazy arc through the air to fall
with a plonk some yards in front of the firing point!
On the Classification Range at Lydd, scores were not
high, a strong wind and possibly the night before seemed
to be affecting the fall of shot badly. We all tried our
hands at the timed exposure practice and soon found
that the time allowed for the Marksman's Badge was all
too. short. A succession of fcedblock stoppages added
to the consternation on the firing point—and served to
increase the ribald remarks passed subsequently by C.S.M.
Gabriel and Sgt. Hurlow. Even the Platoon Commander
came unstuck and had to wrestle with a gun which would
not fire.
Accommodation and feeding arrangements

were admirably arranged by the A.A. Command School,
R.E.M.E., and a successful social encounter with the
local Branch of the British Legion led to at least one
member of the Platoon drinking lime juice. A fact which
is worthy of record.
We congratulate Pte. Jones on his success in the District
Motor Cycle Meeting and look forward to him showing
his paces over the rough on Salisbury Plain.
*

*

*

"C" COMPANY
On 27th September the Company visited "D" Company
at Folkestone. After we had overcome our feeling of
awe at entering such a palatial Drill Hall we had a most
enjoyable evening.
We were successful in beating "D" Company at
shooting, basketball and darts, whilst the opposition
triumphed in the table tennis competition. We are looking
forward to entertaining them at Herne Bay on 2Sth
October.
Drill night training is causing a flutter in the Company
dovecote after receiving the latest training directive. No
doubt we shall settle down to it in due course.
*

*

*

"D" COMPANY
We would like to express our thanks to "S" Company
for the very enjoyable evening we had on the occasion
of their visit. Our P.S.L, the ubiquitous C.S.M. Seymour,
deserves a special mention for the excellent manner in
which the various events were organised. The results of
our lilts were:—
Darts:
"D" Company
5
"S" Company
1
Shooting
"D" Company 264
"S" Company 255
Snooker
"D" Company
1
"S" Company
2
On the following week our guests were "B" Company.
Sgt. Partridge made a left flanking attack on the Drill
Hall, always!"we noticed, keeping "one leg on the ground".
His main objective was of course the bar, but, alas, his
tactics were of no avail as he was intercepted and com
pelled to retire in disorder to organise a team for the
.22 shoot. At netball some of us got rather nettled, but
after Sgt. Partridge had introduced some very new rules
and generally poured oil on troubled waters in a fatherly
fashion, everything went well. We look forward to our
next meeting on 28th October: the results of the Folke
stone skirmish were:—
Basket Ball:
Tabic Tennis:
Shooting:
Darts:

"D"
"D"
"D"
"D"

Company
2
Company
7
Company 489
Company
6

"B"
"B"
"B"
"B"

Company 14
Company
5
Company 490
Company
9

At our first dance on 1st October, we were pleased to
see the Commanding Officer, the Adjutant, Major Neville
and the R.S.M. Everyone seemed to derive a full measure
of pleasure from this event and we are hoping to see our
friends from the other Companies at our next dance.
A newlyformed Dance and Social Committee is now
functioning and we are confident that this body will keep
"D" Company's end up in the field of social activities.
We were very pleased and proud to have been adopted
by the Borough of Folkestone. Apart from the purely
formal aspect of such a ceremony we hope that the
general public may become a little more Territorial Army
conscious as the result.
Heartiest congratulations to L/Cpl. Chippcrfield and
Pte. Gillow on their recent "plunges"; we wish both of
them and their wives all the luck in the world.
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"S" COMPANY
The AntiTank Platoon had a National Service week
end at Lydden Spout, and although the weather was
awful, I he shooting was pretty good. With the passing
of the month we have said farewell to C/Sgt. Hunt, our
genial C.Q.M.S., who has left us seven years after the
war; we wish him all the best and look forward to seeing
him from time to time.
As the winter evenings draw in we are settling down to
training again. "D" Company paid a visit recently and
fired against our team on the .22 range, after which wc
had skirmishes at billiards, snooker and darts. Everyone
seemed to be enjoying themselves.

up in force, and it was nice to see a fair sprinkling of the
ladies present. Wc look forward to entertaining "C"
Company next month, and trust they will enjoy their
evening.
There is some concentrated practice going on at .22
shooting at the moment in preparation for the Postal
Shoot, and we should be able to produce a team that will
make our opponents look to their laurels.
A welcome now, and a farewell. We trust that Drum
Major Pattenden, who has joined us to take over the
Drums, will have a happy time, and wish L/Cpl. Gomm
success with the Metropolitan Police.

*

Driving instruction has been going on during the latter
end of the light evenings and at last, we have at least two
Sergeants who ought to make the grade on passingout
tests.
Congratulations to L/Cpls. Fedder and R. Bailey on
their promotions; sincere good wishes to Pte. Cuthberl
on his marriage.
With the latest National Service intake the Company
strength is approaching the two hundred mark.
The month has passed quietly for the Mortar Platoon
largely, we suspect, because of the late hoppicking
season. The carriers have been returned from Camp
but not in their usual smart condition after the journey
down. However, thanks to the hard work of Sgt. Allen
and Ptes. Hinkley and Aldred, they are looking somewhat
near normal again and we hope soon to be able to take
them out on the road. The weather on the National
Service weekend at Lydden Spout was in keeping with
some of the scores on the L.M.G.!
Our Platoon Commander, Lieut. Oliver, is now at the
Royal Agricultural College at Cirencester. We hope he
will enjoy his stay there and that he will be able to attend
camp next year for the full treatment wc expect to take
place.
The problem the Assault Pioneers are trying to solve is
the reason for the nonappearance of their Platoon
Commander since camp. Can it be that he has not re
covered from his "ordeal" under our Platoon Sergeant—
or has he other occupations for his spare time? It would
be nice to see him occasionally. The sale of chocolate
has dropped considerably since camp, which only goes
to show who has a sweet tooth in the Platoon. We sin
cerely hope that Cpl. Chacksfield and his wife will enjoy
a long and happily married life.
*

*

W

E much regret to hear that Chocolate
Taylor, whom many will remember as an
old time 2nd Battalion Drummer, is—at
the time of writing—lying seriously ill in All
Saints' Hospital. We wish him a speedy recovery
and thank his daughter for informing us.
*

The range practice fired at Lydden Spout on 8th and
9th October turned out to be a little damp before it
finished.
On Saturday the rifle practices were fired
satisfactorily, but on Sunday mist, and then rain, stopped
play and both uniforms and spirits were somewhat
dampened.
Some of our numbers were despatched to Folkestone
to give aid to "D" Company in their Adoption Parade
and rumour has it that this was completed at a slow
breaststroke.
A very pleasant evening was spent on the 15th when
wc entertained "A" Company to a social evening with
Captain Morgan, M.C., and the M.M.G. Platoon turning

*

*

We had a nice letter from Bert Tester, telling
us all about the 6th Battalion Dinner and its
great success. Old Comrades of 19141918
came along from as far off as Manchester,
Brighton, Ramsgate, etc.
What a shining
example of esprit de corps when one considers
that the youngest man present must be nearly
60 years of age.
*

*

*

The recent death of Charley Crooks will
come as a sad announcement to his many old
friends. Charley served in the 2nd Battalion in
Athlone days and on to the Boer War. He was
a Signaller and reached the age of 84. He was
a widower and did not have the best enjoyment
of life. The London Branch never forgot him.
*

This month's notes open with news of a .22 rifle shoot
against the Home Guard at St. Peter's Lane, and resulting
in a convincing win for H.Q. Company.

*

Old Brigade News

*

H.Q. COMPANY

*

*

*

Cpl. E. M. Dungey's letter is of interest. He
mentions No. 1 Sgt. Holmes. Did this N.C.O.
obtain this number after Brigade Numbers were
abolished?
*

*

*

It was pleasing to know that Capt. Norman
Linwood was present at the 6th Battalion
Dinner. Well over 80 years, he is just the same
finely built man as of old. The greatest "Chest"
expander of young soldiers the Buffs have ever
known.
N:

*

*

Our best wishes to Captain (Taffy) and Mrs.
Reed, whom we well remember in the days of
long ago.
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We should like to have news of Captain
(Birdie) Hopps who has moved from his Hove
address and his present whereabouts is unknown.
For years previously he lived at Anerley, and
never missed a London Branch Meeting. If still
alive he must be nearly 90 years of age.
*

*

*

*

Do you remember: "Old Joyful" who kept
the "Bell Inn" in the Military Road at Canter
bury?—A fine fellow and a grand recruiter for
the Buffs. Running drill before breakfast?
Your first attempt over and under the obstacles?
Leaving the Depot with your rolled bandolier
cape to join the Home Battalion? How those
who were T.X. were played out by the Drums
to the tunes of the Regimental March and
Auld Lang Syne? Happy days—never forgotten*
*

*

*

There may still be a very few Buffs between
80 and 90 years of age who may remember the
resurrection of The Dragon in the 1st Battalion
Printer's Shop on Saturday, 1st November, 1886.
*

*

*

November 5th, 1885, was the first meeting of
the 1st and 2nd Battalions. It was at Singapore.
On November 8th in the year 1878, five Com
panies of the 2nd Battalion, The Buffs, were
wrecked on board the St. Lawrence on the
Paternoster Rocks, S.A.
J.EfE.

Past and Present
Association
Associate Life Members
1ST TO 31ST OCTOBER

Brighton Branch.—Potter, Ronald.
Sandwich Branch.—Fagg, L. J., Rye, E. D.
H.Q.—Nevshehir, Capt. H. R.
*

k

it

Annual Members
1ST TO 31ST OCTOBER

H.Q.—Lawrence, J., Willis, R., Forward, R.
Sandwich Branch.—Marsh, J., Bushell, R. J.
Ramsgate Branch.—Fright, A. G.
London Branch.—Powsey, A. E.
k

k

k

Donations
Canterbury Cricket Week Bali (1st donation)
Buffs Golfing Society

Grants
The total grants from the Benevolent Fund and the
World War, 1939, Charitable Fund during the month of
October, 1954, are as follows:—
£ s. d.
Benevolent Fund
48 15 0
World War 1939 Charitable Fund
18 0 0

£ s. d.
100 0 0
2 80

*

*

Medway Branch
The Branch outing to Snodland on 9th October went
off with a bang. About thirty members and friends were
present and all, according to reports, thoroughly enjoyed
themselves. Unfortunately I was unable to be with them
so have garnered no "titbits" to report.
Whatever happened on the outing it did not stop our
stalwarts being present the next day for the dedication of
the Standard of the local branch of the Burma Star
Association. The parade, which formed up at the Town
Hall, Chatham, was a really remarkable one for a pro
vincial show. There were thirtyfour standards on the
parade which was led by the Royal Marines Band, Deal
Division, and accompanied by the R.E. Cadet Band the
Pipers of the local Kent Home Guard Battalion. The
salute, after the dedication, was taken by the Commander
inChief, The Nore, accompanied by His Worship the
Mayor of Rochester.
Some Sittingbourne members who were present joined
our Branch detachment for the March Past. This was
much appreciated as it augmented our numbers and gave
a bolder support for the Buffs Standard.
Another parade is in the offing. The British Legion is
arranging the usual Armistice Sunday Parade on which
we shall be represented by a detachment with our standard.
The parade will have taken place by the time these notes
get into print but Branch members unable to be at our
meeting in October will be pleased to know that our
Chairman, Mr. Cox, will place a wreath, provided by the
Branch, at the Memorial.
In the last Branch notes I emphasised that our future
meetings would be held at the Horse and Groom,
Rochester. This arrangement has fallen through com
pletely but a little bird has whispered in my ear that the
premises at the Two Brewers, where we shall continue
to meet, are to be enlarged and that we shall find the
accommodation allotted to us more to our liking and
this, mark you, in the not too distant future. And so,
folk, Branch members and possible visitors alike, please
remember that we still meet at the Two Brewers, High
Street, Rochester, on the last Saturday of each month.
The exception proves the rule, it is said, and owing to
the fact that about twelve members have accepted an
invitation to attend the R.A.S.C. Past and Present
Association social on Saturday, 27th November, it has
been decided that we shall hold our next monthly meeting
on the previous Saturday, the 20th. Members please
note. The invitation by the R.A.S.C. was much appreciated
by us.
We were all sorry to hear that our President, Mr.
Hepworth, and our VicePresident, Mr. Pop Street, and
Mr. Chambers are under doctor's orders. We wish them
the best of luck and trust that they will soon regain their
health and strength. Another of our regular members,
Mr. Taylor (Drums), who keeps in close touch with Major
Enright, London Branch, is, I am sorry to say, a patient
in All Saints' Hospital, Chatham. His daughter wrote to
say that her father was terribly upset because he would
not be with us at our monthly meeting. All members
hope that Mr. Taylor will be back home by the time
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these notes are published—we can assure him that his
thought of the Branch in such trying circumstances
deeply impressed us.
Mr. Sales, and two or three others, came all the way
from Northfleet to be with us. I always think that that
takes a lot of courage and enthusiasm. There was a
couple of dozen of us at the October meeting to discuss
the weighty affairs of Branch business. Some of our
regulars were at Canterbury enjoying themselves at the
4/5th Battalion Annual Dinner. We missed their cheerful
faces very much indeed and hope that there was no
after effects from the celebrations.
The subject of the presentation of medals to the winners
and runnersup in the InterBranch Darts Competition
produced some fireworks. In the first round this year
we are at home to Margate Branch and we are offering
them the choice of Saturdays, 4th and 11th December.
Undoubtedly it will be a closely contested game but
whoever wins through to the next round will not alter
the fact that we shall have a good social evening
which, incidentally, was, I believe, the original purpose
of inaugurating the event—to promote social activity
between Branches in the Association.
Unfortunately for us Tommy Blakelock is unable to
captain our team this year. I say unfortunately because
this is a serious loss to our team and one which we shall
find it hard to replace—but Margate Branch would do well
not to take too much heart over this as we have a few
excellent reserves. 
It has been decided to again hold our Christmas party
and we were pleased to see that the initiative was taken
in this matter by two members who are the good de^^ad^
able type but who usually say very little, I refer toV
Thorn and Mr. Chaney who proposed and secondeliSgte—
motion respectively. Good for you two, let us hear some
more from you. Mr. Hutchings has kindly made tentative
arrangements for accommodation for the party to be
held at Southill Barracks again. Thank you very much,
Mr. H.
Mr. P. V. Pardew, M.M., our Standard Bearer, is, we are
pleased to note, taking more and more initiative in our
Branch affairs. He reported to the meeting on several
matters and told us that our President had been kind
enough to give him, for Branch use, some fishing tackle
from which he, Mr. Pardew, had been able to make two
almost complete rods. Now he wants a reel. I wonder
if any Branch member (or anybody else, for that matter)
has any old fishing tackle stored away for which they
have no further use—let Mr. Pardew know, please. In
this manner we may be able to fit out a Branch team to
challenge the supremacy of Dover Branch in 1955.
Sittingbourne Branch let our Hon. Secretary, Mr.
Brand, know that they had a few seats to spare in the
coach that was taking their members to a social given by
the London Branch. This was very good of Sittingbourne
as it enabled five of our members to have an unexpected
outing which they much enjoyed. Thanks very much,
Sittingbourne, for a genuine Buff gesture.
We are all now looking forward to the return of the
1st Battalion to this country, and whether we shall be
able to greet them in person or not it is our wish that they
have a safe return and a long and enjoyable sojourn at
home before again going abroad.
*

*

*

Ladies' Guild
We have not appeared in The Dragon for two months,
but the reason for this is that our hall has been re
decorated so we were unable to use it for our meetings.
However, the October meeting was duly held and well
attended, and we were delighted to welcome a new

member—Mrs. Eldridge. The business was rather more
than usual as we had our 1955 programme to plan, and
arrangements for our annual "Pilgrimage" to Canterbury
to complete. After all this a small whist drive was held
and the prizes were presented by the Mayoress of
Gillingham—Mrs. Medhurst.
The outing to Canterbury was on Tuesday, 2nd
November, when over twenty of us journeyed to Canter
bury and spent a most enjoyable day there. We arranged
to arrive in time to witness the ceremony of the turning
of the page of the Book of Life; afterwards having coffee
with Mrs. Findlay and being joined by Mrs. Argles.
Evensong in the Cathedral was attended by most of
the party, after which we had the great pleasure and
privilege of being conducted round the Library, now
rebuilt, where many wonderful documents and other
treasures on exhibition for our benefit were shown and
explained to us. Once again our thanks are due to Mrs.
Findlay for seeing this wonderful display; she always
makes our days at Canterbury such a success.
We are glad to be able to make a gift to the Buffs War
Memorial Fund of five pounds as well as our annual
contribution towards the flowers for the Cathedral.
M.
*

*

*

Ramsgate Branch
The monthly meeting of the Ramsgate Branch of the
Past and Present Association, The Buffs, was held at
Headquarters, the "Freemasons' Tavern", on Friday,
15th October, 1954. The Chairman, Mr. C. F. Fakley,
presided, supported by Major A. J. H. Taylor, Lieut. W.
Wotton, Major H. Martin, Mr. E. H. Swendell and Mr.
B. E. Knott, Branch Secretary. Mr. Fakley welcomed
the President, Major A. J. H. Taylor, and all members
and stated he was pleased with the attendance, support
and interest of all Past and Present Buffs and he extended
an especial welcome to Sgt. Nash of the Depot, The Buffs,
and to the new members, Messrs. J. G. Home and A. G.
Fright.
Mr. Fakley expressed the Branch's sympathy with their
sick members, Messrs. C. Curtis and W. Joynson. He
wished them both a speedy recovery to good health.
They were all sorry to hear of the death of one of their
Life Members, Mr. E. W. Martin. After expressing their
deepest sympathy with the widow and family the members
stood for two minutes' silence as a token of respect to
their late comrade.
Mr. Hogben gave an excellent account of the Business
of the A.G.M. at Canterbury. He quoted an extract from
the Colonel of the Regiment, General Boucher's speech,
who said: "I want to pass straight on to my main theme,
which I might entitle 'An appeal to youth'. I say with
all respect that, at my various appearances at our Re
unions, I view with some alarm the average age of those
attending! The saying that 'old soldiers never die' is not
quite true. The essence of our Association is its per
manence. We cannot last for ever and if that essential
permanence is to be maintained, we have simply got to
attract younger men into the Association so that it can
be carried on from strength to strength." It was essential
to the continued progress to recruit the younger Buffs in
our Association.
Mr. Knott, the Branch Secretary, gave details of the
coming local British Legion Festival of Remembrance.
He stated that Mr. Cook, their Standard Bearer, was
attending and the Ramsgate Branch was giving their
support. The Chairman, Mr. Fakely, said that owing to
booking difficulties, the Annual Branch Dinner had been
postponed until the New Year, but the Committee had
definitely decided to have a dinner and the arrangements
were now in the hands of the Social Committee.
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Mr. Castle, the Christmas Tea Party Organiser, stated
that St. George's Parish Hall had been engaged for this
event. His helpers and himself hoped to make this a
successful event for members' children. He thanked all
members who had promised their assistance and support
and jocularly remarked that it was to be a phenominal
event in the history of the local Branch.
Major A. J. H. Taylor congratulated the Fishermen
who had won the Association Fishing Cup. The Major
said that with such excellent cooperation with the
officers, members and all Committees, progress was
assured. He wished the Branch further success.

Canterbury Branch
Our Monthly Meeting for October was held in the
Drill Hall Club Room on Friday, 22nd, 1954, and
attendance was smaller than usual possibly due to
Members overlooking the fact that there were five Fridays
in October. This appears to happen whenever the extra
Friday appears and it may be a good idea to make our
Meeting date on the last Friday instead of the fourth.
Shooting enthusiasts have been turning up for practice
on Friday evenings at the Miniature Range in the New
Infantry Barracks, and we are indebted to Major Dendy
for so kindly placing the range at our disposal. To R.M.S.
White and Sgt. Dean we say many thanks for laying on
everything and all we want is to see greater numbers
turning up, the time is 7.30 p.m. each Friday except on
Meeting nights. It had been hoped to enter two teams,
but, alas, we have only been able to raise one. Each week
a sweep is held, the Chairman winning the first, since
when Mr. Housego has won it twice running. The member
whose score is nearest to the average of everyone firing
takes the "kitty". And let us add it is possible to get a
drink due to the kindness of Mr. White in organising a
detached Sergeants' Mess.
The Branch has decided to parade on Remembrance
Sunday and attend the Special Service in the Garrison
Church with the Depot Church Parade, at 10.30 a.m., on
7th November, 1954, when it is hoped that our numbers
will be as many and possibly greater than on August
Remembrance Day. The Branch Standard will be on
parade and it is hoped that we will be able to implement
the wish of the Colonel of the Regiment, to bring the
Past to the notice of the young Present in an effort to get
them along to our Meetings from time to time. The
parade clashes with the British Legion Service in the
Cathedral to which various local ExService organizations
have received invitations to take part, but as the Branch
was overlooked, we decided to attend the Church known
to all Buffs to pay homage to all those who gave their
lives in the two World Wars.
The December Meeting falls on Christmas Eve and
therefore itwas agreed by all present not to hold a meeting
during that month. Take a note of the January Meeting
date, Friday, 28th, and let us start the New Year with a
bumper gathering.
As a result of the Canterbury Carnival the Branch funds
have received a cheque for £16 for which we are grateful.
Congratulations to Sgt. Jim Laker, a member of our
Branch, in his 40th Regimental Birthday, and going on
for another three years. Good for you, Jim.
His many friends in the Canterbury Branch are delighted
to hear of Jock Clayton's restoration to health, and the
visit of Joe and Mrs. Goss, recently, was a pleasure to all
his old 1st Battalion friends.

Old friends of MacPhelan and particularly "9568"
are very sorry to hear of his serious illness and send
wishes for a speedy recovery.
We wish Col. Grace and all ranks of the 1st Battalion
a hearty welcome home, and trust everyone will spend a
happy Yuletide with their families after a hectic time in
Kenya.

Brighton Branch
Our unofficial monthly meeting in October seemed to
be well attended; among others turning up were Messrs.
Carr, Guest, Peacock,.Parsons, Kinsey and Howard. We
were especially glad to see Mr. Carr looking almost his
old self again, if perhaps a little thinner—he's had over
six months of .sickness so we do really hope he is now
really fit again and not working too hard.
Mr. J. Dray is keeping fit and was last seen painting in
the Secretary's kitchen at Burgess Hill—keep it up,
Jimmy, as there are several more rooms that need
painting—the Secretary himself was busy between the
showers harvesting his apples and overhauling the cider
press and barrels. We would like to send a Branch
representative to say "Welcome Home" to the Battalion
at Dover but it's a long way to go at short notice so we
must just say it here instead and vow to visit them as soon
as they are installed in a good station in Germany.
ACHEM.

Dover Branch

monthly meeting was held on Thursday, 7th
October, 1954. The Chairman opened the meeting at
7.45 p.m. The Secretary read the Minutes, which were
confirmed.
CORRESPONDENCE.—Letter from Mr. Mills (Ashford
Branch), who has been to Ashford Hospital to visit one of
our members (Mr. Clarabuth). Our thanks to Mr. Mills.
Letter re I/4th Buffs' Dinner. Letter re Insurance of
Rifles and Banner. Secretary reported all in order now.
Letter read from Jack Abbott re trip to football and then
a proposed visit after to London Battalion meeting.
Letter to London Branch asking them to visit Marsh of
Dover in London Hospital.
The Secretary read a report of his visit to the A.G.M. at
Canterbury. The report, a lengthy one, was accepted
and a vote of thanks was passed to him.
Names were taken for rifle shooting team and eight
names handed in. Mr. Deal, who won first prize at
Canterbury, presented 5/ to Branch funds. Many thanks.
In the recent Fishing Competition held at Dover, a
competition was presented by. Mrs. Marsh, wife of our
Chairman, and the sum of £1 7s. Od. was given by her to
our Branch Funds. A vote of thanks was passed to her
by Mr. Hare and seconded by Mr. Joyner, who wished this
to be recorded. Major Yates caught a pouting of
1 lb. 7 ozs.
Mr. Murton won our monthly raffle, which was
presented.
Seventeen members were present at the meeting.
T.H.H.
*

*

*

Sittingbourne Branch
MINUTES of the 228th meeting of the Past and Present

Association of The Buffs, held at the Drill Hall, East
Street, Sittingbourne, on Friday, 3rd September, 1954.
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Regimental Histories oi* The Buffls
The following Histories may be obtained from the Administration
Officer, Depot The Bufls, New Infantry Barracks, Canterbury
BY APPOINTMENT SXLY8RSMITHS

HISTORICAL RECORDS OF THE BUFFS
1572—1704

TO THE LATE KING GEORGE YT

by H. R. KNIGHT

The Badge of your Regiment...

Out of print. Second hand copies available from time to time

1704—1814 and 1814—1914

GARRARD & CO. LTD.
(formerly The Goldsmiths 8c
Silversmiths Company Ltd.) have

by C. R. B. KNIGHT
In Two Parts

for many years specialised



£1 Is. 3d. Post free

1919—1948

in the production of

by C. R. B. KNIGHT

badge jewellery.

£1 5s.

Post free

A SHORT HISTORY OF THE BUFFS
by E. FOSTER HALL
Revised edition



2/6

Post free

"DRUMS AND DRUMMERS"
The Buffs
Gold and Enamel
Home 17 0 0
Export £5 10 0

by G. R. HOWE
Price 2/2

Post free

Here is illustrated the badge
of your Regiment,
fashioned into a brooch, and
produced in gold and enamel.
If desired, these very attractive

JOIN

brooches can be set with
diamonds or other precious stones
for which designs and estimates

THE PAST

are submitted without charge.
Great care is taken to ensure
correctness of detail, and expert
workmanship is assured.

AND PRESENT

GARRARD & CO. LTD.

ASSOCIATION

Crown Jewellers
formerly

THE GOLDSMITHS &

THE BUFFS

SILVERSMITHS COMPANY LTD.

112 REGENT STREET  LONDON  W.i
TELEPHONE: REGENT 3021
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WINES AND SPIRITS
Wines and spirits are an indispens
able part of the Christmas Festivities.
For home, mess or wardroom, Naafi
has in store a wide range of the
choicest vintages, to warm the heart
and bring good cheer.
If you wish to send a present to
your family or friends, ask your
nearest Naafi shop for folders of
the complete range of presenta
tion cases. Naafi will despatch
them to any address in the U.K.
on receipt of your instructions.

CIGARS
The mellow contentment of a good
cigar is doubly welcome at Christmas
time. For your discerning choice,
Naafi presents a range of the finest
varieties. Call at your nearest Naafi
shop today, or write to:—

BJAMI
The Official Canteen Organisation
for H.M. Forces
Esher  Surrey
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THE I
Col. D. J. Dean, v.c., T.D., J.P., presided over the meeting,
supported by Councillor Mount. About 16 members were
present. Minutes of the last meeting were read and a
slight alteration made regarding the voting for Standard
Bearer. Mr. Mount's proposal was that members who
could not attend meetings could vote by proxy.
CORRESPONDENCE.—A letter was received from the
R.N.O.C. Association giving the Branch details of their
Dedication Service. Also inviting us to bring along our
Standard for the parade. It was proposed that the
Secretary, Mr. L. Coward, be Standard Bearer for this
parade. He explained that other commitments prevented
him from accepting the office. Two other names were
given, those of Mr. E. Banks and Mr. G. Dunk, and on
being put to the vote, Mr. Banks won. It was proposed
that a letter referring to the parade be sent to all members.
Carried. A letter was also received from the London
Branch giving us a date in October for our proposed visit.
A.O.B.—On Saturday last a raffle was organised by
Mr. Bob Bareham raising the sum of 12/8 for the Child
ren's Party Box. It was a grand effort from this member
and very much appreciated by the Chairman and mem
bers. Mr. Ern Banks brought along a large bunch of
flowers and also a cucumber for another raffle.
The R.A. social evening was mentioned by the Secretary,
who said that a list was placed on the detail board for the
benefit of those who wanted to attend.
Bill Sinclair said that he had been approached by some
members and asked if the Branch could enter the Kent
Blind Darts Competition. After some discussion it was
proposed by Mr. Mount and seconded by Mr. Banks that
we enter a team. Carried.
It was proposed by Jim Frost that we run Housey
Housey after future meetings. This was seconded by
Mr. H. Rains. Carried.
BOOBY was then drawn. It was given this week by Mr.
G. Dunk and won by Mr. Grant, raising the sum of 10/.
Meeting closed at 8.30 p.m.
*

*

*

MINUTES of the 229th meeting of the Past and Present

Association of The Buffs, held at the Drill Hall, East
Street, Sittingbourne on Friday, October 1st, 1954.
Lieut.Col. J. E. Wills was in the Cha.r, supported by
Councillor Mount. About 15 members were present.
Before the meeting commenced, Lieut.Col. Wills said he
was very sorry to record the death of one of our members,
Mr. R. B. Brown, and mentioned that a wreath was sent
from the Club. All members acquiesced and stood in
silence for a few minutes.
Lieut.Col. Wills said that unfortunately Col. Dean, our
Chairman, was unable to attend that evening.
He then extended a very hearty welcome to Jock
Herbert, who had been unable to be with us for so many
months owing to illness and wished him well in the future.
Minutes of the last meeting were read and signed as a true
record.
CORRESPONDENCE.—A letter was read from the London
Branch saying how much they were looking forward to
our visit on the 16th October, mentioning that on that
particular evening their Branch Standard was being
presented and they felt it a great honour for us to be their
guests. Mr. Grant, a friend of Col. Dean's, sent a message
asking if the latter would try and come along. Bill Sinclair
expressed the wish of some members that we cut out the
football match as it necessitated such an early start, and
go straight to the London Branch. This was favourably
received by members present. On a show of hands it
appeared that only 13 members were likely to go to Lon
don. This would make it very expensive for those members

to defray the cost of the smallest 'bus, a 26seater. It was
agreed that an early decision must be made so that we can
advise London Branch. Lieut.Col. Wills said that we
must get 20 members certain before booking a 'bus,
and this must be decided by Saturday, i.e., tomorrow
night. The Assistant Secretary said he would get a quot
ation for the cost of coach leaving Sittingbourne about
4 p.m. and returning about 11 p.m. This would be
placed on the notice board and members could then add
their names and according to the numbers would be able
to judge the individual cost per head. Mr. Mount said he
would call in to the Club on Saturday night and see what
the response was and then a decision would be made
whether to go to London or not.
A letter was read from Mrs. Brown's daughter, who
wrote on behalf of her mother thanking the Branch for
the wonderful wreath send and the gentlemen who attended
the service and burial of Mr. Brown.
A letter was received from Gamages advising early
ordering of toys for our children's party. The question
was raised "Are we going to have one?". Upon enquiry
from Mr. Croucher, he said our finances were normal,
about the same as last year. Whereupon Bob Russell
proposed that we have a Children's Party on Saturday,
December 11th. This was seconded by Mr. W. Rains and
carried unanimously. Mr. Mount suggested an advertise
ment in the East Kent Gazette giving the date of the Party
and asking for names, ages and sex of children to be
submitted to the Secretary at the Drill Hall, East Street,
by 22nd October. This was agreed to, with the stipulation
that only children of fully paid up members should attend.
The Assistant Secretary was asked to insert the necessary
advertisement. It was proposed by Mr. Rains and
seconded by Mr. Ravensdale that a subcommittee be
appointed to decide upon the cost per toy to be spent
when the numbers of children attending and the amount
of money available were known. Carried. Subcommittee
appointed—Messrs. Mount, Croucher and Sinclair.
A letter was read from Civil Defence extending a cordial
invitation to members to attend a Civil Defence Demon
stration on 20th October.
A letter from Shepherd Neame advised us of a stronger
brew of bottled beer which would be available shortly
and advising us to place orders early. Jock Herbert
suggested that they should send us a sample first. However,
it was decided to place an order for two dozen as a trial.
It will sell at 1/ per halfbottle.
DEDICATION OF STANDARD.—Lieut.Col. Wills said we
should soon have to decide upon a date for the Dedication
of our Standard as a lot of arranging has to be done.
It was agreed that:—
1. Standard be dedicated.
2. All Branches be invited.
3. Local Associations to be invited.
Mr. W. Rains proposed that a provisional date (16th
January, 1955) be fixed. This was seconded by Mr.
Dunk and carried. Mr. Mount proposed that a sub
committee be appointed with full powers to act and make
all necessary arrangements for the dedication, whereupon
Lieut.Col. Wills asked for names and those suggested
were Col. Dean, Messrs. Mount, Croucher, Grant and
Sinclair. This was carried unanimously.
STANDARD BEARER—It was apparent from the dis
cussion which ensued that a good deal of doubt still
exists as to how the Standard Bearer should be appointed.
Mr. Mount explained that what was originally intended
was that a number of members should be proposed and
seconded and voting should then take place by members
at the meeting or by proxy for all names on the list. The
member obtaining the highest number of votes to be the
Standard Bearer for the next occasion and the next highest
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to be his Deputy. In the case of the Standard Bearer not
being able to carry the Standard, the Deputy would do so.
On the next occasion when the Standard was to be carried,
the member with the next highest number of votes would
be the Standard Bearer and the next down the list would
be the Deputy. Normally, the previous Deputy Standard
Bearer would be the Standard Bearer for this occasion
if he had not actually carried the Standard. In this way all
names would eventually be eliminated, after which a new
list of names, irrespective of whether they had carried the
Standard previously or not, would be proposed and
seconded and voting would take place as before. The
fact is that up to the present no such list of nominees
for carrying the Standard have been proposed and
seconded upon which the mmbers can vote. It was
agreed that a sheet of paper for nominations showing
proposer and seconder be placed on the board and that
voting should take place at the next meeting. This will
give an opportunity for members to vote by proxy if
unable to attend. Voting for Standard Bearer for
Remembrance Sunday, 7th November, then took place.
Result:—
Standard Bearer: Mr. Dunk. Proposed by Mr. Rains,
Seconded by Mr. Herbert. Carried.
Deputy Standard Bearer: Mr. Rains. Proposed by Mr.
Croucher, seconded by Mr. Ravensdale. Carried.
BOOBY was then drawn. It was given this month by Mr.
Grant and won by Mr. Russell, raising the sum of 9/6.
Meeting closed at 9 p.m.

Sandwich Branch
The Monthly General Meeting was held at the Drill
Hall on Tuesday, 5th October, 1954 at 8 p.m. Major F. W.
Tomlinson presided, and 20 members were present. The
meeting opened with the usual moment's silence.
The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
adopted.
Apologies were received from our ViceChairman,
Lieut.Col. N. S. Hart, and Messrs. W. Spicer, E. Denham
and E. Hammond.
Correspondence read and discussed included a letter
from the Hon. Secretary, l/4th Battalion The Buffs,
191419 Reunion Committee regarding their Annual
Dinner to be held at the Drill Hall, Canterbury, on October
30th; the General Secretary's Annual Report for 195354;
the Chairman's speech and the Minutes of the A.G.M.
Our two Branch Delegates to the Meeting, Mr. A.
Bundock and Mr. F. Harvey, gave reports on the Meeting
and the very interesting weapon display which followed.
Following the correspondence, the Social Committee
Chairman (M. Moxon) reported on the darts match held
on Friday, 17th September, when the Branch played the
Local T.A., the latter winning 2—0. A very good evening
was enjoyed by those present. Refreshments were served
by Miss Kathleen and Miss Gladys Field, who also ran
a very successful competition for Branch funds. Prizes
were kindly given by Mr. J. Field and Mr. E. Hart. A,
vote of thanks was accorded the helpers and donors.
Arrangements had been made for Friday 24th Septem
ber to play the R.A.F. Corporals' Club, but unfortunately
they were unable to attend owing to a last minute exercise.
However, a very good evening was enjoyed and a com
petition was run which benefited Branch funds.
For Friday, October 8th, arrangements have been
made to play the R.A.F. Sergeants' Club and a Ladies'
Team, and members were requested to turn up with their
ladies in good strength. Mr. E. Hart again kindly offered
to give a prize for the competition, for which the Chair
man expressed his thanks.

It was also announced that arrangements were ,now in
hand to run a Dance at the Drill Hall on Saturday, 4th
December.
The Secretary reported having enrolled a new Life
Member, Mr. E. D. Rye, and an Annual Member, Mr.
W. F. Spicer, had now become a Life Member.
Mr. Colyer reported having recently met in the town the
Chairman and Secretary of the Medway Branch, who had
asked him to convey their best wishes to the Branch.
Thank you, Medway.
The question of a Poppy Wreath for Remembrance
Sunday, November 7th, 1954, was discussed, and it was
agreed to purchase the same style of wreath as last year
with the addition of the Regimental Badge attached.
LADIES' GUILD.—Following a discussion, it was un
animously agreed that, subject to Headquarters' approval,
a Branch of the Ladies' Guild be formed in Sandwich.
The matter was left in the hands of the Chairman to get
in touch with Headquarters.
This concluded the business of the meeting.

Denmark Branch
Due to various circumstances, we were forced to post
pone the General Meeting in June, partly because Major
Iversen has a cold and partly because the Branch Standard
had not arrived, wherefore the General Meeting took
place on Thursday, October 14th, and I would add that
we spent a very pleasant evening. We opened the meeting
with the inauguration of the Standard; part of the
Danish Press appeared and some pictures were taken.
The undermentioned members of the Association were
partly reelected and partly elected in the management:
Chairman:
Major W. M. Iversen, K.D.
ViceChairman: S. Thielfoldt Nielsen.
Secretary:
P. Berendt.
Treasurer:
Kai Weeke.
Editor:
Toni Dahlmann.
Auditor:
Reinholdt Telling.
As the Chairman was indisposed, the ViceChairman
reported on events in the past year, which report was
carried by acclamation, whereafter the Treasurer made
his report, which was likewise carried by acclamation.
During the meeting the members were informed of the
Winter Postal Shooting Competition between various
Branches in England and the Denmark Branch. The
members took immediate interest in this competition.
Denmark Branch has decided to form a team of five
members, and the hope was expressed that the Branch will
be able to beat the English Branches.
Shooting Prizes were finally given to the winners of the
InterShooting Competition of the Denmark Branch for
the years 195253 and 195354.
195253: 1st Prize P. Berendt
2nd Prize Bent Morbech
3rd Prize Poul Orberg
195354: 1st Prize Bent Morbech
2nd Prize P. Berendt
3rd Prize S. E. Frederiksen
The first prize for 195354 was the prize—a silver tray—
given by Lieut.Col. Grace before he left Denmark, which
prize will have to be won three years in succession or
total five times to become one's property. All the prizes
were given to the winners by our Associate Member,
Colonel Gullachsen.
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Denmark Branch Receive their Standard

Left to Right:—
Lt.Col. P. J. Lewis, K.D.

Major C. Liebman, O.B.E.

Major E. W. B. Peterson, M.C.
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London Branch
Hullo, Buffs, everywhere, London Branch calling.
There was no meeting on 16th October owing to the
presentation of the Branch Standard; also the visit of
the Sittingbourne Branch. Of course we were not
reckoning on having a 'bus strike, which must have
caused quite a number of our regular members to be
absent, I am sure I can hear our old friends in the names
of Messrs, Cobb, Cotton, Everitt, Wenham, Joe. Ooss,
George Hardwick and others, saying some nice things
about our busmen because I know they would not miss the
presentation if they could possibly get along. Bad luck,
fellows, but hope you will be in attendance at all future
events. Under the circumstances it was quite a good
gathering, Colonel Argles once again doing a grand job
of work in travelling up by train to hand over the Standard
to our Chairman, Mr. Billings, who received it on behalf
of our President, Major Enright, who was unable to
attend. The Chairman, on receiving, told us about the
generous gifts towards the purchase of the Standard, by
Mr. Grant and Mr. Lewis, which made it possible for the
Branch to secure this beautiful Standard. Also of the
grand generosity of all our members to reach the final
figure. Mr. Annan, who is acting bearer, made a grand
picture when receiving the Standard for safe keeping,
saying that he would guard it the same way as he guarded
the Regimental Colours in the past.
That striking little ceremony over, let us turn to our
visitors, the members of the Sittingbourne Branch, who

turned up in force, and what a grand crowd—real Buffs,
grand sports and entertainers.
What a great thing this can be, Branches visiting one
another at intervals throughout the year. It could be
one form of attraction to the younger folk because they
would see just what the Buff spirit is, or what it can be.
This Branch will certainly be paying Sittingbourne a
return visit early in the New Year. Just a little warning
to other Branches—Sittingbourne is a raffle winning
Branch, one. raffle in particular, the prize being a fire
screen with the Dragon in the centre, made by that one
and only Mr. Watts, the man with the nifty fingers. The
turns of the evening were supplied by those great Kent
entertainers—Johnstone, Bob Russell, Plum Warner.
I did hear that Plum went walking down the stairs on
his head, forgot to get back on his feet (I dunno). Well,
many thanks, chaps, and thank you, Sittingbourne, for
paying us such a nice visit. I sincerely hope you had a
worthy journey.
Also many thanks to Charlie and Mrs. Mantell for
such a gracious visit. It was nice to see you both looking
so well. Come again whenever you like; there is always
a welcome waiting for you on the third Saturday at
Tufton Street.
Nice to see Jock Clayton, Messrs. Odell, Collins, Watts,
Billy Hudd and Perry all looking fit and well. So a good
night came to an end. Thanking everybody for their
help and eats.
H.J.S.

Today....
just as in the time of the Peninsular, Crimean and the two World Wars, Hawkes
& Co. are at the service of Officers in almost every Regiment of the British
Army. Correctness of style and detail is assured. Uniforms made to measure
in a short time; measurements are taken without obligation.

Moreover....
it is at Hawkes, famous also for civil Tailoring, that gentlemen may obtain all
other dress requirements. In Hawkes's Department for Immediate Wear costs
are kept down by modern methods of production, but the cut, workmanship
and finish are of the faultless Savile Row standard.
Lounge Suits, £19190 to £3100: Overcoats, £19190 to £34196: D.B.
Dinner Jacket and Trousers, £25126 to £33150: Sports Jackets, £9196
to £15150,

Hawkes

of

Savile Row

Regimental Tailors to The Buff's (Royal East Kent Regiment)
1 SAVILE ROW, W.1

REGent'oi86)

68 High Street, Camberley
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23 bus passes the door

—

F. R. Beaney

IT'TT^ CAMBRIDGE CIRCUS
rVJLJYll LONDON W.C.2.
T

22a MILITARY ROAD, CANTERBURY

OUR REPRESENTATIVES VISIT ALL DEPOTS

TELEPHONE 2827
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J. H. & J. BROOKE, Ltd.

By Appointment

Wine Merchants

Established 1779

To the late King George VI

Wine Merchants

LONDON

27 CLEMENTS

LANE,

E.C.4

Telephone: MANsion House. 5301 (2 lines) & 7097

FOLKESTONE

134

SANDGATE

ROAD

Telephone: Folkestone 3123 (2 lines)

HYTHE

78

HIGH

STREET

Telephone: 66301

Price List on application.

Awncfetl.
ESTABLISHED 1750

CIVIL and MILITARY TAILORS AND OUTFITTERS
97 NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W.l
Telephone: Grosvenor 5016/7/8

"FOR THE FINEST IN SERVICE AND CIVILIAN WEAR"
SPECIAL EXPORT FACILITIES
Our Representatives will wait upon you where and when you so desire, and at our
premises every courtesy and attention is assured to both old and new customers

Branches at: CAMBERLEY, ALDERSHOT, RAMSEY, I.O.M., CATTERICK
Appointed Tailors to over fifty Regiments and Corps
Emergency Service: Tailormade Uniforms to individual measurements
within 48 hours

Printed in Great Britain by Gibbs & Sons, Orange Street, Canterbury
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CONWAY WILLIAMS
THE

48 BROOK

MAYFAIR

TAILOR

ST., MAYFAIR, LONDON, W.l.
(Opposite Claridge's Hotel)

AND

39

LONDON

ROAD,

CAMBERLEY

Morning and Evening Wear, Court and Military Dress for all occasions
Hunting, Sports and Lounge Kits

All Cloths cut by expert West End Cutters and made exclusively by hand
in our Mayfair Workshops by the Best English Tailors
REGIMENTAL TAILORS TO THE BUFFS
Telephones:

Telegrams:

Mayfair 0945—Camberley 498

'Miiitaila Wesdo, London'

( \ a> R> jffwrrt.
—
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Castings for Industry

P h o t o g r a p h s " —
Wellknown in the shipbuilding,

C A N T E R B U R Y

aircraft and other industries STONE'S

Phone 3637
DEVELOPING
Military

AND

castings are also supplied to general

PRINTING

engineering firms

for

whom

an

excellent service exists. Castings of

Portraits

all

PICTURE FRAMING

descriptions — in

greyiron,

brass, bronze, and aluminium and

It is always worth a visit to

magnesium

alloys — are

produced

under laboratory control, with full
machining facilities available if
required.

STATIONERY — BOOKSELLERS
TYPEWRITERS

J. STONE & CO. (CHARLTON) LTD.

39/40 HIGH STREET  CANTERBURY
Tel. 2139
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Main Works

Branch Works

WOOLWICH ROAD, S.E.7.
(Greenwich 3277)

THE CANAL, 6RAVESEND
(Gravesend 5247)

THE BUFFS (Royal East Kent Regiment)
ColonelinChief: His Majesty Frederik IX, K.G., King of Denmark
Colonel: MajorGeneral V. Boucher, C.B.. C.B.E., 8 Longport, Canterbury
LIEUTENANTCOLONELS

Connolly, J, F„ D.S.O.
Grace, H. R.

CAPTAINS—continued

Chief Instructor, S. of Inf., Hythe.
O.C. 1st Bn.
MAJORS

Jelf, A. G

T/Lt.Col., Officer i/c Field Records,
FARELF.
HarrisSt. John, B. J.
. D.A.A. & Q.M.G., H.Q., Aldcrshot
Lewis, P. J
T/Lt.Col. MA Copenhagen.
Bailey, N. T.
Att. Depot.
Yates. G. H. A
Att. Depot.
Edlmann, E. L. C„ M.C. .
1st Bn.
Rawlings, A. C„ M.B.E.
. Depot C.R.M.P.
Horley. B. M.
1st Bn.
May. J. F„ M.B.E
T/Lt.Col., Ministry of Supply.
Ravenhill, R. A. C.
. DAAG. G.H.Q., E. Africa.
Plumptre, P. B„ M.B.E. . . 6 Travelling Wing.
Dendy. R. H.
O.C. Depot.
Majendie, A. E
. Att. Depot (S.O. School).
Lucas, J. P
Colonial Govt., Kenya.
Norris. N. F. H. C.
1st Bn.
Att. Depot.
Crichton, R. F„ M.C.
McGrath, B„ M.C....
1st Bn.
Blaxland, W. G
Hospital, U.K.
Gay, A. W
KAR Depot, E. Africa.
Montgomery, D.
. Depot.
Morgan, F. dc R., M.C. . . G.S.O. 2, H.Q. Malaya.
Poulsen, N. D
. G.S.O. 2, H.Q. Malaya.
Cox. E. G„ M.C
R.M. Officers' School. Lympstone.
Collins, H. A
1st Bn.
Critchley, L. P., M.B.E. . . R.M.A. Sandhurst.
Worts, j. B„ M.C
. 1st Bn.
Court, D. N.
. G.S.O. 2, H.Q. E. Africa.
GordonWilson. N. F„ M.B. E. 3 Bn. Para. Regt.

.
.
.
.
.

Att. Depot.
G.S.O. 3 L/AW War Office.
Staff College.
2 Malay Regt.
T/Maj. DAAG H.Q. Nigeria District.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
Adjt. 4/5th Bn.

...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...

Pirn, A. H. E.
...
StratfordTuke, R. A. F. ...
Brigstocke, W. F. ...
...
French, B. G. J.
...
Lees, H. D
...
Dalgliesh. A. R. F.
...

G.S.O. 3. (SD) G.H.Q. East Africa.
W.O.S.B. Barton Stacy.
6th Bn. K.A.R., East Africa.
Malay Regt.
1st Bn.
Adjt. 1st Bn.
G.S.O. 3, 39 Inf. Bde.. East Africa.
Glider Regt., 2nd TAF., B.A.O.R.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
T/Maj., ADC to Fid. Marshal
Att. Depot.
1st Bn.
G.S.O. 3. Ind. Para. Bdc. Gp.
6 KAR. E. Africa.
7 KAR, E. Africa.
Somaliland Scouts.
LIEUTENANTS

Grugeon, J. D.
Mullins, G. O.
Minto, I. G.
West, C. T. F.
Ward. M. W.
Dracopoli, M. P. St. F.
Tennent, H. C. L ...
Mitchell. P. J.
Pilcher, R. A.
Baker. R. W. M. ...

...
...
...
...
...

Adjt. Depot.
T/Capt. 3 Bn. Parachute Regt.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
Depot.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.

2ND LIEUTENANTS

RymerJones, J. A.
Edgecombe. G. J. B.
Lunn, J. M....
Lea. R

CAPTAINS

Semmence, R. G. H.
Nash, J. P
tfrench Blake, M. A. O'B.
Iliffe, R. O
Hadshar, G.
Dunglinson, W. G. H.
Barrett. D. P. R. ...
Dent. J. E. ...

MacDonald, E. W.
Marshall, F.
Dubois. G. E„ M.C.
Pcckham, A. D.
Squire, S. J
Thorneycroft, F. E.
Willows. D. A.
Wilson. P. F.. D.F.C.
Hamilton, C. M. ...
Gatehouse, H. R.
Griffin. C. J.
Webber. J. W.

...

1st Bn.
1st Bn.
... 1st Bn.
... 1st Bn.
QUARTERMASTERS

Watts. E. H. F.
Kille. W. E
Catt.. A. H

Maj.. Depot.
... Maj., 1st Bn.
... Lieut., 4/5th Bn.

Short Service Commissions
LIEUTENANTS

Broadley, A., M.B.E., T.D.
"Ford. E. N., M.C
Todman, N. E. H. ...

War Office.
Carribean Area.
E. Anglia District.

Barlow. W. B.
Davison. J. H.
Kirby, J. A. ...
Hicks. E. M. G.
Prentice. J. R.
Froom, A. F. F.

CAPTAINS

Minard, F. G.
Stewart. E. B.
Brooke, C. W.
Carey, R.. M.C.
Robertson. R. J.
Elliott. N. ...
 Ranslcy, E. J.. M.C.
McGrath. G. A.
Fakley. J. F.
Butcher. D. A. T.
Roseberrv. L. S.
Marshall. J. V.

4 Int. Tr. Team, S. Command.

H.Q. Hook Grn., B.A.O.R.
Bermuda Regt.
H.C.B. Depot.
H.Q. Nigeria District.
Aldershot District.
1st Bn.
H.C.B. Depot.
P.S.O.. H.C.B. Depot.
East Africa Training Centre.
S.I.B. & R.M.P.
S.P.S.O. Staff.

Inf. Div. Pro. Coy.
1st Bn.
Movement Control Pool, H.Q.. B.A.O.R.
Brigade of Gurkhas, FARELF.
Brigade of Gurkhas, FARELF.
6 Armd. Div. Coin. R.A.S.C., B.A.O.R.
2ND LIEUTENANTS

Hodges. J. D.

...

Rowcliffe, T. A.. Capt.
Stone, J. H., Capt. ...
Senior, N., Major ...
Corps. J., Capt.

...

ERE Singapore.

QUARTERMASTERS

...
...
...

MELF.

B.A.O.R.
H.Q.. N.A.G., B.A.O.R.
16 Coy.. R.A.S.C.

* Extended Service Officer.

National Service Officers
2ND LIEUTENANTS.

Cross. K. J. ...
NaldrettJays, R. C
Klyberg, C. J.
Turner. G. P.
Jakob. F. J. ...
Wilkins, G. C.
Wright. R. P.

2ND LIEUTENANTS—continued

1st Bn.
1st Bn.. N.R.R.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
Att. I WILTS.
Accra. West Africa.
1st Bn.

Edgeley, P. H.
Arnold, P
McGowan, M. H. ...
FreebairnSmith, S. J.
Simpson. K. T.
Parker. P. W. M. ...
Shephard, J. N.

iii

1st Bn.
KAR Depot, E. Africa.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
I KAR.

4/5th Battalion
HON. COLONEL

Col. D. J. Dean, P.C., T.D., Woodcourt, I Park, Avenue, Sittingbourne Kent.
L I EUTENANTCOLONEL

Hews, G. R. D., M.C.. T.D.
MAJORS

Alexander, U. H. B„ M.B.E.
Prestige, J. T. R.
Tilleard, J., T.D.
Neville, F. G.. M.C.
Plunkett, P. N. P.
Balding, C. E. E
CAPTAINS

Dent, J. E. (Adjt.)
Body. E. H., M.C.

Morlock, P. J.
SangerDavies, A.
Oliver, C. P.

LIEUTENANTS

QUARTERMASTER

LIEUTENANTS

Call.. A. H.. Lieut. (QM)

Crowdy, R. E. L.
RoperCurzon, Hon. J. C. I.
(A/Capt.)
Kelly, G. D. S.
Pury, J. D. de
Whiting, D. A.
Thomas, J. H.
Nye, R. T.
Bennett, R. G.

MajorGeneral V. Boucher,
D.M.I., War Office.
C.B., C.B.E.
Brigadier T. H. Spear, O.B.E. Mil. Attache, Saigon.
Col. (T/Brig.) M. P. D.
Dewar, M.B.E.
D.D.M.P. (A). War Office.

TERRITORIAL ARMY NATIONAL
SERVICE LIST

LIEUTENANTS

CAPTAINS

Beaumont, M. J. P.
Klean, P. H.
Morgan, R. J. S., M.C.

CHAPLAIN

The Rev. J. E. Robinson
MEDICAL OFFICER

Capt. F. P. Cassidi, R.A.M.C.
(attd.)

Stall and Command
Col. (T/Brig.) R. W.
Craddock, C.B.E., D.S.O.
Col. (T/Brig.) F. W. B. Parry

Paterson, C. G. S.
Applegate, E. J.
Snowden. A. G.
Howland, N. M.
Tilley, T. A.
Waterman, R. R.
Labbett, M.
Taylor. D. C.
Vallins, J.
Johnson, R. F.
Holloway, R. G. 2/Lt.
Finn, W. C„ 2/Lt.

I.D.C.
Comd. Sierra Leone and Gambia Pis

Lieut.Colonels (Employed List)
Lieut.Col. H. P. Williams,
O.B.E
Lieut.Col. (T/Brig.) R. F.
Parry, M.C.

Lieut.Col. J. G. Atkinson,
O.B.E

G.S.O.I, Inf. Die., War Office.

R.S.M. Chapman, G.
B.M. Sharpe, T.
C.S.M. Callaway, R.
R.Q.M.S. Exceli, F.
C.S.M. Kemp, J.
C.S.M. Sharman, R.
C.S.M. Champion, R.
C.S.M. CliftonSprigg, H.
C.S.M. Middleton, J.
C/Sgt. Woodall, E.
C/Sgt. Dennv, F.
C/Sgt. Ellis. D.

WARRANT OFFICERS AND SERGEANTS
1st Battalion
Sgt. Page, A.
C/Sgt. Mannering, D.
Sgt. Ivory, L.
C/Sgt. Newman, P.
Sgt. Rea, R.
C/Sgt. Jephcott. H.
Sgt. (O.R.S.) Mans, W.
Sgt. Harris, F.
Sgt. Kay, M.
D/M. Gardner, E.
Sgt. Stoakes, A.
Sgt. Smissen, J.
Sgt. Recton, T.
Sgt. Larkin, F.
Sgt. Bird, H.
Sgt. Anderson, C.
Sgt. Woodrow, V.
Sgt. Lyons, B.
Sgt. Morrish, E.
Sgt. Histed, W.
Sgt. Baldwin, V.
Sgt. Martin, A.
Sgt. Wright, R.
Sgt. Weatherall, P.

R.S.M. White. H.
R.Q.M.S. Howe, W.
C.S.M. Rose, J.
C.S.M. Diamond, R.
C/Sgt. (O.R.S.) Webb, C.

C/Sgt. Belcher. E.
C.Q^M.S. Day. S.
C/Sgt. Barber, N.
Sgt. Laker, J.
Sgt. Jackson, W.

PERMANENT STAFF

R.S.M. Turmaine, F.
C.S.M. Fagg, G.
C.S.M. Seymour, J.
Sgt. Partridge, R.
Sgt. Miller, C.
Sgt. Vaughan, F.
Sgt. Porter. J.

C.O.. 2 Malay Regt.

Comdg. 3rd Inf. Bde., Arab Legion.

Depot The Buffs
Sgt. Dean, D.
Sgt. Haines, E.
Sgt. Bryant, A.
Sgt. Simmonds, R.
Sgt. Colyer, A.

4/5th Battalion (T.A.)
R.Q.M.S. Harwood. E.
Sgt. Babbage, W
C.S.M. Chapman, W.
Sgt. Wraight, S.
C.S.M. Gabriel, J.
Sgt. Neaves, C.
Sgt. James. A.
C/Sgt. Trinkwon, A.
Sgt. Bass, R.
C/Sgt. Couzens, W.
Sgt. Williams, E.
Sgt. Bell, J.
Sgt. White, R.
Sgt. Thundow, W.
Sgt. George, M.
Sgt. Hurlow, R.

Regimental Appointments
Administrative Officer—Depot The Buffs
\
Secretary: Canterbury Cricket Week Club
Lieut.Col. H. S. Knocker
Dragon Club
Regimental Committee
)
Curator: Regimental Museum
Lieut.Col. G R. Howe
Secretary: Past and Present Association,The Bud's |
Executive Committee
> Lieut.Col. E. V. Argles
Editor: The Dragon
I

iv

Sgt. Bujakowski, W„ B.E.M.
Sgt. Thurley. R.
Sgt. Spiers, E.
Sgt. Gibson. I.
Sgt. Townsley, J.
Sgt. Strceter, E.
Sgt. Crooks, H.
Sgt. Billett, S.
Sgt. Rowland. K.
Sgt. Cock, C.
Sgt. Pooley, L.

Sgt. Cain, D.
Sgt. Stokes, D.
Sgt. Bean, G.
Sgt. Raine, R.

Sgt. Saunders. G.
Sgt. Richardson, H.
Sgt. Cope, H.
Sgt. Hewitt, C.
Sgt. Chidwick, E.
Sgt. Allen, A.
Sgt. Jones, A.

The Past and Present Association
Headquarters: DEPOT, THE BUFFS.
Telephone: CANTERBURY 4764.

Chairman: BRIGADIER G. J. NICHOLSON, C.B.E.
~"

Secretary: LT. COL. E. V ARCJLEI

BRANCHES
Chairman
Branch
1. 1st Bn., The Buffs SecondinCommand
2. 4th Bn., The Buffs SccondinCoramand
Mr. A. Mills
3. ASHFORD
4. LONDON
5. DOVER

6. WBALD
7. MEDWAY .
8. SITTINGBOURNE
9. RAMSGATE

10. MARGATE
11. HYTHE
12. CANTERBURY
13. HERNE BAY 

14. FOLKESTONE
5. SANDWICH
16. FAVBRSHAM
17. BRIGHTON
18. DENMARK

Secretary
R.S.M.
R.S.M.
Mr. A. C. Mills, 20 Watermans House,
Godfrey Walk, Ashford, Kent
Mr. H.J. Scott, 1 Oxford Road, Carshalton,
Surrey.

Meeting Dates and Places

First Saturday in each month, The Invicta
Godington Road.
Third Saturday in each month, Prince
Mr. R. W. Billings
Alfred Restaurant, Tufton Street, West
minster, 7.30 p.m.
First Thursday in each month, "Eagle
Mr. C. Collins, "Haven" Meadway, Minnis
Capt. E. Marsh, M.B.E.
Hotel", London Road, Dover, 7.45 p.m.
Lane, River, Dover.
HAWKHURST SUBAREA. Third Thursday
Mr. A. H. Betts, 22 Goods Station Road.
Col. E. B. Burns, T.D.
in
each month, British Legion House,
Tunbridge Wells
Hawkhurst, 7.45 p.m.
Mr. H. A. J. Brand. 83 Delce Road, Third Saturday in each month, The Two
Mr. F. J. Cox
Brewers. High Street, Rochester, p.m.
Rochester
First Friday in each month; Drill Hall,
Coh D. J. Dean, v.c., T.D. Mr. L. J. Coward, 75 William Street,
East Street, 7.30 p.m.
Sittingbourne.
Mr. B. E. Knott, 27 Wilfred Road, Ramsgate Third Friday in each month. Freemason's
Mr. C. F. Fakley
Tavern, Ramsgate, 8 p.m.
First Wednesday in each month, Drill Hall,
Mr. J. H. Shakeshaft, 14 Alexandra Road,
Mr. B. H. Breed
Hawley Square, 8 p.m.
Broadstairs
Last Wednesday in each month, The Star,
Mr. H. Thompson, 4 Hillside Court, Hythe
Mr. J. Green
Stade Street, 7.30 p.m.
Fourth Friday in each month, Drill Hall, St.
Major S. J. Selway, 153 Sturry Road,
Lt.Col. E J. Evans
Peter's
Lane, Canterbury, 8 p.m.
Canterbury
Mr. A. Trice, 23 Queen's Gardens, Herne Second Monday in each month, British
Mr. H. Davey
Legion Club, May Lodge, 8 p.m.
Bay
Mr. H. Fordred, 36 Fernbank Crescent, Second Friday in each month, Guildhall
Major A. A. West
Hotel, 8 p.m.
Folkestone
First Tuesday in each month, Drill Hall,
Major F. W. Tomlinson Mr. H. Taylor, 19 Paradise Row, Sandwich
8 p.m.
Mr. R. C. Croucher, 10 Glebe Houses, First Monday in each month, Carpenters
Capt. J. Green
Arms, Eastling, 7.30 p.m.
Eastling, Faversham
Major H. Milton, 118 Queens' Road, Brighton Second Monday in each month, R.E.
Capt. R. J. Robertson
Record Social Club, The College, Ditch
ling Road, Brighton, 8 p.m.
Major W. M. Iversen, K.D. Mr. P. Berendt, Ostergade 22, Copen By Arrangement. Phone Secretary By 8313
hagen K.
The Association exists to foster Comradeship and to give a helping hand to those in distress.
Membership is open to all who are serving or who have served in The Buffs.
Subscription rates are:—
Life Membership: Officers £2.
Other Ranks £1
*
Annual Membership: Officers 5/.
Other Ranks 2/6.
Entrance Fee: 1/

LADIES' GUILD
President: MRS. V. BOUCHER

1. LONDON

Chairman
Mrs. L. Coley

2. DOVER

Mrs. J. Crookenden J.P.

3. FOLKESTONE

Mrs. G. Wood, I.P.

Branch

4. MEDWAY

Mrs. King Holt

5. ASHFORD

Mrs. L. King

6. SlTTtNOBOUKNE

Mrs. M. E. Dean

Meeting .Dates and Places
First Saturday in each month, Prince
Alfred Restaurant, Tufton Street, S.W.I
6.30 p.m.
Mrs. E. Carter, 113 Buckland Avenue, First Thursday in each month, T.A.
Drill Hall, Liverpool Street, Dover, 3 p.m.
Dover
Mrs. Kay Mantell, 5 Page Place. Folkestone Every other Wednesday, Drill Hall, Shellons
Street, Folkestone, 3.30 p.m.
Fourth Tuesday in each month, Foresters'
Mrs. W. T. Brooker, 67 Malvern Road,
Hall, King Street. Gillingham, 2.30 p.m.
Gillingham, Kent
Mrs. E. Partiss, 22 Bond Road, South Second Wednesday in each month. The
Drill Hall, Ashford, 3 p.m.
Ashford
Mrs. J. Ravensdaie, 10 Railway Terrace. Third Wednesday in each month, Dril
Hall. East Street, Sittingbourne, 6.45 p.m.
Sittingbourne
Secretary
Mr«. M. J. Dalgleish, "Woodville". High
wood Hill, Mill Hill, N.W.7
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BY APPOINTMENT SILVERSMITHS

Garrard
presents
. . . an unequalled collection of jewellery
gold and silverware, etc., from which
you will be able to choose the ideal
Christmas gift — useful, beautiful
and lasting—to suit your purse
and to delight your friend

Seal grain Morocco
Jewel Case in various
colours. 8 x 5i inches
£6.2.6

Calf hide Handoag lined suede. Colours : black,
brown, navy, nigger. Havana, cherry, green and
gunmetal. Total length 10] inches.
£5 . 10 . 0

Sterling Silver and hand
painted enamel Vanity
Case. 2| nches square.
£17 . 15 . 0.

An illustrated list oj Christmas gifts will he sent upon request

G A R R A R D & CO. LTD
Crown Jewellers
formerly
THE

GOLDSMITHS

&

SILVERSMITHS

COMPANY

LTD

112 Regent Street, London, W.I
TELEPHONE: REGENT jo2i
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Price: One Shilling

CHRISTMAS MESSAGES
From—THE COLONEL OF THE REGIMENT
AGAIN it is my privilege to send to all Past and Present Buffs, and to their families, my warm
Z \ greetings and best wishes for Christmas and the New Year.
1 welcome the 1st Battalion back to Kent and take this opportunity of expressing the
admiration of us all for their magnificent achievement in Kenya and for the model way in which
they have upheld the traditions of the Regiment by their courage, their behaviour and their bearing.
We are proud of them.
I have done my best to get around and see you all. but I am acutely aware that, owing to the
pressure of my other duties, I have not done as much as I could have wished. To those of you whom
I have visited I extend my deepest thanks for your hospitality and kindness. They have been a
great encouragement to me.
My Christmas message to you is:
"More members of the Past and Present Association. More readers of The Dragon. A helping
hand to any Buff or any Buff family in sickness or sorrow. Thank you for your good work in
the past year; let it increase in vigour and purpose in 1955."
V. BOUCHER.

Colonel of the Buffs

From—BRIGADIER G. J. NICHOLSON, C.B.E.
I would like on this my first Christmas as Chairman of the Past and Present Association, to send
all members my Christmas Greetings and my good wishes for their happiness and prosperity in
the coming year. And I am sure that all members of the Past will wish to join with me in sending
to all ranks of the 1st Battalion that form so large a proportion of the Present, a special Christmas
message of welcome and good wishes on their return and reunion with their families in England.

THE DRAGON

T

Editorial

HE return of the 1st Battalion has prompted
us to delve again into Regimental history.
It was in December, exactly 'fifty years ago
almost to the day, that the 1st Battalion came
home to Dover after nearly twenty years of
foreign service. Twentyfive years earlier", in
1879, again in December, the Battalion dis
embarked at Portsmouth and moved to Shorn
cliffe. The return to Dover in 1904 was greeted
with scenes of tremendous enthusiasm and we
are told that the Battalion had built up a wonder
ful record, having added greatly to the reputation
of the Regiment. Thus has history repeated
itself* In that year, inaddition to the Mayor,
Sir William Crundall, and Lady Crundall, all.
the Civic dignitaries were present at the station,
including the Town Clerk, Mr. R. E. Knocker,
a forebear of Lieut.Col. H. S. Knocker. Colonel
C. B. Yyvyan, in thanking the Mayor and the
people of Dover for the welcome, referred s to
the curious coincidence that on that day twenty
five years ago the Battalion returned from service
in India.
The 2nd Battalion were also at this time in
Dover, after service in South Africa, and various
celebrations of the reunion of the two Battalions
took place. We reproduce on another page a
photograph of the officers of the two Battahons,
who later dined together at the Hotel Burlington,
now no longer standing. By courtesy of Lieut.
Col. George Howe we have seen the menu of
this sumptuous repast, and the programme of
music by the band under Bandmaster C. B.
Hewitt.
New Colours were presented to the 1st
Battalion on the 16th May—Albuhera Day—
1906 and on 9th November of the same year,
H.M. King Edward VII announced the appoint
ment as ColonelinChief of The Buffs of H.M.
King Frederik VIII of Denmark.
Now once again new Colours are to be
presented to the 1st Battalion by, we hope, our
present ColonelinChief, King Frederik IX of
Denmark. The ceremony is expected to take
place at the end of April next year, the old
Colours being laid up in the Cathedral the
following day.
.

*

»

Before our next number, another year of The
Dragon will have passed. The earhest edition
in the Editorial office is dated 1874, but no
doubt it was being published before that. We
express our thanks to our readers for their
continued support, with a reminder that with
increasing costs we would stress the need for
more subscribers.

The Editor owes, a very deep debt to allthose
who contribute articles and news, without which
it would be difficult to sustain interest.
Our verybest wishes go with this number to
all our friends for a Happy Christmas aiid good
things in the New Year. ...
We acknowledge also the journals of our
contemporaries which we haye received during
the year and include the Editors in our Seasonal
Wishes, also our printers, Messrs. Gibbs & Sons,
for their help and advice.



Personalia

G

ENERAL Hon. Gerald Scarlett attended
a Balaclava celebration dinner given at
Deene Hall, Northamptonshire. He has
kindly sent an account of the occasion which we
pubfish on another page.
After twelve years, General Scarlett has ceased
to be a member of the County Committee of the
T.A. & A.F. Association, having passed the age
of retirement.


*



A letter from Major Harry Jackson says how
much he and his wife have enjoyed seeing some
of the Regiment in Kenya. They watched the
Battalion march through Nairobi on their way
home. Major and Mrs. Jackson hope to see old
friends in England in 1956.
«

*

*

Brigadier and Mrs. E. Foster Hall have sold
their house at Camberley and are now living at
Flat A, 10 Buckland Crescent, London, N.W.3.
*

* ft

Major Neale GordonWilson has recovered
from his injuries and has completed his Parachute
course. He has joined the 3rd Battalion,
Parachute Regiment.
*





Majors Williams, Kille, Watts and Lieut.
Catt all met recently in the Depot Mess. What
is the collective term for Quartermasters? A
"Quantity" of Quartermasters we suggest as
suitable! They were aided and abetted by Major
Bill Bailey.
We have also been glad to see Major Jimmy
Worts and Captain Graham Semmence.
*

*

*

Congratulations to Mrs. Michael Busk {nee
Bridget Beevor), daughter of Colonel and Mrs.
Miles Beevor, on her marriage in October.
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From left to right—
Behind—Capt. G. Boon;

Lt. H. W. Green; Capt. F. W. Tomlinson; Lt. L. Fort; Capt. R. E. Power; Lt. F. C. R. Studd; Capt. M. S.
Williams.
3rd Row—2/Lt. R. C. Slacke; Capt. H. L. Archer Houblon; 2/Lts. G. Lee and H. B. Potter; Capt. S. L. P. Barker; Lts. A. P. H.
Trueman and M. Beevor; Capt. G. T. D. Hickman; Lt. H. E. Featherstone; 2/Lts. J. V. R. Jackson and R. P. Wedd.
2nd Row—Lts. E. C. Norman, J. Crookenden, L. W. Lucas, G. B. T. Friend and R. S. I. Friend; Capt. J. McB. Ronald; Capt. G. B.
de M. Mairis; Lt.Col. J. B. Backhouse; Capts. A. E. Cresswcll, C. H. Hood and C. A. Worthington: Lt. W. R. Stainforth.
1st Row—Capt. R. G. D. GrovesRaines; Majors H. C. de la M. Hill; and G. V. Dauglish; Lt.Col. C. B. Vyvyan; General Sir
Julius A. R. Raines; Lt.Col. E. E. Ravenhill; Majors R. Bayard and H. F. Sparrow; Capts. L. C. E. Knight and H. H. C. Baird.

6th (S) Battalion 1914—18 Annual Dinner 9th October, 1954
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Congratulations also to Rev. John Bickersteth
on his engagement to Miss Jane Cleveland
Stevens. John Bickersteth served in the 11th
Battalion afterwards 89th L.A.A. Regiment. He
took Holy Orders after the war and now has a
living at Hurst Green, Oxted.
*

*

*

Colonel A. J. D. Rose is taking over the
appointment of M.S.3 at the War Office from
Lieut.Col. A. F. St. A. Turner, who has retired
for reasons of health. Colonel Rose's address
will be Edgewarebury Country Club. Elstree,
Herts.
*

*

*

We are very glad to have the Colonel of the
Regiment back with us after his tour of the Far
East, during which he met as many Bulls as
could be assembled at his various stopping places.
In Singapore he saw Lieut.Col. A. G. Jelf.
Captain R. O. IlifTe, Lieut. J. D. Hodges and
W.O.I1 C. K. Kennard and in Kuala Lumpur
Lieut.Col. J. G. Atkinson, O.B.E ., Major F. de R.
Morgan, M.C ., Major N. D. Poulsen and Lieut.
E. M. G. Hicks. All were flourishing and in
good form.
*
*
*
ENGAGEMENTS
THE REV. J. M. BICKERSTETH AND MISS J. R.
CLEVELANDSTEVENS

The engagement is announced between John
Monier Bickersteth, of Hurst Green Parsonage,
Oxted, younger son of the Rev. Canon E. M.
Bickersteth, and the late Mrs. Bickersteth, and
Jane Rosemary, younger daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Edward ClevelandStevens, of Gaines,
Oxted, Surrey.
MAJOR B. J. HARRISST. JOHN AND MISS A. M.
CAMERON

The engagement is announced between Major
Beaumont Jocelyn HarrisSt. John, The Buffs,
son of Captain R. J. HarrisSt. John, D.S.O.,
R.N . (Retd.), and the late Mrs. R. E. Harris
St. John, and Anne Maclean, daughter of the
late Mr. and Mrs. E. G. Cameron, and niece of
Mr. and Mrs. C. P. Gouldsbury, of Williams
Farm House, Martin, near Fordingbridge,
Hampshire.
*

* ft

MARRIAGE
BUSK—BEEVOR .—On October 2nd, 1954, at St.

Mary the Virgin Church, Dedham. by the
Rev. A. R. Johnston, Captain Robert Michael
Westly Busk, R.E., son of Lieut.Col. and
Mrs. E. W. Busk of West Mersea, to Bridget
Valerie, daughter of Lieut.Col. and Mrs.
Miles Beevor, of Dalethorpe End, Dedham.

A

In Memorium

BRASS Memorial Plaque, to the memory
of the Buffs who lie buried in Kenya, was
unveiled by the Commanding Officer at
Nyeri Church at 12 noon on Remembrance
Sunday. In the absence, through sickness, of
the Unit Chaplain, the Rev. Canon G. Knight,
Chaplain of the Church, and the Rev. A. H.
Loveluck, c.F., Garrison Chaplain, Nyeri, took
the short Service of Dedication. The plaque was
the inspiration of "C" Company, who raised the
necessary funds and made the arrangements.
All those whose names are commemorated died
while serving in "C" Company, except for one,
who also spent some time there, when' the
Mortars were attached to it.
The inscription, surmounted by the Dragon,
reads as follows:—
In Proud Memory of
C/Sgt. A. W. Horswell
Cpl. T. F. Quinney
Pte. G. R. Croud
Pte. H. Hogben
L/Cpl. A. W. Warrener
"C" Coy.
1st Bn., The Buffs
who died on Active Service in Kenya
1953—1954
One more of the Buffs campaigns is over;
once more names of Buffs are inscribed in
strange, foreign places, a constant reminder
that in every corner where men have died in the
service of Queen and Country, The Buffs have
made due contribution.
"Winds do not blow
Waves do not beat
Where rest not England's dead."
E.W.E.
*

*

*

Buffs farewell to Nairobi

T

With acknowledgements to the
"East African Standard"

HE 1st Battalion, The Buffs (The Royal
East Kent Regiment), bade an official
farewell to Kenya yesterday when, at the
invitation of Nairobi City Council, they marched
through the streets of the city with bayonets
fixed.
The Battalion embarks for the United King
dom at Mombasa on December 2nd and will
arrive in England in time for Christmas. After
taking the salute at the march past, the Mayor
of Nairobi, Councillor R. S. Alexander, thanked
the officers and men for the work they had done
in Kenya and Nairobi.
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"Wc thank God that your casualties have
been so slight, particularly when one considers
the heavy losses you have inflicted on the enemy,"
he said.
As the Battalion formed up at Nairobi Railway
Station to begin their march yesterday morning,
heavy rain began to fall. The Battalion Band
struck up, the 475 officers and men in tropical
uniform marched off and, undaunted by the
beating rainfall, crowds of Africans, adults as
well as youngsters, followed the parade.
Up Government Road and into Bazaar Road
the pavements were lined with spectators, forget'
ful of wet clothes as they cheered the men who,
for months past, have fought Mau Mau with
such success.
As the first of the troops, headed by their
Commanding Officer, Lieut.Col. H. R. Grace,
swung into Sadler Street the rain stopped and
the sun, shining through broken clouds, was
reflected from the unsheathed bayonets.
Down Delamere Avenue and into Hardinge
Street the Battalion moved with superb precision
to the martial music of the Battalion Band.
Spontaneous handclapping and cheers met
them at many points. The army of African
foliowers, some with full shopping bags, others
pushing bicycles, had grown and one or two
pedestrian jams occurred on the pavements as
the parade turned into Quecnsway and Eliot
Street.
There was no more rain and it was an im
pressive sight at the Town Hall steps, where
the Band halted and played for the march past.
The Mayor, in his robes of office, took the
salute and was accompanied on the steps by the
Rt. Rev. C. K. Bardsley, the Bishop of Croydon,
who arrived in East Africa recently to visit units
of the Armed Services, and the Rt. Rev. L. J.
Beecher, Bishop of Mombasa.
Spectators packed both sides of the road,
office windows in the Town Hall and car roofs.
Press photographers, newsreel cameramen and
broadcasting units recorded the finale of The
Buffs farewell march.
The men were dismissed from parade in the
open fields in Connaught Road and were served
from refreshment booths with soft drinks and
cakes.
The Mayor and the Deputy Mayor, Aid. I.
Somen, with the Bishop of Mombasa and the
Bishop of Croydon, chatted with various groups
before the troops gathered informally in a circle
round Councillor Alexander.
He spoke of The Buffs and the security forces'
antiMau Mau actions and said: "It has done
us good to see this other side of the soldier 's life.

"Every loyal citizen of this town is saying in
his heart a private 'Thank you' to you. It is my
honour to say this 'Thank you' in public for
what you have done for Kenya and Nairobi."
Councillor Alexander said that Kenya had
suffered much from uninformed and unreliable
news that had been spread by emotional
sentimentalists.
"You can do so much to correct some of the
exaggeration and pass on reliable news and
opinions of Kenya", he said.
He hoped there were some of them who wanted
to return to Kenya. "We want you and we are
anxious to have you", he stated. If any one of
them wanted to come back but found difficulties
in their way, he assured them that a letter to the
Mayor of Nairobi would be passed speedily on
to the proper place.
Colonel Grace said many of them, perhaps
all of them, were sorry in many ways to be going.
They had made numerous friends in Kenya.
They were grateful to the Mayor and to the
City Council for granting them the privilege of
marching through Nairobi.

1st Battalion

T

HE cruising speed of a
Hermes transport air
craft, packed with 68
passenger bodies laden with
dutiable goods, averages 220
miles per hour. Thus, with
only the barest halts for re
fuelling (with both petrol and
bacon and eggs) at Entebbe,
Khartoum, El Adem and
Brindisi, our Advance Party
arrived home in the pale but
very English sunshine of the
early hours of Sunday, 28th
November, at Blackbushe,
having taken off in torrential
rain at Nairobi 25 hours earlier. It was a great
moment of arrival for the 3 officers and 30
N.C.O.s and men and three families concerned,
and their pleasure was all the more when they
found a welcome from Majors Richard Dendy,
Bill Kille, Peter Critchley and family, and Lieuts.
John Grugeon and Catt. Someone observed
that it took a C.O., an Adjutant, two Quarter
masters and three cars to move a Secondin
Command with family and kit; it can only be
countered, with all due gratitude, that it gave
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great pleasure to have such an early and striking
demonstration that soldiering at home appears
to be a more leisurely affair than elsewhere. . . .
However, with the Battalion embarking in the

Georgic at Mombasa as we write, one's mind

must turn to the preceding weeks during which
our operational swan song, well voiced in the
Company notes below, was sung in Embu,
followed, in the three weeks when we were
together in camp at Thika, by move preparations
punctuated by a series of farewell events. The
prelude was the arrival, simultaneous with our
own concentration, of the full advance party,
sixty strong, of the Rifle Brigade, led by Lieut.
Col. R. A. Fyffe. The Officers' Mess, somehow,
withstood this invasion successfully by dint of
improvisation of a high order. Next followed a
farewell visit by the C.inC., which the heavy
"short" rains did their best to frustrate. The
Battalion paraded over 400 strong in uniform
array in the drying mud, was inspected and
addressed by the General, who convinced us
that he meant it when he said he would miss us.
He further presented his Commendation to Sgt.
Rowland ("A" Company) and Pte. Harris ("D"
Company) and Long Service and Good Conduct
Medals to C.S.M. Champion ("A" Company)
and Sgt. Thurley (H.Q. Company), to all of
whom go our congratulations.
The Commanding Officer and Mrs. Grace
kindly provided their house and garden in
Nairobi as the venue for the officers' farewell
cocktail party. Tents, fairy lights, tubs of
brilliant bougainvillia, a display of captured
enemy weapons, the Band, and some very good
carparking arrangements (assisted by members
of the M.T. Section), and not least a deal of
hard work by Major Martin Horley, the Mess
Staff, and Captain Eric Ransley, ensured
enjoyment for well over a hundred guests who
included many old Buffs.
Owing to the Companies being on the move
over the Remembrance Day weekend, we held
our service a week later, but sadly missed Padre
Walter Evans, who had the misfortune to strain
his back while attempting to lift an officer's
trunk filled with military history books. How
ever, he recovered sufficiently to officiate during
a visit by the Bishop of Croydon, who held a
Confirmation Service for members of the
Battalion in Thika Church, and afterwards
addressed the Battalion—a forceful and inspiring
experience for all those present.
The climax of a variegated fortnight camewith
a march by the Battalion through Nairobi, whose
City Council had met specially to grant us
freedom to march with fixed
bayonets and
L343J

beating drums. A twomile route ended at the
TowiUHall where the Mayor took the Salute
and afterwards addressed us while we refreshed
ourselves as city guests. An account, as pub
lished by the local Press, appears elsewhere.
It was good to know there were many friendly
faces on the pavements; these included Major
Mitchell, R.A.O.C. (a 2nd Battalion Signaller
and polevaulter in prewar days) and Mr. J.
Snapes who was with the 2nd and 1st Battalions
before and during the late war and is now in
the Tanganyika Prisons Department.
We offer our warmest congratulations and
good wishes for happiness to Major and Mrs.
Hugh Collins who presented the world suddenly
with the fait accompli of their marriage at
Limuru on 18th November, and who rejoin us
at Mombasa after honeymooning in Zanzibar.
At least one officer was able to leave his mark
on the boot of the car which drove them away.
The task of describing the final curtain in
Kenya falls to someone now on the boat moving
steadily homeward towards Liverpool. This is
not the time nor the place to reflect upon 20
months of the Mau Mau Rebellion, or for the
12 officers and 171 W.O.s, N.C.O.s and men
still left in the Battalion to retrace their steps
back to April, 1953. We return to East Kent
more eager than ever before to wish all readers
of The Dragon a Merry Christmas and Happy
New Year.
*

*

*

C.I.C.'S COMMENDATIONS AWARDED BY
C.INC. EAST AFRICA
The citations for the recent Awards read as follows:—

SGT. K. ROWLANDS, "A" Company, 1st Bn. The Buffs
"He has served as a Section Commander and Platoon
Sergeant with 1 Buffs for 18 months in Kenya and he has
at all times displayedqualities of leadership, determination
and enthusiasm which have been an inspiration to others.
His own personal example, particularly on active
operations, has encouraged and given confidence to all
those under him, so that they themselves have been
imbued with his same offensive spirit and his desire to
get to grips with the terrorists.
This spirit has led to numerous successful actions,
during which Sergeant Rowland has himself been respons
ible for the elimination of several terrorists."

PTE. A. HARRIS, "D" Company, 1st Bn. The Buffs
"He has served for 18 months with 1 Buffs in Kenya
and has at all times shown great eagerness to go out on
patrol. No matter whether that patrol was in the forest
or in the Reserve.
Whilst on patrols he has, by his cheerfulness and good
humour, always inspired the other members of the patrol,
keeping them in high spirits irrespective of the climate,
the altitude and the conditions under which they were
operating.

T H E

D R A G O N
During our final weeks at Kiburu in the Embu Reserve
the Company has had a number of successful operations.
In particular, with the Home Guard and Police attached,
when acting as a sweep force in a Battalion operation
near Kerugoya, wc killed four terrorists and captured one
terrorist who had been wounded, in addition to recovering
three homemade weapons, a precision pistol and some
ammunition. We were all especially pleased as it was the
day that the CommanderinChief had decided to come
and visit the Battalion while on operations. At the time
of the contact the CommanderinChief was just behind
the sweep force on the centre line and so had a front seat
view of the action. Accompanying the C.inC.'s party
was a representative from the B.B.C.'s Television News
Service and he was quite delighted to get pictures of this
action and the results. It is understood that the film was
featured on the Television News Programme on the 26th
October. During the first
part of this operation the
Company Commander endeavoured to control the sweep
force by wireless from a Pacer aircraft which continuously
circled over the operational area, but after 24 hours the
Major's paper bags were exhausted (considerately these
were not dropped on the sweeping troops) and control
from the ground was discreetly reassumed.

Furthermore, his skill and efficiency with his Bren Gun,
with which weapon he is a Classified Marksman, have
also inspired confidence amongst those on patrol with
him, and has been the medium by which several terrorists
have been eliminated.
His example of cheerfulness, enthusiasm, skill and
efficiency have inspired others and have been of very real
value to his Company in general and to his Platoon in
particular."
*

*

*

W.O.'S AND SERGEANTS' MESS
We had hoped that, before anyone would remember
this month, we would have packed all
the typewriters and paper in the "Not Wanted On Voyage"
baggage. We should have credited the R.S.M. 'with
greater attention to detail, as it is entirely due to him
that these notes are submitted.

The Dragon notes

It has beenpleasant to have the entire Mess concentrated
at Thika. Much water has flowed under the bridge since
this was last so, and the Mess atmosphere is the richer
for the experiences of those who have been long absent.
In the recounting of war stories "B" Company members
have shown a restraint which does them credit.
Being dispersed for so long, members have tended to
forget other faces, and there was one disastrous occasion
when a Company SergeantMajor, on entering the Dining
Tent, was greeted with, "What about some Chai, waiter?
I've only been here forty minutes!".
Since arriving at Thika we have shared the Mess with
the Sergeants of the Advance Party, 1st Battalion The
Rifle Brigade. It would be only too easy for a stranger
to differentiate between The Bull's and The Rifle Brigade.
Any Buff's one subject of conversation will be, "Only
ten more days and an early breakfast", or "Do you think
the Customs would look in a jar of Brylcreem?". The
Rifle Brigade, on the other hand, confine their topics of
discussion to problems of the immediate present. For
example, "It's all very well for him to talk, but where
can I get a (indecipherable) torsion bar from?".
Three of our members had the honour of being pre
sented with awards by the CommanderinChief, General
Sir George Erskine. Sgt. Rowland was awarded a C.inC.'s
Commendation, representing the only entry lie has so far
succeeded in getting on his Regimental Conduct Sheet.
C.S.M. Champion and Sgt. Thurley were presented with
their medals for Long Service and Good Conduct.
The Advance Party, with no less than ten members
included, leaves us in six days time. Needless to say
the Caterer is being despatched, to organize such benefits
of civilization as Television Sets, Snooker Tables, Brewers
and the Weekend Reveille. The Mess at Old Park will
be a lonely place until midJanuary, when members return
from leave. Any contributions of coal and wood will be
gratefully accepted; without stressing cither long service
or hot climates, our blood is decidedly thinner.
Since it is extremely unlikely that the scribe will be
recalled from leave next month, we conclude—on just
about the cheeriest note we have so far attained in Kenya
by wishing all readers a very happy Christmas and
prosperous New Year, and we hope that early 1955 will
bring many old friends to the Mess at Dover.
*

*

*

"A" COMPANY
This last month has been a very active one for the
Company from both the operational and administrative
sides. Operations continued at full pressure until 5th
November, and on the following day the Company
Advance Party moved to Thika to be joined by the Main
Body on Sunday, 7th November.

We have been quite successful with our recent night
ambushes which eliminated a number of Mau Mau who
had filtered from the forest into the Reserve, to get food
from isolated huts which had not yet been vacated for the
new villages into which all the natives are gradually being
concentrated. The local Home Guard provided a certain
amount of information and acted as guides, which was a
great help. For a short time we had an N.C.O. and three
men living in Home Guard posts in order to train these
loyalists and give them confidence to carry out local
operations on their own in the future. Sgt. Bird, Cpls.
Strecter and Piper were the N.C.O.'s in charge of these
detachments and a very excellent job of work was done
by all of them. Unfortunately they could not stay at the
Posts as long as they would have liked as the Battalion
suddenly had to take part in a large operation which
involved the bombing of Mount Kenya. For this operation
we moved the fighting part of the Company up to the forest
edge, where we patrolled and ambushed for four days.
However, we saw only herds of elephant which had been
frightened out of the forest by the bombing. While wc
were doing this, the administrative side of the Company
back at Kiburu camp continued local ambushes and killed
a terrorist one night. Needless to say, this caused some
caustic comments from the Company B echelon.
Now we are back at Thika busily preparing for our
move home, to which everyone is looking forward. The
C.Q.M.S. is looking happier each day and more of his
stores are being returned to the Q.M. Packing cases,
crates and boxes are appearing from all directions and
signs of our departure arc becoming more and more
evident. In addition there has been, of course, training
and some games, not to forget the drill and rehearsals
for the CommanderinChief's farewell visit parade.
It has really been a matter of never a dull moment.
Our team in the A.R.A. InterCompany Shooting Shield
did not do as well as wc hoped: we managed only to beat
"C" Company in spite of the patient training given by
Sgt. Ivory. However, our congratulations go to Pte.
Halls on his excellent shooting.
Due to leave us in a few days are eleven old stagers,
Cpls. Piper, Woodcock, L/Cpl. Worrell, Ptes. Andrews,
Baker. Gobby. Potts, Santer, Back, Samson, Stone. Wc
are grateful for all they have done for the Company and
wish them the very best of good luck for the future.
And so we close our chapter "KENYA"—few will be
sorry.
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1st Battalion Farewell Parade, Kenya, 17th November, 1954

1st Battalion Farewell Parade, Kenya, 17th November, 1954

CinC presents Long Service and Good Conduct Medal to Sgt. Thurley,
H.Q. Company

The CinC presents his Commendation to Sgt. Rowlands, "A" Company
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After the Farewell March through Nairobi, 22nd November 1954
The Commanding Officer, the Bishop of Croydon, the Mayor of Nairobi

1st Battalion Farewell Parade, Thika, Kenya, 17th November, 1954
The CinC. General Sir George Erskine, inspecting men of "C" Company, accompanied by
Major E. L. C. Edlmann (O.C. Parade)
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"B" COMPANY
The end of October and the beginning of November
has seen a complete Jekyll and Hyde act by the Company.
During this period we have changed from being com
pletely operational, and have turned our full attentions
to more peaceful pursuits. The transition stage is now
complete and we are now quite divorced from warlike
things, concentrating on such things as Drill Parades,
Third Class Certificates of Education and preparing to
meet Civilisation again.
Firstly, to go back to our last days at Kianjege. These
were by no means days of freewheeling and resting on
our laurels. Right up to the end we were furnishing men
to garrison five Home Guard Posts. On most of these
there was a party consisting of one N.C.O. and two men.
Since most of our N.C.O.'s have been away on the cadres
which have been running here at Thika, it has meant that
those remaining had much more work to do. The men
of the§e Posts were by no means exempt from Company
Operations; on the contrary, they came out on all of them,
bringing their Home Guards with them.
Then there was our own final allout effort. The plans
were all ready and we had already been out on several
operations when on November 1st we were put under
command of 70 Brigade. Operations with them carried on
almost until we left Kianjege on November 8th, but just
finished in time for us to have a final sweep with the rest
of the Battalion. It would not be surprising if the whole
Company goes sick complaining of nightmares about
sweeps. We took part in over twenty of them during our
stay at Kianjege, and in the majority of them acting as
the actual sweeping element. Latterly there was another
problem too. Taking out the Kikuyu Home Guard on
Operations in order to give them confidence, meant that
each one of us had at least five. Kikuyu to look after.
This in itself did not prove difficult, but with our scant
knowledge of Swahili, let alone Kikuyu, we found that
keeping them in line abreast and not "bunched" was
almost an impossibility. This is not surprising since the
Company as a whole has been reprimanded more than
once for their tendency to "bunch"
Under command of 70 Brigade we went sweeping all
over the South Nyeri Reserve accompanied by literally
hundreds of Home Guards. Early morning rising again
became routine, and we became quite accustomed to
getting into position in the dark, before first light. Our
last sweep with 70 Brigade on Guy Fawkes' Day was our
sixth sweep in five days.
In spite of their being hardworked, as far as we could
see from Kianjege, those people at the Home Guard
Posts enjoyed themselves immensely. Sgt. Page, in fact,
during his short stay at the Kagio Post, had a certain
amount of success in the shape of two Mau Mau. Our
only other success was when L/Cpl. Sommerford, fresh
from a cadre at Thika, took out a patrol which accounted
for another bandit.
Towards the end of October, 2/Lieut. Cross rejoined
us, Sgt. Page having previously brought back the Combat
and Tracker team. 2/Lieut. Cross then took over No. 4
Platoon from 2/Lieut. Simon FreebairnSmith.
Right at the very end of our time in the Reserve, after
we had already finished most of our packing, disaster
befell us. Every afternoon we expected the normal strong
wind to get up. However, on the afternoon in question
we had a small whirlwind as well. This unfortunately for
us came from a completely different quarter to the usual
gale, and on its way through the Camp gathered up embers
from a rubbish burning bonfire, and deposited them on
top of our Store Tent. Fortunately, though, L/Cpl.

Glazier saw it very early on and gave the alarm. Just at
that moment the Company Commander, who was coming
into the camp in his Champ, saw it and also started
shouting. In consequence the whole Company turned out
very quickly indeed, and within twenty minutes the fire
was out. Rjight to the fore once again, as he was during
the first big fire at 01 Joro Orok just after we arrived out
here, was Pte. Lee, the Company "Salamander". He
could be seen sitting on the ridge pole putting out the fire
with his hands. When it was all over, we were very pleased
to hear that there was no kit burned, only the centre panels
of the tent.
Back here at Thika once more we find that the days are
going by very quickly, mainly because we have so much
to do. What with Drill Parades for the many farewell
functions now coming off, kit inspections, training, a
lot of fatigues, and of course "school", we find that even
starting at 0800 hours we do not finish until 1930 hours.
It should become much easier very shortly after the
Third Class Examination has been held.
We have not, therefore, had very much time to notice
many amusing incidents this month! We do know,
though, that Mwangi, Sgt. Pearson's monkey, has
developed into a very good "watchdog", some of us to
our cost! It has been said that after two people had
reported sick with monkey bites, that Mwangi was ill
himself with food poisoning.
One day at Kianjege the Company Runner was told to
see that everyone had been warned for a Company "O"
Group. Just before it was due to start, he appeared at the
Officers' Mess and asked the Company Commander
whether he knew about it.
 We welcome Capt. Charles Hamilton to the Company
as 2nd i/c, and are sure he will enjoy his stay with us.
Cpl. Colenutt is a familiar figure nowadays walking
around in battledress. He is shortly leaving us on
demobilisation, and we wish him the best of luck in civilian
life.
Our thought for the month is, "Will there be anyone
left to strike when we arrive in England?". We thank
the Dockers for not holding up the Georgic, and hope
that there will be no hitches on our way from Liverpool
to Dover and from Dover to our homes.
"C" COMPANY
Only seven days to our sailing date and these our last
Dragon notes in Kenya. Very soon now we shall be
giving up our O.G. for battledress and investigating the
advantages of hot water for shaving and similar luxuries.
On the 10th November the Company moved from
Kiamena to the Battalion Camp at Thika, where we are
all concentrated. It is very pleasant to be together again
after so long and see one's friends in other Companies.
As this is the season of "short rains", the camp is a sea
of mud.
In our final few days at Kiamena the Company managed
to close the Battalion's innings by making the final kill
on a Company cordon and sweep. A fitting reward for
our labours. By now the Company is virtually reduced
to skeleton order. All our boxes are screwed down and
banded. The Company Stores has a continuous procession
of soldiers handing in various items of kit. C/Sgt. Denny
is constantly bombarded with requests, suggestions and
amendments to his plans from all sides. However, he
faces each new crisis with great calm and proves a tower of
strength. 2/Lieut. Lunn in his capacity as Assistant
Baggage Officer (Crate Minor) is to be seen flitting about
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the camp in search of labels, crates and manifests. His
inside information of the move has done much to keep us
"on the ball" Pte. Smith of No. 9 Platoon has turned out
to be a "crate labeller par excellence". His sterling efforts
with the paint brush have done much to make our hold
baggage appear a credit to the Company.
We have had no new additions to the Company this
month but have to say a few farewells. Cpl. Mills, our
Company Storeman, is being released soon after we get
home. We shall miss his cheerfulness and good humour
as well as his valuable services. L/Cpl. Newman, our
Medical Corporal, and Pte. Kesby are being demobbed.
We wish them the very best of luck in "Civvy Street".
We also have to say farewell to our pets. Our dogs Sandy,
Mary and Joe (the school dog) are leaving us on the 25th.
We shall miss them sorely.
We must say farewell to our friends but here. Those
wonderfully hospitable settlers who have regaled and
refreshed us with hot baths, meals and good company.
They have done much to alleviate the discomforts we
have sometimes had to endure. Long after the memory of
the dirt and squalor of the Aberdare and Mt. Kenya
Forests have grown dim we shall remember their kindness
to us.
Finally to all Buffs Past and Present we wish a very
happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year.

Our return to Thika followed; we were fortunate for
five minutes after the main body moved, down came the
rain. We have now established our lines some twenty
minutes' walk from the Canteen at the extreme end of the
Battalion Lines. We feel justified, even in our rough
surroundings, in pointing out that as one looks to the
front we are undisputedly in our correct position at the
right of the Battalion Line, though on arrival this position
was obscured by grass 3 feet high.

"D" COMPANY

To close our notes, our last to be written in Kenya, our
thanks must go to our attached personnel from H.Q.
Company and outside the Battalion. The Cooks under
Cpl. Hampson, the Signallers under Pte. Skinner and
later Cpl. Connell, the drivers under Cpl. Healey, Pte.
Robb of the Black Watch, who is now trying to transfer
to us and very glad we should be to see him, and Pte.
Trim with his dog "Rupert".

These notes are written amidst the packing cases and
the conglomeration of kit and structures (the P.W.D.
term for prefabricated monstrosities intended for erection
as Cookhouses, etc., that are part and parcel of any major
move). This past week it has rained consistently and, of
course, because of the pending move, "Boots rubber high"
were withdrawn, on the last sunny day, too! But in
spite of having the majority of our comforts withdrawn
because of some doubtless necessary bee in the "Q"
bonnet, spirits are high and there are few who are not
looking forward to making an acquaintance with the
T.T. Georgic, thence to Liverpool and thence by courtesy,
if that is the correct word, of British Railways to Old Park
Barracks, Dover.
This past month has been a busy one with many
points of interest. Since our last notes were written, the
Company was fully stretched on Op. "Thunder" under
the auspices of 70 Brigade. A suitable name in many ways,
for one cannot but think that the publicity and "noise"
surrounding the operation scarcely justified the meagre
results. However, our two rifle platoons, in addition to
the familiar r61e of assisting Embu Guard Posts, were
engaged in forest operations while the M.G. and Mortar
Platoons carried out ambush and harrassing fire tasks
on the forest fringe. The Mortars reckoned "that they
had done it before", but it was more than a useful climax
to the training the M.G. Platoon had carried out. Each
Platoon fired an enormous quantity of ammunition with
their respective weapons. No. 12 Platoon in their E.G.
Training soon had some considerable success on patrols
led by their personnel; a total of three terrorists were
lleminiated", a word that has crept into the military
vocabulary recently..
We have a number of N.C.O.'s on a Cadre Course at
the moment. On the recently completed Cadre, L/Cpl/
Bowles secured first place, and our other candidates
followed closely in second, third, fourth £nd sixth places.
This has, of course, confirmed the high opinion we have of
our Company personnel!

Since our return to Thika we have been kept more than
busy with parades, kit checks, etc., but the C/Sgt.'s happy
humour is on the return journey from some distant land,
and the tempo is easing. On the C.inC.'s Parade, Pte.
Harris received a CommanderinChief's Commendation,
for which we all congratulate him and take pride in the
fact that he was representative of the work done by this
Company over many months in Kenya.
The Company Shooting Team trained by 2/Lieut.
Edgecombe won the InterCompany Shooting Cup by
some 60 points. A very good effort indeed. 2/Lieut:
Edgecombe, Ptes. Nelson and Pearcey, all of No. 12
Platoon, represented the Battalion in a shooting match
recently.
We must offer Major Collins all good wishes on his
marriage to Miss Beaumont, for whom we have consider
able respect for the remarkably competent way she scored
possibles with every platoon weapon. If there are any
shooting stalls in Zanzibar, we pity the unfortunate
stallholders!

KWAHERI.

SIGNAL PLATOON
It can truly be said that along with the rest of the
Battalion the Signal Platoon have certainly kept going
their particular side of the effort against the Mau Mau
right up until the last moment. The Signallers came out
of the last operations with flying colours and they always
managed to keep the allimportant communications
working efficiently.
c
After the Battalion had concentrated at Thika Camp,
all the Company Signallers were returned to H.Q. Com
pany and now for only the second time since we have been
in Kenya the Platoon is once again one unit.
The last few weeks have been quite hectic, being a mix
ture of ceremonial parades, training and packing up of
stores.
Cpl. Maxted and Pte. Skinner left us last month, and
we sincerely hope that by now they are happily settled in
their civilian jobs. They both served the Battalion in
general and the Platoon in particular very well during their
service and they will, be sadly missed.
We end our notes by wishing all Signallers Past and
Present a very happy Christmas and a prosperous 1955.
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Regimental Gazette

SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF TUESDAY, 26TH
OCTOBER, 1954, DATED FRIDAY, 29TH OCTOBER, 1954
TERRITORIAL ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS
INFANTRY
THE BUFFS.—Lt. P. J. Fynmore (398560) from Active
List to be Lt., 1st September, 1954, retaining his present

seniority and is granted the hon. rank of Captain.

THIRD SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF TUESDAY,
2ND NOVEMBER, 1954, DATED FRIDAY, 5TH NOVEMBER, 1954
INFANTRY
REGULAR ARMY
THE BUFFS.—Lt. H. D. Lees (401135) to be Capt., 5th

September, 1954.

SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF FRIDAY, 5TH
NOVEMBER, 1954, DATED TUESDAY, 9TH NOVEMBER, 1954
INFANTRY
TERRITORIAL ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS
. THE BUFFS.—Capt. B. WatsonAlexander (415834) from

Active List to be Capt., 21st September, 1954, retaining
his present seniority.

SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF FRIDAY, 12TH
NOVEMBER, 1954, DATED TUESDAY, 16TH NOVEMBER, 1954
INFANTRY
TERRITORIAL ARMY
NATIONAL SERIVCE LIST
THE BUFFS.—2nd Lt. W. C. Finn (427773) from Reg.

Army Nat, Serv. List to be 2nd Lt., 31st August, 1954,
with seniority 28th March, 1953.
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF TUESDAY, 23RD
NOVEMBER, 1954, DATED FRIDAY, 26TH NOVEMBER, 1954
INFANTRY
EMERGENCY COMMISSION

THE BUFFS.—Lt. R.. P. Twyman (360325) relinquishes
his commn., 27th November, 1954, and is granted the
hon. rank of Capt.
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF FRIDAY, 26TH
NOVEMBER, 1954, DATED TUESDAY, 30TH NOVEMBER, 1954
INFANTRY
TERRITORIAL ARMY
NATIONAL SERVICE LIST
THE BUFFS.—Lt. R. C. E. French (412192) is granted

the actg. rank of Capt., 27th November, 1954.
2nd Lt. (Actg. Lt.) T. A. Tilley (414191) to be Lt.,
30th November, 1954, with seniority 27th July, 1952.
*
*
*

Buffs Officers Reunion
Club

T

HIS year, instead of a buffet supper, the
Club held a dinner at the Connaught Rooms
on the 19th November, which was probably
the most successful event since the Club's form
ation. Nearly eighty officers foregathered and
it was delightful to meet again those who had
served together in Battalions or Depot; and
who in many cases had not seen each other since.
Our thanks are due to Lieut.Col. Knocker
for the admirable arrangements, the only draw
back being that there was so much to talk about
that one arrived home quite hoarse! It is to be
hoped that this enthusiasm will be kept up in

following years. Most of those who commanded
Battalions during the war responded to the hopes
of the Colonel of the Regiment that they would
be able to attend.
The following is a list of those present:—
Lieut.Col. E. V. Argles; Lieut.Col. E. H. Allen;
Major J. S. Blanford, D.F.C.; Lieut. M. W. Forster Brown;
Lieut.Col. D. C. Coates; Capt. F. E. G. Covey; Major
E. G. Cox, M.c.; Brigadier R. W. Craddock, C.B.E.,
D.S.O.; Major L. P. Critchley, M.B.E.; Colonel D. J. Dean,
v.c., T.D., J.P.; Capt. A. T. Farrow, M.S.M.; Lieut.Col.
M. Gilford, O.B.E., E.R.D.; Lieut. A. E. Grant; Capt.
C. A. Grant; Colonel E. G. Gardiner, M.C., T.D.;
Brigadier E. Foster Hall, M.C.; Lieut. T. L. R. Hall; Lieut.
Col. D. P. Iggulden, C.B.E., D.S.O., T.D.; Major (Q.M.) W.
E. Kille; Capt. N. L. Kind, M.C. ; Colonel C. R. B. Knight,
O.B.E.; Lieut.Col. H. S. Knocker; Major G. R. JLanning,
M.C.; Lieut. Col. P. T. G. LyndenBell; Major K. C.
Meyrick, T.D.; Major D. Montgomery; Capt. K. H.
Moore; Major J. P. Nash; Capt. H. R. Nevshehir;
Brigadier J. G..Nicholson, C.B.E.; Lieut.Col. G. E. F.
Oliver, D.S.O.; Capt. L. E. Palmer; Major I. A. Pearson;
Lieut.Col. T. N. Penlington; Capt. W. H. Pitkin; Lieut.
Col. T. Roscow Reid, M.C.; Brigadier H. P. P. Robertson,
O.B.E.; Major J. E. Rolo, M.C., Colonel A. J. D. Rose,
O.B.E.; Major H. B. Shorter; Capt. G. A. J. Sivyer;
Lieut.Col. G.E. Stevens, M.C., J.P.; Lieut. R. M. Tow
good; Lieut.Col. C. E. Vaughan, O.B.E.; Lieut.Col.
H. P. Williams, O.B.E.; Lieut.Col. J. R. P. Williams,
M.B.E.; Capt. F. R. Woodward; Major J. B. Worts,
M.C.; Major R. W. M. Webster; Lieut. T. Beevers;
Capt. M. C. Bollon; Capt. J. K. Courtney; Major
R. H. Dendy; Brigadier M. P. D. Dewar, M.B.E.; Major
J. G. Peak; Capt. M. A. O'B. ffrench Blake; Lieut.Col.
B. E. HammondDavies, M.C.; Major B. J. HarrisSt.
John; Major A. D. M. Hilton, T.D.; Lieut.Col. J. F.
Connolly, D.s.o.; Major H. J. Martin, M.B.E.; Lieut.Col.
J. F. May, M.B.E.; Brigadier A. D. McKechnie, D.S.O.,
O.B.E., T.D., A.D.C.; Major Ian Percival; Lieut.Col.
N. R. Reeves; Capt. A. G. Simon; Major A. A. West,
T.D.; Capt. G. T. White; Lieut.Col. J. E, Wills; Major
E. H. F. Watts, Lieut.Col. G. R. D. Hews, M.C., T.D.
*

*

*

Regimental Museum

D

URING November, the Museum became
the richer by the receipt of an ensign from
one of the German light naval craft which
operated in the Adriatic and Dalmation Islands
during the Great War in 194445. This souvenir
was secured by Colonel George H. Mount, J.P.,
when serving as G.2 to 61 Area Headquarters
in Italy, and was kindly presented by him.
With the advance of the British Forces up the
East Coast of Italy and the pressure of Tito's
Partisans in Dalmatia, the German craft were
deprived of their , bases and several came across
to Ancona to surrender rather than risk falling
into the hands of the Partisans.
From Major A. D. M. Hilton we have received
a copy of Hart's Army List of 1881 and an
official Monthly Army List for July, 1841. He
has also kindly presented an officer's helmet of
the East Kent Rifle Volunteers which had be
longed to his father.
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As far as 1 am concerned myself, there is still
a great deal to be done on the purely regimental
museum work, but, subject to the consideration
by the Regimental Committee, I am of the
opinion that our Museum would be incomplete
without a section devoted to the old and present
voluntary military organizations of East Kent.
This is a subject about which I am extremely
ignorant, and I have not the time at the moment
to allow myself to be sidetracked in order to
carry out the necessary study and research.
Of course, we have no place to house such a
section at the present time, but. that is no reason
why we should not start collecting trophies,
exhibits and historical data.
No doubt there is someone among the readers
of The Dragon who has made a special study
of this subject and who would be willing to place
his knowledge at the disposal of the Regimental
Historical Committee.
*
*
*
G.R.H.

The Balaclava Centenary

T

HOSE regiments which bear the battle,
honour "Balaclava", this year celebrated
the actions in which they took part on
October 25th, 1854. The two outstanding
celebrations have been the dinner given by the
4th Queen's Hussars at Grosvenor House with
their Colonel (Sir Winston Churchill) in the
Chair; and a magnificent banquet given at
Deene Park, Northamptonshire, by the Squire
and Mrs. Brudenell at the family seat of the
7th Earl of Cardigan, Commander of the Light
Brigade, which they now occupy. The Duke of
Edinburgh and the Duke of Gloucester honoured
the company with their presence.
Amongst the guests of honour at both dinners
were the Colonel of Regiments and Commanding
Officers of those regiments which formed part
of the Light Brigade. Lord Raglan, the Earl of
Lucan and Lord Tennyson represented their
greatgrandfathers; the 7th Earl of Cardigan
was represented by his cousins the Lord Cardigan
and Squire Brudenell; Captain A. W. L. Paget
(son of Sir Arthur Paget, late Colonel The Buffs)
represented his greatuncle, Lord George Paget;
MajorGeneral Scarlett represented his great
uncle, General the Hon. Sir James Yorke Scarlett,
Commander of the Heavy Brigade. Trooper
Hallaway, 4th Dragoon Guards, was represented
by his nephew, Sergeant Hallaway, D.C.M., M.M. ;
and Mr. Ashton (the only man still alive entitled
to wear the Crimean medals on his right breast)
represented his father.
The Adjt.General, Sir Cameron Nicholson,
replied for the Guests.
G.S.

Memorial Window to His
Late Majesty King George
VI in The Royal Military
Memorial Chapel,
Sandhurst

G

ENERAL H.R.H. The Duke of Gloucester
unveiled the memorial window on the
5th November, 1954. It was dedicated
by the ChaplainGeneral to the Forces, Canon
Victor Pike, C.B., C.B.E.
The following is a description of the window
based on notes supplied by Mr. Lawrence Lee,
A.R.C.A., Reader of the Stained Glass Depart
ment at the Royal College of Art, the designer
of the window.
The. window is installed in the centre three of
the seven lights in the West facade situated
immediately above the Memorial Door and
Window erected to the memory of His Majesty
King George the Vth.
Owing to the height of the windows the subject
matter has, of necessity, been restricted to a
simple heraldic scheme and the image of His late
Majesty King George the Vlth appears on a
golden medallion surrounded by a wreath of
laurel; this being considered more suitable
to the general conception than a figure or a
portrait.
His Majesty's personal interest and close
association with the early history of the Royal
Military Academy Sandhurst is the suppprting
theme of the Memorial. Firstly comes the
amalgamation of Woolwich and Sandhurst
resulting in the establishment at the end of the
Second World War of the Royal Military
Academy Sandhurst. Secondly, the presentation
of Colours by His Majesty in June, 1947; and
thirdly, the reintroduction of King George the
Fifth's Banner which is held by the Champion
Company, now renamed The Sovereign's Com
pany by His Majesty's express command when
taking the first Passing Out Parade in 1948.
The Queen's Colour, The Royal Military
Academy Sandhurst, appears in the centre light,
lowered in salute. The Regimental Colour is
displayed in the lefthand light (looking at the
window from the interior of the Chapel), which
also bears the badge of the Royal Military
Academy Woolwich, together with scrolls bearing
the dates 1741—1946.
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. The righthand light displays King George
the Fifth's Banner (presented to the R.M.C. in
1918) together with the badge of the Royal
Military College Sandhurst, and scrolls bearing
the dates 1799—1946.
The amalgamation of Woolwich and Sandhurst
is symbolised by the grouping of these badges
and the union of the Colour Pikes behind the
badge of the Royal Military Academy Sandhurst.
The forms of the background are derived from
ceremonial drums suggested by the Piling of
Drums at the Service of Dedication of the
Colours following their presentation by His
Majesty. The decorative finials are made of
monograms of "RMA" and "RMC" with the
Cross and Orb in the centre.
ft
* ft

I

Florence Nightingale

N all sections of the Press, in varying degrees,
the public has, in recent weeks, been reminded
of the centenary of the outbreak of the
Crimean War, with its sad tale of disaster and
maladministration, and the terrible sufferings of
the troops during the cruel Winter of 185455.
Early on the scene, in the British Hospital, at
Scutari, on the Bosphorus, was that wonderful
character, Florence Nightingale, probably the
most notable woman of the nineteenth century;
who, by her initiative, courage and iron deter
mination in the face of appalling conditions and
obstruction by those in authority, contrived to
restore order from the chaos then reigning
throughout the medical services. Her story is
too wellknown to require elaboration here.
Indeed, it has, within the last two or three years,
once more been told in full in Cecil Woodham
Smith's uptodate and monumental biography.
Nevertheless, it is worthy of record in The
Dragon that, on the 4th November, the memory
of this great soul was fittingly celebrated at a
service of commemoration, held in Westminster
Abbey. There, in the presence of Her Royal
Highness Princess Margaret, representing Her
Majesty the Queen, was assembled a large con
tingent of Queen Alexandra's Nursing Service,
the descendants of Florence Nightingale's
Crimean nurses, hastily recruited and raw.
In her honour, too, were gathered Ministers of
the Crown, the Army Council and representatives
of the Royal Navy and the Royal Air Force,
as well as detachments of the Order of St. John
and the British Red Cross Society.
Also, by a happy thought of the organisers, a
small deputation was invited to attend the
service from every regiment which served in the

Crimea. Thus, the Regiment was enabled to
pay its tribute to this noble woman, at whose
hands, there is no doubt, many a stricken Buff
of those grim days was comforted and eased of
his pain.
In the absence abroad, on tour, of the Colonel
of the Regiment, it was the privilege of Colonel
C. R. B. Knight, accompanied by Major R. H.
Dendy, Commanding the Depot, to attend this
impressive and memorable service.
C.R.B.K.
ft ft
*

Correspondence
To the Editor, "The Dragon".
Dear Sir,
On Thursday, 14th October, the Annual
General Meeting of the Danish Branch of the
Past and Present Association took place. It was
a particularly memorable occasion as the Branch
Standard was inaugurated that evening. The
ceremony was a delightfully simple one. Firstly,
Major E. W. B. Petersen, M.C., tapped a nail
into the pole for the ColonelinChief of the
Regiment. Then Major O. Lippmann, O.B.E.,
tapped in a second nail for Denmark, and finally
Lieut.Colonel P. J. Lewis tapped in a third nail
for The Buffs.
A second memorable occasion took place on
7th November when the Danish Branch Standard
was carried into Church for the Remembrance
Service and afterwards at the laying of wreaths
on the memorial at Vester Kirkegaard to 19
British soldiers who died in Denmark after their
release from German prisonerofwar camps
at the end of the 19141918 War.
Yours truly,
P. J. LEWIS,

Lieut.Colonel.
-

-

-

To the Editor, "The Dragon".
DIARY OF ROBERT BLAKE
Dear Sir,
Having been largely instrumental for the
publication of Robert Blake's Diary, which 1 had
come across while going through some old
documents in the Museum, I think it might be a
help if I try to reply to Major Tomlinson's letter
on the subject in the November Dragon,
I remember having seen a photograph „ of
Robert Blake when searching through old
Dragons for an entirely different reason, about
a year ago, but had ho idea Of the date when it
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was published. However, I was able to find it
again on page 377 of the December Dragon
of 1928. My memory may not be as good as it
was, but the photograph is not the one I was
looking for, nor did I remember that the Diary
itself had been printed in the same copy of The
Dragon as the photograph. As I cannot find
another picture, I feel that the one referred to
above must be the one mentioned by Major
Tomlinson.
With the very high cost of the making of
blocks today I doubt if it would be of sufficient
interest to reproduce the photograph again.
Many readers no doubt have back copies of
The Dragon in their own bookshelves, while
anyone really interested can always see a copy
in your office, Sir, or in the Museum Library.
Yours faithfully,
G. R. HOWE,
Lieut.Colonel.
(The Editor regrets that the block of the print is
no longer available.)
*

*

*

Depot, The Buffs,
Canterbury.
30th November, 1954.
The Editor, "The Dragon".
Dear Sir,
On my way home from the Middle East at
the end of 1943, I spent three weeks in Monte
Video. On going ashore, one of the first sights
to catch my eye was a poster advertising "Buffs"
cigarettes. The newspaper I bought—The
Southern Star—also advertised them and they
were on sale at most of the tobacconists' shops
and kiosks. In fact, "Buffs" cigarettes were sold
in Monte Video much the same as "Greys'!, are
in this Country,
.
It would be interesting to know how and when
these cigarettes first came to be manufactured.
I enclose a copy of the paper in which the
advertisement appears.
Yours faithfully,
E. H. WATTS.

(The advertisement portrays a packet of
cigarettes emblazoned with the Dragon.—Editor.)
*

*

*

The Editor, "The Dragon
Dear Sirj
The following is an extract from a letter from
Mrs. Gray Leakey written to me after two of
my platoon had stayed at their home on 48 hours'
leave:—


"26th September, 1954.
I am writing to say that we enjoyed having
Crane and Cook as our guests for their ^8hour
leave and we hope that they enjoyed themselves.
There has been so much criticism in this
country that I thought you would like to know
two very old settlers (1906 vintage) ale very
grateful to you all, and that these two Buffs
behaved so well.
j
I believe that my father's uncle was a Colonel
in the Buffs (Boer Rebellion) with
Crordon;
he was a Colonel Stewart.
Yours sincerely,
MARY LEAKEY."

As readers will know, Mrs. Leakey was
shortly afterwards murdered and her husband
abducted and murdered. At the funeral a
wreath was laid as from an Officer of The Buffs.
Yours faithfully, '
C. T. WEST, Lieut.
Comd. M.M.G. Platoon, "D" Coy., |l Buffs.
The Editor, "The Dragon".
Dear Sir,
MARCH PAST OF THE BUFFS, N IROBI
22ND NOVEMBER, 1954
By the courtesy of the Mayor of Nairobi my
wife and I were given the privilege of Watching
the March Past of the 1st Battalion from the
Balcony of the Mayor's Parlour, imniediately
above the Saluting Base.
j
If I may I should like to say how very proud
we were of the March Past of the Battalion.
I was most impressed with the carrying tif arms,
alignment on the march, and the fine] bearing
and smartness at the Saluting Base. It was a
wonderful sight to me to watch the) Drums
coming round the last corner before reaching
the Town Hall and to hear the Regimental
March in the near distance, it took ijne back
many years to marching into Portobello Barracks
from the Rathmines road at Dublin. I
I think even Col. Howe could have had
nothing but praise for the Corps of Drulms.
As the Bishop of Croydon said, the' bearing
of the young National Service men was most
marked, and it seemed as if they had been
imbued in no small measure with the tradition
of the Regiment.
I
Altogether it was a memorable morning, but
it is sad for us to think that in a few days' time
we shall no longer see "The Dragon" flying on
the Thika road as we motor past the Camp on
our way to Nairobi.
Yours etc.,

1

HARRY JACKSON.
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Watch for these Films

Round and About

TTfHITE Christmas.

It seems fitting to the
YY Season to start with this film, with Bing
Crosby and Danny Kaye. Owing to poor
material, this is not the dazzling picture it
should be, with these big names, but it is
pleasant enough entertainment. The music is
by Irving Berlin, the theme song of the title being
the one famous in Holiday Inn. The story is of
two professional entertainers who work together
to make the hotel run by their retired wartime
Colonel, a success. Vera Ellen dances delight
fully.
The Great Adventure. A story from Sweden,
directed by Arme Sucksdorff, is a nature film of
extreme beauty. It is about two small boys and
animals in a forest. Exquisite scenes and beautiful
photography. Though sentimental it is not all
so, and the animals show the callousness at times
necessary in their fight for existence. There is a
commentary, beautifully spoken by Norman
Shelley. Miss Lejeune of the Observer says,
"The first scene of the forest waking to a spring
morning, is one of the most beautiful things
I have ever seen in the cinema."
The Barefoot Contessa. A sentimental melo
dramatic story, but the Director, J. L.
Mankiewicz, has superb technique. It is the
story of a Spanish cabaret dancer who becomes
a Hollywood star, and shafts of wit and cynicism
are aimed at the star system. The players are
Ava Gardner and Humphrey Bogart.
The Divided Heart. Made at Ealing Studios.
A story based on a true case of a Slovenic child
adopted as an orphan by a German soldier and
his wife. The mother has been in a concentration
camp and traces and claims the child after ten
years. A gripping problem has thus to be
solved. Yvonne Mitchell acts superbly as the
real mother. She has little dialogue and what
she speaks is Slovene. Cornell Borchas and
Arnim Dahlen as the adopted parents also play
beautifully. Three judges decide which woman
shall have the child. A very good film for those
who do not mind being made to think and face
the problems resulting from war.
Rogue Cop. Those who like a well done, swift
moving story of crooks and gangsters will enjoy
this. Robert Taylor gives one of his best per
formances as a crooked detective, with George
Raft as a gangster chief.
Broken Lance. Worth seeing for a performance
by Spencer Tracey as a tough cattle owner.
The Crowded Day. Aunt Clara. Two quite
agreeable English films, the last with Margaret
Rutherford. Good Christmas family entertain
ment.
M.M.A.

By the Tramp

W

HATEVER one
might feel about
the
month
of
November which has
just slipped away into
history, no reasonable
person could describe it
as uneventful. It gave
us a splendid variety of
weather; one or two
characteristic fogs which,
in spite of gloomy antici
pations in some quarters,
did not develop into the
dreaded "smog"; some
storms
which
took
grievous toll of life at sea; a memorable Birthday
and two or three sporting events for lighter
minded people. And now Christmas looms
ahead with all its problems. These do not grow
less acute with the passage of years and I for
one incline to agree with those not necessarily
Scroogelike persons who hold that the great
Family Festival should be more concentrated.
The commercial side of it tends to increase to
an alarming extent and for the last month we
have all been subjected to an intensive bombard
ment of advertising and exhortation to buy
what we can ill afford.
A RECANTATION
Up to a few weeks ago I was one of those
people who spoke with illconcealed disdain
about the obsession of Television. It seemed to
me that it was regarded by an increasing number
of people as one of the major objectives of life.
1 knew people who planned their evenings so
that they could sit before the little screen for
hours on end. And, what seemed to me to be
even more deplorable, they derived a dispropor
tionate amount of pleasure from vicarious
participation in rather childish parlour games
which bid fair to becoming our national pastime.
Having said that I must admit that 1 did not
possess a T.V. set and only occasionally "looked
in" at those of friends. For the past few weeks
I have had at my disposal the magic apparatus
and since it is only necessary to switch the thing
on I have at frequent intervals shared the
entertainment of the millions. I am bound to
say that a little of "What's my line?" goes a
long way with me although 1 envy the "person
alities" who get paid so highly for their guessing.
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But I have seen one or two excellent plays,
immeasurably more entertaining than much
that is shown on the Cinema screen. Of these
two particularly stand out. The first was The
Silent People which dealt with the subject of the
special agent during the war. It was a tense
little play written with skill by somebody who
obviously knew all about the hazardous and
nervewracking lives led by heroic men and
women who were dropped into hostile territory
to sabotage the enemy's war effort or to obtain
vital information. When I saw the play I had
just read Captain Peter Churchill's vivid book
Duel of Wits and I was, therefore, better able to
appreciate the atmosphere of the play. The
second play was Nigel Balchin's Waiting for
Gillian, based on his novel The way through the
Wood. This was firstclass theatre, in my humble
view, and the acting, particularly that of Miss
Anne Crawford, was as good as anything I have
seen for years.
Then of course there was the Great Birthday
when sitting in an armchair I was enabled to
participate in the tribute to the Prime Minister
and to enjoy the best speech I have ever heard
him make. It occurred to me that the ceremony
in Westminster Hall exemplified once again how
we in England excel at such things. It was
perfectly planned and carried out and the B.B.C.
Television Service did us proud. One other
highlight of my viewing was the Soccer Match
against Germany at Wembley.
So it seems that although I am not a T.V.
addict (as yet) I am in fair way of becoming a
fan. I withdraw unreservedly much that I have
previously said in imperfectly informed criticism
of Television and consider that the licence fee
is moderate. I would add that in my case this
fee is paid by the owner of the house in which
it is my good fortune to be living temporarily.
THE PRINTED WORD
I do, however, remain convinced that there is
nothing to compare with the pleasures of reading
to beguile the long winter evenings and I have
read a number of excellent books of late. I always
want my friends to share my literary enthusiasms
and so, briefly, I will mention what has par
ticularly interested me of late. Far and away
the best book I have read for years is one that
I hungrily devoured a week or two ago. Venture
into the Interior is the title and the author is
Laurens van der Post. This is an unusual book
which was heartily and deservedly praised by
many critics when it appeared a short while
since. Briefly it is the account of an exploration
in Nyasaland undertaken by the author, a South
African, at the request of the British Govern
ment, But although it recounts adventure and

hardship and tragedy, it is much more than a
story of adventure. The author, who |served
with the South African Forces in the lake war
and endured the ordeal of a Japanese Prisoner
of War camp, writes graphically and with
becoming modesty of his journey. But h s chief
merit, in my view, is that he admits the reader
into the privacy of his own mind. This, it so
happens, is an unusual mind and the reader's
privilege is very great. His descriptive Abilities
are equal to his sensitive candour and he deserves
to the full the unquestioned success his book has
enjoyed. I cannot recommend it strongly enough.
Then I have read two books simultaneously.
That is not quite as impossible as it bounds.
Operation Victory by General Sir Francis de
Guingaud is the story of a distinguished staff
officer's experience in the Campaigns of the
Western Desert, North Africa, Sicily, Italy and
N.W. Europe. Sir Francis was Chief cff Staff,
Eighth Army, 194243 and Chief of Staff, 21st
Army Group, 194445. It is not difficult to
imagine what a busy time he had durin'g those
fateful years. His book details his experiences
with admirable lucidity and vigour. I was half
way through this absorbing book when I came
upon Desert Episode by George Greer field, a
short work of fiction which deals with events
covered by the early part of Sir Francis de
Guingaud's account. Desert Episode concerns
a few days in the life of a regimenta officer
during the Battle of Alamein. It is graphic,
sincere and very moving as well as authentic.
These two books are complementary; [the one
paints the picture from the highest staff point
of vantage; the other shows how a smajll group
of men was affected by the battle which was so
carefully and so brilliantly planned.
Incidentally, Operation Victory contains a
candid appreciation of FieldMarshal Mont
gomery which goes a long way to explain the
character and qualities of this distinguished
commander who achieved the stature of (a legend
even before he was appointed to the 8tfi Army.
To complete the picture of those tremendous
events I read a third book, Long Rang!e Desert
Group by W. B. Kennedy Shaw. This in its
way is. as valuable as the two books , already
mentioned. The author was for a time In
telligence and Topographical Officer of that
remarkable and adventurous unit which roved
wellnigh at will behind the enemy's lines in
Libya from 194043. Their exploits were as
impudent as they were valuable and the damage
they did to the enemy, not only in the destruction
of material, including many aircraft, but also in
the disruption of the enemy confidence had a
profound influence on our success.
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Finally, let me recommend a book mentioned
earlier in these notes. Duel of Wits by Captain
Peter Churchill who achieved great distinction
for his work as a special agent in France during
the war. This is as exciting an account as one
could wish for of the deeds of some of the most
courageous men and women, both British and
Foreign, who worked "underground" in con
stant peril and who in some cases suffered
imprisonment, torture and death in Nazi prisons.

Beneath Bell Harry

W

ITH
frequent
gales and in
cessant rain the
Depot is still relatively
damage free although
the R.S.M. has lost his
flagstaff and the Q.M.
is faced with many
minor repairs.
Guy
Fawkes night passed
quietly enough and
Sgt. Haines was a iittle
disappointed that not
one of his fire appliances
had been put to use.

BRISBANE
Everyone seems to have had his say about the
debacle of the First Test Match. It was a sorry
business which we can only hope will be effaced
in later encounters. But 1 do hope Button is
insisting on plenty of fielding practice. Twelve
missed catches! "It makes yer think."
WEMBLEY
The match against Germany was well worth
watching although it was not quite as spectacular
as the victory of Wolves over Spartak. 1 had
long known that Stanley Matthews was a
wonderful footballer but his display at Wembley
made me realise it to the full. It was all the more
remarkable seeing that he is rising 40 years of
age. His wizardry with the ball was positively
breathtaking and 1 was glad I drew the curtains
and switchedon. The day being of the best,
as far as weather was concerned, added to the
pleasure. The training and teammaking policy,
somewhat belatedly instituted by the Football
powersthatbe, has proved its wisdom. Would
that something of the sort had been devised
before the butterfingered representatives of Old
England had arrived at Brisbane. But we must
not carp. There's still time to "lain" the
Australians. So here's hoping.

*

A

*

*

War Department
Constabulary

N U M B E R o f vacancies will be offered
for 1955, in some cases with married
accommodation. Candidates up to the
age of 50 years will be accepted, where suitable.
Conditions of service and qualifications required
may be obtained from The Secretary, Past and
Present Association, The Buffs.

The Mess was pleased
to see a gathering of Q.M.s when Majors
Williams, Kille, Watts and Lieut. Catt visited
the Mess and indulged in just a little alcoholic
refreshment. Their combined service amounted
to 118 years, not counting Moggie's boy service
of course. Bill Bailey was in attendance and
produced many reasons why we should all go
to West Africa and in fact convinced Bob
Crichton and Tony Pirn that they were on the
verge of joining the elite who pay supertax.
The great day, of course, was 28th November
when the C.O. and Adjutant, accompanied by
Bill Kille and Moggie Catt set off in the early
hours of Sunday morning to meet the 1st
Battalion Advance Party at Blackbushe. Travel
ling in two cars by circuitous routes they arrived
at 5.30 a.m. to find the plane was not due until
8.45 a.m. However, their time was spent in
drinking numerous cups of tea; alas, English
licensing hours would not permit a stronger
beverage. Later Peter Critchley joined them at
a more reasonable hour.
Promptly at 8.46 a.m. a Hermes touched down
and it was not long before 1 Buffs had at least
one foot in U.K. once more. David Barrett was
first to appear clutching many bundles of papers
vainly trying to lose an aircraft, having been
O.C. Plane. He was soon followed by Ernest
Edlemann plus family, Cecil West and the
remainder all looking extremely fit but com
plaining bitterly of the English climate.
After Customs formalities dispersal was soon
under way with Cecil organising 30 men to
move to London where Depot transport awaited,
whilst the C.O., Adjutant and two Q.M.s
organised Ernest and family to move to Wey
bridge! However, by 3 p.m. all was over for the
355]

THE DRAGON
Advance Party had arrived at Canterbury and
dispersed on ten days' leave before getting down
to the task of organising Old Park Barracks at
Dover.
A notable social occasion was the Cocktail
Party given by the bachelors of the Mess who
entertained all the married Officers and their
wives. Judging by the absence of many officers
the following morning it was a notable success.
The Sergeants suffered a heavy defeat at the
hands of the Officers at hockey by losing 7—3,
although some doubt exists as to the number
playing for the officers and doubtless Sgt. Laker
was called upon to explain the correct method of
umpiring in the Sergeants' Mess. Bill Dunglinson
had moments of brilliance in goal when not
engaged in conversation with Bob Crichton,
whilst Jack Fakley did well to remain on his
feet for at least five minutes during the game.
At the moment speculation exists as to the
activities of the Staff of Depot H.Q., for the
Adjutant has appeared on crutches; the result
of falling into a M.T. inspection pit, before or
after a cocktail party is a matter of conjecture.
The C.O. walks with a pronounced stoop, "A
semislipped disc" he explains, and C/Sgt. Webb
complains of water on the knee.
In closing we extend a hearty welcome to the
Advance Party and eagerly look forward to the
arrival of the 1st Battalion at Liverpool on
19th December.
*

*

*

WARRANT OFFICERS AND SERGEANTS' MESS
Once again the old thinking cap has to be worn, as the
date draws nearer to submitting the monthly news sheet.
A very successful Social was held on the 12th October,
and how we managed to accommodate over a hundred
members and guests in the Mess, still remains a mystery.
A very good programme was laid on, one of the highlights
being, "What's My Line", the B.B.C. show. The panel
consisted of R.S.M. Turmaine as Gilbert Harding, a
most lifelike and gifted performance; Sgt. Hannaway,
complete with a lovely head of skin; Sgts. Dean and
Martin were both very glamorous as Barbara Kelly and
Lady Barnett respectively. Costumes and cosmetics by
Mesdames White and Dean. The usual hands of tombolo
were played, followed by community singing, ably led
by the R.S.M. Sgt. Dean's rendering of "My Old Mum"
was terrific. Voted an excellent show by all.
There has been very little movement of personnel
recently. We take this opportunity of welcoming to the
Mess Q.M.S.I. Sinclair, who relieves Q.M.S.I. Middleton,
and we hope his stay will be a pleasant one. Q.M.S.I.
Sinclair was Platoon Sergeant to the R.S.M. (then a
P.S.M.) in France with the 2nd Battalion, so the tales
have already been swopping. May we also welcome Mrs.
Sinclair, who comes from a wellknown family of Buffs.
Bandmaster Sharpe is with us again, after his weekend
in Kenya, looking fit and sunburnt, and having sat for an
important examination, is now sweating on the result."
Mr. Foster (exB.M.) paid us several visits during his
leave here, and still plays a good game of snooker and

tells a good tale. Congratulations to Sgt. Raines on being
awarded his Long Service and Good Conduct Medal.
Keep it up and you will soon qualify for the M.S.M.
Congratulations also to Sgt. Wilson on his promotion,
and welcome to the Mess.
It is with regret that we hear that our good friend Mr.
Haynes is retiring. A sad blow indeed, not only because
of the good work that he has done for the Mess, but for
the many kindnesses and help that he has ihyays so
readily given. May we offer him our good wishes and
health for the future.
For the Old Brigade's information, we rtport that
Mr. Jerry Osborne, Hoppo, George Mould, Dickie Fox,
Alf Garrett and Sharman are just a few that pop into the
Mess and have one, not forgetting Alf Argrave, who still
gets around.
The R.S.M. has ordered that the ceremony of "Hoisting
the Brick" will take place this year, so the caterer has
indented for the usual supply of Aspros, plus the cigars.
LATE NEWS.—The Officers have beaten us at hockey
again, with the result that the R.Q.M.S. is demanding
that Sgt. Laker is either posted or issued with glasses.
In conclusion, may we wish all Buffs the bist of luck
and a merry Christmas and prosperous New Year.

4th/5th BattaliQn

A

QUATIC enterprises
seem to be occupying
our attention very much
of late; "B" Compkny have
been boating on the Kledway,
the Commanding Ojficer and
the Adjutant attended a
Divisional Training Week
end at Shorncliffe Ton 27th
and 28th Novembej, having
particular reference to assault
crossings of water obstacles
and other Companies are
taking to the water in turn.
All this is possibly [ a reflec
tion on the currenlj state of
the weather, but is more likely to be an insurance
against the worst happenings at Divisional Camp
next year.
The changes foreshadowed in last month's
notes are almpst an accomplished fact. It is
anticipated that in the near future W[ar Office
approval will be given for the area covered by
th? Battalion to be increased so as to include
subunits at Sittingbourne and Faversham. In
this way it is hoped to increase thje overall
strength of the Battalion and to compensate for
the lack of manpower in the Herne I Bay and
Whitstable areas ("C" and "B" Companies).
These Companies ("C" with a strength of 44
and "B" with 36) have defied all efforts of
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Infantry Record Office to increase their numbers;
very few men of National Service age live in the
Company areas.
When the Drill Halls in Sittingbourne and
Faversham become part of 4/5 Buffs, the deploy
ment of the Battalion will be as follows:—
Battalion H.Q.: Canterbury.
"A" Company: Ramsgate (Company H.Q. and
one platoon); Ramsgate (M.M.G. platoon—
detached from "S" Company); Margate (one
platoon); Sandwich (one platoon).
"B" Company: Sittingbourne (less one platoon);
Faversham (one platoon).
"C" Company: Whitstable (less two platoons);
Herne Bay (two platoons).
"D" Company: Folkestone.
"Sp" Company: Ashford (Company H.Q. and
AntiTank platoon); Cranbrook (Mortar
platoon); Tenterden (Assault Pioneer platoon).
H.Q. Company: Canterbury.
One of our four Regular drivers, Pte. Fricker,
is leaving us for civilian life and we shall miss
his cheerful face. He has been with the Battalion
for the whole of his two years' National Service.
Fricker is going to live in Surrey (where he
would normally have joined the 6th Battalion,
East Surrey Regiment (T.A.), but by dint of a
gentle fiddle with Infantry Record Office we
have managed to have him posted back to this
unit for his parttime service and we shall
therefore see him at camp next year. Our best
wishes to him on his return to civilian life.
Clearly the needs of agriculture transcend all
other calls, and it is with this in mind that we
say goodbye to Edward Body on transfer to
T.A.R.O. His voice, so often to be heard in
animated discussion in the Mess, is stilled and
it is with regret that we see him go.
Our heartiest congratulations to Major and
Mrs. Alexander on the birth of their daughter.
It may not be generally known that B.H.Q.
has changed its abode and the Directing Staff
now occupy a wooden bungalow perched rather
precariously on the slopes above Chaucer
Barracks. The accommodation is of somewhat
monastic quality and envious eyes watch progress
on buildings being erected on the other side of
the road. Messrs. Dent and Catt, those well
known landscape gardeners, have carried out
extensive conditioning operations on the sward
outside, leaving the Quarterly Audit Board
with the problem of which account should
properly meet the cost of shrubs; fencing is
alleged to be by another wellknown organisation
(but rather singlehanded one gathers).

"A" COMPANY
Sandwich was the scene of considerable activity early
in November when the first Company training weekend
was held. Accommodation and feeding arrangements were
laid on entirely by the Company and the Quartermaster
did us very well with extra rations, whilst blankets and
pillows (with slips!) were in abundance. Cpl. Amos
deserves a very special mention for the manner in which
he presided in the Cookhouse; he did a very fine job
and the food was excellent. During the evening meal on
the Saturday the Commanding Officer, the Mayor of
Sandwich and Major Crichton, accompanied by the
Adjutant and the Company Commander, paid a state
visit and we feel sure our tables (six foot), covered with
white tablecloths—less flowers—made quite an im
pression. Later the Mayor was entertained in proper
fashion in the Canteen and relations with the Borough of
Sandwich were firmly established. On the Sunday a very
strong contingent of the Company under Capt. Klean
took part in the Remembrance Parade. Altogether it was
quite a successful first attempt and our thanks are due to
all those who helped make it the success it was—even if
two of the helpers were stranded late at night on the
Sandwich Road!
Throughout the month, Sgt. Vaughan has been going
around with a very smooth line of sales talk on the
subject of bows and arrows (shades of the atomic age!)
in order to establish archery within the Company. To our
astonishment, he has won over Sandwich and a flourishing
archery club has been founded. At a recent drill night,
some very keen shooting has taken place and first im
pressions indicate that this form of sport, which is fast
becoming very popular in England, will become a recog
nised thing in the Battalion. Local farmers have been
helpful in supplying bales of straw, both for targets and
for protecting the shafts. The Club, at present seven or
eight strong, will find plenty of encouragement; already
there has been a suggestion from local inhabitants that a
cup should be put up for a competition for August Bank
holiday. Machine gunners, get your armour on!
At Ramsgate there have been two social evenings
which went off in grand style. The first was purely
a Company affair, to which the W.R.A.C. and Home
Guard were invited. The Social Committee put on a
remarkable programme of games and a raffle was arranged
which benefitted unexpectedly by a large "donation"
from L/Cpl. Hirams, who parted with all his change as
well as the money for the tickets sold. The second evening
also went off very well. We entertained the Ramsgate
Branch of the Past and Present Association, and it was
nice to see them in the Canteen. The Company lost at
darts; Capt. Morgan's prowess at Canterbury was clearly
only a passing phase! Mrs. Morgan kindly dressed a
doll which was duly raffled, making a respectful sum for
Company funds. We had a visit from the Commanding
Officer and he was able to listen in on "Machine Guns in
the Withdrawal" as an antidote to boating and other
forms of sport. Training has started on the director
now that that instrument is safely in the M.M.G. Platoon
Store (after being saved from a fate which only Sgt. Bell
could think of), and we hope to increase our knowledge
of indirect shoots. Thanks to valiant efforts on the
carrier the last remnants of camp have been removed
and a trial trip taken place. The experts found the
answers to three out of the four problems set en route;
but no one knew why smoke should come from the
dynamo! November closed in a flurry of activity as the
annual Admin. Inspection grew nearer; spiders were
rudely chased out of their accustomed nests and the
gun kit was lined up by the right.... but let us draw
the veil and look forward to Support Company weekend
in December when we hope to go through our paces in
earnest.
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At Margate the Corps of Drums under DrumMajor
Pattenden is doing well and we hope to have them play in
Sittingbourne in about January or February next year.
There will be a Corps of Drums Training Weekend at
Canterbury in December, when it is hoped that several
Drummers whom we know to be tucked away in various
Companies throughout East Kent will turn out to help
swell the ranks. Sgt. Hurlow, Cpls. Saffery and Christian
and L/Cpl. Pottle are keeping the flag flying, whilst Sgt.
Bass is still "puffing" (not to be confused with that other
word) amidst his wonderfully weird collection of spars and
wingnuts, which we are told in confidence is destined to
become a portable "puff" range.
Christmas greetings to all members and friends of the
Company, and good luck inJ1955.^
"B" COMPANY
This month finds us in the middle of a series of National
Service Men's Weekends. Having had a very wet week
end on Lydden Spout in October under the very capable
eye of Major Crichton, the next weekend took place at
Canterbury, again under Major Crichton, who decided
that weapon training was to be the order of the day, and
the instructors were actually given the assistance of some
of our own N.S. junior N.C.O.'s.
Next weekend will find "B" Company trying to defeat
the River Medway, when we are going to try our hand at
assault boating at the R.E.'s bridging camp at Wouldham.
We have again defeated our old rivals the Home Guard
at shooting, and were very pleased to have a visit from the
Commanding Officer the same evening. This may be the
reason for the call, "How many pressures on this thing?",
which was heard during the evening. At last we can
claim to have had our C.O. to represent the Company.
In closing these notes, we welcome our latest N.S. men,
Ptes. Walker and Gorringe, to the Company, and although
maybe a little premature, all Buffs, both old and new, a
veiy happy Christmas,^wherever they may be.
"C" COMPANY
Since the publication of the last Dragon notes, "C"
Company have entertained "D" Company and in turn
have been entertained by H.Q. Company. Our .22
shooting still proves too good for our opponents to date,
whilst our darts are not quite so good but seem to be
improving.
A small but loyal party turned out on Remembrance
Sunday and their drill and turnout were excellent.
We are indeed sorry to lose Pte. Stallwood (A.C.C.),
but he has been given the freedom of the Drill Hall and
so we hope to see him as a civilian frequently.
*

*

*

"S" COMPANY
Although reference will almost certainly be made to it
elsewhere, we open this month's notes with sincere
congratulations to our Company Commander and Mrs.
Alexander on the birth of their daughter.
We have said farewell to C/Sgt. Hunt after having been
with the Company for six years and after altogether some
30 years' service. We are all sorry to see him go and we
shall miss his famous "Cowboy breakfasts". Our best
wishes go with him for the future. At the same time,
however, we must congratulate C/Sgt. White on his
promotion and we know he will carry on the good work
of his predecessor.
The Mortar Platoon had visits recently from an
American basketball team and two Chelsea footballers,
Ken Armstrong and Johnny Harries, both of whom gave
demonstrations of ball control. We hope that some of the
tips will prove useful when "S" Company football team
takes the field again.

If anyone saw a 10ton truck heading in I he general
direction of Pirbright on 13th November it wc juld almost
certainly have been our C.S.M. on his way to a 7pounder
course. We feel rather sorry for the A/Tk. gu liners once
he returns; he will want to put over some of the "gen"
he has acquired and with a Company weekend in the
offing what better opportunity?
|
Congratulations to Pte. Tribich, Sgt. Wraight and Sgt.
White on passing their driving tests this month; all we
await now is for them to exhaust their |supply of
"Kangaroo" petrol.
iture range
We hope to have "some luck with our miniaiuic
iaugv
matches this month; our team is all keyedup and it is
now unusual for anything to be outside the ball.
Next month we repair to Lydd for the weeklend, where
we shall be joined by the M.M.G. Platoon from Ramsgate.
The whole training arrangements will be a Company
responsibility and we look forward to the chance of trying
out our weapons. A detailed report will apbear in the
January issue.

T

Old Brigade Nev r s

HE Old Brigade wish all Buffs, Past and
Present, all Branches and Ladies' Guilds, a
Very Happy Christmas, Bright h few Year,
Good Health and Good Luck.
Our good wishes also to those grand ladies,
Mrs. Rennison, Mrs. Fawcett, Mrs. Foster,
Mrs. Barton, Mrs. Freeman, Mrs. Rjeed, Mrs.
Ongley, Mrs. Wittering, Mrs. King and others
of the days gone by. What memdries these
names recall!
*

*

*

"Molly" Marshall in a 'phone message men
tioned how he loved the London Bjanch old
time meetings, with B. H. Birkhead, Hugh
Borland, Sailor Cooper, Tommy Cook, Gunner
Lee, Donkey Warren, Erny Carter, Snowball
Manning, Ginger Orwin, when memories of
Chitral, N.W. Frontier, South Africa and Burma
were recalled over a delightful pint ofj beer.
Bill Elvey, now 82 years of age, w as recently
visited by Bert Tester, who found him I fairly well,
though he seldom goes out. They spent two hours
talking about the 5th M.I. and its Boer War
activities.
*

*

Reg. No. 2757 H. Smith, a grand old Buff
of 84 years, is living at 40 Farnborough Avenue,
Walthamstow, E.17. As he is confined to his
abode, he would be pleased to see any old (or
young) Buff passing his way.
*

*

*

Mr. G. Proctor tells us that he has heard from
his old friend Dusty Roullier. Un fortunately,
Dusty does not make much headwjay towards
recovery. Both he and Proctor were wounded
together 53 years ago.
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Old Buffs will regret to hear Mrs. Field, the
wife of dear old "Benny", has been in hospital
for six months, during which time she has had
both legs amputated right off to the body. Wc
all wish Mrs. Field a safe return home and
extend our sympathy in her misfortune. We are
pleased to hear that she keeps quite cheerful.
*
*
*

Past and Present
Association
Associate Life Members
1ST TO 30TH NOVEMBER

H.Q. Roll.—Simmonds, R. V.
Ramsgate Branch.—Reeves, F.
Sittingbourne Branch.—Ralph, J.

We trust that Donkey Warren is much better
than when we last heard. Snowball and all the
boys send their best to you.

Annual Members

Bert Tester informs us he recently met Mrs.
Gentle, whose husband is keeping fairly fit.
He is working in a rocket factory near Dorking.
Gentle transferred to The Buffs in 1922, served
in Gibralter, Burma, etc., and was discharged in
1936. He reenlisted and served during the last
Great War.
*

*

Geo. Cobb tells us that he missed the last
Branch Meeting owing to his attending his
youngest granddaughter's birthday party. It
must have been the first time George has missed.
Many happy returns on your 73rd birthday
anniversary, and many of them.
*

*

1ST TO 30TH NOVEMBER

H.Q. Roll.—Mace, —Elliff, —.
Ramsgate Branch.—Johncock, J. C.
Sittingbourne Branch.—Cherrison, C.;

The total grants from the Benevolent Fund and the
World War 1939 Charitable Fund during the month of
November, 1954, are as follows:—
£ s. d.
Benevolent Fund
49 0 0
World War 1939 Charitable Fund
27 15 0

Donations
Buffs War Memorial Fund:
Medway Ladies' Guild

*

*

*

*

Another very fine old Buff, Bob Knott of
Dartford, sends good wishes to all, particularly
to Capt. Linwood and old members of the 2/5th
Battalion. Bob's eyesight is very bad. As he
remarks, one cannot expect to keep the vision
one had in the days of Chatham, Athlone, etc.
J.E.E.

0

0

DARTS
1st Round result: Ashford beat London.
SHOOTING

October November

Dover
Ashford
Canterbury
Sittingbourne

*

On the 22nd December, 1899, the 2nd Battalion
embarked on the Ghaika for the Boer War.
Remember the cold snowy morning it was when
we left Aldershot for Southampton? There are
still a number living who went out on the Ghaika
and came home on the St. Vincent Perhaps it
could be arranged for survivors to lay a wreath
on the Dane John Memorial next Remembrance
Sunday?

£5

Competitions 1954 1955

*

We are sorry to hear Billy Everitt is not so
well as we should like to see him. Your old
pal "Geo" advocates "Monkey Glands", no
doubt from experience!
*

Eley, V.

Grants

*

Major (Bill) Stone informs us that on the
24th September last he celebrated his 60th
regimental birthday. We hope, Bill, you will
celebrate very many more. (Old "Joyful" must
have spotted a smart lad!)

E., Rayfield, S.

441
396
471
352

408
429
472

Canterbury Branch
Our November meeting coincided with one of the
stormiest and wettest evenings of 1954, yet our usual
twenty or so stalwarts braved the elements and assembled
for the usual convivial evening. It is a great pity that the
many old Buffs living in and around the City cannot spare
just one evening a month to meet their pals of years ago.
It was particularly pleasing to have with us Mr. Jarvis
for his first visit. He went to great trouble to find out all
necessary particulars of our meeting and was well rewarded
by meeting a pal in the person of R.S.M. White after a
space of eighteen years. Altogether 64 members have
visited us since the first meeting, yet the average per
meeting remains at 30.
We were particularly delighted to have Colonel Argles
with us again to provide uptodate news of Regimental
doings.
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Our first monthly shoot for October has taken place,
and we are happy to record a most satisfactory result.
These Friday evening meetings on the miniature range
are still wellpatronised and we would like to see many
more coming along.
The Branch paraded 20 members with Standard for
the Remembrance Sunday Service in the Garrison Church,
despite most appalling conditions which caused the
March Past to be cancelled.
Having been drawn away to play Ramsgate in the Inter
Branch Darts Tournament, we are hoping to take a coach
load for our first Branch visit to support our team. At
the meeting it was agreed that members' wives be asked to
accompany us.
Mr. Barham, a very keen member of our Branch, has
recently prepared a paper containing some useful
suggestions to further interest in the Association, and this
was discussed at the meeting. We offer him con
gratulations on his work, which must have taken an
enormous amount of time and study.
Owing to the many changes in the Drill Hall rooms
for our monthly meetings and through the kindness of
the 4/5th Battalion, all future meetings will be held in the
club room adjoining the Drill Hall. Hoppo has kindly
offered to make a notice board to be placed outside the
Drill Hall entrance to direct members to the meeting place
adjoining.
Those members who are able will be present at Dover
to welcome the 1st Battalion. In addition, it is proposed
to despatch a telegram of greeting to meet the boat at
Liverpool. We look forward to seeing the Battalion once
again at home and perhaps, if time permits, have the
Band and Drums playing and beating retreat at the
Westgate Gardens, a pleasure we have missed for some
time past. Many of us recall the openair dances on the
lawns there.
We offer to Mrs. Phelan and family, and also to the
London Branch, our deepest sympathy on the death of
"Mac" Phelan.. He was a grand Buff, known to so many
of our members for his cheerful and kindly manner, and
we shall miss him at the August gatherings very much.
"Thank you, "Tich" Burville, for your letter conveying
the sad news and there is one member of our Branch who
served with you both in "H" Company, Portabello
Barracks, Dublin, who would like to bear out all the nice
things you have said about our old pal, because weall lived
in the same barrack room.
We would like to place on record our great appreciation
of the gift by the President of the Branch, Colonel T.
Roscow Reid, of a framed photograph of the members
of the Branch who attended the first monthly meeting in
March, 1954.
*

*

*

Folkestone Branch
It's such a long timesince you saw anything under the
above heading, that I'm afraid this will come very much
as a shock.
Yes, there are still the faithful few who attend our
meetings, but it really would make it so much easier if a
few more could make it. We have been badly hit by
sickness. As you know, our Chairman has been a sick
man for some time; but I'm very glad to say he was
much better when I last saw him. Our very regular mem
ber, Bill Lord, has been very ill and had a most severe
operation in the Royal Victoria Hospital. Fortunately
he has been showing a steady improvement recently.
Capt. Tyrrell has had a bone manipulation during the
past week. He, too, shows that he has reaped considerable
henefit frnm this.

Here's wishing all our sick friends a speedy Ireturri to
complete health.
We are looking forward to the return of the Battalion
from Kenya and we most certainly shall be represented at
Dover on their arrival.
As there appears to be nothing else of importance to
write about, let me on behalf of the Branch wish all Buffs
wherever they may be a very happy Christnjas and a
healthy and prosperous year in 1955.

Sandwich Branch
The monthly meeting was held at the Drill Hall on
Tuesday, November 2nd, 1954, at 8 p.m. Major F. W.
Tomlinson presided and fifteen members were present.
The meeting opened with the usual moment's silence.
The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
adopted.
.
Apologies were received from our ViceChairman,
Lieut.Col. N. S. Hart, and Messrs. A. Elvery, H.
Seasbrough, C. Willis, W. Croud and P. Elverjj.
Correspondence read and discussed included a circular
letter from Headquarters with reference to the home
coming of the 1st Battalion The Buffs, whicb was now
expected about the 20th December, and it was suggested
that Branches may like to send representatives to meet
them on their arrival at Dover. Further details would be
sent at a later date.
.
It was agreed to discuss this question further at the
December meeting, when fuller details would be to hand.
The InterBranch Darts Competition Rules jwere read,
and a team elected, Mr. J. Moxon being elected Captain.
With reference to the Shooting Competition, it was
decided to discuss this question at the next meeting,
wfien conditions of the Shoot could be discussed.
An invitation from the Sandwich and District Branch
of the British Legion to attend the Remembrance Day
Parade and Service on Sunday, November 7th was dis
cussed, and it was decided to thank the Bri tish Legion
and say that we should be supporting them as individuals
and not as a Branch owing to the usual difficu ty on these
Civic Parades. The arrangements for laying of the Branch
Poppy Wreath were left to the Chairman.
Our Social Committee Chairman, Mr. J. Moxon,
reported on the social evening held on Friday] September
5th, when we were "At Home" to the R.A.F. Sergeants
and their ladies. There was a good attendance and every
one enjoyed themselves. Thanks were expressed to Mr.
E. Hart for his lovely basket of fruit given fdr the raffle,
and to Mrs. R. Bushell for helping with the refreshments.
On Saturday, November 13th, arrangements have been
made for a visit to Minster British Legion Club for a
social evening. On Friday, November 19th, the Branch
would be "At Home" to the Sandwich Branch of the
British Legion.
It was regretted that the Dance fixed for December 4th
at the Drill Hall will not.now take place until the New Year
owing to so many functions being booked around that
date.
|
The question of the formation of a Branch of the Ladies'
Guild was again discussed, and the Chairman read out
the Guilds' Rules, following which it was decided that
no further action be taken at the moment.
Op Remembrance Sunday, November 7th| the Branch
was represented at the Parade and Service with our Chair
man (Major F. W. Tomlinson) attending witn the Mayor
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and Corporation, Mr. A. Ledner, British Legion Standard
Bearer, the Hon. Secretary; escort. Other members
present attended with the T.A., Police, Church Sidesmen,
etc. '" .
\
The Branch Poppy Wreath was laid on the Local
Memorial by the Hon. Secretary. It was very pleasing to
se<6 present again our Local T:A.'Buffs.
To the 1st Battalion we say "Welcome Home", and to
all Buffs,' Past aridPresent, we wish a Happy Christmas
;
and all the best in 1955.

Brighton Branch
For our second unofficial meeting in November, we
were not as. lucky because'it poured the whole evening,
and because of it our numbers suffered.
. All membelrs seem to be doing well, and, touching wood,
no more invalids are reported so far, although we've
had nO news of our President, Colonel G. F. Hamilton,
for soiqe time now. He is, no doubt, isolated on his
dog farm, by the floods.
We wish all Buffs, wherever they may be, a happy and
prosperous Christmas and New Year, especially all those
coming home with the 1st Battalion.
k

ie

k

ACHEM.

Denmark Branch
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 7TH, 1954
Past and Present, the Danish Branch, placed in Holrhens
Kirke in Copenhagen a wreath at the Memorial. Book
for the Danish Volunteers, who were killed in the last
war 193945.
After this wreathlaying ceremony the committee went,
on to the English Church in Copenhagen, where they
attended the morning service, and for. the first time our
standard was shown outside the Association, as it took
part in the Standard Parties in the church. It was a. very
ceremoiiious rnoment when the Standard Parties went up
through the church and the standards were placed round
the Altar.
After the morning service there was a wreathlaying
ceremony first on Vestre Kirkegaard at the Allied wax
graves, and here the first wreath was placed by Her
Majesty's Ambassador, and the second wreath was
placed by the Canadian Charge d'Affaires. No. 3 was
placed by the British Legion, and No. 4 by R.A.F. Ass.,
and No. 5 by the Danish Branch by Major Iversen. At
graves on Vestre Kirkegaard. a Danish Army Trum
peter sounded the "Last Post and Reveille. On the way
from the English Church to Vestre Kirkegaard all" the cars
were convoyed through the city by a police car and
several police motor cycle despatch riders.
From Vestre Kirkegaard the cars were driven to Bis
pebjerg Kirkegaard] where there was a wreathlaying
ceremony at the Allied war memorial. However, this
ceremony was not attended by the Danish Branch, as
sorrie years ago it was decided that the Danish Branch
only should lay wreaths on Vestre Kirkegaard, as the
Allied war memorial on BispebjCrg Kirkegaard is solely
for the R.A.F.

Ramsgate Branch
This will be my last literary effort for 1954, so I take this
opportunity of wishing a happy Christmas and prosperous
New Year to both Present and Past Buffs. We are or shall
be delighted to have the 1st Battalion back in "Blighty".
It will be nice to meet officers and all ranks again.

The many friends of our Chairman, Mr. C. Fakley, will
be sorry to read of his illness, but I am pleased to say he is
much better. We missed him in his familiar place in the
Chair, but Captain R. Morgan stepped in and made an
excellent job. Branches must have officers' support and
attendance. This Helps progress and Ramsgate has been
very lucky. Our President (Major A. J. H. Taylor) is a
keen supporter, and the Committee appreciates his
interest and attendance.
By the way, through your valuable columns I trust
our great friend Colonel W. Orwin is well, and we look
forward to his attendance at our meetings again. Now
for the meeting report.
Members of the Past and Present Association The
Buffs met serving members when they attended a Social
given by officers and men of "A" Company, 4/5th
Battalion The Buffs on Friday, 19th November.
The Social was preceded by a brief meeting in the Drill
Hall, Willson's Road, presided over by Captain. R.
Morgan, M.C., deputising for Mr. C. Fakley, who was ill.
Capt; Morgan was supported by Major A. J. H. Taylor
and Mr. B. E. Knott (Branch Secretary).
Capt. Morgan welcomed the officers and members to
the Drill Hall and said it was nice to have past members
meeting serving members. It created an atmosphere of
cooperatlbn and comradeship, and he hoped that would
be the forerunner of many more pleasant evenings.
The Chairman was sorry that their hardworking
Chairman (Mr. C. Fakley) was not present; also Messrs.
C. Carter and E. Goldsmith. On behalf of the Branch he
hoped they would have a speedy recovery to good health.
Apologies were read from Major H. Martin, Captain
N. Taylor and Lieut. W. Wotton.
Mr. E. Castle gave details of the Children's Tea Party
which was to be held in St. George's Parish Hall on
December 11th, and said an excellent tea and entertain
ment had been arranged. The President (Major A.
Taylor) had promised to attend.
At the close of the meeting a pleasant evening was spent
by members and their ladies with the present Buffs in
games and competitions. This was enjoyed by all, and we
thank officers and members of the 4/5th Buffs.
B.E.K.
*

*

*

Ashford Branch

Our monthly meeting was held on 13th November at
the "Invicta", and 16 members attended, including our
President, Major Bompas. Mr. A. J. Mills was in the
chair.
The minutes for the previous meeting were read, and
passed.
We are glad to announce, we are ordering a Branch
Standard, we shall be then up to the mark of fellow
branches.
Our oldest member, Bill Mankelow, was in appearance
at our meeting, and looks very fit and well for 83. We are
pleased to hear he is taking part in the News of the World
Darts Championship; we wish him the best of luck.
As we have to play London Branch in the first round
of the Darts Competition in London, our Secretary was
asked to order a coach for this outing, on November 20th,
so are looking forward to an enjoyable evening.
We entertained the Hythe Branch to a social evening
the previous week. I think a nice time was had by all.
All Officers and Committee were elected to serve en
bloc for the forthcoming year.
The meeting closed at 8.30 p.m.
As this is the first time I have had a shot at writing these
notes, I hope that they will pass.
A.C.M.
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London Branch

Ladies Guild

Our monthly meeting was held at Tufton Street (Prince
Albert) on Saturday, November 20th, with Mr. JR..
Billings in the Chair. Before opening the meeting, the
Chairman called for two minutes' silence, in tribute to
the late Mr. Phelan.

A meeting was held* at The Prince Alfred, Tufton
Street, on Saturday, November 6th, Mrs. Coley in the
Chair.
CORRESPONDENCE was read from Mrs. Everitt and
Lieut.Col. Argles.
REGRETS were received from Mesdames Coll?b. Yapp,
Everitt, Scowen, Tucker and Baxter and Miss B Cousins.
BEREAVEMENT.—Our deepest sympathy to IV Jrs. Harris
in the sad loss of her sister.
GUILD SUPPER.—The Chairman announce^ that all
names and monies must be paid at this meeting
We are greatly indebted to Mrs. Kebbell for presenting
a beautifully dressed baby doll, to be raffled aft this and
the December meeting, also InPensioner Hibbs of the
Royal Hospital, Chelsea, gave a miniature Chelsea
Pensioner which he had made himself, to be raffled.
Other raffles were given by Mesdames Taylor] Hawkins,
Jackson, Watts and Mrs. Nave's granddaughter Susan.
Our very grateful thanks.
Before the meeting we were joined by the menfolk
and made our pilgrimage to the Garden of Remembrance
to plant our crosses.
M.J.D.

The Minutes of the last meeting were read, accepted
and signed.
Correspondence was read which included a number of
letters from old members, wishing the London Branch
all good wishes, to which all members return the compli
ment.
The meeting got into its stride quickly, owing to the
visit of the Ashford Branch, who came in force to play
the London Branch in the first round of the "knockout"
darts competition. I am sorry to say it turned out to be
the first and last for the London Branch, but it was a very
good match, London being beaten 3—2. But we did win
the gallon of beer. Ask old Jim Annan!
Returning to our meeting; it was proposed by Mr.
Ricketts, seconded by Mr. J. Goss, that Mr. Annan be
our Standard Bearer, to which Jim agreed, all being in
favour.
All members really appreciated the grand gift to the
Branch, by Brigadier E. Foster Hall, M.C., of the badge
for the carrying sling, for our Standard. Having worn it
over some thirty years, I am sure the Branch will treasure
this badge always. A vote of thanks was asked to be
recorded; also a great cheer went up when the meeting
was told that the Brigadier would like to be admitted to
the membership of the London Branch. From all mem
bers, Sir, a welcome awaits you at all times at Tufton
Street.
Having finished the business of the evening and the
Ashford Branch having arrived, we asked the ladies up,
and soon we were getting ready for a great evening; it
certainly was a success. Having a pianist amongst us
made all the differehce. Bert Perry started the singing;
all about an elephant, too, followed by that great Ashford
tenor, the King of the Winkle Stall, a couple of songs from
Mr. Ricketts properly set the ball rolling. Then came Joe
Goss with his old pal, getting us all in a real dancing mood.
Whilst this entertainment was rising to a crescendo,
two great dart teams were battling down in the bar, for
the winning game, and the news reached us that Ashford
had won the match but had lost the gallon of beer, so we
all wish Ashford the best of luck in their future rounds,
and thank them for a grand game.
So back to the entertainment. The evening was really
in full swing; even old Joe Goss's daughter "doing a
dive" under the table. "Looking round, I noticed every
body laughing and really making a night of it. Mr.
Ricketts and his wife, Mrs. Odell all going great guns;
Jock Clayton doing "knees up" with Mr. Odell; Billy
Hudd, Mr. and Mrs. Cotton, Mr. Cobb, Mr. Lewes and
family, Watts and Co.
A grand time came to an end. What a fine thing this
visiting of Branches can be.
So now, many thanks to Ashford for the grand game
and for the entertainment, on which note let us all say
"hope to see a lot more of each other in the future
months". Let us also say how glad we were to see Mr.
Johnson from Ramsgate Branch looking fit and well.
Thank you for looking in, Sir.

H.J.S.

On Saturday, December 4th, 1954, at the Prince Alfred
Restaurant, Tufton Street, members of the Ladies'
Guild, and their husbands, attended the second]Christmas
Supper. It was an excellent meal, beautifully served, and
much enjoyed by everyone.
During the meal, members and guests wer; provided
with a drink out of the Ladies' Guild funds.
The Chairman proposed the toast of the La iies' Guild
and the Regiment.
After supper, a most enjoyable entertainment was
provided by Mr. W. Ricketts and two of his jfriends.
Our grateful thanks to Mrs. Kebbell for giving the
beautifully dressed baby doll for a raffle, also to Mrs.
Hawkins and Mrs. Baxter for their raffles, and a member.
These realised over £7. Many thanks, ladies. |Our thanks
also to everyone, including Mrs. Mexum and her staff,
and Mr. Ricketts and his friends for their efforts in making
such a successful evening.
'j
Before closing, we would like to wish all members of
the Ladies' Guild and the 1st Battalion besi wishes for
Christmas.
M.J.D.

Medway Branch
May I, on behalf of this Branch, wish all jnembers of
the Association a Happy Christmas and a Prosperous
New Year.
As indicated in our last month's notes, our meeting in
November was held on the 20th, and what a happy meeting
it was, too. Old Buffs, living locally, who do not attend
our meetings, do not realise what a pleasure they are
missing. A few, there were, who could notl be with us
and our sympathy goes to all those who were kept away
by ill health. Mr. W. E. Hutchings, we aresorry to report,
slipped down some stairs and sustained, we [are pleased
to relate, nothing worse than some bruised ribs. Bad luck,
Bill, we hope to see you fit and smiling at thte Christmas
Party.
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Mr. Hepworth (our President) and Mr. (Pop) Street
(our VicePresident) were again unable to be with us.
The former celebrated his eightyfourth birthday this
month and so we drank a toast to his health wishing him
and Mrs. Hepworth many more happy birthdays to come.
Mr. (Drums) Taylor, we are happy to report, is out of
hospital. He is reported to have stated that he enjoyed
his stay there and can recommend the kind attention
given to all patients. He did, however, object to one
small article in current use.
Our representative party on the Armistice Sunday
Parade was small but select. Following the service our
Chairman, Mr. F. Cox, who commanded our detachment,
accepted an invitation to take wine with His Worship the
Mayor of Chatham, an honour much appreciated by the
Branch.
Just in case Major E. F. H. Watts, Hon. Secretary of
the Garrison Church Appeal Fund, thinks that Medway
Branch is not interested in giving help it is best that these
notes include this item. When the appeal was first launched
it was decided by the Branch that a proportion of the
monthly collection should be allocated for that specific
purpose—the same to be forwarded at the end of the
allotted time. A circular letter was sent to all members
of the Branch asking for donations—the response to this
letter lufs not been heavy but as the old adage has it,
little fishes are sweet. And so at some early date in the
New Year our Treasurer, Mr. King Holt, will put the
whole account in order and a cheque will be forwarded
to Canterbury.
Arrangements have now been completed for our
Christmas party to take place at Southill Barracks,
Chatham, on Saturday, 29th January. It is always
difficult agreeing such dates with the organisers, accom
modation, etc., but if anybody can get over these diffi
culties our Hon. Secretary, Mr. Brand, is the chap to do
it. We alllook forward to another jolly time. A substantial
sum of money has been voted from the Branch funds for
the purpose.
Will all those interested please take note of the following
announcement. There will not be a meeting of the Branch
in December other than that mentioned below. The
Branch has unanimously decided that as from and in
cluding January, 1955, it will meet on the THIRD SATURDAY
of each month instead of, as heretofore, on the last
Saturday.
Pausing to gain inspiration, as one does when writing
such notes as these, I happened to glance out of the
window and there saw the leaves falling from the trees
and, on reaching the ground, hopping and dancing along
as if they were happy to meet their doom. I was reminded
of Barnaby Rudge, who once sat in contemplation in a
similar way. What a character Dickens created in him—
wiser in many ways than the alleged sane persons.
We entertain Margate Darts Team and its supporters
on Saturday, 11th December. Our fellows are sharpening
the points of their darts and getting in a deal of practice.
You should see the bitter disappointment on their faces
when they just miss three treble tops—they will settle
down when it comes to the match though. The match!
Come to think of it, it will be over and finished with by
the time these notes are in print, and so I will conclude
this paragraph by saying to the winner, "Congratulations,
and the best of luck in the next round".
Incidentally, this Branch has decided not to oppose
the presentation of medals to the finalists in the Darts
Competition, feeling that it would prefer to travel with
the majority rather than create friction. It is still the
opinion of the Branch, however, that if a presentation is
to be made at all, it should be in the form of a replica
of the cup. That is, a presentation to the winning Branch
rather than one made to the successful individuals.
 HE)nee again, the Season's Greetings to you all.

Sittingbourne Branch
MINUTES of the 230th Meeting of the Past and Present

Association of The Buffs held at the Drill Hall, East Street,
Sittingbourne, on Friday, November 5th, 1954. Colonel
D. J. Dean, v.c., T.D., J.P., was in the Chair, supported
by Councillor Mount. About 16 members were present.
Before the meeting commenced, Colonel Dean said that
unfortunately we had very recently lost one of our oldest
members by the death of Mr. Fred Streetfield. He was a
veteran of the Boer War, a very fine old Buff, and would
be sadly missed. He asked all present to stand for a few
minutes to his memory.
A message was received from Colonel Wills expressing
his regret at not being able to be present that evening.
Minutes of the last meeting were read and signed by
the Chairman as a true record.
ARISING.—Mr. Mount said that he considered the
question of Standard Bearer should be settled once and
for all, particularly as no names for nomination had been
put on the list since our last meeting, and to go on from
month to month was most unsatisfactory. Mr. Warner
suggested a permanent Bearer be appointed, and Mr.
Russell said this was usual. The Chairman said it was
entirely up to the members to decide; but, in his opinion,
there were certain disadvantages in having a permanent
Bearer, and he suggested one be appointed for one year.
This was unanimously agreed to.
Bill Sinclair was proposed by Mr. Nairne to be Standard
Bearer for one year. This was seconded by Mr. Warner.
Carried unanimously.
A discussion followed as to whether we should appoint
two escorts for the Standard, these to act as Deputy
Standard Bearers should Mr. Sinclair be unable to carry it.
The outcome was that Mr. Dunk and Mr. Jackson were
unanimously appointed to fill these posts. It was
suggested that Bill Sinclair may not be able to carry the
Standard if the Home Guard were on parade at the same
time as he was a member of this. Bill immediately said,
"I should give up the Home Guard for that day". This
remark pleased us all.
CORRESPONDENCE.—A letter was read from Colonel
Argles stating that the 1st Battalion was likely to arrive
at Dover about the 22nd December and that it would
be nice if Branches would send representatives to meet
them with their Standards. It was put to the meeting to
see if there was anyone wishing to go, and on a show of
hands at least nine members said they would like to;
some, no matter what time during the day they arrived.
The Assistant Secretary was asked to place a notice on the
board for members wishing to go to Dover to add their
names.
We have been informed that we are drawn against the
Weald Branch in an away match in the Darts Competition
195455, to be played by December 18th. The Assistant
Secretary was asked to write to Weald Branch for a choice
of three dates.
DEDICATION OF STANDARD.—Colonel Dean said that he
had not been able to arrange for a Band for this ceremony
owing to the fact that the 1st Battalion were not home
and the second choice he had thought of, the Coips of
Drums of the 4/5th Buffs, would not be sufficiently
trained by January to take part. He suggested that we
postpone the dedication until some time in February.
Mr. Ravensdale proposed that the dedication be put off
till February; Mr. Coward seconded* and this was
carried. Many members said that The Buffs Cadet Band
at Canterbury was a good Band and in case we could not
get the 1st Battalion or 4/5th Buffs Band, we should try
to obtain this one. This was agreed to by all members.
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THE DRAGON
CHILDREN'S PARTY.—Mr. Nairne being unable to be
present that evening, sent a letter proposing that the
children of The Green Porch be invited to the party.
After some discussion regarding finances, etc., it was
proposed by Mr: Wigg and seconded by Mr. Simmonds
that they be invited. This was carried unanimously.
The Assistant Secretary was asked to send an official
invitation and to inform Gamages of the extra presents
to be provided.
Mr. Croucher mentioned that at the Committee Meeting
it was suggested that a charge of 1/ per adult be made
for anyone attending the Children's Party after tea, from
6.30 p.m. onwards. For this sum they would be entitled
to a cup of tea, sausage roll, sandwich and to enjoy the
entertainment and any dancing that would most likely
follow up to about 11 p.m. This money would be handed
to the Ladies' Guild to help cover the cost of the children's
tea and refreshments during the evening. Every member
thought this an excellent idea. The Assistant Secretary
said he would type the necessary tickets. This would
save the expense of having them printed. To help the
funds of the Past and Present to run the party, it was
agreed to have raffles during the evening. Mr. Jackson
very kindly offered to give a cake as he had done recently.
This raised the sum of £3. The Chairman said this was a
very nice gesture and thanked him for the previous cake.
Mr. Wigg and Mr. Croucher also said they would give
other prizes for a raffle.
BOOBY was then drawn. It was given this month by Bob
Russell and won by Colonel Dean, raising the sum of 10/6.
There being no other business, the meeting closed at
approximately 9.15 p.m.

Parcel presented by our ViceChairman was i[affled and
a sum of 14/6 was realized for Branch Funds.
About a dozen names were taken to represent Dover
Branch, Past and Present, on Armistice Sunday, November
7th.
T.H.H.

Ladies Guild
A meeting of the Guild was held on Thursdajy, Decem
ber 1st, at the Hall, Belgrave Road, sixteen members
being present. Owing to bad weather, somie couldn't
attend.
Letters were read, which were received fjrom Mrs.
Boucher and also Mrs. Crookenden, regretting being
unable to attend.
We held our Christmas tea party today, and a grand time
was had by all.
Mrs. Collins made a lovely cake, and iced it in The Buffs
colours. We had various games and a beetle drive. Prizes
were given by members, as also were the raffle prizes.
All members took part in providing the lively food,
etc., for the party. Mrs. Clark provided the jflowers for
table decorations. Like all good things, they come to
an end, so at 6 o'clock we all voted we had had a real
grand party, and wished one and all a really h£ ppy Christ
mas and send best wishes to all members o The Buffs
Ladies' Guild everywhere, then finally we wei t our ways
home.

Dover Branch
Monthly meeting held on Thursday, 4th November,
1954, at the Eagle Hotel. Chairman (Captain Marsh)
opened the meeting at 8 p.m.
Minutes were read by Secretary (Charlie Collins) and
accepted.
CORRESPONDENCE.—Letter re our member in Hospital
(Marsh) from London Branch—many thanks for your
trouble. Letters from General Secretary re Darts Draw;
Town Clerk, Dover, re Armistice Sunday arrangements;
Ashford Branch re Dover Member (Clarabutt) by (Mills)
Ashford Branch Secretary. Many thanks.
Secretary was instructed to write to Hythe Branch re
date for Darts, 1st Round.
Box Collection, 7/2, for Branch funds.
Meeting closed at 8.30 p.m.
The Annual Meeting then followed. Opening remarks
from the Chairman.
Minutes read by Secretary and confirmed with vote of
thanks. Treasurer's report was next distributed and it
was agreed by all that it was an excellent report. A very
hearty vote of thanks was passed to him.
The Election of Officers for 1955: President: Lieut.
Col. J. Crookenden, D.S.O. All VicePresidents were
elected en bloc with the addition of Captain Moore (now
living in Brighton). Chairman: Captain Marsh
(Knockers). ViceChairman: Tom Noakes. Secretary:
Charlie Collins. Treasurer: Harry Saunders. Assistant
Secretary: Tommy Holloway—also Standard Bearer.
Committee: Arthur Banks, Darkie Ross, Sydney Blundell,
Cocker Loram, Woo Martin, Tommy Holloway. Repre
sentative on British Legion Committee: Tommy Hopper.
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JOIN
THE PAST
AND PRESEN
ASSOCIATION
THE BUFFS

THE

DRAGON

If YOU have a friend who served in The Buffs and who
is not a Member of the Past and Present Association, please
enlist him without delay and make him a subscriber 10 "The
Dragon' 1 .

Regimental Ties 11/6 each and Motor Car Badges £1 7s. 6d.
each may be obtained from :—

The Secretary
Past and Present Association The Buffs
Depot The Buffs
Canterbury

We ask for Your Support and that of your Friends.

HHS
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OUR

Regimental Histories oi The Hulls

CAMBRIDGE CIRCUS
LONDON W.C.2

REPRESENTATIVES VISIT ALL DEPOTS

Hiorns & Miller

The following Histories may be obtained from the Administration
Officer, Depot The Buffs, New Infantry Barracks, Canterbury

HISTORICAL RECORDS OF THE BUFFS
1572—1704
by H. R. KNIGHT
Out of print. Second hand copies available from time to time

Renowned throughout the world
for QUALITY
REGIMENTAL CHRISTMAS CARDS
INVITATION CARDS
CRESTED STATIONERY

1704—1814 a n d 1814—1914
by C. R. B. KNIGHT
In Two Parts  £1 Is. 3d. Post free

ACCOUNT BOOKS
PRINTING OF
A N Y DESCRIPTION

1919—1948
by C. R. B. KNIGHT
£1 5s. Post free

OFFICE EQUIPMENT

Brochures and Catalogue on application
Estimates and samples sent on request

A SHORT HISTORY OF THE BUFFS
by E. FOSTER HALL
Revised edition  2/6 Post free

HIORNS & MILLER LTD

"DRUMS AND DRUMMERS"
by G. R. HOWE
Price 2/2 Post free

MARLBOROUGH

STREET

DEVONPORT

Telephone: Devon port
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WARRENS (Canterbury) Ltd.,
14/16 Sun Street, CANTERBURY
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Beaneys —

Join the British Legion

THE BUTCHERS FOR THE
GARRISON SINCE 1921
(EXBUFF)

The Legion cooperates with your regi
mental association and speaks for all
exservice men and women

'll find us

You

—

in Military Road

23 bus passes the door

—

F. R. Beaney

BRITISH LEGION, 49 PALL MALL, S.W.I

22a MILITARY ROAD, CANTERBURY

TELEPHONE 2827
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CIVIL and MILITARY TAILORS AND OUTFITTERS
97 NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W.l
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"FOR THE FINEST IN SERVICE AND CIVILIAN WEAR"
SPECIAL EXPORT FACILITIES
Our Representatives will wait upon you where and when you so desire, and at our
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Appointed Tailors to over fifty

CATTERICK

Regiments and Corps
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