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HOME COUNTIES AREA.
"Quo Fas et Gloria Ducunt."
BATTLE HONOURS BORNE ON THE REGIMENTAL COLOUR :
The Sphinx, superscribed "Egypt."
"Vlmiera" "Oorunna." "Almaraz," "Vlttoria." "Pyrenees." "Nive."
"Orthes,"
"Peninsula."
"Punnlar."
"Moodkee.;;
"Ferozeshah" "Aliwal," "Sobraon," "Alma." "Inkerman," "Sevastopol." "Lucknow," "New Zealand." "Egypt, 1882,
"Nile, 188485," "South Africa, 190002," Afghanistan, 1919."

"Mons"

"Ypres, 1914,

'15,

BATTLE HONOURS BORNE ON THE KING'S COLOUR :
'17, '18,"Hill 60," "Somme, 1916. '18," "Vimy, 1917," "Italy, 1917, '18," "Gallipoll, 1915."
" Gaza," " Defence of Kut Al Almara," "Sharqat."

THE GREAT WAR BATTLE HONOURS—18 BATTALIONS :
"Mons" "Le Cateau," "Retreat from Mons," "Marne. 1914," "Aisne, 1914," "La Bassee
1914." Messines, 1914,
IT
"Ynres 1914 '15 '17 18," "Hill 60," "Gravenstavel." "St. Julien,"
"Frezenberg,'
Loos,
'Somme,
1916.
IK
"Albert 1916* '18," "Bazentin," "Delvllle Wood," "Pozieres," "Guillemont,"
"FlersOourcelette,"
"Morval," ^"Thlepval, _
"Le Transloy " "Ancre Heights," "Ancre, 1916. '18," Arras,"1917,
'18,"
"Vimy,
1917,"
"Scarpe,
1917.
"Pilckem " "Langemarck, 1917," "Menin Road." "Polygon Wood." "Broodseinde." "Passchendaele,
Cambrai. 1917 18
"St! Quentin." "losieres." "Avre," Villers Bretonneux." "Lys," "Hazebrouck." "Kemmel " "Am ens," ' Bapaume
1918,;;
"HindenburK
Line"
"Epehy,"
"Canal
du
Nord," "St.
Quentin
Canal,"
"Courtral,
Selle,
Sambre,_
"France and Flanders, 191418," "Italy. 1917, T8." "Suvla," "Landing at Suvla." "Scimitar Hill," 'Gallipoll
1915
"Rummi"
"Egypt
191516,"
"Gaza,"
"El Mughar," "Jerusalem," "Jericho," 'Tell Asur,
Palestine, 1917, 18
"Defence of Kut Al Amara," "Sharqat," "Mesopotamia, 191518."

TE^itorial
The following telegram was received in answer to one
of loyal greetings, forwarded on behalf of all ranks of the
Regiment, to our ColonelinChief on the occasion of her
birthday: —
"I AM DESIRED BY DUCHESS OF KENT TO
ASK YOU TO CONVEY TO ALL RANKS OF THE
QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT
HER SINCERE THANKS FOR
THEIR
KIND
MESSAGE WHICH HER ROYAL HIGHNESS HAS
GREATLY APPRECIATED."
We are indebted to the Editor of " The Eagle " for
his permission to publish "Life in a Nigerian Viillage "
which appears in this issue; also to the Editor, " Sprig of
Shillelagh," for authority to republish "The Horse is
the Best Friend of Man, or is He ?
and to the Editor of
the Army Quarterly, and Major R. C. W. Thomas, O.B.E.,
for authority to republish " The Soldier and His Budget."
We oiler our congratulations to Brigadier Rome, D.s.o.,
on his recent award of the C.B.E. We also congratulate
Lieutenant J. M. Johnson and Sergeant Atkins on being
Mentioned in Despatches in the New Year's Honours List.
We are pleased to say that in answer to our appeal,
we are receiving a little more news about officers who are
serving away from the Regiment, but, like Oliver Twist,
we still want more, so please do let us have information
about yourself and anyone else, for our Personalia
Column.

We are glad to hear that Lt.Colonel Craven is re
covering from the effects of his accident in Nairobi when
his African driver had a collision with another vehicle
and Lt.Colonel Craven sustained injuries through splinters
of glass from the broken wind screen.
It may not be generally known that the late
Sir Malcolm Campbell was posted to the Regiment in 1939
with the rank of Captain, and was eventually posted to
H.Q., Combined Operations Staff. As far as we are aware
he did not actually serve with any unit of the Regiment.
Many who served in Invicta Lines will remember his visit
in, we think, 1940, when he personally delivered what were
known as MalcolmCampbell armoured trucks to No. 224
I.T.C.
The Editor acknowledges, with thanks, receipt of the
following Journals: —
The Globe and Laurel
The Tank
The Snapper
St. George's Gazette
R.A.O.C. Journal
Sapper
R.A.S.C. Journal
K.S.L.I. and Herefordshire L.I.
Royal Engineers
The Dragon
Sprig of Shillelagh
Borderers Chronicle
Firm

2

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

Social and Personal

Honours and Awards

We have heard from Brig. Ingham, who is retiring from the
Army at the end of February. On retirement he will remain
in his present appointment with C.C.G.. and his address will
be :
Zonal Headquarters of Legal Adviser,
65 H.Q., C.C.G., Herford, B.A.O.R., 15.
*
S
*
*
Lt.Col. J, M. Haycraft has recently retired and is now
Secretary of the Officers' Club, and Assistant Secretary of the
Officers' Association at Aldershot. Lt.Col. and Mrs. Haycraft
live at Abbot's Cottage, Tilford near Farnham. (Tel.: Frensham
341).

The King has been graciously pleased to give orders for
the following appointment to the Most Excellent Order of the
British Empire, in recognition of gallant and distinguished
services in Palestine during the period 27th March, 1947, to
26th September, 1947 :
To be Additional Commander of the Military Division of
the said Most Excellent Order; —
Brigadier (temporary) Francis David Rome, D.S.O. (33507),
The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
The King has been graciously pleased to approve that
the following be Mentioned in recognition of gallant and dis
tinguished services in Palestine during the period 27th March.
1947, to 26th September, 1947 :
R.W.K.—Lt. J. M. Johnson (369940).
During the period 27th September, 1947—26th March,
1948 :
R.W.K.—14407359 Sgt. J. Atkins.

*

$

*

*

Lt.Col. G. E. L. Pardington, M.B.E., T.D., has been appointed
a Local Army Welfare Officer for the East Grinstead Area. His
home address is Bear Wood. Holtye (Sussex), near Edenbridge,
and' his telephone number is Cowdeu 2172.
*

«

*

*

Capt. D. Collins, who is undergoing a course at Wye Agri
cultural College, resides at Glenthorne, Wye, near Ashford, Kent.
The following Officers paid a visit to the Depot recently;
we were delighted to welcome them and hope that their visit
is a forerunner of many others:
Brig. S. F. Saville, Maj. A. R. Fyler and Maj. B. J. R. Stoneham.
*

#

*

*

We had an interesting letter from Lt.Col. C. E. P. Craven
in Nairobi. He informs us that a Home Counties Group Dinner
is planned for January or February. The G.O.C., Gen. Dowler,
Colonel of the East Surrey Regiment, will take the Chair. We
hope to hear more from Lt.Col. Craven on this subject in due
course.
*

*

*

*

Finally, but by no means least, we had a very nice letter
from that staunch supporter of the Regiment, Mr. Eugene
McAuliffe, of Omaha 3, Nebraska. U.S.A., who informs us that
he has just taken under his hospitable wing Maj. Peter Leonaux
(?), who served as a Pte. in "The Queen's Own."


RELINQUISHMENT
Brigadier N. I. Whitty, D.S.O.,
of the Colonelcy of Tlw Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment, on Is/ January, 1949.
The following letter has been received by the Commanding
Officer of the 1st Bn. from Maj.Gen. The Hon. P. G. Scarlett,
C.B., M.C., Colonel, The Buffs and present Representative
Colonel of the Home Counties Brigade.
Thank you for your letter informing me of the retire
ment of Brigadier Whitty from the Colonelcy of your
Regiment.
As Representative Colonel, I should like to express on
behalf of the Group, our regret at his departure and to
convey our grateful thanks to him and to his Regiment for
the welcome and understanding that has been shown in
administrating and training the Officers and men of the
many Regiments of the Home Counties Brigade.
We appreciate the difficulties that have been encoun
tered and overcome with tact and understanding and we
are proud to recognize that a system, which breaks away
from all tradition, has been so sympathetically handled.
I hope you will convey these remarks to Brigadier Whitty
and " The Queen's Own."
The above letter has already been published in 1st Bn.
Orders for the information of all ranks.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
f To ensure that your copy reaches you safely, please
[ notify any change of address to the Editor:—
l

1

"The Q. O. G„"
The Barracks,.
Maidstone, Kent.



Promotions and Appointments
EXTRACTS FROM THE LONDON GAZETTE

REGOLAR ARMY
Lt. J. M. Gibson (203679), to be Capt., 21st December, 1948.
SHORT SERVICE COMMISSIONS
Lt. (War Subs. Capt.) Victor De Haviland (formerly Moth.)
(182505), from Border Regt. Emerg. Commn., to be Capt., 1st
October, 1946. (Substituted for notification in Gazette Sup
plement, dated 23rd May, 1947.)
Lt. W. T. Rose (200315) relinquishes his Commn. on
account of disability, 16th December, 1948, and is granted the
hon. rank of Capt.
Lt. Gordon James Platford (293613), from Emerg. Commn..
to be Lt., 1st January, 1949, with seniority 25th May, 1944.
Lt. Leonard James Gale (325613), from Emerg. Commn..
to be Lt., 1st November, 1948, with seniority 16th February,
1946.
The undermentioned Lts. to be Capts : —
V. De Haviland (182505), 1st November. 1947.
D. S. Miller (375868), 1st November, 1947.
W. T. Rose (200315), 1st November, 1947.
T. D. Bell (229792), 4th April, 1948.
R. E. C. Cocksedge (378599), 24th September, 1948.
EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS
War Sub. Lt. R. H. Lavington, M.B.E. (117145) relinquishes
his Commn., 9th November, 1945, and is granted the hon. rank
of Lt.
War Sub. Lt. J. G. Morton (368691) relinquishes his Commn.
on account of disability, 30th December, 1948, and is granted
the hon. rank of Lt.
19045015 Cadet Peter David Humphries (393963), to be
2/Lt„ 9th October, 1948.
War Sub. Lt. fB. D. Gerrish (222572) relinquishes his
Commn. on account of disability, 23rd December, 1948, and
is granted the hon. rank of Capt.
REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS
Lt. M. V. Molony (60175), having exceeded the age limit
of liability to recall, relinquishes his Commn., 18th December,
1948, retaining the rank of Lt.
TERRITORIAL ARMY
Lt. Henry Donovan Angus Pennells (368802), from Emerg.
Commn., to be 2/Lt„ 7th October, 1948, with seniority 29th
June, 1946, and is granted actg. rank of Lt., 7th October, 1948.
Lt. John Desmond Belsey (370791), from Emerg. Commn..
to be 2/Lt., 7th October, 1948. with seniority, 6th September.
1946, and is granted the actg. rank of Lt„ 7th October. 1948.
Lt. James Calver Jones (375829), from Emerg. Commn.,
to be 2/Lt., 29th July, 1948, with seniority 17th November,
1945, and is granted the actg. rank of Lt., 29th July, 1948.
RESERVE OF OFFICERS
Lt. O. J. Williams. M.C. (99306), having exceeded the age
limit, relinquishes his Commn.. 11th December, 1948, and is
regranted the rank of Capt.

3

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

:::::::::::::::::: I::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::
::::::

News

from

::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

::::::

Battalions :
::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::
I St

BATTALION

Readers of the " Queen's
Own Gazette" will find
else
where in this issue, a new
correspondence innovation ap
pearing under the heading,
" 1st Bn. Personal Column."
It is proposed to try and pro
duce this column as a regular
feature with the object of in
forming all readers of the
" Gazette," interesting items
of news about the Bn. and
personnel serving with the Bn.
at Shorncliffe.
We are very pleased to wel
come Lt.Col. A. R. Fyler, who
has just arrived to assume the
appointment
of
Secondin
Command. Lt.Col. Fyler for
the last three years has been
S.O.(l) P.T., H.Q.. B.A.O.R., and
we feel sure that the experi
ence that he has gained in
this appointment will be in
valuable to the Bn. in the
field of sport. Lt.Col. Fyler
is ipf course well known to
many members of the Bn. for
his accomplishments as an
Army Squash Racquets and
Tennis player. We understand
that Mrs. Fyler will shortly be arriving at Shorncliffe and we
wish them both a long and happy stay with the Bn.
News has just been received that Maj. S. Rose, O.C., B Coy.,
is likely to be returning to the Staff early in January and
Capt. W. G. Dunglinson, our M.T.O.. has also just received
posting order for Ethiopia. Their departure in due course will
be a great loss to the Bn.
It is just possible to say that the last four weeks have
been a little quieter than usual, possibly due to the fact that
we have not received any new major outside commitments.
However, even in a socalled quiet period there is always plenty
to do within the Bn. itself.
On 2nd December the Bn. Rugger team proceeded to Lon
don to play the 1st Bn., The Welsh Guards in the third round
of the Army Cup. Supported by a small, but nevertheless a
loud cheering band of supporters, the Bn. put up a magnificent
performance before admitting defeat by 9 pts. to 3. Our
opponents can be said to have been nearly a stone heavier
and three inches taller per man, as well as being a skilful and
knowledgeable team. The Bn. XV. however, refused to be
overawed by their formidable opponents, and battled doggedly
throughout the game like terriers, making a really talented
Welsh side play just about as hard as they could, which is
no mean praise.
The Bn. hockey XI were due to play 47 Coast Regt., R.A.,
in the second round of the Army Cup on 6th December, but
this match has had to be postponed for a week owing to bad
weather. Although the XI have won their last five matches,
they will have to fight hard in this match, as with the coming
of heavy wet pitches, the team have rather lost their speed,
which previously had proved such a valuable asset. The first
Officers versus Sergeants hockey match took place on 1st
December, resulting in a win for the Sergeants by 2 goals to l.
which was not unexpected in view of the fact that they were
able to raise eight Bn. players. The Officers were saved from
a heavier defeat by the unexpectedly successful defensive play
of Lt.Col. Martyn and Capt Upton, who defended most gallantly
throughout the game.

iiiiiiium

The Band have just completed a heavy ten days' pro
gramme. taking part in the Kent T.A. Recruiting Drive which
necessitated them playing at Chatham. Gillingham, Rochester,
Maidstone, Folkestone and Dover. From reports received the
Band put up their usual good show, but it is understood that
the Recruiting Drive has not achieved the success which it was
hoped, in common with so many such drives which have been
held in all parts of England.
On 6th December a very enjoyable dance was given by the
Sergeants in Moore Gymnasium, to which the Officers were
invited and attended in force. For many of the latter it was
the first of two late nights in succession, as on 7th December
the East Kent Hunt Ball took place at the Metropole Hotel,
Folkestone, an event which was well supported by the Regt.
During the last two months there has been considerable
activity in the Garrison Church since the arrival of our new
Chief Padre, Rev. Leadbeater. New innovations include the
assembling of a large choir, chiming bells in the tower to
announce times of services and a complete reorganization ol'
the seating to show off the Church to the best advantage. The
size of the weekly congregations is slowly increasing and it is
hoped that as many members of the Bn. will try and support
Rev. Leadbeater in the work that he is doing for the benefit
of the Garrison.
Various winter sporting leagues are now well underway
and the present position is of interest.
B. Miniature Rifle League—B Coy. leading with 10 pts.,
followed by H.Q. 2(D) and D Coy. all with 8 pts. each.
Coy. Football League.—B and H.Q. Coys, equal first,
fol
lowed by C Coy.
Inter-Unit Garrison Quiz League.—Leaders, H.Q. Home
Counties District followed by 1 R.W.K.
The Unit Cinema is now open three nights a week and have
shown during the month " The Way Ahead," " Suspense,"
" Easy Come, Easy Go," " Outlaw " and " Hue and Cry." This
Cinema has been opened to provide personnel during the
winter weather with some evening entertainment. Unfortu
nately A.K.C. regulations require men to pay for admission
and in view of the fact the films shown, are in many cases
very old, the Cinema is not being too well supported. The Bn.
are fortunate in having three trained operators in Ptes. Hails.
Water and Williamson, to whom they are indebted for giving
up their evenings to show the films.
The Bn. have just received news that Xmas leave period
will be from after duty 23rd December to reveille 29th December.
Needless to say, these dates are much looked forward to, so
that for a few days everyone can really try and forget our
many, many problems, interesting or otherwise, and really get
down to enjoying ourselves.
R.C.W.T.

EYES RIGHT

ON THIS
NOTICE.

If you want your Evening Wear,
Sports Wear, or in fafct anything
Laundered expertly, send to the

Maidstone & District Laundry Co., Ltd
Loose
Telephone :

Road,

Maidstone.

Maidstone 3020
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Brigadier N. I. Whitty, D.S.O., Colonel of the Regiment,
visited the Bn. on 30th December to say farewell prior to
relinquishing the Colonelcy of the Regiment, on his departure
to Rhodesia.
«
s
*
«
Lt.Col. and Mrs. A. Martyn were present at the Depot
during the recent visit of H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent,
ColonelinChief of the Regiment.
We congratulate Capt. and Mrs. R. E. C. Cocksedge on the
birth of their second son.
We congratulate Cain, and Mrs. T. V. Uplon 011 the birth
of their second daughter.
*

$

*

*

We congratulate Lt. T. J. Mathews on his recent marriage.
$
-fi
*
9
We congratulate the following 011 their promotion to
Lance Corporal : —
Pte. Norris, J.
Pte. Home, E.
Bdm. Clark, E.
Pte. Parley, L.
Bdm. Healey, T.
Pte. Wilson (95).
Bdm. Sandwell, R.
Pte. Wilson (96).
Bdm. Taylor, R.
Pte. Viccars, J.
Pte. Slaughter, W.
0
*
*
$
L/Cpl. Hinshlewood is to be congratulated on being
selected to play for the Army at soccer versus Everton and
B.A.O.R.
Members of the Regiment will be interested to hear that
Bandsman Small has recently been seconded to the Forces
Broadcasting Service and is now en route to Malta, where he
will be " 011 the air."
We welcome the arrival of Mrs. McCloughlin, wife of our
R.S.M., who has now moved into Quarters at Shorncliffe. We
hope that she is enjoying her stay with the Bn.
Maj. G. Duffield has recently proceeded to Aldershot to lie
released from the Army. We are, however, glad to be able to
announce that he will continue to serve the Regiment at
Shorncliffe in the capacity of Administrative Officer (Retired),
an appointment which is allowed on War Establishment.
*

»

«

*

We congratulate the following on obtaining a grading.
Distinguished, 011 courses as under :—
Sgt. Boorer—Pi. Weapons Course, Hythe.
Pte. Wilson (944)—Pay Duties Course.
#

*

*

#

Lt. R. Shearburn has now left the Bn. to attend a Potential
Officers P.T. Course at the A.S.P.T. It is expected that on com
pletion of the course he will be seconded to the A.P.T.C. for
a period of two years. We shall certainly miss him in the
field of sport.
We congratulate L/Cpl. Lucy on being selected to box for
the Army against the Sparta Club of Denmark and 011 winning
his fight.
We are pleased to welcome to the Bn. 2/Lt. J. S. Fletcher
on being commissioned into the Regiment from the R.M.A.
Sandhurst.
*

*

*

*

Maj. F. G. B. Wills has now left the Bn. on release and
we wish him the best of luck in the important civilian appoint
ment he is assuming at the Foreign Office.
We congratulate Capts. Page, Ambrose and Weaving on
their recent promotions.
*

*



*

All members of the Regiment will be interested to hear
that Lt.Col. and Mrs. Macklin with family have left Shorn
cliffe and by now will be in Austria.
»

*

*

*

We congratulate June Price, A.T.S., 011 her recent engage
ment. A typing crisis appeal's immenent in the Training Office.
*

.

*

»

*

We offer our sympathy to Maj. P. Lewis and Lt. D. Bird.
Bn. captains in hockey and Rugger respectively, on their recent
injuries which will keep them off the field until after Xmas.
We wish them a speedy recovery.
Xmas activities arranged for the Bn. at Shorncliffe included
a children's party on 16th December and an Officers' dance in
Moore Mess 011 17th December.

"A" Company
The Coy. has grown considerably in numbers since our last
report and we now have five large Pins. We have just lost the
InterPin. Cup, having retained it on several consecutive
occasions.
Maj. Halliday has gone into Hospital at Banning and we
hope he will return in the very near future.
In the field of sport there is much to report. In the Inter
Coy. football league we drew with B Trg. Coy., but lost to
C Trg. Coy. Sgt. Watson represented Home Counties District
against East Anglian District in the boxing tournament and
managed to knock out his opponent in the first round. The
Coy. beat C Trg. Coy. in the miniature rifle shooting competition,
but were in turn beaten by D Trg. Coy.
Cpl. Tidy has moved to R.M.A. Sandhurst, where he is
undergoing a course in Drill and Weapon Training: if suc
cessful he will be retained as an instructor at the R.M.A. We
wish him every success.
C.S.M. Davis has just returned from a wellearned leave.

"C" Training Company
The two main events in the Coy. this month have both
been closely connected with Pt. II Orders.
First we all congratulate Lt. J. Page, the Coy's. 2nd i/c. 011
his promotion to Capt. He has been doing 2nd i/c. to the
Coy. as a subaltern for some months past, and his promotion
is well deserved.
And second we have said goodbye, with regret, this month
to C.S.M. P. Donovan, who has left to take up an appointment
at the R.M.A. Dehra Dun. His oft heard exhortation to the
N.C.O's. : " You must be more aggressive." will long ring in
our ears. His successor is C.S.M. J. Williams, who was with
2 Drafting Coy., and his experience in administration is already
being felt. The Coy. filing
system hasn't yet recovered from
the impact of the " new broom."
The Coy. soccer team, which struck a bad patch at the
beginning of the month, has started its winning ways again,
and we are now well placed in the Bn. league.
Another event in which the Coy. did well was the Unit
Novices' Boxing Competition. Cpl. Rigby, Cfn. Penn and Cfn.
Lowery did very well to get through to the Finals.
And so we say goodbye this month by commiserating with
all the poor unfortunates who are staying behind on duty this
Christmas, especially those with only two weeks' service.
E.C.O.

"D" Training: Company
The Coy. now consists of four Cadet (Potential Officer and
N.C.O.) Platoons and two National Service Platoons.
The
seventeenth Cadet Squad is now under training, and as an
example of the initiative displayed by Cadets, the following
incident is quoted : —
Platoon Sergeant: " What is the correct length of pace
when marching in quick time ? "
Cadet: " Surely that depends on the size of your boots.
Sergeant."
Platoons are now indulging in the luxury of Mat, Bedside,
G.S., and theie is 110 longer any excuse for the men who fail to
get their feet on the floor at Reveille.
The Regimental Old Comrades used our Regimental Room
for their recent meeting. We are pleased to have acted as
their hosts, and hope to receive a return visit in the near
future.
Sgt. Dowsing attended the Regimental Council at Maid
stone on behalf of the Bn. Several exmembers of the 50th
p.T.C. Permanent Staff are anxious to hear from friends now
stationed abroad.
In the field of sport, Lt. Macmillan, 2/Lt. Dodson and Pte.
Owen have represented the Bn. at Rugby, and Sgt. Wilkins.
Sgt. Smith and Pte. Cochrane are members of the hockey XI.
The football team is making slow progress. One of the mem
bers, Pte. Jones, has played for the English Amateur Juniors
against Scotland, so we expect great things of him in the
future. Our only recent success was versus the Orderly Room,
whom we beat 7—3. At all events, we should soon have eleven
men—eleven players will materialize later !
We welcome 2/Lts. Humphries and Fletcher from O.C.T.U.
and the R.M.A. Sandhurst respectively. 2/Lt. Dodson and Sgts.
Parker and Chaplin are still " swotting" at the School of
Infantry, Hythe. We expect at least three " D's" or else ! !
Cpl. Yea is at present on a Parachute course, probably in a
state of acute suspense J
Finally, to all members of " The Queen's Own," both past
and present, we wish a happy, prosperous and peaceful New
Year.
J.S.F
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BATTALION SOCCER NOTES
During the past month the Bn. has continued its run of
successes, our best effort being the defeat of Maxton Sports
F.C. by 5 goal to 2 in the Dover Charity Cup. This now takes
us into the semifinal. We are now. therefore, hoping to gee
our hands on the Cup.
L/Cpl. Hinshelwood, whom we mentioned in our last issue,
we are pleased to relate has been selected to tour B.A.O.R. with
the Army and we wish him every success.
Our record to date is as follows : Played 4. won 11, drawn
1 and lost 2.

4 th

BATTALION

With the reorganization of the Army on a peacetime foot
ing. which allows only one regular service Bn.. and with the
disbandment of the 5th Bn.. the 4th Bn. assume the important
role of being the only Territorial Bn. in the Regt. The object
in view is to recruit exN.C.O's. with a view to building up
a cadre of qualified instructors who will be capable of instruc
ting the National Serviceman when he eventually arrives.
During the interim period training is organized with a view to
bringing all potential instructors up to date in the latest
tactical and weapon training methods.
The amalgamation of the 4th and 5th Bns. is still in pro
cess of being made absolute and as the 4th has now taken over
a part of the old area of the 5th Bn. and several old members
of that Bn. have enlisted into the 4th. it is hoped that the
final amalgamation will be not long delayed, as it is hoped
that this will encourage many more ex5th Bn. to join the
ranks of the then 4/5th and renew old acquaintances of pre
war days and war years, when the two Bns. were serving
together.
Amongst the P.S.l's. with the Bn. we have R.S.M. " Paddy "
Byrne, D.C.M., who is well known to many of the 1st and 6th
Bns., and who is now to be seen daily wrestling with such prob
lems as " Star Classification of T.A. Soldiers" and monthly
training programmes, with special reference to object.
Another member of the Staff is C.S.M. Hills, our M.T.
king, whose main object in life is to provide means of transit
from " A " to " B " as and when necessary, but at times this
becomes a bit of a problem due to shortage of both drivers and
trucks. However, he usually manages to keep the Bn. mobile.
The " We Us and Co." of the Orderly Room Permanent
Staff includes O.R.Q.M.S. Jack Breaden, who will be well
remembered as Q.M. of the 4th Bn. during the last war, giving
it honourable service throughout its long and varied campaigns.
Be it desert or jungle, Jack B. will find an Army Form to fit it.
His organizing ability will be remembered in connection with
the reunion of the '4th Bn. recently. He has all the A.F's.
ready, and all you have to do is to sign on for 1. 2. 3 or 4 years.
Helping him (but not very much ?) in his task is Sgt. Ted
Munday, who will be remembered as C/Sgt. with R.W.K. at
50 P.T.C. and H.C.B.T.C., Shorncliffe, and who has now trans
ferred his affection and his knowledge to the 4th. The follow
ing is the type of conversation one now hears in the Orderly
Room : " Munday, on Monday you will arrange for Pte. Snooks
to report on Tuesday or Wednesday," and so the week goes
on; a little confusing at times.
In the " Q " department we have Capt. A. E. Sivers, M.M.,
who with his multiple duties is ably assisted by that indomit
able exC/Sgt. of 50 P.T.C., W. Locke (Statics). Be it supplies
in liquid form or hardware, supplies for social functions—this
department, with its various underground contacts, has not
yet failed to produce the goods.
C.S.M. A. Clifton, M.M., a very old and staunch supporter
of the Regt., and having served with 1st, 2nd and 4th Bns.
continuously since the days of the 191418 war, is still doing
a fine
job of work as C.S.M. of B Coy., which he is doing his
utmost to bring up to its prewar strength and efficiency.
The main problem confronting the Bn. at the moment is
recruiting. To date this has not come to expectations for a
variety of reasons. The main reason being that to form a Bn.
to fulfil the role now allotted, it is necessary to have a very
firm foundation on which to build; this foundation must con
sist of personnel with war experience and in particular
specialist knowledge. Such personnel can be found amongst
the many exmembers of the Regt. who reside in the Bn. Area,
and if only they will come forward and help us to form a first
class cadre of instructors, much will have been done towards
the building of the foundation. Another reason why we would
welcome exmembers of the Regt. is that with their assistance

it would be possible to infuse into the new Bn. the fine " es
sprit de corps," which was second to none in the Regt.
Drill Halls (T.A. Centres) are situated as follows; —
Bn. H.Q. Drill Hall—Avebury Avenue Tollbridge.
H.Q. Coy. Drill Hall—Bank Street, Tollbridge.
Sp. Coy. Drill Hall—Bank Street, Tollbridge.
A Coy. Drill Hall—Union Street, Maidstone.
B Coy. Drill Hall—Anglesea Road, St. Mary Cray.
C Coy. Drill Hall—Argyle Road. Sevenoaks.
C Coy. Drill Hall—Edenbridge.
D Coy—Parish Lane, Penge, S.E.20.
Exmembers of the Regt.. are always welcome at any of the
above Drill Halls, where we should be glad to give them full
particulars of service in the T.A. and what N.C.O. vacancies
exist.
You will be sure of meeting some of your former comrades,
whatever Bn. you served with.
NOMINAL ROLL OF OFFICERS and N.C.O's. of 4th BN.
PERMANENT STAFF INSTRUCTORS

Lt.Col. C. A. de B. Brounlie. M.C
Capt. T. T. W. Stanyon
Capt. A. E. Sivers. M.M
R.S.M. Bvrne. P.. D.C.M.
C.S.M. Hills, H
C.S.M. Wilson. A
C.S.M. Woolley, C
Sgt. Baker, D
Sgt. Tillman. R
Sgt. Bucknell, F

Comdg. Officer
Adjutant
Quartermaster
P.S.I.. H.Q.
P.S.I.. A
P.S.I., C
/. . P.S.I., D
".. P.S.I., B
P.S.I., Sp.

Coy.
Coy.
Coy.
Coy.
Coy.
Coy.

PERMANENT STAFF INSTRUCTORS, T.A.

O.R.Q.M.S. Breaden. J., M.B.E
Sgt. Munday, E
Sgt. Locke, W

Orderly Room
Orderly Room Clerk
Q.M. Stores

T.A. OFFICERS AND N.C.O'S.

Maj. B J. F. Malcolmson, O.B.E., T.D. . . SecondinCmd.
Maj. J. K. Warner. M.C
O.C.. Sp. Coy.
Maj. B. A. Odell
O.C.. B Coy.
Maj. J. D. Slocker, M.C
O.C.. D Coy.
Maj. A. H. Coombes
O.C., C Coy.
Capt. C. W. Lawder Bird
O.C.. A Coy.
Capt. K. C. Meyrick
O.C., H.Q. Coy.
Capt. A. N. Miskin, M.C
2nd i/c.. A Coy.
Capt. A. H. Ford
2nd i/c., B Coy.
Capt. P. N. Marchant
Carrier PI.
Capt. D. W. J. Wood
2nd i/c., D Coy.
Lt. J. A. Calver Jones
I.O.
Lt. A. Lucas
Sig. Officer
Lt. E. J. W. Shearbum
M.T.O.
Lt. E. J. W. Gibson
PI. Comdr., D Coy.
Lt. M. Van Hasselt
PI. Comdr., C Coy.
Lt. J. Hayes
Pioneer PI. Comdr.
Lt. J. D. Belsey
PI. Comdr., A Coy.
Lt. H. D. Pennells
PI. Comdr., C Coy.
C.S.M. Clifton. A., M.M
B Coy.
C.S.M. Wells. D
A Coy.
C/Sgt. Cleggett, R
A Coy.
C/Sgt. Johnson. F
D Coy.
C/Sgt. Wood. G
Sp. Coy.
Sgt. Vallins, H
B Coy.
Sgt. Easter, T
B Coy.
Sgt. Payne, R. (A.C.C.)
C Coy.
Sgt. Maynard. W
C Coy.
Sgt. Stachell. L
D Coy.
Sgt. Hill, W
D Coy.
Sgt. Buck. C
D Coy.
Sgt. Shapland, T
Sp. Coy., Carr. PL
Sgt. Humphrey. R
Sp. Coy., Mor. Pi.
Sgt. Coulstock. T
H.Q. Coy., Med. PI.
Sgt. Carver, R
H.Q. Coy., Prov.
Sgt. Corke, A
H.Q. Coy., I. Sec.

"C" Company
The Coy. is still in existence, in spite of the fogs that have _
threatened to maroon its members at different parts of the '
country.
Recruiting is still rather slow, but we hope for a great
improvement during and after our Recruiting Week in February.
If one wanders slowly through Sevenoaks town on a Saturday
morning certain of our Coy. may be seen, with T.A. posters
under their arms, going from shop to shop (with perhaps the
odd pub. in between to break the monotony). Not only have

6

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

posters appeared in Sevenoaks. but in the most unusual places
in the surrounding villages.
Lt. M. Van Hasselt is down from Selwyn College. Cambridge,
and we welcome him to the Coy.
The Coy's. P.S.I., W.O.II C. Woolley, has acquired an Austin
Seven. It is to be hoped that he remembers that it is not a
motorcycle.
The Coy. wishes everyone a very happy and better New
Year.
 Green Oaks."

"D" Company
We'll folks a great blow has been struck against D Coy.
" Walter " or " Gap in Hejrow " has been struck down by beer
or lumbago, it is not certain which it is, or whether it is a
combination of the two. Medical advice has not been obtained,
but a large bottle of white oils is prominent in the Walter
household. Sunday saw Walter a fine specimen of bearsoaked
manhood as ever graced the daylight the morning after. Indeed.
It was not till after several pints of the best that it was recog
nised as our Wally. But by 2 p.m. (closing time) he had even
promised to have the " Q.O.G." column ready on time.
Tuesday saw no sprite columnwriter, but a bent aged and
tottering figure appealing for help to mount the stairs to the
bar. He was soon to hand and the figure was helped to the
fire and seated in the best armchair and given a drink. The
familiar way in which the drink was " downed" led to the
recognition of Walter. The tale was sad and heart rending,
but it brought no sympathy to a columnless Coy., and a deputy
had to be found at short notice.
Fog has held up most of the work during the month, lt
even delayed the paying out of Bounties (R.S.M.. please note),
and as there were no casualties, it is believed that the excuse
of the weather even went over to the better halves.
Sunday's Recce.—Mrs. Charlie, the truck did not break
down; he was just delayed in the course of duty.
? Walter at present.
We wish you a speedy recovery, Wally. or a happy release
from such suffering.
We are sorry to hear of the death of Mr. Jack Osborne, who
was caretaker and bar steward for many years at the Parish
Lane Drill Hall, Penge.
Deputy for " Gappin Hejrow."

Support Company
This is a short month, as a stern Editor is demanding our
material by the 15th of December, but there is no harm in thai;
in so far as the month has been a quiet one.
Our training has largely consisted of shooting and admin
istrative duties. We had the pleasure of welcoming a team
from the 5th Royal Sussex Regt. to shoot against us in a match
on Tuesday, the 14th. This is a return match, as last year we
visited them at Crowborough, where we managed to defeat
them. We were again successful as results show: —
C.S.M. Corke
C.S.M. Izzardc
Sgt. Morey
Sgt. Graham
Lt. Shaw
Captain Waters

5 ROYAL SUSSEX

34
47
47
32
39
26
225

4 ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT

Major J. K. Warner, M.C
C.S.M. Hills
O.R.Q.M.S. Breaden
C/Sgt. Wood
Cpl. Blackman
L/Cpl. Foster

45
40
41
28
39
49
242

L/Cpl. Foster is to be congratulated on making top score
of the evening; 55 was the possible.
The great fog interrupted our arrangements for some days,
though a few stalwarts groped their way into the Drill Hall at
Bank Street.
In conjunction with Headquarter Coy. a very successful
dance was run at Avebury Avenue on Saturday, 4th December,
where we were able to welcome a number of old friends. We
hope to make these dances a regular item during the winter.
While we were dancing, some illdisposed person saw fit to
break into the Drill Hall at Bank Street, and removed various
articles to which they took a fancy. This rude gesture pro

voked great activity on the part of the Police (and on the part
of our foster mother, the Kent Territorial and Auxiliary Force
Association), but so far the miscreants have not yet been appre
hended. We still live in hopes however.
This seems a convenient occasion to wish all old members
of the Coy. and all our old friends, scattered as they are over
the five continents, all the best for the New Year.



THE REGIMENTAL DEPOT
A blank sheet of paper is a most unfriendly thing. I have
been sitting looking at this one for more than an hour now
without daring to put pen to it. My mind is as blank as the
paper, possibly blanker. However, with the help of a half a
pint of beer I have at last managed to write " Regimental
Depot " across the top of the page, not very hopefully, but still
in rather nice decorative capital letters.
This last month has been a busy one for the Depot, not
so much militarily as socially, the General's inspection being
about the only thing that has not happened. This is really
rather awkward, as we cannot keep the pace up much longer.
Nerves have been strained to fever pitch; kits have been checked
and rechecked; the Petrol Pump has been dipped and redipped,
until the Q.M. has had to make an entry " To loss of petrol
on dipstick, 1£ gals." It's no good checking the men's kits
any more as none of them have any money left, due mainly
to previous kitchecks. However, given a few more days to
get over Christmas, not even Israel will find the Depot unpre
pared (during normal working hours at auy rate).
On the 17tli December, Mrs. Keenlyside invited the Depot
wives to tea at her house, where everyone thoroughly enjoyed
themselves. On 22nd December, the Sgts'. Mess and Depot
gave a teaparty to 75 parents and children. This was also a
great success, I was going to say " howling success," but this
might give an entirely wrong impression. I am hoping that
the Sgts'. Mess will describe the Children's Party, the Xmas
Draw and Dance, and the mens' Xmas Dinner on the 23rd
December, as they were the prime movers in these events, which
all went down extremely well.
The next important event was the departure of Depot on
leave, apart from three noble volunteers who remained behind.
Being married and in quarters in the Barracks, they all volun
teered early and have volunteered again for next Xmas. My
name tops the list. The leave period passed quietly with no
excitements, no fires
and no buglaries. The New Year also
came in quietly enough and the next event was a dance given
by the Maidstone Platoon of the A.T.S. (T.A.). It was a very
good dance and even Capt. Faulkner was persuaded to take the
floor.
Lt.Col. Eason and his family have just returned from
Switzerland and we hope they thoroughly enjoyed themselves.
The Acting Admin. Officer is making himself very scarce these
days owing to the extraordinary amount and variety of things
which he has filed in Colonel Eason's safe, pending his return.
Continuing our thirst for knowledge, C/Sgt. Hedges and
Cpl. Manton have been despatched on courses at the Army
School of Administration and Home Counties Training Centre
respectively. Capt. Faulkner was sent on a short course at the
School of Combined Operations at Barnstaple and has come
back a confirmed pacifist. Pte. Kingston, A.C.C., has very gal
lantly offered himself for upgrading and finally
someone will
have to volunteer for an A.B.C.A. Course in the very near
future and I am pretty certain who it will have to be.
We have said " goodbye " to Lt. Caller, who very decently
followed current practice and filled
in his own Release book.
We wish him the best of luck in civilian life. Maj. Griffith
flashed through our hands on his way from West Africa to
retirement leave and then flashed
back for his leave petrol.
He looked very fit and said that West Africa suited him so well
that he would probably be going back.
We welcome Pte. Hendricks (A.C.C.) and Pte. Evans (R.W.K.)
from Shorncliffe. The latter is now General Dutyman, batman.
Mess waiter and a third of the Officers' Mess Staff.
We congratulate Pte. Jones (242) on the very recent addition
of a daughter to his family. Sad to relate this youngest Jones
is already on a charge for being fourteen days late on parade.
However, it is a poor charge that blows nobody any good and
Pte. Jones has done very nicely for leave, thank you. We are
very glad to hear that C/Sgt. Parris's child is now much better
and is well on the way to complete recovery.
The Q.M. is slightly embarrassed by the magnificent stock
of solid fuel now held by the Depot. The R.A.S.C. delivered
hundreds of tons last month mainly in answer to the repeated

7

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE
cries of O.C. Depot's domestic boiler. This boiler which is
a magnificent contraption of pipes, valves, taps and redhot
bubbling noises had an insatiable appetite for solid fuel, lt
took the practically undivided attention )of our " Beaky"
Jones to keep pace with its demands. He was assisted by casual
nonunion labour at moments of crisis, when " The Queen
Mary" (as it is affectionately known by all but " Beaky"
Jones) was threatening to go off the boil. However. " The
Queen Mary" is now in dry dock and the C.O. has a new
boiler, which, although it does not heat the water, uses hardly
any fuel, and that is the reason why your Regimental Depot
is full of coal, or is it ?
Each week, on Thursdays to be exact, the military might
of the Depot attends at Invicta Lines for religious instruction
by arrangement with 61st Field Squadron, R.E. Two Thursdays
ago, after about twenty minutes of instruction, the Padre
asked "... and how many attended Mass last Sunday ? " The
response from the Depot could hardly have been worse—no
one had been. However, it was too late by then to barge in
on the C. of E. Padre's lecture and so we returned to Barracks.
The fire has gone out. I finished
my beer long ago, and
as the cat is sleeping auite comfortably. I shall risk it and go
to bed. So that is all for this month and our very best wishes
for the New Year and to all Past and Present' members wherever
they may be.
Our congratulations go to B. C. Phillips, late " Queen's
Own." on winning the Belgium Open Squash Championships
and on reaching the final of the British Ama teur Championships.
The following have visited the Depot during the past
month :
Maj. A. R. Fyler. Brig. S. F. Saville, Maj. B. J. R. Stoneham.

Sergeants' Mess
The Depot Sgts'. Mess continues to flourish
in spite of our
very small membership and we are always glad to see any past
or present members when in the locality.
As is usual, more seems to happen during the month of
December than normal and during the past month the follow
ing social events have taken place.
On Monday. 13th December, 1948. we welcomed the Chat
ham Branch of the Past and Present Association to the Mess for
a very pleasant games' evening between the Chatham and Maid
stone Branches, which ended with all and sundry discussing
their earlier experiences in the Regiment, so much so. that the
actual result of the games was not announced. However, it
was nice to meet so many old friends and hope to see them
all aaain in the future.
Way back in August it was decided that the Mess would
have the usual Christmas Draw, and later, as an added attrac
tion. it was agreed that the draw be followed bv a dance. After
a rather slow start in ticket sales, it was decided to make the
show a Depot " All Ranks affair." and on Tuesday. 21st Decem
ber, 1948. the draw commenced (a little late) .in the new
gymnasium at about 8.30 p.m.. the gvm. having very tastefully
been set out for the purpose including a multicoloured lighted
stand full of some 153 excellent prizes (or were they—see below)
valued £55. A total of 1.800 tickets had been sold, which all
concerned considered excellent compared with sales over pre
vious years. The Draw proved a success in spite of the time it
took before all prizes had been disposed of to the very " lucky
people." Our grateful thanks go to all ranks of the Depot
who were employed on some job or other in connection with
the draw, and our special thanks to Mr. Bert Akers for kindly
ensuring that we had adequate supply of poultry, rabbits and
a turkey to dispose of—that he had to bring these from his
poultry farm in Suffolk, and made it a personal point to see
the goods delivered is very much appreciated. (Thanks a lot.
Bert.) Our thanks are also due to R.S.M. Bob Baker (The
Medical man), who is seen around the Mess at meal times and
on other occasions, and to C.S.M. Tug Wilson, of the 4th Bn.,
for the kind assistance in running the Draw. By some peculiar
chance the top prize, the turkey, was the very last ticket drawn
from the prize drum and exR.S.M Farrington was the lucky
winner.
Other outstanding prizes were won by Busty
Cannacott. Dick Hayward, the R.S.M. and Mrs. Hammond—
the latter winning a real live rabbit, complete with hutch to
take it home in: I wonder if it had pity taken on it or if it
went the " way of all flesh " ? The R.S.M. and Busty each won
a roll of paper, but Dick Hayward was very lucky in winning a
fine brush which could be used for giving the back a scrub
when taking a bath if the handle was curved. Bill Bailey (the
Mess steward) was sure pleased with his prizes, consisting of
a hair brush and comb and a beautiful doll.
Our thank* to Bill for the excellent selection of prizes
obtained, which no doubt caused many a hangover in obtaining
the many prizes from the cash available. The O.R.Q.M.S. (as

Santa Claus) distributed the prizes to the lucky winners. He
had difficulty in trying to strain his beer through Santa's
beard and was seen to make a very hasty exit at the end of the
draw—it is understood he had forgotten his reindeer and he
had to hurry to give it a drink. The end came in the very
late hours and all departed their various ways having spent
quite a pleasant evening. If all is well, it is hoped that we
can put on another Draw next year
On Wednesday, 22nd December, 1948, plenty of activity was
noticed in the vicinity of the N.A.A.F.I. Refreshment Room at
about 3 p.m.. when laughing children—some with their parents
—about 75 in all. were assembling for the Depot Annual Child
ren's Christmas Party. The rooms had been appropriately
decorated for the occasion and the party commenced with a
cinema show, followed by an excellent tea meal. A huge
Christmas cake was displayed at the end of the hall: this was
cut by Mrs. Keenlyside. Towards the end of the meal excite
ment began to get tense as the children pulled their crackers
and donned paper hats—Sgt. Beech and Mr. Norman Dumbrell
kept the children amused by their antics as clowns—each
having great fun by ballons tied to the end of a stick. On con
clusion of the meal the children .proceeded to the cinema,
where they were all issued with balloons and allowed to have
a real set to with all and sundry; this continued until most
had burst with astounding bangs. At the end of this bout
they were told that Santa Claus had called, at which notifica
tion a screen was moved to reveal a huge Christmas tree full
of lights and tinsel. Immediately Father Christmas arrived,
overladen with his toys. He welcomed the children and spoke
to them all before distributing the presents. After the initial
distribution, thanks to Capt. and Mrs. Maynard who were
present, Santa Claus announced that he had got a second
present for all the children and amid great excitement these
were duly distributed, together with sweets, oranges, nuts and
fruit. The party finally
broke up at about 6 p.m. All voted
that it was great success. We were glad to see Maj. and Mrs.
Love at the party and thank them for the advice in the little
points that crop up when running such a party for the first
time. Many will remember that in recent years the Christmas
Party has always been arranged by Maj. Love. Our thanks are
also due to Paddy Mullen for the very able manner in which he
carried out his dxities as " Santa "—it's about time he drooped
that Irish brogue—half the kiddies could not understand him.
All ranks proceeded on a wellearned Xmas leave' from
after duty Thursday. 23rd December. 1948—but true to style,
they had their Xmas dinner prior to proceeding. The Com
manding Officer came along to wish us all the very best and
the W.O's. and Sgts. waited on the troops in the proper
manner. After the troons had departed the W.O's. and Sgts.
sat down in the Dining Hall to an excellent meal, finishing
up
in the Mess, as is the usual practice before proceeding on leave.
The Sgts'. New Year Ball was not held this year. This was
due mainly to our small numbers, since it takes time to pre
pare for such social events. We hope to hold one nevt year.
At last news has been received that our old quarters,
Invicta Lines, will soon be very busy again with a new unit.
36th Army Engineer Regiment, Royal Engineers. We take this
opportunity of welcoming them to Maidstone and hope their
stay will be a long and happy one. Several of their members
have been messing in our Mess pending arrival of the main
body. We hope their short sojourn was pleasant and that we
shall be seeing much more of them in future.
Apart from the many of our old friends who came to the
Draw and Dance only a couple of members have been to visit,
namely. Peter Hallett (it's rumoured he was after his Xmas
dinner) and Q.M.S. Wells, who was on leave from Germany.
Wishing the best of good fortune to all during the current
year.
4
An elderly woman, visiting the grave in which her third
husband had lately been laid with the other two, was accosted
there, with an expression of condolence, by a man who had
been one of her earliest sweethearts. He had got no further
than : " Ah'm reyt sorry, Sarah." when pointing to the tomb
stone, she cut him short with :
" Ah want noan o' thy
sympathy. If that'd a' been hawf a man, thy name 'ud 'a
been t' first o' them three."
The officer was taking particulars from a new recruit;
" Are you married ? "
" Yes. sir."
" Any childi'en ? "
" Yes. sir. Five girls and four boys."
" Nine altogether ? "
" No, sir.' One at a time ! "
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NEPAL

By MAJOR F. M. CUNNINGHAM
Nepal was in the news at the beginning of this year, as,
on January 1st, 1948, after protracted negotiations, eight Gurkha
Battalions were transferred from the Indian to the British
service.
Nepal is one of the few countries still almost completely
closed to foreigners, so I was lucky when my duties took me
there for just over three weeks in November and December.
Genera! knowledge of the country is, I imagine, limited to
the facts that it is to the North of India, is mountainous, and
is the home of the Gurkhas. (It was also the home of "The
green eye of the little yellow god."—Editor.)
Its past history is one of constant war, the last being fought
against The East India Company in 1813.
In 1855 The Maharaja, the then Chief Minister, seized power
from the King, who was relegated to the position of religious
held of the country. This state of affairs exists today.
During the Indian Mutiny, Nepalese forces were put at
the disposal of the British and greatly distinguished them
selves, particularly at Delhi. Thus began the military con
nection between the two countries, which is fortunately still
to continue. The rule of succession of the Maharajas, who
are Rajputs and not Nepalese, is from brother to brother. In
the past this may have been a source of strength, as it ensured
that minors could not ascend the throne. Today it is doubtful
if it is for the best, as it results in the rule of elderly men. and
gives opportunities for intrigue, which the unscrupulous have
not been slow to seize.
The rulers are absolute Monarchs. This is no place to
indulge in prophecy, but if a study of history points anywhere,
it would indicate that the regime must be modernised or its
days are numbered. A small Nepalese Congress party exists
with its headquarters at Benares, demanding more liberal
institutions, and it is probable that its influence will grow.
Nepal is very mountainous except along the Southern bor
der, where there is a lowlying strip called the Terai. It varies
in depth from 3 to 30 miles. Originally thickly wooded, much
of the forest has been cleared, except at the very foot of the
mountains. The mountains rise like cliffs from the sea shore,
and the only way into the interior is by following the river
valleys inland.
There are two short sketches of railway in the Terai. and
there are some short roads there and in the Kathniandu Valley,
but there is no road from the Terai to the Valley. All merchan
dise, including motor cars and lorries, have to be man handled
for part of the way. As far as the climate is concerned, the
high ground is healthy, but the Terai in summer is intensely
hot and highly malarial.
My travels took me mostly into the Terai, but I also made
one trip into the mountains. If I cannot claim to be the first
European to perform these journeys, at least I am one of the
very few who have, as travel by foreigners is usually confined
to the track in and out of the Kathmandu Valley,.followed in
the footsteps of " Mad Carew."
I entered the Terai from India at various points, and will
not enlarge on its characteristics, as it closely resembles the
country south of the border. It is a lowlying ricegrowing area,
highly malarial, and almost devoid of roads, inhabited by people
of Indian race, all poor though not poverty stricken. They
appear contented, having at least an abundance of rice, and
clothes sufficient for their needs. The exception is in the small
industrial area round Jogbani, where unrest in May, 1947, led
to military intervention and some deaths. Here are to be found
cotton, jute, and sugar mills, and factories making matches and
chemicals. At present most establishments are working two
10hour shifts a day.
A project likeiy to lead to increased industrialisation of
this area is the Kosi dam and hydroelectric scheme, which will,
when completed, serve the double purpose of providing cheap
power and controlling the Kosi River, which at present floods
large areas. It is financed
by Indian capital, and is scheduled
to be completed in ten years. It will be the highest dam in
the world.
I got to within a few miles of the dam site by jeep along
a socalled road which leads to the pleasant town of Dharan
Bazar, at the foot of the hills, where, according to local tradi
tion, " there are no sparrows, crows or mosquitoes." Most of
our journeys were on foot, though there was one memorable
occasion when a local official procured an elephant for us to
take us the last eight miles of our march. There was no saddle
of any description on the beast, only a rope to which we clung.
An elephant's back seems very high under these conditions !
More interesting than the Terai was a threeday trip northwards
to within ten miles of Tansing. This town, 70 miles from the
border, is a centre of great importance, as it is the meeting

place of the roads from all the Western parts of Nepal, from
where they continue South to the Terai and the border.
It was at this place, reached by M.T. along a frightful road,
that the most interesting part of my journey began. Butwal '
lies on each side of the Ghonghi River, where it issues from the
mountains, the banks being joined by a narrow steel suspen
sion bridge. It is a filthy
but thriving town, for here comes
all Western Nepal once a year to buy its requirements of cloth,
oil. salt, matches, etc. In winter it is thronged, but in sum
mer deserted, and full of cholera and plague.
Here we hired porters. If one ignores the heavy weights
they carry, they do not do at all badly nowadays, as they get
five Rupees a dav (7/6) and their food.
We started along the rough track by the river bed. The
thing that struck me was the number of people travelling. This
is no lonely road with an occasional passerby, but more like
Oxford Street or Royal Avenue. Yet, the crowds of pedestrians
are really not surprising, as this is the trade route in and out
of nearly a quarter of the country.
Along it hurry all sorts of people, coolies carrying down
vegetables, oranges, and rice, and bringing up oil. cigarettes,
cloth, lengths of iron piping, etc.. etc., whole families, or even
villages travel together to lay in their yearly supplies. Among
these are many Army pensioners, who will go on by train to
the Regimental Depot at Gorakhpur. as pensions are drawn in
person, annually. Soldiers in uniform, going on or returning
from leave, old women carried on the backs of others, or
occasionally sitting in a basket, slung between two poles, blind
men led by their friends. Thibetans, a rich man on a pony,
in fact all ages, sexes and types. Nearly all, except the very
old or very young carry a wicker basket on their shoulders,
supported by a strap across their forehead. These baskets are
so heavy that most people would be hard put to lift them,
much less carry them ! Yet, the impression is one of extreme
cheerfulness. Many parties sing as they go, and laughter and
smiles are everywhere.
The path for the first few miles kept by the river, which it
twice crossed by rough log bridges. It then started to climb
through thick woods, the surface being extremely rough. As
the journey continues, so the scenery becomes finer.
The track
leads sometimes through tall trees, and at other times through
valleys so narrow that the inhabitants can only see the sun for
a few hours a day. Whatever the country, every level inch is
cultivated.
We passed three nights in Gurkha inns on this road, and
found them all spotlessly clean. The food never varied in
essentials, rice always being the foundation, with mutton, goat
or chicken and dhall, eggs, vegetables and chutney. We seldom
got all these things together, and. indeed, the best meal we
had was a simple one of the new season's rice, with dhall.
brussels sprouts and tomato chutney. Oranges similar to the
China variety, but with a particularly fine flavour,
were to be
had everywhere, being grown locally in large numbers.
The local brew is socalled rum; a colourless liquid tasting
vaguely like a mixture of Cointreau and Potheen. It was
sometimes rather raw. but can be recommended to shorten
(or lengthen ?—Editor) the afternoon nap.
The inns are kept by Puns, who come from North Nepal,
and are the traditional innkeepers of the country. All the
inns we stopped at were merely one or tworoomed houses,
with open fireplace
and earthen floor,
and all were equally
clean, whether in the Terai or in the hills.
At Jaynagar, which is a few miles inside India, we stayed
in a Gurkha lodginghouse, lying on wooden platforms in brick
archways which gave directly on to the street. Sleep was
difiicult, as under my bed were a goat and several ducks, which
started creating at the crack of dawn. The night had been
made hideous too, by a Holy Man, a few doors away, who yelled
out his prayers every hour throughout the night. I was amazed
at the restraint of those near him, but then in India no one
thinks of the comfort of his neighbour nor expects any con
sideration from others; they certainly do not get it. Sleep,
indeed, was difficult all the time. One went to bed very early,
but what with the dogs and children, and the local version of
singing to the accompaniment of drums, and early risers who
liked to be off at dawn, 1 definitely " woke up tired."
Our objective was a small mountain village called Masyeng.
This stands on a ridge to reach which it is necessary to climb
a zigzag path, so steep that, in places, one is almost reduced
to going on all fours. Fortunately the very steep part is not
very long, and in less than halfahour we were rewarded, as
the guide books say. by a magnificent panorama of snowclad
peaks. These were about 50 miles away, and they form a
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semicircle on the horizon really lovely to see. The highest
peak is Dhaulagiri, 26,800 feet high, or just 20,000 feet higher
than we were. It was altogether a marvellous sight to mark
the end of our journey.
What impression does one carry away from this short
journey ?
Above all, a tremendous admiration for the people. Life is
tough, and work goes on from dawn to dusk to force a living
from this hard country. Indeed, in spite of all efforts, there
is not a living to be had for all. so the young men must go
abroad to India, Malaya, and beyond, to earn their livelihood.

In spite of hardship, the keynote everywhere is cheerful
ness; I never saw so many smiles or less illnature. Yet, I got
the impression that a feeling of questioning is in the air,
especially among those who have been abroad. Must men still
be used as beasts of burden ? Can nothing be done to improve
communications and conditions ?
The gap between rulers and the ruled is surely too great.
It will be interesting to see how this gap io closed.
F.M.C.
Reprinted, with kind permission of the Editor,
" The Sprig of Shillelagh."
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THE QUEEN'S OWN PAST & PRESENT ASSOCIATION
5lh BATTALION—EX " B " COMPANY

By the time this appears in print, our biggest event of the
year will have passed, though we hope, not forgotten—our
Annual Reunion Dinner and Dance—at which wc meet once
again our old friends from near and far, plus their better halves
and prospectives.
In answer to our numerous circulars on the subject, we
have received one from Capt. Coyle, whom we remember as
being from D Coy. As a result of this letter we may be having
more to do with the London Branch than hitherto. More of
that, however, when the time comes.
Our December meeting went down very quietly indeed, the
main item on the agenda being the " Opera Halfhour " on the
wireless set., from which we could scarcely drag our Treasurer
in order to conduct more important business. Eventually,
however, the strains of " Rigoletto " were silenced and we man
aged to sort out some final details of our Annual Reunion.
We are very sorry to learn that one of our number, Vic
Mutton, has been whisked away to hospital suffering from
T.B., but the suddenness of it leads us to hope that it was
detected in its early stages, and that he will be out and about
again soon as fit as ever.
We also understand that our comrade of very long stand
ing, Jack Osborne, has passed away. Jack was the caretaker
at the Penge Drill Hall for a very long time during the prewar
years and we well remember him and his stories of peacetime
soldiering in India and elsewhere, which he usually told when
serving up " one for the road."
That's all the news for this month, so Bangers everybody.
" Nightingale."
CHATHAM

BRANCH

To open the New Year 19 members attended the monthly
meeting, held at the Drill Hall on January 3rd. Chairman
Wilkins opened the meeting at 7.30 p.m. and wished all a happy
New Year. Owing to the absence of the Secretary, Joe Wright
deputised and minutes of previous meeting were held over till
February. Apology for absence was read from the President. Maj.
R. W. Brothers, who conveyed seasonal greetings. Greetings
from other Branches were also read
A letter from Deptford
Branch asking to visit Chatham at end of February or March,
on a Saturday, was considered, and February 26th was decided on.
The Annual Outing was discussed and June 26th or July
3rd were suggested. Final decisions to be made at the
February meeting. Messrs. Kennett, Sutton and Thorn were
unanimously elected to the Outing Committee. Treasurer's
report was submitted and approved.
Chatham congratulates Gravesend on the success of their
social evening, November 6th. also Deptford Branch on their
reunion, December 11th. The Branch thoroughly enjoyed its
visit to Maidstone on December 13th, when in spite of
inclement weather, a happy evening was spent. The photo
taken on this occasion is not ready yet. but will be passed to
Maidstone as soon as available. Many thanks, Maidstone, for a
grand evening.
All the best for 1949 to all members of P. and P. Association.
The monthly meeting was held at the Drill Hall on Decem
ber 6th. Eighteen were present, including our President, Maj.
R. W. Brothers. Chairman Wilkins opened the meeting at
7.45 p.m. by welcoming those present. Apology for absence
was received from Mr. E. J. Munchin. Minutes of last meet
ing were read' and confirmed. The Treasurer's report was sub
mitted and approved.
A letter from Deptford Branch,
acknowledging our donation to their Banner Fund and inviting
us to their Social Evening on December 11th, was read. The
Branch will be represented, though it was not possible to get
a coachload. An invitation to visit Maidstone Branch on
December 13th was read. Joe Wright stated that a coach had
been booked to leave the Drill Hall at 7 p.m.
Election of Officers : President, Maj. R. W. Brothers; Vice
President. Maj. H. M. Smith; Chairman, Mr. Wilkins; Hon. Sec.,
Mr. Dibley: Hon. Treasurer, J. Wright; Standard Bearer and
Branch
Correspondent, G. Anchors;
Committee—Messrs.
Williams. Kennett, Hill. Thorn and Davison.
Maj. Brothers expressed thanks on his reelection as
Branch President and thanked the Officers and Committee for
the splendid work they had put in during the year.

A hearty vote of thanks was accorded to the Treasurer
Joe Wright, for his untiring efforts for the Branch and the
Regiment. This was unanimously applauded. Joe responded
and appealed to members to bring more exmembers of our
Regiment to the monthly meetings. He thought this should
bSsyaSei' n°W that thC SOcia! side of the Branch was getting
If these notes are in time, Chatham sends seasonal greet
ing to all members of the Regiment, Past and Present.
G . Anchors.
Branch Correspondent.
DEPTFORD AND DISTRICT BRANCH

The 11th of December saw the last of this year's socials,
of which we have had one a month. This one. the climax of
them all. was attended by Col. w. V. Palmer. Lt.Col. A. A.
Eason 26 from the Gravesend Branch, five
from Chatham
Branch and four from Maidstone Branch; we mustered over
100 Sgt Dale and Pen. Seamans, of the Chelsea Hospital, were
invited, but only Pen. Seamans was able to come—Sgt Dale
not being well enough to come, to whom we wish a speedy
recovery to health. Our Steve Ballard went to Chelsea with
his car and brought Pen. Seamans and later took him home
again; thanks a lot, Steve.
We were entertained by Freddie Phillips and his band, who
kept things going with a swing, also the dancers on their feet,
and the budding tenors and sopranos using their vocal chords.
The bar, well and truly patronised, was run by those two well
known barmen. Tom Kinnersley and Mike. They told me after
wards, but I don't believe it, that they were too busv to get
a drink themselves.
The lucky prize, given by Mr. Kingsmill, was won by Mrs.
Reed, our Secretary's wife: congratulation, Mary, hope you
enjoyed the rabbit.
Many thanks to the Chairman of the Gravesend Branch,
who presented, on behalf of his Branch, £1 to our Banner
Fund.
Amongst our visitors, who I'm sorry I forgot to mention
earlier, was Mr. Elson, Chairman, London Branch; thanks for
coming along, also for the invite for. some of us to visit the
London Branch on Friday, the 17th December. Many thanks
and congratulations to Miss H. Fifield for her attendance and
fine singing and playing her accordion; a grand piece of enter
tainment greatly enjoyed by all. Thanks are also due to Mrs.
A. H. Fifield for refreshments supplied, coupled with Mrs. Steel
(our Lucy) and a big hand to all who helped to make the even
ing so enjoyable.
So. after three and a half hours' of jolly good fun, we
finished
up with the Regimental March. Auld Lang Syne and
God Save The King. Of course, we had to see the Gravesend
Branch to its 'bus and see them off, as their 'bus was parked
outside the Police Station and we did not want to turn out
 on Sunday morning to have to bail any of them out. Anyway,
they dodged the policenet and gradually their songs died awav
in the distance, while we at last faded away to our various
abodes. So here's to the next time.
A happy New Year to all P. and P. is the wish of the Dept
ford Branch, also of your correspondent.
Wc are planning big things for 1949; particulars later on.
Med.
SHORNCLIFFE AND DISTRICT

The monthly meeting of the above Branch of the Associa
tion was held in the Regimental Room of the Regimental Train
ing Coy.. Ross Barracks, on Wednesday, the 24th November
1948.
As a result of the very energetic measures taken by our
Secretary. Mr. E. Elvy, the attendance showed a slight increase
in the Past Members' Section, but a most gratifying repre
sentation of serving members. There were ten serving mem
bers present, composed of a W.O.II, two Sgts., two Cpls. and
five Ptes.
The Chair was taken by Mr. J. D. Hayley, M.C., D.C.M.
Amongst matters discussed was that of festive greetings to
members of the Regiment who, still suffering from the effects
of war service, were unfortunate enough to be still undergoing
treatment. Such a case was that of C.S.M. Kite, of the 8th
Bn., to whom the Chairman drew attention. It is the wish oi
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the members of this Branch that he would spend as happy a
Yuletide as he himself would wish.
Accompanying the notice of the meeting was a letter from
our Chairman. Lt.Col. F. K. Theobald, which reminded all
members that their close support was needed if we were to
keep our Association alive.
As it is a matter of vital importance to all of us who have
the interest of the Regiment and its Associations at heart, I
cannot do better than quote the letter in full: —
The Past and Present Association of the Regiment has
been in existence since 1936. Before the war attendances
at meetings were extremely good, and there was sufficient
support for social and a dinner to be organized.
Since this last war, however, attendances have been
most disappointing. We have the faithful few of nine or
ten people who can always be relied on to attend, but
there is considerable apathy among the majority of former
members of the Regiment (and there are a large number
of them in the area).
Under the present day organization of the army, where
people are posted from one unit to another much more
frequently than in former days, it is essential that all the
old hands should try to get together to keep going the
spirit of the Regiment, to meet socially, and to assist each
other and any member who is in need of assistance.
We have now been granted the use of a very comfort
able room in the barracks at Shorncliffe, and we have been
asked to consider ourselves honorary members of the Sgts'.
Mess on these evenings, when darts, billiards, etc., can be
played with serving members of the Regiment.
As Chairman of this Branch of the Association I can
not emphasize too strongly that if we are to continue we
MUST have more support in the future, and I appeal to
you to make a very real effort to attend the next meeting
on the 24th November, as I should like to organize a
dinner or similar function if we can get the necessary
support.
Best wishes to you all.
Yours sincerely,
F. K. Theobald,
Chairman.
" Cushy."
OLD
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COMRADES MEET AGAIN

6th BN., R.W.K. REGIMENT CHANGE THEIR VENUE
Though fog tended to make travelling difficult, 70 out of
the expected 130 members turned up at Sevenoaks Drill Hall
recently for the reunion of the 6th Bn., Royal West Kent
Regiment Old Comrades' Association. The Bn., composed of
" veterans " of both world wars, has hitherto held its reunion
gatherings at Bromley, and Saturday's event was the first time
they had met at Sevenoaks.
Sir Gerald Hodgson presided, and others present were
Lt.Col. W. Nash, M.B.E., T.D.: Lt.Col. G. Defraites, D.S.O., M.C.;
Lt.Col. A. Eason, Maj. L. Pyrke, M.C., Capt. P. C. T. Godly, M.C.,
and Capt. Nixon. A running buffet was organized in place of
the usual dinner, and at a business meeting, preceding the
social gathering, Sir Gerald Hodgson, president of the Bn's.
old Comrades' Association for the past four years, announced
his resignation.
OFFICIALS RESIGN
He was succeeded by Lt.Col. W. Nash, an exP.O.W. and
original C.O. of the new 6th Bn. which went to France in
1940. Colonel Defraites was elected chairman, and Mr. L. Pyrke.
secretary of the Association for the past 18 years, declined to
stand again, feeling that a younger man should take on the
job.
Mr. C. J. Sayers was elected to fill the vacancy. Mr. V.
Leather, treasurer for over 10 years, also resigned, and Mr. J.
Davison was appointed to succeed him. Mr. Pyrke and Mr.
Leathers were accorded a vote of thanks for their long and
devoted service. Brig. N. I. Whitty, D.S.O., Colonel of the Regt.,
was prevented from attending by the fog, but sent a telegram
wishing them every success, as also did the 4th Bn.
Refreshment were provided by Mrs. Leftley and the hall
had been decorated by Messrs. Kemp, Cook and Godly.
4

Subscription rates: —
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Officers 9/ per annum, post free;
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THE SOLDIER AND HIS BUDGET
MAJOR R. C. W. THOMAS, O.B.E.,
THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT.

In a recent debate in the House of Lords, a member com
mented on the fact that the attendance at a certain second
division football match one Saturday afternoon exceeded the
total number of men who had enlisted in the Territorial Army
during 1947. Although this statement referred to the Terri
torial Army, it is believed that the recruiting figures for the
Regular Army reveal much the same position, emphasizing
once again how unpopular is any form of Army Service to the
young men of this country, whether it is voluntary or com
pulsory. It is interesting to consider a new cause, which is
often quoted today, as a reason why men will not join the
Regular Army, namely, the rates of pay. In studying this sug
gestion, it is not proposed to include the question of officers'
pay, but it is felt most strongly that the time has come when
once again the rates of pay for lowranking soldiers are urgently
in need of review.
It is indisputable that since the end of the Second World
War there has been a considerable increase in the cost of
living, and one of the indirect effects that this had had on
the Army is the marked increase in the number of cases of
absence without leave by regular soldiers, an almost unheard
of offence prior to 1939.
When these cases come up for trial, a common plea made
by offenders is that they have been forced to go absent in
order to take several days casual labour at the inflationary
rates of pay that can be obtained from civilian employers, in
order to earn a few pounds for their dependants who are in
desperate financial
difficulty. It is sad to say that a check on
these stories often reveals that the statements are true, and
Commanding Officers are then faced with the unpleasant task
of having to punish offenders in order to maintain discipline,
while at the same time sympathizing with the men in the
difficult position in which they are placed.
Let us consider the otherrank pay position in some detail
by attempting to make out a possible monthly budget of an
imaginary private soldier, aged twentyone, two years' service,
unmarried and stationed in England eighty miles from his
home. Such a soldier receives approximately two pounds a
week. This sum, which is equivalent to one hundred and
sixty shillings a month, can be considered as pocket money, in
view of the fact that he also receives free accommodation,
rations and army clothing. It is suggested that the monthly
budget of his expenses might read as follows :
s.
Fifteen cheap cigarettes a day
67
One cinema a week at 1/6 a seat
6
Share of regimental subscriptions, barrack dam
ages, etc
4
Two or three letters a week
3
Fare home one weekend a month
20
Soap, razor blades, cleaningkit, etc
5
Two cups of tea and a cake at N.A.A.F.I. each day 10
Local 'bus fares, as many camps are outside towns
2
One evening a month at a dance hall without
partner
3
Personal newspapers, magazines, etc
2
Haircutting
2
Two pints of beer a week
6
Savings of 2/6 a week towards a credit balance
for leave
10
Total

140/'

In this budget it will be noted that nearly threequarters
of the expenditure is on smoking, cups of tea, and a fare
home, and it can well be argued that these items are luxuries
and can be reduced. It is agreed that such a suggestion is
indisputable, but on the other hand facts must be allowed to
speak for themselves. First, it is almost impossible, except for
a few, to reduce cigarette smoking, which is borne out by the
fact that the national tobacco consumption has not been cut
down despite government appeals and the increases in price.
Secondly, cups of tea are admittedly an extravagance, but it
must be remembered that many people jokingly claimed that
during the war, tea was the British " secret weapon," and so
today the practice of teadrinking has become an army tradi
tion, or vice, for ninetynine out of every hundred men.
Finally, deserted barracks and crowded trains to and from army

areas at weekends prove conclusively that most men some
how do beg or borrow sufficient money to (jet them home, not
one weekend a month, but practically every weekend.
Therefore it is submitted that the figures
quoted above
cannot be said to contain any abnormal extravagant expendi
ture, when for amusement our soldier can only afford to smoke
fifteen cigarettes a day, go to the cinema once a week, home
once a month, and drink a pint of beer every third day.
Despite these restricted pleasures, he is left with approximately
only twenty shilling a month to buy any small item of civilian
clothing to wear on leave, a book, a present, to entertain a
girl friend, attend a football match, pursue a hobby, or help
out at home with a little money. If he is married," or has a
relative dependent on him. there are innumerable other
demands which will be made on his pocket to meet expenses
that cannot be found from the army dependant's allowance
which he may be allowed in addition to his pay. It is appre
ciated that the financial
position of a soldier can be much
improved if he obtains N.C.O. rank or a tradesman qualifica
tion, but at the same time it must be accepted that there
will always be a large number of men in the Regular Army
who never reach this goal, many through no fault of their
own.
Today it is felt that when the soldier compares his posi
tion with that of his friends in civilian life he can find little
cause for satisfaction. The civilian workers is receiving higher
and higher wages as the cost of living increases. It is realized
that this siUiation is undermining the financial
stability of
the country, but the fact remains that with the support of
highly organized Trade Unions, who in their own way do their
best to fight for what they hold to be the rights of their sup
porters, this is indeed happening and, what is more, threatens
to continue indefinitely. Tire soldier, however, has no Trade
Union to fight
his cause. He is bound by a code that has
existed for centuries, which demands that he be loyal in ser
vice and uncomplaining in adversity. Any failure in this
respect leads to punishment and even dishonour.
Here then is a problem, the answer to which is difficult
of today is to a certain degree almost penniless when his
pocket money is hardly sufficient to provide him with the
necessities and those minor comforts of life which are so
important in order to give a man the necessary incentive to
become a reasonably efficient soldier. Obviously one would
like to plead for an increase in the soldier's rate of pay, but
with the recent appeals to freeze wages, it is presumably wrong
to make such a suggestion. Therefore the whole problem is
complex and difficult. Maybe the soldier should have more
pay, or possibly be helped with a return of some of the war
time concessions that were granted to the Services. It is
indeed hard to decide, but it is felt that if we are to build
up a strong, efficient army, it is essential that all its members
should be well provided for, and not left to live on a rate of
pay that literally forces a man to lead a handtomouth exist
ence, often degrading himself to save a few pence. The facts
are disturbing, and it is suggested that they are worthy of
consideration with tolerance and understanding, by each and
every one of us.



BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & DEATHS
DEATHS

PHILLIPS.—On December 3rd. 1948. Maj. Arthur Edward
Phillips, D.S.O., of Elm House, Winterbourne Dauutsey,
Salisbury.
OSBORNE.—In November, 1948, Mr. W. J. Osborne, late R.S.M.
of the Regt. He enlisted at Lambeth, 27th September,
1892. He was in possession of Tirah Medal. 1897/8: G.S.
and Victory Medal, 1914/18; Territorial Voluntary Over
seas Medal, 1914/19; L.S. and G.C. Medal and Meritorious
Service Medal.
JEPPERY.—On 21st November. 1948. William Jeffery, late of
the Regiment.
To the widows and dependants of the above, we offer our
sincere sympathy.
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LIFE IN A NIGERIAN VILLAGE
By kind permission of
LT.COL. H. E. CROCKER, C.M.G., D.S.O.

Just before the recent World War I travelled through
Nigeria, staying with missions of various denominations where
I had unrivalled opportunities for studying native life " in the
raw." which was the main object of my journey. I met the
chiefs and headmen as well as the witch doctors or sorcerers,
medicine men and the ordinary villagers as they went about
their occupations.
On my arrival at a mission the local chief was told that
I would come and call upon him. He would receive me in
state and offer me kola nuts as a ceremonial welcome. I
could speak a certain amount of Hausa, which is the principal
language in the centre of north of the country, but is not
understood in the south where the people have their own tribal
languages which are very difficult, the meaning of a word
depending on its correct pronunciation. In a few days' time
the chief would return my call, sometimes attended by his
bodyguard of footmen and men mounted on magnificent
stallions.
During the day we would wander through the village chat
ting to the people whom the missionaries knew well and watch
ing the artisans at work. They make beautiful pottery, shap
ing the wet clay over an old pot and baking it in a kiln. They
often decorate them with patterns in black or red, and they
are very artistic. The large pots are used for storing grain
and for carrying water. I often saw long strings of women
going to and from the river bearing enormous water pots on
their head. When filled
they are so heavy that they cannot
lift them up without assistance. Once balanced on the head,
they swing along at a great rate without touching the heavy
burden. The girls are trained to carry a load on their head
from the day they can walk, and I often saw quite small girls
carrying a bowl with a small stone inside to keep it in place
on a little pad of grass on their head. They carry everything
on their head and children going to school or church will carry
their books and even a sheet of paper on their head often
with an umbrella on top of all.
Babies are carried on the back of their mother, folded in
a cloth of goatskin. They are lashed there in the morning
and they stay there all day, no matter what the mother may
be doing. I have seen the women pounding grain in the hugs
mortars, or hoeing the ground, or going about their daily
chores always with the baby on their back. They always bring
the baby to church or to school on their back.
The principal food is guinea corn, and they also eat millet,
yams and other foods and any meat they can procure as well
as fish, which they seem to prefer smoked. The women often
make up fishing
parties, each with a large circular net which
they push along the bottom of shallow water and catch any
thing they can. Sometimes they even catch a young crocodile
amid terrific excitement.
Huts I found were either circular or oblong, built round a
square. Here the families lived who claimed descent from a
common ancestor. There would be a headman in charge with
a few old councillors. There was a large doorway in one side
which would be closed at night with branches to keep out
hyenas and other prowling animals. Some of the walls had
a double skin to form a narow passage in which the goats
were penned at night. Thieves, however, would cut away the
outer wall and steal the goats, to the great distress of the
owners. Goats are the main currency among the people, for
with his goats a boy will buy his bride from her father and a
man will oav for his hoes and spears from the blacksmith.
The boys are sent out to herd the goats and they have one
or two given them to start their flock with which, when they
grow up, they will buy their bride.
The pagan tribes live in constant fear and dread of num
berless devils who, they imagine, haunt them and try to do
all the harm possible. The only man who can drive away the
devils is the sorcerer or witch doctor and he thus has unlimited
power over the people, who have to pay him well in goats for
his services.
Infant mortality is appalling, in the south not more than
two babies out of every ten reach the age of one year owing
to faulty food, care and attention. If the baby is ill and the
doctor or medicine man cannot cure it the mother will ask
the witch doctor for his help. He knows nothing about health
measures and so. in order to get out of the difficulty he will
tell the mother that the baby is not really a human child

but it is the spirit of an animal that has got into the body
of a baby by mistake and it is ill and unhappy because it
wants to go back to its own people. The mother then puts it
where the animals can get at it—a leopard or crocodile or what
ever it may be—and kill it, and its spirit then goes back to its
own people. One day we found a baby girl in a hole in a tree,
the mother had been told by the witch doctor that the baby
was really a«monkey and was ill because it wanted to be a
monkey again, so she had put it there where the monkeys
could get at it and kill it and so return its spirit to the
moneky folk.
On the Jos Plateau in the centre of the country the huts
have a small doorway high up in the wall to prevent the
snakes which Infest that district from entering. It is cold at
night during the winter so the people make their beds of
solid mud in which they leave an aperture at the bottom to
contain a fire which keeps them warm. The snakes have dis
covered that these furnaces are good places on a cold night
and would enter the huts. Hence the highup doorway in
the wall.
I occasionally found snakes in my quarters but they fled
before I discovered what they were. In Africa, however, the
burden of proof of harmlessness lies with the snake, and it is
as well to regard them all as poisonous until they are proved
to be harmless. Snakes will always avoid a human being if
they can and it is only when surprised or trod on that they
will bite. I have only heard of two kinds that are said to
attack a man gratuitously, the black mamba of East Africa
and the hamadryad or king cobra of Burma. The huge python
that one occasionally comes across in the African forests is
harmless unless provoked. They are nonpoisonous and crush
their prey to death in their folds and swallow it whole. I have
seen one or two in the forests but they never attacked me when
I stood still. They have a good look at you and. finding
that
you do not hurt them, they glide on their way.
Further down the street was a man shaping a hoe handle.
All the field work is done with hoes of varying shape made
from the iron washed out of the rivers and smelted in the
furnaces. The blacksmiths, in their lowpitched forges, gave
us their special salute of ringing their hammers against the
anvils as we crawled in through the low entrances. They have
little fires
stirred up by the bellows boys, who work their
goatskin bellows to and fro.
Beyond the village, in a gloomy ravine, lives the witch
doctor or sorcerer, whom the people hold in deep reverence and
fear. He alone can control the myriads of devils which sur
round them and cause all the mischief that occurs. If the
goats die or a canoe strikes a snag in the river and sinks it is
all caused directly by devils and the witch doctor has to drive
them away, for which he is paid a number of goats. Super
stition is prevalent among the pagan tribes of Nigeria, and it
will take many generations before the influence of the witch
doctor is finally
expelled. They have some power—witchcraft
or call it what you will—but there is more in it than mere
autosuggestion, though that plays a great part in their stock
in trade. Should a witch doctor tell a man that he will die
in a certain time, the man will die and nothing can save him
unless the witch doctor can be persuaded to take off the spell.
Some women in the eastern districts make little clay
images of a child when their baby is ill in the hope that the
baby's twin soul, which they believe is still floating in space,
will enter it and cure the baby. If it does not recover she
thinks that the twin soul dislikes the image that she has
made, so she accordingly makes another.
I can give the following instance to show the power and
dread of the witch doctor even among people who had been
baptised as Christians. I was in a girls' school one day when
the girls, about 30 of them, suddenly looked out of the window
and fell on the floor shrieking in terror. We looked out and
saw the witch doctor passing by, wearing an animal mask on
his head and a long cape to his ankles. The girls explained
that if they had looked at him deliberately, their eyes would
have fallen out and they would never be married.
During my long marches through the southern forests I
often had to wade through rivers about waist deep and some
limes deeper. I and the porters went through all together,
shouting and splashing, to frighten away any lurking crocodile.
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I sometimes met with parties of hunters armed with bows
and arrows which are treated with vegetable poison which
stupefies the animal. They then catch it and kill it, and
when they have cut out the part round the wound, the
remainder it fit to eat. I accompanied a man and his wife
on one occasion when he was on a hunt. He was looking for
antelope, but we suddenly came on a leopard asleep on some
rocks. He shot it with his poisoned arrows and when it
dropped, he rushed up and killed it. I have his quiver and
arrows with me now.
All boys in Nigeria, both pagan and Moslem, have to
undergo a severe test of their manhood before they can be
married or are allowed to carry weapons, with a view to weed
ing out the weaklings who would only be an encumbrance to
the tribe. The pagan boys are beaten with whips, and the
Fulani, that splendid race of Asiatic people who entered
Nigeria some centuries ago. are beaten with sticks. They have
to stand still without moving or making a sound fffitil the chief,
who presides, considers that they have had sufficient to prove
that they are lit to take their place as men in the tribe. The
pagan beatings are done at night and no one is allowed to
witness them, but I have heard the thuds of the whips when
I stayed at a mission near the village. The Fulani beatings are
done by day and everybody comes to look on. The girls come
up and encourage the boys and tell them how brave tlicy are
and they are just the boy they want for a husband.
Native customs have undergone striking changes since the
advent of British rule. Over 40 years ago when I first went to
Nigeria with the Frontier Force, cannibalism was rife and we
dare not go far from the cantonments for fear of being eaten
by the pagans or sold into slavery by the slave raiders. The
people were sold wholesale by their own chiefs to the Spanish
slave traders who collected them at the ports and took them
to America and Cuba in the old days of the slave trade. Only
early in 1947 some men were condemned to death in the
southern district for killing and eating a native schoolteacher.
Human sacrifice was the rule in many parts of the country
and in one town nearly 300 men were sacrified every year in
honour of the dead king. There are still some districts into
which one is not allowed to enter as the people are so wild.
Secret societies are the bane of social life in West Africa
and the dreaded Leopard Society has penetrated into Nigeria
with murders which still continue despite the hanging of a
number of men for that offence. The underlying idea of this
Society seems to J>e that, when the members have donned the
leopard's skin and strapped iron claws on to their hands,
their mind is occupied by a leopard mind which incites them
to murder anyone they can find.
This idea of human minds
being possessed by animal minds, or even by devils, is very
prevalent throughout West Africa, and I have seen women who
were credited with being able to transform themselves into
hyenas or leopards, and others who were possessed by devils
and rolled about in the fire. They have a dance known as the
" Bori Dance" which is supposed to encourage this form ol
demon possession.
Social services are far advanced in Nigeria and there are
hospitals and dispensaries everywhere for the sick, and leper
camps where lepers can be treated and even completely cured
if the disease is taken in time. The trouble is that the medi
cine men tell the people that if they go to the hospitals they
will be killed and made into the white man's " juju " or magic.
They will, however, come to any white man and expect him
to cure them of any ailment from which they may be suffering.
I often had a number of men, women and children coming to
me when I was on safari asking me to cure them. All I could
do was to give them a good dose of Epsomsalt and hope for
the best. They were hugely delighted and it no doubt did
them a power of good. I have often wondered what was really
the matter with them.
Education is making great strides among the people, who
are most anxious to learn. At first
they are taught in their
own language by their own teachers. Later on they can go to
the Government schools and learn English which enables them
to obtain good posts in the railway and other jobs. Women
go to school to learn how to look alter their children, the
best methods of cooking, sanitation, etc., and it is an amusing
sight to watch them taking notes in their notebooks, each
with her baby on her back, some clad in skins, while others
wear bunches of leaves hung from a girdle. Girls are taught
to spin and weave cotton cloth and make the beautiful baskets
one buys in the market. The results of women's education
are very noticeable: it has been proved that if you teach a man
you teach an individual, but if you teach a woman you teacn
a community, for she will see to it that her family do what
she tells them.
The Colonial Development and Social Services Fund, which
now amounts to £12,000.000 a year for ten years, is having a

marvellous effect on the social life of the Colonies, and no
where more so than in the Nigerian village. It erects hospitals,
trains nurses, doctors, midwives and teachers, builds better
houses, helps research into disease of men, animals and plants
and raises the standard of living throughout the country.
With this higher standard, the people demand more and more
of the commodity goods made in British factories, and there
are more openings for men and women on the staffs of the
Colonial Service, so this fund, a free gift from British tax
payers, reaps its own reward in the improvement of the life
of the peoples and the increases of our own trade with our
Colonies.
We could not have existed lor many davs during the war
without the raw materials from our Colonies. Nigeria sup
plied our tin. and oil from ground nuts and palm oil nuts
used for cooking fats, soap, margarine and exulosives. not to
mention the thousands of men who joined the troons or helped
to construct the roads, barracks, hospitals, aerodromes and
other great works which all had their effect on the war.
Now educated natives from Nigeria are coming to England
to complete their studies and will return to their own country
where thev will nlav a great; part in the government, the
health service and other public departments and will, in time,
become enabled to assume control of their own affairs and
thus lead to the supreme goal of colonial policy, Dominion
status.
4
POLISHING THE BOTTOM OF HIS PLATE

With his duster on his knee, in his bedroom by the sea.
And melancholy thoughts upon his fate.
He sits and does his duty and imuroves his billet's beauty
By polishing the bottom of his plate.
When the evening light is failing and the siren starts its
wailing.
And the " Boche " on high is howling hymns of hate.
Other fears he doesn't share, for with courage of despair
He is polishing the bottom of his plate.
And should the " Boche " come, and the shots begin to hum.
With the weapons he has got he doesn't rate.
But he's bound to win the war for old England on the shore
By polishing the bottom of his plate.
And when " Der Tag " arrives and it's written in archives
How the West Kents fought the fight
'gainst German
hate,
'Twill be told to all mankind, how the " Boche " he tried
to blind
With polish on the bottom of his plate.
And through the distant years, as he treads this vale of tears.
One habit time will not eradicate,
When his rifle's gone to rugt, and his bones have gone to
dust
There'll still be polish on the bottom of his plate.
Of him we must speak soft, for
This Regiment inherits his
An inheritance to be proud
shroud of
A framed and lovely shiny

now he's gone aloft,
estate,
of, as we gaze upon

the

polished plate.

"TK&nt
Easily BEST for
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WHO SAYS THAT

. t ? ?

HORSES

CALLING ALL SERVICE MEN
(PART II)

Last time we followed the fortunes of exPrivate Blank
from the time he was demobbed until he was happily settled
by the National Association for Employment of Sailors, Soldiers
and Airmen in a suitable and permanent job. ExPrivate
Blank is a member of a large family and his young brother
Sid will also shortly be demobilised from the Army. His own
experiences of jobhunting being fresh in his memory exPrivate
Blank, determined to help his brother as much as possible,
dropped him a line warning him to look out for the National
Association card at the Demobilisation Centre and be sure
to post it.
Sid recognised the National Association posters displayed
round the Barracks and was relieved to learn that " hostility
men " as well as Regulars are eligible provided they have two
years' service or more and a good character. Issued with the
card he posted it.
Arriving home Sid was somewhat scornful of his brother's
job. " What, only getting £5 a week " he scoffed, " I reckon
I'm worth much more than that. I've been driving a heavy
lorry for the last year. Any 'bus company or motor works
will jump at me." " Don't you believe it. you've got to start
at the bottom and work up," replied his brother, " Service
men have little to offer in civilian life unless they have a pre
war appreticeship to back them up and a Union ticket. Don't
you get the idea that you are going to slip into a cushy job,
you've got to work these days and learn a trade from the
beginning. I'm not getting much now. but I'm learning, and
my job's a permanent one provided I stick at it. Go along
and see Major X, the Jobflnder of the National Association:
he got me my job and he knows all the jobs that are going
around here."
Sid duly received a card one afternoon asking him to call
at the local branch office of the National Association. He was
gardening at the time and without bothering to change his
clothes or tidy himself up he hurried off to see what could
bo done about a job for him. He had no difficulty in finding
the office as it was centrally place, well advertised, and the
Jobflnder was a wellknown local man. He found one or two
other men sitting in the waiting room when he arrived but
it was soon his turn, and with a certain amount of uneasiness
he went into the inner office. He need not have been uneasy,
however, as the Jobflnder was friendly and clearly interested
in Sid's personal problem. They discussed his qualifications
and the kind of work he wanted to do and the Jobflnder then
suggested one or two lines which hadn't occurred to Sid up
to then. " Well," said the Jobflnder at last, " it's too late to
send you anywhere this afternoon. Think over what I've
said and come back tomorrow morning and we'll see what we
can do, but I can't recommend you to any of my best employers
for a job where they want a smart, intelligent man if you're
turned out like this, can I ? When you go to an employer
with my recommendation you are, so to speak, a " guaranteed
article " and the employer knows he is getting the right man
for the job. The man I send must look the part and bear out
the high recommendation that goes with all our introduction
cards. Didn't I get your brother a job the other day ? His
employer was delighted with his smart and alert appearance,
so tidy up in the morning before you come back."
Sid, who quite saw the point, explained about the garden
ing and returned next morning shaved and tidy and
altogether looking very workman like. Jobs were again dis
cussed and Sid learnt that to become a 'bus driver he would
have to start as a conductor. He didn't like the idea of that.
Alternative jobs in factories and works were suggested, but he
didn't like any of these either " A pal of mine got a job
at SlackonSea recently and gets £8 a week," he said, " why
can't I get a wellpaid job like that without all this ' learning
to do.' He wasn't a tradesman ? " " Those sort of jobs are
only seasonal and temporary he was told " and during the
winter months your pal will be jobless with no guarantee that
he will be given his job back next summer. Have you any
accommodation at SlackonSea ? " Sid had to admit that he
hadn't thought of that. " I will get in somewhere," he said.
" I am afraid this accommodation problem is the main stumb
ling block to men getting jobs away from their homes these
days," he was told. " In practically every case a man must
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be placed in a job near his home. There is a waiting list of
over 1,000 for accommodation in this town alone. You take
my advice now, and accept this permanent job with a good
firm.
The wage isn't as high as that which your pal is get
ting. but it's permanent and there are good propsects of pro
motion. It's up to you to show the employer that you are
a conscientious worker and are prepared to learn. Don't forget,
you will probably want to get married some day and no girl
is going to have you unless you have a good steady job."
Sid was by no means a fool, just young and inexperienced.
" Alright," he said, " I'll have a go at that." He was given an
introduction card, and before leaving, the Jobflnder reminded
him that other men coming after would be judged by the way
he tackled his job. " I won't let them down," said Sid, and
off he went to the first stepping stone to civilian employment,
and a happy and useful life.
REGULAR FORCES EMPLOYMENT ASSOCIATION
14, Howick Place, London, S.W.I.
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WE WANT TO MAKE THE GAZETTE A BETTER
MAGAZINE, BUT CAN ONLY DO SO IE YOU ASSIST.
YOU CAN HELP BY:—
Prompt

payment" of subscriptions.

Constructive criticism.
Obtaining new subscribers.
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Sending us interesting articles a n d
for publication.

Photographs

Submitting articles and photos in suitable time
for publication by 20th of previous month.
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The Horse is the Best Friend of Man, or is He ?
When I first
joined the Army, the position of the horse
was beginning to be a bit tricky. Of course, M.T. ws still about
18 years ahead, but still, for recreational purposes, the Motor
Bike was beginning to creep in.
The Senior Officers still tried to persuade the newlyjoined
to keep horses and to hunt, and kept up the pretence that
they were keen themselves. They even dressed in a rather
horsey style, with long coats and pockets cut on a slant. Some
of them even wore stocks, but very few of them ever mounted
a horse unless they HAD to on Parade. It was all talk; mainly
about the wonderful horses they kept before the war (the
1914 war) in places with such outlandish names as Ahmednagar
or Mhow !
We. the Junior Officers, dressed in sports coats covered
with leather buttons and dingy flannel
bags, and our height
of ambition was to own a Motor Bike, on which to scream
round the country.
By pulling out the baffles in the silencer you could make
the most ancient crock sound like a T.T. model, and the more
oily and noisy you were, the better. (This phase did not last
so very long, as cars gradually became cheaper, and eventually
ousted the motor bike.)
It is an odd thing that Motor Bike and Racing Car
maniacs are generally reasonably good tempered, but can you
say the same about horsey people, whatever their age or sex ?
I know that you will say that Horses are the friend of
man, etc., and that you do not begin to live until you are
astride a raking chestnut, but what I really want to know is :
WHAT IS IT ABOUT HORSES THAT TURNS MEN
INTO FIENDS ?
" FIENDS did you say, Sir ? Why damme, Sir, fiends
are
those young pups who roar along the Brighton Road in their
flashy racing cars, with their flashy
wenches, knocking down
and killing everyone they see. Hurrumph. They should all
be locked up, Sir ! Don't you know that man's best friend is
the horse ? I remember riding by Black Bess into action at
Omdurman. Now was it in '84 or '85 ? Of course you wouldn't
know. I would never ask for a better friend. Sir, than my
horses and my dogs. Fiends indeed. Hurrumph."
As Colonel The Honorable " Dicky " ShaftoRockynghame
Shacklewell said this, his normally scarlet face changed
black, and his pale blue eyes glittered like a cat's under the
beam of a searchlight.
Chancing to see him the other day at his Club, I had
risked my question. Well, I'm sorry, Colonel, but I just can't
agree with you, so I will repeat my question :
WHAT IS IT ABOUT HORSES THAT TURNS MEN
INTO FIENDS ?
They DO turn into fiends, you know, for I have turned into
one myself, and I have often watched others.
To illustrate my meaning, I will take three examples:
some nice people playing Polo, some nice people in the Hunting
Field, and a nice old Dowager in the Show Ring. Well, here
we go :
POLO. I loved Polo, and used to play twice a week, on a
ground adjoining a golf course. It always tickled me to hear
the remarks of the ladies about our " language." As far as
I can remember, our " language " was nothing to write home
about, though, of course, we shouted at each other a good
deal. Whatever we said, the golfplaying ladies used to think
it was dreadful, and pretended to be shocked. Of course they
weren't really. They were listening for all their worth in the
hopes of hearing " a new one."
Now that Polo is a thing of the past for me, I am not
so sure that the ladies were not right after all. The language
on the average Polo field IS pretty fruity.
Let us look at a game anywhere :
Eight perfectly nice people ride their beautiful ponies on
to the field.
The ball is thrown in. and immediately they
turn from being " nice people" into fiends
incarnate. You
can almost see their horns and forked tails growing as you
watch !
From the minute the game begins, the following sort or
thing is not shouted, but. screamed in highpitched voices that
carry for miles :

" Ride him. Ride him. You
!"
" Why the
can't you keep up. you
old'fool V "
" What the
do mean by crossing ? "
" Get out of my way. you damned old
! " etc., etc.
As soon as the first chukka is over, the unfortunate Grooms
come in for it. The scarletfaced, sweatsodden fiends
ride
in, and you hear :
" For
sake, why the
haven't you got the
saddle ready ? "
" Where the
have you put my
stick ? " etc., etc.
The game continues, getting more fast and furious.
At last it is all over, and the players ride in. Even before
they have dismounted their horns and tails are fast dissolving,
and by the time they have assembled on the Club Verandah,
they are all " nice people" again, chatting away with their
womenfolk about the game.
THE HUNTING FIELD. The night before The Meet, you
see a lot of charming men and pretty girls at a dance. You
notice one girl particularly. She is tall and slim, with hair
the colour of ripe corn, and the most lovely complexion. She
is obviously a most charming girl, and popular alike with men
and girls.
You have a few drinks with a man who strikes you as
being exceptionally nice and he seems to enjoy talking to you.
Next morning, at The Meet, you see him again : A pair
of horns has sprouted on his forehead, and a long forked tail
writhes our from his saddle !
He gives you a stony stare and shouts at the top of his
voice : " Get out of my way, you
old
, can't you see
my
etc., etc.
Later, in the middle of a run, you see your pretty girl.
What is she like now ? Diana of the Chase ? Oh, dear no.
A better description would be a Witch on a Broomstick, or a
Valkyrie pursued by Siegfried.
Her mouth is set in a hard thin line. Her flaxen
hair is
flying in the wind. Her scarlet face is splashed with mua.
Her blue eyes glitter like those of a sadistic wardress of some
dreadful female institution.
From her mouth pours out: " What the
are you
doing ? " " Get out of my
way, you
," etc., etc.
THE SHOW RING. The Dowager Countess of Something
or Other is a dear old thing. She has taken part in show
jumping for years and has won hundreds of Cups.
She is President of almost everything in her County, from
the Ladies' Branch of the British Legion to the Mother's Union.
She invariably dresses like a scarecrow, and looks just what
she is, a very charming elderly country lady.
Once mounted, however, she turns into a fiend
in the
shape of a desiccated old monkey.
She rides into the Ring.
Just in front of the Stand, her mount goes into instead
of over, the Water Jump. As she flies through the air, the
awed spectators hear : " What the
are you doing, you
," but it is cut off abruptly as she lands on her face in
the mud.
When I called to see her next morniirg, she was sitting up
in bed, and just as charming as ever.
Now, DO please tell me,
WHAT IS IT ABOUT HORSES THAT TURNS ALL THESE
VERY NICE PEOPLE INTO FIENDS ?
This is all meant to be in fun. The Honorable " Dicky,"
the Polo players, the Riders to Hounds, and the Titled Shoio
Ring Jumper exist only in my imagination and are not drawn
from any people I lcnoiv. I do not suppose there are any
sadistic Wardresses, but if there are I humbly apologise for
bringing them into the limelight.
I think The Honorable " Dicky" has made a mistake,
though we must jorgive him, as he is very old. I think he
loould have been more likely to have ridden a camel into action
at Omdurman. but—COULD you possibly have a camel called
" Black Bess " ?
J.R.C.C.
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"Quo Fas et Gloria Ducunt."
BATTLE HONOURS BORNE ON THE REGIMENTAL COLOUR :
The Sphinx, superscribed "Egypt."
"Vlmlera." "Oorunna," "Almaraz," "Vlttoria." "Pyrenees." "Nive."
"Orthes."
"Peninsula,"
"Punnlar,"
"Moodkee.
"Ferozeshah" "Aliwal," "Sobraon," "Alma," "Inkerman," Sevastopol,
Lucknow,
New Zealand,
Egypt, 1882,
"Nile, 188485." "South Africa, 190002," Afghanistan, 1919."

"Mons"

"Ypres,

1914,

'15,

BATTLE HONOURS BORNE ON THE KING'S COLOUR :
'17. '18,* "Hill 60," "Somme, 1916, '18," "Vimy, 1917," "Italy, 1917, '18,'
 Gaza," " Defence of Kut Al Almara," "Sharqat."

"Gallipoll, 1915.'

THE GREAT WAR BATTLE HONOURS—18 BATTALIONS :
"Mons," "Le Cateau," "Retreat from Mons," "Marne. 1914," "Aisne, 1914," "La Bassee, 1914," Messines, 1914, '17,'
"Frezenberg."
"Loos,"
"Somme,
1916,
*18,"
'Ypres, 1914, '15 '17, 18," "Hill 60," "Gravenstavel." "St. Julien,"
"FlersCourcelette,"
"Morval,"
"Thlepval,"
"Albert, 1916, '18," "Bazentin," "Delville Wood," "Pozieres," "Guillemont,"
'18."
"Vimy,
1917,"
"Scarpe,
1917,"
"Oppy,"
"Le Transloy," "Ancre Heights," "Ancre, 1916, *18," Arras,' '1917,
"Pilckem," "Langemarck, 1917," "Menin Road," "Polygon Wood," "Broodseinde," "Passchendaele," "Cambral, 1917, '18"
'
"Hazebrouck,"
"Kemmel,"
"Amiens,"
"Bapaume,
1918,"
"St. Quentin," "Rosieres," "Avre," Villers Bretonneux," "Lys,'
Quentin
Canal,"
"Courtral,"
"Selle,"
"S&mbre,'
"Hindenburg
Line,"
"Epehy,"
"Canal
du
Nord," "St.
"France and Flanders, 191418," "Italy, 1917, '18." "Suvla." "Landing at Suvla," "Scimitar Hill," "Gallipoll, 1915,"
" Rumani,"
" Egypt,
191516,"
" Gaza,"
" El Mughar,' ' "Jerusalem," "Jericho," 'Tell 'Asur," "Palestine, 1917, '18"
"Defence of Kut Al Amara," "Sharqat," "Mesopotamia, 191518."

QE&itorial
On behalf of all members of the Regiment, both past
and present, we offer our very best wishes to Brigadier
N. I. Whitty, D.S.O., on his retirement from the appointment
of Colonel of the Regiment, which he has held since 1st
October, 1946. Brigadier and Mrs. Whitty are on their
way to Southern Rhodesia, and we wish them both the
very best of luck, and hope it will not be too long before
they return to this country again to pay us a visit.
We offer our congratulations to Brigadier W. P. Oliver,

C.B., O.B.E., on his appointment to Colonel of the Regiment.

" An appreciation will be found elsewhere in this issue.

It is with very sincere and deep regret that we record
the death of Lt.Col. A. C. Corfe, D.S.O., who commanded
the 11th Battalion in the War of 191418.
A brief obituary notice appears elsewhere in this issue.
GOLF
The Regimental Golf Meeting will be held at Little
stone, on Saturday, April 23rd, followed by a match against
The Buffs on Sunday, April 24th.
.
Will those wishing to take part please send their names
to O.C. Depot, The Barracks, Maidstone, as soon as possi
ble, giving the following details: —
(i) Handicap.
(ii) Name of player with whom they would like
to play.
(iii) Whether they wish to play against The Bull's.
(iv) Whether accommodation is required at
Shorncliffe Barracks.

REGIMENTAL CRICKET
The following Regimental matches have so far been
arranged for the season: —
May 28th: v. Mote C.C. at Maidstone (Mote
ground).
June 1st: v. Queen's Royal Regiment at Guildford.
July 27th and 28th: v. The Buffs at Maidstone
(Depot ground).
July 29th and 30th: v. Band of Brothers at Maid
stone (Depot ground).
Will any Past or Present Members of the Regiment
who would like to play in these matches please send their
names to O.C. Depot, The Barracks, Maidstone.
The Editor acknowledges, with thanks, receipt of the
following journals: —
Dragon
Globe and Laurel
Tank
Snapper
St. George's Gazette
Borderers Chronicle
R.A.O.C. Journal
Royal Fusiliers Chronicle
Sapner
R.AS.C. Journal
Eagle
A.C.C. Journal
Wire
K.S.L I, and Herefordshire L.I.
Wish Stream
Firm
Manchester Regiment Gazette

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE
COURTLANDS,
HAYWARDS HEATH.

4th January, 1949.
" This month I hand over my duties as Colonel of the
Regiment to Brigadier W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E., who is
wellknown to many past and present members of the
Regiment. I am sure that he will carry out these duties
successfully and in the best interests of the Regiment.
" On giving up my appointment I would like to thank
most warmly all those many friends in the Regiment who
have helped so greatly to make my period in office such a
pleasant and happy one.
I have always regarded my
appointment as a great honour and it is with much regret
that I am compelled by circumstances to give it up. The
work during this postwar period of reconstruction has
been often difficult and always most interesting.
" I am shortly setting out with Mrs. Whitty to take up
residence in Southern Rhodesia and hope it will not be
long before we are back on a visit, but before we sail we
would wish the Regiment good fortune and all our friends
happiness and prosperity in the years to come."



Social and Personal
We have had many visitors to the Depot this month, they
included the Colonel of the Regiment, Brig. Oliver, Lt.Col.
Martyn Maj. Fyler, Capt. Cocksedge, Capt. St. Aubyn, Capt.
Rickcord, Lt. McMillen and three wellknown local personalities
Majs. LewisBarned, Leigh and Love.
*

*

*

*

Capt. L. M. Stopford, Secretary of the Kent Territorial
Army Association, also paid us a visit.
*

*

*

*

We congratulate Maj. Mines on his recent promotion
*

*

*

*

We have heard from Lt.Col. Macklin, D.P.M., B.T.A. Both
he and Mrs. Macklin are well and are making the most of
local amenities. They are looking forward to moving into their
own house shortly.
*

*

*

*

Congratulations to Capt. Winstanley on his marriage.
*

*

s

*

We have had a letter from Lt. I. A. Harrison, who is still
in hospital in Mundesley. We wish him a speedy recovery.

COLONEL OF THE REGIMENT
BRIGADIER W P. OLIVER, C.B„ O.B.E.

This month we publish a photograph of our new
Colonel of the Regiment.
Brigadier Oliver was born in 1901 and was educated
at Radley College. After passing through the R.M.C.,
Sandhurst, he was commissioned to the Regiment on 24th
December, 1920, and joined the 2nd Battafion in Cologne.
He was appointed Adjutant of that Battalion in 1928 whilst
stationed at Guernsey. He then became an Officer Instruc
tor at the Army School of Physical Training. After passing
through the Staff College he was posted to the 1st Battalion
in Secundembad in 1935. In the same year he was ap
pointed Stall Captain at Army Headquarters, India. Two
years later he was appointed G.S.O. 11 Meerut District.
In 1939 he rejoined the 1st Battalion. For the following
three years he held the post of G.S.O. II and G.S.O. I at
the Senior Officers' School, and G.S.O. 1 (S.D. and T.),
Southern Command. In 1941 he was appointed to the
command of a Battalion of The Welch Regiment, after
which he was appointed G.S.O. I (Ops.) Eastern Command,
and later, Deputy Director of Military Operations, War
Office.
In 1943 he was appointed B.G.S. Ninth Army, Syria
During the following three years he was Director of
Military Operations, and later, Chief of General Staff,
G.H.Q., Middle East.
He attended a Course at the Imperial Defence College
in 1947 and assumed Command of 31 Independent Infantry
Brigade, B.A.O.R., last year.
He was promoted Colonel in 1946, and Brigadier in
1947, and held the rank of MajorGeneral between 1945
1947.
His foreign decorations include the United States
Legion of Merit, degree of Commander, and the Greek
Grand Cross of the Royal Order of the Phoenix.
Brigadier Oliver's forebears held influential positions
in Maidstone in the 17th and 18th centuries, the names
of Gallant, Weldon and Dixon occurring in the lists of
Jurats, Chamberlains, and, in their turn, of Mayors, and
also in connection with the Church as Wardens of All
Saints' where their memorials still are. The Oliver family
window is on the West Side of the North door.
William Dixon was Recorder at Maidstone in 1687, and
the Oliver family have been connected with Sutton Valence
since 1804.
Brigadier Oliver married the only daughter of General
Sir John Brind, in October, 1938, and they have a son and
daughter.

We have also heard from Maj. J. B. Browne who was
ordained in December, 1947, and is now living at the Clergv
House, Leeds Parish Church, Leeds, 2.
*

*

*

#

Maj. (W.S. Lt.Col.) A. R. G. M. Edwards (exIndian Army),
who served with the Regiment some years ago, has recently
retired with the Hon. Rank of Brig.
*
*
V
s
We have heard from Lt.Col. E. J. Newall whose address
is now Ngamba Farm, P.O. Mbosi, Tanganyika.


*

*

*

We hear that Maj. H. B. H. Waring has become Bde. Maj.
to Z?? .(Kent and Sussex) Inf. Bde., T.A., Tunbridge Wells,
and Maj. M. G. M. Archer has been posted to the War Office.
4
ENGAGEMENT

TRAVERS—HAMNE.—The engagement is announced between
Harry Hamilton, eldest son of Lt.Col. R. L. Travers. O.B.E.,
and Mrs. Travers, Murragh, Enniskean, County Cork, Eire'
and Berit Margareta, only daughter of Direktor and Fru
K. E. Hamne, of Hamregard, Vasteras, Sweden.

B
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WE WANT TO MAKE THE GAZETTE A BETTER
MAGAZINE, BUT CAN ONLY DO SO IF YOU ASSIST.

i
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YOU CAN HELP BY:—

B

B

Prompt

§j

Constructive criticism.

S

Obtaining new subscribers.

1
1

i

«

.

payment of subscriptions.

.

.
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Sending us interesting articles a n d
for publication.

s
I

Submitting articles and photos in suitable time
for publication by 20th of previous month.

i

Photographs

K
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|
i
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
21, Edgehill House,
Loughborough. Road,
Brixton, S.W.9.
22/12/1948.

To the Editor, " Q.O.G."
Sir,
It may interest you to know that the MS. referred to is
a copy of the old Marine Dinner Tattoo, as played by drummers
of the 1st Bn., and which Brig. Whitty expressed a wish to
obtain. The ceremony was reintroduced in 1926, whilst the
1st Bn. was stationed at Poona, Lt.Col. Buchanan Dunlop
commanding. I am proud to say that on appointment to
Boy Drummer, Penny and I were chosen to play on the open
ing occasion—Penny the flautist and I the drummer (side).
There ceremony was handed down from the 1st Bn's. earlier
times as a Marine Unit, and is, I believe, an unique one in
Army ceremonial. I believe I am correct in saying that the
1926 ceremony, in which I took part, was the first
in the
1st Bn., for a number of years. If you print this for your
personal column in " The Q.O.G.," perhaps someone can put
me right there, if I or my memory are at fault.
Now for some news of old 1st Bn. members. I frequently
run into " Pop " Solly, who is now employed with the
Admiralty at Whitehall. He looks, perhaps, a trifle thinner,
otherwise much the same as I remember him when serving in
Poona, Madras or Bangalore. Most 1st Bn. exmembers remem
ber Johnnie Gammell, our welterweight champion in India
and I am pleased to say he is a near neighbour of mine. I took
him down to Maidstone for this year's reunion, where we both
met many old comrades, but if you should ever hear from
Cannacott, of the 1st Bn., you can mention that Johnnie was
very disappointed not to have seen his old pal there. Bill
Bailey, of Penge, is a frequent visitor to both Gammell and
myself and I sometimes see Harry Randall and once Chalk,
of old D Coy.
In conclusion, I would like to say that I am proud to
still be able to wear the one and only cap badge, having
managed'to get into the 4th Bn., T.A., at Penge and serving
under Lt.Col. C. A. de B. Brounlie.
Yours faithfully,
James Robert Penwick,
(No. 6338781) late 1st Bn., Drums and A Coy.
49, Courtenay Road,
Maidstone.
1st February, 1949.

The Editor, " Q.O.G."
Dear Editor,
I wonder how many of the Regiment who listened to
Wilfred Pickles' broadcast recently from the Royal Hospital,
Chelsea, realised the significance of the remarks made by one
of the InPensioners who was interviewed, said that he served
with the Worcestershire Regt. in the " Starving Eighth" in
South Africa.
The Eighth Division was commanded by Maj.Gen. Rundle,
hence also the nickname " Rundle's Greyhounds."
The Division, of which the 2nd Bn., " The Queen's Own "
was one of the units was formed at Aldershot early in 1900.
Tire Bn. came home from Egypt to mobilise, proceeding to
South Africa in March that year.
After disembarking at Port Elizabeth we stayed a few days,
entrained in open trucks to Edenburg.
After leaving all spare kit behind to be sent to Bloemfon
tein, we left on Easter Sunday night, 1900, to try and inter
cept De Wet before he got back into Natal through Basutoland.
We did not see a railway line again for about nine months
and each day found us further away from the supply base.
Five biscuits a day was the ration, but more often it was
four or three, sometimes two.
Owing to the Brigade being so far away from the main
line, convoys were either captured by the Boers or turned
back, therefore we had to live on what was found in deserted
mills, etc. The towns and farms we came to were all deserted,
in fact, for a long time we did not see any outside the troops.
At one time, all we had for a period of nine weeks was
a cupful of dry mealie flour a day.
The reason for the nickname " Rundle's Greyhounds " was
given owing to the number of miles we marched—20 and over
were common.
There were no bakeries or canteens to back us up, in fact,
I do not think we had a loaf of bread all the time we were
on the Veldt. Nothing could be bought in any towns, not
even in Pretoria.
At Christmas time in Frankfort we were given an extra
ration, of a tin of sliced bacon, tin of jam between 16 men ana
one extra biscuit.

We were chasing Botha out of Natal and got so far away
from the railway that all the rations on the wagons amounted
to 1J biscuits per man and a 71b. tin of " Bully" between
three men.
This was issued and had to last until we got back to
Volksiust, which was five
days' march, somewhere between
80 and 90 miles !
The clothing question also became acute, many of us were
issued with an oat sack because there were no trousers to he
had. My word, didn't they chafe !
No baths or water to wash in, nearly every one had a
beard and long hair. We used to march at dawn and keep
going until dusk, so that no time could be spared to shave, etc.
After peace was signed in May, 1902, the Bn. formed up
again in Weilbron and marched to Kroonstad.
This was the last and we entniined for Cape Town, where
we were given five days' go as you please. Readers can imagine
how advantage was taken of this. We were in a P.O.W. Camp
at Wynberg, in the shadow of Table Mountain. Coy. Officers
came round every morning shaking a bag of quids, asking if
any one wanted any.
Enough was taken to last the day. Cape Town in those
days was a very pleasant city and most were sorry when we
embarked en route for Ceylon, which was reached a few days
before Christmas, 1902.
C. G. Stringer.
Ex4629.
68, The Avenue,
Wallsend,
NewcastleonTyne.
Dear Sir,
I wish to take this opportunity of wishing all members
of the Regiment, past and present, best wishes and every
success for the coming year. Since being demobbed—I am 'bus
driving in Newcastle—I look forward every month to my copy
of "The Q.O.G." I see there are still.a few members left in
the Sgts'. Mess that I served with in peace time and during
the war years. Please convey my regards to R.S.M. " Tim"
Haley. I was looking through some snaps the other day and
I forward one which many old members of the Regiment will
remember only too well—the " March to Homonabad." The
snap is of Cpl. "Boggy" Marsh offering up a prayer to the
last milestone before entering camp.
I hope to try and get down next year and look you all up.
Yours very sincerely,
ExSgt. (Kay) Francis, 6341759.
[ Editor.—Regrets that the photograph was unsuitable for
reproduction.]
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Promotions and Appointments
EXTRACTS FROM THE LONDON GAZETTE

REGULAR ARMY—R.W.K.
Brig. William Passfield Oliver, C.B., O.B.E. (18260), late Inf.,
to be Col., 17th January, 1949, vice Col. (Hon. Brig.) Noel Irwine
Whitty, D.S.O. (3361), late Inf., who has resigned the appoint
ment.
Capt. (Q.M.) R. E. C. Mines, M.B.E. (77372), to be Maj.
(Q.M.), 17th January, 1949.
Maj. (War Subs. Lt.Col.) A. R. G. M. Edwards, C.B.E.
(47676), Special List (exInd. Army) retd., is granted the Hon.
rank of Brig., 27th December, 1948.
The undermentioned Capts. to be Majs., 30th January, 1949:
(War Subs. Maj) D. B. Rooke, M.C. (67174).
T. T. W. Stanyon (67175).
M. R. L. Grove (67177).
SHORT SERVICE COMMISSION
Lt. Robert Keith Charles (364607), from Emerg. Commn., to
be Lt., 1st December, 1948, with seniority, 6th January, 1947.
TERRITORIAL ARMY
Capt. K. C. Meyrick (105009) is granted the actg. rank of
Maj., 29th October, 1948.
Lt. John Hayes (220370). from R. North'd. Fus. Emerg.
Commn., to be Lt., 7th October, 1948, with seniority, 1st
October, 1942.
Lt. Edward John Walter Gibson ("360450), from Emerg.
Commn.. to be 2nd Lt.. 7th October, 1948, with seniority, 22nd
December, 1945, and is granted the actg. rank of Lt., 7th
October, 1948.

WEDDING OF CAPTAIN R. G. WINSTANLEY
4

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & DEATHS
BIRTH

BUCKLE.—On 19th January, 1949, at Woking, to Angela, wife
of Maj. P. C. M. Buckle, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment, a daughter—Sarah.

TERRITORIAL ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS
Capt. H. A. Woolley, T.D. (52272), from Active List, to be
Capt., 1st October, 1948, retaining his present seniority.
The undermentioned, having exceeded the age limit,
relinquish their Commns, 15th January, 1949 : —
Lt. R. J. G. Cartmell (45880), retaining the rank of Lt.
Lt. E. C. H. Compton (45879), retaining the rank of Lt.
Lt. T. Wells (45892), retaining the rank of Lt.
Lt.Col. A. F. Hooper, O.B.E., T.D. (7513), having exceeded
the age limit, relinquishes his commn., 29th January, 1949,
retaining the rank of Lt.Col.



MARRIAGE

WINSTANLEY—WATT.—At St. Andrew's Church, Ilford, Essex,
Capt. R. G. Winstanley, of 1st Bn„ The Queen's Own Royal
West Kent Regt., was married to Miss Audrey Watt, only
daughter of the late Commander C. D. Watt of Kericho
and Mombasa, Kenya, and Mrs. C. M. Watt, of Ilford Essex.
Capt. K. E. Bantock, late Adjt., 1st Bn., was best man
and a number of Officers, past and present, of the Regt.
were present.
DEATHS

CORFE.—Col. A. C. Corfe, D.S.O., on 30th January, 1949.
Buried at Brookwood Cemetery at 11.30 a.m., on Friday,
4th February, 1949.
HALE.—ExSgt. A. Hale, at Orpington Hospital, on 11th January,
1949.
HART.—Maj. A. C. Hart, of Ely Crescent, Rottingdean, Sussex.
(Full details not received.)
KITE.—Mr. C. Kite, Star and Garter Home, Richmond, Surrey,
on 16th January, 1949.
Buried in the Soldiers' portion of Richmond Cemetery.
MARSH.—Mr. A. Marsh, at Deal, on 23rd December, 1948.
To the dependants of all the above we extend our sincere
sympathy.

ARMY RESERVES OF OFFICERS
The War Office announce that the lists of the Army
Reserves of Officers are now being revised, and that officers and
exofficers of the following classes are invited to join either
the Regular Army Reserve of Officers or the Army Officers'
Emergency Reserve : —
(a) Regular exofficers who resigned with less than 10
years' service.
(b) Released emergency commissioned officers.
(c) Exofficers who have relinquished short service com
missions since the end of the war, and
(d) Retired and released officers formerly of the Indian
Army whether they held regular or emergency
commissions.
Officers with the time to spare should join the T.A., but
those who cannot do so are urged to apply to join one of the
Reserves. Particulars from all Territorial and Auxiliary Forces'
Associations, Army Recruiting Offices, Regimental Depots or the
War Office, S.W.I. Officers overseas should apply to nearest
Command G.H.Q. or to the War Office. Separate arrangements
have been made for Released Officers of the Supplementary
Reserve and Territorial Army, and also released Women
Officers.
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The Bn. were honoured to
receive the following telegram,
addressed to the Commanding
Officer, from Her Royal Highness
The Duchess of Kent, Colonel
inChief of the Regiment:
I send you and the officers
and all ranks of the First Bn.
my best wishes for Christmas
and the New Year.
Marina.
The Commanding Officer
despatched the following tele
gram in reply to the Private
Secretary to Her Royal Highness
The Duchess of Kent:
Please convey to our
ColonelinChief,
Christmas
greetings and best wishes for
the New Year, from all ranks,
First Bn., The Queen's Own
Royal West Kent Regiment.
Please also convey to her
our thanks for her gracious
telegram.
Just before Christmas, the
Bn. has had to say goodbye to
Maj. S. Rose and Capt. D. N.
Court, both of whom have been
with us since our early days at
Shorncliffe.
Maj. S. Rose is
leaving to assume the appointment of D.A.A.G., Second Echelon,
B.A.O.R., and he will be sadly missed in B Coy., which he
commanded throughout his time with the Bn. He leaves behind
a particularly fine Regimental Room, which we hope will always
remain as a fitting tribute to the work that he has done for
the Bn. Capt. Court, who has been Adjt. since May, 1948.
leaves us to attend the next course at the Staff College and
we hope that the experience that he has gained while doing
this arduous task during the difficult days of reorganization
will prove of great value to him on the course.
In conclusion all ranks of the Bn. join together in wishing
both these officers the very best of luck in the future. They
will certainly be missed.
We congratulate Cant. R. E. C. Cocksedge on his appoint
ment as the new Adjt. of the Bn., and Lt. D. Blum on his
appointment as Assistant Adjt.
On the 30th December the Bn. were honoured with a two
day visit from Brig. N. I. Whitty, D.S.O., Colonel of the Regi
ment. The occasion was, however, a sad one, as it was the last
visit of Brig. N. I. Whitty before he relinquishes his appoint
ment of Colonel of the Regiment, on his departure from
England to live in Rhodesia.
Brig. Whitty, on his arrival, proceeded straight to St. John
Moore's Plain to inspect the Bn., drawn up by Companies in
line under the Commanding Officer. Also on parade were Maj.
A. R. Fyler (2nd i/c.), Capt. R. E. C. Cocksedge (Adjt.), a
Colour Party carrying the Regimental Colour of the 50th Foot,
under Lt. McMillan. Band and Drums of " The Queen's Own "
and R.S.M. McCloughlin. Brig. Whitty was received with a
General Salute and after walking down the lines, he returned
to the saluting base to receive the salute of the Bn. as they
marched past in column of platoons.
After the marchpast, the Bn. formed a hollow square and
Brig. Whitty then presented the Grove Trust Prizes for 1948
to the following N.C.O's. :
For Outstanding Work on Training—
Sgt. Boorer, H.Q. Coy.
Sgt. Dowing, D Coy.

j:

For Outstanding Work in Administrative Matters—
Sgt. Jamieson, 2 (D.) Coy.
For Shooting—
Band Sgt. McCracken, H.Q. Coy.
After congratulating the winners of these awards, Brig.
Whitty addressed the Bn. and the proceedings concluded with
three cheers being given for our Colonel by the whole Bn.
Despite the strong wind and extreme cold, the Bn. were
very pleased to see Col. W. V. Palmer, Mrs. Martyn, Mrs. Read
and the Misses Palmer among those who watched the parade.
In order to commemorate the last visit of Brig. Whitty as
Colonel of the Regiment, the remainder of the day was declared
a recreational half holiday to be devoted in the main to enter
taining Brig. Whitty and playing games. Prior to lunch Brig.
Whitty was entertained in the Sgts'. Mess and after lunch a
Bn. versus The Rest golf meeting was held at the Folkestone
golf course, with Brig. Whitty, Lt.Col. Brounlie and Maj.
Keenlyside representing The Rest and Lt.Col. Martyn, Maj.
Fyler and Maj. Thomas representing the Bn.
In the evening a Regimental Guest Night was held in the
Officers' Mess, with Brig. Whitty as the guest of honour. While
other Regimental guests included Col. W. V. Palmer, Col. V. S.
Clarke. Lt.Col. E. S. Kerr, Lt.Col. C. A. de B. Brounlie, Lt.Col.
A. J. Coe and Maj. C. H. Keenlyside. Musical selections were
played throughout the evening by the Regimental Band, under
Bandmaster Jackson, and at the end of the evening the
general ooinion was the proceedings had compared very favour
ably with orewar guest nights.
Brig. Whitty departed next morning, bringing to an end a
very memorable occasion and one that will long be remembered.
In conclusion, all ranks of the Bn. join together in wishing
both Brig, and Mrs. Whitty and their family the very best of
luck and happiness in Rhodesia. They need have no fear that
they will ever be forgotten, and we only hope that in the years
to come they will be frequent visitors to the Bn., whenever
they are in England.
*

->

*

»

Since the above was written, official notification has been
received that H.M. The King has been pleased to appoint Brig.
W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E., to be Colonel. The Queen's Own
Royal West Kent Regiment in succession to Brig. Whitty. We
congratulate our new Colonel on his appointment and we look
forward to the pleasure of seeing him and Mrs. Oliver in the
near future.
*
*
«
s
Prior to proceeding on Christmas leave, the Bn. held a
number of parties at Shorncliffe, which included an officers'
and an all ranks' dance, a children's party for all married
families in the camp and also two children's cinema shows.
The children's party, held in Napier gym., was an outstanding
success and we congratulate Mrs. Martyn, Maj. and Mrs. Guy,
Maj. and Mrs. Duffield and all others who worked so hard in
arranging this party. Events included a Punch and Judy show,
community singing, an enormous tea and finally a distribution
of presents to every child by Father (Duffield) Xmas.
The bulk of the Bn. were able to get away for five days'
leave at Christmas, but those unfortunates who had to take
their leave after Xmas in order to guard the camp, had a very
quiet, but comparatively restful holiday. An excellent Xmas
dinner was produced by the staff of the Dining Hall, which was
served by all the Officers, W.O's, and Sgts. who were in camp,
as is customary on this occasion. The Commanding Officer and
Maj. Rose were also present.
The Bn. has had a number of visitors during the month,
which have included Col. Emmanuel of the Abyssinian Army,
two Burmese Officers doing an attachment to the British Army
and a party of County Cadet Force Commanders. All these
visitors were extremely interested to see National Service
actually taking place on the ground.
The Bn. hockey team gained an excellent victory in the
Second Round of the Army Cup, 5—2, against 47 Coast Regt.,
R.A., at Dover. The match was played in appalling conditions,
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which included a gale and driving rain, and the Bn. were
greatly indebted to Pte. Morris who, by brilliant play, scored
four goals. The Bn. now meet the Royal Engineers, Chatham,
in the final of the District Tournament, the winner of which
will contest the final of the Eastern Command Championship
for a place in the semifinal of the competition proper. We
shall have to be at our best against the Royal Engineers, who
are the actual holders of the Army Hockey CUD.
The Bn. starts a new year at Shorncliffe" with the hope
that the coming year will be as successful and happy as the
one just past. We expect to be as busy as ever, all the time,
but with the experience gained during the last year we are
confident that we shall be able to maintain the good name
of the Regiment at the same heights that it has always
enjoyed in the past, and we hope that the other Regiments of
the Home Counties Bde. will have no cause to complain that
we have failed in the duty to them which our present role
entails.
R.C.W.T.

We congratulate the Bn. team on winning their first
match in the Folkestone Small Bore League as under :
1 R.W.K., 531 points.
3 C.I.C., 496 points.
Scores : C.S.M. Swanson 93, C.S.M. Benn 91, Lt. Groom 89.
*

PERSONAL
*

*

*

*

We congratulate Pte. Williams, R.A.M.C., attached H.Q. Coy.,
on his promotion to L/Cpl.

*

s

*

*

During December the Bn. was visited by a War Office
Intelligence Corps Exhibition, which displayed a large collection
of exhibits relating to different foreign armies.




*



Officer P.T. classes on two evenings a week are now taking
place in Moore gym., under Q.M.S.I. Badham, A.P.T.C.
*

*

»

*

The First Bn. CrossCountry Run of the season was held
on 21st December over a fourmile course. Over seven hundred
members of the Bn. took part and the first twelve men home
wer'e as folows :
1 Sgt. Clemens
C
7 L/Cpl. Wood
H.Q.
2 Lt. Strong
A
8 Cfn. Ogly
B
3 Lt. Clarke
C
9 Pte. Relf
D
4 Pte. Docharty
A
10 Pte. Wareham
H.Q.
5 L/Cpl. Divan
H.Q.
11 Cpl. Pace
B
6 Pte. Finn
D
12 Pte. Knight
A
*

*

*

s

The results of the last two InterPlatoon PassingOut
Competitions were as follows :
15th December—D Coy. 1st, C Coy. 2nd, B Coy. 3rd.
5th January—B Coy. 1st, A Coy. 2nd, D Cov. 3rd.
*

«

"*

»

We congratulate L/Cpl. May on being selected to box for
the Army against B.A.O.R.
*
*
*
X
Members of the old Second Bn. will be interested to hear
that arrangements have now been completed to put on the
road the two Regimental 'Buses purchased bv the Second Bn.
in Germany. These 'buses will be used, instead of hiring
civilian coaches, to move sporting teams and the Band.
*

*

*

*

The following films have been shown in the unit cinema
during the month of December :
" Easy Come and Easy Go."
" Great Expectations."
" No Time to Live."
" The Razor's Edge."
" How to Play Cricket and Football."
*

*

*

»

O.R.Q.M.S. Catt, who is in charge of the Bn. Orderly Room,
has just returned from a well earned leave. We understand
that he has spent most of his leave watching football, as
O.R.Q.M.S. Catt is a keen supporter of Chelsea and Tooting,
and any team who defeats tlie" Arsenal.
*

*

*

*

We congratulate B Coy. on winning the Bn. Miniature
Range Shooting Competition (second series); D Coy. were
runnersup.
*

*

*

*

The following boys have enlisted in the Band of The Queen's
Own Royal West Kent Regiment:
Boy Carey, A.
Boy Lovell, P.
$
*
m
*
We welcome Maj. M. R. Read. M.C., R.W.K., and Mrs.
Read. He has just arrived from a staff appointment in Egypt.
He has now taken command of B Coy.

*

*

*

*

*

*

The Band have received information that they will be
required to take part in the Second Kent Territorial Recruit
ing Week, which starts on 10th February.
*
S
*
*
The Bn. Poppy Day collection on 11th November raised
the sum of £17/9/4.
*

*

«

*

We congratulate S.S.I. Mills, A.P.T.C., attached to the
Bn., on being awarded his Army Basket Ball Colours for 1948.
*

We congratulate Sgt. Parker on obtaining a grading,
" Distinguished," on a Platoon Weapons Course at Hythe.

*

Lt. Groom has now assumed the appointment of M.T.O.,
vice Capt. Dunglinson, who has been posted to Abyssinia. We
wish Capt. and Mrs. Dunglinson the best of luck.

*

*

*

We congratulate Col. Bamett and Pte. Morris on being
selected to play for Eastern Command against Southern Com
mand at Rugby.
Maj. R. C. W. Thomas has now completed the Bn. cricket
fixture card for 1949, and over 35 matches have been arranged,
including fixtures
against such good clubs as Trinity College,
Cambridge, National Provincial Bank, Buchaneers, Dover,
Folkestone, St. Lawrence, Mote, Chinghoppers and Hythe.
-

$

*

#

We congratulate Cpl. and Mrs. McCluskey on the birth of
their daughter on 17th November.
*

i

*

*

The following is a list of officer appointments held in the
Bn. as on 1st January, 1949 :
Band President—Maj. R. C. W. Thomas, O.B.E.
Fire Officer—Capt. J. Page.
National Savings—Capt. D. Monckton, M.C.
Horticulture—Capt. Weaving.
Salvage—Maj. B. A. Pond, M.B.E.
Unit Sports Officer—Maj. A. R. Fyler.
Sailing—Capt. Ambrose.
Athletics—Capt. D. O. Iliffe.
Squash—Capt. J. St. Aubyn.
Rugger—Lt. McMillan.
Football—Lt. Hammant.
CrossCountry—Lt. Nicholl.
Hockey—Maj. R. C. W. Thomas, O.B.E.
Boxing—Lt. Osborne.
Swimming—Lt. McMillan.
Cricket—Maj... R. C. W. Thomas, O.B.E.
Q.O.G.—Maj. R. C. W. Thomas, O.B.E.
s
*
*
*
We congratulate Maj. A. R. Fyler on being selected to
represent Kent v. Surrey at squash on 16th January.

"A"

Training Company

There have been several changes in the Staff since we last
went to press. Sgt. Atkins has been in hospital for the last
three weeks and is recovering from an operation; we wish him
a speedy return.
Sgt. Bidmead (M.M.) has been transferred to No. 2 D. Coy.,
where he is training cadets. Cpl. Knight has also left us to
train O.R. l's in D Training Coy. We are very sorry to lose
them both and wish them every success in their new Coys.
Cpls. Allwork and Cotton have gone off on their Pre
Release Courses and so we shall be losing them shortly to
their civilian jobs.
Sgt. Tonothy has just returned from Hythe, where he
obtained an excellent report.
On the afternoon of 9th December the Coy. turned out
for a Christmas football match—Officers and Sgts. versus Cpls.
and Privates. At the kickoff both teams gathered, suitably
attired in fancy dress. Lt. PerretYoung deserves mention for
appearing as " Harvey," but most praise is due to Cpl. Sutton,
who appeared clad in a grass skirt and wearing a necklace of
Drill Rounds. The referee (Pte. Ritchie, 5 Pin.) had great
difficulty in controlling the teams from the start, but more
especially during a smoke screen, laid on by the effectsman
at the end of the first
half. Half time came very suddenly
and play was resumed before either the goalkeepers had time
to realise what had happened. While this was going on, Lt.
Bosworth managed to beat (up) the Cpls". and Ptes'. goal
keeper, but the goal was awarded to the Cpls. Half way
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through the second half, play was held up while an outbreak
of fire in the Officers' goalwas dealt with but carried on to
the noise of thunderflashes, which with great difficulty had
been extracted from C.S.M. Davis.
The final score was four goals to the Cpls. and Ptes. and
one for the Officers and Sgts., but mention must be made of
several scored by spectators.

"C" Training Company
Christmas comes but once a year they say, and we in C
Coy. are very thankful that this is so, for if we had the same
amount of work all the year round we would all be in our
graves.
Due to the reorganization of training in the Unit, C Coy.
was six Pins, strong just before Christmas and everyone was
working very hard indeed. We had the rather odd situation
of a Pin. 83strong, with only Sgt. Bartle and L/Cpl. Tilley
in charge. It was only for a few days, however, and when two
Pins, passed out, the situation became rather more normal.
And then Christmas—
All the tickets were bought by Lt. Osborne, and when he
arrived at the booking office with an order for tickets worth
£112 there was a slight flap.
But all the Coy. got off on leave
in time, with the exception of the few unfortunates who had
to stay behind to safeguard the camp, and Lt. Osborne, who
forgot to buy his own ticket.
Among the new arrivals in the Coy. is Lt. C. S. Clarke,
formerly of the Foresters, who now has a Regular Commission
in the Regiment. Sgts. Waite and Duffy have joined the Coy.
from 1st Royal Sussex and have eased the burden on the
shoulders of the other instructors.
One of the highlights of the sporting world was the Cross
country Run, held just before Christmas. The Coy. did very
well, Sgt. Clemens coming 1st and Lt. Clarke 3rd. Sgt. Stoner,
Cpl. Lander and Pte. Phipps, all " Queen's Own" men, were
also well placed.
Football has been rather in the background recently, owing 
to the state of the pitches, taut
the Coy. continues to hold
2nd place in the Bn. League. A great asset to the team is
L/Cpl. Norris, who is the Bn. goalkeeper, and we are wondering
whether the birth of a daughter, Susan, will upset his foi'm.
We hope not, Norris.
E.C.O.

 "D" Training Company
Since the last issue, Coy. organization has changed again.
The Cadet Pins., with Lts. MacMillan and Mathews, Sgts. Smith
and Parker, have set up their flag in 2 (Drafting) Coy.
We
are sorry to see them go, and will miss their contribution in Coy.
sport. We have now started the new system, whereby a whole
Intake is taken by one Coy. Our Intake, the first of its kind,
arrived on the 6th January, and formed four Pins.
Weather has prevented any serious sport, and we are
reorganizing our teams and plan trials in the near future.
In the Miniature Range InterCoy. Competition we gained
second place, after a contest lasting seven weeks.
Sgts. Parker and Chaplin have returned from a Platoon
Weapons Course at the School of Infantry, Hythe, with
respective gradings of " D" and " AX," upon which we con
gratulate them. At the farewell parade, taken by Brig. Whitty,
D.S.O., Sgt. Dowsing was presented with the annual prize for
outstanding work in training matters. Further congratulations.
We welcome the arrival of Lt. Winstanley, 2/Lt. Girling,
Cpls. Kent and Rigby, and say goodbye to 2/Lt. Humphries,
who has left us for the warmer clime of West Africa.
The number five platoon of the last National Service Intake
won the PassingOut Competition, the credit being largely due
to Sgt. Neal and his platoon Cpls., and Lt. Mannering, the
Pin. Commander, who unfortunately has left D Coy. to attend
an M.T. course at Borden. We hope to continue as success
fully, and are bound to win the PassingOut Competition next
time as it will consist solely of D Coy. !
J.S.F.

H.Q. Company
Ah ! Woe is me.
Just as I closed my diary, to proceed to my lawful place
of abode, behold ! the door opened and a very well known
voice remarked : " This will shake you. I want you to produce
the Q.O.G. correspondence by tomorrow morning, and, by the
way, apologise for having forgotten it for the last six months."
So again I say : Woe is me, and proceed to extend my union
hours and oblige.
As may not be realized by some, but is certainly known
by most, Headquarter Coy. consists of numerous small forma
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tions such as Band, Drums. Admin. Pins., etc. The thing that
most do not know is that we have mysterious formations
known as " Pool Employed," Permanent Cadre, etc. These
mysterious forces are the cause of large mathematical prob
lems, and even larger headaches to the powers that be, in
trying to work out where they can best be fitted
in without
other " powers " suddenly realizing that they are " Backsheesh "
and so extracting them for the correct employment.
Capt. Grimshaw, the present O.C., has spent numbers of
valuable hours working it out, and I am sure the solution
will not be found this side of my military service.
Now to more information. The Coy. was well represented
on the recent parade in which we marched past Brig. N. I.
Whitty, D.S.O., as a farewell parade, which we did with many
regrets for the handing over by so wellknown and loved a
soldier. We wish him every success in his new sphere, and at
the same time we extend a welcome to the new Colonel of
the Regiment, which has been published as Brig. W. P. Oliver.
C.B.. O.B.E. May he find us well worth all the work entailed
in the job.
Oh ! Shades of No. 14 Pin. at P.T. parades of 1925 to
1937 (that is my own recollection of W.P.).
During the parade. Brig. Whitty presented well deserved
awards, from the Grove Trust, to individuals and I here and
now record that two were members of H.Q., namely, Sgts.
Boorer and McCracken. both bringing honour to themselves
and the Coy. We heartily congratulate both of them.
The new pay rates have caused a pay conscious Coy. to
become even more so that way. As a result, Bill Harden (Pop)
has been putting in plenty of overtime with his hardworking
staff. If you only heard some of the theories put forward as
how a man can suddenly become five Star, when he was only
three before, it would make anyone realize that there must
be a " steadying influence" somewhere.
That " steadying
influence' is getting bald and haggard, but has been grateful
for the assistance given at the sticky moments. Oh ! Shades
of Woking, when thy name was " Peanut."
Christmas leave caused some excitement—" What rate of
pay would be paid?" "Can we get Priv. leave on top of Christmas
leave ?" and numerous other questions. All properly settled
and Christmas started and finished
with everybody having
apparently had their proper whack of the good things usual at
that time, including those unfortuhates who spent it in
Barracks. We have heard numbers of resolutions for the New
Year, mostly to do with " no smoking," " no extra pay," " no
C.B.," etc., etc.
In the world of sport the Coy. has been well represented
and the " Old 'Uns" can still show them how it is done.
" Bill" Harden still wields a useful hockey stick and also
knows how to umpire. We only hope that his legs will not
get any shorter with so much running about. The O.C., Capt.
Grimshaw, can also show a useful leg when it comes to stren
uous games as crosscountry running and hockey, etc.
Incidentally, the Coy. Small Bore team recently came 3rd in
the Bn. League, which was not bad (one bad shoot lost us the
first place). Hard luck. Incidentally, the aggregate service of
the team of four was somewhere in the region of 92 years.
Members of the team were Capt. Grimshaw, Lt. H. D. Groom,
C.S.M. Kettle and Pte Waters. "What about the youngsters
having a go ! "
The Bn. is taking part in the Folkestone League Small
Bore Shooting and out of a team of six, the abovenamed Coy.
team, plus C.S.M. Swanson. of H.Q. Coy., are members. Not
bad is it ?
The activities of individuals are too numerous to mention
in turn, but the thing that strikes very forcibly is the small
numbers of younger soldiers who take part. Now it is up to
them to take their place in the various teams which represent
the Coy. in the field of sport.
These notes would be incomplete without reference to the
champion " Nominal Roll Wollapers" employed in the Coy.
Office. One copy per day is child's play these days, and it
only consists of 346 names, etc. When not doing this they
are arguing about the next war. Cpl. Rice says " No," Cpl.
Proctor says, gloomily, " In the next two years," etc., etc.
" Atlas," the lad employed in the Pay Office, is Ration Allow
ance bound at the moment, and very badly bound too. " The
President" is busy telling the " Steadying Influence" what
he said to " Chunky " and " Pop " is busy working out how NOT
to get A.F. 1571's debited to his account "Chunky" is busy doing
inspections after "Lights Out," especially to the Sgts'. Mess
accounts. One person who cannot be missed is "How Green (E.)
is My Valley," with his perpetual wangles and moans about the
slate quarry they deliver each week.
Sgt. Whitfield is busy " Sorting 'em out" from past leave
counterfoils and he is getting quite expert, having been
" Orderly Buff " for so long.
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Now I begin to feel that you know us after so long a
period and also that I have fulfilled the duty since that well
known voice said : " This will shake you," etc., etc. (see first
para.). So I close this contribution with best wishes for the
New Year to all our readers, and apologise to any of those
named. We do not mean to be undisciplined, it is just the
fact that such contributions allow for a slight relaxation for
the edification of all. Any one we have not named wants to
watch our next contribution; we may be able to oblige.
However, we are doing very nicely, thank you, and will
still be " The Coy." after all is said and done. If you do not
believe it, see our football results—we have not lost a match
yet.
Boxing is well represented in the gallant and successful
performances in the novice and more experienced spheres by
L/Cpl. Redgwell and Ptes. Olley, and " Slasher" Greene."
Pretty good, eh ! but what about a few more youngsters—in
all branches ?
Numerous members of the Coy. have disappeared into
" civvy street" recently, and we wish them all the best of
luck. Maj. Duffield, G. W., has recently been Released and
was heard to remark : " You will gjve a sigh of relief." We
were very sorry to see him finished
with the Coy.—after all,
when a person has been a familiar and working member of a
service for about 26 years, a gap must appear in the ranks
when he leaves. We give full appreciation for his cheerful and
hardworking presence as a " civvy," as he can now be seen
running around the Barracks in a civilian capacity. We wish
him and family all the best in his new job and in the future.
Note : For remainder of Coy. activities see contributions
from " Band and Drums," etc.
" Peanut " (Original 1923).

Amalgamation of 4th and 5th Battalions
The amalgamation of the 4th and 5th Bns. is now awaiting
Royal Assent, and as the 4th Bn. has now taken over a part
of the old area of the 5th Bn., and several old members of
that Bn. have enlisted into the 4th, it is hoped that the final
amalgamation will be not long delayed, as this may encourage
many more ex5th Bn. to join the ranks of the then 4/5th Bn.
4th Battalion Reunion
The first Annual Reunion to be held since the war took
place on November 6th. 1948. at Bn. H.Q. Tonbridge. This
was attended by well over 200. Considering that three years
have lapsed since the Bn. was disbanded this great response
from old members of the Bn., scattered throughout the country,
shows that the " esprit de corps " is as strong as ever. It was
agreed by all that the evening was a real success and that
this function should become an annual event.
The Chair was taken by Lt.Col. W. Nash, M.B.E., T.D.
Honorary Colonel of the 4th Bn. We were also honoured by
the presence of the Colonel of the Regiment. Col. N. I. Whitty,
D.S.O., and Lt.Col. J. H. Laverty, D.S.O., M.C., of the Essex
Regiment, who commanded the Bn. at Kohima.
Recruiting
The main recruiting functions during the year were dis
plays given at Tunbridge Wells Agricultural Show, Maidstone
Cricket Week and Sevenoaks Royal Artillery Fete. The Bn.
tent on each occasion attracted many members of the public.
Although the immediate results were not up to expectations,
we have shown the flag and now we are hoping to reap the
reward of our efforts.
Social Functions

4 th

BATTALION
SUMMARY OF EVENTS, 1948

The year 1948 saw a great advancement in the reformation
of the 4th Bn. In 1947 our numbers in Officers and Other
Ranks were so small that it was extremely difficult to carry out
effective training or social activities in the Drill Halls. The
increase in numbers completely changed the picture.
Officer Training
Early in March the Officers of the Bn. attended a very
useful Tactical Exercise in the Sevenoaks Area. Fine weather
and a hard working day showed that the Officers had not for
gotten the valuable lessons learnt in the last war. Throughout
the summer and autumn months Exercises and Courses have
been run by Division.
Change of Commanding Officers
In April Lt.Col. G. K. Defrates, D.S.O., M.C., our Terri
torial Commanding Officer, owing to business commitments,
very reluctantly had to give up command. He was succeeded
by Lt.Col. C. A. de B. Brounlie, M.C., who recently commanded
the 1st. Bn.
Camp
In July the Bn. moved to Dibgate Camp, Shorncliffe, for
eight days under canvas. In spite of continuous rain, valuable
training, sports and social evenings kept us fully occupied,
and it was agreed by all, that considering our small numbers,
the eight days by the sea was enjoyable.
Out of Camp Training (Shooting)
The main out of Camp Training consisted of six consecu
tive weekends on Shoreham and Tonbridge Ranges. All ranks
practised and fired their Annual Weapon Training Course and
the results obtained were gratifying.
Royal Review
On October 31st the Bn. Colours appeared on Parade for
the first time since the war, at the Review of the Territorial
Army by His Majesty The King, in Hyde Park.
The Bn. Detachment was commanded by Maj. J. K. Warner,
M.C., and the Colours carried by Capt. K. C. Meyrick and Lt.
J. Calver Jones. It was disappointing that the Bn. contingent
was limited to 26 all ranks, as greater part of the Bn. volun
teered for this Parade.

Coys, have run numerous dances and socials, which have
been well attended by the local residents.
Several shouldertoshoulder small bore rifle matches have
taken place between our own Coys, and visiting teams from
the Royal Sussex Regiment and local Police.
Social amenities throughout the Bn. Drill Halls have greatly
improved during the year. All Coys, have now a wellequipped
canteen.
NOMINAL ROLL OF OFFICERS NOW SERVING IN 4th BN.
REGULAR ARMY

Commanding Officer : Lt.Col. C. A. de B. Brounlie, M.C.
Adjutant: Capt. T. T. W. Stanyon.
Quartermaster : Capt. A. E. Sivers, M.M.
TERRITORIAL ARMY

Maj. B. J. F. Malcolmson,
Capt. R. G. Fenwick.
O.B.E., T.D., 2nd i/c.
Capt. A. H. Ford.
Maj. J. K. Warner, M.C.
Capt. P. N. Marchant.
Maj. J. D. Stocker, M.C.
Lt. A. Lucas.
Maj. A. H. Coombes.
Lt. J. Calver Jones.
Maj. B. A. Odell.
Lt. J. Hayes.
Capt. C. W. Lawder Bird.
Lt. E. J. W. Gibson.
Capt. K. C. Meyrick.
Lt. J. D. Belsey.
Capt. A. H. Miskin. M.C.
Lt. H. D. A. Pennells.
Capt. D. W. I. Wood.
Lt. M. Van Hasselt.
Awaiting War Office Final Approval : —
Capt. D. McCall.
Lt. F. J. G. Shearburn.

"D" Company
At Penge we started the New Year with a bang. On Sat
urday, 1st January, 1949 we entertained 100 children from
local schools to a seat at the local Pantomime and tea after
wards. The Drill Hall had a very different atmosphere that
afternoon.
At 2 o'clock it was full of chattering kiddies
anxious to be off. Soon they were, for accompanied by mem
bers of the Coy., their wives and other willing helpers, they
were shepherded towards the Penge Empire, where 100 seats
had been booked for the matinee performance of " Aladdin."
Judging by the applause, etc., the performance met with their
hearty approval and at 5.30 they emerged through the various
exits chattering and laughing, coming back from the land of
makebelieve. With aid of the same helpers, plus a kindly
policeman, all were led across the High Street and back to
the Drill Hall.
The spread that awaited them was magnificent and only
the hard work of Mrs. Walker could have produced such fare.
There was everything that the kiddies go for—and didn't
they !
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Lambert Weston. Folkestone.
Colonel of the Regiment, accompanied bv the Commanding Officer, inspects the Battalion.
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Battalion march past the Colonel of the Regiment.
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Whilst the great eat was on Father Xmas (Uncle Bob)
arrived and leaving his reindeers tethered outside, proceeded
to dish out presents—there was one for everybody. Some oi'
the children were just a tiny bit afraid of Santa—but then
they didn't know he was really Bob Green !
After tea there were games and a singsong until parents
started to arrive to take home their charges. Before departing
each child was given a small package of fruit and chocolate.
It was a great day and a very enjoyable one both for children
and lookers on.
The children, by the way, were not the only ones Santa
had gifts for—R.S.M. Bryne had a wooden horse, which he will
probably cherish, for when interviewed by your correspondent
he said it was what he always wanted.
Sgt. " Doughy " Baker, our beloved P.S.I., had a parcel from
the boys who, concerned about his welfare, gave of their hard
earned " civvy" wages to purchase toilet requisities for the
hair, viz., " Brylcreem " and comb. It is hoped that the hair
cream will last over Camp. Remember last year ?
Sgt. Baker deplores the fact that he can't get danger
money for the driving lessons he's giving, also reckons that
there are uses for deserts, but cannot find
one near enough
to Penge. His nerves are getting bad.
Joking apart, these driving lessons are very welcome, for
they insure a reserve of drivers within the Unit and make a
break from normal training. They have been very enthusi
astically received.
Just before sending this off I learn we are to have a shoit
night op. next week. The scene of operations is wooded and
usually muddy so there should be some fun. More about it
next month.
" Gappin in Hejrow.

THE REGIMENTAL DEPOT
We have been inspected. At least the visits were of a
social nature rather than allout upsidedown inspections
However, both the Deputy Commander. Home Counties District
011 the 20th January and The Army Commander oil the 24th
of January, did inspect the Barracks and give our military
commitments the once over. For the last fortnight or so, the
Depot has been the scene of a quiet, efficient well organized
clearing up operation. All four men have worked hard
Pte
Eighteen, the driver of our two vehicles, quite contrary to the
code of the M.T. Drivers and Maintenance Union, volunteered
for general fatigues. Apparently because of the sometimes
opaque condition of his windscreen, he was detailed to clean
the barrackroom windows. It is quite untrue that he volun
teered because the stove in the garage had gone out
As a
result of the combined efforts of 36 Army Troops. R.E., to whom
we offer our very grateful thanks, of forty Ukrainian Volunteei
Workers, to whom we would offer our thanks if we could and
of our own small army, the Depot was reaUy looking mthei
smart. We all felt pretty good by the time the Ai my Com
mander arrived as the Quartermaster, Capt. R. C. E Mmes.
M.B.E., attained his majority on that day. We celebrated this
at midday in the usual manner, so that by lunch time we weie
all full of several rounds of " Dutch courage.
On Thursday the 13th of January the Officers gave a Faie
well Lunch to Brig and Mrs. Whitty
The^following were
present: Col. and Mrs. E. S. Kerr. Maj. and Mrs. H. B. H.
White Mai. and Mrs. LewisBarned. the Officers of the Depot
and their wives. The resources of our small Mess Staff were
strained to the utmost, but they really managed extremely well.
It is sad to think that the Depot AnteRoom will no longer echo
to the quiet tones of " N.I." and that the Plct«reAJi"
peacefully on the walls. We all wish Brig, and M's Whitty
every happiness in Rhodesia and hope that we shall see them
again in the not too distant future.
° On Monday, the 17th of January, Brig. Whitty, Brig. O^yer
and Col. Martyn met at the Depot to effect the handover. We
offer our congratulations to Brig. Oliver on becoming Colonel
of the Regiment and on his forthcoming promotion and new
appointment at the Imperial Defence College.
The only other military event of any importance was that
O.R.Q.M.S. Waterman wore gaiters on the 24th of January ioi
the Army Commander's visit. When challenged by C/Sgt
Ringe that this was the first
time he had worn them since
the Depot reformed in April. 1948. he replied that he always
puts them on for the weekly drill parade, just in case he is
sent for. We intend to examine his legs pretty caiefully next
FridThiT

morning C/Sgt. Parris, who runs our Depot Messing
was seen to he carefully transferring some rather venerable

potatoes from one teachest to another. He said that there
was a nest of mice in the potatoes, that they were tricky
things, and that great care and cunning is needed in their
location, particularly as he was temporarily unable to find a
mouse detector. However, the nest was eventually located and
its occupants suitably disposed of.
Colonel Eason is once more back at work after a short
absence coping with a vicious bout of continental flu'. During
his absence the Regimental Headquarters Office underwent
structural alterations and it is now quite a cosy affair of an
inner and outer sanctum.
Cpl. Manton has returned from his Junior Leader's Course
at the Home Counties Training Centre, and has been posted
to the First Bn. We wish him every success in his new job.
Cpl. Pratt of the Bn. Band has been posted to the Depot to
replace him.
One of our European workers fell when carrying an arm
ful of mines and got rather badly hurt. I must away to my
office and publish a Ukranian Part II Order. So that's all for
this month.

Sergeants' Mess

Life is again very serene at the Depot without any increase
in our meagre establishment, but in spite of this the R.S.M.
declared quite a reasonable profit on the Mess takings since
its reformation in April, 1948.
The more important events over the past month have been
the visit of Brig. N. I. Whitty, D.S.O., on the occasion of his
handing over the appointment of Colonel of the Regiment.
We were all very pleased that the occasion was marked by a
visit to our Mess to wish us all the best prior to his departure
for Rhodesia. We take this opportunity of wishing Brig, and
Mrs. Whitty every happiness in their new venture and will be
anticipating a few samples of his Rhodesian tobacco in the
Mess in due course.
The announcement of the appointment of Brig. W. P.
Oliver, C.B., O.B.E., as Colonel of the Regiment, vice Brig.
Whitty was pleasing to all members who have had the pleasure
in the past in serving under him during his tour of Adjt., etc.
We all hone that his tenure will be a long and happy one.
Considerable diversion of attention has been noted in the
past few weeks within the Barrack precincts—squads of Royal
Engineers have been seen in the area of the back field, where
they are reconstructing the huts into married quarters, also
on the sward on the left as entering the Barracks, where the
emergency water tank has been dismantled and converted into
a real sand pit as part of the children's playground, so there
will be no need to go to the seaside in the coming summer.
 Contrary to the usual custom, all members of the Mess
were invited out to see the New Year in and the old out
the SergeantMajor thought as we had not got our usual New
Year Ball that we could have a very nice quiet evening at
his home, and accordingly along we went. After having beaten
him up at all the known indoor games, cracked all his nuts,
emptied all the bottles, we journeyed back to the Mess in the
early hours, leaving his cupboard completely bare, or at least,
except for about half a loaf of bread. Anyhow, a good evening
was spent by all and we thank the SergeantMajor for his
thoughtfulness in inviting us along.
Among the important personages who have visited the
Depot since the New Year we include the Army Commander
the Deputy District Commander and the Chief Engineer. It
is understood all were very pleased with all they saw. It has
been rumoured that the Sgts'. Mess might receive a new coat
of paint as a result of these visits. This was followed by the
usual Medical Officer's Sanitary inspection of Barracks whose
conclusions were in the Sanitary Diary: "I considerthatthis
Depot is a model which could well lie followed by othei units
in the Army." The Kent Amateur Boxing Association also
carried out the finals of the Kent Championships in the new
gymnasium on 22nd January, 1949; quite a pleasant evening s
sport was seen. We were glad to see exBoy Mullender in
action again, although his fight,
which gave him the title of
Heavyweight Champion of Kent, was very disappointing.
Crimea Block is nearing completion for occupation by the
Territorial Army and the A.T.S. Contingent have already moved
in cm "Tug" Wilson (4th Bn.) is already making discreet
enquiries regarding stationery, furniture, etc Of couise, we
may see a little more of him in the Mess when they do get
set tled in 9 9 And of course there is " Bod " Baker s (Medical
man) detachment to be squeezed in somewhere, but since he
has recently been on a course at the Medical Services Record
Office no doubt he will know all the answeis ? .
it is
rumoured that this unit (Field Amb.) will be taking over the
emersencv First Aid outfit of the Depot.
On the evening of 1st February members joined the Maid
stone Branch P. and P. Association in the first round of the
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local Exservices Indoor Games Competition.
These games
are run on the knockout system and we are all pleased that
the Maidstone Branch have passed into the next round, which
is due to take place on the 15th February. A very enjoyable
evening was spent by all.
The Mess are now getting bold and have accepted a chal
lenge for an indoor games match with the local branch of
The Old Contemptible Association. For this match, which is
taking place on the 11th February we have coopted a few
stalwarts from the Maidstone P. and P. Branch. As all com
petitors are very keen we are looking forward to yet another
good evening.
It has been rumoured that there is to be a slight increase
in the establishment of the Permanent Staff of the Depot  in
the near future. This no doubt will please the R.S.M., who
anticipates being able to muster a reasonable squad for his
weekly drill parades.
Two members, at present on leave from overseas, are shortly
due to join, namely, C/Sgt. August and Sgt. Saywell. C.S.M.
Garrard recently rejoined from a long attachment to the T.A.
and is now on a wellearned leave. Their stay may be long
or short, according to the whims of the Officer i/c. Records,
who is liable to send out a posting at the most awkward time.
However, whether their stay is long or short, we hope they
will not be harrassed during their sojourn.
C/Sgt. Parris, who had been here so long that we all began
to think was on the Permanent Staff, departed for Shorncliffe
on 31st January to take up an appointment in the 1st Bn.
Our good wishes go with him; his assistance in running the
Messing will be sadly missed.
Mess Topics
Crib.—If any member, Past or Present, has any instruction
books on Crib, and how it should be played, that they are not
in need of, it would he greatly appreciated if a copy could be
forwarded to the R.S.M., Depot R.W.K. Regt., who is anxious to
improve on his present standard at this game.
f

R.W.K. MEMORIAL FUND
1939—1945
The Objects of the War Memorial Fund are: —
1—To record on the Regimental Cenotaph in Maidstone,
the number of all ranks who have fallen in this war.
2—To inscribe in a book, to be kept in All Saints' Church,
Maidstone, the names of all who have lost their lives.
3—To compile a history of the Regiment during the war
193945.
4—Any balance remaining will be xised for the benefit of
Past and Present members of the Regiment and their families
in such ways as will be practical and useful.
£ s. d.
Balance B/F
1,653 1 10
Dividend 21% Defence Bonds
18 2 6
Major P. C. M. Buckle
10 0
Total

£1,671 14
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EYES RIGHT
If you want your Evening Wear,
Sports Wear, or in fafct anything
Laundered expertly, send to the

Maidstone & District Laundry Co., Ltd,
Loose Road, Maidstone.
Telephone : Maidstone 3020

AN APPRECIATION
LT.COL. A. C. CORFE, D.S.O.

In a brief and hasty appreciation of " Dear Old Colonel,"
it is only possible to hint at the experiences of a very full life,
and one feels that one must confine oneself to telling of this
" man among men" as we, who were proud to enjoy his
friendship, knew him.
Outstanding amongst his qualities were those of Leader
ship and Inspiration, and a quick and thorough understanding
of his fellow men, especially of those who were in any way under
stress or anxiety.
From the day when he first
joined the Eleventh Bn. of
" The Queen's Own," at Catford, in August, 1915, he took a live
interest in the doings, desires and worries of the men in the
ranks and it was, perhaps, this concern for them which inspired
them to deeds which, eventually, gave the Bn. under his com
mand a very proud place in the annals of the Regt. It is
given to but few, to possess the capacity so easily to win the
confidence of all with whom he came in contact.
Added to all this was a flair for " picking his man," and
this quality, combined with a courage which was legendary,
made him the outstanding soldier that he was.
The Colonel had an expressed dislike for show and cere
mony and little respect for social conventions, but as in earlier
years he took all life could give, and enjoyed it to the full, so,
in his last two decades, did he find much joy in the simple
things of life.
 Few who did not know him well, realised how great was his
love of flowers, and how, in the little patch at the back of the
S.O.S. Hostel, he coaxed from unfertile soil a bountiful haivest
of them.
It was no surprise to us who had served under him when,
on the cessation of his post with the Balkan Repatriation Com
mission, he chose' to give up the chance of wellpaid jobs, to
take charge of the S.O.S. Hostel, where he could continue to
exercise that profound interest which he had in the man who
was " down and out"; and during these last fifteen
years
there must be many hundreds of men who have to thank Col.
Corfe for putting them back into the society of their fellow
citizens.
As for the men of the " Old Eleventh," his pride in them
was like that of a child, and it is not too much to say that
his fondness for them amounted almost to love. Their attitude
to him came near to heroworship, and it is safe to say that
to the end, they would follow him into known or unknown
danger, just as they did in the days when we were a fighting
Unit.
His discipline had never been that of the Barrack Square,
except on the rare occasion when it was required (and how well
he judged what was that occasion !), but was of a nature
to evoke loyalty rather than blind obedience.
Over and dominating all his qualities and caoabilities was
that personality which was so essentially the Colonel's own.
Whenever he entered a room his presence was at once felt—
and it was not because of his 6 feet 4 inches and solid build !
It was as if some dominating influence had entered and was
about to take charge of the proceedings; incidentally, this was
what did, in fact, often happened.
His death, by its suddenness, has come as a terrible shock
to a very large circle of those to whom he endeared himself
and not only the Regt. and his old comrades of the Eleventh
Bn., but the very many to whom he has given a helping hand,
will mourn the passing of this Great Soldier and Man.
How fitting
that his end should have come in the presence
of Dawson, the Secretary of the Old Comrades' Association,
which was, perhaps, dearer to his heart than any other of his
interests.
R.O.R.


Subscription rates: —
Other Ranks 5/ per annum, post free;
Officers 9/ per annum, post free;
Single Copies 5d., post free.

27

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF THE PAST
AFGHANISTAN, 19191948

Thursday, May 14th, 1919.
A whole holiday !
Every
Thursday was a whole holiday in those days. At 4 o'clock in
the afternoon on a blistering day, Brigade Maj. Nugent entered
the bungalow and said, " Afghanistan has declared war. You
move by train from Quetta to Qila Abdullah on Sunday. Orders
under issue," and went out. That's how it all began and
that's how the 4th Bn. commenced its march over the Khojak
to be the first Bn. of the Regiment to enter Afghanistan and
to eventually gain the battle honour " Afghanistan " on the
Regimental Colour.

Own" was the three hills, points A, B and C, flanking
the
Fort and these were successfully assaulted and taken by 2
o'clock in the afternoon; by 4 o'clock, the whole position was
in our hands and we had made contact with the Duke's inside
the Fort.
The Duke's returned to Chaman and " The Queen's Own "
consolidated the position in the Fort, with the Baluch Light
Infantry and 55th Coke's Rifles consolidating the hills.
During " mopping up " inside the Fort, there were examples
of calm bravery when dealing with terrified Afghans hidden in
recesses, who fully expected to be tortured. Captain W. H.
Styles, Captain Cyril Stern and Captain Charles Weedon all
performed outstanding acts of bravery during this difficult part
of the operation. Major Ronald Watney was awarded the O.B.E.
for gallantry in leading A Coy. on Point A.
We took time out to bury our dead and evacuate our
wounded. We held Spin Baldok for ten days until relieved by
the 4th Gurkhas. Then a spell in Chaman and back to the
Fort—and so on.
«

*

*

*

*

Friday, 10th December, 1948—29 years later !

Students of the Staff College, Quetta, almost covered the
same ground, working on an instruct1 onal scheme.
I was interested as an observer, particularly in the Syndicate
of officers who were sent into Chaman to reconnoitre in the
capacity of A.A. and Q.M.G. Division, for vehicle dispersal sup
plies, petrol dumps and stores. The Khojak tunnel had been
" blown" and the only L. of C. was the old road. In these
exercises there is always an answer supplied by the Directing
Staff (D.S.) and when I was privileged to examine the answer,
surprisingly I found : " There is no D.S. solution."
We didn't march from Shelabagh and we didn't cross the
Durand Line into Afghanistan and the Khojak Pass was
crossed not by marching men, but by jeeps and station wagons.
The road is a little better yet hardly changed at all. The marks

Shelabagh. 2nd halt on the line of march.
Qila Abdullah was dry. dusty and alive with whirling spirals
and dancing dust devils. This was the first rail head and from
here the Bn. marched nine miles to Shelabagh to the next
halt. Only nine miles, but it took a whole day, because the
dust lay ankledeep on the line of march. Shelabagh was a
small collection of" engineers' huts with corrugated iron roofs
and the halt was for one night only. The heights had to be
piquetted because this country is dangerous and alive with
tribal trouble. On the morrow, the eventful march over the
Khojak Pass took place, towering 7,800 feet above sea level
and marching in the footprints of the men of '79, who came
this way with Roberts from Kandahar and manhauled their
guns over the Pass. From the summit the Chaman Plain lay
spread like a carpet, but hummocked with the isolated peaks
of Tor Baldok. the TakhtiSuleiman and Spin Baldok, hills
and Fort and all.
The attack was launched from Chaman, over an approach
of seven miles, at 2 a.m., on the morning of the 27th May, 1919.
2nd line transport—mules—and that meant loading in the dark,
with the mules kicking tentpegs round your ears. At 8 a.m.
the attack was poised with the 1st Battalion, The Duke of
Wellington's Regiment, supported by the (then) 22nd Punjabis
on the left flank, with objective the Fort itself; the 4th Bat
talion " The Queen's Own" on the right, supported by the
127th and 129th Baluch Light Infantry; in support in the
centre, one battery of 18nounder field guns. An officer orderly
with white flag and escort of the 40th Cavalry was sent forward
to demand surrender or, alternatively, to withdraw any women
and children before the battle commenced. The envoy was
not allowed to deliver his message, as he came under fire before
this could be done. This was under orders from the Mullah,
who had preached the Jehad (Holy War). This gentleman
promised to turn the bullets of the Raj into water. Later on
that day he was discovered, so full of " water " as to be almost
in spate. The guns opened fire. The objective of " The Queen's

Sgt. Haines.
of Robert's manhauled guns are still plainly visible. The
dust devils still dance fantastically on the Chaman Plain. The
narrow bridge that the 4th Battalion guarded on the festival
night of Id in 1919 is still the same. The Battalion Parade
Ground used when they came out to " rest" is unaltered. The
wood and stone house used as the Officers' Mess stands as it was,
still needing a lick of paint. Even the wooden sentry boxes
are there, but showing traces of the mouldering hand of time.
The main bazaar, the cluttering donkeys, the clumping, bobbing
camels are today as they were in 1919. The noisy jargon ol
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bazaar merchants buzzes on eternally. The old Fort stands in
Chaman, but it has now gathered a brother and a new Fort
is erected.
In the main street of Chaman (there is only one). I found
myself in the midst of the A.A. and Q.M.G. Officers1 Syndicate
and apparently unusually popular. " Sir, when vour Regiment
was here, what were your ' Q ' disposals ? " I explained : " The
dispersing area for vehicles is the old Battalion Parade Ground
at the entrance to Chaman, at the bridge on the Khojak
Chaman road and it is still as it was. For stores, you have
two Forts—not vulnerable to bombing because of inside rooms.
A system of ' lunette' trenches was dug to defend Chaman

Pte. Andrews.
and they are still there. That is the place for your dispersed
petrol dumps. Don't on any account use the marshalling yards
or railhead." And so I was allowed to proceed. The next day
I was even more unusually popular, because the D.S. (no solu
tion) had awarded the A.A. and Q.M.G. Syndicate full marks.
So you see the Regiment still works !
Beyond the old Fort is our " Garden of Remembrance."
enclosed by " matti" walls and the entrance stonped with
barbed wire. The Commandant of the Staff College and I
negotiated the obstruction and he took the pictures of the
graves of Sgt. Haines, of A Coy. and Pte. Andrews, of D Coy.
The " Garden" is well kept, and the headstones might have
been put up yesterday. I enquired of the Political Agent as to
what measures were taken to preserve this place and he
explained that there was a fund available for this purpose.
An Afghan guard now stands on the Durand Line at the
junction of the ChamanSpin Baldok road along which " The
Queen's Own" march so often. There are men in Chaman
today who remember the " goralog " (white regiments). There
are men who remember the Regiment. There are the hills
whose stony faces are scratched with the letters R.W.K.—that
will never fade. The feet of the men that passed this way on
their toilsome march didn't pass in vain. Their great joy is
that the Regimental Colour carries that battle honour
" Afghanistan."
H.G.T.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
To ensure that your copy reaches you safely, please
notify any change of address to the Editor:—
" The Q. O. G.,"
The Barracks,
Maidstone, Kent.
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CALLING ALL SERVICE MEN—Part I I I

In earlier articles we have followed the fortunes of Private
Blank and his brother Sid and shown how they were both able
to obtain good permanent jobs with the help of the National
Association. You may think, perhaps, that Private Blank and
Sid were lucky in happening to live in the town where the
National Association Branch Office was situated. You may
wonder what happens to the man who lives in a remote part of
the country. A Branch Office is often responsible for a con
siderable area, covering at least one County; how does Major
X, the Jobflnder deal with the problem ?
He covers the area on a systematic programme of tours
and visits. Men in outlying villages can either come to one
of the larger towns in his immediate vicinitly or to one of the
smaller towns near to his home. Arrangements are made so
that he can be interviewed privately, registered on the spot,
and in some cases placed during the Jobftnder's visit. The
movements and programme of Major X are known by all
Employment Exchanges in the area and the Branch Office
address is displayed in all Post Offices in case men may not
know to whom to write.
Let us take the case of Private Bloggs, who lives in the
remote village of Little Weasel situated some 20 miles from
the National Association Office. As we know, Pte. Bloggs
received his postcard about the National Association at the
Demob. Centre and duly posted it. On its arrival at the
National Association office Major X, the Jobflnder, at once
informed Pte. Bloggs by post that he would be visiting the
town of Weasel in the Wold, situated about two miles from
Pte. Bloggs' home, on a given date and gave him a time and
place for an interview. Pte. Bloggs was overjoyed at the
interest taken on his behalf and at the prompt action taken
on the receipt of his card which, at the time of posting he
had regarded as " just another bit of red tape and another form
to All in."
On the appointed day Pte. Bloggs caught a 'bus and
arrived at the meeting place, a small room specially set aside
for the use of Major X on his visits. A number of other men
were waiting to see Major X. It was soon Pte. Bloggs' turn
and he was greeted by a cheery " Well. Bloggs. I am glad you
have come along while you are still on leave, it gives me plenty
of time and you are still not subject to the Control of Engage
ment Order. I'll fix you up with something." He sat down
and at once felt at ease. Jobs were discussed in the various
factories and firms in the neighbourhood and Pte. Bloggs was
amazed at the detailed knowledge of the area and the various
firms and their Employment Managers displayed by Major X.
So impressed was he that he remarked : " You seem to' know
more about this district than I do. and I've lived here all my
life." " It's my job to know all this, my lad," replied Maior X.
" all the men I place are carefully selected with due considera
tion to their capabilities, qualifications and wishes so that not
only they, but the employers also, will be satisfied and come
to me for more. That's how it works." he added, " complete
confidence on both sides."
Pte. Bloegs selected a job which attracted him and Major
X rang up the employer and arranged an interview for that
very afternoon. Pte. Bloggs was delighted. " It is nice to think
we are looked after like this when we leave the Service. We
were told that it's our own Association and it certainly looks
like it " he thought. He was given an introduction card and
off he went. On the way he met a friend who remarked when
he heard where Bloggs was going : " You won't get anything
there, I've tried." "Did you go through the National Associa
tion and have an introduction card." Bloggs replied. " No," his
friend answered. " I heard about the National Association, but
I thought I could do better myself. I wish I had now. I would
feel rather a fool going there now after being out of the
Service for so long." " Don't you believe it." Bloggs insisted.
" Major X. the Jobflnder. is in the town now, he'll fix you up.
He knows more about the work here than any of us." His
friend, greatly heartened, promised to do as he suggested, and
hurried off.
Bloggs got his job and is now happily settled and think
ing of getting married.
Cases like the above are constantly happening.
Don't forget, make every use of your Association, which
you support when serving. Wherever you may live in the
British Isles there is a Branch of the National Association at
your service.
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THE QUEEN'S OWN PAST & PRESENT ASSOCIATION
REUNION EXSIGNAL PLATOON, 2nd

BATTALION

The third Reunion of the Platoon took place at Stewart's
Restaurant, Victoria, on Saturday, the 13th November, 1948.
There were a greater number of guests present than there
has ever previously been, but they were nevertheless all very
welcome. It was noticed that everyone present took very much
longer to get acquainted.
In particular, it was a very great surprise, but indeed a
very welcome one, to greet Gordon Barnes, whom some of us
had not seen for some years. Gordon has been in Germany,
living as he described it " on the fat of the land." He had
apparently had a rather responsible job in charge of a trans
port unit.
Arthur Brown, of the Intelligence Section, imbibed his
liquor with the same total unconcern, with which so many
of us are well acquainted. We did notice that he was immacu
lately turned out. and made us all feel quite shabby. He
supplied the humorous interludes during the evening with
amusing anecdotes, recited with that practised assurance ot
his. He displayed a great interest in our effort.
Charles Keates (exCpl.) was unanimously elected to the
Committee (which arranges the details of this meeting), one
imagines to his astonishment, and before he could really offer
any serious protest. His suggestions, at the short discussion
during the "evening upon future meetings, were extremely
sound and secured his election.
Bill Shears, our hardworking Secretary and Treasurer,
deserved all the thanks and praise he received during the
evening. He has stuck to his job manfully and much of the
success of the meeting has been due to his hard work in
carrying out a not particularly pleasant job.
Archie Thatcher—we in the Pin. will always know him as
" Archie"—receives our very deepest condolences upon the
loss of his dear wife. We all realise what an inspiration she
had always been to him, and his tragic loss is felt by us all.
Archie in his own inimitable style was the star attraction ol
the evening. He apologised for the meeting not being quite
the magnificent spectacle of an El Alamein Reunion, with
Anne Slielton singing Lily Marlene and Monty giving a pep
talk, but the spirit is the same.
We remembered the following :
J. Tucker, whose parents were visited this year; R.
Mitchem, who parents "were visited this year; J. Pilcher,
A. Atkins, A. Aldridge, F. Bowen, A. Floyd, M. Cutter, N.
Williams, A. Howlett, who has died since the Pin. returned
to England; Sgt. J. Warnett, who was recently killed in
a Lydda train derailment, and to whose relatives it is
desired to extend our sincere condolences.
A short silence was held for these, and a prayer offered.
A welcome was extended to old friends.
Regrets had been received from Col. Scott, who has now
retired and had been unable to attend, and also from G.
Simpson, now in Malaya, but who sent his salaams.
Codge Bushnell was sent our best wishes and our hopes
for a speedy recovery, as he was unwell (now fit again).
Congratulations and best wishes were extended to Gillie
Potter on getting married and to Percy Webb, our late
Treasurer, who is about to be married.
Lastly, Archie hoped the spirit of the Pin. would continue
in our civil occupations. " It is," he said, " this same spirit
of esprit de corps so much a part of the Pin., which is very
much needed in this country at the present time."
We crept out of the restaurant after the lights had been
turned out". Some, who had long journeys, to catch then
trains home, and others to finish
the evening at the nearest
pub. Our next meeting will be held on 12th November, 1949,
and until then au revoir.
Chris. Hodges.
ExB COY., 5th

BATTALION

Our longawaited Third Annual Reunion Dinner and Dance
has come and gone. It was an enormous success, marred only
by the absence of our late Skipper, Maj. Young. His widow,
Mrs. Young, honoured us by being our guest for the evening
and we appreciated that very much indeed. As Maj. Stocker
said. " she will always be welcome to our functions and we
hope to see her every year.

We change our venue this year to the '* Green Man " at
Southend Village, S.E.6, where we had a Pin. billeted in 1939,
and we were not sorry we had done so, because they certainly
gave us of their best—good and plentiful grub, efficient service,
and above all, an atmosphere of " welcome back."
It is difficult to report accurately on an occasion such as
this, when the memories flow so thick and so fast that it is
almost Impossible to unravel what really happened from those
many other occasions in our past.
We had one speech—from Maj. J. D. Stocker, M.C.. our
President. It was short, humorous and to the point, with no
waste of words.
We sympathise with Maj. Stocker in his successful attempt
to refrain from making a recruiting speech, despite the temp
tation to use this unique occasion for one. We ease our con
science here by Maying that should anybody, particularly
exB Coy., wish to rejoin the T.A. at our old Drill Hall, with
the many that have already done so. they should go any
Tuesday evening to the Parish Lane Drill Hall, which is a
Drill night (or at any time) and contact the P.S.I., Sgt. Baker..
But on to our Dinner.
We welcomed again to our company our old Bn. Com
mander. Brig. H. S. Brown. M.C., who, we are sorry to say,
has been in very poor health recently, which makes us feel
even more proud that he joined us.
There were innumerable familiar faces there, of course,
too many to mention here. During the dancing to a band
that suited its numbers and its tempo to the spirit of the
occasion, one could scarcely waltz more than a few yards with
out the temptation to say : " Hello, soandso . . .
though
in the bar, where ex " officers, N.C.O's. and men" rubbed
elbows in easy comradeship, the " Do you remembers ? " held
full sway, despite the shame of clutching a half instead of a
pint !
There was Dooky Smale up from Dorset. Harold Conway
from Bedfordshire, Reg. Pettitt from LeighonSea, Willie Cook
from the wilds of Brentwood, even Hymie Hyde put in an
appearance !
Other Coys, and Bns. were also represented. Remember
Tim Creed, our R.S.M., and Ted Ransom, the Pioneer Sgt.;
R.Q.M.S. Peter Clarke and Armourer Sgt., Jock Miller, who came
down from Scotland; Lt.Col. Malcomson, of the 4th Bn.?
A good halfdozen serving T.A. men were there too. who had
no previous connection with B Coy. Maj. H. J. D. Combe,
A Coy.; Capt. Wood, once 5th now 4th Bn.; Mr. Harmer and
Mr. Washbourne.
And our own Officers were very suitably represented by
Lt.Col. F. J. Dearing, once Pin. Cmdr. of 11 Pin. and Capt.
A. B. Thomson, who wag our 2nd i/c. in France.
But here we go, on names, and that won't do—we could go
on picking them out till the cows come home !
One further mysterious name, however, should be men
tioned. Wally Lippingwell, our very capable M.C., in thanking
the Committee for the work they had put in. mentioned a
certain " Len Webb." The mystery is—no one knows him.
Who is he ? We are having an inquest at the first opportunity!
The evening finished
as it had begun, with warm, good
fellowship.
There was regret at having to part again,
tempered by the knowledge that our next is definitely fixed
for Saturday, 10th December, 1949. at the same place. Bookings,
incidentally, can be accepted now.
We must now tender our apologies to the ladies. They
were there in force, of course. What would be a dance without
'em—God bless 'em ! They were charming, all of them, and
played a most important part in making the evening the
success it was.
Finally, a few words of thanks from our Treasurer, with
out whose own indefatigible efforts in selling tickets, collect
ing cash, doorkeeping, paying bills, etc., things might have
gone very differently : —
" Len Clarke, for his hard work in organizing, writing ol
innumerable letters and tying up of so many loose ends.
" To Tom Sayers, whose early attendance and willingness
to do odd jobs is appreciated.
" To Vic Vousden's sterling efforts, coping with and ticking
off tickets and carnet rolling.
" To Horace and Tom Sayers for their handling of the
raffle situation."
And whilst bouauetchucking, let's chuck one at Wally
Hill's masterful handling of publicity.
" Nightingale.
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Friday. November 26th, was a red letter day for the Branch.
By kind permission of O.C., Depot, a dance was held in the
New Gymnasium and was very successful.
The Social Committee worked hard; also R.S.M. A. Hayley
to whom and his band of helpers best thanks are due.
The Medway Band was in attendance and among the
dances was a Fox Trot, Palais Glide, Hokey Pokey and Bobbing
Up and Down.
Two rallies were held and winners received their prizes
from Mrs. A. Hayley.
.Spot prize winners received their dues from C. T. Stringer,
who was assisted by Mr. N. Dumbrill.
The gym. was decorated by R.S.M. Hayley and his aforesaid
Committee, with flags and lights and looked very effective.
Maj. Keenlyside (O.C., Depot) was present and expressed
his appreciation of the dancers and the splendid way in which
everyone worked to make it a success.
The helpers at the bar had a most strenuous time.
Members of the Committee served coffee and cakes at.
half time.
Thanks are due to the Committee—Mr. E. Haslie (Chair
man), Mr. F. Farrington, Mr. F. Hills, Mr. H. Carman. Mr. N.
Dumbrill and Mr. Butcher, who with Mr. C. T. Stringer, Mr.
G. W. Walker and Mr. H. Maxlow did their dirty best to make
what was a huge success.
" Gnat."
(Editor.—It is regretted that the above article was over
looked by the Printers last month.)
The Annual General Meeting was held on January 14th,
1949. A large number attended including several new mem
bers, one of whom was Capt. Benbow, who will be remembered
as R.S.M., 1st Bn.
All retiring officers were reelected : Chairman, Mr. H.
Carman; ViceChairman, Mr. C. Butcher; Secretary. Mr. H.
Maxlow; Treasurer, Mr. F. Farrington.
The Secretary gave an excellent report of the Branch
activities during 1948 and the Treasurer, in his report, showed
a very healthy balance.
February 3rd is the 21st Anniversary of the formation of
the Branch and arrangements are being made to celebrate the
occasion.
We regret to learn that Brigadier N. I. Whitty has vacated
the honour of being " Colonel of the Regiment." We wish
him every success in his venture in South Africa.
It is understood that Brigadier Oliver has taken over;
congratulations from the Branch.
" Gnat."

As our usual correspondent was busy during the Xmas
peak period, assisting the G.P.O. to deliver the parcels, I have
been coopted into writing this month's correspondence.
Events moved very quickly about the weekend 11th—13th
December. 1948. First, four of our members visited the Dept
ford and District Branch on the occasion of their annual social.
Secondly, we had a visit from Chatham Branch for a social
evening at our Headquarters.
The visit to Deptford was greatly enjoyed by our members
who went there and the Deptford Branch must be congratu
lated on a very good show, especially the final dish of the
evening. Well done, and thank you, Deptford.
On the 13th December, 1948, Joe Wright and his merry
men, together with wives and ladyfriends, arrived from Chat
ham for a social and games evening with our Branch. I can
vouch for the social part of the evening, but whether all
games were completed, or who won them, I don't think any
one can say with any great degree of accuracy. The evening
started quite quietly, with members from Chatham taking a
little " something " to chase away the cold and damp of their
journey. Then after a visit to the Regimental Museum, under
the tuition of the R.S.M.. Joe Wright was asked for his
games teams and then the fun started—those that were not
playing any game got together in corners and at tables and
swapped yarns, and as usual, the yarns went back a long way—
one member of the Chatham party was overheard to say to
our Hookey. " It's a long time since I called you Sgt."' but
enough of that. One thing we want to know is where Joe
got his rapid fire
dart throwing training. The O.C., Depot
(Maj. C. H. Keenlyside) looked in during the evening and he
and the R.S.M. were soon demonstrating their skill on the
darts board. The evening concluded with speeches and the
members of the Chatham Branch packed themselves in their
coach and our members wended their way homewards with
the feeling of an evening well spent. Whilst on the subject
of our socials, the Branch would like to thank the R.S.M.
and members of the Depot Sgts'. Mess for their cooperation
with us and allowing us the use of the Sgts'. Mess for our
functions, not forgetting the caterer, Mr. " Bill " Bailey.
The Depot Sgts'. Mess held their Xmas Draw on the 21st
December, 1948, and several of our members were lucky and
drew prizes, including the Treasurer, who won the turkey with
the last ticket drawn. Lucky. Fred, what did it taste like ?
This year is the " comingofage " of the Maidstone Branch.
The Branch was formed on the 3rd February, 1928. Arrange
ments are being made to celebrate the occasion with a Dinner
at the Mitre Hotel in Maidstone, on the 17th March, 1949.
Full details are not yet available, but as soon as they are, we
will let you all know them.

VISIT OF CHATHAM BRANCH TO MAIDSTONE.

12.12.48.
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To conclude, I would like to offer, on behalf of the Maid
stone Branch, to all members of the Regiment, Past and
Present, the best wishes for a happy and prosperous New Year,
and sign this screed with the name I have been known by in
the Regiment.
.
" Maxie.'"

WHO SAYS THAT

DEPTFORD AND DISTRICT BRANCH

Our annual meeting took place on the 29th of January.
The Chairman, in his remarks, thanked the members and the
Committee for their loyal support during the past year. He
also mentioned a few outstanding events of the year, i.e., the
Branch was represented on the 8th July, 1948, at the inspec
tion of the Regiment by the ColonelinChief, H.R.H. the
Duchess of Kent, when she was presented, on behalf of the Regt.,
and the P. and P. Association, with a diamond brooch in the
shape of the Regimental Cap Badge; then the Annual Reunion;
our visit to Gravesend Branch on Nevember 6th; also our last
Social of the year, December 11th, when we were visited by
Gravesend Branch and members of the Chatham Branch; last,
but not least, the purchase of the Branch Banner, which is now
an accomplished fact. I'll not mention of the struggle or the
amount of work involved, but I'm sure most of us never
though we would have it in time for the Reunion this year—
it will be there ! It does show what can be done when the
spirit is there.
Election of Officers : President, Mr. B. Darby; Chairman,
Mr. A. H. Medhurst; Secretary, Mr. J. Reed; Treasurer, Mr. T.
Kinnersley; Committee—Messrs. A. H. Fifield, J. Neighbours,
S. Ballard, J. Cook, D. Steel; Standard Bearer, Mr. E. Jones.
Our next Social takes place on the 12th February and
our monthly meeting on the 19th, instead of the 26th, as we
visit Chatham Branch on that date.
That's all this month; good luck to all Past and Present.
" Med."
LONDON

HORSES
ARE

AFRAID

OF

ELEPHANTS?
PHONE MAIDSTONE 3313

BRANCH

Firstly, I must say I am sorry that there was no corres
pondence in the January issue of " The Q.O.G.," owing to the
fact that we held our meeting after the date required for all
correspondence. However, we held our December meeting and
I am very glad to say that more members turned up than were
expected. After all correspondence had been dealt with we
had the draw for our Xmas raffle, which consisted of a bottle
of port, 10/ note, safety razor and a Christmas pudding, all
being presented by the members and wives—making four
prizes. The proceeds of this raffle raised a grand total of
£7/13/6, all being a credit to the Sports Fund. The razor was
won by one of the member, the port and 10/ by two out
side people, the pudding by Mrs. Elson, who made and pre
sented it; Mrs. Elson gave it back to be auctioned, which
brought in the grand sum of 15/; so thank you, Mrs. Elson.
We held our January meeting on Friday, 28th, at our
Headquarters. We did not waste a lot of time at this meeting
owing to the fact that we had a darts match against " The
Bird In Hand," from Kilburn, We lost this match on the
first two legs—the Kilburn lads got their finishing double when
we still wanted nearly 300, which was not a very good show
on our part. The second leg showed a little more interest—we
both wanted a double one; quite a number of players had
three or four attempts at this "double but were really unlucky.
However, the Kilburn lads were first
to get it, so well done,
" The Bird In Hand." The highest scorer for London Branch
being Capt. Coyle, with 65; well done, N.H.C.
Our next darts match will taken place on February 17th,
at " The Eagle," Ladbroke Grove; at this match we are really
going to win. We are on level terms here, " The Eagle " losing
to us on the first
match, taut getting level by winning the
second, so we must really show our real form and beat them
on February 17th. If any members of other Branches are in
that district on that night, give us a look in, you will be
made very welcome, not only by us, but by the Publican as
well.
This darts match will be followed by a shooting match
against Truman's Brewery, on Wednesday, 9th March—this
will he a " battle royal " because we are one down to Trumans;
so come along you sharpshootei's and help London Branch to
victory. Here, too, you can be assured of a very good night's
entertainment. The results of these two matches will be
published in "The Q.O.G." at a later date.
Well, this is all for this time, so good luck alLpast and
present members.
W. A. Cole.

RHODESIA FAIRBRIDGE MEMORIAL
COLLEGE
THE OBJECTS OF THE SCHEME : —
1. The object of the scheme is to select children from
Great Britain who wish to emigrate, to enable them to receive
a sound education in Southern Rhodesia, in order to become
peimanent settlers out there.
The education imparted to the children at the College will
qualify them to gain access to the professions, and to qualify
for a career in industry or the public services.
Preference is given to those candidates who, on account of
circumstances either financial
or compassionate, are in real
need of such an opportunity. There are now 98 boys and girls
at the College.
2. SITUATION : The College is situated at Induna, ten
miles N.E. of Bulaways in Southern Rhodesia—the site of an
R.A.F. Training Station during the war. There are ample
playing field,
tennis courts, squash courts, a gymnasium, and
a large swimming bath.
There is a holiday home at Kynysna by the sea, where
parties of children are sent.
3. EDUCATION and RELIGION : The Rhodesian State
system provides free education up to and including Univei'sity,
Matriculation or other approved school—leaving certificates.
At the end of the primary school stage, the child passes into
the secondary school. At the end of this course, the pupil is
eligible for many valuable bursaries and scholarships, tenable
at Universities in the Union of South Africa, and in special
cases at oveiseas universities. Pupils will also be eligible for
three Rhodes scholarships at Oxford.

Subscription rates: —

Other Ranks 51- per annum, post free;
Officers 91 per annum, post free;
Single Copies 5d., post free.
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MY JOB—YOU CAN HAVE IT!
.4 CAMEO FROM BURMA, by SGT. J. NEWTON
(Republished by kind permission of the Editor of the " Manchester Regiment Gazette.")

Five women are chasing me, and all I have 011 is a shirt
and a tin hat. One of them is catching me up. My legs feel
like lead. She grabs me by the ankle. I'm falling down,
down. . . . Then a voice breaks in : " Come on, Sarge ! It's
time for standto ! "
I curse and remember there's a war on and I'm in Burma.
I do some more cursing and ease out of my blanket. Remem
bering that there's supposed to be a party of Japs in the area.
I shut up, cram on my bush hat, collect my Sten gun and
move off round the defences. Some of the chaps are already
in their holes. I guess they are feeling like me, b
y awful
and grimy. I stride round the sleeping pits and kick a few
of the heavy sleepers; I guess I ought to exhibit my authority
occasionally. The officer is hanging about, so I quickly sort out
the night sentries and find that nothing worth notifying has
happened. I tell the officer this. He grunts, and I decide he's
not properly awake yet.
Everyone in their pits now, and fully awake I look at my
watch. Only five minutes since I woke up. What a drag ! I
go round the defences again. Everything O.K., except I trip
over a root and fetch down a beauty. It's 06.15 hours now,
and just becoming light. Soon be standdown, so I mooch
over to where the cook is still sleeping and start to wake him.
Very gently—can't afford to rub him the wrong way. I'm
thinking of a cup of char, cook's special early brew. He moans
and turns over. I persevere, gentle as a district nurse. He sits
up to shout, surprised : " What's up ! " He knows damn well
what's up, but I let that slide. He sinks back and sighs. My
patience is gradually dwindling, so I move off. Can't afford
to rile him. A runner comes along and says : " Will I stand
down ? " I ask him where he got his commission and authority
to give orders. The officer is roaming round—I'm willing to
bet he's got the same idea as I have. I give it another ten
minutes, then stroll over again to cook. He says, " Good
morning, Sarge ! " A very good sign. I don't see what I'm
looking for though, so I offer him a cigarette. He accepts,
and then I spot it, steaming enticingly in a small hand bowl.
" Any char ? " I ask, and he nods. " Want a wet ? " It's my
turn to nod. Just as I'm raising the mug to my lips, I hear
a noise behind me:
" Oh ! Sergeant—about that patrol
today ! " It's the officer. He doesn't fool me. It isn't the
first time he has trailed me in the early morning. I hand
him the mug just the same. " Oh ! Thanks ! " he says, and
tries to sound surprised. " Damn good," he finishes,
when the
mug is just about horizontal.
He strolls off, so I finish
what's left in the mug, and look
at cook pathetically. He grins and fills it up again. The
bacon is now sizzling, and does it smell good ! Everyone is
coming to his senses. One more day has started. I tell the
corporal to change the sentries, and that breakfast will be up
in ten minutes. He asks if there is any washing water. He
knows quite well there isn't any. What a life ! When we have
plenty of water I'm always having to chase blokes to get washed
and shaved. When we have no water, everyone seems to go
on a purity campaign and remember that cleanliness is next
to holiness. Just the same as when we're in a rest area and
" safe." They all start moaning and want to get moving up
to the front. And what the hell !—when we are up the line
getting a few grenades chucked at us, everyone wants to know
when it's going to be our turn for a rest, and is it fair that
we should be expected to win the war on our own.
The officer approaches me with that wellknown look and
takes me aside to give me the dope. We are on the move at
13.00 hours, long thrutch with mules. We'll be out a few days
and we'll have to live on what we can carry. Will I get moving
and see to the packing up, check the ammunition and see that
the chaps' boots and socks are in good shape. And will I send
a party to collect our rations. And so on. And so on. He
finishes at last and says he has got to get on to H.Q. for final
orders and hopes to find everything ready when he gets back.
He says it as though he was conferring a decoi'ation on me;
or at least a great favour. However, as I can't say what I'm
thinking, I bellow for everyone to gather round. I start pass
ing on the information, being vague about the marching to
be done. But a wise type is ahead of me, and wants to know
exactly how far we are going. So I give it them on the chin
and wander away, almost smelling the blue haze behind me.

I find
a shady spot, and sit back to have a smoke—not
for long. The field telephone rings. It's the SergeantMajor.
He wants me to check all paybooks, get a list of all men due
for inoculation and vaccination, and let him have the answer
by midday, and is this understood. I tell him it is, and I
clip the final
" Sir." The phone buzzes off and I tell him
what I think of sergeantmajors in general and ours in particu
lar. I spot a lancecorporal strolling with a cigarette in his mouth.
He sees me eyeing him, and moves off in echelon. I'm too
quick for him. I was a lancejack myself once. I tell him
about the paybooks and to get on with the job. That leaves
me a few more minutes of peace. It's getting on for 8.30 hours
and the sun is coming up. I remove a few layers of clothing
and allow the goosepimples to sort themselves out. I take
a roll call on my cigarettes—three whole ones and a few butts.
Things are definitely humming now, so I take out my note
book and start a tour of inspection. I kick a few bundles of
ammunition to see that they are secure. One falls apart, and
I hear a word I've never heard before. It comes from the
man responsible for the bundle. He used to work on a barge.
I get hold of a corporal and take it out of him. Having asserted
myself, I move off again and find a quiet spot under a tree.
I light one of my whole cigarettes and treat myself to a few
drags. I think our chaps are going nuts. They get so worked
up when we've got to move. But they moan even worse when
we are static. I think I'd like to swop jobs with the fellow
next door at home. He's a W.O.I* now at a reinforcement
camp.
The mules arrive with their Indian leaders and add a bit
to the lovely confusion. I send for the Havildar in charge and
ask if he knows about the patrol. He does, but he hasn't got
any rations. I swallow a bit, and get on the phone to H.Q.
They will arrange extra rations, and wants to know why my
ration party hasn't turned up yet. I do a section stalk up
behind some chatterers, and pounce. "You! You! You! You ! "
That detail settled, I decide I might as well visit cook again.
He is sorting bully and biscuits. He says a brew will be up
in five minutes . This cheers me, so I decide to give the fellows
a short break. That cheers them up. I hang around, spotting
Smith, who has just returned from U.K. leave with some
blighty cigarettes. He spots me too, and gives me one. I take
it and light tip.
The ration party returns and we start breaking down the
rations into oneman loads. I look at my watch, and see that
we move off in thirty minutes. I go round speeding things up.
In twenty minutes everything is ready. I call the roll and
find two men missing. A corporal finds them for me, sleeping
in their trenches. I tell them they are both 011 a charge, and
will be up before the Company Commander when we get back.
I shout for my signaller. It is time he reeled in the cable
and packed up the phone. It buzzes. I grab it and say,
" Hello ! " And I don't say it softly. It is the O.C. He asks,
" Is that the platoon sergeant ? " I identify myself as such.
He says that he has seen my officer. There has been a slight
alteration of plans. The move is now off. And would I let
him have the hard tack rations back at once . I feel rude,
taut I'm not. I'm top of the promotion list, and the Sergeant
Major may get malaria, or even stop a bullet. I don't exactly
want him to. Or do I ? I say, " Very good, sir," quietly, and
buzz off.
I cool myself down. I pass the news on to the men. Just
as I thought. When they've got something to do, they don't
want it. Now that they've nothing to do, there's hell to pay.
What a war*, I think, and who the hell wants my job. You
can have it !
* Warrant Officer, 1st Class.
t
While a camera man was working for the educational
department of a film company he met an old farmer in the
lane. "I have just been taking some moving pictures of life
on your farm," he said to him. " Did you catch any of my
men moving ? " asked the farmer curiously. " I did," came the
reply. The farmer shook his head reflectively. " Science is
a wonderful thing," he said.
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HOME COUNTIES AREA.
"Quo Fas et Gloria Ducunt."
BATTLE HONOURS BORNE ON THE REGIMENTAL COLOUR :
The Sphinx, superscribed "Egypt."
"Vlmiera." "Corunna," "Almaraz," "Vlttoria," "Pyrenees." "Nive."
"Orthes,"
"Peninsula,"
"Punnlar,"
"Moodkee."
"Ferozeshah." "Aliwal," "Sobraon," "Alma," "Inkerman," "Sevastopol," "Lucknow," "New Zealand," "Egypt, 1882,"
"Nile, 188485," "South Africa, 190002," Afghanistan, 1919."

"Mons,"

"Ypres,

1914,

'15,

BATTLE HONOURS BORNE ON THE KING'S COLOUR :
'17, '18.' "Hill 60," "Somme, 1916, '18," "Vimy, 1917," "Italy, 1917, '18," "Gallipoll, 1915,"
" Gaza," " Defence of Kut Al Almara," "Sharqat."

THE GREAT WAR BATTLE HONOURS—18 BATTALIONS :
"Mons," "Le Cateau." "Retreat from Mons." "Marne. 1914," "Aisne, 1914," "La Bassee, 1914," Messines, 1914, '17,"
"Ypres, 1914, '15 '17, 18," "Hill 60." "Gravenstavel." "St. Julien,"
"Frezenberg,"
"Loos,"
"Somme,
1916,
*18,"
"Albert, 1916, '18," "Bazentin," "Delville Wood," "Pozleres," "Guillemont,"
"FlersCourcelette,"
"Morval,"
"Thlepval,"
"Le Transloy," "Ancre Heights," "Ancre, 1916, '18," Arras," 1917,
'18."
"Vimy,
1917,"
"ScarfSe,
1917,"
"Oppy,"
"Pilckem." "Langemarck, 1917," "Menin Road," "Polygon Wood," "Broodseinde." "Passchendaele," "Cambral, 1917, '18"
"St. Quentin," "Rosieres," "Avre," Villers Bretonneux," "Lys," "Hazebrouck." "Kemmel," "Amiens," "Bapaume, 1918,"
"Hindenburg
Line," "Epehy,"
"Canal
du
Nord," "St.
Quentin
Canal,"
"Courtral,"
"Selle," ^ "Sambre,"
"France and Flanders, 191418," "Italy, 1917, '18." "Suvla," "Landing at Suvla." "Scimitar Hill," "Gallipoll, 1915."
" Rumani,"
" Egypt,
191516,"
" Gaza,"
" El Mughar," "Jerusalem," "Jericho," ' Tell 'Asur," "Palestine, 1917, '18"
"Defence of Kut Al Amara," "Sharqat," "Mesopotamia. 191518."

"Editorial
We all heartily congratulate the 1st Battalion on
winning the Eastern Command Cross Country Champion
ship at Colchester on the 16th February.
The Army Championship was run at Leicester on the
4th March; the Battalion was placed 7th.
It may be remembered that the 2nd Battalion won
the Army Cross Country Championship in 1937.
A telegram was despatched to The East Surrey Regi
ment on the 10th February on the occasion of the anni
versary of the Battle of Sabraon.
MEMORIAL SERVICE
LT.COLONEL. A. C. CORFE, D.S.O.

A most impressive Memorial Service was held in St.
Lawrence Church, Catford, on Wednesday, 16th February,
1949, to the memory of the late LieutenantColonel A. C.
Corfe, D.S.O.
The Vicar, the Rev. Basil W. B. Matthews, B.A., Padre
to the llth (Lewisham) Battalion, conducted the Service,
and the Rev. F. L. Holditch (Vicar of Rickmansworth,
Rural Dean of Watford), who had been Chaplain to the
122nd Brigade, gave the address.
The Service was attended by over 200 Members of
the Association, relatives and friends.
(Editor: It is regretted we have been unable to re
publish the script in full owing to the lack of space).

DATES TO NOTE
23rd and 24th April.—Regimental Golf Meeting at
Littlestone.
10th June.—Regimental Dinner and "At Home " .at
the May Fair Hotel.
We hope that next month we shall be in a position to
publish a roll of the Regular Officers, showing their present
employment and location.
*

*

*

»

REGIMENTAL CRICKET
The following Regimental matches have so far been
arranged for the season: —
May 28th: v. Mote C.C. at Maidstone (Mote
ground).
June 1st: v. Queen's Royal Regiment at Guildford.
July 27th and 28th: v. The Buffs at Maidstone
(Depot ground).
July 29th and 30th: v. Band of Brothers at Maid
stone (Depot ground).
Will any Past or Present Members of the Regiment
who would like to play in these matches please send their
names to O.C. Depot, The Barracks, Maidstone.
«

$

*

«

The Editor acknowledges with thanks, receipt of the
following journals: —
Dragon
R.A.O.C. Journal
Globe and Laurel
Sapper
Tank
R.A.S.C. Journal
Snapper
K.S.L.I. & Hereford L.T,
St. George's Gazette
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OFFICERS' ASSOCIATION

A meeting of the Regimental Council was held in the
Barracks, Maidstone, at 11.45 a.m. on the 12th of February,
1949. The following were present:—
Chairman: Brig. W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E.. Colonel The
Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
Members: Col. W. V. Palmer, Lt.Col. E. S. Kerr. Col. B. L.
Clay. O.B.E., Brig. E. W. D. Western, D.S.O., Lt.Col. A. Martyn.
Maj. C. H. Keenlyside. Mr. L. W. Dawson, Mr. P. W. Walker,
W.O.I. (R.S.M.) A. J. Hayley, Sgt. J. Dowsing, Lt.Col. A. A.
Eason.
MINUTES
1.—The Colonel of the Regiment opened the meeting.
2.—The Minutes of the Council Meeting of the 17th January,
1948, were produced.
Blue Whistle Cord.—The Chairman informed the meet
ing that he would raise the matter with the War Office.
It was recommended that the question of a plaited whistle
cord should be dropped.
Proposed by Col. Palmer and seconded by Brig. Western
that the minutes should be confirmed. Carried.
3.—War Memorial and Regimental History. — A letter from
Lt.Col. H. N. Edwards, M.B.E., was read apologising for
nonattendance through illhealth.
It was recommended that the amendments to the official
casualty lists, mentioned by Lt.Col. Edwards, should be
taken up with the War Office.
With regard to the Regimental History, Lt.Col. Edwards
reported that with the exception of the 6th Battalion, he
had been successful in obtaining accounts of the cam
paigns from those who actually took part in them. He
regretted that pressure of business prevented him from
spending as much time at the Regimental History as he
would have liked.
It was agreed that a further application, through Regi
mental Headquarters, should be made to the 6th Battalion
for someone to write up the account of the campaigns in
which they fought.
4.—Meeting of the Colonels' Committee of H.C. Bde.—Lt.Col.
Martyn gave a resume of the meeting.
5.—Officers' Association.—The Chairman invited the following
to become coopted members of the Association: Col. W. V
Palmer. Lt.Col. E. S. Kerr, Brig. E. W. D. Western, D.S.O.

A meeting of the Officers' Association was held in the
Barracks, Maidstone, at 3.45 p.m., on Saturday, 12th February,
1949. The following were present:—
Chairman: Brig. W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E.. Colonel The
Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
Members: Col. W. V. Palmer (coopted), Lt.Col. E. S. Kerr
(coopted). Col. B. L. Clay, O.B.E., Brig. E. W. D. Western,
D.S.O. (coopted). Lt.Col A. Martyn, Maj. C. H. Keenlyside,
Lt.Col. A. A. Eason.
MINUTES
1.—The Minutes of the Meeting of the 13th November. 1948,
were produced. Proposed by Brig. Western and seconded
by Lt.Col. Martyn that the Minutes be confirmed. Carried.
2.—Regimental Dinner and "At Home."—It was decided to hold
the Regimental Dinner and "At Home" at the MAYFAIR
HOTEL on Friday, 10th June. It was decided to leave the
question of dress as it has been during the past three
years.
3.—Regimental Tent (Maidstone Cricket Week).—Lt.Col. Kerr
and Maj. Keenlyside were invited to bring the invitation
list uptodate.
4.—Regimental Golf.—Major Keenlyside reported that arrange
ments were being made to hold it at LITTLESTONE on
23rd and 24th April, and that full details were being
published in "The Queen's Own Gazette."
5.—Regimental Cricket. — Major Keenlyside reported that
several matches had been arranged: full details would
appear in the Regimental "Gazette." He was instructed to
investigate the possibility of holding an Officers' Dance on
Friday, 29th July.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

A meeting of the Regimental Executive Committee was
held in the Barracks, Maidstone, at 12.15 p.m. on the 12th
February, 1949. The following were present:—
Chairman: Brig. W. P. Oliver, C.B.. O.B.E., Colonel The
Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
Members: Col. W. V. Palmer, Lt.Col. A. Martyn. Maj. C. H.
Keenlyside, Mr. L. W. Dawson. W.O.I. (R.S.M.) A. J. Hayley.
Sgt. J. Dowsing, Lt.Col. A, A. Eason.
MINUTES
1—The Minutes of the Meeting of the 13th November, 1948,
were produced. It was proposed by Lt.Col. Martyn and
seconded by R.S.M. Hayley that the Minutes should be
confirmed. Carried.
2—Regimental Day, 1949.—It was decided that the form which
celebrations should take on the 8th September should be
left in the hands of the Officers Commanding Regular
Battalion and Depot.
3.—Reunion.—It was decided that the Reunion should be held
on Sunday, 24th July, subject to the concurrence of the
Committee of the Past and Present Association.
It was suggested that our ColonelinChief should be
invited to attend; the Chairman intimated that he would
discuss the matter with the Chairman of the Past and
Present Association.
4.—The late Lt.Col. A. C. Corfe, D.S.O.—Col. Palmer brought
to the notice of the meeting the grievous loss sustained by
the 11th (Lewisham) Battalion, by the sudden death of
Lt.Col. Corfe, who had always been a great friend of the
the Regiment.
The Committee requested Mr. L. W. Dawson to convey
their deepest sympathy to the relatives and to the mem
bers of the 11th (Lewisham) Battalion.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
L. C. Rootes
F. Carl in
C. E. Norman, M.M
E. M. Elvy
Lt.Col. H. N. Edwards, M.B.E.
R. S. Launder
A. Coker
J. T. Kemp
W. P. Warren
L. Clarke
W. H. Hall
N. Gore
J. Mackintosh
Capt. H. Cooke
G. R. Walster
M. A. Brett
A. Glynn
W. Rouse
A. T. Town
R. Halsey
W. H. Goodsell
H. A. Elson
F. G. Athawes
Capt. D. O. Faulkner
W. Pollard
G. Bishop
J. A. Eason
L. C. Watkins
T. Sergison
W. A. Wainscott
J. Langridge
G. G. Thorne
S. Edgell
Col. H. Wilkin, M.B.E., M.C.
W. J. Wallace

£

s.
5
5
5
5
9
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
9
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
9
5
5
5
5
1 6
5
5
5
5
5
10
5

d.
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
8
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

|It is regretted that space does not permit us to publish
a complete list of subscribers who have paid by Banker's Order;
this will appear next month.—Editor.]
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Social and Personal
During the month we had the pleasure of a visit from
Major P. C. M. Buckle, who is G.S.O. II. Catterick District. He
took up the appointment in February last year.
V
*
*

We are also pleased to record a visit from Maj. H. B. H.
Waring and Capt. W. W. Stitt. The former is Brigade Major
133 (Kent and Sussex) Inf. Bde.. T.A.. Tunbridge Wells, and
the latter is employed with the Kent T.A. Association Head
quarters.
Maj. Waring has promised an interesting addition to the
Museum in the shape of a copy of the diary of Col. John
Pettitt at Sobraon.
»

$

*

#

Maj. B. J. R. Stoneliam paid us a visit a short time ago.
He is still with East Anglian District as a Permanent President
of Courts Martial.
*
»
*
a
Maj. M. G. M. Archer is a G.S.O. 3 at the War Office. At
present he is at home recovering from an attack of influenza.
We hope he will make a speedy recovery.
*

*

*



*

Maj. G. B. Courtney is in the Information Department of
the British Embassy, Teheran, Iran.
He says he is now
attached to the Foreign Service and is likely to be abroad for
some years.
*
*
*
ip
Capt. A. J. Wilson, M.C.. is now in Denmark on a lecture
tour. He broadcast a short talk on "Education by Travel" on the
Danish Radio Network on Sunday, 27th February.
He has visited us on a couple of occasions and we hope
to see him again soon.
*

*

*

*

*

Capt. L. Maynard, whose home address is Nepicar House.
Wrotham Heath, pays vis occasional visits, and we are always
pleased to see him.
*

*

*

„

Maj. R. C. E. Mines informs us that Maj. D. J. McLelland,
who served with the 1st Battalion in Italy and Greece, now
commands a Battery of 20th County of London Regt. (T.A.).
He also informs us that Lt.Col. Christofas is at present
working at the Foreign Office and is going abroad shortly.
4

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
27, Newark Road,
Gloucester.
May I add a few details to Mr. Macintosh's account of
the 1st Bn.'s victory over the Worcester Regt. (the Saucy
Greens) at Shorncliffe, when they won the Hallam Parr Shield ?
Both sets of goalposts were adorned with bottles of
Worcester sauce, six bottles at one end and a single bottle
at the other—this being intended as a reminder of their
score against us in our previous match. If my recollections
are correct, these are a few of the players taking part in that
cup final: —
Jim Butcher (goal), Lurgey Thompson, Jimmie Keeble.
Bob Verral, Jack Powell, Jimmy Green or Drummer
Burrows, Bobby Pease, Tom White, All. Holden, Sgt.
Reynolds, Poney Moore and Tom Huggett.
In my first
game with the Depot team fortyfour years
ago. I had the pleasure of playing with such fine old stalwarts
as Joe Bass, Gus Neighbour, Drummer Finney (with the
tremendous kick). Jim Merrett. MacGregor (and what a player 
was Mac !) Sweeney (a clever and brainy centreforward) and
Capt. Elgood, who really preferred Ruggah ! Our transport
was rather primitive. Wc travelled in horsedrawn coaches
and often received affectionate farewells from the locals who
pelted us with a confetti of mud.
I consider that the Depot fielded
its best teams in 1912,
13, 14, when they won the local leagues and cups and met the
R.E. (Chatham) in the Army and Amateur Cups. In both
games we were beaten by the odd goal, a penalty in one match,
and after extra time in the other. The R.E. went on to win
both cups that season.
S.M. Joey Outen saw to it that the team was really fit.
Training took place at 7 a.m. every morning in the gym., or
if fine,
alsong the towpath. Woe betide those who were
absent ! But this seldom happened as the whole team were
keen and had that pukkha spirit needed in every team.
Should any of the players mentioned be interested and
care to write I shall be delighted to reply to them.
W. F. Keeble.
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Col. D. E. B. Talbot, D.S.O., M.C.,
United Kingdom Service Liaison Staff,
Office of the High Commissioner
for the United Kingdom,
Wellington, N.Z.
21st February, 1949

Dear Editor.
I feel that the death of Sir Malcolm Campbell, M.B.E., on
New Year's Eve should not pass unnoticed by members of
" The Queen's Own." Sir Malcolm served with the Regiment
from the outbreak of the first World War until transferring to
the R.F.C. in 1916. At one stage he was Bn. Transport Officer
of his Bn. (4th or 5th R.W.K.) while it was camping in
Summerhill Park, Tonbridge.
Between the wars, he achieved fame by breaking the world's
land speed record on several occasions and in 1938 he also
broke the world's water speed record. The latter record he
still held at the time of his death.
I first met Sir Malcolm in 1941 while I was a G.S.O.II in
Combined Operations. In spite of the fact that he was on
the General List, he steadfastly refused to wear anything
other than the uniform of the Regiment including the buttons
and badge. He was extremely proud of his association with
the Regiment during the Great War and always referred to it
in glowing terms.
War time readers of the Q.O.G. may remember his inter
esting articles on his racing career, which were published in
1942 or 1943. It was with great difficulty that I finally
man
aged to persuaded him to write those articles for, though only
too keen to do anything for the Regiment, he was somewhat
shy about recording his successes in print. I had also hoped
to get him to write a third article on his experiences while
seeking treasure trove in the Caribbean, but unfortunately
" the exigencies of the service " intervened.
To turn to another subject, I was very glad to see that
B.C. Phillips, who served in one of our T.A. Bns. and was taken
prisioner in May, 1940, was runnerup in the Amateur Squash
Championships this year. I hope he brings it off next year.
I hope to send you something about our New Zealand
Allied Regiment—The Canterbury Regiment—shortly.
21, Edgehill House,
Loughborough Road,
Brixton, S.W.,9.
Sir,
22nd February, 1949.
Enclosed you will find a photo, taken in my sitting room
early this month, and which I think will be of interest to
exmembers of the 1st Battalion if you would print it in "The
Queen's Own Gazette." You will no doubt recognise Johnny
Gammell. third from left, who has. as I mentioned in my
previous letter, recently retired from the Palestine Police, and

was previously, as you know, our Welterweight Champion in
India. From left to right: ExBdsm. Frier, ExL/C. Fenwick.
J. Gammell, and ExBdsm. J. Walker. Frier served in The
Queen's Own from 1924 to 1936. and. like myseir and Walker,
was an exBoy. I served in the Regiment from 1923 to 1932
and Walker from 1928 until 1949. I believe. J. Gammell served
in the Regiment from 1922 until 1929. So between us there is
nearly 50 years' sex'vice with the 50th.
—Yours very sincerely,
JAMES ROBERT FENWICK
(e.x633878, 1st Bn.).
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Gillingham, Kent.
1st March, 1949.

Dear Sir.
Like our old comrade, Charlie Stringer, I listened to the
recent broadcast from the Royal Hospital, Chelsea, and heard
one of the inpensioneiys saying that he served with the
Worcester Regt. in the " Starving Eighth ' in South Africa.
We had only been a few days in South Africa, when a
ration party of the Worcesters wandered at night into the
Boer lines and were taken prisoner, inluding their camp
kettles.
Our Regt. loaned the Worcesters some of ours. The conse
quence was, already on short rations, we underwent a further
cut, both in meat and coffee.
In his book, " The Great Boer War," the late Conan Doyle
referring to " Rundle's Starving Eighth," says : " Badly sup
plied with food, he and his halfstarved men held bravely to
their task and no soldiers in all that great host deserve better
of their country."
Yours respectfully,
W. Williams,
ExNo. 2879.
Command and General Staff College,
Fort Leavenworth,
Kansas, U.S.A.
11th February, 1949.
In response to your appeal for news of officers serving
away from the Regiment, we send you this letter from Fort
Leavenworth, Kansas, U.S.A.
There are only two of us here : Col. Geoffrey Elliott and
Maj. Peter Turner. The fofmer is British Instructor here, but
officially entitled " Chief, British Section " (he is the Section :
there is none other than a half share of a stenographer,
shared with the U.S. Navy Section). The latter is a student,
and at times, one of the former's victims under instruction.
We are a long way from the sea—in fact almost in the
centre of this great continent. Fort Leavenworth can be
likened to a small " Aldershot," given up almost solely to the
Staff College. The Staff College is a very much larger organiza
tion than Camberley. In addition to catering for a Regular
Course of 450 students each year, it runs other associated
courses for Reserve Officers, and also produces many of the
U.S. Army tactical and staff pamphlets.
The buildings and amenities are excellent, and includes
golf course, tennis, and squash courts, swimming pools and
many other comfortable additions.
Our hosts are most
hospitable and kindly.
Col. Elliott has a " married quarter" on the Post, and
has with him Mrs. Elliott and the two youngest kids. Maj.
Turner's fiancee, Miss June Holme, is coming cut to marry
him this April, and, incidentally bringing out Col. Elliott's
two eldest children (who were left behind at boarding school).
There are five Brtish Army students on the course, and
also six other officers representing Canada, South Africa, India
and Pakistan. There are, in addition, about fifty
foreign
students, representing twenty other countries, e.g., China,
France and various South American Republics.
It is cold here in winter, and temperatures of zero and
below are common. However, the buildings are very well
heated (too much so for some tastes). We are told that in
summer the temperature averages about 90", and can go to
110" or more : tropical dress is worn from May to October.
That is all for now. Our regards to everyone at home and
elsewhere.
G.G.E.
P.R.H.T.

WANTED
GOODQUALITY SPORTING & ATHLETIC EQUIPMENT.
Anyone who has any article of sports equipment, such as
a cricket bat, or cricket pads, which is in really good
condition, should write to the address given below, giving
full details and the price required; at the same time for
warding the item for sale.
The article will be placed on sale in the Secondhand
Shop and at the end of three months the article (s) will
either be returned, not having been sold, or the price
required will be forwarded—if this has not already been
done.
MAJ. H. A. HAVILLAND, M.B.E., Quartermaster,
The Warren.
R.M.A., Sandhurst,
Camberley, Surrey.

Promotions and Appointments
EXTRACTS FROM THE LONDON GAZETTE

REGULAR ARMY
The undermentioned Offlr. Cadets from the Royal Military
Academy, Sandhurst, to be 2/Lts., 22nd December, 1948, with
seniority, 22nd December, 1948: —
Philip John Goodwin (397901).
John David Norton (400001).
John Raymond Lygo (397970).
The notfn. regarding Capt. V. de Haviland (182505), in
Gazette Supplement, dated 24th December, 1948, is cancelled.
Lt. (Q.M.), now Capt. (Q.M.) F. Osborne (359831), awarded
Long Service and Good Conduct Medal, without gratuity, 15th
November, 1946.
EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS
22017490 Cadet Bernarr Cyril Hardwick Waters (397649), to
be 2 Lt., 25th December, 1948.
2/Lt. W. D. Allen (382943) relinquishes his Commn., 25th
October, 1948, on enlistment in ranks (T.A.).
REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS
The notfn. regarding Lt. J. L. Fowke (50024) in Gazette
Supplement, dated 13th April, 1948, is cancelled.
Lt. A. O. Hyland (60174) relinquishes his Commn., 15th
February, 1949.
Capt. P. M. KempGee, from Emerg. Commn., to be Capt.,
1st Jan., 1949, and is granted the Hon. rank of Maj.
Lt. H. S. Kempson (30731) relinquishes his Commn., 18th
February, 1949.
TERRITORIAL ARMY
Capt. C. W. L. Bird (110640), to be Maj., 19th November,
1948.
The following officers are awarded the Efficiency Medal
(Territorial) : —
Lt. (now T/Maj.) D. N. Court (190015), now Buffs.
Lt. (Hon. Capt.) P. H. Davey (226679).
Lt. Hon. Capt.) L. Hepher (197619).
Lt. (Hon. Cant.) H. E. Ryall (288796).
Capt. (Hon. Maj.) A. H. Coombes (79448), from T.A. Res.
of Offrs. Unattached List, R.A.S.C., to be Capt., 11th October,
1948, retaining present seniority.
Lt. Marc van Hasselt (308374), from R.A. Emerg. Commn.,
to be Lt., 5th October, 1948, with seniority, 24th April, 1947.
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It started in the Ford Home Guard, in 1940; soon it was found that
there were enough instrumentalists at Dagenham to form a military
band.

The Company provided instruments and the music library and

the Ford Works Band was launched.

Now its high standard of per

formance has made it a popular attraction in concerts and on the air.
The Ford Management believes that cultural activities are a vital factor
in promoting healthy human relations in industry.

OF DAGENHAM
CARS - VANS - TRUCKS - TRACTORS
& FARM IMPLEMENTS

We're running into spring conditions
now—it's a time when the weather is full of fits and
starts. On chilly, tricky, changeable days ' A S P R O '
is the best safeguard for immediate use. When
'flu o r chill symptoms appear—or the first signs of
rheumatic pain—the wisest, simplest course is just t o
take 2 'ASPRO' tablets straight away.
The
soothing, calming effect of 'ASPRO' is quickly felt—
the feverishness, aches and pains go and a healthy
skinaction is promoted, which assists in dispelling t h e
cold.
'ASPRO' does not harm the heart orV
stomach. You may take 'ASPRO' with confidence
because it has positively no harmful aftereffects.
'ASPRO', in fact, helps all because it helps N a t u r e —
benefits everyone. So why not

FREE

f,

'ASPRO'
as a Gargle

Two'ASPRO' tab
lets in four table
spoonfuls of water
make an excellent
gargle for sore
Mrs. V. MOORE, of Fulham, writes :—" After being a throat, tonsillitis,
martyr to heavy and repeated colds for many years, I and act as a deter
would like to express my thanks for the relief I have rent.
obtained through the use of 'ASPRO' tablets—taken at O b t a i n a b l e f r o m
(he critical time of the development of a cold. 1 have been
your N.A.A.F I.
through the last two severe winters without more than
CANTEEN
the symptoms, as I find
that hy taking a couple of
ASPROS' directly I feel a told beginning and possibly H'ade by ASPRO LTD.,
Slrugh, Bucks
a further two on going to bed the cold appears to be
discouraged and the symptoms disappear.
yw  u i/~u

.^.'SPRING COLDS &TLU
///mii'^

Cold Symptoms Disappear

'ASPRO' IS N O T HABIT-FORMING
3'49—1

Printed

in Great Britain
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THE ASSOCIATION OF SERVICE NEWSPAPERS ADVERTISEMENT PAGES.
67/68. JERMYN STREET. ST. JAMES'S. S.W.I.
TEL. WHITEHALL 2504

Sold by Chemists &
Stores Everywhere
, P H.GALLOWAV. LTD
\ Qualified Chemists,
J V LONDON. S.E.17
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(Including Purchais Tax)

JACOB'S
Recommended for use in Messes
and Canteens

Every day is a sunny day — if your system
is clean and clear from poisons. A glass of
Eno sees to that, first thing in the morning.
It's a cheerful drink, itself!

Eno's 'Fruit Salt*
2/3 and 3/11 a bottle (tax included).
Printed

in Great

Britain
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THE LATE LT.COL* A. C. CORFE, D.S.O.
Arthur Cecil Corfe first saw light of day in the scholastic
atmosphere of Christ's College, Canterbury, New Zealand, in
December, 1878. for his father, the Rev. C. C. Corfe whose
third son he was, held the post of Headmaster there for a
period of 20 years. With his father's reputation as an athlete
in his Cambridge days, it was little wonder that the son him
self should become a sportsman of international repute.
His leaning was not to learning, however, and in his late
teens he took a position in an Australian Bank, of which an
uncle was a senior manager. The routine of such a life was
irksome and. if report be true, his seniors found him more
than a handful. While in Australia he pursued his sporting
activities with great zest, playing Rugger for Combined
Australia against England when only 20 years of age, whilst
in 1899 he toured England with the All Blacks.
The Boer War came almost as a relief to him. for his was
an adventurous spirit, so we find
him enlisting immediately
as a trooper in the 3rd Queensland Mounted Infantry. Whilst
with that unit, he was present at the Relief of Mafeking. the
Siege of Eland's River and he served throughout the operations
in the Orange Free State and the Transvaal.
In 1900 he was commissioned and later, with the rank of
captain, he became in 1902 Adjutant to the 10th New Zealand
Mounted Rifles.
On the declaration of peace, he was retained in the service
of the Repatriation Department of the Transvaal, eventually
deciding to make South Africa his home. The call of the open
air and his love of horses assisted in his decision to take up
farming in the Transvaal, although there is little to show that
he made more than a modest success of extracting her fruits
from Mother Earth.
His inclinations were more to soldiering than to farming,
as we see from the fact that he raised a squadron of Dutch
Volunteers in 1995 on the Swazi Border and from then until
1914 was, with his unit, frequently called out for Strike Duty
or Native Alarms. Promotion to Major in the 7th Southern
Mounted Rifles followed a course at the Union of South Africa
Military School. Bloemfontein, in early 1913, and this placed
him well for an appointment when war was declared in 1914.
Meanwhile, he had not been inactive in civil matters, for
he was Town Clerk of Bethal, Transvaal, for a period and was
also for some years Honorary Secretary of the Progressive
(Parliamentary) Association for the High Veldt.
When the war clouds began to gather in 1914, Major Corfe
applied for an appointment on the Permanent Force (Stall)
but did not receive immediate recognition; as soon as the
Declaration came, however, he was appointed Chief Stall" Officer
to General Tobias Smuts with whom he served until the
German South West Africa campaign was successfully concluded.
It was not Major Corfe's nature to go back to his farm
and its peaceful pursuits while the conflict of arms in Europe
was still raging and the position of the Allies such that every
man of military experience was needed, and, in fact, vital".
His farm was swiftly sold and his wife and family brought to
England; for it was during his period of farming that he had
married Violet Georgina, daughter of G.H.S. Boyd, a Freeman
of the City of Dublin.
The War Office were not quick to recognise Maj. Corfe's
qualities and experience and it was not until August, 1915, that
he was notified that he would be given an appointment as
SecondinCommand to one of the " Kitchener" Bns., which
were then in course of being raised.
As all his service had been with Mounted Units, the
prospect of infantry work did not entirely appeal to him, but
he was determined to make the best of it. In later years, he
has confessed many times to us old comrades of his, that there
was in his heart a germ of disdain for the " footslogger," but
it was like him to admit that it took but a very short time
for his disdain to be transformed into intense admiration.
How lucky it was for the 11th (Lewisham) Bn., The
Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, that it was to us
that Major Corfe was posted on the 3rd September, 1915 !
How many times has he told us since how lucky he has felt
himself to be, in being so posted !
The Bn. was then in billets at Catford and was not yet
up to strength. There, was. however, already a Secondin
Command, in the person of Major Annesley, but Major Corfe
consented to act as Junior Major in charge of A Coy. He has
confessed that it was hard going for some time, to get the
hang of infantry tactics and the usages of the British Army;
how well he applied himself to the job of learning them was
evidenced before many months had passed.

When the Bn. embarked at Southampton on the 2nd May.
1916, Major Corfe went as SecondinCommand to Lt.Col. A. F.
Townshend, who had succeeded Lt.Col. H. L. Searle in the
command.
With the death of Col. Townshend from wounds received
in the attack on Flers on the 15th September, 1916, Major
Corfe was appointed to the command and, from then onward,
we became more and more his battalion.
The writer is privileged to have before him many of the
" Dear Old Colonel's " private papers, extracts from confidential
reports, letters passing between him and his Seniors.
In the reports are the oftrepeated phrases: " A born
leader of men," " a most capable soldier of inspiring personality,"
" a strong determined character," " all ranks under his com
mand have complete confidence and trust in him." " a most
gallant soldier in the field." " he has drive and initiative, and
the welfare of his men at heart; they_ have the greatest con
fidence in him."
Under his leadership, the 11th Bn., "The Queen's Own,"
became a fighting
unit of great efficiency and its record is one
of which any Regiment might be proud.
The fact that Col. Corfe was awarded the Distinguished
Service Order three times in a period of seven months, bears
witness to his courage and the battalion's activities.
When, in March, 1918, the 11th Bn. was disbanded, Col.
Corfe was appointed to comand the Tenth, which within a
week, became embroiled in the great German advance on the
Somme.
Previously badly wounded in the attack on Tower Hamlets
in September, 1917, the Colonel was unfortunate in receiving
a further wound near Bapaume, and in being taken prisoner.
But for this, there it little doubt that he would shortly have
been appointed to a Brigade.
Thus began another phase of his life and one in which his
qualities shone, if possible, more than during his period in
command of the Eleventh.
His final destination was Graudenz near the Polish Border
and, although he was not the Senior Officer in the camp, he
was elected to the position of being in charge and responsible
to the German Kommandant for the 799 officer prisoners of
many nationalities there.
When, eventually, release came, the Colonel received from
his fellowprisoners there a letter of appreciation—one extract
will suffice to show their feelings :
Your own private room was the most frequented one
in camp. Why ? Because if anyone had a complaint to
make, or sought to have a wrong redressed, or if anyone
wished to escape but lacked the means, where did he go ?
—to your room; and notwithstanding your capacity as
President of the Camp Committee, your privacy was out
raged by the German authorities."
The silver tea service which accompanied the letter, was
one of the Colonel's most treasured possessions, and his men
tion in Despatches for his " valuable services whilst a prisoner
of war " was an honour of which he was exceedingly proud.
Once back in England, Colonel Corfe soon found himself
in command of a " young soldiers" Bn. and proceeded to
France and thence to Germany to serve in the Army of
Occupation.
Later he was awarded the Croix de Guerre (French).
The next phase of Colonel Corfe's life saw him in a fresh
role—he was appointed by the League of Nations as the
neutral President of the Mixed Commission for Greco
Bulgarian Intermigration. These repatriation duties, with
their multitude of problems, took nearly 12 years to complete
and earned for Colonel Corfe glowing tributes for his tact,
patience and success in dealing with the Governments of these
two Balkan Countries—a task at no time easy, at that time an
almost insuperable one.
Whilst he was still engaged in the Balkans, the exmembers
of his battalion formed themselves into an Old Comrades
Association and appointed him President, but it was not until
November, 1932, that he was able to be present in person at
one of our functions.
From then onward, he has missed only one or two and it
is chiefly due to his interest in the men who served under
him and in their wives and children, that the Association is
today as strong and as keen as ever it was. Our President's
sudden death is a very real blow to us and he will be sadly
and sorely missed.
How very proud he was of us all ! How we appreciated his
friendship
How keen he was that none of us should forget
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the comradeship of our fighting
days ! Never did he miss a
chance to urge the reading of the Bn. History—" The Bible "
as he called it—and such it was to him, for he always kept it
by his bedside and would often read a chapter before going
to sleep.
When, in 1933 and 1934, whilst awaiting the League of
Nations call to a further post, only to be told in the end that
there was not one for him, and Col. Corfe became, as he called
himself, " one of the unemployed—a potential ' down and out,' "
it was the great privilege of a number of his former officers to
take him into their families for a period and assist in finding
him a job.
At long last, after a short spell as organizing Secretary in
the North of England for Earl Haig's Officers' Association, he
applied for and obtained a post after his own heart. Always
intensely interested in the man who has fallen on bad times,
he set about the establishing of a Hostel for the S.O.S. Society,
who had originally taken their material from the Embankment.
Colonel Corfe was just the man for the job—his flair for
obtaining the confidence of others enabling him to get down
to their level and so be in a position to assist them hack into
the society of their fellow men.
For the past 15 years he has made the Society's work his
life, and now he has died in harness as he would have wished.
Our sympathy goes out to Mrs. Corfe; to " Bill," his elder
son now teaching flying in South Africa; to " Jim." the younger,
now with ShellMex in Beirut after a distinguished career in
the Regiment; and to his daughters, Jean (now with her hus
band in the Diplomatic Service in Vienna) and Ursula, married
to Capt. Mervyn Frost, recently demobilised after service with
" The Queen's Own."
The Regiment may well be proud of this gallant soldier,
who typified the Regimental motto—" INVICTA.",
R.O.R.

"AIRBORNE

AID"

By MAJOK J. P. COLGAN
Republished with kind permission oj the Editor oj
" The Sprit; oj Shillelagh."

Berlin today, three years after the war. is still a dead
city. The people still seem apathetic in everything except their
endeavours for food and their fear of the Communists. The
food position was actually improving before the blockade, and
as yet stocks are at least adequate. The black market
flourishes
quite openly in the streets, in front of the evil
smelling ruins. Ugly rusting twisted girders protrude from
the weedgrown piles of debris. These festering masses are
being cleared away very slowly mainly because many of the
workers engaged on the job are old women who pick the ruins
with their hands, loading bricks and blocks of masonary into
trolleys on the miniature railway which runs through many
of the streets. By doing hard manual labour these old ladies
qualify for extra rations, which is the biggest incentive of all.
The only public transport in the city for the Germans is
provided by the electric trams and the Metro. The twocoach
trams are aiways packed to more than capacity— and this
is where the worst direct feature of the blockade comes into
force, the power cut—they stop running at 6 p.m. There is
no light after that time, except candles, which are now priceless.
As part of the effort to relieve the economic blockade of
Berlin, the Allies opened rip their air supply line and it is
clearly the biggest operation of its kind since the war. The
Army' has done most of the organizing at base for the supply
of commodities, with the R.A.S.C. and the Forward Airfield
Supply Organization both playing an important part.
KEAR AIR SUPPLY ORGANIZATION (HAMBURG)

+

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & DEATHS
DEATH

CORY.—On February 9th, 1949, peacefully, at Hempstead,
Bearsted, Kent, Laura Emily, dearly loved wife of Lt.Gen.
Sir George Cory. Cremation private. Funeral service at
the Church of the Holy Cross. Bearsted, on Tuesday,
February 15th, at 12.15 p.m.

*
Subscription rates: —
Other Ranks 5/ per annum, post free;
Officers 91 per annum, post free;
Single Copies 5d., post free.

After some delay because of bad weather, which did not
entirely stop operations, the Sunderland Flying Boats of No.
201 and 230 Squadron and 235 O.C.U. operating as a wing
from Calshott got under way. Apart from their load carrying
powers the Sunderlands have a dignity which has a great
psychological value for the Germans, many of whom have never
before seen a flying boat. At the Berlin end of the air cor
ridor on the Havel See the banks of the lake are usually
crowded with people who wait for hours, sometimes in heavy
rain, to watch them operating. The scheme is a further
illustration of the British capacity for turning the original,
unexpected and impossible into a routine. In all phases of the
operation the combined services have cooperated magnificently
and since the Sunderlands arrived on July 5th much of the
improvised equipment at the base at Finkenwarder has been
installed by R.E.M.E., for example, refueling was first
done
by hand from fortygallon petrol drums which was a most
laborious process until a petrol barge was anchored by the
wharf near a mooring point with a floating
pipeline.
Now the refuelling and reloading are carried out simul
taneously and in a matter of minutes. The loading of food
stuffs is carried out by Air Despatch companies of the R.A.S.C.
and on watching them the outstanding impression gained is
the tenacity of all personnel in sticking to the job with every
thing against them. Although the settlement of the dispute
with the Russians is not at the time of writing in sight, one
can feel that here at least there is a determination and assur
ance that there will he no weakening of resolve.
Every type of river craft have been utilised for the opera
tion " Plainfare," Barkassars, Speed Boats, R.A.F. Marine
Tenders, Barges, and most interesting of all, Army DUKWS
(land and water craft). To see these unwieldy looking craft
pull up alongside a food train, load up and then go off the
road, down the beach, cross the Elbe waterway and transfer
their loads to the waiting Sunderlands, provides sufficient
thrills and excitement for the Finkerwarder population to lie
a topic of conversation around their firesides
for some time
to come. The DUKWS crews are excellent and enjoy every
minute of the operation. Whilst they enjoy being the centre
of attraction, they fully realise and appreciate the importance
of their job and go to it accordingly.
There are no holidays on this job. Every day is a working
day. The will to work, the cooperation by all concerned and
the organization is such that no one really minds the long
hours, the vagaries of the weather or the obstacles which con
front one daily. As Brigadier C. H. Montague, the Regional
Administrative Officer for Hamburg, very aptly put it, " Every
one is in the picture, knows his particular task and gets on
with it."
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i st BATTALION
During the last four
weeks, the most import
ant events have occurred
in the field of sport. On
the 27tli Jan. the hockev
team travelled to Chat
ham to play the Royal
Engineers in the District
final, which also counted
as the semifinal of the
Command Championship
for the Army Cup. The
match took place under
perfect weather condi
tions before a large crowd
who saw a fast and excit
ing game. At the end ol
ten minutes the Bn. scored
through Maj. Lewis and
with luck might have
gone further ahead, but
two
possible
chances
were missed.
The Sappers then set
tled down and equalised
just before half time. The
second half was a ding
dong
struggle,
which
developed into a battle
between the Bn. defen
ders and the Sapper forwards with our own attack making only
occasional sorties which were quickly broken up. The last
fifteen minutes saw the Bn. under terrific pressure, hut it was
not until the very last minute of the game that the Sappers
finally
broke through to score the winning goal just as the
whistle went for time. The Bn. side did well against a much
younger and faster side, who, incidentally, arc the holders of
the Army Cup, but there is no doubt that the better side
won.
On 9th February the Bn. and Sappers were once again in
opposition, this time in the District Final of the Rugger Com
petition, which was played on a bitterly cold day and in a
real East coast gale, which had a considerable effect on the
play. In the first half, the Bn.. favoured by the wind, attacked
strongly for long periods, but failed to make full use of several
opportunities, and at half time the teams changed over with
no score.
Resuming play, we managed to hold the visitors for the
first fifteen
minutes, but eventually the combination of a
strong wind and very strong pack proved too much for our XV
and in the last twenty minutes the Sappers, by good open play,
scored three goals and a try to run out easy winners. The Bn.
XV played well within themselves and mention must be made
of the work of Morris and Bamett, Capt. Sinclair, Lt. Dodson,
Lt. McMillan and Cpl Kent, but there is no doubt that once
again the best team won.
Turning from these defeats, it is pleasant to be able to
report successes in soccer and crosscountry. In the former,
the Bn. team has now entered the final of the District Inter
Unit Cup by virtue of a victory, 2—1, over 14 Command Work
shop, Ashford. The Bn. team took the field with the know
ledge that they had already beaten their opponents three
times during the season, but this factor seemed to cause some
degree of over confidence and resulted in the team being com
pletely outplayed throughout the game, and in the end we
were extremely fortunate to struggle home with a 2—1 win,
very much against the run of play.
The Bn. is due to play the Intelligence Corps in the
District Final, on 15th February, at Shorncliffe.

The crosscounty team maintained the reputation of the
Regiment in this sport by easily winning the District Cross
country Championship (274 pts.) from 47 Coast Regt., R.A.
(310 pts.) and 36 Army Engineer Regt. (564 pts.). Sgt. Clemens,
Cpl. D'Wan and L/Cpl. Wood are to be specially congratulated
on finishing
second, eighth and ninth respectively. However,
the feature of the race was the team work of the Bn. runners,
which resulted in our whole team getting home in the first
fifty.
The team are now in training for the Eastern Command
Championship at Colchester on 15th February which we feel
we stand a good chance of winning.
The month has produced a large number of changes in
officers. We are pleased to welcome Maj. E. Wilson, V.C., Capt.
McMillan and Lt. Winstanley, who have all arrived to join the
permanent cadre. We hope their stay with the Bn. will be
a long and happy one. At the same time we have had to say
goodbye to Maj. R. C. Guy, M.C., who has been posted to the
1st Bn., East Surrey Regt., in Greece, and Capt. J. St. Aubyn,
who is going to Malaya. All members of the Regt. will be
especially sorry to say goodbye to Maj. R. C. Guy, M.C., who
had been at Shorncliffe for longer than any other officer in
the Bn., and who was SecondinCommand for a period of
nine months until the arrival of Maj. A. R. Fyler. "The Bn.
owe Maj. Guy a big debt of gratitude for all the hard work
that he has done for the Bn. and all ranks join together in
wishing him and Mrs. Guy every happiness and good fortune
in the future. Captains Iliffe and Monckton are still away
on a preStaff College course, while Lt. P. Roupell has taken
over the appointment of W.T.O. vice Captain Uptoft, now
secondincommand of D Trg. Coy.
On 28th January. Gen. Gregson Ellis, District Commander
visited the Bn. and spent the morning looking into admin,
matters, while a week later we received a visit from the
Deputy Director of Infantry and Training, who spent some
time watching training in progress.
A series ol interesting lectures have been given to officers
and other ranks by Dr. Stewart, U.S.A., who spoke on Anglo
American relations. Dr. Stewart travelled many miles during
the war giving lectures to the troons on this subject, and his
talks were of great interest to all who were fortunate enough
to hear him.
On the 3rd February a meeting ol the Colonels' Committee
of the Home Counties Brigade was held in London, which was
attended by Lt.Col. A. Martyn, who acts as Secretary to this
committee. Among the subjects discussed and agreed at this
meeting, was a proposal to hold a Brigade Golf Meeting at
Littlestone, Kent, on 2nd and 3rd April of this year, which is
to be arranged by the Bn.
A changed procedure for receiving National Service Intakes
has recently been implemented in the Bn., which has already
proved a great success. In the past it had been the practice
of dividing up each Intake between all four training Coys.
While there were certain advantages in this method, the major
and overriding disadvantage was the fact that in time, a Coy.
found itself with men in as many as lour different stages of
training. Authority has now been given to put each Intake
complete into one Coy. in turn, which has already proved by
far the easiest way of dispersing of Intakes as well as simplify
ing the training and administrative problems.
On the departure of Brig. N. I. Whitty, D.S.O., from U.K.
to Rhodesia, the following exchange of telegrams took place :
From O.C., 1 R.W.K. (H.C.B.T.B.) and H.C.B.T.C., to Brig.
N. I. Whitty, D.S.O., Athlone Castle, Southampton :
All ranks, First Bn., wish you and your family bon
voyage and the best of luck.
From Brig. N. I. Whitty, D.S.O., to
( H.C.B.T.B.) and H.C.B.T.C.;
Many thanks. Off to a good start.

O.C., 1 R.WK.
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In conclusion, it was with deep regret that the Bn. heard
the news of the death of the twin children of L/Cpl. and Mrs.
Healey at Shorncliffe during the second week in February. All
ranks join together in offering their sympathy to L/Cpl. and
Mrs. Healey in their great loss.
R.C.W.T.

PERSONAL
We congratulate Maj. A. R. Fyler on being selected to play .
for Kent v. Surrey at squash racquets.
*

*

*

*

*

Members of the Bn. will be interested to hear that all
meetings of the Regimental Council at Maidstone are attended
by Lt.Col. A. Martyn and Sgt. Dowsing, as Bn. representatives.
The Band has been engaged to play for two weeks at
Paignton, Devon, from 28th August to 10th September.
Pte. Baker (Cadet Pin.) has represented the Bn. at hockey
on three occasions.
*

*

«

*

*

L/Cpl. Farrow was the Eastern Command Other Rank
representative at the Army N.A.A.F.I. Committee Meeting in
London, which was held in January.
*

*



*

*

*

Three Iraqui Army Officers have been attached to the Bn.
for
a week studying our
methods of training and
administration.
Maj. D. Nolda has recently been appointed D.A.A.G. Fareli.
He expects to sail for Singapore early in April.
Plans are being made to introduce Saturday morning film
shows in the unit cinema, for children living in the camp.
*

*

*

*

*

L/Cpl. Long and Pte. Iiurd have recently returned from a
threemonth VISTRE Course in the Isle of Wight.
s
#
«
»
s
Sgt. Ross Gower, 2 Coy., has recently been posted overseas.
*

*

s

s

We congratulate Capt. Dent, Edn. Offr., on
promotion.
*

*

*

*

his recent

*

Members of the Bn. will be pleased to hear that letters
have been received from Lt.Col. P. H. Macklin, O.B.E., saying
that he and his family are fit and well in Austria.
Work has now started on the Bn. cricket ground and we
are hoping for a really good wicket this year.
s
*
*
*
®
The Bn. were pleased to receive a visit from members ol
the local A.T.S. (T.A.), who were shown a display of the
Officers' Mess silver and trophies.
Lt.Col. A. Martyn, Maj. A. R. Fyler and Maj. D. Nolda
attended Exercise Corsair, at H.Q. Eastern Command.
*

*

*

*

*

When you visit the Bn. at Shorncliffe, be sure you see
Maj. H. Marsh, C Coy., astride his corgi motor cycle.
s

s

*

s

*

The ship's bell, presented to the 1st. Bn. by H.M.S. Kent
in 1939, now hangs outside the Bn. headquarters.
It is unfortunate that the Band can no longer appear in
red uniform as this has had to be returned to ordnance.
The first series in the InterCoy. Plockey league has now
been completed with the following results: —
A Coy
2
B Coy
0
C Coy
3
D Coy
1
H.Q. Coy
2
Band
3
B.O.R
4
2 Coy
3
The second series of matches are due to be played by
15th February.

This month " we take off our hat " to :
Cpl. O'Dowd for his week as Sanitary Cpl.
Sgt. Jones for successfully running two Officers' Messes.
L/Cpl. Murphy for all his tyning in the Orderly Room.
Pte. Murphy for looking after the Bn. Sports Kit.
Sgt. Dutton for doing so many jobs no one else wants
to do.
Capt. Weaving for his work as Assistant Admin.
(Welfare) Officer.
Cpl. Godden for sorting out all the demands for
transport.
*

*

*

*

*

The Regimental Dance Band is always interested to hear
of anyone who wants a band for a dance.
*

*

*

*

*

The New British Army Journal that has been published
recently contains an article on the "Grouo Training Battalion"
by Maj. R. C. W. Thomas, O.B.E.
The Bn. defeated D Coy.. Buffs Club, in a match in the
Folkestone Small Bore League by 547 points to 439.
Scores :
Capt. Grimshaw
84
Lt. Groom
92
C.S.M. Swanson
93
C.S.M. Kettle
94
C.S.M. Benn
94
Pte. Waters
90
The Battalion Term is now top of their league in this
competition.
*

*

*

*

*

Plans are being made to produce a small Home Counties
Brigade Pamphlet explaining the compcsiiion ol the Brigade. This
pamphlet will be issued to all ranks on their arrival at
Shorncliffe.
The Bn. is in great need of coloured posters or pictures
suitable for posting on the walls of the various dining halls.
Any contributions will be gratefully acknowledged.
*
S
*
1
*
We congratulate Cpl. Morton on obtaining his parachute
badge.
Capt. Upton has joined D Coy. as secondincommand.
*

*

*

*

*

We congratulate Cpl. and Mrs. Rigby upon the increase in
their family—a daughter.
C.S.M. Benn has been in hospital, but is now back at work
in D Coy.
Wc congratulate L/Cpl. Norris, Sgt. White, Q.M.S.I. Badham
and Cpl. Pagett for their fine play in the District Football
Final. " We also congratulate Cpl. Lawson on scoring our two
goals.
The Bn. Hockey Team
the many afternoons that
matches. It is sad to say
allows goals scored BY the

are indebted to C/Sgt. Harden for
he gives up to umpire our hockey
that on occasions he actually dis
Bn !

Things ice want to knoio ?
How many football coupons are delivered in the camp
each week ?
Who eventually persuaded Cpl. Barnard to wear denims on
a P.E. Test ?
Who is willing to help O.R.Q.M.S. Catt to do the cross
word in the Daily Telegraph ?
Is Wilfred Pickles really bringing his " Have a Go " pro
gramme to the camp during 1949 ?
Why people think that a Bren gun won't fire straight on
the 30yds. range ?
Are members of the Officers' Mess being issued with gas
masks following the discovery of a decomposed rat under the
floorhoards
of Maj. Thomas's bedroom ?
*

*

*

*

*

Lt. Groom has departed on a PreRelease Course.
*
*
*
*
*
The possibility of holding some Bn. Motor Cycle trials is
under examination.

We were pleased to receive a visit from Lt. Hull'ord, who
served with the Second Battalion in B.A.O.R. A letter has also
been received from Capt. Pacy saying that he hopes to visit
us at Shorncliffe on his next leave.

We congratulate W.O.II Parkinson, R.A.E.C., attached to
the Bn. on making such a success of his Quiz evenings. Full
houses are quite common at this entertainment.

Messrs. R.Q.M.S. Grubb and Barham have been acting as
Q.M. While Major B. A. Pond, M.B.E., has had some well
earned leave.

B Coy. is to be congratulated on winning the InterCoy.
PassingOut competition on 2nd February.

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*
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hen a presentation is made it is fitting
that it should take the form of Silverware
as an enduring record of the occasion and a
tribute to the recipient. Our artists are skilled
in the production of commemorative models
and plaques in precious metals.
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We welcome 2/Lt. Goodwin, 2/Lt. Lygo and 2/Lt. Norton,
who have just joined the Bn. from the R.M.A. Sandhurst. They
have been granted regular commissions in the Regt.
*

*

*

*

*

Cpl. Cadogan and Cpl. Douglas, H.Q. Coy., have just
returned from a Drill and G.D. Course at the Home Counties
Training Centre.
Congratulations to Cpl. Hodkinson on his recent marriage
to Patricia Eva May Harris, at Reigatc.
We congratulate the following N.C.O.s on their promotion
to Cpl. (P.T.A.I.) :
Cpl. Charles, Cpl. D'Wan, Cpl. Douglas, Cpl. Bloomfield.
$

*

*

*

*

We congratulate Sgt. and Mrs. Crittenden on the birth ol
a son at Shorncliffe.
C/Sgt. Parrish. late of 50 P.T.C., Maidstone, has now joined
C Coy.
Cpl. Moran, who boxed for District against Morris Motors
at Coventry, has entered for the Army Boxing Individual
Championship.

"B" Company
The first month of the New Year usually provides the Coy.
scribe with a mass of notes, from which the poor unfortunate
fellow has to pick out the rather loosely titled " items of
Interest." This January proved no exception.
The last of the R.E.M.E. platoons has now left us: we were,
in fact, the first Coy. in the Unit to have a R.E.M.E. Intake,
and can claim the unique distinction of being " first and
last " with the R.E.M.E.
Early in January Maj. S. M. Rose, The Royal Fusiliers, left
us for a Staff appointment in B.A.O.R. In nearly two years
with B Coy., he has steered us untiringly and confidently
through the various changes in the training system, and we
all wish Maj and Mrs. Rose a very happy time in Germany.
To our new Coy. Commander, Maj. M. R. Read, M.C.,
Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, we wish every suc
cess, and hope that his stay here will be a pleasant one.
The brains (?) of the Coy., C.S.M. Nichols, is away on a
thoroughly welldeserved leave, and the Coy. Office is in the
capable hands of Sgt. Murray, complete with the latest line
in specially fashioned billiards cues (Mk. II, with Regimental
Crest). C.Q.M.S. Horstead has purchased a dangerous looking
machine with drop handlebars and may be seen pedalling
furiously between B Coy. and Cheriton.
Congratulations to Sgt. Young, who has played regularly
for the Bn. football team; to L/Cpl. Hodgkins on his promotion
t,o Cpl., and to Cfn. Ogley and Atkinson, who ran for the
Unit in the District CrossCountry Championship.
The long stride of Capt. Iliffe is at present absent from
the Coy., as he, too, is on leave, working hard for his Staff
College examination. 2/Lt. Dalgliesh is taking a wellearned
(?) rest from the rigours of A.B.T.U. training at the Small
Arms School. Hythe, while Lt. Allen (AttorneyatLaw !) spends
most of his time equally divided between Courts of Inquiry(!)
and District Courts Martial. We take this opportunity of
welcoming 2/Lts. Lygo, Goddard and Wright, who have just
come to us from R.M.A., Sandhurst. Our " bombhappy " Cpl.,
Cpl Archer, became engaged on his last leave and it is reputed
that he is frantically bombarding our Pay N.C.O., L/Cpl.
Wilson, on the subject of Family Allowances, as he expects
his provisional code number to be at least 141. The InterCoy.
.22 Shooting Competition resulted in a win lor B Coy., against
strong opposition. Well done, the shooting team !
Until next month, good luck to you all, and don't forget
to clean your cap badge !
N.C.W.R.

H.Q. Company
The month of January saw the Coy. as winners of the
InterCoy. CrossCountry Running Shield and we were pleased
to see all members of the team collect a medal for their
gallant effort. It was most gratifying, a few days later, to see
several members of the Coy. team in the Unit Team, who were
winners of the Home Counties District InterUnit Competition.
We welcome to the Coy., as 2nd i/c., Capt. I. A. MacMillan,
who has just returned from a spell of duty with the Indian
Army.
Lt. Groom is proceeding on a Release Course in the near
future, and will soon be leaving us for civil life, we wish him
and his family every success in their new sphere.

We take off our hats to all those who entered the recent
Boxing Competition: they all put up a very good show.
Sgt. Whitfield, our busy and hard working Coy. Ord. Sgt.,
whose pet aversion is saluting and short hair cuts, is now
known as the smasher of romances, owing to his ability in
speech. He has an assistant known as " The Boy." I wonder
who . . . ?
Cpl. Rice and Cpl Procter, the terrible twins, so named
because of working together in the Coy. Office, are both experts
in dealing with A.C.I.s, etc., which is saying a great deal.
George (Rice), as he is sometimes known, has a beautiful
baby to carry around (namely a 3005), which he carries well
in spite of age and service.
Harry (Proctor) is at present snowed under with work
owing to George being on leave, but it won't be long now.
C/Sgt. Gibbons and his cronies. L/Cpl. Thirtle, jPtes.
Ambler and Goodwell. constitute the " Q" side of H.Q. and
he can be seen very often of an evening compiling returns
1157's, 1179's and P i954's. which are the bugbear of a Q's life.
George, Pop and Goodwell are, of course, his assistants.
Congratulations are due to another stalwart of the Coy.,
namely, Cpl. Hodkinson, who was recently married. May all
his troubles be little ones and not too numerous at that.
We hope to give a fuller account of our activities in next
month's Q.O.G.
At the time of going to press we learn with deep regret
of the death of the twin children of L/Cpl. Healey of the
Band. All ranks of H.Q. Coy. offer their condolences to L/Cpl.
and Mrs. Healey.
W.G.

"D" Training Company
The Intake is now in its fifth
week ol training and has
settled down to the Coy. routine. It still seems strange to
have the whole Coy. on the range at the same time.
In the Novices' Boxing Contest, the Coy. has^ been
prominent, if not always successful. We lost heavily to C Coy.
at soccer and also at hockey, 3—1. In the latter case our
untried team held to a 1—1 draw until the latter stages ol
the second half, when they crumbled somewhat. However,
with practice we should have a strong team.
D Coy. provided onethird of the Bn. CrossCountry Team,
which recently won the H.C. District Champioiship. 2/Lt.
Fletcher, Sgt. Dowsing, Cpl. Henden and Pte. Ryan all ran,
and Sgt. Leach would have done so were it not for other duties.
He is now on a Pin. Weapons' Course at Hythe.
We now have several new arrivals and the Coy. Staff
organization is now as follows : —
Coy. Comdr., Maj. D. L. Nolda. Mx.; 2nd i/c., Capt. T.
Upton," R.W.K.; C.S.M. Benn, R.W.K.; Coy. Ord. Sgt., Sgt. R.
Line.
No. 1 Platoon :
2/Lt. Dodson. R.W.K.; Sgt. Chaplin, E. Sy.; Cpl. Barnard.
R. Sx.; Cpl. Knight, E. Sy.; Cpl. Bryant, Buffs.
No. 2 Platoon :
2/Lt. Girling, Queen's; Sgt. Dowsing, R.W.K.: Cpl. Henden,
R.W.K.: Cpl. Kent, Mx.
No. 3 Platoon :
Lt. Winstanley, R.W.K.: Sgt. Neal. R.W.K.; Cpl. Farrow,
R.W.K.; Cpl. Gilham, R.W.K.: Cpl. Manton, R.W.K.
No. 4 Platoon :
2/Lt. Fletcher, R.W.K.: Sgt. Kent. R.W.K.; Cpl. Rigby. Mx.;
Cpl. Osmotherly, R.W.K.
J.S.F.

EYES RIGHT
If you want your Evening Wear,
Sports Wear, or in fafct anything
Laundered expertly, send to the

Maidstone & District Laundry Co,, Ltd.
Loose Road, Maidstone.
Telephone :

Maidstone 3020
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M.T. Notes

Band

The M.T. Section wishes our late M.T.O.. Capt. Dunglinson.
a very profitable and enjoyable time in his new appointment
and hope his successor, Lt. J. W. J. Groom, will have a long
and enjoyable stay with us. Lt. Groom made himself immedi
ately popular with the Section by cutting down the weekend
Duty Personnel and reorganizing the leave roster.

Hello ! readers. Before attempting to give you the latest
" gen " on the activities of the Band, I must say how very
sorry my colleagues and myself are for the absence of con
tributions from this quarter, over the last two or three issues.
By way of explanation for this omission I would deign to
attribute it to two causes, firstly,
the departure to London of
our regular scribe, who has filled the vacancy with the Forces'
Broadcasting Unit, and secondly, our ensuing inspection from
Jhe learned gentlemen of Twickenham. Apologies for the lack
of more plausible excuses, so now for the news.
As I have previously mentioned, we are expecting a visit,
in the very near future, from the gentlemen of Kneller Hall,
so as you can probably guess, everybody is swotting up on
Mr. Davenport's little novel and " punching" up on scales,
mostly of the minor variety, but rest assured, we shall ride the
storm out with master mariner B/M. Jackson at the helm, and
emerge unscathed (we hope !).
Judging by the daily avalanche of letters and the con
tinual ringing of the telephone, the Band is going to have a
busy time this summer. To date, we have several lucrative
engagements booked up and more in the offing.
At sport the Band continues to hold its own, having
defeated H.Q. Coy., 3—2, in a hockey league match, whilst at
football it is very nearly the same story (we hate ourselves*),
having beaten a local civilian club, 5—0, and a R.A.M.C. team,
4—0. We have decided to refrain from quoting the score by
which we vanquished the combined Mess Staff's team, to save
time and embouchures.
This month we say goodbye to (Cpl.) Alf Pratt, our per
cussionist for over eighteen years. Cheerio, Alf, and the best
of luck.
Congratulations go to B/Sgt. McCracken on winning the
" Grove Trust " for the best " allround " shot. He was pre
sented with the prize by the retiring Colonel of the Regiment,
Brig. Whitty.
Congratulations also go to Cpl. (Hendy)
Henderson on his attaining the rank of B/Cpl. Good luck,
Hendy, old boy, and keep 'em blancoed.
Only last week an inconceivable thing happened, to wit.
the Band was placed on day fire picquet.
This grave misdemeanour caused no undue indignation
to members, who considered (and rightly so) that it was below
their dignity to walk around barracks sporting a steel helmet
over their left shoulder. But nevertheless, they all executed
their duty as good soldiers and bandsmen always do (or should
it be bandsmen and soldiers ?).
Well, I must play off now.
LIAM.

The Section has been very short of L/Cpls. during the last
few weeks owing to L/Cpl. Read taking three weeks' leave to
recover from the shock of becoming a father, and L/Cpl.
Haynes living out enables him to fix his own time for reveille,
which does not quite conincide with the C/Sgt.'s " up in the
morning early" policy, also his slipping out before Wednes
day's interior economy. The reveille seems to be getting
steadily, minute by minute, nearer to 0600 hours, due, no doubt,
to C./Sgt waking us and then going gack to bed himself for
an hour, and also to C Trg. Cov.'s moving downstairs and
drawing off all the hot water.
The M.O. will shortly be required to issue antisleep tablets
to the 3ton Dvrs., to enable them to keep awake as they
speed round the camp at 8 m.p.h. However, certain Dvrs.,
namely. Ty, Ve, Hn and " Ginger" have, I suspect, seen
" O" tucked away behind the 8; they give the excuse that
rounding a corner on two wheels will save the nation's rubber
supply. The Dvrs. are still having their week's holiday camp
at Crowborough. but Dvrs. are strongly recommended to
reconnect their speedo cables on returning to " Home Sweet
Home."
A slight improvement has been noticed in the filling in of
work tickets since the Dvrs. discovered that Education Parades
weren't such a had scive after all. Though when a mistake is
discovered by the eagle eyes in the office, it is always the
Duty Dvr " What's done it Cpl " ! The following incident
occurred last Intake Thursday. The C.O.'s car was waiting at
the station to pick up the C.O.—shining in all its splendour—
when just after the C.O. had got in, an intakee came up to the
Dvr. and said ; " Is this the ear to take me to the camp
mate ? "
It is to he hoped that Dvr. Dl has learnt his lesson and
will not, the next time he is Fire Truck Dvr., have his engine
dismantled when a practice Fire Alarm is sounded. He may
think himself lucky that Cpl. " The Hat " happened to be on
Education (quite unnecessarily) that memorable morning.
Well, I think these notes will get me into enough trouble
for one issue, so I will sign off now. wishing you all pleasant
speeding for the coming month.
"Crash."

Band and Drums of The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment. 1948.
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Battalion Headquarters
We have started the New Year with an allout effort to
obtain Recruits. Various demonstrations and shop window
displays have been arranged throughout the Bn. area and no
avenue of advertising has been allowed to escape our efforts.
Here in Tonbridge we are devoting the whole week and 
have a very full programme from February 12th—19th. Window
displays of model soldiers depicting the Aldershot Tattoo
made a very colourful display and proved a great attraction
to the public.
An information bureau and exhibition of
various types of arms and equipment used in the Bn. was
manned daily by R.S.M. Byrne, D.C.M. and O.R.Q.M.S. Breaden,
M.B.E., both well primed with all the latest patter on why
you should join, and well prepared to deal with any likely
recruits on the spot.
We also have the assistance of the Travelling Recruiting
Exhibition. This consists of an R.A.S.C. Mobile Bakery (actually
in working order and producing the goods), a R.E.M.E. demonstra
tion, showing all branches of their workshops and the Royal
Corps of Signals, with their Wireless equipment. The Band
of the 1st Bn. is also contributing to our efforts by giving two
programmes and playing through the town.
The whole week's efforts culminate in a grand dance to
be held at Bn. H.Q., Avebury Avenue, Tonbridge. By the
time next month's correspondence is due we hope to be able
to say with what measure of success our efforts have met.
We have to congratulate Cant. " Boots" Stanyon, our
Adjt., on his promotion to Maj. This event is our loss and
his gain, for it entails his departure from the Bn. Maj.
Stanyon has had long association with the 4th Bn., both
before and after the war and has been with us since its
rebirth in February, 1947. All ranks arc aware how very
assiduously and loyally he worked to resuscitate the Bn., and
how by his friendliness and goodwill he has knit the Bn. into
a live Unit.
He is now off to West Africa, where we hope he will not
suffer from too much thirst in the prevalent heat; the very
best wishes of all ranks go with him. We sincerely hope he
will keep in touch with us and always come to visit us on
his leaves to this country.
Our new Adjt., Capt. I. H. Roper, M.C., who has come
from a staff appointment at Eastern Command, has already
managed to visit all Coys. Many of you will remember him
as 2nd i/c. of the 6th Bn. Q.O. Royal West Kent Regt. We
are very pleased indeed to have recruited him into the T.A.
We also extend a welcome to another new member of the
Permanent Staff, i.e., Pte. Duffin, who has been posted to us
from The Buffs, as C.O.'s driver. We hope he finds life in his
sister Regt. comes up to expectations—after all, " East is
East " and " West is West."
We are sorry to hear of Colonel Nash's recent indisposition
and trust that he will make a speedy recovery.
Hearty congratulations to Maj. Keith Meyrick on his
promotion.
We are glad to see that Capt. Lawder Bird continues to
visit us at a " convenient " time weekdays, thus raising our
morale and also the profits of the " local."

"C"" Company
Activity within the Coy. has reached a high pitch now
that we are in the midst of recruiting week. Already we have
had our opening dance at the King's Hall, Blyths' Hotel. It
went with a swing and Lt. J. Hayes succeeded in amusing
everyone; he acted as M.C.
The " whole " Coy. has turned out—and is turning out—
from the furthermost ends of the County to man the Recruit
ing Post in the car park and to help enrol the thousands we
expect to join us at the Odeon Cinema on Wednesday (the
16th), when the Band of the 1st Bn. is to play on the stage
in the evening. The foyer of the cinema is to be packed with
arms and wireless sets—manned (it is hoped) by our experts
on such " warlike " things !
The Drill Hall is to be redecorated in the near future
and we look forward to this event with great relief and
gratitude.
There is little time to write more—we have work to do.
" Green Daks."

"D" Company
I wasn't feeling too bad until I read the account in last
month's issue written by our respected P.S.I., Dave Baker.
I am not surprised about the view he took of me. He was in
no position to see straight on that occasion and no doubt,
to him, I appeared bent. Nice bloke, but rather overpowering
since we bought him the large parcel of " Brylcreem."
D Coy. has had a hectic week—one long round of social
functions. Several shooting matches have been held and we
managed to hold our own. Even the slowest members of the
team managed to do three things at once; knock back a pint
with one hand, a sandwich with the other, and in between
mouthfuls take a true steady aim and hit the little spot.
Have you inhabitants of Beckenham risked a walk on
Sunday mornings early ? You may have seen our Driving
School in action then ! Yes, some of D Coy. are learning to
drive. Both trucks and motor cycles are used and a great
interest is shown. Sgt. Baker, our instructor, behaves quite
well considering the nervous strain he suffers each weekend—
he does get a little out of hand and relieves his feelings
occasionally with a naughty word, but then, yours truly has
given some very colourful descriptions of the M/C. when
stalling the engine.
We now look forward to a shooting match arr^pged with
the R.A., Bromley, which will be held on Shoreham Range,
the end of this month. We hope to lick them—we hope.
The following will be known to many readers. They have
recently joined our ranks and we are pleased to have them
with us. Cpl. T. Ransom and his partner in crime, G. Pace,
exPioneer Pin., and they haven't changed.
Well, cheerio—everybody welcome to call in
Lane; drop in, we have a well stocked bar.

at Parish

" Gappin Hegrow."

"A" Company
Hello ! Hello ! Here's the " Wog " with a spot of news
from Able Coy.
Well, chaps, our Coy. strength is increasing slowly by
stages. I take this opportunity to welcome to the Coy. the
following personnel : Pte. Watson (late The Buffs) and Pte.
Taylor (late R.N.), who we hope does not get mixed up with
the ways and means of the Bren, etc., etc., with the submarine,
which he has been used to.
This last week we have been very busy getting the Drill
Hall ready for a dance. The night arrived at last 11th February
and a grand dance it was, all enjoyed it very much. Your
old friends, Tug Wilson and the " Wog," ran the bar with
great success, whilst our new recruit ran the door.
I wish to take this opportunity to thank all members of
the R.A.S.C. Coy. and Mr. O. Gilsey for the very hard work
they put in to make the dance a success.
We also take this opportunity of congratulating the fol
lowing on their recent promotion to Cpl.—Cpls. Watson, Hynes
and Jackson,
' "The Wog."

H
H
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HOW'S YOUR FEET?
Painful skin troubles are quickly relieved when you
apply Germolene Ointment. Such things as blisters,
cuts, footrot, sore toes, burns, abrasions and other
skin complaints like eczema, pimples, irritating
rashes, quickly yield to the soothing, healing touch
of Germolene. By penetrating into the skin
Germolene draws out dirt and "matter so relieving
inflammation and itching. If you have hot swollen
feet bathe them, dry them, and apply Germolene and
they'll soon feel cool and comfortable. You will find
Germolene a great standby.
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7"OU wouldn't think it, but these
two pictures are both of the same
chap! See how untidy his hair looks
(right). No wonder she simply can't
stand the sight of it. His trouble is
. . . Dry Scalp! That's what makes
his hair so dry and lifelesslooking.
There's loose dandruff showing, too,
especially at the parting and on his
collar. His scalp is certainly short of
the natural oils it needs.

\

SAFETY

MATCHES

cwvc£ 6m//wUctfr

6tuu£g0m£,

CU/Lr/

Still the same fellow but . . . what a
change! She can hardly believe her
eyes. He's put an end to Dry Scalp
and dandruff, thanks to 'Vaseline'
Brand Hair Tonic. His hair has a
natural, healthy gloss. It's easy to
comb, and always looks well dressed.
Someone's given him the tip—a
gentle massage with this famous
tonic dressing every morning.

THE MATCH FOR THE
BRITISH FORCES

Vaseline HAIR TONIC

BRITISH MADE BY BRYANT & MAY

ASK FOR IT AT THE NAAFI

The Dressing that Ends Dry Scalp
Obescbrough Manufacturing Co. I.tit.

It's Time You Took Some

VENO'S!
A nasty cough can pull you down.

It's time you took some VENO'S!
You will quickly feel better as
VENO'S relieves those coughing
attacks, soothes the soreness in the
chest and ends that tickling in the
If you cough badly at
throat.
night, take a dose when you go to
bed. VENO'S is really splendid
for CuUGHS," CHESTY " COLDS,
BRONCHITIS, HOARSENESSand
NIGHT COUGHS.
The Dependable FAMILY
Standby for over 50 Years.
Reliable and quick in action
Suitable for Young and Old.

Printed in Groal Britain
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THE REGIMENTAL DEPOT
The long awaited inspection has at last taken place, and
we gather, to the satisfaction of the inspecting officer.
Our allies, the C.R.E. and G.E., have now turned then
attention to restoring the Officers' Mess, and although veterans
of the Crimean War may still recognise the outside of the
building—the inside will certainly make them think. We are
thinking of holding a paint warming party in the Mess in
the very near future (possibly distemper cup, followed by
whitewash cocktails) !
Mr. Bird's private army of Ukranians and Sappers has
altered the face of the back field,
which in another week or
two's time will be even better looking than it was prewar.
The cricket pavilion is also being restored to more than its
former self and rumour hath it that a proper scorer's box is
to be added. The rubbish dump at the bottom righthand
corner of the field is causing some worry, but it is hoped to
bulldoze this out of existence and plant a hedge round the
remains.
We have an excellent Military Pact where 36 Army Engr.
Regt. use our soccer pitch in return for Sapper labour.
Last Tuesday some lucky local inhabitants were previleged
to see O.C. Depot purchase by auction H.M.S. Rebate,
assisted by our Mr. Bird and a R.E.M.E. Fitter, various ancient
vehicles, mobile and immobile, were inspected in the market
and from possibles selected. Bidding was fast and furious
but, Mr. Bird finally
outbidding himself, the Depot became
the proud possessors of a Morris Commerical for the very
reasonable sum of £22. The bidding was complicated by the
fact that it was felt that the C.O., clutching his cheque book,
should keep in the background. H.M.S. Rebate is now housed
in the Fire Engine Shed. She is a trifle immobile at present,
but it is hoped that in the very near future she will clatter
forth and tow the mower and roller round the backfield.
Our square has presented an unusual sight for most of
the month, due to the presence on it of a vast concourse of
vehicles belonging to the Command Mobile Recruiting Column.
The Barracks has been a hive of activity, with troops and
vehicles all over the place. We hope the Column have been
comfortable during their stay and that their various shows
have been a success.
The Depot will seem very empty next week, and would
seem emptier if our establishment had not been raised.
Increases in Other Ranks have been authorised, which will
be a great help in trying to keep the Barracks looking like
the Headquarters of the Regiment. Naturally, for reasons ot
security we cannot give any further details of our new estab
lishment, except that the officers now hope to have a batman
and the Officers' Mess hope to have hens. Accommodation
in rear of the Mess has been allotted, sufficient for eight hens,
and a parade ground Is being wired off. Sgt. Huntington has
been appointed N.C.O. i/c. hens and he is entirely responible
for their discipline, rations and accommodation.
We are
hoping to enlist four short service hens for consumption in
due course, and four, what we hope will be, lcyig term regulars.

Sergeants' Mess
February has proved to be quite a success socially for all
members of the Mess. As stated in our contribution for the
" Buster " for that month, a challenge was acepted from the
local branch of The Old Contemptible Association to a games'
evening, which I am sure both our guests (The Old and Bold)
and our own members thoroughly enjoyed. This event took
place on the 11th February, and apart from the excellent
social evening spent by all, we are very proud to "report (in
spite of our lack of practice) that our games team (ably
assisted by a few stalwarts of the Maidstone Branch, Past and
Present Association) proved to be just too good for our visitors.
Individually they have some very fine players, and in order not
to let them completely overwhelm us we very discreetly pro
duced a team for each of the series of games—this cut out
the individual expert and allowed us to carry the day. The
final results were as folows : —
Old Contemptibles. Sergeants' Mess.
Snooker
2 pts
Nil
Billiards
Nil
2 pts.
Darts
3 pts
Nil
Cribbage
Nil
4 pts.
Shove Halfpenny
2 pts
2 pts.
"TipIt"
Nil
2 pts.
Total

7 pts

10 pts.
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As will be noted our team excelled at Cribbage—of course,
the R.S.M. was not included in the Crib, team (see "Mess
Topics," February. 1949). In view of the success of our evening,
it is hoped that it will be possible to arrange a couple more
before the end of the winter season. Mention must be made
of the game of " TipIt "—this was the last game played and
although the result had no bearing on the final
results the
excitement was very tense . Our Captain (R.S.M.) after VERY
CLEVERLY winning the piece to start the game thought it
would be a very good idea to " DROP IT," after about the
third time down; this was disaster, as our opponents appeared
to have gained complete control over the very elusive piece
and obtained a total of 16 points (in 21up) before our team
got it back. So far, so good, but Old Contemptibles never say
die and soon got it back—this appeared to be the end. How
ever, after very very careful thought and study of expressions
it was again retrieved, scores standing at 18—12. With great
cunning our team withstood the strain and ran out winners
amid great excitement, 18—21 points. A good game thoroughly
enjoyed both by the participants and spectators alike.
On the 15th February members journeyed to the local
ExServices' Club, to assist the P. and P. Association (Maid
stone Branch) in their games evening versus the R.A.M.C.
Association in the SemiFinal of the ExServices, Indoor Games
Competition. In spite of the enemy calling upon a notable
attached member of our Mess (Bob Baker, the medical man),
our team survived to take part in the finals.
It is understood
that Bob Baker was included in the R.A.M.C. team for two
reasons, viz., (a) he belongs to the R.A.M.C., and (b) they
thought he might know some of our crib, secrets. Neverthe
less he put up a great fight but failed to gain any points for
his team—just too bad !
Shooting.—Recently the members have not had much
practice at this and opportunity was taken on I7Lh February
to assist A Coy., 4th Bn., in their miniature range match
shoot versus Frittenden Small Bore Rifle Club. C.S.M. (Tug)
Wilson made excellent arrangements for this match, including
laying a very heavy smoke screen in the Miniature Range just
before the meeting was about to commence; this did not deter
the visitors who ran out winners by 20 points (six to count).
ExSgt. Warren (Pioneer, 1st Bn. and I.T.C.) was a member
of the visitors' team and following the match many yarns were
swapped in the Mess. It is understood C.S.M. (Tug) Wilson
is arranging a return match in the near future.
Full of confidence (probably overconfidence) members
assisted the Maidstone Branch. P. and P., in the finals of the
ExServices' Indoor Games Tournament versus The Old Con
temptibles, on 22nd February. In view or our previous meet
ing, our team had every reason to fancy their chances in again
securing the trophy. Oh ! what a tragedy—the darts team
failed to come up to expectations and the match was lost.
We take this opportunity ol" congratulating our old friends,
The Old Contemptibles, on their very successful evening.
On entering the barracks during the past month the
uninitiated would think they were entering a Command
Workshops. This has been due to the Eastern Command
Territorial Army Recruiting Display Column being accommo
dated (when not turing around giving impressionable displays
to the public on the advantages of belonging to the Territorial
Army) within the Barracks. Numerous vehicles of all shapes
and sizes (including a complete Army cookhouse—60 feet
long—called 'The Queen Mary") have been parked on the
square. Although the personnel of all arms of the service did
not spend a great deal of their time in our barracks it is hoped
that their stay was a pleasant one. They will journey further
afield on 28th February, when the Barracks will be seeming
quiet again—or will it !
The huts in the back field are gradualy being converted
into substandard married soldiers quarters, some families
have already staked their claims and taken up occupation—
the first having moved in on 23rd February. Crimea block is
also gradually filling
up; the offices of A Coy., 4th Bn., No. 3
Eastern Command Group W.R.A. Corps, and 133 (Home
Counties) Field Ambulance will soon all be safely installed.
In fact the Depot is becoming a hive of industry as far as
the service is concerned.
A Grand Sgts'. Mess Dance has been arranged to take
place on the 25th February and all our holdee Mess members
have been very busily employed in getting the New Gymnasium
in proper shape for this important event. The floor should
be in excellent condition.
A few Mess members have been invited to accompany the
Maidstone Branch, P. and P. Association on their social visit
to Chatham on the 26th, when it is understood the Deptford
Branch are paying the Chatham Branch a social call. Further
reports on these events will be included in our next
contribution.
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Mess Topics.—How the 2nd Bn. won the Army Cross
country Running Championships 12 years ago and the 1st
Bn. winning the Eastern Command Championships for 194849.
Congratulations, wishing all the best of luck in the coming
Army Championships. (See to it, Reg.)
News from Kay Francis.—What's happened to Peter Cox ?
Lack of correspondence from Sgts'. Messes of 1st and 4th
Bns.—what about it ?
Is it easier to get a doublesixteen at darts if you are
told how many you want for game ? or is it easier on a treble
board ?—Ivanhoe. blowing his trumpet.

R.S.M. Hayley represented the Mess at the funeral of the
late Lt.Col. A. C. Corfe, D.S.O.. on 4th February and C/Sgt.
Pooley attended the Memorial service held at Catford.
C/Sgt. Hedges recently rejoined from a very intensive
Administration Course. He now knows how many feathers in
a pillow !
Visitors.— We have all been very pleased to see the follow
ing visitors to the Mess during the past month : —
" Sticks" Elvy. R.S.M. Hallett, Sgts. Veness and
Sanders (on leave from 1st Bn., The Royal Fusiliers,
B.A.O.R.) and exSgt. Warren.

*

THEY BROUGHT THE WHITE HORSE TO KENT
Republished with kind permission oj the Editor oj " Kent."

15th CENTENARY OF HENG 1ST

Fifteen hundred years ago this year. Hengist and Horsa,
those bold sea rovers, landed at Ebbsfleet. in the Isle of Thanet,
bearing aloft their banner of the "Rampant Horse."
Kent will celebrate this county event by a luncheon at
Maidstone in April.
History in those days was handed down by word of mouth,
sung by the bards. So we have no actual date in the year 449
when this event took place.
It was 500 years before the story of Hengist was put in
writing in the famous saga of Beowulf.
Hengist has the added style "sylf"—a man head and shoul
ders above his fellow men. in stature and in influence and
personality.
A FIGHT TO THE DEATH
He was a subject of Hnaef. King of Jutland, who was killed
in a dispute with King Finn of Frisia at Finnsburg.
Dr. Gordon Ward. F.S.A., of Sevenoaks. tells the story in
"The Danes Came to England," reprinted from "Denmark,"
the monthly review of AngloDanish relations.
A fight took place for five days round a great wooden hall.
After King Hnaef's death, King Finn proposed a truce, and
Hengist transferred his allegiance to the conqueror.
Later he turned against King Finn when a renowned sword
was brought from Jutland to remind him that he was a Jute,
not a Frisian. The result for King Finn was tragedy, for—
Then was his hall beset
With hostile force.
Finn himself was slain.
The King amongst his people.
And his Queen taken.
The Scylding warriors
Carried to their ships
All the household goods
Of the King of the land.
FEROCIOUS TRIBES
The Jutes, like the Angles and Saxons, were ferocious
tribes, using the short dagger, battle axe and hammer. They
boldly trusted themselves in their "chiules" or "keels" in the
stormy waters of the Baltic. North Sea. and English Channel.
Sidonius says "Tempests which other men fear fill them
with joy; the storm is their protection when pressed by the
enemy, their veil and cover when they meditate an attack."
So they welcomed the invitation of the British King Vor
tigern to help him against his pressing enemies, the Picts and
Scots.
Three of their ships, each with about 60 warriors aboard,
arrived off Thanet, under the command of Hengist and his
brother Horsa. On the prow of their ships were probably the
bold curves of the White Horse.
Some of these Jutes put the enemy to flight, and Nennius
tells us: "After the Saxons had continued some time in the Isle
of Thanet, Vortigern promised to supply them with clothing
and provisions, on condition they would engage to fight against
the enemies of his race."
Then follows a story of a feast which was given by Hengist
to the British King Vortigern, when the British King was
bewitched by the charms of Rowena, Hengist's beautiful
daughter.
She is supposed to have knelt in front of the King and
presented to him the wine cup with the words "Liever Kyning

AND HORSA

wass heal" (Dear King, your health). The words of the Saxon
maid finished
the conquest of his heart, and he rested not till
her father gave his consent to make her his wife.
The Jutes were now allowed to fortify the Isle of Thanet,
and to invite over further forces; and Jutes and Saxons came
in their hundreds.
Nennius tells us that as time went on attempts were made
to break out of Thanet on to the mainland of Kent, which at
that time was separated by the River Wantsum.
BATTLE AT AYLESFORD
Eventually Hengist aid break out. and marching on to
Kent met and defeated the forces of his former friend. King
Vortrigern, at Aylesford, where he crossed the River Medway
in 455.
Catigern was killed and is believed to be buried under
Kits Coty. So also was Horsa, who is thought to be buried
at Horsted, a hamlet near by.
Two years later there was another decisive battle at Cray
ford on the River Darent, when 4,000 men of the Britons were
slain and Vortigern captured.
Eric, son of Hengist, was left behind in Kent as King of
Kent, the first Saxon Kingdom in Britain, while Hengist went
on in pursuit of the Britons. Another battle was fought at
Wibbandun, south of the Thames, believed today to be
Wimbledon.
Hengist now had Kent, and the provinces of the East,
South and Middle Saxons (Essex, Sussex and Middlesex).
Another battle was fought at Wippedes Fleot, when
Wipped and 11 other leaders of the Britons were slain. This is
believed to have been at Fleet in Hampshire.
NEW ENEMIES
Hengist goes no further West against the "Welsh," his new
enemies. Beda (670—731) tells us that the Men of Kent and
those of the Isle of Wight were Jutish in origin, and that
on the mainland, opposite the Isle of Wight, there was a people
known as a nation of Jutes.
We know nothing of the rest of Hengist's life, but on the
coast of Hampshire there is Hengistbury. which Dr. Ward tells
us means "the Castle of Hengist." Here there is a tumulus,
which has been excavated. It contained charred bones. Were
they Hengist's ashes?
Anyway, he was a great man. Uncouth, pagan, savage, yes.
But he gave to Men of Kent and Kentish Men the standard
of the "White Horse," and he certainly acted up to the motto
"Unconquered."

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
To ensure that your copy reaches you safely, please
notijy any change oj address to the Editor:—
"The Q. O. G.,"
The Barracks,
Maidstone, Kent.
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THE QUEEN'S OWN PAST & PRESENT ASSOCIATION
EX" B " COMPANY, 5th BATTALION

Our February meeting shaped very much more like our
usual affairs. We are gradually getting over the events of the
last few months, and talk is again directed towards our pros
pective activities for the future. So far. we have in mind, first,
the Regimental Reunion at Maidstone, which we hope to attend
in force, then a trip to Sevenoaks under the wings of our
guardian angels. Mr. and Mrs. R. Snow, and. more remotely to
be sure, a weekend trip to Bridport—our first "foreign" station
after the outbreak of war.
During the course of this February meeting, we discussed
these, and many other things. Amongst them our proposed
reconnaissance of the H.Q. of the London Branch—not, unfor
tunately, "in force." but certainly in earnest.
Our Third Annual Reunion resulted in a dead financial
loss of some £7 or so, so we shall be compelled to make next
year's tickets 12s. 6d. each.
We were very pleased to welcome our President. Maj. J. D.
Stocker. M.C.. to this meeting, and. judging from the raucous
laughter that issued from his corner, he was in great form.
Our "Bangers Gazette," being due for issue, was distributed
and our Treasurer was gratified by the receipt of many sub
scriptions that had become due
No more for now.
" Nightingale."
11th (LEWISHAM)

BATTALION

LADIES' NIGHT. SOCIAL AND DANCE
On the evening of the funeral of its President, Lt.Col.
Corfe. D.S.O., the Association carried on with its planned Social,
and at the Bridge House Hotel, London Bridge, 160 members,
families and friends enjoyed a programme of dancing and fun
to the music of Les Collins and His Orchestra. Mr. Len Dawson,
our Chairman, proved to be a very efficient and genial M.C.
Spot Dances and other surprises, together with a popular
competition, kept interest high, especially in the winning and
presentation of the various very useful prizes.
Entertainment was provided by the everpopular Arthur
Buddell, who sang, "The Old Brigade." "At Santa Barbara."
and, assisted by his old comrades of the Signal Section, "The
Miner's Dream of Home," with appropriate actions, the latter
causing screams of high delight. "Dicky" Lincoln accompanied
him during the singing of "The Old Brigade," which revived
memories of 33 years ago. when these two artistes performed
together in the Rest Camp behind "Plug Street Wood." in the
122nd Brigade's Concert Party, "The Dicky Birds," the forma
tion of which was assisted by the Brigade Chaplain, the Rev.
F. L. Hilditch.
Mr. Buddeli's efforts received much welldeserved applause.
Mr. Will Gardner provided a much lighter touch, and his
songs and dialogue of a Man About Town were well received
and appreciated.
An excellent buffet was provided, and with bar close by
was well patronised—especially the latter, when a few of the
hoys got together, to talk over old times. We were very pleased
to welcome Tim Haley and his son. R.S.M. Haley, who looked
in for a short while, after visiting Aldershot
(I wonder why?
For when two young sparks go visiting—well, you never know!)
on their return to Barracks. Incidentally, they never won any
"thing, so they can tear up their tickets!
,
There was never a dull moment, and the evening was
voted to be a big success. The thanks of all present are due
to the Committee, who had worked so hard, and to those who
provided the prizes and floral decorations.
A very pleasant note was struck when Mrs. Dawson, the
Chairman's wife, was presented with a lovely bouquet, which
she deserves, for behind the scenes she puts in a lot of work
for the Association, and being a Chairman's wife has to put
up with many visitors at all hours. We owe her a vote of
thanks.
We are all grateful for the decision to proceed with the
Social, because it helped to dispel the gloom which over
shadowed us. To those who had attended the funeral earlier
in the day, it was hard to forget, but never for one moment
did any sign of it appear.
No mention at all was made of our terrible loss, and for
that we all are grateful.
To all members and friends of the Association I make an
urgent appeal. Now is the time to give your active and con
stant support to the Chairman and Committee. Don;t fail
them. The 11th Battalion Association must go on, sb bring
in your sons and friends, make them live members, and so'
ensure the future of the Association, to the memory of our
dear departed Colonel,
Pte. Banks.

CHATHAM

BRANCH

The monthly meeting of the Branch was held at the Drill
Hall on Monday, February 7th, when a fair attendance of
members included Maj. R. W. Brothers. Maj. H. Smith. Joe
Wright, and others equally well known to the police. Chair
man Wilkins opened the meeting at 7.45 p.m. Apologies for
absence were received from G. Smith and J. Munden.
Since his removal to an inn at Meopham the Branch has
missed "Tommo," but hope to see him when opportunity
permits. A letter was read from Deptford Branch accepting
February 26th at 7 p.m. as the date for their visit to Chatham
at the Drill Hall. The Branch Annual Outing was fixed
for
June 26th. The venue: Ramsgate (Maidstone Branch please
note). The fund for Outing contributions is now open, and
all seats must be paid for by May 2nd.
Ben Gay. formerly of 1st Battalion, would like to contact
old comrades.
Chatham Branch can supply his address in
South Africa.
Maj. Brothers congratulated the Branch on continued pro
gress, but thought there were many more exmembers of the
Regiment in the Medway Towns who should be members of
this Branch and join in the social activities.
Meeting closed 8.45 p.m. Next meeting: 7th March.
G. Anchors. Branch Correspondent.
49. Burnt Oak Terrace.
Gillingham. Kent.
DEPTFORD AND

DISTRICT BRANCH

Our monthly meeting took place a week earlier than usual
as we have a date with Chatham Branch on the 26th. and all
are looking forward to a merry evening. It is with regret we
learn that Paddy Doyle has again undergone another operation
in Lewisham Hospital, and we hope is now well on the way
to recovery. Unfortunately, our Secretary has struck a bad
patch, his illness so long drawn out. .Anyway, he dragged
himself along to the meeting, but must have been glad to get
back home to bed again. Let's hope his trouble (gastritis)
will soon yield to treatment and he is his old self again. Ideas
for social programmes were brought forth, and it was decided
to elect an M.C. for those occasions. We are also endeavouring
to obtain a permanent pianist, and according to reports I
think we shall be successful. The Women's Section, under the
chairmanship of Mrs. Dan Steel, are getting together to draw
up their programme for the year, so it looks like being a busy
but pleasant year. Most of the 2nd Battalion from Peshawar
onward remember Sgt. Jimmy Fenwick.
The memory was
brought nearer on Saturday, when his son. J. R. Fenwick. gave
us an interesting account of how the "Marine Dinner Tattoo,"
played by the drummers of the 1st Battalion, came to be
resuscitated. No doubt most of you have read his letter in
the February issue of the "Gazette."
This being all for now, it leaves me only to say Good Luck
to all Past and Present.
"Med."
MAIDSTONE

BRANCH

The month of February has been a busy one. The Branch
entered the games competition of the Joint Council of Ex
Service Associations. Appended are the results:—
February 1st: v. R.A.S.C. O.C.A., won 9—6.
15th: v. R.A.M.C. O.C.A., won II—4.
22nd (Final) : v. Old Contemptibles. lost 9—6.
The series was played in good spirit, and the winners were
heartily congratulated
Those taking part were: Maj. Benbow, R.S.M. A. Hayley,
O.R.Q.M.S. A. Waterman, Messrs. Lodell, Armstrong, Stringer,
Walker, Farrington, Butcher, Hills, Barham, Dumbrell. Re
serves: Carman and Matthews. Nonplaying capt.. Marlow.
The games played: Billiards, snooker, darts, table tennis,
cribbage, whist, shoveha'penny.
No doubt many of the team will be recognised as old
members of the Regiment, who, now that they are "civvies"
again, are reviving many memories.
On February 11th we assisted the Sergeants' Mess to enter
tain the Old Contemptibles at games, etc.. which was won 10—7.
The final
item was Tipit and caused a great uproar of
hilarity.
Maj. Keenlyside was present and enjoyed the fun
immensely. It is hoped that he will be able to make one of
the team because he can throw a hefty dart.
The highlight of the month was the visit to the Drill Hall,
Chatham, at the invitation of that Branch,
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There we mustered members of Chatham. Maidstone.
Gravesend. and Deptford Branches. A happy time was spent
by all. Old members of the Regiment present included some
who had been stationed in North and South China, Singapore,
and India, and, of course, many who had served in the 193945
war.
On the 3rd February, 1949, the Branch attained its 21st
Birthday, and in celebration a dinner is being held on March
17th, a report of which will be read in the issue of that month.
It is with regret that the death of "Bladder" Osbourne
and "Razor" Hart has been announced.
Our sympathy is
extended to their families.
I first knew "Bladder" as a corporal with the 1st Battalion
in Dum Dum. Later he joined the 2nd Battalion in Singapore
as colour sergeant.
"Razor" Hart was officers' mess sergeant, 2nd Battalion, in
Peshawar. 1912; afterwards was granted a commission.
" Gnat."
SHORNCLIFFE AND DISTRICT BRANCH

The monthly meeting of the above Branch was held on
Wednesday, 26th January, 1949. in the Regimental Room, Ross
Barracks. Shorncliffe. Present: Fourteen members.
Lt.Col. F. K. Theobald was in the Chair. Amongst the
serving members present, to whom the Chairman extended a
very hearty welcome, we were delighted to see Maj. B. A. Pond.
M.B.E. His long association with the Regiment will make any
introduction by me unnecessary. Also Lt. B. Blum, Assistant
Adjutant.
Before proceeding with the business of the meeting, the
Chairman regretted having to announce the death of two past
members of the Regiment:—
E'xC.S.M. W. C. Kite, who served with the 8th Battalion
during the first World War. He passed away on 16th June.
1948, at the Star and Garter Home, Richmond. Surrey, and was
laid to rest in the Soldiers' portion of Richmond Cemetery.
Mr. Arthur Marsh, who served with the 1st Battalion
during the first World War. Died on 23rd December, 1948, and
was laid to rest at Ashford, Kent.
One minute's silence was observed in remembrance.
The routine business of the Branch having been disposed
of, a proposition that a Dance be held in the near future was
seconded and carried. It was agreed that the Dance should
be held on 17th March, and being our first social venture, all
are very keen that it should be a success.
Place: Napier
Gymnasium. Date: 17th March. Time: 8 p.m. to 12 midnight.
The question of a Branch Dinner was discussed, and with
a view to furthering this laudable object, a committee was
formed consisting of:—
Mr. J. Hayley. M.C.. D.C.M.
Mr. E. Elvy.
Mr. P. Cook.
Maj. B. A. Pond, M.B.E.
It is hoped that in the very near future we can hold a
meeting at Deal for the benefit" of Branch members residing
there, and on this optinhstic note we conclude our news for
this month.
" Cushy."

MILITARY WIDOWS' FUND
A Military Widows' Fund has recently been set up in this
country. The object of the Fund, as set out in the Trust
Deed, is "to provide a sum of money for the immediate needs
of the widows and children of subscribers to the Fund who die
when serving overseas, and to alleviate the distress of such
relatives without having recourse to the process of circulating
subscription lists."
The Fund previously existed for the benefit of those
serving in India and Burma, where it was first
set up over
one hundred years ago. When it closed down out there the
assets—amounting to about £100,000—were generously handed
over to the new Fund, which will be administered by a Com
mittee of officers on the staff of the War Office.
Membership is open to all officers in the Regular Army
(British Service) who are serving on the Active List overseas
The subscription will, for the present, be £3 annually. Thr
benefits payable to a widow, should the officer die while or
the strength of an overseas Command, will, for the present
be £900. Benefits are payable immediately with the minimum
of formality. The rate of subscription and the amount of the
benefits are based on the present ability of the Fund to meet
commitments; they are both liable to variation should
actuarial examination prove this to be necessary. Due notice
would be given before any changes were made. A widower
with dependant children, as defined in the rules, may also join
the Fund, the benefits being payable to his children.
Any officer serving abroad who may be interested car
obtain full particulars on application to any Headquarters or
Regiment.
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Membership la open to all who are serving or who haveserved in The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment. Subscriptions
 r e : Life Membership: OfTiaers £2/10/0; Other Ranks 10/; or an Annual Subscription of: Officer# 6/: Other Ranks 2/.
Ths object of this Association is to foster esprit de corps, to help members keep in touch with one ansifier, and to assist
those in distress. The Association is affiliated to the British Legion.
Past and Present Association Badges are available at a cost of 2/ to Life Members.
All communication should be addressed to the Hon. Secretary, Past and Present Association, The Queen* Own Royal West
Kent Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone, Kent.

HAYNES
BROTHERS



LIMITED

ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS,
RADIO Er TELEVISION
Visit, our Showrooms at

14 - 181 KING ST., MAIDSTONE
(Opposite the G.P.O.)

O.

DOLTOX

and Sons
N E W S A G E N T S
S T A T I O N E R S
TOBACCONISTS
CONFECTIONERS
Messes Supplied
2

KOYAt Jl 1 JbITA.lt If
VYK.MI]
CHKHITOtlV. r<>fl,K ES.TONE
(Adjoining entrance to Shorncliffe Camp)

| The Wireless Shop

NOTED

>

FARMER & BROWN ALES
KENTISH CYDER
Wines, Spirits & Mineral Waters of the
choicest brand.
Price List on Application. Ail good# delivered*
'Phone Maidstone 3090

22, WEEK STREET,
MAIDSTONE
Tel: REGENT 5915.

F. G. WHITNALL
 Stockist of the West Uadio
 P. A. Microphone and Speaker litiulpiuen t
 Specialist in Repairs since llKtO

16 CHERITON HIGH STREET,
FOLKESTONE.

Tel. 85332

L...

^1 %

J. B. JOHNSTONE
flPttttarg anb /toufti TCailoi*
ant) (Breecbes /ibafter = 
34 SACKVILLE ST., LONDON

_

"3ient

Mtessenger"

Specially Appointed to the
1st and 2nd Battalions The
Queen's Own Royal West
. Kent Regiment . .

Easily BEST for

Advertisements

Also holds special appointments to many other
Regiments, and is extensively patronised by Officers
in every branch of His Majesty's Service, both at
home and abroad.

Printed by H. R. Prat:, Boonnan at the Offices ol
i
" Kent Messenger," Maidstone.—March. 1949.
Hon. Editor: Lt.Col. A. A. EG; , The Barracks, Maidstone.
Advert ising Agents : Service Newspapers, Ltd.. 67/68. Jermy n Street. St. James's, London, S.W.I. Tel.: Whitehall 2504.
c —

Q

/

APRIL, 1949

THE QUEEN'S OWN
GAZETTE

50th

97th
of Ulster's)

(The Queen':

1st Battalion
(50th & 97th)  Moore Barracks,
Shorncliffe Camp.
4th Battalion



 Tonbridge

H.Q., R.A. (r.W.K.)
44 Home Counties
Div. (T.A.)
.  Bromley
Depot

.

.

.

. Maidstone

20th London Regt.  Blackheath
(The Queen's Own Affiliated)

Allied Regiments of the
Dominions:
Carleton and York Regiment,
Woodstock, N.B. Canada
The Kent Regiment (M.G.),
Chatham, Ontario, Canada
The Canterbury Regiment,
Christchurch, New Zealand

Branches:

Branches:

DEEPCUT
NEWARK
ALDERSHOT
SHRIVENHAM

CAMBERLEY
BOVINGTON
CATTERICK
CAMP

<£%U/.
L O N D O N

4 ,

N

E

W

MILITARY

B

U

R

L

I

N

G

TAILORS

T

O

N

S

T

AND

R

E

E

T

,

W . i

OUTFITTERS

By Appointment to
The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The

Royal Marines
Royal Armoured Corp*
Royal Tank Regiment
Royal Artillery
Royal Engineers
Royal Signals
Royal Scots
Queen's Royal Regiment
King's Own Royal Regiment
Royal Northumberland Fusilier*
Royal Warwickshire Regiment
King's Regiment
Devonshire Regiment
Suffolk Regiment
Somerset Light Infantry
East Yorkshire Regiment
Bedfordshire St Hertfordshire
Regiment
The Royal Lelce*ter Regiment

The
The
The
The
.The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The

The King's Own Yorkshire Light
Infantry
The King's Shropshire Light Infantry
The Middlesex Regiment
The Wiltshire Regiment
The Manchester Regiment
The North Staffordshire Regiment
The York St Lancaster Regiment
The Durham Light Infantry
The Royal Ulster Rifles
Tha Rifle Brigade
The Royal Army Service Corp*
The Royal Army Medical Corps
The Royal Army Ordnance Corp*
The Army Educational Corp*
The Army Dental Corps
The Intelligence Corps
The Reconnaissance Corp*
The Indian Army

Gloucestershire Regiment
Worcestershire Regiment
East Surrey Regiment
Duke of Cornwall's Light
Infantry
Duke of Wellington's Reeiment
Border Regiment
Royal Sussex Regiment
Royal Hampshire Regiment
South Staffordshire Regiment
Dorsetshire Regiment
Welch Regiment
Essex Regiment
Sherwood Foresters
Loyal Regiment
Northamptonshire Regiment
Royal Berkshire Regiment
Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment

Maidstone's Safest Milk ! !
PEDIGREE GUERNSEY
HERD

(p>iuiVw^S£ ^ JZen iDai des

:'re running into spring conditions
now—it's a time when the weather is full of fits and
starts. On chilly, tricky, changeable days 'ASPRO'
is the best safeguard for immediate use. When
'flu or chill symptoms appear—or the first signs of
rheumatic pain—the wisest, simplest course is just to
take 2 'ASPRO' tablets straight away. The
soothing, calming effect of 'ASPRO' is quickly felt—
the feverishness, aches and pains go and a healthy
skinaction is promoted, which assists in dispelling the
cold. 'ASPRO* does not harm the heart or
stomach. You may take 'ASPRO' with confidence
because it has positively no harmful aftereffects.
'ASPRO', in fact, helps all because it helps Nature—
benefits everyone. So why not

#%BE FREE FROM
H#SPR!NG
COLDS & FLU
Cold Symptoms Disappear

for

Infants and Invalids
EGGS & CREAM

NOT HABITFORMING

Phone 2610

TELEPHONE 2838 MAIDSTONE

ASPRO'
as a Gargle

Two'ASPRO* tab
lets in four table
spoonfuls of water
make an excellent
gargle for sore
Mrs. V. MOORE, of Fulham, writes :—" After being a throat, tonsillitis,
martyr to heavy and repeated colds for many years, I and act as a deter
would like to express my thanks for the relief I have rent.
obtained through the use of 'ASPRO' tablets—taken at Obtainable from
the critical time of the development of a cold. I have been
your N.A.A.F.i.
through the last two severe winters without more than
CANTEEN
the symptoms, as I find that by taking a couple of
'ASTROS' directly I feel a cold beginning—and possibly Made by ASPRO LTD.,
Slough, Bucks
a further two on going to bed—the cold appears to be
discouraged and the symptoms disappear.

'ASPRO' IS

Ltd.

A spr

BENNITTS LTD.
TObolesale

a n b IRetail

ZTobacconlgte

6 and 63a, HIGH STREET
AND

3, MARKET STREET,
MAIDSTONE
AH Orders promptly executed.

FROM:

MAJOR G E N E R A L W. P. OLIVER.

C.B.. O.B.E.,
COLONEL THE QUEEN'S OWN
ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT

R EGIMENTAL H EADQUARTERS.
T HE Q UEEN'S O WN R OYAL W EST K ENT R EGT.
T HE B ARRACKS.
M AIDSTONE. K ENT.
TEL: MAIDSTONE 4652—EXT. 2.

14th January, 1950.

CONFIDENTIAL.

QO 62 DR.

In April, 1944 the 4th Battalion, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment took part
in the defence of Kohima and an official pamphlet commenting on the battle says: —
" T h e B r i t i s h Regiment of this Brigade managed to break through the enemy ring to
reinforce the Garrison. They saved the day and probably India."
It was felt by the Colonel of the Regiment that so outstanding an achievement fully justified
the honour of a distinction in dress.
Accordingly after a meeting of a Committee of Officers, which was held in 1946, a letter was
sent to The War Office recommending that the Regimental Cap Badge should be altered to a new
design which was the White Horse of Kent trampling on the broken rising sun of Japan, with the
name " Kohima " in a scroll below. This design is shown below: —

At the time it was thought by the Committee that this suggestion represented the views of
the Regiment and this may still be the case.
Nevertheless, since taking over the duties of Colonel in February, 1949, I have received
numerous criticisms, both verbal and written, which have raised some doubt in my mind as to

whether it is still the wish of the Regiment that this alteration should be made. The criticisms
have been in the main that it is a pity to change, even slightly, the old badge of the rampant white
horse with its long and very intimate association with the County of Kent, and of which every soldier
past and present is so proud.
However, those who have written or spoken to me all feel that Kohima must be honoured in
some special way and an alternative suggestion has been made: —
That the collar badge, which everyone will wear in No. 1 Dress, should have Kohima
incorporated in it as shown below: —

Since there was this doubt in my mind 1 raised the matter at a Regimental Council Meeting,
on 5th November, 1949, and it was decided unanimously that we should put the matter to the
Regiment.
Accordingly 1 am writing to you to ask you to give your views on the attached form.
the forms are returned they will be counted and the majority vote will prevail.

When

A small Committee, consisting of: —
The Colonel of the Regiment;
The Chairman, The Queen's Own Past and Present Association;
The Officer Commanding, Regimental Depot;
The R.S.M., Regimental Depot;
Lieut.Colonel A. A. Eason (Rtd.);
will scrutinise the counting.
1 am sending this letter to the following: —
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

The 1st Battalion, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment;
The 4th Battalion, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment;
The Regimental Depot;
All Branches, The Queen's Own Past and Present Association;
All Officers and Other Ranks E.R.E. and all regimental subscribers to The Queen s
Own Gazette.

All replies should reach Regimental Headquarters by 31st March, 1950.
Yours sincerely,
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HOME COUNTIES AREA.
"Quo Fas et Gloria Ducunt."
BATTLE HONOURS BORNE ON THE REGIMENTAL COLOUR :
The Sphinx, superscribed "Egypt"
"Vimiera." "Corunna." "Almaraz." "Vittoria." "Pyrenees." "Nive."
"Orthes,"
"Peninsula,"
"Punniar."
"Moodkee."
"Ferozeshah," "Aliwal," "Sobraon," "Alma." "Inkerman," "Sevastopol." "Lucknow." "New Zealand," "Egypt, 1882,"
"Nile, 188485." "South Africa, 190002," Afghanistan, 1919."

"Mons,"

"Ypres, 1914,

'15,

BATTLE HONOURS BORNE ON THE KING'S COLOUR :
'17, '18.' "Hill 60." "Somme, 1916. '18," "Vimy, 1917," "Italy, 1917, '18," "Gallipoll, 1915,"
" Gaza," " Defence of Kut Ai Almara," "Sharqat."

THE GREAT WAR BATTLE HONOURS—18 BATTALIONS :
"Mons," "Le Cateau," "Retreat from Mons." "Marne. 1914." "Aisne, 1914," "La Bassee, 1914," Messines, 1914, '17,"
'Ypres. 1914, '15 "17. 18," "Hill 60," "Gravenstavel." "St. Julien,"
"Prezenberg,"
"Loos."
"Somme.
1916,
'18."
"Albert, 1916, '18," "Bazentin," "Delville Wood," "Pozieres," "Guillemont,"
"FlersCourcelette,"
"Morval,"
"Thlepval,"
"Le Transloy." "Ancre Heights," "Ancre, 1916. '18." Arras," 1917,
'18."
"Vimy,
1917,"
"Scarpe,
1917,"
"Oppy,"
"Pilckem," "Langemarck, 1917," "Menin Road." "Polygon Wood." "Broodseinde." "Passchendaele," "Cambral, 1917, '18"
"St. Quentin." "Rosieres," "Avre," Villers Bretonneux." "Lys," "Hazebrouck," "Kemmel," "Amiens," "Bapaume, 1918,"
"Hindenburg
Line,"
"Epeliy,"
"Canal
du
Nord," "St.
Quentin
Canal."
"Courtral,"
"Selle,"
"Sambre."
"Prance and Flanders, 191418," "Italy, 1917, '18." "Suvla." "Landing at Suvla." "Scimitar Hill," "Gallipoll, 1915."
" Rumani,"
" Egypt,
191516,"
" Gaza,"
" El Mughar," "Jerusalem." "Jericho," ' Tell 'Asur," "Palestine, 1917, '18"
"Defence of Kut Al Amara," "Sharqat," "Mesopotamia, 191518."

"Editorial
We offer our heartiest congratulations to the Colonel
of the Regiment, MajorGeneral W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E.,
on his promotion to Substantive MajorGeneral.

DATES TO NOTE
23rd and 24ih April—
Regimental Golf Club Meeting at LITTLESTONE.

\0tli June—
It is with deep regret that we record the death of
BrigadierGeneral P. M. Robinson, C.B., C.M.G., D.L.
We extend our deepest sympathy to Mrs. Robinson
and family.

Regimental Dinner and "At Home" at the May Fair
Hotel.
20 tli—25 th July—
Regimental Tent—Maidstone Cricket Week.
24//? July—
Reunion—Maidstone.

We agiiin publish a roll of Regular Officers, showing
their last known appointments and addresses. Amendments
are welcome and will be published in forthcoming issues
of The Queen's Own Gazette.
We also publish a list of officers holding Short Service
Regular Commissions and will be grateful for necessary
amendments for publication at a later date.

28tli

May—

v.

REGIMENTAL CRICKET

Mote C.C.

l.v/ June—
v.

The Queen's Royal Regiment at GUILDFORD.

21th—28//? July—
We intend to publish from time to time a series of
articles entitled "CAREERS," which it is hoped may prove of
interest and assistance to individuals due to leave the
Service.
The first of the series " Recruitment for the Fire Bri
gade " will be found elsewhere in this issue. The author
is anonymous.
Old soldiers of the Regiment will be interested to hear
that No. 6428 W. D. Thompson has been admitted as an
"InPensioner" to The Royal Hospital, Chelsea.

v. The Buffs on Depot Ground.
29//?—30//? July—
v. Band of Brothers on Depot Ground.
The Editor acknowledges, with thanks, receipt of the
following journals: —
Dragon
Sapper
Globe and Laurel
R.A.S.C. Journal
Tank
Royal Engineers
Snapper
Eagle
St. George's Gazette
Wire
R.A.O.C. Journal
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Social and Personal
Apart from official visits by the Colonel of the Regiment
and Officer Commanding the Regular Bn„ we have had few
visitors this month.
Those who did pay us a visit are recorded below: —
Maj. J. B. Stewart, T.D., who is now living up in Yorkshire.
Maj. R. C. W. Thomas. O.B.E., who had just returned from
a wellearned leave in Paris.
Capt. and Q. M. A. E. Sivers, M.M.
Maj. de S. H. LewisBarned, M.C.
Maj. R. Love.
Mr. Snoad, who left the Regt. in 1936 and who is now
employed with the Statistical Branch at H.Q., Eastern
Command.
Mr. Clements, onetime R.Q.M.S. of 229, or was it 13 V
I.T.C, He is now on a mysterious job which neces
sitates much travel. On this occasion he was visiting
the R.E. Unit in our old quarters in Invicta Lines.
*

*

$

«

We have heard from Lt.Col. E. F. MoultonBarrett, O.B.E.,
 M.C., who is home for a spell from Jamaica. We hope to see
him at the Dinner on June 10th.
*

*

»

s

The British Legion Journal writes, " Lt.Gen. Sir James
O'Dowda, most lovable and modest of Legion leaders, retires
from the chair of the North Western Area and the N.E.C. He
is 78."
He took on his dual office in the Legion in 1936.
It was with much regret that we heard that Lt.Col. H. D.
Chaplin was wounded in Batavia. According to the papers his
condition is satisfactory. No need to add we hope that he will
soon be well again.




*

*

Our local celebrity, Capt. W. W. Stitt, is in the West
Kent Hospital, where he has undergone an operation. We are
informed that he is progressing satisfactorily, and hope that
it won't be long before he is again at the wheel of FKN 452.
*

*

*

*

A letter has been received from Capt. J. B. Bailey, who is
now in Hong Kong. He is attached to Hong Kong University
learning Mandarin from teachers who have come down from
the North. If all goes well he hopes to take his B.A. next
year.


*

*

*

The Silver Cups which were recently presented to the
Officers of the Regiment by the Bengal Nagpur Battalion A.F.
(I), were brought home from India by Brig. Addison, who
served with the 1st Battalion in India for some years before
transferring to the Indian Army.
4

Honours and Awards
The King has been pleased to grant unrestricted permission
for the wearing of the following decoration, which has been
conferred on the undermentioned in recognition of distin
guished services in the cause of the Allies : —
DECORATIONS CONFERRED BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

Promotions and Appointments
EXTRACTS FROM THE LONDON GAZETTE

REGULAR ARMY
Brig. W. P. Oliver, C.B.. O.B.E. (18260), late Inf., is
regranted the temn. rank of Maj.Gen., 7th March, 1949.
Brig. (Temp. Maj.Gen.) W. P. Oliver. C.B.. O.B.E. (18260).
late Inf.. to be Maj.Gen., 31st March, 1949.
Lt. P. Henning (350709), to be Capt. 26th March. 1949.
Lt. Leo Anthony Douris (135708), from Emerg. Commn., to
be Lt., 1st January, 1949, with seniority 20th December, 1941.
(Short Ser. Commn.)
Lt.Col. G. Ingham (15905), Employed List (late R.W.K.),
having exceeded the age limit for retirement is placed on ret.
pay 17th February, 1949, and is granted the hon. rank of Brig.
EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS
Lt. A. J. Wiles (177822) relinquishes his commn., 17th Jan
uary, 1949, on appt. to Gen. List, T.A.
22047044, Cadet Henry Richard Duggan (400170) to be 2nd
Lt., 4th February, 1949.
Lt. (War Subs. Capt.) A. T. Tillott (16966) relinquishes his
commn., 1st November, 1948, on appt. to Gen. List, T.A.
REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS
Lt. R. A. Loch (15869), having exceeded the age limit of
liability to recall, ceases to belong to the Res. of Offrs., 1st
April, 1949.
Lt. (War Subs. Capt.) C. S. A. Duncan (219205), from Emerg.
Commn., to be Capt., 1st January, 1949, and is granted the
hon. rank of Maj.
Lt. (War Subs. Capt.) A. G. F. Mitchell (203892), from
Emerg. Commn.. to be Capt., 1st January, 1949, and is granted
the hon. rank of Maj.
2nd Lt. G. F. H. Nelson (27640) relinauishes his commn.,
18th March, 1949.
Lt. (War Subs. Capt.) D. S. Elwell (401471), late Ind Army,
to be Capt., 1st January, 1949, and is granted the hon. ranu
of Maj.
Lt. I. B. Macaskie (86215), from Supp. Res. of Offrs., to be
Capt., 11th March, 1949.
TERRITORIAL ARMY
Capt. (Hon. Maj.) A. H. Coombes (79448). from T.A. Res. of
Offrs. Unattached List, R.A.S.C., to be Maj., 7th October, 1948.
(Substituted for the notfn. in Gazette (Supp.) dated 11th
February, 1949.
Austen Joseph Wiles (177822). late R.W.K. Emerg. Commn.,
to be 2nd Lt., 17th January, 1949.
2nd Lt. A. J. Wiles (177822). to be Lt., 17th January, 1949.
Lt. Frederick James Guy Shearburn (399873), from Spec.
List (exInd. Army) Emerg. Commn., to be Lt., 20th October,
1948, with seniority 3rd December, 1943.
Lt. (War Subs. Capt.) Douglas McCall (207774), from R.E.
Emerg. Commn., to be Capt., 9th December, 1948.
TERRITORIAL ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS
Lt. W. H. Brigden (46393), having exceeded the age limit,
relinquishes his commn., 5th March, 1949, retaining the rank
of Lt.
Maj. R. W. Brothers (24430), having exceeded the age limit,
relinquishes his commn., 15th January, 1949, retaining the rank
of Maj. (Substituted for the notfn. in Gazette (Supp.) dated
14th January, 1949, under " R. Berks. Regt.")

Bronze Star Medal
Maj. (temporary) John Herbert Douglas Sibree, M.B.E., M.C.
(98453), The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
TERRITORIAL ARMY
The following Officers are awarded the 1st Clasp to the
Efficiency Medal (Territorial): —
Lt. (Hon. Maj.) E. J. Edwards (106399) (now Para. Regt.).
Lt. (Hon. Capt.) P. J. Matthewman (186232).
The following Officers are awarded the Efficiency Medal
(Territorial) :—
Lt. (Hon. Maj.) E. J. Edwards (106399) (now Para. Regt.).
Capt. (Hon. Maj.) R. S. Roriston. M.M. (197259).
Capt. A. S. Thornton, M.B.E. (156659).

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
To ensure that your copy reaches you safely, please
notify any change of address to the Editor:—
"The Q. O. G.,"
The Barracks,
Maidstone, Kent.

51

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Cook's Hill, Mundesley,
Norwich, Norfolk.
Dear Colonel,
24th March, 1949
Thank you very much for your letter and the " Q.O.G."
Please excuse the delay in replying, but progress is so rapid
these days, that the hours I used to have for abundant letter
writing are now, I'm glad to say, rapidly growing less.
I have now reached the stage of arising at 11, taking a
stroll of about a mile, then after lunch I go for more exercise,
about two miles this time, and then I have to return to bed
at 5.30 p.m. for the rest of the day. I can't say I'm sorry, as
by this time I am beginning to feel quite tired. This idea
of feeling tired after so short a time, makes me smile to
myself, especially when I think of the " short strolls " I did
in 1942, one of which I shall never forget. It was during an
exercise called " Tiger," which no doubt plenty of other " fellow
sufferers" will recall, and over a period of 11 days, we
" strolled " a distance of a mere 250 miles. Hanpy days ! 1
I was very pleased to see in " The Q.O.G." a photograph
of the Band, and to know that Mr. Jackson is still with us.
His musical arrangements for our pantomime at Invicta Lines,
in January. 1946, were much appreciated, and greatly assisted
the show to go with a swing, it may interest you and others
to know that Brian Blades, who at that time was in The
Queen's Royal Regt. and produced the panto., is now appear
ing in Town at the Globe Theatre in the revue, " Oranges and
Lemons," starring Max Aitken, Elizabeth Welch and Diana
Churchill.
I have one more item of news, which no doubt may
interest some of the older exmembers of " The Queen's Own."
We have here, as a patient, a Lt.Col. Wenham, who joined
the 3/4th Bn. in 1916. when the Bn. was commanded by Col.
Simpson, and was at Tonbridge, later moving to Bourne Park.
Canterbury. Col. Wenham was transferred from The Queen
Victoria Rifles as a subaltern. About May, 1917, he became
assistant to Walter Monckton, later Sir Walter Monckton, and
took over as Adjt. Later still he became 2nd i/c to Col.
James, Col. Simpson having returned to England. The 3/4th
was split up when the standard formation for a brigade
became three Bns. Col. Wenham returned to England and for
a spell was Adjt. of the 30th Londons, but was later returned to
France in 1918, where he held a Bde. Staff Appointment. In
ihe war of 19391945 he lectured in E. Command and com
manded a H.G. Bn. Although nearly 60, and having undergone
a major thoracic operation, he is doing marvellously, and 1
have visited him today, and to quote his own words : " Tell
'em there's plenty of go in the old cock bird still."
Well, will close for now, but not before saying that it's
on the cards that I may be leaving here at the end of May,
so all being well, I hope to pay you a visit at Maidstone some
time in June, so till then, my kindest regards to you, and all
members of " The Queen's Own, Past and Present.
Yours very sincerely,
Ian Harrison.
Flat 4b, Castlebar Road.
Ealing, W.,5.
Dear Sir,
1st April, 1949.
I was perusing a newspaper a few days ago when my eye
caught the word, so poignant to many of us, " Kohima," and
I am taking the liberty of enclosing the item in question, a
letter describing the Military Cemetery from someone who had
been there recently.
I have no doubt that the relatives of some of the 4th Bn.
casualties would appreciate seeing a reprint of the enclosed
letter in " The Queen's Own Gazette," if space could be found
for it in some future issue.
Yours faithfully,
C. S. H. Duncan, Maj.
(Ex4th Bn.) 194046.
I have just returned from a visit to Kohima, in Assam,
where the Japanese were defeated. While there I visited
the wonderful military cemetery and would like to com
pliment the War Graves Commission on a beautiful
memorial to the fallen soldiers.
In the centre of a hill there is a simple monument on
which is inscribed : " When you go home tell them of us
and say for their tomorrow we gave our today." Each
regiment which took part has a terrace to itself and the
heroes have simple graves and white crosses with then
names and numbers printed in black.
All round are beautiful flowers
and the height is
encircled by the noble and majestic Naga Hills. To all
those who have loved ones buried in Kohima, I can only
say that they lie in peace and beauty.

United Kingdom Service Liaison Staff,
Office of The High Commissioner
for the United Kingdom,
Wellington, N.Z.
Dear Editor,
3rd March, 1949.
Recently, while glancing through an old book on the " Lite
of Wellington," I came across some remarks on the 97th Regi
ment which I had never seen before. I am enclosing the
relevant extract as I feel sure that, should you find space for
it in " The Queen's Own Gazette," it will be of interest to all
members of the Regiment. The book concerned was written
by G. R. Gleig, M.A., and published in London in 1886, and
the period referred to in the extract was some time during the
1840's, when General Sir George Brown was Adjutant General.
Yours truly, Dennis Talbot.
Extract from the "Life of Wellington," by Gleig.
The Duke then went on to say, that there was nothing
we ought to watch more jealously than any infringement
on the national uniform, nor anything more important to
maintain, than the solidity and steadiness of our infantry.
Of this infantry—of what he called the infantry of the
old stamp—it is well known that the Duke entertained
the highest admiration. He believed that the world had
never seen anything equal to it. In illustration of this
fact, Sir George Brown has kindly communicated to me
the following facts :—
" It was my practice, while in office, to inspect the
ti'oops, reporting direct to headquarters; and to make a
verbal as well as a written report of the state in which 1
found them to the Duke. Returning on one occasion from
the inspection at Canterbury of the 97th regiment, I
informed his Grace that I had found the regiment in
excellent order; that the men looked robust and healthy,
and that they were well drilled and remarkably steady
under arms. I concluded by stating, that they had adopted
no newfangled notions, either in their dress or appoint
ments, and that, on the whole, the regiment presented the
best specimen I had lately seen of the old stamp of British
infantry, and appeared to me to be all that could be desired.
His answer was: ' I am very glad to hear it, very glad
indeed. Depend upon it, there is nothing like them in
the world in the shape of infantry. Let the men have
their furloughs, and visit their friends.' "

Dear Sir,—I wish to express my thanks for arranging the
lovely tea for the committee on Saturday last; also to R.S.M.
Haley and members of the Sergeants' Mess. It was very kind
to ask Mrs. Audsley to join us, and she thoroughly enjoyed
being with us She sends her very best thanks to all.
I have enclosed a cutting from the local Orpington paper,
giving particulars of the honour my son has received in the New
Year's Honours List (Companion of the Order of St. Michael
and St. George).
I should like to say, sir, he was born in the Regiment,
whilst the 2nd Bn. was stationed in Shorncliffe, on the 15th
October. 1891, and as I did not go to Pension till July, 1908,
his earlier days were with the Regiment. He is very proud of
the Regiment, and always speaks very highly of the smartness
of the Regiment. He met some of the officers of the Regiment
when stationed in Cairo, and he was very proud to meet them
and have a chat about the time he was connected with the
Regiment.
If you think, sir, it would interest some of the old mem
bers of the Regiment who knew him as a boy (I am afraid
there are not many left), you might like to insert an account of
the honour in April's "Queen's Own Gazette."—Yours very
sincerely,
M. R. Audsley.
MR. M. T. AUDSLEY

Mr. M. T. Audsley, only son of Mr. and Mrs. M. R. Audsley,
of 54, Spur Road, Orpington, has been appointed a Companion
of the Order of St. Michael and St. George. Mr. Audsley is
Labour Adviser to H.M. Embassy and British Middle East Office.
Cairo, a post he has held for the past three years.
Mr. Audsley has been in the Civil Service for 37 years,
mainly with the Ministry of Labour, and before his present
appointment was deputy controller of the Ministry of Labour
Manchester Office and has served in many parts of the country.
During his visits to his parents, Mr. Audsley has made
many friends in Orpington who will welcome the news of his
award. He has a son and two daughters. Hisfather. Mr. M. R.
Audsley, is well known at Orpington for his work for The
Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment Old Comrades' Asso
ciation.
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LIST OF REGULAR OFFICERS AND PRESENT EMPLOYMENT
THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT



Rank.
Name.
Maj. (T/Lt.Col.) Andrews,
M.C., D. H.
Capt. (T/Maj.) Archer, M.C.,
M. G. M.
Lt. (T/Capt.) Ambrose, W. G. R.

Appointment, etc.
" A." Br. Main H.Q., B.T.A.

Maj.
(T/Lt.Col.) Brounlie,
M.C., C. A. de B.
Maj. (T/Lt.Col.) Jennings
Bramley, H. G.
Maj.
(T/Lt.Col.)
Brooke.
O.B.E., H. J. S.
Maj. Butler, M.B.E.. M.C., R.
Capt. Bailey, J. D. B.
Capt. (T/Maj.) Brock. J. H.
Lt. (T/Capt.) Burke. M.C.,
R. A.
Lt. Blum, D. E.
Lt. Bosworth, P. R.
Maj. (T/Lt.Col.) Booth
Tucker, J. M. D.
Maj. Buckle, P. C. M.

O.C.. 4/R.W.K.

G.S.O. III. War Office.
B.M.M. Ethiopia.

On leave awaiting War Office
orders.
H.Q., Western Corad.
Br. Mil. Mission, Ethiopia,
c/o Lloyds Bank. S.W..1.
B.M.M.. F.A.R.E.L.F.
Mil. Col. of Science, Shriven
ham.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
X/l 214 Gp., H.Q., R.P.C.,
M.E.L.F.
G.S.O. II, H.Q., Catterick.

Maj.
(T/Lt.Col.)
Craven,
O.B.E., C. E. P.
Maj.
(T/Lt.Col.)
Chaplin,
H. D.
Maj. (Local T/Lt.Col.) Crook,
OBE P E
Maj. (T/Lt.Col.) Courtney,
M.B.E., M.C., G. B.
Capt. Chandler, B. C.
Capt. Crumplin, W. C. D.
Capt. Clarke. H. W.
Lt. Campbell. D. P. T.
Lt. Clarke, C. S.

H.Q., Nairobi SubArea.

Capt. Dowse, R. K.
Capt. Dover, M.C., V.
2/Lt. Dobson, K.

G.S.O. Ill (2d). H.Q.. B.A.O.R.
S.C.. " A " H.Q., Eastern Comd.
1/R.W.K.

Maj. (T/Lt.Col.) Elliott, D.S.O.,
G. G.
Capt. (T/Maj.) Eason, J. A.
Capt. Elgood, P. N.

U.S. Command and Staff Col
lege, Fort. Leavensworth,
Kansas, U.S.A.
5 Nigeria Regt., W.A.
G.S.O. Ill (Ops.), H.Q., B.A.O.R.

Maj. (Local Lt.Col.) Fawcctt,
G. P.
Maj. Fyler, A. R.
Maj. Flint, A. J. M.
Capt. Faulkner, D. O.
Lt. Franklin, A. W.
2/Lt. Fletcher, J. S.

G.S.O. II, A.M.A., H.
Embassy, Chunking.
2nd i/c., 1/R.W.K.
D.A.Q.M.G., War Office.
Depot, Maidstone.
Airborne Forces' Depot.
1/R.W.K.

Maj. Grove, M.C., M. R. L.
Capt.
(T/Maj.)
Gwilliam,
D. W.
Capt. Gibson, J. M.
2/Lt. Goodwin, P. J.

Airborne Forces' Depot.
1/R.W.K.

Maj. Heygate, M.C., E. S.
Maj. ( T / L t .Col.) Hazel ton,
D.S.O., M.C., B. E.
Capt. Hunting, K. M.

Rank.
Name.
Capt.
(T/Maj.)
Manners,
D. C. J.
Capt. Myers, J. A.
Capt.
(T/Maj.)
Monckton,
M.C., D.
Capt. MacMillan, I. A.
Lt. (W.S. Cant.) Myers, M.C.,
P. O.
Lt. MacMillan. H. A.
2/Lt. Mills, A. P.

Singapore.
1/R.W.K.
O.C., 402 C.M.L.O. (B.8E.),
B.A.O.R., 3.
G.S.O. I. Grade G. (T.I.D.A.).
G.H.Q., M.E.L.F.
Offir. Instr., A.S.P.T.
Aldershot.

Maj.
(T/Lt.Col.)
Jackson,
L. F. W.
Capt. (Local Lt.Col.) Jackson,
D. W.

A.Q.M.G., H.Q., B.T.E.
G.S.O.II (D.S.), Staff College,
Camberley.

Maj. Keenlyside, C. H.

O.C., Depot.

2/Lt. Lygo, J. R.

1/R.W.K.

Maj. (T/Lt.Col.) Martyn, A.
Maj. Moss, R. E.

O.C.. 1/R.W.K.
Instr. Sch. of Inf., Farn
borough.
(Proceeding to
K.A.R.)

Hong

Kong.

1 R.W.K.

Maj. Read. M.C., M. R.
Maj. (T/Lt.Col.) Rooke, M.C.,
D. B.
Capt. Rickcord, M. B.
Capt. Roper, M.C., I. R.
Lt. (W.S. Capt.) Ruffell, D.

1/R.W.K.
Sch. of Inf., Tac. Wing.

Maj. Stanyon. T. T. W.
Capt. Scull. D. S.
Lt. Shearburn, S. R. O'R.

M.

1/R.W.K.
Admin. M.D..
X 2 List.
1/R.W.K.

Maj. Stoneham, B. J. R.

G.S.O. III. War Office.
4 Nigeria Regt.
1st Queen's Regt.. B.A.O.R.
Aiiborne Forces' Depot.

1/R.W.K.
164 Inf. O.C.T.U.

Lt. Osborne, E. C. S.

G.S.O. II, S.C., Camberley.
Br. Embassy. Terehan.

S.C. (Q.), H.Q., B.T.E., B.A.O.R.
1/R.W.K.

Lt. Nicholls, R. W. G.
2/Lt. Norton, J. D.

Maj. (T/Brig.) Saville, S. F.
Maj. Spun, E. C.

G.H.Q., F.A.R.E.L.F.

Appointment, etc.
O.C.. Tps., X/I.B., Suez.

G.S.O. Ill, H.C. Dist.
Adjt., 4/R.W.K.
S.C. " Q," Singapore.
(D.C.O.A.), Berlin.
D. A. A. G.,
Eastern
Comd.
(Awaiting posting 0.2E.,
M.E.L.F. about 28th March,
1949).
C.M. Standing President. H.Q.,
E.A. Dist.
S.C. " A," H.Q., Eastern Comd.
H.Q., 3 Gp., A.A. Comd., Mid
lothian.

Maj.
(T/Lt.Col.)
Talbot,
D.S.O.. M.C.. D. E. B.
Maj. Tarver, D.S.O., C. H.
Capt. (W.S. Maj.) Thomas,
O.B.E.. R. C. W.
Capt. (W.S. Maj.) Turner.
P. R. H.
Lt. (T/Capt.) Tugwell, M. A. J.

U.K. Service Liaison Staff.
New Zealand.
1/R.W.K., w.ef.. 1st. May. 1949.
1/R.W.K.

Capt. Upton, T. V.

1/R.W.K.

Lt.Col. Wood, D.S.O., H. D.
Capt.
(T/Maj.)
Waring,
H. B. H.
Capt. (T/Maj.) Weymouth,
M.B.E.. G. U.
Capt. (T/Maj.) White, R. K.
Capt. Willis, C. F.
Capt. Woodman, M.C., E. G.
Lt. (T/Capt.) Wilson, J. B.
Lt. Winstanley, R. G.

A.A., T.A. (Col.). War Office.
Bde. Maj., 133 Inf. Bde.

U.S. Comd. and Staff Col., Ft.
Leavensworth, U.S.A.
Airborne Forces' Depot.

G.S.O. II, 363 A.L. Sec.,
B.A.O.R.
H.Q., 150 Prov. Coy.
Instr.. 2/3 K.A.R. Bn., E.A.
1/R.W.K.
H.Q.^ 44 (H.C.) Div., T.A.
1/R.W.K.

QUARTERMASTERS
Rank.
Name.
Maj. R. C. E. Mines, M.B.E.
Maj. B. A. Pond. M.B.E.
Capt. A. E. Sivers.

Appointmerit. etc.
Q.M., Depot.
Q.M.. 1/R.W.K.
Q.M., 4/R.W.K.

ARMY LIST
(Regular Officers still serving.
Rank.
Name.
Col. B. L. Clay, O.B.E.

Not slioion iri Regimental List)
Appointment, etc.
c/o Naval and Military Club.

Lt.Col. P. H. Macklin, O.B.E.

D.P.M., B.T.A.

Maj.Gen. W. P. Oliver, C.B.,
O.B.E.

Imperial Defence College.

Lt.Col. (T/Brig.) F. D. Rome,
D.S.O.
Brig. R. A. Riddell, C.B.E.

Asst. Comdt., Sch. of Land/
Air Warfare, Salisbury,
c/o United Services' Club.

Brig. E. W. D. Western,.D.S.O.

Comd., 129 Inf. Bde., T.A.

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

3rd BATTALION THE PARACHUTE
REGIMENT

LIST OF SHORT SERVICE REGULAR
COMMISSIONED OFFICERS & EMPLOYMENT
THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT
Rank.
Name.
Maj. Allen, M.C.. R. H. D.
Lt. (T/Capt.) Andrews, L. G.
Lt. (T/Capt.) Allberry, R. F.
Capt.
(T/Maj.)
Beaumont,
S. H.
Capt. Bell, T. D.
Lt. (T/Capt.) Burbridge, I. C.
Capt. (Q.M.) Blake. M.B.E.
A. G.
Capt. Cox, A. G.
Lt. (T/Capt.) Crump. E. D..
Capt. Cocksedge, R. E. C.
Lt. (T/Capt.) Carr, A. S. A.
Capt. (Q.M.) Cook, E. S.
Capt. (T/Maj.) De Haviland, V.
Lt. (T/Caot.) Deed. E. A.
~Lt. Dinsdale, J. W.
Lt. Douris, L. A.
Lt. Evans. E. A.
Lt. Elwood, K. S.
Lt. (T/Capt.) Fitzpatrick, J. N.
J. N.
Capt. (T/Maj.) Grimshaw, W.
Lt. (A/Capt.) Gibbons, A.
„

Lt. (T/Capt.) Galilee, M.C.,
R. C.
Lt. (T/Caot., T/Maj.) Groom,
J. W. J.
2/Lt. Gray. M. H.
Lt. Gale, L. J.
Capt. (T/Lt.Col.) Holman,
L. J.
Lt,. (T/Capt.) Durdant
Hollamby. N. O.
Lt. (T/Capt.) Huckle, G. S.
2/Lt. (W.S. Maj., Hon. Maj.)
Holoway, P. G. (S. R. Offirs.).
Lt. (T/Capt.) Jones, F. J.
Capt. Marsh, H. W.
Lt. (T/Capt.) Mugford, N. D.

Lt. Mannering, L. A.
Lt.
(T/Capt.) Mott, M.M.,
D. H.
Lt. (Hon. Capt.) MacAskie,
I. B. (S.R. Offirs.).
Capt. Miller, D. S.
Lt. (T/Capt.) McDowell, P. B.
Capt. O'Dell, M.M., W. H.
Capt. Peirson, G. H.
Lt. (T/Capt.) Pullen, G. W.
Lt. Platford, G. J.
Capt. Russell, M.C., D.C.M.,
H. C.
Lt. (T/Capt.) GrantSturgess,
P J R
Maj. (T/Lt.Col) GrantTaylor,
L. H.
Maj. (T/Lt.Col.) Thrift, K. G.
Capt. Trumper, J. M. S. W.
Capt. Thornton, A. S.
Lt. West, J. D.
Lt. Wilcox. B. G.
Lt. (T/Capt.) West. K. T.
Maj. (Q.M.) Watts, M.B.E.,
A. E.
Capt. (QM.) Walker, M.B.E.,
A

Appomtment, etc.
D.A.P.M. H.Q., B.A.O.R.
2nd Inf. Div.. B.A.O.R.
S.P.C.. W.O.S.C.. Lingfield.
Offir. Instr., A.S.P.T.. Alder
shot.
Hamburg Dist.. B.A.O.R.
XI16 Q.A.M.C.U., M.E.L.F.
5 Liaison H.Q., Br. Tps..
Schleswig, Holstein.
Mons' Offirs'. Cadet School.
Aldershot.
H.Q.. B.M.M., Greece.
Adjt., 1/R.W.K.
110 W.O.S.B., Chester.
1 (N.Y.) Bn.. K.A.R.. M.E.L.F.
H.C.B.T.C.
1 Surrey Regt., M.E.L.F.
1 Inf., Div. Pro. Coy., Tripoli.
5 Nigeria Regt., W.A.
1/R.W.K.
Att. 156 T/C. X/l, M.E.L.F.
1/R.W.K.
Depot Trg. Est., 35 Basic Trg.
Unit.
X/l H.Q., B.M.M., Ethiopia,
M.E.L.F.
1/R.W.K.
1 East Surrey, M.E.L.F.
Mil. Ops. Research, West
Bylieet.
431 E.A.C.U., E.A., M.E.L.F.
Sch. Mil. Admin. Beaconsfield.
X/16 H.Q., O.C. Tps., Suez.
H.Q. Fayid. X/l O.R. S/C.
" A." M.E.L.F.
1/R.W.K.
1 Queen's, B.A.O.R.
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1.

TRADITION

2.

TODAY

The Parachute Regiment was formed during the late war
and its units took part in many famous operations—they
dropped in Sicily in 1943 and in Normandy in 1944 prior to the
seaborne assaults; they dropped at Arnhem in September. 1944,
and on the east bank of the Rhine in 1945. After the war
they served from 194648 with the 6th Airborne Division in
Palestine.
Today the Parachute Regiment has three regular
battalions, the 1st, 2nd and 3rd. They form a Brigade which,
is to remain a permanent part of the British Army. Each
battalion is affiliated to a number of regimental groups. The
3rd Parachute Battalion is affiliated to the following Brigades :
The Home Counties Brigade.
The East Anglian Brigade.
The Green Jackets Brigade.
The Midland Brigade.
The Light Infantry Brigade.
3. T O U R S O F D U T Y , C O N D I T I O N S O F S E R V I C E , E T C .
(These are laid down in full in Army Council Instruction
No. 329 of 1947.)
(a) Service in the Parachute Regiment is limited to
regulars who are volunteers and who have at least 12
months to serve when they volunteer.
(b) Regular officers and men can volunteer under A.C.I.
329 of 1947 for a tour with the Parachute Regiment.
On completion of this tour (normally 3 years), they can
return to their Regiments.
(c) On volunteering for the Parachute Regiment, officers
and men first
complete an initial parachute course
which lasts about 5 or 6 weeks. They will then normally
be posted to the Parachute Battalion affiliated to their
own Regiment.
(d) Parachutists of all ranks receive an extra 2/6 per day
parachute pay while serving with a parachute unit.
(e) A tour of duty in the Parachute Regiment gives regular
officers and men an opportunity to gain an interesting,
exciting and valuable experience.
4

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & DEATHS
BIRTHS

REITCHEL.—On March 1st. 1949. at Old Tiles, Mark Cross,
Sussex, to Maureen (nee Denning), wife of Jerome C.
Reitchel, a sister for Ann, Jane, Elizabeth and Paul.
MISKIN.—On March 6th. 1949, at Landway House, Ifield, Kent,
to Michele, wife of A. H. Miskin, a daughter.
JAMES.—On February 11th, 1949, at Queen Charlotte's
Maternity Hospital, to Joan, wife of Capt. R. A. James,
M.C., a daughter—Sally Ann.
DEATHS

G.H.Q., A.G.I., M.E.L.F.
1/R.W.K.
H.Q., Hannover Dist., B.A.O.R.
50 M.L.E., P. 2D. 11/48,
02EX/L., M.E.L.F.
Sch. of Admin., Beaconsfield.
H.C.B.T.C.
c/o Comdt., Staff College,
Quetta, Pakistan.
61 B. H.Q., B.A.O.R.
H.Q., Tps. 2/H., B.A.O.R.
M. of S. Mil. Depot, Carmar
then.
75 H.A.A. Regt. Gravesend.
203 D.C.R.E., 2 Bde. Gp.
B.A.O.R.
H.Q., B.A.O.R.
2 Families' Camp, Eastchurch.
X/l B.M.A. Tps,, M.E.L.F.

The Editor regrets to record the deaths of: —
ROBINSON.—On April 1st, 1949, at Florance House, Groom*
bridge, Brig.Gen. Percy Morris Robinson, C.B., C.M.G., D.L.,
Royal West Kent Regiment, beloved husband of Ruth
Robinson, aged 76. Funeral at St. John's Church, Groom
bridge, on Monday, April 4th, at 3 p.m. No flowers.
LYONS.—Sgt. W. Lyons, late 5th Bn., R.W.K. and R. Berks.
Regt., T.A., of 29. Rose Street, Delce, Rochester. Buried
at St. Margaret's Cemetery, Rochester, on 28th February,
1949.
NEW ALL—Mr. R. W. Newall, late R.W.K., died 27th February,
1949, and buried in Maidstone Cemetery on 4th March, 1949.
4
At Manchester, the guard, finding
Macpherson without a
ticket or money, grabbed him by the arm and put him off the
train with a wellplaced kick.
At the next station he found Macpherson again and
repeated the expulsion, accentuating the force of the gesture.
At the third station the guard was astounded to find Mac
pherson yet again. Bending low, Macpherson attempted to
jump quickly enough to escape at least part of the violence
of the attack.
" How far do you think you're going to get like this ? "
asked the guard.
" As far as London," replied Macpherson, " if my con
stitution will stand it."
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MR. H. J. LISMORE

OBITUARY
THE LATE
BRIGADIERGENERAL P. M. ROBINSON, C.B., C.M.G.
BY COLONEL H. D. BUCHANANDUNLOP, C.M.G., D.S.O.

[I have been asked to write an obituary notice for
Brig.Gen. P. M. Robinson, and though I realise how
inadequately I have done justice to his memory, I am
proud to have been asked to write the notice.]
When I joined the 1st Bn. at Dum Dum, India, in 1898.
Robinson was then a Subaltern of six years" service. He was
therefore considerably senior to me. At that time, he and the
late Colonel H. S. Bush were probably the two best batsmen
in India, and both were in great demand to play cricket for
Calcutta. Col. Bush afterwards played regularly for Surrey
and he used to say that Robinson was every bit as good a bat
as himself. In fact, he was in the first class and I was very
pleased with myself when I once stayed in some time with
him. when he made 199 runs in a match in Malta, for the
Garrison Cup.
Owing to the fact that I was a good deal junior to
Robinson "and also because he was for many years employed
under the Colonial Office I did not get to know him really well
until the 1914 war.
At the outbreak of that war he was commanding the
Depot as a Maj., but was almost |it once given the task of
raising and training the 6th Bn.
.
By November. 1914, the 1st Bn. had lost heavily, especially
in officers, and Robinson was sent out to take command of it.
I haDpened to be temnorarilv commanding the Bn. Robinson
arrived during the first battle of " Ypres " and was ordered to
take command of a part of the line held by several units.
The previous commander had just been killed. I remember
how relieved I was when I had a message from him and knew
that he would shortly be taking over command of the Bn.,
and was near at hand.
Gen. Robinson was a strict disciplinarian and he never
hesitated to say what he meant both to those above and below
him and he could express himself on paper or orally as well as
anyone I knew. He. however, had a very dry humour, though
to some who did not know him well, it was not always easy
to tell when he was leg pulling. Perhaps a good example was
when he was about to retire from the Army and applied for
an interview with the Military Secretary.
When he was
ushered into the " presence" the M.S. was delighted, when
instead of—as he expected—an officer with a grievance.
Robinson told him that he was about to reire from the Army,
he felt he ought to say " goodbye" to someone and he
thought that the M.S. was the right person to say it to. The
M.S. invited him to lunch.
When Robinson took over the 1st Bn. in November, 1914,
it had been fighting
more or less continuously since " Mons,"
but it was not long before it recovered from its long spell of
fighting
under his command.
He commanded the Bn. when it captured " Hill 60 " and
during the second battle of " Ypres," when the first German
gas attack took place.
As was to be expected, however, he was soon selected to
command a Brigade and held the rank of Brig.Gen to the end
of the war. While he was commanding the 1st Bn. I was
proud to serve as his Adjt., and when he was given a Bde. to
take over command of the Bn. from him.
After the 1914 war he commanded the Kent and Sussex
Brigade and was offered the'appointment of Inspector General,
West Africa, but declined the latter and retired from the Army
in 1925.
After retiring from the Army he became an active member
of the Kent Territorial Association and was at one time Chair
man of the " Lands" Committee. I don't think it would be
wrong to say that, had he wished, he could have been Chair
man of this Association and would have made a very good one.
For several years after his retirement he played cricket
for the Blue Mantles, making quite a lot of runs.
He was made a Deputy Lieutenant of the County—a well
deserved honour.
He became a keen golfer who was most difficult to defeat,
especially at Crowborough Beacon, of which club he was
Captain at one time. He also took a great interest in his
garden, which became latterly his chief occupation.
We who knew him will miss him greatly and I. personally,
feel it to have been a great privilege to have served under
him and got to know him so well both as an officer and after
wards at his home at Groombridge.
All our sympathy goes out to Mrs. Robinson and his
relations. It is a", consolation to know that up to a very short
time before his peaceful death, he was still as active as many
far younger men.

His many friends in the district, particularly in club
circles, will regret to learn of the death of Mr. Henry John
Lismore, which took place at his residence, at 19. Mill Road,
Frindsbury, on Sunday, 13th March, 1949, at the age of 82.
In his early days, Mr. Lismore served in the Royal West
Kent Regiment and was discharged with the rank of Sgt. He
afterwards worked at the R.N. Armament Depot at Upnor, and
when he retired from Government service, he was employed
as a steward for a number of years at the headquarters of the
Medway Yacht Club in Willis Avenue, Rochester. He was an
active and helpful member of the old Rochester Liberal Club,
the Strood and Frindsbury Working Men's Club, and the
Veterans' Club. At one time or another he served on the
committees of all three clubs and was also their games
secretary.
Mr. Lismore had been married 60 years, and with his wife
recently celebrated their diamond wedding. Mrs. Lismore,
three sons, three grandchildren and two greatgrandchildren
are bereaved. One of the sons sailed for Hong Kong only five
days before his father's death.
The funeral took place at Frindsbury on Thursday, 17th
March, when the Rev. D. L. Band officiated.
»

«



*

Henry Lismore commanded the Quarter Guard when the
Regiment left Chatham some years ago. He served in the 1st
and 2nd Bns.
4

ARMY ART SOCIETY
The Society held its seventeenth Exhibition, the second
since the war, during the month of October last in the Imperial
Institute, Kensington, S.W.7. The Exhibition was open to the
public for three weeks and the attendance was most
satisfactory. No check of numbers could be made, but more
catalogues were sold than ever before. The Exhibition was a
great success. 436 works were shown, but over 100 could not
be accepted for lack of space. The standard was high, of
many of the works very high indeed, especially among the water
colours and sculpture. Sixteen works were sold.
The Society's next Exhibition will be held in the Imperial
Institute during October this year. Receiving Day will be
Monday, October 3rd. The Exhibition will be open to the
public for three weeks.
All ranks of the Army and Royal Marines, past and present,
permanent or temporary, who are not already members of the
Society are eligible to submit works for consideration on
Receiving Day. The fees payable are a Submission Fee of 2/6
on each work submitted and a Hanging Fee of 5/ on each
work shown. Exhibitors will be considered by the Committee
for election to Membership of the Society.
All ranks of the Royal Navy and Royal Air Force and of
other Armed Forces of the Empire may also submit works and
may also be considered for election as Associates.
The Rules and all further particulars may be obtained on
application from the Honorary Secretary, Colonel L. N. Malan,
O.B.E., 2, Iverna Gardens, London, W.,8.
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WE WANT TO MAKE THE GAZETTE A BETTER
MAGAZINE, BUT CAN ONLY DO SO IF YOU ASSIST.
YOU CAN
Prompt

KELP BY:—
payment of subscriptions.

Constructive criticism.
Obtaining new subscribers.
Sending us interesting articles and
for publication.

Photographs

Submitting articles and photos in suitable time
for publication by 20th of previous month.
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REGIMENTAL MUSEUM

REGIMENTAL PAPERS

Two large silver cups have recently been presented to the
Officers of the Regiment by the Bengal Nagpur Railway, as a
token of appreciation.
The following correspondence is published as a record of
this generous gift.

The following was discovered among some old Regimental
Records : —
Agreement Between the Colonel, the Officers
and Mr. Gassner, Bandmaster.
1. The Regt. will allow to Mr. Gassner the sum of
£250 to cover all expenses and charges on condition that
he proceeds to England, and. on landing, to Kneller Hall and
passes the necessary examination as a Trained Bandmaster
for the 50th Regt., and embarks to rejoin within six
months of his passing the prescribed examination.
2. Mr. Gassner will receive no pay or allowance from
the Regimental Band Fund from the date of his embarka
tion for England until the date on which he again embarks
to rejoin the Regt. as Bandmaster : from which date he
will receive from the Band Fund the allowance of £100
a year, and from the date of landing in New Zealand this
sum to be increased to 10/6 a day or £191/12/6 per
annum, and to continue at the latter rate so long as he
shall remain Bandmaster of the Regt. This sum to be in
addition to all pay or allowances actually paid by the
public.
3. The sum of 24 gns. per annum will also be allowed
to Mr. Gassner, for which he agrees to supply the Regt.
with all the necessary music and music paper for scoring
and for less07i books. But should the Band require a new
set of books, the expenses to be defrayed by the Band
Fund.
4. Although Mr. Gassner will then become a " Trained
Bandmaster,' it is to be understood that in all respect he
is to be treated with the same consideration and kindness
as hitherto. He Is not to be expected to wear uniform,
except at half yearly inspections; when travelling by land
to have the option of proceeding by himself; and when on
a voyage with the Regt. to be allowed, as heretofore, to
mess with the Officers, but at his own expenses.
5. Should from unforeseen circumstances he found it
impossible to comply with the conditions contained in the
above paragraph after Mr. Gassner has rejoined the Regt.
as a Trained Bandmaster, the Officers of the Regt. pledge
themselves that on receiving three months' notice from
Mr. Gassner they will not oppose his application for his
release from the Service, but will assist him in obtain
ing it.
G. Gassner,
Wanganui.
January 10th, 1865.

Copy
DO. 385.

Bengal Nagpur Railway House,
Kidderpore,
Calcutta.
Dated : 7th February, 1949.

My dear Addison.
Confirming our discussion this morning in the office ol
the High Commissioner for the U.K. With the winding up
of the late B.N. Railway Battalion A.F. (I), the question
arose as to what should be done with the silver belonging
to the Battalion. At the Regimental Board Meeting, which
was convened for the purpose, before the Unit was finally
disbanded on the transfer of power on August 15th. 1947,
it was unanimously decided that this silver should be
made over as a free gift to the Bengal Nagpur Railway
Administration, to which the Battalion owed its origin.
2. At a meeting of Heads of Departments of the
Bengal Nagpur Railway, held some time ago, it was agreed
that a souvenir selected from the silver should be pre
sented to the Royal West Kent Regiment, as a mark of
appreciation to the excellent service rendered to the Unit
by at least two Adjutants (Captains R. L. Travel's and
P. H. Macklin) : It is possible that other officers from the
Royal West Kent Regiment had served as Adjutants of the
B.N. Railway Battalion before or during World War I, but
unfortunately it has not been possible for me to verify
this. Two cup have been selected and a brief description
of them is as follows : —
(1) A Bowl 12" in dia. and 8" high, including plinth.
Presented by the Directors of the B.N. Railway to
the then Bengal Nagpur Railway Rifles in 1891.
(P. Orr and Sons, Madras.)
(2) A two handle cup 61" In dia. by 131" high, includ
ing plinth. Presented to the then B.N. Railway
Volunteer Rifle Corps in 1908, by Sir Samuel Hoare,
Chairman of the B.N. Railway Co. (English Hall
mark.)
3. Since you have very kindly offered to take these
two cups with you when you proceed to England in a few
days' time and to make them over to the Royal West Kent
Regiment, I am having them suitably packed and will have
the package delivered to you before you leave for Bombay
on 12/2/1949. I am very grateful to you for offering to
take these cups home for presentation to the Royal West
Kent Regiment, and it is very appropriate that an
exofficer of that Regiment should be taking them over
from us in Calcutta.
4. I trust the information given above will be
sufficient to enable you to complete the necessary
formalities for export and import permits.
I enclose a Memorandum which you may care to hand
over to the Officer Commanding of the Royal West Kent
Depot at Maidstone.
With kind regards and looking forward to seeing you
on board the " Cilicla."
Yours sincerely.
7/2/49.
(Signed) W. J. Coode.
L. J. L. Addison, Esq.,
Office of the High Commissioner for U.K.,
1. Harrington Street,
Calcutta.
Kncls.: One memo.
Memorandum
These two cups, which were the property of the B.N.
Railway Battalion A.F. (I), are presented to the Officers of
the Royal West Kent Regiment by the Officers of the Bengal
Nagpur Railway Battalion A.F. (I), on the Unit being dis
banded as a result of the transfer of power on August 15th,
1947, as a mark of appreciation of the excellent services
rendered to the Unit by at least two Adjutants, Captains
R. L. Travel's and P. H. Macklin.

+
Subscription rates: —
Other Ranks 5/ per annum, post free;
Officers 9/ per annum, post free;
Single Copies 5d., post free.

+
SQUASH RACQUETS
On Saturday, March 26th, a match was played between
" The Queen's Own " and The Kent County Squash Racquets
Association, at Maidstone, which resulted in a win for the
Regt. by three matches to two.
This was the first time since before the war that a fixture
of this sort had been arranged and as it was an undoubted
success, it is honed to make it an annual match.
We were lucky to have the services of B. C. Phillips, who
served with the 7th Bn. during the war, and his 1st string
match against A. W. H. Mallett, the Oxford and County player,
was the outstanding game of the afternoon. Maj. Fvler, after
being one game down, played very well to defeat K. R. Oliver,
a former Cambridge Blue, and Maj. Wilson, also after a shaky
start, proved much too active for his opponent. A. J. M.
Cartwright. Maj. Keenlyside had a closer match with J. N. S.
Ridgers. another County player, than the score in games sug
gests and looked like levelling the score at two games all
when leading 7—3 in the fourth game, but he was unable to
prevent his experienced opponent from catching up and finally
taking the game and match. Experience proved a deciding
factor in the fifth
string match, when H. R. Finn defeated
Lt. C. S. Clark, who is very active and has the making of a
good player. After the match a small cocktail party was held
in the Depot Officers' Mess, followed by a dinner for both
teams at the Royal Star Hotel.
The individual scores were as follows : —
" The Queen's Own "
Kent County S.R.A.
B. C. Phillips beat
A. W. H. Malleit . . 3—1
A. R. Fyler beat
K. R. Oliver
3—1
C. H. Keenlyside lost to J. N. S. Ridgers . . 1—3
E. C. T. Wiison beat
A. J. M. Cartwright 3—1
C. S. Clark lost to
H. R. Finn
0—3
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! : News from
:!

i st BATTALION
At this time of the year
there is generally a rush to get
some leave In before the leave
year ends by all those indus
trious officers and O.R.s, who
have worked steadily through
the year quite oblivious of cer
tain paragraphs in the leave
manual and certain A.C.I.s and
orders
concerning this very
important subject. The spring
of 1949 has proved 110 exception
to this rule, and the Orderly
Room and Coy. Offices have been
working at full pressure, trying
to lit everyone in before the end
of the month. The clerk who
makes out leave warrants always
does a brisk trade this month
and is very pleased when we pass
into the new leave year.
Quite apart from the officers
referred to above, there have
been several changes within the
Bn. during the past month, and
there will be several more before
we go to press again.
We were very sorry to say
goodbye to Maj. H. Marsh, who
has now gone to the 1st. Bn.,
Middlesex Regt.. in London; he commanded C Coy. during the
last nine months and was the one and only owner of a Corgi
motor cycle, on which he could be seen riding round the camp at
high speed. Maj. D. H. Gwilliam has taken over C Coy. on
joining the Bn. from "B.A.O.R.; we wish him a long and happy
stay.
Maj. P. Lewis is leaving the Bn. at the end of this month
and will be going to join The Buffs in Hong Kong. He has
been O.C.. 2 Coy., since its existence in the Bn. and was a
tower of strength on the hockey field. We all join in wishing
him and Mrs. Lewis every happiness and good fortune in the
future. Maj. D. C. L. Nolda has also received a posting and
will soon be on his way to take up a Staff appointment at
G.H.Q., Farelf. After a year as O.C., H.Q. Coy., Maj. Nolda
commanded D Training Coy. and the Cadets; he will be missed
by all those who served under him. We wish him and his
family every happiness and good fortune in the future.
Capt. J. St. Aubyn set out recently from the Bn., but soon
returned again to Shorncliffe, he will, however, shortly be
leaving once again, and although he will be missed in D Coy.
and the Mess, we hope that he gets a little farther this time,
as we know that it is his wish to join the Malay Regt.
Maj. Duffield is now out of uniform and has moved into
an office in Bn. H.Q. spider, where he will carry out his duties
as Administrative Officer (retired), which entails the operation
of numerous Bn. and SubUnit accounts.
On the 9th March the Director of Military Training, Maj.
Gen. G. S. Evans, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., visited the Bn. and saw
the Coys, carrying out a variety of training, after which he
spoke to all Coy. Cmdrs. and had tea in the Mess before leaving.
In future the parents and friends of recruits are to be
invited to attend passingout parades, alter which tea will be
available for recruits and visitors in Regimental Rooms, lt
is hoped that many will avail themselves of this opportunity
of seeing a bit of Army life and seeing their own sons passing
out on completion of their preliminary training as soldiers.
During the last month the Bn. has, as usual, been taking
part In every form of sport. In the final of the Home Counties
District Football Competition, the Bn. beat the Intelligence
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Battalions :
I!

Corps' team from Lingfield, 4—2. on Risborough Stadium
Ground. I. Corps opened the scoring, but Cpl. Childs soon
equalised with a nice shot from the right wing and just before
the interval Cpl. Tillott put the Bn. in the lead with a tremen
dous shot from thirty yards' range. The visiting team pressed
hard during the second half, but Stansbury scored after a
fast movement originating in a good pass from Sgt. Young.
Lawson soon added a fourth goal for the Bn. I. Corps pressed
hard and were awarded with a goal after a scramble in the
goal mouth. The game seemed to slow down towards the end.
and there was no further score. The Bn. team played well
together and thoroughly deserved their win although the
Intelligence Corps put up a very good show. Q.M.S.I. Badham
was a tower of strength at centre half. The forward line was
ably led by Lawson, with Childs outstanding on the wing, and
mention must be made of Cpl. Norris, who played a grand game
in goal. A cup and medals were presented to the Bn. team
by G.O.C., Home Counties District, Maj.Gen. P. G. S. Gr'egson
Ellis. C.B., O.B.E.
During the past month the Bn. rugger side has played
three matches, beating R.A.F., Manston quite comfortably, but
losing to Dover and R.E.M.E.. Lydd. Hie season is nearly at
an end and the team has had many excellent games and it
is hoped that most of the fixtures
will be repeated next year.
The InterCoy. Hockey Tournament has reached the finals,
with A Coy. and Bn. H.Q. teams left to play the last game.
Having won the District CrossCountry Championship, the
Bn. team went on to win the Eastern Command Championship
at Colchester. Sgt. Clemens, after a bad start, finished
brilliantly in first place, and although 1st Essex produced a
strong team, the Bn. team had their ten men, to count, in the
first fourteen. A very fine
effort. The Army CrossCountry
Championship was run at Old Dalby, in Leicestershire, in
teeming rain, and although our team ran very well, we only
managed to finish 7th; Sgt. Clemens finishing
13th and gaining
his Army badge. The team was greatly heartened by the
appearance of Lt.Col. Martyn on the start line, especially con
sidering the distance, and the journey there and back in one
day.
All members of the Bn. team and Lt. Nichol are to be
heartily congratulated on so many fine performances through
out the season, and we wish them better luck in the final
next year.
In the boxing ring the Bn. has been well represented. The
Bn. team nut up a very good show in the Home Counties
District Individual Championships; L/Cpls. Lilley and Linton
and Ptes. Bush, Partridge and Davidson all winning their
respective weights. The Bn. team will meet 14 Fd. Regt., R.A.,
in the final of the H.C. District InterUnit Team Champion
ships on 28th March, 1949.
L/Cpl. Lucy Is to be heartily congratulated on receiving
his Army Boxing Colours, having represented the Army on
three occasions In 194849.
The Bn. team is very sorry to lose L/Cpl. Redgewell, who
has gone on " demob."
In a squash match, played at Hythe, the Bn. was beaten
by three matches to two by 14 Fd. Regt., R.A. Maj. Fyler
was. unfortunately, playing in London on this particular night.
The garrison squash court has taken a new lease of life
since the arrival of Maj. Fyler, and one does not have to dry
the floors
before playing any longer. The only complaint at
the moment is that the paint comes off the walls and a black
ball very soon looks like a cross between a racquets' and fives'
ball.
The first social evening, arranged by the Committee of the
1st Bn. Families' Guild, was held on the 8th March and was a
great success. Various games were played, including a com
petition to see who could make the best hat out of a sheet of
paper and three pins. After a close finish Mrs. Abrams was
adjudged the winner by the C.O. and Capt. O'Dell. Refresh
ments were served during the evening.
These social evenings will be held on the second Tuesday
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in every month for the wives of all ranks of the Bn. There
will be competitions, games, penny raffles and refreshments.
A small charge of 3d. from O.R.'s wives and 6d. from officers
wives will be made to help cover the expenses.
Mrs. A. Martyn and her Families' Guild Committee will be
responsible for these socials and extend a hearty welcome to
all and hope that many will attend and enjoy the entertain
ment, which will vary from month to month; any ideas will
be gratefully received.
It is hoped that the Guild may be able to help wives with
their problems and organize more social functions within
the Bn.
D.M.

Congratulations to Pte. E. Bessant on his recent marriage.
We wish him and Mrs. Bessant every happiness in the future.
«
«
a
*
Congratulations to Bandsman and Mrs. Barrett on their
recent happy event—a sister for Anne.
«
£
S
«
Congratulations to C.Q.M.S. Gibbens, who Is engaged to
be married at Easter.
4
4®
4
Congratulations to Sgt. Dutton on winning the Sgts'.
Mess Silver Spoon for smallbore shooting in February.

"A"

PERSONAL
Lt.Col. A. Martyn and Maj. M. Read, M.C., have been on a
short course at the School of Infantry.
*
$
*
S
Maj. R. C. W. Thomas, O.B.E., has managed to get away on
a wellearned leave.
e
s
s
®
Heartiest congratulations to W.O.II O'Keefe, M.M., Pte.
Bishop, Pte. Barr, Pte. Crocker, Pte. Lovell, Sgt. Finnis, Cpl.
Stanford on gaining L.S. and G.C. medals.
e
s
s
e
We wish R.S.M. McLoughlin and his family every good
fortune in the future and hope that they have enjoyed their
stay at Shorncliffe.
Heartiest congratulations to L/Cpl. Lucy on gaining his
boxing colours, 1948/49. He has represented the Army on
three occasions.
4

s

4

a

»

*

*

»

Lt.Col. Martyn, Maj. Lewis, Capts. Monckton, Dent,
MacMillan and Lt. Winstanlev attended lectures on Combined
Operations at the Depot, Royal Marines, Deal.
Congratulations to Maj. Grimshaw on his recent promotion.
He remains as O.C., H.Q. Coy.
*

*

s

*

A hearty welcome to R.S.M. Stephens, who has just joined
the Bn. from the Welsh Guards. We hope his stay may be
long and happy with the Bn.
*
*
s
*
Lt. C. H. Hamilton has recently been appointed officer i/c.
cycling and 2/Lt. Burgess officer i/c. hiking. Both these
officers have been getting into training.
*

$

*

*

Congratulations to Cpls. Fincham, Murphy and Stanbridge
on their recent promotions.
*
*
4
4
Capts. Illiffe and Monckton recently sat for the Stall'
College examination in London.
*

*

s

a

Congratulations to Cpl. and Mrs. Norris on the birth of a
daughter, Susan Joyce.
4

*

»

4

A grand dance was held by the Sgts'. Mess in Moore Gym.
on 3rd March, and although documentation was being carried.
out for the new intake, the gym. was very well decorated by
the dance committee.
*

*

*

»

The following have been selected to represent H.C. District
in the Eastern Command Individual Championships; we wish
them every success : —
Sgt. Watson.
L/Cpl. Osmond.
L/Cpl. Lilley.
Pte. Bush.
L/Cpl. Linton.
L/Cpl. Lucy.
Pte. Partridge.
L/Cpl. Ritchie.
Cpl. Moran.
Pte. Davidson.
»

*

»

»

Congratulations to Pte. L. Brooks on his recent marriage,
and we wish him and Mrs. Brooks every happiness in the
future.

a
*
#
Cheerio and good luck to Cpl. Barnard, who has now been
demobbed and is off to S. Africa.
*

*

*

*

We are glad to see C.S.M. Benn back from hospital and
xe that he has completely recovered.
»

*

»

»

o 2/Lt. Duggan who has recently arrived from
five a visit from Maj. B. J. R.
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Training Company

During the past month training and recreational activities
have proceeded at high pressure, encouraged by wonderful
springlike weather.
Maj. Wilson. V.C., our new Coy. Cmdr., apart from running
his company, has been busy with Certificate " A " examinations
at Tonbridge School and preparing for the next officers' days.
He has also found time to play a good deal of hockey and
squash.
Capt. Monckton, M.C.. Coy. 2nd i/c.. has returned from a
fortnight's cramming, which finished
with his taking the Staff
College examination in London.
Pte. Long has been the only new arrival in the Coy., as
storeman; we wish him a happy stay.
There have been several allday exercises with the whole
Coy. out and cooking their rations in mess tins. These days
are very popular and it is amazing what can be done with
ordinary rations and a mess tin. Lt. Ellwood and Sgt. Watson
organized a magnificent kitchen and the aroma of grilled chops
and chips attracted many a curious onlooker.
On one of these days the D.M.T.. Maj.Gen. Evans. C.B..
C.B.E., D.S.O., visited the Coy. and seemed satisfied with all
he saw.
Lt. Bosworth has returned from his course at Hythe and
judging by his report there is not much that he does not
know about antitank gunnery.
Lt. Hamilton has recently returned from leave and has
applied to join the Parachute Regiment.
The Coy. has excelled itself in the field of sport recently,
being well represented in nearly every Bn. team.
Both Light and Heavy TugofWar teams have reached the
final of this event, ably coached by Cpl. Fromow.
The InterPlatoon Football Competition has been won by
No. .3 Pin. (Lt. P. Goodwin). There are some very promising
footballers in this Pin. and Pte. Humphries is quite out
standing.
Maj. Wilson presented vouchers for the N.A.A.F.I. to the
winning team.
In the Bn. shooting competition the Coy. team consisting
of C.Q.M.S. Miller, Sgt. Watson, Cpl. Lewis and Cpl. Gillett,
beat H.Q. Coy., who generally consider themselves pretty good
in this department.
Cpl. Barnett still plays regularly lor the Bn. rugger side.
Sgt. Watson and Pte. Fossey both represented H.C. District in
the Command Boxing Championships.
Our Coy. hockey team remains unbeaten and C.Q.M.S.
Miller has not allowed the ball to cross his goalline once.
We are playing the Bn. H.Q. in the InterCoy. Final.
Within the Coy. we have almost finished
the Individual
Table Tennis Tournament and the semifinals are now being
played off. Pte. Knight is a hot favourite.
Maj. Wilson and Capt. Monckton played squash for the
Bn. in a recent match.
Cpls. Barnett, Sutton and Webberley have recently returned
from a wellearned leave and Cpl. Barnes has returned from a
N.C.O.s' Drill and G.D. Course at the District Training Centre
at Hythe.

"B" Training Company
The Coy. has now settled down to steady training. Maj.
Read has gone off on a course for two weeks and will be then
followed by Capt. Illiffe, who is to learn all about athletics
at Aldershot.
The Coy. football team is maintaining its high position in
the Bn. league, soundly beating C Coy., 4—2, recently. Sgt.
Young is the backbone of the defence, ably supported by the
C.Q.M.S. and the C.S.M.—the C.S.M. looking very professional
in his kneebandages. The Coy. team Is as follows: C.S.M.
Nicholls, C.Q.M.S. Horstead. Sgt. Young, Cpl. Pace, Cpl. Button.
Cpl. Murtagh, Cpl. Cawley, Capt. Illiffe, Ptes. Young, Farley,
Greenhead. Fraser, Johnson.
We are now starting a tabletennis and darts competition
and hope to form Coy. teams in both events and hold Inter
Coy. and outside matches.
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In the Unit TugofWar we meet A Coy. in the finals
of
the heavies, which should be a great battle." We have already
beaten them in a pulloff held in error, but I hear that A Coy.'s
team is now much improved under the coaching of an expert
with much experience from the Middle East.
C.Q.M.S. Horstead has just returned from leave and is
engaged in feverishly righting all the wrongs perpetrated
against his systems in his absence.
Sgt. Bradshaw is now imbued with the Guards' doctrine
from Caterham, but has been sent on leave to recuperate from
his drill course and come down to earth again.
Cpl. Archer, having failed in his attempts to get to the
Royal Fusiliers, is now, in desperation, driven to attempting
the Parachute Regt. He would soon lose the crease in his
trousers with that unit.
The Coy. recently held practises for the Physical Efficiency
Tests. I gather that the sixfoot wall has had" to be repaired
owing to the determined efforts of Cpl. Wilson causing a breach
in his heroic attempts to reach the ton.
Sgt. Young volunteered to undertake the tests, being over
age, and was the only man to successfully complete the series,
putting many much younger men to shame.

"C" Training Company
It is with great regret that C Training Coy. this month
says goodbye to Maj. H. Marsh, who has been Coy. Comdr. since
May, 1948. All ranks of the Coy. wish him every success in
his new appointment with 1st Bn., Middlesex.
Our new O.C., Maj. D. H. Gwilliam, has now joined us and
is already making his presence felt.
Sports have been well to the fore in the last month.
Crosscountry running has given the Coy. a chance to shine,
and Lt. Clarke has .represented Eastern Command in the Army
Team Championships, and he ran very well.
Lt. Osborne has now returned to the Coy., having spent
the last fortnight In Aldershot on a Messing Officer course.
Cpl. Moran and Pte. Partridge, our two pugilists, are doing
very well. They are both in the Bn. Boxing Team and did
well in the H.C.D. Championships. Cpl. Moran was very unlucky
to lose his fight.
The referee stopped the fight
because Cpl.
Moran's eye was very badly cut.

"D" Training Company
D Coy. has now received a further intake of recruits,
making the total number of Pins, under training eight. This
state of affairs will not last long, since the intake of 6th
January will leave us on the 17th March. Their parents and
friends have been invited to attend the PassingOut Parade
and inspect the Coy barrackrooms, etc.

Recent training included a field
day, in which the Coy.
went out by Pins, to learn practical fieldcraft,
march dis
cipline, minor tactics, etc. The average distances covered were
in the nature of twelve to thirteen miles, and the day was
both very instructive and enjoyable. Night operations have
also been included, and the men are now so highly trained
that they " freeze " if someone strikes a match in the dark !
We are unfortunate in sport however; of the three hockey
matches played we have lost two—v. A and C Coys., and won
one v. B Coy. At soccer we have been beaten by the Cadets,
2—1. The InterPin. soccer has been monopolised by No. _1
Pin., who under the truly inspired leadership of 2/Lt. Dodsoh.
have beaten all Pins, hands down. They have now had the
impertinence to challenge the whole Coy.! ! If they do not
meet their match in the Coy. team their smugness will be
quite unbearable !
The Bn. CrossCountry Team, which reached the Army
Championships representing Eastern Command, included Sgt.
Clemens, Sgt. Dowsing, Cpls. Henden and Gilham, Pte. Ryan
and Lt. Fletcher, though the last two named did not run in
the Army, as the team was reduced to 10. We congratulate
Sgt. Clemens in coming 13th and thus gaining his Army
Colours. Pte. Davidson, of 4 Pin., has been boxing for the
Bn. very successfully, whilst In the Miniature Range Competi
tion the Coy, has won its last two shoots v. A and C Coys.
The Regtl. Old Comrades have met once again in our
Regtl. Room, and we hope to see them again in the future.
Sgt. Dowsing attended the Regtl. Council at Maidstone, at
which the new Col. of the Regt.. Brig. Oliver, was present.
Finally, we welcome 2/Lt. George and Duggan to the Coy.
and hope that they will not be worn out by the documentation
of their new Pins.

H.Q. Company
The month of February has been comparatively quiet in
the Coy., and the main activities outside routine "work have
been confined to InterCoy. hockey, crosscountry running and
Small Bore Shooting.
In the InterCoy. Hockey League we have xmfortunately
lost all our three games. For the benefit of readers, let it be
known that H.Q. provide three teams in the InterCov. affairs,
namely, Bn. H.Q. and Q.M. Staff', No. 1; Coy. H.Q. and Messing
Staff, No. 2; Band and Drums. No. 3 team.
Our games versus Bn. H.Q. were very much enjoyed, and
we held them until halftime, but I am afraid age told in the
second half, when we were well and truly beaten. However,
well done, H.Q. Coy. The Bn. H.Q. team contains a fair
portion of the Regtl. hockey team.
The InterCoy. Small Bore League (3rd series) is now in
progress, and our teams are not quite doing as well as they

Runnersup Home Counties District InterUnit Team Champion
Rugby Cham
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did in the second series. However, we appreciate their efforts
in turning up during their own time for practice and com
petitions, and we shall be glad to see more volunteers,
particularly younger members of the Coy. It would be a wel
come change to find a team of youngsters, so roll up and try
your hand. I will mention here that our A team of four has
a total of 90 years' service between them.
Capt. Dent is now a member of H.Q. Coy., in the capacity
of Unit Education Officer, and Lt. Roupell has joined as W.T.O.
We welcome both to the Coy., and hope they will enjoy their
stay. Our welcome is also extended to R.S.M. Stephens, who
has taken over from R.S.M. McLoughlin.
By the time this goes to the press we shall have said an
revoir to the following, who are leaving us on Class " A"
Release: Cpl. Godden, L/Cpl. Wilson and L/Cpl. Davis; we
wish them every success in. civil life, and thank them for
the hard work they have put in during their tour in H.Q. Coy.
C.S.M. Kettle is now back with the Coy. for duty, after a
spell as acting R.S.M. During the last six months he has spent
a considerable time, on and off, on this duty, so we are glad
to have him back.
L/Cpls. Murphy and Fincham have now risen to the dizzy
heights of Cpl., and Ptes. Fair, Vincent, Waters 157, Dickson
280 and Stephenson to L/Cpl. Congratulations to them all.
We were sorry to hear the Bn. CrossCountry Running
Team was not amongst the first three units in the Army
Championships. However, we derive pleasure from the fact
that the Bn. are champions of the Eastern Command. Better
luck next time. We are aware that you did your very best.

No. 2 Drafting Company
The Permanent Cadre is slowly putting on a new face.
In the Office Block, for instance, " In " trays are transferring
their bias to the " Out " side at the thought of demob., which
is in the near future for most of our staff. The exodus has,
in fact, already started. L/Cpl. " Ginger" Tillott made his
way out with 103 Group, and L/Cpl. Harris has at last edged
his way into permanent employment in the role of Post N.C.O.
L/Cpl. Ron. Langton, our sanitary chief, also struck the road
with 102 Group. The next few days will see the last of 104
and 105 Groups, which contain such familiar faces as L/Cpl.
Passey, Ptes. Hawkins, Lazarus and Williams. In short, a com
plete metamorphosis will soon have been effected. This, of
course, means the addition of yet another task to the long
list of tedious duties with which Sgt. Jamieson has to con
tend. in recruiting new clerks to replace these stalwarts.
C/Sgt. Murphy has left our immediate company in after
duty hours, having obtained Married Quarters, and Sgt.
" Paddy" Butler has at last realised his cherished ambition
of regaining his wife from hospital and obtaining Married
Quarters, after many months.
We have rpcentiy taken on strength new faces in C/Sgt.
Titley's latest addition—a boy—and Cpl. Lawson's first, whom,
we are told, has already donned the traditional family foot
wear, and is to be seen punting a pill about in Somerset
Married Quarters, under the guiding eye of his father.
Another old R.W.K. man is happy once again—C/Sgt.
Parris passed through the Coy. en route to Malta to join his
wife.
The next person must indeed be called "happy." However,
the quizzical glances given to him by the other members of
2 Coy. (and those sighs of sympathy by the old 'uns) are
having a disturbing effect on the poor fellow. The young
" unfortunate" to take unto himself a wife is the Coy.
typist, Pte. Cooper (" The man who found happiness—too
late ! " to quote Sgt. " J "). However, notwithstanding these
belated attempts to dissuade him, the lad is very happy and
would have it no other way.
Cpl. " Tich" Theobald has taken a shbrt time off from
P. 1954 and all that, in order to welcome home his son from
a cruise in the Pacific with the Royal Navy.
The InterCoy. shoot is going well for this Coy. Two
matches, two victories. The first was against B Coy. and the
second against our most formidable opponents, H.Q., who
proved a difficult obstacle during last year's competition. We
may, therefore, be excused for expecting good results.

Band
Hello, readers ! Once again it is my pleasure to inform you
of the notable events in the curriculum of Band life (or exist
ence, as the resident wit has it).
Before commencing this month's satirical epistle, we would
like to extend our deepest sympathies to L/Cpl. and Mrs.
Healey on their recent bereavement.
The Band has recently been actively engaged in a
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bicounty T.A. recruiting drive, embracing Kent and Sussex.
Amongst places visited were coastal resorts Broadstairs,
Ramsgate and Margate; and inland, Canterbury, Tollbridge
and Sevenoaks, whilst in Sussex we visited Lewes and Brighton.
Judging by the support we received during these engage
ments the T.A. should be well over strength, but whether or
not my surmise is correct it is too early to say.
Now that this recruiting drive, as far as "we are affected,
is over, we are looking forward to the summer playingout
season, with its numerous attractions (especially for the lads
unfettered by the bonds of matrimony).
The Band hockey team has been keeping the old flag
flying, being runnersup in the Bn. Senior Hockey League.
I would like to make it known that the Band did not lose a
game, and considering the limited number of men they had
to select the team from, did extremely well.
We hear that :
Members who participated in the recent T.A. recruiting,
which entailed travelling in the Regtl. 'busses, were
thankful when their feet were firmly emplanted on
terra firma
again.
Whether or not the long and tedious 'bus journeys
reminded them of the Bay of Biscay in January, it is
not for me to say.
That Boy Mansfield is suffering from a peculiar disease;
to date no doctor (or M.O.) has been able to diagnose
his ailment.
Two contributory factors to this wretched lad's indisposi
tion are jointly his gargantuan appetite for oboe
reeds, and the thought (ever present) that each mouth
ful of reed will cost him 55£ buns (9/3 in sterling),
at the curent N.A.A.F.I. price.
Bdsm. Marshall has declined a proffered position with
Edmundo Ross. The reason for his declination being
attributed to the fact that " Ed." (all his intimate
friends call him " Ed.") has yet to master the
honourable art of conducting a xylophone solo " a la
Marshall."
Bdsm. Marshall is quoted as having said " They don't call 
me ' Metronome ' Marshall for nothing."
That's all for this month as B/Sgt. McCracken wishes to
utilise the one and only existing typewriter (Imperial Mk. IV.
portable lor the use of) to transcribe the ensuing day's detail.
" Liam."
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Battalion Headquarters
We are now able to report with some satisfaction that
our efforts reported in the last issue of the "Q.O.G." have
met with a certain measure of success. Although our strength
has only increased by eight, it does show that we have put the
Bn. and the T.A. in the public eye.
We were honoured by a visit from the Colonel of the
Regiment during the month. We look forward to many such
visits in the future.
A very successful Officers' Weekend Training took place
on 5th6th March at Tollbridge. Although the weather tried
to do its worst, no time was lost as a dual programme had
been laid on and a very instructive and busy weekend was had.
On the evening of the 5th March the officers held a Dinner
at the Rose and Crown Hotel, which took the form of a fare
well to Maj. T. T. W. Stanyon.
The Commanding Officer has just returned from a course
at the "College of Knowledge." Warminster.
Tee up your
Tactics—"you have been warned."
Congratulations to Sgt. D. Baker, who attended a course
on stripping and assembling — small arms and cycles, at
Blachdown, and obtained a "D."
This month has seen the departure of yet another mem
ber of the Permanent Staff—Pte. Cooper, who has departed for
Civvy Street and matrimony. We wish him the best of luck
for the future.
We are expecting the arrival of Pte. Pier, of the Royal
Sussex Regt., who will be taking over the duties of Pte.
Cooper, in the next few days, and we hope he will soon settle
down in his new surroundings and find
he has no cause to
regret his change of cap badge.

"A" Company
Hello, hello! Ls that all members of the Bn.? This is
"The Wog" speaking from Able Coy. with a spot of news.
We had a grand finish
on the miniature range the other
week, when we met the Frittenden Civil Team. Teams con
sisted of eleven a side. We had the services of the O.R.Q.M.S.
and C/Sgt. of the Depot, and lost by 15 points. A very good
shoot indeed.
I and all members of the Coy. wish to congratulate Maj.
C. W. Lawder Bird on his recent promotion. Well done. sir.
Old members of the Bn. will also be pleased to note that
Capt. I. H. Roper, M.C., has taken over the duties of Adjutant,
and I am sure that all will wish him the very best and extend
a very hearty welcome to him. We must also express our
regret at the departure of Maj. T. T. W. Stanyon to a sunnier
clime and wish him the very best of luck.
The Coy. of late has been very busy, what with "Tug"
passing us out on T.O.E.T.S and preparing for the move to our
new quarters in the Barracks. Everyone has had a lot of
work to do.
We have started getting ready for the annual weapon
training by having a Sunday on the Range, i.e., 20th March at
Shoreham.
We hope to have a very good day, with full
attendance.
The Wog.

"B" Company
"Busy Bee" has indeed been busy since last we contributed
to the Buster.
Training has restarted in no uncertain manner, and
already we have had a pretty varied training programme, with
L.M.G. and Wireless (Practical and Procedure) well to the fore.
Our arms drill methods haven't entirely met with the R.S.M.'s
approval, but may we assure him that our best efforts are
being saved for the great day at camp.
Miniature Range
shoots are still popular, and most of us can now proudly
boast of at least seeing the target, if not actually hitting it.
'Flu germs prosecuted and found guilty the Company
Commander—sentence, 14 days confined bed; taut
in his
absence Capt. Ford coped ably with the problems of Imprest,
Attestations, and Nil Returns.
The departure of two members, one unfit and one trans
feree to the Airborne Division, was balanced by the welcome
arrival of L/Cpl. Booth from R.A. and Pte. Vallins (brother
of our 'Arry).
Our social side, augmented by the latest recruit—a piano
—has been very active. The monthly dances still continue to
keep the C.S.M. and P.S.I, as well as the Brewers, exceedingly
busy, but we are wondering how long it will be before the
band fall through our improvised stage. Now, if the Q.M.

would get us some timber
!! Our darts record has been
maintained—our latest victims being Morphy Richards, who
after some very close games showed us that the elbow is just
as useful away from the "mark."
A visit from the Adjutant, Capt. Roper, and Sgt. Munday
helped to explain the fabulous stars. Some of "Busy. Bee"
would like to see a few more, however!! The coming advent
of camp has brought forth the bianco blocks — if we can
persuade the Company Commander to pay for it we should be
able to complete the efforts that our new tailor is to make
on our B.D.
THINGS WE WOULD LIKE TO KNOW—
Is it true that at the last Dance the Recruit i/c Men's
Cloakroom really spent two hours outside trying to persuade
his partner to join the A.T.S., or did he have other motives?
Did the C.S.M. really say the PennyKittyShoots were
Money for Old Crowns?
How come Edgar was allowed to pick up a Nap Kitty?
See you all at Camp.
Busy Bee.

"D" Company
It's not very often that I go so far as to brag, but I
must start off by saying: Hello, from the strongest Coy.! That's
all; don't want to rub it in. Whilst drawn towards the subject
of recruiting, I must say we've got some stiff opposition up
this way. An R.E. Construction Unit hold out very tempting
advantages on one side, and an R.A. unit nearby head their
dance advertisements "Penge Territorials" and overlook us.
But we're not worried; nobody in "D" had to be persuaded
to come.
Darts matches are proving popular, and our team, whilst
not always successful, are very enthusiastic—you should see
the dartboard surround!
Members of the Coy. attended a Dance at H.Q. recently.
All maintained it was a jolly fine
effort. George especially
remembers that evening, but cannot give any details—he's
rather hazy about the latter part. His behaviour on the home
ward journey was somewhat questionable, and Charlie Buck
took a dim view, for he was very close to our George at the
time. The choir got going, being in a "festive" mood, led by
some mysterious person referred to as "Hoot."
On Sunday, the 27th February, the Coy. embussed for
Shoreham for a day's shooting against the R.A.s from Bromley.
The food provided by Mrs. Walker was well up to her usual
delicious standard, and it shook the Gunners. We had the
usual canteen open and "brewups" at regular intervals. In
fact, everything was organised the "D" Coy. thorough way.
Sgt. "Doughy" Baker was right in his element and on top
form, bawling his head off at the firing
point, but getting
things running smoothly. The result of the match was a
draw—quite amazing, considering the number of points in
volved. The journey there and back gave an opportunity for
the learner motorcyciists to get a little more experience, and
the machine stood up to it all very well.
All members of the unit are looking forward to Annual
Camp. The majority are disappointed that it's to be of only
eight days' duration. Camp is the only time the Bn. can
really get together. Last year was the first time, and. despite
the weather, everybody mucked in and for a week we were
a working team. This year we know will be even better, for
we have had further opportunities of meeting one another and
will not be strangers, when the Bn. parades that first
day.
There's to he a guardmounting competition, which "D" Coy.
are going to win—we've made up our minds about that.
The "offduty" times at Camp should be very hilarious this
year, for Cpl. Ransome and Pte. Pace (the shocking pioneers)
are with us. Of course, Bob Green will stir the place up as
usual, and Horace will entertain the locals to a dominoes
tournament. Yours truly will indulge in a spot of the local
brew, and I'm partial to the local shellfish, too! Charlie will
not, repeat not, visit Sandgate.
Sgt. "Doughy" is away on a course, taut will be back with
us by the time this is in print. Poor fellow, keeps having
knowledge crammed into his cranium. It's noticably quiet in
the Drill Hall, and Drill Nights without him doesn't seem quite
the same. Yes, we miss the "oracle." No doubt he will be
back soon, with more ideas on training.
"That's about the lot for now, "sweats." so I'll say cheerio
till next time. Don't forget the address if you want to drop
a line or call in and see us—you're always welcome: Drill Hall.
Parish Lane, Penge, S.E.20.
Gappin Hejrow.
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Support Company
During the course of this month the local Recruiting Week
has taken place. The Drill Hall at Bank Street was the scene
of enormous activity, being filled to capacity with mobile
bakeries, teleprinters and a host of other complicated equip
ment on show to the public. While the immediate response
to this Rrecruiting Week has been disappointing, one must
hope that the parading of large quantities of modern equip
ment (not to mention the band of the 1st Bn.!) may. in the
long run, induce some of the citizens of Tonbridge to join
their local unit.
For the Coy. itself, the month has seen the departure of
Headquarters Coy., to whom we gave temporary lodgment.
They have opened up afresh in Avebury Avenue and they now
have our late P.S.I. Sgt. Bucknell as their P.S.I. We wish
them the best of luck in their new location. We are very
fortunate to welcome as our new P.S.I. C.S.M. Hills, who has
been with the Bn. since it was reformed, and to whom there
are no mysteries in the mechanical world.
Great scenes of activity have also been in progress in the
Drill Shed  in our Drill Hall, which has been completely re
decorated and refloored. In fact, the Bank Street Drill Hall
is now, we are sure, second to none throughout the county.
As we go to pvess, we have to report the start of a new
development in weekly training.
This is evening convoy
driving, the convoy routes being arranged with a weather eye
on the location of certain convenient pubs.
In addition to the new P.S.I.. we welcome this month two
new officers, Capt. Large and Lt. Bobby. We hope their stay
with us will be long and happy.
f

THE REGIMENTAL DEPOT
Owing to a new leave year starting on 1st April, March has
been a quiet month at the Depot, with large portions of the
Permanent Staff absent on leave. O.C. Depot was for a time
practically running the place off his own bat (or squash
racket) and has in fact been the only nonstarter in the leave
stakes.
We published our last Ukranian Order at the end of Feb
ruary and handed them over to the Intelligence Corps Depot.
We were quite sorry to part with them, as they worked hard
and were a cheerful crew. The " new order" of the back
field owes a lot to them and even the area of the Regimental
Tent at the Mote was rejuvenated by them. They have
rebuilt the steps there, a work which seemed, to come
naturally to them.
On March 11th Gen. GregsonEllis paid us an informal
visit and was particularly pleased with the Permanent Staff
Barrack Room and the Sgts'. Mess.
The whole officer staff of the Depot has now attended
various Tactical days and exercises at Shorncliffe, concluding
with Exercise " Nocturne." during which Capt. Faulkner found
difficulty in reconciling his recce, with listening to the Boat
Race on a portable wireless carried by an officer with rather
different tactical ideas.
The Colonel of the Regiment has been staying for week
ends at Sutton Valence and we were very pleased to have
received several visits from him, and to welcome both he and
his wife to the Mess on Saturday, 2nd April.

Sergeants' Mess
As our very able contributor reported in the last edition,
a Grand Sergeants' Mess Dance was held in the New Gym
nasium on Friday (a good day). 25th February, 1949, which
proved to be a reasonable success. To ensure our guests had
an enjoyable evening, "bar" prices were below (considerably)
average—whether this fact had become generally known prior
to the Dance is not known, but it was noticed that the male
attendance were very punctual and numerous—this had its
repercussions, as will be noted later. The ladies aid not seem
so eager, but did arrive in force about nineish, and the Dance
got going really well. This state of affairs continued until
shortly after the interval, when, to everybody's dismay, the
"bar" was beginning to run "dry " Frantic meir pushed and
crowded towards the counter in desperate efforts to obtain
their due shares of the dwindling stock. Of course, it had
to come to it, and the busy men behind the bar were allowed
to have a very pleasant break and smoke. During this interval
stocks were replenished and all (we hope) were able to slake
their thirst. Anyhow, it was voted a good idea, as it allowed
those weary workers behind the bar to get to bed at a reason
able hour (?)
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On the following evening. 2Gth February, a couple of our
members spent a, very pleasant evening at the gathering of
the Chatham. Deptford, Gravesend and Maidstone Branches
of the P. and P. at the Drill Hall. Chatham—and they also
ran "dry," so one of the members took to the floor and gave
an exhibition dance to the tune of "Where's That .Tiger?"
Anyhow, it's nice to meet some of the pals we served with
and some real "oldtimers."
Many past members and serving (who know him) will be
pleased to hear that "Sammy" Spencer was seen loitering in
Sandling Road on the morning of 27th February. He's looking
well—got a good job and is looking forward to visiting The
Depot on "Reunion Day," 24th July, 1949. Of course, we are
looking forward to record attendance this year, being the
middle of the County Cricket Week—accommodation can be
fixed for those who desire it. Come and see a good day's
cricket, followed by meeting your many pals.
During the period 28th February—14th March, there were
no dining members in Mess. This unusual occurrence was
brought about by Bob Baker (the Medical man) (R.A.M.C.
attached) deciding (apart from being detailed) to attend a
course out of station, and the remaining members thought a
spot of leave would not be out of place. Somebody must have
known something, for it was arranged that the billiards cable
should be put in a good state of repair during this period—
so that our snooker practice would not be interrupted on our
return. (Very thoughtful). The R.S.M. attended a lecture at
Shorncliffe on 8th March on "The Aims and Objects of the
British Legion." After the lecture he could not be found
where he was supposed to be (in other words, he was absent),
and in consequence had to "hitchhike" back. It is under
stood, however, that he spent a very pleasant evening in the
Mess at Shorncliffe with the R.Q.M.S. (There's something in
that!).
A very old Mess member turned up on 3rd March in
exC.S.M. "Chota" Snoad. We were pleased to see him looking
so fit (put on a bit of weight). He had a good look around
before he departed. It is understood he intended to make
his way to Sutton Valence that evening to meet mine host
at The Clothmakers' Arms—to wit, Maj. Fred Lambkin. We
hope they had a good evening.
A very pleasant evening was spent on "Patrick's" Night on
the occasion of the comlngofage Dinner of the Maidstone
Branch of the Past and Present Association. No doubt a full
report will appear under the P. and P. notes in this issue.
It was disappointing not to see Chris Foster there, who. it is
understood, was indisposed owing to illness. Never mind,
Chris, we thought of you and hope you will soon recover. The
R.S.M. acquitted himself well in proposing the toast of the
Association and its Chairman.
The 1st Bn. 193945 Club are having a meeting in London
on 9th April and a couple of members from the Mess are
attending—more of this meeting in the next issue, and also
concerning an indoor games challenge from the local branch
of the R.A.S.C. Old Comrades Association, which is due to take
place on 1st April in the Mess. We are looking forward to
"beating 'em up."
The following have visited the Barracks during the past
months:—R.S.M. Hallett ("Wot, more leave?"), exSgt. "Nick"
Winter (now a painter), and exC.S.M. "Chota" Snoad. Pen
sioner Robertson was also a guest of the Mess for a few days;
we hope he enjoyed his short stay. News has also been received
from exC.S.M. "Henry" Butcher, who is working very hard for
the British Railways. C.S.M. Blundon has also rejoined the
fold after a long spell of leave—he seems atixious to get into
real harness again; he finds it quiet here. We are still looking
for correspondence from Sgts.' Messes of 1st and 4th Bus.

EYES RIGHT ^T!£'ES
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Maidstone & District Laundry Co., Ltd.
Loose Road, Maidstone.
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Maidstone 3020
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Ex" B " COMPANY, 5th

BATTALION

We anticipated a "nil return" at our meeting on the first
Saturday in March, owing to the fact that the T.A. Club had
again fixed a Dance to be held on our meeting night. However,
by dint of much staff work by our hon. treasurer, the
threatened spanner was removed from the works, and all went
well. It was indeed a good thing that the spanner was re
moved in time, for we had some unexpected guests, and a
good sprinkling of the old Penge Detachment of H.Q. Coy.,
notably the two Smith brothers (A. and S.) of Drums fame,
Olley and Alf Franks. Given the necessary instruments, we
would have had a very noisy session. As it was. Alec Cameron
let it rip very effectively on the converted harp in the corner,
and the Glee Party gave of its best (or worst). We were
pleased to see again on this occasion Bert Cook and Dicky
Hale. With Wally Lippingwell presiding, and all the usual
gang present, the Club Room looked even more like the old
prewar Coy. than ever before.
On February 25th we paid a token visit to the London
Branch of the P. and P.A. We had hoped to have been sup
ported in greater numerical strength 011 this occasion, but, as
it happened, had we turned up in full strength we would
have far outnumbered our hosts. There were four of us. Alec
Cameron, Len Clarke. Tom Sayers, and the inevitable Horace
Maskell. We would like, at once, to express our thanks and
record our appreciation of the very hearty and sincere welcome
the London Branch accorded us. We were never once at a
loose end, nor allowed to feel out of place. We strongly advise
anybody considering visiting the Branch to waste no time in
doing so.
.
We were very interested in the opening proceedings of
the meeting, the exact opposite of our own informal meetings.
We were transported (in imagination) back to the old Army
days with a vengeance! The staccato conduct of the meeting
by the chairman made us feel a little apprehensive lest we
be marched out to the Guard Room for a welldeserved spell
of jankers! However, business over, we soon dispelled the
Coy. Office atmosphere when a mountain of excellent sand
wiches and the familiar pint pots arrived.
Darts then followed, though so informally that to this
day we don't recall who won what! And eventually the Glee
Party started up under the persuasive fingers of Alec at the
piano. "It goes like this
" was soon reached, and finally.
as most of the home team had departed, we adjourned to the
bar downstairs, whence we were in due course "chucked out"
and made our respective ways home.
We would particularly like to mention the fraternal way
in which Capt. N. H. Coyle (one time of our Bn.) and Capt.
Frank Williams took us under their wing!
" Nightingale."
ASSOCIATION OF 11th BN., THE QUEEN'S OWN
ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT

The Annual General Meeting and Social was held on the
24th March. 1949, at 6.45 p.m., at the Bridge House Hotel,
London Bridge, S.E.I, with Mr. L. W. Dawson in the chair.
About 50 members and friends were present.
The chairman referred to the sad and sudden loss of the
President. Lt.Col. A. C. Corfe, D.S.O.. and asked the meeting
to stand for a few moments in his memory.
The Colonel, he said, could never be replaced; his loss is
a very severe one to the Association, but to perpetuate his
glorious memory every member must further the future of
the Association, by giving his uttermost support, at all times.
Mr. Dawson stated that this Association was the envy of
many others, and was held up as an example, aild so we must
strive to ensure its future.
His year of office had been a very successful one. and be
quoted the recent Ladies' Night and Dance, which had been
so pleasing to all. He thanked his committee for its valuable
help, and all the members for their support.
Mr. R. C. M. Jenkins praised the work of the Emergency
Help Fund, stating that he personally knew of a case where
assistance had been given. The treasurer's letter had caused
so much pleasure that he felt he must mention it to the meeting.
Mr. Dawson welcomed the reappearance of Capt. T.
Rooney, M.C., following a prolonged illness. His experience
and sage advice will be most valuable in the Association's
affairs. He also welcomed the present of Col. Dean, D.J., V.C.,
who had come such a long distance to attend.
It was resolved that a memorial tablet in brass be placed
in St. Laurence Church, Catford, and the Rev. F. L. Hilditch,

whose beautiful address at the memorial service will be ever
remembered, will be asked to perform the ceremony, which
will take place in the autumn. The estimated cost will be
£25.
Mr. Dawson then referred to the election of the new
President, a subject which had given the committee so much
intensive thought. Maj. J. C. Beadle, M.C., who had com
manded the 11th. had been asked to fill the post, but he was
such a sick man that he felt he could not do so.
Maj. A. J. Jimenez. M.C., had in the early days of the
Association given it every support, but later his health
suffered, and he was obliged to curtail his activities, but he
was willing, with reservations, to his nomination.
The VicePresidents had all in turn been asked, .but all
declined as they considered that Major Jimenez be nominated.
Mr. Russell stated that every approach had been con
sidered in this matter, and in order to be correct we must ask
Maj. Jimenez.
Cant. Rooney seconded this proposal, and said that the
committee dealt with its business in the manner of an Office
of State, and that everything is carefully thought out, and it
had agreed, after a prolonged discussion, to recommend Maj.
Jimenez's nomination.
The nomination of Maj. Jimenez was put to the meeting
and agreed to.
Maj. Jimenez! in his letter, writes that he considers his
nomination a great honour.
Mr. Dawson, on leaving the chair, said that the Association
had given him a signal honour in electing him, and hopes that
in 20 years the members, with their sticks and bathchairs, will
still be rallying round the banner.
He proposed that Mr. R. O. Russell, M.C., he elected chair
man. This was received with much applause.
Mr. Russell, on taking the chair, observed that he. already
a busy man, had been given additional work, but that was
his pleasure. He paid tribute to Mr. Dawson, saying that he
had been a wonderful chairman. The manner in which he
steered the committee at its last meeting was masteifful. He
had a most difficult task in the nomination of the new Presi
dent; all members spoke their minds, and there were no
recriminations. Mr. Russell said that he went home full of
praise.
It was not a year one would choose to become chairman,
considering the loss of the Association's cornerstone, Col.
Corfe. but he hoped that he would please all members.
He proposed that Mr. L. G. Eves, who, he said, worked hard
in Association affairs, be elected vicechairman. This was
agreed to.
Messrs. A. E. Grant R. C. M. Jenkins and W. Riggall, with
Capts. C. F. Hall and A. V. D. Morley, M.C., formed the com
mittee. with Capts. R. Maltby, M.C., and T. Rooney. M.C.
(Advisory); Mr. L. W. Dawson, hon. secretary; Mr. S. H. Lewis,
assistant hon. secretary.
Mr. Russell then spoke of a plan which had been in his
mind for some time, and he asked that members form their
own small groups. Signallers. Snipers, etc., who would meet—
a plan which would bind members closer, which would assist
the Association generally.
Mr. Butcher proposed that a yearly pilgrimage be made
to Col. Corfe's grave, when a wreath would be placed.
It was agreed that the committee make a decision on the
proposal.
Among those present, Mr. Daniels, 11th Queens, expressed
his pleasure at being made an honorary member, and stated
that the two units were really one, so close was their associa
tion, which he hoped would continue. Sincere applause greeted
his remarks.
It was very pleasing to welcome Capt. M. Frost, the late
Colonel's soninlaw.
Business ended, and although the expected talent failed
to appear, the social side did not flag, for an impromptu affair
developed, with singing of old songs of 191418, stories of
various hue, and other interesting items kept the gathering
well amused, with the aid of the bar, and at 10.50 the last
members filed out. Thus ended a very satisfactory and happy
Annual General Meeting, a fact which gave the committee
great pleasure.
I must end with an appeal; that is: Will those who have
not done so already please send in their subscriptions. The
Association needs every penny.
Outlay has been very heavy and much has yet to be done,
and if you can manage an extra donation it will be gratefully
received. And don't forget, an addressed envelope, with a
2|d. stamp. It all helps.
" Pte. Banks."
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Here we are once again. Since our last meeting and inser
tion in the "Gazette" we have held two return matches, one
being a darts match against The Eagle, Ladbroke Grove. Well,
we lost this match once again, our opponents being just a
little too good for us. We lost the first leg. won the second,
but just got beaten in the last one; but I think all members
of London Branch will agree when I say we do not mind losing
against The Eagle because we always spend a very enjoyable
evening in the company of the publican. Mr. King—he really
puts himself out when our boys pay him a visit; also we must
say a few words of thanks to Mrs. King for the grand spread
she puts up for us. London Branch put up a pretty good
show against them, the highest scorer for us being Mr. Gunter
with a grand 120. Well done, Bert.
The second return match was the shooting against
Truman's Brewery on March 9th. This match, I am pleased
to say, we won by six points, the scores being: Capt. Williams
95, Mr. Cole 96. Mr. Elson 93, Mr. Broadbent 89, Mr. Davies 88.
Mr. Dumbrell 94. making a total of 555. Truman's scores were:
L. Elliott 79. J. Hardman 95, C. Day, 98. I. Lee 93, C. Clarke 88,
Mr. Kirkby 96, total 549; so, taking it all round, we really put
up a good show.
A letter of congratulations was sent to Maj.General W. P.
Oliver, C.B., O.B.E.. on his appointment as Colonel of the
Regiment, and we wish him luck.
We held our monthly meeting for March at our head
quarters, The Spread Eagle, London, S.W.I, on Friday, March
25th. The meeting was very well attended. I must record
the visit of our new Colonel of the Regiment, Maj.General
W. P. Oliver. C.B., O.B.E. The chairman, Mr. H. A. Elson,
welcomed the visitor. General Oliver returned the welcome
with a very interesting little speech, not only about the Regi
ment and the branches of the O.C.A., but also regarding the
recovery of the country. He finished
by saying how pleased
he was in being given the honour of the appointment of
Colonel of The Queen's Own; also by assuring us that he
would visit us as often as he possibly could because he had
been given such a very homely welcome by the members of
London Branch.
One point of interest was that our lively member Mr. W.
Roach had succeeded in bringing along and had enrolled as a
member our very old friend, namely. Johnny Gammell. Quite
a number of us remember him in India as the Boxing Cham
pion—so welcome to London Branch, Mr. Gammell.
It was proposed and carried that London Branch hold
their Dinner and Social on or about Saturday, May 14th.
Details and the final
date will he all arranged by the next
meeting, which will take place on Friday, April 29th. The
secretary was asked if he could arrange for a party of members
and wives to pay another visit to the Royal Tournament again
this year; they really have not forgotten the party of 30 that
went along last year. Well, we will have to see what can be
done. I think it will be quite possible to obtain some more
tickets.
W. A. Cole.
MAIDSTONE
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BRANCH

"Ould Ireland Day"—March 17th, 1949. What an evening!
To celebrate the 21st Anniversary of the formation of the
Branch a Dinner was held at the Mitre Hotel. Maidstone.
A party of about 60, including members' wives, were present.
Mr. H. Carman (Branch chairman) was in the chair, sup
ported by Maj.General W. P. Oliver. C.B., O.B.E.. Colonel of
the Regiment, and Col. W. V. Palmer, chairman of the Past
and Present Association.
The proceedings commenced with the reciting of the
Exhortation by Mr. C. T. Stringer. After the tables had been
cleared, all sat back to listen to those who were deputed to
speak.
The first
was the Colonel of the Regiment, who, in the
course of his speech, stated how pleased he was to be present
at this function, the first
since his appointment. He was
followed by Mr. C. T. Stringer, the founder of the Branch, who
gave an interesting account of the activities since formation.
The chairman of the Association (Col. W. V. Palmer) fol
lowed, his main theme being "getting new members."
All speeches were punctuated with interesting remarks of
experiences during service with the Regiment.
R.S.M. A. Hayley followed and informed the company that
he was born in the Regiment and had been with it ever since.
He expressed his and serving members' thanks for the Branch's
aid in keeping the Regiment before the public of Maidstone.
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Mr. P. W. Walker was called upon to give the toast of
"The Ladies." This he did in his best jovial manner. Mrs.
Hayley responded.
It was noted that every man present was a war veteran
(Egyptian Campaign. 188485; N.W. Frontier, 1897; South
Africa; 191418, 193945 Wars).
I bet Ernie Seal and Charlie Stringer never realised in
1928 that such a night would be held.
Thanks are duo to Bill Hastie and his committee for the
very pleasant evening. It is regretted that the photographer
failed to turn up, as pictures of the party would have been
welcome.
The following is a list of members and guests who attended
the 21st Anniversary Dinner:—Maj.General W. P. Oliver, C.B.,
O.B.E., Colonel of the Regiment; Col. W. V. Palmer (chairman,
Past and Present Association). Lt.Col. A. A. Eason (hon. secre
tary and treasurer. Past and Present Association), Col. A.
Howe, Major and Mrs. C. H. Keenlyside, Pensioner Jock Robert
son (from the Royal Hospital, Chelsea), Maj. and Mrs. R.
Benbow, Mr. H. Carman, Mr. Charlie Stringer, Mr. T. Butcher.
Mr. Tom Vidler and guest. Mr. and Mrs. Hastie, Mr. and Mrs.
Tom Dixon, Mr. N. Dumbrell. Mr. E. Seal. R.S.M. and Mrs.
Hayley ("Tim"), Mr. Sam Ludford and guest. O.R.Q.M.S. Alfie
Waterman. Mr. Hookey Walker (a bit of a crib player?), Mr.
A. Fowler. Mrs. Fowler, Mrs H. Fellows. Mr. Joe Matthews and
guest, Mrs. Matthews, Mr. and Mrs. F. Farrington, Mr. and
Mrs. F. Hills, Mr. T. Taylor and guest. Mr. Harry Gould, Mr.
and Mrs. H. W. Maxlow, Mr. Bill Bailey, Mr. T. McCarthy.
Mr. A. Fry, Mr. and Mrs. Jack Teer. Mr. J. D. Parks, Mr. Tom
Grice, Mr. E. Sergison, Mr. Jim Goddard, Mr. W. Wainscott.
I was very interested in Jimmie Keeble's letter, as I
played football with many of those he mentions.
It is with regret that news has been received of the death
of two old members of the Regiment—R. W. Newell and W.
Hockley.
Bill Newell was a corporal in the 2nd Bn. Drums and
served in North China, Singapore, and India.
"Tim" Hockley was, I believe, the last of the old 3rd Bn., in
which he held the rank of sergeant.
" Gnat."
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CHATHAM BRANCH

The monthly meeting, held on March 7th, at the Drill Hall,
resulted in a very fair attendance in spite of the flu' epidemic.
Apologies were received from Maj. Brothers. Maj. Smith and
Mr. Wilkins (the Chairman).
In the absence of the Chairman the meeting was conducted
by the ViceChairman. Alf Tapp. Minutes of previous meeting
and Treasurer's Report were read and confirmed. J. Wright
reported on the social evening, held 26th February, which
proved very successful and thanks are due to all who
contributed.
For the Branch Outing to Ramsgate on June 26th. Secre
tary reported ail seats full, but a waiting list was in being.
Fare, 8/ ; departure. Drill Hall, 9 a.m. Meeting closed 8.25 p.m.
The Chairman, Mr. Wilkins. ooened the meeting on April
4th with a solemn note. A silent tribute was accorded two of
our members who had passed over during March—Mr. H. J.
Lismore. aged 82. on March 13th and Mr. Fred Addiscott on
March 25th. Apology for absence was received from Alf Tapp,
who had fallen and injured two ribs.
J. Wright reported on General Committee Meeting.
Reunion at Maidstone on July 24th ; lunch 3/ (numbers
limited) ; buffet tea.
To the newlyformed Penge Branch—Chatham wishes
good luck and to members living in Dartford we say : " Get
together and try again."
The idea of a Social Reunion at Maidstone in October was
well received and should merit the full support of our
members.
Joe Wright appealed to members not to neglect the meet
ings in the summer months. Meeting closed at 9 p.m.
Next Meeting; 2nd May.
G. H. Anchors,
Branch Correspondent.
DEPTFORD AND DISTRICT BRANCH

The monthly meeting on the 23rd April was well attended.
Arrangements for a coach to Maidstone, on the 24th July next
for the Annual Reunion, are complete, when the Branch's
Banner will be dedicated and another milestone in the history
of the Branch will be reached.
We have appointed an Entertainments Committee, with
Mr. A. H. Fifield as Secretary, to take over the social activities
of the Branch.
The ladies are holding a whist drive on the 16th for funds
for their activities; may good luck go with them.
One of our older members, Bill Thompson, was due to
enter the Pensioners' Home at. Chelsea, but on arriving there
was, unfortunately, found to be too ill to be admitted, and was
sent to St. Stephen's Hospital, Fulham. When last we heard
he was making good progress; carry on the good work. Bill,
and may you soon get into your red coat.
Unfortunately I was unable to make the journey to Chat
ham. so cannot give any report of the visit myself; no doubt
Chatham will give a full report in their contribution to the
" Gazette."
Sorry, that's all for now; good luck to all P. and P.
" Med."
6th BATTALION

Old Comrades' Association. 6th Bn.. Queen's Own Royal
West Kent Regiment. Social and Dance at the " Victory Club,"
Hand Court, Holborn, W.C.I, May 14th, at 6.30 p.m. Tickets
6/ single and 10/ double. Further information may be
obtained from :
19141918 member—C. Sayers,
59. Grasmere Gardens,
Orpington, Kent.
19391945 member—E. Davies,
15, Widmore Road,
Bromley, Kent.
4
The haughty mistress walked unexpectedly into the kitchen
and caught Nora, the cook, feeding the policeman on the beat.
" Is that what I pay you for ? " snapped the mistress.
" No ma'am." replied Nora sweetly. " I do this for nothing."
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6th Battalion—Mr. C. Sayers, 59, Grasmere Gardens, Orping
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Deptford and District Branch—Mr. J. W. Reed, 55, Berthon
Street, Deptford, London, S.E.8.

7th Battalion—

Cravesond—Mr. W. T. Nichols, 61, King's Drive, Gravesend,
Kent.

8th Battalion—Mr. A. E. Scrase, 23, Morton Gardens, Wralllng
ton, Surrey.

London—Mr. W. A. Cole, 29, Moray Road, Flnsbury Park,
London, N.4.

10th Battalion—Mr. Stanford, 10, Bramble Close, Maidstone,
Kent.

Maidstone— Mr. H. Carman, "Quetta", BoughtonMonchelsea,
Kent.

11th Battalion—Mr. L. W. Dawson, 6, Bramley Way, West
Wickham, Kent.

Shorncliffe—Mr. E. W. N. Elvy, 235, Cherlton High Street,
Cherlton, Folkestone.
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London Regt., O.C.A.—Mr. J.
Nutley, Sussex.
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Mr. M. R. Audsley, 64. Spur Road, Orpington, Kent.

Home Guard Battalions Affiliated:
26th County of London Battalion Home Guard, Old Com
rades' Association, 19, Conberra Rd., Bexley Heath, Kent.
Penshurst & District Home Guard, Old Comrades' Associa
tion, Bassetts, Chlddlngstone Causeway, Nr. Tonbridge.
Collier Street Home Guard, Old Comrades' Association,
Collier Street, Nr. Marden, Kent.
Rochester Branch Home Guard, Old Comrades' Association,
85, St. Margaret's Street, Rochester, Kent.

Sevenoaks Home Guard, Old Comrades' Association, The
Red House, Sevenoaks, Kent.
"C" Company, 14th Battalion Kent Home Guard, Old Com
rades' Association, 22, St. Werburgh Crescent, Hoo,
Nr. Rochester, Kent.
22nd London Battalion Home Guard, Old Comrades' Asso
ciation, Building A 86, Royal Arsenal, Woolwich,
London, S.E. 18.

Membership is open to all who are serving or who have served in The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment. Subscriptions
are: Life Membership: Officers £2/10/0; Othsr Ranks 10/-; or an Annual Subscription of: Officers 5/-; Other Ranks 1/-.
The object of this Association is to foster esprit de oorps, to help members keep in touch with on* another, and to assist
those in distress. The Association is affiliated to the British Legion.
Past and Present Association Badges are available at a cost of 2/- to Lift Members.
All communication should be addressed to the Hon. Secretary, Past and Present Association, The Qussn'a Own Royal West
Kent Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone, Kent.
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THEY ALL YIELD T©
We detail above some very familiar everyday
ills. They have many and varied symptoms,
but one thing they have in common—they
all yield to 'ASPRO'. The safe, swift action
of 'ASPRO' against a whole host of these
and similar troubles never ceases to astonish
people. " How is it," they ask, " that
one single medicine is able to do all
this—to dispel colds so quickly, to reduce
temperature, to bring blessed relief to people
suffering from pain, to bring sweet sleep
to the sleepless ? " The explanation is
simple enough—'ASPRO* works in sympathy
with the body, not against it. After all, it is
Nature which does the healing and 'ASPRO', by acting as an anti
pyretic or feverreducer, as an analgesic or painreljever, as a
sedative or sleepproducer, is able to give Nature the " breathing
space " it needs.

LET JGO' DEAL. MS/TJh?

SPP/MGTfME /LLS and Cfif/LLS.'
Cold Broken Up Overnight N.A.A.F.I.From
CANTEENS

MRS. A. P. HICKMAN writes : " One of my
airmen billeted here had a very nasty cold & Chemists Everywhere
coming on him last week ; immediately'ASPRO Made by ASPRO LIMITED,
and hot lemon essence and so to bed. Heigh
Slough,
presto, the cold had a good breaking up by
Bucks
next morning."
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"Quo Fas et Gloria Ducunt."
BATTLE HONOURS BORNE ON THE REGIMENTAL COLOUR :
The Sphinx, superscribed "Egypt."
"Vlmiera," "Corunna." "Almaraz," "Vlttoria," "Pyrenees." "Nive."
"Orthes,"
"Peninsula,"
"Punniar,"
"Moodkee."
"Perozeshah,
Aliwal,
"Sobraon," "Alma," "Inkerman," "Sevastopol," "Lucknow," "New Zealand," "Egypt 1882"
"Nile, 188485," "South Africa, 190002," Afghanistan, 1919."

"Mons,"

"Ypres.

1914,

*15,

BATTLE HONOURS BORNE ON THE KING'S COLOUR :
'17, '18.' "Hill 60," "Somme, 1916, '18." "Vimy, 1917," "Italy, 1917, '18," "Gallipoll, 1915."
" Gaza," " Defence of Kut A1 Almara," "Sharqat."

THE GREAT WAR BATTLE HONOURS—18 BATTALIONS :
"Mons." "Le Gateau." "Retreat from Mons." "Marne. 1914." "Aisne, 1914," "La Bassee, 1914," Messines, 1914, '17,"
'Ypres, 1914. '15 '17, 18," "Hill 60," "Gravenstavel." "St. Julien,"
"Frezenberg,"
"Loos,"
"Somme, ' 1916, ' *18,"
"Albert, 1916, '18." "Bazentin," "Delville Wood," "Pozieres," "Guillemont."
"FlersCourcelette,"
"Morval,"
"Thlepval"
"Le Transloy," "Ancre Heights," "Ancre, 1916, '18," Arras,"1917,
'18,"
"Vimy,
1917,"
"Scarpe,
1917."
"Oppy!"
"Pilckem," "Langemarck. 1917," "Menin Road." "Polygon Wood," "Broodseinde," "Passchendaele," "Cambral, 1917, '18"
"St. Quentin," "Rosieres," "Avre," Villers Bretonneux," "Lys," "Hazebrouck." "Kemmel," "Amiens," "Bapaume, 1918,"
"Hindenburg
Line."
"Epehy,"
"Canal
du
Nord," "St.
Quentin
Canal."
"Courtral,"
"Selle,"
"Sambre."
"France and Flanders, 191418." "Italy, 1917, '18." "Suvla," "Landing at Suvla." "Scimitar Hill," "Gallipoll, 1915."
"Rumani,"
"Egypt,
191516,"
"Gaza,"
"El Mughar," "Jerusalem." "Jericho." 'Tell 'Asur," "Palestine, 1917, '18"
"Defence of Kut A1 Amara," "Sharqat," "Mesopotamia, 191518."

"Editorial
A short summary of the history of the Canterbury
Regiment of New Zealand is included in this issue. The
summary was compiled by Colonel D. E. B. Talbot,
D.S.O., M.C., from material kindly made available by Major
General Sir Howard K. Kippenberger, K.B.E., C.B., D.S.O., the
Colonel of the Regiment, Lieut.Colonel W. Ross Lascelies,
who commanded the 1st Battalion of the Canterbury Regi
ment from 1941 to 1948 and StallSergeant G. Saunders.

All Officers are reminded that the Annual "At
Home" and Regimental Dinner takes places at the
May Fair Hotel on Friday, 10th June.
Invitations have already been despatched to
Members.
Any officer who has not received an invitation
and would like to attend should apply to the
Honorary Secretary, Regimental Headquarters, The
Barracks, Maidstone.
Many of our old members will be interested to hear
that No. 4403, P. Berryman, has been admitted to the
Royal Hospital, Chelsea, as an InPensioner.
We heartily congratulate the 1st Battalion on the mag
nificent effort they put up in beating the 1st Battalion The
Welsh Guards in the quarter finals of the Army Team Box
ing Championships.
We all wish them the best of luck in the semifinals
which we understand is taking place against the 1st Battalion
The Parachute Regiment, B.A.O.R., in Shorncliffe.

STOP PRESS
As we go to press we hear that the 1st Battalion de
feated the 1st Bn. The Parachute Regiment in the semi
finals of the Army Team Boxing Championships at
Shorncliffe on the 10th May. We hope that this success
will be fully reported in the next issue of the Queen's Own
Gazette. In the meantime we wish the 1st Battalion the
very best of luck in the finals.
We understand that the finals are being held in the
Garrison Gymnasium, Aldershot, on Tuesday, the 17th
May, against the 64th Training Regiment Royal Artillery,
who are in the Western Command.

DATES TO NOTE
10th JUNE—
Regimental Dinner and " At Home " at the May Fair
Hotel.
20th—25th JULY—
Regimental Tent: Maidstone Cricket Week.
24th JULY—
Reunion: Maidstone.
28th MAY—
Regimental Cricket: v. Mote C.C.
1st JUNE—
Regimental Cricket: v. The Queen's, at Guildford.
27th—28th JULY—..
Regimental Cricket: v. The Buffs, on Depot Ground.
29th—30th JULY—
Regimental Cricket: v. Band of Brothers, on Depot
Ground.
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THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT
11TH ANNUAL REUNION
MEMORIAL SERVICE PARADE—24tli JULY, 1949
11.30 a.m. Parade—
The " Fall in " will be sounded. All ranks will form up
in Close Column of Battalions in line facing South.
Officers will parade with their respective Units. The
Senior Officer will take command
Right markers and Unit Notice Boards will be in
position in the following order: —
Branch and Battalion Standard Bearers:
Depot
1st Battalion
2nd Battalion
4th Battalion
5th Battalion
6th Battalion
7th Battalion
8th Battalion
9th Battalion
10th Battalion
11th Battalion
12th Battalion
20th London
Home Guard
Members who have served in more than one will
decide with which unit they will parade.
The Officer Commanding Regimental Depot will com
mand the Parade
The Colonel of the Regiment, MajorGeneral W. P.
Oliver, C.B., O.B.E., will inspect the Parade, commencing at
11.30 a.m.

11.55 a.m. March Off—
The Parade, headed by the Band and Drums, will move
in column of route, order of march as above, to Brenchley
Gardens. Route: Sandling Road, Station Road.
On arrival at Brenchley Gardens, the Parade will be
led by guides to form three sides of a square, facing the
Regimental Cenotaph. Units will halt and turn inwards in
" threes " and stand at ease.
His Worship The Mayor of Maidstone and Members
of the Corporation are attending.
The Officer Commanding Regimental Depot will call
the Parade to " Attention."
The " Last Post " will be
sounded, a two minutes silence observed followed by
' Reveille." Wreaths will then be laid on the Regimental
Cenotaph.

12.20 p.m. March to Church
Route: Faith Street, Week Street, High Street, Mill
Street.
On arrival at the Church, Standard Bearers, Depot, 2nd
Bn., 5th Bn., 7th Bn., 11th Bn. and Home Guard will enter
the Church by the north entrance and will be conducted to
their seats on.that side of the Church.
The remaining units will enter the Church .by the south
entrance and will occupy seats on that side of the Church.
Branch Standard Bearers will form up in pairs behind
the Font, leaving room for the Mayor's procession to pass
and will move up to the Altar when the Vicar will receive
the Standards and place them near the Altar,

Standards will be returned to the Bearers on completion
of the Service.
Front seats will be reserved for His Worship the Mayor
of Maidstone and party, for ladies and Officers in uniform.
The Service will commence at 12.30 p.m.
The form of Service will be issued to all members in
the Church.
The dedication of the new Standard of the Deptford
and District Branch will take place during the course
of the Service.

12.50 p.m. Parade Outside Church in
Mill Street
After the Service, members are ieqnested to leave the
Church, commencing from the front pew, and return to Mill
Street by the same route that they entered.
The Band and Markers will be in position in Mill
Street, and units will form up in column of " Threes " in
the reverse order facing High Street.
Route: High Street. Pudding Lane, Museum Street,
Sandling Road.

March Past—
On arrival in Barracks, the Colonel of the Regiment
will take the Salute on the Barracks' Square.
The Officer Commanding each Bn. will give the com
mand " Eyes Right" and he alone will salute or remove
headdress.
Units will march past and be dismissed independently
by the Officers Commanding.
Ladies wishing to attend the Service in All Saints'
Church should proceed independently in time to be seated
by 12.25 p.m.

Meals—
A Buffet Lunch will be provided at a cost of 3/ per
head. Members are requested to notify their requirements
to their Local Branch Representatives. Tickets may also
be obtained on application to Hon. Secretary, Regimental
Headquarters, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regi
ment, The Barracks, Maidstone. Cash should accompany
the order. No applications for tickets will be considered
after the 15th July, 1949.
Tea.—A Buffet Tea will be available.

Music—
The Band will play during the afternoon.

Amusements—
During the course of the afternoon various sideshows,
including Punch and Judy, Miniature Range, etc., will be
available to keep both old and young amused.
Finally the Band and Drums will beat " Retreat."
C. H. KEENLYSIDE, Major,
Commanding Depot.
The Queen's Own R, W. K. Regt.
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Social and Personal
We are pleased to record visits from the following: —
Lt.Col. C. A. de B. Brounlie, M.C.
Capt. I. H. Roper, M.C.
" Hop " Levett (whom we hope will be playing for the
Regiment this year).
Col. B. L. Clay, O.B.E., who has been appointed Inspector
of Records and 2nd Echelons. His address is The War
Office, Room 716, Lansdowne House, Berkeley Square,
London, S.W.I.
Capt. W. W. Stitt, who is now convalescent and hopes to
resume work again shortly.
R.S.M. S. Stephens, who has lately assumed the appoint
ment of R.S.M. to the Regular Bn.
«

*

*

*

#

Wc hear that Maj. T. T. W. Stanyon has been appointed
Garrision Adjutant, Gibraltar:
Maj. E. C. Spun is now A.A.G., 2nd Echelon, G.H.Q..
M.E.L.F.;
Capt. V. Dover has been appointed Instructor to the
School of Administration, Beaconsfield, Bucks.
S

*

*

X

*

Lt.Col. H. D. Chaplin writes:
" I am in hospital, having received a 1 Blighty one.' I was
ambushed on 18th March, whilst driving our U.N.O. Jeep, with
an American Observer and a Dutch Officer as escort. There
were no other vehicles with us.
" I was wounded twice—in the back and the foot. I am
recovering and might be out of hospital in a week or ten
days and expect to be posted to the U.K. soon."
Maj. H. Brock writes from Rangoon :
" I don't know what sort of impression people at home
have of the situation out here: it probably sounds a good
deal more alarming than it is. Of course, for the Union ol
Burma the situation is extremely serious and full of com
plicated problems. The Mission itself is not involved, and
has received great consideration all round. Our daily work
goes on much as before. There was a good deal of anxiety when
things blew up recently in North Burma, but members of
the Mission and their families came to no harm. Those accom
panied by their families have, naturally, had their normal life
upset a good" deal by the measures taken for their security,
but the single and grass widowers, like myself, can scarcely
claim to have been inconvenienced. For obvious reasons, it
would be improper for me to comment any further. We are
doing all right and look forward hopefully for some sort of
settlement before very long. In the last day or two there
were reports of a settlement at any rate in the Rangoon
Jusein Area, but they proved premature. There is still hope
that something may come of it after all."
Maj. Brock is serving with the British Military Mission in .
Burma and his address is c/o G.P.O., Rangoon.
We congratulate A.C. Phillips on reaching the finals of
the Amateur Squash Racquets Championships and on putting
up such a fine performance against Mahmoud el Karim.
We are grateful to " The Times " for the following article :
" The Egyptian, Mahmoud el Karim, retained the Open
Championship yesterday at the Lansdowne Club, when he
beat the amateur, B. C. Phillips, by 9—4, 9—2, 9—10, 9—4.
" It was not generally thought that Phillips could win a
game against the man who had beaten N. F. Barrett, the
amateur champion so easily as he did. and therefore Phillips's
performance must rank as the best of his career.
" When two games down. Phillips reached 8—6, and then
9—8 in the set to two. In all he was six times within a point
of the game before getting home. Then he was clearly tired,
and although a great effort in the fourth game brought him
to 4—5, he could do not more. Karim is clearly the master as
the game is played today."
*

*

»

*

*

Maj. Peter J. R. Harris writes :
" I am sorry that I have not been down to visit you since
I was ' demobbed ' last July, but I have been down in Bristol,
undergoing a refresher in the Dairy Trade, with my firm. I am
now returning to Croydon and hope that I shall be able to
come and see you one day. or anyhow, see you at the Dinner."
Lt.Col. Fawcett in a letter from H.B.M. Embassy,
Nanking, stated that he hoped to catch the " Dunera " home
from Hong Kong on 16th April.
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He informs us that Geoffrey Cook (late pf the Regt. and
now R.A.S.C.) is out there learning the language, and will
probably be taking over the appointment of the junior A.M.A.
Bailey is still stuck in Hong Kong, as he can't get to Peking at
the moment.
In a letter from Lt.Col. C. E. P. Craven, from Nairobi, he
gives information to the effect that the following are serving
in various capacities in Kenya :
Lt. Charles, Staff learner in Nairobi SubArea.
C.S.M. Fullwood, Sgt. Kill, C.S.M. Lathwell, C.S.M. Martell,
on Staff of Nairobi Leave Camp.
C.S.M. Barrett with 2nd Echelon out there.
\y

Promotions and Appointments
EXTRACTS FROM THE

LONDON GAZETTE

REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS
Lt. C. T. R. Gordon (247162). from Emerg. Commn., to be
Lt., 1st January, 1949. and is granted the hon. rank of Capt.
2/Lt. D. C. Munn (385958), from Emerg. Commn., to be
2/Lt., 1st January, 1949.
Capt. E. G. Elliott (7475), having attained the age limit
for liability to recall, relinquishes his commn., 14th April, 1949,
and is granted the hon. rank of Maj.
Maj. (Hon. Lt.Col.) I. R. Lovell (13074), having exceeded
the age limit for liability to recall, ceases to belong to the Res.
of Offrs., 22nd April, 1949.
Lt. B. E. Hewitt (169735), having attained the age limit of
liability to recall relinquishes his commn., 3rd April, 1949,
retaining the rank of Lt.
Hon. Capt. L. B. Epsom (299149) (late Lt. R.W.K. Emerg.
Commn.) to be Lt., 1st January. 1949. retaining the hon. rank
of Capt.
Lt. J. Brock (372491), from Emerg. Commn., to be Lt.. 1st
January, 1949.
EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS
Lt. E. D. H. Hall (343566) relinquishes his commn., 3rd
April, 1949. on appt. to a Short Serv. Commn. in R.A.F.
21064489 Cadet Richard Bevan Williams (397517), to be
2/Lt., 5th February, 1949.
TERRITORIAL ARMY
Lt. (War Sub. Capt.) J. R. Holland (85983). to be Capt..
26th January. 1949, with seniority 28th Mav, 1944, and is
seconded under para. 134 T.A. Regs., 1936.
The following Officers are awarded the 1st Clasp to the
Efficiency Medal (Territorial) : —
Lt. (Hon. Capt.) B. D. Gerrish (222572).
Lt. (Hon. Capt.) E. W. Sutcliffe (197264).
The folowing Officers are awarded the Efficiencv Medal
(Territorial) : —
Lt. (Hon. Capt.) B. D. Gerrish (222572).
Lt. (Hon. Capt.) E. W. Sutcliffe (197264).

BALANCES DUE TO ESTATES OF
DECEASED OFFICERS & SOLDIERS
/Reprinted from " The London Gazette," No. 38577,
dated 1st April, 1949)
In pursuance of " The Regimental Debts Act, 1893," notice
is hereby given that there is available for distribution amongst
the NextofKin or others entitled the sum of money set
opposite to the name of each of the deceased Officers and
Soldiers named in the lists which are published with this
notice in the London Gazette.
Appliations from persons supposing themselves entitled as
NextofKin should be addressed by letter to " The Under
Secretary of State, War Office, Whitehall, London, S.W.I," and
marked outside " Effects."
War Office,
G. W. Turner.
31st March, 1949.
Effects 1942
£ s. d.
O'Sullivan, P. T., Pte., Royal West Kent Regiment 35 2 4
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
3, Bodenham Road,
Folkestone.
11th April, 1949.
Dear Sir.
I have been requested, bv Mrs. Robinson, widow of the late
Brig.Gen. P. M. Robinson, C.B., C.M.G., D.L., to convey to all
concerned, her thanks for the lovely wreath sent to her
husband by the Association, and the honour paid to her
husband by the presence of so many of his brother officers at
the funeral service on 4th April.
I feel a letter published in " The Queen's Own Gazette "
is the best way ol complying with Mrs. Robinson's request.
Yours faithfully,
W. V. Palmer, Colonel.
5, Elderslie Road.
Eltham, S.E.9
2nd April, 1949.
Dear Sir,
After many months of silence I feel that as we are getting
nearer to our annual reunion, 24th July, a word may act as a
stimulant to the many who absent themselves year after year.
They know not what they miss.
How the eyes light up with pleasure when an old comrade
greets, with a smile and a grip of the hand; relighting old
battles, yarns swapped of the past and of the present, and
what the future holds for them.
There is also pleasure to see the shoulders squared, the
backs straight, the proud carriage of the heads of the P. and P.
of " The Queen's Own " (the undefeated), medals glinting in
the sun.
The Band strikes up and the march proceeds through the
streets of Maidstone to the Cenotaph, where homage is paid
to those who gave us victory in the two world wars by their
supreme sacrifice.
On trek again to the old 14th century church, where the
old Colours rest and the memorial to those who fought in
South Africa; a few straight words from the Padre.
They are some of the things they miss.
May I urge those who have been backward in the past,
co come forward at this year's reunion, to make it a record
parade.
Now, comrades, roll up for the glorious July 24th and
make it a parade worth remembering as the biggest and best
of the Past and Present of a glorious Regiment.
Need I say more than thank you !
Yours faithfully,
Geo. J. Carter, 4065.

WELbeck 0687, 0688.
ROYal 2195

The Wallace Collection,
Manchester Square, W.l.
The Armouries,
H.M. Tower of London,
E.C.3.
March, 1949.

Dear Sir,
Vacancies for exSoldiers as AttendantWarders
or AttendantCleaners.
A number of vacancies at present exist for Attendant
Warders at the Wallace Collection, and AttendantCleaners at
the Tower of London'. Broadly speaking the work consists of
patrolling and watching the galleries during the hours when
they are open to the public, and in the case of the Wallace
Collection, the AttendantWarders also undertake the super
vision of the building during the hours when it is closed. In
addition the work involves a small amount of cleaning ol
galleries, and at the Tower of the armour on exhibition. A
fortyeight hour week is worked in each place. The hours at
the Wallace Collection being organized in three eighthour
shifts each day (one month of night shifts in three), and at
the Tower of London the daily hours are from 9.15 a.m. to
5 p.m. or 6 p.m. in the summer (when overtime is paid for
the extra hour). The Tower of London is closed on Sundays;
the Wallace Collection is open, but where Sunday duty is
undertaken days off are give instead.
The starting pay is £4/15/0 per week, rising by yearly

increments of 2/6 to a maximum of £5/5/0 in the second class
AttendantWarder or AttendantCleaner grades.
There are
opportunities for promotion to other grades with increased pay,
and possibilities of establishment with a pension. Uniform is
supplied, and the scale of leave begins at twelve days (a fort
night) a year, rising (in the case of the Wallace Collection) to
eighteen days per annum after five years' service. In addition
there are a number of privilege holidays such as Easter,
Whitsun, King's Birthday, etc., amounting in some instances
to as much as ten days per annum.
The work is one for which exsoldiers are particularly
qualified, and as far as possible it is our wish to continue in
the future to employ exservicemen only, as we have done in
the past. If you could bring these vacancies to the attention
of any suitable applicants leaving your regiment, I should be
grateful. I need not, perhaps, add that the posts all require
the highest standards of honesty and integrity. A small pro
portion of men suffering from minor disablements are accept®
able, taut
at present the quota of these is over full. The
occasional necessity for moving heavy exhibits makes it
impossible to employ men suffering from major disablements.
Further particulars may be obtained in the case of the
Wallace Collection, from the Assistant to the Director, and in
the case of the Tower of London, from the Assistant to the
Master of the Armouries, who will be pleased to discuss any
questions concerning the terms of appointment or duty ot
exservicement either by appointment and interview, or by
letter.
Yours faithfully,
(Signed) F. J. B. Watson,
Assistant to the Director.
(Signed) A. N. Kennard,
Assistant to the
Master of the Armouries.

Eta if College.
Camberley.

Dear Eidtor,
I wonder whether you will have space for another historical
reference to the Regiment. This time it is the 50th. After
printing Dennis Talbot's most interesting letter on the 97th,
I feel you must demonstrate your impartiality as Editor ! The
book from which the extract is taken is " The British Soldier,"
by Stocqueler.
Yours sincerely,
Jacko Jackson.
DEFENCE OF THE COLOURS

(" The British Soldier," by Stocqueler : Page 77)
An instance of the attachment shown by our troops to
the standards occurred after the battle of Corunna. It was
night. The regimental colour of the Fiftieth (General
Napier's own regiment) was missing; a cry arose that it
had been lost. The soldiers were furious; Sir Henry Fane,
with a loud and angry voice called out : " No, no ! the
Fiftieth cannot have lost their colours ! " They were not
lost. " Two gallant Ensigns—Stewart a Scotchman, and
Moore an Irishman, had been slain, as they bore the
banners charging through the village of El Vina: two
coloursergeants, whose names 1 cannot recollect, seizing
the prostrate colours, bravely continued the charge, carry
ing them through the battle. When the fight was done,
an officer received one of these standards from the sergeant.
It was now dark, and he allowed his alarm for the safety
of the colours to overpower his better judgment; he forgot
both their use and their honour, and had gone to the
rear, intending to embark with them, though the regiment
was still in its position. The stray colour was found,
and the soldiers were pacified; but this officer never could
remove the feeling which his wellmeaning taut illjudged
caution had produced against him. The anecdote shows
the sentiments entertained by British troops for their
colours; sentiments pervading all ranks from the general
to the drummer. Sir Fane's words, thus loudly expressed,
rendered him a favourite with the Fiftieth Regiment ever
after. When colours are worn out they ought not to be
thrown away. I understand that the Fiftieth, having been
lately made a royal regiment, received a blue standard,
and the silk of the old colours was burned with much
ceremony. The wood of the spear was made into a snuff
box; and its lid encloses the ashes of that black banner,
which had so often waved amidst the white curling smoke
of battle. On the box are engraved the names of those
who fell bearing the colours in combat."
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THE CANTERBURY REGIMENTNEW ZEALAND
EARLY HISTORY
The history ol the Canterbury
Regiment goes back to 27th February,
1866, on which date the " Christ
church City Guards" (though first
formed in 1864) were accepted for
service under the Volunteer Act of
1865. Up to 1886 no volunteer bat
talion organization existed in New
Zealand and the various small inde
pendent Volunteer units in the
Canterbury area were grouped under
a Lieutenant Colonel in charge of the
Canterbury Volunteer District.
In
1886. the area was split into the
North and South Canterbury Volun
teer Districts and the infantry in each
District was organized for the first
time into Bns. as the First and South
Canterbury Rilies respectively. These
units were redesignated the North Canterbury Bn. and the
South Canterbury Bn. in 1897.
In the reorganization resulting from the passing of the
Defence Act inaugurating the Territorial Force in 1910, the
North Canterbury Bn. became the 1st (Canterbury) Regiment,
with headquarters at Christchurch, and the South Canterbury
Bn. became the 2nd (South Canterbury) Regiment, with head
quarters at Timaru. At the same time, a portion of the Canter
bury recruiting area was transferred to the newly raised 13tn
(North Canterbury and Westland) Regiment. Christchurch,
now the third largest city in New Zealand and one of the
earliest English settlements in the South Island, is situated
on the famous Canterbury Plain, known the world over for
its production of " Canteriiury Lamb."
The " Christchurch City Guards " were the only New
Zealand infantry to have a continuous existence throughout
this period from its formation until, after several changes in
designation, this unit eventually emerged as " A" Company
of the 1st (Canterbury) Regiment in 1910. Similarly the
second oldest New Zealand Infantry Corps in existence, the
" Temuka Rifles," which was formed in 1868, eventually became
the 2nd (South Canterbury) Regiment. It was by virtue of
this continuity that the Canterbury Regiment, formed from
the amalgamated 1st and 2nd Regiments in 1921, is now the
senior Regiment in the Royal New Zealand Infantry.
Prior to the Great War, the Regiment was only twice
called upon to supply men for active service.
SERVICE IN NEW ZEALAND

The first time was on the occasion of what was popularly
known as the " Siege of Parihaka," in the North Island of New
Zealand, in 1883. Two Maori " prophets " Te Whiti and Tohu.
had been creating disturbances and inciting the Maoris to
commit extensive damage to Pakeha (the Maori word for
European) lands, telling them the time was near when all
Europeans would be driven back into the sea. It was thought
inadvisable to use at Parihaka Volunteers drawn from the
immediate neighbourhood, because many of them had suffered
at the hands of the natives and were exasperated with them,
and also because these corps would be required for the defence
of their own townships if fighting
broke out. The Canterbury
Volunteer units each provided detachments varying from 16
to 23 men to the Parihaka force. As a result of demonstrations
by the Volunteers, the Constabulary effected a peaceful arrest
of the " prophets," and no actual fighting
took place.
BOER WAR

The second occasion was that of the Boer War of 18991902,
when, although the Canterbury Bns. supplied many men for
service in South Africa, the New Zealand " Contingents " were
all specially raised and none of the Volunteer corps actually
served as units. The North and South Canterbury Bns., how
ever, in acknowledgment of the large numbers ol' their members
who volunteered and were accepted for active service, were
granted the Honour, " South Africa, 190002." for emblazoning
on their Colours.
THE GREAT WAR

The 1st Bn. of the Canterbury Regiment took part in the
Gallipoli Campaign, including the landing at Anzac", and after
the evacuation proceeded to France together with the 2nd
Bn.. where they were joined by a third Bn. All three Bns. were

composed mainly of personnel from both the 1st (Canterbury)
and the 2nd (South Canterbury) Regiments, the numbers
being made up by drafts from the 12th (Nelson) and the 13th
(North Canterbury and Westland) Regiments.
In France and Flanders the Regiment took part in most
of the fighting
during 191618, and in particular, in the main
battles of the Somme. 1916 (FlersCourcelette, Morval and Le
Transloy); Messines, 1917; Ypres. 1917 (Gravenstafel. Brood
seinde. Passchendaele and Polygon Wood); Somme. 1918 (Ancre
and Albert); Bapaume; Canal du Nord; Cambrai; Hindenberg
Line; Selle; and finally
the Sambre. These names will be
familiar to many of the older members of " The Queen's Own,"
and of course, they are all included in the latters' Battle
Honours.
The total casualties of the Regiment during the Great War
were 8.206. of whom 89 offiecrs and 2.264 other ranks were
killed or died, and 220 officers and 5.633 other ranks were
wounded. Some indication of the gallantry displayed by .the
Regiment can be gained from the following decorations that
were awarded : —
1 V.C., 1 G.B., 4 C.M.G.s, 9 D.S.O.s, 54 M.C.s, 38 D.C.M.s
and 247 M.M.s.
Shortly after the Great War, on 1st June, 1921, the 1st
(Canterbury) Regiment and the 2nd (South Canterbury)
Regiment amalgamated to form the present 1st Bn. of the
Canterbury Regiment.
WORLD WAR II

The policy during the last war was, unfortunately, to drop
the use of Territorial titles for all units proceeding overseas
and to use numbered titles instead. In the New Zealand
Expeditionary Force, the Canterbury Regiment was represented
by the 20th, 23rd and 26th Infantry Bns., of which the 20th
became an Armoured Regiment in August, 1942. The Regiment
will take whatever battle honours are awarded to these units,
which took part in the Greek, Crete. North African and
Italian Campaigns. At home in New Zealand, the Regiment
raised six Bns. for Home Defence, none of which saw any action
and all of which were disbanded after the war.
PRESENT POSITION

After the last war it took the New Zealand Government
a long time before they made their defence plans public, which
they did only on 14th July, 1948. The new plan included the
revival of the Territorial Force, but it was not until 21st
October that the reorganized Territorial Force was gazetted.
The Canterbury Regiment remained unchanged and now con
sists only of the 1st Bn. Since then a Colonel of the Regi
ment—Maj. General Sir Howard K. Kippenberger, K.B.E., C.B.,
D.S.O. (who was commanding the 1st Bn., The Canterbury
Regiment at the outbreak of war—and a Territorial Force
Commanding Officer—Lieutenant Colonel J. R. Williams, D.S.O.
—have been appointed. Officers for the Bn. are in the process
of being selected, but until the Government decides whether
to have voluntary enlistment or some form of National Service
for the Territorial Force, no progress can be achieved in obtain
ing N.C.O.s and men. This is the present position—March,
1949.
THE REGIMENTAL CREST AND MOTTO

The Canterbury .Regiment has retained the crest and
motto of the 1st (Canterbury) Regiment.
The crest is a white crane flanked
by fern fronds and sur
mounted by a crown. The white crane "was adopted from the
crest of a past Colonel of the Regiment, while the fern fronds
flanking it were selected as a distinctive New Zealand emblem.
The crown records the fact that the Canterbury Regiment,
alone among New Zealand infantry regiments, had the signal
honour of having had as its ColonelinChief from 1912 to
1936 His Majesty the late King George V.
The adoption of the Regimental Motto—" Ake, Ake Kia
Kaha "—is of considerable interest as it is connected with an
episode in the New Zealand War, in which, of course, the 50th
Regiment participated. The words are the closing phrase of a
speech made by the Maori Chief, Rewi, on the occasion of his
refusal to surrender when his " pah" (stockaded village) at
Orakau, in the North Island, was surrounded in 1864 byaa
British force almost ten times as numerous as his own, but
through which the Maori garrison eventually broke out and
escaped. Translated into English the phrase means " We will
fight on for ever and ever."
(Contmued at foot of 7iext page)
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REGIMENTAL GOLF MEETING, 1949
The Regimental Golf Meeting took place at Littlestone on
the 23 and 24th of April. The weather was glorious and it was
a pity that only fourteen were able to compete. It is hoped
that next year more members of the Regiment will he able to
attend this most enjoyable meeting. The first day was devoted
to Regimental competitions consisting of eighteen holes medal
play in the morning, followed by eighteen holes foursomes
against Bogey in the afternoon. All competitors found that the
strong wind made conditions far from easy and was mainly
responsible for the high scores returned. It must be added in
all fairness to nature, however, that there are in the Regt., one
or two lowly golfers whose games are quite unaffected by the
elements and who are capable of consistantly producing the
same phenomenal slices and pulls under any climatic con
ditions—yet apparently obtaining from the game the same
enjoyment as those who have few dealings with the numerous
diabolical hazards of the Littlestone course. Capt. Buckland
is to be particularly congratulated on his performance in the
medal competition. The results of the first day were as follows :
MORNING

Winner of the Challenge Cup for the best scratch score :
Col. WingfieldStratford, 88.
Winner of the Challenge Clip for medal play :
Capt. Buckland. 96—16 = 80.
Runnerup : Lt.Col. Brounlie, 95—14=81.
Other scores :
Col. WingfieldStratford
88— 5 = 83
Col. Hancock
95—12 = 83
Col. Merlott Chitty
101—15 = 86
Maj. Fyler
109—18=91
Lt.Col. Scott
96— 4 =92
Others taking part in this competition were:
Lt.Cols.
Wilberforce, Martyn, Majs. Keenlyside, Flint and Elmslie.
AFTERNOON

Winners :
Maj. Flint and Capt. Buckland, 5 down against Bogey.
Runnersup :
Col. Hancock and Lt.Col. Scott, 6 down against Bogey.
It might be of interest to report that while the foursomes
were being played in the afternoon, an unheralded, but never
theless, interesting eighteen holes Challenge Match was played
between Maj. Keenlyside and Maj. Thomas, to decide who
actually was the worst golfer in the Regiment, a point about
which there had been some speculation. Maj. Keenlyside's
qualifications as a golfer included a good set of clubs and the
fact that he was one of a number of voluntary caddies who
assisted a young Irish Baronet to break the British Isles and
possibly World record for the number of rounds of golf played
in a day—a marathon which took place at Westgate in 1930.
Maj. Thomas, on the other hand, had a slight advantage in
possessing a golf jacket and a peculiar type of ball of unknown
origin, but endowed with much greater bouncing qualities
than those supplied by the more reputable firms.
Both would
have handicaps of infinity if any progressive committee could
be found to give such a handicap so there was no disparity on
that score.
A mere handful of spectators was present to watch both
competitiors place their first
tee shots neatly on to the
practice putting green, fifteen
yards to the right of the tee.
From then on until some three and a half hours later, when
they were seen passing backwards and forwards over the
eighteenth green, the details of this match and even the route
taken must be something of a mystery.
It has been established, however, that after the shaky
start, Maj. Thomas settled down to some fairly steady play
and had a commanding lead of seven strokes at the turn. At
this point disaster overtook him. At a long hole, with a
following wind, he drove off, perhaps a little overconfidently,
and was soon bitterly discouraged to find himself ten yards
from the tee after four strokes. His fifth
took him into a
long gully, running parallel to the fairway; his sixth, seventh
and eighth failed to advance his position and his ninth, a
siftage blow, sent the hall—by now severely cut about—buzzing
like an angry bee, up the gully, but still well below the level
of the adjoining 'fairway. He finally
reached the green and
was down in 15, to Maj. Keenlyside's steady 8, which levelled
til? score. From now on it was a dingdong struggle. Both

competitiors, having run out of teepegs and there being no
sand in the boxes, a variety of tees were improvised, including
an old bird's nest at the vital eigtheenth, where Maj.
Keenlyside had one stroke in hand. Maj. Thomas's play at
this hole, however, deteriorated badly and returning 145
against 136 by his opponent, he reached the Clubhouse the
winner of the title.
Statistics reveal that during this match, eight halls were
lost, one in a very curious way. Maj. Keenlyside early in the
round struck the ball into a stream. Picking it up, he dropped
it over his shoulder in accordance with the rules, but despite
intensive search by both he and his opponent the ball was
never seen again ! Perhaps this and Maj. Thomas's special
ball may turn up at next year's meeting.
In conclusion, during the day we were very pleased to
see Maj.Gen. and Mrs. Oliver, together with Mrs. Martyn and
Mrs. Fyler. Mrs. Oliver very kindly presented the prizes to
the winners in the evening. Our gratitude must also be
extended to the Secretary for providing such excellent fare
during the meeting.
The second day of the meeting consisted of an eightaside
match against The Buffs, which was won by " The Queen's
Own," by 12 points to 4. The results in this match were as
follows : —
SINGLES

Buffs.
" Queen's Oivn."
Buffs. R.W.K.
Maj. Montgomery beat Lt.Col. Scott, 2 up
1
0
Col. Dewar lost to Col. WingfieldStratford, 6 & 5 0
1
Lt.Col. Lancaster heat Lt.Col. Martyn, 3 & 1 .. 1
0
Capt. Meyrick lost to Maj. Flint, 3 & 2
0
1
Col. Allen beat Col. Hancock, 2 up
1
0
Capt. Collins lost to Col. Clay, 1 up
0
1
Sir G. Jessel lost to Lt.Col. Wilberforce, 3 & 2 .. 0
1
Capt. Newton Moss lost to Col. Chitty, 5 & 3 . . . . 0
1
FOURSOMES

Buffs. R.W.K.
Maj. Montgomery and Col. Dewar (Buffs)
lost to
0
2
Col. WingfieldStratford & Lt.Col. Scott (R.W.K.)
4 & 3
Lt.Col. Lancaster and Capt. Meyrick (Buffs)
halved with
11
Lt.Col. Martyn and Maj. Flint (R.W.K.)
Col. Allen and Capt. Collins (Buffs)
lost to
0
2
Col. Hancock and Col. Clay (R.W.K.), 5 & 4
Sir G. Jessel and Capt. Newton Moss (Buffs)
lost to
0
2
Lt.Col. Wilberforce and Col. Chitty (R.W.K.), 2 & 1

(Concluded from previous page)
It was perhaps fortunate that the 50th Regiment, which
had been operating in that area, did not actually take part in
the Orakau battle ! Colonel A. E. Fyler, in his " History of
the Fiftieth" does just mention the episode in a footnote
which reads :
On the 31st (March. 1864) an unsuccessful attempt
was made to take Orakau by assault. It was again assaulted
on the 2nd of April, when the Maoris abandoned the
postion and escaped into the bush leaving 120 killed and
30 wounded behind them.
The badge of the 2nd (South Canterbury) Regiment was
preserved for some time after the amalgamation as those Cadet
units, affiliated to the Canterbury Regiment and drawn from
the former area of the 2nd Regiment, were permitted to con
tinue wearing it. This permission has, however, now been
cancelled and all affiliated Cadet units wear the existing
Canterbury Regimental badge.
REGIMENTAL ALLIANCES

The 1st (Canterbury) Regiment became allied with The
Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment in 1913. The 2nd
(South Canterbury) Regiment was allied to The Durham Light
Infantry. Both alliances have been continued by the amalga
mated Regiment.
As a result of the alliance with " The Queen's Own," The
Canterbury Regiment adopted " The Hundred Pipers " as their
Regimental March,
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SUBSCRIPTIONS
£ s. d.
H. G. Parker
5 0
H. H. Larking
5 o
S. B. Gurney
5 0
L. W. Dawson
5 0
A. G. Payne
5 0
H. W. Bootes
5 0
W. H. Hall
5 0
G. N. Waters
5 0
F. D. Hayes
5 0
J. O. Franks 
5 0
Maidstone Branch
2 0
K. J. Clarke
5 0
P.R.I., Depot, R.W.K. (Dec. and Jan.) ..
5 0
Chatham Branch (Jan. and Feb.)
16 0
A. E. Abrams
5 0
Capt. W. W. Stitt
9 0
W. Roy
5 0
G. J. Smith
5 0
P.R.I., 1/R.W.K. (Jan.)
3 2 6
J. E. B. Harrison, Esq
9 0
F. A. Clinch
5 0
Maj. E. Goodman
9 0
Capt. D. N. Court
9 0
Lt.Col. F. J. Dearing
9 0
Maj. A. O. N. Dodson
9 0
J. W. Bartlett
5 0
F. L. Sturrock
]
5 0
Maj. C. H. Wild
9 0
Maj. J. C. Reitchel
10 0
P.R.I., 4/R.W.K. (Jan.)
4 7
Maj. D. J. McLelland
....
9 0
Mrs. V. C. Corfe
2 6
Maj. F. J. Lander
9 0
Maj. D. H. Robins
9 0
Capt. H. D. T. Groom
9 0
E. W. Matthews
5 0
Maj. E. Mills
9 0
Capt. D. S. Scull
9 0
S. Clements
5 0
S. Knight
5 6
P. Bishop
5 0
E. Walker
5 0
H. G. Snoad
5 0
C. G. Kirby
5 0
R. H. Wilson
.*
5 0
P.R.I., 4/R.W.K. (Feb.)
4 7
Lt.Col. P. H. Macklin, O.B.E
9 0
G. H. Cockell
5 5
M. Cowan
5 0
R. P. Brent
5 0
L. W. Parry
5 0
J. Picknell
1 8
C. Stammers
5 0
S. August
5 0
P.R.I., 1/R.W.K. (Feb.)
3 2 6
R. T. Blatch
5 0
H. Wells
5 0
Capt. D. F. Hackforth
9 0
Bromley Branch (Jan., Feb. and Mar.) ..1 5 0
Chatham Branch (Mar.)
8 0
R. A. Cambridge
5 0
Mrs. J. Latham
9 0
W. G. Wiffen
5 0
Capt. C. Carey
9 0
P.R.I., Depot, R.W.K. (Feb. and Mar.) ....
50
J. Grubb
5 0
Capt. A. J. Jockel
9 0
Capt. P. Flood, M.B.E., M.C
9 0
G. A. Waters
5 0
A. E. Swansland (Mar.)
5 o
Maj. C. F. Battye, M.C
9 0
Capt. D. W. J. Wood
9 0
C. J. Gunton
5 o
W. Riggall
5 o
A. B. Snellin
5 o
Capt. J. G. Hammond
9 0
P.R.I., 1/R.W.K. (March)
3 2 6
Capt. A. J. Wiles
9 0
Lt.Col. A. F. Hooper, O.B.E., T.D. (5 yrs.) 2 5 0
A. Peters
5 o
N. Franklin
5 o
T. Adsett
5 0
R. D. V. Bellingham
5 0

£ s.
A. L. Elford
5
P.R.I., 4/R.W.K. (March)
4
Capt. S. J. Law
9
Lt. L. W. E. Webster
9
Lt. W. A. Morgan
9
G. C. Underwood
5
P. A. Barham
9
The Rev. J. B. Browne
9
Gravesend Branch
2 10
J. G. Luxford
5
J. F. Streeter
5
A. E. Swaisland (April)
/
10
T. Crowhurst
».
5
C. J. Dorman
5
A. J. B. Sofield
_
5
The following have paid their subscription by
Order : —
Capt. P. C. Thomas.
Capt. H. R. Rogers.
Maj. R. C. E. Mines, M.B.E.
Lt.Col. A. J. Coe.
Lt.Col. A. Howe.
Maj. H. B. H. White. D.S.O.
Maj. H. Smithers.
Col. F. J. F. Edlmann, D.S.O.,
M.B.E.
Maj. Sir D. W. L. Watson, T. D.
Maj. A. S. Bredon.
Maj. R. K. Dowse.
A. Saunders, Esq.
Lt.Col. I. R. Lovell.
Capt. A. G. Blake.
Capt. P. J. Matthewman.
Maj. T. Jarrett, M.C.
J. M. Du Buisson, Esq.
Lt.Col. H. J. S. Sinclair Brooke,
O.B.E.
Lt.Col. H. O. Hinton, O.B.E.
Lt.Col. G. K. Defrates,
D.S.O., M.C.
Capt. A. H. Ford.
Lt.Col. R. P. Tong, O.B.E.
Lt.Col. H. W. Styles.
Maj. J. M. D. BoothTucker.
Maj. R. E. Moss.
Col. F.. H. Hancock.
S. BaylissSmith, Esq.
Col. C. F. Hitchins, D.S.O.
Maj. A. R. Fyler.
Lt.Col. L. J. B. S. Holman.
Maj. R. Love.
Lt.Col. K. H. Thrift.
Maj. A. J. M. Flint, M.B.E.
Maj. R. Balbernie.
Mrs. J. H. H. Whitty.
Brig. E. W. D. Western, D.S.O.
Col. D. E. B. Talbot. D.S.O.,
M.C.
Capt. T. T. W. Stanyon.
Brig. S. F. Saville.
Brig. R. A. Riddell, C.B.E.
Maj. M. R. Read, M.C.
Col. R. O. Pulverman, O.B.E.
Col. H. Peploe, D.S.O.
Col. A. WoodMartyn, C.B.,
O.B.E., D.S.O.
Lt.Col. A. Martyn.
Lt.Col. W. M. Knatchbull.
Maj. L. F. W. Jackson.
Lt.Col. H. N. Edwards, M.B.E.
Lt.Col. B. E. Hazelton, D.S.O.,
M.C.
Lt.Col. J. M. Haycraft.
Maj. M. R. Grove, M.C.
Lt.Col. G. G. Elliott, D.S.O.
Maj. W. C. B. Crumplin.
Maj. P. E. Crook, O.B.E.
Maj. M. C. Crisford.
Lt.Col. C. E. P. Craven, O.B.E.
Col. V. S. Clarke. M. C.
Maj. R. Butler, M.B.E., M.C.
Maj. P. C. M. Buckle.

d.
0
7
0
0
0
0
0
0
4
0
0
0
0
0
0
Banker's

Maj. De S. H. LewisBarned,
M.C.
Capt. G. BonhamCarter.
Maj. C. L. Norman.
Maj. A. E. Watts.
Capt. P. S. Pugh, M.B.E., M.C.
Lt.Col. C. S. Durtnell, O.B.E.
Col. W. Nash, M.B.E., T.D.
Lt.Col. P. R. Hicks, O.B.E.
Lt.Col. H. L. Lewis.
Lt. J. D. West.
Brig.Gen. P. M. Robinson,
C.B., C.M.G.
Maj. J. Winstanley, M.C.
Maj. S. F. H. Glynn.
Maj. D. Monckton, M.C.
Maj. J. S. N. Snelgrove.
Maj. J. B. Knight. T.D.
Maj. C. Tuff, D.L.
Lt.Col. A. C. S. Cobb.
Maj. H. B. Duggan.
Maj. A. M. Cohen, T.D .
Maj. E. B. StanleyClarke.
Lt.Col. D. W. Jackson.
Capt. P. N. Elgood.
Capt. B. C. Chandler.
Maj. D. C. J. Manners.
Capt. G. W. Pullen.
Maj. R. M. Allfrey.
Ma). D H. Andrews. M.C.
Maj. M. G. M. Archer, M.C.
Capt. J. D. B. Bailey.
Lt.Col. E. F. MoultonBarrett,
O.B.E., M.C.
Col. H. D. Belgrave. D.S.O.
Capt. D. E. Blum.
Maj. A. D. Bremner.
Lt.Col. C. A. de B. Brounlie,
M.C.
Maj. J. PI. Brock.
Maj. R. V. Burke.
Gen. Sir Charles Bonham
Carler. G.C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O.
Col. A. A. E. MerlottChitty,
D.S.O.
Col. B. L. Clay, O.B.E.
Maj. G. W. Duffleld.
Capt."A. W. Franklin.
Maj. D. H. Gwilliam.
Maj. P. J. R. Harris.
Gen. Sir R. J. T. Hilyard,
K.C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O.
Maj. E. S. Heygate, M.C.
Brig. G. Ingham.
Maj. C. H. Keenlyside.
Lt.Col. R. M. Lees.
Maj. C. K. Kemp.
Capt. H. W. Marsh.
Col. C. H. McVittie.
Lt.Col. E. J. Ncwail.
Lt.Gen. Sir James O'Dowda,
K.C.B.. C.S.I., C.M.G.
Maj.Gen. W. P. Oliver. C.B.,
O.B.E.
Col. W. V. Palmer.
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BATTALION

The greater part of the
Bn. is just off on Easter leave,
and with promising weather
reports, everyone is looking
forward to a few days' relaxa
tion. although we have had
a very mild winter and train
ing has progressed without
any serious dislocation. By
the time these notes appear
in print we shall probably he
enjoying
real
su mmer
weather and getting the swim
ming regulations retyped and
ready lor circulation.
Lt.Col. A. Martyn and the
Officers of the Bn. held a
dance in Moore Mess on 17 th
March, which was
much
enjoyed by all who attended;
thanks are due to the Mess
Dance Committee, and the
staff, who worked so hard to
make the evening the suc
cess which it undoubtedly
was. The Regtl. Dance Band
played throughout the
„
evening.
97a
During the past month a
new form of passingout parade has been introduced and the
last three Intakes, on completion of their training, have been
able to invite their friends and relatives down to Shornclifie
to see them take part in their final parade prior to their join
ing their new units. The afternoon begins with the com
petition inspection which is followed by the actual parade
with the Band and Drums; the inspection and march past
being taken by the Commanding Officer. From the march
past those taking part in the parade, together with their
friends and relatives attend a short dedication service in the
Garrison Church. After the service the visitors are taken over
to the Coy. Regtl. Room, where tea is served.
These parades have been quite well attended so far, but it
is hoped that many more visitors will come to those taking
place during the summer months.
Maj. Lewis. Maj. Nolda and Capt. St. Aubyn have now lelt
the Bn., as predicted in our last notes and we have recently
welcomed Maj. W. T. Woodruffe, M.C., R. Sussex Regt., who
has taken over 2 Coy. on his return to U.K. from G.H.Q..
M.E.L.F. We wish him and his family a long and happy stay
with the Bn.
The Bn. Soccer, Rugger and Hockey teams have all com
pleted this season's fixtures
during the past month and Sir
John Moore Plain will soon lose its goal posts and undergo
preparations for the cricket season.
The Garrison ground is already in fine
trim and will no
doubt be the scene of many a keen match during the next
few months.
Having won the District Football Soccer Cup, the Bn, team
went on to play the Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders in the
final of the Eastern Command Championship at Colchester
We lost this match by four goals to one. The result does not
give a true picture of the actual game, which was very even
throughout; the score being even at halftime. The team has
had a very good season and still has to fight
for the Dover
Charity Cup.
The Bn. Rugger side has won its last three matches, the
results being as follows : —
R.A.F., Manston—won
23— 6
47 Coast Regt., R.A.—won
12— 0
R.E.M.E. (A.A.)—won
24—11

An InterCoy. SevenaSide Knockout Tournament was
held on Wednesday. 6th April, and a really fine display of
vigorous clean sporting Rugby was put on by all concerned.
H.Q. Coy just beat A Coy. in the final and were presented
with a medal each by the Commanding Officer.
The 1948/49 season has been, on the whole, a good one
for Bn. Rugby and it is to he hoped that the Regt. will in
future years continue to piay the game with everincreasing
success.
A summary of games played is given below : —
Matches Played
22
Matches Won
12
Matches Lost
9
Matches Drawn
1
Points for
254
Points against
207
The Bn. Hockey XI complete its programme for the season.
1948/49. with six matches in March, of which four were won
and two lost. The final
record of the team for the year is
therefore—
Played. 38: Won, 23: Drawn, 5; Lost, 10: Goals for, 118;
Goals against, 66.
Looking back over the season, the team can be well satis
fied with their playing record, especially when it is to be
realised on a number of occasions, when they were defeated,
they had to take the field considerably below strength. The
main strength of the side has always been in the defence,
where O.R.Q.M.S. Catt, C.S.M. Swanson. Sgt. Wilkins, Sgt.
Pinnes, Sgt. Simpson, L/Cpl. Waters and DrumMaj. Watts
invariably proved a tower of strength. The forward line suffered
throughout the season from never being able to play the same
combination and although a large number of goals were
scored, it was found that when the team were opposed by a
really strong defence, a great weakness was revealed in this
department. On occasions, Majs. Lewis and Thomas, Cpl.
Ogden, Pte. Morris, the brothers Healey, Pte. Murphy and
C/Sgt. Ure, all had their days, but if the Bn. are to regain
their prewar standard of skill as a hockey team, a number of
new forwards must be found.
The Bn. XI reached the 3rd round of the Army Cup and
the Final of the District Championship before being defeated
by the odd goal in three by the R.E., Chatham, our old
opponents over many years, and who always seem to just beat
us at hockey when the Bn. is in England.
At the time of writing the finalists
in the InterCoy.
hockey tournament are A Coy. v. B.O.R. This match is to be
played on 20th April and will be reported in the next issue of
" The Q.O.G."
Boxing in the Bn. has been of a very high standard this
season and this is, in no small measure, due to the efforts of
Capt. F. Abrams, the Officer i/c. Boxing.
Having won five
weights in the District Individual
Championships, the Bn. had six representatives in the Eastern
Command Individual Championships; two of these were
unfortunately unable to box at the last moment, but Cpl.
Moran and Pte. Davidson both reached their finals,
losing,
mainly due to badly cut eyes.
In the Army Championships Lt. E. C. Osborne put up a
very fine show but was beaten in the preliminary rounds. Lt.
C. Clarke. Cpl. J. Moran and L/Cpl. J. Lucy all reached their
finals, but unfortunately lost. They are especially to be con
gratulated as it is a long time since any Regiment has had
three representatives in the finals at the Albert Hall.
Further details of the team's activities will appear in
next month's " Q.O.G."
In conclusion, as time goes on. it will be appreciated that
the Permanent Staff at Shorncliffe continues to show a num
ber of changes and it is therefore felt that it may he of
interest to all members of the Regiment if the present order of
battle of the Bn., as on 15th April, is given below: —

1st BN. THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT HOCKEY XI, 194849
(Runnersup, Home Counties District InterUnit Championship)
Front row : Pte. H. Morris, Maj. R. C. W. Thomas, O.B.E., Lt.Col. A. Martyn, O.R.Q.M.S. A. Catt, C.S.M. G. Swanson.
Back row : C/Sgt. W. Harden (Umpire). L/Cpl. A. Waters, Sgt. W. Finnis, Bdsm. W. Hore. DrumMaj. T. Watts, L/Cpl.
T. Healey, Sgt. G. Simpson, Pte. T. Murphy.

ASSOCIATION FOOTBALL—1st BN., QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGT.. 1948/49 TEAM
(Winners, Home Counties District Major Units Team Championship)
Standing (L. to r.) : Q.M.S.I. Badham, Sgt. Connor, Pte. Stansbie, Cpl. Norris, Bdsm. Hore. L/Cpl. Tillott.
Seated (I. to r.) : Cpl. Charles, Sgt. Young, Maj. A. R. Fyler. Sgt. White (Capt.), Lt. W. F. Hammant, Cpl. Lawson,
Cpl. Pagett.
In front: Master White (Mascot).
Pliotos by Lambert Western. Folkestone
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We were sorry to say goodbye to Cpl. W. Morton, C Coy..
who has left us for the Airborne Forces' Depot. He qualified
for his wings last month.
s
»
s
s
®
C.S.M. Kettle has been transferred l'rom H.Q. Coy. to
C Trg. Coy.

C.O., Lt.Col. A. Martyn.
2nd i/c.. Maj. A. R. Fyler.
Adjt., Capt. R. E. C. Cocksedge.
A/Adjt., Lt. D. E. Blum.
Q.M., Maj. B. A. Pond. M.B.E.
Adm. Fd. Offr., Maj. R. C. W. Thomas, O.B.E.
Bandmaster. G. Jackson, A.R.C.M.
Drum Major, G. Watts.
R.S.M., A/W.O.I Stephens, S.
O.R.Q.M.S., W.O.II Catt, A. H.
R.Q.M.S., W.O.II Barham, R.
R.Q.M.S., W.O.II Grubb, J.

=s

#

C Trg. Coy. (Mx. and R. Sussex)
O.C., Maj. D. H. Gwilliam.
2nd i/c., Capt. E. G. Woodman, M.C.
C.S.M.. W.O.II Kettle, W.

s

*

"A"

O.C., Maj. W. T. Woodruffe, M.C.
2nd i/c., Capt. I. A. Macmillan.
C.S.M., W.O.II Chapman, G.

D.M.

PERSONAL
Lt.Col. A. Martyn, Majs. Woodruffe and Gwilliam, Capt.
Upton and Monckton and Lt. Hamilton attended Exercise
Nocturne at Home Counties District H.Q/
»

*

Heartiest congratulations to Cpl. and Mrs. Fromow on the
birth of a daughter.
»

»

*

*

*

Capt. R. J. Page has recently left the Bn. to join 1st Bn..
Royal Sussex Regiment. We wish him the best of luck
wherever he may go.
A hearty welcome to Capt. E. J. Ransley, M.C., who has
recently joined the Bn. from M.E.L.F.
Capt. J. St. Aubyn is now about due back again . . . ? or
will he catch his boat this time.
*

*

*

*

*

Heartiest congratulations to H.Q. Coy on
SevenaSides.

winning the

C/Sgt. King, of D Coy., has developed a flair for goal
keeping at hockey.
Cpl. Kent's daughter has had measles, but we are glad to
report that she is now quite well again.
*

*

*

*

*

Sgt. Kent, Cpl. Farrow and Cpl. Knight have all been on a
welldeserved leave recently.
*

#

*

*

*

A D Coy. recruit wants to know what compensation a
barrow boy gets for evenings spent with the T.A.?
*

*

*

It is officially denied that Cpl.
" marksman " with the sixgun.


*

*

*

*

*

(Sheriff)
*

Manton is a

*

We congratulate Sgt. and Mrs. Leach on the birth of their
son, David Arnold, on the 16th March.
*

*

*

*
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Heartiest congratulations to Cpl. Miles and Fus. Cooper on
their recent marriages. We wish them all happiness and good
luck in the future.

H.Q. Coy.
O.C., Maj. W. Grimshaw.
2nd i/c.. Capt. E. J. Ransley, M.C.
C.S.M., W.O.II Leigh, T.

*

*

Heartiest congratulations to Bdsm. and Mrs. Bassett on
the birth of their daughter—Valerie.

D Trg. Coy (R.W.K.)
O.C., Capt. T. V. Upton.
2nd i/c., Lt. R. G. Winstanley.
C.S.M., W.O.II Benn.

*

®

Wanted.—A large wooden spoon, Sgts'. lor the use of. The
monthly spoon shoot gathers more support each month. It is
now noticed that members away from station, i.e., on courses,
leaves, etc., are returning to compete.
We congratulate Sgt. Bradshaw, winner, and C.S.M.
Swanson, the runnerun for March.

B Trg. Coy. (R.F. and Buffs)
O.C., Maj. M. R. Read. M.C.
2nd i/c., Capt. R. O. IliiTe.
C.S.M., W.O.II Nicholls, B.

*

s

Congratulations to C.Q.M.S. and Mrs. L. Horstead on the
birth of a son.
S
$
«
3
*
A hearty welcome to C.S.M. Leigh who has recently joined
H.Q. Coy.

A Trg. Coy. (Queen's and Surreys)
O'.C., Maj E. C. T. Wilson, V.C.
2nd i/c, Capt. D. Monckton, M.C.
C.S.M.. W.O.II Davis, C.

2 Coy.

a

We all heartily congratulate Lt. C. Clarke, Cpl. J. Moran
and L/Cpl. J. Lucy on reaching their finals at the Albert Hall
in the Army Championships.

*

*

Lt. A. H. Pirn and Sgt. Bartle have left C Coy. to take
charge of the drill and general duties course at the H.C.D.
School, at Hythe.

Training: Company

The Coy. started the month with a new Intake. 150 strong,
which meant that the Permanent Staff were kept very busy
for the first fortnight, as we still had the previous Intake
completing their training. However, we soon posted half the
Coy. to 2 Coy. on completion of their training and after having
taken part in one of the new system passingout parades.
The new form of parade took place on Napier Square,
and after the inspection and march past, those taking part
were marched to the Garrison Church, where a short dedication
service was held. From the Church everyone walked across to
the Regimental Room, where a very good tea had been laid
on by the N.A.A.F.I.
Although there was a fairly good attendance of friends
and relatives, it is hoped that there will be many more visitors
for our next passingout parade, especially as it will he in
midsummer.
Those who attended were very welcome and showed great
interest in the proceedings.
There have been no major changes in the Permanent
Staff since we last went to press.
Lt. Goodwin and Sgt. Watson have both gone down the
hill to Hythe, where they are doing a Course in Platoon
weapons.
C.S.M. Davis. Cpls. Fromow, Gillett, Barnes. Lewis and the
Wilson twins have all gone off on a wellearned leave.
Sgt. Collingwood injured his knee in the semifinal of the
Hockey Tournament and has been in hospital for some time;
we hear that he will have to undergo an operation —will miss
him very much in the final—and
hope that he will soon
return to the Company completely recovered.
C.Q.M.S. Miller, our stalwart goalkeeper, was unfortunate
enough to be hit in the face during a practice match recently.
Fortunately he was not severely injured, but has had to have
several teeth removed. We all hope that he will be fit enough
to play in the final, which will take place soon after the Easter
leave.
Cpl. Webberly, who is doing fulltime Education, is missed
in the Coy. Office and his place has been taken by Pte. Oxbrow,
who has been struggling with endless requests for typing,
each one claiming a higher priority.
Pte. Knight, our Pay Clerk and table tennis champion, has
been on leave and has no doubt covered many miles on his
bicycle during the past ten days.
Both Heavy and Lightweight TugofWar teams reached
and won their finals,
which was a very fine effort; congratu
lations are also due to Cpl. Fromow, who coached both of
these teams.
Tire Coy. shooting team is third in the Bn. League; at the
present with two shoots to be fired.
In the Rugger SevenaSides Tournament, held last week
the Coy. team did very well to reach the final; having beaten
B Coy. and 2 Coy. fairly easily, they were in turn just beaten
by H.Q. Coy.
In conclusion we all offer Cpl. and Mrs. Fromow our
heartiest congratulations on the birth of a daughter.
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"B" Training: Company
Since the last issue of the Q.O.G. a veritable tidal wave
of events has swept under the bridge of time. The Coy.
Permanent Cadre (if not the P.T. Staff) has now recovered from
its exertions in the Battle Efficiency Tests. This was not a
voluntary event, and it should be noted that not only the
N.C.O.s and Ptes. of the P.C. took part, but also our valiant
C.S.M. One N.C.O. was heard to say: " Nine miles in two
hours—dead easy. I can do it in one hour and fifteen minutes."
Same N.C.O. had an " F " against his name for this test.
There is now an air of great expectancy among the staff,
created by impending events—Easter leave, our next A.B.T.U.
Intake immediately afterwards, and very close on that the
Colonel of the Regiment's Parade.
Thoughts of Release are prevalent in certain quarters,
which have brought the usual spate of comments by " Group
happy " beings about " getting some service in."
There is now a decided nautical tang in the air in the
neighbourhood of the Coy. Stores, with the activities of Lt.
Bird, who is running the Unit Sailing Club. The fact that
sails are seen to be drying, and that the Pay Clerk now and
then indulges in sea shanties about reveille, do not mean,
however, either that the storeman is in deep water or that
the accounts are in danger of being " shanghaied." The
Skipper can, in fact, be heard giving our storeman (who has
lately developed a strange aversity to the gentler sex) tips on
sailing—and on when and where to use a fender. All this
means that our Coy. Cartographer is now frequently seen
grappling with enormous canvases.
The Budget brought with it even more headaches for the
Coy. Office, where C.S.M. Nicholls is at times engaged in calcu
lating its effect on the Sgts'. Mess Accounts. Pte. Hughes has
found that a ready reckoner is far more accurate than his own
arithmetic, when he tried to find out how much each match
really costs. Fus. Deering was last seen in a quadratic equation,
something to do with sotu beer (or is It called bitter ?).
We heartily congratulate C.Q.M.S. and Mrs. Horstead on
the birth of a son. It is with much regret that we have said
goodbye to 2/Lt. Dalgliesh and to Sgt. Murray, to both of
whom we extend our best wishes in their new units. We are
glad to have Cpl. Murtagh back with us after his stay in
hospital. We welcome 2/Lt. Abell, Sgt. Southern and L/Cpl.
Stepney, who have recently joined the Coy. Cpl. McCluskey
is now on holiday at Hythe doing a Course. We are anxiously
awaiting the return of Capt. Iliffe, our 2nd i/c., from another
Course; we only hope that he has not increased his stride or
the duty W.O. will never he able to keep in sten.
(Seven
league boots are obtainable from B Coy. Office If desired.)
Inter alia we hear that a certain N.C.O., just returned from
a brief spell in Northern Ireland, is now making himself felt
in the boxing ring. That things were strangely quiet after
the Cpls'. Mess dance. We are also informed of the benefits
and otherwise of our nowoperative relay wireless system, and
of a certain canine being trained to scent out missing stores.
The recent introduction of the new buff bianco had led to
considerable comment, feverish activity, and the appearance of
most original hues.
SPORT.—The Coy. TugofWar team was runnerup in the
competition, losing to A Coy. in the finals.
It was very ably
coached by Cpl. Dawson (well done).
The Soccer team is more than holding its own and some
new and young blood has been introduced into the team.
We hope to give a good account of ourselves in the Knockout
Competition, commencing this month.
PLATOON NOTES
B 6.—Fus. Thorpe has been appointed right marker, much
to Section Leader Warner's disgust. He needs a lot of voice
practice, however; a Prima Donna would be very jealous of his
top note when giving " Eyes front." There is a grave shortage
of N.C.O.s in the Pin., with Cpl. (Mad) Archer away on boxing,
and two other N.C.O.s on leave, but altogether training is
progressing very satisfactorily.
B 7.—Congratulations to Pte. Solomons and Cpl. Pace,
winner and runnerup in the Coy. Table Tennis Tournament.
Also to Pte. Whiting, the runnerup in the Individual Darts.
Pte. Keyton is the shooting star of the Pin.; training as a
Cadet can be very beneficial.
B 8.—Sgt. Simmonite has left us for a spot of wellearned
leave and the Pin. is now under the able care and protection
of Sgt. Martin, who we are glad to say, is much fitter
again
after his stay in hospital. We still continue to win the Coy.
Cmdr's. weekly competition and as far as we are concerned,
the presentation shield is as permanent a fixture
as the wall
it Is on. Just imagine the white patch on the wall that will
be revealed when it has to go—after the tenth week, of course !
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Well done, N.C.O.s and men of B 8; keep It up ! The passing
out competition now prevails throughout the Pin., and one
can hear the continuous thump, thump of boots being boned
within a hundred yards of 15 Block. This will be our first of
the new type of passing out competitions, and of course, we
are working hard to pull it off.
B 9.—The Pin. has done very well gaining top marks for
both L.M.G. and P.T. in recent shoots and tests, but unfortu
nately, they refuse to relinquish top marks for anything, even
when its top marks for losses in the weekly Coy. Cmdr's.
barrackroom inspection. The Pin had a nasty shock last week,
when Pte. Richardson contracted chickenpox, goosepimples,
or some other fowl disease. This meant the Pin. had to be con
fined to barracks for their 48hour weekend, hut they had it
made up to them the following week.
When we read these notes, all these things will have passed
and most of the Coy. Trainees will be on their way to various
outposts of the Empire; but we, alas ! the poor Permanent
Cadre, remain to start off with another bunch of recruits.
Recruits will never realise how lucky they are.

"C" Training Company
This month has seen many new faces in the Coy. and
many well known ones have left us. The new arrivals, Capt.
E. G. Woodman and C.S.M. Kettle, have already settled down
and are making their presence felt.
The ones who have left us, Capt. Page, Lt. Pirn, Sgt.
Bartle and Cpl. Morton are sorely missed, and we hope it won't
be long before we see them again, back in the Coy.
At the moment we are filled
to overflowing, having two
Intakes in the Coy. The latest is a rather unusual one. On
its first day in Camp the P.S.O. asked who had passed matricu
lation and the hands that were raised had "to be used to
pick him up.
The reason for this was simple, if you were in the know.
A lot of the men had been earmarked for the R.A.E.C., so their
educational standard was considerably higher than usual.
The Coy's, personnel, having changed considerably just
recently, is now—
O.C., Maj. D. H. Gwilliam.
2nd i/c., Capt. E. G. Woodman, M.C.
Pin. Cmdrs.—Lt. E. C. Osborne, Lt. C. S. Clarke, 2/Lt.
J. R. De Roeper.
C.S.M., C.S.M. W. Kettle.
Pin. Sgts.—1 Pin., Cpl. Lander; 2 Pin., Sgt. Finnis;
3 Pin., Sgt. Stoner; 4 Pin., Sgt. Eatwell; 5 Pin.,
Cpl. Lemar; 6 Pin., Cpl. Kent; 7 Pin., Cpl. Standley;
8 Pin., Cpl. Mills.
The Coy. pugilists, Lt. Osborne, Lt. Clarke, Cpl. Moran, Cpi.
Rigby, Ptes. Partridge, Moore and Connelly have been leading
a very hectic life just recently, especially Cpl. Moran, Cpl.
Rigby and Ptes. Partridge and Moore, who are in the Bn.
Boxing Team that is doing so well in the Army Team
Championships, We wish them luck in their next fight,
against 1st Bn., The Essex Regt., on 12th April.
E.C.O., Lt.

"D" Training Company
Since the last issue of " The Q.O.G." our first
single
Intake Coy. has passedout and we now have a second Coy.
of recruits in training. We received a new Intake of four
Pins, on the 3rd March, 1949, and for a fortnight our strength
was doubled and there was twice as much work for everyone.
The Intake of the 6th January passedout on March 17th.
There was a parade on Napier Square, watched by a number
of trainees' relations and friends, a church service and a tea
in the Regimental Room to finish up with. During the parade
a cup, for the best Pin., was awarded to 3 Pin., and accepted
by Lt. R. G. Winstanley. Congratulations to him and to Sgt.
Neal, Cpl. Farrow and Cpl. Gilham. Congratulations also to
Pte. Farrance, E. Surreys, and Pte. Rolfe, Buffs, who received
silver and bronze medals for being the Best and Second Best
shots with the Rifle and L.M.G. in the Coy.
The new Intake meanwhile settled down and are now in
their sixth week of training.
Besides the old Intake, we have also lost 2/Lt. K. Dodson.
who is on a Course at Warminster, and will be returning to
join the Cadet Pin., and Sgt. Chaplin, who is also with the
Cadets. 2/Lt. J. S. Fletcher is on a Pin. Weapons Course at
Hythe.
We welcome Lt. J. W. J. Groom, who has come upstairs
from the M.T. Office to take over 7 and 8 Pins.
So much for work, now for sport. We would congratulate
Sgt. Clemens on gaining his Army Running Colours and Sgt.
Dowsing, Cpl. Henden and Cpl. Gilham on representing the
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D " COMPANY'S

PASSINGOUT

PARADE

Maj. A. R. Fyler takes the March Past.

Visitors, Staff and Recruits at the tea party in the Regimental Room.
Photos by Lambert

Western.

Folkestone
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Bn. and the Command in the Army CrossCountry Champion
ship. Also 2/Lt. Fletcher, Cpl. Yea and Pte. Ryan, who were
there as reserves. Congratulations, too, to Fus. Davidson,
4 Pin., for his boxing in the Command Championships.
The Coy. has also played soccer with itself, beaten C Coy.
and lost to B Coy. at hockey; and nroduced a SevenaSide
Rugger team for the Bn. Knockout Competition.
On the social side, the D Coy. Cpls'. Mess gave a dance in
Ross N.A.A.F.I. on the 31st March, which was greatly enjoyed.
Cpl. Cox did his " turn" and beer and food were free and
plentiful.
And now the Coy. is preparing to go off on Easter leave,
except for the unfortunate few headed by 2/Lt. Girling, who
have to stay behind on duty. On behalf of them, to all former
inmates of D Coy., a happy Easter.

H.Q. Company
Again it has fallen to my lot to prepare our monthly con
tribution. and that being due to the fact that, as a result oi
" old soldiers never die," my departure to the unattractive
realms of " civvy street " has been temporarily postponed.
However, by the time this appears in print, f will no doubt
have left the Coy. Now let me put you in the picture regard
ing our now famed individuals.
" Pop," having enjoyed a period of wellearned leave is
once again dabbling happily with debtor balances.
" Atlas " is again back on pay accounting and is no longer
Ration Allowances bound, as " Bull" is doing that very
necessary job.
The " President" has departed for " civvv street" along
with various other ranks of the Coy. We wish them every
success in their efforts to earn a living.
Cpls. Rice and Proctor, the " Old Codgers," are now both
actively engaged on discussing Budget, instead of Wars, and
Nominal Rolls are still as frequent.
" Chunky " has departed to a Training Cov. and has been
replaced by " Robert, E.," who is now settling in.
Sgt Whitfield is still busy sorting out counterfoils, and
in his spare time teaching his Bull Terrier good manners.
A new addition to the Pay Office Staff is Pte. Boullier—
reminds one of corned beef—a little fat, but very sustaining.
Departures this month are Capt. I. A. MacMillan, who
reigned for a short time as 2nd i/c. He has gone to No. 2 Coy.,
where the paper war is even more intensive than H.Q. Coy.
May his " Biro Minor " stand the strain.
In his place we welcome to the Coy. Capt. Ransley, M.C.,
of the Buffs, who can be assured of a welcome; may all his
debtor balances be little ones.
The big shock of the month was the loss of our C.S.M.
to C Training Coy. C.S.M. Kettle has had a very long spell
with H.Q. Coy., far more than I dare to put on paper. However,
he did a good job of work and we show our appreciation in the
following words: "Thank you, Sgt.Maj." An excellent shot,
he will be missed in our Coy. team. C.S.M. Kettle is replaced
by C.S.M. T. J. Leigh, who has just arrived from the 1st Bn.,
Royal Sussex Regt. C.S.M. Leigh is an old " Queen's Own,"
who joined the Bn. in Guernsey days and subsequently served
with the 1st and 5th Bns.
" Slasher" (How Greene is my Valley) has somehow got
himself a job as Leave and Ration Clerk, and the pronounced
cockney accent is very noticeably changing to a very refined
one ! !
In the field of sport recently, H.Q. Coy. has kept un its
reputation by putting a shoulder to the wheel, and in the
District Soccer Finals, which the Bn. won, the Coy. provided
the following in the Bn XI:
Q.M.S.I. Badham (A.P.T C)
DrumMajor Watts, Sgt. White. Cpl. Charles, Bdsm. Hore and
Pte. Stansbie.
A SevenaSide InterCoy. Rugger Competition was held
this month and H.Q. Coy. collected the winners' medals, beat
ing A Coy. in the finals.
Well done the team : Q.M.S.I. Minto
(A.P.T.C.), Ptes. Olley, Morris, Relf, Hails, Edwards and L/Cni
Murphy 393.
Boxing has been very much to the fore recently and we
had the thrill of watching the Bn. beat 14 Fd. Regt., Royal
Artillery, last week by one noint. In this match, the Coy.
effort came from L/Cpl. Linton and Pte. Kelly, the latter being
successful in winning his fight
and L/Cpl. Linton losing on
points after a gallant effort. We must here give Cpl. Sykes
a special mention as he volunteered to take the place of a
casualty on the day of the fight.
He had not trained, and he
met a very experienced boxer. Well done, Cpl. Sykes, we were
all pleased to see you get a runnerup medal.
L/Cpl. Linton also deserves special mention for coming
in from Demob, leave to represent his Bn. It's very nice to
have this type of man in the service. Thanks, L/Cpl. Linton,
and every good wish for civil life from all H.Q. Coy.
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This week the Bn. meet the Essex Regt. in the Command
Finals and we hope that the result of this match will he pub
lished elsewhere in this issue.
Easter leave is fast approaching, and the Pay Staff is busy
with ration cards, purchasing train tickets, etc., and the usual
rush prior to leave.
Our O.C., Maj. Grimshaw, is busy working out rear parties,
security, and all the bits and pieces which have to he properly
tied up before such leave takes place.
In between times Officers of the Coy. spend a day or two
on Officers' Training Days, and this month found them debat
ing whether a counterattack should be immediate or deliberate.
We have been informed that the new Colonel of the Regi
ment is visiting us on the 28th April, so we shall be getting
in a little practice for the ceremonial parade which is laid on
for these occasions.
The Corps of Drums is at present on privilege leave, but
will be back in time for the big parade.
When this is in print I shall no doubt be departed from
the Bn., therefore, this is my "swan song." Good luck to all
" Queen's Own," wherever they be.
"Peanut" (Original).

M.T. Notes
Yet again we bid farewell to another M.T.O., for now it is Lt.
J. W. Groom's turn to depart and we hope that he has as
pleasant a time with D Coy. as we have had with him. His
successor, Lt. L. A. Mannering is fresh from a Course at the
M.T. School at Borden and in consequence various items and
personnel have been drastically overhauled. With all these
"new brooms" (each successive one being taller than the
previous) sweeping ever cleaner, ours must surely be the most
uptodate and efficient M.T. Section in the Command.
Trivial items in a few lines.—The Section actually won
a game of football—its first victory this year—on March 24th,
when the Cadet Block was beaten, 3—0. Defeats range from
2—1 to 13—2.
The Section survived a fiveday purge by the C.I.V. team,
with only one major upset. Faithful and muchcherished
Hillman P.U. 060 has been condemned and the C/Sgt. is in
deep mourning. Not wanting to waste petrol, a member of
the Section thought of an easy and painless method of dis
posal and we have to thank C/Sgt. King, of D Coy., that the
unfortunate vehicles did not prematurely reach its grave in
Sandgate.
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With the departure of stalwarts Cpl. Goddeii, L/Cpl.
Hogben and Pte. (D.R.) Brooks, L. some new blood has been
enlisted and the depleted ranks of the N.C.O.s have been
partially repaired by the promotion to L/Cpl. of Pte. Vincent,
who takes over where " Crash the First " left off. He hopes
to carry on the tradition of keeping the vehicles in the garages,
though the particular method of footballing and gear box
manipulating can be left to the departed. Cpl. Godden was
always optimistic, as is shewn by the fact that he expected to
do some driving after Release.
The wider term " truck
moving " can be more accurately applied.
It is rumoured that the future Mr. Hogben will soon be
Kremlin bound to join his comrades and he will certainly
know what to do when next he sees a blow lamp in close
proximity to a vehicle's petrol tank. After three years on the
M.T., mainly as C.O.'s Driver, he should find a change welcome.
Two new 15cwts. have eased the transport situation
slightly and the one truck, which succeeded in leaving the
Camp " Area, paid for this luxury with a full week of
maintenance.
The toothless wonder is ever optimistic and frequently
dreams of molars of all shapes and sizes, chewing for the
use of. It was a shrewd move to put this man on a Ration
truck.
We missed Wts when he was on leave, but we hear that
a friendly 'bus ran into him and a long conversation ensued.
To those who took off their hats to me I say, " Thank you
and goodbye." I leave now for the land of the everlastingly
hatless—if so required—and will look back with mixed feelings
on a collection of smiling faces and bianco in glorious
technicolour. Farewell—
" Crash the First."

Families' Guild
The first social evening for the wives of the Bn. was held
on Tuesday, March 8th, in the Pearce Hall, Shorncliffe. A
large number of wives were present and enjoyed the evening's
programme, which included games, competitions and refresh
ments.
Thanks are due to Cant. W. H. O'Dell, the P.R.I, and Sec
retary of Bn. Wives Guild and his staff, for the hard work
they put in to help make the first evening such a success.
Thanks are also due to O.C.. 3 C.I.C., Shorncliffe and his staff
for the very excellent refreshments which were provided.
The sum realised for the Families' Guild Fund, after pay
ment of all expenses for the evening, was one pound.
PROGRAMME
First Game.—Lemon Scoring, run by Mrs. Pond and Mrs.
Grimshaw. Winner: Mrs. O'Keefe.
First Competition.—Concentration, run by Mrs. Lewis.
Second Game.—Musical Parcel, run by Mrs. Adams.
Interval for refreshments and sale of raffle tickets.
Second Competition.—Advertisements, run by Mrs. Read
and Mrs. Fyler. Won by Mrs. Swanson.
Third Competition.—Paper Hat Making, run by Mrs. Nolda.
Won by Mrs. Abrams.
Raffles.—One doz. eggs, presented by Mrs. Pond.
One doz. eggs, presented by Capt. Weaving.
Tins of Honey and Mincement, presented by Mrs.
Martyn.
The evening concluded with the presentation of prizes for
the various competitions and the draw for raffles by Mrs.
Martyn.
Those who were present at the Social were : Mrs. Martyn,
Mrs. Fyler, Mrs. Read, Mrs. Lewis, Mrs. Nolda, Mrs. Pond, Mrs.
Grimshaw, Mrs. O'Dell, Mrs. Abrams, Mrs. Illiffe, Mrs. Haynes,
Mrs. Chapman, Mrs. Nichols, Mrs. Jamieson, Mrs. Groom, Mrs.
King, Mrs. Jones. Mrs. Taylor, Mrs. O'Brien, Mrs. O'Keefe, Mrs.
Swanson, Mrs. Kettle, Mrs. Wray, Mrs. Peck, Mrs. Ambler, Mrs.
Hoyle, Mrs. Murphy, Mrs. Rafferty, Mrs. Dawson, Mrs. Rogers,
Mrs. Kent, Mrs. Hope, Mrs. Lockyear, Mrs. Barr, Mrs. Hughes,
Mrs. White, Mrs. South, Mrs. Jones.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
To ensure that your copy reaches you safely, please
notify any change of address to the Editor:—
" The Q. O. G.,"
The Barracks,
Maidstone, Kent.

4 th

BATTALION

The somewhat bleak and wintry appearance of our Head
quarters in Tonbridge has changed with the welcome arrival
of Spring. With Spring comes proof that in the autumn of last
year our Headquarter's Staff did not spend all their time
dealing with the inevitable mountains of mail—no inky
fingers here, but rather " green "—our daffodils are out ! The
once bare chestnut tree outside the Adjutant's Office window
is a mass of foliage, so thick as to defilade his view from the
distractions of the recreation ground, and turn his mind to
matters military, and in particular, St. Martin's Plain, Shorn
cliffe, where the Bn. will be in Camp from 22nd—29th May.
Early in the month we were delighted to have a visit from
Maj. T. T. W. Stanyon, who sails in the " Empress of
Australia" for Gibraltar on 28th May, 1949. We gather that
he is to be appointed Garrison Adjutant of the " Rock." The
Bn. join in sending him their best wishes and look toward
to a visit on his return.
On 24th March a triumph was achieved—a Coy. Com
manders' Conference was held at Tonbridge !
Triumph, yes,
for to collect the Coy. Commanders in one place at the same
time speaks greatly for their personal organization and
demonstrates their formidable intelligence in grappling with
our local 'bus and train timetables. Much military matter was
mouthed and afterwards our throats, parched by much dis
cussion of this and that, were ministered to by the good offices
of the Sgts'. Mess. Our only regret was that our legal luminary
from Penge could not be present—His Majesty's Courts had
drawn him far from Tonbridge—pity as he missed a view of
the satorial splendour of O.C., A Coy., whose waistcoat caused,
we think, a tinge of envy to creep into our C.O.'s eye. 
All ranks of the Bn. join in congratulating the Colonel of
the Regiment, Maj.Gen. W. P. Oliver, C.B.. O.B.E.. on his pro
motion to the rank of Substantive MajorGeneral.
The Bn. is holding a Visitors' Day, at Camp, on 28th May,
1949, when it is hoped that wives and families of the Bn. will
be able to be present. The Band of the 1st Bn.. by kind per
mission of the Commanding Officer, Lt.Col. A. Martyn. will play
during the afternoon and in the evening the Band and Drums
will Beat Retreat. We look forward to a visit from the Colonel
of the Regiment during the afternoon.
We congratulate O.R.Q.M.S. J. Breaden, M.B.E., on being
selected to shoot for the Territorial Army in the InterServices
Small Bore Rifle Competition. It is a decentralised competition
and O.R.Q.M.S. Breaden has fired his first target. We wish him
every success.
We are glad to welcome Sgt. C. Cheseman to the Bn.
Permanent Staff; he joins us as Technical Sgt.. being posted
to H.Q. Coy. In his spare time Sgt. Cheseman is the local
" snakeeye" of Tonbridge, being captain of the Tonbridge
Small Bore Rifle Club.
Several of the Bn. Officers spent an excellent weekend at
Hythe on Exercise " Nocturne." Due to fog, which descended
on the Training Area, the actual attack had to be called off
and we repaired to the Officers' Mess, where we considered how
pleasant it would have been if we could, on occasions, have
done the same thing in the fog of war.
We welcome Maj. A. H. Coombes back to C Coy., where
Capt. D. McCall has'been doing stalwart work in his absence
running recruiting drives, dances and Coy Training. Maj.
Coombes has been away on a Course at the Bankers' Staff
College. O.C., C Coy., is next on the list for President of the
Audit Board; the P.R.I, has been warned.

Sergeants' Mess
It is some months now since we last submitted any
correspondence 'for " The Q.O.G."—we hang our heads in
shame.
Until quite recently the Sgts'. Mess at Bn. H.Q. was repre
sented by that old stalwart, O.R.Q.M.S. Jack Breaden, M.B.E..
and the R.S.M., but now that H.Q. Coy. have finished their
" honeymooning" and come to roost in the old homestead,
we are a bit stronger on the ground, especially on Thursday
evenings.
We had a very successful Mess Meeting, followed by a
Social on Friday, 8th April.
Practically all our members
managed to attend and all were very reluctant to depart, even
though some of them had to think about work at 5 a.m.
The object of the Mess Meeting was to discuss Mess
activities at Camp, and I am now beginning to wonder whether
we will be able to spare any time for training. The social
side of the evening was a great success and we are all looking
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THE ARMY BENEVOLENT
FUND
Although The Army Benevolent Fund is now approaching
the fifth anniversary of its creation, there is still a large num
ber of people interested in the Army who are ignorant of the
Fund's existence or unaware of its objects.
During the last war large sums of money accrued from the
surplus N.A.A.F.I, profits and from gifts of people anxious to
express their appreciation of and gratitude to the Army for
their splendid achievements in the various theatres of the war.
In order that this money should be equitably distributed,
the Army Council created the Fund in the summer of 1944,
with Field Marshal The Earl of Cavan as its first
President'
and a Board of distinguished officers and civilians.
Unlike the Royal Naval Benevolent Trust and the R.A.F.
Benevolent Fund, the Army Fund does not deal directly with
the needs of the individual. With a network of corps and
regimental associations scattered all over the British Isles, in
addition to the Soldiers', Sailors' and Airmen's Families
Association and the Forces' Help Society, there already existed
the necessary machinery for investigating the needs of
individuals and of giving the immediate and adequate assist
ance which each case deserved. The charitable funds of corps
and regimental associations, which in prewar days found it
hard to meet the needs of the comparatively small regular and
Territorial Army, were in most cases quite unable to deal with
those of an Army which, at the height of the war, numbered
four to five million men and women.
The task which The Army Benevolent Fund set itself
therefore, was to ensure that these funds were given adequate
financial
help in order that as many cases of hardship as pos
sible should be relieved. The amount of money now being
distributed by The Army Benevolent Fund should enable
assistance to be given to individuals on a scale which should
make it possible for them to make a fresh start. Very many
regiments, if they had to rely entirely on their own resources,
could only give such small amounts to individuals as would
have no permanent effect on their future.
Nearly one and a half million pounds have already been
given by The Army Benevolent Fund to the many charitable
organizations which alleviate distress among soldiers and their
dependants. It has been decided that priority in making
grants shall be given to corps and regimental benevolent funds,
and in consequence it is becoming necessary to reduce the
amounts to be given to combined service associations. It is
unfortunately clear that demands to alleviate individual dis
tress are steadily increasing, and, in spite of help from the
Fund, corps and regimental funds mav find it difficult to meet
all the demands made upon them. It is hoped therefore, that
1 egimental funds may be partly replenished from local resources,
from members and exmembers of the regiment, or from
friends who have a special interest in contributing to the needs
of the less fortunate.
Help is also being given to the many organizations concerned
in the training of the disabled and the care of the aged and of
orphaned children. Furthermore, by making grants to appro
priate organizations The Army Benevolent Fund is contribut
ing towards the education and technical training of those
young people who have either served in the Army or whose
parents have done so. Many of these young people, who can
ill a fiord to pay the fees at Universities and Training Colleges,
are being helped with money provided by The Army Benevolent
Fund to qualify for professional and business careers, and
many children orphaned by the war are thus able to obtain
the education which their fathers would have provided for
them.
The object of this article is to give a short account to all
soldiers, exsoldiers and their friends in order that they should
have a greater knowledge of the work being done by The Armv
Benevolent Fund.
May 1949.
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service to
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Join the British Legion
The Legion cooperates with your regi
mental association and speaks for all
exservice men and women
BRITISH LEGION, 49 PALL MALL, S.W.I

TELEPHONE 2838 MAIDSTONE
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All Orders promptly executed.

WE WANT TO MAKE THE GAZETTE A BETTER
MAGAZINE, BUT CAN ONLY DO SO IF YOU ASSIST.
YOU CAN
Prompt

HELP BY:—
payment of subscriptions.

Constructive criticism.
Obtaining new subscribers.

Subscription rates: —
Other Ranks 5/ per annum, post free;
Officers 9/ per annum, post free;
Single Copies 5d., post free.

Sending us interesting articles and Photographs
for publication.
Submitting articles and photos in suitable time
for publication by 20th of previous month.
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REGIMENTAL PAPERS
The following was discovered among some old Regimental
Records : —
Standing Orders for the 1st Devision of the Armey
of the Sutlege
1. The Revallie to Sound at Daylight when the out
line Piquits are to be withdrawn. Tattoo at eight o'clock
when not near the Enemy after which no sound of Drum
or Bugle is to he ordered.
2. Whenever Bugle is sounded from the Tent of the
General of Devision it is to be repeted toy every Regiment
immediately.
3. The front of all Piquits, Guards and Sentries and
every Fatigue party that is paraded is to be that of the
line and towards the enemy except the Rear Guard which
with the Sentries will face to the rear.
4. The front of the line is to be kept perfectly clear
of every Animal, Baggage, etc., and the Soldiers are neither
to Sleep or Cook in front of the arms of Battalions.
5. Every endeavour is to be maid to present cleanliness
in Camp. Privys to be constructed every nuisance to be
removed and the cooking to be in convenient spots in
rear of the tents.
6. The Arms to he neatly Piled in front of the Camp
of each Battalion during the Day at Night every Man is
to Sleep with is Arms in his Hand.
Duties
All duties of the Strength of a Companie are invariably
to be mounted by an entire Companey and not by individuals
from each Companey. One Companey of each Battalion
will daily be warned for duty and every Officer of that
Companie will remain in Camp in the event of an alarm
this Company will immedately turn out and Parade in
front of the _ Quarter Guard. and those warned Companys
are to take the Outlin Piauit at Night.
The March
All Regiments are to collect and form—1. on the
Alarm Post which is immediately in the rear of the Quarter
Guard and no Regt. is to march off untill directed by the
Brigade Major or any other Officer authorised by the
Brigadier. Brigade and Battalions, will in rotation lead
the Column—Rate of march to be the regular Quick—2
time and no Officer will ever direct his men to Step out.
The head of each Battalion will step the Brigade Quick
time as will every Companey—if any obstacle is encountered
tending to create a check on the Column it becomes the
duty of the General of the Devision and Brigades to make
such arrangements as will prevent the men from being
hurried or fatigued if he stop the quick time, and no
Officer to give the word to Step out as it do's occur that
the distance is unavoidably lost in which case it is to be
reported to the Officer Commanding the Companey of the
leading Brigade, who will check the Column or form as
may be best.
3. It is the most essential part of the duty of all
Commanding and Staff Officers to ride along the flanks ol
their Regts. and Brigades to see that the distance is pre
served and the communication kept up. The Captains or
.Officers Commanding Companies to march in rear of their
Companies, the Subaltern Officers on the reverse flank.
Officers are on all occassions permitted to Ride on the
march in rear of their Companies, but whenever Battalions
are forming up will dismount fall into their places and
send their horses to the reverse flank or rear so as not to
impede the men. A Surgeon of each Regiment will march
in rear of his Corps to examine his men who fall out—
4. The Column will march with as large a front as
the road admits of but never in fours half sections of
Companies is prefered to Four deep—
5. The Column will halt on the Road one hour after
it marched off for five minutes, the Commanding Officer
at the head of the Column will sound the halt when every
Officer gives the word of command Right or Left according
to the pive. So as to clear the road when the men will
immediately fall out, in five minutes the Column will
resume its March, in one hour and a half after the first
halt convenient giound near water will be chosen. The
Brigade will be formed in contigious Columns of Battalions
on either side of the well or water and halt for twenty
minutes and Rolls to be called after which excepting in
very long march the Columns will continue its Route.—

6. Wl^never the Column approaches to the ground it
is to form on the Officer Commanding the leading Battalion
will give the word March at Attention on which the
Soldiers get into their places and March correctly in Parade
Order with Sloped Arms. No Officers of Battalions is to
give the word March at Attention until he reach the spot
the Officer Commanding the first
Battallion did so. On
each Battallion marching off the Band will play in regular
order when Possible and so soon as the Band Ready the
word March at Ease will he given when the Pivetts are to
be preserved as well as distance but the Soldiers may carry
their arms as they please and open out their files but are
not to leave the Road without permission or wander
individually into the Fields or quit their sections in search
of water. On reaching the ground of encampment the
rolls to be called and a written report of absentees to be
given by the Adjts. for the Brigade Majors by them to the
Adjt. General. No Battallion is to be dismissed untill the
dutys for Guard and Piquit are warned. The tents are to
be struck when the first bugle for parade sounds, speedily
packed and loaded. The Quarter and rear guard to join
the Battallion when the assembly or last parade hour
sounds. The Less Bugling and Drumming the better, and
no word of command given at the head of a column is to
be repeated but by Officers Commanding Companies who
will pay particular attention to do so. Again it is desired
the roads and pivett flank of the column may be kept per
fectly clear of all baggage, camels, lead horses, syces and
Officers horses, and all Officers and Subadars are to ride
on the reverse flank
of the column until a formation is
ordered when as before directed they will dismount and
take their places. In all ordinary marches, after the first
halt, the Quarter Master of each Corps and Camp Colour
Men will march at the head of the column collectively by
Regiments ready to move on when called for.
The General of Devision attaches much importance to
these few Rules and every Officer will be in possession of
a copy of them in his pocket or Breast of his coat on the
march.
The ammunition to be completed immediately after
every action and indents to complete the camel loads in
reserve immedaitely to be sent to the Ordnance Commissary.
(Signed) Ed. Luigard,
Camp Jimmsowalla.
Captain, D.A.A. General.
29th December, 1845.
4

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & DEATHS
BIRTHS

ARCHER.—On April 21st, 1949, at the Old Rectory, Coulston,
Westbury, Wilts, to Jean, wife of Maj. M. G. M. Archer,
M.C., a daughter.
BACKHOUSE.—On May 6th, 1949, to Katherine (nee Carvell).
wife of Capt. D. M. Backhouse, a son.
BRAITHWAITE.—In London, on 10th March, to Lt.Col. and
Mrs. Braithwaite, a son—Peter James.
GODDIN.—On 2nd March, 1949, at Bromley Grove Nursing
Home Shortlands, to Margaret (Peg) (nee Thoma), wife of
Peter R. Goddin, M.B.E., a son—David Peter.
MACKLIN.—On May 6th, 1949, in Vienna, to Joan, wife of
Lt.Col. P. H. Macklin. Main H.Q., B.T.A., a daughter.
McFARLAND.—At Carshalton, on 13th March, to Capt. and
Mrs. McFarland, a daughter—Sally Gillian.
SCOTT.—On March 30tli, 1949, at Bucknowle House, near Ware
ham, to Dahpne (nee Hancock), wife of Lt.Col. H. E.
Scott, a daughter.
MARRIAGE

GALILEE—McKAY.—Capt. R. J. Galilee, M.C., on 16th March.
1949, at Frimley, Surrey, to Miss D. M. McKay.
DEATHS

DICKER.—At Sidcup, on 18th April, 1949, Mrs. Emily Dicker,
widow of the late Q.M.S. Dicker, R.W.K.
We extend our sympathy to the relatives of the above.
FREE.—At Maidstone, on 20th April, 1949, Mrs. S. F. Free,
widow of the late Sgt. Free, R.W.K.
4

Subscription rates: —
Single Copies 5d., post free.
Other Ranks 5/ per annum, post free;
Officers 91 per annum, post free;
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A BIBLIOGRAHPY OF THE QUEEN'S OWN
ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT
(Republished with kind permission of the Editor,
" Notes and Queries ")

1934.
1937.
1942.
1947.

The following books, pamphlets, articles, etc., relate to the
50th and 97th Regiments of Foot, two distinct regiments which
were united in 1881 as the 1st and 2nd Battalions, The Queen's
Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). After the First World War
the brackets were removed from the regiment's title. The
works are arranged in order of date of publication and, unless
otherwise stated, were published in London. Books devoted to
auxiliary battalions of the Regiment have been included in the
list. Previous contributions by the present compiler on The
East Surrey Regiment and The Dorsetshire Regiment appeared
in " Notes and Queries," 24th January. 1931, and 4th March.
1939, respectively.
1836. J. MacCarthy, late 50th Regt.—" Recollections of the
Storming of the Castle of Badajos." 2nd ed.
1837 Mai. J. Patterson.—" Adventures of Capt. John Patterson.
with Notices of the Officers of the 50th. or Queen's
Own Regiment, 180721."
1840. Maj. J. Patterson.—" Camp and Quarters, Scenes and
Impressions of Military Life." 2 vols.
1856. Catherine M. Marsh.—" Memorials of Capt. Hedley Vicars.
97th Regiment," portrait.
1857. Lt.Gen. Sir Wm. Napier.—" The Life and Opinions of
Gen. Sir Charles James Napier." 4 vols., portraits.
" Lives" of this distinguished 50th officer were
also written by W. N. Bruce in 1885 and Gen. Sir
Wm. Butler in 1890.
1875. Lt. (afterwards Col.) T. H. Brock (Ed.).—" The Queen's
Own Gazette." (Dublin.) Purely a 50th paper up
till 1881. Now published monthly at Maidstone.
1888 H. M. Stephens and H. M. Chichester.—Articles in
" Dictionary of National Biography" on the
notorious Col. Dcspard and the much caluminated
Sir Hudson Lowe, both formerly of the 50th.
18921895.—" The Queen's Own Gazette Almanack." Copies
are still preserved in the British Museum Library.
1895. Col. A. E. Fyler.—" The History of the 50th or (The
Queen's Own) Regiment to 1881," col. plates, maps
and plans.
1899. Anon.—Articles in " Navy and Army Illustrated," 11th
March and 5th August, illustrated with photo
graphs of 2nd Bn.
1900 H M. Chichester and G. BurgesShort.—Chapter in
" Records and Badges of the British Army."
Similar brief histories of the regiment are included
in W. Richard's " Her Majesty's Army" (3 vols.
18861892) and Maj. J. H. LawrenceArcher's "The
British Army" (1888).
1903. John Stirling.—Chapter on the 2nd Bn. in " Our Regi
ments in South Africa, 18991902."
1905. R. de M. Rudolf (Ed.).—Pamphlet outlining the regi
ment's services. (H.M.S.O.)
1906 Walter Wood (as told to).—Chapter in " Survivors' Tales
of Great Events " relating to Sikh War experiences.
1909. Col. J. Bonhote.—" Historical Records of the West Kent
Militia," col. and other plates. Relates to 3rd and
4th Bns. of the Regiment.
1913. Lt.Col. J. J. Anderson, C.B., K.H.—" Recollections of a
Peninsular Veteran," portrait.
1919
Lt.Col. H. A. Waring. D.S.O.—" A Short History of the
Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment)." Com
piled for the use of the 1st Bn., then stationed at
Gravesend.
1920. Anon.—"A Short History of the Queen's Own (Royal
West Kent Regiment)," col. plate. (Aldershot.)
1921.—" Soldiers Died in the Great War. 191419." Part 53
(H.M.S.O.).
1921. H. J., Wenyon and H. S. Brown.—" The History of the
8th Bn., The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regi
ment, 191419," illustrations and maps. Printed for
private circulation.
1923 Maj C. V. Molony.—" ' Invicta,' with the 1st Bn., The
Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment in the
Great War," illustrations and maps.
1924 C T. Atkinson.—" The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment, 191419," portraits and maps. 629 pp.
1933. Capt. H. N. Edwards.—" A Short Record of the Colours
of The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment."
Reprinted from " The Queen's Own Gazette."
Profusely illustrated. (Maidstone.)

Capt. R. O. Russell.—" History of the 11th (Lewisham)
Bn., The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment,
191418," illustrations.
Anon.—Article on the Regiment in " United Services
Review," June 10th, 1937.
Michael Joseph.—" The Sword in
the Scabbard."
Author served in 9th Bn.
Brig. N. S. Whitty, D.S.O.—Article on the Regiment in
" Our Empire Today." February, 1947.
J. Paine.



HOME COUNTIES BRIGADE
GOLF MEETING, 1949
The first Home Counties Brigade Golf Meeting took place
at Littlestone, Kent, on 2nd April, attended by nineteen officers
from the seven regiments of the Home Counties Brigade, a
number of whom spent the night before the meeting in Moore
Mess, Shorncliffe, with the First Battalion The Queen's Own
Royal West Kent Regiment, who is at present acting as the
Home Counties Brigade Training Battalion.
The meeting was favoured with glorious weather and in
the morning a singles Medal play competition over 18 holes
was played. The feature of this competition was good rounds
by Col. A. MerlottChitty, late R.W.K., and Maj. D. Montgomery.
Buffs, both of whom returned a score of 73, two under the
scratch score for the course. The former was declared the
ultimate winner with the best score over the last nine holes.
After lunch, in the club house, the meeting was concluded
with 18 holes of Regimental Foursomes against bogey. On
account of a strong wind, which had by now arisen, competitors
found conditions far from easy and the ultimate winners were
Lt.Col. J. Crookenden. D.S.O.. and Maj. D. Montgomery (Buffs),
who finished five
down. While Col. A. MerlottChitty and
Lt.Col. A. Martyn (R.W.K.) were runnersup with a score of
six down.
The Regimental placings for the whole meeting, based on
the combined scores returned in the two competitions, were
calculated to be as follows:—
,
1. Buffs and R.W.K.
3. Middlesex Regiment.
4. Royal Fusiliers.
5. East Surrey Regiment.
No representatives from the Queen's and Royal Sussex
Regiments were able to take part in the meeting.
During tea, the prizes were presented to the winners by
Maj.Gen J. F. Harter, D.S.O.. M.C., Representative Colonel ol
the Brigade.
In a short speech. General Harter thanked all those officers
present for helping to make the meeting such a great success
and he concluded by saying that it was hoped to make the
meeting an annual affair. He asked that anybody who had
ideas as to how the meeting might he run in future years,
should send them to O.C., 1 R.W.K., with a view to their dis
cussion at his next Colonel's Conference in the autumn. The
main question turned on the desirability or otherwise of hold
ing the meeting nearer London.
Those taking part in the meeting were as follows: —
Buffs :
Lt.Col. J. Crookenden, D.S.O.
Maj. D. Montgomery.
Royal Fusiliers :
Maj.Gen. J. F. Harter, D.S.O., M.C.
Col. J. H. T. Mardell.
Lt.Col. G. L. Matthews, O.B.E., T.D.
Capt. W. Taylor:
Surreys :
Brig. G. R. P. Roupell, V.C.
Lt. P. Roupell.
Royal West Kent:
Col. A. MerlottChitty. D.S.O.
Lt.Col. A. Martyn.
Maj. A. R. Fyler.
Maj. C. H. Keenlyside.
Maj. R. C. W. Thomas, O.B.E.
Middlesex :
Brig. N. P. Procter, C.B.E., M.C.
Lt.Col. M. Crawford, D.S.O.
Lt.Col. N. G. Gilbert.
Maj. G. Lerwell, M.C.
Maj. R. C. H. Bellers.
Maj. A. E. D. Michell,
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Banking for
His Majesty's Forces

a/' /%. Cj$,b/au/

rsi //fie?

AT NO. 6 Pall Mall can be seen the original charter

granted by FieldMarshal Lord Ligonier t:o his private
secretary, Richard Cox, as Banker of the First Regiment
of Foot Guards. By 1815, Cox's had become Bankers,
Official Paymasters and Agents to the entire British
Household Brigade; the bulk of the Cavalry and Infantry
Regiments, the Royal Artillery and the Royal Wagon
Train — now the Royal Army Service Corps. Cox's
have also been Agents to the" Royal Air Force since its
inception. Lloyds Bank absorbed this historical connec
tion in 1923. A modern banking service is now provided
dealing in every type of business but the individual
attention to customers' banking requirements still remains
a distinctive feature.

LLOYDS BANK
LIMITED
(COX'S &

KING'S BRANCH)

ARMY AND
/Offices at or near all Army and
ROYAL AIR FORCE AGENTS / _CvQ J
Royal Air Force Centres
6 Pall Mall, S.W.I
in England and Wales
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NAGA-NAGA
It's a remarkable thing that the snakes are probably the
most feared of all creatures, yet anything told about them
arouses the utmost attention and indeed fascination. Perhaps
it is because of their fascination for us, that they have no legs
yet can deal death as surely and as swftly as the lord of the
jungle : can transfix you with that cold glittering eye wherein
no pity lies nor any human feeling whatsoever, or can
mesmerise with that sinuous grace of movement. It is certain
that however poor the language of the storyteller, a story
about snakes will toe sure to command interest aiid attention.
I have seen a group of hardboiled old soldiers, to whom nothing
is surprising, and who have reckoned to have seen and heard
all they want in this world, sit up and taken notice when the
subject of snakes is mooted. After all, who knows, perhaps
snakes arouse something of the primeval in us. In the oldest
story in the world the Master of Evil is depicted as a serpent.
Whenever I mention something about India, where I spent
some of my time, someone is almost bound to ask if it is true
that snakes are such a menace there. Well, I know that a very
large number of people are killed in India every year by
snakes, at least according to the statistics, but I can say that
though I spent ten or eleven years out there, I never actually
came across a case of snakebite—at least accidental. I say
accidental because I have seen a man bitten by a snake but
in this case it was entirely his own fault and the result of
rash bravado. We used to he visited in Poona by a wandering
snakecharmer periodically who went by the nickname ol
" Bombay Charlie." He was of the usual type, a lowcaste
Hindu of the upcountry class with a certain facility for
dexterous manipulation of his " golliegollie "—a coloured pea
under a series of walnut shells, and certainly a remarkable
aptitude for catching the biggest cobras ever seen outside a
zoo. We had often asked him to shew us a socalled " white "
cobra, which we had had reports of, but had so far never set
eyes on. Cobras are usually yellowybrown, and the " white "
cobra is a rarity more remarkable for its dirty greyness than
otherwise. All, however, have the pair of spectacles on the
back of the neck. In due time Charlie turned up, and after
the usual patter about " hurra bucksheesh," produced the
biggest and dirtiest looking serpent I have ever seen. We gave
a gasp as coil after coil of snake was produced from the brown
wicker basket until there, in the dust of the compound, was
fully nine feet of "white" cobra. A most evillooking snake
he was, too ! ! Charlie sat opposite, crosslegged and intent
on charming the cobra with his pipe and soon had a quarter
of its length reared in the air and swaying to and fro, to the
music. One of our lads, long enough in the country to know
better, being behind the snake, bent down and tried' to pull
its tail and thus jerk its coils from under it, but before he
could touch it and with a hiss like an escape of steam, the
cobra swayed and struck hack, catching Read in the forearm.
I shall never forget the look of amazement and consternation
with which Read regarded his arm before suddenly passing out
like a light ! ! Luckily, and of course, in complete compliance
with Cantonement Orders, Charlie had removed the cobra's fangs
before bringing it along, but Read had a very healthy respect
for snakes ever after.
Snakes as a general rule will not touch you unless you
touch them, accidentally or otherwise—they fear us as we fear
them. They instinctively recoil from any position where they
may be trodden on. Watch a snake disturbed in a room and
it will immediately go to the wall where the utmost protection
from the angle of the wall and the floor is afforded. They fear
a stick which is by far the best weapon to use when dealing
with them; one smart blow across the hack will usually
immobilise them and enable them to be killed with least danger.
Once I slept on a small snake all night, and did not know
it until in the halflight of the dawn when my companion
was folding his blankets he happened to pull back my ground
sheet revealing a snake of unknown variety, about three feet
long. It was torpid with the cold and had evidently crept
under the tent flap, and under my groundsheet, upon which
I was lying, and had endeavoured to extract some warmth
from me. We kicked it out of the tent and broke its back. For
some days after it was noted that I gave my blankets a thorough
inspection before turning in. At this same camp, some little
distance off, by a grove of casuarinas trees, was a small ruined
temple dedicated to some Hindu deity. Before it was a small
lake, about the size of half a cricket field,
and this was a
favourite place of mine just before sundown. I used to go there
to watch the snakes swimming in the lake. Very often I would
surprise one swimming, its head just out of the water, and

making an arrowlike parting on the surface. A few judiciously
thrown stones would panic the swimmer and he would make
for the bank where we would usually manage to despatch him.
Yes, snakes can swim very well, and 1 remember once, when my
regiment was engaged in marching 168 miles to its next
station that I had this fact forcibly brought to my notice. It
was the usual practice to break camp before dawn, breakfast,
be well on the road before sunup, and march all day until
late afternoon. Meanwhile, the advance party had gone ahead
to set out the campsite, and if possible this was located near
a tank or a well, so that we could wash and bathe off the dust
of the day's march. On this particular occasion, the camp
was sited near a large and deep well, the walls of which were
lined with big stones so that it was easy to get into or out
of the water. One large stone was used as a platform for
diving, and soon one or two, including myself, were thoroughly
enjoying ourselves. Coming up from a deep dive, I got the
shock of my life to see a large green and black snake swimming
between me and another bather. I don't know who was the
more frightened, the snake or us. but we didn't wait to find
out. and I think I must have broken the record for getting out
of that well amid the encouraging yells of those who were
looking on.
A similar experience happened to me whilst bathing in the
Bay of Bengal on the Coromandei Coast opposite Fort St.
George. Madras. In this instance, however, the reptile was a
seasnake or strictly speaking of the species of brilliantly
coloured eels which are to be found in these waters. These
eels are highly coloured specimens with the tail flattened
to
act as a rudder, and they swim with astonishing speed. One
swam between me and another fellow and to tell the truth
neither of us made much ado about it at the time. About a
week or so later. I happened to go, one Sunday morning, along
the Marina which is a broad drive running along the coast
from Georgetown to Mylapore, Madras. It was beginning to
warm up in the sticky way it has on the Cormandel Coast—
the sea was a beautiful ultramarine and my impression of that
Sunday walk was one of outstanding colour—blue sea. white
surf, yellow sands, green palms and the red of the many fine
buildings bordering the Drive. However, to dodge the heat
and at the same time indulge my curiosity, I went into the
Aquarium, which, incidentally, is the finest
I have ever seen.
A beautiful white building on the seaward side of the Drive,
with probably the best collection of tropical fish
in Asia.
Entering one room lined with tanks, I saw a number of richly
hued seasnakes balancing on their tails in the still water and
despite their colour, rather gruesome to look at. I immediately
recognised them as fellows to the one I had encountered in
the sea nearby. Imagine my feelings to read on a strip pasted
near the tank, " These seasnakes are indigenous to the local
waters of the Coromandei. They are venomous, and their bite
more dangerous than that of most landsnakes " ! 1
Due south of Madras, about midway between that city and
Ceylon, lies Negapatan, which literally means City of Snakes,
Naga being the word for snake. Many of the'natives are
devotees of the snakegod Kala, and on the lingam stone in
front of their villages around that district and elsewhere is a
crude impression of a hooded cobra. They will not suffer any
snake to be killed, and in some parts keep a snake in what
we irreverently called a "godbox," and treat it as an object
of veneration, whether the particular snake is a dreaded cobra
or some other species. I was told one day that a snake was
being kept in one of these small stone replicas of temples, which
we called " godboxes " and thought I'd have a look at it, but
the priest would not let me near enough to see what species
it was. Perhaps it was just as well, for I discovered afterwards
that it was a Hamadryad or King Cobra, and one snake which
will attack without provocation. It was quite free to come
out but seldom, if ever, did. being plentifully supplied with
all its needs, amongst which was milk, of which cobras are
particularly fond. Whether or not these snakeworshippers
remove the fangs of any snakes they keep. I have never been
able to find
out. This removal is usually effected in this
manner. The snake is put into a large box or enclosed space,
and kept without food for a time until it is in a particularly
aggressive mood. It is then provoked until it rears and begins
to strike. A large cloth is flashed at is head and the snake
attacks this again and again until all its venom is expended
on the cloth. Then it is grasped by the back of the neck and
the two fangs removed. Care must afterwards be taken to see
that two more are not grown in place of the originals, as has
sometimes happened. Perhaps it would not be out of place
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as an interpreter, we asked the native what kind of a snake it
was. He replied that he did not know, but that for some part
of the year it was alive in one half and dead or torpid in the
other, that it had a head at each end, and was nearly always
asleep. On closer inspection we found that it was more like
a giant greyish worm with a rounded head and lidless eyes
and in truth did have a head at either end. One end was
awake, at least it eyes were open, and the other end seemed
lifeless. Now you may find
this hard to believe, but it is
true nonetheless, but of course whether a freak or a native
hoax, I cannot say. I have often sought information on this
particular snake, but have never got to the bottom of the
mystery. Which, after all, is like life in that enigma of a
country—India—where the utterly commonplace rubs shoulders
with the utterly incredible.

here to state that a venomous snake has two large hollow teeth
at each side of its jaws, which are connected by a canal with
two sacs in the upper part of the head, containing venom.
On striking, the snake sinks these teeth into its victim and the
force of the blow drives the poison down the teeth and into
the wound. This knowledge will enable anyone to differentiate
between the bites of a nonpoisonous snake and a poisonous
one, for the marks in the first case will all shew even, whereas
in the second, they will shew even between two larger punctures,
one at either end.
In conclusion, I would like to mention something about
a mystery snake which I saw being carried across the forearm
of a native one day. We were encamped on the PoonaNasik
road at a place called Moshi. and one evening I and a few
others encountered this native carrying the snake in that rather
queer and unorthodox manner. Calling one of the camp followers

J. R. FENWICK.

CAREERS
RECRUITMENT

FOR

On 1st April, 1948, the control of the fire services in Great
Britain was transferred to the Councils of Counties and County
Boroughs, although in some cases County Boroughs have com
bined with Counties or other County Boroughs to form
brigades.
The need for firemen
recruits in the respective brigades
varies considerably throughout the country. Some Brigades
are well below strength, whilst others have no vacancies at
the moment, but will probably need recruits in the near
future.
Firefighting has always made an appeal to men who like
the idea of public service and who prefer a life of action,
with some promise of excitement and adventure, to work at
an office desk. The profession of fireman
suits those who are
of an athletic type, who have an aptitude for the handling
and care of mechanical equipment and who like a disciplined
community life.
DUTIES
Fires are of great variety and of individual interest, and
the fireman
must learn, largely from experience, the technique
for fighting fires
in risks of all sorts—factories, mills, ware
houses. theatres, hospitals, houses of many kinds, forests, hay
stacks, oil installations, and so forth.
In addition to the work of extinguishing fire, the fireman
is trained to prevent it, advising on fire precautions which will
render an outbreak unlikely and which, should it occur, will
minimise its effect.
He may also be called upon to carry out many forms of
rescue work—to extricate persons buried under a collapsed
building or trapped under a vehicle in a street accident, or to
bring out workmen overcome by ammonia or other noxious
fumes or gases, or to aid persons caught in moving machinery
or in lift accidents or to rescue animals that, owing to accident,
are in distress.
In addition, a fireman
has work to do at his station, carry
ing out training exercises, keeping fit, testing and maintaining
his equipment, etc. But these duties will leave him leisure
time which he will he able to occupy, if he chooses, in study
ing the science of his profession or broadening his knowledge
in other ways, or in gam'ss or hobbies or other pursuits which
appeal to him.
A Fire Service College is maintained for the higher train
ing of officers in the principles of fire fighting
and fire protec
tion, and where they also receive a grounding in building
construction, hydrauiics, engineering, electricity and other
sciences which have application to the profession of firemen.
QUALIFICATIONS FOR APPOINTMENT
A candidate for appointment must be a British subject by
birth or naturalisation, of good character, physically fit, not
less than 19 or more than 31 years of age. and preferably under
25; normally he must be at least 5 ft. 7 ins. in height, with a
chest measurement at least 36 ins. with 2 ins. expansion. Before
enrolment every recruit will have to pass a medical examina
tion by a doctor nominated by the Fire Authority, and there
will he educational and strength tests.
TRAINING
After enrolment, recruits will receive a course of training
in the general duties of a fireman,
in the use of Fire Service
appliances and equipment, in rescue work, and in first aid.

FIRE

BRIGADES

CONDITIONS OF SERVICE
The scale of pay for a Wnoletime fireman
who has attained
the age of 20 years commences at 105 shilling a week, rising
after two years to 108 shillings and then by annual increments
of 3s. a week to 132 shillings a week. On promotion to the next
rank (Leading Fireman) a fireman
is paid on a scale rising,
also by increments of 3s. a week, from 127 shillings to 145
shillings a week, and for the next rank (SubOfficer) the scale
is 150 shillings, rising by the same increments to 165 shillings.
In certain cases, free quarters are provided with or without
free fuel and light, but all firemen
not granted free quarters
are entitled to a supplementary allowance additional to their
pay, which in the case of a married fireman
is equal to the
actual amount paid in rent and rates for unfurnished accom
modation up to certain specified maximum limits. As a guide
to the supplementary allowances payable, the maximum limits
for the Metropolitan Area and the County of Kent are set out
below:—
Metropolitan Area. County of Kent.
Married fireman
and
Leading Fireman ..
35s. weekly
30s. weekly
Single men are entitled to a fiat rate supplementary allow
ance equal to half the maximum limit payable to married men,
i.e.. 17s. 6d. per week in the Metropolitan Area and 15s. per
week in the County of Kent.
A fireman
who is incapacitated for duty by either sickness
or injury, not due to his own fault, may receive full pay while
on sick leave (less National Health Insurance payments he
may be entitled to receive).
There is a complement of higher posts in the Service,
including operational posts carrying salaries of £475 to £950
a year or more, with salaries of over £1,000 a year for the
highest posts. Practically all the senior posts in Brigades are
filled by men who have risen from the ranks, and there are
excellent prospects of promotion to wellpaid posts for the
keen, welleducated fireman
who has the qualities of a leader.
The normal duty system is a 60hour week with alternat
ing weeks of day and night shifts, with two days rota leave
each week.
A fireman
receives three weeks' annual leave with full pay.
There is an increased leave scale for officers.
Recruits will receive full pay, and at residential training
schools, free board and accommodation whilst under training.
A fireman
of 20 years of age and over is covered by the
Firemen's Pension Scheme, 1948, which provides for the pay
ment of a pension if he is permanently disabled, an illhealth
award or pension if he is forced to resign on account of ill
health. and an ordinary pension after completing 25 years'
service. A fireman
who retires at the age of 55 with not less
than 30 years' service is entitled to a pension of twothirds of
his pensionable pay at the date of his retirement. A fireman
may retire at any time after 25 years' service with a pension
of not less than half of his pensionable pay.
Firemen of 20 years of age and over are required to pay
from the beginning of their service contributions towards the
pension scheme equal to approximately 5 per cent, of their
pensionable pay.
An applicant for enrolment should apply to the Chief
Officer of the Brigade in which he wishes to serve. The address
of any Brigade may be obtained on application to the Chief
Officer of any other Brigade.
Applications for the County of Kent Fire Brigade must be
sent to the County Fire Officer, County Fire Headquarters.
"Godlands," Tovil. Maidstone, Kent.
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BRANCH

Well, once again I put my pen to paper and record our
Branch doings for another month. By the time this insertion
has gone to press we will have had our first
Annual Dinner
since the last world war, so I am al'raid I cannot report on it
until the next issue of " The Q.O.G."
Unfortunately, the Colonel of the Regiment will not attend
owing to the fact that he will be out of London on duty, but
we hope that Colonel Palmer and Lt.Col. Eason will be
attending.
We held our monthly meeting on Friday, April 29th, at
our H.Q., as usual. We had quite a good attendance and all
money was collected for the Dinner. The Secretary had been
lucky to obtain another 20 tickets for the Royal Tournament
for Thursday evening, June 30th, so those that require them,
had better hurry up and claim them; tickets are 7/ each and
will get almost a front seat view, as we did last year.
Mr. Protz. our old hardworking member, kindly presented
a very nice ash tray to be raffled, and the proceeds to go to
the Sports Fund; this brought in the sum of 14/ and was
won by Brig.Gen Price, who gladly returned it to be raffled
again; well done, General.
Well, this, I am afraid, will be all till next time, when I
shall be reporting on the first
Annual Dinner since the last
world war.
W. A. Cole.
MAIDSTONE BRANCH

Owing to being on the sick list for a couple of weeks 1
must apologise for not sending any Branch news for April.
All those who attended the anniversary dinner on March
17th were very enthusiastic over the huge success.
On reading the list of serving Officers, one is struck at the
repetition of names of those who served 50 years ago, more or
less—Brock Buckle, Keenlyside, Martyn and Waring.
Col Brock was O.C., 1st Bn., 189798; Maj. Buckle was
Adjt., 2nd Bn., South Africa, afterwards " The Galloping Major "
of B Coy., 1st Bn., 191314; Capt. Keenlyside was O.C., A Coy.,
191314; Brig. A. W. Martyn was O.C., " F," 2nd Bn., Dublin,
Chatham, Alexandria and South Africa; Lt.Col. Waring was
Adjt., Depot and 3rd Bn., 19121915; and now their sons are
keeping up the old tradition—" Up the Blues." Maj. B. Pond
is the son of an old C/Sgt.
I am not certain if the Maj. M. R. L. Grove is a relation of
Brig. E. A. Grove, who commanded the 2nd Bn., 18961901 ?
Good luck to them all.
Many members of the Branch heard with regret the death
of Brig. p. M. Robinson and extend their sympathy to his
widow and relatives.
'
'
" Gnat."
SHORNCLIFFE AND DISTRICT

Firstly, I must say how sorry I am that there was no
correspondence in the March issue of " The Q.O.G.," owing to
our scribe, " Cushy" Waters, being sick. I am glad to say
that Mrs. Waters has informed me he is now much better, and
hopes to he with us again at our next meeting.
Thursday, March 17th, St. Patrick's night, was a " red
letter " night for the Branch, for by the kind permission of
Lt.Col. A. Martyn, Cmd. 1st Bn.. " The Queen's Own," a very
successful dance was held in Napier Barracks Gymnasium.
The Gym. was prepared and decorated for' us by Capt.
O'Dell. M.M., and his band of willing helpers, to all of whom
we offer our best thanks. The Regimental Dance Band was In
attendance, under the Bandmaster, and we are very grateful
also to them for the way they helped to make the dance a
success it was.
Thanks are due to the Committee—Mr. J. Haley, M.C.,
D.C.M., Mr. P. Cook, Mr. E. Elvy, and especially to Maj. (Q.M.)
B. A. Pond. M.B.E., for the very great amount of help he put
in on our behalf; also to the other helpers who gave their
support.
The monthly meeting was held in the Regimental Room,
Ross Barracks, on Wednesday, 23rd March, 1949; fourteen were
present, including R.S.M. S. Stephens, C.S.M. C. Benn, Sgt. R.
Dowsing, to whom the Chairman extended a very hearty
welcome, also we were pleased to welcome amongst us Lt.Col.
A. Martyn; it is really very gratifying to have with us these
serving members, and we look forward to having them with
us on many future occasions.

Owing to the success of the dance, it was pronosed by
Mr. G. Ackland and seconded by Mr. P. Cook that we hold '&
social evening on Wednesday. 27th April. 1949 in the
Risborough Barracks N.A.A.F.I.. if possible; this was carried.
A Committee was formed for this event consisting of our Chair
man, Lt.Col. F. K. Theobald, R.S.M. S. Stephens. Sgt R
Dowsing and Mr. E. Elvy.
0 am s01Ty t0 reP°rt that one of our members is in hospital.
Mr. C. Cutter, M.M., we wish him a speedy recovery to health
and hope to see him with us again before long.
It is hoped to open up the' Branch at Deal again in the
near future
The members living in that area have been
notified of this, and I am awaiting their replies on the matter.
Our next meeting will be on Wednesday. 20th Aorll, 1949,
in the Regimental Room, Ross Barracks, at 7.30 p!m. This
will be our Annual General Meeting, when the election ol
Officers will take place; a very hearty welcome is extended to
any serving member who wishes to attend, also any member
of the Regt. who may see this article; we will make vou all
welcome.
Best wishes to all P. and P. members from Shornclifie
Branch.
> sticks " Elvy, Hon. Sec..
Shorncliffe and District Branch.
Hello, folks ! this is Shorncliffe Branch, once again send
ing a report on the activities for the month of April.
On Wednesday. 20th April, we held our Annual General
Meeting at Ross Barracks, which included the election ol
Officers and Committee for 1949, which resulted as follows:
President. Lt.Col. A. Martyn; Chairman, Lt.Col. F. K. Theobald
ViceChairman, Mr. J. Hayley. M.C., D.C.M.; Secretary and
Treasurer. Mr. E. Elvy, Auditor, Mr. J. Waters.
An Executive Committee was elected, the members being
Lt.Col. F. Theobald, Mr. E. Elvy, R.S.M. S. Stephens and Sgt
R. Dowsing.
1 am glad to state that Mr. C. Cutter, M.M., Is now out of
hospital; we hope he will now continue to make continued
progress, and that we shall see him again at our meetings.
On Wednesday evening, 27th Anril, we held a social even
ing in Risborough Barracks N.A.A.F.I., which was enjoved by
all who attended. I am very happy to offer to all members of
the Regiment, who did so much for us on this occasion, the
heartfelt thanks and appreciation of the members of Shorn
cliffe Branch, not forgetting the fatigue party who worked so
hard to get the place decorated for this occasion.
We were very pleased to welcome amongst us Lt.Col. A.
Martyn, Maj. B. A. Pond, M.B.E., Maj. Grimshaw and Capt
O'Dell, M.M., together with R.S.M. S. Stephens, with some
members of the Sgts'. Mess.
All present very much enjoyed and appreciated the two
monologues given by Capt. O'Dell, M.M.
During the evening our Chairman asked Lt.Col. A. Martyn
if he would kindly present a brooch to Mrs. E. Elvy on behalf
of the Branch. This the Colonel was very pleased to do, and
with a few remarks made this presentation on behalf of us all.
and stated it was a very pleasing first dutv as President. Mrs!
Elvy thanked the President and members for their kindness
in presenting her with this gift.
Best wishes to all P. and P. members from Shornclifie
(See Page 80 for 7th Battalion 1939-48 Reunion).
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WILL. TAKE PLACE ON

Sunday, July 24th, 1949
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Laying of Wreaths on Cenotaph
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Maidstone
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(By kind permission of Lt.-Col. A. MARTYN and Officers of
The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment)
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-
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Maidstone, not later than Monday, 11th July, 1948

The Band will play during the Afternoon
Side Shows will be held on the Sports Ground
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invited

to attend,

but

owing to limited accommodation this invitation must be

limited to the wives and widows of

The

those who have served in the Regiment.
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The Queen's Own Past & Present Association,
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The Barracks, Maidstone
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HOME COUNTIES AREA.
"Quo Fas et Gloria Ducunt."
BATTLE HONOURS BORNE ON THE REGIMENTAL COLOUR :
The Sphinx, superscribed "Egypt."
"Vlmiera," "Oorunna." "Almaraz." "Vlttoria," "Pyrenees." "Nive."
"Orthes,"
"Peninsula."
"Punnlar,"
"Moodkee.^
'Ferozeshah," "Aliwal," "Sobraon," "Alma," "Inkerman," "Sevastopol," "Lucknow," "New Zealand," "Egypt. 1882."
"Nile. 188485." "South Africa, 190002," Afghanistan. 1919."

Mons."

"Ypres.

1914,

'15,

BATTLE HONOURS BORNE ON THE BUNG'S COLOUR :
'17, '18,* "Hill 60," "Somme, 1916, '18," "Vimy, 1917," "Italy, 1917, '18," "Gallipoll, 1915.'
" Gaza," " Defence of Kut A1 Almara," "Sharqat."

THE GREAT WAR BATTLE HONOURS—18 BATTALIONS :
Mons," "Le Cateau," "Retreat from Mons," "Marne. 1914." "Aisne, 1914," "La Bassee, 1914," Messines, 1914, '17."
"Frezenberg."
"Loos,"
"Somme,
1916,
'18,"
'Ypres, 1914. '15 '17, 18." "Hill 60." "Gravenstavel." "St. Julien,"
"FlersCourcelette,"
"Morval,"
"Thlepval."
'Albert, 1916, '18," "Bazentin," "Delville Wood," "Pozieres," "Guillemont."
'1.8."
"Vimy,
1917,"
"Scarpe,
1917."
"Oppy,"
'Le Transloy," "Ancre Heights," "Ancre, 1916. '18." Arras,"'1917,
"Pilckem." "Langemarck, 1917." "Menin Road." "Polygon Wood." "Broodseinde," "Passchendoele," "Cambral, 1917, '18"
"St. Quentin," "Rosieres," "Avre," Vlllers Bretonneux." "Lys,"' "Hazebrouck," "Kemmel," "Amiens," "Bapaume. 1918,"
Quentin
Canal,"
"Courtral,"
"Selle,"
"Sambre.1
"Hindenburg
Line."
"Epehy,"
"Canal
du
Nord," "St.
"France and Flanders, 191418," "Italy, 1917, '18," "Suvla." "Landing at Suvla," "Scimitar Hill," "Gallipoll, 1915,"
' Rumani,"
"Egypt,
191516,"
"Gaza,"
"El Mughar," "Jerusalem," "Jericho." "Tell 'Asur," "Palestine, 1917, '18"
"Defence of Kut A1 Amara," "Sharqat," "Mesopotamia, 191518."

Editorial
REUNION—SUNDAY, 24th JULY, 1949
Have you ordered your Buffet Lunch Ticket ? ?
Full details concerning: the Reunion will be
found on the next pag:e.

DATES TO NOTE
20th—25th JULY—
Regimental Tent: Maidstone Cricket Week.
24th JULY—
Reunion: Maidstone.

COLONEL OF THE REGIMENT
The private address of Maj.General W. P. Oliver,
C.B., O.B.E., is now: —
Old Curteis, Biddenden, Kent.

ARMY BOXING CHAMPIONSHIPS
We regret that the information concerning the winning
of the Army Boxing Championships by the 1st Battalion
did not reach us in time to be put into print in our May
issue. We did, however, place a roneod slip in each copy
of the Gazette, and hope that it reached all our subscribers
safely.
ANNIVERSARIES
Telegrams of greetings were despatched to the Depots
of The Buffs, The Royal Fusiliers and The Middlesex
Regiments on the 16th May, on the anniversary of the
Battle of Albuhera.
A telegram of greetings was also sent to The Depot
The Queen's Royal Regiment on the anniversary of " The
Glorious First of June."

27th—28th JULY—
Regimental Cricket: v. The Buffs, on Depot Ground.
29th—30th JULY—
Regimental Cricket: v. Band of Brothers, on Depot
Ground.
CONTEMPORARIES
The Editor acknowledges
following Journals: —
Dragon
Globe and Laurel
Tank
Snapper
St. George's Gazette
Borders Chronicle
R.A.O.C. Journal
Firm
H.L.I. Chronicle
Royal Fusiliers Chronicle
Manchester Gazette

with thanks receipt of the
Sapper
R.A.S.C. Journal
A.C.C. Journal
Royal Engineers
Eagle
The Wire
K.S.L.I. and Hereford L.I.
Sprig of Shillelagh
Wish Stream
British Legion Journal
Our Empire
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11TH ANNUAL REUNION
MEMORIAL SERVICE PARADE—24th JULY, 1949
11.30 a.m. Parade—
The " Fall in " will be sounded. All ranks will form up
in Close Column of Battalions in line facing South.
Officers will parade with their respective Units. The
Senior Officer will take command
Right markers and Unit Notice Boards will be in
position in the following order: —
Branch and Battalion Standard Bearers:
Depot
1st Battalion
2nd Battalion
4th Battalion
5th Battalion
6th Battalion
7th Battalion
8th Battalion
9th Battalion
10th Battalion
11th Battalion
12th Battalion
20th London
Home Guard
Members who have served in more than one will
decide with which unit they will parade.
The Officer Commanding Regimental Depot will com
mand the Parade
The Colonel of the Regiment, MajorGeneral W. P.
Oliver, C.B., O.B.E., will inspect the Parade, commencing at
11.30 a.m.

11.55 a.m. March Off—
The Parade, headed by the Band and Drums, will move
in column of route, order of march as above, to Brenchley
Gardens. Route: Sandling Road, Station Road.
On arrival at Brenchley Gardens, the Parade will be
led by guides to form three sides of a square, facing the
Regimental Cenotaph. Units will halt and turn inwards in
" threes " and stand at ease.
His Worship The Mayor of Maidstone and Members
of the Corporation are attending.
The Officer Commanding Regimental Depot will call
the Parade to "Attention."
The "Last Post" will be
sounded, a two minutes silence observed followed by
" Reveille." Wreaths will then be laid on the Regimental
Cenotaph.

12.20 p.m. March to Church
Route: Faith Street, Week Street, High Street, Mill
Street.
On arrival at the Church, Standard Bearers, Depot, 2nd
Bn., 5th Bn., 7th Bn., 11th Bn. and Home Guard will enter
the Church by the north entrance and will be conducted to
their seats on that side of the Church.
The remaining units will enter the Church by the south
entrance and will occupy seats on that side of the Church.
Branch Standard Bearers will form up in pairs behind
the Font, leaving room for the Mayor's procession to pass
and will move up to the Altar when the Vicar will receive
the Standards and place them near the Altar.

Standards will be returned to the Bearers on completion
of the Service.
Front seats will be reserved for His Worship the Mayor
of Maidstone and party, for ladies and Officers in uniform.
The Service will commence at 12.30 p.m.
The form of Service will be issued to all members in
the Church.
The dedication of the new Standard of the Deptford
and District Branch will take place during the course
of the Service.

12.50 p.m. Parade Outside Church in
Mill Street—
After the Service, members are requested to leave the
Church, commencing from the front pew, and return to Mill
Street by the same route that they entered.
The Band and Markers will be in position in Mill
Street, and units will form up in column of " Threes " in
the reverse order facing High Street.
Route: High Street. Pudding Lane, Museum Street,
Sandling Road.

March Past—
On arrival in Barracks, the Colonel of the Regiment
will take the Salute on the Barracks' Square.
The Officer Commanding each Bn. will give the com
mand " Eyes Right" and he alone will salute or remove
headdress.
Units will march past and be dismissed independently
by the Officers Commanding.
Ladies wishing to attend the Service in All Saints'
Church should proceed independently in time to be seated
by 12.25 p.m.

Meals—
A Buffet Lunch will be provided at a cost of 3/ per
head. Members are requested to notify their requirements
to their Local Branch Representatives. Tickets may also
be obtained on application to Hon. Secretary, Regimental
Headquarters, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regi
ment, The Barracks, Maidstone. Cash should accorriDany
the order. No applications for tickets will be considered
after the 15th July, 1949.
Tea.—A Buffet Tea will be available.

Music—
The Band will play during the afternoon.

Amusements—
During the course of the afternoon various sideshows,
including Punch and Judy, Miniature Range, etc., will be
available to keep both old and young amused.
Finally the Band and Drums will beat " Retreat."
C. H. KEENLYSIDE, Major,
Commanding Depot.
The Queen's Own R. W. K. Regt.
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Social and Personal

Honours and Awards

We had a visit from Lt.Col. Macklin on 26th May. He
left on 27th and it was his intention to travel by car from
Dunkirk to Vienna. We hope he made the journey safely, and
that he has now recovered from the cold from which he was
suffering.

The King has been pleased to grant unrestricted permission
for the wearing of the following decoration, which has been
conferred on the undermentioned in recognition of dis
tinguished services in the cause of the Allies: —

*

*

*

*

*

Maj. Fyler informs us that he met many officers at the
Army Boxing Finals at Aldershot. He describes the Tournament
as " a great night." Among those whom he saw at Aldershot
were Lt.Col. Howard of the R.A.S.C.. who commenced his
career in our 2nd Bn.: Capt. Beaumont. R.W.K., Army School
of P.T.; Maj. Bredon, Lt.Col. Heygate, Maj. Grove and scores
of exOther Ranks of the Regiment.
Capt. Maynard paid us several visits during the month.
Like Maj. Love and Capt. Stitt, who live almost on our door
step, he hasn't far to travel.
*

*

*

*

*

Maj. BoothTucker, in a letter from M.E.L.F., writes : " 1
lunched with Basil Clay at Fayid last Saturday and he gave me
lots of news. I tried to get a Regimental Dinner going for
June 10th but failed because we are all so dispersed and trans
port is very tight. Jackson (F. L.), Manners. Spurr, Fitzpatrick.
Easten and Pullen are all in Egypt and I see them fairly often.
We will, however, send you a cable to the Mayfair."
On May 24th two exmembers of the 2nd Bn. visited Regi
mental Headquarters—Mr. Skelton (6344639). who is now
employed in the Post Office in Norwich, and Mr. Hook
(6095955), who is employed in a cement works at Northfleet.
Mr. (Nobby) Stone, who made his name as a boxer in the
1st Bn.. also paid us a visit. He owns a shop in Tovil on the
outskirts of Maidstone.
Col. Talbot, writing from New Zealand, says he ran into
R. J. C. Kenny the other day who has just retired in New
Zealand.
Col. Clay writes: " I got back last week from a most
interesting and enjoyable tour in M.E.L.F. and E.A.C.
" At Fayid I met BoothTucker, who gave me the enclosed
list of Officers of the 97th Foot, which he found on a recent
visit to Malta. I remember this book being presented to the
2nd Bn. Mess, I think by Bascule Edwards. B.T. asked me to
send it on to you for disposal.
" I also saw Spurr in Fayid and quite a lot of " Sunshine "
Craven in Nairobi. All of them are very fit and flourishing
and we had auite a reunion."
*

*

*

*

*

In a letter to Lt.Col. Fry. Lt.Col. Chaplin writes : " I was
very glad to get your letter when I was in hospital. It is the
first time I have been in hospital and I found it very dull, i
have now been out ten days. The back and head had healed
well. The splintered bone in the left foot is slowly concen
trating; but I have a plaster cast and iron frame on the leg.
so that I can hobble about. I hope to have the cast removed
in three weeks. I have asked to be sent, to U.K., but I expect
I shall have to wait for a replacement.
" Please remember me to Orchard and Snoad. Many an
innings have I opened with Orchard in the old 2nd Bn."
*

*

*

*

*

Lt.Col. A. W. McDonald. M.C.. who served with the 1st Bn.
in India for a number of years before " transferring " to the
R.A.S.C., paid us a surprise visit a few days' ago; he had been
living in South Africa for some time and is now residing in
Tunbridge Wells.

DECORATIONS CONFERRED BY HIS MAJESTY THE KING OF HELLENES

Distinguished Service Medal
No. 6022345 Cpl. (Actg.) Stanley William Henson, The
Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.

+

Promotions and Appointments
EXTRACTS FROM THE LONDON GAZETTE

REGULAR ARMY
Maj. R. S. Griffith (15174) retires on ret. pay, 17th May,
1949.
Capt. (War Sub. Maj.) D. W. Jackson (74678), to be Maj.,
7th May, 1949.
REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS
Maj. (Hon. Lt.Col.) R. O. Jermyn. O B.E. (28092), from
Soecial List (exInd. Army), ret. to be Maj., 22nd January, 1949,
retaining the hon. rank of Lt.Col.
Lt. D. E. Bushnell (370064). from Emerg. Commn.. to be
Lt., 1st January, 1949, and is granted the hon. rank of Capt.
Lt. S. D. Bowles (105128). from Emerg. Commn., to be Lt.
1st January, 1949.
SHORT SERVICE COMMISSION
Lt. Victor Frank Whitewood (376866). from Emerg. Commn.,
to be Lt., 1st April, 1949, with seniority 1st March, 1947.
EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS
Lt. G. L. Griffiths (379643) relinquishes his commn. on
account of disability, 4th May, 1949, and is granted the hon.
rank of Lt.
Lt. E. D. Giddings (3605300) relinquishes his commn., 6th
May. 1949. and is granted the hon. rank of Lt.
22059521. Cadet Timothy Geoi'ge Abell (400337). to be 2nd
Lt.. 5th March, 1949.
TERRITORIAL ARMY
Lt. Frederick John Bobby (186169). from S. Stafford R.
Emerg. Commn.. to be Lt., 18th February, 1949, with seniority
1st October, 1942.
2nd Lt. (Actg. Lt.) J. C. Jones (357829), to he Lt., 22nd
April, 1949, with seniority 29th July, 1948.
Lt. (Hon. Capt.) G. P. Stevens (203397), awarded the
Efficiency Medal (Territorial).
TERRITORIAL ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS
Capt. R. G. Fenwick (186275), from Active List, to be Capt.
26th November, 1948. retaining his present seniority.
Capt. C. C. Newington (7516), having exceeded the age
limit of liability to recall ceases to belong to T.A. Res. of Offrs.,
18th May, 1949, and is granted the hon. rank of Maj.
CORPS OF MILITARY POLICE
Lt. N. H. Coyle (90013), from R.W.K.. to be Lt., 12th January.
1949, retaining his present seniority.

4

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & DEATHS

4

MARRIAGES

POSITION VACANT
THE HOMES FOR BOYS. SWANLEY
A vacancy exists for a retired Warrant Officer and wife in
the Swanley Homes. Their task will be to look after a house
of not more than 25 boys. This includes cooking, mending,
etc. The Officer will assist in the maintenance of the build
ing and the organizing of boys' activities. A daily cleaner is
employed from 9—1 p.m. (except Sundays). Children are no
obstacle and boys can be educated at the Homes. One month's
holiday per year is given with ration money in lieu of board.
Salary £3/7/6 a week, plus full board and laundry.
Apply : The Farningham and Swanley Homes for Boys.
Hextable, Swanley, Kent.

MIEVILLE—KERR.—At All Saints' Church. Maidstone, on 23rd
May, 1949, Mr. Louis Philip Mieville, of Hillrise, Ashbourne,
Derbyshire, to Miss Janetta Marian Kerr, daughter of
Lt.Col. E. S. and Mrs. Kerr, of Wardens, Wateringbury.
DEATHS

MARTYN.—On May '24th, 1949. at Folkestone, Ethel Maud
Martyn. wife of Col. Anthony Wood Martyn. late Royal
West Kent Regiment. Cremation private at Charing. Kent.
No flowers, no letters, please.
THOMPSON.—Mr. W. D. Thompson, late 1st and 2nd Bns. of
the Regiment, at St. Stephen's Hospital, Greenwich, on
2nd June.
To the relatives of the deceased we tender our deepest
sympathy.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Dear Editor,
I have recently been to the Island of Leros, making some
research into the state of affairs there, and I enclose photos
of the graves of the only members of your Regiment who are
buried by name. There are a total of 180 British graves in
the Cemetery at Alinda Bay, and 93 are named. The
Q.O.R.W.K. Regt. has only eight named. The reason for this
is that the Germans took the identity discs, no doubt for "I"
purposes, and left the bodies to be buried by the Greeks, who
did a fine job of work.
The Cemetery is neat and well kept by a Mr. J. Dimitriades,
of Leros, who is the Hon. Custodian, and the Islanders are
very attentive to it. They cherish very happy memories of
us, and asked me to send their best wishes to your Regiment.
If I can be of any further use, please let me know, and
please convey my compliments to all who took part in the
battle, and in particular to Percy Flood, Archie Thatcher,
Bertie Fond, and" all those who were Kriegies at the notorious
Offlag 79.
I am, yours very sincerely,
R. J. Q. Ambrose. Capt.,
The Royal Irish Fusiliers.
[It is regretted that space does not permit publication or
the photographs. If any relative would care to have a photo
graph of the graves, will they kindly apply to the Editor.—Ed. ]
The following is a list of the photographs of the graves:
6344386 Pte. Chuter, J., 2/R.WJK., 16/11/43.
6757848 CDI. Gibbons, J. E.. 2/R.W.K., 16/11/43.
6344076 Pte. Hewett. G. H., 2/R.W.K.. 16/11/43.
6094576 Pte. Mitchem. R. A. J., 2/R.W.K.. 16/11/43.
6096123 Pte. Flovd, W. R., 2/R.W.K.. 16/11/43.
2032649 Pte. Acott, J. T. E.. 2/R.W.K.. 16/11/43.
6339148 C.S.M. Snooner, F. C.. 2/R.W.K., November, 1943.
138226 Lt. Morris, R., 2/R.W.K., November, 1943.
H.Q., R.B. Muenster,
110 H.Q., C.C.G. (B.E.).
B.A.O.R., 12.
Dear Colonel,
16th May, 1949.
Whilst driving from Brittany to Germany last week I
turned off at Lille to visit the area of Vieux Berguin, where
the 4th Bn. and part of the 1st were engaged at the end of
May, 1940.
I found the 191418 cemetery on the left of the road lead
ing from Vieux Berguin to the village of LamotteauxBois, it
was extremely well tended and contained the graves of the
following members of the Regiment, who were killed in 1940:
6346978 Pte. D. D. Black
6342808 Pte. A. H. T. Dunning.
6341954 L/Cpl. H. J. Wells.
6343184 Cpl. H. J. Theroux.
5494941 Pte. F. Lancaster.
6345664 Pte. H. J. Daniels.
6345794 Pte. E. W. Shilling.
6344402 Pte. J. T. Mills.
6345756 Pte. F. G. Carter.
6826487 Pte. E. A. W. Penn.
6343958 Pte. A. C. Clements.
6344579 Pte. A. W. Cage.
766932 Pte. G. J. Clay.
6465647 Pte. A. T. Baynes and two unknown members
of the Regiment.
I think this may be of interest to those members of the
Regiment who fought in the neighbourhood of Lamotte and
wondered what became of their comrades.
Yours sincerely,
Horace Taylor, Maj.
(Late 4/R.W.K.)
Imperial War Museum.
24th May, 1949.

Dear Sir,
I have read with interest the " Bibliography of The Queen's
Own Royal West Kent Regiment," which you reprinted from
" Notes and Queries " in the current issue of the " Gazette."
In order to complete further this list may I add the
following: —
1916 Adams, C.—Notes on the History of " The Queen's
Own" (Royal West Kent Regt.), late 50th1 and
97th Regts. (Hove.)
1945 Laverty (Lt.Col.), J. H.—The Queen's Own Royal
West Kent Regt. at Kohima, April, 1944. (4th Bn.)
In " The Army Quarterly," Vol. L. (Reprinted In
" Q.O.G.")

In addition there are many more articles in " The Queen's
Own Gazette " and references in various Division histories and
similar works.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for
continuing to send us " The Queen's Own Gazette."
Yours faithfully,
L. P. Yates Smith,
Librarian.
(Late 8th Bn., Q.O.R.W.K.)



FIRST BATTALION FAMILIES' GUILD
The second social evening organized by the Families' Guild
(new name for Wives' Club) took place at Shorncliffe on 13th
April attended by over sixty wives of all ranks of the Bn. At
the same time the members of the Families' Guild were
especially pleased to welcome four guests from other units in
the garrison.
The evening opened at 7.30 p.m. with a hilarious game of
musical chairs, which was won by Mrs.' Vilhaler, who received
a bottle of perfume for her gallant effort, which was presented
by Mrs. Jamieson, a member of the Wives* Guild Committee.
Then followed " 20 Questions," with four different volun
teer teams, with Sgt.Maj. Parkinson, R.A.E.C., acting as
questionmaster with great skill.
After this event refreshments were served by Mrs. Pond,
Mrs. Chapman, Mrs. Skelton and Mrs. Jamieson, all of whom
are members of the Committee.
After the interval, the everpopular " Housey Housey"
was played, organized by Sgt.Maj. Chapman and Sgt. Jamieson,
and a thoroughly enjoyable evening ended at 9.30 p.m.
During the evening a number of excellent raffles were
arranged as under: —
China Cake Plate, presented by Mrs. Abrams and won by
Mrs. Hore.
Tin of Plums and Tin of Sausages, presented by Mrs.
Grimshaw and won by Mrs. Fyler.
Eight Coloured Handkerchiefs, presented by Mrs. Read
and won by Mrs. Daniels.
Large Easter Egg, presented by Maj. Evans, 3 C.I.C., and
won by Mrs. Cash.
The evening concluded with hearty vote of thanks to mem
bers of the Committee, Capt. W. O'Dell, and all other helpers
for their hard work to make theevening such a success. Also
to the Garrison Chaplain for the loan of the Pearce Hall.
The next social will be held in May and it is hoped that
even more wives will be able to attend.

+

NOTICE
S.S.A.F.A. MARRIED FAMILIES' CLUB
14, 15, 16, NEVERN SQUARE, EARL'S COURT, LONDON, S.W.5
Telephone : Froblsher 5774 and 3347
Nearest route from Earl's Court Station (District
Railway and Piccadily Line) via Trebovir Road.
Near 'bus routes 31 and 74.
The Club, which has 38 bedrooms (single and double), is
for the use of members of H.M. Forces below commissioned
rank either serving or exservice, and their wives and children.
To ensure that use of the Club is confined to members of
the above category, visitors are asked to show proof of their
eligibility.
Charges are:
Per person.
BED and BREAKFAST (Including bath)
5/0
(Children 5 years and under, half price)
MIDDAY DINNER, 12.30—1.0 p.m. (Sundays only) 2/3
SUPPER, 6.30—7.0 p.m. (not Sundays)
2/0
A large comfortable lounge is available for the use of
residents and their guests. A nursery is available for children.
. Rooms may be reserved in advance on payment of a deposit
of 10/. Maximum period of stay two weeks. Application to
be made to the Manageress at the above address.
Guests must bring their own soap and towels.
A laundry room is available. A nominal charge is made
for the use of electric iron.
Under Ministry of Food regulations ration books or cards
must be surrended for a visit of five days or over.
Supper must be ordered before midday.
No animals are allowed.
The Club closes at 11.30 p.m.
June, 1948.
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i st BATTALION
At the end ol' last month,
the Bn. was honoured by a visit
from the Colonel of the Regi
ment, Maj.Gen. W. P. Oliver,
C.B.. O.B.E.
This visit was to have com
menced wiith a parade and
inspection of the Bn. on Thurs
day afternoon 28th April, but
owing to inclement weather the
parade had to be postponed
until Saturday. 30th April.
On Friday. General Oliver
visited the training companies
and saw them at work and met
all the officers and a large num
ber of the permanent cadre.
On Saturday morning in
bright sunshine the Bn. paraded
on Sir John Moore Plain. After
the inspection, the Bn., headed
by the Commanding Officer
marched past by companies in
column of platoons. After the
marchpast, the Bn. formed a
hollow
square
behind
the
saluting base, where Genera!
Oliver made a short address:
all ranks then gave three cheers
for the Colonel of the Regiment
after which he left the parade ground and the Bn. was marched
off by the Band and Drums.
As usual, there have been numerous changes during the
past month. Capt. J. Page has left us to join his parent unit,
1st Bn.. The Royal Sussex Regt., and before departing he very
kindly presented Lt.Col. Martyn and the officers with a very
fine reproduction of our Regimental Colours, beautifully
framed, and suitably inscribed. We wish Capt. Page every good
fortune and hope that we shall be seeing him again soon.
Lt. H. Groom has recently departed and will be joining the
R.A.P.C. after a pay course. Harry Groom has served with the
Regiment for twentysix years and we are very sorry to see him
go and hope that we shall see him in Shorncliffe again before
long, whether on business or pleasure. We all take this
opportunity of wishing him and his family the best of luck
in the future.
Lts. Osborne and Bosworth have just left the Bn. for 1st.
Bn., The Middlesex Regt., having been with us for the oast
year. We hope that they will rejoin us again soon, and in the
meanwhile wish them every good fortune wherever they may go.
Capt. F. Stewart has handed over his duties as Courts
Martial Officer to Capt. E. H. Havnes and is now attending a
course on Photographic Interpretation.
Lt.Col. Tarver, D.S.O., has just joined the Bn. from a
staff appointment and has taken over D Training Coy. We
wish him and Mrs. Tarver a happy stay with the Bn.
On one of the officers' days, held last month, a T.E.W.T.
was carried out in the country behind Folkestone and instead
of the usual haversack rations, Sgt. White, the Mess Sgt., with
a small staff turned one of the local pubs, into what might
well have been taken for a busy city restaurant. The land
lord sold more beer in half an hour than he normally sells in
a week and was naturally delighted with our visit.
With the end of April came the close of our soccer pro
gramme. our final
match being the Final of the Dover Charity
Cup Competition against Folkestone Police, at Crabble Court,.
Dover. This resulted in a win for the Police, 3—2, after a
very close game.
The final
record for the season, which included winning
the Home Counties District InterUnit (Major) Challenge Cup.
was as follows : —

jj
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Played. 23: won, 18: drawn, 0: lost, 5: goals for. 103; goals
against, 46.
The Bn. hockey team, having finished
their fixtures
for
the year during the month of April, there only remained to
play the InterCoy. Final and Officers' v. Sgts'. match.
The InterCoy. final was played between Bn. Orderly Room
XI and A Training Coy., and resulted in a win for the B.O.R.
by four goals to one. after a hard and fast game. The losers
are to be congratulated on a very gallant effort in view of the
fact that the B.O.R. team were able to include as many as
six players who had played regularly for the Bn. XI.
The Officers' and Sgts'. match, played the day after the
Coy. Final on a very hard and fast pitch, resulted in a win for
the Officers by four goals to three, after an exciting and at
times a very skilful game.
The Officers were very strong in the forward line, but were
up against a sound defence with O.R.Q.M.S. Catt and C.S.M.
Swanson quite outstanding for the Sgts. The Officers led
2—1 at halftime and later increased their lead to 3—1, but
the Sgts. were not beaten and ten minutes before the end
scored an equalising goal.
The Officers attacked strongly, and some five minutes before
the end Maj. Woodruffe scored the winning goal as well as
completing a personal hat trick.
After the match the Officers were entertained to drinks
by members of the Sgts'. Mess, bringing to an end a very
enjoyable match.
The month of May has seen the opening of the Bn. cricket
season, and to date three matches have been played, with the
following results: —
1 R.W.K., 87—8. 1 R. Sussex. 18C—6 dee.: draw.
1 R.W.K., 81—3, Heme Bay, 56; won.
1 R.W.K., G6, St. Lawrence" C.C., 115; lost.
The Bn. have a long and very strong fixture
list, and in
these early days there appears to be plenty of bowlers and use
ful fielders,
but a serious dearth of batsmen. However, it is
hoped that Maj. Fyler. Lt. Clarke and Pte. Batts will shortly
run into form and the situation should then improve. As
soon as a team, capable of making 150 runs, can be found, it is
considered that our bowling strength should be strong enough
to beat most sides.
The captain of the team and wicket keeper for the second
year in succession is Maj. R. C. W. Thomas, O.B.E.
D.M.

BOXING
For the first time in history, the Regt., represented by the
1st Bn.. has won the Army InterUnit Boxing Team Champion
ship. The final
took place at Aldershot on 17th May, when
the Bn. defeated the 64th Training Regiment, R.A., by 17 points
to 16 (six fights
to five), after one of the most exciting con
tests that is ever likely to take place.
The final
con
sisted of eleven fights
and the Regiment made a somewhat
poor start by losing the first
two fights
on points, despite
plucky displays by Pte. Kelly and L/Cpl. Ritchie, the former
being beaten by only the narrowest margin. The third fight
was won by L/Cpl. Lilley, who gave an extremely plucky dis
play to give us our first victory, but the gunners went further
ahead when L/Cpl. Fuller was beaten in the fourth fight.
The
remaining two fights before the interval were shared, with Pte.
Bernasconi gaining a brilliant victory in the bantamweight
for the Regiment; but Sgt. Connelly was knocked out in the
first round, which meant that the Regiment were 4—2 down
and had to win four of the remaining five fights
if the
championship was to be won. The first
two fights
after the
interval resulted in two fine victories for the Regiment, to level
the scores, thanks to firstclass
boxing by Pte. Fossey and
L/Cpl. Osmond. Both these fights
were won on points by the
narrowest margins. The gunners, however, were not to be
denied and won the ninth fight, when their light heavyweight
heat Sgt. Watson comfortably on points, to take the lead
again by five fights
to four with two fights
to go.
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Colour Party marching past the Colonel of the Regiment.

1 R.W.K. (H.C.T.B.) BOXING TEAM, 1948/49.

Photos by

Lambert and Western, Folkestone
Winners, ARMY INTERUNIT TEAM CHAMPIONSHIP, 1948/49.

Front row (l. to r.) : Sgt. Connelly, Pte. Fossey, L/Cpl. Osmond, Lt.Col. A. Martyn, Capt. F. Abrams L/Cpl Lucv
L/Cpl. Lilly.
'
Second row: Pte. Kelly. Q.M.S.I. Badham. A.P.T.C., L/Cpl. Fuller. Sgt. Watson, Cpl. Moran, Pte. Bernasconi QMSI
Minto, A.P.T.C., L/Cpl. Ritchie.
Third row: Cpl. Rigby, Pte. Connelly, Pte. Partridge, L/Cpl. Smith. L/Cpl. Fair.
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The tenth and critical fight was between Cpl. Moran and
Gnr. Harrington (heavyweight).
There was a considerable
amount of manoeuvring in this fight, and exchanges were
fierce and faster than in most heavyweight contests. At the
end of the three rounds, few had any idea who had won until
Cpl. Moran was declared the winner amidst terrific applause.
And so with the scores level, L/Cpl. Lucy, of the Regiment,
entered the ring to fight
Gnr. Gibbons in the welterweight
bout. From the start botlr boxers fought very skilfully, but
at the end of the second round, general opinion was that
Gnr. Gibbons was leading by the narrowest of margins. During
the interval, before the final round, nearly 350 supporters kept
up a nonstop chant of " Lucy," and in the third round he
rose to the occasion with the utmost determination, with,
flashing,
telling punches. At last it was over, and an awe
inspiring silence descended on the hall as the Master of
Ceremonies collected the result slips from the three Judges
and took them to the referee, who quickly opened them and
after a slight pause pointed to L/Cpl. Lucy as the victor.
Thereupon pandemonium broke loose, when it was realised
that the Regiment had won the Championship. Cheer after
cheer echoed through the hall, which continued right up to
the time that General Sir James Steele, K.C.B., K.B.E. entered
the ring to present the trophy and medals.
The Adjutant General, in a short speech, complimented
both teams on giving the spectators a magnificent evening's
entertainment, and warmly congratulated the Bn. on their
victory. He expressed pleasure at the large measure of support
accorded to the teams and said that the Army Boxing Associa
tion was very satisfied in having brought the first InterUnit
Team Championships since the war to such a successful
conclusion.
After presenting the trophy to our team captain, Capt. F.
Abrams, and the medals, the Band of the 2nd Bn.. The Para
chute Regiment, played the Regimental March of " The Queen's
Own" in honour of their victory, followed by the National
Anthem.
Among those present at the final
were General Evelyn
Barker, K.B.E., C.B., D.S.O., M.C., G.O.C. in C„ Eastern Command,
and MajorGeneral P. G. S. GrcgsonEUis, C.B., O.B.E., G.O.C.,
Home Counties District, to whose formation the Bn. belongs.
In addition, nearly 350 members from the Bn. and the Depot,
led by Lt.Col. A. Martyn, attended from Shorncliffe and Maid
stone. In order to reach the final,
it is interesting to place
on record, the Bn. defeated the following units: —
14 Field Regiment, R.A. (District Final).
1 Bn., The Essex Regiment (E. Comd. Final).
1 Welsh Guards Bn. (Army Quarterfinal).
1 Parachute Bn.. B.A.O.R. (Army Semifinal).
A summary of the results in the final is as follows : —
R.A.
" Queen's Own "
Welterweight:
lost to Gnr. D. Chimes on pts.
Pte. P. Kelly
Lightweight:
lost to Gnr. K. Richardson on pts.
L/Cpl. R. Ritchie
Welterweight:
L/Cpl. Lilly
beat Gnr. R. Heavyside on pts.
Middleweight:
L/Cpl. R. Fuller
lost to Gnr. W. Birtle on pts.
Bantamweight:
Pte. A. Bernasconi
beat Gnr. C. Thompson on pts.
Featherweight :
lost to Gnr. W. Yardley by K.C.
Sgt. J. Connelly
Lightweight:
Pte. E. Fossey
beat Sgt. J. Avery on pts.
Middleweight:
L/Cpl. G. Osmond
beat Bdr. J. King on pts.
Light Heavyweight:
Sgt. J. Watson
lost to L/Bdr. A. Heins, on pts.
Heavyweight:
Cpl. J. Moran
beat Bdr. S. Harrington on pts.
Welterweight:
L/Cpl. J. Lucy
beat Gnr. T. Gibbons on pts.
When the team arrived back at Shorncliffe on 18th May.
they found the Bn. formed up in a hollow square with the
Regimental Band playing the Regimental March. As they
alighted from the transport they were greeted with the strains
of " See the Conquering Heroes Come." In the absence ol
Lt.Col. A. Martyn, they were welcomed by the Bn. Secondin
Command. Maj. A. R. Fyler, who shook hands with each
member of the team including reserves and team officials. In
a short address ho offered them the congratulations of the Bn.
and also mentioned those who had worked behind the scenes.
Their part, he said, was not as big as those who boxed, but it
was an essential part in the great success that had been
achieved.

Three rousing cheers, called by R.S.M. Stevens, were then
given by the whole Bn., who were then told that the team was
" all theirs." The Bn. broke ranks and rushed widly forward
to chair their team off the Parade Ground.
And so ended the celebrations that marked an event that
will always be remembered in the Regiment. It would be
invidious to specially mention any member of the team, as
each one, including reserves, played their part quite magnifi
cently to achieve a success that has brought great honour to
the Regiment.
However, it is known that the team is anxious that one
of its members, Sgt. Connelly, should receive a special mention.
Sgt. Connelly, who is 38 years of age. never spared himself
throughout the training, and his enthusiasm and cheerfulness
did much to keep the spirit of the team at a high pitch of
enthusiasm.
But in conclusion, it is right and proper to offer the
thanks of the Regiment to Capt. R. Abrams, the team captain,
and his two main assistant, 'Q.M.S.I. Badham and Q.M.S.
Minto. both of the A.P.T.C. This trio, by their enthusiasm,
skill and organizing ability, put and kept us on the road to
the championship, and they can be proud that their efforts
resulted in the Regiment winning probably the most coveted
Army sporting prize that is to be won. We shall always be
grateful to them for their efforts and remember them for
their connection with this achievement.
R.C.W.T.

PERSONAL
Heartiest congratulations to the Officers on beating the
Sgts. at hockey and to the Sgts. on beating the Officers at
soccer.
«

»

*

s

Maj. R. Fyler and Capt. P. Haynes recently attended a short
course on Civil Defence at Warminster.
*

*

*

*

Capt. R. O. Iliffe has just returned from an Athletics
course at Aldershot. He is now busy making preparations for
the Bn. sports meeting.
*

*

*

*

Heartiest congratulations to C.S.M.s Kettle and Leigh on
gaining their L.S. and G.C. medals.
*

*

*

*

Lt. V. C. Abplanalp, who served with 5th Bn. in Gibraltar
in 1916. reported here recently. He has been granted a
S.S.R.C. and is at present on a Military Police course.
*

*

»

*

Heartiest congratulations to Pte. and Mrs. Nicholson on
the birth of a daughter—Ann Sylvia.
»
»
1
s
It is rumoured that Sgt. Randall is busy engaged in pre
paring for matrimony: we wish him and Sgt. Morris
(W.R.A.C.S.) all the very best for the future years.
*

*

*

*

It is also rumoured that " Paddies " Parnell and Butler now
have the C.I.D. reporting to them in the Mess instead of them
to the C.I.D.
*

s

*

*

C.S.M. Davis is preparing to hand over his duties in A Coy.
to C.S.M. Swanson. We wish C.S.M. Davis and family a
pleasant stay in B.A.O.R.
*

*

*

*

A hearty welcome to S/Sgt. Darly (W.R.A.C.S.) and hope
that her stay with us will be long and happy.
*

*

*

*

Heartiest congratulations to C/Sgt. and Mrs. Gibbons on
their recent marriage.
*
*
V
«
We are sorry to say goodbye to Lt. Osborne, who has been
posted to 1 Mx, but welcome in his place 2/Lt. French, who
has joined us from 1 Surreys.
*
*
S
It
Cpl. Lander has just begun a Parachute Training Course
at Aldershot.
*

Cpl. Viecars
Hythe.

*

»

*

has completed a Pin. Weapons Course at
*

*

s

i

2/Lt. Norton has returned from a Pin Comdrs'. Course at
the School of Infantry. Warminster.
*

*

*

»

Capts. Upton, Monckton, MacMillan, Woodman, Dent and
Iliffe, all Staff College candidates, attended the Artillery
demonstration. Scapa v. at Larkhill.
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H.Q. COY.. 1 R.W.K. (H.C.T.B.), ASSOCIATION FOOTBALL TEAM. 1948/49.
Winners, INTERCOMPANY CHALLENGE SHIELD.
Winners, HALLAM PARR SHIELD, FOLKESTONE MINOR LEAGUE.
Standing (I. to r.) : Cpl. Deveuve, Pte. Green, Cpl. Morris, Q.M.S.I. Minto, Pte. Lockyer, Bdsm. Hore L/Cpl. Lucy.
Sitting (I. to r.) : Pte. Allen, Pte. Powell. Sgt. White, Maj. Grimshaw, D/M. Watts, Pte. Franklin, Pte. Ward, Bdsm. Newell.

Photos by

A R.W.K. (H.C.T.B.) SMALL BORE RIFLE TEAM.
Lambert and Western, Folkestone
Winners, GARRISON AND DISTRICT LEAGUE. DIV. III.
L/Cpl. Waters, Pte. Ward. O.R.Q.M.S. Catt, C.S.M. Swanson.
C.S.M. Benn, Lt. H. D. Groom, Lt.Col. A. Martyn. Maj. W. Grimshaw (Team Capt.), C.S.M. Kettle.
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Congratulations to Fus. Clark, of D Coy., on his marriage.
*
*
»
*
D Coy. must realize by now that they have the best arms
store In the Bn.; Cpl. Cox is in charge of it.
'

»

*

»

#

Cpl. Knight should know in future not to sit on a joint
in the fire hose when the water is turned on.
*



»

»

Many D Coy. recruits must have wondered, after the
Colonel of the Regiment's parade, how C/Sgt. King keeps so
smart without any evident practice.
*

*

*

»

Congratulations to : —
i
1. L/Cpl. Thirtle, L/Cpl. Ivatts on receiving the L.S
and G.C. medal.
2. C.S.M. Swanson for winning a prize in the Folkestone
Individual Championship Small Bore Competition.
3. Hearty congratulations to L/Cpl. and Mrs. Currid on
the birth of their seventh child—a daughter—Mary
Ellen, born at Shorncliffe. We are glad to report that
everything is "hunkey dory" in the Currid house, as
the last six were Bhoys (begorrah).
4. Congratulations to the Bn. Rifle Team (Small Bore) ,
on winning the Championship of League, Div 3;
Folkestone and Garrison District teams.
5. Cpl. Bill Sykes has proceeded on a N.C.O.S' Drill and
General Duties Course to Hythe. Information received
from local inhabitants reveals that he is doing very well.

" A " Training Company
Once again we have to report several changes in the
Permanent Staff. Lt. Ellwood has left us temporarily to help
with advanced training in 2 Coy.; we hope that we shall see
him back in the Coy: again before long.
Lt. Hamilton has also been earmarked for another job and
so he will probably have left the Coy. by the time we go to
press again.
Lt. Bosworth has left us and is now with 1st Bn. The
Middlesex Regt., where we wish him all the best of luck and
hope to see him again before long.
C.SM. Davis is on leave at present and will shortly be
handing over to C.S.M. Swanson, who has been carrying out
the duties of Weapon Training Warrant Officer. Sgt.Maj.
Davis has done a grand job during his tour of duty and will
be missed by all members of the Staff. We wish him and his
family every good fortune in the future and hope that they
will enjoy their stay with 1st Bn., Queen's in B.A.O.R.
The InterCoy. hockey final was played at the beginning of
the month and we were beaten, 4—1, by the Bn. H.Q. side,
which consisted of seven Bn. players. It was a very good game,
but Bn. H.Q. proved to be the stronger side. Lt.Col. Martyn,
who was playing for Bn. H.Q., presented medals at the end of
the game to the winners and the runnersup.
In the football semifinal we were beaten by C Coy. after a
hard game.
Cricket is now in full swing and Ptes. Knight and Price
have been picked to play for the Bn. team. The Coy. team
won their first match of the season against the Band and
Drums.
A very successful Coy. Sports Meeting was held on Wednes
day last and considerable talent was discovered amongst the
present Intake. Maj. Wilson presented prizes to the winners
at the end.

"B" Training Company
On 4th May, 1949, our four senior Pins, passed out. The
InterPlatoon Competition was very keen and a good standard
reached.
Results were as follows: —
1st—B 7 Platoon
1201 points
2nd—B 9 Platoon
119]) points
3rd—B 6 Platoon
113 points
4th—B 8 Platoon
109 points
The top Pin. score was 120± points, which gives us the
highest InterCoy. score uptodate.
The winner of the medal for best rifle and L.M.G. shot was
Pte. Powell 172, The Buffs, with Pte. Johnson, East Surrey,
runnerup.
Many of the men passing out had invited relatives down
to watch the PassingOut Parade, which was held under com
mand of Maj. M. R. Read, M.C., with Lt.Col. A. Martyn taking
the salute on the march past. The Commanding Officer also
awarded the medals to Pte. Powell and Pte. Johnson.

The weather, luckily, kept fine for the day, and the parade
went off very well. Sgt. Young's Pin. won the InterPin.
Competition, much to the delight of several spectators whose
sons were in his Pin. A photograph of Sgt. Young receiving
the Cup appears in this issue.
After the parade there was a short Church Service and
then tea was supplied in Moore N.A.A.F.I., which was "touched
up " a bit for the occasion. It was a pleasant day and every
thiing went off very well.
To promote interplatoon competition and keenness, Maj.
Read is now having weekly competitions for shooting and
drill, with shields being awarded to the winning platoon in
each case. Shields will also be awarded to the platoon with the
best barrackroom and the best allround platoon.
With change in the passingout competition a new Honours
Board has been made and details of winning platoons, best
shot, and runnerup will be entered up. The board will be
hung in the Regimental Room.
Our thanks are due to Pte. Scarff, the Q.M.*s handyman,
for his painting and lettering on the Shields and Honours
Board.
Sgt. Simmonite has left us to go to the District Training
Centre at Hythe. He served the Coy. very well during his tour
here and we wish him the best success at his new job.
Our new platoons have now found their feet after the
hustle of the first few days.
PLATOON NOTES
B 1 Platoon
B 1 Platoon, now in their third week, are taking on the
spit and polish of veterans, and firmly expect to carry off all
three shields without the slightest opposition from their rivals.
We have lost five leading lights, namely, Ptes. Dunbar, Jones,
Weldhen, Naughton and Adcock to the O.R. I Platoon, and we
wish them good luck at the same time hoping they will
remember that we were rookies together, if we ever meet again
as officer and private.
The Platoon has just moved into Block 14, and the change
was done with much cursing from certain gentlemen, who
complained, in no mean terms, that their mattresses had been
"swiped." However, everything is peaceful once again, and
we are all pleased at the improvement after' Block 6.
T.A.B. 1 is now over but not forgotten, especially by Plows,
who helped to undress the entire " Queen's " barrackroom on
Saturday night. Calls of " Nursie" were frequent after ten
o'clock, and a thin shape could be seen trotting up and down
tucking in those unfortunate people who were too stiff to do
it themselves.
We all wonder what it is that Keen eats every night that
gets him up at 0530 the next morning, but some of us wish
that he would not eat quite so much and consequently get up
half an hour later.
On Tuesday we fired a .303 for the first time. The day
will be a "red letter' one in the life of Burgin, who will
never hold his rifle loosely again.
The problem most worrying the Buffs is where Haynes goes
to when he leaves the barrack room at 0430 every morning.
It has been whispered in my ear that the platoon should
take note that L/Cpl. Grant, who .is both a cigarette smoker
and a sweet eater, has a birthday next week. Due action will
be taken, I am told.
It seems that a shortage of men in the A.C.C. has led to
a general issue of plates, so that now it is practically impossible
to get to the washingup tanks, or once there to remain long
enough to wash up. Soon perhaps we will each be issued with
a batman, or better still, a member of the W.R.A.C., to attend
to our menial duties.
In spite of the fact that after the first week here we were
extremely fed up, and. In the case of most of us, far from home,
we are discovering that the Army of today is not quite as bad
as we thought, and under the able tuition of Cpl. Lennox, we
are rapidly becoming experts in the use of "Duraglit," and
thereby becoming fully trained soldiers.
B 2 Platoon
2 Platoon, B Coy. calling ! On the 21st of March a crowd
of " civvies " were seen walking from a place marked " Stores,"
in various manner of dress. Next day it turned out to be
B Coy. assembling. Three weeks have passed, and as our Sgt.
says, " We are beginning to shape." We started out 40 strong,
but are now 27, this being due to a fellow called the " PeEsso."
The Cadet Platoon took 13, and as they were leaving us a
voice could be heard saying: " You'd fink they was Mont
gomery's Staff to see 'em." Quizzed by Sgt. Bradshaw as to how
we were getting on, a remark was heard: " It's all alright, but
I haven't had time to think of it. I'm here and then there;
before I get there I'm back here ! "
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Sgt. Young receiving the cup.
Photos by

Lambert and Western, Folkestone
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We are looking forward to the competition and have no
doubt as to where the cup and shooting medals are going.
B 3 Platoon
Our numbers have now diminished to a total of 24 in the
platoon. Most have departed to the O.R. 1 platoon, and we wish
them the best of luck and hope they gain a commission.
Cpl. Murtagh has also departed on a well earned leave
and we "hope he will return revived and fit for a further
period of work. We welcome our Pin. Sgt., Sgt. Martin, whom
we, have already heard about. Our Pin. Commander, Lt. Bird,
is on leave and we are awaiting the pleasure of meeting him
on his return.
Cpl. Dawson keeps us tit with our rifle exercises every
evening and assures us that it. is to our benefit.
By the way, we have two intruders in the platoon of the
Queen's Royal Regiment—Ptes. Haig and Twin ley, but as they
are all right we have decided to let them stay.
B 4 Platoon
We arrived at Shorncliffe on Thursday, the 21st April, and
were put in Block 16. Moore Barracks, under Cpls. Quinn and
Hodgkins. The first few days were taken up with having kit
issued and tilling up forms. They also served as a good
preparation for the communal life we are now leading. Since
we have been here there has been little time for thinking ol
home. Consequently we appear to have been particularly easy
material to mould into the Army machine.
Rifle lessons have occupied a great deal of our time, also
lessons on L.M.G. and drill periods. The rules taught in
periods on the rifle we have been able to put into practice
during the past few days, when we have tired .303 rifles on
the ranges. The drill has not been so severe on the feet as
many of us had expected. Bayonet practice provides an outlet
for surplus energy, but is. I think, generally disliked.
Prospects for our service after 10 weeks Basic Training are
not in some cases satisfactory, but at present few, if any, have
had time to worry over it.
The barrackroom has this week had an improvement in
the addition of two easy chairs, tables and carpets. This, and
a new arrangement of the beds and lockers, suggested by Lt.
Nichol, our Platoon Commander, have greatly increased the
comfort of the room.

"C" Training Company
This month we must begin by recording a great number
of changes in the Permanent Cadre of the Coy.
Lt. Osborne has been posted to 1 Middlesex, where we wish
him the best of luck and he has been replaced by 2/Lt. French,
who has arrived from 1 E. Surreys.
The vacant appointment of C.S.M. has been filled
by
C.S.M. Kettle, who has been posted from H.Q. Coy. He wishes
to deny the report that his move is due to the bankruptcy of
H.Q. funds, after payment for broken windows on Napier
Square. Be that as it may, his melodious voice is now spurring
this Coy. on to greater efforts.
In the " Q " department we regret the departure of C/Sgt.
Rooke to M.E.L.F. and Cpl. Betts to West Africa. In their
places we welcome C/Sgt. Halliman and Pte. Roebuck.
Sgts. Burrell, Finnis and Palmer, who have done long ser
vice in the Coy., have returned to their parent Regt., The
Middlesex. Sgt. Eatwell is shortly due for discharge and Cpl.
Standley is joining Cpl. Betts in West Africa. We shall miss
all these N.C.O.s, who have not yet been replaced. We record,
however, that we have been strengthened by the arrival ol
Sgt. Parnell. well known, no doubt, to many old members ol
both 1st and 2nd Bns.
Our PassingOut Parade took ' place on 13th April and a
fair number of parents and friends were present to watch a
very satisfactory parade. Sgt. Finnis's No. 3 Platoon is to be
congratulated on obtaining 119.1 points out of 150 in the
PassingOut Competition. The Coy. average of 108 leaves some
thing to be desired and we hone to do better in June.
The new Intake which arrived on 7th April is now well into
the middle of the course and is shaping well.
The Coy. football team romped into the Bn. final with a
9—1 win against B Coy. They were, however, unable to hold
off a much more experienced team from H.Q. Coy., to whom
they lost, 4—0, in a game marred by a very high wind.
In the Officers' v. Sgts'. football match, the Coy. was repre
sented by Sgt. Stoner for the Sgts., and Maj. Gwilliam in goal
and Capt. Woodman for the Officers. Capt. Woodman and Sgt.
Stoner were most active, and as the Coy. Commander himself
said, it wasn't his fault that the Sgts. only scored seven.
We are now beginning to collect our cricket team, which
will have to be completely reconstituted, as no member of
last year's side is now with us. We are also in training for
the InterCoy. Athletics Meeting in June.

The younger members of the Permanent Cadre have just
completed their Annual P.E. Tests with fair success. For
perhaps the first time, some of us have been wishing we were
older than we are in order not to qualify for the attempt.
C/Sgt. Halliman nearly got away with it, but documents
never lie—or do they ?
Overheard :—
C/Sgt. : " So you've lost your cap ? Well that will cost
you 4/5 and probably seven davs' C.B."
Recruit (1st week) : " Oh, C/Sgt. ! "
C/Sgt: " Well, we don't want to be hard on you. Nip
along to the stores and tell the storeman from me to give you a
new one."
Recrui.t: oh, thank you. C Sgt., and where do I go for the
seven days ? "

"D" Training Company
Once again the time has come round for us to receive a
new Intake, and at the time of writing our eight Dlatoons are
in their first
and ninth weeks of training. The senior Coy.
PassOut on the 18th May, and then the junior Coy. will be
able to move in from its temporary quarters tin Somerset
Barracks. This fortnight we have been helped by the loan of
four N.C.O.s from C Coy.—Cpls. Walker, Ward and Norris, and
L/Cpl. Harlow.
Lts. Winstanley and Fletcher are still away on courses,
but in their place we welcome 2/Lt. A. R. Cutler, R.F., for a
short stay. Maj. Nolda called in to say goodbye before leaving
the Bn. All past and present members of the Coy. who knew
him will wish him luck.
We are expecting our new Coy. Commander. Maj. C. H.
Tarver, D.S.O.. any day now, and would like through these
columns to extend a warm welcome to him.
Sgt. Watts is still away on a Platoon Weapons Course at
Hythe. Sgt. Dows'.ng has returned from leave to find his gas
course postponed again. Cpl. Osmotherley is still waiting to
join the Sudan Defence Force.
In the realm of sport, we would congratulate Pte.
Bemasconi. East Surreys (3 Pin.), who arrived in the Army on
3rd May and represented the Bn. in the boxing against 1st
Bn., The Parachute Regt. on the following Tuesday. Good luck
to him in the finals.
We also congratulate Cpl. Rigby, who
has been training with the boxers but was not chosen for the
final team,
We congratulate the Coy. Shooting Team—Capt. Upton.
C.S.M. Benn, Sgt. Leach and Cpl. Henden—on their fine per
formance oar winning the InterCoy. Miniature Rifle League.
They won all seven matches and finished
with an average of
341. They are to receive their cup and medals on our next
PassingOut Parade. Many congratulations.
Finally, here is the state of the Coy. at the moment: —
O.C., Lt.Col. C. H. Tarver, D.S.O.. R.W.K.
2nd i/c.. Capt. T. V. Unton, R.W.K.
Pin. Comdrs, Lt. R. G. Winstanlev, R.W.K. (on course)
Lt. J. W. J. Groom, R.W.K.
2/Lt. J. S. Fletcher, R.W.K. (on course)
2/Lt. J. F. Girling, Queen's
C.S.M. Benn. R.W.K.
C.Q.M.S.. C/Sgt. King, R.W.K.
1 Pin., Cpl. Gilham. R.W.K.
2 Pin., Sgt. Kent, R.W.K.
3 Pin., Cpl. Quinn, R.W.K.
4 Pin., Sgt. Dowsing, R.W.K.
Cpl. Manton, R.W.K.
5 Pin.. Sgt. Neal. R.W.K.
Cpl. Farrow, R.W.K.
Cpl. Osmotherley, R.W.K.
6 Pin., Sgt. Line, R.W.K.
Cpl. Kent, Middlesex.
7 Pin., Sgt. Clemens, East Surreys.
Cpl. Knight, East Surreys.
Cpl. Bryant, Buffs.
8 Pin., Sgt. Leach, R.W.K.
Cpl. Hendon, R.W.K.
C.O.S., Cpl. Yea, R.W.K.
Arms Storeman, Cpl. Cox, East Surreys.
Storeman, L/Cpl. Farley, Royal Sussex.

f
Subscription rates: —
Single Copies 5d., post free.
Other Ranks 5/ per annum, post free,
Oflicers 9/ per annum, post free;
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Lambert and Western. Folkestone
Winners. INTERCOMPANY SEVENASIDE TOURNAMENT, 1949.

Standing (I. to r.) : Pte. Morris. Pte. Relf, L/Cpl. Murphy. Pte. Taylor, Pte. Halls.
Seated (I. to r.) : Q.M.S.I. Minto. Maj. Grimshaw, Pte. Olley.

THE BAND AND DRUMS
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H.Q. Company

The merry month of May so far gives us cause for jubila
tion, with the knowledge that our Bn. Boxing Team will be
going to Aldershot to compete in the Army Final on the 17th
May. Records of their climb to the finals will be published
elsewhere in this issue.
In the sporting line we are glad to inform readers that
H.Q. Coy. recently won the InterCoy. Soccer Challenge Shield
and the Hallam Parr Shield, with the Minor League, Folkestone
and Dover Area. Photographs of the soccer team and also the
sevenaside rugger team will be seen in this issue if space is
available.
We have said cheerio but not au revoir to " PeaNut" (Lt.
H. D. Groom), who has now gone to the Royal Army Pay Corps
for a probationary period, and if he pulls through the mass of
figures and Income Tax returns, etc., will no doubt be settled
for another five years in the Army. Lt. Groom will be missed
from the Coy., and we realize the hard work put in by him to
straighten out the debtor balances, etc., when he took over.
We all join in wishing him the best of luck in his new sphere
and sincerely hope that he will be posted to Canterbury' in
the Royal West Kent Section of the Pay Office, when h.e will
still feel he is working for " The Queen's Own."
In the place of Lt. Groom we welcome to the Coy. Capt.
E. Ransley, M.C. (Buffs), who is now settling in the chair. We
hope his stay will be happy, and we are sure he will keep the
standard up to that left by his predecessor.
C.Q.M.S. Willie Harden (exBand, 2nd Bn.) is due for
" civvy street" in early August and we are looking around for
a replacement for him.
Dame Rumour has it that the O.C. Coy., Maj. W. Grimshaw.
will soon be leaving us for West Africa. He is thinking of pur
chasing a TomTom (secondhand) and getting in some practice
* on R.T. procedure.
This month we are busy putting the Cdy. through the
Physical Efflcienccy Tests, and they are doing very well indeed.
In the second half of the month we shall be doing the 9mile
bash in two hours, and of course, that won't be so easy. All
those over 35 years of age may breathe freely. More next
month, with perhaps lesson one on the TomTom.
W.G.

M.T. Section

Since the last issue the Section has suffered the grievous
loss of Pte. Hogwood (demobbed) and Pte. Razzell (posted to
T.A. at Surbiton). In their places are newcomers Pte. Hall from
the Q.M.'s Staff and Fus. Dennington, a " Black Hat" from
Catterick.
,
Our Recreational afternoons have recently been devoted to
the six P.E. Tests, which have been enthusiastically hailed by
those detailed for essential driving tasks on the afternoons in
question. The tests have renewed our undying admiration for
the trainees who, we hope, will never have to march all the
way to distant Hythe for want of transport.
Pte. Hodge is now the greatest authority in the area on the
way to compile an F.M.T. 3 and we are indeed thankful that
the mishap was of a minor nature. It is indeed doubtful
whether L/Cpl. Olsson, W.R.A.C., required having her uniform
pressed at the time. At any rate, an iron would seem infinitely
more suitable than a 3ton Austin lorry.
Delighted by the fine weather at Easter, several drivers
removed their canopies. Weather forecasts were not heeded and
more than one wet driver had cause to regret his hasty action.
Finally, we would like to bring to the notice of all readers
a new bestseller. This excellent boojc bound with best utility
cardboard and staples, and published by Messrs. Ince and
B.O.R., is written by Lt. L. A. Mannering and entitled "M.T.
Standing Orders." A limited number of copies are available,
price 9/6, and the M.T. personnel have generously been given a
copy each, free. This smart edition can be recommended for
a variety of purposes.
"A. Nony Mouse."

The Band

>

Hello readers ! Once again I take you over to the Band
room for a few minutes to let you heajr what is going on in
that dismal corner of Napier Barracks.
Having persuaded Bandsman ." Chris." Jones to recite
" Jonah's Elegy in a Line Bandroom " somewhere else, I will
endeavour to enlighten you as to the recent recordable
activities of the Band.
Last week we visited the Royal Sussex Band at Dover to
engage them dn mortal combat, or hockey, as it is called in
the Officers' Mess. Needless to say we emerged successful, the
only goal of the match being scored by our inside left in the
second half.

After a splendid tea, the majority of our lads left for
" Home," the remainder, being adventursome, remained to
attend a dance in the Barracks, at which our Sussex brethren
were providing the music. Incidentally, this dance was not
given in our honour.
As a point of interest, I would like to add that the taxi
fare from Dover to Folkestone, after midnight, is two guineas
exactly.
Only a few days after our last " protest" was published
regarding the misappropriation of Bandsmen (Fire Picquets,
etc.) the Band were again detailed for this irksome, arduous
duty. But, my respected perusers, this time action came our
way in the form of a chimney fire that was attached to Napier
N.A.A.F.I. for Pay, Rations and Accommodation.
It was a stirring sight to witness them going into action
at " The Double," dragging behind them the Regimental Hose
Carrier, and urged on to even greater speed by our Fire Chief.
" Hydrant" Henderson. It made one feel like joining a unit
of the T.A., or some other patriotic society.
After the clouds of dust had rolled away the Plcquet was
observed to be well and truly fighting the fire, in between fight
ing amongst themselves as to who was going to ascend the
ladder first.
Who the victor was in this affray, I don't really know, but
when the wind suddenly veered around to southwest, exposing
the chimney stack to full view, a member of the bass section
was seen to be sitting astride the brickwork, calmly discharg
ing buckets of water down that fiery funnel, quite oblivious
to the rude remarks that a passing W.O.II uttered.
Modesty being one of the Band's mottoes, they departed
quietly on the arrival of the civilian Fire Brigade, leaving
them to pump the surplus water away. Congratulations go to
the aforementioned Brigade on the way they cleared the fire
place inside with remarkable presence of mind.
Friends and military acquaintances of Sgt. Hillman
(Frosty) will join with the Band in wishing him a speedy
recovery from his illness. He is at present detained in the
Military Hospital here at Shorncliffe.
Well, readers, this is all for the present; all the best.
" Liam."

Drums

Here we are again, after a lapse of three months, in which
our previous scribe has been training for the very prominent
P.E. Tests. Last week saw us all, bar the B7 slug and high
feet Frost, on our knees so to speak, jumping ditches, climbing
ropes, and to say the least, the twomile bash in 18 minutes.
Many curious sights could be seen at the Moore Gym.,
where " Geordie" was trying to claim age limit by flushing
his bald pate, but to no avail, and L/Cpl. Tom wasn't taking
any chances on the ditch, as he said he was not insured against
risks, but apart from a few aches and pains a wonderful after
noon was had by all (sezyou).
Congratulations to our youngster, Pte. Jolly, who finished
first and was just coming back from tea as the last few came
plodding home on their knees.
Our new themesong has now been officially sanctioned,
after a great fight between " Scarlet Parade " and " Slow Boat
to China," the latter being well to the fore; ask "Ivor" and
" Len."
We welcome back to our fold " Herr Von," after his opera
tion and sick leave, and we wish our " Bill" Rutherford all
the best in his new role in " civvy street."
A very old and familiar face has been seen on parade again
after many moons and we understand that he will be one of us
soon; hurry up, " Spindle."
Joe Rutherford can be seen making his way across the
plain every evening with his pockets full of pennies, and we
are given to understand that he goes to a pennyuptheline
school; but can he toss a nifty clod !
By the time this goes to press, half the Corps will be in
married quarters, and it is rumoured that the single members
can be heard saying: " Want your drum cleaned—only cost
you a supper ? "
Enclosed this month is a photo of the Band and Drums
on parade at the final of the Garrison Senior Cup Final.
Next month we hope to publish the results of the Inter
Coy. Athletics, for which many members of the Corps can be
seen in the evenings practising, and before we close, all mem
bers of the Corps of Qrums wish to congratulate the Bn. Boxing
Team on reaching the Final of the Army InterUnit Champion
ships, and may they go on to win the Final; good luck.
Cheerio all.
" Maxim 28."
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4 th BATTALION
The Bn. is making final
preparations for Camp and the
Orderly Room Staff are excelling themselves in the art of mass
production of administrative and training instructions. On
opening the Orderly Room door the visitor would think that
he was entering a snow storm; the " snow flakes,"
however,
seem a trifle large and turn out to be, op close inspection, one
of many appendices to this or that instruction. Necessity, in
the form of staff shortages, is the mother of invention and we
hear that the firm of Byrne and Breaden are now applying for
a patent for their latest invention : A small treadmill, con
nected to the duplicator, is being installed. The motive power
is to be provided by the R.S.M.'s children who, working on a
strict rota, keep the treadmill working for the modest wage of
one " liquoriceallsort " per minute.
The Advance Party got away to a flying start on 18th May.
but were field up for a short time in the Hadlow Road by the
Adjutant's dog, who, recognising the Bn. transport by virtue of
its smart turnout and admirable road discipline, stopped the
column to check up whether his master was making an early
getaway; satisfied, after checking each vehicle, he allowed the
column to proceed.
We congratulate O.R.Q.M.S. Breaden. M.B.E., on scoring
195 out of an H.P.S. of 200, when shooting for the T.A. team in
the InterServices Small Bore Rifle Meeting.
We have heard from our late Adjutant, Capt. T. T. W.
Stanyon, that the social rigours of Gibraltar are even more
exacting than those connected with his appointment in
4 R.W.K.
On May 8th a reconnaissance party from all Coys, visited
the Camp area at St. Martin's Plain Shorncliffe. Everyone
agreed that the accommodation appeared to be very satisfactory.
Several of the Bn. Officers and their wives accepted the
kind invitation of the Commanding Officer and the Officers ol
the Regtl. Depot to a cocktail party on 6th May. The party
was, in their opinion, a great success and all those who attended
from the Bn. would like to take this opportunity o^f giving
their thanks for a most enjoyable evening.
Recruiting is looking up and since the start of recent
recruiting campaigns we have welcomed 26 new members and a
further seven are all but " in."

"A" Company
Hello, chaps ! Once again your old friend " The Wog " is
on the air. The news this month is rather scanty, but l
hope to have a lot more to say in next month's issue. We have
settled nicely in our new quarters, and at the moment we are
extremely busy getting ready for the big event of the year,
i.e., Annual Camp. It is the one event of the year when you
can contact old friends and acquaintances in the other Coys..
and we are all looking forward to it. Let's hone the weather
is a little different this year to what is was last year.
We have had a couple of small bore shooting matches
recently, and I am glad to say the Coy. was successful in both.
The first was against the local Cadets and we managed to beat
them quite easily by 98 points. The second was against a
civilian team from Frittenden, when we only just managed to
scrape home by three points.
Well, chaps, that is all for now. Cheerio.
" The Wog."

"C" Company
In the midst of the usual flaps—getting
ready for Camp—
these notes were nearly forgotten, so must be short rather than
not at all. Also our normal scribe is swotting for an exam,
and forgot to write them.
Anyhow, the flap is nearly over now and we—all 13 of us
—are ready to go to Shorncliffe on the 22nd May and are
looking forward to it immensely, especially to meeting many
old friends of all ranks in other Coys.
We also intend to keep the Bn. Efficiency Cup. provided, of
course, we can raise enough bodies to perform in the Guard
Mounting Competition whilst in Camp.
Since writing last, we have welcomed Messrs. Coleman.
Piper and Winch to our ranks and wish them good soldiering,
and having been issued with M.T. (one pneumonia model) and
88 Sets, we feel we are now really uptodate soldiers at last.
After Camp we are hoping for some indoor and outdoor
matches with other Coys, and local clubs and. of course, as a
side line we have an interesting Training Programme all ready.
" Grouch Again."
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"D" Company
Principal news this time is of Dave Baker. Our " Doughy "
met with a nasty accident a few weeks back, which landed
him in " dock" for a while. He had an argument with a
rather large lorry and was consequently bashed about quite a
bit. Amongst other things, he is now left with an arm in a
case and a temporary slowup of movement, but he is back
with us and almost his old self again. He had a lucky escape
and we were all much relieved when it was found that his
injuries weren't so bad as was first thought. He hopes to come
to Camp with us and let's hope he does.
Sgt. " Rags " Hedges has come to Penge to take over Dave's
duties. The brewers were not informed of his arrival and there
has been a consequent shortness of liquor locally. " Rags " is
still a bit bewildered about it all—he'll get used to it ! Still,
he's very fond of a pint or ten and has some staunch supporters
of the hobby at Penge !
On Friday, the 29th April, a team of four, captained by
" Horace." visited the Beckenham Liberal Club to challenge
them at darts and they won—yes, won ! They thoroughly
enjoyed themselves they tell me, and met some old members
of the Regiment.
Camp this year should be a really active time for us. The
Camp area has been viewed by some of the chaps, and all agree
it's just the job. The " Star Inn " being quite near seems to
account for a measure of the enthusiasm, f shall endeavour to
give an account, in the next 'issue, of our various activities
during the stay at Shorncliffe. Friday, the 13th May, saw us
entertaining a large crowd from a Bromley club. Things went
with a swing from the start, and amongst other things, a
shooting match and a darts match were arranged, The scores
put up by our blokes on the range were phenomenal—best
shooting I have seen there for some while. It certainly made
up for the darts—we didn't shine there. Later in the evening
there was dancing to music from the 'gram, and refreshments
were provided, as usual, by Mrs. Walker. " Hookey " officiated
at the bar, which, incidentally, was well patronised, judging
by the raucous sounds heard later.
On Sunday, 15th May. I travelled to St. Mary Cray with
D Coy. members of the Bn. football team to see the match
with 622 Queen's H.A.A., and give here a brief account.
4/R.W.K. team: Everest; Pte. Tedman, Pte. Wooldridge:
L/Cpl Mew, L/Cpl. Everett, Pte. Stanley; Cpl. Styles,
Maj. Odell, Pte. Johnson, L/Cpl. Green. Pte. Westbrook.
Referee : Sgt. Munday.
For a while there was little but midfield free for all, but
soon the H.A.A. got cracking and. showing better team work,
got their first
goal through Locke, who had the goalkeeper
stumped. R.W.K. managed to get in one or two shots, but
there was no power behind them. The H.A.A. got their second
by quick snatching of an opportunity when the IR.W.K. goalie
ran out but couldn't quite get to the ball and then H.A.A.
forward kicked it in to make the score 2—0. R.W.K. had some
hard luck. At one time there was a tussle in front of the
H.A.A. goal and Bob Green tried a difficult shot which didn't
quite make good. R.W.K. lacked the knack of finishing
off a
good runthrough—several good breakthroughs were made only
to be broken up through lack of short passing at the end.
Maj. Odell on one occasion made a valiant effort and it really
deserved a goal. R.W.K.'s only goal was scored from a penalty
by L/Cpl. Everett, who played a stout game as centre half. The
Bn. team had had no practice together and showed up well
considering this.
The final score was 622 Queen's H.A.A. 4, 4/R.W.K. 1.
That's all this time.
" Oappin Hejrow."

EYES RIGHT SotIc'I
If you want your Evening Wear,
Sports Wear, or in fafct anything
Laundered expertly, send to the

Maidstone & District Laundry Go., Ltd,
Loose Road, Maidstone.
Telephone : Maidstone 3020

THE QUEEN S OWN GAZETTE

104
"H.Q." Company

At last H.Q. Coy: has made an entry. We have been busy
redecorating our quarters at the Drill Hall.
Sgt. Carver has turned up for parade in white denims,
paint brush at the slope, paint pots at the alert.
What with the B.S.M.'s colour schemes, we could easily
advertise ourselves as " interior decorators."
Now that we are all " competent" drivers, we shall have
not difficulty in getting from A to B—or shall we ?
We notice that C.S.M. Hills is looking much better now
that the driving course has finished.
Famous last words: " l
thought that was the accelerator."
Sgt. Carver is buying a large stock of " Wren's" boot polish.
Look out ! Sgt. Hills.
" Bung Ho."

Support Company
During the last month things have gone quite smoothly
and there have been no untoward incidents. Our chief activity
has been the continuation of Carrier driving instruction with
very satisfactory results—those of us who do not indulge in
this pastime are convinced that each vehicle can now find its
way absolutely unaided to nearly every public house within
a radius of about 10 miles of Tonbridge !
Apart from this Carrier driving our time has been occupied
in brushing up Drill and A/Tank gunnery, in preparation for
Camp. The Q.M. Staff has been busy ensuring that every man's
kit is complete, and each one of us has been attacked by the
C.S.M. with such questions as " What size boots do you wear ? "
and " Have you received you war medals yet ? " Our prepara
tions are nearing completion now, and we are hoping that the
weather will be kind to us while we are actually in Camp so
that we can get down to some really useful work, as well as
having a welcome rest and change from our civilian occupations.
Despite the almost " Pressgang" tactics of the C.S.M.
recruiting is still not going too well, although we have a trickle
of enquiries each week, but we are expecting to be able to
spread our net farther afield in the near future and are hoping
for big things.
J.L.L.
i

Sergeants' Mess
The past month has been very quiet, apart from the
" din " on Thursday evenings, when H.Q. Coy. were sorting out
stores and issuing kit for Camp. Sgt. Bucknell, M.M., the
P.S.X., looked rather like a pawn broker issuing and changing,
bowler hats, Army pattern, and other pieces of equipment
which go to make up a soldier; however, he did succeed in
making one or two passable looking " Old Bills.."
Jack (O.R.Q.M.S. Breaden, M.B.E.) is a most harassed man
these days. He tells me the last amendment to Move Orders
was in the fourfigure region. Due to the pile of " bumf"
which surrounds him, communication with him is strictly by
'phone.
However, I think it can be said, even for Jack, that all are
looking forward to the coming week at St. Martin's Plain.
Whether this obvious keenness to get to Camp is due to
ambition to improve their military knowledge or have their
" fling," I can't say, but I gather it is thought that the small
T.E.W.T., laid on for the " better halves" on Saturday, 27th,
may help smooth the way for the R.T.F. the following day.
It was reported after last year's Camp that some wives
didn't recognise the returning warriors. Alf ! Will Waterman,
Waterman,Waterman and Company, please note rendition.

The Wireless Shop
F. G. WHITNALL
I
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THE REGIMENTAL DEPOT
We offer our heartiest congratulations to the 1st Bn. on
winning the Army Boxing and we like to think we did our
little bit by a party from The Depot attending to cheer the
team to its wellearned victory. As the expedition was organized
by and consisted mainly of Sgts.,'I will leave them to describe
it. I gather there were some casualties among the beer bottles
during the journey.
On Friday, May the 6th, a cocktadl party was held at The
Depot in the Officers' Mess. The Royal Star Hotel very nobly
lent us glasses and table cloths, and advised us as to suitable
cocktails. The Manager also told us the quantities of hard
liquor usually required by a hundred Kentish guests at a cock
tail party. To be on the safe side, Maj. Keenlyside doubled
everything and mixed two potent brews, which, having passed
several tests, were pronounced good and were adopted as the
basis for the evening.
Q.M.S. Baldwin, A.C.C., was lent us for the day, and he
and the Mess Staff had a hect'lc time getting the Mess, the
drinks and the food ready. Sgt. Huntington brought himself
back from a course at Aldershot in order to assist, and with
a steady hand, mixed and served drinks throughout the evening.
We can now admit that the gin did run out, but the P.M.C.
managed to obtain five more bottles from 36 Army Engineer
Regiment. The Mess waiters and the subalterns from the 1st
Bn. (to whom we offer our thanks for their help) did extremely
well. pte. " Beaky " Jones did the best of all. In fact, he did
so well that for a brief period he was going round with a jug
in each hand, without impartiality or favour, but with
apparent affection, asking guests whether they wanted " sweet
or dry," "wet or fine " and even "wet ordry."
We all thoroughly enjoyed ourselves and hope our guests
did too. Over a hundred attended the'party, including the
Colonel of the Regiment and large parties from the 1st and
4th Bns. The question of what fund shall pay for the party
is still sub. judice.
The Chancellor of the Exchequer may have been rather
busy in April, but his activities were as nothing compared with
the effoirts of Maj. Keenlyside and Capt. Faulkner to get their
accounts ready for audit. After some readjustment under the
masterly guidance of Col. Eason as President of the Audit Board,
we are glad to report that accounts were finally submitted and
passed by District Headquarters.
On the 11th of May the Married Familes' Committee held
their inaugural meeting over a cup of tea. They are hoping to
arrange a Families' Outing and for a Children's Playroom to
be taken into use.
O.C. Depot visited Headquarters, Eastern Command, to hear
a lecture by the Military Secretary, and the School of Infantry
at Warminster to see the Attack demonstration. Maj. Mines
and C/Sgt. August have just departed to attend the Officers'
Day at Shorncliffe, run by the 1st Bn. Sgt. Huntington and
Cpl. Pratt have departed for France for Exercise " Whitecliffe."
They are on the staff of a battlefield tour. The Officers put
in to go on the tour, as students, but, unfortunately, no
vacancies were allotted. However, we hope our N.C.O. repre
sentatives thoroughly enjoy themselves.
We are looking forward to Whitsun leave, when The Depot
will once more cheerfully reduce itself to a minimum and O.C.
Depot will be praying that no fires, riots or burglaries disturb
the Whitsun peace of the Barracks.

Sergeants' Mess
The month of May has been a great success, both socially
and in the line of entertainment for the Mess.  Following a
cocktail party, held at the Officers' Mess on the evening of the
6th May, the Sgts. held a grand dance in the new gymnasium,
which was very well attended by our many friends and con
tinued until the early hours of the morning. Our thanks are
due to all who worked very hard in connection therewith to
ensure its smooth running. As an experiment it was decided
that some form of entertainment should be provided during
the interval. This was duly laid on and the services of a con
juror and entertainer were obtained. This apparently was
enjoyed by all, but it is not understood why such good living
members should have their murky past revealed to all ana
sundry by an entertainer who has not been noticed in the
vicinity of the Barracks before. C/Sgt. Pooley and .the
O.R.Q.M.S. seem to have been having " Some fine carryings on '*
that were brought to light on this occasion. However, they
both have rather thick skins and can " take It" in the Spirit
it was given. Beware, those responsible, should the opportunity
arise it might be your turn next. We were very pleased to see
Col. and Mrs. Coe, Maj; and Mrs. LewisBarned. M.C., Capt.
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Maynard and other officers of the Regt. and their ladies at the
dance.
The new gymnasium was placed at the disposal of the local
Platoon of the Women's Royal Army Corps on the following
Friday evening (13th May—a very unlucky day for some ?) for
yet another dance. Of course, ALL members turned up in
force for this event, but in spite of this it was very disappoint
ing to see so many ladies having to " sit out " for the lack of
male partners. Nevertheless a very pleasant evening was spent
by all. and some excellent entertainment was provided in the
form of a cabaret, which was acclaimed by all.
And yet another dance on the following Friday—the Mess
having been invited to the 36th Army Engineer Regiment
Sergeants' dance at Invicta Lines on 20th May. This happened
to be on the same evening as the local branch of the Past an&
Present Association meeting, which is normally held in the
Sgts'. Mess at the Barracks. In view of the attraction at
Invicta Lines, the business of the meeting was soon got through
and a few of the members retired to spend a very pleasant
evening with our neighbour unit. Our old friend, Mr. Walker,
kindly placed his car at our disposal for this event and it is
understood his battery reauired replacement the next day—
somebody must have ieft the lights on—or did they ?
Our very heartiest congratulations go to all members of
the 1st Bn. Boxing Team on their winning The Army Boxing
Team Championships for the current year. In this connection
let it be mentioned that no mean support was occasioned from
The Depot. Coaches were laid on, irrespective of expense for
each meeting except the first versus 14th Regiment, R.A. Some
good clean boxing and very close bouts have been enjoyed bv
all and, of course, we are very proud to be able to say our
Regiment are The Army Team Boxing Champs, for this year
and we hope they will again be so in the coming years. It was
a long run to Aldershot for the finals
on 17th May, but the
time was compensated by the beautiful scenery through Kent
and Surrey. A halt was called at Redhill. where tea was taken
and a check made of the contents of the boot at the back or
the coach, where it was found that casualties had occurred
with the bottles in the crates, some having burst through
severe shaking. What were left were very welcome during the
interval of the boxing, at which point things were not looking
so very bright for our team. After the interval, however, the
team never looked back and won four of the five fights
remain
ing, the excitement being at fever pitch when the last pair
came into the ring. After the excitement of winning "had
simmered down we adjourned for the last halfhour to " The
Queen's " at the end of the parade, where we met Maj. Bredon,
a former member of the 1st Bn., who had the pleasure of seeing
his old Bn. win. After the ominous call, " Time please," we
returned to our coach and settled down for a quiet journey
home, during which a couple of members got argumentive as
regards their ability at Crib. This was settled on the spot by
a game in the coach—of course, you all know the winner. We
eventually arrived at the Barracks at 130 a.m., all tired hut
very pleased with our victory.
The dining members of the Mess have dwindled consider
ably recently. This has been brought about by Bob Baker
(the medical man) (attached) indulging in the glamour of a
fortnight's T.A. Camp at Dibgate. (What a pleasant spot !)
He is back now, but has not mentioned what fine messing they
had there—he looked tired and sunburnt on his arrival but is
gradually regaining that fine pale skin one can acquire when
not out in the open spaces. W.O.II Blundon thought it would
be a good idea to wangle a visit to Records—this he has
managed to do combining it with his Whitsun leave. Don't
misunderstand; he is not visiting Records Office during his
leave. Oh, no ! The visiting part is tacked on so to speak—
you know—two days at Records, two to get there, two to get
back, plus the weekend—not bad is it '! Of course, it will not
count as leave. With the departure of the two members men
tioned aforesaid, only one dining member remains. How was
he to feed—could not go on like that—so it has been arranged
for the Royal Artillery to step into the breech by arranging for
two of their stalwarts to be attached temporarily. We welcome
them and hope they will have a pleasant sojourn. They have
been initiated into the snooker school and are coming along
nicely. No doubt will be able to give a better account or
themselves in due course. Bob Baker (the medical man)
(attached) has recently got a bee in his bonnet that he is
really good, allowing for his temporary absence at Camp (see
above); he is just about keeping his end up. It is anticipated
that W.O.II Blundon will be completely out of touch on his
return to the fold from his dutycumleave visit to Records.
One other member of the Mess (nondining) is also doing duty
on the Continent (Battlefield tour " D " Day Landing). We all
sincerely hope he enjoyed his Channelcrossing and was not;
seasik. It should have been all right, they crossed in a landing

craft and they are flatbottomed
and therefore should keep
an even keel.
R.S.M. and Mrs. Hayley attended the wedding of Miss Kerr,
daughter of Col. E. S. Kerr, formerly Officer Commanding the
Depot at the outbreak of the last war. This was held at All
Saints' Church and the reception followed at Wateringbury on
Wednesday, 25th May. 1949.
C.S.M. Whitlock, home from Malta, visited the Depot and
was almost posted there, but the chances of securing the ser
vices of yet one more to carry out the strenuous duty of Duty
Warrant Officer, etc.. fell through on receipt of a posting to the
1st Bn. from O.I.C. Records. Sat. Whitley, whom we were also
expecting has received his nosting orders whilst on leave. He
is to join the Military School of Administration, as OrderlySgt..
direct from leave. W.O.II Wells arrived from B.A.O.R. quite
unexpectedly for a prerelease course. He is well known to
many former members of the 1st Bn. and they will be surorised
to know that he had made up his mind to become a civilian so
early in life. W.O.II Garrard reioined from his temporary
attachment at West Tofts Camp, Thetford. and, having taken
his turn at a couple Duty W.O.s. dusted the Museum, etc.. has
taken a spot of leave prior to joining the Roval Militarv
Academy, Sandhurst, on probation pending anpoifitment as
Administration C.S.M. there. We all wish him the best of luck.
Bob Case looked in one evening after ouite a long snell. He
still says you have to work hard in civvv street. Our best
wishes go to C.S.M. Benn. who. it is understood has, or will be
shortly, sailing for Ceylon—luckv chao. Anvhow a Python
tour is only about three to three and a half years, so why worrv.
"Rags" Hedges rejoined from his attachment to the 4th Bn.
and has now been posted to 1st Bn.. Shorncliffe. Sgt. Beech, who
has been posted to 1st Bn.. The Roval Sussex Regt.. has recently
been around in Barracks. It is understood he is on embarkation
leave and is making arrangements for the accommodation of
his family after his departure for overseas. His family have
occupied the Sgts'. Mess married ovarter for about the pnst
18 months or so. It is not known if the vacation of this
particular married quarter has anything to do with the rumour
going around that one of the single Mess dining members is con
templating marriage in the near future. Further details in this
resoect will be brought to light in due course. Our congratu
lations go to Sgt. Leach, of the 1st Bn., on the arrival of a
son and heir and we hope the bairn will soon be able to
" Slope Arms." R.S.M. Hallett managed to come along with the
Depot party to witness the Semifinal of the Boxing at Shorn
cliffe. He is at present with 14 Command Workshops at
Ashford—just jogging along. We are also looking forward to
seeing Bill Hunt. It is understood he is now serving within
the Eastern Command. So don't forget, give us a look when
you are this way next time.
Mess TO))ics
Is C/Sgt. Poolev on special diet still ?
Is it true that the R.S.M. tried to bite the Medical Officer
when he was inspecting his throat recently ?
Apology to members of 4th Bn., Sgts'. Mess, for accusations
made in the " Buster " for May, '49. Congrats, on your effort—
expect more this timet after your sojourn in Camp.

V
TERRITORIAL AND AUXILIARY FORCES
ASSOCIATION, COUNTY OF KENT
Applications are invited for the appointment of Secretary,
which will become vacant in February, 1950. The appointment
will be fulltime and the salary £1,000 per annum rising by
annual increments of £50 to £1.400 per annum, the engagement
being subject to review by the War Office at fiveyearly
intervals.
Candidates must not be more than 50 years of age at the
date of appointment, viz.. 8th February, 1950, and must have
had commissioned service with H.M. Forces.
The successful candidate will be required to pass a medical
examination and to contribute to the Superannuation Fund.
The headquarters are at Maidstone and forms of application
can be obtained from—
The Secretary,
Kent Territorial and Auxiliary Forces Association,
Yeomanry House,
Boxley Road.
Maidstone. Kent.
Applications must be lodged not later than the 15th July,
1949.
Testimonials are not required at this stage.
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THE QUEEN'S OWN PAST & PRESENT ASSOCIATION
5th BATTALION—EX "B" COMPANY

DEPTFORD AND DISTRICT BRANCH

We missed last month, unfortunately, but with a good
excuse. Your humble scribe was at the mercy of his dentist
for a week or two and now has an aching void where his
molars used to be.
Wc have had two meetings, therefore, since the last appear
ance in print, both of which wore very successful.
The addition of two new " old " laces t.o our ranks has
resulted in a drastic change in the order ol proceedings. The
two additions are Alf and Sid Smith, of Drums fame and the
innovation the timehonoured game ol " Tinnit." This indeed
brings back a prewar T.A. atmosphere to our meetings and we
only await the production one day of the old " pokey die " to
recapture completely those grand days.
We have one or two "dates" to fulfil in the next month
or two, one of which will take place before this appears in
print. This trip is again at the invitation of our very good
friends Mr. and Mrs. Snow of the " Buck's Head," Godden Green.
We are hiring a coach and are going down to tea one Saturday
afternoon. We know that Saturday. June 25th. will be a " red
letter " day in our memory calendar. More of that next time.
We hope to muster 30.
Our next date will be the Regimental Reunion, which wc
expect to attend in force. We feel sure that anybody who has
has the pleasure of experiencing a Regimental Reunion would
be certain not to miss any more.
T.A. Camp at Shorncliffe within the next month too. and
those of us who cannot take part as active T.A. members will,
we hope, be lucky enough to get down there on Visitors' Dav.
That, I think, is enough dates for one month ! We would
like to remind all and sundry that B Company's Fourth Annual
Reunion Dinner and Dance will be on Saturday. 10th December,
this year. Full particulars may be had from L. C. Clarke. 62.
Summerfield Street. S.E.12. Tickets are necessarily limited, so
it is first come, first served !
Our letters this month include one from " Ginger " Taylor
in Australia and one from Cant. Leslie W. Clarke in Nairobi.
Kenya. Capt. Clarke was with C Coy. before the war. We
cannot claim any B Coy. proprietorship, but would like to con
gratulate Capt. Clarke on his engagement, and. indeed his
marriage, for he tells us he is to be married in April. " Ginger "
Taylor Is still doing well in Australia, and tells us Bill Mascali
in New Zealand is still looking pretty fit, despite his deepsea
diving activities.
We had intended to pay the Deptford Branch a visit this
month, but unfortunately circumstances were against us, and
we hope to have that pleasure another time.
Our last meeting was distinguished by a visit from some
members of the Bromley Branch, namely. Mr. and Mrs. Cox and
Mr. and Mrs. Hedges. We were very pleased to see these visitors,
and hope that they may encourage others to come over one day
to see us. The gents., of course, were well able to hold their
own talking of old times, and new times, whilst the ladies did
exceptionally well at the " T'.ppit " table A pleasant evening.
And that, I think, is about all for this month, so cheerio
from Penge.
" Nightingale."

Our monthly meeting was held on 28th May. 20 members
being present.
After the usual procedure, discussion was
centred around the Reunion on 24th July, at Maidstone, when
Deptford are expected to have a record number in attendance.
We were all very pleased to hear the progress of Mr. Fifield.
after a very serious illness, but our olef friend. Mr. W.
Thompson is reported to be in a very serious position in Si,.
Stephen's Hospital, Fulham. A good many men of the 1st and
2nd Bus.. C Coy., will remember him auite well and be verv
sorry at this news. I shall report further on this case as
reports come in.
It was verv good to see Mr. George Carter's usual letter
in " The Q.O.G." and believe me, George, Deptford will be set
on seeing you 24th July, so cheerio till then.
J. W. Reed.

CHATHAM

BRANCH

The monthly meeting, held at the Drill Hall on Monday.
2nd May. produced a fairly good attendance. Chairman Wilkins
opened the meeting at 7.45 p.m.
Apology for absence was received from Maj. Brothers.
Letters were read from Mrs. Lismore and Alf Tapp. We were
pleased to see the latter able to be with us, in spite of fractured
ribs. Minutes of previous meeting were read and confirmed.
Joe Wright submitted the Treasurer's report, which was
accepted. The Outing Committee reported that the coaches
for 26th June were full. Arrangements would be announced
at the June meeting on 13th.
A list of members who had fallen into arrears with their
subscriptions was read and various members offered to contact
those in their district in an effort to bring the delinquents
back to the fold.
That's all for now, except " Don't forget to come to the
Annual Reunion at Maidstone on Sunday. July 24th."
G. H. Anchors,
Branch Correspondent,

LONDON

BRANCH

Well, as promised, my report of London Branch's First
Annual Dinner since the last world war. which took place at
" The Eagle Hotel," Ladbroke Grove. London, W.10.
One alteration from my last report, that is, we were very
pleased to have the company of the Colonel of the Regiment.
Maj.Gen. W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E. The following is a list of
those that attended :
Colonel of the Regiment. Mai.Gen. W. P. Oliver, C.B.,
OB.E..; Brig.Gen. T. RosePrice, C.M.G.. D.S.O., Col. W. V.
Palmer. Lt.Col. A. Eason. Maj. A. S. Bredon. Capt. Coyle. Mr.
and Mrs. Elson. Mr. and Mrs. Cole. Capt. Williams and friend,
Mr. and Mrs. Roach and friend. Mr. and Mrs. Broadbent, Mr.
and Mrs. Sweetman, Mr. R. J. Protz. Mr. Davies, Mr. Fincham
and friend. Mr. Knight. Mr. Cornish, Mr. P. Winter, Mr.
Edwards. Mr. and Mrs. Gunter. Mr. J. Marr. Mr. W. Jennings,
Mr. Page and one Pensioner from the Royal Hospital, Chelsea,
Mr Seaman.
So. taking that fair number it was quite a happv party
that had a very good evening. A photo was taken and if it is
not on this page, I feel sure it will be on another page ol
" The Q.O.G."
The undermentioned members proposed the following
toasts and made small speeches; "His Majesty the King,"
by the Chairman. Mr. H. A. Elson; "Her Royal Highness the
Duchess of Kent," by Brig.Gen. T. RosePrice; " The Regi
ment." by Capt. N. H. Coyle; " The Colonel of the Regiment,"
bv Maj. A. S. Bredon; " Ladies and Friends," by Mr. R. J. Protz.
Maj.Gen. Oliver made a small return speech with quite a
lot of meaning.
Now that we have started with the Dinners we intend to
make this an annual affair now chat London Branch has once
again, after some hard work by all members, managed to
obtain a pretty good number of members to join us. A vote ol
thanks was given the Committee for the way they arranged
the Dinner and to Mrs. King, of " The Eagle Hotel," who made
an appearance to receive our thanks. I am sure everybody
had a very good time.
A telegram was sent to Her Royal Highness the Duchess
of Kent and a reply was received whilst we were at Dinner,
wishing London Branch all success at their First Annual
Dinner since the last world war.
Our next gathering will be Thursday, June 30th, when a
party of 20 members will gather at the Olympia for the Royal
Tournament, where again I think they will spend a very good
time. So, with those few words I will bring" my recording of
the Annual Dinner to a close.
We held our monthly meeting on Friday, May 27th, at our
Headquarters, " The Spread Eagle." Attendance was small
owing to the fact, I think, that the holiday season has com
menced. We decided that owing to the Annual Dinner being
such a success we would be having one each year, so we also
hope that each one will be attended by more members.
I have really very little to record this month, but will all
members please note that our next meeting, Friday, June 24th,
will be the Annual General Meeting. This meeting is solely
for the purpose of selecting new Committees from the Chair
man downwards, so we itru it that as many members as
possible will turn up. Also, will all members who have pro
posals and suggestions, please inform the Secretary as soon
as possible belore the meeting so that no time will be wasted
during the meeting asking for proposers and seconders.

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE
The Chairman and all members of London Branch con
gratulate the 1st Bn. on winning the Army Boxing; well done.
1st Bn. So until next month I will say cheerio to all Branches
and all Past and Present members of " The Queen's Own."
W. A.Cole.
MAIDSTONE

BRANCH

Hearty congratulations to the Boxing Team, 1st Bn., on
winning the Army Unit Boxing Championship.
The result is all the more commendable, as the last time the
Regiment won a boxing tournament was in 1912, when the
2nd Bn. came back from Delhi with Durbar Cup.
It recalls the days when the Regiment had such exponents
of the " noble art " as Bill Baker, Bob Darley, Jack Shepherd,
" Bricky " Smith, and many others.
The May meeting was a great success, six new members
being enrolled; about 40 in all attended.
A cricket match against The Depot is being played on
19th June. The Sgts'. Mess is providing tea and a social even
ing will be held afterwards.
Full details in next issue.
*
,
Don't forget the Reunion !
" Gnat."



NOTICE
Calling all exSignallers, 2nd Bn. !
Our Fourth Annual Reunion will be held on Saturday,
12th November, 1949, and we want this to be an even bigger
success than last year. Keep the flags flying,
and don't forget
your subscriptions. Full particulars from B. W. Shears, 118,
Raleigh Road, Feltham, Middlesex.


Subscription rates; —
Other Ranks 5/ per annum, post free;
Officers 91 per annum, post free;
Single Copies 5d., post free.

WHO SAYS THAT
HORSES
ARE

AFRAID

OF

ELEPHANTS?
PHONE MAIDSTONE 3313
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The
Queen's Own
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Association
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THE

11th Annual Reunion
W I L L , TAKE P L A C E O N

Sunday, July 24th, 1949
AT

The Barracks, Maidstone
Church Parade


11.30 a.m.
Laying of Wreaths on Cenotaph

12.5 p.m.
Service of Remembrance at All Saints' Church
Maidstone


12.30 p.m.
The

Regimental

Band

will

be

present

(By kind permission of Lt.-Col. A. MARTYN and Officers of
The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment)

BUFFET LUNCH
LUNCH 3'Applications,

together

with

remittance,

1,30 p.m.
TEA from 3.3©
should

be forwarded to the Treasurer, The Barracks.

Maidstone, not later than Monday, 11th July, 1948

The Band will play during the Afternoon
Side Shows will be held on the Sports Ground
Ladies

are

invited

to

attend,

but

owing to limited accommodation this invitation must be

limited to the wives and widows of those who have served in the Regiment.

The

Hon. Secretary,
The Queen's Own Past & Present Association,
Regimental Headquarters,
The Barracks, Maidstone

THE
QUEEN'S OWN

PAST <& PRESENT
ASSOCIATION

FOUNDED—

J U L Y 1911
PATRON:

HER ROYAL HIGHNESS, PRINCESS MARINA, DUCHESS OF KENT. C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
ColonelinChief The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
PRESIDENT:
MAJORGENERAL W. P. OLIVER, C.B., O.B.E.
Colonel of the Regiment.
CHAIRMAN:
COLONEL W. V. PALMER.
HON. SECRETARY & TREASURER:
LT.COL. A. A. EASON
Regimental Headquarters, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone.
COMMITTEE:
Branch Representatives:
Bromley—Mr. S. G. Lewis, 98, College Road, Bromley, Kent.
Chatham—Mr. J. E. Wright, Royson, 43, Blaker Avenue,
Rochester.

Tonbridge—Mr. Pollard,
Wells, Kent.
Battalion

20,

Windmill Street,

Representatives, including Affiliated

Tunbridge
Battalions

Dartford—

6th Battalion—Mr. C. Sayers, 59, Grasmere Gardens, Orping
ton, Kent.

Deptford and Distriot Branch—Mr. J. W. Reed, 55, Berthon
Street, Deptford, London, S.E.8.

7th Battalion—Mr. C. T. Pratt, 45, King Street, Maidstone,
Kent.

Gravesend—Mr. W. T. Nichols, 61, King's Drive, Gravesend,
Kent.

8th Battalion—Mr. A. E. Scrase, 23, Morton Gardens, Welling
ton, Surrey.

London—Mr. W. A. Cole, 29, Moray Road, Flnsbury Park,
London, N.4.

10th Battalion—Mr. Stanford, 10, Bramble Close, Maidstone,
Kent.

Maidstone— Mr. H. Carman, "Quetta", BoughtonMonchelsea,
Kent.

11th Battalion—Mr. L. W. Dawson, 6. Bramley Way, West
Wlckham, Kent.

Shorncliffe—Mr. E. W. N. Elvy, 235, Cherlton High Street,
Cherlton, Folkestone.

20th London Regt., O .C.A.—Mr. J.
Nutley, Sussex.

Mingay, Forest Crest,

Additional Member:
Mr. M. R. Audsley, 54. Spur Road, Orpington, Kent.

Home Guard Battalions Affiliated:
26th County of London Battalion Home Guard, Old Com
rades* Association, 19, Conberra Rd., Bexley Heath, Kent.
Penshurst & District Home Guard, Old Comrades' Associa
tion, Bassetts, Chlddingstone Causeway, Nr. Tonbridge.
Collier Street Home Guard, Old Comrades' Association,
Collier Street, Nr. Marden, Kent.
Rochester Branch Homo Guard, Old Comrades' Association,
85, St. Margaret's Street, Rochester, Kent.

Sevenoaks Home Guard, Old Comrades' Association, The
Red House, Sevenoaks, Kent.
"C" Company, 14th Battalion Kent Home Guard, Old Com
rades' Association, 22, St. Werburgh Crescent, Hoo,
Nr. Rochester, Kent.
22nd London Battalion Home Guard. Ola Comrades' Asso
ciation, Building A 86, Royal Arsenal, Woolwich,
London, S.E. 18.

Membership is open to all who are serving or who have served in Tho Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment. Subscriptions
are: Life Membership: Officers £2/10/0; Other Ranks 10/; or an Annual Subscription of: Officers 5/; Other Ranks 1/.
The object of this Association is to foster esprit de oorps, to help members keep in touch with ona another, and to assist
those in distress. The Association is affiliated to the British Legion.
Past and Present Association Badges are available at a cost of 2/ to Lifs Members.
All communication should be addressed to the Hon. Secretary, Past and Present Association, The Quse<v« Own Royal Weal
Kent Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone, Kent.

HAYNES
BROTHERS
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ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS,
RADIO & TELEVISION

NOTED

Visit our Showrooms at
14 

18. KING ST., MAIDSTONE
(Opposite the G.P.O.)

FARMER & BROWN ALES
KENTISH CYDER

«. noi;ro\

Y/ines, Spirits & Mineral Waters of the
choicest brand.

and Sons

N E W S A G E N T S
S T A T I O N E R S
TOBACCONISTS
CONFECTIONERS

Price List on Application. All goods dalivercd.
'Phone Maidstone 3090

22, WEEK STREET,
MAIDSTONE

Messes Supplied

9

c.

ROYAL MILITARY AYEYUE
ClILItlTOY, FOLKESTOXE
{Adjoining entrance to Shorncliffe Camp)

Maidstone's Safest Milk ! !
Tel: REGBNT 5915.
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Infants and Invalids
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34 SACKVILLE ST., LONDON
Specially Appointed to the
1st and 2nd Battalions The
Queen's Own Royal West
Kent Regiment

Also holds special appointments to many other
Regiments, and is extensive y patronised by Officers
in every branch of His Majesty's Service, bothat
home and abroad.
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THE QUEEN'S CWN

50th

97th
(Earl of Ulster's)

(The Queen's Own)

1st Battalion
(50th & 97th)  Moore Barracks,
Shorncliffe Camp.
4th Battalion

 Tonbridge

H.Q., R.A. (R.W.K.)
44 Home Counties
Div. (T.A.)
  Bromley
Depot

.

.

.

 Maidstone

20th London Regt.  Blackheath
(Tne Queen's Own Affiliated)

4

Allied Regiments oj the
Dominions:

Carleton and York Regiment,
Woodstock, N.B. Canada
The Kent Regiment (M.G.),
Chatham, Ontario, Canada
The Canterbury Regiment,
Christchurch, New Zealand

Branches:

Branches:

DEEPCUT
NEWARK
ALDERSHOT
SHRIVENHAM

CAMBERLEY
BOVINGTON
CATTERICK
CAMP

edimitedi
L O N D O N

4,

NEW.

MILITARY

BURLINGTON

TAILORS

S T R E ET ,

AND

W . i

OUTFITTERS

By Appointment to
The Royal Marinas
The Royal Armoured Corps
The Royal Tank Regiment
The Royal Artillery
The Royal Engineers
The Royal 8ignals
The Royal 8cots
The Queen's Royal Regiment
The King's Own Royal Regiment
The Royal Northumberland Fusiliers
The Royal Warwickshire Regiment
The King's Regiment
The Devonshire Regiment
The SuHolk Regiment
The Somerset Light Infantry
The East Yorkshire Regiment
The Bedfordshire St Hertfordehlre
Regiment
The Royal Leicester Regiment

The
The
The
The

Gloucestershire Regiment
Worcestershire Regiment
East Surrey Regiment
Duke of Cornwall's Light
Infantry
The Duke of Wellington's Regiment
The Border Regiment
The Royal Sussex Regiment
The Royal Hampshire Regiment
The South Staffordshire Regiment
The Dorsetshire Regiment
The Welch Regiment
The Essex Regiment
The Sherwood Foresters
The Loyal Regiment
The Northamptonshire Regiment
The Royal Berkshire Regiment
The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment

The King's Own Yorkshire Light
Infantry
The King's Shropshire Light Infantry
The Middlesex Regiment
The Wiltshire Regiment
The Manchester Regiment
The North Staffordshire Regiment
The York St Lancaster Regiment
The Durham Light Infantry
The Royal Ulster Rifles
The Rifle Brigade
The Royal Army Service Corps
The Royal Army Medical Corps
The Royal Army Ordnance Corps
The Army Educational Corps
The Army Dental Corps
The Intelligence Corps
The Reconnaissance Corps
The Indian Army

TELEPHONE 2838 MAIDSTONE

BENNITTS LTD.

Founded bv John Oclee in

1803

Mboleeaie anfr TRetatI {tobacconists

6 and 63a, HIGH STREET

OCLEE & SON

AND

3, MARKET STREET,

GOLDSMITHS A N D
SILVERSMITHS

MAIDSTONE
All

Orders promptly executed

Specialists for more than a century in supplying
WE WANT TO MAKE THE GAZETTE A

Challenge Cups, Medals and Sports Prizes for

BETTER

MAGAZINE, BUT CAN ONLY DO SO IF YOU ASSIST.

Military Units.

YOU CAN HELP BY:—
Prompt

payment of subscriptions.

n

Constructive criticism.

H
E3

Obtaining new subscribers.

S

35 Saiidgate Road
Folkestone

Sending us interesting articles and Photographs
for publication.

TELEPHONE

Submitting articles and photos in suitable time
for publication by 20th of previous month.
n
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HOME COUNTIES AREA.
"Quo Fa* et Gloria Ducunt."
BATTLE HONOURS BORNE ON THE REGIMENTAL COLOUR :
The Sphinx, superscribed "Egypt."
"Vlmiera," "Oorunna," "Almaraz," "Vittoria," "Pyrenees." "Nive."
"Orthes,"
"Peninsula,"
"Punniar,"
"Moodkee."
"Ferozeshah,"
"Aliwal,"
"Sobraon," "Alma," "Inkerman," "Sevastopol," "Lucknow," "New Zealand," "Egypt, 1882,"
"Nile, 188485," "South Africa, 190002," Afghanistan, 1919."
BATTLE HONOURS
"Mons,"

"Ypres,

1914,

'15,

'17,

BORNE ON

THE

KING'S COLOUR :

'18,' "Hill 60," "Somme, 1916, '18." "Vimy, 1917," "Italy, 1917, '18," "Gallipoll, 1915,"
" Gaza," " Defence of Kut A1 Almara," "Sharqat."

THE

GREAT

WAR

BATTLE

HONOURS—18 BATTALIONS :

"Mons," "Le Cateau," "Retreat from Mons." "Marne. 1914," "Aisne, 1914," "La Bassee, 1914," Messines, 1914, '17,"
"Ypres, 1914, '15 '17, 18," "Hill 60," "Gravenstavel." "St. Julien,"
"Frezenberg,"
"Loos,"
"Somme.
1916,
*18,"
"Albert, 1916, '18," "Bazentin," "Delville Wood," "Pozieres," "Guillemont,"
"FlersCourcelette,"
"Morval,"
"Thlepval,"
"Le Transloy," "Ancre Heights," "Ancre, 1916. '18," Arras,"1917,
'18."
"Vimy,
1917,"
"Scarpe,
1917."
"Oppy,"
"Pilckem," "Langemarck, 1917," "Menin Road," "Polygon Wood," "Broodseinde," "Passchendaele," "Cambral, 1917, '18"
"St. Quentin," "Rosieres," "Avre," Villers Bretonneux," "Lys," "Hazebrouck," "Kemmel," "Amiens," "Bapaume, 1918,"
"Hindenburg
Line,"
"Epehy,"
"Canal
du
Nord," "St.
Quentin
Canal,"
"Courtral,"
"Selle,"
"Sambre."
"France and Flanders, 191418," "Italy, 1917, '18," "Suvla." "Landing at Suvla," "Scimitar Hill," "Gallipoll, 1915,"
" Rumani,"
" Egypt,
191516,"
" Gaza,"
" El Mughar," "Jerusalem," "Jericho," ' Tell 'Asur," "Palestine, 1917, '18"
"Defence of Kut A1 Amara," "Sharqat." "Mesopotamia, 191518."

^Editorial
REUNION—SUNDAY, 24th JULY, 1949
Have you ordered your Buffet Lunch Ticket ? ?
Full details concerning the Reunion will be
found on page 112.

DATES TO NOTE

20th—25th JULY—
Regimental Tent: Maidstone Cricket Week.
24th JULY—
Reunion: Maidstone.

REGIMENTAL MUSEUM
A Silver Plate bearing the inscription: —
" PRESENTED BY GENERAL FOWLER BURTON, C.B.,
IN COMMEMORATION OF THE PRESENTATION OF NEW
COLOURS, 23RD JUNE, 1891."

has been presented to the Museum by Mrs. E. M. Newell,
widow of No. 5376, Pte. W. Newell., late 1st Battalion.
The Silver Plate was originally carried on the Bass
Drum belonging to the 1st Battalion.

Wc offer our congratulations to the under named
members of the Regiment on being awarded the O.B.E. in
His Majesty's Birthday Honours list: —
Lieut.Colonel K. G. Thrift, and Mr. L. P. Yates
Smith, late 8th Battalion, and now Librarian Imperial
War Museum.
We congratulate Sgt. W. L. Page, late of the
Regiment, on being awarded the Meritorious Service
Medal with annuity.

27th—28th JULY—
Regimental Cricket: v. The Buffs, on Depot Ground.
29th—30th JULY—
Regimental Cricket: v. Band of Brothers, on Depot
Ground.
29th JULY
Officers' Dance.—Royal Star Hotel. Tickets may be
had on application to O.C. Depot, The Barracks,
Maidstone, price 12/6 each (including buffet
supper).
Dancing 9 p.m. to 2 a.m.

CONTEMPORARIES
The Editor acknowledges
following Journals: —
Dragon
Globe and Laurel
Tank
Snapper
Wire

with thanks receipt of the
St. George's Gazette
R.A.O.C. Journal
Sapper
R.A.S.C. Journal

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

Memorial to L/Cpl. J. P. Harman, V.C., on Lundy Island.
Photo by

R. L. Knight, Ltd., Barnstaple.

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE
UNVEILING OF MEMORIAL TO L/CPL. J. P. HARMAN, V.C.
4th Bn., The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment
On June 20th a Memorial was unveiled on Lundy to the
memory of John Pennington Harman, 4th Bn., The Queen's
Own Royal West Kent Regiment, who was awarded a post
humous V.C. for conspicuous gallantry during the defence ol'
Kohima against the Japanese in April. 1944.
At the invitation of L/Cpl. Barman's father, who owns
Lundy, the following officers were present: Lt.Col. H. J.
Laverty, D.S.O., M.C., The Essex Regiment, who commanded
the 4th Battalion at Kohima, W.O. J. C. Breaden, M.B.E.,
Quartermaster at Kohima. exSgt. S. J. Tacon. D.C.M., who was
L/Cpl. Harman's Platoon Commander, and Maj. C. H.
Keenlyside.
The memorial is in the form of a plaque of blue gault
engraved with drawings of Burma palm leaves and teak
flowers and set on a great block of granite in a cliff side quarry,
where L/Cpl. Harman used to play as a child.
The ceremony, which was carried out by an exNaval Padre,
was most impressive, both for its simplicity and the lovely
setting of the quarry, the stone of which is said to be
1.500.000,000 years old. overgrown now with forgetmenots and
overlooking the sea, which on this day was a brilliant blue in
the sunlight.
After the ceremony, wreaths were laid by W.O. Breaden
and Lt.Col. Laverty, who described the circumstances or
L/Cpl. Harman's award and spoke of his remarkable strength
of character, coupled with a quiet and unassuming nature.
T&r. Harman then spoke of his family's natural pride in
his son's achievement and his pleasure at seeing so many had
gathered together to honour his memory.
For all those who were fortunate enough to be present,
it was a most unique experience.

Photo by

The citation covering the award reads :
"In Burma, at Kohima, on April 8th, 1944, L/Cpl. Harman
was commanding a Section of a forward Platoon. Under cover
of darkness the enemy established a machine gun post within
50 yards of his position, which became a serious menace to
the remainder of his Company.
" Owing to the nature of the ground, L/Cpl. Harman was
unable to bring the fire of his section on to the enemy
machine gun post. Without hesitation he went forward by
himself and using a 4sec. grenade, which he held on to for at
least two seconds after releasing the lever, in order to get
immediate effect, threw it into the post and followed up
immediately.
" He annihilated the post and returned to his Section with
the machine gun.
" Early on the following morning he recovered a position
on a forward slope 150 yards from the enemy in order to
strengthen a Platoon which had been heavily attacked during
the night.
" On occupying his position he discovered a part of the
enemy digging in under cover of machine gun fire and snipers.
Ordering his Bren gun to give him covering fire, he fixed his
bayonet and alone charged the post, shooting four and
bayoneting one, thereby wiping out the post.
" When walking back L/Cpl. Harman received a burst of
machine gun fire in his side, and died shortly after reaching
our lines."
The official citation adds that L/Cpl. Harman's heroic
action and supreme devotion to duty were a wonderful inspira
tion to all, and were largely responsible for the decisive way in
which all attacks were driven off by his Company.

Service in the Quarry.

R. L. Knight, Ltd., Barnstaple.
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THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT
11TH ANNUAL REUNION
MEMORIAL SERVICE PARADE—24th JULY, 1949
11.30 a.m. Parade—
The " Fall in " will be sounded. All ranks will form up
in Close Column of Battalions in line facing South.
Officers will parade with their respective Units. The
Senior Officer will take command
Right markers and Unit Notice Boards will be in
position in the following order: —
Branch and Battalion Standard Bearers:
Depot
1st Battalion
2nd Battalion
4th Battalion
5th Battalion
6th Battalion
7th Battalion
8th Battalion
9th Battalion
10th Battalion
11th Battalion
12th Battalion
20th London
Home Guard
Members who have served in more than one will
decide with which unit they will parade.
The Officer Commanding Regimental Depot will com
mand the Parade.
The Colonel of the Regiment, MajorGeneral W. P.
Oliver, C.B., O.B.E., will inspect the Parade, commencing at
11.30 a.m.

11.55 a.m. March Off—
The Parade, headed by the Band and Drums, will move
in column of route, order of march as above, to Brenchley
Gardens. Route: Sandling Road, Station Road.
On arrival at Brenchley Gardens, the Parade will be
led by guides to form three sides of a square, facing the
Regimental Cenotaph. Units will halt and turn inwards in
" threes " ancl stand "at ease.
His Worship The Mayor of Maidstone and Members
of the Corporation are attending.
The Officer Commanding Regimental Depot will call
the Parade to " Attention."
The " Last Post" will be
sounded, a two minutes silence observed followed by
" Reveille." Wreaths will then be laid on the Regimental
Cenotaph.

12.20 p.m. March to Church—
Route: Faith Street, Week Street, High Street, Mill
Street.
On arrival at the Church, Standard Bearers, Depot, 2nd
Bn., 5th Bn., 7th Bn., 11th Bn. and Home Guard will enter
the Church by the north entrance and will be conducted to
their seats on that side of the Church.
The remaining units will enter the Church by the south
entrance and will occupy seats on that side of the Church.
Branch Standard Bearers will form up in pairs behind
the Font, leaving room for the Mayor's procession to pass
and will move up to the Altar when the Vicar will receive
the Standards and place them near the Altar.

Standards will be returned to the Bearers on completion
of the Service.
Front seats will be reserved for His Worship the Mayor
of Maidstone and party, for ladies and Officers in uniform.
The Service will commence at 12.30 p.m.
The form of Service will be issued to all members in
the Church.
The dedication of the new Standard of the Deptford
and District Branch will take place during the course
of the Service.

12.50 p.m. Parade Outside Church in
Mill Street—
After the Service, members are requested to leave the
Church, commencing from the front pew, and return to Mill
Street by the same route that they entered.
The Band and Markers will be in position in Mill
Street, and units will form up in column of " Threes " in
the reverse order facing High Street.
Route: High Street, Pudding Lane, Museum Street,
Sandling Road.

March Past—
On arrival in Barracks, the Colonel of the Regiment
will take the Salute on the Barracks' Square.
The. Officer Commanding each Bn. will give the com
mand " Eyes Right" and he alone will salute or remove
headdress.
Units will march past and be dismissed independently
by the Officers Commanding.
Ladies wishing to attend the Service in All Saints'
Church should proceed independently in time to be seated
by 12.25 p.m.

Meals—
A Buffet Lunch will be provided at a cost of 3/ per
head. Members are requested to notify their requirements
to their Local Branch Representatives. Tickets may also
be obtained on application to Hon. Secretary. Regimental
Headquarters, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regi
ment, The Barracks, Maidstone. Cash should accompany
the order. No applications for tickets will be considered
after the 15th July, 1949.
Tea.—A Buffet Tea will be available.

Music—
The Band will play during the afternoon.

Amusements—
During the course of the afternoon various sideshows,
including Punch and Judy, Miniature Range, etc.. will be
available to keep both old and young amused.
Finally the Band and Drums will beat " Retreat."
C. H. KEENLYSIDE. Major,
Commanding Depot,
The Queen's Own R. W. K. Regt.
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Social and Personal

COLONEL OF THE REGIMENT
The following letters are published for general information:
From : Brig. F. H. B. Ingall. D.S.O.. Commandant H.Q..
Pakistan Military Academy, Kakul, N.W.F.P. Pakistan.
28th May, 1949.
Dear General Oliver.
On the withdrawal of troops from Razmak and Wana in
194748 the two Brigades concerned very kindly presented a
large proportion of their moveable assets to the Pakistan
Military Academy.
Included in articles received were 24
plaques either in brass or wood, bearing the Badges of certain
British Regiments. Some of these came from the Razmak
Club and others had been erected in front of Regimental
Quarter Guards. Included is the Badge of your Regiment.
The Pakistan Military Academy would like to have the
honour of retaining these Badges : they will greatly enhance
the look of our Messes and main halls and / hope, will remind
Cadets of the comradeship and close relations that their pre
decessors had with the British Army in the past, arid which I
trust will continue in the future. I am addressing all Colonels
of Regiments/Corps concerned, to ask if we may keep these
plaques.
We shall consider it a privilege and an honour if you will
permit us to retain the Badge of your Regiment in the Academy.
Yours sincerely,
F. II. B. Ingall.

From :

Maj.General W. P. Oliver. C.B., O.B.E.
15th June, 1949.
Dear Brigadier Ingall,
Thank you for you d.o. letter No. 504/1/EST of 28th May.
On behalf of all ranks of The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment I write to say that we hope that you will keep the
plaque bearing the Badge of our Regiment.
Those of us who have served abroad cherish very happy
memories of our service in India and our long association with
the Indian Army. Many of us, too, have been privileged to
serve with or alongside Indian troops in war.
I agree with you that we must all help to retain the
spirit of conmdeship which existed between our services in the
past and see that it is cavried forward into the future, and I
hope this small gift will help towards that end.
With every good wish.

Yours sincerely,
W.' P. Oliver.

THE CANTERBURY REGIMENT, NEW ZEALAND
The following extracts are published from a letter received
by the Colonel of the Regiment from Colonel D. E. B. Talbot,
D.S.O., M.C.. United Kingdom Service Liaison Staff, Wellington.
New Zealand :
(a) From Lt.Col. Ross Lascelles, late Commanding Officer of
the 1st Bn., Canterbury Regiment:
" I hope you will convey to the new Colonel of the
Regiment an expression oi goodwill from all who are
linked with the Canterbury Regiment in New Zealand."
(b) From Lt.Col. J. R. Williams. D.S.O., present Commanding
Officer of the 1st Bn.:
" ' The Queen's Own Gazette ' is arriving each month
and once we are properly reestablished I will see that it
is circulated amongst our officers. It will be of great
assistance in keeping our affiliation with your Regiment
alive.
We have now (April) got our officers down to
secondincommand ol Companies and are most fortunate
in that we have a very good team."
Colonel Talbot also writes:
" As regard the history of the 50th in New Zealand. I
am gradually accumulating material and have two possible
articles in rough draft. Incidentally, it transpires that
the first British soldiers (other than Marines) ever to land
in New Zealand was a Company of the 50th from New
South Wales in 1854."

Visitors to Regimental Headquarters in June were not so
numerous as in previous months. The following, however, did
pay us a' visit : —
Lt.Col. A. F. Hooper, T.D., late 5/RW.K.
Lt.Col. A. Howe.
Capt. J. Henning, who is Adjutant of the Eaton Hail
Officers' Cadet School, Chester.
Capt. D. F. Hackforth. who is shortly proceeding to Durban.
South Africa, with his family.
*

*

*

*

Maj. P. R. H. Turner, writing from Fort Leavensworth,
Kensas, U.S.A.. says : " The Course is drawing to a close and
we are sailing home on 5th August, on the Q.E. Hone all goes
well at home and that the Dinner is a success. I am sorry
that I cannot be there."
«
*
*
ft
We also heard from Lt.. J. W. Dinsdale, who is serving with
3rd Inf. Bde. as Provost Officer, in the Canal Zone.
s
*
*
*
Col. A. J. Coe and his assistant, Lt. L. A. Mannering, have
been with us for a short time in an official capacity.
*

*

*

#

We have also heard from Maj. S. E. Brooks, whom we
recently located at West End Cottages, Torteval, Guernsey. We
are glad to say that both Maj. and Mrs. Brooks are well.
*

*

*

*

It would be interesting to know if any of our subscribers
recognised Maj. Knight. M.C., when he appeared in "Picture
Page " on the night of the 29th June on the Television service
of the B.B.C. He had with him three young fox cubs. Maj.
Knight, who resides at Sevenoaks, will be remembered as the
owner of a Golden Eagle. He served with the 7th Bn. in
World War I.
*

*

*

«

We all wish Jean, daughter of Col. and Mrs. Wilkins, the
very best of luck. She is getting married at the end of this
month in the U.S.A.
Many of the older members of the 1st Bn. will remember
her in Bangalore.
*

«

«

»

Maj. D. J. McLelland writes : " 569 L.A.A./S.L. Regt., R.A.
(Q.O.R.W.K.), T.A., who have recently returned from Annual
Camp at the Royal Artillery Practice Camp, Langham, Norfolk,
was commanded by Maj. D. J. McLelland. R.A., T.A. (late 1st
Bn.. Q.O.R.W.K.), in the absence of Lt.Col. J. R. P. Chrystal.
O.B.E., R.A., T.A., and he writes to tell us he had the pleasure
of meeting Maj. V. Seal, R.A.. the Practice Camp Commandant,
who was born at the Unit's Headquarters at Holly Hedge
House, Blackheath, S.E.3, when his father was a Q.O.R.W.K.
Permanent Staff Instructor there."
14078956, L/Cpl. Mobbs, exDepot P.R.I. Clerk, paid us a
visit on 15th June. He is now undergoing a Course at London
University and expects to continue his studies for another
couple of years. By that time he hopes to have obtained the
degree of B.Sc. Eng. We wish him luck.
4

OBITUARY
The late Mr. Thomnson, No. 6428. late 1st and 2nd Bn.,
The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, who passed away
on the 2nd of June, was laid to rest in Shooter's Hill Cemetery
on 7th June. Floral tributes were sent on behalf of "The
Queen's Own" Past and Present Association members, Dept
ford and District, and Mr. and Mrs. Darby. President of the
Deptford and District Branch. The Association was repre
sented by Messrs. Reed, Stone and Mrs. Case, who had been a
constant visitor to him during illness.
" Old Bill," as we called him, served with the 1st Bn. in
France during the 191418 war. in C Company, and was badly
wounded near Ypres in 1915, and was discharged from military
service owing to disablement on 11th July. 1916.
Previous
service had been with the 2nd Bn. and he was well known by all
ranks. He had been doing good work as Welfare Officer to the
Deptford and District Branch of the Past and Present Associa
tion until illness overtook him. " Old Bill" has passed on,
respected and mourned by all.
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THE REGIMENTAL DINNER
The Regimental Dinner was held at the May Fair Hotel.
London, on Friday. 10th June. The Colonel of the Regiment.
MajorGeneral W. P. Oliver. C.B.. O.B.E., presided.
Mr. A. P. Hay, Comptroller to the Household of Her Royal
Highness The Duchess of Kent, was the only guest present.
One hundred and nine officers attended.
MAJORGENERAL (Colonel) W. P. OLIVER, C.B.. O.B.E.
Lt. V. C. Abplanalp.
Maj. P. H. Austin.
Capt. K. E. Bantock.
Maj. De S. H. LewisBarned.
M.C.
Lt.Col. E. F. MoultonBarrett,
O.B.E., M.C.
Capt. R. I. M. Bernau.
Lt.Col. H. P. Braithwaite,
D.S.O.
Maj. A. S. Bredon.
Maj. A. D. Bremner.
Lt.Col. C. A. de B. Brounlie,
M.C.
Brig. H. S. Brown, M.C., T.D.
Maj. R. Brown, M.C.
Lt. J. 3. Buckland.
Maj. P. C. M. Buckle.
Gen. Sir Charles Bonham
Carter, G.C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O.
Capt. B. C. Chandler.
Maj. E. B. StanleyClarke.
Col. V. S. Clarke, M.C.
Col. B. L. Clay, O.B.E.
Lt.Col. A. J. Coe.
Maj. H. D. Coombe.
Maj. D. N. Court.
Lt.Col. P. E. Crook, O.B.E
Lt.Col. F. J. Dearing.
2/Lt. K. Dodson.
Capt. R. K. Dowse.
Maj. C. S. A. Duncan.
Lt.Col. C. S. Durtnell, O.B.E.
Lt.Col. A. A. Eason.
Lt.Col. H. N. Edwards, M.B.E.
Maj. P. N. Elgood.
Maj. E. G. Elliott.
Lt. K. S. Ellwood.
Capt. D. O. Faulkner.
Lt.Col. G. P. Fawcett.
2/Lt. J. S. Fletcher.
Maj. R. M. Flint, M.B.E.
Capt. A. H. Ford.
Lt.Col. O. M. Fry, M.C.
Maj. A. R. Fyler.
Maj. S. F. H. Glynn.
2/Lt. P. J. Goodwin.
Col. A. K. Grant, D.S.O.
Maj. M. R. L. Grove, M.C.
Maj. D. H. Gwilliam.
Maj. P. J. R. Harris.
Lt.Col. J. M. Haycraft.
Col. C. F. Hitchins. D.S.O.
Lt.Col. .T. Howard.
Lt.Col. D. W. Jackson.
Capt. N. James, M.B.E.
Capt. R. A. James.
Maj. C. H. Keenlyside.

Maj. T. Kenyon.
Lt.Col. W. M. Knatchbull.
Lt.Col. A. D. C. Knox.
Lt.Col. R. M. Lees.
Lt.Col. H. L. Lewis.
Maj. R. Love.
Maj. E. B. Loveless, T.D.
Lt.Col. I. R. Lovell.
2/Lt. J. R. Lygo.
Capt. I. A. MacMillan.
Brig. C. H. McVitie.
Lt.Col. A. Martyn.
Capt. L. Maynard.
Maj. R. C. E. Mines, M.B.E.
Capt. D. Monckton, M.C.
2/Lt. J. D. Norton.
Capt. W. H. O'Dell, M.M.
Lt.Gen. Sir James W.
O'Dowda, K.C.B., c.s.i.. C.M G.
Col. W. V. Palmer.
Lt.Col. G. E. Pardington,
M.B.E., T.D.
Col. H. Peploe, D.S.O.
Maj. M. R. Read, M.C.
Brig. R. A. Riddell, C.B.E.
Capt. I. H. Roper, M.C.
Lt. A. Saunders.
Lt.Col. H. E. Scott.
Maj. D. S. Scull.
Lt.Col. E. A. Sharpin.
Maj. P. E. M. Shaw.
Lt. S. R. O'R Shearburn.
Maj. J. D. K. Short.
Maj. J. D. Stocker, M.C.
Maj. B. J. R. Stoneham.
Col. G. E. WingfieldStratford,
M.C.
Lt.Col. H. W. Styles.
Lt.Col. C. H. Tarver, D.S.O.
Maj. R. C. W. Thomas, O.B.E.
Lt.Col. R. P. Tong, O.B.E.
Capt. M. Tugwell.
Capt. T. V. Upton.
Maj. J. K. Warner, M.C.
Capt. F. T. Weedon.
Brig. E. W. D. Western, D.S.O.
Maj. G. U. Weymouth, M.B.E.
Maj. G. D. Wheater.
Maj. H. B. H. White, D.S.O.
Col. W. Wilberforce, D.S.O., M.C.
Maj. C. H. Wild.
Capt. J. B. Wildon.
Lt.Col. L. M. C. Williams.
Lt. R. G. Winstanley.
Capt. D. W. J. Wood.
Capt. E. G. Woodman.
Lt.Col. H. Wood, D.S.O.

Telegrams of good wishes were received from Brigadier
N. I. Whitty, D.S.O.. and Caut. St. Croix. A message was also
received by telephone from Brigadiers Saville and Pulverman.
The following is a list of Officers who intimated their inten
tion to be present, but who have not signed the Register :
Capt. C. M. Bernard.
Capt. A. H. Ford.
Maj. M. R. Read, M.C.
Maj. C. H. Wild.

Lt.Col. H. Wood, D.S.O.
Capt. E. G. Woodman, M.C,
Three undecipherable,

"AT HOME
The following were present at the May Fair Hotel on 10th
June, 1949. on the occasion of the Regimental "At Home": —
Her Royal Highness The Duchess of Kent, ColonelinChiel'
The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, attended by
Lady Rachael Davidson.
MajorGeneral and Mrs. Oliver.
Archer, Mrs. D. M.
Archer, Capt. and Mrs.
Blum, Capt. and Mrs.
Bredon, Maj. and Mrs.
Brounlie, Lt.Col. and Mrs.
Brown. Brig, and Mrs.
Bryan, Mrs.
Buckle, Maj.
Battye, Maj.
BonhamCarter, Sir Charles
Chandler, Capt. and Mrs.
Clarke, Col. and Mrs.
Clay, Col. and Mrs.
Coe, Lt.Col. and Mrs.
Crook, Lt.Col. and Mrs.
Dearing, Lt.Col. and Mrs.
Durtnell, Lt.Col. and Mrs.
Eason, Lt.Col. and Mrs.
Edwards, Lt.Col. and Mrs.
Elgood, Maj. and Mrs.
Faulkner. Capt. and Mrs.
Fawcett, Lt.Col. and Mrs.
Fyler, Maj. and Mrs.
Haycraft, Lt.Col. and Mrs.
Haynes, Capt. and Mrs.
Hildyard, Gen. Sir Reginald
and Lady
Hitchins, Col. and .Mrs.
Grant, Col. and Mrs.
Isacke, Mrs.
Jackson, LtCol. and Mrs.
James, Capt.
Keenlyside, Mrs. Guy.
Keenlyside. Maj. and Mrs.
Kerr, Lt.Col. and Mrs.
Knatchbull, Lt.Col. and Mrs.
Knox Shaw, Mr. and Mrs.
Latham, Mrs. and Miss
Howlett.

LewisBarned. Maj. and Mrs.
De S. H.
Lovell. Lt.Col. and Mrs.
Macmillan, Capt. and Mrs.
Martyn. Lt.Col. and Mrs.
Mines, Maj. and Mrs.
Morse, Mrs. and Miss.
MoultonBarrett, Lt.Col.
and Mrs.
Nash, Lt.Col. and Mrs.
Norman, Mrs.
O'Dell, Capt. and Mrs.
O'Dowda, Gen. Sir James
Palin, Mrs.
Palmer, Col. and Miss.
Pardington, Lt.Col. and Mrs.
Peploe. Col. and Mrs.
Read. Maj. and Mrs.
PelhamReid. Maj. and Mrs.
Riddell. Brig., Mrs. and Miss.
Roper, Capt. and Mrs.
Saville, Mrs.
Sharpin, Lt.Col. and Mrs.
Stoneham, Maj. and Mrs.
Styles, Lt.Col.
Style, Mrs. Rodney and
Daughters.
Tarver, Lt.Col. and Mrs.
Thomas, Maj. and Mrs.
Warner, Mrs.
Western, Brig.
Whitty, Mrs. S.
Williams, Maj. and Mrs.
WingfieldStratford, Col.
Wood, Capt. and Mrs.
Winstanley, Lt. and Mrs.
Young, Mrs.

THE REGIMENTAL MEMORIAL BANNER,
ST. GEORGE'S CHURCH, YPRES
Readers of " The Queen's Own Gazette " will, I am sure,
be pleased to know that the Regimental Memorial Banner and
Plaque in St. George's Memorial Church, Ypres. are in good
condition.
During a recent visit I had the good fortune to meet the
newly appointed Vicar, the Rev. J. S. Fowler, who hones to
take up residence in Ypres in September. The Church and the
Vicarage need a lot of renovation and It is due to the fact
that the British Legion has now taken an active interest in
the British Settlement that the first
Padre since the war will
soon be holding regular services in the Church.
The Rev. Fowler has a fine
renutation and is at present
Rector of Axbridge, in Somerset. He will, I am sure, be wel
comed by the British residents of the Salient and has suggested
that we should endeavour to revive the Pilgrimage of prewar
days. I wonder how many would he interested in a visit next
year ? In view of the cost of the fare, a weekend would not
be practicable, and it would mean a week's holiday, say at
Whitsun; the cost would be approximately £20, including
personal expenses. To assist one to make a decision, would
those who have the desire to once again see the Salient ana
other places write to me :
L. W. Dawson,
6, Bramley Way,
West Wickham, Kent.
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Honours and Awards
E X T R A C T S FROM L O N D O N G A Z E T T E
The KING has been graciously pleased, on the occasion of
the Celebration of His Majesty's Birthday to give orders for
the following appointments to the Most Excellent Order of the
British Empire: —
To be an Ordinary Officer of the Military Division of the
said Most Excellent Order :
Lt.Col. (temporary) Kenneth Gordon Thrift (185395),
The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment,.
To be an Ordinary Officer of the Civil Division of the said
Most Excellent Order :
Laurence Percival Yates Smith, Esq.. Librarian Imperial
War Museum.
ARMY ORDERS
Army Order 73/49 notifies the award of the Meritorious
Service Medal with annuity to :
Sgt. W. L. Page, late Royal West Kent Regiment.



Promotions and Appointments
EXTRACTS FROM THE LONDON GAZETTE
REGULAR ARMY
Lt. (W.S. Capt.) John Denby Wheater (265891), from
Emerg. Commn., to be Capt. in the E.R.E. List, 19th April,
1949, with seniority 23rd October, 1945.
Maj. E. J. Newall (26886) retires on ret. pay 22nd June.
1949, and is granted the hon. rank of Lt.Col. (Cheshire Regt.).
Lt. P. J. R.
November, 1947.

GrantSturgis

(333179).

to

be
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ARMY KINEMA CORPORATION
That the Army of today is firmly convinced of the
enormous value of the film in training and entertainment is
shown by the Army Kinema Corporation's first Balance Sheet,
made public recently. A copy is attached for your information
and comments; on pages 7 and 8 will be found a brief descrip
tion of the organization and work of the A.K.C.
The A.K.C., the Army's own Film Organization, was set up
in 1946 and the Balance Sheet and Report covers the period
1946/7. Cause of the time lag in publication is explained by
the difficulties of taking over from the wartime Army Kinema
Service and E.N.S.A.; by the enormous distances involved
(A.K.C. operates from Hong Kong to the Gold Coast and from
Scotland to East Africa): and by negotiations with the War
Office concerning financial arrangements between War Office
and the Corporation.
It is anticipated that Balance Sheets and Reports for
1947/8 and 1948/9 will be ready later this year. They will
show an even more intensive use of films' for training and
education and a continuing comprehensive 3bmm. and 16mm.
entertainment film service; the latter will show a decrease in
audience numbers corresponding to the decrease in the strength
of the Army as it nears its new peacetime level.
Of particular interest at the present time are A.K.C.s
activities in the Far East. In Singapore and Malaya eight
35mm. and ten 16mm. cinemas, and 20 mobile 16mm. units
ensure that no soldier will go short of the best in film enter
tainment, wherever he is. Among recent films dispatched are
" The History of Mr. Polly." " The Passionate Friends" and
" Quartet." Great difficulties have to be overcome in taking
the 16mm. film shows to the forward jungle areas, and on
more than one occasion projectionists and audience have been
fired on during the show. In spite of such difficulties A.K.C.
continues to live up to its motto: " Films for the Army
Everywhere."
36. Dover Street,
London, S.W.I.
4

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & DEATHS

Capt., 1st
MARRIAGES

TERRITORIAL ARMY
R.W.K.—Lt. John Leslie Large (162599), from North'n R.
Emerg. Commn., to be Lt., 18th February, 1949, with seniority
31st July, 1944.
R.W.K.—2nd Lt. Graham Anthony Hazlewood Atkins
(379231). from R.A.O.C. Emerg. Commn., to be 2nd Lt., 5th
April, 1949, with seniority loth May, 1947.
TERRITORIAL ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS
R.W.K.—Capt. E. G. V. Hughes. M.C. (26197). having
exceeded the age limit of liability to recall, ceases to belong
to the T.A. Res. of Offrs., 8th June, 1949.
R.W.K.—Lt. (W.S. Capt.) P. ScottMartin. M.C.. T.D,
(7519). having exceeded the age limit of liability to recall,
ceases to belong to the T.A. Res. of Olfrs., 15th June, 1949, and
is granted the hon. rank of Maj.
TERRITORIAL ARMY EFFICIENCY MEDAL
The following officers arc awarded the Efficiency Modal
(Territorial) : —
Lt. (now Capt.) R. E. C. Cocksedgc (E.C. 9916) (Ind. Army,
now R.W.K.).
Lt. (now Capt.) G. N. Rose (143463) (now R.A.S.C.).
The following is awarded the 1st Clasp to the Efficiency
Medal (Territorial) :
Capt. G. N. Rose (143463) (now R.A.S.C.).

EXTRACTS FROM WAR

OFFICE

ORDERS

REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS
REGIMENTAL LIST—INFANTRY
The u/m. Maj. (W.S. Lt.Col.) (Hon. Brig.) reverts to the
rank of Maj., 1st February, 1949, under the terms of Army Order
126/48, and retains the hon. rank of Brig. :
R.W.K.—R. O. Pulverman, O.B.E. (358).

MATTHEWMAN—WOODWARD.—Capt. P. J. Matthcwman to
Miss E. Olive Woodward, youngest daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. H. Woodward. The Lea, Admarlere, Rugeley, Stalls,,
on April 30th, at St. John the Baptist, StowebyChartley,
Staffs.
DEATHS
—
TRAVERS.—On June 5th, 1949, suddenly, at 65. St. Mary
Abbot's Court, London, Kathleen, wile of Lt.Col. R. L.
Travers, of Enniskean, Co. Cork.

+

NOTICE
A vacancy exists for a civilian Orderly Room Clerk at Bn.
H.Q., 4/R.W.K. (T.A.), Tonbridge.
Qualification :
Previous
Army clerical experience, able to type, age limit 35 years old,
must be prepared to join T.A.
Applicants should get in touch with :
The Adjutant,
4/R.W.K. (T.A.),
The Drill Hall.
Avebury Avenue, Tonbridge.
Telephone : Tonbridge 2826.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
To ensure that your copy reaches you safely,
notify any change of address to the Editor:—
" The Q. O. G„"
The Barracks,
Maidstone, Kent.

please
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Sir,

21, Edgehill House,
Loughborough Road,
Brixton, S.W.9.
8th June, 1949.

The enclosed photo was taken at St. Martin's Plain Camp,
where the 4th Bn. (T.A.) were recently in for Annual Training.
A really good time was had by all, and I am glad to report
that the food was excellent; the huts a decided improvement
on last year's experience and the N.A.A.P.I, tea was up to its
usual standard (ahem !).
On the Saturday before returning home the Bn. was " At
Home " to relations and friends, many of whom came down
from London and elsewhere by train and coach. Unfortunately
the weather that day wasn't all that could be desired, however,

emphasize that the fair and just discipline of " The Queen's
Own " has stood me in good stead.
I am indeed very proud to have been a member of the
Regimeirt. and to have received my basic training and educa
tion at the hands of such people as: Sgt. (Bob) Harvey, R.S.M.
Johnson, Fred Lambkin, Maj.Gen. W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E.,
Cols. W. V. Palmer, R. L. Travers, O.B.E., R. O. Pulverman,
O.B.E., Lt.Col. H. D. Chaplin, Maj. J. M. D. BoothTucker,
Bertie Pond, John Haywood, Percy Flood, and a host of others,
to whom I am very grateful.
As I commence my new life on the 4th of July, I shall not
be able to attend the 11th Annual Reunion, but will make
every effort next year, when I shall be resettled, I hope.
Hearty congratulations to the 1st Bn. on winning the Army
Boxing Championship, and may I add that my own Head
quarters' team were winners of the York HalfHoliday Soccer
League.
If any members of the Regiment are ever in the NorthEast,
will, they please call on me at the following address :
Welfare Supervisor,
North Eastern Marine Engineering Co., Ltd.,
South Dock,
Sunderland, Co. Durham.
Any ex2nd Bn. Signaller desirous of attending the Fourth
Annual Reunion on the 12th cf November. 1949. should com
municate with B. W. Shears, 118, Raleigh Road, Feltham,
Middlesex.
Yours sincerely,
A. J. Thatcher, Maj.
4—

WEDDING

we saw many old friends and generally talked over old times.
" Sticks" Elvey and family and some Shorncliife P. and P.
members came to tea, also " Hoot " Gibson and Mrs. Gibson.
2nd Bn. members of the 20—30's will remember " Hoot," when
he adorned the Transport Section, or was it the Argentine
mules ? His son, Lt. Gibson, is one of D Company's popular
Officers at Penge, so the old tradition goes on.
As I have missed D Company's. 4th Bn., missive for this
month, would you be kind enough to publish this snap as near
to their correspondence as possible, and please caption it with
" D Coy. shows them how," as it was entirely their effort. I
obtained a side drum from Bn. H.Q. Stores, borrowed a bass
drum from the 1st Bn., and enlisted the help of Sgts. Corke
and Coulstock, who were the flautists, and I may say that il
it didn't thrill anyone else, it did my heart good to hear one of
the old 1st Bn.'s standby marches—" Galanthia "—once more.
You and I, and a lot more. Sir, have marched many a mile
with that old tune with the 1st Bn. Band and Drums in the
old Indian days.
So. you see, we try to revive the spirit of the past and keep
alive the esprit de corps, which our grand old Regiment has
always known. May it long continue !
Yours faithfully.
James Robert Fenwick.
26th June, 1949.
Dear Sir,
On the 17th inst., I handed over the duty of Camp Com
mandant, H.Q., Northern Command, York, and retired from
the Army, to commence a task in industry on the 4th of July.
Actually I should not have retired until December of this
year, but as I had been offered a post in the Personnel Depart
ment of North Eastern Marine Engineering Company at Sunder
land, at a good salary, Brigadier A/Q. Norco hastened my
release.
After about 25 years' service (I can hear the " Gnat " and
other scribes saying : " A mere recruit ! "). of which 20 were
spent with the Regiment, I fully realise that life as a civilian
will be a bit strange, but with all the good wishes extended to
me by the G.O.C.inChief, ChiefofStaff and the staff of H.Q.,
Northern Command, I feel that I shall reintegrate into the
civil community successfully.
May I take this opportunity to thank all who have been
responsible for my training from Recruit days, and to

MAJOR P. R. H. TURNER
Maj. and Mrs. Peter Riorden Hobbs Turner are shown after
their marriage, which took place on Saturday, 23rd April, at
the Post Chapel, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. Chaplain (Maj.)
Arthur H. Marsh officiated at the singlering ceremony.
Mrs. Turner is the former Miss June Mary Holme ol 6,
Campagne Gardens, London, England. She was accompanied
to the United States by her mother, Mrs. Kathleen Holme,
arriving on April 11th aboard the Queen Elizabeth.
Maj. Turner, an officer in The Queen's Own Royal West
Kent Regiment, is now a student in the Department ol'
Personnel,
Command
and
General Staff
College,
Fort
Leavenworth.
Col. Geoffrey Graham Elliott, of the Royal West Kent
Regiment, Chief of the British Section, Command and General
Staff College, gave the bride away, and Maj. Harry FitzGibbon
Boswell, Royal British Engineers, a student in the Department
of Logistics, C. and G.S.C., was the best man.
A cordon of British and U.S. Army Officers formed a mili
tary honour guard for the couple as they left the Post Chapel.
Following the wedding, a reception for 200 guests was held at
the Fort Leavenworth Officers' Club.
Public Information Office,
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas.
6th May, 1949.
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News from Battalions
ist BATTALION
During the last four
weeks . life in Shorncliffe
has beenas ' busy and
interesting as ever, with
a whole series of events
following each other in
quick succession.
First we must report
the
usual ' c h a n g e s
amongst . the .permanent
CadILt.

J. A. O. Bird has
left the Bn. and will
shortly^ be joining the"
Loyals, in which Regt.' he
has been granted a regu
lar commission. We wish
him the best of good luck
wherever he may go with
them.
Lt. Hurst has
recently joined the Bn. on
his return from the Paki
stan Army. He was in
Kashmir for some time
during the
operations
which took place in that
beautiful country.
2/Lts. Ginsberg and
Ousy have recently joined
us from 1st Bn., The
Middlesex Regt. and are now conimanding platoons in C and
A Coys, respectively.
There are about to be many more changes amongst the
Officers of the Permanent Cadre, but they will be reported in
the next issue when they have actually taken place.
Lt. H. A. Macmillan has recently taken over the duties of
Assistant Adjutant from Lt. D. E. Blum, who has gone to H.C.
District H.Q.
A new Coy., E, has recently been formed consisting^ of all
the Cadet Squads and Platoons carrying out Continuation
Training and so once again the Bn. is seven Coys, strong—five
Training, H.Q. Coy. and No. 2 Drafting Coy.
The new E Coy. is commanded by Capt. D. Monckton, M.C.;
Lt. Dodson is Officer i/c. Cadet Squads and Lts. Ellwood and
Hamilton Officers i/c. Continuation Training. W.OJI Selmes
is Coy. Sgt.Major and C.Q.M.S. Murphy the C/Sgt.
A large number of Officers attended the Regtl. Dinner in
London and were back and on parade bright and early on the
following morning.
Another very successful dance was recently held in Moore
Officers' Mess, thanks to the excellent arrangements laid on by
the Dance Committee, consisting of Maj. Gwilliam (P.M.C.),
Maj. Duffield, Lts. Macmillan and Ellwood; and Sgt. Jones and
his Mess Staff, who all worked so hard to make the evening
such an enjoyable one for all those who attended.
The Bn. has continued to take an active part in the field
of sport; cricket, athletics and swimming are all in full swing.
The Bn. record at cricket, up to the 11th June, is.as follows:
1 R.WI. 87.8, 1 R. Sussex 195.6—drawn.
R.WK. 60.2, Heme Bay 59—won.
R.WK. 66. St. Lawrence C.C. 115—lost.
R.WK. 75, SA..S., Hythe 63 won
R.WK. 97, Ramsgate 60—won.
R.WK. 49, Coutts Band 151—lost.
R.WK. 50, War Office C.C. 115—lost.
From the above it will be seen that the Bn. XI are reason
ably strong in bowling but weak in batting, accounted for by
the fact that considerable difficulty has to date been experienced
in playing our full side in "every match. There is, however,
no doubt that in Maj. Fyler, Lt. Abell, Lt. Clarke and Pte.

Batts, the Bn. have four very good batsmen and when they
can all play on the same day, we should then be able to win
the majority of our matches.
*
Pte. Coxon and Pte. Price have bowled particularly well
on a number of occasions and the former is definitely a fast
bowler well above average, while Pte. Price, who is on the
Middlesex ground staff, is extremely accurate and seldom bowls
badly. Lt. Abell made a very good 70 against the Small Arms
School, Hythe, and is a great asset to the Regt. as is Lt." Clarke.
Both should go far.
The wicket at Shorncliffe continues to he more than
" sporty" and batting after tea, with the sun behind the
bowler's arm, run getting is far from easy.
A number of the Battalion have played for the Garrison
XI, who have, to date, played three matches of which'one has
been won. As in our Battalion XI, the Garrison XI is short
of batsmen.
The Battalion Athletic Championships were held on the
14th and 15th June and despite a rather strong wind very good
results were obtained.
Although the wind was a slight drawback, the rain kept
off, and we were even fortunate enough to get occasional spells
of sunshine.
The day proved a great success, Capt. Abrams and his
staff provided tea for all the men in the Bn.—no small "achieve
ment, with the NA..A.FJ. catering for Officers and Sgts.
Mrs. Martyn kindly consented to award the prizes to suc
cessful competitiors at the end of the afternoon. Their names
and details are appended below.
D/M. Watts, as usual, won the four main events—discus,
javelin, shot and hammer—with Pte. Phipps close on his tail
in the discus and javelin.
Pte. Painter, 2 Coy., did very well to win the long jump
from Pte. Edden; he was also first in the 120 yards hurdles
and runnerup in the high jump.
Q.M.S.I. Minto won the pole vault with little competition,
although the announcement describing his record in the
British Games of 1939 (in which he was third with 12ft. 3ins.)
very nearly caused him to fail at 6ft. 6ins.
In the track events Sgt. Clemens, running wen within him
self, won the three miles from Pte. Arnold, who is a Devon
County athlete. The rather slow time is, .1 believe, due to
the first three runners completing 13 laps instead of 12 ! !
However, this is only an opinion, albeit a strong one, and I do
not wish to enter into a long argument with the lapscorers
as to who counted correctly !
The Bn. should be able to field quite a strong side in the
District Championships on the 5/6th July. In the field events
we are particularly strong with good 1st and 2nd strings, but
in the track we are at present weak in our 3rd and 4th strings.
I hope that training will to some extent overcome this.
As we are in a District which comprises units very strong
in all fields of sport we shall have to put our best foot forward
to qualify for the next round in the Army Championships.
RESULTS
InterCompany Athletic Championships:
1st—« 2 " Company
'72 points
Runnerup—"C" Company
62J points
(2) Individual Results—Battalion Championship :
100 yds.—1st, L/Cpl. Clark, H.Q. "X" Coy.—11.2secs.
. 2nd, Pte. Milroy, "A."
220 yds.—1st, Pte. Moyneham, " C "—24.8secs.
2nd, Pte. Spencer, " C."
'440 yds.—1st, Pte. Moyneham, " C "—55.2secs.
2nd, Pte. Whelan, " E."
880 yds.—1st, Pte. Whelan, " E "—2mins. 14.6secs.
2nd, Pte. Hemsley, " 2."
1 mile.—1st, Lt. Clark, " C "—4mins. 55.6secs.
2nd, Pte. West, " C."
3 miles.—1st, Sgt. Clemens, "C"—17mins. 40.9secs,
2nd, Pte; Arnold, " D."
(1)
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1st Battalion CrossCountry Team.

120 yds hurdles.—1st, Pte. Painter, " 2 "—19.3secs.
2nd, Lt. Clark, " C."
100 yds., Boys.—1st, Boy Lovell—13secs.
2nd, Boy Wright.
100 yds., W.R.A.C.—1st, Pte. Hibbert—14.4secs.
2nd, Pte. Harrion.
Long jump.—1st, Pte. Painter, " 2
19ft. 2Jins.
2nd, Pte. Edden, " E."
High jump.—1st, Capt. IlilTe, " B "—5ft. 5ins.
2nd, Pte. Painter, " 2."
High jump, W.R.A.C.—1st, Pte. Forsyth—3ft. 11ins.
2nd, Pte. Patterson.
Pole vault.—1st, Q.M.S.I. Minto, H.Q. " Y "—8ft.
2nd, Pte. Stenning, " A."
Weight.—1st, D/M. Watts, H.Q. "X "—37ft. 34ins.
2nd. Sgt. White, H.Q. " Y."
Discus.—1st, D/M. Watts, H.Q. " X "—115ft. 9Ains.
2nd, Pte. Phipps, " 2."
Javelin.—1st, D/M. Watts, H.Q " X "—141ft. 11ins.
2nd, Pte. Phipps, " 2."
Hammer.—1st, D/M. Watts. H.Q. " X "—116ft.
2nd. Q.M.S.I. Minto, H.Q. " Y."
Medley Relay. " B."—1st, H.Q. " X "—4mins. 7.8secs.
2nd, "C."
Medley Relay, " A."—1st, " 2 "4mins. 9.8secs.
2nd. " D."
D.M.

Lambert Western &

Lt. C. S. Clarke has recently returned from a P.T. Course
at Aldershot.
*

*

*



*

*

*

"

Congratulations to L/Cpl. Davies on his promotion to Cpl.
4

4

4

4

Congratulations to L/Cpl. and Mrs. Lockyear on the birth
of a daughter—Lilian.
4

4

4-

4

We welcome Lt. Wade and 2/Lt. White who have recently
joined the Bn.
4

4

4

4

2/Lts. Fletcher and Mullins have just returned to D Coy.
from Hythe.
4

4

4

4

We congratulate Sgt. Watts, D Coy., on gaining an " A "
result at Hythe.
*

*



*

Heartiest congratulations to W.O.II Grubb on his recent
marriage; our best wishes to the bride and 'groom for now and
the future.
4

4

4

4

We were very pleased to see Maj. C. H. Keenlyside, Maj.
R. C. Mines and Capt. D. Faulkner, from the Depot, during
the month.
4

PERSONAL

*

Congratulations to Sgt. and Mrs. Simpson on the birth of
a son—George Laurence—on the 3rd June.

4

4

4

Maj. W. Woodruffe, M.C., has just returned from a well
earned leave.
*

*

*

#

Maj. Gwilliam, Capt. Dent, Lts. Hamilton and Macmillan
attended Exercise " Whitecliffs" on the Normandy coast.

Cpl. Viccars has completed a Platoon Weapons Course and
Cpl. Norris a Drill and G.D. Course at Hythe.

Heartiest congratulations to Lt. R. N. B. Hanlon and Mrs.
Hanlon on their recent marriage. We oiler them every good
wish for the future.
*
4
4
4
Capt. R. O. Iliffe has been jumping for Milocarians. the
Service Officers' Athletic Club.

Capt. J. Dent has recently handed over his duties as head
master (O. i/c.. Education) to Capt. Ransley, M.C., and is now
2nd i/c., A Coy.

*

4

«

4

*

4

»

4

Congratulations to Ptes. HullBrown and MauleFfinch on
their promotion to L/Cpl.
4

4

*

4

We take off our berets G.S. to Cpl. Bill Sykes, who cycled
to Aldershot and back to witness the Army Boxing Finals.

*

#

*

«

*

*

*

*

Sgt. Watson. A Coy., was graded " outstanding"
recent Platoon Weapons Course at Hythe.


*

"

on

a

*

Heartiest congratulations to Cpl. and Mrs. Heyfron on the
birth of a daughter—Linda Joyce.
*

# fli
Heartiest congratulations to Cpls. Humphrey, Browning
and Stephenson on their recent marriages.
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A" 5. Winning Platoon.
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« ^» Training Company

"B" Training Company

We have one person in the Coy. who has been bewailing
the fact that he has never been mentioned in despatches. May
I introduce you to Sgt. Dumpleton, R.W.K., on his posting to
us from the Royal Academy, where he was holding the job
of A/C.Q.M.S. Too bad that he will not he with us to read these
notes, as he has just been posted to E Coy. A great loss to
vis in more ways than one.

Since our last publication little of outstanding importance
has occurred. Training has progressed smoothly with all its
attendant " ups and downs."
The Coy. Athletics were followed up by the Unit Athletic
Championships, in which we did not get a very high placing,
I'm afraid.
Pte. Renstent did well in the 220 yards and 100 yards, and
Ptes. Daykin, McNally, Small, Pates and Wright succeeded in
getting into the finals
in their respective events, which was a
very good effort on their parts, particularly Pte. Daykin in the
Pole Vault and Fus. McNally in the Hammer, as neither had
attempted these events before.
Our present four platoons are drawing near their Passing
Out Parade—much to their delight, no doubt. We expect them
to enhance B Coy.'s reputation in the PassingOut Competition
and to beat all previous records in the separate phases.
As we have not had a better Intake than our present four
platoons we look forward with confidence to their success in
the Competition.

We are sorry to lose Capt. Monckton, M.C., who has left to
form E Coy. (good fishing)
and taking with him Lts. Ellwood
and Hamilton, Cpl. Tidy and the Wilson Twins; I only hope
the twins bewitch E Coy. as they did us.
C.S.lVii Davis has at long last got his posting through to
the 1st Bn., The Queen's Royal Regt. All members of the P.C.
showed their apprecation when they took him on the spree,
and presented him with a silver crested stick. I'm sure C.S.M.
Swanson, who has now joined the Coy. will carry on the good
work, at least we now have TWO GOOD SHOTS in the Coy.
There has been great rejoicing by some members of the
P.C.; it seems that they had their B.D. suits changed.
We welcome Pte. Oxbrow to the P.C. as Coy. Clerk; our
present one, Cpl. Webberly, has decided to give " civvy street "
a trial.
There has not been much in the way of sport this month,
but we have had a spot of cricket. There has been plenty
Of platoon matches, but the Coy. team has only played two
matches, winning one and the other a draw. The rest of the
time has been taken up in preparing for the Bn. Sports, of
which I hope to be able to give a good account of ourselves
next month.
Pte. Knight now spends his weekends playing cricket for
the Bn. team and seems to be enjoying it. He was almost in
tears once when he was not picked to play.

Sergeant, nervously : " Please, sir, I think you are wanted
on the telephone " '
Colonel : " You think ! What's the good
Don't you know ? "

of thinking ?

Sergeant: " Well, sir, the man on the line said, ' Hello, is
that you, you old idiot ? ' "

PLATOON NOTES
B 1.—Moaning has now ceased and the platoon has given
itself up to its fulltime job of attempting to become soldiers.
Since the last time of writing we have acquired a new Platoon
Commander and two new N.C.O.s—Sgt. Closier and Cpl. Pace
—and their effect on the platoon's performances is rapidly
shewing itself.
We have not yet managed to win any of the weekly com
petitions, but this has not been through lack of trying. It is
noticeable that both our drill and our shooting has greatly
improved and is still improving. However, in other fields
\Ve
have proved triumphant.
The Coy. Sports, which we won by a fair margin, brought
out no small amount of hidden talent, and Pte. Burgin sur
prised us all when he ran the first
lap of the three miles at
quarter mile pace, but he was still there at the finish,
a good
thirty yards ahead of his nearest rivals. Not content with this
he went on to win the quarter, by producing an amazing
finishing
spurt.
If the platoon maintains its rate of improvement, it will
be a power to be reckoned with in the PassingOut Competition,
which takes place shortly. At any rate, win or not, we will be
in there, trying.
B 2.—Hello, again. This month we have a lot to say for
ourselves. Since the beginning of the Platoon Competition
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we have held our own, winning the shields three weeks running.
After holding them for that time we relinquished it to B 3,
but have started reclaiming them again.
Well, we have settled down, and are beginning to enjoy
soldiering. Things are not so strange now, anyway we know
now which legs our anklets go on.
Sorry about Seaman 95 going into hospital. Here's to a
speedy recovery and may you catch us up soon.
This month is all go, owing to our PassingOut, which we
want to bring home to B Coy.
Things we want to know: What is an abominable question?
What is a clot on the phone range days ?
B 3.—Hello, readers. This is B 3 again. Much soil has
passed underfoot since our last notes. We welcome back from
leave Cpl. Cawley. and since we last met we have all enjoyed
our short Whitsun leave. Last week we managed to capture
the Shooting Shield and Best Platoon Shield from B 2 Platoon;
We welcome to the Platoon L/Cpl. Perry, and hope his stay
will be enjoyable.. We congratulate Cpl. " Bullseye " Dawson on
gettihg into the Bn. Rifle Team.
We watch the mail daily, hoping that Cpl. Cawley will
get a letter* from his young lady (did someone say something
about a bull with a sore head ?). If she reads this, please will
she write every day and pity us recruits 1 As this goes to press
we shall be PassingOut, in fact, we are now firing our Rifle
Qualification today. We lose Sgt. Martin, who is going on
leave and so will not be with us for our PassingOut (which
do you want, Sgt., boy or girl ?) and we wish'him the best of
luck either way.
The Platoon was represented in the Coy. Athletic team, by
six members of the Platoon. We are sorry Cpl. Cawley pulled
a sinew when running in the three miles. Better luck next
time.
Well, cheerio, "or it is really goodbye from B 3.
B 4.—The report this time is necessarily brief, owing to
the fact that little has happened because of our Whitsun leave.
Night operations on Tuesday last were carried out accord 
ingly and much light was shed on the subject by a fire in
the gorse bushes started by a Verey Light cartridge.
Shooting with the L.M.G. at Hythe showed Pte. Diston as
best shot of the Platoon and Pte. Milcoy a consistently good
second. Many of the Platoon showed greater confidence with
the weapon than had been apparent at our earlier practices.

"C" Training Company
As usual we begin our notes this month with news of
several changes in the Coy. Permanent Cadre. Lt. Hurst has
joined the Coy.> after serving in Pakistan, and is commanding
4 Platoon. 2/Lt. French, home from Greece, now commands
3 Platoon and 2/Lt. Ginsberg, from 1 Mx., has taken over
2 Platoon. We were sorry to say goodbye to Pte. Mulligan
(Storeman) and Pte. Bllnkhorn (Boilerman), who are the
latest members of the Coy. to leave for the Far East. Pte.
Lovill has taken over the Stores, being replaced in the Coy.
by Pte. Carter, while Pte. Ridge now rules in the boilerhouse.
Both the latter we welcome from the 1 Mx.
We are busy at the moment " PassingOut" one Intake and
at the same time receiving a new one. After a month of com
parative peace, the Coy. lines once again echoes the shouts of
" One, two, three; one, two, three, one." This seems to have its
advantages as the Coy. Commander can assure himself that
training is well under way without leaving his office.
The InterPlatoon Competition in the Coy. is arouBing
great interest. At the time of writing No. 3 Platoon is still in
the lead, but is being challenged by No. 4, who have made
a great recovery from last place. All results have so far been
encouraging and we are hoping for a good average in the
Battalion Competition. We have been handicapped by theloss
of several Senior N.C.O.S on posting but have been replaced
by others on loan from other Coys.—Sgt. Clemens* from D and
Sgts. Rudd and Connor from 2 Coy., all of whom are giving
us. of their best.
In preparation for Bn. Sports on 15th June, a Coy. Sports
Meeting was held on 2nd June; We had a fine afternoon and
the Meeting went off successfully although in some events,
perhaps, more enthusiasm than skill was displayed. Some good
results were achieved, particularly in track events. Notable
performances were the struggles between Sgt. Clemens and Pte.
West in the one mile and three miles—West winning the
former and Sgt. Clemens the latter.
Results were as follows:—
1st, No. 4 Platoon
18 points
2nd, No. 3 Platoon
17 points
3rd, Permanent Cadre
15 points
4th, No. 1 Platoon
14 points
5th, No. 2 Platoon
13 points

"D" Training: Company
The past month has seen quite a few changes among the
Permanent Cadre of the Coy. Our Officer state has particularly
increased, and we are now in. the rareposition of having one
Officer to every Platoon.
Our new Coy. Commander, Lt.Col. C. H. Tarver, D.S.O.,
has now been with us several weeks and .we hope he will
enjoy his stay with us. We said goodbye and good luck to
O.S.M. Benn and we extend a hearty welcome to C.S.M.
Whitlock. O.S.M. Whitlock can hardly be called a newcomer
since he was C.S.M. of D Coy, when the Bn. first moved to
Shorncliffe.
The commencement of the month found us with a double
Intake, but this was soon righted, when 5, 6, 7 and.8 Platoons
PassedOut on 18th May, 149. No. 8 Platoon, under Sgt. Leach,
assisted by Cpls. Quinn and Henden, won the InterPlatoon
. Competition. We believe we can claim a precedent when we
State that the two best shots in the PassingOut Platoons were
twin brothers, Ptes. Archer, A. and 'N.
The present four Platoons are now well established in the
Bn., being in their sixth week of training. One member of
this" Intake, Pte. Bernasconi, boxed for the Bn. a week after
his arrival here. He also boxed for the Bn. in the Army Inter
Unit Championship on 17th May, '49 and won his fight.
He
has since left us for the Cadet Platoon. In the field of' sport
generally, the Coy. seems to have quite a good selection of
enthusiasts. We hope to produce a good cricket side and one
representative at least in the Bn. Athletic team. The Coy.
Athletic Meeting was finally held on the 27th May, after one
postponement, due to bad weather. The Meeting produced
some quite good results.
We are now looking'forward to plenty of activity during
the summer months,: which, combined with fine
weather,
should make life in Shorncliffe very pleasant.


. .

H.Q. Company
We are at the moment in the midst of training for the
Battalion Athletic Meeting, which takes place on the 14th and
15th June, 1949, at Risborough Stadium Ground. H.Q. Coy.
are providing two teams again as per prewar, namely X and y
Groups.
X Group consists of the Band and Drums, and Y Group
remainder of the Coy. Members of the teams are training hard
in their spare moments and we hope to record their efforts
in full detail next month.
We welcome to the Coy. this month, Lt. H. A. Mawniiian
who has taken over the duties of A/Adjt; We shall look to
him to collect the swimming trophy for the Coy. this year as
we certainly have the material in the Coy. for
to play
around with. Welcomes are also extended to the draft from
the Middlesex Regt., who arrived recently.
We have recently posted a good number of our Permanent
Staff to No. 2 Coy., who will be forwarding them on to Hong
Kong. We wish them all bon voyage, and say thanks for the
hard work during their stay here. We are sorry to lose them.
Many readers will be interested to hear that C.S.M.
(Henry Butcher) called in H.Q. Office recently.' He is now
employed with the Royal Artillery (T.A.) at Gillingham.
Alternate Wednesday afternoons bring the PassingOut
Parade to Napier Barrack Square, when we are given a fine
military display by the Band and Drums prior to the March On
and Inspection of recruits. If the weather is anything ui™
inclement, the spectators move chairs back six short sharp
paces on .to the Coy. Office verandah, when we are virtually
Confined to Barracks. It was reported our runner had to exit
via the rear window.
Many are the blisters that were pricked last month after
the ninemile bash on P.E. Tests. It is gratifying to see the
results of the Tests, considering we are known as office wallahs I
Watch this column for results of the InterCoy. Athletics I ! I
In closing, some readers may be interested to learn that
Lt. (Peanut) Groom passed the grade on the R.A.P.C. Course,
and is now posted to a Pay Office in Nottingham.
W.G.

Subscription rates: —
Single Copies 5d., post free.
Other Ranks 5/ per annum, post free.
Officers 9{ per annum, post free;
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The Band

Hello ! readers.
Here, once again is your " Bandroom
Scribe," bringing you another instalment from that ageold
tragedy, " The Life of an Infantry Bandsman."
Believe me, respected readers, ours is an unenviable lot.
made less endurable by the " Kappelmeister " and other arch
enemies.
At the present we are being kept very busy, as the
appended list of our ensuing engagements will show. This
list is for your convenience, because if you happen to be
residing, temporarily, or otherwise in a district in which we are
scheduled to perform, you have the chance of a lifetime, it
being a foregone conclusion that you enjoy good music.
In the sphere of sport the Band are well in The " van "
(as usual), having entered a team, augmented with Drummers,
for the Bn. Sports Meeting. L/Cpl. Taylor would doubtlessly
have competed in the three mile race, donning P.T. shorts for
the occasion, but, alas ! his temporary (we sincerely hope)
indisposition prevents him from so doing.
D/M. Watts is our champion in the field events, proving
to the dubious that he can throw Discus, Shot and Hammer,
pot to mention that pride of Ancient Greece, the Javelin, with
skill and dexterity, equalled only by expert Mace juggling
whilst heading the Band and Drums on parade.
In the Men's room a state of chaos and confusion exists,
owing to crowded conditions, as we have several Middlesex
Bandsmen with us, but, nevertheless, above the din of many
different dialects and accents one can hear a voice, old and
cracked, emanating presumably from the adjacent bunk,
inferring that its owner has only four months to do ! ! I
apologise if I am a day or two out, Sgt.; it is just a rough
guess.
Well, readers, this is all this month, as this epigrammatical
epistle has to be typed in duplicate before 1500 hours, or else
the Office occupants' tongues begin to swell noticeably. What
one might call a typical teadrinker's malady.
Your Hibernian Heresiarch,
Liam.
July.
August.
J.T.C., Canterbury.
Depot, Buffs.
lst
Morden.
2nd—3rd
Canterbury.
Maidstone.
4th
Ramsgate.
7
th
Depot, The Buffs.
Maidstone.
Morden.
10th
Maidstone.
Hythe (Fete).
R.W.K. Swimming
13 th
Sports. 14th
Dover.
17 th
24th
Maidstone.
Morden.
19th 20th Maidstone.
28th—31st Paignton.
23rd 24th Reunion,
Maidstone.
27th—30th Cricket Week,
September.
Maidstone. 1st—10th
Paignton.
31st
J.T.C., Gravesend. 11th—25th Folkestone.

lst 2nd
3rd
5th.—6th
9th
10th
12 th

Sergeants' Mess
Hello, friends. Once again it is time for us to attempt to
produce a survey of happenings.
Social Activities.—Social life in the Mess, as a whole, is
progressing on a larger scale these days, which, of course,
makes life a lot pleasanter.
On 12th May members of the Mess visited the Paper Mills
at Sittingbourne, at the very kind invitation of Mr. Grubb,
father of Johnnie Grubb (R.Q.M.S.). This visit was concluded
by a game of darts in the Railway Tavern, and a very enjoyable
evening was had by all. It is rumoured that Johnnie has a
large financial
interest in the Railway Tavern. I wonder . . ?
On 24th May we visited the 4th Bn. (T.A.) in Camp at St.
Martin's Plain and we met many old pals who were in very
good form, especially R.S.M. Bryne. The 4th Bn. returned the
compliment on 26th May, when they visited us in Moore Mess.
On 17th May a Social Evening was held in Moore Mess.
A very enjoyable evening was the outcome of the organizing
of the Entertainments Committee.
The finals
of the billiards. Snooker and darts tournaments
were completed first,
and the prizes presented were :
Billiards.—1st prize, Sgt. Fatwell; 2nd prize, Sgt. Barton.
Snooker.—1st, Sgt. Edwards
Catt.

(R.A.E.C.);

2nd,

O.R.Q.M.S.

Darts.—1st, Sgt. Young ( B Coy.); 2nd, C.S.M. Swanson.

WHO SAYS THAT
HORSES
ARE

AFRAID

OF

ELEPHANTS ?
PHONE MAIDSTONE 3313

After the presentation by the R.S.M., Sgt. Young (R.A.E.C.)
took over and HouseyHousey was played (run by C.S.M.
Chapman), after which a spot of dancing, followed by games
—paper tearing, in which Drummy Watts excelled himself.
This turn was followed by a ladies' and gentlemen's blind
fold potato race. It was whispered that the R.S.M. used a
silk handkerchief.
The Spoon Shoot.—This competition is becoming very
popular and shews very good shooting results—1st, C.S.M.
Kettle; runnerup, C/Sgt. Miller.
Congratulations to Johnnie and Mrs. Grubb on their
marriage. We wish them the very best of luck and happiness.
We hope to welcome them to our married circle in the very
near future. (It is rumoured that Johnnie has already bought
a brief case in which to take home his homework at 1630
daily, except Saturdays and Sundays.)
We congratulate Sgt. Watson and Sgt. Connolly on giving
a good performance at the Army Boxing Finals. The Shield
they brought back with them will be in the Sgts'. Mess for
six months in conjunction with the Officers' Mess, who will
then hold it for the same period. It is secretly hoped that we
shall sell many more pints to people coming to view this mag
nificent shield.
Departures.—It is with regret that we say goodbye to
C.S.M.s Charlie Davis and Benn, and Sgts. Burrell, Turner and
Cleland. We hope that they will soon settle down and enjoy
themselves in their new stations.
We welcome R.S.M. and Mrs. Stephens to M.Q.s' circle
and hope that they will soon settle down in their new abode,
complete with seaview.
We welcome C.S.M. Whitlock once again, and hope to see
Mrs. Whitlock back once again in our midst.
It is rumoured that married Mess members are looking for
the organizer of the men's committee to obtain a few tips
in babysitting, which they get detailed for very frequently it
seems these days.
Well, that's all for now, except that a new voice is heard
nowadays on Ross Square. It is rumoured to belong to Paddy
ParneJl, but again it might come from the boats. Anyway,
" time alone will tell."
Signing off until our next contribution.
R.

N.
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THE REGIMENTAL DEPOT
As reported in our last contribution the Regimental Depot
establishment was at its minimum during Whitsun holiday
period and all members of the Permanent Staff (except those
unfortunates detailed for duties) availed themselves of a well
earned leave. All returned safely to the fold looking slightly
sunburnt and rested. It was noticeable, however, on return
from leave that the many weeds had come along very nicely
and all ranks were soon anxiously scanning the daily detail
setting zero hour for an allout attack on these intruders.
(Knives, table, soldier's are now NOT used for this purpose
since the weeds are reasonable and grow sufficient height to
allow for hand weeding.)
Hand weeding is quite a,ll right,
except it is inclined to make the back ache, so hoes, with
handles long, soldier, lean on. have been issued. These are
very handy, as they allow one hand free for smoking.
Early in the month the clump of bat against ball could be
heard in the vicinity of the back field in the evenings. On
investigation it was found that the Regimental Depot Cricket
Club had been challenged to a match by the Maidstone Branch
of The Past and Present Association. This was an event to
look forward to as the cricket table was beginning to look
respectable and we were all keen to try it out. Sunday, 19th
June, was the day fixed for the match, and promptly at 3 p.m.
on that afternoon both teams had assembled together with a
goodly number of our many friends. Having won the first
part of the match, i.e., the toss, the Skipper of the Depot team,
together with his 2ndincommand inspected the pitch before
deciding to put The Past and Present in to bat. (This was a
serious error, as will be noted later.)
Amid tumultuous
applause, the team took the field to await the opening pair,
to wit. Messrs. Slater and Carman, who really meant business,
the third ball of the first over being despatched for four.
Success was not long delayed. Sgt. Huntington clean bowling
Slater for a duck. This had a steadying influence on the
P. and P. team and Mr. Carman and King played steadily until
Carman stood in front of a straight one from Weller (two for
16—not bad !). This brought Fred Farrington to the crease
and he was soon off with a four to square leg. We were pro
gressing fairly well, three for 21, four for 38. Something
seemed to go wrong then, for the fourth wicket put on 37 and
lhe next another 21, bringing the score to 96 for 6. The tail
offered little resistance and the team were eventually dis
posed of for a mere 103. Tea was then served to all—upwards
ol" 90 or 100 took tea, having enjoyed the cricket provided up
to this stage.
Having taken tea, the Depot team were given little time
to allow it to settle, and were rushed to take the field
and
attempt to obtain 104 runs.
Disaster came soon in Sgt.
Huntington being clean bowled in the second over for a duck.
With careful play the score continued to rise steadily and
slightly above the average of our opponents, i.e.. two for 17,
three for 29. four for 34, and from then on we must admit
the P. and P. had much their own way, getting the 6th and
71 h wickets for 38. 8th and 9th for 39, and eventually the
last for a total of 49. Farrington and Sergison were in great
form with the ball, having obtained five for 11 and three for 12
respectively, and the team all trooped back to the pavilion at
about ten to six. It had previously been agreed to draw
stumps at seven and the P. and P. modestly suggested that
the Depot should bat again (of course, not mentioning high
hopes of the possibility of getting the team out again for less
than 50. thereby winning by an innings). This had no effect
on the Depot team, who soon set about the bowling and the
score rose rapidly until seven p.m., when stumps were drawn,
with the score at 96 for 5 wickets, and after many comments
of what should have happened, etc., all made towards the
Sgts'. Mess to spend the rest of the evening. It is hoped that
it may be possible to fix yet one more match before the season
ends, when we shall be looking forward to reversing our
defeat.
By this time the reader may have come to the conclusion
that there has been a change in the establishment of the
Depot Stall by this correspondence. This is not so, our regular
contributor has been granted a very wellearned leave and is
ending it at seayatching (shades of the 7th Marines). We
ie he and his wife have had an enjoyable time and that
be no defects with the sextant so they may harbour
^kithe fold on time, for there will be plenty to do

i^the Commanding Officer was present on
the unveiling of a memorial erected
late L/Cpl. John Pennington
Burma, whilst serving with

the 4th Bn. during the last war. An account of his visit
appears elsewhere in this issue.
We have been very gald to see Col. Coe around Barracks
during the past fortnight or so. taking slock of Regimental
property which has accumulated during the war years. He is
looking very fit and is as energetic as ever.
At the end of the month we shall be saying our cheerio's
to Pte. Gladdish, who has been at the Denot since January,
pottering around awaiting the dav for his discharge. He has
done very well here and the R.S.M. will find that such a willing
worker will be difficult to replace.
Another important point which must be niaced on record
Is that on and from 1st June, 1949. the price of a CUD of tea
in the N.A.A.F.I, has been raised to three hallpence. As we
have so few on the Staff here, it is difficult to find
out if the
quality has been raised 50 per cent, accordingly; the price ol
a cup of coffee has also been raised by 25 per cent.
The Ladies' Club continues to struggle along and have now
managed to get a children's playroom in the Barracks. They
are also planning an outing to the seaside about the middle of
July. We wish them success in their enterprise and hope they
will have a pleasant visit.
During the first
week of July, Maidstone will be celebrat
ing its 400th Anniversary of the granting of its Royal Charter.
The Regiment, having its home in the county town, has been
called upon to take a fairly prominent part in the proceedings,
which will include a procession through the main streets of the
town on the evening of 6th July, 1949. This is where the
Regimental Depot really comes into it. It has been arranged
that, the Regimental Colour, with an escort from the 1st Bn.,
should attend, and a party of twelve from the Regimental
Depot in prewar full dress. We are beginning to wonder if the
uniforms will fit. as it is conditional on the issue thereof from
ordnance that they must not be altered in any way. So we
must provide the bodies to fit the uniforms—some may require
"stays." others "deceivers" (whatever they may be). Anyhow,
it will certainly open the eyes of some of the locals to see
a squad in full dress—we are, of course, expecting some
criticism from some of the " old 'uns " on how it should have
been done. Let us hope that it will be favourable. The Regi
mental Band and Drums will be in the procession, so our part
will really be representative of the Regiment.
The real day, however, for the Depot will be Sunday, 24th
July, when the 11th Annual Reunion is being held. No efforts
are being spared to ensure the whole Barracks is spick and
span for the occasion. We are expecting a record number this
time—it is during the Maidstone Cricket Week and the town
will be dressed with bunting, as was usual in prewar days.
Arrangements have been put in hand for a coach to pro
ceed to the Olympia, in London, to see the afternoon per
formance of ' the Royal Tournament on the 30th June.
Incidentally, it has been noted that the London Branch of the
P. and P. plan a visit on that day; no doubt for the evening
performance—we shall be looking out for them.
So don't forget we shall all be looking forward to seeing
many of our old comrades on Sunday. 24th July; the one day
of the year we can really get together.

Sergeants' Mess
It has been brought to notice that as it is now mid
summer, certain personnel connected with the publication of
this important journal usually partake of a spot of leave, and,
in consequence it is important that contributions for inclusion
must be made promptly. This news has caught our " scribe "
on one leg and he finds
it very difficult to produce the
necessary script.
Nonetheless, much to everybody's surprise W.O.II Blundon
actually rejoined the Depot from his " dutycumleave " visit
to Records on Saturday, 11th June. He was very pleased with
himself and was very anxious to return to the Mess in order
to maintain his mediocre form at snooker. Of late he has
strictly laid off playing during the middav, as he thinks he
can play much better in the cool of the evening. This is doubt
ful, judging from his recent performances.
The first
part of the month has been fairly quiet—except,
for usual Saturday evening gatherings when our skill at crib,
is put to test. It has been noted that one particular member
(a very clever player) comes along just in time to sit, down
and take a hand. He continues to play with his uncanny skill
until he notices that the cards are beginning to turn against
him—he then suddenly decides he must catch a bus. He is
doing very well out of it up to the present.
Monday, 13th June (unlucky date). It was observed that
Rule 17 of the Mess had been broken and Bob Baker (the
Medical man) (attached) had introduced a lady dog into the
Mess. This was not resented by the dining members, but there
is something very peculiar about its habits for its age. It

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE
at first,
but grow on you later. If you want to forget your
worries and laugh, or if you want to be driven absolutely
barmy, send for Ranson and Pace, for they guarantee results—
in either direction.
Our Dave, P.S.I. Sgt. D. Baker, came lo Camp plastered up
and although crocked, managed to keep things moving in the
Sgts'. Mess. He's now on a wellearned leave and needs it, too.
Now on the subject of personalities, let's give a little news of
individuals. C.Q.M.S. F. C. Johnson started Camp by going
on a Course, but it was soon found that his presence in the
Orderly Room was urgently required to help with the " oodle "
business, so, no Course. Pte. Footer, ol whom we have as yet
heard no mention, was found to be a dark horse. He has a
most remarkable voice—just like those you hear outside pubs.—
has that slur at the end of every syllable. Pte. Peter Gilkes
surprised everybody, including liimself, by landing a mortor
bomb nearer to the target than anybody. Jim Fen wick was as
happy as a sandboy all the week, for they made him Duty
Bugler—he loves blowing the thing and, thank goodness, blows
it well. Yes, we've got all sorts in " D." but putting them
all together you have a good Coy. It's so good that they just
can't leave and are all signing on again, aren't they, Horace V
Now, great news for old T.A. and all.exinfantry wallahs in
Bromley. We are forming a Platoon at ihc Drill Hall in East,
Street and would be delighted to see any of you who care to
come along. If you are interested, then write to us, or call
at Penge or Bromley Drill Halls. In any case all past and
present members of the Regiment are welcome, so come along
for a chat.
Before closing I should like lo express the thanks of D Coy.
to the Regimental Band for its excellent show on Saturday
afternoon at Camp. All are agreed that it really made them
feel good and the visitors remarked on the excellent per
formance in the afternoon and Beating of Retreat in the
evening. Thank you !
Thanks, too. to the Sgts'. Mess for throwing it open Satur
day to all. It was a haven of rest for weary mothers with
children and thirsty husbands with wives atow.
Well, once again we have reached the end lor the month,
so cheerio from Penge.
" Gappin Hejrow."

"H.Q." Company
" Bung Ho " here again !
We are now recuperating from a hectic week's Camp and
settling down nicely.
We want to know who takes the vegetarian diet so
seriously. It is understood that certain chaps show a prefer
ence to geranium.
It is rumoured that the Bn. has a Band—a combination ol
E.N.S.A. and N.A.A.F.I.—however, it is hoped that we can Beat
Retreat soon, having been shown the way by the 1st Bn. Band,
whose oerformance at Camp was outstanding.
Sgt. Carver has been trying to find
the Latin version ol
" What are yer ?" so that he can incorporate same on his future
Prcvost sign.
Although we lost the Bn. football final,
we must say it
was the battle of the few.
" Bung Ho."

Support Company
We have to report a very successful week in Camp. In
spite of indifferent weather we put in some extremely useful
training and the general opinion was that it was a week well
spent, and that a second week would have been a good thing.
As soon as we arrived at Shorncliffe we went straight to
work at Lvdd, firing
3inch Mortars, and later in the week we
almost completely destroyed one of their targets with 6pounder
antitank gunfire. The shooting in each case was firstclass
and the object of the exercise was certainly achieved, that is,
that each man should fire
each weapon and thus gain con
fidence
in himself and in the weapons we use. We did not aim
to produce potential instructors, but one or two have now
decided which is their pet, and a little reorganization is to
be carrried out within the Coy. to fit in with these wishes.
Some very useful exercises were also carried out with the
Carriers and with our new wireless sets, and once again one or
two members ol the Coy. are now keen on wireless. From
the military point of view, therefore, we must say that 1949
Camp has definitely produced really good results.
Socially, too, a good tiine was had by all. We got to know
each other much better, and discovered quite a bit of talent
hidden within our flanks, but not a word to the wife about that !
On our return home one wife declared that she would wait
at least a week before deciding whether the " bloom " on her
husband's face was really due to wind and sun, or if it was
merely the result of an excess of gin, etc. !
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Now,' after a short respite, we arc to get down to some
organized platoon training. Recruitment perked up a little
before Camp and we had three men enlisted in the week before
we left Tonbridge, two of whom, we are pleased to say, actually
came to Shorncliffe with us. Wo are hoping that this upward
trend will be maintained.
Finally, as one who was directly concerned, I would
personally like to express our thanks to the 1st Bn., R.W.K..
and to the AntiTank Wing of the School of Infantry at Hythe
for lending us Instructors to help us with our specialist
weapons. They did an excellent job and we are very gatefut
to them all.

Sergeants' Mess

Annual Camp was another of those rare occasions when
the Mess gets together, and this time was no less enjoyable
than previous ones. This year differed from last in that we
had four solid walls and a weatherproof roof. The Mess we
found quite comfortable, though not luxurious. The food, at
first, did not come up to expectation, but this was due, we
found, to a tempermental stove. " Doughy " Baker improved
things no end. however, and this problem was settled.
The Officers spent an evening with us, and from the first
the occasion proved to be of an energetic nature. Pips and
stripes battled for points at table tennis. Lt. Gibson proved
tco strong for me and I retired with some feeble excuse before
the rot set in too disgracefully. Our football game proved the
most popular, even putting darts in the shade. I noticed the
Padre was very obsessed by it and believe he was quite exhausted
through some of the tense moments, when the ball eluded the
backs and got stuck in a corner. There was nothing in the
book to cover this, so somebody had to blow it out.
Our visit to the Officers' Mess was, as usual, marked by the
hospitality shown us. We were entertained royally (I, for one,
was never allowed to see the bottom of my glass). An informal
evening, it was thoroughly enjoyable, and for myself and fellow
Coy. Sgts.. made even more pleasant by the arrival of our
skipper, Maj. J. D. Stocker. M.C.
Our counterparts in the Royal Sussex Regt. spent an
evening with us and we found them a grand lot. I won't dwell
on this or of our visit to them for, as you all know, these
evenings are always most successful. Putting it in a nutshell,
these two evenings were " just the job." We learnt about the
" boat race " from them—the brewers would be " made up "
with that.
On Saturday the Mess was thrown open to visitors and
the barman was kept busy providing pickmeups for tired
fathers who had renewed acquaintance with their offspring—
and knew it. The afternoon proved very successful and the
excellent performance by the Regimental Band was much
appreciated. Some of the youngsters were overawed and all the
rest of us were thrilled once more by the music. Thank you
for coming along.
At Camp a suggestion previously put was discussed and
accepted, i.e., that the W.O.s and Sgts. of each Coy. entertain
the rest of the Mess in turn at their respective H.Q.s These
visits will occur once every three months and yours truly will
endeavour to give an account in the columns each time. I say
" endeavour " for I realise one's memory is a bit hazy after
Mess functions.
Of personalities, I have little to write about. I, and no
doubt every member of the Mess, was pleased to see us all
together again and look forward to the first of our Coy. visits.
However, a few things are fixed
in my mind about this Camp.
First, there's Harry Vallin's eye; he has a beauty—got it at
football, he said. His fellow Cray wallah, Taffy Easter, wasn't
his usual handsome self without his teeth. Caning the Health
Service at Cray, they are !
R.S.M. Byrnes tried a game ol
football, but when running for the ball, couldn't keep up a
sustained effort and was seen to gradually drop back. He could
never reach the speed of the ball. C.S.M. Clifton, when play
ing. was in great danger of tieing his legs together. They got
so tangled together, one couldn't tell which boot was on what
leg. Sgts. Corke and Carver were much in evidence—" Corky,"
with his usual charm, " got his nut in " at the N.A.A.F.I. Ol
our Carver boy, I'll say nought—can't always tell what he
gets up to. Rare boys with the ladies these. I hope their
wives don't read the " Buster."
Of how R.S.M. bowled me out at a lecture I'll make no
mention—it's rather a sore point. Somebody summed it ail
up by calling me " Joe " something.
Well, friends, that's all. I'll excuse myself for not writing
a fuller account of our activities by explaining that I can't
remember much about them. We had a wellstocked bar, you
see
Many thanks are due to C/Sgt. Brown for the excellent
amentities of the Mess and for the smooth running of the many
functions.
, .
You did a grand job, "Topper;" thanks a lot.

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE
has a special liking fox Sgts'. Mess tea (Sgt.Major's), which
must be at a precise temperature—this attained by Bob, who
carefully pours the tea into a tin plate and continues to
" blow it" until the desired temperature is obtained. The
attitude adopted for the process is to place the plate on the
floor, to prevent spilling, and then to get down on all fours.
It is also noticed that " Susie " (l"oi* that is her name) is very
partial to " hot dogs " and bread and butter. It is expected
that Bob will be able to train her to use a knife and fork in
due course.
On Friday, 17th June, the Maidstone Branch of P. and P.
Association held their usual monthly meeting at the Mess,
which was well attended; piesumably the chief item on the
agenda was their forthcoming cricket match versus the very
depleted Depot Staff. On this occasion it was noted that there
were oixe or two members of the R.A.M.C. O.C.A. present, who
promptly challenged the P. and P. at darts—I do not expect
any report of the result of this particular match will appear
under the Maidstone P. and P. news—probably better left out
of the report.
Following the cricket match, held at the Depot on Sunday,
19th June, the Maidstone Branch P. and P. Association and
their guests were invited to the Mess for a social evexxing.
This was quite a success, except that owing to numbers, all
rooms were in use at once and it was difficult to get really
going iix games. Darts and skittles were played uxxder great
difficulties—the smaller children taking a particular interest
in the billiards table, as they could hang on the sides and
swing their little legs, and in some cases see over the sides of
the table and watch the antics of the balls when play was in
progress. As the evening wore oix the Mess " TipIt " team
challenged the P. and P. and the Mess won a very closely con
tested game by 21—14. The P. and P. are not quite clever
enough at this pastime and declined the offer to " have another
go," so it was left to the ladies to take us on. Either they are
very astute, or they had " beginneis' luck," for we allowed
the ladies to win by 21—6. The reason for this is to encourage
beginners and get them interested so they may have the
opportunity of playing us seriously at a later date, when, no
doubt, they will appreciate the foregoiixg.
It is hoped that reports on the cricket match will appear
under either The Depot or Maidstone Branch, P. and P. Notes.
However, we were very pleased to see Col. Howe, Dick Hayward.
Busty Cannacott, and many others, who came along, aixd hope
they enjoyfed a pleasant afternoon and evening. We all hope
it will be possible to put on another match befoi'e the end of
the season.
An invitation has been received from " The Sappers' " Mess
at Invicta Lines for a Sgts'. dance being held on the 24th June,
and several of the members are looking forward to yet another
pleasant evening.
Opeiation Order, " Brighton," has just come off the press
and it is announced that the Sgts'. Mess Annual Outing, with
wives, guests and children, will be to Brighton, on Tuesday.
28th June, 1949. I was having a look at my bathing trunks,
but I am afraid I shall have to forego my annual dip in the
briny—the moths seem to have been having a very nice time
in between the seasons.
A party from the Depot to the Olympia on 30th June, 1949,
has also been arranged. So. taking things all round, we are
not doing so bad. are we ? More news coixerning these events
will appear in the next issue.
July will be a lively month in Maidstone. The Borough
is celebrating the 400th Anniversary of the granting of its
Charter during the period 4th—9th July, and their Cricket
Week from 20th—26th July. A street procession is beiixg held
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on 6th July and the Regiment is takiixg a prominent part in
this. It is hoped to see the Regimental Colour on parade,
with escort and a party from the Depot, dressed in prewar
fulldress uniform—quite a splash of colour; the town Is also
having a general brighten up—painters everywhere.
In
addition, of course, we have our own special event, the 11th
Annual Reunion, on 24tli July, when " Ye Olde Slope Arms "
will be open again. The Bariacks will certainly be lookiixg
bright and the back field much neater than in the past. The
rifle ranges have also beexx put in a good state of repair.
We extend a vote of thanks to all those of the Depot
Staff who worked hard in connection with the arrangements
for the cricket match on 19th June. 1949; everybody was
pleased and thankful for all that was done for them.
Of our visitors we were pleased to see Toot Lamb, Dick
Hayward, Bob Case, Busty Cannacott during the month; will
probably see Bill Hunt on Reunion day. C/Sgt. August (who
has been lounging as Officers' Mess Sgt. during the absence ol
the regular incumbent) has at last been earmarked for a job
it is understood that he is shortly being posted to 1st Bn. at
Shorncliffe and we take this opportunity of wishing him the
best of luck in his new appointment, 'sgt. Huntington has
returned from his visit to the Continent (he reurned just in
time to be able to play for the Depot cricket team). We also
congratulate him on obtaining a " Q.l " on his Course at the
Army Catering Corps Training Centre, as Officers' Mess Sgt 
well done !
TOPICS. The Sgts'. Mess, 4th Bn., are to be congratulated
on their excellent effort of sending in a " writeup ' on two
successive months. We wonder if they can keep it up ? Why
no news from Sgts'. Mess, 1st Bn. (H.C.T.B.j ? ?
Can the
striker be out " l.b.w." if the ball hits the bat first
?

t ?

f

The Report of the National Association for Employment
of Regular Sailors, Soldiers and Airmen for 1948 is now in
process of production and will shortly be circulated through
the War Office to all Units of the Army and supporters of the
Association, including all Regimental Associations. In this
report will be found not only the figures
of placings by Services
and Units but also by the various Branches of the Associa
tioxx so that it is possible to see pictorially by reference to
the chart at the back of the Report just how one area com
pares with another. Atteixtion is specially drawix to a particu
lar section which contains paragraphs giving general informa
tion on employment in each of the areas covered by the
National Association Branches. It is possible by reference to
one or other of these paragraphs, to get an impression of
employment conditions in any part of the United Kingdom.
These extracts are especially framed with the object of
beiixg of assistaixce to meix who are considering what their
future is to be when they leave the Service and return to
civil life. It is realised that many men, having little experi
ence of civil life before their service, have little idea of what
sort of a job they are likely to be able to get to give them lxot
only an occupation which will interest them but also carry
with it some prospects of advancement and a settled means of
livelihood, one point which must always be stressed in these
days is the fact that if a man has a home in aixy part of the
country he must face the probability that he will have to
remain there whatever the prospects of employment are in
the neighbourhood, because of the difficulty of finding
alterna
tive accommodation elsewhere.
The Association, wishing to be of real assistance to the
men whom it exists to serve, would appreciate any suggestions
or criticism which will enable this service to ixe improved.
Men who have already returned to civil life find the report oi
interest and of use to them in assisting others in search of
good secure jobs.
As is well known, the National Associatioix, whose services
are quite free, exists for no other purpose than to be the
Employment Agency of the exservicemen and introduce the
men who want the work to the Employer anxious to employ
them.
Copies of the Annual Report can be fouixd in Unit
Information Rooms or by application to the Education Officer.
Regular Forces' Employment Association. 14, Howick Place,
London, S.W.I,
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1st BATTALION FAMILIES' GUILD
The Families' Guild monthly social for June took the form
of a Garden Fete, held in the garden of the C.O.'s house on
16th June, '49. All members had been circularised and were
asked to give either Jumble. Junk, Groceries, Cakes or Home
Made Produce. There had been a very generous response and
when the Fete opened at 7 p.m. the stalls were loaded with all
manner of useful things.
Early comers were soon busy
restocking their wardrobes or larders. There was soon a large
attendance and the scene resembled " 'Appy 'Ampstead " on a
Bank Holiday, everyone joining in the fun with great gusto.
Competitions were well patronised and with the sounds of
happy laughter the Fete soon got into its stride. The Band
played selections during the evening, adding to the gaiety.
Later on in the evening a Ladies' Ankle Competition was held,
much to the delight of the males, who envied the C.O. his
job of judging this event. The Men's Ankle Competition
followed and the ladies had their revenge.
Sister Mole,
S.S.A.F.A., did the judging, much to the delight of the crowd.
Maj. Pond was adjudged the winner. Many thanks are due
to O.C., No. 3 C.I.C., A.C.C., who provided the excellent
refreshments. The evening concluded with the drawing of
raffles and presentation of Competition prizes by Col. and Mrs.
Martyn.
There was much searching of pockets for lucky
numbers for there were 20 parcels of food drawn for.
All agreed it had been a delightful affair. Mrs. Martyn
and the ladies of her Committee are to be congratulated on
the result. On the financial
side a net profit of over £20 is
anticipated. This will be added to a profit of £14. which was
made on the Guild Dance, held in Napier Gymnasium on 9th
June, '49. The whole of this money will be devoted to the
children's summer outing, which is scheduled to take place
the latter part of August. We say, well done Guild ! Here's
wishing you a successful outing.
LIST OF COMPETITIONS, WINNERS AND STALLHOLDERS
Darts Competition.—Highest score of evening :
Ladies—Mrs. Homewood, 110.
Gentlemen—Sgt. Jamieson, 140.
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G uessing Weight of Cake.—Made and presented by Mrs. Abrams :
Mrs. Mansfield guessed correct weight of 31lbs. 1oz.
Treasure Island.—One lucky square :
Mrs. Davies.
G uessing of Doll's Name.—Dressed and presented by Mrs.
Crittenden. Correct name in sealed envelope was Janet :
Mrs. Kettle.
Ankle Competition :
Ladies, judged by C.O.—Mrs. Taylor.
Gentlemen, judged by Sister Mole—Maj. Pond.
Nail Knocking.—Greatest number of nails in one minute :
Ladies—Mrs. Stamp. 7 nails.
Gentlemen—Pte. Nicholson.
STALLHOLDERS
Boioling the Sixpence : Maj. Fyler. Lt.Col. Tarver.
Penny Rolling : Lt. and Mrs. Nicholl.
Pyramid oj Tins : Mrs. Grimshaw and Mrs. Groom.
Aunt Sally : Maj. Grimshaw. Aunt Sally was Pte. Knight.
H.Q. Coy.
Shilling in Water : Mrs. Pond.
Three Balls in Three Buckets : C.S.M. and Mrs. Swanson.
Ice Cream : Sold by Mrs. Skelton.
Refreshments : Mrs. O'Dell, Mrs. Read, Mrs. Iliffe; washing
up, Maj. Read and Maj. Gwilliam.
STALLS
Grocery Raffles—20 prizes : Mrs. Tarver, Mrs. Fyler.
Jumble : Mrs. Martyn, Mrs. Nicholl. Mrs. Swanson, Mrs.
Chapman, Mrs. Blum.
Junk : Mrs. Jamieson.
Cakes and Home Made Produce : Mrs. Abrams.
Guessing Customer's Weight : Capt. O'Dell, who was also
responsible for all decorations, props., etc.. and without
whom the Fete would not have been the success it was.

1st Bn. Families' Guild Garden Party.

Lambert

Western & Son. Ltd.. Folkestone.
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THE QUEEN'S OWN PAST & PRESENT ASSOCIATION
THE 11th (LEWISHAM) BN.
The election of Mr. W. E. Toomer, M.M. and Bar, as an
Alderman on the Lewisham Borough Council has caused much
pleasure to the Chairman, Committee, members and friends
of the Association, and on their behalf I offer to Mr. Alderman
Toomer sincere congratulations on the honour conferred on
him. In Mr. Toomer's own words : " I am very pleased at my
election as an Alderman. It was a surprise to me and I feel
very proud. It will be a new experience and I am determined
to make a good job of it and will do my utmost to justify the
faith and confidence which has been placed in me."
It will be of interest if a few details of Alderman Toomer's
life are presented :
He is first
of all, the Standard Bearer of the Association,
which he considers to be a great privilege and honour. For
nearly three years he has carried the Standard, quietly and
very efficiently at the Annual Reunions of the Past and Present
Association of the Regiment at Maidstone; at the Lewisham
Battalion's own Remembrance Day Services at St. Laurence's
Church, Catford, where the Bn. held its Parade Services whilst
in billets in the District in 1915—where its King's Colour rests
in a place of honour and where the Association is fortunate
in having the Vicar, The Rev. Basil Matthews a former Chaplain
to the Navy in World War I, as its Padre.
Mr. Toomer finds
much pleasure in representing the
Lewisham Borough at the various British Legion and other
ceremonies held in Kent. The Standard had a prominent place
in the Legion Festival, held at the Hippodrome last November.
Last month at the very successful and memorable British
Legion gathering at Hayes, Lt.Col. C. Gordon Larking, J.P.,
Area Commandant, who took the salute, paid tribute to the
presence of the Standards of the 11th Bn. Association and the
5th Battalion (Bromley) Association (Bearer, Mr. G. H. Cockell).
Today, Sunday, 12th June, 1949, these two Standards will
be present' at Farnborough at a Legion Parade, for they are
rarely apart on these occasions.
Mr. Toomer, then nearly 30 years of age, enlisted in August,
1914, in the Royal Engineers, but was discharged in December,
1914, through sickness.
This did not deter him, for he reenlisted in the Royal
Fusiliers the following month and later in the year, went
overseas, taut was sent home sick again.
He recovered from his illness and proceeded to France
again, and became attached to the 11th (Lewisham) Bn.
Promotion soon came his way and as a Sgt. he won the
M.M. for excellent leadership during a raid at " Plugstreet,"
July, 1916.
He continued his good work throughout the battles of the
Somme, 1916, and in a raid on the enemy lines on the 8th
February, 1917, he further distinguished himself. To quote
Capt. R. O. Russell. M.C., 11th Battalion History :
" Sgt. Toomer, in charge of the Centre Party, was cool,
determined and courageous, leading his men with great skill.
" His party suffered the majority of the casualties, carried
out his allotted part with great success. For his good work,
Sgt. Toomer. received the Bar to his M.M."
The following month Sgt. Toomer was evacuated home
sick, and was discharged Medically Unfit in October, 1917.
Capt. Russell writes in the History :
" Sgt. Toomer was greatly missed. He was a real fighter,
and already had the M.M. and Bar. That he successfully
managed a little crowd of A Company, who called themselves
 The Black Hand Gang,' is proof of his powers of discipline
and leadership.
" This little gang, some of the best fighting
material one
could wish to have in the line, was a distinct handful when
we were out, and it speaks well for its Officers and N.C.O.s that
they did not bring a good deal of trouble on our hands."
It was cleaily very evident that the Lewisham Battalion
suffered a severe loss when Sgt. Toomer was sent home. Sgt.
Toomer joined the Labour Corps in March, 1919, and was
employed in Exhumation and Reburial work until March, 1920.
In the last war Alderman Toomer was instrumental in raising
A Company, 3rd Battalion Cumberland Home Guard.
His
proven ability befitted his task as Instructor from the " Broom
handle Days " to those of efficiency, eventually becoming Q.M.S.
(cumC.S.M., etc.).
He was at that time employed in the construction ot'
areodromes in various parts and on his return to London,
served with the 20th London (Q.O.RAV.K. Regt.) Home Guard,
so he has served his country well, over many long years, in
that respect.

During the last two years Mr. Toomer has been a building
worker for the Lewisham Borough Council, but his contract was
ended with his election as Alderman.
Alderman Toomer is a staunch Conservative and has
assisted the East Sydenham Ward Branch of the Party for the
last 18 months. He has been ViceChairman for 12 months.
Both before and during the recent Elections, he has
worked extremely hard and has diligently canvassed the district
with success.
He stated that he is very pleased with the results, and is
determined that these successes are repeated in the General
Election.
We, the Lewisham Association, wish him every success in
the future.
NOTES
I spent the Whitsun holidays with friends in the Ports
mouth District, and on Sunday took the opportunity of visiting
the " Victory."
What I saw in that treasured ship of Nelson's fame left
a deep impression on my mind and I urge all those who have
not had the privilege, to go and pay tribute. On Monday I was
taken to Winchester, and for two hours was deeply engrossed
in the wonders and beauties of the Cathedral. The carvings,
sculpture and relics of olden days gave me intense pleasure.
Here I would ask a question, reluctantly, because I must confess
my ignorance of the early history of the Regiment, and so 1
crave your indulgence. In the corner, by the main doors, two
Colours of the 97th Regiment (Earl of Ulster's) are hung, with
a plaque merely stating that they were carried during the
Crimean War.
How is it they are there ?
A visit to this beautiful treasure of art and devotion is
earnestly urged.
We of the 11th Battalion are looking forward to the
Reunion next month and a good party of us is expected to
make the trip.
We wish all Associations of the P. and P. all the best of
luck and much happiness in renewing old friendships on the
24th July.
The Memorial Plaque to our late President, Lt.Col. Corfe.
D.S.O., has been decided on and is in the hands of the makers
An announcement will be made later regarding the unveiling
of the Plaque—probably in the Autumn.
Our genial Secretary, Mr. Len Dawson, and his wife, are
enjoying a holiday in Belgium. We wish them everything that
is good.
Will members of the 11th Battalion Association and others,
who are welcome, who intend to be present at the Annual
Service in the Garden of Remembrance at Bellingham. please
note that the Parade will assemble at Ashgrove Road, Bromley
Road, Downham, at 3.15 p.m., NOT at Southend Lane, as
indicated in the Secretary's circular.
The salute will be taken by Lord Moyniham, O.B.E., and the
Band of the Bromley (Kent) Home Guard Association will be
in the lead. The Rev. C. S. Kirkpatrick, of St. Dunstan's
Church, Bellingham, will conduct the Service. A visit to this
beautiful garden is worthwhile.
" Pte. Banks."

5th BATTALION—EX "B" COMPANY
There is very little to report this month. Nothing very
exciting happened at our June meeting, indeed, we were most
respectable and conducted ourselves with great, albeit unusual,
decorum. This may, in the first
instance, have been caused
by the quality of the beer produced on this occasion, and most
certainly later on, by the presence of the " Gap's" young
lady, Babs, who played a remarkable game of Tiixpitt. This
is the first time, incidentally, since last November, that Wally
Hill has condescended to join us, though having now seen
his girl friend, we forgive him.
Readers of this " Gazette " will no doubt he interested to
learn that we hope to recommence our series of " Reflections
of a Company Commander," so sadly cut short by the death
of our Skipper—this time strictly anonymously. We hone to
publish our first
instalment in the next " Bangers' Gazette."
The time is not too early to remind exmembers of B Coy.,
and, indeed, of the 5th Bn. generally, that our Fourth Annual
Reunion Dinner and Dance will take place on Saturday,
December 10th; that tickets are 12/6 per head, and reserva
tions should be made very early through L. Clarke, 62. Summer
field Street, London, S.E.12.
" Nightingale."
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The June monthly meeting, held at the Drill Hall, on June
13th, was fairly well attended.
Chairman Wilkins opened the meeting at 7.45 p.m. by
welcoming those present. He voiced the pleasure of the mem
bers to see and welcome our President, Maj. R .W. Brothers,
who sets a good example to members, who live locally, by
travelling to our meetings on all possible occasions. Also very
welcome was a new member to the Branch, although a Life
Member of the Association, Mr. Ince.
Minutes of last meeting, May 2nd, were read and confirmed.
Joe Weight submitted the Treasurer's Report), which was
approved. Derails of Standard Bearers' Competition on July
23rd were read and it was unanimously decided that Chatham
Branch should enter the Competition.
Final arrangements
for the Outing to Ramsgate on June 26th were made, the
Outing Secretary reporting that a few seats were still vacant
owing to a member having failed to forward a deposit on six
seats.
Maj. Brothers expressed the pleasure he felt at these meet
ings with old comrades and appealed to all members to do their
best to bring in the many exmembers of the Regiment who
live in the Medway Towns. He thought it possible to find
room in the Drill Hall to accommodate them. It was hoped
that the Branch would be well represented at the Annual
Reunion.
The meeting closed at 8.50 p.m.
G. Anchors,
Branch Correspondent.
DEPTFORD AND DISTRICT BRANCH
Since oiu last correspondence was published in the
" Gazette," our Branch has had the misfortune to lose the
services of Mr. Medhurst, our Chairman and Correspondent. I
am sure I speak for the Branch when I say that we regret his
decision to resign and tender our grateful thanks for his past
services, which were many and varied. We can only hope that
the position in regard to his times of work, etc., will ease
later on and that we shall be seeing him once more. Thanks,
"Med." !
We regret also to record the death of Mr. Thompson, who
was suddenly taken ill on the eve of his entry into the Royal
Chelsea Hospital, as a pensioner. The Branch was represented
by two members at the funeral of another old comrade who has
passed to join the ranks of the majority.
Our worthy comrade, Mr. Fifield, deserves the thanks of
Branch for his untiring efforts on the Committee, although we
know he is very worried about Mrs. Fifield, who has been
seriously ill for some time. Our best wishes to them both.
We held a very successful social evening at the " Red
Lion," Deptford, on the 11th June, and can say that the even
ing was considerably enlivened by entertainment provided by
the " Mad Mullah," who was hailed by many of his old com
rades of the Mesopotamian days. We held our usual raffle
and this time the prize was won by the popular wife of Mr.
Fred Cox. It was quite a gay and convivial evening, and we
can say that if any members or exmembers of the Regiment
care to join us, they will be given a hearty welcome. Our
Secretary, Joe Reed, sees to that and he never forgets a face.
On June 25th we held our monthly meeting and in the
absence, on holiday, of the Secretary, the Chair was taken by
Mr. Kinnersley, who is ViceChairman. After announcing Mr.
Medhurst's decision to resign his position of Chairman, it was
unanimously decided to ask Mr. Kinnersley to fill that position,
which he agreed to do. Mr. Fenwick was coopted to fill the
vacant position on the committee caused by Mr. Medhurst's
resignation.
Now we are all looking forward to the Reunion at Maid
stone and have chartered a coach which, we hope, will leave
the " Red Lion," Deptford, at 8.30 a.m. on Sunday, July 24th.
All seats are now filled,
so here's to the " Day," and may old
King Sol shine as he usually does on " ' Queen's Own' Day."
" Poona Wallah."

LONDON

BRANCH

London Branch held their Annual General Meeting on
Friday, June 24th, at their Headquarters, " The Spread Eagle,"
Grosvenor Road. London, S.W.I.
The meeting was fairly well attended considering the holi
day period is on, and I think I can safely say that this was
the only meeting for some time that we did not have any, or
at least, one new member to join our merry gang, but, however,
we never give up hopes of drawing more new members yet.
Well, on with the " gen." After finishing
the usual agenda,
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the Balance Sheet was presented by the Secretary; we found
this to be in a very good position, of course, we have to thank
all members for this, because at all meetings they give their
fullest support, so thank you one and all—this also applies to
the ladies. If I did not mentioii them, I don't think I dare
show my face at the next meeting: well done, girls ! Although
Postage and Stationery was somewhere about £2 less than last
year, we think this is still too much, so we are putting a scheme
into action where we feel sure our Balance will, by the end of
the year, be much better. We have to thank one member very
much for this, namely, Mr. Wilks, so thank you, Mr. Wilks.
The Sports Fund was also very well in credit, after a very bad
start of £5/4/6 in debt, and considering the amount spent in
our visits and outings, we are well in credit; for this also we
have to thank all members.
Next we came to the selection of Officers of the Committee.
Mr. H. A. Elson and Mr. W. A. Cole were unanimously reelected
Chairman and Secretary—Mr. Elson as Chairman and Mr. Cole
as Secretary—both of these Officers thanked the members for
the support they had given them in .years gone by. but gave
them to understand that they would do their utmost in the
coming year, as they had before, and that they would hand
over next year as they feel they would like fresh blood in these
offices. Capt. Coyle was reelected ViceChairman elect, which
means that we would like this hardworking young man at
the head of the table next year. Mr. Broadbent and Mr. Davies
were elected as Eentertainment Committee; Mr. Wilks and Mr.
Davies, Auditors; Mr. Cole consented to carry on as correspon
dent for " The Q.O.G." until we found another member who
would do the job.
So, with those few remarks the meeting was brought to
a close and fixing the next meeting for Friday, July 29th.
W. A. Cole.
MAIDSTONE BRANCH

The June meeting was a great success, a large number of
members turning up. Arrangements were made to play the
Depot at cricket on June 19th—full details appended.
We were pleased to see Old Mac once more.
A few members of the R.A.M.C. O.C.A. paid a visit and
darts was played after the meeting.
The Branch will be assisting with SideShows at the
Reunion, so turn up in strength.
" Gnat."
SPORTS REPORT
On a sunny June day, to wit, Sunday, 19th June, 1949, the
Maidstone Branch assembled on the Back Field at the Barracks
to make good their challenge to play the Depot Staff at cricket.
After several protests from both sides, as to the eligibility
of certain players, and after it was proved beyond doubt that
" Tug" Wilson was really on the Depot Staff and that
" Bomber " Wells was within a few weeks of being a " civvy,"
the game was allowed to commence.
The Branch lost the toss and were detailed by R.Q.M.S.
Waterman to bat and bat they did, with very good judgment,
the last wicket falling about ten minutes before the tea interval
and the score being 103. During tea some enquiries were made
as to whether a book on " How to Keep Wicket " could be pur
chased at W. H. Smith and Sons in the town.
After a tea that must have made the Depot team feel a
little heavy by its size and quantity, the Depot went out to
bat and by six o'clock the sorry tale was told, they were all out
for 49. The only consolation they had was that they had made
the same score as the County team against the champions.
The victors, after some deliberation, decided that as the
Depot team had not seen much of the ball, except when chasing
it to the boundary, they should bat again and by the time
stumps were drawn at seven o'clock they had partly saved face
by scoring 96 fdr 5 wickets.
Both teams and their supporters then adjourned to the
Sgts'. Mess to celebrate a very excellent afternoon's sport and
also to take part in a few indoor games. The latest query is:
" Where has the Sgts'. Mess ' Tippit' team hidden itself
after their defeat by the ladies ? "
In a more serious vein, it was very nice to be able to wel
come such old stalwarts of the Regiment as " Busty " Cannacott
and " Nigger" Hayward, who looked in during the afternoon
and took part in the evening's fun. Also, much praise must
go to R.S.M. Hayley and C.S.M. Blunden for the excellent way
in which they arranged the teas and refreshments and to the
one and only " Bill" Bailey, whose smiling face was always
present at the hatch, ready to serve the liquid refreshment.
The scores are as follows and it will be noticed that the
" old 'uns " can still get runs and take wickets—watch our

Fred. The other Fred (our wicketkeeper) was determined to
keep his reputation, he even went so far as to stop them with
his chin to be sure they did not pass. We would advise Sgt.
Piggott not to show his best form yet as he will be a Past
member very soon. Don't sign on, " Piggy."
P. and P. Branch.
Slater, bowled
Carman, l.b.w
King, caught
Farrington, bowled ....
Davis, bowled
Sergison, run out
....
Eiffert, caught
Ludford, bowled
Wells, bowled
Extras (w. 1, b. 7, l.b. 1)
Total

0
13
14
20
0
38
3
2
0
0
9
103

Depot.
Waterman, bowled
Huntington, bowled
Eighteen, caught
Weller, caught
Hayley. bowled
Mitchell, l.b.w

....
....

Bracher. bowled
Piggott, bowled
Veness, not out
Extras (w. 1, b. 2, l.b. 3)
Total

8
0
11
7
2
0
11
0
0
1)
4
6
49

In conclusion, we must congratulate the organizers for
an excellent afternoon and evening's entertainment.

SHORNCLIFFE AND DISTRICT BRANCH
The usual monthly meeting was held at the Regimental
Room, Ross Barracks, Shorncliffe, on Wednesday, 25th May, 1949.
In the Chair, Lt.Col. F. K. Theobald; present, 14 Past members,
14 Serving members.
Regarding the members present it is very gratifying to see
that the serving members are taking a greater interest in the
affairs of the Branch. It is our earnest hope that still more
serving members will find time to attend our meetings for it
is in their own interest that, whether in or out of the Service,
they keep in touch with the Association. Apart from the fact
that one keeps in touch with old pals, there may come a time
when the Association can help in other directions and that is
the very purpose for which the Association was formed.
Routine matters having been dealt with the Secretary
reported that during the interval since our last meeting he
had heard of an old member of the Regiment who was ill. The
man in question will only be remembered by the older members.
He is C. Musson, who served with the 1st Bn. from 1893 to 1914.
He has been confined to bed for about two years and is to
all intents a confirmed invalid. Mr. Elvy informed the meeting
that Mr. Musson was very pleased to think that the Association
had sought him out and were anxious to do something to bring
a little comfort at such a time.
Next matter to be discussed was the visit of the Legionaires
from the Benelux Countries, which takes place at Folkestone
on Saturday. 18th June.
As all the other Associations were being represented at the
Official Reception, it was decided that our Branch would have
a Standard Bearer, with Mr. J. Waters and Mr. P. Cook as
as escort.
The Legionaires depart on Sunday, 19th June, 1949, and
have expressed the wish that a representative member of each
Association should return with them to Belgium. It was
unanimously agreed that Mr. Elvy should be our representative.
He returns on the following day, the 20th.
Among the serving members present at the meeting was
C.S.M. C. Whitlock.
C.SiM. C. Benn was deputed by the R.S.M. to give any
assistance possible in matters arising between the 1st Bn. and
the Branch. His duties he carried out faithfully and only
relinquishes them on his going to Ceylon. We wish him a
pleasant voyage and the very best of luck.
C.S.M. Whitlock, who succeeds C.S.M. Benn, promises to
do everything in his power to meet our every want and we
know he will.
We very sincerely thank Lt.Col. C. A. Brounlie, O.C., 4th
Bn., for the kind invitation to members of the Branch to
" Visitors' Day," on Saturday, 28th May, 1949, and much regret
that members, who signified their intention to be present, did
not do so, with one exception, our Secretary, who had a most
enjoyable time.
A resolution that our Branch send a message to the
Officer Commanding, 1st Bn., congratulating the Boxing Team
on its outstanding success in winning the Army Boxing
Championship, was passed with acclamation.
On this glad note the meeting terminated.
" Cushy."
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THE

11th Annual Reunion
WILL

TAKE PLACE

ON

Sunday, July 24th, 1949
AT

The Barracks, Maidstone
Church Parade





Laying of Wreaths on Cenotaph

11.30 a.m.


12,5 p.m.

Service of Remembrance at All Saints Church
Maidstone


12.30 p.m.
The

Regimental Band will be

present

(By kind permission of Lt.-Col. A. MARTYN and Officers
1st Batt. The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment)

BUFFET

LUNCH

-

LUNCH 3'Applications,

together

with

remittance,

-

1.30 n.m.

TEA from 3.30
should

be forwarded to the Treasurer, The Barracks.

Maidstone, not later than Monday, 11th July, 1948

The Band will play during the Afternoon
Side Shows will be held on the Sports Ground
Ladies

are

invited

to

attend,

but

owing to limited accommodation this invitation must be

limited to the wives and widows of those who have served in the Regiment.

The

Hon. Secretary,
The Queen's Own Past & Present Association,
Regimental Headquarters,
The Barracks, IVIaidstone

PAST <& PRESENT
ASSOCIATION

THE
QUEEN'S OWN

J U L Y 1911

FOUNDED—
PATRON:

HER ROYAL HIGHNESS, PRINCESS MARINA, DUCHESS OF KENT, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
ColonellnChief The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
PRESIDENT:
MAJORGENERAL W. P. OLIVER, C.B., O.B.E.
Colonel of the Regiment.
CHAIRMAN:
COLONEL W. V. PALMER.
HON. SECRETARY & TREASURER:
LT.COL. A. A. EASON
Regimental Headquarters, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone.
COMMITTEE:
Branch Representatives:
Tonbridge—Mr. Pollard. 20. Windmill Street. Tunbrldge
Bromley—Mr. S. G. Lewis, 98, College Road, Bromley, Kent.
Wells, Kent.
Chatham—Mr. J. E. Wright, Royson, 43, Blaker Avenue,
Battalion Representatives, Including Affiliated Battalions
Rochester.
Dartford—

6th Battalion—Mr. C. Sayers, 59, Grasmere Gardens, Orping
ton, Kent.

Deptford and District Branch—Mr. J. W. Reed, 55, Berthon
Street, Deptford, London, S.E.8.

7th Battalion—Mr. C. T. Pratt, 45. King Street, Maidstone,
Kent.

Gravesend—Mr. W. T. Nichols, 61, King's Drive, Gravesend,
Kent.
LondonMr. W. A. Cole, 29, Moray Road. Finsbury Park,
London, N.4.
Maidstone— Mr. H. Carman, "Quetta", BoughtonMonchelsea,
Kent.
Shorncliffe Mr. E. W. N. Elvy, 235, Cheriton High Street,
Cherlton, Folkestone.

8th Battalion—Mr. A. E. Scrase, 23, Morton Gardens, Walllng
ton, Surrey.
10th BattalionMr. Stanford, 10, Bramble Close, Maidstone,
Kent'
11th Battalion—Mr. L. W. Dawson, 6, Eramley Way, West
Wickham, Kent.
20th London Regt., O.C.A.—Mr. J. Mlngay, Forest Crest,
Nutley, Sussex.

Additional Member:
Mr. M. R. Audsley, 54. Spur Road, Orpington, Kent.
Home Guard Battalions Affiliated:
26th County of London Battalion Home Guard, Old Com Sevenoaks Home Guard, Old Comrades' Association, The
Red House, Sevenoaks, Kent.
rades' Association, 19, Conberra Rd., Bexley Heath, Kent.
Penshurst & District Home Guard, Old Comrades' Associa
"C" Company, 14th Battalion Kent Home Guard, Old Com
tion, Bassetts, Chiddlngstone Causeway, Nr. Tonbridge.
rades' Association, 22, St. Werburgh Crescent, Hoo,
Nr. Rochester, Kent.
Collier Street Home Guard, Old Comyadee' Association,
Collier Street, Nr. Marden, Kent.
22nd London Battalion Home Guard, Old Comrades' Asso
ciation, Building A 85, Royal Arsenal, Woolwich,
Rochester Branch Home Guard, Old Comrades' Association,
London, S.E. 18.
85, St. Margaret's Street. Rochester, Kent.

Membership is open to all who are serving or who have served in The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, Subscriptions
are: Life Membership: Officers £2/10/0; Other Ranks 10/.; or an Annual Subscription of: Officers 5/; Other Ranks 1/.
The object of this Association is to foster esprit de corps, to help members keep in touch with one anosher, and to assist
those in distress. The Assooiation is affiliated to the British Legion.
Past and Present Association Badges are available at a oost of 2/ to Life Members.
All communication should be addressed to the Hon. Secretary, Past and Present Association, The Queen'e Own Royal West
Kent Regiment, The Barraoks, Maidstone, Kent.
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The Royal Marines
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The Royal Scots
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Duke of Cornwall's Light
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The Duke of Wellington's Regiment
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The Royal Sussex Regiment
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The South Staffordshire Regiment
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The Sherwood Foresters
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Regiment
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service to
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Join the British Legion
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The King's Own Yorkshire Light
Infantry
The King's Shropshire Light Infantry
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A Printing Service
for the Army
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Invitation Cards
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Regimental History
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REGIMENT. (50)

HOME COUNTIES AREA.
"Quo Feu et Gloria Ducunt."
BATTLE HONOURS BORNE ON THE REGIMENTAL COLOUR :
The Sphinx, superscribed "Egypt."
"Vimlera," "Oorunna," "Almaraz," "Vlttoria," "Pyrenees." "Nlve." "Orthes," "Peninsula,"
"Punnlar,"
"Moodkee."
"Ferozeshah," "Aliwal," "Sobraon," "Alma," "Inkerman," "Sevastopol," "Lucknow," "New Zealand," "Egypt 1882/'
"Nile, 188485," "South Africa, 190002," Afghanistan, 1919."

"Mons," "Ypres,

1914,

'15,

BATTLE HONOURS BORNE ON THE KING'S COLOUR :
'17, '18,'' "Hill 60," "Somme, 1916, *18," "Vimy, 1917," "Italy, 1917, '18," "Gallipoll, 1915,"
" Gaza," " Defence of Kut Al Almara," "Sharqat."

THE GREAT WAR BATTLE HONOUBS—18 BATTALIONS :
"Mons," "Le Cateau," "Retreat from Mons," "Marne. 1914," "Aisne, 1914," "La Bassee, 1914," Messines, 1914, '17,"
"Ypres, 1914, '15 '17, 18," "Hill 60," "Gravenatavel." "St. Julien,"
"Frezenberg,"
"Loos,"
"Somme,
1916,
'18,"
"Albert, 1916, '18," "Bazentin," "Delville Wood," "Pozleres," "Guillemont,"
"FlersCourcelette,"
"Morval,"
"Thlepval,"
"Le Transloy," "Ancre Heights," "Ancre, 1916, '18," Arras,"1917,
'18,"
"Vimy,
1917,"
"Scarpe,
1917,"
"Oppy,"
"Pilckem," "Langemarck, 1917," "Menin Road," "Polygon Wood," "Broodseinde," "Passchendaele," "Cambral, 1917, *18"
"St. Quentin," "Rosieres," "Avre," Vlllers Bretonneux," "Lys," "Hazebrouck," "Kemmel," "Amiens," "Bapaume, 1918,"
"Hindenburg
Line," "Epehy," "Canal
du Nord," "St.
Quentin
Canal,"
"Courtral,"
"Selle,"
"Sambre."
"France and Flanders, 191418," "Italy, 1917, '18." "Suvla," "Landing at Suvla," "Scimitar Hill," "Gallipoll, 1915,"
" Rumani," " Egypt,
191516,"
" Gaza,"
" El Mughar," "Jerusalem," "Jericho." "Tell 'Asur," "Palestine, 1917, '18"
"Defence of Kut Al Amara," "Sharqat," "Mesopotamia, 191518."

QE6itorial
This month we are privileged to publish a short history
of the Canterbury Regiment, our Allied Regiment in New
Zealand, covering operations in World War II.
We are indebted to Colonel Talbot for all the trouble
he has taken, and also MajorGeneral Kippenberger, the
Colonel of the Canterbury Regiment, who has written the
history of the Canterbury Regiment himself.
Unfortunately space will not permit us to publish the
MS as a whole; it will be concluded in next month's issue.
Brigadier R. A. Riddell, C.B.E., will be answering for
the Colonel of the Regiment during his absence on duty in
Canada. The Colonel of the Regiment expects to return
to this country early in September.
We again have to thank the Maidstone Branch for all
their hard work in running the side shows so efficiently
during the Reunion.
REGIMENTAL MUSEUM
We acknowledge, with thanks, the receipt of a German
Light Machine Gun, presented by Colonel C. F. Hitchins,
D.s.o. This machine gun was captured in France during
the 191418 War, by The Loyal North Lancashire Regiment,
while Colonel Hitchins was commanding them.
*

*

*

#

*

We are once again indebted to Mrs. Newall for the
gift of a number of interesting photographs and Chinese
coins for the Regimental Museum.

FOUND
A General Service Medal, 19141919 belonging to No.
5031, Pte. G. N. Williams, lt is understood that this medal
was picked up in Chatham after a British Legion parade.
It may be of interest to those about to leave the
Colours to know that the National Association for Employ
ment of exRegular Sailors, Soldiers and Airmen, have
found employment for 42 exmembers of this Regiment so
far during 1949.
Thirtysix of the above were found regular employment
and one casual work. 5 cases were unspecified regular or
casual.
The Editor acknowledges, with thanks, receipt of the
following journals; —
Dragon
Globe & Laurel
Tank
Snapper
St. George's Gazette
Borders Chronicle
R.A.O.C. Journal
Firm
Sapper
R.A.S.C. Journal
Eagle
A.C.C. Journal
Wire
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OPEN LETTER BY THE COLONEL
OF THE REGIMENT
" The War Office has stated that when not on parade with
troops, officers may wear swords on certain occasions in the
performance of their duty.
" It has, however, been pointed out that there can be no
charge against the public.
" I know that everyone will agree how necessary it is to
take advantage of the War Office decision and I am anxious
to take advantage of it.
" Unfortunately most officers do not have swords, nor
should they be put to any expense In acquiring them. I write,
therefore, to ask whether retired officers would be prepared to
give, or lend, to the Regiment, all or any of the following: —
" (a) Sword and leather scabbard.
" (b) Silver plated sword scabbard.
" (c) Gold sword sling.
" (d) Leather and gold sword knots.
" Such items should be sent either to Regimental Head
quarters at Maidstone, or direct to the Officer Commanding,
1st Battalion, " The Queen's Own," Moore Barracks, Shorncliffe,
Kent."



Social and Personal
Recent visitors to the Regimental Depot included Bert
Akers, who was erstwhile instructor at Maidstone, and is now
a dealer in other sorts of game at Westleton, Suffolk.
Incidentally, Bert supplied the turkey at Xmas for the
Sgts'. dinner.
Maj. J. Winstanley, M.C., who is studying to become a
surgeon; we all wish him the best of luck in his final
exams.,
which he expects to take shortly.
ExSgt. Freeman, who held the Regimental number L. 8487.
He served approx. 12 years and was discharged in 1920.
Capt. W. G. Palmer. M.B.E., who is home on leave from
India, where he is Staff Capt., 52 Brigade, Quetta. He is
exIndian Army and is serving on the British Service Special
List. His connection with the Regiment dates back to 1919
to 1929, during which time he served with the 1st, 2nd and
3rd Battalions.
*

*

*

*

*

The District Catering Adviser (Maj. Elliott) has informed
us that S/Sgt. "Tubby" Adams (late Master Cook, 1 /R.W.K.)
is now a Clerk in the R.A.S.C. office at Shorncliffe.
*

*

*

*

*

Maj. D. G. Perkins, writing from Toronto says : " I should
like to say how much I enjoy the ' Gazette' these days,
particularly the new ' Personal Column,' giving me news of
many old friends."


*

*

*



M. M. Braham, Esq., writing from Sydney, N.S.W., writes :
" I have now taken up permanent residence in Australia . . .
I would always be glad to hear from any exmember of the
5th Battalion who might come this way, or for that matter,
any member of the Regiment who is contemplating coming
out here."
*

*

*

*

*

Maj. Mines has received a letter from Maj. A. J. M. Flint,
M.B.E., who says he is sailing for America in about ten days'
time.



WALLACE COLLECTION
ATTENDANT WARDERS (SECOND CLASS)
The work consists of patrolling and watching in shifts of
eight hours, night duty about one month in three; a forty
eight hour week, Sundays included, but days are given in lieu.
The starting pay is
£5 0 0 p.w.
Rising by yearly increments of 3/ to .. £5 8 0 p.w.
Establishment after two years' service, if satisfactory.
Pay of supervisory grade
Rising by £10 p.a. to

£280 p.a.
£320 p.a.

The leave allowed is 12 days per year for the first
two
years and 14 days after two years' service.
In addition, 10 other days are allowed for Easter, Whitsun,
King's Birthday, etc., throughout the year.
The first
six months are probationary.
July, 1949.

Honours and Awards
MEDALS AND DECORATIONS
Lt. A. J. Waters
(Territorial).

(105482). awarded the Efficiency Medal

—

4

Promotions and Appointments
EXTRACTS FROM THE LONDON GAZETTE
REGULAR ARMY
SHORT SERVICE COMMISSIONS
Capt. P. J. R. GrantSturgis (333179) resigns his commn..
22nd July, 1949.
Lt. Barry Ambrose Davis (354055), from Emerg. Commn.. to
be Lt., 15th June, 1949, with seniority 1st January, 1946.
Lt. Berkley George Wilcox (375977), from Ind. Army Emerg.
Commn., to be Lt., 21st October, 1946, with senority 27th June,
1942. (Substituted for Gazette Sup., dated 7th June, 1949.)
REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS
Lt. (War Sub. Capt.) A. C. AlywardMarchant (182353),
from Emerg. Commn., to be Capt., 14th July, 1949, and is
granted the hon. rank of Maj.
Lt. (War Sub. Capt.) T. C. Coath (130151), from Emerg.
Commn., to be Capt., 1st January, 1949, and is granted the hon.
rank of Maj.
TERRITORIAL ARMY
2nd Lt. (Actg. Lt.) H. D. A. Pennells (368802) to be Lt., 20th
July, 1949, with seniority 7th October, 1948.
Capt. D. McCall (207774) to have seniority 28th July. 1944.
Lt. Robert McAvoy, M.C. (311919), from Emerg. Commn., to
Royal Artillery;, 13th December, 1948. with /seniority 12th
December, 1943.
T.A. RESERVE OF OFFICERS
Lt. A. D. Holyrod (7511) relinquishes his commn. 20tn
July, 1949.
Lt. A. P. L. Cogswell (7531) relinquishes his commn., 20th
July, 1949.
Capt. D. P. Hackforth (72417) resigns his commn.. 17th July,
1949, retaining the rank of Capt.

*

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & DEATHS
BIRTHS
DE SAULLES.—On July 4tli, 1949, at Lagos, Nigeria, West Africa,
to Lilian "Valerie" (nee Hayman), wife of Capt. B. R. N.
De Saulles, The Queen's Royal Regiment, twin brothers
Anthony Richard and Jeremy Charles) for David and
Timothy.
MAYNARD.—On July 24th, at St. George's Hospital, London, to
Joan (nee Ratzer), wife of Capt. L. Maynard, a son—
Jeremy Nigel.
PERKINS.—To Barbara (nee Toy), wife of Maj. D. G. Perkins),
a daughter, Susan Elizabeth, on January 18th, 1949, in
Toronto.
MARRIAGES
BAKER—DANN.—R.S.M. Robert Baker, R.A.M.C. (medical man
attached), to Miss Joan Dann, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Dann, 5, Springfield Avenue, Maidstone, on 30th July,
1949, at the Methodist Church, Week Street, Maidstone.
COLDSTREAM—WHITTY.—On July 12th, 1949, quietly in
London, George Phillips Coldstream to Sheila, widow ol
Lt.Col. J. H. H. Whitty, D.S.O., M.C.. The Royal West Kent
Regiment.

f
TO LET.—A single Warrant Officer's Bunk, recently vacated
by a " medical man attached." complete with all conveniences,
including laundry facilities with drying room.—Apply 133 (H.C.)
Field Ambulance. R.A.M.C., T.A., Crimea Block.
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ANNUAL REUNION

Veterans of the Boer War were on parade with their younger
successors of both World Wars at the 11th Annual Reunion of
The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, at Maidstone,
on Sunday, July 24th.
Nearly 600 past members of the Regiment stood to atten
tion in the spacious barrack square, while Maj.Gen. W. P.
Oliver, C.B., O.B.E., Colonel of the Regiment, inspected the
parade.
During his tour of inspection lie chatted with many of the
men, whose rows of medals betokened their years of stalwart
service to the Regiment.
He was accompanied by the Chairman of the Association.
Colonel W. V. Palmer. Maj. C. H. Keenlyside, Commanding
Depot, and R.S.M. Hayley.
Of those who mustered for the parade and inspection, the
oldest was undoubtedly Mr. M. R. Audsley. from Orpington,
who. at the age of 83, has attended every one of the eleven
reunions.
" Always on the staff," during his 30 years' service, Mr.
Audsley vows he " would not miss a reunion for the world."
His son, Mr. M. T. Audsley, also claims the distinction ol"
being " born in the Regiment."
The oldest man to take part in the actual parade was
Mr. G. E. Gould, 82, of 5, Reginald Road, Maidstone.
He is another who has attended each reunion, moud to
take his place in the ranks of the renowned 1st Battalion, in
which he served from 1884 until 1895, seeing service in Upper
Egypt, Sudan and other foreign stations.
" I have had some very line times and met a good many
old friends at these reunions," he told a reporter.
CHELSEA PENSIONERS
Making a vivid splash of colour on the parade ground and
resplendent in his distinguishing uniform of a Chelsea pensioner
was Mr. J. T. Robertson, aged 72, whose military carriage and
bearing signify his service with two famous Regiments, the Sea
forth Highlanders and the Royal West Kents.

AT THE REGIMENT'S CENOTAPH
The column moved briskly off the Square led by the Regi
mental Band, and assembled at the Cenotaph in Brenchley
Gardens, where the Mayor, Alderman Sir Garrard Tyrwhitt
Drake, and Corporation joined to pay tribute. At the strains
of the " Last Post," nine flags,
representing various branches,
were dipped in salute.
After a two minutes' silence, the " Reveille " was played by
a team of five buglers and Maj.Gen. Oliver stepped forward to
place a wreath on the Cenotaph.
A second wreath was laid there by the Mayor.
After this ceremony, the parade proceeded to All Saints'
Church, by way of Faith Street, Week Street, High Street and
Mill Street.
In this centuries' old church, where Regimental Colours
hang, as a constant reminder of past glories, the dedication ol'
the new Standard of Deptford and District Branch was made
by the Vicar, Canon C. B. Sampson.
CANON SAMPSON'S ADDRESS AT ALL SAINTS' CHURCH
A short address was given by Canon Sampson, who stressed
the need for positive ideals and ambitions.
" The height of our ideals and ambitions must be to give
something towards the wellbeing ol" the world family ol'
nations," he maintained.
He called for a steady faith among men and women of
today—" The faith which our  forefathers practised in this
church nearly 600 years ago."
On the return of the parade to the Barracks, Maj.Gen.
Oliver took the salute on the square. Afterwards, each Bat
talion was dismissed independently by the officer commanding.
Hundreds then made their way to the gymnasium for a buffet
lunch, and It was here that many memories of " the good old
days " were recalled and experiences exchanged among" the old
timers.
TELEGRAMS FROM THE QUEEN AND DUCHESS OF KENT
During lunch, Maj.Gen. Oliver read a number of telegrams
sent in honour of the occasion.
Of this number, one was received from the Queen, another
from the ColonelinChief of the Regiment, the Duchess of
Kent. Also one from the Brigadier Whitty from Southern
Rhodesia, and finally
one from the 1st Battalion.
At the same time, Maj.Gen. Oliver announced Bromley
Branch as the winner of the Standard Competition, with 83
marks.
Second and third in the contest were Lewisham and
Gravesend, with 81 and 75 points respectively.
After the meal, old comrades grouped together for a chat in
the leafy meadow, where marquees were erected for the visitors.
Almost continuous entertainment was provided throughout
the afternoon, with attraction for adults and children alike.
A brilliant display of gymnastics was given by a team from
the 1st Battalion and numerous novel sideshows drew large
crowds.
A Punch and Judy show proved irresistible to the children.
Finally the Band and Drums Beat Retreat.
THE REGIMENTAL MUSEUM
Of special interest to visitors was the Regimental Museum
with its intriguing collection of exhibits, gathered together
over a period of several hundred years, and including gorgeous
full dress uniforms, used in the 19th and early 20th centuries,
ancient weapons, and archives of the Regiment.

Mr. Audsley greeting Pensioner Ward
Two other Chelsea pensioners who travelled from London
especially for the occasion were Mr. J. J. Dale, aged 80, and Mr.
A. H. Ward, aged 74.
Heading the ranks of the 11th Battalion was one of the
Regiment's V.C.'s, Lt.Col. D. J. Dean, T.D. Colonel Dean
received this award in the first World War.
During the 19391945 war, he commanded a battalion ol'
the Buffs and later transferred to the Pioneer Corps.

The professional footballer's daughter wanted a doll. Her
mother said : " We can't afford it."
And daughter suggested : " Well, mummy, can't we sell
daddy again ? "
*

*

*

*

*

A traveller down in the hills saw an old mountaineer shav
ing himself with a straightedged razor. " Don't you cut your
self pretty often with this thing ? " asked the traveller.
" Naw," replied the mountaineer. " I've been ashavin' nigh
on to five years now and I hain't cut myself either time."
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" Kent Messenger," Maidstone.
Maj.Gen. Oliver greeting a veteran of the 191418 war.

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

Photo by
The " March Past " on return Lo Barracks.
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. LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
. A'i

Gillingham, Kent.
Dear Sir,
July 28th, 1949.
I feel that all those present at our Annual Reunion on
Saturday, July 24th, owe their thanks to the C.O. and other
ranks of the Depot for what they did to make the day the
success that it was. Our thanks are also due to the Band and
Drums of the 1st Battalion for their splendid programme of
music and their very smart DrumMajor.
Some of those present of the Victorian era were; Brig.
Gen. Rodney Styles (age 86), oldest officer of the Regt.; Coi.
Woulfe Flanagan; Lt.Col. A. Howe; Caot. Rogers; Mattie
Audsley (83), Regimental footballer; Mr. Gould, of Maidstone,
wearing the Egyptian Medal and Star for the 188485 Campaign;
G. Carter, of Eltham; Macintosh; Charlie Stringer, of Maid
stone; Alf Tapp, from Chatham; Marchall, of Gillingham (2nd
Volunteer Cov., South Africa); and C/Sgt. Robertson, a Chelsea
Pensioner. Others present were Joe Wright, of Chatham;
Anchors, from Chatham; and Moody, of Gillingham.
Most of those who served with the 2nd Battalion at
Enniskillen, 189395, retain very pleasant memories of their
stay there. I had a chat with Brig.Gen. Rodney Styles about
the time when we were stationed there. He remarked : " Dear
old Enniskillen," and also informed me that he took a draft
from there to India for the 1st Battalion.
The day passed all too quickly and the time came to say:
" I wish you all the best and hope to see you next year." I
have attended 11 Reunions and all being well, I hope to be at
the 12th. For auld lang syne. .

I am, your respectfully,
W. Williams (Victorian),
exNo. 2879.
United Kingdom Service Liaison Staff,
Office of the High Commissioner
for the United Kingdom,
Wellington, N.Z.
18th July, 1949.

UKSLS/421/3.
Dear Sir,
v
Those who served with the 1st Battalion during the last
few years of its tour in India may be interested to hear that
a short time ago, as I was walking to my office here, a seemingly
familiar figure stepped out from an hotel in front of me. The
figure turned towards me and identified itself as R. J. C. Kenny,
who had arrived in New Zealand only the previous day. Kenny
was commissioned into " The Queen's Own " in 1930 and, after
serving for a short time with the 2nd Battalion, came out to
India, where he remained with the 1st Battalion until he trans
ferred to the R.I.A.S.C. in 1937, when the Battalion was at
Karachi. In addition to qualifying at various S. and T. courses,
he held, amongst others, the following appointments while with
the R.I.A.S.C.:
1938 2nd i/c., 25 M.T. Coy., Bareilly.
1939 Offr. i/c., SUDPIV Deoot, Delhi Fort.
O.C.. No. 13 "Cattle Supply Section, Calcutta (with
the task of shipping goats to Indian Troops in
Malaya).
1940 O.C., No. 2 M.T. Training Centre, Deolali.
1942 Senior Instructor at R.I.A.S.C. School, Kakul.
1943 Raised and commanded No. 3 Indian Supply Coy.
(Air Despatch), R.I.A.S.C., and had operational
experience over Chin Hills and N.E. Burma.
194446 Commanded various R.I.A.S.C. Coys, (including
one in his old haunt of Bangalore).
1947 Civil Liaison Officer . during disturbances at
Rawalpindi.
Kenny retired from the Indian Army as a Major and came
out here with his wife and small son with a view to settling
in New Zealand, hut I gather that now that he has given it a
trials he proposes to return to England.
I met another officer who had served with the 1st Battalion
in Karachi just before I left Singapore in June, 1948. This
was Maj. J. L. Hillard, Brigade of Gurkhas, who did his year's
attachment with the 1st Battalion there. He was in the pro
cess of taking over one of the three G.S.O. II (Training)
appointments at General Headquarters, Far East Land Forces,
where I had been G.S.O. I (Training).
Readers may also be interested to learn that Mrs. P. N.
Anstruther (wife of Col. P. N. Anstruther, D.S.O., M.C.) is at
present paying a short visit to New Zealand. She is a New
Zealander herself and has come to inspect her farm in the
Waikato and to see something of her son who is serving in the
Royal New Zealand Navy.
Yours, etc.,
D. E. B. Talbot. Col.

The Editor,

The Day
It's many years ago since I last contributed to these
columns and I felt that after seeing so many of " the old
familiar faces " a little " reminiscing " might be of interest.
Well the annual Reunion on the 24th July was held, as
usual, in ideal weather—in fact, it seems this is one of the
days in the year when it is certain to be fine.
It may sound a little unorthodox, but I should like this
event to be called " The Annual Regimental Pilgrimage." Of
course, a pilgrimage is usually associated with some religious
festival, such as a visit to a shrine. Surely the Barracks at
Maidstone serves as a shrine; to most of us it is a visit of
" commemoration," rejuvenation and " jubilation."
It is a pity that the visit of the Vikings did not take
place eaiTier. What a great occasion it would have been to
see them arriving with their Banner depicting the Rampant
Horse (3rd Class Candidates, please ntoe).
In spite of the nassing years I am afraid my Grenadier
prowess still persists and I make no apology. There were many
famous Grenadiers present—some still in harness.
First and foremost as the oldest of them all was Mr.
Audsley, still looking fit and well. It is thought, however,
that in his days the Grenadiers were too modest.
After a long delay the great " Bob" Harvey turned up.
Know as " The Uncrowned King of Castle Comet " and the hero
of " Telegraph Tower," he loves to relate little anecdotes con
cerning his Channel Island days. Once scent a night hurling
" dead Marines" in the sea at Guernsey and on another
occasion reputed to have put his greatcoat around the funnel
of a Channel Island steamer to keep it warm.
Alf Waterman, known as " McCartney of the Grenadiers "
because of his ambition with the bat. He still looks the same
as he did 22 years ago, when he had a weakness for A.F.'s
H1181."
L/Cpl. Fenwick, another faipous Grenadier, known as
L/Cpl. " Buffbelt" because he used to wear his belt to bed to
keep it clean.
Eddie Dunmall, known as " Eddieboy," looks a shade older
due to his sojourn in warmer climes. Had a craving for hockey,
but had little enthusiasm for soccer because only "rough
blokes " played that game.
Even Len Remfrey turned up and confounded the critics.
Was known as " Onewave " because he is reputed to have spent
three weeks on one wave in the 19141918 war dodging sub
marines. Has a job in London but is not sure whether be is
called a "commissioner" or "commissionaire." Like " Eddieboy,"
is not a " soccer fan' for reasons best known to himself and
the writer.
C. J. M. Wickenden, " Colourmuskbloke" as he was known,
due to his devotion to Musketry whilst a " Quarterbloke." Had
a weakness for the preservation of hot meals for latecomers.
It is noticed that age does not in any way affect him.
R.S.M. Forbes, another Grenadier of renown, whose great
slogan was " Hollow your backs." If he had been able to
manage it, would have had all " round shouldered soldiers "
wearing a poker up their backs.
There was Sgt. Moss, known as " The Shepherd of the
Hills' for his escapades on Chobham Ridges. . Once lost his
rifle—it was found in his bunk in need of attention ? ?
Dickie Bird was there, but his escapades as a Grenadier did
not attract a lot of attention because he used to spend most
of his time trying to find his text books he had on loan from
the Regimental School, when studying for . his 1st Class
Certificate of Education.
The man behind the corner, " Asyouwere " Rich, was there,
but as he wears no hat his famous " Beatty slope " was missing.
" Sticks " Elvy by his presence reminded all Grenadiers of
the time when he and Ivanhoe were a serious menace to the
Musketry Averages of the Company. (It must be noted that
in spite of this setback the" Grenadiers did well.) It is
rumoured that when these two fired on the Range the flags
automatically walked into the hands of the Buttmarkers. .
George Elliott, or " George the Storeman," is still the same
as of old and nobody can estimate his age as he left India at
the time of the last Mogul Emperor, Aurungzebe. When
George first
arrived at the Depot the back field was a swamp
and occupied by Ancient Britons.
Of course, there may have been many Grenadiers present
I have not mentioned and I must apologise for " nomention."
There are some famous Grenadiers who never had a nickname
and they are truly famous because they had no outstanding
characteristic or mannerism to warrant appearing in these
columns. (If they did, it passed unnoticed at the time.)
Before closing this article, I should like to mention my old
friend Mr. Williams, who as one of the old brigade, still displays
great enthusiasm for the Regiment—surely an example to us
voung ones.
" Ivanhoe of the Grenadiers."
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Battalions :

The past month has been a
full and busy one for the Bat
talion, with plenty of training,
including two Officers' Days, and
a large number of social and
sporting
events—more
t h a n
usual in fact owing to the suc
cess of the Regimental Weekend.
was
unfortunate that the
weekend, the first of its kind.
was marred by the London Dock
Strike and the fact that we had
t0 send a lai'Sc working party
to the Docks at very short
notice. It was necessary at the
lasC minute to cancel the Bat
talion Rifle Meeting, which was
scheduled to take place on Sat
urday, 9th July. However, ail
t'ie otller events and entertain
ments were extremely
well

The programme of events
arranged for the entertainment
^
and benefit of all ranks during
llle Regimental Weekend will be
A)
yt"
found elsewhere in this issue.
was extremely gratifying
to
s
:
—
e
e t h e Garrison Church packed
5c
f
L "° ———
with Royal West Kents for the
service at 10.30 a.m. on Sunday.
After the service, members of the Battalion and their guests
were entertained by the Corps of Drums, which gave a
twentyminute programme on Moore Square.
During the afternoon, a large party was taken on a con
ducted tour of Canterbury Cathedral and this event proved
so popular that it is hoped to repeat it next month. One of
the highlights in the weekend was the Officers' v. W.O.s' and
Sgts'. cricket match. Most people were surprised that the
Officers lost and it is apparent that there is considerable
hidden talent among the W.O.s and Sgts. During the week
end, a large number of swimmers spent their afternoons sun
bathing and swimming in warm sunshine from Sandgate
beaches. On Saturday evening, there was a most successful
All Ranks' dance.
On receipt of the order stating that a working party was
required from the Royal West Kent Regiment to assist in the
loading and unloading of the strikebound ships in the London
Docks, a detachment of 12 Officers and 250 Other Ranks from
" D," " E " and " 2 " Coys., under the command of Cant. D. E.
Monkton, M.C., left Shorncliffe on the morning of Friday,
July 8th, and arrived at Woolwich that evening.
The wholehearted cooperation and assistance of No. 2
M.T. Coy., R.A.S.C., at Connaught Barracks, where the con
tingent was accommodated, enabled everyone to settle in
quickly. As only a small party of two Officers and fiftv Other
Ranks were required for work during the following morning,
the contingent was able to proceed on 36hour leave over the
weekend, returning for work on Monday, July 11th.
The arrival of Lt.Col. Tarver. D.S.O., on the Sunday, to
take over command, allowed Capt. Monkton and four other
Officers, to return to Shorncliffe on the 11th, together with
70 men of " E " Coy., who were then able to resume training.
As there was no work at the docks on the Monday morn
ing, some hundred men were able to evade the heat wave in
a nearby swimming baths, but in the afternoon, the detach
ment were given their first opportunity to take part in actual
strike duties and showed their mettle when 156 men loaded the
S.S. Benalbanach with a cargo for Hong Kong, and a smaller
'earn of seven assisted in the unloading of the S.S. Beaverdell.
The contingent arrived back at barracks at—6.30 p.m.,
having shown that although perhaps inexperienced in their
work, they lacked neither keenness nor energy. On Tuesday.
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12th July, after the declaration of a state of emergency, work
commenced again on the S.S. Benalbanach. the contingent
leaving barracks in transport provided by the R.A.S.C., at
7.30 a.m., and returning at 6 p.m. During the morning, the
Commanding Officer and Adjutant came up from Shorncliffe to
inspect the contingent.
Lt.Col. Tarver has now taken over command of the whole
Eastern Command Docks Contingent, the Battalion detach
ment now being under the command of Capt. J. E. Dent.
The Home Counties InterUnit Athletic Meeting was held
at Risborough Stadium on 15th16th July, the Battalion team
exceeded all expectations by gaining first
place, and thereby
winning the Home Counties District Athletic Trophy.
A
separate cup, for the Medley Relay, was also won by the
Battalion, following the disqualification of No. 10 Training
Regiment, Royal Engineers, who were leading by a short head
at the tape.
The meeting was an eliminator for the Army InterUnit
Championship, and we, therefore, go forward to the next
Round—Eastern Command—which will be held at Risborough
Stadium, Shorncliffe, on July 20t.h. All members of the team
gave a firstclass
display of teamwork and determination and
everyone, including those " Second Strings," who performed
in comparative obscurity on the day before the finals,
are
equally deserving in praise for our success.
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Photo by
" The Times."
Troops at work at the London Docks.
A tank being
hoisted on board the cargo ship Benalbanach at the
Royal Victoria Docks, when men of the Roval West Kent
Regiment loaded military supplies for the Ear East.
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Notable among many fine
performances was that of Pte.
Arnold, who not only won the three miles in 15 mins. 5 sees.
—a very good time for the track—but on being called upon to
run in the mile, ran very pluckily and well to gain fourth
place out of a field
of twenty starters. Lt. Clarke, who after
a great fight
was narrowly beaten into second place and Sgt.
Clemens, who was close behind Arnold, gave us first
place in
team placings. The 4 x 880 was the epic race of the afternoon,
when our team, composed of Lt. Clarke. Lt. Jones, Lt. White
and Pte. Pearl ran magnificently against stiff opposition, and
in the last leg, Lt. Clarke ran a very well judged race, pro
ducing a great finish
to win the event.
It is impossible to mention everyone separately, Lts. Jones.
White and Clarke all ran splendidly in several events, as did
Ptes. Pearl and Milroy, with Cpl. Lawson in both sprint relays.
D/M. Watts performed with his usual ability in the hammer
and shot, ably supported by Cpl. King and Sgt. White. Pte.
Phipps did very well, gaining first
place in the discus and
second place in the javelin, as well as running a great 440
in the medley relay. Sgt. Clemens, who has been having a lot
of trouble with his knee, ran exceptionally well in both the
mile and three miles. As already stated, it was due to excep
tional team work that we won, and all members of the team
are to be congratulated on their splendid performance. Our
roadwalking team also won the seven miles road walk in
great style. An account of this event will be found elsewhere
in this issue, together with details of the Athletic team.
During the period of 11th June and 6th July, the Battalion
has played the following cricket matches :
1 R.W.K. 25, Chinghoppers (on tour) 78—lost.
1 R.W.K. 80, Sutton Valence School 88—lost.
1 R.W.K. 95, 30 Army Tps„ R.E. 95—tie.
Once again it will be seen that the main weakness of the
Battalion XI continues to be in batting, which is particularly
disappointing in view of the strength of the bowling and
fielding.
The match against 30 Army Tps., R.E., was particu
larly exciting and ended in a tie five minutes before time. The
Battalion did well to dismiss their opponents for 95, but then
made a poor start, and at the fall of the fifth
wicket only 41
runs had been made. Maj. Thomas, however, then went in
and successfully stonewalled for a period of llr hours, and
was mainly responsible for raising the score to 88 when the
ninth wicket fell. Joined by Cpl. Brown, the score was raised

Photo by

to 91, when he despairingly took a blind swipe and collected a
lucky four over square leg's head to make the score equal.
With victory in our grasp, he then made his first
real error
and was caught and bowled trying to turn a ball to leg for the
winning single.
With the lack of rain, the wicket at Shorncliffe continues
to present players with a serious problem, and the total bann
of any form of watering makes playing conditions far from
pleasant.
The first round matches of the InterCoy. Cricket Tourna
ment are now taking place and it is hoped to complete this
competition by the middle of August.
THE BATTALION ATHLETIC TEAM
4 x 110 yds.:
Sgt. White, Cpl. Lawson, Pte. Milroy. 2/Lt. Fletcher.
4 x 880 yds.:
Lt. Jones, Lt. White, Lt. Clarke, Pte. Pearl.
Medley Relay :
Lt. Jones, Pte. Phipps, Pte. Joynes. Pte. Milroy.
4 x 220 yds.:
Cpl. Lawson. Pte. Joynes. Pte. Milroy. 2/Lt. Fletcher.
One Mile :
Lt. Clarke, Sgt. Clemens. Pte. Arnold.
120 yds. Hurdles :
2/Lt. Lovell. Pte. Stenning.
4 x 440 yds.:
Lt. White, Pte. Pearl, Pte. Trower, Pte. Ryan.
Three Miles :
Sgt. Clemens. Pte. Arnold. Pte. West.
Hammer :
D/M. Watts, Cpl. King.
Shot :
D/'M. Watts, Sgt. White.
Discus :
Sgt. White.. Pte. Phipps.
Javelin :
Sgt. Taylor, Pte. Phipps.
Pole Vault :
Q.M.S.I. Minto. A.P.T.C.. Pie. Miles.
Long Jump :
Pte. Joynes, Pte. Crookhain.
High Jump :
Capt. Iliffe, 2/Lt. Dobson.

The Battalion Athletic Team

Lambert Western. Folkestone.
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We congratulate Maj. E. C. T. Wilson, V.C., on being selected
for an appointment with the Colonial Service. We are very
sorry to say goodbye to Eric, who sails for Africa in a few
weeks, and wish him and his family " bon voyage " and the
best of luck.
*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

Heartiest congratulations to L/Cpl. and Mrs. Stevenson
and Fu.s. Hopkins. " C " Coy. runner, on their recent marriages.

*

*

* flr

*

Congratulations to Sgt. and Mrs. Simpson on the birth of
a son—George Lawrence.
*

*

*

*

*

We congratulate Fus. and Mrs. Davies on the birth of a
son—Richard Thomas William.
*

*

*

*

*

Congratulations to L/Cpl. and Mrs. Lockyer on the birth
of a daughter—Lilian Jennifer.

O

«

*

*

*

We congratulate Sgt. and Mrs. Collingwood on the birth ol
a second son.
2nd Lt. Norton is at present attending a
Course.

Civil Defence

2nd Lts. Burgess and Ousey have carried out an attach
ment on the Royal Air Force College, Cranwell, for a period
of one week.

OFFICERS' MESS NOTES
Mrs. Grove, mother of Maj. M. R. L. Grove, M.C., has very
kindly presented to the Officers' Mess a revolving bookcase,
together with a set of the " Encyclopaedia Britannica," a set
of bound volumes of " Punch " and various books of military
interest.
Exmembers of the Second Battalion will remember
" Mike" Grove, who served with the Second Battalion from
1936 to 1939.
*
*
*
$
m
Maj. and Mrs. Fyler were host and hostess at a most suc
cessful Officers' Dance, which was held in Moore Mess on
June 17th. Thanks are due to the Mess Committee, whose
excellent arrangements contributed largely towards making
the evening a most enjoyable one for the hundred or so Officers
and ladies who attended
*

*

*

*

month. The main event of the period was the Bn. Sports
Meeting, in which the Coy. team put up a good performance
to finally finish fifth.
Two member of the Coy. were chosen
for the Bn. team that took part in the District Sports Meeting.
Cpl. King achieved third place in the throwing the hammer
event, and Pte. Crane finished
fourteenth in the sevenmile
road walk.

*

The following Officers have arrived in the Battalion during
the past month. We extend to them all a most hearty welcome
and hope that their stay with us will be a long and happy one.
Maj. J. L. Chapman, from 1 Royal Sussex; Maj. J. R. Armstrong
MacDonnell. M.C., from East Africa; Lt. P. F. Wilson, from
Singapore; and Lt. J. M. Hedgeley, from 1 Middlesex.
*
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The garden of Moore Officers' Mess, which was badly neg
lected during the war years, has now, thanks to the care and
attention of the .gardeners, regained much of its prewar
beauty.

" A " Training Company

General
We have regretfully said goodbye to Maj. E. C. T. Wilson.
V.C.. who has left us and the Army to take up a Colonial
Service appointment in East Africa. We wish him the very
best of luck in his new profession; his going is a sad loss
to the Coy.
We welcome, as our new Coy. Comdr., Maj. J. Armstrong
MacDonnell, M.C. (The East Surrey Regt.), who arrived home
recently from H.Q., East Africa Command. We hope his stay
with us will be a long and happy one.
The Coy. has been quite" active of late. In addition to
our normal training of recruits we have been busy selecting
our teams for Athletics and Swimming, and the N.C.O.s, under
C.S.M. Swanson. have been busy practising for the Bn. Rifle
Meeting.
Training
The training has' been progressing well and we are now
thinking of the PassingOut Parade of the Dresent Intake.
The Parade is being held on 27th July, 1949, and the G.O.C.,
H.C.D. (Maj.Gen. P. G. GregsonEllis, C.B.E., C.B.), will be
present. The Coy. has spent two days out on Field Training,
including the one day when messtin cooking of the midday
lunch took place. We were given to understand by one Pin.
Comdr. that his potatoes were a little hard !
Sport
In the field
of sport the Coy. has had a rather quiet

The Coy. cricket team suffered a heavy defeat at the hands
of the District team: they scored 135 runs while we could only
manage 26.

"B" Training: Company
Our senior four platoons held their PassingOut Parade on
29th June. They are all to be commended on their excellent
work and standard reached during their 10 weeks' training.
Their hearing and drill on the PassingOut Parade was of a
very high order, and sets a good example for our present
platoons to strive to attain.
The Coy. average on the points gained in the PassingOut
Competition was 121.9. so we just failed to beat the very high
average at present leading the field,
of 123.8, set by " C " Coy.
I gather that the General Knowledge questions on E.R.P. were
largely responsible for our failure.
The best shot of the PassingOut Platoons was Fus. Hare,
with the very good total of 157 pts., followed by Pte. Alee a
close runnerup.
Sgt. Bradshaw's Platoon. B 2, won the InterPlatoon Com
petition, which was a great achievement in face of such very
keen rivalry as existed, and represented a lot of hard work
over the preceding 10 weeks by Sgt. Bradshaw, his Platoon
N.C.O.s, and of course, the men themselves.
Quite a number of the trainees' relatives came down to
watch the Parade, and apparently were very impressed by the
Coy.'s ability and precision during the parade.
Tea was
arranged for all men and their relations in Moore N.A.A.F.I.
and finished
off a very successful day.
Our new platoons are finding
their feet, and have got over
the initial aches and pains suffered by all during their first
week in the Army. Platoon notes appear below, so I will let
them speak for themselves. We look to these new platoons to
beat " C " Coy.'s average previously referred to. It will mean
a great endeavour on their part, but with good teamwork
and spirit they are capable of setting up a new record.
B 5 Platoon
B 5 Platoon is settling down well after a fortnight in the
Army. It distinguished itself by being the best Platoon of
the week in its first week of training and by winning the room
inspection shield.
Pte. Pearl, who is reputed to have run 880 yds. in 2 mins.
6 sees., was a member of the Bn. 4 x 880 yds. relay team, and
ran very well.
The Platoon N.C.O.s spend most of their time trying to
teach one member of the Platoon, who shall remain unnamed,
to put his belt and anklets on the right way up at least once
per week.
B 6 Platoon
After a week of desperate, slashing, driving, in a very
encouraging manner, our Cpl. McCluskey can now breathe a
sigh of relief (not, we hope, too deep a sigh), as he is now
joined by Sgt. Closier and Cpl. Murtagh. It is rumoured that
our Cpl. was heard to remark : " Thank God; that means no
more journeys to the M.I. room for throat tablets."
During the time of notes going to press, we welcome our
C.O.S., Cpl. Sherwood, to the Platoon, who will be relieved by
Cpl. Murtagh, who will still be able to bring the Platodn their
usual cup of tea and paper at reveille.
Gone, but not
forgotten.
The Platoon's superman, Fus. Crookbain, at present
excused boots, is doing his little bit for the Coy. in the
athletics. I hear he is doing well ! Keep it up ! Who knows,
the M.O. may say you can wear boots again. We had tough
luck on the Coy. room inspection; a good second. Perhaps
we shall have our Fire Orders up and that should do the trick
next time. We are sorry to lose our Platoon Comdr., Lt. Hanlon,
in a spot of hay fever. We hope to see him doing his stuff
in front very soon again.
An autocycle can be seen popping round " B " Coy.
Would M.T. personnel kindly steer clear, when the owner
(we believe the Platoon Sgt.) may need a little more room to
approach the maximum speed limit in Barracks. We hope to
render next month a fuller account of ourselves in other
directions such as sport, etc. What about it, B 6 Platoon V
S.A.C.
B 7 Platoon
On the 23rd of June, about thirty bewildered civilians
arrived at Moore Barracks and were issued with a lot of
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clothing and kit. As an introduction to Army life we were
instructed in the art of blancoing, which by now has become
second nature to us.
We have been introduced to our Platoon Comdr., Lt. Davis,
and our N.C.O.s, Sgt. Young, Cpl. Pace and L/Cpl. Perry.
"E " Coy., has claimed three of our numbers—Fus. Joynes
and Morris, and Pte. Gwinnell—to whom we wish every
success. It is unfortunate that two of the Fusiliers have had
to see the inside of a military hospital so early in their Army
career, namely, Fus. Miller and Ogilvie.
The P.T. instructors do their best to keep us out of
hospital by a series of very strenuous muscular exercises. Our
throat muscles are kept toned up by blood curdling yells,
which are issued during bayonet practice.
It is rumoured that the delay in issue of our soap coupons
brought about the unhappy confinement to Barracks of one
of our Platoon on account of a dirty neck on parade. Further
wailings have been raised because of the long time we muse
wait for our first
leave. Also the lack of Designations has
virtually confined to Barracks those among us who are Royal
West Kents.
Most of our spare time is spent in eating, and writing
letters. One person in particular is seen writing furiously to
some fair maiden until lights out, and he is writing an hour
before reveille and so we can only assume that he writes all
through the night.
A certain delay, in changing Barracks to Block 14 has
enabled us to recover from our TAB inoculations, before clean
ing the floors
of our new rooms. The results received at
present, of our shooting on the miniature range, are very
encouraging. Fus. Oatway scored five
bulls with five
shots,
getting a combined score of forty out of fortyfive for grouping
and application. These results help to justfy our firm
belief
that the cup and shooting medals are already ours.
B 8 Platoon
It was with awe and a slight tremor inside our stomachs
that we arrived at Shorncliffe to begin our term in the Army.
Now we have settled down things begin to look more normal
and we can see some light. The first
week we were nearly
pulled apart, people jabbing at us with needles, yanking at
our teeth, and prodding and photographing our bodies. Then
our N.C.O.s tried their hardest to bring us back to normal
again with plenty of " squarebashing."
Now we have got over all that and are discovering the
mysteries of the Bren and " aims " and other novelties. Some
day it will all come easily to us, until then we sign off.
" Hazel."

"C" Training: Company
This month we have good news regarding the activities of
" C " Training Coy. The " PassingOut " parade on the 22nd
June was witnessed by many parents and friends. From a
spectator's point of view, the drill and turnout was extremely
good. This was backed up by the fact that the Coy. average
was well above that of any other Coy. up to date and we are
now proud to be top Coy. with an average of 123.8 pts. All
four Platoons were fairly level, and the points of the winning
Platoon were slightly below the points of the leading Platoon
within the Battalion Competition. These results are mainly
due to the enthusiasm of the N.C.O.s within the Coy.
The new Intake is still in good voice and is straining to
surpass* the scores of its predecessors. We wish them luck.
There have been two sports meetings during the last
month—the Battalion meeting and the Home Counties District
meeting. Our Coy. team for the Battalion meeting trained
extremely hard during their spare time and their training
was well rewarded. We secured 2nd place, a close finish
to
" 2 " Coy. We congratulate Lt. C. S. Clarke on running so
well in the mile and Sgt. Clemens and Pte. West, who finished
1st and 3rd respectively in the three miles. Our sprinters,
Moynehan and Spencer, showed a clean pair of heels to their
opponents in the 440 yds. and 220 yds.
In the Home Counties District Sports the Coy. was well
represented. Lt. Clarke was 2nd in the mile and Sgt. Clemens
and Pte. West were 2nd and 5th respectively in the three
miles. Unfortunately our sprinters had been posted by the
time of the meeting.
It is with great regret that we end our notes by saying
goodbye to Maj. Gwilliam, who has left us to take up the
duties of Administrative Field Officer. Capt. Woodman is left
in the chair until Maj. Woodruffe, at present commanding
No. 2 Coy., arrives to take over.

"D" Training Company
As these notes are written, the four senior Platoons of
the Coy. are on duty in the London Dock area. Lt.Col. Tarver
and 2/Lts. Girling and Baker are with them. In our barracks
at Shorncliffe is our new Intake, and to them the older hands
extend a warm greeting. Helping them to their feet, we
have on loan from " C " Coy.. Cpls. Norman and Tilley and
L/Cpls. Rickard and Gibson.
We hear glad news that Capt. Upton will be returning tc
us in the near future. Lt. Winstanley has, unfortunately,
had to leave us to settle the pay problems of " 2 " Coy. Sgt.
Kent has been in hospital, but we are glad to hear that he
is well on the road to recovery and we expect to see him with
us again very soon. Cpl. Quinn now smiles at us from the
gloom of the M.T. Office below us. Cpl. Osmothetly has at
last begun his journey to the Sudan. There was a rilmour that
we were to lose Pte. Jerome, but he soon put a stop to that . . .
Pte. Arnold (3 Pin.) is heartily congratulated for his mag
nificent show on winning the District three miles. He was
followed by our old friend Sgt. Clemens. 2/Lts. Fletcher and
White also helped the Battalion to success in the District
meeting. Sgt. Watts represented the Battalion in. the road
walk.
On the cricket field
Pte. Parry (3 Pin.) and Pte.
Brookshaw (2 Pin.) have both helped considerably.
The training programme has allowed a considerable
amount of Range work, and we have memories of Cpl. Cox
(almost !) beating the field
and of Lt. Groom defeating all
comers (?) with pistol. We hope to be able to cope satis
factorily with the Battalion Rifle Meeting in August.
The Coy.'s Battle Board now shows :
Commander: Lt.Col. C. H. Tarver. D.S.O. (R.W.K.).
SecondinCommand : Capt. T. V. Upton (R.W.K.).
Pin. Comdr.:
Lt. J. W. J. Groom (R.W.K.).
Lt. R. M. A. Wade (Surreys).
2/Lt. J. S. Fletcher (R.W.K.).
2/Lt. J. F. Girling (Queen's).
Officers Attached :
2/Lt. G. A. White (R.A.O.C.).
2/Lt. J. R. Baker (Surreys).
C.S.M.: C.S.M. Whitlock.
C.Q.M.S.: C/Sgt. King.
Pin. Sgts.:
Sgt. Dowsing.
Sgt. Watts.
Sgt. Kent.
Sgt. Leach.

" E " Training Co.
This being our first
contribution as a Coy.. I think you
would be interested to know our formation and how we came
into being. We comprise the famous Cadet Platoon, under
the able guidance of 2/Lt. Dodson and the Continuation
Platoons under the expert attention of Skipper (Lt.) Ellwood,
who is at present handing over to Lt. P. F. Wilson, just
arrived from G.H.Q. F.A.R.E.L.F., whom we heartily welcome
to our midst and hope that his stay may be a long and happy
one. The Cadet Platoon you all know about already, being
comprised of those lads who will either make Officers or
N.C.O.s and whose standard is reckoned to be easily the best
in the whole Unit. The Continuation Platoons, of which we
have two at the present time, contain those lads who will
be going to increase the strength of the Buffs at Hong Kong
and are undergoing advanced and specialist training after
their normal basic training in A, B, C and D Coys. The Coy.
strength varies between 150 and 250 personnel at most times
and its perpetual fluctuations
ol' strength are a permanent
headache to both C.S.M. Selmes, our muchrespected and
revered Sgt.Major, and our Coy. Clerk, Pte. Deering. late of
B Coy. On June 1st, when we started up as a Coy., Capt.
D. Monckton, M.C., was our Coy. Comdr., but now he is busy
handing over to Capt. R. A. Burke, M.C., late of the Military
College of Science, to whom we extend a very hearty welcome
and hope that his stay may be long and happy. To Capt.
Monckton, who is going to be Adjutant of a T.A. Parachute
Bn. in the North Midlands, we send our very best wishes for
a long and successful career and seme promotion, which we
all consider he most certainly deserves. (Actually of course it
will be much easier to go fishing
in Scotland from Yorkshire
than from here. We often wonder whether his own little
" tiddler," who we understand is doing fine, will follow in her
father's footsteps, or should we say creel.) Seriously though,
we all send our very best wishes to Capt. and Mrs. Monckton
in their new home and will long grieve their calling from us.
We also wish all the best to Sgt. Parker and his wife and family
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in their new quarter, and to Col. and Mrs. Browning, the newly
weds in the Coy. who have just been allotted a quarter at
Lydd, which although such a long way away seems to suit
them very well. (Honeymoon bliss and'all that.)
On the whole the Coy. is settling down very well indeed
and the standard of training of both Cadets and Continuation
has been very good. Also we were able to participate in all
the Bn. sporting events, where for all our short time of exist
ence we were able to give a good account of ourselves and we
congratulate L/Cpl Wilson 96 and Ptes. Joynes and West 011
being chosen to play for the B11. team in the Eastern Command
InterUnit Championships.
M.J.D.

H.Q. Company
Since our last notes appeared there has been considerable
activity within the Coy. both in preparation for and participa
tion in various sporting events and we are able to report our
efforts in this issue. We had hoped to include some notes 011
the Battalion Rifle Meeting, which unfortunately has had to
be postponed until the 13th August.
During the month we had a visit from our former Pay
Officer, Lt. H. D. Groom, who, having completed his month's
" Basic " training at the R.A.P.C. Training Centre, Devizes, is
now well 011 the way to becoming an established member of
the Pay Corps.
C.Q.M.S. " Willie" Harden is still with us and is now
handing over his duties to his successor. C/Sgt. C. Thurston,
whom we hope will have a long and pleasant stay with us.
Pte. Swain has left us for civilian life and reports a very
profitable fortnight as a Steward at Wimbledon. His place
has been taken by Pte. Simpson, who recently joined us from
the Middlesex Regt. Another move is that of " Slasher"
Greene to the Coy. Office, who has been very pleased to hand
over his ration cards.
In the Battalion Athletic Meeting, held on the 14th and
15th June we fielded two teams from the Coy., X Group, com
prising the Band and Drums, and Y Group, the rest of the
Coy. Both teams acquitted themselves well, obtaining 4th
and 3rd places respectively. D/M. Watts and Sgt. White in
particular gave their teams invaluable support.
We offer our congratulations to the Bn. team on winning
the Home Counties District Athletic Championship, which
followed, enabling the Battalion to qualify for the Eastern
Command Championships.
The 9th and 10th July heralded the first of our Regimental
Weekends, when sports and other activities, organized 011 a
considerable scale took place. Owing to the postponement
of the Rifle Meeting other activities had to be substituted,
most of the Coy. enjoying the fine summer weather by the sea.
On Sunday, 10th July, there was considerable support for the
Officers' v. Sgts'. cricket match and two members of this Coy.—
R.S.M. Stephens and D/M. Watts—gave a very good account
of themselves, being largely responsible for the victory by their
team. The Coy. also took part in the Battalion Football
KnockOut Competition on Sunday afternoon, reaching the
semifinal before being beaten by 3 C.I.C., one goal to nil.
As we go to press we are able to report our efforts in the
InterCoy. Swimming Championships, which were held in the
Folkestone Swimming baths on the 12th July. We entered
two teams for the meeting, as we did for the Athletics, and
both teams are to be congratulated for their splendid efforts.
The final result of the meeting was in doubt right up to the
last race—the InterCoy. Relay deciding the winning team, a
position soundly deserved by " C " Coy. Y and X Groups
finished 3rd and 4th respectively. X Group in 4th place being
only six points behind the winners. Our congratulations to
L/Cpl. Dickson (Y) 011 winning both the 100 metres free style
and the 100 metres back stroke, and to L/Cpl. Currid 011
winning the 400 metres free style and taking second place in
the 200 metres free style.

M.T. Notes
Since the last notes appeared further changes have been
made in the M.T. strength. Departed now are Ptes. Valentine
(posting to Canterbury), Jarvis (112 Gp.) and Stamp (now a
Mess gardener).
New arrivals include Cpl. Quinn, whom we welcome as a
refugee from " D " Training Coy., Ptes. Friedlos, Foster, Gosnell
and Hadaway (the latter from the old 1st Bn.).
With the arrival of summer weather the 15cwt. Truck
Drivers are now enjoying their annual brief glory as they ride
in their open vehicles, while the winter envied TroopCarrying
Vehicle men swelter in " hothouse " cabs.
It is a long time since the Section boasted a full scale
training programme of Instruction, Practice and Theoretical,
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taut a concentrated, comprehensive course is, in fact, operating
from 11th July, 1949. General Instruction will be given by
L/Cpl. Hodge and this is his first assignment on return from
a Driver and Maintenance Instructor Course at the M.T. School,
Borden, Hants.
At the time of going to press his result is not known and
we hope and trust that a high standard has been attained.
Operation Rebuild will see the end of some of our oldest
and muchtravelled vehicles, and in particular we will be happy
if our older TroopCarrying Vehicle, which Driver Timms has
faithfully nursed in its old age, can be replaced. The week
ending Saturday, 9th July. 1949, has been certainly the busiest
this year and we have had some welcome transport activity
giving journeys to Basingstoke, Sheerness, Canterbury and
Maidstone.
Our chance to fill the road between Moore Square and
Hythe Ranges has been postponed until August 13th, when we
confidently expect to monopolize the route. We were, however,
given one chance of a bulk lift and all available transport
was called upon to lift the Dock Workers to the Station. This
was done with commendable efficiency and in good time.

No. 2 Company
Drafts continue to pass through this Coy. in a monotonous
stream to the respective Battalions overseas of those who are
dealt with by this training centre. Each fortnight approxi
mately 120 arrive at this Coy., having completed basic training.
For those drafts going to Battalions overseas, to continue
further training, it is quite a sight now to watch them move
off to the station. The Corps of Drums is in attendance and
Sgt.Major Chapman, ably leading the column, bolsters up
the spirits of the lads in this particularly hot weather and
they seem to forget the mass of kit that they have to carry
and " take it" with a smile.
The number of N.C.O.s that pass through here now is very
limited and consequently, there are quite a number of " Salt
Water Tapes " issued.
Apart from just a few, the majority seem to be very keen
indeed to serve overseas, and when quite recently a draft was
formed for Hong Kong, the number of volunteers was
fantastic.
Another old friend of a good many of us, R.S.M. Harcup
(Queen's). Is with us now, waiting draft and transfer to the
Buffs in Hong Kong. When asked if he minded changing his
regiment, he said that he would he very pleased to serve with
the Buffs.
The permanent cadre has been walking about just recently,
some almost on crutches, the majority having recently had to
pass basic efficiency tests, were nearly on their knees.
Quite a number of the old faces are now not to he seen,
the current age and service groups having taken their toll.
They all go away fervently promising to write and come and
see us, but it is only once in a while that we ever do hear from
them.
Now that the numbers in the Coy. are rather low, duties
are very heavy for certain members of the permanent cadre.
L/Cpl. McNaughton, from the office point of view, is now a
regular old stager and " bashes on" in good hopes that we
may have, in the near future, some more N.C.O.s to help
him out.
Everybody was looking forward to the Regimental Week
end and everything was buttoned up—even the weather was
favourable for it—but it was unfortunate, in more asoects than
one, that we had to supply a number of men, not only from
the Coy., but from the Battalion for the purpose of strike
duties in London. Certain events had, obviously, to be can
celled. taut on the whole, the events that were held, went off
very well indeed, the high lights, of course, being the cricket
match : Officers v. W.O.s and Sgts. It was a great surprise to
all that the Officers lost, but it is thought that from the
W.O.s and Sgts., a lot of hidden talent was discovered, the
R.S.M. being within this category. However, no animosity
was borne and a good time was had by all.
Quite a number of those who played football over this
weekend had not found their form and consequently, the day
following were complaining of various aches and pains.
At the recent InterCoy. Sports Meeting, it was with a
great amount of surprise that this Coy. managed to win by a
clear 9£ points. This is the first time since this unit was
formed that this Coy. has ever attained such a position.
" C" Coy., in these sports, contrived to gain second place;
although they had quite a fair proportion of talent, we were in
the better position.
Personnel worthy of mention from this Coy. are: The
Coy. Comdr. (Maj. W. T. Woodruffe), who putt the shot and
also threw the hammer; Pte. Phipps, who took part in quite
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a number of the field and track events, assisted by Pte. Ryan,
who has contrived to lose the " Travelling Coffin," which he
magnanimously had courage to call a car. Sgt. Butler virtually
walked away with the seven mile road walk, coming in some
where about threequarters of a mile in front of the next
best man. We wonder if this is the way he attained the nick
name of " Bogtrotter " !
All personnel who took part in the Coy.'s victory are to
be heartily congratulated for their efforts.
The " At Home" Command Sports Day was held on the
5th and 6th July, and needless to say, those who gave a good
performance at "the Coy. sports were called upon to compete.
It was with a very great degree of surprise that the Battalion
managed to pull it off. The whole sports was decided more
or less on the last three events : Three mile medley, shot and
discus, for which great credit went to the Battalion. With
the help of our Coy. representative (Pte. Phipps), who came
first in the discus, the table was turned in our favour from
the Intelligence Corps.
Now that the weather is very warm and sunny, the next
item on the sports agenda is that of the swimming and we
have our fingers crossed in the hopes that we, as a Coy., mav
be lucky enough to win. This will, however, be decided on
July 12th.
.
It is learned with much regret by all ranks oi the
permanent cadre that our Coy. Comdr. (Maj. W. T. Woodruffe)
will be leaving us in the near future in favour of taking over
a training Coy. Although he has only been with us a matter
of a few months, he has made a very great impression with
all in whom he comes into contact. It is definitely a case oi
" C " Coy.'s gain being our regrettable loss. It is not at the
moment definitely known who will be taking over command of
this Coy., but our best wishes go to whoever it may be.
Our 2nd i/c. (Capt. Macmillan) has recently been
appointed i/c. of swimming and is taking a very enthusiastic
approach, although the majority of his best men are now with
the strike party in London. Still, undaunted, he is pushing
on and relying upon those stalwarts who have volunteered.
Also, he has taken over Officer i/c., " Q.O.G." Correspondence
and we trust that he doesn't have too many headaches and
late copy. '
Lt. Hammant, our Pay Officer and Sports Representative
is handing his duties over to Lt. Winstanley, as he will, in
the near future, be proceeding to that elevated position :
" Civvy street."
Lt. Lovell is attached to us pending his departure, also in
the near future, to the same address.
Sgt. Connolly has taken over duties as Mess Caterer and
has big ideas that he will make a fortune on this. Sgt.
Burfield is now nearly Time Ex and will soon be on his way
rejoicing ?
Sgt. Brown has recently returned from a Guards' Drill
Course at Caterham and looks very fit, having assimilated a
good amount of the instruction that he received. He was, how
ever, very footsore, having covered a fantastic number of miles
on the parade ground there.
Cpl. Epps lias been elevated to the position of under
studying Sgt. Jamieson, who has had the nerve to apply for
some leave ! He states that he intends to stay in bed every
day of it.
Cpl. Scrivens, having recently returned from a Unit Fire
Course is now ably assisting the Bn. Fire N.C.O. in his duties
and is seen quite often wandering around with a number of
paint pots, brightening up the numerous fire points within
the unit. It has been rumoured that in order to put his
knowledge into practice, he rose early one morning and set
light to Moore Dining Hall. He, of course, strongly denies
this !
Although there is a serious water shortage, from all
accounts there seems to be no dearth of liquid refreshment in
the local hostelries, as in the light of our recent victories in
the field of sport, numerous people have managed to become
somewhat merry. (How they managed to do it on the present
day strength of the beer is a mystery.)
It is regretted that for the past two months there have
been no notes from this Coy., but we may assure all readers
that this state has now ceased to exist.
We close by wishing all readers " all the best."
" Nil Desperandum."
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Sergeants' Mess
Our visitors last month included the darts team and
friends of the " Railway Tavern," Sittingbourne, and the
annual party from " RF " Division Police. London. The former
also introduced us to Mrs. Stephens, so to her we say " Hello,"
with a hope that we shall see her on many more occasions.
This evening, once it had really started developed into a
thoroughly good party. Amid volleys of darts, barrages of
billiard balls, we could still hear distinctly those voices ol
Welsh and Irishmen (to be taken both ways) we know so
well. Mrs. Bidmead and Mrs. Horstead are still amazed at
one member's efforts at fortunetelling, but they must not
be discouraged—he does not claim that all events will
materialise ! To see these very nice people take their 'bus.
home was a disappointment, anyway, I think we all understand
now where Johnnie Grubb get his charm from. The sooner
we meet these folk again the better, for in their own way they
secured a very firm place in our hearts.
Those of us who were here last year and remember the
" RF " Division Police visit, will recall that everyone present
either rolled up with laughter or carried on drinking. Such
was the atmosphere this year. They brought along their
wealth of talent and proceeded to run their own variety show,
which with no overstatement, was firstclass ! Naturally with
a male cast such as this, the evening needed no prompting,
so from start to finish it was nothing but laugh after laugh.
We bade a very sorry goodbye with a threat from them that
they wanted to play us at cricket; Lord help us !
C.S.M. George Chapman at the monthly spoon shoot with
a score of 47 out of 60, became the proud possessor of the
spoon, which he assures me " is worth a guinea." Runnerup
was Sgt. Dowsing only one point behind. As a result of the
shooting competition the following team has been chosen to
represent the Sgts. v. the Officers: —
R.S.M. Stephens
C.S.M. Whitlock
C.S.M. Chapman
Sgt. Young
Sgt. Watts
C/Sgt, Harden
C.S.M. Kettle
Sgt. Dowsing
Speaking of shooting; do we remember the tall Sgt. who
scored 45 out of a hundred with a .22 last February ? The
only assurance I can give you is that he is much better with
a .303 !
A very pleasing thing to see was the number of Sgts. who
competed in the Battalion Athletic Meeting. With grim

145
determination they were to be seen flinging discuses, hurling
hammers, throwing javelins, sticking up noles, and smiling at
photographers, who, together with the other supporters in the
W.O.s' and Sgts'. enclosure, ably encouraged them with lusty
cheers. Their name and events are as follows : —
Sgt. Clemens, Sgt. Dowsing—3 miles.
D/M. Watts—Discus. Javelin, Hammer.
Sgt. Johnson—Discus, High Jump.
Q.M.S.I. Minto—Pole Vault.
Sgt. Watts, Sgt. Butler—Road Walk.
It is now almost a foregone conclusion that if " Drummy "
enters for any of those events against his name, he will come
away the winner. To all of those Sgts. we extend our gratitude
for keeping the Mess " on the map."
. Having completed 31 years' service C/Sgt. " Pop " Marden
leaves us in August for " civvy street." I know that my voice
will speak for everyone who has come into contact with him
when I say, " Good luck, ' Pop,' and the very best of health
for the future." He joined the Army at Maidstone on the
20th August, 1918, and since that date he has served con
tinuously in the Q.O.R.W.K. Regiment. His first 19 years of
Army life were termed " Home Service " and this, he informs
me, was quite a unique thing. In 1938 he proceeded to
Palestine on his first Foreign Tour, but March, 1939, saw him
embarking to Malta, where he remained for the rest of the war.
He eventually reached Shorncliffe on the 3rd May, 1948. and
since that date he has applied his very able mind to the
accounts of Headquarter Coy. Altogether " Bill" (his alter
native title) has served his Regiment faithfully and with
dignity, so finally concluding, we are verv sorrv having to say
goodbye to him.
Sgt. Taylor (R.A.E.C.). who has been attached to this
Battalion since May last, also departs Shorncliffe this month
for Tripolitania, where he is to join the Grenadier Guards.
Although his stay has only been comparatively short, he has
made himself a popular Mess member, and to him also we
offer our best wishes.
A ' welcome " we give to C/Sgt. Thurston, who has arrived
here to take over from C/Sgt. Harden. Already he has got
himself sunburnt, so perhaps it will teach him to keeD away
from the beach.
Several Mess members recently went to Hythe for a
Civilian Defence Lecture, together with our friends the
"Diggers from 'DownUnder.'" Believe me, by the time
we returned for lunch we had learnt everything about Infra
Red, UltraViolet and Gamma rays. Neutrons, Firestorms,
bombtonnage, medicine physiology, all about uranium and
Plutonium and everything else to do with atomic energy. We
decided that with this depth of knowledge behind us, we could
now face the next war with mental comfort, and a confidence
that we shall all be blown to pieces !
Two " defeated men ":
R.Q.M.S. Grubb recently got himself hitched after much
waiting for his wife's boat to arrive.
Sgt. Watts (" D" Training Coy.) has had his banns read
for the last time; so we reckon that his boat is about to sink.
Decision : Good luck to both of them.
Afterthought: They'll need It !
Info. Section
E.xR.Q.M.S. Barham can be seen most evenings in the
" Clarendon," where he relates stories of his Army experineees.
C/Sgt. Barber has still to produce those Kent Cricket
Club tickets. Is he really related to Johnny Wiessmuller ?
O.R.Q.M.S. Catt can be obtained more frequently on
extension 36 (the hockey season is now over).
C.S.M. Whitlock has finally pulled his motor cycle out of
the garage (those proceeding"to London on weekends must
contact him at " D " Coy.).
Sgt. Boorer turned up from leave three days early (his
mother complained he made her stand to attention !).
Sgt. Dumpleton should really notice where he puts his
tripflares, then maybe he won't make so many visits to the
M.I. Room.
Sgt. Huggard (W.R.A.C.) has started a new fashion in the
Mess—track suit trousers with a floral
blouse (is this the
result of the campaign drive—" Uniform for all occasions " ?).
R.S.M. Stephens is now to be seen with his newly acquired
pacestick (can he manipulate it with his teeth as well ?).
Now I find
I've exhausted the news box, so with a
promise that there will be more next month, I conclude.
" Junins."

HOME COUNTIES DISTRICT INTERUNIT SEVENMILE
ROAD WALK

The sevenmile Road Walk was held on the same day as
the Athletic Meeting and the Walking team of " The Queen's
Own " completed the grand athletic success of the Battalion
by winning the InterUnit Road Walk.
A sharp pace was set for the first half mile, with R.E.s and
our team fighting
hard for the lead. The positions changed
considerably, when unfortunately for the R.E.s, one of their
team was disqualified for " lifting."
The lead was maintained individually from the start by
last year's Army Champion. W.O.I Pullen, followed closely by
Cpl. Sykes and Sgt. Watts abreast, with Sgt. Butler just in
rear, the remainder of the team—L/Cpl. Wood, L/Cpl. Fuller
and Pte. Crane—close behind.
Sgt. Watts then forced the pace to close with the leader,
but was unfortunately disoualified for " lilting" at approxi
mately 2>j miles out, having closed the gaD with W.O.I Pullen
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Lambert Western, Folkestone.
Road Walk Team.

Sgt. Butler remained in second place followed closely by
L/Cpl. Fuller, who had pulled up very well, and Cpl. Sykes
with his confident smile and flailing elbows engrossed in
shaking off a couple of determined opponents.
The race continued in much the same order until reaching
Cheriton, where L/Cpl. Fuller and Sgt. Butler had a great
fight for second place, which was won by L/Cpl. Fuller, with
Sgt. Butler a good third, followed by two R.E. representatives
and Cpl. Sykes 6th. The remainder of the team came close
behind in a bunch of competitors, L/Cpl. Woods 8th and Pte.
Crane 14th.
That grand Army Road Walker, W.O.I Pullen, won the
event in 56 mins. 45 sees.; he was a member of the R.E.s' team.
A photograph of the team, with the Commanding Officer,
and the trophy, appears above—all looking very pleased with
themselves and quite rightly so.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
To ensure that your copy reaches you safely, please
notify any change of address to the Editor:—
" The Q. O. G.,"
The Barracks,
Maidstone, Kent.
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4 th

BATTALION

Battalion Headquarters
The last month has been a quiet period for the Battalion.
Coys, were officially closed down to allow the P.S.I.s to have
some wellearned leave and to give the Territorial element a
rest after their " strenuous" training in Camp !
Despite
this official close down it is understood that the " Invicta "
Club at Penge managed to keep the local brewers busy.
Congratulations go to R.S.M. P. Bryne (D.C.M.) on an
outstanding report on the recent Civil Defence Course, which
he attended at Hythe. Though at present on leave he is
occasionally to be seen reconnoitreing the local buildings of
Tonbridge with a view of giving a practical demonstration ol
rescuing the proverbial damsel in distress.
We are now back to work at full strength once more and
recruits, while not pouring in, are definitely maintaining a
steady " drip." We are hoping to raise a Corps of Drums in
the near future (the nucleus showed us their potential cap
abilities on the last day of the recent Camp); all musicians,
or wouldbe musicians, are welcome.
On the 19th July Brig. R. C. Craddas (D.S.O.), Commanding
133 Inf. Bde. (T.A.), visited the Drill Halls at St. Mary Cray
and Penge. where he saw " B" and " D " Coys, carrying out
training.
\
At the " Invicta " Club at Penge. a regular meeting place
of Past and Present, members in that area, he met Walley
Lippingwell, late C.Q.M.S. and C.S.M. of 5/R.W.K., and well
known to many exmembers of that Battalion.

"C" Company
News of Camp is doubtless reported elsewhere. Apart
from that there is very little to tell; the Coy. has had a rest
and members have, I am sure, appreciated the absence of the
necessity on Tuesdays and Thursdays to tear away from the
fields, the 'buses or town, gobble a hasty meal, change and be
on parade by 1730 hours.
Now that the longer evenings are here, one means to use
them. There are plans for evenings on the downs with 88
Sets and Sundays on the Range at Shoreham.
There are other plans for recruiting, but our readers must
wait to see them.
It is thought, however, that an invasion with a Bren
Carrier and Mortars of the Sevenoaks Vine at about 1530 hours
on a Saturday afternoon might not be best policy.
" Ataka."

"D" Company
The month, having been given over to holidays, leaves
very little for me to report this time. " GapinHejrow"—
just to be different—has taken his holiday at a time when he
should be doing the " Buster " correspondence, and is at this
time either still in bed, or lazing on the sand of a sunlit
Devon bay. The only consolation I have is the thought that
it might he raining, and Walter, as we know, is not fond ol
water in its natural state.
Looking through our darts team list it reads: " Away.
Blckley and Widmore Club—lost; Beckenham Liberal Club—
lost: Coach and Horses—lost. Still, taking heart from the fact
that the tide must turn, we are still playing darts. The only
way, at present, that we can get our beer back is to shoot on
the miniature range, when the other team, either from the
fear of getting shot, or perhaps they can't shoot, let us win.
It is interesting to note that in all the teams there seems to
be at least one old member of " The Queen's Own." The
remarkable thing is that they all know Horace. It seems that
he gets around quite a bit in his spare time.
Last week Horace had the misfortune to fall off his cycle
when returning home from work Saturday dinner time, but as
he did not state the time or place ol his accident, we can only
draw our own conclusion from it. Still, we hope he will soon
be fully recovered and in good form once again.
If you are walking out around Penge these days keep a
good lookout, as there is a baby carriage piloted around by a
learner who is quite likely to sweep one off the pavement with
it. Still, we all have to start off in a small way, so cheer up,
" Hoot," you may get be passed out at a " D " rating.
Congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. Gibson on the birth ol
Jacqueline Prances.
D.B.

Support Company
There is very little to report this month owing to the
three weeks' break we have had.
Now, however, we have returned to the fray refreshed and
ready for anything. We have had the Range allotted to us
for several days throughout the next few months, leading up
to Classification on September 25th, and so our training has
been arranged to allow us to brush up our Weapon Training
as well as to carry out individual Platoon Training and con
tinue Driving Instruction. This correspondent has now been
declared eligible for this latter pastime, and I must confess
that there is no better way of spending these very lovely
summer evenings than rattling along the leafy lanes of West
Kent in a Carrier.
Unfortunately, one Carrier broke down the other evening,
and Sgt. Cheeseman, L/Cpl. Locke and Pte. Saxby were found
sitting rather forlornly by the side of the road quite resigned
to having to spend the night out in the open air. But. with
out further incident, we got them back to Bank Street,
although much later than had been originally planned. Now,
in the best T.A. style, we have left the faulty vehicle in the
Drill Hall, hoping that by the time we want it again some
kind soul will have put it right for us. Certain men's opinions
of this particular weapon of war are not printable here !
f

THE REGIMENTAL DEPOT
This month I really have got something to write about.
I must take my job seriously and report the many events with
out undue distortion so that instead cf my usual contribu
tion (which I call "Local News with a domestic flavour," and
which the Editor calls " Idle Gossip of a rather personal
nature ") there will flow from my pen a truthful picture ol
last month's military and social activities. Journalism is a
serious business these days and no one wants to be the cause
of another Commission bn the Press. The events being so
many, so varied and so equally memorable in their different
ways, I shall, in order to avoid any possible slight to the
feelings of those taking part, report in more or less chrono
logical order.
" L/Cpl. Mo." who last month was undergoing 21 days'
detention for going broody, is now the proud mother of 11
chicks. She was closely followed by " Sgt. Ena," who unbent
sufficiently to produce seven offspring about a week later. The
" accouchments" were attended by Sgt. Huntington, the
Officers' Mess Sgt., who stayed up all night delivering the
chicks with the aid of the full moon and a small pair of
eyebrow tweezers. (The owner complains that they do not
" tweeze " quite as well as they used to.) As a result of this
welcome addition to the Depot strength, the hens quarters
are in process of being reconstructed and by the 27th of July,
the first day of the Regimental Cricket, the condemned cell
will be emptied and the six occupants butchered to make a
cricketers holiday. The executioner and the mode of execution
are still very much under discussion. Sgt. Huntington, since
his three weeks in France, says " Cut their heads off." or words
to that effect, whilst O.C., Depot, is believed, as a result of his
service in India, to favour " garrotting." Pte. Perkins, the
Officers' Mess Cook, when asked for his expert opinion stated
"that the mode of death was immaterial, but who was going to
pluck the flapping
things ? Anyway, we all hope they make
good eating and that by the time these words are in print
the cockerels are only a tender memory.
During the week ending the 9th of July, Maidstone cele
brated the 400 Anniversary of the granting of its Charter.
The Depot's chief contribution was to fit 12 men into 12 suits ol
unalterable full dress. All the staff volunteered and offered
their persons for the ordeal. On the fitting
parade, one ox
two were a little over optimistic as to their dimensions, or
perhaps it was that they were poor at judging distance. Finally,
however, all twelve suits were filled, but there is no doubt that
the old soldiers of the full dress era, had longer legs and a
higher up chest than the modern soldier. In spite of rationing,
the middle distances of our twelve men compared favourably
with the space available inside the uniforms.
One of the main events in the Charter celebrations was a
Grand Procession through the town finishing at Lock Meadows.
The Regimental Contingent consisted of the Band and Drums,
led by the impressive figure of D/M. Watts, the Regimental
Colour and an escort of fifty men. The contingent looked very
smart and were given a gxand welcome by the crowd, which
was, however, slightly marred, as far as the Depot was con
cerned, by their enthusiastically greeting our twelve men as
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Chelsea Pensioners." The R.S.M., Mr. Hayley, who led our
party, while Intending no slight on that fine body of Pensioners,
did feel slightly hurt, particularly as he had his cap on all
the time.
The party broke uo at the Meadows and endeavoured to
get some badly needed beer before marching back to the Depot.
Maj. and Mrs. Keenlyside were the guests of the Mayor, Sir
Garrard TyrwhittDrake, and had seats of honour on the dais
for the Diize giving. Capt. and Mrs. Faulkner attended on a
rather lower plane and the latter managed to pass the time
of day with the Beauty Queen before being moved on.
We put uo, for a couple of days, a Naval Detachment from
H.M.S. Maidstone, who were taking part in the procession.
We were very glad to hear they enjoyed their brief stay with
the Army. One Naval Officer came aboard the Mess. We gave
him a cabin on the top deck, so that he could use the upstairs
landing as a quarter deck, if required. He said the Mess was
a very nice one, in fact, one of the nicest he had been in.
Then for some reason he asked me if the Army realised that
even battleships were scrapped every twenty years or so ! ! 
After the Charter celebrations we had an all too short
breathing space, while we prepared ourselves and the Barracks
for the Maidstone Cricket Week, The Regimental Cricket Week
and the Annual Reunion. This period was made more hectic
for several reasons. First of all, there was apparently some
trouble or other in the London Docks, which meant that 1
R.W.K. could not provide their normal generous fatigue party
to help us. (We did hear officially what the trouble was, but
as we only got one letter when it was nearly over and none of
the previous correspondence—even the Quartermaster, who
generally knows what is going on, was a little vague on the
subject). Secondly, the 30th of June is a day of awful reckon
ing, it being a auarter day. This meant that O.C., Depot,
the P.M.C. and the R.S,M. have 1 een spending the month or
July in a pitched battle with the books of the P.R.I., Officers'
Mess and Sgts'. Mess respectively. The R.SJM., who, according
to King's Regulations, is apparently not supposed to be cap
able of keeping accounts, only had to copy his out once before
declaring them ready for audit. O.C., Depot cheated, and took
his account' to that fount of financial finesse,
Col. A. A. Eason,
who by a small alteration here and the slightest of adjustments
there, had the whole thing balancing in a matter of minutes.
At the time of writing this, we regret to state that the P.M.C.
is utterly and completely bogged with his accounts. C/Sgt.
August, who is waiting to go to 1 R.W.K., very decently offered
to help and got the totals of all the little columns to balance
whichever way you added them up, and by whosoever added
them up (excluding the P.M.C.). The C/Sgt. then prepared
the balance sheet, known officially as an.A.F.N. 1514, and by
us as an awful flaming nuisance, and even got that to balance,
except for the Sundry Creditors. The P.M.C. has now in fact
reached that hopeless preaudit stage when it is obvious that
the Bank have made a mistake. Thirdly, the other ranks of
the Depot have been on weeding practically every afternoon.
This meant that their normal employment had to be done in
the morning or evening, and that; meant that tempers got
rather frayed and everyone got rather short with everyone else.
The hot weather did not help matters either. Hpwever, no one
actually came to blows and we are all now our usual happy
selves again as a result of many kind words of praise during
the Annual Reunion.
During this preparation period we played a cricket match
against the Maidstone Grocers.. A most enjoyable engagement,
but not a very successful one,, as we lost by 53 runs to 131.
Pte. Stone, L/Cpl. Weller and Sgt. Huntington took most of
the wickets between them, with Pte.. Stone having, the best
average, of three for sixteen. Only two Officers were playing—
Maj. Keenlyside and Col. White. Owing to a tactical error,
the former got runout after making a very good nineteen.
Pte. " Flash " Eighteen, having passed his own score, was out
for nineteen and after that no one else scored anything much.
However, this may have been due to Pte. Baldwin being the
scorer. In his spare time he is the Quartemaster's Clerk, and
though terribly accurate, he is a bit liable to take on the runs
on one side of "the book and strike them off on the other. He
is leaving us at the beginning of September and is going up
to Oxford to study languages.. We all wish him luck and will
miss him: none will miss him more than the Quartermaster.
During this period of perparation everyone was kept pretty
busy and worked very hard. Cpl. Pratt, Pte. Stone and several
times C/Sgt. August, could be seen hammering, scraping,
cursing and repainting the main gates. Saturday afternoon
and evening before the Reunion were spent putting whitewash
on vast areas, and .very smart it looked too. Sgt. Veness planted
a fine clutch of notice boards, so that by Saturday night we
hardly knew ourselves. The " Piece de Resistance " is a long
board on the right of the main entrance, and this, with a flag
and flag pole really make you realise whose barracks you are
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coming to. Previously civilians were liable to refer to us as
the " Maidstone Recruiting Centre."
In spite of the R.S.M.'s best efforts, I do not think we
should ever have been ready for the Reunion if 1 R.W.K. had
not somehow managed to spare a fatigue party of one N.C.O.
and six men, who worked most nobly. Thank you very much
for helping us and the Battalion for, providing them. By the
great day marquees were up, chairs in position and flags flying.
Pte. Parsons, one of our oldest and boldest, said that when he
was a young soldier it took them six minutes, not six hours,
to erect a marquee and that N.C.O.S who did not know what
they were doing used to keep away from jobs like putting up
marquees, so as not to confuse people who did know what to
do ! Anyway, they got them erected in the end, and when
I last looked, about ten minutes ago, they were still standing.
The Annual Reunion on Sunday( the 24th July, followed
its normal routine and it was grand to see so many old com
rades pouring through the Barrack gates. I am inclined to
agree with our Pte. Parsons, that the modern soldier seems to
lack something which those old soldiers have. Perhaps it is
a certain selfconfidence, a knowledge, bred by discipline and
comradeship, of their own ability to strive and succeed. On
return to Barracks from All Saints' Church, the Colonel of the
Regiment took the salute, this marking the conclusion of the
formal part of the day. In the afternoon the Assistant
Instructors from the 1st Battalion gave an excellent P.T.
demonstration. This was followed at 5.30 by the Band and
Drums beating Retreat on the square. Our most critical old
soldier said it was up to prewar standard and there is no
higher praise than that.
One or two old comrades were seen taking it easy on the
fringes of the back field, having had, perhaps, a little too much
sun, but in spite of the heat and their uniforms our three
Chelsea Pensioners never faltered. We hope they had a
pleasant stay and got home safely.
I heard one exSgt., who, has lately gone rather bald, being
asked what had happened to his hair. He said he had been
made to share it out under the National Health Scheme.
We hope everyone enjoyed themselves and that even more
will turn up next year. We wish them all the very best of
luck.
The Maidstone Cricket Week was held in glorious weather
and the Regimental Tent was well attended. Everything passed
off without untoward incident, except that one unfortunate
waitress slipped on the Ukranian steps, but luckily did not
hurt herself. I asked one Officer, whom I saw fingering
the
canvas of the marquee, if I could help in anyway, but he
merely said that he had subscribed so much for so many years
to the Regimental Tent that he felt that he must own the
thing by now.
We now have a few days in which to prepare for the Regi
mental Cricket Week of four days, which is this year to be
held once more at the Depot. On the 29th July there is an
Officers' dance at the Royal Star Hotel, which we hope will be
well attended. Maj. Keenlyside, who had the idea, is now a
little nervous that only the Depot Officers and their wives will
turn up. As I know that two of the Officers only have the
courage to take the floor when it is crowded, it may be difficult,
therefore, to make the dance a real success. However, as they
say in military circles nowadays: " It will be all right on
the day." .
The C.O. hopes to be on leave during August if his two
Labradors, " Wanda " and " Leo " are better by then. They
have got a disease called " hard pad," which is laying low most
of the dogs in Maidstone. Pte. Eighteen had to have his
destroyed; he has our sympathy. Col. Eason goes on leave on
the 17th of August and I shall be doing Acting Editor; heaven
help the Q.O.G. Anything may happen, or more probably
practically nothing. In which case Mr. Paddy Mullen and I
are going to design a new cover on the lines of Punch and
issue that in lieu of any contents.
I hear the cockerels making an infernal din, so I must
away and prepare them a dainty supper of swill.

Sergeants' Mess
Operation order, " Brighton," having been received,
" acked " and complied with, it must now be place on record
that the Sgts'. Mess Annual Outing took place on the 28th
June, in excellent weather. The members of the Mess, their
wives, guests and children duly paradfed at the appointed hour,
roll called—NIL absentees—refreshments, fruit and confections
in the boot—route decided through the Weald of Kent—we
were "off" to time. After about an hour an a half, during
which the younger generation on board were gradually getting
to a high state of excitement and shouting, "Look, Dad,
Whitbread's." I'm not sure what they meant, unless they
thought it right and proper to stop at all the public houses
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that sell that particular brew, hut to their disappointment that
halfway house was a Charrington's. Nevertheless, while the
members were passing the time of the day, etc., with the
landlord, the children did full justice to the excellent ice
cream, bottles of pop, sweets, fruit, biscuits, etc., and after
about half an hour the members were detailed for a small
fatigue, i.e., clearing paper bags, icecream cartons, apple
core, that had been scattered with abandon outside the inn.
This was soon done and we proceeded at a goodly speed to the
coast. On arrival a recce, was carried out and order issued
for RV. and time for return, at which stage little groups dis
persed their various ways to have a day in the sun by the sea.
Instructions were notified to all concerned to be wary of those
gentlemen known as " Spivs" and " Drones." and those who
offered something for nothing.
It would appear that each party made one of their chief
objects to dodge other parties " mooching " about for they were
not seen again until around 4.30 p.m.. when we all gathered at
at restaurant called " The Wanderin," where an excellent tea
was laid on. After tea the party seemed to keep more
together, with the object, I suppose, of " Well, if we miss the
coach, so will they."
It was during this interval, between tea and departure, that
Tug Wilson and Bob Baker (the medical man attached) bought
up the controlling rights of a speedway track, but their driving
skill left much to be desired. Had the party been staying
another half an hour it is doubtful if they would have been
able to dispose of it owing to the damage to the racing cars.
At the appointed time our coach joined the queue of at
least 100 such coaches and crowds of visitors, all waiting the
same as we; our party eventually embussed with oaner hats,
pleasantly tired for our journey home, which was by* another
route through Tunbridge Wells. A suitable port of call was
laid on as we left the Wells, where a very pleasant hour was
spent quaffing good ale and being entertained by " Mine host."
A fish
and chip stall also did excellent trade at this halt.
Time was getting on so it was decided that in spite of the very
pleasant time we were all having, all good things must come
to an end and return to the Barracks, where, having depleted
our numbers by allowing them to debus as near as possible
to their homes, a few members returned to the Mess", where
we " had one for the road" and so to bed. All seemed to
have had a good day and our thanks are due to those who
made the excellent arrangements. We have not yet decided
where we' shall go next year.
On the 30th June the whole of the Depot Staff proceeded
to the Olympia to see the afternoon performance of The Royal
Tournament. As this was a Depot show, no doubt report
thereon will appear under the Regimental Depot news. However,
the entertainment was excellent and it is hoped that it will be
possible to arrange a visit next year.
Maidstone celebrated the 400th Anniversary of the grant
ing of its Charter during the week 4th9th July, 1949. The
Regimental Band gave a performance in Brenchley Gardens and
took part in a street procession depicting various important
events that have taken place in the Borough during the past
400 years. On the date of the procession a most " unusual "
occurrence was reported from the guard room—it was reported
that H.M.S. Maidstone (a submarine Depot ship) was seen to
cross the square. This was duly investigated and found to be
correct, for a model of the ship mounted on a large motor
lorry was found parked under the trees near Regimental H.Q.
This model eventually headed the procession, accompanied by
naval personnel, through the town. The 1st Battalion pro
vided a party of about 50 in battle dress, escorting the Regi
mental Colour and from the Depot, a party of twelve, dressed
in prewar full dress uniform, under our able R.S.M., who
managed to borrow a sword from the Regimental Museum and
a buff sling belt from the Band Sgt. of the first Battalion. No
doubt a detailed report on this will be included in the Depot
news. An air display was given in Mote Park on Friday even
ing, 8th July, and an Athletic Meeting on the Maidstone
Recreation Ground on Saturday, followed by dancing on the
green and a grand torchlight procession, ending in Mote
Park, with a hugh bonfire and fireworks
display.
On the 13th July four of the Mess members managed to
get off duty to play for the Regimental Depot cricket team
versus Maidstone Grocers, but their contribution towards
losing the match was very, very effective—they scored two runs
between them, whilst one member was the " not out, 0," out of
a total of 53 runs obtained, and of the 131 scored by the
opponents, members of the Mess managed to obtain two oi
the wickets taken for 54 runs. It is hoped in view of the fore
going and if they wish to keep their place in the team that
they put in a little more net practice. We hope to play
several more matches during August and September.
From the foregoing the reader may be under the impression
that it is all fun and games at the Depot, but this is not so,
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at least, when the Barracks has to be prepared for the Annual
Reunion. The Barracks must be made to look its best and
weeds in particular receive very special attention—they have
no respect for rank. However, our efforts were rewarded by the
excellent mustering of many old comrades on Sunday, 24th July.
1949, far .too numerous to mention by name. We were glad
to see everyone in fine fettle and sincerely hope they will con
tinue so in the years to come. As a change, the Sgts'. Mess
provided a refreshment bar on the back field,
using the
renovated cricket pavilion as a bar and a marquee adjoining
for those who could pull themselves away from the bar for a
quiet chat and drink. The experiment was quite successful.
No doubt a detailed report on the 11th Reunion will appear
elsewhere in this issue.
Following " Retreat," excellently carried out by the Band
and Drums, our comrades drifted away; quite a number, how
ever, found their way to the Sgts'. Mess proper, where a very
pleasant evening was spent by all. Towards tenish " 62 Club "
(who had run a coach down from town) decided they would
call in and " have one for the road." This was promptly pro
vided and led to a challenge to that simple game called
" Tipit." As they had read of our progress a't this particular
game in the past the Sgts. accepted the challenge, full of con
fidence, as was proved. They won the elusive piece to start
the game and very cleverly and boastfully bounced it on the
table prior to taking it under; this action proved their undoing,
for on the fourth down the Skipper, " Bandy " Waller, failed
to catch the piece and with a simultaneous shout " Piece ! "
it was duly handed over. Of course, " 62 Club " now realised
that once they had lost the piece, that was " their lot," or if
they did not. they should have done, for with ease it was
taken down ten times and brought up without being found,
so our Skipper, R.S.M. Hayley, took sympathy and allowed the
piece to he handed to the opponents, after telling them where
it was. As they still had some liquid refreshment in their
glasses we allowed them to keep the piece until they had
drawn level—scores standing at ten all. Time was now getting
on and we wanted to finish the game, so the piece was duly
called back and retained until the score stood 20—10. As is
the custom, "Skippers" have the final
call above table.
" Bandy" failed and " 62 Club" drank up and departed, no
doubt the wiser for their experience. On check it came to light
that the O.R.Q.M.S.. a very astute player, had held the piece
19 times—it is said that he had some gum on the palm of his
hands—or did he ?
This seems a very newsy affair this month for on the 28th
July our Bob Baker (the medical man attached), having his
last and final fling,
put on a " Stag Party " for his many friends
(including a majority of his pals in the R.A.M.C.), sufficient
to provide a strong darts team—the Mess with their reduced
numbers accepted the challenge and beat them un two leg3
to nil. Drinks flowed freely and whether the R.A.M.C. were
anxious to have their own back is not known, but they fell
for it and took us on at " Tipit "—least said the better—result
being a foregone conclusion. However, as a consolation, one
member allowed our Bob to win a leg at shovehalfpenny and
a very pleasant evening, marred only by the poor tyne sandwich
put up by our messing expert (who, it is rumoured, is con
sidering going in for'the catering business), cejne to an end.
The Mess closed early on Saturday, 30th July, at lunch time
—this was not so very unusual in view of the forthcoming
Bank Holiday Monday, but it proved that was not the real
cause, for sharp at 1400 hours on that day Bob (the medical
man attached) ceased to be attached and did take unto him
self a wife. The happy couple were married at the Methodist
Church in Maidstone and the reception, held at the Old Palace,
where a very large party did assemble to wish health and
happiness to the bride and bridegroom, who remained until
about 1730 hours when they departed for their honeymoon,
which is being spent on the Isle of Wight. Our very best
wishes go to you both. As a token of esteem the Mess pre
sented the happy couple with a small mantel clock, suitably
engraved. Althoug Bob (the medical man NOT now attached)
is leaving us we shall be seeing plenty of him. as his present
Headquarters are located in the old " K " Block, now known
as " Crimea " Block.
One small spot of intelligence has been brought to light
In the past month, which it is desired to place on record—
no it is not progress at crib.—but it is believed, but not
actually proved that the Maidstone Branch, Past and Present
Association did, on the 19th June, 1949, on the Back Field ol
the Barracks, include in their cricket team that played the
meagre staff of the Regimental Depot, on the aforementioned
day, played a nonregistered player in their team. As the time
has now past in which an appeal could be made, the matter
has been allowed to drop. In future matches all players will
be liable to prpduce their membership card before being allowed
to take the field, so take heed, Maidstone Branch, P. and P.
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The source of this information cannot be stated, but it was
first reported on 15th July, 1949.
Apart from our many visitors on Reunion day we were
very pleased to see the following: Monty Gower (one time
military " close crop " barber at the Depot) revisited his old
haunts on 4th July and told us he still has vivid memories of
the guy who " kicked him on the shins " when playing football
and then told him that was for giving him a close crop. He
is at present flourishing
on the Island ol Alderney—very nice
too. Bert Akers, who was touring this way also called on the
14th July and introduced his offspring. Toot Lamb also
called one weekend prior to Reunion, but was. unfortunately,
unable to come along on the 24th.

Banking
for the Army of Today

I TRAVELLED EREE"
(Republished with kind permission of the Editor of
" The Spring of Shillalagh.")
I wonder why it is that when you are in London, you are
always in such a hurry. I suppose it must be because every
one else seems to be. I was doing nothing in particular that
afternoon, when I suddenly thought I would like to go and
see a friend of mine who has a shop in the Strand.
When the idea struck me. I was near the Tottenham Court
Road Tube Station, so without more ado, I dashed down the
stairs, searching feverishly in my pocket as r went. The
smallest coin I had was a sixpence, and with that in my hand,
I rushed at the nearest slot machine.
Why I did it, I can't think, but instead of putting it into
a " Sixpenny " slot, I put it into a " Coppers Only " one.
The usual ticking noise came from the machine, but it
did not culminate in the familiar rumble and clang, which
announces the arrival of the ticket.
Nothing happened except the ticking, which went on and
on. It seemed to me to be getting louder and louder, and I
began to think that everyone in the Station must be listening
and looking at me.
I looked up furtively, half expecting to feel a heavy hand
on my shoulder, but no one was taking any notice. Life was
going on in spite of the fact that I had just wrecked a piece
of London Passenger Transport Board property.
Peeling it was better to own up, and not wanting to lose
my sixpence, I walked up to the superior being who was sit
ting at a sort of desk, and said : "I m awfully sorry, but
I'm afraid I've bust one of your ticket machines." He didn't
seem to mind much, and said " What have you done ? " 1
told him, and he said, resignedly: " THAT happens about
every ten minutes. Which one is it ? "
He came along with a key and opened the machine, which
was still ticking away like a time bomb. He gave me back
my coin, did something to its inside which stopped the ticking,
told me to be more careful next time, and let me go.
As he went back to his desk, a girl rushed up and banged
some coppers into the same machine. Tick, Tick. Tick, Rumble,
Rumble, Clang went the machine, and she grabbed her ticket
and darted off. I was just preparing to have another shot
when I noticed the machine was still ticking. Rumble,
Rumble, Bang, it went, and out popped another ticket, a two
penny one. which was just what I wanted. With it in my
hand I sped down the escalator and that is how I cheated
the London Passenger Transport Board.
Sitting in the train I felt rather guilty, and wondered what
I ought to do. I decided I'd better give the Ticket Collector
twopence, and started rehearsing what I'd say to him.
I went up the escalator, saying to myself : " Here is my
ticket, but I didn't pay for it, so here is twopence, etc., etc."
When I reached him I started off : " Here is my ticket . . .,"
but before I could get any further he had said " Thank you "
and taken it, and I was jostled past by the crowd. He was
obviously too busy to be bothered with explanations, so I
walked on.
At Charing Cross Post Office, I thought, " Ah, I'll buy a
2d. stamp and post it to the L.P.T.B.," but inside there was
such a queue at the stamp counter that I decided I couldn't
spend half the day buying a 2d. stamp to send to people who
probably wouldn't want it; besides, it was partly their fault
for having such rotten machines which give out free tickets.
I walked out of the Post Office. As time went by, my
conscience ceased its prickings, and now I can think about it
without blushing.
I did nothing. What would you have done ?
J R C.C.

Z ^iox'S & KING'S BRANCH of Lloyds Bank has lor genera

tions specialised in banking for Officers ol the British
Army. This Branch at 6, Pall Mall, besides acting as
official Agents for the issue of pay and allowances, is fully
equipped to deal with Income Tax, Retired Pay and
Pensions. Periodical payments can be made on behall of
customers, and Overseas business of every kind transacted.
The services of the Executor and Trustee Department are
also available. Arrangements can be made to cash cheques
at any of the Bank's Branches and Agencies at home
and abroad.
The Manager will be glad to describe in fuller detail the
services and facilities of the Bank to any Officer who
desires to open an account.

LLOYDS BANK
LIMITED

( C O X 'S

&

K I N G 'S

BRANCH)

ARMY & ROYAL AIR FORCE AGENTS, 6, Pall Mall, S.W.I
Offices al or near all Army and Royal Air Force
centres in England and Wales.
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THE CANTERBURY

REGIMENT—NEW

PERSONALITIES I
THE COLONEL OF THE REGIMENT

MajGen. Sir Howard K. Kippen
berger, K.B.E.. C.B.. D.S.O.. and Bar
(Special List, Territorial Force), was
appointed Colonel of the Canterbury
Regiment on 1st January, 1949. iii
addition he has been the Editorin
Chief of the New Zealand War
Histories Branch since 1946 and is the
Dominion President of the New
Zealand Returned Services Association.
Maj.Gen. Kippenberger served in
the ranks, 191417, and was invalided
home. He then served continuously
in the Territorial Force, being com
missioned in 1924, and was promoted
Lt.Col. in 1936 as Officer Command
ing 1st Battalion The Canterbury
Regiment. In World War II he sailed
.
with the 1st Echelon of the 2nd New
Zealand Expeditionary Force, commanding the 2 0 t h Infantry
Battalion a composite Battalion which included one company
from the Canterbury Regiment. He served in Greece and Crete,

ZEALAND

commanding an infantry brigade and Greek troops on Crete,
and was awarded the D.S.O. He then served in the Libyan
campaign and was wounded, captured and escaped. He next
commanded the 5th New Zealand Infantry Brigade, and
received a Bar to the D.S.O. in 1943. He continued in com
mand of the 5th New Zealand Brigade in Italy, 1943; was
General Officer Commanding the New Zealand Division in 1944:
he was seriously wounded, receiving the C.B.E. and being men
tioned in despatches. Maj.Gen. Kippenberger then com
manded the 2nd New Zealand Expeditionary Force prisoner of
war reception group in the United Kingdom. He received the
C.B. and the United States Legion of Merit In 1945, and was
made a Knight of the British Empire in 1948.
THE COMMANDING OFFICER. 1ST BN., THE CANTERBURY REGT.

Lt.Col. J. R. Williams, D.S.O., was gazetted as Command
ing Officer of the 1st Battalion, The Canterbury Regiment, witn
effect from 1st December, 1948. Lt.Col. Williams joined uo
at the outbreak of war and was commissioned in the 2nd New
Zealand Expeditionary Force in November, 1940, going over
seas with the 5th Reinforcements. He served with the 26tn
New Zealand Infantry Battalion (which included a Company
from the Canterbury Regiment) in Egypt and Italy from
December, 1941, to December, 1944, as a Platoon and Company
Commander. In December, 1944, he was posted as 2nd in

Maj.Gen. Kippenberger (left), while commanding the 20th New Zealand Infantry Battalion, watching his leading troons
capturing Halfaya Pass on 11th November, 1942. With him (right) is Capt. Upham. V.C.
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command to the New Zealand Divisional Cavalry Regiment
which was then operating as an Infantry Battalion. In
January, 1945, he became the Commanding Officer of the
Battalion and remained in command until he was wounded for
the third time, two days before the war ended in Italy. He
was awarded the D.S.O. in 1944.

THE CANTERBURY REGIMENT IN WORLD WAR

II

By MAJ.GEN. SIR HOWARD K. KIPPENBERGER, K.B.E.. C.B., D.S.O., E.D.
I
The Canterbury Regiment was represented overseas in the
2nd New Zealand Expeditionary Force by " A" Company ol
each of the 20th, 23rd and 26th Battalions and the Regiment,
together with the Otago, Southland and NelsonMarlborough—
West Coast Regiments, from which the remaining personnel for
the three Battalions were found, will probably take such battle
honours as are rewarded to those battalions.
20TH NEW ZEALAND BATTALION

The 20th. Battalion was formed on 5th October. 1939, under
the command of Lt.Col. H. K. Kippenberger. and arrived in
Egypt as one of the units of the 4th New Zealand Infantry
Brigade, in February, 1940. After hard training in the Western
Desert it took part in the Greek campaign, sustaining 126
casualties. Sgt. J. D. Hinton was awarded the Victoria Cross
for gallant conduct in the action at Kalamata.
In Crete the Battalion, under Maj. J. T. Burrows, was
heavily engaged at Maleme, where it had 289 casualties and
at Galatos. It returned to Egypt with 306 men. Lt. Upham
was awarded the Victoria Cross for a series of extraordinary
exploits during this very severe campaign. .
The 20th, again under the command of Lt.Col. H. K.
Kippenberger, took part in the Second Libyan Campaign in
November, 1941. After fighting
three actions at Menastir in
two days and another at Bir Chleta and taking 750 German
prisoners, the Battalion, with the 18th New Zealand Battalion
stormed Belhamed Hill without artillery support on the night
of 25th26th November and took its objective against the most
determined resistance and with heavy casualties. On 1st
December, when reduced to nine officers and 186 other ranks
the Battalion was attacked by 40 tanks and about 500 infantry,
and after a resistance of nearly two hours was completely over
run, one man only escaping from the rifle companies.
After the 120 men in " B " Echelon, under the command
of the Transport Officer and the Padre, had returned to Egypt,
the Battalion received 600 reinforcements and was rebuilt
under command of Lt.Col. Burrows. After a period in Syria
it returned to the Western Desert in June. When on 27th
June, 1942, the 2nd New Zealand Division was surrounded at
Minqar Qaim. near Matruh, the 20th was one of the battalions
which in night attack with the bayonet carved a passage for
the Divisional Transport. The fighting
on this occasion was
probably the fiercest and most bloody in its history. On the
14th July," it took part in the capture of Ruweisat Ridge, which
entailed an advance of 10.000 yards without artillery support
and took its objective with 50 per cent, casualties. The three
rifle companies engaged were destroyed by a heavy counter
attack on the following afternoon and total casualties were
nearly 500. This action was described by the Padre, the Rev.
G. D. Spence, one of the unit's most beloved personalities, as
" a certain amount of liveliness in our sector." Capt. Upham.
who was severely wounded and taken prisoner, was awarded
a bar to the Victoria Cross. The remnants were withdrawn to
the Base Camp at Maadi and for the next year the Battalion
was engaged in retraining itself as an armoured Regiment.
The Regiment was next in action on the Sangro in
November/December, 1943. It was heavily engaged in the
severe fighting
about Orsogna and as usual sustained heavy
losses, nearly half its tanks being "Brewed up." Lt.Col. J. W.
McKergow was wounded. At Cassino one Squadron, under
Maj. P. Barton, got nearly to the Monastery in an exceptionally
. thrusting attack and the wreck of its tanks still lie on the
top of Monte Cassino where they were knocked out.
Under a succession of commanders the Regiment, took part
in the advance to Florence and in the fighting in the winter
of 1944 on the Adriatic Coast and in the breaking of the
Gothic Line. It was engaged on numerous occasions, usually
with success. In April, 1945, under Lt.Col. H. Robinson, it
took part in the Battle of the Senio and the series of actions
which ended in the capture of Trieste and the surrender of
the German Armies in Italy. At the end Maj. Moody and Capt.
Spllman, who had joined as privates in October, 1939, were the
last " originals" still with the 20th.
It was quietly disbanded during the last months of 1945.

II
23RD NEW ZEALAND BATTALION
The 23rd Battalion was formed at Burnham Camp in
Canterbury, South Island, at the end of 1939, as part of the
5th New Zealand Infantry Brigade. Its officers (mainly ex
Territorial or Reserve Officers) reported to camp in November,
1939; the N.C.O.s in December; and the men (all volunteers)
in January, 1940. After training and final leave the Battalion
sailed from Lyttelton in the " Andes" on 2nd May with the
Second Echelon of the 2nd New Zealand Expeditionary Force.
Its strength on embarkation was 32 officers and 633 other
ranks, under Lt.Col. A. S. Falconer.
The Second Echelon was originally destined for Egypt, ova
was diverted en route to England, arriving in the River Clyde
on 16th June. There it spent several pleasant and strenuous
months in Kent, Sussex and Hampshire, preparing for the
expected invasion. On 4th January, 1941, it embarked to join
the Division in Egypt.
The convoy went via Cape Town to Tewfik, a slow voyage
lasting two months. The 23rd Battalion disembarked on 4th
March when the 2nd New Zealand Division was already com
mencing its move to Greece, south ol Cairo, moved to Amiriya.
and sailed from Alexandria to the Piraeus on the " Camcronia.
From Anthens it entrained for Northern Greece, arriving at
Katerini on 29th March.
On 31st March, the 23rd Battalion moved to battle posi
tions on the northern slopes of Mount Olympus to face the
imminent German invasion of Greece. Here it built a strong
defensive position, although hampered by very had weather,
including snow. From 10th April it was in the foremost line.
On 15th April, the Germans attacked. The 23rd Battalion
held its positions against artillery that day and infantry
attacks on the 16th, and then withdrew south over the steep
Kokkinoplos track, in close touch with the foremost German
troops who were following up fast. During the next three
days the Battalion took part in the general withdrawal south,
reached Molos and took up positions in the Thermopylae line.
From Molos it withdrew to the Athens area, moving by night
and lying up by day to avoid air observation. On the night ol
24th April, it sailed from Porto Rafti for Suda Bay, Crete, on
the " Glengyle " and the crusier " Calcutta." The Battalion's
casualties in Greece were 7 killed. 8 wounded, 34 prisoners and
2 missing. It had to abandon or destroy much of its equipment
during the withdrawal and most men arrived in Crete with
only weapons, ammunition and what they stood up in.
In Crete the 5th New Zealand Brigade took tip positions
defending Maleme aerodrome. After a week of air raids the
Germans launched their airborne attack on Crete on 20th
May, following a tremendous blitz. The 23rd Battalion killed
a counted 400 parachutists dropped in its area that morning.
The enemy, however, took Maleme aerodrome and reinforced
there so strongly that the Brigade had to withdraw to
Platanias and then to the Galatas line. Here the _23rd
Battalion fought its finest action when on the night of 25th
May two companies, led by two old Mark VI tanks of the 3id
Hussars under Lt. Farran, recaptured the village of Galatas.
after the fierest handtohand fighting.
The same night, how
ever the Galatas line was abandoned and the Battalion again
withdrew to Canea. It took part in the gruelling withdrawal
across Crete to Sphakia, fighting several small actions en route,
and on the night of 31st Mav its remnants (about 300 men)
were evacuated by the Royal Navv and taken back to Alexandria.
The 23rd Battalion's losses in Crete were 50 killed. 129 wounded.
110 prisoners and 10 missing. In Crete Sgt. A. C. Huline won
the Battalion's only Victoria Cross.
Back in Egypt, the 23rd Battalion went into camp at
Garawi until July. Here it was reinforced and the Crete
survivors given leave, alter which the Battalion trained foi
desert warfare. It moved from there to Kabrit, on the Suez
Canal for training in combined operations, and again to
Moasc'ar in August, for more desert training and railway
unloading work.
4,
In September, the 23rd Battalion moved to the Western
Desert and spent the month constructing defences in the
" Kaponga Box" to meet any German thrust into Egypt.
Early in October it went to Baggush, where the 2nd New
Zealand Division completed training for an offensive in the
desert. In November, the 23rd Battalion moved forward to a
divisional assembly area, and then to positions at Sheferzen
on the LibyanEgyptian frontier.
On the 21st it moved to Fort
Capuzzo, and that night a company sent to reconnoitre the
fort captured it with practically no opposition. From here the
Battalion carried out successful offensive patrols in the Solium
area, and took Fort Musaid. On 26th and 27th November it
withstood heavy attacks by enemy forces which had surrounded
and isolated the 23rd Battalion and the neighbouring 28th
Battalion. After a few days' patrolling in the BardiaCapuzzo
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area, the 23rd Battalion led the 5th Brigade west to Gazala,
where on 11th December, it broke into an Italian Infantry
position in a bayonet attack, and remained in contact with
the enemy until the 17th. It was then withdrawn to Baggush.
The Battalion's casualties in this campaign were 25 killed, 68
wounded and 17 prisoners.
In January, 1942, the 23rd Battalion returned to Kabrit,
and after a month's training in combined operations went back
to El Adem as part of a force to protect the Eighth Army's
rear. The Battalion spent more than a month building
defensive positions, went back to Maadi Camp at the end of
March and accompanied the 2nd New Zealand Division to
Syria in April. Here it was stationed at Idlib until June, and
then returned to Egypt at short notice with the division. It
took up defensive positions at Mersa Matruh and later at
Minqar Qaim, where it took part in the celebrated breakout
on 27th June, when the Division had been surrounded. It
reassembled at Qattara, where it was in action on 4th7th
July, and on 14th July, it took part in the capture of Ruweisat
Ridge. Next day the Germans counterattacked heavily, and
after holding out all day the 23rd Battalion withdrew that
night. During this action the Commanding Officer, Lt.Col.
C. N. Watson, was taken prisoner. Until 27th July the Battalion
held its position and patrolled and spent August in the
Alamein Line. In September it withdrew to rest at Burg el
Arab. Its casualties between June and September were 71 killed.
178 wounded. 72 prisoners and 4 missing. Nearly half of these
(including nearly all the prisoners) were lost in the Ruweisat
action.
From Burg el Arab the Battalion returned to the Alamein
Line and took part in the attack on 23rd October which
marked the beginning of the final Axis defeat in Africa. After
the Eighth Army's breakthrough on 4th November the Bat
talion took part in the pursuit west to Bardia, where it stayed
until December. It participated in the " Left Hook" at El
Agheila which just failed to cut off a large enemy force on
16th December, and the next day was in action against the
enemy rearguard at Nofilia. After the New Year the Battalion
was stationed at Wadi Tamet helping to build an airfield, and
then moved forward to Tripoli. After a light action at El
Azibia it took part in the entry into Tripoli on 23rd January,
1943. Its casualties from Alamein to Tripoli were 44 killed,
183 wounded and 1 missing.
The 23rd Battalion stayed in the Tripoli area training,
reorganizing and working on Tripoli wharves until 1st March.
It then moved to Tunisa, was lightly engaged at Madenine,
moved round to the Djebel Tebaga with 2nd New Zealand
Division on its " left hook," took part in the attack on 26th
March which broke the western end of the Mareth line, and
pursued the enemy through Gabes. After the breakthrough at
Wadi Akarit the Battalion advanced to the Enfidaville Line,
where on 19th April it participated in the attack on Takrouna.
Here the Commanding Officer (Lt.Col. R. E. Romans) was
wounded. Early in May it held a sector at Djebinina, being
relieved a few days before the Axis surrender. Casualties in
Tunisia were 25 killed, 184 wounded and 1 missing.
The 23 Battalion returned with the 2nd New Zealand
Division to Maadi and spent three months in reorganization
and training, including leave for all. In October it crossed to
Italy.
After waiting at Taranto for nearly a month the Battalion
went up to the Eighth Army front, where it took part in the
Sangro river cossing on 28th November, the advance from
there to Orsogna, and attacks at the Orsogna road on 7th and
15th December. In January, 1944, it held a sector on Fonte
grande Ridge in snow. Casualties for this period were 58 killed.
153 wounded, 4 prisoners and 1 missing (half of these on 15th
December). They included Lt.Col. R. E. Romans, who died ol'
wounds.
In midJanuary the 23rd Battalion moved to the Fifth
Army. It trained at Alife until February there until the end
of March, including a week in the notorious town of Cassino,
itself. After a short rest at Isernia it had two periods in the
line in very rough mountain country at Terelle, and when
the Germans withdrew on 25th May the Battalion followed up
through Atina and Sora to Balsorano. Between February and
June it suffered 48 killed, 165 wounded and 2 prisoners.
The 23rd Battalion spent June training at Arce, and then
moved north to Cortona. On 20th July it took over a sector
at San Donato, and next day it advanced, following up a
German fighting
withdrawal. It was counterattacked on the
22nd and had some hard fighting, but that evening the Germans
again withdrew, and the 23rd Battalion fought its way forward
to Strada and Sambuca. At Fabbrica it met heavy opposition
and failed to take the village. On 28th July the Battalion was
again in action at Sant' Andrea, drove the enemy north and
pushed forward to the outskirts of Florence. Here the Com
manding Officer, Lt.Col. W. B. Thomas,* was wounded and
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soon rejoined. The Battalion next took over a sector on the
Arno river near Empoli until 16th August, when it withdrew
to the Siena area. During the Florence campaign it suffered
35 killed, 112 wounded and 7 prisoners.
At the end of August the 23rd Battalion moved to the
Adriatic coast and after a period in reserve went into action on
28th September south of the Fiumicino river. The Battalion
fought its way up to this river in mud and pouring rain—
perhaps the worst weather it ever had to face. Relieved from
there, it next went into the line at San Mauro, and advanced
through Gatteo, Gambettola and Ruflio before being withdrawn
on 22nd October. It went back to a training area near
Camerino. In this campaign it lost 23 killed. 70 wounded and
3 prisoners.
Late in November the 23rd Batalion went up to Forli,
and into the line near Faenza on 10th December. In an attack
on 15th December it took Celle and the ground up to the
Senio river. It stayed in the same area for three months, in
bleak wintry weather, spending a fortnight at a time in the
Senio Line and then going gack to Faenza or Forli for a rest.
Casualties from December. 1944, to February, 1945, were 21
killed. 95 wounded and 3 prisoners.
Early in March, the 23rd Battalion was again withdrawn to
Camerino to train. It went up again on 1st April to the Senio
and from 10th April took part in the final push which led the
2nd New Zealand Division north to Trieste. In this advance
the 23rd Battalion was among the first units over the Santerno,
Idice, Reno. Po, and Adige rivers. Casualties were 9 killed and
62 wounded.
The 23rd Battalion arrived in the Trieste area early in
May and stayed there for nearly three months after the German
surrender. The first month was in effect a long holiday in
perfect weather, but from midJune the Battalion was used to
man the " Morgan Line" between the British and Yugoslav
forces south of Trieste.
At the end of July it went back to Lake Trasimeno, where
its dissolution began as successive drafts of men left for New
Zealand while no reinforcements took their place. Plenty of
leave and recreation and a minimum of regimentation marked
the end of the Battalion's life, which was spent at Lake
Trasimeno until early October, and after that in barracks at
Florence. On 2nd December, 1945, the 23rd Battalion ceased
to exist, having taken part in every campaign in which the
2nd New Zealand Division was engaged. Its total casualties
were 442 killed, 1,407 wounded and 265 prisoners.
* NOTE.—Now Maj. W. B. Thomas, D.S.O., M.C., of the Royal
Hampshire Regiment. This officer was wounded and
captured at Galatas, escaped from Salonika to Greece,
rejoined the Battalion after Alamein and took part
in all its subsequent actions.


Musketry Officer : " Good Heavens, man, where are your
shots going ? "
Nervour Recruit: " I don't know, sir. They left here all
right."
a

a

a

a

a

First Cannibal : " The chief has hay fever."
Second Cannibal : " Serves him right. I told him not to
eat that grass widow."
*
a
a
*
*
Little boy (reading news item from Indonesia): "What
does it mean here by ' seasoned troops,' Dad ? "
Dad (immediately) : " Mustered by the officers and peppered
by the enemy."

EYES RIGHT S^es
If you want your Evening Wear,
Sports Wear, or in fact anything
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Maidstone & District Laundry Go., Ltd
Loose Road, Maidstone.
Telephone : Maidstone 3020
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THE QUEEN'S OWN PAST & PRESENT ASSOCIATION
CHATHAM

BRANCH

The monthly meeting, held at the Drill Hall on July 4th.
whilst not overcrowded, was interesting. Chairman Wilkms
opened the meeting at 8 p.m., welcoming a new member ol tne
Branch, Mr. F. Milway (1st Bn.), who is a Lile Member.
Apologies for absence were received from Maj. Brothers.
Messrs. Lyons, Swain, Hill, Dibley. Munchin and Munden. The
Branch regretted to learn that Maj. Brothers is again on the
sick list and that Mr. J. Munchin is in hospital, also that the
widow of " Snips" Wilderspin, who has been in hosnital lor
18 months is not imnroving. In the absence of Hon. Sec.
Dibley, on holiday. Joe Wright deputised. Minutes ol last
meeting were read and confirmed. Treasurer's report, shewing
Branch in sound position, was read and approved. The
Branch was represented at the Gillingham British Legion Com
memoration Service on July 3rd. The Chairman thanked those
who attended.
Correspondence from P. and P. Association H.Q. was read
and noted. Also invitation to Regimental " At Home" at
Shorncliffe, which owing to short notice we were unable to
accept. Several members voiced approval of the outing to
Ramsgate, June 26th, and a vote ol' thanks accorded the Outing
Committee. It was resolved that for future outings seats be
paid for by a given date. The suggestion that a Sunday outing
be arranged in September met with a ready response.
The Standard Bearer was authorised to purchase a pair of
white gauntlets.
Discussion of methods of increasing attendance at the
Branch meetings was opened by Frank Sutton (who is leaving
for Canada in September) and gave all food for thought.
Next meeting, August 8th.
G. Anchors,
Branch Correspodent.
LONDON

BRANCH

Here we are once again. We held our monthly meeting at
our Headquarters, " The SDread Eagle," Grovesnor Road,
Pimlico, London, S.W.I, on Friday, July 29th. The meeting
was very well attended considering it being the holiday season.
The first item I must mention is the illness of our long and
hardworking member, Mr. R. J. Protz; Mrs. Protz wrote to me
and informed me that her husband was very ill in hospital.
I was very shocked to hear of this because Mr. Protz has spent
a great deal of his time for the Branch. However, I paid him
a visit in hospital, which I hope bucked him up, at least a
little, and found that he was improving a little, but I was
told that it would be rather a long job. Mr. Elson, our Chair
man, has written to him. All members at the meeting wished
him a speedy recovery, so good luck, Mr. Protz, and we all
hope to see you in the very near future.
London Branch welcomed four new members on Friday,
namely, Mr. L. Remfrey, whom you all, or mostly, remember as
R.S.M. L. Remfrey, with a very large number of years' service,
all spent in " The Queen's Own
Mr. Smith, a very old mem
ber of the Regiment, also a friend of Maj. Bredon; Mr. Bellamy,
also an old member of the Regiment; last but not least, our
very old friend, no other than " Boggy" Moss—I think quite
a lot of us know him. So one and all we hope their stay with
London Branch will be long and happy.
Maj. Bredon, who was unfortunately absent from the
A.G.M., then gave a little speech regarding the Branch; he
congratulated all the members of the Committee on how they
had run the Branch; he had a special word for the Chairman,
ViceChairman and Secretary. The Chairman thanked Maj.
Bredon for what he said about the Committee.
Our Entertainment Fund made an advance owing to Mr.
Elson putting up six newlaid eggs to raffle—this brought us
in £1/0/6—which were won by Mr. Sweetman, hoping he will
not make a pig of himself, Thank you, Mr. Elson.
Now that the evenings will be drawing in we hope to
start and get some of our games and socials in hand; we hope
to play " The Eagle Hotel" their longawaited return darts
match early in September.
Subscriptions are due once again, so don't forget, those
who did not pay up last meeting can send them on to the
Secretary, or be sure and turn up at the next meeting, Friday,
August 26th, 8 p.m.. at our own Headquarters. So until then,
good luck all Branches and past and present members.
W. A. Cole.

MAIDSTONE BRANCH

The Reunion has come and gone. What memories these
functions bring up !
Among those who greeted me were old members of the
Regiment remembering incidents that occurred in nine different
countries, not forgetting my old 3rd Battaloin, Coy. " M"
The sideshows were, unfortunately, not well patronised
owing to their being placed too far away from the liquid
refreshments.
Winner of the basket of fruit: Miss Olive Butcher, with a
score of 27.
I was nleased to read the letter from Maj. Thatcher. 1
will remember the time when his father and mother were in
charge of the Depot Canteen in 1914. At that time I was Depot
C/Sgt.; perhaps Maj. Thatcher may know me ?
All members of the Branch wish those present the best
of luck and hope to see them all on many more occasions:
" Gnat."

SHORNCLIFFE AND DISTRICT

Our meeting was held on 27th July at Ross Barracks, 28
members being present, of these 24 were serving members whom
we were very pleased to welcome amongst us.
There was not much brought forward at this meeting,
only routine matters were dealt with.
The party of 19 members, wives and friends, who pro
ceeded to the Reunion at Maidstone, all voted they had a very
good time and also a very enjoyable day.
I thank all old members of the Regiment who have made
many enquiries about Mr. C. Musson. No. 3828. since we men
tioned him in the correspondence from this Branch. If any
old members would care to write to him, his address is : Mr. C.
Musson, 4. Shaftsbury Avenue, Cheriton, Folkestone, Kent; he
will he pleased to hear from any old member at any time, but
I might add, that owing to his condition he will not be able
to renly himself, but I will answer any correspondence for him.
I am sorry to say we only had four Branch members
present at our last meeting, but that is owing to holidays and
members having to work later on hotel work and taxi driving,
etc., but we are hoping to see them with us again at our next
meeting.
We congratulate our Standard Bearer, Mr. A. Shrubb, on
coming 4th in the Competition; well done, " Shrubby," we are
hoping to see you 1st in the field next year.
In closing we send our best wishes to all Branches of the
P. and P. Association and serving members; don't forget our
next meeting is at Ross Barracks, on Wednesday, 31st August,
1949, at 7.30 p.m. Cheerio.
" Sticks."
The usual monthly meeting of the above Branch for the
month of June was held in the Regimental Rest Room. Ross
Barracks, on Wednesday, 22nd June, 1949. Present : 12 Past
Members, 9 Serving Members; R.S.M. S. Stephens in the Chair.
There is nothing to record of outstanding interest in
relation to the usual business of the meeting. The usual
routine matters having been dealt with in the usual way and
correspondence having been read, those present settled down
to hear, from our Secretary, a brief account of his experiences
on the Continent during his short visit as the guest of the
Belgian War Veterans.
In my previous letter I mentioned that a Standard Party
was deputed to represent the Branch of the Association at the
official reception in connection with the visit of the Legionaires
of the Benelux Countries to Folkestone, and that Mr. Elvy had
been chosen to return with the Legionaires for the completion
of the Ceremonies they set themselves to carry out. From
the graphic description we had of the manner in which the
exservices' delegates were entertained, I am sure that if such
an occasion arose again I expect that our delegate might have
to be chosen by the casting of lots. The delegation certainly
had a wonderful time and no expense was spared by the
Legionaires to show their appreciation of having their English
opposite numbers with them.
I might mention in passing, that from the number of
times that Mr. Shrubb and Mr. Cook were hailed from amongst
the onlookers during our march from the dockside to the Leas,
there must have been a goodly number of past members watch
ing the procession who don't appear at our monthly meetings.
It would be very nice to see them on these occasions too.
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The H.C.D. Athletic Meeting, held here on Wednesday, 6th
July, gave the athletes of the 1st Battalion an opportunity of
showing their mettle and against very severe opposition by
individuals and teams from other units in the Command. They
won the chief trophy. Those of us who watched the three
mile race were delighted to see one of our team of three
secure 1st place in most convincing style. The other two mem
bers of the team kept well to the fore and the man who was
lying third gave a wonderful display by putting on a sprint in
the last fifty yards.
All are worthy of hearty congratulations in nutting up a
fine show.
cushy."
DEPTFORD AND DISTRICT BRANCH

We held a very successful social at the " Red Lion," Dept
ford, on July 13th and were pleased to welcome two old mem
bers of the Regiment, who came in to join us—Mr. Scott, late
of the 1st, 3rd and 6th Battalions of the 191418 war. and Mr.
Martin, late of the 1st Battalion, 19261936. Mr. Scott had
traced us from the " Brown Bear." our old Headquarters, and
was very elated at finding
us. " Daffer " Martin "i knew very
well in the 1st Battalion, when we were stationed in Madras
and Bangalore. Old members of Indian days between the two
wars will remember him as a shining light in old 14 Platoon,
" D " Coy., before such matters as Support Companies (M.G.)
were ever mooted. You may imagine we had a lot to talk
over, filling up the gap since last I saw him way back in 1931.
Mr. and Mrs. Kingsmill were particularly welcome, having
come up from Sutton Valence to see us and bringing for our
usual raffle a most beautiful basket of fruit as an earnest of
their gardening efforts down in sunny Kent
Mrs. Cox had to be asked if she had recently changed her
name as in the " Gazette " for July in the obituary notice for
the late Mr. Thompson she was recorded as Mrs. Case, when
she attended with Messrs. Reed and Stone. We are glad to
record that this was quite an error.
As for July 24th, that milestone in the course of the year
duly dawned as bright and sunny as it always does. We were
all up bright and early and when Johnnie Gammell and I
arrived at the " Red Lion " to join the coach about 8.10 a.m.
some old stalwarts were already there. We left about 9 a.m..
having been joined by Mr. and Mrs. Walker from Greenford, and
after stopping at Kingsdown en route enteredBarracks about
11 a.m. Most of us went to Church with our respective
Battalions and were pleased to see our new Branch Standard
duly consecrated during the service. Tribute must be paid to
our Standard Bearer, Mr. E. Jones, who nobly carried out his
duty on a very hot and trying day indeed. He certainly broke
himself in on the march through the town to Brenchley
Gardens and to All Saints' Church and back. Well done !
We were pleased to see Mr. and Mrs. Medhurst, who had already
arrived when we got in, also Mrs. Fifield after her long illness,
and Mr. and Mrs. Cox, who came down by train.
Reunion days never seem long enough, however, and we
seemed to have talked and yarned the sun down the sky all
too soon. The Band and Drums gave us a splendid performance
when they Beat Retreat and they were heartily congratulated
by everyone. " Dodo" Watts is certainly a worthy successor
to a long line of smart and efficient DrumMajors, but then of
course, he's an exBoy and that means a lot to me at any rate.
We finally climbed back aboard at 7 p.m. and after a very
happy day once more gave a farewell to Maidstone until next
year.
I regret that owing to other engagements I was unable to
record the Branch meeting held on July 30th, but hope to
say something about it next month. So cheerio all Past and
Present members until then.
" Poona Wallah."

Balances Due to Deceased Officers and
Soldiers
(Reprinted from "The London Gazettedated 1st July. 1949)
In pursuance of " The Regimental Debts Act. 1893." notice
is hereby given that there is available for distribution amongst
the nextofkin or others entitled the sum of money opposite
to the name of each of the deceased officers and soldiers named
in the lists which are published with this notice in the London
Gazette.
Applications from persons supposing themselves entitled
as nextofkin should be addressed by letter to " The Under
Secretary of State. War Office, Whitehall, London, S.W.I." and
marked outside " Effects."
War Office.
G. W. Turner.
30th June, 1949.
£ s. d.
Halliday, M. L., C.S.M.. Q.O.R.W. Kent Regt. ..
95 13 1
Marlow, A. H., Pte., Q.O.R.W. Kent Regt
42 14 9
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DENNISS PAINE & CO., LTD.
Contractors To H.M. Government

FOR ALL YOUR
IRONMONGERY
MAIDSTONE.

Tele: 2259

THE SOOTHING
PAINBELIEVING ACTION BEGINS

When pain shows itself you need swift action
—and you need safe action, too. 'ASPRO'
gives you both. 'ASPRO' works so swiftly
because it helps Nature to bring the soothing
relief you need. The pain fades gently
away to nothing and in its place comes the
feeling of peace and wellbeing. 'ASPRO'
is the safe answer to numerous pain conditions
—it dispels rheumatic and neuralgic pains ;
stops headaches in a few minutes.
Holidaymakers and week
enders find 'ASPRO' a boon—they can tear off a small su pply o!
tablets, take them anywhere and use them
at any time. 'ASPRO' is busy just now dis
pelling sunglare headaches and bringing sweet
sleep to sufferers from summer sleeplessness.
'[(( "

dotitiooAte. tme-dGHt take

GET RESULTS BY GETTING ASPRO
Sunglare Headaches Go

F. J. L. writes from Sea Point, C.P. :—" For
many years I have used 'ASPRO' and in fact
never without them. Being a sporting en
thusiast of many games and ofttimes standing
in the hot sun, headaches attack me but one to
two 'ASPRO' does the needful (and I have
never found them fail). They are splendidly
effective, and the price is within the reach
of ail."

Obtainable from
your N.A.A.F.I.
CANTEEN
Made by ASPRO LIMITED
Slough,
Bucks

ASPRO'

TELEPHONE 3838 MAIDSTONE

BENNITTS LTD
Wholesale anb IRetad {Tobacconists

6 and 63a, HIGH STREET
AND

3, MARKET STREET,
MAIDSTONE
All Orders promptly executed.
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SUBSCRIPTIONS
Paid by Banker's Order.
Mai. R. G. C. Brock. O.B.E.
Lt.Col. E. A. Sharpin.
Lt Col E. S. Kerr.
Lt.Col. E. C. Spun.
Capt. T. Y. Dobson.
Col. G. E. WingfieldStratford.
Capt. J. S. Buckland.
C.B.E.. M.C.
Capt. P. F. Haynes.
Brig.Gen. R. Style.
Capt. R. A. James.
Maj. B. J. R. Stoneham.
Brig H S. Brown. T.D., M.C.
Maj. R. C. W. Thomas, O.B.E.
Capt. G. T. Joel, M.C.
Capt. T. V. Upton.
L. Waterhouse, Esq.
Maj. P. R. H. Turner.
Lt.Col. F. K. Theobald.
Lt.Col. H. A. Waring, D.S.O.
Capt. A. E. Sivers, M.M.
Maj. H. B. H. Waring.
Lt.Col. G. E. L. Pardington,
Brig. N. I. Whitty, D.S.O.
M.B.E. T.D.
Lt.Col. L. M. C. Williams.
Lt J. H.'Potter.
Lt.Col. H. Wood, D.S.O.
Maj. V. Dover, M.C.
Maj. E. G. Woodman.
Capt. K. E. Bantock.
Lt.Col. G. P. Fawcett.
Capt. L. Maynard.
Lt.Col. P. E. O. Bryan. D.S.O.,
Maj. A. H. Taylor, M.C.
M.C.
Maj. D. J. K. Short.
Mrs. J. F. Young.
Capt. K. H. N. Cooke. M.C.
Maj. P. E. M. Shaw.
Maj. R. O. Russell, M.C.
Capt. H. E. Duff.
Maj. H. J. D. Coombe.
Capt. W. G. R. Ambrose.
Lt. Col. J. D. Stocker, M.C.
Lt.Col. H. E. Scott.
Maj. J. A. Eason.
Lt. F. Williams.
Capt. J: R. Nixon, M.C.
Col. H. D. BuchananDunlop.
Maj. C. Druce.
C.M.G., D.S.O.
Capt. T . C .BarrettArchdeacon, Maj. C. S. A. Duncan.
M.c.
Mtj G u Weymouth, M.B.E.
H. P. Johnson, Esq.
Maj. J. K. Kay, D.S.O.
Capt. N. O. DurdantHollamby. Capt. R. E. C. Cocksedge.
Mai. P. G. Holloway.
A. Paul, Esq.
Mrs. M. Isacke.
Col. R. J. WoulfeFlanagan,
Col. C. N. Watney, C.I.E., T.D.
D.S.O.
Capt. W. G. Palmer, M.B.E.
Lady L. E. Cory.
Col. H. G. JenningBramley.
Maj. J. D. Burrows, M.B.E.
Maj. P. F. WilberforceBell,
Lt.Col. R. D. Jackson.
M.C.,
B/O = paid by Banker's Order.
£ s. d.
5
0
J. S. Law
G. Carter
5 0
J. S. Watson
5 0
W. B. Richardson
5 0
Capt. N. D. Mugford
9 0
A. G. Collins
5 0
Capt. H. P. Maakestad
9 0
Lt.Col. D. H. Mothersole
9 0
S. Hann
5 0
5
0
N. L. Nicholson
P.R.I., 4/R.W.K. (April)
4 7
5
C. Sales
0
Capt. R. F. Allberry
9 0
P.R.I., 1/R.W.K. (April)
3 2 6
J. M. Wearmouth
5 0
5
0
A. B. Lamb
D. Weskett
5 9
Maj. C. A. M. Moody (3 years) .„
1 7 0
Capt. C. M. Bernard
9 0
J. G. Milbum
5 0
Lt.Col. H. P. Braithwaite, D.S.O
6 0
B. W. Shears
5 0
R. D. V. Bellingham (50 copies)
1 0 10
5
0
G. White
H. D. Skelton
5 0
E. L. Vernon
5 0
F. Harris
5 0
5
0
A. J. Couchman
Chatham Branch (April and May)
16 0
Depot. R.W.K. (April and May)
5 0
5
0
W. T. Roach
Maj. E. B. Loveless
9 0
Mrs. R. M. Keenlyside
9 0
Swaisland (24 copies)
10 0
5
0
R. H. Welton
B. C. Phillips, Esq., M.C
15 0
C. Dumbrell
5 0
5
0
W. P. E. Richie
P.R.I., 4/R.W.K. (May)
4 7
5
E. T. Spencer
0
Maj. P. ScottMartin
9 0
L. H. Budensieck
5 0
J. H. Taylor, Esq
9 0
5
0
J. Dodd

B/O = paid by Banker's Order.

£ s. d.
L. A. Mannering, Esq. B/O
' J
E. C. Osbourne, Esq. B/O
'
C. S. Clarke, Esq. B/O
9 0
Capt. W. H. O'Dell, M.M. B/O
4 6
11
Capt. I. A. Macmillan B/O
Capt. H. A. Macmillan B/O
9 0
T. G. Abell. Esq. B/O
4 6
Maj. B. A. Pond, M.B.E. B/O
9 0
i;
V. C. Abplanalp, Esq. B/O
K. S. Ellwood, Esq. B/O
' "
Lt.Col. C. H. Tarver, D.S.O. B/O
9 0
J. W. J. Groom, Esq B/O
9 0
D. P. I. Campbell, Esq. B/O
Lt.Col. A. V. McDonald, M.C. B/O
..
9 0
Maj. J1. A. Wallis B/O
9 0
H. V. H. Bothamley, Esq. B/O
9 0
E. Swift
5 0
Capt. R. H. Cale, M.C. (2 years)
18 0
J. McCarthy (2 copies)
1 0
H. Sharp
5 0
E. E. Stock
5 0
5
L. F. Keates
0
J. Hayley, M.C., D.C.M
5 0
W. Tranter
5 0
Maj. B. Dawson
9 0
P.R.I., 1/R.W.K. (May)
3 2 6
P. W. Walker
5 0
A. E. Orchard
5 0
5
J. Weatherby
0
5
H. J. Dosell
0
Lt.Col. C. R. Ingram, D.S.O. (3 years) ..170
Chatham Branch (June)
8 0
E. J. Cutbush
5 0
P.R.I., 4/R.W.K. (June)
4 7
Capt. R. S. McCleary
9 0
Maj. G. P. Dolding
9 0
Maj. P. R, G. Goddin, M.B.E
9 0
J. Woodhall
5 0
L. Turner
5 0
J. A. Goddard
5 0
Lt. J. F. De S. Lewis Barned
9 0
W. E. Wood
5 0

BURMA REUNION, 1949
ALBERT HALL, 17th JUNE, 1949
There was the usual gathering of Burma Veterans at the
Albert Hall this year and some twentyodd bods from 4/R.W.K.
turned up, with a sprinkling from 161 Ind. Inf. Bde., H.Q., and
5 Ind. Div., H.Q.
Rumour even had it that Bill King (R.S.M.—the three
B's—bless him) was seen, but he never turned up at the
Divisional bar on the ground floor, where most of us met.
" Higher formation" was represented by Dodger Green and
D'Santos and Mr. Coates (B.S.T.O.), from Bde., Dave Rogers
(" C" Coy. and later L.O.) and Capt. Chodzko, from Div.
General Mansergh was present, of course.
One forgets the names of one's old pals, but I do remember
seeing the Clinch brothers, Butch Waterman, Fred Brantigan.
Paddy Brennan without mules, Blackburn, Danny James, Vic
Macaree, a strong M.T. contingent led by Doug. Barrett and
Maurice Brett. There were many others whom I can't name—
it needed Frank Pink to reel off a few Regimental numbers as
of old. What about it next year, number 6344841 ?
Tich Infanti told me that he was indoors listening to Bill
Slim's speech on the radio at 8 p.m., but I saw him having half
a pint at 8.30, upholding the traditions of the medical section
of always being in the hottest spots; bar number four was
another hot spot !
The officers were conspicuous by their absence, and we
looked in vain for those who turned up last time, namely,
Messrs. Winstanley, Webster, Shaw, Breaden. Short, Williams
and Col. Laverty, etc.
Now, what about it next year ? Everybody was asking for
details of the next Tonbridge Reunion; can we make arrange
ments then to organize a really good party at Burma Reunion.
" Jerry Nichi Lackary."
1s5q o
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When pain shows itself you need swift action
—and you need safe action, too. 'ASPRO'
gives you both. 'ASPRO' works so swiftly
because it helps Nature to bring the soothing
relief you need. The pain fades gently
away to nothing and in its place comes the
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feeling of peace and wellbeing. 'ASPRO'
is the safe answer to numerous pain conditions
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—it dispels rheumatic and neuralgic pains ;
stops headaches in a few minutes.
Holidaymakers and week
enders find 'ASPRO' a boon—they can tear off a small supply of
tablets, take them anywhere and use them
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at any time. 'ASPRO' is busy just now dis
pelling sunglare headaches and bringing sweet
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GET RESULTS BY GETTING 'ASPRO
Sunglare Headaches Go

T. J. L. writes from Sea Point, C.P. :—"For
many years 1 have used 'ASPRO' and in fact
never without them. Being a sporting en
thusiast of many games and ofttimes standing
in the hot sun, headaches attack me but one to
two 'ASPRO' does the needful (and I have
never found them fail). They are splendidly
effective, and the price is within the reach
of all."
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"Quo Faa et Gloria Ducunt."
BATTLE HONOURS BORNE ON THE REGIMENTAL COLOUR :
The Sphinx, superscribed "Egypt."
"Vimiera," "Corunna." "Almaraz," "Vittoria," "Pyrenees." "Nive." "Orthes," "Peninsula," "Punnlar,"
"Moodkee."
"Ferozeshah." "Aliwal," "Sobraon," "Alma," "Inkerman," "Sevastopol," "Lucknow," "New Zealand," "Egypt, 1882."
"Nile, 188485," "South Africa, 190002," Afghanistan, 1919."

"Mons," "Ypres, 1914,

'15,

BATTLE HONOURS BORNE ON THE KING'S COLOUR :
'17. '18,' "Hill 60." "Somme, 1916. '18." "Vimy, 1917," "Italy, 1917, '18," "Gallipoll, 1915."
" Gaza," " Defence of Kut Al Almara," "Sharqat."

THE GREAT WAR BATTLE HONOURS—18 BATTALIONS :
"Mons" "Le Cateau." "Retreat from Mons," "Marne. 1914." "Aisne, 1914," "La Bassee, 1914," Messines, 1914, '17,"
Ypres 1914 '15 '17. 18," "Hill 60," "Gravenstavel." "St. Julien,"
"Frezenberg,"
"Loos,"
"Somme.
1916.
T8,M
"Albert 1916' '18" "Bazentin." "Delville Wood," "Pozieres," "Guillemont,"
"FlersCourcelette,"
"Morval,"
"Thlepval,"
"Le Transloy" "Ancre Heights." "Ancre, 1916. '18," Arras,"1917.
'18."
"Vimy,
1917,"
"Scarpe,
1917."
"Oppy."
"Pilckem" "Langemarck, 1917." "Menin Road." "Polygon Wood," "Broodseinde." "Passchendaele," "Cambrai, 1917, 18'
"St Quentin" "Rosieres," "Avre." Vlllers Bretonneux." "Lys," "Hazebrouck." "Kemmel," "Amiens." "Bapaume, 1918,"
"Hindenburg
Line" "Epehy," "Canal
du
Nord," "St.
Quentin
Canal."
"Courtral,"
"Selle,"
"Sambre,
"France and Flanders, 191418," "Italy, 1917, '18," "Suvla." "Landing at Suvla." "Scimitar Hill," "Gallipoll, 1915."
" R.I imn.ni "
"Egypt,
191516,"
"Gaza,"
"El Mughar," "Jerusalem." "Jericho." "Tell 'Asur," "Palestine, 1917, 18
"Defence of Kut Al Amara," "Sharqat," "Mesopotamia, 191518."

"Editorial
The Editor, at the time of going to press, is on a well
deserved holiday. We feel sure that readers of the Regi
mental Magazine will wish him a very pleasant <ime.
The social events of the year, Dinner, At Home,
Cricket, Reunion, etc., etc., have all run their course and
have left a gap to fill in our columns. We think that the
social festivities were very successful.
The Colonel of the Regiment has been to North
America and Brigadier Riddell has been acting as deputy in
his absence.
We are indebted to Lt.Col. H. W. Styles, of Rodmell
Farm, Lewes, for his very generous gift of a Sword, Slings,
and other equipment, in answer to our appeal in " The
Q.O.G."
In addition to the above, Lt.Col. Styles brought to
the Regimental Depot a quantity of his personal uniform,
some of which can be used, and some of which will be
exhibited in the Regimental Museum.
A number of congratulatory telegrams and messages
were received on the occasion of Regimental Day, 8th
September, 1949.

The Editor acknowledges with thanks receipt of the
following journals: —
The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The
Our

Dragon.
Globe and Laurel.
Tank.
Snapper.
St. George's Gazette.
R.A.O.C. Journal.
Manchester Gazette.
Sapper.
R.A.S.C. Journal.
Wire.
K.S.L.I. and Herefordshire L.I.
British Legion Journal.
Empire.

NOTICE
A Rally of 44th Old Comrades, prior to the Alamein
Reunion will take place at Duke of York's H.Q., Chelsea,
between 17.00 and 18,30 hours.
Tickets 3/6 each may be obtained from The Adjutant,
257 (H.C.) Fd. Regt., R.A. (T.A.), Drill Hall, Church Street,
Brighton.
Cheques and Postal Orders to accompany
applications.
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Social and Personal

Promotions and Appointments

We have heard from Lt.Col. H. D. Chaplin, who informs
us that: " I got to the U.K. 011 18th August, in ' Dilwara,' from
Singapore, having left Sumatra on 23rd June.
" I am at present in Millbank Hospital, having some pieces
of lead removed from my foot. My other wounds are causing
no trouble ... I hope to visit the Depot soon . . ."

REGULAR ARMY
Capt. (W.S. Maj.) R. C. W. Thomas (63722) to be Maj..
28th August, 1949.
MEMORANDA
The undermentioned Maj. to be Lt.Col. on the Employed
List, 12th April, 1949:—
(W.S. Lt.Col.) S. F. Saville (12819) from R.W.K.
SHORT SERVICE COMMISSIONS
W.S. Capt. (Qr.Mr.) E. S. Cook (350431) to be Capt.
(Qr.Mr.), 26th July, 1949.
W.S. Lt. H. T. D. Groom (269552) from R.W.K. Emerg.
Commn., to be Lt. Paymr., 1st August. 1949.
Lt. L. A. Douris (135708) to be Capt., 1st January, 1949.
Lt. E. A. Evans (262172) to be Capt., 5th February. 1949.
Lt. B. G. Wilcox (375977) to be Capt.. 29th December, 1947.
EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS
Lt. G. H. Beaton (373011) relinquishes his Commn. 25th
July. 1949, on enlistment in ranks (R.A.F.).
22076769 Cadet George Naismith Bowden (400653) to be
2nd Lt., 28th May, 1949.
22091785 Cadet Robin Montague Priday (403176) to be
2nd Lt.. 2nd July, 1949.
The undermentioned Offr. Cadets from R.M.A., Sandhurst,
to be 2nd Lts., 14th July, 1949, with seniority 14th July, 1949:—
Karl Saxon Beale (403616).
John Peter Langhorne (403515).
REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS
Capt. Bt.Maj. (W.S. Maj.) C. S. Durtnell, O.B.E. (20242).
having exceeded the age limit of liability to recall, ceases to
belong to the Res. of Offrs., 4th August, 1949, and is granted
the hon. rank of Lt.Col.
2nd Lt. J. M. Greenland (387664) relinquishes his Commn.,
4th July, 1949, on enlistment in the R.A.F.
Lt. (W.S. Maj.) T. W. E. Blanch (49289). having attained
the age limit of liability to recall, ceases to belong to the
Res. of Offrs., 1st June, 1949, and is granted the hon. rank
of Lt.Col.
Lt. (W.S. Capt.) P. G. Holloway (103576), from Supp. Res.
of Offrs., to be Capt., 2nd September, 1949, and is granted the
hon. rank of Maj.
TERRITORIAL ARMY
Maj. (Hon. Lt.Col.) C. W. Clout. M.B.E., T.D. (88832).
having exceeded the age limit, retires 1st September, 1948, and
retains the rank of Lt.Col.

*

*

»

*

Col. W. V. Palmer informs us that he intends to holiday
abroad for about three weeks on 28th September. We wish
him a pleasant holiday.
*
s
*
*
Capt. W. Palmer, M.B.E., who has been on leave in England,
has now left to resume his duties as Staff Captain, 52nd
Brigade, Baluchistan, Pakistan.
*

*

*

*

Col. and Mrs. Basil L. Clay have taken up residence at 52,
Yale Court, Honeybourne Road, N.W.6.
*

*

*

*

Maj. and Mrs. Basil Dawson have changed their address
and now reside at Stone House, Stone, Aylesbury, Bucks.
*
*
*
*
We hear that Lt.Col. P. H. Macklin, O.B.E., has returned
to the U.K. from Austria and that he is living at White
Wood Corner, Everton, Sandy, Beds.
*

-

»

*

Maj. P. R. H. Turner is now home from the UiS.A.
paid a visit to the Depot on 5th September.
*

*

*

He

*

We note from H.C.T.B. Orders that Capt. H. W. Clarke has
returned from B.A.O.R.
*

*

*

*

Capt. D. H. St. Croix writes from the Officers' Ward, Mili
tary Hospital, Tidworth, notifying change of his permanent
address. We extend to him our good wishes and hope he will
soon recover from his accident.
»





»

Maj. R. E. Moss has notified his address as 2nd Bn., The
King's African Rifles, Zomba, Nyasaland.
*

A

*

Maj. R. Love has taken up residence at White Cottage,
Rock Road, Maidstone.
Capt. W. W. Stitt. looking well tanned, lias just returned
from a holiday in Scotland.
ExSgt. Rapley (17556) paid a visit to the Depot on 1st
September.
Capt. R. J. C. Kenny, in a letter from Wellington, New
Zealand, writes :
" This is indeed a small world. I arrived in New Zealand
on April 5th this year, and quite by accident I ran into Dennis
Talbot, who was living only a few hundred yards from the
private hotel I was lodging at, and as you can imagine, I had
an opportunity of asking him all about the old Regiment,
especially about the 1st and 2nd Battalions . . ."
*
S
*
*
Finally, we welcome the return of Maj. Keenlyside from
his leave.

EYES RIGHT ^ E s
If you want your Evening Wear,
Sports Wear, or in fact anything
Laundered expertly, send to the

Maidstone & District Laundry Go., Ltd.
Loose Road, Maidstone.
Telephone :

Maidstone 3020

The following are awarded the Efficiency Medal (Terri
torial) :—
Lt. (Hon. Capt.) S. P. A. Bray (156661).
Lt. 1 now T.Maj.) D. F. Easten, M.C. (113515) (now R.A.S.C.).

+

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & DEATHS
BIRTHS

MAN WARING.—On August 14th, 1949, at Tonbridge Nursing
Home, to Mona (nee Alcock), wife of Herbert G. Manwaring,
a son—Christopher George.
WESTERN.—On August 31st, 1949. at St. Anne's Nursing Home,
Headington, Oxford, to Pamela (nee Petrides), wife of
Brig. E. W. D. Western, a son.
MARRIAGES

WINSTANLEY—MILLER.—On August 27th, 1949 at St.
Joseph's. Dorking, Jeffery Thomas, son of the late Capt.
J. B. Winstanley, Little Priors, Cowden, Kent, to Elizabetn
Ann Kelson, elder daughter of Dr. and Mrs. R. M. Miller,
Boreham House, Rudgwick, Sussex.
PENNELLS—STOREY.—At the church of St. Peter and St.
Paul, Seal, 011 Saturday, 3rd September, 1949, Mr. Donovan
Pennells, of Riverhead, to Miss Joy Storey, of Sevenoaks.
ENGAGEMENT

The engagement is announced between Ronald Galloway, son
of Lt.Col. and Mrs. H. W. B. Green, of Salisbury, Southern
Rhodesia, and Priscilia Margaret, daughter of Brig, and
Mrs. N. I. Whitty, of Borrowdale, Salisbury, Southern
Rhodesia.
We offer our congratulations to all the above.

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE
REGIMENTAL

One of the most pleasing features of the summer has been
the very successful season that has been had by the Regi
mental cricket team. The year has also been noteworthy for
three special features : Firstly, the revival of the Annual
Cricket Week at the Depot, Maidstone; secondly, the team won
all their three matches and suffered no defeats; while thirdly,
the eleven scored 341 runs against the Band of Brothers, which
it is believed, is the highest score that has ever been made
by our side in the history of the Regiment.
The first match of the season was to have been against
the Mote C.C. at the end of May, but unfortunately, due to
heavy rain, the game had to be abandoned without a ball
being bowled. However, we were more fortunate on 1st June,
when we travelled to Guildford to play The Queen's Royal
Regiment in their Annual Cricket Week, and gained a con
vincing victory by 104 runs. Batting first on a wet wicket,
the Regiment made a poor start, losing half their wickets for
61 runs, and not until Maj. Thomas and Lt. Clarke came
together was the situation improved. Maj. Thomas was
fortunate to be badly dropped soon after he came in, but after
this ascape he hit merrily, and with Lt. Clarke batting
extremely well, the pair added 75 for the 6th wicket, before
Maj. Thomas played on. Lt. Clarke carried his bat for an
extremely good 61 not out and he will certainly be a great
acquisition to our Regimental side in the years to come. The
Queen's made a good start to their innings and 40 was soon
on the board for only one wicket, but then Lt.Col. Defrates
and Capt. Catley found a length and, well supported in the
field, The Queen's collapsed and were all out for 78, leaving
" The Queen's Own " winners for the second year in succession
in this match.
The Regimental Week began at Maidstone on 27th July
with a twoday match against the Buffs, and it was indeed
very pleasant to be playing once again on the old Depot
ground which has in past years seen so many of our Regi
mental Cricket Weeks. " The Queen's Own " won the toss, but
remembering how the Depot wicket has always been difficult
before lunch, we elected to field first.
The Buffs made a
reasonably good start and 50 was on the board for 2 wickets,
but then Lt.Col. Scott and Lt. Goodwin found a length, and
wickets began to fall rapidly, and eventually the visitors were!
all out for 131. Lt.Col. Scott is to be congratulated on return
ing the very fine analysis of 7 wickets for 33 runs in 18 overs,
while Lt. Goodwin maintained a steady length with his slow
bowling to obtain 2 wickets for 57. Lt. Abell and Lt. Clarke
put on 32 for the first
wicket, when " The Queen's Own"
batted, but then three wickets fell quickly, causing some
concern. At this time Maj. Thomas then joined Lt. Abell,
and slowly the pair pulled the game round with a partner
ship of 53 before Lt. Abell was caught, after playing a very
valuable innings. The Buffs' score was passed with 8 wickets
down and thanks to a cheerful last wicket partnership of 5o
between Lt. Davies and C.S.M. Farrington, our total eventually
reached 190. Batting again on the second day. The Buffs fared
very little better in their second innings against good bowling,
once again by Lt.Col. Scott and Lt. Goodwin, and eventually
" The Queen's Own ' were set only 93 to win, which was soon
knocked off by some big hitting by Brig. Saville and Lt.Col.
Scott, and some useful snicking by Maj. Thomas.
The second match in our Regimental Week was against
the Band of Brothers, captained by V. Collins, and on the
arrival of our opponents It was realised that we should have
to be at our best to defeat his side. At the same time, our
eleven was considerably strengthened with Lt.Col. Defrates
and Capt. Phillips to play for us. Once again we won the toss
and elected to field, and with the wicket playing far from
easily before lunch, we soon had our opponents in difficulty
in the face of extremely hostile bowling by Lt.Col. Scott and
a variety of spinners from Lt.Col. Defrates. The former
eventually returned the fine analysis of 5 for 50. while the
latter took 3 for 29 and, except for Joynson and Vere Collins,
none of our opponents played either of these bowlers with
any real confidence. " The Queen's Own" beginning their
innings at three o'clock, facing a total of only 115, soon lost
two wickets for 2.4. but Capt. Phillips improved the situation
somewhat with a beautiful hardhitting innings of 21 before
he was bowled. With the score at 49 for 3, Lt.Col. Defrates
then joined Lt. Abell and in the next oneandahalf hours,
by really wonderful batting, this pair took part in a partner
ship of 185, raising the score to 234 before Lt.Col. Defrates
was caught for a magnificent 115. which included no less than
two sixes, a five, and seventeen fours. Seldom has anyone
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hit the ball harder on the Depot ground and It is no exaggera
tion to say that by the end of his innings the bowling of our
opponents was completely demoralised. Everyone was sorry
to see Lt. Abell just miss scoring his first
century for the
Regiment and throughout his long innings, he watched the
ball extremely closely without failing to take every opportunity
to punish any loose ball. Giving only one chance, he hit
eleven fours in a very good innings. After the dismissal of
Lt. Abell, the remaining batsmen of the Regiment scored
quickly during the last half an hour, allowing us to declare
at the end of the day with a score of 341, which, it is believed,
is the highest score ever made by the Regiment in a single
innings.
On the second day, the Band of Brothers began their
second innings faciilg a huge deficit of 226 runs, and many
people Imagined the match might well be over early in the
afternoon. However, events turned out very differently, as
batting steadily all the morning, at lunch our opponents had
scored 140 for 4 wickets, with Anson and Johnstone well set.
After lunch the feature of the cricket was a great bowling
duel between Lt.Col. Defrates and these two batsmen, and it
was not until they had added 87 that Lt.Col. Defrates was
successful in getting Anson l.b.w. for a very fine 73. For the
remainder of the afternoon runs continued to come steadily,
with wickets falling at fairly regular intervals, and it was with
a certain amount of relief that " The Queen's Own " returned
eventually to the pavilion, soon alter five o'clock with our
opponents all out for the fine total of 289, leaving us 64 to
win with just under oneandahalf hours to complete this
task.
The Regiment made a good start with 25 runs soon on
the board without loss, but at this stage a series of disasters
suddenly overtook us. With the pitch beginning to become
difficult, wicket after wicket fell rapidly ari3 in the short
space of half an hour, we found ourselves still 13 runs behind
and only 3 wickets to fall—a very serious situation indeed. Ax,
this stage Majs. Thomas and Price came together, and
eventually aided by a certain amount of good fortune and by
quick running, this pair knocked off the runs we needed,
leaving us victorious by 3 wickets, after a really fine match.
And so we ended our first
Cricket Week at the Depot
since the war, and it would be invidious to conclude without
congratulating Maj. C. H. Keenlyside. the Depot Staff and
exC.S.M. Bird, the groundsman, on the very excellent arrange
ments that had been made for the week, all of which worked
without a single hitch. Another memory of the week that will
always remain, was the very pleasant sight of seeing Col.
Hancock still playing and making runs for the Regiment.
How many years he has now played for the Regiment no one—
not even himself—seems to know. Finally it is unlikely that
the Depot ground will ever see a finer fielding
display than
that given by Capt. B. Phillips in the second match. There
can indeed be few finer fielders
anywhere in England. Among
those who watched the cricket during the week were Maj.Gen.
W. P. Oliver (Colonel of the Regiment), Lt.Col. A. A. Eason,
Mrs. Saville, Mrs. and Miss Howlett, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas,
Maj. and Mrs. Mines, Mrs. Keenlyside and Capt. and Mrs.
Faulkner. On three days the Regimental Band, under Band
master Jackson, played during lunch and tea.
Full scores of the matches, including the match versus
The Queen's Royal Regiment, played at Guildford, together
with the Regimental averages for 1949 are given below :
"THE QUEEN'S OWN v. BUFFS
(Won by 7 wickets.)
THE BUFFS

Capt. Watts, c. Farrington, b. Scott
A. Day, c. Abell, b. Eighteen
Maj. Majendie, l.b.w., b. Goodwin
C. T. West, c. and b. Scott
Maj. Wills, b. Scott
Lt.Col. Parry, b. Scott
Rev. A. Sugden, c. Thomas, b. Goodwin ....
A. Jackson, b. Scott
Capt. Mcdonald, b. Scott
Capt. Blaxland, c. Clarke, b. Scott
Capt. Cox, not out
Extras
Total

8
5
16
16
24
4
9
0
13
18
1
17
131

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE
BAND OF BROTHERS

" THE QUEEN'S OWN "

Lt. C. Clarke, l.b.w., b. Mcdonald
Lt. Abell, c. Blaxland, b. Cox
Maj. Keenlyside, b.' MacDonald
Brig. G. Saville. c. Jackson, b. Wills
Maj. R. C. W. Thomas, l.b.w., b. Cox
Lt.Col. H. E. Scott, b. Cox
Lt. P. J. Goodwin, b. West
Lt. P. Lovell, b. West
Pte. Eighteen, b. Wills
C.S.M. F. Farrington, not out
Lt. B. A. Davies, run out .. .\
Extras
Total

13
43
1
0
36
3
15
7
7
21
21
23
190

THE BUFFS

Capt. Watts, l.b.w., b. Scott
A. Day, l.b.w., b. Scott
Maj. Majendie, b. Goodwin
C. West, b. Goodwin
Maj. Wills, l.b.w., b. Scott
Lt.Col. Parry, st. Thomas, b. Saville
Rev. Sugden, run out
A. Jackson, b. Scott
Capt. MacDonald. b. Goodwin
Capt. Blaxland, b. Goodwin
Capt. Cox, not out
Extras
Total

5
6
28
11
1
12
9
31
1
15
13
15
147

" THE QUEEN'S OWN "

Lt. C. Clarke, b. West
Lt. T. Abell, retired hurt
Maj. C. Keenlyside, l.b.w., b. West
Brig. G. Saville. b. Majendie
Maj. R. C. W. Thomas, not out
Lt.Col. H. E. Scott, not out
Extras
Total (for 3 wickets)

17
4
6
24
17
18
7
93

C. A. Collard, b. Defrates
C. West, b. Price
J. W. Anson, l.b.w., b. Defrates
W. R. H. Joynson, b. Price
V. Collins, b. Sc.ott
A. C. Johnstone, c. Lovell, b. Goodwin
C. I. A. Matheson, b. Price
D. W. Walters, l.b.w., b. Goodwin
J. C. H. Troughton, b. Goodwin
G. W. H. Howlett, c. Thomas, b. Price
M. J. Bickmore, not out
Extras

25
4
73
12
12
84
0
21
10
3
11
34

Total

289
" THE QUEEN'S OWN "

Lt. C. Clarke, l.b.w., b. Anson
Lt. T. Abell, c. Howlett, b. Bickmore
Capt. B. Phillips, b. Anson
Maj. Keenlyside, b. Bickmore
Col. H. Hancock, b. Anson
Lt.Col. Scott, c. Johnstone, b. Anson
Lt.Col. Defrates, b. Bickmore
Maj. R. C. W. Thomas, not out
Pte. Price, J., not out
Extras

9
7
4
8
5
2
2
5
7

15

Total (for 7 wickets)

64

" THE QUEEN'S OWN " v. QUEEN'S ROYAL REGIMENT
(Won by 104 runs)
" THE QUEEN'S OWN "

Lt.Col. G. Defrates, b. Savage
Lt.Col. P. Crook, c. Upton, b. Savage
Maj. C. Keenlyside, c. Upton, b. Savage
Lt.Col. H. E. Scott, b. Savage
Lt. C. Clarke, not out
Pte. Batts, C„ b. Savage
Maj. R. C. W. Thomas, b. Savage
Capt. G. Catley, b. Pankhurst
Lt. C. Ellwood. run out
Cpl. A. Brown, l.b.w., b. Pankhurst
Lt. K. Dodson, c. Sharpe, b. Pankhurst
Extras

...

Total
" THE QUEEN'S OWN" v. BAND OF BROTHERS
(Won by 3 wickets)
BAND OF BROTHERS

J. W. Anson, b. Scott
C. West, b. Price
A. C. Johnstone, b. Price
W. R. H. Joynson, b. Defrates
J. C. H. Troughton, b. Defrates
V. Collins, not out
C. I. A. Matheson, c. Scott, b. Defrates
D. W. Walters, c. Thomas, b. Scott
G. H. W. Howlett, b. Scott
M. J. Bickmore, b. Scott
C. A. Collard, b. Scott
Extras
Total

0
3
6
32
0
38
0
7
0
3
9
17
115

" THE QUEEN'S OWN "

Lt. C. Clarke, b. Bickmore
Lt. T. Abell, b .Anson
Maj. C. H. Keenlyside, c. Anson, b. Johnstone
Capt. B. Phillips, b. Bickmore
Lt.Col. G. Defrates, c. Bickmore, b. Collard . .
Lt.Col. H. E. Scott, c. West, b. Collins
Maj. R. C. W. Thomas, not out
Pte. Price, J., b. Bickmore
Col. H. Hancock, l.b.w., b. Johnstone
Lt. P. Goodwin, not out
Lt. F. Lovell did not bat.
Extras
Total (for 8 wickets dec.)

9
89
0
21
115
21
22
11
17
5
31
341

14
2
17
8
61
1
38
0
10
0
9
22
182

THE QUEEN'S ROYAL REGIMENT

Jennings, c. Brown, b. Catley
Mans, b. Defrates
Lowry, c. Brown, b. Defrates
Savage, c. and b. Defrates
Langford, c. Thomas, b. Catley
Block, not out
Bishop, c. Clarke, b. Defrates
Symes, b. Catley
Shorn, b. Crook
Pankhurst, b. Brown
Upton, b. Catley
Extras
Total

0
24
20
6
0

14
0

"* /

9

0
0
0

5
78

REGIMENTAL BATTING AVERAGES
(3 innings or more)
Not
Highest
Inns. out. Runs. Inns. Average.
Maj. R. C. W. Thomas .. 5
3
118
38
59.00
Lt. T. Abell
4
1
143
89
47.66
Lt.Col. G. Defrates
3
0
131
115
43.66
Lt. C. Clarke
5
1
109
61 nt. 27.25
Lt.Col. H. E. Scott
5
1
52
21 nt. 13.00
Maj. C. H. Keenlyside .... 5
0
32
17
6.40
REGIMENTAL BOWLING AVERAGES
(20 over or more)
Overs. Maidens. Runs. WJcts. Average.
Pte. Price, J
27.2
5
74
6
12.33
Lt. P. Goodwin
42
10
126
9
14.00
Lt.Col. H. E. Scott
84
23
240
17
14.11
Lt.Col. G. Defrates
58
14
136
9
15.11
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On Wednesday, the 17th
of August, 1949, we were
honoured by a visit from
Brigadier T. F. V. Foster,
C.B.E., M.C., who is Colonel
of the Royal Sussex Regiment.
Intake number 258 (" C "
Training Company) had their
passing out parade on the
afternoon of Wednesday, 17th
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inspected by their
Colonel, who presented the
Cup and Certificates to No. 9
Platoon, commanded by Sgt.
Clemens, as winning Platoon.
Medals were also pre
sented to Pte. Craggs as best
o t in the Company and to
t0
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be

Chaperlln as tiie runner"
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physical fitness of the men,
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The Company was under
the command of their new
Company Commander, Maj.
97?" Fool!—
W. T. Woodruffe, M.C., The
Royal Sussex Regiment, lt
was gratifying for Maj. Woodruffe that his first Passingout
Parade should have been taken by the Colonel of his own
Regiment.
After the inspection, the Company marched past in
column of Platoons and Brigadier Foster took the salute.
The Company then marched to the Garrison Church, where
they joined their friends and relations who had come down to
watch the parade. After a short dedication service, taken by
the Senior Chaplain, Padre Leadbeater, the men of the Com
pany and their friends and relations repaired to the N.A.A.F.I.
where an excellent tea, organized by Lt. Clarke, the acting
SecondinCommand. awaited them; 165 sat down to tea.
Brigadier Foster, in the meantime, visited the combined
Royal Sussex and Middlesex Regimental Room in " C " Company
Lines, where he met ColourSgt. Murphy and Sgt. Wray, both of
the Royal Sussex Regiment, and both of whom had served with
him in India where he was SecondinCommand of the Royal
Sussex Regiment between 1930 and 1933. Oddly enough, the
C.O. at that time was Lt.Col. J. S. Woodruffe, D.S.O., O.B.E.,
Maj. Woodruffe's uncle.
Brigadier Foster was entertained at tea by Mrs. Fyler and
Mrs. Woodruffe. Maj. Fyler, who was acting C.O. in the absence
of Lt.Col. Martyn, had accompanied Brigadier Foster through
out the Parade.
BATTALION SWIMMING SPORTS
The Battalion Swimming Sports took place at Folkestone
Swimming Pool on Tuesday, 12th July, 1949. The event was a
popular one and well supported not only by members of the
Battalion and their families, but also by a considerable num
ber of civilian spectators.
Although " D " and " 2 " Companies had the greater part of
their Companies away at the docks, both managed to enter a
full team. " 2" Company are to be congratulated on pro
ducing a strong team, which was leading on points right up
to the last event—the Company Relay. All the " 2" Company
swimmers entered for the Relay had been swimming in other
events and this had had its effect. The Company came seventh
in this event, losing its first place in the final positions to
" C " Company.

161

Battalions :
Lfc E11wood, "E" Company, set up a new Home. Counties
plunging record with a good plunge of 62ft. 9ins. He was,
however, some 24ft. outside the Army record.
Mrs. Martyn afterwards presented the prizes.

RESULTS
Full results were : —
400 metres free style: 1, L/Cpl. Currid (H.Q. " Y"); 2,
Pte. Hardman ("E"); 3, Sgt. Southern ("B"); 8mins. 36secs.
W.R.A.C. 50 metres breast stroke : 1, C.S.M. Stuttard; 2, Pte.
Walker. 3. Pte. McLeod; 1min. 2secs.
Boys' 100 metres free style: 1, Boy Bloomfield; 2, Boy
Cloke; 1min. 49secs. Plunging: 1. Lt. Ellwood (" E"); 2.
Drum/Major Watts (H.Q. " X") and Sgt. Dunning (" 2 ")
tied; 62ft. 9ins. 100 metres free style : 1, Pte. Dixon (H.Q.
"Y"); 2, Pte. Sawyer (" C"); 3, Pte. Palmer ("B"); 1min.
20secs.
W.R.A.C. 50 metres free style: 1, J/Comd. Shaw; 2, Pte.
Embry; 3, C.S.M. Stuttard; 43.4secs. Diving: springboard—
1. Pte. Pryor (" C"); 2. Capt. Macmillan ("2"); 3, Bdsm.
McGowan (H.Q. "X"); firmboard—1,
Pte. Hardman ("E");
2. Pte. Pryor (" C "); 3. Bdsm. McGowan (H.Q. "X"). W.R.A.C.
50 metres backsroke : 1. J/Comd. Shaw; 2, Pte. McLeod; 3,
Sgt. Scubry.
W.R.A.C. diving : springboard—1, C.S.M. Stuttard; 2. Pte.
Walker; 3, Sgt. Emry; firmboard—1,
Pte. Walker; 2, Sgt. Emry;
3. Pte. McLeod. 100 metres backstroke : 1, Pte. Dixon (H.Q.
"Y"); 2. Pte. Willis ("A"); 3. Pte. Sawyer (" C ") and Bdsm.
Rickard (H.Q. " X ") tied; 1min. 45secs.
200 metres free stvle : 1, Capt. Macmillan (" 2 "); 2. L/Cpl.
Currid (H.Q. "Y"); 3. Pte. Eyland (" D"); 3mins. 50secs.
100 metres breast stroke: 1, Pte. Tyro ("D'j; 2, Pte. Ryan
("2"); 3, Pte. Farmer ("B'j; 1min. 48secs.
InterCompany relay : 1, " C " Coy.; 2, " A " Coy.; 3, H.Q.
" X " ; 4mins.
Final Company positions : 1, " C," 50 points; 2, " 2." 471;
3, H.Q. "Y," 46; 4. H.Q. "X." 44; 5, "A," 41; 6. " D," 33;
7, " E," 31; 8. " B," 29.
A photograph of the Battalion Swimming team will be
found elsewhere in this issue.
The Battalion then went on to win the Home Counties
District Team Championships on 27th July, at Folkestone
Swimming Pool. The District Swimming Championship Cup
was presented to the Bn. Team Captain. Capt. I. A. Macmillan,
by Maj.Gen. P. G. S. Gregson Ellis, C.B., O.B.E., Commander
Home Counties District.
DISTRICT RIFLE MEETING
The Home Counties District and 44 Div. T.A. Rifle Meeting
was held at Hythe Ranges on Saturday, 6th and Sunday, 7th
August, 1949.
A most enjoyable weekend was spent by competitors and
spectators alike, numerous sideshows and the excellent mess
ing arrangements contributing towards the popularity and suc
cess of the meeting.
The team championship was decided by the sum of the
individual scores obtained by members of the team in the
H.C.D. Individual Championship and in this combined event,
88 members of the Battalion, making eight teams, were entered.
The team championship was won by 14 Comd. Workshops,
R.E.M.E., with a score of 636, while Battalion team placings
and scores were ; 3rd, No. 2 Team, 587; 7th, No. 3 Team, 521;
10th, No. 1 Team, 520: 19th, No. 5 Team, 444; 28th, No. 4 Team.
388; 29th, No. 7 Team, 385; 30th, No. 1 Team, 377; 31st, No. 6
Team, 376; 33rd, No. 8 Team,. 358.
The individual title was won with a score of 108 out of a
possible 120. Members of the Bn., who were in the first 90,
obtained the following scores and placings : 4th, C.S.M. Kettle,
103; 10th, Sgt. Boorer, 96; 14th. Maj. Chapman, 94; 18th,
C.S.M. Benn, 92; 23rd, C/Sgt. Miller and Sgt. Bidmead, 89;
34th, Sgt. Young, 86; 38th, Sgt. Southern and C.S.M. Swanson,
84; 64th, Lt. Clarke, 80; 70th, 2/Lt. Fletcher and Cpl. Farrow,
79; 75th, C/Sgt. King, 78; 80th, Lt.Col. Tarver, 77.
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Prizes were awarded to the competitiors obtaining the
highest score in their class for each practice, competitors being
divided up as follows: Officers and Sgts. Class A. R. and P.
with over 18 months' service, Class B. R. and F. with under
18 months' service, Class C. The following members of the
Battalion received prizes :—
Practice 1 (Grouping) : Class A, Maj. Chapman, C.S.M.
Benn, Sgt. Boorer, Capt. Upton and Sgt. Neal; Class
B, Pte. Benstead.
Practice 2 (Snapshooting) : Class B, Cpl. Farrow.
Practice 3 (Application) : Class A, C.S.M. Kettle, Sgt.
Boorer; Class B, L/Cpl. Barr.
Practice 4 (Rapid) : Class A, Sgt. Young.
A team from the Sgts'. Mess Rifle Club represented the
Battalion in the InterUnit Falling Plate Knockout Com
petition. They beat the 4 Bn. in the first round and were
unlucky to lose by a narrow margin to 14 Comd. Workshops.
R.E.M.E., in the second round. This team went on to win
the Competition comfortably.
CRICKET
Cricket goes on in spasms ol usrprising defeats and some
what more surprising victories.
This is not to disparage the ability of our players, but
rather to acquit ourselves of the continual charge of being
absent from our duties. In fact, of course, the virtuous
cricketers give up so much time to the game that one cross
and senior officer asked the correspondent to let him know
when a cricket match was not being played, so that training
could be carried on in between, as it were.
Results:
1 R.W.K. 21, Chinghopper 71—lost.
1 R.W.K. 80, Sutton Valence 98—lost.
1 R.W.K. 95, 36 Army Engr. Regt. 95— tie.
1 R.W.K. 79 for 6, Kent County Constabulary 50—won.
1 R.W.K. 72, Sutton (Middlesex) 93—lost.
1 R.W.K. 127, St. Lawrence 210 for 8—lost.
1 R.W.K. 181, Deal 128—won.
1 R.W.K. 33, Old Suttonians 162 for 7—lost.
1 R.W.K. 36, Birchington 137—lost.
1 R.W.K. 107 for 7, Caxton House 79—won.

PERSONAL
Maj. W. Grimshaw, who has been a leading member ol
the Battalion Rifle team, has now left us and is on leave await
ing posting overseas. We all join in wishing him the best of
luck and wish to express our appreciation of the hard work
he has done in connection with the Rifle team.
*

*

*

*

Maj. R. C. W. Thomas is also on leave and will be leaving
us shortly to take up a new appointment overseas. His
enthusiastic support for the Battalion cricket and hockey teams
will be sadly missed.
*

«

»

*

We offer our congratulations to Maj. F. W. B. Abrams and
Capt. L. A. Mannering on their recent promotions.
*

*

We congratulate Lt.Col.
Wilson on the birth of a son.
»

*

»

*

Eric Wilson,
»

V.C.,

and

Mrs.

*

We were very pleased to receive a visit this month from
Lt.Col. E. A. Sharpin.


*

»

*

Heartiest congratulations to Capt. and Mrs. I. A. Macmillan
on the birth of a daughter—Sylvia Mary.
*

*

*

*

We welcome Lt. B. G. J. French, of The Buffs, to " D "
Company.
*



*

#

We heartily congratulate C/Sgt. Miller and Mrs. Miller on
the birth of a daughter.
*

*

«

*

Hearty congratulations to C.S.M.I. Underwood and Mrs.
Underwood and to L/Cpl. and Mrs. Dickson on their recent
marriage.
*

*

*

#

We congratulate Sgt. Watts ("D" Company), on his recent
marriage.
*

*

*

*

L/Cpl. and Mrs. South are to be congratulated on the
birth of a son (Paul), and Bdsm. and Mrs. Hoyle a son (John).
*
*
*
*
We congratulate L/Cpl. Sillet on his recent appointment
as an N.C.O. on the Permanent Cadre.

Lambert Weston, Folkestone.
The Bn. Swimming Team, 1949, after winning the Home Counties District Cup.
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" A " Training Company

"C" Training Company

The PassingOut Parade was held on 27th July, 1949, and
the G.O.C., H.C. District, inspected the parade and afterwards
took the salute at the March Past.
It was an ideal day for the parade, and about 150 relatives
and friends of the Coy. attended. After the parade there was
a Church Service in the Garrison Church, and then a tea in
Moore N.A.A.F.I.
This was the first PassingOut Parade taken by our new
Coy. Comd., and the Coy. had the pleasure of meeting Mrs.
ArmstrongMacDonnell.
No. 1 PI. was the winner of the InterPlatoon Competition
(Comd. 2/Lt. Burgess), a photo of which appears below.

We are at present in the throes of a double intake, and
work continues at high pressure as a result. The old intake
are passing out on 18th August, when we hope life will become
normal once more. Our C.Q.M.S. is at least refreshed after a
period of leave.
We were sorry to say farewell to our Coy. Commander.
Maj. "Twink" Gwilliam, who has now become Unit Administra
tion Officer. We wish him the best of luck and thank him for
his good work within the Coy. for the past five months. At
the same time we welcome our new Commander, Maj. W. T.
Woodruffe, M.C., who has joined us from No. 2 Coy., and we
hope his stay will be a long and happy one.
The Coy. has been doing well in sport. Our cricket team
gave a strong H.Q. Coy. team a few shocks, and thanks to some
good fielding
and an excellent innings by Cpl. Norris, who
made 59, we were only beaten by a few runs.
After winning the Unit Swimming Championships, two of
the Coy. team represented the Unit in the District Champion
ships, Pte. Sawyer as a swimmer and Pte. Pryer as a diver.
Both put up a good performance.
Lt. Clarxe and Sgt. Clemens both represented the District
in an athletics match against Nore Command at Chatham, and
in the Command Championships Sgt. Clemens won the three
miles and Lt. Clarke was third in the mile.
Capt. Woodman, M.C., our 2 i/c„ has just departed on a
wellearned leave and will be away for four weeks, as he is
attending a FireFighting Course before returning. May the
weather remain fine for him.
Lt. Clarke has at last been "brought to bay," and doubtless
finds his duties as acting 2 i/c. a change from cricket and
running.
Lt. Runacres is still with us and now hopes for a Platoon
Weapons Course some time in September.
2/Lt. Norton is at present on leave after attending a Civil
Defence Couise In Hythe. We learn that he spends much of
his time in the company of horses, and we hope to receive
further information straight from the horse's mouth shortly.
C.S.M. Kettle can still show us how to shoot and was
placed fourth in the District Rifle Meeting, only five points
behind the winner. He could be heard bemoaning that elusive
£5 for several days afterwards. (If only he hadn't had a jam
in the rapid!)

General

Training

The Coy., having had a pleasant Bank Holiday leave, is
now settling down to some serious work, and training is going
very well. There is a general air of activity and preparation
throughout the Coy. as its members prepare for the forth
coming G.O.C.'s Adm. Inspection, which is expected in the near
future.
Sport

During the last months the Coy. has taken part in the
InterCoy. Cricket Tournament. In our first
match we just
beat "B" Coy. by two runs. Pte. Gankerseer taking 5 wickets
for 3 runs—a good performance.
In the semifinal match we were drawn against "E" Coy.
Batting first, we made 96. Pte. Arnold, one of our new intake,
scoring 38. Then "E" Coy., after a bad start, passed our total
for the loss of five wickets. We wish them good luck in the
final.
In the Bn. Swimming Sports the Coy. managed to get fifth
place, while our relay team finished
second. The following
members of the Coy. were selected to train for the Bn. team:
2/Lt. Ousey. Ptes. Willis, Green and Heath.
Personal

We congratulate C/Sgt. Miller on the birth of a daughter.
Congratulations also to Cpl. Lewis, who did extremely well on
his Weapon Training Refresher Course. Sgt. Johnson is busy
on a course at the School of Mil. Adm.—we shall expect to get
the lowdown on all A. & Q. matters on his return. L/Cpl.
Sillet is to be congratulated on being appointed L/L/Cpl. and
being taken on the strength of Perm. Cadre.

Photo by

No. 1 Platoon, " A " Coy., winners of the InterPlatoon Competition.
Lambert Weston, Folkestone.
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L/Cpl. Baxter has relieved Pte. Dibden as Coy. Arms Store
man, the latter being shortly due for release. We feel confident
that this store will continue to remain clean and tidy, and
there are already signs of painting in operation.
Finally, here are the dates 01 PassingOut Parades for the
rest of this year, and former members of the Coy. Permanent
Cadre who can possibly get here for these parades, and the tea
afterwards, would be most welcome:—
12th October.
14th December.

"D" Training Company
This last month has seen the Senior Coy. (the Intake 5
May 49) lifted up to London at short notice to act as dockers
for a period. Under the leadership of Lt.Col. Tarver, who
found himself eventually in command of the Eastern Command
contingent, they did a lot of very good work loading supplies
into ships for Hong Kong. The main ships they worked on
were the "Benalbanach" and the "Hillcrest Park." The N.C.O.S
who went with them were Sgts. Dowsing and Leach, Cpls. Kent,
Angus, Farrow and Todd, and L/Cpl. Fraser.
During this period of nearly three weeks, the intake of
7 July. '49, were being trained by the small body of N.C.O.S
who were left behind. They are now in their sixth week of
training, and it will soon be our turn to receive vet another
intake.
The dock strike upset our efforts in the Bn. Swimming
Sports, and we finished
a good last. We must congratulate
Pte. Tero for being our sole representative in the Bn. swimming
team.
Returning to dry land, there is another sad tale of defeat.
Our cricket team has lost its last two matches, but, with the
arrival of Capt. Burke, let us hope for a change.
We have just said goodbye to Capt. T. V. Upton, who has
been with us as 2 i/c. since February and has now left us to
take over command of "E" Coy. In his place we welcome
Capt. R. A. Burke, to whom we wish the best of luck whilst
with us. We also welcome from the R.M.A., 2/Lt. Langhorn,
who has come on the Permanent Cadre of the Company; also
Lt. Butterfield, 2/Lts. Baker, Foster, and Whally, who are pass
ing through on their way to other Units. Lt. Wade and 2/Lt.
Girling have been indulging in some wellearned leave. Lt.
Groom has left us for a short space to deputise as A/Adjt.;
2/Lt. White. R.A.O.C.. has left us and joined his boat for
Hong Kong. We wish him the best of luck during his stay
with the infantry.
Sgt. Line has just returned from a FireFighting Course
and Cpl. Knight from a Refresher, and Drill and General
Duties Course.
Finally, great things are expected of Cpls. Cox and Henden
at their next concert party. Rumour has it that Cpl. Henden
will sing. Anybody who has ever shared a barrack room with
him will know what we are in for.

H.Q. Company
Our column has suffered the loss of its regular contributor,
Maj. W. Grimshaw, to whom we say farewell. We wish him the
best of luck in his travels overseas. We welcome in the chair
Maj. F. W. B. Abrams, whc needs no introduction, and we
hope his stay with us will be happy and long. We offer our
congratulations on his recent promotion.
The Coy. has now commenced to pay regular visits to
Lydden Spout range to complete the Annual Range Course.
Up to now the weather has been fair, though those on the
firing point would no doubt welcome less wind. As the days
of August pass we hope to gather enough details for publica
tion in our next issue.
During the month we played "C" Company in the first
round of the InterCoy. Cricket Knockout Competition, and
won by the very small margin of 14 runs. The match seemed
an easy victory for "Y" Group, but some hard hitting by Cpl.
Norris, of "C" Coy., nearly reversed the result. Well done, "Y"
Group! In the next round "Y" Group meets "X" Group (Band
and Drums), and this promises to be a lively match.
Our congratulations to L/Cpl. Fuller and Cpl. Sykes, who
did so well in the Army seven miles' road walking champion
 ship.
Boy Bloomfield has been chosen for the Army Swimming
Championships. We wish him the best of luck.
"Slasher" Greene has now had to purchase further supplies
of white ink—our congratulations to him on his promotion.
A number of the Coy. competed in the Home Counties
District Rifle Championships early this month, but no out
standing successes have been reported. Pte. Benstead and
L/Cpl. Barr were prizewinners in Individual Practices, and the
R.S.M., who obtained a Pool Bull, are to be congratulated on
their successes.

WHO SAYS THAT
HORSES
ARE

AFRAID

OF

ELEPHANTS P
PHONE MAIDSTONE 3313

There are numerous changes in personnel to report this
month. We say farewell to L/Cpl. Atkins, Ptes. Georges. Amey.
Smith (043). Scarff and Virgo, who have left us for release:
also to L/Cpl. Stiles and Fus. Masters on posting. A number
are also on PreRelease Courses, including Ptes. Haigh and
Turley, whom we hone will be well prepared for civilian life.
New arrivals to the Coy. are Ptes. Lucraft, Herring, Virtue.
Webster, Andrews, Batchelor, Newton (502), Eke and Fus.
Wiggins, to whom we extend a sincere welcome.

Sergeants' Mess
The month of July, with its glorious weather, found the
Sgts'. Mess unusually quiet and inactive. Most of the members,
including those in married quarters with their families, made
the most of the sunshine and spent their leisure hours on
the beaches. As always with such pleasures, the over indulgent
suffered and many of the members could be seen at meal times
gingerly lowering their " blistered carcases" into hard,
unsympathetic chairs and generally looking like overdone
lobsters.
The " Mess Shoot" again figured
prominently in this
month's activities; but this time with an additional point or
interest. The W.R.A.C. turned out and gave a very good account
of themselves, competing amongst themselves for spoons
acquired specially for the occasion. O.R.Q.M.S. Catt is to be
congratulated on winning the " spoon " in the male competi
tion, but one can't help wondering what happened to his
" eye" at the District Meeting on Saturday, 6th August; he
must have forgotten to take it with him. However, if any
member wishes to pursue the matter further, I understand
that Mr. Catt has an explanation. Whilst on the subject of
" good shooting " C.S.M. Kettle (" C " Coy.) Is to be congratu
lated on securing 9th place in the Divisional shoot.
Sports have figured prominently in this month's activities
and the Mess members have been well represented in the whole
galaxy of sporting activities, from cricket to road walking. Sgt.
Clements has had some valiant and praiseworthy wins over his
favourite distance on the track (3 miles), and D/M. Watts
has worked very hard and won many deserved honours. The
Sgts'. Mess came away from the Officers v. Sgts. cricket match
on the first Regimental weekend with a victory under its belt.
On this occasion a good time was had by all and we saw
evidence of good sportmanship. .
July 23rd found the Colonel of " The Queen's" visiting
Shorncliffe. He was welcomed with a firstclass
parade and
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subsequently addressed all members of the 2nd of Foot in the
Regimental room of " The Queen's."
Well, the philsophical pessimists have scored another
victory—" All good things must come to an end "—and it looks
as if the weather is about to break. The Mess is well prepared,
however, and next month's activities have already been initiated.
Everyone is particularly looking forward to a proposed visit
to London for the purpose of " taking in a show." The red
hot favourites seem to be " Annie, Get Your Gun" and
" Oklahoma." Both of them firstclass
shows and well worth
seeing.
" All's well that ends well " and we finish on a light note
by wishing Sgt. Young ("B" Coy.) sneedy recovery from his
gastric ailments so that once more the Mess may benefit by,
and appreciate, his " happy smiling " face and' his " bright
and chirpy," if somewhat veiled, witticisms.
Our condolences to C.S.M. Whitlock and a sincere wlsn
that he may soon have good news for us of his wife's
recovery.
j.D.
"THE UNCONQUERABLE"
There is a barrack stands upon the cliffs
Its outward visage fearful to behold,
As 'twere some prison from whose walls one whiffs
The stench of death, of squalor cheaply sold.
And in these confines dwelt such warriors bold,
Men fashioned from the clay of Kentish soil
About whose deeds a thousand tales were told
Of valour midst the sweat of tears and toil.
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BATTALION
4 th
Battalion Headquarters
The early part of the month has been taken up with
planning for and taking part in, the Home Counties District
Rifle Meeting, which took place on the 6th and 7th August.
By the morning of 6th August the Bn. had assembled a team
of 31 all ranks at Hythe. This proved to be numerically the
strongest T.A. representation taking part in the competition.
Teams from both the Regular and Territorial Army were
present and we were fortunate to find
ourselves sharing a
range with the 1st Bn., R.W.K.
On the second day's shooting we were drawn to shoot
against the lst.Bn. in the InterTeam Falling Plate Competition,
in which we were summarily defeated.
After the final practice the Bn. team repaired to a nearby
N.A.F.F.I. tent, where they rapidly depleted the beer stocks.
Beer in hand, we moved to a convenient mound where mem
bers of the Bn. amateur photographic society proceeded to
put on record, on celluloid, this very pleasant weekend. Our
thanks to photographers—R.Q.M.S. J. C. Breadon, M.B.E., C.S.M.
H. Hills and Sgt. C. Cheeseman.
Congratulations go to the following members of the Bn.
for winning individual prizes during the Meeting: —
Sgt. J. Jackson, L/Cpl. P. Everett, L/Cpl. S. R. Mills. L/Cpl.
W. E. H. Wenham. Pte. W. Gardner,
On the evening of 12th August a " Ladies' Night" was
held in the Officers' Mess. We were delighted to welcome
Lt.Col. and Mrs. W. Nash. Lt.Col. and Mrs. G. E. L. Pardington
and Capt. and Mrs. P. Haynes, all of whom had come from

Of battles bravely fought on distant shores,
Of bloodshed 'neath the boiling tropic sun.
Of thumb screws in the Quartermaster's stores,
Of SergeantMajors bawling " Party 'shun."
Then in this dreaded camp one day was seen
A sight indeed most fearful to assess,
A host of female soldiers, ghastly keen,
Who called themselves the Battling A.T.S.
Those swarthy warriors wilted at this sight,
And their knees right visibly did shake.
For 'though they'd conquered in the wellfought fight,'
These Amazons did their spirit break.
The Q.M.'s checked elevens fifty seven.
Then drew their knives themselves in haste to stab.
And offered up a silent prayer to heaven
Upon beholding Skirts, Angora Drab.
But to those days one must look far back :
Those warriors bold no longer stand and stare;
Instead, they fight their battles with these W.R.A.C.,
And all the spoils of victory with them share.
f

NATIONAL SAVINGS WEEK
H.M. FORCES TO PLAY THEIR PART
To focus the attention of the country on the vital con
tribution which the National Savings Movement is making to
the welfare of Britain and its citizens, and to increase the
membership of Savings Groups, a National Savings Week is
to be held from October 22nd to 29th, 1949.
This new campaign to stimulate National Savings will
also have the support of all the three Services. Thousands
of men and women in the Forces save regularly through their
Unit Savings Groups, and during National Savings Week, it
is hoped that those who have not already " signed on the
dotted line " will do so, for everyone has something or some
one to save for. Steady and sustained savings in the Forces
helps both Regular and National Servicemen alike for then
return to civil life. There is also the advantage that they have
something to fall back on in any emergency which may arise
while they are in the Forces. And, in addition, they always
have a bit to spend when they go on leave.
From the National point of view, steady saving and care
ful budgeting play an important part in Britain's recovery
programme by checking rises in prices and by helping to
finance capital investment to bring maximum efficiency in
production. This will help us to hold our own in competitive
world markets and to make safe the supplies of food and raw
materials on which our lives and welfare depend.

4th R.W.K. RIFLE TEAM, HYTHE. 6th7th AUGUST, 1949.
Standing (I. to r.) : Sgt. T. Shanland. Cpl. P. Everett,
Maj. C. W. L. Bird (Capt.). Lt.Col. C. A. de Brounlie, M.C.,
Capt. I. H. Roper. M.C.. R.S.M. P. Bryne, D.C.M.
Kneeling (I. to r.) : C.S.M. C. Woolley, Sgt. J. Jackson,
C.S.M. A. Wilson, C.S.M. H. Hills.
considerable distances in order to be present on this, our
second " Ladies' Night." Many thanks go to Mrs. I. H. Roper
and Sgt. and Mrs. W. A. Locke for the hard work they put
in preparing the Mess for the evening's entertainment.
While dealing with the social side, our congratulations
go to Capt. P. N. Marchant (Sp. Coy.) on his engagement to
Barbara, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. F. E. Ball, of Church End,
Leatherhead, also to Lt. D. Pcnnells, who, it is announced, is to
be married to Joy. daughter of Mr. and Mrs. V. L. Storey, at
Seal, on 3rd September, 1949.
Pte. Johnson, of B Coy., is being married to Miss Kathleen
Margaret Care, of 9. Manor Road. Sidcup. Kent, at St. John's
Church, Sidcup, on Saturday, 20th August.
The Warrant Officers and Sgts. are holding a Rifle Meeting
on 20th August; the final
competition consists of a team
shoot against the Officers—the losers to pay for a 4jgallon
Barrel of beer ! The W.O.s and Sgts. Imagine, for somp
unknown reason, that the result is a foregone conclusion !
In preparation for the football season the Bn. have entered
their name for thf T.A. Football Challenge Competition. Under
the able captaincy of Maj. B. A. Odell we hope to report good
progress as the season gets under way.
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4th R.W.K., HYTHE, 6th7th AUGUST, 1949

"H.Q." Company
H.Q. calling again ! The Coy. is trying to concentrate on
Intelligence amidst the discords of the potential " Bandsmen."
However, it is hoped that H.Q. Coy. will soon be wise to
all the aspects of intelligence work.
We saw some excellent shooting at the Home Counties
Shoot at Hythe, and we certainly know where our faults are
now.
It was said that a certain rather " busty " Sgt. can do well
at 100 yards on the shingles in half an hour, but this has
not been confirmed. What we do know is that a certain
section of those firing managed to dispose of about 90 pints
of beer between the three of them.
We are looking forward to the Annual Range Course at
Shoreham, on Sunady 21st August. 1949, and hope that the
Cadet Buttmarkers will be counted before and after they
leave the butts.
It is understood that the Officers v. Sgts. shoot on Satur
day, the 20th August. 1949, at Shoreham Ranges, will cause
our commissioned friends to leave and contact the local
opticians to ensure they get their specs, under the Health
Scheme.
 Bung Ho "

"A" Company
Once again the time has come round for the month's news
from " The" Coy.; how quickly the Tuesdays and Thursdays
seem to go, or may be it's the way the C.S.M. puts over his
lectures that makes the time fly by.
This month has been a busy one for the marksmen and
1st class shots (and that, all in one Coy.). They have been
putting their " line shoots" into hard figures,
and by the
results they seem justified in " shooting a line " !; well done.
Pte. Taylor, for becoming a marksman at your first attempt
(It must have been the practice acquired in other theatres
of war ! ?).
Whilst at Shoreham the Coy. Comdr. was heard .to rename
a certain part of the rifle ! Dear, dear, sir; this would never
be allowed at Bisley ! From Shoreham the crack shots went
to Hythe for the Home Counties Shoot, where C.S.M. Wilson
did very well, and also our outcast from Sheerness, Sgt.
Jackson: congratulations on your promotion, Jack. While we
are handing out bouquets, one to Pte. Kedra, for adapting
himself to our weapons and on proving that he is no mean
shot either.
We are sorry to hear that we might be losing Cpl. Hynes;
good luck for the future, Paddy.

" Men of Kent and Kentish Beer."
The cricket season is nearly over, and one can see those
keen Bn. footballers in our Coy. working out schemes to win
the SixaSide Soccer Competition next year at Camp.
That seems to have finished
my news for this month,
except to remind everybody not to refer to the Coy. Comdr. as
" Big Sunray," or the enemy may be listening ! !
Over to you, over.
" Sgt. Kite."

"C" Company
This has been quite a full month in comparison with
others. The rifles of most of the Coy. were zeroed on the
25yards range at the Barracks, Maidstone, on the 10th July.
The sight of jacketed soldiers entering one of those dismal
utilitarian edifices made the party wonder at which year of
grace it had arrived.
Our thanks go to C.S.M. Wilson, who was most helpful and
kind to us and we were very grateful for his work.
On the 31st of July the Annual Range Course was shot
on Shoreham Range. Naturally, it rained for the first time,
after over a month's drought and sunshine. There was only
one failure on the L.M.G., and he afterwards confessed he was
sighting along the barrel.
Other evenings have been spent with the 88 Sets and by
being lectured by Lts. M. Van Hasselt and J. Hayes on the
Normandy Campaign. It was most interesting to hear about
some of the battles.
Two more members have come along for enlistment. We
hope soon to have a full Platoon, especially after our Recruit
ing Drive round the neighbouring villages on Saturday, 27th
August, when Sp. Company are nobly helping us out with
Carriers, etc.
" Green Oakes."

"D" Company
This contribution must, I'm afraid, be short. I have been
on holiday and cannot concentrate on anything since—no
doubt inspiration will come from the renewal of contact with
D Coy. " herbs."
First we must congratulate the following upon their pro
motion and wish them all the best:
Pte. Tedman, to Corporal; " Tubby " Everett, to Corporal;
Horace Maskell, to L/Cpl; " Fast " Pace, to L/Cpl.
Sunday. 14th, saw most of the blokes on Shoreham Range
for our Classification Tests and results were most satisfactory!
Capt. Woods, we hear, is making plans to spend next year's
holidays amongst the grouse now he's a marksman. Well,
amongst some birds anyway !
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Old Penge wallahs will be surprised to learn that we've
had a visit from onetime Penge P.S.I., Len Remfrey. Hope
he'll come and see us often.
Ted Ranson and George Pace were disappointed when they
arrived at the range on Sunday, for the field of clover had
disappeared and clover is a special delicacy to them.
Our last darts match was with the New Circle Club and
we lost, but as the beer lasted well, nobody seemed to mind.
Our Dave entered into the thing with his usual enthusiasm
and consequently wobbled homeward.
I hear that the above mentioned terrors, Ted and George,
were not very well treated by their " better halves," after
publication of the last " Gazette '—can't understand it !
Sgts. Carver antl Corke, what are yer V
More next time; sufficient to end on the note that all Is
as well as ever at Penge. Cheerio.
" Gappin Hejrow."

Support Company
As I prophesied last month, the Carrier which had broken
down was found in good order and ready for the road again
when we next arrived at the Drill Hall; the credit goes not
to the fairies, but to Sgt. Cheeseman, who spent hours working
on it, stripping down the carburettor and petrol pump, and
generally overhauling the engine. The vehicle went out on
another exercise, accompanied this time by a breakdown and
towing equipment, but romped home an easy winner. We are
hoping we shall not be having any more trouble from this
source now.
Individual holiday plans are, of course, interfering with
our parades, and there are several laces absent each week, but
there are always a few of the stalwarts present and we are
able to carry on with our training more or less as arranged.
(It is an amazing fact that in spite of all the propaganda for
staggered holidays, people will insist on taking their holidays
in the summer months when the better weather and longer
evenings are with us.)
C.S.M. Hills is expecting two more converts to come along
in the near future, but we still cannot seem to break down
the resistance of the majority. Any helpful, practical sugges
tions would be welcomed.
The Home Counties Rifle Meeting, which was held
recently, was attended by a few of Sp. Coy., and we all
thoroughly enjoyed ourselves, and hope that by next year
numbers in the Coy. will have increased and more will help
to bring home some prizes and the cup. which we did not
win this year. The sideshows were excellent and there was
a good number of prizes to be taken, which added interest
to the whole show. C.S.M. Hills and Sgt. Shapland did fairly
well as " Twogun Petes" on the pistol range (at a bob a
knob or eight rounds), but were ' not good enough to beat
some of the snakeeyes who were present.
Having seen this shoot, we in this Coy. must confess our
faults and know now that one cannot hang his rifle in the
Stores and give free accommodation to beetles, spiders, etc.. for
a year and then expect to find the pool bull at the meeting—
no, sir !
Who is the body who stated his bad shooting was due to
the fact that owing to the large dimensions and weight of his
superstructure, when he ran from 4 to 3 he sank into the
shingle and his B.D. blouse and trouser pockets were full of
ballast when he arrived at the firing point ?
Who was it that complained to the effect that his titles
were opening out and closing in again as if being moved by
the fairies, and when questioned stated it may be due to the
22 pints he had managed to conceal under his B.D. during
the last two evenings ?
There are some people who do not appreciate it when their
comrades attend to their welfare by producing a choice Army
sandwich out of the hat at midnight; perhaps they think this
will effect their shooting, or perhaps the small fact of being
woke up irks some. (All unexploded portions of .303 had been
handed in on the range so there was no corpse to be extracted
from C 9 hut.)
As a note to all those who attended the shoot and
potential " joinees " of the Regiment. We in Sp. Coy. wish to
thank the members of all the other Regts., Bns. and Coys, who
turned up and helped to make the weekend shoot a good
show—the spirit we have known in the past, both in the pre
war T.A. and Regular Army, was recaptured; this is a good
advert for recruiting and it convinces us more than ever that
more of the old boys and new boys should come forward and
see for themselves what is actually taking place in the postwar
T.A. Army.
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Sergeants' Mess
After the lull, which followed the Annual Camp period,
members are again turning up in force, having apparently
made the peace with their better halves. At the Div. Rifle
Meeting the Bn. was strongly, if not well, represented !
Among some thirtyodd who attended, there was a very dis
tinct odour of Senior N.C.O.s. Several prizes were collected,
in the form of spoons and tenshilling notes and we congratu
late C.S.M. Wilson and Sgt. Jackson, both A Coy., on their very
good efforts—even though they did not manage to get a cup.
On Saturday, 20th August, we are holding a Mess Shoot,
to be followed by a social evening at Sevenoaks at the expense
of C Coy. members and, we hope, the Officers, to the extent
of a barrel of bitter. We'll tell you next month how it tasted !
" Duftah Wallah."

*

THE REGIMENTAL DEPOT
This is my third attempt at writing this month's Depot
Notes. I sit in my little office at the bottom of the Square
gleefully penning my little contribution. Then I walk up to
Col. Eason's office, put my Depot Notes at the bottom of his
Intray, sit down at his desk and pause to absorb the vast
Editorial atmosphere. By the time I have read through the
Intray I am no longer a mere infantry capt., but very much an
Editor. I now approach my contribution with an open mind
quite prepared to publish it, if it makes any sort of sense at,
all. But it is no good, or at least not much good, so there is
nothing for it but to write "The Editor regrets . . . ." and
transfer the Denot Notes to the Outtray. 1 then observe a
two minutes' silence, and. casting off my editorial cloak, I
depart sadly for my little office at the bottom of the Square.
In due course Mr. " Paddy " Mullen returns my contribution
to me. I do hope it does not happen again.
The Regimental Cricket Week was most successful, both
sportingly and socially. We accommodated large numbers in
the Officers' Mess, including Col. Hancock, Colonel Scott. Capt.
Carey, Lts. Clarke, Abell and Ellwood, and although they had
to share rooms, everyone was very complimentary at the way
they had been looked after. All the credit must go to our
very small Mess staff, who really excelled themselves; as, apart
from looking after eighteen dining members for four days, they
also laid on twentysix lunches each day for the teams. We
must in all honesty admit that the 1st Bn. did very kindly
send us a Mess Waiter, Pte. Lucraft, who worked so well that
we tried by rather shady means to get him posted to the
Depot Permanent Staff.
The Officers' Dance at "the Royal Star Hotel was well
attended. There were about eighty present, including Gen. and
Mrs. Oliver. The party started for most of the guests with
sandwiches and a quick "warmer" or two in the Officers' Mess
at about 8 p.m.. so that the dance got away to a good start.
Maj. and Mrs. Keenlyside entertained a large party to dinner
in their house, who got away to an even better start. Everyone
having, we hope, enjoyed themselves as much as we did, it is
hoped to make the dance an annual fixture.
O.C. Depot Is still
juggling with the rather involved financial
side of the affair,
but he thinks he will not have to pay very much out of his
own pocket.
Although we were unable to raise a team for the Home
Counties District Rifle Meeting, held during the weekend of
5th August, we did manage to send six individuals and they
collected several prizes (see below). Congratulations to the
prizewinners, particularly as their only practice has been on
the twentyfive yards range in the Barracks, and the whole
business looks so much more difficult when the target is
hundreds of yards away, instead of resting on the end of the
muzzle. Special congratulations go to L/Cpl. Weller for keep
ing the rifles so clean that no bullets got stuck in the barrels,
though some of the more senior ranks did try and attribute
their lack of success to this cause.
The successes of the Regimental cricket team have been as
nothing compared with the successes of our Depot side. Since
the first
match (when we must admit that the Maidstone
Grocers rather wiped the counter with us), we have only lost
one other match, and that may have been due to the scorer.
O.R.Q.M.S. Waterman, who captains the side, detailed
Capt. Faulkner as scorer in the match against the C.R.E.'s team,
in spite of his wellknown weakness in adding up. The oppo
sition only made 75: and the Depot, doing quite well, made
51 for five.
Unfortunately, a few minutes later they were all
out for 52. This not only upset the team, but also the scorer,
who had not been kept so continuously busy for a very long
time. The results of the match were to spur the team to take
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up serious net and fielding practice, and the scorer to vow that
he would never score again. It is a very exacting occupation,
needing great powers of concentration and considerable mathe
matical agility. If you allow your attention to wander for a
second, you find that two men have come out. two more have
gone in, that they have changed the bowler and lost the ball.
You are delighted at this short respite, but while you are
frantically trying to sort things out. the whole side is out.
Then you are heavily breathed on by inquisitive and disbeliev
ing players who have caught more catches, made more runs,
taken more wickets, and let through less byes than you have
recorded in the score book. For the sake of rest and repose
you decide to take up the game and play in the team yourself.
Our most serious cricket match was an allday return game
against the C.R.E.'s team on the Sunday of our Regimental
Weekend. Maj. Keenlyside drove all the way from Sandwich
to play and made 105 in the second innings, being finally
bowled by the C.R.E. himself. However., by that time, wit a
the help of Cpl. Bracher (A.C.C. attached), the Depot had won
the match. Over fifty guests watched the match in the after
noon and were given tea served by the N.A.A.F.I. from the
Pavilion. It was a most enjoyable day's cricket and a very
pleasant way of spending a Regimental WeekEnd. After the
match, Maj. Keenlyside drove back to Sandwich on a mixture
of petrol vapour and hope, to finish his interrupted leave.
We were hoping to continue our sporting contests with
the C.R.E.'s Staff during the winter, but they have bowled
themselves such a fast ball that they have got to leave the
Barracks. Believe it or not. they have condemned their own
building as unsafe, and will therefore probably have to move
to Chatham.
The story goes that the Married Quarters which run down
each side of the Square were originally built as stables, and on
being condemned as unfit for horses, married families were
moved in. So naturally there is a good deal of curiosity as to
what will be moved into the C.R.E.'s old offices.
We shall all be sorry to see the C.R.E. Kent and his staff
leave the Barracks, as they have done a lot for us and have
looked after us most nobly. We hope they find their new home
a pleasant one. and that they will still be able to find their
way down to the Back Field next summer for some more all
day cricket matches.
People are still inclined to ask what we do all day at the
Depot. Well, we were all very busy last week getting an office
ready for a Cinema Liaison Officer and arranging a projection
room, lecture room, and sleeping accommodation for a cinema
projectionists' course. Unfortunately, the course has now had
to be postponed and the Cinema Liaison Officer turned out to
be nonexistent. Still, there is something we have done.
Pte. Baldwin paid us a visit from his School of Armv
Language at Worksop, where he is now a student. He said
they were not working him too hard, but that he was learning
a lot of French and would soon need some leave. Pte. Eastaugh
has joined us from the 1st Bn., and is taking over the duties
of Quartermaster's Clerk. He is well over six feet and looks
down on the ledgers from a great height. I am thankful to
say that he has already taken over Pte. Baldwin's duties as
official scorer to the cricket team.
I am now waiting for O.R.Q.M.S. Waterman to come in and
tell me to put down the latch when I go out. So that must
be all for this month.
(What trash this man does write!—The A/Editor.)
Depot Cricket Matches

9th August, v. C.R.E. Kent—Cpl. Bracher 16. Q.M.S. Water
man 21.
15th August, v. Maidstone Telephone Exchange—L/Cpl. Weller
22. Pte. Mitchell 23, C.S.M. Wilson 36.
20th August, v. 2 Sqns. of 36 Army Engineer Regt.—Pte.
Stone 27, Cpl. Bracher 39. Capt. Faulkner 4 for 14.
21st August, v. C.R.E. Kent — Maj. Keenlyside 105, Cpl.
Bracher 31. Pte. Stone 8 for 51 and 6 for 36.
H.C.D. Rifle Meeting

Pte. Eighteen. 10s. and spoon; Pte. Cooper, 12s. and spoon;
Pte. Stone, 21s.

Sergeants' Mess
The Regimental Depot closed down for August Bank holi
day and all Mess members, with one exception, proceeded on
their last holiday break before Xmas. The R.S.M. cleverly
combined his August leave with a spot of privilege leave and
his mantle fell on C.S.M. Blundon, who was already carrying
out a relief for Paddy Mullen at Regimental Headquarters.
C.S.M. Blundon was obviously overworked during this period.
It was noted on a visit to his office that the tables were
covered with a film of dust and the calendar still showed the
date as 27th July on 8th August. This was soon put right
when brought to his notice and the office was shipshape by
Paddy's return on the 12th August. Tim Hayley spent a very
pleasant time on the coast during his leave and returned to

the fold quite sunburnt; as also did Bob Baker (the Medical
man unattached), who was seen looking very holidayworn in
Barracks on the 13th August.
One of our members, C/Sgt. (Sammy) Ringe, was appointed
Captain of our valiant shooting individuals, who took part in
the Home Counties District Shooting Tournament with quite
a measure of success. Sammy did not win a prize, but was very
proud of those individuals who did. Considering the lack of
practice on the long range, their performance was very
creditable.
Four Mess members took part in an evening cricket match
versus the Staff of the C.R.E. (Kent) on 9th August, which our
team lost by 23 runs—this led to some very serious practice
in preparation for our Regimental Weekenjl, 20th21st August,
on which dates we had quite a cricket festival and. I am glad
to report, proved to be a great success. On 20th we beat a
team from our neighbours. 36 Army Engineer Regt., R.E., from
Invicta Lines, and on the 21st revenged our defeat by beating
the Staff of C.R.E. (Kent) in an allday match. No doubt full
details will appear under Regimental Depot notes in this
issue.
I expect readers are now wondering what a " Regimental
Weekend " is. This is a new innovation whereby all ranks are
required to spend at least one weekend each month in
Barracks and to invite their friends along to take part in any
Regimental activity that is arranged. Cur first real effort was
the weekend 20th21st August. In addition to the cricket
matches aforementioned, a very pleasant dance was held in
the New Gymnasium on the 20th and a social evening in the
Sgts'. Mess after the cricket on 21st. This did last until
a very late hour as our friends at the Sgts'. Mess, 36 Army
Engineer Regt., R.E., had invited us along to their social
which was being held on the same evening. Several members
attended and voted it quite a success, since they arrived just
before some horse racing game was being played with model
jockeys and horses at full gallop. The R.S.M. and exR.S.M.
" Hooky" Walker did extremely well, being among the very
few that knew that Jockey No. 4 " could not lose." Neverthe
less, a very pleasant evening was spent by all. The next Regi
mental Weekend is down for lOthllth September, when it is
hoped we shall be able to have an Anniversary Dance to cele
brate " The Battle of Sevastopol " (8th September, 1855). This
will be held on 10th September as part of the weekend. A
return cricket match versus the Maidstone Branch. Past and
Present Association, will be played during the afternoon of
11th September.
Another Sgts'. Mess dance was held at Invicta Lines by
the W.O.s and Sgts. of 36 Army Engineer Regt., R.E., on
Friday, 26th August, and all members of the Mess took full
advantage of their kind invitation to attend. This proved
a highly successful affair. C.S.M. Blundon had been having
some slight trouble with his upper lip and on good advice,
and as a special favour to one of the Mess members reluctantly
removed his " Clark Gable " 'tash. He is gradually recovering
and is now promoting the growth of quite a bristly affair. He
might, in due course, develop one something like one of the
" Two Types."
During the month C/Sgt. August received his posting
orders for Shorncliffe and proceeded on 22nd. We are sorry
to lose him, but his vacancy on the Holdees was soon filled
by the arrival of W.O.II Peter Dunton who recently returned
to U.K., from Greece. We welcome him, but it would appear
his sojourn will not be a very long one, for scouts have been
after him already.
Of our vistors during the month, we were all very pleased
to welcome George and Mrs. Walters, who had come to spend
a couple of days in the old town. To all who knew him
(prior to his transfer to the 7th of Foot), he sends his kind
regards. He is looking very fit and his interest in cricket
has not lagged one little bit. I understand he is still quite a
good performer, as also are his sons who, no doubt, have had
the correct tuition on how to wield the willow. Jim and Mrs.
Bates also visited us on their way back to the Channel Islands
from their holiday on 23rd August. He spent a very pleasant
evening in the Mess running over old times, but the time
seemed to go all too quickly and he was rather reluctant to
leave when the witching hour arrived. It is understood that
he did. in fact, just about catch his train to town the next
morning. W.O.II Len (Father) Relf turned up on the 30th
August, looking very fit and having a wellearned leave. He
seems to be going along very nicely with 28 Bn., R.A.O.C.
(Command Ammunition Depot). He is talking about going on
pension early next year, but he will find
it different in
" civvy street " ! Another very old member of the Regiment
also looked in for a few minutes on 30th August, namely, Pte.
Poffley, who was, until recently, caretaker of a T.A. Drill Hall.
For the information of members of the Sgts'. Mess, 1st Bn.
(pre1919), exSgt. Rapley called in to say " How do " and have
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a look round. The Barracks seemed quite strange to him at
first and he was very surprised at the comfort and convenience
afforded by the new (1937) type barrack block. Said it was a
bit different in his time when they used to take their meals
in the barrackroom, etc. He is very fit and is working in
Alperton, and wishes to be remembered to all old members
of the 1st Bn. Mess.
Information has been received that the Mayor of Maid
stone has extended an invitation to the personnel of H.M.S.
Maidstone, a submarine Depot ship (a model of which was
seen crossing the square in the early part of July), to spend
a few days in the County Town, from 16th19th September,
when the ship will be moored off Sheerness. It is understood
that the Regimental Depot has accepted a challenge to a
cricket match, which will be played on the back field, com
mencing at 11.30 a.m. on Sunday, 18th September. We all hope
we can give a good account of ourselves.
The loud "blowing of trumpets" by "Ivanhoe of the
Grenadiers," published under the heading " The Day " in the
August edition, revived the good old days and must have made
all Grenadiers thankful that they served with such excellent
comrades.
Finally, it has been noticed that in recent weeks, our
oldest member in the Mess, namely, O.R.Q.M.S. " Alfie"
Waterman, has been below his general standard at snooker
and crib. This, no doubt, is due to the fruit of which he
partakes at meals. Saturday, the 3rd September, was the
gloomiest of all evenings for him. After two frames oi
snooker, it was reported that he had to walk to Banning on
account of empty pockets, or did he really miss the last 'bus V
4

BRITISH LEGION
Four years after the cessation of hostilities there are still
many thousands of exServicemen and women who, like
wreckage after a storm, are left drifting " on a sea of troubles,"
or lie washed up derelict on the beach of despair. This perhaps
is an inevitable situation, but one which must be acknow
ledged and dealt with in a realistic manner. The Government
has instituted new social security schemes, but many of these
men slip through the wide meshes of the official net. The
Government schemes legislate for the general and not the
individual, and in the name of humanity provision must, be
made for those who do not come under its influence. The
problems are so widespread and varied that it needs a nation
wide organization to deal properly with the situation.
Each Regiment has its own Association which continues
the comradeship of Service and deals with problems which
concern the needs of its own members, and much good work is
done by them in alleviating temporary need and the finding
of employment, etc.
On the wider issues which affect exServicemen generally
it is essential to have official representation. No single Regi
mental Association could fulfil this need and it is in this
respect that the British Legion—which is representative of all
three Services—is of extreme importance.
The Legion is not a substitute for, nor a competitor with,
the Regimental Associations. It cooperates with them in every
way possible. During the past 28 years it has built up a Wel
fare Service which is quite unique, and its influence is applied
corporately on behalf of all exServicemen and women wherever
their interests are affected. This authority to speak on their
behalf is already recognized by its representation on ail
important advisory bodies concerned with welfare and
rehabilitation.
Legion policy is decided at National Conferences by the
members themselves, many of whom also belong to then
respective Regimental Association as well. It is only by the
wholehearted support of all exServicemen and women of this
National Organization that their interests can best be served.
There is a Legion branch in almost every town and village in
the Country and where all exServicemen and women will be
welcome.

5th

INDIAN

DIVISION

DINNER

CLUB. — FOURTH

ANNUAL DINNER at Mayfair Hotel, Berkeley Street, W.l.
on Friday, 30th September, at 6.30 for 7.30 p.m. Tickets.
22/6 (plus 5/ Club Subscription for nonmembers), from
Hon. Secretary, c/o Glyn Mills & Co., Whitehall. S.W.I.

160

EXPTE. BANHAM, 92, DROPS IN ON
HIS OLD REGIMENT
The oldest living Queen's Own Royal West Kent dropped
into Maidstone Barracks one Wednesday afternoon "for a cup
of tea and a look at the new Army."
He walked into the guardroom and announced himself:
"Private Nehemiah Banham, Regimental Number 442."
Now 92, he was thinking
of the day when he walked
into that same guardroom 74
years ago and joined "the
50th."
The guard commander
saw an upright old man,
bearded and smiling—and
wearing two medals that
were struck long before his
father was born—the 1882
medal awarded to those who
took part in the battle of
TelelKebir and the Khedive
Star.
Mr. Banham had read
about the "new Army"—
bedside reading lamps, sheets
and N.A.A.F.I.s. So alone,
he caught a bus from his
home in Wlllesden and a
coach from Victoria to come
and have a look.
When
he was being
shown around the barracks
—"it's nearly all different
now"—he saw the old room
in the Crimea block, where
he used to sleep and that
brought back memories.
"We used to eat our
Kent Messenger Photo.
meals on tables in that
barrack room," he said. "There were no dining halls then."
There were no baths with hot and cold running water, either.
When he saw all the baths now in the barracks he wondered
what they were all for—and thought, for a moment, that all
the troops in the district came there to wash.
Mr. Banham was in The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regt. for about four years. In Edinburgh, when the Zulu War
broke out, he volunteered for service with the Argyle and
Sutherland Highlanders. The next year—1881—saw him in
Gibraltar and in 1882 he was in Alexandria and the Egyptian
campaign.
He served 12 years in the Army, then in "civvy life" became
a barman and waiter in Willesden.
His wife died 10 years ago and for many years now he has
been living there with his daughter — herself an old age
pensioner.
For Mr. Banham it was a happy day with his old regiment.
Invitations were showered upon him to attend next year's
regimental reunion — and he went away promising that he
would.
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DUTIES OF A JUNIOR OFFICER
By TEMPORARY CAPTAIN DURTWHISTLE.
(Failed Staff College; Passed Army School of Hygiene)

[Very little reference is intended to any officer, con
scious or unconscious. If there is any such reference,
conscious officers should write to the author enclosing a
detailed plan of their grounds of complaint. Unconscious
officers should continue to soldier happily on.]
It is hoped that this monthly series of articles will give
the newly commissioned officer some idea of the various duties
which he may be called upon to carry out, often at short notice
and without any previous experience. These articles should be
read in conjunction with " How to Become Bemedalled and
Bepipped,' by my late uncle. Cant. The Hon. Durtwhistle,
M.B.E.. O.B.E., C. of E.. High C of The Heavenly Harp (Rtd.),
published by Plodder and Stickit for the moderate sum of two
guineas.
ARTICLE I.

How I KEPT THE SCORE FOR THE
REGIMENTAL CRICKET WEEK.

As my grandmother said when the pressurecooker killed
Aunt Sarah : " There's some good in everything." I found
It hard, however, to agree that any good could possibly come
of my being detailed, at short notice, to score in the match
between The Regiment and The Zanzibaris.
Scoring for the first time may be easy enough for those
who :
(a) Have mathematical ability;
(b) Know The Game;
(c) Possess powers of prolonged concentration;
(d) Are the right shape.
Unfortunately none of these attributes can possibly be
said to apply to me, and since I was only warned as scorer
the evening before the match, there was little I could do
about it. Junior officers will be continually finding
them
selves in a similar position, but however short the time for
preparation, there is always something which can be done,
and which must be done if an officer is really to earn his pay
and put up a good show (cf. FieldMarshal Montgomery prior
to the Battle of El Alamein, or do not cf. Marshal Napoleon
prior to the Battle of Waterloo).
Time being too short there was nothing I could do to
improve either my mathematical ability or my powers of con
centration. (Concentration is one of the Seven Principles of
Scoring and, therefore, terribly important. For the importance
of concentration cf. Palestine Campaign, Allenby before
BathSheba.)
There was, however, time for me to improve my know
ledge of The Game and do something about my shape. 1
therefore decided :
(a) To read "Games and Sports in The Army";
(b) To get L/Cpl. Gorse, the Sports Storeman, to give me
a few hints on how to score; and
(c) To borrow two of the Officers' Mess cushions.
I was unable to find much in the official " Games and
Sports " on the technique, science and equipment required for
scoring, but I did gather that my duties, though passive, were
rather vital, and that where the two sides were evenly matched,
the scorer might well decide the issue. This made me even
more nervous than before; so repeating the rules of The Game
over to myself, I went in search of L/Cpl. Gorse who was
delighted to see me.
After we had gone through the usual saluting formalities,
we sat down on the counter in his store, and I told him about
my score troubles.
" Well. Sir." he said, " you've come to the right person.
I can teach you how to score in two easy lessons or one hard
one. It'll have to be only one lesson, but don't worry, Sir,
just take down what I tell you, and everything will be all right
on The Day."
So I took it all down, in note form, pasted the result on
a millboard and balanced it on my knees while scoring. It
proved an excellent aide memoire. So for the benefit of all
those placed in the same position, here is a suitably edited
copy straight from the Gorse's mouth : —
/. Equipment
(a) It is of assistance to be able to see as far as the pitch.
Therefore take telescope, fieldglasses or glasses, depend
ing on amount of required boost to natural vision.
(b) Take a cup for char and a plate for wads. They are
of great assistance for reminding people of your needs.
(c) Take the scorebook.

2.

Object of Scoring
To record anything which happens affecting the score.
Note : (a) Do NOT record those little things which some
times happen in the best regulated matches,
which, however, do not directly affect the score,
(b) Do NOT award charity runs. Sympathy affects
accuracy and is out of place in the really good
scorer.
3. Field Sigtials
Note : " Meaning (i) " in each case affects the score. Other
meanings should be noted but not scored.
(a) Umpires to Scorer:
Signal : Hand waved back and forth horizontally.
Meanings : (i) The batsman at the far end from me has
scored four runs;
(ii) Just look how my signet ring flashes in the sun.
Signal: Hand held above head.
Meanings : (i) A bye;
(ii) I want a relief.
Signal : Hand held above the head while standing on
one leg and slapping it.
Meanings : (i) A legbye;
(ii) I have been bitten by a wasp and want a relief.
Signal : Both hands raised above the head.
Meanings : (i) A boundary six;
(ii) My shirt sleeves are too long.
Signal : Points at the ground and shouts—
Meanings : (i) Very sorry, but that was a noball;
(ii) The bowler has lost an important button.
(b) Scorer to Umpire :
Signal: Hand raised above the head.
Meaning : Your signal received loud and clear.
Signal: Score book waved above the head with much
shouting.
Meaning : I can't possibly score if you won't signal
the boundaries and byes.
/c) Players to The World at Large :
Note : On NO account should these be scored (for very
good reasons—see para. 2 " Object of Scoring ").
Sigxial : Both hands raised above the head with loud
shouts of " 'Owz 'at ? "
Meaning : I am really a professional footballer.
Signal: Both hands on knees, body bent well forward.
Meaning : I am awfully tired of fielding.
Signal: Points at spectators and mutters—
Meaning : " Good heavens, my wife has turned up."
As a result of my intensive preparations, I had little diffi
culty in keeping an accurate score. I even had time to enjoy
myself. I hardly like to mention it, but the Captain of The
Zanzibaris personally congratulated me, and stood me a beer
in the Mess.
As my late uncle said all the way from Kabul to
Kandahar : " Time spent in preparation is seldom wasted."
D.O.F.



SCHOOL FOR SOLDIERS' DAUGHTERS
The Royal Victoria Patriotic School, founded in 1857 to
maintain orphan daughters of sailors, soldiers or airmen free of
any expense to the mother or guardian, is situated at Bedwell
Park, Essendon, Herts.
The age of admission is 5—11 years, and girls usually
remain at the School until the age of 16. when every effort is
made to find
them suitable employment; but girls may be
retained for a further year to undergo technical or domestic
training.
The girls return to their respective homes during the
normal school holidays.
The School is administered by the Royal Patriotic Fund
and applications for admission should be made direct to: The
Secretary, Royal Patriotic Fund Corporation, 28, Sackville
Street, London, W.l. (Tel. REGent 7115).
Before a nomination can be approved, it is necessary to
establish the service of the father in the Royal Navy, Royal
Marines, Army or Royal Air Force. In addition a report from
the previous school and a medical certificate will be required
from the prospective candidate.
A pamphlet giving full particulars can be obtained from
The Secretary, R.A.O.C. Association (Welfare Branch), The
Field Stores, Aldershot.
This notice is published at the request of the Secretary,
Royal Patriotic Fund Corporation, who is anxious that the
existence of the School be more widely known among the
Services.
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26TH NEW ZEALAND BATTALION

The 26th Battalion was formed at
Burnham Camp in April, 1940, Lt.Col.
J. R. Page (who had been a Cadet at
the Royal Military College, Sandhurst,
1927/28 and an ex" All Black") in
command. The unit arrived in Egypt
in September, 1940, and proceeded
immediately with more advanced
training than had been possible In
New Zealand. By early 1941 the 26th
was in good shape for trials ahead.
In March, as part of the 6th New
Zealand Brigade, it embarked for
Greece and travelled north from
Athens by road and rail to man
positions in the Aegean sector of the
Aliakmon Line. While there. Germany
declared war, and invaded Greece
further north.
The collapse of
Yugoslavia caused a quick abandonment of these positions
and the 26th moved hurriedly by transport and routemarched
to fresh positions at Rymnion, west of Servia Pass. The enemy,
having broken through the Monastir Gap, attacked the Pass
and was repulsed,. but crushed Greek resistance further west
and threatened to outflank the whole position. The 26th,
abandoning all heavy gear, force marched by circuitous route
for 60 miles to Elasson, doing the distance in 32 hours, and
creditably escaped encirclement. The Battalion stood again
at Molos, on the Thermopylae Line, and assisted in the repulse
of an armoured assault in which the enemy lost 12 tanks—
a sparkling episode in those dark days. Later two companies
prevented, for a day, the move south in the Pelopennese of
the Paratroop force which landed at Corinth and thus covered
the final embarkation of British troops from Monemvasia.
The 26th returned direct to Egypt. After the fall of Crete
it took its part in the defence of the Suez Canal against air
and expected airborne attack, but Its next great trial was
in November, 1941, in Libya. Here on 23rd November, the
Battalion with a small group oi supporting arms was sent
to link up with the 5th South African Brigade, south oi"
Sidi Rezegh. The South Africans were overrun, but the 26th
withstood the enemy assault and in sharp fighting knocked
out some 24 tanks and held its position until nightfall, when
it was ordered to withdraw and to rejoin the 6th New Zealand
Brigade. On several successive nights It attacked westwards
along the Sidi Rezegh escarpment in silent attacks without
artillery support in which heavy casualties were suffered, but
all objectives taken. Ultimately the Tobruk corridor was
established, but units were by now depleted and ammunition
short*.
In the vigorous armoured counterattacks whicli
developed the 26th was overrun, the survivors, numbering only
105 all ranks,
withdrawing to Egypt with the remnants of
the 2nd New Zealand Division on 1st December. Lt.Col. Page,
who had been severely wounded, was invalided home.
Several months of reorganization and training followed in
Syria under Lt.Col. J. N. Peart. By June, 1942. the Allied hold
on Egypt was in jeopardy and the 2nd New Zealand Division
moved by road transport to Matruh, a distance of 900 miles
in four days. Prom Matruh the 26th was sent back to Amiriya
as part of Corps Reserve. In the weeks which followed the
Battalion took part in a war of manoeuvre south of the
Alamein Line and on 21st22nd July, 1942, assaulted the El
Mrcir Depression with the rest of the 6th New Zealand Brigade.
Other units were virtually lost, but the 26th managed to
extricate itself with 260 casualties. In the Battle of Alam
Haifa it again played a notable part on 3rd4th September,
but lost one company which was cut oil' and surrounded (the
19 unwounded survivors surrendering when their ammunition
was expended) and Lt.Col. J. N. Peart was killed.
Under the new Commanding Officer, Lt.Col. D. J. Fountaine,
ex20th Battalion, the 26th played its full part in the Battle
of Alamein, gaining objectives on Miterriya Ridge and later
breaking out with the rest of the Division to take part in the
pursuit as far as Matruh. There followed the outflanking of
the El Agheila positions, the capture of Tripoli and the out
standingly successful defensive Battle of Medinine before the
26th again took part in a serious assault. On 21st March, 1942,
at Tebaga Gap, the 26th attacked and captured nt. 201. key
to the successful breaching of that Gap several days later.
After many more dhys of arduous pursuit the Battalion fought
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ZEALAND

in the fierce battles near Enfidaville and the final stages of
the war in Africa.
By November the Battalion was in Italy, reinforced and
reorganized, with much new blood in its ranks, but many
seasoned veterans. Under Lt.Col. Fountaine it commenced a
trying winter campaign on 28th November, 1943, in an assault
crossing of the River Sangro and storming of the heights to
Castelfrantano.
The several attacks on Orsogna, whicn
followed with only partial success were arduous in the extreme.
Fought in rain, mud and snow, and in steep, close country,
they presented well nigh insurmountable difficulties and were
in marked contrast to the previous desert actions.
With all progress stopped on the Adriatic front, the
Division was moved to Cassino, and here, under Lt.Col.
Richards, ex23rd Battalion, the 26th took part in a memorable
assault on the Railway Station, and the Hummocks and
gained success at very heavy cost. Later again, under Lt.Col.
Fountaine, numerous large and small actions took place in the
Arezzo area and in the stiff fighting
which finally secured the
south bank of the River Arno and ultimately Florence.
The regrouping which now took place caused a switch of
the 2nd New Zealand Division back to the Adriatic coast and
the 26th was engaged in some violent actions near and north
of Rimini until finally, when the Rubicon was crossed, winter
again brought a slacking off of effort.
In April, 1945, the 26th now commanded by Lt.Col. M. C.
Fairbrother, ex20th Battalion, took part in the final battles
of the war in Italy. From 9th April to 20th April the defences
of the Rivers Senio, Santerno, Sillaro, Gaiana and Idice were
breached, the battalion taking part in all these actions and
carrying on a relentless pursuit between times. After crossing
the Idice directed on the Reno "River, the 26th Battalion
witnessed its last German opposition and the collapse of the
German armies in Italy. Following the capture of Trieste and
several difficult incidents with the Yugoslavs, the Battalion
moved to the Trasimene area and there was quietly disbanded.
PERSONALITIES, II
CAPTAIN C. H. UPHAM, V.C. AND BAR

Capt. C. H. Upham enlisted into the Canterbury Regiment
at the beginning of the war and was soon commissioned into
the 20th Battalion, New Zealand Infantry. He gained his
first Victoria Cross as a 2nd Lt. in Crete in 1941, and his Bar
as a Capt. in North Africa the next year. His two citations
bear witness, in no mean measure, to his gallantry and explain
how he came to join that very rare band of soldiers, of whom
there are but three examples, who have gained a double V.C.
CRETE (CITATION)—

" During the operations in Crete this officer performed a
series of remarkable exploits, showing outstanding leadership,
tactical skill and utter indifference to danger.
" He commanded a forward platoon ,in the attack on
Maleme on 22nd May and fought his way forward for over
3,000 yards unsupported by any other arms and against a
defence strongly organized in depth. During this operation
his platoon destroyed numerous enemy posts, but on three
occasions sections were temporarily held up.
" In the first case, under a heavy fire from a machine
gun nest, he advanced to close quarters with a pistol and
grenades, so demoralizing the occupants that his section was
able to ' mop up ' with ease.
" Another of h.is sections waq (then held up by two
machine guns in a house. He went in and placed a grenade
through a window, destroying the crew ol" one machine gun
and several others, the other machine gun being silenced by
the fire of his sections.
"In the third case he crawled to within 15 yards of an
M.G. post and killed the gunners with a grenade.
" When his company withdrew from Maleme he helped to
carry a wounded man out under fire,
and together with
another officer rallied more men together to carry other
wounded men out.
" He was then sent to bring in a company which had
become isolated. With a Corporal he went through enemy
territory over 600 yards, killing two Germans on the way,
found the company and brought it back to the Battalion's
new position. But for this action it would have been com
pletely cut off.
" During the following two days his platoon occupied an
exposed position on forward slopes and was continuously
under fire.
2nd Lt. Upham was blown over by one mortar
shell, and painfully wounded by a piece ol shrapnel behind
the left shoulder by another. He disregarded this wound and
remained on duty: He also received a bullet in the foot which
he later removed in Egypt.
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" At Galatos on 25th May his platoon was heavily engaged
and came under severe mortar and machinegun fire.
While
his platoon stopped under cover of a ridge, 2nd Lt. Upham
went forward, observed the enemy and brought the platoon
forward when the Germans advanced. They killed over 40
with fire and grenades and forced the remainder to fall back.
" When his platoon was ordered to retire he sent it back
under the Platoon Sgt. and he went back to warn other troops
that they were being cut off. When he came out himself he
was fired
on by two Germans. He fell and shammed dead,
then crawled into a postion, and, having the use of only one
arm, rested his rifle in the fork of a tree and as the Germans
came forward he killed them both. The second to fall actually
hit the muzzle of the rifle as he fell.
" On 30th May at Sphakia his platoon was ordered to deal
with a party of the enemy which had advanced down a ravine
to near Force Headquarters. Though in an exhausted con
dition he climbed the steep hill to the west of the ravine,
placed his men in positions on the slope overlooking the
ravine and himself went to the top with a Bren gun and two
riflemen. By clever tactics he induced the enemy party to
expose itself and then, at a range of 500 yards, shot 22 and
caused the remainder to disperse in panic.
" During the whole of the operations he suffered from
dysentry and was able to eat very little, in addition to being
wounded and bruised.
" He showed superb coolness, great skill and dash and
complete disregard of danger. His conduct and leadership
inspired his whole platoon to fight magnificently throughout,
and in fact was an inspiration to the Battalion."
(Extract from the London Gazette, dated 14th October, 1941.)
NORTH AFRICA (CITATION)—

" Capt. C. H. Upham. V.C., was commanding a company
of New Zealand troops in the Western Desert during the
operations which culminated in the attack on El Ruweisat
Ridge on the night of 14th15th July, 1942.
" In spite of being twice wounded, once when crossing
open ground swept by enemy fire
to inspect his forward
sections guarding our minefields and again when he com
pletely destroyed an entire truck load of German soldiers with
hand grenades, Capt. Upham insisted on remaining with his
men to take part in the final assault.

" During the opening stages of the attack on the ridge,
Capt. Upham's company formed part of the reserve battalion,
but when communications with the forward troops broke down
and he was instructed to send up an officer to report on the
progress of the attack, he went out himself, armed with a
Spandau gun and, after several sharp encounters with enemy
machine gun posts, succeeded in bringing back the required
information.
" Just' before dawn the reserve battalion was ordered
forward, but. when it had almost reached its objective, very
heavy fire was encountered from a strongly defended enemy
locality, consisting of four machine gun posts and a number
of tanks.
" Capt. Upham, without hesitation, at once led his com
pany in a determined attack on the two nearest strongpoints
on the left flank
of the sector. His voice could be heard
above the din of battle cheering on his men and, in spite of
the fierce resistance of the enemy and the heavy casualties on
both sides, the objectives were captured.
" Capt. Upham, during the engagement, himself destroyed
a German tank and several guns and vehicles with grenades
and although he was shot through the elbow by a machine
gun bullet and had his arm broken, he went on again to a
forward position and brought back some of his men who had
become isolated. He continued to dominate the situation until
his men had beaten off a violent enemy counterattack and
consolidated the vital postion which they had won under his
inspiring leadership.
" Exhausted by pain from his wound and weak from loss
of blood, Capt. Upham was then removed to the Regimental
Aid Post, but immediately his wound had been dressed he
returned to his men, remaining with them all day long under
heavy enemy artillery and mortar fire,
until he was again
severely wounded, and being now unable to move, fell into
the hands of the enemy when his gallant company, having
been reduced to only six survivors, his position was finally
overrun by superior enemy forces, in spite of the outstanding
gallantry and magnificent leadership shown by Capt. Upham.
" The Victoria Cross was conferred on Capt. Upham for
conspicuous bravery during the operations in Crete in May,
1941, and the award was announced in the London Gazette,
dated 14th October, 1941."
(Extract from London Gazette, dated 26tli September, 1945.)

FieldMarshal Viscount Montgomery of Alamein with Capt. Charles Haylett Upham, V.C. and Bar, during the former's
visit to N.Z. in 1947.
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THE QUEEN'S OWN PAST & PRESENT ASSOCIATION
CHATHAM

BRANCH

The August meeting, held on the 8th, was well attended,
considering the number of members on holiday. Mr. Wllklns
opened the meeting at 7.45 p.m. Joe Wright deputised for the
Hon. Secretary, who was absent. Mr. E. G. Goudie, 6th Bn.,
was admitted to membership. Apology for absence was read
from Maj. R. W. Brothers, whose enthusiasm for the Association
should be an example to all who served in "The Queen's Own,"
He travels from Orpington to the Branch meetings when his
health permits. There are many exmembers of the Regiment
living in the Medway Towns whom we would like to see once a
month (on the first Monday).
By popular demand, a further Outing has been arranged
for Sept. 11th to Eastbourne. 9 a.m. from Drill Hall. Adult 8s..
child 5s. Only one coach was available, hut applicants more

and lady friends and help the Entertainment Committee to
make this a very successful evening of entertainment; every
thing will be free.
It was proposed that the Branch gather a party for
a night at a theatre, this was accepted by all members as a
very good thing; the date will be notified later.
Well, I think this will be about all for this issue; the
result of the darts match will be published as soon as the
result is known.
W. A. Cole.
MAIDSTONE BRANCH

The August meeting was well attended. Two new mem
bers reported (Mr. Feast and Mr. Parsons).
The members heard with regret that Mr. H. Maxlow, our
Secretary, has had to vacate his office owing to having received
promotions in the Post Office and cannot spare the time to
carry on the excellent work he has done in the past. Con
gratulations, " Maxey."
Alf Waterman has been elected
Secretary.
The Branch also received a parcel of groceries from a
member of 187 Branch, Canadian Legion, Vancouver, B.C. This
was made up into three lots and given to persons who were
most in need. (Mrs. Newell, Mr. S. Muggeridge and Mr. W.
Baker.)
A letter was read from O.C., Depot, thanking the Branch
for their efforts at the Reunion.
" Gnat."
ExB COY., 5th BATTALION

Chatham Branch Outing to Ramsgate on 26th June, 1949.
than filled this. (I understand another coach has since been
obtained, and it is all hands to the wheel to ensure no empty
seats).
The Annual Reunion at Maidstone was voted a big success,
and the meals arrangement was much appreciated. A Rally of
Branches at the Depot in October to open the winter pro
gramme is an excellent idea, which should become an annual
event.
Frank Sutton is leaving us in September for Canada. We
wish him good hunting, and hope to hear from him occasion
ally.
G. H. Anchors, Branch Correspondent.

LONDON BRANCH

We held our monthly meeting on Friday, August 26th, at
our Headquarters, " The Spread Eagle," Grosvenor Road,
Pimlico, London, S.W.I. Firstly, we have much pleasure in
thanking Brig. R. A. Riddell, C.B.E., the Acting Colonel of the
Regiment, for attending this meeting; he gave us a very
interesting speech, which we all thought put a new light on the
activities of the O.C.A. The meeting was very well attended,
the number reaching over 30 members. Last month we wel
comed, as a new member, Mr. L. Remfrey; this month he
brought along no fewer than eight new members, for which
the Branch is very thankful, so thank you, Len; also, none
other than Brig. R. A. Riddell joined our happy gang, so
welcome all and we sincerely hope your stay with the London
Branch will be long and happy.
On Tuesday, September 13th, we are playing a darts match
against our rivals, " The Eagle Hotel." Ladbroke Grove. London,
W.10, so if any Past or Present members of the Regiment are
in that District on that night, do not be afraid to drop in on
us; I can assure you of a big welcome.
Next item was that the Branch holds a social evening—the
month was decided, but the date is left open until next meeting
—the month being November, and we think it will be the
18th. However, we will notify all members at the next meeting,
so don't forget, members, that night fetch along your wives

Our main item of business during the last couple of months
has been our visit to our friends, Mr. and Mrs. Snow, at " The
Buck's Head," at Godden Green, where our hosts put on their
usual magnificent spread and provided us with the means of
spending a perfect Saturday afternoon and evening. The one
thing that marred the evening was the fact that there were
only 16 of us instead of the promised coach load. Being a
Saturday, our invitation was " to tea" instead of the more
usual " supper," and right in the middle of the strawberry
season, so we were regaled with lashings of those luscious
fruits. After tea a stroll through the woods, then back to the
comfortable bar with its bar billiards, darts and excellent
beer. This was followed by a buffet supper and a singsong.
An interlude of " Sing, say or pay" provided the tisual
amusing results, and a final singsong, complete with as much
beer as we could, or (our wives being with us) dared, carry.
Then embuss, and away home after a very enjoyable day.
The Annual Reunion at Maidstone also provided us with
an excuse to get away from London for a while, but as this
has, no doubt, been fully reported elsewhere in this " Gazette,"
we won't dwell on the subject, mentioning only that the eight
of us who attended, thoroughly enjoyed ourselves and met
many old friends down there. We could do with one of these
every couple of months. Again, the numbers that turned up
were disappointing in view of the numerous promises that
were made, but those that went didn't regret it !
Our meetings at the Drill Hall have been singularly free
from incident, but we have seen one or two new " old " faces.
Notably Len Remfrey, one of our former P.S.I.s. On his arrival,
of course, the nattering that went on can easily be imagined,
especially when such stalwarts as he and Wally Lippingwell.
Alf Franks, " Pat," and the rest, got together. Harry Lake
and Charlie Krepper were two other additions to our postwar
" family."
A suggestion has been put forward that we form a Branch
of the Past and Present Association at Penge, and it is under
stood that this suggestion is receiving serious consideration
in " higher" circles. The lads, however, are at the moment
split into two separate camps on this subject, some clinging
rigidly to their allegiance to " B " Company, and others feeling
that the only way of peipetuating the Company and its
associations would be to apply for affiliation. We are, there
fore, awaiting some sort of guide before we definitely discuss
the matter in all seriousness.
Another issue of our " Bangers' Gazette" has been pub
lished, and our next big " do " is our Fourth Annual Reunion
Dinner and Dance on Saturday, December 10th, when we hope
to see not only more " B " Company boys, but also many old
friends from the 5th Battalion in general. Details of this
event may be obtained from L. Clarke, 62, Summerfield
Street. S.E.12.
And that's about all for this month ! " Nightingale."

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE
11th ANNUAL REUNION

The Reunion of Comrades of the Association took place
on Sunday, 24th July, 1949, at the Barracks, Maidstone, in
brilliant weather (as usual), in which the 11th (Lewisham)
Battalion, Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment Association
was well represented. Those present being Col. D. J. Dean, V.C.,
Capt. R. O. Russell, M.C. (Chairman), L. G. Eves (ViceChair
man), Len Dawson (Hon .Secretary), Capt. R. Maltby, M.C.,
W. Riggall. " Tim" Haley, M.C., D.C.M., and others not for
getting the ever popular " Tiny" Bransom, " Alleywhoop."
The scene on the Barrack Square was a pleasing sight with
groups of men, mostly wearing their medals with a sense of
quiet pride, were busy chatting away.
Glad shouts of
pleasure resounded as newcomers were welcomed. Sorne were
real veterans, one in the wellknown uniform of the Chelsea
Pensioners, one or two carrying medals won well before this
century started. With a number of ladies present, wives and
relatives of those on parade, the picture was a very happy
one, made perfect by the beloved emblem of the Regiment..
The Kentish White Horse, proudly flying opposite the Officers'
Mess.
Soon the bright and very distinctive colours of the Regi
ment, the Standards of the various associations were carried
on to the square by their proud bearers, including one of
different colours, that of the 20th London Association.
This was their own special moment, " The Standard
Beares' Competition," which was won by our neighbours, the
Bromley Association. Mr. G. H. Cockell being the happy bearer.
The second place was filled by the 11th (Lewisham) Association.
Prompt at 11.25 the "Pallin" was sounded, and soon the
various Associations were assembled on their markers, very
smart N.C.O.s of the Regiment, under the orders of R.S.M.
Haley, who was in charge of the Parade. He is the son of our
" Tim " Haley, who must have felt a thrill of pride as he stood
in the midst of us and heard and watched his son.
The Parade was called to attention as the President, the
Colonel of the Regiment, Maj.Gen. W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E.,
walked on to the Parade ground, accompanied by the Chair
man, Col. W. V. Palmer and R.S.M. Haley. It was a very
informal affair as they walked along the lines of men, their
chests glittering with medals. He often stopped, shook hands
and chatted with officers and men who were introduced to him,
this being his first
parade as President of the Association.
He had a ready smile which was very pleasant to observe. He
had a few words with Col. D. J. Dean, V.C., who was in com
mand of our Association; also with Capt. Russell, Len Dawson
and " Tim " Haley. His remark to the latter " a chip off the
old block," obviously referring to R.S.M. Haley, must have
caused " Tim " much pleasure.
The Inspection over, the whole parade was called to
attention again and to a stirring march the Band and Drums
led the Parade out through the gates followed by the Colonel
of the Regiment, and the Massed Standards. The town was
decorated " en fete" for the Maidstone Cricket Week and
appropriately so, coinciding with this Regiment's Reunion.
The townsfolk were out in good numbers and they stood and
watched the parade with interest. The Band played the
marchers into the Gardens, where the Cenotaph, the memorial
to the Regiment's dead of two wars is situated, where' they
formed up. The Mayor and members of the Corporation
made a stately and impressive entrance and took their places
at the foot of the Memorial, with the Colonel of the Regiment.
The touching notes of the " Last Post" reechoed the
thoughts of those who remembered lost comrades, friends and
relatives, as the Standards dipped in salute. Silence reigned
as our minds wandered off to distant days, of missing faces,
welltried and loved comrades and friends. Suddenly our
thoughts were shattered by the clarion call of Reveille which
always seems to me to be a call of renewed hope, and of
gratitude to our fallen comrades. Sadness was wiped away.
Soon the Parade was on the march again, many were
feeling the intense heat, and sweat poured freely down the
marchers' faces, many a collar was ruined, and it was with
great relief that the coolness of All Saints' Church was
reached, and many sank with gratitude on to the cushioned
pews. This large and beautiful Church, guardian of the
treasured Colours of the Regiment which hung over the heads
of the large congregation is almost cathedrallike and has a
most hallowed atmosphere. Some of the Colours are almost
unrecognisable, real relics of battles many years ago. The
presence of the many Memorial Plaques, dedicated to Units,
groups and distinguished individuals almost cover the walls
of this hallowed building. The sense of pride and honoxir is
very strong.
One could spend hours in tribute to so many gallant deeds
and men.
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The vicar, the Reverend Canon C. B. Sampson, opened the
service by announcing the first hymn. The old hundredth,
" All people that on earth do dwell," and led by the Band of
the 1st Battalion, all sang that beloved hymn with great feelipg
as the Mayor, and Corporation, a very distinguished looking
body, some wearing high honours on their breasts, and one
with the wellknown tie of the Regiment, was escorted up the
aisle, together with the tall alert figure of the Colonel of the
Regiment. It was a thrilling moment and one of great honour
The Standards were slowly and proudly borne up to the
altar, and placed with care, as in olden days on either side—
a symbol of peace and security.
The Standard of the Deptford and District yras consecrated
and placed on the altar, this being its initial appearance.
The lesson was read by the Colonel of the Regiment most
beautifully, which was followed by what probably is one of the
best known hymns, " Priase my soul, the King of Heaven."
Canon Sampson then welcomed the Regiment and the Associa
tions at this servide, and the keynote of his address was " To
be objective, not negative " in the ways of life, a point which
one might well reflect on and adopt in all ways.
We remembered in that lovely hymn, " O God our help in
ages past," what we owe to the Divine Being. With che
Blessing, a memorable service ended.
The National Anthem was sung, as it seemed to me. more
as a prayer, as we remembered the long illness which our King
has gone through. The official parties slowly left the church
with the Standards as the deep notes of the organ majestically
swept through the building.
The return to the Baracks was marked by a change in the
order of march, the 11th (Lewisham) Association, led by Col.
D. J. Dean, V.C., was at the head of the column, an honour
deeply appreciated. The Colonel of the Regiment took the
salute at the entrance of the Barracks.
Thus ended the Annual Pilgrimage in honour of the fallen
heroes of the Regiment. The bars were soon crowded with
eager happy men, to whom a beverage in the company of com
rades of many, many years ago was very welcome. Many old
tales of past history were revived with fresh zest. I recall one
remark : " I left the Regiment in 1915 and this is my first
appearance at the Reunion. I will never miss another."
After lunch and later on in the afternoon, the Band began
to play selections to the many who found shelter from a fierce
sun in the shade of the trees at the bottom of the field.
It
was all very pleasant with groups of men and women happily
chatting away.
Suddenly the tempo of the music changed and there on
the middle of the ground a group of smart young men, clad in
white, began a display of physical training. They were from
the 1st Battalion Royal West Kent Regiment and their clever
exercises were warmly cheered.
For the young there was a Punch and Judy show, races
and various other amuseemnts; it was very pleasant to watch
the winders proudly displaying their prizes to their parents
and friends. Various side shows were in evidence. The Regi
mental Museum and Minature Range were well patronised.
Time for tea came and the crowd began to thin out and make
its way to the N.A.A.F.I. for welcome refreshment.
Before 5.30 p.m. there was a general movement to the
Barrack Square, where the Band and Drums beat " Retreat "
and a number of marches and counter marches were executed
by both sections separately and combined, which raised rounds
of very appreciative applause.
The smart and soldierly bearing of the DrumMajor caused
may complimentary remarks amongst the onlookers.
The Band was* then drawn up in a circle and the Band
master took up position in the centre and conducted a very
beautiful piece of music.
The bearing and conduct of all concerned reflects great
credit and the Regiment should be very proud of its Band and
Drums. On conclusion the DrumMajor marched towards the
Officer Commanding the Depot, Maj. C. H. Keenlyside, and
smartly saluted him.
The Band and Drums then marched off the Parade Ground
playing the Regimental March, a stirring end to a most enjoy
able and inspiring day. We owe a great debt to those who
organized the events of the day. Everything went off like
clockwork.
May the Past and Present Association of The Queen's Own
Royal West Kent Regiment live long.
" Pte. Banks."

Subscription rates: —
Single Copies 5d., post free.
Other Ranks 51 per annum, post free.
Officers 9/ per annum, post free;
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ANNUAL SERVICE IN THE GARDEN OF REMEMBRANCE,
'
BELtlNGHAM

This afternoon, Sunday, 17th July. 1949, in that beautiful
hallowed place, dedicated to the fallen of the two World Wars,
men and women from all parts came to pay homage. This
garden, triangular in shape, is situated at the rear of a line
of houses between their gardens and a railway line.
Looking over the line, and between the tall poplar trees,
it would seem to he deep in the heart of the country, and
appropriately so, for one can rest in the lovely surroundings
and meditate over those who did not come back, but who
rest in farflung foreign fields, not with sorrow taut with deep
pride.
This garden, for it really is a garden, is worth a visit.
It is quite close to a busy main road yet far enough away for
a peaceful atmosphere to reign and is most tastefully laid
out. Narrow paths garlanded by rustic arches with rambler
roses, flanked by small shrubs, shield and contain the choice
flower beds and little lawns. Here and there, placed with
tender care, are wooden crosses, stones, plaques and a bird
bath, etc., all dedicated to various units, organizations and
individuals, by their comrades, the Borough Council, companies
and firms in the district and other places.
One cross, quite close to where I stood, made a deep
impression on my mind. It bore the inscription " New Zealand."
The Senior Service has its own cross and a ship's bell hangs
there. In the centre, underneath the flagpole, which today
proudly carried the Union Flag, is a small grotto bearing the
Badge and Colours of The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment. It is dedicated to the memory of the fallen of the
11th (Lewisham) Battalion. This afternoon, someone had placed
a photo, shielded by glass, at the foot of the grotto, of the
late Lt.Col. Corfe, ' D.S.O., our beloved leader, who died so
suddenly early this year. This unexpected tribute went deep
into our hearts, and we thank the unknown tor that touching
thought. You will surely wish to linger in that  Garden of
Peace and beauty and it will call you back again and again to
think and to remember. Did we not promise to do so ?
The Parade formed up at the bottom of Bromley Hill and,
led by the Band of the Bromley (Kent) Home Guard Associa
tion who were dressed in a very smart uniform, started on its
way'towards the Garden. Following the Band came a mass of
colour nearly 50 Standards of branches of the British Legion
and other Associations. I noticed one lady carrying a Standard,
wearing several medals, including a South African War Medal
The massed Standards made a striking picture, which included
that of the 11th (Lewisham) Battalion Association, which on
this occasion was carried by a volunteer, who took the place
of Mr. Alderman Toomer, M.M., who had injured his back at
work. After the Standards, came the comrades of the Legion,
together with representatives of various organizations, mostly
wearing their medals.
The ladies "Vnade a brave show, some, too, displayed with
evident pride their War Medals. One or two of them, as with
the older men. marched with difficulty, but they held their
places in the ranks.
The bright clear colour's of the Sea Cadets, very smart and
alert, with their Bugle Band marched with vigour and deter
mination. The procession ended opposite the Headquarters
of the Army Cadet Corps in Bromley Road. The Right Hon.
Lord Moyniham. O.B.E., stood, flanked by Legion Standards,
and took the salute of the marching men and women. As the
leaders turned into the Garden, heavy rain fell. Many were
unprepared, but strode on regardless, others flung coats over
their shoulders. Two men under the shelter of one coat,
helped more than one less prudent individual. Some fled to
shelter.
Soon the paths were filled
by those who braved the
elements and the standards were lined up in the centre,
flanking the Official Group. The Reverend C. S. Kirkpatrick.
Vicar of St. Dunstan's Church, Bellingham, bareheaded, sur
plice and cassock soaked, wearing the ribbons of the last war,
led the Mayor of Lewisham, Councillor G. R. D. Bradfield, J.P..
and Council, which included Alderman W. Toomer. M.M.. or
the Lewisham Association, into the centre of the Garden.
Standing over the drums of the Sea Cadets, he opened the
Service with the hymn " O God our help In ages past." The
Home Guard Band led the singing.
The order of Service was shortened because of the heavy
rain.
The Vicar spoke of his talks with men on board a troop
ship homeward bound, of their hopes and aspirations after
demobilisation.
" Men of two wars remembered the great number of men
who had given their lives for their country. Never should their
sacrifice be forgotten . . .
" The men came home determined not to make the same
mistakes again.

" They had found in the services that true spirit of com
radeship was the one' thing that would help them to overcome
their difficulties and problems. They wanted that spirit
carried on to help them in their task of reconstructlon that
lay before them." The Vicar said : " Our remembrance today
would be a hollow mockery unless we were fired with the firm
resolve to finish
what they had begun—to carry on the
struggle for peace and democracy in the world."
The " Last Post" and " Reveille" were sounded by a
bugler, I believe, from a County Regiment, as I have never
heard them before. My comrades agreed with me that the
calls were most beautiful and magnificent. Accompanied by
rolling, crashing thunder and flashes of lightning, the crystal
clear notes ebbed and flowed with glorious effect. It was most
noble and Inspiring. A short appeal was made by Mr. Fred
Hollington, D.C.M., for support for the Garden.
That lovely old hymn " Abide with me " and the Blessing
ended a memorable service.
The National Anthem was sung in a torrent of rain.
And then there was rather an undignified rush for shelter,
and the British Legion Ilall close by was quickly packed by
a very wet mass of quite cheerful people, to whom a " cup of
tea," etc., kindly offered, was very welcome. To those who
may be interested, I urge a visit to this haven of peace. If a
few coppers or shillings can be spared, to help in the upkeep
of the Garden (for funds are urgently needed), please send
your tribute to the Hon. Sec., Garden of Remembrance Associa
tion, British Legion, Forster Hall, Allerford Road, Bromley
Road. S.E.6.
You can become a member of the Association for 1/ per
year. Your support will be most welcome and appreciated.
Members of the Association and friends will be sorry to
learn that Joe Woodhall, whose photographs have appeared in
the " Gazette," goes into the Seamen's Hospital, Greenwich,
on Thursday for an operation. We all wish him a speedy
recovery, and will think of him on Sunday, at Maidstone,
where we shall miss his cheery smile and laugh.
I must apologise to the 1st Battalion for omitting to add
the congratulations of the Lewisham Association on its glorious
success in the Boxing Championship, which has brought so
much honour to " The Queen's Own," also on its sporting
prowess in other fields.
I shall be grateful if anyone would tell me of the where
abouts of " Darky " Grayland, who was wounded in the leg at
Sharget, Mesopotamia, 28th October, 1918. 2nd Battalion.
Good wishes to all Past and Present Associations.
" Pte. Banks."
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WAR PENSIONS
SPECIAL REVIEW TRIBUNALS TIME LIMIT
The Minister of Pensions announces that application for
the review of cases by Special Review Tribunals cannot be
accepted after 30th November, 1949.
The Special Review procedure applies ONLY to persons
whose claims arose out of the 1939 war and whose appeals were
disallowed by Pensions Appeal Tribunals before 1st August, 1946.
It will be recalled that Special Review Tribunals were set
up in 1946 because certain judgments in the High Court in
England and the Court of Session in Scotland had affected
pension law. It was felt that persons whose appeals had been
disallowed before those judgments had been given should have
the right to have their cases reconsidered.
Ministry of Pensions,
18, Great Smith Street,
London, S.W.I.
18th August, 1949.
I
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ColonellnOhlef The Quean's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
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MAJORGENERAL W. P. OLIVER, C.B., O.B.E.
Colonel of the Regiment.
CHAIRMAN:
COLONEL W. V. PALMER.
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LT.COL. A. A. EASON
Regimental Headquarters, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone.
COMMITTEE:
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Street, Deptford, London, S.E.8.

7th Battalion—Mr. C. T. Pratt, 45, King Street, Maidstone,
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Gravesend—Mr. W. T. Nichols, 61, King's Drive, Gravesend,
Kent.

8th Battalion—Mr. A. B. Sor&ee, 28, Morton Gardens, Walling.
too. Surrey.

London—Mr. W. A. Cole, 29, Moray Road, Pinsbury Park.
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10th Battalion—Mr. Stanford, 10, Bramble Close, Maidstone,
Kent.
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nth Battalion—Mr. L. W. Dawson, 6, Bramley Way, Weet
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20th London Regt., O.C.A.—Mr. J. Mlngay, Forest Greet,
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Home Guard Battalions Affiliated:
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rades' Association, 22, St. Werburgh Crescent, Hoo,
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Collier Street Home Guard, Old Comrades' Association,
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Membership Is open to all who are serving or who have served in The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment. Subscriptions
are: Life Membership: Offioers £2/10/0; Other Ranks 10/; or an Annual Subscription of: Officers 5/; Other Ranks 1/.
The object of this Association is to foster esprit de oorps, to help members keep in touch with ona anortier, and to assist
those in distress. The Association is affiliated to the British Legion.
Past and Present Association Badges are available at a cost of 2/ to Lifs Members.
All communication should be addressed to the Hon. Secretary, Fast and Present Association, The Queen's Own Royal West
Kent Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone, Kent.
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HOME COUNTIES AREA.
"Quo Fas et Gloria Ducunt."
BATTLE HONOURS BORNE ON THE REGIMENTAL COLOUR:
The Sphinx, superscribed "Egypt."
"Vin\lera," "Corunna." "Almaraz." "Vlttoria," "Pyrenees " "Nive."
"Orthes."
Peninsula."
"Punniar,"
"Moodkee."
"Ferozeshah." "Aliwai." "Sobraon." "Alma," "Inkerman." "Sevastopol." "Lucknow," "New Zealand," "Egypt, 1882,"
Nile, 183485." "South Africa. 190002." Afghanistan. 1919."

"Mons,"

"Ypres.

1914.

T5.

BATTLE HONOURS BORNE ON THE KING'S COLOUR :
T7. '18.' "Hill 60." "Somme. 1916. 'IS" "Vimy. 1917." "Italy, 1917, '18." "Galllpoll, 1915,"
' Gaza." " Defence of Kut Al Almara," "Sharqat."

THE GREAT WAR BATTLE HONOURS—18 BATTALIONS :
"Mons." "Le Cateau." "Retreat from Mons." "Marne. 1914." "Aisne, 1914," "La Bassee. 1914," Messines, 1914, '17."
'Yores, 1914, '15 '17, 18." "Hill 60." "Gravenstavel." "St. Julien,"
"Frezenberg."
"Loos."
"Somme.
1916.
'18,"
"Albert, 1916, '18," "Bazentin." "Delville Wood." "Pozieres." "Guillemont."
"FlersCourcelette,"
"Morval,"
"Thlepval,"
"Le Transloy," "Ancre Heights," "Ancre, 1916. '18," Arras,"1917,
'18."
"Vimy,
1917,"
"Scarpe,
1917."
"Oppy,"
"Pilckem," "Langemarck, 1917," "Menin Road." "Polygon Wood," "Broodseinde," "Passchendaele," "Cambrai, 1917, '18"
"St Quentin." "Rosieres," "Avre," Villers Bretonneux," "Lys," "Hazebrouck," "Kemmel," "Amiens," "Bapaume, 1918,"
"Hindenburg
Line."
"Epehv,"
"Canal
du
Nord," "St.
Quentin
Canal,"
"Courtral,"
"Selle."
"Sambre."
"France and' Flanders, 191418," "Italy, 1917, '18." "Suvla," "Landing at Suvla." "Scimitar Hill," "Galllpoll, 1915."
" Rumani,"
"Egypt,
191516,"
"Gaza,"
"El Mughar." "Jerusalem." "Jericho." "Tell 'Asur." "Palestine. 1917, "18"
"Defence of Kut Al Amara," "Sharqat," "Mesopotamia. 191518."

£6ttorial
The Empire Field of Remembrance which is set up
each year on the grass round Westminster Abbey will
again be open to the public from the 3rd to 11th November
beween 9.30 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Arrangements have been made for the plot allotted to
the Regiment to be surrounded by small crosses, and for
a Badge Cross bearing the Regimental Badge superim
posed "upon a miniature wreath of laurels, to be planted
before the opening ceremony.
The Editor regrets a typing error in the July issue of
the Q.O.G., in the extracts from a letter from Colonel
D. E. B. Talbot. D .s.o.. M.C., to the Colonel of the Regi
ment.
The date of the landing of a Company of the 50th
should read 1834. The date erroneously shown (1854) was
obviously wrong as it is wellknown that the 50th was
fighting in the Crimea in that year.
Colonel Talbot has sent us a most interesting article
describing this landing, which we hope to publish next
month.
We are indebted to Mr. R. C. M. Jenkins. Deputy
Chief Constable of Kent, for his very interesting article
" The Police Force as a Career."
We oiler Brigadier R. A. Riddell. C.B.E., our heartiest
congratulations on having the honour to be appointed
AidedeCamp to H.M. The King.
We also offer our congratulations to Lieut.Colonel
R. Donovan Jackson on having been awarded the O.B.E.
He was in charge of the Services Central Book Depot
from 1940 to 1944. ~
A meeting of the Regimental Council. Executive Com
mittee and Officers' Association is being held at the Depot,
on Saturday, 5th November.

REGIMENTAL CHRISTMAS CARDS
A Regimental Christmas Card will be available, price
7d. each.
The card has on the outside the Regimental Crest in
colour and a piece of Regimental ribbon, and inside the
normal Christmas Greetings.
Cards may be ordered from the Administrative Officer,
Depot. The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, The
Barracks, Maidstone.
Cheques or Postal Orders must accompany the order.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
The Officer Commanding 1st Bn. The Queen's Own,
acknowledges with thanks, the following swords and scab
bards. etc.. which are a result of the open letter by the
Colonel of the Regiment in the August isssue of the
Queen's Own Gazette: —
Major H. Smithers, Knockholt. Sevenoaks: 2
Swords. 2 Silverplated Scabbards, 1 Leather Scabbard.
Colonel W. V. Palmer, 3. Bodenham Road. Folke
stone: 2 Swords. 2 Leather Scabbards, 1 Sword Frog,
2 Sam Browne Belts. 1 Red Sash. I Gold Sword Sling,
1 Gold Sword Knot. 1 Leather Sword Case.
MajorGeneral W. P. Oliver. C.B., O.B.E.: 1 Silver
plated Scabbard, 1 Gold Sword Sling. I Red Sash.
Lieut.Colonel A. A. Eason: 1 Sword. 1 Leather
Scabbard, 1 Sword Frog.
We still get a considerable number of Queen's Own
Gazettes returned to us each month with cryptic note
" gone away " on them.
Will subscribers, in their own interest, kindly notify
us of any change of address.
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The " Salient" Awakens
The Institution ol" the Rev. J. S. Fowler, formerly Rector
of Axbridge. Somerset, as Chaplain of St. George's Memorial
Church. Ypres, was conducted by the Bishop of Kensington
(The Right Rev. Henry Colville MontgomeryCamnbell, M.C..
M.A.) on Tuesday, the 13th September last.
Maj.Gen. Sir Richard HowardVyse, K.C.M.G., D.S.O.. J.P..
D.L., the Chairman and members of the British Settlement
Committee at Ypres invited a representative of the Regiment
to attend and Mr. L. W. Dawson was present on behalf of " The
Queen's Own " at the church and at the reception held after
wards in the Pilgrims' Hall.
It will be remembered that a Memorial Banner and Plaque
in memory of those of the Regiment who gave their lives in
the 1914/18 war. was dedicated and unveiled in the church
In June, 1938. and conseouently members of the Regiment
have a very real interest in St. George's Memorial Church and
the British Settlement. As the name implies, the church is
a memorial to the fallen of the 1914/18 war, the fabric was
given by Eton College, the stained glass windows are memorials
unto themselves dedicated to many formations, amongst others
being the Guards' Division, the Royal Army Medical Corps, the
Royal Regiment of Artillery and even each chair has a memorial
plate. The simplicity and beauty of the church, now restored
after war damage, is a striking contrast to the somewhat
ornate churches found on the Continent.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Dear Sir.

" Randtville,"
48, Lyons Crescent,
Tonbridge, Kent.
September 6th, 1949.

Last week I returned from a visit to my son's grave at
Cassino and leel I should like to thank the British Legion
through means of your magazine—if I may—for the splendid
woik they are doing in arranging these War Grave Visits.
Personally I have travelled a great deal in mv life—hv
and, sea and air—and can honestly say I have never travelled
in more comfort. The British Legion have done everything
cai? dc! f°r tho safety' comlort and lieln of one
riyrss'r
and an °f us who have taken advantage of these visits, and
its kindness and generosity are beyond praise. Even the air
provided
lor
lhese
Vicke><
flights—the postwar
Vickei s Viking Passenger Cruisers—are the safest and one ot
the most comfortable in the world, so I am told,
cfflfi' P1ers?nal'y cau "ever thank the British Legion
sufficiently for the opportunity they have given me of visiting
my son s grave, nor vet for the wonderful time I had through
out my visit of four days in Italy.
letter 1 am sending you two photos of my son's
giaie at Cassino—Maj. H. W. HansenRaae, M.C., 1st Bit., The
Queen s Own Royal West Kent Regiment.

The church has not had a Chaplain since the last war
and owing to many difficulties the appointment was long
delayed, however, the British Legion has now accepted financial
responsibility for the Church and Settlement. It is hoped,
therefore, that the British residents in Ypres and the sur
rounding district, who are primarily exservice men employed
by the Imperial War Graves Commission, their wives and child
ren, will now have the facilities which they have lacked
through being away from the homeland.
Not since 1938, when Lt.Col. P. N. Anstruther, D.S.O..
M.C.. and past members of " The Queen's Own." their wives
and friends attended the unveiling of the Regimental Memorial,
has there been such a congregation in the church. Nearly 200
were present, including H.E. The British Ambassador to
Belgium, Col. Fabin—the Military Attache in Brussels, the
Burgomaster of Ypres, Brig. Vale, of the Imperial War Graves
Commission and Mrs. Vale, and many Administrative Officers
and Staff of the Commission and their wives, Maj.Gen. Sir
Richard HowardVyse, K.C.M.G.. D.S.O., J.P., D.L., and Mr.
J. R. Griffin, O.B.E., ViceChairman and General Secretary of
the British Legion respectively. SadnLdr. Wilson, the repre
sentative of the British Legion in Brussels, and a strong con
tingent of the Legion Branch in Ostend, led by Capt. Parminter.
The regard which the British Settlement is held in Ypres
was noticeable hv the many influential residents who accepted
invitations to be present.
Chaplains from the British Churches in Brussels, Antwerp
and Ostend. including the Rural Dean, the Rev. Philin Moore.
M.A., participated in the service. Toe H was represented by
the Rev. Gilbert Williams, who also assisted, The writer had
the privilege of travelling with the latter and learned of his
worldwide travels in the service of the great Toe II movement,
which emanated from and is perpetuated today in Talbot
House in Poperinghe.
The service was most inspiring, and held as it was in the
centre of the spiritual work of what is known as the " Salient,"
one thought of the many comrades who lie in the " Silent
Cities" in the immediate neighbourhood—in fact, their
presence could he felt when the beautiful hymn, "Come Holy
Ghost, our souls inspire," was sung.
Following the service, the congregation adjourned to the
Pilgrims' Hall for the reception. It was most intimate and
friendly and one observed H.E. The Ambassador in deep con
versation with M. le Burgomaster, a sure sign of friendly
relations. The Bishop talked to many before leaving for Eng
land the same evening.
Last but not least, one must refer to those of the Settle
ment who worked so hard making preparation for the " day."
Messrs. R. Collick and W. Dunn did yeoman service and the
ladies, mostly wives of the Imperial War Graves Commission
Staff, gave of their best and certainly provided a most
sumptuous buffdt meal.
L.W.D.

The cemetery is in a very lovely position, being surrounded
on all sides by mountains and hills—in the near distance, on
three sides, and by Monastery Hill on the fourth (as seen in
one of these photos). Behind Monastery Hill stretch moun
tain after mountain, one above the other, as far as eye can see.
Between the cemetery and Monastery Hill runs the river
Rapido. The ruined castle, on a small hill near the base of
Monastery Hill, and the ruined town of Cassino are round a
bend of the hill on your right side as you face it.
Although the whole of the town of Cassino was destroyed
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during the war there are already quite a number of new
buildings, each coloured in a soft pastel shade of pale pink,
pale yellow, pale green, etc., and even a small hotel now pro
vides lunches and teas and is nearly ready to take in guests.
But the most amazing thing of all is that the monks (Bene
dictine Monks) have already rebuilt the Monastery—as one can
see in the photo, at the very top of Monastery Hill, and this
will be completely finished,
they say, in seven months' time.
F. HansenRaae (Mrs.).

The Social and Personal column was very interesting and
I trust that the old " Buster " continues to thrive and prosper.
C. W. Bruce, Maj.
("The Spider.")
P.S.: Since typing this I have had the pleasure of dining
with Maj. De S. H. LewisBarned. out here on holiday,
and Lt.Col. Fry. The conversation waxed mainly
on the Regiment between the wars, and many
names, familiar to all ranks, cropped up time and
again.
We spent a very happy couple of hours
reminiscing.
C.W.B.

Maj. C. W. Bruce.
H.Q., 8G Gen. Tpt. Coin., R.A.S.C..
British Troops in Austria.
15th September, 1949.
Dear Sir,
Having been presented with a copy of " The Q.O.G." for
August and seeing therein letters from Col. D. E. B. Talbot and
Ivanhoe" of the Grenadiers, reminded me that dtiring my
sojourn in B.T.A. I have met several members of " The Queen's
Own." past and present. It is more than three and a half
years since I had the good fortune to travel across the con
tinent with Lt.Col. H. E. Scott. He had been posted as D.A.A.
and Q.M.G. to a brigade stationed near Klagenfurt. In Graz.
at this time, was stationed Maj. Peter Buckle, who was a D.A.A.
and Q.M.G. of 46 Division'.
I met him several times on
business matters.
More recently Lt.Col. P. H. Macklin had a short tour as
A.P.M., being stationed in Vienna, and I was very pleased to
swop reminiscences with the Colonel as I had served many
years under him in various capacities. Also in Vienna at
that time, but now stationed elsewhere is Maj. "Crocus"
Andrews, who has reigned in B.T.A so long he almost qualifies
as the oldest inhabitant, although not in age !
Seated in the Officers Transit Hotel having a prelunch drink,
I was amazed to meet another of the officers for whom I had
performed the duties of C.S.M., way "back in 19345, none other
than Lt.Col. O. M. Fry, M.C. Neither of us had any difficulty
In recognising the other. The Colonel is now with the Army
ICinema Corporation and has recently taken over in Klagenfurt.
We have met several times since and no doubt Colonels P. N.
Anstruther and G. E. WingfieldStratford will be interested
to know that Lt.Col. Fry is still keen on sailing and is to be
found on the Woerthersee in his spare time.
Looking at the photographs of the Reunion brings back
very happy memories of the twentyone years I spent with
' The Queen's Own " and nobody is more proud of the Regi
ment than myself, although I have the honour to serve, at
present, with another Corps. The names which are mentioned
throughout " The Q.O.G." bring to mind many episodes during
my tour with the 1st Bn. " Ivanhoe " recalls that as " The
Spider" and correspondent for C Coy. how much I looked
forward each month to his friendly wars with The Watchdog.
My own D.D.S.T.. soon to leave us, is the brother of Maj.
G. Neve, who went to the Far East just before the commence
ment of the war. Maj.Gen. Whitty, who is the Inspector of
R.A.S.C., is a relative of our own Brig. N. I. Whitty, who, in
my opinion, did so very much for the sporting fraternity of
the 1st Bn.'s teams in the late twenties, having great faith in
our teams' spirit and ability. So many names—I could write
pages—but I fear I am even now taking up too much of your
valuable space, but I would like to say how glad I am to see
that Maj. Keenlyside is still going strong and Maj. Fyler, too.
It was pleasing to see on the parade such familiar faces
as Col. WingfieldStratford, Maj. Lewis Barned. Col. Palmer
and Lt.Col. C .1. R. Lovell. There was no mistaking the Colonel
and Lt.Col. C. R. Lovell. There was no mistaking the Colonel
of the Regiment. I was acquainted with the General when he
commanded C Coy. for a short while in Secunderabad as I was
his C/Sgt.
It was good to see George Elliott on parade also and I
noticed that R.S.M. Tim Haley is still carrying on the old
tradition. I well remember his father in the same rank !
Lt.Col. Talbot's news of R. J. C. Kenny was very interest
ing and I am very pleased to hear how well he did after he left
the Regiment. As a subaltern in 1931. R. J. C. Kenny had
charge of the 1st Bn. soccer XI. which won the Rovers Cup in
Bombay. I had the honour to captain that XI and I well
remember Mr. Kenny asking me whether, as Officer i/c. the
team, he had to toss for ends or have any " other" special
duties.
In the athletic team photo I recognised Lt.Col. A. Martyn
and among the teamsters I feel sure one is exPte. King, who
used to be a Grenadier in the 1st Bn. Reading the P. and P.
correspondence, I wondered whether or not it is being written
by exBdsm. Reed. I note he writes of very familiar names,
i.e., Martin, Fifield and Medhurst.

4

REGIMENTAL GOLF
On the 16th September, a most enjoyable match was played
at Littlestone b.etween The Buffs and " The Queen's Own,"
resulting in a win for the Regiment by 8 matches to 3 with
one halved.
The Buffs were at Littlestone in strength for their annual
autumn meeting, but only six of " The Queen's Own " were
available and two members of the club were brought in to
make the team up to eight. The Buffs' team had a real
impressive display of handicaps and " The Queen's Own"
decisive victory was well earned.
Results : —
SINGLES

BUFFS

W. J. Richardson
E. S, Scott
H. R. Grace
D. Montgomery
G. P. Mount
J. Crookenden
V. Newton Moss
N. Hoare

" QUEEN'S OWN "

beat
Mr. Robinson
lost to Lt.Col. Scott
lost to Lt.Col. Tarver
beat Col. WingfieldStratford
lost to Capt. Archer
lost to Col. MerlottChitty
lost to Col. Hancock
lost to Mr. Leyer Brown

4
4
1
.... 3
4
5
7
9

& 3
& 3
up
& 2
& 3
& 4
& 6
& 7

FOURSOMES

Scott and Grace halved with Scott and Wingfield
Stratford
Montgomery and Mount lost to Robinson and Hancock . . 3 & 2
Richardson and Crookenden beat Tarver and Archer .... 2 & 1
Newton Moss and Hoare lost to Leyer Brown and Merlott
Chitty 6 & 5



REGIMENTAL MUSEUM
We are indebted to Mr. II. N. Peyton for his generous gilt
of: —
1 Blue Helmet with 1st Vol. Bn. Badge.
1 Badge, West Kent Rifles.
1 Badge. 5th Weald of Kent Rifle Volunteers.
We are also indebted to Mr. J. Sergison for sets of Nazi
rank badges, etc.
S. South Africa (Mediterranean) Medal, No. 2846, Pte. G.
Diprose, has been acquired for the museum by purchase.


4

:

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & DEATHS
BIRTH

WHIITY.On September 2nd, 1949, at Tarramia. Borrowdale,
Salisbury, Southern Rhodesia, to Diane (nee Middleton
Marsh), wife of J. A. N. Whitty, a second son—Stephen
Richard Lane.
DEATH.

CARTER.—On July 30th. 1949. at Stoke Newington, Mr. E. E.
Carter, late R.W.K.
We extend our sympathy to his widow and relatives.
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Social and Personal

Maj. R. C. W. Thomas, O.B.E., has returned to a Stall
appointment and is now with Headquarters, Eastern Command.

During the past month we have had visits from the
following :
Col. F. H. Hancock. Lt.Col. H. E. Scott and his brother
—they spent a night at the Depot whilst on their wav
down to play in the Regimental Golf match against the
Buffs.

Maj. D. Monckton, M.C., is now serving with the Airborne
0
Forces Depot, Aldershot.

©

Lt.Col. P. H. Macklin, O.B.E., who is now home from
Austria, is taking over the duties of Recruiting Officer in the
Norfolk area shortly.
ExSgt.. Gibbs visited Depot, 21st September. Address:
19. Oakfield Park Road, Dartford.
Will be 84 years of age 5th November. 1949. Entered
Depot as recruit 67 years ago. Onetime printer of " Q.O.G."
(See remarks, Sgts'. Mess, Depot, notes for October, 1949.)
Capt. N. O. DurdantHollamby, recently home from Kenya,
and Capt. R. A. Burke, M.C., also paid us a visit.
The following extracts from letters will be of interest to
readers:—
Capt. D. H. St. Croix; in a letter to Capt. D. O. Faulkner,
writes :
" I am now on leave from Mil. Hospital, Tidworth, and
enter Orpington Civil Hospital next Monday for treatment. 1
am still in a long plaster and so cannot say what my knee has
in store for me. I have been boarded and recommended for
nine months' treatment.
" . . . My injuries consist of a compound depressed
fracture of the right tibia with knee trouble owing to several
bone chips behind the knee cap. This latter business is the
trouble, I fear."
We wish Capt. St. Croix a speedy recovery.
*
*
3
O
Capt. J. D. B. Bailey writes from Hong Kong to Capt. D. O.
Faulkner :
" I am living in a private flat, which I was lucky enough
to get with the aid of some Chinese friends—since the land
lord would not deal with Europeans direct—complete, with
family and two amahs. Wc have quite a nice view across the
Police Club playing fields and are about fifteen minutes , from
the ferry which takes one to H.K. Island—this is Kowloon
(nine dragons). Our neighbours are all Chinese, who have
come down from Shanghai, so we don't see much of them;
their children and ours, however, greet each other with much
gusto on the stairs. A little further down the street (Sai Yung
Choi Street) or Western Ocean Vegetable, there is the Four
Square Gospel Church of S. China—run bv an American
family—very pleasant indeed; surprisingly normal and O.K., in
fact. I think that perhaps as so many Americans are more
tense than ourselves you meet quite normal people going in
for that sort of thing, whereas in England they would probably
appear rather eccentric. We were burgled the other night—
he came right into our bedroom while we were asleep and
removed signet ring, watches, chain, two fountain pens and
petty cash; luckily my father's watch was being repaired and
so he missed that, also the camera, as it was too heavy for
climbing up drain pipes. We found the suitcase on the roof.
There was, however, no malicious tearing up of documents.
The Chinese were surprised we did not close all the windows
and lock all the doors, but we prefer fresh air . . .
" . . . The three of us who are on Chinese language train
ing have been attached to the University here and have been
going there since January. I get up at sixthirty, have three
individual periods running and am then free for the rest of
the day, that is from 11, but I work at home of course,
especially as T hope to take a private exam, one day. I am
not much good at speaking, though I can understand much
more when it is spoken by the teachers. We are in the wrong
area for Mandarin and so we tend to go for the written side
more, which is universal throughout China.
" One piece of special news : I was invited to lunch by
John Morton's mother, the wife of Rear Admiral Madden,
2nd i/c., P.E. Station, and had a chat with her about Bradfield
and the Regiment. They have a very well done oil painting
of John above the mantelpiece, in uniform. I also saw a snap
of him and Robert Butler, 1 think . . .
" H.K. is crowded out with rich and superrich Chinese
and the shops are crammed with everything you cannot buy at
home."

©

*

©

*

*

*

*

Lt.Col. E. F. MoultonBarrctt, M.C.. O.B.E., returned to
Jamaica on the 22nd September. Before he sailed he wrote :
" Should you ever hear of any of my old friends visiting
Jamaica, you might let them know my address, so that they
can get in touch with me, as I know most this is to be known
about accommodation, etc., and might be helpful to them.
" I was very glad to be able to come over in time for the
Dinner and so meet some old friends again, but on looking
through the list, there are many there whom I knew but did
not see. It was a pity that I could not come to the O.C.A.
Reunion or the cricket, when wc might have had some more
time to talk ..."
a
# fc
#
Brig. N. I. Whitty. D.S.O.. writing from Southern Rhodesia
says :
" I am thoroughly enjoying myself out here, a fair amount
of golf and bridge and a lot of work getting the place as f
want it. As far as I can sec the last is likely to keep me busy
for the rest of my life. We've hardly made a start on the
garden yet. At the moment my big job is building a dry
stone wall as part of the boundary—a hell of a business, as
none of the stone is of the right shape ..."
©

©

©

©

Mr. H. J. Dosell (late 6343426) writes:
" If any of the old members of my time, who served in the
2nd Bn., are ever on holiday in Edinburgh, I shall be only too
pleased if they give me a call: they would be sure of a drink.
They will find
me at: Powdcrhall Arms, Broughton Road,
Edinburgh."



Honours and Awards
The KING lias been graciously pleased to give orders for
the following appointment to the Most Excellent Older of the
British Empire : —
To be Ordinary Officer of the Civil Division of the said
Most Excellent Order :
Lt.Col. Robert Donovan Jackson, County Army Welfare
Officer, City of London.
» 

©

*

*

Brig. Ralph Anthony Riddcll, C.B.E. (14835). late Inf., is
appointed AidedcCamp to The King, 4th September, 1949,
vice Col. (Hon. Maj.Gen.) Norman Clowes. C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C.
(49673) Retd.

+

Promotions and Appointments
EXTRACTS

FROM

LONDON

GAZETTE

REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS
Lt. John Alfred Frank Vinson
Commn., to be Lt., 1st January, 1949.

(365739),

from

Emerg.

REGULAR ARMY SHORT SERVICE COMMISSION
Lt. Alan Percival Mansfield (330724), from Emerg. Commn.,
to be Lt., 6th July, 1949, with seniority 2nd January, 1945.
TERRITORIAL ARMY
Col. Francis Joseph Frederick Edlmann. D.S.O.. O.B.E., D.L.
(6911). relinquishes his appointment as Hon. Col.. 27th Sep
tember, 1949, his tenure of appointment having expired.
Lt. (Actg. Capt.) P. N. Maichant (251947). to be Cant., 18th
September, 1949, with seniority 28th August, 1948.
The following Officer is awarded the Efficiency
(Territorial) : —
Lt. (Hon. Capt.) F. A. P. Weatherall (151497).

Medal
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News

from

St BATTALION
CRICKET
The final
of the InterCoy.
Cricket Shield for 1949 was
played on 11th and 12th Sep
tember between E Coy. and H.Q.
 Y " Coy. and resulted in an
unexpected
but nevertheless
welldeserved victory for E Cov.
by the very close margin ol
three runs. " The first competi
tion for this shield took place
in 190G. and the last time it was
awarded was in 1938, when it
was won bv C Coy. The shield s
revival this vear was appropri
ately marked by a final
which
must rank as one of the closest,
and most exciting in its very
long history.
H.Q. " t " Coy. started the
match as firm
favourites. It
had six more or less regular
members of the Bn. side in
its team, including three of the
Bn.'s best bowlers.
It had
reached the final via C Coy. and
H.Q. " X " Coy., and had skittled
out the latter for a mere 16
runs.
E Coy. had beaten B Coy. and A Coy. but in neither game
had it been really convincing. Its only claim to fame was the
possession of one batsman who had turned out on the odd
occcasion for the Bn. It had, however, throughout the com
petition been inspiringly led by 2/Lt. Dodson, whose personal
batting, bowling and fielding performances in all matches, par
ticularly in the final, contributed largely to rts ultimate victory.
E Coy. batted first
but started indifferently and after 20
minutes play their first three batsmen were back in the pavilion
with only 15 runs on the board. The match thus appeared to
be taking its expected course, when 2/Lt. Dodson and Cant.
Wilson together proceeded to effect a complete change in the
game and to lay the foundation of the very fairsized total of
139 which E Coy. eventually managed to accumulate.
At this point no liberties at all could be taken with either
Pte. Price or Lt. Rounell, both of whom were bowling really
well. Wisely neither batsmen made any attempt to force the
pace, but concentrated on tiring the bowlers. This they accom
plished with such success that when Price eventually bowled
Dodson to break the partnership, both he and Lt. Roupell had
temporarily exhausted themselves and with the shine now well
and truly off the ball the edge had gone from the vaunted H.Q.
" Y " Coy. attack and was never fully recovered.
Shortly after Dodson had lert Capt. Wilson, who up to that
moment had been a model of patience, was tempted by one ol
Pte. Simpson's slow legbreaks and hit him for a straight and
very high six. Attempting, however, to repeat the stroke off
the next ball be was well caught on the longon boundary by
L/Cpl. Woodhouse after a nerveracking display of juggling
with the ball. The score was then 47 for 5.
This should have been the cue for the H,Q. " Y " bowlers
to run through the remainder of the opposing batsmen, but
they were foiled in the attempt by Lt. Eliwood who. after sur
viving two awkward overs from Pte. Simpson, suddenly got a
good view of the ball and proceeded to hit up a most workman
like 49, mainly by unorthodox but effective forcing shots on
the leg side.
Lt. Eliwood obtained excellent support from Pte. Mills
and Pte. Bullivant and with the H.Q. " Y " bowling by now
definitely flagging,
and aided also by two or three dropped
catches, E Coy. eventually achieved the very respectable total
of 139. At this juncture tea was taken.

Battalions :
Play was resumed at 5.30 p.m. and with the shadows from
the trees round the ground encroaching right down to the
pitch. H.Q. " Y " Coy. made a disastrous start. By 6.10 p.m. it
had lost four wickets for only 18 runs and amongst those out
was Pte. Batts, opening bat for the Bn.. for which he hacl
recently been making a lot of runs. He lost his wicket very
unluckily, being hit on the gloves by a ball which then trickled
on to the stumps, just dislodging one bail.
The shadows were by now right across the wlckct and
Maj. Fyler and Pte. Simpson had to face a very unpleasant 20
minutes before close of play at 6.30 o.m. However, this they
managed without any incident and in the process advanced the
score to 42 for 4 wickets before stumps were drawn for the
night.
The match was resumed on Pith September, with E Coy.
naturally pretty confident of victory, especially if they could
break early Hie Maj. Fyler—Pte. Simpson partnership. But
neither batsman experienced any difficulty at all with the
bowling and the score was pushed along o.uietly and safely
until it looked any odds on H.Q. " Y " Coy. making the runs
after all. However, with the score at 72. Maj. Fyler hooked a
short ball from Pte. Jones hard towards short leg, where 2/Lt.
Dodson brought off a remarkable high lefthanded catch at
full stretch. This put an altogether different complexion on
the game and when Lt. Elhvood Look an equally difficult catch
just off the ground to dismiss Pte. Price and Lt. Roupell was
shortly afterwards bowled by 2/Lt. Dodson, the match seemed
to be In E Coy.'s pocket.
But this was not altogether the case, for Pic. Simpson now
started to attack the bowling and bit a succession of boundaries
all round the field.
R.Q.M.S. Grubb. at the other end, concen
centratcd grimly on keeping the ball out of his wicket. Between
them they took the score to 110, when R.Q.M.S. Grubb was
run out in an attempt to take a tactical single at the end
of an over.
With Pte. Coombes as his new partner Pte. Simpson con
tinued to score rapidly until just when H.Q. " Y " Coy seemed
as certain to win as had E Coy. earlier in the afternoon.
Simpson, with the score at 132, was clean bowled, playing back
to a good length ball from 2 Lt. Dodson. He had played a
magnificent and chanceless innings of 82 and it could hardly
have been more disappointing for him to lose his wicket with
only eight more runs needed to win.
Amid intense excitement C/Sgt. Barber and Pte. Coombes
advanced the score by a series of pretty shaky singles to 136.
when Coombes snicked a low catch to Hodgkins in the slips
and E Coy. had won a match which will long be remembered
by those who took part in it.
Both teams are to be congratulated on the game, particu
larly E Coy. which, although considerably the weaker team on
paper, nevertheless overcame this handicap by resolute batting
and by gratefully accepting all the catches that came their
way. The difficult task of umpiring this match of fluctuating
fortunes was most ably carried out by Capt. Burke (D Coy.)
and 2/Lt;. Abell (A Coy.). The Commanding Officer presented
the shield to the winning team.
SCORES:—

E COMPANY

Pte. Jones, b. Price
Cpl. Hcdgkins, b. Price
Sgt.. Bidmead, l.b.w., b. Roupell
Capt. Wilson, c. Woodhouse. b. Simpson
2/Lt. Dodson. b. Price
Lt. Eliwood. b. Price
.,
Sgt. Wilkins, b. Catt
2/Lt. French, b. Rouoell
Pt. Mills, b. Price
Pte. Bullivant, l.b.w., b. Price
Pte. Hartington, not out
Extras
Total

L

....

9
2
1
17
10
49
3
5
11
13
4
15
139

Bowling : Pte. Price 6 for 40, Lt. Rounell 2 for 45, Pte.
Simpson 1 for 25. O.R.Q.M.S. Catt 1 for 14.
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Pte. Baits, b. Dodson
O.R.Q.M.S. Catt, c. French, b. Dodson
L/Cpl. Woodhouse, l.b.w., b. Bullivant
Pte. Simpson, b. Dodson
Capt. Ransley, c. French, b. Dodson
Maj. Fyler, c. Dodson. b. Jones
Pte. Price, c. Eliwood, b. Jones
Lt. .Roupell, b. Jones
R.Q.M.S. Grubb, run out
Pte. Coombes, c. Hodgkins, b. Bullivant
C/Sgt. Barber, not out
Extras

1
0
82
6

17

....

Total

1
0
1
4
0

19
136

Bowling : 2/Lt. Dodson 4 for 25. Pte. Bullivant 2 for 40.
Pte. Jones 3 for 24. Lt. Eliwood 0 for 12. Pte. Hartington
0 for 9.

Officers' Mess
On 26th August a very successful cocktail nartv was held
on the lawn in front of the Officers' Mess. Some two hundred
Officers and guests were present and music was orovided by the
Regimental Band. In addition to guests from Headciuarters
Home Counties District and from units in the area, we were
very pleased to see a number of retired Officers of the Regiment
and their wives. Our W.R.A.C. waitresses were wearing their
new uniforms for the first
time—these consist of dark blue
overalls with light blue facings and the Regimental Badge.
We were very glad to receive a visit during the month
from Lt.Col. E. A. Sharpin.
On Sevastopol Day. 8tli September, the Drums beat Retreat
on Moore Square and afterwards the Mess was open for Officers
and their guests. The Regimental silver was on display, includ
ing the drum taken by the 2nd Battalion in the storming of
the Redan.

SailingThe season has so far been enjoyable though comparatively
uneventful. The club is in possession of one 14ft. Island
Class dinghy, " Sandfish," which usually ventures beyond the
safe arm of Folkestone harbour about four times a week.
Two teams were entered to represent the Bn. in the E.
Comd. Regatta at Sheemess : —
" A " Team : Lt. Eliwood and 2/Lt. Norton.
" B " Team : Cpl. Tilley and Pte. Hinge.
Unfortunately the Regatta had to be cancelled at the last
moment owing to the dock strike.
After Lt. Bird's departure Lt. Eliwood became Officer i/c.
Sailing, and as he is shortly leaving for East Africa, this duty
has been assumed by 2/Lt. Norton. We should like to thank Lt.
Eliwood for the Lime and hard work which he gave the Sailing
Club and hope that he may enjoy many haopy voyages from
his new station.
As the end of the season approaches we hoDe that the
many people who have answered " the call of the running tide "
and have happy memories of putting to sea aboard " Sandfish,"
will assist in the strenuous task of refitting her for next
season. As the " Water Rat" said in Kenneth Grahame's
"Wind in the WillLows" "... There is nothing—absolutely
nothing half so much worth doing as simply messing about in
boats."
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Lt. Charles Hamilton has now obtained a transfer to the
Para. Regt. We wish him the best of luck and "Happy land
ings."
«

*

»

*

Capt. Eric Woodman has just returned from some well
earned leave and a firefighting
course.
»

*

*



This month we have said goodbye to the following officers,
who have gone on release: 2/Lt. Girling. 2/Lt. Ginsberg.
*
*
*
*
Capt. J. E. Dent has recently returned from some well
earned leave.
*

©

*

»

Hearty congratulations to Lt. J. H. S. Burgess on his recent
promotion.
*

*

*

*

We extend a hearty welcome to the following officers:
2/Lt. K. S. Beale. from the R.M.A.; 2/Lt. Denning, from O.C.S.,
Chester.
*

*

*

*

Hearty congratulations to Fus. and Mrs. Swales on the
birth of a daughter, Maureen Elizabeth
©

*

»

'

«

We congratulate.Cpl. HullBrown (E Coy.) on bis success
at W.O.S.B.
*

*

*

*

Hearty congratulations to Sgt. Watts (D Coy.) on his recent
marriage.
©

»

*

»

Sgt. Skilton (A Coy.) will shortly be leaving us to join
1 Surreys in Greece. We wish him the best of luck.
*

*

*

*

Hearty congratulations to Cpl. Wilson 095 and Cpl. Wilson
096. both of E Coy., on their recent promotions
»
»
©
*
Four members of the Orderly Room staff have been de
mobbed during the past few weeks—L/Cpls. M. Cowper and
J O. Comley, and Ptes. E. Edwards and D. Stebbings
We wish them every success in civvy street.
"

»

»

*

The W.R.A.C. staff of the Orderly Room has been depleted
by the recent posting, to the R.E. Depot, Rlpon, of Pte R M.
("Toni") La Merte.
GENERAL

" A " Training: Company

We understand that Lt. Burgess has returned to the Coy.
after a short absence. He has not been seen as yet, but the
staccato roar of his motorcycle has been heard around barracks
again.
The Coy. Lines are fast assuming the appearance of the
pits at Wembley Speedway Stadium—Cpl. Gillett is thinking
of leaving the Army and becoming a speedway rider.
The
question is. where does all the petrol come from?
We have recently acquired some very smart signs indicat
ing the Coy. Lines, etc. We are receiving enquiries daily as to
where we got them and how much. It is assumed from this
that we are soon to be followed by less enterprising Coys
The Pis. are beginning to think about passing out. and by
the time these notes appear will have departed. We wish them
them the best of luck and may they be as well looked after in
the future as they have been in the last 10 weeks. We get our
new intake on Sept. 15th, so at the time of writing they are
still free men.
TRAINING
Nothing very much of note has taken place this month,
apart from the fact that a visit to the gas chamber lias been
reintroduced into the programme. The Coy. went on Sept. 6th
and has not recovered yet. This morning the writer saw a
large number of men feverishly fitting their gas masks, so it is
possible that tliey are going again.
The Hythe Ranges have been visited regularly during the
month and much benefit has been gained from the able instruc
tion of C.S.M. Swanson. The permanent cadre lias also been
firing the annual warcourse this month, and on the whole the
standard has been high. This was particularly so with the
L.M.G.. Cpl. Redpath being top scorer with 108 points.
No. 1 PI. went on a night scheme early in the month and
stayed at Arpinge after making a lot of noise. Despite tired
ness the following day. most of them enjoyed it. This PI. again
.won the interpi. cup with the previous intake—this is the
third time running. Well done. No. 1 PL, but let somebody
else have it now and again.
We have only three training Pis. with this intake, chiefly
due to the fact that some Regiments had fewer recruits. The
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system seems to be working quite well, except that there are
now threesided arguments as to which is the best regiment in
the PI.
SPORT
The Coy. has spent the last month preparing for the
football season. The interpl. games have been held, and the
winning Pis. will play in the interpl. competition during the
Regtl. Weekend.
The Coy. team has to date the imposing record of two
matches played and two won. The first of the season, against
the Orderly Room, resulted in a 4—2 victory. 2/Lt. Goodwin
and Cpl. Redpath each scored two goals, while C/Sgt. Miller
celebrated his return to the game with the best goal of the
match.
The other match, against the Gpls. Club, was won 8—0.
our marksmen being Cpl. Redpath (4). 2/Lt. Goodwin (3). and
Pte. Woodcock (1).
It's a good start to the season; let's hope that we can
keep it up.

"B" Training Company
The past weeks have brought several changes in the Coy.
The long strides of Capt. Ililfe no longer echo round our walls.
To Capt. and Mrs. Macmillan we offer our congratulations
now that they have a daughter "taken on strength."
Maj. Read has joined the "Staff" for a few weeks and is
performing the antics of Adrn. Fd. Offr.. in the absence of Maj.
Gwilliam on leave.
The greygreen faces our Coy. H.Q. have now been restored
to their normal hue—the C.O.'s Adm. inspection havivng been
satisfactorily completed.
During the Sept. Regtl. Weekend our Coy. football team
failed, not ingloriously however, to reach the heights of fame.
Our first match, against D Coy., was a win, 1—0. but we lost
0—4 against the 3 C.I.C. team, who proved the ultimate victors.
We offer a large bouquet to Lt. Roupell for his organisation
of the Bttn. Rifle Meeting. Our Coy. representatives (bewailing
the absence of Sgt. Bradshaw and Cpl. Dawson on leave) were
very fortunate, as the following results show:—
L.M.G. Open Invitation—Cpls. Pace and McCluskey (1st).
L.M.G. InterCoy.—B Company (1st). Team: Sgt. Young,
Cpls. Pace, McCluskey and Sherwood.
Rifle Open Championship—Sgt. Young (3rd).
After the glory of the prizegiving, the following were seen
slinking off to collect their "ackers" won on the sideshows:—
Lt. Nicholl—Pool Bull; Cutting String with Pistol.
Cpl. Sherwood—Cutting String with Pistol.
Cpl. Quinn—L.M.G. Stripping.
(The cost of repair to the L.M.G. has not been assessed!)
The next item of interest was the Bn. CrossCountry
scramble, in which Cpl. Pace gained 7th place in a field of 750.
We are hoping to see him in the Bn. CrossCountry Team.
We would like to wish Cpl. and Mrs. Sherwood a long and
happy future together. The other Cpls. of the Co.y. are wonder
ing what he's got that the Sgts.' Mess haven't.
We are pleased to welcome to the Coy. Lt. Osborne. 2/Lt.
Holm and Cpl. Neal.
By the time this appears in print we shall have lost two
firstclass
N.C.O.S in Cpls. "Tug" Wilson and Bill Button.
"Tug." who came to B Coy. almost two years ago. has been one
of the backroom boys; his cheerful efficiency has played no
small part in making the Coy. work successfully. Bill Button
has undoubtedly been one of the best training N.C.O.s in the
unit. Their departure will be a great loss: may we wish them
all the best in their civilian careers.
ITEMS IN BRIEF
C/Sgt. Horstead has at long last departed on a wellearned
leave.
Cpl. Cawley reappears unexpectedly from his hideout at
Hythe to lend his support to our Coy. football team.
Cpl. McCluskey, having moved into a new quarter, is busy
slapping on paint.
The normal tranquillity of our 2 i/c.'s office is somewhat
abruptly shattered in the early hours by the arrival of our
2 i/c. in state (of trepidation? ) in a fiendish
contrivance which
passes under several nomsdeplume among the Coy. Staff.
5 PLATOON
The boys of the PI. all met for the first time in Block (1.
Moore Barracks, on the 18th of August, 1949.
We were at first
complete strangers to one another, but
have made friends" quickly. With the exception of a few chaps
who have taken N.C.O.'s courses, we are all the original intake
of G Block.
Our PI. is composed of fourteen Queens and thirteen Butts.
Who are a pretty good crowd on the whole, ' In our room, the

Queens, the majority of the boys come from London and Surrey,
and tlie Buffs from the Canterbury and Ramsgate districts.
Army life, so far, isn't too bad, but we all have to grin
and bear it.
In my estimation they are all a fine bunch here, and every
body "mucks in" with each other. Our chaps, a few of them
at least, are somewhat talented. One of them, by the name
of Braithwaite, was a Crystal Palace player, who now plays for
the Bn. team; while Richardson plays for the Coy. team.
Our star, however, is undoutebdly Mr. Frankie Thompson,
who in Civvy Street used to have his own dance band. He
recently played the drums accompanying Petula Clark, the
film star.
His colleague is Chris Kemnitz, who was a "Spiv" in Civvy
Street, and used to push his barrow up and down the Mile End
Road, and on Sundays used to sell whelks down Petticoat Lane.
In conclusion, the rest of the fellows are a good bunch,
ranging from plumbers to wrestlers, and I'm proud to be one
of them.
6 PLATOON
OPEN LETTER FROM A TRAINEE IN HIS 3rd WEEK
OF TRAINING
During my three weeks' training here at Shorncliffe I have
found it quite interesting and have learnt a good deal concern
ing the rifle, L.M.G., foot drill, etc. Sports also are grand.
Although I get rather pushed for time. I just about manage
to get my odd jobs done by "Lights Out."
On the whole, life in the Army is not all that bad. and
although pay is not too good, one just about manages to get
through the week.
The lectures that we have are quite good, but I would
rather learn about the rifle and L.M.G. in the practical way.
The food is quite good, but I myself must say that I could
do with a little more on my plate, although the helpings
haven't been too small just lately.
I like doing my training all day, but what I do detest are
fatigues which often come around in the evenings. In the
evening I like to take my time and write to my parents and
young lady, and let them know how I am getting on. Some
times in. the evenings you are still working until about 8.30
p.m., which, after cleaning your belt, brasses and two pairs
of boots, besides waiting for your kit to dry, doesn't leave you
much time.
Our biggest thrill in this room is to win the Saturday
shields. Although we have to put our backs into it. the boys
and I think it is well worth it and all agree that It is a very
good thing to have.
Since I have been here I really do think that drill, on the
Square, has done many others and myself some good by pulling
our shoulders back. Sometimes it does get tiring.
One other thing the boys and I have found is that the
system of queuing in the N.A.A.F.I. is very bad. and something
should be done about it. You have to right and shove for a
cup of tea, and by the time you have fought your way out you
have only halfacup left. (Queuing ?—Ed.)
I don't think that there can be any better camp than this
one as regards fresh air and health. When we have our P.T..
Rifle, L.M.G., and other things, the fresh air certainly makes
it very interesting and enjoyable. I am hoping that when we
have finished our training we will have a little more time to
ourselves, and yet, every week that comes, I find that things
become easier.
When 1 first came into the Army I thought I would never
get used to the routine, but now it all comes automatically.
The biggest thrill, I think, is receiving mail, which, like many
other things, keeps you going.
To conclude, I would like to say that most of the Officers
and N.C.O.s are'very helpful and civil at most' times, which
makes one more cheerful. One other thing I would like to say
is that the Church is very nice and the Padre is very good to us
all. All I am hoping is that the boys and myself pass the train
ing quite weir and become good soldiers in the future.
7 PLATOON
We have three weeks of our basic training behind us. The
time has been well snent and we are now used to the routine
and everyone is settled in. The strength of the PI. is twenty
three men. and it is commanded by 2/Lt. Lygo. with Cpl. Sher
wood as PI. Sgt. and L/Cpl. Perry as a very hardworked Section
N.C.O. Cpl. Sherwood is going on leave to get married. The
PI. has presented him and bis wifetobe with a clock, and with
it go our congratulations and very best wishes for their future
happiness.
We learn that Sgt. Closier, now returned from a well
earned rest, will take over tl)e duties of. PI. Sgt.
There has been a disappoitment this week lor Pte. Piet
(six foot), otherwise known as "Streaky." He had applied
lor a course with the Airborne Forces, but his services were
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declined because of his physique.
It was thought that he
might disappear down a rabbit hole when landing.
Well, that is all this time—but you will be hearing from
us again. It is perhaps fortunate that our readers are unable
to hear the, hideous strains of our signature tune which Pte.
"Eggy" Coreman is now playing on his mouth organ.
8 PLATOON
We arrived not so long ago and after p. very hectic first
fortnight we are just beginning to find our feet.
During our first fortnight. Cpl. Dawson guided us through
the mysteries of military training. Then he had to leave us
/regretfully, we are sure), to look after his own squad—sorry,
family—while his wife was away for an operation, from which
we hope she will soon recover.
Cpl. McCluskey then took over, with some active assistance
from Cpl. Pace, and we had some vigorous moments on the
Square. We congratulate our PI. N.C.O.s on carrying off the
InterCoy. L.M.G. pairs prize and the individual prize as well.
We are now wondering who is to polish the cups!
Now we are about to have another change in command.
It is reverently whispered that a certain Sgt. Bradshaw is soon
to descend on the Coy. and on us particularly. Wc look forward
with awe to this great moment.

"C" Training: Company
Intake No. 262 arrived in the Coy. on the 4th August, two
weeks before old intake passed out. This is always a difficult
period as it stretches our N.C.O. resources, already limited, to
breakingpoint. However, wc managed, and arc glad to see
that next time the overlap is for only a week.
Our new intake started 133 strong, and the seven Regiments
of the group were all of about equal strength. We soon lost
14, however, to the O.R.I. PL. where they will train as potential
officers and N.C.O.s. We wish them the best of luck.
We are well represented in potential recruits for the
R.A.E.C.. having 18 "Bright Boys" who can more than hold
their own in A.B.C.A. discussions, even if they are a little weak
in the more practical side of soldiering.
No. 12 PL were unlucky to have a case of polio (??)—more
commonly known as infantile paralysis. This resulted in the
whole PL having to be segregated from the rest of the Coy. for
three weeks. They also had to be stopped from taking any
sort of violent exercise, which interfered seriously with such
subjects as Drill. P.T., and Fieldcraft. By getting ahead, how
ever. with less strenuous subjects, they have kept up with ihe
rest of the Coy., and now that they are out of quarantine have
already acquitted themselves well in the P.T. Tests.
The old intake had rather a rude shock in their passing
out tests. They were all set to beat the existing Coy. records,
which still keeps us at the top of the InterCoy. Ladder, but
owing to a tighteningup of the marking system they fell far
short of their ambition. We hope for better results from the
present intake.
The PassingOut Parade on 17th August has already been
written up in the last copy of the "Queen's Own Gazette."
During the month we have had both Capt. Woodman and
C.S.M. Kettle away on leave at the same time, which put a
severe strain on the organisation and administration of the Coy.
We now welcome C.Q.M.S. Huggett, of the Royal Sussex
Regt., in place of C.Q.M.S. Mallison. who wants to get back to
soldiering in West Africa. Wc wish both of them the best of
luck in their respective appointments.
Cpl. Waller has left us on demob. All the best to him in
Civvy Street.
We had a visit from the Colonel of the Middlesex Regt..
who spoke to all the Middlesex representatives, and visited the
combined Middlesex and Royal Sussex Regtl. Room.
We are expecting the G.O.C.'s Annual Inspection to be
sprung upon us at 24 hours' notice, so a lot of effort is being
put into getting everything shipshape. The Pis. are all garden
ing frantically in the patches in front of the barrack rooms,
and what they lack in flowers they make up for with patterns
in stones.
At the time of going to press we have just had the Bn. Rifle
Meeting, where the Permanent Cadre have kept up the stan
dard. though' unfortunately all the recruits had to be left out.
as they have just had their second dose of T.A.B.
We will be back again next month with our September
notes, when we hope to bring you fresh triumphs of the Coy.
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"D" Training- Company
Once again wc have a double Company and are even
shorter of N.C.O.s than before. Few recruits can realise the
amount of work put in by their N.C.O.s in their first and last
fortnights, when everything seems to land upon them at once.
Our senior Intake pass out on 14th September, when the
parade will be taken by Maj.Gen. the Hon. P. G. Scarlett, C.B.,
M.C., The Colonel of the Buffs. The Platoons have been
renumbered 13. 14. 15 and 16. as part of the policy of having
some sort of continuity throughout the Battalion.
In the Battalion Rifle Meeting, held at Hythe on the 10th
September, we won the Cheylson Falling Plate with the team
of Lt. Wade. C.S.M. Whitlock. Sgt. Dowsing and Col. Henden,
and in the Recruits Open Shoot Ptes. Humphries (15 Pl.) and
Carroll (13 PL) came second and third respectively. On the
L.M.G. C.S.M. Whitlock and Sgt. Dowsing came second in the
Open Pairs and together with Sgt. Watts and Cpl Henden, won
the InterCoy. Pairs. Besides our competitors, we also supplied
a butt party of 60 meij, so nearly everyone was occupied in
one way or another.
In the nature of sport 15 PI. somehow manage to over
whelm all comers. During the recent Regimental Weekend, on
the Sunday afternoon it beat a B Coy. PL to win the Battalion
InterPlatoon Soccer Tournament, and in the Novices Boxing
on Saturday night one of its representatives, Pte. Clarke
(Queen's), gave us a devastating exhibition. Has Sgt. Kent some
horrible influence, or why does it always happen to be his
PL that catches the limelight ?
So much for the old Intake, to whom we wish the best
of luck wherever fate or the War Office may send it. As for
the new, it included in its numbers so many who have passed
over to the Cadcl Platoon that there is talk of reorganizing them
into three platoons instead of four. But news of that must
wait till the next issue.

" E " Training Co.
Since our last screed we have had yet another change at
the " top." We have regretfully lost Capt. Burke, M.C.. to
D Coy. and welcome Capt. Upton as our present Company
Commander.
Lt. Hamilton left us recently for the Parachute Regiment
and we wish him all success and happy landings.
We welcome Lt. Mansfield to continuation training and
hope that it will be some time before he departs for West
Africa. Lt. Rinacres has recently joined us and is taking care
of the admin, side of the Coy. 2/Lt. French joined us from
C Coy. and is commanding a continuation training platoon.
The Coy. Clerk, Fus. Deering, will leave us all too soon on
Release and Fus. Jay is busy as his understudy. Lt. Eliwood
departs soon for East Africa; we shall be very sorry to lose him.
Continuation Training is going on full blast, with platoons
enjoying their nights out during the recent suell of hoc
weather. During a recent night, exercise 20 Platoon, under Lt.
Mansfield, attacked and destroyed by fire no less than 18 acres
of the Beachborough area. Lt. Wilson returned from a night
exercise hiding a badly cut eye under a oastel blue eyeshade.
It would seem that C.S.M. Selmes liked the style, as he is at
present sporting a rather natty model in black.
2/Lt. Dodson is in the process of handing over the Cadet
Platoon to 2/Lt. Fletcher, prior to going on the Sports and
Games Course at the A.P.T.C. School, Aldershot. C.Q.S.M.
Murphy is still wearing his worried frown; he has a new Arms
Storeman, Fus. Swales, who we welcome to the Coy.
Cpl. Stepney is busy moving into a larger quarter in antici
pation of an addition to his family strength.
We congratulate Cpl. HullBrown on his success at W.O.S.B.
He departs for O.C.S. in the near future. May he soon get the
" pip."
Our terrible twins, the Wilsons, remain identical as they
have both been promoted to Cpl. Congratulations to them
both.
Lt. Wilson, Sgt. Bidmead. M.M., and Sgt. Wilkins have
been selected to play in the Bn. cricket team on several
occasions. The Coy. cricket team has reached the finals
ol
the InterCoy. Competition and will play H.Q. Coy. during the
September Regimental Weekend.
Pte. Stuyvesant, a trainee, was selected to be one of the
Bn. Competitions at the H.C. District InterUnit Swimming
Contest and helped it to success; well done. Sgt. Boorer was
well on form at the H.C. District Rifle Meeting, being one of
the winners of the Grouping Practice and second in the
Application.
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H.Q. Company
A feature of our activities during the past month has been
the Annual Range Course, which has been fired
by numerous
members of the Company. As reported in our last notes, we
are now able to record the outstanding efforts. The following
have attained Marksman Standard and arc to be congratulated
on their achievements : —
Rifle : L/Cpl. Burroughs.
Sgt. Simpson.
Pte. White.
Pte. Clayton.
.L.M.G.: Cpl. Fooks.
Cpl. Cash.
Cpl. Murphy.
L/Cpl. Tindale.
Pte. Soanes.
During the month " X" Group met " Y" Group In the
semifinal of the InterCompany Cricket Knockout Competition.
" Y " Group proving loo strong for the Banc! and Drums. " X
Group batted first
and survived less than half an hour and
were all out for 16 runs. Pte. Price and Lt. Roupell shared
the honours, each taking five wickets. In reply " Y *' Group
passed the required total without loss declaring at 111 for 3
(Pte. Batts 53 not out, Capt. Ransley 22) and qualified for the
final.
,, ,
As wc go to press we are able to report the exciting climax
to the competition : " Y " Group losing to E Company by the
very narrow margin of three runs. E Company batted first
and " Y " Group made an excellent start, capturing three quick
wickets. Hopes of an early dismissal of E Company were
dashed, however, by a stalwart innings by Lt. K. Eliwood. who,
with a socre of 49 'helped E Company to run up a total of 139
runs. With an hour left for play " Y " Group scored 42 for
the loss of 4 wickets, when stumps were drawn for the day.
Continuing the following day, Maj. Fyler and Pte. Simpson
steadily raised the score, but with the departure of Maj. Fyler
(17) wickets fell quickly. Pte. Simpson, however, scored at a
rapid rate and reached 82 before returning to the pavilion; a
very fine innings indeed. The last wicket partnership carried
the total to 136, wh,en Pte. Coombes was caught in the slips
off Bullivant. Our thanks to E Company for a very exciting
match.
With the start of the football season the Company is pre
paring for the forthcoming League. To date we have played
one friendly match against 2 Drafting Company, losing by six
goals to three, Cpl. Lawson, of 2 Company, scoring all six goals
for his team.
, w
Capt. Ranslev recently attended a Regimental Messing
Officers' Course at the A.C.C. Training Centre. During his
absence, Lt. Wilkinson joined the Company and has now leit
us for a Training Company.
Notable among our departures recently are Q.M.S.I. Badham
(A.P.T.C.) to Aldershot for a tour of duty at the Army School of
Physical Training, and Sgt. Donovan (R.A.E.C.) to Bodmin for
duty With a Forces' Broadcasting Unit in B.A.O.R. We wish
them every success in their new stations.
Wc oiler our congratulations to Cpls. Wood and Dickson,
and to L/Cpls. Lucy, Lilley, Osmond, Ritchie and Hodge on
their recent promotions.
Our first Football League match is on the 21st September
and we hope that every support will be afforded to the Company
team.

M.T. Section
Since the last notes appeared many changes, too numerous
to record in full, have been made to the Section's nominal roll.
We must, however, bid formal farewell to our oldest members,
especially L/Cpls. Haynes and Read, who have departed to
Warminster and Colchester respectively. As replacements, we
congratulate Ptes. Timms and Gosnell, who rise to the dizzy
heights as new bearers of tapes and we now have, for the first
time, a D.R. who is not a Private soldier.
Since its football trial the M.T. Section has had but one
game, and we thank E Coy. for a most enjoyable clash, which
left us losers by two goals to one. Pte. Dowzall is to be con
gratulated on his selection to represent the Bn. as goalkeeper.
The difficulties of fielding
a balanced side from a total of
thirty all ranks, young and old, are considerable and persons
hoping to join the Section should (a) be able to play football,
and (b) be able to drive.
The Release of 118 Group loses for us Ptes. Hitchen,
Hawkett. Cosford and Lidsey and also Pte. Taylor on premature
release. We wish them all the very best of luck and may Pte.
Cosford never forget he was once in a Battalion.
Pte. Hitchen has set up a record of which to be proud,
having been with the same vehicle—an Austin 3 ton—since

WHO SAYS THAT
HORSES
ARE AFRAID OF
ELEPHANTS ?
PHONE MAIDSTONE 3313

9th April. 1948 (over 16 months), since when it has never been
away for Workshop attention and has covered 10,000 miles. He
has thereby made for himself the best possible references to a
civilian employer.

First Battalion Families' Guild
Families' Guild activities for August were confined to the
children's outing to Dymchurch on 25th August. Seven 'bus
loads of mothers and children, with a sprinkling of fathers
spent a most enjoyable day on the sands; bathing was popular,
and members of the P.T. Staff were present to sec that there
were no accidents. A sandcastle competition was held before
tea and there were thirtysix entrants. Mrs. Martyn and Mrs.
Gwillam, with the help or Capt. O'Dell and Sgt. Cox, judged
the entries. N.A.A.F.I. provided a very excellent tea, including
icecream and jelly to the delight of the children. All thanks
are clue to the P.R.I, and his staff, the P.T. staff for its help
in organizing games and races, and to the ladies of the Guild
Committee, who put in so much hard work beforehand in the
selling of tickets and arranging the programme.
On 6th September a General Meeting was held to discuss
plans for the winter. One result of this was that the first
social evening of autumn, 1949, was arranged.
This took place on Tuesday, 20th September, and 63 wives
of members of the Battalion attended. Several hilarious games
were played and after the interval for refreshments, the enter
tainment took the form of Tombola. Some excellent raffles
were presented : —
1. A child's cardigan, made and presented by Mrs. O'Keefe,
was won by Mrs. Cox.
2. A parcel of groceries was won by Mrs. Burrows.
3. A bottle of French perfume was won by Mrs. Dawson.
The evening closed at 9.30 p.m.

NOTICE
A vacancy will shortly exist for a Barman at the Officers'
Club. Aldershot. He can either live in or out and will be paid
at Catering Wages Act rates (averaging £4/15/0 per week it
living out).
An exregular soldier with an exemplary record is preferred.
Apply—The Secretary's Office, Officers' Club, Farnborough
Road. Aldershot, Hants.
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4 th

BATTALION

The Sgts'. Mess Rifle Meeting held on 30th August. 1949.
culminated in an excellently organized social in the C Coy.
Drill Hall at Sevenoaks, when, contrary to the Sgts". expecta
tions thcv drank from the " Bitter" Cup (silver), presented
to the Officers—enough said, as details of the meeting follow
below.
Sevenoaks was the venue for another social event on 3rd
September, 1949. when several members of the Bn. were
present at the wedding of Lt. D. Pennells to Joy, daughter ol
Mr. and Mrs. V. L. Storey. Our congratulations go to Lt. and
Mi's. Pennells, both on their marriage and on the fact that
although they left the shores of England for their honeymoon,
they did not become involved in the vortex of devaluation.
On 8th September. 1949 a Coy. Commander's Conference
was held at Tollbridge, when the winter training policy was
discussed and the Commanding Officer explained the intricacies
of absorbing the National Servicemen in the T.A. Afterwards
the conference repaired to the Officers' Mess for refreshment
and a display of the Silver, which comprises, in addition to the
silver of the 4th Bn., many pieces which have come to the Bn.
from the 1st, 5tli and 6th Bns. of the Regt. The Silver or the
1st Bn. had been professionally polished and the magnificent
display was reminiscent of prewar wedding presents of a very
fortunate bride and bridegroom. Much of the 4th. 5th and
6th Bn. Silver and trophies has been given to the Goys. of the
Bn. for competition within Coys.; the Silver of the old
Volunteer Bn. and 1st Bn. being retained in the Officers' Mess.
Our thanks go to the Commanding Officer and Officers ol the
1st Bn. for the silver which we have received from them.
The Bn. Corps of Drums has now taken embryo form and
we arc holding our first central drum practice on 27th Sep
tember, 1949. On this date our drummers and potential
drummers will have an opportunity of viewing the drum kit
of the 6th Bn.. which, emblazoned and in excellent condition,
has been received by the Bn.
On the weekend 8th9th October. 1949. we are holding
our Bn. Rifle Meeting on " E " Range at Hythe. The 1st Bn.
have very kindly consented to look after our welfare. Amongst
other competitions on 9th October, 1949, we are entering a
team to fire three of the T.A.R.A. Decentralised Competitions.
A N.A.A.F.I, refreshment tent will be open on " E " Range and
we shall be delighted to welcome any Past or Present members
who are able to come over to Hythe.
The Bn. Annual Reunion has been arranged for otn
November 1949, at the Drill Hall. Avebury Avenue, Tollbridge.
Last year' this function, the first
of its kind since the war.
proved a great success, but wc would like to see more membeis
of I he old 4th Bn. and would emphasize that this Reunion is
intended for anybody who has at any time served with the
Bn. Wc are also expecting to see many more of the serving
members this year, as this is a Past and Present gathering.
Tickets can be obtained from the Secretary at above address,
cost 5/.

"H.Q." Company
We must record our thanks to C Coy. Sgts'. Mess for a
very good time when we visited them. We certainly enjoyed
ourselves and we are looking forward to when we shall all
meet again at a Bn. Mess social.
The Officers certainly " hacked it up " the Sgts. at Shore
ham. and we must congratulate the winners for some excellent
shooting. Of course, there will be an entry in the Officers'
Mess accounts as follows:
" For squaring the butt
markers £?."
O.R.S. Breaden won a nice alarm clock. Was this a hint
that he should now turn up for duty on time ?
Sgt. Smith made a wooden spoon for the booby prize and
it was presented back to him for the same purpose.
We are all looking forward to the Bn. Rifle Meeting at
Hythe on the 8th and 9th October.

"A" Company
The main activity, during the last few weeks has been
shooting, i.e., the Annual Range Course, Sgts'. Mess Shoot and
our own Annual Company Competition. After a lot of extra
bolt manipulation, etc., our stragglers managed to finish their
course with credit, all of us finishing
up with Marksman or
1st Class shots; congratulations.
The Sgts'. Shoot went off very well although the Coy.
did not bring back any prizes. After the shoot was over we
all adjourned to C Coy., at Sevenoaks, where they entertained

us in right royal fashion. Many thanks to Charlie Woolley and
members of his company for a very pleasant evening. The Coy.
shoot went off O.K., although the attendance was on the
small side. C.S.M. (Bomber) Wells, M.M., is to be congratu
lated on winning both the L.M.G. Cup, presented by Capt.
P. F. Haynes, whom many old members of the Coy. will
remember, and also the Riile Cup. The Coy. Commander,
Maj. C. W. Lawder Bird, had also presented two pewter
tankards, so " Bomber," having won both of them will have
no fear of getting muscle strain through lifting only one arm.
Congratulations, " Bomber," well done.
We extend our congratulations to Sgt. Watson on his
recent promotion. Many exmembers of the Bn. may also like
to know that we are trying to get exSgt. (Jummy) Parks
back into the fold.
That is all for this month, so cheerio, chaps, and all the
best till next month.
" Sgt. Kite."

"B" Company
Training has been progressing favourably and it is
pleasing to note that despite our small numbers and the beau
tiful holiday weather we have had almost 100 per cent atten
dance on drill nights. Sgt. Vallins. our Bren expert, has
worked exceedingly hard to prepare the Coy. for the L.M.G.
Course, which was fired
on Sunday, September 11th. and as
a result of his work and despite the usual September haze,
the shooting and results were quite good. Mr. Rogers (late
4th Bn.), with the help of his local Cadets, did an excellent
job in the butts, and our thanks are due to them for the
smooth running of the Course. As we near the end of the
present training period and prepare for the next, we are
looking forward to the return of any exN.C.O.s of the Bn.
living in our area, to assist in the big task that lies ahead
next year.
C/Sgt. Brown has just returned from a " Q ' Course at
the School of Military Adminisration, and judging by the
heavy file of documents he produced, he should be bursting
with knowledge. He is now back at work following his spell
in hospital, after aggravating an old knee injury at Camp this
year.
Cpl. Styles (late 6th Bn.), another stalwart, has not only
been attending his Coy. drills regularly and assisting in the
Coy. training, but has also spent a great deal of time with the
Dartford Cadets, including Annual Camp with them at Dover.
Maj. Odell. our Coy. Commander, returned from his holi
day. looking fit and well—but according to rumour did not
relish being a grass widower and was more than pleased to
see Mrs. Odell return from her additional holiday.
Capt. Ford is now away on holiday and we all hope that
he will return perfectly fit and fully recovered from the effects
of his recent illness. Doubtless he will find " many a penny "
requiring to be adjusted in his famed canteen accounts and
depressing bank balance !
At last we are able to welcome Mrs. Tillman to the Drill
Hall, and at the same time offer our sincerest congratulations
to her and Ron on the arrival of Carol Anne—their second
daughter. Congratulations, too, to " Topper " Brown on the
arrival of a daughter—Jennifer—also his. second daughter.
Congratulations are also to be offered to Pte. and Mrs. Johnson,
who were married in August; our very best wishes for the
future and we look forward to seeing Mrs. Johnson at our
future social functions.
Thanks to the efforts of our Commanding Officer, our Club
Room is now almost a showplace of comfort, and we can now
boast that our Room is more than equal to any in the district.
Our recent social functions have been restricted to darts
matches and we have retained our unbeaten home record
against Morphy Richards and Fordyce Ltd.; thanks here are
due to the Committee and Mr. and Mrs. Clifton for the organ
ization of the evenings. At long last we are able to announce
our next dance date—October 1st. The removal of our stage
and the difficulty in obtaining a replacement have held up
the start of our winter programme of fund raising and recruit
ing drives, but we are hoping that our late start will be com
pensated by increased attendances.
Our latest efforts at recruiting have brought to thp Drill
Hall three bodies and five cups; the bodies are in the " waiting "
period and the cups in the " cleaning" period. We are
hoping to retain both cups and bodies permanently, however.
B Coy. members of the Sgts'. Mess wish to thank all con
cerned for the Mess Shoot and evening spent at C Coy. a few
weeks ago. We would like to congratulate Sgt. Maynard on
his performance, and also Harry Vallins, who collected two
prizes in the Shoot.
" Busy Bee."
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"C" Company

Sergeants' Mess

Although we are not getting a large number of recruits,
the local population are beginning to sit up and take notice.
We have " shown the flag " on several occasions and have had
some enquiries which we are following up with successful
results, we hope.
On the 20th August we had an Officers' and Sgts'; Shoot
on Shoreham Range. It was rumoured that the Sgts. were
certain of winning that barrel of beer which was put up for
competition. Something must have happened, because they
had to pay instead !
Another competition was held that day, an InterCoy. Sgts'.
Tile Shoot and some of those who were on the Range want
to know who that " civvie " was who fired in one of our Coy.
teams ? I believe he used to belong to the Bn. in the past
and resides at the Drill Hall, Sevenoaks. Even so, that was
not how C Coy. won this competition.
After the Shoot all returned to this Coy. location, where
a very enjoyable evening was had by all, including the
"Bookie," who ran the "dog races" (swindle !).
We are concentrating on future events now that our
.Club Room has been decorated and the furniture replaced.
The Room is as good as any firstclass
hotel lounge, and all
our members are very proud of this fact.
We welcome to our fold Pte. Rump, who has transferred
from B Coy., and we hope he will be happy in his new sur
roundings; also we welcome Vol. Hurren, who has come along
to join our newlyformed Corps of Drums, and I'm sure he
will rouse us out of bed at reveille during our next Annual
Camp.
We take this opportunity of offering our congratulations
to Lt. H. D. A. Pennells, late of the 1st Bn., on his recent
marriage and send him our very best wishes.
" Pupas Charlie."

On Saturday. 20th August, we held our Mess Shoot and on
the same occasion challenged the Officers to produce their
" snakeeyes " that we might show them a thing or two about
shooting, but alas, alack and alaska ! we came a " purler
ihey pulled one out of the bag and after being 4 down at hall
time, staged a remarkable recovery to win by a clear 18 points.
This, I may say, was chiefly due to the efforts of the Adjt.
(Capt. I. H. Roper, M.C.), who whipped up a couple of
possibles; someone did comment that he paid the Buttmarkers
afterwards, but that was buttmarking money.
Anyway, we had a very enjoyable afternoon with some
good shooting and finished
up as guests of C Coy. We take
this opportunity of thanking Maj. A. H. Coombes (O.C., C Coy.),
his Officers, W.O.s and Sgts. for a most enjoyable evening,
which obviously required much preparation; thank you. Sir.
The prizes were presented by the Commanding Officer
(Lt.Col. C. A. de B. Brounlie, M.C.).
One prize in particular gave the Officers great pleasure—
a barrel of beer—but we had the honour of paying for it !
Next year we'll make it a bigger barrel and do a little musketry
in preparation.
The results of the meeting were as follows: —
Practice No. 1.—Sgt. Vallins with a score of 17.
Practice No. 2.—Sgt.. Vallins with a score of 14.
Practice No. 3.—Sgt. Buck with a score of 17.
Practice No. 4.—Sgt. Maynard with a score of 15.
SERGEANTS' SHOOTING CUP—(HIGHEST AGGREGATE)

Winner : Sgt. Maynard, 53.
Runnerup : O.R.Q.M.S. Breaden, M^B.E., 52
Wooden Spoon ; Sgt. Smith.
OFFICERS' V. SERGEANTS' SHOOTING CUP

"D" Company
I wonder why it is that holidays and work always interfere
with the official scribe of this Coy. ? Whenever the " Q.O.G."
is due there is no " GapinHejrow," no " Q.O.G." One would
think that now he is in one of the National undertakings that
such a thing as work would be beneath his dignity, and that
he would have a few moments to spare in which to do his
duty, but the only information from " Wallv" is" that next
month he will have time to do it.
Things have been a bit quiet in the Coy. this month, what
with holidays and the fact that Bob Green and Les Satchell
have been away on a Course to Hythe; the arrival of a bugle and
a'drum at Coy. H.Q. made things a bit livelier last week. As a
matter of fact, it was quite lively, or shall we say it was noisy.
The thing we all want to know is the story which Bill
Gardiner tells his wife, and why it is that Phil Everitt seems
to be in the picture quite a lot ? It may be that he is a bad
influence on Bill.
George Tchek is to be seen dashing around on his motor
cycle, and the fact that several members of the Coy. have
ridden on the back of it—some of them twice—leads me to
think that you might not be such a bad driver after ail.
George !
D.B.

Officers, 98; Sgts., 80.
COMPANY TEAM SHOOT

C Company.

STAFFORDSHIRE BULL TERRIERS

Support Company
Holidays are still keeping our numbers on parade down,
but training is continuing according to plan. Weapon train
ing is occupying quite a bit of our time in preparation for
Classification at the end of this month, and we have all been
amazed to realize just how much we have forgotten and how
rusty our handling, etc., has become. But these faults are
being speedily remedied under eagle eyes of our P.S.I.
C.S.M. Hills has recently returned from an intensive
course on Civil Defence and gave an interesting and enlighten
ing lecture to this Coy. and some of the members of H.Q. Coy.
on the evening of 30th August. It has also been decided that
he should run a short course of lectures and practical work
during the coming months, in addition to our olanned pro
gramme, and it is expected that this will prove quite a popu
lar departure from the usual run of training.
M.M.G.s have now appeared in our midst, but, unfortu
nately. although one or two of tis have handled this weapon
in the past, we have nobody in the Coy. who claims to be
anything like expert or able to instruct. However, the R.S.M.
has stepped into the breach and has offered to run a course
for us. This offer has, of course, been accepted and we have
had a flood
of volunteers to play with this new " toy," and
we are confident that the results will prove highly satisfactory.

C HAMPION O UR Q UEENI
PEDIGREE PUPPIES & YOUNG STOCK FOR SALE
Bred at the Kennels which is winning today at
both Championship and Open Shows. These
puppies will make ideal companions and
guards.
P RICES AND P HOTOGRAPHS ON

A PPLICATION

MRS. DUNSMUIR, SUMMERMUIR KENNELS.
HAM

FARM, HARVEL, NEAR MEOPHAM, KENT.
TELEPHONE: MEOPHAM 2244
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THE REGIMENTAL DEPOT
On looking through my desk dairy we seem to have been
quite busy during September. Unfortunately some of the
items noted in the diary do not really bear republication in
' The Gazette ": such items, for instance, as " 3rd September—
check Sgts'. Mess cash; 5th September—must check it again,
cannot believe I am £100 deficient," were, however, exciting
and interesting at the time. Other entries in the diary, which
presumably meant a great deal a month or so ago, are now
rather obscure, for example, " Remind Pte. Stone to polish the
duck," presumably this refers to the small celluloid duck which
he found in the road when sweeping up outside the N.A.A.F.I.,
and which has since become the terror and inspiration of our
cricket team. It was presented with much ceremony to any
batsman who failed to score. Thus a certain gallant soldier,
when on a charge for " a little thing that might happen to
anyone," had to present the duck to O.C.. Depot, during the
match against Linton Hospital. Considering that he had to be
up in front of his O.C. the next morning, we all thought that
he acted bravely and in the very best traditions of the service.
The duck in its wooden case, suitably inscribed with the
mournful list of those unfortunates to whom it has been pre
sented, has now been moved into its winter quarters.
Apart from one match, lost by six wickets, to Linton
Hospital, we have had.a successful and most enjoyable month's
cricket. The most exciting match was that against a team
from H.M.S. Maidstone, on Sunday. 18th September. The
Depot tried its hand at batting first, but were chiefly engaged
in passing the cluck. The first six wickets fell for twelve runs.
Then the C.O. at one end and O.R.Q.M.S. Waterman at the
other, managed to bring the score to fortythree. The C.O.
was finally
bowled for thirtyeight and the Depot was all out
for fiftythree.
The sailors, who appeared to have things all
their own way at thirtythree for three, were rather suddenly
fortyfive for eight. They then scored another six runs, but
the game ended in intense excitement with five maiden overs.
The match finished
in a tie and the teams finished
in the
Sgts'. Mess. We are all hoping that H.M.S. Maidstone will again
visit home waters in the not too far distant future.
On the 2nd of September the Officers and their wives were
invited to Mrs. Rodney Styles' " At Home," and on the 17th
of September to the R.A.F.'s " At Home " at West Mailing.
Brig. Bannister, Deputy Commander. Home Counties District,
paid us an unofficial visit and Capt. Blum an official visit. Col.
H. E. Scott, bis brother and Col. Hancock stayed a night in
the Mess on their way to the Regimental Golf Match against
the Buffs. The Quartermaster, Maj. R. C. E. Mines, is just back
from five days' leave, taken in order to cheer up the last days
of his daughter's holidays. Capt. Faulkner hopes to go on leave
on the 5th October,, but it rather depends on whether the
Officers' Mess Ledger can be made ready for the quarterly audit
in time.
Our military excitement for the month has been taking
the Depot to Hythe Ranges for its Annual Classification. It
was very much a family affair with C.S.M.S and C/Sgts. acting
as Buttmarkers and O.C., Depot in charge of the firers.
In
order to get down to Hythe, 36 Army Engr. Regt., lent us a
3tonner and driver, and we regret to say that it suffered slight
damage during a slight difference of opinion with our 15cwt.
In Ashford. The 15cwt. had to be removed by breakdown lorry
but the rest of the convoy continued on to Hythe.
As always, one likes to keep up to date, particularly in mat
ters of national moment. Naturally, being thirty miles from
London it has taken some time to reach us, but the crime wave
finally burst upon the Barracks early last month, leaving behind
it a trail of unprecedented C.B. However, the longer working
hours of the unfortunates has had an excellent effect on the
weeds.
We would like to have more visitors to the Depot, and
particularly to the Officers' Mess. Given some slight warning,
we can generally rustle up a meal and accommodation for the
night. The Mess is pretty smart these days. The Dining
Room now contains the pictures of coaching scenes, presented
by General Oliver, and has a more homely and comfortable
air.
Mr. Bird, the groundsman, has just come in to say that
an enormous dog is digging up the plants in the flower bed by
the flag pole, so that will have to be all for this month.
CRICKET
Versus Linton Hospital (away), lost by 6 wickets—Depot
' 84, Linton Hospital 84 for 4. Cpl. Pratt 26. Capt.
Faulkner 28.
Versus H.M.S. Maidstone, a tie—Depot 53, H.M.S. Maidstone
53. Maj. Keenlyside 38, Pte. Stone 4 for 11, Capt.
Faulkner 5 for 27.

Versus Maidstone Past and Present, won by 9 runs—Depot
99, Past and Present 90. Cpl. Bracher 42. Maj. Keenly
side 26, L/Cpl. Weller 4 for 14.

Sergeants' Mess
Sevastopol. 8th September, 1855. The Annual Regimental
Day of the Regiment fell on a Thursday this year, and as was
resolved in 1948, a Grand Dance was held at the Barracks in
celebration. It was decided that this was a suitable occasion
for our monthly Regimental Weekend and the Dance was held
on Saturday. 10th September, 1949. Proved quite a success
and was excellently attended. No doubt a full report of this
will appear under " The Depot " notes, but a word of thanks
is due to a young Maidstone lad (John Simmonds) who gave
an excellent conjuring performance during the interval.
On Sunday, 11th September, 1949, the Depot played their
return match of cricket versus the Maidstone Branch, Past and
Present Association. The Mess provided four members of the
team, who did not give a very good account of themselves
since they only mustered a total of seven runs between them.
However, it was an exciting game and the Depot reversed their
earlier defeat, so we ended the season all square.
On the 16th September the Mess was placed at the disposal
of the Maidstone Branch, Past and Present Association, for
its usual monthly meeting and a games evening versus Tun
bridge Wells Recruiting Staff (???) team. Majority of the
Mess members were invited to play for the P. and P. and gave
quite a good account of themselves on this occasion, not for
getting that the Mess provide the backbone of the " Tipit "
team. There is no doubt about their prowess at this game,
having lost once only over a very '.ong period—least said about
that particular match the better.
(See report in July
" Gazette.")
Following the cricket match, Depot versus H.M.S. Maid
stone. on Sunday, 18th September, the teams assembled in the
Mess for a social and games evening. The Senior Service
excelled in all branches of indoor games against our weakened
team, except that the ladies must be congratulated on their
courage and fine performance at darts, although they did not
win they gave the sailors quite a shock. As the sailors had
to get on board at a reasonable hour they had to leave soon
after nine o'clock, so, determined that they shotild not proceed
to their ship victorious in every game, the R.S.M., in his quiet
way, induced them to play " Tipit "—apparently referred to
as " Flannel " in nautical terms—of course, you all know the
result, the Mess won easily, 21 points to 11, and as they had
to be on their way, there was no opportunity to offset this
setback to their evening's entertainment.
On the 19th and 21st September the whole of the Depot
Staff proceed to Hythe to fire
its Annual Range Course,
leaving the O.R.Q.M.S. as in charge of Barracks. He apparently
was kept rather busy on the 21st. According to his log he
carried out the following routine duties in addition to his
normal daily routine ;
Cooked breakfast; took delivery of
rations; arranged for the Medical Officer to visit the sick;
delivered coal to Married Quarters; accepted stores for the " Q "
branch from Ordnance Store; arranged transport to collect
dry rations and groceries; and was asked by a man from the
Gas Company if he could be present whilst he installed a gas
cooker in one of the Married Quarters. This last request was
too much and the gasman was told to call another day. Of
course, everybody seems to ask, when they visit there, " Well,
what DO YOU do at the Depot ? " From the foregoing it
would appear that we do not insist on a sentry on the gate
during the hours of daylight.
The shooting results were satisfactory—the R.S.M. main
tained his reputation and obtained top score in the rifle
practices.
On Friday, 30th September, the members of the Mess and
their friends assembled in force and proceeded by coach in
the evening to attend the 1st Battalion. Sgts'. Mess dance at
Shorncliffe. Nothing of any importance happened on the run
out except that the astute pair, Alfie and " Hookey " Walker,
maintained their high standard at crib. Nevertheless, a very
pleasant evening was spent by all until past midnight, when
all good things must come to an end, and we embussed for
Maidstone eventually arriving rather worn around 2 a.m. The
Mess was unable to accept the kind invitation to a dance and
social at our neighbouring unit—36 Army Engineer Regt., R.E.,
Sgts'. Mess—which was also arranged for the 30th, but a
pleasant evening was spent by those lucky people who attended
their social evening on the 17th September.
We are all looking forward to the proposed " get together."
which is to take place at the Barracks on Saturday, 29th
October, when it is hoped to see many members of the
various Branches of the Past and Present Association. It has
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been specially arranged to take place on a Saturday evening,
with a view to as many members ol the Branches being able
to attend as possible.
On 21st September. 1949, Pioneer Sgt. Vencss departed
for the Military Dispersal Unit at Aldershot. all smiles, since
he was collecting his " civvy suit " and proceeding on 28 days'
leave pending, after 22 years' service with the Regiment. He
will be sadly missed from the Depot, where he has put in
some excellent work during the past six month. We all wish
him every success in his new ventures and hope to see him
fairly often, as he has settled in Maidstone.
C.S.M. Peter Dunton is still with us, he has not been
scooped up as was expected. He finds the telephone quite
useful these days as it saves him travelling too much.
Among our visitors during the past month we were very
pleased to see exSgt. Gibbs, from Dartford, wlio called in for
a few minutes on 21st September, 1949. It appears he first
entered the Depot 67 years ago and at one time was the printer
of " The Queen's Own Gazette." He informed us that, he had
handed over a bound volume of " The Q.O.G.", from 1875
onwards, to The British Legion, Swanley, whom he requested
should hand it over to the Depot. No doubt this will find its
way into the museum in due course. For his ago (84) he is
very active and stated that he was walking to New Hythe that
afternoon, via "The Running Horse." to witness a sports
meeting. For the information of any Old Comrade who knows
him and would iike to correspond, his address is 19, Oakfield
Park Road. Dartford.
f

THE ROYAL VICTORIA PATRIOTIC
SCHOOL
HISTORY

The Royal Victoria Patriotic School was endowed from
money raised by Public Subscription during the Crimean War
for the benefit of orphan daughters of Sailors, Soldiers and
Marines. Her Majesty the late Queen Victoria, who graciously
permitted it to bear her name, opened the School at Wands
worth on the 11th July, 1857. In 1918 the orphan daughters
of airmen, who had served in the Royal Air Force, were made
eligible for nomination.
At the beginning of the war. in 1939. with the potential
throat of enemy air attack, it became necessary to evacuate
the Wandsworth premises, and during the war the School was
housed in temporary accommodation in Wales.
In 1946 it was decided not to reoccuply the old premises
at Wandsworth, and new accommodation was found for the
School in the country estate of Bedweli Park. Essendon. Herts.
The present establishment of the School is 66 girls, and it is
the intention to expand this number as it becomes possible to
construct new accommodation in the future.
The buildings at Bedweli Park have been renovated and
modernised throughout and stand in their own grounds ol
some 92 acres in one of the most delightful parts of rural
England. The amenities include playing grounds for hockey,
netball and rounders, and also hard tennis courts. Within the
School buildings are an uptodate gymnasium and ballroom
where physical training, remedial exercises and country dancing
are carried out under trained supervision.
OBJECTS OF THE FOUNDATION

The objects of the Foundation are to maintain orphan girls
free of any expense to the widowed mother, or guardian, and
to ensure a sound education and training towards employment
after leaving School. Religious education is based on the
teaching of the Church of England.
The School is administered by the Royal Patriotic Fund
Corporation, which was founded in 1854.
APPLICATIONS FOR ADMISSION

Applications for admission should be made direct to :
The Secretary, Royal Patriotic Fund Corporation,
28, Sackvillc Street. London, W.l.
Telephone : REGent 7115.
Before a nomination can be approved it will be necessary
to establish the service of the father in the Royal Navy, Royal
Marines, Army or Royal Air Force. In addition a report from
the previous School and medical certificates will be required in
respect of a prospective candidate or admission.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
B/Gv = paid by Banker's Order.
£ s.
S. Slingsby
5
B. Koster
5
W. W. Couchman
5
A. E. Swaisland (June)
11
Lt.Col. D. F. E. Pink (Nov.June)
18
J. S. Balis
5
P.R.I.. 1/R.W.K. (H.C.T.B.) (June)
3 2
R.S.M. P. Bryne
5
R.S.M. B. Baker
5
2/Lt. R. H. Boyer
9
P.R.I., Depot. R.W.K. (June)
2
N. J. Gregory
5
P. J. Carley
5
W. J. Hickmorc
5
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5
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5
H. Welling
5
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'.
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5
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5
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1 5
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1 7
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~
5
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Maj. N. S. C. Elmslie. B/O
9
A. S. Ongley, Esq. B/O
9
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5
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9
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4
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4
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4
Maj. W. H. O'Dcll, M.M. B/O
4
P. J. Goodman, Esq. B/O
9
Maj. W. Grimshaw. B/O
4
E. C. Osborne, Esq. B/O
9
Capt. G. W. Pullen. B/O
4
Lt.Col. D. W. Jackson. B/O
4
Capt. Sir Gerald Hodgson. B/O
9
Capt. P. Henning. B/O
9
B. A. Davies. Esq. B/O
9
F. W. Lovell, Esq. B/O

9
Lt.Col. H. GrantTaylor. B/O
9
Capt. R. E. C. Cocksedge. B/O
4
Capt. S. R. O'R. Shearburn. B/O
4
Maj. R. Butler. M.B.E., M.C. B/O
9
Lt.Col. G. K. Defrates. D.S.O.. M.C. B/O
4
T. B. Abell, Esq. B/O
4
Lt.Col. I. R. Lovell. B/O
4
Capt. R. Balbernie. M.C. B/O
4
Maj. A. S. Bredon. B/O
4
Maj. R. G. C. Brock. O.B.E. B/O
4
Col. V. S. Clarke. M.C. B/O
4
Maj. M. C. Crisford. B/O
4
Lt.Col. P. E. Crook. O.B.E. B/O
4
K. Dodson, Esq. B/O
9
Maj. W. C. D. Crumplin. B/O
4
Col. G. G. Elliott. D.S.O. B/O
4
Maj. M. R. L. Grove, M.C. B/O
4
Lt.Col. J. M. Haycraft. B/O
4
Lt.Col. B. E. Haz'leton. D.S.O.. M.C. B/O
4
Lt.Col. L. F. W. Jackson. B/O
4
Lt.Col. A. Martvn. B/O '
4
Lt.Col. C. E. P. Craven. O.B.E. B/O ..
4
Col. A. Wood Martyn, C.B., D.S.O.. O.B.E. B/O
4
Col. H. Peploe, D.S.O. B/O
4
Brig. R. A. Riddell. C.B.E. B/O
4
Maj. T. T. W. Stanyon. B/O
4
Col. D. E. B. Talbot. D.S.O., M.C. B/O . .
4
Brig. E. W. D. Western. D.S.O. B/O
..
4
Capt. A. G. Blake. B/O
4
Lt.Col. R. L. Travel's. O.B.E. B/O
9
Brig. O. Y. Hibbert. D.S.O.. M.C. B/O ..
9
L. A. Mannering. Esq. B/O
9
Brig. R. O. Pulverman, O.B.E. B/O
4
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THE CANTERBURY REGIMENTNEW ZEALAND
THE CANTERBURY REGIMENT IN WORLD

WAR

II

(Continued)
IV
INTRODUCTION

During the war, the use ol
Territorial titles was dropped for
all units proceeding overseas to
operational theatres with the New
Zealand Expeditionary Force, and,
as will have been seen from the
articles by Maj.Gen. Sir Howard
Kippenberger, the Canterbury Regt.
was represented by the 20th. 23rd
and 26th Battalions in the 2nd New
Zealand Expeditionary Force (1st
N.Z.E.F. having taken part in the
Great War). In New Zealand, how
ever,
the Canterbury Regiment
eventually produced no less than
seven Battalions for home service,
and a short account of the activities
of the 1st Battalion, as an example,
is given below. Through the kindness of Lt.Col. Ross Lascelles,
(he late C.O. of the 1st Battalion, The Canterbury Regiment,
this article has been written up bv S/Sgt. G. R. Saunders,
formerly Orderly Room Sgt. of the 1st Battalion and now a
law clerk in Col. Lascelles' office in Christchurch, where the
Headquarters of the Regiment is located.
The 2nd Battalion is mentioned in S/Sgt. Saunders' article.
The 3rd, 4th and 5th Battalions were assigned to fortress
duties in the South Island. The 6th Battalion spent some
time stationed at Blenheim until it went on garrison duty to
the island of Tonga (nonoperational area) in the Pacific
thus being the only Battalion of the Canterbury Regiment to
go overseas as a unit. The 7th Battalion was stationed at
Timaru.
I have taken the liberty of altering this article slightly in
order to make it clear to readers who do not know New
Zealand and in a few cases, have added some comments.
D.E.B.T.
1ST BATTALION. THE CANTERBURY REGIMENT
(By S/SGT. G. R. SAUNDERS)

At the outbreak of war in 1939 The Canterbury Regiment
consisted of the five
Companies which made up the 1st
Battalion.
These Companies were composed of volunteers
drawn from the Urban centres of Christchurch and Timaru.
and the farming districts of Leeston, Rangiora and Kaiapoi.
A great many members of the Battalion serving at the
outbreak of war soon enlisted in the 2nd N.Z.E.F., and for
some months chc remaining Officers and N.C.O.s applied them
selves to training new recruits in replacement of those who
enlisted in the Overseas Force.
Lt.Col. M. Osborne. E.D., was posted to command the
Battalion, which had profited much from the military learn
ing and training of the previous C.O., Lt.Col. H. K. Kippen
berger (later Maj.Gen. Sir Howard Kippenberger, K.B.E.. C.B.,
D.S.O., E.D., who commanded the 2nd New Zealand Division
overseas) and under his leadership a line fighting force was
developed.
During 1940, while the Expeditionary Force was being
trained, the Territorial Battalion paraded each weekend. There
were frequent tactical manoeuvres on Sundays and a sevenday
camp in April near Rangiora, 20 miles north of Christchurch.
The Role of the Battalion at this time was that of a Fortress
Battalion with battle stations on the Port Hills overlooking
Lyttelton Harbour and the City of Christchurch.
In June, 1940, the Government ordered the mobilisation of
certain Regiments for Intensive Training and the Officers and
N.C.O.s were posted to the Military School at Burnham (in
the South Island), the large main camp, on June 15th, for one
month's refresher course, directed by the helpful but small
Regular StafL At the completion of this course, the Battalion,
now up to full war establishment, commenced three months'
intensive training.
Thereafter on two Sundays each month the Unit paraded
for manoeuvres, but otherwise no training was done until
June, 1941. when the Battalion was mobilised for ten days
and took part in instructive Brigade operations about 80 miles
south of Christchurch. At that time the shortage of army
vehicles was so acute that privately owned lorries and vans
were requisitioned for the manoeuvres. Battalion Headquarters
moved from place to place in a small pastry cook's van,
proudly driven by the Battalion 2nd i/c., Maj. O. F. Baker.

On the completion of the Intensive Training period a 2nd
Battalion was formed, the Officers and N.C.O.s being drawn
largely from the 1st Battalion. This 2nd Battalion, under an
experienced Commander, Lt.Col. Donald Dobson, M.C., entered
camp at Wingatui, near Duncdin, and recruits called up in the
ballots were trained in the camp for the 1st Battalion. From
this time forward the role of the Battalion was changed from
that of Fortress Troops to Field Troops.
All this time the 1st Battalion was losing a steady flow of
trained men to the 2nd N.Z.E.F.
In September. 1941. a Cadre system of training was intro
duced and most of the remaining Officers and N.C.O.s entered
Addington Camp (in Christchurch) and trained new recruits.
In December the strategic situation changed, and to meet the
imminent threat of Japanese aggression the 1st Battalion was
fully mobilised and posted to Burnham Military Camp, where
it took up quarters under canvas, and a rigorous system of
training, though with limited equipment, was undertaken.
The Battalion was now under the command of Lt.Col.
W. R. Lascelles.
The Battalion moved to billet quarters in the Stewarts
Gully Plantation area, about eight miles north of Christchurch,
in February, 1942. The area was well suited to the develop
ment of physical fitness
and military efficiency and as recruit
ing for the Expeditionary Force had ceased, the Battalion
became a firstclass fighting
unit.
The broad Waimakariri River flowed
past the Camp area
and this was available for river exercises and bathing. Large
level fields
provided parade and recreation grounds. Planta
tion areas and sandhills' undulations permitted useful instruc
tion in fieldcraft, patrols, camouflage and tactical handling.
Two rifle ranges were constructed and marksmanship showed
much improvement.
As a real threat of invasion existed, it was recognized that
a high grade of physical fitness was especially necessary to
compensate in some measure for the unavoidable shortage ol
war material—particularly in the earlier months, when even
S.A.A. was in desperately short supply.
Weekly route marches were held with the result that the
Battalion could march 25 miles per day and be reasonably
fit for battle at the end of a march. Brig. S. D. Mason,
commanding 3rd Brigade, was especially insistent upon
mobility, protection from air attack and selldependence in
living. Movement in convoy with special regard to air attack
was assiduously practised and R.N.Z.A.F. cooperation lent
realism to manoeuvres and demonstrated the importance of
formation and cover.
Quck decision exercises were of very frequent occurrence
and all types of Commanders were confronted without notice,
by dangerous situations that called for responsible and prompt
decision and action. In this way initiative and dash were
inculcated.
The need for hardihood and the offensive spirit was
emphasized by practice in tank hunting, fighting
patrols,
arduous marches, training schemes and attacking through
bush and rivers, including the mighty Waimakiriri itself when
powerful swimmers carried ropes to points downstream for
the assistance of shorter or more heavily burdened men. To
promote toughness, mock guerilla warfare was indulged in.
and one exercise resulted in a normal platoon in battle order
and with very limited supplies, under Lt. F. J. Renner, cross
ing the high snowcovered Southern Alps, including its cold
streams and rivers at the end of May (nearly midwinter). The
patoon returned—every soldier with a deerskin on his haver
sack—tired but confident from having survived a real test of
endurance.
Combined night and day operations were held periodically
with other Units and much profit came from the performance
and criticism of such manceuvres.
It could fairly be said that within the limits of its equip
ment, ammunition and opportunities, the Battalion attained
a useful standard of efficiency in those crucial days. It was
a vital quest in days when a very modest supply of armour
was available and success, perforce, depended upon skill with
weapons, physical fitness,
aggressive personal initiative and
intimate local knowledge.
In September, 1942, the Unit returned to Burnham Camp,
but a call was again made to supply men for overseas service,
and regular drafts of members were posted to the Middle East
and the Pacific. (In the latter area many of these took part
in the landings on Green and Treasury Islands and on
Velalavela in the Solomons, while a number were attached
to the Fiji Military Forces and also saw action in the
Solomons).

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE
The successive defeats of the Japanese at sea, coupled with
the growing strength and achievements of the Allied Forces
in th Pacific, permitted the diversion of some military effort
to productive work on farms and the Autumn, 1943, found the
Battalion bivouaced on the Show Grounds at Leeston. where
after short preliminary instruction at the Lincoln Agricul
tural College, personnel were allocated to farming tasks. With
the harvest over, the Battalion returned to Burnham Camp,
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THE QUEEN'S OWN
PAST & PRESENT ASSOCIATION
ASSOCIATION OF THE 11th (LEWISHAM) BATTALION,
THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT

It is with much regret that the Committee have to
announce that the ceremony of unveiling the Memorial
Plaque to the late Lt.Col. A. C. Corfe, D.S.O., which was hoped
to take place in October, must be postponed until a date in
January, 1950. Certain difficulties have caused much delay in
final plans and a later date would conflict with the Association's
functions.
The first
being the Annual Service of Remembrance on
Sunday, the Gth November, 1949, at 11 a.m., at St. Laurence's
Church, Catford. The Committee hope that a good number of
members will attend, especially as the Association must be
represented at the service at the Lewisham Borough Memorial,
when a tablet will be unveiled to the memory of Lewisham
Civilian Dead of the last war. So do please make a special
effort this year.
The Dinner will take place on Saturday, November 12th,
so don't forget to order your tickets from Mr. Len Dawson
in good time.
Members will be interested to learn that Mr. Dawson was
invited to attend the ceremony of the institution of the Vicar
of the Church of St. George, Ypres, last week. His account
appears elsewhere.
The Depot Cricket XI must be heartily congratulated on
its successes during the Cricket Week.
I am happy to report that Mr. " Joe " Woodhall was dis
charged from hospital a few days ago. after a severe operation;
we wish him a speedy recovery.
Greetings to all Associations of the Regiment.
" Pte. Banks."

CHATHAM

BRANCH

The monthly meeting was held at the Drill Hall on Sep
tember 5th and produced a better attendance, but there is
ample accommodation for all exmembers of the Regiment
living in the Medway Towns. In the absence of the Chairman,
on leave, ViceChairman A. W. Tapp, M.C., opened the meet
ing at 7.45, extending a welcome to all present including
our President, Maj. R. W. Brothers and Messrs. Dibley, Bilney
and Munchin, who we were pleased to see with us again after
their incapacity.

where it remained until the residue of its personnel began to
be reabsorbed into civilian life. Before the almost complete
disbandment of the Unit in 1944, the Headouarters Staff were
posted to the King Edward Barracks at Christchurch.
The history of The Canterbury Regiment at home during
thfese dynamic years is a record of an Infantry Unit's response
—under difficulties—to a fast developing and dangerous down
thrust by Japan towards the rich but sparsely populated
Dominions of Australia and New Zealand.
All Battalions of the Regiment—Fortress and Field Troops
alike—were actuated by a keen determination to surmount the
handicaps which prewar apathy and lack of realism had
imposed. No one can say how they would have fared in battle
with the Japanese, but no one doubted then—nor since—that
the men of the Regiment would have exacted a deadly toll
and honoured the spirit of its Maori motto—" Ake ! Ake ! Kia
Kaha "—" We will fight
on for ever and ever."

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
To ensure that your copy reaches you safely, please
notify any change of address to the Editor:—
" The Q. O. G„"
The Barracks,
Maidstone. Kent.

Minutes of 8th August were read and adopted; Treasurer's
report submitted and approved. Joe Wright reported that for
the 11th September Outing to Eastbourne all seats had been
filled In both coaches.
The next item was a presentation to Frank Sutton, who
is leaving for Canada this month (September). Maj. Brothers
made the presentation of a pocket wallet on behalf of all his
comrades in the Branch. A very keen and active member of
the Branch, he would be missed by all. but it was the wish
of all that he should be successful in his new adventure and
that the wallet should always be full, or at least never empty.
Joe Wright and the Chairman also voiced appreciation of
Frank's services to the Branch and hoped he would remember
the Branch when he found time to write. Responding, Sutton
said he deeply appreciated the action of his comrades and
hoped when he came to England in four years' time to
encounter a meeting with the Hall full.
Maj. Brothers, who is always happy to be among old com
rades, thought we should get on with discussing the winter
programme and means of increasing Branch membership and
attendance at meetings.
Alf Tapp enlisted in the Regiment GO years ago, when his
first dinner was a pint of beer (2d.) and two pennyworth of
bread and cheese from his King's shilling, and when he retired
his pay, as a Lt., was less than that of a Private today. . He
thought it should not be too difficult for any who served in
the Regiment in the Medway Towns to get to the Drill Hall
to meet former comrades once a month. Joe Wright also
appealed to those present to use their persuasive powers tact
fully with the object of getting new members and existing
members to make a date on the first Monday of the month, or
at least to give us a look in occasionally.
The monthly Booby Draw was won by Joe Wright, who
auctioned the prize, realizing a further 6/6 for the Branch.
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Members are reminded that the Annual Branch Meeting is
on Monday, 7th November.
The Outing on September 11th was a great success. Two
coachloads left the Drill Hall at 9 a.m. via Maidstone, Water
ingbury, East Peckham, Paddock Wood, Pembury, Tunbridge
Wells (a halt here to enable the party to partake of the
waters from the Chalybeate Soring), Frant, Withernden.
Horam, arriving at Eastbourne at 12 noon. The weather was
ideal, and after a stay of six hours we returned via Langney.
Ninfield, Catsfield, Battle (stop for refreshments), Roberts
bridge, Hurst Green, Hawkhurst, Cranbrook. Staplehurst,
Linton, Maidstone, arriving Chatham 9 p.m. The Outing Com
mittee is to be congratulated for the arrangements, which
were thoroughly enjoyed by all.
The monthly meeting, held on October 3rd at the Drill Hall,
gave us the 2nd largest attendance since the war, but we
would like to see the number doubled for our next meeting on
November 7th. which is the Branch Annual Meeting.
Chairman Wilkins opened the meeting at 7.40 p.m. and
welcomed all present, including three new additions to the
Branch—Messrs. Wickenden (2nd Bn.). Knight (2nd Bn.) and
Ridden (1st and 2nd Bns.).
Apologies for absence were read from Maj. R. W. Brothers
and Joe Munden. Minutes of 5th September were read and
confirmed. Joe Wright submitted Treasurer's Report, which
was approved. The Outing was another big success and the
Branch unanimously accorded a vote of thanks to those
responsible for organization and to the indefatigable Joe Wright
for the donkeywork he had put In. The news of the combined
social evening at the Barracks on October 29th met with a
ready response and the indications are that about 30 will
attend. An invitation to meet the R.A. (T.A.) at Gillingham,
on October 27lh, had to be declined with regret and it was
hoped to make a date in the new year.
For the first time we were not able to meet all " Q.O.G."
requirements, but those who were unlucky will, no doubt,
have a chance to see the September issue through the kind
offices of those who were lucky.
We are looking forward to October 29Lli. when we hope to
meet a good many Comrades from other Branches. Chatham
wishes all Branches a good social season.
C». H. Anchors,
Branch Correspondent. 
LONDON

BRANCH

London Branch calling once again. Firstly, as promised,
here is the result of our darts match against " The Eagle
Hotel," Laclbroke Grove, held on September 13th. I am pleased
to say that we won this match by two legs to one; also we
won the straight eight match. On the whole we had a very
successful night, part from free beer and eats so kindly sup
plied by Mr. and Mrs. King, of " The Eagle."
We held our monthly meeting on Friday, September 30th,
at "The Spread Eagle," Grosvenor Road, Pimlico, London S.W.I.
We were very pleased to welcome four new members, namely.
Messrs. P. Lawrence, D. Percival, C. S. Scott and Sgt. D. Baker,
who is still serving; we wish them luck and hope their stay
with us will be long and happy.
Our next social function will be the social to take place
at our H.Q., where we hold our meetings, on Friday. November
18th. 8 p.m. till 11 p.m., so London Branch members, roll up
and make this a bumper night; I might add that if any Past
or Present members of the Regiment are in that district on
that night, give us a look in and we will give you a big
welcome, so don't forget the date, Friday, November 18lh.
Our Chairman, Mr. H. A. Elson, brought along a very nice
cablelamp to be raffled, the proceeds going to the Sports Fund.
This raffle brought us in a grand sum of £1/7/0, so thank you.
Mr. Elson. The raffle was won by the Secretary, Mr. W. Cole.
Now London Branch is looking more like old times regard
ing .membership, but there is still plenty of room for more,
so if any members of the Regiment are about to leave and
still wish to keep touch with their friends and live In or near
London, just get in touch with the Secretary of the London
Branch, drop him a line or go and see him—it is Mr. W. A.
Cole, 29, Moray Road, Finsbury Park, London, N.4.
Well. I think this must be all for this month, but don't
forget the date of the social, Friday, November 18tli; also next
meeting, Friday, October 28th, 8 p.m.
W. A. Cole.

MAIDSTONE

BRANCH

The Regimental Day (Sevastopol, 8th September, 1855)
was celebrated at the Depot this year by a grand dance held
on 10th September, which was well attended by members ol
the Maidstone Branch. The exact reason why this date was
selected for the dance Is not known, but it may.have had
some bearing on our cricket team, which played its return
match versus the Depot Staff the next day, Sunday, 11th
September. The Depot had strengthened its team by the
Inclusion of ihe Commanding Officer (Maj. C. H. Keenlyside)
and the Adjutant (Capt. D. O. Faulkner), who both had quite
a lot to do with our narrow defeat by nine runs, Maj.
Keenlyside contributing a valuable 26 runs and Capt. Faulkner
by taking three of our wickets for 16. As aforementioned,
owing to the dance the night before our team could only
muster eight players when they took the field, but three quite
good youngsters offered their help and turned out for us.
The Depot won the toss andelected to bat—it looked as ii
the Depot were after making a fairly big score with 70 for 3
on the board, but at 76 a stubborn partnership was broken
and the remainder of the side were out for the addition ol
23 runs making the total 99. Undaunted our team took the
field and the opening pair had not parted when we retired
to an excellent tea. After tea we soon lost a couple of wickets
for 26. Fred Farrington, one of our mainstays, came in
second wicket down at this stage, and to everybody's surprise
was l.b.w. to Capt. Faulkner by the first ball he received—3
for 26. Howard Carman (our Chairman) followed and with
some very steady play with J. Sergison carried the score to 81.
when Sergison fell to an excellent catch by Capt. Faulkner
in the slips. From then on our hopes of a victory fell rapidly,
the remaining six batsmen could only muster nine runs
between them, so we retired defeated but not disgraced in view
of only having eight of our team turn up. Following the
cricket the Warrant Officers and Sgts. invited us to spend a
social evening in their Mess, which we all thoroughly enjoyed.
We were glad to see Dick Hayward there from Tunbridge Wells.
He may have been there as a scout for the Recruiting Stall
(Tunbridge Wells) Games Team, for he was seen indulging in
crib, and other pastimes and taking seemingly a great interest,
and so did the ladies, who are very keen competitors at crib,
and darts; have not noticed them playing snooker yet, but
they fancy themselves at " Tipit."
Our usual monthly meeting was fairly well attended in
view of the meeting being held earlier than usual, on 16th
September.
The Chairman welcomed two new members—
Messrs. Veness and Prickett—the former is just completing 22
years' colour service with the Regiment, and we all hope both
will turn out to be good members by regular attendance at
our meetings and functions. Following the meeting, a games
evening versus Tunbridge Wells Recruiting Stafl was played
The opponents were a trifle late arriving, but came in good
force. But numbers did not dismay our team, which gave an
excellent account of itself in all branches of the games and
won the match by 26 points to 18, including that exciting
game of "Tipit," the final event of the evening, by 21 points
to 18 (a very near thing). We were pleased to see Chris
Foster and Jimmy Hammond on this occasion. Chris still has
to take things steady and wc sincerely hope he will keep better
health in future. Glad to report Jimmy Hammond seems fully
recovered and more himself since his recent illness.
The Branch Standard, with escort and a small contingent
of the Branch, took part in the Maidstone R.A.F. Association
" Battle of Britain " Church Parade and Service at All Saints'
Church on Sunday, 18th September. The parade formed up in
the Barracks and proceeded, headed by the Corps of Drums ol
the 1st Battalion, by the usual route to the church. The Mayor
of Maidstone took the salute at the Town Hall.
The 4th October was the opening night lor the Maidstone
Joint Council of ExService Associations InterAssociation
Games. The first match of the season was Maidstone Branch,
Past and Present versus the Maidstone Branch, Old Con
temptible Association. The tournament is being run on a
league principle this season—seven teams have entered and
each team nlay each other once only.
Our team duly
assembled in force at the ExServices Club, full of confidence,
but in spite of this only managed to win two of the six, the
final result being Maidstone Branch, Past and Present 5 points,
O.C.A. 8 points. We were all disappointed, since the O.C.A. is
tlie present holder of the Championship and was our
stumbling block last season. The darts and cribbage teams are
to be congratulated on their good wins. The team was
captained by that stalwart, Mr. Hastie. The services of Mr.
Hills were sadly missed, as he might possibly have turned the
tables by winning shovehalfpenny—lie never lost one match
last season.
Our next match is on 1st November versus the R.A.M.C.
Association.
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SHORNCLIFFE AND DISTRICT

The monthly meeting of the above Branch for the month
of August was held in the Regimental Rest Room, Ross
Barracks, on Wednesday, 31st August, 1949. In the Chair,
Lt.Col. T. K. Theobald; also present: Lt.Col. A. Martyn,
President of the Branch; Past members, 8: Serving members, 3.
It came as a surprise to the meeting to be informed that
our Chairman was compelled on medical advice to curtail his
social activities and he regretfully had decided that amongst
other things he was obliged to tender his resignation as Chair
man of the Branch. During the short time that I have been
associated with the Branch, and having been present at most
of our meetings, Lt.Col. Theobald was, to my mind, an ideal
Chairman. His advice cn matters concerning the Branch in
general and of individual members was always sound and at
all times showed how keenly interested he was. At the sug
gestion of Lt.Col. Martyn, the Chairman agreed to remain in
office until a successor could be found. The names of several
retired Officers of the Regiment were mentioned and it was
eventually decided that Lt.Col. Martyn would see Col. W. V.
Palmer, whose good offices would be invoked in finding
an
Officer willing to shoulder the responsiblities of Chairman of
the Branch.
In the meantime, we all very sincerely hope that Lt.Col.
Theobald will soon regain good health and he assures us that
he will not lose his interest in the Branch.
It was one blow to hear of the resignation of our Chair
man, but another blow fell when the Secretary read to the
members assembled a letter of resignation from our Vice
Chairman, Mr. Haley, M.C., D.C.M. Mr. Haley has been associ
ated with the Branch from its foundation, and from what I
hear, and what I personally saw of him, he at all times evinced
the very liveliest interest in the Branch and its doings. It is
to be hoped that he is not going to sever himself from us,
for all too few now show that keen interest which is so
essential in the keeping together the interested few, both Past
and Present members, who make a point of being present on
the few occasions on which we meet whether in be our Monthly
Meetings or some Ceremonial Parade.
OLD* CONTEMPTTBLES' " MONS WEEK "

An openair service was held at the Folkestone War
Memorial on Sunday, 21st August. Our Branch, with other
Associations, took its place in a representative parade which
we have great pleasure in recording was commanded by one of
our own Officers, Col. A. A. E. Chittv, D.S.O., himself an Old
Contemptible. The Standard was carried by our Standard
Bearer, Mr. A. Shrubb, and present on parade were Messrs.
Elvy. Solley, Rouse, Pope J.. Ackland. Wanstal and Reynolds—
not at all a bad muster.
SEVASTOPOL DAY

We have to thank Lt.Col. A. Martyn for his very kind
invitation to be present at " Beating of Retreat " on Thursday
evening, September 8th, also to the Mess, which extended its
hospitality to our members after the ceremony Also again to
Lt.Col. A. Martyn, for so kindly inviting members of the
Branch and their wives to the Battalion Church Parade to
take place on Sunday, 11th September.
It is to be hoped that as many members as possible, who
could conveniently take advantage of such an opportunity of a
" get together," did so.
All members of the Branch would wish to convey to L/Cpl.
Collins, No. 6342244, at present serving with the R.A.S.C..
their sincere sympathy in his great loss by the recent death
cf his wife.

"Cushy."
SHORNE

BRANCH

H.C.

We are pleased to welcome the Shorne Branch, 15th Bn.,
Kent Home Guard, who have recently become affiliated to the
Parent Branch of the Past and Present Association.
This affiliation is largely due to the untiring efforts of
Mr. A. E. Swaisland.
We all wish them every success.

*
NOTICE
4th

BATTALION, THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST
REGIMENT ANNUAL REUNION

KENT

To be held at T.A. Centre. Avebury Avenue, Tonbridge,
on Satuday, 5th November, 1949. Cost of Ticket 5 .
All Past and Present members of the Bn. are heartily
welcome. Tickets may be obtained from Secretary, Reunion,
at above address.
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OBITUARY
CAPTAIN ROY R. COOKE, M.C.

We regret to record the death of Capt. Roy R. Cooke, M.C.,
following an acute attack of infantile paralysis.
The funeral service was held at the Church of Harrowon
theHill on September 6th, 1949, and his ashes are interred
there.
Capt. Cooke commanded the draft of reinforcements which
joined the 2nd Battalion at Malta in September, 1940.
He held the appointment of Brigade Intelligence Officer
to the Southern Infantry Brigade until returning to Egypt to
join the Commandos early in 1942.
He was taken prisoner in the raid on Rommel's Head
quarters. Between then and the end of the war he escaped on
at least seven separate occasions. He returned to the Army
after the war and served for some time in Austria.
For the last 18 months he had been teaching at a School
near Harrow.
His activities before, during and since the war, were so
varied and original that it is useless to attempt to summarise
them here. They deserve a more adequate record.
He always regretted that he was able to snend so little ol
of his time in the Army with the Regiment.
This sudden end to his adventurous life will be a severe
shock to the friends who served with him in the 2nd Battalion,
and particularly to those who accompanied him on the long
journey round Africa to join the 2nd Battalion in Malta.
We extend our sympathy to the relatives of the deceased
officer and express our gratitude to the Rev. John B. Browne
for providing us with the above obituary notice.
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THE POLICE FORCE AS A CAREER
By R. C. M. JENKINS. Deputy Chief Constable of Kent.
(ex-Private. 11th Bn.. Royal West Kent Regt.)

Men leaving the Regiment in 1949 or later will be con
fronted with the same problem as was I in 1919—what woitn
while job can I get in " civvy street " ? In order to avoid any
misunderstanding, let me at once say that I left ^ Regiment
as a Private soldier—the despair ot such gallant andl efficie
Warrant Officers as the late Billy (Buster) Goulds. Tim Hayley
(whose son. I am glad to see. is now W.O.I at the Depot and
Frank Judge—as fine a fellow as ever concealed a Militaiy
Cross !
A career in the police service is well worth consideration by
those who come up to the physical standard required—a mini
mum height of 5ft. 9ins.. with a chest measurement oi 36ins.
While no one will make a fortune in the Force, the conditions
of service make for stability and security. The pay and allow
ance are reasonable; there are prospects of promotion foi the
right men; the pension rights are attractive; the status ol a
policeman is high and. above all. it is a man's job !
A prospective applicant should understand that the' police
service is divided into three main types oi Forces: (1) the
Metropolitan Police. (2) City and Borough Police (J) County
Constabularies. Each main type consists oi about 20.000 men.
that is 60,000 in all.
The Metropolitan Police are responsible for the London
area except the City of London, which has its own Force.
Their Headouarters are at Scotland Yard, and, notwithstanding
the mistaken idea of many people, they have no contiol ovei
the rest of the country. City and Borough Police a:le inow
responsible only for towns with a population of ovei 100,000
and which already have their own Police Forces. County Con
stabularies are responsible for all smaller towns, togethei wi h
urban and rural areas. In Kent the County Constabulary
covers every town and every acre of the county up to
Metropolitan boundary.
I have spoken earlier of the advantages, and it is fair at
once to mention the disadvantages. They are, night dutj
(roughly between a quarter and onethird oi ones seivice
spent on night duty): much weekend duty: little or no over
time pay, and exposure to all weathers. After thirty yeais o
police service, I believe this to be the full list of disadvantages.
Police discipline, although perhaps irksome to a lad from a
bench or counter, is a " piece of cake " to a man fiom
services. He rather likes it. in fact.
Any reader who may be interested in the Police Force as
a career should first
make up his mind as to which of the
three main types he wishes to apply for. The pay aijd pep„°
is in each case, identical. The rent allowance payable to mem
bers of the Metropolitan Police is a little higher than the
maximum allowance paid to other Forces, and they also are to
be paid £10 a year " London duty allowance." This variation
is. of course, understandable.
If he hopes to live in the London area, the candidate
should apply either for the Metropolitan or City of London
Force (the City has a minimum height standard oi 5ft 11ins.).
if he likes a large provincial town where he will settle down
nermanently in one place, he should .apply to the Chiel
Constable of one of the Borough Forces; if he likes asmall
town or rural life, he should apply for appointment to a County
Constabulary. In a County Force it will mean moving from
time to time. for. upon leaving the Training Centie, the leciuit
is always posted to a town where he works a tour of duty undei
the direct control of a Sergeant or Inspector. It is only alter
he has proved his suitability that he is posted out to a rural
beat where he is left very much to his own devices, apart from
an occasional visit by his superior Officer. His position is one
of particular responsibility. Not only is he the direct repre
sentative of law and order, but. where fully accepted by the
local people as a trustworthy friend, he quickly becomes an
important person in social and other respects. " 1!> most
important that he should be able to " carry his corn, for he.
more than many of the higher ranks in large centres of popu
lation. carries the reputation of the Force in his hands.
How TO JOIN
Having made his choice, the applicant should address a
letter to the Chief Constable (Recruiting Department), from
whom he will receive an early reply, usually accompanied by a

brief form for him to set out a few particulars of age. education,
physique, army service, etc., or it may be an invitation to
attend in person for interview. If the reply is one of non
acceptance it will mean either that there are no vacancies or
that his letter indicates that he is unsuitable. If receiving
consideration, he will later be sent a full application form in
which he is asked for very full particulars regarding himself.
These particulars are not required from idle curiosity. As I
have earlier said, the status of a policeman is high and it is
important that, before acceptance, the fullest particulars should
be known about him. The applicant should take great care
in completing this form and if in difficulty should call at the
local Police Station, or upon the local constable for advice.
After sending this form there will be some delay and the
applicant should not get the idea that nothing is being done
about it. The particulars given by him are being closely
checked. If the enquiries are satisfactory he may be invited
to attend for an educational examination and, again, if suc
cessful he will later be called for a medical examination. The
educational standard required is one which should be reached
by a good student at an elementary school. A good knowledge
of English in general and spelling in particular is required.
While some ability in arithmetic is necessary, it is not of the
same importance, as the compilation of readable and sensible
reports is a basic police requirement. The medical test is
severe, and a number of men in the services graded as Al are
rejected. The Police Doctor is looking not only for fitness
today. but a reasonable chance of fitness in the long years
which lie ahead.
PAY

*

A committee recently sat under the Chairmanship of Lord
Oaksey and recommended the following rates of pay (in addition
to which a house is provided or rent allowance paid).
It is anticipated that these rates will be paid before this
article is published : —
Constable
£330 a year, rising to £420
Sergeant
£445 a year, rising to £485
Inspector
£530 a year, rising to £5»5
Chief Inspector
£605 a year, rising to £645
Superintendent
.... £800 a year, rising to £850
Is should be realised thatthere is no "Officer Class" in
the police service. These ranks, and higher, are open to out
standing recruits. Former " other ranks " of the Royal West
Kent Regiment are at present holding some of the " plum "
positions in the police service, the outstanding case being that
of Mr. F. T. Tarry, C.B.E., M.M.. His Majesty's Inspector of
Constabulary, who served throughout the 191418 war with
the 6th Battalion.
The writer will be pleased to give further advice upon
application.
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HER ROYAL HIGHNESS, PRINCESS MARINA, DUCHESS OP KENT, C.I.,
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ColonellnChief The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
PRESIDENT:
MAJORGENERAL W. P. OLIVER, C.B., O.B.E.
Colonel or the Regiment.
CHAIRMAN:
COLONEL W. V. PALMER.
HON. SECRETARY & TREASURER:
LT.COL. A. A. EASON.
Regimental Headquarters, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone.
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Chatham—Mr. J. E. Wright, RoyBon,
Rochester.
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Gravesend—Mr. W. T. Nichols, 61, King's Drive, Gravesend,
Kent.
London—Mr. W.
London, N.4.
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Cole, 29, Moray Road, Finsbury Park,
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Representatives, including Affiliated

Battalloni

6th

Battalion—Mr. C. Sayers, 59, Grasmere Gardens, Orping
ton, Kent.

7th

^rttalion—Mr. C. T. Pratt, 45. King Street, Maidstone.

8th Battalion—Mr. A. E. Scrase, 23, Morton Gardens, Walling
ton, Surrey.
10th Battalion—Mr. Stanford, 10, Bramble Close, Maidstone
Kent.
nth Battalion—Mr. L. W. Dawson, 6, Bramley Way
Wlckham, Kent.
2 0 t h

L o n d o n R e g t . ,
Nutley, Sussex.

O . C . A . — M r . J .

M l n g a y ,

West

F o r e s t C r e s t ,

Additional Member:
Mr. M. R. Audsley, 64. Spur Road, Orpington, Kent.

Home Guard Battalions Affiliated:
20th County of ^London Battalion Home Guard Old Com
rades Association, 19, Conberra Rd., Bexley Heath, Kent.

Sevenoaks Home Guard. Old Comrades'
Red House, Sevenoaks, Kent.

Association. The

Perishurst & District Home Guard, Old Comrades' Associa
tion, Bassetts, Chlddingstone Causeway. Nr. Tonbridge.

"C" Company, 14th Battalion Kent Home Guard, Old Com
rades' Association, 22, St. Werburgh Crescent. Hoo.
Nr. Rochester, Kent.

Collier Street Home Guard, Old Comrades'
Collier Street, Nr. Marden, Kent.

Association.

22nd London Battalion Home Guard. Old Comrades' Asso
ciation, Building A 85, Royal Arsenal. Woolwich.
London, S.E. 18.

Rochester Branch Home Guard, Old Comrades' Association,
85, St. Margaret's Street. Rochester, Kent.

Shorne Branch. 15th Battalion. Kent Home Guard. Mr. A. E.
Swaisland, Dairy Farm, Shorne. near Gravesend.

Membership Is open to all who aro serving or who have served in The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment. Subscriptions
are: Life Membership: Officers £2/10/0; Other Ranks 10/; or an Annual Subscription of: Offioers 5/; Other Ranks 1/..
The object of this Association is to foster esprit de corps, to help members keep in touch with ona another, and to aseiBt
those in distress. The Association ia affiHatod to the British Legion.
Past and Present Association Badges are available at a cost of 2/ to Life Members.
All communication should be addressed to the Hon. Secretary, Past and Present Association, The Queen's Own Royal West
Kent Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone, Kent.
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Founded by John Ociee in 1803
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KENTISH CYDER
Wines, Spirits 8 Mineral Waters of the
choicest brand..
Price List on Application. All goods delivered
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34 SACKVILLE ST., LONDON
Specially Appointed to the
1st and 2nd Battalions The
Queen's Own Royal West
. . Kent Regiment . .

Also holds special appointments to many other.
Regiments, and is extensively patronised by Officers
In every branch of His Majesty's Service, both at
home and abroad.

(Adjoining entrance to Shorncliffe Camp)
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Social and Personal

MOTOR CAR BADGE

Visitors to Regimental Headquarters during October
November have been few. Amongst those who did pay us a
visit were—
Lt.Col. A. Howe, who handed over the Eccles Cup Brassard,
which had been presented to him by Mrs. Crouch.
Maj. R. Love, who has recently taken up a new residence at
White Cottage, Rock Road, Maidstone.
Capt. H. G. Rogers, who paid us a special visit to tell us
about the Eccles Cup, which is mentioned elsewhere
in this issue.
We congratulate Capt. D. O. Faulkner on passing his Law
examination : " Contract and Tort."
*

©

*

©

We see in the Army Catering Corps Journal that Maj. W. A.
Daniel (our onetime Catering Adviser) has been posted to
M.E.L.F. Capt. R. P. Hickman (our late Messing Officer at
Invicta Lines) features in a picture of the A.C.C. Technical
Training Wing.
Maj. K. Harwood, who was the Chief Instructor at the
Lines School of Cookery, is also at the A.C.C. Technical Train
ing Wing. We note he has been organizing the boxing matches
for his Corps in Aldershot.
C.S.M. A. Blundon, who was with us at the Depot, has been
posted for duty with the E.A. Travelling Wing.
£
#
$
O
Sgt. Veness, the jackofalltrades, has donned the uniform
of a postman and can be seen delivering letters and parcels in
the vicinity of Barracks.
©

©

*

©

We congratulate Maj. C. S. A. Duncan, late 4th Bn.. on
becoming the father of a son.
Maj. Keenlyside has received a letter from Maj. Grimshaw
in West Africa in which he says—
He has gone out as O.C.. Training Company, of the West
Africa School of Infantry and Education. He says he is gradu
ally settling down to his new surroudings, but sorry to be
serving away from the Regiment for the first time in his ser
vice. (Ed.—As a matter of interest he has served in the 2nd
Bn. during the whole of his service in the Regt.).
The climate of Accra is very hot and sticky, but he has
been told that it is the best spot on the Gold Coast and feels
he must not complain.
He still wears the Regimental Cap Badge, although he is
expected to walk about with a Palm Tree on his head.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
31st October, 1949.
Dear Sir,
I had the honour of attending the Past and Present Asso
ciation concert, etc., which took place at the Drill Hall. Depot,
Royal West Kent Regt., on Saturday, 29th October, 1949, and
wish to say what a pleasant evening it was, this being the
first one, I consider it was a great success.
Various Branches turned up, also the ladies, whom we
were very pleased to see.
There were also present Colonels Palmer, Howe, Coe and
Col. Eason, we were also pleased to see Maj. B. A. Pond, from
the 1st Bn.; it is grand to see the Old Comrades intermixing
with the Officers.
Among some of the old soldiers present 1 was pleased to
see Capt. A. Chasteneuf, Mr. P. Walker (late R.S.M.) and Mr.
Tim Hayley, M.C., D.C.M. (late R.S.M.); there was also present
our dear old friend, Mr. McCarthy, and these four had plenty
to talk about, this naturally took place at the bar !
May I say that great credit is due to the O.O. Depot (Maj.
Keenlyside), the R.S.M. (young Tim Hayley) and all the Staff
who undertook the task of making all present feel at home,
and great credit is due to all concerned. The Band put up a
splendid show, thanks to our Bandmaster, Mr. Jackson.
Tho whole show was a great success and I respectfully
take off my hat to the serving staff for the welcome accorded
to the Old Soldiers.
" An Old Soldier " ?

We are considering the purchase of a number of Motor
Car Badges similar to the one depicted above, provided we can
get the promise of sufficient orders for them.
The Badge in silver metal is set on a background of the
Regimental colours and the remainder is in chrome plated
metal.
The cost will be approximately 26/6 each.
If you are prepared to purchase one, please inform the
Editor, " Queen's Own Gazette," The Barracks, Maidstone.
Remittances should NOT be forwarded until called for.

*

EMPLOYMENT
SCHOOL INSTRUCTOR

An exsoldier is required at Pierrepont School. Frensham,
near Farnham, Surrey, as a school instructor, plus odd jobs
Wages £5—£6 per week, plus accommodation (man only).
Applicants should apply to the Headmaster, address above.
(Tel.: Frensham 211.)
CLERK

A Clerk is needed by 4th Bn., " The Queen's Own." Appli
cants should apply to the Adjutant at the Drill Hall, Avebury
Avenue, Tonbridge, for full particulars.
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to new premises, with spacious modern showrooms, at: —

\o. 97

\ E W 919\a> S T R E E T , W . l
(Telephone:

GROSV'ENOR

5016)

A welcome awaits both old and new customers, and
consequent upon 180 years of progress the assurance of
unequalled service and attention.
" F O R

T H E

FINEST

IN

SERVICE

TMLZPHONft 28.18 MAIDSTONE

BENNITTS LTD.

TMlboleeate ant» '(Retail gobacconista
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3, MARKET STREET,
MAIDSTONE
All Orders promptly executed-
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Maidstone's Safest Milk ! !
PEDIGREE GUERNSEY
HERD

(phimho&e ^ J0en DaVdeb
for
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Infants and Invalids
EGGS & CREAM

Phone 2610

HAYNES
BROTHERS



LIMITED

ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS,
RADIO £r TELEVISION
Visit our Showrooms at

14 - x8, KING ST.. MAIDSTONE
(Gpposite the G.P.O.)

Easily BEST for
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HOME COUNTIES AREA.
"Quo Fas ct Gloria Ducunt."
BATTLE HONOURS BORNE ON THE REGIMENTAL COLOUR :
The Sphinx, superscribed "Egypt."
"Vimtera." "Corunna." "Almaraz," "Vittoria," "Pyrenees." "Nive."
"Orthes,"
"Peninsula,"
"Punnlar,"
"Moodkee "
"Pero/.eshah." "Aliwal." "Sobraon," "Alma," "Inkerman," "Sevastopol." "Lucknow," "New Zealand." "Egypt. 1882."
"Nile, 18S485." "South Africa, 190002,"' Afghanistan, 1919."

"Mons."

"Ypres.

1914,

'15.

BATTLE HONOURS BORNE ON THE KING'S COLOUR :
'17. '18.' "Hill 60." "Somme. 1916, '18," "Vimy, 1917." "Italy. 1917, 18." "Galllpoll, 1915,"
" Gaza." " Defence of Kut Al Almara," "Sharqat."

THE GREAT WAR BATTLE HONOURS—18 BATTALIONS :
"Mons." "Le Cateau." "Retreat from Mons." "Marne. 1914," "Aisne, 1914," "La Bassee, 1914," Messines, 1914, '"7."
'Ypres, 1914. '15 "17, 18." "Hill 60." "Gravenstavel." "St. Julien,"
"Prezenberg,"
"Loos,"
"Somme,
1916,
'18.'*
"Albert, 1916, "18," "Bazentin," "Delvllle Wood," "Pozieres," "Guillemont."
"FlersCourcelette,"
"Morval,"
"Thlepval."
"Le Transloy," "Ancre Heights," "Ancre, 1916, '18," Arras,"1917,
'18."
"Vimy,
1917,"
"Scarpe,
1917,"
"Oppy."
"Pilckem," "Langemarck. 1917," "Menin Road," "Polygon Wood." "Broodseinde," "Passchendaele," "Cambral, 1917, '18"
"St. Quentin," "Rosieres," "Avre," Villers Bretonneux," "Lys," "Hazebrouck," "Kemmel," "Amiens," "Bapaume, 1918,"
"Hindenburg
Line,"
"Epehy,"
"Canal
du
Nord," "St.
Quentin
Canal."
"Courtral,"
"Selle."
"Sambrc."
"France and Flanders, 191418," "Italy, 1917, *18." "Suvla," "Landing at Suvla." "Scimitar Hill," "Galllpoll, 1915."
" Rumani,"
" Egypt.
191516,"
" Gaza,"
" El Mughar," "Jerusalem." "Jericho." ' Tell 'Asur," "Palestine, 1917, '18"
"Defence of Kut Al Amara," "Sharqat." "Mesopotamia, 191518."

"Editorial
We feel all members of the Past and Present Associa
tion who had the pleasure of attending the Reunion and
Social gathering of Branches, on Saturday, 29th October,
at the Regimental Depot, will wish to thank the Officer
Commanding Depot, the indefatigable R.S.M. Hayley
and Q.M.S. (O.R.S.) Waterman for the excellent arrange
ments they made, which made the event the unqualified
success it undoubtedly was.
We congratulate the Band under the direction of Band
Master Jackson for their excellent performance.

GROVE TRUST
The Trust, as originally envisaged, is losing its value in
consequence of the change in conditions in the Army. The
Trustees of the Grove Trust have, therefore, agreed as a
temporary measure, that the four prizes should now be
allotted as under: —
(a) Best shot amongst the Privates.
(b) Best shot amongst the N.C.Os.
(c) The N.C.O. or Private showing the most
intelligence and initiative.
(d) The best allround soldier in the Battalion,
selected at the discretion of the Commanding
Officer.

It is with deep regret that we report the death of
BrigadierGeneral Thomas Rose Caradoc Price. We extend
our deepest sympathy to his widow and relatives.

REGIMENTAL CHRISTMAS CARD
A Regimental Christmas Card is available, price 7d.
each. This card bears on the front the Regimental Crest
and Christmas Greetings on the inside leaf.
A limited number of cards with a reproduction of the
Army Boxing Shield, won by the Jst Battalion, are also
available at a cost of 34d. each (see page 202).
Cards may be obtained from Regimental Headquarters.
Postal Orders and Cheques should be made payable to The
Administrative Officer. Depot. The Queen's Own Royal
West Kent Regiment.
Many subscriptions to The Queen's Own Gazette fall
due in the New Year. It would be a great help if sub
scribers would forward their subscriptions promptly.

MOTOR CAR BADGE
A photograph of a Regimental Motor Car Badge is
reproduced on page 198 of this issue.

REGIMENTAL DIARY, 1950
4th BATTALION OFFICERS' DINNER
A Dinner for all officers who have served, or are now
serving in the 4th Battalion, is to be held at the Mayfair
Hotel, London, on Friday, 25th November, 1949.
For details apply to:—Major C. B. E. Welland. " Little
fields." Barnet Wood Road, Bromley.

A Regimental Diary for 1950 is available at 3/ each.
Cloth cover with crest in silver, four pages of Regi
mental matter, and complete set of road maps of Great
Britain.
Apply to Administrative Officer, Depot, Royal West
Kent Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone.
Cheque or Postal Orders must accompany the order.
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Social and Personal

Ml

CAR BADGE

Visitors to Regimental Headquarters during October
November have been few. Amongst those who did pay us a
visit were—
Lt.Col. A. Howe, who handed over the Eccles Cup Brassard,
which had been presented to him by Mrs. Crouch.
Maj. R. Love, who has recently taken up a new residence at
White Cottage, Rock Road, Maidstone.
Capt. H. G. Rogers, who paid us a special visit to tell us
about the Eccles Cup, which is mentioned elsewhere
in this issue.
s
s
s
s
We congratulate Capt. D. O. Faulkner on passing his Law
examination : " Contract and Tort."
©

©

©

©

We see in the Army Catering Corps Journal that Maj. W. A.
Daniel (our onetime Catering Adviser) has been posted to
M.E.L.F. Capt. R. P. Hickman (our late Messing Officer at
Invicta Lines) features in a picture of the A.C.C. Technical
Training Wing.
Maj. K. Harwood, who was the Chief Instructor at the
Lines School of Cookery, is also at the A.C.C. Technical Train
ing Wing. We note he has been organizing the boxing matches
for his Corps in Aldershot.
C.S.M. A. Blundon, who was with us at the Depot, has been
posted for duty with the E.A. Travelling Wing.
Sgt. Veness, the jackofalltrades, has donned the uniform
of a postman and can be seen delivering letters and parcels in
the vicinity of Barracks.
©

©

*

»

We congratulate Maj. C. S. A. Duncan, late 4th Bn., on
becoming the father of a son.
Maj. Keenlyside has received a letter from Maj. Grimshaw
in West Africa in which he says—
He has gone out as O.C.. Training Company, of the West
Africa School of Infantry and Education. He says he is gradu
ally settling down to his new surroudings, but sorry to be
serving away from the Regiment for the Jirst time in his ser
vice. (Ed.—As a matter of interest he has served in the 2nd
Bn. during the whole of his service in the Regt.).
The climate of Accra is very hot and sticky, but he has
been told that it is the best spot on the Gold Coast and feels
he must not complain.
He still wears the Regimental Cap Badge, although he is
expected to walk about with a Palm Tree on his head.



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
31st October, 1949.
Dear Sir,
I had the honour of attending the Past and Present Asso
ciation concert, etc., which took place at the Drill Hall. Depot,
Royal West Kent Regt., on Saturday, 29th October, 1949, and
wish to say what a pleasant evening it was, this being the
first one, I consider it was a great success.
Various Branches turned
were very pleased to see.

up, also the ladies, whom we

There were also present Colonels Palmer. Howe. Coe and
Col. Eason, we were also pleased to see Maj. B. A. Pond, from
the 1st Bn.; it is grand to see the Old Comrades intermixing
with the Officers.
Among some of the old soldiers present 1 was pleased to
see Capt. A. Chasteneuf, Mr. P. Walker (late R.S.M.) and Mr.
Tim Hayley. M.C., D.C.M. (late R.S.M.); there was also present;
our dear old friend, Mr. McCarthy, and these four had plenty
to talk about, this naturally took place at the bar !
May I say that great credit is due to the O.C. Depot (Maj.
Keenlyside), the R.S.M. (young Tim Hayley) and all the Staff
who undertook the task of making all present feel at home,
and great credit is due to all concerned. The Band put up a
splendid show, thanks to our Bandmaster, Mr. Jackson.
Tho whole show was a great success and I respectfully
take off my hat to the serving staff for the welcome accorded
to the Old Soldiers.
" An Old Soldier " ?

We are considering the purchase of a number of Motor
Car Badges similar to the one depicted above, provided we can
get the promise of sufficient orders for them.
The Badge in silver metal is set on a background of the
Regimental colours and the remainder is in chrome plated
metal.
The cost will be approximately 26/6 each.
If you are prepared to purchase one, please inform the
Editor. " Queen's Own Gazette," The Barracks, Maidstone.
Remittances should NOT be forwarded until called for.

+

EMPLOYMENT
SCHOOL INSTRUCTOR

An exsoldier is required at Pierrepont School. Frensham,
near Farnham, Surrey, as a school instructor, plus odd jobs
Wages £5—£6 per week, plus accommodation (man only).
Applicants should apply to the Headmaster, address above.
(Tel.: Frensham 211.)
CLERK

A Clerk is needed by 4th Bn., " The Queen's Own." Appli
cants should apply to the Adjutant at the Drill Hall. Avebury
Avenue, Tonbridge, for full particulars.

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

199

OBITUARY
BRIGGENERAL T. R. C. PRICE

Former Commandant of Small Arms School
BrigadierGeneral Thomas Rose Caradoc Price, C.M.G.,
D.S.O., formerly Commandant of the Hythe Wing of the Small
Arms School, died suddenly in London on Thursday at the
age of 74.
He was the son of the late Col. T. Price, C.B., and was horn
on August 2nd, 1875, and after attending Sandhurst was
commissioned in 1894 in The Royal West Kent Regiment with
which he served in the Malakand Field Force of 189798, and
in the operations in Buner and Chamla, including the engage
ment in the Tanga Pass. Later he transferred to the Indian
Army and served with Probyn's Horse. He was a member of
the Seistan Boundary Commission of 1903 and in 1911 came
home to take up the appointment of A.D.C. to the G.O.C.,
Aldershot. After he had been for a short time on the General
Staff at Army Headquarters, India, the 191418 war broke out
and he was posted to France.
He served on the staffs of 55 Division and the Third
Army and with the first battalion of the Welsh Guards before
his appointment to the command of 114 Infantry Brigade.
His services were mentioned in dispatches and he was awarded
the D.S.O. in 1917. He was made a C.M.G. in 1919. After
the war he commanded the first battalion of the Welsh Guards
and later 142 Infantry Brigade (T.A.), until his appointment
in 1928 as Commandant of the Hythe Wing of the Small
Arms School, a post he retained until his retirement in 1931.
He was reemployed in 1939 as Brgadier commanding North
London SubArea and retired in 1941, when he spent the
remainder of the war as an airraid warden in Westminster.
In his younger days he was a keen crosscountry rider and a
polo player of tournament standard.
He married, in 1911, Dorothy, daughter of the late Sir Henry
Verey, by whom he had two sons and a daughter.—" The Times."

COMMANDER DALISON

Commander John Standley Dalison, D.S.O., R.N., was
fatally injured in a motor accident at Renfrew, Ontario, on
Sunday, 9th October. His wife and young daughter were
severely injured.

ARTISTIC DRIVER
With the possibility of at least six weeks' holiday ahead
of him, a Londoner who drives and paints the famous, waved
goodbye to the liner Mauretania at Southampton yesterday
and within a few hours was back at his easel in Aldred Road,
West Hampstead—working on a portrait of Gracie Fields.
The artistchauffeur was 42yearsold Mr. Charles ("Bert")
Young, an exlancecorporal of The Royal West Kent Regiment
His employer, who had just sailed with Sir Stafford Cripps for
the dollar talks in Washington, is Britain's Foreign Secretary
Mr. Ernest Bevin.
In the four years he has been driving Mr. Bevin around
Britain and France (he was last month at the Strasbourg
Council of Europe) Mr. Young reckons he has travelled 35,000
miles.
CHESS

CHAMPION, TOO

During his offduty time he has painted six portraits,
including one of Mr. Churchill in R.A.F. uniform and another
of Mr. Bevin. "The Foreign Secretary has got that one in
his office now," Mr. Young told me.
But painting is not his only hobby; he is an ardent chess
player. During the recent Paris conference of Foreign Ministers
he became chess champion of the "Big Three" drivers. In one
month he played 41 games against M. Schuman's chauffeur, M
Raoul Deset, with this result: Won 31, drew nine and lost one.
—" The Evening News."

Banking for
His Majesty's Forces

-TATe a/y'eotnfvtmit

A$/c/aic/ Too*: eji y/Sd'

AT

No. 6 Pall Mall can be seen the original charter
granted by FieldMarshal Lord Ligonier to his private
secretary, Richard Cox, as Banker of the First Regiment
of Foot Guards. By 1815, Cox's had become Bankers,
Official Paymasters and Agents to the entire British
Household Brigade, the bulk of the Cavalry and Infantry
Regiments, the Royal Artillery and the Royal Wagon
Train — now the Royal Army Service Corps. Cox's
have also been Agents to the Royal Air Force since its
inception. Lloyds Bank absorbed this historical connec
tion in 1923. A modern banking service is now provided
dealing in every type of business hut the individual
attention to customers' banking requirements still remains
a distinctive feature.

LLOYDS BANK
LIMITED
(COX'S & KING'S

Subscription rates: —
Single Copies 5d., post free.
Other Ranks 5/ per annum, post free.
Officers 9/ per annum, post free.

ARMY AND
ROYAL AIR FORCE AGENTS
6 Pall Mall, S.W.I

BRANCH)

Offices at or near all Army and
Royal Air Force Centres
in England and Wales
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INDONESIAN

AMBUSH

By LT.COL H. D. CHAPLIN

THE START OF THE JOURNEY
At 8.30 on a very hot morning a Dutch jeep charged into
the courtyard of " The Grand Hotel," Medan. Out of the jeep
jumped a Dutch Lieutenant, the Liaison Officer between the
Netherlands Army and the United Nations' Military Observers
on the north east coast of Sumatra. At the entrance to the
hotel a Major in the United States Air Force and myself, both
Military Observers, were expecting him.
" What, no escort ? " I asked.
" Only myself," said the Liaison Officer.
" How many vehicles are we taking ? "
" Only the White Jeep. There have been no incidents on
the Brastagi road for about two weeks. It should be safe
enough."
"Are the Chinese 'buses running?" I persisted. I here
had recently been several shooting affrays on this road and
I had hoped for a larger escort.
" Yes. the Chinese 'buses are running and the Chief of
Staff thinks that only one vehicle is necessary. I have got an
Owen gun and eight magazines."
An Owen Gun is a submachine gun. Military Observers
in Indonesia were not allowed to carry arms at that time. They
are now.
Our destination was a Dutch battalion headquarters at a
plare called Kabanjahe. which is about twelve kilometres
beyond Brastagi. Brastagi is a mountain holiday resort sixty
four kilometres from Medan. The whole area was occupied by
the Dutch at that time. The road for the first thirtyfive
kilometres, is fairly straight and level and runs through a
populous district. After the first
hairpin at thirtyfive kilo
metres, the road winds uphill, with many zigzags, through a
quiet mountainous region. At this first
hairpin there had
recently been two incidents in which guerrillas of the
Republican Army had shot at vehicles. Here also a Chinese
'bus had been held up and the passengers robbed.
I had been to Kabanjahe several times, usually with
another vehicle and a few Dutch troops as escort. The previous
week I had gone in a station wagon, driven by a Dutch soldier
and with a Dutch Corporal and a Private as escort. These
journeys had been free from alarm. This time we were going
alone in the White Jeep.
There were eighteen of these United Nations' jeeps in
Indonesia. They were ordinary American jeeps in everything
except the paint. They were painted white overall. " UNITED
NATIONS" was painted in large black letters on the front
beneath the windscreen, and on the tail board at .the back.
On the sides in black letters was painted " K.T.N." This meant
" Kommissie Tiga Negara "—The Committee of Three Nations,
i.e., The Good Offices Committee.
We got into our White Jeep. The American Observer offered
to drive; hut I usually drove on the outward journey. So I
got into the driver's seat with the American next to me. The
Liaison Officer climbed into the back with his Owen Gun. Thus
we set off.
AMBUSHED
Just outside Medan we passed the Dutch Military Cemetery
with its neat rows of small white wooden crosses. The number
of these crosses had increased appreciably since December, 1948,
when the Dutch had broken the Truce. There were also many
crosses, as yet unplanted. stacked in a shed. " Has one of
those got your name on ? " the American tactlessly asked the
Liaison Officer. " I hope not." he said, crossing himself.
We reached the first hairpin, where a patrol of Dutch
native troops lay in observation (?), and started our uphill
climb into the mountains. Although the road urgently needed
repairs, and constant gear changing was necessary when
rounding the zigzags, it was a pleasant drive through wonderful
scenery. Gradually possibility of danger receded.
We had driven fiftyfour
kilometres from Medan and
apDroached the bend where stood the notice board pointing
to'the Petani Waterfall. I changed down to second gear and
rounded the righthanded bend. I was about to change up
when I felt a dull blow in the back, and heard the sound of
a shot. It was a few seconds before I realised that I had been
hit. The firing then became heavy, and at least one automatic
weapon was being used. The shots were coming from the
rear. This seemed to be a determined attack. I looked round
for some cover.

I stopped the jeep as close as possible to the side of the
hill on the left of the road, and proceeded to roll out into the
ditch. Bullets were striking the jeep with loud thumps; and
as I rolled clear, one of these struck my left instep, completely
numbing the foot.
The ditch was horribly shallow and did not give enough
cover for my liking. So I slimmed into the earth, with the
jeep between myself and the foe. I found myself lying with
my head towards the guerrillas, with the American crouching
near my feet. The Dutch Officer had jumped out of the other
side of the jeep and was kneeling at the front of it and firing
over the bonnet with his Owen gun.
The fire of the Guerrillas was now concentrated on tho
jeep and bullets were striking it with fearful frequency. Pieces
of metal were whizzing over me, and one of them hit the back
of my head, and blood ran down my neck. One by one the
five tyres were hit and the air hissed out with a hideous
sigh. I was most unhappy.
" Tell them who we are," I shouted.
" Komissie Tiga Negara ! Komissie Tiga Negara ! " the
Liaison Officer called out.
Answering yells came from the guerrillas, who were about
forty yards away. " Mati ! Mati ! " they cried. This means
" Death ! Death ! " All most unpleasant.
And then we heard a Chinese 'bus approaching from the
direction of Brastagi. Our spirits rose. But this wretched
'bus stopped at the next bend, which was about fifty
yards
away up the slope, hurriedly turned round and rushed oil'
again, its engine roaring loudly.
" Damn the thing ! We would have been safe," said the
American.
After this amazing fire fight
had been going on for some
fifteen minutes, the Dutchman announced that there was only
about half a magazine of ammunition lel'V " And I have
been hit four blinking times." he added.
" Fire single shots slowly." said the American.
Gradually the sound of firing
seemed to die away, and in
the sudden silence we could hear the Indonesians moving along
the mountain side towards us. They were making their way
up the slope so as to get into a position to shoot down on us.
If they got above us, we had no hope of getting away.
WORLD RECORD
We held a short discussion. To surrender meant mutila
tion, the Dutch Officer assured us. To remain where we were
meant death, I opined. To run away was impossible because
" the Colonel is sure too bad to run," thought the American.
But we were determined not to be finished
off by those nasty
little black men.
So I crawled out of the ditch and round the back of the
jeep; and I ran. The others told me later that two or three
bullets were fired after us. But I did not hear them. I was
running faster than sound. I covered the fifty metres to the
next bend in a flash;
and ran on another fifty.
This must
be the fastest hundred metres ever run by man. There were,
of course, no official timekeepers; so the record will not be
ratified, but I am sure I made a world record.
I was then exhausted. " Into the jungle," said the Dutch
man, "I shall stay on the roadside with my gun." The
American went far into the bush. I crawled about ten yards
into the undergrowth and lay gasping. It took me quite a
time to recover from my record sprint.
There was no sound of the guerrillas following us. I soon
heard the noise of a motor vehicle approaching, and recognised
the roar of the Chinese 'bus. It had returned to see if the
coast was clear. It stopped, however, and again turned back;
this time, as I afterwards learned, with the Liaison Officer on
board. He had gone to fetch assistance.
RESCUED
It was very quiet and lonely lying there in the jungle.
Contrary to popular belief, no tigers came and stared at me;
no snakes stood on their tails and hissed at me. What is
more, no guerrillas came and fired at me.
After two hours. I heard a convoy approaching from the
direction of Medan. I crawled to the roadside and attracted
the attention of one of the drivers. These Dutch soldiers had
seen our White Jeep and were looking out for survivors.
" Any more ? " one of them asked me.
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" Two," I said, not knowing the Liaison Officer had gone.
After a considerable search they found the American, and took
him to Brastagi in a vehicle. He had a flesh would in a calf.
The convoy then went on, leaving a patrol to protect me. Two
Dutch soldiers produced their Field Service Dressings and
bandaged my back as well as they could. And then, for two
more long thirsty hours I lay on the side of the road in the
sun, blessing those nasty little black men.
At last a stretcher and a suitable vehicle arrived, and
bumped me over what seemed to be a mountaingoat track to
Brastagi. There I was given a plasma transfusion, but was
refused a drink. Drinking was dangerous if my lungs had been
affected.
THE END OF THE JOURNEY
At 4 p.m. we set off in a convoy of armoured cars, lorries
and jeeps for Medan. The Liaison Officer and myself, with a
Dutch doctor, were in one ambulance; the American was in
another. The Liaison Officer had five flesh
wounds—shoulder,
thigh, shin and wrist (twice). In order to avoid causing us
pain by jolting over the bad roads, we went very slowly; and
it was not until 8.30 p.m., two hours after nightfall, that we
arrived at the hospital in Medan. Sixtyfour kilometres in
four and a half hours !
There was a large crowd to meet us at the hospital, con
spicuous amongst whom was the British Consul. At last I
expected to be able to sleep. But, no ! First Xrays were
taken of my back and foot. Then I had more plasma
transfusion. Finally, I was to have been operated on that
night, but that was postponed. And so it was not until
10.30 p.m. that I was put to bed, given a shot of morphia, and
allowed to sleep. Still without a drink !
" Little man you've had a busy day ! "

9

*

#

*

I was operated on at eight the following morning. My
injuries were : Two bullets in the back with two ribs broken.
The bullets were probably dumdum and the penetration was
not very deep. The lungs were not affected. The bullet in the
foot broke the first metatarsal bone and then also spread. A
ricochet made a flesh wound on the back of my head.
The White Jeep was badly knocked about. There were
six bullet holesin the back of the driver's seat. Within one
month the Dutch had repaired it, and it was on the road again.
So was I, though hampered by a plaster cast.
Traces of the guerrillas were found the day after the
attack. There had been at least eight of them.

f

SUBSCRIPTIONS
B/O. = Banker's Order.
£ s.
B/O = Paid by Banker's Order.
Lt.Col. W. M. Knatchbull. B/O
4
Maj. D. C. J. Manners. B/O
4
Brig. S.'F. Saville. B/O
4
Maj. M. R. Read, M.C. B/O
4
Capt. R. J. C. Kenny (2 years)
18
M. R. Audsley
1
Cpl. Bricknell
5
B. Stokes
5
Chatham Branch, P. & P. Association ..
16
W. Ladell
5
B. Smith
5
P.R.I., 4 R.W.K
13
F. Barrett
5
J. Pollard
5
H. A. Moseling
5
Maj. E. C. Dunmall
9
W. Dadd, M.C
1
J. Sheppard
5
C. Hendrick, M.B.E
5
F. Bird
5
Lt.Col. J. T. WykehamFiennes. B/O. . .
9
P.R.I., 1/R.W.K. (Aug. and Sept.)
6 5
L. W. Dawson (6 copies)
2
Chatham Branch (Sept.) 
8
P.R.I., Depot, R.W.K. (July to Sept.)
7
P.R.I., 4/R.W.K. (Sept.)
4
Capt. N. O. DurdantHollamby
9
Capt. R. Maltby, M.C
9
L. G. Eves
5
H. Uzzel
5
Maj. C. W. Bruce (2 years)
18
E. W. Linden
5

d.
6
6
6
6
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
9
0
0
0
0
3
0
0
0
0
0
6
0
6
7
0
0
0
0
0
0
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TRENCH WARFARE AND REST
Apart from the danger to life and limb to which troops
in trenches were constantly exposed, perhaps the next greatest
deterrent to comfort was loss of sleep and rest, and though in
many trench systems dugouts had been devised, it was next
to impossible to enjoy undisturbed rest during the short spells
off sentry duty.
The continual noise of shell and rifle fire, coupled with
occasional bursts from machine guns, were ail against this
indulgence. Dugouts, too, were not the dernier cri in com
fort, for besides many being waterlogged, nearly every one was
rat infested, so that many ingenious devices had to be con
trived to prevent unconsumed rations falling into the mawj
of these marauders.
It can, therefore, be easily imagined with what relief a short
spell behind the lines was welcomed by all concerned. During
such periods it was possible to indulge in a warm shower bath,
a clean change of underlinen, and, best of all, a few nights of
real rest and sleep in hutted camps with no worry of sentry
duty to spoil the illusion. Daylight hours were used to remove
all trace of the trenches from clothing and equipment, and at
the end of the rest period, when the men paraded for further
duty in trenches, It would not be easy to visualise these as
the same mudbegrimed men who had left the trenches only
a week before.
Now to the few details behind the lines who were not
called upon for duty in trenches, probably most of them did
enjoy long runs of nights in bed, except, perhaps, the Quarter
Master's staff and transport drivers who were often engaged
far into the night drawing and delivering rations and other
necessary supplies, and I would especially stress some of the
experiences of the Regimental Q.M.S. and thereby explode a
theory expressed by sundry uninformed individuals that the
aforenamed enjoyed a cushy time.
The Q.M.S. seldom basked in the limelight as other men
did, most of his work being carried out under cover of darkness
and not infrequently occupying the whole night through, and
I now propose to shed a measure of daylight into the doings
of that much maligned animal.
The first of these experiences came my way on the day the
Battalion first contacted the German Army—22nd August, 1914,
when, after delivering supplies to the Battalion in the broad
light of afternoon at St. Ghislain, I had to return with the
empty wagons to a refilling point many miles to the rear,
load afresh and return to Battalion Headquarters. By the
time we we're ready to return darkness had fallen and our way
lay through three mining villages. In the complete darkness
which prevailed, it was not very surprising that we soon lost
the way and eventually found ourselves near a field
battery
on the left of the line. By this time most inhabitants of the
villages had retired and when we were again in the streets
complete darkness prevailed. Here and there bedroom windows
were opened and heads thrust out, but as none of our party
understood the language we could only repeat the names of
the towns, Dour and Boussu, through which we must pass.
By this means we eventually managed to get back to the right
road and soon were able to identify landmarks, and with dawn
rapidly breaking, finally
reached our rendezvous in the town
of Hornu, where Battalion Headquarters was situated, at
about 5 a.m.
Billets had been prepared in some farm buildings, with
plenty of clean straw, but it was in vain that I tried to snatch
some sleep to make up the night's loss and eventually had to
abandon the effort. My messmates, the Armourer, Shoemaker
and Transport Sergeants, had arranged with the farmer's wife
to roast a joint of mutton, with baked potatoes, to be ready
by one o'clock, and we eagerly anticipated this promising
banquet on that Sunday, 23rd August, 1914.
But that repast was not to be mine, for at about noon
German shells began to fall in the field where the transport
wagons were parked. Very soon instructions came through
that all supply wagons were to report immediately at Brigade
Headquarters, so off we set without food of any kind, and that
was how and when my party began the historical retreat from
Mons.
We were destined not to meet the Battalion for upwards
of 48 hours on the eve of the Le Cateau battle. Rations were
loaded at Reumont on 25th and issued the same evening to
the Battalion encamped, when we settled down in the hope of
snatching some rest, but at about midnight we were routed out
and ordered to resume the retreat, joining with the rest of the
Divisional Supply wagons.
(Concluded on page 214)
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REGIMENTAL MUSEUM

CHRISTMAS CARD

Presented by Mrs. Crouch, widow of the late Maj. J.
Crouch :
Brassard in blue velvet, inscribed in gold, " Eccles Cup,
1885."
(Ed.—The Eccles Challenge Cup is now in the Sgts*. Mess
of the 1st Bn. in Shorncliffe.)
In " The Queen's Own Gazette," of September, 1885, under
" Rifle Meeting, 1885," appears the following : " The Eccles
Challenge Cup, presented by Lt. Eccles (late of the Regt.), was
first shot for. This competition was open to all ranks of the
Bn. Distance : 200. 500 and 600 yards, 7 shots at each
distance.
" If won two successive years by the same individual to be
the property of the winner.
" There were a great number of competitors for this event,
and ArmourerSergeant Hadkiss, who held the cup, did his best
to win it again this year. But ColourSergeant Crouch, with
a score of 82, managed to beat him. and is now the happy
possessor for a year of the Eccles Cup and Badge. We can
only wish him as good luck next year, and hope that he will
shoot as well for it as he did this year, and thus make the
Cup his own property."
©

*

*

*

Presented by Capt. N. O. DurdantHollamby:
1. Japanese Bayonet, which was captured in Burma by
the 71st (Somali) Bn., K.A.R.
2. German Naval epaulette, taken by the Somaliland
Camel Corps from a German Officer off a Submarine
which scuttled itself after bombing by Ri.A.F., > at
Bender Beila, Somalia (formerly Italian Somaliland).
This submarine was commanded by the Officer who was
later sentenced to death by the War Crimes Commission for
machinegunning survivors in the sea.
*

*

*

*

The Regimental Museum has acquired an interesting
exhibit in the form of a metal bed plate from the British
Legion Representative in Brussels.
The plate was found near Mons and appears to have been
in a fire.
It bears the inscription " No. 6393, A. Bennett."
It is of the type which used to be placed over the taedcot
of each soldier in a barrack room.
If anyone can give information as to the location of A.
Bennett, he is requested to inform the Editor.

BALANCES DUE TO ESTATES OF
DECEASED OFFICERS AND SOLDIERS
(Reprinted from " The London Gazette," dated 30th Sept., 1949)

Reproduced above is a photograph of the Army Boxing
Shield which was recently won by the 1st Battalion.
This photograph appears in the Christmas Card referred
to in the Editorial.

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & DEATHS
BIRTH

DUNCAN.—On October 18th, 1949, at Old Court, Ealing, W.5,
to Ann Rosemary (nee Backhouse), wife of Maj. C. S. A.
Duncan, late 4th Bn., the gift of a son—Philip Andrew
Anson.
MARRIAGE

In pursuance of The Regimental Debts Act, 1893, notice
is hereby given that there is available for distribution amongst
the nextofkin, or others entitled the sum of money set
opposite to the name of each of the deceased Officers and
Soldiers named in the lists which are published with this
notice in the London Gazette.
Applications from persons supposing themselves entitled
as nextofkin should be addressed by letter to " The Under
Secretary of State, War Office, Whitehall, London, S.W.I," and
marked outside " Effects."
G. W. Turner.
War Office,
29th September, 1949.
Fynney, B„ Pte., R.W. Kent Regt
£ 9/ 6/10
Vincent, C., Pte. R.W. Kent Regt
£35/14/ 9
Fitzgerald. J., Cpl. R.W. Kent Regt
£61/18/ 6

HENNING—PHILLIPS—On October 11th, 1949, quietly in
Chester, Capt. Peter Henning, The Queen's Own Royal West
Kent Regiment, to Mrs. Sheila Phillips, of Chester.
DEATHS

PRICE.—On October 20th, 1949, suddenly in London, Brig.
Gen. Thomas Rose Caradoc Price, C.M.G., D.S.O.
ESPLIN.—On 22nd October, 1949, at Maidstone, Mrs. E. M.
Esplin, widow of the late Pte. (Nobby) Esplin.
REEVES.—Mr. G. W. J. Reeves, late No. 6348066, 6th Bn., The
Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, at Cane Hill
Hospital, Coulsdon, Surrey, on 2nd November, 1949.
We offer sincere sympathy to the relatives of the deceased.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Son : " Dad, why was Adam made first ? "
Father : " To give him a chance to say a word or two,
I suppose."
©

*

*

»

*

Naval Lieut, (roaring at steward) : " Who told you to put
those flowers on the table ? "
Steward : " The Captain, sir."
Naval Lieut.; " Pretty, aren't they ? "

To ensure that your copy reaches you safely, please
notify any change of address to the Editor:—
" The Q. O. G.,"
The Barracks,
Maidstone, Kent.
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News

from

ist BATTALION
Autumn has so far
changed little of life at
Shorncliffe.
Shirtsleeve
order is gradually being
discarded and the summer
sports have given place to
football, r u g g e r a n d
hockey. The men of E
Coy. are doubtless aware
of the change of season,
when they undergo their
more advanced training
and spend some of the
colder nights in the open.
Some of the Officers have
had a little shooting. The
beaches at Sandgate are
deserted and the National
Hunt season is well under
way.
Regimental Weekends
are becoming quite a cus
tom of the service.
On
these occasions, Sir John
Moore Plain takes on the
appearance of Richmond
Park with six or seven
football games being played
at the same time. Sir
John, if he were to return,
would scarcely find space to execute his new manoeuvres for
highly trained infantry. As it is, his statue looks down tolerantly
on us, and if the observant sometimes remark that his right
foot is drawn back as if to pass the ball, what of that ?
Officers, Warrant Officers and N.C.O.s of the 4th Bn. visited
us on Saturday and Sunday, 8th and 9th October, and were
entertained before they took part in their Rifle Meeting at
Hythe. These unofficial reunions are usually as profitable as
the more highly organized kind. So it was this time. The
somewhat parochial social scene is all the better for enlivenment
of this type.
ASSOCIATION FOOTBALL

The Bn. football team has so far played 8 matches, win
ning 7 of them and scoring 39 goals to 19.
They have got through the First Round of the Army Cup
by winning, 4—2, against the 10th Trg. Regt., R.E. The match
was played at home. The Second Round is being played on
Thursday, 27th October, at Chatham, against the School of
Military Engineering. In the next edition of " The Q.O.G."
we hope to be able to report that we were successful in this
match.
The Bn. team is this year taking part in the East Kent
League and has won two matches and unluckily lost one,
the score being 7—6, after having a 4—0 lead at half time.
Whilst in the Bn. we have had two Regimental Weekends
and on both Sunday afternoons we have had an InterCoy. and
Pin. Konckout Competition. On each occasion the InterCoy.
Competition was won by the 3 C.I.C., with A Coy. runnersup
on the first and C Coy. on the second occasion.
The Pin. winners were: —
Winners : D 15
Runners-up.: B 7; and on the second Weekend:
Winners : B 8
Runners-up : B 5.
H.Q. Coy. has two teams and Cpls'. Club one in the
Garrison Midweek League. All are doing well and there was
plenty of friction and excitement when H.Q. Coy. Y team beat
the Cpls'. Club.

Battalions :
HOCKEY

Our prospects for this season's hockey appear to be good
at the moment, and we have a strong Bn. XI, which up to
date has played five matches, and won them all In a con
vincing manner.
Of the old hands in the present XI we have O.R.Q.M.S.
Catt, still at centre half and as active as ever; C.S.M. Swanson
at left back; Sgt. Wilkins at left half; Sgt. Smith and L/Cpl.
Healey, taking turns at left wing.
We have " made" a very useful right back out of Pte.
Nye, who we are afraid of losing to O.C.T.U. about the end
of November.
2/Lt. Beale has come in at right half, and since he is on
the Permanent Cadre, we hope to keep him.
Lt. Clarke has given up rugger in favour of hockey, and
is a very fast and most useful right wing. Unfortunately we
know we will lose his services in December, as he is going
on the P.T. Staff to Aldershot.
2/Lt. Abell is our inside right, and as he is also on the
Permanent Cadre, we hope he will not be sent away on too
many courses.
Maj. Woodruffe has taken over centre forward, and the
arduous job of running the hockey from Maj. Thomas.
Pte. Edwards is a very forceful inside left, but again we
expect to lose him to the R.M.A., Sandhurst, by the end of
the year.
We always live in hope of new talent coming up with each
new Intake, but we still can't fill the empty spaces when they
occur with such " oldtimers " as Lt. Lumley, R.Q.M.S. Grubb,
Sgt. Simpson, Cpl. Waters, Cpl. Adlam and the Wilson twins.
No dates have yet been received for the Army Cup matches,
but the sooner they come the better chances we should have
of getting through to the final.
BASKETBALL

The Bn. won the District Championships for the second
year in succession, beating the Intelligence Corps Depot, 41—23,
in the Command Gymnasium, Shorncliffe, on 7th September.
In three matches they scored 173 points and had 45 scored
against them.
On 21st September they were beaten by a very strong
Brigade of Guards team, 29—48. in the Command Champion
ships at the Guards' Depot, Caterham, but beat the 1st Bn.,
Essex Regt., 34—21, to become Runnersup.
The following Dlayed for the Bn.; Lt. Clarke, Lt. Eliwood,
2/Lt. Abell. D/M. Watts, S.I. Garner, Sgt. Taylor, Cpl. Dixon,
Cpl. Wood, Cpl. Turner, Cpl. Fuller, L/Cpl. Rogers, Pte.
Wallen.
SAILING

NOTES

Since last month sailing has been restricted by fog and
shoals of Channel swimmers. There has, however, been con
siderable activity. " Sandfish" has been taken out of the
water and brought to dry dock in the barracks for the close
season, a task which passed an autumn afternoon very
pleasantly and, fortunately, nobody was drowned.
" Sandfish" is in quite good condition, needing only a
few minor repairs, which we hope will be done by the Pioneer
Pin. Sgt., and scraping and varnishing, which will, no doubt,
provide a pleasant pastime for defaulters. The rowing dinghy,
which takes us from the pier to " Sandfish," however, is in a
sorry state and at one time was a submerged wreck, but she
has been salvaged and will, we trust, be in commission next
year.
During the winter we hope that members will assist in
the task of refitting and preparing for next season, when we
look forward to favourable winds and fair weather.
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" A " Training Company

CRICKET

As soon as the workmen descended on Napier Ground to
reassemble the sight screens, one knew that cricket was over
for 1949. This they did in the middle of September during
the match against the Stepway Stragglers. The Stragglers had
made two hundred odd at the time, but the sudden removal
of their good white background forced them to declare at
219 for 4. The Bn. made a good draw and were running on
well at the finish through a beaten field.
We can look back on an enjoyable season, during which
only two days' cricket were spoiled by rain.
RESULTS :

1
1
1
1
1

R.W.K.,
R.W.K.,
R.W.K.,
R.W.K.,
R.W.K.,

52; The Mote, 53 for 4—lost.
170 for 8; Stepway Stragglers, 219 for 4—drawn.
103; S.M.E., Chatham, 105 for 7—lost.
57; Cheriton, 48—won.
Ill; Broadstairs, 75—won.
FAMILIES' GUILD

A most successful Social was held on Tuesday, 11th
October, from 7—9.30 p.m. During the first half of the even
ing two competitions were organized, the first
a Treasure
Hunt, for which Mrs. Read and Mrs. Nichols were responsible,
was a great success. The prize, four coloured plastic eggcups,
was won by Mrs. Jones. Mrs. Grimshaw and Mrs. Pond then
held a Paper Hatmaking Competition, each competitor being
given three pins, a double sheet of newspaper, and three
minutes in which to make a hat. The competition was judged
amidst much laughter by Sgt. Cox, assisted by Bandsman
Jones. Mrs. Hore was judged the winner.
After the interval for refreshments, a company of eight
artists, headed by Miss Iris Roderick, of the Education Centre,
and including Sgt. Cox and Bandsman Jones, gave an excellent
variety entertainment, much to the enjoyment of all
those present.
Two raffles were run during the evening, for a bottle of
French perfulhe and a package of groceries. All proceeds from
the evening are to go towards the Children's Christmas Party.
In November a Bring and Buy Stall and a Jumble Stall
will be included in the evening's entertainment.

PERSONAL
We congratulate Lt. B. G. J. French on his marriage to
Miss Jean Winifred Harman, of Minster, Thanet.
*
*
*
9
Recently married also are Cpl. and Mrs. Lennox and Cpl.
and Mrs. Tidy. Congratulations to these N.C.O.s, who are of
Congratulations to Basm. and Mrs. Pearce on the birth of
their daughter—Dawn Rose.
*

*

*

v

*

Sgt. Skilton has left the Bn. to join 1 Surreys in Greece.
We wish him good fortune there.
»
«
*
s
We welcome C/Sgt. August, who has taken up duty with
D Coy.
*

»

*

*

Congratulations to Pte. Turner (H.Q. Coy.) on his recent
marriage.
©

©

©

©

And to L/Cpl. and Mrs. Greene on the birth of a son.
*
*
»
©
And double congratulations to C.S.M. and Mrs. Chapman
on the birth of twins.
We are sorry that Sgt. Leach and Cpl. Knight have had
illness in their families. We offer them our sympathy and
hopes that recovery will be quick.
»

©

©

*

We welcome 2/Lts. Bennett and Musson, amongst others,
who have joined us recently.

Subscription rates: —
Single Copies 5d., post free.
Other Ranks 5/ per annum, post free.
Officers 9 / - per annum, post free;

SPORT
During the past month we played 2 Coy. at football and
drew, 2—2; the Bn. Orderly Room and pipped them at 3—1;
and on the Sunday of the Regimental Weekend we took part
in the InterPin. Knockout and the InterCoy. Knockout
Competitions. We reached the semifinals in both these
competitions.
On the Bn. CrossCountry Run on 6th October, Pte.
AngevindeCourtenay was the "first man of the Bn. to finish
and another trainee from the Coy., Pte. Eccles, was third.
TRAINING
On 28th September we had our Coy. PassingOut Parade
and the winner of the InterPin. Competition was again 1 Pin.
Well done, 1 Pin. ! The best shot of the Coy. was Pte. Shotter,
who received a wellearned silver medal. The parade was held
in good weather and we were fortunate to have the Band and
Corps of Drums in attendance. Blue berets were worn for
the first time and they added a pleasant touch of colour to
the parade, which was watched by a good number of relatives
of men of the Coy.
After the Parade and Church Service, a tea for the Coy.
and its guests was held in the Regimental Room, which Pte.
Appleby had nicely arranged for us.
C.Q.M.S. Miller was kept very busy, supported by C.S.M.
Swanson and Cpl. Sutton, in serving tea and cakes; our thanks
to them for their assistance.

"B" Training Company
Very little seems to have happened during the past few
weeks. Maj. Read has returned (in top gear) to command the
Coy., and Capt. McMillan has departed on leave.
In the next few days a new Intake will be arriving, this,
coupled with the weather (further outlook hopeless), will, no
doubt, make life rather hectic. Fortunately the overlap is
only for one weekend and then we settle dowh to normal.
We are happy to record increases in the families of Cpls.
Pace and McClusky. They are both over the learners' stage, so
the new arrivals are worth five shillings a week each.
5 PLATOON
We are all very glad that our 10th week of training has
arrived at last.
We are in fact sorry to leave Moore Barracks, which has
become to us " a home from home," but after passingout we
are embarking on a new phase of army life and we are looking
forward to going abroad, which will prove a new experience for
the majority of us.
The Officers and N.C.O.s have worked us hard, but have
also shown every consideration for us during our short stay
here.
For our entertainment weekly dances are held in
Napier Gymnasium and there are workshops for the technically
minded.
This week's highlight is Amateur Boxing at the Command
Gym., which most of us will attend.
Training at Shorncliffe has been rather strenuous at times,
but a laugh and a joke at a companion's misfortunes made
life much easier for us.
Most of the fellows here have girl friends to rush home
to on their leave.
Pte. Soames, of The Buffs, has received seven days' leave
and has got married.
We are clubbing together to buy him a wedding present
on his return; a small example of Pin. spirit.
To conclude : the 10 weeks here have passed very quickly
indeed, and the life in the army has been far better than
we originally expected, it has been, in fact, something that we
can look back and have a good laugh at.
6 PLATOON
We have at last settled into our new life.
Training has been getting more interesting as the weeks
have passed. We are all agreed that the days we enjoy most
are those spent out of the barracks area. We have all noticed
the feeling of comradeship which has been growing fast.
The Pin. has had the lion's share of the Coy. Shields, and
although we haven't been so successful in the field of sport,
no one can say that we have not been gallant losers.
The PassingOut will be on us before you can say " Stand
at ease ! " and then for the party that we have been saving
up for !
7 PLATOON
Our prospects are brightening with the rapid approach of
the PassingOut Parade (not forgetting the party afterwards).
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We have enjoyed training with B Coy., and by now we all
know the highspots of the Camp. It is even rumoured that
some of the chaps are trying to return to the Permanent
Cadre !
Unfortunately, our Pin., Sgt., namely Sgt. Closier, will be
leaving us to take over a Pin of the new Intake.
We wish him all the best of luck in the future.
Our Pin. soccer has been of a high standard; we were
beaten by one goal in the Unit final.
Everyone is looking forward to leave, especially Pte.
Sparks (our married member), who is looking forward to going
home to his wife, instead of his cleaning every evening.
We have all enjoyed our stay here and we are now looking
forward to happy soldiering days overseas.

Weekend owing to T.A.B. inoculations, but did manage to raise
a soccer XI to fight A Coy. in the InterCoy. Knockout Com
petition. Some of our team knew some of the rules and we
only let them score once. Unfortunately, that counted. Cpl.
Kent and L/Cpl. Farley took part in the W.R.A.C./1 R.W.K.
mixed hockey match.
We have also played hockey against 2 Coy. Unfortunately,
they managed to score more than we did, but the game was
thoroughly enjoyed by our XI.
In the Bn. CrossCountry Running we have had several
people near the front, and we are looking forward to the
InterCoy. events.
Capt. Burke, Lt. Wade, Cpl. Kent and Ptes. Lloyd and
O'Regan have turned out for various activities on the rugger

8 PLATOON
Well, we are now reaching the end of our " basic " and are
looking back at some of our past events.
Our latest success was winning the InterPin. Football
Competition at the last Regimental Weekend, previously we
had reached the finals.
We have been holding our own in other fields.
When not on top in the InterPin. Competition, we have
been close second, so on the whole we are quite pleased, per
haps, too pleased, with ourselves.
And that is all for this month from the " Bees," of B Coy.

The Coy. Lines have seen a lot of activity from the car
penters and we are hoping that at least the buildings will not
fall from under OUR feet.
At last C.S.M. Whitlock has been persuaded to take a
spell of wellearned leave. We hope that he enjoys himself.
Sgt. Kent is temporarily carrying the pace stick.

"C" Training: Company
Yet another Intake has been trained and sent on its way.
The last parade was taken by Maj. Tarver, D.S.O., on Wednes
day, 12th October, when 10 Pin., commanded by 2/Lt. Lumley,
received the Cup for coming out top in the InterPlatoon Com
petition. To the Permanent Staff, these parades come round
all too quickly and once more we are starting out upon
another brief ten weeks.
This time some of the " old hands" are no longer with
us. That stalwart, Sgt. Stoner, has risen to " loftier spheres "
and may be seen, with paint pot and brush in hand, daring
all and sundry to walk beneath his ladder, all too anxious to
realise that ageold superstition. L/Cpl. Boyd, Ptes. Hinge,
Levill and Carter are four more who walk, or hope soon to
walk, the primrose paths of " civvy street." We wish them
luck in their new venture and hope to see them back from
time to time.
Sgt. Clemens has left us for service in Ceylon. He had
been with the Coy. for many months and it was with great
regret that we saw him go. We wish him and Mrs. Clemens
every happiness.
However, we are pleased to welcome two newcomers, 2/Lt.
Scouller has joined us from the O.C.S., Chester, and Cpl.
Gilham from E Coy.
Pte. Roebuck has left the warmth of the 2nd i/c.'s Office
to take over the duties of Coy. Storman. The recently enlarged
clothing store is a great improvement, and one Storeman no
longer suffers from claustrophobia.
Many of the Coy. have represented the Bn. at various
games recently. Maj. Woodruffe captains the hockey team,
while Lt. Clarke and Pte. Strover also play. Sgt. Connor, Cpl.
Norris and Pte. Arpino are our soccer experts, while Capt.
Woodman, Lt. Norton, Cpls. Tilley and Mills perform on the
rugger field.
C.S.M. Kettle continues to " pepper" the bull,
preferably when there's a strong crosswind.
Thanks to Cpl. Mills, the Coy. now has its own basket
ball pitch, a magnificent piece of " engineering," and many
games have been played in the evenings.
The Coy. team, represented entirely by recruits of 9 Pin.,
reached the finals
of the InterCoy. BasketBail Competition
during the last Regimental Weekend, only to be beaten by a
very strong H.Q. Coy. team. Nice work, 9 Pin. !
Also to reach the final was the Coy. soccer team, which,
under the captaincy of Sgt. Connor was narrowly beaten by
the 3 C.I.C.
We are now looking forward to further successes in the
field of crosscountry running.
Our next PassingOut Parade is on 15th December, so let's
hope we'll be seeing some of you exPermanent Staff back with
us again on that day.

"D" Training Company
Our small Coy. is now organized in three Pins. only. The
recruits number approximately 80. The officer strength is
high and we have welcomed and bade farewell to a large num
ber passing to and from far away places. 2/Lt. Fletcher has
deserted us on loan (remember, E Coy. !) to E Coy.
We were almost nonoperative for the last Regimental

" E " Training Co.
The most exciting event of the past month was the final
of the Bn. InterCoy: Cricket, played during the September
Regimental Weekend. Our opponents were H.Q. Coy., a very
strong side and considered to be favourites for the Shield by
the Bn. We went in first
and knocked up a very good 139,
of which Lt. Eliwood, playing in grand form, contributed 4a!
H.Q. Coy. went in and Pte. Simpson hit a splendid 82 and it
was with considerable relief that we saw his wicket fall to
Lt. Dodson. With the last man in, H.Q. Coy. was within three
runs of our score, when Cpl. Hodgkins, in the slips, made a
brilliant catch, dismissing the side for 136 runs. A most
exciting game terminating in the presentation of the Shield.
Lt. Eliwood has departed for East Africa. We wish him
success in his new appointment.
We welcome to this Coy. Lt. Chaoman, who has joined us
from Hong Kong.
Lts. Runacres and Wilson are off to Warminster on a two
months' course in the next few days.
At the time of writing we have but two Pins, on Con
tinuation training, but the Coy. is well up to strength, having
nearly 150 O.R. l's in training.
Cpl. Hodgkins and that stalwart Clerk, Fus. Deering, have
discarded their uniform for civilian life. May they prosper in
their new environment.
Pte. Stocker has been appointed Storeman and the duties
of Coy. Runner are being performed by Pte. Hindhaugh.

H.Q. Company
Much of our attention in the past month .has been
centred on preparations for the forthcoming Annual Inspection,
which is being preceded by numerous unit inspections to
ensure that we are all ready for the occasion.
The last Regimental .Weekend provided all ranks with an
opportunity of proving their mastery of the rifle and other
weapons at the Bn. Rifle Meeting, held on the 10th September.
In the Individual Open Championship our scores were insuffi
cient to merit a place among the first three, but some of the
Coy. obtained very favourable results. Our leading scorers
were Capt. Ransley (59) and Cpl. Waters (57). C/Sgt. Ingleby
secured our first prize by qualifying for the wooden spoon.
In the subsidiary competitions we fared much better.
O.R.Q.M.S. Catt figured
prominently, collecting a Pool Bull
and Floating Egg. Other winners were Sgt. Dutton, Pool Bull;
Cpl. Waters, Pool Bull and Pte. Benstead, Grenade.
Our No. 1 team just failed to reach the final of the Falling
Plate Competition, a fine effort in surviving the earlier rounds.
Maj. Pond is to be congratulated on winning the Officers'
Pistol Championship.
In the Football League the Coy. team gained an easy two
points, 10 Coy. R.A.M.C. failing to find a team. This is our
only fixture
so far, so we hope to report more successes in the
next " Gazette."
With the majority of the Bn. Boxing Team in the Coy.,
some considerable interest is being focused on their present
activities. Maj. Abrams is busy preparing the team for forth
coming meetings; Sgt. Connolly has now retired from the
active list and is Assistant Trainer.
Congratulations to L/Cpls. Boulton, Gosnell, Timms and
Turner on their recent promotions.
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M.T. Section
The next alteration to M.T. strength, which will have
come into operation by the time of going to press, will be
the most important on record since 6th April, 1949. on which
date Capt. (then Lt.) Mannering became M.T.O. Now he is
superseded by Lt. Hanlon, fresh from his Course at Borden,
Hants.
To Capt. Mannering goes every wish for a happy and suc
cessful future in West Africa, and to Lt. Hanlon a welcome and
an ambition to maintain the standard set by past stalwarts.
Members of the Section, who have been here since before
this year, now number only eight, including our one W.R.A.C.
(attached). A change of strength worthy of note for coinci
dental value is that of Pte. Hall. J. (21059135). of 122 Gp.,
being replaced (on the same vehicle) by Pte. Hall, J. (22157330),
of 260 Gp.
This Section is not, to date, conspicuous for its successes
on the football field,
and in playing three matches we have
to admit to a goal average of three and 15 against in three
matches.
Ptes. Orwin and Cox join us after associations with the
Horse Guards and R.M.P.s respectively; Ptes. Hall. Jones.
Rockliffe. Croucher and Bartholomew are direct from training
and Ptes. Iddenten and Lynn have arrived similarly after pre
liminaries in 2 Coy., etc.
Revitalised, as it were, by newcomers, it is unfortunate
that our vehicle state has slumped slightly now that three
months' accumulation of downgrade vehicles are not to be
immediately replaced under " Operation Rebuild." Soon a
small convoy of " cripples" will head towards a V.R.D., but
we look like being under strength for some little while. (Quite
honestly, we rather appreciate this means of advertising the
fact.)
September mileages led to a drop in fuel consumption
compared with June and August, thanks mainly to a routine
existence. Two breaks out to Cambridge and Norfolk will soon
provide L/Cpl. Hodge and Dvr. Clacher with a change of
scenery, however. L/Cpl. Hodge, Driving Instructor, is now
the eminent authority on the Folkestone—Ashford Road and
the Cambridge journey will be his first
without " L" plates
for some time.
In closing, we say God speed to Capt. Mannering and
" Thank you " for a much appreciated and very fair " reign."

No. 2 Training Company
Since the last contribution to " The Queen's Own Gazette "
from No. 2 Coy., many and varied changes have occurred in the
Coy.
Our Coy. Comdr., Maj. Chapman, decided to go on a well
earned spot of leave, in order to give his full attention for
a month to his chickens and geese, as a change from com
passionate. .leave cases, sick at homes, drafts moving out,
drafts moving in and drafts just drafting.
Capt. " Big Bill" Iliffe is commanding the Coy. in his
absence and constantly bumping his head on doors and ceil
ings, but nevertheless causing all sorts and manner of things
to happen.
Maj. Chapman's plan, XXYZ, was put into operation in
two phases. Phase I: Move of the entire Pay Office Staff and
debtor balances from the case, where they lived, into Block
16 N. Phase II : The entire Coy. Office Staff moved into Block
16 S. The new setup is much superior to the old and Capt.
Iliffe who actually supervised the move, removed himself into
a small office labelled in white for the benefit of all literates :
" N.C.O. i/c. Reception."
Lt. Winstanley flies from North to South Block and nack
again regularly eight times a day, the G.P.O. engineers having
failed to move his phone. We also hear vague rumours ol
tremendous reorganizations in the Pay Department, with
Post Office type counters, quills here, there and everywhere,
and private soldiers still not paying income tax.
At the time of going to the press, we welcome Capt. Myers,
M.C., who is going to take over from Capt. Iliffe. Capt. Myers
is from Officers' Cadet School, Eaton Hall, and we hope his
stay here is long and happy.
Capt. Iliffe is off on a Carrier Course, prior to going to
join The Buffs in warmer climates.
Last and by no means least, No. 2 Coy. has done it once
again, or rather, the C.S.M. has. Mrs. Chapman has presented
C.S.M. Chapman with twins. We all congratulate him and
will be proud to give him a hand with the pram up Hospital
Hill, should it ever be necessary.
Sgt. Jamieson has been conspicuous by his absence lately,
enjoying leave, but once again is firmly in the saddle directing
all and sundry.

WHO S A Y S T H A T
HORSES
ARE A F R A I D

OF

ELEPHANTS ?
P H O N E MAIDSTONE 3313

Our oldest member, Cpl. Mclnerney, has left the stores
and is enjoying 56 days' leave prior to leaving the Army, after
many, many years of long and hard service on both the
cricket and hockey fields.
No. 2 COMPANY PERSONAL POINTS
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Congratulations to the C.S.M. and Mrs. Chapman on the
birth of their twin daughters.
Congratulations to Cpl. Robinson on his long awaited
and hard earned second stripe.
We are all pleased that Cpl. Mahony has been selected
to represent the Army v. Wales at boxing.
Napier Sgts'. Mess defeated the " Globe Darts Club "
in the Mess over mild and bitter last week. Well done,
Sgt. Barton, who did the scoring.
Cpl. Epps and L/Cpl. Cardon have been enjoying some
long overdue leave.
Congratulations to Sgt. Connolly on his fine training
methods with the boxing team. He certainly gets
results.
Sgt. Skilton (exA Coy.) is at present on the shelf
impatiently awaiting his big boat to East Africa and
groundnuts.

Sergeants' Mess
The main item of the month seems to have been the
dance, held in Moore Gymnasium on the night of the 30th.
The occasion was much enjoyed by all who attended; thanks
are due to the Mess Dance Committee and the staff who
worked so hard to make the evening the resounding success
which it undoubtedly was. We were honoured by the presence
of Lt.Col. and Mrs. Martyn, whom, we hope, enjoyed the
evening. It was pleasing to see Mrs. Hardin there and we were
also glad to see that she allowed " Pop " to come as well. It
was his very last night and we hope he carried some happy
memories back to civilian life. Much to the crowd's pleasure,
liquid refreshment flowed free (not literally) and everyone
who had a glass in his or her hand enjoyed the evening. The
barmen—Steve Young and Len Horsted—performed a labour
of love and kept the said glasses filled. The dancing palled a
little due to the lack of male partners—the men preferred
to have a grip on a glass rather than a grip upon a girl.
Charlie Thurston was fully expected to give a " BeBop "
demonstration, as we know he loves this form of dancing, but
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he stated that " the outfit on the platform wasn't hot enough."
From the financial
point of view the evening was also a suc
cess, and R.S.M. Stephens (the father of the Mess) brightened
considerably every time he heard the jink of "money entering
the till. Judging by the perspiration on the " bartenders"
he should have been positively shining at the end of the even
ing. Anyway, Committee, " thanks " again.
Who is the owner of the beret with the " rather Donegal
weed look " about it ? Due, of course, to the specks of paint
and distemper all over it. It has been noticed hanging in the
cloakroom of late (from hoppicking to painting and decor
ating—quite a jump !), but it seems likely that the beretowner
will follow yet another line of business, for he tells me that
he has his barrow in a good state of repair, ready for " the "
day.
It was a pleasure to see Eddie Rocke in the Mess the
other day. With the familiar " brown " clasped firmly in his
hand he looked fit
and well and just like, his old self.
Apparently he flew home from the Middle East—obviously one
of Monty's new army. Jim Hallinan has also left after only
a short stay, he is now enjoying a " spot of wellearned,"
while awaiting a draft for West Africa. " Sid" Augund,
another " colour bloke," is getting into stride; he can be
seen at all times ambling around equipped with inventory
board and pencil and muttering : " Couldn't make a thing;
everything exact."
Who was the figure,
breathing through his teeth and in
need of his pace stick, that we saw making a storming (?)
finish to the Bn. CrossCountry Run ? More than one member
complained of stiffness the next day. If these crosscountry
runs are to continue—and we are assured that they are—
many Mess members will try to develope their wrinkles and
encourage their grey hairs (we suppose that the ladies of the
Mess will continue to take evasive action) in order to convince
those in authority that they have passed the tender age of
thirtyfive.
The marksmen of the Mess are practising diligently for
the Prince of Wales and Royal Irish Cups. We all, I am cer
tain, wish them the very best of luck and hope that they
carry home yet another txophy for the Regiment.
Although C.S.M. Chapman got a mention in the " Personal
Column," we feel sure that seeing as it was a "double event,"
the Editor will not begrudge the space if we congratulate Mrs.
Chapman and him once again. (Shouldn't he give everyone
two cigars ?)
Eddie Dumpleton was first seen behind the bar this month
(I've seen him under it many times) and we are sure that
sales will rocket enormously under " Dumpy's " and the Mess
Committee's watchful gaze, and due to hard work and unceas
ing effort the food has improved. Our praise and thanks are
increasing, too. Cups ! cups ! was the cry. Not the big
silver ones that crowds usually clamour l'or.but little, petite,
china cups that make tea drinking a pleasure and not a race
of, " Hurry, drink up, before it leaks out." Now we have them,
and thank goodness we do not have to put up with chips for
every meal. (Nearly as bad as one of Barber's.)
Now that summer is gone and autumn is upon us we put
away our bathing costumes and shirt sleeve order and look
forward to Christmas and all its festivities. May we wish now
that they go with a swing and help us all to pass our time
happily in Moore Mess.

EYES RIGHT Tor^l
If you want your Evening Wear,
Sports Wear, or in fact anything
Laundered expertly, send to the

Maidstone & District Laundry Co., Ltd
Loose Road, Maidstone.
Telephone :

Maidstone 3020
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BATTALION
Headquarters

When the Bn. returned to its various Coy. Areas at the end
of Camp in May. many members were not expecting to meet
again until the Annual Camp in 1950. However, those who
thought so had a pleasant surprise during the weekend 8th/9th
Oct., 1949, when 90 per cent, of the Bn. assembled down at Hythe
for a Bn. Rifle Meeting. Thanks to the assistance and hospi
tality we received from the 1st Bn., luck with the weather and
the efforts of our Territorials in getting away for the weekend,
a most successful Meeting was enjoyed. An account of the
Meeting follows below. We would, however, take this oppor
tunity of thanking the Colonel of the Regiment, Maj.Gen.
W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E.. for so kindly sparing, time to visit
the Bn. at Hythe on Sunday, 9th October, 1949, and presenting
the prizes.
On the 18th September, 1949, the Bn. provided a contin
gent to take part in the Tonbridge and District Battle of
Britain Rememberance Parade and Service. The contingent
was commanded by Maj. J. K. Warner, M.C.
Several Officers of the Bn. visited Hastings on 27th Sept.,
1949 at the kind invitation of the 4/5 Royal Sussex (T.A.),
where they listened to a most interesting lecture on Russia
and the Russian army by Brig. Hill, a " Cloak and Dagger"
merchant of some fame.
On 16th Oct., 1949, the Bn. football team and supporters
travelled to Gravesend to played 608 H.A.A. (M.) Regt., R.A.
(T.A.); this was the First Round of the Territorial Army Foot
ball Association Challenge Cup. The Bn. won 3—0. (An
account of the match follows.
Tire 1948/9 training year is now drawing to a close. The
Bn. is growing slowly but surely and it is worth recording
that 33 members have joined the Bn. between 1st January
and 1st October. 1949. We look forward to welcoming our
first Intake of National Servicemen in the early summer and
we hope that they will elect to become volunteers. However,
whether they elect to become volunteers, or remain National
Servicemen, they can be sure of a good welcome and interest
ing training. In addition, we feel we can now boast, thanks
to the efforts of our Commanding Officer, that the T.A. Club
at each Coy. H.Q. is as comfortable and well furnished as the
best civilian club in the local town.

Battalion Rifle Meeting, 8th9th October, 1949
" From hour to hour we ripe and ripe " says a character
in " As you like it." and when Shakespeare wrote that he
might almost have had the Bn. Rifle Meeting in mind. The
first since the war, this most successful Meeting proved we are
ripening very fast and " we like it very much."
We were honoured by a visit from the Colonel of the Regi
ment, Maj.Gen. W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E., who also kindly
consented to give away the prizes.
The Meeting, extremely well organized by Maj. J. K.
Warner. M.C. (also famed for " organizing " Officers' Clubs in
B.A.O.R., when leading a Recce. Regt. way back in 1946), was
made possible by the great hospitality and help given to us
by Lt.Col. A. Martyn and Officers and Men of the 1st Bn.,
R.W.K. We feel greatly indebted to all those in the 1st Bn.
who so kindly helped us and. in particular, we would mention
the excellent work done by the party who acted as butt
markers.
We arrived at Moore Barracks, Shorncliffe, on Satux'day,
8th October, and though shooting did not start till Sunday
morning, " hostilities " commenced in good time on Saturday
evening in the various Messes and at the All Ranks' Dance in
barracks.
Folkestone being a " home from home " to most members
of the Bn. by xxow, was given the onceover by some of our
fraternity, particularly the more well known spots. We regret
to report, however, that the " Jubilee" acted with less than
its usual fairness in pinning the blame on a certain Cpl. in
B Coy. for puttixxg the beer glasses in the piano.
The All Ranks' Dance was well attended and several well
known characters were spotted there, such as Cpl. E. Ransome,
of D Coy., and L/Cpl. G. Pace (George his buddies call him;
he has been known to be called by others), also of D Coy., and
Pte. R. C. Bamblett, of H.Q. Coy., who gave a very good rendex
ing of the " Hoki Koki."
In the Sgts'. Mess we heard that C.S.M. A. Clifton, M.M.,
was, for once, persuaded not to turn in early and, we are glad
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to say. was induced to have a little more than his usual halt
pint only. His many friends will be gratified if, perhaps, a
little surprised to hear this news.
On Sunday we left barracks promtly at 0800 hours and
were on the Range at 0825 hours.
Maj. J. D. Stocker, M.C., drew our attention to a notice
near the entrance to the Range which read :
" Danger—
Children," pointing out that one would think that, perhaps,
" Danger—Bullets " would be more appropriate. However, he
added that perhaps the children in this area were of a
peculiar ferocity and were inclined ;o bite. He suggested that
all ranks had better be warned of impending attacks. However,
no incidents were reported, and we feel that if the notice was
repainted using the ancient Frta.ch word for Infantry,
" Danger, les enfants," all should be well.
After a neat and witty explanatory talk by Maj. J. K.
Warner, M.C., we forthwith prepared ourselves to shoot, and
the first shots went down the Range at 0915 hours.
The first
practice was at five
hundred yards, with the
rifle, and the shooting was good, despite lack of practice at
that range. One case earns a mention, however, in that R.S.M.
" Faddy" Byrnne, D.C.M., was heard to remark during the
shooting : " Your sights are down. Sir; that would probably
explain your missing the target !"
The second practice was also with the rifle, and these
two practices served the double purpose of helping to select
a Bn. team to shoot for the Decentralised Competitions of
the Lord Lieutenant's Cup, the High Sheriff's Cup and the
Simpson Challenge Cup and also helping to decide the winners
in the Bn. Rifle Competition.
The Competitions were divided into four classes—Officers,
W.O.s and Sgts., Cpls. and L/Cpls. and Ptes.—and thus gave
an even chance to everybody.
These rifle practices were distinguished by some outstand
ing shooting by Maj. C. W. L. Bird, of A Coy., and Cpl. E.
Ransome, of D Coy.
A break was taken at 10.30 hours, the N.A.A.F.I. producing
an excellent tea, beer and snack bar.
The rest of the morning was spent firing L.M.G. practices,
which produced some very accurate shooting, a truly excellent
performance being put up by Maj. K. C. Meyrick and Pte.
R. C. Bamblett, of H.Q. Coy.
After lunch the Bn. teams fired
the three T.A.R.A.
Decentralised Competitions. In these competitions we were
greatly indebted to Maj. C. Tarver, D.S.O. Though he umpired
the shooting very strictly, he made absolutely certain that
everyone understood the rather complicated practices to be
carried out and his encouragement and help were of
inestimable assistance to the teams; at the butt end Lt. P. E.
Roupel kept the target hoisting running smoothly.
Whilst this was going on, Capt. A. H. Ford and Lt. J. L.
Large were running various sideshows, which were well
patronised.
On one of these, the Sten Range, some excellent scores
were " put up " the winner being Cpl. S. Mew, of H.Q. Coy., who
just pipped C.S.M. A. Hills, of Sp. Cov.
At about three o'clock Maj.Gen. W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E.,
arrived on the Range and he took a keen interest in tho
shooting.
The last practice of the day was a rifle practice of ten
rounds " rapid " and our minds flew back to the war days to
see the details, twenty men strong, firing their rifles as quickly
as they could.
We finished firing
at about a quartertofive and after tea,
the Colonel of the Regiment gave away the prizes to the
various winners.
This account would be incomplete if we did not congratu
late our hardworking mathematician, Capt. P. N. Marchant
(Chief Recorder), who, armed with slide rule and log tables,
kept a running score advertised on four blackboards outside
his tent. In addition, the Officials we sometimes forget, the
Officer i/c. Firing Point, in this case Maj. B. A. Odell, kept
the details moving smoothly throughout the day—an arduous
task well done.
And so ended our first
postwar Rifle Meeting and the
results were extremely encouraging, and it will be very inter
esting to learn the results of the Territorial Army Decentral
ised Competitions.
In conclusion, we would like to thank our own Regular
and T.A. Permanent Staff for all their hard work and great
help in connection with this competition, without which
these competitions, or indeed, the Territorial Army could not
function.

(a)

Below is a list of prize winners : —
BATTALION RIFLE COMPETITIONS BASED ON
LORD LT.'S CHALLENGE SHIELD

W.O.s/Sgts.
Officers.
Sgt. T. Shapland )
Maj. C. W. L. Bird
Sgt. C. Cheeseman )
Lt. J. Bobby
Sgt. K. Watson
Maj. K. C. Meyrick
Privates.
Cpls./L/Cpls.
Pte. A. Taylor
1. Cpl. E. Ransome
P'te. J. Mo'tt
2. Cpl. W. Styles
Pte. A. Bailey
3. Cpl. P. Everett
(b) BATTALION L.M.G. COMPETITION
Officers.
W.O.s/Sgts.
1. Maj. K. C. Meyrick
Sgt. A. Winch
2. Maj. C. W. L. Bird
C/Sgt. W. Stoot
3. Lt. E. J. W. Gibson
O.R.Q.M.S. J. C. Breadon
Cpls./L/Cpls.
Privates.
1. Cpl. P. Everett
Pte. R. Bamblett
2. Cpl. E. Ransome
Pte. G. Tchemian
3. L/Cpl. H. Towner
Pte. W. Vallins
(c) BATTALION RIFLE COMPETITION (RAPID)
W.O.s/Sgts.
Officers.
C.S.M. D. Well's
1. Maj. C. W. L. Bird
Sgt. C. Cheeseman)
2. Lt. E. J. N. Gibson
C/Sgt. W. Stoot )
3. Lt. J .C. Jones
Privates.
Cpls./L/Cpls.
1. Cpl. P. Everett
Pte. J. Mott
Pte. W. Vallins
2. Cpl. S. Mew )
Pte. G. Tchemian
3. L/Cpl. G. Pace)
(d) BEST OFFICER, L.M.G.: Maj. E. C. Meyrick
BEST OFFICER, RIFLE : Maj. C. W. L. Bird
BEST O.R., L.M.G. : Pte. R. Bamblett
BEST O.R., RIFLE : C.S.M. D. Wells
1.
2.
3.

(e)

PERMANENT STAFF
BEST RIFLE : C.S.M. A. Wilson

2nd. C.S.M. H. Hills
R.S M. P. Byrne
2nd, Sgt. D. Baker and Sgt. R. Tillman

BEST L.M.G. :

(f)

BATTALION TEAM WHICH FIRED IN
THE TARA COMPETITION

Maj. C. W. L. Bird
Maj. K. C. Meyrick
Lt. E. J. W. Gibson
Lt. J. Bobby
O.R.Q.M.S. J. C. Breadon
C.S.M. D. Wells
Sgt. J. Jackson

Sgt.
Sgt.
Cpl.
Sgt.
Pte.
Pte.
Pte.

W. Lock
W. Maynard
E. Ransome
A. Winch
R. Bamblett
A. Taylor
J. Mott

Football
4TH BN., THE QUEEN'S OWN R.W.K. REGT.

v.
608 (M.) H.A.A. REGT., R.A./T.A.
The Bn. was drawn to play 608 (M.) H.A.A., R.A./T.A. in
the 1st Round of the T.A. Challenge Cup and the match was
played on Sunday. 16th October, at Milton Barracks, Gravesend.
Quite a number of stalwarts were present at the kickoff
to cheer the Bn. team to victory.
Conditions were far from ideal for either players or
spectators, for heavy rain had fallen earlier in the day. It
soon became evident that ball control was difficult on the
sloppy pitch, particularly in front of goal.
In "the opening stages of the game many passes went
astray as the ball skidded off the boots of the players, but
soon the two sides settled down as players adapted themselves
to the conditions.
The first threat to either goal came in ten minutes, when
the Gunners' forwards combined well in a raid and a shot
from close in went just wide of the left upright, with our
defence rather at sea in the mud ! However, the lapse was
short lived and a general tightening up in the back division
was soon to pay dividends.
Tackling by Pte. R. Johnson (who worked like a Trojan),
Pte. R. G. Stanley and Sgt. K. Watson was determined, and
gradually " The Queen's Own " began to get the measure of
their opponents. Coming out of a tackle with the ball. Cpl.
P. Everett banged it well upfield and a scramble ensued some
twentyfive yards out, and the ball ran loose out to the left
wing. Maj. B. A. Odell (our Skipper) raced after it, rounded
a defender and centred for Lt. E. Gibson to give the opposing
goalkeeper no chance with an excellent header.
Play continued, with the Gunners striving hard to get on
equal terms, and a high shot was well taken by our goal
keeper, L/Cpl. E. Elliott, who was now playing with more
confidence. But " The Queen's Own " were not to be kept in
their own half for long. Pte. R. Johnson, taking a long throw
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in, found L/Cpl. H. Green, who evaded a tackle and drove the
ball into the net to make the Bn. two up. And so to hair
time with the Gunners trying hard but unable to finish off a
movement with a goal.
Soon after the commencement of the second half, rain,
which had held off for an hour, came down again to make
the ball still more slippery. The game was held up, when one
of our opponents was injured and continued for his side in
goal, where he made several good saves.
Play continued hard but clean, with occasional raids from
the Gunners who appeared to be tiring, but for the most part
pressure came from the 4th Bn., and when L/Cpl. H. Green
received a pass from Pte. R. Johnson, he made no mistake with
a shot from twenty yards out, and the ball was in the net
to make us three goals up.
The Gunners were very unfortunate to lose a man for
some minutes, when he sustained an injury in a tackle. The
Bn. were now keeping the ball in their opponents' half and
Pte. J. Jackson sent over a high shot from well out on the
right, which bounced on top of the crossbar. Several more
raids were made on the Gunners' goal, but produced no goals,
as the finshing
was poor, no doubt due in some measure to
the greasy ball.
Sgt. K. Watson, Maj. B. A. Odell and Pte. R. Johnson
tackled well and fed their forwards, and Cpl. P. Everett, who
had moved earlier from centrehalf to insideright, put in
several shots which were just wide of the mark.
The final
whistle found " The Queen's Own " trying for
that elusive fourth goal, with the Gunners still 'fighting
gamely, as Gunners always do.
And so to the next Round, when we hope the weather
will be a little kinder and the maximum number of spectators
will turn out to cheer on the Bn. team to another victory.
TEAM : —

Maj. B. A. Odell (B Coy.)
Lt. E. Gibson (D Coy.)
Sgt. K. Watson (A Coy.)
Cpl. P. Everett (D Coy.)
L/Cpl. p. Green (D Coy.)
L/Cpl. E. Elliott (H.Q. Coy.)
Pte. R .Johnson (B Coy.)
Pte. J. Wooldridge B Coy.)
Pte. R. G. Stanley (B Coy.)
Pte. R. W. Barden (H.Q. Coy.)
Pte. W. Davies (Sp. Coy.)

"H.Q." Company
This month H.Q. Coy. has had a very successful time. The
Sundays spent on the Range practising our shooting have
earned us a rich reward, and at least one member of the
Coy., who has always been a bad shot, has so improved him
self that he won a prize in the Bn. Rifle Meeting.
Talking about shooting, the outstanding shooting on the
Bren gun was carried out by Pte. Bamblett. He has not long
joined the Battalion as a T.A. Soldier, but will doubtless be
remembered by many of the 5th Bn. during the war.
During the Classification shooting he showed great
promise and at the Bn. Rifle Meeting he walked away with
the Cup for the highest score on Bren gun.
Cpl. Mew, who has lately returned from a Signal Course,
just pipped C.S.M. Hills to win the Sten gun shooting. Maj.
K. C. Meyrick won the Styles Cup for Bren gun shooting in
the Officers' Class and was placed third in the Rifle
Competition.
The Coy. is really beginning to take shape since its
resuscitation of five months ago. The Band, now in the pro
cess of reforming under O.R.Q.M.S. Breaden, M.B.E., is going
forward by leaps and bounds and we feel it won't be long
before the Bn. will be maxching luhind them to the Regi
mental March.
Training for the Coy. as a whole has been concentrated
on " I" work, under Lt. CalverJones, and Signal work, under
Cpl. Mew. Great interest in both these aspects of training
has been shown by the Coy.
The social side has not been neglected. We have obtained
a club licence for our canteen and hope to enrol, as members,
as many exmembers of the Regiment as we can, and we have
been very successful so far. (All interested, please write to
O.C., H.Q. Coy., The Drill Hall, Avebury Avenue, Tonbridge.)
The first of a series of winter dances, which proved a great
success, has already been held (dancing to the music of Tom
Berry, who may be remembered by many exmembers and
members of the Bn.) at Avebury Avenue.
Finally, we would pay tribute to the excellent work of
our much esteemed P.S.I., Sgt. Bucknell, M.M., whose hard
work, cheerful demeanour and long suffering character, is
such a help and encouragement to us all.
K.C.M.
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How quickly the months go by ! Thisone has been quite
an eventful one, inasmuch as the Coy. had " A Reunion " at
Hythe, when it was good to see so many on parade, or perhaps
they were after the prizes.
Maj. C. W. L. Bird proved once again that he is the most
consistent Officer Rifle shot in the Bn. by carrying off the
Officers' Rifle Challenge Cup; we hope to have it filled
one
night, Sir !
C.S.M. Wells, M.M., Sgt. Jackson and Pte. Taylor were
picked for the team firing
in the Lord Lieutenant's Challenge
Shield. C.S.M. Wells won the Cup for the Other Ranks' Shoot.
Pte. Taylor and Pte. Gibbons came 1st and 4th respectively
in the Ptes'. Shoot.
As usual, the Coy. made its rendezvous at the "King's
Arms" in Folkestone; the Sgt.Maj. and Pte. Taylor were first
to the bar, but it was only drinks they were after ? !
Pte. Kedra started off on the M.T. Course at Shorncliffe,
but finished on an Advanced Infantry Course. They must
have thought you would be safer with a Bren gun than a
15cwt. truck, Kedra; never mind, the C.S.M. is always willing
to give you instruction, but not on the Coy. truck !
Bob Cleggett was seen in the town, the other day on his
latest purchase, a motor cycle; he can now spend another five
minutes in the Mess. It seems to go better on brown ale than
Pool petrol !
Talking of petrol, what was that we heard in Stone Street
one Thursday evening ? Some say it sounded like a tractor
salesman with his tractor running on white spirit, at 2/
a nip ! !
The winter nights are nearly here and our activities will
be confined to indoor work and the Miniature Range. We
think the C.S.M.'s object is to turn all the A.T.S. into marks
women; I wonder why everybody is so keen to be a Firing
Point Instructor when the A.T.S. are firing ?
"Sgt. Kite."

"B" Company
With the training year drawing rapidly, if not quietly, to
an end. little news is available from " Busy Bee " this month.
By far the most interesting event was the Bn. Shoot, at
which we had an enjoyable, if not successful trial of strength
and ability with the rest of the Bn.
Our first
two dances following the close season, have, we
hope, reawakened the interest of the locals. We are wonder
ing, however, if we should announce it as " Grand Bar with
Dance" !
Our unbeatable darts record was shattered, when we were
well and truly beaten by Fordyce Social Club. We can't help
wondering whether any other Coy..play darts ?
The Bn. football team, led by our Coy. Comdr., gained,
on October 16th, a very worthy victory, by 3—0, in the T.A.
Competition, 1st Round. We wish the team the best of luck
in the subsequent Rounds. Note for O.R.Q.M.S. Breaden and
Bn. H.Q.: We shall expect the Bn. Band to be ready at the
final at Highbury Stadium, and for the mascot to be well
groomed. It is said that a little " bull " will go a long way.
" Busy Bee."

Support Company
This has been a very lively month for us in Sp. Coy., with
never a dull moment.
The programme opened with our Annual Classification on
Shoreham Range on Sunday, 25 th September.
At the
unearthly hour of 8.30 a.m. sleepy, dejectedlooking figures
in battle dress began converging on Bank Street Drill Hall with
not really very much enthusiasm for an outing so early on a
Sunday morning, but when the roll was eventually called
there were no absentees. The weather was very dull and we
expected rain, but it rapidly improved and we had a marvellous
day.
All ranks reached the Range in a very determined mood,
and it is my solemn duty to report here that by far the most
confident was our Carrier Officer, Capt. Marchant. He came
along sporting his new National Health Service spectacles
and stated in no uncertain terms that he would show the
assembled multitude " a thing or two." He took his rifle and
the necessary number of rounds each time his detail was called
to the firing point and by dint of very consistent shooting, he
qualified as undisputed winner—of the wooden spoon ! We
are now not quite sure if somebody should be called upon to
demand an immediate enquiry into the effective practical uses
of National Health Service spectacles, or if we must face up
to the situation and admit that Capt. Marchant is, after all,
not a very good shot with a rifle !
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Having brought off the first
leg of the Classification
double, this Officer proceeded to do his best to complete it,
but he was beaten by a short head for the wooden spoon in
the L.M.G. shoot by Sgt. Smith, who skilfully retained this
trophy, which he had won during the Officers v. Sgts. match in
August.
The rest of the Coy. shot extremely well and the O.C. was
very pleased with the results, which showed considerable
improvement on last year. The best rifle shot was Sgt.
Shapland; Lts. Bobby and Large, C.S.M. Hills, C/Sgt. Wood and
Cpl. Foster qualified as marksmen. The L.M.G. shooting was
really not quite up to the same high standard, but about half
the Coy. qualified as firstclass
shots, the best shot of the
afternoon being L/Cpl. Locke, who missed marksman by only
a very small margin.
It was a very satisfying and successful day, and every
thing went off very smoothly, and we must state here that
this was largely due to Mr. Rogers and his party of stalwarts
in the butts, who worked very hard and very efficiently for us.
Lt. CalverJones also earned our thanks for his work as
Neutral Officer.
The other big item in our programme was, of course, the
Bn. Shooting Match at Hythe. Once again we thought we
were not going to have too good weather, but it turned out
to be a really grand weekend. We were transported to Shorn
cliffe on the Saturday, and on to Hythe and back home on the
Sunday by 507 Coy., R.A.S.C. (T.A.), and were accommodated
and extremely weli looked after by 1 R.W.K.
On the whole Sp. Coy. did quite well. Lt. Bobby is to be
congratulated on shooting his way into the Bn. team and for
winning one of the cash prizes in the Officers' Class, in spite
of (or because of ?) a rather hectic previous night. Sgt.
Shapland spent a very abstemious Saturday but, unfortunately,
seemed to be off his best form and did not win the Cup we
hoped he would, taut we were very pleased to see him receive
one of the cash prizes.
We did rather better on the Sten Range, however, and
C.S.M. Hills walked off with one of the three prizes, while
Sgt. Smith took another. Sgt. Smith figured in the pro
ceedings yet again, when after the prize giving, he and C/Sgt.
Wood were presented with their T.E. medals by the Colonel
of the Regiment.
The usual routine of the Coy. has been jogging along
without undue incident. C.S.M. Hills is carrying on his Civil
Defence Course, and an Officer of the local Fire Brigade very
kindly came along one evening and gave a very interesting
talk. Individual Pin. training is still going on, and every
Tuesday evening R.S.M. Byrne is to be seen imparting his know
ledge of the Vickers gun to a squad of very Intent young men.
The dark evenings have closed in upon us and the usual
evening walks with the chilldren, etc., have come to an end,
so we must now consider all forms of indoor entertainments,
and with this in mind, recently we held a married families'
evening in the Club Room; this was attended by quite a
number of the families, also the single lads came along to
help make a go of it. The evening turned out very well and we
are looking foward to holding more of these in the coming
months.
The ladles played darts, etc., the children beat drums and
played bugles, so with our wireless and radiogram playing
dance music one could just hear a pin drop, taut only just !
Now that our wives have seen us at recreation, I hope
that they will not try to stop the hubby coming along to the
" Bloomln Drill Hall," also, we hope, they will pass on a word
about us in the bread line, when they are waiting for fish and
chips, etc., then perhaps a few more wives will request their
husbands to join our ranks. " Yes, gii'ls, we know !
NOTE :
LADDERS.—I did not think that such a simple device could
cause so many bad heads, and tempers.
One may mention the Words Civil Defence, well, we
sincerely hope that the powers that be do not include the type
of ladder in C.D. kit which has just been issued to our Drill
Hall. Please imagine two pieces, 19 rungs each and quite
heavy, and no rope and pulley attached. How does one erect
it, that is, to get the top piece hooked on to the bottom
half ? As a tryout we put ladder agin' wall and considered
whether (1) if Sgt., 17stone. "Tubby" Shapland could walk
up it, push top half up in front and then hook on—fatal, wall
bulged; (2) erect ladder on ground and lift up to its position.
Result: Much sweat, three pairs of strained wrists—out.
We have now decided to add amendment 1 to local Fire
Order : " Anyone trapped on upper floor during fire will con
tinue to put wood on to keep warm until local Fire Service
arrives with Ladders, Mark I, sensible.

THE REGIMENTAL DEPOT
October has been a very quiet month at the Depot, both
militarily and socially, but, as usual, the month has flashed
by without my having written our " Q.O.G." correspondence.
Col. Eason has been asking tenderly after it whenever he sees
me. and so for the last few days I have had to steer clear
of Regimental Headquarters. This is a pity, as they brew an
awfully goocl cup of tea.
The Mess hens have, unfortunately, been behaving in the
most infuriating manner, spending their time In sport, instead
of laying eggs. They pass the time pecking each others
feathers out and are only laying an average of threethirteenths
of an egg per day per bird. Kindly encouragement and exhor
tation for higher productivity having failed, we are now
employing sterner measures and have started slaughtering
them "pour encourager less autres." The cockerel was the first
to go.
Capt. and Mrs. Faulkner spent their leave sailing on the
Essex Rivers and thoroughly enjoyed their first
ten days.
Then, however, the weather, unfortunately, broke and they
were stormbound for three days at Burnham. After their
usual extension of leave they managed to sail across the
Thames by night and finally
arrive safely at Upnor on the
Medway.
Maj. Keenlyside has been playing a lot of what his elder
daughter calls " squashed rabbits," in preparation for the
Army Squash Championship. He is taking it pretty seriously
and may even be seen running round the back field,
com
plaining' slightly and followed by all the Depot dogs.
The Depot soccer and hockey sides have made a start to
the season and are steadily improving. On the 6th of October
we played the C.R.E.'s Staff and managed to win. This match
was a farewell one, prior to their departure to their new
quarters in Chatham. The teams and spectators were given
tea in the N.A.A.F.I. after the match. Maj. Keenlyside spoke
a few words of farewell and thanked them for all they had
done for us, and Maj. Steadmarf, R.E. replied.
We were sorry to hear from Col. White, C.R.E., that his
Staff are in only temporary accommodation in Chatham and
that they are rather uncomfortable. We hope their discom
forts may be shortlived.
We have played three soccer matches against Military
Police, Chatham, and two against 66 Squadron of 36 Army
Engineer Regt. We managed to beat the Police, but lost both
matches against the R.E.s. In the last match we played forty
five minutes each way, which seemed like half a lifetime to
some of our older and less active members: in fact Capt.
Faulkner practically fell to bits towards the end of the second
half and showed little sign of activity towards the end of the
game. Sgt. Huntington, Cpl. Pratt, Cpl. Harrison and Pte.
Thompson are the backbone of the side. They have all played
well and particularly Sgt. Huntington, who also captains the
team.
Mr. Bird, our Groundsman, was a happy man till fate
just lately dealt him a bitter blow. When the C.R.E.'s Staff
left the Barracks he managed to take over a very nice hut of
theirs as a greenhouse, to the great delight of his gardening
heart. However, a dentist then uprooted a vital tooth of his
and now, to his great sorrow, he can no longer hold his pipe
properly.
We are expecting, any day now, the local contractor to
start repainting the Barracks. It was hoped that this would
have been done in time for the Annual Reunion, but demands
were apparently too heavy. The Hospital Block, lately used
by the C.R.E., and D, E and F Block are up for demolition.
The walls of the Hospital are bulging outwards and the floors
of the other Block are already unsafe, but although derelict
and decayed, they hold many memories for members of the
Regiment, and it" will be a sad day when the buildings are
pulled down.
Col. Hedgecoe. Officer in charge of the Record Office, War
wick, paid us a visit and saw all over the Barracks. Capt.
Meeson, R.E.M.E., has been staying in the Mess while inspect
ing vehicles, ancl Mr. Humphreys is here doing any odd jobs
we can find for him. He asked if he could be posted to the
Permanent Staff, but was informed that it was at present
reserved for longterm Prisoners of War.
The model of H.M.S. Maidstone, which sailed in the
Charter Celebrations Procession, has now been given a berth
in the Barracks and will be found a home in the proposed new
museum. It is to be on show in the Gymnasium on Saturday,
the 29th of October, when the Maidstone Branch of the Past
and Present Association are entertaining other members of
the Association. We are hoping that about two hundred Past
and Present members of the Regiment will attend this social
evening.
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Winter has definitely arrived. Fires have been lit in some
of our offices and the Depot Staff have been out in strength
sweeping up innumerable leaves and unblocking countless
gutters and drains.
I must go and get warm again in the Quartermaster's
Office, so that will have to be all for this month.
SOCCER
7th October, at home, versus R.C.M.P., Chatham—won,
3—2 (Sgt. Saywell 1, Pte. Eighteen 1, Pte. Snape 1).
18th October, away, versus 66 So.dn., 36 Army Engineer
Regt.—lost, 10—1 (Pte. Snape 1).
25th October, at home, versus 66 Sqdn., 36 Army Engineer
Regt.—lost 3—0.
HOCKEY

get off (lucky fellow). C.S.M. Parsons looked in on 14th October
from London District Assembly Centre on posting. He was
away on 14 days' leave the same day: a further posting was
received before he could return, so he spent very little time in
the Depot this time.
C.S.M. Blundon, who has been at the Depot so long, began
to think that Records must have lost all trace of him, got a
sudden shock when a posting was received to despatch him
to No. 6 Travelling Wing at Cambridge. After about seven days'
packing up he was away on time. We wish him luck on his
new job and thank him for looking after the Sgts'. Mess mess
ing as a parttime job during his stay here. Sgt. Saywell has
now taken over that particular job and it is hoped that he
will be as successful as his predecessor. Sgt. Saywell has been
earmarked for the Permanent Staff, vice Sgt. Piggot, who will
be leaving us for civilian life at the end of the year.

6th October, at home, versus C.R.E.'s Staff—won, 4—0
(Sgt. Huntington 2. Cpl. Bracher 1, Pte. Snape 1).
11th October, at home, versus 66 Sqdn., 36 Army Engineer
Regt.—lost, 4—1 (Cpl. Bracher 1).

Sergeants' Mess
Social activities have been curtailed during October owing
to the Reunion and Social evening of the various Branches of
the P. and P. Association, which was held on the 29th October.
However, the Mess was able to muster a small team, which
attended the 62 Club (exmembers, 1st Bn., 193945) social
evening which was held at the Cranbourne Hotel in Leicester
Square, London, on Saturday, 8th October, '49. An excellent
evening was spent with our many wartime comrades and
towards the end of the evening the main object of our atten
dance cropped up, i.e., " Tipit." The Mess team, full of con
fidence, produced an especially prepared piece, which the whole,
company really thought was a real gold halfsovereign. After
much thought the 62 Club produced their team consisting of
Charlie Dumbrell, Joe Rose and
?
Something seemed to go wrong with our team, they
seemed rather fuddled and very argumentative among themselves
as to where the piece was laying, and in consequence, as the
excitement of the game was warming up, the Sgts., having
obtained 17 points, they lost the piece, never to recover it
again and 62 Club thus avenged the heavy defeat which they
sustained at Maidstone earlier in the year. It is hoped that
62 Club will take special care of the piece since its proper
home is the Sgts'. Mess, The Depot, Maidstone, the members of
which swear they will regain it again at our next meeting.
Short Cinema Operators' Courses, of 14 days' duration, are
now being run at the Depot and we had a full house, as
regards accommodation, when we welcomed C.S.M. Langram
(Suffolk Regt.), S/Sgt. Perkins (R.A.M.C., T.A.), Sgt. Townsend
(R. Sigs., T.A.) and Sgt. Eades (P.S.I., 8 R. Fusiliers), who were
attending a Course from 16th to 29th October, '49. This was
a very welcome change, since the permanent members had
some competition at billiards, snooker and crib. We hope they
enjoyed their stay and were sorry when the time came for them
to go. In addition, we had R.S.M. Wood, of the Royal Artillery,
with us during October, who was most entertaining in many
ways, especially with his elusive card tricks and yarns. He has
now been able to obtain accommodation nearer his place of
employment with the 297th (Kent Yeomanry) L.A.A. Regt.,
R.A., at Yeomanry House, Maidstone. No doubt he will be
calling on tbe Mess during his sojourn at Maidstone. We
shall always be pleased to see him. Towards the end of the
month, when members were doublingup in accommodation
available in the Mess, a further W.O.I, R.A.M.C., was attached.
He made himself as comfortable as he could in the old Crimea
Block during his short stay.
We were very sorry to hear that R.S.M. Baker (Medical
Man unattached) had to go to hospital, but are pleased to see
he is now back again and is to be seen loitering around Crimea
Block some days. Anyhow, we hope he is fully recovered.
Other events during the month, which members have
taken part in were, games evening, at Lenworth House, with
the Maidstone Branch, P. and P. Association, on 4th October;
a social evening, at Invicta Lines, with our neighbour Mess,
36th Army Engineer Regt. The horses did not run so well on
this occasion. On the 29th October the various Branches ol
the P. and P. Association held their Reunion and Social in the
New Gymnasium. This was an excellent show and well attended.
No doubt further details will appear under the Maidstone
Branch news for this month.
C.S.M. Dunton rejoined the fold on 27th October, from a
Civil Defence Course he had been attending at Hythe. It seems
that this was a very realistic affair, according to the many
blisters he produced on his palms as evidence. C.S.M. Blundon
should have attended, but somehow or other he managed to
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NOTICE
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE EMPLOYMENT
OF REGULAR SAILORS, SOLDIERS AND AIRMEN
The declared object of the National Association is to
recommend to employers selected men of good character and
of all qualifications and trades, and in connection with this
the Association seeks:
(a) to discover in each man his existing and potential
employment value in civil life by close enquiry into his
character, past experience (both in and out of the
Service), hobbies and family surroundings.
(b) to inspire employers with a true appreciation of the
value of these men.
(c) to provide much needed guidance to men ignorant of
the commercial and industrial world regarding the best
chance of earning a living (particularly long service men
who, by virtue of their service, often abroad, have lost
personal contacts), and to help them to solve the often
difficult problems created or intensified by domestic
responsibilities and restricted choice of residence.
It is, of course, true that the general planning for the
resettlement of the Regular rests with the Government which
is engaged through Committees of the Ministry of Labour
and National Service in implementing proposals both for
training and for negotiating vacancies in various fields
of
employment. The National Association has no desire, nor is
it qualified, to compete with the Ministry of Labour's Employ
ment Exchanges. The Association does however claim to be
in close touch, through its job finders,
with many vacancies in
fields of employment which would not normally come to the
notice of the Ministry of Labour's officials, and claims, quite
justly, to provide the special help which past experience has
proved to be needed by many exService men and particularly
by exRegulars.
In connection with the success of the Association, you may
be interested to know that of 49,845 Army personnel who
registered or reregistered in 1948, 38,652 were placed. These
figures
include nonRegulars who were entitled to the help
of the Association. The figures
for Regulars only were 11 236
registered and 11,107 placed.
The National Association "placed" 179 exR.W.K. members
during 1948.
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THE 50th REGIMENT IN NEW ZEALAND
i
A SATISFACTORY SERVICE

When I heard that I had been posted to the United
Kingdom Service Liaison Staff in New Zealand, from General
Headquarters, Far East Land Forces. Singapore. I asked my
wife to bring out with her my copy of " The History of the
50th Regiment" by Colonel A. E. Fyler, who commanded in
1880, and was a relation of the present second in command of
the 1st Battalion. I knew, of course, that the Regiment had
served in New Zealand during the war against the Maoris, but
was very vague about the operations as a whole and the
Regiment's part in them in particular. Fyler's chapter on the
New Zealand War refreshed my memory and aroused my inter
est with the result that I was contemplating carrying out some
research to see if I could discover any more of interest on the
subject, when I received a letter from the Colonel of the
Regiment urging me to do that very thing and to write up
some articles for " The Queen's Own Gazette."
I had always imagined that the Regiment's first contact
with New Zealand was when it arrived to take part in the
Maori wars in 1863. I found from Fyler, however, that this
was not the case. The Regiment was stationed in Australia
in 1834, when, to quote from Fyler: —
Two companies of the Regiment, under Capt. John
stone. embarked at Sydney for New Zealand on 30th
August, 1834, to rescue a woman and nine seamen who
had been captured by the natives, which service they
satisfactorily accomplished, and returned in November.
I was particularly intrigued' with the phrase " which ser
vice they satisfactorily accomplished " and felt that there must
have been more to the story. Accordingly I approached Major
General Sir Howard K. Kippenberger, who in addition to being
the Colonel of our allied Canterbury Regiment, is also a notable
Military Historian. He advised me to search for material in
two publications—" The New Zealand Wars and the Pioneering
Period" by James Cowan and " The New Zealand Military
Journal" of preGreat War vintage. I eventually ran these
to earth in the Army Headquarters' Library in Wellington.
It was quite a thrill to discover that the episode described
by Fyler was the first occasion on which British Soldiers had
ever landed in New Zealand. Previously, however, a small
party of Marines had been landed in 1773 from H.M.S.
" Adventure," which was accompanying Capt. Cook's ship, the
" Resolution," during his voyage of exploration in the South
Seas, and on one or two other occasions.
It transpires that a whaler called the " Harriet " was driven
ashore and wrecked near Cape Egmont on the west coast of
the North Island. The Capt., John Guard, his wife, two
children and crew were landed safely together with tents,
provisions and ten muskets and ammunition. About 200
natives, armed with guns and tomahawks, first plundered the
ship and then attacked Guard's camp, which by then had been
entrenched. After a gallant defence of some hours, during
which some forty natives were killed or wounded and eleven
of his own crew were casualties, the camp was stormed, Capt.
and Mrs. Guard and their children and the remaining seamen
being captured while the wounded were killed. After some
days Capt. Guard was allowed to leave in a boat with some
of his crew upon promising to bring back a cask of powder
and some guns. He succeeded in making his way to Sydney,
which must have been a tricky voyage across the 1,000 miles
of the stormy Tasman Sea. Here he appealed to the Governor,
Sir R. Bourke, who sent a punitive expedition to the
Taranaki coast. The expedition consisted of H.M.S. " Alligator "
(Capt. Lambert, R.N.) and the schooner " Isabella." Besides a
party of Marines, a Company of the 50th Foot (sixtyfive
strong), under Capt. Jonstone, a Peninsular veteran, was
embarked.
On 8th October, 1834, Capt. Lambert landed near Waimate
Pa on the south side of the Kapuni River with a small armed
party of sailors, the Marines and the Company of the 50th.
After sharp skirmishing the evacuated hillfort of Waimate.
which had previously been shelled by the ships, was escaladed,
the Kapuni river was crossed and the Pa Orangituapeka also
captured. On 11th October, both these fortified villages were
desroyed by burning. All the prisoners, including Mrs. Guard
and her children, were ultimately rescued and embarked In
H.M.S. " Alligator."
Other authorities, however, hint that Capt. Guard and his
party were deserving of little sympathy for the awkward
position in which they found themselves as they were well
known to he friendly with the natives, but after being wrecked,
entered into a dispute with them. Further, that Capt.

Lambert's party was negotiating for the release of the
prisoners under a flag of truce, when some of his men got out
of hand (let us hope that they did not belong to the 50th !)
and opened fire.
Be that as it may, it is clear that Fyler's
intriguing phrase had indeed been substantiated.
D.E.B.T.
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TOE APPOINTMENT OF COLONEL OF A
REGIMENT AND HONORARY COLONELS
(Reprinted from " The Lancashire Lad," by kind
permission of the Editor.)
Regiments when raised in the 16th and 17th centuries con
sisted of 16 Companies, which were divided into two groups
each of approximately 800 men. This number was considered
the maximum that could be controlled by voice in the open.
The Colonel of the Regiment drew his pay from one Com
pany of each Battalion. This Company was actually com
manded by the Colonel's Lieutenant, who later became the
Battalion Commander. Hence the term LieutenantColonel.
The Regimental Colonel's appointment was, in fact, a
sinecure, taut until about 1805, all general officers drew pay
as Regimental Colonels and it was not until the Duke of
York's i reforms between 1800 and 1805 that general officers
drew any pay as such. After this date the office became
honorary as far as pay was concerned.
The appointment of Honorary Colonel to a Regiment has
a different history. Louis XIV of France had a large number
of illegitimate children, and to provide for them at public
expense, he attached them to certain Regiments as " Colonel
en Seconde." As these Colonels were frequently in the nursery,
they did not do much time with the Regiment. These
" Colonels en Seconde" later came to be called Honorary
Colonels, though the office does not now carry pay.
This system was introduced into the British Army by
Charles II, but it never developed in the British Army as it
did in the French Army prior to the French Revolution.
This System of " Colonels en Seconde " is also the orgin
of the term " seconded," when an officer is extraregimentally
employed.
G.G.R.W.
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DUTIES OF A JUNIOR OFFICER
By TEMPORARY CAPTAIN DURTWHISTLE
(Qualifications unchanged)

An army marches on its stomach (c/. Napoleon, " From
Moscow to Waterloo "). It is much easier to walk about on a
full stomach than an empty one, therefore, in these days of
stringent economy, taxed allowances and revaluation of the
Peso, it is more than ever essential that the Junior Officer
should have a working knowledge of how to organize and
administer hens.
ARTICLE II. How TO ADMINISTER HENS
The facts stated in this article and the conclusions drawn,
are based on a year's practical experience of Military Hen Keep
ing and will. I hope, prove of value to any Junior Officer who is
suddenly detailed to be in charge of them.
Accommodation
Before purchasing the hen (or hens) it is essential to have
some accommodation already earmarked for them. A hen
needs : —
(a) A place to stand up and sleep;
(b) A place to sit down and lay;
(c) A place for exercise.
The place where you hope they will do (a) and (b) is
technically known as a Hen House, and where they do (c) is
known as a Run. Runs are all the same, varying only in size
and therefore present no difficulty. Houses, however, vary from
a brickbuilt job to an upturned bucket. I cannot recom
mend upturned buckets, as after the first night or two the
hens seem to know the form, and it is very difficult to get
the bucket over the hen. If you have ten hens, as I had.
" Lights Out " becomes a very protracted affair.
The House should contain a perch, or perches, consisting
of parallel bars firmly fixed
several feet from the ground. The
bars should not be rounded, as hens find
round bars most
unsatisfactory. On falling asleep, they lose their balance. I
used to discover my hens, even three hours after reveille, still
hanging upside down and with the part nearest the ground
lugubriously clucking. This position, apart from injuring their
dignity, is bad for laying as it pushes the egg (or ovum) to the
wrong end of the bird (or pullet).
General Idea of a Fowl, Hen or Chicken
A hen consists of a long vertical neck and a long vertical
tail kept apart by a parallel body. The body is kept off the
ground and parallel to it by two legs, which are fitted on back
to front. In others words, if you depress the hen, the knees
bend out backwards instead of forwards. It is this character
istic which makes it a bird. If you find
something in the
run whose knees bend forwards, it is not a hen, and should
be removed forthwith as being unlikely to lay any eggs.
Purchasing Poultry
Having arranged the accommodation, the next thing is to
decide what sort of hen you want and then to try and find it.
It should be noted that hens are divided into :
Nomenclature
Description
(a) Dayold Chick
....
Any hen up to a week old. Con
sist of semimobile pieces of
fluff.
(b) Chicken
Any hen whose age is known.
(c) Hen
Any hen still recognisable as
such.
(d) Cockerel
Not strictly a hen.
Usually
referred to as a roasting fowl.
The above are listed in the reverse order of their likeli
hood of laying and this naturally makes (a) the least expensive.
I cannot, however, recommend their purchase as they always
seem to have trouble in keeping alive.
It should also be noted that all poultry are divided into
several breeds whose characteristics vary considerably.
Black Minorca
A rather sinister cloakanddagger breed.
Not terribly
British and therefore not recommended.
Plymouth Rock
A good solid breed. Popular in Southern Command. Can
be had in various colours, but is generally striped.
Buffs Orpington
An excellent military hen. British to the breastbone and.
of course, one of the Home Counties Brigade Group.
Cross Breed
Not recommended.
Are uncertain, coy and hard to
please.
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Rhode Island Red
Are actually brown.
Though not awfully British, are
thoroughly recommended. Are jnclined to be noisy and to
cluck even when they have not laid an egg.
Fan-Tail
Do not be taken in by this breed. Although legally
poultry, they are actually pigeons. This lack of incentive
makes them lay terribly small eggs.
Having by now decided on the type and breed of hen, you
should proceed to the market dressed in your oldest reachyou
downs (or clothes). In theory you inspect the hens, which
are in little cages, and then bid for the right lot when it Is
put up for auction. However, in nractice, it never works out
quite like this.
First of all the noise is absolutely appalling, and so is the
crowd. Being also in their oldest reachtheirdowns they can.
and do, behave as badly as they like. Secondly, the auctioneer
proceeds at the rate of knots, and noone, least of all the
auctioneer, has the faintest idea who is bidding for what.
Thirdly, the whole thing is terribly exciting, as a result of
firstly and secondly.
When I bought the hens for the P.R.I., I finished
uo, in
just over three minutes with—
i A broken washstand;
ii Ten chickens;
iii A small black dog.
The washstand, less stand, made an excellent nestingbox
and the dog ran away before we had even reached the High
Street; so that things ended up all right except that the
P.R.I, had trouble entering the transactions in his ledger.
Object of Hen Maintenance
It is most important to know why you are keeping hens
as the daily tasks and feeding vary with the object. Hens are
normally kept for the following reasons: —
i To lay eggs;
ii To eat;
iii To provide pipecleaners.
The hens prefer to be kept for reason i, but do not seem
to mind particularly if kept for ii. The one which I kept for
ui got discouraged after a few weeks and refused to grow anv
more decent sized feathers.
General Hints
Hencraft Recognition
In order to record accurately who has laid the egg, it is
essential to be able to tell one hen from another. As all hens
look exactly alike, some artificial means is required, and
although rings and toepunches can he bought, they are
expensive and therefore not recommended. I can, however
t horoughly recommend the " office stamp method." Borrow
one rubber stamp for each hen, plus an inkpad, and stamp
their combs.
For example, my four best laying birds are called : " For
Information and Necessary Action," " Secret and Confidential,"
" O.C., A Coy " and " Pulheems." Funnily enough " P.R.I.,
2 R.W.K." has laid only one egg in eight months and "Top
Secret " has not, as far as I know, laid a single egg yet.
Feeding
If keeping hens for their eggs (see above, " Object of Hen
Maintenance ") the feeding is very important. In order to lay,
a hen has to lower its parallel body accurately into a nest!
This is not easy. Laying hens must therefore be given plenty
of grit and balancer meal.
Diseases
The following are common fowl complaints: —
(i) The common cold.—This makes them sneeze. Can
be detected by getting down behind the henhouse on
your knees. There is no cure.
(ii) Rickets.—This makes them turn a rather peculiar
shade of blue. Place the affected bird in a bucket of
cold water. Hang on clothes line to dry.
(iii) Spivosis
Unionorum.—Birds affected bv this
disease either cease to lay altogether, or lay to rule, which
comes to much the same thing. They stand about in small
groups and cluck. Talking to them is no good; violent
action is required, such as putting a dog, or if you can
borrow one, an athletic child in the run. A really active
child, suitably instructed should be able to cure ten hens
every fifteen
minutes.
(iv) Moulting.—The slightest thing may cause a hen
to lose its feathers and this is disastrous, as it is awfully
indecent and the hen stops laying. If, therefore, you are
a bit thin on top, like I am, it Is much safer to wear a hat
when in view of the hens.
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Conclusion
Always make much of your hens. Never make slighting or
rude remarks in their hearing, and remember also that it is
rude to whisper. They should be given every possible encour
agement. I found that a coloured photograph of Admiral Lord
Nelson in each nesting box, had the most amazing effect.
As my late Uncle said all the way back from Kandahar to
Kabul. " The French can walk on what they like; personally
I shall stick to my blistering feet."
D.O.F.

4

MILITARY MUSEUMS
It is felt that some confusion exists in the minds of
service personnel as to the object and functions of the various
museums of primarily Army interest which at present exist.
Appended below is a short note setting out the functions
and limitations of such museums, viz.:
(a) ROYAL UNITED SERVICES MUSEUM
This is an intrinsic part of the Royal United Service
Institution and is one of the means of attaining the object
laid down in the Institution's Royal Charter—" The Promo
tion and Advancement of the Science and Literature of the
three Services."
Limitations of space make it impossible for the Museum to
be in any way comprehensive, but it contains a unique col
lection of exhibits typifying the achievements and develop
ments of the Services from their earliest days up to the present
time.
A special feature is personal relics of famous commanders,
and awards for gallantry and distinguished services to all
ranks.
The scientific side is represented by a great range of
models, and by pictures, photographs and diagrams.
The R.U.S.I. has been appointed by the War Office to act
in loco parentis to Regimental Museums, and assists them to
obtain suitable gifts and with advice. A Standing Committee
of experts on Army Uniforms is associated with the Institution.
(b)

IMPERIAL WAR MUSEUM

This aims at being a comprehensive collection of exhibits
and relics associated with the 19141918 and the 19391945 wars.
It does not receive objects of any other period.
(c) THE TOWER OF LONDON
Previously devoted to military exhibits up to and includ
ing the Marlborough period, the Tower Museum has now been
expanded to take those relating to more recent times, up to
1914. Thus the Tower of London, in conjunction with the
Imperial War Museum, provides the essential facilities for a
fairly comprehensive Army Museum, analogous, to some extent,
to the National Maritime" Museum at Greenwich.
(d) THE ROTUNDA
This comes under the auspices of the Royal Artillery
Institution and is devoted principally to Artillery exhibits
showing the evolution of artillery weapons from the earliest
days.
(e) THE ROYAL MILITARY ACADEMY, SANDHURST, MUSEUM
This has recently been started in order to preserve objects
of interest in connection with the Army which do not readily
fall within the scope of existing establishments including
Regimental Museums (e.g., Indian Army. Cavalry and Irish
Regiments now in abeyance) and to contribute to the bringing
up of the cadet in sound military tradition.
(f) THE SCOTTISH UNITED SERVICES MUSEUM
This museum was founded in 1930 in conjunction with the
National War Memorial Committee. By means of a wide collec
tion of uniforms, headdresses, badges, colours, medals and
pictures, it aims at showing a comprehensive history of all the
Scottish Regiments.
An important feature of its work is its liaison with the
Regimental Museums of the Scottish Regiments. It Is, in fact,
a Mother Museum, giving advice and making loans of duplicate
material.
The Museum has a large library which Is available to the
Regimental Museums for reference as well as to students of
military history.
(g)

REGIMENTAL AND CORPS MUSEUMS

These normally confine their exhibits to those which have
a special connection with the Regiment or Corps concerned, or
which may be of particular territorial interest.

RUSSIAN

MEMORIES

By COL. W. WILBERFORCE, D.S.O., M.C.

When I first
visited the Crimea in 1913 I made an
unconducted tour of the battlefields of that short and terrible
campaign and tried to find someone who could tell me some
stories about it. Balaclava, Alma, Inkerman and the rest would
have been intensely interesting had I made a proper study of
the battles: but I had not.
T did, however, find
someone
whose father had fought in it as an officer and who remembered
one or two things. The winter of that year was the severest
that had been known and the Russians came as unprepared as
ourselves and suffered nearly as badly from the cold. But
the queerest thing was what I was told of the behaviour of
our men. At the occasional armistices, the Russians and the
French used to fraternise, exchanging food and drink and
generally chumming up to break the monotony until the
fighting started again. But our men, with very few exceptions
would not. To the surprise of the Russians they kept them
selves to themselves quite unlike the soldier of today. They
were probably, to use an expression of the first
German
War, thoroughly browned off.
The most interesting visit of all was to the British
cemetery near Sevastopol. Kept in perfect order under tjie
directions, I think, of the British Consul, it contained some
really striking memorials. The Guards had perhaps the most
imposing. But of the others one in particular stood out. It
was as handsome a memorial as any there and it was raised
to the memory of a corporal and some privates of (I think)
the Light Company or at any rate a Company of the 50th
Foot: and their comrades of the Company had had it put up.
Unfortunately, the names and a photograph that I took have
long since been lost.
Other memories make curious reading today. Staying at
a house near Orel, I found that my hostess, then an old lady,
was the youngest daughter of a Cossack general who, as a
young officer, had commanded a squadron of Don Cossacks
that had formed part of the Allied Army of occupation of
Paris after Waterloo. This was interesting, but when she told
me that they had been stationed in a convent of nuns because
they were the only troops that could be trusted there and
that they were there for the protection of the women I must
have shown my surprise. However, she produced documentary
evidence that convinced me. Discipline in the armies of the
Tsars was good in those days; and for that matter, despite
much that is said to the contrary, the Russian is by nature
a much gentler person than he seems.
The perpetual grouse of Russian officers of the pre1914
days was that they had become (to quote one of the many
that talked English well) "nothing but a lot of bloody school
masters." Education in the Imperial Army had started and
was a genuine thing: as far as I could make out it was con
ducted entirely by the officers and occasionally a N.C.O. who
happened to possess the qualifications. I never met an Army
schoolmaster, though they may have existed.
The Russians took their weapon training just as seriously
as we did: and the wangles to produce a decent figure of merit
showed no lack of imagination or keenness. Though discipline
was strict enough I saw some blatant coaching on the firing
point more than once and there were more loopholes for
eliminating the obvious third class shots than with us. In
fact, looking back, I am quite sure that many of the company
commanders and their colour sergeants that I knew in the
Regiment would have produced quite astonishing results under
the system.
TRENCH WARFARE AND REST (continued)—
And so the memorable retirement went on, during which
the Battalion was only occasionally contacted, though it was
not usually permitted to make an issue of the muchneeded
food. On one occasion we had got so far as to offload all the
supplies and stack them oil the flank of companies which were
drawn up in column by the roadside, taut before issue could
be made orders were given to reload and continue the retreat,
to the great disappointment of the men who were eagerly
anticipating the opportunity to break their long fast.
But at last pursuit was shaken off, and for the remaining
days of the retreat it was possible to issue rations each day.
Thus at last the long retreat ended and we were informed that
on the following day we would he returning by the way we
had come.
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THE QUEEN'S OWN
PAST & PRESENT ASSOCIATION
5th BATTALION
Members of the 5th Battalion are cordially invited to
" B " Company's Fourth Annual Reunion Dinner and Dance,
to be held on Saturday, the 10th of December. 1949. at the
" Green Man Hotel," Catford, London, S.E.6. Time : 6.30 for
7.0 dinner. Ladies invited, of course. Dress optional. Tickets
at 12/6 each, and any further information may be obtained
from Mr. L. Clarke, 62. Summerfield Street, S.E.i2.

EX " B " COMPANY, 5th BATTALION
SEPTEMBER, 1949

A goodly gathering this evening, which occupied itself
mainly with drinking and nattering, though at one time a
pokeydie set was seen arattling upon a table, and sundry cop
pers changed hands—to the tune, if we remember rightly, of
the price of a pint.
Nothing of supreme importance occurred, but the natter
ing was something terrific at times, and one corner was
occupied during part of the evening by a working party, which
was busy perforating the tickets for our December Reunion.
Due to the improvisation of our handy man. Tom Sayer, the
acquisitiveness of our Treasurer ColourBloke F.C.J., and the
elbow exercise of our Circulation Manager. Vic Vousden, the
operation was a complete success. Vic. by the way, is shortly
joining the ranks of those outside the orbit. He is contem
plating moving to St. Alban's. Our Treasurer, having taken
on certain other responsibilities connected with the Invicta
(T.A.) Club, was found, at the opening of the evening, very
busily sorting out wads of pound notes, and making funny
hieroglyphics in his little book. It was difficult to persuade
him that the drinking of beer did not come second to his
mathematical problems, in fact, he was not so persuaded, and
immediately his work was concluded in that direction, went
straight on flogging
tickets for December 10th, and detailing
the working party for perforation duties.
Among our other visitors were Grandfather Hale. Harry
Lake. Len Clarke, Len Remfry and Alec Cameron, all fresh
from their tempestuous visit to Pimlico; Albert Manvell, Danny
Percival and Tommy Tucker; Wally Batstone, Fred Lawrence,
and one of our hons., Dave Baker. One or two other stray heads
bobbed in now and again, but were so inconspicuous as to
warrant little notice.
OCTOBER, 1949

I think that even in prewar days, the T.A. Club Room
at Penge never quite looked and sounded as it did on this
our first Autumn Meeting.
It all began quite quietly, with a twosome at darts, at
which the Secretary took a bashing from young Hale, and
continued with a quick. Committee Meeting, which was. as
our meetings usually are, short and to the point. F.C.J, was
well on the warpath with tickets, which, incidentally, are
selling earlier, and quicker, than last year. Very soon our
numbers swelled, a kitty went into operation (one suggestion
put into practice !), the beer flowed,
tongues loosened, and
the reorganized Glee Party tuned up. A pokeydie school took
the field and our President, Maj. Stocker, was heard to make
sundry rude remarks about the Treasurer's luck at this
pastime. Vic didn't do so badly either.
Our guest of honour this evening was our very old friend,
Reg. Pettitt, who again travelled up from LeighonSea to see
us. despite the fact that he had no foreknowledge that there
would be anybody there that he knew. In fact, it transpired
that he knew only two or three of those present. Good show,
Reg.; see you again on the 10th !
In a side conference with Maj. J. D., it was decided that
the suggestion as to the P. and P.A. be dealt with by him.
More later if anything transpires, but it is agreed that nothing
shall happen to " B " Company's individuality.
Now, the fun really started, when Tom Sayer whipped in
a couple of drums from somewhere, and Alf Franks produced
a flute.
From then on with short intervals to look for Oswald,
there was no stopping. When Harry Lake had finished
his
attempt to split the skin, he crept off with Oswald, and
Drummer Harwood took over the sticks, and the result, coupled
with many voices raised in song, can better be imagined than
described. Sundry bursts of unexpected talent were heard, and
it is clear that we have the makings of a Glee Party par
excellence (provided the beer remains available). Smoke went
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up chimneys it. went like that and the muffin man was known
to many of us ! Had we a piano lor our Alec to juggle with,
it would have been complete, but he played a conspicuous
part in the choir.
Others present included Horace, Fred Lawrence, Dave
Baker, Leslie Satchcll, Wally Lippingwell and Len Remfry.
" Nightingale."
LONDON

BRANCH

Before I start on the activities of London Branch, I have
two announcements to make.
Firstly, I regret I have to record the death of one of our
very active members, namely. Brig.Gen. T. RosePrice, C.M.G.,
D.S.O. He died suddenly in London on October 20th, 1949. His
presence at the meetings and functions will be greatly missed.
Before he came to London Branch he was a member of Shorn
cliffe Branch. The obituary notice appears elsewhere in this
issue.
Secondly, I must say I regret the absence of any members
of London Branch from the Branch Reunion on Oct. 29th, we
were unable to muster enough to hire a coach; we all sincerely
hope a very good time was spent by all.
We held our monthly meeting on Friday, October 28th, at
our Headquarters. "The Spread Eagle." Grosvenor Road,
Pimlico, London S.W.I. We could not at this meeting record
any new members, although several members of the Regiment
had promised to turn up and join us, but, however, there are
plenty of other meetings to follow.
Our social, which takes place on Friday, November 18th.
took most of our time, but a report of this will appear in the
next issue of " The Q.O.G.," so with these few words I am
afraid I must say cheerio all members. Past and Present, for
the time being.
W. A. Cole.
DEPTFORD AND DISTRICT BRANCH
We are now recovering from the Reunion and Social, held
at Maidstone, Saturday, October 29th. We of the Deptford
and District Branch send our congratulations to all responsible
for making the evening one never to be forgotten. Special
thanks to our young artists, and may a bright and prosperous
future be theirs. It was a good sight to see the smiles as old
comrades met again. Dear old George Carter never fails to
turn up; Ginger Cox celebrating his 60th birthday: A.
Kingsmill looking for winning numbers on the floor;
Mrs.
Steel trying her luck at " Knees up. Mother Brown." Then
there was Joe Wright with his usual smiling greeting on behalf
of Chatham, and the big hearty greetings of the Gravesend
Branch. Smiles and laughter everywhere. No wonder we say
" Up the Kents " !
We cannot p.ass without a special thanks to the Officer
Commanding the Depot, the Regimental Band, R.S.M. Hayley
and M.C., whose grand efforts made this nevertobeforgotten
night. " Thank you," again and again.
Now Deptford are preparing for their final
yearly Social,
to be held at our Headquarters on Saturday December 10th,
and our invitations go out to all Branches, whose members
can make it. A very happy evening is promised.
Now a word to our sick—Mr. Palmer "(Pedler), late 2nd Bn.
Bugler; Mr. W. Walker, late 2nd Bn. We wish you a speedy
recovery and hope you will soon be home from hospital and
active with us again.
Cheerio for now.
j. w. Reed.
MAIDSTONE BRANCH
Our monthly meeting, which was well attended, took much
longer than usual owing to the discussion of the programme,
etc., for the Reunion and Social evening that was held on 29tb
October, '49. One new member was welcomed, Mr. Albert
Caplin, who served during the first war and whose father also
served in the Regiment during the S. African War. Details of
Remembrance Day Church services and the local exservicemen's
indoor games tournament were also discussed.
On the 29th October the Maidstone Branch, as hosts, wel
comed their many old comrades from Bromley, Chatham,
Deptford and Gravesend Branches, who had arranged their own
coaches, as well as many who came from far and near for the
Reunion and Social evening in the New Gymnasium at the
Barracks, which was specially prepared for the occasion with
the Regimental Silver of the Depot, backed with an excellent
model of H.M.S. " Maidstone," Submarine Depot Ship, placed
on show. It is estimated that upwards of 300 Old Comrades

/

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

216

and their wives and friends assembled to enjoy the programme
arranged, which was ably compered by Billy Robinson, assisted
by Sam Ludford and R.S.M. Hayley. of the Depot.
The evening started well on time to a selection of popular
music by radiogram, followed by light music provided by the
Regimental Band of the 1st Battalion. All tables were soon
fully occupied and seating accommodation became acute. After
about threequarters of an hour our guests were called upon
to give impromptu turns, which were very well responded to
and received. Then followed an excellent cabaret, kindly pro
vided under arrangements of Miss Anne Thorburn and her
School of Dancing. This turn was very popular. A further
halfanhour of Military music then brought the interval—
buffet refreshments—2025 minutes was allowed for this in the
programme, but with so many to cater for. this time was not
necessary. Dance music followed which included " Knees up
Mother "Brown." " Lambeth Walk," OkeyPokey " and other
popular numbers. A raffle was included in the programme, the
prizes in which were poultry, gin, port, cigarettes and two
baskets of apples. Col. W. V. Palmer then had a few words to
say to the assembly, saying how pleased he was to see so many
old comrades enjoying themselves, and reminded the company
that, in addition 'to the social evening being spent by all it
was the anniversary of the Battle of Sharqat, which took place
on 28th30th October, 1918, and is one of the Battle Honours
carried on the King's Colours of the Regiment. This particular
honour was won by the 2nd Bn. Col. Palmer then, assisted by
Mrs. Hayley, drew the lucky numbers for the raffle prizes.
Community singing followed in which" all joined in for the
last twenty minutes, when an excellent evening came to an
end by the Regimental Band striking up with the Regimental
March, " The Hundred Pipers," before they played " The King."
In addition to the Chairman of the P. and P. Association (Col.
W. V. Palmer), we were very pleased to have the company of
the following exOfficers of the Regiment : Lt.Col. A. A. Eason.
Lt.Col. A. Howe. Lt.Col. A. J. Coe, Maj. De S. H. LewisBarned,
M.C.. and the O.C. Depot, Maj. C. H. Keenlyside and Maj. B.
Pond. M.B.E., Q.M., 1st Bn.
Our thanks are due to all ranks of the Regimental Depot
who .worked hard and were fully employed on the various
little jobs that are necessary to make such a show go with
a swing. We sincerely hope that all our guests spent an enjoy
able evening and that they were able to return to their
respective homes safely.
The following Tuesday evening, 1st November, the Branch
indoor games team collected at the ExServicemen's Club in
Maidstone for the second match of the season, this was versus
the local Branch of the R.A.M.C. exservicemen. It was very
pleasing to all concerned that we assembled with a full team
and gave a really good account of ourselves by winning billiards
(Bill Ladell), snooker (Norman Dumbrell—was in great form),
cribbage (Hooky Walker assisted by Alf Waterman) and darts
(Messrs. Parrington, Hayley. Barham and Slater); the R.A.M.C.
Association winning whist and shove halfpenny. We have now
collected 2 pts. out of a possible 4 in the League Table. Our
team was ably captained by Mr. W. Hastie (nonplaying capt.).
Our next match is versus R.A.S.C. (Kent Companies), O.C.A.,
on Tuesday, 29th November, '49. when we hope to obtain
another win.
One of our members, " The Gnat." was very interested in
Capt. J. D. B. Bailey's letter from Hong Kong (published in
October Gazette) and wondered if Capt. Bailey thought of
going up " Paddy's Market," Queen's Road, Central Victoria,
where he probably would find his jewellery. When " The Gnat "
was there it was "known as a "Thieves' Market."

SHORNCLIFFE AND DISTRICT
The monthly meeting of the above Branch was held on
28th September.'and it is my great pleasure to report a highly
satisfactory increase in the number present. There were
fifteen Past members. This is a slight increase on past atten
dance. but more gratifying was the presence of no less than
fourteen Serving members. Lt.Col. Martyn and seven other
Officers, one W.O. and five Other Ranks.
Our outgoing Chairman, Lt.Col. Theobald, took the Chair
for the last time and proceeded to carry on the business for
which we were assembled.
The Accounts, Correspondence and other routine matters
having been dealt with, the meeting went on to the business
of electing a successor to Lt.Col. Theobald. Lt.Col. Martyn.
our President, having briefly outlined the difficulties which
confronted him in obtaining the consent of one of three or
four retired Senior Officers who had served with " The Queen's
Own." All were grateful for the honour that was being
bestowed on them, but for reasons beyond their control they
regretted having to decline with the exception of Lt.Col. I. R.
Lovell, who told our President that he would be very pleased
to accept the vacant Chair. The motion that Lt.Col. I. R.
Lovell be voted to be our new Chairman was passed
unanimously.
The meeting then proceeded to elect a new ViceChairman.
With due modesty I must not elaborate on this matter, for
the one chosen to fill the post was none other than the writer
of these notes. Well known to those serving with the 1st Bn.
in Calcutta and Poona. 1922 and 1926, as " Cushy," otherwise
Mr. J. Waters.
I am still at a loss to know why I should be singled out
for this distinction, hut I consider myself highly honoured.
I am sure I am expressing the wish of all members of
our Branch when I say that we heartily welcome our new
Chairman to the Branch and trust that his stay with us will
be a happy one and will see a big increase in the number
identifying'themselves with the activities of our Branch. There
is ample room for all who would like to join us in making
our Branch all that it should be.
In this matter of keeping up the spirit of service, our
President, before the meeting closed, in a few well chosen
words reminded those present, particularly the Officers, that
the fact that they had served with the Regiment should not
terminate with their leaving the Service. There was much
that could be done in keeping alive those traditions of which
we were all so proud when active members of the Regiment,
and the means of keeping alive esprit de corps available to all
by taking a lively interest in the Past and Present Association.
The meeting then terminated.
Before I close, I would like to say what happy memories
were revived when reading the September number of the
" Gazette," I saw under the Regimental Depot correspondence.
Sgts'. Mess notes, a reference to " Ivanhoe of the Grenadiers."
In the days referred to before in these notes, 1922 onwards,
the very first
thing I did on picking up the " Gazette " was
to turn to " A " Company's notes; and what humour !
Yes,
indeed, it was a joy to have served with such comrades, both
in ancl outside " The Grenadiers," and in both Battalions of
the Regiment.
" Cushy."

gmiiiiar!

!!9:!!l!B!!illB!li!lfl!lll!BII!l!B!l'llEI'j

l!B:ll!!9:l!i:Blll!B:ll!IHl!!!B'

WE WANT TO MAKE THE GAZETTE A BETTER
MAGAZINE. BUT CAN ONLY DO SO IP YOU ASSIST.
SHORNE BRANCH
We at Shorne are very proud to be affiliated to the Parent
Branch. Mr. A. Sangster, the licensee of thfe "Rose and Crown,"
has very kindly given us the use of the club room every first
Wednesday of each month.
It is hoped that everyone will
take full advantage of this chance of getting together. We
are always ready to welcome new members at these meetings.
A full report of our Reunion Supper on November 3rd
and Church Parade on Armistice Sunday will be in next
month's Gazette.
An order for a Standard for the Branch
was sent off on October 18th and it will be ready in about eight
weeks' time, the cost will be paid by the Branch funds.
We want more subscribers to The Queen's Own Gazette:
come along Shorne. let us make it 100 per cent., we can do.
and I know you will.
A. E. SWAISLAND.

YOU CAN HELP BY:—
Prompt

payment of subscriptions.

Constructive criticism.
Obtaining new subscribers.
Sending us interesting articles and Photographs
for publication.
Submitting articles and photos in suitable time
for publication by 20th of previous month.
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TE6itoriai
We extend our sympathy to Colonel Palmer in his
recent bereavement.
A donation of Fifty Pounds (£50) has been sent by
the Regiment to the Committee of the Malta War Shrine.
The Regiment was represented by proxy at the Dedi
cation Service which was carried out by His Grace the
Archbishop of Canterbury, on Friday, 2nd December.
The Shrine has been erected in St. Paul s Anglican
ProCathedral. Malta, and the name of the Regiment has
been recorded among the names of every unit ot the
Army Royal Navy, Merchant Navy and Royal Air borce
who were concerned in the defence of Malta during the
war.

REGIMENTAL CHRISTMAS CARD
A Regimental Christmas Card is available, price 7d.
each
This card bears on the front the Regimental Crest
and Christmas Greetings on the inside leaf.
A limited number of cards with a reproduction or the
Army Boxing Shield, won by the Jst Battalion, are also
available at a cost ol 3Td. each.
,
Cards may be obtained from Regimental Headquarters.
Postal Orders and Cheques should be made payable to The
Administrative Officer. Depot, The Queen's Own Royal
West Kent Regiment.
MOTOR CAR BADGE
The demand for the Regimental Car Badge has not
come up to expectations. A further 25 names are required
before an order can be placed wnh the makers. Will all
those who possess cars give the matter their consideration
and those who wish to purchase a badge let us know as
soon as possible (see next page).

THE ROPE TRICK
Many of those who served in the 1st Battalion in
Karachi, in 1937, will be interested to know that "The
Rope Trick " is to appear once more.
We understand from Lieut.Colonel C. S. Durtnell,

O.B.E., that the film is to be shown as a special interest

feature at the " Schoolboys' Own Exhibition," to be held
at the Horticultural Hall, Westminster, S.W.l, between
31st December, 1949, and 14th January, 1950. It should
be well worth a visit.
It is hoped that the exhibition of this film will pro
duce financial help which is needed by the Regiment for
its War Memorial.
Officers are again reminded of the importance of noti
fying their presenT addresses to the Editor, as we receive
a" considerable amount of correspondence for redirection.

The Editor acknowledges with thanks, receipt of the
following journals: —
The Dragon
The Globe and Laurel
The Tank
The Snapper
St. George's Gazette
The R.A.O.C. Journal
Firm
The K.S.L.T. & Herefordshire L.I. Journal
The Sapper
The R.A.S.C. Journal
The Wire
The Iron Duke
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Social and Personal

MOTOR CAR BADGE

We congratulate Col. D. E. B. Talbot, D.S.O., M.C., on
becoming the father of a son.
»

»



*

Maj. M. C. Crisford informs us that he has taken up
residence at Wadenhoe House, Wadenhoe, Peterborough.
*

©

*

©

We understand that Lt.Col. P. H. Macklin, O.B.E., is now
Recruiting Officer. Cambridge. His address is Wendens Ambo,
Saffron Walden, Essex.
-

*

*

«

Capt. W. C. D. Crumplin, who has just returned from
Nigeria, says he saw Majs. Eason and Grimshaw recently. Both
are very fit.
Returning to this country on the same plane
was Maj. E. A. Evans, who has been serving with the 5th Bn
Nigeria Regiment.
*

*

*

*

Capt. D. H. St. Croix is spending a few days in the Officers'
Mess at Maidstone. He is on sick leave from B.A.O.R. recover
ing from a broken leg, which was caused by a tree falling on
him. We wish him a speedy recovery.
*

*

©

*

Capt. B. C. Chandler, Maj. N. S. C. Elmslie, Capt. P. F.
Haynes and Capt. L. Maynard visited Headquarters during the
montn.
*

©

©

»

Lt.Col. H. D. Chaplin, who is recovering from wounds
received when he was ambushed in Indonesia, also paid us a
visit. He is convalescing nicely but still limps a little.
*

*

«

©

We all send Miss Priscilla Whitty (daughter of Brig. N. I.
Whitty, D.S.O.) our best wishes on the occasion of her marriage
to Mr. R. G. Green in Salisbury, Southern Rhodesia, on 29th
of November.
*

*

©

*

Lt.Col. c. E. P. Craven, O.B.E., informs us that he is
Lagos and sailing for the U.K. about 17th December,
1949 He mentions the names of the following who are serv
m
,
Africa : Capt. R. K. Charles, Capt. C. F. Willis
C.S.M. Nartell, C.S.M. Fullwood and Sgt. Kill.
He expects to arrive home about 10th Januarv '50 and
has expressed his intention of paying us a visit soon after

3rrivRi.

*
*
9
*
The following are extracts from a letter from Mai D H
Andrews, M.C., who is serving with British Troops, Austria : '
" My present job is O.C., Schmelz Wing, No. 2 Training
thSr^ii
™ forB.T.A" Trieste, including Americans, do
then summer Field Training here, and in the winter it's a ski
tiaimng centre
We are 5,000 feet up and Joan is the only
female here; its a great relief after the endless cocktail
paities and social engagements of Vienna.

" I did not see Micmac before he left, but I see that his
stepson is coming out here in January to ski with the R.M A
and Cranwell Cadets.
I frequently see Meaburn (spelt
correctly ?) Fry, who is the controller of the A.K.O. here.
. . . I don't know when I shall be coming home
one more trout fishing
season here."
*

of

©

a^n

congratulate CaPt
*

e

4

©

J B. Wilson on becoming the father
©

COngratyUate

Gham!?onshIperal

©

I'd likp

*

MTjs'

r°UadS
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©

and
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Keenlyside on getting

Army

*
*
9
$
We hear with regret that Capt. D. O. Faulkner will be

SS^ooTSalrSoT17' °n "eing

posted

to

P' Monckton, M.C., is now Adjutant of the 12th
(Yoiks) Parachute Regiment, T.A., and is stationed at Thorn
Banjacks  Bradfoi"d
He appears to like his new appoint
ment, and environment.
rinnr^pr,infa°^!?S+^S
?he vicinity

th,at
6

ile has a
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EMPLOYMENT
Old established firm of Stockbrokers require Office Juniors
(Male) aged 1516.
No experience required.
Progressive
situation. Fiveday week.—Apply in own handwriting in first
instance to E. G. Reeves. Spring Dale, Bells Yew Green. Sussex.

the omcet3'

9

*

We are considering the purchase of a number of Motor
Car Badges similar to the one depicted above, provided we can
get the promise of sufficient orders for them."
The Badge in silver metal is set on a background of the
Regimental colours and the remainder is in chrome plated
metal.
The cost will be approximately 26/6 each.
If you are prepared to purchase one, please inform the
Editor. " Queen's Own Gazette," The Barracks, Maidstone.
Remittances should NOT be forwarded until called for.

REGIMENTAL MUSEUM
We are deeply indebted to Mr. J. G. BaileyEverard for his
gift of a glass fronted case containing his Great Great Uncle's
West Kent Militia Officers' Full Dress Coat and Gorget, which
were worn by Col. Richard James in the Irish Rebellion. 179798.
It is in excellent condition and makes a most interesting
and historic addition to the Museum.
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OPEN LETTER TO THE Q.O.G. FROM
THE COLONEL OF THE REGIMENT

Promotions and Appointments
EXTRACTS FROM LONDON

Dear Mr. Editor,
I believe officers would be interested to know about certain
discussions I have had over the future of the silver belonging
to the Officers' Mess of the 3rd Battalion.
During the early summer Colonel Charles Hitchins and
Colonel Hancock, two of the most senior officers of the 3rd
Battalion, wrote and expressed their concern over this silver.
They felt that it should not be left lying in the local bank
at Maidstone where it was of no value to anyone.
I was in complete agreement with them on this matter
and have corresponded and discussed it with Colonel Hitchins
and the members of the 3rd Battalion Trust.
As a result it has been decided with the agreement of all
concerned that—
(a) A proportion of the silver will be loaned to the Regi
mental Depot Officers' Mess;
(b) The remainder will be housed in glass cases, suitably
inscribed, in the New Regimental Museum to be
opened at the Regimental Depot next year;
(c) Suitable insurance arrangements will be made.
This is most satisfactory in every way and I would like
to express my thanks to the officers concerned for the interest
they have taken and the suggestions they have made.
Yours,
W. P. Oliver.
»
«
*
«
»
Dear General,
This is to thank you for your letter of the 16th last
enclosing the copy of letter you are addressing to the Editor
of " The Q.O.G." regarding the 3rd Battalion Officers' Mess
Plate, with which I am quite in agreement.
I am sure all Officers of the Battalion will be more than
grateful for the great interest you have taken over this matter,
and for the happy solution you and I have arrived at for its
safekeeping in the future.
With kindest regards.
Yours very truly,
Charles F. Hitchins.

4

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
The Editor, " Q.O.G."
I had a Medical Board in London District recently and the
President was Lt.Col. J. A. C. Kidd, R.A.M.C.
He told me that he knew the 1st Battalion very well at
Bangalore and Kirkee. He has very pleasant memories of the
Battalion and mentioned Cols. Grant, Eason, Macklin,
Pulverman, Craven and Haycraft.
He is fit and well and exoects to retire soon.
I met Hillard, of the Ghurka Regt., in London the other
day.
He is learning Chinese at the School of Oriental
Languages at Bloomsbury.
Yours sincerely.
H. D. Chaplin, Lt.Col.
15. Dakin Road.
Norwich. Norfolk.
2nd December, 1949.
Dear Sir,
A coincidence which brought back many memories of
Service days occurred recently when I met Lt.Col. P. H.
Macklin, O.B.E.. in Norwich and learned that he had taken
over the Recruiting Campaign for this area.
During 1947. I was O.R. Sgt. to the then 2nd Bn.. which
Col. Macklin commanded whilst stationed at Brunswick,
Germany, and later at Crowborough.
We "now find
we are in office, but this time each with a
different task although opposite each other in one of the very
narrow streets in the city, but unfortunately I have " reverted "
to civilian status and am in the offices of Jewson and Sons
Ltd.. of Norwich, which face the Recruiting H.Q.
Should anyone, who remembers me, wish to write, I would
be hanny to reDlv.
Yours faithfully.
D. H. Laurence,
Sgt., 14858795.

GAZETTE

REGULAR ARMY
Lt.Col. H. Wood, D.S.O. (33801) retires on retired pay, 4th
November, 1949, and is granted the hon. rank of Brig.
Lt.Col. P. H. Macklin, O.B.E. (17085) retires on retired
pay. 7th November, 1949.
SHORT SERVICE COMMISSION
Capt. W. H. O'Dell (139695) relinquishes his commn. on
completion of service, 14th November, 1949, and is granted the
hon. rank of Major.
Lt. G. J. Platford (293613) to be Cant., 25th September,
1949.
Lt. J. S. Wilson (232575) to be Capt., 28th October, 1949.
NATIONAL SERVICE LIST

22106763, Cadet James Neil Maclay (406146), to be 2nd Lt.,
10th September, 1949.
EMERGENCY COMMISSION

22076757, Cadet John Alan Scouller (406123), to be 2nd
Lt., 10th September, 1949.
SHORT SERVICE COMMISSION

Lt. Maurice Francis Desmond (277392), from Emerg.
Commn., to be Lt., 1st July, 1949, with seniority 22nd May, 1943.
MEMORANDA S.S.C.
2nd Lt. David Cecil Hollands (390835), from R.W.K. Emerg.
Commn., to be 2nd Lt. in the E.R.E, List, 8th September, 1949,
with seniority 3rd July, 1948.
INTELLIGENCE CORPS S.S.C.

Lt. Kenneth Andre Loader (339143), from R.W.K. Emerg.
Commn., to be Lt. 16th March, 1949, with seniority 28th
June, 1945.
REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS
Lt. (W.S. Maj.) D. H. Mothersole (49294), having attained
the age limit of liability to recall, ceases to belong to the
Res. of Offrs.. 8th October, 1949, and is granted the hon. rank
of Lt.Col.
Lt. (W.S. Maj.) P. G. Holloway (103576). from Supp. Res.
of" Offrs., to be Maj., 2nd September, 1949. (Substituted for
the notfn. in Gazette Sup., dated 2nd September, 1949.)
Capt. (Q.M.) A. Walker, M.B.E. (221590), from Active List,
to be Capt. (Q.M.), 17th November, 1949. retaining present
seniority.
Lt. (W.S. Capt.) J. Duncan Mclnnes (193834), from Emerg.
Commn.. to be Capt., 1st January, 1949, and is granted the
hon. rank of Major.
SHORT SERVICE COMMISSION

Lt. N. O. Duidant Hollamby (261685), from Active List, to
be Lt., 18th October, 1949, retaining his present seniority and
is granted the hon. rank of Capt.

The Wireless Shop
F.

G. WHITNALL

- Stockist of the llest It:ulio
- 1*. A. Microphone and Speaker Equipment
9 Specialist in Repairs since ISiSO

16 CHERITON HIGH STREET,
FOLKESTONE
Tel. 85332
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LETTER FROM AMERICA, No. 1.
By COLONEL G. G. ELLIOTT

This is the first
of a series of letters about life on an
Army Post in the U.S.A. These letters will not be restricted
to military matters: they will include. certain aspects of
civilian life as we meet them, e.g., travel, sports, schools and
even housekeeping: in fact, something of everything for
everybody. Any opinions expressed are, of course, entirely
personal.
By way of introduction I must first
describe the Post
briefly. It is called Fort Leavenworth, and situated on a low
bluff on the west bank of the River Missouri, about 40 miles
from Kensas City. During the early part of the last century
the Fort served as an outpost against the Indians, and Leaven
worth was also the jumpingoff place for many of the west
bound caravans—in fact, the old Oregon Trail passes a few
yards from my door, and the Santa Fe Trail only a few miles
to the south. Yt is very nearly in the centre of the U.S.A. (the
exact central point being some 200 miles northwest from
here). We are therefore more than a thousand miles from
the nearest ocean.
The principal unit on this Post is the Command and
General Staff College, which is similar to the Staff College.
Camberley, with a wider scope and on a bigger scale. I shall
describe the organization and academic side of the College
in more detail later. There are, however, other activities. There
is a hospital, a large Army Disciplinary Barracks ("glass
house ") and an airfield
(and an intercommunication
squadron) and so on. In fact, it is rather like a large Shorn
cliffe or a small Aldershot, completely selfcontained, and
principally, but not entirely, devoted to the Staff College.
The standard of buildings and accommodation generally Is
excellent and, with certain exceptions, compares favourably
with our own. All the married officers on the Staff and
Faculty (instructors) have quarters, which are partially
furnished. About 75 per cent, of the married student officers
likewise have quarters, mostly " flats," also partially furnished.
There are, in fact, some 250 married quarters for Staff and
Faculty, about 380 for students, and 125 for Warrant Officers
and Sergeants, and none at present for other enlisted men.
This will at once strike you as a point of difference between
the two Armies: whereas in the British Army, as far as I
know, quarters for other ranks and officers normally have
equal priority, here officers come first. They argue that every
thing possible must be done to relieve the officers and senior
N.C.O.s of domestic troubles and inconveniences in order that
they can devote the maximum time to training or looking after
their men. They say that if an officer or N.C.O. has to spend
his time worrying about accommodation and living, he cannot
concentrate on his job. Therefore, over here perquisites and
government help are generally more liberal at the top than at
the bottom. This outlook is not resented : it is characteristic
of the whole civilian outlook. The lower paid workers all know
and hope that one day they will also become bosses : that the
men who draw the big money have mostly earned it by their
own initiative and hard work, and they therefore deserve what
they have got. This outlook is, of course, carried on into the
services. I must qualify that by saying that many people
think that this outlook is changing fast. The growth of trade
unionism, improved social benefits and consequent increasing
taxation are all beginning to have their effect over here.
The Post facilities are comprehensive.
There is a
" Sales Commissary," the equivalent of the grocery bar of the
N.A.A.F.I., run by the Quartermaster. Although there is no
rebate, prices are on the whole lower than outside. The Q.M.
also runs a clothing store for officers and men. The Post
Exchange (or " PX") is different from anything we have at
home, tho' the N.A.A.F.I. Sports Shops overseas are similar.
At the " PX " one can buy anything from cosmetics to fish
ing reels, from socks to television sets at wholesale price, plus
about 10 per cent. At one time one could order almost any
thing, except automobiles, through this agency—but this last
privilege has now been stopped and one can only buy what
they stock. The civilian merchant interests are now working
hard to reduce the activities of the " PX," as they say and
rightly, that civilian merchants are undercut. This is true,
but on the other hand it prevents local shops near military
posts raising their prices unduly: there are no fixed
prices
over here, and they vary from one town to another.
They have a " Thrift Shop," run by voluntary help. This
is a secondhand shop on the Post, where one can buy or. sell

uniforms, furniture, crockery and even cameras avid other
items. It is a great help to incoming and outgoing families.
There is a Post Nursery, run by a Sergeant and his wife.
Here, for a small hourly charge, those who have no nurses
(and very few have) can deposit their children and go out for
the day or evening as the case may be. On Saturday nights
they remain open until 1 a.m. on Sunday morning. It is very
simple: you just drop your kid, get a receipt, leave his or
her food : he or she is fed and/or put to bed : at the end
you collect the infant, and the charge is entered on your
Club (or Mess) bill. Alternatively, one engages a " baby
sitter," either from the town, or the son or daughter of a
brother officer or sergeant on the Post.
There is a Post cinema, where the latest (and even pre
view) films
are shown for a cheap ticket. Programmes are
normally changed daily but at least every two days. There
are two excellent libraries, one run by military staff mainly
for academic purposes, the other by a civilian, containing the
latest novels and periodicals. I will leave amenities now, and
return to them again in a later letter, under the heading of
" Sports and Social."
During the last part of this letter I will describe, in
general terms, the daily routine.
Reveille, summer and winter, is at 6 o'clock, at which
hour we hear (or do not hear) a gun and a bugle call. The
bugle calls incidentally are all broadcast from a loudspeaker
from a gramophone record (there is a band, but it does not
produce the bugle calls).
Work, that is to say, office work and instructional work,
starts at 8 o'clock. I must here digress for a moment on the
married officer's breakfast (unmarried officers and enlisted men,
of course, breakfast in their messes). As far as I can make
out nearly all married officers get their own breakfasts, from
generals downwards. I am not saying anything against the
American housewife, but it just happens that her day normally
starts later, and her activities, either work or play, frequently
differ from those of her husband. It seems that American
husbands are far more domesticated than are we : they will
perform such domestic duties as buying the groceries and
minding the baby far more willingly than us British husbands.
This domestic independence does not stop with husbands:
the " teenage" children have it too.
Of course, the
refrigerator, the deepfreezer and the canned foods make it
easier, but quite young children get their own meals if their
parents are out (and sometimes even when they are in). For
example, a few weeks ago we had the 18yearold son of an
American officer staying with us for a night. I came down to
breakfast (the time is immaterial) and found breakfast laid,
and the boy busily at work on the stove, preparing breakfast
for my whole family. Can the average English boy of that
age do that ? Which brings me to yet another short digression,
before we resume the day's routine : any form of labour or
domestic help is very, very expensive. This drives people to
selfsupport in the kitchen, house and nursery, and also to
mechanical gadgets, too.
Electrical washers and kitchen
mixers are not luxury : such items are economically essential
out here.
The daily grind for Staff and Faculty, having started at
8 o'clock, goes on until 5 p.m., except for one hour for lunch,
from 12 to 1 p.m., and short stops for coffee. The instructional
periods normally finish
at 3.15 on Mondays to Fridays, but
students have anything up to four hours' homework to prepare.
Lunch in the average household is, again, a light meal, and
frequently consists of a sandwich or the contents of a can
(tin).
The main meal of the day is supper at about 6 to 6.30 p.m.
This early hour (though personally we still find it difficult to
adopt) has certain advantages, apart from the obvious one of
appeasing a hunger not properly satisfied by the earlier snacks
and cups of coffee snatched during the day. The whole family,
children and all can all sit down together, or in other words,
mother (or father) only has to prepare one main meal. The
meal is finished
early. Therefore father, if he is a student,
can return to work, and everyone else can disperse at an early
hour to their various social or sporting activities, whether it
be bridge, dancing, bowling (skittles), movies, or any of the
other pastimes. (Some people, I believe, just read a book.)
Last Post is blown at 11 o'clock. This brings us to the
end of this outline day, and of this letter. In my next I will
deal with some of the activities in more detail.
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; News from
i st BATTALION
An event worthy of record
in the annals of the Home
Counties Brigade took place on
Tuesday, November 22nd. On
this occasion, His Grace the
Archbishop of Canterbury visited
Shorncliffe to dedicate the mag
nificent new organ which has
recently been installed in the
Garrison Church.
The church was crowded to
capacity, and among the con
gregation, in addition to Lt.Col.
A. Martyn (the Commanding
Officer) and other officers of the
Battalion, were Col. Palmer,
representing the Colonel of the
Regt., Col. WingfieldStratford
and Lt.Col. Kerr of
" The
Queen's Own," also. Col. Brown
(Colonel of the Middlesex Regt.),
Col. Dean (Buffs), Maj. Edlman
(Buffs) and the Chief Constable
of Kent.
The service which
included the hymns, " Onward
Christian Soldiers" and "We
love the House, O Lord, Wherein
Thine Honour dwells," was con
ducted by the Rev. R. Leadbeater, S.C.F. The Assistant
ChaplainGeneral to the Forces and several clergymen and
ministers from neighbouring parishes were also in attendance.
In his address. His Grace stressed the importance of
Christianity in our everyday lives, and urged the members
of the Battalion to make full use of the Garrison Church.
Christmas is a joyful season for young and old alike—
particularly the former, and we have ensured that the festvial
this year will be a memorable one for the children of married
ranks living in the Camp. In order to raise funds for a
bumper Chi'istmas party for them, the talent of the Battalion
was pooled in a variety entertainment on Saturday, November
12th. The Garrison Theatre was crowded for the event, and
its success may be judged by the fact that the gross proceeds
amounted to approximately £25.
Highlights of the excellent programme were a series of
entertaining sketches produced by the Companies, and a
performance by the Regimental Band, under their conductor,
Bandmaster G. Jackson, A.R.C.M.
The entertainment, however, was but one of several of
the day's features, for it was held on the Saturday of our
Regimental Weekend. During the afternoon a laiige and
enthusiastic party, consisting mainly of trainees, went by
T.C.V.s to Canterbury, where they paid a visit to the
cathedral. This popular event has now become a regular
feature of our Regimental Weekend programmes.
Sport, of course, took a prominent part in our activities,
and on both days vociferous supporters were to be seen on
the Camp's playing fields.
On Saturday afternoon the
Battalion Rugby XV was pitted against their old rivals. 1st
Bn., The Welsh Guards, by whom they were defeated by six
points to nil.
At the same time, the semifinals of the InterCoy. Foot
ball Competition were being played.
In these, H.Q. Coy.
beat 2 Coy. by the narrow margin of two goals to one, and
A Coy., in an equally exciting game, defeated D Coy. by four
goals to two.
The Bn. XI has recently had two important fixtures.
On October 27th, in the Second Round of the Army Cup
Competition, they beat 12 S.M.E. to the tune of four goals
to five.
They were less successful, however, in their other
Cup match against the R.A.S.C. Depot's team on November
8th, being defeated by six goals to four.

Battalions : |
As a result of their participation inExercise "Prudence,"
at Hythe on the weekend November 19th and 20th, many of
the Battalion's Officers are (we hope) fully conversant with
the precautions to be taken against the atomic bomb. We
don't know what they were told to do in the event of one
dropping on Shorncliffe. Perhaps (as at a lecture on incen
diary bombs during the war) they were instructed : " When
it drops, don't lose your head. Pick it up and put it in a
bucket of sand."

PERSONAL
Lt.Col. A. Martyn had the honour to perform the duties
of people's warden at the dedication of the magnificent new
organ at the Garrison Church. (Ceremony reported elsewhere
in this issue.)
*

©

V

a

Maj. A. R. Fyler has been away on a few days' wellearned
leave this month, and is to be congratulated on reaching
the quarterfinals in the Army Squash Championships during
his leave.
We extend a hearty welcome to Maj. N. T. Lennan, M.C.,
who has recently arrived from B.A.O.R. Maj. Lennan has
taken over command of E Coy.
©

»

*

©

We were very pleased to see Col. E. S. Kerr and Col. G. E.
WingfieldStratford this month. They both attended the
Dedication Service at the Garrison Church, and had lunch
with us in Moore Mess afterwards.
*

*

*

©

Capt. P. O. Myers, M.C., and Lt. M. A. J. Tugwell have
recently joined us, and have been posted to 2 Coy. and C Coy.
respectively. We extend a hearty welcome to them both.
»

#

©

*

Lt. L. A. Mannering is at present enjoying some well
earned leave and expects to go overseas very soon.
 »

»

Congratulations to 2/Lt.' R.
Regular Commissions Board.
*

«

©

©

F. Lumley on


passing

a

«

We congratulate Cpl. and Mrs. Hollam on the birth of
their son, Martin John.
*

«

»

«

Heartiest congratulations and best wishes to all the fol
lowing on their recent marriages:
Cpl. and Mrs. Morris. H.Q. Coy.
Bandsman and Mrs. Squire
Pte. and Mrs. Turner
Bandsman and Mrs. Robson.
*
*
9
*
Lts. C. S. Clarke and A. H. Pirn are attending Exercise
" Victor " as umpires in Suffolk.
*

»

©

*

Lt. J. Norton is at present on a Platoon Weapons Course
at the Small Arms School, Hythe.

Families' Guild
An extremely enjoyable and successful social evening for
wives of members of the Bn. was held on Tuesday, 8th Nov.
The first half of the evening was taken up with a Jumble
Stall and a Bring and Buy Stall; all proceeds to go towards
the Children's Xmas Party. Eightthree wives attended and
many brought most beautiful work in the form of needlework,
crochet, knitting and cooking for the Bring and Buy Stall.
Five raffles were run during the evening.
The second half of the programme consisted of Musical
Parcel, which caused much amusement, and Sing, Say or Pay.
a game which produced some very remarkable talent from
among the company.
Ten minutes of community singing
brought the evening to a close. The total sum realised for
the Children's Xmas Party was £16/2/6^—entirely due to the
generosity of all those present.
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Individual takings were as follows :—
Jumble Stall
Bring and Buy Stall
Raffle No. 1
Raffle No. 2
Raffle No. 3
Raffle No. 4
Raffle No. 5
Admittances

£ s. d.
6 5 10i
4 14 U
18 3"
1 9 3
17 6
11 9
13 10
2 3 6

Band
Hello, Readers !
Let me first
of all explain away the
absence of contributions from this quarter covering the last
couple of issues of this hallowed journal. We have been
extremely busy with band engagements, after which came a
spot (an exceptionally large spot—almost a blob) of leave.
Since I last reported several things have happened which
affected us to a greater or lesser degree (mostly the former).
Dealing with them in order of importance—to us I mean :
The inspecting body from the Royal Military College of Music
wandered in to see us. As usual we were well prepared, the
B/M.'s motto being " forewarned Is forearmed." These learned
and experienced gentlemen tested us in our varied types of
performances; military band, both concert and marching,
and dance band. This being successfully concluded, the band
library and the account books were subjected to a scrutiny,
but it would have taken more than the most distinguished
auditor in the country to detect any discrepancies, because
I do not believe there were any, hardly any, anyway; you don't
know our office staff.
There were, I understand, certain rumours circulating
around this demiparadise to the effect that the local military
musicians were inexperienced and inefficient on the rifle and
Bren. This seditious libel was soon dispelled and quieted by
the Band firing
their Range Course, under the expert eye of
our Coy. Commander, Maj. Abrams and C.S.M. Leigh, with
excellent results.
During the large spot of leave I mentioned, two of out
members became husbands. Two in question, Bdsm. " Dobbie "
Robson and Bdsm. " Sqibbs " Squire declared they entered into
marriage with their eyes open. But to see them now I doubt
their words, they are suffering from the usual complaint—
" matrimonia."
We are just getting into trim for the coming football
and hockey season, members having been seen dabbling their
shorts and shirts into pools of mud to get the professional look
about them, which I am informed is half the battle, anyway
we can hold our own at both football and hockey, more so
the latter.
<
I am sure all exmembers, and indeed anyone who has
had the pleasure of meeting B/Cpl. A. " Hendy" Henderson
will join us in congratulating him on his recent successful
audition at the Royal Military College of Music, which
designates him a potential Bandmaster. Quite a laudable
effort, don't you think ?
Most, if any, of the present day infantrymen know or
knew about the " Union of Russian 'Bus Conductors, very
bolshey."
But I wonder what they thought when they
glimpsed the Band and Drums on parade, proudly wearing
their red and blue dress hats. Perhaps it is better that we
don't know what they thought, at least we can ignore then
unknown jests. All the same, we looked quite smart, and
although that statement isn't peculiar to musicianly modesty,
well, just treat it as an obiter dictum.
Well, readers, this is all for this month, as I have to
submit this epistle to the " higher authority" for rigid
censoring before it reaches the printers, reminding that
" higher authority," as I sign off, that magna est Veritas, et

praevalebit.

Hockey Notes
Since the beginning of the hockey season the Bn. has
played eleven matches. Nine of these have been won and
two drawn. Goals for the Bn. add un to 65 and goals against
to 16.
Quite the best match to date was played against Clifton
ville H.C. at Margate, which resulted in a draw at eight goals
each.
The Bn. team played at their best and put up a very
creditable performance against a team that included in its
forward line a Scottish International and a South of England
player, who had also had an English trial, and a Kent County
player at centre half.

We were short of Pte. Strover at right back, and in the
first half, when 2/Lt. Allum was playing back, there was a
good deal of misunderstanding between him and C.S.M.
Swanson, which Undoubtedly left our defence wide open at
times—an opportunity which our opponents were quick to
take advantage of.
In the second half Pte. Nye took 2/Lt. Allum's place and
the defence settled down. Generally speaking, however, the
result was the fairest that could have been.
A new discovery in Pte. Cochrane as an inside forward
has greatly strengthened the team, and he has now come in
in the place of L/Cpl. Healey at inside left, while L/Cpl.
Healey has moved across to left wing, where he played an
excellent game.
We now go forward into the First Round of the Army Cup
against 36 Army Engineer Regt. We have played them once
in a friendly game and beat them, 5—0. so unless they were
concealing their form we should emerge triumphant.
The team will consist of D/M. Watts in goal, C.S.M.
Swanson and Pte. Strover at back; 2/Lt. Beale. O.R.Q.M.S.
Catt and Sgt. Wilkins at half back; Lt. Clarke, 2/Lt. Abell, Maj.
Woodruffe, Pte. Cochrane and L/Cpl. Healey as forwards.
We very much regret that we will lose Lt. Clarke as our
right wing after this match. It looks as though 2/Lt. Lumley
will replace him unless any new talent arrives with the new
Intakes.
Provided that we can keep this team together we look
forward to going a long way in the Army Cup.
SPOUTS

" A " Training Company

In the first
round of the InterCoy. Hockey Knockout
Competition we were drawn against " Y " team, of H.Q. Coy.
We played them on 11th November, 1949, and after a hard
game we lost, 3—2.
In the InterCoy. Football Konckout Competition we were
beaten by H.Q. Coy. in the finals, the score being 7—4.
In the InterCoy. CrossCountry Competition (the first
of its kind) we managed to get the lowest number of points
and win the run. In the next run we shall, unfortunately,
lose some of our best runners, especially Pte. Angevinde
Courtenay, on their posting to 2 Coy. 2/Lt. Beale has been
warned to do some spotting In our new Intake.
In the field of boxing Pte. Munro represented the District
against the Royal Marines and won his fight.
Well done,
Munro !
We note with some satisfaction that C.S.M. Swanson won
two spoons in the Sgts'. Mess Spoon Shoots. Well done, Sgt.
Maj. (Pte. Appleby to note that the rifle is all right—it's
the firer ! ! !)
TRAINING

This has been progressing well and the present Intake
passesout on 23rd November, 1949.
MISCELLANEOUS

Sgt. Watson has left us to go to East Africa.
Sgt. Dumpleton has rejoined the Coy. from E Coy.
Lt. Burgess has at last been called to higher things and
we understand that the Adm. Fd. Officer is to gain the benefit of
his knowledge. The Coy. Office is now lamentably quiet and
the 'phone does not ring every five minutes with someone
asking : " May I book a pitch, please ? "
He will be missed in the Coy.

"B" Training Company
There was hardly a flap; shall we call it a state of nervous
anticipation ? when it was announced that a certain senior
officer would be visiting the Unit and seeing the Coy. training.
The assortment on the training programme included
Regimental History, Cleaning L.M.G.s, Introduction to Shooting
on the Miniature Range and Fieldcraft 14 (Crawling). Know
ing that the visiting officer was a keen shot it was decided
to show him the latest technique of firing
the Mossberg In
the " Pepperpot " role.
It was considered that a glimpse would suffice and that
he should then be ushered out to see the new glory of the
Coy., the O.R.I Platoon (Crawling).
The visit was expected as the period was due to end. It
was therefore decided, that in order to give good value the
lessons should continue until after the visit had taken place.
If by chance he was not coming to see us, a message to that
effect would be passed. At 11.15 hours (15 minutes overdue)
targets and amn. in the Miniature Range were fast disappear
ing and the O.R.I Platoon (Crawling) had done the Leopard
Crawl over a large area of Cemetery Valley.
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At 11.20 hours the Coy. Runner arrived in a rather
breathless state. He gulped that we were to carry on as it
would be any minute now.
11.30 hours, tension running high, three targets and 15
rounds left in . the Miniature Range. The O.R.1 Platoon
(Crawling) well nigh exhausted.
At 11.40 hours the range party could last out no longer.
It was " last man, last round " and the rounds were fired with
great dash. The scores recorded, the party returned to the
Coy. lines.
" Where have you been; didn't you get my message ?"
said the Coy. Commander.
It then transpired that the message should have been :
" Carry on with the next period, as he isn't coming now."
The moral being, that if you wish to send a message, use
the appropriate pad or Army Form XXX in lieu.
As for the O.R.I Platoon (Crawling), they spent the rest
of the morning convincing themselves that the Russian Army
isn't the only one in which a soldier has to crawl 1,000 yards
before passing out. In fact, one of their number (who hasn't
been seen since) was last seen doing the Monkey Run in the
direction of Dymchurch.
5 PLATOON

We have now completed three weeks here at Shorncliffe
and we are beginning to find our feet. The first week proved
rather hectic. There seemed no end to lectures, medical
inspections, introductory talks and films.
The Platoon has very good reason to believe that the
weekly Shooting Shield will be coming their way quite often
—if our miniature and 25yds. range results are any guide.
With " Crackshot" Cpl. Dawson as a coach how can we lose ?
Congratulations to Ptes. Pritchard, Amos and Venables on
being appointed Section Leaders. A welcome is extended to
Ptes. Dunning and Sheppard, who have joined us from C Coy.,
having spent a short period in hospital.
The weekly shield for the best barrack room was won by
us this week for the first
time, and is now displayed in an
exalted—we hope permanent—position over the Platoon
notice board.
That is all the news for now, readers. We hope to be able
to boast further successes in the next issue of "The Q.O.G."
Who knows—it may be that we have won the Cup !
6 PLATOON

Starting off on the 20th October with a Platoon of 39
Recruits, most of them fresh from " civvy street," and with
only one Officer and one N.C.O., we expected an uphill fight to
gain any prestige in competition with the other Platoons.
However, after reorganizing, 6 Platoon was left with 29
staunch men. At this juncture, we enlisted the services of
Cpl. McCluskey, who has shouldered admirably his share of
the burden, which was formerly borne by Sgt. Closier alone.
Praiseworthy performances have been recorded by the
Platoon in general by gaining second place in the first
of
the weekly InterPlatoon Competitions, and in particular by
Pte. Noble and Fus. Skinner in being appointed Section
Leaders, and by Pte. Lower in coming in 4th in the Battalion
CrossCountry Run.
These early days of army life have not been without their
humorous side" as such answers as the one below will show :
The first
one was made during a lesson on the " Wind
Table."
Cpl. McCluskey: " What would you do if there was a
strong oblique wind blowing while you were at the 300yds.
firing point ? "
Recruit (in grim earnest): "I'd adjust the wind, Cpl."
7 PLATOON

Three wegks have gone by since we first entered the portals
of Shorncliffe Camp. Most of us have now settled down and
are now making the most of army life.
We are a motley crew, but as a team we have won the
shield for top Platoon of the week twice in succession. Our
instructors are 2/Lt. Sharpe, Sgt. Young, Cpls. Pace and
Sherwood, who are keeping us well up to the mark, and have
helped us to attain our present position.
In the world of sport we have done reasonably well. Gurr
was chosen for the Coy. football team, but, unfortunately,
was unable to play. Grogan ran for the Coy. in the Battalion
CrossCountry Run and did very well by coming in fifth.
In the InterPlatoon Football League we have started well
by beating 6 Platoon, 7—2, under rather difficult conditions.
We hope that we will be able to keep up our present
position in the remaining seven weeks.
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8 (O.R.1) PLATOON
We have only owned our formidable sounding name for a
few weeks and consequently our impressions of ourselves are
still being formed.
However, when we were placed in our new Platoon there
was an alarming multiplicity of certificates, diplomas and
degrees in the air which built an atmosphere of heavy
intellectuality.
We naturally wondered what horrible things were going
to happen to us, but thank goodness, our worst fears were
not fulfilled and our best hopes have been satisfied. Talk was
of leave, food, pay, fatigues and, of course, W.O.S.B. The
majority of us still have to face this great unknown, but like
so many other things, time alone will prove our respective
hopes and/or fears. Although it has been stated that we
possess several intellectuals, a certain member of the Platoon
interpreted a bugle call on parade as " Half an hour's rest."
Was his face red ! ! ! We were not surprised when our C.S.M.
nearly jumped out of his skin. All day long we feel as if we
could do with " half an hour's rest," but we are getting used
to life in the Army and we find the more concentrated train
ing holds our interest better and, of course, we are very
flattered
by our blue flashes. We have all been gratified with
the speed with which we have struck friendships and as we
are gradually being knit together by drill and other types of
training, we have completed a kind of comradeship which is
new to most of us, and pleasing to all.
These few lines only give a few of our thoughts and hopes,
but we can say in closing that we feel almost sorry for those
who have had the misfortune to be placed in a Platoon other
than 8 (O.R.1) Platoon, B Training Company.

"C" Training Company
With a mere sixty recruits in the Coy., we have now been
able to reduce the number of our Platoons from the usual
four to two. This is indeed a welcome change, as it means
that there are sufficient N.C.Q.S in each platoon, a happy and
unusual state of affairs these days. As a result we look forward
to finding
ourselves once more at the top of the InterCoy.
ladder before many weeks have passed.
This month we received a cursory visit from the G.O.C.,
who appeared satisfied with all he saw.
Since the Coy. notes were last written there have been the
usual and inevitable changes amongst our Permanent Staff.
Lt. Pirn and Sgts. Bartle and Palmer have joined us from
Hythe, where for the past nine months they have been helping
to run the Home Counties District Drill and General Duties
Courses. Lt. Pirn and Sgt. Bartle are old faces in this Coy.
and w6 are very glad to have them back with us once more.
Unfortunately Sgt. Palmer no sooner arrived than he was sent
to E Coy. Their gain and our loss, and we hope to have him
back before long.
Lt. Tugwell has recently arrived from the Airborne Forces
Depot in Aldershot and is now commanding one of the two
Platoons, while Lt. Pirn commands the other. The other new
arrival, Cpl. Jennings, is now busying himself with the many
and varied duties of Coy. Orderly Sgt.
Whilst welcoming our new arrivals, we say farewell to Pte.
Ridge, who for many months has been keeping the bath water
hot and has now cast aside his uniform and donned his rather
more conspicuous civilian outfit. We wish him luck and many
hot baths in the future.
We extend our heartiest congratulations to Fus. and Mrs.
Hopkins on the birth of a daughter. Seldom has the Coy.
Runner been seen to move faster than when he bore his tele
gram across the playing fields to where the Coy. Commander
was engaged in his usual practice of hitting hockey balls,
eagerly to request that he be granted leave.
Those away on courses are:
The Coy. 2nd i/c., Capt.
Woodman, M.C., who for the past three weeks has been learn
ing the ways and means of getting into the Staff College
(legitimately); Cpl. Gilham, who is now learning to land right
way up somewhere in the wilds of Oxfordshire (May his
"comingdowntoearth" be all that it should be);
2/Lt.
Norton, who is attending the Platoon Weapons Course at the
S.A.S. in Hythe. Doubtless he has now satisfied himself as to
what one does, in actual fact, see, when one " looks through
the aperture of the backsight." Could it possibly be " the
whole darn countryside ? ")
Lts. Clarke and Pirn are shortly off to do a spot of umpir
ing somewhere in Suffolk. If they be heard to remark : " It's
not cricket, old man," they are merely endeavouring to explain
that they are part of a military, not a recreational, exercise.
We are at present in the throes of amateur dramatics.
Our Coy. Commander, Maj. "Bill" Woodruffe, has proved him
self to be a bit of a playwright and, the next Officers' day
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should not be lacking in a certain amount of humour. Sgt.
Smith, who is organizing the Coy. play for the coming Regi
mental Weekend, reports on it being a bit " corny." However,
we've felt a lot happier since he decided to abandon " The
Secret Lover."
Here was " corn" enough to feed all the
pigeons that hang around Trafalgar Square. A further report
on Coy. dramatics will appear in next month's notes, when
we've seen with our own eyes the results of our present hard
labour.
Finally to sport. It is regretted that the Coy. does not
possess a Sidney Wooderson or perhaps our crosscountry team
would have done a little better . However, now that we realise
how far six miles really is, and that one must be fit to run
that far, we hope to do better next time.
D Coy. managed to beat us, 3—1, at soccer in the First
Round of the InterCoy. Knockout Competition. It was a
game of lost chances and our forwards must learn to shoot
before we can hope to win.

"D" Training: Company
The Coy. has distinguished itself during the last month
and has won the InterCoy. PassingOut Competition by a
clear margin. The top Platoon, No. 15 Platoon, gained 122
points out of 150 possible, which is the highest mark yet
gained in the Competition. No. 16 Platoon cleared 118 points
which equalled the previous best. No. 13 Platoon were also
well up to normal average with 114 points.
The L.M.G. results showed that we have managed to pro
duce a final total better than any known in this Training Bn.
before. No. 15 Platoon again produced the best—19 points out
of 20 possible.
The Rifle results were extremely good. Pte. Snelling, East
Surreys, of 13 Platoon scored 62 out of 65—a remarkably fine
effort.
The PassingOut parade was somewhat spoilt by bad
weather, but all ranks on parade were congratulated on a fine
effort by Lt.Col. A. Martyn. who took the salute. The tea
party which followed was a great success and all ranks of the
Coy. thank the manageress of the N.A.A.F.I. for her stalwart
efforts.
In the field of sport we have gained 2nd place in the Bn.
InterCoy. CrossCountry Running. Pte. Ryan, of 16 Platoon,
ran 2nd. Sgt. Dowsing is to be congratulated on the good
reward for his efforts.
We have reached the SemiFinals in the InterCoy. Football
Knockout Competition; the results are a foregone conclusion ?
The Coy. has been represented on the rugger field.
The Coy. is now once more organized into four Platoons
with our new Intake. We are approx. 120 strong and are
confident that we possess much talent. On the football field
some has already been noticed. We shall begin work on the
.22 Range very soon and start again the hard work of main
taining our position of best Coy. in the Bn.
We welcome 2/Lts. Wilson and Lumley and Cpl. Meadows
to the Permanent Staff of the Coy. and 2/Lt. Sambrook in
transit.

H.Q. Company
During the past month we have been concentrating on the
completion of the Annual Range Course and have also held
several Coy. Drill Parades. Unfortunately most of our attempts
to visit Lydden Spout Range have been foiled by bad weather
and as a result we need several days more before full results
can be published.
We still await the Annual Inspection and expect a warn
ing order any day now.
In the football league the Coy. can claim a 100 per cent,
record, since our last match we have completed two further
fixtures, against the Cpls'. Club, winning six goals to one, and
H.C.D. " B " Team five goals to two. The Bn. Hockey League
has provided us with two matches to date, our first
against
A Coy. was keenly contested and our " Y" team emerged
victorious, one goal to nil. Alas ! our next match proved a
setback, despite untiring efforts by every member of the team,
which was two players short throughout, E Coy. scored six
goals to our one. O.R.Q.M.S. Catt, our captain and centre
half, ever outstanding. Our next match is against A Coy., in
the Frst Round of the InterCoy. Knockout Competition.
We welcome to the Coy. Lt. Hanlon, the new M.T. Officer.
Capt. Mannering will shortly be leaving us and is on leave
awaiting a posting overseas. Another notable departure is
that of Pte. Simpson from the Pay Office; his support for the
Coy. cricket team will be sorely missed.

No. 2 Drafting Company
Greetings to all past and present members of No. 2 Coy.
Since our last article there have been considerable changes
in our staff. We welcome into the Coy. Capt. P. O. Myers, our
new 2nd i/c., his dog apparently is quite used to the office
routine and particularly relishes the flavour of foolscap
carbons. We also extend our welcome to Capts. Beckett and
White and hope that their stay will be a pleasant one. Maj.
Chapman is at present on a wellearned leave. Our old 2nd
i/c., Capt. (Big Bill) Iliffe, is on a Course at Aldershot prior
to joining the 1st Buffs. This apparently is only a form of
" Cook's Tour," as we understand that 1st Buffs will shortly
be back in the U.K.
A late member of our Permanent Cadre, L/Cpl. Harris,
attempted to disgrace our noted C.S.M. at the Lord Mayor's
Show with his striking and original headgear, i.e., one saucepan,
iron, held on by towels, hand, 1. (Feminine readers, please
note the new fashion.)
Mrs. Butler must be congratulated on her perseverance
with son Paddy, when she taught him Irish Jigs. He is now
reaping the reward. It is noted that his presence is much
required by a certain Junior Commander at Home Counties
District.
A prime collection of thick ears, bruises and black eyes
denotes that Sgt. (Tim) Connolly is once again trainer of the
Bn. and H.C.D. boxing teams and he is to be congratulated on
the high standard attained.
Tremendous flaps about insufficient accommodation and
a possible removal of the Coy. to St. Martin's Plain have been
dispelled by our galant C/Sgt., who regained for us two blocks
which he quickly filled up.
We congratulate the following: —
Cpl. Robinson and L/Cpl. Jeavons on their promotion.
L/Cpl. Mahoney on representing the Army Boxing Team
versus Wales and Sweden.
The Coy. Football Team in the successes gained this sea
sop, and in particular Cpl. Lawson, who seems to be
breaking all records and has already scored 80 goals.
We wish the best to Pte. Phipps who hopes to get his
Army Rugby Trials this season.
We say farewell to L/Cpl. MacNaughton and Pte. Sandon,
who have departed to the hardships of " civvy street." Good
luck, chaps.
In an attempt to live up to the Regimental Weekend, Cpl.
(Bambino) Miles and his band of noted acrobats from the
East (East of Montys) entertained their fellow members of
this Bn. We congratulate them on winning first prize.
We wish all the best for our hardworking Orderly Sgt.,
" Stan " Stacey, who is entering hospital on Monday. (Love
from all the " nick wallahs.")
As the festive season draws nearer the claim and boast
of a Drafting Sgt. is that he has drafted approx. 20,000 men
during his stay here, others say 25,000. Who is right ? Ahem !

M.T. Notes
Affairs this month have largely been of " Mice and Pen."
To be strictly accurate the former is in the singular and would
have passed almost unnoticed and undisturbed had it been
that the M.T. Clerks were without exception male. The latter
should be in the plural and refers to the continuous inter
exchange of fountain pens between members of the Section.
A particularly soughtafter " Parker " was the object of a long
and persistent wrangling and eventually the owner, possibly
still suffering from mouseshock, gave way to allow the recipient
to add this to other proud possessions—such as the Rifle Shoot
Wooden Spoon, for example.
Lt. Hanlon is settling down as new M.T.O. and finds
the
contrast with his previous M.T. Section vivid in many ways.
Temporarily Lt. Allaway is attached to us and is acting with
him. Cpl. McNeill is also attached from 2 Coy. and is assist
ing in the Fitters' Shop.
Latest departing stalwart is L/Cpl. Hodge, who has, during
his service, driven everything from the C.O.'s car to a 3ton
coal truck. In recent months he has been our Driving
Instructor.
During the absence of Dispatch Rider, L/Cpl. Gosnell, on
leave, the motor cycles have been under the dual care of Cpl.
Quinn (as rider) and Pte. Burbidge. A considered alternative
was to sign the complete set of nine M/C.s over to Lt. Burgess.
News from the football front reports " little change " and
" further outlook unsettled." It is lamentable that a 4—1
defeat would not change our present goal average.
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Sergeants' Mess
This is where yours truly, having taken up his pen in
frantic haste stops to scratch his head and ponder. Another
month has passed, but to use a hackneyed phrase, how little
has happened in so long.
As the festive season approaches the tempo of Mess life
has slowed, the stillness before the approaching storm as it
were, but underneath the apparent calm there is a consider
able amount of activity, the results of which, while remaining
for the moment secret, will be revealed at some future date.
Winter is now truly upon us and although not yet really
cold, outsides are nearly as wet as in, and ere long, I fear, the
bronze faces of our outdoor exponents of the gentle art of
war will become as pale as mine when I realised that it was
all but the last moment for this letter.
We have been glad to welcome back to our fold some of
our members who have been for some considerable time
attached to the District School at Hythe, to wit, Sgts. Bartle
and Palmer returned to C Coy. and Sgt. Simonite to A Coy.
We are very glad to have them back to swell our numbers
once more. The District School having closed we are again
thrown on our own resources to train our young N.C.O.s and
the word " Cadre " is again in the air, to be blessed by some,
cursed by many and viewed with an uneasy feeling by a few.
no doubt.
This last month has seen the results of a considerable
number of afternoons spent on the barren shingle of Hythe
Ranges during the summer months; I refer, of course, to the
firing of the " Royal Irish " and " Prince of Wales " Cups, both
A.R.A. noncentral matches. The Royal Irish team is, of course,
all Mess members and they, with a few additions, fired
the
second match.
I fear the results were not as good as had been hoped.
After months of aimingoff, often nearer the next man's target
than ones own and having difficulty in holding ones rifle
against the wind, a calm day of being able to aim at ones own
target rather upset our equilibrium, so that the resulting
score, although no disgrace, was not one of those super scores
which win these competitions. But we congratulate the
members of both teams for their long continued efforts under
what cannot be described as the most ideal conditions, and
hope for better luck next year, for which there are also
whispers of a Bisley team.
Team Royal Irish Cup, fired on 21st October : O.R.Q.M.S.
Catt, C.S.M. Swanson, C.S.M. Kettle. C/Sgt. Miller, Sgt. Young
and Sgt. Bidmead. C.S.M. Cockhead of the S.A.S. was trainer.
All the above were also members of the Prince of Wales Cup
team.
.22 shooting has started again in which the Mess has
several representatives, and after winning the Garrison League
last winter we have great hopes for the future. The Mess
Shooting Club is well established and our monthly shoots are
combined with the Mess monthly spoon shoots, an additional
spoon being awarded to the club member with the highest
score. In spite of the weather, we are still clinging to the
open range and congratulate C.S.M. Swanson on winning this
month's spoon with a score of 68.
An enjoyable evening was spent at a Whist Drive held in
the Mess recently, and as the next one is planned for a Regi
mental Weekend, we hope it will be well attended. There is
nothing in the rumour that the brewer is going to work to
rule—WE HOPE !
We have recently had a visit from the G.O.C.inC.
Eastern Command, General Sir Evelyn H. Barker, K.B.E., C.B.,
D.S.O., M.C., A.D.C. As this visit will have been enlarged on
elsewhere, I will content myself with saying that he inspected
the Mess, was introduced to the senior members and seemed
quite pleased with all he saw.
Before closing we must bid farewell to Sgt. Eddie Young,
who has left us for " civvy street "—gone is the yellow
sweater. Also Sgt. Parry, of the W.R.A.C., who did much to
brighten our drab existence; we wish them every success for
the future.
The old gentleman had just arrived at the hotel and was
pestering the reception clerk with all sorts of questions.
" Are you sure this is a healthy spot ? " he asked anxiously.
" Healthy," echoed the clerk, smiling. " I should say it
is ! Why, a few weeks ago an old fellow came here in a bath
chair, and after staying a month, he ran away without paying
his bill ! "
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BATTALION

The Territorial Army Training year comes to an end on
the 31st of October of each year, which seems a fitting
date to
put on record the major events of the past twelve months. It
is thought that the most readable way of doing this is to divide
the events into subjects and in consequence the "happenings"
recorded below are not in chronological order.
RECRUITING
The Territorial Army would not exist, except in name, with
out recruits; a journalistic platitude but nevertheless a very
real problem. What has been happening in this Bn. to draw
in the badly needed manpower—trained and untrained, for
both are catered for?
A seven day Recruiting Drive started in Tonbridge on 12th
February, 1949. During this period a mobile column demon
strated the most up to date equipments ol the Arms and
Services of the Army. The week ended with a recruiting dance
at the Bn. Hq., The Drill Hall, Avebury Avenue, Tonbridge. A
record crowd arrived for the dance. During the evening Coun
cillor Alvey addressed those present on the importance of
joining the Territorial Army and took his audience back to the
days of 1939.
During the year the Companies of the Bn. located
in Tonbridge, Maidstone, Sevenoaks, St. Mary Cray and Penge,
have made considerable efforts to bring in recruits. In August
C Coy. at Sevenoaks took a mobile column around the outlying
villages, demonstrating the up to date equipment which the Bn.
holds. Throughout the year, dances, dart matches and small
bore rifle matches have been held to all of which the local
civilian population have been invited. On the 23rd and 24th
July, the Battalion was represented at the Maidstone Agricul
tural Show, when equipment, Battalion silver, trophies and
photographs of the Battalion's exploits during the recent war
were on show to the public.
Since January—33 recruits have joined the unit, an average
of three men per month.
TRAINING
"Let us be clear about three facts. First, all battles and all
wars are won in the end by the Infantryman. Secondly, the
Infantryman always bears the brunt. His casualties are heavier,
he suffers greater extremes of discomfort and fatigue than the
other arms. Thirdly, the art of the Infantryman is less stereo
typed and far harder to acquire than that of any other arm."
These words of Field Marshal Lord Wavell are an inspira
tion to all Infantrymen. The Territorial Infantryman is doing
his best to train up to the Standard depicted in this
description.
The six Companies of the Bn. run two training
nights a week in their Drill Halls, where weapon training, small
bore rifle shooting and lectures on a variety of subjects take
place.
Officers of the Bn. have been attending weekend
exercises at Hythe, run by 44 (Home Counties) Infantry Division
(T.A.). In addition they have run their own training weekends
at Tonbridge. Several Officers were able to get over to Nor
mandy during the summer to study the battles fought during
the North West European Campaign. Some of us may have
wondered whether the tactical and administrative lessons
learnt during the recent war would he passed on—they are
being passed on, as any sceptic may see if he would care to
attend one of these training periods.
The Bn. moved to St. Martin's Plain Camp, Shorn
cliffe, for Annual Camp on 22nd May, 1949. Camp represents
the great annual occasion when the Battalion can get together
both for training, sport and social activities.
The weather was hardly kind and "though it may have
damped our kit it left our ardour unimpaired."
This was the view of those who attended this year's camp.
Some valuable training was carried out and the competitive
spirit was fostered by a series of competitions ranging from
Drill to Football competitions.
On the last day of Camp Gen. Sir Evelyn Barker. K.B.E.,
C.B., D.S.O., M.C., G.O.C.inC., Eastern Command, visited the
Battalion during the morning. In the afternoon, coaches carry
ing the wives and children of the men arrived in Camp, coming
from as far distant as Penge and St. Mary Cray; the remainder
of the day was devoted to entertaining our guests. An Inter
Battalion football match was played against the Bn's. neigh
bours, the 4/5 (Cinque Ports) Bn., R. Sussex Regt., the match
being won by the Queen's Own. After the Football match
various sporting events were organised including races for the
visitors (ages ranging from 3—63). Prizes were presented by
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Brig. R. C. Cruddas, D.S.O., Commander 133 (Kent and Sussex)
Inf. Bde. (T.A.). After the prize giving, the Band and Drums
of the 1st Battalion, The Queen's Own beat The Retreat.
During the year the Battalion has been training up for
the Annual L.M.G. and Rifle Range Course which has now been
completed.
On the 20th August the Bn. Sgts'. Mess held a rifle meet
ing at Shoreham.
This prewar annual event was a great
success, prizes for the best aggregate score of the meeting were
won as follows:—
1st—Sgt. W. G. Maynard (C Coy., Sevenoaks).
2nd—O.R.Q.M.S. J. C. Breadon, M.B.E. (Bn. Hq.).
After the Meeting the competitors repaired to the Drill
Hall, Sevenoaks, for a Social evening, when the prizes were
presented by Lt.Col. C. A. de B. Brounlie, M.C., the Command,
ing Officer.
The Bn. sent a team down to Hythe for the District Rifle
Meeting on 6th7th August, where they won five of the prizes.
On the 8th9th October the Bn. held its own rifle meeting
at Hythe. Among other events the Bn. entered teams in three
of the Territorial Army Rifle Association Decentralised Com
petitions.
The Colonel of the Regiment, Maj.Gen. W. P.
Oliver, C.B., O.B.E., presented the prizes at the end of the day's
shooting. The prizes included competitions in which 509 Coy.
R.A.S.C. (T.A.) of Maidstone had competed and won three
prizes.
509 Coy. R.A.S.C. cooperated in making the weekend
a success by moving the Bn. from its various Company areas
to Hythe and home again in their transport.
In the world of small bore rifle shooting. O.R.Q.M.S. J. C.
Breadon, M.B.E. (Q.M. of the Bn. during the Desert and Burma
campaigns) was selected to file for the Teiritorial Army in the
InterServices Small Bore Rifle Competition. He upheld the
name of the Bn. and the Territorial Army by scoring 195 out of
a possible 200.
SPORT
The Bn. have made a good start on the Football Field.
They entered for the Territorial Army Football Association
Challenge Cup and drew 608 H.A.A. (M) Regt. R.A. (T.A.), whom
they defeated 3—0 at Gravesend on 16th October, 1949.
At the annual camp B Coy. (St. Mary Cray) beat H.Q. Coy.
Tonbridge, in the final of the InterCoy. Challenge Cup.
SOCIAL
During the year the Coys, have been running their own
dances, which have been well attended. Plans are now being
made lor Christmas when several of the Coys, will be running
Children's parties. Last year D Coy. at Penge, in addition to a
Children's party in their Drill Hall, took their families to the
pantomime to see " Aladdin."
There have been running a series of "Ladies' Nights" at
Tonbridge, when the Officers' Mess has been at home to the
wives and friends of the Officers. On these occasions the Mess
Silver, a very fine collection, has been on display; much of the
silver dates back to the days of the old Volunteer Battalion.
The Sgts'. Mess, with their members dispersed over the six
Drill Halls take it in turn to run a social evening inviting the
Sgts. of the remaining five Coys. These social evenings have
proved a great success and attained the object of maintaining
a "Sgts". Mess Life" during the out of Camp period of the
year.
The Club Rooms of the Battalion are now very comfort
ably furnished and are well up to the standard of the best
civilian clubs in the Coy. areas.
CADETS
The Bn. takes a great interest in the affiliated cadet units
and members of the permanent staff visit these units weekly
to assist with the instruction of the Cadets and help them to
pass Certificates "A" Part I and II—a certificate of consideiable
value to the Cadets when they come to the tour of duty as
National Servicemen.
In addition, the facilities of the
miniature ranges at the Drill Halls are available to the cadets
and, on the social side they are afforded the accommodation of
the Drill Halls for Dances and Whist Drives. The Bn. hopes
to see these Cadets joining the Bn. as Territorials after their
period of National Service with the Regular Army.
PARADES
The Bn. has taken part in several public parades during
the year. These have included:—
(a) The parade during Charter Week in Maidstone.
(b) The Service Parade on Remembrance Day of the
Tunbridge Wells Battle of Britain Week.
(c) Bugleis of the Bn. Corps of Drums sounded the
Last Post and Reveille in the Parish Church,
Tonbridge, during the Remembrance Day Ser vice
on 6th November, and also in the Churches at
Shipbourne, Hildenborough and Knockholt.

DRUMS
The Bn. is now forming a Corps of Drums and are very
fortunate in having been presented with the Ceremonial Drums
and Kit of the 6th Bn. This equipment is in superb condition
and it is hoped that with hard training during the winter it
will he possible to carry out some parades in the Spring.
Those who lived in or near Tonbridge before the recent
war will remember the Drums of the 4th Bn. beating "Retreat"
on the lawns of Tonbridge Castle. The newly formed Corps of
Drums is hoping to carry on this tradition, but more instrumen
talists are required.
TRADITION
The Territorial Army carries on a tradition and on the
5th of November, the "Past and Present" members of the Bn.
gathered together at the Drill Hall, Avebury Avenue, for the
Annual Reunion.
The next day was Remembrance Day and this may have
been in many members' minds when Col. A. A. E. MerlottChitty,
D.S.O., who commanded the Bn. in France and Belgium
(193940), gave the toast of absent friends. Undoubtedly many
of those present knew L/Cpl. J. P. Harman, V.C., who was
killed serving with the 4th Bn. in Burma. On June 20th, a
Memorial was unveiled on Lundy Island to this very gallant
soldier. The citation describing how he won the V.C. is set
out below:—
"In Burma, at Kohima, on April 8th, 1944, L/Cpl.
Harman was commanding a Section of a forward
Platoon. Under cover of darkness the enemy estab
lished a machine gun post within 50 yards of his
position, which became a serious menace to the re
mainder of his Company.
"Owing to the nature of the ground L/Cpl. Harman
was unable to bring the fire of his Section on to the
enemy machine gun post.
Without hesitation he
went forward by himself and using a 4sec. grenade,
which he held on to for at least two seconds after
releasing the lever, in order to get immediate effect,
threw it into the post and followed up immediately.
"He annihilated the post and returned to his
Section with the machine gun.
"Early on the following morning he recovered a
position on a forward slope 150 yards from the enemy
in order to strengthen a Platoon which had been
heavily attacked during the night.
"On occupying his position he discovered a part of
the enemy digging in under cover of machine gun fire
and snipers.
Ordering his Bren gun to give him
covering fire, he fixed his bayonet and alone charged
the post, shooting four and bayoneting one thereby
wiping out the post.
"When walking back L/Cpl. Harman received a burst
of machine gun fire in his side, and died shortly after
reaching our lines."
The official citation adds that L/Cpl. Harman's heroic
action and supreme devotion to duty were a wonderful inspira
tion to all, and were largely responsible for the decisive way in
which all attacks were driven off by his Company.
There is no doubt that the record of the 4th Bn. in the
last two wars, coupled with the descriptions of the many acts
of bravery carried out by individuals and Coys, of the Bn. act
as a fine inspiration to the present members of the Bn., who
undoubted1}' are doing their utmost to maintain the tradition
of the Bn. and of The Queen's Own.
4th BN. THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGT
ANNUAL REUNION 1949
The second Annual Reunion to be held since the war took
place at the T.A. Centre, Avebury Avenue, Tonbridge, on ,5th
November, 1949. In spite of the fact that we clashed with
Bonfire Night Celebrations (a fact which I was continually re
minded of by numerous people both by telephone and letter)
the function was attended by well over 200 exmembers of the
Bn., some of whom came from as far afield as North Wales
and Darlington in Yorkshire.
We were honoured with the presence of the Colonel of the
Regiment, who in proposing the Toast to H.M. The King, said
i was gratifying to see many old members of the Bn. some of
whom had served in the South African War. He mentioned in
particular R.Q.M.S. (Laddie) Wright, who although 85 was still
a very keen supporter of the Regiment and attended both the
Regimental Reunion at Maidstone and the Bn. Reunion each
year. He thought this was a very fine effort. The General also
received on behalf of the Bn. a Cup, presented by ExC.Q.M S
H. Hilborn, an account of which will be found under the
Sergeants' Mess correspondence.

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

itIt th

badge of

your

here is a gradually improving
stock of vanity cases, cigarette
cases, cigar boxes, pocket lighters,
toilet services etc. with colours in
enamel and mounted with silver
badge of any Unit of H.M. Forces.
The Goldsmiths & Silversmiths
Company will be pleased to sub
mit details upon request.

Vie

GOLDSMITHS &
SILVERSMITHS
COMPANY LTD.
112 REGENT STREET - LONDON - W l
NO BRANCH ESTABLISHMENT ANYWHERE 

TELEPHONE: REGENT 5021

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

228

Mentioning Recruiting the General said that although re
cruiting was a little disappointing duringthe last year as far
as numbers were concerned, he thought that this was compen
sated for by the quality of the recruits.
We were very delighted to have with us also. Col. A. A. E.
MerlottChitty, D.S.O., who commanded the Bn. in 193940. In
proposing the Toast to "Absent Friends" he recalled many
incidents (both humorous and otherwise) of the Bn.'s exploits
during the intensive training period at Axminster, 1939, and
in France and Belgium, and said the present Bn. had very high
traditions to live up to, but hacl no doubt that they were quite
capable of doing so.
Col. W. Nash, M.B.E. T.D., Hon. Col. of the Bn. was unable
to be
present
due to sickness, but sent his best
wishes to all, and deeply regretted his absence on the one
occasion which he looked forward to so much each year. We
trust he will soon be fit again.
Lt.Col. H. J. Laverty, D.S.O., M.C., Officer Commanding
the Bn.. during the Burma Campaign, was also prevented by
sickness from being present. We wish him a speedy recovery.
Amongst those present who served with the Bn. before,
during and since 191418 War we were very pleased to welcome
Lt.Col. G. E. L. Pardington, M.B.E., T.D., Maj. A. R. Kelsey, T.D .
R.Q.M.S. W. Pollard, C.S.M. LatterStapley, Pioneer Sgt. A. W.
Chapman, C.Q.M.S. H. Hilborn, both of whom also served in
the South African War, Mr. A. Minton, R.Q.M.S. W. G. Moase,
Jack Ticehurst aiid Band Sgt. F. Nicholls; we look forward to
seeing them on many more occasions. We of the present Bn.
look forward each year to seeing these exmembers of the Bn.,
but there are many more whom we would like to see and hope
that those present this year will spread the news when next
year's Reunion draws near. They can do much to foster the
right spirit in the Bn. and help bring along recruits.
The old members of B Coy. (Orpington) were very much
in evidence again this year thanks to ExP.S.M. Kingston, who
organised a coach party. They were met by their late O.C.
Company, Maj. N. S. C. Elmslie, who was very soon in command
again, and from accounts since received, rallied his company
after all liquor had been consumed at the Reunion (about 2300
hours) in the Rugby Club and carried on fighting
their battles
over again till the small hours of the morning.
From reports, both verbal and letters since received, the
function was even a greater success than last year. For this
many thanks are due chiefly to Jack Breaden also to Capt.
(Q.M.) A. E. Sivers, M.M.. and his Staff, R.S.M. (Paddy) Byrne,
D.C.M., and Sgt. F. Bucknell, M.M., P.S.I, of H.Q. Coy., and
C.S.M. Woolley, P.S.I., C Coy., all of whom gave yeoman ser
vice in organizing and assisting on the night of the Reunion.
Many thanks are also due to Mr. A. Minton for his kindness
in printing the souvenir programmes for us.

"D" Company
Last month " GapinHejrow " let us down—no " Q.O G."
This month with his usual sad tale (work) he can still make
no contribution for " The Q.O.G.", so onge again it falls to
my lot to fill the gap and I don't know which will be the best
to fill, D Coy. space, or to fill up "GapinHejrow." Expert advice
on this says do both, so look out, " GapinHejrow," I'm gunning
for you and it will take much beer to soothe me.
We must congratulate the Coy. on being the best shooting
Coy. of the Bn.
The potential recruiting strength of the Coy. goes up and
we congratulate Pte. Gardiner and Cpl. Everett on the birth
of their sons.
The month saw the increase of two to the Coy. and we wel
come Ptes. Hess and Wilson to the Coy.; we hope their stay
will be a long and happy one. We are sorry to lose Wally
Batstone, who has joined the ranks of the " hasbeens " owing
to his business, but we still hope to see him round the Drill
Hall sometimes. Remember, Wally, once a " Queen's Own"
always a " Queen's Own " !
We are sorry to hear of Capt. Wood being in hospital
and wish him a speedy recovery and hope he will be back with
us soon.
The annual admin, inspection has just taken place and
all was well. (Sports list, where, oh where are you hidden
now ?)
Speaking of cars there are cars and cars; if any reader
has the answer of how to stop back wheels from getting
" brownedoff " and wanting to take a little trip on their own
into plateglass windows, Maj. J.D. would be pleased to know !
We understand that the legal side of the matter is in safe
hands.
A story is going round the Drill Hall that Wally Hill is
saving hard, and the Coy. has been warned to stand by for
the announcement. Hurry up and name the day, Wally.
D.B.
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Support Company
Compared with last month, this has been a period of quiet,
though our training programme has been steadily forging
ahead.
Brigade had laid on two Support Coy. training weekends
at Shorncliffe for all Bns. in the Brigade and we were all
prepared and looking forward to them when we were suddenly
told that the anangements were cancelled. However, having
made up our minds that it was a good idea, we decided to go
ahead and make our own arrangements, and carried our plan
into action during the weekend 12th13th November. Every
thing went off \ery well and definitely whetted our appetites
for more, so we are hoping to repeat the experiment in
December.
R.S.M. Byrne again gave up his spare time to be with us.
and his Vickers squad were thoroughly put through their paces.
This course is producing firstclass
results and we are now well
on the way to having a very good M.M.G. Section.
The Mortar Pin. was there in full strength, less only one
man who was working, and put in some very useful hours. We
have recently received new Mortars fitted with the new sights,
but these have been quickly mastered and the Mortar Officer
is very pleased with the manner in which his detachments are
now working. When one considers that these men started off
from scratch only a few training periods ago. they are doing
very well. The only snag is that there is nowhere near where
we can fire
these weapons to vary the routine, but for the
present we are concentrating on speeding up the drill and learn
ing to "appreciate" a piece of ground from the Mortar man's
point of view.
Unfortunately for our AntiTank Gunners, their guns were
not available for this weekend, but, in any case, L/Cpl. Elliott
was playing in the Bn. Football Team on the Sunday and Sgt.
Shapland was unable to attend, so those who turned out
attached themselves to the other squads. Pte. Saxby came
with us on the Mortar outing, in spite of three boils on the
back of his neck, and is fast becoming quite a good Mortar
Number.
Altogether this experiment was a great success, due chieflv
to the keenness and eagerness to learn shown by all ranks, and
we look forward to our repeat effort next month.
Our training has been aided by an inflow of the latest
knowledge from various schools. Sgt. Shapland suddenly an
nounced that he had just returned from an AntiTank Course
and he was immediately made AntiTank Pin. Sgt. Sgt. Smith.
exParatrooper, went off on an airlashings course and put in
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several hours flying,
as well as keeping up to date on his
gliders, etc. Pte. Lake has just returned from a Carrier Course
and on the strength of this he is now Carrier Driver in the
Mortar Pin.
The other outstanding event of the month has been the
loss of our respected Coy. Commander who has taken up
appointment as Bn. 2 I/C. We wish him the best of luck in
his new job and welcome in his stead Capt. A. R. H. Waring, an
old R.W.K. who has now returned to the fold.
SOCIAL
Recently we held the monthly family social evening; this
was attended by nearly all the members of the Coy., and we
find that families are no longer strangers to each other and on
these evenings they seem to enjoy themselves. I have noted in
particular that there are some very good dait throwers amongst
the wives and girl friends that come along. I attribute this to
the amount of practice they receive at home, and no doubt we
shall soon be receiving  complaints from the men that the
womenfolk are becoming more efficient by aim and velocity :n
the art of making a piece of household property go from point
A to point B in the shortest time possible, and with deadly
accuracy.
For future entertainments things appear to be looking up
in the form of Christmas activities, a social and dance, also
a married families evening will have been held by the time you
read this article, also we are laying on a Christmas party for
children, etc., of the Coy. plus a number of child invites which
are being put out for a number of outside children. What I
have told you here is for information only and no doubt you
will say that it does not interest you; well, I am saying that
we are very much alive here and on the map, and welcome old
and new members of the Regt. who care to join us in our
activities which concern the public in general; of course, we
may try to place a snare over you and get you to sign on the
dotted line, but no doubt you will be happy and will con
tribute to the cause once again.
One other item of interest on the Club Room Agenda, be
sides the usual games of darts, dominoes, shove ha'penny, etc.,
which we have here, we are having the billiards table fixed up,
cloth reversed, etc. it is full size and one can enjov a good
game of snooker. This may interest any snooker champs, who
have cues tucked away with dust on them and would like
to come along and challenge Dead Eye Tommy Apps, Snooker
Fiend L/Cpl. Bill Jenner, along with backerup Billiard Shark
Eobby Lake (Note: Don't mention a game oi cards or nap, etc..
Card Sharps L/Cpl. Elliott and Saxby. although not in the Drill
Hall at the time, will smell it on the air from wherever they
may be and will soon be on your hook). The C.S.M. says if he
wants these two worthy individuals, look lor a game of cards
taking place in the Universe, there they will be.

Sergeants' Mess
We have very little to report from the Mess this month.
All our activities have been tied up with Bn. "Do's" and will
undoubtedly be reported elsewhere.
We have, however,
been presented with a very nice Cup by Mr. H. Hilborn. The
Cup is to be known as the "Hilborn Cup" and is to be shot
for annually by the members of the Mess.
This Cup.'which has been with the Hilborn familv for a
very long time, was originally won by the late Fnr.Sgt. Reuben
Hilborn in the "Snider Nursery Shooting Competition, 1878."
and was presented to the Sgts'. Mess, 4th Bn. The Queen's Own
Royal West Kent Regt. by his son. Mr. W. H. Hilborn (ex
C.Q.M.S., 4/R.W.K.), on November 5th, 1949.
Below are some particulars of the military service of Pnr.
Sgt. and C.QM.S. Hilborn, which I am sure will be of interest
to some of the old members of the Regt., there must be a few
who still remember 6334104 C.Q.M.S. W. H. Hilborn.
No. 289 Pnr.Sat. R. Hilborn was born at Yeovil. Somerset,
on 23rd January, 1857. At an early age he moved to Tunbridge
Wells and in 1879 joined the 17th Kent Rifle Volunteers, he
was promoted Cpl. in 1879 and Sgt. 11 years later. He was
appointed Pnr.Sgt. in 1905, which rank he held until 1913,
when he retired with 36 years service.
He sevved in the 1 Vol. Bn. and the 4/RW.K.
Pnr.Sgt. H. Hilborn died within a week of attaining the
age of 83 years in January, 1940.
6334104 C.Q.M.S. W. H. Hilborn. Born at Tunbridge Wells,
9th July, 1879, joined the 1 Vol. Bn. R.W.K. for duty as a Boy
in 1889. He embarked for S. Africa in 1900 and saw service
with the Vol. Coy. 2/R.W.K. until 1901, when he returned to
the U.K. having taken part in operations with the Unit in
the O.F. State and Wittenbergen. In 1903 he was promoted
Sgt. and in 1907 he was appointed Sgt.Drummer to 4/R.W.K.
He embarked for service overseas in 1914 and served with the
4/R.W.K. in India, in the rank of C.Q.M.S. until 1919. C.Q.M.S.
Hilborn retired in 1921 but 1939 brought him forth again and
he served throughout the last war as a roof spotter.
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THE REGIMENTAL DEPOT
After a quiet October, November was away to a flying
start with our Annual General Inspection. For the allotted
24 hours beforehand, the Barracks presented a pretty
animated scene. Catering Corps Cook and substantive Sgt.
Major, Quartermaster's Clerk and Orderly Room Runner were
all fully employed digging out the Depot from its thick cover
ing of autumn leaves, so that by the morning of The Day, in
our opinion at least, the Depot looked very neat and tidy.
Our little band of thirteen rather nervous soldiery were thus
able to parade on a highly polished barrack square. We have
not yet heard the result of the inspection, but as no untoward
incidents occurred, we remain quietly confident, or at any
rate, quietly hopeful.
The contractors have at last arrived to paint the outside
of the Officers' Mess Block and the C.O.'s house. They are a
very mixed blessing, as they arrive at an unearthly hour,
practically on the day before, and make the early morning
hideous with their scraping and hammering. It is all most
inconvenient and we think that they must draw lots as to
who is to put his ladder up to the most interesting window.
However, it is all in a good cause and particularly as the
Quartermaster tells me that it is the paint which is to hold
the building up.
Although collectively the Permanent Staff have not per
formed any outstanding feats, other than apparently surviving
the General Inspection, individually we have been busy. Maj.
Keenlyside. as President, has been enmeshed for some days
now in the toils of a very complicated Court of Inquiry.
Before that he survived three rounds of the Army Squash
Championship and, with Maj. Mines, ran a large Certificate
" A " Board at Sutton Valence School. A Brigadier from The
Battle Shack, who is the ultimate authority on Cert. " A,"
asked our Quartermaster for a little constructive criticism.
This the Quartermaster gave him. We feel sorry for any
future candidates if his suggestions are put into effect as
the Quartermaster has very decided views.
Capt. Faulkner, muttering incoherently about " The
horrors of war" and " Man's inhumanity to man,' was
despatched, clad in his winter woollies, to act as rxmpire on
Exercise Victor. This exercise lasted four days and involved
sleeping out in the open in the middle of Norfolk. A very
rude shock for our Depot Capt., which was was followed
shortly after his return with a posting to Mons Officer Cadet
School.
Pte. Eastaugh, weighed down by the stripes of a local
unpaid L/Cpl., is away on a M.T. Clerk's Course and Sgt.
Saywell is indulging in a Gas Course at Winterbourne Gunner.
These Courses should not be taken as pointers that war is
imminent; it is merely that we like to be prepared for every
eventuality. You never know; if war came very suddenly,
the Depot might have to fight
as a separate unit. We have
not actually done airy training yet as a Coy., but we very well
might. We could certainly muster a very senior Coy. Head
quarters, commanded by O.C., Depot, which ought to shake
the morale of the stoutest enemy.
O.R.Q.M.S. Waterman
would probably have to be Coy. Runner, C/Sgt. Ringe could
carry the wireless set and Pte. Collins would drive the Coy.
Carrier. If nothing else frightened the enemy, this last most
certainly ought to. The other two platoons in the Coy. would
have to be skeleton platoons. One platoon would be repre
sented by the' Quartermaster and his Staff carrying flags and
the other by Capt Faulkner and seven black Pekinese. Flags
for this platoon would not be necessary.)

EYES RIGHT Z"0™1
If you want your Evening Wear,
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Maidstone & District Laundry Co., Ltd
Loose Road, Maidstone.
Telephone : Maidstone 3020

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

230

Mr. " Paddy " Mullen, after a gallant fight, succumbed for
a time to a very fierce
cold, leaving Col. Eason the sole
occupant of Regimental Headquarters. The top of his head
could just be seen over a mountain of correspondence and
even through closed doors he could be heard complaining about
the injustice of it all.
Sgt. Copestake, who is in married quarters here, has left
the service after twentytwo years, and is now working at
Foster Clarks. Pte. Cooper's family have moved from Ireland
to quarters at Canterbury and we hope that we shall soon
see them in quarters here in the Barracks.
Our hockey players have had a very successful month,
but have not been so successful when playing for our soccer
team. Owing to our small numbers every member of the
Depot, who is still sufficiently mobile, has to play, whatever
the game, but it is hard to convince the organizers of the
opposition that we are more enthusiastic than skilful.
SPORT
Games played during November, 1949 :
Hockey v. 66 Sqn., 36 Army Engr. Regt., R.E., 1st November—
won, 4—0.
Football v. 57 Sqn., 36 Army Engr. Regt., 3rd November—
lost, 3—0.
Football v. 192 Provost Cov., C.R.M.P. 16th November—lost,
9—0.
Football v. Prison Staff. Wormwood Scrubbs, 26th November
—lost, 14—0.
Hockey v. 14 Cmd. Wksps., R.E.M.E., 1st December—won, 5—2.

Sergeants' Mess
The month opened with the Regimental Sgt.Maj. really
doing his stuff as such, preparing our small contingent for
the Remembrance Day Ceremony, which was held at the Maid
stone Cenotaph on 6th November and also for a British
Legion " Festival of Remembrance," held at the Theatre Royal,
Chatham, on 13th November, 1949. A touch of colour was
made at these ceremonies by medals being worn and the
Warrant Officers and Sgts. wearing red sashes.
Quite unexpectedly, whilst preparing for the 13th Novem
ber ceremony, news that the Annual General Inspection of
the Depot was to take place on 10th November was received
on the 9th. This entailed an extra effort from all ranks, and
although the Inspecting Officer's report has not yet been
received it is understood the Regimental Depot is as it should
be, " well up to standard " in all departments.
Two very pleasant social and games evenings have been
held. On the 16th November the Mess team (completed from
a few members of the Maidstone Branch, P. and P. Association)
proceeded to the West Maidstone Constitutional Club, where
excellent arrangements were made and we all had a really
enjoyable evening. Our hosts won the series of games and
ran us very close indeed at a " Tipit" match which con
cluded proceedings. It would appear they were as clever as
us at finding
the piece, in fact, when the scores were 20 all
and our team captain had to make the important decision,
he appealed to all for absolute silence in order that he could
give full concentration, and amid much rejoicing found the
piece and brought it back to the Mess. One of the most
exciting games so far this season. We are looking forward
to a return match in our Mess about the third week in
January. Another social and games evening was held in the
Sgts'. Mess on Saturday, 26th November. Jack Teer (Jnr.),
who is employed on the Staff of H.M. Prison, Wormwood
Scrubbs, challenged the Depot Staff to a football match in
the afternoon and a coachload, consisting of the team and
its ladies duly arrived and did proceed to beat the Depot in
no uncertain manner. However, an excellent tea was provided
for all and in between tea and the commencement of the
social our visitors had a look round the Regimental Museum.
Soon after 7.30 p.m. the games evening was under way and
the Sgts. (apart from " Tipit") managed to win the series.
We hope they all arrived home safe and not too early in the
morning.
The R.S.M. and O.R.Q.M.S. attended a service, which was
conducted by His Grace Tire Archbishop of Canterbury, at
the Garrison Church, Shorncliffe, on 22nd November, during
which the new organ was dedicated and four sets of Regi
mental Colours, from Regiments of the Home Counties Brigade,
were lodged in the Church for safe keeping until such times
as they shall be required again. These colours, which belong
to the 2nd Battalions of The Buffs (Royal East Kent Regi
ment), The Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment). The

Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment and The Middlesex
Regiment (Duke of Cambridge's Own), are now flanked
on
each side of the altar and have added more colour to the
church. After the ceremony visitors were entertained in the
1st Bn. Sgts'. Mess to lunch. Many high ranking officers
attended the service, including most of the Colonels of the
Home Counties Brigade group of Regiments.
During the latter half of the month five Sgts. have been
attached and accommodated in the Mess whilst attending a
Kinema Operators' Course. We hope they had a pleasant
sojourn. It is understood that there will be some more
attached early in December for the next Course.
We have had no fresh members join the fold, but W.O.II
Martell has been posted to the Depot, and by some clever
wangling has managed to remain attached to the Depot,
Middlesex Regt., which apparently is near his home (?) W.O.II
Blundon (Billy Boy) has settled down on his new job with
No. 6 Travelling Wing in East Anglia District. Sgt. Saywell
departed on 2.5th to the Joint School of Chemical Warfare
for a Course prior to taking over from Sgt. Piggot later In
December. We anticipate he will be instructing the Depot
Staff in the technique of adjustment of the respirator (what
are they ?—never see one these days) on his return.
Our activities for December all seem to have got into
one week. On Tuesday. 20th, we shall be holding our Annual
Christmas Draw and Dance (this is a very attractive affair
every year), the Children's Party on Wednesday, 21st and the
Games Evening of the year—Officers and Sgts. versus Other
Ranks of the Depot Staff on 22nd, rounding off with Xmas
dinner for the troops and the 36 Army Engineer Regt., Sgts'.
Mess Christmas Draw and Social in Invicta Lines Mess on 23rd
—then our wellearned leave.
The members of the Sgts'. Mess wish all members of the
Regiment and all other Sgts*. Messes within the Home Counties
Brigade Group a happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year.
Stop Press : Who was the astute member who was clear
eyed enough to notice that somebody in the Mess on thet
evening of the 26th November (when it was packed) was wearing
his 193945 Star medal ribbon the wrong way round, and did
Bob Baker (Medical man unattached) enjoy the fun that
evening, when the ladies wanted to play ? ?
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Everywhere on the map of Britain is reasonably near to
a Ford Dealer. There are hundreds of them, strategically stationed
throughout the length and breadth of the country. This means
that the Ford owner, wherever he may be, is within easy reach of
friendly help and service, from men equipped to give immediate
assistance. Spare parts (if needed) will be present and correct;
Fordtrained mechanics will do the job. The prices from Land's
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You t a k e ' A S P R O ' — a n d a m i n u t e o r t w o a f t e r
t h e headachy, feverish, s h i v e r y a n d uneasy
s e n s a t i o n s of t h a t o n c o m i n g cold have g o n e .
T h e reason is t h a t , a l t h o u g h colds d e v e l o p
quickly, 'ASPRO' acts more quickly still. All
you need d o is t o t a k e t w o ' A S P R O ' t a b l e t s w i t h
a h o t d r i n k a n d in a m i n u t e o r t w o t h e a n t i  p y r e t i c (feverreducing),
analgesic (painrelieving) action of'ASPRO'swiftly starts to set
you free f r o m t h e s y m p t o m s of t h e cold. You a r e y o u r old self
again. 'ASPRO' is a modern medicine —it is in s p e e d of action,
c o m b i n e d w i t h safety, t h a t it excels. T h a t is w h y ' A S P R O ' has
eliminated t h e slowacting, unscientific r e m e d i e s of y e s t e r d a y .
T h o u s a n d s t a k e advantage, t o o , of t h e w o n d e r f u l relief ' A S P R O '
affords f o r r h e u m a t i c and neuralgic a c h e s and pains.

9oi RESULTS READ THIS
«ASPRO* the Family Standby
for Pain and Colds

— for Gin and Litne

Printed rn Greal Brilgtn.

Gentlemen,
Acton, wS.
I should like to express my thanks for the great
benefit I have received from taking 'ASPROS
Thcy
are splendid for relieving severe headaches and
neuralgia. I always keep a box in the house. If my
husband or family feel a cold coming, they take 'ASPRO'
and a hot drink on going to bed for a couple of nights and
it breaks the cold up. I very often wake up in the
F I
morning with a very bad headache. Then I take
FROM M " A A '
' 'ASPRO ' with a cup of tea which clears it right
CANTEENS AND away In a short time and I feel fit for a day's
work.
Yours faithfully, L. PRICE (Mrs.)
CHEMISTS
Made by ASPRO LTD., Slough, Bucks
EVERYWHERE
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TRENCH WARFARE AND REST
(Concluded )
With the turn round of the British and French Armies
began the battle of the Marne, a running fight
which lasted
seven days and in which we had the satisfaction of being
pursuers instead of the pursued. At the commencement of
this battle the Battalion suffered the loss of the Quartermaster,
who was sent down the line to recover from a bout of sickness.
The whole of his duties thereupon devolved on the Q.M.S..
as owing to previous casualties, no officer could be spared to
deputise. It therefore became somewhat of a conundrum to
discover the whereabouts of the Battalion in the dark and
over strange country, but by some fortunate intuition, aided
by a little luck, this was invariably accomplished. On one
occasion, however, we were in a quandary on reaching some
crossroads, being undetermined which "way to turn, but
fortunately a vigilant sentry nearby put us on the right
track, so all was well. Had we turned in the other direction,
we should not have proceeded far before coming in contact
with a German outpost, who would, no doubt, have welcomed
such a gift as two fully laden wagons of food and forage,
not to mention two pairs of heavy draught horses and five
units of their hated enemy.
During one of the daytime halts of the supply wagons,
in an orchard, the fixst
reinforcements, some 187 strong,
passed through to join the Battalion. This spot showed
numerous signs of having been a German bivouac, a haystack
having been pulled to pieces and strewn around for sleeping
on, while quantities of small ai'ms ammunition and the
remains of a freshly killed pig were brought to light by men
foraging among the hay.
So day by day the merry chase went on, with some large
batches of prisoners beixxg roped in and despatched to the
base with no further interest in the war. On one occasion
we came upon a church chockfull of prisoners and under
guard of some tough Irish boys. This day to day pursuit of
the enemy continued normally until the Germans reached and
crossed the river Aisne, where they decided to make their
stand, and oxx this day the supply wagons had to perform
the longest journey they had so far been called upon to do.
The coixvoy consisted of eight wagons, two from each unit in
the Brigade, and the oxxly known destination was the river,
wheie we were told our Battalions would be found. It was
a roundabout journey and by making enquiiies from units
encountered on the way, we eventually reached the river
bank and proceeded in an eastei'ly direction hoping for the
best. After traversing a mile or more we were stopped by an
officer who demanded to know who we were, where had we
come from, who was in charge, where was the A.S.C. conduct
ing N.C.O. and who was our Supply Officer, all of which
questions I answered, my wagons being in the lead. The
officer continued were we aware that the opposite bank of the
river was lined with Germans, to which I responded that
they gave no sign, as not a shot had been fired at us during
the journey. The necessary directions were given as to the
whereabouts of our units, and proceeding ahead I reached the
wrecked Missy bridge and found the Battalion, with Colonel
Martyn, making the passage of the river by means of one small
boat and a hayraft. After unloading the supplies we pro
ceeded to return by a more direct route through the villages
of Seimoise and Ciry. Behind the latter a steep hill arose
and it was on reaching the summit that we saw evidence of
a tragic event which occuired the previous day. By the road
side lay the carcases of nine horses, which we later learned
had been caused by a Gei'man H.E. shell lauding amidst the
Regimental Transport. The Sgt.Major of K.O.S.B. and Pte.
Bailey (4680) of ours had also been killed by this shell. This
period actually marked the beginning of trench warfare
which was to continue for the next four years.
Events contiixued normally for the next few days with,
supplies being taken up to the Battalion each evening after
dai'k, and during this period, the Quartermaster, having
recovered from his indisposition, rejoined the Battalion and
resumed duty. The same routine continued until the end of
September, when the 5th Division was relieved and withdrawn
from the area and moved by stages to a mining centre near
Bethune. During the march thereto we experienced, what to
me was, and is, a memoiy I still cherish of at least one really
restful night. The force had arrived at the small French town
of St. Pol In the early afternoon of a mild October day with
nothing to do until the following day. Tea being over, many
of our men planned to take a look at the town. I declined
more than one invitation to accompany a party, having
decided to take this opportunity to indulge in a real rest
after many nights of apologies for such.
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Accordingly arranging the sacks of oats to form a mattress
in one of the wagons, with one for a pillow, I turned in at
6.30 p.m. in full daylight and immediately lapsed into pro
found slumber from "which I did not once rouse until break
fast preparations brought me back the following morning. My
oblivion had lasted 13^ hours and was wonderfully refreshing
after so many nights on short commons.
After a few days in trenches near Vermelles, the Battalion
was moved on again axxd loaned to the 7th Brigade of the 3rd
Division, then in trenches before that hot spot, Neuve
Chapelle.
The line held formed a deep salient into the German
lines, adjacent to the wellknown Aubers Ridge. On the first
night in these trenches a signaller was sent down to conduct
the supply wagons to the issuing point, but through some
misconception, he led us right up to Battalion Headquarters,
which was quartered in a smouldering farm building, while
nearby stood a group of six blazing ricks, which lighted up
the surrounding area almost as by day. The Adjutant came
to us and demanded to know why we were there and oi'dered
us to get the wagons back under cover with all possible speed
before we were spotted by the enemy. This was easier said
than done, as owing to the confined space it was found quite
impossible to turn the fully laden vehicles^ which were
quarter lock, so nothing remained but to offload the stores,
turn about the wagons party by manpower, in which all hands
took part, reload and make for shelter behind some damaged
buildings a short distance to the rear. The operation was
accomplished without incident, though a German searchlight
swept the ground and only just failed to reach our position.
A few nights later these trenches were vacated and with
drawn to a new and shorter line already prepared in front
of the village of Neuve Chapelle.
On the night of my first
visit to this place, what might
have resulted in a serious accident to myself was averted by
the pi'ompt action of one of the loaders, Pte. Vaughan. A
drizzle was falling and everything was slippery in consequence.
The wagons were drawn right into the village and were pro
tected from stray shots behind a high wall, and as I stood
on the rails of a wagon handing down the stores, my feet
slipped from under me and I would undoubtedly have fallen
oil my head but for Pte. Vaughan, who caught the back of
my neck by one hand and lowered me safely to the ground.
On the following night, in company with the Quartermaster,
we proceeded to"the same venue and had nearly reached oui
destination through a narrow approach road when we were
brought to a halt by a huge shell crater, which prevented
further progress. Nothing, therefore, remained but to back
out, which again called for manpower to assist the horses
back to an open space, where they could be manoeuvred for
the unloading, which was accomplished without incident. The
last few days at Neuve Chapelle are fully recorded in the
History of " The Queen's Own" and do not need to ba
repeated here.
The next stage brings us to the neighbourhood of Ypres,
after a short spell in trenches at Wulverghem, with its
unparalleled sea of mud and but few incidents of any
importance to record. On the first night the Battalion went
into the Zillibeke sector in the salient, the G.S. wagons were
taken right up to the support trenches in a wood, and during
unloading showers of bxillets whistled through the trees over
head but too high to inflict damage on the ration party. After
that night limbered wagons were brought into use for ration
carrying, but they created so much noise on the cobbled roads
that considerable shellfire was directed at them by the enemy
and old motor tyres were fitted
to the wheels and thus
silenced them.
During November, 1914, the supply wagons had a narrow
escape from destruction by enemy artillery, when, approaching
Dickebusch, we came under direct view from two German
observation balloons and were promptly fired
on by the
German batteries for whom they were spotting. All .the shells,
except one, passed beyond the wagons, the exception—a dud
hit the road and failed to explode.
My first
impulse was the safety of the horses, so I had
them unhooked and brought under "cover behind some nearby
buildings and then sought to find an alternative route to my
destination. Having found what I thought to be one such.
I returned to where I had left the wagons but found they
had vanished so followed on through Dickebusch and found
they had got through to the Quartermaster, who was some
what surprised at seeing me, fearing I had stopped one.
I was particularly anxious to get this convoy through
safely, as in addition to the day's supplies, the wagons were
loaded to capacity with choice canned and other foods sent
out by Fortnum and Masons, the wellknown London caterers.
We found a safer route back to our starting point and did
not again have to risk the Dickebusch road.
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About this period, early November, the first
snowfall
occurred and the few Headquarter details behind the trenches,
transport' and suchlike, fared little better for accommodation
than the men actually in the trenches.
No billets were
handy and my own shelter was an empty G.S. wagon with one
blanket and great coat for cover, a pack for pillow and a mail
bag with straw in the bottom to put my feet into, and no
discarding boots for many nights.
A little later these details were given billets in a farm
house near Reninghelst, which became known as West Kent
Farm. We believed the farmer to be a spy, as the ringing of
what appeared to be telephone bell was heard occasionally
during the night. When the Bn. was in the salient I was
called upon to make occasional trips into Ypres by cycle, a
journey of about four miles, and on those Belgian cobbled
roads this was not by any means a joy ride. On my last cycle
journey I had just reached the level crossing at the entrance
to the town coming back when, Jerry, from his observation
post on Hill 60, sent me over a sample of his ironmongery all
to myself, but again proved himself a rotten shot—it was high
overhead.
After that the Quartermaster suggested I performed
future journeys on horseback. This was a problem. I was
past my 42nd birthday and had never been astride a horse
before, but in consultation with Sgt. Maslin, I was allotted a
machine gun horse and accompanied the transport men on
morning exercise. Fortunately my mount had a hard iron
mouth and I could managed to hang tight to the reins with
one hand and grip the pommel with the other. A short canter
was soon tried and occasionally some small jumps, but I felt
safer at a steady jogtrot, but not by any means the complete
horseman. However, I made several trips into Ypres without
losing my seat, but drew the line when the Quartermaster
suggested I should wear spurs, as I did not relish taking a
toss on those unyielding granite setts.
In the foregoing article I have endeavoured to vindicate
that much maligned individual, the Quartermaster Sergeant,
who, with the SergeantMajor, is frequently the butt of the
music hall and radio comedian. Whether I have succeeded I
leave the reader to judge.
J. Mackintosh,
late Q.M.S., 1st Bn.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
B/O. = paid by Banker's Order.
£ s. d.
Air Vice Marshal W. F. Macneece Foster.
C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., D.F.C. B/O. . .
9 0
Maj. C. J. Collard B/O
9 0
Maj. E. G. Elliott. B/O
9 0
Bromley Branch (July to Sept.)
1 5 0
Shorne Branch H.G. (Sept.)
12 6
Deptford and District Branch (Feb.Sept.) 2 13 4
Lt.Col. H. D. Chaplin
9 o
A. A. H. Webb
5 0
Col. W. Wilberforce, D.S.O., M.C
9 0
Chatham Branch (Sept. and Oct.)
12 0
Shorne Branch
10 0
E. C. Foster
5
o
Mr. F. Hansen Ree
5
Mrs. N. R. Thorne
1 o
A. G. Collins
;
5 o
P.R.I., 1/R.W.K. (Oct.)
3 2 6
P.R.I., 4/R.W.K. (Oct.)
4 7
G. G. Belsey
5 0
N. A. Dumbrell
5
0
S. Humphrey
5
0
P. Tasker
5
0
W. C. S. Hayman
5 0
Capt. F. G. W. Lambkin
9
0
A. V. Wrate
5
0
F. A. Goodwin
5
0
R. Draper
5
0
H. Carman
5
q
Maidstone Branch
2 6
Maj. R. Browne, M.C
9
0
L. Clarke
5
0
Maj. A. J. Jimenez, M.C
9
0
Capt. H. Cooke, T.D., M.S.M
9 0
H. A. Elson
5 0
Capt. D. W. J. Wood
9 0
Capt. D. S. Scull
9
0
Maj. F. J. Lander
9
0
Capt. F. C. Lovett, M.C
9
0
H. W. Bootes
5
0
Maj. E. Annandale, T.D
9
0

1st BATTALION CUSTOMS
An ex" Snakecharmer," in a recent issue, was not quite
right about " Piping dinners " in the 1st Battalion. This was
carried out regularly in Richmond Barracks, Dublin, until the
Battalion sailed for France on 13th August, 1914.
It was smarted again in Gravesend about August, 1919,
when the late Brig.Gen. P. M. Robinson, C.B., C.M.G., was
commanding, and when M. Stroud, D.C.M. (an exDrummer),
was Regimental Sergeant Major. Cpl. Jelly was in charge of
the Drums; there were few old drummers left but Stroud
whistled the tuno to them and soon started the old custom
again. It was played in Agra and Calcutta and the Christmas
card of, I think, 1922, painted by the late Donald Maxwell,
showed the Piping by the main gate.
Another 1st Battalion custom was revived in Calcutta, when
Colonel H. D. BuchananDunlop, C.M.G., D.S.O., was command
ing—the playing of " Rule Britannia," as an exRoyal Marine
Regiment, when the Band played off. A Colonel Dallas, of the
Indian Army, who had been attached to the Battalion many
years before, dined in Mess and pointed out the omission; it
was put right the next week.
Richmond Barracks, Dublin, are a sad sight today. The
open spaces covered in tenement houses, a water fountain in
the middle of the old parade ground, the back field and grass
in front of the Officers' Mess built over, part of the wall down,
the guard room a police check post, the Garrison Church with
a changed denomination, washing hanging up to dry in the
Officers' Mess. It would take an atom bomb to remove the
old stone buildings, all intact but dirty and unkempt, standing
head and shoulders above the new buildings. Inchicore itself
looks prosperous and trolley 'buses replace trams. The other
Dublin barracks remain unchanged and are occupied by the
Republican Army; there are still two sentry boxes outside the
Bank.
How many old soldiers will remember six guards, mounted
in red. when we found duties in Dublin ?
A.A.E., M.C.

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & DEATHS
BIRTHS
TALBOT.—On November 23rd, 1949, at Wellington, New
Zealand, to Barbara, wife of Col. D. E. B. Talbot, D.S.O.,
M.C., Senior U.K. Liaison Officer, N.Z.—a son.
WILSON.—On November 11th, 1949, at the Bowood Nursing
Home, Folkestone, to Patricia (7iee Martin), wife of Capt.
J. B. Wilson. The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regt.,—
a son.
MARRIAGES
BOOTHTUCKER—TUFFILL.—At Port Said, 011 24th October.
1949, Lt.Col. John Myron Douglas BoothTucker, to
Leonie Estcourt, widow of Maj. W. E. Tuffill.
Witnesses at the ceremony were Lt.Col. L. F. Jackson,
" The Queen's Own," and Mrs. Jackson, and Col. W. Rowe,
C.B.E., D.S.O., The Buffs.
GREEN—WHITTY.—At Salisbury, Southern Rhodesia, on 29th
November, 1949. Mr. R. G. Green to Priscilla Whitty
(daughter of Brig. N. I. Whitty, D.S.O.).
DEATHS
PALMER.—On November 21st, 1949. suddenly in London
Ronald Hunter, son of Col. W. V. Palmer, of 3, Bodenham
Road, Folkestone.
REEVES.—George W. J. Reeves, late 6348066, 6th Bn., The
Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, at Eltham in
November.
ARMAN.—Henry A. Arman, of 55, Hastings Road, Maidstone,
late The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, in
November, 1949.
WALKER.—Mr. W. Walker, of 10, Amada Street, Deptford, late
1st Bn., at Seamon's Hospital, Greenwich Hospital, on 20th
November, 1949.
We extend our sincerest sympathy to the relatives of the
deceased.
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THE QUEEN'S OWN
PAST & PRESENT ASSOCIATION
A wreath was sent on behalf of the Past and Present
Association to the funeral of Ronald Palmer.
Col. Palmer has since written thanking the Association
for their kind thought of remembrance.

ASSOCIATION OF THE 11tli (LEWISHAM) BATTALION,
THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT
REUNION DINNER
The ties of honest comradeship and friendship stood out
very clearly on Saturday, 12th November. 1949, when the
Association held Its Annual Dinner at the Falstaff Restaurant,
Eastcheap, E.C. It gave ones heart a warm glow, to see the
pleasure, which amounted to almost affection, as men and
officers greeted each other, for all are one in spirit in this
small Association of ours. Lively banter was exchanged, and
complimentary and other remarks were made, as to be
expected at such gatherings. We were happy to welcome
our new President, Maj. A. J. Jimenez, M.C., who made his
first official appearance. Lt.Col. A. Eason (who represented
the Regiment and the Colonel of the Regiment, Maj.Gen.
W. P. Oliver, C.B.. O.B.E.), the Mayor of Lewisham, Councillor
G. R. D. Bradfield, L.C.C., J.P., and the Rev. F. L. Hilditch,
A.K.C., H.C.F. (Vicar of Rickmansworth, Rural Dean of Wat
ford), who was the Battalion's Padre in World War I.
Councillor Henry Price. L.C.C., Mr. Runacres, Editor of the
Lewisham Borough News (a valued friend of the Battalion),
and other distinguished guests.
Nearly 110 sat down to
dinner, 80 being Old Comrades, some of whom brought their
sons (for whom a special welcome was given) and friends
with them.
We were sorely disappointed in that the Colonel of the
Regiment could not attend owing to illness. Colonel W. V.
Palmer was greatly missed, as were dear old " Tim" Haley
and his son R.S.M. Haley. We all sincerely hope that Mrs.
Haley will soon recover from her illness. Our Padre, the Rev.
Basil W. B. Matthews, B.A., could not attend owing to previous
engagements, to our regret.
The food was excellent.
Fish, chicken and ice cream
being enjoyed by all.
Capt. R. O. Russell, M.C. (Chairman of the Association)
presided.
Special mention must be made of those members who
had travelled long distances to attend. Maj. Rogers came
from Liverpool, others from Axminster, Brighton and other far
away places. After the Royal Toast, the assembly stood in
silence to honour their departed comrades, especially Lt.Col.
A. C. Corfe, D.S.O., our beloved leader and friend, who left
us so suddenly early in the year. The Association Standard
was lowered in salute by Alderman W. Toomer. M.M. Maj.
A. J. Jimenez, M.C., proposed " The Regiment." Col. A. Eason
replied on the behalf of the Colonel of the Regiment and
read the latter's intended speech:
" I am privileged to have been asked to reply to the
toast of ' The Regiment.' The strength of the British Army
has lain in the past in ' the Infantry of the Line,' and I
believe that strength will remain. Whenever there has been
a dirty job to be done or a tight corner to hold, the British
Infantry have done it, done it well and have been proud to
do it.
" Napier, I believe it was, saw the 50th Foot at the battle
of Nimiera in the Peninsular War, remarked of them, ' They're
not much to look at, but devilish steady.' That's the spirit of
the Infantry all over.
" As a result of many campaigns and wars, our Colours
are a lasting reminder of the glories of the past, and at the
same time an inspiration to us all for the future.
" In war, the Army expands, new units are formed and
based on existing Regiments. As a result, not only do the
new units, young and virile, revitalise the old, but they get in
exchange the advantage of a tradition already made. As a
result of this double advantage fresh laurels are added to their
Regiment. What better example of what I have said can he
found than in the 11th Lewisham Battalion of ' The Queen's
Own.'
" A Unit, formed in 1915, which fought with distinction
overseas, and whose feats of arms are enshrined on the Colours
with the battle honours of Ypres, The Somme, Italy. What
memories these names must revive amongst some of you here
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tonight, as well as others such as ' Plugstreet,' Flers and
Messines. Victories which nevertheless took grievous toll of
your best. '
" It is fitting
that as we think of the glories of the past
we should remember those who died doing their duty, and
especially tonight some of you must feel a sense of personal
loss that your Commanding Officer, Soldier, Citizen and
Christian, Lt.Col. A. G. Corfe, has left us. I am sure that the
trumpets sounded for him over the other side.
" I have been ' mugging up ' your Regimental History again
for tonight, so well written by Capt. Russell. It is a very
complete story, giving much detail of the Officers, Senior
Warrant and N.C.O.s who served with the Battalion. It is
filled with such a number of very amusing stories, some of
which, I have no doubt, have been expurgated a bit. The
11th Battalion, so long as there is the Regiment, will never
cease to exist. It is part of the family. We must keep these
Associations alive, and I'm sure that ' Corfe's Irregulars' are
just the boys to do it.
" I have one plea—help the Regiment all you can by get
ting youngsters to join the P. and P. Association. Let the
11th Battalion contingent be the strongest. Our traditions are
second to none in peace and war. And so, gentlemen, I thank
you one and all for the honour, which I deeply appreciate, of
being asked to respond to the toast, which means a lot to all
of us—' The Queen's Own.' "
Col. Eason's reading of this speech was excellent and was
received with warm applause.
The Mayor of Lewisham gave " The Association" and
recalled the interest which the Mayors of Lewisham had always
taken in the Battalion and Association. He felt it an honour
to be associated with such names as Aldermen Jackson, Morley,
Hume, Nichols and Furman,
Captain C. F. Hall responded in his usual form in wit
and humour, which the Mayor seemed to enjoy, for he shook
at times with suppressed laughter. Mr. R. C. H. Jenkins
(Deputy Chief Constable of Kent) proposed " The Guests," to
which the Rev. Hilditch replied with witty little stories which
won the hearts of his listeners. He paid tribute to the
Concert Party, " The Dicky Birds," which he helped to form,
which gave so much pleasure to the troops, saying that they
may well have made a name on the halls had they been given
the chance.
Councillor Henry Price also replied in a lively and happy
manner.
Capt. R. Maltby. M.C., paid high tribute to the Chairman,
Capt. Russell, who stated how grateful he was to Len Dawson,
who had worked unceasingly during the last most difficult
months and to the members of the Committee who had sup
ported him so well. It was not a year one would have chosen
to take office, hut with the continued support of all members,
all would be well. A Union Jack, which had flown
over the
Pavilion on Private Banks' ground, where the Battalion trained
in 1915, was presented to the Association for use on official
occasions.
The Chairman announced that the unveiling of a memorial
to the late Lt.Col. A. C. Corfe ill St. Lawrence Church,
Catford. would take place on Tuesday evening, 31st January,
1950. Music was provided by Mr. Lawrence Springett, pianist,
and the evening closed with Mr. Henry Price singing a very
humorous song in which the company joined. This ended a
most enjoyable evening. I heard one guest say : " Well, never
before have I attended such a happy party. I'm looking
forward to next year's Reunion."
A collection was made for the Emergency Help Fund,
realising £6, and the Committee is grateful for this generous
support and ask that should any member know of any Old
Comrade of the 11th who may stand in need of a little assist
ance. will they please notify Len Dawson.
I have been in touch with Mr. Medhurst lately and am
sorry to learn that he has been ill. I wish him a speedy
recovery. I must thank " The Q.O.G." for the introduction
and hope to meet him personally very soon. We, the 11th
Lewisham Association send greetings to the Editor, " Q.O.G.",
all P. and P. Associations, not forgetting " Tim " Haley, and
all friends of the Association. A happy Christmas and brighter
New Year to you all.
" Private Banks."
REMEMBRANCE DAY
Remembrance Day is one of special significance to the
Association. You see, the Lewisham Battalion was a " Pals' "
Unit. Recruited locally, men were encouraged to join up
together and they lived, trained and fought together—many
died together. A strong feeling of friendship and comradeship
was prevalent, which was always a feature of the Battalion's
History in all things grave and gay, which is still very much
alive today. Losses in battle and in later years were, and still
are, very keenly felt by all, and so it is with great pride that
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llth (Lewisham) Battalion Reunion Dinner, showing part or those present.
we meet each Remembrance Day especially to pay tribute to
our departed " Palsto remember their sacrifice and to
honour their names. It is, therefore, very fitting
that we
should go to that dearly loved church, St. Laurence, Catford,
where, during our training, we assembled Sunday by Sunday
for our Parade Services, 34 years ago. In that sacred building
of so many memories, we glance with pride at the King's
Colour, which has been placed in the care of the church. It
hangs high in a place of honour, a silent symbol of the
sacrifices made by " Lewisham's own heroes," of the great
honour and glory which surround them.
To the last living member of this Association, their
memory will be honoured. This a vow.
It was my duty and honour to represent the Association
at the Service held at the Lewisham Borough Memorial, when
the Mayor, Councillor G. R. D. Bradfield, L.C.C., J.P., accom
panied by the Mayoress, Town Clerk and Council, unveiled a
Plaque to the memory of Lewisham's dead of the last war—
they numbered over a thousand. He made special mention of
the forty who died in Civil Defence, and the school children
who lost their lives locally.
It was a very solemn occasion, and many around were
deeply touched. The Vicar of Lewisham conducted the Ser
vice, assisted by the Congregational Church Minister, and
the Salvation Army Band led the singing of the hymns.
The Mayor, after the Silence, then unveiled the Plaque,
and stood for a few moments in tribute, he then placed his
wreath at the foot of the memorial and was followed by
A.B. John Ray. who placed a floral
tribute to his comrades of
the " Amethyst." Soon all the official wreaths and personal
tributes from the public followed. I recall one woman with
a little girl, with great reverence, placed a small bunch of
flowers amidst the wealth of red poppies. Ones thoughts
wandered in these very touching moments as the girl pipers
played a solemn lament.
As soon as my duties were over I hastened to St. Laurence
Church, where I found nearly fifty comrades waiting to enter.
Many of their wives and friends were with them. The Chair
man of the Association, Capt. R. O. Russell. M.C.. had travelled
from Bexhill, and many others had also travelled long
distances.
Our Padre, Rev. Basil W. B. Matthews, B.A.,
assisted by the Rev. K. P. Schwabacher and full choir, opened
the service with the National Anthem.
The Association
Standard, carried by Alderman Toomer, M.M., escorted by
the ViceChairman. Mr. L. Eves, and Mr. J. Woodhall, wa'si
proudly taken to the Sanctuary and placed on the Altar, and
the Chairman, following, laid a wreath of poppies under the
King's Colour and memorial plaque.
Mr. Len Dawson read the" wellknown British Legion
exhortation very well, in spite of a heavy cold. Mr. Matthews

warmly welcomed the Association, saying that the church was
always proud to have it with them at the remembrance
services. The Air Training Corps was also present in strength
with a good number of the normal congregation. Mr. Matthews
said that if we all individually and collectively adopted the
unselfish mode of living and thinking, it may well, from a
small beginning grow to worldwide force with beneficial
results. It was a simple yet very impressive service and we
left with a sense of pride and gratitude. We stood chatting
in small groups for a while and I was pleased to see the Vicar
talking to them. We stood aside for a moment to allow the
A.T.C. to march of! with a flourish
of drums and bugles, which
took our minds back many years. We then withdrew to the
nearby Railway Tavern, where our pleasure at meeting old
friends once more, was effectively shown. In the evening, at
the Lewisham Hippodiome, several members of the Associa
tion, with their wives and friends, attended the Pageant of
Remembrance, arranged by the Bellingham Garden of
Remembrance. It was a beautiful show and the organizers
have reason for pride at their work, and the Garden Associa
tion should greatly benefit from it.
" Private Banks."
The Association paid tribute to the Church at St.
Laurence, Catford, on Friday, 18th November. 1949. at 8 p.m.,
when at the Festal Service of the Dedication Festival, the
Association Standard, carried by Mr. G. H. Cockell (winner
of the Standard Bearers' Competition at the P. and P.
Reunion last July), escorted by Messrs. S. Lewis (Association
Hon. Secretary) and S. Knight, took part in the Procession of
Clergy and Choir.
This was in appreciation of the valuable help the Clergy
and Church has given the Association in the past year.
Mr. Len Dawson (Hon. Secretary) was also present.
" Private Banks."
OLD COMRADES OF THE 6th

BATTALION MEET AGAIN

Men of the 6th Battalion, who met when the Unit was
formed at the Drill Hall, East Street, Bromley, in 1914, met
there once again on Saturday. 12th November. The occasion
was the Annual Reunion of The Old Comrades' Association.
Rubbing shoulders with them were men of the new 6th
Battalion, who fought in the second world war in North Africa
and Italy.
About 100 veterans of both wars attended.
Experiences of wartime and " civvy" life were swapped over
drinks. Before the Reunion, the business meeting was held.
Lt.Col. Gordon Defrates, D.S.O., M.C., who commanded
the new 6th, presided. He told members the Association was
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in a healthy condition, and the Qommittee had been very
active during the year. The Spring Reunion (Ladies' Night),
held at the Victory Club, Holborn, in May, was enjoyed by all.
They hoped to hold a similar function in 1950, and he looked
forward to meeting the ladies again. The Annual Reunion at
Maidstone iii the summer had a fair representation from the
6th Battalion, but be would like to see more on parade. Those
who had attended voted it a grand day.
He was pleased to welcome back to Bromley Mr. Jones, a
191418 member, who was the first
Hon. Treasurer of the
Association. Two members had received financial
assistance
during the year. In conclusion, he asked if anyone knew of
any exmember of the Battalion who would be in hospital
during Christmas to communicate with the Hon. Secretary,
C. Sayers. The Hon. Treasurer reported a credit balance of
£75/8/0. All Officers were reelected.
During the evening. Col. W. Palmer presented an inscribed
tankard to Mr. L. Pyrke, who, until last year had been Hon.
Secretary of the Association since its formation. A similar
tankard was to have been presented to Mr. V. S. Leather,
who had served for the same period, first as joint Hon. Secre
tary and then as Hon. Treasurer, but illness prevented him
from attending. Mr. L. Pyrke accepted it on his behalf.
C. Sayers,
Hon. Secretary.
EX " B " COMPANY, 5th BATTALION

By the time this reaches print, our Fourth Annual
Reunion Dinner and Dance will be over, and we shall be start
ing immediately on making preparations for our fifth.
The
date and place of the fifth has already been fixed, so we shall
make a start at least, on our sixth by booking up, etc. It is a
fact that these days, in order to secure the best accommodation,
one has to book two years ahead, and it says wonders for the
way we of B Coy. have stuck together that we should be able
to say, with certainty, that our Sixth Reunion, now two years
off. will be every bit as successful as the first.
But more of
that next time.
On November the 5th, a party of us laid a wreath on the
grave of our late Skipper. Major Young. There was no cere
mony, nor was there much said, but we know that the thoughts
of those present were shared by very many who were unable
to be there.
In the evening (the first Saturday in November) we had
our usual meeting at the Drill Hall. I say " usual," but actually
it was a little unusual, for we had more present than we had
had for some considerable time. It was grand to feel that on
this, our own Remembrance Day, there were so many who
thought to come over and join us.
And what a party we had. We were truly representative
of " Penge Detachment " as distinct from B Coy. Drummers,
Signallers, Drivers—they were all there. To name a few, Alf
Pranks, who brought his flute
along; Dick Hale, i/c Signals,
whose lines on this occasion were of the " bee " variety; and
Albert Manvell, whose truck (now laden with sweeping brushes)
lay very close at hand, ready for an immediate standto. Maj.
J. D. was there—I almost said " as usual "—and the way things
are going it may quite easily be " as usual."
We learned, with interest, this evening that the T.A. Club
has again risen from the apparent dead, and that Wally Hill
has relinquished his Treasurership and become Secretary, whilst
our own F.C.J, has taken over the job of Treasurer. As Wally
has recently plunged into the twilight state 'twixt courtship
and marriage (having announced his engagement) it is to be
hoped that his secretarial letters will not always conclude
with a batch of crosses. Johnnie, we know will keep a very
firm hand on the finances,
and we on our part wish them
both the very best of luck.
And that will do for this month, so cheerio, and here's
wishing all members of the P. and P.A. the old, old, wish,
" A merry Christmas and P.N.Y."
" Nightingale."
CHATHAM

BRANCH

The Branch Annual Meeting was held at the Drill Hall on
Monday, 7th November and was opened at 7.45 p.m. by Chair
man Wilkins introducing Mr. S. Stoneham (1st Bn.), as a new
member. There were 26 present and an apology for absence
was received from Mr. Thorn.
Minutes of 3rd October were read and confirmed. Joe
Wright, Hon. Treasurer, submitted his Report and Financial
Statement for the past year showing a very satisfactory state
of affairs. The Treasurer was congratulated and a hearty vote
of thanks accorded him for the manner in which he had
guarded the Branch Finances.
A letter and card from Frank Sutton since his arrival in
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Canada were read and members were pleased to note the good
progress he was already making. Several members expressed
appreciation of the Reunion, held at the Barracks on 29th
October, the success of which reflects great credit on those
responsible for organizing the event.
The Branch was represented at the Remembrance Sunday
Service at Chatham War Memorial and the Standard was
carried at the British Legion Festival of Remembrance on
November 13th, at Chatham Theatre Royal.
Election of Officers : President. Maj. R. W. Brothers; Vice
President. Maj. H. M. Smith; Chairman, Wilkins; Vice
Chairman, Alf Tapp; Secretary and Treasurer, Joe Wright (E.
Dibley offered to assist when necessary); Standard Bearer and
Branch
Correspondent,
G. Anchors;
Committee—Messrs.
Williams, Kennett, Hill, Davidson and Munchin.
Maj. Brothers congratulated the Branch on a very success
ful year. He was pleased to note an increase in membership
and hoped for a much higher percentage of new members
during the coming year. He expressed appreciation of the
work of the Branch Officers and Committee.
Chatham Branch sends greetings for Xmas and the New
Year to all Branches of the Past and Present Association and
to all units of the Regiment and allied Regiments.
The monthly meeting was held at the Drill Hall. Chatham,
on Monday, 5th December.
Apologies for absence were
received from Messrs. Swain, J. Smith and J. Munden.
Chairman Wilkins opened the meeting at 7.45 p.m. Mintues
of previous meeting were read and confirmed. The Secretary/
Treasurer, Joe Wright, submitted the Financial Statement,
which was unanimously approved. Correspondence was read
from Frank Sutton in Canada and Joe Munden. The Standard
Bearer reported that he had attended the Legion Festival of
Remembrance at the Theatre Royal, Chatham, on November
13th, and a vote of thanks was accorded.
The monthly booby prize was won by Alf Tapp. A Food
Parcel from Canada, sent by Frank Sutton, was split up and
raffled. The winners were Maj. Smith and Messrs. Davison and
Williams and the Branch Funds benefited by £1/3/6. Many
thanks, Frank, your gift is appreciated.
Maj. Brothers, Branch President, said he was always happy
to be among Old Comrades of the Regiment. He wished all
members of the Branch a happy Xmas and a prosperous New
Year and hoped the New Year would see many new additions
to the Branch and that 1950 would be an even more successful
year than 1949. The meeting concluded with the usual chin
wag over a pint of " wallop " and members were reminded
that the next meeting is January 2nd.
G. Anchors,
Branch Correspondent.
LONDON

BRANCH

Here we are once again, but first
I must record the great
success of the social, which we held at our Headquarters on
Friday, November 18th. About 40 members turned up to this
function, some with their wives, some with their ladyfriends,
and I think I can quite safely say that all had a very enjoy
able evening.
We welcomed Col. Palmer. Col. B. L. Clay—the latter has
now become a member of the London Branch, also Maj. J. D.
Stocker, M.C., of the 5th Bn., B Coy., Penge; he also paid his
subscription as a Life Member, i might add that at our
meeting last Friday. 25th. I was asked when we would be
having our next social. Also it would not be fair if I did not
say thank you to the Entertainment Committee, led by that
able and hardworking man, Mr. L. Remfrey.
We held our monthly meeting on Friday, 25th November,
at our Headquarters, " The Spread Eagle," Grosvenor Road.
London, S.W.l, about 30 members turned up. We welcomed
five new members at this meeing, namely, Maj. J. D. Stocker,
M.C., Mr. F. Dixon, Mr. J. J. S. Pattenden, Mr. A. Johnson,
Mr. L. W. Satchell. The Chairman wished them luck and
hoped their stay with the Branch would be long and happy. At
this meeting we held our Christmas raffle, the proceeds of
which go to the Sports Fund; a grand total of £4/9/6 was col
lected. so thanks again, you loyal members, for your support.
The prize winners were, bottle gin to Sgt. Baker.' 10/ to Mrs.
Sheehan. also 40 cigarettes to the same winner. The Enter
tainment Committee received instructions from the Chairman
and members to book seats at a show in London for the New
Year.
The next meeting was arranged for December 30th. At
the closure of the meeting the Chairman wished all members
a merry Christmas.
We wish all Past and Present Members of " The Queen's
Own " a merry Christmas and a bright and happy New Year.
W. A. Cole.
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MAIDSTONE BRANCH
Some members of the Branch have spent two quite enjoy
able evenings when they helped to complete' the very depleted
Depot Sgts'. Mess games team. The first
was on the 16th
November versus the West Maidstone Constitutional Club,
where, in spite of losing most of the games, a very pleasant
evening was held, which terminated amid very great excite
ment in the Sgts'. Mess maintaining their skill at " Tipit,"
by winning 21 points to 20. On the 26th November members
were invited to watch a football match at the Depot and take
tea in the N.A.A.F.I. after the match. Later in the evening
another social and games evening was held, at which the Mess
held their own. but failed completely in the halfway game of
" Tipit " that concluded the evening. Again our thanks are
due to R.S.M. Hayley, who always kindly invites our members
to partake in these very pleasant little affairs that are held
from time to time. In the latter part of the evening, in the
match played on 16th November, an exhibition of snooker was
given by " Hookey" Walker and Sam Ludford.
All who
watched were amazed at the skill displayed. Sam, in his first
five strokes, only gave away 11 points. What poise and stance.
" Hookey" sent the " white" around the table four times
and never hit anything. It is understood that both are
seriously contemplating entering the Snooker Championships
next season.
A few of the members, with the Branch Standard and
escort, attended Remembrance Day Services at the Cenotaph
in Maidstone on the morning of 6th November, and a special
exservicemen's service, which was held in All Saints' Church,
in the afternoon. The Standard was also carried at a Festival
of Remembrance, held at the Corn Exchange, Maidstone, on
9th November, 1949.
The usual monthly meeting, which was well attended, was
held on 18th November. This was a very special occasion for
" Maxy" (Mr. H. W. Maxlow), who recently had to resign as
Hon. Secretary. In appreciation of his excellent work, the
Branch had obtained an excellent tankard, suitably engraved,
to record his good work. With a few words of thanks on
behalf of the Branch by the Chairman, he called on Mr. Fred
Farrington to make the actual presentation, which was done
in the correct manner, amid much applause. We are all pleased
to hear that " Maxy " is temporarily employed at Gillingham,
so we hope to see him around quite often. Among other
points raised were cricket fixtures,
1950; visit to The Royal
Tournament next June; fixing of a games evening versus a team
at East Pcckham early in 1950, at " The Walnut Tree." where
our worthy member, "Chris." Foster, is mine host. We were
glad to see " Chris." at the meeting and sincerely hope the
time is not far distant when he will be fully recovered from
his recent illness. One other small point was white gloves for
the Standard escorts. These have been promised by one of
our members.
On the 29th November the Branch scored another success
in the Inter Exservicemen's Indoor Games Tournament, when
they beat the R.A.S.C. (Kent Companies) Old Comrades'
Association team by 8 points to 5. They have a very good darts
team and easily defeated our team of experts, who were
selected as the best from the many members who turned up
for the evening. It is a pity all could not be given the oppor
tunity of taking part in the actual games, but their encourage
ment to the competitiors had quite good effect on our team.
It was rather an exciting finish,
as the last game (billiards)
depended on whether we would win the match or not. Bill
Ladell brought out his best form and won the game and match
comfortably for us. We have now two wins out of three to
our credit.
As is customary at this festive season, the Branch take
the opportunity of wishing the President and all members of
" The Queen's Own " Past and Present Association and all
members of the Regiment, wherever they may be. A Very
Happy Christmas and New Year.

SHORNE BRANCH
The Shorne Branch held its 3rd Annual Reunion Supper
at the " Rose and Crown " on Thursday. 3rd November. Lt. F.
Carpenter, presiding, submitted the Loyal Toast.
Col. F. C. Stigant said he was pleased and proud to see
such enthusiasm and discipline and hoped they would still
maintain the same spirit of comradeship that existed during
the dark days of the war. A. E. Swaisland spoke next on the
progress of the Branch. He announced that an order had been
placed for a new Standard, which would be delivered shortly.
A meeting would be called to appoint a Standard Bearer in
preparation for the Dedication Service at Shorne Church. The

Vicar (Rev. C. W. Good. M.A.) said the Standard could repose
in the church for all time hut would always be available for
the Branch when required.
A. E. Swaisland stated that The Queen's Own Royal West
Kent Regimental Band would give a concert in the Shorne
Village Hall on 25th January, 1950, singer would be Mr. F.
Calvert (bass).
Thirty members attended the Supper, including Lts. V. and
H. Davys. Music was provided by Mr. A. E. Swaisland at the
piano. Mr. Berry organized competitions. Prize winners were
Messrs. Bone, Webb, Wallis and Parish. Votes of thanks were
accorded to Mr. and Mrs. A. J. Sangster, of the " Rose and
Crown," who were in charge of the catering arrangements.
There was a good muster on Armistice Sunday for the
Church Parade. After the Service a poppy wreath was placed
on the War Memorial by R. C. Bone (President). It was very
encouraging to see that 24 members were wearing their Regi
mental ties, which are always obtainable on application to
A. E. Swaisland, " Dairy Farm."
Swaisland.
SHORNCLIFFE AND DISTRICT
The monthly meeting for October, of the above Branch
was held on Wednesday, the 26th October, 1949.
The Chair was taken by our new Chairman. Col. I. R.
Lovell.
Also present were the President of the Branch. Lt.Col.
A. Martyn, eight Past members and 16 Serving members.
During the course of the proceedings Col. Lovell thanked
the members of the Branch for the honour they had done him
in electing him their Chairman. He assured those present that
it would not be due to a want of effort on his part if the
Branch did not take on a " new lease of life " and he hoped
that Past members of the Regiment who so far had not
appeared at any of our meetings would make an effort to
do so.
Our Branch was represented at the Remembrance Day
Thanksgiving Service, held at the Folkestone War Memorial,
on Sunday, November 6th, together with many other ex
Service Associations.
The following Past members were present: Lt.Col. I. R.
Lovell (Chairman), Mr. E. Elvy (Secretary), Messrs. A. Pope.
J. Pope, Hunt, Reynolds, Solley and Mr. Shrubb with the
Branch Standard.
As Mr. Rouse, our oldest member, was unable to lay the
wreath on our behalf, the Branch Secretary placed it at the
foot, of the War Memorial, together with those of the other
Associations.
Lt.Col. Martyn announced that a Regimental Remem
brance Service was being held in the Garrison Church, Shorn
cliffe on Sunday. 13th" November, and he extended a very
cordial invitation to all members of the Branch to attend. He
would see that accommodation was reserved for them and their
wives. I am told that a very impressive service did take place
and the following Past members were present: Lt.Col. A.
Martyn (President). Lt.Col. I. R. Lovell (Chairman), Mr. E.
Elvy (Secretary), Mr. and Mrs. Wanstall, Messrs. Cook, Adams,
Reynolds, Solley.
A proposition was put forward by Lt.Col. Theobald that
a dance should be run by the Branch and be held at a date
in the near future. The necessary working committee having
been elected. Lt.Col. Martyn promised to make available every
thing he could to ensure that our venture was a success, but
financially
the affair was entirely our responsibility.
Our Secretary during the evening announced that Mrs.
Elvy had kindly knitted a pullover which she wished to present
to the Branch. The Chairman in accepting this generous gift,
thanked Mrs. Elvy and after discussing how best to utilise this
gift for the benefit of the Branch it was agreed that the pull
over be raffled at the dance.
After the meeting had closed and the usual little groups
were gathered around, a suggestion was made, I believe by the
Assistant Adjutant, that light refreshments wouldn't be amiss
during, our meetings. Lt.Col. Martyn unhesitatingly agreed,
and promptly made arrangements for the suggestion to be put
into effect. Should any of our passive members read this
correspondence, I trust that they will at least come along and
have a cup of " char " with us.
All members of the Branch wish Past and Present members
of the Regiment a very happy Christmas and a prosperous
New Year.
" Cushy."
Eighth Army Veteran :
" Did you ever hear the joke
about the Egyptian guide who showed a group of tourists two
skulls of Tutankhamen—one when he was a boy and the other
when he was a man ? "
Irishman : " No, let's hear it."
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