MARCH, 1945

THE CUEEN'S CWN
GAZETTE

50th

97th

(The Queen's Own)

(Earl of Ulster's)

>

THE

QUEEN'S

OWN

ROYAL

WEST

KENT

REGIMENT

Allied Regiments of the D o m i n i o n s :
The Carleton & York Regiment, Woodstock, N.B. Canada
The Kent Regiment, Chatham. Ontario, Canada
The Canterbury Regiment. Christchurch, New Zealand

SIGNIFICANCE ol tk SALVER
The very word " salver " has a significant derivation. It has
nothing to do with salving but comes from the Spanish salva
which may be translated "to test or assay". That which was
served having been tested, found free of poison and therefore
worthy of the honoured guest's consumption was " presented
on a salver".
A few pieces of well kept silver make a living place a home and
put warmth into the welcome we extend to our friends.

Not

only may the owner indulge a justifiable pride in possession
but to serve our guests from silver—tea services, dishes and
salvers—is a timehonoured method of paying compliments.
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THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT. (50)
HOME COUNTIES AREA.

"Quo Fas est Gloria Ducunt."
BATTLE HONOURS BORNE ON THE REGIMENTAL COLOUR
The Sphinx, superscribed "Egypt"
"Vimiera," "Corunna." "Almaraz." "Vittoria," "Pyrenees,"
"Nlve," "Orthes," "Peninsula," "Funniar," "Moodkee/
"Ferozeehah," "Aliwal," "Sobraon," "Alma," "Inkerman," "Sevastopol," "Lucknow," "New Zealand," "Egypt, 1882,'
"Nile, 188485," "South Africa, 180002," "Afghanistan, 1919."
BATTLE HONOURS BORNE ON THE KING'S COLOUR:
Mons," "Ypres, 1914, *15, *17, '18," "Hill 60," "Somme, 1916, *18," "Vimy. 1917," "Italy, 1917, *18," "Gallipoli, 1915.'
"Gaza," "Defence of Kut A1 Amara," "Sharqat."
THE GREAT WAR BATTLE HONOURS—18 BATTALIONS:
"Mons," "Le Cateau," "Retreat from Mons," "Marne, 1914," "Alsne, 1914," "La Bass6e, 1914," "Messlnes, 1914, '17,'
"Ypres, 1914. '15, '17, '18," "Hill 60," "Gravenstafel," "St. Jullen," "Frezenberg," "Loos," "Somme, 1916,: '18,'
"Albert, 1916, '18," "Bazentin," "Delville Wood," "Pozleres," "Guillemont," "PlersCourcelette," "Morval," "Thiepval,'
"Le Transloy," "Ancre Heights," "Ancre, 1916, '18/' "Arras, 1917, '18," "Vimy, 1917," "Scarpe; 1917," "Oppj.1
"Pilckein," "Langemarck, 1917," "Menln Road," "Polygon Wood," "Broodseinde," "Passchendaele," "Oambrai, 1917, '18,'
"St. Quentin," "Rosieres," "Avre," "VUlers Bretonneux," "Lys," "Hazebrouck," "Kemmel," "Amiens," "Bapaume, 1918,
"Hindenburg
Line,"
"Ep6hy,"
"Canal
du
Nord," "St. Quentin Canal," "Courtrai," "Selle," "Sambre,'
"France and Flanders, i91418," "Italy, 1917, '18," "Suvla," "Landing at Suvla," "Scimitar Hill," "Gallipoli, 1915/
"Rumanl." "Egypt, 191516," "Gaza," "El Mughar," "Jerusalem," "Jericho," "Tell 'Asur," "Palestine, 1917, '18/
"Defence of Kut A1 Amara," "Sharqat," Mesopotamia, 191518."
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ASSOCIATION
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PRESIDENT:
GENERAL SIR CHARLES BONHAMCARTER, G.C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O.
Colonel of the Regiment.
CHAIRMAN:
COLONEL H. D. BUCHANANDUNLOP, C.M.G,, D.S.O.
HON. SECRETARY & TREASURER:
MAJOR S. E. BROOKS,
Officer Commanding, Regimental Depot Party, The Queen's Own R.W.K. Regt., The Barracks, Maidstone.
COMMITTEE:
Branch Representatives:
Tonbrldge—Mr. W. Pollard, 20, Windmill Street, Tunbridge
Bromley—Mr. S. G. Lewis, 89, College Road, Bromley, Kent.
Wells, Kent.
Chatham—Mr. J. E. Wright, Prince Alfred, Fair Row, High
Street, Chatham.
Dartford—Mr. W. W. Couchman, 11, Roseberry Gardens,
Shepherds Lane, Dartford, Kent.
Battalion Representatives, including Affiliated Battalions.
Gravesend—Mr. G. H. Rich, 31a, Southhlll House, Southhill
Mr. L. Pyrke, 121, High Street, Bromley, Kent.
Road, Chatham.
Mr. R. B..L. Hill, M.C., 32, Garden Road, Bromley.
London—Mr. W. Snell, 3, Malta Road, Leyton, E.10.
Mr. A. E. Scrase, 12, Falcon Street, E.C.I.
Maidstone—Captain A. C. L. Thomas, Quarry Farm, East
Mr. Stanford, 10, Bramble Close, Maidstone, Kent.
Farleigh, Maidstone, Kent.
~
Mr. L. W. Dawson, 6, Bramley Way, West Wickham, Kent.
ShornclifFe—Mr. J. Hayley, M.C., D.C.M., 49, Surrenden
Mr. G. D. Draycott, 70, Belllngham Road, Oatford, S.E.6.
Road, Folkestone.
Additional Member:
Mr. M. R. Audsley, 54, Spur Road, Orpington, Kent,

,

Membership is open to all who are serving or who have served in The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment. Subscriptions
are: Life Membership: Officers £2/10/0; Other Ranks 10/; or an Annual Subscription of: Officers 5/; Other Ranks 2/>
The object of the Association is to foster esprit de corps, to help members keep in touch with one another, and to assist
those in distress. The Association is affiliated to the British Legion
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Social and Personal

The Post Bag

In January we received the sad news from his wife, that
Lieut.Colonel T. H. Clayton Nunn died last September. We
offer our condolences to Mrs. A. Clayton Nunn in her grievous
loss.
At the beginning of March we had a pleasant letter from
a regimental pensioner of 31 years' standing, ColourSergt. G.
Rigglesford, of the 1st Battalion. In his own words he feels
he ia getting a little too old in the tooth now, but he still
carries on his employment in Government service at the
Ministry of Labour, but looks forward to the end of hostilities
when he will decide to retire from work. He sends his heartiest
wishes to all ranks of The Queen's Own and a speedy return
home from the various fronts. We reciprocate G. Rigglesford's
compliments and wish him well for a pleasant retirement and
a ripe old age
We regret to learn of the death of Colonel H. I. Robinson,
T.D., Honorary Colonel of a T.A. Battalion of the Regiment.
Colonel Robinson was buried with military honours on March
16th.
We are all sorry to hear of the death of R. H. (Pat)
Molony.
Popular alike with Officers and Other Ranks, his
passing is a great loss to the Regiment.
During the quarter we have received news of W. V. Palmer,
J. M. Haycraft, S. F. Saville, W. P. Oliver. D. E. B. Talbot.
L. F. W. Jackson, II. G. Jennings Bramley, G. G. Elliott, H. J. S.
Brooke, A. R. Fyler, P. E. Crooke, D. B. Rooke. R. K. Dowse.
B. C. Chandler. D. J. Mannering, and R. C. E. Mines. All wish
to he remembered to all inquiring friends.
An old member of The Queen's Own passed away on March
13th—Sergt.Major Charles Guess. He enlisted at Maidstone
on 2nd May, 1881, and retired on 1st August. 1911, serving
30 years and 90 days. During the last war from 1914 to 1917
he was employed at the War Office. Older Old Comrades will
join us. we are sure, in our condolences to his daughter, who
informed us of the news of his death, also to all remaining
members of the family.
An unusual request came to us from a serving member
of the R.E.M.E., Cfn. R. McKay. Once of The Queen's Own
Royal West Kent Regiment, he naturally formed many friend
ships. and since leaving our ranks and taking up with the
R.E.M.E. he has lost touch. In particular he wishes to contact
Pte. S. Dodson, who was batman to Captain Jackson in 1939.
If this should meet the eye of Pte. Dodson or an acquaintance
who knows of the whereabouts of him, would he please write
to Cfn. McKay, at 35, Lower Pleasance. Dundee. Jock McKay
sends his kindest regards to all old friends of the battalion
who were at "Trim," Karachi, and Sliorncliffe.

A suggestion was recently made that many old friends of
the Regiment, having lost touch, would be glad if addresses
could be published in The Queen's Own Gazette. These addresses
cannot be published without pexmission. The Editor would
therefore be glad if friends when writing would give permission
for addresses to be inserted in the regimental journal.
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FUNERAL OF COLONEL ROBINSON, T.D.
The military funeral of Colonel Humphrey Ingram Robin
son. T.D.. late of The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment,
who died on March 12th, at Oxted Hospital, took place at
Crockham Hill. Edenbridge, Kent, on Friday. March 16th.
The Regimental Band, firing party, Officers, Warrant
Officers. Sergeants and Old Comrades slowmarched at the head
of the cortege to the church, where a well attended congrega
tion waited for the service.
Volleys from the firing party were fired
over the grave at
the committal and buglers sounded "Last Post" and "Reveille."
Wreaths were sent by Officers of the Regiment, Warrant
Officers and Sergeants, and Other Ranks.

The following addresses have been received:
Lady Alderson, c./o Lloyds Bank, 16. St. James's Street, S.W.
Mrs. Hugh Fitton, Island. Petersfield, Hants.
Brigadier and Mrs. N. I. Whitty, Greenhill House, Uckfield,
Sussex.
Cfn. R. (Jock) McKay, 36, Lower Pleasance, Dundee.
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MARRIED IN ROME
MAJOR A. H. MISKIN, M.C.. R.W. KENT REGIMENT,
AND MISS M. M. MEAKIN, Q.A.I.M.N.S. (R.).
The marriage of Major A. H. Miskin, M.C., The Queen's
Own Royal West Kent Regiment, and Miss M. M. Meakin,
Queen Alexandras Tmperial Militarv Nursing Service Reserve,
took place at All Saints' Church of England, Rome, on Friday,
February 2nd.
The bride was given awav by Lieut.Colonel J. Taylor, M.C.,
Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders, and the best man was
Captain R. Newton. Reconnaissance Corps. The Rev. T. D.
Jenkins, C.F., assisted by the Rev. V. G. Niekells, C.F., officiated.
A reception was held afterwards at the Palazzo Massimo
Colonna.
Among those who attended the ceremony were Lieut.
Colonel J. M. Scott, Commandant, The Mountain School:
Lieut.Colonel G White. The Princess Colonna, Lieut. Prince
Francesco Colonna, Prince Ducas Lascaris.
Miss Mcintosh, Miss Pasmore. Mrs. W. B. Currie, Major
John Ryder. Miss P. Firth, Miss E. Thompson. Miss J. Baker
Baker, Major Franklin, Major W. A. F. Crosse. Major S. R. C.
Walmsley, Major Tuttle, Captain Bolt.
Major W. Ironside, Major J. B. Joyce, Major MeadeKing,
Major T. A. H. Peacocke, Captain Link. Lieut. Burton. Lieut.
W. C. Gale. Captain P. M. Aitchison, Lieut. J. Clement, Miss
B Wiggins, Miss M. E. Innes, Miss M. E. Vigors, Lieut. A.
Stewart.
Captain J. A. Maling, M.C., Lieut. G. Markovic. Major Ian
Ogilvie. Miss Ann Vernon. Major W. E. Suter. Captain R. C. F.
Eden, Miss Mary McSwiney, Major J. English, Miss R. O.
Sullivan.
Miss F. E. Harvev, Miss V. J. Davis, Miss A. Jackson. Miss
Woods, Miss E. Bates". Miss M. Clark. Captain Walker, Captain
G. H. Green, Major H. Wilks, Lieut. Landman.
Captain Matthew, R.S.M. G. Mason. Sgt. R. C. Richmond.
T/Sgt. Corbett, T/Sgt. Duke, Sgt. F. Povey. Sgt. L. Kendall,
Cpl. J. Ludlow, Pte. J. Jarvis.—"Kent Messenger."
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"INCOME TAX FOR

H.M. FORCES AND DEMOBILISED
PERSONNEL"

4
OUR

CONTEMPORARIES.

The Editor acknowledges
contemporaries:—

with

thanks

The Royal Army Ordnance Corps Gazette.
St. George's Gazette.
The Green Howards Gazette.
The Dragon.
The Kent Messenger.
British Legion Journal.
The Tank.
The Royal Army Service Corps,
The Sapper.
The Snapper.
The Globe and Laurel,

the

following

The 194445 edition of "Income Tax for H.M. Forces and
Demobilised Personnel," by Captain G. B. Burr, a Fellow of
the Institute of Taxation, who formerly served with the
Lincolnshire Regiment and the R.A.F., is now on sale at the
price of 2s.
This book deals fully with the problems of the Forces In
relation to Income Tax. and a chapter appears in this edition
clarifying points which arise on demobilisation.
Practical examples are freely used throughout and full
explanations are given of technical terms.
Detailed assessable and nonassessable incomes will be
specially appreciated by all services.
The publishers are Jordan and Sons, Ltd., of 116, Chancery
Lane, London, W.C.2, who will supply collective orders or single
copies.

«
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Honours and Awards
in Recognition of Gallant and Distinguished Services in Italy.
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE ORDER
Major (Temporary Lieut.Colonel) H. P. Braithwaite.
MILITARY CROSS
Lieut. H.W. p. White.
Lieut. T. C. Archdeacon.
DISTINGUISHED CONDUCT MEDAL
14531142 Sergt. (Acting) G. A. Austin.
MILITARY MEDAL
Sergt.H. P. Sisley.
Sergt. A. L. Villette. 
Gorpl. (ASergt.) A. R. England.
Corpl. (ASergt.) W. E. Healing.
L.Sergt. A. J. R. Lambourne.
L.Sergt. A. O'Flynn.
Corpl. H. W. Dickenson.
Pte. (ACorpl.) G. Haigh.
L.Corpl. E. A. Mitchell.
Pte. W. J. Cockle.
Pte. W. P. Cull.
Sergt. (ACtS.M.) A. W. Webb.
6406991 L.Sergt. W. A. Shepherd.
5621375 L.Cpl. P. Lovering.
14507593 Pte. W. A. Goffee.
In Recognition of Gallant and Distinguished Services in Burma
and on the Eastern Frontier of India.
MILITARY CROSS
Lieut. (Temporary Capt.) D. F. Easten.
ORDER BRITISH EMPIRE
Capt. (Temporary Major) K. C. Christopher.
In Recognition of Gallant and1 Distinguished Services in N.W.
Europe.
MILITARY CROSS
Lieut. (Temporary Captain) E. L. Mills.


—
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NEW YEAR HONOURS
ORDER BRITISH feMPIRE
Additional Officer of the Military Division
Brigadier W. P. Oliver.
Additional Members of the Military Division
Major (Quartermaster) C. W. Craddock, T.D.
Major H. B. James.
BRITISH EMPIRE MEDAL (MilitaryDivision)
Sergt. T. E. Harris.
Sergt. H. J. Shaw.
MENTIONED IN DESPATCHES
Capt. (Temporary Major) J. Mc C. Wollaston (92579).
Capt. (Temporary Major) M: H. Wonnall (71746).
Capt. (Quartermaster) R. C. E. Mines, MILE. (77372).
Capt. J. R. Nixon (93254).
Lieut. (Temporary Capt.) B. J. Goodenough (189455).
Lt. (Temporary Capt.) D. O. Henley (149034).
Lieut. B. O. Buckingham (117895) (Killed in action).
.6339825 W.O. II. (R.Q.M.S.) H. D. Wilkins.
5730709 Sergt (Acting Colour Sergt.) G. E. Parker.
"6353626 Sergt. C. V. Cottenham.
6097574 Sergt. N. Gore.
6343821 Sergt: J. H. Kenny. 
6351785 Sergt. H. Smith.
5727360 Corpl. (Acting Sergt.) A. G. Neal.
6340740 Corpl. A.'R. England.
6022389 Corpl. F. W. West.
6347852 Pte. J. Chaplin.
3254309 Pte. J. Munro.
6353149 Pte. R. C. Wainwright.

EXTRACTS

FROM THE
GAZETTE .

LONDON

The King has been graciously pleased to give orders for
the following promotions in, and appointments to, the Most
Excellent Order of the British Empire:—
To be Additional Officer of the Military Division of the
said Most Excellent Order:—
LieutenantColonel (temporary Brigadier) William Pasfleld
Oliver (18260) The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
To be Additional Members of the Military Division of the
said Most Excellent Order:—
Major (Quartermaster) Charles William Craddock, T.D.
(23761) The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, Terri
torial Army.
Captain (temporary Major) Horace Benjamin. James
(146973) The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
The King has been graciously pleased to approve the award
of the British Empire Medal (Military Division) to the under
mentioned:—
No. 5878721 Sergeant Thomas Ernest Harris, The Queen's
Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
No. 6456452 Sergeant Henry John Shaw, The Queen's Own
Royal West Kent Regiment.
(Supplement to The London Gazette, January 1st, 1945).
The undermentioned War Subs. Lts. to be War Subs. Lts.,
retaining their present seniority:—
From RA.., 14th November, 1944:—
K. G. De Turberville (292362).
W. Ramsbottom (296599).
From R.A.S.C., 2nd January, 1945:—
A. S. Davies (299125).
(Supplement to The .London Gazette, January 2nd, 1945).
Lt. (War Subs. Capt,) P. H. Austin (71184) to be Capt.,
28th January, 1945.
Lt. J. D. B. Bailey (71878) to be Capt., 28th January, 1945.
(Supplement to The London Gazette, January 30th, 1945).
Mentioned in Despatches
Capt. (temporary Major) J. Mc C. WoH®ston (92579).
Capt. (temporary Major) M. H. Wonnall (71746).
Capt. (Quartermaster) R. 0. E. Mines, M.B.E. (77372).
Capt. J. R. Nixon (93254).
Lieut, (temporary Capt.) B. J. Goodenough (189455).
Lieut, (temporary Capt.) D. O. Henley (149034).
Lieut. B. O. Buckingham (117895) (Killed in action).
6339825 W.O. H. (R.Q.M.S.) H. D. Wilkins.
5730709 Sergt. (acting Colour Sergt.) G. E. Parker. _
6353626 Sergt C. V. Cottenham.
6097574 Sergt. N. Gore.
6343821 Sergt. J. H. Kenny.
6351785 Sergt. H. Smith.
.5727360 Corpl. (acting Sergt.) A. G. NeaL
6340740 Corpl. A. R. England.
6022389 Corpl. F. W. West.
6347852 Pte. J. Chaplin.
3254309 Pte. J. Munro.
6353149 Pte. R. C. Wainwright.
(Supplement to The London Gazette, February 1st, 1945).
The undermentioned Captains to be Majors, 2nd Feb., 1945:
H. E. Scott (39489).
(War Subs. Major) C. A. de B. Brounlle, M.C. (39415) to be
Major, 2nd February, 1945.
(Supplement to The London Gazette, February 2nd, 1945).
Colonel G. E. WingfieldStratford, C.B.E., M.C. (3572) Ret. Pay
(Res. of Officers) reverts to ret. pay 12th February, 1945.
(Supplement to The London Gazette, February 13th, 1945).
Mentioned in Recognition of Gallant. and Distinguished
Services in the Field:—
Major (temporary) D. G. H. Stapleton (156658).
(Supplement to The London Gazette, February 22nd, 1945).
In Recognition of Gallant and Distinguished Services in
N.W. Europe:—
The Military Cross
Lieut, (temporary Capt.) Edward Leslie Mills (242920) The
Queen's Own Royal West. Kent Regiment, attached
The King's Shropshirei Light Infantry.
(Supplement to The London Gazette, March 1st, 1945).
Memoranda:—
Major G. Ingham (15905) from R.W.K. to be Lieut.Colonel on
the empld. list, 1st January, 1945.
(Second Supplement to The London Gazette, March 2nd, 1945).

/
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IDEALISM IN REGIMENTAL ASSOCIATIONS
By MAJOR S. E. BROOKS.
IDEALS.
After the war there will be an avalanche of popular
idealism because, if based on an emotional source, it will be
the plaything of propaganda
The ideal of Regimental Associations is undoubtedly based
on "EspritdeCorps" —that pride in achievement of work well
done by a Regiment as a whole, and the companionship so
formed.
Propaganda is already saying "Youth must rule," but
Propaganda can kill Idealism.
Youth can and does fight
superbly and bears pain with a grin, but the hero on a battle
field may make a fool of himself in the council chamber, it
is the office of youth not to rule, but to prepare itself to rule,
and the first step is to see that its ideals are right.
EspritdeCorps is right, for it is based on that discipline
of good companionship formed under the trying condition of
emergencies of war, where each works for the general good
and is proud to do so.
If Regimental Associations are to succeed—those good
companions who have served or who are still serving are to
work for the good of their community, they must consider
what best can be done in the immediate postwar period and
keep attention on their object: "To foster EspritdeCorps, to
perpetuate the spirit of comradeship formed during the war,
and to assist those in distress."
With this ideal it is suggested we must—
(a) KNOW what is required." We must study the problem to
obtain knowledge.
(b) THINK, and tblnk hard, how to tackle the problems and
see what resources are available for our particular use.
Prejudice must be excluded. Parties are necessary, but
not partnership with those that really serve. Thinking
should not be fouled by "feelings."
(c) PRINCIPLES admit of exceptions, and knowledge of the
facts must be bur guide to proper applications of prin
ciples. Facts and consequences must count.
(d) COMPROMISE. There must be a willingness to adjust
oneself to others and to work in a spirit of cheerful
cooperation. If we cannot have the best, we shall help
most If we work for the second best rather than not
work at all.
(e) RESPONSIBILITY. Things held In common, being every
body's, are generally treated as nobody's. Those who
share in an association must accept an Individual respon
sibility both for failure and success. Responsibility should
not be evaded.
(/) ACHIEVEMENT. The path to hell is paved with good
intentions. The life of many is littered with unfinished
tasks. We must have the conviction that our cause is
worthy and have the tenacity to carry on with our task,
to vary our methods as necessary and to make our inten
tions effective. It is not the beginning, but the continu
ing that counts.
(g) CONTROVERSY. There will always be difference of
opinion. Some see what others are blind to. Therefore
do not let controversy breed anger. Argue, not for one's
own opinion, but that others may correct that opinion.
Do not fling ideas at one another. Avoid abuse, be
charitable and do not let controversy develop into quarrel
ling. Let us be careful to ascertain essential facts, be
clear headed, fair minded and sincere, respecting those
who differ from us.
(h) COURTESY. Being courteous, since ancient times, has
been the means of bringing happiness to many. Let there
be a refinement of conduct. Frankness can be brutal
and often spoils courtesy. Bigness of mind should give
us forgetfulness of self and consideration for others.
(?) EVILDOERS. There will always be "Wrong 'Uns." The
law should be that the victim of the "wrong 'un" should
first be compensated by the evildoer, and "wrong 'uns"
should not be set on their feet again—without making
restitution for their own acts. If evildoers are clever and
win because they have no scruples, then associations must
have a positive power to find the right action to prevent
a continuance of evil doing.
PROBLEMS.
If the ideal Association functions on the above lines what
is the problem to be faced? It is suggested—
"What may we attempt during and after demobilisation
for the good of the exServlce men?"
We know that most of the men were by the war taken
from their, home life of reasonable comfort—as youths—into
a life of hardship, killing, considerable discomfort and absence
of any refining influence. They will have gained an experience
far beyond their age and a comradeship formed in dangerous
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times which is perhaps the greatest comradeship that can ever
be known. They have of necessity been subjected toa rigid
discipline by which it was rarely possible for them to follow
tbeir own inclinations. What will be their reactions and what
can we do for them when they come back?
Youth—always intolerant—will think they have learned
all there is to know of life and will not easily.be advised.
It can be expected that men on release from the Force's
will want a complete break and rest from anything that is
like discipline, a holiday and freedom to do exactly, as they
choose. This may easily result in spending all their savings
and gratuities on having a good time and in their view giving
those they care for a good time. It may also result in the loss
of the will to work.
Unemployment and lack of funds will cause men to become
disgruntled and easy prey for agitators.
REMEDIES.
Regimental Associations could serve some useful purpose. '
These Associations are not well known to the wartime soldier
and it is doubtful if any organised attempt has been made to
bring them to notice.
Many of the men may not be interested until after their
return to civil life, when .memories of the comradeship of the
war will return. By this time they are probably out of touch.
Some means of bringing the objects of. Associations to them
should be made known. Possibly a leaflet could be issued to
each man giving him instructions as to how he can join or
take part in regimental affairs. It should be noted that many
men have served in more than one regiment, and it is for the
individual himself to say to which regiment he is most
attached. Most regiments try to give financial aid in cases of
distress, as also do the British Legion, Soldiers', Sailors' and
Airmen's Families Association, Soldiers' Help Society, and many
other temporary war charities. Some means should be found
to ensure that several societies should not all respond to
appeals without the knowledge of each other, and the possible
solution is that men be restricted to one Association only.
It should be possible for each Regimental Association to
cover its own regimental area by its own branches and for
men outside the area to be dealt with by one of the more
permanent societies mentioned above.
It Is possible, with the aid of a few "good companions,"to
organise a small branch in every hamlet, village and town.
Much the same is done by Corps Associations. A couple of
social evenings a month should be encouraged and would do
much to bring some enjoyment into what otherwise may
become a somewhat drab life. These branches are easily run
by an energetic chairman, secretary, and a committee of three.
ASSISTANCE.
Assistance is not always financial. Friendly advice is often
a great value in resettlement of men in civil life. It should,
however, be offered tactfully. Effort should be made to offe'r
advice without prejudice. Every principle admits of some
exceptions. It is for good companions to solve even the.
smallest problem in as courteous a manner as possible. There
must always be some compromise and a willingess to others'
point of view. If each person in a branch makes it an indi
vidual responsibility to make the work a success there will be
few failures, but the work must be continuous, and if one
method does not provide the correct answer other methods
should be tried.
"WRONG 'UNS."
There will always be some who will attempt to obtain
financial aid, and this class are without scruple and very
plausible in their appeals. It is for branches to find a method
of preventing this class from unfairly obtaining financial aid
without just cause. In these cases a first loan in place of .a
gift might be tried. An unpaid loan may prevent'unreasonable
second applications.
COORDINATION.
Branches should be under the direction of a general secre
tary who could collect opinions and represent them to the
Colonel of the Regiment, especially in cases where high military
or other authority is sought.
CONCLUSION.
Men coming back from the service will think they have
learned all there is to know of life. It is for the older people,
who have had to carry on, to advise the returning youngsters,
gradually and with a great deal of tact. Too many or too
quick results must not be expected.
It must be like taking a small child up a stairway. One
step at a time and carefully. When "confidence has been gained
and the top has been reached control can be given to the
youngsters—strengthened by the knowledge, experience and
clear thinking of Old Comrades. The Regimental motto will
then be safely followed: "Where honour and glory lead."
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THE ROLL OF HONOUR
KILLED.
W/Lieut. J. D. Thomas.
Ptes. J. Brown. T. Gale, T. Hall, P. Leonard, W. McD. Pat
tinson, L/Cpl. W. O. Warren, Pte. W. Boydell, W. W. Cooper,
W/Cpl. E. A. Gurling, Ptes. J. H. Hunt, W. Pateman. L/Cpl. E.
Unwin, Ptes. H. C. Woodley, R. Aldred, H. P. D. Charlton, L/Cpl
J. A. Green, Ptes. J. G. Haslam, P. E. Len, W/Cpl J. R. Rudling,
Ptes. S. Wattis, H. L. Bowen, E. C. Fryer, E. Matthews, W. R.
Nichols, W. C. Salter, S. G. Smith, R. A. Watts, F. White H. C.
Aldridge, W. R. Floyd, J. A. W. Gaunt, J. J. Newman, L/Sgt. H.
E. Quy, Ptes. A. V. Scales, R. N. Tee, Cpl. C. Wickers. Ptes. E.
Cook, T. Goggins, B. J. James, D. J. Konstandenou, B. C. Love
lock, F. Moore, E. Norton, R. T. Saunders, T. L. Varney.
DIED OF WOUNDS.
Ptes. H. G. R. Beer. B. A. Botten, T. W. S. Longhorn, P. F.
Ashby, R. J. Clayton, S. Hooson, G. Ward.
PREVIOUSLY REPORTED PRISONER OF WAR.
NOW REPORTED DIED AS PRISONER OF WAR.
Ptes. C. F. Crisp, J. S. McLean.
PREVIOUSLY REPORTED WOUNDED,
NOW REPORTED DIED OF WOUNDS.
Sgt. J. W. Mayle, Ptes. A. G. Miles, J. N. Simmons.
DIED.
Ptes. J. Moon, G. T. Reynolds, L/Sgt. H. J. Wagstaff, W/Sgt.
T. C. Jackson.
WOUNDED.
Sec. Lieuts. H. A. Beardwell, R. T. Foster, B. W. LeGrand,
J. B. Faulkner, D. J. Cooper, W/Lieut. G. D. Dinwiddy, T/Capt.
G. P. Stevens, T/Maj. J. Winstanley, M.C., Lieut. T. C.
Archdeacon.
Ptes. E. A. Bate, A. G. Gray, Sgt. S. H. Cook, L/Cpls. J. E.
Hyman, J. Niven, Ptes. D. J. Sears, V. Underhlll, E. H. Wood,
C. A. Bartrip, C. E. Betty, R. Fey, Cpl. C; F. Hughes, Ptes. J.
Murphy, A. P. Sandford, L/Cpl. W. Underdown, Ptes. E. Wilson,
H. T. Brewer, P. G. Ehrlick, W. F. T. Heath, T. P. McGee,
A/W.O. II. R. W. Price, Pies. F. Tomkins, A. J. West, R. G. Bess,
J. A. Downes, E. C. Hayward, C. L. Lund, G. W Pilcher, H.
Thirkell, Sgt. E. Weeks, Ptes. E. G. Bedding, E. C. Carder,
D. S. Gayton, R. E. Hunt, D. I. Osbourne, A. W. Wrightson, W.
Brennan, W. N. Foster, W. J. Jennings, E. Munnerley, F. E.
Ridler, Cpl. W. J. B. Vincent, Ptes. A. Bolton, C. W. G. Cottrell,
N. Jeatt, L. H. Mitchard, V. G. Rendell, R. J. Barham, E. W.
Clark, D. C. Harding, G. Llewellyn, J. O'Hara, K. E. Sampson, A
Bailey, A. Burgess, G. W. R. Greenfield, H. Levlson, J. Nagle,
R. Rowse, T. Goulding, R. E. J. Houghton, E. J. Jewiss, E. W.
Parker, W. P. Warren, R. T. Wheeler, H. Bamford, F. Clarke,
W. E. C. Green, W.' Jackson, L/Cpl. S. Marron, Ptes. E. W.
Pilgrim, J. W. D. Watkins, A/Sgt. A. Wilson.
We have received news of the death of the following officer
in addition to those whose names have been published in the
official list:—
Lieut. F. W. P. J. Llnck.
f

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & DEATHS
BIRTHS.
ADAMS—On 7th February, 1945, at Maidstone, Kent, to the
wife of R.Q.M.S. Adams, a son, Robert Christopher.
ALLFREY—On 8th January, 1945, at Beresfords, Boughton
Monchelsea, Kent, to Bridget (nee ffrench Blake), wife of
Major R. M. Allfrey, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment, a daughter.
ALEXANDER—On 11th December, 1944, at Farnborough, Kent,
to the wife of Pte. R. Alexander, a son, David Richard.
BAKER—On 28th February, 1945, at Maidstone, Kent, to the
wife of Pte. E. Baker, a daughter, Janice Anne Gay.
BONIFACE—On 18th December, 1944, at Chatham, Kent, to
the wife of L.Cpl. R. Boniface, a son, Michael John.
BRAITHWAXTE—On 24th November, 1944, at Oxford, to the
wife of Pte. A. Braithwalte, a son, Paul Seamus.
COYLE^On 19th November,' 1944, at the Maltlands Nursing
Home, Pinner, to Denise (nee Vernede), wife of Lieut. N. H.
Coyle, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, a
daughter, Patricia Anne.
DEFRATES—On1st January, 1945, at.Eltham Cottage Hospital,
to Joan Anne (nee Markham), wife of Lieut.Col. Gordon
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K. Defrates, D.S.O., The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment (Overseas), a son, Nigel Robin Gordon.
HARRIS—On 12th February, 1945, at Tunbrldge Wells, Kent,
to the wife of L.Cpl. W. Harris, a son, Roger Brian.
GREENBAUM.—On the 13th February, 1945, at Lockington,
near Derby, to the wife of Sergt. G. Greenbaum, a son,
Kenneth Peter William.
JEMMETTT.—On 13th March, 1945, at Woodcote Nursing Home,
Beckenham, to Margaret (nee Jesshope), wife of Capt. John
Jemmett, R.W.K., a son.
PRINCE—On 29th December, 1944, at Wednesfield, to the wife
of L.Cpl. H. Prince, a daughter, Jacqueline Wendy.
RELF—On 4th January, 1945, at Pembury, Kent, to the wife
of Pte. T. Relf, a son, Anthony Ivor.
MARRIAGES.
BOICKET—LOFKIN—On 22nd November, 1944, at Lewisham,
S.E. 13, Pte. T. T. Boicket to Edith Lofkin.
DEBENHAM—HOOPER—On 23rd December, 1944, at Grove
Park, S.E. 12, Pte. R. Debenham to Edna Doris Hooper.
DUNKLEY—DENNE—On 18th November, 1944, at Shoreditch,
London, N. 1, Pte. R. Dunkley to Ivy Julia Denne.
GLUCK—FELDMAN—On 10th November, 1944, in Surrey, Pte.
A. Gluck to Anna Feldman.
HALLEY—SARGENT—On 25th November, 1944, at Bermondsey,
S.E. 16, Pte. A. Halley to Ellen Rosina Sargent.
KEEN—O'LEARY—On 23rd December, 1944, at Woolwich, Pte.
S. Keen to Kathleen Patricia O'Leary.
MERRETT—TRELEAVEN—On 24th February, 1945, at Streat
ham, S.W. 16, Pte. R. Merrett. to Joan Treleaven.
MOIRANO—SPRAKE—On 27th January, 1945, at Balham, Pte.
P. Moirano to Kathleen Rose Sprake.
PETERS—MENEN—On 24th January, 1945, Pte. R. Peters to
Constance Winifred Menen.
STEED—WAKEHAM—On 2nd December, 1944, at Babbacombe,
Devon, L.Cpl. K. Steed to Iris Margaret Wylie Wakeham.
TRUDGILL—SPOONER—On 25th February, 1945, at Kenning
ton, London, Pte. F. Trudgill to W/77984 Ida Olive Spooner.
WATTS—TRIGG—On 25th November, 1944, at Mill Hill, Hen
don, Middlesex, Pte. V. Watts to Florence Lilian Trigg.
WHITTY—MARSH—On Saturday, 30th December, 1944, at St.
James's Church, Emsworth, John Anthony Noel Whitty,
son of Brigadier and Mrs. N. I. Whitty, of Greenhill House,
Uckfield, Sussex, to Diane Phyllis Middleton Marsh, elder
daughter of the late Middleton Marsh and Mrs. G. B.
Balfour, of Redlands, Emsworth, Hampshire.
DEATHS.
PEACOCK—On 9th February, 1945, at Maidstone, Dorothy Jean,
daughter of ColourSgt. and Mrs. E. Peacock.
ROGERS—On 5th February, 1945, at West Kent General
Hospital, Alice Emily, beloved wife of Captain Harry George
Rogers, late of The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regi
ment, and devoted mother of Alice, Ada and Harold, aged
68 years.
SMITH—On 29th November, 1944, killed by enemy action,
14752836 Pte. F. Smith.
ON ACTIVE SERVICE.
MOLONY—In February, 1945, killed in action in N.W. Europe,
Major R. H. Molony (Pat), The Queen's Own Royal West
Kent Regiment, attached K.O.S.B., husband of Margaret
(Bunty), Molony, 15, Sussex Mansions, Sussex Square,
Brighton, and youngest son of the late Mr. and Mrs. R. H.
Molony, of Grafty Green, Maidstone.
PALMER—In December, 1944, in an aircraft accident on active
service, Captain Robert Victor Douglas, The Queen's Own
Royal West Kent Regiment and Glider Pilot Regiment,
dearly loved eldest son of Colonel W. V. Palmer and the
late Mrs. Palmer, Gables, Riverfleld Road, Staines.
ROBINSON—On 12th March, 1945, at Oxted Hospital, Colonel
Humphrey Ingram Robinson, T.D., late 4th Battalion, The
Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, A.M.I.C.E., second
son of the late F. J. Robinson, of Derby, and Chatburn,
Lanes., and of Mrs. Robinson, Redlands, Crockham Hill,
Edenbridge, Kent.
IN MEMORIAM.
ESPLIN—In loving memory of my dear husband, Charles David
(Nobby) Esplin. who died suddenly on March 12th, 1944.
"Always in our thoughts."—From his loving Wife, Ruth
and Jean.
FORTHCOMING MARRIAGE.
SMETHURST—THORPE—The engagement is announced be
tween Lieut. Dennis J. Smethurst, The Queen's Own Royal
West Kent. Regiment, second son of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur
Smethurst, of Horfield, Bristol, and Monica Avis Thorpe,
W.A.A.F., younger daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Thorpe,
of "Lilk Mount," Bearsted, near Maidstone, Kent.
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WE HAVE TO FIGHT THE JUNGLE
AND THE JAPS

PRISONERS OF WAR FUND

BY CAPTAIN F. J. COLLETT, M.C.
(Royal West Kent Regt., 14th Army).

As readers may remember—at the time of our last con
tribution to the Queen's Own Gazette—parcels were, after a
temporary lull, again being despatched to the various prisoner
of war camps, and we were able to get off over a thousand
in a very short space of time. It was fortunate we did this,
as very soon afterwards about half a dozen of the camps where
our men were interned, in Poland and Eastern Germany, were
—as readers will doubtless know—overrun by our Allies.
We understand, however, that parcels already on the way
to these men will go to a Receiving Centre, and from there be
forwarded to the new camp addresses.
At the same time,
we are hoping that many of these boys may have been set
free. We are still, of course, sending parcels to the other
various camps.
Again, we would like to thank all those members of the
Regiment who have sent such generous donations to the fund.
We would also like to put on record our grateful thanks to
the several battalions of the Home Guard who remembered
us at their "StandDown" celebrations.
R.L.
RECEIPTS
£ s. d.
Balance as last account
815 19 5
Donations—
£ s. d.
Colonel Palmer
5 0 0
Mr. Stringer
3 17 0
Pte. May
5 0 0
Mrs. Avis
1 2 6
Mr. Oliver
1 0 0
Mrs. Welsh
1 0 0
The Prince Alfred
2 10 0
Major J. M. Du Buisson
10 0 0
Pte. Tubb
5 0
Pte. and Mrs. Trowbridge
.... 1 0 0
Mrs. Doney
1 0 0
Mrs. G. Cole
1 0 0
Secretary, The Eagle P.O.W. Fund 14 10 0
Mrs. Goldsmith
1 0 0
Mrs. Beale
5 0 0
J. Carr Swann
2 0 0
Master G. McGrath
3 3 0
Band Boys, the R.W.K. Regt. .. 1 10 0
Mrs. D. J. Hirst
1 0 0
Mr. H. Elliott
17 0 0
Tonbridge Branch Red Cross .. 10 0 0
Colonel Pardington
12 0 0
Grahame Players
25 0 0
J. E. Wright
3 0 0
Mrs. Clatworthy
1 0 0
Mrs. Bernard
3 0 0
Miss M. Hoadley
6 0 6
Colonel H. D BuchananDunlop,
C.M.G., D.S.O
5 0 0
Miss M. Amos
1 10 0
144 8 0
Personal Parcels Donations
8 6 8
Subscriptions from Battalions, etc
80 8 5
Proceeds of Socials, Pantomime and Dances
.... 100 12 8
Collections—Mrs. Moon
4 11 0
Rev. Perry
5 0 0

The following article appeared in the Daily Sketch of February
8th, 1945, and is reproduced by kind permission of the Editor.
Five years ago Captain Collett was a cashier in an insurance
office in Manchester. A private at Alamein, he was
later a company commander with the 5th Indian
Division in Burma. He won his M.C. on the Tiddlm
Road and was decorated in the jungle.
At the moment he is in this country, lecturing for the
Ministry of Information. But he is returning soon to
active service in the jungle, which he describes so
vividly in this article.
War in the Burma jungle is like no other war on earth.
You're fighting
not one tough enemy, but three—the Japanese,
the jungle, and the climate. In the monsoon you get mighty
wet. and you've got to stay wet when there's fighting
to be
done.
There's another snag. You can train for European war in
England.
But there can be no teal practical training for
Jungle warfare except in the jungle itself.
When my unit came out of the Desert show we hardly
had time to lick our wounds before starting in on jungle
warfare. We had our tails up after our desert victory, but
we felt none too sure of ourselves going into the jungle.
ARNHEM OF THE EAST
We had our heartbreaks. There was the heartbreak of
seeing longawaited supplies dropped by parachute bang into
the centre of a smoke ring the wily Japanese had lit when
they knew the stuff was due.
It could not have happened anywhere but in the jungle,
where our dropping zone was no bigger than a lawn, small
and obscured with heavy cloud.
There was the heartbreak of a diminishing perimeter with
every enemy shell a winner. And the greatest heartbreak of
all time on Kohima Hill, the Arnhem of the East, where now
stands a teak cross engraved with the names of many of our
friends, heroes of Dunkirk, victors of Alamein, who upheld
the traditions of the Royal West Kent Regt. in the West and
in the East, and will never see their native land again. .
But we learned our lessons quickly enough. We found
that the only way to defeat the Japanese in his strongly
fortified positions was not by frontal attack, but by under
taking long and hazardous forced marches through the jungle
and infiltrating round his rear.
At times, too, we were helped by the almost incredible
stupidity of the Japanese themselves. I have known them
fall into the same ambush on a bridge fifteen
times.
A battle on the outskirts of Imphal is a foretaste of what
will happen to the Japanese on the plains. Imphal is one of
the few open stretches on which a battle has been fought out
there, and against our vast superiority of guns and aircraft
the enemy were simply pounded to death.
Into one small village 1,700 shells were poured and the
place was then blasted by bombers. Then the infantry went
in. Three days later we had to " bulldoze" the remains of the
enemy positions and burn the lot.
The Japanese soldier is the vermin of the earth.
That
doesn't sound like Christian charity, does it? Well, I don't
intend it to be.
I've heard people say that the Government White Papers
are propaganda stories.
Such people have something in
common with the Japanese.
The latter are wilfully short
sighted, too—they can't tell the difference between a stretcher
and a gun, an ambulance and a tank.
They mistake a piece of barbed wire for a cotton wool
bandage, and apply it to a man's throat. But those things
happened before the Rising Sun suffered its eclipse.
Actually, the hardships of the jungle have been largely
exaggerated by people who have never fought there.
When
mastered, the jungle can be friendly to the British fighting
man—and it is.
The stories of disease have been exaggerated, too. Malaria
has been beaten to a great extent, and great strides have been
made in combating typhus.
The Japanese casualties from
disease are a hundred times those of the British.
There's no doubt about it. the Japanese have "had it."
The tide has turned. Our troops are confident, and they
record successes every time they come into contact with the
enemy. The Japanese has been outwitted and outfought by
the British private soldier, who has laid the  myth of the
invincibility of the Japanese Imperial army operating in the
jungle.

£1159
PAYMENTS
Goods for Personal Parcels
Post, Stationery, etc
Balance, Cash in Hand

6

2

£
s. d.
312 18 5
5 16
0
840

41

9

£1159

6

2

FUNERAL OF MR. BRUCE KEMP.
Members of The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment
and 11th (Maidstone) Battalion Kent Home Guard attended
Maidstone Cemetery for the military funeral of Mr. Bruce
Kemp, who formerly served with the Regiment and held the
rank of lieutenant in the Home Guard.
Men from the Regiment acted as bearers, and after the
service buglers sounded the "Last Post" and "Reveille," and a
salute was fired
over the grave.
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KILLED DAY AFTER WINNING V.C
Young Kent Officer's Supreme Gallantry in

Italy.

Wherever the fighting
was heaviest, Captain Brunt was
always to be found, moving from one post to another encourag
ing his men and firing
any weapon he could obtain at any
target he could see.
HIS COOL BRAVERY.

Younger members of The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment who were at the Infantry Training Centre in late 1941
and throughout 1942 will have clear recollections of a be
spectacled lancecorporal of "C" Company at Invicta Lines,
who was prominent in the I.T.C. cricket team during that
season, keeping wicket at
the Mote when Mr. Levett
was
otherwise
engaged :
playing
rugger.
hockey;
swimming, and actively par
ticipating in intercompany
boxing. Just one keen lance
corporal
among
several
hundreds undergoing train
ing at that time.
This same youngster of 22
years of age who had, during
his two years in action, seen
more
of
life
than
the
majority of men who live
their full span of years, has
been killed in Italy by
mortar fire, but he has left
his mark in the future
history books owing to out
standing
bravery
which
earned him the Victoria
Cross. He had previously
been awarded the Military
Cross in the same country
in 1943.
Captain John Henry Caund
Brunt was commissioned to
the Sherwood Foresters on
January 1st, 1943, and was
promoted Captain in May,
1944.
The citation states:—
In Italy on December 9th, 1944, the platoon commanded
by Captain Brunt was holding a vital sector of the line.
At dawn the German 90th Panzer Grenadier Division
counterattacked the battalion forward positions in great
strength with three Mark IV. tanks and infantry.
The house around which the platoon was dug in was de
stroyed and the whole area subjected to intense mortar fire.
The situation then became critical, as the antitank
defences had been destroyed and two Sherman tanks knocked
out.
i
Captain Brunt, however, rallied his remaining men. and
moving to an alternative position continued to hold the enemy
infantry.
Although outnumbered by at least three to one and per
sonally firing
a Bren gun, Captain Brunt killed about 14 of the
enemy.
His wireless set was destroyed by shellfire, but on receiving
a message by runner he withdrew to a Company locality some
200 yards to his left and rear.
AMMUNITION WAS EXHAUSTED.
He remained behind to give covering fire.
When his Bren
gun ammunition was exhausted he fired
a Piat and 2inch
mortar left by casualties before he himself dashed over the
ground to a new position.
This aggressive action caused the enemy to pause, so Capt.
Brunt took a party back to his previous position, and although
fiercely
engaged my small arms fire, carried away the wounded
who had been left there.
Later in the day a further counterattack was put in. by the
enemy. Captain Brunt immediately seized a spare Bren gun
and, going around his forward position, rallied his men.

The magnificent action fought by this officer, his coolness,
bravery, devotion to duty, and complete disregard for his own
personal safety under most intense and concentrated fire was
beyond praise.
His personal example and individual actions were respon
sible to a very great extent for the successful repulse of these
fierce enemy counterattacks.
The next day Captain Brunt was killed by mortar fire.
WON HIS M.C. IN ITALY.
Captain Brunt, who was 22 on December 6th, won the
M.C. in Italy in December. 1943.
Educated at Ellesmere College, Shropshire, he was out
standing at sport, and in his last 12 months at school he helped
to win 15 cups for his house.
He was a good allrounder at rugby, swimming, hockey,
putting the weight, hurdling, and indoor games, and won
the steeplechase.
Captain Brunt left school in July. 1941. and immediately
enlisted, but was not called to commence his training until
October 16 Lli.
His father is senior marketing officer for the Ministry of
Food.—"Kent Messenger."

Sgt. EARDLEY'S SUPREME BRAVERY
Winner of

V.C. who served with the Regiment.

Sergeant Eardley, who was awarded the coveted decoration
of the Victoria Cross on January 2nd. 1945, for quite a long
period served with The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment
at the Barracks untir he joined The King's Shropshire Light
Infantry.
The official citation of his valour is as follows:—
No. 6092111 Private (Acting Sergeant) George Harold
Eardley, The King's Shropshire Light Infantry (Congleton.
Cheshire).
In NorthWest Europe on 16th October, 1944, during an
attack on the wooded area east df Overloon, strong opposition
was met from well sited defensive positions in orchards. The
enemy were paratroops and well equipped with machine guns.
A platoon of The King's Shropshire Light Infantry was
ordered to clear these orchards and so restore the momentum
of the advance, but was halted some 80 yards from its objective
by automatic fire from enemy machine gun posts. The fire
was so heavy that it appeared impossible for any man to ex
pose himself and remain unscathed.
Notwithstanding this. Sergeant Eardley. who had spotted
one machine gun post, moved forward, firing his Sten gun, and
killed the occupants of the post with a grenade. A second
machine gun post beyond the first
immediately opened up.
spraying the area with fire.
Sergeant Eardley. who was in a
most exposed position, at once charged over 30 yards of open
ground and silenced both the enemy gunners.
The attack was continued by the platoon, but was again
held up by a third machine gun post, and.a section sent in to
dispose of it was beaten back, losing four casualties. Sergeant
Eardley, ordering the section he was with to lie down, then
crawled forward alone and silenced the occupants of the post
with a grenade.
The destruction of these three machine gun posts, single
handed, by Sergeant Eardley, carried out under fire so heavy
that it daunted those who were with him, enabled his platoon
to achieve its objective, and in so doing, ensured the success
of the whole attack.
His outstanding initiative and magnificent bravery were
the admiration of all who saw his gallant actions.

LEAPT ON A TANK.
Then, leaping on a Sherman tank supporting the Company,
he ordered the tank commander to driVe from one fire position
to another while he sat or stood on the turret directing fire
at the advancing enemy and regardless of the hail of small
arms fire.
Then, on seeing small parties of the enemy armed with
Bazookas trying to approach round the left flank,
he jumped
from the tank, and taking a Bren gun. stalked these parties well
in front of the enemy positions, killing more of the enemy
and causing them to withdraw in great haste, leaving behind
their dead.

AWARDED MILITARY MEDAL.
Mr. and Mrs. G. Moore, of 5. Park Road, British Legion
Village, Aylesford, have received the news that their only son.
Sgt. J. H. Moore, of The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regi
ment. has been awarded the Military Medal whilst serving with
the 8th Army in Italy. Sgt. Moore is 25 years of age, and joined
the Forces in January, 1940. He has been in action with the
8th Army from Alamein to Italy.
He was educated at Aylesford School, and played football
for the Maidstone boys' team for two years.
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AMBULANCE FOR R.W.K. REGIMENT.
Snodland People's Gift.
"We Snodland people are very proud of our serving men.
as some of tliem have served with distinction and all have
helped to uphold the high tradition of the British fighting
services. It is felt that no greater salute could be given to
them than the presentation of an ambulance to the County
Regiment."
This was said on January 6th. at the Devonshire Rooms.
Snodland. by Mr. R. Gower (chairman of Snodland Parish
Council and Savings Committee), when presenting an Army
ambulance to Major S. E. Brooks, The Queen's Own Royal West
Kent Regiment, on behalf of the people of Snodland.
After making apologies for General Sir Charles Bonham
Carter, G.C.B.. C.M.G., D.S.O., Colonel of the Regiment, who
was unable to be present owing to another engagement. Major
S. E. Brooks, on behalf of the Regiment, thanked the people of
Snodland. remarking that he could think of no finer gift, and
that the Regiment thought it a great honour to have been
presented with it.
He felt that he could speak for the boys of The Queen's
Own Royal West Kent Regiment who are serving abroad, when
he said that it would give many of them the feeling that they
were not forgotten by the people at home.
He concluded by saying, "I thank you from the bottom of
my heart for this magnificent gift, which I can assure you will
be put to a good service."
GREAT RECORD IN SAVINGS.
Mr. F. J. Portch, Assistant Commissioner of the National
Savings Committee, said that Snodland had a great record in
savings, but implored the group secretaries and street collectdrs
to impress on the people that immediately the war in Europe
was over would not be the time to take all their money out of
the savings and spend them.
If they did this it would send prices soaring and that would
be the beginning of inflation.
The ambulance, of fourstretcher size, with a plaque on
the side, reading "This is presented to The Royal West Kent
Regiment by the people of Snodland." was blessed by the Vicar
of Snodland (the Rev. John S. Granger).

SERVED IN THE ROYAL WEST KENTS.
The funeral of Mr. Joseph Blackall took place at Charing
Crematorium on January 31st. Mr. Blackhall. who was 64 years
of age, had served in the Royal West Kent Regiment, and on
retirement from the Army was a civilian clerk at the Barracks
arid the Invicta Lines until two years ago. The service was in
the chapel at the crematorium. The chief mourners were Mr.
W. A. J. Blackall (brother). Mrs. A. Blackall (sisterinlaw),
Mrs. D. Finch and daughter (nieces). Mr. and Mrs. A. J. Apple
ton. Mrs. A. Harrison. Mrs. W. Mantle, and Mr. Stringer (repre
senting The Royal West Kent Regiment).

MALTA
Since I served in Malta as Assistant Chaplain General,
from July, 1938. to July. 1942, I have been asked by the Chap
lainGeneral to do all that I can to assist an appeal to the Army
to help the Bishop of Gibraltar's Fund. The proposal is "to
pay homage—I quote from the Bishop's letter—to those who
gave their lives in the defence of the island by furnishing a
Shrine of Remembrance in St. Paul's Anglican Cathedral in
Malta. For those who remain, and for those who come after
them to serve in the Navy, the Army, the Air Force, and the
Mercantile Marine, it is planned to say 'Thank You' by build
ing Social Centres at both Malta and Gibraltar.
These will
make available facilities for rest and recreation to British
serving men and their families who may be quartered in these
areas, as well as to British civilians domiciled in either place.
It is proposed to repair the bombdamaged Cathedral at Malta,
on which work has already begun, and to provide long needed
structural additions to the Cathedral of the Holy Trinity, Gib
raltar. In such a famous port and fortress to which in peace
time visitors come daily from all parts of the world, our
Church at Gibraltar should surely possess a block of build
ings worthy of her position as the only Anglican Cathedral on
the continent of Europe.
It is planned, therefore, to erect
essential Church buildings which have hitherto been lacking.
The comprehensive schemes prepared for both places link up
the new Social Centres with the Cathedral buildings, making
a group in keeping with the dignity of the Church abroad.
These are the main points in our plan."
May I hope that those who served in Malta will do all they
can to help this cause?
I should be very glad to receive and acknowledge any
donations. They should be sent please to:—
REV. D. B. L. FOSTER. K.H.C.. A.C.G.,
Headquarters, Southern Command, Salisbury.

EYES RIGHT

ON THIS
NOTICE.

If you want your Evening Wear,
Sports Wear, or in fact anything
Laundered expertly, send to the

Maidstone & District Laundry Co., Ltd.
Loose Road, Maidstone.
Telephone : Maidstone 3020
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LETTERS TO

THE EDITOR.

Dear Sir,—Having in the past published many articles of
prose and verse in the "Gazette" above my name and nomde
plume "Penalty Kick," I venture to send you. the enclosed
lines, for which, I trust, you will he able to find
a corner in
the next issue of the "dear old Buster," by which irrelevant
title "The Queen's Own Gazette" had been known by us "Old
Scallywags" of The Queen's Own for so many years.
As a matter of history I have just noticed that it is exactly
45 years . ago that
our 3rd
(Militia)
Battalion were
embodied at Maidstone on 11th December, 1899. having volun
teered to serve in South Africa under Lord Roberts during the
South African War.
Proceeding to Chatham some 1,200
strong, the Battalion then being composed of 12 Companies,
thev were the first voluntarv Battalion to embark at the Albert
Docks on 4th January. 1900. for service overseas during the
Scuth African War. when, after a rough voyage, they found
themselves landing in Malta during the first snowstorm known
to that gallant island for over 50 years: my job as Orderly
Poom Sergeant to a Battalion of this description being no light
task.
S'nce those davs of long ago much water has passed under
the Hfeh Level Bridge at Maidstone, and with it we have
mourned the Dossing cf manv brave and gallant comrades,
mnnv of whose names I still find in the list, published in 1913,
of the first 650 members to join our Old Comrades' Association.
And now todav we find "The Queen's Own" again taking
their gallant part in the greatest struggle l'or liberty and free
dom the world has ever known.
Under such terrible conditions of modern war and devilish
inventions, our hearts cannot help but go out to those gallant
comrades, now serving in "The Queen's Own." as we wish
them a speedv end to all their nresent difficulties and a safe
return to their loved ones at Home.
It mav interest those Old Comrades who knew me in the
nnst to know that, although it is now 57 years ago since I
first joined "The Queen's Own," I am still working as a clerk
and typist with the 14th London Battalion Home Guard, in
sn'te of the fact that I entered my 78th year of age last
September.
But now with the "standing down" of the Home Guard, lt
will be with sincere regret that I, too. will have to stand down
some time in the New Year.
To you. dear Editor, and all readers of our Gazette, and
to all our brave and gallant comrades, I wish the best of good
fortune and prosperity both in War and in the Peaceful Days
to come.—Yours faithfully.
HENRY J. BASS.
13, Goodrich Road. London, S.E.22.

HERE'S WISHING YOU
A
GLORIOUS

NINETEEN FORTYFIVE.

Ring out the Old. ring in the New!
Good Fortune come to each of vou.
With Christmas cheer, the New Year brings
Sure Faith of Vict'ry on Its wings.
To those who fight and know not fear
Their de«ds shaP bring a flad New Year.
So shah their Faith, as in the nast.
E'er lead us on to Peace at last.
So. while we stand, though Nations fall,
Those Gallant Lads, who heard the call
Of Motherland, shall be our guide
To Peace and Love whate'er betide.
Tb°n here's to N'net.ecn Fortvfive!
Ke°n on smiling and ever strive
Towards that Great and Fateful Day
When Peace shall come—and come to stay.
HENRY J. BASS.
We reeret that the above letter and verse were received
from our old fr'end "Penalty Kick" too late for insertion in
the December edition.—Editor.

NEWS FROM A REPATRIATED PRISONER
At the end of December an interesting letter reached us
from Pte. R. James from his home in Hampshire, thanking us
for forwarding "The Queen's Own Gazette."
He related his
experiences, beginning with his capture in France in May, 1940,
to his repatriation to the United Kingdom in October, 1943.
Taken prisoner at the same time as C.S.M. Watkins at
Petergen, near Oudeuaarde, he was wounded and lost an arm,
and was treated in the Nurse Cavell Hospital in Brussels before
being forwarded to Maastrecht in Holland.
He was treated
humanely by the Dutch until taken to a prison camp in Duren,
then to a further camp in Homer in the Ruhr.
Red Cress
parcels reached the prisoners there infrequently, but the ones
received were a godsend.
Finally in January, 1941, during a
blinding snowstorm, he was moved to Stalag VIII. B. now
Stalag 344. in Lamsdorf, near Breslau, in Upper Silesia. The
m°n had little clothing and no comforts and were subjected to
terrible trials and brutality in many forms. Red Cross parcels
began to arrive at Christmas. 1941. but there was no system
for receiving mail and parcels until the end of 1942. "when
things began to come through under the British Red Cross.
Clothing parcels and books were received from the Regimental
Prisoners of War Fund, and manv fervent thanks were spoken
for the organizers of these comforts. Roughly 25.C00 men were
In this camp, and about fourfifths were transferred in working
parties for miles around, the fit men doing coalmining, road
work farming, clearing airdromes damaged by the incessant
bombing of the R.A.F., working in quarries and war factories.
The not so fit men doing odd jobs in the locality, consisting of
read clearing and work inside the camn, and the wounded and
sick were left alone. R.SJMI. Sherriff. of the Royal Welsh
Fusiliers, and our own R.S.M. Farrington were mentioned as
having done wonderful work throughout from the formation
of this camp.
Typhus broke out owing to lice, but the promptitude of
our Medical Officers got the outbreak under control in three
months.
He spoke of the chaining of prisoners and the
reprisals taken against our men. Only the hardiest survived
these privations.
He stressed the superlative work of the
British Red Cross and the Regimental Prisoners of War Fund,
which did, and is doing, more than anything else to brighten
the spirits and morale o'f the prisoners.
Best wishes to all at the Depot and friends overseas were
his final
words, and we are sure all in his acquaintance will
reciprocate those thoughts.

1
KIDDIES' PLAYTIME AT THE BARRACKS
The New Gymnasium, Barracks, rang with the laughter of
brighteyed children on Friday. December 29th. when the
Infantry Training Centre (by kind permission of the Com
manding Officer, who was in attendance) gave a party to the
children of members of the Regiment.
Organised and superintended by Major and Mrs. Love, they
welcomed their large family at 3 o'clock in the gaily decorated
hall lit with fairy lamps.
DrumMajor R. Mills soon had the children and mothers
singing to the swing of the band, and all were merry when the
everpopular Punch and Judy show commanded attention. The
antics of these childish favourites of past generations caused
no less merriment in this sophisticated and mechanical age.
and all were ready for tea when the miniature show was
at an end.
The tea was an eyeopener to the mothers who are used
to the difficulties of rationing, and the skill of the pastry
cooks tempted the hearty appetites of the little ones with
fancies cf all kinds. Listening to the Band, who played during
tea under the conductorship of Bandmaster Jacksoii, all were
well satisfied when the clowns made their appearance. Sergt.
Shaw and Corpl. Dunne, of the P.T. Staff, are to be congratu
lated on their clowning, and the audience rocked with the
performance."
When the curtains were released to give display to the
tovs. books and games for distribution it was understandable
why Christmas is devoted to children, and the sponsors and all
concerned with the organization of the party derived all the
thanks they needed in the delighted expressions on the chil
dren's faces as they received their gifts from a jovial I.T.C.
Father Christmas.
Musical chairs, games and music brought an end to the
merry party, and the little ones and their mothers left the
hall happy after a successful entertainment.
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All Orders promptly executed.
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: News from Battalions :
BATTALION.
Once again the time has come for pens to be taken up to
chronicle the activities of the Battalion during the past three
months. For once we have not had to wade through piles of
Move Orders in order to discover our future destination, and
have been allowed to get our roots well and truly planted. We
hope they will be permitted to stay there until our A. and S.G.
number arrives.
Christmas made a welcome break and, thanks to Lieut. D.
N. Fox, Cpl. Stanfield and the ration staff, with the A.C.C., an
excellent dinner of turkey and similar seasonal delights was
enjoyed by all.
Of work, training still remains the order of the day, and
even Sunday is titled a full working day; this, however, is
recompensed by one day off per week, of which full advantage
is taken.
;
We have said " hail" and "farewell" to members of another
branch of the service and hope they, will remember their stay
with the Battalion in a not too distasteful light.
In sport, football has been in great favour and inters
platoon and intercompany championships have been arranged.
The Battalion team has had quite a successful season so far
with local matches. In the divisional championship, after
winning the first round by beating the Field Ambulance by 9
to 3, we succumbed to the L.A.A. by 5 goals to 1 after pxtra
time had been played.
We have recently had an inspection by the C.inC. Home
Forces, who expressed his gratification at the turnout.
The Colonel of the Regiment has also paid us the honour
of a visit.
And so witn greetings to all members of the Regiment we
close for another quarter.
 I.R.P.
Headquarter Company.
Once again we take up our pens to write our usual con
. tribution to the " Buster." We must apologise for not contri
buting in the last issue.
'
v
We are very pleased to say that we have left our "Home
from Home" in the Arctic Circle to come to this very pleasant
town in the South. Activities are more or less the same as
when we were stationed in N.W. England. "Scrubbing" is
again to the fore, with Casanova Willy as the very able' leader.
Now for the Welcomes and the Goodbyes. We welcome to
the fold Lieut. E. Killon as our very energetic W.T.O., also Cross
country Running Officer. We sincerely hope that his stay
with us will be a long and happy one. We regret to say that
Lieut. D. N. Fox has left us. We wish him all the luck in the
world. It is with defep regret that we have had to say goodbye
to that old stalwart of the Regiment, Charlie Dyason. He has
gone to the Regimental Band , to blow his own trumpet, or,
should I say, saxophone. Anyhow, Charlie, we wish you all
that you would wish yourself, although we shall be seeing a bit
of you in the future.
Activities have been rather restricted of late, but we have
played a few soccer matches with local teams. One team, a
famous amateur side in peacetime, we beat easily on both
occasions that we have met them. This week, some of our
chaps will be helping them against a professional team.
Our Company Commander, we regret to say, is in hospital.
We all sincerely hope that he has a very speedy recovery and
soon returns to look after his flock.
Just a few days ago all the fit (?) men of the Company
' paraded themselves in the full regalia of shorts and vest P.T.
to run "over the hills and far aWay." I think that it was
agreed by all that the course. was the worst that we have
encountered yet. Thanks, of course, go to Lieut. E. Killon. We
must offer our congratulations to Pte. Klrkland and Sgt. Kirby
for doing so well, also to "Micky" Hickman for coming in last.
TANSY.
"D" Company.
Having recently returned from the frozen North to what
we anticipated would be the sunny South, we awoke one day

to observe that the South was attempting to outfreeze the
North in no small way, all of which most probably accounts
for the rather strange behaviour of a certain wellknown
member of the Company.
At approximately 23.00 hours on at least six nights out of
every seven he has been observed doubling down the promen
ade as though his very life depended on it, and as yet we still
don't know the answer. In certain quarters it has been sugges
ted that it may be in connection with a "bet," but our vote
goes to the old advice of "Cherchez la femme."
Christmas was celebrated with due pomp and ceremony,
and if one can judge.by the menu, a grand time was had by all.
This was later confirmed by the number of occupied beds
during the afternoon.
The Company Darts Team continues to flourish, and as
yet we have still to come across an opposing side who can
really claim to be our conquerors.
A few football matches have been played, but on the whole
there is very little to record in that direction.
We are wondering if one of our officers is thinking of
taking up the medical profession after the war, as it has been
noticed with great interest that he appears to spend a consider
able amount of his spare time acting as a semimedical student.
Recently we have welcomed to. the Company. 2/Lt. Cudlip,
M.M., who has made his presence known on several occasions
by way of the Gas Chamber, and also on one memorable day
when he didn't know his left from right.
On .a recent parade it became necessary to double about .
Ave hundred yards, much to the consternation of our "Charlie,"
who had not anticipated that sort of parade. However, he
came through with flying colours, but was rather annoyed, and
quite rightly so, at the suggestion madfe in fun a little later,
that he was out of step with the rest of the Company.
Paddy, the Company mascot,. has also been front page
news since arriving here, by going absent without leave on
several occasions. However, we think he has learnt his lesson
now, as on the last occasion he was actually put in the con
demned cell, but, luckily for him, he received an eleventh hour
.reprieve as his master managed to locate him and bail him out.
To conclude we once again send our best wishes to all.
"GONE TO THE DOGS."
THEY PAUSED IN BATTLE TO CHEER THE COOK.
SERGEANT WON KOHIMA MEN'S ADMIRATION AND THE
MILITARY MEDAL.
Battlegrimed men of the British 14th Army in Burma each
day for 15 days snatched a few moments from fighting in order
to cheer—and all their hurrahs were for the cook!
Every day, while the Japs put down a continuous rain of
shells, ColourSgt. John William Eves dodged the barrage and
calmly went on cooking the rations.
Now authority has added its own congratulations to those
of ColourSgt. Eves' comrades of The Queen's Own Royal West
Kent Regiment, and awarded him the Military Medal.
The citation giving this information says; "At Kohima
during the period April 5th20th, and in particular, in the
District Commissioner's bungalow area on April llth12th,
ColourSgt. Eves never once failed to keep his company fed,
although he 'was working under most difficult conditions.
COOKHOUSE WAS A WARM PLACE.
"The cookhous6 was frequently under fire, and in fact on
more than one occasion had a direct hit.
"In spitfe of this, and the fact that nearly all the positions
to which rations had to be taken were under fire, ColourSgt.
Eves always got them there, generally by crawling with a
container of food and complete disregard for his own personal
safety.
"By reason of his excellent example, those under him worked
well, and his actions did much to maintain the high morale
of his company."—"Kent Messenger."'
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PLEASURE AND DUTY
by
CAPTAIN C. L. NORMAN.

An Indian hill station is one of the more pleasing places,
whether it be for a period of leave or duty. When in India
I was lucky, doing a musketry course at Pachmari, the hill
station in the Mahadeo hills, south of the Nerbudda river, of
the Northern Deccan, spending a leave in the hot weather at
Mussouri in the foothills of the Himalayas, acting as station
staff officer and Assistant Cantonment Magistrate at Subathu,
midway between the two famous hill resorts of Kasauli and
Simla, again in the hills, and finally passing three months at
a staff course at Tangmurg below Gulmurg in Kashmir. I do
not count Quetta as an Indian hill station though cantonments
stand 5,000ft. above sea level. That is a regular garrison town
and an entirely different proposition.
Obviously it was nothing else than good fortune to be sent
to Kashmir in the late cold weather season as there can be
few more attractive and beautiful places upon earth.
I remember well the drive from the plains up to Murray
over the first ridge, and then down a 23mile hill into the
Jhelum Valley. The conveyance was an old "Flanders" car.
We spent at least one night on the road at a "dak" bungalow
while motoring up the Jhelum. What a drive it was—round
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Many people spend a leave in a houseboat on the great
lakes outside Srinagar and a very pleasant leave it must be.
Captain, as he was then, H. I. Robinson happened to be xip
there while I was on the course, and I used to visit him on
his houseboat. It was most comfortably fitted out with a
boat behind to house the servants and stores.
Our camp for the staff course was in tents at Tangmurg,
situated up the Ferozpur nullah below Gulmurg, just where
the road ends, and the traveller has to take a pony up to the
hill station above. Gulmurg itself stands on a high plateau
some 8.000ft. up under the Pir Panal range. It is a grand
place with, a good golf course rivalling that of Nuwera Eliya,

1

A KASHMIRI.—" THE OLDEST INHABITANT."

THE LOG BRIDGE, SRINAGAR, KASHMIR.
and in and out—at the mercy of the native driver who appeared
to take the corners most lightheartedly with foot on
accelerator pedal.
The road cut out of the side of the
mountain follows the windings of the river and so has count
less corners, all blind, round jutting boulders of rock and
shoulders of the hill. The views were rather disappointing
as one could not see properly out of the river gorge. Then,
finally, we emerged into the State of Kashmir, still the valley
of the Jhelum. but with the mountains falling back on each
side to leave a lovely stretch of country in which everything
grows to profusion and the colouring baffles thought. Srinagar,
the capital, stands on the Jhelum some 5,000ft. above sea
level; it has been called the Venice of the East. The river
itself seems to form the chief thoroughfare, crowded with
boats, mostly a sort of small barge covered over with a matting
framework, the home of its inhabitants. The houses are built
right overlooking the water with frequent steps leading up
between them to the road above. The most famous bridge
across the river is one constructed of logs.
The Kashmiri, himself or herself, is good looking and of
an almost ruddy complexion, which can be seen under the
brown of the skin.
The young girls are distinctly pretty
according to European standards.
The men are wonderful
craftsmen, unrivalled in wood carving, lacquer work, papier
mache, and various types of jewellery and metals. They also
make lovely designs in silk on cloth and so forth. It is a
great treat to stop at one of the landing places, mount the
steps, and then enter one of those ramshackle houses over
looking the river.
One has to keep a close hold on one's
pursestrings as the wares are so very attractive—just what
one wants oneself as well as what one's girl is praying for.
They weave also good cloth called "puttoo."

of Ceylon, and a delightful centre for all sorts of expeditions
and picnics. One of the amusing things we used to do at
off times at Tangmurg was to go down into the Ferozpur
nullah and flsh
for snowtrout. Certain officers laid out a
golf course beside the camp; it was very sporting, but, luckily
then golf balls were procurable.
Our hill ponies were an unceasing source of amusement.
They are very small and it appears to be cruelty to animals
to ride them. However, that is far from the truth.
They can
go on interminally, at a sort of run, stopping at intervals when
least expected. The harness is of the most rudimentary, and
it is quite usual for the bridle to break, the girths to give,
and the stirrup to come off on the foot. This can be most
inconvenient when riding down a steep slope or along the
side of the "khud" (steep valley) always on the outside.
I
remember once coming up smartly to the Colonel and being
precipitated suddenly at his feet by the girths snapping and
the saddle coming over the pony's head. It was at the bottom
of a steep descent, I recall, by a little stream, but luckily,
soft falling.
One morning my bearer entered my tent at dawn and
called me to come out at once to see a sight rarely seen. On
arriving at the edge of the camp facing north over the valley.
I found others collected. In the clear morning air we had
a glorious view right over the Jhelum Valley to the mountains
beyond, and there, towering to the sky, was Nanga Parbat,
the 26.000ft giant of Kashmir. Owing to atmospheric condi
tions it is usually impossible to see the mountain, but on
that morning it was visible for a few minutes, and the eye
travelled up and up over the vast snow fields
and on to the
huge precipice towards the peak. The sight of this uncon
querable monster is something that I, for one. will never
forget, an imperishable memory of supreme grandeur.
Several officers had cars which they "garaged" at the end
of the metalled road below the camp. It was an easy run all
down hill into Srinagar, but one had to be careful. Report
said that to kill a woman cost 15 to 25 rupees, but to kill a
cow meant leaving the country. The Kashmiris are Mahom
medans, but their Maharajah is of Hindu religion and very
strict.
At last the course ended, and we all went our separate
ways.
Personally, mine led me for a fortnight's leave to
Gulmurg where the season was in full swing.
One last memory of tlie hills. It is a ride from railhead
to Kasauli, on to Subathu and thence to Simla, not by the
modern motor way, but by the old road across the hills; and,
best of all, it was done alone.
A further article in this interesting series of reminiscences
is promised by Captain Norman for the June edition.
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THE

CAMPAIGN

IN

The American campaign in the Philippines is still in full
progress at the date (midFebruary) when these lines are being
written, but the capture of the capital, Manila, marks a stage
at which it is suitable to survey it as far as it has gone.
It began on October 20th with a landing in force on Leyte
Island, the most westerly of a group of three commanding the
eastern entry into the central channel through the chain of
islands. This first landing was entirely successful, and seemed
to presage a rapid completion of the conquest of the island,
but these hopes were disappointed.
The Japanese in the
interior put up a steadfast and ferocious resistance, and made
repeated attempts to send in convoys of reinforcements, all of
which, however, were destroyed or driven off by the American
air and naval forces guarding the approaches. Nevertheless, a
second landing on the west side of Leyte, and its consequent
complete isolation from all further possibility of help from
outside was needed to finish off the business and finally bring
about the island's conquest.
The enemy, who had expected the first American attack
on Mindanoa, the southernmost large island of the Philippines,
reacted quickly, and by October 25th the first reinforcements
reached the Leyre garrison. Heavy rain helped to slow down
the invaders' advance, which became difficult, with heavy
equipment confined to soft tracks; a few Japanese parachute
troops dropped in eastern Leyte also caused considerable
trouble before they were finally
rounded up. Nevertheless, the
second landing in Ormoc Bay on the west side of the island
quickly led to the destruction of the garrison, isolated as it
was thenceforward by the American naval and air control of
the surrounding waters. The worst shock to the enemy was
probably the fact that the undue prolongation of the fighting
on Leyte caused no delay in the next stage of the American
offensive, the landing on Mindoro on December 12th. This was
an extremely bold move, for the convoys had to thread the
whole of the 600milelong central channel through the Philip
pines, moving first southwards through the Surigao Strait
across Mindanoa Sea and thence northwards up the Sulu Sea
and through Mindoro Strait to the beachheads at San Jose,
situated only 150 miles from Luzon island, the main seat of
Japanese power in the Philippines.
The enemy had many
clusters of airfields in the islands on either side of this route,
but the convoy, though heavily attacked, suffered little harm,
and once the beachhead had been firmly
established, close
cover could quickly be given from the new airstrips rapidly
constructed in it. These airstrips were drier, and thus more
easily built and generally serviceable in all weathers, than
those on Leyte.
Once again the Japanese High Command,
which had expected the next attack against Cebu or Luzon,
was caught unawares by the landing on Mindoro, and by this
landing the hostile positions in the Philippines were cut clean
in two. American control over the waters in the heart of the
group, as well as of those outside it, was thenceforward firmly
established, and a jumpingoff base was acquired within close
range of Luzon. General MacArthur's next objective. The first
landing on Luzon was made halfway up its western side in
Lingaven Gulf, 100 miles north of Manila, the capital.
A million tons of shipping were comprised in the convoys,
which carried everything a modern army could require, from
amphibious tanks to the latest pattern of rations and wound
dressings; and a powerful naval escort guarded their passage.
The initial landing was followed by several others, timed to
take place successively as the main American forces drove down
the LingavenManila road; one on the western shore of the
Lingaven Gulf held off the Japanese in that area from striking
at its right flank, while the main force itself threw out detach
ments northwards towards San Fernando to guard its left.
Later, when the main body was approaching Manila, a new
landing took place in Subic Bay, on the west coast of the
island just north of the Bataan peninsula, and thrust rapidly
eastwards to seal off the Japanese forces in that area. Finally,
on February 2nd yet another took place on the south shore
of Manila Bay. Thys the way was kept open for the drive
direct on Manila itself, which was first entered on February 4th
and passed entirely into American hands a few days later,
though only after some severe street fighting.
The Japanese still hold large areas of Luzon, Indeed more
than half, for the northern part beyond San Fernando and the
eastern and southern sectors had not yet been attacked by the
Americans. But the forces at General MacArthur's disposal
were now largely superior to anything that his foe. General
Yamashita, could put against them; it is calculated that of
the 225,000 Japanese in the Philippines last October, more
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than 130,000 had been disposed of in the three months' cam
paign up to the fall of Manila. With that great city, port,
and naval and air base in American hands, it will be possible
for the Allied fleets
to strike at and cut all the Japanese sea
routes through the China Sea, and thus to isolate all the rich
territories occupied by the enemy from the Dutch East Indies
to the Solomons. Traffic between Japan and these territories
must now go no longer by sea past Formosa, but by the longer
and far more laborious land routes through south China,
French IndoChina, Thailand, and Tenasserim.
This is not to say that the Allied task, even in the Philip
pines, is yet anything like concluded. Large forces of Japanese
have still to be evicted or destroyed, and this process may take
considerable time and will certainly not be accomplished with
out severe fighting
and possibly heavy casualties. But it is
clear that the main and decisive part of the work has been
accomplished with the fall of Manila and the destruction of
more than half the Japanese strength in the Philippines.
There can. moreover, be no exaggerating the deep moral and
spiritual inspiration with which the American people has been
filled by the news that General MacArthur and his soldiers are
once more back on the scene of their heroic efforts and generous
sacrifices of three years ago, and have recovered the sacred
soil which they then lost, and where so many of their comrades
lie buried.

1"

BOXING
I.T.C. INTERCOMPANY

NOVICES' FINAL

The final of the intercompany novices' boxing competition
was contested in the Gymnasium, Invicta Lines, on March 7th,
when "C" Company met "B" Company in a series of nine
bouts: the result of the match depended on the last bout—
the welterweight fight
between Pte. Gibbons and Pte. Arris
—when Gibbons proved the master and won inside the dis
tance, allowing his company the right to hold the handsome
bracket chiming clock until the next series of bouts, and his
team mates the better choice of medals.
Colonel P. L. M. Wright. T.D., D.L., kindly presented the
prizes.
Before the team boxing commenced an enlightening demon
stration of the method of judging Army boxing—fair and foul
blows, what should and should not be done—was given by
Q.M.S.I. Eveleigh and S./I. Jones of the A.P.T.C., with Capt.
J. Carter commentating.
RESULTS
Featherweight (1st string)—Pte Robbins ("B") beat Pte.
O'Connor ("C") on points after three fast rounds. The loser
although the better boxer, was very short with his leads and
left it too late.
Pte. Harrison ("C") with a useful right
uppercut. well won his bout with Pte. Mullock ("B").
Lightweight (1st string)—Pte. Payne ("C") outpointed Pte.
Johnson ("B"). The winner possessed a good left lead and
the longer reach and was just ahead at the end.
Pte. Elsey
("B") made the scoring of the teams even at the interval with
six points each with a well deserved win over Pte. Wilton ("C").
Pte. Howe ("C") with the aid of his superior twohanded work
won over Pte. Moore ("B") after a good fight.
Welter (2nd string)—Pte. Bradbury ("C") put his team
further ahead with a points win over Pte. Payne. The winner
hit freely with both hands and won well.
Pte. Cook ("B"),
the faster man. outpointed Pte. Simmonds ("C") after a fine
fight.
Some hard hitting was indulged in, and both men
used both hands to advantage.
Middleweight (1st string)—Pte. Coupland ("B") did fine
work for his team when, with the shorter reach, he outpointed
Pte. Elliston ("C"), and brought the score level. It was not
until the last round that Ellteton realised what could be done
with a longer left lead, but Coupland by that time had made
the issue safe with closequarter work in the two previous
rounds.
Welterweight (1st string)—Those who had seen Pte.
Gibbons
("C") in the eliminating bouts knew that his
opponent was in for a rough time, and Pte. Arris ("B") put
up a plucky show against a superior man. until the referee
stopped the bout in the third round after Arris had been
down four times.
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Where the airborne become " chairborne " — where
Commandos turn clubmen — where Service women find
relaxation — where " At Ease " is the order of the day.
Where ? In Naafi Clubs, of course.
In these new clubs, a variety of comforts and amusements
awaits the Service man and woman — luxurious lounges,
wellstocked libraries, quiet reading and writingrooms,
cheerful taverns, gamesrooms, cafeterias, baths and showers
and barber's shops, dances, cabarets, religious services,
discussion groups, debates and lectures. Each club has a
mending and darning service, and electric irons are available.
The cost of establishing these clubs is borne entirely by
Naafi — yet another way in which Naafi provides amenities
for the Forces.
Naafi

HA&H
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BSLL BROWN, CORPORAL TWEENIE . . . AND ME.

THE OLD AND BOLD IN THE HOME GUARD.
Seems a long time since we handed in our kit . . . and
it don't look like we shall be reissued with any of it now,
does it? Pity they've forgotten the gratuities, though. Still,
the boots'll come in useful in the garden. Don't know what
to do with the cap yet, but guess the kids'll want to play
soldiers and'll fight
over who shall wear it, so anyway, it'll
help to foster the offensive spirit.
Fancy, by the time this is in print, we shall have been
"stood down" four months! And has time hung on our hands?
You ask Bill Brown.
"Me? Not know what to du wid me? I don't know now
how I managed to find
the blinkin' time to du them darn
parades and duties. Anyway, half of 'em was during bed
time, 'specially them Sunday mornin* stunts. 'Course, I miss
y'u chaps and your chaff and the little bits of excitement. But
I ain't lonesome yet . . . No. Y'u needn't pity me. Pity them
eight'undredayear fulltimers, what's 'ad to report back to
their own units, where they won't be such big bugs as they
blinkin'well think they are. Y'u and me, we know 'em, eh?
. . . Mind y'u, it's only one 'ere and there what deserves what
I'm wishin' 'im.
"Me? No, I'm quite content to be stood down . . . and I
guess that goes for most of us old 'OmeGuardsmen."
Well! There you have it, by "One of Us."
Yes, the curtain's down, it seems, on the FINALE.
And we had a full cast for the final scene on the Third of
December—a 95% parade, in fact . . . with an offsea gale
driving a dirty drizzle before it, so we thought it was pretty
good.
Of course, we started off with a good hefty lunch—praised
be the W.V.S.—with a galaxy of guest artists.
Chief
among them the Battalion Commander (and
"Supers"), His Worship the Mayor (and his many "Supers"),
not to mention THE Super—couldn't leave out the Man in
Blue . . . and all who had speaking parts were brief and to
the point and happyphrased.
No wonder, then, that we really did make a brave and
big show when we fell in and marched past the C.O.
Altogether a really representative farewell with the crowd
scenes the largest we had had since Dunkirk.
The Band, good chaps, all 28 of 'em, did one of their
best day's work of the war and blew most heartily through the
whole five miles of the old home town that we traversed, to
give the folk their last look at their Home Guard grandads,
dads, husbands, sons and sweethearts.
And so, as Old Pepys would have said, to the Hall of Drills,
whereat Good Mistress Nash (Major Twerp's spouse), with
sundry maidens, wenches and fellowspouses, had prepared a
monstrousgood tea.
But of this we partook not for some moments, the whiles
our senior and most beloved officer, having on his shoulders
borne for twice two years such responsibilities as were com
plementary to his high office of Military Commander, bade us,
his faithful minions, such a farewell as must have caused
teardrops to fall but that we be stouthearted and of a mind
so to continue unto the accomplishment of our task. Which
with his final
dismissal was thus determined.
Thence to the tables. And none that were not thankful
indeed to partake of such confections; and, of praise for the
providers, as of the provender, full.
At the hour appointed and in good humour as is the fed
man, we repaired to the West Wing, there to join to do
honour to our O.C. in farewell, this day being, as it so befell,
also the anniversary of his birth. Thus was a double event
to be acclaimed and celebrated in due fashion as is the custom
in the land.
A gift which much delighted the receiver (none other than
a case of pipes of the ancient and renowned house of Dunhill)
and the wherewithal without which they be useless, unto
which gift each and every had contributed but a mite, which
yet in the total sum became great, was by a simple private
soldier of service long and good, presented to him conveying
therewith the good regards of all ranks.
Thus was service suitably rewarded, rendering more tender
a heart ever human, to such degl'ee that forthwith came the
order that the beerselling should commence thus soon, one
good hour before the normal custom warranteth. Which much
delighted them that had the desire to make the hay whiles
the sun shone.
This being done with such assiduousness, the seller of
the beers betook himself to his wifely bed at a most pernicious
early hour, being hoarse with his shouting of the cry "SOLD
OUT."
Tho' that was our last parade, we haven't gone out of
business.

There was the Christmas Party for the kiddies of the
members of the Home Guard. Never was the Drill Hall so
full of happy beings, just under four hundred of 'em, in fact!
Which goes to show, now that they're back, what a big job
of work that evacuation was in the exciting days of faroff
1940 . . . and what a good thing it was, bearing in mind how
many more casualties there would have been without it.
It goes to show, too, that the age of miracles isn't yet
over—else how, in these days of strict rationing, would we have
been able to give 'em the jolly good feed that they set about
with such gusto? Dear Old Turks, that let us down so badly
on the miniature range, as I told you last time, was the Arch
Magician, so now his stock of credit is as high as his stock
of food is low.
And the scenic artists, Bandy Barratt and Co.. did then
usual stuff with the bunting, etc., to such effect that it was
almost a prewar Xmas.
Prickly Rose and Sergt. Maurleigh saw to the Entertain
ment. 'Null sed! Just the stuff the kiddies wanted.
Did they enjoy themselves? I should say. In the end,
we had a job to get 'em to go home!
They're not the only ones to have their bit of fun. Each
platoon and each specialist section has had its "do"—the old
spirit of comradeship still clings strongly.
Naturally, No. 7 (Sigs.) Platoon had theirs. But, equally
naturally, it had to be "different."
For a start, the "Other Ranks" got in first
and took the
show in hand. Their Officers were to be their guests and not
their hosts. Secondly they didn't choose one of the "locals"
—they fixed
up at the Cafe de Blank, and the Cafe de Blank
lived well up to its reputation for good food even in these
hard times.
Of course, it w o u l d snow like hell that night, but even
so, 29 out of our 36 possibles were there—and of the absentees
two were on duty and three on the sick list.
With Tweenie in the chair and his little committee of
Freddie Pile and Tufty Atkinson, the arrangements were tied
up just as neatly as one would expect.
Dear Old Peggory, goodhearted soul that he is, was the
nearest to tears that I've ever seen him, when he got up to
say his word of thanks and his acknowledgment of the com
pliment which our "Platoon of all the Gongs" (56 ribbons on
show that night) had paid us by making us their guests and
by saying the nice things they had, that evening.
And ME; well, as I toid 'em, many's the time I've gone
home hoarse from lecturing them on the intricacies
of
"banana, banana"—their name for our wireless activities—but
it was devilish hard on that occasion to find fluent
phrases.
Looking around, it struck me what a crosssection of
humanity those 29 chaps represented . . . gathered together
as comrades, friends, colleagues . . . and fellowsufferers; some
who'd had a job to raise the wind to pay their whack that
night; some who could have bought up the Cafe, lock, stock
. . . and barrels . . .
The two exColonels, one with a marketgardener'sman
and a removal contractor as neighbours, the other with the
coalman and the Borough Accountant's Assistant as his—the
builder's labourer—the expork
butcher—poacher—yeoman
(Bill Brown, to wit)—Mac., the tea planter—Ring. exC.I.D.—
the Coop vanman—"Sailor" Willoughby—Jack 'Obbs, the job
binggardener—and the others. What a mixture; but what a
blend!
And the unfortunate absentees—the solicitor's managing
clerk—the painter—the gasfitter, and, most regrettable of all,
"Holy" Barnes, the baker, on duty baking our tomorrow's bread.
He, who had so many times produced such a good feed for us
in the most adverse conditions, couldn't be there to enjoy an
ideal meal with us, under ideal conditions.
Ah well! maybe he'll be there next year, 'cos there w i l l
be another then.
That's that! But we've still got something else coming
along—The Ladies' Night. Can't let the unit disperse without
our tribute to the mothers, wives and sweethearts who've put
up with our many absences from home, sometimes with nasty
things happening, with fortitude and without more than a
mild grumble.
We're not so sure that often they did not get "the dirty
end of the stick." Anywaf1, we're going all out to give 'em
a real good "do" in a week or so.
"Things is moving now," as Bill Brown has it, and we
shall soon be getting snaps of our sons keeping "The Watch
on the Rhine" on the Hohenzollern Bridge, to put on the
mantelpiece beside the one of their Dad doing ditto!
So, here's wishing you all, "Good Luck" from us Home
Guard chaps, especially from BILL BROWN, CORPORAL
TWEENIE . . . AND ME.
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"Quo Fas et Gloria Ducunt."
BATTLE HONOURS BORNE ON THE REGIMENTAL COLOUR "
The Sphinx, superscribed "Egypt"
"Vimiera," "Corunna," "Almaraz." "Vittoria," "Pyrenees,"
"Nive," "Orthes," "Peninsula," "Funniar," "Moodke*.
"Ferozeshah," "Aliwal," "Sobraon," "Alma,". "Inkerman," "Sevastopol," "Lucknow," "New Zealand," "Egypt, 1882,"
"Nile, 188485," "South Africa, 190002," "Afghanistan, 1919."
BATTLE HONOURS BORNE ON THE KING'S COLOUR:
"Mons," "Ypres, 1914, '15, '17, '18," "Hill 60," "Somme, 1916, '18," "Vimy, 1917," "Italy, 1917, '18," "Gallipoli, 1915."
"Gaza," "Defence 'of Kut A1 Amara," "Sharqat."
THE GREAT WAR BATTLE HONOURS—18 BATTALIONS:
"Mons," "Le Cateau," "Retreat from Mons," "Marne, 1914," "Aisne, 1914," "La Bass$e, 1914," "Messlnes, 1914, '17,"
"Ypres, 1914. *16, '17, *18/" "Hill 60," "Gravenstafel," "St. Julien," "Frezenberg," "Loos." "Somme, 1916, '18'
"Albert, 1916, *18," "Bazentin," "Delville Wood," "Pozi^res," "Guillemont," "FlersCourcelette," "Morval," "Thiepval,"
"Le Transloy," "Ancre Heights," "Ancre, 1916, '18," "Arras, 1917, *18,'" "Vimy, 1917," "Scarpe, 1917," "Oppy."
"Pilckem," "Langemarck, 1917," "Menin Road," "Polygon Wood," "Broodseinde," "Passchendaele," "Oambrai, 1917, '18,"
"St. Quentin," "Rosieres," "Avre," "Villers Bretonneux," "Lys." "Hazebrouck," "Kemmel," "Amiens," "Bapaume, 1918,"
"Hindenburg
Line,"
"Ep6hy,"
"Canal
du
Nord," "St. Quentin Canal," "Courtrai," "Selle," "Sambre,"
"France and Flanders, 191418," "Italy, 1917, '18," "Suvla," "Landing at Suvla," "Scimitar Hill," "Gallipoli,. 1915,"
"Rumanl." "Egypt, 191516." "Gaza," "El Mughar," "Jerusalem," "Jericho," "Tell 'Asur," "Palestine, 1917, '18,"
"Defence of Kut A1 Amara," "Sharqat," Mesopotamia, 191518."
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COMMITTEE:
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Battalion Representatives, including Affiliated Battalions.
Gravesend—Mr. G. H. Rich, 31a, Southhill House, Southhill
Mr. L. Pyrke, 121, High Street, Bromley, Kent.
Road, Gravesend.
Mr R. B. L. Hill, M.C., 32, Garden Road, Bromley.
London—Mr. W. Snell, 3, Malta Road, Leyton, E.10.
Mr! A. E. Scrase, 12, Falcon Street, E.O.I.
Maidstone—Captain A. C. L. Thomas, Quarry Farm, East
Mr. Stanford, 10, Bramble Close, Maidstone, Kent.
Farleigh, Maidstone, Kent.
Mr. L. W. Dawson, 6, Bramley Way, West Wickham, Kent.
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Mr. G. D. Draycott, 70, Bellingham Road, Catford, S.E.6.
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Social and Personal
A letter was received ill May from Major W. H. G. Goater,
D.S.O., M.C., who is now in charge oi one of the main transit
railhead centres for displaced persons with the B.L.A.
The
going is very hard, but the job is interesting, and he con
siders, and we agree, that he is doing a good job in helping to
put right some of the ravages of war. A considerable number
of people who were inmates of the horror camps have passed
through his hands, and no words can describe the deplorable
condition of body and mind which these unfortunates are in
—it has to be seen to be believed.
Major Goater sends his sincerest good wishes to all, and
lie looks forward to letters From any friends in the Regiment.
His official address is: 522 Military Government Detachment,
B.L.A., and his home address: 2, Warren Avenue, Richmond,
Surrey.
Wc heard from Captain B. C. Chandler ("Corn Chandler")
telling us that he is rather fedup to be unable to work with
the Regiment owing to unfitness, but a cheerful note was his
information given of his engagement to Miss Winifred Baldry.
He expects to be married in the autumn.
A large number of returned prisoners of war have called
in the Depot and all appeared to be in very high spirits. Prom
the many stories told one is left with the feeling that the name
of the Regiment has been well and truly maintained by these
in captivity.
We have seen a booklet written by the Secretary of the
Past and Present Association, which has been printed for issue
to each man before he leaves the Disposal Unit on demobiliza
tion in order that all may know the objects of the Association.
The arrangements for dealing with the reception and dis
posal of repatriated prisoners of war and for the release of
men to civilian life have obviously been very carefully organized
and appear to be working well.
If those concerned take a reasonable interest in the instruc
tions issued any worries that may arise can be dealt with
efficiently.
The size of the problem should be appreciated and every
effort be made to assist those operating the schemes.
It is hoped that now the war in Europe is finished
we
may receive some details from Battalions for publication in the
"Queen's Own Gazette." At present material is scarce; there
must be many good stories that can now be told.
Pte. E. Lampard returned from abroad after seven years'
service overseas and asked us in a letter if his father.
A/R.S.M. A. Lampard, is the only member of the original 4th
Battalion still serving. He transferred from the 1st Volunteer
Battalion in April, 1908, when the Territorial Army came into
being, and is still in the Regiment.
An interesting query
which we would like to know the answer. Perhaps some
correspondence will be forthcoming on the subject.

The Post Baa

COLONEL

R.

0.

PULVERMAN,

O.B.E.

Colonel Pulverman was born on October 16tli, 1899, and
was educated at Dulwich. Prom the R.M.C. he was commis
sioned to The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment in
July, 1919. Employed with the Royal Tank Corps from July.
1920, to March. 1924, he afterwards was Adjutant of the 2nd
Battalion. Royal West Kent Regiment, from January, 1931,
to December. 1933. He saw active service in Iraq during the
last war, and holds the medal and clasp for that campaign.
He was commander of the 2nd Battalion in Malta, and
for his services during the European War was awarded the
Order of the British Empire. Now employed on the staff at
the War Office.
NUMBER ONE IN THE ARMY,

General Sir Charles BonhamCarter, G.OfB., C.M.G., D.S.O.,
Shrivenham House, Shrivenham, Berkshire.
Major W. II. G. Goater, D.S.O., M.C., 522 Military Government
Detachment, B.L.A.
Home address: 2, Warren Avenue,
Richmond, Surrey.
Captain B. C. Chandler, c/o 29, Ellesmere Road. London, W.4.

OUR

CONTEMPORARIES.

The Editor acknowledges
contemporaries:—

with

thanks

The Royal Army Ordnance Corps Gazette.
St. George's Gazette.
The Green Howards Gazette.
The Dragon.
The Kent Messenger.
British Legion Journal.
The Tank.
The Royal Army Service Corps.
The Sapper.
The Snapper.
The Globe and Laurel.

the

following

In all his 76 years of life Robert Bartlett, of SLudland
Road. Hammersmith, never claimed fame, according to the
"Evening Standard."
With his recent death, sitting in a chair in his bedroom,
his number, not his name, makes news.
Robert Bartlett, an Army pensioner of the Royal West
Kent Regiment, had an Army number of which he was very
proud.
It was Number One.
FOOTNOTE. — When one soldier leaves the regiment
another may be given his number
FOOD PARCELS FOR S.E.A.C.
A parcel of foodstuffs can now be sent to Service men
in Burma and India by friends and relatives in this country.
The parcels, packed in hermetically sealed tins, contain
sweets, biscuits, lamb and green peas, raisins or sultanas, and
a cake or plum pudding.
If you wish to send a parcel, consult the local Citizens'
Advice Bureau, nominate the friend or relative in S.E.A.C. to
whom you wish to send the parcel, and pay 7s. to defray costs.
Labels will be written in this country, and then ilown to
Australia, where the parcels are already packed.
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In Recognition of Gallant and Distinguished Services in
Burma:—
MILITARY CROSS
Lieut. C. K. Rooke (attached 6th Gurkha Rifles, I.A.).

Honours and Awards
In Recognition of Gallant and Distinguished Services in
NorthWest Europe:—
BAR TO MILITARY CROSS
Major (temporary) David Bedford Rooke. M.C. (67174).
MILITARY CROSS
Lieut. John McCracken McNair (324934).
Mentioned in Recognition of Gallant and Distinguished
Services in NorthWest Europe:—
Lieut.Colonel (temp.) H. M. O. Knox (91277).
Lieut.Colonel (acting) H. O. Hinton (56323).
Major (temp.) P. E. Crook (68434).
Major (temp.) D. B. Rooke. M.C. (67174).
Lieut. H. P. Norgate (268930).
Mentioned in Recognition of
Services in the Field:—

14604363 Pte.
Service Troops).
14604144 Pte.
Service Troops).

MILITARY MEDAL
James Thomas Coker

(attached

Special

George

(attached

Special

Henry

Webb



HIS MAJESTY'S BIRTHDAY HONOURS
ORDER OF THE BRITISH

EMPIRE

Additional Officer (Military Division)

Gallant and Distinguished

Capt. (temp.) J. E. Tonkin, M.C. (200156).

Lieut.Colonel (temp.) George Edward Hudson, M.C., T.D.
(70730).
Additional Member (Military Division)
Major George Evelyn Lucas Pardington, T.D. (7527).
t"

In Recognition of Gallant and Distinguished Services in
Italy:—
ORDER OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE
(Additional Member of the Military Division)
Major (temp.) John Herbert Douglas Sibree, M.C. (98453).
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE ORDER
Lieut.Colonel (temp.) Gordon Kenneth Defrates,
(174434).
Major (temp.) John Ernest Grlmsey (129647).

M.C.

MILITARY CROSS
Lieut. Ronald Henry Hoyle (288769).
Capt. (temp.) Jack Ronald Nixon (93254).
Capt. L. S. C. Dunmall.
THE EFFICIENCY DECORATION
Capt. (temp. Major) T. Kenyon (41984).
BAR TO THE DISTINGUISHED CONDUCT MEDAL
6345039 Sgt. Arthur Sidney Obbard, D.C.M., M.M.
DISTINGUISHED CONDUCT MEDAL
W.O. (Class II.) A. R. Worsley.
BAR TO MILITARY MEDAL
5346996 L.Cpl. William Frederick Cull, M.M.
MILITARY MEDAL
6347811 C.Q.M.S. William George Thomas Smith.
6346380 Sgt. Edward John Waterliouse.
6344925 Sgt. (acting)) Thomas Edmund Lee.
6348231 Sgt. (acting) John Henry Moore.
5502731 Cpl. (acting) Francis Richard Veron.
14566034 Pte. Ernest Carson.
5617263 Pte. Sidney Charles Dyer.
5727268 Pte. Alfred Cecil Fry.
6346364 Sgt. James Marsh.
895225 Sgt. John Henry Gibbons.
4745002 Pte. Cyril Blanchard Coleman.
3659767 Cpl. Samuel Moss Lightfoot.
Mentioned in Recognition of Gallant and Distinguished
Services in Burma and on the Eastern Frontier of India:
Major (temp.) P. E. M. Shaw (72421).
Major (acting) F. T. Jeffries (130154) (attached Gold Coast
Regiment).
6342279 C.Q.M.S. N. Hales.
6401983 Sgt G. F. Boxwell (killed in action).
6405684 Sgt. R. J. King, D.C.M.
6346481 Sgt. A. C. Thrift.
817558 Sgt. P. S. Ward.
6346874 Sgt. R. P. Wells.
6345092 Sgt. (acting) L. G. H. Clarke.
6410118 L.Cpl. R. H. Mayo.
6350159 Pte. W. Glover.
6349941 Pte. L. G. Harris (now A.C.C.)
6349233 Pte. C. H. Underdown.

LIEUT.COLONEL A. J. COE.
His many friends, past and present members of the Regi
ment, will be pleased to hear of the promotion of Lieut.Colonel
(Q.M.) A. J. Coe.
By a coincidence his promotion to LieutenantColonel oc
curred on the 40tli anniversary of his joining the Regiment
as a drummer boy on the 17th March, 1905.
Lieut.Colonel Coe was for nearly six years Regimental
SergeantMajor of the 2nd Battalion, and had the unique
experience of serving as Quartermaster of both the 1st and
2nd Battalions, as well as at the regimental Depot.
He is still serving at the Staff College, Senior Wing, Minley
Manor, Camberley. where he has had much pleasure in meet
ing and comforting several members of the Regiment who have
attended Staff College courses.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Joint Council House,
12, Grosvenor Crescent,
London, S.W.I.

To the Editor, The Queen's Own Gazette,
Dear Sir,—As Chairjnan of the St. John and Red Cross
Emergency Help Committee, which exists to assist exService
men and women who may be in distress on account of sickness
or wounds resulting from their service, I am writing to you
to request your help in making the Committee's work known.
As Editor of a service publication, I am sure you will
appreciate that it may be of considerable importance to your
readers, who are or have been in the services and may one
day be in a position of needing "emergency help." In these
circumstances I am taking the liberty of enclosing a short
article defining the work of the Organisation, with the hope
that you will find room for its publication in your journal.
I would like to make clear that the object is not to
encourage financial support, since ample funds are provided
by the Joint Committee of St. John and British Red Cross
Society, nor even to obtain background publicity by editorial
means for such assistance. The Committee is simply anxious
that the existence and nature of its work shall become more
widely known to all Service and exService people and. to those
interested in, and connected with them, so that all who are
eligible for, and in need of, our help may be aware that it
is readily available and how they can obtain it.
If you wish to have further information, please apply to
Mrs. JervisRead, the Acting Secretary, Emergency Help Com
mittee, at the above address, who will be only too pleased
to supply it.
Yours faithfully,
R. BROOKEPOPHAM, Chairman.
To the Editor, The Queen's Own Gazette,
Dear Sir,—May I take, this opportunity to acknowledge
receipt of the March copy of the Regimental Magazine, so I
thank you. Re my previous letter to you, I have not lost my
arm, I have lost the use of it. But have just recently had
two major operations on it. But now as I have had the best
surgeon in this area to do the "ops." I am hoping that it
will be quite a good arm in the near future, and that, sir, is a
great relief, after five years of waiting, so will you please
excuse the bad writing as1 have to write! with the "gammy"
arm.
Now. sir, I enclose a Postal Order for the sum of 10s., as
I wish to become a life member of our Regimental Association.
So. sir, will you see to it. Thank you.
Now, sir, I was married on November 18th, 1944, so will
it be possible to have notice of my marriage published in the
next copy of the "Buster," as I would like some of my, friends
to kniow. My wife's maiden name is Doris Elsie Holland, eldest
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Holland, of Drayton, Hampshire. My
Regimental No. was 6344300, and I was known in the Battalion
as Puffer (nickname, of course). My reason for telling you
this, sir, is, I lost touch of a very close friend when France
and Belgium fell in 1940.
, So, sir, do you think you could help me to gain, contact
with him. if you publish notice of my recent marriage, also
my military nickname. I would be much obliged if you could
assist me in some way. His dame and number is, or was,
Sgn. Charles F. Rye, Signal Section, H.Q. Company, 1st Battalion
R.W.K. Regiment. I am not sure of his number, I think it
was 6344042 or something similar; but of course, sir, the above
address is the 1st Battalion's address at the outbreak of the
war. His home was in Deal, Kent.
So now, sir, when the arm is much better I will write a
real letter and now with best wishes to you all at the. Depot.
I remain, yours very sincerely,
R. JAMES,
Ward B, Upper,
Queen Alexandra's Hospital,
Cosham, Hampshire.
P.S.—I am looking . forward very much to the first
Regimental Reunion after the war.

EMERGENCY HELP COMMITTEE
What would you do if you were disabled with a 30 per
cent.. pension and a good job—and your health broke, down
—and there were more instalments to pay on your furniture—
and another baby coming, with all the attendant expenses
and your wife unable to work because of it? This is a sad
tale and perhaps an unlikely one. but it might happen, and
it might happen to YOU.
One of these days you will be exServicemen. Some of
you during the period of your service life may contract ill
health, incur a bad physical accident or be wounded in action
and you will be discharged from the Army as disabled. It is
for disabled exservice men and women that the Emergency
Help Scheme of the Joint Committee of the Order of St. John
and the British Red Cross Society exists and functions, and
it is because one day you may be disabled and need help In
an emergency that information about their Scheme is given
in this journal.
Originally, the Scheme came into being in 1920 "in order
to assist sick and disabled men who are in distress in con
sequence of the war" and up to the end ,of 1943 more than
£1,600,000 had been, spent to this end on 19141918 exservice
men. In 1940 the plan was extended to include help for the
men and women disabled and discharged from service life in
this war, provided their applications for help conform to the
four general qualifications under which the scheme is
administered:
(a) The need must be connected with disablement;
(b) The applicant must have served either in the war
of 19141918, or'in the war of 19394—;v
(c) There must be a definite end in view;
(d) The proposed assistance must not be primarily within
the scope of some other Voluntary Fund or of a
Public Authority. (The Public Authority concerned
is usually the Ministry of Pensions; other Voluntary
Funds recognise the Emergency Help Scheme as the
proper one to deal with disability pensioners or men
and women awaiting decision on pension claims which
are deemed likely to succeed)..
If the applicant fulfils these four basic conditions the
Emergency Help Scheme can operate on his or her behalf in
a variety of ways. Financially, it can help during emergency
periods with recoverable advances against possible award, or
renewed or increased awards by the Ministry of Pensions. The
Scheme also provides maintenance allowances for men who
suffer a temporary breakdown due to their disability
with" a resulting loss of earning power, and will pay furniture
removals, travelling expenses and other items.
The Scheme lends a helping hand in all kinds of emer
gency situations—dental treatment, convalescence, clothing,
invalid diet, surgical and sickroom appliances.
One particularly useful service to limbless men—for which
there is a special fund—is the provision of motor units for
invalid chairs which are supplied by the Ministry of Pensions.
Wartime restrictions have for1 the time being, unfortunately,
limited the issue of these motors to men who either would
suffer in health from handpropelling the chairs, or. who need
them for journeying to their work.
The Scheme also provides business equipment or stock
for those within its scope who want to start a business of
their own. but operates only in those cases where the disability
prevents the applicant from taking advantage of any existing
Government training or rehabilitation scheme.
The most important aspect of the Emergency Help Scheme
Is that it lives up to its name—that help in an emergency is
always given to the deserving, however great or small that
help may be. Sometimes a train fare from London to Cardiff
will make just the difference to a man's existence, sometimes
it is a question of supplying him with two warm blankets or of
giving him the advice of experts on his postwar plans for a
new business in a newt town or of getting him fit to go back
tohis old job in his home town.
The Scheme specialises in help to the Disability Pensioner,
or to the man and womanwho are awaiting the decision of
the Ministry of Pensions, and does not overlap with the other
ExService Funds.
This, briefly, is the work of the Emergency Help Scheme.
There Is an E.H.C. Representative in every, county of England
and Wales, and a main office in Northern Ireland and Eire.
Application should be made to the appropriate County Repre
sentative, or to Headquarters. Emergency Help Committee, 12,
Grosvenor Crescent, London, S.W.I. They are there ready and
waiting to help YOU In case .the. need arises.
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BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & DEATHS
BIRTHS.
ALLEN—On the 13th March, 1945. at White'gate Drive, Black
pool, to the wife of Corpl. J. Allen, a daughter, Andrea
Averil.
BREEZE—On the 10th April, 1945, at Dagenham, Essex, to the
wife of Corpl. A. Breeze, a son, Michael Anthony.
BROOKS—On the 23rd February, 1945, at Gatley, Cheshire, to
the wife of Pte. W. Brooks, a son. David Robert.
CADDOCK—On the 16th February. 1945, at Newington, Lon
don, S.E.17, to the wife of Pte. G. Caddock, a sen, Raymond
Jrhn Owen.
COURT — On the 22nd March, 1945, at Harefield, Uxbridge.
Middlesex, to the wife of C.S.M. F. Court, a son, Edward
James Sydney.
DILLON—On the 22nd April, 1945. at Farnborough, Kent, to
the wife of Sergt. P. Dillon, a son. Peter Bernard.
ELLIOTT—On the 25th March, 1945, at Chiswick. to the wile
cf Corpl. L. Elliott, a daughter, Susan Mary Victoria.
GILES—On the 3rd April, 1945, at Maidstone, Kent, to the
wife of L/Cpl. R. Giles, a daughter, Carole Mary.
PACKMAN—On the 22nd March, 1945, at Halstead, Kent, to
the wife cf Cpl. E. Packman, a son. Roger William.
SIIRUBB—On the 19th March. 1945. at Collier Wood, London,
to the wife of Pte. Shrubb, a son, David Arthur.
MARRIAGES.
AKERS—WALKER—On the 24th March, 1945, at Huddersfield,
Yorkshire, L/Cpl. B. Akers to Nora May Walker.
ASKEW — ROO'rS — On the 14th April. 1945, at Chatham,
Pte. K. Askew to Freda Esther Alice Roots.
CULVERHOUSE — YOUNG — On the 31st March. 1945. at
North Acton, Middlesex, Pte. S. Culverhouse to Rosa
Young.
DAY—McIVOR—On the 31st March, 1945, at South Croydon,
Pte. J. Day to Clareene Alice Mclvor.
ELLARD — TOMSETT — On the 7th April, 1945, at Harrow,
Middlesex, Pte. G. Ellard to Amelia Mary Tomsett.
FIELDING—O'REILLY—On the 26th May, 1945, at Hamp
stend, Pte. J. Fielding to Mary Josephine O'Reilly.
FRYER—GEORGE—On the 7th April, 1945, at Maidstone, Kent,
C.S.M. E. Fryer to Phyllis Mary George.
GLASS—BROOKES—On the 10th March. 1945, at Maidstone,
Kent, Pte. C. Glass to Enid Florence Brookes.
GOODWIN—SNOWDEN—On the 21tli April, 1945, at Dartford,
Kent, Pte. C. Goodwin to Joan Snowden.
GOOZEE^—SINGLETON—On the 19th May, 1945, at Balham,
London, Pte. R. Goozee to Rhoda Elizabeth Singleton.
HARRISON — NESBITT — On the 24th May. 1945. at Percy,
Northumberland, Sergt. A. Harrison to Mary Nesbitt.
IIENNESSY—PARSONAGE—On the 13th March, 1945, at Cork.
Eire. Pte. J. Hennessy to Mary Parsonage.
HORNBY—WHITAKER—On the 17th March, 1945, at Castle
ton, Yorkshire, Cpl. W. Hornby to Joyce
Kathleen
Whi taker.
JAMES — HOLLAND — On tile 18th November, 1944. Pte. R.
James ("Puffer") to Doris Elsie Holland, eldest daughter
of Air. and Mrs. Holland, of Drayton, Hampshire.
LAMPARD—LAW—On the 10th March, 1945, at Tunbridge
Wells, Kent. Pte. G. Lampard to Beryl Joan Law.
PEARCE — BENNETT — On the 30th May, 1945, at Brentford,
Middlesex, Pte. J. Pearce to Joan Iris Bennett.
PHILLIPS—SPENCE—on May 19th. 1945, at St. Mary's Church.
Bromlev. Kent. Lieut. Brian C. Phillips. The Royal West
Kent Regiment, onlv son of Mr. and Mrs. Cheveley F.
Phillips, of Forest Hill, S.E.23, to Patricia Mary, twin
daughter of Flight Lieut, and Mrs. A. B. Spence, of Brom
ley, Kent.
FORTHCOMING MARRIAGES.
BASSETT—COHEN—The engagement is announced between
Captain Derek Bassett, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment, younger son of the late Mr. D. C. Bassett and
Mrs. Bassett, of Pipers Wait, Southborough, Tunbridge
Wells, and Barbara Joyce (Bunty). daughter of Dr. Bertram
Cohen. M.V.O. end Mrs. Cohen, of Ilillsdon. Sldmouth.
CHANDLER—BALDRY—The engagement is announced between
Captain B. C. Chandler, The Queen's Own Royal West
Kent Regiment, only son of Major C. J. G. Chandler O.B.E..
and of the late Mrs. Chandler, of Chiswick. and Winifred
Baldly, only daughter of Air. W. Ealdry. and of the late
Mrs. Baldrv, of Leeds.
DEATHS.
LOUTTON—On the 5th March. 1945, Pte. E. N. Loutton, died
at Preston Hall E.M.S. Hospital. Aylesford, Kent.

ON ACTIVE SERVICE.
CAMPBELL—On Alay 9th, 1945, in an aeroplane crash while
returning to this country from Oflag VII. B after five years
as prisoner of war, Lieut. P. A. T. W. B. (Pat) Campbell,
R.W.K. Regiment, son of the late William Betts Campbell,
and of Airs. Green, also brother of Iris and daddy of
Davida, Tudor House, Yateley.
IN MEMORIAM.
EURKE—In proud and very precious memory of our most
dearly loved son and brother, Michael (Mike), Major.
Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, serving with
Reconnaissance Corps, killed in action in Tunisia, May 6th,
1943, aged 23 years.
(Alcntioncd in Dispatches, Dunkirk,
1940),.
"To the world he was but one
To us he was all the world."
Without him there is shadow for ever
now. where once there was sun.
JUPP — To the glorious memory of our dearest son, Albert
Ernest Jupp, killed on 20th May, 1940, at Doullens.
All you had hoped for,
All you had. you gave.
To save mankind, yourselves you
Scorned to save.
The love that never falters.
The love that pays the price,
The love that makes undaunted
The final sacrifice.
TADMAN—In proud and cherished memory of a dearly beloved
husband and father, Edward Richard Tadman, Lieut.
(Q.M.) 6th Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, died
of wounds. May 24th, 1940. All our love. God bless.—
—Bess, Jean and Joyce.

PRISONERS OF WAR FUND
It gives us great pleasure to record in this issue of the
"Q.O.G." that our men are once again back in the Old Coun
try, after (in most cases) many years of captivity. Quite a
number have already been in to see us at the Barracks, and
they are all remarkably cheerful. Others — farther afield —
have written very appreciative letters, thanking everyone who
has helped with the fund.
Before closing, we should like to repeat our very sincere
thanks to all of those who have in many ways given their
support to the fund
R.L.
RECEIPTS
£ s. d.
Balance as last account
840 11 9
s
d
Donations:—
£  
Air. J. E. Sweeney
10 0
Mr. Fletcher
1 5 0
Miss Fletcher
 2 0 0
Mrs. Beale
1 0 0
Colonel R. WolfeFlanagan. D.S.O. ..
5 0 0
Mr. T. O'Brien
18 5 0
Colonel H. W. Styles, T.D
10 10 0
E. A. Gardner, Al.B.E.
I l l 6
Union Street Methodist Church
5 5 0
1
0
0
Airs. Doney
J. E. Wright
2 10 0
48 16 6
Subscriptions for Battalions, etc
29 7 r>
Proceeds of Dance and Raffle
12 18 0
Postal Orders for Chocolate returned from Red Cross 21 6 8
Collecting Boxes, Lt.Col. Howe
7 0
H.Q, Coy
2 8
£963 10
PAYMENTS
Goods for Personal Parcels
Cigarettes for Returned Prisoners
Post
Balance, Cash in Hand

£

0

s. d.

11 13

8

90

0

0

4

9

9

857 16

6

£963 10

0

COMFORTS FUND
We are still sending out consignments of cigarettes, books,
etc., to our Battalions overseas, and shall continue to do
this as long as the r.ced remains.
D.L.
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THE ROLL OF HONOUR
KILLED.
Lieuts. G. W. Ashmole, N. H. Woollven, T/Major G>. M. Dyas,
M.C., Lieut. F. T. Oxford, T/Lt.Col J. H. H. Whitty, D.S.O., M.C.,
Lieuts. T. R. C. Facey. T. J. O'Brien, W/Lieut. A. J. Burk,
T/Capt. P. J. Matthewman, 2/Lieut. R. D. G. Poole, Sgt. W. J.
Hughes, A /Cpl. R. G. Porter, L/Cpl. A'. S. Card, Ptes. J. E.
F/oskett, !R. Marshall, A. C. Mealing, A. E. Mott, F. L. Thomas,
A/Opls. B. L. Maunder, R. P. Rice. Ptes. R. Adams, W. Dix,
H. F. Hooley, H. A. Lamb, G. Morgans. G. R. Perrin, J. Cashman,
A/Cpl. I. J. Dexter, Ptes. A. H. Stevens. W. F. Turner, L. H.
Wonfor, A/Sgt. J. W. Baron. L/Cpl. H. W. Craven, Ptes. G. F.
Bright, H. E. G. Hedges, andJ. Morton, L/Cpls, E. A. Parsons.
F. L. Harris, Ptes. S. Burton, P. Colman. A. MeGrum, A. W.
Salter, W. E. Walker, F. L. Broughton. J. T. Collis, E. Harris,
G. H. Houlton, M. Neil, J. A. Ryan, A/Cpl. F. C. Tungate.
DIED OF WOUNDS.
Ptes. G. Snell, R. M. Trood. Opl. S. R. Kiddell. L/Cpl. G.
W. Dowling, Ptes. A. J. Hart, L. A..Henderson, and A. Penticost.
PREVIOUSLY REPORTED WOUNDED, NOW REPORTED
DIED OF WOUNDS.
Cpl. A. E. Miles.
DIED.
Ptes. R. R. Dudman. R. M. Fagnoni, W. O. Hemsley, Cpls.
IS. A. Howard and R. L. Lihou, L/Sgt. S. C. Hunt, Ptes. G. Had
ley, H. G. Lovell. E. S. Wocd.

WOUNDED.
Lieuts. D. Collins, K. G. Sanderson, L/Cpl. M. W. Woodly,
Ptes. C. D. Cook, R. /V Hayes, H. J. Leaver, T. Quartermain, K.
Troy. Sgt. H. Hare. Cpl. W. A. Shepherd, L/Cpls. W. Piatt, L. R.
Wickham, Ptes. R. G. E. Connolly, G. H. Large, G. F. Coles, W.
J. Hall, E. J. Langford, C. Perkins, V. A. F. Whittle, T. Cole
man, J. H. Hall, P. Knott, D. G. McVeigh, R. Scudamore, J. A.
Wells, L/Sgt. S. Vining. L/Cpl. H. L. G. Ivens, Ptes. G. F.
Burton, G. A. Deering, and F. A. Read. Cpl. A. K. Crow. L/Cpl.
A. A. Styles. Ptes. W H. Adams, R. Ellis, Jl. Howard, A. Long,
R. Rose, W. J. Walker. A/Sgts. E. H. Foreman and E. K. Roland.
Cpl. W. J. Styles. A/Cpls. W. G. Cross, S. J. Earl, C. W. Mason
and V. Collard, L/Cpls. R. F. Brooker. A. W. Roots, R. T. M.
Blatch, L. H. Crabb, T. Broadbent, T. W. Davies and E. E.
Smith. Ptes. R. Burns, R. G. Hitchens, J. Lodge, C. Medcraft.
A. L. Stroud. H. K. Walker, P. Carroll, E. R. D. Galiome, A.
Hunter, W. Lynch, S. C. Northaim, L. West, F. A. Bifield, E. M.
B. Cook, R. Cook, J. Harris, G. S. Lockyer, D. Rice, L. Smith,
E. W. Stancombe, S. Tonkin. F. G. Gregory, A. E. Leggett. D. W.
McDougall, L. C. Rabbatts and W. H. Taylor. Sgt. H. B. Collins.
A/Sgt. J. C. Le'.ver, L/Cpls. D. S. Ranger, R. P. Spragg, Ptes.
E. N. Bartlett, A. Brown, W. G. Doel, E. Grocutt, R. F. Maddorn,
J. R. Thomas, A. White. Sgt. F. R. Povey, Cpls. J. Kanem, L.
N. Rose, W/Cpl. R. Tillman, L/Cpls. H. G. Cushing, C. W.
Lawrence, G. Nevin, H. J. Smith, W.O.II. A. R. Worsley. Ptes.
E. Bisgrove, W. E. J. Burchett. F. G. Clarke. H. M. Cullen. J.
A. Downes, E. C. Ford, G. D. Harbour, A. H. Hogbin, G. L. T.
Jury, S. Lebon, L. R. Nunn, S. D. Parker, G. Tillman, N. O.
Weller, C. L. Barnes, R:. W. F. Boughton, C. W. Carley, A. T. F.
Clarke. R. 'R. Dodds, W. E. J. Fenton, T. E. H. Garrett, W. J.
Hubbard. M. C. Nicholls, D. Paton, W. E. Stapley, E. A. Whitcher,
C. J. Wright.

OFFICERS' PHOTOGRAPH
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— BATTALION.
There is not. really much one can say when the Companies
have said their pieces. Since our last contribution to the
Q.O.G. the scenery as well as the people we are in contact
with have changed, and. everyone is agreed, for the better.
We have been swept off our feet with kindness which will be
remembered well after many experiences in battle have been
forgotten, and one is made to feel that these people at heart
are truly thankful for our humble effort in the great, task of
liberating the enslaved peoples of the world.
Enough has been said here, the Companies are waiting to
have their say, so here is the first
to the platform, H.Q.
Company.
Headquarter Company
Once again sundry changes have occurred in "The Wing."
Basil Royal Dawson refreshed by his 10 months "leave" at
Q Branch, Div. H.Q. called in at H.Q. office, reorganised it and
then relieved Derek Scull as Adjutant.
Peter Mathewman was unlucky to receive his third wound
at
and we welcome Lt. Wescott as I.O.
Capt. L. M. Reid. R.A.M.C.. M.C., after his record breaking
term of over four years with the Battalion, has been posted to
the 94th (Br.) General Hospital.
Good luck to you, Louis,
and to Capt. L. F. Demetrius who has joined us from the Field
Ambulance.
Old Timer, the Revd. Albert Beaumont, R.A. Ch.D., also
has our best wishes on his posting to Corps H.Q. Today we
have welcomed our new padre, the Revd. D. V. Clatworthy.
Our very earnest congratulations go out to the following:
Capt. L. M. Reid. R.A.M.C., Military Cross: L.Cpl. Hermitage,
L.Cpl. Marchant, Military Medals; Capt. (Q.M.) R. C. E. Mines,
M.B.E., R.Q.M.S. Wilkins, Pte. Wainwright, Mentioned in
Despatches.
Easter, 1945, will long remain in our memories. A Battalion
Sports Meeting on Easter Monday brought to us a real Bank
Holiday atmosphere and was notable for outstanding perfor
mances by A Company on the track, some superb high jump
ing by Lt. P.
of the Greek National Guard, and Lt.
Thomas of C Company, who tied at 5ft. 3ins., and H.Q. Com
pany bullies who won the tugofwar.
Donkey races were a riot, and especially must our con
gratulations go to Joe Rose for the delicate handling of an
incident not on the programme.
Two sheep presented by the Prefect of the District and
the Mayor of the town, were roasted on the ground and
washed down with many gallons of Retsina.
Special mention must be made of L/Cpl. Patten, of the
Orderly Room, who
won the Divisional Short Story
Competition.
"DUKE."
Sergeants' Mess.
We've been about a bit during the past few months. The
vino we've soaked in. just as the messes we've messed in,
have been both varied and violent.
But now the strain has lessened and the lights have
somewhat brightened, we've found time to relax and write
in ragtime, of things both routine and riotous.
Yes, we enjoyed to our full a few weeks of the big city.
We had our photograph taken, a real slapup one. We dined
in style and danced many a mile around the local halls.
Our own dance was the greatest success of a grand
festival season. All credit is due to the organisers and to
the A.C.C. caterers, not forgetting the "old dear" who stepped
in and made away with a haul of delicacies.
Now we've become rural again: Sgt. Bill Thorogood adrift
from the "Demon Vino," consorts, away out in the interior
with goats and such sundry livestock. Our colleagues of "D"
Company bask in seaside sunshine.
But nevertheless the
R.S.M. still has his stampingground. The Local Square is no
longer the promenade of the people, but his own circus of
smartness. We are proud to report that, in spite of this, and

other high pressure events, the R.Q.M.S. remains calm and
unperturbed, "What a man!"
We've lived down a licking by the Officers at soccer, but
as we go to press, the decision has been reversed. It was the
usual keenly contested game, a mixture of brawn and science.
Veteran C.Sgt. Charlie Dumbrell continued to bamboozle up
and coming senior ranks with his clever stuff. Sgt. Stevens in
goal showed that a dose of LIAP had not lessened his usual
springboard play between the sticks. It is hardly necessary
to add that the old K.O.S., himself, was amongst the soccer
stars performing. His frequent appearances in local ENSA
shows doesn't appear to have weakened his knees, but there
again, only time will tell. However it is nice to know that
we have some acting talent amongst us, and now. so our
advisers say, it is no longer logical to refer to the K.O.S. as
such, but to amend our Field Service Pocket Book—(Abbrevia
tions Section) to read P.O.V. (Folkestone papers, please copy!.
So many personalities have we (lucky people), in our
midst, that we're loath to mention them.
But apart from Winston's visit there was C.S.M. Worsley's.
after we had finished
congratulating him on that well earned
D.C.M., we took one look at his style in ties, and as they say
in the popular vernacular "had it," for the rest of the night.
We were fortunately spared further agony as he was sent oil
the next morning en route for Blighty.
"Spandau Joe" bids fair to outrun any other entrant in
the forthcoming Donkey Derby, having already received a couple
of encores at the last Battalion Concert.
And now as we prepare for our next dose of the local
vintage, we say cheerio for the present.
D.H.

in?

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
What age is C.S.M. Jock Hall? We still do not know.
Was Bill Thorogood annoyed when Gun Boots were handed
Is "Spandau" entitled to the Madagascar Gong?
Does Wilkie keep a private beer account?
%

Intelligence Section
Since we last put pen to paper much has happened, both
in the Battalion and in the Section. L.I.A.P. has claimed one
victim in the Section so far, but the "unlucky" man is now
in our midst again.
We were glad to see Capt. Mathewman
back again in the Battalion, but, alas, he could no longer be
spared for us, and in his new assignment as 2nd i/c Charlie
we wish him all the best. Lt. Westcott after serving us in
between Capt. Mathewman's visits to hospital is now our I.O.
and we extend to him our best wishes.
Our Christmas Day celebrations were rather late this year.
Battalion being indisposed on the real Christmas Day, but on
the 3rd February sparks began to fly and we must blame the
I.O. I'm afraid for appearing at an early hour brandishing a
bottle and taking the Section out to his "cabba." There were
many "fat" heads the next day and little wonder the amount
of drink which was consumed.
The "I" Section at the moment has put the scissors
binoculars in mothballs and has now taken to manning
Information Rooms for Civilians instead of O.P.'s and we are
finding
it difficult to keep up with the rapid advances at the
moment.
May they continue so rapidly until finally
using
conventional colours, colour the whole of Germany red.
StretcherBcarers.
Our professional scribe L.Cpl Robson is away on higher
mission and leaves just us amateurs to compose this contribu
tion !
We have an easy start as there are some congratulations
to be offered, first
and foremost to our former M.O. "Doc"
Reid on his award of M.C.
We were very sorry when he left
us, a feeling we know that was equally shared by him. but
our luck for M.O.'s has held, and as Capt. D
's won't be
appreciative of us singing his glories, we just say "we like
him!"
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Then we have two M.M.'s to congratulate, first, Tony
Marchant, who has also collected a couple of Purple Hearts,
his second being " compound fracture lower right femur,"
necessitating his return to "Blighty"; so we'll say "Good luck,
Tony, see you soon!" and second, L.Cpl. "Hermy." the only
one of the three now with us (but he's now on tour with
Concert Party). . We know they certainly earned them, and
we're proud of them for putting S.B.'s name on the "map."
The Group gathered many Purple Hearts and we are pleased
to have welcomed most of them back, even if "Bruno Buffer"
was minus his eyebrows!
Since last contribution we've changed to another brand
of "Vino" and "Signorina's" are now "Dhispinis," but we
ain't got no complaints! the Group have settled down to the
change very well, in fact some of them very well indeed!
Our Andy being very well at home "Scapas Scapas" (digging).
 "Chopper" and "Hermy" are doing their stuff with Concert
Party, which was a tiptop effort by all folks concerned!
We are now waiting for lifting of Monty's blackout and
London's blackout., and with a sly glance at our demobblng
grbup we say a prayer for quick results in the Par East!
S.B.DeCaw..
Signal Platoon.
Although I have racked my brains for some time, I can
find no excuse at the moment for not writing. So, bang goes
the usual introduction and the "baby" is mine.
Unfortunately, we have suffered a few more losses and Bill
Jones and George Worley must be added .to our Roll of
Honour. Bill Jones had only recently joined us, but we had
ample time to find out what a grand chap he was. As for
George Worley, well, everyone knew him, he was one of our
great characters. OUr sympathies go out to their families,
who can be very proud of them.
We have also had the privilege of welcoming back quite a
few of our chaps who were wounded earlier on. They haven't
changed a bit, not even the thought of their age groups can
dampen their' spirits. There are still some who have not yet
returned to us, and some who have gone to England! Where
ever they are, "Here's to a speedy recovery." 
Five or six of us have so far come under the spell of the
magic letters, L.I.A.P. They tell me, it is a most strange
experience, and one, I believe, not to be repeated. However,
they seem to survive it, but I do believe that, a subtle chance
comes over them, and a peculiarly dreamy look is now notice
able in their eyes.
Everything is more or less normal in the signalling line.
Our lines stretch for miles over the hills, as some of our
Companies are nearly thirty miles away. The upkeep of these
lines always provides a wonderful excuse to get away, when
the powers that be at Battalion H.Q. become at all trouble
some.
The air in this part of the world has done wondfers for
Porter's moustache, and his appearance now is most sinister.
Even in this land of moustaches it is a winner, and even
E.L.A.S. bow down before it.
For the rest of us, there is nothing out of the ordinary
to report. Some have taken to drinking the local Ritsina and
say they like it. Most of us admire their bravery, but suggest
they are liars. The drink is pretty potent. There was the
case of one, Linton, who, after an overdose, found himself
doing a cruise in a destroyer to provide flank protection to
Churchill. We all envied him the trip, and if there had been
a little closer liaison with his brother over the question of
timings, everything would have been grand.
I have promised Joe Rose the share in the next Q.O.G.
He is rather anxious to commence propaganda on behalf of his
coal round; Till then we are
"STILL FLAPPING."
M.T. Section.
Somewhere in certain villages in Greece there is a just
and common house, peaceful to everybody who passes by, and
yet, from daylight till dark and all through the night it
seems as if there are hundreds of alarm clocks going off. Ha!
the mystery is solved, one can see a sign outside "M.T. Office."
Never has a telephone done more service than the one in our
little country cottage. By about 9 o'clock every morning the
wires are all burning up. Bill, or shall we say M.T.O.'s under
study, must be passing out for a post office telephone exchange
for it's all "Hello, M.T.O., yes. no sir, all the jeeps are out, sir,
we have not another in the park," and so it goes on. In the
night you will hear him murmuring in his sleep, "Hello, M.T.O.
Sir," then a curse—yes it's all in the war effort. Let's leave
the office of worries and walk to the M.T. park. Ha! what a
show, a big face of a clock hits you hard between the eyes.
" Your task for today is No. 10, do it now." Our old and trusty
M.T.O., Mr. Moto must have tasks for breakfast, for he is dead
keen on them. Of course for some unknown reasons he has
captured other names, some are not known in the Greek

language, or English come to that. We will skip this subject
and come to some news. We have several new1 faces in the
section, and at the same time we have left many of our pals
along the dusty roads of Italy and Greece.
We hear that our Jack has left his stores for a more peace
ful situation in Blighty. One can remember him by his old
saying "Can't get 'em, chum." Any rate, good luck, Jack, we
all hope to be seeingyou soon if the demobbing group permits.
Many of the lads are curious of what kind of lorry one drives
in Burma, maybe a few of our old sweats could teil them. Ask
old Bill, Nobby, Len and the Water Rat. We wonder how our
old "Oilrag Alf" is getting on punching out rock cakes and
Army bread—Good luck, Alf.
Leave is the main topic at the moment, although a few
certain people say the M.T. are always on leave. Hm! Home
leave is nearly out of the question, how could the war go on
without the M.T.! So Blighties for the oil and petrol spit and
polishers are only a happy day dream. Still we are all sweat
ing—three jeep kings have gone, two are back already looking
very fit and well. That English air must be good, so we are
not forgotten when the leave is about. Who is the next lucky
one? A few of the boys are getting a short leave in Athens,
may they all have a good time in that lovely sunny city.
And now my time is up, this is my first short letter and
I hope it goes to fill what we all commonly know as "The
Buster." Good luck and good hunting, everybody, and remem
ber that jolly old task for today is "Keep Smiling."
"PLUM DUFF."
"S" Company, Carrier Platoon.
Farewell, Cassino, Forli, Taranto, and Hello! to Greece.
We left that land of mud and rain and gestures behind
us, even though there were really some most admirable "Down
Homers," and set foot In one of the most wonderful countries
known to us. We say wonderful, because we have never met
such kindly people in all of our travels and the most amazing
point about this country is this; if you can't speak Greek
then speak English and they'll understand you. Of course, if
we care to look back to our days of landing here, then some of
us will have some bitter memories, because, like Africa, like
Italy, like Greece, we are missing some of the friends with
whom we landed.
Yes, at times, we had to forget the civility
and gentleness of this race and stick to our guns and tin
 bompers until E.L.A.S. (realising we weren't here today and
gone tomorrow) gave us a most welcoming hand, and now we
are able to look around us and agree that they are grand
people. Athens, of course, is forever in our thoughts with
regards to "Local Leave," because Athens holds everything and
I mean everything, including G.O.C.
Even now it is hard to believe that we have lost such
a firm friend and fine soldier in L.Cpl. "Dusty" Barnes, of
Snodland, who met with a fatal accident on these most
treacherous mountain roads. His name will be evergreen In
this platoon.
An epidemic has broken out—hockey—even the R.E.M.E.
boys have a go, and as usual, the Mortar Platoon openly
challenged us to a game. Of course we submitted, and again
history repeated itself just as it did in our game of football
—Carriers 3, Mortars, "Ahem," 0. We must through sheer force
of decency give our congratulations to Sgt. Allen, who sent
the ball into the goal in each case. A "hat trick" for him
and a head for the aforesaid mentioned.
Last, but not least, the Battalion Concert, i.e., Andaxi, or
"Just the Job." To say it was "great" is really belittling it
as it was a "top notcher" from start to finish, with Chopper
in the limelight and somebody else's suit. ,Capt. Monty
Tennant played a good part and was responsible for its in
evitable success. Good luck to all players, they did a fine
job and deserved their leave in "Dear old Athens." Au revoir,
"MAURO."
Pioneer Platoon.
It is written here that all men may see the mighty doingp
of that body of men known as "Holdfast Unit," their exploits
reach far, from the place known as F— to another distant
land which is called G—. It came to pass that at F— we
were mighty in battle and three of the elite band were smitten
so as that they were removed from the field of strife, but
it is written here that they have all done exceedingly well unto
themselves, one who was popular with his followers was
smitten more than his two comrades, that he was removed
to that pleasant land called England, where he was healed
by good doctrine. Verily, verily, I' say unto you that mnn
is now in that walk of life which is called "Civilian Street,"
all his followers do wish him well, and may we all soon sup
that which is called Beer with him.
It came to pass that we did have much marching and
salaaming to do after battle, and each man was whitened
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If you had been
a soldier in 1830
At home in barracks, you would have had only two meals
a day—at 7.30 a.m. and 12.30 p.m., and the cost stopped
from your pay. For 19 hours each day you would have been
without food.
In the evenings, you would have drunk your fill of bad
liquor in barrack canteens conducted by private contractors,
often unscrupulous, who paid to the State a monthly sum
called " privilege money " for the right to trade. This right
was considered a rich prize, and large sums were offered
which could be recovered only by excessive prices. The
canteens were frequently dirty and illlighted hovels, notorious
for their exorbitant charges and poisonous liquor—the cause
of much drunkenness and crime.
Reforms were gradually introduced, and in 1917 the
contractor system was finally abolished, and control of Service
canteens taken over by the Navy and Army Canteen Board,
operating on the principle that canteen profits should be
returned to the Services in cash or amenities. In 1921 this
principle was permanently established with the birth of the
Navy, Army and Air Force Institutes—Naafi as it is today.
f 1/6 & 2/6

HJIAF1

incl uding Tax

The official canteen organisation for H.M. Forces
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unto the orders of his master, and the sun did glitter on his
girdle which he had about him, but the master was pleased
with his band of followers and blessed them with that stuff
which is called Vino, so as that each man was stretched out
as in sleep. Now, many men did speak with' false tongues
of rest from battle, but the blood in us was unsettled so that
we came to the fair land of G—, where the warriors of different
tribes did fight amongst themselves to rule this fair land,
for six moons did we strike hip and thigh at these tribes,
until that which is called order did rule the land. Now it
came to pass that when the battles did cease we held that
festival which is called Christmas, and each, man took unto
himself many flasks of wine and did drink exceedingly so as
that he . was paralytic, but the master also rejoiced at this
festival and so no man was cast into prison. We have one
who has two stars on his shoulder who did join us a few
days ago, may he reign with us for many moons, and his
followers please him exceedingly.
To those who are stricken with palsy and likewise, may
their present abode be soon left behind, and we may all rejoice
at their return. Those that are known as masters do wish
that we make safes for their meat, and so we are exceedingly
busy. To those of you who did once enjoy the pleasures of
this tribe we say Cheerio.
"HOLDFAST"
"A" Company.
"A" Company has recently sprung into life again with
most of the original Company H.Q. and so far with one platoon.
Such familiar faces as Sgt.Major Copper, Ptes. Weeks, Savill,
Povah, and Hensby,. are seen about Company H.Q., where Capt.
C. A. L.. Clark is at the helm, with Lt. B. B. Brook, Lt. L. H. G.
Stamp, Lt. T. H. Parnacott and Lt. S. J. Venn, in the platoon
we have among others L.Sgts. Collard and Maggs and Sgt.
Smith is paying us a visit.
The policy is work hard and play hard, and so far our
most exciting game of football was one of the games against
H.Q. Company wihich we beat 3—1. We have also played the
local inhabitants in an ancient stadium that was built many
hundreds of years B.C. We are all interested in mythology
after our sightseeing tour of some famous ancient ruins and
as one member of the Company remarked "It's all clever stuff."
"B" Company.
Greetings all members of Baker Company, past and
present.
Several months have passed since our last report and we
have seen many changing scenes of life.. Let us briefly run
over our activities during this time.
Leaving our hilltop village we went into the line and
after several brief but fierce engagements we assisted in push
ing the enemy back many miles towards his native land—also
sawi to it that quite a number will never return. Our own
casualties were not light and a particularly grievous loss was
the death in a battle accident of our 2nd i/c Capt. J. Robson.
Other of our comrades who have fallen are Pte. A. Mott,
L.Cpl. A. Gantlett, Cpl. G. Champ, Ptes. E. Mullins, G. Smith.
J. Austrin, and R. Stiff, and later in Greece, Pte. W, Culy. .
During a rest period rumours were rife (as usual) but
this time rumour became reality and we started the journey
that would lead to a real rest from the life of battle. At the
main staging area ever more latrinograms were, passed around,
and with our heads in a. whirl, wondering whence we were
bound, wie found ourselves in the sunny land of Greece. There
was no time to sunbathe, because Greek was fighting Greek,
and our job was to restore the peace and civil liberties. The
suppression of the revolt is past history, but Baker Company
were proud to play their part in this struggle. The welcome
from the freed*quarters of Athens is something that will for
ever live in our memories—we were welcomed as true friends
with a warmth of feeling that was sometimes ah embarrassment.
Eventually a truce and finally a settlement were arrived at
and our Job in life was to disarm the rebels and to assist in
restoring the Civil. Administration.
Our Company Commander (Major H. B. H. Waring) has
many problems put before him from time to time—how to
transport. 20 deserving people (complete with rations, bedding,
furniture and livestock) in a vehicle designed to carry ten—
to decide the ownership of some mules presented to the village
President for communal use. (Personally I would have shot
the lot—they were U./S—The Scribe).
We have repaired roads and blows, made mule journeys to
distant mountain villages, opened up a sixmile mountain
jeep track, distributed food and a whole number of other
interesting and necessary jobs. We are indeed happy to be
here and have made many friends. The country is magnificent
—range upon range of rocky mountains sheltering pleasant
valleys in which are cultivated wheat, beans and grapes with
villages dotted here and there.

Within the Company we have had many social activities,
outstanding of which was a very successful Company dance,
held in Athens,.and our delayed Christmas festivities ("Scobio
mas") celebrated on 3rd February. Thanks to excellent cook
ing by Cpl. (Jerry) Thome and his staff, bags of "wallop"
from the N.A.A.F.I. and elsewhere, the decorations, "what
nots" and serving done by the officers and sergeants, a grand
time was had by all. Our thanks go particularly to numerous
Greek friends who so kindly lent us a hall, tables, forms and
tablecloths and gave us such a big hand behind the scenes.
The welfare side of the Company goes with a swing under
Lt. (Ernie) Jordan, who can produce a Derby, whist drive, etc.
at a moment's notice, and a percentage of the proceeds swell
that well deserving cause, the Battalion Casualty Fund.
Our heartiest congratulations to C.S.M. Webb who now
proudly wears the Military Medal and to Lt. R. J. Galilee
upon his award of the Military Cross for an action with the
Company. Also L.Sgt. A. Goffee and L.Sgt. J. Whittled who
received the award of the Military Medal shortly after being
posted to us.
We have a Company mascot, Larry the Lamb, presented
to us by a Greek. He has grown from a baby lamb to quite
a respectable young sheep. His favourite pastime is to singe
his fleece by rubbing against the cook's burner—perhaps he
has an idea as to our future intention as regards himself
because he bleats plaintively at the sight of a cooking pot.
Read our next instalment and see whether Larry still lives.
"BASH ON."
THE QUEEN'S OWN
BY SGT. R. R. VENABLES.
1 Marching along the highway minus the blaring band,
You'll see the soldiers marching, lords of the land,
Jerry may gun and bomb them, but little do they care,
Just like the fighting Queen's Own keep that spirit every
where.
Chorus
Carry on—Carry on,
We will win as we've known all along,
We moan and we fight and we cuss with all our might,
But we know no fear,
Over there or over here,
Sing a song and be of cheer.
We're rough and we're tough,
And we call old Hitler's bluff
For the Queen's Own are here.
2 Some day this war will be over.
Then we will leave for home,
Hitler, Goering. and Goebbels will no longer have their
throne,
Again all the lands will be peaceful,
And our lives will be our own,
But remember the fighting Queen's Own,
And the glories they have known.
Repeat Chorus.
"C" Company.
Since our last effort in "Buster" we have enjoyed a change
of climate; a change for the better, I think one can safely
say, for out here there's no need for anybody to be "cellar
happy" for wb get no dirty big stonks.
We had a little trouble to deal with when we first arrived,
but apart from a few casualties which we were unfortunate to
sustain on one occasion, it was really a "snip," and I think
this was the nearest fighting has ever come to being a
pleasure.
Now everything is quiet and peaceful and we are now all
recovering from three hectic weeks in the big city, by taking
the air in one of these small country towns.
Our stay in the big city was a most enjoyable one and it
was there that .we celebrated a rather belated Christmas. The
dinner was a really grand turnout in spite of the fact that
most of it came out of a tin and the amount of beer to be
had (all buckshee) was indeed a treat for sore eyes (or should
I say throats). Everybody left the dining hall in a rather
lively state (some could hardly leave) and all agreed that it
had been well worth waiting for. Also during our stay in the
capital we had a fine Company photograph taken and a Com
pany dance was held which proved a great success.
Sport has come into the limelight once again and so has
"C" Company, for in a recent league competition, which in
cluded . all Companies, "C" Company finished on top and so
carried off the Invicta Shield. There was keen rivalry between
"C" and "D" Companies, and the match ended in a 1—1 draw,
but. at the close of the competition, the superior goal average
of "C" Company was vhe deciding factor. Since then we have
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accepted many challenges but still maintain our unbeaten
record as yet. A return game with "D" Company has not been
possible, but when chance does arise I can visualise a ding
dong battle and I think the S.B.'s had better be in close
attendance.
We were very pleased to welcome Major TowersMinors
as O.C. "C" Company, just before we left Italy, and were also
pleased to see the "Killer" himself (C.S.M. Heskett) rejoin
us out here after a rather long spell in "dock" from a wound
in the thigh, and Capt. Matthewman who was also wounded,
as 2nd i/c of the Company.
A few of the boys in the Company have been home on
the L.I.A.P. scheme and so far the first three parties have
rejoined us. All agree that it's grand while it lasts and say
they could rough it again lor a month or so in spite of the
V 2s.
We have great pleasure in congratulating Pte. Jackie
Groves on his New Year's award of the M.M. for his efforts in
Italy.
With some chaps feverishly working out their credits in
case we should go back to the capital, and others going slowly
mad through drinking the "DemonVino" we'll conclude our
effort for this time by giving the latest rumour, which is:
"Blighty" in six weeks and then to Hollywood to make a film,
but I don't go much on it, do you?
P.S.—Today was the Battalion Sports Day. and although
we finished
only second, we were really only giving the ncwiy
reformed "A" Company a chance to make a name for them
selves, for we have already made ours.
"BUMPY."
"D" Company.
Since we last contributed much water has flowed over
us, chiefly in the matter of river crossings.
However, having got dry we changed our country of abode
and after a short struggle have lived at peace, amongst some
very beautiful scenery and at times near some very ancient
monuments.
Following a period of no sport and entertainment, except
for the old game of Tombola, we started to get into our stride
again on 3rd February, when we celebrated our Christmas Day.
a little late, it's true, but lost time we made up in no small
way, even Santa Sewell couldn't read the names on the
presents from his sack. Included amongst our festivities was
an extremely successful dance, the bar had to be seen to be
believed—when one could see it. Soccer has had the right
of way as far as sport goes, although we have played basket
ball in a big way and enjoyed (?) some early swimming. We
are particularly proud of our 1st XI. as they produce six of
the Battalion team. What we need now1 is a good old English
cricket pitch to play on.
In the matter of personnel we have seen many changes
in the Company. Capt. Venn Dunn left to go to " C" Company.
Lt. Mac returned from "B" Company to haunt his old nlatcon.
Major Brock returned to England on L.I.A.P., and in his place
we have Major Mike Raisin.
Capt. Venn Dunn came back
from his stay with "C" Company, and after half an hour
retired "jaundiced" to hospital; Lt. Archie, M.C. returned from
hospital and after a short session went back, wounded again,
he is now in England (lucky devil); Lt. Brian Brooke has left
the Company to go to "A" Company; Lt. "Ginger" (Rliodesian)
Ternouth had a very jaundiced outlook on life for a short
time but is still with us. We welcomed one newcomer, Lt.
Pat Delaney, to our fold. The two Georsres (C.E.M. and C.Q.M.S.1
slave on with their noble staff of Bunny (temporarily replaced
by Myland). Bill and "Honest Tom."
Sgt. (King of Sport) Backshall having joined the flourish
ing Battalion Concert Party has now acquired an American
accent together with a distinct preference for Coty powder;
in his absence Sgt. Mick Bowers fulfils the royal position of
Prince of Pastimes.
In the Concert Party we are well represented by Joe
Smouton—accordion, L.Cpl. Hermitage. M.M.—piano, and of
course the inevitable "Chopper" Sewell.
We would like to
congratulate the whole party on the great show they gave us
and especially the band reinforced by Willie Woods on
his trumpet, and Bearton on the sax, put in a special perfor
mance at our farewell dance in which the C.O. took a most
spectacular, if somewhat short, part. That dance rang the
curtain down on one of our mast pleasant months and it
will be a long time hence before we forget that generous
little village nestling at the foot of those great mountains, with
its galaxy of fishing
smacks and kindhearted people.

4
It looks like a storm, you had better stay for dinner.
Oh, thanks, but I don't think it's bad enough for that.
Life is what; you make it—until somebody comes along and
makes lt worse.

OPEN LETTERS TO "DEMOBS"
"ROLL ON DEMOB DAY"!!! Thousands of you are saying
this now. In every barrack, camp or billet—in every country
where you—our young comrades—are serving, this cry goes up
hundreds of times a day. We know!!! We've been through it
all before. For years now you have been together. Doing—
and bringing to a successful conclusion—a glorious job of
work. Sometimes it's been just plain hell. Sometimes it's not
been so bad. At all times forging links of comradeship and
esprit de corps that will last a lifetime—and beyond.
For your gallant pals who have "passed on," have left
behind loved ones to whom you, in the years to come, may
be able to extend the helping hand of a friend.
Soon, very soon, now, you, "Jerry," "Nobby" and "Dusty,"
will get your "demob" orders.
You may not be in the same
group. It may be months before you are all in Blighty to
gether. You may live in different districts. Your work may
take you to other districts. The interests and diversions of
your new life in "Civvy Street" will be manifold. You may
be an indifferent correspondent and put off writing to the
"others"—and so lose touch. As the years roll by and life,
with its many responsibilities, becomes, perhaps, a trifle
humdrum, your thoughts will wander back to those carefree
days with "Jerry," "Nobby" and "Dusty." You will wonder
how they are faring and wish you could all meet up again for
a drink and chinwag. As you read this you may smile and
say to yourself, "Ah, but this will not happen with us—why,
we've been together nearly six years."
Couldn't it? Let me tell you of my own personal experience.
On the day I enlisted in 1905 I chummed up with a youngster
of my own age who had enlisted a couple of days. For ten
years we were never apart. We shared everything together.
We went abroad together and were wounded together on the
same day in '15. We went back to India on the same hospital
ship, and for the first time were separated—and fiave never seen
each other since.
We both live in the London area—but
have never met. Others have seen him, but not I.
There is one sure way, comrade, of preventing y o u r
friendships from being broken up. Get together before you
separate and make a pact to join the local Branch of the Past
and Present Association as soon as you arrive home. If you
make it one of your first
jobs you will be sure of keeping
your promise to your pals still carrying on and they will know
where they can always get in touch with you. If any of you
are coming to the S.E. London Districts will you please get
in touch with me. We hold our meetings at the Brown Bear,
High Street, Deptford, S.E.8, on the last Saturday in each
month. If you will drop me a card I shall only be too
pleased to give you any information you require.
In conclusion may I offer to you all our appreciation and
admiration of the way in which you, in spite of the early—
almost heartbreaking—setbacks, have helped to bring the
European War to a successful conclusion. May our lads out
East soon put "Finis" to the Japs' account.
Cheerio and
Good Luck.
Yours sincerely,
PADDY DOYLE,
79. Downham Way, Bromley, Kent.
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BOXING
BY PTE. C. F. NASH.
Teams from the Infantry Training Centre and a battalion
of the South Wales Borderers fought in the semifinal of the
southern half Eastern Command InterUnit Championship at
the Drill Hall, Barracks, on March 27th, the Borderers winning
by six bouts to three. Their wellbalanced team of seasoned
boxers on the whole proved too strong for the Training Centre's
plucky, but inexperienced performers.
The Regimental Band entertained the wellattended
audience before boxing commenced, and during the interval.
Featherweight: Pte. Jones (Borderers) beat Pte. Bates
(I.T.C.) on points. Both men kept at long range for the first
half of. the first round, each scoring to the head in turn. Jones
seemed the heavier puncher and stronger man and well won
the round. He forced matters on the resumption and hooked
with both hands to the head and body. Bates took punish
ment, but rallied with several good lefts and short rights, and
temporarily slowed Jones who was still strong, however. Jones
in the third boxed at. long range, finding the jaw with both
hands, and Bates was often short with his counters, being at
fault with his right on occasions. Jones was a comfortable
winner.
Lightweight (1st string): Cpl. Howells (Borderers) knocked
out Cpl. Coulston (I.T.C.) in the second round. Coulston had
the trying experience of getting off 5 lbs. during the afternoon,
and at his weight and age this was a severe task. He tried
to keep the fight at long, range at the beginning, but his more
experienced opponent was not long in sizing up the position,
and landed heavily at close quarters. A prodding left was not
forceful enough to keep out Howells, and a right hook to the
chin.shook Coulston at the end of the round. Howells from
the gong hooked hard with both hands, and a welltimed leit
toppled Coulston. He was allin when he rose, and it was only
a matter of seconds when he was again down from a right to
the jaw.
2nd String: Sgt. Underwood (Borderers) beat Pte.
Lancaster, (I.T.C.), the referee stopping the bout in the second
round, Lancaster, a southpaw, attacked with both hands from
the gong, and his awkward style temporarily, puzzled . his
opponent. Underwood solved the problem with a right cross,
scoring with this blow from the middle of the round. Under
wood, in the second round weakened Lancaster with short
rights to the jaw, and he took a count. On rising, uppercuts
to the' body and chin proved too much for him, and he was
in a distressed condition when the referee applied the closure.
Welterweight (2nd string): L.Cpl. Kent (I.T.C.) beat Pte.
Callaghan (Borderers) on points.
Kent, a member of the
successful I.T.C. team of two years ago, was not at all perturbed
to enter the ring with three losses to his team, and he opened
fiercely with both hands to the head, and stomach. His well
timed blows made his opponent' break ground on several
occasions and towards the middle of the round a particularly
welltimed right hook to The chin shook Callaghan. Callaghan
was cautioned for using the ropes, and he had a very trying
round. Kent, from the bell used a powerful straight left and
right cross, with Callaghan doing his utmost to get inside and
mix it. Callaghan was strong and dangerous with blows at
close quarters, but Kent used the ring and'his determined
left hand and kept out of trouble. Callaghan. realised he was 
well behind on points when they resumed for the last round
and, he tried to force matters, but Kent's straight left and
right cross were as well directed as ever and he was a good
winner at the close. ;
Middleweight (1st string): Cpl. Lewis (I.T.C.) beafr Sgt.
Edwards (Borderers) on points. Lewis, as is usual with him,
opened strongly with both hands to the body and chin, and
Edwards counterattacked, but was out of range with his rigjit.
Lewis played on the body with fierce hooks and uppercuts and
kept on the offensive, fighting  strongly. Edwards proved his
gameness in the second by absorbing Lewis's powerful blows
and retaliating, but Lewis was remorseless and kept on his
man with those punches we know so well. Edwards, although
groggy, would not go down, which says something for his
fitness, but he went to his corner in, a poor state. He seemed
recovered when they faced for the third round and Lewis kept
on the attack with his slogging punches. Edwards would not
give way, however, and waded in until both men were tired
from their exertions. The end came to the relief of both after
a fine fight, with Lewis a pomilar and worthy winner.

2nd String: Sgt. Woodward (Borderers) beat L.Cpl.
Roebuck (I.T.C.) on points. Nothing of consequence was done
by both men during the first half of the opening round.
Roebuck, the lighter man, keeping well out of range of the
Welshman's powerful right which he loosed on two or three
occasions, but was out of reach. Roebuck sparred away to
the bell, and neither man was leg weary from punishment
received. Woodward used an effective straight left from the
gong in the second, while Roebuck did much better with a
right counter, and in a bout of closequarter exchanges Roe
buck showed up well, being quite fierce on occasions. Towards
the end of the round Woodward scored with a hard right to
the chin and the bell was a welcome break for Roebuck. Little
to write about happened in the last round, Roebuck having
sampled Woodward's right and determined not to be caught
again. He kept out of reach and Woodward missed badly many
times trying to pin his man. Woodward did enough to gain
the verdict.
Light Heavyweight: Sgt. Jones (Borderers) beat 2/Lieut.
Abplanalp (I.T.C.) on points. Contrasting in build and type—
Jones' swarthiness and heavy strength against the officer's
fairness and lighter proportions—they started off as though
physically they were reversed. Abplanalp tore into his opponent
and scored with furious left and right hooks to the head and
body. Jones desired a fight at close quarters and made great
efforts to get there, showing the . power he carried in his
punches trying to force his'way in. Abplanalp would not give
way and the effects of his punching showed on the Welshman's
face when they went to their corners. The officer continued
his good work in the second round and kept up his offensive,
hitting cleanly with both hands. Jones' eye was cut in a
fusillade of blows on the ropes, but he bore in undeterred by
his injury and scored with shortarm blows. Realising he had
to put in everything he had to win. Jones punched his way
to close quarters in the final round, and Abplanalp willingly
mixed it—unwisely, I thought—but seemed to hold his own.
The officer took a count midway through the round, but on
rising used the ring and his left jab in fending off Jones to
the end of the session and fight.
I had the opinion that
Abplanalp won well.
Heavyweight: Sgt. Pugh (Borderers) beat Cpl. Goyder
(I.T.C.) in the first round, the referee stopping the bout after
Goyder had been down twice. Pugh, very strongly built and
the.heavier, landed a terrific overhead right to the temple
immediately after the handshake and floored Goyder. If the
punch had connected on the jaw lt would have been impossible
for him to have recovered inside the ten seconds, but he rose
in time, very groggy, only to receive another unorthodox, but
powerful right which found its mark somewhere in the region
of Goyder's ear. He again went down on the ropes and rose
to his knees, I think, for Pugh with his back to me and
covering Goyder blotted out the proceedings. All I was
sure about was the referee waving the green flag which
signalled his stopping the fight in favour of Pugh.
Welterweight (1st string): Pte. Belcher (I.T.C.) beat Cpl.
Morgan (Borderers) on points. . Belcher, the taller, used his
left to advantage from the commencement, and scored well to
the jaw. Morgan looked the harder puncher and countered
with his right to the body and head. A fighter versus a
boxer, the Welshman pointed as the eventual winner at the
bell for the first round. Belcher prodded away with his left
and rode or ducked Morgan's counters  in the second and
Morgan tried to rough it at close quarters, but Belcher kept
his head and boxed his man off. Towards the end of the round
Morgan scored 'with a hard right swing, but Belcher was not
distressed when he went to his corner.
In the last round
Belcher showed to advantage in straight lefts and hooks with
both hands', and through his ducking and' sidestepping often
had Morgan out of distance with his counters. Belcher kept
on the attack to the end and was a clear winner.
SPECIAL CONTESTS.
Featherweight: Pte. Virgin (North Staffordshires) out
pointed Gnr. Wood (A/Tank Regiment, R.A.).
Welterweight: Pte. Quill (I.T.C.) outpointed Pte. Festa
(Foresters).
Welterweight: Sgt. Bryan (East Surreys) outpointed S./I.
Ford (A.P.T.C.).
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THE BATTLE OF THE ARDENNES SALIENT
At the beginning of December, 1944, the battlefront in the
West had become practically stabilised. The offensives by the
British 2nd Army Jn the area west of the Roer and by the
U.S. 1st Army east of Aachen had been bogged down by bad
weather and unfavourable ground. The U.S. 3rd and 7th
Armies in Lorraine and Alsace had reached the German frontier
area all along their front from the Moselle to the Rhine, but
had. been able to gain little ground beyond it. The Allied
Tactical Air Force, their most powerful offensive auxiliary, had
been practically grounded for days. Everything seemed to
indicate that major operations on the Western Front had
settled down for a winter pause.
From the German point of. view, however, the moment
seemed opportune for a counteroffensive. Marshal Rundstedt,
the newlyappointed commanderinchief in the West, had been
able to establish a continuous and solid front during the
enforced pause In the Allied advance in the autumn, and had
refashioned a new and powerful army of some 75 divisions,
which had successfully prevented any serious incursion into
Germany territory during the October and November battles.
It was known that the Russians had completed their prepara
tions for. an allout offensive on the largest scale and only
awaited favourable weather to launch it. It seemed of import
ance to forestall any simultaneous AngloAmerican offensive in
the West by a preventive attack which should disorganise any
dispositions and measures they had taken to that end. It is
believed, however, that the actual plan of the counterblow,
drawn up by Hitler in person, envisaged something much more
ambitious than a mere preventive attack. His scheme was to
launch a heavy thrust in the Ardennes sector, known to be
only lightly held by General Hodges' American 1st Army; to
reach and force the line of the Meuse between Namur and
Mezieres in the first two days, and in the next three days to
drive right through to Antwerp and cut off from their base
and communications all the four Allied Armies to the north
of the breach. For this operation Rundstedt could make avail
able the reconstituted 7th German Army and the 5th and
6th Panzer Armies—in all, nine Panzer divisions, two Panzer
Grenadier divisions, two parachute divisions, and thirteen
divisions of Volksgrenadiers. These twentysix divisions pro
bably represented a totals of close on 300,000 men, a third of
all the German forces in *the West.
it is hot proposed to tell the story of the battle in detail,
for its course and results are more or less familiar. The first
phase was the German attack on the fiftymile Ardennes front
from Malmedy in the north to Echternach in the south, and
their penetration in a few days to a depth of some sixty miles,
almost as far as the Meuse, in the area east of Dinant. Some
of the smaller American garrisons in the zone of attack were
overrun or compelled to retreat, but others, such as those at
St. Vith, Viltz, and in particular Bastogne, made a prolonged,
stubborn, and most creditable defence against attacks from all
sides, and, even if overwhelmed in the end, as some of them
were, slowed up the hostile advance and won invaluable time
for the Allied countermeasures to take effect. Particularly
useful was the resistance on the shoulders of the salient in
the north at Stavelot and Malmedy, and in the south on the
line covering Luxemburg, for this prevented the enemy from
widening the base of his area of penetration and seriously
hampered his scope of manoeuvre within it. Thus, when his
armoured spearheads came in sight of the Meuse about Dinant
they found the river line manned and were headed off by
American armour; the Allied reserves had been given time to
get up, and the offensive had failed to reach even its first
objective. Some heavy fighting followed in the area east of
Dinant, but the enemy lost rather than gained ground as a
result of it.
As soon as it became clear that direct communications
between the headquarters of General Bradley, commanding
the 12th American Group, and those of General Hodges, com
manding the 1st U.S. Army, had been cut by the German
advance, General. Eisenhower entrusted FieldMarshal Mont
gomery with the command of the whole northern sector of the
area and put General Hodges' troops under him. The Field
Marshal later described his task as "first to head off, then to
see off, and finally to write off" the enemy forces in the
Ardennes bulge. A British Corps was moved down on the west
bank of the Meuse to ensure the heading off of the enemy,
though this was actually accomplished on the east bank by
the armoured forces of the U.S. 1st Army. Meanwhile, all the
reserves available, from General Patton's 3rd U.S. Army in
Lorraine had been withdrawn and were hurrying at full speed
to the southern sector of t.he battlefront. Their first task was
to break through the hostile ring surrounding the gallant

garrison of Bastogne, which had made an epic resistance ih a
position which seemed critical to everyone but themselves;
and when this had been successfully achieved,  the way was
clear for the second phase of the battle—the Allied counter
offensive which was first to "see off" and then to "write off"
the enemy.
The scheme of this counteroffensive was a converging
pressure by the British Corps on the tip of the hostile salient
about Marche, while the U.S. 1st Army closed in from the
north on the front from Stavelot to Hotrton, and the U.S. 3rd
Army from the south on the front from St. Hubert to Bastogne.
For some days these drives met with stiff resistance; the
country and the weather were all in favour of the defenders,
for the Allied aircraft found only few opportunities of inter
vention in the battle, and the heavy German tanks outclassed
anything that the Allied had to set against them. Progress,
therefore, was slow and often painful, and the sufferings and
hardships of the soldiers fighting amid frost, mud, rain, snow,
biting winds, and fog were necessarily great and made high
calls on their endurance and resolution. Nevertheless, the
Germans were driven in succession from Marche, St. Hubert,
and Laroche, which fell on January 9th. The keypoint of
Houffalize was especially hotly contested and was only captured
on January 16th, by which time the salient formerly held by
the Germans bad been reduced to a strip of territory just west"
of the frontier, barely 10 miles forward of the starting line
for their first attack. Even on this shred of territory of no
military value their hold was only precarious and dependent
on the Allies' willingness to pay the price of its recovery.
Only a tentative assessment of the balance of the enemy's
profit and loss from his Ardennes offensive is yet possible, but
it is fairly clear that he paid an excessively high price for
whatever advantages he secured from it. His casualties up to
January 11th were estimated at 120,000 men, and may be taken
at little less than 150,000 for the whole battle; included in the
former figure were 40,000 prisoners. The Allied losses to the
same date were 55,000, of whom 18,000 were prisoners. Over
all, therefore, the enemy throughout the battle lost morethan
two men to the Allies' one, a*nd.600 of his tanks and" assault
guns and a great quantity of "his mptor transport were claimed
as destroyed. Of the nine Panzer divisions taking part in the
battle* four were smashed and four other Panzer; or Panzer
Grenadier divisions suffered severelv; one of the two parachute
divisions was destroyed, and eight of the thirteen Volks
grenadier divisions reduced to halfstrength.
It may safely be assumed that one important result of the
battle was so to deplete Marshal Rundstedt's general reserve as
to deprive him of the possibility of despatching large bodies
of troops to the East, where the allout Russian winter offensive
opened with sweeping success on January 12th, Just as the
Ardennes fighting was entering upon its final stages. How far
he may have succeeded in his secondary object, that of delay
ing, and throwing out of gear the preparations for an Allied
attack in conjunction with that Russian offensive, remains to
be seen. It will probably be found that, assuming such an
attack becomes at all possible under winter weather and
ground conditions, the Allied plans and preparations for it
have been little affected by the Germans' Ardennes offensive,
and any.respite they may have secured by it has been only
small and unimportant.
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MEMORIES

OF THE

4th

BATTALION

AT

JUBBULPUR

BY CAPTAIN C. L. NORMAN

The arrival of the 4th Battalion The Queen's Own Royal
West Kent Regiment at Jubbulpur, India, sometime in the cold
weather of 1914, was a memorable event.
The journey up
country from Bombay had been slow after some considerable
delay at the docks.
I remember very vividly the parade of
bearers on the ship, s.s. Somali, from which the officers had to
take their pick. Obviously none knew anything about it, but
as luck would have it, I. personally, got an excellent man, a
Mahommedan, Rahmut Khan. I was rather nervous of him
at first, but finally
he made me realise that he was for my
interests first, and that I could trust him. He stayed with me
until the beginning of 1918, when, on my being posted to
Quetta, he left my service. He was a remarkable man, Rahmut
Khan, and I owe him much.
If my memory serves, we arrived at Jubbulpur in the early
morning and marched to our lines in the Cantonments. The
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BATTALION ON PARADE—BARAGHA CAMP.
barracks were good, and the officers' mess excellent with
adequate bungalows nearby. We had been met at Bombay by
Lt. Ford, an officer of our regular 2nd Battalion, stationed at
that time in India. Later on that Battalion went to Mesopotamia
and our guide rejoined them. Naturally, all this was a great
and new experience for us. We had, so to speak, got accustomed
to each other, officers and other ranks, during the voyage,
but the routine of military life, and that, too, in a foreign
country, where everything was strange, was an entire novelty
to the vast majority of us.
We had two great assets, a C.O.
who was a strict disciplinarian, and a general enthusiasm ani
mating all ranks not to let the show down.
The day we arrived, after we had seen the men into their
barracks, the officers were taken to the Club, where. I fancy,
we were the subject of a critical survey by the civil and
military inhabitants of the station who wished to know what
these raw civilian soldiers were like.
The judgment passed
must have been satisfactory as nothing could have surpassed
their kindness and the friendly help that was extended to
us.
Jubbulpur is situated right in the centre of India in the
Central Provinces of the Northern Deccan, and is a large and
important station holding a brigade of troops as well as a
large civilian administration.
Nearby is one of the most
important gunpowder factories in India for which the British
regiment in Jubbulpur had to supply a guard. The climate
at the time of our arrival was lovely, like ideal English summer
weather during the middle of the day, cold in the early morn
ing, and chilly enough in the evening to justify a fire. We
felt a trifle awkward and out of place at first as we had had
no general issue of tropical kit. However the deficiency was
soon remedied, and before long we settled down to station life.
For the young soldier without the ties of wife and family
at home, soldiering in India is a pleasant enough life. True,
everybody has to get up early as parades begin at daybreak,
but then the later afternoon is free and games and sport easy
to obtain. Thursdays and Sundays, except for church parade,
are days off. At most Indian stations and at Jubbulpur in
particular, the "Club" was the centre of athletic and social

activity.
It was almost what is now called a community
centre. One could get hockey, cricket, tennis, golf, polo run
by the Indian Calvalry regiment, bridge and billiards. The
Club was residential, had an excellent bar and reception rooms,
often held dances in the evening, and had a very pleasant
garden. Thus people got to know each other all through the
station. In cantonments, there were several football fields.
Soon we had games, football, hockey and cricket running for
all and sundry throughout the station, as well as for the
Battalion. The hockey ground was of hard baked mud, and,
though the cricket ground was grass, the wicket was matting.
We had a good Battalion football, cricket and hockey side.
Several of us tried our hand at polo. The Indian Cavalry
regiment, the 35th Scinde Horse, were very kind in aiding,
teaching and abetting us.
What, however, was even more
attractive was the possibility on free days of getting out of
the station for duck or buck shooting. Jubbulpur is surrounded
by jungle, split up by agriculture, the irrigation system being
by tanks, the home of many duck of all kinds. Thus numerous
opportunities for sport came one's way.
Though what I
enjoyed as much as anything, were the rides but into the
country in the cool of the early morning.
But, you may ask, was it all play and no work!
The
answer is no, very decidedly.
Jubbulpur was an excellent
training centre for troops, the only trouble being the raising
of troops for the training as so many details were always
required for guards and other duties. However there was good
country around suitable for military activities, from section
drill to field
manoeuvres by a large composite force. The
range was within easy distance, and the Battalion became very
proficient with that basic arm of the infantry soldier, the
rifle. I remember one occurrence in connection with practice
on the range. I had just given the command "Rapid fire" for
the "mad minute" when suddenly a figure
arose and started
running across the butts. A precipitate "Cease fire"
brought
the shooting to an end, but the figure
had fallen. "E's down,"
said a Tommy by my side. Luckily, however, no harm had
been done. and. honouring the old precept "Least said, soonest
mended," nothing was heard of the incident.
As regards
musketry training our Brigadier at Jubbulpur had his own
fancy.
He was enamoured of what were called "Standard
Tests."
We used to do them ad nauseam, copying out the
results of our labours into books which soon became full of
elaborate statistics. I wonder if people do them now!
When first
in India we were still organised in the eight
company system.
Lt.Col. C. N. Watney was Commanding
Officer. Major Carlile 2nd in Command, Capt. Cheale Adjutant,
and Capt. Hyland Quartermaster. After Major Carlile's un
timely death, Major Cohen became 2nd in Command and
P.R.I.
The eight Company Commanders were then Capts.
Robb. Henson, Kelsey, Lieuts. Bourne, Watney, Styles, Norman

LIEUT. WINGFIELDSTRATFORD, CAPT. LOCKET, LIEUT.
GOLDING, MAJOR COHEN, CAPT. NORMAN, CAPT.
CHEALE. LT.COLONEL WATNEY.
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and Robinson, unless I stand to be corrected. Lt. Pardington
was machine gun officer. Lt. Stone transport officer. Lt. Rooker
signals officer, Lt. Nash assistant adjutant, and Dr. Moffatt
our M.O. Later we adopted the four Company system with
beneficial results in organisation and to training.
Battalion training was always a great event when we went
out into camp for a period. The place chosen was near to
a village called Baragha, to which we used to march in full
order. The camp was very pleasantly situated near a large
tank in the jungle, the big men's tents in the open, the
officers' smaller tents under the trees, and a good broad space
for the Battalion to parade.
We used to indulge in all sorts
of exercises among which "outposts," "night ops.,"
and
"alarms" figured
largely.
It took some time for the tactics of modern — at that
time—war to reach India, and our training seemed to follow
very much the same lines as it had in England.
Slowly
changes were made as officers. N.C.Os. and men went off on
courses—musketry, bombing, P.T., signalling, mountain war

affairs must have been most annoying for our Commanding
Officer who saw the Battalion he had nursed for service as
an entity being used as a sort of training centre and as a
means of maintaining internal security in the country itself.
Finally the Battalion left Jubbulpur and was transferred to
Quetta. By a strange irony of fate it saw service in the
3rd Afghan War as a Battalion, but after Lt.Col. C. N. Watney
had been recalled home. The good show it put up then was
very largely due to his care and leadership' in those preceding
years.

f

Old Comrades' Correspondence
AN "AT HOME" FOR OFFICERS
It is proposed to have an "At Home" for
Officers, their wives and regimenial friends, in
London on 18th July. 1945. Would those interested
please write to Major S. E. Brooks, The Barracks,
Maidstone, Kent, for details.

LONDON BRANCH.

"A" COMPANY HOCKEY TEAM.—Winner of Cup, 1915.
fare and the like—and returned full of enthusiasm to impart
their knowledge to their less instructed brethren. One thing
was discovered in training, the soil, at least in our district,
was not good for digging trenches. It was always like working
In a quarry of ironstone, dreadful stuff.
Round Jubbulpur
itself we had many field
days, staff exercises, and training,
not to forget route marches, sometimes through the native
city, so that eventually we became a very efficient unit.
The Warrant Officers and Senior N.C.Os. of the Battalion
were towers of strength combining a great keenness for their
work with an almost embarrassing degree of hospitality in their
mess. R.S.M. Mills was commissioned and drafted to "Mespot,"
R.S.M. Johnson who succeeded him eventually became com
missioned as quartermaster, and what a character was R.S.M.
Wood.
I remember once during a boxing match an awe
inspired private whispering "Look at 'is eves." and indeed tbev
were flashing fire.
Nobody will forget R.Q.M.S. Wright who
"shepherded many a laddie" through his difficulties. Pollard,
Moase, Latter, Carpenter, Harden, Hilborn, Chapman, Dickman.
of the Officers' Mess, Nash, Payne, Tadman, to mention a few
who stand out against a background of good men. Tadman
endured into the present war when he went on service with
the 6th Battalion under Lt.Col. W. Nash, O.B.E., T.D., as
quartermaster.
There were other units at Jubbulpur. a battalion of the
Hampshire Regiment (T.F.) on tlie Ridge, gunners and Indian
Army units, infantry and cavalry.
Jubbulpur was very warm in the hot weather and I recall
the thermometer registering 100 degrees at midnight during
a dance in the Cantonment gardens.
As time went on we almost began to cease wondering
what was going to happen to us. yet there was always that
feeling of unrest and unreality. Would we go off to one of
the fronts as a unit? It seemed that our lot was to send
drafts of officers and other ranks to Mesopotamia and so our
personnel underwent a gradual change. Then. too. officers
and men were seconded for special duties.
This state of

Here we are once again. We are very glad to announce
that we have again secured a new meeting place at The New
Chevrons Club. 2226. Pont Street, Chelsea. S.W.3. The meet
ings in future will be held at the above on the last Friday of
every month at 7.30 p.m. We held our first
meeting at our
new home on Friday, April 27th, and were made very welcome
indeed, all old and new members will be heartily welcomed.
The Annual General Meeting will take place on Friday.
July 27tli at 7.30 p.m. We sincerely hope that as many members
as possible will attend. This meeting, as you all know, is to
select new members of office and for general discussions of the
branch for better times to come, or at least what we hope to
be better times.
Just a little reminder to those whose "subs" are due:
"Don't forget the Diver." Just to make sure, how to get
to the Chevrons Club: Underground railway to Knightsbridge
and two or three minutes' walk along Pont Street, or five
minutes' walk from Hyde Park Corner. In future all correspon
dence for the Gazette, please forward to: W. Cole, 29. Moray
Road, Finsbury Park, London, N.4.
W. A. COLE.

1"
22nd LONDON BATTALION HOME GUARD, O.C.A.
The Hon. Secretary, Mr. A. E. Ilett. has informed us that
the 22nd London Battalion Home Guard has now formed an Old
Comrades' Association, with headquarters in Building A85.
Royal Arsenal, S.E.18. and it is the desire of the members to
affiliate to the parent Regimental Association.
The membership of the Association is 173 to date, and the
officers: Chairman. W. D. Hyde (Capt.), Hon. Treasurer. L. J.
James (Lieut.), Hon. Secretary, A. E. Ilett (Sgt.)
Licensed premises and recreation rooms are at the above
address and open every week day evening.
Special social
meeting nights are held on the second Tuesday and fourth
Thursday of each month.
Members of other similar organisations are welcomed to
the premises in company with a member of our Association.
A subcommittee is organising dart teams and tournaments
and another subcommittee have nearly completed a .22
miniature rifle range which can accommodate five
details at
a time. Rifle teams are being formed with a view to entering
the Rifle League and to participate in competitions with
neighbouring units.

1

WRONG PERSON, MAY BE.
The town's goodfornothing drunk passed away, and at
his funeral the reverend delivered a mast touching and inspir
ing address, elaborating upon his splendid qualities as a man,
and good husband, and kind parent.
The widow, who was seated in the front row, could stand
it no longer. She turned to her little boy sitting beside her.
and whispered, "Johnny, go look in the coffin and see if it's
your father."
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NAAFI^JACK OF ALL TRADES.

Some Gunners in Italy said that the Gunners' motto—
"Ubique" (Everywhere)—applies equally to Naafi.
And "Everywhere" might also be supplemented by "Every
thing," for Naafi today is such a Jack of All Trades that there
Is scarcely an innovation left for it to introduce into its clubs,
canteens, shops and dance halls.
Much has been written about Naafi clubs at home, in the
Middle East, C.M.F. and B.L.A., in which troops find not only
refreshments and rest in cosy chairs, but also showers, hair
dressers, clothespressing, body massage, manicure, pedicure,
electric irons for Service women, information bureaux, money
exchanges, sightseeing tours, tlieatre booking service, libraries,
map rooms, gift shops, gramophone rooms, music practice
rooms, Tudor taverns, ballrooms, cinemas, orchestras, art
exhibitions, lounges, restraurants, facilities for sending flowers
to the folks at home, roller skating, language classes—even
morning tea in bed, to give a composite picture of some
amenities now existing in what one B.L.A. man calls "Naafi
Palaces of Varieties."
New ideas are constantly developed by the Home and Over
seas Canteen Services, these two departments vieing with each
other in the range of amenities made available at clubs at
home and in the war zones. "Canteen" no longer means " chah,
wad, fags and notepaper," though these traditional things
remain; in fact, "canteen" is being replaced by "club" all over
the world.
Tommy visiting the Naafi today—The Montgomery Club,
Brussels, for instance—has bath, haircut, shoeshlne and mas
sage, while his uniform is pressed. Then he may sample an
ice cream; or wine, or beer, in an uptodate bar with waiters;
or meal or snack in a restaurant with orchestra and waitresses;
or he may write letters before a log fire, play his pet records in
the gramophone room, play the piano all by himself, browse in
the library, settle his queries at the information desk (also
booking seats for a show or on the sightseeing 'bus), play darts,
billiards or table tennis, join a teadance, or visit the club
photographer.
He may hand the club hostess ten shillings for flowers to
be delivered to his wife in England; and Naafi and the W.V.S.
see that they reach his home on the day specified and with
the sender's special message. "Say It With Flowers" is only
one of the ideas which have lifted Naafi out of the common
place and made it a gigantic organisation combining all phases
of catering, entertainment and culture.
What this means Is the cultural field is reflected in the
reactions of the troops themselves. The fine furnishings of
the club are treated with care; library books are returned
promptly; the demand in the gramophone room is for classical
music; language classes at the Brussels club are always busy;
art exhibitions are heavily patronised; the warmap sections
are studied with a general's eye; debates and discussions
become regular Naafi features.
Recently Naafi Inaugurated big dance halls in Western
Europe* and revealed that it was hoping to introduce roller
skating at Naples. Another club in Italy has a swimmingpool;
one at Salerno will have a roofgarden. In Ceylon Naafi con
ducts a "leave village" where civilian clothes are on hire, rowing
boats and fishing tackle' are available for visitors to the village
lake,, and there is a Naafi 'bus from railway station to leave
centre.
Attention to detail is extraordinary. In the B.L.A. dance
halls, cards are Issued containing phrases in French—such as
"May I have this dance?"—"May I see you home?"—"Shall we
sit this one out?" and other dancehall small talk—to, enable
troops to converse with French and Belgian girls. In the B.L.A.
clubs last Christmas, stationery, carrying gay coloured Yuletlde
pictures was issued free—some designed for children, some for
adults. In at least one club at home—at Norwich—there is a
large map of the town showing visitors how to get to any
particular spot locally. When troops arrived at a Paris leave
club after an eight hours' journey in Arctic weather, bowls of
hot soup were waiting for them. At one desertoutpost Naafi
in the Middle East the B.B.C. News is taken down in longhand
and pasted up daily so that troops passing through may know
how the war is going; and for the same reason, radios are fitted
in overseas mobile canteens. At one home club, Leeds, there
arc even dancing classes.
Small wonder that club visitors' bopks contain such
phrases as "What next!" "Am I dreaming?" "Is it true?" and
similar incredulous exclamations.
When you consider that the modern soldier can have tea
in bed and do his shopping at gift shops as good as London
departmentstores only a short journey from the actual fight
ing, you realise that the canteen service today is organised with
extreme thoroughness.
Yet we are scarcely half way through the full story of this
Jack of All Trades.

What of the trolleys bearing the words "Greetings From
Naafi" which greet homecoming wounded and repatriates and
distributes free gifts of tea, cake, cigarettes and newspapers?
What of the tens of thousands of canteen packs and sports
packs which acoompanled DDay troops to Normandy, those
portable tideyouover canteens which filled the gap till Naafi
itself operated?
What of the thousands of newspapers distributed free over
seas?
What of the Naafi/Ensa shows which cover the world?
What of the fleet of Naafi canteen launches serving the
Navy?
What of the complex business of Services' messing—more
than half of Jwhich comes from Naafi? And of the manifold
problems of messing for Hindu, Moslem, Jew and Vegetarian?
What of Naafi under canvas in "sealed invasion camps" and
elsewhere,. with tenting manufactured, camouflaged and re
paired by Naafi itself?
And what of the immense field of activity behind all these
things, .the bakeries, static and mobile, mineral water factories,
breweries, sausage factories, food laboratory, printing presses,
tea. blending and packing, coffee roasting and canning, bacon
smoking, furnishing, decorating, buying in world markets,
establishing warehouses and depots, opening and closing of
establishments as troops are moved around the war chessboard?
There is no comparable organisation anywhere in the world.
f

LASTMINUTE CASUALTIES
KILLED. — Sgt. T. Boakes, L/Cpls. A. S. Gantlett, M.
Molloy, Ptes. C. W. Chinnery, L. W. C. Hearnden, M. Rosen,
R. A. Stiff.
DIED OF WOUNDS.—L/Cpls. N. Earnshaw, C. R. Webb,
Ptes. J. A. Chudley, W. E. Cooper, F. J. Gilham, J. Lee, J. W.
Mabbott, H. Moore, H. C. Mortimore, R. E. Williams.
WOUNDED.—Sgts. L. H. Anthony, R. H. Challis, W. J. K.
Ellis, Cpl. J. Cooper, L/Cpl. F. K. C. Brett, Ptes. K. B. Bates,
J. H. Day, D. J. Fox, T. Grigsby, F. W. W. Herring, W. ,T.
Jennings, H. W. King, A. H. Ling, F. M. Oliver, F. S. Phillips,
V. G. Rendell, F. R. Shapter, H. Taylor, E. Wallace, F. Wilson.
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* A gunner wrote us from Florence to say that his
tw'A r&J&$pf+ leave would have been spoilt by " an awful cold "
if he had not been lucky enough to get some
'ASPRO' tablets from a friend. One or two tablets with some orange
juice quickly put him right. Incidents like that are happening at
home and overseas, in Services, factories and in the home, every
minute of the day. They demonstrate the widespread service that
'ASPRO' is always ready to render. Whatever the weather, whatever
the season, 'ASPRO' is always helping someone.
A

tion

sSSI
V.V.VAV.Vt«»V,V»*2S£iSal4

mmi!§sin
,.- -;* «\v.*- -'.v.'

flSitfiV'

fgp^

17HAS MO UNPLEASANT AFTER-EFFECTS
Obtainable Soldier Finds Relief from
from
Sleeplessness
. . .
ALL

NKB MI
a

_

A

A

F
I
rail

_

fja nfoone
w

P R I V A T E R. H., Ex Overseas Draft, writes :—"I feel I must
write and tell you what great benefit your 'ASPRO' tablets
were to me out in the Middle East. I was twice in hospital
w i t h n e r v o u s trouble and after treatment there I could not
sleep except fitfully and I was always having bad dreams. I
blesi the day I aaw 'ASPRO' for sale In the N.A.A.F.I.
canteen at the camp. They were a godsend to me and I was
soon sleeping well and regained an appetite that I had
lost for several weeks."
MADE BT ASPRO LIMITED, SLOUGH, BUCKS.

Why WRIGLEY'S Chewing Gum
is the greatest friend o£
those in the services
The benefits and pleasure derived from Wrigley's
Chewing Gum have made it a favourite of men and
women in uniform wherever they may be serving.
Whether in the air (it is an official Air Force issue)
at sea or on the land, W rigley's helps to relieve tension
and gives a sense of ease and relaxation.
Wherever smoking is forbidden it helps to overcome
that craving for a smoke. A boon when meals are
irregular, Wrigley's tides
you over the emergency.
It excels as a
quencher.
Two

thirst

flavours — P.K.

(peppermint)

and

SPEARMINT (garden
mint). Always carry a
supply with you—it can
be your greatest friend^
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"Quo Fas et Gloria Ducunt."
BATTLE HONOURS BORNE ON THE REGIMENTAL COLOUR
The Sphinx, superscribed "Egypt."
"Vimiera," "Corunna." "Almaraz." "Vlttoria," "Pyrenees,"
"Nlve," "Orthee." "Peninsula," "Punniar," "Moodkee.
"Ferdzeshah," "Aliwal," "Sobraon," "Alma," "Inkerman," "Sevastopol," "Lucknow," 1 "New Zealand," "Egypt, 1882,'
"Nile, 188485," "South Africa, 190002," "Afghanistan, 1919."
BATTLE HONOURS BORNE ON THE KING'S COLOUR:
"   >
"Mons," "Ypres, 1914, '15, '17, '18," "Hill 60," "Somme, 1916, '18," "Vimy, 1917," "Italy, 1917, '18," "Gallipoli, 1915.'
"Gaza," "Defence of Kut A1 Amara," "Sharqat."
THE GREAT WAR BATTLE HONOURS—18 BATTALIONS:
"Mons," "Le Cateau," "Retreat from Mons," "Marne, 1914," "Aisne, 1914," "La Bassde, 1914," "Messlnes, 1914, '17,'
"Ypres, 1914. '15, '17, . '18," "Hill 60," "Gravenstafel," "St. Julien," "Frezenberg," "Loos," "Somme, 1916, '18/
"Albert, 1916, *18," "Bazentin," "Delville Wood," "Pozidres," "Guillemont," "FlersCourcelette," "Morval," "Thiepval,"
"Le Transloy,"  "Ancre Heights," "Ancre, 1916, '18," "Arras, 1917, '18," "Vimy, 1917," "Scarpe, 1917," "Oppy/
"Pilckem,"' "Langemarck, i917," "Menln Road," "Polygon Wood," "Brcodseinde," "Passchendaele," "Oambral, 1917, '18,'
"St. Quentin," "Rosieres," "Avre," "Villers Bretonneux," "Lys," "Hazebrouck," "Kemmel," "Amiens," "Bapaume, 1918,'
"Hindenburg
Line,"
"Ep6hy,"
"Canal
du
Nord," "St. Quentin Canal," "Courtral," "Selle," "Sambre,"
"France and Flanders, 191418,". "Italy, 1917, '18," "Suvla," "Landing at Suvla," "Scimitar Hill," "Gallipoli, 1916,"
"Rumanl." "Egypt, 191516," "Gaza," "El Mughar," "Jerusalem," "Jericho," "Tell 'Asur," "Palestine, 1917, '18,'
"Defence of Kut A1 Amara," "Sharqat," Mesopotamia, 191518."
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Editorial
VISIT OF THE COLONEL OF THE REGIMENT.
General Sir Charles BonhamCarter, G.C.B.. C.M.G.. D.S.O.,
Colonel of The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, paid
a visit to the Depot and 13tli Infantry Training Centre, on
July 20th, and stayed the night, going on to another battalion
on the afternoon of the 21st. He was met at the Depot by
Lieut.Colonel P. H. Macklin and Major S. E. Brooks.
The Officers of the Regiment dined with the General in
the Depot Mess and the 2nd Battalion Band played during
dinner.
After dinner the party attended a social in the
Sergeants' Mess. The next day official business was transacted
and exprisoners of war were seen, also the Infantry Training
Centre farm and store were visited.
The party lunched with the I.T.C. officers. After lunch
the General paid a private visit to BrigadierGeneral Style at
Weirton Grange and returned to Barracks for tea and left for
Broome Park.
The visit of the Colonel of the Regiment was much enjoyed.
Colonel Howe and Capt. J. E. Wyand Brooks, an exprisoner of
war, were regimental guests at dinner.
*

*

*

*

A general meeting of the regimental Past and Present
Association was held at Maidstone on the 25th August, the
first since the outbreak of war.
Colonel H. D. BuchananDunlop, C.M.G., D.S.O., considered
that the chairmanship should be taken over by a younger
member of the Regiment, and Colonel W. V. Palmer, who com
manded the 1st Battalion and was the Officerincharge Records,
agreed to take over.
The sincere thanks of all members of the Regiment are
due to Colonel BuchananDunlop for his unfailing courtesy
and help in all matters dealing with the Association since he
filled
the chairmanship from Colonel G. Maunsell, and the
regret at his decision to retire is much lightened by the
acceptance of the new chairman.
The committee considered the advisability of forming
branches covering areas of the county of Kent, and further
meetings will be held to investigate these possibilities.
It is hoped to hold the Annual Reunion in 1946 and possibly
an Annual Dinner during the winter of the same year.
The issue of the Association leaflet was confirmed by the
committee; this leaflet has been and is being instrumental in
bringing in a number of life members.
The release from censorship was not received in time to
alter the present edition of The Queen's Own Gazette, but it
is hoped to give more general news of regimental affairs in our
next issue.
1

Commanding Officer of a battalion of The Queen's Own
Royal West Kent Regiment. Lieut.Colonel Dennis Edmund
Blacquiere Talbot. M.C., of Tenterden. has been awarded the
D.S.O. for services in NorthWest Europe, according to the
"Kent Messenger."
The citation states:—
"This officer has been commanding a battalion since July
21st, 1944.
"Throughout this time he has set a fine
example to the
officers and men under his command in action, and I consider
that his devotion to duty to be exemplary.
"In January. 1945, during the temporary absence of the
Brigade Commander, he planned the part to be taken by 130
Infantry Brigade in operation 'Blackcock.'
"Due to his careful and good planning, the operation was
a complete success. All objectives were captured with small
casualties, and a large number of prisoners were taken."
4.
ANY NEWS OF PTE. JUPP ?
Now that so many exprisoners are home from captivity
perhaps there are some among their numbers who can supply
information of the burialplace of Pte. Jupp. His mother has
written this office from her home at 96. Welling Way, Welling.

REGIMENTAL "AT HOME."
A very pleasant "At Home" was held for Officers and Wives
of the Regiment at the Senior United Service Club, Pall Mall.
S.W.I on the 18th July.
The "At Home" was obviously much enjoyed, and the
thanks of all are due to the Colonel of the Regiment making
it possible for so many old friends to meet.
The following officers were present, but owing to the large
numbers in attendance it is regretted that many names were
missed by The Queen's Own Gazette representative, and we
offer our apologies:
General Sir Charles and Lady BonhamCarter, the Rt. Hon
Colonel Sir Arthur and Lady Boscawen. General Sir George and
Lady Cory. General P. M. and Mrs. Robinson. Colonel H. A.
and Mrs Belgrave, Colonel W. V. and Miss E. Palmer, Colonei
II. S. Brown, M.C., Colonel G. E. WingfieldStratford, C.B.E..
M.C., Colonel and Mrs. Pulverman, Colonel and Mrs. Haycraft,
Lieut.Colonel and Mrs. Sharpin, Lieut.Colonel and Mrs.
Talbot, Lieut.Colonel and Mrs. Knatchbull. Lieut.Colonel and
Mrs. Heygate, Lieut.Colonel G. Defrates, D.S.O., M.C., Lieut.
Colonel B. L. Clay, O.B.E., Lieut.Colonel and Mrs. R. M. Lees.
Major Eason, Major and Mrs. LewisBarned, Major and Mrs.
H. B. H. White, Major and Mrs. S. E. Brooks, Major and Mrs.
H. Scott, Major and Mrs. B. J. R. Stoneham, Major M. Grove.
M.C., Major and Mrs. H. N. Edwards. Major and Mrs. R. Butler.
Mrs. Riddle, Mrs. Saville, Mrs. Howlett, Mrs. J. Whitty, Mrs.
Keane, Mrs. Bredon, Mrs. Keenlyside. Capt. and Mrs. Keenly
side. Capt. and Mrs. Andrews. Capt. and Mrs. Mulhall, Capt.
and Mrs. Stevens, Capt. and Mrs. Thatcher. Major Deering,
Major Rippon, Major R. Brown. Capt. H. Rogers. M.B.E.. M.C..
Capt. and Mrs. John Brooks.

PRIVATE JUPP.
Kent, saying that she has had no confirmation from the
Registrar cf Graves, and in the hope of someone recognising
her son and writing her of some news, we reproduce his
photograph.
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Honours and Awards
In Recognition of Gallant and Distinguished Services in
Italy:—
ORDER OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE
Additional Members (Military Division)
Major (temp.) Maurice Hugh Wonnall (71746).
6339825 Warrant Officer (Class II.) Henry Donald Wilkins.
MILITARY CROSS
6S36314 Warrant Officer (Class II.) Frederick Moyses Dixon.
Mentioned in Recognition of Gallant. and Distinguished
Services:—
Major (temp.) D. H. Gwilliam (74679).
Capt. (temp.) N. Bloom (301781).
Capt. (temp.) D. O. Henley (149034).
Capt. (actg.) J. E. Robson (174429) (since died of wounds).
Lieut. E. A. McFarland (203891).
Lieut. H. A. Romain (312123).
2ndLieut. R. A. Knight, M.M. (318446).
6342035 W.O.II. C. G. Copper.
6336314 W.O.II. F. Dixon.
6347137 W.O.II. S. R. W. Purll.
6341926 Sgt. M. Cowan
6097574 Sgt. N. Gore.
6351007 Sgt. A. Stevens.
6347433 L/Sgt. J. Clarke.
6355158 Cpl. J. W. Bloomfield.
G294627 Cpl. E. Rayner.
2188746 L/Cpl. M. Fearon.
5829773 L/Cpl. S. J. SnowJlng.
3249089 L/Cpl.1 J. A. Stoker.
14317965 Pte. F. Cotty.
6020066 Pte. C. H. Mead
6353149 Pte. R. Wainwright.
In Recognition of Gallant and Distinguished Services in
N.W. Europe:—
ORDER OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE
Additional Officer (Military Division)
Lieut.Colonel (temp.) Herbert Oastler Hinton (56323).
D.S.O.
Lieut.Colonel (temp.) Dennis Edmund Blacquiere Talbot, M.C.
(40742).
MILITARY CROSS
Major (actg.) Michael Sadler Gale (126969).
MILITARY MEDAL
6387036 L/Cpl. I. W. Harris.
Mentioned In Recognition of Gallant and Distinguished
Services in N.W. Europe:—
Lieut.Colonel (temp.) C. H Gilbert (94510).
6S41443 W.O.II. S. H. Wells.
6353105 Pte. F. Mannel.
Major (temp.) F. J. Lawrence (138037).
Capt. (temp.) M. F. Jupp (180270).
In Recognition of Gallant and Distinguished Services in
the Mediterranean Theatre:—
ORDER OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE
Additional Officer (Military Division)
Lieut.Colonel (temp.) John Moncrieff Carr (72350).
In Recognition of Gallant and Distinguished Services in
Burma:—
MILITARY CROSS
Lieut. James Edmun Michael Turpin (265889).
Lieut. Robert McAvoy (311919).
Mentioned in Recognition of Gallant and Distinguished
Services:—
Major (temp.) N. T. Read (200314).
Major (temp.)'G. R. Young (197265) (attached 5 Mahratta L.I.).
Capt. (temp.) J. D. K. Short (172343).
Capt. (temp.) L. H. Wintgens (140264).
Lieut. D. J. Cooper (321373).
6345092 Sgt. L. G. H. Clarke.
6346874 Sgt. R. P. Wells.
Mentioned in Recognition of Gallant and Distinguished
Services in the Field:—
Major (temp.) T. F. Bayntun.
Capt. (temp.) J. M. C. Planel (242921).
In Recognition of Gallant and Distinguished Services in
the Field:—

MILITARY CROSS
Lieut. Albert Ernest Jode (216547).—(From the London Gazette,
' April 27th, 1944. Omission from June, 1944, Queen's Own
Gazette.)
Major (temp.) Robert Butler, M.B.E. (66159).
Capt. (temjp.) Ernest Percy Flood, M.B.E. (190301).
Capt. (temp.) Edward Ernest Newbald (99722).
Lieut. John Burnell Browne (126454).
Lieut. Roy Royston Cooke (117966) (att'd. Commandos).
Lieut. Richard Austin James (186230).
THE EFFICIENCY DECORATION
Capt. D. V. Bassett (47186).
Capt?. Sir D. W. I. Watson, Bt. (38975) (T.A.R.O.).
Mentioned in Recognition of Gallant and Distinguished
Services in the Field:—
Capt. (temp.) C. M. Barnard (113626).
Capt. (temp.) D. J. Cropper (188571).
Lieut. A. F. H. E. Caller (300220).
Lieut. H. D. T. Groom (269552).
6343993 Cpl. J. E. Holland.
4984605 Pte. F. Bett.
6347286 Pte. C. W. Phillips.

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & DEATHS
BIRTHS.
ANDERSON—On the 9th July, 1945, at Maidstone, Kent, to the
wife of Pte. S. Anderson, a daughter, Marilyn Diane.
BLANKS—On the 8th August, 1945, at Maidstone, to the wife
of L/Cpl. A. Blanks, a daughter, Sylvia Anne.
FURNEAUX—On the 2nd August, 1945, at Staines, Middlesex,
to the wife of C/Sgt. A. Furneaux, a daughter, Janet.
MORTIMER—On the 26th August, 1945, at Bromley, Kent, to
the wife of L/Cpl. J. Mortimer, a daughter, Jacqueline Ann.
MURRAYWOOD—On September 9th, 1945, at The Mount, South
Fleet, Kent, to Janet (nee Wharton), wife of Major W.
MurrayWood, Q.O.R.W.K. Regiment—a daughter (Sandra).
SANDERS—On the 2nd July, 1945, at Bromley, Kent, to the
wife of Pte. J. Sanders a son, Peter James.
SUTTON—On the 24th July. 1945, at St. James's Hospital,
Rftihfrm, to the wife of Pte. W. Sutton, a daughter, Ann
Margaret.
THORPE—On the 6th July, 1945, at Beckenham, Kent, to the
wife of Pte. S. Thorpe, a daughter, Valerie Joan.
TRENEMAN.—On the 26th June. 1945, at Maidstone, Kent, to
the wife of Sgt. W. Treneman, a daughter, Rosemary.
MARRIAGES.
EDWARDS—WALLACE—On the 25th August, 1945, at Maid
stone, Kent, Pte. E. Edwards to Florence Wallace.
FURR—TTAyTF.fi—on the 26th May, 1945, at Chilham, Kent,
Pte. R. Furr to Doiis Da vies.
KEDGE—SEEKES—On the 25th August, 1945, at Tidworth,
Wiltshire, Pte. D. Kedge to Edith Mary Seekes.
LAW—DEXTER—On the 5th July, 1945, at Kettering, North
ampton, Pte. Law to Hilda Dexter.
MARTIN—HIOKS—On the 11th June, 1945, at Maidstone, Kent,
Cpl. T. Martin to Nellie Lilian Hicks.
MILES—GOODWIN—On the 11th June, 1945, at Tonbridge,
Kent, Pte. G. Miles to Florence Rita Goodwin.
NASH—SMITH—On the 25th August, 1945, at Bromley, Kent,
Pte. B. Nash to Mabel Isabel Smith.
TIBBETTS—MABB—On the 1st September, 1945, at St. John's
Church, Sevenoaks, Kent, Pte. P. Tibbetts to Betty Mabb.
TOWERS—GAZELEY—On the 24th June, 1945, at Harrow,
Middlesex, Pte. A. Towers to May Lilian Florence Gazeley.
WADE—MOLONEY—On the 17th June, 1945, at Stradbally,
Co. Waterford, Pte. T. Wade and Anna Moloney.
YATES—PORTER—On the 21st July, 1945, at Dartford, Kent,
Pte. D. Yates to Doris Lilian Porter.
DEATH
COX —On the 14th June, 1945, at Maidstone, Kent, Carol
Patricia Anne, daughter of Pte. F. Cox.
IN MEM0RIAM.
PHILLIPS—Major R. J. McC. Phillips, R.W.K. Regt., attached
7th Hampshire Regt., killed in Normandy 13th July, 1944.
—In dearest, proud, and constant memory of Dick. Remem
bering also those who fell with him.—M,
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
5946742 R.Q.M.S. Morris, D.
A.A.C. att. 161 Recce Regt.,
No. 3, Crash Camp, 
Hartford Bridge,
Northumberland.

To The, Editor, The Queen's Own Gazette,
Dear Sir,—Being an exmember of the 2nd Battalion The
Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, I would like to pass
on to readers of the "Gazette" a bit of news about Major
M R L. Groves, M.C., who was at one time in the Battalion.
Until recently he was a Squadron Commander Jn the 161
Recce Regiment, and has Just been posted to the 6th Airborne
Div. He is at present on 14 days' embarkation leave prior to
leaving for somewhere in the East.
I am sure that older
members of the Battalion will join me in wishing him the
best of luck and a speedy and safe return, especially as a happy
event is expected to take place shortly.
I have also met Cpl. "Bill" Sibley, late of C Company 2nd
Battalion. He is patiently waiting for his release group.
I send my good wishes to all members of the Band and
Drums of the Battalion,  especially to C.S.M. Denton and Cpls.
Hunter and Fisher.
»
, „m,
I hope this poor effort will find a little space in The
Queen's Own Gazette," and I shall be watching for the 2nd
Battalion to continue their sporting, activities with the success
they deserve.
'
Good luck to you, Sir, and to the Regiment,
D. MORRIS.
To The Editor, The Queen's Own Gazette.
Dear Sir,—As my brother was a Pte. of H.Q. Company,
former " E" Company Signals, and had had a drawing published
in your magazine dated February, 1940, of which I have a
copy, I wondered if you would be so kind as to help me in a
matter concerning him.
Pte Kenneth Pullar, No. 6345960, was reported missing in
May of 1940, and since then no definite news has been heard
of him Several endeavours by the War Office and Red Cross
have proved fruitless, and though he has not, according to
the War Office, been previously reported on a casualty list,
they at last conclude that he must be presumed killed, and
"notified my father to this effect, last week. On such vague
information, I think you will understand why we are so dis
satisfied and anxious to hear whether or not my brother has
survived this war, and sincerely hope this is the case, in fact
we cannot believe any mere presumption on the part of the
War Office for it; certainly does not mean as much to them,
especially as they have so many cases of this kind to contend
with.
Perhaps, if you would be kind enough to publish part of
this letter in "The Queen's Own Gazette," maybe some of his
pals or somebody who knew Pte. Pullar and was with him
over the "other side" would spare the time to communicate
with me through yourself.
Any other information you may require on this matter
will be willingly forwarded on notification from you.
Thanking you for attention and consideration.
ESME PULLAR.
202, Crescent Drive,
Petts Wood,
Orpington, Kent.

EMPLOYMENT FOR DISABLED EXSERVICE MEN.
The King's Roll Clerks Association, Ltd., has notified the
Hon. Secretary, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment
Compassionate Fund that they are able to offer permanent
employment to badly disabled exService men who live In
London or the suburbs.
The work done is typing, multigraphing, addressing en
velopes and wrappers, folding literature and posting.
The
hours are 8.30 a.m. to 4 p.m. at present, Monday to Friday,
and the pay is 8s. per day minimum. Men are also sent out
to work at firms' offices, when pay is in accordance with work
done.
Any disabled exService man interested should apply to
the Secretary at Plumer House, 165167, Borough High Street,
London, S.E.1. or through his local Labour Exchange, and he
would find that the Association could be of real service to
him.

THE ROLL OF HONOUR
KILLED.
W/Lieuts. J. A. A. O'Brien, W. I. Mildenhall, Sgt. B. F.
Adams, A/Sgt. B. H. Cheeseman, Ptes. L. Crutchfield, G. Hay
wood, D. J. Mason, C. J. Richardson, J. G. Smith, G. H. Worley,
Sgt. J. T. Oasgood, Cpl. J. Dempster, L/Cpls. A. J. Alder, G.
Champ, Ptes. J. P. Austrln, E. F. Dewing, B. R. Farrant, G. E. F.
Fullarton, S. G. Harrold, D. J. Spurway, E. J. Baynham, D. V.
Down, G. J. Thomas, L/Cpl. F. Dalton, Ptes. S. Barton, F. W.
Gallagher, G. H. Hewett, J. E. Sprigg, L/Sgt. T. Boakes, Pte.
C. W. Chinnery, L/Cpl. A. S. Gantlett, Pte. L. W. C. Hearnden,
L/Cpl. M. Molloy, Ptes. M. Rosen, R. A. Stiff, W/Cpl. R. G.
McQuade, Ptes. W. R. Cully, K. F. Mace, G. L. Maynard, F. J.
Walker, G. T. Grceger, S. Weeks, J. Sales, J. W. H. Tucker,
L/Cpl. J. H. Webb,
DIED OF WOUNDS.
W/Lieut. Linck, Ptes. L. Harsley, E. J. Mullins, A/L/3gt.
H. Phillips, W/Cpls. A. C. Trussell, W. J. Dowell, Pte. J. Fitch,
A/Cpl. F. R. Vernon, L/Cpl. R. G. Taylor.
DIED OF WOUNDS AS PRISONEROFWAR.
A/Cpl. S. M. Paul, Ptes. A. E. Atkins, F. Kenvln.
DIED.
Pte. R. Barrett, Cpls. R. H. Marsh, J. W. Hartridge.
PREVIOUSLY REPORTED WOUNDED, NOW REPORTED
DIED OF WOUNDS.
Pte. E. Ashcroft.
PREVIOUSLY REPORTED PRISONEROFWAR, NOW
REPORTED DIED AS PRISONEROFWAR.
Ptes. F. T. Smith, S. A. Playford.
WOUNDED.
A/ Major Stewart, Major R. W. Balbernie, W/Lieuts. T. C.
Archdeacon, F. G. Read, H. J. Wise, J. S. Bates, J. S. Cecil, A/Capt.
H. W. P. White, A/Cpl. C. L. Gardener, Ptes. E. Allum, F. Bownes.
J. W. Frost, G. T. E. Gore, L/Cpl. L. G. Foster, Ptes. W. J. Baker,
G. H. Bourne, J. R. Evans, R. Kately, R. W. G. Marler, R. S..
Pelling, L. R. Swann, N. Bedlow, A. Davey, F. H. Filer, D. O.
Hunt, J. Mack, H. C. Miller, W/Sgt. J. T. Brown, Cpl. N. R.
Shaw, W/Cpls. J. Tootell, V. R. S. Stockwell, A/Cpl. W. Ward,
L/Cpls. I. E. Brockwell, A. Cornwall, R. P. Partridge, W. E.
Pirser, Ptes. J. W. Barwick, J. A. Bolton, P. G. Ehrlick, C. E.
Gotsall, P. J. Hardiman, E C. Hendley, E. E. Mitchell, C. J.
Baxter, V. E. Bramble, A. R. Critchley, E. Fenwick, G. W. R.
Greenfield, T. G. Harrold, A. Kaucher, G. E. Parrott, R. D.
Ponder, Cpl. L. S. Tillett, W/Cpls, G. Cheeseman, W. F. Ripper,
L/Cpls. R. D. Harvey, F. Plummer, Ptes. R. D. Barrett, H. J.
W. Bird, C. L. Bridge, W. D. Dunster, F. T. Fowler, W. E.
Hanscomb, D. E. Lonsdale, W. Pakeham, W. F. Webb, L/Sgt. T.
W. Pearce, Cpl. F. Hall, L/Cpls. V. J. Bryant, H. L. G. Ivens,
U/L/Cpl. A. A. Searle, Ptes. J. Brown, C. F. Champion, C. F.
Collins, R. J. Evenden, G. E. Fincham, A. Gibbon, K. G. Heayel,
J. Howell, J. B. Nickels, F. Smith, E. P. Ash, C. Berry, W.
Brennan, T. W. Degg, W. T. Fouracre, J. O. Harrison, J. Nixon,
F. Rae, H. Taylor, W. T. Waters, F. Sawyer, W/Sgt. E. W.
Purdue, W/Cpl. J. W. Cordwell, Ptes. J. W. Barwick, A. J.
Collett, J. E. C. Fox, T. W. Marshall, F. Rolling, R. C. Sayers,
R. J. Sime, E. G. Thorogood, A. P. Cole, S. F. Hills, J. W.
Pinder, F. G. Roystone, D. C. Scragg, F. Taylor, W. F. Wood.
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 Air ViceMarshal A. E. Borton, C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O., chair
man of the Kent Territorial Association, has just returned
from a visit to Kent units, both military and air, stationed in
Italy.
Discussing the tour with a "Kent Messenger" representative,
he said:
"After visiting air units in Italy, which included the 500
County of Kent Bomber Squadron, my next visit was to the
6th Battalion The Queen's Own Royal West Kents. I motored
by jeep Into Austria through narrow gorges, where every bridge
bears testimony to the activities of the R.A.F.
"In one place both road and rail bridges have disappeared
in a mass of bomb craters, yet not a single crater was more
than 100 yards upstream or down.
"The engineers are working wonders in making diversions
and temporary bridges.
"I passed through exceptionally beautiful scenery into a 
wide fertile valley with brilliant green pastures and orchards,
and the tidy wooden houses typical of the Tyrol.
"I found the Battalion headquarters at Grifenburg, where
the officers are billeted in the local school. Outside flies the
Battalion flag, and round its base on whitewashed stones is
the Rampant White Horse with the device fnvicta' in blue
wooden letters.
WHITE HORSE CANTEEN.
"After dinner in the local Gasthaus the C.O. took me to
the canteen, which they had named the White Horse. It was
a freebeer night.
"The canteen opened on to a garden closed in on two of
three sides by a deep verandah.
"The Battalion has somehow managed to keep its canteen
furniture intact, so that it is all most comfortable.
"They have another asset, too—a riding school. When I
visited it a number of volunteers were being taught to ride
on captured enemy horses.
"I was impressed by the smartness and turnout of the
various companies engaged on drill.
"It seems incredible that those who have fought through
the successful campaigns of North Africa, the victory in Tunisia
and the long road from Sicily up through Italy, with the final
triumph of the Battle of the Po, should be drilling with the
same smartness and efficiency which is expected on the barrack
square in Maidstone.
" My next visit was to Ober Drauburg, 10 miles further up
the valley, to spend the night with The Buffs.
"With the C.O. I visited the Brigadier, who speaks most
enthusiastically of the Battalions of The Buffs and The Royal
West Kents, of whom he obviously has the highest opinion.
Then back again to make a tour of The Buffs.

DEATH 0F

37

BRIGGENERAL A. MARTYN

The death occurred at his house in Devonshire, of
BrigadierGeneral 'Arundel Martyn, aged 76; who commanded
the 1st Royal West Kent Regiment in France in October, 1914,
and afterwards served as brigadier there and in Salonika.
He was a brother of Lieut.Colonel A. Wood Martyn, also
of The Royal West Kent Regiment, and commander of the 10th
Battalion, later becoming, for a few years, a member of
Maidstone Town Council.
TRIBUTE BY GENERAL SIR C. BONHAMCARTER.
General Sir Charles BonhamCarter, Colonel of The Queen's
Own Royal West Kent Regiment, in a tribute to the late
BrigadierGeneral Arundel Martyn, C.B., C.M.G., says he was a
soldier of outstanding merit whose career was brought to a
premature close through wounds and illhealth.
As a young captain at the end of the last century he was
regarded by subalterns in The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment as the pattern on which they should mould them
selves. The standard of efficiency and discipline he demanded
was high, but his sympathy and understanding commanded
the loyal support of his men.
In the South African war he served with distinction with
his battalion and on the staff, and gained promotion to brevet
major.
He joined the Macedonian Gendarmerie in 1904 and became
chief executive officer. In 1912 he assumed command of the
1st Battalion of his regiment and took it to France in August,
1914.
COMMANDED BATTALION BRILLIANTLY.
He commanded his battalion brilliantly and was promoted
to command the 13th Infantry Brigade in October.
Unfortunately he was wounded at Neuve eq Lise, whilst
commanding the 13th Infantry Brigade.
On his return to
France over a year later he again commanded a brigade and
had been selected for command of a division when he was
transferred to Salonika, where his knowledge of the country
was needed. There, an illness which had attacked him during
his previous service in the country returned, and he was
invalided home.
 Being then unfit for active service he was appointed G.O.C.,
South African Military Command, and was retired on account
of illhealth due to active service at the end of the war. For
30 years he never failed to show exceptional merit in every
position he occupied; his early retirement deprived the Army
of one of its finest soldiers.
The number of his brother officers who served with him
is now comparatively small, but all mourn him deeply.

4

A PROUD BATTALION.

R.W.K. PRIVATES WERE JAP GENERALS' ESCORT.

"Thence, partly by air and partly by road, I reached the
5th Battalion Royal West Kent Regiment near Perugia, between
Florence and Rome, on May 27th.
"They were Immensely, and justifiably proud of the
distinguished part that they had taken in the victorious
campaign from Africa) to North Italy.
"Once again I saw a unit who, in spite of the arduous
fighting they had seen, were in such fettle to parade with
peacetime smartness and efficiency.
"The afternoon that I left them, they were taking part
in a ceremonial parade for the C.inC. India, who had come
to inspect the Indian Division to which, they belonged.

Four privates of The Royal' West Kent Regiment escorted
the Japanese surrender generals from Rangoon aerodrome to
their two "barrack room" houses outside the capital, said the
"Daily Sketch."
They were Ptes. J. Dutton, John Street, StokeonTrent;
F. Fisher, Roman Road, London; G. Dickson, Wallwyn Avenue,
Bromley Kent; and J. H. Howell, Kensington Road, London.
The Japanese are sleeping on Indian chapoys—wooden
framed beds interlaced with webbing.

PARTING OF THE WAYS.
"But there was an atmosphere of sadness in the unit. They
had come to the parting of the ways. They had' hoped to
return to Kent as a battalion with their magnificent war
record.
Military considerations, however, prevented this, and it
was only those who were eligible for service in the Far East
who were to return to the United Kingdom and those remain
ing in Italy would be absorbed, as far as possible, in the other
two battalions of the regiment.
"It was a matter of regret to me that it was impossible
to visit other units of the Kent Territorial Association, in
cluding the 97th Kent Yeomanry R.A. I would alsohave liked
to have visited the 1st Battalion R.WK. in Greece.
" I am, however, most grateful to the Army and Air Councils
for having made it possible for me to convey the greetings of
the people of Kent to some of the units of which we are so
proud,"
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WITH OUR FORCES OVERSEAS
SOUTH EAST ASIA COMMAND.
JAP CARRIED THE CAN.
Pte. J. Ding, 77, Moordown, Shooters Hill, London, S.E.18,
stretcher bearer with a battalion of The Royal West Kent
Regiment in Burma, is now famed as a watch dog.
Battalion H.Q. had settled in for the night south of
Toungoo, on the Rangoon Road. The companies were disposed
around them.
There was no sound except the croaking of
frogs and the whirring of cicadas.
The moon was shining
clearly.
Prom beneath a basha in the H.Q. position emerged a
solitary Japanese, refreshed after sleep. On tiptoe, he stepped
towards the perimeter, pausing only to filch a messtin in "D"
Company area. That was his undoing.
The owner saw him, called out in righteous ire. Pte. Ding
saw the furtive Japanese and shot him dead.
The messtin was recovered and Battalion H.Q. carried on
....sleeping.
FORMER LEEDS CURATE IN BURMA.
A popular officer with a battalion of The Royal West Kent
Regiment serving with the 5th Indian Division in Burma, is
its padre, C.apt. Roy Beverley Randolph, one time curate of
St. Saviour's Chuihh, Leeds. Capt. Randolph worked for ten
years with the Cambridge Mission In India before he joined
The Royal West Kents two and a half years ago.
From the dark days of Kohima to the 14th Army's advance
on Rangoon, he has always been in the thick of the fighting
—living with the forward companies, helping to evacuate the
wounded, and encouraging the men.
When I met him,he was buying a supply of Java cigarettes
from stocks left behind by the Japanese among the scanty
stores of village shops. For three months, he said, the unit's
ration of cigarettes.had worked out at three smokes a day
for each man
In a village which the West Kents occupied north of
Rangoon, Capt. Randolph took over the abandoned school, and
craftsman of the battalion built a fine stage, backclothed with
signal strips and illuminated by a Japanese portable generator.
No entertainers had been able to visit the unit and the
padre put on his own show.
A Burmese village cinema proprietor contributed a silent
film projector, with a length of faded Hal Roach film, featur
ing the "Keystone Cops" and bevies of bloomered bathing
belles.
Men of the battalion, who served in the Arakan, in Kohima
and in the mountain operations on the Tiddim road before the
great drive south began, told me of the padre's gallantry in
action.
"He was often with the wounded before the ambulances
arrived," one of them said. "He was always to be found in the
most dangerous places, cheering up the lads and producing
mugs of tea.
"Once he held a service when the company was sandwiched
between some lively counter battery fire. Japanese shells were
falling uncomfortably near us, but all the padre said was, 'Sit
down, lads, you'll avoid any splinters'—and went on with his
service."
FROM MEDWAY TO IRRAWADDY—AND BEYOND.
A battalion of The Royal West Kent Regiment which fought
in Arakan and took a prominent part in 5th Indian Division's
defeat of the Japanese on the Tiddim Road has again been in
action with that division—on the road to Rangoon.
After the Tiddim Road operations, the battalion was flown
out for a rest and refit.
Early in March this year, the R.W.Ks. travelled by road,
to Dimapur, through Imphal, Kalewa, YeU and Monywa to
Myltche, on the west bank of the Irrawaddy, north of Pagan.
Their division formed part of four corps, which made the
spectacular "Panzer" drive to capture Meiktila, in Central
Burma.
From Meiktila, the Corps started its southward advance
on Rangoon.
The Royal West Kents were Involved In a series of night
clashes wiith the Japanese, of whom straggling parties wandered
Into the battalion's perimeter.
The Corps drove on to Lowe, 234 miles from Rangoon,
where the R.W.Ks. took the lead. With tank support, they
killed 30 Japanese at Lowe airstrip.
On one occasion, the R.W.Ks. were helped by two aircraft
which spotted a party of 11 Japanese who, unknown* to them.
Were hiding nearby. The aircraft chased the Japanese into

the open where the R.W.Ks. killed ten of the enemy and
captured their medium machinegun. .
The battalion arrived at Toungoo, 175 miles from Rangoon,
with rain trickling down their necks, crossed the bridgeless
river there and advanced 33 miles to reach PyU two days later.
They patrolled across the river at PyU during the night,;
crossed over in force the next morning and captured a 47 mm.
gun which now stands outside the Battalion H.Q. office. That
day they also picked up two 75 m.m. guns and three machine
guns.
The Royal West Kents continued their advance at an 
average rate of 30 miles a day, disposing of small parties of
Japanese on the way.
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'BOXER WHO HELPED KEEP THE BRIDGE.
A Platoon of The Queen's Own Royal West Kents, guarding
a bridge during the advance on Rangoon, was approached by
a Burmese who pointed to bushes nearby and shouted " Nippon!
Nippon!" at the top of his voice.
Cpl. Alfred Birch, of 23, Hope Street, Maidstone, dashed
off with two other men, and found a Japanese soldier hiding
within 100 yards of the bridge they were guarding.
Cpl. Birch killed the Jap with a burst from his Sten gun.
Cpl. Birch, who was an amateur boxing champion of Kent
in 1936, and was a member of the successful 13th I.T.C. boxing
team of 194243, has served in India and Burma.
Just as we were about to go to press a letter was received
in this office from Cpl. (now Sgt.) Birch telling us that he
was fit and well, and through the medium of The Queen's Own
Gazette we give his cordial wishes to all his friends.
'

4

WELCOMED VOICES HEARD IN KENT CINEMA.
Kent Military Welfare, in conjunction with the Maidstone
Welfare Committee, made arrangements with the Indian
Welfare Organisation for the showing of a film in which Kent
men serving, with the 5th Indian Division in Burma, spoke to
their relatives at home. This film was shown at the Regal
Cinema, Maidstone, and wives and children, mothers and
fathers, and friends recognised and heard the voices of the
following men serving in The Queen's Own R.W.K. Regiment:—
Sgt. L. Clarke, Pte. A. Lipscombe, Cpl. A. T. Birch, Pte.
F. Cates, Pte. S. G. Lambeth, Cpl. A. J. Avis, Cpl. A. Wallis,
L.Cpl. C. Underdown, Pte. W. Taylor, Cpl. R. Pooley, L.Cpl. W.
Pooley, Pte. E. Till, L.Sgt. H. Tutt, Pte. H. Saunders, Pte. A.
Head, Pte. L. Spice, Pte. White, Sgt. G. Boorman, L.Cpl. J.
Hutton, L.Cpl. L. Burgess, Pte. C. Mills, Pte. I. Baldock, Pte.
S. Long, Pte. P. Smith, Sgt. B. Adams, Pte. H. Larking, Pte. A.
Sprules and Pte. C. Wheeler.
It was the second time a film of this nature has been
shown in Kent, the first being at Dover about two years ago.

HAVE YOU GOT YOUR NAME DOWN?
The National Association for Employment of Regular
Sailors, Soldiers and Airmen, whose office is at Dock Road,
Chatham, has instructed us that they are to resume registering
men for employment in the General Post Office. They are
also checking up on those men who were on the waiting list
on the outbreak of war. So many letters sent to those names
and addresses have been returned to the Association marked
"Gone Away," "Not Known," etc., that notes, as this, are to
be published in Service Magazines with the object of getting
the old lists revised and preparing new ones. Men of The
Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment who were on the
waiting list in 1939 should therefore renew their applications,
and, most important, enclose their permanent addresses.
1

PROMOTED MAJORGENERAL.
Brigadier W. P. Oliver, of The Queen's Own Royal West
Kent Regiment, has been gazetted recently as MajorGeneral
and appointed Chief of the General Staff at G.H.Q., Middle
East.
MajorGeneral Oliver is the son of Mr. Parfield V. Oliver,
of Valence House, Sutton Valence,
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: News from Battalions :
NEWS FROM AUSTRIA.
Battalion. — The' great thing in our lives at the
moment is the large number of horses which have been made
available to the Division for welfare purposes. The battalion
has come off rather well in collecting together some quite
reasonable animals, and in consequence riding goes on every
day and we have up to now held three gymkhanas, all of
which have been a big success.
We held a race meeting
yesterday at which 53 men of the battalion actually rode in
races, so you can see that we are getting full value from this
somewhat novel welfare store!
Divisional H.Q. organised a race meeting last week, for
which we entered five horses and brought off one win and.a
place. So we are really feeling quite a versatile unit.
At last we have managed to organise a Battalion Dance
Band, thanks largely to a draft from the Bromley Battalion
which included their dance band leader. So far the band has
put on two minor performances in the local theatre, and
yesterday it played at our race meeting.
They are at the
moment a little raw, but I think very soon we shall be able
to say that we really have got a dance band.
On May 24th Air Vice Marshal Borton paid a visit to the
Battalion;' and stayed the night with us. , It was very pleasant
to hear all the news from England at first hand, and the Vice
Marshal went away with a sheaf of notes regarding the
Battalion's welfare requirements!
This country gives us ample opportunity to get every
conceivablcr sports organised, and now turn out several cricket
and football teams and have several entries in athletic meet
ings.
After much practice, the Battalion recently took part in
a Divisional Ceremonial Parade, and was inspected by General
McCreery.
The C.Qs., 2 i/cs. and Adjts. of all Battalions were required
to be mounted, and this immediately struck us as a major
problem, as not one of the abovementioned in this1 Battalion
had ever ridden a horse' before coming to Austria, let alone
riding in a ceremonial parade!
So with fair trepidation we
took the field on July 6th.
The net result was. I think, reasonably successful, and
from photographs which were taken, fhe Battalion on fqot
certainly really did look smart.

— BATTALION.
When we last approached the formidable task of writing
a Newsletter, the atmosphere could scarcely have been termed
favourable'; our lower portions were immersed in that par
ticular brand of Italian mud which Inspired 'Jon'; the rain
mocked our.efforts: we were widely deployed, and communica
tions were difficult: from frowning "Montes" the watchful
if weary eye of Jerry traced our movements and too often
followed them with unwelcome presents and what he then
perhaps fondly thought was derision! The mistake was his
— that was Christmas, 1944, this is July, 1945, and the day
for which we all waited so eagerly and long has come and
passed.
As we now write we look out upon a perfect Austrian
landscape — noble hills, rich pine forests, clear swift rivers
— and real houses. The clatter of horses' hooves alone
breaks the golden silence — and that's from Invicta stables
— our Riding School! Outside, in letters a foot high, we
proclaim to the world that this is The Queen's Own. The flag
which files high above the road adds further to our splendour.
The whitewash and the blue paint have come Into their
own again. Some enterprising R.W.Ks. have even modernised
and electrified our direction boards. The bugler Is ever more
ambitious, and adds daily to his repertoire. And you just
should see our belts and gaiters! If any reader should possess
influence in the metalpolish industry will he please read
between the lines and act at once.
Should you stroll up the main street, you can drop in
at our cinema — two programmes a week, matinees Wednes

days and Saturdays. You may fall by the wayside, however,
for the theatre may claim you 'ere you reach the cinema —
eveii if Invicta Gardens and The White Horse Inn don't
swallow you up. You must evade, too, the clutches of the
Education Officer (who will want to 'enrol' you), the Sports
Officer (who will put you in for the high jump in more ways
than one), and the everopen arms~of the R.S.M., who will
be lurking in the shadows to ensnare ,the unwary man
who for the moment has no fixed purpose in life. ,You may,
therefore, be well advised to study the weekly Wednesday
Spiritual and Moral Welfare Entertainments and Abuses Events
Programme: thus you will be able, to make an equitable
and just selection between fishing
and drinking, a haircut
and rowing, hunting and dramatic art, or B.D. and K.D.
Important points to note are: Have you got your brown shoes
on? Is your tie straight? Is your hat on the back of your
head and at the correct rakish angle? And are you going in
for belts, web, Mk. 1 star, or belts, soft, K.D., buttonless
and .useless? The thing is that you must never be 'clueless'
on all this. A 'what could matter less' attitude will get you
nowhere — unless into Sgt. Tite's 'Gasthaus'.
Of course we don't want you to run away with the
mistaken idea that we don't do any work around here,
because, on the contrary, we're all very busy doing two
things:
(a) working out our age and service groups, and
(b) working them out again to see they really are as late
as that.
This is quite apart from the menial tasks we still have
to perform — such as making our beds, writing the odd
letter, reading routine orders ref. the next LIAP draw, doing
a guard once in six months, collecting our meals and attend
ing pay parades. We don't complain because we know 'it
won't' be long now*. And after all, there's always the chance
one might come out of that hat — that is if the B.O.R.
ever puts us in, an issue upon which suspicion and doubt
(voiced and unvoiced) will ever exist!!
The advent of our Riding School has brought about
many subtle changes. The most improbable people have been
seen working their will upon equally improbable fourlegged
beasts; or at least managing somehow to hang on until
the nag condescends to slow down and chuck them off.
People don't seem so tired nowadays — at least there always
seem to be enough chairs to go round among the people
who need them.
However, we should carry on the story from where
we left off, and not keep digressing.
We had a most enjoyable Christmas, though we had
to celebrate it one day late, due to the 'exigencies'. But
the transformation from frontline to party atmcsphere  was
a real Queen's Own triumph, and if the celebrations were
any less lavish than the previous year, then shortage of 
time alone was to blame.
Within three days of all this jollity we were back more
or less whence we had come, and midst snow and slush were
gazing with every sign of (outward) enthusiasm on the
mountain mass which was Monte Grande. After a spell
there we hied back once more to the environs of the beautiful
city of Florence, which by now most of us knew quite well.
Almost ten days — very happy days, too — we spent there
abouts, during which time we all came to look quite respec
able again, and then once again up the wellknown roads to
meet the Hun in a new sector close to former hunting grounds.
How well we shall remember the winter 1944/45 — a
period of constant moves pivoting around Castel Del Rio
and Monte Grande. Though the old unquenchable ardour
was never in doubt, we won't pretend that we weren't glad
when in due course we finally
pulled out of that area, and
travelled many miles to a little town called Bertinoro, away
to the east, in the CesenaForliRimini country. We'd grown
accustomed to mountains, and now we saw a vast flat horizon,
beyond which lay the Senlo and the Po. The battle was
almost out of earshot here, and our month of .training (well
diluted with entertainment) was by no means unpleasant.
Came the day, however, when we once more moved to
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engage — and by the same evening we were in position on
the banks of the Senio, taking part in a diverting if some
times hectic war  of grenades and other missiles, pitched
between banks in a spirit of impish fun. This went on —
a few days in and a few days out — for a month; not too
bad, a bit boring at times, though not by any means without
incident.
And then came The Push. We pushed, and we got pushed
too. Senio — Lugo — Conselice — Arge'nta Gap — Ferrara.
Our very last battle was at Agascello, near Ferrara, and
while we were, still there the big news (of Italy, that is)
came in. An unusual expenditure of flares, Very lights, and
tracer greeted the news.
The Queen's Own then indulged in an "adm" move,
this time to Sacile, where .we had just time in which to
get nicely organised before being ordered to move off again
to round up sundry Germans, Cossacks, and other disillusioned
peoples now on the wrong side of the fence, but not always
utterly convinced of this.
May 8th, 1945 — Into Austria
The end — or nearly so — of a long, long journey
fraught with very, many changes of fortune; a country
scenlcally much to our liking; and somewhere at last where
the 'operational' has slowly given way to the 'admin' and
where the organising talent of the Battalion can be (arid
is — and how!) given free rein. For a while there was so
much of this rounding up to be done, however, that we
scarcely had time to realise that the war really was over
at last. Now, with; these problems diminished and the spirit
of The Queen's Own pervading every moment of our lives
in Greifenburg — well, the times have improved more than
somewhat. Especially when they're fishing
names out of the
hat. It's been recorded that several of the older members
pack their kit every time there's a draw, and unpack it
again as soon as Routine Orders come out. Whether this
is part of a system, a mere hallucination, wishful thinking,
or a sign of 'bombhappiness' we have yet to discover.
So you will see, readers, that the first
part of all this
burble Is really about Greifenburg. By no means an undesir
able little spot, either — and a darned sight more spruce
and orderly after over two months' Q.O.R.W.K. occupation.
Our activities now are  turned towards such peaceful pursuits
as education, sport, and baffling, brains. A very lively gymkhana
has twice so far brightened our lives and given us all no end
of fun; and we're promised many moro bigger and better
v
editions.
A most memorable recent event here was our Memorial
Service, in special remembrance of those who have lost their
liVes while serving with'this Battalion overseas. The service
centred around a roughhewn cross of Austrian pine, and
on this are inscribed the names of fallen comrades.
All the "pomp and circumstance' of bygone days came
back to us on the occasion of, our Divisional Parade, quite
the biggest parade in which we have ever taken part. It was
a real success, and The Queen's Own fully upheld all its
traditions on this highly ceremonial occasion.
We've lost some of Gur friends whose A and S Groups
weren't so rosy, and welcomed a number of newcomers in
their stead. It's a hard job to 'put you in the picture' on
personalities after a lapse of six months, for there have
been many changes, many comings and goings. I shall do
my humble best to cover all the main points, and I'm sure
your Company Column writers will supply all the missing
links.
Our already long list of Honours and Awards has gone
up to the  extent of a D.S.O. to our C.O., M.Cs. to Capt.
J. R. Nixon, Lieut. K. H. N. Cooke, Lieut. R. H. Jackson,
R.A.M.C., and C.S.M. Dixon; a second bar to* the M.C. for
Major S. Stewart, a bar to the D.C.M. for C.S.M. Obbard;
D.C.M. to C.S.M. Groves, M.Ms. for L/Sgt. Statham, L/Cpl.
Sharpe (Sigs.) and Pte. Coleman. Last, but not least, a B.EJVI.
to Sgt. Chilcott.
We heartily congratulate them one and all — congratula
tions in which we know you all join. Our only regret is
that we haven't always been able to do the congratulating
personally as quite a number of these old friends have lpft
us: Capt. Nixon is in England, Lieut.. Cooke gone to another
Battalion, Lieut. Jackson, R.A.M.C., posted to another unit,
C.S.Ms. Dixon and Obbard are both in Blighty too, and Sgt.
Chilcott happily went that way on leave the day after his
award was announced. The high honour conferred on C.S.M.
Dixon by the award of the M.C. is, we feel, a most fitting
recognition. .
We extend our deepest sympathy, on behalf of you all,
to the relatives of those who lost their lives in the last

battles in Italy, remembering especially Lieut. Grove, Sgt.
Brophy, M.M., Sgt. Davis, L/Sgt. Magulre and Cpl. Veron, M.M.
To those who were wounded and have not yet been able
to rejoin us we send special greetings — and an open
invitation to either stay home, go home, or come back to
the happy family soon. These include Major P. H. Austin,
Capt. J. S. Evans, Lieuts. D. J. Ablett and H. J. Wise, Cpls.
Tillett and Pearce (both three times wounded). The same
goes for those who left us because of sickness — not least
Lieut. A. L. Davies, Sgt. Bourne, M.M., and Cpl. Pickford, M.M.
It made us very happy to see Lieut. G. H. Jackson (late
of "D" Coy.) when he dropped in on us en route to U.K.
as a repatriated P.O.W.!
Amongst numerous newcomers since the last edition, we
have welcomed Capt. R. H. H. Edgcumbe, Lieuts. S. B.
Chandler, L. H. Allen, B. G. Bennett and S.G.A. Cownle. We
hope they will all have a happy stay with the Battalion.
We were delighted when Major I. H. Roper, M.C., came back
to us after a long illness which had threatened to part us
for good.
Majors T." R. Hartland, M.C., and D. J. Wakefield, M.C.,
have both gone to England.
Not the least exciting event in the more pleasant round
of things was the departure of our first 'Overland to Blighty'
leave party. We who were left thought wistfully of home
sweet home — and sheered off to bed muttering "better
luck next time". The draw from the hat is a solemn business
though — it gives us palpitations and leaves us both
exhausted and disillusioned.
And that, very briefly, is the 'picture'. We know we've,
left an awful lot out, both because of space and from sheer
idleness, and for this we ask forgiveness and would say "Tou
whom we have missed are by no means forgotten. Six months
is a long time. Time rolls on. Much water has passed under
neath L/Cpl. Jeffrey's famous Bailey sines the last. And if
you don't get this into print pretty soon our name will be
even blacker".
The remainder of this News Letter unavoidably had to be
held over to the next issue.—Editor.
"INVICTA."

— BATTALION.
With the end of the European War, there was great
spsculation among all ranks regarding the future role of the
Battalion. The answer came at the end of May, when we
received orders for the Battalion to reorganise. "Battalion
Standing Orders for the Preparation of Drafts Proceeding
Overseas" 1 were put on the shelf, and we made preparatiens
to receive keen young soldiers, who we were to train and,
for a change, keep.
At the beginning of Jurie we left our very pleasant station
near the sea in order that the billets could be handed back
to.their civilian owners, and moved to Kent. It was with regret
that we left the seaside and many good friends.
Under the reorganisation policy, personnel fell into two
categories — eligibles and" nonsligibles — and this led to
many administrative complications. At first
many different
cap badges were seen, but no objections were made when
they were changed for the Kentish Horse.
New faces appear in the Battalion almost daily, and
we're sorry to lose those who have been with the Battalion
for so long.
Lt.Col. P. H. Macklin left us to command 13 I.T.C., and
we welcome Lt.Col. D. E. B. Talbot, D.S.O., M.C., as our
new C.O.
Other changes amongst the Officers during the last
quarter are as follows:
Posted away.
Posted in.
Major P. C. M. Buckle.
Major A. Martyn.
Major E. C.Spurr.
Major B. J. R. Stoneham.
Major C. H. B. Rule.
Capt. J.B. C. Palmer.
Capt* B. H. Pegler.
Capt. F. C. Ruffett.
Capt. P. R. Smith.
Capt. D. H. St. Croix.
Lt. C. B. Rodger.
Capt. T. D. Lloyd, M.C.
Capt. J. F. Tippett.
Lt. P. R. S. Scott.
Lt. A. Grant.
Lt. P. H. Mead.
Lt. R. V. W. Curd.
Lt. F. H. Merrett.
Lt. J. H. Gill.
Lt. R. C. Cowan.
Lt. P. J. Fagg.
Lt. R. Bond.
Lt. A. L. Cullen.
Lt. L. J. Robinson.
Lt. A. J. Waters.
Lt. R. C. Miller.
Lt. P. N. Elgood.
Lt. S. N. Penlington.
Major F. de R. Morgan.
We are also expecting to have with us in the near
future several more Queen's Own Officers from various sources,
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CRASS GREEN
HE ancients called it " zumurrud " from which the Greeks
coined the word " smaragdus " which we in turn anglicised into
Emerald.

THROUGHOUT the ages the emerald has been esteemed as a
gem—its unique colour becoming the criterion of all that is most
restful in nature—" emerald green fields," " emerald sea " and what
more affectionate epithet could be imagined than " The Emerald
Isle " ?
wonder that the emerald was credited with magical proper
ties. It was worn as a prophylactic against innumerable diseases, it
preserved the eyesight—yet destroyed the sight of venomous snakes !
An ancient Indian legend read " He who possesses this charm shall
enjoy the special protection of God."
emerald is much esteemed today, perhaps because of its
scarcity (an entirely flawless stone is rare indeed) but more perhaps
because it retains its pure restful green lustre under the most trying
conditions of artificial light ahd is thus particularly favoured for
fine jewellery.
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some of whom have been prisoners of war. We shall be glad
to welcome them back. We were very pleased to have" Major
H. E. Scott and Lieut. M. C. M. Archer with us though only
for a short time. We congratulate the latter on his marriage
to Miss Edmundson, at Gloucester on 14th August. We shall
be very sorry to lose Major E. Armadale, T.D.,  after a long
period as 2ndincommand of this Battalion, and we wish
him every success in civil life.
The present officers' situation is as follows;
|
Battalion H.Q.
"A" Company.
C.O., Lt.Col. D. E. B.
O.C. Coy., Major F. de R.
Talbot, D.S.O., M.C.
Morgan, M.C.
2/i.c., Major A. Martyn.
Capt. D. J. Cropper.
Adjt., Capt. W. R. Stevens.
Capt. D. J. Milligan.
I.O., Lt. P. R. S. Scott.
Lt. S. N. Penlington.
M.O., Capt. F. Sandy
Lt. A. L. Cullen.
(R.A.M.C.). Lt. J.E. F. Lauder.
Padre, Rev. D. J. Williams
"B" Company.
(R.A.Ch.D.). o.C. Coy., Major W. Grimshaw.
H.Q. Company.
Capt.J.M.G.Millard.
O.C. Coy., Major B. J. R.
Lt. M. H. Marnham.
FaSS
St'neham. £t.p
Q.M., Capt. A. W. Bennett.
Lt. R. C. Cowan.
Lt
p
N
P.RJ., Capt. R. J. G. Lee.
   Elgood.
W.T.O., Lt. F. R. Sw'eeting.
"C" Company.
M.T.O., Lt. R. D. Cheatle.
O.C. Coy., Major J. B. Browne.
Lt A' Water^
". P H Mead
2/Lt. P. Revell
'
, ,
JP ' Company.
°° c°y Capt. J. R. Holland.
Capt. A. White.
Lt. B. W. Bamett.
Lt. J. H. Cudlip, M.M.
Lt. R. V. W. Curd.
The older members of the Sergeants' Mess are leaving
us under the Release Scheme to take up civilian life. S3
far the following have already left: 6335035 R.S.M. A. Harris,
5488664 Q.M.S. F. Rolls, 6195768 C.S.M. E. Day, 6334955
R.Q.M.S. F. Drabble, 549116 C.S.M. E. Pittaway.
Capt. (Q.M.) A. W. Bennett is being released shortly.
In the sporting field
we have not had any startling
successes, but hope to do better in the future when we know
the capabilities of our recent arrivals. Our efforts have given
"the following results:
Battalion' Athletic Meeting: 1st "A" Coy., 2nd "D" Coy.,
3rd "B" Coy., 4th H.Q. Coy., 5th Sp. and "C" Coys.
Brigade Athletic Meeting: 3rd place.
Divisional Athletic Meeting: 100 yards, 3rd, 3962625 L/Sgit.
G. Lewis, "D" Coy.; 440 yards, 2nd, 6465166 Sgt. V. Burtenshaw,
"C" Coy.; 1 mile, 2nd, 14835599 Pte. J. ScottWilson, "A"
Coy.; discus, 1st, 6343378 Pte. F. White, Sp. Coy.
Sp. Company.
MUlhalL
SaSt0?^
Capt. J. B. C.Palmer.
Capt. D. H. St. Croix.
Lt. M. G. M. Archer.
Lt. R. G. Jarvis.

Cricket.
June 23: Pett C.C. 33; 2 R.WJK. 79.
June 30: Barham C.C. 61; 2 R.W.K. 39.
July 3: 2 R.WJK. 109 (for 6 dec!); 2 Surreys 97.
July 17; 2 Surreys 152 (for 5 dec.); 2 R.W.K. 82.
Aug. 1: 6 R. Berks 82 (for 8 dec.); 2 R.W.K. 101.
The result of the InterCompany Cricket Lsague to date
is as follows:
Coy.
Played Won
Lost
Drawn Points
"C"
3
3
—
—
6
"Sp."
2
2
—
—
4
H.Q
3
2
1
—
4
"B'»
2
1
1
—
2
"D"
2
—
2
—
—
"A"
3
—
3
—
—
Other News in Brief.
We have converted a large waterproofing tank for armoured
vehicles in the Camp grounds into a swimming pool, which
has proved very popular.
The P.R.I. canteen which served us so well during the
first two months in this location, has closed down on the
arrival, at last, of the N.A.A.F.I.
Visitors: General Sir Charles BonhamCarter, G.C.B.,
C.M.G., D.S.O., visited the Battalion oh. June 21st, 1945.
G.O.C., Eastern Command, visited us on July 2nd, 1945 '
Commendation: 14835599 Pte. J. H. ScottWilson,' "A"
Coy., was commended by G.O.C. for his gallant conduct in
saving a soldier from drowning whilst on an exercise.
The following guests attended Officers' dinner night on
August 9th, 1945. The Regimental Band was in attendance.
Brigadier P. N. White, ColonelW. V. Palmer, Major _W. Eason,
Lieut.Colonel P. H. Macklin, Lieut.CDlonel V. Close, D.S.O.,
Major A. G. Rich.
Just before this news letter was ready to go to press

the victory over Japan was announced. The news was heard
by many of the Battalion whilst in the middle of an exercise,
when the Battalion was forming a firm base from which an
early attack on the "Jap" was to be made.
Today we have been relaxing from strenuous training
to celebrate this momentous occasion — tomorrow, back to
work.
—
. So once again the question is "What Now?" The answer
will probably be given in our next issue.
' Headquarter Company.
Once again we have moved and left the glorious seaside,
and immediately the advance party caught sight of the camp
it was spontaneously christened "Belsea" and with such
remoteness it is well named. A host of tents and marquees
now greet the returning leavemen's eyes (not forgetting the
white lines, ceremonial guards and other horrors) and after
a delightful stay at a south coast resort we do not take kindly
to such changes.
Once again we have to chronicle many changes within
the Battalion. AH departments .are feverishly training new
staffs in preparation for finishing
the job. Demobilisation and
reorganisation have caused us to lose many old friends
who have been with the unit long before its change over
from the —th Battalion.
—
In particular we have said "goodbye" to R.S.M. "Mo"
Harris, R.Q.M.S. "Twinkle" Drabble, O.R.Q.M.S. Harry Rolls
(who on the night of his demobilisation, was carried through
the camp gates shoulder high "by the B.O.R. staff, much to
the consternation of the Orderly Officer). C.S.M. Day, C.Q.M.S.
Harvey and Cpl. Arthur Keates, backbone of .Company H.Q.,
have also departed, together with Cpl. Clifton (of the G.P.O.),
L/Cpl. Bob Knowies, of the Regimental Police; L/Cpl. Zinser
and Pte. Sandell, of the B.O.R.; Ptes. James, Couchman, Ernie
Bryan and Ainslee among those whose names immediately
come to mind.
Amongst new arrivals we welcome a new C.O., Majors
Scott (who has since left again) and Martyn and several
old friends. Major Stoneham, who has taken over command
of the Company from Capt. Lee, Capt. Ruffett, Lieut. Scott
and C.S.M. Pratt whom we are very happy to welcome back.
Next we would like to congratulate Cpls. Sodeau and
Ellison on putting their third tapes up, and L/Cpls. Milne
and Simmonds on their second.
It was ha"rdly to be expected that the N.A.A.F.I. could
venture into the lurking horrors of Belsen, and so it has
been left to the P.RJ. to pounce upon the ration store, turn
out its inmates and set up the hut as a Regimental canteen.
This has now become known as "The Lee Arms," though
it is sometimes referred to in other more lurid but unprintable
names. There on many a summer's night have been gathered
a motley multitude clamouring for icecream, swiss rolls,
stamps, beer, biscuitsjj'dragon's blood," apples, cakes, fountain
pens, cigarettes and everything a canteen should provide,
except tea and wads.
In closing we would welcome our host of new arrivals
and hope that their stay with the unit will be as happy as
those of us whose time has nearly come to pass on to other
spheres of activity.
I.R.P.
"A" Company..
Since we last" contributed, many changes have taken place
in the Company, and we take this opportunity of extending
a hearty welcome to all recent arrivals, quite a few of whom
we knew from the nevertobeforgotten Blackburn and Ulver
ston days. Best wishes go out to all those who have left us
during the past few weeks, and we hope that they are now
settled down in their new Units. Since our departure from
the sea the Coy. has been quite active both in training, and
on the field of sport. A very pleasant five days was spent in
July at Hythe ranges and on the South Downs, where under
ideal weather conditions Range Courses and Field firing took
place. Quite a lot of firing has taken place during the course
of the last few weeks and judging by results obtained I feel
I can safely say that we have the best shooting Company in
the Battalion. All challenges issued will be gratefully accepted,
we are prepared to take on all comers.
In the field of sport we have also been well to the fore,
the chief event being the Athletic Meeting, and thanks chiefly
to the outstanding performances of Ptes. ScottWilson, O'Leary
and Fisher, and to the efforts of all who represented the Com
pany, very ably led by that grand old warrior, Sgt. "Reg"
Dowsing, who has since left us, the Company ran out winners
by a fairly comfortably margin.
Football and cricket have
also been indulged in quite frequently, and in the football
some promising talent was discovered for future reference in
upholding the reputation of the Battalion. In the cricket,
although we were beaten in each game the team managed to
put up quite a creditable performance and were by no means
disgraced. We are now looking forward to future sporting
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events and on past performances are confident of carrying oil
a., few honours. Chief topic of conversation up to the time of
writing appears to have been the "Atomic Bomb" which seems
to have overshadowed even the subject of demobilisation where
the older school are concerned. Weekend passes of course,
are also a popular topic, the inevitable query as to what time
the next train is, is now gradually dying out since most of the
personnel are now familiar with the train timings. The liberty
truck when run finds favour too, and quite often one can
hear the familiar voice of Sgt. "Freddy" Bute when he is
performing the duties of Company Orderly Sgt., crying out,
"Any more for the Hurry Up Waggon?"
The Company are at present enjoying a few days well
earned privilege leave and as I have very little else to record
in this brief contribution, I will bring it to a close, but before
doing so would like to mention the fact that the following
Officers and ORs of the old 2nd Battalion who have now
returned to this country after being P.O.Ws., for some time,
have visited the Battalion and all looked quite well. Major
H. E. Scott was attached to the Unit for a short period, Capt.
E. P. Flood and Capt. A. J. Thatcher have both paid us a
Visit,' and last, but by no means least, the one and only C.S.M..
(Detective Juan) Butcher looked us up. I would like to take
this opportunity of saying to these, and the many others who
have at long last returned, that we are very pleased to know
they are back safely. Well that is all for now folks, best wishes
to" all from "The Grenadiers."
A.L.F.
"B" Company.
We are now settled down in one of Kent's famous parks,
and I might say that we are under canvas for a change.
Since our last issue, we have seen many new faces come
and go, and we have recently had members of Blackburn and
tJiverston days join us. We welcome to the Battalion our new
Commanding Oflicer. Many, members of the 2nd have visited
us recently on return from Germany, and, despite their period
in captivity, they all looked very fit and well. It 'was grand
to see them all again.
New members, whom we welcome to the Busy Bees are
Capt. R. E. S. Whitehouse, Lieut. P. J. Fagg, Lieut. R. C. Cowan
and Sgt. Cowlard, a very old member of The Queen's Own,
who is at present A/C.S.M. We move fast these days. ' I have
hardly time to welcome Capt. Whitehouse. Here we go. Cheerio
to the said Capt. Whitehouse. He's off to warmer climes, and
has decided to take upon himself a sporran.
Good luck,
Bobby.
Other new members to the Company are nine puppies
produced by TMcks, who has been mentioned in the "Buster"
before.
Mother and family are all doing well, less those
drowned.
At our last station, "B" Company had the good fortune
to reach the Command Finals in the Junior Football League,
and were beaten by the S.W.Bs. in the Finals. Well done,
"B." The Battalion won the Division Cross Country Running
Cup in which the Bees played a^big part. It was.a thrilling
race and brought back memories of the days just before the
War when the 2nd Battalion won the Army Cross Country
Championship at Tidworth.
Great efforts are being maintained to keep the "Bumph"
in the In Basket from reaching the top of the tent and so
far we are just managing.
"BASH ON"
"C" Company.
"C" Company had far more than their fair share of r.egrets
'on leaving the Kent coast. The large number of personnel
who found their way back to the seaside town after the move
bear witness to this fact. 
One thing can be said for the move, namely, the Company
looks extremely fit. Whether this is due to training, open air,
or possibly early nights, I would not care to say.
Our stay under canvas has. been blessed with kind weather,
save for one night, when. "C" Company fines threatened to
become airborne. After this occurred, the rumour went around
that this is an omen—I sincerely hope not.
The diehards of the Company, alas! are leaving; in fact,
only a very select few are still with us, but from what has
taken place, their successors have been well Initiated Into the
routine of Company "HQ," although to outshine their pre
decessors they will have to outdo themselves.
We welcome to the Company, Lieuts. Rodgers, Mead and
Waters, and we hope that their stay will be happy—perhaps
even eventful.
It is rumoured that we are shortly leaving this arena of
guy ropes, railings and tent pegs, but who knows where our
next haven will be?
So the Company will have collected Jet one more resting
place on its long, long journey through this struggle for
existence,
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"D" Company.
Having recently moved from the many and varied attrac
tions of a seaside resort, to the wide open spaces of "Belsen II,"
it is with mixed feelings that we sit down to add our
contribution to the "Buster."
At last we are settling down to .training ourselves and not
others. These things are well under way, and the sound of
firing from the various ranges is to be heard all day and
every day. However, added to all this, the leave situation has
improved, much to everyone's delight, ahd round about noon
each Saturday the great attack on. the railway station com
mences. The railway company have attempted a few counter
attacks, but without any great success. Their biggest success
was gained on the Saturday previous to August Bank Holiday,
when they scored a partial success, and prevented' the usual
breakthrough until 1700 hours.
. Major C. H. B. Rule has recently left us in order to take
up the appointment of 2 i/c 11th Battalion Hampshire Regi
ment. We wish him every success and trust he will look back
on his stay with us as one of'the more pleasant moments of
his military career. We take this opportunity of welcoming
his successor, Capt. J. R. Holland, to the fold.
Sports are well under way, and several members of the
Company are proving to be very versatile by swimming in the
morning, playing football In the afternoon and cricket in the
evening. The rest of their activities can only be guessed at.
Our football team, ably led by Sgt. J. Ball, has as yet been
unbeaten and in consequence we are anticipating great things
during the coming season.
On the cricket field we have not met with quite the same
measure of success, but have the nucleus of a good side. We
congratulate Ptes. Sears and Thompsett on their being chosen
to play for the Battalion team.
Swimming in battle order is progressing reasonably well
and, as yet, we are pleased to report that no one has met a
watery death. However, we are waiting for the day when
C.S.M. Hickman attempts to do the length. We feel that when
that great day dawns history will be made.
Somewhat naturally, the chief topic of conversation among
noneligibles is the Age and Service Group situation. Later in
the month we shall be saying goodbye to old stalwarts such
as Cpls. Bye and Hyde, who are due for the Bowler Hat, which
of course will make several people realise that their turn will
be coming very shortly.
To conclude, we once again send our best wishes to all. .
"GONE TO THE DOGS"
"Sp." Company.
Since our last issue, few of the " Old Boys" would recognise.
the present Sp. Company. The few old faces are now lost in
a sea of new ones. The "under 27's" have left and dispersed
to various units, and new Carrier, 3 inch Mortar, and Assault
Pioneer Platoons have been formed. All three Platoons are in
various stages of training, and although the Whitewash brush
has priority,'the training programmes are being steadily, if
uneventfully, worn down.
Carriers ..still run their famous night trips to holiday
resorts and: canteens, though the weather forced them to
cancel tfiis week's run. Ptes. Crown, Baggett and Langridge
still thrive, .though the firstnamed
is rather worried about
the future of his "beautiful" Carrier, should he get demobbed.
As he says, it IS a little too big for the mantelpiece! The
Mortar Platoon is still bashing away at its drill, whilst the
Assault Pioneers, after severalunsuccessful attempts to blow
up the Park with guncotton; etc., have been sent out of harm's
way on a course.
A fourth Platoon, a Defence Platoon, has just been created,
but as they are all on leave, including N.C.Os. it's rather
difficult to get any dope on them.
Presumably, they just
defend! We aren't prepared to commit ourselves any further
than that!
Recently, with the arrival of a few showers, the insect
problerti has become acute. A stranger, seeing a tent sway
ing and hearing muffled curses coming forth, would be quite
justified in forming an opinion that the Company lunatic was
locked therein.
Notf:so, however—it's just another earwig
being hunted tor his doom!
Other fields of sport, apart from .earwig hunting, occupy
the Company's attention. In the cricket world, we have so
far played two InterCompany matches, winning them both.
In conclusion, to all ex"Sp." boys, everywhere (including
those in civvies!)—good luck.

Sentry: "Halt! Who goes there?"
Army Chaplain: "Chaplain."
Sentry: "Pass, Charlie, all's well!"
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KENT "TOMMIES" ARE INFANTRYMEN AGAIN.

Formerly a battalion of The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment, which was converted to an antiaircraft role when
invasion of Britain seemed imminent, 119 Light AntiAircraft
Regiment in the occupation of Germany, has said goodbye to
its guns, according to the "Kent Messenger."
Playing an important part the regiment is once more
carrying out duties as Infantry, writes a military observer.
It was with mixed feelings that the detachments greased
up their guns for the last time and drove them away to the
gun park where they are to be stored.
For, although these men are now gunners and were quick
to appreciate the fine tradition of the Royal Regiment of
Artillery, to many of them their primary loyalty was to their
original regiment, The Queen's Own Royal West Kents.
"GREENHITHE" GUN.
Last gun to leave the regiment belonged to a detachment
consisting entirely of Kent men, all of whom originally served
as infantry with the Royal West Kents.
The gun bore the name of "Greenhithe," as it belonged to
"G" Troop and it had been decided to perpetuate the Kent
association of the unit by naming the guns after places in
Kent starting with the initial letter of the Troop.
Capt. L. J. Dimond, of Elmwood Drive, Bexley, a former
Bexley Heath schoolmaster, told me the highlights of the gun's
history since it landed in Normandy as part of the famous
15th Scottish Division.
"Rough weather delayed our landing," he said, "but we
got ashore on 'Dplus12' and went into action straight away.
We did not fire our first
shot, however, until two days later,
at Le Mesnil Patrie.
" Since then, until the cease fire, we have deployed in 72
different locations in France, Belgium, Holland and Germany.
But throughout all that time we saw very little of the German
air force. In fact, the New Year's Day raid was the biggest
we saw.
FIRST GUN OVER ELBE
"By far the most important part of our work has been
ground firing
in support of the infantry, and this gun alone
has fired over 8,000 rounds at ground targets.
"We were on that job on the banks of the Maas on
Christmas Day, and we took part in the Siegfried Line break
through.

"At the crossing of the Rhine we fired tracer as directional
fire for the Buffaloes carrying the assaulting infantry across,
and directly we had completed that task we left our guns
behind and crossed the river as infantry for two days.
"We gave air cover for all the main river crossings between
the Rhine and the Elbe, and we fired
in the barrage which
went before the assault over that last great water barrier. This
gun was one of the first
to cross the Elbe.
"Now we are taking up policing duties like everyone else
in the division. It is sad to say goodbye to our guns, for they
have served us well and never once let us down."
WENT TO SCHOOL TOGETHER.
Among the personnel of the Detachment are two Maidstone
men who were together at the same school, All Saints'. They
are Gnr. A. Tyrrell, of Tonbridge Road, a salesman before
joining the Army, and Gnr. H. E. Pearce, of Kingsley Road, a
former paper worker.
Gnr. Tyrrell and Bdr. W. G. Mills, a paper worker, of Essex
Road, Hailing, are the "star" swimmers of the detachment.
"We have been too busy to get much swimming through
out the campaign." Bdr. Mills stated, "but we are looking
forward to having some good sport in the lakes which abound
in this part of Germany."
The leading footballers of the detachment are Gnr. W.
Saunders, of Eccles Row, Eccles, near Maidstone, who formerly
played for Aylesford Paper Mills, where he worked as a packer,
and Gnr. L. T. Bowles, of Milton Street, Maidstone, a cabinet
maker, who played for Willet and Robinson's F.C.
"SILVER'S" FAMILY
Gnr. H. Martin, of Gladstone Road. Maidstone, is the
proud owner of the Troop mascot, a rabbit christened "Silver."
"It was one of two very frightened baby rabbits I found
during an air attack in Normandy," he explained.
"I adopted them both, but one disappeared early on. We
believe that it found its way mysteriously into the stock pot
of a neighbouring unit.
"But I have cared for "Silver" throughout the whole
campaign and she is quite a pet now.
"She gave us a surprise a few days ago, though, by present
ing us with 11 baby 'Silvers.' Evidently she cannot have heard
of thenonfraternisation rule."
The detachment is completed by Sgt. G. Sadler, of Coombe
Road, Maidstone, and L.Bdr. G. L. Verrall. of James Street,
Maidstone.

ROYAL WEST KENTS SAY GOODBYE TO GUNS.—An allKent gun crew, with the Light A.A. guns
which have served with them throughout the European campaign. Left to right, Sgt. G. Sadler,
Capt. L. Dimond, L.Bdr. G. Verrall, Gnr, W. Saunders, Bdr, W, Mills, Gnr, A. Tyrrell, and
Gnr, TT. Pearce.— ("Kent Messenger"),
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ON ALL BATTLEFRONTS
War Record of United Kingdom Troops.
BY MAJOR JOHN NORTH.
Since the summer of 1940, with only one interval of six
months, United Kingdom troops have been continuously in
action on one or other of the world's battlefronts., Let us
see how the British Army has occupied its time from Dunkirk
onwards.
In the first winter of the war Britain sent to France every
available division and every man she could arm. After Dunkirk
the British Isles were weaponless; but, for the best of all
reasons—ultimate victory—Britain, having to choose between
being moderately strong in all three elements and being
predominantly strong in two, had chosen the sea and the air.
At sea she remained unchallenged by any surface fleet; and
she was sufficiently well equipped to win the air battle over
Britain.
Both before and during that battle—which lasted until
the October of 1940 — the British Army at home trained
intensively for its return to Europe. Meanwhile the army
overseas continued to safeguard the vital ports on which the
Empire's communications depended. The route to Australia
and to New Zealand passed through the Mediterranean; and
lt was to Egypt that Britain sent the first contingents of her
newly equipped Army and her first modern tanks—reinforce
ments that were dispatched even during the crisis of the battle
of Britain and while the island itself stood in peril of invasion.
Within less than six months of Dunkirk the British Army
was ready to resume offensive action. In December of 1940,
United Kingdom and Dominion troops opened an armoured
offensive which in 62 days drove the Italians out of Egypt
and Cyrenaica. By 6th April, 1941—when South African forces
entered Addis Ababa — the huge Italian Army in rear of
Britain's desert army had been completely liquidated.
In midFebruary of 1941, when United Kingdom troops
were still in occupation of Benghazi, midway point to Tripoli,
Britain honoured her promise to send an expeditionary force
to Greece if Germany threatened that country's independence.
The promise could be honoured only at the expense of .the
British forces in Libya; and in April the first fruits of Britain's
first desert, victory had to be relinquished.
In this same month immensely powerful German armies,
supported by a virtually unchallenged air force, blasted a
path through Yugoslavia and Greece; but the United Kingdom
and New Zealand troops who continued the fight
on tne
island of Crete until 1st June secured a six weeks' delay in
the opening of the German attack on Russia. That offensive,
originally planned for the middle of May, was ultimately
launched on 22nd June. It was too late by a margin of days
rather than weeks. The icy fury of the Russian winter fell
on the German armies at the very moment of their arrival
at the gates of Moscow.
On 2nd May, 1941, a Germaninstigated rebellion broke
out in Iraq. It was speedily quelled by United Kingdom forces.
Shortly afterwards United Kingdom and Free French troops
were compelled to take action against the Axis elements in
Syria. The successful conclusion of these two comparatively
minor campaigns during the following month brought results
out of all proportion to the effort involved, for they effectively
forestalled any possibility of a German "drive to the east" by
the SyrianIraqui route. Moreover, the success of these cam
paigns prevented Russia from being encircled from the south;
and it was to ensure the safety of the Persian Gulf aidto
Russia route that United Kingdom troops entered Persia on
25th August, 1941.
Japan's entry into the war on 7th December, 1941, threw
new burdens on the small portion of the British Army which
was on garrison duty in India and the Far East. Singapore
was garrisoned only for defence against sea attack. Moreover,
the Far Eastern front could have been reinforced only at the
expense of the vital theatre of operations—the Mediterranean.
It was because of the threat to India by the Japanese
into Burma that Britain was compelled to forestall the
Japanese in the occupation of Madagascar.
Here United
Kingdom forces landed on 7th May, 1942. The British and
Indian forces who had withdrawn from Burma ihto India were
to return at a later date. On 3rd May, 1945, after a succession
of arduous jungle campaigns in which a quarter of a million
British and Indian troops were engaged against a skilful and
ferocious enemy, Rangoon' was reoccupied. ,
By the autumn of 1942 Britain was no longer under the
necessity of waging a series of delaying actions; she was ready
tp move to the attack, on the largest scale. On 8th November
the British First Army — exclusively composed of United
Kingdom troops — inaugurated the battle of Tunisia, at a time
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when the victorious advance of the British Eighth Army from
El Alamein was already in full spate. On 23rd January, 1943,
thq Eighth Army entered Tripoli; oh 8th May, the First Army
entered Tunis. On the same day an American corps entered
Bizerta. Fjve days later Africa was completely liberated. The
final battle had proved to be of that rare and perfect type
which ends in the complete encirclement ahd elimination of
the enemy; and the hand of the general who directed^ It was
that of the future FieldMarshal Alexander.
Two months later,, on 9th July. 1943, the Eighth Army
landed in Sicily; on 3rd September, now part of the 15th Army
Group under General Alexander, it crossed to the Italian main
land; on 9th September its 10. Corps, alongside the U.S. 6
Corps, landed at Salerno. Together these two corps composed
the U.S. Fifth Army under General Mark Clark. It was the
three United Kingdom divisions and one United Kingdom
armoured brigade of the British 10 Corps that finally forced
the passes through the mountains north of Salerno.
At the beginning of 1944 British troops in Italy outnum
bered the Americans by three to one; and at the Anzio landing,
on 22nd January, 1944, the U.S. 6 Corps consisted of three
American and two United Kingdom divisions.
The Eighth
Army, with a Canadian Corps, a Polish Corps, and two British
Corps under command, was secretly switched from the east
coast to the Cassino front; and it was the terrific pressure
exerted by this Army that assisted the breakout from Anzio
on the 23rd May.
One hundred and seventy miles to the north stretched
 the Gothic Line—the chosen German positions for the defence
of northern Italy.
Again the Eighth Army was secretly
switched—this time to the Adriatic coast. In the autumn It
pierced the Gothic Line; and FieldMarshal Alexander was able
to launch the U.S. Fifth Army at the enemy's centre when it
had been weakened to deal with the threat in the east.
One last task remained to the Eighth Army in Italy—
to break into the valley of the Po, to cross the river, and to
join hands with the Yugoslav forces of Marshal Tito at the
head of the Adriatic. This meeting was destined to he Trieste.
These men of the Eighth Army—or as many of them as had
survived—had marched some three thousand miles; and behind
every battle they had fought, from August. 1942, onwards, the
same directing mind had been inflexibly at work—the mind
of FieldMarshal Alexander.
Ever before the Italian campaign had reached its trium
phant conclusion, many of the United Kingdom divisions which
had fought through Africa and Italy returned home to join
those other United Kingdom divisions which, together wi h
the Canadian First Army, were to form FieldMarshal Mont
gomery's famous 21st Army Group. The main burden of the
hard fighting was to fall on this army group in the battle of
Normandy.
Its two major attacks preceding the American
breakout from the Western sector of the bridgehead served to
draw.and to hold the bulk of the German armour.
The liberation of Belgium was secured at a stroke by a
British armoured drive; but the battle for the Scheldt estuary
by United Kingdom and Canadian divisions was to witness
some of the hardest fighting in the whole course of the land
operations in western Europe. To this same army group fell
the task of fighting the main battle that was to take the Allied
armies to the left bank of the Rhine.
That battle in the northern extension of the Siegfreid
defences was fought out, and won, by ten United Kingdom
divisions and between three and four Canadian divisions. As
at Caen, with wisdom or unwisdom, the Germans allowed
their reserves,to be sucked into what were to prove merely
defensive actions.
On each occasion American armour
brilliantly exploited its opportunities.
As part of the vast Allied war machine now bearing down
on Germany, the United Kingdom divisions under Field
Marshal Montgomery's command were allotted the task of
crossing the Rhine in its most strongly defended sector, and
of seizing the north German ports, the future administrative
pipelines for the Allied armies in Germany. By 3rd May, 1945,
their fighting mission was completed; organised resistance had
ceased. On 4th May the German armies in northwest
Germany, Holland and Denmark surrendered to the British
commander.
I have caught glimpses of the British Army in action on
many of the fronts on which it has fought in this war, and
I find that my clearest recollections are not of war's destruc
tion, or of rumbling armour, or of gun flashes in the night
sky, but of the British soldier himself, sturdily, almost're
morselessly, going about his job. Infinite in his variety, but
always sturdily himself, whatever his surroundings, in what
ever clime!—And if I were asked, "What is his chief
characteristic?" I should reply, "His good humour and his
good manners." Talk of martial ardour one can leave tp t*)e
German Army.
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Old Comrades' Correspondence
GRAVESEND BRANCH
We regret the passing of one of our Old Comrades, Mr.
Howard, late 1st Battalion, who was an old pensioner of the
Regiment. Now that the world Is at peace again, we are making
a big drive to get more members to our Branch, who will be
sure of a great welcome. We are forming a Wives' Section, so
our members can bring their wives and children along with
them. Mine host, Mr. Bright, has let us have a room where
the children can stay. So come on, you Gravesend boys, give
us a look up when you come home.
We have changed the day of our meeting: we now meet
every other Friday at 7.30 p.m. at the Terminus Hotel, bottom
end of Stuart Road. Gravesend. We are also making arrange
ments for social evenings—whist drives, etc.
Greetings and heartiest best wishes to all our Comrades,
past and present, wherever they are, is the feeling of the
membership.
A. BENWELL.

If you had been
a soldier in iSpg
The Boer War would have found you enduring constant
hardships and fatigue in the vast South African veldt, where
military gains against a brave and wily opponent were often
small and costly.
If your regiment was a client of the Canteen and Mess
Cooperative Society, founded in 1894 by a group of army
officers, your troopship would have ca ried canteen goods
for distribution to the unit in the field. Later, at the request
of General Roberts, this service was extended to the whole
of his army, until the final linkup with Sir Redvers Buller's
force, when the South African Garrison Institutes took over
the Society's work.
Thus, for the first time, the British army had its own small
but efficient canteen service as part of its military organisation,
providing comforts and necessities to the campaigning soldier
at prices he could afford. The experiment had proved itself;
the stage was set for the development of the cooperative idea
into the organisation which, over twenty years later, was to
be known as the Navy, Army and Air Force Institutes.

NAAFI
The official canteen organisation tor H.M. Force* in peace and tea/
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AIR FORCE INSTITUTES

Towers, Claygate, Esher, Surrey

DEPTFORD AND DISTRICT BRANCH
Today I and many others are very proud and happy folk.
Strange as it may seem, our pride and happiness arises from
the fact that as from Saturday, August 26th, The Queen's
Own Social Club, Deptford, ceased to exist!
"What's up with old Paddy?—he must be crackers," I hear
someone saying. "Deptford Social Club finished
and he's happy
about it?" It's all right, comrades; it's only finished
in name
for the moment the Club ceased to exist—The Deptford and
District Branch came into existence.
We wish to place 011 record in The Queen's Own Gazette
our deep appreciation of the honour done to us by the Com
mittee of the Parent Association in electing us to the list of
Branches, and assure them that at all times we will endeavour
to give of our best to the interests of the Association.
The Social Club came into being in 1938. Starting with
only a dozen members—under the chairmanship of the late
Capt. Geo. Allen—it was a success from the very beginning.
With dear old "George" at the helm it had to be, for he set
a splendid example of "good comradeship" to all. He only
missed one meeting from the start of the Club to the day of
his death—and that was to attend a Committee meeting at
Maidstone.
We regret the resignation of Colonel H. D. Buchanan
Dunlop, C.M.G., D.S.O., as Chairman of the Association. He
has served us faithfully and well since he took over from the
late Colonel G. Maunsell.
We take this opportunity to give a hearty welcome to
Colonel W. V. Palmer as our new Chairman, and assure him of
our heartiest cooperation at all times.
May we also move a very hearty—if somewhat belated—
vote of thanks to our Secretary, Major S. E. Brooks. On his
shoulders has lallen the heavy responsibility during the war
years of keeping the Association up to date. We hope we shall
have the benefit of his services for many years to come.
MEETINGS.—The meetings of the Deptford Branch are
now held on the last Saturday in each month at the Brown
Bear, High Street, Deptford. at 7.30 p.m. We sincerely hope
1hat all old—and new—members will make an endeavour to
turn up.
To all serving members of the Regiment, wherever they
may be, we give a hearty "Well done, Comrades!" May we
soon be seeing you! Fraternal greetings to all.
PADDY DOYLE, Hon. Secretary,
79, Downham Way, Bromley, Kent.
LONDON BRANCH
Meetings have been held for the last three months in our
new home, on the last Friday in every month. Our last meet
ing 011 Friday, July 27th, should have been the Annual General
Meeting, but owing to the absence of our Chairman, Major
Bredon, at the last moment we postponed it until the next
meeting, on Friday. August 31st. at 7.30 p.m. The chair was
taken by Mr. H. Elson, and we dealt with a few items on the
Agenda; the Secretary, Mr. Snell, read the minutes of the last
meeting and they were duly signed; the Balance Sheet was
read and found to be in a very good position considering the
bad times we had during the war years. We have to thank a
few of our old members for keeping the Branch going, such as
Mr. H. Elson, Mr. Snell, and a few others, but I think we can
best give our thanks to these old warriors at a later date.
Subscriptions is a delicate matter at all times; with some
we do not have to ask. with others they forget; but there are
still some who have not yet paid, so wiil you please pay up so
that the books can be c'eared; also please note: Subscriptions
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have been altered from Is. to 2s. per annum. The parent of
our longestablished O.C.A. have made theirs 2s., so we think
it only right for us to do the same. During the evening one
of our very well known members paid us a visit. Mr. Protts.
We were very pleased to see him, and I feel sure that when lie
left us he was glad he paid us that visit. He has for quite a
long time been a very active member of the Deptford and
District Branch and was until recently holding an office on
their Committee, but now he tells us that he is giving some of
his time with a Home Guard O.C.A. in the Eltham area. Well,
we wish him the best of luck and a great success with them.
Here is a little footnote:—The 25th London Battalion.
Home Guard, R.W. Kent Regt., invite all the Boys of the
Regiment to pay them a visit at 45, Eltham Road, Eltham.
This is an O.C.A. Home Guard Branch.
— W. COLE.
1

OBITUARY.
MAJOR W. HANSENRAAE, M.C.
The news of the death in action of Major HansenRaae.
M.C., at Cassino, on May 14th, 1944, came as a shock to his
regimental friends, and letters received by his widow from
senior officers testified to his outstanding bravery, efficiency
and friendship.
Wynne HansenRaae was born in Java, and at the age of
five years was brought home to England and lived and was
brought up by his grandmother at Tonbridge. He was educated
at Tonbridge School, and at 10 he became naturalised British,
his father being a Dane. Whilst at school he was seriously ill
with Ban tie. a very rare disease, which resulted in his spleen
being removed, and he was forbidden for two years to take
up any exercise.
He enlisted from school, but was soon rejected when his
illness was traced, and after much exercise and at the outbreak
of war he again joined the Army. Commissioned to The Queen's
Own Royal West Kent Regiment in February, 1940, he had
several difficulties with medical hoards before he went to the
Recce Corps and afterwards came back to the Queen's Own.
In March, 1943, he was sent with his Battalion to North Africa
and went through the Tunisian Campaign, during which he
was awarded the Military Cross "for outstanding bravery ana
devotion to duty" on 30th April. From this action only Capt.
HansenRaae (as he then was) and nine men were survivors
of a company of 240 men.
On November 1st, 1943, just after his 27th birthday, he
was promoted to major, and was sent to Palestine for a month
on staff work. An attack of jaundice dogged him at this point,
however, and an offer to join the staff in Palestine came while
he was in hospital, but his one wish was to rejoin his Battalion,
and although in an unfit state and on sick leave he hitchhiked
to Egypt where his Battalion was then stationed. In March
he went with the Battalion to Italy, and during the storming
of Cassino he met his death.
In the words of his commanding officer, "I have lost a great
personal friend. I cannot speak too highly of Wynne, he was
always an inspiration to all around him, and I could not wish
to meet a finer
officer."
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WITH KENT MEN IN AUSTRIA—Air ViceMarshal A. E.
Borton, C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O., County Welfare Officer, with
officers and men of the Support Company, 6th Queen's
Own Royai West Kent Regiment. Pictured with him (left
to right) are:—Capt. J. D. Wheater, Major D. J. Wakefield.
M.C., Lt.Colonel G. K Defrates, D.S.O.. M.C.. Major I. II.
Roper, M.C., and Capt. E. Lovejoy, M.C.—"Kent Messenger."
MEMORIES OF THE LATE BOB DARLEY.
Our old comrade Paddy Doyle sent us the following infor
mation which we are pleased to print in the Queen's Own
Gazette.
"An item of great interest to all who served in Mespot
with the old 2nd Battalion was conveyed to me from the widow
of the late "Bob" Darley, one of the best featherweight boxers
the Army ever produced, who died in Mespot in the 191418
war whilst serving with the 2nd Battalion. Her son, young
Bob, of the present 1st Battalion Band, wrote that while visit
ing Bagdad recently he found his father's grave. It was in
good condition and well kept, as were all the others he saw.
He mentioned that the bodies of the men of The Queen's
Own who were buried at Kut had been disinterred and re
interred in the British Cemetery at Bagdad."
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LASTWAR MEMORIES OF THE REGIMENT
Sergt. H. Heath, who served with the 1st Battalion of the
Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment from. 188086, sent
us the following newspaper cuttings glorifying the deeds of the
1st and 2nd Battalions in the war of 191418. Being of interest
to present serving as well as older members of the Regiment,
we reproduce them In print.
_
FINE TRIBUTE FROM SIR H. SMITHDORRIEN.
No more stirring tribute was ever paid to martial prowess
than that offered by Sir H. SmithDorrlen to the 1st Battalion
the Royal West Kent Regiment.
In a speech which was
delivered on November 8th, after the regiment had conducted
itself with the greatest possible bravery, the gallant general
thus addressed it:—
Officers and Men of the Royal West Kent Regiment,
My reason for coming to address you is that I want you
to understand that we who are behind appreciate your, splendid
services.
I can'also tell you that the FieldMarshal Commandingin
Chief realises how splendidly the regiment has done, and yotir
colonel is about to be made a brigadiergeneral. That is.a
direct compliment to you. I am perfectly certain that there
is not another battalion that has made such a name for itself
as the Royal West Kent. Everybody is talking about you. They
say:
Give them a job. They will do it. They never leave
the trenches. It is perfectly certain they will stick it out.
One point I want to refer to. No matter how> gallantly
the work has been performed, or how splendid the stands that
have been made, you hear nothing about it. I will just briefly
explain why. We are fighting
the most serious war that has
ever taken place, against highlytrained armies and highly
trained staffs. If we were to publish that the Royal West
Kent Regiment had made a gallant stand or had done a certain
thing at a certain place, the enemy would at once say: "The
Royal West Kent Regiment? That is the
Brigade, that
is the ——Division, that is the
Army Corps," and thus
locate us at once. It is absolutely necessary to keep everything
Important from getting into the papers—the gallant deeds,
how performed, and what such and such regiment, has don'e.
That is why our men have to go on performing these deeds
without their relations at home knowing anything about them.
I have received from the brigadiercommanding your,
brigade appreciation of the gallant conduct of Lieut, White
and the other young officer (2ndLieut.' Russell), who is not
on parade today, for the way these two young officers handled
the regiment after
ALL YOUR OTHER OFFICERS HAD FALLEN,
how. they stuck to it, and how eventually, when the time came,
they brought the regiment out of it! In. conclusion, says the
"Daily Express," the general said, "I do congratulate the
regiment on the magnificent work it has done. I thank you
most heartily for. your support to —  Corps, which I h a v e
the honour to command. I regret your heavy losses, your
great losses among the officers—and such magnificent officers,
tool We are going to win, and we shall win as long as we have
the help of battalions such as yours. I am always thinking
about you men, and asking different officers what I can do
for you. I can never forget your magnificent regiment. I
told the CommanderinChief that day after day I had been
trying to address you. He said, "That is a magnificent regiment.'
That is enough. Good luck to you all."
SPLENDID 2nd BATTALION
The advance upon Mosul was the concluding stage of the
war in Upper Mesopotamia. Leading the main column up the
right bank of the Tigris on October 28th, 1918, the 2nd Royal
West Kent Regiment found its path obstructed by deep nullahs
and only excellent leading and discipline prevented consider
able confusion. About noon the battalion came under lire
from Turkish trenches astride the Mosul road about three
miles south of Sharqat.
. Our troops on the flanks were not yet far enough forward
to close in upon the enemy who might have slipped away had
the West Kents not advanced swiftly to the attack.
Only a few? of our guns had been able to come up in rime
to support the movement, but machine guns lent valuable aid
to the battalion which went forward in a most workmanlike
manner and carried the Turkish front line, a lancecorporal
rushing a machine gun single handed.
The assault of the enemy's second position was made

almost without a pause by little groups of determined officers
and men.
West of the Mosul road a redoubt was taken in front and
flank and yielded six machine guns and 100 prisoners. Further
to the right the West Kents gradually cleared the Turkish
trench and stormed a commanding redoubt on that flank.
Some of the 114th Mahrattas were up in time to take a
share in this attack which was the last made by the 2nd Royal
West Kents in the war.
It cost them 112, including five officers killed or wounded,
of 18 officers and 414 others who went into action.
They
captured 160 Turks and ten machine guns.
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. . . You would probably be enduring mud, frostbite and
vermin in the Flanders trenches, with, as likely as not, no
canteens and no small comforts to greet you when you came
out of the line.
The urgent need for organised comforts for the " Con
temptibles

caused the War Office to call on the Canteen and
The sensible attitude towards colds and 'flu is to
stop them taking hold of you. 'ASPRO* in a
little hot water as a gargle is the wisest pre
caution when infection is about. Millions, too,
know the value of a couple of 'ASPRO* tablets
with a hot drink at the first sign of a coid
or 'flu attack. Many write us out of a desire
to help others by passing on their experiences.
They want you to know how 'ASPRO' helps
them—how it will help you. If you let their
experience be your guide you can keep free
rfrom colds and 'flu.

Mess Cooperative Society—the first of the cooperative
canteen organisations—to combine with the best of the
commercial contractors and provide an efficient canteen service
for the Forces overseas. The resulting Expeditionary Force
Canteen, almost identical in function with the Expeditionary
Force Institutes organised by Naafi in this war—quickly
became the universal provider in all theatres of war, estab
lishing thousands of canteens, together with resthouses, clubs,
breweries, mineral water factories, cinemas and theatres.
The success of the venture proved the need for a permanent
canteen service, and resulted in the formation of NAAFI in
1921 as the official canteen organisation of H.M. Forces in
both war and peace.

NAAFI
NAVY, ARMY & AIR FORCE INSTITUTES
Ruxley Towers, Claygcte, Esher, Surrey
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"tommy " writes :—" I write as a serving soldier to thank
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and especially members of the forces who will find chem ex
tremely beneficial and convenient to take."
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"Quo Fas et Gloria Duount."
BATTLE HONOURS BORNE ON THE REGIMENTAL COLOUR
The Sphinx, superscribed "Egypt"
"Vimiera," "Corunna." "Almaraz." "Vittoria," "Pyrenees,"
"Nive," "Orthes,* "Peninsula," "Punnlar," "Moodke*.
"Ferozeshah," "Aliwal,' "Sobraon," "Alma," "InkermaD." "Sevastopol," "Luck now," "New Zealand," "Egypt, 1882,'
"Nile. 188485," "South Africa, 190002," "Afghanistan, 1919."
BATTLE HONOURS BORNE ON THE KING'S COLOUR:
"Mons," "Ypres, 1914, '15, '17, '18," "Hill 60," "Somme. 1916, '18," "Vimy, 1917," "Italy, 1917, *18," "Gallipoli, 1915.'
"Gaza," "Defence of Kut A1 Amara," "Sharqat."
THE GREAT WAR BATTLE HONOURS—18 BATTALIONS:
"Mons," "Le Cateau," "Retreat from Mons," "Marne, 1914," "Aisne, 1914," "La BassSe, 1914," "Messlnes, 1914, '17,'
"Ypres, 1914. '15. '17, '18," "Hill 60," "Gravenstafel," "St. Julien," "Prezenberg," "Loos," "Somme, 1916, '18'
"Albert, 1916, '18," "Bazentin." "Delville Wood," "Pozieres," "Guillemont," "FlersCourcelette," "Morval," "Thiepvalt,
"Le Transloy," "Ancre Heights." "Ancre, 1916, '18," "Arras, 1917, '18," "Vimy, 1917," "Scarpe, 1917," "Oppy."
"Pilckem," "Langemarck, 1917," "Menin Road," "Polygon Wood," "Broodseinde," "Passchendaele," "Oambral, 1917, '18,'
"St. Quentin," "Rosieres," "Avre." "Villers Bretonneux," "Lys." "Hazebrouck," "Kemmel," "Amiens," "Bapaume, 1918,'
"HIndenburg
Line,"
"Epfihy,"
"Canal
du
Nord," "St. Quentin
Canal," "Courtral," "Selle," "Sambre,'
"Prance and Planders, 191418," "Italy, 1917, '18," "Suvla." "Landing at Suvla," "Scimitar Hill," "Gallipoli, 1915,'
"Rumani." "Egypt, 191516," "Gaza," "El Mughar," "Jerusalem," "Jericho," "Tell
'Asur," "Palestine, 1917, '18,'
"Defence of Kut A1 Amara," "Sharqat," Mesopotamia, 191518."
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"Editorial
It was decided at a meeting of Senior Officers of
the Regiment in October, that The Queen's Own Gazette
would revert to a monthly issue commencing in January,
1946. We were forced to reduce publication to a quarterly
issue in view of the paper shortage, and feel sure that
subscribers have been glad to receive this quarterly issue,
when so many Regiments ceased publication.
The success of a regimental journal depends largely
on the cooperation of all members, past and present,
of the Regiment, and it is hoped that Battalions and
individuals will submit frequent and regular items of
interest.
It is regretted that many Battalions' correspondence
was not received in time for publication in this issue.
Battalion and individual correspondents are requested to
ensure that correspondence reaches the Editor by the 20th
of the preceding month, at the latest, and 'f it is desired to
reproduce photographs, etc., they should be sent in
earlier, in order to allow time for the necessary illustra
tions to be made.
In consequence of the resumption of the monthly
issue, the subscription rates will revert to:
Officers. 9/ per annum, post free.
Other Ranks, 5/ per annum, post free.
Single copies, 5d., post free.
Subscriptions for 1946 are now due. All subscribers
are therefore requested to forward their subscriptions to
the Editor. Any change of address should also be notified.
LOCATION OF BATTALIONS.
It is now possible to publish the names of the Officejs
Commanding and the locations of Battalions of the
Regiment.
1st Battalion: Lieut.Colonel H. P. Braithwaite, D.S.O.,
M.C. (Greecel, C.M.F.
2nd Battalion: Lieut.Colonel D. E. B. Talbot, D.S.O.,
M.C. (England), Grandshaft Barracks, Dover.
(Due to move overseas in near future.)
4th Battalion: Lieut.Col I. G. Moon, M.B.E. (Burma),
S.E.A.C.
5th Battalion: Lieut.Colonel E. S. Kerr (England),
Duncombe Park Camp, Hemsley. Yorkshire.
(Due to move overseas in near future.)
6th Battalion: Lieut.Colonel G. K. Defrates, D.S.O:,
M.C. (Austria), C.M.F.
REGIMENTAL DINNER CLUB.
It is hoped to hold the next Beg'mental Dinner on
Wednesday. 15th May. 1946, in London. The Regimental
"At Home" will take place during the afternoon.
Further derails and notices will be published from
time to time in The Queen's Own Gazette and in some of
the leading London newspapers.
ARMISTICE DAY.
Wreaths were laid on behalf of the Past and Present
Association, The Oueen's Own Roval West Kent Regiment,
at the Maidstone Town Memorial and at the Regimental
Memorial in Brenchley Gardens. Wreaths were also laid
by the I.T.C., and Buglers from the I.T.C. sounded the
"Last Post" and "Reveille".

VISIT OF COLONEL OF THE REGIMENT.
General Sir Charles Bonham Carter, G.C.B., C.M.G.,
D.S.O., Colonel of The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment, paid a visit to the Depot on the 22nd November.
During the afternoon a small tea party was held in the
Officers' Mess, the following wives of Offic:rs were
present: Mrs. Macklin, Mrs. Leigh, Mrs. Love, M.B.E.
After tea, and with a few wellchosen words, the Colonel
of the Regiment presented a silver salver to Mrs. Love,
M.B.E., as a token of appreciation from the Regiment for
all the work she had done for the Prisoners of War.
Later the same evening the Colonel of the Regiment
dined with the Officers, 13 Infantry Training Centre, in
.Invicta Lines.
PAST AND PRESENT ASSOCIATION.
A Branch which will be known as the "Deptford and
District Branch" has been recently opened.
We welcome as affiliated members "C" Company,
14th Battalion, Kent Home Guard (Rochester).
It is felt that quite a number of Officers, and men
of the Regiment have already been released without
becoming members of the Past and Present Association.
Subscription rates are:
Officers—
Life Membership £2/10/0, Annual Subscription 5/.
Other Ranks—
Life Membership 10/, Annual Subscription I/.
Past and Present Badge 2/.
Any member of the Regiment wishing to join is
requested to communicate with the Hon. Secretary, Past
and Present Association, The Queen Own Royal West
Kent Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone.
We acknowledge with thanks the sum of £3/3/0
received from Brig.General H. S. Franklin, C.B.E.,
C.M.G., D.S.O.. former Comd. Kent H.G., being part
proceeds from the Kent Zone Gas School Canteen Fund.
This sum has been credited to The Queen's Own Royal
West Kent Compassionate Fund.
OFFICERS' APPOINTMENTS.
In the course of time it is hoped to publish lists of
Officers, showing their location and appointment. It would
be a great help to the Editor if Officers would communicate
this information to him.
4TH BATTALION. AT KOHIMA.
The article entitled "The Queen's Own Royal West
Kent Regiment at Kohima, April, 1944," which appears
in this issue, is reprinted by kind permission of the "Army
Quarterly".
.
The data for the account has been provided by
Lieut.Colonel Laverty, of the Essex Regiment, who was
commanding the Royal West Kent Battalion, and who
organized the defence. Only those who have been sub
jected to shelling at short range by highvelocity guns
firing over open sights, know how demoralizing the effect
of such fire can be. The lack of water, the inability to
protect the wounded from fire, and the heavy casualties
amongst the medical staff all tended to increase the strain
on the nerves of the garrison. It was as stout a defence
as even the British Infantry have ever put up, and one
of which the Royal West Kents can well be proud.
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WITH THE 4th BATTALION AT KOHIMA
COMPILED BY COLONEL J. H. LAVERTY. THE ESSEX REGT.
Towards the latter end of 1943 there were disquieting
reports from the Chin Hills sector of the Burma Front. It
graduallybecame clear that the Japanese had moved three of
their best divisions—namely the 15th, 31st and 33rd—in a
swift wellorganised march, and had crossed the Chindwin
River in many places. It soon became apparent that this was
something far greater than a. mere nuisance raid and if
further confirmation was needed, Tokyo Radio announced
openly that the invasion of India had started, that the anni
hilation of the British and Indian, forces was certain, and
that the IndoBurmese frontier had already been crossed.
The Japanese 15th and 33rd Divisions were thrusting
through the hills from the direction of Ukhrul and Tiddim
respectively, in a converging attack on the Manipur State,
whose capital is Imphal. The location of their 31st Division
was at this stage unknown; it was commonly supposed to he
still in the process of assembling, probably in support of the
other two divisions
The defence of Imphal and the ultimate defeat of the 15th
and 33rd Divisions is a story of its own. This account is
concerned with the fortunes of a Battalion of the Royal West
Kent (R.W.K.) and the Japanese 31st Division, and the grim
struggle which took place at Kohima, the Naga town on the
Manipur Road which commands the Dhansiri Valley and is
the main gateway to the Assam Plain.
At the end of March, 1944, on the Arakan front, the 5th
Indian Infantry Division was engaged in a hard battle to clear
the MaungdawButhidaung Road, and had practically com
pleted its task when it was ordered to move at speed to the
Imphal front and assist in countering the Japanese thrust at
Manipur State.
The Indian Infantry Brigade, to which
belonged the R.W.K. Battalion, being at that time engaged in
a . battle for the tunnels near Buthidaung, was the last to
leave. Instead of joining the rest of the Division at Imphal
it was given the task of keeping the Manipur Road between
Kohima and Dimapur clear of enemy raiding parties, it being
considered that nothing stronger than a regimental group
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could penetrate the difficult country of the Naga Hills in
that area.
On arrival at Kohima the Brigade found only untried
Indian troops of the Assam Regiment and Assam Rifles, a
handful of British troops from a convalescent depct, and a
number of normally noncombatant Lines of Communication
personnel. Its immediate task was to cover the withdrawal
to Kohima of the Assam Regiment, which had encountered a
Japanese force at Jessami some 30 miles to the east and was
fighting a delaying action. This task was successfully com
pleted by the 1st of April.
In the meantime one Indian
Regiment probing southeast, encountered elements of the
enemy 20 miles from the town. That night the road from
Imphal to Kohima was cut.
The impression that the enemy was in no great strength
being still held, it was decided that the existing garrison at
Kohima was sufficient, and the Brigade was ordered to retire
to Dimapur, the important supply base on the only railway
by which General Stilwell's forces on the Ledo Road were
being fed. The Brigade was entrusted with the defence of
this vital town until reinforcements should arrive and was
meanwhile to keep contact with the Kohima garrison by
armoured car patrols. Consequently on the 2nd of April the
Brigade reluctantly left Kohima and set about preparing the
defences of Dimapur. Late on the 3rd an armoured patrol of
the Royal West Kent's brought back bad news from Kohima;
the enemy was attacking in full force from the south; some
of 'the outlying defences had been overrun, and the raw
untried Indian troops had been unable to withstand the heavy
mortar fire to which they had been subjected. The Garrison
Commander felt that he could not hold out long with the
troops at his disposal and urgently requested aid.
That night the Brigade received orders to advance again
to Kohima, and first light saw the leading elements on the
move. These comprised the R.W.K. Battalion, an Indian
Mountain Battery, one section of an Indian Field Company,
and one section of an Indian Field Ambulance.
Some miles from Kohima the column was met by the
Garrison Commander himself, who painted a grave picture or
the situation. The garrison perimeter had been breached in
the south, the enemy working their way rapidly round to the
hill in the north which overlooked the defensive "box."* The
Indian native troops had been unable to withstand the attack,
and even as he spoke many of them were pouring back down
the road to Dimapur in great confusion. The R.W.K. Com
manding Officer was ordered on the wireless by his Brigadier
to push .on and reinforce the garrison at once. This order was
immediately complied with, and the troopcarrying vehicles
advanced with speed to the western end of the perimeter,
where the leading rifle companies, "C" and "D," debussed
under spasmodic machinegun fire from the north and were
rushed up to occupy two Important features known respectively
as D.I.S. (Daily Issue Store) and F.S.D. (Field Supply Depot)
from th'j installations on them ("see map). Although over
looked by Jail Hill, a feature inside the original perimeter but
now partly occupied by the enemy, these two positions were
vital and if strongly held would prevent further hostile in
roads from the south.
Both companies sustained a few
casualties from machinegun fire whilst getting into position.
Meanwhile Battalion Headquarters and the Headquarter
Company took up positions on the main feature known as
Summer House Hill; this manoeuvre was completed in the
nick of time, as the lorries came under direct fire from a
Japanese 70mm. gun a few minutes after the majority of the
troops had left them. Many vehicles were destroyed and a
few casualties suffered.
The Indian Mountain Artillery Regiment had offloaded
their leading gun troop and with amazing speed and great
accuracy engaged the enemy gun, temporarily silencing it. They
were badly placed however on the foot of a spur, being in
full view of the enemy were soon subjected to severe counter
battery fire, and were unable to remain in action for long.
The remaining two companies took up positions in reserve in
the centre of the perimeter, leaving the defence of the west
sector to the Assam Regiment, and the north spur to the
troops from the convalescent depot, who were reinforced by
the R.W.K. Carrier Platoon.
By this time it was getting dark and the Battalions,
digging in with speed, organised their defences with those of
the existing garrison and settled in for the night. The other
two battalions, Brigade H.Q., and .another battery of the Moun
tain Artillery Regiment, being unable to reach the garrison

52

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE.

that day, formed "box"* near the road some three miles back.
At this juncture It is necessary to digress and explain in
more detail the lie of the ground, and the general situation
inside the garrison. Apart from the R.W.K. Battalion and
attached troops, the garrison amounted to some 2,500 all ranks,
this force being considered sufficient to withstand heavy
attacks. Unfortunately in counting beads, the quality, orga
nisation and leadership of this heterogenous force, whose few
organised units had already either marched from the Chindwin
or been tired out in the hard fighting
at Jessami and
Kharasom, had not been taken into consideration.
The
remainder were noncombatant administrative staffs and per
sonnel of the Royal Indian Army Service or Army Ordnance
Corps. The supply requirements, protection and disposal of
these last were an extra burden on an already strained system.
No communication trenches had been dug prior to the
Battalion's arrival although there had been weeks of oppor
tunity; and many of the "bunker"** positions were so un
suitably sited that they had to be abandoned. Ammunition
and food were ample, there being a large Field Supply Depot
in the perimeter, but the source of the water supply was
outside the perimeter and soon fell into enemy bands.
No
effort had been made to form reserves although canvas tanks
were available. There were no less than five separate Regi
mental Aid Posts In the garrison, but none had been dug in
and some were sbort of stores.
Tactically the position was vital to the holding of the
road to Dimapur which ran round the bottom of Summer
House Hill. Providing the outlying features to the south.
Workshop Ridge and the General Purpose Transport Company
(GPT) Ridge, could have been held, the Japanese would
have had the utmost difficulty In bringing their heavier
weapons to bear on Summer House Hill. Unfortunately these
features were now occupied by the enemy, who could from
them look directly down on many sectors of the defence.
To the north lay the village of Kohima, the Naga village,
a large collection of bashasi being situated on a high hill over
looking the centre of the town, which lay in a slight hollow
between it and Summer House Hill. Enemy troops were
making their way into the Naga village and the area to the
northwest of it, though the Garrison Commander believed
that some of his troops were still holding out in the .Treasury,
which lay in the centre of the town.
The first night was quiet; but early next morning, on the
6th of April, the enemy attacked the remaining positions on
Jail Hill and captured them. He rapidly became firmly estab
lished on this hill, and it was decided that unnecessary
casualties would be incurred if an attempt were made to dis
lodge him. A company from one of the Indian Battalions of
the Brigade managed to Join the garrison from the west
during the morning, but later in the day the road west of
Kohima was cut and all communications by this route became
impossible. It was to remain so for nearly two weeks.
During the night of the 6th/7th the enemy made a full
scale frontal attack, attempting to cross the main road from
Jail Hill to the Daily Issue Store spur. "C" Coy. of the R.W.K.
killed scores of enemy In the open, while mortar fire caused
more casualties on Jail Hill. Many such attacks were repulsed,
but In the darkness some 30 or 40 Japanese got into some pits
and bashas between "O" and ''D" Coys.
During the night
the Officer in charge of the Field Ambulance arrived by a
circuitous jupgle path which was still open.
He at once
organised the collection of medical stores and started the
digging of trenches for the wounded.
Early on the 7th "D" Coy. were ordered to restore the
situation in "C" Coy. area by destroying the enemy who had
infiltrated during the night.
This operation was made
hazardous by an enemy regimental gun on G.P.T. Ridge firing
over open sights at a range of less than a thousand yards.
In spite of this the attack was successful, sappers of the Field
Coy. assisting by blowing down the walls of the bashas in
which the Japanese were hiding. Fortyfour Japanese bodies
were counted while many wounded got back into the jungle.
During the fighting a burning Dosha set fire to an ammunition
dump, which added to the chaos. Two prisoners of war were
taken, one, an officer, died after capture while the other, an
N.C.O., lived for eight days. From these it was gathered that the
Japanese 58th Regiment was leading the assault on Kohima.
 During the night 7th/8th many walking wounded were
able to leave the garrison by the jungle path, and they were
accompanied by 100. noncombatant Indian other ranks. All
successfully reached Brigade H.Q. by daylight. About 0200
hours the enemy was heard forming up to attack D.I.S.
once more, but thanks to the Battery Commander with the
Battalion being in radio communication with his Regiment
back in the Brigade "box," they were dispersed by the moun
tain guns firing at extreme range.
Next day, the 8th, enemy artillery established themselves
along the ridge north of Kohima, whilst the artillery on G.P.T.

Ridge was reinforced with 37mm. Q.F. guns, so that the
garrison was now under direct fire from all sides except the
west.
At dusk the garrison was shelled by all the guns mentioned
above. This was followed by a further heavy attack on "C"
Coy., which was again repulsed, as were two others during the
night. Two other attacks on the Indian General Hospital and
the Deputy Commissioner's Bungalow—both buildings being
on the spurs leading up to Summer House Hill Irom the west
and north respectively — were partially repulsed by 3inch
mortar fire, although the enemy gained a foothold in both
these areas.
During these two days L.Cpl. Harman performed the deeds
which were to win him the posthumous award of the Victoria
Cr0SThe

official citation runs:—
"In Burma in the D.I.S. area on the 8th of April, 1944,
L.Cpl. Harman was commanding a section of a forward
platoon. Under cover of darkness the enemy occupied a
position which became a serious menace to the remainder
of .his company. Owing to the nature of the ground L.Cpl.
Harman was unable to bring the fire of his section on to
the enemy machinegun post.
Without hesitation he went forward by himself and using
a 4second grenade which he held on to for at least 2 seconds
to get immediate effect, threw it into the post and followed
up immediately. He annihilated the post and returned to
his section with the machine gun.
Early the following morning he recovered a position on
a forward slope 150 yards from the enemy in order to
strengthen a platoon which had been heavily attacked during
the night. On occupying this position he discovered a party
of enemy digging in under cover of machinegun fire and
snipers. Ordering his Bren gun to give him covering fire
he fixed his bayonet and alone charged the post, shooting
four and bayoneting one thereby wiping out the post. When
walking back L.Cpl. Harman received a burst of machine
gun fire in his side and died shortly after reaching our lines.
L.Cpl. Harman, whose heroic action and supreme devotion
to duty were a wonderful inspiration to all wis .largely res
ponsible for the decisive way in which all attacks were
driven off by his Company."
Both the medical and the water problems now became
acute. Fighting in the Indian General Hospital (I.G.H.) area
prevented the evacuation of walking wounded, while no place
inside the position remained out of observation. The number
of stretcher cases had increased so much that there was no
place to put them and parties of noncombatant Indians were
organised to dig trenches to shelter the severer cases from
the worst of the fire. Over 40 wounded were again wounded
or killed by mortar fire in the Advanced Dressing Station on
this day.
The water point near the Deputy Commissioner's (D.C.)
Bungalow on the north spur was now only 30 yards from the
enemy, and men had to crawl forward singly to. fill their
containers. Later on another water point, a mere trickle, was
found near the .I.G.H., but could only be used at night. By
dint of careful rationing, and later by water containers dropped
from the air, a bare sufficiency was obtained for drinking and
urgent medical purposes.
During the morning of the 9th the enemy, supported by
artillery fire as usual, strengthened his hold on the D.C.'s
Bungalow spur. The situation in this area had rapidly
deteriorated, many bunkers and trenches being blown in by
point blank fire from enemy regimental guns firing from three
sides at once. The enemy next established himself on the far side
of the tennis court on this spur and burrowed deeply Into the
space beneath the bungalow itself, where he could, not be
reached with grenades.
A counterattack by the Assam Rifles having failed to
dislodge the Japanese, the Colonel of the R.W.K.'s decided to
send "A" Coy. to prevent further gains in this vital sector.
This manoeuvre was successfully completed late in the after
noon, just in time to beat off a further enemy attack. From
now on this area became the scene of some of the fiercest
fighting of the siege. There was no wire round the positions,
and every night fierce grenade battles raged round the shat
tered buildings. A defensive fire task was arranged with the
mountain howitzers In the Brigade "box," and the great
accuracy and deadly effect of these two guns caused heavy
casualties to the enemy. So accurate was this fire that shells
*"Box" is a semiobsolete term to denote an all round
defensive post in the jungle.
**A "bunker" is a form of deep slit trench with strong
overhead cover and loopholes about knee high.
tA "basha" is a native hut with thatched roof and Inter
woven split bamboo walls.
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often only 30 yards from our own troops, catching the enemy
in the open when he crawled up with grenades.
Further attacks on the I.G.H. spur were repelled by the
Assam Regiment, and the enemy lurking in the hospital build
ings at the bottom of the'hill suffered scores of casualties from
3irich mortar fire. Indeed, the Japanese soon gave up further
attempts in this area and withdrew, leaving 60 to 70 dead
behind.
These were later identified as belonging to the
Japanese 138th Regiment.
During the night 9th/10th the Japanese made a further
heavy attack on the D.I.S. spur against a now much weakened
"C" Coy., and in the darkness preceding moonrise they gained
a dangerous hold on the feature by occupying trenches which
could not he manned owing to lack of numbers.
The following night "C" Coy. withdrew to the F.S.D.,
having burned the bashas on the D I.S. spur and boobytraoped
the. approaches to their new positions. From now onwards
the enemy concentrated his main attacks on the' F.S.D. area
and the D.O.'s Bungalow.
He had in his possession some
British 3inch mortars and ammunition captured on G.P.T.
Ridge, and with these he maintained a constant harrasslng
fire on the garrison, putting down no less than 100 bombs on
one occasion in a space of a little over 10 minutes, in an area
some 50 yards square between the R.W.K. command post and
the Advanced Dressing Station. This fire killed many of the
wounded and caused many fresh casualties.
On the 11th and 12th there were no fresh enemy gains,
although constant mortaring and shelling of the now restricted
area brought the casualty situation to a critical stase. So
acute was the position of rriedical supplies that an airdrop of
medical stores, water and ammunition was called for by wire
less. On the afternoon of the 12th sounds of heavy firing
down the road to the west indicated that a relieving force was
on its way. Morale among the fighting trooDS of the garrison
remained high, and requests to send out fighting patrols that
night had to be refused, for fear of losing casualties which
could 111 be afforded. During the night 11th/12th "B" Coy.
successfully relieved "A" Coy. in the D.C.'s Bungalow area.
Enemy sniping fire was now intensified and there was no area
entirely safe from this. The journey up to the command post
from the lower slope to the north became extremely hazardous,
frequent bursts of light machinegun fire spattering the steen
bank every few minutes and causing several additional
casualties. Our own counter sniping was not without effect
however, and many enemy were shot out of their hiding places
among the buildings. A further attack on the D.C.'s Bungalow
was thrown back on the night of the 12th by " B" Coy., heavy
casualties again being inflicted.
The enemy about this time commenced to attemnt to
undermine the morale of the garrison by propaganda shouted
tov a loudvoiced Jiff ft in Urdu and English. Calling out that
the garrison was surrounded, without water, and certain of
annihilation, this spokesman begged them to throw down their
arms and surrender,, in which event they would be fairly
treated. He went on to add somewhat naively that in a recent
attack bver a hundred attackers had been killed, and requested
that such bloodshed should cease!
The only reply by the
garrison to the loquacious efforts was a shower of grenades,
and on one occasion a couple of howitzer shells must have
caught the speaker unawares, for he abruptly terminated his
nightly harangue.
The 13th was a bad day for the garrison.
The enemy
succeeded in occupying some forward trenches in the F.S.D
area, and later a platoon of the Indian Battalion were forced
from their positions by direct fire from 75mm. guns. A platoon
of "A" Coy. R.WK. restored the situation, but the whole for
ward area of the F.S.D. was precariously held and was con
stantly under heavy machinegun fire. Mortaring and shelling
.were .unusually heavy .during the day and two direct hits were
sustained by the dressing pits in the Advanced Dressing
Station, killing two Medical Officers and severely wounding two
others. Fierce handtohand fighting hurled back yet another
enemy attack on the D.C.'s Bungalow, one Bren gunner when
his weapon jammed killing his assailant with a shovel. At
dawn yet another fanatical attack in the same area, preceded
by a shower of grenade discharger shells, was beaten off with
heavy casualties to the enemy. The dropping of supplies by
air on the previous day had not been a success, although much
needed medical supplies came down safely inside the perimeter.
By some error however, 3.7 ammunition destined for the guns
three miles back was dropped on the garrison, whilst quantities
of 3inch mortar ammunition and grenades dropped on to
enemy positions in the Treasury. The garrison was soon to
feel the direct effect of this, as captured 3inch mortars were
now able to fire on the northern slopes with devastating
accuracy
"B" Coy. was relieved at dusk by the Assam Regiment,
and the night was fairly quiet, a small, attack on "A" Coy.
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being easily driven off with grenades. Hopes of an early relief
were dashed when It was learned that the relieving force was
meeting with opposition and making slow progress.
Next day the enemy concentrated on shelling and inflicted
severe casualties on "A" and "C" Coys, in the F.S.D. area.
Another fairly quiet night was followed by a successful airdrop
bringing much needed ammunition and medical supplies.
Reports that the relieving force were on ridges to the
northwest proved to be Incorrect and hopes of being able soon
to evacuate the wounded were once more dashed.
During the night 16th/17th further enemy attacks In fog
and pitch darkness gained ground on thev F.S.D. spur. By
now the R.W.K.'s who had had no rest since the 3rd of April
(and indeed little for three months before that) and who had
borne so far the brunt of the fighting
were extremely tired,
and Brigade Headquarters was warned by wireless of the
gravity of the situation.
"A" Coy. were relieved early on the 17th by the Assam
Regt. and Assam Rifles, who succeeded in retaking a few
trenches.
. During the night, however, further calamities .befell tlje
garrison.
The Indian troops on F.S.D. abandoned their
positions and streamed back through "D" Coy. on Kuki Picquet.
The Company Commander was wounded and his Company
Sergeant Major killed, and having.only a handful of men the
company was forced to" withdraw. This left the enemy now
only a hundred yards from Summer House Hill and the
Battalion's conlmand post. Heavy defensive lire prevented
the enemy exploiting this catastrophe further.
The 18th brought better news. Two fresh companies of
the Indian Battalion assisted by tanks, which had reinforced
the Division, cleared the road up to the bottom of the I.G.H.
spur, and all wounded, together with certain noncombatants,
were safely evacuated under desultory enemy fire which caused
a few additional casualties. Subsequently one of these com
panies took over the' D.C.'s Bungalow area, while the other
strengthened the dangerous flank on Summer House Hill.
During the night 18th/19th a heavy attack on the D.C.'s
Bungalow area was repulsed by the newly arrived companies,
who sustained 22 casualties. On this occasion the enemy
threw dynamite charges into the trenches, the ensuing flash
and explosion having an alarming effect. The same night the
enemy occupied some positions abandoned by the Indian
troops, and next morning were found to be only 40yards from
the command post. They were successfully counterattacked
by the Punjabis, supported by 2inch mortar fire from "A"
Coy. R.W.K. which set fire to the bunkers. This fire bolted
many of the enemy, who ran out naked, only to be shot down
by Bren fire. Nineteen enemy were killed and one prisoner of
war, who died later, taken.
Two heavy attacks on the bungalow were thrown back the
next night. Just as a message was received notifying that the
relief of the garrison would be effected next day. The following
day (21st) the R.W.K's and attached troops, in good heart
but very weary, were relieved by a Battalion of the Royal
Berkshire Regiment. They were able to move safely down the
I.G.H. spur in small parties on to. the road, where they
embussed and proceeded direct to Dimapur.
So ended the Royal West Kent's part in the battle which
was finally
to put paid to the Japanese invasion of India.
Kohima was not yet safe, but its gallant defence so far had
averted a catastrophe; by denying the enemy the route to
Dimapur; for once given access to that base with all its stores,
not only would General Stillwell's forces have been cut off
from their supplies, but also the Japanese might well have
overrun the greater part of Northern Assam, and made the
relief of Imphal impossible.
The credit for this part of the action must go almost
entirely to the battalion of the Royal West Kent Regiment,
which, by its timely arrival and by its refusal to give up a
position which seemed hopeless, met and broke the victorious
and fanatical advance of at least twothirds of a Japanese
division. During the fortnight which the battle lasted well
over a thousand casualties were inflicted on the enemy. The
fact that the R.W.K.'s beat off no less than 25 major attacks,
and sufferedsome fifty per cent, casualties testifies to the
ferocity of the fighting.
ttJiff short for "JapaneseIndian Fighting Force," a
renegade party composed of proJapanese Indian deserters and
others.
]The above article is reproduced by kind permission of
the Army Quarterly. Readers will agree with the Editor of
our contemporary, who writes: "Readers of the Defence, of
Kohima by the Royal West Kent Regiment will probably agree
that the story qualifies for the Army Quarterly 'Epic Flghtf
;
series.[
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News from Battalions
2nd BATTALION
Since our last instalment, so much has happened to so
many in such a short time, that it is really quite a problem
to know where to begin. August, spent training hard, saw
the birth of a remarkable document, complete With appendices
and amendments, entitled "Programme for Training Under
Battalion Arrangements for the Remainder of August, 1945,"
and ended on a lighter, though not less strenuous, note, " with
a period of Mental Relaxation." September was spent recover
ing from the effects of the Period of Mental Relaxation, in
carrying out the proposals of the aforesaid remarkable docu
ment, and in hoping fondly for a move from our green fields
and leaky tents before chronic rheumatism set in. October
came in full of promise with the move to Dover nicely buttoned
up, but rapidly gathered momentum, when, on the same day
as the move took place, orders to mobilise were received. It
was no secret that the Bn. was to proceed overseas to join
B.A.O.R. on an Age and Service Group, lower limit of 26. The
ensuing excitement was quickly reduced to order, thanks to
the foresight of Bn. H.Q., and within 36 hours the Bn. was not
pnly esconced In its new accommodation (Grandshaft Barracks
—known to many in the Regiment—for H.Q. Sp., A and B Coys.,
and Southfront Barracks, next door, for C and D Coys.), but
away on embarkation leave.
On return from leave the
remainder of the month was spent in preparing for the
expected move. Those of the Bn. not proceeding abroad with
it, did as much as possible while the remainder were on leave,
to prepare for the embarkation of the Bn. They also removed
the more outstanding weeds from the more prominent places!
The Barracks had not been occupied for some time and was
very overgrown.
The "Period of Mental Relaxation" mentioned above was
ordered throughout the Brigade as a break in normal training.
In the course of this period InterBn. competitions were
arranged in shooting, forced marching, drill, and a MT rally
took place. In order to prepare for these events, interCoy.
competitions were held and in addition there was a Bn.
"treasure" hunt. An interCoy. alertness test and the Bn.
swimming meeting was also held.
The Bn. weapons meeting was won by H.Q. Coy., but in
the Brigade shoot the Bn. could only get third place, due,
unfortunately to the failure of our Sten teams. The marching
event took the form of a Point to Point race over six miles
between one platoon of each Coy. in the Brigade. The best
time of the meeting was that of a PI of A Coy. of the "Queen's
Own," but unfortunately one straggler, who "blacked out" and
had to be carried the last halfmile, forfeited points and the
Platoon was finally placed second in the Brigade. The Platoon
is to be congratulated on its good effort. The Bn. drill competi
tion place B Coy. first and the Bn. was accordingly represented
by that Coy. in the Brigade competition, in which they were
placed second and were judged "Best in Turnout." Considering
the very great difficulties to be overcome when under canvas
B Coy. put up a very creditable performance. The Brigade MT
Rally was held in Broome Park and the Bn. won this event
very easily, thanks to the efforts of the M.T.O.—Lt. Cheatle.
Considerable amusement was caused during the trials by the
efforts of certain officer motorcyclists, who seemed to prefer
the ground to the saddle.
The Bn.'s "Treasure" Hunt was won by D Coy., but the
Alertness Competition could not be completed.
Both the
Treasure Hunt and Alertness Competition provided considerable
entertainment for the majority of the Bn. The former was
a complicated affair requiring two "Brains Trusts" formed
from the Coy. H.Q. and the Coys, divided up into Sections.
Brains Trust "A" had to solve one set of "clues" which des
patched the Sections to various points of the compass. Here
the sections had to solve clues which took them, if correct,
to Brains Trust "B." The procedure was then repeated ending
up with the sections reporting back to Brains Trust "A" with

one letter of an anagram which the Trust had to finally solve
before reporting "complete."
A combination of intelligence, map reading and quick
crosscountry movement In P.T. kit by the sees, was what
this competition required. The Alertness Competition was an
interPl. affair—the PI. in turn visiting several different stands
and being marked at each of them. Each stand dealt with
a different subject such as "Quiz on Regimental History,"
"Quiz on everyday affairs," " What's wrong?" (a section dressed
in every conceivable and inconceivable incorrect way),
"Pellmanism," etc., etc.
Since our arrival in our new barracks in Dover another
Alertness Competition has been held — won by the Signals
Platoon. On almost the two coldest days we had an inter
Platoon Guard Mounting Competition. The victors in this
were 8 Platoon B Coy., the Platoon Commander being C.S.M.
Cowlard. A summary of the results of these various competitions
appears elsewhere.
We were very pleased to have the Colonel of the Regiment
with us on the 27th and 28th September. Sir Charles arrived
in time to watch 10 Platoon (C Coy.) beat 13 Platoon (D Coy.)
in the interplatoon football final.
He met the sergeants In
their mess and then dined with the officers.
During the
following morning he showed great Interest in the Section
Battle Course and finally was photographed with the sergeants,
and then with the officers of the Bn.
There have, of course, been a number of changes in the
Bn. since we last went to press. The following have left us
to return to civilian life and we wish them every success:
Major W. Grimshaw, Capt. H. C. Smith, Capt. (Q.M.) A. W.
Bennett, Capt. R. J. G. Lee, Capt. J. M. G. Millard, Lt. A. J.
Waters, Lt. R. C. Cowan. Capt. Bennett's release was delayed
for some weeks, and he was beginning to think that he was
a permanent fixture
in the Bn., but the great day eventually
came and we said goodbye to one whose motto "Ain't got
none" will long be remembered. In Ralph Lee we have lost
a P.M.C. and a P.R.I. of great experience and both officers and
men are deeply Indebted to him.
"Lee's small eats" will
become a legend in the annals of the Officers' Mess!
We also say goodbye to Capt. F. Sandy, R.A.M.C.—welcom
ing in his place, Capt. M. Conway—and Rev. D. J. Williams,
both of whom have been with us a long time. We are also
sorry to lose Major B. J. R. Stoneham, who has gone to 13
I.T.C., Major J. R. Holland and Capt. D. J. Milligan to 13 Holding
Bn., while Capt. F. C. Ruffett who left us for the A.E.C. has
now put in an appearance next door at the Castle, Dover.
We welcome to the Bn., Major R. E. Moss, Capt. G. C. F.
Appleton, Lts. A. E. Sivers, M.M., D. O. Faulkner and J. A.
Myers, and 2nd/Lts. P. H. Wood, E. D. Todd, V. C. Storey and
L. J. Gale. We are glad to see Capts. Archer and Rickord and
Lts. Elgood and Willis back from various long courses.
Congratulations to the following on their promotion:
A/Major W. R. Stevens, A/Major J. B. C. Palmer, Capt.
M. G. M. Archer, M.C., Capt. M. B. Rickcord, T/Capt. H. W.
Clarke, A/Capt. D. O. Faulkner.
The Bn. has now been organised for Its move overseas
and Home Details has been set up. Major J. B. Browne, M.C.,
is O.C. the latter, and he has to assist him Capt. A. White
and Lts. B. W. Barnett and R. D. Cheatle. Major D. J. Cropper
and Lts. Cullen, Sweeting, Jarvis and Penlington, who are not
proceeding with the Bn. anxiously await their fate (or release!).
We sent a large draft, some '130 strong, of over 32 Group to
the 5th Bn. and wish them success and happiness in their new
Bn.
Visits.—On the 19th Oct we were very pleased to receive
a visit from Colonel H. D. Belgrave who served with this Bn.
before, during and after the last war (19141918).
The next day we had another visitor in Lt.Colonel E. S.
Kerr who commands the 5th Bn.
MajorGeneral E. G. Miles, C.B., D.S.O., M.C., Command
Kent District, visited the Bn. on the 7th November, 1945.
MajorGeneral C. B. Wainwright, Comd. 61 Infantry Dlv.,

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE.
came to say goodbye on the 16th November, 1945. An extract
from his farewell speech is given below:—
"I have come to say goodbye to you, one of the seven
Regular Battalions in the. Division. You are going out within
a month or so to uphold not only the tradition of your own
Regiment, and the British Army, but also of the whole British
Nation
Goodbye and good luck to you."
Entertainments.—On 6th November an All Ranks Dance
was held in our Gymnasium. In spite of the qualms of the
Entertainments Officer that there would not be enough ladies
attending, the dance was a great success and the Gym. was
packed to capacity; in fact if any more bad been present they
would never have got on the floor.
Our own band and the band of the 2/4 Essex Regiment
provided the music and the N.A.A.F.I. the refreshments.
Several E.N.S.A. parties, have entertained us and, judging by
the applause, their efforts have met with considerable success.
The 2nd Bn. Band (2nd Bn. in name only!) have played to
us on several occasions.
Our own newlyformed dance band, under the aegis of
Major Cropper and led by C.Sgt. Ansell has been practising
assiduously, as testified by the seemingly incessant system of
noises, melodious and otherwise, that come from the direction
of the Gym. at all hours of the day. Their untiring efforts
(when they have played at various social functions) have been
rewarded by the great appreciation shown by all ranks.
Officers' Mess.
A most enjoyable cocktail party, ably supplemented by
"Lee's small eats" was held in the mess before our departure
from Broome Park. We were very pleased to welcome Mrs.
D. E. B. Talbot, Mrs. W. J. R. Stevens, Mrs. F. Sandy, Mrs.
B. J. R. Stoneham, Miss S: Browne, Miss L. M. Mulball and
many old friends among whom were Mrs. B. Howlett, Colonel
W. V. Palmer. Lt.Colonel and Mrs. Durtnell, Major J. Holland
and Major P. C. M. Buckle.
On our return from embarkation leave it was decided to
hold a small farewell dance in our new mess. In spite of it
being arranged at such short notice and the first time that
our dance band had played together (and that after only two
hours practice!) the party went with a swing from the start.
Then, as time went on and still we had no instructions to
move it was felt that another farewell party of the same type
was indicated and this proved to be even a greater success
than before. Amongst those present at these parties were
Colonel W. V. Palmer, Lt.Colonel W. M. Knatchbull, Major
A. A. Eason, Capt. Millard, Brigadier Pickering (Comd. East
Kent SubDistrict), Brigadier Gates (Comd. 184 Brigade) and
Mrs. Gates, Mrs. Talbot, Mrs. Martyn, Mrs. Read, Mrs. Moss,
Mrs. Archer, Mrs. Stevens, Mrs. Faulkner, Mrs. Curd, Mrs. Fagg,
Mrs. Smith, Miss Browne, Miss Elgood, Miss Clarke, Miss
Whitwell and Miss Smith.
Sport.—The results of our many sporting activities are
given separately.
 As winter draws on we wonder what our ultimate fate
will be and look with some trepidation at the prospect of
still being in our present location, when the frosty weather
comes. Several oflicers, not to mention other ranks, have sat
down in a most undignified manner already on some of the
rather treacherous steps, which abound in the area. What it
will be like when the frost arrives, one shudders to think ,
and it is certainly doubtful whether transport will reach us.
"The Celestial."
COMPETITION RESULTS.
The results of the many competitions—other than sports
—held during the past three months are given below:—
Brigade events:
Brigade Weapons Meeting (held at Lydd on 18th Sept., 45):
1st
.. 1st Foresters
1469 pts.
2nd .. 6th Royal Berks
1339 pts.
3rd .. 2nd Bn. The Queen's Own 1172 pts.
4th .. 2nd East Surreys
1107 pts.
The Bn. was placed second in three events—Rifle, Bren and
Falling Plate — but came to grief badly in the Sten shoot.
C.S.M. Hackman, "H.Q.," proved to be the best Rifle shot in
the meeting with a score of 44 points out of 50, and "D" Coy.
L.M.G. Team (L.Cpl. Mitchell, Ptes. Hartley and Pring) csme
second in their event.
Brigade M.T. Rally (held at Broome Park on 3rd Sept., '45):
1st
.. 2nd Bn. The Queen's Own.. 59 pts.
2nd .. 6th Royal Berks
46 pts.
3rd .. 1st Foresters
22 pts.
4th .. 2nd East Surreys
19 pts.
Brigade Point to Point (held on 5th Sept., '45):
1st
.. 2nd East Surreys
58 pts.
2nd .. 6th Royal Berks
64 pts.
3rd .. 2nd Bn. The Queen's Own 46$ pts.
4th .. 1st Foresters
40 nts.

55

One Platoon from every Rifle Coy. in the Brigade took
part.  A Platoon of "A" Coy. returned the best time for the
course and finished second on points. "C" Coy. Platoon also
did quite well finishing
sixth.
Brigade Drill Competition (held on parade ground cf 12th
I.T.C., Canterbury, on 7th Sept., '45):
1st
.. 6th Royal Berks
150 pts.
2nd .. 2nd Bn. The Queen's Own 135 pts.
(!'B" Coy).
3rd .. 2nd East Surreys
130 pts.
3rd .. 1st Foresters
130 pts.
Battalion Events:
Bn. Weapons Meeting held at Lydd Ranges on 29th Aug. '45:
1st
.. H.Q. Coy.
854 pts.
2nd .. "A" Coy.
848 pts.
3rd
"D" Coy
817 pts.
4th .. "B" Coy
802 pts.
5th .. "C" Coy
768 pts.
' 6th .. Sp. Coy.
661 pts.
"D" Coy. won the Rifle, "B" Coy. the Bren (though "A"
Coy. found the best L.M.G. team), and H.Q. Coy. the Sten
and Falling Plate events.
Pte. J. Hilton, "D" Coy., provpd to be the best Rifle shot,
with Pte. H. Perry, H.Q. Coy., a close runnerup. Pte. J. Dwyer,
H.Q., was the best Sten shot, recording a "possible."
InterCoy. Treasure Hunt, held at Broome Park on 3rd
Sept., '45:
1st' .. "D" Coy
134 pts.
2nd .. "A" Coy.
 115 pts.
3rd .. "B" Coy.
.. 113 pts.
4th .\ "C" Coy
108 pts.
Sp. and H.Q. Coys, were unable to take part in this event.
InterPlatoon Alertness Competitions.
Owing to the pressure of events the first competition held
in Broome Park was never completed, leaving 9 Platoon of
"C" Coy. in the lead,'but hotly pursued by 11 Platoon of the
same Coy. The second competition held at Dover on 5th
Nov., '45, resulted as follows:
1st
.. Signal Platoon H.Q. Coy. 36.0 pts.
2nd .. Sp. Platoon, Sp. Coy
34.9 pts.
3rd .. Mortar Platoon, Sp. Coy. 34.6 pts.
InterPlatoon Forced March Test (held over a course of
slightly over 10 miles round Broome Park):
1st
.. Composite Pnr. and Sp. Platoons Sp. Coy.
2nd .. No. 5 Platoon " B" Coy.
3rd .. No. 7 Platoon "B" Coy.
4th .. No. 15 Platoon "D" Coy.
InterSec. Obstacle Course and 30 yards Range Competition.
1st
.. "D" Coy. (Cpl. Wallis' sec.) 411 pts.
2nd .. Sp. Coy.
405 pts.
3rd .. "C" Coy..
397 pts.
4th .. "B" Coy
359 pts.
InterPlatoon Guard Mounting Competition (held at Dover
on 8th and 9th Nov., *45):
1st
.. No. 8 Platoon "B" Cpy. .. 311 pts.
2nd .. Mortar Platoon, Sp. Coy... 300 pts.
3rd .. No. 2 Platoon, "A" Coy. .. 296 pts.
Coy. averages worked out on points obtained by each
Platoon resulted as follows: Sp. Coy. 292.0, "A" Coy. 283.4,
"B" Coy. 282.4, H.Q. Coy. 269.2, "D" Coy. 265.4, "C" Coy. 256.1.
InterSec. Miniature Range Shoot (held at Dover on 2nd
Nov., *45): An InterSection Competition was run in each
Coy., then the winning section represented their Coy. in the
final; the result of which was as follows:
Highest Possible Score: 440.
1st
.. "D" Coy
Score 177
2nd .. "A" Coy
Score 168
3rd .. Sp. Coy
Score 134
4th .. "C" Coy
Score 132
5th .. "B" Coy
Score 131
6th .. H.Q. Coy
Score 22
"D" Coy.'s winning Section—10 Section, 16 Platoon.
SPORTS.
Cricket.
Owing to indifferent weather in September, the interCoy.
Cricket League dragged on and the final game was not played
off till 4th October. The table finally read:
Coy.
P.
W. L.
D. Pts. Position
"C"
5
4
1
0
8
First
"Sp."
.... 5
4
1
0
8
First
"H.Q." .... 5
3
2
0
6
Third
"B"
5
3
2
0
6
Third
"D"
5
1
4
0
2
Fifth
"A"
5
0
5
0
0
Sixth
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Swimming.

 Good bathing weather—so necessary for ah outdoor pool—
was ot very short duration while we were at Broome Park. In
spite of this, however, Lt. B. W. Barnett (Officer i/c Swimming)
managed to enthuse large numbers to try their hand at the
Bn. 100 yards Free Style Test, and a good proportion obtained
their Bn. Certificate; The 50 yards in Battle Order was,
however, considerably harder and only a few stalwarts attempted
this test.
The interCoy. Swimming Competition took place in the
open air converted waterproofing tank in the camp area which
had been doing service as a bath after modification by the .
Bn. Pioneers. In spite of the definite autumnal nip in the
air the competition soon developed into a keen struggle between
"A" and " C" Coys., the former eventually winning by one point
as the result of the last race. During the competition the P.T.
Sgt. — Sgt. Webo. — gave a demonstration of swimming fully
armed and equipped.
Results were:
Medley Team Race—1st "C" Coy.; 2nd H.Q. Coy.
Individual Free Style (6 lengths)—1st Sgt. Boulter ("A"
Coy.);.2nd Lt. Barnett ("D" Coy.).
Individual Breast Stroke—1st Pte. McEvoy ("C" Coy.); 2nd
L.Cpl. Galvin (H.Q. Coy.).
Individual Free Style (Denims)—1st Pte. Massey ("C" .
Coy.); 2nd Pte. Green ("A" Coy.).
Free Style Team Relay—1st "A" Coy.; 2nd "C" Coy.
Free Style Relay—1st "A" Coy.; 2nd "B" Coy.
Final Team Positions:—
1st
... "A" Coy. ......
11 pts.
2nd .. "C" Coy.
10 pts.
3rd .. H.Q. Coy.
/ 3 pts.
4th .. "B" Coy.
2 pts.
5th .. "D" Coy.
1 pt.
Football.
We have been concentrating first
on interPlatoon and
then on InterCoy. Competitions, with a view to selecting the
best possible Bn. team as early as possible in the season.
InterPlatoon Competition: Semifinal—1 Platoon "A" 0,
13 Platoon "D' 4; 10 Platoon "C" 2, Mortar Platoon Sp. 1.
Final—13 Platoon "D" 0, 10 Platoon "C" 3.
InterCoy. Competition: First round—"A" Coy. 0, "D" Coy.
1; "C" Coy. 5, H.Q. Coy. 0; Sp. Coy. and "B" Coy. byes. Semi
final—Sp. Coy. 1, "B" Coy. 0; "D" Coy. 0, "C" Coy. 5. Final—
Sp. Coy. 3, "C" Coy. 5.
InterCoy. Final.—The interCoy. Final was played on 10th
November, 1945, amidst a continual downpour of rain. From
the outset it was apparent that the greasy ball would make
good football difficult—and the goalkeepers in particular were
truly handicapped. "C" Coy. scored first through Pte. Clarke
—soon after the start—but a grand drive by Pte. Shacklesford
put "Sp." Coy. on level terms. " C" Coy. forged ahead again
soon after this, but "Sp." managed to draw level once more:
"C" put on a further goal to make the halftime score 3—2.
After the Interval " C" Coy. forward line began to show its
real class, the Inside forwards in particular combining very
well. Two more goals by "C" Coy. made the game fairly safe,
but "Sp." reduced the arrears with a further goal—ten minutes
from time. In spite of strenuous efforts by the "Sp." Coy.
forwards—Including a near miss by Sgt. Parker, no further
goals were added before the end. Final score:
"C" Coy.
5
"Sp." Coy
.
3
(Pte. Clarke 3, L.Cpl.
(Sgt. Parker, Pte. Shackles
Taggart, Cpl. Gibbon).
ford, Pte. Piatt).
BATTALION MATCHES:
27th October, 1945:
2nd Bn. The Queen's Own (4 goals) beat 1 Foresters (3 goals).
Play opened somewhat raggedly, until L.Cpl. McTaggart
put the Bn. one up. Immediately improved play followed on
both sides, and shortly after we .had failed with a penalty the
Foresters equalised, and although we might have been at least
three goals in the lead by halftime, weak finishing
left the
two teams with one goal each.
Halftime: The Queen's Own 1; Foresters 1.
The Bn. opened the second half strongly, with Sgt. Parker
the schemer of the forwards, and although we pressed hard,
:it was the Foresters who scored first, and almost immediately
they netted again to make the score 3—1 in their favour.
This scoring was completely against the  run of play,
because our forwards were definitely on top of the defence,
nnr( although on many occasions we came within an ace oi
scoring,' we were still two goals down with only ten minutes
to play. First a neat wing movement between Sgt. Parker
and Cross led to Clark scoring; immediately afterwards L.Cpl.
McTaggart picked up a loose ball to level the scores. With
two minutes to play Cpl. Sterling in goal cleared to Sgt. Elliott

who passed to Sgt. Parker; the insideright, now playing on
the opposite wing, pushed the ball through to Woolley, who
made no mistake.
Chief credit for our victory mustgo to Sgt. Parker, the
mind behind the forwards; to Cpl. Sterling, a firstclass goal
keeper, and to Sgt. Elliott who played a very steady game at
centrehalf. Our weakness lay chiefly at full back, though
all the defence were slow in recovering. The forwards with a
little practice should be extremely dangerous.
1st November, 1945:
2nd Bn. The Queen's Own (1 goal), lost to 13 Holding Bn. (2
goals).
The Holding Bn. side consisted of well experienced players
—with a series of wins against many wellknown teams.
The game started off at a fast pace, with both sides attack
ing in turn. During the first half a breakaway effort by the
Bn. ended in a clever goal being scored by Pte. Clarke ("C"
Coy.). A few minutes later a further goal by the Bn. was
adjudged offside by the referee.
On the switchover the Holding Bn. attacked furiously—
but great defensive play by the centrehalf, Sgt. Parker ("Sp."
Coy.), and goalkeeper, Cpl. Sterling ("B" Coy.) kept them at
bay. Following a free kick, however, Cpl. Pullen scored a
goal for the Holding Bn., to level the score at 1—1.
FJay
continued with many fast exchanges, until five minutes from
the end, when the vHolding Bn. were awarded a penalty. Cpl.
Freeman made no mistake with this. The game ended with
the Bn. trying hard to level matters—and with most spectators
well keyedup, though a trifle hoarse.
Team was: Cpl. Sterling ("B" Coy.); Sgt. Elliott ("D" Coy.),
Pte. Thorn (H.Q. Coy); Pte. Dimmick ("B" Coy.), Sgt. Parker
("Sp." Coy.), Sgt. Brown ("D" Coy.); Pte. Woolley (H.Q. Coy.),
Major Rich ("B" Coy., capt.), Pte. Clarke ("Sp." Coy.), L.Cpl.
McTaggart ("C" Coy.), Pte. Cross ("C" Coy.).
7th November, 1945:
2nd Bn. The Queen's Own (1 goal) drew with 13 Queen's (1 goal)
The game, played on rather a muddy day, was noted for its
speed, but produced little good football.
Pte. Clarke our centreforward, scored in the first half,
and the Bn. were rather unfortunate to put the ball in the net
again after halftime—to be ruled offside. 13 Queen's equalised
through a crashing free kick, which left the goalkeeper very
little chance.
Breakaway efforts by both sides failed to produce any
further score and the game finished
with the score at 1—1.
Rugby.
We have just started the Bn. Team—most of whom are
desperately out of practice owing to the difficulty of playing
during the war years.
Results:
19th September, 1945:
2nd Bn. The Queen's Own (6 pts.), beat 1 Foresters (nil).
The game was hard and reasonably fast for the first of
the season. Forward play dominated the game and by half
time there was still no score. The second half, with the
wind behind us and the slope in our favour, soon began to
provide thrills and 2nd/Lt. Revell got over for a try. A very
difficult kick was taken by Lt. Hunting which just failed—
actually hitting the upright.
Lt. Hunting later kicked a
penalty goal and the game was ours.
31st October, 1945:
2nd Bn. The Queen's Own (6 pts.) drew with 1 Foresters (6 pts.)
Conditions were ideal and from the kickoff, the Queen's
Own took the initiative and scored the first
try after ten
minutes' play. Lt. Elgood touched down, but the kick failed.
Shortly afterwards we were unlucky to lose Capt. Ford, our
scrumhalf, who received an ankle injury which kept him off
the field for the rest of the game. This meant transferring
Lt. Revell from the forwards to take over scrumhalf, thus
handicapping our pack which was lighter than the Foresters
even when with eight forwards. However, the pack managed
to hold the Foresters, all seven forwards played extremely well.
The Foresters equalised just before halftime after a forward
rush. During the second,half each side was awarded a penalty,
neither succeeding. Our forwards, although unable to heel
very often in the tight scrum, managed to gain, possession
frequently in the loose. Our second try resulted from a quick
heel from the loose, the ball passing quickly out to the wing,
and Capt. Palmer, who ran hard, touched down. In the later
stages of the game the Foresters' weight began to take effect
and they equalised in the last few minutes after a good passing
movement amongst their threequarters. The final result was
a draw—6 all—which, we feel, was very representative of the
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play throughout the game. The match was ably refereed by
Capt. H. C. Smith.
15lh November, 1945:
2nd Bn. The Queen's Own (nil), lost to Depot, Royal Marines,
Deal (19 pts.).
On Thursday, 15th November, the Bn. Rugger Team accom
panied by a number of supporters journeyed to Royal Marines
Depot, Deal, to play their first major game of the season. The
day was ideal ahd the state of the ground perfect. During the
opening stages both teams appeared to be edging for a position
and endeavouring to weigh up their opponents and through
out the first half the only point of note was a sudden break
through by the Marines" threequarters from a scrum on the
25 yards line which resulted in a try.
At one point it looked as though the Queen's Own were
going to equalise through the customary energetic efforts of
Major Cropper, who was just beaten to a touch down by the
Marines' back. The second half was a series of tries by the
Marines, most of which were due to bad marking of the three
quarters. On the whole the score was no reflection on the
game which was a keenly fought contest to the end, the ball
moving from end to end of the field throughout.
Personalities of the Queen's Own team were the captain
—Lt. Hunting—who coupled to a good deal of clean intercept
ing and passing, his usual rallying cries throughout the game.
The weight of the scrum was Increased by the Inclusion cf
Major Martyn who staged a "comeback" to play in this match.
Lt. Myers played his usual stalwart game at full back and
proved his great worth to the team. It is a pity that others
have not got his excellent knack of. kicking into touch from
all angles. Lt. Revell played hard as scrumhalf, but he never
quite felt at home in his new position in the field.
We hope that Capt. Ford will have recovered before the
next match to take his place so that Lt. Revell can return to
his correct position.
The following have played for the Battalion: Major A.
Martyn, Major D. J. Cropper, Major A. G. Rich, Capt. J. B. C.
Palmer, Capt. M. G. M. Archer, M.C., Capt. E. M. Mulhall,
Capt. A. H. Ford, Lt. J. A. Myers, Lt. P. N. Elgood, Lt. Pi Revell,
Lt. K. M. Hunting (capt.), Lt. C. B. Rodger, Lt. P. R. S. S.cott,
Lt. H. W. Clarke, Lt. P. J. Fagg, 2nd/Lt. E. D. Todd, Sgt.
Purslow, Cpl. Pennells, Cpl. Stonehouse, Pte. Monk.
Gross Country Running.
The first of a series of cross country runs was the inter
Platoon run held over approx. a 4mile course near Broome
Park on 24th Sept., 1945. The first three Platoons were:
1st
.. No. 1 Platoon "A" Coy. .. 454 pts.
2nd .. No. 5 Platoon " B" Coy. .. 584 pts.
3rd .. Mortar Platoon, "Sp." Coy. 607 pts.
The first three Individuals home were:
1st .. Pte. Blakeley (H.Q. Coy.) Time 26 mins. 45 sees.
2nd .. L.Cpl. Childs ("D" Coy) Time 26 mins. 46 sees.
3rd .. Pte: Wright ("C" Coy.) .. Time 26 mins. 50 sees.

Beagling.
This is rapidly developing into a popular sport under the
able tuition of Major R. E. Moss. The R.A. (Sheerness) Beagles
who meet several times a week near Dover have been very good
to us and allow organised parties to go out, and most of us,
once we have discovered what it is all about, quite enjoy
ourselves.

Headquarter Company
Since our last contribution, many changes have taken
place, and we take this opportunity of extending a hearty
welcome to all new arrivals, in particular our new Company
Commander, Capt. A. H. Ford, who has taken over from Major
Cropper. Capt. Ford now plays a double role, for, apart from
being Cbmpany Commander, a difficult job at any time, he is
also P.R.I. Lt. Lauder has now assumed the duties of Admin.
Officer, while as Welfare Officer his work is never ending, trying
to cope with the "alarming" number of compassionate cases,
of men, apparently not content with the joys of Army life,
trying to hasten their return to the glories of "civviestreet."
We take this opportunity of congratulating Capt. Faulkner
(Slgs. Officer) on his recent promotion, and also Lt. (Q.M.)
Sivers on his award of the M.M., for gallantry in action, while
serving with the 7th Bn. In France in 1940. Capt. Lee (P.R.I.)
has now departed from our midst. We wish him all the very
best of luck on his return to that "outside" world.
We have also seen many changes in the Admin, side, with
the departure of Pte. Nevill, storeman, and Pte. Wilmshurst.
In their place we welcome Pte. Rlckett, who has already proved
his efficiency as storeman, in "working" forms, also his assistant
"Goofy" Whittle, whose dally antics on his musical contraptions
are not altogether enjoyable.
There have been quite a lot of promotions within the
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Coy. recently; it seems as if stripes are falling like "snow
flakes," and that old phrase, "they are two a penny"' is
frequently heard. All the same we congratulate Sgt. Winchester
(Pro. Sgt.) on putting his third "tape" up.
In the field of sport we have not been a "shining" light,
for in the Football KnockOut Competition we were literally
knockedout In the first round, by "C" Coy., who eventually
went on to win the competition, however, mainly due to the
efforts of Pte. Hawker, our demon bowler, we finshed third In
the Cricket League, having won 3, lost 2, of our games.
The Signal Platoon came through with full honours in
an "Alertness" competition, and shared sixth place with Bn.
"H.Q." in a recent Guard Mounting Competition. They have
earned tehmselves the name of the "bright boys" of the Coy.
In the InterCoy. .22 Shoot we were slightly off the mark,
finishing the wrong end of the table, surely not a reflection
on our victory In the Bn. Shooting Competition. Better marks
manship will have to be one of our New Year resolutions.
Before we bid adieu we would like to extend a he«rty
greeting and best wishes to our old Coy. Commander, Major
B. J. R. Stoneham.
"Get up them stairs."

Support

Company

Just a few words to let all and sundry know that there
is still a Support Company in the Battalion, keeping up
their usual gcx)d standard, and bearing up under the strain
of comoetition from the Rifle Companies (not to mention
"H.Q." Company).
Congratulations to O/Sjt. Ager on having .a husky male
addition to his family. Good luck and keep it going. With
such bright sparks as Sjt. Haieh and Pte' McBurnery still
In the Company our entertainment will surely be greatly
enhanced.
The Company was beaten in the final
of the Inter
company Football cup. by "C" Company (5—3), after a good
game, which was slightly spoi'ed by inclement weather and
the thoughts of the lads getting away for . their weekend
leave. However, congratulations to "O" Company, and here's
hoping for another "needle" match with them shortly.
Well done the Company on winning the 10 mile forced
march, and to the Mortar Platoon on coming second in the
assault competition. The Mortar Platoon were also respon
sible for the Company fin'shing
on top in the Guard
Mounting Competition, coming second to 8 Platoon "B"
Comoany. May they have manv "good" guards.
Promotion seems to be the thine of the day. When the
ComDany is on parade, it's a wonder they don't "takeoff" with
all these "white w'ngs" that appear prevailing. Ta'king of
German phrases, who was it who thought that "Nein" was
a prescription by the M.O.?
And so to finish,
we should like to congratulate Capt.
Clarke on his recent promotion.
A.J.

"A" Company
We soon expect to be waving goodbye to the shores of
England, with mixed feelings of relief and regret. The last
three months have been snent in normal progressive training
—a change of location—more reorganisation, fourteen days
leave and finally
packing up and standing by for movement
orders.
When the dark and chilly September evenings approached,
life under canvas was not quite so pleasant. We therefore
appreciated our move to Dover at the beginning of October,
even though our barracks are situated on the heights over
looking the harbour which means a strenuous climb (199
steps) every time we return to them.
There have been several changes within the company
especially among the older members of Company "H.Q.".
Major D. J. Cropper left us to command "H.Q." Company
and he was replaced by Major W. R. Stevens.
Capt. Appleton, Lt. Willis and 2/Lt. Gale have also
joined us and we wish them a verv happy stay. We heartily
congratulate C.QM.S. Field on getting married, and wish him
every success In the future.
He Is being demobilised
shortly and has handed over his duties to Sjt. O'Sullivan.
We welcome O.S.M. Booth to the Company, who has
recently transferred from the Seaforth Highlanders to the
Queen's Own*
We shall be very sorry to lose "Spain"
(Opl. Bennett) who is also being demobilised shortly. His
cheerfulness at all times and his enthusiasm at Company
social functions will be greatly missed by all.
Company Social activities have started again and a very
successful e vening was held on 9th Nov., 1945, ably assisted
by the newly formed Regimental Band, the talent of the
Q.M.'s staff and the Battalion Ration Staff who provided
excellent. refreshments. It is hoped to find sufficient talent
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to entertain the Battalion in the near future. Many inter
company and interBattalion competitive sports and training
meetings have been held in which "A" Company held its
own in most events and excelled in a few. Such features
are given below.
3 Sept. 45—Inter Company Treasure Hunt
2nd place
5 Sept. 45—Brigade Point to Point marching competition
2nd place in the Brigade
The Platoon which
gave this
performance
completed the course faster than any other
platoon in the Brigade, but lost points to
another Battalion owing to one man collapsing
from exhaustion—he had to be carried the last
halfmile to the finishing post.
f> Sept. 45—Alertness Competition
3rd place.
8 Sept. 45—InterCompany Swimming
Competition
1st Place.
24 Sept. 45—InterPlatoon Cross Country Run
1st place
8 Nov.
45—InterPlatoon Drill Competition
(No. 2 platoon)
3rd place.
Company placing ....2nd place.
Football.—Unfortunately we were knocked out in the 1st
round of the InterCompany knockout. but we intend to
do better next time.
W.R.b.

"B" Company
Since our last issue the Company has said goodbye to
Major W. Grimshaw and Capt. J. M. G. Millard, both of
whom have departed to that mythical land known as Civvy
Street'.

. ,
„
The Company has welcomed several new arrival officers,
including Capt. M. Rlckcard and Lt. Elgood, both exP.O.W's.
and old members of The Queen's Own — and also 2/Lts.
Storey and Todd.
Our departure from Kentish Tentage was not regretted
by many, in spite of the presence of the '39' steps in our
new location (or is it more?).
In the last area "B" Company did well in reaching 2nd
place in the Brigade InterCompany drill competition —
being highly commended on their turnout.

The move to the new location and subsequent events
have kept everybody pretty busy, but things are now a little
more normal. The old question is now in everybody's mind
"Where do we go from here?"
In the football world the Company has managed to hold
its own. and has subscribed four players to the Battalion
team (Major A. G. Rich. Sgt. King.
Cpl. Sterling. Pte.
Dimmick).
The most noteworthy success has been the
great goalkeeping of Cpl. Sterling.

In conclusion—to all the "B" Boys about to venture into
Civvy Street — and others wherever they are — we wish the
best of luck.
a.cj.k.

4<

C" Company.

Our departure from the precincts of Lord Kitchener's
estate.
Broome Park, the land of waving Wigwams and
incessant smoke signals between Companies and Battalion
"H.Q." was met with great enthusiasm. Whether this was
due to the fact that the move was preceded by two weeks
embarkation leave, or whether it was the fact that we were
saying farewell to the earwigs paradise is still a debatable
point.
Our return from leave found much to do for all depart
ments, but there was no delay in adjusting ourselves to our
new surrounding. Good clean barrack rooms and a homely
grate (no coal) did much to disperse that "returning from
leave" feeling and atmosphere. Now that we are installed
the Company enjoys sharing a well furnished Quiet Room
with our usual companions in Detachment "D" Company.
Our Corporals are very fortunate in having installed in
their room a full sized billiard table (no balls), which makes
little difference as the table is not to be used anyway.
Since our last contribution to the Buster, the Company
have achieved a long sought after ambition when 10 Platoon
after a great struggle through the earlier stages, defeated 13
Platoon "D" Company in the final of the InterPlatoon Foot
ball Competition. Outstanding in their performances in these
games were Pte. Clark 80. who scored 7 out of 9 goals in
the last three games, and Lt. P. Revell who not only com
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mands the Platoon, but who broke his privilege, leave to take
his place between the sticks. The term was captained by
Pte. Penny who was presented with a token interCoy. trophy
(the proper one being in Malta) by Gen. Sir Charles Bonham
Carter, G.C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O., who was visiting the Battalion
at that time.
We shared the honour of first place in the InterCompany
Cricket League with "Sp" Company, with a team ably cap
tained by Sgt. Burtenshaw. With regrets we said goodbye
to our esteemed Company Commander, Major J. B. Browne,
M.C., and wish him "all the best" for the future. We welcome
our new Company Commander, Major J. B. C. (Oscar) Palmer
who has returned from the jungle, and although he has only
commanded the Company a few weeks, is "tops" in the eyes
of all concerned. Also we shake the hand in "greeting of
Lt. J. A. Myers who has joined us as 2/i.c. of the Company.
Lt. J. A. Waters has laid down his Caps, G.S., for a Hats,
Bowler Mk. III. with tabs securing, and we wish him the best
of luck in civvy street.
We were sorry to lose C.S.M. Roberts, M.M., who has
returned to his parent unit, and we wish him all that he
would wish himself. C.S.M. BoothChamberlain has filled the
gap, having handed over the "Q" side to another exponent
in the art, C.Q.M.S. Ansell, who has joined us from another
famed county regiment, and our old pals the "Hampshires."
And now as we close on this, issue with the words of 
that song on our lips; "Where do we go from here" — we
wonder!
"Lesandy."

"D"

Company

Arrivals.—We welcome to our Company Major Moss as our
new Company Commander, and Capt .Archer, who takes
over second in command.
Having moved to our winter quarters, we are looking for
ward to a good time, with interesting programmes in front
of us.
The move took place while the Company were enjoying
leave, with the exception of the hard working few who did
the moving.
Rumours ran high as to where and when we should
move, as you can guess, and every place was mentioned from
Lands End to John O'Groats (well, nearly).
Programme of work is interesting and competitive. Wed
nesday afternoons Beagling — no horses or dogs, just men in
P.T. kit and greatcoats following the hare (human) back to
barracks.
We won the InterSec. Competition for Miniature Range
Shooting.
Promotions.—Congratulations to the following: L/Sgt. to
Sgt. (Nobby) Clarke, Cpls. to L/Sgts. (Buster) Brown, Bert
Purslow and Len Elliott, L/Cpl. to Cpl. (Tommy) Oakley,
(Ding) Hughes, Jack Uden and Geo. Tottman, Pte to L/Cpl.
Thurston (our man behind th.e pen and typewriter).
Our C.S.M. Martell is back from a Drill Course at the
Guards Depot, Caterham (look out, lads, on the square —
pick 'em up).
C/Sgt. Wenham tells us that his wife presented him
with a baby girl on 3rd Nov., '45. Congratulations "Ginger."
The Company football team has played a number of
matches, with a fair amount of success. However, it must be
recorded that "C" Company did defeat us in the semifinal
of the InterCompany Competition, but only after a hard
struggle. We have three players in the Battalion team who
are keeping up the Company's reputation. We are shortly
arranging a match between the Officers and N.C.Os. versus
the Privates. The Privates are confident of an overwhelming
victory, but as the "Buster" will have gone to the press by
the time this match is played, we shall have to keep you
waiting for the result.
"Gone to the Dogs."

Sergeants' Mess
Prom two store tents in Broome Park to a small, but
comfortable mess in Grandshaft Barracks, was a very pleasant
change, but alas we are not to stay, and the next article will
probably be written from the bombshattered ruins of
Germany.
While at Broome Park we were honoured with a visit
from the Colonel of the Regiment, and to mark the occasion
a Mess photo was taken.
A very pleasant evening was spent when we entertained
the 1st Foresters' Mess for a social evening and games, tour
nament of darts, cribbage, dominoes, draughts, a "dog' race"
and a quiz. The result was in our favour, despite the efforts
of the R.S.M., who, when asked what page of AB64 Part I.
contained particulars of next of kin, guessed wrong. Thanks
to the efforts of "Pete" Dunton and his able committee, the
evening was a great success.
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Mr. Bevin's release scheme is bringing about the departure
of many old friends, including "Dinkie" Cooke, Bob Norman,
C.Q.M.S. Williams, Sgts. Diffey and Wilkins. Farewells were
said also to C.S.M. Roberts, M.M., who rejoined the Royal
Fusiliers, and with congratulations added to Sgt. Stone,
who left to become R.Q.M.S. of the 5th Battalion.
Mobilization and reorganisation have brought bags of
promotion — C.S.M. Pratt to R.S.M., Harry Dumbrill to
R.Q.M.S., C.Q.M.Ss. Martell and Booth Chamberlain to C.S.M.,
Sgts. Cowlard, Whitlock and Booth to C.S.M., and Shaw,
Wenham, Ansell, Ager and de Brie to C.Q.M.S., plus new Mess
members too numerous to mention in detail, but to whom
we extend a hearty greeting.
A welcome is extended also to C.S.M. Wells, who, after
much wandering has returned to the Regimental fold as
O.R.Q.M.S.
In the football line we continue to supply a large part
of the Battalion team, and hope to defeat the Officers in a
forthcoming match.

9

INFANTRY TRAINING
CENTRE
On searching through back numbers of the Gazette,
it is curious to note that the I.T.C. has not contributed
more regularly. Now that so many Officers and N.C.Os. are
coming back to us from Battalions we feel that a letter
should be forthcoming.
Having made this resolution, your correspondent finds
himself at a loss to know where to begin. To list all who
have returned would merely be to republish Part n. Orders,
but it is grand to see so many returning from the Battalions
overseas in time to spend a wellearned Christmas at home.
Real regret was felt by all who had served with him, at
the departure of Lieut.Colonel C. E. P. Craven to take up
a command in West Africa, but in his place we were very
pleased to welcome Lieut.Colonel P. H. Macklin, who joined
us from the 2nd Battalion.
Of the other changes in recent months we will try to
single out a few which may be of interest. Major E. B.
StanleyClarke, Capt. G. Coe, Capt. B. G. Wilkinson, R.Q.M.S.
T. Adams, C.S.Ms. W. Roach, A. Home, R. Lewis, C/Sgt. E.
Peacock, Sgts. H. Maxlow, J. Warren, G. Killick, W. Jenkins,
M. Wing, R. Dowsing, H. Collins, A. Wells, and many others
have left us for "Civvy Street." Our best wishes go with them.
However, we were pleased to see Major E. C. Spurr, Capt.
B. J. Stoneham, Lts. C. T. Cruttenden, W. D. Baldwin, G. W.
DayerSmith, C.S.M. J. Cunnel and Sgt. H. Stevenson, who
arrived to fill the gaps.
An especial welcome is extended to the returned P.O.Ws.
who are now with us, among them Lts. B. C. Phillips, I. S.
Buckland, R. G. Aldrich, Drum Major G. Watts and Cpl. A.
Keen.
A number of old friends have been in to see us. The
names of Lieut.Colonel Theobald (looking very fit
after
his stay in West Africa), Major R. W. Smith and Major
C. G. Elliott come immediately to mind.
We extend our Christmas Greetings to all ranks of the
Regiment, wherever they may be serving, and until our next
contribution we say "au revoir."

TELEPHONE 2838 MAIDSTONE

BENNITTS LTD.
Mbolesale anb TRetail ^Tobacconists

6 and 63a, HIGH STREET
AND

14, MARKET STREET,
MAIDSTONE
All Orders promptly executed.
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KENT BANDSMEN PLAY IN GARDEN OF EDEN.

MAJOR S. E. BROOKS.
After 34$ years' service in the Regiment, Major S. E.
Brooks has just retired.
Affectionately known by his brother officers as "Sammy,"
he posseses a cheerful disposition and had a way of cheeking
his way over the most insuperable obstacles.
He enlisted into the Regiment at the Depot, Maidstone,
on 2nd May, 1911 During the last war he served in India
and Mesopotamia, and was mentioned in despatches. He
was commissioned Quartermaster on the 22nd November, 1930,
and joined the 1st Battalion in India, returning home with
them in 1938. During the past seven years he has been
Editor of "The Queen's Own Gazette," Secretary of the
Regimental Association and Treasurer of the Regimental
Compassionate Fund.
The Regiment owes him a debt of gratitude for all the hard
work he has put in during his term of office as O.C. Depot
Party, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, and we
feel sure that all ranks of the Regiment would like to wish
"Sammy" Brooks the best of good luck, and we hope he will
win many prizes with the carnations that he proposes to grow.

Maidstone 's Safest Milk ! !
PEDIGREE GUERNSEY
HERD

HAVE YOU GOT YOUR NAME DOWN?

(p'umToAe S; JZen 2)aLues
for

Ltd.

Infants and Invalids
EGGS & CREAM

The Band of the 1st Battalion, Queen's Own Royal West
Kent Regiment have for the past year been making music to
entertain troops in the Middle East and Paiforce, and on one
memorable occasion performed on the reputed site of the
Garden of Eden at Habanyah, in Iraq. Other places where they
have delighted the troops have been: Cairo, Suez, Port Said.
Ismailia, Gaza, Haifa, Jerusalem, Nazareth, Baghdad, Mosul.
Teheran and Hamsden. Altogether they have performed over
300 times since leaving Maidstone last November.
They had the unusual experience of being flooded
out at
Quassassin, one of the driest places in the world (they
happened to strike the wettest day for fifty
years) and there,
in sunny Egypt, they also suffered from intense cold. At the
G.O.C.'s garden party in Baghdad, on the other hand, they
played in such terrific heat that they had to throw water over
the instruments because they were actually too hot to hold.
One of the most successful performances was given to a
Russian audience—they played their way up quite a bit of
the "arms for Russia" route—which occurred at about the time
the Russians were to enter Berlin.
A special composition
based on the popular "Colonel Bogey" was announced by
Bandmaster McKenna as the "March of the Russians Entering
Berlin" and was received with applause that would have done
the Big Five Conference good to hear.
Tire band have been a very happy team, under the leader
ship of Bandmaster J. R. McKenna. who has been with them
12 years, but is now on his way home to Maidstone, for a well
earned rest. The Band Sergeant R. Driscoll. has also recently
gone home after 21 years' service with the band.
Despite these losses the band is carrying on the fine
tradition they have always had, and a dance band and small
swing hand add to their popularity everywhere.
They have
played to tens of thousands of British troops, and with equal
success to Africans, Russians. Italians, Arabs, and men of
many other nations.
The soloists include Bandsman A. Henderson, of Ballymony
(flute), who is a soninlaw of a very famous Royal West Kent
personality, C.S.M. Henry Butcher, of 92, Surrey Road, Ipswich.
Bandsman E. Clark, of Monmouthshire, is very popular with
his flute
and posthorn
Bandsman R. Darley. who used to be in the Coldstream
Guards, and lives at Maidstone, was able to visit at Baghdad
the grave of his father, C.S.M. Darley, who died while fighting
with the Royal West Kent Regiment in 1916. C.S.M. Darley
was a wellknown boxer, not only in the Army but at the
National Sporting Club, and will be remembered by many "old
stagers" of the Regiment as an outstanding personality.
The Band had played to men of almost every county in
England, but not to any formation officially Kentish, although
several old friends of the band have taken the opportunity
to congratulate the men on their performance, including Major
General Oliver Welwar. O.B.E., C.G.S., Middle East (from Sutton
Valence) and Lieut.Colonel H. SinclairBrooke, of Tunbridge
Wells, who was at one time Entertainments Officer when the
band was in India. Another happy contact was with Lieut.
Colonel W. Haycraft, a former President of the Band.
Two brothers in the band are Tim and George Healey, sons
of Drum Major W. (Tim) Healey, who was 26 years in the Band,
and made a great effort to join the overseas tour, but was
"turned down" on the grounds of age.
Bandsman South, solo clarinet, was posted home halfway
through the tour and is much missed. The two oldest members
of the band are Corpl. Ison (acting as Band Sergeant), of St.
Mary's Cray (17 years' service) and L.Cpl. A. Pratt (14 years).
Members of the Band have taken the opportunity to do a
good deal of sightseeing, and during their present tour of
units of the 1st British Division in Palestine have been able to
visit Bethlehem and Jerusalem, and to be conducted round
the Holy Places. They are hoping to get home by Christmas,
but have a short tour to do in Egypt first.

Phone 2610

The National Association for Employment of Regular
Sailors, Soldiers and Airmen, Whose office is at Dock Road,
Chatham, has instructed us that they are to resume registering
men for employment in the General Post Office. They are
also checking up on those men who were on the waiting list
on the outbreak of war. So many letters sent to those names
and addresses have been returned to the Association marked
"Gone Away," "Not Known," etc., that notes, as this, are to
be published in Service Magazines with the object of getting
the old lists revised and preparing new ones. Men of The
Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment who were on the
waiting list in 1939 should therefore renew their applications,
and, most important, enclose their permanent addresses.
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2nd BATTALION IN THE AEGEAN
BY MAJOR J. B. BROWNE. M.C.
PART I.
At the beginning of September, 1943, the Second Bn. was
in Camp on the Syrian Coast between Tyre and Sidon. Since
leaving. Malta in June it had travelled from Egypt to the
Mountain Warfare Training Centre in the Lebanon and back
to Egypt for combined ops. Now the orthodox training had
been completed and more important developments were
expected,
On 8th September the Italian Forces capitulated. A few
days later "B" Coy. suddenly left the Bn. for an unknown
destination. They went to the Little Island of Castel Rosso off
the South West Corner of Asia Minor, and from there, in
October, they moved to Leros.
On 19th September the remainder of the Bn. sailed from
Haifa in two destroyers. They headed North West. At dawn
the next morning the destroyers were threading their way at
full speed through a mountainous archipelago, and later in the
morning they anchored in the harbour of Portolagos at Leros.
The harbour is like a Scandinavian Fiord, deep, clear and
narrow with mountains rising from the water's edge. The
town at the head of the harbour was a facade of modern
Italian buildings, similar to those at Tripoli, and curiously out
of keeping with the rugged surroundings. The Bn. disembarked
there and spent the day unloading stores. The Navy gave us
all their spare rations, leaving themselves with only a bare
minimum for the return journey to Alexandria.
Ashore the incompetence and unpopularity of the Italian
Garrison was everywhere apparent.
In the evening it was decided that the Bn. would continue
its journey to Samos, a larger Island about 40 miles North,
which had not yet been occupied by British troops. Brigade
H.Q., with the 2nd Bn. of the Royal Irish Fusiliers was to remain
at Leros.
The third unit in the Brigade, the 1st Bn. The
Durham Light Infantry, were already established at Cos, about
15 miles South of Leros. The only ship available for this stage
of the journey was a small Italian passenger vessel designed
more for peace than war. Since it was not big enough to take
all the men and stores that had to be moved, "C" Coy. stayed
in Leros and the ship returned for them two days later.
The harbour at Samos is wider and shallower—suitable
only for small ships, and Vathy, the capital city of the Island,
extends right round its shores, with streets of red roofed houses,
built in tiers along the hillsides, and the Aegean sailing boats,
called caiques, of every shape, rig and colour, moored along
the beaches. The houses here are Greek. Samos does not
belong to the Dodecanese Group, but was Greek territory until
it was seized and occupied by the Italians in 1940. The Bn.
was most enthusiastically welcomed as it disembarked and
moved into billets in the town. Three days later "C" Coy.
arrived safely, as planned.
The island was still garrisoned by the Italians—about a
Division in strength, including a Battalion of specially selected
Blackshirts of the Regiment in which Mussolini served in the
last war. Our business was to pursuade Greeks and Italians
to cooperate with ourselves and with each other in preparing
the defences of the island against the possibility of a German
attack. Most of the Greeks regarded the Italians with hatred
and contempt and the political differences among them, which
flared up so violently in 1944, were already making themselves
felt. Food and supplies of all kinds were extremely short. The
local currency, the Drachma, was unrelated to Sterling; infla
tion had set in and prices were rocketing out of control. When
we arrived it was found that a packet of Army biscuits would
buy more than several thousand Drachma. We did our best
to improve the food situation by sharing out what could be
spared of our own rations and by importing supplies from
Turkey. These had to be fetched by caique, and as some of
the small neighbouring islands were known to be occupied by
Germans and hostile Italians, there was a danger of intercep
tion. By the end of October sufficient stocks had been
accumulated to make a considerable addition to the previous
civilian ration. Supplies of food and ammunition were also
required to .establish hidden dumps in the mountains which
could be used to support guerilla activities.
In establishing these we were assisted by the existing
Greek guerilla formations known as "Andarti." These had
been a thorn in the side of the Italians throughout the occu

pation, and were extremely reluctant to cooperate with their
old enemies. Two of them were attached to each Company.
With their miscellaneous weapons and brightly polished
ammunition belts, they were a picturesque feature of Coy.
activities, and did Invaluable work as guides. They regarded
it as a great honour to be part of a British Unit.
During 'October, supplies were also received by air, and
when this operation had been successfully carried out several
times, a Brigade of Greek Paratroops was flown in and landed
by parachute. Attempts were made to establish an airfield
in the island, but though it is larger than the Isle of Wight,
it is so mountainous that no suitable site could be found. In
the circumstances the success of these air landing operations,
all of which had to be carried out at night by the light of
bonfires, was a great achievement.
All supplies received had to be carefully guarded and many
fatigue parties were needed to move them to appropriate storage
places. We also had a number of police and security duties.
For transport we depended on the Italians who lent us trucks,
drivers and mules. The Italian drivers, like the Greek " Andarti"
soon found themselves at home in the British Army and our
troops had no difficulty in makingthemselves understood in
Greek, Italian arid the strange language of mules.
At the end of October the Germans attacked and captured
Cos. This deprived us of our only airfield in the Aegean, and
meant that direct attacks on Leros and Samos were to be
expected fairly soon.
The Bn. moved away from Vathy to
Mytilene, a large village in the centre of the Island. A defensive
position was prepared and coordinated with the sectors
allotted to the Italians and Greeks. We also had a mobile role
and practised counter attacks against all the possible landing
beaches in the island.
Dawn and dusk standto was introduced, and warnings of
imminent attack became so frequent that it became more
convenient to move out of the billets we had occupied in
Mytilene and live in the prepared defensive positions in the
surrounding hills. Coys, and Platoons were very widely
dispersed and depended on mules for supplies and on 38 sets
for communications. The weather was getting colder and the
hills in which we lived were often engulfed in torrential storms
that swept suddenly in across the sea. Life was very strenuous.
German reconnaissance planes were often seen over the island
and fighter aircraft attacked the harbour.
This was the position when the attack on Leros started
on 12th of November, 1943. From the mountain tops we could
see the smoke of German bombs rising from the island. In
the absence of reliable news speculation and rumour flourished.
We felt ourselves directly concerned in the battle—much as
we had felt two years earlier when in Malta we heard news of
the invasion of Crete. This time the battle was nearer and
"B" Coy., we knew, was engaged in it already. Meantime we
could only wait and see what part we were to play.
To be continued.
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Honours and Awards
In Recognition of Gallant and Distinguished Services in Italy:
ORDER OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE.
(Additional Officer of the Military Div.).
Lt.Colonel (temp.) Dennis George Stapleton (156658).
Additional Member of the Military Div.).
Lieut. (Q.M.) Arthur Edwin Watts (88138).
Major (temp.) Dennis ClitherowSmith (138424).
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE ORDER.
Lt.Colonel (temp.) Bryan Edward Hazelton, M.C. (52666).
SECOND BAR TO MILITARY CROSS.
Major (acting) Shaun Stewart, M.C. (200311).
MILITARY CROSS.
Major J. B. Browne.
Capt. M. G. M. Archer.
Lieut. Kenneth Henry Neil Cooke (320014).
Lieut. William Philip Jones (300370).
6336314 W.O. Class II Prank Moyses Dixon.
Lieut. Roy Heffer (251649).
Capt. (acting) Michael George Murray Archer (73162).
THE DISTINGUISHED CONDUCT MEDAL.
6348538 W.O. Class II Lionel Groves.
6342057 Drummer Arthur Leslie Brown.
3965379 Pte. Leonard George Smith.
6337899
6347733
6350166
14626673
4034743
6408780
14541544
6343713
6347156

MILITARY MEDAL.
W.O. Class I Albert Edward Sivers.
C.Q.M.S. Alfred John Gilbert.
Sgt. (acting) William Herbert Hayman.
L.Sgt. Sydney Ernest Hearn.
L.Sgt. Alfred Victor Statham.
L.Cpl. William Henry Sharp.
Pte. William George Davies.
Sgt. Joseph James Wallington.
L.Sgt. Douglas Evans
Sgt. S. Wallington.

Mentioned in Recognition of Callant
Services in Burma:
Major (temp.) J. H. Burrows (44468).
Major (temp.) P. T. Jefferies (130154).
Capt. (temp.) J. P. Armitage (149866).
Capt. (acting) A. J. Wiles (177822).
Lieut. C. E. Ady (148605).
Lieut. (Q.M.) E. S. Cook (35065).
6342279 W.O. II (acting) N. Hales.
7598916 Sgt. R. C. Clinch.
6025225 Sgt. (acting) R. H. Allum.
6348731 L.Sgt. C. E. Franklin.
14564547 Cpl. J. W. Key.
6400013 Pte. W. J. Edwards.
6354445 Pte. E. V. Whiffen.

and

Distinguished

BIRTHS.
CHEATLE.—To the wife of Lieut. R. D. Cheatle, a daughter.
SEXTON.—On the 20th October, 1945, at Tynemouth, to the
wife of Sgt. L. Sexton, a son, Kenneth Peter.
PENNEY.—On September the 19th, 1945, at Shrublands Nursing
Home, Croydon, Surrey, to Eileen, wife of Capt. R. J.
Penney, Q.O.R.W.K. Regiment, a son, Geoffrey John.
ROSE.—On the 6th September, 1945, at Dulwich, London, S.E.
22, to the wife of L.Cpl. P. Rose, a son, Brian Peter.
ROBERTSON.—On the 3rd October, 1945, at West Ham,
London, to the wife of Pte. W. Robertson, a daughter,
Pfttri c?i B Jo&n

JACKSON.—On the 16th October, 1945, at the Gables Nursing
Home, Pine Tree Glen, Bournemouth, to Betty (nee
Smithwick) wife of Major D. W. Jackson, a daughter.
MARRIAGES.
RIORDAN—MORLING.—On the 2nd November, 1945, at Maid
stone, Kent, Pte. P. Riordan to Hilda May Morling.
MAXLOW—RELF.—On the 22nd September, 1945, at All Saints'
Church, Maidstone, Sgt. H. W. Maxlow to Rosalen Ellen
Ethel Relf.
DICKENS—LISTER.—Onthe 11th September, 1945, at Dartford,
Kent, Pte. J. Dickens to Beryl Lister.
MORRIS—HUNT.—On the 8th September, 1945, at Maidstone,
Kent, Pte. M. Morris to Gwendolyn Florence Hunt.
FAULKNER — GERARD.—On 16th October, at Guildford,
Capt. D. G. Faulkner to Miss M. E. Gerard.
FAGG—HANCOCK.—On 6th September, 1945, at Hayes, Kent,
Lieut. P. H. Fagg to Miss J. E. Hancock.
LEONARD—CRITTENDEN.—On the 15th September, 1945, at
Maidstone, Kent, L.Sgt. L. Leonard to Phyllis Joyce
Crittenden.
CALEY—MILLEN.—On the 3rd October, 1945, at Chart Sutton,
Kent, Pte. W. Caley to Doris Evelyn Millen>
CASWELL—PORTER.—On the 16th June, 1945, at St. John's
Wood, St. Marylebone, London, Pte. B. Caswell to Lilian
Edwina Porter.
HAYES—TURNER.—On the 27th October, 1945, at Beckenham,
Kent, Pte. H. Hayes to Beryl Winifred Turner.
WELLS—YATES.—On the 27th October, 1945, at Sittingbourne,
Kent, Pte. M. Wells to Gladys Yates.
MICHEL—GEPHEART.—On the 20th October, 1945, at Lam
beth, London, Pte. M. Michel to Joan Ellen Gepheart.
CHANDLER—BALDRY. — On September 15th, 1945, at St.
James' Church, Twickenham, Capt. Bernard Cecil Chandler
to Winifred Baldry.
HOWARD—BIRD.—Pte. J. Howard married Queenie Eileen Bird
at Greenwich on 24th November, 1945.
TAYLOR—HARBAN.—Pte. R. Taylor married Lily Maud Harban
at Chatham on 24th November, 1945.
IN MEMORIAM.

Mentioned in Recognition of Gallant and Distinguished
Services in the Field:
Major D. J. Cropper.
6343673 L.Cpl. H. Atkins.
6341213 Pte. G. C. Evenden.
6344694 Pte. H. H. Wallace.
Lt.Colonel W. Nash, M.B.E., T.D. (7426).
Lt.Colonel (temp.) B. L. Clay, O.B.E. (20181).
Major C. W. clout, M.B.E. (88832).
2nd Lt. R. W. Brown (90009).
6337031 W.O. II G. E. Lyons.
6344898 C.Q.M.S. C. F. Smith.
6142061 Sgt. R. W. Dendy.
6345852 Sgt. A. E. Drummond.
6346425 Sgt. R. E. Hall.
6345264 Cpl. A. A. J. Dillaway.
6347159 L.Cpl. J. Bethune.
6345921 L.Cpl. F. F. Durance (killed in action).
Mentioned in Recognition of Gallant
Services in NorthWest Europe:
Lieut. G. X». Dinwiddy (64011).

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & DEATHS

and

Distinguished

LONG SERVICE AND GOOD CONDUCT MEDAL.
Sgt. G. Greenbaum — Awarded the Long Service and Good
Conduct Medal (with Gratuity).

WHITTY.—In proud and ever loving memory of our darling
John, Lt.Colonel, D.S.O., M.C., R.W.K. Regiment, killed in
action, Italy, October 23rd, 1945.
"In mind a constant thought, in heart a silent sorrow."
—Sheila, Mother.
HILL/—In loving memory, on this his birthday, of Frank, Capt.,
Royal West Kent Regiment, killed in action in France, 1940.
FORTHCOMING MARRIAGES.
BALBERNIE—FOSTER KING.—The engagement is announced
of Major Richard Balbernie, The Royal West Kent Regi
ment, eldest son of Mrs. Balbernie, of Hove, Sussex, and
the late Major A. G. Balbernie, M.C., and Joan, second
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Foster King, of Budleigh
Salterton, Devon.
CRUICKSHANK—ELLIOTT.—The engagement is announced,
and the marriage will shortly take place, between Lieut.
Donald Arthur Cruickshank, The Queen's Own Royal West
Kent Regiment, son of Mrs. Cruickshank, 28, Earls Road,
Tunbridge Wells, and Second Officer Judith Aline Elliott,
W.R.N.S., younger daughter of Dr. and Mrs. Christopher
Elliott, of 13, Mount Ephraim Road, Tunbridge Wells.
RICH—ALEXANDER.—The engagement is announced of Major
A. G. Rich to Miss D. Alexander (W.A.A.F.), of Guildford.
STOREY—REYNOLDS.—The engagement is announced of
2/Lt. V. C. Storey to Miss M. Reynolds/of Oxford.
WOOD—SMITH—The engagement is announced of 2/Lt. P. H.
Wood to Miss F. D. Smith, of Sole Street, Kent.
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KENT BATTALION'S FINE RECORD
A record of service that can hardly be surpassed is held
by the Territorial 4th Battalion of The Queen's Own Royal
West Kent Regiment, whose Depot is at Tonbridge. In this
war the battalion has fought in all three main theatres of
operations; with the B.E.F. to Dunkirk, in North Africa from
El Alamein, and in Burma with the 14th Army.
When Admiral' Lord Louis Mountbatten, the Supreme
Allied Commander in South East Asia, recently bade farewell
to Burma, preparatory to the civil administration's taking over,
the battalion was appropriately called upon to provide a guard
of honour for the ceremony at Rangoon Government House.
The battalion whose companies are all commanded by Kent
men, is now commanded by Lt.Colonel H. J. Laverty, D.S.O.,
M.C.. of Yewtrees, The Cressage, Shrewsbury, Shrops. Thirty
four of the original peactime "terriers" are still with it,
including Major T. Coath, of Selbourne Road, Sidcup, who
was a corporal at the outbreak of war and is still remembered
in Kent as a member of the Sidcup Rugby team.
The SecondinCommand is Major P. E. "Dodo" Watts,
M.C., of Hales Road, Sidcup, while other officers are Major J.
Winstanley, M.C. (Little Priors, Cowden, Kent), Capt. A. J.
Wiles (7, Park Crescent, Tonbridge), and Lieut.Quartermaster
J. C. Breadan, M.B.E. (60, Lodge Oak Lane, Tonbridge).
Other
stalwarts are R.Q.M.S. Hales (40. Marley Way, Rochester),
Company Sergt.Major Brooks and Company Sergt.Major
Morley (29, Hever Road), both of Edenbridge. C.S.M. Brook's
wife is now living in Gainsborough, Lines. Six feet and four
inches tall is C.Q.M.S. J. Eves, M.M. (2a, Capstone Road, Luton,
Chatham), and another "Q bloke" is C.Q.M.S. R. Wells (1.
Bower Road, Hextable, Swanley). Sergt. Jerry Underwood (44,
Yew Tree Road, Southborough) is the Orderly Room sergeant,
and Sergt. Hayman, M.M., of Hailing, near Maidstone, was the
last man to win an award for the battalion, in an action
on the Sittang Bend.
The battalion went to France in March, 1940, and saw
their first
action at the scene of a former famous victory.
Qudenarde. With 44 Division it took part in the bitter retreat,
and in one rearguard action in the forest of Nieppe, only one
subaltern and about 400 men came out, plus the H.Q. company
officers. About 35 miles from Dunkirk the battalion became
split up, and small groups made their way independently to
the beaches. One small party of about 50 men, headed by
Lieut.Colonel Arthur Chitty, D.S.O., the battalion commander,
made the Channel crossing in a petrol barge.
Odd members of the battalion arrived in England, were
collected from various centres and the battalion was reformed
at Coventry, after which it went to guard the coastline around
Dungeness.
In May, 1942, the battalion went to Egypt and joined the
8th Army for the El Alamein battle. A Kent Brigade, compris
ing the 2nd Buffs and the 4th and 5th R.W.K., went into
action at Bare Ridge, where it was anticipated the opposition
would be only a battalion of Italians. Instead it turned out
to be a crack German division, but the Kent men still forced
a withdrawal.
The 4th took part in General Montgomery's deception
exercises south of where the main El Alamein attack was to
take place. They successfully simulated an entire armoured
division, largely with the aid of gramophone and loudspeaker
arrangements on a 15 cwt. truck. As the battle proper started
the 4th were switched to take part in the main attack, and
when the German line broke after nine days they went forward
50 miles in six hours. Later their advance became so rapid
that the Quartermaster was on one occasion found to have
set up his stores two miles in front of the battalion's forward
positions!
Later the battalion went to Iraq and joined the 5th Indian
Division in Baghdad at Christmas, 1942. The threat of a
German advance through the Caucasus not materialising, the
Division went to India in June, 1943. and thence to the Arakan
In Burma the Kent men found the worst fighting
con
ditions. with the jungle and sickness as deadly an enemy as
the Japanese. After the Arakan they were in the battle of
Kohima, where they contributed to the defeat of the Japanese,
which some military authorities consider to have saved India.
The plan for holding Kohima was based on the supposition
that the Japs would send one brigade against it. The West
Kents went, forward and took up their positions under mortar
fire.
The Japanese brigade turned out to be a Division, and
before the remainder of the British forces could get into
Kohima the West Kents were surrounded. In a sixteen day
battle the Japanese were defeated. During this time half the
garrison were wounded, water could only be obtained by risk
ing a sniper's bullet, and supplies had to be dropped by air.
It was at Kohima that perhaps the most unselfish and

bravest words of the Burma campaign were spoken. Quiet and
unassuming John Harman, son of the millionaire owner of
Lundy Island, was a lancecorporal with the 4th. He was in
one of the outposts where enemy machine guns were proving
a serious menace. Singlehanded he went out on seven occa
sions with grenades to silence the guns, always returning for
more ammunition.
On the seventh occasion he was badly
wounded in the stomach but got back to his trench. He knew
he was dying, but to his friends around him he said, "It was
worth it anyhow." The Victoria Cross he was posthumously
awarded was never more honourably won.
Kohima won, the 4th moved on and helped to lift the
siege of Imphal. Down the Tiddim Road, chasing the Japanese,
went the I4th Army, with the West Kents always near the
worst of the fighting.
In March, 1945, still as part of 5th Div. they motored
1,200 miles to cross the Irrawaddy and relieve the airborne
forces which had captured Meiktila. The fall of this town
virtually sealed the fate of the Japanese in Burma, and the
capture of Rangoon followed shortly afterwards.
The 4th West Kents became well known in Burma, and
the fine spirit of the battalion was fostered by the pride of
regiment and county which all felt.
At Kohima the battalion won 17 awards in 16 days, and
since going abroad in 1942 more than 70 awards have been
received. Of the full battalion of 920 which left Kent in 1942,
201 were killed in Burma and 200 in Egypt. The battalion is
taking up garrison duties near Rangoon, but this month
happily stepping on the boat for home will be the 289 re
mainder of the gallant battalion that left Kent three years ago.

MAJOR T. C. COATH, MAJOR R. J. WEBSTER.
Officers of the 4th Battalion had the noted distinction
of escorting the Japanese signatories during the surrender
ceremony at Government House, Rangocn.
(Republished with kind permission of "Illustrated.")
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THE LATE "10th" BATTALION (119 L.A.A. REGT. R.A.)
Any attempt at compiling the history of a Regiment
such as ours inevitably fall far short of a detailed, work, un
less time and material are almost unlimited
Here then, are simply the highlights in the Regiment's
career, no more; the rest is left to your imagination, that a
chance sentence or word here written can conjure up.
STARTED AS INFANTRY.
The Regiment has had a chequered career, starting life
in this war as the 50th Holding Battalion of the Royal West
Kent Regiment at Dover, it became, in 1940, the 10th Bat
talion of the Royal West Kent's, under the command of Lt.
Col. Pigou, and was recruited mainly from the South Eastern
part of England. At that period of its training, the thieat
of the German invasion of England loomed laage in all minds,
and the Battalion was chiefly concerned in the prepaiation of
manning of defence works along the South East coast.
In September, 1941, the Battalion started on its wander
ings, first
to Leaven, Yorks, then Beverley, Spurn Point, and
then being given the job of airfield defence at Driffield.
On the departure of Lt.Col. Pigou, the Battalion was
commanded by the second in command, Major Elliott, until
the arrival of Lt.Col. Craven in December, 1941.
CONVERTED TO L.A.A.
Two months later, in February 1942, a step was taken
which came as a, sad blow to the Infantrymen—the Battalion
received orders to convert to L.A.A. The enemy bomber menace
was growing and the expected invasion of the Continent pro
duced a need which was fulfilled by many Infantry battalions
throughout the country; though even that thought did not.
to the members of the Battalion, mitigate the severity of the
blow, and the 10th Battalion Royal West .Kent Regiment be
came the 119th Light AntiAircraft Regiment, Royal Artillery,
with three Batteries numbered 390, 391 and 392.
For this conversion, the Regiment went to Chester; 391
and 392 Batteries going to Saighton, and 390 to Conway.
The initial training over, the Regiment was sent to a
Practice Firing Camp in March and April, 1942.
Again the
Batteries were split up. 390 and 391 firing at Nethertown, and
392 at Cark. From here, East Anglia became the venue for a
period, the Batteries occupying Felixstowe, Southwold and
Lowestoft.
Following its stay on the East coast, the Regiment went
to Chatham for a month's Mobile Training, and then moved
north to Yorkshire, Wakefield and Barnsley following in quick
succession until in October 1942, semipermanent quarters for
the winter were found near Sheffield, R.H.Q. and 391 Battery
being accommodated at Whitley Hall, Cliapeltown, and the
two remaining Batteries at Stainborough Castle nearer
Barnsley.
ONLY ONE KIT.
By January, 1943, the Regiment had become Home Forces,
and as a consequence was sent for the first time to the Prac
tice Filing Camp at Clacton. Here Lt.Col. Craven left us >o
return to the R.W.K. Depot at Maidstone, and his place was
taken by Lt.Col. J. F. Young, who had been Commandant at
Stiffkey Firing Camp, and who was destined to lead the Regi
ment throughout the whole of its fighting
career
Our firing
at Clacton was disastrous, only one hit being
obtained on the target during the whole of our stay.
We were now attached to the 79th Armoured Division, and
on cur return from Clacton training continued on a much
more intensified scale, with the benefit of the Commanding
Officer's experience of L.A.A. at Firing Camps behind the drive.
Coupled with this also went exercises which would befit us for
working with an Armoured Division.
In February, 1943, the Regiment was given its first oppor
tunity of appearing in an operational role in Air Defence of
Great Britain, cr A.D.G.B. as it was commonly known. L.A.A.
was an urgent necessity round vulnerable areas and the coast,
and our first
venture was in the area of Rye, Folkestone and
Hythe. The German bombers were using this area as a front
door to London, so there was plenty of shooting,
Exercise Spartan was "in the air," and the Regiment con
centrated in Folkestone, waiting to take part. That exercise
gave us the first taste of what mobile warfare was likely to be,
and although in many respects it was a test of endurance, it
was voted by most of the Regiment to have been well worth
while, and almost enjoyable, even when one Troop mistook its
road and suddenly found itself with the leading truck in some
one's back garden.
MOBILISING.
Hard on the heels of Spartan came another trip to Clacton,

and then a change of station. After a short time at Wad
worth we moved into the Newcastle area, with the Batteries
again split up.
390 and 392 were at Hartford Bridge, R.H.Q.
was at Walton, whilst 391 was privileged to enjoy the hos
pitality of the district around Little Harle Towers. Here, too,
the Regiment really set about the business of mobilising for
war.
The "Q" staff worked day and night, with equipment
rolling in at all times and from all directions.
SIGN OF THE RED LION.
We had by now been transferred from the 79tli Armoured
Division to the Division which was later to earn the German
High Command's special attention—the 15th Scottish Infantry
Division, and we count it a proud day when we were first privi
leged to wear the Bonnet T.O.S., and the sign of the Red Lien.
This meant that part of our training had to be started
again. We had to readapt ourselves to work with an Infantry
Division, and for this purpose the Regiment was concentrated
in the Leeds area, at Bramham Camp, one of the few peiiods
in cur history when the Regiment was together as such.
If we thought that our previous training had been hard,
it now became infinitely more so. The Commanding Officer
was determined to build up the Regiment in preparation for
the Second Front into the finest L.A.A. Regiment in the British
Second Army, and where we had previously been "chastised
with whips," we were now "chastised with scorpions."
Our spells at A.D.G.B. had new become a quarterly affair,
and first
the Bournemouth area in the summer, and then the
London district round Chingford over the Christmas of 1943
followed.
Strangely enough, since our first
attempt in the
Folkestone area, we had never, in the course of these opera
tional duties, seen a German plane, much less had the chance
to shoot at one.
The Regiment had, up to now, consisted o'f three Batteries
of three Troops each, each Troop having six 40mm Bofors guns.
To it was now added three more Troops, this time with 20mm
Polstens, thus making it the largest Regiment in the Division.
ALL RECORDS BROKEN.
One further trip to Clacton in April of 1944 showed the
Regiment up to the peak of its training.
The unorthodox
methods employed had previously caused a good deal of con
cern at the Practice Camp, but this last effort more than justi
fied the unusual means, for in the short time at our disposal
at Clacton, the Regiment easily defeated all previous shooting
records the Camp had seen, and with several thousand rounds
to spare.
It was fitting that Clacton should witness this, for the
progress of the Regiment from the time it scored only one
hit there, till its last record breaking shoot, had been achieved
as a consequence of considerable hard work, and the prospect
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of some ruinfed careers, had failure and not success resulted
in the confounding of the critics.
Ih May, 1944, secret orders to move arrived—so secret that
even those who were leading the columns en route only knew
the destination a day at a tune. We knew one thing however,
that we were on our way to the Concentration Area in readi
ness for the Invasion, though even now our training was not
finished, and the Shoreham and Lancing districts still saw
us doing gun drill, learning how to load guns and vehicles,
wateip.ogling, ana ah the other essentials connected with the
landing in Prance. 
Finally came the day we were waiting for, as in the clear
evening we saw streams of gliders and bombers making their
way across the Channel, and we knew that the Second Front
was no longer just a project in someone's mind, but a hard
fact, arid we wondered when our turn would come, and what
sort of a reception we should get.
THE LONG TREK STARTS.
We were not long left in doubt. On Thursday, 15th June,
1944, we left our pleasant billets on the South Ooast and set
off on the journey which was eventually to finish in Germany
itself, and the sendoff we received going through Lonuon was
equal to the welcome we had on entering the li Derated coun
tries later on. Our transport and guns were slung aboard the
boats at Millwalland Tilbury on Friday, and in the evening
we dropped down river to Southend, where we picked up the
rest of the convoy.
We sighted France, with its forest of blockships, on Sun
day afternoon, and by the time evening arrived, had anchored
off the coast some 2 or 3 miles distant.
Our expectations of landing on the Monday morning were
not fulfilled. The storm which nearly wrecked the success
of the invasion rose during the night, and on the Monday
morning the sky was dull grey, the sea was heaving, and
disembarkation was Impossible. Five days we lay theie, toss
ing and pitching, surrounded by boats cf all sorts and'sizes,
from battleships te Duks, our ears blasted by the noise of the
heavy  guns from the cruisers and battleships, as they hurled
round after round on to their unseen targets inland.
.tfy Friday the sea had abated somewhat, and we even
tually set fQot on the "coast of France. Again the Regiment
had been split up, and it was not until the following day,
Saturday, 24th June, that the last Trccp landed and con
tacted its Battery at the harbour area.
FIRST ACTION.
The Division had arrived only just in time.
The first
action had been planned for June 26th, and it was one likely
to test the Division to the full. It was nothing less than to
push through to the River Odon, and having secured, cross,
ings, open the way for the armour to follow through.
This initial battle was a testing time for the Regiment
too. Employed primarily in an A.A. role, we were given a job
which proved to be the first of many such "odd jobs," the Regi
ment performed. A* party was detailed to go forward and find
a path through the minefields which were across the axis,
and preventing the Artillery from advancing to its positions.
The mineclearing party set out, and at one time found them
selves almost in front of the leading Infantry.
They were
spotted, sniped and mortared, and we lost one gunner killed
and some wounded, including Lt. L. W. Neate. For bravery in
rescuing Lt. Neate under fire, B5.M. Kemp received a Mention
in Despatches.
Our lessons had been learned well, not the least of them
being the necessity for "digging in." We realised quickly the
Importance of this, and gun pits and slit trenches became
first priority at any location, and it is surprising how quickly
slit trenches can be dug when shells and mortars are landing
in the vicinity.
This sector of Normandy will long be remembered in the
minds of us all; it was one long round of manning from dawn
tiH dusk. Even when the Division was at rest, the danger of
attack from the air was a source of concern, so that rest for
us at this time was just such another action. However, we did
not mind that as long as we were able to fulfil our task of
keeping, the enemy aircraft away from the area.
Granville, Evrecy, Cheux, Verson, are names we shall always
recall with wonder—wonder that We came out with as little
loss as we did, though the graves of those who were not so
fortqnate remain as a reminder of the part the Regiment played
in the sacrifice made.
THE BREAK OUT.
Preparations were now made for the break out cf the
armour from the bridgehead, and we heard with pride, though
with some misgivings that the Division had been booked for
the most important task of holding the "hinge" cn which the
pinccr movement was to swing.
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The place chosen for the pivot was Caumont, on the
American sector, ana we moved across to take over from the
Americans, wno treated us with ail the hospitality at tneir
command.
Again tne Division did well, anu we once more
founa ourselves in a "Scottisn Gorriuor" with the enemy on
three siaes.
Here, too, was nearly a catastrophe. One iuoop
 <w —i ..»w.vu
a an
inuden machine
gun nest, and the officer leading the column was Dauiy
Wounded, bexgt. Chanuier imniedxately toox command, and
his prompt action ana spiendid euort withdrew tne Troop and
was recognised Dy tne award of the Military Meual.
The ground was ta&en and held; Sept Vents and the cross
roads which was regularly snelled by Jerry; St.* Martin aes
iBesaces; Bois au Homme; Estry; places, of desolate ruin, shell
holes and slit trenches, and tne smell of death; ail came
passed, and as we neid on, ,the Americans Drome through and
the chase to close the gap at Falaise had started.
Our stay in this area round St. Martin des Besaces pro
duced an unexpected order. Reinforcements weie bauly needed
loi sue Infantry, whose losses generally had been heavy. At
one fell sweep we lost our 22mm Troops, and one aouixn Troop
from each Battery—a sad blow, for we had to say goodbye to
many o*a menus.
A short rest and we were off after the armour, up through
the "gap" and on to the Seine, over roads littered with dead,
man and beast, and the smouluering remains of vehicles,
where we saw only too well the result of the "killing ground."
CROSSING THE SEINE.
Again the Division had beep selected for a most important
task—an assault crossing of the River Seme.
For some time now, our air Superiority had been apparent,
and there was little, for us to do in the shape cf A.A. work.
As a consequence, it was decided to try out the Bofors as a
field piece or heavy machine gun. This had already been
attempted, but we had been loath to depart from our primary
roie. NOW, however, it was obvious that L/LA, had to justify
its retention, at least until sucn times as wie
attempted to regain air control. So we "had a go," and the
Seine crossing was the first real testing ground. One of the
two attempted assaults was covered by Bofors fire, and suc
ceeded beyond all expectations. It was something the enemy
haa not met before, and the machine gunnel's on the oppo
site bank who could have played such havoc with the cross
ing, were only too pleased to take to their trenches.
This
was the beginning of what wais to be known later as the
"Popper Pot," ana without which no major attack was started
Many defects were obvious of course, as the gun was never
intended to function in this way, but suggestions came from
all ranks, and each "ground shoot" brought its improvements.
The Regiment is proud to have been among the pioneers of
this type of shooting, and of the art to which it was later
brought.
"EXERCISE GALLOP."
The advance of the British Army continued, across
Northern France and Belgium, but here the Regiment had to
forego the pleasure of being in the forefront of the advance.
The "Gallop" was so fast that the Infantry could not nor
mally keep pace. All available transport had to be mobilised
to get the Infantrymen forward, so the Regiment went into
a harbour area near Amiens, and handed over, its lorries and
drivers to help in the mad rush. Some were a little more
fortunate, and were sent forward to help control the vast
amount of traffic on the roads. Of these, one lays claim to
have been the first man in the Division into Belgium and
thev welcome received was almost heartrending.
The memory of the canal bridgehead just beyond Gheel,
where the Division distinguished itself, and earned special
mention from the German Command, will last a long time.
There we saw the airborne armada on its way into Holland,
to Eindhoven, Nijmegen and Arnhem, and we quickly fol
lowed up the armoured push across that country.
Ground
shooting was now a regular affair, and the Regiment was con
stantly at work against Observation Posts (there are few
church towers left in the Best area), machine gun nests and
houses occupied by the enemy. One Troop even succeeded
in chasing some enemy along a road with shells, although the
gunners, until tliey knew, thought the officer directing the
shoot had gone mad.
By now, we were all sadly in need of a rest and overhaul
of equipment, so with the rest of the Division we retired to
Gemert, to prepare for the push towards Tilburg.
Again the L.A.A. provided the utility role. In the final
advance on the city, word was received that the enemy had
evacuated it. Since it was essential to get the Divisional Artil
lery forward, and at the same time take no chances, our Recce
Parties took the liberating Infantry patrols with them, to en
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counter the most vociferous welcome yet received.
We prepared to enjoy our liberation of Tilburg with a
few days' rest, but it was of short duration. The day follow
ing our arrival we were off again.
A counter attack had
developed in the ,'Moijel area, where the Americans were only
thinly spread, and was threatening Helmond and Eindhoven,
away we went to their assistance.
Mud was everywhere. Guns had to be winched even along
the tracks (marked as roads on the map) and every slit trench
and gun pit had to be built up, as the ground was so water
logged. We spent a couple of uncomfortable nights there,
not only because of the mud and rain, but because for a time
there was nothing between us and the enemy. We had to
hold the line till the Infantry arrived.
Some night aerial activity now commenced, and we were
able to get some shots at Junkers 88s, but our biggest efforts
were again the elimination of observation posts. It was a grim
affair, but gradually the enemy was pushed back, and 'we
closed on the Maas. The storming of Blerick was carried out
with the aid of our ground shooting, and was the means oi
winning Lieut. J. Cawley the Military Cross. Whilst directing
the Arc of his guns, shelling and mortaring severed communica
tions, so he stood out in the open under fire,
and gave ms
orders visually
NEW YEAR CELEBRATION.
That v/inter on the Maas was a dismal business. It was
bitterly cold, but we were not allowed to relax. Aerial activity
increased, and scarcely a day passed without getting a shot
in, for the enemy had produced his jet propelled fighter
bomber, the Me 262, and we were hard put to counter such
an unusual adversary. The New Year, however, shoivea that
we had not forgotten hew to hit targets. The enemy made
a determined attack on the airfields round about, and in the
ensuing battle, the Regiment claimed seven planes for certain
—one of the best; penoimances achieved in one day, and earn
ing a special word of praise from the Divisional Commanctei.
The attack from Nijmegen to clear the Siegfried De
fences and open the way into Germany started off with the
biggest "Pepper Pot" yet seen, and the ground was littered
with empty cartridge cases.
Our battles with the Mc 262s continued until, having
reached Cleves and Goch, we were withdrawn with the Divi
sion, for a. rest at Tilburg, where we enjoyed the long awaited
reception which the citizens had saved lor us. Nothing was
too good, and the friends we made there will remain oui
friends as long as we are able to remember.
WALLS OP TRACER.
The Rhine crossing, again the Division had pride of place,
was prepared by "Pepper Pots" and directional fire,
ana the
Regiment, received its first
"write up" m tne Press, tnough
a very small one it was. Ours were tne "walls of white
tracer" which guided the Buffaloes to the far bank of the river;
a simple sounding operation, but one which required consider
able accuracy if we were not to hit cur own men. The opera
tion was entirely successful, and another "oad joo' was uaacd
to the Regiment's list.
Celie was soon left behind and Ueizen was reached, and
an indication of the state cf accuracy which we hau now
achieved in ground shooting at unseen targets mignt well
be included here. Fire was oemg directed by wireiess from
an Air Observation Plane on to Ueizen, and the phot gave us
corrections of 5 yards with the gun firing
at over 4,000 yards
range.
t ;
The first
big water barrier to be assailed by the Division,
was a fitting
climax to the Regiment's role. Every gun was
positioned somewhere along the bank of the Elbe, and diiected
fire at targets cn the far side. In the Lauenburg area, one
task in particular was unusual. We were given the job of
SAVING a bridge on the other side, NOT DESTROYING it, so
that the Commando Brigade could get across the canal there.
It was feared that the enemy might attempt to blow up the
bridge, and we had to spray the vicinity with shells in order
to make this impossible. We succeeded and earned a specif
commendation from the Commander of the Commandos.
By the time the news of the final surrender came through,
we were at Hammoor and Bargteheide, and we spent V.E
day there.
Insignificant .little villages, but names we shall
always associate with the end of the war in Germany.
WHENCE WE CAME.
Our fighting
tasks had finished, tout
our job was not yet
over. As occupational troops, we no longer needed our guns,
and with regret v/e packed them up and sent them away; they
had served us well. Thus we returned whence we had started,
for we had become in effect an Infantry Regiment agaiin, but
wc can always remember with pride that v/e belonged to a
good Regiment and a good Division.
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Captain P. Flood, M.B.E., M.G., writes that he is now
Superintendent of Mr. Pegan's Homes, The Orphanage, Stony
Stratford. Bucks, and would welcome a visit from any member
of The Queen's Own.
Allied Commission,
Region P.. C.M.F..
11th June, 1945.
To the Editor, The Queen's Own Gazette,
Deal' Sir,—During November, 1944, I was "Military
Governor" of part of the province of Arezzo in Tuscany, and
was invited by the Sindaco (or Mayor) of Monte San Savino
to attend a ceremony at a little country cemetery to the south
of the small town. When I visited the graves, I* was surprised
to find
that all but three of them were of members of the
Regiment, and were the result of an action fought by the
1st Bn. during July. 1944.
The Italians, whose ceremony was simple, but sincere, had
prepared the cemetery with considerable care in an attractive
setting on the edge of an orchard.
They had surrounded it by a little brick wall and the
graves were covered with flowers
and bore Allied flags.
Standing in the mild sunlight of that Italian hillside ray
thoughts went to the slopes round Maidstone, where I had
trained with some of the men who lay buried in that corner
of Tuscany.
Yours sincerely.
D. G. A. SANDERS.

4
Correspondents are again reminded that all contributions
for The Queen's Own Gazette must reach the Editor by the
20th of t h e preceding m o n t h a t t h e latest. If it is desired t o
reproduce photographs, sketches, etc., they should be sent in
earlier in order to allow time for the necessary illustrations
to be made.

ANY NEWS OF PTE. WARREN.
No. 6348014 Pte. Warren, ' L. S., serving with the 1st
Battalion The Q.O.R.W.K. Regt., was reported "missing" after
an attack, Cassion, on the 14th May, 1944.
If any reader has any information regarding Pte. Warren
which might be of interest to his family, will they kindly
communicate with his sister; Mrs. G. Margery. 67, Green
Lane, Chislehurst, Kent.

2nd BATTALION THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT
Rear row: Sgt. Sodeau, Sgt. Parker. Sgt. Wilkins, Sgt. Harris, Sgt. Agar, Sgt. Leach. Sgt. Burtenshaw, Sgt. Ramsey.
3rd row: Sgt. Milne. L/Sgt. Tappenden, Sgt. Hampson, Sgt. Seager. Sgt. Norman, L/Sgt. Scott, Sgt. Whitlock, Sgt Cooper.
L/Sgt. De Brie, Sgt. Morris, Sgt. Clarke. Sgt. Hills.
2nd row: Sgt. Haigh, Sgt. Lawrence, Sgt. Van Nooyen, Sgt. Ansell. Sgt. Diffcy, C.Q.M.S. Field. Sgt. Ellison C.Q.M.S Shaw
B.E.M., C.Q.M.S Wenham, Sgt. Eves, Sgt. Boulter, Sgt. O'Sullivan, Sgt. Widdows.
Front row: C.Q.M.S. Williams, C.S.M. Martell, C.S.M. Dunton, C.S.M. Hackman, Lt.Colonel D. E. B. Talbot. D.S.O. MC
R.S.M. Pratt. General Sir Charles BonhamCarter, G.C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O., R.Q.M.S Dumbrell. Capt. D. H St Croix'
C.S.M. Roberts, M.M., C.S.M. Booth, C.S.M. Cowlard, C.Q.M.S. BoothChamberlain
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By A Military Observer.
It was no comfort to find, at the very place we finally
LOCAL PRIVATE WAS "TRIGGER HAPPY/'
^elected, two water buffaloes naving difficulty with the
Trig Company Commander and SergeantMajor told Pte.
current.
. ,,
Charles Golding he, was "Trigger Happy." It was a mild
"First we sent our two strongest swimmers across, fully
reproof. On sentry duty with a Bren gun when a battalion
armed and carrying also two long bamboo poles lashed
of the Royal West Kents spent a night in Toungoo, during
together with a rifle pullthrough cord. This time we stowea
the advance on Rangoon, Pte. Golding fired
a burst at a
all our small valuables in our bush hats, pushing out the
dark shape in the bushes.
crowns and fastening the chinstraps tight. Our nonswimmers
The shape had neither moved nor made a sound. So
then began to cross — gingerly, grasping the poles, and
the Company Commander and SergeantMajor said Golding
with our two swimmers helping them. It was an anxious
was "Trigger Happy." Golding, of 34, Mansfield Street,
business, but we made it. And still our valuables and weapons
Hackney Road, London, was a "rookie" they said. He had
were dry.
.
. , ^
not seen much active service.
"This brought us to our last lap. Sitting soaked to the
But in the morning he produced good defensive evidence
skin for a few minutes we smoked our preserved cigarettes,
— two bodies out in the bushes. One was a Japanese officer
and then crossed the remaining flooded fields
like seasoned
with belted sword. The other dead Japanese had three bullet
water babies. Once inside our own perimeter we found
holes straight through an ear.
\ thricewelcome hot tea, and then hot baths; our baths are
cutdown petrol drums — but to us, the height of luxury.
DURHAM SERGEANT IN JAPANESE AMBUSH.
One more job to be done before complete, relaxation —
If L/Sgt. E. Hutchinson, of 130, High Hope Street, Crook,
weapons to clean and clothes to .be washed. And ironically
Durham, ever feels a cold shiver run up his spine in his
enough we washed our clothes in the very chaung that
dreams, he may trace it to a just cause.
caused us most trouble."
He was leading a section of the Royal West Kents in
ROYAL WEST KENTS IN THE DRIVE ON RANGOON.
the advance towards Rangoon through verv thick jungle, and
A stretchenbearer, a company storeman, as well as
suddenly emerged at a track junction. He was face to face
"rookies"
still counting their active service in months, are
with five Japanese standing eight yards away!
among men of the Royal West Kents who can claim Japanese
"They just .stared, openmouthed," he said. "They
killed, and souvenir trophies won, in their battalion's share
seemed so bewildered, they never lifted a weapon. I turned
of the advance on Rangoon.
round and tried to walk out as calmly as I had got there.
They began to show their mettle soon after crossing the
Cold shivers ran through me.
Irrawaddy in March and moving up to Taungtha, where
"L/Cpl. Such, of 207. Silver Street, Edmonton, London,
they took over from a battalion of another division. They
N.18, was coming to join me..but he saw the Japanese over
fought there while the division concentrated behind them,
my shoulder. We both got out without a Japanese shot being
and then, with a brigade of 7 Division, helped to clear up
fired. It was our lucky day. We had walked into the middle
that area, working for the first time with tanks.
of a Jananese ambush — laid to trap much bigger fry than
The battalion led the division down the road to Moik
two Tommies — and we had walked straight out of it again."'
tila, having to deal only with scattered mines in the 40
CAERNARVON CORPORAL'S 12 JAPANESE.
miles drive. There they reorganised for the final
push to
Eleven of the twelve Japanese killed In Burma and
Rangoon, and for a while thereafter their pace was slower.
Assam by Cpl. Walter Williams, of 18, Williams Street, Caer
Next came a day's run of 60 miles to Toungoo. The
narvon North Wales, joined their ancestors in one day —
battalion entered late in the evening. They had been informed
at Kohima. The twelfth had to wait.
that the town was occupied by our troops and clear. But
Cpl. Williams — a plumber in peace years — commands
company reconnaisance which went in found it neither
an allWelsh section in a battalion of an English Regiment
occupied nor clear. The men spent hours of darkness dig
— the Royal West Kents. When thev gossip in their native
ging hard.
tongue at nights their English colleagues joke that it is
One night, at another stop, a Japanese soldier slept
Japanese thev can hear. They are L/Cpl. Thomas Thomas,
undetected beneath a hut near battalion headquarters. He
of Trawsfyndd: L/Cpl. Gwyndar Pierce, of Pwllheli: Pte. Bill
crawled away to escape in the early morning, but was shot
Williams, of Llanwyddl, Mont.; and Pte. T. E. Coilier, of
by a stretcherbearer on his way out. He had hidden himself
Rhilob'na. Cardiff. Once in the section, but now home, is
very cleverly. After that there were careful searches under
Pte. William Henry Williams, of Mancd Road, Ffestinog.
huts.
Cpl. Williams and Pierce trudged for threequarters of
A few days later, at Pyu, "B" Company captured a
an hour through jungle near Fort White to investigate an
Japanese 47mm gun Intact, and the same dcv "C" Ccrrr^,v.
enemy position, and came upon a hill feature in the middle
helped by the gunners, destroyed two 3.7in. antiaircraft
of a clearing. Jananese were lounging around their bunkers;
guns, another 47 mm., and two 75 mm. guns, all of which
some were grooming mules. Uns°en, Williams and Pierce
had been well dug in. The battalion then followed anther
returned to their lines with the information, but they
division until they arrived in the Pegu area. They moved
returned to see the result of an air strike put doWn on the
up through some of the thickest jungle they had met, and
hill. All the mules were gone. A solitary Japanese remained
on the second day, about midnight, a heavy Japanese attack
standing outside his position. Cpl. Williams shot him as he
was put in on two companies and tactical headquarters.
stood, and winked to Pierce, "One more for Wales." It was
The enemy penetrated to within ten yards of the com
the round dozen. .
mand post and it was only through the skill and courage
SWANLEY SERGEANT'S PATROLLING THRILLS.
of those there, and the accurate fire of the mortars at 60
rv""a nwnv
yards range, that the Japanese were driven b°ck.
P°<rt.
 Patrolling In the Japanese war hr<"*rs
William Hayman, of 5. Formby Terrace, North Hall'ng,
unexpected trials. Sergt. Raymond Wells, of Bower Road,
. Rochester, Kent, coolly directed the mortars. He brought a
Hextable. Swanley. Kent, who is serving with a battalion
devastating barrage down on a feature frrm which one latoon
of the Royal West Kents. writes of one in which he and the
had been forced to withdraw. Sergt. Jack Ellis, of 23, Mosul
12 men he was leading were less in danger of Japanese
Way, Bromley Common, Kent, was seen firing his Bren gun
bullets than of drowning.
from the hip to stem the advancing enemy, when they were
"We had orders." he writes, "to cover a route bounded
by two chaungs and paddy fields, to make sure the Japanese
trying to get into position for a charge on the command
post. The attack was, la the end, completely defeated. Next
were not there. But in our path — and not marked on the
dawn 38 Japanese dead lay in and around the battalion's
mao — we came upon another chaung swol'en with monsoon'
position. The escaping Japanese left beh'nd six officers'
rains. Having transferred our precious cigarettes from, our
swords, three light machine guns, several grenade dischargers
pockets to our more protective ammunition pouches, yre
prepared to cross, the first man prodding for depth with a
and other equipment.
Another time in this area a platoon was ordered to clear
bamboo pole.
30 Japanese from a chaung, and had to cross 300 yards of
"In the middle the current begins to clutch: several
open paddy fields before making the attack. They had the
men stumble. We are a queer procession, holding our
closest possible air cover, for. as the platoon brcke cover in
weanons high in the air. Suddenlv one of the men vanishes.
line, two Spitfires came in and strafed the enemy. The planes
Our first man across leans and grabs him and hauls him to
dived from behind the advancing line1 and fired
over their
safety. We are all very wet — but our faes are dry!
heads into the chaung. When the platoon reached a railway
"Deep water covered the paddy fields. Sometimes I could
embankment near the chaung they formed up and made a
see only a man's head above the surface. No tracks, of
bayonet charge. The enemy panicked and fled,
leaving
course. Our eyes were set on distant landmarks. We plunged
on, but at length reached an even more formidable chaung.
weapons, packs,, helmets, and 11 of their number dead.
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NOTICES

THE GERMAN PLAN FOR THE INVASION
OF BRITAIN.
Documents discovered among the achives.of the German
General Staff in Berlin have revealed the enemy's plans for the
invasion of Britain in the Autumn of 1940. The first warning
orders for this operation were issued in midAugust, about a
month after the fall of France, and it was then stated that a
further order for its actual execution would follow later; but
this order was. in fact never given, and the invasion never took
place.
The forces allotted for the operations numbered 23$ first
line divisions with 17 more in reserve; assuming these to be all
at full strength, as they doubtless would have been, and adding
the usual proportion of corps and army troops, this would
represent a strength of about a third of a million men for
the first line forces and a quarter of a million for the reserve
—say 600,000 in all. Of the 22 first line divisions, 14 were
infantry, 6 armoured, and 2 motorised; in addition, there were,
1$ airborne divisions, which were to carry out a special
operation of their own.
The first line force was to be divided into three armies.
The 9th Army on the right, starting, from bases on the Belgian
and French coast, at Ostend, Dunkirk and Calais, was TO land
in Kent and Sussex between Margate and Hastings. In conjunc
tion with its operations, an airborne landing was to be made
north of Romney Marshes. The 16th Army in the centre was
to start from the stretch of French coast between Dieppe and
Havre, with the British seaboard between Brighton and Ports
mouth as its objective, and two airborne landings in conjunc
tion with it were to be made on the South Downs. Hie 6th
Army on the left was to start from the CaenCherbourg area
and to effect a landing in the vicinity of Bournemouth and
Weymouth.
The plan of operations after the securing of the beach
heads was to link up the forward troops of the three armies
on a general front from the north bank of the Thames estuary
about Tilbury across to Gravesend, thence along' the rifge of.
the North Downs southwestwards to Caterham and westwards
to Aldershot and thence southwards to the coast about Ports
mouth. The 9th Army was then to advance northwards into
East Anglia as far as the Colchester area, and the 16th Army
into the East Midlands, pinching out London between them,
while the 6th Army pushed up to the estuary of the Severn.
From that line mobile forces were to push further northwards
into the. Midlands towards Birmingham and the industrial
areas of Lancashire and Yorkshire.
This German force allotted for the invasion of Britain was
about the same strength as that used by the Allies later for
the invasion of Normandy, though in the latter case the reserves
were larger. On the other hand the forces which Britain had
available for defence were pitifully weak. General McNaughton,
in command of the 7th Corps, had under him our only com
pletely organised and armed formations—the 1st Canadian
Division, part of the 2nd Canadian Division, and certain British
units; there were a few Regular troops and Home Guards man
ning the beach coastal defences, and that was all. The total
strength of these forces was probably under rather than over
50,000 men so that the defence would have been outnumbered
by over five to one by the German first line armies alone, and
by more than ten to one when the German reserves were
thrown in.
Our plan of defence was for the coastal garrisons to resist
as long as possible, making use of such various secret and
surprise devices as were available to inflict the maximum losses
upon the enemy. When the inevitable penetration Inland took
place, the Canadian troops and others available were to
 be thrown in for a counteroffensive in the area of the North
Downs; but the final result of this battle could hardly be in
doubt, in view of the crippling disparity between their numbers
and those of the enemy.
As far as could be foreseen at the time, therefore, the
German invasion of 1940, had it been launched, would have
been as certain of ultimate success as any operation of war
could well be. Heavy losses might have been suffered; but
certainly not as heavy as those subsequently incurred in the
invasion of Russia in the year 1941 alone. Why the enemy
never undertook it, despite the tremendous odds in its favour,
of which .he must have had a reasonably accurate idea, still
remains a mystery. It is probable that his failure to do so
was the most fateful of all the many blunders which lost him
the war, for with Britain conquered and helpless, Russia could
hardly have survived the subsequent attack on her, and America
would have been deprived of her only possible forward base
from which the reconquest of Europe could have been effected.
It was the most perilous hour of all our history, and one which
we must never allow to recur.

5th BATTALION REUNION AND DINNER.
A Reunion and Dinner will be held on Friday, January
4th, 1946, at the White Hart Hotel, Bromley. All who have
served in the Battalion at any time sines Sept., 1939, are
invited.
Accommodation is limited, unfortunately.
Tickets (7/6) can be obtained from Major E. G. Young,
M.C., 11, Chislehurst Road, Bickley, and Major P. E. R.
Shaw, 39, Westmoreland Road, Bromley.
"B" COMPANY, 5th BATTALION — MONTHLY MEETING.
Exmembers of "B" Company, 5th Battalion ara holding
monthly informal meetings at the Fellowship Inn. Belling
ham, S.E., on the first Saturday of the month, at 8 o'clock.
Anyone who served with Major E. G. Young, M.C., or Major
P. D. Stocker, M.C., should send his address to Mr. L. Clarke,
62, Summerfleld Road, Lee, S.E.12, who will keep tham
informed of our activities.
We already have a large number of addresses, but there
are still many who we anve lost touch with. If you can
help us to trace the missing ones, we shall be very grateful.

CORRESPONDENCE
OLD COMRADES — LONDON BRANCH.
The Queen's Own R.W.K. tcegt.,
Old Comrades' Association,
London Branch,
13th November, 1945.
To the Editor, The Queen's Own Gazette,
Dear sor,—Leaflets received, many thanks for same.
I beg to inform you that from the 10th of November, 1945,
our address for holding our Monthly Meetings, which take
place on the last Friday of each month, at 7.30 p.m„ will be
Chevrons Club, 2325, Rutland Gate, S.W.7. (near Knights
bridge).
Yours faithfully,
W. SNELL,
Hon. Sec. and Treas.
3, Malta Road,
Leyton, E.10.
WIMBLEDON PRIVATE HAS THREE RISING SUNS.
After only 16 months' military service, Pte. H. Feist, of
107, Faraday Road, Wimbledon, London, S.W.19, collected
from the enemy three Japanese flags and a light machine
gun. The gun was an unexpected prize. Pte. Feist's section
— part of a Royal Kents Battalion advancing towards Ran
goon — was ordered to search out and kill four Japanese
who were reported by Burmese villagers to be resting in a
chaung.
They found the chaung and the Japanese — but there
were 12 of them, not four, and all were asleep.
"We opened up at once," said 'Pte. Feist,, "and killed
three before they could rise. The rest lost their heads, and
ran across the open paddy fields in panic. We accounted for
five more as they ran. Our booty was a Bren gun — one
of those lost in our 1942 retreat from Burma. The Japanese
had been using it, but this time they were not quick enough
on the draw."
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WHAT'S IN A NAME?
Many Servicemen in the Middle East have echoed
Shakespeare's question: "What's in a name?"
Why give Naafi roadhouses and clubs such names as
"Noah's Ark." "The Ship," "The Two Bees," "The Last
Piastre" . . .? Why not just call them "The Naafi" and have
done with it?
Well, there is a good deal in this swinging sign move
ment. Naafi didn't start it. The merchants and innkeepers
down the centuries in Merrie England began it all. It is a
traditional English custom which has lost none of its flavour
with the passing of time; and wherever men have found
themselves exiled overseas — they have taken it with them.
It is a touch of home. It is a guarantee of happy hours
and good company. Naafi welcomed the idea, particularly in
the Middle East, because it gave a warm friendliness to a
building very often situated in bleak and inhospitable
country.
There are something like eighty of these swinging signs
outside Naafi roadhouses and clubs dotted about the Middle
East. They have become popular landmarks. Usually they
have a name peculiar to their location.
There is "The Ladybird" at Tobruk, named after the
gallant river gunboat which ran guns and ammunition to
the town when it was besieged. She lies halfsubmerged in
the harbour opposite the club.
There are the "Wavell Arms" at Benghazi, the "Derna
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Dive," the "Holiday Inn" at Timsah. the "Allenby Arms"
at Jerusalem, the "Morse Tap" at a Signal Depot in Cyprus,
and the "Pending Python" (heralding the leave to come) at
Tripoli.
A Naafi manager serving with the British Army of
Occupation of the Rhine has carried the idea right across
Europe. To date he has opened seven widely separated "White
Horse Inns" — inspired either by the musical comedy of
that name or by his favourite pub in Blighty.
The idea born in the Middle East and now adopted in
all parts of the world where Naafi canteens and clubs operate
has become a distinct milestone in canteen history. If any
of these swingingsigns should be dismantled as our far
scattered Armies return home, could there not be some
means of preserving the best of them for innsign historians
and posterity in general to study?
When our Armies come home again and take their
places once again in the quiet corners of "The Black Horse"
and "The Rose and Crown," somebody is sure to say:
"remember the old Noah's Ark at Daaba?" or "Ever get to
the Olive Tree in Jerusalem, chum?"
We shall look at the speaker, and forget the rain and
the wind howling outside, or the fact that we shall get wet
to the skin going home. At the mention of some Naafi road
house, we shall be drawn into stories of the "good old days."
Well, "they weren't so bad, after all . . ."

Battalion at the Japanese Surrender

Ceremony, Government House, Rangoon.

MAJOR T. C. COATH, MAJOR R. J. WEBSTER. CAPTAIN M.
[With

kind

F. WEBB
permission

of

"Illustrated."]
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LAUREL'S TO THE VICTOR

THE Greeks presented a crown of olives to the victor in
the Pythian games. The Romans gave the victorious general
a triumph and donned him with a purple toga wreathed
in bays . . . .
The endeavour today is to typify the " laurels " in some more
permanent form — a sword of honour, a casket or a piece of
fine plate . . . .
And those charged with the responsibility for selection should
see to it that both design and craftsmanship make the token
worthy of the recipient, the occasion and the future. . . .
For every worthy presentation calls for the exercise of the
craft of the goldsmith or silversmith working once again on
the tasks in which they take delight.

GOLDSMITHS &SILVERSMITHS
COMPANY ITD.
112. REGENT STREET.

ONLY ONE
ADDRESS

LONDON  W.l.

'

TELEPHONE
REG. 3021
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THE QUEEN'S OWN PAST & PRESENT ASSOCIATION
OBITUARY.
We regret to announce the death' of a very old exmember
of the Regiment, John Patrlc (Jack) Sheen, after a long
Illness. Jack, who enlisted into the 1st Battalion in the early
1890s, served in the Punjaub Frontier Campaign, 189798, tne
South African War, 18991902, and in the 191418 war. He
was a member of the Deptford Branch of the Past and Present
Association, and until his last illness was a regular attendant
at all meetings.
„
.
His funeral took place at Shooters' Hill Cemetery, on
Tuesday Nov 20th. A wreath inscribed "From his Comrades
of the Past and Present Association of The Queen"s Own
Royal West Kent Reg'ment" was laid on his grave, and present,
representing the Association, were Messrs. R. J. Prothy, Q.
(Mike) Stone and Paddy Doyle.
The .passing of Jack Sheen recalls an incident whicn
took place during the 189798 Campa'gn. An incident talked
about in every Mess , Canteen and barrack room of tne
Regiment for many years. How many of our readers will
remember it I wonder. "The Bringing Back of the Body
of Lieut. BrownClayton." Lieut. BrownClayton was in charge
of a Sangar, which, fiercely attacked by the tribesmen, was
for a time cut off from the remainder of the Battalion. A
party, under the command of Major (afterwards MajorGeneral)
Western and Captain (now Brigadier) Rodney Style, advanced
to within hailing distance of the Sangar, and getting no
reply, nor seeing any signs of the defenders, it became clear
that they were either all killed or wounded. Volunteers were
called for to rush the position, and bring back the defenders
dead or alive. Sheen was one of the halfadozen wno,
under heavy fire, reached the Sangar, to find only the body
of Lieut. BrownClayton, which they managed to get hack.
When the party reached the bottom of the hill. Sheen col
lapsed — exhausted, and Pte. G. (Mike) Stone bad the
additional job of carrying him back to Battalion Headquarters.
Mike Stone, who is a member of the Deptford Branch was
present to see his old pal J&ck Sheen laid to rest. We shell
miss you at our meetings, Jack. R.I.P. Comrade.
We also regret to announce the death of another old
comrade of the Regiment, Geo. T. Caley, who died in the
Star and Garter Hostel, Richmond, where he was an inmate
for some years. Caley, who served for 12 years in the Royal
Marines, transferred to The Queen's Own on reengagement
and joined the 1st Battalion at Bordon in 1912. He left
Dublin with the 1st for France in 1914, and served with them
until he was badly wounded when blown up by a shell
bursting near him. For years he was completely helpless, but
throughout was a cheerful and patient soul. To you also we
PD>
say R.I.P. Comrade.
CHATHAM BRANCH, PAST AND PRESENT ASSOCIATION.
After over six years, Chatham Branch of the Past and
Present Association has resumed its activities, and begs to
stake its place in the "Buster" once again.
The first
postwar meeting of the Branch was held on
Monday, 5th November, 1945, when "Joe" Wright took the
chair.
The attendance was good, and in general was representa
tive of most Battalions and Units. Everyone regretted the
absence of our President/ Major Brothers, who, due to
business away from the district, was unable to he present.
We were very pleased to see a few serving members present,
some who have recently been demobbed, and some who have
languished in a number of Hitler's Stalags.
Joe opened the meeting by reading the minutes of the
last meeting (a special meeting called two years ago to
welcome home repatriated prisoners of war). From this he
proceeded to the election of Branch Officers, and explained
that it was the express wish of the older members that the
younger element should be given a chance to show their
worth. It was, however, unanimously agreed that Major
Brothers should continue as our President.
Your correspondent (Mr. Cyril Payne — Piggy Payne,
exlst Battalion, 193037 and 193940) was elected Chairman.
I regret that the names of further Officers elected are not
available at the time of writing. These I should have obtained
at the conclusion of the meeting, but, due to "Joe" teaching
us how to sell the pig (and buy the beer) I failed to obtain
them. I will endeavour to forward them next month.
Following the election of Officers, Joe went on to explain
the objects of the Association, and expressed the hope that
the Branch would flourish,
and that those present would

bring along all who they knew who were eligible for mem
bership. He explained that membership was open to all wno
had had the honour of wearing the cap badge of The Queen s
Own. Individual members of the Home Guard who cared
to join would be welcomed.
_
Our Branch's traditional home, the Drill Hall, Boundary
Road, Chatham, is now the H.Q. of the 1st Battalion Army
Cadet Force, Royal Engineers, and the wish .was expressed
that Lt.Colonel Millar, the C.O. of the Cadet Battalion, should
be thanked for allowing us the use of his Officers' Mess for
the evening. He has granted us permission to use the Mess
once a month, i.e., the first Monday in each month, at 7 p.m.
Will all Intending members, those recently demobbed, and
those about to receive the order of the "Tcpper," note the
day? We shall be pleased to see them.
To all members of The Queen's Own, and to all otner
Branches of the Past and Present Association we send our
best wishes.
*
^
CYRIL PAYNE.
DEPTFORD AND DISTRICT BRANCH.
Monthly meetings, of the Branch have been held as usual,
but the highlights of them all was reached at our October
meeting, when Gravesend and Bromley Branches paid us a
visit. What a night it was! Talk about an invasion! The good
folk of High Street, Deptford, rubbed their eyes when they
saw the coaches roll up to the Brown Bear, and the regular
customers of the Bear had to take a back seat, for when
Gravesend, Bromley and Deptford took possession, there was
precious little room left for anyone else. However, taking pity
on them we adjourned to our meeting room upstairs, which
our hostess Mrs. E. Gould, had kindly prepared for us.
Many old friendships were renewed, and many experiences
gone through again as comrades who had not met for years
— some of them not since 191418 — got together again. It
was indeed a reunion in miniature.
As will be seen elsewhere in this issue, we have lost
an old and valued member in the passing of Jack Sheen. The
ranks of the old 'uns are gradually thining. For this reason
we are anxiously looking to the younger generation to come
forward to fill up the gaps in the ranks. It is pleasing to
be able to report that three of the 193945 boys came along
to our last meeting to join up with us — and have promised
to bring more along! That's how we want it! To comrades
of all Branches and members and exmembers of the Regi
ment wherever they may be, Deptford send their compliments
of the season. Cheerio all.
PADDY DOYLE.
LONDON BRANCH, PAST AND PRESENT ASSOCIATION
All members are requested to note our new address for
further Branch Meetings:
The Chevrons Club,
23, Rutland Gate,
Nr. Knightsbridge.
Meetings will take place at 7.30 p.m., on the last Friday
of each month.
There is nothing of importance to announce this montn,
but it is hoped that our membership will rapidly increase
as members of the Regiment get discharged.
Our doors are always open, and a hearty weloome is
extended to any member of the Regiment and to any Old
Comrades from other Branches.
W. COLE.
SHORNCL'IFFE DISTRICT BRANCH.
The above Branch of the Past and Present Association
held a meeting on Wednesday, 21/11/45, at 8 p.m., at
The Buffs Drill Hall, Shellons Street, Folkestone. This was
the first meeting since March, 1939.
The chair was taken by Major E. Tuff, D.L., J.P., and a
very pleasant evening was spent. The attendance of members
was a little disappointing, probably due to adverse weather
conditions which prevailed.
It was proposed and seconded that the Branch hold their
next meeting on the third Wednesday in February, 1946.
The Branch welcomes any member of the Regiment to
attend any of the meetings.
Christmas greetings to all 'Branches of the Past and
Present Association, and to the various Battalions of ahe
Regiment, also the Depot.
J. HAYLEY, M.C., D.C.M., Hon. Secretary.
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and Cadets.
RETIRED PAY AMD PENSIONS
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FARMER & BROWN ALES

34 SACKV1LLE ST., LONDON

KENTISH CYDER

AND

32 MOLESWORTH ST., DUBLIN

Wines, Spirits & Mineral Waters of the;
Specially Appointed to the
1st and 2nd Battalions The
Queen s Own Royal West
. Kent Regiment .

choicest brand.

j

I

Price List on Application. All goods delivered, j
'Phone Maidstone 3090

Also holds special appointments to many other Regiments,
and is extensively patronised by Officers in every branch
of His Majesty's Service, both at home and abroad.

22, WEEK STREET,
MAIDSTONE

I
|

ROYAL STAR HOTEL
KING'S HALL BALLROOM
MAIDSTONE
®

NIGHTLY
(Sunday excepted)
7 p.m. to 10.30 p.m.
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