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THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT (50th and 97th)
" Quo Fas et Gloria ducunt." The Sphinx superscribed " Egypt."
T h e W h i t e Horse of K e n t w i t h m o t t o " I n v i c t a . "
" V i m i e r a , " " C o r u n n a , " " A l m a r e z , " " V i t t o r i a , " "Pyrenees," " N i v e , "
"Orthes,"
"Peninsula,"
"Punniar,"
"Moodkee,"
"Ferozeshah,"
"Aliwal,"
"Sobraon,"
"Alma,"
" I n k e r m a n , " Sevastopol," " L u c k n o w , " " N e w Zealand," " E g y p t , 1882,"
" N i l e , 188485," " S o u t h Africa, 190002" " A f g h a n i s t a n , 1919."

The Great War—18 Battalions.—" M o n s , " "Le Cateau," "Retreat from Mons," "Marne, 1914," "Aisne, 1914," "La Bassee, 1914,"
"Messines, 1914, '17" "Ypres, 1914, '15, '17, '18," "Hill 60," "Gravenstafel," "St. Julien," "Frezenberg," "Loos,"
"Somme, 1916 '18," "Albert, 1916, '18," "Bazentin," "Delville
Wood," "Poziers," "Guillemont,"
"FlersCourcelette,"
"Morval," "Thiepval," "Le Transloy," "Ancre Heights," "Ancre, 1916, '18," "Arras, 1917, '18." "Vimy, 1917," "Scarpe, 1917,"
"Oppy," "Pilcken," "Langemarck, 1917," Menin Road," "Polygon Wood," "Broodseinde," "Passchendaele," "Cambrai,
1917, '18" "St. Quentin," "Rosieres," "Avre," "Villers Bretonneux," "Lys," "Hazebrouck," "Kemmel," "Ameins," "Bpaume,
1918," "Hindenburg Line," "Epehy," "Canal du Nord," "St. Quentin Canal," "Courtrai," "Selle," "Sambre," "France and
Flanders, 1914-18," "Italy, 191718," "Suvla," "Landing at Suvla," "Scimitar Hill," "Gallipoli, 1915," "Rumani," "Egypt,
1915-16," " G a z a , " "El Mughar," "Jerusalem," "Jericho," "Tell 'Asur," "Palestine, 1917-18," "Defence of K u t el A m a r a , "
" S h a r q a t , " "Mesopotamia, 191518."
Second World War—"Defence of Escaut," "Foret de Nieppe," " N o r t h - W e s t Europe, 1940," "Alam el Haifa, " E l A l a m e i n , "
"Djebel Aboid," "Djebel Azzag, 1942," "Oued Zarga," "Djebel Ang," "Medjez Plain," "Longstop Hill, 1943." "Si Abdallah," "North
Africa, 194243," "Centuripe," "Monte Rivoglia," "Sicily, 1943," "Termoli," "San Salvo," "The Sangro," "Romagnoli," "Impos
sible Bridge," "Villa Grande," "Cassino," "Castle Hill," "Lin Valley," "Piedimonte Hill," "Trasimene Line," "Arezzo, 'Advance
to Florence." "Monte Scalari." "Casa Fortis," "Rimini Line," "Savio Bridgehead," "Monte Pianoereno,
Monte_ Spaduio,
"The Senio," "Argenta Gap," "Italy, 194345," "Greece, 194445," "Leros," "Malta, 194042," "North Arakan,
Razabil,
Mayu
Tunnels," "Defence of Kohima," "Taungtha," "Sittang, 1945," "Burma, 19434o.
ColonelinChief

: H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.

Colonel of the Regiment : LieutenantGeneral Sir William Oliver, K.C.B., O.B.E., D.L.
Deputy Colonel of the Regiment : MajorGene'ral D. E. B. Talbot, C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C.
O.C.. Regimental Depot, Major G. U. Weymouth, M.B.E.
A l l i e d Regiments o f t h e Canadian A r m y :

1st Bn„ Royal New Brunswick Regiment—ColonelinChief : H.M. The Queen.
The Essex and Kent Scottish Regiment
A l l i e d Regiment of t h e New Zealand Forces :

The Canterbury Regiment.
Regular a n d T e r r i t o r i a l B a t t a l i o n s :

1st Bn. (50tli and 97th Foot)

British Forces Post Office 53,

4th/5th Bn. (T.A.)—Tollbridge.
U n i t s of t h e A r m y Cadet Force a f f i l i a t e d :

1st A.C.F. Bn., Maidstone.

2nd. A.C.F. Bn., Tunbridge Wells.

"The Queen's Own Gazette" is published monthly.
Subscription : The rates, payable in advance to the Editor, are as follows : Officers, 9/ per annum, post free; Other
Ranks, 5/ per annum, post free.
The Editor is always glad to receive articles and items of news suitable for publication. Address MSS. direct to the
Editor, The Barracks, Maidstone.
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QEMtorial

I

N reply to a telegram of greeting addressed to our
ColonelinChief, Her Royal Highness The Duchess of
Kent, on the occasion of her birthday, the following reply
was received by the Colonel of the Regiment.
" I thank you and All Ranks my Regiment for your
kind message which I much appreciate.
Marina, ColonelinChief.
*
*
*
*
The Colonel of the Regiment has appointed Major
General D. E. B. Talbot, C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C., Deputy
Colonel of the Regiment.
*

*

*

*

We publish this month the first half of The 4th
Battalion The Queen's Own (T.A.) 18591959, which has
been written by our Regimental Historian. Lt.Col. H. D.
Chaplin, to commemorate the centenary of its formation.
The second half will be published next month.
*

*

*

*

A Christmas Greeting from our ColonelinChief was
received by the Chairman of the Past and Present Associa
tion who sent a Christmas Card to Her Royal Highness
on behalf of the Members of the Association.
*

*

*

*

Mess Livery
Anyone who can give details of the dress worn by the
Mess Staff at any time between 1890 and 1914 is requested
to write to the Editor.
*

*

*

*

We are indebted to the Editors of the Daily Telegraph
and Kentish Express for the loan of some of the blocks
used in this issue.
*

*

*

*

Officers Dress
1 At the Council of Colonels' meeting held on 5th
December, 1958, it was finally agreed that: —
(a) Messrs. Herbert Johnson Ltd., 38, New Bond
Street, London, W.l should be the accredited and
approved suppliers of all Brigade headdress; and
that
(b) the Service Dress Cap, of an agreed design and pat
tern, should be supplied to all requiring such a
Cap, with effect from 1st January 1959.
2 The Home Counties Brigade capbadge and but
tons, although held by Messrs. Herbert Johnson, Ltd., will
not be fitted by them, neither will they be worn by anyone,
until 1st April, 1960.
3. Dress Regulations are being amended accordingly.
*
*
*
*
Regimental Diaries
There are still a few Regimental Diaries available
for sale, any remaining at the end of this month will have
to be returned.
Plexide bound diary
4s. 4d.
Refills
2s. lOd.
*

*

*

*

We offer the Kent Messenger, who celebrate their
centenary this month, our warmest congratulations and best
wishes for continued success and prosperity.

Mr. Adgie, one of the oldest employees, who has been
working with the Kent Messenger for the last 61 years,
says the Queen's Own Gazette was being printed by them
before his time.
Looking back through the old bound copies of the
Gazette, all we can find is that the last issue to be printed
on the Regimental Press in the Barracks was in September,
1895, so we presume the Kent Messenger have been print
ing our Journal since 1896. A very long and happy
association.
*

*

*

*

It is with deep regret that we hear of the retirement of
Mr. Prichard from the Kent Messenger. He has been put
ting the Queen's Own Gazette together since 1912. (1 am
afraid I do not know the correct term for this, but believe
me, it is far more tricky than a crossword puzzle). There
was a break during the First World War, when he served
with the 2nd Battalion in Mesopotamia.
As Editor, I have a lot to thank Mr. Prichard for. His
everready advice and long suffering has been invaluable,
and we shall sadly miss him.
We wish him a long and happy retirement.



Social and Personal
We are sorry to have to report that a number of
officers have been, and some still are, in Hospital during
the past month.
Brigadier Roddy Fyler was flown home from Singa
pore last month and is in hospital in London, suffering
from the aftermath of pleurisy.
Captain Victor Abplanalp is in Millbank Hospital.
Major LewisBarned has just been discharged from the
West Kent Hospital, Maidstone, and is now recovering
from a serious operation. He will be convalescing at
Osborne House in the Isle of Wight.
And finally, Major Bob Sivers was flown over from
Alderney with a suspected " slipped disc." It is rumoured
that he cleared a halfacre of jungle from his garden in one
day. He has been encased in a plaster jacket and is now
back in Alderney.
We wish them all a speedy recovery.
*

*

*

*

The following have signed the Colonel of the Regi
ment Book:—
Major Ian Macmillan, who is home on leave, and
Chris Champion, who is attending a course, are both serv
ing with the 1st Battalion.
L. A. S. Tizard has just completed his Short Service
Regular Commission and is now on the R.A.R.O. list.
Major Robert Moss who has travelled south from his
School in Giggleswick.
Capt. Hugh El well, who served with the 1st Battalion
in Malaya.
Finally, we welcome B. Humphreys on first appoint
ment; he has been posted to 7 Trg. Battalion R.E.M.E.,
Barton Stacey.
Tony Heatley, who is serving with 3 Para., and Ted
Taylor from the 1st Battalion, have both visited the Depot
recently.
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The book in the Depot Sergeant's Mess contains only
the name of C.S.M. Smith who is home on leave from the
1st Battalion.
*

*

*

*

The book from the Depot Guard Room on the other
hand, contains two pages of names and addresses. The
majority, I suspect, are the parents of Recruits. The only
exmembers of the Regiment 1 can see are F. Malyon,
Funnel and S. R. Fenwick.

+

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
76, Valence Road,
Braunstone,
Leicester.
Dear Editor,
After reading the Buster after some 17 year's lapse, I
was deeply moved to find that Busty Cannacott, Charlie
Bruce (my old Colour bloke) and the Dumbrells were men
tioned. May I take this opportunity of wishing them all a
Happy New Year. Much water has flowed under the
bridge since I left the Queen's Own in Malta to join the
Paratroops, but it certainly is nice to know that some of
the old " Indian Wallers " still exist. As for myself I am
in excellent health and blessed with a wonderful wife and
three beautiful daughters. By the way, Dusky Maslin, how
about dropping me a line, and you, Gunboat Parry, and
for the sake of Gunboat, Joe Hunter is still alive and
kicking and resides in the Isle of Wight. Thanks, Gunboat,
for all the lessons you gave me in the gentle art of self
defence. It was a pleasure and I enjoyed every moment
of it.
Well, I guess this is all for now, so I will finish by
saying, if any of you guys, Busty Cannacot, Charlie Bruce,
Dumbrells, Darky Maslin or Gunboat are in Leicester at
any time, please look me up. I can assure you of a homely
welcome and a nice cup of tea.
Cheerio chaps,
TED. GAZZARD.

Royal United Service Institution,
Whitehall, S.W.l.
22nd December, 1958.
Dear Sir,
May I thank you very much for sending us the
December issue of "The Queen's Own Gazette." We are
very glad to receive this and to add it to our fine collection
of Regimental Journals which we exhibit in the Reading
Room of the Institution. We trust we may receive future
issues.
Should any of your officers, who are interested, care
to visit the Institution when they happen to be in London,
I shall be delighted to show them round the place myself.
Your Colonel, Sir William Oliver, has long been a
member and was in here last week.
Best wishes for Christmas and the New Year, and
again, many thanks for sending the Journal.
Yours sincerely,
JOHN STEPHENSON,
Librarian.

Armouries,
Windsor, Ont.
8th December, 1958.
Dear General Oliver,
Since returning to Canada we
have been engaged in a fast round of
Regimental activities which seem to
have piled up in our absence.
A week following our return we
held our Officers' Mess Dinner at our
Chatham Garrison Armoury, Kent
County.
As you know, some four and
onehalf years ago, The Essex Scot
tish amalgamated with the Kent
Regiment and it was quite natural
that many former Officers and Commanding Officers of the
Kent Regiment were present for the affair.
It seemed quite fitting to lodge the beautiful painting,
that you so generously donated to the Regiment, in the
Officers' Mess at Chatham. I charged Lt.Col. Godlin,
exCommanding Officer, The Kent Regiment, with the
responsibility of properly hanging the picture. Strangely
enough, he was in command of The Kents when they were
on guard duty in Halifax during the past war and he clearly
defined the actual location where the painting originated.
We shall long remember our trip to Maidstone and
your generous hospitality in looking after us. The day
following our visit to the Depot, I had the honour of being
received by H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent and as you sug
gested, told her of our toast to her on the night previous
as " our" ColonelinChief. This seemed to please her
very much.
Our new Area Commander for Western Ontario,
Brigadier F. A. Clift, D.S.O., E.D., C.D., was present at our
Mess Dinner in Chatham and during conversation I men
tioned your name. He recalled your visit to Canada some
time ago when he had the pleasure of meeting you. At
that time he was Director of Army Personnel. He asked
me to send you his very warmest regards.
I do hope that you will soon have the opportunity of
again visiting Canada and when this happy event does take
place, we would be honoured to have the privilege of
welcoming you in Windsor and Chatham.
Best regards to you and all Officers of the Queen's Own
Royal West Kent Regiment.
LT.COL. K. S. KERSEY,
Officer Commanding The Essex & Kent Scottish.
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PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS

GOLDEN
MR.

Extracts from London Gazette

REGULAR ARMY
2/Lt. N.

Pearce (451303) to be Lt., 21st December, 1958.

Regular Army Reserve of Officers
Short Service Commission
Lt. L. A. S. Tizard (445644) from Active List, to be Lt.,
10th December, 1958, retaining his present seniority.
2/Lt. 1. J. B. Walker (452660) from Reg. Army Nat. Serv.
List, to be 2/Lt., 12th October, 1958, with seniority
18th May, 1957.

WEDDING

AND

MRS.

W.

OF
DAVIS

A

S a young soldier, Mr. William Davis went all over
the world—China, South Africa, Ceylon, Singapore
and France.
But the Boer War veteran returned home to marry the
young lady who lived only two doors away from his parents"
home in Bermondsey. The year was 1909. On January
2nd, Mr. and Mrs. Davis celebrated their golden wedding
at their home, 14, Kings Cottages, Nettlestead.
" 1 think we shall celebrate with a day if I can manage
it," says 78yearsold Mr. Davis, an exmember of the
Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, who has been
ill for a couple of months.

Joined in 1899

National Service Lists
23433580 Cadet Alan Jack Andrews (458295) to be 2/Lt.,
18th October, 1958.
2/Lt. Alan Jack Andrews (458295) from Reg. Army Nat.
Serv. List, to be 2/Lt., 13th November, 1958 for ser
vice with the Ghana Army.

Army Emergency Reserve of Officers
2/Lt. B. P. Jeremiah (452819) from Reg. Army Nat. Serv.
List to be 2/Lt., 25th October, 1958, with seniority,
1st June, 1957.

TERRITORIAL ARMY
National Service List
2/Lt. W. G. Leckie (453016) from Reg. Army Nat. Serv.
List to be 2/Lt., 11th November, 1958, with seniority
15th June, 1957.
2/Lt. T. J. B. Locker (452435) to be Lt., 4th January, 1959.
2/Lt. R. C. Robertson (452445) to be Lt., 4th January,
1959.
2/Lt. P. G. Birch (451890) from Reg. Army Nat. Serv.
List to be 2/Lt., 16th September, 1958.
2/Lt. P. G. Birch (451890) to be Lt., 4th December, 195.8.
Capt. T. J. R. Robson (410260) is placed on the Unattd.
List, 5th November, 1958.

Territorial Army Reserve of Officers
Major A. H. Ford (262171) having exceeded the age limit,
ceases to belong to the T.A. Res. of Officers, 24th
December, 1958, retaining the rank of Major.

Emergency Commissions
All officers holding Emergency Commissions in Her
Majesty's Land Forces who have been released from Mili
tary duty and have attained the age of 45 years on 31st
December, 1958, relinquish such commissions with effect
from that date and are granted as from that date the
honorary rank which was officially notified to them on
their release from active military duty.

*
Subscriptions rates :—
Officers 9/, per annum, post free;
Other Ranks 5/ per annum, post free;
Single Copies 5d., post free.

Mr. Davis joined the Regiment in 1899 and left after
eight years. The first war called him back again and this
time he served until 1920.
He is a proud Old Contemptible, who was wounded in
France, brought back to England to recover, and shipped
out to the trenches for a second time.
Mr. and Mrs. Davis, who have one son, have lived in
Nettlestead for nine years. Before that they lived in Boxley
Road, Maidstone.
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BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, DEATHS
BIRTH
PENNELLS.—On 31st December, 1958, at Tonbridge
Weils Maternity Home, to Joy (nee Storey) and
Donovan Pennells, a son (Jason Piers) brother for
Stephen and Bryher.
DEATHS
CARR.—On the 13th December, 1958, at Linton Hospital,
Maidstone, Mr. B. F. Carr, age 89 years.
TUTT.—On the 15th December, 1958. in Maidstone, Mr.
A. D. Tutt.
HAST1E.—William, formerly of Monckton's Avenue, at
St. Thomas' Hospital, London, on December 10th,
1958. Cremated at Charing, December 16th.
ANTHONY.—On the 19th December, 1958, at the Star and
Garter Home, Richmond, Surrey, Mr. B. B. Anthony,
late 11th (Lewisham) Battalion The Queen's Own
Royal West Kent Regiment.
HUNT.—On the 8th January, 1959, Mr. A. W. D. Hunt,
late Bandmaster, 2nd Battalion The Queen's Own
Royal West Kent Regiment (19141928).
GOLDEN

WEDDINGS

BURROWS—MURRAY.—On December 26th, 1908, at St.
Mary's, Dover, by the Rev. E. R. Day, S.C.F.,
Douglas Burrows to Edith Murray. Present address:
The Royal Hospital, Chelsea.
MR. & MRS. W. DAVIES.—Married on 2nd January,
1909, Mr. and Mrs. Davies celebrated their golden
wedding this month. Mr. Davies joined the Regiment
in J 899 and left after eight years. He rejoined during
the first world war and served until 1920.
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LIEUTENANTCOLONEL A. C. CORFE, D.S.O. (DECEASED)

W

ITHIN a few days of the issue of this number of the
Q.O.G. will fall the Tenth Anniversary of the death
of Col. Corfe who commanded the Eleventh Battalion for
a considerable period of its existence. Those who served
under him or otherwise knew him, will, therefore, perhaps
find of interest some brief recollections of a personal
nature of this outstanding personality.
To begin with, one cannot help but feel how typical
(if one may so use the term) was his actual death. Already
a sufferer from Angina Pectoris, he had greatly overtaxed
his heart by rushing round to the various " S.O.S." Society
Hostels under his care, to ensure that his beloved " down
and outs " had a really Happy Christmas and Bright New
Year. He admitted to this " foolishness " in his last letter
to my wife and me. But nevertheless, instead of resting,
he was actively concerning himself with the details and
arrangements for the 11th Battalion O.C.A. Social and
Ladies' evening to be held in a few days' time. To this
end, our Hon. Sec. Len Dawson was with him and it was
in his presence that the Colonel succumbed to his final
heart attack that same evening.
*

*

*

*

One wonders how many "Eleventh" fellows, who
know him chiefly as a "fighter," realise what a love the
Colon! had for gardens and flowers. During the many
weekends he stayed with us at Felbridge, he was always
keen to go along to Mr. Hanbury's famous rockgardens at
East Grinstead—acres of it, in natural surroundings—and
wander round admiring them and discussing them with
the owner. There were always hundreds of different plants
in bloom at all times of the year, to say nothing of the
orchids, and they gave immense joy to the Colonel.
At other times, we would go over to Gravetye, the
home of William Robinson, whose book on gardening
was the Text Book on the subject for many, many years.
Here, it was chiefly the marvellous lilyponds, the enor
mous and variedcoloured wistarias and the fantastic show
of roses which most pleased him. But he loved and
admired them all.
The attractive garden he made in the yards at the
back of the Camden Town Hostel were proof of his taste
arid ability in the field of horticulture. It is to be hoped
that it has been kept as he made and left it.
*

*

*

*

We all know what a fine rugger player he was. How
many know that he was an extremely good tennis player,
too? Many a tussle have we had on the Felbridge Place
courts—and what a devil of a job it was to beat him,
because what he lacked in agility he made up for in height
and reach.
Darts, too. Once when we were taking him over to
Bossingham to see his father who was then staying there,
we called at Biddenden for a prelunch drink at one of
the ancient pubs there. It was always the Public Bar with
the C.O., for that's where he found the interesting country
characters with whom he loved to chat. We were soon
invited to 301up for pints (the old technique for free beer
df the locals). I wasn't too bad at it, not up to pub
standard, perhaps, but the Colonel could throw the pro
verbial " nifty " dart, to the astonishment and chagrin of
the challengers.

What a fine chap we found his father to be, too. In
looks, the spit of Sir Oliver Lodge; in attainments, though
in a different field, not far short of him, possibly. It was
a very hot day, I recollect, and it was planned to have a
picnic lunch on the Downs at the back of the farm. I can
still see this grand old man of 80odd stepping forth up
the hill carrying a bucket of water with three bottles of
beer immersed therin ... You can't drink this stuff un
less it's cooled," he said.
*

*

*

*

What would you think would be the proudest moment
in the life of a man with three D.S.O's.? Not a visit to
Buckingham Palace. No. Colonel Corfe would aver that
it was the evening after the All Blacks had beaten England,
$£h£a his huge form was recognised as the hero of the
match as he walked down the gangway at the old Empire
Music Hall and the audience rose and cheered him.
What honour of his many would you think he
valued most? It was the presentation to him of a silver
salver after the 1914/18 War by his fellow prisonersof
war at Graudenz, for whom he had done so much and
fought so hard.
Like so many folk from the Colonies (as we used to
call them) he had lived on and among horses from youth
upwards. Like them, too, he looked upon the average
English rider with faint derision. But, after serving with
such horsemasters as Major Beadle and dear old Bain ton,
he rather retreated from that attitude and, in fact, would be
pleased to tell of my own particular proudest moment,
which was a feat of horsemanship!
>

*

*

*

*

We shall never know now of the many details of his
life during the ten years he was in the Balkans as deputy
to Dr. Nansen in the Repatriation of the Balkan Peoples
under the League of Nations. Apart from the exercise
of supreme tact and of meticulous organisation, the risks
were considerable, in view of the activities of the various
Secret Societies. Actually, at one time we found it neces
sary to be "in" on both the Bulgarian and the Greek
Societies at the same time. His memoirs of this period of
his life would have made intensely interesting reading, but,
although he did commence to collate some of the data,
he never got down to the task.
Although he always looked upon The Eleventh as his
big family, for long periods he had little actual family
life as we know it, for the members of his own family have
nearly always been scattered over the globe—and still are.
Bill, farming near Johannesburg, Angela in Budapest,
Ursula (who was born while we were at Spoil Bank) and
her mother in New Zealand, Jim with ShellMex in Nor
way. He, by the way, has sent his best wishes for 1959 to
the members of The Eleventh O.C.A.
We, in turn, wish them well and retain, with them,
the memory of a man outstanding in many fields of life.
R.O.R.

_+

Subscriptions rates:—
Officers 9/, per annum, post free;
Other Ranks 5/ per annum, post free;
Single Copies 5d., post free.
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THE 4th BATTALION THE QUEEN'S OWN
18591959
By LieutenantColonel H. D. Chaplin.
" A nation that has no pride in its ancestry has no
hope of posterity."
1

BIRKENHEAD.

THE RIFLE VOLUNTEERS
LTHOUGH the British are a peaceloving people, they
are firm believers in selfdefence. That is why our
ancestors were skilled in the use of the long bow, and we,
in this nuclear age, are developing the hydrogen bomb. It
is also the reason why Volunteer units can always be
speedily raised to defend our shores at times of national
peril. Of no county is this truer than Kent, which faces
the lands from which invaders would come.
Strangely enough, Volunteer units were not recognised
by Act of Parliament until 1794, when an invasion by
France seemed to be imminent. Among the units raised
for that emergency were The Maidstone Volunteer Infantry
Regiment and a volunteer contingent at Bromley. When
the period of danger came to an end with the abdication
of Napoleon in 1814, Parliament voted its thanks to the
Volunteers and ordered them to hand in their arms. Most
of the units were disbanded, though some of them may
have remained in existence as Rifle Clubs.
During the Crimean War (18541856) there was much
concern in England because of the lack of trotops for Home
defence. In 1859 an Act of Parliament was passed which
authorised the formation of Rifle Volunteer Corps. These
were to "provide their own arms and equipment and
defray all expenses attending the corps except in case of
being called upon for active service." Each corps was a
local and independent unit with liberty to choose its own
uniform. The members were not subject to military law.
The officers received their commissions from the Lord
Lieutenant of their county.
There is unbroken historical continuity between these
Rifle Volunteer Corps and existing Territorial units.
In Kent the Rifle Volunteer Corps were usually the
outcome of inaugural meetings, which took place in such
halls as the Assembly Rooms of the Royal Sussex Hotel
at Tunbridge Wells. Typical of these meetings was that
held at Maidstone on August 29th, 1859. Many well
known local personages were present. The flags of the
old Maidstone Volunteer Infantry Regiment were draped
on each side of the chairman. It was decided that enrol
ment should begin forthwith, and that drills should be
carried out on two mornings and two evenings a week at
the Grammar School or on the square of the Militia Bar
racks in Union Street. Lord Romney, the Lord
Lieutenant, offered a piece of ground in Mote Park for
use as a rifle range.
Many of the Volunteers supplied their own uniform,
the cost of which was normally about £4. Some of them
also paid subscriptions. For example, at Westerham the
Captain subscribed £5, the Lieutenant and Ensign £2 each,
and the other ranks 10/ each. In many places there were
honorary members; those at Tunbridge Wells paid an
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annual subscription of not less than £1, or a donation of
£10. Local inhabitants often assisted by giving generous
donations.
The Rifle Volunteer Corps were numbered in each
county according to the date of their formation. In Kent
the first corps to be raised, as was right and proper, was in
the county town of Maidstone. The 2nd Corps was formed
at Ramsgate; the 3rd at Lee, near Blackheath. Next to
be raised were a Subdivision at Greenwich and a corps
at Woolwich Town. Then followed two corps at Canter
bury. The eighth contingent was a Subdivision at
Tonbridge. Altogether, 45 corps were raised in the county.
The Subdivision at Tonbridge was formed in
December 1859. It attained the status of a corps two
months later, being the 14th in order of precedence. From
the start it was commanded by Lieutenant The Right
Honourable Charles Stewart, Viscount Hardinge, formerly
a major in the Kent Artillery Militia. He was the eldest son
of FieldMarshal Viscount Henry Hardinge, who had been
Colonel of The 97th or Earl of Ulster's Regiment from 1833
to 1843 and GovernorGeneral of India from 1844 to 1848.
Seme of the FieldMarshal's horse furniture and two of
the guns captured from the Sikhs during the Sutlej Cam
paign (18451846) are in the Regimental Museum. These
guns may have been seized by The 50th or The Queen's
Own Regiment at the Battle of Moodkee or at the Battle
of Aliwal.
The corps with which we are chiefly concerned are: —
1st (Maidstone). 29th August, 1859. Capt. E. Scott, Lt. W.
Moore and Ensign L. D. Wigan.
11th (Farnborough). 24th January, 1860. Capt. M.
Lubbock, Lt. E. O. Berens and Ensign W. Darwin.
14th (Tonbridge). 2nd December, 1859. Lt. Viscount C. S.
Hardinge and Ensign H. D. Streatfield.
17th (Tunbridge Wells). 29th February, 1860. Capt. C. J.
Fisher, Lt. J. S. Wigg and Ensign C. R. F. Lutwidge.
23rd (Penshurst). 28th February, 1860. Capt. W. Wells, Lt.
E. O. Streatfield and Ensign R. D. Turner.
31st (Leeds Castle). 23rd March, 1860. Capt. C. W. Martin,
Lt. B. F. Duppa and Ensign G. Blackett.
33rd (Sevenoaks). 23rd March, 1860. Capt. M. Lambarde,
Lt. N. Rycroft and Ensign The Earl of Brecknock.
35th (Westerham). 7th May, 1860. Lt. J. Board and Ensign
C. R. Thompson.
39th (Mailing). 26th June, 1860. Capt. M. H. Dalison, Lt.
F. Devon and Ensign H. D. Wildes.
45th (Rochester). 4th July, 1861. Capt. J. Thomas, Lt. C. R.
Foord and Ensign J. W. Death.
Most of these corps had an Honorary Chaplain and
an Honorary Surgeon.
In some places the corps were strong enough to con
stitute a battalion. But the usual arrangement was that a
number of corps were grouped by localities into Adminis
trative Battalions, each corps remaining independent except
for the purposes of administration and drill. Thus, in the
summer of 1860 the Rifle Volunteer Corps in Kent were
grouped into five Administrative Battalions, The head
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quarters of the 1st were at Blackheath; of the 2nd at
Tonbridge; of the 3rd at Maidstone; of the 4th (East Kent)
at Canterbury; and of the 5th (Weald of Kent) at
Cranbrook.
The 2nd Administrative Battalion was formed in July,
1860. Viscount Hardinge was promoted to Lieutenant
Colonel to command it. In it were the Farnborough, Ton
bridge, Tunbridge Wells, Penshurst, Sevenoaks, Westerham
and Mailing Corps. Within a few months the Mailing
Corps was transferred to the 3rd Administrative Battalion.
The Farnborough Corps was disbanded in September, 1862.
To begin with, the uniform of the Tonbridge and
Sevenoaks Corps was green; that of the Tunbridge Wells
and Westerham Corps was Kentish grey; and that of the
Penshurst Corps was heather coloured. About 1866
Viscount Hardinge arranged that the five corps in his
battalion should all adopt dark green uniform.
Viscount Hardinge did not have a Quartermaster for
14 years. His Adjutants were exRegular officers. The
location of his headquarters was changed several times,
probably because the office was in the residence of his
Adjutant. Whenever there was a new Adjutant, so the
headquarters moved to a different place. For instance,
when Lieutenant E. 0. Streatfield, who was a Penshurst
officer, became Adjutant in January, 1863, the headquarters
were moved to Penshurst. The various moves were: —
from Tonbridge to Tunbridge Wells in September, 1861;
to Penshurst in January, 1863; to Sevenoaks in June, 1867;
and in May, 1871 to Tonbridge, where they finally
remained.
The 3rd Administrative Battalion was merged with the
2nd in February, 1874. Four of its five corps—those at
Maidstone, Leeds Castle, Mailing and Rochester—came
under Viscount Hardinge's command. The Secondin
command, the Adjutant and the Quartermaster of the 3rd
were posted to his headquarters.
Two of the corps which were posted in were soon dis
banded. These were the Mailing Corps in July 1874, and
the Rochester Corps in May, 1876.
In October, 1877 the 2nd Administrative Battalion
became the 1st Kent Volunteer Corps, taking the number
of its senior (Maidstone) subunit. The seven detachments
ceased to be independent and became companies of a cor
porate unit.
The 1st Kent Volunteer Corps was incorporated as a
Volunteer battalion of The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment in April, 1882. Thereafter a Permanent Staff,
including the Adjutant, was provided by the Line battalions
of the Regiment.
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THE 1st VOLUNTEER BATTALION
THE QUEEN'S OWN
The 1st Kent Volunteer Corps was renamed the 1st
Volunteer Battalion The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment on February 1st, 1883. Its uniform was green
with green facings. Viscount Hardinge was still in com
mand. The headquarters were in the Corn Exchange at
Tonbridge. The eight companies were:— A and B at
Maidstone; C at Tonbridge; D and E at Tunbridge Wells;
F at Penshurst; G at Westerham; and H at Leeds Castle.
The various companies fired on ranges at Hollingbourne,
Tunbridge Wells and Boxley Warren, near Maidstone. The
headquarters of the Maidstone Companies were at the Bell
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Hotel in Week Street; the personnel drilled in the yard of
the Bell Hotel, in Vinter's Park and on the square of the
Regimental Depot.
There were two other Queen's Own Volunteer bat
talions. The 2nd was centred on Blackheath, with out
lying detachments at Bromley and Dartford. The 3rd was
at the Royal Arsenal, Woolwich.
The yearly compulsory training of the Volunteers con
sisted of only six company and three battalion drills, the
firing of a short rifle course, and attendance at the annual
inspection. Many men performed more drills and spent
additional lime on the range. But such a low standard of
compulsory attendance could not by itself be expected to
produce an efficient unit. The important fact was that, by
their system of evening and weekend drills, the Volunteer
battalions maintained a continuous corporate file through
out the year. This was in contrast to the Militia, the
other auxiliary force then in existence, which only " came
out for training " for four weeks annually.
Whenever practicable the 1st Volunteer Battalion car
ried out seven days' training during the summer. The
normal sites for the camp were in Broadwater Forest,
Somerhill Park, at Brasted or at Penshurst. The annual
inspections were made by the Officer Commanding 50th
(The Queen's Own) Regimental District, usually while the
personnel were at camp. From 1894 onwards the battalion
sometimes trained as part of a brigade. These combined
camps were at Aldershot, Shorncliffe and Ashford.
On a number of occasions the battalion carried out
special training at Easter and Whitsun. In 1890, for
example, both the 1st and 2nd Volunteer Battalions spent
the Easter holiday at Maidstone. The other ranks were
accommodated in the drillshed, the gymnasium and vacant
barrack rooms at the Depot. The officers slept at the Bell
Hotel and the New Inn. A concert was arranged in the
Corn Exchange on the Saturday night; all ranks marched
to All Saints' Church for divine service on the Sunday; and
on the Monday both units joined in a training exercise at
Blue Bell Hill.
The Penshurst Company was disbanded in 1893, a
third company (F) being formed at Maidstone to replace it.
In January, 1894 the battalion adopted scarlet uniform
with Royal blue facings, so as to come into fine with the
Regular and Militia units of the Regiment.
The battalion had a reputation for skill at arms. It
was the best Volunteer unit at shooting in Thames District
in 1893, 1894 and 1898. The Bayonet Exercise Team of
the Maidstone Companies won first prize for Volunteers at
the Royal Military Tournament in 1892.
The defeats suffered by the British Army in the early
months of the South African War caused a surge of patriot
ism in England. As so often before in a national emer
gency, many men hastened to serve their country. In the
1st Volunteer Battalion more than 500 recruits were
enrolled in 1900, so that additional companies or detach
ments were established at Sevenoaks, Southborough and
Orpington. A Cyclist Company was formed, with its
headquarters and a contingent at Maidstone, and detach
ments at Tonbridge, Tunbridge Wells and Sevenoaks.
Another result of this wave of patriotism was that the
4th Volunteer Battalion The Queen's Own was raised in
May, 1900. It was recruited from the Chatham, Rochester,
Strood area.
In order to maintain the supply of reinforcements for
the Regular units in South Africa, it was decided to send
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out Volunteer contingents, known as Volunteer Active
Service Companies. To be eligible to go, a Volunteer had
to be unmarried, between 20 and 34 years of age, and a
firstclass shot. He must also have been returned as efficient
for the previous two years. Every man in the 1st Volun
teer Battalion, who was eligible, was sent a post card to
find out whether he was able to go. Another card brought
him to Battalion Headquarters for medical inspection and
attestation by a Justice of the Peace. As each man was
sworn in, he was given a new shilling. He was then sent
on leave to await his turn.
Three Volunteer Active Service Companies of the
Regiment were sent out in succession. The 1st went in
March, 1900 and returned in April, 1901. The 2nd left
England in March, 1901 and came back in May, 1902. The
3rd arrived in South Africa in April, 1902, two months
before the war ended, and returned home in the autumn.
All three companies joined the 2nd Battalion and performed
the same duties and fought in the same actions as the Regu
lar troops. Of the 310 Volunteers of the Regiment who
went out, Captain C. N. Watney, Lieutenant C. Holcroft
and more than 100 other ranks were from the 1st Volun
teer Battalion.
After their return from the war, the personnel of the
1st V.A.S. Company reassembled at the Depot on Satur
day, October 5th, 1901, to be presented with their Queen's
South Africa Medals by Earl Stanhope, Lord Lieutenant
of Kent. Those members of the 1st Volunteer Battalion
who served with the 2nd V.A.S. Company were handed
their medals by Earl Stanhope at a parade in the grounds
of Tonbridge Castle on June 22, 1902. The personnel of
the 3rd V.A.S. Company did not receive their medals on
a special parade.
During the campaign ten members of the V.A.S. Com
panies died on active service—all from enteric fever or
other diseases. Of these Corporal H. Marchant, Private
H. Twort and Private F. J. Wilcox belonged to the 1st
Volunteer Battalion. Marchant and Wilcox died of enteric
fever at Norvals Pont in December, 1900. Twort died of re
mittent fever during the voyage home in April, 1901. Their
names are inscribed on the Regimental. Memorial, a Win
dow and Plaque, which was unveiled in All Saints' Church,
Maidstone, on Saturday, June 20th, 1903.
The Battle Honours for the South African War were
approved by His Majesty King Edward VII in December,
1904. Both the 1st and 2nd Volunteer Battalions were
awarded the honour "South Africa, 190002."
New conditons were laid down for the enrolment and
training of the Volunteers on January 1st, 1903. The
enlistment of men, who were unable to give adequate time
for training beyond elementary drill, was not permitted.
Recruits had to do forty drills, and trained men ten. Camp
for six days was obligatory every other year. The rifle
course had to be fired at weekends.
The four Volunteer battalions of the Regiment had
now been formed into The West Kent Volunteer Brigade.
In 1903 this brigade, over 2,500 strong, was in camp at
ShornclilTe under the Officer Commanding 50th Regi
mental District. In 1904 and 1905 the camps were at Dover
and in Arundel Park respectively. LieutenantColonel E.
Satterthwaite (2nd Vol. Bn.) acted as brigade commander.
On June 1st, 1906, having relinquished command of his
battalion, he was promoted to Colonel and was appointed
to command the brigade. In 1906 the camp was at Sheer
ness; in 1907 at Worthing.

Before the 1st Volunteer Battalion went to camp again,
it had been given a different title and a new status.
HONORARY COLONELS
Colonel Viscount Hardinge, V.D.
14 Nov. 1891
till death on
26 July 1894
Colonel G. Henderson, V.D.
19 Dec. 1902
Colonel C. S. Williams, V.D.
20 Dec. 1906

Colonel
Lt.Col.
Lt.Col.
Lt.Col.

COMMANDING OFFICERS
Viscount Hardinge, V.D.
1
(Hon. Col.) G. Henderson, V.D.
19
(Hon. Col.) C. S. Williams, V.D.
19
(Hon. Col.) A. T. F. Simpson, V.D. 19

Feb.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.

1883
1891
1902
1906

THE 4th BATTALION THE QUEEN'S OWN (T.F.)
The cause of the change in status of the Volunteers
was the entente with France, which had been cemented in
April, 1904. This alliance led to an agreement that Britain
would go to the aid of the French if Germany should move
against them. For this purpose it was necessary to create
an Expeditionary Force in the British Isles, and to re
organise the Auxiliary Forces into a second line for Home
defence and expansion. Much of the recasting was car
ried out by Mr. R. B. Haldane, who was then Secretary of
State for War.
By the end of 1907 Haldane had perfected his plans
for the Volunteers. They were to become a Territorial
Force, which was to be an Army complete in itself, with
a Staff, Artillery and Services. It would be enlisted for
Home defence. If the Regular Expeditionary Force were
sent overseas to fight, the Territorial Force would be
embodied and would train for six months. At the end of
that time it was expected that the Force would be efficient
and that units would volunteer to go to the theatre of war.
To administer the Force, but not to train it, County Terri
torial Associations were formed. The Kent Territorial
Association was established at Maidstone, with Major A.
Wood Martyn (The Queen's Own Reserve of Officers) as
Secretary.
The Territorial Force included 14 infantry divisions.
There were 10 cyclist and 204 infantry battalions in all.
The total—214—was less than the number of Volunteer
battalions that existed, so that some of them disappeared.
One of the units to go was the 4th Volunteer Battalion
The Queen's Own, which was disbanded on March 31st,
1908.
Two of the infantry divisions were London, divisions.
In order to form them, 27 Volunteer battalions, which were
in the County of London, changed their titles and became
units of a new corps—The London Regiment.
This affected The Queen's Own drastically. As the
Woolwich and Blackheath area was within the County of
London, the 3rd and part of the 2nd Volunteer Battalion
The Queen's Own became one of these London Territorial
units, the title of which was The 20th (County of London)
Battalion The London Regiment (Blackheath and Wool
wich). The property of both the 2nd and 3rd Volunteer
Battalions was taken over by The 20th London.
The part of the 2nd Volunteer Battalion that was in
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Kent, namely the Bromley, Beckenham and Dartford
detachments, became the nucleus of The 5lh Battalion The
Queen's Own (T.F.). So as to give this new unit a fair start,
seme of the property of the 1st Volunteer Battalion was
transferred tc it. Its headquarters were established in the
drillhall in East Street, Bromley, which had been the head
quarters cf the 18lh Kent Rifle Volunteer Corps. Later
on, further detachments were raised at Chatham, Horton
Kirby and Sidcup
One of the 10 cyclist battalions was formed in Kent
to replace the numerous cyclist detachments ol the Volun
teer battalions. At first it was known as The 6th (Cyclist)
Battalion The Queen's Own (T.F.). Major C. E. Warner
(1st Vol. Bn.) was promoted to command it. The head
quarters were at Tonbridge, with companies at Ashford,
Bromley, Canterbury, Chatham, Folkestone, Maidstone,
Ramsgate, Tonbridge and Tunbridge Wei's. In February,
1909 this battalion was removed from the corps of The
Queen's Own. It was renamed The Kent Cyclist Battalion,
and became Army Troops attached to the Home Counties
Division (T.F.). The Regiment continued to provide the
Permanent Staff.
Another Territorial unit closely connected with the 1st
Volunteer Battalion was The Kent Brigade Company Army
Service Corps, which belonged to the Home Counties Divi
sion Transport and Supply Column. It was formed by
Captain E. Lattimer (1st Vol. Bn.) from the Transport Sec
tion of The West Kent Volunteer Brigade. Nearly ail of
the personnel were members of the Maidstone Church
Institute, where the headquarters were located.
On the creation of the Territorial Force the 1st Volun
teer Battalion was renamed The 4th Battalion 1 he Queen s
Own (T.F.). It remained much as before, except for yield
ing part of its property and some of its cyclists and tran
sport personnel. The headquarters were still in the Corn
Exchange at Tonbridge. The companies were:—A and B
at Maidstone; C at Tonbridge; D and E at Tunbridge
Wells; F at Orpington; G at Sevenoaks; H at Westerham
and Edenbridge. There was no basic change in the dress,
as the personnel were already wearing uniform similar to
that of the Line battalions.
The day appointed for the start of the Territorial
Force was April 1st, 1908. All Volunteers then serving
were invited to reenlist into the new force for one, two,
three or four years. They were given up to June 30th to
decide whether they would accept the terms ol service.
In general the response was barely satisfactory. That
August The Kent Territorial Infantry Brigade, consisting of
the 4th and 5th Buffs and the 4th and 5th Queen's Own
(T.F.) and commanded by Colonel Satterthwaite, went to
camp at Walmer much under strength.
Towards the end of 1908 recruiting for the Territorial
Force received a powerful stimulus from the Press. The
numbers increased rapidly.
As the Territorial Force was an Army complete in it
self, the Army Council decided that its units would be
eligible to receive Colours as soon as they had attained 75
per cent, of their establishment. In the infantry the Colours
were to be of a similar pattern to those of the Line batta
lions. By June, 1909 all four units in The Kent Territorial
Infantry Brigade had recruited up to the necessary strength.
The Territorial battalions of The Bull's and The
Queen's Own received their Colours from His Majesty
King Edward VII at Windsor Castle on June 19th, 1909.
It was a mass presentation of Guidons and Colours to 108
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yeomanry and infantry units, which had attained 75 per
cent, of their establishment. Each battalion was represented
by a detachment, 20 strong, and a Colour Party. The
detachment of the 4th Battalion The Queen's Own (T.F.)
was commanded by Captain F. N. Garrard; the officers for
the Colours were Lieutenant F. J. Henson and Lieutenant
L. Smithers. The Colours were consecrated by the Right
Reverend Bishop J. Taylor Smith, ChaplainGeneral to the
Forces. Emblazoned on the Regimental Colour of both
the 4th and 5th Battalions The Queen's Own (T.F.) was the
Battle Honour "South Africa, 190002," which had been
inherited from the 1st and 2nd Volunteer Battalions.
The Colours of the 4th Battalion were uncased for the
first time, in the presence of the troops, at Tonbridge on
October 16th, 1909. As heavy rain had made the Angel
Ground unfit, the parade was held in the Corn Exchange.
This robbed the ceremony of much of its impressiveness.
The Colours were carried by Lieutenants L. and H.
Smithers. The escort was commanded by Captain J. D.
Laurie. In the absence of the Marquess cf Camden, the
Lord Lieutenant, an address was given by Colonel C. S.
Williams, the Honorary Colonel. In the course of it he
pointed out that these Colours had been subscribed for by
the Ladies of Kent.
The system of training in the Territorial Force was
practically the same as that of the Volunteers. The main
differences were that attendance at camp was compulsory
each year for 15 days, or for eight days by special per
mission; and that more weekend exercises were organised
for the training of specialists, such as signallers and scouts.
Every man attending camp for the full period received a
Bounty of £1.
The drillhall in Bank Street, Tonbridge, was opened
on Saturday, February 5th, 1910. It was shared by Head
quarters and C Company of the 4th Battalion, Head
quarters and B Company of The Kent Cyclists and No. 1
Company Kent (Fortress) Royal Engineers (T.F.). The
opening ceremony was performed by the Earl of Cran
brook, Chairman of the Kent Territorial Association. He
was escorted to the hall from St. Stephen's Green by the
Cyclists. Guards of Honour were provided by C Company
and The Royal Engineers. Next day the three subunits
attended a combined service in Tonbridge Parish Church.
A drillhall for the Maidstone Territorials, including
A and B Companies of the 4th Battalion, D Company of
The Kent Cyclist Battalion and The Kent Brigade Company
Army Service Corps, was opened by the Marquess of
Camden on December 6th, 1911. It was in Union .Street, on
the site of the Militia Barracks, where the present drillhall
stands.
G and H Companies, under Major Earl Stanhope and
Captain A. M. Cohen, were present at the unveiling of the
statue of General James Wolfe on the Green at Westerham
on January 2nd, 1911. The ceremony was performed bj
FieldMarshal Earl Roberts, V.C. Afterwards, the detach
ment was entertained to lunch at the Crown Hotel.
For the Coronation of King George V and Queen
Mary, which took place on June 22nd, 1911, a detachment
of one officer and 25 other ranks of the 4th Battalion lined
a portion of the processional route in Trafalgar Square
with the 23rd Provisional Infantry Brigade. At Maidstone,
A and B Companies attended a service in All Saints'
Church with the troops from the Depot.
The Kent Territorial. Infantry Brigade of the Home
Counties Division was commanded by Colonel Satter
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thwaite until June, 1911, when Colonel V. T. Bunbury (late
The Leicestershire Regiment) took over. The brigade
camps in 1909 and 1910 were at Dover. In 1911 the camp
was inland at Crowborough. In 1912 the brigade went to
Worthing arid in 1913 to Seaford. Each year the first week
of training was devoted to minor tactical schemes and
route marching. During the second week, one or two bri
gade exercises were usually held.
On July 26th, 1914, the Home Counties Division went
by train to Longmoor and Bordon. Four days later it
started to march across Hampshire to Salisbury Plain. The
column had reached the eastern edge of the plain by August
3rd, when the units were ordered back to their headquarters
because war with Germany was imminent. After waiting
for 24 hours on the roadside, the 4th Battalion entrained
at Amesbury. The companies reached their drill stations
early in the morning on the 5th. During the night, war
had been declared; and that evening the battalion went by
rail to Dover, where it took up its prearranged battle
positions.
So began for the 4th Battalion the Great War of
191418.
After a few days at Dover, The Kent Territorial
Infantry Brigade moved to Canterbury, where it was expec
ted that it would undergo the six months' training to fit it
for active service. But the situation was so critical that
the personnel were soon asked to volunteer for foreign
service. All the officers and most of the other ranks of
the 4th Battalion did so.
Once again there was a surge of patriotism in Britain.
Men enlisted in their thousands. So many recruits joined
the 4th Battalion that it was divided into two units, one
for foreign service and one for Home defence.
The foreign service for which the original 4th Battalion
had volunteered proved not to be service at the front in
France but garrison duty in India. There, Territorial units
were required to set free Regular battalions to fight in
various theatres of war.
The l/4th Battalion, as it was now styled, sailed from
Southampton on October 29th, 1914, disembarked at Bom
bay# arid went to Jubbulpore, in the centre of India. Soon
after it arrived it was reorganised on a fourcompany
basis, to bring it into line with the Regulars. As time
passed, several officers left for duty with the Indian Army;
a number of other ranks took commissions with other
units. Otherwise four uneventful years went by in the nor
mal routine of a British battalion at an Indian station.
Early in 1918 the battalion was sent to the Afghan
frontier, where it was quartered in Kitchener Barracks at
Quetta. In November the Great War ended, and the
troops began to look forward to a return to England for
demobilization. Before this occurred, they were to see
some fighting in the Third Afghan War.
Hoping to take the British at a disadvantage while
their troops were being demobilized, the Afghans moved
towards the frontier of India at the end of April, 1919.
Hostilities began on May 6th. Immediately war was
declared the units in and near Quetta were formed into
the Baluchistan Field Force, under LieutenantGeneral R.
Wapshare. This force, consisting of the 4th Indian Divi
sion, the 12th Mounted Brigade and supporting troops,
concentrated at New Chaman, close to the Afghanistan
border.
Six miles northwest of New Chaman, and just across

the Afghan frontier, was Fort Spin Baldak. It stood at
the southern base of a long ridge. Between the fort and
the top of the ridge were three stone towers. On the high
ground were some sangars. This position was about the
strongest in Afghanistan, and its capture would give the
British a great moral advantage. General Wapshare
decided to reduce it.
The attack was made on the morning of May 27th,
1919. The infantry was divided into two cqlumns. The
right, led by the 4th Battalion (LieutenantColonel C. B.
Robb), was directed against the sangars on the ridge and
the towers. The task was arduous, for it included a wide
detour over a sandy plain. The toil of climbing the slopes
in the heat of an Indian summer was considerable. But
by 9.15 the leading company, covered by artillery fire, had
reached an underfeature near the top of the ridge. There
it was held up by enemy snipers, who manned the sangers.
Captain H. W. Styles and several other ranks were hit.
Furthermore, part of the garrison sallied from the fort and
took the battalion in the fiank. This counterattack was
repulsed, the fugitives making off northwards, where the
cavalry had formed a cordon to prevent their escape. The
battalion then pressed on to storm the ridge. The left col
umn of infantry assaulted the fort, and by 1.15 the whole
position had been captured.
Of those hit during the attack, Sergeant Haines and
Private Andrews were killed. They were buried in the
cemetery at New Chaman. One of the wounded was Cor
poral Britten of the band, a Maidstone man. He was hit
in the thigh by a softnosed bullet and died of his wound
in hospital at Quetta.
The 4th remained as garrison of Fort Spin Baldak,
with one short interval, until August 14th, when the fort
was handed back to the Afghans. By that time the enemy
had suffered other defeats elsewhere, and peace had been
signed.
For this campaign the Battle Honour "Afghanistan,
1919," was awarded to the Regiment.
On its return to Quetta the battalion was ordered
home. It embarked at Karachi on October 30th, 1919,
landed at Plymouth and went to Crowborough. It was dis
banded at the Crystal Palace on November 24th.
HONORARY COLONEL
Colonel C. S. Williams, V.D.
1 April 1908
COMMANDING OFFICERS
Lt.Col. (Hon. Col.) A. T. F. Simpson, V.D. 1 April 1908
Lt.Col. C. N. Watney, C.I.E., T.D.
4 Jan. 1911
Lt.Col. C. B. Robb
8 Oct. 1918
(To be conlinued next month)

FORTHCOMING

EVENT

May 8th—At Home, Savoy Hotel. Regimental Dinner,
United Services' Club.
11th May—Brigade Golf Meeting, Hendon Golf Club.
July 10th—Regimental Golf Meeting, Wrotham Heath.
July 22nd, 23rd, 25th and 27th—Maidstone Cricket Week.
July 26th—21st Annual Reunion (subject to confirmation).
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SOME 10th BATTALION RECOLLECTIONS

T

HE Honorary Secretary of the 11th Battalion Asso
ciation recently received a letter from one who had
served in the' Tenth, suggesting that, as that Battalion,
although raised in Maidstone, has no Association, the
Eleventh might like to invite any Tenth Fellows who would
care to come, to their Annual Dinner. This suggestion has
been most sympathetically received by the Eleventh Com
mittee, especially as the two Battalions shared many
experiences together in the 41st Division and so many 11th
men served, after disbandment in March, 1918, in the sister
Battalion. In fact Col. Corfe, Major Jimenez, Capts. Hall
and Kerr and Lt. L. E. Hale and 250 other ranks of the
11th joined the Tenth just in time to be involved in the
great German push of March, 1918, out of which only
Vernon Holden and Cheel, of the Officers, and about 100
other ranks came out safely. Later, quite a number of
Eleventh folk arrived from various sources, chiefly from
the Entrenching Battalion or from Base, whither they had
gone on disbandment at Halloy. There were Capts Lind
say, Rooney and Stallard and myself (from the 12th East
Surreys), Lt. Roy Bartholomew, C.Q.M.S.'s Buddell, Daw
son and Leyshon and Sgt. Pinnager, our redoubtable
Orderly Room Sergeant, and many others. So, of course,
we shall be ohly too delighted for any Tenth man to join
us at our Annual Dinners.
In April, after its decimation for the second time on
the Somme, the Division went back to the Salient—it could
never seem to be away from it for long—and the 10th found
itself up in the tip of the line at Passchendaele. After the
miles of rickety duckboards to get there, it was rather a
frightening experience for many of the troops who had
never been in the line before, to see the Verey lights going
up practically all round us.
I remember that Major Wallis was in command, at
that time, with Capt. Vernon Holden as 2 i/c, Bobbie Kerr
as Adjutant rind myself doing signals, amongst other jobs,
such as seeing that the rations got up safely, for the Boche
had all the duckboard approaches well taped by M.G.'s
and there was an awful temptation for the troops to
"dump" some of the sandbags containing them, when it
got a bit hot.
It was a great relief when we got orders to carry out
a withdrawal to shorten the line and we were most surprised
that the Boche did not interfere, because he must have seen
what was going on; in fact, some of the fieldgun teams
didn't get out until after daylight.
I well remember one incident at Passchendaele before
we withdrew. Division ordered us to recover a " Power
Buzzer" which had been left by a previous unit, from a
pillbox between the lines. Naturally, I fell for the job
and took with we a muchbemedalled runner—I forget his
name. Fortunately the first pillbox we searched was the
correct one, but it was only a few yards from the Boche;
a bit too near really, as we had of necessity to use a torch.
And to cap it, the Power Buzzer itself was gone and only
the batteries left. However, there was the body of a Boche
recently deceased there, so we were, in fact, able to supply
an identification.
Those batteries were heavy and were slung on the
trailed rifle of the runner, but, alas, a duckboard upended
and he fell into the liquid mud of a large shellhole, and the

batteries went with him. His extrication was no easy matter
and there was quite a lot of tap, tap, tap from the Boche
M.G.'s, so we didn't loiter and anyway the batteries wouldn't
be any use to anybody now, so we left them. I still recol
lect how hard it was to convince Division that we had even
tried to recover the lost property.
v
Uncomfortable and uncanny as it was in the line, it
was much worse in the collecting area just behind Dead
End at Ypres to which we went, for the Germans decided
that that little square on the map (there were several 6 inch
Howitzer batteries there) was not to their liking, and treated
it to a saturation of gasshells. If memory serves me cor
rectly, we had over 100 casualties that night before we could
move the troops to an unaffected area nearby. Only once
before (just before Messines, at Dickebusch Lake) had I
worn a gasmask for so many hours on end.
Then there was that long spell in the line just South
of La Clytte—almost in rear of the Scarpenberg from
which the enemy (as usual) looked down on to us—and
about a mile North of Canada Corner, which we knew
pretty well from earlier days. No Man's Land was the
remains of the hutted camp back to which troops had for
merly come for their spells out of the front line.
It was from here, I think, that Vernon Holden left to
be 2 i/c 11th Queens, Capt. Stallard to command the 12th
East Surreys and Bobbie Kerr to become Staff Captain,
122 Bde. Holden I had known from school days and it was
a great shock personally and to the unit when he was killed
whilst in command of the 11th Queens, a few days before
the Armistice. What happened to " Mac " Rooney, I do
not remember, but he was with us only a short time. Col.
the Hon. Eric Thesiger took over from Major Wallis and
Sir Walter Blount was there as supernumerary Secondin
Command—I remember many an interesting trench tour
with him, especially when, a little later, the Americans were
attached. As acting Adjutant, I recall what a game it was to
arrange the schedule of this attachment, because for the
first period it was to be man by man, then section by sec
tion, thirdly, platoon by platoon. Finally, there were to be
two complete companies of the U.S.A. troops and two West
Kents. As two platoons of one company and one of the
other were in isolated posts, unapproachable in daylight and
the Boche looked down on us all the time from the Schar
penberg, the whole operation was somewhat difficult, espe
cially as the " Yanks " could not learn not to be inquisitive.
They did, in fact, suffer quite a lot of casualties.
They were very much the " new boys "—they came
up, I remember, minus their rations the first night and then
when it came to relieving the L.G. Posts, it was discovered
that their Lewis Guns were still at Transport Lines ! and
one C.O. asked the other C.O. if he thought it was a war on
or only a picnic! One officer, too, arrived with a dress
uniform amongst his kit. When this was discovered, he was
invited to a " hop " on the Saturday night at La Clytte and
accompanied there by an officer, who must be nameless, for
at the time, La Clytee was under heavy bombardment by
the enemy and was a mass of blazing ruins. It was as well,
therefore, that there was still a tot of something strong left
in the H.Q. mess dugout on their return. It is to the
American's credit that he took the joke in good part.
The mention of rations gives me the idea to append a
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copy of what at that time I felt was one ol" the best, if not
the best clay's rations 1 could remember—that is why 1
kept it. (Editor—Regret too difficult to reproduce).
It is, 1 hope, of general interest, but the special part
about it is that it was Dawson and two of his Eleventh
Battalion C.Q.M.S. colleagues who came up the line with
them, as they had done so many, many nights before.
And 1 look back with satisfaction that when the " Tired
Troops " Scheme, i.e., return to England for duty of troops
who had served abroad continuously for over two years,
came in, 1 was able to put Dawson's name on the first list.
And, too, 1 still appreciate the action of Tatham. my suc
cessor in the Adjutancy, in putting my name on the list for
September. But 1 have always regretted that, after so long
" over there " I was not in " at the death."
R.O.R.

^

OBITUARY

M

MR. IS. B. ANTHONY

ANY members, who served in "D" Company, 11th
(Lewisham) Bn., will regret to hear of the death of
Sgt. B. Anthony, who passed away after a long liness on
the 19th December, in The (Star and Garter Home at
Richmond, where he had been a patient for threeandahalf
years.
The news has come to us through the Past and Present
Association for he was not a member of our own O.C.A.
and we did not even know that he was in the Home. This
is a great pity, because we could have visited him and in
other ways helped to make life a little more comfortable
and happy for him.
Sgt. Anthony served from the time of the formation of
" D " Company at Catford, until he was wounded in the
attack on Flers in September, 1916.
We should like to express our sympathy with his rela
tives.

,
THE

ROYAL

+

WEST

FORCE

AFRICAN

DINNER

FRONTIER

CLUB

Dear Sir,
I would be most grateful if you would very kindly
let it be known to your readers that there is a Dinner Club
for officers who have served at any time in the Royal West
African Frontier Force. Life membership of the Club is
10s. only.
The Dinner is held normally in October each year.
I know that there are a great many officers who have
served and who enjoyed their time in the R.W.A.F.F., and
1 am most anxious that as many of them as possible should
gather together each year.
Enquiries for membership should be sent to the
Honorary Secretary: —
LieutenantColonel G. BlackburneKane,
Bisterne,
Normandy, Surrey.

IT ' S LATER THAN YOU THINK

E

VERYTHING is farther than it used to be. It's twice
as far from my house to the bus stop now, and they've
added a hill that I've just noticed. The buses leave earlier
too now, but I've given up running for them because they
go faster than they used to.
You can't even believe the timetables any more and
why ask the conductor? 1*11 bet I ask him a dozen times
if the next stop is where I get olf and he always says it
isn't. 1 gather up my parcels, anyway, put on my hat and
coat and stand in the aisle just so I won't go by the right
stop. Once in a while 1 make doubly sure by getting olf
at the bus stop ahead.
Seems to me they are making staircases steeper than in
the old days. The rises are higher and there are more of
them because I've noticed it's harder to make two at a time
. . . it's all one can do to make one step at a time.
Have you noticed the small print they are using lately?
Newspapers are getting farther and farther away when I
hold them, and I have to squint to make out the news.
Now it's ridiculous to suggest that a person of my age needs
glasses but it's the only way I can find out what's going on
without someone reading aloud to me, and that isn't so
much help because everyone seems to speak in such a low
voice I can scarcely hear them.
Times are changing, that's sure. The barber doesn't
hold a mirror behind me when he's finished so I can see the
back of my head. The material in my clothes, I notice,
shrinks in certain places (you know, like around the waist,
or in the seat). Shoe laces are so short they are next to
impossible to reach.
Even the weather is changing. It's getting much colder
in the winter, and the summers are hotter than in the good
old days. Snow is much heavier when 1 attempt to shovel
it, and rain is so much wetter that I have to wear rubbers.
I guess the way they build windows now makes the draughts
more severe.
People are changing, too. For one thing, they are
much younger than they used to be when I was their age.
On the other hand, people my own age are much older
than I am. 1 realise that my generation is nearing middle
age (to me that is roughly between 20 and 101), but there
is no reason for my classmates tottering blissfully to
senility. I ran into an old roommate the other night and
he had changed so much that he didn't recognise me.
"You've put on a little weight, Bill", I said. "It's this
modern food ", Bill replied, " it seems more fattening
I
got to thinking about poor Bill this morning while I was
shaving. Stopping a moment, I looked at my reflection in
the mirror. They don't use the same glass any more!
(By courtesy of The Old Contemptible.)

+
Subscriptions rates :—
Officers 9/, per annum, post free;
Other Ranks 5/ per annum, post free;
Single Copies 5d., post free.
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: News from
i st BATTALION

D

URING the last few

weeks,
operational
commitments
have
in
creased considerably and
the Battalion has been
away from our base in
Nicosia for most of the
period, either in the form
of Companies detached to
other areas during arrivals
and departures of units
to and from Cyprus or
to assist in operations
mounted in framework
areas.
Support
Company
have had the longest period
of continuous operations,
having been in support of
1 Wilts in the Kyrenia area
where they scored a not
able success in capturing
an important man, named
Andreas Sophocleous, who was hiding down a well. As
the Kyrenia operations built up and a wider and more
comprehensive intelligence picture was formed so the troops
taking part achieved more and more success. So also were
more troops employed and the whole Battalion gradually
found itself also cordoning and searching a number of vil
lages in the Kyrenia area.
Support Company moved to the historic crusader vil
lage of Bellapais and there imposed the longest total curfew
which any village in the Island has known. In due course,
their patience was rewarded, and the whole EOKA village
group were arrested, and the MMG platoon while finding
shelter from the rain in a cave, found a large cache of pipe
bombs. It is said, though not confirmed, that Sgt. Heggarty
was about to lay his head on the bomb pile before he
realised what it was.
In due course Operation FILTERT1P, as it was called
came to an end to release troops for further operations and
after 36 hours in camp to reorganise and refit, the Battalion
moved out again at midnight on a normal 3 Brigade Opera
tion known as Operation " DOVETAIL." Our primary
task was to cordon and search a village we know so well,
Akanthou in the Panhandle. A difficult village, in which
to obtain a measure of surprise, a variety of cover plans
were laid on. Not the least of these was the despatch of
most of A Coy., in RA vehicles wearing RA cap badges,
to Mersiniki, now occupied by an RA Battery, thus dis
guising the fact that strange troops were in the area.
During the night they walked across the hills and put on
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Battalions :
the initial cordon, while the rest of the battalion moved
by road.
During the day all males were screened and eight
arrests were made and on the following day a large hide
was found under a house. It was well constructed and
large enough for about eight men.
The following explosives and other material was
found:
2 X 25 pdr. shells.
1 Aerial Bomb.
10 Bottles containing explosives.
1 Sack containing 1 cwt. of cordite,
1 Single Barreled Shot Gun.
1 Tin of Documents.
1 Tin of cartridge filling equipment.
2 Haganah Mortars.
The shells were in such a dangerous condition that the
hide had to be blown up.
After much diligent searching, nothing else was found
and after five days the curfew was lifted and the whole
battalion moved to assist 3 Grenadier Guards cordon and
search Lefkoniko. On the day we left Akanthou, the

Pte. D. Brooks adds the finishing touches to his
seasonal message, for the children's party.
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CommanderinChief visited us by helicopter and took
lunch in the Officer's Mess.
The Lefkoniko operation was an excellent example of
a well coordinated operation and it went very smoothly
with The Queen's Own and Grenadiers on the cordon,
doing selective searching by day. The whole was com
manded by a joint Grenadier/Queen's Own HQ.
Unfortunately, apart from a number of important arrests,
there were no immediate results from the operation,
although it was highly successful from the Intelligence
viewpoint. On 19th December the Director of Operations
decided to call it off, so that troops could be back in Camp
for Christmas and the whole Battalion returned on the 20th.
Christmas arrangements were not seriously upset
except that Other Ranks and Sgts. Mess Draws had to be
postponed till 21st and 22nd respectively. The former,
which was tried out for the first time as an experiment,
was a great success and the men had a very good evening's
entertainment with supper, a Band concert and Community
singing in addition to the draw. The main prize of the
evening was a free air ticket to England for Christmas. It
was won, in an atmosphere of considerable excitement, by
Pte. Shaxted of Sp. Coy. who leaves for England on 23rd
December. The winner's name was drawn by Miss Long
cur W.V.S. lady, who has been wonderfully enterprising
in her efforts to entertain the troops in the W.V.S. hut
throughout the year. She has done most of the men's
Christmas shopping when the old city had been put out of
bounds, and in appreciation of her efforts, she was pre
sented with a large box of chocolates.
Preparations for the other Christmas activities are still
in progress and a full report will appear next month.
Finally we wish all readers a very happy Christmas
and prosperous New Year and there is every indication that
a spirit of goodwill will prevail here and all should enjoy
the festive period, in spile of the standby and guard duties
which are essential for security reasons.
As a postscript, it must be recorded that our Medical
Officer has made quite a name for himself in the local
press. During the cordon and search of a village in the
Kyrenia area, he delivered three Greek Cypriot babies on

Post Corporal. J. Wells, handing mail to Pte. H.
Nixey and Pte. D. Wallis.

three successive nights. He was not the least perturbed
by the actual deliveries, but he and Sgt. Roberts were some
what shaken by the fact that most of the villagers, male
and female crowded into the room to see fair play!

Coy. H.Q.

" A " COMPANY

No sooner had we returned from Episkopi than we
found ourselves moving off once more on operations, this
time to the Kyrenia Hills, where summer heat had given
way to winter rains and where rum proved more accept
able than water. For once, Coy. H.Q. found itself in a
building and was the envy of the rest of the Company, not
to mention the Battalion. The Larnaka school buildings are
all palatial when compared with the rest of that village.
We were sorry to leave such comfort, but were again lucky
in Lapithos, where we moved into the Police Station and
were made to feel at home—well, perhaps not quite at
home as the C.S.M. found himself (we trust for the first
time in his life) occupying a small and uninviting cell !
From Lapithos we returned to C.B.S. Camp for two
days and then darted off to our former " hunting ground "
in the Pan Handle, spending a few hours in our old camp
in Mersinikki en route, where the Gunners, obviously im
pressed by our new cap badges, took us under their wings
until it was time for us to push on up the hill and then
down again to Akanthou on our flat feet in the very early
hours of the morning.
Company H.Q. in Akanthou was in an idyllic setting,
with the hills rising steeply behind us and the surrounding
countryside a lush green. We thought it was too good to
iast and, sure enough, after an all too brief two days we
" upped sticks " and set off southwards to Lefkoniko, this
time to pitch camp in a small quarry, a poor substitute for
our previous location, and one we were to occupy for nine
days. At least we were sheltered from the prevailing winds,
in fact the weather proved surprisingly kind and we were
often able to discard our jerseys by day. We were lucky
to have two searchlights shining on our part of the cordon,
which helped to increase the visibility. During our stay in
Lefkoniko we were visited by the C.inC. M.E.L.F., who
spoke to several of us and showed a keen interest in our
new S.L. rifles, which we were lucky enough to receive just
before this operation. The C.inC. had seen us a few
weeks before at Episkopi and complimented us on our
Guard of Honour.
Our rear party, under the direction of Cpl. Cooper,
did a great job decorating the W.V.S. room for the chil
dren's party on the 17th December. The C.S.M. has
acquired a Company mascot in the shape of a small, rotund
and highly mischievious puppy of unknown origin.
Ptes. Bird and Evans, our former Arms Storemen are
now back in Civvy Street and have been replaced by Ptes.
Taylor and Stringer, who immediately changed the Arms
Store around so as to fox the Orderly Officer, to say nothing
of the C.S.M. We wish Bird and Evans a happy and pros
perous future and thank them for a job well done.
The Company Tent Decoration Competition was won
by 3 Platoon, 3 Section, with 1 Platoon, 1 and 2 Section
highly commended. The general standard was high and
set the judges quite a problem.
And so to Christmas !
Further Christmas news will appear in next month's
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Q.O.G. In the meantime we would like to wish all the
members of the Company, both past and present, a very
Happy Christmas and New Year.
The Hammers.
1 Platoon
What a month—phew ! Roll on Christmas—roll on
demob. At least we have been doing what we were sent to
Cyprus for and that is getting to grips with EOKA. It all
started on the 2nd December when we embarked on 3ton
ners for Larnaka in the Kyrenia Hills—a new area to us.
When we arrived we took over cordoning of the village
from the Paras, who had been there quite a few weeks. We
quickly made our Platoon H.Q. in a nearly completed new
house and spent our days inside getting dried out from
nights on the cordon. In fact, we all left that place as fully
qualified kippers, because each room had a huge, smoky
fire in the centre of the floor. Things were well organised
with hip holes in the floor when someone from the Special
Branch suggested there may be a hide in the house, so we
had to dig up the floor with negative results. Every day
saw someone fishing in the well for the bucket which
detached itself from the rope with monotonous regularity.
It is believed this was a deliberate attempt at sabotage to
defeat the shaving order, but even if we had not got our
bucket back each time, there was plenty of rainwater for
toilet purposes. Most days small parties went out to search
caves and houses, and, although we had no finds, it did
help to pass the time. Mac. McKenna found a nice hole
to explore, but unfortunately Fatty Curtis found himself
stuck, probably through eating too much " Mutton, Scotch
Style." On the 5th we hastily embussed and moved off to
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the North side of the Hills to cordon the villages of Lapitos
and Karavos. Cordon is hardly the word because we were
in small groups of three patrolling about 400 yard stretches.
We twisted the C/Sgt's. arm to supply us with our own
rations and allow us to cook it ourselves and dinner was
cooking nicely in the dark in a cloudburst when the familiar
order came through—more to the other side of the village
in halfanhour. The next 30 minutes were equally divided
between eating, swearing, packing, swearing, loading the
stores on the trucks and more swearing. We arrived at the
new area and immediately established the cordon in the wet
test and muddiest part of Cyprus. Sgt. Tidy, Paddy Hunter
and Ptes. Quinnel and Sims were somewhat more fortunate
because their position was beside a Greek house which the
owner readily lent them for the night, so they had some
degree of comfort. Morning found the most miserable,
dejected, soaked and hungry platoon it is possible to imagine
but a drop of tea, food and sun soon raised our spirits.
Within an hour or so, atom proof shelters had been erected
at each post, but, of course, the inevitable order came once
again—MOVE. This time it was back to C.B.S. Camp, so
noone really minded.
It was now Sunday, 7th and thoughts were of preparing
for Christmas and all that goes with it, but on the following
Tuesday, real Cloak and Dagger stuff descended upon us.
The Mersinnikki veterans were briefed by Capt. Clarke,
issued with Royal Artillery badges and loaded into Royal
Artillery vehicles. They then disappeared in a smog of
security. Later that day the remainder once more packed
and embussed and set forth on a long night drive to
Akanthou where the advance party had laid down a night

Republished with kind permission of the Editor, Kentish Express

Ptes. E. Brinstead and A. Beamia making the " Rocket Ship," in which Father Christmas
arrived at the Children's Christmas Party.
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cordon. We joined them at dawn the next day after a
nevertobeforgotten slog over the hills with full kit. Very
quickly a Company H.Q. was set up and we settled into
the old routine of night cordons, although we were allowed
to do some searching in the village. During this time,
Paddy Hunter and Jacko Jackson were lording it on a high
peak on the pretence of manning and O.P. The rest of the
boys were their salves to carry up water, food, rum (only
to be consumed on O.C.'s orders) and every mod. con. that
could possibly be carried on a manpack. Now this was
Paddy's downfall, because he worked out the meals until
Saturday and saved all the goodies for a Royal Feast on
Friday evening. Unfortunately, he came down to Earth
before that date and the said goodies found their way back
to the C/Sgt's. Stores. The wee folk let you down that time,
Paddy.
The 13th found us again moving, this time to Lefkoniko.
where once more—you've guessed it—we cordoned. It
was more interesting at this place because the night sky
was illuminated with everything the Army has, including
searchlights—who said no lights on the cordon ?—and the
peace was shattered by maniacs firing their weapons into
the ground to scare the locals. The nearest thing we had
to an accident was when an empty 2 inch mortar case nearly
crowned Abbo, but it is generally believed the only damage
would have been to the said missile. Dixie Dean suffered
a severe shock whilst house searching—he had a wash—

because the rope he went down a well on was too long.
One very interesting event was a visit to an EOKA hide
that had been found in a house and it is surprising how
ingeniously it was camouflaged in a fake tiled floor. Well,
we slogged on except, of course, Robbo, who found it
rather tiring, but forgot to take his alarm clock with him
on the cordon and we eventually returned to Nicosia on
the 20th.
Since then we have prepared for Christmas and received
mountains of parcels which we could not carry with us in
the field. We also received Christmas cards from Mr.
Champion, at present on leave in U.K., and Ginger Powley,
who is actually working. He tells us he only does this to
get money which is the recognised exchange medium for
alcohol. Hard luck, Ginger, but you can always come back
you know ! We heartily thank them both for their kind
wishes. The only change in the platoon are Ptes Bridges
and Horton now sporting their first stripes. Congratulations
to you both. We must now close and decorate our tents
in readiness for the competition for which Capt. Clarke is
kindly going to present a case of beer.
Amidst this tangle of coloured paper and George Gis
sings infernal, unending primus stove (just having a brew,
Sarge) we must say "cheerio" and wish everyone a Merry
Christmas and a hicHappy NewhicYear.
Alpha.

Guard of Honour provided by "A" Company, 1 R.W.K. at Episkopi on 19th November, 1958, for Air Marshal
Sir Hubert Patch, departing C.inC., M.E.A.F.
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2 Platoon
"A" Company, the " Grenadier " Company, maintained
their usual high standard of turnout and drill when they
supplied the Guard of Honour for the departing " Air
Marshal Sir Hubert Patch." 2 Platoon, as usual, supplied
the smartest part of the Guard, but you would have found
it impossible to believe that this could be achieved when
you saw the state of the uniforms when initially issued by
the Q.M. The N.S. men had the chance to get the feel of
"Blues" for the whole Guard was turned out in No. 1
Dress with white gloves and a white kid belt and bayonet
frog. The hats were the biggest laugh, for the fatter mem
bers of the platoon looked like round, outofwork postmen
who had gone to seed and put on weight after missing the
rigours of their rounds. On the tall, skinny ones the hats
looked like the drum on the pea. The cries of " where did
you get that hat ? " broke the silence as prospective Gestapo
Members saw what they really did look like. It was
amazing how soon the uniforms were knocked into shape.
When the big day did arrive the Guard was praised by the
inspecting officer as " a very smart Guard."
We then provided a second Guard of Honour for the
incoming "Air Marshal MacDonald." It was said to be
better than the first Guard, but we can't see how we could
have improved on perfection.
Ptes. Lack and Byrd on their return, along with other
members of the platoon, set about fatigues for a while.
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It was probably because of Pte. Lack's sterling work on
the Company garden and Pte. Byrd's carpentry on the
ironing room that they were promoted to L/Cpl. and now
enter the honourable institution of the Corporal's Club.
" Get them in " roar the older members. Pte. Buckman
who also helped with the garden is still waiting for recog
nition of his sweat and toil.
Cordons, ambushes and more cordons, are the order
of the day. During these wettest months of the Islands,
these cordons, etc., are not amusing at times. The times
that spring to mind are 2 o'clock in the morning when
someone shakes you and says " your stag," your answer—
" Okay ! mate " followed by snores — performance then
repeated without snores—head emerges from sleeping bag
to be deluged in rain. Then, amidst gurgles, and ungentle
manly language, you dress in wet, soggy clothes and are not
in the least surprised to see a fellow comradeinarms go
floating past, snoring and oblivious to the mud, etc., until
you shake him. The first cordon was at Larnaka, a small
village on the Kyrenia Range, where 2 Platoon and Cpl.
Guillaume from 3 Platoon remained after the rest of the
Battalion had moved on. We carried out ambushes on
various tracks leading from the village in the wet conditions
previously described. We were all glad to reach the haven
of C.B.S. after no contact with terrorists, or any form of
human life.
Anakthou was the next place on the list, where again

Guard of Honour provided by "A" Company, 1 R.W.K., at Episkopi on 27th November, 1958, for Air Marshal
Macdonald, newly arrived C.inC., M.E.A.F.

18

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

we carried out cordon duties all too familiar to "A" Coy.
Half of the platoon moved up to Akanthou and Mersin
nikki in the " wee small hours of the morning," and scram
bled and fell down onto the village trying hard to keep the
sniperscope batteries from being broken. Cpl. Coleman,
whose sniperscope it was, carefully planted the heaviest
part of the equipment on the rest of the platoon and then
wondered why the rest of us were out of breath. He said
he musn't strain himself as he had a release medical due
up in a few days time. (Sly jog to our memories, lest we
forget).
" C " Company found a hide in the village. "A" Com
pany must have left it there to keep them happy, for "A"
Company dealt with riots in this village once before and
had their share of glory. From Akanthou we moved on
to Lefkoniko and again cordoned the village. A hide was
found and a few other odds and ends. 2/Lt. Coles, our
platoon officer, lived in his own "Sputnik" or caravan,
which he found by the road. Someone wrote the words
" Gypsy Rose Lee " and " Stop me and buy one " on the
side, but he took it all in good part and " duffed " the lot
of us.
We are still strong enough to wish you all a Happy and
Prosperous New Year, for we won't be capable around the
beginning of thf New Year due to Christmas hangovers.
So, good luck, from us all, including the notorious " Shep "
Sheppard, " Fatso " Pampling, " Ogi" Harris, Cpl. " Atlas "
Coleman, " Dickie " Byrd, who has now departed for U.K.
leave. He'll be back—and the other less notorious and
quieter boys of* the platoon who keep out of the Minor
Offence Book and Inglorious Fame.
The " Cole " Merchants.

3 Platoon

At the time of writing, your scribe is sitting on the
flat roof of a house surveying the local hovels, etc. Since
our last joyous days at Episkopi, this poor, hardworked
platoon, has seen many villages and huge hills. We are
getting used to sleeping vertically lying down. We, that is,
the Battalion, have been trying to keep our side of General
Darling's " six months to go " motto, and the platoon have
been hard at it. On Tuesday, 2nd December, we pulled
out of our " Homes " to do a cordon and search on a vil
lage. We took it over from the Paras, so naturally, any
thing that was movable, had been moved. After much
selecting of the best positions, we moved off just before
dark. One always gets a wonderful feeling of freedom
when sleeping under the stars! That is until it rains!!
And rain it did, as in a, matter of minutes, everybody and
everything wassoaked, so we all spent a miserable night
looking at one another while the rains came. All, with the
one exceptiqn jof Cpl. Pete Guillaume, who slept solid all
through it, although his bed looked like a Paddy Field.
When he wokej he had to drain out his sleeping bag, but
he still didn't seem perturbed. We stayed at this village
until Friday midday, during which time a number of
chicken disappeared. Ptes. Green and Jeffrey had to fork
out"15/ for one they came by. It seems that it had an
unusual bone structure after it had beeen lifted high with
a nobbled stick.
At the next village, near Kyrenia, we had the job of
patrolling a long road, and also a road block had to be
set up. Ptes. Ruse and Parker made the block, barbed
wire from a previous operation, opposite a baker's shop.
Pte. Heather joined them after breakfast with selfheating

soups. He very quickly sized up the situation by testing
the first batch of bread from the shop. Together with the
soup, it made a meal, alacarte. Our platoon was divided
into two at midday so that half could have a wash and
brushup, play the local kids at volleyball and rest if they
wanted to. The rains once again descended upon us to
gether with orders to upsticks and away to a new location.
This time it W£s to a monastery on the other side of the
village. On our arrival, the C/Sgt. was waiting with a meal.
Although it was still in tins, he had heated them through
so at least we had something warm. The next stage was to
unload the trucks so we could find our kit, etc. This was
aided by a band of very wet " cherubs " from the platoon
holding huge candles borrowed from the buildings. We
then had to move off to new positions over land, and very
nearly sea, while the rain continued to fall. That night,
we had seven positions to find and this was completed just
before 1900 hours. What a sorry looking bunch we
appeared. Next morning some were lucky in their positions,
and in particular, Ptes. Ransley, Kitchen and Clarke. When
Lt. Colgate visited them in the morning, they were seated
in a marvellous Dining Hall of an approved school, eating
an equally wonderful breakfast. Pte. Ransley toasted Lt.
Colgate through the window with tea as much as to say,
guess who's dry and warm, or words to that effect. But Lt.
Colgate, not to be outdone, soon found the back entrance
and had a hot meal. The rum issue however, was very
welcome that night. We left there on Sunday morning for
camp for a bath, change and a cleanup in general. The
song, " We're going to hang out the washing," had nothing
on our lines as nearly all tent ropes had some soaked
clothing on them. We all saw the NAAFI girls that night
and a good session was had by all. But this life of bliss
was soon shattered when the Company Commander told
us on Tuesday afternoon, 9th, that we were off out at 1515
hours sharp. This time it was one of our old haunts (???).
After seeing it during our first year so many times, we
know that area well. After marching over the hills from
our old Company Base for two hours, we took up positions
on the side of the Feature. Next morning a 30 man patrol
could be seen coming over the hills headed by CSM King.
Not only were they carrying heavy Bergen packs, but the
CSM also managed a jar of rum clutched to his chest like
Gold. Since then we haven't seen it, but we all long to
taste that very warming nectar again. During this opera
tion, a hide was found by a patrol of "C" Company, con
taining 2 cwt. of gunpowder, 2 X 25 pounder shells, a Piat
Bomb.
We then switched to its sister village, another trouble
spot (???????). We were under command of the Grena
dier Guards this time, but so far, we haven't seen very
much of them as they are on the other side of the village
from us. The first night, we spent under the stars, but
some managed to make the best of things. Cpl. Watson
and his little band were seen converting a lorry body into
a house. While L/Cpl. Goodyear, Ptes. Heather and
Ransley turned a lorry cab into a firstclass Bren position.
Next day the platoon rest area moved to an empty house,
and made themselves comfortable. Cpl. Guillaume and
Pte. Parker found a double bed on which to rest their
weary heads between stags, whilst Pte. Ruse still main
tained that the floor is still the best. During the drags of
daylight bodies can be seen emerging from odd corners to
take up their respective cordon positions. That's all for
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this time, as it's now time to stag it up again. The main
thing now, being so near to Christmas is, will we be in
camp to spend the festivities? Time alone will tell!
THE "CHURCH WARDENS."

" D " COMPANY
The period under review is one typical of the last year
—a time of hard work, operations in completely different
parts of the island and widely varying roles. When our
last notes were written the company was still in Kophinou
with one platoon at Ora and Sgt. Scudder recovering from
his wounds. We left that area shortly after and we are
glad to report that Sgt. Scudder was soon completely fit
again and anxious to get to grips with EOKA.
The company had hardly returned to camp and re
organised before we were making a quick move to the
other side of the Kyrenia mountains where we enforced
strict house curfew in the two large villages of Lapithos
and Karavas, picturesque places where crystal clear spring
water races down the steep hillside Streets. Our stay on
this occasion was brief and the next day we handed over to
a company of the Parachute Regiment. C/Sgt. Vine was
not sorry to leave as he feared he would be forced to
honour his rash promise to plunge into the pool if the
Company Commander did so.
After another brief period in barracks we were off
again, this time on an operation in which the whole
battalion was taking part. D Company was cordoning and
enforcing curfew in Sisklipos, a primitive place with nar
row, twisting, cobbled streets. The long awaited rains came
while we were there and many a bivduac was found to be
an inadequate protection against the violent downpour
which lasted all the first night. We were not sorry to move
again after a few days—back once more to Lapithos where
this time our task was to patrol up the steep and rocky
hillside around the village. Company HQ on this occasion
was situated in the municipal market building in " Heroes'
Square." (An appropriate name while we were there!) The
inclement weather continued and rum was issued to allay
the ill effects of cold and wet.
At the conclusion of this operation we were in camp
for one day only before leaving for yet another part of
the Kyrenia range—this time the village of Akanthou. After
a long approach drive at night, we stumbled forward over
the broken ground in the darkness to take up our cordon
positions around the North and West sides of the village.
Before we left we had also taken over the South side of A
Company. Our next move was to the sea where we en
camped by the shore ready to move anywhere at thirty
minutes' notice. Some hardy men took the opportunity to
swim in the icy December waters. On the second day the
company was called upon to move into a mountain forest
in an operation to find a hide. The empty hide was soon
found and we returned for a final night by the sea before
moving to Lefkoniko.
This stage of the operation has been well publicised.
It started with a well organised " flushing " at dawn on the
17th December. " Flushing" means getting all men of
certain ages out of their houses and taking them to a place
where their identities are checked. Subsequently the opera
tion seemed to lose its impetus as information was scarce
and it was with relief that we heard we would be back
for Christmas. Since our return to camp all energy has
been directed to Christmas preparations.
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At this season we wish all who follow our fortunes
a Happy New Year, though doubtless by the time these
words appear in print it will be well advanced.
We look back upon a year in which our company has
been on very many operations and has given a good
account of itself.

SUPPORT COMPANY

Coy. H.Q.
Almost the whole of November was spent on operations
in the Kyrenia district, where the Company acquitted itself
extremely well. At the first village, Ayios Yeorious, a com
plete search and cordoning off was maintained for nearly
two weeks, and it was there that many items of the EOKA
armoury were recovered. The Sgt.Major announced the
capture of a terrorist in no uncertain manner, rushing into
the O.R.'s " mess " at one o'clock in the morning and loudly
acclaiming the efforts of the Security Forces.
During our stay at Ayios Yeorious, the canteen was
run exceptionally well by C/Sgt. Levett and the two molar
minors, Hooter Hayes and Piggy King. Ron. Mew occa
sionally voiced objection when cigarettes were " dogged"
on boxes of .303 ammo., but on the whole, things went
pretty smoothly.
We eventually moved to Bellapais, where a base was
fixed at the local school. It was here that we said goodbye
to Bal Roberts, who left for demob, near the end of the
month. Pete Burden left for his course, but.despite this,
the Company continued to function in its own inimitable
style, and everyone was delighted to hear of the killing of
Matsis, in a nearby village.
After a month sleeping out, we returned, only to be
called out again after thirtysix hours at C.B.S. This time
destination was Akanthou, an old huntingground. Here
most of the time was spent in searching and patrolling.
Fortunately this ended after ten days and although it is
rumoured that someone had a shower on our return, most
of us went straight to bed.
" Badger " Brock is now in residence at the office and
is usually to be seen playing snap with the Sgt.Major. At
present we're all looking forward to a boozy Christmas and
a more prosperous New Year than the last.
Bunnie.
Mortar Platoon
For us, the month of November was a month of con
tinuous operations. Our first port of call was Ayios
Yeorious, where we worked on a rotation of cordons, road
blocks rind searching. During a meticulous .search of a
certain plot of ground, our chief wellexplorer, Mr. Taylor,
got into difficulties when he was almost overcome by tear
gas fumes, while exploring one of the numerous deep wells;
a torch carefully lowered to him slid .gracefully into the
water. The climax of the operation came when the rope
on which he was being lowered snapped, which sent him
falling back into the water with a resounding splash.
Luckily he had no broken bones. He was rewarded with
the promise of a nice, hot bath, quite a luxury at that time.
Having mopped up all the wanted men there, we went
on to Bellapais. There, our "night to remember" was
when a deluge of rain played havoc with our bivouacs and
completely flooded our positions. The water rose to a depth
of four inches and it was a common sight to see the sleep
ing bags, plus the occupants, floating away downstream.
These trials and tribulations did not, of course, dampen the
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spirits of our resilient platoon, the H.Q. functioning during
the crisis and supplying cups of hot soup, thanks to Cook
Cpl. Jock Nice.
Hie run of ops. was completed with a tenday stay at
Akanthou. We were more fortunate in this op. and man
aged to acquire a cafe in which to establish our H.Q. Sgt.
Mead's wireless, along with many other household gadgets,
added to our comforts.
We welcome Pte. Major to the platoon and hope his
stay will be a happy one. Mr. Taylor is now in U.K. on an
Air Portability Course and we feel sure that he will do well
if it is only to justify the fourweeks after course leave he
gets. Cpl. Laming will soon be leaving for a Netheravon
course and we wish him every success; he is leaving us
" clued up," thanks to the diligent teaching of Cpl. Ongley.
Cpl. Watson is to be congratulated on coming fifth
out of eighteen on his Assault Pioneer Course, while L/Cpl.
Nice has been recommended for on an advanced P.E. course.
Christmas is now upon us and we have been busying our
selves in decorating the Beer Bar. We are all looking for
ward to a Happy Christmas and we wish everyone the same.
The Pipers.
M.M.G. Platoon
We open this month to say cougratulations to all the
lads on a very good and tiring effort while on operations,
while at Ayios Yeorious and Bellapais. We are now back
in camp and having a good clean up, and all looking for
ward to Christmas.
On the Battalion Christmas draw we had some good
luck for a change^ when Pte. Shaxted won the lucky air
ticket home. We all wish him the very best of luck and
make the best of it. We must not forget the two Cpls.,
Oink 1 (Cpl. Kemp, V.) and Oink 2 (Cpl. Kemp, E.) on
winning their prizes.
. We all send our regards and best wishes to Cpl.
Courcha and his wife who has just arrived out here, the day
before the Christmas Festivities begin.
 In the very near future, all the lads are looking forward
to r being I.A. Platoon, and hoping that everyone is a
qualified Helicopter Man.
We all send our best wishes to Cpl. Close on his course
at Netheravon, U.K.
We all sign off sending our Christmas wishes and a
Happy New Year to all in the platoon.
Citizens of Bellapais.
Assault Pioneer Platoon
We would like to congratulate L/Cpl. Fretter on his
promotion. We again start our news column on a happy
note by saying that four of the platoon, Ptes. Feast, Free
guard, Maybank and Welling all passed a Pioneer Course,
which ran for a fortnight at Polemedhia Camp. We con
gratulate Pte. Feast on coming top of the course which
included Soldiers from many other Regiments. They
returned from the course only to find that the whole Coy.
lines were deserted. They were soon to learn that their
Coy. was paying visits to several villages in the Kyrenia
District. However, they themselves joined their platoon a
week later as "Pucker " Pioneers, the boys having a most
enjoyable stay in which they " Blew " two hides, much to
their delight.
There was a little controversy as to who made the
loudest bang. However, we finally agreed among our
selves that Sgt. (POP) Coleman's team beat that of L/Cpl,
Fretter.

After being out for four weeks the boys were glad to
get back to CBS for a rest, but they were soon to learn
that they were off again after being in for less than two
days. During our stay at a certain village we had the
honour of making our TV debut, much to the approval of
our handsome platoon! We also managed to get our
photograph in a wellknown local Newspaper, and we
eventually returned to camp for a well earned rest after
being out for a further ten days.
We are glad to say that Pte. Hard wick got over his
knee injury which was caused while playing football for
the Battalion. While working in the store temporarily he
had a considerable rest period much to his approval!
There has been one rearrangement of the Platoon,
that of Pte. Gutteridge taken over the role of storeman,
from Pte. Welling who has come out to join the boys in
their various escapades. We wind up this edition by wish
ing everyone a very Happy Christmas and a Prosperous
New Year.
LIONHEARTS.

"H.Q." COMPANY
With Christmas nearly upon us the rush and worry
begins. The Little People are working nineteen to the
dozen, what with Xmas Draws and Christmas Festivities
suddenly appearing very real.
The Chief has again changed with the departure of
Major Crumplin to UK, we wish him every success and
happiness in his new position and thank him for all he
achieved during his short term of office. We welcome to
HQ Coy. Capt. P. J. Goodwin, may his time at the helm
be a happy one.
CSM Simmonite continues to enthrall us with tales of
the " Good old days" when football and boxing were
really tough, and has even tried his hand at that very diffi
cult sport of HulaHooping, not quite to his satisfaction
we fear, although we have noticed him tightening his belt
a notch or two. That veritable chariot of his, the "Volkes
wagen " continues to roar perilously near the edge of the
monsoon ditch, but as yet is still intact. It was suggested
that it be gaily festooned with bunting and holly, but
knowing how jealously the paintwork is guarded we feared
the results.
A new addittion to the Arms Store is Pte. " Don "
Preston, his addiction to " Bull" is understandable due to
the fact that he has recently left his position as batman to
Major Crumplin, but it is beyond reason why he still con
tinues to roam the Arms Store with duster and brasso in
hand. It is not sure yet whether he is roosting with "Owly"
Older in the rafters, but L/Cpl. " Jeem " Walker can be
seen sometimes prodding maliciously upwards with a
broom, although not too hard for fear that he raises too
much dust around his pampered SLR's which now stand
in smart new racks. All that can be seen these days at
most times are people wielding white paint and brushes
painting numbers on nearly everthing in sight.
In the Coy. Stores a change has occurred with the
departure of the Colour Bloke " Dick " Barton for a course
in the UK. Sgt. "Petrol Feet" Brown has crept down
from the barbarid areas of the MT Park to keep the
many varied tasks of the Coy. Stores in running order.
It seems that the one article which always disappears when
ever it is needed, is " Peelers Veg," where to, is a mystery
yet to be solved, but with Ptes. " Joe " DeMayer and Dave
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Rees hot on the trail followed by Pte. " Dell" Blackman,
who tidies up the chaos left by the former pair we are
sure that a solution of a kind will be arrived at.
In the Coy. Office Ptes. "Dell" Curd and " Rog"
Stannard continue to hide away and keep in order all the
numerous pieces of bumph wanted and otherwise, which
seem to accumulate as Xmas draws near. L/Cpl. Gould
whenever wanted always seems to be "on a NAAFI break"
but this seems strange when it is midafternoon.
We are sad to report that the pride of the CSM is no
longer with us. We are, of course, referring to " Chunky "
the cat, unfortunately she died from unknown sources, but
we are now building up the only " Tom " for miles around,
so what with faithful " Moggeridge " who can foresee what
might happen.
Well, as the Coy. Office is about to shut lock, stock
and barrel, we wish our readers a Merry Xmas, and Happy
New Year, and as the CSM is providing the liquid refresh
ment we will drink your health.
" CONSUMMATUM EST."

The Battalion Orderly Room
Owing to heavy operational commitments, life in the
B.O.R. has been somewhat disrupted. Terry, Walley and
Pluto have spent the month serving Her Majesty by cavor
ting around the Cyprus countryside in various stages of
luxury or discomfort. Two members who were very pleased
and proud to escort the Mail out to our three heroes,
returned next morning angry and tired owing to having
to spend the night with Battalion. From all reports
they seemed to have devastated the location with their
attempts at Cookery. 'Nuff said.
At C.B.S. we, who stayed, were having a right good
time until someone said something about guards. Imme
diate prayers for the speedy return of the Battalion.
O.R.Q.M.S. Marshall strove mightily with the O.R.'s
Draw, which was a great success. All members would
like to thank him for his hospitality (had) and Sgt. Wilson
for his (to be had). We would also like to congratulate
Sgt. and Mrs. Wilson on a bonny bouncing girl child.
Intelligence Section
December has passed so rapidly and eventfully that,
on looking back, it is difficult to separate the events. At
the time of writing, the Intelligence Section has spent only
fourandahalf days in C.B.S. Camp, the rest of the time
we have been out on operations. Our first op. this month
was at Larnaka, then at Karavas in what had once been a
smart hotel.
A few days ago, the Battalion returned from what
turned out to be a most memorable op. At Akanthou, with
some of us in the school and the rest in tents, and just lately
in Lefkoniko all in tents, we have some wonderful things
to remember. The wet nights and muddy days, going on
swoops into the towns at night and getting up bright and
early for the R.S.M.'s Muster Parades. Yet another memory
springs to mind, this time of Pte. Smith at Akanthou,
trying to get out of a hide we discovered under the floor
of a house. His head and shoulders jutting out of the
entrance, his face red with exertion, and the rest of the
staff, faces also red with exertion, trying to help him out.
Memories, too, of frantic moments clinging to the Com
mand Post tent as it writhed and twisted in the gales caused
by the helicopters landing nearby.
Now, as we sit in the draughty Intelligence Office at
C.B.S. Camp, we think of Dingles Bell, now enjoying himself

in civvy street and of " Phip," our interpreter, now a Lance
Bombardier on U.K. leave. Which leaves us with nothing
more to do but wish all our readers a Merry Christmas and
a Happy New Year.
" Farmer's Boy."
Quartermasters' Staff
Well, here we are again, a little tired perhaps after
doing what seemed a guard every night while the Battalion
was out, but surviving at any rate. The month started with
the arrival of the Naafi girls who caused considerable
interest among the staff. Cpl. Scaiffe was seen with his
followers racing over to the Naafi girls' bungalow every
time they wanted something done, one begins to wonder
if he ever went in the carpenter's shop during that time, but
we are glad to report that he is back to normal now.
Among other things this month, Pte. Ford has become
a L/Cpl. and is now head of the sanitary staff. Cpl. Mar
chant we regret has been in hospital for some time, but we
are pleased to say that he is now back at home. Ptes.
Thwaites and Wiffin have left us for the U.K. and the fog
and rain of dear old Blighty. The R.Q.M.S. has just
returned from an operation and we feel that Sgt. Shields is
not a little relieved at being able to return to his hide in
the G1098 store. The Q.M.'s football team is top of the
league at the present and when a game is being played the
rest of the staff somehow seem to disappear from their jobs
and next seen cheering their comrades on the football field.
Ptes. Hook, Francis and May have just returned from
courses, the first two from an Assault Pioneer course and
the latter from a clerk's course, they all did very well and
are now, we hope, all genned up. The Q.M. kindly gave
consent to the staff having a Christmas party in the old
Para, stores, and so everyone got busy in decorating it out.
Pte. Crunden was seen with Pte. Tadman (who is in charge
of the party arrangements) doing the decorating, while the
carpenters made a small bar and put shelves where neces
sary in the room. After a little bit of scrounging of
decorations (we won't say where) the room was finished.
For the children's party some of the staff made a rocket ship
on a Landrover which was finished in two days. Ptes.
Brooke and Brimstead painted it and in their hurry we
feel that they got rather more paint on themselves than
on the rocket. Well, that is all from the Q.M.'s Staff for
this year. ROLL ON DEMOB.
The Quartermongers.
WIVES' CLUB
The social evening for November was held on the 24th.
Mrs. Simonds, wife of Lt.Col. A. Simonds (retired), who,
together, run a flower farm in the Kyrenia Pass, took time
off from her other occupation, that of broadcaster, to give us
a talk on flowers. With a bunch of chrysanthemums and
sprays of Seuna, complete with pods, she arranged several
artistic variations in the same bowl, with many helpful
tips thrown in, for which we were very grateful. Flowers
are not easy to buy here and apart from the wild ones in fhe
spring, we have many struggles to grow them in our
gardens.
After tea and delicious sandwiches and cakes, made
by Mrs. Hope, Mrs. Patterson and Mrs. Marchant, we tried
to win a little extra Christmas spending money at tombola.
C.S.M. Smith presided once again rind this time brought
Sgt. Quinn to keep him company and check results.
Those present were : Mrs. Palmer, Mrs. Simpson, Mrs.
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Bryan, Mrs. Spalding, Mrs. Vine, Mrs. Hurley, Mrs.
Brookes, Mrs. Hope, Mrs. Patterson, Mrs. Marchant, Mrs.
Pitchers and friend, Mrs. Cleaver, Mrs. Tarver, Mrs. Nor
ton, Mrs. Parker, Mrs. Newton, Mrs. Johnstone, Mrs.
Osborne, Mrs. Marshall, Mrs. Leach, Mrs. Lockyear and
Dodie, Mrs. Flint and Mrs. Dodson. Many were dis
appointed in being unable to come, but with husbands out
they had no babysitters.
Mrs. Blake, a member of the Nicosia Garrison Choral
Society, was at a rehearsal for their concert of music for
Christmas. This was given to a packed hall in Wolseley
Barracks on December 16th, and was a very great success.
Mrs. Pitchers won the raffle; a set of coloured Christ
mas tree lights.
Mrs. Osborne gladly agreed to take over the duties of
secretary earlier this month from Mrs. Dodson, who has
a fulltime job with the Cyprus Police Force and is unable
to come to committee meetings.
We would like to welcome Mrs. Durtnell recently
arrived in Nicosia. She is also filling in her spare time
doing very useful work with the Cyprus Police Force. She
is one of the particularly unlucky wives who have seen
almost nothing of their husbands lately.
The end of the ban on service families coming to
Cyprus is naturally a very popular move. We want to do
all we possibly can to welcome those families who have
been held up by the ban and realise that it caused them
many heart and headaches. Once one has accepted the
second rateness of almost everything in Cyprus, one can
settle down to enjoy life, which we all do.
As far as is known, not one wife in Cyprus accepted
the offer of a free passage home when things were particu
larly trying. Our husbands are away from home a lot, but
we are very happy to see what little we can of them, and
put up with local restrictions to do so, rather than be left
behind, or sent back to England.
Schools function normally, our children are taken
there in buses. They all look thriving. Allegiance to Robin
Hood, cowboys and indians is temporarily in obeyance. It's
now thumbs up to every serviceman who passes and uner
ring knowledge of units, vehicles, cap badges and signs.
Many prayers, such as, " God bless Mummy and Daddy
and help him to find lots of bombs . . ."are heard at bed
time these days.
In spite of the Battalion's unpredicted absence on
operation Dovetail when many " daddies" were doing
just that, lookingfor bombs, the Children's Christmas party
was held as planned on 17th December. As last year, the
wives were exceedingly lucky in having many volunteers
from the Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess to run the
party, and a wonderful job they made of it, too. C/Sgt.
Barton put in much preliminary spade work before an un
expected trip to U.K. came his way. C.S.M. King took
over, only to be called out on ops., so C.S.M. Simmonite
eventually took on the job and was ably assisted by Sgt.
Rickwood. Our very grateful thanks to both of them.
The band added atmosphere and a really festive air.
It was as well they packed up at dusk as they would have
lost the battle against the " music " produced by the chil
dren welcoming Father Christmas. The Drums worked
like blacks in preparation and during the party. Their
preliminary spongeing down of chairs and tables made one
mother smile at the thought of how much more they would
need spongeing after some of that glorious tea had been
spread over them.

We were very lucky in having a grand team of
N.A.A.F.I. girls, just arrived from England, who agreed,
at very short notice, to do the children's tea. It looked
delicious. Appetites were large after rides into outer space
(the football field) on a rocket, rides on swings, slicfes,
seesaws and houses. After tea a good film show was given,
followed by some magic from Bdsm. Eke. Father Christ
mas seems to have put on weight since last year, but just
managed to come down that chimney and brought several
toys, sweets, toffees and oranges for each child. The
Pioneers must be thanked for their help in the scenic
effects. It was a wonderful party, all agreed.
A sudden invitation was received for eight children to
attend a party on December 19th given by the "Daily
Mirror." The committee decided to restrict this to chil
dren of privates and corporals and the lucky children were
those of Cpl. Cooper (2), Pte. Loates (2), L/Cpl. Stamp (1)
and Cpl. Clark (3).
When the Greek Cypriot N.A.A.F.I. staff were sacked
an appeal was made for volunteers to work in the families'
shop. To this Mrs. Barrett, Mrs. Cooper and Kay Lock
year responded. It is very refreshing to go shopping there
now and to see their cheerful faces amongst the staff behind
the counter. They are doing a good job and at a particu
larly busy time in very cramped accommodation. We are
promised a new and bigger and better Families' Shop in
Nicosia and look forward longingly for that day to arrive.
We lost a staunch supporter of the wives' club during
the month, when Mrs. Crumplin sailed home with her hus
band and daughter, Mary. We wish them the very best of
luck and hope to see them next year. A card was received
from Mrs. Molie Johnson. We were glad to hear her news,
but sorry it included a stay in hospital. Get well soon, we
will see you, too, next year.
Most of us have been trying to decide what to give
our husbands for Christmas. Mrs. Wilson solved her prob
lem by presenting her husband with a daughter on Novem
ber 30th. We hear both are doing well and offer our
heartiest congratulations to the proud parents.
Christmas being a matter of days away as we write,
we take this opportunity to send greetings and good wishes
for Christmas rind the New Year to all Queen's Own wives,
their husbands and families.
4
A reckless driver is one who passes you on the road
no matter how fast you're going !
'
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4th 5th BATTALION
Honorary Colonel's Christmas Greetings
" To Lt.Col. A. R. H. Waring, T.D., and all
ranks of the 4th/5th Battalion.
" I want you all to know how much I
esteem the privilege of having been appoin
ted your Honorary Colonel and I send you
all my very best wishes for Christmas and
for 1959. I hope that I may have the
opportunity of meeting as many of you as
possible during the coming year. The best
of good luck to you all.
G. E. L. Pardington."
Battle Honours, World War II
IMPOSSIBLE RIDGE, Italy, 1943; 5th Battalion.
VILLA GRANDE, Italy, 1943; 5th Battalion.
GREECE, 194445; 1st Battalion.
Our Battle Honour story this month is contributed by
Major D. W. J. Wood, T.D., and relates to the 5th Bat
talion's operations in Italy, 1943.
Italy, Christmas, 1943
Christmas, 1943, different from 1942 spent at Tahag
in Egypt's hot sun and Officers serving the troops in the
traditional manner.
Now, here we are, astride the lateral road in Italy—
with 8th Indian Division forming part of a truly Empire
Corps, the centre of the spearhead clearing the run up
Italy. At Ortona, on the coast, the Canadians really bash
ing away, as at the other end of the road, the New
Zealanders investing Orsogna.
And the events leading up to Christmas—before the
Sangro crossing, we had been joined by the Mule Company
with whom we trained in Syria, what a difference it made to
go into action with men you knew. We crossed the Sangro
on the early morning of November 27th, and on the 30th
the classic attack took place, when A and D Coys, of 5th
Battalion R.W.K. were ordered to attack Romagnoli with
Mozzagrogna as the first base and start line. The attacking
companies were pinned down, and B Coy. was ordered in
(John Stocker commanding). Collecting A Coy. en route
and supported by the weight of the 3 inch Mortar Platoon,
the attack became a success and Romagnoli was won.
Through liaison with Brigade, we were kept in the main
picture and it soon became apparent that the wings of
the attack, New Zealanders and Canadians were up against
it, and that our Divisional Commander, Russell Pasha, was
called in to play his part.
Accordingly, 5 R.W.K. moved forward and after
occasional brushes with small parties of Germans, passed
through Lanciano on December 3rd and on to Frisa and
Casone. From here, the Battalion crossed the Moro, over
which was being constructed the bridge which was called
" Impossible" since it was built from the enemy side!
The reason for crossing was to form part of a deception
plan, and during this, we relieved Princess Pats who were
occupying Roalti. From 8th to 15th December the Bat
talion took a real pasting, and on the early morning of the
8th the curtain went up with an unparalled enemy stonk,
which resulted in the destruction of B Coy. H.Q. with heavy
casualties.
During this period, it was Sp. Coy. responsibility to
keep the Battalion supplied, and each night, the mule train
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left Casone to cross the Moro at a suitable ford and thence
on to Roalti—a total distance of perhaps two miles. God,
how we blessed those mules, wonderful animals, even when
one of them became entangled in a signal cable which
caused a bush to rustle unduly and the R.S.M. to draw his
revolver, for the one and only time.
Supplies in, casualties and prisoners out. That was
the drill for a week. On December 15th we Were relieved
by 1/5 Essex in order to carry out an attack on a feature
known as Pt. 239. This was successful, and yet it really
happened, German tanks captured at Piat Point! with
Peter Thomas, the pint sized platoon commander, as the
hero—the official figure was four tanks, we know there
were two.
By 21st December, the position had stabilised after a
number of counter attacks had been repelled—and behold,
P.R.I. Christmas fare arrived ! But the war must go on,
and the Battalion moved to the Lateral Road, where Christ
mas Day was spent, livened up by occasional shelling and
mortaring. Boxing Day was no different from the rest of
the year, warning orders and rumours of a further attack—
it must be, because the C.O. has called on O. Group in
the fringes of Villa Grande, which had just been success
fully captured after a fiveday siege.
And what of next Christmas, where shall we be ? On
reflection it is better to live from day to day.

"A" COMPANY
In some small recognition of his long and devoted ser
vice to the Company, C.S.M. " Bob " Cleggett was presented
with a solid silver cigarette case inscribed with the best
wishes of all ranks of " A " Company. Capt. K. E. Watson
summed up the general feeling in stating the high regard
he had from Bob Cleggett, both personally and for the hard
work he has put in with the T.A. since its reformation after
the last war.
Major J. L. Large, who we hear is now making a slow,
but sure recovery from his operation, sent a personal letter
to C.S.M. Cleggett.
C.S.M. Cleggett said he was heartened by the increase
of numbers in the Company and he had great faith in
the thoroughness and enthusiasm of C.S.M. Hughes to do
great work for the Company.
The Kent T. and A. F. Association Darts' Competition
has encouraged training in the gentle art of throwing
dexterously and in the first game this season we beat the
4 Buffs at Ashford. We hope for similar success against
297 L.A.A. Regiment R.A., again at Ashford. One point
in our darts practice drill is to always demand the heavy
Jacobean style one pint tankards, which strengthen the
requisite arm muscles which give a steadier hand for hold
ing the dart.
Messrs. Sutton and George assisted in a Cert. "A"
Board at the Depot recently and wish to put on record
their appreciation of the kind hospitality of the Depot Mess.
We are also much obliged to Capt. S. V. Stephens for
lending us an illuminated shield for the last Drill Hall
Social.
The social evening, held on the 6th December, was a
great success, a good time was had by all (less one), our
favourite M.C. (bless him) was on his usual, but his theme
tune seemed to be " I'll walk alone," so we would like to
dedicate to him, " It's all in the Game."
A Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all
our readers.

24

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

" B " COMPANY
Training. Attendance at Training in November was at
times restricted by fog, however, a contingent from the
Company attended a parade at the War Memorial on
Remembrance Sunday. A wreath was laid by Pte. Bell.
After the parade, a service was held in the new extension
to All Saints' Church, Orpington.
A map and compass exercise was set on Sunday, 16th
and was performed on the following Tuesday evening. We
are glad to say that the patrols concerned, reached the
objective of their night march successfully and despite the
hazards of Chislehurst Woods rind the muddy conditions,
all claim to have enjoyed themselves and to have learnt a
great deal from their endeavours.
On the 25th the Company attended a film on Nuclear
Defence at the Civil Defence Headquarters at Orpington.
We thank the Civil Defence Corps there for letting us see
this most instructive film and also for their usual hearty
welcome and kind hospitality.
The Company has also been running a competition
this month to find suggestions for new recruiting posters.
We have heard some interesting suggestions mooted and
look forward to the final " day of judgment" to see what
artistic talent will come to the surface. The competition
will not be allowed as an excuse for wearing the hair at
shoulder length, however.
Recruiting. We welcome to our numbers this month,
Ptes. Barton and Hill. We hope their service with
" Bravo " will be long and happy.
With Christmas soon upon us, we fear that training
will necessarily be somewhat restricted, but we hope to
indulge in some further exercises of a similar kind to the
successful map and compass evening enjoyed in November.
We also look forward to the return of Sgt. Randall, bursting
with knowledge from Hythe, to further our knowledge of
small arms.

" C " COMPANY
We have to report that our recruiting and publicity
drive, 3rd to 18th November, seems to have been a great
success. News of our activities has already been pub
lished, but during this last month, we have seen and heard
the impact upon the local populace.
Excellent reports and photographs of the Council's
Reception appeared in the three local newspapers and many
people have commented about the C.O.'s speech. To citi
zens who wish us well, having heard all about us, we say :
" Help us and spread the ' gospel' for us. We want actual
help as well as good wishes."
It is interesting to see how many other local organisa
tions have cribbed our advertising idea and are getting
local advertisers to publicise their efforts.
Not already reported is our " Mobile Drive " on Satur
day, 15th November. By 0930 hours we had two Champs
in the Town of Sevenoaks, both parked in busy spots.
One, commanded by Sgt. Rump, had a Vickers mounted in
the back and drew numerous spectators, some of whom
thought he was guarding the three nearby banks. The
other Champ, commanded by Sgt. Palmer, set up its 3 inch
mortar in the road, thereby interesting many policemen.
One very important personage was noted to be standing
for a while in a shop entrance making notes of types and

age groups of persons looking at our window display in
the High Street.
Later, we toured the villages of Otford, Shoreham,
Kemsing, Sundridge and Brasted, whilst one detachment
visited the Sports Field of Knole Paddock. Both Sevenoaks
R.F.C. and their opponents tried to bribe our aid in (a)
putting down 3 inch mortar D.F. tasks if called for during
the game, and (b) in sharpening up their own slothful for
wards with the Vickers.
By 1530 hours we had all vehicles together with wire
less and PI. Weapons set up in Westerham Green, where
we were pleased to see Capt. H. R. Duggan and his children.
We achieved our mission making ourselves better
known. One conclusion we have reached concerning civi
lian aid is that more local people, who actually give us
help should be made members of the T.A. and A.F. Asso
ciation District Committees. We have had a lot of help
from these stalwart local men and we think them of great
value.
We have started our precamp evening training. Work
ing from a syllabus and recording individual's progress, we
shall be in a position after camp to see where our weak
points are and to do something about them.
One film evening we have had was a riotous success.
C.S.M.'s Baker and Jones and Sgts. Rump and Ebbs can
now get vision and sound and focus all together at the same
time. It took them some time, but it gave us much amuse
ment.
The Sevenoaks Players have had the Centre for ten
days and now, after a fortnight of respite, we are being
invaded by the Post Office for three weeks. We will carry
on in the Garage Block rind in the Club Room.
A Happy New Year to all.

" D " COMPANY
The bell has just sounded for yet another contribution
to the newsletter. I am always being told that the only
thing we are preoccupied with is recruits, and perhaps I
am unashamed as to this. We have, had three in this month
and seem to have one or two on the boil, all of which adds
up to a rather optimistic feeling.
The main event of the month, of course, the social
which took place last Saturday. Pte. Goodwin produced
a band which for the first time in my memory seems to
have satisfied everybody, and certainly all I heard of it in
the early stages of the evening sounded remarkably well.
We sent out a number of invitations to local Territorial Units
and were very pleased to welcome a strong contingent from
the gunners, including the Battery Commander, Major
Brown. We appreciate this interest in our activities and
hope to further cement the relationship, which started when
the brothers Tennant took a Bren gun over to the gunners
and instructed them in its use before they went on the range.
Financially, we are certain of covering our expenses and
the general impression seems that everybody thoroughly
enjoyed it, in spite of murky weather, and we must read
this as a success, with an attendance of at least 150. We
should like to take this opportunity of mentioning particu
larly hard work put in by the Colour Sergeant, P.S.I, and
Sgt. King in particular and to the others who carried out a
lot of unspectacular donkey work in getting things ready.
Next week, we hope to have the film unit up with
some Certificate X stuff and a film review will, no doubt,
appear in the next contribution.
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SUPPORT COMPANY
The main event in our life last month was our party
held on 15th November, which had a good attendance and
was very much enjoyed by all who came. Cpl. Phipps pro
duced a very fine supper and we would like to thank him
for all the work he put into it. Pte. Shapland and Cpl.
Osborne managed the bar and remained sober throughout
the night ! We would also like to thank our P.S.I., C.S.M.
Fox, for all the work he put in to make the party the
success it was.
We have now formed a social club, which is to be
known as the Invicta "Matmap" Club, which we hope
will take care of our future social life. Major D. W. J.
Wood has kindly consented to take over the duties of
President, with Capt. C. A. Innes as Treasurer and Pte.
Shapland, Secretary. We are now preparing for the Chil
dren's Christmas Tree Party on December 20th, which will
be followed by a Social and Dance for the adults.
The Company is making an effort to raise the stan
dard of recruiting in the district in January. The manager
of the Essoldo Cinema has kindly offered to allow a
Recruiting Display to be put on in the foyer of the Cinema
during the week in which the picture, " Sea of Sand," is
being shown. He will also put on a short recruiting film
at the same time.
Everybody is now trying to get mapminded in readi
ness for a Map Reading Exercise to be carried out shortly
after Christmas in the Romney area, which is being laid on
by Lt. Cyster. Members of the Company who have taken
a look at the map of the district have also decided that it
will be as well to become acquainted with the compass.
We shall, no doubt, be hearing more about the waifs and
strays next month.
We are very pleased to be able to welcome a new
member, Pte. Tizard. One can hardly call him a recruit
as he was Mortar Platoon Commander in the 1st Bn. East
Surrey Regiment. We hope that he will enjoy his service
in the ranks with us, and there is no doubt that he will be
a great asset to our Mortar Platoon.
We wish all members of the Regiment a very Happy
Christmas and a very good recruiting New Year.

H.Q. COMPANY
" With the approach of the Festive Season, one's
thoughts lightly turn to Social Functions."
With apologies to Shakespeare.
Social functions are apt to dominate at this time of
the year, but H.Q. Coy. has, in fact, been busy with more
serious things during the month.
The Company First Aid Team, who did very well last
year by winning with 133 Inf. Bde. Competition, but were
just beaten in the 44 Div. Competition by a short head, are
now putting in some serious training with the hopes of
being able to pull off all competitions which take place
early in the New Year.
The training was so realistic on one occasion, that one
young member of the class passed out (in the horizontal
position). A few toughening up exercises are indicated.
The Motor Cycle Trials Team have been braving the
elements in an endeavour to try to pull off a few of the
forthcoming trials. Apart from the riding side of trials,
they are putting in some technical training, as they realise
that the human weaknesses in the trials are not the only
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ones, their machines can be temperamental at limes. So
between brushing up their map reading and practice runs,
tuning up and maintaining their machines, they are a busy
bunch of boys.
The Signals Section, who till now, have been rather
handicapped by lack of numbers, are taking on all new
recruits in the hope of finding some potential signallers
amongst them. Sgt. Geoff. Sales now shuts himself in the
Lecture Room with his section on Tuesday nights, and with
slight opposition of the Drums practising next door, is
doing his best to put over the mysteries of Voice Procedure
and Wireless sets. We look forward to the results of his
efforts.
The month culminated .with the Annual Company Din
ner, which was held on 29th. November. What a night !
We were honoured with the presence of the Com
manding Officer, Lt.Col. A. R. H. Waring, T.D. The
dinner was attended by all ranks of H.Q. Company, with
their ladies, with a few guests, amongst whom we were
delighted to see out late Drum Major. Fred Smith, who
after five months in hospital, was looking remarkably fit,
except for a rather bad limp, which we hope he will over
come with time.
The dinner itself was agreed by all to be one of the
best we have ever had. The catering was done by our
Caretaker and his family, Mr. Charlie May. Judging by
the quantity, apart from the quality, of the food, they
appeared to be doing their best to sabotage the dancing
which was to follow, it was a first class menu well served.
Well done, Charlie and Mrs. May, not forgetting Christine,
thank you, very much.
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After dinner, the O.C. H.Q. Coy., Major F. J. Bobby,
asked the C.O. to present) the Motor Cycling Trophies, but
the C.O., in making a short speech in response to the O.C.
Coy., said he thought it would be more appropriate if Mrs.
Bobby would kindly present the trophies. The Trophy was
won by Cpl. Heskett, who was presented with a replica.
L/Cpl. Allcorn and Cpl. Barden each received a suitably
inscribed plaque as 2nd and 3rd.
Later in the evening we were pleased to see our late
P.S.I., Sgt. Johnny Mace, arrive from the Depot at Maid
stone, his appearance caused loud applause and cheers. He
had been invited as a guest, but 'phoned early in the even
ing to say that his transport arrangements had failed and
would not be able to make it. He was promptly ordered
by Major Bobby to treat it as a military emergency, by
hiring a taxi and to get here by the shortest and most
expiditious route. The reply was W1LCO — he arrived
about 9.30 p.m. Shortly after his arrival, Mrs. Bobby
presented him with a clock suitably inscribed as a mark
of appreciation by the Company for the good work he put
in for their benefit during his tour of duty.
The social and dance which followed was certainly
most lively and entertaining. It was organised (impromptu)
and run by the leader of the band, who will be well known
to many of exmembers of the Regiment, particularly the
2nd Battalion, he was exC/Sgt. Moggy Milton. He and
his happy band of musicians certainly know how such a
function should be run, they are musicians and entertainers
all in one, they made the evening. 1 think it safe to say
that everybody went home very tired, but very happy,
having had a first class evening.
Thanks are due
in no small way, to the efforts of
our P.S.I., Sgt. Johnson, Cpl. Miller, Cpl. Peter Locke,
coupled with our caretaker and his family, who apart from
providing and serving the dinner, also ran the bar. Thanks
a lot all of you the show repaid your efforts.
Final thoughts of 1958 by the Orderly Room Staff :
What date is the Annual Admin. Inspection ?
When do we pack up for Christmas ?
How many days' leave do we get?
Idle lot!
Merry Christmas to all, bottoms up and good feasting.

f
Mother: " Remember, daughter, that if you stay out
late smoking and drinking men will call you ' fast
Daughter : " I know it, mother, just as fast as they can
get to the phone."
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OR once, calm has not followed storm. Our first
storm this month was the Annual Administrative
Inspection which was carried out on 4th December by
Brigadier F. W. B. Parry, A.D.C., Deputy Commander,
Home Counties District.
We were lucky enough to have the Band of the Royal
Marine School of Music, Deal, for the parade, and they
certainly lent a touch of colour to the occasion and helped
us to keep in step on the march past. The intake of
recruits had only been in the Army for a fortnight and
drilled well under Sgts. Martin and Gordon, to whom great
credit is due.
This superficial military display being over, the
inquisition started in earnest. The permanent staff were
dismissed to their posts and gratefully scuttled away grin
ning like Cheshire cats, whilst the unfortunate recruits had
to appear in P.T. kit and lay out full kits for inspection.
Again they did very well, accomplishing the wellnigh
impossible in 20 minutes flat.
Meanwhile, prying eyes found their way into the
mountains of normally undisturbed paper which adorns the
orderly room. A new and unwelcome feature of this year's
inspection was the use by staff officers of a crib, specially
produced for baffling unwary Adjutants and containing
hitherto unheard of portions of Queen's Regulations which
had to be incorporated in Standing Orders.
However, nothing serious appeared to be uncovered,
and although the balance of 9s. 5Id. on Q.M.'s barrack
damage account caused severe hypertension among no
fewer than three staff officers, we await the report with
that fatalism which is born of the feeling that a least the
things over now and we won't be here for the next one !
As if all this was not enough, Messrs. Fincham and
Rudling, Grand Inquisitors from Infantry Records, Exeter,
appeared on the 8th of the month to go through Mr.
Butcher's emporium. They are old friends, however, and
we have since had a very nice piece of paper from them
which covers the said Mr. Butcher in glory.
On the 15th, the Officers were forced to play squash
by Depot The Buffs with usual invitation
we're not very
good and just play for the fun of it." We did win one match
—and that was achieved by a Buff officer who was playing
on our side to make up numbers ! However, they've ducked
a hockey match with us, just when we had a really strong
team lined up to decimate them.
Christmas, by now having crept up on us, the Chil
dren's Christmas Party was held in the N.A.A.F.I. on the
19th. Santa Claus, D.C.M., dealt nobly with the excellent
presents which had been selected by Mrs. Weymouth and
Mrs. Watts, and Mrs. Mumford and her staff produced a
wonderful tea with plenty of those splendid jellies which
are excellent for hurling at one another on such occasions.
The Punch and Judy man and conjuror was given the usual
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rough passage by the extremely sharpwitted children, and
over all presided R.S.M. Watts, whose magnum opus this
was. Congratulations and thanks are due to all concerned.
The following night saw the Sergeants' Mess Draw
and Corporals' Social. The former was a very pleasant
evening indeed, with a splendid display of prizes, most of
which appeared to be carried off by C.S.M. Wilde, M.M.
(for his bottom drawer) and Sgt. Huntington. Having only
seen the aftermaths of the Corporals' Social, I can only
say that it 'appeared that all concerned had a riotous good
time.
Lastly, the 23rd of December, or " breaking up day."
Sgt. Frost and his cooks worked like Trojans to produce a
firstclass Christmas Dinner for the men, which was served
with alacrity by the Officers, Warrant Officers and Sergeants.
Prior to this, of course, the usual departmental tipples had
been held in the Orderly Room and Q.M.'s Office, and
even the normally impassive face of Cpl. Miles wore a
happy smile by the time lunchhour arrived. Our thanks
to Sgt. Frost and the cooks for their splendid efforts.
Finally, may we wish all our readers a Very Happy
New Year.
Training Company
There is little of interest in the ordinary routine of
Training Company News. Just for the record, however, a
large intake of over 80 recruits arrived at the Depot on
November 20th. Of the various competitions held so far,
Aliwal Platoon (under Sgt. Gordon, Cpl. Bona, L/Cpls.
Hills and Marsden) have won the Struggle Ball, Football
and TugofWar. Ferozeshah Platoon (under Sgt. Martin
and Cpls. Wilders, Smallwood and L/Cpl. Silverside) have
plenty up their sleeves for the remaining weeks of training.
Cpl. Sharp has returned to the Depot having spent
some enjoyable weeks at Chichester, where our last intake
was trained.
Congratulations go to L/Cpl. Morris on his recent pro
motion. We hope that he will enjoy life as a Training
N.C.O.
Character Sketch
Our regular readers may have missed our usual
character sketch last month. At the time our staff were
all busy with the Annual Admin. Inspection, which took
place at the Depot on December 4th. Now, however, the
flaps are over and to compensate the omission of this para
graph in the last edition, we now present a lighthearted
look at the Orderly Room.
The Orderly Room
Lighthearted are certainly the correct words to use.
Indeed, it is sometimes impossible to take the Orderly
Room too seriously. Supplies of liquid refreshment arrive
at odd hours of the day from the Sergeants' Mess and it is
a daily fatigue of the clerks to clean the cups. On the
morning of the Admin. Inspection, Cpl. Miles, far from
worrying about documents and Part 2 orders, was frantic
ally searching for a place to hide these various pieces of
assorted crockery.
The foreman of the outfit is the above mentioned Cpl.
Miles, who is so quick with his typewriter that he can type
a page of foolscap before the poor Training Company Clerk
has thumped out the first line. Even with the masses of
work that Cpl. Miles claims to have in his " In " tray, he
still finds time to prop up the right wing of the Depot
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Hockey team every Wednesday afternoon. But, alas, he
is now an " Old Soldier " and the O.R.Q.M.S. is still won
dering whdrYjn earth is going to replace those nimble
fingers when his Orderly Room Corporal gets demobbed
in March.
The second in command is L/Cpl. Wrigley, the man
with the pipe. Many frustrated colleagues, sickened by
the venemous fumes from this dreadful instrument, have
often tried to hide it away. Their endeavours, however,
have, up to now, only resulted in a goslow strike from
L/Cpl. Wrigley, who cannot work properly without it.
Those who have seen the Depot cricket photograph have
sometimes wondered if Keith Wrigley had a grudge against
the cameraman. (If expressions could kill, I'd feel sorry
for the latter). In actual fact, however, the cause of L/Cpl.
Wrigley's woe was a missing pipe! A certain gentleman
from the Messing Office wishing to do society a favour,
had borrowed it for a joke and tied it inconspicuously to
the mattress of L/Cpl. Wrigley's bed. Did someone say
that life at the Depot was dull!
The other two members of the Orderly Room are Ptes.
" Tosh " Tucker and " Gorilla " Steele (the latter so named
for his amazing feats of strength. Rumour has it that
Steele can completely smash a typewriter by taking it into
his arms and pressing against his chest. But perhaps Trail
ing Company's typewriter is referred to, for it certainly
would not take a feat of strength to dismantle that piece
of elegant machinery). Both Tucker and Steele are
fabulous sportsmen. The former is a soccer player, and the
latter a rugger player. Both played for the Depot Cricket
XI and shared in the " huge success " of the team during
the summer!
We must not forget Mr. Butcher, who is famous to
all National Servicemen at the Depot, for he r looks after
their interests as regards release, medicals and demobilisa
tion. This then is the Orderly Room, of which there is
none better at the Depot! They have made two resolutions
for the New Year :—
1. To use more typewriter ribbons in 1959 than in 1958.
2. To live up to the standards of competence set by
Training Company.
We wish them luck !
1

She: " Some day I will get married, and when I do,
a lot of men will be miserable."
He: " Why ? How many men are you going to
marry ? "
i

rvro
DTPUT
JEa I LO lliull1

ON TH,s
NOTICE

MAIDSTONE & DISTRICT
LAUNDRY CO., LTD.
LOOSE ROAD. MAIDSTONE

Tel. 3020

QUALITY SERVICE THAT
WILL SATISFY
j DRY CLEANING

i

CARPET CLEANING

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

28

Home Counties Brigade
LETTER NUMBER TWO
Readers of those Regimental Journals
which published the first of these
quarterly letters will remember that
that particular Letter closed with a list
of certain Officers and Warrant Offi
cers holding key appointments in the
six 1st Battalions and the six Regi
mental Depots within the Home Counties Brigade. Readers
who missed that first Letter may care to refer to the
October issue of "The Dragon," the November edition
of " The Queen's Own Gazette," the Winter copy of " The
Rouissilon Gazette " or the December publication of " The
DieHards."
As a followup to that, and with Battalions coming and
going so rapidly at the present time, it may not be without
its interest to take a look at the many journeys which our
six Battalions have undertaken during the past few years;
in each case the year 1950 has been taken as a (purely
arbitrary) kickingoff date. Here then, in potted form,
are six sagas of travel: —
I Queens: '50, B.A.O.R.; '53, U.K.; '54, Singapore,
Malaya, Singapore; '55, Malaya; '56, Singapore; '57,
B.A.O.R.
1 Buffs: '50, Hongkong, Khartoum, U.K.; '51, Canal
Zone; '52, U.K.; '53, Kenya; '54, U.K.; '55, B.A.O.R.; '57,
U.K.; '58, Aden.
1 Surreys: '50, Greece, U.K.; '51, Tripoli, Canal Zone,
N. Africa; '54, U.K.; '55, B.A.O.R.; "58, Benghazi, U.K..
1 R. Sussiox: '50, Canal Zone; '52„ U.K.; '54,
B.A.O.R.; '56, U.K., Korea; '57, Gibraltar.
1 R.W.K.: '50, U.K.; '51, Malaya; '54, B.A.O.R.;
'56, U.K., Suez, Cyprus.
1 MX.: '50, Hongkong, Korea; '51, Hongkong; '52,
U.K.; '53, Austria; '55, U.K., Cyprus; '58, B.A.O.R.
So much for the past. What of the present, and even
the future? It will be revealing no secrets to say that 1st
Battalion The Queen's Royal Regiment, due to amalgamate
with 1st Battalion The East Surrey Regiment in October,
1959 to form the 1st Battalion The Queen's Royal Surrey
Regiment, will be leaving B.A.O.R. a month or so before
that date. The 1st Battalion The East Surrey Regiment,
only recently returned from Benghazi, await their arrival
in Bury St. Edmunds under the command of their newly
appointed C.O., Lt.Col. Tony White, M.B.E., who it is
thought may well become the first C.O. of the new
Battalion.
1st Battalion The Buffs, after one year in Aden, were
due for a move to Cyprus early in 1959. Much to every
one's surprise, however, such a move did not materialise
and, by the time this Letter appears in print in some
Journals, they will have returned to B.A.O.R. Their amal
gamation with 1st Battalion The Queen's Own Royal West
Kdnt Regiment is not due until the summer of 1961, and
long before that time the latter will, one assumes, have
come away from Cyprus. It is much to be hoped that the
amalgamation will take place somewhere in England.
1st Battalion The Royal Sussex Regiment are billed
to leave Gibraltar in the spring of 1959, but it is perhaps

early days yet to say exactly where they are going. And
finally, 1st Battalion The Middlesex Regiment, who
recently passed through this country after three most suc
cessful years in Cyprus, have quickly sorted themselves out
in B.A.O.R.
To them all, from Commanding Officer to most newly
arrived.Private Soldier, no matter where they may be serv
ing, comes a message of good wishes and good luck for
1959 from this correspondent and from all ranks of the
Home Counties Brigade Headquarters at Canterbury.
As there has been, so far, little or no mention in these
Letters of who is to be found at that Headquarters this is,
perhaps, the appropriate moment to say something more
about that establishment.
Colonel Dick Stevens, O.B.E., late of the Royal
Fusiliers, was, in August last year, succeeded in the appoint
ment of Brigade Colonel by your correspondent, Colonel
Raymond Grace, O.B.E., late of the Buffs. As it is always
highly embarrassing writing about oneself that is quite
enough about him; he plans to pay a visit to all six
Battalions between now and the middle of May and is
much looking forward to meeting everyone.
Major Michael Stopford, of the Queen's, has been at
this Headquarters as DAAG (or Brigade Adjutant as he
prefers to call himself) since May, 1957; he has recently
achieved an extension of his appointment until May next
year. He Jives in Sturry, just down the road from this
Headquarters.
Lt.Col. " Buster " Keene has been the R.O. Ill at the
Headquarters since 1952. He was in the Indian Army and
his last appointment, in comand of the 3rd Battalion Assam
Rifles, included the battle of Kohima. He lives in
Canterbury.
Capt. John French, of The Buffs, has been Brigade
Training Officer since September, 1957. His main responsi
bility—and it is a far bigger headache than is enjoyed by
most Officers of similar age and seniority—is the wellbeing
of seventyone Junior Bandsmen and Junior Drummers,
Boys between the ages of 15 and 17£ undergoing musical
and educational training before going to their Regiments.
A breakdown of these seventyone Boys, by Regiments, is
as follows: —
Junior
Bandsmen Drummers Total
Queens
.. 3
.
11
.. 8
..
7
.. 7
. . 14
.. 9
10
E. Surreys ..
,. 1 .
.. 6 . . 17
R. Sussex ..
. . 1 1
7
.. 2 .
.. 5
R.W.K.
8
,. 4 . . 12
MX
Totals

. . 4 8

. . 2 3

..

71

Of the above, four are undergoing training at the
Royal Military School of Music, Kneller Hall; one each
from The Queen's and the E. Surreys, and two from the
Royal Sussex.
The establishment does, in fact, allow for ten Junior
Bandsmen and six Junior Drummers per Regiment; with
six Regiments in the Brigade this gives a permissible total
of ninetysix, so that there are a number of holes still to
be filled.
The musical side of their training is in the extremely
capable hands of Bandmaster Gaines, of The Queen's, who
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has been the Brigade Bandmaster since the inception of
the establishment in October. 1956. He has an alltoo
small staff of N.C.O.'s to assist him and between them they
have produced a Band, fully capable of " playing out " at
parades and elsewhere, which even in its short life has won
a very considerable reputation for itself.
The Brigade School, where the Boys are taught a lot
more than just their "three R's," is run by Major "Bunny"
Austin, of the R.A.E.C., who has two R.A.E.C. Sergeants
to help him. The results achieved by these three, to judge
by the number of Boys who go to their Regiments with
some form of Educational Certificate, are extremely
gratifying.
The paper work in the Headquarters increases daily.
The handling of it all is ably looked after by O.R.Q.M.S.
Pott, of the East Surrey Regiment, who was posted here in
June, 1957. A staff of three, one of whom has the
additional duty of driving the Brigade CoJ.onel around in
his staff car, are all fully employed on clerical duties.
Finally there is the Weapon Training Staff. Q.M.S.I.
Timblick, of the Small Arms School Corps joined the
Headquarters in March, 1957. Assisted by three N.C.O.'s,
he is responsible for the organisation of, and the training
in, a series of Cadre Courses, of varying duration, for the
N.C.O.'s and potential N.C.O.'s whom Battalions and
Depots send to Canterbury for the purpose. They are
taught Weapon Training, minor tactics and fieldcraft and
the duties of an N.C.O.
So much for who there is, and what goes on, at Bri
gade Headquarters; it is, in miniature, what will eventually
be found at the Brigade Depot. The date for the setting
up of that Depot is 1st April, 1960, but before that date
certain important events will have taken place.
The first of them will have been the moves of the
Regimental Depots of the Queen's and of the East Surrey
Regiment injo Wemyss Barracks, Canterbury, and t|he
establishment of their amalgamated Depot there. That will
be followed, a matter of a few weeks later, by the amalga
mation of the 1st Battalions of those two Regiments, and
the creation thereby of an entirely new Unit, the 1st
Battalion The Queen's Royal Surrey Regiment, to which
mention has already been made earlier in this Letter.
As from that day, probably late in October this year,
all ranks in all the Battalions in the Brigade, no matter in
what theatre they may be, will wear the Home Counties
Brigade badge in their caps and /or berets. This will also
apply to all ranks at all Depots in the Brigade.
The Regimental Depot of the Royal Sussex Regiment
will be closing at Chichester late this year or early in 1960
and will move to Wemyss Barfcacks; and on 31st March,
1960, that Depot and the Depot of the Queen's Surreys
(the official, abbreviated name of the new Regiment of
Surrey) will be disbanded, prior to the formation of the
Brigade Depot. Thereafter, and until such time as they
themselves either amalgamate or move to Canterbury, the
three remaining Regimental Depots (of The Buffs, the
Queen's Own and the Middlesex Regiment) will be " out
stations " of the Brigade Depot.
By the time these lines are printed the news that Her
Majesty has approved the Home Counties Brigade badge
will be some weeks old. No matter what our own personal
feelings may be when we wear that badge for the first time,
and irrespective of what our own Regimental badge has
meant, and will always mean, to each of us, all ranks in
the Brigade will be duty bound to hold their new insignia

in high regard with the utmost loyalty. Changes, especially
changes in what we look upon as fundamental things, are
frequently unattractive and unpalatable; we tend to glance
backwards over our shoulders at what has been and
fiercely, even at times fanatically, to resent any alteration
from the ordered pattern of longestablished things. All
such sentiments and feelings are inevitable and utterly right.
But where changes are of equal inevitability it is futile and
wrong to try to resist them. " Kicking against the pricks,"
however much one may be prompted to do so, is puerile
and timewasting, and it would be a pity if anyone in this
Brigade could be found guilty of being dubbed
obstructionist.
To bring this second Letter to a close it is most
pleasant to be able to record two rather special Awards
made by Her Majesty in recent weeks. First, that of the
Military Cross to Lt. John Hewson. of 1st Battalion The
Middlesex Regiment, for bravery in operations in Cyprus;
and secondly, that of the Military Medal to Corporal
P. R. W. White, of 1st Battalion The Buffs, for a
courageous action on the Jebel Jehaf plateau, Aden. To
both recipients come the good wishes and warm congratu
lations of all their comradesinarms in the Home Counties
Brigade.

Republished by kind permission of the Daily Telegraph

The Home Counties Brigade Badge and
Button.

He : " Thanks for the dance."
She : " That's okay.

It's a charity ball."

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

30

Greetings Cards

EMS OWN
PASTePRESENT
ASSOCIATION

Our grateful thanks to all who sent to this branch
greetings cards for the Festive Season.
All for this time.
I Wuzz Thayre.
CATFORD

AND

DISTRICT

T

ShornclifFe Branch

HE monthly meeting on the 12th December, 1958, was
not very well attended, due. no doubt, to Christmas
obligations, but was quite successful.
It was decided to hold a Social at the " Signal," Forest
Hill, on Saturday, 24th January, 1959, and a theatre outing
in February is a possibility.
Any members of the Association in the nearby dis
tricts will receive a warm welcome. We are a small branch,
so activities are naturally restricted. So we welcome any
support in our endeavours.
The Committee, led by " Bob" Fielder, Chairman,
" Len" Clarke, Secretary, "Mike" Leary and "Dick"
Pindes, are doing a grand job and its plans for the future
will require much more active support. In that respect,
the meeting in January will be mostly devoted to that
object.
Provisional date for the Branch Annual Dinner, will
be the Saturday nearest the celebration of St. George's Day,
which might be the Sundays, 19th and 26th of April, 1959,
when we hope to hold our Annual Parade and tribute at
St. George's Church, Perry Hill, Catford, S.E.6, and to
which we sincerely hope that as many Branches as possible
will give us their support as they have so generously done
in the past. Details of these events will be given later.
We have been very happy to receive greetings from
the Coroprals' Mess at the Depot, The Maidstone Branch
and the Depot. We are very grateful.
These notes will, no doubt, be too late, but we hope
that all Branches and Associations will enjoy a very Happy
Christmas and New Year.
Ravensbourne.

I read with interest that this branch has been able to
gather into its fold an exmember of the Regiment from
Dover. It is known that quite a number of old members
are resident there and 1 beg to suggest that if some form
of notice were inserted in the " Dover Express and East
Kent News," that some would be forthcoming for member
ship. A friend of mine, who lives there, sends me this
paper weekly and 1 almost invariably read of meetings of
all sorts of exservicemen's association. It would be worth
a try.
11th (Lewisham) Battalion O.C.A.
Many thanks to R.O.R. for his interesting items of
late in the Q.O.G. He is not new to us in this respect, but
hitherto his contributions have only been occasional. We
trust he will continue regularly with his correspondence.
It is befitting that such a live O.C.A. should have a place
in the Buster.
London Branch
All is set for our games tourney on 24th January, and
I hope that we shall have a great time with them, lt is
interesting to learn that a bevy of ladies will accompany
their husbands and friends. We hope that they will not
get bored by the tense atmosphere which might prevail.
Whatever the outcome of the games, we shall still be able
to say " Quo Fas et Gloria Ducant."

CHATHAM BRANCH
The opening meeting of 1959 was disappointing from
the attendance angle, due to continuous rain. The Chair
man, S. Thompson opened the meeting with a welcome to
all. In spite of the weather 10 members attended. Apolo
gies for absence were received from the President, Major
Brothers, Alf Tapp, A. McKay, E. Empett, A. Haines, A.
Taylor.
Correspondence was read from Major Brothers and
Mrs. Salt.
The Booby was won by C. J. Williams. We had news
of George Sampson who is unable to attend owing to
permanent nightwork.
The prospect of an Annual Outing for 1959 is to be
discussed at the February meeting. The question of the
Branch Rifles will also be discussed then.
Correction.— In the report of the November Meeting
I misquoted the following names: E. C. J. Munchin should
read E. J. H. Munchin, and H. Davison should read L.
Davison.
We are looking forward to a bumper 1959, and hope
to meet many more exR.W.K's. at the " Hare and
Hounds," Rochester, on the 1st Monday each month.
G. ANCHORS.

BROMLEY

BRANCH

F

IRST and foremost I want to draw attention to the
fact that our Social and Gettogether date has had to
be altered. I had tried by a " Stop Press" letter to the
Editor to have this altered in my notes for December, but
it would appear that the notice was received by him too
late to get this done. The date has been brought forward
one week earlier, viz., 21st March next, instead of 28th
March. Unforseen, we now find that the latter date is
Easter Saturday and in addition to other difficulties, we
fear that we could not reasonably expect a bumper atten
dance. Owing to the fact that Easter is the first real break
after the winter, many people decide to get " away from it
all " to the coast and elsewhere, particularly those with
the means of travel and the wherewithal to do so. So we
trust that you will make the alteration in your diaries and
come along on the rearranged date. Your welcome will
be assured as hitherto.
Congratulations
To Lt.Col. G. E. L. Pardington, M.B.E., T.D., the
members of this branch extend hearty congratulations on
his preferment in being appointed Honorary Colonel of
the 4th/5th Battalion The Queen's Own. Several of our
members remember him as an officer in pre1939 days.
May his tenure of Colonelcy be a happy one.
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LONDON BRANCH

O

UR Xmas meeting, held on 19th December was as
usual, a great success. We can always rely on there
being a hundred present at least, and I should say this
number was easily exceeded. Our members and their
wives turned up in force to attend what is always our
shortest meeting, but our longest sojourn together in the
large room we have always at our disposal.
The President, General A. Riddel), was on parade, but
unfortunately had to be away early and left us his greet
ings for a good meeting, a Happy Xmas and Prosperous
New Year. There were several officers and wives present,
and in a little speech were thanked with all our members
and wives, for their attendance.
We were very much indebted to Mrs. Elson and Mrs.
Bruce, who, at very short notice managed to supply suffi
cient sandwiches to ward off the pangs of hunger for some,
and to produce blotting paper for others, dependant upon
capacity for food or for drink.
This omission was lack of thought on the part of the
Committee, not being brought up at the previous meeting,
as it has been in previous years, and letters sent to our
Secretary, containing postcards to Mrs. Elson and Mrs.
Fenwick, were very much delayed owing to the preXmas
mail, that the one for Mrs. Elson reached her only on the
morning of the meeting. Very regrettable. Mrs. Fenwick
had been asked to produce sandwiches but, owing to
change of address the message did not reach her. The
Fenwick's missed the meeting, a very unusual occurrence.
The Blue Light system went very well although 1 can
not say how much was issued in this way. The Raffles, for
about twentyfive prizes, as usual presented by our mem
bers, raised more than £11 10s. for the funds, an extremely
gratifying amount. There were many who went home very
pleased with their winnings, and all seemed in very good
mood.
In addition to the above absentees we miss Busty
Cannacott and family, who seldom, if ever, miss the Xmas
do, Len Remfry. who can always be relied upon to cart
off half the prizes, but who seems to have completely
disappeared from our happy band of members, and the
Memsahibs Hammond and Wallace, whom we hoped to
see, among others.
To several of our members who are not well, or out
of work due to illness, we sent parcels, arranged by Tom
Briddock, each containing tea, sugar, butter, lard, mince
meat, fruit, milk tinned, cream tinned, cheese, tinned fruit,
jelly, custard, six eggs, tinned salmon, and cream crackers,
a very cheery little gift for the Xmas festivities. We hope
the recipients were pleased and we thank Timber for the
distribution of them.
It was nice to see our Elliotts, Harry and Dan on
parade. Both joined only a few months back. Nice too,
to have Alf Beauchamp and son. Tommy Atkins with Mrs.
Atkins, Col. Basil Clay, Lt.Col. Pug Durtnell, Lt.Col.
Ronnie Mines, accompanied by their wives. Major Bredon,
Lt.Col. " Rajah " Brooke, Lt.Col. Peter Buckle, Lt.Col.
Pink, were with us, also Mrs. Bruce and Miss Harford.
We were sorry not to have Harry Elson with us, hope
he is better now, but glad to see both his daughters. Rose
and Daphne, with Mrs. Elson, and Bob Gunter their son
inlaw.
Tom Briddock, Darkie Maslin, Dapper Martin, Gun
boat Parry, Tom Silk, Pedlar Palmer, complete with
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families. Paddy Burke with wife, looking extremely well
and happy, married bliss, no doubt. Ted Tickner, Len
Shuffle, John Chalmers, Harry Lofts, Jack and Mrs. Hunt,
the Johns, Newton and Teare, Bill Beach, "Scruff"
Boughton, Jeppy. Two whom nobody expected, Messrs.
Drake, exlst Battalion Gunner, and coming along to the
meeting for the first lime, Fred Bagurst—very welcome too,
Laff Lafferty, Mr. and Mrs. Maddox, Fishy Parker.
Bandy Waller, Scotty, Ralph Ratclilf, our newest mem
ber, Freddy Cox with wife, Harry Freeman, Arthur Edwards,
George and Mrs. Stow, Spud and Mrs. Evans, Mr. and
Mrs. Wallace, junior, and lots of other very welcome folk.
We missed the faces of George Moody, and his two
pals this year, Bert and Ted Merritt, The Cardinal, also
George Newman, but at least we think of them. Hope
they will pop back and see us in the New Year.
As to the meeting itself, this took only a short time.
We began on a sad note, as our old friend Mr. De Planque,
who spent several years with the 1st Battalion between the
wars, had passed away only a few days before the meeting.
He had mailed us from hospital but was unable to win his
battle for life. We rose in silence for one minute, to pay our
respects, and the branch sends its condolences to Mrs. De
Planque in her sorrow. I hope she will communicate with
us should she require assistance.
The Bromley GetTogether and the evening of 24th
January were mentioned and then the Chairman
announced that business would be postponed until the
raffle was over, and if anyone might want to say anything
to benefit the branch, if they were in any condition to do
so, could do so later! ! The ladies then went around and
did a really roaring trade with the raffle tickets, everyone
doing their best to keep up our usual rate of exchange.
During lulls in the conversation voices and noises
could be heard occasionally, sounding a trifle melancholy,
and this turned out to be Timber's tape recorder, which he
had apparently recovered, complete with the recordings.
As nobody was paying the slightest attention to the
machine, it was turned off, and no doubt Timber will inflict
it upon us at one of our normal meetings, when traffic,
through and across the room, large as it is, does not come
up to the Xmas load! Timber was warned before the
meeting, but thought he'd " have a go."
The prizes presented were many and varied, from
bottles of wine to pounds of sugar. All the donors are
anonymous, and the branch owes them sincere thanks for
their kindness. The following received prizes, and the boos,
hisses and catcalls as each winner went to the table to
choose his or her own selection, did ones ears good: —
Mrs. Mines, Mrs. Silk, Mrs. Bruce, Mrs. Cox, Mrs. Atkins,
Miss Harford, Mrs. Durtnell, Jack Hunt, Alf Beauchamp.
Darkie Maslin, Tom Vidler, who put it back to reraffle,
Bill Beach, Col. B. L. Clay, "Laff" Lafferty, Bill Maddox,
Dapper Martin. Major Bredon, "Timber" Marchant,
"Fishy" Parker, George Stow, John Chalmers, several
mentioned popped up twice, ensured their luck was in.
The raffle ended and all were happy. Earlier General
Riddell had informed us that Lt.Col. Charles Chaplin
would not be able to attend as he had a bad leg. He was
uncertain whether or not this was due to our history
scribe's sprinting for a bus ! We hope that the injury
isn't a severe one. Colonel, and we shall see you soon.
Col. Rajah Brooke was in his usual good form, he and
Trefor Thomas making "plenty speeching," as they were
Military and Civil heads of the same Records Office at
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Warwick for some time. We hope to see more of Col.
Rajah Sahib, as he is now in London. Peter Buckle was
on parade and everyone in very good form. My darts and
snooker team appeared to be bashing the bottle somewhat,
but I've told them to go into strict training for the 24th,
so no doubt the snooker tables and darts boards of their
local clubs and pubs will be stepping up on their cash
receipts!
My appeal, for players and visitors to Bromley met
with great success. 1 hope to have at least twentyfive
there for this occasion, and the ladies will be on parade
too. I had quite a chat to Bill Phillips, and no doubt a
good time will be had by all. Please do not forget that the
21st of March is the Bromley GetTogether date, and a
month later I hope we shall be hosts to them at their
venue, the Bromley United Services Club.
Writing of Bromley, reminds me that their scribe,
" Iwuzzthare," was in great form in December, following
his enforced absence, and nice to see his effort too. Well
done, George. Wish 1 could say the same for the scribe
of the new Brigade Correspondence! His stuff did not put
in an appearance, but this may be due to their correspon
dence being sent in quarterly. However, it may appear
again soon. We hope so.
Among our missing, whom I forgot to mention above
were " Bunny " and Mrs. Hare. We all hope you are not
unwell Bunny, and still keeping up the fight. I see too, I
have not mentioned Robert Wilks, who, although not yet
back to his normal health, was able to attend. The branch
gives all good wishes for 1959 to our members not in the
best of health and hope that the New Year may bring
improvement. There is little else to tell of the meeting
itself, except perhaps that 1 might add to the prize list.
There was also Port, Scotch, several 50 cigarettes, boxes
of biscuits, Xmas Crackers, boxes of chocolates, a cash
prize, Irish linen table cloth amongst others.
Our genial host, Mr. Reilly, placed a bar at our dis
posal, but not enough chairs, however everyone seemed to
have a very good time and all. went hime in quite good
spirits. As usual. Bandy Waller accompanied us home, I
forget where I left the wife.
Now for 1959. We all sincerely hope that this year
will bring us just as happy a membership as 1958. That
our comradeship grows firmer and does not diminish. We
have lost several who have passed over, one mentioned
above, so recently. May our strength be retained during
the new year, and good health, which is what most of us
want to enjoy rather than riches, be with us all the time.
Let us hope that our wives and parners help us to keep
up this comradeship, and not deter us. By the words and
actions at our Xmas meeting, all appeared to be well in
favour.
We shall, in June, be casting round for office bearers.
Give that a thought, fellahs, and remember how much we
owe our Chairman, Ted Ballard, his Secretary Tom
Briddock, the Treasurer, Percy Hallett, and our Welfare
Officer, who travels so many miles to see our sick, ailing,
and more unfortunate members. All these chaps do a
wonderful job of work for us. It's up to us to help them
all we can, in every way, even by attendance if nothing
else. So no slipping next year. Those who leave and do
not return, haven't really the thought behind our meetings,
i.e., to meet and enjoy the company of old service friends.

For them we can feel only sorry, and hope they'll change
their minds. There's always room at The Cranbourne for
anybody that is interested in us.
Next year we may hear more of the merge, but I am
sure we shall never be compelled to do anything we do not
wish. We have our own branch of The Queen's Own Past
and Present Association, and that will always be respected,
no matter what happens. So let the London Branch go on
to 1959, with lots of hope for renewed friendship, with all
branches of our own P. & P. Association, and with our
serving pals, wherever they may be. A Happy New Year
to All.
Nice to see the picture of Lt.Col. Bobby Flint and
Major Bertie Blake stirring the " Xmas Pud," and the
branch, who knows them both well, hopes the bottle was
poured in, in its entirety! With the move in the New Year,
we may see something of our 1st Battalion members. Take
your leave taking in the last Friday of the month boys,
and come and see us sometime.
By the notices in the London Gazette, we owe belated
congratulations to Major Generals C. N. Tarver and
D. E. B. Talbot, and may they carry on the good work
for many more years.
That is it for this month, and here's to 1959.
THE SPIDER.

TONBRIDGE

I

AND

TUNBRIDGE

WELLS

N this, our final note for 1958, we have much pleasure
in tendering our hearty congratulations to Major
General D. E. B. Talbot, C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C., on his
promotion. An old friend and member of this Branch, we
shall hope that he will enjoy health and happiness in his
new appointment for many years.
Our last meeting was of short duration and having
with us our President, Lt.Col. G. E. L. Pardington, M.B.E.,
T.D., we settled down to enjoy the first few of the festive
season.
At the request of our Chairman, Major N. S. C.
Elmslie, we were joined by W.O.'s, Staff Sergeants and mem
bers of the Cadet 2nd Battalion. We were very glad to
welcome these lads and feel sure that the future of the regi
ment will be safe in their hands.
Our secretary informs us that he had received a letter
from the Marines Association regretting their inability to
be with us on our last ladies' night. We also learned that out
friends from Edenbridge managed to get as far as Leigh,
when the fog became so bad that they had to turn back.
We all look forward to another night when we shall hope
the weather man will treat us more kindly.
From Bill Adams, one who has done so much for the
Branch, we hear that he has hopes of reviving the children's
Christmas Tree Party in order that they may have a good
show next year. Our old friend Jack Breadon, M.B.E., has
a sympathetic ear for this and feels sure that much can be
done during the next twelve months to make this venture
a success.
With happy memories of 1958, we look forward to
1959, in which we may enjoy even better times, and with
this hope we extend to all members. Past and Present, very
best wishes for a Happy New Year.
T.L.S.
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.. Q.M.S. (O.R.S.) A. Waterma.n,
Third Friday each month, at 7.45 p.m.. Ser
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Mr. Stanford.
Annual Dinner, as notified In "Q.O.G."
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THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT (50th and 97th)
" Quo Fas et Gloria ducunt." The Sphinx superscribed " Egypt."
The White Horse of Kent with motto "Invicta."
"Vimiora," "Corunna," "Almarez," "Vittoria," "Pyrenees," "Nive,"
"Orthes,"
"Peninsula,"
"Punniar,"
"Moodkee,"
"Ferozeshah,"
"Aliwal,"
"Sobraon,"
"Alma,"
"Inkerman," Sevastopol," "Lucknow," "New Zealand," "Egypt, 1882,"
"Nile, 1884-85," "South Africa, 1900-02" "Afghanistan, 1919."
The Great War—18 Battalions.—" M o n s , " "Le Cateau," "Retreat from Mons," "Marne, 1914," "Aisne, 1914," "La Bassee, 1914,"
"Messines, 1914, T7" "Ypres, 1914, '15, '17, '18," "Hill 60," "Gravenstafel," "St. Julien," "Frezenberg," "Loos,"
"Somme, 1916 '18," "Albert, 1916, '18," "Bazentin," "Delville
Wood," "Poziers,"
"Guillemont,"
"FlersCourcelette,"
"Morval," "Thiepval," "Le Transloy," "Ancre Heights," "Ancre, 1916, '18," "Arras, 1917, '18," "Vimy, 1917," "Scarpe, 1917,"
"Oppy," "Pilcken," "Langemarck, 1917," Menin Road," "Polygon Wood," "Broodseinde," "Passchendaele," "Cambrai,
1917, '18" "St. Quentin," "Rosieres," "Avre," "Villers Bretonneux," "Lys." "Hazebrouck," "Kemmel," "Ameins," "Bpaume,
1918," "Hindenburg Line," "Epehy," "Canal du Nord," "St. Quentin Canal." "Courtrai," "Selle," "Sambre," "France and
Flanders, 191418." "Italy, 1917-18," "Suvla," "Landing at Suvla." "Scimitar Hill," "Gallipoli, 1915," "Rumanl," "Egypt,
i91516," "Gaza," "El Mughar," "Jerusalem," "Jericho," "Tell 'Asur," "Palestine, 191718," "Defence of Kut ol Amara,"
"Sharqat," "Mesopotamia, 191518."
Second World War—"Defence of The Escaut," "Foret de Nieppe," "North-West Europe, 1940," "Alam el Haifa," "El Alamein,"
"Djebel Abiod," "Djebel Azzag, 1942," "Oued Zarga," "Djebel Ang," "Medjez Plain," "Longstop Hill, 1943," "Si Abdallah," "North
Africa. 194243," "Centuripe," "Monte Rivoglia," "Sicily, 1943," "Termoli," "San Sklvo," "The Sangro," "Romagnoli," "Impos
sible Bridge," "Villa Grande," "Cassino," "Castle Hill," "Liri Valley," "Piedinionte Hill," "Trasimene Line," "Arezzo," "Advance
to Florence," "Monte Scalari," "Casa Fortis," "Rimini Line," "Savio Bridgehead," "Monte Pianoereno," "Monte Spaduro,"
"The Senio," "Argenta Gap," "Italy, 194345," "Greece, 194445," "Leros," "Malta, 1940-42," "North Arakan," "Razahil," "Mayu
Tunnels," "Defence of Kohima," "Taungtha," "Sittang, 1945," "Burma, 194345."
ColonelinChief

: H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.

Colonel of the Regiment : LieutenantGeneral Sir William Oliver, K.C.B., O.B.E., D.L.
Deputy Colonel of the Regiment : MajorGeneral D. E. B. Talbot, C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C.
O.C., Regimental Depot, Major G. U. Weymouth, M.B.E.
Allied Regiments of t h e Canadian Army :
1st Bn., Royal New Brunswick Regiment—ColonelinChief : H.M. The Queen.
The Essex and Kent Scottish Regiment
Allied Regiment of the New Zealand Forces :
The Canterbury Regiment.
Regular and Territorial
1st Bn. (50th and 97th Foot)

Battalions :

British Forces Post Office 53,

4th/5th Bn. (T.A.)—Tonbridge.
Units of t h e Army Cadet Force affiliated :
1st A.C.F. Bn., Maidstone.

2nd. A.C.F. Bn., Tunbridge Wells.

"The Queen's Own Gazette" is published monthly.
Subscription : The rates, payable in advance to the Editor, are as follows : Officers, 9/ per annum, post free; Other
Ranks, 5/ per annum, post free.
The Editor is always glad to receive articles and items of news suitable for publication. Address MSS. direct to the
Editor, The Barracks, Maidstone,

THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT
Colonel-in-Chief: H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Colonel of the Regiment : Lieutenant-General Sir William Oliver, O.B. E., D.L.
Deputy Colonel of the Regiment: Major-General D. E. B. Talbot, C. B.E., D.S.O., M.C.

REGULAR

OFFICERS

LIEUTENANT-COLONEL
Names
Flint, A. J. M„ M.B.E.

R.W.K.
MAJORS

Read, M. R„ M.C. . .
Grove, M. R. L., M.C
Bailey, J.' D. B.
Archer, M. G. M„ M.C
Rickcord, M. B.
Turner, P. R. H.
Dowse, R. K
Gwilliam, D. H., M.B.E
Brock, J. H
Manners, D. C. J.
Waring, H. B. H.
Eason, J. A., T.D. . . .
Elgood, P. N
Crumplin/ W. C. D. .
Weymouth, G. U., M.B
Dover, V., M.C. ..
Willis, C. F., M.B.E., T
Roper, I. H„ M.C.
Scull, D. S
Monckton, D„ M.C., T
Macmillah, I. A
Woodman, E. G„ M.C
Ambrose,'W. G. R.
Ruffell, D
Blum, D. E
Franklin, A. W.
Winstanley, R. G.

(T/Lt.-Col.) Muscat Forces.
(Lt.-Col.) A.A.T.D.C.
War Office.
I R.W.K.
Range Control, A.A.T.C., Sennelaper.
H.Q. Western Comd.
M.D.C., T.C., Millom.
(Bt. Lt.-Col) Depot Holdee.
4/5 R.W.K.
(T/Lt.-Col.) H.Q., Eastern Comd.
1 R.W.K.
Inf. Junior Leaders' Bn.
1 R.W.K.
Depot Holdee.
Depot, R.W.K.
War Office.
H.Q., B.A.O.R.
4 Malay.
G.L. Sec., Hong Kong.
Depot Holdee.
1 R.W.K.
2 Fed. Inf. Bde., Malaya.
Depot Holdee.
R.C.B., Westbury.
5 Malay.
H.Q., 70 Inf. Bde., Kenya.
Staff College, Brussels.

SHORT

B.E

Depot, R.W.K.
I R.W.K.
H.Q., Cyprus Dist.
Depot Holdee.
1 R.W.K.
12 Liaison Ftt. A.A C.
I R.W.K.
Depot, R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
4 Malay.
Depot Holdee.
1 R.W.K.
2 Ghana.
Depot Holdee.
H.Q., 3 Indep. Inf. Bde., Cyprus.
Fed. Malaya Mil. Forces.

LIEUTENANTS
Tarver, C. L
Newall, M. R. M
Pybus, I. D
Heatly, A. F
Durtnell, R. J
Taylor, E. A
Butler, C. D. B
Langhorne, J
Hiscock, P
Cleaver, G. F
Smith, M. J
Champion, C. G

(T/Capt.) 1 R.W.K.
Depot Holdee.
(T/Capt.) Airborne Forces Depot.
3 Para.
I R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
Depot, R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
R.M.C.S., Shrivenham.
1 R.W.K.
A.D.C., G.O.C., E. Anglian Dist.
1 R.W.K.

COMMISSIONS

MAJORS

Names
Trumper, J. M. S. W.
Thornton, A. S., M.B.E.
Duffield, G. W

Mil. Record Office, Ghana.
R.B.D., British Army Post Office 5.
Welfare Officer, M.P. and D.P.,
Shepton Mallet.
39 Indep. Inf. Bde., N. Ireland.

Morsh, H. W.

CAPTAINS
Russell, H. C., M.C.
Fitzpatrick, J. N.
Mannering, L. A.
Dinsdale, J. W. . .
Beaumont, S. H. . .

I 1 K.A.R.
P.S.O.
A.S. of M.T., Bordon (Inst.).
H.Q., 2 T.A.F.
(T/Major) A.S.P.T.

D.C.M,

LIEUTENANTS

raovy

(A/Capt.)
Depot Holdee.
1 R.W.K.
J.S.A.T.C., Hendon.
Att. 1 Green Howards.
1 R.W.K.

Hallsall, A. C. L.
Tizard, L. A. S.
Gibbs, W. J.
Furlonger, B. .
Hallidie, N. A.
Colgate, T.K. .
2nd

LIEUTENANTS

Clinch, M. J.
Andrews, M.

1 R.W.K.
Ghana Reg"t.
QUARTERMASTER

Cook, E. S„ M.B.E.

CAPTAINS
Abplanalp, V. C.
Osborne, E. C. S.
Shearburn, S. R. O'R
Clarke, C. S
Campbell, D. P. I.
Nicholls, R. W. G.,
Dodson, K
Fletcher, J. S
Goodwin, P. J
Norton, J. D
Lygo, J. R
Stock, P.R., M.B.E
Leigh, P. S„ M.C.
Woolstencroft, D. H
Craven, C. E. ...
Neve, R. W., M.C
Wood, W. R. ...

SERVICE

(Maj.) 6 K.A.R.

4th/5th

BATTALION

Honorary Colonel : Lt.-Col. G. E. L. Pardington, M.B.E., T.D.
LIEUTENANT-COLONEL
Waring, A. R. H., T.D.
MAJORS
Meyrick, K. C., T.D.
Bobby, F. J.
Coath, T. C.
Wood, D. W. J., T.D.

Large, J. L.
Marchant, P. N.
Pennells, H. D. A.
CAPTAINS

Newman, B. J.
Calver-Jones, J.
Duggan, H. R.
Innes, C. A.

Ogilvie, J. B.
Clemence, M. J.
Wcftson, K. E.
SUBALTERNS

Smith, J. C. C. J.
Young, R. N.
George, P. M. J.
Maw, N. N. G.
Pedgrift, G. E.
Parker, R. K.
Fraser, C. G.
Morley-Jacob, P. J.
Nyren, M. V.

Horton, R. J.
macLachlan, S.
Gregory, M. K.
Sutton, J. D.
Cyster, P. L.
Parslow, J. P.
Burrell, G. K.
Curtis, D. R.
ATTACHED

Capt. J. A. Barlas, R.A.M.C. (T.A.) Lt. R. P. Gilbert, R.A.P.C. (T.A.)
2nd LIEUTENANTS
Pearce, N. C.
Holman, J. C.
Whitty, R. H.

1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
QUARTERMASTERS

Sivers, A. E., M.B.E., M.M
Blake A. G„ M.B.E.
Stephens, S. V
Grubb. J. E., M.B.E.
Hoggart, E. J. W.

(Mai.) Depot Holdee.
(Maj.) 1 R.W.K.
(Capt.) Depot, R.W.K.
(Lt.) H.Q., Home Counties Dist.
(Lt.) 4/5 R.W.K.

NATIONAL
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.

D.
K.
S.
R.
R.
P.

SERVICE

M. Turner
Cannell
E. Coningham
D. Wallace
A. Crane
G. Birch
REGULAR

OFFICERS

Lt. T. J. B. Locker
Lt. R. C. Robertson
2/Lt. P. J. S. Furneaux
2/Lt. R. W. Shelton-Agar
2/Lt. W. G. Leckie
PERMANENT

Trg. Major and Adjt.—
Major J. H. Brock.

STAFF

Q.M.- -(Lt.) E. J. W. Hoggart
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TEditoriat

The book in the Guard Room contained only a few
names, all relatives of Recruits undergoing training at the
Depot.
*

pHE following announcement appears in the Times: —
L
KENSINGTON PALACE. JAN. 12th
The Duchess of Kent, ColonelinChief of the
Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, today received
Lt.Gen. Sir William Oliver (Colonel), Maj.Gen. D. E. B.
Talbot (DeputyColonel), and Lt.Col. D. H. Gwilliam.
The Colonel of the Regiment flew out to Southern
Rhodesia on the 1st February and will be returning
towards the end cf the month. He hopes to see Brigadier
and Mrs. N. I. Whitty, while he is out there.
The 4th Battalion The Queen's Own, 18591959
LieutenantColonel H. D. Chaplin has written to
apologise for a mistake he made in the first instalment of
his article, " The 4th Battalion The Queen's Own,
18591959," which appeared last month.
The 5th Battalion The Buffs (T.F.) did NOT receive
its Colours on June 19th, 1909. Presumably, it had not
then recruited up to 75 per cent, of its establishment.

f

Social and Personal
We feel that we should start this column with news
of the Officers who were reported in Hospital last month.
Brigadier Roddy Fyler we are happy to say has
recovered and has flown back to Singapore.
Captain Victor Abplanalp is cut of Hospital and is in
the throes of hjs promotion examination.
Major LewisBarned, after a spell of convalescence at
Osborne House in the Isle of Wight, is now back in harness
as a J.P. and County Councillor, etc.
Major Bob Sivers, we are sorry to say, is still in
Hospital. Major Weymouth, who saw him recently, says
he is hoping to be allowed to return to Alderney shortly
to recuperate.
The Colonel of the Regiments book contains very few
names this month : —
Major David Monckton has just returned from Cyprus
and is now on leave pending retirement.
Lt.Col. "Crocus" Andrews paid us a surprise visit
recently, he tells us he is employed as an RO I I I with a
R.E.M.E. Training HQ at Blandford.
Lt.Col. Roy Waring who commands the 4/5th Bat
talion has also signed, unfortunately we were away when
he called.
And finally, Chris Champion signed before Hying back
to Cyprus to join the 1st Battalion.
The Sergeants' Mess Book contains only the name of
Sgt. Tom Vidler, who was down on a short visit from the
Royal Hospital, Chelsea.

*

*

*

A surprise visitor was Mr. A. G. Conway, who lives
in South Devon. He came to see the Regimental Museum.
He served with the Regiment between 1909 and 1919 as a
Territorial.

>

—

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
SOME I0TH BATTALION RECOLLECTIONS

Dear Sir,
The article by R. O. R. in your January issue
interested me immensely. After 40 years I am now aware
of the identity of my benefactor who so kindly arranged
for my transfer to England as a " tired soldier," although
I had always had my suspicions. After an attack of the
'flu, 1 was really tired but my posting to the 3rd Battalion
at Leysdown in the Isle of Sheppey was no sinecure and I
often wished it had been possible for me to have remained
overseas.
Being in a nostalgic mood, I recall a most amusing
incident of our tour at La Clytee which was linked with
the " Yanks." One evening I was accompanied on my
journey to the line with rations by an American of a com
parative rank to myself. An interesting character who was
a big man with a scar on his face and who told me he had
fought in Mexico. Amongst his rations was a case of
whisky for his Officers. This fact became known to the
ration party which was waiting at the dump. As was usual
in the West Kents, many of our finest types were Cockneys
who never missed a chance.
There was a desultory shelling but most of the activity
was from our own batteries and out of the night came a
yell "Take cover" and some time afterwards it was found
that the case of whisky was missing from the " Yanks "
rations. It's destination had been changed and later in the
night it was wondered by our Officers and senior N.C.O.'s
in the front line why so many of their men had either the
desire to fight individually the whole German Army or had
passed out in the bottom of the trench.
It is surprising, also, how quickly the kit of the West
Kents had become "Americanised," the short mackintosh
being extremely popular and many of our men were seen
shaving with safety razors—a novelty after our "cut throat"
issue.
Yours faithfully,
L. W. DAWSON.

cxC.Q.M.S.
Durban,
S. Africa.
January I2lh, 1959.
Dear Editor,
My wife and 1 are spending a few months in Rhodesia
and the Union of S. Africa on our way home from Hong
Kong. We met Brigadier N. I. Whitty and Mrs. Whitty at
Salisbury and spent a very pleasant evening with them. 1
am glad to say that he was looking very well and we had
a good chat over old times. We were staying at the time
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with Major A. S. (Bob) Thornton and his family. Although
Bob's address still appears in the Regimental list as
B.A.P.O. 5, he retired over a year ago after serving a
couple of years in Hong Kong.
I was sorry that we did not have the time to contact
Major N. T. Maclean who wrote recently to the Q.O.G.
We passed through Johannesburg on the way to Durban
which we were in a hurry to reach for Christmas.
We are now staying at UMHLANGA ROCKS, eight
miles north of Durban, where we are enjoying sea bathing
and fishing. We hope to be at Cape Town for February
and travel by sea to the U.K. visiting several West coast
ports on our way. After many years abroad 1 am looking
forward to attending the Regimental dinner this year and
the Reunion at Maidstone.
Yours sincerely,
O. M. FRY.
Harry Brown (7722),
Anita Ave., R.R.3
North Bay, Ontario.
December 31st, 1958.

Dear Sir,
I had a letter from Harry Elson and in connection with
mentioning names, he tells me one of my old pals,
Skipper. Reeves, who was a Bandsman and stretcherbearer,
is still living and resides in Guernsey, Channel Isles. I
wonder if he is on your mailing list of the Gazette. I would
like to get in touch with Skipper. The last I remember of
him was the night of April 30th, 1915. We were to be
relieved that evening and I was in the act of placing two
shovels on a pile top of a communication trench when a
whizbang burst overhead and I received a bullet in the back.
1 managed to get back to the main trench and my pals told
me Lt. Croucher was killed by a fall from the same shell.
Later, after being examined by the M.O. at Battalion HQ
in an open shed, I remember Skipper talking to me and
lighting a cigarette and giving it to me. I think that fag was
the sweetest one I ever smoked (a real life saver). A long
period has passed now but I would like Skipper to know
how much that fag meant to me.
Yours faithfully,
HARRY BROWN.

Dear Sir,
Among your readers there must still be some who, like
I did, spent twenty months in Baluchistan, I91&19.
TO these and to any others who have been stationed
there in the last haifcentury, I heartily commend "Frontier
Doctor," by Sir Henry Holland, published by Hodder and
Stoughton, and just out. Dr. Holland's descriptions of
conditions in and out of Quetta during the last fifty
years are of abiding interest and brings home to one how
much more lastingly important even than the military were
the civilian achievements of that group of doctors headed
by him, so that even today he is welcomed by those frontier
Afghans, who shoot at sight any white man.
Yours faithfully,
A. M. COHEN.
Sir,

In your Editorial for last month's. Q.O.G. you suggest
that the last issue to be printed on the Regimental Press was
in September, 1895, and that the Kent Messenger has been
printing our Journal since 1896.

These dates are not quite accurate. What happened
was this.
Early on the morning of February 21st, 1896, the
wooden building, iii which The Queen's Own Gazette was
printed at the Depot, was gutted by fire. Although much
cf the type was saved, it was not possible to continue the
production in barracks, and a contract was made with
Messrs. Dickinson of Maidstone to print the Journal, The
contract was transferred to the Kent Messenger in 1897.
The building in which the fire occurred was used also
as the Quartermaster's Store and the Tailor's Shop. Seme
property of the 3rd Battalion (Militia) was destroyed; back
numbers of the Q.O.G. were damaged.
Yours sincerely,
H. D. CHAPLIN, Lt.Col.
Dear Sir,
Captain Russell's appreciation of the late Colonel
Corfe awakened happy memories in my mind.
I remember Corfe very well. His arrival at Catford to
join the Eleventh Battalion—the fear he inspired by his
sharp bark of command—those barrackroom pundits who
declared that he fought with the Boers in South Africa
(despite the fact that he wore the King's South African
ribbon!)—the "puncher" hat that he wore—his shoddy uni
form—his strict discipline. .He was not intensely popular at
that time. It took the death of Colonel Townshend at Flers
on the 15th September, 19T6 to establish Corfe in affection
ate regard as a commander and leader and to prove to us
all his worth as a soldier/and a man. What a soldier he
was! How many can boast of a triple D.S.O.?
I was never happy on service with him—simply because
I was i a young, headstrong, temporary sergeant with my
own ideas of how the war should be won. I came to grief
with him on one occasion over the small matter of my lack
of respect for the R.E. Brigade Signals Officer. I was saved
from disciplinary action, T think, because Corfe liked my
singing! Instead, I was sent to Brigade for a week to be
" softened up."
As Signalling Sergeant of the Battalion I thoroughly
disliked the R.E.'s. Retribution for me was near at hand
for, after being wounded on the Somme, I came home and
was commissioned with the R.E. Signals! However, I had
already learnt great ffespect for the P.B.I, and never lost an
opportunity of impressing upon the minds of my sappers
and pioneers how l&cky. they were to have the British
Infantry in front of them—not that the roles were not
sometimes reversed!
'
,
I never thought that Colonel Corfe was a great horse
man as the only quadruped that I had mounted up to then,
was Shank's pony. Again, I knew nothing of his great
reputation as a Rugby player—but then, all things were
possible to Corfe.
My regard and affection for him were really born after
the War when, having met many other Commanders, I
appreciated, in retrospect, how great a man he was. 1
remember (some time about 1930) receiving a peremptory
order from him to "Come and sing to my boys at the
S.O.S. Hostel" (perhaps he was " cashing in " on that 1916
incident).
I went with my wife and spent an hour chatting with
him in his simple room at the hostel where he administered
help, advice and justice to his down and outs. My wife
remarked afterwards—" What a grand old gentleman."
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She knew none of his martial glory; she just saw a simple
man carrying out a merciful job with intense sympathy and
understanding.
I can add an authentic story to Russell's reference to
Corfe's interment as a prisoner of war. The Colonel told
me (as Russell has already said) that his fellow officers in
the Camp subsequently presented him with a huge silver
salver engraved with all their signatures. When his home
was broken up and he went to reside in the S.O.S. Hostel,
he disposed of most of his belongings. The salver, however,
passed to his daughter. That young lady married and went
with her husband to a quasidiplomatic post in South
America. One evening she gave a cocktail party and handed
round drinks on the silver salver. One guest showed great
excitement on seeing the salver and said: " May I ask how
you came into possession of that beautiful piece of silver?"
The reply came: "it was presented to my father by his
friends in a P.O.W. Camp in Germany," " What an
extraordinary coincidence," said the guest, " my signature
is on it."
I count myself a lucky man to have known Colonel
Corfe—a credit to the Regiment—an inspiration to all his
old comrades, and 1 will ever remember him. May God
rest his soul.
Yours sincerely,
ARTHUR BUDDELL.



BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AND DEATHS
BIRTHS
STOCK.—On January 28th, at Louise Margaret Hospital,
Aldershot, to Elfin and Captain Peter Stock, a son
(Michael).
FORTHCOMING

PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS
Extracts from London Gazette

REGULAR ARMY
National Service Lists
23553729 Cadet Peter Francis Valpy (458642) to be 2/Lt.
15th November, 1958.
Regular Army
Maj. D. O. Faulkner (67438) retires on retired pay, 1st
February, 1959. (Reserve Liability).
Army Emergency Reserve of Officers
National Service List
2/Lt. B. P. Jeremiah (452819) to be Lt., 31st January, 1959.

NOTICES
STAFF

COLLEGE

CLUB

The Committee of the Staff College Club wish to draw
the attention of all serving or retired officers who qualified
on War Staff Courses to the fact that they are eligible to
belong to the Club.
The annual subscription is 5s. and full particulars can
be obtained from the Secretary at the Staff College,
Camberley, Surrey.
This year, the Reunion Garden Party for members of
the Club will be held at Camberley on 27th June.

MARRIAGE

WICKER—LOVELL.—The engagement is announced
between John Hayes Clayton, younger son of Mr.
and Mrs. W. G. Whicker, of Malta and Hove, and
Juliet Mary, eldest daughter of Lt.Col. and Mrs. I. R.
Lovell, of Maydeken, Brockhill Road, Hythe, Kent.
DEATHS
COX.—On 20th January, 1959, at 30, Algarve Road,
Earlsfield, S.W.I8, Fred Ccx, age 72. Served in the
Regiment from 1906 to 1919.
DE PLANQUE.—On 2nd December, 1958, in Chingford
Hospital, Samuel De Planque, age 56. Served in the
Regiment from 1921 to 1928.
+
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EVENTS

April 11th—4th Battalion Annual Reunion, Tonbridge.
May 8th—At Home, Savoy Hotel. Regimental Dinner,
United Services' Club.
11th May—Brigade Golf Meeting, Hendon Golf Club.
July 10th—Regimental Golf Meeting, Wrotham Heath.
July 22nd, 23rd, 25th and 27th—Maidstone Cricket Week.
July 26th—21st Annual Reunion (subject to confirmation).

REUNION
The Annual Reunion of the 4th Battalion will be held
at the T.A. Centre, Avebury Avenue, Tonbridge, on Satur
day, 11th April, 1959. Tickets 10s. each, which may be
obtained from Mr. J. C. Breaden at the above T.A. Centre.

BRIGADE

GOLF

MEETING

Monday, 11th May, 1959
As you will see in " Forthcoming Events " the Brigade
Meeting will be at the Hendon Golf Club this year.
Full details will be sent out in March by the secretary
of the Regimental Golfing Society to all known Golfers, but
if you are a keen " starter " and you do not hear from him
please let Major Weymouth (O.C. Depot) know.
Hendon is always in magnificent condition, and the
club house facilities there are first class (Fees for the whole
day will be less than 30s.).
It would be splendid if a large number of our members
would turn up this year so that we can get to know more
of our colleaguestobe.
Make a note in your diary now,
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THE 4th BATTALION THE QUEEN'S OWN
18591959
By LieutenantColonel H. D. Chaplin.
4
THE 4th BATTALION THE QUEEN'S OWN (T.A.)

A

T the end of the Great War the Territorial Force was
disbanded. It was reconstituted as the Territorial
Army in February, 1920. The recruiting area of the 4th
Battalion The Queen's Own was the same as it had been
before the war. Headquarters were still at Bank Street,
Tonbridge. The companies were:—A at Maidstone with
a detachment at Sncdland; B at St. Mary Cray and Seven
oaks; C at Westerham and Edenbridge; D at Tonbridge
and Tunbridge Wells. The Permanent Staff consisted of
an, Adjutant, an R.S.M. and four instructors from the Line
battalions.
For the T erritorial Army the period from 1920 to 1933
was a difficult time. It might have been described as the
terrible twenties and the thrifty thirties. Although sufficient
of the former officers and other ranks rejoined to form a
nucleus, an inadequate number of recruits enlisted. More
over, financial stringency caused the manufacture of new
equipment and weapons to be postponed. Scarlet uniform
was issued only to the Band and Drums for ceremonial
occasions; the remainder of the personnel wore Service
Dress for all purposes. In face of these discouragements
it was mainly the remarkable enthusiasm of some of the
senior officers and N.C.O.s which kept the Force going
at all.
The first postwar camp of the 4th Battalion was at
Birchington in 1920 in conjunction with the 5th Battalion.
In April, 1921, the coal miners in the United Kingdom
came out on strike. As there was a danger that the unrest
might develop into a general strike, volunteers were sought
from the Territorial Army to serve for 90 days in a
Defence Force. The volunteers from the 4th Battalion were
based on the drillhall at Tonbridge. The Defence Force
stood down in June, after the coal strike had been peace
fully settled. But there was no annual training that year.
In 1922 a combined camp for the 4th and 5th Battalions
was again held at Birchington.
By 1923 the Territorial Army had taken shape. The
4th and 5th Battalions were together in 133 (Kent and
Sussex) Brigade of the 44th (Home Counties) Division.
Trained men were obliged to attend 20 drills a year and
recruits 40. All ranks who performed the necessary num
ber of drills and attended camp for 15 days received a
Bounty of £5. Besides the usual voluntary training at
Easter and Whitsun, other weekend exercises were
frequently organised.
The 4th Battalion fired the Weapon Training Courses
(Rifle and Lewis gun) at Shoreham in Kent. The Easter
and Whitsun training was usually carried out at the Depot
or with the 2nd Battalion, when it was in England. The
annual camps were at such places as Seaford, Arundel
Park, Beaulieu and Worthing. In 1926, because of a general
strike, camp was cancelled with the consequent with
holding of the Bounty. In 1932, owing to a financial crisis,

the training was cut down to one week with the 2nd
Battalion at Aldershot. No Bounty was paid that year
either.
In January, 1925, in recognition of their distinguished
service during the Great War, Territorial units were author
ised to bear the same Battle Honours as their Line batta
lions. Consequently 23 Honours were emblazoned on the
Regimental Colour of the 4th Battalion; and ten selected
Honours, out of the 69 awarded to the Regiment for the
Great War, on the King's Colour.
The battalion was reorganised into one Machine Gun
and three Rifle companies in 1930. That year several
additional Regular officers and N.C.O.s were attached for
the period of annual camp at Arundel Park to assist with
training in the use of the Vickers gun. This was so success
ful that it was subsequently repeated for a number of
years.
In 1933, for reasons connected with the activities of
Adolf Hitler in Europe, the British Government abandoned
its policy of " No major war for ten years." The Jean
time came to an end. This fact, and the resumption of
regular annual training, gave recruiting a boost. In the
summer the battalion was not only up to strength but had
a waiting list when it went to camp at ShorehamonSea.
Another encouragement was that in 1937 the payment of
one shiliing was authorised for each drill a man attended.
This was meant to defray the cost of the return fare from
his home to the drillhall. It was not overgenerous for
men living in a rural district, but it was a welcome
gesture.
For the Coronation of King George VI and Queen
Elizabeth on May 12th, 1937, one officer and three other
ranks of the battalion were accommodated in Kensington
Gardens and marched in the procession. A major, one
subaltern with the King's Colour, and 25 other ranks lined
a portion of the route in Northumberland Avenue. This
party was under canvas in Regent's Park.
The achievements of the battalion crosscountry
running and shooting teams were impressive during these
years. The runners won the Home Counties Division Inter
Unit Championship no fewer than twelve times between
1925 and 1939 inclusive. In 1936 they were sixth in the
Territorial Army InterUnit Championship at Northolt,
the first occasion on which this event was held. The shoot
ing team won the Divisional Cup twice, and was runnerup
for the Lord Lieutenant's Shield once. The best shot in
the battalion was C.S.M. J. Willans, who won the Terri
torial Army Championship in 1927, and the King's Medal
at the Army Rifle Association Meeting at Bisley in 1928.
There were several changes in 1938. The normal
formation for marching and drill became " threes " instead
of " fours." After annual training at Dibgate, near Shorn
cfiffe, the Vickers guns were handed in and the battalion
was recrganised into a Headquarter Company and four
Rifle Companies; H.Q. Company consisted of the Signal,
AntiAircraft, 3inch Mortar, Carrier, Pioneer and
Administrative Platoons. The Bren gun gradually replaced
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the Lewis. Some AntiTank Rifles were received for the
Rifle platoons. Mechanised transport had been used for
the first time during annual training at Falmer two years
before.
In the late summer of 1938 Germany's claim on
Czechoslovakia for the return of the Sudelenland led to a
conference at Munich between Hitler and Mr. Neville
Chamberlain, the British Prime Minister. War was
narrowly averted. During this " Munich Crisis," as it
was called, slit trenches were hurriedly dug near the drill
halls, and the groundfloor windows were blocked with
sandbags as a protection against bombing. Large numbers
of men went to their drillhalls night after night to see if
they could be of use.
When Germany marched into Czechoslovakia in
March, 1939, Conscription was introduced for the Regular
Army. At the same time orders were received that the
Territorial Army was to expand to approximately twice its
size. Again the country responded to the call. Recruits
flowed into the battalion. The drillhalls became so crow
ded that some men had to parade in car parks, recreation
grounds or even in the streets. Additional instructors were
posted from the Line Battalions to train them.
The battalion was now in 132 (Kent and Surrey) Bri
gade of the Home Counties Division, together with the 5th
Battalion and the 1st/6th East Surreys. This brigade went
to camp at Lympne at the end of July, 1939. The 4th
was nearly double its war establishment. Camp broke up
on August 14th. Ten days later, as war with Germany
seemed to be inevitable, the key personnel were embodied
in order to prepare for the reception of the remainder of
the men. Full embodiment began on September 1st. The
troops assembled quietly and punctually at their
company or detachment headquarters. Guards were placed
on prearranged vulnerable points; the remainder of the
personnel were billeted or slept in the drillhalls. Embodi
ment fiad been completed by the time that war was
declared on September 3rd.
On September 7th approximately 450 all ranks were
posted to a new battalion that was being formed—the 6th
Battalion The Queen's Own.
*

*

*

So much has been written in recent years about the
brave deeds of the 4th Battalion in the Second World War
that there is no need to describe them in detail here. Briefly
the story can be divided into four parts: —
NorthWest Europe, 1940
Clad in the new Battle Dress, the battalion embarked
at Southampton on April 5th, 1940, and crossed to Cher
bourg. Thence it went by train and march route to
Bailleul, on the FrancoBelgian frontier, where the men
began to work on the defensive system which was being
constructed by the British Expeditionary Force along that
frontier to the sea.
At Bailleul on May 4th the 1st Battalion replaced the
lst/6th East Surreys in 132 Brigade, to make it The
Queen's Own Brigade.
The Germans attacked Holland and Belgium on May
9th. The 1st and 2nd Corps of the B.E.F. advanced
immediately from the FrancoBelgian frontier to take up a
defensive position along the River Dyle, east of Brussels.
The British 3rd Corps, to which the Home Counties Divi
sion belonged, moved forward to prepare a second line of
defence along the River Scheldt (also known as the Escaut).

The position occupied by The Queen's Own Brigade was
about Oudenarde. The 4th Battalion was mainly
responsible for the defence of the town. C, B and A
Companies were on the river; H.Q. and D Companies were
2,000 yards back near a chateau. There was a gap of about
a mile between the battalion and 131 Brigade on its right.
By the evening of the 18th digging and wiring of section
posts and the construction of roadblocks had been
completed.
Meanwhile, the French front had broken at Sedan.
Through the gap had streamed German tanks, with spear
heads of armoured cars and infantry in armoured lorries.
The British 1st and 2nd Corps, whose right flank had been
turned, had fallen back to the River Scheldt. Their rear
guards passed through Oudenarde on May 19th.
The Queen's Own Brigade fought a delaying action
on the Scheldt for three days. On May 20th the main
German attack was launched on the front of 131 Brigade,
and some of the enemy crossed the river there. On the
second day more Germans crossed the river and penetrated
to the headquarters of the 4th Battalion in the chateau. A
counterattack by the reserve company of the 1st Battalion
and D Company of the 4th eased the situation for a time.
On May 22nd the Germans set about enlarging their
bridgehead. The position on the right flank of the 4th
became critical. Its Carrier Platoon, travelling at high
speed and firing ils Bren guns as it moved, charged the
enemy and checked their advance. The situation was again
relieved, though desperate fighting continued near the
chateau until well after dark.
That night the brigade was ordered to fall back to
the FrancoBelgian frontier. The withdrawal was carried
out in good order, in spite of the fact that the men had
to carry the Bren guns and other heavy equipment for the
first 22 miles.
By that time the B.E.F. was in a difficult position. The
German armoured spearheads had reached the English
Channel and had swung northwards. To prevent them
from cutting the line of communications to the coast, the
Home Counties Division was ordered to take up a position
along the Hazebrouck Canal facing west.
The Queen's Own Brigade began to occupy its position
on the Hazebrouck Canal on the morning of May 25th.
Next day the outposts were attacked by tanks, and D
Company of the 4th Battalion was cut off. Hard pressed
and having lost many men, it split up into small parties,
which tried to make their way back to the main position.
Only one officer and nine men succeeded in doing so. The
remnants went into captivity. On the 27th the 5th
Battalion, echeloned forward on the left in the Foret de
Nieppe, was attacked by German infantry and was forced
to withdraw behind the canal. At dawn on May 28th the
enemy probed along the whole brigade front. In several
places their infantry crossed the canal and infiltrated into
the forest. Later in the day their medium tanks approached
and opened fire. With dusk came orders to fall back to
Dunkirk, a distance of 50 miles.
The 4th Battalion had great difficulty in breaking con
tact. A Company was twice intercepted, and did not get
clear until nearly midnight. C Company was extricated
only after a number of its personnel had been taken
prisoner. Some of B were also captured. When the batta
lion reached the main road, the congestion of men and
vehicles made organised control impossible. The various
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detachments made their way with the stream of traffic to
the coast.
On the long, open beaches of Dunkirk the officers
organised the men into parties for embarkation. The
behaviour of the troops was excellent. They patiently
waited their turn to climb into the many little boats that
had been called into service to take them to the larger strips
lying off in deep water. The last party of the battalion
was not evacuated until the evening of May 30th.
The casualties in the 4th Battalion during those 13
days of May, 1940 were approximately 400 out of the 800
who had gone into action at Oudenarde.
For this campaign the Regiment was awarded the
Battle Honours " Defence of the Escaut," " Foret de
Nieppe " and " NORTHWEST EUROPE, 1940."
In> Defence of England
After the fall of France on June 22nd, 1940, it seemed
not only probable but inevitable that the Germans would
invade England. As in the days of Napoleon, so once
more the British prepared to defend their country. 132
Brigade, now consisting of the 4th and 5th Battalions and
the 2nd Buffs, was in reserve in Lincolnshire. On Septem
ber 7th, the code word " Cromwell" was received. This
meant than an invasion was imminent. All ranks were on
their toes, poised to resist the Nazi might. But the peril
passed.
..
In November, 1940 the Home Counties Division
moved to Kent. After a winter on the beaches between
Dungeness and Hythe, 132 Brigade went into reserve near
Canterbury. Two further spells on the beaches followed,
one in the Herne Bay area and the other about Deal. In
the autumn of 1941, the invasion season being over, the
division trained hard and long as part of the 12th Corps
under General Montgomery. Strenuous schemes, such
as " Binge," " More Binge " and " Great Binge," prepared
the troops for service overseas.
132 Brigade entrained at Tattenham Corner, on
Epsom Racecourse, on May 31st, 1942, for Liverpool,
where the 4th Battalion embarked in the " Laconia." The
ship sailed for Egypt next day.
North Africa, 1942-43
The Home Counties Division arrived in Egypt in July,
1942, when the British 8th Army was defending a position
at El Alamein. Having learned something of the technique
of fighting in the desert, 132 Brigade moved up to the
defended area held by the New Zealanders at Alam Nayil.
The remainder of the division occupied the Alam El Haifa
Ridge, some five miles back. These positions were virtually
the left flank of the El Alamein line, for farther south
there were only minefields and light motorised units.
The enemy, under Rommel, launched an attack on
August 31st. Their armour quickly penetrated the mine
fields south of Alam Nayil and butted against the well
defended Alam El Haifa Ridge. There it came to a halt.
And there it waited for the British armour to attack. But
General Montgomery, who had just taken over the 8th
Army, had a different idea. His plan was to thrust south
wards from Alam Nayil to close the gap through which
Rommel had come. This operation was carried out by
132 Brigade and the 5th New Zealand Brigade during the
night of September 3rd.
On reaching its objective 132 Brigade halted. Suddenly

the silence was shattered by the roar of automatic fire.
Showers of grenades burst among the forward companies.
The leading platoons charged the enemy and captured
some of their trenches. Then hostile heavy machine guns
opened fire. Casualties mounted. There was no cover.
The only course was to withdraw before daylight came.
Nevertheless, the object of the operation had been
achieved. This threat to his escape route caused Rommel
to make a hasty retreat into the desert, where the Royal
Air Force took a heavy toll of his armour.
In this action the 4th Battalion had some 250
casualties.
The successful defence at Alam El Haifa was followed
at the end of October by the decisive victory of El
Alamein. In this battle Montgomery's plan was to make
Rommel think that the blow would fall in the south, while
the main attack actually went in to the north near the
coast. The role of the Home Counties Division was to
support a feint attack by the 7th Armoured Division in
the south. For the first two days 132 Brigade was not
required. But when the 7th Armoured was withdrawn in
readiness for the climax of the battle, the 4th and 5th
Battalions moved forward through gaps in the minefields
at night and took over the defence of its bridgehead. When
dawn broke on October 26th the two battalions found
themselves on a bare, rocky ridge which was completely
overlooked by the enemy. There was little cover from
Rommel's artillery and mortar fire, yet the troops remained
steady. The two battalions suffered nearly 100 casualties
during the week that they held the bridgehead.
During those seven days the armour moved away to
the north, and gramophones with amplifiers, playing " tank
track" music, were, carried about in lorries to make
Rommel believe that the tanks were still there. Mean
while the main attack pressed on near the coast. Rommel
was routed.
After the Battle of El Alamein the Home Counties
Division was broken up. The 4th Battalion joined 161
Brigade of the 5th Indian Division. The other two units
in this brigade were the 1st/1st Punjabis and the 4th /7th
Rajputs.
The Battle Honours won in this campaign were "Alam
El Haifa," "EL ALAMEIN " and " North Africa, 194243."
Burma, 1943-45
When the 5th Indian Division arrived in Burma in
October, 1943, the Japanese had driven back the British
to positions north of Razabil in the Arakan andTo Imphal
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in Manipur. The first task given to the division was the
recapture of Razabil. Before this " fortress" could be
attacked, two hills had to be secured.
The attack on the first hill began on the night of
December 30th, when the 4th Battalion moved to positions
in rear of the hill to act as a stop. The troops then lay
low while the 4th/7th Rajputs made the main attack. The
Japanese had sited their positions so well that it was six
days before they were forced to slip away at night under
cover of wind and rain. The second hill was captured
after a fight that lasted two days. Here again the enemy
pulled out at night only after their position had become
untenable.
The socalled fortress of Razabil consisted of a series
of skilfullysited positions on a number of hillocks. The
first attack, which was supported by aircraft and tanks,
began on January 26th, 1944. It was a frontal assault,
and after some initial success it failed. The next effort
was a fullscale turning movement carried out by the whole
division between March 8th and 12th. During it, 161 Bri
gade completed a tedious night march round the Japanese
positions. When the enemy realised that further resistance
was useless, they again slipped away at night.
The 5th Indian Division's next task was the capture
of two tunnels through which the main lateral road passed
under the Mayu Range of hills. The Japanese defended
these tunnels stubbornly. Several attempts to seize them
failed. During one of the attacks, more than 60 casualties
were caused in the 4th Battalion by our own artillery.
Before the tunnels were captured, the division was flown
to Manipur.
The total casualties of the 4th Battalion in the Arakan
were 63 killed, 146 wounded and two missing.
The reason for the hurried move of the division was
that the Japanese had launched a strong attack on the
lmphal front with the intention of cutting the road to
Dimapur. They reached Kohima on April 4th and drove
in some of the defenders. Next day the 4th Battalion was
sent from Dimapur to Kohima to reinforce the garrison.
This consisted of some untried Indian troops, a handful
of British soldiers at a Convalescent Depot and the non
combatant administrative staff of a Field Supply Depot.
To begin with the Japanese made powerful efforts to
penetrate the southern perimeter of the cantonment. It
was during those days that LanceCorporal John
Pennington Harman won his Victoria Cross. On April
8th he went forward alone, annihilated the crew of an
enemy machine gun and returned with the gun. On the
9th he rushed another post alone and killed the garrison
of five. While walking back calmly he received a burst
of machine gun fire in his side, from which he died. His
V.C. is in the Regimental Museum.
On April 10th the Japanese switched their main attack
to the eastern perimeter. Mortaring and shelling caused
many casualties among the garrison. Each night grenade
battles were waged across a tennis court. The water reser
voir, which was outside the perimeter, had by this time
fallen into enemy hands, and men had to crawl out singly
at night to fill the containers from a spring. Mortar bombs,
grenades and medical stores had to be dropped from the
air. On the 13th and again at dawn on the 14th, fierce
assaults were thrown back only by handtohand fighting.
During the night of the 16th fresh attacks came in from the
south, and the perimeter there had to be shortened, On the
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18th the enemy occupied some vacant trenches within 40
yards of the Command Post.
When the battalion was relieved on April 20th, it had
lost 199 all ranks out of the 500 who had gone into action.
Itis staqnch and gallant defence had held up a whole
Japanese division for 15 days, thus enabling two British
divisions to arrive in the area and prevent the invasion o f .
India. This was one of the finest feats of the war. Indeed,
it is with pride that a man can say " I was with The
Queen's Own at Kohima." Decorations received were: —
one V.C., one D.S.O., three M.C.s, three D.C.M.s and four
M.M.s
After the relief of Kohima the two British divisions
slowly fought their way to Imphal. The Japanese retreated
southwards. During the pursuit the 4th Battalion was
engaged in several outflanking movements down the road
to Tiddim and jnade a wide right hook to secure the cap
ture of Kalemyo. It was then withdrawn from the battle
for three months' rest.
When the 4th returned to the battle area it occupied
positions near Taungtha, 50 miles southwest of Mandalay.
It was the first unit of the 5th Indian Division to arrive.
Patrols located some Japanese on a hill to the northeast.
Against them a divisional attack ( was launched on March
27th, 1945. One brigade encircled the hill from the east,
while 161 Brigade assaulted it from the west. As usual the
enemy put up a stubborn resistance until they found that
they were hemmed in. They then withdrew during the hours
of darkness.
Now began a race to reach Rangoon before the mon
soon broke. In the early stages 161 Brigade was in reserve,
and the battalion was given the unenviable task of protect
ing the rear echelons of the division. Towards the end of
the drive it was the turn of the brigade to lead the column;
on April 24th the battalion became the leading unit with a
squadron of tanks in support. In the evening, near Pyu,
the tanks were held up by a swollen stream. Next morn
ing, as a move was still impossible, the battalion searched
the village. In it five guns and a machine gun were cap
tured. One of these guns—an antitank gun—is in the
Regimental Museum.
Before the column reached Rangoon, the 26th Indian
Division landed from the sea at the mouth of the Rangoon
River. By May 3rd Rangoon, the capital of Burma, was
in British hands.
Although Burma was now virtually ours, there was
still a large Japanese army in the Irrawaddy Valley. In
order to prevent its escape eastwards across the River
Sittang, the 5th Indian Division was extended along the
main MandalayRangoon road. While two companies of
the battalion took up a position near the road as a firm
base, the remainder moved to Mokshitwa, a village in thick
jungle ten miles to the west. Before the defences could be
made secure, Mokshitwa was attacked by about 100
Japanese, who were intent on breaking through to the
Sittang. The assault came down a track from the north.
It was stopped. But the enemy reformed in the jungle and
captured a feature which overlooked Battalion Head
quarters. A second assault was beaten off. Eventually the
feature was cleared by accurate mortar fire, and the
Japanese withdrew.
After five more weeks on the Mandalay road, and a
spell of duty on the railway line, the battalion went to
Rangoon, where it moved into billets near Government
House. On August 15th the news was received that the

devastation of Hiroshima and Nagasaki by atom bombs
had caused the Japanese to surrender.
The Treaty of Surrender was signed at Government
House, Rangoon. During the negotiations, which took
place on August 26th and 27th, three officers of the
battalion acted as escort to the Japanese envoys, and an
officer and 12 other ranks of the Mortar Platoon as the
guard. Major T. C. Coath was one of the escort.
The Battle Honours won in Burma were " North
Arakan," " Razabil," " Mayu Tunnels," " DEFENCE OF
KOHIMA," " Taungtha," " Sittang, 1945 " and " Burma,
194345."
*



*

More than half of the personnel were now due for
repatriation owing to length of service overseas. These
left Rangoon for England ini October. Although rein
forcements arrived, other men soon departed for release.
At. the end of January, 1946 the battalion was so short of
men that its commitments had to be handed over. The
remaining personnel were posted to other units. On
February 28th the battalion passed into suspended
animation.
The record of the 4th in the Second World War was
almost unique. It was one of the few units which fought
in all the three continents of Europe, Africa and Asia.
But it can claim a greater distinction than that. It saved
India at Kohima.
HONORARY COLONELS
Colonel C. S. Williams, V.D.,
16th Feb. 1920
Colonel C. N. Watney, C.I.E., T.D.
8th Dec. 1926
Colonel H. I. Robinson, T.D.
1st Mar. 1939
COMMANDING OFFICERS
Lt.Col. A. R. Cheale
16th Feb.
Lt.Col. F. J. Henson, T.D.
19th Mar.
Lt.Col. H. I. Robinson, T.D.
19th Mar.
BrevetCol. F. H. Hancock
19th Mar.
Lt.Col. G. E. L. Pardington, T.D.
19th Mar.
Lt.Col. A. A. E. Chitty, D.S.O.
4th Dec.
Lt.Col. M. M. Ffinch
21st June
Lt.Col. C. G. S. McAlester, M.C. (K.O.S.B.) 29th Mar.
Lt.Col. W. H. Lambert (E. LANC.)
22nd Sep.
Lt.Col. S. F. Saville
20th Feb.
Lt.Col. H. J. Laverty, D.S.O., M.C. (ESSEX) 1st Oct.
Lt.Col. P. H. A. L. Franklin (ESSEX)
18th Dec.
Major R. J. Webster (Acting)
30th Mar.
Lt.Col. I. G. Moon, M.B.E. (S.W.B.)
4th June

1920
1922
1926
1931
1936
1939
1940
1942
1942
1943
1943
1944
1945
1945

THE 4th/5th BATTALION THE QUEEN'S OWN (T.A.)
When the Territorial Army was reconstituted in 1947,
it was given a triple role. First, it was to be a second line
to the Regular Army and form a basis for expansion in
time of war. Second, it was to provide such armoured
and airborne formations as were required to make the
Regular Army a properly balanced force. Third, it was to
provide the antiaircraft artillery for Home defence. What
all this boiled down to was that the establishment of
Infantry was reduced. In The Queen's Own there was to
be one Territorial battalion only. This was to be the 4th;
its recruiting area was to be extended to include part of
that of the former 5th Battalion.
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On a very cold and snowy day—March 6th, 1947—
the officer who was to be the Adjutant of the reanimated
4th Battalion reported to the Headquarters of 133 (Kent
and Sussex) Brigade at Tunbridge Wells. He was told to
"get on with it." On arriving at the drillhall in Bank
Street, Tonbridge, he was amazed to find that the whole
building was full of hops. There was not even a corner
in which he could sit and write a Location Return.
Remembering the motto " Invicta," he refused to be
daunted. In a few hours the hops were being moved, and
the former Orderly Room was being prepared for action.
His first task was to assemble the Regular Permanent
Staff. This consisted, besides himself, of a Quartermaster,
an R.S.M., six instructors and four rank and file. There
were six instructors because the battalion was to be
organised as six companies—H.Q., Support and four Rifle
companies. The rank and file were for the maintenance
of vehicles, weapons and stores.
The Commanding Officer was appointed as from May
1st, 1947, on which day the battalion opened for recruit
ing. By that time Battalion Headquarters and H.Q.
Company had moved to the more modern and imposing
T.A. Centre in Avebury Avenue. The Support Company
was established in the hall in Bank Street. One of the
first outlying drillhalls to come into operation was the one
in Parish Lane, Penge, which had belonged to the 5th
Battalion; it was occupied by D Company. A Company
was located at Maidstone. B Company was in its old drill
hall at St. Mary Cray. To begin with C Company was at
Edenbridge; it moved to Sevenoaks in the autumn of 1948.
Men could enlist for one, two, three or four years. But
with many of the troops still not released from their war
time service, and with Conscription continuing, recruits
were scarce. Those who did join were mostly exRegulars
or former members of the 4th and 5th Battalions. The
basic Bounty was £9. The sum of 2/6 was paid for each
evening drill of two hours, in addition to travelling
expenses to and from the drillhall.
There was no annual camp in 1947; the Weapon
Training Courses were fired on Shoreham Range in Sep
tember. The first postwar camp was at Dibgate in July,
1948. It was for one week only. The 1st Battalion, which
was at Shorncliffe nearby, gave administrative assistance
and supplied instructors for the Carrier and 3inch Mortar
Platoons of the Support Company.
A National Territorial Recruiting Campaign was
launched in the autumn of 1948. In connection with it,
a Review of the Territorial Army was held in Hyde Park
by His Majesty King George VI on Sunday, October 31st.
The battalion provided a detachment of three officers and
twelve other ranks. Major J. K. Warner was in command
of the detachment. Captain K. C. Meyrick and Lieutenant
J. CalverJones carried the Colours.
Jt had been the intention in 1947 that the former 5th
Battalion should become the divisional headquarters of the
Royal Artillery of the Home Counties Division at Bromley.
The project had little success. So the Colonel of the Regi
ment requested that the 5th Battalion might be allowed
to revert to an infantry role and be amalgamated with the
4th. Early in 1948 the Army Council agreed to this, and
the Colours and most of the property of the 5th were
moved from Bromley to Tonbridge. There the matter
rested for a while, as Royal Assent was required before
the amalgamation could be cemented. It may well be that
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some of the articles transferred from the 4th to the 5th in
1908 came back to Tonbridge.
By the time that General Demobilization was com
pleted in May, 1948, the Army Council had announced its
future policy. The aim was to produce a balanced Field
Army, consisting of Regulars and National Servicemen;
and a Territorial Army into which the National Servicemen
would go for three years on completion of their fulltime
service. The first intake of National Servicemen would
be posted to the T.A. about the middle of 1950. In the
meantime each Territorial battalion was to build up a
cadre of N.C.O.s and specialists, which would be capable
of instructing the National Servicemen when they arrived.
With this in view, a senior Regular officer was posted to
the Permanent Staff. He was to be either the Commanding
Officer or the major in charge of training. Later on, the
Adjutant became redundant.
Training was now stepped up. After a week's camp
on St. Martin's Plain, Shorncliffe, in May, 1949, weekend
exercises—Driving Instruction, Wireless, Map Reading
and T.E.W.Ts.—became more frequent. The AntiTank
Platoon fired a course at Lulworth. The 3inch mortars
were fired on the range at Lydd. Vickers guns were
received.
Camp in June, 1950 was for two weeks. It was a
brigade camp at Bodney in Norfolk. The 4th/5th Buffs
and 4th/5th Royal Sussex were the other battalions in the
brigade. The first six days were taken up by minor tacti
cal training. During the second week a 48 hours' brigade
exercise was held. A special feature was that the battalion's
Corps of Drums, which had been formed a year before,
played in the evenings.
The first draft of National Servicemen joined on June
22nd, 1950. There was then a gap in the arrival of intakes
because, owing to the war in Korea, the fulltime service
of the National Servicemen was extended by six months.
Even so, the battalion went to camp for two weeks at the
Western Heights, Dover, in June, 1951 some 350 strong.
At Bodney in 1952 the strength was over 400. By July,
1953, when the camp was again at Bodney, the unit was
practically up to strength. Most of the National Service
men were from the 1st Battalion, which was then in
Malaya.
Under an Army Council Instruction dated May 2nd,
1952, Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II was graciously
pleased to approve of the new title "The 4th/5th Battalion
The Queen's Own."
For the Coronation of Queen Elizabeth II on June
3rd, 1953, the 4th/5th Battalion had two contingents in
London. Major A. R. H. Waring and four other ranks
were accommodated at Olympia and marched in the pro
cession. Lieutenant H. R. Duggan, carrying the Queen's
Colour, and 17 other ranks lined a portion of the route in
East Carriage Drive near Hyde Park Corner. This contin
gent was accommodated in a tented camp in Kensington
Gardens. Both contingents wore No. 1 Dress. As part
of the celebrations at Tonbridge the Corps of Drums,
wearing " Red." beat Retreat in the Castle Grounds.
After the 1954 camp, which was at Ewshott, near
Aldershot, the Support Company moved from Bank Street,
Tonbridge, to a new drillhall at Southborough.
The annual training for 1955 was at Tilshead on Salis
bury Plain. It included divisional manoeuvres, in which
tanks and aircraft cooperated.
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For financial reasons the Army Council now decided
that the National Servicemen, although still liable to serve
in the T.A. for three years, would in fact only do one
year's training of 20 days including a camp. Later, it was
announced that they would do no training at all. This
decision meant that the National Servicemen would merely
be " paper strength " and that the number of men available
for training would be drastically cut. Nevertheless the
battalion made the long journey to Castlemartin in
Pembrokeshire for a brigade camp in May, 1957. In 1958
it went even farther afield—to Carnoustie in Scotland.
The seal was set on the amalgamation of the two units
when Colours were presented to the 4th/5th Battalion on
the Angel Ground at Tonbridge on Friday, July 20th,
1956. Several rehearsals of the ceremony had been held at
camp on St. Martin's Plain during the previous week, so
that the parade was carried out faultlessly. The Colours
were consecrated by Canon V. J. Pike, ChaplainGeneral
to the Forces. The presentation was made by Her Royal
Highness The Duchess of Kent, the ColonelinChief.
Lieutenant M. V. Nyren received the Queen's Colour, and
Lieutenant A. F. Rainbow the Regimental. The R.S.M.
was G. V. K. Watts, B.E.M. After she had presented the
Colours, the Duchess addressed the battalion. The
Commanding Officer, LieutenantColonel C. H. Keenlyside,
replied. The battalion then marched past and advanced
in review order.
The Oid Colours of the 4th and 5th Battalions were
laid up in All Saints' Church, Maidstone, at a very moving
ceremony, which took place in the presence of Lieutenant
General Sir William Oliver, K.C.B., O.B.E., D.L., the
Colonel of the Regiment, on Sunday, September 9th, 1956.
There could be no better way to end this story of a
century of patriotic service than to quote part of the
address delivered by The Duchess of Kent after she had
presented the Colours on July 20th, 1956. She said: —
" The spirit of voluntary service, upon which the
4th/5th Battalion was founded about a hundred years
ago, is as much alive today as it was then. It is a spirit
which has made this country respected throughout the
world, and which we, in this county of Kent, are proud
to possess in a high degree. I trust that this spirit will
long be maintained."

HONORARY COLONELS
Colonel W. Nash, M.B.E., T.D.
25th Sep. 1947
Brigadier H. S. Brown, M.C., T.D.
25th Sep. 1953
Colonel G. E. L. Pardington, M.B.E., T.D. 25th Sep. 1958

COMMANDING OFFICERS
Lt.Col.
Lt.Col.
Lt.Col.
Lt.Col.
Lt.Col.

G. K. Defrates, D.S.O., M.C.
C. A. de B. Brounlie, M.C.
L. W. F. Jackson
C. H. Keenlyside
A. R. H. Waring, T.D.

1st
9th
10th
9th
8th

May
June
May
May
May

1947
1948
1951
1954
1957

Readers are reminded that we can supply copies of
"The Q.O.G." to their relatives for the modest sum of
Five Shillings, post free.
Ask your Company Commander to make the neces
sary arrangements.

THE ANSWER IS A BITTER LEMON
BY MAJOR A. G. JONES, M.C., THE SOUTH WALES BORDERERS

Republished by permission from " The Infantryman."

T

HE mountains of Cyprus, as nearly everyone knows,
are very beautiful. They are also nearly perpendicular,
and if some of the people, who write fine prose about the
mountains and the oleander and the carob trees, had to
climb up and down these mountains every day. with a
rifle in their hot little hands, it is possible that their prose
might deteriorate, and become punctuated with some of
those AngloSaxon monosyllables which ring musically over
an infantry patrol about ils lawful business.

On arrival in Cyprus recently, the battalion to which,
as the saying goes, I have the honour to belong, was sent
to a seaside resort of unbelievable Mediterranean charm,
there to while away its days in bathing, and its nights in
the sort of cultural activities which Rupert Brooke had in
mind when he wrote of Madingley, on Christmas Eve ; but
1, with my company, was selected for the somewhat awe
some privilege of ascending into the mountains, there to
attach myself to a Royal Marine Commando for, as the
instruction put it with unconscious accuracy, " operational
purposes." I was allotted as my headquarters a village of
bewitching aspect, known as much for its fruit and wine
as for the vigour of its underground terrorist organisation.
1 looked appreciatively at the figs and the vines, I savoured
the view from my window across the sea to the Taurus
Mountains, and 1 settled down to enjoy the sort of life
which all those writers of fine prose had led me to expect.
The vision was one of hot and dusty sunshine, of sweet red
wine, hospitable peasants, figs,
Mount Olympus and
monastries reeking of culture. I prepared to succumb to the
irrational Philhellenism which is part of anyone who has
suffered from the paralysing disadvantage of a classical
education. I decided that during the period of " settling in,"
I would find out what all the fuss was about and I would
settle once and for all the endless arguments over the rela
tive merits of the wines of Alona and of Clito.
My hedonistic proclivities were edalt a sharp blow
on the day after arrival, by the appearance of a taut young
gentleman with a green beret, rubbersoled boots and that
air of thinly disguised violence which has something to do
with facial muscles deformed by the constant carrying of a
knife between the teeth. He smiled at me with a hungry
sort of charm and invited me to take part in a clandestine
operation of unimaginable drama. It involved all the trap
pings of cinematic Cloakanddaggery—blackened faces,
stealthy movement by night and the apprehension of some
illdisposed citizen armed, it was said, with a submachine
gun. Now stealthy movement by night is all very well in
some circumstances, but blackening the face and tangling
with some heavily armed antagonist requires mature
thought and careful planning. " How long " I said to the
young man, " Have we to prepare for this operation? "
" 24 hours," came the reply, ejected between the teeth
like spent cases from a Bren gun.
Twenty fours later, my face covered with cocoa and
my head encased in one of those ridiculously misnamed
woollen bags—a " cap comforter "—I set out incredulously
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across the dark landscape, followed by a small band of
bewildered soldiers.
The details of the ensuing encounter are of necessity
secret. It is necessary only to record that the menacing
young gentleman in the green beret conducted himself with
an almost theatrical valour, hurling himself through dark
and unreconnoilred doorways with complete disregard for
what lay beyond. In one house rather more sinister in
aspect than any other we cameupon a series of rooms along
a corridoi. The young gentleman, feline and adroit, tried
the first door. It was locked. He drew back almost imper
ceptibly, and threw his shoulder with deceptive economy
of effort against the door. It flew open with a slight splinter
ing noise and in one movement he was inside, back against
the wall, silent and motionless. The room was empty,
which was just as well, because I was left teetering gently
on one leg, framed neatly in the doorway.
At the next room, the procedure was exactly repeated.
This time I was'quicker, and succeeded in striking my fore
head sharply against the young man's elbow. " Quiet!" he
said, peremtorily, 1 thought, a little unnecessarily.
I was beginning by now to acquire an inferiority com
plex of cathedral proportions; and when we came to the
next door, I decided to assert myself. I hurled my incon
siderable weight unscientifically against the door, lt was,
unfortunately, not locked, and I continued uncontrollably
through it, caught my foot on some obstacle, and landed
heavily on all fours in the middle of the flocr. A short,
bitter laugh came from behind me.
The operation, eventually and surprisingly, ended in
success. On our return to base our violent young friend
was pleased to commend our part in the endeavour, but
ruined the effect by an unfeeling reference to my abrupt
progress through the unlocked door. " It is never, " he
asserted pompously. " safe to assume that things are what
they appear to be."
Immediatealy after this adventure, we disappeared into
the wild mountains on an operation of considerable scope.
For days helicopters and brigadiers whirled around in ever
decreasing circles; clouds of dust rose into the quiet air as
jeeps raced theatrically about carrying officers looking quite
unnecessarily grim; and by an inevitable military extension
of Parkinson's Law, as it became evident that we were in
pursuit of an ever decreasing number of terrorists, so
Headquarters of increasing size made their appearance,
until we were equipped with approximately two Staff
Officers for every bandit.
In the middle of this operation I was sitting in my
company headquarters on the side of a particularly stark
mountain. 1 was sipping at a can of beer and on my table
was a used beer can in which my soldier servant kept a
stock of rifle oil. with which he was engaged in cleaning my
automatic pistol.
Suddenly, through the gathering dusk strode the intense
figure of my Commando friend. He came alongside my
table like a frigate and promptly began to fulminate
violently against the incomprehensible machinations of our
latest and biggest headquarters. Gesticulating wildly he
damned and blasted all staff officers, grades one, two and
three; he suggested, graphically but unrealistically, v/hat
they could do with their ration returns; he made one final
and impressive point on the subject of the ancestry of the
Staff Captain " Q," and sweeping up the beer bottle, he took
a long and dramatic swig.
It was. of course, the one with the oil in it, and after

45

a moment cf stunned and incredulous silence, he dashed
urgently into the bushes.
Minutes later he reappeared, white and subdued. I
handed him a can of beer, and with the air of one who puts
away a volley to make the score 30all, I murmured gently,
It is never safe to assume my boy. that things are exaactiy
what they appear to be."
For a moment he looked at me; then he drank his beer;
and the night crept down over the silent hills.


Nowadays a penny saved wouldn't have bought any
thing anyway.
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News from
ist BATTALION

C

HRISTMAS has come
and gone and the Bat
talion has now shed coloured
streamers, balloons and funny
hats (not to mention decora
ted donkeys on Boxing Day)
and have settled down into
the normal Cyprus routine.
The alleged EOKA truce con
tinued over the Christmas
period and after a number of
last minute rushes, owing to
the late return from opera
tions, the festivities went off
well. It was generally accep
ted that all ranks had a par
ticularly good Christmas.
It followed the normal
pattern, but in some inde
finable way, it had just a
little more than some previous
Christmas! The dinner of
turkey, ham. beef and all the
etceteras, Christmas pudding, fruit, nuts and beer were
excellent and a word of praise must go to the A.C.C. per
sonnel and Regimental cooks who did all that was asked of
them and more besides. Another notable feature this year
was that, owing to the introduction of Ration Cash Allow
ance of»4d. per man per day, the P.R.I. Christmas bill was
the smallest on record.
Oh Christmas Eve. midnight Communion was very well
attended, and on Christmas Day the morning service attrac
ted a number of families and their children. Later, the
officers' mess entertained the Sergeants before serving din
ner. The rest of the day was free of highly organised
activities and most unmarried officers and sergeants were
entertained by the marrieds in their houses, as were a
number of other ranks during the Christmas period.
On Boxing Day. there was a Parade of Decorated
Donkeys (imported into the camp in 3tonners after much
effort, by the Intelligence Officer) and the ingenuity of
ideas was considerable and the prize for the most original
theme was won by Support Company. The Officers v.
Sergeants football match followed and was won. for a
change by the Sergeants, who showed rather more skill and
low cunning.
Later the Officers were entertained by the Sergeants
after a number of absentees had appeared from the local
Rugby Sevenaside competition, in which we were beaten
in the final by the Royal Welsh Fusiliers. In the evening,
there was a Talent Spotting Competition and Tombola in
the W.V.S. Room, organised by our very capable and
popular W.V.S. lady, Miss Kay Long.

Battalions
There were a number of Company and Departmental
parties during the period, which were enjoyed by Ull and
finally on the 28th December, the Battalion were back to
work and the stern realities of life.
New Year's Eve was relatively quiet and no doubt
many thoughts turned to the fact that we were entering
the last leg of our overseas tour in Cyprus; the past two
years have been full of variety, interest and problems, but
as always, the best moments are seen in retrospect and it
has been a full and rewarding period in the Queen's Own
activities.
January has seen a return to LS. duties of a very
modified nature. In the diplomatic and political field, the
Cyprus barometer has beeni standing high and there is an
increased feeling of optimism that this remarkable problem
is nearer solution, than it has been for some years. Early
in the month we were honoured by a visit from His Excel
lency the Governor, Sir Hugh Foot, who spoke to all
Officers and Sergeants in the Sergeants' Mess. It was a
most interesting and enjoyable talk and was followed by a
number of intelligent and searching questions. Afterwards,
he was entertained in the Officers' Mess, where the questions
continued. An unusual angle to his visit was that we all
sat in the Sergeants' Mess with His Excellency, listening
to his recorded speech on the wireless after the C.B.C.
news broadcast.
Later in. the month, we were visited by the Secretary
of State for War, Mr. Christopher Soames, and the Direc
tor of Operations, who toured the camp and talked to a
number of soldiers in the W.V.S. Hut. He also visited
the men's evening meal and afterwards went to the Officers'
and Sergeants' Messes.
In the operational field. A, C and D Companies have
been on a series of rugged operations in the Troodos area,
but have n.ow returned to base. Our days in 3 Indep. Inf.
Bde. are now numbered and with a number of changes of
major units in the Island, we are due to move into 50
Indep. Inf. Bde. next month. Our role will be slightly
different and we will miss our Bde. Staff, whom we have
known so well since arriving in Nicosia. In, spite of efforts
by the Commanding Officer to avoid a change with only
eight months left in Cyprus, it has to be for a number of
reasons beyond normal control and no doubt all will be
well eventually.
Finally, we say "goodbye" to Major W. C. D.
Crumplin, who is returning home to an appointment at the
War Office, Major D. Monckton on his way to retirement,
and Capt. C. S. Clarke, who is joining the staff of the Army
School of P.T., Aldershot. We welcome Major P. N.
Elgood and 2/Lts. R. H. Whitty. J. C. Holman and P. F.
Valpy.
When a fellow comes down to the office Monday
morning looking very haggard it's' usually due to his
weekend condition,
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"A" COMPANY
Coy. H.Q.
" Company Commanders must come and Company
Commanders must go. but the Company Sergeant Major
goes on forever." This would appear to be the theme as
we say " goodbye " to yet another O.C., and prepare to
welcome (dare I say it?) our sixth Company Commander
in the space of a year. We wish Capt. Clarke and his
family all the best in Aldershoi and hope that he enjoys
doing his Battle P.T. Tests as little as we did. We extend
a warm welcome to Capt. Dodson. whom we don't expect
to see until after the Staff College Entrance Examination in
February. Good luck in the exam., Sir.
Christmas, with all its accompanying festivities, is now
behind us and we at last find ourselves in the happy
position of being able to say " Home this Year ! "
Anyone passing the Company lines at about 10 a.m.
on Boxing Day would doubtless have been astonished to
see a zebramafked moke sporting the very latest in hats
with what at first sight, appeared to be a couple of Tor
pedo Tubes mounted on each of its flanks. This, in fact,
was "A" Company's answer to the terrorists, a mobile
rocket launcher of prodigious fire power. Even more
prodigious was the Gun Number mounted precariously on
the animal's back, who bore an uncanny likeness to our
old friend Andy Capp. Once the machine was put into
motion, one marvelled at : (a) its astonishing mobility; (b)
the nerve of its rider; and (c) the misplaced ingenuity of
its inventor. Talk about Angels on horseback !
At present 2/3 Platoons of the Company are enjoying
an Exercise in the Troodos Hills, where the temperature
is decidedly English. Fortunately, the accommodation is
good and the scenery even better.
We offer oiir congratulations to Lt. Colegale on being
selected, for the second year, to represent the Army at
Rugger.
In the boxing world, our hopes rest on L/Cpl. Blunt
and Pte. Rawlins, who are at present battling it out in the
Battalion. Individual Championships. Good luck to them
both.
The Hammers.

Sgt. Tidy can be seen flitting between camp and home
continually calling the roll of his family to see if the new
draft has arrived, lt should be here any day and then we
will not see him for a few weeks while he is on leave.
This must be the end for this edition, so hoping to
have plenty of news next month, we will sign off.
Alpha.

2 Platoon

Even though we are well into January, the platoon is
still to some extent suffering from Christmas pains. The
Company was in camp for Christmas, for they had returned
a few days previously. The risk I feel was too great; fancy
having a lot of merry, semiintoxicated revellers endeavour
ing to cordon Lefkoniko with all those chickens and
feminine charms within their reach.
The Battalion put up a good show on the men's behalf,
however, and we gorged ourselves at Christmas meals sit
ting listening to the Regimental Band going all Turkish
in taste. In the morning the platoon had the pleasure of a
visit from C.S.M. King and Sgt. Tidy, who brought round
the rum and tea issue to the platoon who were still in bed
at the unearthly hour of 8 o'clock. The guests were greeted
with comments such as, " Do you mind getting my mug
from my locker, SergeantMajor ? " or " If you get down
on your hands and knees you'll find my mug at the bottom
of my soldier box." All these remarks from the men who
seized their chance on the one and only day possible in the
year when the C.S.M. is too good hearted to return the sly
digs with even slicker comments such as " Pte. SoandSo
charged with insubordinate language, contrary to . . . ! "
Most of the platoon entered into the Christmas fes
tivities with the utmost vigour.
Pte. Taylor became a
habitual drunkard, I'm sure, for he seldom found the door
of the tent at the first attempt. Pte. " Johnnie " Harris was
seen going around shaking everyone he met by the hand,
as though they were long lost friends, whilst Pte. " Mick "

1 Platoon

Having recovered from a quiet, but pleasant Christmas,
at which the cooks really excelled themselves, we find our
selves at the stage at which we can see the end of our
Cyprus tour on a current calendar (with the compliments
cf Mr. Chris. Peppps). Once again we have worn out a
Company Commander, who is going to recuperate at the
P.T. School, Aldershot, and have been issued with Capt.
K. Dodson to hold the rein.s. We wish them both the best
iiu their new appointments and sincerely hope that our new
O.C. is more sympathetic to the Egyptian P.T. fans among
us. At least we have all passed our P.E. tests at that,
although Capt. Clarke's type leaves most of us inert.
At the time of writing, the platoon is split three ways—
some each with 2 and 3 platoons, who are separated on
an operation in. the Troodos and a few left in camp doing
odd fatigues.
" Darky " Remedios has rejoined us from a spot of
local leave, while Pte. Clark, M.M., has left us, getting in
the remainder of his year's entitlement. " Bert " Angel
will leave on a one way ticket to Blighty in a few days, and
though we are sorry to lose him we wish him the best of
luck.
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Pte. M. Meopham guarding
a quantity of terrorist arms
and explosives.
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Buckman exercised his tine ten.or voice in a heartrending
ditty to his girlfriend far away, in a tune which sounded
a bit like " Irene Goodnight," but with the appropriate
name fitted in and about three semitones out, one way or
the other. He did not get encored.
The C.S.M. "persuaded" some of the boys to go in
for the talent contest, and they succeeded in pulling off
third prize singing Negro spirituals, including one " Dem
Bones." " Slim " Baker was asked to act as stage prop, but
was too shy to go up in swimming trunks. Still, with all
these cracks at " Slim," he still saves the platoon at football,
and we vote him " Footballer of the Year."
The fellows were dragged out up to the Troodos on
either a scheme or an op.—no one knows ! They are still
up there, miles from anywhere, but above the snowline and
shivering in smock tops, trousers, two pullovers, B.D.
jacket and trousers, two pairs of gloves and greatcoats also.
They are carrying out patrols on foot and " Ferrets ", road
blocks and searches, and are attached to the Royal Horse
guards.
Pte. Chouls must be welcomed to the Platoon and has
gone off with these " hardies " to the rugged mountains to
be initiated. " Best of British, mate ! " Some others of the
platoon remained behind in C.B.S. Camp, however, for
various reasons.
L/Cpl. Blunt and Pte. " Panda " Rawlins remained to
fight in the Battalion Individual Boxing Championships.
As we go to print they have both got to the finals and have
more than a fair chance to pull it off. L/Cpl. " George "
Blunt is fairly aggressive man in the ring, so we are all
very friendly with him now. " Panda " Rawlins is all style,
and piled up the points in his previous fight to win com
fortably. Good luck to both in the Final, and remember,
"Two Platoon Forever."
Cpl. Coleman and Pte. " Lofty " Barden are moving
on, and wish all the " Nigs " happy soldiering and many
more " Bulled up top packs and happy drill parades." We
say " good luck " and let's hope they have one or more for
those who can't get the good Old Draught English Beer.
That's the lot for now before we die of thirst, see
you soon, we hope.
The Cole Merchants.

7 Platoon

" C " COMPANY

This last month has been as active as any we have had,
cordons, searches, road blocks and the usual I.S. work, but
before we go into the rugged stuff, there are a codple of
new chaps we wish to welcome to the Platoon. Ptes. Nixey
and Munns who have joined us from the last draft. We
hope they will enjoy a long and happy stay with us. We
have lost three of our members to other departments. Pie.
White 68 has become a R.P. (all coppers are) and Ptes.
King and Simmonds are now seen roaring round the camp
in LandRovers with big " L's " on them.
Cpl. Woollard has now got his family out here, so he
is available between the hours of 0800—1630 hours (by
appointment). Cpl. Jock Leiper has been spending a
cushy month as Cpls.' Mess Caterer, he is seen on occasions
running around with invoices and bills muttering inco
herently something about " Moose loose about this hoose."
At the beginning of the month, the Platoon was pre
occupied with fatigues. Mr. Clinch, Cpls. Cartwright and
Woollard disappeared to Brigade to become Aerial Obser
vers for an exercise, they have not stopped talking about it

since, it is more like Biggin Hill than C.B.S. The Platoon
was called out to the Troodos area during the month, and
the flyers returned, but this was not the end of it, every
five min.utes of the day Austers were flying low over our
position dropping rude messages. The Platoon Site was
in the Apliki Forest and it was very cold. On our first
day our cook, Pte. Broad, was taken away from us and
L/Cpl. Davies offered his services, we had never eaten so
well on Ops., I can still taste his stews, and the Op. has
been over for two days now, many thanks to him.
At the time of writing we are in camp, doing some
training and duties.
Well, that's all from us, it's a bit late, but "A Happy
New Year" to all our readers.
Lucky 7.

8 Platoon
After a long period of bargaining and ceaseless vigi
lance we have found a PI. Comd. in Mr. Valpy. and Sgt.
Orsler can once again return to his old work as Pi. Sgt.
The Platoon capabilities, vastly overrated by my en
thusiastic boxercumold soldiercumfootplate mancum
one month to do batman " Marcus Beacus " Morton, were
physically displayed at their annual P.E. tests down on the
back field.
Naturally he was not performing for some
inexplicable reason. The Company Run produced even
finer results from the Platoon who had only three starters—
the Platoon Commander, Cpl. Brown and one private
soldier. Muster Parade has been fitted in between Duty
Company with a Platoon average of about six to twelve
men, on parade and soon we will only be able to inspect our
Platoon when they all appear on their weekly Pay Parade.
Pte. Curr has filled the gap left by " M.M.," most
adequately and in future we shall all be thinking of the
latter every time we hear of those frightful rail disasters.
Our two " special branch " men have been slipping in and
out of the camp every day for the last four weeks, looking
quite immaculate in their charcoal grey Burtontype suits;
Cpl. Hopwood with the only weapon between them. Pte.
Powell has really become quite superior to us " soldiers,"
but I hear say that the C.S.M. is awaiting his return, to
uniform with glee. Pte. " Slim " Williams has gone off to
the gate to be a R.P., while Ptes. Richards and Harding
have joined the Company. Pte. Wickens leaves his com
fortable job at the Sergeants' Mess for our rugged Rifle
Platoon life.
Needless to say, Pte. Quinnell has distinguished him
self by trying to blow up 9 Platoon Sergeant and all his
mates in the throwing bay at' Dhekelia Grenade Range.
The Platoon Commander, after much coaxing from the
C.S.M., crept out to demolish his first blind.
On hearing that we were leaving for Troodos, the
Company went for a march and 8 Platoon, as usual, came
in first spurned on from the rear by their Platoon Com
mander. Once in: Troodos we were very comfortably set
tled in a semiderelict house with all mod. cons: laid on
by "Chunky" Welch and "Marcus" Morton. We did
all the normal I.S. duties, but although we had little suc
cess, the morale was high, even after the battered boxers
had arrived in the shape of Ptes " Cushty " Allen, Morton
and Cpl. Lowe, who was a most helpful temporary addi
tion to the Platoon. Cpl. Hayley managed to miss the
transport and did not arrive at all. Sgt. Orsler had a good
game for the Army Rugger Team and it is fortunate for
the other Platoons that his prowess is not as great with a
round ball. L/Cpl. Green did a lot of hard work and was
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given invaluable assistance by Ptes. Jakes and Newman.
Pte. Walker was not to be outdone and the Platoon now
appear t,o have their own dog tracker team. We left
Troodos in high spirits and have just about forgiven the
Platoon Commander for having his personal mail dropped
by 'plane.
v
Frightful stories have seeped through about Cpl.
Brown's preembarkation celebrations, but he seems to have
left the camp and we all hope thaC he is safely on the ship,
with or without his " docs.." and enjoying the voyage.
Everybody is very sorry to see such a valuable Corporal
leave the Platoon and we all wish him the best of luck in
civvy street.

9 Platoon
Little to report this month due to a change over of
Platoon Sergeants. Sgt. Atkins has left to take up the post
of P.S.L with the 4th/5th Battalion an.d the new Sunray
Minor has not a clue of what happened in the last month.
He expresses his regrets and promises to be on the ball in
the future. Since he has been here, 9 Platoon supplied
most of the boxers for the Company Boxing team with quite
good results, thanks to the training under L/Cpl. Steers.
The last Op. saw us up in the Troodos Forest patrol
ling, ambushing and observing the area in general. At
first we had a Regimental Cook, but he was taken from us
on the second day. So Pte. Reddick volunteered to cook
for the Platoon—a volunteer is better than a pressed man
and this volunteer turned out to be a good cook, the
cooking was as good as one could wish for. All the
Platoon send him their thanks. As for the Op. there is
nothing to report, we hope for better luck nexttime, if
there is a next time.
Snews Boy.

" D " COMPANY
Christmas festivities were a great success. Cpl. Smith
was appointed Company Christmas Decorator and with the
aid of a suitable tree, acquired by C/Sgt. Vine, made the
N.A.A.F.I. canteen look most attractive. Christmas Day
was celebrated in the traditional army manner and in keep
ing with the same tradition, the next few days were spent
recovering. On Boxing Day, Mole, as a brilliant repre
sentative of " D" Company, decorated himself and a
donkey and very nearly won the competition for the title
"Silly Ass, 1958." On Christmas morning the Warrant
Officers and Sergeants brought tea to the men in bed; it
was unfortunate that some hands were so unsteady that
rumlaced tea was poured over the heads of blissful sleepers
who had been deaf to the cheery seasonal greeting's.
When the celebrations were over and peace once more
reigned, we made the best use of a rare few days in camp
to train. Everyone swarmed down the rope from the static
water tank in preparation for helicopter operations; L/Cpl.
Gliddon gave us all interesting instruction on the art of
tracking and we devoted much time to weapon and wire
less training.
It was not long, however, before " D " Company, or
" The Operational Company," as we are more widly known,
was off again leaving the battalion to enjoy the pleasures
of C.B.S. Camp and giving the other companies a chance
with the N.A.A.F.I. girls. This time we were under com
mand of the Royal Welsh Fusiliers in a large operation
taking place in the Troodos Mountains. The platoons

were dispersed over a wide area of rugged forest and
worked hard for ten days patrolling, ambushing and obser
ving movement. For much of this time the weather was
bitterly cold and rum was issued to allay the effects of
cold and wet. There was no striking success to record
from this operation, simply the satisfaction of a job well
done. The Company's considerable operational experience
of the last few months stood it in good stead and we found
that we achieved all our tasks smoothly and efficiently. We
finally left the Lefka area on 14th January and returned
to prepare for our next round with EOKA.
In conclusion, we wish a speedy recovery to 2/Lt. Bate
man now in hospital after a painful accident on operations,
when he crushed his lingers, and also to Pte. Jaques who
is still in hospital with jaundice. May they rejoin us in
time to be with the Company when we deliver the death
dealing blow to the enemy !

SUPPORT COMPANY
Coy. H.Q.
During the short time that has passed since our last
n.otes were written, we've seen Christmas celebrations come
and go. Everybody is now accounted for, those being
posted absent (presumed dead drunk) have now come to
light and life carries on much the same as usual.
Our Company party, held just after Christmas, went
down very successfully. Massive piles of sandwiches, cakes
and beer (thanks are due here to Colours and his assistants)
quickly disappeared and everyone seemed to enjoy them
selves.
Outstanding features of the evening's entertainment
included inspired playing by "Spoons GI098 " King, who
tried to convince us all he was actually invited to join the
skiffle group. (He don't fool nobody). Major Waring and
the Sergeant Major both sang, but, despite this, most of
us stayed on until the party was over.
Major Elgood, an old Support Company soldier, has
taken over the Company from Major Waring and can

Pte. M. Roberts cleaning up
after a patrol to Akanthou.
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usually be seen stamping about angrily waiting for his
LandRover, beneath the peak of his S.D. hat. " Yorky "
Davies has taken over as his batman and is now learning
to mix cocktails to the satisfaction of his lord and master.
Major Waring is now engaged in the arduous task of
listing the Regimental silver prior to amalgamation. When
inspecting the guard as Field Officer of the week he was
heard to ask the Guard Commander, who presented the
sentry, what inscription is engraved on his base. We extend
to him our best wishes on his future appointment as 2/i.c.
which he takes over on the departure of Major Archer,
towards the end of February. He will be missed after his
long term in command of the Company.
At present we are making use of a pause in operations
to carry on a little Support Company training. The
M.M.G. Platoon has had a day on the range and the
Mortar Platoon will be firing their mortars in a day or
two; but what the future holds for us is not yet clear.
As we go to press, the Battalion Boxing Individual
competition is in. progress; of the thirty entries, a dozen
were from our Company. So far. six have won their
preliminary bouts and we extend our best wishes to them
in the finals.
Bunny.

Mortar Platoon

With only a few tattered paper chains secreted in the
platoon lines to remind us of a jolly and boozy Christmas,
our thoughts turn to training and everything else, fatigues
for instance, that the New Year has to offer. Looking
back we had quite a Christmas ! First, there was the
Draw in which Cpl. Ongley and Mr. Taylor were lucky
winners. The Commanding Officer generously decided to
put the latter's present back into the draw. Then came
Christmas Day, when everyone had more than their share
of turkey, chicken and Christmas Pudding and all the other
luxuries which only Christmas can offer.

The Company party stood out as one of the highlights
of the Christmas period. We were well entertained by the
skiffle group and had quite a few choice recitations and
bawdy songs by the Company Commander and C.S.M.
We are now trying to get down to some serious train
ing, but have quite a difficult task trying to train the com
parative new hands in the platoon in time to fire on Goshi
Range in a few days time. Ptes. Caulfield, Pett and Major
can be heard muttering " Section Target, Charge II, No. 1
ranging " in their sleep, but they are making sound pro
gress. L/Cpls. Nice, Brown and Harwood are proving
themselves a capable Mortar crew.
Boxing is now in full swing and Ptes. Tipple, Cronk
and Munday are representing the Company under the
expert coaching of trainer Jock Nice. We wish them
every success.
Mr. Taylor is now back with us after returning from
U.K. and his Air Portability Course, where he did extremely
well to obtain a " B " grading. We would like to welcome
Pte. Moorcraft to the platoon and we hope his stay will be
an enjoyable one.
The Tubers.

AntiTank Platoon
As a sop to a company clerk, we'll make this con
tribution short, though goodness knows how. In prose,
too. to save paper.
To begin with, Mr. Pearce (Now a Lt.) has returned
from the land of NetherNether with a " B," a very good
grade. Then Mr. Durtnell has gone away to Famagusta
to learn to be a Messing Officer. We learn that Reggie has
got his wife out here. Mac likes gin, especially at 8s. a
bottle, and Brian and Teddy are flying off out of it. Mike
Vale, too, has flown off to his long awaited Netheravon
course. We wish him the best of luck.
We went to the Company party to see Hawkins get
groovy. He did. Mr. Durtnell managed all the words of
" A. you're adorable," a popular song of the last century.
We hope to go down to Pyla AntiTank range in the
not too distant future to fire off a stack of ammunition.
A few nights ago we set up a roadblock on. the main
Troodos road. Apart from several members of the platoon
nearly being run over, nothing very exciting happened. We
look forward to the day when we get a few days off Duty
Company and to the time when the D.T.L. is empty again.
Muggins.
Coy. H.Q.

Brewing up.

Sgt. Taylor, L/Cpl. Nice and
L/Cpl. Steers.

" H.Q." COMPANY

Once again the Little People sigh with relief and settle
down to the routine of bumph disposal an.d the introduction
of new Company Commanders to the intricacies of life in
Company H.Q.
We announce yet one more change, due to the depar
ture of Capt. P. J. Goodwin to " C " Company, and welcome
our new Chief, Capt. D. P. I. Campbell, but his stay, we
regret, will be short and another Chief will be taking over
the helm in, the near future. Who it will be is still a
mystery to us all.
C.S.M. Simmonite continues his mania for spying on
fire points and it has been said he is hatching tadpoles in
some of them, but the general opinion is that he is checking
that his hat badge is still up to standard. The black hotrod
which always stands by the Company Office is not expected
to be seen around much longer as our halfton bridge is
being used by threeton monsters driven by strange little
men hunched over their steering wheels.
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Here's one pack it's a pleasure to carry—
Kreemys, the new Sharp's toffees in the
handy pack. Buy a packet of scarlet
and gold wrapped Kreemys today
—they're delicious!
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We are pleased to inform readers that we have at last
filled the enviable position of C.O.S. May we express our
congratulations and sympathy to " Corporal " Roger Gould.
" L/Cpl." Dell is now the Keeper of Records, and the Filing
Clerk position is now in. the capable hands of Roger
Stanard. At this point in the proceedings, we would like
to welcome a new member to our band of little people,
namely Doug. Wright, may his days be happy.
We regret that our temporary Colour Bloke, Petrol
Feet Brown, has been recalled to the depths" of those bar
baric areas of the M.T. and C/Sgt. Dick Barton refuses to
return from his Island of Paradise called " Blighty." The
inimitable C.S.M. has been appointed to the exhalted
position of Store Keeper in Chief. L/Cpl. Dave Rees is
his 2/i.c., ably assisted by Ptes. Joe De Meyer an.d Dell
Blackman, who continue to fight off allcomers with that
wellknown phrase, " Out of Stock."
L/Cpl. " Jeem " Walker is still under the influence of
his coveted new S.L.R.'s and one can imagine his indigna
tion when confronted with a consignment of No. 4 rifles,
Quarter Guard for the use of. Ptes. " Owly " Older and
" Don " Preston are busy behind the scenes as usual, where
they are left undisturbed until it becomes necessary to call
them to arms for duty guarding our palatial residence.
Once more the time has come for the little people to
retire to their warrens for another month and leave you with
this thought, "The rain, in Cyprus falls mainly on the
Company Office."
Censumatum Est.

Band
The New Year is now with us, and it is with bowed
heads and feeling " ever so humble " that we enter the
lists of subscribers to the " Buster" with our New Year's
resolution in front of us—"To always be on time with our
notes." With 1958 behind us and 1959 in front, we can
look forward with anticipation, an.d backwards with satis
fction, and all join with one voice to wish all our readers
" A very Happy and Prosperous New Year."
The end of November saw all our U.K. leave person
nel back with us once again and the Band working at full
strength. The Bandmaster, Sgt. "Tim" Healey, L/Cpl.
Lovell and Bdsm. Eke missed us all so much that they
considered a D.C.6 far too slow, and came back by Comet,
5| hours U.K. to Nicosia isn.'t bad going. However, they
still couldn't catch up with us, as we were playing at
Episkopi for a Guard of Honour, and enjoying a bit of
civilisation: the Bandmaster's net is a big one, and before
we knew where we were, he had cast it and brought us
back to Nicosia to play at a welcoming Guest Night at
our own Officers' Mess for the new Director of Operations.
The following day we were away at the crack of dawn, back
to Episkopi to complete the second half of the Guard of
.Honour. Oh where, oh where, have our G.S. medals gone?
Tuesday, 2nd December, saw Sgt. McGowan, plus eight
of us long sufferers dressed in Winter Kit, and hieing it over
the mountains to sit on a luxury hotel, right on the sea.
until the Battalion caught up with us about three days
later, and took it over as H.Q. Incidentally, this hotel
is " luxury " by Cyprus standards, in that it was made of
brick, not canvas. The following Saturday, a fearsome
sight appeared at Main, it was the Bandmaster with the
remainder of the Band and half the Q.M.'s staff, who had
come out to run the detainees cage, which was located at a
new gymnasium with all modern amenities, including an
electric cooker—what did happen to those rations we were

going to cook on, it, "A" Company
It was a short and
sweet " Op." and we were all safely back at C.B.S. on the
Sunday afternoon.
The 9piece Dance Band have been kept very busy
with dances at Larnaca, Zyyi, Dhekelia and Nicosia, and
have given a good account of themselves and proved most
popular. The 17th December was the Children's Christ
mas Party, and although the Battalion were still Operation
bound, the party went on, and 1 think a good time was had
by all. Sunday, 21st we held our Carol Service here at
C.B.S. Tuesday, the 23rd we went over to the Royal
Pioneer Corps for the Carol Service, and Christmas Eve
saw us Carol singing around the wards at B.M.H. This
was greatly appreciated by the patients, who joined in with
gusto.
Going back to the 21st, the troops had a really first
class Draw, with top prize a return ticket by air to U.K.
The 13piece Dance Band was in attendance out " Heath
ing " Heath, and fairly brought the place down (at least it
sounded as though it was coming down). I should think
that elsewhere in this issue the Draw will be reported in
full, so I will say no more.
On now to Christmas Day, with our best cup of tea
of the year served by the Bandmaster and the other seniors
of the Band, and well laced with whisky — " plain or
fancy " was the cry as the mugs were filled. We were in
attendance at the Morning Service, and then on to play
while the troops were having their Christmas Dinner.
Everything went like clockwork and we all had our Christ
mas Dinner after the dining hall had cleared of the main
body. No complaints this year, but our thanks not only to
our own seniors, but to all other seniors who stayed behind
to help serve us. By the evening we had managed to
recover and we had our own little party in the Band Stores,
which proved a great success, in fact, on New Year's Eve,
Bdsm. Roy Eke wanted to know where everyone had gone.
Boxing Day saw our " Fred Karno " Band leading the
donkeys up to the Sports Field, in fact, we all looked and
felt like a load of asses. In. the evening L/Cpl. " Louis "
Holmes's Red Hot Quartet played for a talent and tombola
show in the dining hall, and proved such a success that
they have been in constant demand ever since.
On the sporting side, we have been rather quiet, in fact,
we have had very little time to relax all through December,
but are bearing up and pressing on regardless.
Faggott.

M.T. Section
The tumult and the shouting has died. Beercans, par
cel wrappings, paper chains and other seasonal debris, have
all been cleared away. Another year is born. This should
be a happy event, but the entry of this Section into 1959 was
viewed with a certain amount of concern, the " Powers that
be " had ordained that we should have our annual vehicle
inspection on the 12th of January.
The first days of the New Year saw our usually im
maculate vehicle park turned into a veritable hive of activity.
Drivers could be seen dashing around the park, carrying
pots of paint, cans of grease, buckets of water and sundry
other items used in the maintenance an,d cleaning of
vehicles. Human bodies, of all shapes and sizes, were
sprawled in, on top of and underneath the wagons.
Gradually, the M.T. park disappeared under a mountain
of spare parts and oily rags.
Aloof from all the confusion, stood Sgt. Brown, who,
with the aid of Sgt. Ticehurst, directed the " Operation
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Clearhup." His gentle persuasive voice could be heard
giving directions on " What, How and Why," to do the
thousand and one jobs that had to be done.
Gradually, the park took shape and the vehicles stood
in orderly rows, gleaming in the sunlight, and glittering in
the rain.
As these notes are being written, the inspection still
carries on. So far, the results have been what we hoped
for and for that, a certain amount of thanks must go to
our latest intake of trainee drivers. They have all worked
very hard, no doubt in the hope that the vehicles upon
which they worked will one day be theirs.
Leaving the inspection, we go on to our monthly
arrival and departure list. Apart from the large body of
trainee drivers, there arrived two new R.E.M.E. members.
These being Cfn. Dave Evans and Bob Taylor. They came
as replacements for Cfn. Draycott and Walley, who have
been posted back to England. Also, gone from hence, are
Ptes. " Willy " Wells and " Coco " Case. To those who
have come and those that have gone, we extend the usual
" Helios " and " Farewells."
During our frenzy of activity, we welcomed the return
of Sgt. Manders, the R.E.M.E. Shop Steward. He has, for
the past six weeks, been on leave to England. What a
joy it is to see his frostbitten fingers gaily wielding a ham
mer and chisel on a stubborn bolt!
When, the present scribe took over the task of writing
these notes, he thought it would be a difficult job. Actually,
the only difficulty lies, not in what to write, but how to
finish off.
The Mekon Fans.

Quartermaster's Department

Apart from the usual worries of work and Regimental
duties (one of which always seems to be in conflict with
the other), very little has happened within our small com
munity since Christmas.
A day or so was spent in. removing the tents Universal
Store in which both the R.Q.M.S. and Sgt. Shields managed
to hide so much and a general clean up was the order of
the day. The R.Q.M.S. is nicely fixed up with a new U/S
Store, but Sgt. Shields now wanders about wondering where
he can hide his Boards of Survey.
Cpl. Marchant and his Accommodation Store ailso
moved and must now be somewhere in the region of Atha
lassa woods. In actual fact the top of his new store just
appears over the distant horizon. Still, " Never mind, Ron,
we can now reinstitute a bush telegraph system."
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The Quartermaster has taken a week or so off just
recently; now such statements as " What dates do you
want ? " seem to be of major importance to other members
of our " Marrieds."
We have welcomed Cpl. Marchant back to the fold
after his stay in B.M.H. Dhekelia and two weeks' recu
peration: leave. We do hope that his recovery is complete
and such worries as his Monthly Fuel Account can remain
where they belong.
A new employee arrived on the Staff recently, namely,
Pte. Cheeseman, to whom we say, " Welcome."
The Quartermongers.

WIVES' CLUB
The Social Evening for the month was held on January
13th. Those present were: Mrs. Hind, Mrs. Marsh, Mrs.
Spalding, Mrs. Vine, Mrs. Patterson, Mrs. Tarver, Mrs.
Blake, Mrs. Parker, Mrs. Flint, Mrs. Barrett, Mrs. Mar
chant, Mrs. Hurley, Mrs. Vale, Mrs. Lockyear, Mrs. Mar
shall, Dodie Lockyear, Mrs. Waring, Mrs. Norton, Mrs.
Courcha, Mrs. Kemp, Mrs. Cooper, Mrs. Palmer, Mrs.
Simpson, Mrs. Kill, Mrs. Hunter, Mrs. Cleaver, Mrs.
Clarke, Miss Marsh, Mrs. Pitchers.
A fascinating demonstration on face care and makeup
was given by Mrs. Clarke, the wife of a Cyprus Government
official. She brought her own model to demonstrate on,
and after this, called for a volunteer to have a facial. Mrs.
Spalding volunteered and looked very lovely at the end of
the evening. Mrs. Clarke, who comes from the Nether
lands, told us how on the Continent women, take much
greater care of their faces than most Englishwomen—and
think nothing of regular visits to their beauty parlours every
three weeks or so. She told us some of the bad things that
happen to our faces in Cyprus and made most of us feel
that we were very idle about caring for our complexions.
She brought with her stocks of Richard Hadn.utt cosmetics,
which many of us gladly bought. EOKA are particularly
adamant on banning the import of English cosmetics and
so they are not at all easy to buy in the shops now.
A beautiful tea was provided by Mesdames Norton,
Tarver and Cleaver during the evening. The Raffle of two
coloured face towels was won by Mrs. Simpson.
Our congratulations go to Sgt. and Mrs. Hope on the
arrival of their son, and our best wishes to Mrs. Mead for
a speedy recovery from a particularly painful operation.
Mrs. Mead could not speak too highly of the excellent care
she received while in the B.M.H.
We were very sorry to say " goodbye " to Mrs. Rosa
mund Clarke and wish them all the best of luck in Alder
shot. Also on the same boat, Mrs. Atkins left us and we
shall hope to see her again in due course.
We are very happy to welcome Mrs. Courcha, Mrs.
Wilders and Mrs. Woollard, who had such an unfortunate
long wait in joining their husbands in Cyprus.

+.
The telephone has many uses;
To make engagements or excuses,
To check the time, to get the weather;
To draw a loving pair together;
And not infrequently to take you
From your steaming meal and make you
Listen, hungry, bored, and beaten,
To someone who's already eaten.
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Our Battle Honour story this month
relates to the operations in North Arakan.
It is contributed by Major Bobby Shaw who commanded
" C" Company of the 4th Battalion.

Editorial
Contributors are apt to remark that the C hristmas
holiday somewhat curtails activity. The following pages,
we think, show that this is not altogether true. Ycur
Editor has been well supplied with material at any rate.

The Divisional Commander in the New Years Honours List
We hope our readers will have noted that our
Divisional Commander was awarded the C.B. in the New
Year Honours. A congratulatory telegram was sent on
behalf of all ranks and the General has replied personally
to the Commanding Officer.

Exercise " Second Thought "
The G.P.O. being in possession of Avebury Avenue,
this exercise for Officers was held at Speldhurst Road. Our
main object was to study some of the basic problems ol
the control, deployment and issue of orders within the
Battalion so that, for this occasion, we left the employment
of nuclear weapons for the time being. At that it is evi
dent that we still have quite a bit to learn about our own
organisation and the employment of our own weapons, so
this policy proved well judged. We could see members of
Support Company blenching somewhat as one Syndicate
produced a solution to the deployment problem involving
the carrying of machine guns and mortars without the
benefit of mechanical transport. The only member of the
Company to look comfortable over this proposal was,
curiously enough, OC Anti Tank Platoon.
We hope that the administrative arrangements met
with approval. At least the experiment of serving lunch
on the premises, instead of dispersing to various hotels
was found to save a good deal of time and we felt that it
made for a much more sociable lunch hour than is often
the case on these occasions. It will be found that for our
next exercises we are carrying this idea yet one stage
further.

Officers' Mess Cocktail Party
The annual Christmas Cocktail Party was held at
Avebury Avenue on 20lh December. The main object of
the occasion was to give members an opportunity of
entertaining their private guests. We feel then the
assembly of some 80 persons at the Officers Mess indicates
that this object was achieved.

Officers
Up to this year the Battalion has been authorised to
hold Officers in excess of the Establishment. The grounds

for this authority was that it was required by the large
number of National Servicemen to be trained. Now, of
course, the powers that be have noticed that we no longer
have any National Servicemen to train and we have had
to prune our officers strength accordingly. To give an
edge to the chopper, it was also decreed that those who
live more than 100 miles from their TA Centres cannot
get travelling allowance to attend training. I his process
of pruning has been: going on during the year, with the
result that we have had to accept the applications to
transfer either to ihe Reserve or to other Regiments the
following Officers: —
Capt. Torquil Robson, transferred to the unattached
list. We understand that he is hoping to join the 7th
Battalion The Royal Warwickshire Regiment, nearer to
his present home. He joined the Battalion in 1951 and his
cheerful presence will be much missed by the MT Section.
Lt. Brian Day, transferred to the Royal Corps of
Signals. He joined in 1955. Being a schoolmaster, he was
never able to come to camp with us, and having done
several attachments with the Signals instead, his transfer
had a certain inevitability about it, reductions or no. Out
of camp he gave the Officers Mess a long period of unobs
trusive and valuable service as Mess Secretary. We will
miss more than his signature on the bottom of our Mess
Bills.
Lt. David Turner, transferred to the National Service
List. He joined in 1955 after service with the 1st Battalion
in Germany. Having elected to go and work in the central
English jungle of Staffordshire he is cut off from us by the
100 miles rule. Maybe he will come back to us if he
returns to civilisation and then the smaller basket ball and
football players will have to refurbish their technique for
avoiding being trampled underfoot.
Lt. Ken Cannell, transferred to the National Service
List after a brief 18 months, found that TA service and
the rigours of journalistic life together made things alto
gether too difficult.
It remains to express our regrets and offer our best
wishes to these Officers, at the same time with the hope
that circumstances may change and we may have them
applying to come back to the Battalion.

Padre John Robinson
Padre John is another casualty. In his case, however,
it is time, the old enemy, that has taken him away. You
may say that the idea that senile decrepitude has now so
far advanced that he is no longer fit for service is rather
more than slightly ludicrous. But there is no getting over
the fact that there is an age limit for Infantry padres, and
in the long rearguard action Padre John has left it some
way behind. He assures us that he will not forget us and
there is no regulation to stop him visiting us, and when we
next go camping in those parts, we shall be able to attend,
under his commanding eye, at his delightful little Church
on St. Martin's Plain.

Lt. David Charman
During December we also had to say goodbye to
S./Sgt. Charman, member of our Pay Staff since November
1953. He is a succesful applicant for a Commission in
the R.A.P.C., and, while we are sorry to lose him in his
former capacity, we congratulate him on his success. At
the moment he is on the strength of the AER, a Paymaster
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without a unit, so that we must also wish him success in
getting an appointment before long.

North Arakan—1944
Razabil Fortress may be a rather misleading name.
Razabil was no Fortress, as Gibraltar is a Fortress, or as
some part of the Maginot Line was. it was the name which
came to be given to a large group of foothills between the
Mayu Range and the town of Maungdaw and so it
controlled the sea end of the road across the mountains
and through the famous tunnels from Buthuiaung to
Maungdaw.
The Razabil Hills had been made into a strong
defensive position by the Japanese—they had dug the usual
small trenches round the tops of the various features and
each could be covered by fire frcm one or more others.
There were, too, well protected gun positions.
The first attack on the Northern end of the Razabil
Fortress was made by the Rajputs who, in spite of great
gallantry, failed to secure a fcothold. Sometime after that
it was decided that the first objectives to be captured
would be three little hillocks just inside the main Razabil
feature. They lay over the Chaung that ran from the
Mayu Range past the North end of the Fortress and out
into the sea by Maungdaw. The job of taking these small
hills was given to "C" Company of the 4th Battalion, and
the hills themselves were immediately christened Hop,
Step and Jump.
The plan, evolved from a viewpoint in "D" Company's
position on " Sock," another hillock in the plain, was to
occupy each feature with a platoon—Nos. 7, 8 and 9 on
Hop, Step and Jump respectively.
It was not known
whether any or all of the features were occupied by the
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Japanese, but it had to be assumed that they all were. The
operation was carried out at night.
After a hot meal in the peaceful quiet of a foothill in
the Mayu Range the Company moved round the back of
" D " Company position on " Sock " and down into the
Chaung. It was a dark night but the feature could be
seen silhouetted against the sky. The Chaung was dry and
the troops moved silently down it—one platoon behind the
other. Three hundred yards and then the leading platoon,
No. 9, emerged from the river bed and started immediately
for Jump, the farthest of the hills. Swiftly after them
came No. 8 platoon and aimed straight out for Step, the
middle feature about 100 yards away. Finally came No.
7 platoon which headed off for Hop. Company Head
quarters remained in the Chaung.
The idea was that each Platoon should arrive at the
top of their objective at the same time. The hills were
covered with small scrub and it was not known whether
there would be any paths up them. Not a sound came
from the hills, but far away in the Mayu Range one heard
exchanges of rifle shots. After about three quarters of an
hour news came from No. 7 platoon that they had occup
pied Hop unopposed, but at about the same time shots
and grenade explosions were heard from Jump and at
Company H.Q. some very uncomfortable moments were
spent. In the midst of the firing a runner arrived from
No. 8 platoon to say that they had occupied Step un
opposed and were digging in at the top. Company HQ
then moved to Step and on the way met a messenger from
No. 9 Platoon Commander, Lt. Phithian, who said
they had had many casualties and he did not think he
could take the hill thai night.
The stretcher bearers went out and No. 9 platoon was

By kind permission of the Tonbrige Free Press

H.Q. Company's Children's Christmas Party.
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ordered to withdraw to the Chaung for the rest of the
night. The Platoon had had a tough time, as Jump was
very steep, and it appeared that about a dozen Japs were
occupying the narrow ring trench around the top. The
situation was reported to Battalion H.Q. and the answer
came back very quickly that in the morning a troop of
Sherman Tanks from the 25ih Dragoons would come and
support No. 9 platoon in a second attempt to get on to
Jump.
By 10 o'clcck next morning plans had been made and
the tanks had moved down across the Chaung and taken
up positions around Jump. They then pumped solid shot
and high explosive shells into the top of the hill. Japanese
bodies were seen hurled in the air and under cover of this
9 platoon again moved up the hill. Once more they ran
into grenades, and heavy automatic fire came down on the
hill top from the main Razabil positions. Once more there
were casualties and only on the second attempt was the
hill occupied. Only dead Japs were captured, but the Royal
West Kents had established the first foothcld on the
Razabil Fortress.
The Company lived on Hop, Step and Jump for about
a week. A cookhouse was established in the Chaung and
hot meals were distributed at night. There was a lot of
sniping, a few bursts of automatic fire, a few more
casualties, but on the whole the Company was
comfortable in their slit trenches and when it was decided
to give up Hop, Step and Jump, " C " Company were
rather more than disappointed.

" H . Q . " COMPANY
Having enjoyed a welcome respite from the normal
activities and duties, and got over the gastronomic effects
of Christmas, we have launched forth into 1959 full of
energy and New Year resolutions.
A Motor Cycle Trial is in the offing and there is much
feverish activity among the speed fiends,
tuning up
machines, testing tyre pressures, particular notice being
taken of oil levels! Practically the whole of HQ person
nel available are in some way or another involved in the
administration of the trials, signallers are manning the
course with their sets, Medical in case of accidents and the
Int. Section are recorders. We will be recording fuller
details in our next issue.
The InterCompany First Aid Competition, which
takes place on 1st February is keeping the Medical boys
busy swotting and practicing their gentle art. We wish
them luck and hope they repeat last years results.
The Annual Christmas Tree Party was held at Ton
bridge on Saturday, 10th January. There were some 80
children accompanied by their parents, including about 12
from St. Christopher's Home, Soulhborough, sponsored by
Dr. Barnardo's Homes, in the tender care of the nurses.
The proceedings commenced with a very fine spread pro
vided by our Caretaker, Charlie May and his wife, how
they do it is a mystery, an outside caterer would not get
a look in. After tea there were fun and games aoly
organised and controlled by Messrs. GeotT Sales and Cpl.
Ted Miller. This was followed by an hours entertainment
by Stewart Wraight, conjurer and ventriloquist. Stewart
is a very old member of the 4th Battalion having served
throughout the War with the Battalion in which he was
affectionately known to all ranks from top to bottom as
" Sweeny the Swindler," a title earned by his crafty card

manipulations. Apart from being the Battalion's No. 1
entertainer, he was the unit barber, PRI Sgt. (if he reads
this it might come to his mind that he owes the writer
some few pounds of tea !). It was good to see him back
again and we are looking forward to his company more
often in the future.
The Children's excitement reached its peak with the
arrival of Father Christmas complete with loaded sleigh
drawn by " Bruce," the Caretaker's loyal and friendly
Boxer dog. Bruce is a fully Hedged member of HQ Com
pany, he has made himself a great favourite of one and all
by his friendliness and attractive habits, one ol which is
sitting up at the bar on drill nights consuming his half
pint of brown ale. (No comment has been passed on any
shaggy dog stories . . . yet). He was not the least per
turbed by the swarm of excited children around him, he
carried out his job with great calm and dignity.
We were very much indebted to the Officers of Bat
talion HQ and HQ Company for their support as well as
other members of the Company. Their financial assistance
did much to help make the party the great success it was.
We would like also to thank sincerely the efforts of
our PS1, Sgt. Johnson, Sgt. Geoff Sales, Cpl. Peter Locke,
Cpl. Ted Miller, who together with Charlie May and his
wife worked like trojans before and during the party,
which without their efforts, would not have been possible.
Thank you one and all for it was a great shew.
The Companies forthcoming events include a Company
Dance and Social on the 7th February, and a "Tramps
Ball " (date to be notified later). We extend a very hearty
welcome to any member of the Regiment who would like
to come and we can promise them a rattling good evening.

SUPPORT COMPANY
The Company held its first children's party on
December 20th, which went off very well, and seemed to
be enjoyed by all the children. Cpl. Phipps was Father
Christmas and he and his wife arranged the food.
The same evening we held our Company social to
which members of the Company brought their guests. We
had arranged for dancing but it seemed that good solid
drinking was the order cf the day as everyone was crushed
into the club room with just enough room to raise their
right arm! We would again like to thank Cpl. Phipps
for taking care of the food.
The film " Sea of Sand " came to the local. " Essoldo "
cinema on January 5th, and with the kind cooperation
of the Manager wc arranged a recruiting display in the
foyer. We had on display all the Company weapons and
C.S.M. Fox and Pte. Tizard arranged a model battle on
a sand table with the aid of scale model tanks and soldiers,
this looked most effective and caused a great deal of
interest.
The first performance of the film was attended by the
Commanding Officer and Mrs. Waring and Major Wood
and Mrs. Wood, the Company Commander, as guests of
the Manager. Two members of Sp. Company were on
duty at each evening performance.
We are holding a Company weekend at Crowborough
camp on 17th/18th January, and during which we intend
to carry out a map reading evercise on Romney Marsh
arranged by Lt. Cyster, we hope the snow may not make
things too difficult.
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" B " COMPANY

with Regimental Badge gleaming from a centre of snow
and holly.

Training in the latter part of the month was somewhat
restricted by Christmas, but before the festive season fully
arrived Lt. Gregory had set to work brushing up on the
Company's knowledge of the Bren Gun—which experience
on the range earlier in the year had shown to be much
needed. Several people, it is reported, agreed that " things
had changed a little " so it was obviously very worthwhile.
Other training included a most interesting lecture by the
Company Commander on our role and organisation in the
event of a national emergency.

We are pleased to report that Sgt. Palmer is once
again with us—having recovered from an emergency
appendicectomy in London. He looks as fit as ever and
we wish him well in the New Year.

Once again we are happy to report new arrivals to the
Company. This time we welcome to the Company Ptes.
Barton and Hill and hope that service with us will be long
and happy.
A cocktail party was held on the evening of January
3rd which past and present members of the Company and
their ladies attended. Helped by a magnificent concoction
(Burma Special) (?) prepared by the Company Commander
and some very splendid snacks thanks to Mrs. Nicholls,
the New Year was greeted with great zest. We were very
glad to see amongst those gathered together Major Ford,
Captain McCormack and W.O.ll Johnson and Mrs.
Johnson. It was good to hear their views and to be able
to wish them all the best for 1959, although we hope they
will continue to visit us whenever they can. They kn.ow
they are always welcome.
Now that Sgt. Randall is at Canterbury, we are at the
moment without a PSI. However, we battle on and in this
months' training the accent is to be mainly on First Aid
in preparation for the Battalion Competition. Lt. Gregory
will also continue his instruction in weapon training. We
also hope by the end of the month to be the proud owners
of our own cloth model, which we feel should extend the
scope of our tactical training immensely in future.

" C " COMPANY
Apart from the normal continuation of our planned
training programme, which at the moment, first aid takes
a leading part, there is little of note to report in respect of
our major activity.
The usual invasion by the Post Office—who annually
clutter up the Hall with dusty sacks and racks has just
ended and all the Company is able to claim as benefit are
two or three shaky 150 watt electric light bulbs! However,
a few of our members have benefitted financially from the
occupation as they were to be seen hectically making and
drinking numerous cups of tea at all times of the day
and/or night!
During this inconvenience parades took
place in the new building Lecture room and the Club
Room, which lends itself well to film shows, although we
nearly went up in smoke one evening when some wires
became crossed!
On Thursday, 18th December, we had a small private
Christmas Party—with members bringing their wives or
lady friends. Unfortunately only three did so—but we
were pleased to see them and hope that more will follow
their example in the future. Those who did not attend
missed the sight of the Billiards Table covered in damask
and groaning under platters full of delectable food. There
was a centre piece of two silver candlesticks and " ice "

Mr. Rogers (B.E.M.) leaves us as resident Caretaker
this month and plans are afoot for a party later on when
he has got over the move to his new home in Sevenoaks.
This will be fully reported in our next issue.

" D " COMPANY
A very dull month for us. Sergeant Kelly was about
to finish his leave at the moment of going to press, but
his somewhat ambiguous schemes for a holiday on a house
boat on the Thames have been thwarted by illness.
The First Aid Competition as usual seems to be loom
ing up with its annual suddenness, and we are hoping to
get some local talent from the Civil Defence to give the
due instructions, amongst other things, for the familiar
pattern for the treatment of shock.
From time immemorial, we have been expecting
improvements to our miniature range; these have now been
carried out, but we have not yet actually had an oppor
tunity of testing them.
We saw two excellent films on the subject of nuclear
warfare but the Drill Hall, unfortunately, is not the best
place to hold these film shows from the acoustic point of
view, and the next batch we shall try to have up in the
clubroom in the hope that the viewers will be able to
hear rather more than a confused babble in the back
ground.

BATTALION

H.Q.

Members of the Permanent Staff both military and
civilian were entertained in the Sergeants' Mess, specially
laid on, on behalf of the Battalion by the Commanding
Officer. This was a very fitting occasion for the C.O. to
meet some of the " spokes of the wheel " in the hub of
activity. Major Brock, who was away on a wellearned
leave made a special journey to be with us all as also did
Mrs. Brock, to celebrate with us the festive season.
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ing to the Farnham area to become a big business man.
Only a day or two earlier he had become a proud father,
and we wish both him and Mrs. Stock (not forgetting young
Michael) a happy retirement and every success in their new
venture.

J

ANUARY has been on the whole a quiet month. Per
haps it is the aftermath of Christmas.
The annual inspection of small arms took place from
the 6th—9th: for the unitiated it should be explained that
this is not a medical examination for deformed soldiers,
but something to do with guns and things. L/Cpl. Lemay,
our armourer, spent several busy weeks chasing spiders and
rust from many a barrel, and it is largely to his credit that
we obtained a good report.
The draft which was trained by Depot The Royal
Sussex Regiment returned from leave on 5th, and left for
the 1st Battalion on 7th in the Dunera. 2/Lts. Holman
and Whitty went along too, and we wish them all bon
voyage and good luck.
Captain Slaney, the Area Catering Adviser, inspected
the Dining Hall and Cookhouse on 13th, and allotted marks
for the
Festing Trophy." Under Capt. Stock, Sgt. Frost
and his cooks worked furiously to get a good score toward
this competition between all units in Eastern Command.
As in the previous year, we came fourth—a really first
class effort bearing in mind the age of the cookhouse and
the number of units involved.
We congratulate all the
Messing Staff including Cpl. Edwards, their Ration N.C.O.,
and unofficial mouthpiece. To the Messing Staff we wel
come L/Cpl. Jeffries and Pte. Manktelow, of the A.C.C.
On the weekend 17/18th, the C.O. was transported to
the Folkestone Area for Exercise " Golden Arrow," run by
Home Counties District. By all accounts both the exercise
and sea air were beneficial.
On 22nd, to the horror of all concerned and not least
the Platoon Sgts., Potts and Martin, 90 recruits appeared
and were duly documented, kitted and squeezed into ac
commodation. Already they are tramping round the square
chanting their weird calls and pounding the squeak out of
their footwear.
The following day we welcomed 6 of our 10 junior
bandsmen and drummers of the regiment from the Brigade
Bandmasters establishment at Canterbury.
They were, put through a rigorous programme which
included everything from Church visits to firing S.L. rifles
on the range. They seemed to enjoy themselves—certainly
we were glad to have them with us. We hope to print a
group photograph of our juniors in the next issue.
On the 30th of the month Aliwal and Ferozeshah pla
toons passed out before Brig. F. W. B. Parry, A.D.C.,
Deputy Commander Home Counties District, and their
parents and friends. For the first time we were fortunate
to welcome old friends from Lunsberg days, the Pipes and
Drums of 1st Bn. The Queen's Own Cameron Highlanders,
who provided music for the parade. They made a stirring
sight in their highland regalia and it was particularly nice
to hear "The Hundred Pipers" piped on our square.
Captain S&ck passed out with the intake—he is return

Finally sport—the hockeyites continue to enjoy in
credible success, having played sixteen, lost two, drawn two
and won twelve matches. The soccer clan are having a
rough time playing much larger units and putting up a
stout if, as yet, unsuccessful show. We wish them better
luck in the future; they certainly deserve success if
enthusiasm is any criterion.

Quartermaster's Department
Well, Christmas with all its jollifications is over once
more. I don't think I will forget certain members of the
Q.M.'s staff hugging a lady in broad daylight by the barrack
gate after having that Christmas drink on breakingup day.
Nuf said !
It is rumoured that after his luck in. the Sgts.' Mess
Draw, C/Sgt. Skelding is thinking of purchasing a house to
put all his prizes in and Mr. Charlie Hendrick is taking up
the noble art of photography.
Pte. May's presence is scarce these days. He has addi
tional responsibilities with the birth of a son. We extend
our congratulations.
No doubt when he joins the great
army of civilians this year he will remember with mixed
feeling the benevolence of H.M. Forces.
The Q.M. is downcast by the defeat of Cardiff by the
Canaries. It is rumoured that he stood to win £300 if they
had w e n the cup. If . . . !
Cpls. Wallis and West have both returned after Christ
mas leave. The former has become engaged and the latter
reengaged. We congratulate both.
Pte. Lyons was rather mystified recently when he was
given an order to make half a dozen " Thunderboxes."
We welcome into quarters within barracks the families
of C/Sgt. Skelding and Sgt. Gordon. We hope their stay
at the Depot will be long and happy.
Those generalpurpose men, Messrs. Kurton and
Pickering, are still going strong. As soon as the leaves stop
falling they turn to other fields to keep the Depot in a clean
and healthy state. By the way, everyone, civilian and soldier
alike, deserves credit for the excellent report obtained on the
Annual Admin. Inspection.
Cpl. Russell, our M.T. Cpl., has been despatched to
Guildford to attend a N.C.O.'s Fire Fighting Course. Mean
while Ptes. Kilsby and Cradduck are holding down the
M.T. job between them. Our exMerchant Navy driver,
Kilsby, is also a keen soccer player. He often plays for
the Depot team and how we ever manage to spare him is
beyond me.
Aintgotnone.
EDITORIAL NOTE—How does one drive a Merchant Navy ?

Training Company
January has lived up to its traditional reputation for
bringing in the winter weather. Maidstone has most cer
tainly had its share of fog, rain, sleet, snow and ice. But
in spite of the elements the recruits of Aliwal and Feroze
shah Platoons, who have just passed out, seem to have
enjoyed their ten weeks training. Honours were shared in
the various competitions, Ferozeshah tyinning the Inter
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Platoon Shield and Aliwal carrying off the Simpson Cup.
The Acrise scheme again proved the highlight of train
ing and despite the rain, much fun was had by all. Even
L/Cpl. Morris, undoubtedly the hero of the exercise, was
sorry to return to the comfort of an Army Barracks.
Perhaps it is unfair to mention names, but we must
congratulate Ptes. Luke, Fairman and Croxford who have
played so consistently well for the Depot Football team, and
also Pte. O'Connell for his performances in the Cross
Country matches against 10 Trades Regiment, R.E. Owing
to lack of training, understandable when one considers the
crowded life of an army recruit, we were unable to win
either of these matches, but we commend all those who
took part for a very gallant effort.
Finally, we must say goodbye to our Company Com
mander, Captain P. R. Stock, M.B.E., who is leaving the
Army for the luxury of civvy street. Training Company
will miss him as indeed will the hockey team, for whom he
has been a star performer. In thanking him for his services
we sincerely wish him good luck in his new career.

DT APPOINTMENT TO HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN
GOLDSMITHS dt CROWN JEWELLERS

Your Regimental Badge..
GARRARD & CO. LTD.
(formerly The Goldsmiths <$_
Silversmiths Company Ltd.) have
for many years specialised
in the production of
badge jewellery.

Orderly Room
The arrival of a new intake is always a hectic time for
Mr. Butcher of the Orderly Room, who is in charge of all
arrangements regarding documentation. There is always
a lot mere to this process than is sometimes realised, and
I"m sure the reader will be interested if I draw attention
to a few of the humorous incidents that have occurred in
recent months. After all, it is not very often that one hears
the Company Sergeant Major addressed as "Cpl." and a
Platoon Sergeant as " mate " (to say nothing of what one
calls the Commissioned ranks) but on Documentation Day
the new recruit is allowed to get away with anything.
Our first story concerns the recruit, who when asked
if he had ever flown before, replied with a sarcastic : " Yes,
but when I got near the sun my wings melted and dropped
off ! "
Very recently a Depot Lance Corporal, who shall be
nameless, was doing documentation for the first time and
was smothered in masses of Army Forms and paper—quite
uncertain of which questions he had to ask. His very first
recruit grinned at him and said: " 'Ere mate, you're all at
sixes and sevens ain't yer." That member of the Doc's,
team managed to disappear under the table where he was
instantly swallowed up. It is to be hoped that he will have
recovered his composure in time for the next intake.
Lastly a brief mention of Sgt. Jackson, R.A.P.C., who
was also on his first documentation job. Showing a recruit
to a chair he remarked with a smile " You'll have to bear
with me for a while—it's the first time I've done this." The
recruit smiled back politely and said : " I'm sorry I can't
help you, but it happens to be my first time as well ! "
Fortunately we are only recruits once.

Wh/to and Yellow Gold and Enamel

White and Yellow Gold and Enamel

Homo £9.2.6
Export £6.17.6

Home £17.17.6
Export £13.2.6

Here is illustrated the badge
of your Regiment,
fashioned into a brooch, and
produced in gold and enamel.
If desired, these very attractive
brooches can be set with
diamonds or other precious stones
for which designs and estimates
are submitted without charge.
Great care is taken to ensure
correctness of detail, and expert
workmanship is assured.

GARRARD & CO. LTD.
Crown Jewellers

>
The greatest undeveloped territory in the world lies
under your hat.
>>
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formerly THE GOLDSMITHS &
SILVERSMITHS COMPANY LTD.
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Voltaire once remarked to a gentleman he knew
slightly : " A very able man. A fine character." " That's
kind of you," a visitor answered, " because he said that you
were a mean old wretch." "Well," Voltaire smiled, "per
haps we are both mistaken."
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EXT month the Annual General Meeting will take
place. May we remind our members that this is the
only opportunity they have to pass judgment on the officers
of the Association and on the way they have carried out
their " stewardship" during the past year.
It is the time, too. when the Committee welcome sug
gestions from the body of the hall, for, after all, they are
there only to run the Association as the members wish it
to be run, and for the benefit of the members as a whole.
But this year, more especially, is the presence of as
many as possible needed, because there will be a major
decision to be taken; one which the Committee alone can
not take, namely, whether or not the proposal for a Stained
Glass Memorial window to be erected to the memory of
those who served in our Battalion, in St. Lawrence Church
at Catford, shall go forward to fruition.
There may, and probably will, be another major deci
sion to make, involving perhaps a breaking with precedent
in the matter of the election of one of the Association's
Chief Officers.
Then, too, the members will be asked to nominate
someone to follow in the footsteps of Sid Lewis, as Assis
tant Honorary Secretary, for he finds himself no longer
able to continue, much to the regret of us all, for he has
done such yeoman service, quietly and without fuss, ever
since the formation of the O.C.A.
But, apart from the business of the meeting, we like
to see you there, for the occasion: does, in fact, constitute
a Reunion—and it is, after all, one of the chief objects of
the O.C.A. to get and to keep the chaps together.
So, fellow members, do make the effort this time, at
least, and be there; Dawson will be letting you have the
appropriate notice and reports before long.
One final word. Thank you, " I Wuzz Thayre," of
Bromley Branch, for your kind remarks last month. Well,
now I must try an.d live up to my reputation and continue
to do my stuff. All success to you and to your flourishing
Branch.
PROPOSED STAINED GLASS MEMORIAL WINDOW

A

T a Committee Meeting of the Battalion O.C.A. last
Autumn, one of our members put forward the idea
that, as we are now all getting on in years, and that, as
sooner or later, we shall all have " faded away," we might
use any of funds that we can spare, to establish some per
manent form of memorial, rather than that the eventual
meagre few should either " blew it " or be in a quandary
as to its disposal—not that there will be much left by the
time that eventuality arises.
He thought that a memorial window in the Battalion's
own Church of St. Lawrence, Catford, where our Colours

are deposited and where there is a plaque to the memory of
Col. Corfe and our other colleagues who have passed on,
would be appropriate.
The matter was fully discussed and the Committee as
a whole favoured the proposal in principle. So the Chair
man, the proposer and on.e other were requested to go as
fully into the matter as possible and to report back.
Our Padre, the Vicar of St. Lawrence, and his Parochial
Church Council were very cooperative, and indeed, enthu
siastic; but, unfortunately, there is no one window in the
Church suitable to the scheme. However, a pair of longish
narrow windows would fit in well with the general idea, so
drawings and sketches were obtained, together with a rough
estimate of the cost, not only of the windows, but of the
outgoings involved in the obtaining of the Faculty, etc.
The motifs most favoured by the Committe were, in
the one window a soldier of the 1914/18 War (on the lines
of the figure on the Flers Memorial to the 41st Division.)
and in the other the White Horse of Kent on a background
of the Regimental Colours, with appropriate scrollwork
above, and an engraved plate below and between the win
dows. The rough sketches were approved in general by
the Committee, subject to some reduction in the size of the
scrolls and it was decided to circularize all members when
the dinner notices went out.
Naturally, at the dinner, a good deal of publicity was
given to the proposal and it was reported by the Chairman
that the response financially was heartening, but numeri
cally disappointing. The Colonel of the Regiment, General
Sir William Oliver, promised a donation, probably £10,
from Maidstone, and the Mayor of Lewisham virtually
promisted to match it from a Fund for such purposes under
his control—and he has, in fact, done so since to the tune
of ten guineas. At that time the total promised was £112,
including George Branson's very generous offer when first
making the suggestion, but without touching the O.C.A.
Funds. But it was a long way short of the amount needed,
namely, £200.
Reminders have been sent to all who failed to reply to
the first circular and the amount promised or given now
stands at £146 12s. 6d. But there are about 50% of the
membership still to respond. A few are not in favour, and
we respect their views. It is suggested that the Battalion
already has a Memorial in the two pillars flanking the main
Lewisham Memorial, but it is felt that these are not really
our very own as a stained glass window would be.
The Committee are, in the main, of the opinion that if
we are going to put the scheme into effect, we should do
so as soon as possible—for obvious reasons; but they are
equally desirous that all members should let them know if
or not they are in favour of it, before going ahead. Further
more, it is obvious that they cannot proceed and commit
themselves to the expenditure before they have definite
promises of the full amount required.
It is their desire, naturally, to reach all concerned;
that is, past members of the Battalion or their parents,
widows, children, or other relatives and it is the main
reason for this articles, that the proposal may come,
through the Q.O.G., to the notice of some with whom the
O.C.A. is not in touch. Also, it is hoped that it may bring
the scheme before others who may have been associated
with us in some way or another.
Mr. Runacres, of the Lewisham Newspaper Company,
has been helpful in publicising the matter in the local
Lewisham Press and we are sure that he will give further
assistance in. that way.
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In any case, the Committee are anxious that, if and
when the proposed windows are in situ, as many as pos
sible of the members and friends of the " Old Eleventh "
shall have had the opportunity of being " in on it."
R.O.R.

CATFORD

AND

DISTRICT

BRANCH

A FTER a very happy and successful 1958. the Branch
f* has already made a resounding impact on 1959—
first with its "get down to brass tacks meeting in January
—then with what we might call our best Social evening
ever, on January 24th.
These notes have been delayed a little in order to
include the latter event in our notes, and we hope it
catches the press.
There were between 70 and 80 of us at the Railway
Signal for this Social evening—and every one of us
had a truly wonderful time. We had dancing and fun and
games with the assistance of Eric, the band leader, and his
hard working " boys/." Harry Lake, as usual, did the
honours as M.C. and did them as only Harry can, and the
members and ladies of the Committee did trojan, work in
seeing that things went with a swing. If we were to start a
list of thanks to various people, however, it would take up
too much space, but we must mention our hosts. Major
and Mrs. Salmon, who " did us " as well as they always do
—providing some " lovverly grub " in the way of sand
wiches and sausage rolls (and they were real sausages !)
and toiling unceasingly behind the bar they had fixed up
for us un.til 11.30 p.m., the limit of our extension.
Then there was Tom Sayer, who helped us very con
siderably, though inconspicuously, in all sorts of ways—and
Sammy Young, and, but there we go on the list which we
must stop.
All in all it was more than successful, from the paper
hats, the balloons, to the hula hoop competition. It was all
worth it if only to see stalwarts like Jim, Dick, Clara and the
rest doing the " hula wiggle " !
In our last meeting in December, 1958, we were just
a trifle depressed at the low attendance, as may have been
gathered by last month's correspondence, so we decided to
do something about it and ask our members, if they were
members, to turn up at the January meeting, or else. Our
confidence in our members proved justified and our January
meeting was not only well attended, but was extremely
businesslike. We signed on, two extra bods and have the
promise of more for the future. A hearty welcome to Mr.
and Mrs. Gale and Mr. and Mrs. Shuard.
We were very sorry to learn, during this evening, that
our old friend Mr. Reg. Neave had been "under the
weather " and that Mrs. Neave was in hospital. All our
members will be very grieved to hear that Mrs. Neave pas
sed away. We, all of us, offer our very sincere sympathy to
Reg. in his bereavement. The Catford wheels were set in
motion, of course, and we were more than, pleased to sec
Reg. join us at our Social. We know that it is a terrible
shock to lose one's " better half" (as Reg. put it), but life
still has to go on, and we are glad that Reg. realises it, and
hope very much indeed that time will gradually soften the
blow. He is always sure of a welcome and sincere under
standing when he meets other members of the Branch.
We had hoped to have put on a " Theatre " outing for
February—we have easily got a coachload—in fact, it is
almost already oversubscribed—but unfortunately, the best

shows are a bit tricky on the booking side, and we shall
probably have to wait for March or even April. If any of
our members are not yet on the list for seats, we advise
them strongly to book up now or it will be too late. We
shall not book a larger coach at the last minute because of
the theatre booking situation. Incidentally, it will be first
house, and we have " laid on " a gettogether afterwards in
a cosy tavern, with grub and whatnot.
Our darts competition is now well under way, with
close on 30 entries, and some of the games have been
played olf. Notable players have already been knocked out
by the "rabbits" and as time goes on interest is going to
develop pretty heavily in the ultimate result.
On the benevolent side, Mr. Bill Toomer is doing an.
extremely good job, as he always does, and various mem
bers of the Committee have visited various sick and needy
in the course of their duties. We don't make v a song and
dance out of this side of the Branch—but it is definitely
there—and all done in the strictest confidence. If any
member of the branch (or the Regiment for that matter)
really needs assistance, then a word to a Committee mem
ber—and bob's y'r uncle.
Which just about sums up for this month. Our usual
correspondent " Ravensbourne " we are sorry to report, has
himself been very much below par of late. Best of luck,
Stan, buck up and get yourself fit again. We are all with
you.
" Elsie."

LONDON

B

BRANCH

EFORE I commence on the meeting held on 30th
January, I would like to tell of the Games Evening
held at Bromley on, the 24th January. With the extremely
cold weather I was a bit dubious as to whether our num
bers would come up to expectations, but I need not have
had any fears, the following turned up, only the writer and
Trefor Thomas managing to lose their way on the journey
to the Bromley United Services' Club : ladies first, Mesdames
Evans, Tickner, Bruce, Harford, O'Donaghue, Wallace;
males, Trefor Thomas, John Newton, John Teare, Spud
Evans, Alf Whelan, Charles Lewis, Len Shuffle, John
Chalmers, Harry Lofts, " Scruff' Boughton. Harry Free
man, Tom Briddock, Ted Tickner, an old friend with his
wife, whom we haven't seen for some time, Dick Hales,
"Bandy" Waller, "Timber" Marchant, still looking for
victims with his tape recorder, Tom Silk, and, I am very
pleased to say, our Chairman, Ted Ballard, who had made
the long journey from his home at Rickmansworth in order
to see part of the evening's proceedings. Lt.Col. C. S. and
Mrs. Durtnell were with us and I would, on behalf of the
branch, thank all those who attended, and made the show
such a success.
We were greeted by Mr. Bill Phillips, who, as both a
Bromley and a London member, was really responsible for
the event taking place, and later introduced to various mem
bers of the Bromley Branch. George Cockell ("Iwuzthayre")
was on parade, looking a little thinner, but in much better
health than of late. Robert Wilks, also London, and
Bromley, and Bob Milton were in attendance.
Mr. Megs had phoned me earlier in the week giving
me details of the games, but in point of fact, these were
not really required, as our lads made themselves thoroughly
at home among the Bromley boys and soon sorted out a
games routine.
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The B.U.S. Club had given, over one billiards table for
our use and in snooker we were, in fact, beaten by two
games to one, due to that renegade, Tom Briddock, playing
for Bromley ! !
In the darts our team really shone, they managed to
win the eightman team race, then the fours and ultimately
were only beaten by the members of the United Services'
Club, not the Bromley P. and P.. after quite a struggle.
Certainly it was an extremely fine competitive evening.
Capt. Finnie, the President of the Club, and an exMajor
of Bromley was present the whole evening, and spent quite
a long time chatting to members of the P. and P.
At about 10 p.m., refreshments were served and every
body was in real good form. Timber had his tape recorder
mike pushed under the table, and managed to secure a fine
recording of the London Branch Girls' ! ! Choir ! 1 am
pleased to relate, for the benefit of this choir, that Timber
has destroyed the recording !
The Club had been granted an extension of halfan
hour at the bar for the occasion, and at 11 p.m. we closed.
Capt. Finnie made a short speech congratulating the London
Branch on their win, and, in. Ted Ballard's absence, I
thanked, not only the Chairman and members of the
Bromley P. and P., but also the President and members of
the Bromley United Services' Club for their kindness in
placing the Club at our disposal for the evening.
I regretted the absence of Gunboat Smith, the Chair
man of the Branch, and wished him better and was glad
to meet and play against, so many members of the Bromley
Branch. AH of us had a really splendid evening and many
wish we had such a fine place as this club at our disposal,
for our own branch. Once more, many thanks to Bill
Phillips, Robert Wilks, Stevie Stevens, who was on parade
with Mrs. Stevens, looking as healthy as ever, George
Cockell, Mr. Megs and all those other very sporting gentle
men and their ladies, for a really splendid evening. We
have settled with the date return match, April 18th, so keep
that Saturday open, please, for the return match.
Whilst on the subject, Bromley's Annual GetTogether
is on March 21st, the weekend before Easter, so if you
have that Saturday night free, our Bromley friends will be
very glad to see any of our branch members. 1 attended
last year's gathering and a most pleasant evening it was.
Please let Tom Briddock know next meeting whether you
will be attending, it is nice to be able to cater for as near
as possible actual numbers on parade.
Those who went by their own transport, found cars
fairly well frozen up at the windows. Trefor came back to
the club for assistance in cleaning materials, whereas
Timber and Bandy Waller found a much simpler method,
with the help of a Bromley policeman ! So much for that
evening.
Now for our meeting of the 30th January. This was
quite definitely marred by the Press, as, in most early even
ing editions, it settled for the return of the fog and smog.
I am sure this, coupled with the fogs of the previous day,
kept away many of our members, especially those who have
some distance to travel. In fact, the evening was bright,
and cheerful and I doubt whether we have had a better
weathered Friday evening all winter.
However, we had our usual complement. The Chair
man was absent, but the Vice, Trefor Thomas, took the
chair, Tom Briddock and Percy Hallett were both present
and Timber Marchant, our Welfare member. There were
four ladies present, Mrs. Elson, Mrs. Cox, Mrs. Fenwick

and Mrs. Wallace, junior. 1 feel I must put junior, in
order to distinguish from Mrs. Wallace, widow of Bill
Wallace, who died more than a year ago.
We had two officer division on parade, Lt.Col. Ronnie
Mines and Major " Bodger" Kemp, who had rather an
interesting story to relate. That later. Our veteran class
was led by Arthur Edwards, Harry Freeman and our
Royal Hospital Pensioner, Tom Vidler, who, to be quite
honest, 1 don't really place in the veterans' department.
Scotty was with us, young Mr. Wallace and friend. Scruff
Boughton, Jeppy (wot, no Darky Maslin !), Ted Tickner.
John Newton, Jack Teare, " Smudger " Smith, Bandy Wal
ler, Jimmy Fenwick, Fred Bagust, Bob Milton, with his son
inlaw, " Jewwy " Edwards, Dick Forrester, Alf Whelan,
quite a goodly throng and two new members, Mr. " Loosey "
Tite, exdrummer of the 1st Battalion, and Phil Digby,
also ex1 st Battalion of between the war days. More of
these later.
Due to an error, we were nearly committed to the dun
geon rooms, and only on a quick intervention on some
body's part, were the R.A.O.B. boys detailed to hold their
meeting in the lower rooms. We must ensure now, it
seems, that Mr. Reilly, our genial host, has our terms of
contract in black and white in order that we do not have
to go begging for favours. Both Tom Briddock and Percy
Hallett now have the matter in. hand and will deal with it.
We have always accepted the bills and paid, prior to Mr.
Reilly's coming, so we must now make full protection
against any risk of losing our hall, especially on evenings
when we get more than fifty members.
Trefor opened the meeting, and once more it was on
a sad note, as Freddie Cox, one of our veterans, had passed
away peacefully in his sleep only about ten days previously.
Mrs. Cox had come along to tell us, and we stood for a
minute in honour of our dead comrade. Freddie Cox was an
almost ever present, large, grey and with the typical face and
look of the old pre 1914 soldier, he mostly always were his
bowler hat and blue suit when attending the meetings. His
death has broken a friendship with his inseparable pal,.
Harry Freeman, of fiftytwo years' standing. We gave
personal messages of sympathy to Mrs. Cox and are taking
steps to ensure that she will receive any financial assistance
she may require.
The correspendonce consisted of a letter from Tom Har
rop, who is apparently doing quite well, thank you, at the
Star and Garter Home. We were all very interested, as most
of us had met Tom two years ago at our Christmas meeting,
when he was wheeled up in his new chair. Tom, who was
a great character in his time with the Regiment is, like
Timber Marchant, our Welfare Officer, minus both legs.
We had news of Harry Elson through Mrs. Elson. who
had made the journey expecting to see daughter Rose and
her husband at the meeting, and regret to hear he was still
not in. very good health, and unable to attend. We all hope
Harry will improve with the better weather.
Several of our members are still suspect of illness.
Dick Blackham, we know is still on the sick list, and as
we have not heard from Bunny Hare lately, must presume
he is still under the weather. Perhaps Mrs. Hare will let
us know if possible. The branch sends good wishes to all
members who are not in good health and hopes the better
weather, which appears occasionally, remains for your
benefit.
Tom Vidler gave us a message from Major Douglas
Burrows, who is under doctor's orders, and wished to be
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remembered. We thank you Douglas, congratulate you
on the golden wedding notice in the Q.O.G. and hope to
see you soon.
The minutes were then read and passed, and A.O.B.
came in. I rose to inform our members of the Bromley
evening and asked for a grant for the evening of April 18th,
but was informed that this was not required, as we were
already allotted a sum to be spent during 195859.
There was a proposition that both the Secretary and
the Treasurer, who had put in such sterling work on our
behalf, should be given a presentation fee of £3 3s. Od.
annually, subject to review annually, on the occasion of the
A.G.M.'s, provided a year's service had been completed in
office. This was unanimously agreed by our members, who.
I feel quite sure, are fully aware of the work put in by both
Tom Briddock and Percy Hallett. In a very pretty little
speech, both thanked us for our offer, but declined. Shows
what a couple of grand scouts they are.
The next item on the agenda was the greeting of new
members, two on this occasion. Both were very well known
to me, one I recognised with the greatest of ease, the other
I did not, and could not picture him until Bob Milton came
on the scene, and then it hit me at once.
" Loosey," the certain nickname of anybody called
Tite, was a " Boy" when he joined the 1st Battalion from
Ireland, being drafted from the 2nd Battalion: Drums. He
came with a reputation as a footballer, and in those days,
with Col. A. K. Grant commanding, we had a Young Sol
diers XI, which was entered for the Y.S. Cups. The Bat
talion, I may add, was in Poona at the time, and was about
the worst shooting regiment in the Army ! Rifle, not goal !
The Battalion underwent a terrific P.T. course, including
all games, in order to become fitter, and its shooting better.
The Young Soldiers were all in this, and from this team
emerged names which were to represent the Battalion for
a long time at soccer, and one of these was Boy Tite. He
put on weight, and as a " Boy." I should say weighed
twelve stone, and was fast with it. He made a great name
in our district and was no mean cricketer. He was first
choice for the Battalion until he left for home in the
trooping season of 1930. Like exBoy Cannacott. he was
absolutely fearless and a terror to opposing defences. He
was given a great welcome by all present, few who did not
know him. He has promised he'll come often and hopes
to meet Charles Dumbrell.
Now for Phil Digby, who left us about the same time
and was a member of Major Boss Brcdon's famous " C "
Company, of the days of Bill Cooper, Big Bill Bristow,
Tom Sully and Co., Jock Renton and Johnny Knowles.
Platoon Sergeant ? Jimmy Hammond. This was a company
of tough nuts, and as I was in " B " Company in those days,
could not recall Mr. Digby. When reminded that he and
Bob Milton; were "mucking in" chinas of those days, 1
then saw a dark haired, slim young man whom I always
thought should have been " pinched " for wearing his hat
askew, and I remembered. Phil Digby has got on very
well in his Council job in civvy life, and like " Loosey "
Tite, had many a good story to tell of Poona days. One.
concerning Col. A. K. Grant, who had lost the small cross
on his D.S.O. on. a Battalion parade, and had all the troops
searching for it, I certainly had not heard before ! What
about that one. Colonel, perhaps you'll tell me when we next
meet ! Phil, like Loosey, received a great welcome from
those present, and I feel sure we shall see him fairly often.
Where Phil had changed enormously, Loosey had changed
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hardly at all, had only lost weight, looks at least ten years
younger than to the fifty years he admits !
Major Kemp, having spent some time as a Boys'
School Commandant, was offered, on the break up of a
Military Establishment, a book from the library. The His
tory of The Queen's Own, by Col. Atkinson, which he was
pleased to accept. Imagine his surprise when he opened
the fly leaf to see, " Presented by A. E. Orchard." the Algy
Orchard who died so recently.
There were many greetings cards made available to
members, one from H.R.H. The ColonelinChief of the
Regiment, one from General Sir William Oliver. There
was one from Mrs. Orchard from America, and two from
Roubaix, one from Scotty " Mk. II." as he calls himself,
and one from the British Legion there.
We understand that Alf Toms cannot expect to get into
the Royal Hospital for a further six months at least. As
the latter was not present, for obvious reasons, we could
not pass on the information.
Lt.Col. Ronnie Mines reminded us that the last Friday
in March was Good Friday, so hurried messages were
rushed down to Mr. Reilly to request the hall for the 20th.
So the March meeting, members, whether upstairs in; the
Cranbourne, or down, is on the 20th of that month. He
also reminded us that Bib Sivers, our member now living
in Alderney, is in fact still in hospital, or was, at 30th
January, and had not, as was quoted in the Q.O.G., returned
to his island home.
I heard news of am old friend, " Joe," exSgt. S. Hunt.
ex"C" Company, who is now employed at the Treasury.
Joe, you're wanted at the London Branch. Get your feet
down from the mantel shelf, throw away that trumpet you
play, get out the electric comb you used to wield and come
along to see us.
I heard a whisper that Twink Gwilliam, one of our
members, is in line for command, to relieve Bobby Flint,
at the end of the latter's tour. Hope it's right, and the
branch send hearty congrats.
The Spider.

SHORNCLIFFE

BRANCH

O

UR regular quarterly meeting took place as usual at the
" Fieur de Lys," Sandgate, on Friday, 6th February.
Owing to the unavoidable absence of the Chairman, the
chair was taken by Major Duffield, who was spending a
period of leave in the neighbourhood. We were all very
pleased to see his cheerful face again.

Primrose and
Len Dairies, Ltd.
PASTEURISED MILK
CHANNEL ISLAND T.T. (Pasteurised) MILK
19, LOWER STONE ST., MAIDSTONE  Tel. 2610 & 51246
32, THE BROADWAY,
WEST MALLINC
MAIDSTONE

Tel. West Mailing 3101
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Those present included Colonel Pulverman, Mr. Elvy,
Mr. Pope A., and Mr. Hake, the last two quite fit again
after their recent illnesses. Mr. Clapson, our representa
tive from Dover, was also present, and has already started
to increase our membership in that direction by introducing
Mr. Button as a new member. We hope to welcome more
from Dover at our next meeting.
Mr. Clapson had a lively time swapping yarns about
troopships with Major Duffield.
We were very sorry that Mr. Rapley, who rarely misses
a meeting, was unable to attend through illness. We wish
him a speedy recovery.
For the sake of convenience, and to enable details of
ihe Annual Reunion to be made known to members in
time, it has now been decided to hold meetings on the
first Friday in January, April. July and October.
l.R.L.

TONBRIDGE

AND TUNBRIDGE
BRANCH

Always choose the best—

FREMUH5
*ELEPHANT"

WELLS

I

N spite of gales, and every other kind of weather with
which we have to contend these days, our A.G.M. was
fairly well attended.
Previous to this meeting, the committee was in session
for a short time under the chairmanship of Major N. S. C.
Elmslie. We understand that he is shortly to take over
command of the 2nd Cadet Battalion (Tonbridge) and we
would like to offer our hearty congratulations on this
achievement. Major Elmslie has done much, not only for
the Cadets, but for the regiment as a whole and when the
time comes for him to leave the service, he will be greatly
missed.
The committee business having been disposed of, the
A.G.M. got under way, with our President, Lt.Col. G .E. L.
Pardington, M.B.E., T.D., in. the chair. He was supported
by Major N. S. C. Elmslie, Mr. F. Jezzard, Hon. Secretary,
and O.R.Q.M.S. J. Breaden. M.B.E.. Hon. Treasurer.
The Secretary said that he had received a number of
apologies for absence, including one from Major H. Sidders,
who extended hearty good wishes to all members for a very
successful year.
The Secretary went on : " The year, on the whole had
been more successful than the preceding one and the high
light of this year had been the appointment of Col. Parding
ton to Honorary Colonel of the 4/5th Battalion. As our
President, we all felt justly proud of the honour conferred."
The Treasurer, in his report, said that while the
finanacial side of the Branch had improved, it could be
very much better if members took more advantage of the
social functions, which would have more healthy results.
He told the meeting that the current year would offer more
opportunities and he hoped that all would come along and
share in the fun.
The President thanked the Secretary and Treasurer
for all the hard work they had done. He also thanked
the Scribbler for keeping the Branch in the picture.
The election of officers for the current year found little
change. We were very fortunate in retaining the services
of both our President and Chairman, who have done such
good work in past years. Those leaving the committee
were Mr. R. Mankelow, who felt he was unable to carry
on; Mr. G. Botten, whom it was not possible to elect
owing his absence; and Mr. T. LatterStapley, who said

ALES
FREMLIN3 LTD ' MAIDSTONE & LONDON

that he felt it was time that younger men took a hand, as
having served in both the Regiment and the Assocition in
some offiical capacity for the'last fiftyfive years, he might
be allowed that relegated step to the supernumerary rank.
The meeting agreed and the chairman said that he hoped
that, he, Mr. LatterStapley, would still attend, and scribble,
when possible.
Those elected to the committee were: Mr. J. Heaseman,
Mr. S. L. Wraight and Mr. F. Tester. These members, it
was felt, coming from Tunbridge Wells, would be in a
better position to put forward the views of those members
living in that area and would, therefore, be an asset to
the committee.
Col. Pardington said that he was sure that all those
present would join him in a vote of thanks to the Com
manding Officer 4/5th Battalion for placing at our disposal
the facilities of the Sergeants' Mess and lecture rooms, which
has helped so much to make our meetings and social func
tions such a success. A vote of thanks was also accorded
to Mrs. May for the assistance she had rendered.
Items of immediate interest which may be looked for
are : Ladies' Night and a shoot with the Home Guard in
February. A trip to the Tulip fields in April. Oh yes, one
other important point is that—Subscriptions are now due.
Do please hurry up 'and help the treasurer in more ways
than on,e.
T.L.S.

+
Alarm Clock : That which scares the daylights into
you.
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MEETINGS

Last Saturday each month, 8 p.m., United
.. Mr. G. H. Cockell.
Service Club, Bromley.
3 Priestfield Road, Forest Hill. S.E. 23.
First Monday each month. 7.30 p.m., at "The
Chatham
Mr. S. L. Thompson Major H. M. Smith, M.BE.,
Hare and Hounds," 340 High Street,
"Jutogh." 10 Beaconsfield Road. Chatham,
Rochester. (Phone Chatham 3878).
The second Friday in every month at "The
C a t f o r d & D i s t r i c t .. Mr. K. A. Fielder ...Mr. Len Clarke
Railway Sigma1," Devonshire Rd.. Forest
38. Queenswood Road, Forest Hill.
Hill. S.E. 28.
S.E.23.
Every six weeks at Terminus Hotel, Stuart
Gravesend
Mr. Haddon
Mr. W. T. Nichols.
Rd.. Gravesend. Next meeting 2nd June.
9 The Bungalows. Cross Lane West.
Gravesend. Kent.
Last
Friday each month, at "The Cran
London
Mr. T. Ballard
Mr. T. Briddock.
bourn." 1 Upper St. Martin's Lane,
74 Cherry Tree. Walk. West Wickham.
Leicester Square. W.C. 2.
Kent.
Third Friday each month, at 7.45 p.m.. Ser
Maidstone
Mr. H. W. Maxlow
.. Mr. A. Waterman.
geants'
Mess. Depot, R.W.K.. Maidstone.
Little Hclmestead. Forge Lane.
Leeds. Nr. Maidstone. Kent.
Last Thursday each month, at 8 p.m.. Drill
Sevenoaks
. . . Maj. A. H. Coombes, Mr. J. Palmer,
Hall. Argyle Road. Sevenoaks.
T.D
c/o T.A. Centre, Argyle Road. Sevenoaks.
"
FleursdeLys," Sandgate. Quarterly, first
Shorncliffe
Lt.Col. I. R. Lovell .. Mr. E. W. N. Elvy.
Friday, January. April. July. October.
235 Cheriton High Street, Folkestone.
Third Wednesday of each month, T.A.
Tonbridge and
Maj. N. S. C. Elmlie M. F. Jezard.
Centre, Avebury Avenue. Tonbridge.
Tunbridge Wells
2 Milton Gardens. Tonbridge.
Reunions twice yearly at White Hart Hotel.
6th Battalion
Lt.Col. G. K. Defrates Mr. C. Sayers.
Bromley.
D.S.O., M.C.
59 Grasmere Gardens, Orpington.
Reunions "annually in March or April as
7th Battalion
Major E. Goodman .. Mr. T. Shepherd.
notified in Press and "Q.O.G."
492 Dcwnham Way. Bromley. Kent.
Bromley

8th
10th

Mr. A. V. Smith

Battalion
Battalion

11th Battalion
2 0 t h 1C o n d o n )

.. ..

Annual Dinner as notified in "Q.O.G."
Mr. Stanford.
10 Bramble Close. Maidstone.
Annual Dinner, as notified in "Q.O.G."
Mr. A. E. Buddell.
Mr. L. W. Dawson.
O.D.E., M.C.
19 Chestnut Drive. Heme Bay. Kent.
Meeting
first
Tuesday each month. Holly
Mr. J. Mingay
Mr. F. Sales.
Hedge House. Blackheath.
16 Kidbrooke Grove. Blackheath. S.E. 3.

Membership is open to all who are serving or who have served in The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
Life Membership : Officers £2/10 0; Other Ranks, 10

Subscriptions are :

or an Annual Subscription of : Officers, 5/-. other Ranks, 1/-.

The object of this Association is to foster esprit de corps, to help members keep in touch with one another, and to assist those in
distress.

The Association is affiliated to the British Legion.

Past and Present Association

Badges are available a t a cost of 2 / - t o Life Members.

All communications should be addressed to the Hon. Secretary, Past and Present Association, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone, Kent.
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THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT (50th and 97th)
" Quo Fas et Gloria ducunt." The Sphinx superscribed " Egypt."
The White Horse of Kent with motto "lnvicta."
"Vimiera," "Corunna," "Almarez," "Vittoria," "Pyrenees," "Nive," "Orthes,"
"Peninsula,"
"Ferozeshah," "Aliwal,"
"Sobraon," "Alma,"
"Inkerman," Sevastopol,"
Lucknow,
New Zealand,
"Nile, 188485," "South Africa, 190002" "Afghanistan, 1919."

«S5'"
Egypt, 1882,

The Great War—18 Battalions.—"Mons," "Le Cateau," "Retreat from Mons," "Marne, 1914," "Aisne, 1914/' "La Bassee, 1914/j
"Messines, 1914, '17" "Ypres, 1914, '15, '17, '18," "Hill 60," "GravenstafeL" _ "St. Julien, ^ Frezenl^rg
Loos,^
"Somme 1916 '18," "Albert, 1916, '18." "Bazentin," "Delville
Wood," "Poziers,
Guillemont,
FleisCouicelette,^
"Morval," "Thiepval," "Le Transloy," "Ancre Heights," "Ancre, 1916, '18." "Arras, 1917. '18," "Vimy, 1917,
Scarpe, 19 ,
"Oppy," "Pilcken," "Langemarck, 1917," Menin Road," "Polygon Wood,"
" "BtSume
1917, '18" "St. Quentin," "Rosleres," "Avre," "Villers Bretonneux," "Lys.
'Hazebrouck,
Kemmel.
Ameini"prance and
1918" "Hindenbure Line," "Epehy," "Canal du Nord," "St. Quentin Canal,
Courtrai,
Selle,
Sambie,
Fiance and
Flanders 191418" "Italy 191718," "Suvla," "Landing at Suvla," "Scimitar Hill," "Gallipoli, 1915,
Rumani,
Eaypt,
X91516
"Gaza," "E! Mughar/'^ "Jerusalem," "Jericho," "Tell 'Asur," "Palestine, 191718," "Defence of Kut el Amara,"
"Sharqat," "Mesopotamia, 1*1518.
Second World War—"Defence of The Escaut," "Foret de Nieppe.;; "NorthWest Europe,1940." "Alam el Hal
"Djebel Abiod." "Djebel Azzag, 1942," "Oued Zarga," "DjebelAng/' "Medjez Plain/' Longrtop Hill. 1943,
BtAD^ian,
Africa, 194243," "Centuripe," "Monte Rivoglia." "Sicily, 1943,
Termoli,
San Salvo, _ The Sa"S »
>( A r z z o A d v a n c e
sible Bridge." "Villa Grande,""Cassi n."LiriVaUey
^^MoxTePianoereno,'' "Monte Spaduro,"

.. f

"Se.

»*»

Tunnels," "Defence of Kohima," "Taungtha,
ColonelinChief

«

Sittang, 1945,

Burma, 1943 45.

: H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.

Colonel of the Regiment : LieutenantGeneral Sir William Oliver, K.C.B., O.B.E., D.L.
Deputy Colonel of the Regiment : MajorGeneral D. E. B. Talbot, C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C.
O.C., Regimental Depot, Major G. U. Weymouth, M.B.E.
Allied Regiments of the Canadian Army :
1st Bn., Royal New Brunswick Regiment—ColonelinChief : H.M. The Queen.
The Essex and Kent Scottish Regiment
Allied Regiment of the New Zealand Forces :
The Canterbury Regiment.
Regular and Territorial Battalions :
1st Bn. (50th and 97th Foot)

British Forces Post Office 53,

4th/5th Bn. (T.A.)—Tonbridge.
Units of the Army Cadet Force affiliated :
1st A.C.F. Bn., Maidstone.

2nd. A.C.F. Bn., Tunbridge Wells.

"The Queen's Own Gazette" is published monthly.
Subscription : The rates, payable in advance to the Editor, are as follows : Officers, 9/ per annum, post free; Other
Ranks, 5/ per annum, post free.
The Editor is always glad to receive articles and Items of news suitable for publication. Address MSS. direct to the
Editor, The Barracks, Maidstone.

THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT
ColonelinChief: H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O,, G.B.E.
Colonel of the Regiment : LieutenantGeneral Sir William Oliver, K.C.B., O.B.E., D.L.
Deputy Colonel of the Regiment : MajorGeneral D. E. B. Talbot, C. B.E., D.S.O., M.C.

SHORT SERVICE OFFICERS

REGULAR OFFICERS
LIEUTENANT-COLONEL
Names
Flint, A. J. M„ M.B.E. .

...

1 R.W.K.

MAJORS

Names
Trumper, J. M. S. W
Outfield, G. W

_,
_
Mil. Record Office, Ghana.
Welfare Officer, M.P. and D.P.,
Shepton Mallet.
39 Indep. Inf. Bde., N. Ireland.

Marsh, H. W
MAJORS
Read, M. R., M.C. ...
Grove, M. R. L., M.C.
Bailey, J. D. B
Archer, M. G. M., M.C.
Rickcord, M. B
Turner, P. R. H
Dowse, R.' K
Gwilliam, D. H„ M.B.E.
Brock, J. H
Manners, D. C. J. ...
Waring, H. B. H
Eason, J. A., T.D. ...
Elgood, P. N
Crumplin, W. C. D. .
Weymouth, G. U., M.B.E
Dover, V., M.C
Willis, C. F., M.B.E., T.D.
Roper, I. H„ M.C. ..
Scull, D. S
Monckton, D., M.C., T.D
Macmillan, I. A. .....
Woodman, E. G., M.C.
Ambrose, W." G. R. ...
Ruffell, D
Blum, D. E
Franklin, A. W
Winstanley, R. G. ...

(T/Lt.Col.) Muscat Forces.
(Lt.Col.) A.A.T.D.C.
War Office.
Depot Holdee.
Range Control, A.A.T.C., Sennelager.
H.Q. Western Comd.
M.D.C., T.C., Millom.
(Bt. Lt.Col) Depot Holdee.
^
4/5 R.W.K.
(T/Lt.Col.) H.Q., Eastern Comd.
1 R.W.K.
Inf. Junior Leaders' Bn.
1 R.W.K.
J.P.S.—War Office.
Depot, R.W.K.
Depot Holdee.
H.Q., B.A.O.R.
4 Malay.
G.L. Sec., Hong Kong.
Depot Holdee.
1 R.W.K.
2 Fed. Inf. Bde., Malaya.
H.Q. B.A.O.R.
R.C.B., Westbury.
5 Malay.
H.Q., 70 Inf. Bde., Kenya.
Staff College, Brussels.

CAPTAINS
Russell, H. C„ M.C., D.C.M
Fitzpatrick, J. N
Mannering, L. A
Dinsdale, J. W

LIEUTENANTS
Hallsall, A. C. L
Furlonger, B
Hallidie, N. A
Colgate, T.K

Depot, R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
H.Q., Cyprus Dist.
Depot Holdee.
A.S.P.T., Aldershot.
12 Liaison Fit. A.A C.
1 R.W.K.
Depot, R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
4 Malay.
1 R.W.K.
2 Ghana.
Depot Holdee.
H.Q., 3 Indep. Inf. Bde., Cyprus.
Fed. Malaya Mil. Forces.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.

(A/Capt.)
J.S.A.T.C., Hendon.
Att. 1 Green Howards.
1 R.W.K.
2nd

1 R.W.K.
Ghana Regft.
Ghana Regt.
QUARTERMASTER

Cook, E. S., M.B.E

(Maj.) 6 K.A.R.

4th/5th

A.F.D., Aldershot.
3 Para.
1 R.W.K.
I R.W.K.
Depot, R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
R.M.C.S., Shrivenham.
1 R.W.K.
A.D.C., G.O.C., E. Anglian Dist.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.

LIEUTENANT-COLONEL
Waring, A. R. H„ T.D.
MAJORS

1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
QUARTERMASTERS

Sivers, A. E., M.B.E., M.M.
Blake, A. G., M.B.E
Stephens, S. V
Grubb. J. E., M.B.E
Hoggart, E. J. W.

(Maj.) Depot Holdee.
(Maj.) 1 R.W.K.
(Capt.) Depot, R.W.K.
(Lt.) H.Q., Home Counties Dist.
(Lt.) 4/5 R.W.K.

Large, J. L:
Marchant, P. N.
Pennells, H. D. A.

Meyrick, K. C., T.D.
Bobby, F. J.
Coath, T. C.
Wood, D. W. J. T.D.

CAPTAINS
Ogilvie, J. B.
Clemence, M. J.
Wcftson, K. E.

Newman, B. J.
CalverJones, J.
Duggan, H. R.
Innes, C. A.

SUBALTERNS
Horton, R. J.
macLachlan, S.
Gregory, M. K.
Sutton, J. D.
Cyster, P. L.
Parslow, J. P.
Wrell, G. K.
Curtis, D. R.

Smith, J. C. C. j.
Young, R. N.
George, P. M. J.
Maw, N. N. G.
Pedgrift, G. E.
Parker, R. K.
Fraser, C. G.
MorleyJacob, P. J.
Nyren, M. V.

ATTACHED

Capt. J. A. Barlas, R.A.M.C. (T.A.) Ltv'R. P. Gilbert, R.A.P.C. (T.A.)

2nd LIEUTENANTS
Holman, J. C.
Whitty, R. H.

BATTALION

Honorary Colonel : Lt.Col. G. E. L. Pardington, M.B.E., f.D.

LIEUTENANTS
Pybus, I. D
Heatly, A. F
Durtnell, R. J
Taylor, E. A
Butler, C. D. B
Langhorne, J
Hiscock, P
Cleaver, G. F
Smith, M. J
Champion, C. G
Peatce, N. C

LIEUTENANTS

Clinch, M. J
Archer, M
Andrews, A. J.

CAPTAINS
Abplanalp, V. C. ...
Osborne, E. C. S. . . .
Shearburn, S. R. O'R. .
Clarke, C. S
Campbell, D. P. I. ...
Nicholls, R. W. G., M
Dodson, K
Fletcher, J. S
Goodwin, P. J.
Norton, J. D
Lygo, J. R
Leigh, P. S., M.C. ...
Woolstencroft, D. H. .
Craven, C. E
Neve, R. W., M.C.
Wood, W. R
Tarver, C. L
Newall, M. R. M.

II K.A.R.
P.S.O.
Depot Hojdee.
H.Q., 2 T.A.F.

NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICERS
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.

D.
K.
S.
R.
R.
P.

M. Turner
Canned
E. Coningham
D. Wallace
A. Crane
G. Birch

Lt. T. J. B. Locker
Lt. R. C. Robertson
2/Lt. P. J. S. Furneoux
2/Lt. R. W. SheltonAgar
2/Lt. W. G. Leckie

REGULAR PERMANENT STAFF
Trg. Major and Adjt.—
Major J. H. Brock.

Q.M. (Lt.) E. J. W. Hoggart
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^Editorial
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Colonel of the Regiment returned safely from
Southern Rhodesia during the month. We hope to
be able to persuade him to write a short account of his
travels.
*

'!:

t'fi

We offer our congratulations to the 1st Battalion on
winning the Cyprus Rugby Football tournament, and also
to the Depot on winning the Home Counties District minor
Unit hockey tournament. The latter now go on to repre
sent H.C. District in the Eastern Command finals, we wish
them the best of luck.
*



^

5ji

JjJ

The Editor would be grateful if all correspondents
would ensure that their notes for the Queen's Own Gazette
reach him at Regimental Headquarters before the end of
the month prior to publication. It is often difficult and
sometimes impossible to include correspondence which
arrives late.
*

CAR BADGES.

Lt.Col. Charles Chaplin, our Regimental Historian,
came down to see the Printers about the publication of
the History of the Regiment covering the period 1881 to
1914, which he has written. Full particulars will appear
in the Queen's Own Gazette, as soon as they are available.
Captain Colin Craven who has sailed for Cyprus to
join the 1st Battalion, and Mr. M. J. Clinch has also
returned to the 1st Battalion.
Finally Captain Peter Stock has left the Depot on
retirement.
The book in the Guard Room contains the names of
two wellknown members of the old 1st Battalion— J. R.
Fenwick and "Timber" Marchant.
*!

:'a

We also offer our congratulations to L/Cpl. O'Connell
of the Depot, who won his fight in the Army versus Royal
Air Force boxing tournament, which was televised from
Aldershot.
J'

67

*.

There are only four left.

*

Social and Personal

!»

^

A few extracts from a letter written by Lt.Col.
Meaburn Fry, from Cape Town, may be of interest: —
" We are still staying at a delightful place outside Durban
but are leaving by ship for the Cape on February 19th.
We have found many friends amongst the South Africans
here in Natal and generally speaking they are very loyal to
the old country.
" From a visitors point of view it is a delightful country
with a perfect climate and living is fairly cheap. A good
Hotel here charges only £7 7s. a week inclusive, and wines
(S. African) are very cheap. A good sherry 5s. a bottle
and champagne (if you want it) 9s. 5d. a bottle—a boozers
paradise."

+.

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AND DEATHS

DEATHS
We are happy to be able to report that Major Bob
Sivers has at last left hospital and returned to Alderney.
We hope to see him over here again before he finally
retires.
There are a few more names in the Colonel of The
Regiments book this month: —
Major Crumplin returned from the 1st Battalion and
now has an appointment at the War Office.
Lt.Col. Arthur Howe paid us a surprise visit. He was
looking remarkably well, so obviously the air of Seddles
combe agrees with him. He says he hopes to start playing
a few holes of golf before long.
Many members of the Regiment will remember Bob
Barr who served with 13 I.T.C., for some time during the
war. He is farming at Horsmonden and is anxious to find
a couple to occupy a cottage on his farm and lend a hand
in the house.
Lt.Col. John Manners, who will be leaving Eastern
Command shortly to take over command of a Battalion
of the King's African Rifles.
Lt.Col. Twink Gwilliam who is leaving next month to
join the 1st Battalion.

PARKER.—On February 22nd, at Bromley, Lt.Col. J. C.
Parker, late The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regi
ment, in his 82nd year.
EMPETT.—On 9th March, 1959, at 27, Neville Road,
Chatham, Ernest E. Empett. Served with 4th Battalion
and Kent Cyclist from 19021912, and again with the
Kent Cyclist 19161919.

f
FORTHCOMING

EVENTS

April 11th—4th Battalion Annual Reunion, Tonbridge.
May 8th—At Home, Savoy Hotel. Regimental Dinner,
United Services' Club.
11th May—Brigade Golf Meeting, Hendon Golf Club.
July 10th—Regimental Golf Meeting, Wrotham Heath.
July 22nd, 23rd, 25th and 27th—Maidstone Cricket Week.
July 26th—21st Annual Reunion (subject to confirmation).
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TERRITORIAL ARMY
National Service List
2nd Lt. W. G. Leckie (453106) to be Lt. 15th February,
'959.
2nd Lt. R. W. SheltonAgar (453629) to be Lt. 15th
February, 1959.

PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS
Extracts from London Gazette
REGULAR ARMY
Capt. P. R. Stock, M.B.E. (408049) retires receiving a
gratuity 28th February, 1959. (Reserve Liability).
Lt. C. L. Tarver (427011) to be Capt., 6th February, 1959.
Lt. M. R. M. Newall (426964) to be Capt., 6th February,
1959.

REGIMENTAL

MUSEUM

Spring is in the air and this means busy days for the
Regimental Museum, more visitors viewing our historical
exhibits and records.
All through the winter months the interested visitor
has called at the Regimental Museum, this is mainly due
to the kindness of the Town Council of Maidstone, who
give us very good publicity on the Town's notice boards,
and Mr. Grove, curator of Maidstone museum, for adver
tising space in the town museum.
The curator is most grateful for the kind gifts during
February:—
Mrs. Rodney Styles—Two Regimental Pictures, Offi
cers Helmet.
Mr. J. W. Ellis, East Grinstead—B.E.M. and medals
of the late Mr. Dallen, exC.S.M., R.W.K.
Mr. Dowell, Canada, B.C.—Photographs, 18901900
period.
R.L.

National Service List
23392135 Cadet Brian Charles Humphreys (459024) to be
2nd/Lt. 13th December, 1958.
Regular Army Reserve of Officers
Class III
Lt. W. D. Allen (382943) from Reserve cf Officers Class 1
to be Lt. 14th September, 1958, retaining his present
seniority.
Army Emergency Reserve of Officers
National Service List
2nd/Lt. R. O. Linforth (453615) to be Lt. 15th February,
1959.
2nd/Lt. J. D. Johnston (453611) from M.D.C., to be
2nd/Lt. 28th February, 1959, with seniority 27th July,
1957.

HOME COUNTIES BRIGADE S E N I O R I T Y ROLL
THE
Ser.
No.
3
8
12
3

Name

Army No.

QUEEN'S
Date
Promoted

WARRANT OFFICERS CLASS
6342505
6340858
6354401

H. Hills
G. Watts, B.E.M.
A. Parker

BANDMASTERS

6845221

R. Watkins, M.B.E.

I

1. 4.53
31. 8.56
16. 8.57
1. 4.52

WARRANT OFFICERS CLASS II
27
33
40
41
46
51
53
55

6342494
6344148
6349610
6405457
14467740
14188081
22523661
2087873

6

28
30
40
43

6342851
6342795
6087197
5349707
6344088
14457834

5
17
21
23
34
35
39
43
49
50
60
65
80
84
99
109
114
1 17
121
124
126
128
129
130
131
133

6398357
6343346
22803077
14488019
14188539
2066867
6343383
14624923
6344170
14464629
19040396
22549499
5670372
6343360
6141932
22266267
6088687
14461091
22524685
852155
6345463
877029
14456827
6344313
14187334
14460699

18

D. Baker
20.
G. Simpson
22.
F. Bradshaw
17.
E. Leach
17.
R. Palmer
5.
K. Wilde, M.M.
27.
W. Matthews, D.C.M. 9.
B. Simmonite
22.

STAFF SERGEANTS
L.
E.
G.
R.
R.
S.

Warren
Fox
Smith
Partridge
Barton
Johnstone

SERGEANTS

A. Avery
J. Thornton
E. Brooker
T. Ross Gower
L. Jessup
J. Heyfron
T. Healey
H. King, B.E.M.
H. Huntington
G. Levett
A. Palmer
L. Spalding
R. Rea
J. White
H. Poet
P. Garraty
R. Sandwell
T. Nickson
F. Gooch
D. Skelding
V. Randall
R. Tillman
B. Martin
R. Vine
R. Davies
S. Woodman

2.55
5.56
7.57
7.57
9.57
9.57
2.57
2.57

15.12.53
14.12.54
5. 7.56
6. 3.57
4. 1.57
27. 3.58
1. 4.52
1. 8.52
21.11.52
1. 1.53
8. 5.53
14. 5.53
9. 9.53
7.1 1.53
7. 1.54
8. 1.54
22. 1.54
15. 2.54
29. 4.54
17. 5.54
14. 7.54
16. 8.54
12.10.54
15.1 1.54
1. 2.55
9. 3.55
12.10.55
14.10.55
15.10.55
16.10.55
25.1 1.55
28.1 1.55

OWN

ROYAL

Army No.

Ser.
No.
137
140
141
143
145
150
160
170
172
173
180
181
186
189
194
203
205
210
211
215
217
223
224
233
235

14462771
22259650
22550438
22522933
22308937
22403077
22221326
22562397
22525132
22288983
22234885
19038224
14194532
5726420
14465564
22413902
14450068
22523382
22213994
14517181
6142254
22539314
3866134
22803055
22539075

5
7
13
14
15
17
21
23
31
35
37
40
43
46
47
51
52
56
61
68
69
71
81
82
83
88

6344227
6344199
21014245
6342260
14459016
22562034
21044997
22259869
6142269
22803252
22221944
22541985
6343719
6355684
22259755
19041342
22517013
22772112
22221317
22819994
22977402
5334763
1805766
22528192
22317452
22518661

WEST

KENT

Date
Promoted
6.12.55
L. Atkins
13.12.55
F. Potts
14.12.55
R. Healey, M.M.
15.12.55
M. Kelly
16.12.55
G. Brown
23. 2.56
R. Mead
5. 7.56
C. Williams
3.12.56
E. Langford
3. 1.57
D. Smith
14. 1.57
H. Shoebridge
7. 3.57
P. Warner
7. 3.57
A. Shields
7. 3.57
R. Jolly
9. 8.57
C. Lockyear
9. 8.57
J. Maume
10.10.57
E. Hegarty
10.10.57
R. Ellis
7.1 1.57
A. Ticehurst
7.1 1.57
B. Taylor
30.
1.58
H. Johnson
30. 1.58
R. Chitticks
7. 2.58
G. Gordon, D.C.M.
7. 5.58
E. Quinn
12. 8.58
P. Everett
14. 8.58
A. Mace
Name

CORPORALS

R. Scrivens
C. Potter
G. Cook
W. West
D. Davey
A. Cass
W. Hunt
L. Scudder
J. Higgins
R, Roberts
W. Cooper
A. Betteridge
S. Kill
A. Walton
K. Williams
J. Dawson
A. Storr
P. Humphries
C. McGowan
B. Hope
J. Bryan
A. Rose
J. Clark
A. Rickwood
K. Sands
E. Clark

1. 4.52
1. 4.52
1. 8.52
1. 8.52
1. 8.52
30. 9.52
18. 2.53
21. 3.53
2. 6.53
9. 7.53
15. 9.53
1.10.53
3.1 1.53
21.11.53
2.12.53
1. 4.54
15. 5.54
20. 7.54
12.10.54
15.12.54
15. 2.55
20. 2.55
24. 5.55
24. 5.55
24. 5.55
11. 7.55

REGIMENT
Ser.
No.
95
99
106
127
134
137
138
145
146
165
166
169
178
192
201
203
219
223
225
232
233
249
254
255
266
270
274
285
287
296
297
301
302
304
320
321
323
339
341
347
349
351
3
6
4
2
4

Army No.
14466851
22418860
22517332
14464076
21014230
22705873
22274820
22810844
22978869
6479509
22210350
6355748
14876380
22305845
22086998
22312963
23482534
22796091
23220745
22740690
22421954
23483694
22539312
22517199
23381251
23202079
23230407
22995684
23483160
23515742
23392112
23381253
23412475
22328193
23494882
23492705
22562570
19038902
23412424
23392141
23483161
23378876

Name
D. Tidy
J. Phillips
S. Wilberforce
H. Vale
J. Pitchers
J. Hurley
N. Woolgar
W. Davis
C. Roberts
J. Hughes
J. Wilders
R. Drakes
H. Coleman
E. Kemp
D. Brooks
D. Wilson
T. Osier
D. Ashdown
P. Guillaume
D. Hale
R. Gates
W. Smith
W.. Courcha
K. Larkins
D. Lawson
D. Watson
F. Lowe
R. Hayley
A. Ongley
D. Sharp
A. Edwards
J. Miles
B. Smallwood
T. Laming
H. Watson
D. Hopwood
J. Leiper
R. Russell
E. Bishop
J. Wallis
G. Leaver
A. Moir

Date
Promoted
29. 9.55
10.10.55
24.1 1.55
31. 3.56
19. 5.56
28. 5.56
28. 5.56
6. 7.56
6. 7.56
14.1 1.56
14.1 1.56
19.12.56
17. 1.57
24. 4.57
24. 6.57
24. 6.57
23. 9.57
10.10.57
1 1.10.57
9.12.57
9.12.57
3. 3.58
10. 3.58
19. 3.58
22. 4.58
9. 5.58
18. 5.58
31. 5.58
6. 6.58
20. 6.58
21. 6.58
27. 6.58
28.6.58
30. 6.58
18. 9.58
20. 9.58
23. 9.58
5.12.58
7.12.58
15.12.58
17.12.58
19.12.58

ORDERLY ROOM SERGEANTS
5508373
6341462

L. Marshall, B.E.M.
W. Maltman

BAND SERGEANTS

4077741

E. Clark

DRUM MAJORS

22276043
19044973

W. Clark
R. Simmonds

_

2. 1.56
4.11.57

12.10.57
1. 7.56
15.6.58
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I St

: News

from

BATTALION

F

ebruary

has

been

an eventful month in
many ways and it is dif
ficult to know where to
start recording all that has
happened.
Regimentally,
the most important news
is that the Bn. Rugby
Team finally succeeded in
winning the Cyprus Army
Rugby Cup beating the
1st Bn. The Royal Welch
Fusiliers in the Final 6y
5—3 after a hard and
exciting match. The result
was always in doubt until
the final
whistle. After
being narrowly beaten by
the Welch Regiment in the
final last year, it was a
great moment seeing Capt.
Dodson receiving the Cup
from the Deputy Governor.
A full report on the game
is included elsewhere in this issue and the team is hoping
to achieve a " double " in the SevenaSide finals in about
three weeks' time.
This month also we have left 3 Indep. In.f. Bde. and
are now under Command of H.Q. 50 Indep. Inf. Bde. In
many ways this has been a sad change as we have had
many happy and varied experiences in 3 Bde. during the
last sixteen months. As the Reserve Brigade the 3rd Bn.
the Grenadier Guards and The Queen's Own have operated
all over the island in the plains and mountains, from the
air in helicopters, by road and in one case by sea, in hot
weather and cold; at one period we were preparing to go
by air to the Lebanon or Jordan. A varied life indeed and
often, very hard work, but it was great fun as well and our
memories of that phase of our tour in Cyprus are very
happy ones. It was with great regret that we said goodbye
officially to Brigadier J. A. J. Read, D.S.O., O.B.E., M.C.
Fortunately we will, no doubt, see more of him as he is
not leaving Cyprus. A farewell ceremonial parade was
held in the Brigade Commander's honour and a report is
published below, with the text of his farewell speech.
In 50 Bde. our task would normally have been of
a much more static nature in Nicosia town and the sur
rounding rural areas. Although we have often) " stood by "
to assist in breaking up riots in the Old City, we have never
been committed to that task. If plans for the ultimate
independence of Cyprus go ahead successfully and peace
fully, it seems unlikely that we will be committed to the
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Battalions : |
antiriot role. Already there are places for more training
for normal warfare and increased recreational facilities for
the men after so many months on active operations. Our
new Brigade Commander, Brigadier D. W. Lister, D.S.O.,
M.C., is not unknown to the Regiment, as he served with
the 11 Bn. The Lancashire Fusiliers in Malta when the
2nd Bn. The Queen's Own were there, and won his M.C.
on one of the air fields during the frequent air raids. He
has only recently assumed command of 50 Bde., after com
manding the Aden Protectorate Levies. He recently paid
his first official visit to the Battalion and said that he was
most impressed by the smartness of the quarter guard and
the general atmosphere in the Battalion. After visiting the
Sergeants' Mess, he lunched with the officers.
Then last, but by no means least, the important event
during the month has been,, of course, the news of a solu
tion to the Cyprus problem and the agreement of Britain,
Greece and Turkey and both Cypriot communities to an
independent Cyprus within twelve months. A remarkable
achievement and one which must be welcomed inter
nationally by all in the Western World. What is even
more refreshing is the astonishing speed with which agree
ment was reached in the diplomatic sphere. Naturally,
there are many complicated and varied details to be resol
ved in twelve months (most countries in the past have taken
four to five years) and the immediate future will be a most
delicate period. Our role has naturally changed overnight
and a certain amount of readjustment of ideas will be neces
sary. This was abundantly clear to " D " Coy. who were
guarding several hundred detainees one day and found that
in 24 hours the flood gates were opened and all were
released. O.C. " D " Coy. hotly denies the report that his
soldiers wished them " God speed and Good luck."
British interests have been very adequately safe
guarded by the retention of two bases under British
Sovereignty, but rumours fly fast and furiously as a result of
the news that the Garrison will be substantially reduced.
Needless to say, no one knows at this stage what changes
are envisaged and there is no doubt much moving of
marbles on the Arms Plot Solitaire Board. In the mean
time, rumours are being discouraged and your correspon
dent, for one, does not expect any immediate or drastic
change in the Battalion's future plans. One has to be pre
pared for anything in the Middle East, particularly at this
time of year, but time alone will tell what adjustments will
be necessary in Cyprus.
This month we welcome Capt. Newall to take over the
duties of Adjutant from Capt. Dodson, who has retired to
the more leisurely duties of O.C. "A" Coy. Capt. and Mrs.
Leigh also arrived by air and Mrs. Elgood and Mrs. Mac
Millan arrived by sea.
Finally, we said goodbye to Major Archer after two
years as Second in Command, except for a brief, but ardu
ous trip to the Muscat Operations. His last few days were
fraught with trials and tribulations in both Officers' and
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Sergeants' Messes. His popularity among so many mem
bers of the Battalion was very evident and all were very
sorry to see him go. There was some doubt as to whether
he would leave time to complete his packing before the
aeroplane left, but to use his own words, " his three Escort
Majors ably maintained the Corunna tradition. " Well
done, my Majors." They could not, however, control the
weather and we understand that he was diverted by fog to
Gatwick and landed about the same time as the Menderes
crash. We wish him and Mrs. Archer the best of luck in
the future.
On the 22nd February, 1 R.W.K. left 3 Bde. and came
under command 50 Indep. Inf. Bde., which has the task of
maintaining internal security in the Nicosia area. To mark
the occasion a farewell ceremonial parade was held on the
13th February, 1959. The parade was commanded by
Lt.Col. A. J. M. Flint. M.B.E., and consisted of:
Parade 2/I.C.: Major H. B. H. Waring.
Adjutant : Capt. K. Dodson.
R.S.M.: W.O.I A. G. Parker.

BT APPOINTMENT TO HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN
GOLDSMITHS & CROWN JEWELLERS

Your Regimental Badge..
GARRARD & CO. LTD.
(formerly The Goldsmiths <&_
Silversmiths Company Ltd.) have
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in the production of
badge jewellery.

Colour Party : Queen's Colour, Lt. C. G. Champion; Regi
mental Colour, 2/Lt. R. H. Whitty; Escort, C.S.M.
Smith, C/Sgt. Partridge, C/Sgt. Johnstone.
"A" Company : Capt. E. C. S. Osborne, Lt. T. K. Colgate,
2/Lt. J. C. Holman, C.S.M. H. King, B.E.M., C/Sgt. R.
Barton.
" C " C o m p a n y : C a p t . P . J. Goodwin, 2/Lt. J. R. Govan,
2/Lt. P. F. Valpy, C.S.M. R. Palmer, Sgt. P. D.
Everett.
" D " Company : Capt. J. D. Norton, 2/Lt. F. J. French,
2/Lt. J. B. Coles. C.S.M. E. Leach, C/Sgt. R. Vine.
Support Company : Major P. N. Elgood, Lt. N. C. Pearce,
Lt. E. A. Taylor, C.S.M. L. Warren, Sgt. R. G. Mead.
The Bde. Commander, Brigadier J. A. R. Read, D.S.O.,
O.B.E., M.C., was greeted by a general salute and then
inspected the parade. After the inspection he addressed
the Battalion as follows:
" As you all know you very shortly leave my command
and go to 50 Brigade. So 1 have come to say goodbye to
you, and to tell you how sorry 1 am that you are going
away from me.
" We have had quite a year. I can't think of any form
of Internal Security activity that you haven't done—prison
guards, mountain operations, plains, villages, patrols,
snatches, searches, you have done them all. And you have
done them all jolly well. You have become professional at
this game. We have had plenty of practice at it, and the
whole thing works. I have frequently been looked at
rather sideways by the powers that be when they have asked
me to do something at appallingly short notice, and I have
replied, ' Easy.' But I have always had complete faith that
you or the Grenadiers would be able to do it, with time to
spare, because you are hard, efficient professionals. And
that is the highest praise I can give you—hard, efficient
professionals. That means to me, that the Regiment is
working really well with every man knowing his job and
doing it, and everybody well on the ball, thinking and able
to cope with the unexpected which always turns up.
" A lot of you will remember a famous night in
August, when we started Swan Lake. The Adjutant received
a certain code word from me at 1.30 in the morning. At 3.30
you were on the road. And the cordon was on at 4. That
was good. A lot of highups did not believe that it could be
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done. I had been dug out of bed a little earlier, and had
been up to the General's house, where the operation was
being plotted, and he had said to me, ' you can't do it in
the time.'
" I had said, smugly,' I can,' because I knew what pro
fessionals I had under my command. Some doubting senior
government officials didn't believe it either, and they came
to watch, and their eyes really were opened as they saw 3
Brigade flicking past, exactly on time, moving tidily in their
packets, "and going like the hammers of hell.
" That was good, efficient professional stuff and you
can be jolly proud of it.
" We have had a good deal of fun together. And sol
diering should be fun. And you have done whatever I
asked willingly, cheerfully, quickly and efficiently. And I
have asked you to do some very odd things.
" And now, very sadly, but quite inevitably, you leave
me and go to 50 Brigade, where I know you will do very
well, because you will do everything with the same cheerful
enthusiasm and professionalism. And I, for one, shall
sleep sounder in Nicosia for knowing that the town is in
your hands.
" Thank you, everyone of you, for all you have done
for me, and the very best oij luck in the future."
The C.O. called for three cheers for the Brigade Com
mander and this was followed by a march past.
It is worth noting that the parade was carried out in a
bitterly cold wind and that the outstanding impression,
remarked upon by the Brigade Commander among others,
was the steadiness of the troops on parade which reflects
great credit on.' all concerned in view of the limited time for
preparation.
After the parade the Brigade Commander drove to the
W.O.'s' and Sergeants' Mess where he was entertained by
the members. As always he was most warmly welcomed and
was introduced to these fairly recent arrivals—Sgts. Everett,
Gooch and Shoebridge. After talking td as many members
as possible in the time, the Brigade Commander made a
short and sincere speech, after which his health was drunk
by all present.
He was then presented with a crib board in the form
of No. 4 rifle butt, which touched him deeply and he asked
that it be engraved by the Unit Pioneers, of whom he has
such a high opinion. The presentation was suitably high
lighted by C.S.M. Simmonite warning Brigadier Read that
there was an oil bottle and pull through in the butt trap !
Brigadier and Mrs. Read were later entertained to
lunch in the officers' mess. All Regimental wives were also
present and everyone enjoyed a very cheerful and informal
lunch party and it was with much regret that we finally said
au revoir. Fortunately Brigadier and Mrs. Read are still
in Nicosia and we will still see a lot of them socially.

" A " COMPANY
Company H.Q.
With Christmas well in the past, we advance into what
promises to be a pretty tough year for the Battalion. To
start with, the Battalion has moved into a new Brigade, and
the Commanding Officer decided to put on a ceremonial
parade for the Brigadier, the commander of the Brigade we
were leaving. After eight days of two drill parades each day,
the parade turned out to be a success. The Brigadier told
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us how pleased he was with the competent way in which
the Battalion carried out all the tasks put before it. One
wonders how the Battalion managed to march off at the
close order, for during the speech heads had been notice
ably swelling !
Almost as soon as the parade was over, half of the
Company were informed that they would be attached to
" D " Company, who would be guarding one of the deten
tion camps on the Island. This, together with the constant
reminders from Ptes. Bettridge, Kember, Fairweather and
Holdcroft that their demob, dates are rapidly approaching,
has the Company Office in constant turmoil. Pte. Bet
tridge is at present on leave and his place in the Company
Stores has been taken by Pte. " Spindle " Harris. Welcome
to the fold, "Spindle." C.S.M. King crept away quietly
on an education course for six weeks, perhaps he can't
stand the pace with all these drill parades in progress.
When Capt. Clarke left us for U.K.. Lt. Colgate took over
as Company Commander, though he is seldom seen in the
Company Lines, being kept busy elsewhere. Another one
can't stand the pace ?
This demob, happy disease that is spreading through
out Company H.Q. seems to be catching, for our own
inimitable Company Orderly Sergeant, Cpl. Cooper, can
often be heard muttering to himself. " So what, I've only
got 12) years" and on this "HAPPY " note we leave you.
The Hammers.
I Platoon
At the beginning of January, because we had no
Platoon Commander, the Platoon was split in two and
except for a few unfortunate members, joined 2 and 3
Platoons. At the unearthly hour of 6 o'clock in the morn
ing, we joined a troop of the Royal Horse Guards and pro
ceeded to Troodos, to be more precise to Amiandos and
Ayios Nicolas, where we did road blocks and patrols and
the occasional night ambush. For ten heavenly days we
were spared the ordeal of night cordoning, but, yes, it had
to come and, of course, on the rainiest period of the Op.
The cordon was a complete failure due, no doubt, to the
mist which prevented us from seeing anything and when it
was called off after about six hours, we all felt as if we
had been out for a week.
The Op. ended with a twelve hour journey back to
camp. Within a few days of returning, Mr. Holman, the
new Platoon Commander, arrived fresh from Sandhurst
and we all wish him the very best of luck. " Jacko " Jack
son has returned from leave in " Blighty" and is now
established as a Lance Corporal and although he has not
long to do, we congratulate him on his appointment.
Shortly after his arrival in the Platoon, Mr. Holman,
accompanied by Cpl. Strachan, " Dixie Dean, Abbo and
the brewing kit embarked on the much discussed scheme
at Yialousa and spent five miserable days in the rain. On
returning from this, we started drill parades in preparation;
for Friday, 13th (the unlucky day), when Brigadier Read
said goodbye to the Regiment (or did we say goodbye to
him) and wished us luck in our new Brigade. The parade
was a success, despite the bitter cold.
Sgt. Tidy has been on leave all this month and we
congratulate him and Mrs. Tidy on the birth of a daughter.
C.S.M. King has been on an education, course for the last
few weeks (no comment!) and shortly, no doubt, will be
baffling us with his new found knowledge.
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The roads in the camp are at last being tarmaced, and
almost before one hundred yards was completed, roller
skates were in hot demand.
Most of the Platoon have just returned from Camp
" K " before going to a Battle Camp at Pyroi. Oh, no ! not
more training. No, as a demonstration Platoon.
Alpha.

2 Platoon
Well, here we are again, with a few words from the
cream of the Company. In the last month we have only
had one Op. and although it's nice to have a period of
peace and quiet, it's not much fun remaining in camp
owing to the fact that we struggle under the burden of
many guards and fatigues.
We have now moved into a new Brigade after putting
on a big ceremonial parade for our old Brigade Comman
der, Brigadier J. A. R. Read, D.S.O., O.B.E., M.C.
We welcome to " the " Platoon Pte. Crout, who joined
us from the new draft, and who has settled down to the
steady life of guards and fatigues in C.B.S. Camp. Also
we say farewell to Pte. " Yorky " Holdcroft, who leaves us
at the end of February for demob., and wish him all the
best in civvy street. At the moment, the seagull of the
Company has flown away and Sgt. Vale from "The"
Platoon has taken the chair. L/Cpl. Blunt, from 3 Section,
thought he had successfully hidden himself away from sight,
whilst doing boxing rind running training, but all good
things come to an end, and our old " friend," Cpl. Paddy
Cooper, tells us that he has a few guards and fatigues lined
up for him as soon as he finishes training. Never mind,
" Trigger," perhaps there's some other sport you can train
for.
Half of the Platoon are away at Camp " K," stagging
it up in the dreaded " Goon " boxes; perhaps it will cheer
them up when they realise that the notorious lofty " Shep "
Sheppard is on his way to join them after returning from
his short spell in hospital.
Information has just been received that our Platoon
Commander and his batman have returned to camp after
having spent three days trying to teach the antitank platoon
from Sp. Company how to fire the Mobat. 2 Platoon to
the rescue as usual. If the truth was known, Mr. Coles and
his batman spent more time in a motorlaunch, fishing, than
actually te&ching, but that is strictly confidential.
We are sorry to hear that we shall shortly be losing
Mr. Coles to civvy street, for he is, in all our opinions, the
best platoon commander we have ever had, so we sincerely
wish him all the best rind our parting shot must be : " SIGN
ON, SIR."
The Panda's.

3 Platoon
There has not been much excitement or any interesting
events over the past few weeks. We have been in camp
practically all the time, which has meant duties and fatigues.
To make a quiet change and a rest from fatigues, we
practised for a solid week for a Battalion drill parade to bid
farewell to the Brigade Commander, who, in fact, came
along and did all the bidding of farewells himself. He made
a very flattering speech to the Battalion telling us all how
sorry he was to lose us. However, the "lucky" Brigade
now is 50 Brigade, the town Brigade of Nicosia, and already

we have started duty with them as nearly all the platoon at
the moment, are at camps " K " and " M."
In the Basketball League we played, and of course beat,
both 1 and 2 Platoons by a good margin. I suppose we
really should have put our second team out to give them
a fair chance! 1 Platoon, however, did just pip us in a
shooting competition on Laxia Range (said in a very quiet
voice!).
That's about rill the news, but there have been some
arrivals and departures which should be mentioned. We
greet a rather tired Cpl. Guillaume back from a month's
leave in U.K., who vows to go straight back again when the
new leave year starts; and to Pte. Mitchell, who has just
joined us from the last draft. We hope his stay will be as
pleasant as possible . . . echoing the name of a Signals
Platoon tent, " It can't get any worse."
Now, unfortunately, we have to say goodbye to L/Cpl.
Goodyear, who has gone to 3 Bde. H.Q.; Ransley to be a
batman to G.I. Int.; Kilburn to G.H.Q. Episkopi; Jackson
to the Officers' Mess; and Clark 449 for a short while to
be a S.I.B. " Special Agent." And, at last, farewell, plus a
little envy, as Pte. Kimber goes on demob. We are sorry to
see him go especially as he was such a good footballer !
" The Churchwardens."

" C " COMPANY
7 Platoon
Since our last notes, the Company has made only one
excursion to the hills. This was Exercise Grey Dawn, which
took place in the Panhandle. As only half the Platoon and
9 Platoon from the Company went out with the Battalion
we cannot think that this was a very important exercise.
L/Cpl. Roy Davies was given the opportunity to rub in his
old soldiers' tales to the newer arrivals of the Company
when he was dropped by helicopter on to an O.P. Those
who took part in the exercise spent most of the time trying
to keep warm and dry and in spite of the incessant! rain, we
did our job in the usual 7 Platoon style.
The Platoon; played 8 and 9 Platoons in the Inter
Platoon 7aside Soccer Competition and even without the
valuable services of Johnny Ridden, who was stolen by
Company H.Q. team on the strength of his being a batman,
we won the Cup.
Cpl. Cartwright has now left us for his demob., much
to the disappointment of Pte. George Clark and all of 1
Section, which has now been taken over by Cpl. " Lifer "
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Tom Woollard. Good luck to you, Tom. we fancy you
will need it. We all wish Cpl. Cartwright the best of luck
in Civvy Street and hope that he quickly settles down to
THE life.
After months of trying 2/Lt. Clinch has at last got his
U.K. leave and we hope that he is enjoying his wellearned
rest from the busy life of the Battalion.

8 Platoon
Well, even after getting our two teams into the semi
final, by some frightful stroke of misfortune we were still
unable to recapture the InterPlatoon Football Cup and it
fell to that " other " platoon. Better luck next time.
Our latest Exercise was just what the Platoon had been
waiting for, losing their Platoon Commander, Platoon Ser
geant and L/Cpl. Green, the only other N.C.O., in the
middle of the night, they were not seen again for a whole
week. The Platoon did not waste this chance and after
spending a miserable day in amongst the shrubs of Atha
lassa, had a week's training back in Camp, without their
instructors. When the performing trio returned to a well
earned rest, the Platoon was not to be outdone and soon
slipped into Sunday routine, after their week of "hard
training." As for the people who get off exercises; last time
it was boxing and now a broken arm. Some of those
remarks that float around the Camp about sleepy N.C.O.'s
will have to be reviewed as I hear that one poor gentleman
did not know for a week that he had la broken arm. We
have, unfortunately, lost Cpl. Hayley to the Corporals' Mess
and in exchange, temporarily, have been given Cpl. Leiper.
At last we seem to have arrived at a sport which 8
Platoon has not perfected and we trust that no Inter
Platoon Hockey Competition is started within the Com
pany. We would all like to congratulate Sgt. Orsler on
his excellent game for the Battalion XV versus Cyprus
District Signals Regiment and wish him a successful match
at Limassol in the semifinals of the island Army Cup
against 37 Field Engineer Regiment.
We are now in' the midst of the Battalion Drill Parades
in preparation for the farewell parade to the Brigadier of
3 Brigade and not for Morton and Walker, who are still
with) us. As usual we have our att. and detached and while
Pte. Parrish and Pilcher are languishing in hospital, Cpl.
Hopwood and Pte. Powell are still in their dream worlds
of civvies and nice young police secretaries. Pte. Welch
has managed to struggle (cough permitting) into the tem
porary vacancy at. the Company Arms Store, while Pte.
Newitt bad justreturned from an enjoyable holiday in U.K.
Pte. Alston is meeting all his old enemies in the Sergeants'
Mess and L/Cpl. Stein has left 9 Platoon to help the thin
ning ranks of 8 Platoon. Fresh from "B" Company and
U.K., arrive Pte. Cross, Lower and Trott and we trust their
ardour will not be dampened by our old flames.
With the restrictions lifted, large numbers of the
Platoon have been seen drifting into the Old City and
various other places of attraction and renown. The Arms
Storemrin was riot to be outdone and as a friendly gesture
Readers are reminded that we can. supply copies of
" The Q.O.G." to their relatives for the modest sum of
Five Shillings, post free.
Ask your Company Commander to make the neces
sary arrangements.
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has issued the smallest men in the Platoon with the shorter,
presumably lighter and more easy to handle S.L.R.'s. Well
done, temporary acting Arms Storeman. Welch.

9 Platoon
This last month has been a fairly quiet one for us.
Mr. Govan came back from his " extended leave " a few
weeks ago. He has recovered from his illness and is feeling
pleased to be on the job again.
The Platoon, as always the backbone of the Company,
represented the whole of " C " Company on Exercise " Grey
Dawn " in the Panhandle. We split up into three sections,
each representing one platoon. Most of us were fairly
comfortable in our base camps although it rained a great
deal. Cpl. Berry's section were quite dry in an old sheep
fold, but Sgt. Everett's section were forced to camp on a
cart track. A crackling wood fire and a daily issue of rum
did much to raise morale.
Now that we have changed Brigades, we probably will
not do much of this sort of thing in the future.
On the sporting side, the Platoon has achieved moderate
success. In the Company InterPlatoon Football Tourna
ment we lost 1—0 to 7 Platoon in the final. This month one
of our old hands, L/Cpl. Steers, left us for a post at G.H.Q.,
Episkopi. No doubt some of us will see him soon at the
Depot in time for demob.

Company H.Q.

" D " COMPANY

The " Operational Company" maintains its unchal
lenged record for spending) more time out of the camp than
any other. Since our last notes were written, we have been
in the Panhandle on what the Brigade Commander aptly
termed an " exercise operationally" and we are now
guarding detainees in Camp " K " rind " M " some eight
miles from Nicosia.
Our few days in the Panhandle near a cluster of houses
surrounding a white church named Ayios Thyrsos were
interesting. By cunning tactics the Coy. Commander had
the EOKA supporters lurking in the Kyrenia range worried
when he led the Company northwards from Lefkonico, an
error which caused confusion in our ranks also ! The com
pany did extensive patrolling in its area searching thoroughly
for signs of EOKA activity or hides. We set out each day
from our Company base conveniently situated near the sea
shore and worked inland over the hills which looked part of
a. Devon scene, visiting the O P. commanded by L/Cpl.
Hunt, which had been flown in by; helicopter early on the
first day, then scouring further afield for our adversary.
On our return from these strenuous patrols, several men
followed the officers into the sea for a winter swim—an
invigorating experience !
Throughout this time Sgt. Shoebridge commanded a
road block where exhaustive details of all movements on
the road were recorded. The forms completed on this
occasion even showed what clothes each 'bus passenger was
wearing at the time; the most apt description under this
heading given by one N.C.O. on seeing an unwashed peasant
who had never heard of Savile Row—rags!
Our return from this outing was complicated; we
packed camp and loaded, vehicles after last light and travel
led at dead of night by divers routes in small groups to
Nicosia. It was/nevertheless, smoothly accomplished. We
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were grateful that Battalion H.Q. had been out on this
occasion as we benefitted by the unheard of luxury of a
day off in lieu of the weekend spent out of camp.. Back
in Nicosia we threw ourselves wholeheartedly into prepara
tions for a farewell parade for Brigadier Read, whose
Brigade we are shortly leaving. It was here that the long
months of regular daily drill which " D " Company alone
appears to do, had their results; although we had many
other men from other companies on parade with us, we
found that the drill with the new rifle was no problem. The
parade was a great success, despite a biting, icy wind. Some
of our newly joined members were later hekrd asking for
details of the operation In mentioning which the Brigadier
referred to " a cordon of pros round Asha."
When not on drill we took advantage of the time in
camp to cram in as much training as possible. Great interest
was shown in Lt. French's lecture on booby traps and it
is rumoured that one man has not taken down his top kit
to clean it since then, "just in case . . . !"
Our return to the life at detention; camps is unwelcome,
but cheerfully accepted, despite an unusual fall of snow and
the nightly frost which chills the bones of sentries in the
open towers. If agreement on the future of Cyprus is
reached we hope that this duty will soon cease.
Before concluding these notes we welcome Lt. Bate
man's return from hospital with fingers now well on the
way to recovery. We also record, with pleasure, the arrival
of a new Platoon Commander for 11 Platoon—2/Lt. Whitty,
who has joined us from Sandhurst after doing courses at
the School of Infantry which have filled him with knowledge
and enthusiasm. Cpl. Baker has returned from leave in
England and is now feeling the cold. We congratulate him
on becoming engaged while; away. He now writes at least
one letter a day.
By next month we hope we shall see the fruits of our
efforts to restore peace in Cyprus.

10 Platoon
These notes seem to have been missing from recent
Q.O.G.'s. But since the New Year we have been fairly
busy. Operation " Mare's Nest" began with rain and a
change of position brought us a bit nearer the snowline in
North Troodos. Unfortunately, the Platoon Commander
fell out after the first week and spent a month in B.M.H.,
Nicosia, nursing a crushed finger. But he understands that
remainder of the Op. and the next one in the Panhandle
were carried out in 10 Platoon style, unde'f the efficient
command of Sgt; Shoebridge; (Surely 10 Platoon eats bet
ter than even Company H.Q.; we are fortunate in our
sergeant).
Cpl. Smith and L/Cpl. Macro are with most of the
Platoon, the rest of " D." Company and some of " A." We
are back on the old job—Detention Camps. But Camps
" K " and " M " are better than; Pyla and the accommoda
tion is satisfactory. This sort of duty prevents us working
as a Platoon, but on; return to camp we will be reforming
and training again—50 Brigade commitments permitting.
I should end these notes with a farewell to Loates, who
goes to the R.P.'s at Pyroi, Broadbent who has gone to 3
Brigade, and to Ward and Cripps, who are now to be seen
in white webbing in the Guardroom. A welcome goes to
Day, Free, Kendall and Davis from the draft, Hearn from

the R.P.'s and Watchous from Signals Platoon. All these,
of course, are lucky with their posting.

11 Platoon
Our last four weeks in 3 Brigade have proved some
thing of an anticlimax after so many months of patrols,
ambushes and cordons on one operation after another.
After operation " Mare's Nest" we spent abouft a
fortnight at C.B.S. Camp before we were off again, this
time to the Panhandle near the fringe of Yialousai. For
five days we patrolled in the mountains, provided a few men
for a road block and gradually1 played our part in deceiving
EOKA. Entertainment was provided by the Company
Commander and Mr. Whitty, who were frequently to be
seen emerging from the sea to the cries of " We never
have had it so good."
On our return to camp it came as rather a shock for
most members of the platoon to be informed that the next
week was to be spent under the supervision of the R.S.M>
on the "square," in preparation for a farewell parade for
Brigadier Read. However, everytKing went well on the day
and 11 Platoon contributed to making "D" Company the
smartest on parade,
Sgt. Healey disappeared just before the exercise in the
Panhandle, but it is alleged that he was still oh the Island
teaching someone how to use the sniper rifle; he is now
enjoying two week's well earned leave. Cpl. Brooks is, un
fortunately, laid up in B.M.H., Dhekelia, and we all wish
him a speedy recovery. Negro Nichols is now responsible
for our daily bread and Christie has spent the last month
in " civvies " on the special branch guard at Athalassa police
station.
In the field of sport, we congratulate L/Cpl. Nesbitt
on an excellent performance while representing the Battalion
in; the Army Cross Country Running Championships and
Perrett and Ginger Russell on boxing for the Battalion.
Wood is sometimes seen; when he is not playing football or
crossing off the days on his demob, chart.
:
Finally, we welcome Ptes. Arnell Jeffries and Myles to
the Platoon and last, but not least our new Platoon Com
mander, Mr. Whitty, who is still undergoing unit repairs
on his feet as a result of P.R.I, boots and Cyprus rugger
pitches.

12 Platoon
. Since Christmas our activities have, followed very .much
the. usual pattern w.e. spent. 10 .days in raim outside Lefka,
unfortunately without result "and/the..rest of ..the. .time we
have been training in and around .camp. It..was found un.
necessary to send us out on the exercise to the Panhandle,
which occupied the rest of the Company for five days, and
we leave the reader to.draw his own conclusion from this.
There is, however, an unfortunate sequel to this; we missed
the threeday holiday the rest of the company enjoyed on
its return.
„
Now we have moved into 50 Brigade and the Platoon is
down guarding "K" and "M" Detention Camps—a job
that is by no means new to us. This time our sentence is
only nine days, and we wonder what is in store for us on
our return.
Since the last time of writing we have lost Cpl. Goode
and Pte, Hatfield, and in their place we welcome L/Cpl,
Wakefield) from the Regimental Police and Ptes. Tidder and
Wooster from the draft.
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SUPPORT COMPANY
Company H.Q.
The last month has produced nothing more exciting
than a sixday exercise in the Panhandle, consequently items
worthy of publication are hard to find.
Major Elgood, a comparative newcomer to Cyprus
terrain, commanded us on the Karpass exercise and although
it is rumoured he lagged behind a bit on some of those
hills, he has certainly made his mark as Support Company
Commander ! We all extend a hearty welcome to his wife
and family, who will soon be here, and hope they will
enjoy their stay on this island of paradise !
The Sergeant Major is rarely seen these days, as he is
swotting for some exam, or other, and in his place is Sgt.
Mead, whose loss to the Mortar Platoon is keenly felt by
all members. Another absentee is " Colours " Levett, who
is on leave. His return in a week's time will enable Sgt.
Hegarty to return, to the M.M.G. Platoon and some serious
trafifing !
By the time these notes are published, Pte. " Ron "
Mew will have left us, so we take this opportunity of wish
ing him all the best in Civvy Street. His place in the Arms
Store will be taken by Pte. Saunders and we hope he will
soon settle down in his new job. Another newcomer is
Pte. Downey, who is now the Company Commander's bat
man. We trust he will succeed where " Yorky " failed !
The zoo continues to thrive and " Spoons " seems as cheer
ful as ever. Now that the Badger is on his course, there
is a lot more work in the Company Office, but despite this,
things continue to run more or less as normal.
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We sign off this month with the thought of curfews and
cordons no longer troubling us at nights owing to our
changing of Brigades and hope that the Sergeant Major
manages to satisfy the examiners.
Bunny's Boys.
Mortar Platoon
For us this has been a month of numerous changes in
the Platoon—quite a few seasoned veterans have left us,
including Ptes. Tipple, Cronk, Lawrence, Harding, Staple
ton and Major (the latter, perhaps, being not quite so
seasoned ! ). We take this opportunity of wishing them
every success in Civvy Street. We also have an influx of
keen potential mortarmen and we would like to welcome
Ptes.'Clark, Winter, Lloyd, Robinson, Murray, Morton and
Leggatt to the Platoon and hope their stay is a pleasant one.
Here's wishing them " happy mortar drills."
We can boast that we were the one complete platoon
in Support Company which rendered their last service to
3 Brigade, before our move to 50 Brigade, in the form of
an' exercise/operation, who knows which ! in the Panhandle.
Of course, I don't think the Platoon were really elated
when they received the cheerful news from the Company
Commander that they would carry out the exercise, but
the remainder of the Company would not now be joining
them, but roughing it at C.B.S. Camp.
In the main we had a jolly time, spending long sessions
over a pint, having friendly debates with everyone on the
Army and on other debatable subjects, i.e., women. While
there, we requisitioned a shepherd's hut, which appeared to
be mysteriously haunted by rats.
Sgt. Taylor and Cpl. Ongley are now training the new
members of the Platoon to a high standard of efficiency,
which only the Mortar Platoon can maintain. We look
forward to testing their efforts in a mortar shoot on Goshi
Range in the middle of next month.
The Pipers.
M.M.G. Platoon

Always choose the best—
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We welcome this month Mr. Champion, Ptes. Eagles,
Taylor, Corbett, Iveson and Bone. On. the debit side we
say farewell to Mr. Langhorne and wish him the best of
luck with the skymen.
This last month has been of a puzzling nature. Opera
tions have not yet been in the air, but exercises took their
place and were found to be of a similar nature, but not
quite so exhausting. In; the sporting line we have won our
Soccer League and seem to provide most of the Battalion
Cross Country and Boxing teams.
" Oink I " is, we are glad to say, fully recovered from
his double accident and v as we all know too well, has not
lost any of his vocal power. This week " Oink II " leaves
us for a week to go with the Navy to the mysterious East,
in this case Beirut. For the full, if perhaps slightly abrid
ged, edition of this epic event you must read next month's
" buster."
The Vickers.
Attack Platoon
Another month and more changes to keep everybody
happy. A new Brigade and the " miraculous" solution of
the Cyprus problem have us all guessing wildly at our role
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in the next few months. Everyone hopes it will involve
fewer guards and less police work, but nobody is very
optimistic.
'
As for platoon affairs, we welcome Pte. Burston; and a
106 m.m. Recoilless Rifle, the latter an unexpected addition
to our arsenal. Only a few people who were in the platoon
during the Middle East crisis in June know anything about
them—they are to be seen opening and shutting the breech
with a superior air. After our shoot with Mobats in the
middle of February, everyone seems to prefer the British
weapon. At the Cape Pyla Range, our first visit there since
last August, we gained a lot of useful experience—the enor
mous bang and impressive backblast take some getting used
to, as Major Macmillan, who came down to watch, found
out. Those rifle coy. pers., who we always notice lyin» in
position some five yards behind the gun on Battalion exer
cises, would be quite surprised too.
L/Cpls. Mayo and Henham have flown off home for a
month's leave; we look forward to their return—it'll almost
be time for K.D. and the end of another winter.
Hesh.

Assault Pioneer Platoon
We have little to report this month as we have been
mostly carrying out our normal duties in camp.
Dad (Sgt. Coleman) is unfortunately in hospital at
Dheklia with 'flu and with L/Cpl. Fretter on leave in the
Troodos Mountains the section is being commanded by
Pte. " Pete " Pentney. With L/Cpl. Fretter in the mountains
is Pte. Feast. They are trying their hand at skiing for the
first time and we wish them the best of Cyprus luck.
A somewhat unexpected honour came our way oh the
17th of February, when " Buller " Freegard was appointed
Commanding Officer's Stick Orderly. This kept him on the
hop round the camp most of the day.
With the end of the Cyprus trouble in sight we are
looking forward to a gentle summer of sunbathing and
swimming in the deep blue Mediterranean.
The Lionhearts.

" H.Q." COMPANY
Company Headquarters
It has almost become routine for the Little People each
month to announce the arrival of a new Company Com
mander, the mystery of who it will be is now solved. Maj.
Macmillan is now in charge of our affairs and he has made
it quite clear that our Company will be the smartest.
Capt. Campbell has left us at Coy. H.Q. so he can
now devote more time on the M.T. He made a good
impression during his short stay with us.
We extend our best wishes to Maj. Macmillan hoping
that he will enjoy his stay with us. It has caused much
speculation as to how long he will last.
C.S.M. Simmonite has been on leave for two weeks of
this month, but he obviously cannot resist the draw of the
Coy. Office, as more than once he returned to us during
his leave.
Colours Barton now back from U.K. leave ably
fulfilled the position of A/C.S.M. during the absence of the
C.S.M. Colours has the same inextinguishable passion as
tfie C.S.M., namely football. The C.S.M, has now a clerk

sitting up through the night typing out Misconduct Reports
as he is a very keen referee.
Cpl. Gould is still performing the task of C.O.S. He
has now become a familiar sight flashing about with his
newly acquired camera.
The two clerks Doug and Stan are very busy disposing
of the mountains of Bumph which shower on the Coy.
Office daily, but they are missing the cheerful voice of Dell
who is on U.K. leave, Oh to be in England now !
The Coy. Stores have now got a new member to join
their happy band, namely Ted Homewood who we hope
will be happy in his new position. They all seem to be
brighter now there is someone with more time than any
of them to do.
The Arms Store is still being ably watched over by
" Jeem. " But they have had to do some work lately owing
to the series of drill parades which meant that twice a day
all the S.L.R.s were drawn from, and returned to, the store
each day.
It is in the air that the Coy. Office is to be moved to a
more desirable position. We hope it is not too far from
the showers and dining hall.
Consumatum Est.

Band
January has seen a real return to the job of Banding,
and also a resumption of the sporting side.
I think the highlight of the month was a " Band Day "
held at Wolsey Barracks on Monday, 12th January. Four
bands took part, our old friends the Suffolk Regiment,
complete with memories of Malaya, the  Lancashire
Fusiliers, the Royal Berkshire Regiment, and ourselves.
The day started in traditional style with the whole morning
devoted to massed band rehearsal; what a joy to perform
with 120 as opposed to our meagre 28. Later in the morn
ing we discarded the chaff, and for the last hour used a
band consisting of all our " Aces," a glorious sound that
F.B.S. (Forces' Broadcasting Service) decided they had to
have.
After lunch we returned to do battle with each other
on the sports ground, and our opponents were the Lanca
shire Fusiliers; we drew one all at soccer and beat them
at hockey 3—1. On the other side the Suffolk Regiment
played the Royal Berkshires and lost at soccer, but won
at hockey. All games were really firstclass anci one could
feel that the honour of the Regiments were at .stake.
The various caterers of the units had all done their—
stuff, and when we returned for the afternobh we came
laden with buffets that were really good. Our own thanks
must go to S/Sgt. Thompson and his cooks for the really
excellent quality of their contribution.
The evening was devoted to a social (strictly " Stag "),
the bar being supplied by H.Q. Cyprus District and run by
the Band Sergeants. Mr. Watkins took over duties of M.C.
and we played a few houses of Tombola followed by the
Boat Race. We beat the Royal Berkshires in the first
round but were well and truly trounced by £ glass in the
finals against the Lancashire Fusiliers; they had some old
soldiers who could really swallow.
About 9.30 p.m. we closed down and returned to our
various units feeling that one of the best days we have had
on the Island had come to its close,. To organise a com
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plete Band Day such as this took a tremendous amount of
work behind the scenes, and before closing this chapter I
feel we should thank the four Bandmasters very much for
all 'the trouble they went to—" Thank you Sirs. "
On Thursday, 15th January, the 9piece Dance Band
played at Wolsey Hall for the R.E.M.E. All Ranks' Dance,
and proved such a success that we were paid £1 more than
we asked. Tuesday 20th saw us performing at our own
Officers' Mess for "Corunna Night" and on Wednesday
21st we made what we hope will be our last move for this
tour.
The new accommodation is firstclass, and apart from
the loud hailer used by the M.T. which is directed straight
at us, and invariably goes when we are in the middle of a
" PP " passage, we have no complaints.
The whole week of the 26th January was devoted to
Massed Bands rehearsal culminating on Friday 30th with
three recordings for F.B.S. The programmes were quite
ambitious, but well worth the effort.
No. 1 consisted of H.R.H. The Duke of Cambridge, a
march written by Malcolm Arnold on the occasion of the
Centenary of Kneller Hall, Edouard Lalo's Overture to Le
Roi d'Ys, La Feria by Paul Lacombe; and a selection from
Puccini's Opera Manon Lescaut.
Programme two opened with the Coronation march
Crown Imperial by William Walton, and continued with
the Overture Phedre by Massenet, Weber's Invitation to
the Waltz, and the Suite L'Arlesienne by Bizet.
To open the third programme the band played the
Overture to the Opera Prince Igor by Borodine. This was
followed by two movements from the Suite Things to
Come by Sir Arthur Bliss, a grand selection from
Mascagni's fine Opera Cavalleria Rusticana, and concluded
with Carl Friedman's Slavonic Rhapsody No. 2.
Now we. eagerly await to hear the results over the
Forces' Network starting on Sunday, 15th February.
On the sporting side we have also been quite active,
and are still managing to turn out a reasonable soccer and
hockey team. The band of the Suffolk Regiment chal
lenged us at hockey, and we managed to beat them 3—1,
it was a very good hard game, and we hope to give them
a chance for further revenge some time in the near future.
During January we had two twentyfirst birthdays,
which were celebrated in true band style, and we would
like to congratulate Bdsm. " Taffy " Lewis and " Knocker "
Knight on their coming of age.
S'all for now, no repeats on D.C.
'
Faggott.
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M.T. Section
Yet another month has passed, one of those months
(owing to the U.M.I.), that all M.T. personnel are glad to
see the last of. However, let it be known that some very
hard work was put in by all and the result of the U.M.I,
was well worth the effort, as last year's very high standard
was maintained. With the completion of the U.M.I, we
also say farewell to the notorious " Mister George," alias
Sgf. Brown, who has just commenced a period of five weeks'
leave and returns to " A " Coy., the residents of which, will
no' doubt give him a hearty welcome. Also in the usual
farewell honours list we must mention the departures of
Bert Martin, Don Miles, Jesse Walton, Coco Case and
Willie Wells, and wish them all the best in their return to
natural surroundings. At the same time we extend our
warm welcome to all new slaves, too numerous to mention
by name. While on the subject of hello's and goodbyes,
congratulations go to " Chalky " White, who at the time
of writing is on honeymoon somewhere in Blighty. We
wish " Chalky " a long happy life of bliss.
The M.T.O. has been very busy during the last few
weeks performing two very important tasks^ one of, M.T.O.,
and the other acting O.C. H.Q. Coy., and he has had more
than the lion's share of Bumph, but has been recently re
lieved of a considerable amount of this paper work by Maj.
I. A. Macmillan who we welcome as our new O.C. H.Q.
Coy., and hope that his stay with us will be long and
pleasant.
Pte. Jeffery is seriously thinking of hurling a rock
through his cracked windscreens (obtained during a past
op.), to settle once and for all whether or not his Land
Rover is fit for details. Owing to the fact that for the past
week or so he has been V.O.R., and yet being chosen for
details, much to his annoyance—we wonder if he is aware
of the well known proverb: "God helps those that help
themselves? "
Now that the U.M.I, is over, astonishingly enough we
find that we can be of assistance to 7 Coy. R.A.S.C. by
supplying them with transport, which is most unusual, and
goes to show that work is still going on in the M.T. park.
As is usual we have this small group of " not so long
to do " M.T. lads, and don't we know it. " Gags " Finnis
is one of this happy band and I'm sure that if he ex
plained his position to the M.T.O., his habit of whistling
in the M.T. Office, would not be commented upon. Capt.
Campbell would then know that there is a reason for this
earrending noise.
The members of EOKA have been very inactive of
late and once more various groups of M.T. lads can be
seen making their own way to the walled city, walking too
of all things. All of us are hoping that this period of
inactivity will last in order that we can get used to walking
once more.
Before we close, mention must be made of the latest
" vehicle " to be added to our list. It's the only motor on
the M.T. that is without means of propulsion. Yes folks,
its a homemade training vehicle and is in great demand by
the "cabhappy." Unfortunately it is for trainees only,
and Sgt. Ticehurst (M.T. Sgt.) wouldn't trust anyone else
on it!
As all " good " things must come to an end—so must
this!
The Mekon Fan's.
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SERGEANTS' MESS
" The New Look" could quite easily be the new
Battalion sign at present, with new roads, new rifles, new
brigade and new Sgt's Mess tents. Gone is the old shanty
town so well known throughout the island and in its place
a modern well planned model village. Many a tear was
shed as bits of old wood and compo boxes were removed
<*from members' 160 pounder tents, and mudh shaking of
heads at the new concrete base E.P.I.P. tents as they shot
up in an L shape pattern. Now with electricity laid on
and pinups installed, they wonder how they could ever
have lived any other way. We are now without doubt
living in luxury compared to our previous accommodation
despite the wind and dust that still finds its way in. Even
the Bandmaster has now consented to move from his Super
de Luxe blanket lined, draught proof, electricity heated,
under water 160 pounder. Not of course in line with the
rest of us, but in the centre of a line drawn from the end
of each row and about twenty yards away from the right
angle thus, a stout tribute to a stout bandmaster.
More hello's and goodbyes this month with the
departure of Sgt. Tom and Mrs. Atkins and in the next
week Sgt. Jim and Mrs. Scudder. All to the T.A. we lose
four good and regular members. Good luck and every
success to you all. With the coming of Sgts. Gooch and
Everett and the reunion of Sgt. the body Shoebridge with
them, an air of uncertainty hangs over us.
It is rumoured that they are starting an over 34's club
(34 in waist line that is) and with such people as C/Sgt.
Dick Barton, Sgts. Colin McGowan and Ron Coleman, it
looks like a good membership will be forthcoming.
R.Q.M.S. Simpson and O.R.Q.M.S. Les Marshall deny they
are eligible at the moment but they, we are sure, will soon
prefer to join than carry on wearing O.C. body belts.
Congratulations this month to Sgt. Bob and Mrs. Hope
op the birth of their first born son and heir and to Sgt.
Dudley and Mrs. Tidy on the birth of a daughter and sister
to David. Good luck to you and be regular attenders in
the mess.
Despite operations our Christmas Draw was a roaring
success as voted by all and sundry as the best yet. The
prizes were fantastic and when C.S.M. Bert King walked
away with the electric mixer all the ladies present vowed
undying love and devotion to him. But with amazing self
control and strength of will he staggered from the mess still
in possession. A truly great feat. To O.R.Q.M.S. Les
Marshall and his committee we say thank you all for a
great draw. Roll on Christmas 1959.
Congratulations to Nelda Grubb on being a potential
mother and may she deliver the goods in accordance with
the rules of the Doggy world. We of the mess have every
confidence in you Nelda and our sympathies to Lt. and Mrs.
Grubb in their period of waiting for the big event.
Sgt. Sammy Kill continues to please us behind the bar
and can always be relied upon to produce a smile with the
service if asked. He informs us he is opening a pub in
Blackpool when he goes out. That is a long time yet,
for despite his frequent reminders that he joined when we
were at school. He was a boy soldier and in fact often
brought my tea and wads from the N.A.A.F.I. Soldier on
Sam. Maybe pubs will be extinct when you get demobbed.
It is rumoured that Sgt. George Tancock, A.C.C., is

leaving us for a period and going to Benghazi with the
Welch Regiment. We hope the beer is good and to your
liking George. Good luck and come back soon.
Biggest shock of the month being of course the amount
of parades attended by the C/Sgts. last week. The average
of two a day for a week is enough to make any colour
bloke go mad. In fact we had a job to stop them issuing
kit last week, they were so upset. When H.Q. C/Sgt. only
managed to miss one parade (to referee a football match)
the others knew it was useless and had to resign themselves
to the fact that they were beaten. C/Sgts. Levett and
Spalding did of course manage to get on leave before the
fatal period and were safe. Even school lost out to the
parade this time much to the disgust of C/Sgt. Taffy Vine.
C.S.M.s Bert King and Bunny Warren were also given
holidays from school to attend, but they being C.S.M.s did
not resent it at all and loved every minute of that cold,
windy, tiring hour of parade.
As a finishing quote for those it affects, " Love is here
to stay."
Ugh.

ORDERLY ROOM
Since the last chapter in the life of the B.O.R. was
written, there have been further changes in the nominal
roll of the staff. We have bid farewell to Cpl. Terry
Barton, who disappeared in the early hours of Sunday,
18th January, 1959. We wish him luck in his new role in
" Civvy Street." Au revoir has also been said to " Flook "
Lunn, who has departed from the " Happy Home " to the
seclusion of " B " Company, where he can be seem wan
dering around at all hours of the day in a mode of dress
known as " civvies." We hear he finds this form of work
ing dress and his new job at Police H.Q. most agreeable,
and wish him all the best in this new venture. In the
place of these two departed members we welcome two new
ones to our community. They are Ptes. Parker and Ham
mond (not yet christened) and we hope that they find life
not too disagreeable in their new role in the modern army.
Now that Cpl. Barton has departed, the reins for
controlling the unruly mob have been passed to L/Cpl.
" Liz" Roffe, whom we congratulate on his promotion.
It is hoped that he finds this beneficial and that we are
not proving too much of a handful.
There has recently been one short " exercise " and the
O.R.Q.M.S. accompanied by " Pluto " Bates and Walley
Barton disappeared into the wastes of the Panhandle. The
latter, incidentally, hopes to be seeing the shores of some
distant country soon, but it is rumoured that he is going to
sigm on. How much truth is in this remains to be seen.
What of the future? Just recently there have been
a large number of drill parades and members of the staff
have been in attendance. We understand that these are in
preparation for a parade on Friday, 13th (superstitious ?)
to mark the transfer of the battalion to a new brigade.
This makes yet another change, our third since being on
this unhappy island. It is understood that it will result in
less operations, but more paper work.
That's about ail for the moment and as life progresses
on its weary way, we return to the grindstone (or type
writers, as the case may be).
Teenager.
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WIVES' CLUB
The February Social was held on February 10th. The
programme was purposely arranged to keep people moving
and warm. Also as we had several visitors we aimed to
mix them up well amongst ourselves. The Brigade Com
mander's wife, Mrs. Read, came as Mrs. Flint's guest, and
Mrs. Gribble, who runs the 3 Brigade Wives' Club, came
with Mrs. Lemon and Mrs. Rogers, both of 3 Brigade.
We were also happy to welcome our N.A.A.F.I. manager
ess, Mrs. Bunter.
Queen's Own wives present were : Mrs. Osborne, Mrs.
Dodson, Mrs. Cleaver, Mrs. Hind, Mrs. Vale, Mrs. Vine,
Mrs. Splading, Mrs. Blake, Mrs. Waring, Mrs. Leach, Mrs.
Shearbum, Mrs. Pitchers, Mrs. Mead, Mrs. Marshall, Mrs.
Flint, Mrs. Wilson, Mrs. Tilman, Mrs. Marchant, Mrs.
Bryan, Mrs. Palmer, Mrs. Kemp, Mrs.,Simpson, Mrs. Part
ridge, Mrs. Courcha, Mrs. Lockyear, Dodie Lockyear, Mrs.
Hurley, Mrs. Barrett, Mrs. Cooper, Mrs. Tidy and Mrs.
Parker.
The evening started with a game where everybody had
a word pinned on her back. She had to find out what it
was and then find her other half. The sun found the moon,
whisky found soda and so on. Then tea. Then progressive
games at ten tables. This, as always, was very popular and
included the need for clever fingers as well as brains. The
most excitement seemed to come from Mrs. Osborne's
" feelies." Ten objects under a cloth which raised squeals
of horror and much puzzlement. Mrs. Read was much
teased on returning home to admit she failed to recognize
gin at the " smells " table.
The competitors worked very hard and all managed
to keep warm in spite of the cold north winds whistling
round the hut outside. We have since had several falls of
snow in Nicosia and wish Russia would keep her cold
winds to herself. The houses here are neither warm enough
iq winter, nor cool enough in summer, but in spring and
autumn; they are almost perfect.

RUGBY

FOOTBALL

This year it has been very difficult because of operation
commitments for the rugby team to play any of its fixtures,
in fact, on. only two occasions before the Army Cup could
the Battalion raise a side.
 Fortunately, however, a lull in operations coincided
with the return from leave of one or two stalwarts and
enabled the Battalion to turn out at full streftgth for the
Army Cup competition.
The first Army Cup game was played against the 3rd
Battalion Grenadier Guards. Last season we ran up a
large score against them, but this year they gave us a much
harder fight. A sharp rainstorm turned the ground into a
morass where keeping one's feet became the principal con
sideration. The ball with a heavy coating of mud grew to
twice its normal size and the players took a long time to
accustom themselves to the new conditions. While they
were doing so, the Grenadiers scored and the halftime
score was 3—0. In the second half the Battalion team
kept up sustained pressure and scored three times so that
the. fulltime score was 9—3 in our favour.
The second game was played against the Cyprus Signal

Regiment, who had one or two very dangerous backs.
Fortunately, the forwards gained an almost complete ascen
dancy over their opponents and the final score was 12—5 in
our favour. This score does NOT reflect our superiority,
but does show how bad our place kicking was since NOT
one of the four tries was converted.
In the semifinal of the competition we travelled to
Episkopi to play 37 Fd. Engr. Regiment, who have a con
siderable local reputation as game players. In this game
our opponents were unfortunate to lose a forward in the
first half, but although this may have had some bearing
on the score, the Battalion team played with such con
fidence that it can NOT have affected the result. The score
was 24—0 made up of three goals and three tries. For the
first time we had converted a try. 2/Lt. Holman was the
kicker.
The final was played against the Royal Welch Fusiliers
on the Locusts' Ground on February 21st. A large crowd
was present and the combined Bands played before the
match. The teams were introduced to the Deputy Gover
nor, Mr. G. E. Sinclair, C.M.G., O.B.E., and the match
was on,, with 1 R.W.K. determined to win this year. The
Royal Welch Fusiliers had decided to play much the same
sort of game that Wales played against England this season
and so keep the ball away from our more dangerous backs.
They almost suceeded. For the first twenty minutes they
pressed by playing down the touchline. Then from a set
scrum the ball came out quickly, the opening was made and .
Lt. Colgate scored behind the posts. Cpl. Lee converted the
try into a goal and 1 R.W.K. took the lead. Towards the
end of the first half a Welch forward went over from a
lineout for an unconverted try. The halftime score was
5—3. In the second half the Royal Welch Fusiliers again
pressed using the touchline, but as the half wore on we
became more rind more on top, opening up the game and
although we twice again crossed our opponent's line, both
tries were disallowed rind at the end after a hard fought,
but scrappy game, we were the winners by a goal to a try.
After the game the Cup and tankards were presented to
the team by the Deputy Governor. A photograph of the
team will appear in the next issue of the Q.O.G.
Team : Full back, 2/Lt. Holman, £'s, Lt. Colgate, Cpl.
Lee, L/Cpl. Newton, L/Cpl. Ocleton; Half backs, Capt.
Dodson, Pte. Tudor; Forwards, 2/Lt. Coles, Cpl. Hoff, Sgt.
Taylor, 2/Lt. Valpy, 2/Lt. Whitty, Pte. Burden, Sgt. Orsler,
Lt. Champion.
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BATTALION

The Commanding Officer's Page

Commencing with this edition, I am
going to write a page of notes each month.
I only hope that I shall keep it up.
I have three reasons for doing this.
Firstly, to draw attention (perhaps less
formally than elsewhere) to matters which
I consider to be of importance; secondly,
to report on Exercises, Meetings and other
events, which I attend, and which otherwise
you might not hear about and, lastly, to tell
 you about new developments, or plans for

the future.

Recruiting
In this first month of 1959, I must tell you that,
although we. are now making definite progress, we are still
not doing anything like well enough. Following are the final
figures for the year 1958:—
Enlistments
57
Discharges
23
Profit

34

The .volunteer strength of the Battalion, on 31st
December, 1958, was 184 (including 34 officers).
The figure of enlistments, above, taken as a percentage
of the Battalion strength at 1st January, 1958, is a most
encouraging one but, unhappily, the net figure is not so
good. It does show quite clearly, however, that there are
recruits to be got—and get them we must; and not only get
them—but keep them as well.
Recruiting is our No. 1 Priority for 1959 and I want
everyone who reads these notes to take a personal share
in the responsibility of enlarging our Battalion." I can
assure you that you will get all possible help and encourage
ment from Battalion Headquarters.
We must have, at least, 250 O.R.s by 31st December.
It is a challenge to us all.

Mr. E. Rogers, B.E.M.

On 24th January, after some 50 years of service in and
for the Regiment, Mr. Rogers retired. It is a proud
record:
"For 22\ years he was a regular soldier; for 10£
years a Territorial; for the remainder of his. time he
was with Home Guard and Cadet Battalions. For
the last 29 years he has been on the staff of the K.T.
and A;F.A.—for 16 years as a Caretaker and for 13
years as a rangewarden.
In these last years he has also been a stay and prop
to this Battalion in many and varied ways. There are
few of us who will not be the poorer by his retirement.
In the last few days, he has received many tributes—
from the Colonel of the Regiment, the Secretary of
the K.T. and A.F.A. and from many others. I am
glad to be able to add mine, here, on behalf of the
Battalion.
We wish Mr. Rogers and Mrs. Rogers a long and
happy retirement and ask them to accept our grateful
thanks for all they have done for us, for so many
years."

NEWS FROM COMPANIES
"H.Q." COMPANY
The main social event of the month of January ,was
our Children's Party. This, however, has already beqn
fully reported in last month's news letter so we can shift
the gaze of our readers from the social to the training
activities of the Company.
On Sunday 18th we all sallied forth to Pippingford
Park, Crowborough, intent on holding motorcycle trials
on a course which had been cunningly designed and laid
out by W.O. Cheseman (R.E.M.E.) and his satyrs.
The Robbie Burns centenary having only just passed
we can reasonably borrow one of his remarks to the effect
that " the bestlaid plans of mice and men gang oft aglee; "
In this instance, the course was laid out at a time when
frosty weather and frozen ground made the negotiations of
the obstacles a practical proposition. True to its tradition
of unreliability however, the weather changed, the tempera
ture became positively tropical (well—sort of!) and the
motorcyclists slithered and wallowed in mud and tiny
streams until they, and their machines were  liberally
plastered.
Morale however was, to some extent, restored by a
delicious stew, compounded by Cpls. Burgess and Locke, in
a witches cauldron around which circled chief witch
" Corky " with his magic incantation, " More carrdts in the
stew! ! "
The Signals Platoon also took part in the training (arid
the eating) and sets were manned at a firstaid post and at
the various obstacles by Jeff Sales, Ken Passey, Porky
Rogers and Mickey Finn.
Reporters and photographers from the "Kent and
Sussex Courier " were welcome visitors who, judging by the
favourable tone of their subsequent article, could riot have
witnessed the extortion so successfully practiced by Sgt.
Johnson as he toured the area with a large glass jar
demanding "all your coppers" for the Children's Party.

Results of the Motor-Cycle Trials

1 2
3
4 5
Posn.
Pte. Sharp
10 5 10 10 5=40+40=80
7th
Pte. Kemp
2 3
5
5 1 =16 + 30=46
1st
Pte. Barton
3 2
5 10 0=20+35=55
5th
L/Cpl. Allcorn 5 2
5
5 0=17+32=49 2nd
Cpl. Adams
2 0
5 10 1 =18+35=53
4th
Sgt. Ebbs
5 0 10
5 5=25+40=65
6th
Maj. Bobby
5 0
5.5 1 =16+35=51
3rd
Also welcome were Mrs. Bobby, Mrs. CalverJones
and Christopher Bobby, who braved the mud and wet in
order to watch the training (or was it to watch their men
folk!).
The FirstAid Competition has again reared its head
and the first phase, the interCompany bout, was held here
on 1st February. Our team consisting of Capt. Calver
Jones, Sgts. Sales and Passey, Cpl. Adams and Pte. Kemp
(with stalwart C/Sgt. Mew as a first reserve) was again
blessed with success—the results being as follows:—
H.Q. Coy
Ill pts.
" C " Coy
95 pts.
" A " Coy
73* pts.
" D " Coy
69 pts.
Sp. Coy
66 pts.
" B " Coy.
64 pts.
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The team results were made up as follows:—

Pte. Kemp
Cpl. Adams
Sgt. Passey
Capt. CalverJones
Sgt. Sales

....

Total individual scores
Team Task Scores . . . .
Totals

Score
17
16
14
14
13
74
37
11

Points
lost

H.P.S.

26
13

100

39

150

50

The Company team will, however, not compete in the
subsequent stages of the competition but will be replaced
by a composite team made up of those with the best
individual scores (chosen irrespective of their Company).
The hoary old sentimentalist who pens these lines
enjoys a bit of romance and is interested to hear that our
Kemp has been inquiring about marriage allowance.
Eavesdropper.

SUPPORT COMPANY
On the 17th/18th January the Company held a map
reading exercise on Romney Marsh under Lt. Cyster. In
true T.A. tradition it was based on a very pleasant pub
called the Royal Oak. The Company was divided into
groups of two and were dropped at various points about 8
miles from base and then had to find their actual position
and their way back to Coy. H.Q. Sgt. Wake and Boy
Hicken were the first to arrive and had allcorrect answers
to the questionnaire they had to complete en route.
We would like to recommend the Royal Oak to other
Companies as it sleeps eighteen people at a push and is in
an area where the locals get lost even before opening time !
In the .22 Postal Shoot we did very well and we are
the best Company in the Battalion so far.
We held a Sten and Pistol Shoot on our own range on
Sunday, 7th February. This was most enjoyable as we had
not done it before as a Company and some members had
not even fired the sten. C.S.M. Fox had the best score and
Lt. Cyster was second and Capt. Ogilvie third. Cpl. Phipps
cooked us a very fine Sunday lunch and we would like to
thank him for his efforts.
Finally, we would like to welcome our new recruit
Boy Brett and also to congratulate Pte. Tizard on his recent
marriage and we wish him and Mrs. Tizard every happiness.
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However well our own team may do in the competi
tion (result may be seen elsewhere in these notes) we feel
we have all profited greatly from the firstaid training this
month, although judging by certain remarks it has given
certain members of the Company a few ideas as to how to
deal with awkward relatives (who mentioned mothersin
law?).
Other training was not neglected and in particular
Weapon Training seems to be in vogue this year as a sub
ject of instruction by subalterns—oh, well it's original any
way ! !
This month we are glad to welcome Pte. Hawkes to the
fold. We have found he is somewhat knowledgeable in the
firstaid field—thrice welcome at this time.
As far as next month is concerned we look forward to
another of our own Company exercises—this time on our
role as a Company in Civil Defence. For certain lucky
(?) and highly select personnel there will also be, we hear,
an exercise similar to the fabulous Rhino Trek of last year.
Stop Press
We must congratulate Pte. Hawkes of very able leader
ship of the Company FirstAid team on February 1st
although we gather he was working under extreme penalties
from the rest of the team.

" C " COMPANY
Evening training started on 6th January after the
Christmas Holidays and we have steadily progressed along
the Lessons detailed upon the Company Office wall chart.
This does not mean that we are going round the bend or
that we are going up the wall; it means that, in spite of fog,
rain, snow, home firesides and wives we are carrying out
the training as laid down by higher command—and what
is more we are actually recording what we have done. At
the end of the year some gentleman will find they have
simply masses of Rifle Lessons 1 and 2 to get through.
Sunday 18th saw us leaving Sevenoaks for Speldhurst
Road 25yard Range where all ranks had plenty of practice
firing Sten—and filling mags by hand. We then went to
Crowborough West Camp where we easily found our way
to the R.V. for Tiffin—we only had to follow the dense
rolling cloud of smoke to find Sgt. Rump and Pte. Chap
man who were trying to brew up ! In spite of this smoke
screen the tea tasted good and afterwards we alternated be
tween learnerdriver instruction—C.S.M. Jones has gained
the reputation of being the timid recruits' nightmare in a

" A thing of beauty is a joy for ever "

wear a distinctive

" B " COY.
We started the New Year with a very full training
programme. In view of the Battalion competition at the
beginning of February, the greatest priority was given to
firstaid training and included a complete day's concen
trated effort under the watchful eye of Mr. Bugg and his
two able assistants from the St. John Ambulance Brigade.
We are very grateful to them for giving us so much of their
valuable time and advice and are glad that they have agreed
to accept a FirstAid Box which we intend to obtain and
keep stocked for them, in recognition of their extremely
fine voluntary service to us and to the community as a
whole.

BLAZER BADGE

Made entirely BY HAND to the approved Regimental design, in
finest quality gold and silver wire and silks, to last you for years.
We supply on neutral dark navy/black cloth, or on your own
DETACHED pocket (blazers must not be sent).
THE ROYAL
WEST KENT BADGE COSTS FORTY SHILLINGS, POST PAID.
Despatched within seven days from receipt of remittance, subject
to immediate refund if you are in any way dissatisfied with our
craftsmanship.
REGIMENTAL
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PARKINSON
SILVER
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1ton truck—and Map Reading. The latter was somewhat
curtailed owing to visibility being about 50 yards ! We re
turned to Coy. H.Q., Sevenoaks, at about 1730 hours
having enjoyed a good day's training.
C.S.M. Baker, our gallant and hardworking P.S.I., has
now moved into the T.A. Centre House and we are very
glad to see him thus on the job ! Rumour has it that he
has had a Vickers mounted in his front bedroom window
to deal with any I.R.A. paying a visit to borrow arms ! We
also extend a welcome to Mrs. Baker and the children.
Sgt. L. Rump has taken over the Club Bar from Mr.
Rogers and already is a familiar sight opening the Smith's
Crisps ! ! We are very grateful to him for his help and
also to Mr. Leavens who often steps into the breach when
Sgt. Rump is fog (?) bound at the other end of Kent.
We congratulate the Company FirstAid Team on get
ting second place in the Battalion FirstAid Competition—
trained mainly by Sgt. Ebbs and Pte. Atkinson. They met
with a lot of difficulties during their training—mainly be
cause of weather and individuals widely spread home loca
tions. Sgt. Ebbs and Pte. Atkinson have been chosen for
the Battalion Team in the Bde. Competition.
We are pleased to hear that C/Sgt. S. A. Wood is get
ting on well in Sevenoaks Hospital—where he is under
strict observation for some " tummy " trouble. We hope
they haven't found his brewingup kit under his bed—nor
his Club Rations under his pillow ! ! We wish him well
and visit him from time to time. He hopes soon to be back
with us. We hear more news of him from his son, who
has recently joined us as a Recruit, news of which has
escaped mention up until now.
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We have now published our Spring Training pro
gramme and it would appear that there are going to be
many wives on their own for many Sundays during
February and March. However, we hope they will bear
with us a little longer.
Corunna Dinner
The main social event of the month was the Corunna
Dinner. The great success of this event last year led us to
repeat it, this time the date chosen actually falling on the
150th Anniversary of the Battle.
In order to be able to accept larger numbers than we
can accommodate at Avebury Avenue, with some mis
givings, we moved the venue to St. John's Road, by kind
permission of the Kent Yeomanry Workshops, R.E.M.E.
The misgivings were no reflection on the R.E.M.E., who
were indeed most kind and helpful, but on account of the
great problems of decoration involved. The scheme
eventually carried out by the Q.M. and his staff, ably
assisted by our caretaker, Mr. May, was quite an engineer
ing feat, quite apart from anything else. One feature was
an arrangement of signal flags lent by the R.N. Signals
School, Chatham, lt read "Well done 50th, etc." A
former Naval Officer among the guests assured us that this
in fact is what it did read and not " Blow you Jack, I'm
alright " or anything even less complimentary.
The occasion is one which gives members an oppor
tunity of entertaining their private guests; with the greater
space available it was also pleasant to be joined by quite a
number of Honorary Members and their guests as well.
That there weren't more was due to the inclemency of the
weather.
Since it was also the occasion for diningin our
Honorary Colonel the presence of both past and serving
members of the Battalion was particularly appropriate. We
were particularly pleased that the Colonel of the Regiment
and Lady Oliver were able to spare the time to be present
with us.
The Band of The Queen's Own Cameron Highlanders
played for us during dinner and for dancing afterwards.
Their spirited display of Highland dancing during the inter
val was an unexpected bonus to the entertainment and
much enjoyed by everyone.
Battle Honours, World War II
TAUNGTHA, Burma, 1945.
As the Battle Honour story will really be covered by
last and next months, we felt that the Burma Campaign
had better have a rest this month.
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enthusiasm and energy. Most of the credit for this goes
to Cpls. Edwards and Wrigley, team organisers and
lecturers on psychological warfare.
The 1st XI had a dingdong semifinal against our old
rivals, The Buffs. Played at Canterbury, there was no
score after two periods of extra time, and in the replay
here on 1st February we won 1—0 after a fast game in
which our forwards excelled themselves. Special mention
must be made of the good work done by Capt. Craven,
2Lt. Evers and Pte. Wade in this respect, and by Lt.
Butler at centrehalf.
¥ ITTLE of note has occurred this month and so one is
able to devote the notes to personalities rather than
events.

Now we play Depot, Royal Sussex, in the final on
11th March. In the meantime we lose half our team on
posting ! It's a hockey officer's nightmare.

At the very start of the month, the Commanding
Officer, stricken with remorse over the very kind report
on the Annual Administrative Inspection, fled to Bagshot
Park for a threeday retreat conducted by the Staff of the
Depot of the Royal Army Chaplain's Department. He
returned refreshed and a confirmed nonsmoker. However,
while it must be admitted that he remains as urbane as
ever, Messrs. Rowntree must be highly gratified by the
phenomenal increase in sales of their fruit gums.

Training Company

While all this was going on, Captains Abplanalp and
Fletcher perspired profusely over their Staff/ Promotion
Examination. Both returned from Clapham and Shorn
cliffe, rcpectively, steeped in gloom and certain of their
fete. Meanwhile Lt. Butler and O.C. Depot, O.C. Trg. Coy.,
Imprest Holder, P.M.C. and all the rest of it ! He has
now gone to Norway on a threeweek exchange au pair
which should be sufficient reward for his hard labour.
Birds of passage this month included Captain Leigh
and Newall, en route for the 1st Battalion in Cyprus. We
wish them both a happy tour there.
There has been a tremendous turnover of National
Service permanent staff. We welcome the following to
our establishment and hope that they will enjoy serving
here :
Ptes. Livett and Hollamby, Officers' Mess Staff; Pte.
Jones, Q.M.'s Clerk; Pte. Tubbs. Post Orderly; Pte. Jordan,
Orderly Room Clerk; Pte. Rumbold, Regimental Police;
Pte. CcoDer, Bugleless bugler.
Pte. Cooper, nominally a bugler, lives like the mole
in the current popular song in a hole, but this one is
under the cookhouse and labelled target stores. Apart
from looking after C.S.M. Wilde's reeking motor cycle
which is housed there, he also keeps the lecture room and
information centre clean and warm. Congratulations are
due to the following on their well deserved promotion:
L.Cpl. Hilis, to Cpl. (Trg. Coy.); L.Cpl. Silverside;
L.Cpl. Wrigley, to Cpl. (Orderly Room); Pte. Steele, to
L.Cpl. (Orderly Room).

Hockey
Great news this month. For the first time ever we
have produced two elevens on a Wednesday afternoon.
Whilst the 1st XI has been battling its way to the final of
the District Minor Units' Cup, the 2nd has been playing
the normal fixtures. They lost against R.A.F., West Mailing,
by 2 goals to 1, and against Pay and Records Office, Royal
Marines, by 3—1. However, the results are not important.
The main thing is that 11 more players have been discovered
and what they lack in experience they make up for in

We are in the middle of a March heat wave.
Thermometers have recorded temperatures of well over 60
degrees and recruits are perspiring freely on the drill square.
Even Sgt. Potts' voice has been enhanced with the merry
music of spring. Eager recruits look forward to their
turn of Guard Duty, for sunrise over Maidstone is a sight
well worth seeing.
Cpl. Smallwood, our amateur
ornithologist, is equipping himself with binoculars,
cameras and telescopes as he prepares for the return of the
birds. The general picture is one of genial happiness; the
hardships of drab civilian life are forgotten as the recruit
enjoys the luxury of his majestic Army surroundings. The
' Old Soldiers ' of the Permanent Staff envy the new recruit
who is at the brink of his two years in the Army and
Cpl. Wallis is often heard remarking to his colleagues that
all good things must come to an end sometime, even one's
National Service.
Sobraon and Alma Pl.s are already worthy of the high
standards achieved by Sgts. Martin and Potts. Sobraon
has won the Struggle Ball, Soccer, Tugo£War and Cross
country. In fact they are a sporty lot, as indeed they should
be with those kings of sportsmen, Cpls. Wilders and Silver
side. to assist with their training. Not to be outdone, Alma
PI. have won the Small Bore Shooting competition, and
they argue that this is far more important than all Sobraon
PL's victories put together.
On Friday, March 6th, we have an " At Home," when
recruits put on a show for parents, relatives and girl friends.
Usually, however, the girl friends put on their own show
for the members of the Depot Permanent Staff and in
particular for Pte. 1 Cassanova ' Primarolo, who celebrates
the occasion by leaning starry eyed out of the window of
his telephone exchange.
On Thursday, March 5th, we welcome Inkerman and
Sevastopol Pl.s and the whole vicious circle begins again
Oh dear — roll on Easter !
Character Sketch — 23392112 Cpl. Edwards, A. V.
Cpl. Albert Edwards ('Jim' to his friends and
' stretch ' to his enemies) has been at the Depot for 21
months. After finishing his training he was employed in
the Messing Office and he has done nothing but mess,
around ever since.
Jim Edwards is exceptionally tall, exceptionally
slender and rather good looking (after he has shaved. He
has the type of figure that one imagines would look well in
Cavaliers uniform, fighting with sword for crown and
country.
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In fact, Jim may not be an expert with the sword,
but: he is a marksman on the Light Machine Gun, a feat
which he accomplished after two previous attempts.
Rumour has it that an interesting situation arose during
the P.S. Annual Range Classification last year. With only
the rapid shoot left, Cpl. Edwards still needed over 50 points
to clinch his marksman's badge. When the scores were
checked, he was found to have a maximum of 60 points
while the person firing on the next target, already an
established first class shot, had not managed to score a
point. Perhaps this was just a coincidence, but Cpl.
Edwards is often teased by his colleagues, especially when
he boasts of his shooting ability !
Cpl. Edwards is a jack of all trades and according to
himself, master of them all ! Besides his job as messing
N.C.O., he has also held the following positions: —
(a) N.C.O. i/c Dressing of Permanent Staff Muster
Parades.
(b) N.C.O. i/c Collection of Haircut Money.
(c) N.C.O. i/c Sweeping Top Corridor of Crimea
Block.
(d) N.C.O. i/c Collection of Cpls. Mess Fees.
(e) Captain of the Depot's Reserve Hockey Team.
All these jobs he has taken in his stride and one must
realise that he has an exceptionally long stride !
Among his qualities must surely rank his prowess as
a sportsman. One is at liberty to think that the ancient
Greeks, the founders of the Olympic Games, so proud of
their athletic prowess, would have welcomed Cpl. Edwards
into their austere company. He may possibly have carried
off the laurels, for he is for every carrying off something,
even if it is only the C.S.M.'s ruler ! Jim is an excellent
badminton player, a god crosscountry runner, a more than
average tennis player, a gallant hockey player, a game
footballer, but, alas, a none too brilliant cricketer. The
latter Ts probably one of his very few sore points. Depot
personnel are often ribbing him about his attempts at
acquiring, a place in the Depot cricket side. He admits
that it was the proudest moment of his life when he scored
a run while playing for the messing staff against the Depot
side last summer.
On May 7th, 1959, Jim gets demobbed. On May 9th
he. sails for Stockholm, where he will spend the summer
months. Intermingled with the excitement of sailing for
new shores comes also the disappointment of leaving
England with those traditional ho t summers when the
emphasis is largely on cricket. He will doubtless miss, the
smell of newlymown grass and the sounds of leather upon
willow and the thud of the ball against the boundary fence.
It is rumoured among members of the Cpls. Mess that
Jim has been attending special winter coaching nets at the
local Y.M.C.A. under the pretext of playing badminton.
Cpl. Edwards is undoubtedly one of the Depot
characters.
His personality fairly sparkles in the Cpls.
Mess, displaying typical charm and humour. He is one of
those" are people who can get on well with anyone and at
any time. He can change even the normally impassive
face of Cpl. Miles to laughter with one of his witticisms.
A member of the Office Staff Brigade (often known as the
" Hangers On ") he is a special favourite of Sgt. Jackson
in the Pay Office, for whom he collects haircut money.
Cowden Clark in his translation of Chaucer's Prologue
to the Canterbury Tales, describes the Knight as " a

worshipper from his youth of chivalrous and all gallant
deeds, a lover of truth and honour, frankness and courtesy."
How well that description might fit Cpl. Edwards !
We wish him all the best in Sweden.
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We've just read about a rich Kentucky hillbilly who
set up a trust fund for his wife. Only catch is she can't
touch a cent of it until she reaches 14.
$

$

$

Bartender: " What'll it be?"
Customer: " Something tall, cold and full of gin."
D r u n k : " Sir, you are referring t o the girl I Love."
$

$

$

$

" What happened to your waterproof, shockproof,
rustproof, unbreakable antimagnetic watch?"
" I lost it."
$

$

$

$

Doctor: "Your trouble is hydropsy—too much water
in your sytem."
Advertising man: " It must have been the ice."
$

$

.$

$

Speaker: " I have lived in this town for 35 years and
I'm proud to say that I haven't been in one of the 35
saloons along Main Street."
Voice from the audience: "Which one?"
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HERE was a very good attendance at our meeting held
at The Cranbourn.e on 27th February. We had our
Chairman absent due to illness, and a letter from him
stating fog had kept him away from our January meeting.
There was also a letter from our President, MajorGeneral
A. Riddell, regretting absence.
As our ViceChairman was not on time, 1 was asked
to take the Chair, and this 1 did, rounding up my col
leagues in the bar with, " Come on lads, get up them stairs,
I'm iu charge ! "
With the exception of the Chairman, all office bearers,
Tom Briddock, our Secretary, Percy Hallett, Treasurer,
Timber Marchant, Welfare, and Trefor Thomas, Vice
Chairman, were present and we opened at approximately
8.30 p.m.
We were pleased to see Col. J. M. Haycraft with us
again, Lt.Cols. C. S. Durtnell, BoothTucker and H. D.
Chaplin, who informs me his leg is now recovered; also
Lt.Col. Pink, our Cadets representative.
We had among our veterans Arthur Edwards, Harry
Freeman, Alf Toms and Tom Vidler, our Chelsea Pensioner,
who is always able to keep me up to date with reference to
Douglas Burrows. Like many others, both Douglas and
Mrs. Burrows have been stricken with 'flu and we hope
they are now fully recovered.
Mrs. Elson, Mrs. Cox, Mrs. Parry, Mrs. Fenwick, Mrs.
Silk was our complement of ladies. Harry Elson was not
quite fit enough to be with us, but we were all pleased to
hear he is well on the way to recovery and if the weather
remains as at 27th February, this will greatly assist.
News of our other sick members, with the exception
of Dick Blackham, was far better than of late. Robert
Wilks, who has been; in hospital, is much better, and news
of Bunny Hare is that he, too, hopes to come along to a
meeting soon.
Gunboat Smith, our Bromley friend, is still not out of
the wood, and we send him our wishes for better health.
Dick Blackham does not improve, and Timber's visits to
him on our behalf cannot, unfortunately, bring him better
health. We are, however, hoping to assist Mrs. Blackham
in kind, and the Committee will arrange this.
It was very nice to see both our new members, " Lucy "
Tite, Phil Digby and also Fred Bagust, at the meeting. I
hope we shall be counting these among our regulars. 1
know " Lucy " wants to meet Charles Dumbrell, so if you
are reading this Charles, 1 hope you don't turn up on " Good
Friday," the meeting is on the 19th. but as this will be in
print by then, you were warned im February !
All our usual members were with us, and once more
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Major Kemp was able to attend. He always has news of
somebody or other when he attends and this month was no
exception. He had been along to see Bob Sivers in Mill
bank, and the latter is now out of his plaster cast and
recovered. We understand both he and Mrs. Sivers, always
very welcome members of our branch, will be paying us a
visit at our next meeting. We look forward to meeting you
both again.
Few of our members realise how much we owe to Len
Remfrey for so many of our members, arranged through
the good offices of Bob Sivers, who was one such, when
the latter was Q.M. of the 2nd. Bn. Although Len seems to
have dropped out of P. and P. life, there is not one of us
who would not welcome him with open arms should he pop
in. You have had two years' rest, Len,, what about Chair
man for 195960? Some people wonder still what is going
to happen when the "merge" takes place. I think it will
make very little difference to our little parties. We will
still keep up our own meetings and probably keep our own
titles, after all, we are not serving.
We must, on the occasion of the A.G.M., have every
thing cleared up to everyone's satisfaction. So, in advance,
get your pens and papers ready, set down your questions,
give them to me in April and I will then have them trans
ferred as a questionnaire, send them to our President, who
can, in his spare time (and in his job he should have pleuty
of that ! !), very kindly prepare the answers for the A.G.M.,
and thereby satsify all you wallahs who seem to be so
perturbed. I feel sure I can count on our President in this
matter.
With a smart rap on the table with old gavel the meet
ing opened with the minutes of the previous meeting being
read by Tom Briddock. There was one query on these,
Arthur Edwards asking the " result" of the minute men
tioning the gift of £3 3s. 0d. to our Secretary and Treasurer.
The Secretary had forgotten to mention the fact that both
he and the Treasurer had refused the gift, with thanks !
Honour was satisfied and we proceeded to read corres
pondence.
Two letters I have mentioned. There was also one
from General Dennis Talbot, who wrote thanking the
Branch for our congratulations on his appointment, and
mentioning that both Col. A. K. Grant and Lt.Col. P. H.
Macklin had dined at his H.Q. When will we get a visit
from this Col. P. H. Macklin ? I cannot say, but I fear
he must be getting old. Strange, he used to dive all over
the field when he had a hockey stick in his hand, but the
old energy seems to have deserted him. Must be this Nor
folk air I expect ! Too restful. How about it Colonel ?
Col. Grant will show you the way ! ! Many than.ks for
your mail, General Talbot. Oh, Col. D. W. Jackson, also
a London member, will be joining the General's staff soon.
Hope their conferences bring in a last Friday in the month
sometimes.
One from George Cockell, " I Wuzz Thayre " of the
Bromley Branch, thanking us for our attendance at Brom
ley and giving us the date of our next meeting at Bromley,
thej 18th. April. I hope all my last month's competitors will
turn up again. Most of them were at this meeting, Messrs.
John Newton, John Teare, Charles Lewis, who hope to
get a Dancing Bronze Medal in the very near future to add
to his other trophies, Alf Whelan^ Jack Hunt, Harry Lofts,
Len Shuffle, Bandy Waller, all in good form.
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There was a letter from the gentleman who had sent
a previous request in the same vein, i.e., requesting us to
give him the name of a suitable clerical man, for a job in
the wharves at £10 per week, with chances of extra for
overtime. Scruff Boughton was not present, or we might
have been able to glean more information. However, there
was one applicant, our Mr. Smith, who was given particu
lars. Nice to know these things. At one time Len Remfrey
was able to place quite a few in line for such jobs, always
useful.
One letter which was handed to me long after the
meeting was over, and then only by pure luck, through my
asking our host, Mr. Reilly, whether we were sure of our
booking for 19th March. Opening the page of his booking
list he found the letter ! So much for that. If members
do write to us, please write to the Secretary's address, to
write to the "pub" means it's lucky if we get it, as our
worthy host has other things to occupy his time.
This letter was from Mr. C. Buckle, who a few years
ago came along to two or three of our meetings. He
stated he intended to come to this one, but it would appear
to have been held up. He has taken over a large pub,
" The White Swan," in; Coleman Street, E.C.2, which he
states, is five minutes from Cannon Street. His object is to
give us the opportunity of using this place as a H.Q. for
our meetings, and this must be brought up next time we
get together. We have always been well looked after at
the Cranbourne. It's true we have been relegated to the
basement once or twice, but that was in the days of the
previous landlord. We must, however, give Mr. Buckle's
application a hearing and it will be debated on its merits.
Those who know London, Coleman Street runs parallel
with Moorgate, on the* Guildhall Side, and ends at London;
Wall, not quite as central as Leicester Square perhaps, but
very accessible.
There was very little A.O.B. The usual Q. and A.
banter, and then followed Timber's report on his visits, for
which he was profoundly thanked. I have often written
about his good deeds, and on this occasion I was able to
thank him from the Chair. He deserves all the praise he
gets. The Bromley Gettogether was mentioned and no
doubt quite a number will be going there the day following
our meeting on 19th March.

move without request and I cannot remember hearing of
one.
Glad to know that besides Bob Sivers, Roddy Fyler is
now recovered and back at work and that Capt. Abplanalp
is back at the grindstone also. I note, too, that Col.
" Crocus " Andrews, despite all his hard work as a brick
layer and plasterer and surely the last is well named, Col.
Crocus has become a R.O.IH. Well, well ! !
We have n.ot managed to get Col. O. M. Fry along
here yet, since I left the service, but seeing a letter in the
Q.O.G. reminds me it's about time he came home and
showed up here. So pop along Colonel. Don't trouble to
bring any films and you know the scribe of the London
Branch well enough to turn out on the last Friday of any
month you are in town.
Even these notes we scribes write form part of a nice
little history all our own. The Editor told us the " Kent
Messenger" had been printing our journal since 1896.
Col. Charles Chaplin took out his notebook and showed the
Editor that we had a fire in 1896 and the " Kent Messenger "
took over in; 1897. One really has to be careful when our
Regimental History scribe is about ! !
In part of Timber's report he mentioned Col. Booth
Tucker's appointment at Barkingside, and hoped that it
could be made possible for a number of us to visit the
Children's Section of The Barnardo Homes where the
Colonel resides. The latter made it quite clear we would
be made very welcome and it is hoped that the Committee
will fix a time and date for this visit in our next two
meetings, as we shall have to kn.ow numbers wanting to
go and arrange dates, once numbers are known.
'Twas very strange, that talking to Arthur Edwards
after the meeting, he had not realised until our chat, why
I chose my pseudonym. Caused him to burst into laughter
—wondering why he had not " caught on " before.
No doubt this fine weather we are having will help
along our invalids, to whom the branch sends very good
wishes and hopes to see you soon—so. get well.
The Spider.

Although not as keen a reader of the Battalion cor
respondence as I was when scribing for the various com
panies in which I served. I do like reading contemporary
branches' notes, and I have followed correspondence with
keen interest the last couple of months, from R.O.R.. whom
I have always accepted (knowing the initials of most of our
officers, again with whom I served) as being of Capt. R. O.
Russell, M.C., of H.Q. Coy., etc.. of the 1 s}t Battalion
between wars. Wonder if I'm right? " Chirby" as all
the troops knew him in my day, although he may not have
known the nickname, was held in, great awe by all W.O.'s,
N.C.O.'s and men alike, an.d if anybody wanted the best
help in a Court Martial—get "Chirby " Russell they would
say.

Meanwhile, perhaps, we can cast our minds back to
Spoil Bank in March, 1917, and conjure up a few mental
pictures of the area that we knew so well and of the folk
who were there with us. " Comings and Goings " might
well be the feature of our memories, for we always seemed
to be coming and going at Spoil Bank; and so did our
personnel, what with casualties and courses, promotions,
secondings and attachments.

It's amazing how much comes from the pen of R.O.R..
although he writes only once or twice a year and 1 feel
sure, many besides myself, enjoy these articles, which are
so beneficial to those whom he mentions from time to
time, his contemporaries of the days about which he
describes so well. I wish he would ask the London Branch
for support in his campaign for the " window." Wc cannot

It was the almost usual setup : Col. Corfe in Com
mand; Maj. Beadle Second i/c; Capt. Puttiek in the
Adjutancy; and dear old Goulds round the corner in the
R.S.M.'s dugout; the runners alt "Seldom Inn"; the
signallers at E. Esses Two Nine; the Canadian Tunnellers
just along the duckboards and the F.O.O.'s on top. And
the Yeomen and the Cockneys now well integrated into a

11th

(LEWISHAM)

BATTALION

TTHE A.G.M. will be over by the time this is in print,
but copy has to be in early in the month, so the report
must await the April issue.
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pretty good and highly moraled battalion; A in Old French
Trench with "Babe" Henderson; B in 0.41 under Wright;
C in 0.38 with Reg. Maltby, and D in Lock House under
Capt. Fraser. To say nothing of the cooks, etc., in Arundel
House. Happy days ! . . . almost.
Fenton, Cooksey and Donnet had just rejoined us.
Poor Fenton was killed soon afterwards in the June 14th
show. Dear Old Donnet must be a great age now if
still alive. We've never seen him at any O.C.A. reunions,
but many would love to pull his leg again as of old.
Cooksey, with us in the Association's early days, seems to
have dropped out of the fold — perhaps any of our
members who know his whereabouts could bring him
back.
Capt. Stallard, too, joined us in March, 1917, when he
forsook the comfort of the A.P.M.'s Office for the
discomforts of a most uncomfortable part of the line.
No doubt Donald Dean will remember the 7th, for
he got a " blighty" that day, although the circumstances
escape the memory now; Glover got one on the 12th; and
Aylett on the 24th. Glover is another with whom we have
unfortunately lost touch and Aylett never seems to have
been on our list of members.
But very much more should we like to have news of
and contact with " The Babe," who during the month we
are recalling fell sick and was away from us for a short
time.
Butcher and Bill Toomer among the N.C.O.s of the
period were temporarily struck off the strength — the
former wounded, and the latter sick. Both are still active in
the Association, we are pleased to say and after all these
42 years Bill Toomer is doing a fine job amongst our sick
and needy. Most of us will also call to mind Sgt. Finch,
the Master Cook who left us, sick, while we were in for
almost our last spell at Spoil Bank.
The " highlight" (if such it may be called) of the
month was the enemy raid on the night of the 24th oil
0.41, " B " Coy.'s sector of the front line. Never were
so many " minnies" fired by so many Germans for so
long. They properly pulped 0.41 and 0.38 and much
of Estaminet Lane; and undid all the hard work we had
put in on Norfolk Road and "Corfe Castle." Old Kent
Road never was much of a trench, but the top end of it
was, as at times before, virtually unrecognisable.
Poor " B " Coy. (Capt. Wright) took the knock, of
course, mostly, but they came out of it pretty well and the
Boche did not get the prisoner he must have hoped for.
" B " can thank Wright and Sgt. Levitt that they did not
have many more casualties. Yes, it was a hectic night and
a pretty sorry sight met our eyes when daylight came. In
fact, the damage never really got wholly repaired before
we finally vacated that familiar set of trenches early the
next month.
R.O.R.
The annual meeting of the Association was held at the
" Skinner's Arms," Cannon Street, E.C., on Thursday, the
12th March. Mr. Arthur Buddell, O.B.E., M.C., was in the
Chair and he was supported by Col. D. J. Dean. V.C., and
other VicePresidents.
Major A. J. Jimenez, M.C., was unanimously relected
President. There was no change in the various positions,
except that Mr. S. H. Lewis was elected a VicePresiden.t,

Mr. B. J. Leary was elected to the Committee in place of
Mr. H. Meacock, and Mr. Arthur Buddell very kindly
agreed to fill the position of Hon. Assistant Secretary, which
was vacated by Mr. Lewis.
In the past it had been the custom to appoint a new
Chairman and ViceChairman each year, but in view of the
fact that the Stained Glass Window project had not been
completed, Mr. A Buddell and Mr. D. A. Kemp kindly
assen.ted to again occupy these respective positions for the
ensuing year.
It was very satisfactory to see a much larger atten
dance at the annual meeting, which was most encouraging
to the Committee.
The Chairman laid before the meeting the proposed
scheme for the installation of Stained Glass Windows at
St. Laurence Church, Catford, upon which there was con
siderable discussion and am amended plan was agreed on
the completion of the project.
L.W.D.

BROMLEY

BRANCH

Our A.G.M., held on 31st January, proved to be very
low in the number of members present. Maybe it was due
to the fact that so many attended the games tourney, that
they had not quite recovered their exchequer ! This much
is certain, illness was to account for several absentees. In
the absence of the Chairman, ViceChairman and Acting
Chairman, the Chair was taken by the President, Maj.
Leslie Pyrke. The various formalities having been gone
through, came the time for the
Election of Officers
Owing to his continued indisposition, Mr. A. V.
(Gunboat) Smith did not wish his name to go forward for
the posts of Chairman and Treasurer. In these circum
stances two names were submitted for that of Chairman,
viz., those of Mr. R. F. Wilks and Mr. W. D. Phillips. On
the vote being taken, Mr. Wilks was elected by a 'short
head.' Mr. Phillips was elected as ViceChairman.
Approached by the President, Mr. H. Woolnough said
he was prepared to take over the Treasurer's position and
he was accordingly elected. There being no other names
forthcoming, Mr. G. H. Cockcll was again vested as Hon.
Secretary. We have no committee, but those in office have
power to coopt willing members to assist as occasion
demands. We have a Minute to this effect. Mr. George
Lefley being willing, it was arranged for him to carry out
whatever raffles were run.
Games Tourney
Our games tourney versus London Branch proved to
be a very interesting evening. Although Bromley were
boosted by members of the B.N.S. Club, it is sad to relate
that we suffered a defeat of 2—1 in all three types of
games, viz.: Darts, Snooker and Cribbage. There was
plenty of fun, with many asides, and everybody seemed to
enjoy their evening. At the conclusion of the games,
Capt. B. J. Finnie, M.C., President and Chairman of the
B.N.S. Club, and also an Honorary Member of Bromley
Branch, called for order and made a speech appropriate to
the occasion and welcomed the members of the London
Branch and their ladies, of whom there were quite a number.
After a few well chosen words, he introduced Maj. C.
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Bruce, who was responsible for the London teams, and he
in turn said what an entertaining evening it had been.
He expressed grateful thanks to the Bromley Branch, who
together with the Management and Members of the B.N.S.
Club, had entertained them so royally. We congratulate
them on winning. A return match has been arranged for
Saturday, April 18th, with 'London' as the hosts, when
we hope to come out a " little bit better, but not battered,"
During the evening sandwiches, etc., were dispensed.
Of the Home Counties Brigade
It is interesting to note that of the six Regiments
comprising the Home Counties Brigade, these have covered,
including the U.K., no fewer than 18 Areas and Stations,
some having returned for a third time to specific places,
since 1950. Europe, Mediterranean area, Middle East,
North Africa and Far East. It is well said, ' Join the Army
and see the World.' The soldier of today should think
himself fortunate compared with those of yesteryear, when
Regiments remained in one Station for as long as seven
years without change. A little excitement would have
worked wonders with the ' old sweat' in those far olf days.
Cyprus
Without involving myself in any political wrangle, I am
glad that the Cyprus emergency is drawing to its close and
that our lads of the 1st Bn. The Queen's Own will soon
be restored to their Homeland, is the fervent wish of
Iwuzz Thayre.

TONBRIDGE

AND

TUNBRIDGE

WELLS

Our meeting night, and Ladies' night, with once again
fog.
In spite of this we had a good attendance and spent
a very happy evening.
The usual business of committee being disposed of.
the members gathered on the miniature range where,
under the chairmanship of Major N. S. C. Elmslie, we
welcomed members of the Home Guard whom we chal
lenged to a shoot. We should have known better. They
got down to business and showed us they were ready to
shoot down the enemy at any time.
The only redeeming feature was that our old friend
Jack Breadcn. M.B.E., made the lop score of the evening
and thereby softened the blow.
The Battle over, all members and friends repaired to
the Sergeants' Mess where we joined the ladies and entered
into the spirit of the social evening.
During the evening when about 40 members and
friends were present, the chairman read a letter from
MajorGeneral D. E. B. Talbot, C .B.E., D.S.O., M.C.,
Deputy Colonel of the Regiment, in which he thanked all
members of the Branch for their kind message of good
wishes and congratulations. He said he hoped very much
to be able to look in some time and meet old friends.
Before the evening broke up it was confirmed that the
Branch would pay a visit to the Tulip Fields on, or about
the 25th April. We shall hope that as many members as
possible, with their friends, will come along and enjoy
the show.

CHATHAM

BRANCH

The February Meeting at the Hare and Hounds,
Rochester, under the Chairmanship of S. L. Thompson,
resulted in a mediocre attendance—opened at 8 p.m. with
the Silent Tribute.
Apologies were received on behalf of Major Brothers
and Messrs. Empett, Shaw and Salt.
Minutes of 5th January, and Treasurers' Report were
dealt with.
A suggestion that a Derby Draw be organised was
approved arid the Treasurer agreed to undertake this task.
It was decided to discuss the future of the Rifle Club
at the March meeting.
The monthly Draw was won by Alf Tapp.
Meeting closed at 8.50 p.m.
The March meeting was better attended but we have
room for quite a few more.
Apologies received from Messrs. Empett and Shaw.
The Branch was pleased to welcome Major Brothers
after his recent illness.
Correspondence was read from HQ re E. Payne.
A letter from Pilkington in Canada enclosing a gift
to be rattled at some future date.
Owing to lack of support for the Riile Club the con
tinuation was discussed. There being no prospect of better
support Major Pa ice was asked to obtain a purchase price
for the rifles.
The President thanked members through the Chairman
for the welcome back.
He had also had a letter from Pilkington with some
coloured photos which were passed round.
The Draw was won by Aif Taylor.
Meeting closed at 8.32 p.m.
G. ANCHORS,

Branch Correspondent.

CATFORD

AND

DISTRICT

I have just received official confirmation of the date
for our annual St. George's Day Parade, which will be
Sunday, April 26th, at St. George's Church, Forest Hill,
S.E.23.
Refreshments will be laid on after the parade at our
Branch Headquarters.
R. A. FIELDER.

tal.

" 1 just heard about your husband being in the hospi
What happened?"
" It's his knee. 1 found a blonde on it."
JJ.

V

«*

" My husband sees a line of dots before his eyes."
"That's nothing to worry about."
" Oh, yes, it is. He tries to sign his name on it,"
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THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT (50th and 97th)
" Quo Fas et Gloria ducunt." The Sphinx superscribed " Egypt."
The White Horse of Kent with motto "Invicta."
"Vimiera," "Corunna," "Almarez," "Vittoria," "Pyrenees," "Nive,"
"Orthes," "Peninsula,"
"Punniar,"
"Moodkee,"
"Ferozeshah," "Aliwal,"
"Sobraon,"
"Alma,"
"Inkcrman," Sevastopol," "Lucknow," "New Zealand," "Egypt, 1882,"
"Nile, 188485," "South Africa, 190002" "Afghanistan, 1919."
The Great War—18 Battalions.—" M o n s , " "Le Cateau," "Retreat from Mons," "Marne, 1914," "Aisne, 1914," "La Bassee, 1914,"
"Messines, 1914, '17" "Ypres, 1914, '15, '17, '18," "Hill 60," "Gravenstafel," "St. Julien," "Frezenberg," "Loos."
"Somme, 1916 '18," "Albert, 1916, '18," "Bazentin," "Delville
Wood," "Poziers," "Guillemont," "FlersCourcelotte,"
"Morval," "Thiepval," "Le Transloy," "Ancre Heights," "Ancre, 1916, '18," "Arras, 1917, '18," "Vimy, 1917," "Scarpe, 1917,"
"Oppy," "Pilcken," "Langemarck, 1917," Menin Road," "Polygon Wood," "Broodseinde," "Passchendaele," "Cambrai,
1917, '18" "St. Quentin," "Rosieres," "Avre," "Villers Bretonneux," "Lys," "Hazebrouck," "Kemmel," "Ameins," "Bpaume,
1918," "Hindenburg Line," "Epehy," "Canal du Nord," "St. Quentin Canal." "Courtrai," "Selle," "Sambre," "France and
Flanders, 191418," "Italy, 191718," "Suvla," "Landing at Suvla," "Scimitar Hill," "Gallipoli, 1915," "Rumani," "Egypt,
i91516," "Gaza," "El Mughar," "Jerusalem," "Jericho," "Tell 'Asur," "Palestine, 191718," "Defence of Kut el Amara,"
"Sharqat," "Mesopotamia, 1^1518."
Second World War—"Defence of The Escaut," "Foret de Nieppe," "NorthWest Europe, 1940," "Alam el Haifa," "El Alamein,"
"Djebel Abiod," "Djebel Azzag, 1942," "Oued Zarga," "Djebel Ang," "Medjez Plain," "Longstop Hill, 1943," "Si Abdallah," "North
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the Regiment: MajorGeneral D. E. B. Talbot, C. B.E., D.S.O., M.C.

LIEUTENANT-COLONEL
Names
Flint, A. J. M„ M.B.E.

SHORT SERVICE OFFICERS

OFFICERS

1 R.W.K.

MAJORS
Names
Trumper, J. M. S. W.
Duffield, G. W

Mil. Record Office, Ghana.
Welfare Officer, M.P. and D.P.,
Shepton Mallet.
39 Indep. Inf. Bde., N. Ireland.

Marsh, H. W

CAPTAINS

MAJORS
Read, M. R., M.C
Bailey, J. D. B
Archer, M. G. M., M.C.
Rickcord, M. B
Turner, P. R. H
Dowse, R. K
Gwilliam, D. H., M.B.E.
Brock, J. H
Manners, D. C. J
Waring, H. B. H., M.B.E
Eason, J. A., T.D
Elgood, P. N
Crumplin, W. C. D.
Weymouth, G. U„ M.B.E
Willis, C. F„ M.B.E., T.D
Roper, I. H., M.C. . .
Scull, D. S
Macmiilan, I. A
Woodman, E. G., M.C
Ambrose, W. G. R. ...
Ruffell, D
Blum, D. E
Franklin, A. W
Winstanley, R. G.

(T/Lt.Col.) Muscat Forces.
War Office.
Depot Holdee.
Range Control, A.A.T.C., Sennelager.
H.Q. Western Comd.
M.D.C., T.C., Millom.
(Bt. Lt.Col.) 1 R.W.K.
4/5 R.W.K.
(T/Lt.Col.) H.Q., Eastern Comd.
1 R.W.K.
Inf. Junior Leaders' Bn.
1 R.W.K.
J.P.S.—War Office.
Depot, R.W.K.
H.Q., B.A.O.R.
4 Malay.
G.L. Sec., Hong Kong.
1 R.W.K.
2 Fed. Inf. Bde., Malaya.
H.Q. B.A.O.R.
R.C.B., Westbury.
5 Malay.
H.Q., 70 Inf. Bde., Kenya.
Staff College, Brussels.

LIEUTENANTS

Depot, R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
H.Q., Cyprus Dist.
A.S.P.T.. Aldershot.
1 R.W.K.
12 Liaison Fit. A.A C.
1 R.W.K.
Depot, R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
Depot Holdee.
1 R.W.K.
2 Ghana.
1 R.W.K.
Depot Holdee.
Forces.
Fed. Malaya Mi
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.

B.E

(A/Capt.)
J.S.A.T.C., Hendon.
Att. I Green Howards.
1 R.W.K.

Hallsall, A. C. L. .
Furlonger, B.
Hallidie, N. A. .
Colgate, T.K. . . .

2nd LIEUTENANTS
Clinch, M. J
Archer, M
Andrews, A. J

' R.W.K.
Ghana Regt.
Ghana Regt.

QUARTERMASTER
Cook, E. S., M.B.E

(Maj.) 6 K.A.R.

4th/5th

CAPTAINS
Abplanalp, V. C
Osborne, E. C. S.
Shearburn, S. R. O'R
Clarke, C. S. ...
Campbell, D. P. I.
Nicholls, R. W. G
Dodson, K
Fletcher, J. S . . . .
Goodwin, P. J. . . .
Norton, J. D. . . .
Lygo, J. R
Leigh, P. S., M.C.
Woolstencroft, D. H
Craven, C. E. . . .
Neve, R. W., M.C
Wood, W. R. . .
Tcrver, C. L.
Newall, M. R. M

1 1 K.A.R.
P.S.O.
Depot Holdee.
H.Q., 2 T.A.F.

D.C.M.

Russell, H. C., M.C.
Fitzpatrick, J. N.
Mannering, L. A.
Dinsdale, J. W.

A.F.D., Aldershot.
3 Para.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
Depot, R.W.K.
Att. Airborne Forces Depot.
R.M.C.S., Shrivenham.
1 R.W.K.
A.D.C., G.O.C., E. Anglian Dist.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.

2nd
Holman, J. C.
Whitty, R. H.

LIEUTENANT-COLONEL

MAJORS

QUARTERMASTERS
Blake, A. G., M.B.E.
Stephens, S. V.
Grubb. J. E., M.B.E.
Hoggart, E. J. W. .

(Mai.) 1 R.W.K.
(Capt.) Depot, R.W.K.
(Lt.) H.O., Home Counties Dist.
(Lt.) 4/5 R.W.K.

Large, J. L.
Marchant, P. N.
Pennells, H. D. A.

Meyrick, K. C., T.D.
Bobby, F. J.
Coath, T. C.
Wood, D. W. J., T.D.

CAPTAINS
Ogilvie, J. B.
Clemence, M. J.
Watson, K. E.

Newman, B. J.
CalverJones, J.
Duggan, H. R.
Innes, C. A.

SUBALTERNS
Horton, R. J.
macLachlan, S.
Gregory, M. K.
Sutton, J. D.
Cyster, P. L.
Parslow, J. P.
Burrell, G. K.
Curtis, D. R.

Smith, J. C. C. j.
Young, R. N.
George, P. M. J.
Maw, N. N. G.
Pedgrift, G. E.
Parker, R. K.
Fraser, C. G.
MorleyJacob, P. J.
Nyren, M. V.

ATTACHED

Capt. J. A. Barlas, R.A.M.C. (T.A.) Lt. R. P. Gilbert, R.A.P.C. (T.A.)

NATIONAL

LIEUTENANTS
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.

T.D.

Waring, A. R. H., T.D.

LIEUTENANTS
Pybus, I. D.
Heatly, A. F.
Durtnell, R. J
""aylor, E. A.
Butler, C. D. B
Langhorne, J.
Hiscock, P. .
Cleaver, G. F.
Smith, M. J.
Champion, C. G
Pearce, N. C.

BATTALION

Honorary Colonel : Lt.Col. G. E. L. Pardington, M.B.E.,

Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.

D.
K.
S.
R.
R.
P.

SERVICE

M. Turner
Canned
E. Coningham
D. Wallace
A. Crane
G. Birch

REGULAR

OFFICERS

Lt. T. J. B. Locker
Lt. R. C. Robertson
2/Lt. P. J. S. Furneaux
2/Lt. R. W. SheltonAgar
2/Lt. W. G. Leckie

PERMANENT

Trq. Major and Adjt.—
Major J. H. Brock.

STAFF

Q.M. (Lt.) E. J. W. Hoggart
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^Editorial

W

ITH the approach of the amalgamation between our
selves and The Buffs (Royal East Kent Regiment),
it was decided to send a message from the Regiment to
His Majesty King Frederik IX of Denmark, Colonelin
Chief The Buffs, on the occasion of his birthday.
The Colonel of the Regiment has received the fol
lowing message in reply :—
" His Majesty King Frederik IX of Denmark
has commanded me to bring you and all ranks
The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment his
Majesty's very best thanks for your kind birthday
greetings."
*
*
*
*
Amalgamation
It may be of interest to know that the 1st Battalion
is due home in October this year. It is hoped that they
will be stationed in Shorncliffe.
The Regimental Depot will continue to function until
the Spring of 1961, when the Amalgamated Depot will
open in Howe Barracks, Canterbury, by which time it is
hoped that the Amalgamated Headquarters of the New
Regiment will be established in Maidstone.
*
*
*
*
Alliances—Amalgamated Regiments
Her Majesty The Queen has approved a proposal that
alliances which existed before amalgamation should be
renewed with the New Regiment.
After amalgamation the following Regiments will be
affiliated to the New Regiment: —
3rd Infantry Battalion (The Werriwa Regiment)
Australian Military Forces.
The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada
The Canadian Army.
The Royal New Brunswick Regiment (Carlcton &
York).
The Essex and Kent Scottish Regiment
The Canadian Army.
The Canterbury Regiment
New Zealand Military Forces.

+

Social and Personal
The first name in the Colonel of the Regiment's book
this month is Major D. H. St. Croix, who is employed by
Scandinavian Airways. We believe we are correct in stating
that he has flown across the North Pole on at least two
occasions.
Next on the list is Lt.Col. Arthur Howe, whose roots
are so deeply embedded in Maidstone that he has now
returned to his old roost and old friends, having found
that Seddlescombe was much too isolated.
Welcome home, Arthur!
The Royal Sussex Regiment figures in the next entry.
M. R. Tarver, Esq., of that Regiment, signed on reporting
for temporary duty at our Depot. He is a brother of
Charles, who is in Cyprus with the 50th, and a son of
Major General Tarver, who is shaping our destinies in the
Supreme Allied Headquarters in France.

C. B. Bateman has just flown in from Cyprus and will
be appointed to the Depot Staff when his leave period has
expired.
He was followed by Richard Neve who is on leave.
James B. Coles and David Evers signed off a few days
ago. The latter is going to Oxford in the Autumn.
That car outside the Officers' Mess with the index
letters 456 belonged to Ronnie Mines. Unfortunately the
Editor, plus the Museum Curator, were both off on duty
at the time of his arrival.
Ronnie is now a Clerical Officer in the London County
Council. He assured me however, he is in no way respon
sible for their misdeeds or triumphs (if any). He promises
to be present at the Dinner at the United Service Club on
8th May, when he hopes to meet his old comrades in arms.
We have at long last managed to trace Major H. W.
Clarke. He is apparently farming in Kenya at a height of
8,200 feet, he gees on to say (pioneering would be nearer
to the mark, but in a very beautiful piece of Africa.
Major Peter Crook, who served with the 1st Battalion
in Malaya and Germany. He is a Royal Fusilier. He
wishes to be remembered to all those members of the 1st
Battalion with whom he soldiered.

SEVENTH

BATTALION

REUNION

DINNER

All members of the Seventh Battalion from both wars
are cordially invited by the Committee to attend the next
Reunion Dinner. This will take place on Saturday, 30th
May, at the Bridge House Hotel, London Bridge. Anyone
not already on the mailing list for the periodic Seventh
Battalion Newsletter, and interested both in this latter pub
lication and the Dinner should write at once to either
Major E. Goodman, 51, Southwood Road, London, S.E.9,
or to Mr. T. Shepherd, 492, Downham Way, Bromley,
Kent.
f

OBITUARY
LT.COL. J. C. PARKER
Lt.Col. Jack Charles Parker joined the Regiment in
1900 after serving in the Hampshire Regiment Militia for
18 months during which period he served in South Africa
with the 2nd Battalion Hampshire Regiment.
He served with The West African Frontier Force from
23rd January, 1901, to 24th April, 1904, and again from
25st January, 1908, until 30th December, 1912. He took
part in several operations in Nigeria.
He served in 6 R.W.K. in 1915 and commanded our
8th (S) Battalion in France for over two years. He also
commanded 13 London Regiment 191718.
He served with the 1st Battalion in India until he
finally retired in 1922.
Lt.Col. Parker was the uncle of Major R. E. Moss.
MR. A. V. SMITH
is with profound regret that I have to record the death
of one of our members, Mr. Albert V. Smith, of the
Bromley Branch of the Past and Present Association of the
Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment. Popularly known
to his intimates and throughout the Bromley and District
as " Gunboat" (after the original Gunboat Smith), he died
at Farnborough Hospital on Tuesday, 24th March, after
a long and painful illness, borne with fortitude and with
out complaint, for the greater part of the time at his home

F
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at 12, Gladwell Road, Bromley. His interment at Plaistow
Cemetery, apart from his widow and immediate family,
was attended by many of his friends and former comrades,
who came to pay their last respects to departed merit. The
Branch Standard, duly draped, met the cortege at the
cemetery gates and was carried by Mr. G. H. Cockell, and
escorted by Mr. R. F. Wilks and Mr. W. D. Phillips, secre
tary, chairman and vicechairman respectively. It was laid
on the Chapel altar during the funeral service, which was
conducted by the Rev. W. Trevor Rees, Vicar of St. An
drews, Burnt Ash Lane. After the service, the sad proces
sion, now accompanied by eight of his former comrades
beside the hearse, was led to the last resting place, where
he was committed. At the precise moment, at the head of
the grave, the Standard was reverently dipped as a last
farewell salute to a former and much respected comrade.
Capt. B. J. Finnie, M.C. (late Royal Fusiliers) represented
the British Legion and Bromley United Services' Club, who
dropped a few Flanders Poppies on the coffin before leaving.
Lt.Col. C. S. Durlnell, O.B.E., represented the Regiment,
Sgt. G. Pace the 4/5 Battalion, The Queen's Own, and
members of Bromley, Catford and District and London
Branches were present. The floral tributes, numbering over
30, and outside his family circle, were from Bromley Branch,
London Branch and Regimental Branch of the Past and
Present Association, 1 /5th Battalion Reunion Committee,
British Legion, Bill and Harry, Jim and Mabel, C. (Topper)
Brown, Stan Lewis, Mr. and Mrs. Lefiey, Mr. and Mrs.
Wilks, — Hollingsworth, Mrs. V. O. Robinson, Mr. and
Mrs. Cockell and Major and Mrs. Pyrke.
Originally enlisting at East Street, Bromley, on the out
break of War in August, 1914, he trained with the 5th Bat
talion " The Queen's Own," which sailed for India in
October of that year and afterwards served in Mesopotamia
with it, from where he was invalided through illness, back
to India. Restored to health he returned to Mesopotamia
and after the cessation of hostilities returned home in
1920. On the reforming of the Territorial Force, now to
be known as the Territorial Army, he at once joined up and
remained with the 5th Battalion until early 1939, taking
his discharge as a sergeant. He thereupon joined the T.A.
Reserve and was embodied at the outbreak of war, 1939,
serving at Woolwich Arsenal, Croydon and Clapham Junc
tion, in neither case no safe place from bombing. For a
period he also served as an instructor at the Regimental
Depot at Maidstone under the eagle eye of Major (now
Lt.Col, retired) A. A. Eason. At the time of his dis
charge he held the rank of Warrant Officer Class II.
In the branch, of which he was chiefly instrumental
in reforming, he had held the posts of chairman, secretary,
treasurer and vicechairman.
He held the 191418 General Service and Victory
medals and the 193945 Medal, Defence and Territorial
Efficiency medals.
As a boxer he was very successful and helped promote
many match meetings at the Drill Hall, which were atten
ded by quite a number of notable people. He also played
hockey, football and cricket and one might say he was a
general athlete. His generosity knew no bounds and to use
a hackneyed phrase, often gave until it hurt.
We all deplore his passing, lor another of his calibre
would be hard to find.
Major Leslie Pyrke, President of the Bromley Branch

of the Past and Present Association, personally conducted
the funeral.
Our deepest sympathy is extended to Mrs. Smith and
her family and relations in their sad bereavement.

DEATHS
GORHAM.—The death took place on November 18th,
1958, at Thurnham, near Maidstone, of Mr. W. W.
Gorham, late of the Regiment.
HILLS.—At Maidstone on 9th March, 1959, the death look
place cf Mr. E. G. Hills, late R.W.K.
PAGE.—At Salisbury, on 17th March, 1959, Mr. William
Page, in his 98th year.
MCCARTHY.—On his 90th Birthday at his residence, Mr.
Eugene (Dan) McCarthy. He was buried on 6th
March, 1959, at Leytonstone.
KING.—At the age of 71, Mr. T. J. King (Dodger) at
Brixton, S.W.9.
[Ed.—It is regretted that the information given above is
very brief but other details are not available.]

FORTHCOMING

EVENTS

May 8th—At Home, Savoy Hotel. Regimental Dinner,
United Service Club.
May 11th—Brigade Golf Meeting, Hendon Golf Club.
July 10th—Regimental Golf Meeting, Wrotham Heath.
July 22nd, 23rd, 25th, and 27ln—Maidstone Cricket Week.
July 26th—21st Annual Reunion.

LETTERS

TO

THE

EDITOR

Dear Eason,
Thank you for putting in your November number my
suggestions about sending Christmas cards. I am afraid,
however, I did not make it clear that this applied more
particularly to people in England sending cards abroad, as
the few hours from arrival in Malaya to delivery at addres
sees' homes are sufficient to dampen the gum and stick it
very firmly to whatever it is touching, which frequently
ruins the card. Statistics show that November, December
and January are the rainiest months out here, though on
the whole the seasons and weather generally are as unpre
dictable as in U.K. Last Christmas marked the end of a
drought; there was a little rain on the day itself, in the
afternoon, and not much more until the beginning of
March, since when we have been really damp all the time.
So much for statistics 1
In the middle of February, on my way to work one
morning, I happened to notice Brigadier Fyler (our D.A.G.)
striding vigorously from his palatial mansion, to his equally
palatial office. I thought to myself : (i) I haven't seen him
for a long time; (ii) doesn't he look fit and well 1 That
morning my January Q.O.G. arrived and the first thing I
noticed was : " Brigadier Roddy Fyler . . . is in hospital in
London . . ." Not your fault, of course; entirely mine for
not keeping my ear to the ground.
I should like to express my gratitude for the intensely
interesting Home Counties Brigade Letters, and the illus
tration of the badge and button. A pity Canterbury is so
far from Woking 1 (let alone Singapore 1).
With best wishes for the future,
Yours very sincerely,
L. J. HOLMAN.
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Dear Mr. Editor,
" THE SPIDER "—LONDON BRANCH

May I, through you, thank The Spider for his kind
references in his notes in the March Q.O.G.?
But he must be mixing me up with another of my
clan, for, although 1 was at various times with the 7th, 8th,
9th, 10th, and llth Battalions, I never had the honour of
serving with the 1st. Nor can I lay claim to the charming
nickname of " Chirby," although I had my quota of nick
names, both flattering and otherwise. As to Courts Martial,
I never attended in the role of Advocate—it was my lot
on three occasions to sit as a member and they are not
occasions that I care to call to mind.
We are gratified by his Branch's interest in the
" window " and he will have heard today from our Chair
man, Arthur Buddell, who is handling the appeal, with an
invitation to come in on the scheme.
All success to him and his virile Branch.
Yours sincerely,
R. O. RUSSELL (CAPT.)

[Editor.—I fear " The Spider " is confusing Captain R. O.
Russell with Lt.Col. " Frank " Russell, who served with the
1st Battalion in India in the early 20's, and is now living
in Cornwall].

Dear Sir,
On reading the London Branch correspondence in the
March issue of the Queen's Own Gazette, I noticed an
article written, about Captain Russell.
I am afraid the writer has got mixed up with our Capt.
F. Russell of the 1st Battalion, whom I had the honour of
serving under for the most part of my 1st Battalion sol
diering.
Capt. F. Russell, if you remember, had a lot to do with
the final arrangements of the 1st Battalion History of World
War I.
I do hope Major C. Bruce will not think it too bold of
me for putting him on the right track, and I hope to meet
him soon at the London Branch meetin.g.
Yours truly,
HENRY K. LAFFERTY.
(Late 1st Battalion).

cyclist—which, of course, shocked him quite a bit. How
ever, he recovered quite well until the recent 'flu epidemic
finally laid him low. Like so many other old folk he could
not defeat that.
He must have been one of the very few survivors of
the 1884 Campaign.
Yours truly,
A. C. BROWNING.
[Ed.—Details of Mr. Page's Services were published in 1954
in the December issue of The Queen's Own Gazette, page
318].
4

PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS
Extracts from London Gazette
REGULAR ARMY
Maj. (Qr.Mr.) A. E. Sivers, M.B.E., M.M. (356880) having
exceeded retiring age is placed on retired pay 14th
March, 1959.
Major D. Monckton, M.C., T.D. (88481) retires on retired
pay 1st April, 1959. (Reserve Liability).
Major V. Dover, M.C. (113514) retires on retired pay 1st
April, 1959. (Reserve Liability).
Regular Army Reserve of Officers
National Service List
2/Lt. S. R. Burrell (453152) to be Lt. 16th August, 1958.
Lt. W. G. Calcutt (449132) from A.E. Reserve of Officers
N.S. List to be Lt. 5th February, 1959, retaining his
present seniority.
TERRITORIAL ARMY
Capt. E. J. Pritchard (417516) resigns his commission 8th
February, 1959.
4

BERTRAND STEWART PRIZE ESSAY
COMPETITION, 1959
PRIZE
Closing Date:

Dear Sir,
1 am writing to let you know Eugene McCarthy, late
of the Queen's Own died on his 90th Birthday. He was
buried on Friday, 6th March, 1959, at St. Patrick's
Cemetery, Leytonstone.
He was known in the Regiment as Dan. He was the
trainer of our boxer's, Baker Darley, Jack Sheppard, etc.
Yours faithfully,
P. W. WALKER.

Dear Colonel,
I thought you might like to have tidings of my Uncle
William Page—about whom we corresponded a few years
ago.
1 regret to inform you that he died on the 17th March
at Salisbury—in his 98th year. I quite thought he would be
a centenarian. He had kept remarkably fit and well until
last November when he was knocked over by a pedal

£80

22nd June, 1959

Subject
"As a nation we have to be prepared for cold war,
limited war and global war. In each case the individual
soldier is the same, and in one if not two of the cases we
will be involved in an exchange of nuclear weapons.
Though we have always had training problems in preparing
men for warfare in environments different from their own,
the preparation of the soldier for the unknown quality of
nuclear war will be an infinitely greater problem than
equipping the townsmen for the jungle. It is likely to need
psychology as well as military instruction.
Moreover, recently it has been said that some of our
methods are out of date (e.g., drill to instil discipline) as a
different kind of soldier will be needed on the nuclear
battlefield.
Discuss these problems from the Regimental officer's
point of view and give your views as to how they can best
be met."
General conditions for this essay competition are con
tained in ACI 3/1959.
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BATTLE HONOURS OF THE QUEEN'S OWN
SOMME, 1916

O

NE of the Battle Honours awarded to the Regiment
for the first World War was "SOMME 1916, '18."
This article deals with Ihe 1916 period, which began on
July 1st and went on until winter brought operations to
a close in November. Six battalions of The Queen's Own
took part—the 1st, 6th, 7th, 8th, IOth, and llth. Some of
these (notably the 7th), having lost perhaps 350 casualties
in an action, returned to the battle again and yet again.
This was possible because their reinforcements were given
intensive battletraining during the periods out of the line.
In an article of this scope it is only possible to outline
a few of the actions in which the Queen's Own battalions
fought.
The main German position was some two miles north
of the River Somme. It consisted of two defensive systems,
in each of which were several lines of trenches with deep
dugouts and elaborate wire obstacles. The woods and
villages were veritable fortresses. The whole area bristled
with machine guns.
The direction of the Allied attack was east and north.
The French on the right struck eastwards. In the centre the
British advanced northwards through Montauban to Flers.
On the left the British attacked eastwards against Ovillers
La Boiselje and Thiepval.
Trones Wood
The only battalion of The Queen's Own to be engaged
on July 1st was the 7th (LieutenantColonel J. T.
TwistletonWykehamFiennes). 18th Division, to which
it belonged, was one of the formations that attacked
northwards. By nightfall a firm grip had been secured on
the ridge west of Montauban. A week later the Germans
in this sector retired to their second system of defence.
In this operation the 7th had 180 casualties.
When 18th Division returned to the battle, progress
had been made in clearing the area between the first and
second defence systems. East of Montauban our troops
were in the southern end of Trones Wood. The task of
capturing the wood, which was a maze of strong points,
was given to the 7th Battalion.
The attack began at 7 p.m. on July 13th. There was
much confused fighting in the wood. When groups from
A, B, and C Companies, under Captain E. S. Holland,
reached a light railway which ran through the centre of it,
they found that some Germans were behind them. So they
dug in along the railway and held on, although constantly
attacked from the rear.
Meanwhile the Adjutant, Captain P. N. Anstruther,
had collected scattered parties of the battalion. He placed
about 100 men with six Lewis guns along the eastern edge
of the wood and, pushing north with the rest, established
three posts near the apex. The Germans counterattacked
vigorously. But all groups of The Queen's Own held their
ground, Corporal W. Chapman being conspicuous with
his Lewis gun. At 6 a.m. two other units swept northwards
through the wood and forced the Germans out. As they
bolted they made good targets for the Lewis gunners on the

eastern edge. Casualties in the battalion were some 200
all told. Captain Anstruther was awarded the D.S.O.,
Corporal Chapman the D.C.M., and 12 others the M.M.
Ovillers La Boiselle
On July 3rd the 6th Battalion (LieutenantColonel C. S.
Owen, R.W.F.) fought a severe action near Ovillers La
Boiselle. The brigade to which it belonged—the 37th Bri
gade of 12th Division—was ordered to capture two salients
in the German line. Because of belts of wire, the salient
which the 6th was to attack had to be assaulted frontally.
It was still dark when the barrage lifted and A and C
Companies dashed forward. Although met by machine
gun fire, they reached the German front line and began to
clear the dugouts. When B and D—the second wave of
the attack—arrived, the barrage had already lifted from the
German support trench, and these companies went into
a hail of bullets. 2nd Lieutenant H. Latimer sped ahead,
stood on the German parapet and urged his men on. He
was shot through the head. His gallantry was in vain. B
and D failed to reach their objective.
A and C were now cut off from reinforcements by the
hostile fire which swept No Man's Land. Several parties
tried to reach them with ammunition but were stopped by
the deadly fire. Casualties in the trench mounted, for the
parados gave little protection. Before long there were only
enough troops to man the two ends. The few survivors
were dislodged at 7 a.m. Cf the 617 of the battalion who
had gone into action, 375 were casualties.
High Wood
For the penetration of the second defence system in the
south the 5th Division, which included the 1st Battalion
(LieutenantColonel H. D. BuchananDunlop), was brought
down from Arras. On July 22nd the division's objective
was a trench dug through the northern end of High Wood.
As a preliminary the battalion was to capture a trench to
the east of the wood. This iay 400 yards ahead over the
crest of a slope.
At 10 p.m. A and B Companies advanced up the slope
almost without a casualty. But when they topped the
crest, machine gun fire from High Wood caught them in
flank. Many men fell, and the objective was reached only
at two points. Although they were counterattacked several
times, the troops at these two points held on for nearly
four hours. After they had been withdrawn to the start
line, Corporal G. E. Hatch, who was in charge of the
stretcherbearers, went out and. moving from shellhole to
shellhole, rescued nearly 50 of the wounded before he
himself was hit. He was awarded the D.C.M. There were
some 400 casualties in the battalion.
Delville Wood
Another division which took up the struggle was the
24lh. In it was the 8th Battalion, which reached the
Trones Wood area at the end of July. On August 30th
orders came for it to move north to Delville Wood. As
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LieutenantColonel J. C. Parker was sick, Major N. I.
Whitty was in command.
The 8th's first day in Delville Wood coincided with
a German counterattack. Soon after breakfast the enemy's
guns opened fire and continued firing for five hours. There
were so many casualties in the front trenches that A and
B Companies had to be reinforced by two platoons of D.
When the bombardment ceased, the Germans could be seen
assembling some 500 yards away. The troops waited until
they began to advance and then opened fire with such good
effect that the attackers were stopped abruptly.
In the evening the Germans made a second attempt.
As before, they were beaten off by A and B Companies,
but they gained a footing in the frontage of the unit on the
left. To prevent this lodgement from being enlarged, 2nd
Lieutenant E. G. Brown threw back B Company's left and
held on till a counterattack drove the Germans out next
day. When the battalion was withdrawn on September
5th, it had lost over 300 casualties, including 94 killed.
The Tank Attack at Flers
The 10th and llth Battalions made their debut in
offensive warfare in the attack on Flers on September 15th.
The llth was the supporting battalion in the 122nd Brigade
of 41st Division; the 10th was in reserve with the 123rd
Brigade. It was in this operation that tanks were first used.
The attack went well at first. The machine gun fire
from the tanks caused many Germans to surrender, and
Flers was soon taken. Here, C.S.M.s J. D. Hayley and
C. F. Judge of the llth, with the aid of a few men, cap
tured a large number of prisoners. It was also through
their leadership that some trenches just beyond Flers were
occupied and held. Owing to faulty organisation, touch
had been lost between the forward troops and those in the
rear, so that when the Germans began to bombard Flers
some troops, thinking that they were unsupported, fell
back. Many of them were rallied by LieutenantColonel
A. F. Townshend (the C.O. of the llth) until he was
mortally wounded. Captain Jiminez, the Adjutant, then
took these men forward to a trench short of Flers, where
they remained till the 122nd .Brigade was withdrawn.
Flers was never reoccupied by the Germans, for the group
of the llth remained in advance of it until relieved.
Casualties in the battalion were nearly 350. C.S.M.s Hayley
and Judge received the M.C.
Although the 10th Battalion was employed only in
consolidation, it had several casualties from shellfire.
Among those wounded was LieutenantColonel A. Wood
Martyn.
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a time therefore, B Company's left flank was " in the air."
But A came up and, thus reinforced. Captain C. W. R.
Knight was able to sieze the whole of the battalion's
objective. Conspicuous in this task were 2nd Lieutenant
H. G. Dix, who took a grenade party up the trench; Private
W. Keleher, who led a rush across the open and got into
the trench farther along; and Corporal A. Coleman, who
did splendid work with his grenades. Many of the garri
son of Desire Trench were shot down as they tried to
escape. Captain Knight and 2nd Lieutenant Dix received
the M.C., and Corporal Chapman and Private Keleher the
D.C.M.
This attack was the last offensive action on the Somme
in 1916.
H.D.C.

REGIMENTAL

CAR

BADGES

The badge is made of heavily chromeplated metal with
the cap badge set in a background of the Regimental
Colours in vitreous enamel.

Desire Trench
The capture of Flers enabled the British to resume
their attack on the left. 18th Division, now on that flank,
took Thiepval and went on to attack the Schwaben
Redoubt, a work 1,000 yards north of the town. There,
during a week of the most arduous fighting, the 7th
Battalion lost nearly 300 casualties.
Thus depleted, the 7th was called upon to attack again
on November 18th. Its objective was part of Desire
Trench, about a mile northeast of Thiepval. The ground
was white with snow, for wet weather had changed to frost.
The attack began at 6.10 a.m. The right forward com
pany, B, reached and occupied its part of the trench. D
Company on the left lost direction, pressed on past the
objective and was cut off by a German counterattack. For

The cost is 26/9 post free.—Apply to The Editor,
" Queen's Own Gazette," Regimental Headquarters, The
Barracks, Maidstone.
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A R C H has been a
r e l a t i v e l y quiet
month and there is not a
great deal to record. With
the Cyprus Agreement, all
operations have virtually
ceased and readjustment
of ideas and activities is in
progress.
The Battalion
have been the Brigade
Duty Battalion with a res
ponsibility for providing
one standby company in
the Old City of Nicosia,
but in spite of National
festivities and general adu
lation and celebration, of
EOKA's "famous a n d
legendary victory," there
have been no incidents
which have required any
action on our part.

There has, of course, been no victory and the present
solution has arisen as a result of brilliant and swift diplo
matic action by the British, Greek an.d Turkish Govern
ments. Amnesties and the release of detainees are natural
and logical consequencies of such agreements and if the
future plans for Cyprus are to be successful, the past must
be forgotten and every effort made by all communities to
build up towards a successful future.
Nevertheless it is very difficult for the average soldier
to relish the fact that " wanted men," for whom he has
been searching for months, on, long and arduous operations,
are openly wearing EOKA berets and uniform and being
treated as heroes by the local population. The glorification
of " Uncle George " Grivas now that he has left the Island
is also hard to stomach, when one remembers Mrs. Cutcliffe
and Sgt. Hammond. As there is considerable provocation
of troops in, the main towns by young and irresponsible
Greek Cypriot hooligans, considerable credit is due to the
men of the Battalion who have managed to steer clear of
unpleasant incidents in the last few weeks.
These problems are inevitable for a short time, but
during that period patience must prevail, as there are
tremendous problems to be sorted out before final Indepen
dence in February, 1960.
The weather is now getting much warmer and the
bathing season is starting. With the cessation of operations
and restrictions generally, the prospect of being able to
swim in various parts of the Island other than protected
(and crowded) beaches is an attractive one. With Easter
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approaching, a number of men have already started swim
ming and no doubt there will be a number of trips to the
sea during the Easter holiday.
During the month the Grove Trust awards were decided
and were as follows :—
Prize for the Best Shot during the year (LjCpl. or
or Pte.)—£5.
23421448 L/Cpl. Henham, B. R. G.
Prize for the Best Shot during the year (N.C.O.)—£5.
6405457 W.O.II Leach, E. C.
Prize for the N.C.O. or Private showing the most
initiative and intelligence during the year—£5.
23370979 Cpl. Knapp, L.
Prize for the best all round soldier in the Battalion—
£5.
22403077 Sgt. Mead, R.
In the athletic world we were beaten in the semifinal
of the Cyprus Inter Unit Boxing Championships by 29 Field
Regiment R.A., who ultimately beat the Royal Welsh Fusi
liers in the final. It was a close and exciting match, but
the Gunners were too good for us as were 25 Field Regi
ment R.A. who beat us in the final of the Island Sevena
Side Rugby Competition. Having beaten the 1 R.W.F.,
" B " Team, 3 Grenadier Guards and the Cyprus District
Signal Regiment to reach the final, we had high hopes of
achieving the Rugby Double. It was not to be, however,
and 25 Field Regiment, who are the first unit to leave the
Island on the run down, had a heavier and stronger team
altogether.
The next sporting events of note are the Athletic
Championships and Pentathlon. Until after the Battalion,
meeting we know little about our athletic team, as there
have been so many changes since last year. Pentathlon is
a completely unknown factor. It has been difficult to find
a team and we know nothing of other competitors in the
Island, except for a Corporal of Horse in the Blues who
was in the Olympic Pentathlon Team. We wish them luck.
Finally, we welcome Capt. Craven who has just arrived
and have said " goodbye " to 2/Lt. Coles who was last seen
disappearing towards the airport weighed down by an
enormous bundle — a 570 page document produced by
Major Waring in the course of his recent mammoth silver
check. We only hone that Jim Coles "got away" with
being overweight and was able to deliver the work of art
to the Depot.

"Bill Jackson was the greatest man who ever lived.
Kind, considerate, generous, thoughtful, temperate, brilliant
and other talents unsuspected."
" 1 never heard of him."
" I know.

You aren't married to his widow."
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COMPANY

Company H.Q.
WANTED : Two junior male clerks, for
general office work, preferably parttrained, salary
unreasonable, 7day week, 24 hours a day—Apply
by telephone to " A " Company Office.
The past month has been pretty hectic to say the least,
for owing to the fact that the majority of the Company
were out of camp on detachment, Company H.Q. were sub
jected to the horrors of cookhouse fatigues, camp escorts
and the inevitable guards; much to the obvious joy of the
platoon wallahs, we might add.!
We take this opportunity to welcome another member
of the Battalion Rugger Team to " A " Company in the
form of a new Company Commander, Capt. K. Dodson,
and, of course, his batman, Pte. " Ray " Harris, who we are
pleased to say will strengthen the ranks of the Company
football team. A furtive figure seen creeping into the Com
pany Office recently turned out to be none other than our
C.S.M., W.O.II King, B.E.M. We are assured that his non
appearance in the Company Office for the past weeks was
not due to his shyness in meeting the new Company Com
mander, but was, in fact, due to his studying and sitting
for his A.C.E. 1st Class. Good luck, sir !
As the months pass, Company H.Q. changes face quite
frequently and we regretfully have to say " goodbye " to
a real Company " character," Pte. " Bett" Bettridge, from
the Company Stores Good luck in Civvy Street, for all our
cries of " signon mate," fell on deaf ears. In his place we
welcome Pte. " Spindle " Harris from 2 Platoon. All the
best Spindle, may surplus kiS be heaped upon you in
abundance!
The advertisement appearing above has been inserted
by the two Company clerks, L/Cpl. Gibson and Pte.
Foulger, who are both due to leave us very shortly on
release. Although they don't believe he can do it, they
have been threatened by the Company Commander with a
delayed release if they don't find their successors P.D.Q.
Perhaps the 2/I.C. will take pity on them.
The Hammers.
1 Platoon
Since our last notes we have been to the Cyprus Battle
School to be the demonstration Platoon. Naturally, the
best platoon was chosen for this job. The school was
situated in an old detention camp and we had the novel
experience of living in huts with real glass windows ! As
usual, things didn't turn out as planned and we found our
selves refugees of the London Agreement, with no demon
strations to do. Could it be that our presence influenced
Makarios ? We spent our time building ranges never to be
used, plus some training and doing bags of guards. The
gift shop was used, but it wasn't the gifts that seemed to
attract " Chris" Strachan and many others.
After a
pleasant three weeks we had to return to the horrors of
C.B.S. Camp.
Now that 44 Pattern equipment has been superseded
they have decided to issue it to us, but only on temporary
loan. This is just an excuse to make us bull up our " old "
equipment, but the new equipment has proved its worth in
the last week of training when we have been on; the ranges
with grenades, mortars and S.L.R.'s (Self Loading Rifle
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for those of byegone days). Abbo distinguished himself
by actually hitting the target! The best shots were L/Cpl.
Horton, Jacko Jackson, Farmer Burchell, George Gissing
and Fatty Curtis.
We welcome to the platoon Ptes. Quilter and Driver;
the former we believe is a spy from Ordnance to find out
what happens to all the kit they issue. We also welcome
back Robinson, who has at last been caught out from his
scive as a " Civvy Attached " and is now one of the redun
dant heroes of the EOKA battle ! Sims had a quick look
at Brigade, but preferred being in 1 Platoon. Chris
Strachan and Dickie Remedios, after their second attempt,
have managed to get some leave in the Troodos, and while
we are sweating in the heat of C.B.S., they, no doubt, are
freezing to death in the snow. Jarman and Robbo have just
come back from a week's leave in Israel, the latter taking
leave to acclimatise himself to the thought of having to
work again.
We sympathise with L/Cpls. Bridges, Horton and Jack
son who are going to go on a week's weapon training cadre,
but no doubt we will benefit by them when they come back.
To end on a high note, Diffey has taken his 3rd Class
education, whilst Clark. M.M., is cramming for his second
class. Future Q.O.G. notes will receive the benefit of this
high intellectual standard !
The Elite.
2 Platoon
Here we are again, the happy Panda's. It has been
rather a hectic month, doing all sorts of guards, fatigues
and picquets. Most of the platoon started the month by
doing guard at Camp K and would like to squash the story
that when the detainees were released, the troops shook
hands with them. After Camp K the platoon spent a week
back in C.B.S. Camp doing the various fatigues. Shortly
afterwards, half the platoon were sent to Kythrea Police
Station. As usual, the notorious " Shep " Sheppard was
there to even things up a bit. Our Seagull has fluttered
back to the Company and is waking everybody up. Pte.
" Spindle " Harris has left the platoon to become one of
the forty thieves, i.e., Company Storeman.
Two Platoon would like to welcome Capt. Dodson to
the Company as our new Company Commander and hope
that he has a long and happy stay with the Company. Pte.
Hone has at last got himself a cushy number on the S.I.B.
Guard. There, gentlemen wear civilian clothes all day
long v and work in the midst of a bevy of women. The
only problem is whether you put up a black when you
address the Company Commander's wife by her christian
name. They say our Ron was flapping like mad in hospital
in case someone took over his job while he was away. How
ever, it was still open for him when he came back. L/Cpl.
Blunt is back in the platoon after his hard training for the
boxing and running. They say he is eagerly looking forward
to doing a cadre which starts next week. Pte. " Slim "
Baker from 3 Section is running around telling everyone
that he hasn't got long to do. He gets wild when someone
calls him a " NIG." By the time these notes have gone to
press we will have said " goodbye " to our platoon com
mander, 2/Lt. J. B. Coles. We wish him every success in
Civvy Street. On that happy note we sign off until next
month.
The Panda's.
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3 Platoon
Since the last notes, we have lost Pte. " Tom " Kember,
who has returned to U.K. on demob., also L/Cpl. Good
year has been posted to H.Q. 3 Brigade, well done " Rob,"
keep 3 Platoon's good name to the fore.
Since the trouble has ended, commitments for I.S.
Duties have been practically nil, and we have started to do
some weapon, training with the odd drill parade thrown in
for good measure. We take this opportunity to welcome
Pte. Mitchell to the platoon, although he disappeared into
hospital almost as soon as he arrived; perhaps 3 Platoon
move at loo fast a pace for him. At the beginning of this
month, the company went to the ranges to fire all the
platoon weapons, and to throw the 36 grenade. The Platoon
Commander was, no doubt, pleased to see that the platoon
did fairly well. Most of us hit the target at some time or
another, and it must have made him very proud when he
saw that the whole platoon were able to lift and throw the
36 grenade.
We welcome Cpl. Watson back to the platoon after a
fairly long vacation, and regret to mention the loss of Pte.
Parker, who has left us for a posting to the Depot at
Maidstone. Another member of the platoon at present
out of station is our platoon commander, Lt. Colgate, who
is at present on leave in Israel for a week.
Our " Nobby " Clark is a much envied man in the
platoon, for he luckily wai chosen for duties at S.I.B. H.Q.,
a job in which he wears civilian clothes all the time, and
is allowed to grow his hair to a considerable length. This
causes an undue amount of consternation, especially
amongst L/Cpl. " Dodger " Green's section.
The Churchwardens.

" C " COMPANY
7 Platoon
The work of the Platoon has been very much routine
over the last month, plenty of guards and Regimental
duties with StandBy Platoon thrown in for good measure.
The main event of the month was the Brigade Com
mander's Parade and speech, this was a very successful
parade and the turnout of the Platoon was very high. Now
we find ourselves with 50 Brigade on town duties.
There have been some changes in the Platoon, L/Cpls.
Gunn and Harrington have gone to 9 Platoon on appoint
ment and L/Cpls. Welch and Harding have joined us from
8 Platoon, on being made up. We congratulate all four of
them on their promotion.
Cpl. Tom Woollard has been on a short weapon course
under some S.A.S.C. instructors, so he is all " clued " up.
Cpl. Jock Leiper has just gone on a N.C.O.s' Cadre, so
when the warrior returns he will be able to throw some
light on the subject.
Pte. Ernie Pullin has scived off as Battalion Boilerman
and Pte. Ruby Allen as Dining Room Orderly. Pte.
Meopham is with the Q.M.'s Staff repairing the Company's
boots. Ptes. Johnny Ridden and McDonald went on a trip
round the Island one Sunday in the Battalion bus and
seemed to enjoy themselves.
The only flap has been a turn out of the platoon to
Central Prison,. 9 Platoon were then guarding it and it
was thought, and rightly so, that if there had been any
trouble it would have needed combat 7 to deal with it.
Mr. Clinch is now back from his U.K. leave for a few
months recuperation in the sun.

8 Platoon
The Platoon is broken. After months of chopping an,d
changing we have finally lost everybody; well nearly every
body. Fourteen men and one L/Cpl. is all we can boast of,
while half the fourteen are valiantly helping out poor old
9 Platoon at the Central Prison. 
Our Platoon, Sergeant has left us to become an instruc
tor at the Brigade Cadre while the only fully operational
Corporal in 8 Platoon (lent to us by 7 Platoon) has been
sent on the self same Cadre. Our own two Corporals are
still on Regimental Duties and we have now lost two of
our more valuable soldiers in Welch and Harding as junior
N.C.O.'s to 7 Platoon. Pte. Pilcher has commenced waiting :
at the Officers' Mess and for all we know is still waiting,
while Morton and Walker finally left and are back in
England.
We have been up and down, on and off Stand By for
the last month and one moment we have been ready in five
minutes, the next in 115 minutes. Anyway, practice cer
tainly makes perfect, and now, as usual, it does look as if
the practice will be to no avail. Once again the Platoon
used the 2 inch mortar and 36 Grenade Range at Dhekelia
and fired off the S.L.R. Preparatory Range Course on 4 ft.
targets. The shooting was dreadful and that is another of
the small things that 8 Platoon has not quite perfected,
especially when we have S.L.R.'s that are almost " made
to measure." Needless to say, the prepared visit to Athal
assa for L.M.G. firing was washed out later in the month.
The weather has been frightful this month and I think
we can feel jealous of the English weather for February
at least. It has been frightfully cold in the ten.ts and in one
the fautly heater had been removed and for some adminis
trative reason a new one could not be supplied. In fact,
anybody who has not had a cold this month just " isn't one
of us." The Ides of March have brought us better weather;
also a warning order of a visit to Paphos Gate, and we
certainly hope this continues — then everybody will be
moaning about the dust.
Sorry readers, we hope to be a little more encouraging
in our next issue ! Finally, we must congratulate Sgt. Orsler
on his two excellent games for the Battalion XV against
the Sappers at Episkopi and 1 R.W.F. in the final.
9 Platoon
This month our activities have been varied and fairly
interesting. We have spent several days Standing By for
anything thtat might have cropped up in the Town. As
most of us have never experienced a riot we were rather
disappointed not be called out. However, preparations for
battle were made in the form of a few lessons on riot drill.
Respirators were demisted, tear gas grenades were issued
and the Platoon was armed with batons and shields. Un
fortunately we never had a chance to use them.
We spent a few days at Central Prison and we were the
last military guard to be there. Archbishop Makarios came
down to speak to the few remaining EOKA prisoners before
they were either released or flown to Greece. Everything
went off peacefully and for the last two days we were
standing on the towers armed to the teeth with grenades,
bren, etc., yet we were guarding nothing. Still, it was
encouraging to know that nobody would be able to break
into the prison.
Several members of the Platoon have been away for
various reasons. Mr. Govan, with other members of the
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Battalion, spent a week liaising with the Navy on a goodwill
visit to Beirut. In spite of the extremely varied attractions
of this town and the good food on board ship, he was
relieved to be back on dry land. We gather that the
crossing was not very smooth. Cpl. Lowe has been taking
his First Class Education Exam. He should be returning
soon.
Sport has not been neglected. We have played foot
ball regularly and some of us have played in the Company
Hockey Team. As the weather is getting warmer we hope
to start swimming in, the near future.

" D " COMPANY
Company H.Q.
Operational to the last! That is the proud boast of the
" Operational Company," which, on the very night that the
Cyprus agreement was signed, was busy dispersing demon
strators and foiling the attempts of jubilant detainees to
break out. We can, therefore, claim to be the last troops
on the island to use our batons and shields.
When our tour of duty at Camps K and M started,
not even the most confident optimist would have forecast
that before we left all the camps would be closed and the
detainees released. The week started with the usual un
eventful and tedious business of maintaining a careful
watch from the machinegun towers, but on Thursday night
the routine was upset by hordes of demonstrating Greeks,
who came in busloads, chanting MAKARIOS and
EOKA as they marched around the wire with Greek flags
held aloft. This excitement infected the detainees who
joined in the shouting, climbed on the roofs of their huts
and even tried to break through the wire. It became more
serious when Greeks on both sides of the wire began to
hurl stones at our men, and it was necessary to drive off
the demonstrators when it looked as if they were about to
drive buses and lorries at the wire in order to break it down.
In the scuffles which followed Sgt. Shoebridge had a " rock
around the clock " (and also his revenge !). However, when
the Greeks saw that we were determined they departed and
by the middle of the night all was quiet.
During the next few days life was hectic. The stand
by section was continually called out to deter the captives
from smashing down the gates. By this stage we could only
open fire to protect our own lives; throughout this difficult
period the detainees were kept in by a combination of
cajolery and threats. It was with relief that we heard on
the final Sunday that they were all to be released that
afternoon. Our biggest task then, became the control of the
large, excited crowds outside. Eventually, amid wild cries
of EOKA and MAKARIOS the detainees drove out in
buses to be reunited with their hysterical supporters. The
jubilation continued for hours and our final task was to
prevent a possible return to burn down the camps. Per
haps we should deny here the Press reports that troops
shook hands and wished good luck to the released EOKA
thugs. We had other and better things to do !
After a few days of training in camp we were again
on duty on the following Sunday, standingby at immediate
readiness to rush into the town and quell distrubances
should any arise on Makarios's return. " D " Company
was to be the first info action from the Battalion, but in the
event everything went smoothly and no troops were
required.

99

BT APPOINTMENT TO HER MAJESTT THE QUEEN
OOLD1UITHI

Ik

CROWN JEWELLERS

Your Regimental Badge..
GARRARD & CO. LTD.
(formerly The Goldsmiths «£_
Silversmiths Company Ltd.} have

for many years specialised
in the production of
badge jewellery.

Whit* and Yellow Gold and Enamel

White and Yellow Gold and Enamel

Homi £9.2.6
Export £6.17.6

Home £17.17.6
Export £13.2.6

Here is illustrated the badge
of your Regiment,
fashioned into a brooch, and
produced in gold and enamel.
If desired, these Yery attractive
brooches can be set with
diamonds or other precious stones
for which designs and estimates
are submitted without charge.
Great care is taken to ensure
correctness of detail, and expert
workmanship is assured.

GARRARD & CO. LTD.
Crown Jewellers
formerly THE GOLDSMITHS &
SILVERSMITHS COMPANY LTD.

112 REGENT STREET  LONDON  W.i
TELEPHONE: RECENT 3021

100

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

On the next Wednesday, the Company took over the
military responsibilty for the internal security of Nicosia
and moved down to the Paphos Gate Police Station. Our
task was to remain here and be ready if required. As we
were not allowed to patrol outside in the narrow twisting
alleys, which, until recently, had be the scene of violence,
bloodshed and arson, the chief problem was to find some
thing to do. This Was easily solved by morning drill
parades, weapon and wireless training, a general knowledge
quiz, film shows and games competitions. Thanks to these
the week passed swiftly and last Wednesday we returned to
camp and now we are preparing to start training in earnest
for more conventional warfare.
During the past month we have said " goodbye " to
Sgt. Scudder, who has been posted to the 4/5th Battalion.
We wish him luck, though doubtless on reflection, he will
agree that he " never had it so good " as when he was in
" D " Company. We welcome Capt. Leigh as 2/I.C. of the
company and trust he remains with us a long time.
Our present order of battle is therefore: O.C., Capt.
J. D. Norton; 2/I.C., Capt. P. S. Leigh, M.C.; C.S.M.,
W.O.II E. C. Leach; C.Q.M.S., C.Q.M.S. Vine. 10 Platoon
—Commander, 2/Lt. G. B. Bateman; Platoon Sergeant,
Sgt. Shoebridge. 11 Platoon—Commander, 2/Lt. R. H.
Whitty: Platoon Sergeant, Sgt. Healey, M.M. 12 Platoon—
Commander, 2/Lt. F. J. French; A/Platoon. Sergeant, Cpl.
Humphreys.


*

2/Lt. Whitty has been away for the past few weeks;
first on a cniise with the Royal Navy'to Lebanon and now,
unfortunately, in hospital, where he has celebrated his
twentyfirst birthday. We hope he will soon rejoin us.
We congratulate our boxers and note with pride that
every battalion winner im the contest against 29 Field Regi
ment was a " D " Company man. Well done !
10 Platoon
The defence of Camps K and M being over we have
been able to reform again as a platoon. The sort of work
which a detention camp Involves—or rather involved; they
are now things of the past—does not allow so large a
group as a platoon to work together. We think in stags,
not in sections. But we had some excitement. Being there
while the camps disgorged their contents into the welcoming
arms of the nottoowelldisciplined mob outside, caused
one or two headaches to the N.C.O.'s, not to mention the
Platooni Commander. Reports (not officially confirmed) say
that Sgt. Shoebridge and a militant section fought the very
last stonebattle before " peace " came to Cyprus.
Despite this, peace has come and we are feeling the
effects of it at Paphos Gate Police Station, where we act as
town reserve. There is little to occupy us, but some train
ing, films and indoor games provide diversions.
We are 'a little depleted in numbers just now; Cpl.
Pitchers and Cpl. Smith are away on courses. L/Cpl.
Baker left, fori U.K. leave, narrowly missing his second
stripe before going, and Sgt. Shoebridge is due to go soon.
But to swell the ranks, L/Cpl. Nesbitt has joined from 11
Platoon and Ward has blancoed his belt back to the right
colour after a spell with the R.P.'s. We are glad to see
them both in the platoon.
Mention should be made of Fowler's excellent fight in
the boxing semifinals. He was boxing over his weight, but
qame put of it with great credit. 10 Platoon's " all rounder "

is also a regular player in the Battalion football team.
Congratulations to him.
I predict (with much confidence in 10 Platoon's capa
bilities) that by the time these notes are written for next
month, we shall have won the interplatoon drill compe
tition. Just you wait!
11 Platoon
Our contribution to the Q.O.G. must be a small one
this month, as the activities with which we were most con
cerned are now at an end, or is it just a suspended anima
tion? However, one spark of interest has occurred, this
being, " D " Company took over the guard duties of detain
ees' camps " K" and " M" and covered the period of
release of the internees. Great fun was had by all on the
day they were released, but no one can make out where the
local papers got their reports that the troops were shaking
hands with them.
We must congratulate the Platoon Commander, 2/Lt.
Whitty on the grand game he played in the Battalion Rugby
team, which won the day for The Queen's Own. We also
wish him a speedy recovery from his illness that has landed
him in hospital.
Congratulations also to Ptes. Perrett and Russell for
winning their bouts in the interunit boxing semifinals.
We have spent the last week at Paphos Gate Police
Station as a standby Company just in case the locals got
excited over something or other.
Our numbers are depleted by one, L/Cpl. Nesbitt. We
hope he does well in 10 Platoon. Our loss is their gain.
We hope to have more exciting news for next month's
Q.O.G.
12 Platoon
This month finds the platoon in the Paphos Gate Police
Station poised to deal with the phantom troubles of Nicosia.
Fortunately we were not given the privilege of releasing the
prisoners from Central Prison, despite the experience we
gained at Camps " M " and " K."
However, in between our hours of duty we have been,
able to get down to> some more organised training, and find
out how much or rather how little we do in fact know.
Since the last issue we have had to say " goodbye " to
Pte. .Burden, who was one of the oldest members of the
platoon, and in his place we welcome Ptes. Tidder and
Wooster from the new draft.

SUPPORT COMPANY
Company H.Q.
Since we last wrote, the Battalion has moved from 3
Brigade to 50 Brigade; our duties have, therefore, changed
considerably. The prospect of moving off at some unearthly
hour of the morning on a long journey to cordon off vil
lages, no longer looms up before us !
Instead, we are, for the first time, engaged on town
duties in Nicosia itself. At present the whole Company
(typewriter, too!) is at Paphos Gate police station, batons
at the ready. The accommodation here makes a wonderful
change to our quarters in the past and everyone seems to
be getting a thrill out of washing in tiled bathrooms and
pressing the handle in a genuine W.C.!
With the signing! of the Cyprus Agreement, tension has
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relaxed a great deal and the work here is vastly different
from that of four months ago. However, should the need
arise, the Company seems ready for any trouble, having
practised riot drill unceasingly for several days.
" Badger" Brock has returned from his course and is
maintaining the Company office during our absence. He
never seems to be around with the rest of the Company
and many plead ignorance at the mention, of his name !
Nevertheless, he will soon be taking on the burden of office
work with the departure of our chief clerk in a month's
time. "Hooter" seems to have got into a rut again and
refuses to leave his stores, while his chubby "G1098 "
friend dashes to and fro from the police station with laun
dry and N.A.A.F.I. goods. Pte. " Mick " Saunders is in the
arms stores, while " Yorkey " is spending a week gazing at
the " belles " of Nicosia, who pass beneath his window at
the police station !
Now that the Sergeant Major has returned, efficiency
will, no doubt, zoom to dizzy heigths and with this aggra
vating thought, we sign off for this month.
Bunny's Boys.
Mortar Platoon
This month has been a rather quiet one; the sudden
moves and continuous change of scenery which we experi
enced in 3 Brigade have now been replaced by more normal
duties of town patrols and special guards.
Prior to and during Archbishop Makarios' return to
Cyprus, we were all prepared for riot drill in Nicosia and
thought we might jiave the opportunity of testing jthe
strength of our batons and our strong right arms ! How
ever, events remained calm.
Mortar training is progressing steadily and we had one
day in which to fire our sandfilled bombs in the backfield.
We found that the/ No. 2's remedied their fault of failing to
duck their heads below the barrel whilst firing—this was
proved by the absence of broken heads. We are all looking
forward to firing live ammo, on Goshi range in the
middle of this month. By that time we hope to have four
trained mortar crews.
At present our platoon is rather thin on the ground.
Cpl. Laming is still wading through his mortar course at
Netheravon, Cpl. Ongley is on compassionate leave, while
Ptes. Brown and Caulfield are in Israel with Pte. Harwood,
who has wangled some mysterios employment at Cosdo. All
very hush hush !
Our commitment at the moment is at Paphos Gate
police station. We have found the accommodation to be
very good and it is quite a luxury to live in genuine brick
buildings.
We are glad to have Sgt. Mead back with us, having
finished his spell as A/C.S.M. on the return of Sgt.Major
Warren. In a moment of forgetfulness he still has the
tendency to wander into the Company office and dictate
Company detail to Pte. Burden ! We are also glad to see
that Sgt. Taylor is now concentrating more fully on his
mortar work, after having passed his G.C.E. Mathematics !
The Misfires.
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addressed to our gallant departing trio; to wit, " Gannet"
Cox, " Cuddles " Bennett and " Squemish " Beamish, on the
eve of their emplaning for the 8 to 4.30 life. We wish them
all good fortune in their new life, but are all at a loss to
know why they wanted to leave.
All our arrivals, noted in last month's Buster, are
rapidly becoming expert machinegunners under the tender
loving care of Sfet. Hegarty and Cpls. Kemp, E., and
Courcha. We welcome Pte. Broad from " A " Company
and hope that we are' to his liking.
By now you all know that we are the finest platoon in
the Battalion and to quote here our various successes of the
month would not only take too much space, but gjve others
an inferiority complex; thus we will just mention our
ability in the sporting line. We won, with great ease, the
Battalion Football League, despite the fact that " Oink I "
insisted on playing. This resulted in his retirement to hos
pital, but we are glad to see him back again, safe and sound.
Recently we have added the clasp " Paphos Gate " to
our long list of clasps on "The Middle East and Prolonged
Service" Medal. Paphos Gate is a rather ancient, Moorish
style police station, in the old city of Nicosia. Here the
daily hub bub of semiByzantine/Oriental life can be obser
ved from our vantage point overlooking part of this
mysterious city. We are fit and trained for war; H.E. the
Governor told us so (that's not us shooting a line) and so
we can assure you that Nicosia will be quiet as long as we
are in charge here. To be truthful, we like being here,
mainly because of the rather superior accommodation and
washing facilities compared with those in camp.
Until next month, farwell; and to those not in the
platoon we say (for our Latin, readers) " Malus Luckus
Jackus."
The Champs.
AntiTank Platoon
This has been, on the whole, a vegetative month for the
platoon, especially now that the live firing of antitank guns
has been stopped for safety reasons. This was a sad piece
of news as it meant that the 106 m.m. rifle must remain a
museum piece—there being no practice round made for it—
and that our range opportunities with the Mobats are now
a fraction of what we had hoped. However, the platoon
have had their minds taken off specialist training by the
amazing increase in guards, patrols and standto's since the
Cyprus Agreement was signed. At this moment, after two
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abortive weekends spent % at thirty minutes' notice for a move
into the town, we are at Paphos Gate Polise Station, in
Nicosia itself, ready for anything. Any Cypriot watching
our arrival with a Mobat in tow (brought simply for train
ing) would have thought we were carrying the police station
defence to extremes.
As for personnel, we have lost L/Cpl. Teddy Mayo,
who has wangled a job as P.T.I. with the Boys' Battalion,
and Pte. Darky Preston, who was released by 52 M.C.T.C.
and then by the Army in quick succession. L/Cpl. Henham
is still on leave and Cpl. Clark is on a course at Limni,
before his leave, which is to be followed by a transfer to
" D " Company.
Summer is here though; thoughts of a move at the end
of it are everpresent, and still we hope that we won't get
so many guards now that the Agreement has been signed
and sealed.
Assault Pioneer Platoon
Once again we start our Q.O.G. notes on a happy
thought with the returni of Sgt. " Pop" Coleman from
hospital. At long last we are glad to say that we have
finished the erection of tents in the Sergeants' lines and are
by no means sorry, as it has been, a long and laborious job.
Owing to the end of trouble in and about the island,
we have been able to "get out" down town more freely and
on one occasion the whole platoon went out in full strength,
a sight not very often seem We all had a very nice enjoy
able evening !
Messrs. Fretter and Feast returned from their skiing
holiday in the Troodos Mountains, where they certainly
enjoyed themselves. We are glad to say neither of them
came back as casualties, although once or twice they did
argue with a few innocent trees!
We have got a " snob " in the platoon; Pte. Hardwick
took the job as Company boot repairer and has now been at
it for over a fortnight. (We're all dreading the time when
we'll have to put our boots in for repair !) " Jerry " Welling
is now back with the platoon after a very long scive at
crosscountry running. However, we would like to take this
opportunity of congratulating him on his fine performance
in the " big " races—well done, Jerry.
We are sorry to say that we will soon be losing our
devoted Corporal, who is shortly getting demobbed after six
long years in the Army; we think he'll sign on again, but he
assures us he won't!
At present we are down at Paphos Gate police station,
but please don't geti the wrong idea. (We're guarding it for
a week). Originally we were all for the idea of getting out
of camp for a few days; now we're longing to get back
again—it gets you like that sometimes !
Well, we must close now, as there's work to be done !
Lionhearts.

"H.Q." COMPANY
Company H.Q.
Once more we emerge from our mountains of paper
to inform the outside world of the joys and heartbreaks
which beset the little people.
Our O.C., Major Macmillan, has now taken Company
H.Q. in his stride and is an established figure in H.Q. Com
pany. Although many have become acquainted with him
by being on Company Orders, he has become well liked
by most.

The C.S.M., although still a very keen football fan,
has taken to giving one man boxing displays in the Com
pany office, much to the amusement of the onlookers who
cheer him on heartily. The story of his first fight is as well
known to us as the National Anthem.
The major issue at the moment is the movement of the
Company Office to its new site by the P.R.I. The C.S.M.
has been the Big White Chief in charge of the sweating
fatigue wallas who have geen dragged from their beds to
erect the new tents which will be the new Company offices.
The office staff is now completed with the return of
L/Cpl. " Dell " Curd, who you can imagine is pleased to be
back on the island again. We did not ask him how Blighty
looked as we are sure he spent most of his leave in bed.
At the time of writing the C.O.S., Cpl. Gould, is demob
happy with 90 days to do in the Army. He is still trying
hard for a local release, although his original plans of
cycling home with Knocker Knight seem to have come to
a sorry end. We understand he intends to walk home. His
recent trip on H.M.S. " Ulysses " seems to have convinced
him that he should be in the Navy. Such nautical terms as
" Lay aft and cooks to the galley " are all we can get from
him these days.
Doug. Wright and Roger Stannard are still wearing their
trousers shiny working like Trojans for the good of the
Army.
Very little is heard from the Company Store, apart from
the usual moans and groans which are characteristic of the
nonworking class.
We understand that L/Cpl. Jeem Walker is getting grips
on his storemen as they dare not argue now that he has
taken up Judo in his spare time. But his reigni of terror
will not last long, as he is also demob happy with only a
short time to do on the island. Much to the surprise of
many, Don and Owly have honoured many a fatigue party
with their presence recently, this work we are sure will be
their ultimate downfall.
With these words we must close for another month.
" We hope that none of you ever come across a Pub with
no Beer."
Con,sumatum Est.
Quartermaster's Department
Well, once more it is time for us to unfold the happen
ings of the Q.M.'s Department. The main topic, as you
might guess, is " When are we going home." The Pioneers
under L/Cpl. Scaife are busy making M.F.O. boxes for
"The Move," so the great day must be at last coming into
sight.
We have another Sergeant in the Department, Sgt.
Hope, who is learning all about the G1098 store from Sgt.
Shields. The R.Q.M.S. has just gon.e on leave knd Sgt.
Shields has taken over the R.Q.'s job while he is away.
Another new addition to the staff is Pte. Laker, who has
come to take over Pte. May's job in the office when the
latter moves into the clothing store.
Last month Nicosia had its first snow for nine years
and what with icy cold winds everybody went about with
their greatcoats and gloves on, a thing one very rarely hears
of in Cyprus. However, as I write the sun, is shining and
summer seems to be well on its way.
Our attached boot repairer from the R.A.O.C, is now
fully occupied in his job with four helpers to aid him in
his work. They handle the repairs of boots for the Bat
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talion, and the area around the boot shop now resounds
with hangings and hammerings, so much so that the
armourers next door are thinking of leaving their shop in
protest.
Band
February has been another fairly busy month from the
Band point of view, the Dance Band has been out every
Saturday on dances and is still proving very successful and
is in great demand. The Military Band has also been kept
quite busy; on Sunday, 8th February, we made our first
public performance, by playing before a soccer match
between the Turkish Sports Club and a Combined Services
XI at the Moat, Nicosia. During the interval we gave a
short marching display with the Drum Major and some of
his Corps of Drums.
Tuesday, the 10th, we once again combined with other
bands in the Nicosia area, and taped a programme cf
marches. Mr. Watkins conducted throughout, and although
he was not particularly pleased with the sound in the hall,
the results coming over the air were quite good. Most of the
programmes which we made for F.B.S. have now been
broadcast, but we seem dogged by bad luck with breaks in
transmission. However, the programmes sound really first
class and our congratulations must go to C/Sgt. E. Clark,
solo cornet; L/Cpl. " Louis " Holmes, oboe; Cpl. " Benjy "
Cloke, flute; and L/Cpl. Arthur Healey, trombone, for their
excellent renderings of the various solos that they were
called upon to play. Also we musn't omit to congratulate
Bdsm. " Knocker " Knight for putting the four semiquavers
on the drum in the right place in " Crown Imperial" even
if he was wool gathering at the end.
Saturday, 21st February, was a great day for the
" Queen's Own " when we put it across the Royal Welsh
Fusiliers in the final of the " Island " Rugby Cup. I am
sure there will be much fuller details elsewhere in this issue.
The band of the R.W.F. came down, on the Friday, and
before the game started we had both Bands massed for a
marching display, and quite impressive it was, too. The
Drum Major and our own Corps of Drums also took part,
but the R.W.F. didn't bring their goat—our Drum Major
was very disappointed ?
February saw the departure of our Band President,
Major M. G. M. Archer, M.C. We played for his farewell
dinner on Friday, 13th, it was a very cold night, but Major
Archer saw to it that we had a rum issue. Thank you very
much, sir, and we would like to wish you every success for
the future. Our new Band President, Major H. B. H.
Waring, is an old acquaintance who has done the job before;
we hope that your tour as Band President will be pleasant
sir, and not too beset by problems.
One new arrival to the Band this month, is another
member of the Larkins family, this one is " Lenny." When
he came to us, he told the Bandmaster that he would like to
play any instrument except the clarinet, else people would
say that it was the only instrument that the Larkins' could
play, so he is having a crack at the trombone. Sport has
been most conspicuous by its absence again this month.
S'all for now, take Coda.
Faggott.
Battalion Orderly Room
Once more it is time to sit back and view in retrospect
the various happenings of the past month. Life, of course,
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has progressed as usual and on the whole appears to have
been easier.
Since the last chapter in our life history was written
Ptes. Hammond and Parker have now been christened and
are known affectionately as "Jumbo" and "Fat Fred"
respectively. It would appear that our young elephant is
very romantically inclined, but we will not embarass him
or our readers with any further details.
Probably the most important occasion was the signing
of an agreement on the future of this unhappy island.
Since this occurred we have had the release of detainees
and the return of Archbishop Makarios, both occasions
being celebrated by the local population with great activity,
vocal and otherwise. Because of this great enthusiasm it
was deemed wise to keep most troops out of the way. How
ever, our own "Jumbo" stood by to assist in keeping law
and order should things get really rough.
Coming to things more closely connected with our own
community, the Ceremonial Parade on Friday, 13th Feb
ruary, went off successfully and the valiant members of
our staff upholding the honour of the B.O.R. were L/Cpl.
" Liz " Roffe, Pte. " Pluto " Bates and Pte. " Jumbo Ham
mond. Included amongst the honoured corps of onlookers
were Ptes. " Rupert" Hannaford and " Fat Fred " Parker.
Restrictions now are virtually a thing of the past and
with the welcome news for the monied ones amongst us that
most cinemas and places of entertainment are now in bounds
things should be a great deal pleasanter all round.
The thought that is uppermost in nearly everyone's
minds is without a doubt " When are we going home ? "
One doesn't have to listen very carefully to hear all the
places we might go now that a run down of troops on the
island is imminent. Also included are the dates we are
moving said to come from " utterly reliable" sources.
However, no matter how much one hears there always
remains two big questions. Where and When ?
Of course, the one person not the slightest bit con
cerned about all this speculation is our own fully fledged
" nig " Pie. Wally Barton, who claims that he only has a
lifetime of fiftyseven days to do in the service of Her
Majesty.
The Bear.
M.T. Section
The beginning of 1959 has fallen into the graveyard of
time. Already the month of March is upon us. March,
the month which, according to some childhood poem, is
the month which brings breezes, loud and shrill, to stir
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the dancing daffodil. Well, the breezes of February and
March have stirred nothing in the M.T. Section, except the
conglomeration of pansies, wallflowers and budding drivers,
which decorate our vehicle park.
To say that life within the section carries on as normal,
could be misleading. However, the drivers continue to
drive, mechanics continue mechanising and the Tech. Stores
get even more technical. Above all, the M.T. office con
tinues to officiate, therefore, life does carry on as normal.
One pleasing event in the past month, in the drivers'
eyes, is that the Battalion is now in the role of " Suppliers
of Town Security Patrols." Now, instead of flogging their
waggons over all the hills in Cyprus, they spend the worka
day: hours in trying to unravel the intricacies of the back
streets within the walled city. The main problem being:
how does one get a threeton waggon around roads that
were designed for horsedrawn carts ?
At the beginning of February the Honourable Section
Scribe found himself Dhekelia bound, for a course in Regi
mental Instruction, need it be added that he passed ?
For the past few weeks, Sgt. Ticehurst has been wan
dering around the section, with his fingers swarthed in yards
of bandages. This came about whilst he was on a midnight
recce, of the bars and cabarets in Nicosia. It appears that
someone must have given his car a dose of aviation spirit,
which caused it to " loop the loop."
As is usual in a military section, we have our quota of
new " bods " and demob happy " bods." Recently, quite a
large number of the old soldiers left, to be replaced by
extremely young soldiers. The fond farewells have been
said, but we would like to wish good luck to those who have
left us. As for the trainees, we hope that all and sundry
enjoy the time with what is, undoubtedly, the best section
of the Battalion!
During the month, we had some promotions in the
M.T. ExPrivates Disberry and Bateman have attained the
"Wuthering Heights" of L/Cpl. and the M.T.O. moved
into the supertax bracket, when he was given the rank of
Major. Our congratulations to all.
This being the end of the note, we shall give you all
something over which to ponder: If you send toothpaste
across London, would it go by tube ?
The Mekon Fans.

SERGEANTS' MESS
Brigadiers, Boxing, Babies, Beer, Brandy and Bed take
up most of the news this month, in fact, it has been a " B "
of a month.
B1—Brigadiers
Brigadier Read paid us a visit early last month to say
" goodbye" on our transfer from his brigade. After a
short parade of the Battalion, we adjourned to the mess to
bid farewell im the traditional manner and to present him
with a suitable token of our appreciation.
Later in the month, Brigadier Lister paid us a visit to
welcome us to his brigade, and to sample our gin. He spent
quite a time chatting to members and seemed quite at home.
We hope to see' him in the mess often.
B2—Boxing
On a sad note, I must report that we were fairly beaten
at boxing by 29 Field Regiment R.A. in the quarter finals
of the Cyprus knockout competition. The R.S.M. of 29
Field kindly invited us back to his mess to partake of re

freshments after the match. Fortunately the referees were
also present and the post mortems conducted in a friendly
manner (there were 20 of us and two of them) prevented us
from going completely under. A good time was had by
all and we made many new friends. The boxers must
speak for themselves.
B3—Babies
This month the output dropped to one, but a very fine
one, a boy at 8 lbs. 13 ozs. born to Sgt. and Mrs. BiU Wil
liams. Congratulations to both of them on a very fine effort.
B4—Beer
Always a happy subject at the time, but not quite so
happy the morning after. Our first encounter was on the
occasion of Major Archer's departure.
It was decided that Major Archer should attend a
gathering in the mess one certain lunch time, not as an ally,
but as a P.O.W. This gave us a control over his movement
(except for any escape plan he had made). Operation Toxo
hilite was born. With much planning and secret under
cover work a plan of operation was proposed and distribu
ted to all concerned. The date, time and place selected was
the Orderly Room at 1215 hrs on 16th February. A snatch
party of W.O.'s was detailed to assemble, and to snatch the
enemy from his place of work, and to march him down to
the mess led by the band and drums playing that good old
Scottish number, " Colonel Bogey" and the Regimental
theme song " Our Director." They were to be met at the
mess by the remainder of the men armed with batons,
baseball bats, etc., forming a guard of honour. All went
according to plan and the " snatch" was most effective.
On arrival Major Archer was handcuffed to two brandies
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and surrounded on three sides by members and on the
other by the bar. Sentries were posted on the roof and a
prowler sentry installed to give any warning of approaching
rescue parties from the officers' mess. We were expecting
a raid at any time and were mere than l'orearmed. When
at 1315 hrs. Major Campbell was seen to enter an enclosed
area not attached to the mess, but still an important part of
it, warning was given and a snatch party was sent forth to
investigate. When it was found he was armed with Axes,
Battle with Campbell tartan handle, he was apprehended and
led to the P.O.W. cage. We found out later he was not, in
fact, a part of any raid, but was himself trying to escape
from the officers' mess, having that very day been awarded
his majority. Major Archer was then interrogated and as
a last resort the R.S.M. tried torture. Still our prisoner held
firm until the R.S.M. played his master stroke. Unsuspect
ing Major Archer was led to the chair in the centre of the
floor and sat there so confident that we could not break his
spirit. He collapsed, incidentally,, when he saw the instru
ment of torture being brought in, " The Regimental Barber,"
complete with shears and basin. And before the torture
had reached the halfway mark he " spilled the beans"
which was that no rescue party was laid on because he did
not want to be rescued. This upset our plans so much that
the R.S.M. immediately phoned the officers' mess and chal
lenged them to rescue our prisoner. They accepted, but
failed to attack and another victory was then recorded to
the Sergeants' Mess. The prisoner was then repatriated and
carried back to the officers' mess in a chair Arm, Easy,
where fond farewells were made in a regimental style.
Our next beer battle came when the final of the Nicosia
Sergeants' Mess darts league was played in our mess. Mem
bers from messes all over Nicosia descended upon us and
the mess was filled to overflowing. While the finals were
being played in the dining room a social evening was held
in the ante room. Much beer flowed and a good time was
had by all. During this evening exMajor (Band Corporal)
Desmond met a few of the old boys and, of course, had a
natter about " the good old days." Des is out here with
H.M. prison staff.
Next on the beer mat came the visit of the Green
Jackets to the mess. They were in the area boxing in the
semifinals and we invited them up for a bite and a beer
after the match. The R.S.M. and a good number accepted
our invitation and once again the mess was filled to over
flowing. and a good time was had by all. Almost imme
diately following 29 Field Regiment R.A. fought in the finals
and we, of course, invited them up and again we packed
them in three deep. On each of these occasions we had a
good time and made a good impression., so much so that
one C.S.M. refused to go back to Famagusta 'as his wife
had elected to stay and see Nicosia at sunrise.
B5—Brandy
Brandy sales have increased alarmingly and at one
stage this month we ran out. A sad state of affairs. This
meant that 75% of the mess had a dry day. Caterer Kill
soon came to the rescue and produced half a dozen bottles
from somewhere. Quite a few members acquired the taste
on our regimental dinn.er night when the wines did flow.
Dressed in our mess dress and feeling cold at first we sat
down to a meal so large and varied that if we had stuck to
the menu, we would be there yet. C/Sgt. Taffy Clark (mes
sing member) was responsible for a magnificent feed and
S/Sgt. Thomson, A.C.C., rolled up his sleeves and took
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control of the cooking of it. A fine meal was enjoyed by
all and after the first round of wine nobody felt the cold
anymore. A stag party in the mess followed. On the whole
a most satisfying evening.
B6—Bed
A bed period for bedridden members this month.
Firstly, Sgt. Tiddler Ticehurst was taken to hospital with a
badly cut hand sustained when his car turned over on an
icy road. He was closely followed by Sgt. Ron Coleman
who was suffering from pleurisy or some such disease.
Sgt. Paddy the Nark Quinn was next with an arm that
would not function. He did not go to hospital, but was
bedded down in his tent. Band C/Sgt. Taffy Clark was
the last to be stricken and he was confined to his bed with
one of the most unusual complaints we have heard of. He
complained of having no socks to wear (Shades of Rags
Hedges). 1 am pleased to report that all are now fit, well
and back on their feet again.
B7—ByeBye
B O ing U.
Ugh.

BOXING
Our boxing team fought in the semifinals of the inter
unit contest against 29 Field Regiment R.A. on 2nd March.
This fixture was the last in our brief season and all agreed
that S.S.I. Patterson deserved high praise for producing such
a fit and spirited team in the short time available and in
face of so many difficulties.
The season started with a battalion contest. As some
companies were out on operations it was not possible to
have the normal intercompany competition; to select a bat
talion team, but certain promising boxers were discovered.
These men, together with others who subsequently volun
teered, were then toughened and trained by S.S.I. Patterson
for the group contest. After all their work the members of
the team were disappointed to hear that no other unit in
our group could raise a side and we thus automatically
retained the cup which we won last year and went straight
into the island semifinals.
It was, therefore, an inexperienced though very game
team which fought 29 Field Regiment, who last year were
defeated in the final by only one point and who still had
many of the same men boxing for them. Undeterred by
this handicap our boxers fought extremely well and gave
the large audience an; exciting evening. A brief account of
each fight is given below.
L/Cpl. Elkington, our bantamweight, had a very close
fight in the first contest of the evening against Gnr. Macduff.
He said afterwards that he remembered nothing after the
first round, in which case his reflexes must be particularly
sound as the outcome was in'dispute until the final bell and
he lost only by a narrow margin.
Pte. Kemp, featherweight, was next in the ring and
gave a clever display of boxing against Gnr. Nixon, a bigger
man. Kemp remained cool throughout and his opponent
Readers are reminded t h a t we can supply copies of
" T h e Q.O.G." to their relatives for the modest sum of
Five Shillings, post free.
Ask your Company Commander to make t h e neces
sary arrangements.
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scarcely penetrated his defence. Kemp well deserved his win
and the congratulatory cries of " Good old Pinky " from
our supporters.
Pte. Parry, lightweight, met strong opposition, from Bdr.
Maidment, but he fought with great spirit until the referee
stopped the fight.
Pte. Longhurst, first string light welter, fought well
against Bdr. Wilshire and gave his opponent a close run.
Pte. Smith, second string light welter, gave us all en
couragement when he floored his man early in the first
round and was undoubtedly well on, the way to victory
when he was unfortunately disqualified without previous
warning.
Pte. Russell, second string welter, in a memorable fight
against Gnr. Machin which had a cheering crowd on its
feet, gave a magnificent display of courage combined with
boxing skill. By the end of the bout both boxers had
fought to a standstill and it was obvious that Russell's win
was a well merited win.
Pte. Bennet, light middle, had a very sporting bout
against Gnr. Cantwell and did very well against an experi
enced opponent.
Lt. Colgate, middleweight fought against Gnr. Down
ing, one of the best boxers in the opposing team. With
tremendous grit he took the offensive and there was some
very tough fighting before the fight was stopped when Mr.
Colgate unfortunately suffered a broken nose.

The programme for the evening included the ever
popular hat making competition. Materials provided being
a sheet of newspaper and three pins. Mrs. Lockyear and
Mrs. Blake judged the parade and awarded Mrs. Vine the
prize. Mrs. Cooper came second.
The raffle was for a Cyprus Photograph Album and
was won by Mrs. Spalding. Tea was provided by Mrs.
Flint, Mrs. Osborne and Mrs. Cleaver. During this a dis
cussion took place on the future activities of the wives'
club. Outings were provisionally planned and popular ideas
gleaned for future socials. Mrs. Waring then ran a very
successful paper and pencil game while the votes were
counted.
Apart from the Commanding Officer's wife, Secondin
Command's wife and R.S.M.'s wife, who qualify for the
title of hardy annuals on the committee, the other members
having served six months, were allowed to retire gracefully.
Our thanks go to them for their great help and cooperation.
The new members elected were Mrs. Blake, Mrs. Kill who
represents the W.O. and Sergeants' wives, and Mrs. Brooks
representing the corporals' and privates' wives. As Mrs.
Brooks lives inconveniently far away for attending commit
tee meetings, Mrs. Hurley, with the next highest number of
votes, agreed to join the committee as well.
We are delighted to welcome Mrs. Elgood, Mrs. Mac
millan, Mrs. Leigh, Mrs. Ross Gower and Mrs. Rickwood
to Nicosia. Congratulations this month go to Mrs. Williams
on the birth of her third child—a son.

Pti't. Bennet, light middle, had a very sporting bout
of hard hitting and determined boxing against Gnr. Hogan.
He beat his opponent decisively and both certainly earned
the congratulations which the referee expressed at the end
of the bout.
Pte. Fowler, heavyweight, although boxing above his
weight, fought gallantly against Bdr. Murray. By skilful
boxing he probably gained a points lead in the first two
rounds. In the last round he took some heavy punishment
and then as a result of what many took to be a harsh
decision, was disqualified.
Pteu Lunnon, first string welter, in a fight which the
referee described as good, clean and snappy, gave an excel
lent display of clever boxing and was narrowly defeated by
Gnr. Fowles, who had the advantage of reach and height.
At the conclusion, of the contest both teams were pre
sented to Mr. Muftizade, the Commissioner of Famagusta.
All the spectators agreed with him when he said it had been
an excellent evening's boxing. Our men certainly acquitted
themselves very well.
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The March Social was held on the 3rd. Those present
were : Mrs. Parker, Mrs. Tidy, Mrs. Marshall, Mrs. Lock
year, Dodie Lockyear, Mrs. Vine, Mrs. Patterson, Mrs.
Spalding, Mrs. Flint, Mrs. Osborne, Mrs. Brown, Mrs.
Dodson, Mrs. Kill, Mrs. Hunter, Mrs. Tarver, Mrs. Mead,
Mrs. Marsh, Mrs. Blake, Mrs. Norton, Mrs. Hind, Mrs.
Wilson, Mrs. Partridge, Mrs. Waring, Mrs. Pitchers, Mrs.
Hurley, Mrs. Cooper, Mrs. Vale, Mrs. Leach and Mrs.
Berrett.
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4 th

5 th

BATTALION

EXERCISE "HUMPTY DUMPTY"

*T*HE main event at Avebury Avenue was
an exercise for officers involving a
study of the problems arising in the
employment of the Bn. in aid of the Civil
Defence Services in the event of nuclear
attack.
Instead of the usual syndicate
discussions round a model, we ran the
exercise as what the Staff College calls a
" Telephone Battle." The various com
manders thus had to grapple with their
several problems and produce their solutions by consultation
with their opposite numbers in the C.D. service concerned.
What really ensured the success of the whole thing
was the enthusiastic cooperation we got from our local
C.D. officers, who turned out in such strength that, during
the early part of Saturday evening, they actually out
numbered our own members. All night the whole building
hummed with activity from one end to the other like a
busy hive of bees.
All concerned claimed they enjoyed themselves.
Anyway they were all duly grateful, once again, to Mr. and
Mrs. Charlie May for their admirable catering arrange
ments.
BATTLE
Castle Hill
Razabil
Mayu Tunnels
Taungtha

HONOURS
Italy
1944
Burma 1944
Burma 1944
Burma 1945

6
4
4
4

Bn.
Bn.
Bn.
Bn.

CASSINO
We plan to give a story next month about the First
Army in North Africa and the following month about
the campaign in North West Europe in 1940. Since the
siege of Cassino lasted 116 days, from January to May,
1944, this month seems as good a time as any to fit in
a story about it. The Battle Honours Committee named
two Battles of Cassino, the first from 20th January — 25th
March, and the second from llth— 18th May. The Battle
Honour Cassino, borne on the Queen's Colour, honours
the part played by the Regiment in both Battles, by the
5th and 6th Bns. in both and the 1st Bn. in the second.
Readers of the Regimental History will scarcely need
to be told that the first Battle of Cassino, consisted in a
series of attempts to take the town and Monastery Hill
by direct assault, in the face of a dour and very gallant
resistance by, mainly, the 1st German Parachute Division.
In the second the assault went in across the Gari river to
the South, and it was not until the 8th Army had advanced
along the Liri Valley and cut off the German positions and
forced the garrison to surrender that Allied troops were
able to climb the slopes of Monastery Hill and take
possession.
In the period between was conducted the strangest
period of siege warfare of the whole compaign, during
which Cassino became a legend throughout the Armies in
Italy and a subject of controversy throughout the world.
The 8th Army soldier had too many local problems to
bother too much about the ethics of bombing monasteries.
Having received orders for a spell of duty in the line,
he was much more preoccupied with wondering how many
of the tales he had heard bore any relation to reality.
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He made the first stage of his journey by transport.
At one point on the route he passed a cross roads at which
all the traffic lanes in Italy seemed to meet; it had around
it every imaginable sign that enthusiastic route signers
could think of.
Among the signs of practically every unit in 8th Army
were liberally sprinkled others saying : " Have you taken
your mepracine ? "; " Verges clear "; " Keep right "; " One
way only "; " Beware the Demon Vino," the lot liberally
festooned with oversize cobwebs of signal wire. Just
beyond the cross roads stood the biggest sign of all; it
said: Route 6 — To Cassino — Is your journey really
necessary ?
The transport came to a hall at a hide among the
olive groves in the plain before Cassino, and from thereon
the journey had to be completed on foot and in the dark;
on foot because the sound of transport would have attracted
all kinds of unwelcome attention and in the dark because
all movement on the lines of approach would have been
clearly visible to watching eyes on the slopes of Manastery
Hill.
Your soldier thus plodded apprehensively down the
straight stretch of Route 6, known by the not startingly
original name of the " Mad Mile." Behind him he could
hear the dull rhythmic thump of the guns, round him he
could sense rather than see the apparently deserted country
side and in front hung the white curtain of smoke nightly
provided by the gunners to screen the activities of the
night.
Presently he picked his way over a battered Bailey
Bridge and entered what was once Cassino Town. Here
Route 6 abruptly disappeared, to be replaced by a network
of narrow paths winding their way between piles of rubble
and immense bomb craters. Here and there perhaps might
be discerned a piece of wall or a truncated chimney stack
to remind one that houses once stood there; otherwise it
was a scene of unexampled desolation.
The soldier plodded forward, hoping the guide in
front knew where he was going, and patiently easing the
weight of his equipment at the frequent and unexplained
checks in his progress. He might occasionally see the
shadowy figure of the sentry who had almost inaudibly
challenged the party, but otherwise the toiling backs of
one or two comrades in front would be the only sign
of life apparent. In the meantime he would be conscious
of two overwhelming impressions, beyond the general
discomfort and tension of the situation; there was the noise
and the smell. The former was occasioned by the smoke
screen, the dull thud of discharge followed closely by the
wail of the shell and the sharp crack of detonation close
overhead and the clatter of the containers falling among
the rubble. The continuous whine, crack and clatter, as
salvo after salvo came over, stunned and bemused the mind.
Later he became so accustomed to this nightly bombard
ment that he certainly preferred it to the uncanny silence,
when even a whisper seemed to echo from the hills, which
succeeded it later in the night.
The smell was a soil of compounded essence of all
battlefields, a foul miasma from stagnant water, entire
absence of sanitation and uncounted, unburied dead, dank
unwholesome all pervading. One felt it would never be
expunged from the scene.
Once he had reached the post he was to occupy for
the next 10 days or so, the soldier lived a strange, troglodyte
life. His quarters were in the cave formed by the collapse
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of masonry on top of and around the first floor of some
building.
He only saw daylight during his tour of duty in the
section of platoon OP., peering at a restricted view of the
Hotel des Roses and the slopes of Monastery Hill in the
background. At night he might emerge into the outer
air, either to occupy a night sentry post or perhaps more
briefly only to carry out the chore of emptying the " slops."
It might, perhaps, be his turn to be one of the carrying
party to make the trip to Coy. H.Q. and bring back the
rations and mail for his post. In between, his existence
was at once monotonous and nerve racking. There was
nothing to do between spells of duty, so there was no
physical exertion called for, yet the urgency of constant
altertness against surprise by a vigilant and enterprising
enemy, kept the nerves on the stretch. Troops coming out
of Cassino generally felt, after even a short spell, as
exhausted as if they had been engaged continuously on hard
physical labours.
The arrangements for relief at the end of a tour of
duty probably made the last 24 hours pass quickly, but
there was still the tricky journey back to be negotiated
before the other meaning of the word could be appreciated.
Walking back down the " Mad Mile" in bright moonlight
made one feel terribly exposed. Looking back one was
dismayed to see the clear outline of the summit of Monas
tery Hill standing out menacingly above the white curtain
of the smoke screen. As the soldier turned hurriedly back
to continue on his way he might well feel like the man in
the Ancient Mariner :
" As one that on a lonely road
Doth walk in fear and dread,
And having once more looked round
Turns nor more his head,
Because he knows the frightful fiend
Doth close behind him tread."
*

*

*

Observation by a Regular Soldier :
" One difference between the Regular Army and the
T.A. is that when you see an Order of Battle for an exercise,
in the Regular Army that's usually that. In the T.A. you
take no notice of it until you see Amendment No. 3."
Inscription seen in the Saloon Bar of the Foresters Inn :
" On the chest of a barmaid from Yale
Was tattooed the price of the ale;
And on her behind,
For the sake of the blind,
Was the same information in Braille."

NEWS FROM COMPANIES
"A" COY.
It is some long time since " A " Coy. has appeared in
print —much to our shame, due unfortunately to the age
old custom of ' passing the buck.' The buck has now come
to rest, however, and we hope to keep the Editor supplied
with news in the future.
We are all very pleased to see Maj. Large back on
recovery will be permanent. Our other invalid, C.S.M.

Hughes, is now back on his feet again and we look forward
to seeing him back at the Drill Hall soon.
This month has been a busy one as regards weekend
training. On February 1st, Lieut. George, C.Sgt. Smith
and Ptes. Mansfield, Egglesden and Stimpson represented
duty again after his spell in hospital and hope that his
the Coy. in the First Aid Competition. Much to our
amazement and pleasure they succeeded in coming third
to H.Q. and " C" Coys., who as we all know are very
highly thought of in the medical world. On February
28th we held a Coy. training weekend. We secured the
Depot 25 yds. range on Saturday afternoon, and introduced
the younger members of the Coy. to the F.N. rifle, Sterling
and Sten. A visit was also arranged to the Regimental
Museum, and Maj. Love kindly gave up his Saturday after
noon to show us around. On the Sunday a short map
reading exercise was arranged and successfully accomplished
with the assistance of transport provided by 507 Coy.
R.A.S.C. (T.A.). After lunching on the Pilgrims' Way at
Trottiscliffe, Messrs. Sutton and Parslow instructed the
Coy. on elementary tactics and field formations.
On 7th8th March some of this Coy. took part in the
'mudlark' called Badgers Mount, in the Aldershot Area.
The weather was against us from the start, but nevertheless
useful experience was gained by the younger element of
the Coy., who had never before undergone the delights of
occupying an all night defensive position in the pouring
rain. The highlight of the weekend was provided on
Sunday morning when the enemy strategically deposited a
tear gas bomb upwind of the mess tent at breakfast time.
Morale reached a low ebb at this point, not to be improved
until later that morning when the C.Sgt. demonstrated a
swallow dive into a conveniently situated culvert. The
exercise culminated with an attack on Jubilee Hill, when
it fell to the remnants of " A " Coy. to stagger up on the
final assault.
The standard of the Eire Republic will shortly be
lowered over Union Street, as Sgt. Maume has reached the
end of his sentence (earning full remission for good conduct)
and will be released after the next admin, inspection. His
successor will be Sgt. Atkins, who has already been intro
duced to Maidstone's secret weapon — the dart board with
out a treble ring — and is adjusting his game accordingly.
Finally, we have pleasure in welcoming back 'Tug'
Wilson, who, many readers will remember as our P.S.I, in
the early days of 1947. He has stated his intention of
rounding up some of the old N.S. men and trying to
persuade them to come back to the fold. We hope he is
successful, as recruiting has slowed up during the last few
months.

" B " COMPANY
The training programme was again a very full one
this month. On Sunday, 8th, another Coy. Exercise was
held, when we considered some of the situations which we
might face in the event of nuclear attack. Although we
cannot pretend to have found a complete solution to some
of the immense questions involved, we feel a very sound
approach was made to all the problems posed and the
exercise certainly set our minds working on the right lines.
Above all we cease to be overawed by thinking in thousands
or tens of thousands.
On the following weekend certain carefully selected
personnel from the Coy. took part in an exercise similar
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to last year's " Rhino Trek," but on a somewhat smaller
scale. By all reports everyone involved thoroughly enjoyed
themselves despite claiming in certain cases that the
opposition was possessed of supernatural qualities of
endurance. Everyone seems to have had a great deal of
physical exercise and to have learnt a lot as well.
On the next weekend the officers departed for an
exercise at Tonbridge involving a night's vigil.
Those who appeared at training the following Tuesday
were still blearyeyed in silent testimony.
Several evening training periods during the month were
spent in preparation for weekend training or in inquests
thereon, but weapon training and range practice continued
as usual.
Next month we look forward to several more weekends
of training, including once again one of our own Coy.
exercises, which we feel should be an exceptionally interest
ing one. It is also hoped, apart from training, to liaise
with our local Civil Defence friends on a social plain.

" C " COMPANY
This has been rather a hectic month — and March
seems to provide little relief !
Eight of the Coy. took part in Ex " Piltdown Progress "
on 7th8th February — much enjoying themselves and all
being greatly entertained by the Trg. Major's midnight
accident — when he is alleged to have hit the kitchen sink !
This may of course be a slanderous report — but it seems
that he hit something.
Weekend 21st22nd saw the Coy. Comd. on C.D. Ex
" HumptyDumpty " and the rest of the Coy. on Learner
Driver Instruction, Map Reading and Compass Training.
Sunday, 1st, saw the whole Coy. on Shoreham Range —
when we were able to zero to our hearts content. One
member of the Coy. had nicely zeroed his rifle — but when
it came to competitive shooting later on he could hardly
hit the target. Apparently someone borrowed his rifle and
zeroed it for himself. In future we look forward to seeing
our marksman going around with his rifle chained to his
arm. In spite of this the whole day was most enjoyable
and well worthwhile. Sgt. Rump ran the Canteen with
great success — and Mr. Webb and his A.C.F. ran the
butts, with equally great success.
7th8th March was spent at Aldershot. We were sorry
we could not dig — at least it would have kept us warm —
but many lessons were learned — not the least of which
was the knowledge of how rusty our Fieldcraft had become.
Doubtless details of the exercise are reported elsewhere —
but only those really at the ' sharpend ' could have enjoyed
the sight of platoons wallowing nearly waistdeep through
mud during one attack.
It would have been interesting
to have heard the comments of wives when their menfolk
returned home on Sunday afternoon. Special mention must
be made of Sgt. Palmer and his recce patrol from Norris
Hill right across Long Valley to Jubilee Hill. It took him
over four hours to get there and back. Having spent three
hours on the outward journey, it is perhaps understandable
that he exceeded his terms of reference by interfering with
the enemy's transport. The sight of a warm, dry and cosy
enemy was more than he, or his patrol, could stand.
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Pte. Chapman managed our 31 W.S. very well—in
spite of being overcome by the food at one stage.
We now face another weekend's training — Shoreham
Range on Saturday, 14th, and an Endurance Test on the
Sunday. Will we be here next month to report again ?
We are glad to report that C.Sgt. Sam Wood is out
of hospital and again taking our fares on the 402 Route.
We have missed him a great deal but he was fit enough
during his convalescance to join Pte. Atkinson and to
represent the Bn. First Aid Team in the Bde. Contest.

"H.Q." COMPANY
At Home to Tramps
Members of the T.A. sent out the following call to all
Tramps far and wide :
" Cum tramps won an' all
And join us at super tramps ball,
There'll be dansin, games and fun galore,
Yule be so 'appy yule arsk four moor,
So where yer best rags and tatters
(The werst yer looks the moor it matters)
Fore on this nite us'll chews a Tramp King and Queen
The loiks of wot afore yew aint never yet seene
And mid the lafter at the Ball
They shall rain in simpafee over all
And come grub toime sossidges and chips 'ull be yore
lot
Rapped in paper ('cos that's all we got)
As fore drinking glasses—we aint got nun
So fetch yore own jam jars and join in the fun
At the Grand Tramps Ball
To be held in the Barn
At Avebury Ave. Drill Hall."
(Johnson).
Tramps from far and wide assembed at the T.A. Centre,
Avebury Avenue, Tonbridge, on Saturday evening in ans
wer to the above call to httend the Ball and indulge in
frolics and fun in true Hobo style.
About 150 people attended, most of them in their rags
and tatters. In order that the tramps should feel at home,
the drill hall was transformed in a very realistic barn,
complete with straw, cobwebs, cats, rats and mice and all
the other amenities one finds in a good oldfashioned barn.
For the comfort of the Hobos and their Ladies empty beer
crates, planks and upturned buckets were provided for
seating. The wallop and sossidge and chips, dished up in
true hobo style, beer in jam jars and eats in newspaper and
enjoyed by all, was organised and produced by Mr. Charlie
May, his wife and daughter, they certainly know how to
cope with a motley crowd.
A parade was held to decide the King and Queen Hobo,
the results were : Hobo King, Sgt. Geoff Sales; Hobo Queen,
Miss Kathy Barton.
Credit for what was a very enjoyable function must go
to Sgt. and Mrs. Johnson, who made and produced the
animals and murals, Mr. and Mrs. Charlie May, Cpls.
Miller and Locke for transforming the Drill Hall into a
barn. The proceeds went to the Children's Christmas Tree
Fund. The music was provided and proceedings controlled
most admirably by Mr. M. Milton and his band.
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missed. If any mar. deserved a 15page character sketch
it was Cpl. Miles. However, shortage of space precludes
this. Ptes. Wickens and Smith have also served us long
and well in the Officers Mess. We wish all four a very
successful civilian career.

REGIMENTAL
DEPOT

O

N the 3rd of the month, the barracks was invaded by
30 boys from Penge Secondary Modern School com
plete with their Careers Master. This was the second of
such visits within a week. All except the master had
apparently convinced the District Youth Liaison Officer that
they wanted to be members of the "New Model" Army
in some 8 or 9 years time. They were entertained as
V.I.P.'s, that is to say were subjected to opening and closing
addresses by the Commanding Officer, shown the new(?)
SL rifle by C.S.M. Wilde, M.M., and treated to a techni
colour film entitled "With the 1st Battalion in Cyprus."
This wellworn epic has been shown to many recruits and
their parents and indeed must have done much to calm the
very natural fears of the latter for the welfare of their
offspring. It depicts life in the Panhandle area of Cyprus
as a welter of bathing and sport and generally gives the
impression of a very sunny holiday camp on Bullin lines.

Arrivals this month have included another Master
Potts, and we congratulate Sgt. and Mrs. Potts on the
Happy Event. 2/Lt. Tarver has arrived from Depot The
Royal Sussex Regiment to help us out for three weeks
pending the arrival of 2/Lt. Bateman from Cyprus. We
welcome him and say goodbye and good luck to 2/Lt.
Evers who is off to Oxford to become a Schoolmaster in
due course.
4

RECRUITING POSTER COMPETITION
A competition for the best Regimental Recruiting
Poster was recently concluded at the Depot.
A similar competition in the 4th/5th Battalion had
produced a very ingenious and wellexecuted poster, and
although the number of Depot entries was small, the
quality was again high.
Our entrants were:
Major G. U. Weymouth, M.B.E.
L/Cpl. Hodges.
Pte. May.

On the 5th, another 70 National Servicemen came in
to fill the gap until the Penge boys are ready to take up
arms. They were formed into Sevastopol and Inkerman
platoons under Sgt. Gordon, D.C.M., aided and abetted
by Cpls. Bona and Wilders.
By this time, Lt. Butler had fled to Oslo on an
exchange au pair with the Norwegian Army, and even the
CO retired for a Depot Commanders' Conference in the
comparative calm of Canterbury. Meanwhile the QM was
preparing his annual bombshell in the shape of the clothing
board. Here a bunch of laymen are herded into the sacred
stores and introduced (under close supervision) to the
mysteries of the " Q " vocabulary. We trust that Capt.
Abplanalp, 2/Lt. Evers and R.S.M. Watts will be allowed
out in time for Whitsun.
On the 21st, the Hockey team met its Waterloo on the
playing fields of Colchester, going down 1—0 to Colchester
Military Hospital (otherwise known as 9 Company,
R.A.M.C.) in the Command semifinal of the Minor Unit
Cup. We had most of the play but frittered away our
chances in front of goal.
Whereas our opponents,
beautifully led by their County centrehalf, snapped up a
very fleeting chance when it came their way. This was a
disappointment after our success in the District Cup, but
we certainly did not play well together on this occasion.
We are grateful to Lt. Langhorne from the 1st Battalion
and Cpl. Larkins of the Brigade Bandmaster's Establish
ment for playing for us. We'd have been very " pushed "
without them.
We were very sorry to say goodbye to Cpl. Miles, Pte.
Wickens, Pte. Smith and L/Cpl. Eitfert who left on
National Service release on 19th March. Cpl. Miles was a
tower of strength in the unit Orderly Room and his effi
cient, accurate typing and helpful manner will be sorely

The Depot and overall winner was Pte. May with the
design which is reproduced here. Perhaps May had an
advantage in that he was a signwriter and display artist
in civilian life, but this does not detract from the merits
of his work.
He wins the prize of £5 offered for the winning
design. L/Cpl. Hodges was awarded the second prize of
£2.
The panel of judges were:
Mr. Jay (Kent Messenger).
Mr. Simmonds (Art Master, Sutton Valence School).
Major J. H. Brock (4/5 R.W.K.).
and we thank them for their assistance,
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a handy pack

Here's one pack it's a pleasure to carry—
Kreemys, the new Sharp's toffees in the
handy pack. Buy a packet of scarlet
and gold wrapped Kreemys today
—they're delicious!
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also well received and in which the audience joined lustily,
much to their own enjoyment. Bob Nye, tenor, sang
"Smiling Through," "You made me care" and doubled
with Bert Simper in " September Love." Arthur Kelly was
the compere and as well as joining in the concerted items,
was a "dumb sketch" artist. Tony Goodgen gave some
light comedy, whilst Jack Ellis on the piano, Alex. Hunter
on the guitar and W. Nicholas (old Nick) on the violin
helped excellently in making a pleasant evening.
Our President's Welcome, Thanks, etc.

BROMLEY

BRANCH

T

HE monthly meeting, held on 28th February, was not so
well attended as it should have been, considering the
importance of the occasion, for it is at this meeting that the
formal activities of our annual social are thrashed out, and
I do urge our members not to treat the meetings with so
much apathy. Not only does it throw the onus on the few,
but it makes it harder for the executive to act to try to
please all.
The Chairman, Mr. R. F. Wilks, now sufficiently re
covered from his illness to take his rightful place, welcomed
the members in his usual quiet manner. He referred to the
continued indisposition of our late Chairman, Mr. A. V.
(Gunboat) Smith, for whom everyone was extremely sorry.
Several members had made repeated visits to him to break
the monotony of loneliness.
Our Social
Our 5th Annual Social was successfully held on 21st
March, when the following branches did service in sup
porting our efforts at our H.Q. at Bromley United Services'
Club, 33, London Road, Bromley. Gravesend were in
force, as they always are, London and Catford and District,
and yes, one member from Sevenoaks, Mr. Bowyer, who
broke his journey front London in order to be present. Of
the V.I.P.'s who had accepted our invitation an.d were
present were, The Mayor and Mayoress of Bromley, Coun
cillor G. R. Brown, M.B.E., J.P., and Mrs. Brown, Lt.Col.
H. N. Edwards, M.B.E., D.L., Chairman of the Regimental
Past and Present Association, and Mrs. Edwards, Lt.Col.
A. A. Eason, Secretary and Treasurer, Past and Present
Association, Col. K. J. Pearce, R.A.T.D. (B.U.S.C.) and
Mrs. Pearce, Capt. B. J. Finnie, M.C., President and Chair
man (B.U.S.C.) and Mrs. Finnie, Major P. M. (Bobby) Shaw
of Kohima fame, Lt. Len Leather and Major A. C. Coomber
(B.U.S.C.) and Mrs. Coomber. Lt.Col. C. S. Durtnell,
O.B.E., and Major C. Bruce of the London Branch were
also present. An apology for regrettable absence was
received from Lt.General Sir William P. Oliver and Lady
Oliver, owing to his sudden indisposition, which was
received with some concern.
The Concert
The Concert Party, arranged by Mr. R. G. Parker,
M.B.E., consisted of members of Bromley Garage, London
Transport. Unfortunately at the last moment he was not
able to be with them and he deputed, as an excellent stand
in, Mr. Bert Simper, an cxW.O. of The Queen's Own, who,
during his army service had broadcast over the Italian
Radio Network. He accompanied himself on the piano
and was well received with his songs, " The day that the
rains came," " Sorrento " and " Paddy McGinty's goat."
The many concerted items, particularly the old timers, were

During the interval, our President, Major Leslie Pyrke,
welcomed everybody from the Mayor and Mayoress down,
making special mention of the branches who came to sup
port us. He made especial reference, to whom he referred
as the " back room boys," who work to get the place ready
for our visitors' comfort and again clearing up the debris
afterwards to leave the hall clean and tidy. Of the lady
helpers, he gave thanks for their many efforts in offering
that sustenance which helps so much towards the comfort
of the " inner man." I refer, of course, to the tea and
coffee and the various types of meat and cheese sandwiches
and biscuits and the HOT sausage rolls, and believe me
they were very tasty and just " what the doctor ordered."
Reference was also made to the Club Steward and his wife,
Mr. and Mrs. Beere, without whose complete cooperation,
things would not run so smoothly. On a sad note he refer
red to Mr. A. V. Smith, who was popularly known as " Gun
boat " to all, who had again been removed to hospital as a
very sick man. Unfortunately, before I could get this
report off to the Editor, we heard of " Gunboat's " " passing
on " with regrets to all and sundry.
The Raffle
In all 33 prizes were distributed and our grateful thanks
are due to the donors. In order to be fair to them, and no
person has asked to be anonymous, I give a list of them so
far as my memory and notes serve. They were: Major and
Mrs. Pyrke, Capt. and Mrs. Finnie, Major P. M. (Bobby)
Shaw, Lt. L. Leather, Mr. and Mrs. R. F. Wilks, Mr. and
Mrs. W. D. Phillips, Mr. and Mrs. H. Woolnough, Mr. and
Mrs. H. Stevens, Mr. and Mrs. Lucy, Mr. and Mrs. G.
Lefley, Mr. and Mrs. A. Ellis, Mr. and Mrs. H. Wright,
Mr. and Mrs. G. H. Cockell, Mr. — Davies and last, but
not least our old timer Bill Parrott. Should any name be
omitted, I apologise in advance, as I may not have been
informed. The presents were varied, but nevertheless use
ful either for eating, drinking, wearing or home use and
included whisky (2 bottles), port, pomayne cider, cushions
(2), lady's handbag, blouse, velvet bootees, chicken (ready
trussed), eggs and bacon, tinned goods (2 bags), scent and
toilet soap, cleaning gauntlets, set jam dishes (3), tins of
biscuits (2), Easter eggs (filled, 3), pillow set, fancy table
cloth, pair flower vases, packet of sweets, toy baths with
babies, furniture cream, mothproofing liquid, set of six
tumblers in stand, cheroots and cigarettes.
The draw was made by two volunteer ladies, whom
we wish to thank, and the presents were very evenly dis
tributed, all branches and the V.I.P.'s participating in
receiving them. Mrs. Pyrke, wife of our President, was
very charmingly useful to the fortunate winners in helping
them make their choice.
And so ends another successful Bromley Social, which
we hope you all enjoyed.
I Wuzz Thayre.
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LONDON BRANCH

I

N view of the fact that the last Friday in March was
Good Friday we held our meeting on the Friday
previous to this Holy Day, 20 March, and I feel sure this
was the reason for the paucity of the attendance, there
being only twentysix members present.
The Bromley Get Together was held the night follow
ing our meeting and there's always the feeling that two
nights out in one week, does not go down very well with
the ladies at home. It's a good idea to take the lady of the
house to one function, however, and that's how you can
manage to attend both. Worth trying, chaps, next time
there's two in one week, bring the wife to one and have
the evening with the lads, alone, on the other.
Let us take our meeting first. It was nice to see the
Chairman, Ted Ballard back with us again. The Vice was
away, probably forgot the day, but both Treasurer Percy
Hallett, and Secretary Tom Briddock, were present. Our
popular hardworking Secretary tells me he will not be able
to be present at the A.G.M., but will, if asked, be pleased
to continue as Secretary. Good for you, Tom. He has
fixed to attend the A.G.M. of the P. & P. Association at
Maidstone on the 12th April on our behalf.
The Welfare Officer, Timber Marchant, was on parade
and was able to give his report on our invalids.
It was refreshing to have our President, General A.
Riddell, back with us again, and paying a surprise visit,
one of our members now taking a part in the Shorncliffe
Branch activities, Col. R. O. Pulverman. We gave him our
usual welcome and I feel sure he was quite happy to be
among us once again. Cols. C. S. Durtnell and H. D.
Chaplin were with us, Col. Pink, Major Kemp, and Dick
Forrester.
Veteran representation was upheld by Arthur Edwards,
Alf Toms, and Tom Vidler. Making a very welcome return
after illness was Harry Elson, who, despite Mrs. Elson's
opposition, decided that the meeting would do him more
good than remaining at home. I feel sure he was right.
Harry looked a much brighter man going home than when
he came in, and that was not due to the liquor consump
tion, as Harry does not imbibe to a great extent.
Mrs. Cox had made the journey up again and was
very welcome. With Mrs. Wallace, our total compliment
of ladies was therefore three. It was nice to see Tishy
Parker with us again, he had been bitten by the 'flu bug,
but now well recovered. He spent most of the evening with
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another of the members of the old " 62" Club, Bandy
Waller. Strange, how these war time comradeships fail
after just a few years, yet so many, most I should say, of
the members of the almost forgotten " 62s
were regular
soldiers. It was due to their use of the " Cranbourne " as
a HQ, that caused Len Remfry to install us there in 1952.
That was one of Lcn's master strokes, getting us away from
the old pub ir, Pimlico. although it was very dear to some.
It could never have held the numbers to which we have
been accustomed since our removal from there.
We opened on a sad note, as we were informed that
Mr. Hills, who bore the standard for the Maidstone Branch
for so long, had passed away. We pass on the Branch
sympathy and condolences to the relatives through the
/Maidstone Branch. Mr. Hills had been very ill of late and
I remember at the last Reunion, transporting he and Mrs.
Hills from the Depot to their home, as he was unable to
get a taxi, and was feeling unwell.
We had an invitation from Mr. Ratclitf, who besides
being one of our regulars now, is a British Legion wallah,
to pay his branch in Tottenham a visit. More food for
thought, and perhaps we shall be able to arrange a match
with them, indoor games, etc.
The President gave us news of our VicePresident,
Major A. S. Bredon, who was, at the date of the meeting
careering around the Bahamas in a banana boat, or a
tramp steamer, together with three or four colleagues, and
having a whale of a time. They had found time to call on
Major MoultonBarrett, who would doubtless be remem
bered by many recruits who passed through the Depot.
Well done, sir, and we hope the trip has fully agreed with
you.
There was no raffle on this occasion but despite the
small attendance the collection was quite handsome for
our Benevolent Fund. The visit to the Barnardo's Homes
was brought up, but once more owing to numbers, this was
shelved. Timber with his tape recorder again, stated he
would like to put over good reasons for our visit by giving
us a short recording of his visit to the Homes. We expected
this to last a couple of minutes, but after three had passed,
and Timber informed us that it went on for about fifteen,
I requested a closure, as, to be quite honest, the Branch
wasn't really interested in listening to a three cornered
conversation with Timber, Colonel and Mrs. BoothTucker,
giving question and answers on dates and statistics. We
attend the meeting for branch business and for the benefit
of the branch and this was getting us nowhere. With all
due respect to Timber it's time the old tape recorder was
left at home.
Despite the fact that the next day was the Bromley
Get Together it was very nice to see Bob Milton, one of
our latest bothbranch members with us. We were able to
give him advance information as to numbers.
The meeting closed and the bar opened. Now for the
Bromley Get Together.
Not so many lof the branch
attended as at last year, but we were well represented how
ever, the following being present. Col. C. S. Durtnell, on
the bench As he is an old 5th Battalion Adjutant, he is
very well known there as was recalled in Major Pyrke's
speech. By the way, the Colonel of the Regiment did not
attend. He was unwell. This was unfortunate as it held up
the entertainment for a short time. Charles and Mrs.
Dumbrell attended, my wife was on parade, and Tom and
Mrs. Briddock, but I don't remember any other husband
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and wife couples from London. Unusual; last year there
were at least seven. However, all my sports team was there,
Johns, Newton and Teare, Tom Silk, Alf Whelan, Charlie
Lewis, all in great form. Timber Marchant, Darkie
Mastin, Dapper Martin, the last two trying vainly to win
the jackpot in the fruit slot machines.
Prominent at the bar as soon as I arrived was Bill
Phillips and Harry Stevens and we were made very wel
come. I went along and had a chat to my friend " Iwuzz
thayre," Mr. George Cockell, and met Robert Wilks, not
fully recovered, but looking quite well nevertheless and
feeling happy no doubt that the show, as last year, was
extremely well attended. The entertainment, in the hands
of an extremely capable concert party went off in great
style and fully merited all the applause.
The raffle, for fully as many prizes as our London
Branch Xmas " Do," went on interminably, but was
thoroughly enjoyed by all. I watched part of the Draw,
and from what I saw, most of the prizes were being
swallowed up by the Gravesend Branch. Now here's an
eyeopener. J haven't been to their Branch ever, although
I was in the Milton Barracks a few months during the war.
I know they have few members, but they really go to town
on this night of the Bromley G.T. They hire a 36seater
coach, it might hold more, and they pack it. They bring
their wives, their daughters, sons, their children and make a
real " beano " of it. It must have warmed the cockles of
the hearts of the Bromley Committee, to see them enjoying

the show to the full, and I'm sure everyone in the hall
enjoyed the success they were having in the Draw.
It was nice to see the Catford contingent too, there
was Mr. Lake and Dickie Hales present, always nice to
see them. When we meet now, in fact, Lew Lake says,
" Hello—another year must have passed," which shows the
rareness of our meetings. It's none the less cordial for
all that. Both the above lads are the soul of the party
at these functions and thoroughly enjoy themselves.
George Cockell announced his President, Major L.
Pyrke, who made a very pretty speech, prior to the draw,
welcoming the representatives of the branches. He men
tioned the various people sitting on the front seats, and
when he referred to our Colonel C. S. Durtnell, stated that
although a Bromley man, he was a member of the London
Branch but had now become a member of the Bromley
Branch, at which loud cries of " Traitor " came from the
London contingent. We are pleased at this gesture of Col.
Pug Durtnell's. We have several Bromley members on our
books, Bill Phillips, Robert Wilks, Harry Stevens, Bob
Milton, among others, and we are proud to have them, so
there is every good reason for our lads to belong to their
branch as well as our own. I fancy Major Pyrke may
have been a little perturbed at the " Traitor " call! He need
have no fears, the calling was all in fun and the callers
having a great time. They always do. I noticed they had
inveigled Capt. Binnie into their company later on at the
bar!
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to pay sixpence to the Children's Christmas Tree Fund by
failing to wear his branch badge.
We understand that Fred Jezard, having suffered some
slight indisposition, is now back to duty, for which we are
all very glad. It would appear to be a good idea to keep
your fingers in the pie, Fred, but out of the machinery.
T.L.S.
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ENGINEERS
HEAD

OFFICE

1 KING
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MAIDSTONE
PHONE 3355 (8 LINES ..

With all the prizes gone, the parties sorted themselves
out and went along to the United Services Club Room,
where all was very merry and gay. Thus another Bromley
Get Together ended. 1 have attended two, both have been
very successful shows and this one, i think, was a shade
better than last years. 1 trust they will continue.
Having seen that Bill Phillips was narrowly beaten by
Robert Wilks for the Chairmanship of Bromley, we give
Robert our congratulations. We hope he will continue the
excellent work of Gunboat Smith, who is so ill at the
moment. We of the London Branch send Gunboat our
best wishes for better health.
Before this appears in print our games with the Brom
ley Branch at the B.U.S.C. will be a thing of the past. I
wonder how we will get on this time? All' my team have
again promised attendance. Till next month. "
The Spider.

TONBRIDGE

AND

TUNBRIDGE

WELLS

HPHE March meeting was well attended. Rather more
A
than the usual numbers were present under the Chair
manship of Major N. S. C. Elmslie, supported by
O.R.Q.M.S. J. Breadcn, M.B.E., and Mr. F. Jezard.
The business side of the meeting over, all members
repaired to the Sergeants' Mess where they joined other
members and friends for the social side of the evening.
We were happy to have with us Mr. Guest, of the
Buffs Association, who brought with him invitations to
two members to attend their Annual Dinner. These invi
tations came from the Chairman of the Cranbrook Branch.
Mr. Guest also extended a separate invitation to our Secre
tary, Mr. F. Jezard.
These invitations are keenly appreciated and it would
appear that the Inter Regimental spirit has got off to a good
start. We hope very much that this is so and look forward
to many other happy times.
The changes made in our Committee at the A.G.M.
seem to be bearing fruit. Quite a number of members came
over from Tunbridge Wells and their presence did much to
make the evening the success it was.
We look forward to our next ladies' night, which is to
be held on the 22nd April, when we expect to entertain
members and friends from our Maidstone Branch.
We are all hoping that Swiney Wraight will be the first

GRAVESEND

BRANCH

G

RAVESEND BRANCH held their monthly meeting on
Friday, 3rd April; owing to the small attendance the
meeting was very brief. A letter was received from the
Regimental Headquarters of the Committee of the Past
and Present Association meeting. Mr. Benwell was asked
to attend this meeting at Maidstone owing to our Secre
tary, Mr. Nichols being on the sick list and who is still
very ill. Our Chairman, Mr. Haddon was unable to attend
due to work commitments.
Twentyseven members and their wives attended the
Bromley Branch Social on the 21st March. Those who
attended asked me to thank the Bromley Branch for their
kind invitation and giving them such an enjoyable evening
with such a lovely concert party to entertain, us. Weil done,
Bromley, for all the hard work you must have put in with
regard to catering, etc., to make the evening a success.
We in the Gravesend Branch appreciate it very much. Our
branch had all the luck of draw, several of our members
won prizes.
Our next meeting will be our Annual General Meeting
which will be on; Friday 1st May. We hope to see many
of our absent members at this meeting. A lot of our
staunch members have passed away this last year. We
want some young members as well as the old to take more
interest in the Branch so that it can be run more on the
social side instead of meeting monthly.
Ben.
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During 1958, the number of men and women from the
Regular Armed Forces of the Crown placed in employment
by the National Association for Employment of Regular
Sailors, Soldiers and Airmen was 19,763, which was 79.5%
of those who registered at one or other of the Association's
52 Branches covering the whole of the United Kingdom.
It is of interest that of this number, 8,162 were from the
Army and 29 were from your Regiment.
At some time or another, every Regular eventually
returns to civil life. When this happens, looking for a
decent job can be a trying and lengthy business.
This is where the National Association conies in, com
pletely free, to help you to start right. If you are not abso
lutely sure of your job. get in touch with the local Job
finder. Incidentally, he is an exRegular like yourself so
you will be quite at home when you meet him. He knows
the employers and the vacancies they want to fill and can,
therefore, give you an up to the minute picture of the local
employment possibilities.
If, when you get home, you have forgotten, lost or
have never been told the address of your Area Jobfinder.
apply at any big Post Office, or to your own Regimental
Association. They'll be able to give it to you.
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A Short Account of its Origins, Service and
Campaigns, 17561956. Price 1 /  post free
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PUZZLE PICTURES
Answers given above.

These two pictures look the same—but they're not. Test your powers of observation by comparing them, you should
find the picture on the right differs in ten small details.
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MEETINGS

Mr. G. H. Cockell.
Last Saturday each month, 8 p.m.. United
3 Priestfleld Road. Forest Hill, S.E.23.
Service Club, Bromley.
Chatham
Mr. S. L. Thompson Major H. M. Smith, M.B.E.,
First Monday each month. 7.30 p.m., at "The
"Jutogh," 16 Beaconsfield Road, Chatham.
Hare and Hounds," 340 High Street,
Rochester. (Phone Chatham 43878).
Catford & District .. Mr. R. A. Fielder ...Mr. Len Clarke
The second Friday in every month at "The
38. Queenswooa Road. Forest Hill,
Railway Siginal," Devonshire Rd., Forest
S.E.23.
Hill. S.E.23.
Gravesend
Mr. Haddon
Mr. W. T. Nichols.
Every six weeks at Terminus Hotel, Stuart
9 The Bungalows, Cross Lane West,
Rd.. Gravesend. Next meeting 2nd June.
Gravesend, Kent.
London
Mr. T. Ballard
Mr. T. Briddock,
Last Friday each month, at "The Cran
74 Cherry Tree. Walk, West Wickham.
bourn." 1 Upper St. Martin's Lane,
Kent.
Leicester Square, W.C. 2.
Maidstone
Mr. H. W. Maxlow .. Mr. A. Waterman,
Third Friday each month, at 7.45 p.m., Ser
Little Holmestead. Forge Lane.
geants' Mess, Depot, R.W.K., Maidstone.
Leeds, Nr. Maidstone, Kent.
Ma
Sevenoaks
J A. H. Coombes, Mr. J. Palmer,
Last Thursday each month, at 8 p.m., Drill
T.D.
c/o T.A. Centre, Argyle Road, Sevenoaks.
Hall, Argyle Road, Sevenoaks.
" FleursdeLys," Sandgate. Quarterly, first
Shorncliffe
Lt.Col. I. R. Lovell .. Mr. E. W. N. Elvy.
235 Cheriton High Street. Folkestone.
Friday, January, April, July, October.
Third Wednesday of each month, T.A.
Tonbridge and
Maj. N. S. C. Elmlie M. F. Jezard.
Centre. Avebury Avenue. Tonbridge.
Tunbridge Wells
2 Milton Gardens. Tonbridge.
Reunions twice yearly at White Hart Hotel,
6th Battalion
Lt.Col. G. K. Defrates Mr. C.Sayers.
D.S.O., M.C.
59 Grasmere Gardens, Orpington.
Bromley.
Reunions annually in March or April as
7 t h Battalion
Major E. Goodman .. Mr. T. Shepherd.
492 Dcwnham Way, Bromley, Kent.
notified in Press and "Q.O.G."
8th Battalion
10th

Battalion

11th Battalion
20th (London)

Mr. R. F. Wilks

. . . .

Annual Dinner, as notified in "Q.O.G."
Mr. Stanford.
10 Bramble Close. Maidstone.
Annual
Dinner, as notified in "Q.O.G."
Mr. A. E. Buddell,
Mr. L. W. Dawson.
O.B.E., M.C.
19 Chestnut. Drive, Heme Bay, Kent.
Meeting first
Tuesday each month. Hoity
Mr. J. Mingay
Mr. F. Sales.
16 Kidbrooke Grove. Blackhcath. S.E. 3.
Hedge House, Blacklieath,

Membership is open to all who are serving or who have served in The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
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Life Membership : Officers £ 2 / 1 0 / 0 ; Other Ranks, 10/; or an Annual Subscription of : Officers, 5/, other Ranks, 1 /  .
The object of this Association is to foster esprit de corps, to help members keep in touch with one another, and to assist those in
distress.

The Association is affiliated to t h e British Legion.

Past and Present Association

Badges are available a t a cost of 2 /  to Life Members.

All communications should be addressed to the Hon. Secretary, Past and Present Association, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone, Kent.
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THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT (50th and 97th)
" Quo Fas et Gloria ducunt." The Sphinx superscribed " Egypt."
The White Horse of Kent with motto "Invicta."
"Vimiera," "Corunna," "Almarez," "Vittoria," "Pyrenees," "Nive," "Orthes,"
"Peninsula,"
"Punniar,"
"Moodkee,"
"Ferozeshah,"
"Aliwal,"
"Sobraon,"
"Alma,"
"Inkerman," Sevastopol," "Lucknow," "New Zealand," "Egypt, 1882,"
"Nile, 188485," "South Africa, 190002" "Afghanistan, 1919."
The Great War—18 Battalions.—" M o n s , " "Le Cateau," "Retreat from Mons," "Marne, 1914," "Aisne, 1914," "La Bassee, 1914,"
"Messlnes, 1914, '17" "Ypres, 1914, '15, '17, '18," "Hill 60," "Gravenstafel," "St. Julien," "Frezenberg," "Loos,"
"Somme, 1916 '18," "Albert, 1916, '18." "Bazentin," "Delville
Wood," "Poziers," "Guillemont," "FlersCourcelette,"
"Morval," "Thiepval," "Le Transloy," "Ancre Heights," "Ancre, 1916, '18," "Arras, 1917, '18," "Vimy, 1917," "Scarpe, 1917,"
"Oppy," "Pilcken," "Langemarck, 1917," Menin Road," "Polygon Wood," "Broodseinde," "Passchendaele," "Cambrai,
1917, '18" "St. Quentin," "Rosieres," "Avre," "Villers Bretonneux," "Lys," "Hazebrouck," "Kemmel," "Ameins," "Bpaume,
1918," "Hindenburg Line," "Epehy," "Canal du Noi'd," "St. Quentin Canal," "Courtrai," "Selle," "Sambre," "France and
Flanders, 191418," "Italy, 191718," "Suvla," "Landing at Suvla," "Scimitar Hill," "Gallipoli, 1915," "Rumani," "Egypt,
191516,"' "Gaza," "El Mughar," "Jerusalem," "Jericho," "Tell 'Asur," "Palestine, 191718," "Defence of Kut el Amara,"
"Sharqat," "Mesopotamia, 1^1518."
Second World War—"Defence of The Escaut," "Foret de Niepp e," "NorthWest Europe, 1940," "Alam el Haifa," "El Alamein,"
"Djebel Abiod," "Djebel Azzag, 1942," "Oued Zarga," "Djebel An g," "Medjez Plain," "Longstop Hill, 1943,
Si Abdallah,
Noith
Africa, 194243," "Centuripe," "Monte Rivoglia," "Sicily, 1943," "Termoli," "San Salvo," "The Sangro," "Romagnoln ^ Impos
sible Bridge," "Villa Grande," "Cassino," "Castle Hill," "Liri Valley," "Piedimonte Hill " "Trasimene Line,; Arezzo,
Advance
to Florence," "Monte Scalari," "Casa Fortis," "Rimini Line," "Savio Bridgehead,
Monte Pianoeieno, ,'Monte_ Spaduio,
" The Senio," "Argenta Gap," "Italy, 194345," "Greece, 194445," "Leros," "Malta, 194042,
North Arakan,
Razabil,
Mayu
Tunnels," "Defence of Kohima," "Taungtha," "Sittang, 1945," "Burma, 19434o.
ColonelinChief : H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Colonel of the Regiment : LieutenantGeneral Sir William Oliver, K.C.B., O.B.E., D.L.
Deputy Colonel of the Regiment : MajorGeneral D. E. B. Talbot, C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C.
O.C., Regimental Depot, Major G. U. Weymouth, M.B.E.
Allied Regiments of t h e Canadian Army :
1st Bn., Royal New Brunswick Regiment—ColonelinChief : H.M. The Queen.
The Essex and Kent Scottish Regiment
Allied Regiment of the New Zealand Forces :
The Canterbury Regiment.
Regular and Territorial
1st Bn. (50th and 97th Foot)

Battalions :

British Forces Post Office 53,

4th/5th Bn. (T.A.)—Tonbridge.
Units of the Army Cadet Force affiliated :
1st A.C.F. Bn., Maidstone.

2nd. A.C.F. Bn., Tunbridge Wells.

"The Queen's Own Gazette" is published monthly.
Subscription : The rates, payable in advance to the Editor, are as follows : Officers, 9/ per annum, post free; Other
Ranks, 5/ per annum, post free.
The Editor is always glad to receive articles and items of news suitable for publication. Address MSS. direct
Editor, The Barracks, Maidstone.
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21st ANNUAL REUNION
MEMORIAL SERVICE PARADE, 26th JULY, 1959
10.45 a.m.—Standard Bearers' Competition

T

HE Standard Bearers' Competition will take place at
10.45 on the Square. Points will be allotted for the
cleanliness of equipment and Standard Bearer Drill.
The conditions for the Competition are being prepared
by R.S.M., The Depot, and they will be notified to all
Branches in due course.
Last year's winner was the Tonbridge and Tunbridge
Wells Branch.

11.07 a.m.—Parade
All ranks will form up in close column of Bns., in
facing South.
Officers will parade with their respective Units.
Senior Officer will take command.
Members who have served in more than one
decide with which Unit they will parade.
The Officer Commanding the Regimental Depot
Command the parade.

line

On arrival at Brenchley Gardens, the Parade will be
led by guides to form close column, facing the Regimental
Cenotaph. Units will halt and turn inwards in "threes" and
stand at ease.
The Worshipful The Mayor of Maidstone
members of the Corporation will be in attendance.

and

The Officer Commanding Regimental Depot will call
the Parade to "Attention," the Regimental Padre will give
the Exhortation, the "Last Post" will be sounded and a two
minute silence observed, followed by "Reveille." Wreaths
will then be laid on the Cenotaph.

The

At the conclusion of the Service, Units will march off
led by a guide, to Station Road, where the Band will be
formed up ready to return to Barracks via Sandling Road.

will

March Past

will

On arrival in Barracks, the Colonel of the Regiment
will take the Salute on the Barracks' Square at the near
corner of the Officers' Mess.

11.25 a.m.—March Off
The Parade, headed by the band, will move in
column of route, via Sandling Road, Week Street, High
Street, Mill Street to All Saints' Church.

Standard Bearers, less their escort will form up on
either side of the Saluting Base.
The Officer Commanding each Bn. will give the com
mand, "Eyes Right," and he alone will salute or remove
his headdress.

11.40 a.m.—Arrival at Church

Meals

On arrival at Church, Standard Bearers, Depot 2nd
Bn., 5th Bn., 7th Bn., 11th Bn. and Home Guard will enter
the Church by the North Entrance and will be conducted to
their seats on that side of the Church. The remaining Units
will enter the Church by the South entrance and will occupy
seats on that side of the Church.
The Worshipful the Mayor of Maidstone, and members
of the Corporation, will be attending the Service.
Branch standard bearers will form up in pairs in the
North porch, leaving room for the Mayor's Procession, and
will move up to the Altar, where the Vicar will receive the
Standards and place them near the Altar.
Standards will be returned to the bearers in reverse
order on completion of the Service.
Front seats will be reserved for the Mayor of Maid
stone, members of the council, for ladies and officers in
uniform.
Ladies wishing to attend the service at All Saints'
Church should proceed independently.

Lunch will be provided in the New Gymnasium,
at a cost of seven shillings per head. A buffet lunch
will be available in the N.A.A.F.l. for those not
requiring a set lunch. Members are requested to notify
their requirements to their local Branch Representatives, or
tickets may also be obtained on application to: The Hon.
Secretary, Regimental Headquarters, The Queen's Own
Royal West Kent Regiment, the Barracks, Maidstone. Cash
must accompany the order.
The Committee of the Past and Present Association
decided at their Annual General Meeting to limit the
number of lunch tickets this year to 150.
No lunch tickets will be available for sale after
Saturday, 11th July.
TEA—A buffet tea will be available from 3.30 p.m.
This will be served in tents on the Back Field.

Parade Outside Church in Mill Street
After the service, members are requested to leave the
Church beginning from the front pew, and return to Mill
Street by the same route as they entered.
The Band and markers will be in position in Mill
Street, and Units will form up in column of "threes" in
reverse order of march facing High Street.
March Off
Route : Mill Street, High Street, Pudding
Museum Street, and then to Brenchley Gardens.

Lane,

Amusements
Shooting—The InterBranch Small Bore Rifle Com
petition on the 25 yards open range (in rear of the miniature
range) will begin at 3 p.m.
Branch teams to consist of four men. Ten rounds
each will be fired on the "Roberts" target, two sighters will
be allowed. Entrance fee: one shilling per team.
The Challenge Cup, presented by the Depot, will be
awarded to the winning team. The present holders are the
Catford and District Branch.
A P.T. Display will be given during the afternoon by
the Recruits of the Depot.
Children's Races—These will be organised during the
course of the afternoon.
Sideshows—are being run by Branches,
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REGIMENTAL DINNER

TE6itorial

The Regimental Dinner was held at the United Service
Club on Friday, 8th May, 1959.

W

E publish this month information concerning the 21st
Annual Reunion. Please make a note of the date
and if you want a lunch ticket apply as soon as possible
to the Editor, Regimental Headquarters, The Barracks,
Maidstone, Kent. Cash should accompan.y the order.
We offer our congratulations to Lt.Col. A. J. M. Flint,
M.B.E., and to Lt. T. J. B. Locker, on being mentioned in
despatches, and also to Major H. B. H. Waring on being
awarded the M.B.E.
The above awards are for services in Cyprus between
the dates 1st July and 31st December, 1958.
*

:i:

*

Diaries, 1960
An order form for next years Diary is enclosed, if you
want one. please fill it in and return it as soon as possible.
The price of Regimental Diaries including postage for
1960 are :—
16s. Id.
Wallet complete with pencil .
5s. 7d.
Leather, complete with pencil
5s. 5d.
Plexide, complete with pencil . . .
Refills, complete
2s. lOd.

Social and Personal
There have been very few visitors to the Depot during
the past month.
The first to sign the Colonel of the Regiment book was
"Mike" Smith, "who is ADC to General Talbot in
Colchester. He was followed by Captain " Bill " Stitt who
is working with the Kent Territorial Association. Next
we have two members of the 4th/5th Battalion. Lt.Col.
Roy Waring, the Commanding Officer, and Mr. Hoggart,
the Quartermaster.
Lt.Col. Charles Chaplin paid us a visit after seeing
the Printers about the publishing of his new history.
And finally we welcome Mr. D. G. Watson, who
signed on first appointment. He is attached to the R.A.O.C.
at Donnington.
-

*

*

The Book in the Guard room contains the name of
only one member of the Regiment : J. E. Miles, who served
on the Depot Staff.
:;!

*

*

*

Major George Dutfield phoned to say he regretted he
would not be able to attend the Regimental Dinner this
year. He says he is retiring in the not too distant future.
«
*
*
*
Major " Bob " Sivers and his wife spent a week over
here. He was dined out during this period, and we are
happy to say he is looking and feeling much fitter.
*

*

*

*

A Mr. C. Brett paid us a visit during the month, he
was an MT Driver in the 1st Battalion, before the War.
We offer our congratulations to Captain J. S. Fletcher
and Captain D. H. Woolsten.croft on qualifying in the Staff
College examination, and hope they will both be selected
to attend a course.

The Colonel of the Regiment presided.
A telegram of good wishes was received from the
officers of the 1st Battalion in Cyprus, who said they were
looking forward to this fixture next year.
81 members attended the dinner.
LicutenantGeneral Sir William Oliver, K.C.B., C.B.E.,
Colonel of the Regiment.

D.L.

Hiscock, P., Esq.
Abplanalp, Capt. V.
Hoggart, E. J. W., Esq.
Andrews, Lt.Col. D. H., M.C.
Jackson, Col, D. W., O.B.E.
Archer, Major M. G. M., M.C.
James, Capt. R. A., M.C.
Bateman, G. B., Esq.
Kenyon, Major T., T.D.
Batten, C. J., Esq.
Knight, Major G. B., T.D.
Battye, Major C. F., M.C.
Lees, Lt.Col. R. M.
Bayliss Smith, Major S., F.C.A.
Bourne, Major Sir Frederick, K.C.S.I ..Leigh, Major J. T.
LewisBarned, Major De S. H., M.C.,
C.I .E.
J.P.
Bredon, Major A. S.
Love, Major R.
Brooke, Col. H. J. S., O.B.E.
Manners,
Lt.Col. D. C. J.
Brounlie, Lt.Col. C. A. de B., M.C.
Martyn, Col. A., O.B.E.
Brown, Brigadier H. S., M.C., T.D.
Mines,
Lt.Col.
R. C. E., M.B.E.
Buckle, Lt.Col. P. C. M.
Neve, Capt. R. W., M.C.
Burrows, Major J. D., M.B.E.
O'Dowda,
Lt.General
Sir James, K.C.B.,
Butler, C. D. B., Esq.
C.S.I., C.M.G.
Butler, Lt.Col. R., M.B.E., M.C.
Pardington, Lt.Col. G. E. L., M.B.E.,
Cale, Capt. R. H., M.C.
T.D.
Chaplin, Lt.Col. H,. D.
Peachell, Lt.Col. W. A., O.B.E.
Clarke, Capt. C. S.
Pulverman, Col. R. O., O.B.E.
Clay, Col. B. L„ O.B.E.
Pybus, Capt. I. D.
Combe, Major H. J. D., T.D.
Craven, Lt.Col. C. E. P., O.B.E.
Riddell, Maj.Gen. R. A., C.B.E.
Crook, Lt.Col. P. E., D.S.O., O.B.E.
Ruffell, Major D.
Crumplin, Major W. C. D.
St. Croix, Major D. H.
Dover, Major V., M.C.
Scott, Lt.Col. H. E.
Duggan, Major H. B., T.D.
Sharpin, Lt.Col. E. A.
Duggan, Capt. H. R.
Smith, M., Esq.
Durtnell, Lt.Col. C. S„ O.B.E.
Snelgrove, Major J. S. N.
Eason, Lt.Col. A. A.
Stanyon, Major T. T. W.
Edwards, Lt.Col. H. N., M.B.E., D.L.
Stephens, Capt. S. V.
Elliott, Major E. G.
Stoneham, Major B. J. R.
Elliott, Col. G. G., D.S.O.
Stringer, Commander G. N. P., O.B.E.
Ellwood, Capt. K. S.
D.F.C., R.N.
Elmslie, Major N. S. C.
Talbot, MajorGen. D. E. B., C.B.E.,
Faulkner, Major D. O.
D.S.O., M.C.
Fitzpatrick, Capt. J. N.
Upton, Major T. V., M.B.E.
Fletcher, Capt. J. S.
Fraser, C., Esq.
Waring,
Lt.Col. A. R. H., T.D.
Gibbs, Major S. L., T.D.
Weymouth, Major G. U., M.B.E.
Gibbs, W. J., Esq.
White,
Major
H. B. H., D.S.O.
Gregory, M. K., Esq.
WingfieldStratford, Col. G. E., C.B.E.
Haycraft, Lt.Col. J. M.
M.C.
Heygate, Lt.Col. E. S., M.C.
Hibbert, Brigadier O. Y., D.S.O., M.C. Wood, Major D. W. J., T.D.

REGIMENTAL AT HOME
The "At Home " was held at the Savoy Hotel, on Fri
day, 8th May, 1959. We were honoured by the presence of
Her Royal Highness, The Duchess of Kent.
Those present were :—
Lt.Gen. Sir William and Lady Oliver.
Major and Mrs. Archer.
Lady Bonham Carter.
Mrs. E. D. Brooks.
Major A. S. Bredon.
Col. and Mrs. Clay.
Sir George and Lady Coldstream.
Major and Mrs. Crumplin.
Lt.Col. and Mrs. Durtnell.
Lt.Col.,
Mrs.
and
the
Misses
(Patricia and Rosemary) Eason.
Lt.Col. and Mrs. Edwards
Major and Mrs. E. G. Elliott.
Mrs. G. G. Elliott, and daughter.
Mrs. D. H. Gwilliam.
Mrs. P. Hastings.
Capt. and Mrs. Haynes.
Brig. O. Y. Hibbert.
Mr. and Mrs. Hoggart.
Capt. and Mrs. Howlett.
Col. and Mrs. Jackson.
Mrs. J. Latham.

Major and Mrs. De S. H. Lewes
Barned
and
Daughter
(Mrs.
Clauson).
Mrs. F. Lovell.
Lt.Col., Mrs. and Miss (Susan)
Macklin.
Col. and Mrs. Martyn.
LtGen. Sir
James and
Lady
O'Dowda.
Mrs. Palin.
Major and Mrs. PelhamReid.
Col. and Mrs. Pulverman.
Mrs. Robinson.
Mrs. W. Rowe.
Lt.Col. and Mrs. Scott.
Lt.Col., Mrs.i and Miss (Jane)
Sharpin.
Mrs. K. SinclairStevenson.
Major and Mrs. Stoneham.
Commander and Mrs. Stringer.
Mrs. Rodney Style and Daughter.
Maj.Gen. D. E. B. Talbot.
Major and Mrs. Weymouth.
Major and Mrs. D. W. J. Wood.
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OBITUARY
BOOTES.—The death took place at his home at Lydd on
1st February, 1959, of Mr. H. W. Bootes, late of the
Regiment. He served in World War I with the Kent
Cyclists and later with the Royal West Kent Regiment
in France and Italy, while during World War II, he
was an instructor, with the rank of sergeantmajor, in
Ashford Drill Hall.

Battalion won the 44th Division Football Cup, either in
1921 or 1922, I can't remember which, but it must have
been in one of those years. I was at the final which was
played at KingstononThames.
Of course, Col. Chaplin may have been in possession
of all this information, but did not consider it of sufficient
interest to put it in his article, in which case I admit Lo
being a nuisance and ask you to consign this to the W.P.B.
Yours truly,

4

E. E. MOULTONBARRETT.

FORTHCOMING

MARRIAGE

HENDERSON — WESTERN.— The engagement is an
nounced, and the marriage will take place quietly,
between GeofTrey, son of Sir Charles and Lady
Henderson, of Arnolds, Beare Green, Dorking, and
Paris, and Pamela Western, of Green Cottage, Pern
bury, Tunbridge Wells, widow of Brig. E. W. D.
Western, D.S.O., of The Queen's Own Royal West
Kent Regiment, and daughter of the late Sir Philip and
Lady Petrides.


FORTHCOMING

EVENTS

July IOth—Regimental Golf Meeting, Wrotham Heath.
July 22nd, 23rd, 25th, and 27lh—Maidstone Cricket Week.
July 26th—21st Annual Reunion.
19th September, Annual Social Gathering, at
Maidstone.

LETTERS

TO

THE

EDITOR

Dear Sir,
Kut Dinner
The 24th Annual Dinner of the Kut Garrison was
held at the Charing Cross Hotel on Saturday, 2nd May, at
6.45 p.m.
Members of the 2nd Battalion present were : Band
master (Flossie) Combs, Messrs. Kingsmill, Holymeyer,
Tosh Morris, Freeman, Haigh, Hazel, Hockaday (Devon
att.), Fissenden, Murry. Absent, G. Cheeseman,.
The total number present this year was 68. Two of
our members, A. White and F. Cox, passed away during the
year. We hear that Jack Spark has not been well and was
unable to come this year.
Yours sincerely,
A. G. KINGSMILL.
Dear Mr. Editor,
I wonder if 1 might be allowed to add a postscript to
Lt. Col. Chaplin's article in the February issue of the
Q.O.G.
I was Adjutant of the 4th Battalion from 1920 to 1923,
first under Lt. Col. Chcale and later the C.O. was Col.
Henson.
When I took up my appointment in 1920 we had over
100 officers on our books and only 15 O.R.s. The latter
were all tried Territorials who had been with the Battalion
in prewar days. As regards the Officers, the C.O. selected
those he wished to have with him in the newly formed
Battalion, while the rest were demobilised.
It also might be of interest to note that the 4th

REGIMENTAL MUSEUM
The Curator is most grateful for the following gifts
lo the Regimental Museum during March and April.
The Park Depot R.W.K. (Bayonet—1875).
Mr. G. H. Cockell (Several exhibits from 19141918
War).
Mr. L. W. Dawson (Photograph llth (Lewisham) Bn.
The Queen's Own R.W.K. Regt.).
Mr. G. Cocke, T.D., M.A. (Case containing Decorations
and Medals Photograph and Documents, small Oak
Regimental Shield and French Map). (The late Capt.
J. R. Cocke, 10th Bn.. R.W.K.—19141918 War).
Lt. Col. C. E. P. Craven, O.B.E. (1st Copy Regimental
Magazine " InvictaVol. 1, No. 1). (1st Bn. The
Queen's Own R.W. Kent Regt., Poona, March, 1925.
R.L.

HONOURS AND AWARDS
Extracts from London Gazette
The Queen has been graciously pleased to give orders
for the following promotions in, and appointments to, the
Most Excellent Order of the British Empire, in recognition
of distinguished services in Cyprus for the period 1st July
to 31st December, 1958 :—
To be Additional Officers of the Military Division, of
the said Most Excellent Order :
Major Henry Blackwood Hallowes Waring (121060)
The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
;i:

:j:

The Queen has been graciously pleased to approve
that the following be mentioned in recognition of gallant
and distinguished services in Cyprus for the period 1st July
to 31st December, 1958 :—
Lt.Col. A. J. M. Flint, M.B.E. (64618),
Lt. T. J. B. Locker (452435),
The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.

PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS
Extracts from London Gazette
REGULAR ARMY
Maj. M. R. Read, M.C. (66158) from R.W.K., to be Lt.Col.
on the Empire List 1, 14th October, 1958.
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Regular Army Reserve of Officers (Class III)
Lt. J. J. Black (434572) from res. of Offrs., Nat. Serv. List,
to be Lt., 3rd March, 1959, retaining his present
seniority.

.fs.

ARMY EMERGENCY RESERVE OF OFFICERS
RT APPOINTMENT TO HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN

National Service List
2/Lt. J. D. Johnston (453611) to be Lt., 2nd April, 1959.
EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS
All officers holding Emergency Commissions in Her
Majesty's Forces who have been released from military
duty and have attained the age of 45 years on 31st March,
1959, relinquish such commissions with effect from that
date and are granted as from that date the honorary rank
which was officially notified to them on their release from
active military duty.

GOLDSMITHS 3c CROWN JEWELLERS

Your Regimental Badge..
GARRARD & CO. LTD.
(formerly The Goldsmiths <&_
Silversmiths Company Ltd.} have

for many years specialised
in the production of
badge jewellery.

TERRITORIAL ARMY
23348481 Pte. Stephen Raymond Finnis (439857) (late Lt.,
R.W.K.) to be Lt., 6th February, 1959, with seniority
10th February, 1957.

FORCES MOTORING CLUB ENROLS ITS 5,G00th
MEMBER

Royal West Kent Regiment
White and Yellow Gold and Enamel

White and Yellow Gold and Ename.

Homi £9.2.6
Export £6.17 .6

This looks like a Milestone year for the Forces M.C.
Last week Lord Nuffield consented to be the Patron
of the Club and this week it has confounded the Jeremiahs
by enrolling its 5,000th member.
Founded in 1953 by a committee of five serving and
exservice men, it set out to provide club facilities all over
the world for all ranks in the moving population of serving
folk and their old comrades. Few thought it had much
chance of success and the Service Authorities blessed the
enterprise with their goodwill while making it quite clear
that the Club would have to establish itself without any
financial aid.
By now the members have established Branches in
many parts of the United Kingdom as well as having two
in Germany and others in New Zealand, Singapore,
Malaya, Christmas Island (where there are no private
vehicles!), Aden, Malta, East Africa and Jamaica.
Members do all the work, so the costs are kept down
within the reach of all ranks at annual subscription of 30/
for drivers and 15/ for motorcyclists and the Secretary
invites the next 5,000 to " get some in " by writing for
particulars to him at 8 Rosoman Street, London E.C.I.
Many Social Events are run as well as over 100 small
road events for very ordinary vehicles. Major events
coming along in the U.K. are the Spring Cup Rally on the
9/10th May, a 500mile Rally in Scotland on the 25/26th
July and the (by now famous) Cotswold Rally on the 7/8th
November. (These are for cars only).
This seems to be a Successful Shower of Service Self
Helpers, and the More the Merrier!.

Home £17.17,6
Export £13.2.6

Here is illustrated the badge
of your Regiment,
fashioned into a brooch, and
produced in gold and enamel.
If desired, these very attractive
brooches can be set with
diamonds or other precious stones
for which designs and estimates
are submitted without charge.
Great care is taken to ensure
correctness of detail, and expert
workmanship is assured.

GARRARD & CO. LTD.
Crown Jewellers
formerly THE GOLDSMITHS &
SILVERSMITHS COMPANY LTD.

112 REGENT STREET  LONDON  W.i
TELEPHONE: REGENT 3021
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A Brief History of The Queen's Own Gazette

T

HE Queen's Own Gazette" was first published on
January 1st, 1875, as the monthly journal of The 50th
or The Queen's Own Regiment. It 1 was printed by Corporal
G. Hunt at Regimental Headquarters at Ship Street
Barracks, Dublin, on a printing press which had, it seems,
been bought for the purpose. Lieutenant T. H. Brock was
the editor. LieutenantColonel A. C. K. Lock was
commanding the Regiment.
Five months before, on August 1st, 1874, the two
Depot companies of the 50th, together with those of The
97th, had been sent to Maidstone to establish a permanent
Depot. This gave The 50th a fixed Home, which till then
it had lacked. Even so the printing press was kept with
the Regiment for the next seven and a half years. During
that time there were four moves—from Dublin to Kinsale
(en the south coast of Ireland), from Kinsale to Edinburgh
Castle, from Edinburgh to Colchester, and thence to
Aldershot. The printer of the Q.O.G. was changed twice;
Hunt handed over to Sergeant T. S. Richardson at
Kinsale in February, 1877, and Private W. H. Taylor took
over the press at Edinburgh in May, 1878.
The early numbers of the Q.O.G. contained an
Editorial Column; a Personal Column, usually known as
" Births, Marriages and Deaths;" and an article on military
matters, such as Regimental Facings or Regimental
Marches. For several months the Records of The 50th
were published as a serial. Mention was occasionally made
of The 97th Regiment, with which the 50lh had been linked
since April 1st, 1873, for the purposes of enlistment and
service.
On the formation of County Regiments on July 1st,
1881, The 50th and The 97th became the 1st and 2nd
Battalions, and the West Kent Light Infantry Militia the
3rd and 4th Battalions of The Queen's Own (Royal West
Kent Regiment). Even then the printing press remained
at Aldershot with the 1st Battalion and the Q.O.G. con
tinued as the journal of the battalion only.
But when, in August, 1882, the 1st Battalion sailed to
Egypt as part of the Expeditionary Force which quelled
Arabi's rebellion, Private Taylor took the press to
Maidstone. The Adjutant of the Depot (then Captain
J. G. Smith) became the editor of the Q.O.G. and the
paper became the journal of the whole Regiment.
When Taylor was discharged from the Army in
August, 1884, a successor could not be found to operate
the piinting press. The task of producing the Q.O.G. was
given to " The Maidstone and Kent County Standard " as
a temporary measure.
There were other setbacks. In April, 1887, owing to
some of the Depot staff being ordered to join the 2nd
Battalion at Chatham, the Q.O.G. was produced only with
the help of two cilivians. That month it consisted of a
single sheet. For five months, from November, 1887 to
March, J 888 inclusive, the journal could not be published
at all because of lack of support. It reappeared in its
usual form in April, 1888, when it was set up by Corporal
H. Weeks at the Regimental Printing Press in barracks.
Weeks handed over to Sergeant A. Hickey in June, 1889.
The next printer was LanceCorporal E. G. Gibbs. Il

was while he was in charge of the press that the type was
found to be worn out. New type was bought from Messrs.
Harrild and Sons of London, in July, 1890. Gibbs was
relieved by Corporal J. T. Hibbert, in December, 1893.
Then a calamity occurred. At 4 a.m. on February
21st, 1896, the wooden building used as the Printing
Office, Quartermaster's Stores and Tailor's Shop was seen
by a sentry to be on fire.
It was two hours before the
flames were quenched. Some of the properly of the 3rd
Battalion Officers' Mess and kits of Militia officers were
destroyed. Back numbers of the Q.O.G. were damaged
by water. Although much of the type was said lo have
been saved, it was not possible to continue the production
of the paper in barracks. A contract for the printing was
made with Messrs. Dickenson of Maidstone. The work
was transferred to the "Kent Messenger" in 1897. That
firm produced the Q.O.G. ever since.
Each monthly edition of the journal now consists of
ten or twelve pages. Besides Promotions, Appointments,
Births, Marriages and Deaths, it contained correspondence
from the 1st and 2nd Battalions; news of the Volunteer
battalions; and, in the summer, accounts of the annual
training of the Militia. After the War in South Africa
(18991902) company correspondence began to appear.
During the Great War of 191418 the Q.O.G. was one
of the few Regimental Magazines lo be produced without
interruption. This was due to Colonel T. H. Brock, who
had been the first editor. He returned lo the editor's chair
early in 1915 and kept the paper going until the end of the
conflict. Each month free copies were sent to hospitals in
which men of The Queen's Own lay wounded.
After the 191418 War the editorial pen was once more
taken up by the Adjutant of the Depot. In 1920 this
appointment was held by Captain (later Colonel) W. V.
Palmer. Owing to his efforts the Q.O.G. grew to a
magazine of twenty pages. Also, by joining the Associa
tion of Regimental Magazines in October, 1921, he
obtained for the journal a regular income from advertise
ments.
During the Second World War there were many
difficulties to contend with. Not the least was that the
blue pencil of the Censor deleted all but the vaguest
information. Because of this, the Q.O.G. was published
only once a quarter during the latter part of the war.
Since then it has appeared monthly under the editorship
of LieutenantColonel A. A. Eason, the Administrative
Officer at Regimental Headquarters.
" The Queen's Own Gazette" was not the first
Regimental Journal to be published. This distinction
probably belongs to " The Dragon," the magazine of The
Buff's, which first appeared in 1874. But the Q.O.G. seems
lo have the longest continuous existence. For there are
two gaps in the life of "The Dragon." It was not
published for seven years between 1879 and 1886; the
second gap was of five years from 1914J 919.
This makes one wonder what the title of the Regi
mental Magazine will be when the Buffs and The Queen's
Own have been amalgamated.
H.D.C.
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s o * a a a

i st BATTALION
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the first time for
many months, the
Battalion has been free
of "all guards, stand by
and I.S. commitments
and training and sport
have
generally
taken
place as planned, indeed
a novel experience in
Cyprus.
This happy state of
affairs is unlikely to last
long and our turn to be
the 50 Brigade Duty/I.S.
Battalion will start com
ing round more quickly
with the impending de
parture of various units
on the run down of the
Garrison.
The local situation within Cyprus politcal and govern
ment circles has changed little. As always the Cypriols
love their processions and parades on high days and
holidays, and there is always a danger of disturbances or
provocative incidents if excitement rises too high. So far
Nicosia has been quieter than most towns and youthful
hooliganism has been less evident than in other places.
This is largely due to constant night patrols by Infantry
and R.M.P. in the town. As the weather gets warmer, so
is the Cypriot less active and there are clear indications
thai sensible and thinking Cypriots realise that antiBritish
feeling does more harm than good to the Independence
cause.
We congratulate the following officers and N.C.O.s
who recently received awards in the fifth special opera
tional list for gallant and distinguished conduct on Internal
Security Operations.
M.B.E.
Major H. B. H. WARING.
MENTIONED IN DESPATCHES
Lt. Col. A. J. M. FLINT, M.B.E.
Lt. T. J. LOCKER (now at Oxford University).
COMMANDERINCHIEF CERTIFICATES
Sergeant G. BROWN
Sergeant D. SKELD1NG,

During the month all companies have done a reason
able amount of individual and section training and a certain
amount of interest is fixed on shooting P.E. tests and educa
tion in view of the fact that the I.S. waiver on star classifi
cation is being withdrawn at the end of June and all men
will then have to be properly qualified for stars and pay.
There has also been an Officers Day and T.E.W.T.
There has been considerable sporting activity within
the unit, but little inter unit sport. As a result is was
possible to hold an inter Company Football Competition
which was ultimately won by H.Q Group 1 who beat H.Q.
Group 2 by 6—4 in the final. It was a good fast game
and the noisy rivalry between the supporters of both teams
was of a high order, and some of the comments made by
members of the Band would not be printable here.
The Battalion Athletics meeting was held during the
month and the Inter Company Championship was won
by Support Company. A number of good individual
performances were recorded. Subsequently the Battalion
team was selected and is now training for the Tnter Unit
Championship. A full report of the meeting appears
elsewhere.
We also completed in the Cyprus sixaside Hockey
championship in Episkopi but were beaten by CRE
NICOSIA 3—0 in the quarter final.
There have been a number of visitors during the
month. Both the Brigade Commander, Brig. J. W. Lister,
D.S.O., M.C., and the Deputy Commander Col. K. R.
Trevor, D.S.O. have visited us as has Mr. Colin Jackson,
the War Office Lecturer who gave us a most interesting
talk on his experiences during a motor tour in Russia.
We welcome this month Lt. Col. D. H. Gwilliam,
M.B.E., who has assumed the duties of Secondin
Command until he takes over from the Commanding
Officer in August, at the expiry of his tenure of Command.
We are very sorry that, for a number of reasons, lie has
been unable to bring his family out to Cyprus.

"A" COMPANY
The past month has proved to be pretty barren of
notable events or achievements with one exception, the
company came second in the Battalion Athletics Meeting,
our main successes being: —
Lt. Colgate who came 1st in the 220x Upper Finals,
2nd in lOOx Upper Finals and 1st in the Javelin ("Hank"
Hawkins came 3rd), L/Cpl. Blunt who came 1st in the
1 mile and 2nd in the 3 miles after a superb effort against
the inimitable "Taffy" Davis for the Band. George
Gissing who was 1st in the High Jump with the Company
Commander Capt. Dodson, coming 2nd. George Gissing
who also came 2nd in the Long Jump, "Stumpy" Grimes
1st in the 440x Lower Finals. In addition the Company
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team came 1st in the TugofWar. Altogether a highly
enjoyable and successful day.
Early in the month the Company spent a week's
detachment at Paphos Gate Police Station, our duty being
.reserve company in case of riots. Luckily nothing
happened, and the Company spent a quiet uneventful
week, with the platoons catching up on their weapon
training lessons.
The prayers of our two company clerks have at last
been answered and there are now three trainee clerks in the
Company Office. Occasional grumbles can often be heard
from a certain N.C.O. in 3 platoon that go something
like this "He's got more blokes in that Company Office
than I've got in my platoon ".
We welcome to Company H.Q. a new 2IC, Capt.
C. Craven, and according to certain older members of the
company there seems to be some argument as to the mean
ing of his Initial. Also we welcome Ptes. " Ken " Watson,
44 Geoff" Croxford and 44 John" Hammond (the new
trainee clerks). The old Company clerks, L/Cpl. 44Ted"
Gibson and Pte. 44Johnnie" Foulger are constantly being
reminded of their indispensibility (Signon, says the C.SM.)
and so far the Company Commander seems to be successful
in his attempt to delay their departure from Cyprus.
Our permanent Company Orderly Sergeant, Cpl.
44Paddy" Cooper has somehow argued the C.S.M. into
giving him some leave, and we welcome Cpl. 44 Paddy"
Hunter into the ranks of the workers! One thing troubles
us, which part of Kent do the 44Paddies" come from?
We also take this opportunity to welcome another
to the ranks of H.Q., Pte. "Dollar " Mitchell, who is now
working as Batman to Capt. Craven. And on this note
we. close down for another month.
1 Platoon
Nothing of great interest has happened during the
past month, but the platoon has distinguished itself
individually in quite a few fields. At the beginning of the
month the Company spent a week in Nicosia as Standby
Company, and while we waited for something to happen
a large amount of weapon training was done in the confined
space available and a high standard was reached.
Most of the month had been taken up with training,
especially section and platoon tactics, and one or two
people are finding it a little energetic.
Recently we went on the Field Firing Range and once
again the platoon did well in scoring the most hits and Cpl.
Strachen and his section got the highest score due very
largely to the L.M.G. pair of Abbott and Gissing, who
really showed the Company how a L.M.G. pair should
work. Dixie Dean taking time off from batting for Mr.
Holman also tried his hand at the L.M.G. but had a little
difficulty with finding his spare magazines. The firing,
however, was enjoyed by all and Jacko Jackson certainly
learnt that it isn't advisable to run in front of his Rifle
Group.
In the sporting field the platoon has contributed
greatly to the success of the Company which reached the
semifinals of the soccer. Sims, Oliver and Grinhey played
for the Company and Grinhey made some very good saves
in goal. In the Battalion Athletics " A" Company came
second to S.P. Company by 5 points, and George Gissing
did very well to win the High Jump and came second in

the Long Jump, Mr. Holman came second in the Discus,
and Jarman also did well in the 440x as did Robinson in
the Hurdles. The Company won the TugofWar, beating
S.P. Company by 2 pulls to 1. In the team from 1 platoon
were Mr. Holman, Abbott, Quinnell and Curtis, and the
team was coached by Sgt. Tidy, so the platoon really
played its part.
The weather is now lovely and warm, and swimming
is the most popular sport. Robbo Robinson is always
trying to get a swimming party up in the coldest weather,
perhaps because he's trying to get an early tan! That's
all from the platoon this month and before we end, we
would like to wish Cpl. Chris Strachan and Vic Oliver
the best of luck in civvy street.
The Elite.
2 Platoon
Here we are once again THE PLATOON. Most of
our time during the last month has been devoted to training
The annual sports meeting was held on 9th April at
the English School Sports Ground in Nicosia. 44 A"
Company put up a very good performance and finished
5 points behind S.P. Company. It was a very close fight
between 44 A " and S.P. Companys and as the day wore on
it got very exciting. 44A" Company managed to beat
S.P. Company in the TugofWar. The man of the day for
2 Platoon was of course L/Cpl. Blunt who came second in
the 3 miles and a well earned 1st in the 1 mile event.
We have said goodbye to exPte. Hone of the Platoon,
who has left us for civvy street, where we wish him every
success.
The company spent a week at Paphos Gate Police
Station as standby company but despite all the processions
there was nothing to report. It meant we spent our Easter
Leave period on duty but we made up for it when we got
back. Four most enjoyable days leave was had by all,
most of it spent swimming.
Before we close these notes we would like to welcome
to the platoon,, 2/Lt. Scouller, who has joined us as Platoon
Commander. We hope his stay will be a long and happy
one.
The Panda's
3 Platoon
For the past few weeks 3 Platoon has found itself
doing something it had not even dreamt of during the
the winter months—namely, training. It has come as quite
a shock to us all, but now when we see them plodding
relentlessly over the new training area near Kythrea, with
their complete platoon strength at two sections of three
men each, we began to realize why we are doing these
weird and unheard of tactical movements.
The arrival of a new Company Commander, in the
person of Captain K. Dodson, was the beginning of the
change of ways, but unexpectedly we began the era by a
visit to Kythrea Police Station, agreed by all to be a very
pleasant place, and an opinion that the platoon should be
permanently stationed there. Good things come to end
however, and it was back to C.B.S. Camp for the start of
our training programme. After a short while the Com
pany moved to Paphos Gate Police Station for standbv
duties in the town. A big procession and celebration took
place on our first day there but our complete stay was
uneventful, and the platoon was not sorry to return to
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camp, away from the enclosed atmosphere of the " Gate
Back to training and section and platoon attacks in
abundance. P.T. periods with S.S.I. Patterson are generally
felt throughout the platoon to be a little too energetic
although it is doing us some good, and is getting us a little
in trim for the trotting around that we are likely to do in
the future.
Swimming parties have started now, and enjoyable
days are spent by all on the beaches at Kyrenia. Nicosia
itself is now quite well known by most of the platoon, some
members of which have just started enjoying the smoky
atmosphere of the back street bars for the first time in two
years on the island. Whilst writing on " time " done, etc.,
we will very shortly be saying goodbye lo " Cheerful Jack "
Howard and Bert Ruse, two very familiar faces about the
platoon. Best of luck to them both!
We welcome four new members to the platoon,
namely, Ptes. Davis, Rowlands, Welling, Brown 75. We
wish them a happy stay with us!
One highlight of the month was the battalion athletics
meeting, men from the Company including 3 platoon—put
put up an excellent show and to the amazement of ail
especially Capt. Dodson—we were runnersup in the
competition, losing by only 5 points. Mr. Colgate, our
platoon commander once again proved his superiority in
most fields of sport, and won the 100, 200x and javelin
events! The tugofwar team "went to town" and won
all its tugs, beating S.P. Company " hardies " in the final.
We have a feeling quite a few senior N.C.O.s and Officers
did quite well on this result.

McDonald represented the Company in the track and field
events and Ptes. Read and White put a good bit of weight
into the Company TugofWar team.
Lucky 7.
8 Platoon
Another fairly quiet month heralded by the most
unexpected and welcome arrival of Sgt. Brown as our new
platoon Sergeant, fresh from the post of M.T. Sergeant.
No sooner had he arrived than we were whisked off to a
most luxurious demonstration on the Back Field with the
lannoy, and antlike soldiers loaded with all the paraphenalia
of a platoon ready for battle, waddling around Athalassa.
Then we left for our week at Paphos Gate where with a
PI Sergeant of our own, we were able lo get to grips with
some more elementary weapon training and indoor
lectures.
The P.R.I, provided quite a useful film pro
gramme and together with the odd, or not so odd glance
iipf

There being nothing more to report we will now ciose
down.
The Lamas.

" C " COMPANY
7 Platoon
There is very little news to report at present. Life
out here is far better than it was and now that the trouble
is over the lads are able to go out and about quite freely.
The weather is getting warmer every day and most of the
platoon are getting back a lot of colour, within a couple
of months they will be quite black again.
We have had a few changes in the platoon lately, Sgt.
C hitticks has gone lo the Drums for a while to help train
them for one or two parades that are coming off shortly,
but we hope to have him back with us soon. Cpl. Bob
Page has gone on demob and we wish him all the very best
in civvy street but we all reckon he will be back soon.
Pie. Johns has returned from leave in England and "Cpl.
Jock Leiper has come back from his cadre and did very
well, so we are told. Well done, Jock!

out of the windows overlooking the tennis courts, "victory"
parades—not to mention the flag bearers— and a glimpes
of a couple of EOKA " heroes ", we were able to keep
ourselves fairly entertained.

The only time the platoon has been out this month
was for a week's Town Duties at Paphos Gate Police
Station. Nothing of note happened there except that we
did see three so called EOKA victory parades, all of which
were pretty shambolic but there was no trouble. After
coming back front the town we had our Easter Holidays,
which most people spent on the beach or on their " pits
It was a welcome break from routine and everybody
enjoyed themselves in one way or another.
On the 9th of April the Battalion held its annual
Sports Meeting in Nicosia. Ptes. Baker, Fitch, Ridden and

The Athletics were just a little depressing and I am

Pte. K. Brown samples an ice cream

The Easter holiday was most successful and we got a
lot of bathing in or at any rate trips to the beach—whether
anybody went in or not was quite another question. One
should, however, note that this Easter has been darkened
to an uncomfortable shade of Dark Blue by a slight mishap
in U.K. on Saturday morning. With the advent of another
new training directive, another new training programme
has been instituted and we immediately started our week
as Duty Company with the usual frustrations and dis
organisation resulting.
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afraid we did not seem to have much success but with some
of our number up at 05.30 hours on the morning of the
meeting this is hardly surprising, not to mention Guards
all the week. We did, however, provide the only man to
win an event in the Company and our brother platoons
seem loathe to concede this to their smaller neighbours.
We are still without Cpls. Haley and Hopwood, and have
one L/Cpl. and twelve men. It really is a trifle awkward
and embarassing trying not to notice that the other platoons
arc without their Sergeants, and we wish them all the best
in their improvisations
Now in the middle of an extremely hot spell we are
looking forward a little apprehensively to the Company
visit to Goshi Field Firing Range on Monday and a FULL
(yes, a FULL) programme for the coming week. Roll on
the summer routine to say nothing of Christmas.
9 Platoon
Now that peace has come to the Island " the opera
tional platoon " is having to revert to conventional training.
We had a short spell at Paphos Gate during which we
witnessed three EOKA victory parades. Unfortunately we
were not called out to quell any riots although we had to
stand by on more than one occasion.
Much of our time has been taken up by being duty
company and with the Easter holiday and our time at
Paphos Gate, there has been little lime for training. We
have done some weapon training and fieldcraft and also a
short route march, but soon we hope to start some more
imaginative training combined with a camp by the sea.
Twelve members of the platoon were in the company
athletics team and. the poor showing of the team was due
10 lack of skill rather than to the lack of determination.
Ptes. Hutton and Adams did surprisingly well in the pole
vault considering the had never done it before. Sgt.
Everett who has been lent to " D " Company, gained third
place in the shot. Ptes Blake, Styles, Hawkins and Smith
94 showed great spirit in the running events.
Pte. Wilkinson has started packing his bags preparatory
to returning to England.. Cpl. Lowe, who has been train
ing the new draft, has just brought h;s wife out so we are
seeing rather less of him.
Pte. Smith 94 is going on a
Battalion signals cadre in the near future and we look
forward to having him back to give a few hints on voice
procedure.

" D " COMPANY
With continued peace in Cyprus the Company can
train, the C.S.M. can tend his seedlings and C/Sgt. polish
his car, confident that their activities will not be interrupted
by urgent calls to seek the enemy in a distant part of the
island. Training is, in fact, the great cry at present. The
C.'ompany may now be seen resplendent in the new pattern
equipment—issued just after operations ceased—charging
over the hillsides on section and platoon attacks. The
emphasis is now on conventional warfare which has of
necessity received but little attention in the last two years.
Weapon training and drill are also high on the list of
priorities and the company is holding an inter platoon drill
competition in early May.
We have not neglected sport: swimming is now
becoming popular as the warmer weather begins soccer is
still played on the dusty pitch: there are even murmurings
from the cricketers which indicate that their long winter

hibernation may at last be ending; athletics are in full
swing. The company athletics team is to be congratulated
on gaining a very creditable third place at the battalion
athletics meeting. Lawman was an easy winner in the
hammer throwing event and Fowler, putting the shot for
almost the first time in his life, also gained a first place.
Cpl. Smith, Saunders, Waight, Nesbitt, Veal, Donegan and
Davis all ran well. Luke and Willis, both novices at their
event, did very well at javelin throwing and the pole
vault, while Dawkins was fast over the hurdles. Infected
by the enthusiasm of the athletes, Froud, our company
clerk, rashly attempted some weight lifting exercises; as
he, in fact weighs less than the typewriter he hammers so
unmercifully (and dare we add unscientifically?) the effort
was too great for him and he spent two days recovering
from a strained back.
The company office staff was further depleted for a
brief period when the R.S.M. found Long in need of a
haircut (strangely enough, just as the latter was " on the
way to the barber's shop "). The barber took a long time
cutting it but all agreed he did a thorough job.
Since our last notes 2/Lt. Whitty has returned from
hospital and proved fit enough to play a hard game in the
sevenaside rugger competition.
L/Cpl. Nesbitt and
Russell have both spent brief periods in hospital and wc
wish a speedy recovery lo Kemp and Tidder who are both
still there.
Leave seems to be claiming men tn large numbers.
No sooner had L/Cpl. Baker returned from U.K. leave
than Sgt. Shoebridge and Cpl. Clark departed for the same
destination.
Joining the company we welcome Cpl. Clark, Ptes.
Ord and Parslow. This month there are several de
partures; 2/Lt. Bateman has been posted to the Depot,
much to' our regret, though we shall expect highly trained
drafts in the future. L/Cpl. Hunt, L/Cpl. Humphreys and
L/Cpl. Wakefield have left, the latter to join the Royal
Military Police, and the embarkation of L/Cpl. Macro and
Pte. Nicholls is imminent. We thank them for their services
and wish them good luck in the future. The wide audience
who may know Nicholls as " Negro" will perhaps be
interested to learn that his "farewell drink with the lads''
(which left him unfit to attend the R.M.S.'s parade next
morning and gave his face a pale green hue on company
commander's orders) proved premature as his sailing was
postponed at the eleventh hour and he is now spending a
week with his activities restricted to the camp area.
Sgt. Heale is away testing drivers and apparently the
test is severe.
Finally, we congratulate L/Cpls. Roberts and Baker
on their promotion to Corporal and send our congratula
tions to an exmember of the Company 2/Lt. Locker on
being mentioned in despatches.
10 Platoon
This month 10 Platoon suffered a sad loss when our
Platoon Commander, Mr. Bateman, was called to perform
the duties of Training Officer at the Depot, Maidstone. We
were all very sorry to see him go, and wish him the best of
luck in his new post.
The month started off with the Platoon performing
ifs first duty for 50 Brigade at Paphos Gate. We all had
a very quiet lime, and apart from some processions per
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formed by school children, nothing very exciting happened.
We congratulate Stoten, Fowler and Ward on playing
very well for the Company soccer team, although we were
very unlucky to lose to " A " Company by 21.
By the time these notes are published we will have
lost L/Cpl Macro ,who is going on demob any day now,
we wish him all the best of luck in Civvy Street. (Still,
HE WILL be back).
11 Platoon
We signed off last month having just returned from a
week's duty at Paphos Gate and the Central Police Station.
Since then we've had several day's holiday, many after
noons out on the backfield practising for the inter company
football competition and, quite recently for the Battalion
Athletics meeting. " A" Company beat us in the first
round of the football, although Russell figured prominently
for us on the left wing, while in the Athletics Luke did well
in the javelin and Willis, after only one day's practice,
came 6th in the Pole Vault.
We all had four day's welcome holiday over Easter,
and most of us spent the time sunbathing on the beach
at Kyrenia, or seeing the sights from St. Hilarion Castle
and visiting old battlefields such as Bellapais.
We have now got down to serious training and Section
and Platoon Battlecraft. We aim to have mastered these
elementary but essential arts by the end of the month, and
so progress to more interesting and complicated work in
May.
We are without Sgt. Healey who is spending five weeks
rctesting the Brigade drivers at Waynes Keep, and Perrett
is on a pretty good number as a Life Saver down at
Wolseley Barracks. Christie is just about to return to us
from the Special Branch Guard at Athalassa, and
Goldsmith is now in the Company Arms Store.
This month we have said goodbye to L/Cpl Hunt and
as long as Negro Nicholls is capable of getting up to say
farewell to the R.S.M. at the end of the week, he will soon
be on the boat for England. We will miss them both—
perhaps for different reasons—and wish them the best of
luck in their new lives.
Finally, we give a warm welcome to Cpl. Clark, who
disappeared home on leave as scion as he got to us from
Sp. Company, and our two newcomers from the draft,
Ptes. Ord and Parslow. Good luck to them all, and we
hope that they enjoy their stay in 11 Platoon.

Company won the Athletics competition comfortably, as
well as finishing runnersup in the TugofWar. Special
congratulations go to Pte. " Dick " Barton, for his per
formance in the Pole Vault, and to Pte. "Jerry" Welling,
who finished second in the hurdles after a gruelling three
ntile run. Well done, Support Company.
We also reached the semifinal of the knockout
Soccer competition; after holding H.Q.I1 to a draw, we
lost the replay. Cricket is next on the list; trials start
this week. After last years showing, we expect some good
results this season, especially as our two recently acquired
Platoon Commanders captained their respective Companies
last season.
With the start of warmer weather, swimming is the
favourite again. No casualties so far but there's plenty of
time yet. At present its "Toffee Time" again, thanks to
Messrs. Sharps of Maidstone, a boon for the boys but a
bind for the C.S.M. (Pick up that ruddy paper).
Mention should be made of that very demob—happy
clerk, Punchy Burden, whose vacancy will be filled (or
so rumour has it) by a female typist. Last, but by no
means least, we extend our congratulations to Sgt. Gates
and L/Cpl. Pentney on their recent promotion.
Bunny.
Mortar Platoon
Since last writing the greater part of our activities
have been confined to the limits of C.B.S. Camp. None
the less, we have had several swimming parties leaving
every weekend and have even hired a company bus to tour
the island's places of interest.
Returning now to " Do the Honours". First we

12 Platoon
This month has seen a return to serious training in
conventional warfare. We have been discovering how
much we know and how much we don't know; the latter
unfortunately predominating.
The swimming season is also now upon us, and many
have been to Kyrenia only to be plagued by cloud and
cold.
We must congratulate Cpl. Baker on getting a B +
on his brigade N.C.O.s' Cadre, and Cpl. Roberts on his
promotion.

SUPPORT COMPANY
Company H.Q.
Well, here we are again! This time Bunny's Boys
have really excelled themselves by showing the rest of the
Battalion how they run. (What rabbit can't?). The

Pte. T. Moorcroft.
would like to congratulate Cpl. 'Tom" Laming who has
just returned after having successfully completed his
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Netheravon course. Cpl. " Al " Ongley incidentally, still
insists that this is a direct reflection on the original
instructor's capabilities!
Once again we welcome three new faces to our midst,
namely Ptes. Jones, Haddon and Parker. We hope that
their stay will be a happy one and the work both pleasant
and interesting.
Congratulations are due to Ptes. Clark, Leggatt, Lloyd,
Moorcroft, Murray and Robinson on having passed their
training tests, they are now proud wearers of the Layers'
Badge.
Lt. Taylor has now taken up residence in the Pay
Office, assum'ng duties of Paymaster, the latter being on
leave. This, according to Sgt. Mead, confirms recent
complaints regarding shortage of pay. We hope, however,
that it will net be Iong before Mr. Taylor returns and
lesumes his role of Platoon Commander.
The Battalion Athletics Meeting was held recently
and several of the platoon represented Supply Company.
To them we say "Well done", especially Pte. "Gummy"
fcjeep. who finished second in the javelin.
All for this month, so here's to the next time.
The Pipers.
M.M.G. Platoon
Sports, toffees, T.O.E.T.s and good food. The Com
pany won the Battalion Athletics Meeting due in a
large part to the athletic members of our Platoon. We
have just got our Easter toffees with many thanks to Messrs.
Sharps. Swimming is now under way, although a trifle
cold. Some of us passed our T.O.E.T.s; some of us did

SUPPORT

COMPANY

not. Lastly, it has been observed that most of us have
had to let our belts out a couple of notches, as the cook
house appeals to us. The Cook Sergeant informs us that
on certain days he feeds about 750 people at lunch, when
it is known that only 550 people eat in the cookhouse.
That is the month in a nutshell.
Training is our watchword now. Our aim is to achieve
" The steadiness of the heavy infantry coupled with the
dash of the light cavalry ". Certainly our five drivers have
caught the hang of the latter part. How many of us have
tried to board a vehicle which departs at the critical
moment leaving us horizontal on the deck gazing at its
dust trail, as it sweeps majecticlly forward, round the bend
and out of sight. At this moment it grows dark as the pall of
dust obscures the sun and one remembers that one is hungry,
and camp is seven miles away. As one tramps back, with
boots getting heavier and the sun hotter, one has to
examine the reasons concerning this mischance. After iong
personal debate the fault is found to lie partly with the
flying driver and partly wth the authorites. Soon, however,
one will arrve at ones goal, the haven of C.B.S. Camp,
where stands Sgt. Hegarty. One is just wandering up to
him to tell him what one thinks of the episode when he
says " Come here, boy, when and what have you been
doing?"—" If you would learn and not be so idle, one day
you might be of some use." its a hard life for you and
me. 1 would mention that if one has the knack of catching
one's vehicle, life is easier, and come to think of it, rather
enjoyable. (Only regulars accepted from rifle companys).
Wc welcome our live drivers: Ptes. Page, Selly, Todd,

ATHLETIC

TEAM

Back Row ; Cpl. Watson, Ptes. : Hardwick, Freeguard, Vincent, Bread, Lisle, Gregory, Moorcroft.
Middle Row : Cpl. Vale, Ptes. : Taylor, Welling, Burden, Robinson, Iveson, Keep, Feast. De Meyer.
Front Row : L/Cpl. Elkington, Pte. Ball, C.S.M. Warren, Lt. Champion, Maj. P. N. Elgood, Lt. Taylor, Sgt. Gates, Ptes. : Barton,

Longhurst.
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Huntly and Smithers, who are fast becoming gunners and
hope that they like us. We also welcome Cpl. Close back;
he has been on a course in "This other Eden, demi
paradiseFarewell,
The Champs.
AntiTank Platoon
This month has seen the return of both Cpl. Vale and
L'Cpl. Henham from the "Forgotten land". It goes
without saying that they were very glad to be back and to
find that the war had been won in their absence.
We have at last got a Platoon Sergeant and many
congratulations to him, Sgt. Gates, on his promotion.
In the Battalion Athletic Meeting the Company
excelled itself and the Platoon was well represented. Both
Sgt. Gates and Cpl. Vale ran well lo gain valuable points,
whilst Pte. Gregory narrowly escaped a charge of throwing
the hammer without due care and attention. Pride of
place, however goes to Pte. Barton, who cleared 8ft. 6ins.
in the Pole Vault to win. Others who took part were
Pte. Ball, in the 100— and 220x, and Vincent, who helped
to pull the TugofWar team into the Final.
Even the Platoon cameraman accomplished the record
feat of taking 36 pictures on one negative, due to a
technical hitch in his equipment.
During the course of the month we have paid several
visits to Athalassa range to fire the subcalibre at sundry
targets. We also managed to dig a gun pit in the forestry
area behind the camp, surrounded by a crosssection of
Cvpriot youth. The Company Commander was heard to
remark that there was just enough room for them all to be
fitted in, but when the pit was finally completed, even the
" Netheravomers " admitted that they had never seen one
so good! The following day we " blew " another pit and
we all lived to tell the tale.
A visit to Dhekelia to see various A.F.Vs proved to
be of great interest and after a while there was nothing lo
be seen of the platoon except spinning gun turrets and a
halftrack firing on one engine.
At the time of writing the Platoon Commander and
N.C.O.s have gone to Goshi on a recce, so it seems that we
are in for a busy month ahead.
Assault Pioneer Platoon
Over the last month we have seen several changes
within the platoon. One of the older members, L/Cpl.
Fretter, said goodbye to us shortly after his 21st birthday
and is by now, we hope, settling into his new life. There
have been two new lads in his place, Pte. Parker and Pte.
Howell, who seem to be settling down in their new lives!
Pte. Pentney has now become L/Cpl. and we offer our
sincere congratulations. We also congratulate Sgt. " Pop "
Coleman on the arrival of a baby girl.
The platoon pulled its weight in the Battalion athletics
meeting with Pte. Harwick and Pte. Freegard in the Tug
oWar team. "Johnny" Hardwick also did well in the
Shot Put event and Pte. Feast did well in the mile. Well
done Dagwood! He would have won the race, but he
had his mind on our Company Commander's folding picnic
table. We are very, very pleased with Pt. " Jerry"
Welling in doing really well in the 3 Miles race and the
120x Hurdles.
We close now with things running as normal, every
body working extremely hard!
Lionhearts (Chunkies).

H.Q. COMPANY
Company H.Q.
On Good Friday the great upheaval commenced of
the Company Office Staff. Earlier in the week their
implements t were manhandled into position by a small
army gathered from the many corners of the Company,
who took great delight in delving into the secret confines
of the Office.
Managing to drag themselves from their beds, the
office personnel worked like Trojans for approximately the
first four minutes until their energy seemed to suddenly
subside when the enormity of the task was realised. After
great diggings with pick and shovel the floor boards were
at last laid with only a minimum of ten degrees list either
way. Even now when getting into bed a gentle rocking
motion can be felt, which seems hardly nolicable, but in
the early hours of the morning, when early calls are being
signed for, this motion appears to increase 100%, much
to the annoyance of the other inmates. The removal of
the living accommodation could not have been bettered
by the Crazy Gang, the sight of the Records Clerk
staggering along between the tents with half his kit
festooned about him delighted the onlookers. Many
discoveries were made during the latter part of the move,
the Company Orderly Sergeant for example finding
deficiences of which he was not deficient and Roger
Slannard amassing a fabulous fortune of 10 millions, after
much grovelling in the dust
Our new Office is situated, like three new Prefabs,
just opposite the P.R.I.
We even have a bed of geraniums which as yet have
not decided whether to flourish or just fade away. For
many days after our initial move much hammering, saw
ing and slashing of paint could be heard lo the accompani
ment of the crash of paving stones. Everything now is
either painted or polished, even the tent ropes gleaming
under a gloss of white paint! what will happen if we get
much rain, is not to be though about! ! We even boast
a neat blue and white fence, which after persistent painting
has at last soaked up enough paint to look reasonable.
From a distance everything looks quite dazzling, even the
firepoint looks clean and polished, an item on which a lot
of Departments could follow suit. Major Macmillan we
must congratulate on acquiring our new premises, which
are definitely a great improvement. The C.M.S. now has
plenty of space for maneuvering the Company Orders,
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which is greatly lo his satisfaction. Ours must be the only
Company to boast a pukka Car Park, even with taped lanes
and name plates. At least the cars when parked there make
quite a sight screen for the cricket enthusiasts,, P.R.I, lo
note! The Company Office personnel are now taking bets
as to who the first car owner will be to rip a lyre; we won't
say who is heading the betting lists, but we think he drives
a Volkswagen.
Our Colour Bloke " Dick " Barton has now taken
whip in hand due to the advent of an " Admin " which
rumour has it will be upon us very soon. All day long he
can be heard muttering that old, but nevertheless true
saying "Bull Baffles Brains". This no doubt explains
the appearance of Dave Rees, Dell Blackman and Ted
Homewood who can hardly be recognised these days
beneath that thick layer of paint. Joe looks on with a
twinkle in his eye and with one month to do we all know
what his thoughts are.
The Arms Store still continues under the watchful eye
of " Jeem " but regretfully we announce that both he and
" Owly " too have very little time to do, so we are now
awaiting the arrival of some additions to the gang of
Little People. Pte. Don is destined to become our new
Armstoreman in Chief but at the moment he is enjoying a
week's local leave, he is obviously having a last minute
fling before the yoke of oppression falls upon him, but why
anyone should want to take leave away from this delightful
camp is a mystery to us all.
Once more it is time to put aside our pen and take up
the two prominent implements of our trade at present which
are one " Damp Oily Rag" and one rather overworked
" Paint Brush
Consummatum est.
Signal Platoon
Hello, all stations Romeo, Whisky, Kilo, how do you
hear me? Yes, we know that we've been closed down lor
some time but at last we've located the fault and now think
that we can produce these notes monthly again.
The highlight in the wireless world has been the
change from EOKA threats to administration threats, with
its attendant stores checks, lines cleaning, painting, polish
ing, scraping (not in that order) counting and counting
and more counting. While all that's been going on,
various training programmes have been started and a
cadre consisting of nominees from the Companies and six
new signallers is going full blast. We trust that when the
bods attached from Companies return, they will spread the
Signal gospel, and infect all and sundry with their
enthusiasm. The older soldiers in the platoon take part
in odd—that is lo say occasional—exercises around the
camp area just to keep their hand in.
As part of our training for Normal Warfare (whatever
that is) we spent five days about ten miles from camp, with
Int. Sec. This culminated in a grand two day Signal
Rally, racing around the countryside in Landrovers loaded
to the maximum, and sometimes more, with signallers, sets,
batteries, aerials various and food. (That's where the over
loading came in Pte. Howard). The Int. Sec. worked
frantically decoding messages and encoding the answers,
filling the Ops Room (sorry, Command Post) with
humph, maps and pretty coloured pins. Much valuable
experience was gained and canteen sales were over twenty
pounds. One "funny" arose from this; at 11.00 hours a
message was received from Battalion H.Q., when the

platoon was spead over an area some hundred miles in
diameter that six of them had to report properly dressed
at 11.30 to have l.D. Card photos taken. They didn't get
there.
In addition to Signal training, education for those with
out their Army 3rd Class is going on. Seems strange
though that one of us, with three subjects at " O " level
G.C.E. has to be taught " How to write a letter." " Dear
M um . . . ."!
Three of our older soldiers have gone lo B Company
for Gladiator or Pentathlon training, and so we lose Cpl.
Leaver and L/Cpis. Meadows and Fuller.
This month's funny comes from the R.S.O., Capt.
Tarver, who when talking of the future said "There may
weli be exercises when we won't be able to walk on foot ".
Manpacking 62 Sets might be a little tricky then, don't
you think ? Designs for special harness to carry sets
when walking on hands should be submitted to War Office
(Practical Jokes) Department.
Tennarge
M.T. Section
As usual, the Q.O.G. notes have been left until the
latest possible moment and we find that the usual scribe
has become too involved in his work to spare the time to
write something about the activities of the M.T. of late.
However, it is probably lo the good that these notes are
written by a Queen's Own representative rather than by a
member of our R.E.M.E. section who is naturally biased.
Although the M.T. section has complaints showered
upon it from all angles it still copes quite adequately with
the heavy demand upon it. March was an accidentfree
month although over 57,000 miles were covered by our
vehicles and not once was the Recovery vehicle required.
However, during the early part of April more vehicles have
had to come off the road largely owing to the fact that the
R.E.M.E. have been hampered in their work by Drill
Parades, pokey drill and P.T. lessons and that drivers have
not been available for details for the same reason plus
range work and driving tests. It has not been an un
common sight to see a group of M.T. lads doubling around
the camp or sports field during working hours followed by
a Physical Training instructor or M.T. N.C.O. This does
not help us supply vehicles for the use of the Battalion
which after all is what we are meant to be here for, but we
have to think of star classification now.
A full scale cadre course has just ended with the result
that we now have five new drivers, highly trained by Sgt.
Taylor, but although they are no doubt skilled in the basic
essentials of good driving they still lack much in experience.
It was most encouraging to think that these new drivers
were able to pass a stiff test at Waynes Keep with flying
colours after their cadre and it says much for the hard
work and long hours put in by Sgt. "Spud" Taylor as
well as the enthusiasm shown by the trainees.
Swimming seems to be a popular pastime for the rest
of the Battalion and naturally the demand for transport
is high especially at the weekend. A 3lon driver is indeed
most fortunate if he manages to get a Saturday or Sunday
completely free, once a month.
Departures and arrivals within the M.T. have been
few of late and the 5709's are still wondering whether
death is nearer than demob. However we must welcome
three new trainees and one office clerk to our section and
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as usual hope that they will enjoy their stay with us.
The section has stood up to the demand placed upon
it in the past—it will stand up to it in the future.
The Mekon Fan's.
Quartermaster's Department
Well once again it is time for the " Quartermongers"
to tell of the " Doings in the Q.M.'s Department. Like
last month one of the main topics was " When do we go
home", but this has taken second place to the talk about
Drill Parades and inspections because the Battalion has
decided to embark on a severe training programme before
leaving the Island. Already the staff have started paying
visits to the Range and drill parades twice a week, on top
of this there is Pokey Drill every morning as well as
inspections. Soneone suggested a 25 mile Route March,
but I don't think that it will be mentioned again. The
work is piling up in every section of the Department,
making rather a headache for those concerned.
The Pioneers, the biggest section of the Department,
are busy making packing cases for the move. They have
recently finished decorating the Corporals' Mess and the
M.I. room, the former we feel will be remembered par
ticularly by Cpl. Scaife, because while working in the Mess
with his Pioneers he slipped off a ladder and unfortunately
broke his arm, he also got made up to the rank of Corporal
on the same day. The Open Air Cinema, built late last
year is now being busily renovated for the Summer months
and we hope that it will be very successful.
The two Armourers under S/Sgt. Hunter have been
busily doing their Half Yearly Checks on the Battalion
weapons. A lot of paper work has arisen out of the check
and every now and then the Office Staff discover that their
typewriter is missing only to find it later under a mass of
paper in the Armourer's Shop.
Next to the Armourer's Shop lies the Cobblers' Shop
under Sgt. Johnson which resounds with the hammerings
and hangings of a working concern. The four workers
under Sgt. Johnson have just been Trade Tested and we
are glad to say that they have passed 100 per cent.
Every week the Q.M. has a conference with his C/Sgts.
and they discuss such things as Administration and the
Move and I suppose it is not surprising to relate that there
are more people in the other part of the office during one
of these conferences, than there are at any other time.
Well last, but by no means least, we welcome four new
members to the Staff, Pies. Dennis, Connolly, Webber and
Watts, and we hope that their stay with us will be a happy
one. We also say goodbye to Ptes. Wolford, Tubby,
Yates and Macdonald at the same time wishing them All
the Best in that Heavenly land called " Civvy Street ".
Battalion, Orderly Room
" Time and Tide wait for No Man " so the saying goes
and once more the time for writing the usual monthly
notes has come round.
Just as we were getting used to having a young
elephant in our midst Pie. "Jumbo" Hammon left us to
take up a vacancy in A Company Office. We wish him
all the best in his new job and hope that he will uphold
the good name of the Battalion Orderly Room (in effeciency
at any rate!). Perhaps needless lo say there still remains
the animal trait in our community in the form of Pluto,
Rastus and Rupert.
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The most important event of the last month, as far
as Ptes. Fat Fred Parker and Rupert Hannaford are con
cerned at any rate, is the passing of their trade tests. Both
are now eagerly awaiting their year (did we hear a chorus
of " Nigs" in the background?) after which date they
will be able to draw the much needed extra " lolly ".
Shortly after the last notes were written Ptes. Rastus
Greening and Rupert Hannaford spent an enjoyable day
in the Troodos Mountains. Of course travelling in the
comfort of the Regimental Bus brought forth the usual
crop of tales of the " hard " days when the beauties of this
district were hardly appreciated from the back of an Army
wagon. However on this occasion Pluto was unable to
bring in his experiences whilst doing a certain C.B.S.
Guard!
We congratulate "Liz" Roffe on gaining his second
tape. It is hotly debated as to whether he might possibly
sign on and continue climbing the ladder of promotion to
reach further dizzy heights.
The work situation is as heavy as usual. In a few
days time we don summer dress and no doubt there will
be a good showing of knobbly knees. Shortly after this
summer hours should begin and although this will mean
rising earlier each morning (an undoubted hardship and
difficulty for our friend Pluto) it is partially offset by not
having to work in the afternoons, we hope!
Last month we mentioned that Pte. Wally Barton had
fifty seven days to do. Fate seems to have taken a hand
and with thirtyeight of the afore mentioned total having
passed he is still to be seen around the vicinity of our
abode. He gives the impression of not worrying about
the fact that no news of his departure has been seen or
heard yet but one can't help wondering if beneath this
calm exterior he isn't wondering if Q Movements have
forgotten him especially as it would appear that the Queen's
Own 5709's are the only ones left on the island.
Meanwhile life progresses on its merry way and it is
now time for us to sign off and return lo the grindstone
for another month when it will be time to rack our brains
once again for further items, we hope, of interest.
The Bear.
Band
After January and February, this has been a fairly
quiet month, and our notes will be a bit sparse this time.
The 2nd of March saw the Band down at Famagusta play
ing for the semifinals of the Inter Unit Boxing Champion
ship, between the Battalion and the Royal Artillery;
unfortunately we lost, and this year our Boxing per
formances amounted to just this one.
The next thing of note was on Tuesday, the 24th, when
we went over to 518 Company Royal Pioneer Corps and
gave a Band Concert. This was most popular and we
broke the show up with otir own Bernard Miles (Bdsm.
John Day) who really had the audience in stitches; and
" Majeedi " (Bdsm. Roy Eke) with his charming assistant
Diane, who proved to all and sundry that the quickness
of the hand deceives the eye. After the concert we were
very well entertained by all members of the Royal Pioneer
Corps.
Wednesday, the 25th, we played at our own Officers
Mess, with the Suffolk Officers as the guests, very nostalgic,
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with more memories of Malaya and plenty of " Terang
Bulan " and " Rose, Rose I Love You
We said farewell in March to Bdsm. " Eddie " Baker,
who has decided that he is going to give Civvy Street a
try, we would all like to wish him the very best of luck, but
would'nt be surprised to see him back with us again in the
not so far distant future.
Faggott.

SERGEANTS' MESS
Here in Cyprus the local Greek community celebrate
"Hockey Day" a historical occasion when all and sundry
have a good time. Not to be outdone, we decided to
celebrate our " Hockey Day " and invited the civilian wing
of 2 Wireless Regiment to play us at this noble game. At
approximately 11.00 hours our visitors arrived complete
with sticks, pads, wives and children. After a "dust
remover " we all trooped to the sports field where a hard
fought game resulted in a draw. With much haste we
again made for the mess to celebrate and congratulate
nobody. Nobody really know who we congratulated or why
we celebrated but it was fun trying to find out. C/Sgt.
Taffy Clark and Sgt. Colin McGowan did wonders with the
/food and all were fed and watered in record time, allowing
us to recover in time for the next item. At first the
" Kjddwinks " were a problem; imagine about 67 children
flying all over the place plus about 100 adults trying to
control them, and you have the Sergeants' Mess on that
particular Sunday. Sgt. Brian Taylor solved this problem
by taking them all off to see a film show produced and
operated by Sgt. Ron Coleman, leaving the Mums and
Dads to the mercy of our entertainments committee, who
bamboozled all into thinking they were getting something
for nothing by playing the new " Bingo". Some fine
prizes were to be won, and I am happy to say that most
of them were taken away by our guests. (Just to prove
there was no fiddle). After this the carpets were rolled
back and our gigolos allowed to perform. This was
followed by the kiddies rejoining us and a fine chicken
dinner for all. More dancing, drinking and talking then
took place followed by our fond farewells. A really
enjoyable day and a special thankyou to the messing
committee. We have arranged a return match at Fama
gusta for 5th of May, a date to remember.
Two new members have joined us this month and one
old one has returned. We congratulate and welcome Sgt.
Reg Gates on his promotion. He is proving quite an asset
to us and a marked increase can be seen in the mess
takings.
Welcome to our new schoolmaster, Sgt. Dave
Middleton who joins us having had short stays with
1 R.W.F. and Waynes Keep. We hope his stay with us
will be much longer.
Welcome again to Sgt. Ron Tilman on his return from
the Cyprus Battle School where he carried out the duties
of C.Q.M.S. come R.Q.M.S. May he soon regain his
crown.
C.S.M. Bill Bradshaw and Bones Smith are once again
in their elements, dabbling with 1 of cement and 3 of sand.
They have taken it upon themselves to make our new
outside dance floor. It looks quite good at the moment
and if the blue prints do not get lost before the completion
we should have a " super de luxe " beer garden.

Sgt. John Shields has had an unlucky streak just lately.
His wife was taken away to hospital for an operation. This
was closely followed by his children catching measles and
now he is in quarantine with suspected chicken pox. They
say bad luck comes at once, he certainly has his share.
Get well soon all of you.
Sgt. Geordie Rickwood has taken over Mess Publican
from Sgt. Sammy Kill and he insists we say "please"
when ordering. What a waste of drinking time! To
inflict further discomforts he plays his LP records over and
over again and his choice unfortunately only appeals to
the highbrow among us. The minority that is of course.
Roll on May.
I must apologise for such short notes this month, but
we are overdue and the hot breath I felt down the back of
my neck is most uncomfortable this weather. I will
attempt next month to be on time (Admin, inspection
allowed).
UGH.
BATTALION

ATHLETIC MEETING—1959

The Battalion InterCompany Athletics Meeting took
place on 9th April, when companies provided two com
petitors for each of seven track and seven field events, and
a TugofWar team.
We were fortunate in being able to hold the meeting
on the English School's excellent athletics ground, which
provided a most pleasant setting, and was enjoyed by both
competitors and spectators. We are most grateful to the
Principal of the School for allowing us to use his fine
ground.
The preliminary heats were held during the morning,
together with the finals of the pole vault, throwing the
hammer and the 3 miles. The hammer was won by Pte.
Lawman of " D " Company with a good throw of 109 feei
7 inches. In the pole vault Pte. Barton of "Sp" Com
pany, who had no experience of pole vaulting until two
weeks before the meeting, won with a vault of 8 ft. 6 ins.
The 3 miles saw a hard fight between L/Cpl. Blunt of " A "
Company and Bdsm. Davis, which was won by Bdsm.
Davis with a fast finishing burst.
During the afternoon as the points for the finals came
in, " Sp " and " A " Companies were closely contesting the
lead, with " D " Company a possible challenger in third
place. All the events were keenly fought out and some
quite good performances recorded. L/Cpl. Blunt had his
revenge in the 1 mile, when he established a commanding
lead, which Bdsm. Davis's sprint over the last half lap
could not make up.
The most successful individuals were Pte. Wallis of
"H.Q." Company who won the 100 and 440 yds. and the
long jump; and Lt. Colgate who won the 220 yds. and
javelin, and was second in the 100 yds.
The final result of the meeting was a win for "Sp"
Company with 220 points; with "A" Company second,
only 5 points behind; and " D " Company with 190 points.
In the TugofWar " A " Company reversed the position,
beating " Sp." Company in the final.
The meeting concluded with the presentation of prizes
by Mrs. A. J. M. Flint to the winning athletes and Tug
ofWar teams, and to the winners and runners up of
individual events.
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RESULTS—INTER COY. ATHLETICS MEETING
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th

" Sp" Company
" A " Company
" D " Company
"H.Q." 2 Company
" H.Q. 1 Company
" C" Company

..
..
..
..
..
..

220
215
190
189
142
125

points
points
points
points
points
points

that we peeled came out like marbles. Winnie Lockyear is
the champion marble holder so far but we'll see next time.
Apart from going to sleep and waking up we all enjoyed
ourselves very much and would like to thank all the staff
who helped us and made our camping enjoyable. (Thanks).
The Kids.

INDIVIDUAL RESULTS
Event
100 vds.
220 yds.
440 yds.
880 yds.
1 mile
3 miles
120 yds.
Hurdles
High Jump
Long Jump
Pole Vault
Discus
Javelin
Shot
Hammer

THE

Winner
Pte. Wallis "H.Q." 2
Lt. Colgate " A "
Pte. Wallis "H.Q." 2
L/Cpl. Healey "H.Q." 1
L/Cpl. Blunt "A"
Bdsm. Davis "H.Q." 1

Runner up
Lt. Colgate "A "
Cpl. Smith "D"
L/Cpl. Healey "H.Q." I
Lt. Durtnell 'H.Q." 1
Bdsm. Davis "H.Q." 1
L/Cpl. Blunt "A"

Capt. Newall "H.Q." 2
Pte. Gissing "A"
Pte. Wallis "H.Q. 2
Pte. Barton "Sp"
W.O.I Parker "H.Q."2
Lt. Colgate "A "
Pte. Fowler "D"
Pte. Lawman "D"

Pie. Welling "SP"
Capt. Dodson "A"
Pie. Gissing "A"
Capt. Newall "H.Q" 2
2Lt. Holman "A"
Pte. Keep "Sp"
Pte. Veal "D"
Sgt. McGowan "H.Q." 1

YOUNG

ADVENTURERS'

CLUB

Hallo everyone this is the kids of the Regiment calling
lor the first time, this our first month has been quite
successful although we have had a few ups and downs.
We all have our names especially C/Sgt. Barton
(Skipper), Sgt. Taylor (Skip) Miss Dodie Lockyear (Bunny)
also Baby carer. We have four teams, two for the boys,
whose colours are Green and Blue and two for the girls,
their colours are Pink and Yellow. The boys have shields
and the girls have flags for badges. The two boys teams are
called Adventurers and Eagles, the two girls teams are
called the Pink Rose and Nightingales. The whole clubs
name is "The Young Adventurers' Club".
We have settled and have had our first hike, but it
was not very successful as a few young ladies insisted in
lagging behind and getting lost (not mentioning any names).
We have had three shields made, one for the worst team—
one for the best behaved child—and one for the Sports
day. We have had a rosette made for the Captain (Robert
Kill holds it at the moment).
We would like to thank Mrs. Marshall for making us
the rosette and many other things. Our sport day was a
great success; Green team winning the shield by 9 points—
Blue was next with 6 points—Yellow with 3 points. After
wards we had a game of netball refereed by Bunny while
the boys played football refereed by Skip and Skipper.
We have also been camping, and during the camp—we
had a Treasure Hunt, the prizes were ice cream and choco
late wafers for all. At night we had a camp fire and we all
sang songs—the favourite was—" Does your chewing gum
lose its flavour on the bedpost overnight", and a close second
was "Tom Dooley". After that came bed, this is where the
trouble started—we went to bed alright but we didn't go
to sleep until half past one in the morning, and we were
all dressed by Reveille—but skipper would not get up until
reveille. We were all detailed for fatigues—the potatoes

WIVES'

CLUB

The social was held on 7th April in the very pleasant
surroundings of the newly decorated Television room in
our camp.
We invited guests from the 1st Battalion the Suffolk
Regiment and were delighted to welcome Mrs. Dewar, wife
of their Commanding Officer, Mrs. McColl, Mrs. Drew
Mrs. Bates and Mrs. Griffin.
Queen's Own wives present were: —
Mrs. Vine, Mrs. Patterson, Mrs. Lockyer, Mrs. Cloke,
Mrs. Tidy, Mrs. Flint and her mother, Mrs. Leach, Mrs.
Spalding, Mrs. Parker, Mrs. Hurley, Mrs. Blake, Mrs.
Brown, Mrs. Hope, Mrs. Elgood, Mrs. Goodwin who
recognised several of her former patients from B.M.H.
Hamburg days, Mrs. Waring. Mrs. Tarver, Mrs. Macmillan,
Mrs. Leigh, Mrs. Mead, Mrs. Hurley, Mrs. Partridge, Mrs.
Brooks, Mrs. Wilson, Mrs. Simpson, Mrs. Tillman, Mrs.
Ashdown and friend, Mrs. Kemp, Mrs. Courcha, Mrs. Vale,
Mrs. Pitchers, Mrs. Kill, Mrs. Hunter, Mrs. Barrett and
Mrs. Newton.
Apologies for absence came from Mrs. Hind who was
celebrating her son's seventeenth birthday and from Mrs.
Dodson who was celebrating her first wedding anniversary.
Refreshments were provided by Mrs. Dodson, Mrs.
Brown and Mrs. Partridge
The raffle of a bottle of Elizabeth Andrew hand lotion
was won by Mrs. Newton.
Tombola was run for us by C.S.M. Smith and C/Sgt.
Barton.
We have since received a letter of thanks from the
Suffolk wives club thanking us for their visit and saying
how much they enjoyed meeting up with many friends they
made in Malaya. They are very sad not to be able to ask
us to one of their socials as they are already packing up to
move to Shorncliffe.
An outing by bus was held on April 10th to the ancient
ruins of Salanvis near Famagusta. Twentyseven adults and
fifty children went. The wekther was kind and in fact the
temperature in Nicosia that day rose to 85 degrees. The
sea at Salamis was still chilly but most children had con
stant bathes. The ruins were duly inspected by the energetic
ones. Some had their photographs taken looking over the
shoulders of headless Greek statues. The results should
be interesting. The whole place was a blaze of yellow
mimosalike flowers on the wattle trees and tall yellow
fennel rather like giant cow parsley growing from clouds of
feathery green. The sky and sea were picture post card
blue. Bloodnuts gave a contribution of fizzy drinks, the
club funds paid all transport and generally a very happy
time was had by all.
Congratulations this month go to Mrs. Palmer and Mrs.
Norton who have both had daughters.
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4 th

5 th

BATTALION

CHANGES
Y the end of the summer so many
changes will have occurred in the
order of battle in the Battalion that bogg
ling is the word that occurs most readily to
describe our mental state. Some of these
have already taken place, so we will con
fine ourselves to these.

B

Capt. Bryan Newman has found the pressure of
business loo much to reconcile with his T.A. duties and
has felt compelled to apply for transfer to T.A.R.O. We
hope very much that it wont be too long before he finds
more leisure in hand and be able to apply to transfer back
again.
Meanwhile he has handed over command of D Coy.
to Capt. Charles Innes. We understand that D Coy. is
also likely to lose Mr. Graham Pedgrift who is moving
out of the area, again for business reasons, but this is not
yet official.
In B Cov., Mr. Jock Smith has been moved by the
Civil Service and is negotiating transfer to another
Battalion. We publish a letter from him. Mr. Richard
Horton is off to foreign parts and is transferring, we hope,
only temporarily to T.A.R.O.
There are, however, comings as well as goings.
D Coy. have already been able to welcome Mr. Finnis to
their Officer strength and Sp. Coy. will shortly be able to
do the same to Mr. Tizard, both after brief periods of
service in the ranks.
There will be other changes among Officers, but in
view of the many complications involved, we feel it wise
not to make forecasts, but to notify them in these columns
as they occur.
There have been changes, too, among P.S.I.s. B Coy.
who have been without a P.S.I, since Sgt. Randall left at
the end of last year have now taken Sgt. Johnson from
H.Q. Coy. Sgts. Atkins and Scudder have joined us from
the 1st Battalion tin Cyprus and are now installed the
former with A Coy. and the latter with H.Q. Coy. Sgt.
IVIaume, having handed over his duties to Sgt. Atkins, is
still keeping the flag of St. Patrick in Maidstone, but will
be off before long to rejoin the 1st Battalion in Cyprus.

NEWS FROM BATTALION H.Q.
March was a busy month. We started with a Bat
taliion Exercise in the Aldershot Area. It took place in
the usual T.A. weather and Volunteers had a happy time
sloshing about in mud in Long Valley and other well
known haunts. Scornful remarks have been made about
the inability of some people to distinguish between can
nisters smoke and cannisters lachrymatory, but we suspect
that the persons concerned knew jolly well and are quite
certain that they would have enjoyed the results just as
much even if they had't. We feel that there has been enough
comment in Company News on this exercise to excuse us
from giving more of an account of it here.
Then came the Annual Admislration Inspection, the
rigours of which we survived, we hope, with credit. Your
Training Major then judged it opportune to go on leave
and has been profiting by the experience gained in the use
of his command vehicle on various exercises. . . He thus

missed the Brigade Exercise which took place, as usual,
at Avebury Avenue.
We have now turned our minds mainly to preparations
for Camp. We will be able to give more news of what the
prospects are next month. We can promise that it will be
interesting and energetic. Before that, however, will take
place two more events; The Brigade Motorcycle trials on
Sunday, 3rd May, and the Divisional Rifle Meeting the
following weekend.
Letter from Mr. Jock Smith.
" Dear Col. Waring,
1 have now settled in at my new address, and in my
new job, and have been looking around for means of
continuing my T.A. activities. I think I have found one,
but 1 felt that 1 could not send only my formal request
fo." a transfer without expressing my gratitude for the
kindness shown to me by the Queen's Own Royal West
Kent Regiment.
I thoroughly enjoyed mself all the time I was
privileged to be with you, and shall always remember the
efforts to make me welcome when, as a stranger, I first
arrived.
1 should like lo make special mention of Major Coath,
who completely ignored the matter of my being a heathen
Scot, and welcomed me at St. Mary Cray.
I shall be in touch with many friends in Kent, and
hope to visit the unit whenever an opportunity presents
itself."

BATTLE HONOURS
Month of April
Djebel Azzag, 1942
Oued Zarga

28 30 April. 1942
715 April, 1943

Djebel Ang
Medjez Plain
Longstop Hill, 1943
Sidi Abdullah
The Senio
Argenta Gap
Defence of Kohima

1415
2330
2326
2730
912
1321
418

April,
April,
April,
April,
April,
April,
April.

1943
1943
1943
1943
1945
1945
1944

6
6
1
6
6
6
1
5
6
4

Bn.
Bn.
Bn.
Bn.
Bn.
Bn.
Bn.
Bn;.
Bn.
Bn.

Our Battle Story this month is contributed by
Major D. W. J. WOOD, TD.
"SENIO FLOODBANK DEFENCES, 1945"
The campaign in the mountain was over. The enemy
still clung to Monte Grande and a few similar strongholds,
but his forces had been backed against the escarpment
above the plains and could be ejected at any time. From
assaults on rounded ridges, from the storming of precipitous
summits, from infiltration along valleys and ravines, from
the forcing of brawling streams, the Indian Divisions now
turned to another sort of warfare.
The Emilian plain beyond the Appennines was by no
means a strategical and tactical paradise. This low land
in centuries past had formed a great marsh. When the
snows melted on the Appennines each Spring immense
torrents poured down through clefts in the foothill, seek
ing the Adriatic. This spate spread across the plain,
engulfing large areas. As the countryside became polulated
it was found possible to contain these seasonal floods by
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raising the river banks with ramparts of earth. The turbid
water moved sluggishly to the sea, tending to sill rather
than to erode. No deep Channels were cut, and the levels
of the river rose rather than fell. To confine the Spring
freshets the banks were built higher and higher, until today
the line of each river is marked by great dykes standing
above the plain.
The floodbanks are military works of first importance.
They transform each river into five successive obstacles—
the fortifications of two outer banks, of two inner banks,
and the river itself. The soft ramparts lend themselves
to burrowing, so that these high mounds may be converted
into elaborate fortifications. When the threat to the
Gothic Line became imminent, the German military labour
organization swung into action. The floodbanks were
scooped out, and underground accommodation provided
for substantial garrisons. Longitudinal tunnels were built
and revetted with stout timbers.
Leading off these
galleries, vertical and horizontal shafts opened on to the
sides of the flood banks like portholes in a ship. From
these portholes protruded the ugly muzzles of scores of
guns. The plain was usually so Hat that a weapon pit only
a few feet above its level would command the approach for
hundreds of yards. The lazy meanders of the river made
the successive posts mutually supporting, and allowed them
to sweep a wide front with converging and enfilade fire.
A river line was a fixed zone of defence. Being with
out outworks, attacking forces were kept a distance by
means of belts of wiie and aprons of mines. The near
floodbank was breached in places, v,iih a view to flooding
the approaches when necessary.
All bridges were
destroyed: the garrisons of the near bank crossed on foot
bridges which when not in use were swung back against
the far bank. The northern floodbank for some inexplic
able reason was usually slightly higher than the south
bank. These few extra inches improved the observation
of the defenders.
Other factors complicated the problem of attack. The
narrow dykes offered a meagre target for artillery, and
even less target for bombs. Without bridging they were
impassable for tanks or vehicles, and bridges could only
be built on the site of former bridges, since the slopes of
the banks were too steep for tracks or wheels to surmount
without approach ramps. Thus to reach these floodbanks
with mechanical arms presented a problem of extreme
difficulty; to storm them, a grim task indeed.
Every devise breeds its antidevice. Not only t'ne
Germans but the United Nations had given a lot of thought
to fioodbanked rivers. The problem of attacks was three
fold—to approach, to effect a lodgment, and to cross. It
was obvious that the approach must be made in small
numbers, as anything resembling a massed assault would
incur sufficient casualties to weaken the assailants, and so
endanger the second stage of the operation. On the other
hand, there was no assurance the isolated posts and small
detachments when established on the near floodbank
would be able to bring the river line under sufficient control
to effect a crossing. Basic tactics therefore had to be
determined by the empirical method of trial and error. It
speaks volumes for the resource of the Eighty Army plan
ners that after a few weeks of experiments the problem of
approach had been solved. Artillery was deployed in such
fashion as to cast shells within a few yards of the men
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whom the guns supported; it became possible to bombard
the inner slopes of the floodbanks without undue risk to
troops dug in ten yards away on its outer bank. Supple
menting the artillery, the weapon of fire was enlisted.
Crocodiles and Wasps, firethrowing vehicles great and
small, the Lifebuoys (manual flamethrowers) were
mobilized to burn out the warren of the defenders. While
billows of blazing oil smothered the banks, jets of flame
would be injected into the portholes, rendering the tunnels
uninhabitable and driving the garrison into the open.
For crossing those narrow highbanked rivers the
sappers devised an ingenious variation of the "Ark"
bridge. Instead of a full span the bridge was little longer
than the tank. With the tank resting in the river bed the
span could be lifted hydraulically and placed into position.
Should the river be deep, the superstructure was so
designed that if the botton " Ark " carrier was submerged,
a second tank complete with bridge could drive on to the
top of the sunken vehicle and so construct a crossing two
tanks deep. Other ingenious equipment included new and
strong types of aerial cableways on which not only men
but guns and vehicles could be swung rapidly across the
nairow troughs of the rivers.
A battle group organized for assault on fioodbanked
rivers incorporated a wide range of specialist formations.
Armour was importaint, because the high dykes gave con
siderable cover to tanks closing up in close support of the
infantry. Antitank guns, particularly of the selfpropelled
variety, were of value for sniping into portholes and for
reducing enemy posts on the near bank. Machinegun
companies firing from flank could hold the floodbanks
under a lash of steel until the infantry had closed to within
a few yards. Flamethrowers would lead the way, with
Kangaroo armoured troop carriers in close support.
Special assault companies of sappers would move forward
with the infantry, and would begin work on crossings while
the battle raged about them.
Yet in spite of all assistance and mechanical device,
the issue remained between man and man. Had the enemy
been able to oppose ihc Allied advance with troops of
commensurate courage and endurance, the strength of his
fortifications might have decided the day. Fortunately the
German divisions which manned the fioodbanked rivers
had been mauled and battered for month after month,
thrust headlong from position after position. The cream
of the German armies had been destroyed.
No troop
could endure such punishment without realization of the
futility of fighting on. A rising proportion of German
troops were no longer battleworthy. Disillusion had
reacted on the relationships of officers and men until a slow
but incurable depression clouded all but the most fanatical
minds. Its recurrent motif was that no battle lost or no
battle won could affect the final result. The Germans
continued to fight, but they fought as doomed men.
Their adversaries of the United Nations moved from
strength to strength. The front had been broken in
Normandy, and seven armies were thrusting into the vitals
of Germany. The Russian avalanche rolled remorselessly
towards the Reich. In Europe the end drew near; in the
Pacific the ring closed around Japan. In Italy, despite all
hardships and dangers a dominant thought rang like a bell
in soldier's minds. " We too shall be in at the Kill '.
This, then, was the picture when

we of the fifth

136

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

battalion moved up from our assembly area near Ancona
to Bagnocavallo, where as reserve Battalion we prepared
once again to punch another hole in the enemy's line. The
Padre, GwynneJohn was in excellent fettle, and seemed to
have developed an even bigger zest for whisky, and Bill
Huckson (B Coy.) concentrated on his "kip ", having found
a real brass bedstead in his billet.
Bert Blake, our
wonderful Q.M. made up deficiencies with the greatest of
ease, and moral generally was terrific.
We knew that 19 and 21 brigade were to attack, and
17 brigade was being held in reserve for the breakout,
once the Senio was crossed, and consequently, we obtained
as much information as we could of the country in front,
and although the outlook was not too rosy, due to the
difficult nature of the obstacle to be crossed, we felt that it
was in the bag .... and we had the New Zealanders
again on our left.
April 9th, was the day, and everyone will remember
the, vast air attack which heralded the beginning of the
offensive .... this lasted for some ninety minutes, and
was supplemented by the artillery for a further two hours
plus.
Then the crossing started. 19 Brigade with the Frontier
Force Riflefls and Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders, after
an initial setback, swept on over the river, and by midnight,
they were over a mile beyond the Senio mopping up.
Incidently, Frontier Force earned a " V.C. " in this action.
21 Brigade were not as successful in the first assault
due to the Crocodiles with 3/15 Punjabis breaking down
but with the Mahrattas going great guns, the inspiration
was there, and eventually success was achieved. The
Mahrattas earned a "V.C." in this action.
5th Royal West Kent followed the Punjabis and com
menced mopping up towards Lugo, and in due course,
were halted, the firm base having been obtained from
which to launch 17 Brigade, for the crossing of the next
obstacle, the Santerno.
It was shortly after this, when the bridgehead over
the Santerno had been established, that the battalion moved
up to an area near San Agata, and while seeking for
comfort and the usual amenities, was fired on by a
Battalion from 78 Division .... the language was un
believable, and we only hoped that it wasn't from the 6th
Battalion, although that might have been possible as a
retaliation for the beating we gave them at soccer while in
Russi.
However, all was well, and shortly afterwards we
we received our now wellknown signal of congratulation
from Russell Pasha . . . . " Two river crossed in 48 hours
is not a bad achievement, even fpr Eighth Division ".
It seemed that other formations were now to take up
the chase, and Bill Huckson once more got down to his
<£ kipthe Padre swigged an even larger measure of
whiskey, and Bert Blake was already replacing losses. As
to the future, all that can be said is, that for certain, it
cannot last much longer.

to either be attacked or to do the attacking. The weather
did not let us down and the rain managed to follow us for
the duration of the weekend, however, some very good
stories have come to light—Pte. Hawkes apparently went
for an enforced swim during one phase of the attack, and
many were heard to say on the Saturday evening "my
boots don't leak" but by Sunday it was a very different
story. Nevertheless, everyone appeared to enjoy them
selves.

NEWS FROM COMPANIES
"B" COMPANY

Also holds special appointments to many other
Regiments, and is extensively patronised by Officers
in every branch of Her Majesty's Service, both at
home and abroad.
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This month has seen us very busy training, we started
off with the Battalion Exercise at Aldershot on the 7/8th
March, when most of the Company were able to get along

On Sunday, 15th, a recce party went out to find some
suitable ground for Company training, for the following
weekend, and were given permission to use an eighteen
acre field at Downe by Miss Smith of Downe Court, to
whom we are very grateful.
Saturday, 21st, C/Sergeant Easter gave everyone
instructions on how to use a field kitchen and the rules
thereof, so now we are at least able to cook for ourselves,
this was put to the test the following day when a very good
spread was prepared for us by Pte. Barton. In the morn
ing we concentrated on field training, much to the
amusement of the locals (going for their pint) who
obviously thought we were quite mad to be crawling about
when there were much better things to be done. We were
very pleased to see the Quartermaster and Mrs. Hoggart
who came along, even though they couldn't be persuaded
to stay for lunch.
During the afternoon a lot of thought was given to the
preparation of an assembly area for use after a nuclear
attack, some very interesting points were brought out, and
it made everyone realize what a terrific task it is. Mr.
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Horton proved a very difficult customer whilst being
documented, and the thought of a few thousand people
like that, quite upset everyone, but it is something the
authorities are likely to come up against, so a lot more
time will have to be given to this problem before we are
anywhere near solving it.
We welcome Gunner Williams to the Company on his
transfer from a Field Regiment in Glamorgan, and trust
he will enjoy his stay with us.
We were very sorry to have to say goodbye to Mr.
Horton at Easter who left us to go and learn about the
selling of soups in Switzerland. We wish him all the very
best and look forward to seeing him back again in the not
too distant future. It was rumoured he was going to buy
a modern car to take with him, as all were agreed that the
chances of getting his present one further than Blackheath
—St. Mary Cray was very doubtful. We look forward to
hearing from him and, who knows, maybe some free
samples.
Congratulations go this month to Tom and Mrs. Hill
on the birth of their daughter(?) whom we understand so
far is without a name.

" C " COMPANY
March being the last month in the Treasury's financial
year—and all things being monetarily subservient—we
paraded like mad on every possible whole day during the
month—although, in spite of all civic edicts, we did not
soldier over Eastertide!
We have twice been to Shoreham Range. On Satur
day, 14th March, we zeroed rifles again and practised
L.M.G. with creditable results and on Saturday, 4th Aprii,
we fired our first Rifle Classification. Results were about
those expected, but it is expected that this useful and
necessary experience will help the standard of shooting in
the Company later on. Some volunteers had never handled
a rifle before on the Range—and Pies. HalesDutton and
Anse'l, who have only been with us for about 18 months,
were 1st Class shots. Sgt. Rump ran the Tea and Field
Canteen in his normal excellent manner and we were
most impressed with the second occasion when the A.C.F.
were butt marking under C.S.M. Baker. The Field Tele
phone was hardly used as was proper and we proceeded
like bats out of hell—getting good shooting and not fraying
our tempers over the wire!
Sunday, 15th March, saw certain stalwarts leaving the
T.A. Centre for Mereworth crossroads, armed to the teeth
and clad in Battle Order (including full water bottles, etc.).
Debussing at the crossroads, they set off on a " bash "
towards Sevenoaks, having to call at certain references, so
that some control could be kept. They learned that even
recent maps do not show all the roads and tracks—and
it is very easy to become lost even on a road, especially
when it crosses another road, unmapped, in the middle of
a wood. Time was their enemy and C.S.M. Baker picked
up the various groups after about 1] hours, by which lime
the slowest had travelled just over 1\ miles, some of it
across rough country and most of it uphill. The fastest
fellow had led from the start, but lost his bearings in a
wood and having been forced to find out his whereabouts
by climbing a tree to locate Plaxtol Church, he " fair
flogged his weary legs and aching back " to make up for
supposedly lost time and to overtake the others, whom he
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thought had passed him—only to be picked up by C.S.M.
Baker, last of all, having completed 9^ miles in 1 hour and
35 minutes. Naturally, the "local"—Sgt. Palmer became
even more lost than usual and proceeded away from the
route for some ten minutes until his group discovered
their mistake. This was a most valuable mornings exercise
—both physical and technical. Physical fitness seems to
us to be a subject rather ignored in the T.A. and it should
surely have its correct place high up in the order of
precedence of training. There would not appear to be
much point in knowing how to do things if one is
unable, through physical insufficiency, to do them. Whilst
recognising the need in the T.A. for moderation and
sinsible application of physical training, it is our contention
that a T.A. Officer or soldier should at least be able to
move from A to Z reasonably quickly without becoming
incapacitated as a result! We know of many individuals
who could do th's in M.T.—but fewer who would willingly
do it on foot!
Sunday, 22nd March, saw the Company carrying out
M.T. training—as a result of which at least Pte. Wood has
now passed his driving test and at least four others, we
hope, will also shortly pass theirs. During the month the
O.C., C.S.M. Jones, Sgt. Palmer and Pte. Chapman have
practised on Shoreham Range with the Battalion Rifle
Team and the Officers (!) have attended two weekends at
B.H.Q.
Evening training has proceeded apace—slightly in
terrupted by the Brigade Commands Annual Administra
tion Inspection preparations—but thanks to stalwart work
by C.S.M. Baker and Mr. Randall and the Club Chairman's
nocturnal sessions with the Club accounts . . . . etc. All
went well. We have had so many " new" recruits that we
have had to commence a Recruits Cadre, run by C.S.M.
Jones.
We will publish news and names of recent recruits in
our next edition. The trouble is now that we are making
the soldiers life so attractive that we are beginning to lose
Volunteers into the Regular Army.
Sgt. Bateman is doing valuable work with the A.C.F.,
at Westerham—visiting them once a week. We are con
sidering another autumn Recruiting Drive—concentrating
this time on Westerham, where once upon a time—not
too long ago we had several volunteers at the Drill Hall.
The T.A. Centre has been used twice by " outside
elements " during the month. First by the local Councils
for a Civil Defence presentation ceremony and second, by
the Sevenoaks Ambulance Service, who organised a Kent
County Dance and Party. This proved a great success and
we look forward to having more of these civic functions in
Argyle Road.
We are already looking forward to Annual Training
although there have been several comments concerning the
close proximity to heme of its location! Doubtless Sgt.
Ebbs Ummy will do a fair mileage! !
PRESENTATION TO MR. E. T. ROGERS, B.E.M.,
M.S.M., AND MRS. ROGERS.
Thursday, 9th April.
As has already been reported Mr. Rogers retired from
the service of the Kent Territorial & Auxiliary Forces
Association, in January, thus severing at long last his links
with the Regiment.
Thursday evening saw the Company Club Room full
of his and Mrs. Rogers' friends, who had come from
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distances to wish him well and show their appreciation and
gratitude for all his work over the many years he had been
with the Regiment, especially those he had served at
Sevenoaks.
Mrs. Baker and Mrs. Randall had laid out an excellent
buffet and at 8 p.m. Mr. and Mrs. Rogers accompanied
by Mr. and Mrs C. Woolley reentered the Drill Hall
garden. Mrs. Rogers was presented with a corsage of red
roses and they were taken to the Club Room where their
friends awaited them. Major Pennells in a short speech
referred to Mr. Rogers early history with the Regiment—
how he met Mrs. Rogers when he was with the 1st
Battalion in Dublin in 1911—how he was C.S.M. in
Flanders in 1917—first at Sevenoaks as P.S.I, in 1922—
again as P.S.I, at Sevenoaks in 1927—and how, on com
pletion of 22 years Colour Service, he joined the T.A. and
became the T.A. C.S.M. at Sevenoaks in 1930. In 1939,
he was mobilized, together with 167 men of the Company
—and after Dunkirk, had to leave the Army—but
immediately joined the Home Guard and was at once made
R.S.M. of the 20th Battalion. Many present that evening
knew full well how hard Mrs. Rogers had worked during
the last war—and the fact that many old Home Guard
comrades living far away had contributed to the presenta
tion shewed how highly they esteemed him.
In 1957, with the dissolution of the Home Guard, Mr.
Rogers left the Regiment after over 50 years service.
Mrs.. Rogers, everyone had grown to love and respect.
She had always been ready to lend a hand and her devotion
to her husband must have made his lot a pleasant one.
We, of the postwar T.A. had only known Mr. Rogers
as the Resident representative of the Kent T. & A.F.A.,
but said Major Pennells, he had often been grateful to Mr.
Rogers for the selfless way in which he had helped the
Company out, when for one reason or another, its regular
staff were away. It would be a long time before Sevenoaks
saw the like of Mr. and Mrs. Rogers again.
Mr. Rogers had been awarded the Meritorious Service
Medal and in 1956 the British Empire Medal for his
service. (There was a long applause at this point).
Major Pennells concluded by saying that he would ask
Colonel Ritchie, Mr. Rogers' last Heme Guard Command
ing Officer, to make the presentation.
Colonel Ritchie then presented Mr. and Mrs. Rogers
with a Westminster Chming Clock bearing a silver plaque,
inscribed with the Regimental Badge and the following
inscription: —
"MR. F. T. ROGERS, B.E.M., M.S.M., & MRS. ROGERS.
IN RECOGNITION OF OVER FIFTY YEARS LOYAL
SERVICE BY SERVING AND PAST MEMBERS OF
THE REGIMENT.
SEVENOAKS.
APRIL, 9th, 1959.
A cheque was also presented by Colonel Ritchie. Mr.
and Mrs. Rogers were then toasted and wished the very
best of luck in the future.
Amid much applause. Mr. Rogers thanked the Com
pany for their presentation to Mrs. Rogers and himself.
They looked back with great pleasure to their many years
with the QUEEN'S OWN. He remembered the days
when he was first the PST in Sevenoaks and had to tour the
area on a bicycle. His first recruit had been Mr. Quittenden

—an exSergeant in the Regiment. He was shortly followed
by Sgt. Ebbs—the father of the present serving Sgt. Ebbs.
Before the second Word War the Sevenoaks Company had
held for many years the Divisional Cross Country Running
Challenge Cup and for two years, the Boxing Trophy. He
had enjoyed training the Teams. The Home Guard during
the war had been hard work—but most enjoyable, due
mainly to the great cooperation and response of its
members in Sevenoaks. He had the warmest memories
of those days. After other words of thanks, Mr. Rogers
resumed his seat amidst further applause.
Mr. and Mrs. Rogers' son and daughterinlaw had
travelled from Caterham to be present at the Reception.

" D " COMPANY
This has been a very full month one way or another,
for the Battalion as a whole carried out a full programme
of training—and " D " Company was no exception.
The most startling event of the month was the retire
ment of Capt. Bryan Newman as Company Commander.
We were very sorry to see him go but realised that his other
activities were taking more and more of his time which
made his relinquishing his command inevitable.
The
announcement was a closely guarded secret and came as a
shock to the Company when it was made.
At the same time Capt. Charles Innes was introduced
as his successor. The Company at an informal party a
week later presented Capt. Newman with a Regimental
Crest suitably inscribed, and he in his turn presented the
Efficiency Cup to C.S.M. Buck, also another popular
presentation.
Reverting to the training side we spent the first
Sunday of the Month at the 30 yard range at Southborough
and fired our sten practices. Not without some misgivings
by those in charge as we had several of our recruits with
us, who had never fired before. However, the Gremlin,
Fiend or Devil who usually disturbs a sten shoot, with
runaways and stoppages, had a day off" and we only had
one misfire. SURELY A RECORD.
The following weekend was taken up by the Battalion
scheme, which although rather unpleasant at the time, has
'mproved in retrospect. There is a strong feeling, however,
in the Company against the "Hippopotamus Song" "Mud,
mud. Glorious Mud, Nothing quite like it for cooling
the! ! ! ! !, etc.!, but by and large judging from the graphic
and amusing descriptions of certain incidents that week
end too had its brighter moments.
On the 21st/'22nd weekend a scheme had been
arranged on Dartford Heath, but the Local Council proved
obstructive at the last moment refusing to let us go on the
Heath without giving any reason. As an alternative
programme had been prepared this was carried out and we
did two days training at the Drill Hall with a night
exercise on the Saturday. This was carried out without
the consent of anyone, and as we have had no complaints
since, we suggest that other Companies would be well
advised to disperse with any " consents of Local
Authorities". The highlight of the weekend was the
breakfast, consisting of two eggs, bacon, fried bread and
fried potatoes, produced by Cpl. Hinkley (A.C.C.) and the
C/Sgt. who also maintained two days constant supply of
tea.
Having ourselves performed a night fighting patrol on
the previous weekend, the film sent to us on the Tuesday
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evening was most helpful. So many points were brought
out that the Army's filmed DS solution hardly corresponded
at all with our own efforts. Still we wouldn't have been
very popular had we used our wire cutters, and it is
difficult to be quite firmly seated on the top of a barbed
wire fence, isn't it!!! (Well, I only ARSKED).
Members of the Sergeants MesS may be interested to
know that we have heard recently from Ted Ranson in
New Zealand, and our previous P.S.I. Sgt. Everett in
Cyprus.
Another transfer we expect shortly concerns Sgt.
Kelly our P.S.I. We feel sure that some talent scout will
see him and he will be transferred to a First Division
Soccor Club immediately. Query—Who gets the transfer
fee! !

SUPPORT COMPANY
Life in the Company has been rather quite over the
last two months apart from two enjoyable weekends.
The first weekend was the Battalion Patrol and Wire
less Exercise held at Aldershot, which was very interesting,
but was mainly ruined by the torrential rain.
Our readers will have read in the press that the
Artillery has been issued with a missile called the Corporal,
we also were issued with one on the Battalion Exercise.
It is now known as the " Sergeant ' I don't like tear gas
Locke' mark I ". The method of launching is very simple.
Firstly, place the missle on a pile of Army blankets in a
horizontal position. The missile and launching base should
be then placed carefully in the back of a three ton truck
for preference.
The actual firing of the rocket is carried out by letting
off a tear gas bomb and allowing the fumes thereof to
reach the Sergeant's breathing apparatus therein. It will
then rise into space with a howl and go round in ever
decreasing circles until it disappears into its own " B "
Echelon! !
The other notable feature of the exercise was a certain
Company Commander's marked ability to get his camp
stuck in the mud.
Our second weekend was at Crovvborough Camp
carrying out Company Training. Saturday afternoon was
spent doing mortar drill under Sgt. Jenner and Sunday
had a varied programme of Antitank gun drill and driving.
The driving mainly consisted of introducing members of
the Company to our newly issued halftracks.
Major Wood, Cpl. Cheal and Pte. Shapland acted as
instructors and Capt. Ogilvie acted as chief gear destructor
on the halftrack! !
It was a very pleasant weekend and was enjoyed by
all the company, and our thanks must go as usual to Cpl.
Phipps (A.C.C.) who did all our cooking.
We would like to congratulate Captain Charles Innes
on his recent promotion to the Command of " D"
Company at PENGE. We wish him every success in his
new appointment and hope he will visit us in the near
future.
Readers are reminded that we can supply copies of
"The Q.O.G." to their relatives for the modest sum of
Five Shillings, post free.
Ask your Company Commander to make the neces
sary arrangements.
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N the first of the month we said goodbye to our senior
holdee, Lt.Col. D. H. Gwilliam, M.B.E., who flew
out to join the 1st Battalion in Cyprus. We hope that he
will have an; enjoyable tour there although we look forward
to seeing all ranks of the battalion in the autumn this year.
On the 3rd, His Worship the Mayor of Maidstone,
Councillor W. G. Sherman, J.P., took the salute at the
Passing Out Parade of Alma and Sobraon platoons. The
weather was very kind and all agreed that the parade was,'
one of the best we have had for a long time. The Drums of
the 2nd Battalion Coldstream Guards were on parade—
unfortunately NOT in scarlet and bearskins as these are
only worn in London. After the parade we entertained
the Mayor and Mrs. Sherman together with other members
of the Town Council to tea in the Officer's Mess.

The bulk of these two platoons is now waiting in
lnvicta Lines until they embark in the Duaera at South
ampton on 9tH May. Sgt. Maume. late of 4th/5th Battalion
will be travelling with them, as will Cpl. Dawson who many
will remember as a training N.C.O. at the Depot in 1953
and who has recently returned to the Regiment with a glow
ing report from his erstwhile employers—the Civil Defence
School at Epsom.
On the 16th April a further 70 National Servicemen
reported for training and the barracks are now bulging at
the seams. These recruits are formed into Lucknow and
New Zealand platoons under Sgt. Potts. The N.C.O.s are
as follows :
Lucknow

New Zealand

Sgt. Wilders

Cpl. Bona

L/Cpl. Marsdcn

L/Cpl. Morris

L/Cpl. Bell

L/Cpl. Nicholson

Here we must congratulate exCpIs. Wilders, Small
wood and Sharp oru their recent promotion to the local rank
of Sergeant in recognition of their outstanding services to
the depot and Training Company in particular during their
National Service.
We have hardly seen Lt. Butler this month—his life
has been one long round of courses. He is at present learn
ing all about Civil Defence at a C.D. School in Yorkshire,
and next week goes to Devizes on a pay course. Our Padre
too, the Rev. A. E. Good, is on leave and in his stead we
have The Rev. W. Campbell Clark who is actually the padre
to 36 Corps Engr. Regiment in lnvicta Lines.
Finally sport. The air is full of the crowing of the
crows who play c*i*k*t. They have just played their first
match against Featherstone Rovers and WON ! ! This of
course is their lot. They should now settle down into the
normal summer routine of defeat after defeat, excuse after
excuse.
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The grisly details, published under duress from higher
authority are as follows: (No prizes for the one who spots
THIS narrator—Ed.).
FEATHERSTONE 120 all out
L/Cpl. Morris 5 for 31.
Cpl. Bona 4 for 25.
Depot THE QUEEN'S OWN 125 for 2.
L/Cpl. Nicholson (Renegade Hockey Player) 72.
Pte. Farrier (Renegade Arms Storeman) 41 Not Out.
Now to more cheerful things. The final analyses of
the Hockey and Soccer team is as follows :
HOCKEY (1st XI)
Played
Won
Drawn
Lost
Goals for
Goals against

SOCCER
24
18
4
2
96
32

Played
Won
Drawn
Lost
Goals for
Goals against

22
4
1
17
63
126

It has been a busy month for Training Company.
The recruits from Sobroan and Alma Platoons have now
returned from leave and are eagerly awaiting the journey
to Cyprus. The Senior Intake (Inkerman and Sevastopol
Platoons) were no doubt delighted to see the arrival of
some more recruits—namely, Lucknow and New Zealand
Platoons who have Sgt. Potts as a Platoon Sergeant.

Training Company thus looks forward to an enjoyabie
summer and this year we sincerely hope that we shall see
some of that sunshine which although so abundant over the
skies of Nicosia is still very rare in Maidstone.

The Editor acknowledges with thanks receipt of the
following Regimental Journals and Magazines:—
The Dragon.
Globe and Laurel.
Tank.
R.A.O.C. Journal.
Waggoner.
St. George's Gazette.

REGIMENTAL

CAR

BADGES

The badge is made of heavily chromeplated metal with
the cap badge set in a background of the Regimental
Colours in vitreous enamel.

We therefore have at the Depot two intakes and a
draft, the latter being accommodated at lnvicta Lines.
Nevertheless they still have all their meals at the Depot
and the Messing Staff under Capt. V. C. Abplanalp,
Sgt.
Frost
and C pi.
Edwards
have
performed
miracles in ensuring that enough food is available on time.
Cpl. Edwards is now due for demob and although we
shall be extremely sorry to lose him, the Messing Office
will be left in the capable hands of L/Cpl. Tickner whom
we congratulate on his recent promotion.
Friday, April 17th, saw the Annual Depot Rifle
meeting at Hythe. An enjoyable day was had by all and
we congratulate C/Sgt. Heyfron on winning the Neve
Cup for the best performance of the day. The falling
plate competition was won by the W.O.s and Sgts. after a
very hard struggle with the officers whom they beat in the
final.
We must also congratulate L/Cpls. Bell and Nicholson
who have passed W.O.S.B. They are spending a few weeks
before going to Mons O.C.S. by working as extra Training
N.C.O.s for the Junior Intake.
At the end of this month we must say a sad farewell
to Sgt. Martin who has been at the Depot for nearly
three years, during which lime he has trained fourteen
platoons. This is a very fine record and in thanking him
for his services to Training Company we wish him the best
of luck in Civvy Street.
When the present Junior Intake pass out in June
there will be no recruits at the Depot until the middle of
July. It has been suggested that our N.C.O.s should
proceed on block leave for over two weeks. This sug
gestion, they have eagerly welcomed—perhaps July is just
a shade too hot for a further Weapon Training Cadre
under the expert supervision of C.S.M. Wilde, M.M.
And in any case the C.S.M. himself plans to take some well
deserved leave.

The cost is 26/9 post free.—Apply to The Editor,
" Queen's Own Gazette," Regimental Headquarters, The
Barracks, Maidstone.
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PASSING OUT PARADE OF ALMA AND SOBRAON PLATOONS
3rd April, 1959

The Worshipful The Mayor of Maidstone, Councillor W. George Sherman, J.P., accompanied by Capt. V. C. Abplanalp
and Sgt. G. Gordon, D.C.M., inspecting Inkerman, platoon.

Alma platoon, under Sgt. F. Potts, marching past
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Home Counties Brigade
NEWSLETTER No. THREE

A

S the months go by it is becom
ing more and more obvious,
particularly from the viewpoint of
the future Brigade Depot at Can
terbury, that many things which
will be common to us as a Brigade
later on have already become so
and
with
remarkable little
fuss.
Viewed
from
Brigade HQ the excellent spirit of cooperation between
Regiments is very apparent. Where there might have been
fierce rivalry before, there is a quite obvious realisation
that as we are now all in the same boat the six oarsmen
need to pull together in the same direction. Tangible
evidence of this has been the training of soldiers of one
Regiment by another and very often the training of recruits
at a Regimental Depot who later go elsewhere—some
thing quite unheard of in the past.
The fact that the new Brigade Spirit is in no wise
inferior to, but merely different from the old your corres
pondent can vouch for after his recent visits to I Surreys
at Bury St. Edmunds and 1st Royal Sussex at Gibraltar.
Both occasions were interesting an.d exhilarating and made
the prospect of seeing, in the near future, 1st Queens, 1st
Buffs and 1st M.X. in B.A.O.R. and 1st R.W.K. in Cyprus
something to look forward to. Even in these testing times
it is possible to emerge from the paperwork occasionally.
The six Depot Commanders have again visited
Canterbury for another of the routine conferences
which are so necessary now to keep us all on the same
" net
In the case of the Queens and the Surreys this will
have been the last journey that Major R. Mans and Major
R. C. Taylor will have made for this purpose, for on
1st July the Depot of the Queen's Royal Regiment and the
East Surrey Regiment will open at Wemyss, Barracks,
Canterbury under the command of Major D. G.
Snowden. Captain G. Mason, now Adjutant at Kingston
will be Adjutant of the new Depot, Captain R. B. Johnson
the Training Officer and Major H. R. Gill, the Q.M. They
all expect to be fully occupied during the coming months.
Some highlights of recent Sporting Events at our Depots
will be of interest to readers, though space will not allow
more than a bare mention of a few.
The winter has been a successful one for the Royal
Sussex Depot in both football and hockey. The Hockey
XI were runners up in the H.C.D. Minor Units Final,
losing 20 after extra time to the Depot R.W.K. The
football XI has reached the final of three competitions
including the Sussex MidWeek Cup. Providing they
successfully win their last engagement in the local Mid
week League they will end as runners up by a very small
margin.
The Buffs Depot reached the final of the Dover Soccer
League Cup; came third in the District X Country
Championship; was beaten 1—0 by Depot R.W.K. in the
semifinals of the District Hockey Championship, after a
replay; won the District Basket Ball Championship and
were beaten in the semifinal of the Eastern Command
Championship.

Pte. O'Connell of Depot The Queen's Own Royal
West Kent Regiment boxed at LightWelter in the H.C.D.
Individual Championships and won his weight. He was
NOT permitted by the Commandant A.S.P.T. to box in
the Command Championships because he was on an A.l.'s
Course, but he will automatically go forward to the Army
Championships. On Thursday 12th March, he boxed for
the Army against the R.A.F. and won convincingly on
points. The bout was televised. The Queen's Own Depot
Hockey team won the H.C.D. Minor Unit Hockey Com
petition at Shorncliffe on Wednesday, llth March, when
they beat Depot Royal Sussex 2—0 after extra time.
It was a hard fought and sporting game, the issue being
in doubt until the first period of extra time when after a
positional change the Queen's Own scored two quick goals
which decided the matter. The Queen's Own met 9th
Coy. R.A.M.C. (East Anglian District) at Colchester
on 21st March, and were beaten 1—0.
The only Middlesex Depot sporting event worthy of
mention is the narrow defeat of L/Cpl. Rogers, J., in
the Welterweight Final of the London District Boxing
Championships.
And Depot East Surrey Regiment sporting news
includes the names of Cpl. Thomas, P., the 1958 Winner
of the London District Young Soldiers Cup for shooting;
2/Lt. R. G. Garment and Pte. Will, G., who are going
up to St. Andrews in May to play in the Army Golf
Championships ; and Cpl. Fincham, who won his light
welterweight final in the 1958 Eastern Command Boxing
Championships.
In the middle of March your correspondent attended
the Infantry Commanders' Conference at Warminster
where, amongst a large number of friends, he met Lieu
tenantColonels Lloyd Owen and Glennie, the latter
of whom had the misfortune to catch the 'flu before the
start of the Conference and never put in an appearance at
all. Perhaps the most important remark of the whole
week was made by the C.I.G.S. on the final day, when he
suggested to his audience that the day of the " big
Regiment", of three, four or even five Battalions, was
bound to come and that it was not far distant. Such a
warning from such a person, was of considerable interest
and there is little doubt that we must all readjust our
thinking along these lines. ,
As to other future events, and to go from the sublime
to the " gor blimey" your correspondent wishes to draw
the attention of all those interested and able to attend to
the Brigade Golf Meeting on llth May, 1959, which this
year will be held at the Hendon Golf Club under the
auspices of Major I. H. Battye, Commanding the Middle
sex Depot. Judging by past years this promises to be an
enjoyable occasion.
It was good to see that initiative is not only encouraged
by Battalions but that the National Serviceman of today
has plenty of it. Two young soldiers of 1st Battalion The
Queen's, in Germany, recently set off to see how far
they could get without spending anything on public trans
port.
In five
days they travelled through Germany,
Belgium and France to Paris, and almost succeeded
in getting a lift in an aeroplane to Madrid. They
slept one night in a Paris prison cell to save money, and
the next day had a meal in the American Embassy. It is
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to be hoped that the Regular soldier of lomorow will have
as much initiative as the National Serviceman of today.
Finally, a word on our future Brigade Depot at Howe
Barracks, Canterbury.
With only minor modifica
tions the War Office have now accepted our plan for
improvements and enlargements to the present excellent
modern buildngs and sports grounds there. Within the
year building should begin and it is expected to take about
two years to complete. When completed the Depot will
undoubtedly be a really fine "Home" for the Brigade, with
facilities of all types probably not bettered by any other
Brigade Depot in the country.

STOP PRESS.
As we go to print the " London Gazette" dated 10th
April, 1959, announces the following Honours and
Awards: —
O.B.E.
Lieutenant Colonel D. C. L. NOLDA—Commanding
1st Bn. The Middlesex Regimnet.
M.B.E.
Major H. B. H. WARING—1st Bn. The Queen's Own
Royal West Kent Regiment.
MENTIONED IN DESPATCHES.
W.O. 1. F. B. ORAM—1st Bn. The East Surrey Regi
ment.
T/Major B. R. COLEMAN—The Royal Sussex Regi
ment.
Lt. Co!. A. J. M. FLINT, M.B.E.—Commanding 1st Bn.
The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
Lt. T. J. B. LOCKER—1st Bn. The Queen's Own Royai
West Kent Regiment.
Captain G. G.
Regiment.

NORTON—1st

Bn.

The

Middlesex

2/Lt. J. M. PICKARD—The Middlesex Regiment (Now
Lt. T.A.).
To them all, the very belated—though nonetheless
s'neere—congratulations of your correspondent, of all on
his staff at Canterbury and of all ranks in the Brigade.

Read
Your County Newspaper,
Published Fridays, price 4d.

KENT
MESSENGER
The County Paper of Kent

OWN
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LONDON BRANCH

ET me begin with my apologies over my error
in respect of the Russell clan, mentioned in my notes
of March. Lilt le did I think I'd stir up such commotion,
the Editor, Capt. R. O. Russell, and even my old friend
Henry Lafferty, taking me to task. That of course was not
ail, once the hounds at the Cranbourn got at me 1 was
torn into ribbons—rended limb from limb. However,
many thanks to you all for putting the matter right.
Once Colonel Pug Durtnell had mentioned " F. Russell
lo me all was clear, I knew then I had mixed the initials
with two other officers, Lt. Cols. I. R. Lovell and H. O.
Lcvell. Well, thats the best I can th'nk of at the moment! !
I thank R.O. Russell for his kind remarks, also the
Editor, and Henry Lafferty who is not only a keen fan of
mine, my one and only, but also an authority on the history
of The Queen's Own in no mean way. He was well able
lo settle an argument among members, including Bogie
Childs, as to our title, when "brackets off" was made in
the early twenties.
For Captain R. O. Russell, he will be pleased to know
we have made a small donation lo the window, and we
hope that somehow the funds will continue to come in for
it. For the Editor, many thanks for letting me know the
whereabouts of Capt. F. Russell. As I hope to go to
Devon and Cornwall in the Autumn I may ask for the
addresses of both he, and a Lt. Col. WilKe Spurr. It is
time the Spider livened up the parade.
Having that off my chest, now let me have a note
about the "do" with the Bromley Branch, held on 18th
April last. It was poorly supported by our members, and
I regret to say that practically the whole of my darts team
failed to attend. It was upon them that all my hopes
were based. It is o! course, not always possible to ensure
attendance, but they had given me their assurance, and we
were very sorry at their non appearance.
We had therefore, to make up the evening with our
Bromley members joining us, in playing the Bromley
United Service Club at darts, a match which produced a
very tough first leg, they eventually getting out winners,
both teams having shots for the final double. Tension of
the first leg over,, the B.U.S.C. who have a very fine side,
and play in many tournaments, got into their stride and
rcaily knocked us in the second. Tom Briddock, Harry
Lofts, Bill Phillips, Harry Steven.s represented us, at
Snooker we were much better, winning three games,
Charles Dumbrell, " Scruff " Boughton, represented us, and
at cribbage, Harry .Stevens and The Spider managed to win
our only match, the latter requiring nine, having eight in
hand, and lucky enough lo hold the " one for his knob "
which gave us the win.
Bromley did the catering for us, and an excellent
supply of sandwiches and sausage rolls kept the visitors
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in good' spirits, ait" low cost. I must thank, on behalf of
the branch, Major L. Pyrke, President of the Bromley
P.& P. :for his attendance, his henchmen George Cockell,
Robert Watts for their help, the ladies who so kindly
worked and distributed the food, and Mr. Megs who did
so much towards making us comfortable, and seeing that
the evening really went well.
To our double members, Bill Phillips, Harry Stevens
and Bob Milton, many thanks. Without them the evening
would have been very sick. I have mentioned most now,
but I am pleased Col. C. S. Durtnell was able to stay with
us such a long time, that Harry Lofts was able to make the
long journey from Staines, to see Charles Dumbrell with
us again as Saturday is one evening he can get away. He
"carried" our snooker performers. Last, but not least
our thanks to the President, Capt. B. J. Finnie, who was
present with Mrs. Finnie, the steward and members of the
Bromley U.S.C. for their kindness in placing the club at
our disposal.
Now to our meeting held on the 24th April. It was
very well attended indeed, despite the fact that the ast
Friday fell on the . 24th of the month. We usually lose
attendance due to that early Friday, but on the contrary
this time a large throng. There were several officers
present. Our joint president, Maj. A. S. Breedon, back from
his travels in the windjammer, looking very fit, and in good
form. Colonel B. L. Clay, who has been absent through
flu and family bereavements, was with us, only to tell us
this was his last visit for some time. More of that later.
Colonels C. S. Durtnell, H. D. Chaplin and Ron Mines
were also present. Among our veterans, Arthur Edwards,
Alf Toms, looking extremely well, were on parade, Harry
and Mrs. Elson, Harry Freeman and Mrs. Cox, also a
very 'long'Standing member, Mr. Bill Whiffen.
Our Chairman, Mr. Ted Ballard was on parade, Tom
Briddock the Hon Secretary, Trefor Thomas our Vice
Chairman, but unfortunately the Treasurer, a most sought
after man on this occasion, Percy Hallett, was not with us.
Welfare, in the presence of Timber, was able to give his
report, and the taperecorder was absent. The latter stated
that most of our invalids were practically recovered, Dick
Blackham was no worse, our old friend who I call
" Gerry " Sweetman, was laid up but hoped to see us soon.
The Branch wishes all well and a speedy recovery, and this
includes the old " Busy Bee " winger, Fred Jarmain.
There were two other ladies present in addition to
those mentioned above, Mrs. Orchard and Mrs. Parry,
i

;
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wife of " Gunboat", who is now quite fit and well. With
the advent of belter weather, I had better not state warmei,
we hope to see one or two of our old members whom we
know suffer from effects of the Winter and Spring, and
we all wish, for their sakes a better Summer.
" Mike " Leary was with us, " Tishy " Parker, our two
Elliotts, both of whom joined us last year, and we are
glad to see pop along quite often. Harry Dumbrell, a very,
surprise visit this, as Friday has always been a bad day for
his business, was there too. George Hooker and Jerry
Nash, both in great form, Len Digby again, John Newton
and Alf Whelan looked in, the " Juke Box Three/' Maslin,
Jepson and Dapper Martin, Smithy, Jack Hunt and his
friend of the cavalry, Mr. Ellis, having been dragged along
by Jack, enjoying a great time. My old colleague of the
1st Battalin soccer team " Champ Colley " was there, Spud
Evans, Ted Tickner, Bob Milton from Bromley. Scruff
Boughton, who had brought along Mr. Bill Whiffen,
mentioned already, and in person as he stated he would be
in his letter to the " Ed." Henry Lafferty. All these among
others, I cannot remember more, except one, ex D. (M.G.)
Gunner Drake, whom we were all pleased to see again.
Following last months attendance this was a great
show and everyone was in good form. The Chairman
opened the meeting at approx. 8.15 p.m. welcomed back
our Joint President from his trip to the Bahamas, and cast
his beady eyes around the place, as befits all exC.S.M.s,
a la Snudge of the Army Game, to check whether or not
there were any other people to welcome, either after
absence or illness, or any visitor from other spheres. We
had Jack Ellis with us of course, but like Arthur Edward's
matelow pal, we regard him as a member of honorary rank.
Mr. Bill Whiffen was then introduced to us. He is a
founder member of the Branch and I had a yarn with him
after the meeting. "Bill" was with the 1st Battalion
before the First War. He does not look anywhere near
his age (as befits an old soldier), and only family illness
will prevent further attendances, now he knows us. He
was in the Battalion Orderly Room in those days and
having reached the dizzy heights of L/Cpl, unpaid. Kaiser
Bill stepped in and caused the War that made Bill throw
caution to the winds, his stripe on the floor, and proceed
to France with the. B.E.F. Many years have passed, Bill
still thrives and we are pleased to meet one who was' so
instrumental with a "few" in starting and keeping alive
the London Branch. We owe him many thanks, and he
received a very hearty welcome.
Col. B. L. Clay was next. He had received on behalf
of the branch a message of goodwill and luck on his retire
ment, from our Chairman, and in a few words Col. Blay
paid the branch a tribute, and hoped we would continue
the good work. He gave your correspondent a pat on the
back for work in the past and hoped the same sort of stuff
.would continue for many years to come. Me too!!
The Colonel retires after about 46 years in the Service
as a serving and R.O., and looks very well on it. He
retires to Bridport, in the West Country, so his visits to
us will be extremely rare, although the ReUnion, will
provided it continues, and there is no reason why it should
not, find him on; parade. Although I did not come in
contact with the Colonel until he came to India to the 1st
Battalion, I do remember him when I was quite a lad with
the 2nd Battalion in the Rhine Army, in 1920. As a much
younger officer, he played once or twice in goal for the

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE
Battalion soccer team, when injuries to Woodruff prevented
the latter from playing. These were the days of Peter
Hagen, "Baby" Hubbard, "Bill" Bridger, Bobby Pease,
Cpl. Cahill, 1 know the rest of the team, if you like, but
it was indeed an honour to play with men of their standard.
At least, I used to think so in those days, and 1 see no
reason to alter my opinion. It shows the Colonel must
have had talent—couldn't have been influence!! He
always was a great tennis fan and a good player. How
good I cannot say, as, although 1 have practised prewar,
when I was quite useful myself, with Brig. A. R. Fyler and
Lt. Col. C. H. Keenlyside, did not ever have the pleasure
of a knock up with Col. Clay. In the last couple of years
he played quite a lot on the Hampstead Club's courts. Well,
the tour must come to an end sometime, and the Colonel
and Mrs. Basil Clay go into retirement. The Branch wishes
them a most happy and restful time, both will always be
welcome at the branch, and we shall miss the ever ready
advice of a very popular member. The best of luck to you,
sir.
The Chairman then read out the agenda and notes on
the A.G.M. of the P. & P. Association, held at Maidstone, at
which we were represented by Tom Briddock. Most of
the waffling was of the ReUnion, but two items were of
special interest to us. One, the subscription to the P. & P.
branches, two, the reference to the " Standard" Com
petition, about which I wrote the month following last
year's very odd method of awarding points, when there
was a formula already laid down, which, we stress, should
for the benefit of everyone, be strictly obeyed.
We sincerely hope that the judges are given a copy
of the method of awarding points and no loophole remain
for the slightest criticism, because we have in our branch,
the most severe critic of all time, Ted Tickner. He carries
cur standard too! !
The subscription bone of contention was settled by
the announcement that any Life Member of the P. & P.
need not pay a 1/ into Maidstone per annum, and a non
life member must pay ten annual subscriptions of 1/,
which are paid lo Maidstone, and he then becomes a Life
Member and not required to pay the Maidstone Bob again.
He is, however, liable to the subscriptions of his local
branch, in our case 1/ per annum or a JO/ Life Member
ship.
In effect, this means that practically nobody of the
branch owes Maidstone cash. As far as I know, the
majority of our members are between the wars Regulars,
and I feel sure nobody escaped the stoppage of a 1/ per
member for the Life Membership of the P. & P. Associa
ton. This is all too easy to prove of course, as Maidstone
have a Roll of such people, and we shall now be able to
check as to who owes the lolly!
Once the fact that having paid ten annual subscriptions
made one a Life Member of the Association, Arthur
Edwards rose to his feet to ask whether he could now be
issued with a card, as he had been a member for more than
20 years! This caused Robert Wilkes to say he'd been a
member since 1921, so there is no doubt we will have to get
Douglas Burrows to come along and tell us how we stand
for old members! ! What with Harry Elson, Bill Whiffen,
Major Bredon all being on parade, us blokes who joined
since the recent war ended are very small fry, but we enjoy
it just the same! !
Harry Elson asked whether we did, in fact, have any
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Life Membership cards and Tom Briddock was able to
settle that point. We had plenty. We have to get more
badges, too, I noticed a lot of us without them. The
collection of the 6d. fine was left this month as we had such
a generous amount subscribed for the raffle and the
Benevolent Fund, no less than £1/12/9 collection and
£3/5/6 the Raffle. The prize this time I may say, was a
nice basket of fruit donated by Mrs. Elson. The lucky
winner—Dan Elliott, who was no doubt placed on the
" Good Husbands" roll later in the evening.
The message from Capt. R. O. Russell's branch in
respect of the window was brought up it was proposed
that £3/3//0 be donated to assist this worthy cause. A
donation of £1 / 1 /0 was also made to the Ypres Memorial.
This caused the Chaiman to ask " Where's Scotty
and
there was a very smart retort, " gone to Woolwich to get a
blow lamp." J still wonder why!
We now know the 1st Battalion are coming home to
Shorncliffe and that the amalgamation will take place in
1961, by which time the old Depot at Maidstone closes and
Wemyss Barracks, Canterbury, becomes the Headquarters
of the two Regiments. We shall soon be hearing about
the ReUnion there, and what form it will take.
We were introduced to one new member, exSgt.
Bragg, who spent a very long time with our 2nd Battalion.
He is one I have never met, and 1 hope he will long con
tinue to be a member and turn up as often as possible.
The meeting continued, and the Chairman gave various
details of this year's ReUnion, and when this had ended,
failed to ask the time honoured " any more for any more
which caught Arthur Edwards by surprise, and the meeting
closed before Arthur managed to pop his question.
However, it all ended amicably, honour was satisfied. It
is a little confusing at times, however, when we managed
to write that the date for a certain meeting is mentioned in
the minutes which should not in fact affect that meeting,
li will eventually sort itself out, so nobody groused—too
long.
We have only one more month after this to wait
before we elect our officers for 195960. I do hope Len
Remfry comes back to resume his place in the chair he
vacated two years back. He would be just the man to see
us through our amalgamation teething troubles. Come on
Len what about it?
I dscovered later, that Harry Dumbrell has given up
his business in Carshalton and was thus able to be with us
for the evening. We hope he is soon in business again,
but hope nevertheless, he will be able to pop along and
see us.
I spotted Doug St. Croix's name mentioned in the
Social and Personal, so hope that these trips over the North
Pole will not stop this member of ours from popping in
to see us again! How about it Douglas?
Very belatedly we send our condolences to the
relatives of Gunboat Smith, a great and true warrior of
the old school, and we trust that with the passing of time,
Gunboat's fanr'ly will get over this grievous blow.
I cannot end without a word of praise for the winner
of the Recruiter Poster Competition, quite an excellent
performance, it should prove a draw. 1 have now, to give
Desmond Butler a date for the Cricket Match, P. & P. v.
Depot, and I hope this will be approved, its just a com
plete shot in the dark. I hope too that Maidstone will take
on the team selection, they do know the locals, we can help
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by giving our names to their selector.
August, 1959, Sunday.
More next month,

The date, 23rd

THE SPIDER.

T

BROMLEY

BRANCH

HE attendance at our April meeting was poor, but there
were two reasons for this. Firstly, it was Easter
Saturday, when so many people like " to get away from it
all," and secondly, owing to the fact that in the morning
we had laid to rest our old friend, guide and comrade,
Albert Victor Smith, Gunboat to us all, when many of his
former comrades and friends attended his funeral.
Before opening the meeting the Chairman, Mr.
R. F. Wilkes asked the members to stand in silence for a
short period in respect of his demise.
Apology for absence had been received from the
President.
Our social of the previous Saturday was discussed and
the Secretary entrusted with sending letters of appreciation
to the many to whom we owe thanks for their kindness in
readily coming to our assistance and help in various ways.

Membership
I am happ> to report that our paid up membership
is now sixty, thanks to the drive of several members who
" buttonhole likely potentials," at the same time pointing
out the advantages of membership. 1 am also happy to
record the fact that Lt. Col. C. S. Durtnell, O.B.E., has
recently joined our ranks and we bid him a happy welcome.
Several of us remember him from pre 1939 days, when he
was Adjutant of the 5th Battalion The Queen's Own in
Bromley, where we held our meetings at the Drill Hall in
East Street.
We have recently acquired from Lt. Col. Eason a
supply of small size posters advertising the Past & Present
Association. We hope by this means that we may entice a
few more members to the fold.
P. & P. Association Annual General Meeting
On April llth the Annual General Meeting of the
Past & Present Association was held at Maidstone, when
I believe all branches were represented. As it will be
reported by the Secretary, there is hardly any need for my
contribution in that direction. Suffice it to say that the
agenda and discussion were not too long and I think all
enjoyed the meeting. For my own part I travelled down
early, and was just in time to catch Col. Eason and Major
Love before they dashed off lo a Regimental Council meet
ing.
This perhaps was just as well, for I spent two lovely
hours locked in the Regimental Museum and was able to
wander at leisure among the exhibits where I learned much
more than I knew previously. Despite the fact that I
spent so long in there I did not get all round, so I am
hoping that on some future occassion I may get a similar
chance. Whilst on the subject of museum pieces, I'm
something like one myself now, as by the time this gels into
print, I hope to pass my 50th anniversary of "signing on
the dotted line" to become a member of His Majesty's
Territorial Force—Joking apart, I commend a visit to the
museum by anyone interested, as it is such an eye opener
to many things military.
Games Tourney
London Branch being the hosts, the return match on
April 18th was lost by us to the tune of 2—1. We did,

however, manage to win the darts fight on this occasion.
Several of the London team failed to put in an appearance
otherwise it may have been a different result. The
Cribbage did not get under way until later for the same
reason and then London borrowed—1 said borrowed— two
of our four best plaers to beat us. In the snooker we failed
but when you realise that "yours truly" had not handled a
cue for more than six years, one could not wonder at our
lacking robust play. Tom Briddock (who said renegade?
he is a member of us also) did try hard to keep me, but 1
was too much of a passenger for him. Dicky Hale and
his partner fared better than we two in scoring, but never
theless they went down fighting hard.
Between 9.30 p.m. and 9.45 p.m. sandwiches, cheese
rolls and hot sausage rolls were dispensed, much to the
enjoyment of all concerned, for it does not require brains
and skill to eat. It's a much easier job. Many members
of the Bromley United Services Club and also the ladies
joined in this part of the game, much to their personal well
being, for it was " luverly grrub
Our President, Major Leslie Pyrke was present, as also
was Lt. Col. Durtnell, Capt. Finnie, President and Chair
man of the B.N.S.C. and Major Bruce.
The Spider will no doubt give a more lucid and
lengthly report on the games, so 1 will now sign off.
JWUZZ THAYRE

CATFORD

AND

DISTRICT

BRANCH

The Annual Dinner of the Catford Branch took place
on Saturday, 18th April, 1959, at the " Railway Signal ",
Forest Hill, S.E.23, under the Chairmanship of Mr.
R. F. Fielder. The Rev. E. A. Metcalfe, B.A., and Mrs.
Metcalfe were the Guests of Honour.
Mr. Metcalfe is the Vicar of St. George's Church
Perry Hill, and Padre of the Branch.
In a very tastefully decorated room, fortyeight
members, wives, members of their families, and ; friends of
the Branch sal down and enjoyed a very satisfactory meal,
after which Mr. "Sammy" Young deputising as M.C. in
the unfortunate absence of our old friend " Harry " Lake
who is in hospital, called on our President, Major H. J. D.
Combe, T.D. to propose the toast of The "Queen's Own ".
The President mentioned how the number present)
might well have been reduced by one, in as much he had
travelled by car all the way from Cornwall, having meals
in the several counties passed through. This indicated his
keenness to be present, a feeling which many of us share.
The Chairman in welcoming " The Guests " said how
very pleased we all were to have Mr. and Mrs. Metcalfe
with us, and hoped that they would also attend other
Branch functions.
He asked for full support at the Annual Service at
St. George's Church, in honour of England's Patron Saint,
on the 26th April, 1959.
He spoke of the various activities of the Branch during
the past year, of the very successful " Socials ", and of the
very happy visit to the " Prince of Wales ' Theatre last
month. The Committee had been very busy in arranging
these functions, which will be continued. Mr. Fielder
thanked the members and friends for their support, and the
Ladies of the Branch for their grand help in running the
Raffles and other efforts which are so very much
appreciated.
Mr. Metcalfe received very warm applause when he
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Metcalfe felt highly honoured in being asked to this func
rose to reply on behalf of the visitors. He and Mrs.
tion. He asked that those of the two world wars should
stick together, and not allow the terrible effects of such
wars to be forgotten.
Speeches over, Mr. Fielder rose to congratulate our
Host and Hostess Major Ronald (VicePresident) Hon. of
the Branch, and Mrs. Salmon, on the excellent arrange
ments and food prepared for our enjoyment, in recognition,
he presented Mrs. Salmon with a lovely bouquet of flowers,
an act which was greeted with much applause.
The tables were swiftly cleared with the aid of some
of the members; one worthy member was later seen with
his coat off busily washing and drying up, Well done Tom.
Soon dancing commenced with the aid of Mr. Eric Hale
and partners at the piano and other instruments, whilst
others chatted, I noticed the Vicar and Mrs. Metcalfe
happily talking with members and others present, I feel
certain that they both enjoyed their first visit to our Branch.
The Ladies of the Branch after a time came round
with the " Raffle " Tickets, I am quite sure that they did
very well. Well, there were some lovely prizes on show.
1 cannot give full details of the remainder of the
evening because I was feeling very unwell and was forced
to leave and go home, but I am confident that everyone
had a jolly good time, and went away thoroughly satisfied.
Now I appeal to those who live in the Catford,
Lewisham, Forest Hill, Sydenham and nearby districts who
were members of the Regiment, those who read this who
know of an such men to come along or to get others to
do so at our Monthly Meetings at the
Railway Signal"
Opposite the Forest Hill station (up line side) on the
SECOND FRIDAY of the month at about 8 p.m., ask for
the Secretary or another member and you will receive a
very warm welcome.
You can if you so desire join the Branch and other
Branches in the Annual Service at St. George's Church,
Perry Hill, S.E.23 at 6.20 p.m. This applies to anyone
else interested. Branches as far away as Maidstone, Tun
bridge Wells, Bromley and those nearer usually come to
support this special service in Honour of our Patron Saint.
All good wishes to all Branches and the First
Battalion.
St. George's Church, Perry Hill, S.E.23. was filled to
capacity on Sunday Evening, 26th April, 1959, on the
occasion of the special service in honour of its Patron
Saint.
The Vicar, The Rev. E. A. Metcalfe, B.A., con
ducted the service assisted by the Rev. S. A. Zeal, B.A.
Members of the Catford and District Branch together

Primrose and
Len Dairies, Ltd.
PASTEURISED MILK
CHANNEL ISLAND T.T. (Pasteurised) MILK
19, LOWER STONE ST., MAIDSTONE  Tel. 2610 & 61246
32, THE BROADWAY,
MAIDSTONE

WEST MALLING
Tel. Wait Mailing 3101
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with those from Bromley, Maidstone and the llth (Lewis
ham) Battalion, and the Brockley Branch of the R.A.F.
Association were present to pay tribute to England's Patron
Saint, and their Standards following those of the Cubs
Guides, Scouts and Senior Scouts completed a colourful
picture as they proceeded in line to the Altar, where the
Vicar received them and then were then placed in the
Sanctuary, with the Union Jack draped on the Altar.
It was very evident that the whole congregation felt the
great importance of the ceremonies, because it most whole
heartedly joined in the singing of the Hymns and Psalms,
as well as the Prayers.
The Catford Branch was honoured by the church in
that he was asked to read the second lesson, which he did
as he has done before, very well. We of the " Queen's
Own " deeply appreciate such tokens.
The Vicar, prior lo his Sermon, welcomed the presence
of the members of the ''Queen's Own", both he and the
congregation were very glad to do so, it was all so very
helpful and cheering.
He opened his sermon by displaying a ppster with the
word HELP in large red letters at the top of it, and, from
that word he composed a Motto, each letter a word.
Refugees in so many parts of the world needed help, and
much had been done by the various Christian Organisations
in the past, but very much more was needed in order to
give some relief to the many thousands, including homeless
and orphan children in Korea. He told the congregation
that he had during the last few days, read much of the
History of " Lewisham's Battalion of the "Queen's Own ",
the llth. And he quoted the terrific efforts of Lt. Bainton
during the Battle of the Somme, to get water to the men
in the front line by crawling along with petrol cans filled
with water, in very heavy shell fire, in addition on their
way back he and his men brought wounded men back into
safety. He was awarded the Military Cross, and well
deserved too.
Such efforts are now badly wanted, one must not
forget how our Patron Saint gave his life away fully well
knowing the consequences, in order to help others.
We all must do our part, lo HELP these unfortunate
people, and follow the wonderful examples of these people.
The Colours, Flags and Standards of the Cubs, Guides,
Scouts and Associations were handed back to the Standard
Bearers, who, after receiving them stood in line in front of
the choir stalls, and in the aisle below, facing the Altar,
the whole making a striking sight. The various colours of
the Standards standing out most beautifully against the
brilliance and glow of the Altar lights and candles. As
the notes of the Processional Hymn began the Leaders
turned away from the Altar and headed by the Cross flanked
by two young Choristers, led the Choir on its way round
the Church. The Boys and Girls of the Cubs and Guides
followed the Scouts and Association Standards behind them
in front of the Clergy.
It was truly a very inspiring and happy picture, the
Young and the Old all joined in one cause in honour of
" St. George The Hymn ended as the Procession resumed
its form positions, in front of the Altar. A short pause,
then the first notes of the National Anthem sounded, and
as the singing grew in volume the Regimental Standards
were slowly lowered in salute to Her Majesty, I thought
that it was sung with real meaning, when the last notes
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faded away the Standards were swiftly brought up to the
" Carry" position.
The Vicar pronounced the Blessing, to what 1 thought
a very joyful congregation, after all surely it was an
occasion for rejoicing.
After the Clergy and Choir had retired, the Cubs,
Guides and Scouts led the way back to the back of the
Church followed by the Regimentals.
So ended a most memorable tribute, in which we of
the Royal West Kent Regiment Association were most
happy to take part
Mr. Leslie Satchell carried the Catford Standard, the
Chairman Mr. R. A. Fielder, Hon. Secretary, Mr. Len
Clarke, members of the Committee and many others also
were present.
Mr. Billl Toomer, M.M., carried the llth (Lewisham)
Standard, several of his old comrades were present and
no doubt greatly appreciated Mr. Metcalfe's remarks of
Mr. Bainton. We feel very grateful to him for being
invited to this lovely ceremony.
Sergeant W. Scrivens carried the Standard of the
Maidstone Branch. He was accompanied by Mr. Alf
Waterman, Mr. Maxlow (Chairman) and Messrs. Farring
ton. Senior and Junior.
Mr. Woolnough carried Bromley Branch Standard.
Messrs. R. Wilks (Chairman), G. H. Cockell (Secretary)
and several others from the Branch being present.
The R.A.F. Association, Brockley Branch, was repre
sented by Mr. H. Hudson, who carried the Standard, and
by Mr. and Mrs. Ross, Messrs. Bennett and Davidson, we
feel most grateful for their support. Thank you Brockley
Branch.
After the Service we adjourned to the Catford Branch
H.Q., the " Railway Signal " Forest Hill, where sandwiches
and refreshments were enjoved with our guests until it was
time to go home.
It had been a wonderful evening, and I wish to thank
all those who gave us their support, especially those from
Maidstone. On behalf of Catford, Thank You.
We are now looking forward to our Annual General
Meeting which will be held at our Headquarters on Friday
the 1st of May, 1959, at 8 p.m. Any one who is interested
will be made very welcome. Not only a past or present
member of the Regiment, but of the " Buffs", so come
along bring your wives, relatives or friends with you.
Don't forget that a coach has been ordered for the
Annual Regimental Reunion at Maidstone on Sunday, 26th
July, 1959.
T have to close these notes on a sad note, although
Catford has made no mention on the passing of our dear
old friend " Gunboat " Smith in these pages, it did not
happen without tribute from the Branch. May I now on
behalf of Catford express our deepest sympathy and
sorrow to the Widow, Relatives, and Bromley Branch.
" RAVENSBOURNE".
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EDNESDAY, the 27th April. A week late this month
but that did not mean a poor attendance. On the
contrary—we had a full house.
Maidstone members and their friends turned up in
full strength and seemed to be full of beans when they
ai rived.

Owing to our Chairman being called away to the
telephone, Mr. T. LatterStaplcv welcomed this friendiy
draft and said he hoped they would all enjoy themselves
on this, what we hoped, would be the first of many
gatherings.
If there was anybody who got a special warm up in
this welcome it was Tim Hayley. It was grand to have
him with us for the evening. Like his forbears always the
same. The Hayleys, with their various ranks and decora
tions will always be remembered in the Queen's Own.
What a record this family have and is still being continued.
During the evening we had a pleasant surprise by a
visit of Lt. R. E. Lee of The Buffs, Royal East Kent
Regiment, lt was just the right atmosphere in which to
meet any member of this famous regiment which is soon
to be merged with that of our own.. We shall hope that
Mr. Lee will come along again, many times, and join us on
our social evenings.
We missed, very much, Mr. Guest, another member
of the Bulls, who for some reason was absent on this
occasion. We hope he is still in good health and look
forward to seeing him soon.
Apart from the usual forms of entertainment in which
we indulged during the evening our old friend Swiney
Wraight, entered the field of amusement, AND HE WAS
WEARING HIS BADGE. Always good at his tricky
business of making things appear, or disappear, as he may
wish, his sleightofhand was on this occasion in tip top
form. Maidstone friends thought him great fun.
We wish all our members, and their ladies a pleasant
trip to the Tulip Fields and look forward to a full report
of same at our next meeting, this time the third Wednesday
in Ma v.
T.L.S.

1
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CHATHAM

BRANCH

HE meeting on April 6th, 1959, opened at 7.55 p.m. on
a sad note, the Chairman reporting the loss, on March
9th, of Ernie Empett, an enthusiastic member of the Branch
whose health had prevented his attendance in recent
months. The sympathy of the members was expressed for
his family in their sad loss.
Silent tribute was paid on the passing of E. E. Empett
and Lt.Col. J. C. Parker.
Minutes of 2nd March and the Treasurer's Report were
read and approved.
An invitation from the MayorElect of Chatham to
Parade on 24th May was accepted.
The Secretary reported on the Regimental Committee
Meeting of ! 1th April. The Branch Committee Meeting on
April 6th discussed the possibility of an outing for this
year and suggested Sheerness, on similar lines to the pre
vious outing in the absence of an alternate suggestion from
the members.
It was also decided to hold the Draw for Mr.
Pilkington's gift at this meeting.
The President said he had written to Mrs. Empett. He
thanked the Branch Chairman for representing the Branch
at the funeral.
The Gift Draw was won by H. Wilkins, Branch
Treasurer.
The meeting closed at 8.45 p.m.
G. H. ANCHORS,
Branch Correspondent,
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Mr. R. F. Wilks .... Mr. G. H. Cockell.
Last Saturday each month. 8 p.m.. United
3 Priestfleld Road. Forest Hill. S.E.23.
Service Club, Bromley.

1
Mr. S. L. Thompson Major H. M. Smith, M.B.E.,
First Monday each month. 7.30 p.m., at "The
"Jutogh," 16 Beaconsfield Road, Chatham.
Hare and Hounds," 340 High Street.
Rochester. (Phone Chatham 43878). t
Mr. R. A. Fielder . . .Mr. LenClarke
The second Friday in every month at "The
38. Queenswood Road. Forest Hill,
Railway Sigtnal," Devonshire Rd., Forest
S.E.23.
Hill. S.E. 23.
Mr. Haddon
Mr. W. T. Nichols,
Every six weeks at Terminus Hotel, Stuart
Rd., Gravesend. Next meeting 2nd June.
g The Bungaiows cross Lane West.
Gravesend. Kent.
Mr T.Ballard
Mr. T. Briddock.
Last Friday each month, at "The Cran
74 Cherry Tree, Walk. West Wickham.
bourn," 1 Upper St. Martin's Lane.
Kent.
Leicester Square, W.C. 2.
Mr H. W. Maxlow
.. Mr. A. Waterman.
Third Friday each month, at 7.45 p.m., Ser

Little Holmestead. Forge Lane.
gcants' Mess, Depot, R.W.K., Maidstone.
Leeds. Nr. Maidstone. Kent.
Maj. A. H. Coombes, Mr. J. Palmer,
Last Thursday each month, at 8 p.m.. Drill
c/oT.A. Centre, Argyle Road. Sevenoaks.
Hall. Argyle Road. Sevenoaks.
TD
Lt.Col. I. R. Lovell .. Mr. E.W.N. Elvv,
" FleursdeLys," Sandgate. Quarterly, first
Friday. January, April. July, October.
235 Cheriton High street, Folkestone.
Maj. N . S. C. Elmlie Mr. F . Jezard
Third Wednesday of each month, T.A.
2 Milton Gardens. Tonbridge.
Centre. Avebury Avenue. Tonbridge.
Lt Col. G. K. Defrates Mr. C. Sayers.
Reunions twice yearly at White Hart Hotel.
D S O M .c.
59 Grasmere Gardens, Orpington.
Bromley.
Major E. Goodman .. Mr. T. Shepherd.
Reunions annually in March or April as
notified in Press and "Q.O.G."
4fl2 Dcwnham way. Bromley. Kent.

.. . 
Mr. A. E. Buddell.
Q B L

M C

Mr J Mingay

Mr. Stanford.
Annual Dinner, as notified in "Q.O.G."
10 Bramble Close. Maidstone.
Mr. L. W. Dawson.
Annual Dinner, as notified in "Q.O.G."
19 Chestnut Drive. Heme Bay. Kent.
Mr. F. Sales.
Meeting first
Tuesday each month. Hoiiy
Kidbrooke Grove. Blackheath. S.E. 3.
Hedge House. B'.ackheath.

Membership is open to all who are serving or who have served in The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.

Subscriptions are t

Life Membership : Officers £ 2 / 1 0 / 0 ; Other Ranks, 10/; or an Annual Subscription of : Officers, 5/, other Ranks, 1 /  .
The object of this Association is to foster esprit de corps, to help members keep in touch with one another, and to assist those in
distress.

The Association is affiliated to the British Legion.

Past and Present Association

Badges are available a t a cost of 2 /  to Life Members.

All communications should be addressed to the Hon. Secretary, Past a n d Present Association, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone, Kent.
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Y o u m a y t h i n k it is u n b e l i e v a b l e that
t h e r e a r e still m a n y cases of great h a r d s h i p
a m o n g e x  s o l d i e r s a n d t h e i r d e p e n d a n t s that
c a n n o t b e h e l p e d by official s c h e m e s of
relief, but it is a t r u e fact.
T h e A r m y Benevolent F u n d is t h e
parent b o d y of all regimental charities a n d
p r o v i d e s financial aid to t h o s e charities
w h i c h give personal attention to i n d i v i d u a l
cases i n n e e d a n d cases of real h a r d s h i p
w h e r e it is impossible to raise life a b o v e a
bare restricted existence.
Y o u r h e l p is badly n e e d e d because
t h e calls o n this F u n d a r e i n c r e a s i n g
considerably.
Please g i v e all y o u c a n afford a s a t o k e n
of g r a t i t u d e to t h e m e n w h o g a v e s o m u c h
for y o u .

SUPPORT THE

ARMY BENEVOLENT
FU
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the

approved

pattern

Shirts,

Regimental and Golf Ties, Blazer Badges, etc.
Civil and Military Requirements
forwarded upon requost

12, M I D D L E R O W , M A I D S T O N E
Phone 3575

Always choose the best-

FREMUNS
'ELEPHANT'

Patron: HIS LATE MAJESTY THE KINO
3 Donations may be sent to The President, The Army
Benevolent Fund, 20 Grosvenor Place. London. S.W.I
or paid Into any Bank In Great Britain or N. Ireland.
Registered

Under The War Charities Act, 1940.
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THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT (50th and 97th)
" Quo Fas et Gloria ducunt." The Sphinx superscribed " Egypt."
The White Horse of Kent with motto "lnvicta."
"Vimiora," "Corunna," "Almarez," "Vittoria," "Pyrenees," "Nive,"
"Orthes,"
"Peninsula,"
"Punniar,"
"Moodkee,"
"Forozeshah,"
"Aliwal,"
"Sobraon,"
"Alma,"
"Inkerman," Sevastopol," "Lucknow," "New Zealand," "Egypt, 1882,"
"Nile, 188485," "South Africa, 190002" "Afghanistan, 1919."
The Great War—18 Battalions.—" M o n s , " "Le Cateau." "Retreat from Mons," "Marne, 1914," "Aisne, 1914," "La Bassee, 1914,"
"Messines, 1914, T7" "Ypres, 1914, '15, '17, *18," "Hill 60," "Gravenstafel," "St. Julien," "Frezenberg," "Loos,"
"Somme, 1916 '18," "Albert, 1916, '18." "Bazentin," "Delville
Wood." "Poziers," "Guillemont," "FlersCourcelette,"
"Morval," "Thiepval," "Le Transloy," "Ancre Heights," "Ancre, 1916, '18," "Arras, 1917, '18," "Vimy, 1917," "Scarpe, 1917,"
"Oppy," "Pilcken," "Langemarck, 1917," Menin Road," "Polygon Wood," "Broodseinde," "Passchendaele," "Cambral,

' S h a r q a t , " "Mesopotamia, 1^1518.'
Second World War—"Defence of The Escaut," "Foret de Nieppe," " N o r t h  W e s t E u r o p e , 1 ? 4 0 , ' ^ "Alam^el Haifa/
"Djebel Abiod," "Djebel
Africa, 194243," "Centuripe,
sible Bridge," "Villa Grande,
to Florence," "Monte Scalari,
"The Senio," " A r g e n t a G a p , " "Italy, 194345," "Greece. 194445," "Leros," " M a l t a , 1 9 4 0  4 2 , " "JNortn Araitan,
Tunnels," "Defence of Kohima," "Taungtha," "Sittang, 1945,
Burma, 194345.

'El Alamein,"

ColonelinChief : H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Colonel of the Regiment : LieutenantGeneral Sir William Oliver, K.C.B., O.B.E., D.L.
Deputy Colonel of the Regiment : MajorGeneral D. E. B. Talbot, C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C.
O.C., Regimental Depot, Major G. U. Weymouth, M.B.E.
Allied Regiments of the Canadian Army :
1st Bn., Royal New Brunswick Regiment—ColonelinChief : H.M. The Queen.
The Essex and Kent Scottish Regiment
Allied Regiment of the New Zealand Forces :
The Canterbury Regiment.
Regular and Territorial
1st Bn. (50th and 97th Foot)

Battalions :

British Forces Post Office 53,

4th/5th Bn. (T.A.)—Tonbridge.
Units of the Army Cadet Force affiliated :
1st A.C.F. Bn., Maidstone.

2nd. A.C.F. Bn., Tunbridge Wells.

"The Queen's Own Gazette," is published monthly.
Subscription : The rates, payable in advance to the Editor, are as follows : Officers, 9/ per annum, post free; Other
Ranks, 5/ per annum, post free.
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21st ANNUAL REUNION
MEMORIAL SERVICE PARADE, 26th JULY, 1959
10.45 a.m.—Standard Bearers' Competition

T

HE Standard Bearers' Competition will take place at
10.45 on the Square. Points will be allotted for the
cleanliness of equipment and Standard Bearer Drill.
The conditions for the Competition are being prepared
by R.S.M., The Depot, and they will be notified to all
Branches in due course.
Last year's winner was the Tonbridge and Tunbridge
Wells Branch.
11.07 a.m.—Parade
All ranks will form up in close column of Bns., in
facing South.
Officers will parade with their respective Units.
Senior Officer will take command.
Members who have served in more than one
decide with which Unit they will parade.
The Officer Commanding the Regimental Depot
Command the parade.

line

The Worshipful The Mayor of Maidstone
members of the Corporation will be in attendance.

and

The Officer Commanding Regimental Depot will call
the Parade to "Attention," the Regimental Padre will give
the Exhortation, the "Last Post" will be sounded and a two
minute silence observed, followed by "Reveille." Wreaths
will then be laid on the Cenotaph.

The

At the conclusion of the Service, Units will march off
led by a guide, to Station Road, where the Band will be
formed up ready to return to Barracks via Sandling Road.

will

March Past

will

On arrival in Barracks, the Colonel of the Regiment
will take the Salute on the Barracks' Square at the near
corner of the Officers' Mess.

11.25 a.m—March Off
The Parade, headed by the band, will move in
column of route, via Sandling Road, Week Street, High
Street, Mill Street to All Saints' Church.
11.40 a.m.—Arrival at Church

Standard Bearers, less their escort will form up on
either side of the Saluting Base.
The Officer Commanding each Bn. will give the com
mand, "Eyes Right," and he alone will salute or remove
his headdress.
Meals

On arrival at Church, Standard Bearers, Depot 2nd
Bn., 5th Bn., 7th Bn., 11th Bn. and Home Guard will enter
the Church by the North Entrance and will be conducted to
their seats on that side of the Church. The remaining Units
will enter the Church by the South entrance and will occupy
seats on that side of the Church.
The Worshipful the Mayor of Maidstone, and members
of the Corporation, will be attending the Service.
Branch standard bearers will form up in pairs in the
North porch, leaving room for the Mayor's Procession, and
will move up to the Altar, where the Vicar will receive the
Standards and place them near the Altar.
Standards will be returned to the bearers in reverse
order on completion of the Service.
Front seats will be reserved for the Mayor of Maid
stone, members of the council, for ladies and officers in
uniform.
Ladies wishing to attend the service at All Saints'
Church should proceed independently.
Parade Outside Church in Mill Street
After the service, members are requested to leave the
Church beginning from the front pew, and return to Mill
Street by the same route as they entered.
The Band and markers will be in position in Mill
Street, and Units will form up in column of "threes" in
reverse order of march facing High Street.
March Off
Route : Mill Street, High Street, Pudding
Museum Street, and then to Brenchley Gardens.

On arrival at Brenchley Gardens, the Parade will be
led by guides to form close column, facing the Regimental
Cenotaph. Units will halt and turn inwards in "threes" and
stand at ease.

Lane,

Lunch will be provided in the New Gymnasium,
at a cost of seven shillings per head. A bullet lunch
will be available in the N.A.A.F.l. for those not
requiring a set lunch. Members are requested to notify
their requirements to their local Branch Representatives, or
tickets may also be obtained on application to: The Hon.
Secretary, Regimental Headquarters, The Queen's Own
Royal West Kent Regiment, the Barracks, Maidstone. Cash
must accompany the order.
The Committee of the Past and Present Association
decided at their Annual General Meeting to limit the
number of lunch tickets this year to 150.
No lunch tickets will be available for sale after
Saturday, 11th July.
TEA—A buffet tea will be available from 3.30 p.m.
This will be served in tents on the Back Field.
Amusements
Shooting—The InterBranch Small Bore Rifle Com
petition on the 25 yards open range (in rear of the miniature
range) will begin at 3 p.m.
Branch teams to consist of four men. Ten rounds
each will be fired on the "Roberts" target, two sighters will
be allowed. Entrance fee: one shilling per team.
The Challenge Cup, presented by the Depot, will be
awarded to the winning team. The present holders are the
Catford and District Branch.
A P.T. Display will be given during the afternoon by
the Recruits of the Depot.
Children's Races—These will be organised during the
course of the afternoon.
Sideshows—are being run by Branches.
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^Editorial

July
July
July
Sep.

PRINTERS' DISPUTE
We regret that this month we have been forced to omit
a considerable amount of correspondence in order to get
the Queen's Own Gazette printed.

I

T is with pleasure tinged with sadness that we heard of
the Colonel of the Regiment, LieutenantGeneral Sir
William Oliver, K.C.B., O.B.E., D.L.. new appointment as
High Commissioner to the United Kingdom in Australia.
He is due to leave in October this year.

We wish him every success in his new appointment.
He will be sadly missed by the Regiment for whom he has
done so much.

;J:
A telegram of greeting was sent lo the Canterbury
Regiment, our Allied Regiment of New Zealand, to com
memorate their Centennial.
We offer our heartiest congratulations to Captains
Fletcher and Woolstencroft on being nominated to attend
the next Staff College Course.
*







Reunion
Have you ordered your lunch ticket? If not, apply
now to Regimental Headquarters, The Barracks, Maidstone.
Please send cash with order.
Price : seven shillings (7/) per ticket.
-

*

:!'-

Regimental Cricket
STOP PRESS—
Sat., June 6th v. Band of Brothers : WON.
Sum, June 7th v. West Kent C.C. : WON.
The remaining two matches this season are :—
Sat., July 4th v. Buffs, at Canterbury.
Sun., August 30th v. The Mote, at the Mote.
Both start at 11.30 hours. Why not make a note in
your diaries and come along to support us.
$
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*

Diaries, 1960
The prices of Regimental Diaries including postage
for 1960 are :—
Wallet (complete with pencil)
16s. Id.
Leather (complete with pencil)
5s. 7d.
Plexide (complete with pencil)
5s. 5d.
Refills (complete)
2s. lOd.
Regimental Car BadgCvS
A further supply of car badges has been ordered which
we hope to receive early in August. The price remains the
same at 26s. 9d., post free.

EVENTS

10th—Regimental Golf Meeting, Wrotham Heath.
22nd, 23rd, 25th, and 27th—Maidstone Cricket Week.
26th—21st Annual Reunion.
19th—Annual Social Gathering at Maidstone.

*
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
The Editor acknowledges with thanks receipt of the
following Regimental Journals and Magazines :—
The Dragon.
Globe & Laurel.
Tank.
R.A.O.C. Journal.
Royal Engineers Journal.
St. George's Gazette.

*

Social and Personal
The Colonel of the Regiments book contains the names
of only five visitors this month.
Major Bertie Pond who is working with the Kent
County Council was the first to sign. He was followed by
Captain Derek Woolstencroft who had just returned from
Ghana where he was serving with the 2nd Battalion,
Ghana Regiment. Then Captain John Lygo who has been
in Malaya serving with the 4th Malaya Regiment, and
finally Lt.Cols. John Manners and Arthur Howe, the for
mer was playing cricket for the Regiment, I suspect. The
latter was purely a social call.
:i:

The book in the Sergeants' Mess was signed by ex
R.Q.M.S. Dunkley, who is now employed as Civilian
Caterer in the Officers' Mess at the Staff College, Cam
berley. We then have two members of the 1st Battalion,
C.S.M. King and Sgt. Wiiliams, who have come home as
special recruiters for the Regiment, and will operate from
Blackheath and Maidstone respectively. And finally, Mr.
J. H. Jones and exSgt. M. E. M. Orsler.
We were very pleased to see Sgt. Tom Vidler, one of
our Chelsea Pensioners during the month.

'I*

^

^

The Guard Room Book was signed by Timber Mar
chant, the Welfare caller from the London Branch. J. E.
Miles,who served at the Depot and D. Haynes, who served
at the Depot and in Malaya with the 1st Battalion.
¥
¥
*
¥
We have heard from Mr. Mark Braham from Australia
who writes :—
" It is ten years since I came to Australia, and my
contact with the Regiment has suffered accordingly. How
ever, there are a few names which come to mind who may
be serving at the Depot, and to whom I would be most
kindly remembered.
Bert Blake (Q.M.. 5th Battalion in Italy), John
Wilson (whose platoon I took over, under the late Lt.Col.
John Whitty); anyone who served with me in the 5th
Battalion, particularly those who were in companies
commanded by Kit Harper or Andrew Boyd."
-

=!:

:|:

We are sorry to hear that Mr. G. Anchors, the Chat
ham Branch correspondent is on the sick list and wish him
a speedy recovery.
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PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS
Extracts from London Gazette
Army Emergency Reserve of Officers
National Service List
2/Lt. D. B. Evers (455821) from Reg. Army Nat. Serv. List,
to be 2/Lt., 27th April, 1959, with seniority 22nd
March, 1958.
Territorial Army Reserve of Officers
Capt. B. J. Newman 1 (418468) from Active List, to be Capt.,
4th April, 1959, retaining his present seniority.
Lt. R. J. Horton (429961) from Active List, to be Lt., 31st
March, 1959, retaining his present seniority.

+

Your Regimental Radge..
GARRARD & CO. LTD.

BIRTHS
TARVER.—On May 16th, at the B.M.H., Nicosia, to Jane
(nee Sivers) and Capt. Charles Leigh Tarver, R.W.K.,
a son (Charles Edward).
WH1TLOCK.—On Monday, May llth, at 62, Linden Road,
Gillingham, to Inga and Len, a son (Jan Kenneth), a
brother for Christine.

FORTHCOMING

BY APPOINTMENT TO HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN
GOLDSMITHS Sc CROWN JEWELLERS

(formerly The Goldsmiths &_
Silversmiths Company Ltd.} have

for many years specialised
in the production of
badge jewellery.

MARRIAGE

OWR1D—LEIGH.—The engagement is announced between.
Roy, youngest son of Mr. A. Owrid and the late Mrs.
Owrid, of New Holme, Bishopton, Renfrewshire, and
Mary, eldest daughter of Major and Mrs. J. T. Leigh,
of Knowle House, Maidstone.
W h i t . and Yellow Gold and Enamel

MARRIAGE

White and Yellow Gold and iname

Horn. £9.2.6
Export £6.17.6

Home £17.17,6
Expert £13.2.6

Here is illustrated the badge
of your Regiment,
fashioned into a brooch, and
produced in gold and enamel.
If desired, these very attractive
brooches can be set with
diamonds or other precious stones
for which designs and estimates
are submitted without charge.
Great care is taken to ensure
correctness of detail, and expert
workmanship is assured.

GARRARD & CO. LTD.
Crown Jewellers
formerly THE GOLDSMITHS &
SILVERSMITHS COMPANY LTD.
LEIGH—RAVEN.—On June 6th, at St. Nicholas' Church,
Sevenoaks, John Marshall, younger son of Major an.d
Mrs. Leigh, Knole House, Maidstone, to Ophelia Kate,
daughter of the late Mr. C. H. Raven and of Mrs.
Raven, Thrift Wood, Sevenoaks.

112 REGENT STREET  LONDON  W.i
TELEPHONE: REGENT 3021
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The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, 18811914
By LieutenantColonel H. D. Chaplin.

A

FTER many delays, the publication of " The Queen's
Own Royal West Kent Regiment, 18811914 " can be
expected within a few weeks. The book was written at the
request of the Regimental History Committee to fill a gap
which till now has existed in the published story of the
Regiment. Volumes
previously
written
are:—"The
History of The 50th or The Queen's Own Regiment,
17561881. "The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regi
ment, 19141919. "The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment, 19201950. One volume has not yet been
written—the history of The 97th or Earl of Ulster's Regi
ment. That unit was raised in 1824 and became the 2nd
Battalion The Queen's Own in 1881.
"The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment,
18811914" will take you back to the days when County
Regiments were first given definite recruiting areas and fixed
depots. Before then they had been only nominally attached
to counties or portions of counties, and had obtained their
recruits from many parts of the British Isles; their depot
companies had roamed from town to town in Great
Britain and Ireland.
The opening chapters of the book tell how The 50th
Foot, The 97th Foot, the West Kent Light Infantry Militia
and three corps of Kent Volunteers were united to form
The Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). Later
chapters describe how the Regiment developed, was
modernised and was made ready for battle in the First
World War.
During those 33 years The Queen's Own fought in three
wars and took part in two military expeditions; a number
of individuals fought in East and West Africa. Judging by
modern standards the casualty list was not a long one, The
Roll of Honour contains 219 names. Of these men. 22
were killed in action or died of wounds; the deaths of 12
were caused by accident; the remainder succumbed to
diseases such as enteric fever, typhoid fever or dysentery.
Not one of them was forgotten by his comrades. The name
of every member of the Regiment who lost his life on active
service was inscribed on a memorial or plaque in All
Saints' Church.
The first war in which The Queen's Own (Royal West
Kent Regiment) fought was in Egypt in 1882. Led by
Colonel Arabi, the Egyptians had rebelled against their
Turkish rulers and were threatening to blow up the Suez
Canal. The British Government sent an Army Corps to
restore the situation. Command was given to General Sir
Garnet Wolsely, who tricked Arabi by a feint attack at
Aboukir, landed at Ismailia and beat the Egyptians at the
famous Battle of TelelKebir. In all this the 1st Battalion
took an able part.
The next war in which the Regiment fought was on
the NorthWest Frontier of India in 189798. Stirred by
the preaching of the Mad Mullah, the hill tribes rose and
attacked the British forts near the Malakand Pass. The
1st Battalion, then at Peshawar, joined the Malakand Field
Force, which defeated the tribesmen at Landakai and
marched into the valley of the River Swat to pacify the

inhabitants. Later, during a punitive incursion to destroy
two villages, the 1st Battalion had a brisk skirmish at Agrah.
The campaign ended with the capture of the Tanga Pass
and the pacification of the Buner tribe. In the book is a
picture of the storming of the Tanga Pass given to me by
the late BrigadierGeneral R. C. Style, who led the final
charge. There is also a sketch of the skirmish at Agrah
drawn by LieutenantGeneral Sir James O'Dowda, who was
there as a subaltern.
In the Boer War (18991902) the Regiment was repre
sented by the 2nd Battalion and three Active Service
Contingents from the Volunteer battalions. Much of their
time was spent in chasing Boer commandos and in manning
blockhouses. They did have spme engagements with the
Boers however, and made numerous raids on their lagers
and farms. To sort out this somewhat complicated story,
I had the help of several survivors—particularly the late
General Sir Charles BonhamCarter, who allowed me to
read his letters home and gave me some of his maps; and
LieutenantColonel J. T. TwisletonWykehamFiennes. who
read over and criticised the last draft of the chapter.
The two expeditions in which The Queen's Own took
part were the Nile Expedition of 188485 and the Aden
Expedition of 1901. The former is often called the Gordon
Relief Expedition because its object was to rescue Major
Gentral C. G. Gordon from Khartoum It was surely one of
the most amazing of the many remarkable operations car
ried out by the British Army. While the mounted troops
rode their camels along the banks of the Nile, eight batta
lions of infantry rode up the river in whalers, much to the
detriment of the seats of their trousers. The expedition
was too late to save Gordon, but there was revenge a year
later when the Dervishes were routed at the Battle of
Ginnis, south of Wadi Haifa.
After the Boer War there were great changes in the
Regular Army. Tactical formations became more open,
volley firing was abolished, a shorter rifle was introduced
and khaki Service Dress was generally adopted. There
were also changes in the Auxiliary Forces. For the Militia
was replaced by a Special Reserve, and the Volunteers were
reformed in the Territorial Force. This modernisation is
fully dealt with jn the book.
Regimentally, perhaps the most important pages are
those which contain the story of the Regimental organisa
tions, such as the Past and Present Association, the
Compassionate Fund, the Cricket Week, the Officers
Dinner and " The Queen's Own Gazette." Worthy of
special notice is the commendable way in which The 50th
and The 97th accepted amalgamation. Now that we are
faced with a similar situation, we could not do better than
follow the example of our forebears.
In conclusion I would urge those who read this book to
make full use of the Index of Persons and the Appendices
The index has been compiled so that the career of an
individual can be readily traced. The appendices include
lists of Colonels, Honorary Colonels and Commanding
Officers; rolls of officers in campaigns; and a list of Honours
and Awards.
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News

from

rst B A T T A L I O N

T

M iJiH 'W

HE weather is at last
warming up quite
considerably and temper
atures are now around
the 90 level. There still
has been practically no
rain and water supplies
in Nicosia are very iow
and there are daily cuts
for 68 hours and the
summer promises to be
very difficult.
Nevertheless,
the
tempo of training and
social activities has con
tinued vigorously and
we

seem

lo

be rather

busier now than we were
J*)
during most of the opera
lional
period.
Most
companies have been out
in training camps in the
hills of the Makberas area, and it is usual in and around the
camp to see Physical Efficiency tests going on in prepara
tion for the reintroduction of normal qualification for star
classification, now that the operational waiver is being
rescinded on 30 June.
Provocative incidents by exEOKA youths in the Town
have lessened, although this is largely due to extensive foot
and mobile patrols in the evenings. These patrols are
designed to prevent incidents and to a large extent they
have been very successful.
Planning for the move of the Battalion to the U.K.
is now under way and there has been a constant stream of
officers and other ranks into the Orderly Room to fill in
Points Assessment form and applications for Married
quarters. The Advance Party of approximately 3 Officers
and 60 other ranks leaves in the Dilwara on 30th Juiy
while the Main Body leaves in the Devonshire on 29th
September. Needless to say there is much jockeying and
lobbying for position particularly among those who want
to drive their cars home. Unfortunately many are finding
that it is an expensive business and various rumours, that
cars would be shipped home free, have not materilised and
not likely to.
There has been considerable sporting activity during
the month in Athletics and Pentathlon. The most hearten
ing event, however, is that the Battalion have just won the
Palestine Commemoration Cup which is awarded annually
to the Major Unit with the best all round sporting record

Battalions :

::::::
::n:;

in Cyprus. It is awarded on a points basis for all the
major sporting activities during the year.
The best achievements were: —
Rugby
Island Winners
Sevenaside Rugby
Island Finalists
Athletics
Island Finalists (4th in final placing)
Cricket
Island SemiFinalists
Boxing
Island SemiFinalists
Pentathlon
5th
Basketball
Group SemiFinalists
Adding to these, the fact that we were Runners up in
the Rugby and Athletics in the previous year, all those who
have participated in the many sporting activities are to be
congratulated on a fine achievement contributing in no
small measure to the overall success in winning the
Palestive Trophy. While it is difficult to single out any one
performer in such a wide field of activities, special praise
must go to Lt. Colgate who represented the Bn. in Athletics,
Rugby, Boxing and Basketball. With the recent arrival
of some keen cricketers we are hoping for great things w'nen
the season really starts.
During the month we won the 50 Bde. Athletics were
fifth in the Pentathlon in which excellent performances
were put up by Cpls. Leaver, Fuller Meadows and Pte.
Nesbit. In the finals of the Athletics we were fourth,
being beaten, by the 1st Bn. The Devon & Dorsets (runners
up in the 1958 Army Championships) 1st Bn. The Black
Watch (Winners of the 1958 Army Championships) and
1st Bn. The Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders who were
too good for us in the Field Events. L/Cpl. Blunt easily
won the 1 mile and 3 mile events. A full report appears
elsewhere.
Finally during the month we were visited by the
Brigade Colonel. Col. H. R. Grace, O.B.E. (late Buffs)
who could only spend two days with us, and consequently
had a fairly full programme. He met large numbers of
officers and their families and nearly all members of the
Sergeant's Mess. He spoke to all Officers and Sergeants
about various amalgamation matters and after he left we
all felt that we had a most able and friendly, ally in
Canterbury. We hope that we will see much more of him
in, the future.

"A" COMPANY
Company H.Q.
This month brought the departure for England and
demob of our old friends, L/Cpl. Gibson and Pte. Foulger,
the two longest serving National Servicemen in our select
little band. Immediately they left, the office was taken
over by Ptes. Croxford and Hammond, ably assisted by
Pte. Watson. In wishing L/Cpl. Gibson and Pte. Foulger
all the best in " civvy street", we also wish the new clerks
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every success in keeping up the high standard of work
v/hich has been done by the late clerks.

left he seemed very pleased so we should be well looked
after in Blighty.

Also this month " A" Company departed for the
Makhaeras Forest area for a week's training. During
their absence, the remainder of " A " Company H.Q., with
some help, carried out an offensive against " Mother
Nature
in weeding the company lines. This, incidentally,
is one of the three hundred jobs you can do in the Army.
One must admit though the lines look smart again.

Then at last came the now infamous
mile march.
This completely finished 1 Platoon for good, feet were
ruined for life and pounds of fat were lost by everyone.
The army was cursed from Mathaeras to Kambia, but
everyone did it, nearly all of us crawled over the finishing
line with minutes to spare and collapsed on to a three
tonner, still feverishly mumbling " Death before Dis
honour ". 1 really must add that nearly all the Platoon
came in BEFORE Mr. Scouller 2 PI. Com., who only the
night before had threatened to march everyone into the
ground. Still maybe the odds weren't good enough!
There was a happy ending to the story when the Platoon
was told that the 12 mile march, which was to have taken
place the next day had been cancelled.

" A " Company H.Q., I feel sure, wish to join with the
rest of the Battalion in congratulating all members of our
victorious athletics team on their recent success in the
Brigade Athletics Meeting (this victory makes it two in
consecutive years) and also to wish them the best of luck
in their forthcoming "All Island Athletics Meeting" Well
done! and good luck.
Demob Happy.
1 Platoon
This month has seen the Platoon in almost continuous
training. At the beginning of the month we were down on
the range at Dhekelia where the Platoon managed to get
the best average score on the annual classification course.
Later on we went to Kythrea on a digging exercise. Luck
was with us when the Brigadier came to have a look as
we had just started and the trenches looked pretty good.
If only he could have seen them later! Of course it had
to rain while we were there and several members of the
Platoon were seen crouching in the bottom of their water
logged trenches, while just a few AYIOS NICHOLIAS and
LAPITHOS VETERANS (who had forgotten their
ponchos like Robinson and Abbo walked about half naked
mumbling " Mr. Holman can't take it".
While it was still dry and sunny Cpl. Jackson got some
photographs of our relations—they also had the hump!
Capt. Craven gave us a very good display of diving, when
he demonstrated his latest back flip! There were rumours
that the Company Commander had told him that there was
a can of beer on the river bottom.
For the last couple of weeks the Company Commander
has been disproving the theory that today's Army is more
mobile than ever by marching the Company everywhere
they go. There were many complaints and suggestions for
the use of transport, but to no avail. Dixie Dean and Ken
Sims complained more bitterly, Dixie saying that his feet,
on which .he used to fly around many a dance floor, were
ruined and Ken Simms saying that he wouldn't be able to
stand in the dole queue for five minutes on his dogs. Pte.
Quinnell isn't fond of walking either, and every time he
was seen, he was astride some poor villager's donkey.
The biggest event of the month came when the whole
Company moved up to the Makhaeras Forest, we spent
most of the mornings and nights tramping up and down the
mountains, but every afternoon we cooled off swimming in
a nearby reservoir, which was enjoyed by everybody.
On the third day up there, the Colonel of the Home
Counties Brigade came up to see us, and of course there
v/as the usual flap and paper, tins and even dirty rocks had
to be hidden from view. He seemed very pleased with the
Platoon's patrolling exercises, and luckily everyone he
spoke to said the right thing, except one member of the
Platoon, who when asked how long he had to do said
something like " Two months, three days, seven hours,
three minutes and thirtyfive seconds, Sir"! When he

At last we came back to C.B.S. Camp to the " delights "
of being Duty Company but with our three day Whitsun
Holiday in view.
Finally, we must say goodbye to Vic Oliver and Chris
Strachan, who left us for Blighty and demob. Good luck
in civvy street boys! see you there soon.
We must close with a note of praise for George Gissing
and Dave Jarman, who did so well in the Brigade Sports,
and so until the next time.
" The Elite "
2 Platoon
Once again we go to press with more news from the
" Happy Pandas ".
The last month has been spent by the Company on
Field Training and if the truth is known it was thoroughly
enjoyed by all.
The Company carried out such things as Field Firing,
Advance to Contact, Platoon and Company Attacks and
Defensive Positions.
We have since said goodbye to Ptes. Lines and Baker
106 of the Platoon, who have left us for civvy street. We
wish them everything we wish ourselves.
Again L/Cpl. Blunt has done the hat trick. Not only
was he content in getting First place in the 1 Mile and 3
Mile Events of the Brigade Sports, he did the same again
in the All Island Sports. Well done, L/Cpl. Blunt, the
Platoon is proud of you.
The Company has recently spent five delightful days
at our old stamping ground, i.e., Makhaeras Forest.

AT YOUR SERVICE

AT ALL TIMES

FOR

PHOTOGRAPHY

Lambert Weston 8i Son Ltd.
106, S A N D G A T E R O A D ,
FOLKESTONE
Tel. 3037
Specialists in—
PORTRAITURE  COMMERCIAL  PRESS 
MILITARY PHOTOGRAPHY
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There we had the chance of getting down to some
serious training especially doing P.E. Tests. Apart from
being weary and footsore from the 9 Mile Endurance Test,
the Company was in high spirits.
,
At the time of writing the Company are again em
ployed on various Fatigues and Guards within the camp.
Unfortunately " A " Company caught the Whitsun Leave
Period for Fatigues and Duties, but are eagerly awaiting
this coming weekend which they will have off.
Within the very near future we shall be losing Pte.
Sheppard who is leaving us for the U.K.
Ptes. Pampling and Taylor are both counting the days
now, and can be heard saying "Get some in Nig".
Pte. Chouls has managed to get himself detached from
the Platoon for a while, being Batman to the Company
Commander.
The Platoon Commander. 2/Lt. Scouller is at present
on leave in Jordan, and we trust he is enjoying himself and
making the most of it.
" The Happy Panda's "

3 Platoon
We would like to congratulate Lt. Colgate for winning
nearly all of his events in both of the sports meetings. We
would like to wish him every success in the Individuals
Sports Meeting, sometime in the near future.
We departed from C.B.S. Camp on the llth for a five
day training camp in the Makhaeras Forest Area, for this
training our platoon was split up between 1 and 2 Platoons,
as once again our numbers are very low.
We would like to welcome Cpl. Watson to the platoon,
after a month's leave in the U.K. with his wife, which we
hope he enjoyed.
Ptes. Baker and Field are now on fourteen days local
leave at Golden Sands Holiday Camp, we hope that they
enjoy it, and that more people will take the opportunity
of going to Golden Sands.
We are sorry to lose Ptes. Howard and Ruse, who
have left for the U.K. and demob, and we would like to
wish them all the best of luck in Civvy Street.
" The Church Wardens "

Company H.Q.

" C " COMPANY

After some considerable time and with humble apologies
for our prolonged absence from print Company H.Q. once
again submits its editorial for those who might often
wonder what actually does happen in the command post
of shiny " C" and which people are responsible. Our
Order of Battle is—
Capt. P. J. Goodwin
O.C.
W.O.II R. Paimer
C.S.M.
C/Sgt. R. Partridge
C.Q.M.S.
2/Lt. M. J. Clinch
No. 7 PI.
2/Lt. P. F. Valpy
No. 8 PI.
Sgt. G. Brown
No. 9 PI
2/Lt. J. R. Govan
Sgt.. P. Everett
There are numerous others who assist in keeping
works oiled and these will come to light later when
everyday happenings of Company H.Q. are exposed to
uninitiated
After many temporary changes of command

the
the
the
we

finally, in December, had Capt. P. J. Goodwin posted
to us as our permanent O.C. His wife and family joined
him in station in April. This event, strange to report,
ended all mutterings from certain old families concerning
training that it was alright for those whose families were
not out here. Belated though it is we say " Welcome to
the Company. Sir, and may your stay be a long one
In the not too dim and distant past the C.S.M. believed
he was the first and only worried fathertobe and though
reassured by the more experienced, he still remained
dubious and unconvinced until one morning when he
appeared smiling, the bearer of good news—even the best
planned military operations can go wrong—and so he
became a " daddy " to a daughter. With recruiting figures
such as they are, it must have been a sad blow to some.
Anyway the whole Company heartily congratulates him
(and of course his wife) on his attaining substantive father
rank.
L/Cpl. Gale who has been a tower of strength in the
G 1098 stores has taken leave of his colleagues in Company
H.Q. and embarked on HYT D1LWARA for England and
release. We are sorry to see him go and wish him well in
Civvy Street. Pte. Parkin from the latest draft and a
qualified storekeeper has come to the rescue and now fills
the post; he will have to work hard to keep the high
standards set by L/Cpl. Gale. It will be interesting to see
whether the " pin up " section is maintained with the same
love and care! ! During the period covered by this
epistle Pte. Broad, one of our cooks, departed on demob
and was replaced by Pte. Lower who has also departed but
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Good Housing—Good Pension
and
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not for the same reason. He has taken up residence in the
Officers Mess lines and now cooks for the officers. Pte.
Wassail is his replacement and we extend to him a warm
and friendly welcome but will reserve our judgment until
after the next training exercise. A cook's life can be quite
eventful especially with "Chalky" about.
Ptes. " Chalky " White and " Cheat 'em " Brooker are
still our clerks with Ptes. West, Mawell and Harris back
ing them up in the Arms and Accommodation stores respect
ively. Pte. Harris is contemplating hitchhiking home to
Blighty but not having had the pleasure of marching in the
company of those stalwarts with two left feet! He will
need either another haircut or some marching practice.
There should be ample opportunity for practice in the
near future.
Pte. Brooker is a man with a lot on his conscience
having mislead those in "Higher Authority" about his
capabilities when using his fingers to tap the keys. The
choice was more money or happiness and against the
present trend he chose happiness—what a sacrifice to make.
Or is it that he prefers the frying pan.
In conclusion we hope to keep up our correspondence
and regularly have our little effort inserted monthly. To
all whether serving, having served or lo serve in the future
in Charlie Coy. we wish you well from all of us here at the
HUB OF THE WHEEL.
7 Platoon
Since our last notes we have been engaged mostly on
training, but during the last couple of weeks, the Platoon
has been down at Government House on Guard Duties.
The funniest event of the month was when the Platoon put
on its K.D. for the first time this year. The C/Sgt. and the
tailor had a mammoth task on their hands sorting that
lot out.
We have only had one change in the Platoon. Sgt.
Orsler who joined us at the beginning of the month has
now gone on demob, we wish him all the best in Civvy
Street, and hope he will spare a thought now and again for
the lads in the sun. Our three L/Cpls. Dav.es, Welch and
Harding are at present sweating it out on a Battalion
N.C.O.'s Cadre and Pte. " Doughy " Baker has just returned
after successfully completing a Signal Cadre, " Well done,
Doughy". Pte. McDonald was shipped off to hospital
unexpectedly a couple of weeks ago and returned yester
day minus his appendix. Although he had a piece of his
tummy taken out he looks as fat as ever. Pte. Harry
Nixey is now fit again after having his ankle in plaster,
nobody is quite sure what he did to it, and Pie. George
C'larkhas got his knee all strapped up. There again we are
not sure whether the M.O. put it on or whether " George "
put it on himself.
On the training side we have been doing plenty of
section work, attacks and so forth, with a few route
marches thrown in for good measure. We went down to
the Field Firing Range at Goshi for a day and spent two
days on the Range at Dhekelia firing the Brcn Course.
Lucky Seven.
8 Platoon
This month has been a busy and varied one. After
the inevitable setbacks on our arrival at Goshi we did
get our first taste (in most cases) of field firing and firing
the drill Energa and also of night marching by compass
across country.
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At camp we have practiced Section Battle Drills and
night stalking while a proposed practice for P.E. tests was
severely hampered by a 15 mile route march at the begin
ing of the week. Although many pairs of feet were not
quite the same at the end of the march as at the beginning
the only casualty on route was Pte. " Dave " Jarvis.
Then off to a night on the ranges at Dhekelia. When
the time arrived for us to use the Energa drill grenade we
found that they had nearly all been broken on the hard
ground or up against the practice tank. Still not to be
outdone we managed to start a couple of fire scares with
our Para illuminating mortar bombs. Needless to say with
the live Energa grenade we scored all the hits and the
rest of the Company only managed to litter the range with
blinds. After lunch those that felt inclined went off to the
rather windy beach for a swim, while poor Williams
languished in the wonderful new B.M.H. Dhekelia after a
sudden attack of blood poisoning.
" Early to rise, etc. . . . " with a 0630 start on the
revised L.M.G. course interrupted only by a Spl. Coy fire
(again the infernal para illuminating flares) we were able
to finish and return to Nicosia for tea, and the surprise
news of a Government House Guard.
Support Coy. have made rather a thing of fires recently
and, but for the prompt action of the Guard Commander,
we might have permanently lost a lot of our " lines
As
it is we are now without our O.C.'s Tent. The same
Guard Commander, Sgt. Orsler, has just left us for England
and demob after serving the Company extremely well
throughout the worst troubles—not to mention his con
siderable prowess at rugger for the Battalion Team. With
the return from leave of the C.S.M., Sgt. Brown has taken
up his duties once more with the Platoon and everything is
once more running smoothly after a corresponding period
of near anarchy. Cpl Hayley has been most helpful back
with us since duty at the Corporals' Club. L/Cpl Stein
and Pte.Williams, who has now completely recovered, have
gone over to " B " Coy. for the Regimental Cadre:
Good
luck to them both.
Frantic "bulling" in preparation for the Government
House Guard, which we actually started on Saturday, was
then the order of the day. Now we have got into the way
of it, the Guard is fairly easy and although we shall be glad
lo return to Camp, it has made a pleasant change. We
are looking forward to the Whitsun weekend and we hear
tell of a Company Defence Exercise for the following
week.
Congratulations to Pte. Hills on his P.T. Course results
and we would also like to welcome five new faces to the
Platoon, Ptes. Keeler, Beer, 1'Anson, Plowman and Scutt.
9 Platoon
The last month has been fairly busy. Our training
progressed as far as section attacks which we carried out
on the field firing range. Soon after this we did some
battle efficiency training and we went on a route march of
14 miles. Everybody did very well and in spite of some
extremely sore feet nobody dropped behind the rest. In
fact the pace was too slow for us and we wanted to over
take the other platoons. Ptes. Hutton and Reddick carried
the Brens and nobley refused to part with them.
Two days this month were spent on the Dhekelia
Ranges. On the first day we fired the Energa grenade and
the 2 inch Mortar. The batch of grenades was a poor one
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and there were nine blinds which were subsequently deton
ated. That night we spent alfresco in a howling wind.
Early next morning the L.M.G. preparatory course was
started. The standard was poor owing to lack of practice.
Obviously we shall have to work hard if some of our star
classifications are to be improved.
On arrival back in C.B.S. Camp we met unexpected
news. First, there was no water in camp and secondly, in
three days' time we would be taking over the Government
House Guard. This left us with very little time to "bull
up " and to rehearse the ceremonial procedure. However,
we got down to it and were quite smart when we took
over from the Sappers. We left a few sick and ailing in
camp including Pte. Adams who stuck a bayonet in his
hand and Pte. Hawkins who was in hospital. Several of
us have been to Government House before and we soon
settled down. Every other day when we were off duty a
swimming party went to Kyrenia where everybody tried to
get more suntanned than the next chap. On duty, we
were not overworked and life was uneventful. Pies.
Hutton and Jarvis had an encounter with a poisonous snake
one night on the tennis courts but they emerged unscathed,
which could hardly be said of the snake.
Pte. Wilkinson has just left us for Civvy Street; L/Cpl.
Harrington is away with the Traffic Branch of the Royal
Military Police. Sgt. Everett has returned to us after an
enjoyable Assault Pioneer Course at Episkopi.
The Outlaws.

" D " COMPANY
The Company is badly smitten with the prevalent
training fever; we have a month of hectic activity to record
and, we gather, one of increasing tempo to come. Having
worked through individual and section training we are now
at the platoon training level and have been practising our
battle drills with great energy. We also had a very
successful defence exercise near Kythrea; we found to our
relief that the ground which looked like solid rock could,
in fact, be excavated quite easily and we were thus well
dug in and feeling secure behind our wire when at dusk
the C.S.M. led his gallan.t attackers towards us. We are
glad to report that this epic stand was successful; we stood
firm against all onslaughts. It was interesting to have a
detachment of the AntiTank Platoon with us for this
exercise, although their transport makes certain members
of the Company envious as we march along the roads.
We have done a lot of shooting this month and man
aged to classify most of the Company on Dhekelia ranges
during the three days which we camped there. We con
gratulate Pte. Panton on being a marksman with the rifle.
With the L.M.G. we had no less than seven marksmen—
a very creditable performance. The new courses although
more difficult are without doubt more valuable and are
generally popular. On the 22 Range the Company came
second in the intercompany competition.
D Company athletes made a notable contribution to
the Battalion's win in the Brigade Group Competition.
Lawman won the hammerthrowing event; Fowler and Veal
did even better than in the Battalion sports at putting the
weight; our runners, Cpl. Smith and L/Cpl. Nesbit, gave
excellent performances and Dawkins did particularly well
over the hurdles. Goldsmith and Downes pulled hard in
the tugofwar.

For two days it looked as if the " Operational Com
pany " would again play its traditional role as the trouble
shooter s of the battalion. Following a clash at the
Nicosia Race Course intercommunal tempers were roused
and the Company was standing by to quell expected dis
turbances. Batons and shields were reissued and wire was
loaded on vehicles so that we could fence off the " Mason
Dixon Line in the old city. Fortunately we were not
required though the thought alone had raised our spirits
and we were all eager to go.
Finally, we congratulate 10 Platoon on winning the
interplatoon drill competition.
10 Platoon
Once again the time has come for me to put pen to
paper, and relate the happenings of the past month.
First of all we would like to congratulate all members
of the Platoon who represented the Company in the inter
Company athletics meeting, in which we did very well.
Well done!
Training is well under way again and the Platoon have
been showing their field craft prowers whilst we have been
doing Platoon attacks (I can see after the Kythrea episode,
that we have one or two potential Audie Murphy's
amongst us).
Towards the end of the month the Platoon were
unfortunate enough to take part in a Nine Mile (I wonder)
route march. The march took place in a blistering heat,
led by a very energetic C.S.M. Leach, across the plains of
Nicosia. Certain members of the Platoon looked very
unfit. However, with more practice (and less beer) I'm
certain they will improve, or die in the attempt.

Diamonds

Gold

(.

)

Platinum

Silver

ciee

on

fJewelLers

to the Queen's Own Royal
West Kent Regiment for
over forty years . . .

35 Sandgate Road

Folkestone

Telephone 2654

160

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

11 Platoon
Last month training was getting into full swing, and
since then we have covered a lot of ground in more ways
than one. We have progressed from individual training
and weapon handling to platoon attacks and have recently
introduced ourselves to digging and the art of defence.
We have just returned from three enjoyable and profitable
days on Dhekelia ranges; hard work during the morning
was rewarded by refreshing swims before tea, and it came
as a welcome relief from last week's guards at Waynes
House.
For most of the month the Platoon has been without
its guardian angles. Mr. Whitty spent a fortnight with
37 Fd. Engr. Regt. at Limassol Assaulting Pioneers and
learning about demolition, mines and many other Sapper
tasks. Sgt. Healey is still at Waynes Keep testing the
Brigade drivers, and Cpl. Clark returns from Blighty this
week.
At last we have said "Cheerio Mate" to Ginger
Nicholls who for some reason best known to the R.S.M.,
managed to get through his "embarkation inspection"!
However he may be back in U.K., but he's not out of
uniform yet.
12 Platoon
We start off this month by welcoming Sgt. Tillman as
Platoon Sergeant and hope he will have a long and
successful stay with us; and while we are about it we must
at last say goodbye to Wheeler, White and Underdown who
have left for U.K. on demob. It was nice to see how
reluctant they were to depart.
At the time of writing we have just returned from three
days at Dhekelia ranges where we are happy to report that
our standard of shooting compared favourably with the
rest of the Company. It was also very welcome to have
the amenities of the garrison and swimming on our door
step.
Finally we must congratulate Lawman and Veal on
being members of the Battalion Athletics team, where they
have been distinguishing themselves.

SUPPORT COMPANY
Company H.Q.
Another month has passed by, another month towards
going home. But what a month it has been..
First of all we would like to say that our two Arms
storemen and our G 1098 storeman have recovered from
their ordeal of the fire which burnt out their combined
stores. Since then our C/Sgt. has been hard at work find
ing new equipment for his stores and making out new
records.
A sad moment for us all in Company HQ was the loss
of " Pun.chy " Burden; the lime has finally arrived when he
has to go back to civvy street. His last words were :
" Well, I had two years scive anyway." In his place we
welcome the sprog of the Company, Pte. J. Fairman. He's
so new we haven't had time to give him a nickname.
The Company had a day out a couple of weeks back.
They all enjoyed a six mile stroll ovci; the mountains trying
to find Sgt. " Mortarman " Mead, ably assisted by Punchy,
and at a point about a mile from them sat Sgt. " MG "
Hegarty assisted by " Badger " Brock. The remainder of
Company HQ with the Pay Corps attached managed to
find Sgt. Mead and Punchy, but Sgt. Hegarty and the

" Badger " sat on top of a hill for three hours, and during
the last hour they sat and watched half the Company strol
ling along at the foot of their hill. Afterwards the Com
pany had a meal on the beach arranged by the C/Sgt. and
his assistants, and then a clip in the sea before making our
way back to camp.
Our C.S.M. " Bunny" can still be heard to say " Do
you mind Sir, it took me 22 years to get that chair." But
still the officers prefer his chair to their own.
Our No. 2 Arms storeman, " Seaside" Saunders,
although he has recovered from the loss of his beloved
Arms store, has now got Tonsilitis and is spending a week
or so holiday in the B.M.H. hospital. We all wish him a
speedy recovery and a quick return, especially No. 1 Arms
storeman "Yorky" Davies, who has got to do two men's
work.
We have just started summer routine, already the Com
pany look like black men. It is easy to pick out the scivers
now as their bodies show up against the workers.
We have now got a new Company flag which has
caused a lot of arguments as to who will get up at reveille
to put it up.
We would like to say well done the ten members of
Sp. Company who helped the Battalion Athletics team to
reach the finals of the interBrigade sports.
We have yet another goodbye to say, this time to Cpl.
Ongley who has been with us in Company HQ for six weeks
as Company Orderly Sergeant.
We would like to wish both Cpl. Ongley and Pte.
Punchy Burden all the best in civvy street.
Bunny.

H.Q. COMPANY
Cuonpany H.Q.
The Little People are delighted that, with the advent
of the warmer weather, we revert once again lo working
mornings only and can therefore prolong our midday
siesta until it is time lo wend our weary way to the dining
hall once more.
The Company Commander continues to amaze us all
with the enthusiasm with which he tackles his numerous
duties, but despite ail his efforts, it is still impossible lo
drag all personnel from their nooks and crannies to parade
for this thing called " Drill ".
We regret that the C.S.M. was involved in a slight
accident which we are glad to announce caused no damage
to himself but caused slight damage to his " pride and joy "
namely, the Volkswagen.
Needless to say it was not a
fitting end to a pleasant day by the sea. We hasten to add
that the C.S.M. has not been subdued by this unfortunate
occurrence, and still gets from residence to camp swiftly
and surely.
Due to the prevalence of blue paint in the Company
Office the staff are now referred to by the rest of the
Company as "The Blue Room Boys".
Our Company Orderly Sergeant, Cpl. Roger Gould, is
now the envy of us all. with so little time left in the
Army, who wouldn't envy him? Bui his cries of " days to
do " are not exactly boosting our morale.
Now that the soccer season is well and truly over
L/Cpl. Dell Curd has once again sunk back into his stupor
and only emerges from it for an occasional game of cards
or darts. He insists that even this is a tax on his strength
in the heat of the day.
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Pte. Roger Stannard and Doug Wright still manage to
dispense with the never decreasing stacks of paper which
find their way into the Company Office each day.
The typewriter, although several parts are out of
commission, still rattles out more and more letters per day
and the files get thicker and bulkier.
The Company Commander has come to the sad con
clusion that the staff do not have " green fingers " as the
sun is gradually winning the battle of the Geraniums.
The Company Stores have seen a departure this month,
in the person of Joe De Meyer who has left them to
return home for demob. His successor is Ted Homewood
who, we understand, has been sufficiently " trained " to
step into his shoes. He found that living with "Rigor
mortis " and Dell was a strain on his sanity, so he has found
himself a tent behind the Drum Lines where he can gonk
well away from their evil influence.
It must be Utopia in the store, as when there is any
work to do they employ a fatigue party to do it for them,
and when asked for any item they resort to the well oiled
phrase " we aint got none ".
The Arms Store has not yet recovered from the de
parture of those two stalwarts " Jeem and Owly " who are
no doubt enjoying life in the U.K.
We offer our heartiest congratulations to Don on his
appointment to L/Cpl. and wish him luck as Arms
StoremaninChief.
We welcome two new members of the gang of Little
people, Pte. Alan Joiner and Pte. Colin Heathfield, let's
hope that they will enjoy their stay with us.
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On a more cheerful note we must congratulate Cpl.
Graham, L/Cpl. Wallis and Pte. Baker, who, assisted by
a few other members of the Battalion, won the Brigade
sports by a handsome margin. Well done . . . and if ever
the sets, all break down together (as well they might) we've
got three " fast running coolies with cleft sticks " to rely
on.
The Cadre have all classified, despite the efforts of
the visiting R. Signals to stop them with their questions,
and most have returned to their own Companies to spread
the word.
" Going home' and "Advance Party ' are the phrases
most heard around the lines these days and many are
the rumours about them. We don't mind people wanting
to go home really, although we can't understand it, but
what peculiar bug is it that causes a small contingent, led
by our Wireless Sergeant, Uncle Fred Gooch, to moon
around, starry eyed, and mumble about "Houses, recep
tions and future in laws "? Something to do with getting
married, we reckon. Ah well, they'll learn.
Our boss Capt. Tarver (you know, the Compleat
Angler) is also starry eyed, as he and his wife are daily
expecting their first born. We wish them luck, and look
forward to the subsequent celebration. (I'll give you
celebration," says the boss, " I'll send you all on a
Brigade exercise).
And what of the future ? What with administration,
exercises, stores checks, packing up, painting, telecomms
inspections, range work, more PE Tests . . . aaaaaaagh.
Tennarge.

" The Arms Storemen are kept very busy these days
issuing weapons for drill parades, weapon training and
pokey drill, as training in H.Q. Coy. is now in full swing.
As the empty bottles are neatly arranged on my desk I
take this as a gentle hint that it is my turn to "get the Cokes
in
Consummatum est.
Signal Platoon
Well, well, well, this has been a month and no mistake.
From all directions, and from all sorts of people (and we
don't like many, if any of them), pressure has been
brought to bear in the unfortunate Signal Platoon, and the
cry has been for " Sets, sets and yet more sets." Where in
blazes they all came from we can't imagine, but somehow
we produced them. The biggest demand was for no fewer
than seventeen sets for the first of the "Wireless Days"
when most of the offices had a set instead of a telephone.
What a caper that was! We managed of course, but
when the Adjt's set blew up twenty minutes after the net
opened, we thought we'd lost. However, a search of the
stores produced another set, lurking in a corner, shivering
with fright. Ruthlessly, we cast it into the outer bright
ness, and the net was complete. And we hear that there'll
be a " Wireless Day" every week! Horrors! !
The Colour Sergeant and his two henchmen, " Bugs "
Randtoul and "Minnie" Marsh groan, shudder and retire
to the mysterious fastness of their stores.
That won't help them much of course; they'll still get
dragged out for P.E. Tests, Drill parades and suchlike.
There was a rumour that Colours was seen wearing boots,
but there's no real evidence.
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Quartermaster's Department
About three weeks ago we had a very bad fire in
camp; Support Coy. Equipment Store and Armoury were
completely gutted. Luckily all the arms and ammunition
were saved but the equipment in the other store all had to
be written olf. The various forms and paperwork for the
fire all came though the Quartermaster's office and pro
vided quite a headache for those concerned, and for many
days afterwards the office was swamped in A F G 998s.
For .about a week after everything had been dealt with,
little voices were vaguely heard coming from the direction
of the G 1098 Store, saying something about " Was'nt it
a pity the fire was not in the Q.M. Store instead ". At the
time Sgt. Hope and Sgt. Shields were busily engaged
with their work on the Open Air Cinema which is coming
on slowly but surely. Another section of the Pioneers are
building a stage for a C.S.E. Show which is going to take
place in the near future in our camp. The Black & Decker
Sawkit which the Pioneers have been after for a long time
has finally arrived and with it a Buffiing set. It is not
really surprising I suppose to add that the cap badges
belonging to that section of the Department are now gleam
ing, having been " Bulled up " by the machine. Recently
x few Pioneers under Cpl, Scaife went down to the air
field at Nicosia to collect some packing cases for the move.
When they brought them back to camp they found that one
packing case contained parts of an aircraft!
Some of the officers have decided that they would like
to " Play soldiers" with symbols representing troops;
needless to say our Signwriter Pte. Brooke is busily making
500 for the " Games ".
There is nothing much more to add except that Sgt.
Shields will not now be going to a Rifle Company after the
move but will work jointly with Sgt. Hope in the G 1098
Store.
The Quartermongers.
M.T. Section
It is a long time since the present Scribe has performed
his duty of writing notes, magazine type. So bearing in
mind absence make the heart grow fonder, read on and
forgive grammatical, literal or any other type of error.
After a chilly and rather unpleasant winter, the warm
weather is indeed a pleasant change; at least it is for most
people. Our Three Ton section are now finding themselves
in constant demand to transport a large amount of the
Battalion to the seaside.
To do this we run special "Cheap Day Excursions"
daily, in modern luxury coaches. All bids for transport
are gratefully accepted. Moderate charges (Advert.).
Sometime during the past month we acquired ourselves
a C.S.M. No one is quite certain how or when he arrived
but early one morning, there was C.S.M. Smith! His
presence has already paid dividends and we now have the
smartest MT Section in the Army. There is a rumour
that some of the lads are clubbing together to buy our
SergeantMajor a dictionary, in the hope that he will learn
phrases other than "git yer ???? hair cut". However,
there is no joking about the C.S.M.'s job, which is to train
the drivers in regimental qualifications for higher Star
classificaton and subsequent pay rises.
On Sunday early in the merry month of May, Major
Campbell, the M.T.O., was to be seen perched high on
Olympus, quietly chanting " Down in the forest something
stirred."
The Mekon Fans.

4 th

5 th

BATTALION

C

ONGRATULATIONS to:—
The lnvicta Football Club on the
achievements during the past football
season. A full report of their activities
appears elsewhere
The Battalion MotorCycle Team, who
by a single point, won the Brigade Motor
Cycle Trials at Pippingford Park, on Sun
day, 3rd May. We have long tried to defeat the team
from 507 Coy. R.A.S.C. and at last we have done it but
only by the narrowest of margins. They are very worthy
opponents and there is little doubt that they will be after
us next time. We shall give them a run for their money.
All concerned on the very satisfactory Report on the
Annual Administrative Inspection. It reflects great credit
on every department and subunit.
Our shooting, however, still leaves much to be desired.
1959 has got to see a great improvement.
5th Bn. The Buffs on their remarkable recruiting
figures; 177 net gain in the year. (19% of the establish
ment). This is an achievement for the Battalion and it
must be a spur to us.
Lt. J. D. Sutton on his recent marriage. We wish them
every happiness and prosperity
BATTLE HONOURS
Defence of the Escaut
N.W. Europe, 1940, 1, 4 & 5 Bns.
Foret de Nieppe
N.W. Europe, 1940, 1, 4 & 5 Bns.
Casino II
Italy
1944, 1, 5 & 6 Bns.
Liri Valley
Italy
1944, 5, and 6 Bns.
Piedimonte Hill
Italy
1944, 5, and 6 Bns.
Sillang
Burma
1945, 4 Bn.
How the Mayor of Dover read an address of welcome
from the head of Dover harbour and went off in a huff
when the ship suddenly turned round and headed for
Folkestone instead. How we marched from the quay to
the train, while other units straggled.
No man could be proud that day, unless, perhaps he
had been with Colonel Chitty of the Queen's Own.
CAMP, 1959.
Annual Camp, 1959 takes place at Pendell Camp,
Merstham, from 21 June to 4 July.
The Camp is situated about 14 miles north of the A25
road between Godstone and Redhill (Grid Ref. 310526).

Read
Your County Newspaper,
Published Fridays, price 4d.

KENT
MESSENGER
The County Paper of Kent
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It is a permanent hutted Camp, formerly occupied by
H.Q. Mobile Defence Corps. All accommodation is in
solidly built wooden huts. It is set in a broad valiey
between the North Downs and the ridge on which A25
road runs, the surroundings are open farmland, alternating
with copses and woodland.
The site is reached from Maidstone, Sevenoaks and
Tonbridge by the A25 (Wrotham Heath—Redhill) or from
London by either All (LondonBrighton via Redhill) or
A23 (London—East Gr.'nstead, via Godstone).
Officers' and Sergeants' Messes
The messes are in process of reconstruction. It
appears that they will be adequate for the numbers attend
ing but lack of space for large scale formal entertainment.
There is accommodation for a small number in huts
near the Sergeants' Mess. Otherwise all Officers and most
Sergeants will be in the Barrack Blocks, of which there are
three.
These are the type known as "spiders". They each con
tain five large Barrack Rooms and a central spur with
wash basins, toilets, showers and drying room. The spider
also has some small rooms intended as N.C.O.'s bunks.
All ranks will have beds, mattresses, blankets and
sheets.
Rank and File
Will be accommodated in one of the spiders, except
that the small rooms will be required as Coy. offices and
an armoury.
The Dining Hall is excellent, roomy but not too vast.
Cooking is by a solid fuel range. There are good prepara
tion rooms and stores.
There will be a N.A.A.F.I. Canteen. This is a good
building, and provided it is well furnished, will be more
than adequate. There is provision for a separate Corporals'
room if desired.
Amenities
There is a patch of ground big enough for a football
field, but at present nothing but rough pasture.
There is a pub about 60b yards walk from the gate.
Bletchingley contains one good pub. the White Hart (AA
rating 2 stars) and several small locals, Nuffield is much the
same. Merstham is a rather larger village but sutlers from
having the Brighton road passing through it and an erection
of new housing estates.
Redhill and Reigate between them contain the usual
town amenities, cinemas, pubs, public baths, and the grave
of Lord Howard of Effingham. It is hoped to have more
detailed information soon.
There are numerous golf courses within easy reach in
practically any direction.
Training
Aim—To train all ranks in advanced rescue duties for
employment in aid of the Civil Defence Services.
All training will be carried out at the Army School of
Civil Defence at Epsom. All equipment other than per
sonal equipment and all instructors are provided by the
school.
Two courses will be run: —
(a) Instructors Course—Officers and selected W.O.s
and N.C.O.s.
(b) Other Ranks.
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The syllabuses of the courses are similar except that
the Instructors course includes lectures on background and
theory and indoor Exercises, while the Other Ranks'
course includes more practical training.
For all practical work troops will be arranged in
Sections of 10, as far as possible grouped according to
ability and state of training. The two courses will combine
for practical exercises so that junior officers and N.C.O.s
will be exercised in command and leadership.
There will be one combined rescue exercise with local
C.D. services in which all ranks will take part.
In general the training facilities are excellent with well
contrived and realistic sets for the practical work. The
programme is full and strenuous. It runs from Monday to
Friday (5 full days) each week. Those attending for one
week only should attend the 1st week.
Saturday and Sunday are at the disposal of the C.O.
Visits
The Bn. will be visited as follows :—
(a) Div. Comd.
..
. . Monday, 29 June
(b) Chairman K.T.A. . .
. . Thursday, 2 July
(c) Hon. Colonel
(d) Colonel of the Regt.
Guards and' Piquets
Armoury and Stores. There will be a central armoury
and stores. These will be the responsibility of the Adminis
tration Staff by day.
It will be necessary to have a quarter guard by night.
On estimated strength attending this should involve NOT
more than one guard duty during the period.

NEWS FROM COMPANIES
"B" COMPANY
This month has been very quiet, compared with the
previous three, but nevertheless a lot has been learnt.
Wireless training has been well to the fore, and we
are now very pleased to report that the majority of the Coy.
know the latest phonetic alphabet. We are concentrating
on spelling now as one member was heard to say—" I Spell
—Oscar, Sierra, Papa, India, Tango, Alfa, Lima—everyone
agreed that it was quite difficult to take the message down,
without the additional hazard of having to do a crossword
to make sense out of it. (We regret that we cannot offer
a prize for the solution).
During the morning of Sunday 19th April, we put all
our wireless learning to test with a short exercise which
proved a great success. Contact was a bit difficult at times,
but everyone managed to get the message that the R.S.M.
had come with the pay, and corrected answers were received
from all stations.
In the afternoon, we joined the British Legion Parade,
with all the other arms from the area, for a consecration
service for their new Standards, conducted by the Bishop
of Rochester. It was hoped to have held a drumhead
service in the park, but unfortunately the weather let them
down, so we marched to the local school instead, much to
the delight of the occupants of the housing estate as we
appeared to do a Grand Tour of all the roads, which lasted
about twenty minutes.
We are very pleased to welcome Sgt. Johnson to our
fold and hope that he will enjoy his stay with us. We need
hardly say how pleased we are to see him, having been
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without a P.S.I, for six months. The Subalterns can now
return their training manuals to the Coy. Office.

ANNUAL REUNION

We should like lo say how grateful we were to Mr.
Reading for all the extra work and help he has given us
during the Whitsun period.

The Annual Reunion of the 4th Battalion was held
at the T.A. Centre, Avebury Avenue, Tonbridge, on Satur
day, llth April, 1959, and was attended by over 150.
Once again we were honoured to have with us the
Colonel of The Regiment Lieutenant General Sir William
P. Oliver, K.C.B., O.B.E., D.L., to whom we all look forward
so much to seeing in our midst on this annual occasion.
We were also honoured to have with us the Honorary
Colonel of the Bn. Lt.Col. G. E. L. Pardington, M.B.E.,
T.D., who kindly consented to be our Chairman, he was
introduced by Lieutenant Colonel A. R. H. Waring, Officer
Commanding 4th 5th Bn. Amongst other guests were
Colonel W. Nash, M.B.E., T.D., Major Sir Frederick
Bourne, K.C.S.I., C.I.E.. Major A. R. Kelsey, Capt.
L. Locket and Capt. T. Rought.
Because this is the centenary year of the Volunteer
Forces over forty old soldiers from the 1 /4 Bn. of World
War One. fame were invited. Both they and the young "old"
soldiers applauded the Chapman's when the colonel of the
Regiment spoke of their fine record. He said " There is

The writer met Sgt. George Randall the other day on
Victoria Station. He appears to liking his work at Canter
bury very much, and asked to be remembered to all his
friends in the Bn.
The Coy. Commander is busy making out orders for
his move of residence from St. Mary's Cray to Sidcup, we
hope all goes as planned Sir, and that you and your family
will like the new surroundings.

" C " COMPANY
Company whole day's training has been held up pend
ing news of parade allotment from higher command. We
have now received the dope and are preparing ourselves to
face the rigours of a night out on Pippingford Park if we
get the area allotted—and looking forward to our annual
visits to Dibgate and Arpinge or Lydd.

4th BATTALION

Members of the Company have however attended
parades with Bn. H.Q. Qn Shoreham Range with the Bn.
Rifle teams and at the Divisional Motor Cycle Trials, which
we all enjoyed very much. The O.C., C.S.M. Jones and
L/Cpl. Chapman are shooting in the Div. Meeting on 9th—
10th May at Hythe—we wish them luck.
Evening parades are now far more successful than of
yore. Now we have to have two squads—a Recruits and
a Trained Soldiers—C.S.M. Jones is instilling the elements
of Infantry Training into the newly joined gentlemen and
the Coy Com. P.S.I. and Sergeants are lecturing and running
the Trained Soldiers Cadre. We are keeping to our pro
gramme and making great strides.
We were sorry to see Pte. Burnett go for his National
Service. We had forgotten that some of our volunteers
were still liable. Pte. Burnett has been a most cheery and
likeable character to have around and we have enjoyed his
time with us very much. We wish him well for the next
two years and hope that he will rejoin us afterwards.
We have been getting recruits, senior and junior at
quite a pace lately. Our latest volunteers have been Ptes.
N. Packman, R. Packman, R. de Havilland, L. Hopkins,
and we have two more awaiting medicals.
C.S.M. Baker and his family have been working full
out on the Drill Hall garden which, he assures us, is much
bigger than it looks.

SUPPORT COMPANY

This has been a very quiet month for the company and
there is very little to report.
The training has been mainly on wireless and
explosives which has proved very interesting. Mr. Tizard
has conducted our lessons on the wireless and Pte. Shapland
accompanied his lectures on explosives with some very
realistic bangs, in fact at one stage it was reported that he
disappeared in a puff of blue smoke only to reappear from
behind the bar carrying a large pint.
In the Divisional .22 shoot the Company was placed
ninteenth with the highest score in the Battalion, the result
of which we are very proud.

ExPioneer. Sergeant A. W. Chapman and Platoon Sergeant
Major A. W. J. Chapman, D.C.M.
one man here who has been in since South Africa, he was
with us again in the First World War and as if that was not
enough, his son took over the reins and served in the last
war where he won the D.C.M. 1 refer of course to Ex
Pioneer Sgt. A. W. Chapman, now a sprightly 77 years and
his son exPlatoon Sergeant Major Arthur Chapman (later
Captain)During his speech the General recalled
" Fifteen years ago today the Battalion went into its eighth
day at the Battle of Kohima."
Another old soldier referred to by the Chairman, was
ex C.S.M. Tom LatterStapley who joined the Regiment in
1902 and served with them in Afghanistan and India during
the 191418 War. He was a member of the Colour Party
that received the Colours from King Edward VII in 1909—
and he was also a member of the Party that laid them up
in 1956. Fortyseven years later—not bad going that. He
is still a very active member of the Past and Present
Association, Tonbridge and Tunbridge Wells Branch.
There still seems lo be a lot of life in these old dogs yet.
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Lt.Col. G. E. L. Pardington, M.B.E., T.D., Major Sir I
Mr. J. C. Breaden, M.B.E.,
The toasts "The Queen" and "The ColonelinChief
of the Regiment, H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent" were
proposed by the Honorary Colonel of the Bn., who read a
telegram received from the ColonelinChief.
Letters were received from the following Officers, who
for various reasons were unfortunately prevented from
being with us. We missed them and hope that we shall
have the pleasure of seeing them next year. They were
Col. W. Styles T.D., Major John Winstanley, M.C, and
Capt. The Rev. Allen Carey who was prevented from
attending through sickness, we wish him a speedy recovery.
We all wish to thank those who made possible such a
splendid evening, particularly Mr. and Mrs. Charlie May,
Mr. Fred Jezard, Cpl. Peter Locke, who incidently came
all the way from Beaconsfield, where he was attending a
course at the Army School of Education, to make sure that
things were tied up and functioned properly on the evening.
Thank you one and all.
4/5 R.W.K. (INVICTA) FOOTBALL CLUB
Two years ago, with the blessing of the Commanding
Officer, the club became known locally as the " lnvicta "
Football Club, and membership was extended to young
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d erick Bourne. K.C.S.I.. C.I.E., Col. W. Nash, M.B.E., T.D.,"
.Col. A. R. H. Waring, T.D.
players leaving school and to other young men who were
not members of the unit. On signing for the Football
Club they became honorary members of the lnvicta Social
Club and have the use of our Clubroom on Club nights and
join in our social activities.
This idea was threefold (a) to encourage young men
into our social activities with a long term policy of recruit
ment, (b) to strengthen the membership of the football
club, (c) to improve the standard of football. The first
object although bringing the unit and its activities more to
light has proved to date fruitless as far as recruitment is
concerned but the other propositions have become realities.
Membership is in the region of forty, two teams have been
firmly established thus ensuring football for more players
and the standard has been decidedly increased We have a
very good name in the League for sportsmanship, standard
of play and in the assistance in management of the League.
After not having dropped a point in the League in the
latter part of last season it was with confidence that we
embarked on this year's programme. We entered two teams
in the Tonbridge sixaside competition and surprised
everyone by getting into the simifinals where we lost to the
nursery team of Tunbridge Wells United.
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The First XI did extremely well and woni its divisional
championship by 4 clear points having lost only two games
gaining 32 points from 18 games. We beat our Runners
up, Chiddingstone twice in the league and again in a
delightful presentation match the other evening when the
trophy and medals were presented to our team. A social
evening was held in the Drill Hall after the game to which
we invited our opponents and supporters and several league
and other club officials.
Individual honours have fallen to four of our young
players all of whom are under 18. Derek Lawrence our
15 year old centre half has played in two trial matches for
Charlton and will be joining their colts team next season,
he also played in a full league representative side against
the Sevenoaks league. Brian Smith, 17 years, inside left,
played for the full league side against the Tunbridge Wells
League and in an under 18's Inter League Match which
Tonbridge won 92 against the Tunbridge Wells league our
complete half back line was selected—16 year old John
Corke, Derek Lawrence and 17 year old Michael Hendy.
It can be seen from these records that we are building
a fine club of youngsters who are always welcome in our
T.A. Centre to see for themselves what we do and if through
this we can get one recruit, it will be something achieved.
There is still plenty of time as most of these boys are only
between 16 and 17 years of age and are of very fine
character.
We have had a very busy season apart from playing,
we have improved our dressing rooms by installing calor
gas heating and lighting (Cups of tea at halftime) and
painted the exterior of them, erected a wire netting fence
behind the goals to prevent lots of fishing in the river for
lost footballs, held a couple of dances and socials, and have
finished a very successful season with £13 in hand. Our
income this season, raised by club members and from
subscriptions, match fees, etc.. amounted to £216 and we
spent £203.
Our Annual General Meeting will be held in the Drill
Hall on 28lh May 1959 and we are confidently looking
forward to a very happy time in, the coming year.

DEPOT

T

HE latest important news is that of the Colonel of the
Regiments' new appointment. Sincere and hearty
congratulations from all ranks of the Regimental Depot are
sent to him on his appointment as High Commissioner to
the U.K. in Australia, published on June 2nd.
We would, also like to congratulate Capt. J. S. Fletcher
on gaining a vacancy at the next staff college course. Con
gratulations too, to Capt. D. H. Woolstencroft, who is one
of our holdees, on, a similar achievement.
On May 15th, a Passingout Parade was held for
Inkerman and Sevastopol Platoons. The Colonel of the
Regiment very kindly consented to officiate as inspecting
officer. In addition to addressing the passingout platoons
he spoke to the parents and relatives who attended. These

Readers are reminded that we can supply copies of
"The Q.O.G." to their relatives for the modest sum of
Five Shillings, post free.
Ask your Company Commander to make the neces
sary arrangements.

HAYNES
BROTHERS

ASHFORD

ROAD

LIMITED

MAIDSTONE

F O R D
M A I N
DISTRIBUTORS
19 10
S I N C E
" E X P E R I E N C E

C O U N T S "

Depot Rifle Meeting, Hythe, April, 1959.
Champions at Arms
(right) Pte. Goodwin.: Champion Shot, Inkerman Platoon,
(centre) C/Sgt. Heyfron, Depot Champion Shot,
(left) Pte. Rees : Champion Shot, Sevastopol Platoon.
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two platoons are shortly to join 1 R.W.K. We are grateful
once more to the 1st Battalion The Queen's Own Cameron
Highlanders for allowing their pipe band to play for the
passingout parade.
The Commanding Officer captained a depot shooting
team in the Home Counties District rifle meeting on May
10th. The team met with no spectacular success although
we were sixth out of fifteen in the final count. No disgrace
whatever.

he was able to see the depot functioning from many aspects.
He visited the lunch meal, saw the Recruiting Kiosk, spoke
to all the permanent staff and lunched in the officers' mess.
Before lunch however, all officers including the Brigade
Colonel visited the W.O.s and Sergeants' Mess for the pre
sentation of a tankard to R.S.M. G. V. K. Watts, B.E.M.
It is indeed sad for the depot and indeed for the Regi
ment to be losing Mr. Watts, who is leaving us to take up
a recruiting appointment in Brighton. R.S.M. Watts has
served with the Regiment for 31 years. As well as being
Drum Major, he has been R.S.M. of the 1st Battalion,
4th/5th Battalion, and the Depot. Here his example, his
kindliness (and indeed his hockey goal keeping !) are going
to be sorely missed. Let us hope that he will often find
time to visit his many friends in Maidstone. We wish him,
Mrs. Watts and "Beanie" every happiness in their new
venture.

The end of the month was the beginning of the Annual
Classification Course for the depot permanent staff. Bliss
fully unaware of their fate, the permanent staff under the
Adjutant proceeded to Milton range on May 29th. Senior
N.C.O.s who annually had fired the old course with distinc
tion, found themselves dashing from firing point to firing
point and shooting from every possible uncomfortable posi
tion. Marksmen found themselves second class shots, old
soldiers ceased to talk of the hard old days, and as with
nuclear war only the fittest survived. We were firing the new
course for the first time.

Cricket notes are in this month in, plenty and your
present correspondent supports their inclusion whole
heartedly !

On June 2nd, we were visited by Col. H. R. Grace,
O.B.E., the Brigade Colonel. Spending a whole day with us

(Capt. Fletcher is "showing the flag" at Tunbridge
Wells at—yes—a county CRICKET match ! !).

Depot Rifle Meeting, Hythe, April, 1959.

Winners and Runnersup.
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Depot Rifle Meeting, Hythe, April, 1959.

Winners of the Falling Plate — W.O.s/Sgts,

RECRUITING (A Note from the Commanding Officer)
RECRUITING has been the keynote of this month
and in perfect summer sunshine a Regimental Kiosk or
Stand has been touring Kent with the object of showing the
flag.

near the junction of Week Street and King's Street, which
I hope some of our readers will come and see. We are in
debted to Philip Haynes, late of the Queen's Own, for this
excellent site.

Our kiosk, which has been cleverly constructed in hard
board by our pioneer, Pte. Lyons, assisted by L/Cpl. May
and other artists within the depot, is attractively finished in
a variety of colours with a splendid headboard and crest.
A photograph appears (we hope) in this issue.

In connection with recruiting we extend a hearty wel
come to C.S.M. King and Sgt. Williams who have come
from the Battalion to work for the Regiment as " Specials."

The present Recruiting Team, consisting of the
Adjutant, R.S.M., Sgt. Sharp. Cpl. Russell, L/Cpls. Willis
and Rumbold and a member of the local recruiting staff
from Chatham, is doing a firstclass job.
These stalwarts have already shown our display at
Edenbridge, Gravesend and the Mote, and a very full pro
gramme at County Cricket matches. Fetes and Festivals, etc.,
has been arranged during the coming months.
We are also arranging an attractive window display in
Maidstone during the Cricket Week in a prominent position

C.S.M. King will be based on Blackheath, to tap the
vast potential of the S.E. London area, and Sgt. Williams
based on Maidstone, will assist with the Depot's efforts in
and around our County Town. We are very grateful to the
Battalion for sparing two such excellent " ambassadors
extraordinary."
All these efforts and many others are being directed
towards ONE goal—to get good blokes into the Regiment in
greater numbers. It is up to all of us in the Queen's Own—
past and present alike—to do all we can to help achieve this
aim during '59, '60 and '61, the critical years for all
County Regiments.

The picture shows Sgt. Sharpe and L/Cpl. Willis, two members of the Depot Recruiting team, attending the Regimental
Kiosk on its first rehearsal in Barracks. Many improvements have since been incorporated in this colourful display
of photos and weapons.
By kind permission of the Kent Messenger.
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the best attendance for the year. That about
QUITE
sums up the situation on 29th May, when the hall
fairly hummed with conversation during the raffle interval.
The officer attendance, strange to relate, was fairly low on
average, only Col. H. D. Chaplin, Major A. S. Bredon,
Lt.Col. R. C. Mines, Major F. Kemp, with our usual
stalwarts Dick Forrester and the writer, to make up
numbers. By the way, where is Col. Pink these days?
We had one or two back from the wilds. " Bogie "
C'hiids had not been too well lately, but together with
Arthur Edwards later, I noticed, was in very good spirits! !
In addition to the Hon. Joint President mentioned above,
Major Bredon, who I must say is looking extremely fit (no
doubt about that " windjammer " trip), we had our other
Hon. J. President Harry Elson, also on parade, with of
course, Mrs. Elson. Don't know what we'd do without
Mrs. Elson sometimes, never at a loss, always willing to
help, in no matter what capacity.
Ladies present included Mrs. Palmer, Mrs. Gunboat
Parry, Mrs. Fenwick. Mrs. Wallace the younger, and still
keeping up her regular visits, dear old Mrs. Cox. She was
in excellent company on this occasion. At her table was
Mr. Swain, who had paid us a visit a few months ago, a new
member, another of the famous KutelAmara band of
our 2nd Bn. First War Battle Honours heroes, Mr. Haigh (I
hope its spelt that way), and Harry Freeman, who 1 noticed
was at the Kut Dinner, mentioned in May. "Young"
Jimmy and Mrs. Fenwick must have felt their age, being
among really old comrades. All seemed to be thoroughly
enjoying the meeting.
Two old friends met up once more, as George Stow
and Jewwy Edwards were both present. The former had
left the wife at home on this occasion, as, he told me, she
was in charge of the packing, prior to taking their holiday
abroad. They are off to Switzerland, and George tells me
he loves that little extra bit of service they give in that
peaceful sphere. He told me also, that Mrs. Stow keeps a
very watchful eye on him. Good for you Mrs. Stow.
Watch his right elbow, 1 think its a good idea of his not to
take "Jewwy " Edwards with him! !
In addition lo the veterans mentioned above, we had
of course. Alf Toms, who, prior to the meeting, introduced
me to a Mr. Kemplon, 1 feel sure that was the name (not
Kemp), who had told Alf and " Timber " he was an ex
W.O. and had been in the Regiment some fifty years ago.
When our Chairman. Ted Ballard, mentioned we had a
new member to introduce, we discovered that the bird had
flown.
Most peculiar. I regret I did not have the
opportunity of asking Alf whether he did, in fact, know
him to be one of ours. I must say we felt it odd that he
spent over an hour in the company of one of our best

known members, and then disappeared.
very simple explanation to it.

There may be a

The old 62 Club was in evidence in the persons of
"Bandy" Waller and " Tishy " Parker. L must mention
this 62 Club, 'cos I do feel that there are "62" lads who
see this journal and should it catch their eye, they will
know there are still members of that band, very well known
to Ihem, who continue to keep up the old comradeship.
Come along again, we are still at " The Cranbourne ".
Alf Beauchamp was with us, Paddy Burke, a horse
called "Burke the Issue" won next day, good thought,
Fred Jarmain after illness, Jack Hunt, Harry Lofts, Smithy,
very regular now, Fred Bagust, back from a holiday in
Spain and Mike Leary. Jack Tear and all his pals
descended upon us a bit late, but very welcome, about seven
strong I should say, as I watched them march off in arrow
head formation (almost as good as Col. O. Y. Hibberts
" Form Hollow Square " in Troimulgherry, that bit) in the
direction of Long Acre!
Our Standard Bearer, Ted Tickner, was not only on
parade, but won the half size tin of biscuits which was the
prize for the raffle this month. Apropos of that, this
brought in the sum of £3/10/0 and the Benevolent Box
£1/18/7, many thanks all.
At the head of the table was the Chairman, Ted
Ballard, the Vice, Trefor Thomas, Secretary Tom
Briddock, and our Treasurer Percy Hallett, with cash.
Timber Marchant was in his usual place ready to give his
monthly report. Two of our comembers of Bromley were
with us, Robert Wilks, whom, I noticed, was called " Watts "
in my report of the Bromley do, sorry Robert, and Bill
Phillips, who tells me he is leaving a job he has had for the
past thirty odd years, accepting a pension which, together
with his new job, under Foreman Harry Stevens (he's in
charge!) will keep he and his invalid wife in reasonable
comfort.
The meeting started at 8.30 approximate, gets later
despite our efforts, and we soon had the minutes for the
past meeting read and passed, to get on with the reading
of the correspondence. First was a postcard from Dick
Blackham who sent thanks for the aid we are able to give,
and hoped he would soon be able to pay us a visit.
Then came a letter with the enclosure of a 10/ Money
Order from a Major S. BaylisSmith. 1 now know the
rang and initial. This letter caused a little, what is known
colloqually as a " Kerfuffle ", as nobody knew the name.
Firstly, I rose and stated we had a Bayliss in the 1st Bn.
for quite some time, but did not know whether this could
be the one, as the " hyphen Smith, was unknown to me.
Ronnie Mines stated he felt sure there were, repeat were,
on or two " Smiths " in the Regiment, but Bayliss Smith
was unknown to us. Then, minutes afterwards, Major
Bredon who had during this time appeared to be in deep
thought, stated he had met him. That should have been
good enough for anybody, but no, two members sat back
and said we could not make a member without his presence
at the meeting. This of course was eventually killed. We
made about 200 lads members of the branch, whilst they
were serving in Malaya! It all went to show that, had the
Buster arrived before the meeting, we'd have seen the
name S. BaylisSmith, F.C.A., in attendance at the Regi
mental Dinner and that's probably where our Joint Presi
dent met him.
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It probably also goes to show that my notes must have
arrived late, otherwise the " Buster " would have been out
earlier!! Anyway, we are very pleased to have Major
Bayliss Smith as one of our members, and come to think
of it, why didn't Ron Mines meet the subject of all this
waffling? He was at the dinner. Couldn't have been
introduced to everyone, I suppose.
I keep a very close eye on these dinners and At Homes.
I am always on the look out to try and find out why some
of our members manage to get there and not attend one
or two of our meetings. So, if you are reading this, Sir. and
you could possibly come along one last Friday in the
month, please remember I have my beady eyes upon you! !
1 mention no names on this occasion.
Having finished with the question above, we then pro
ceeded with the new members' welcome. Nobody seems to
brief the Chairmain suffic.ently. He was quite unaware
that Mr. Kempton had disappeared, gave a very nice
welcome to Mr. Haigh. and nobody had told him about Mr.
Donaldson. All eventually was straightened out. Mr.
Haigh, as mentioned above, a Kut Wallah, was introduced
to us and given the usual hearty welcome. I must say like
Harry Freeman, he looked the picture of health despite
those early privations in the desert in the First War, and
we hope he will be long spared to continue his visits to us.

taken seriously those in favour should say aye but if
members wern't really interested for " evvings " sake kill
it and not put the Committee to any bother. I have often
written that our branch is a law unto itself. We are not
all from one part of the country as are the Maidstone
Branch, Bromley, or other small town branches. As the
London Branch we come from all parts, not only London
even, and it is very difficult to fit in arrangements for travel
back to our various homes after functions. It is necessary,
therelore, to tread carefully before deciding whether one
wants to attend, or can attend, these proposed outings, not
gaily say aye to any proposal put before the meeting.
The only possible answer is that the transport, when
hned, must leave the place of entertainment in time to
reach the central point in London, sufficient to enable the
members to catch their own public transport to their homes.
Timbers proposal received no support mainly for this
reason.
There were no other suggestions for the members. I
informed the branch that the cricket match was on P & P
against the Depot. The date is the 23rd August, the week
end before our meeting of that month. No doubt the
Maidstone Branch will have made arrangements for the
team by that time and 1 hope to be able to send along a
Jew names. The meeting closed with Arthur Edwards once
more wondering whether "Any other business" was still
on. J think III call him "A.O.B." Edwards in future.

Next, Mr. Donaldson, I could not recall the features
at the moment I saw him enter the Cranbourne, with
Champ Colley. Then a little later 1 spotted him walking
along the centre of the hall, and anyone who saw Pte.
Donaldson of the 1st Bn. walking up to answer his name on
jankers could not possibly fail to recognise those pigeon
toed feet!
Here again, was another character of the
Regiment one never forgets. We were soon having a chat,
and when he reminded me having read in the " Evening
News" at the time, of how well and truly I was licked in
the final of the Army O.R. Tennis Finals in 1938, 1
realised that despite his long absence from the service, he
still retained an interest. We were very pleased to greet
him, and know he will be paying us many more visits.

We had with us, for the first time in nearly two years
an exNational Serviceman of the Regiment, who joined
us whilst serving in Malaya, and who came along to see
us, when he had finished his National Service, but as he
thought we were all different from what he imagined, did
not continue his vists.

Timbers report was brief and to the point. He had
paid Bunny Hare and Jerry Sweetman visits. The latter
was getting on well, but Bunny's serious operation of last
year was still causing trouble, and it may be some months
before he will be able to pay us a visit. We all think of
you Bunny, and Mrs. Hare, and hope that better health
attend you soon and you may be attending our meetings
once more.

Mr. Leonard O'Leary decided to come again last
month and was made extremely we!come.,He went away
with quite a different view, I feel sure. He knows more
about us, joined in our waffling, and I believe, I am
sincerely hoping, will become a more regular visitor. He
has promised to play for the P. & P. in August, so there's
a wicketkeeper to start with. He runs a Young Peoples'
Club in Hounslow and is a very able and competent young

Col. A. K. Grant had sent along a special message of
goodwill to us all through Bogie Childs, and the Chairman
asked Bogie to convey the message to the meeting, which
he did, personally.
Proposals for the benefit of the members' entertain
ments found Timber asking for an outing to The Tattoo or
The Royal Tournament. This suggestion is now becoming
a lime honoured joke, as I hastened to remind the Branch.
If we really intend to go to these shows lets have a really
sincere vote from the hall. On previous occasions some
body has proposed, another seconded, practically all present
voted to attend, and nobody has bothered to go to the
Chairman until a month or so later to find out about the
arrangements for the show, thus showing how little interest
had most of these who voted for the outing, in the project.
I suggested that if this proposal of Timbers was to be

Until now, I have not mentioned a couple of import
ant items in respect of members. I'll take them in order of
precedence from the branch angle, as the first concerns the
bianch, whereas although the second is of very high order
indeed, it is not in fact branch news.

Primrose and
Len Dairies,

Ltd.

PASTEURISED MILK
CHANNEL ISLAND T.T. (Pasteurised) MILK
19, LOWER STONE ST., MAIDSTONE  Tel. 2810 & 5124S
32, THE BROADWAY,
MAIDSTONE
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Tel. Weat Mailing 3111
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man. Certainly one I'd like lo see taking an interest in our
meetings.
On the 13th May, H.M. The Queen held an inspection
of the Corps of Commissioners in the grounds of
Buckingham Palace. Whilst passing along the front rank
she halted at a point, where in front of her stood Mr.
Gunboat Parry of the London Branch. " How many years
were you in the Forces?" asked Her Majesty. "Twentyone
years, Your Majesty" replied Gunboat. "And in which
unit did you serve? " she continued. Broad smile on
Gunboats face, and an equally delighted smile from The
Queen as he replied " Fifteen years with The Queen's Own,
your Majesty, and six with the Duke of Wellington's Regt ".
Of all those on parade '"The Queen's Own " reperesentea
by Gunboat and others, Percy Hallelt was immediately
behind Gunboat, the latter was tremendously honoured and
proud to have had those few words with our Gracious
Queen. Lucky old, and good for you, " Gunboat."
Now, many thanks to two correspondents in last
month's "Buster". First Col. "Charles" Chaplin for his
history of The Queen's Own Gazette, and for the item in
the last paragraph. Are we going to keep separate the
Quen's Own Gazette and The Dragon? I hope we can
keep the old Buster flying, but it will be interesting to see
the outcome. Have to get some of our heroes to suggest a
title if the magazines are to be combined! !
Secondly, more thanks to the scribe of the Brigade
again. By giving the sporting accomplishments he endears
himself to more Past members than by slicking to Adminis
tration and Training Details, although these must take
priority for the serving lads we know. From experience
I've found that sporting activities, in fact anything but
Regimental and Army training gossip, always found most
readers interest, and I feel sure that today more readers are
pleased to hear that L/Cpl. O'Connell or Pte. Snooks won
his weight in the Army Championships, Major Swordslip
beat Lt. Handicap by one hole, or Lt.Col. T. E. N. Nis
knocked out Capt. Bail in the Army Tennis Championships
than to know that at the Coy. Commander's Conference at
Canterbury, etc., etc.
This last correspondent should be given the scribes
task as a permancy. I loved his " sublime to the gor
blimey too"! He mentioned a Major 1. H. Battye of the
Middlesex Regt. Any relation of our Charles Battye.
M.C.? He was a keen golfer. Time he paid us a visit
also, now 1 come to think of it.
You will all be getting prepared for the ReUnion now.
We are preparing for our A.G.M. It would appear that
Len Remfry is not going to show up, but we will not give
up hope until June 26th our next meeting. I'll give you all
the news after that as to our new office bearers, but before
ending a hearty vole of thanks from us all for the past
year's work to our worthy Chairman, Ted Ballard, his Vice
Trefor Thomas, our hard working Secretary Tom Briddock
and our Treasurer Percy Hallett. We have our Welfare
Officer too, Timber Marchant. Many thanks to you all.
The Spider.

T

TONBRIDGE

AND

TUNBRIDGE

WELLS

HIS month our President, Lt.Col. G. E. L. Pardington.
M.B.E., T.D., presided over the meeting owing to the
absence of our chairman, Major N. S. C. Elmslie, who was
on duty with the cadets.
Our Secretary informed the meeting of a very success
ful trip to the Tulip Fields which was made by a number

of our members and friends, lt was agreed by all that this
trip is a well worthwhile outing as well as being a sight
which cannot be equalled in any other part of the country.
Major Elmslie, Mr. F. Jezzard and Mr. C. May were
guests of the Tenterden Branch at their annual dinner. The
invitation, extended by Lt.Col. Clark on behalf of the
Branch, is a fine gesture and keenly appreciated by all
members. We are happy to know that the function was
a tremendous success.
Timber Marchant, Welfare Officer, and a member of
the London Branch, was present at the meeting and stated
the case of ex Cpl. Day who is in St. Johns Hospital at
Battersea suffering from an incurable illness contracted in
the Burma jungle. This is a very sad case and while he is
being looked after it would be appreciated if any member,
or friend, have any records which could be passed on to
him. Please addrcses them to O.R.Q.M.S. J. Breden,
M.B.E., c/o T.A. Drill Hall. Avebury Avenue, Tonbridge.
We are pleased to learn that it has been decided that,
in future, a silver plate bearing the name of the winner,
and the Branch, is to be fitted to the stave of the standard.
Tt has been decided that a coach will run from Ton
bridge Wells, Pembury and East Peckham on Sunday the
26th July. Seats may be booked by writing to the Secretary,
2 Milton Gardens, Tonbridge.
The All Branches gathering is being held in September.
T.L.S.

BROMLEY

T

BRANCH

HERE is not much to report for the Q.O.G. this month
from, but I will make an effort.
The Minutes of the Parent Body A.G.M. have been
duly received, read out in the main and debated, par
ticularly the part affecting the
Standard Bearers' Competition
It is gratifying to learn that all the winning branches
of this event in the past, as well as in the future are to be
recognised with an appropriate award affixed to their
standard staves. At present, only the coverted carrier belt
bears the particulars of the winners, there being no other
recognition to the past holders. 1 am sure that this news
will be very pleasing to members of all branches and I hope
will create a more competitive spirit than hitherto.
St. George's Festival
On the invitation of Catford Branch, we again
supported them at their annual church service at St.
Georges, Perry Hill, Catford, S.E.6, when the Festival of
the Patron Saint was held on April 26th last. Although not
as strong as in previous years we managed to make double
figures and all agreed that the Revd. Metcalf gave a very
inspiring address. Very pleasing to see llth (Lewisham)
Bn. and Maidstone Branches represented, we were aug
mented by Brockley Branch, R.A.F. Assn. The usual
bodies of Scouts and Guides were also present, and the
processional towards the end of the Service was very
colourful and appropriate to the occasion.
Sick Members
There are a number of sick members of our association
and it is the wish of our branch members to hope that they
will soon be restored to normal health. Two are known
to me personally. T refer lo M. Nichols of the Gravesend
Branch and Harry Lake of the Catford Branch. And may
they get well soon.
Greetings to 1st Bn. 4/5lh Bn. and all branches
Jwuzz Thayre,
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THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT (50th and 97th)
" Quo Fas et Gloria ducunt." The Sphinx superscribed " Egypt."
The White Horse of Kent with motto "Invicta."
"Vimicra," "Corunna," "Almarez," "Vittoria," "Pyrenees," "Nive," "Orthes," "Peninsula," "Punniar," "Moodkee,"
"Ferozeshah," "Aliwal," "Sobraon," "Alma," "Inkerman," Sevastopol," "Lucknow," "New Zealand," "Egypt, 1882,"
"Nile, 188485," "South Africa, 190002" "Afghanistan, 1919."
The Great War—18 Battalions.—"Mons," "Le Cateau," "Retreat from Mons," "Marne, 1914," "Aisne, 1914," "La Bassee, 1914,"
"Messines, 1914, '17" "Ypres, 1914, '15, '17, '18," "Hill 60," "Gravenstafel," "St. Julien," "Frezenberg," "Loos,"
"Somme, 1916 '18," "Albert, 1916, '18," "Bazentin," "Delviile Wood," "Poziers," "Guillemont," "FlersCourcelette,"
"Morval," "Thiepval," "Le Transloy," "Ancre Heights," "Ancre, 1916, '18," "Arras, 1917, '18," "Vimy, 1917,"' "Scarpe, 1917,"
"Oppy," "Pilcken," "Langemarck, 1917," Menin Road," "Polygon Wood," "Broodseinde," "Passcliendaele," "Cambrai,
1917, '18" "St. Quentin," "Rosieres," "Avre," "Villers Bretonneux," "Lys," "Hazebrouck," "Kemmel," "Ameins," "Bpaume,
1918," "Hindenburg Line," "Epehy," "Canal du Nord," "St. Quentin Canal," "Courtrai," "Selle," "Sambre," "France and
Flanders, 191418," "Italy, 191718," "Suvla," "Landing at Suvla," "Scimitar Hill," "Gallipoli, 1915," "Rumani," "Egypt,
i91516," "Gaza," "El Mughar," "Jerusalem," "Jericho," "Tell 'Asur," 'Palestine, 191718," "Defence of Kut el Amara,"
"Sharqat," "Mesopotamia, lwl518."
Second World War—"Defence of The Escaut," "Foret de Nieppe," "NorthWest Europe, 1940," "Alam el Haifa," "El Alamein,"
"Djebel Atalod," "Djebel Azzag, 1942," "Oued Zarga," "Djebel Ang," "Medjez Plain," "Longstop Hill, 1943," "SI Abdallafi," "North
Africa, 194243," "Centuripe," "Monte Rivoglia," "Sicily, 1943," "Termoli," "San Salvo," "The Sangro," "Romagnoli," "Impos
sible Bridge," "Villa Grande," "Cassino," "Castle Hill," "Lirl Valley," "Picdimonte Hill," "Trasimene Line," "Arezzo," "Advance
to Florence," "Monte Scalar!," "Casa Fortis," "Rimini Line," "Savio Bridgehead," "Monte Pianoereno," "Monte Spaduro,"
"The Senio," "Argenta Gap," "Italy, 194345," "Greece, 194445," "Leros," "Malta, 194042," "North Arakan," "Razabil,"."Mayu
Tunnels," "Defence of Kohima," "Taungtha," "Sittang, 1945," "Burma, 194345."
ColonelinChief : H.R.H. The Ducliess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Colonel of the Regiment : LieutenantGeneral Sir William Oliver, K.C.B., O.B.E., D.L.
Deputy Colonel of the Regiment : MajorGeneral D. E. B. Talbot, C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C.
O.C., Regimental Depot, Major G. U. Weymouth, M.B.E.
Allied Regiments of the Canadian Army :
1st Bn., Royal New Brunswick Regiment—ColonelinChief : H.M. The Queen.
The Essex and Kent Scottish Regiment
Allied Regiment of the New Zealand Forces :
The Canterbury Regiment.
Regular and Territorial Battalions :
1st Bn. (50th and 97th Foot)
British Forces Post Office 53,
4th/5th Bn. (T.A.)—Tonbridge.
Units of the Army Cadet Force affiliated :
1st A.C.F. Bn., Maidstone.
2nd. A.C.F. Bn., Tunbridge Wells.
"The Queen's Own Gazette" is published monthly.
Subscription : The rates, payable in advance to the Editor, are as follows : Officers, 9/ per annum, post free; Other
Ranks, 5/ per annum, post free.
The Editor Is always glad to receive articles and Items of news suitable for publication. Address MSS. direct to the
Editor, The Barracks, Maidstone.
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REGULAR

LIEUTENANT-COLONEL
Names
Depot Holdee
O.C., 1 R.W.K.

Flint, A. J. M„ M.B.E.
Gwilliam, D. H., M.B.E.

MAJORS
(Lt.Col.) Muscat Forces.
War Office.
H.Q. Aldershot District.
Range Control, A.A.T.C., Sennelager.
H.Q. Western Comd.
(Bt. Lt.Col.) 2 i/c R.W.K.
4/5 R.W.K.
(T/Lt.Col.) O.C. II KAR.
Depot Holdee.
Inf. Junior Leaders' Bn.
1 R.W.K.
J.P.S.—War Office.
O.C., Depot, R.W.K.
H.Q., B.A.O.R.
4 Malay.
G.L. Sec., Hong Kong.
1 R.W.K.
Depot Holdee.
BRIXMIS B.A.O.R.
R.C.B., Westbury.
5 Malay.
H.Q., 70 Inf. Bde., Kenya.
Depot, R.W.K.
Staff College, Brussels.
1 R.W.K.

Read, M. R., M.C
Bailey, J. D. B
Archer, M. G. M., M.C.
Rickcord, M. B
Turner, P. R. H
Dowse, R. K
Brock, J. H
Manners, D. C. J
Waring, H. B. H., M.B.E
Eason, J. A., T.D
Elgood, P. N
Crumplin, W. C. D.
Weymouth, G. U., M.B.E
Willis, C. F., M.B.E., T.D
Roper, I. H., M.C. ...
Scull, D. S
Macmillan, I. A
Woodman, E. G., M.C.
Ambrose, W. G. R. ...
Ruffell, D
Blum, D. E
Franklin, A. W
Abplanalp, V. C. ...
Winstanley, R. G. ...
Osborne, E. C. S. ...

SHORT SERVICE OFFICERS

OFFICERS

MAJORS
Names
Trumper, J. M. S. W
Marsh H W
Russell, H. C„ M.C., D.C.M

CAPTAINS

Depot Holdee.
A.S.P.T., Aldershot.
1 R.W.K.
12 Liaison Fit. A.A C.
1 R.W.K.
Adjt., Depot, R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
Depot Holdee.
1 R.W.K.
Depot Holdee.
1 R.W.K.
Mons O.C.S.
Fed. Malaya Mil. Forces.
1 R.W.K.
Adjt., 1 R.W.K.

P.S.O.
School of M.T.
H.Q., 2 T.A.F.

Fitzpatrick, J. N.
Mannering, L. A.
Dinsdale, J. W. .

LIEUTENANTS
(A/Capt.)
J.S.A.T.C., Hendon.
1 R.W.K.

Hallsall, A. C. L. .
Furlonger, B.
Colgate, T.K. . . .
2nd

LIEUTENANTS
1 R.W.K.
Ghana Regt.
Ghana Regt.
Ghana Army.

Clinch, M. J.
Archer, M
Andrews, A. J.
Poulsom, P. A. H.

QUARTERMASTER
(Maj.) 6 K.A.R.

Cook, E. S., M.B.E.

4th/5th BATTALION
Honorary Colonel : Lt.Col. G. E. L. Pardington, M.B.E.,

CAPTAINS
Shearburn, S. R. O'R
Clarke, C. S. ...
Campbell, D. P. I.
Nicholls, R. W. G M.B.E
Dodson, K
Fletcher, J. S. ...
Goodwin, P. J. ...
Norton, J. D. ...
Lygo, J. R
Leigh, P. S., M.C.
Woolstencroft, D. H
Craven, C. E. ...
Neve. R. W.. M.C.
Wood, W. R. ...
Tarver, C. L. ...
Newall, M. R. M.

Mil Record Office, Ghana
39 Indep. Inf. Bde., N. Ireland.
H K.A.R.

f.D.

LIEUTENANT-COLONEL
O.C.

Waring, A. R. H., T.D.

MAJORS
Large, J. L.
Marchant, P. N.
Pennells, H. D. A.

Meyrick, K. C., T.D.
Bobby, F. J.
Coath, T. C.
Wood, D. W. J., T.D.

CAPTAINS
Ogilvie, J. B.
Clemence, M. J.
Watson, K. E.

CalverJones, J.
Duggan, H. R.
Innes, C. A.
George, P. M. J.

SUBALTERNS
LIEUTENANTS
A.F.D., Aldershot.
3 Para.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
Depot, R.W.K.
Att. Airborne Forces Depot.
R.M.C.S., Shrivenham.
1 R.W.K.
A.DC., G.O.C., E. Anglian Dist.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.

Pybus, I. D.
Heatly, A. F.
Durtnell, R. J
^aylor, E. A.
uutler, C. D. B
Langhorne, J.
Hiscock, P. .
Cleaver, G. F.
Smith, M. J.
Champion, C. G
Pearce, N. C

2nd
Holman, J. C.
Whitty, R. H.

ATTACHED
Capt. J. A. Barlas, R.A.M.C. (T.A.) Lt. R. P. Gilbert, R.A.P.C. (T.A.)

NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICERS

LIEUTENANTS
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.

maclachlan, S.
Gregory, M. K.
Sutton, J. D.
Cyster, P. L.
Parslow, J. P.
Burrell, G. K.
Curtis, D. R.
Finnis, S. R.

Smith, J. C. C. J .
Young, R. N.
Maw, N. N. G.
Pedgrift, G. E.
Fraser, C. G.
MorleyJacob, P. J. (A/Capt.)
Nyren, M. V. (A/Capt.)

Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.

K.
S.
R.
R.
P.

Lt. T. J. B. Locker
Lt. R. C. Robertson
2/Lt. P. J. S. Furneaux
2/Lt. R. W. SheltonAgar
2/Lt. W. G. Leckie

Cannell
E. Coningham
D. Wallace
A. Crane
G. Birch

QUARTERMASTERS
Blake A. G., M.B.E.
Stephens, S. V.
Grubb J. E., M.B.E.
Hoggart, E. J. W. .

(Maj.) 1 R.W.K.
(Capt.) Depot, R.W.K.
(Lt.) H.O., Home Counties D.st.
(Lt.) 4/5 R.W.K.

REGULAR

PERMANENT

Trg. Major and Adjt.—
Major J. H. Brock.

STAFF

Q.M. (Lt.) E. J. W. Hoggart
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The following exchange of telegrams took place on
the occasion of the centennial of our affiliated New Zealand
Regiment —

~E6itortal

T

HE printing dispute has now been settled and we are
sure that you will be delighted to find your favourite
magazine on the door mat once again.

We did, however, manage to let our readers have a
newsletter which we printed, packed and posted within a
few hours when we became aware there was no hope of get
ting the Gazette printed. It had its limitations and defects
but we hope it served its purpose.
*

*

*

*

As we go to press the Editor's chair has a temporary
occupant. Our Editor, Lt.Col. Eason, is on a well earned
vacation with his wife. We wish them both a pleasant and
restful holiday, and if the " Buster " is not up to its usual
standard we hope you will have compassion on the
Editorial Stooge.
*
*
*
*
The highlight of July was, of course, the 21st Annual
Reunion. Although it was not so well attended as in pre
vious years, it was a huge success. The weather was good,
entertainment was good and everyone seemed happy.
Congratulatory telegrams were received from Her
Majesty, The Queen, our ColonelinChief, Her Royal
Highness The Duchess of Kent and from the 1st Battalion
in Cyprus. These were read out by the Colonel of the
Regiment at Lunch time and were received with applause.
Our thanks are due to the officers of The Buffs for the
use of their band under Bandmaster Sharpe which provided
us with music during the day.

To : Commanding Officer, 1st Canterbury Regiment.
Christchurch, New Zealand.
' ALL RANKS THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST
KENT REGIMENT SEND HEARTIEST CONGRATU
LATIONS TO 1ST CANTERBURY REGIMENT ON
OCCASION OF ITS CENTENNIAL. A MAGNIFICENT
CENTURY AND STILL NOT OUT. HOPE TO BE
REPRESENTED AT YOUR CELEBRATIONS IN
NOVEMBER."
COLONEL OF THE REGIMENT.
*

*

*

*

From : Lt.Col. S. M. Pritchard, M.B.E., E.D.
LT.COL. S. M. PRITCHARD. M.B.E., E.D., AND
ALL RANKS OF THE 1ST CANTERBURY REGIMENT
THANK THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT
REGIMENT FOR THEIR CONGRATULATIONS AND
LOOK FORWARD TO ENTERTAINING REPRESEN
TATIVE AT CENTENNIAL CELEBRATIONS."
*

*

*

*

We take this opportunity to congratulate Lt.Col.
S. M. Pritchard, M.B.E., E.D., on assuming command
of the Canterbury Regiment and hope to hear much
of him and his Regiment in the future. We wish his prede
cessor, Lt.Col. J. W. Rolleston every success on his
retirement.
*

*

*

*

Christmas Card
We publish a picture of the subject matter of this
year's Christmas Card. It is a copy of a water colour by

This year's Christmas Card picture
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Mr. C. C. P. Lawson, and was painted to commemorate the
centenary of our 4/5th Battalion 18591959.

age to the glorious and immortal memory of the Corunna
Majors.

It represents the four main stages in the 4th Battalion
history— 1859, 1895, 1914, 1944.

Elsewhere is his own account of what transpired at
the Ceremony.

There will only be one type of card this year with the
picture inside, crest outside and tied with Regimental rib
bon. Cost inclusive of postage Is. 3d. per card.
An order form is enclosed in this month's Q.O.G. and
we sincerely hope that demands will be made early so that
we can base our estimate on requirements.

We understand he had a pleasant time in the land of
Ferdinand and Conchita, and as there appears to be no
musical interludes emanating from Crimea Block one can
assume that he has not returned with castanets.

*
Car Badges

*

*

*

We have a limited number of car badges in stock and
these are available from Regimental Headquarters at
26s. 9d. each (post free) or 25s. if collected.
*

*

*

*

Regimental Diary 1960
Orders can still be accepted for the 1960 Diary. Prices
are :—
Wallets complete with pencils
16/ Id.
Leather Bound
5/ 7d.
Plexcide

5/ 5d.
Refills

2/10d.
*

*

*

*

Past & Present Association Lapel Badges
A new stock has been obtained and these can be pur
chased at 3s. each from Regimental Headquarters.

GOLD MEDAL and TRENCH GASCOIGNE
Prize Essay Competition, 1959
Prize — Thirty guineas and Gold Medal

Closing date — 16th November, 1959
Subject:—
1. NATO was established in order to secure Europe
against Soviet aggression; so far this has been achieved.
Soviet aggression is, however, taking place beyond the
boundaries of NATO. Can this best be halted by ex
tending the sphere of influence of NATO or is there a
need for some global organisation to embrace existing
alliances such as NATO, SEATO and the Baghdad
Pact ?
or
2. " Seapower will be vital for the Western Alliance
in any future allout contest between East and West "
(Field Marshal Montgomery). Discuss this in the light
of the Communist threat.
General conditions for this essay competition are contained
in AC1 82/1959. B.43/23/3.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Sep. 19lh—Annual Social Gathering at Maidstone.

*

Social and Personal
We offer our congratulations to Major Guy Weymouth
on having the honour of being selected to represent the
Regiment at the Memorial Service to Sir John Moore at
Corunna on the 31st July, and at the same time paying hom

*

*

*

*

Colonel " Willie" is up in the Lake District killing
salmon (we hope). He deserves a good holiday as his job is
no sinecure, more so now with amalgamation in the offing.
The least we can wish him is good health, good weather
and a shoal of cock salmon as big as porpoises.
Last year something happened to his waders. Let's hope
he has better luck this time.
*

*

*

*

The Annual Reunion this year was an unqualified suc
cess. It was grand to see so many old warriors on the
parade ground once again.
The presence of so many old officers gave, and always
gives, pleasure to the ranks whom they commanded in good
times and bad, and, of course, produced the usual stock of
reminiscences, not all of them complimentary, but good
stories like good wine need no bush.
"The Colonel" evinced a great deal of pleasure and
consolation from his new tankard. We hope that he will
always have the wherewithal to keep it filled to the brim.
It was pleasant too, to see Lt.Col. Argles and some
other ranks from The Buffs. Their being with us augurs
well for the future.
*

*

*

*

The Visitors' Book has been well patronised since
the last issue of the Q.O.G.
A Regimental Conference accounted for the names of
the following:—
Maj.Gen. Dennis Talbot, Lt.Cols. Bobby Flint, Nor
man Edwards, Kip Pardington and " Charley " Chaplin,
Major Crumplin and Captain Neve. A goodly array.
Major George Duffield (" It's that man again")
appended his name on relinquishing his Commission. We
will now have a respite from picture postcards from the
Seychelles, Zanzibar and other far away places.
The following officers signed on first appointments :
Messrs. Barnes, Sluce and Gillingham. We wish them a
happy stay in the family of the Regiment.
Other signatures included :
Majors Archer and Elmslie and Captain Philip Haynes
— on business bent.
Major A. H. Coombes gave his autograph in exchange
for a new Branch Standard for the Sevenoaks Branch of
the Regimental Association.
Major K. S. Keneh, N.P.A White, Esq., and Lt.Col.
Arthur Howe also signed.
*

*

*

*

Major Reg. Love, in addition to " curating " is tem
porarily engaged in the game of " gozintas," doing what
comes naturally. In case our readers are not au fait with
the game of " gozintas " : It is the arithmetical game of our
youthful days. Two goes into four twice; Three goes into
six twice and so on. He is hoping the Regimental Accounts
balance and that there is sufficient cash in the Bank to fill his
requirements,
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BIRTHS
UPTON.—On June 10th, at Edgware Hospital, to Frances
(nee Wass), wife of Maj. T. V. Upton, M.B.E. (late
R.W.K.), a daughter (Caroline Anne).
WARING.—Cn June 13th, at the B.M.H., Nicosia, to
Myra (nee Hoare), wife of Maj. H. B. H. Waring,
The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regt., a son.
NEVE.—On July 14th, at Louise Margaret Hospital,
Aldershot, to Qenise (nee Pascoe), wife of Capt.
Richard Neve, R.W.K., a daughter, sister for Patricia.

FORTHCOMING MARRIAGE
GRAHAM—MANN.—A marriage has been arranged
between Commander Fergus Stuart Graham, of Esk,
son of the late Lt.Col. Frederick Graham, 57th
(Middlesex) Regt., and Awdrey E. A. Mann, daughter
of the late Capt. Horace Mann, The Queen's Own
Royal West Kent Regt.

MARRIAGES
HARLEY—BRUCE—Sheila Marie Bruce, 'daughter of
Maj. C. W. Bruce, Gorseway, Romford, Essex, to
Edgar John Harley, son of Mr. and Mrs. C. Harley,
Heather Glen, Romford, at St. Edward's Church,
Rcmford Market, Essex, on 20th June, 1959.

DEATHS

WOODCOCK.—We regret to record the death of Pie.
J. D. Woodcock which took place on 28th July, 1959,
as a result of a motorcycle accident at Langley,
Maidstone.
BROOME.—The death took place at Ighlham Common
on 28th July, 1959, of Mr. F. Broome, late of The
London Scottish Regt. 'Dickie' was for a short time
clerk at Regimental Headquarters and was most
popular during his brief stay with us. We offer our
sympathy to his widow and children.

OBITUARY
JACKSON.—Mr. Gilbert Edward Jackson, O.B.E., a for
mer adviser to the Governors of the Bank of England
and an economics consultant in Canada, died at his
Ihome
at
Toronto at
the
age
of
69.
He
was born at Hedon, Yorkshire, and educated at Den
stone and St. John's College, Cambridge. In 1911 he
went to Canada as a lecturer in economics in the
University of Toronto where he was later a professor.
He was economist to the Bank of Nova Scotia from
1927 and in 1935 he became an adviser to the Bank
of England. Returning to Canada in 1939 he set up
as an economics consultant as head of Gilbert Jack
son and Associates, and he served on several public
boards. He wrote An Economist Confession of Faith
in 1935 and his firm issued a series of memoranda
for postwar planners. During the First World War
Jackson served in the ranks with The Royal West
Kent Regt. and was commissioned in The Loyal
North Lancashire Regt. He was twice married.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The wedding took place at Saltwood Parish Church,
recently, between Miss Juliet M. Lovell, 55, Brockhill
Road, Hythe, daughter of Lt.Col. 1. R. Lovell, The
Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regt., and Mrs. Lovell,
and Mr. J, H. C Whicker, of Hove.

Dear Sir,
1 feel that 1 must write and thank everyone at the
Depot for such a wonderful time 1 had at the 21st Annual
Reunion on the 26th July, 1959.
1 wish to give a special thank you to C.S.M. King and
Sgt. Scrivens for the kindness shown to me whilst with
them. They did everything possible to make my stay a
happy one.
This is the first time 1 have attended a Reunion as a
civilian since my discharge in October 1949. Needless to
say I now know what I have missed. 1 am unable to put
into words the pleasure it gave me to see so many old
friends, and once again march behind such fine gentlemen
and officers who I "once had the pleasure to serve under,
in peace time and on active service.
1 was glad to have the honour of speaking to the
Colonel of the Regiment and Lady Oliver. It seems
strange when I recall the fact that it was as far back as
1928 when I last saw him as Capt. Adjutant to the 2nd.
Bn. in Guernsey, and they were happy days.
I should like to, also through the Gazette, send my
best wishes to all old members of the 1st, 6th and 2nd
Bns. who were not able to attend the Reunion, and 1 look
forward to seeing them at one of our Reunions in years
to come. Last, but not least, 1 feel that no matter what
takes place in the Army of tomorrow, the "Queen's Own"
will live on.
May I now close once again thanking everyone
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present on the day of the 26th July, 1959, for making it
such a success. I will always remember that happy week
end.
Yours sincerely,
C. W. J. T1TLEY, Ex. C.Q.M.S.
No. 6340526.
Dear Sir,
I am writing to thank you for giving me. the chance
to come to the Reunion. 1 had a wonderful weekend and
enjoyed every minute of it, and hope I shall be able to
come again next year if the Depot is still there. It was
most pleasing to me to see how the old comrades meet
and enjoy telling their old friends the old stories and 1
was pleased to see several whom I got to know last year.
Thanking you once again, I remain yours sincerely,
late Pte. F. BARNES,
No. 454 R.W. Kent Regt.
I shall be 80 years old this December.

PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS
Extracts from London Gazette
REGULAR ARMY
Capt. S. R. O'R Shearburn (375954) to be Maj., 7th May,
1959.
Capt. E. C. S. Osborne (308442) to be Maj., 7th March,
1959.
Capt. V. C. Abplanalp (327970) to be Maj., 2nd February,
1959, with seniority only to 9th May, 1958.
2/Lt. M. J. Clinch (455178) to be Lt., 7th July, 1959.
Lt. I. D. Pybus (430423) to be Capt., 31st July, 1959.
Short Service Commission
Maj. G. W. Duffield (126810) (Empl. List 4) relinquishes
his commn. on completion of service, 1st August,
1959, and is granted the hon. rank of Maj.
2/Lt. Patrick Alan Hardy Poulsom (460496) from Reg.
Army Nat. Ser. List to be 2/Lt., 16th May, 1959, for
service with the Ghana Army.
National Service List
23579535 Cadet Patrick Alan Hardy Poulsom (460496) to
be 2/Lt., 18th April,, 1959.
2351598 Cadet David Gilchrist Wilson (460509) to be
2/Lt., 18th April, 1959.
23587496 Cadet Martin Stephen Barnes (460824) to be
2/Lt., 16th May, 1959.
Regular Army Reserve of Officers—Class III
Lt. W. R. Allison (438157) from A.E. Res. of Offrs. Nat.
Serv. List, to be Lt., 4th August, 1959, retaining his
present seniority
Lt. S. B. BestShaw (438167) from A.E. Res. of Offrs.
Nat. Serv. List to be Lt., 4th August, 1959, retaining
his present seniority.
Lt. R. S. Whitmore (435951) from A.E. Res. of Offrs.
Nat. Serv. List to be Lt., 5th May, 1959, retaining
his present seniority.
Lt. D. M. Turner (435954) from T.A. Nat. Serv. List to
be Lt., 15th April, 1959, retaining his present senior
ity.

Army Emergency Reserve of Officers
National Service List
Lt. G. J. Willett (432803) from Res. of Offrs. Class III to
be Lt., 26th March, 1959, with seniority 2nd February,
1956.
2/Lt. B. C. Humphreys (459024) from Reg. Army Nat.
Serv. List to be 2/Lt., 2nd June, 1959, with seniority
13th December, 1958.
2/Lt. J. B. Coles (454544) to be Lt., 9th July, 1959.
Emergency Commissions
All officers holding Emergency Commissions in Her
Majesty's Land Forces Who /have (been released from
military duty and have attained the age of 45 years on
30th June, 1959, relinquish such commissions with effect
from that date and are granted as from that date the
honorary rank which was officially notified to them on
their release from active military duty.
TERRITORIAL ARMY
2/Lt. Michael Stewart Taylor (456152) from A.E. Res. of
Offrs. Nat. Serv. List, Surreys, to be 2/Lt., 29th May,
1959, with seniority 10th May, 1958.
Lt. Lewis Anthony Stanford Tizard (445644) (Res. of
Offrs.) to be Lt., 21st April, 1959, with seniority 7th
December, 1956.
Lt. P. M. J. George (424536) to be Capt., 21st May, 1959.
Lt. M. V. Nyren (429519) is granted the actg. rank of
Capt., 21st May, 1959.
Lt. P. J. MorleyJacobs (429532) is granted the acting rank
of Capt., 21st May, 1959.
Territorial Army Reserve of Officers
Lt. H. S. Wynnes (40441) having exceeded the age limit
ceases to belong to the T.A. Res. of Offrs., 23rd May,
1959, and is granted the hon. rank of Capt.
Maj. (hon. Lt.Col.) W. E. Crankshaw, T.D., (70506)
having exceeded the age limit, ceases to belong to the
T.A. Res. of Offrs., 11th July, 1959, retaining the hon.
rank of Lt.Col.
Maj. (hon. LtCol.) H. M. O. Knox, O.B.E., (91277)
having exceeded the age limit ceases to belong to the
T.A. Res. of Offrs., 11th July, 1959, retaining the hon.
rank of Lt.Col.
Lt. G. E. Pedgrift (427405) from Active List to be Lt.,
11th June, 1959, retaining his present seniority. ^
Capt. (hon. Maj.) D. G. A. Sanders, T.D., (40830) having
exceeded the age limit ceases to belong to the T.A.
Res. of Offrs., 29th July, 1959, retaining the hon. rank
of Maj.
Special Air Service Regiment
Capt. J. Q. Terry (343100) from R.W.K., to be Capt, 9th
February, 1959, with seniority 1st August, 1955.
4

—

HONOURS AND AWARDS
The Queen has been graciously pleased to give orders
for the following promotion in, and appointment to, the
Most Excellent Order of the British Empire, in recognition
of distinguished service in Cyprus for the period ending
30th June, 1959,
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To be Additional Member of the Military Division
of the said Most Excellent Order—
6354401 Warrant Officer Class 1, Albert George Parker,
The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
The Queen has been graciously pleased to approve
that the following be mentioned, in recognition of gallant
and distinguished services in Cyprus for the period 1st
January to 30th June, 1959—
Capt. K. Dodson (393120) The Queen's Own Royal West
Kent Regiment.

Extract from
"The Peninsular War"
Republished by kind permission of the Editor of the
Army Quarterly.
At Vimiero, Wellesley placed his troops in line on
the hills, the bulk of them on the side away from the
enemy. This was his answer to Napoleon's artillery bar
rage. To the geared French columns in attack, he replied
with an exploitation of his chief asset: the British rifle
man who could shoot straight and fast. * By fighting him
in line, Wellesley achieved 100 per cent, firepower versus
the 33 per cent, which the French gained from column
formation. He also practised fire economy, holding his
fire until almost the point of contact, then loosing a
withering blast followed by a short bayonet counter
attack. Of Vimiero he said: the French came "with more
confidence, and seemed to feel their way less than 1 always
found them to do afterwards. I received them in line,
which they were not accustomed to." A fuller explanation
is found in Allison's "French Revolution".
"Colonel Walker, of the 50th Regt., leading his bat
talion which had only 700 bayonets in the field, unable
by direct resistance in front to withstand the assault of
above 2,000 men in column . . . most skilfully drew it
up obliquely to their advance with the left, against which
they were directed, thrown back. The effect of this was
to expose the flank as well as front of the French column
to the British fire, almost every shot of which told in their
crowded ranks, while a small number only would return
the discharge and the numerous ranks in rear were per
fectly useless. When the order to charge was given, the
British regiment in line came down in compact order on
the French column partly in front and partly in flank,
and in the attempt to depl.oy and form line to withstand
the levelled steel they, the French, almost unavoidably
broke and fled. This method of resisting the French
attack in column was frequently afterwards employed by
Wellington, and always with the same success . .
* Wellington had other weapons, including Maj.
Henry Shrapnel's "explosive shell loaded with lead shot"
— device he put iittle faith in. Nor was he to prove
receptive later in the campaign to a British Marine who
demonstrated "a new exercise of the bayonet, which is
to render a British soldier equal to 12 Frenchmen."
Another Marine, appearing with an idea for an "artificial
hill" to facilitate reconnaissance, was similarly rebuffed,
as was a Portuguese who "proposed to burn the French
army by means of convex glasses."

BT APPOINTMENT TO HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN
OOLDSWITH1 & CROWN JEWELLERS

Your Regimental Badge
GARRARD & CO. LTD.
(formerly The Goldsmiths <$_
Silversmiths Company Ltd.) have
for many years specialised
in the production of
badge jewellery.

Royal W e i t Kent Regiment
Whit* and Yellow Gold and Enamel

White and Yellow Geld and [name,

Homi £9.2.6
Export £6.17.6

Home £17.17,6
Export £13.2.6

Here is illustrated the badge
of your Regiment,
fashioned into a brooch, and
produced in gold and enamel.
If desired, these very attractive
brooches can be set with
diamonds or other precious stones
for which designs and estimates
are submitted without charge.
Great care is taken to ensure
correctness of detail, and expert
workmanship is assured.

GARRARD & CO. LTD.
Crown Jewellers
formerly THE GOLDSMITHS &

SILVERSMITHS COMPANY LTD.

112 REGENT STREET  LONDON  W.i
TELEPHONE: RECENT 3021
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Freedom of Timaru City for Canterbury Regt.
Historic Ceremony Held at Caroline Bay

T

HE freedom of the City of Timaru was conferred on the
Canterbury Regiment yesterday by the Mayor (Mr.
R. E. White). The military ceremony which was woven
around the function, and enacted in front of the Sound
Shell, held the interest of thousands of spectators who
appeared to be most impressed with the dignity of the
occasion and the precision of the guard of honour. The
regimental band was also in attendance and enhanced the
pageantry with tuneful playing and fine military bearing.
" It is with the utmost pleasure that I address you this
afternoon to convey the greetings of the citizens of Timaru
on the occasion of the granting of the freedom of the City
to the Canterbury Regiment," said the Mayor. " It is
particularly appropriate that this grant should be made in
the year that South Canterbury is celebrating its centennial,
while in a few months the regiment will also achieve the
centenary of its foundation."
The custom of granting the freedom of a city dated
back for many centuries. With the passing of the years
the privileges conferred had been altered by Parliament
until today the custom was recognised as a dignified and
satisfactory way for a municipality to honour a distin
guished regiment or other organisation.
This is the first occasion on which the freedom of the
city of Timaru has been granted,and again I say how appro
priate it is that a regiment with such close associations with
Timaru and South Canterbury for so many years should be
the first worthy recipient of the honour."
The Mayor made mention of the South Canterbury
men who had commanded the regiment. He listed them
as Lieutenantcolonels Barclay (Waimate), Newman Wilson
(Timaru), S. D. Mason (Timaru), Lindsay Inglis (Timaru)
and the present commander (LieutenantColonel J. W.
Rolleston). The Mayor also mentioned that MajorGeneral
Sir Harold Kippenberger had commanded the regiment
from 1936 to 1939.
As honorary colonel of the regiment, Brigadier J. T.
Burrows thanked the Mayor, city councillors and the
citizens of Timaru l'or the great honour conferred on the
regiment.
" lt is an honour which I know is not given lightly, and
I assure you it is accepted by the regiment with a full
appreciation of what it means," he said. " It is all the more
appropriate that it is given and accepted in the year that
both the city of Timaru and the regiment celebrate their
100th birthday."
Granting the freedom of the city to a military unit
was a custom which was based on English tradition. In
the United Kingdom certain boroughs had by statute, the
light to admit as honorary freemen " persons of distinction
and persons who have rendered eminent service to the
borough." Associated with this right was the right of con
ferring on a military regiment the freedom of the city. It
was an honour which was essentially for the unit as whole.
There were no special rights or privileges for the
individual, said Brigadier Burrows. The two requirements

that a mayor and council would consider before granting
such a high honour to a regiment would be faithful service
in peace and war and long and close association with the
city. In both respects the Canterbury Regiment did indeed
qualify.
LieutenantColonel Rolleston presented a plaque to
the city on behalf of the officers, noncommissioned officers
and men of the regiment.
Engraved on the plaque is the crest and motto of the
regiment. The main figure in this is a white crane which
was the personal crest of one of the first colonels of the
regiment, and which he allowed the regiment to adopt. This
is surrounded by fern fronds to show that the regiment is
a New Zealand unit, and surmounting the crest is a crown
symbolising the regiment's loyalty to Her Majesty the
Queen.
The motto is in Maori and reads "Ake, ake, kia kaha"
(" we will fight on for ever and ever ") On both sides of
the crest and motto arc the regiment's battle honours.
The battle honours, said LieutenantColonel Rolleston,
showed that the regiment had taken part either as a unit or
in smaller numbers in almost all the fighting in which New
Zealand infantry had been engaged.
He asked the Mayor to accept the plaque from officers,
N.C.O.s and men both past and present, in commemoration
of the great honour that the city had conferred on the
regiment.
The town clerk read the charter which was handed to
Brigadier Burrows by the Mayor. Captain B. A. Richards
(Timaru) received the charter from Brigadier Burrows, and
was charged to guard it until such times as his obligation
would be discharged by rightful transfer to his successor.
The Mayor made a presentation of a cigarette case to
the regiment on behalf of the citizens of Timaru, this being
accepted by LieutenantColonel Rolleston.
After three cheers for the regiment, the band played
the National Anthem and the guard and band paraded
from the Bay to the Drill Shed, the route being crowded by
spectators.
At the start of the function the band entertained with a
30 minutes programme. The Mayor and the town clerk,
accompanied by the commander of the 3rd Infantry Brigade
(Brigadier T. B. Morton, D.S.O., O.B.E., E.D.), the colonel
of the Canterbury Regiment (Brigadier Burrows) and the
commanding officers (LieutenantColonel J. W. Rolleston,
M.B.E., E.D.) then arrived for an inspection of the guard
by the Mayor. The guard comprised 48 Regular Force
men from Burnham Camp under the command of Major
J. R. M. Barker (Geraldine) and Lieutenant C. G. Wood
(Winchester).
The colour party consisted of Lieutenant P. A. Mullins
(Timaru), the bearer of the colour, and Warrant Officer II
J. Morgan and Sergeant T. A. Baker (escorts). Lieutenants
J W. Verity and T. R. Malthus, both of Timaru, comprised
the escort for the Mayor.
From The City of Timaru Herald.
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150th Anniversary of the Battle of Corunna
By Major G. U. Weymouth, M.B.E.

O

N 23rd July, the Colonel of the Regiment telephoned
to say that I was to have the honour of representing
the Queen's Own at a Celebration which was to be held in,
Corunna to mark the 150th Anniversary of the Battle and
the death of Sir John Moore.
Early next morning we took off from Northolt in two
Hastings of R.A.F. Transport Command and four hours
later put down, on an airfield surrounded by 2,000 ft. hills
near the ancient city of Santiago.
The British Military attache from Madrid, Brigadier
P. H. GravesMorris, D.S.O., M.C. (late of the Worcester
shire Regiment) and a representative body of 48th
Regiaminto de Artilleria who were to be our hosts during
the next ten days, met us on the tarmac and we then em
bussed for the thirty odd miles to La Coruna.
The Artillery Regiment were out in force to greet
our arrival and whilst quarters were being allotted, much
handshaking and toasting in Cognac heralded what was to
become a continuous round of receptions, cocktail parties
and the like in the crowded days to come. Both officers and
men; were put into spacious quarters and although no one
understood a word of the language we very soon settled in
and made a lot of friends among our hospitable hosts.
On the following day three destroyers of 3rd Destroyer
Squadron—SAINTES, ARMADA, and CAMPERDOWN
(Captain Otto Steiner, R.N.) arrived in port and at once gave
a mammoth cocktail party on board, jointly with the Army,
for all the VIP's of the City. The guest lists which had been
drawn up by the ViceConsul looked rather like a nominal
roll of some ancient Spanish Court and one needed two
lines on which to print their colourful names on the invita
tion cards.
In my view, our ten day visit was highlighted by three
main events. Firstly—the Battlefield tour—Secondly—the
ceremony at Sir John Moore's tomb and thirdly—the Bull
fight. 1 will deal briefly with each in turn.

The Battle of ELVINIA (or CORUNNA as we know it)
About 14 miles from La Coruna (Corunna) is a small
cluster of houses known as Elvinia and it is by that name
the Spaniards associate the battle of Corunna.
Apart from one or two new houses, the village remains
exactly as it stood 150 years ago and during the most lucid
commentary by an exceptionally good speaker (a Major
from Spanish Army H.Q. Staff) I found, with the help of
Arthur Bryant, that I could easily follow the course of the
action in which the 50th played so prominent a part.
To begin with I must remind you of the background
picture.
At the end of 1808 a British expeditionary force under
command of Sir John Moore set out from Corunna and the
Portuguese frontier with the task of harassing Napoleon's
Grand Army operating in Spain.
This threat to his communications forced Napoleoni to
detach a large force under Marshal Soult, then marching
on Madrid, with a view to driving the British into the sea.
After a gruelling series of forced marches over the moun
tains in midwinter Moore's troops were suffering severely

from exposure and starvation. Furthermore the much
vaunted Spanish resistance to the in.vader now proved a
complete myth and the British Army was in grave danger
of being surrounded by vastly superior forces.
Moore therefore decided to withdraw North West of
Corunna and ordered his transports to meet him there on
14th January, 1809.
Continually harried by their pursuers, the straggling
column of Sir John's weary and frostbitten army at last
arrived at their port of embarkation only to find that their
transports had been weather bound at Vigo some 60 miles
to the South.
The depleted forces amounting to about 12,000 had no
alternative now but to turn and light and under cover of
the most determined rearguard action by Lord Paget's
Cavalry, Moore set about disposing his brigades on a semi
circle of low hills ringing the port.
Having clambered over every hill of the ground I can
well appreciate the difficulties our red coats must have

Corunna representatives on parade. On the extreme
left — Mr. Craven — in front — Major Weymouth
encountered when they attempted to dig themselves in on
the rocky scrub and heather overlooking the tiny village
of Elvinia.
It was 15th January and during all that day the
defenders were feverishly preparing for an onslaught by
overwhelming forces.
The French soon reached some high ground 600 yards
away from and overlooking our positions and they dragged
a score of heavy artillery pieces on to a hill which
dominated Bairds' positions above Elvinia.
On the evening of the 16th the French attacked in
three columns supported by a hail of cannon from his
heavy battery. It is unnecessary for me here to repeat the
action which followed—much of which is explained in
some detail by Colonel Chaplain in his account of the
battle. In short, the enemy was finally put to flight and
our troops were successfully embarked during the night.
I visited the small church and the priests' house nearby
where Napier and Stanhope fought so desperately during
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the dingdong battle for this vital point of vantage. (Elvinia
changed hands six times on this day).
I scrambled up the very same steep slope which Napier
and his small band of volunteers scaled in an attempt to
silence the heavy battery.
I saw the place where Sir John Moore is alleged to
have been struck down by the cannon ball which caused
his death. (It seems to me that his tactical headquarters

pipes and drums of the Gordons marched to the burial
place of this great soldier which lies in its own pleasant
garden (San Carlos) in the Old City.
On arrival at the gardens, detachments formed a square
around the tomb railings and after speeches delivered by
the Spanish Captain General of the Military area and by
the British Military Attache, the Spaniards played the
National Anthems of both countries. (We could not do
it on the pipes ! So their band had to sit up all night re
hearsing).
There followed the laying of wreaths. The Captain
General laid one on behalf of the Spanish Army. Brigadier
GravesMorris laid one on behalf of the Army Council
and then in turn each of the regiments represented laid
theirs.
Our own wreath consisted of laurel leaves and flowers
arranged in regimental colours with a card tied to it with
regimental ribbon and inscribed :—
" In memory of Sir John Moore and his "Majors"
Napier and Stanhope and of those of the 50th who fell
with him in the Battle of Corunna, January 16th,
1809."
The pipes then played a lament followed by the long
Reveille.
Finally the whole parade marched past the Spanish
General to the strains of " Cock of the North. "

The Bull Fight
The Mayor of Corunna invited all the British guests
to the V.I.P. seats at the " Plaza De Toros " on two con
secutive days.
Gerald Osborne of the Daily Mail first gave a know
ledgeable lecture to all ranks on the history and intricacies
of this peculiar brand of blood sport and as it was my first
experience of such things, 1 was glad to go properly briefed.
Spain's No. 1 Torero, Don Miguel Dominguin was
billed as the star turn but we soon learned that he had been
seriously gored by a bull on the previous day and would
be L.O.B.
Without going into any of the gory details, suffice to
say that by the end of the two days the score was 12—0 to
the bull fighters which seemed to me to be rather a one
sided affair, even though one matador was bowled over a
couple of times and another was hooked in the thigh.
I am told that you either like bull fighting or you don't
—I did not.

Some Reflections at Random
Major Weymouth places the wreath on the
Corunna Memorial
was a bit further forward than the Staff College would have
advocated for the CommanderinChief).
We walked the whole course of the battle and I found
it to be a most interesting experience. My chest really
swelled with pride when our narrator announced to the
many spectators present that the brunt of the fighting in
this battle was undoubtedly bourne by Bentincks' Brigade
and the 50th in particular. (He knew all about Napier and
Stanhope).
Well done—the " Corunna Majors. " I shall drink
to you in future with a more intimate knowledge of your
gallant exploits.

Memorial Service at Sir John Moore's Toinb
On 30th July, the whole British Contingent together
with a detachment of the Spanish Army and all led by the

1. Very friendly feelings towards the British Contingent
were demonstrated by our hosts throughout the visit.
2. The fireworks display which marked the beginning
of their Annual Festival was the best I've ever seen.
3. True to "Maddog" form, we had to learn the
hard way that when evening begins at midnight, you've got
to fit in a siesta somewhere during the twentyfour hours of
each day.
4. The Spaniards had obviously heard about the
Englishman's love of beer. It took us a long time to con
vince them that we don't usually have our pint at breakfast
time !
5. It would perhaps have been more tactful if the
French Navy had picked another week to visit Corunna.
6. Captain Stenier in H.M.S. Saintes and the ships'
crew cf the other two destroyers which brought us all home
on 5th August were delighted to hear the pipes of the
Gordons play, as we steamed into Plymouth Sound—" The
Saints Come Marching In. "
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UNE has been a rela
tively
uneventful
month, which is perhaps
fortunate in view of the
printing strike and the
possibility
that Q.O.G.
correspondence may have
to be reduced consider
ably and this editorial
must equally be shorter
than normal. We apologise
to our readers, that all will
realise that this time it is
genuinely due to reasons
outside our control.
In Cyprus the political
scene continues to be
superficially peaceful and
progressive and in spite of
periodic standbys during
large political rallies, there
have been few incidents
and none which have been beyond normal civil police con
trol. Town patrols are still maintained nightly and do
much to prevent provocative incidents between hooligans
and troops.
It has therefore been possible to continue normal train
ing and preparations for classification during July when
we have more ranges than normal but still not enough for
all our needs. However it is hoped that by the time the
Battalion goes home, most men will have classified and
passed the necessary P.E. and Educational tests to prevent
their star classification being reduced.
With the departure of the Advance Party in about four
weeks time (July 28th, H.M.T. Dilwara), everyone's eyes
are looking to England more and more and plans for the
departure of the main body are now well advanced and
they are due to leave Cyprus in the Devonshire on Septem
ber 29th arriving in Southampton on about October 8th.
It is hoped that special arrangements can be made for the
units' return to the United Kingdom and these will be pub
lished in these pages in due course.
We heartily congratulate Miss Kay Long, our untiring
W.V.S. helper, on being mentioned in Despatches during
the month for gallant and distinguished services during the
Emergency in Cyprus. This was a most welcome award
and thoroughly well deserved. One remembers only too
well how, at the height of the Emergency, when bombs and
shootings were prevalent in the Old City of Nicosia, Miss
Long used to visit the shops in the Old City with long
lists of Christmas shopping for most of the men, in spite
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of several warnings that it was not advisable or safe for
her to go to the town too often. Many parents and girl
friends have cause to thank Miss Long for presents which
the men would have been unable, otherwise, to buy, be
cause of operations or restriction on movement.
During the month we were visited by the Director of
Operations and as most of the Battalion were out on train
ing there was little opportunity for him to talk to or meet
many soldiers.
The Band departed for Paphos about a week before
the Queen's Birthday Parade and played for the Durham
Light Infantry on a number of occasions and apparently
managed to maintain the correct time, as the Commanding
Officer of the D.L.I, wrote a glowing report of their playing.
Nevertheless we understand that the Band took the pre
caution of getting on to the parade ground in their own
time, and before the main body of Light Infantrymen
marched on.
At about the same time Support Company took part
in a very successful and effective Fire Power demonstration
for a number of Israelian V.I.P.'s and Officers, which was
also watched by most V.I.P.'s in the island.
Sport has continued and hopes are high for a success
ful cricket season and we hope to win the island champion
ship just before the unit leaves.
Finally we welcome 2/Lt. Barnes and his draft and
hope they enjoy their short stay in Cyprus.
The month of July has been a very eventful one for
the Battalion.
Of first importance was the departure of Col. Bobby
Flint who has now handed over Command to Col. Twink
Gwilliam. Col. Bobby has had an unbroken tour of nearly
five years with the 1st Battalion, initially as Secondin
Command and during the last two and a half years as
Commanding Officer.
This period has seen the Battalion in many moments
of stress and in many stations—Luneburg. Dover, Bulford,
Egypt and finally a selection of more (or less) salubrious
spots in Cyprus. Jt is also worthy of note that for half
this time the Battalion has been on active service.
Sad though we are at his departure. Col. Bobby has
had a long and exacting tour and we hope that he will
find his new appointment at H.Q. Allied Forces Central
Europe less exacting if equally interesting and we wish him
the very best of luck.
We have also had to say other farewells this month—
to Maj. Blick Waring and to Maj. Bertie Blake. The
former is exchanging immaculate K.D. for, we expect,
equally immaculate City suit, bowler and umbrella in
Whitehall. Here, we are given to understand, he is likely
to have considerable influence on the possible future activi
ties of 1 R.W.K. We wish him good luck and shall hope
to see him regularly.
It is perhaps not inappropriate to wish good luck to
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Maj. Bertie Blake—to our knowledge over many years, he
has always taken such precautions against bad luck that
luck has ceased to be a factor. When laid before him, the
knottiest of " Q " tangles have miraculously become mere
cats' cradles " before your very eyes. " We hope that his
tour with the 4th/5th Battalion will be a happy one and also
look forward to seeing him again in Shornclilfe as often
as his onerous duties permit.
The departure of Mrs. Flint, Mrs. Waring and Mrs.
Blake must also be recorded with reluctance. We should
like to thank them all for the tremendous interest they have
taken and help they have given in the Battalion's activities.
Farewell parties have of course been many and can
not (and perhaps should not) be recorded in detail. To
mention a few, the C.O., Maj. Waring and Maj. Blake were
formally dined out in the Officers' Mess. The Corporals'
Club and the Warrant Officers and Sergeants' Mess also
" saw them off " if somewhat less formally.
The day of Col. Flint's departure was quite memorable.
After entertaining him in the Club, the corporals carried
him in a form of Sedan Chair to the Officers' Mess where,
after a short " sharpener," he was met by the Warrant
Officers and Sergeants. He was invited to mount an
animal of the country and was escorted thereon to the
Mess by the Drums. His rebound, in a seat suspended from
a Scammell, was also in company with the Drums. He
was finally towed out of camp in a Land Rover by the
Officers. Not the least impressive part of these ceremonies
was played by temporary, acting, unpaid, untrained Drum
Major Waring who nearly fooled everyone—except the
Drums.
On July 27th, the Battalion Advance Party under Maj.
Pat Elggod embarked in the Dilwara for Shorncliffe. They
should be firmly ensconced there by the time these notes
appear. The Band was in attendance to play them into
their lighter and also played away 3rd Battalion the
Grenadier Guards who were sailing in the same ship. The
previous week a Battalion party was held in the " Invicta "
openair theatre, to say goodbye to the Advance Party. This
included tombola, a talentspotting contest, and the Dance
Band under the direction of Mr. Watkins. Judging from
the empties there was also some beer but the ungrateful
audience had scoffed the lot before the Band had stopped
blowing and were ready to suck. The chief event was the
presentation to Miss Kay Long, W.V.S., of a wireless set,
by the private soldiers of the Battalion.
In view of the early departure of so many officers who
had served for a long time in Cyprus, the Officers' Mess
farewell party was held on July 22nd. This took the form
of a cocktail party and buffet supper in the garden of the
Officers' House at Kyrenia. The garden was quite trans
formed under the eye of Maj. Ian Macmillan and with the
very willing assistance of Sgt. Lockyear and the Mess Staff,
Mr. Neil Pearce, Sgt. Gates and the AntiTank Platoon.
Some 250 guests attended and we were honoured by the
presence of the Governor and Lady Foot and of the
Director of Operations, General Darling.
On the following day, the CommanderinChief, Lieut.
General Sir Roger Bower, K.C.B., K.B.E., paid the Battalion
a flying visit. He saw training being carried out by " D "
Coy., Sp. Coy. and the M.T. and met most of the Warrant
Officers and Sergeants over coffee in the Mess.
Congratulations to the following on their awards for

good work in Cyprus during the Emergency:
Capt. K. Dodson — Mentioned in Despatches.
R.S.M. A. G. Parker — M.B.E.
C/Sgt. G. Levett — C.inC's. Certificate.
Strange as it may seem, time has also been found this
month to classify most of the Battalion on the rifle and
some on the L.M.G., to find the I.S. Coy. in Nicosia and
the lifesaving piquet at 6 mile beach, Kyrenia; to begin
back loading stores; to attend Battalion and Brigade
Officers' Days and to carry out a considerable amount of
other training. To fill in the gaps there has always been
swimming—and routine guards and duties.
The departure of so many key men with the Advance
Party will throw a heavier load on those that remain. There
will be plenty of work to keep us going until the end of
September.

"A"

COMPANY

Company H.Q.
This month H.Q., after spending a week at Orga, re
turned to C.B.S. camp, and almost immediately were called
upon to show their paces on the range at Athalassa, to
classify on the S.L.R. rifle. The results obtained although
not brilliant, were at least above average, to the dismay of
certain members of the platoons, who think all we are able
to do is to check rifles, and laundry and pound the keys of
our very dilapidated typewriter.
During the next week, a tide of panic swept Coy. H.Q.,
the reason the Coy. Admin. This gave certain people the
chance to pull apart stores, offices, etc., to the great dismay
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of all those who work therein. Although everyone seemed
pleased with the results.
This month finished on a sad note. Pte. Ray " Drag "
Harris left for England and demob. He was a real
character and will be missed by all. In wishing him all
the best in " Civvy " Street, we also welcome to " A " Coy.
Major E. Osborne, late of " B " Coy. We hope his stay
will be long and happy.
The last week of the month was spent at Paphos Gate
Police Station where H.Q.. besides doing a normal days
work, helped out the Platoons with such things as Town
Patrols.
In all a very pleasant month, which incidentally brings
us 31 days nearer " Blighty. "

1 Platoon
After returning from a week of training by the sea
at ORGA, the Company again enjoyed the luxury of Duty
Company. This happy week passed only too quickly and
on Sunday we learned that we were due lo spend a week
on SLR Classification down at Athalassa Range.
At the unearthly hour of 3 o'clock on Monday morn
ing we were dragged from our beds, and bundled into
3 tonners and we all set off for Athalassa. To everyone's
delight we were first to go down the butts. At first we
thought that a mistake had been made, because all we
could see was a row of small 'windmills', but on closer
inspection we found that these objects were in fact target
holders. To describe the butts as ancient would be an
understatement: there were arrow and spear holes in most
of the targets, and small captions written on the walls,
one of which said, "Sir Richard the Lion Heart fired here."
Seriously it was really hard work down in those butts,
and it was estimated that most men put on at least 2
inches of muscle.
When it came to the platoon's turn to fire, we again
set the standard for the rest of the Company, Ken Sims
doing some fancy shooting, imitating a shotgun with an
SLR. The Company Commander said that he had never
seen shooting like this before, and in fact never wanted lo
again. Overall 1 Platoon again had the higher average
score proving again the quality of the "Elite', 1 Platoon.
On the Wednesday of that week the Brigadier came
down to see us. Of course this set the senior N.C.O.s
running around in circles, trying to look busy. But he
seemed pleased, and went off without complaint. Several
people looked relieved.
After our week on the range, we had the privilege of
doing another week of fatigues and guards, and after this
short week of rest, we went back to normal training.
The highlight of this week was a compass exercise,
carried out in the wilderness around Lefkara village. It
was established once and for all that the mysteries of
the compass have not been mastered by 'A' Company.
Some of the Company, especially 1 Platoon, tried to shift
the blame for being 8 hours late back on to Mr. Scouller,
saying that he had made several alterations to the original
plan. Scandalous behaviour, everyone knows that Mr.
Scouller was only "trying to help''.
Anyway, at least the Company learned to live off
the land, if nothing else. With that 1 think this Black
episode in 1 Platoon's career is best forgotten.
Finally we packed up to go to Paphos Gate for a
week of guards and duties. We welcomed Cpl. Guillame
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from 3 platoon: he has taken over the duties of platoon
sergeant from Sgt. Tidy. He thinks he is going to keen
us in order while we are down at Paphos Gate, and after
that, how long he will stand the strain has been the subject
of many bets. Everyone likes it down here because there
is much work to do, which is as good a reason as any for
liking the place.
So before signing off from Paphos Gate we must say
goodbye to our faithful farmer Ken Batchelor, who has
left us for the horrors of 'civvy' street. Goodbye Ken, and
lots of luck.
So until next time, we sign off.
"Demob Happy."

2 Platoon
For the past month the Platoon has been training,
after spending a week down at ORGA. The boys came
back lo what is known as everybody's headache, duty
company. The following week lo everybody's dismay
they found themselves rising at the unearthly hour of
three o'clock in the morning to classify with the S.L.R.s.
After firing application, it could be said that everyone
was awake. Anyway the Platoon did have a marksman
in crack shot Pte. Stolton, who only dropped 1 point out
of a possible 55. Well done.
To come next was a glorified kit check (admin.).
Everyone was flapping about trying to find their gear, but
as always everything turns out O.K., apart from empty
oil bottles, brasso still on buttons, and one or two studs
missing. Hold on a moment, while we look up Pte. Crouts'
diary. What? Duty company again. The usual . . . Well,
C.S.M Bradshaw has got into his stride since joining the
company, Hmmmm. Again we'd like to welcome a few
lucky fellows to the platoon, i.e. Ptes. Keane (Vince),
Clarkson, Moore (Alf.), also Pte. Gander coming from the
(M.T. We all hope they have a good time as long as they
are with us. Weil now we must get down to lucky blighters
who will leave on the advance party, in a few days time.
Our Company Commander Capt. K. Dodson and his
recently acquired batman Pte. Chouls. We hope they have
a good leave, before settling in again ready to receive us
at Shornclilfe. Mark time. As one leaves one replaces,
and into the summit we welcome Maj. Osborne from "B"
Company. We hope he has a happy stay.
Well, that's all you Q.O.G. readers get for this month.
NOT LONG NOW MUMS.
"The Homeseekers."
3 Platoon
It is a bit difficult for your 'Alikeefics' correspondent
lo think of something to write about for if the truth be
known so little has happened since our last edition.
Oh yes, I nearly forgot. The 1st, 2nd and 3rd of this
month were spent at Athalassa Range attempting to
qualify on the S.L.R. I think most of us managed to
acquire the required total. It was a miracle really because
on the third day due to a third 3 o'clock reveille we were
well and truly part of the "Blind Half Hundred". The 'lie
in' on the fourth day was most appreciated. The time
spent on the range was the only training of note during
the first week of the month.
The following week consisted of the routine fatigues
of duty company, and during that time we welcomed
three new members into the elite society of the 'alikeefics'.
These new members were Messrs. 'Nobby' (yet another
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one) Clark, Terry Parsons and Brian Spencer. All the
very best lads.
Just after welcoming the new boys, we said cheerio
to, I quote him, 'a real old sweat'. J regret to" say that
"SID" Clark has left us. His most eccentric hours baffled
everybody but himself and he always became most
exasperated when repeatedly asked to explain them. When
ever he was in camp he could be seen at odd hours of
the day and night laying on his bed dressed in swimming
^ trunks and screaming at the top of his voice 'Days to do,
very few'. To whom he was shouting nobody seems to
know. He was a grand 'mucker' but he was hard of hear
ing without his glasses. He was also short sighted. He
finally departed minus a lot of his golden locks. Beware
civvy street.
At the time of writing the Platoon is stationed at
Paphos Gate for a week. The happenings of our stay
should, we hope, be recorded in next months' edition.
We remain as always 'Alikeefic'.

" C " COMPANY
Company H.Q.
After living in the quiet surroundings of the peaceful
countryside for so long as we have done in the past, the
noises of a metropolis are for some a pleasant sound
(which they will hear plenty of shortly) but others find
if jolly distracting and suffer sleepless nights. We are once
again furnishing the nightly town patrols for Nicosia,
working from Paphos Gate Police Station, which is just
inside the old city.
Having given our present location for this month,
now for the everyday happenings of. Coy. H.Q. Pete
Brooker, our typist, found that whilst performing on the
keys his hair continually obstructed his view, but not
being normal he went sick complaining to the Medical
Officer that his sight was definitely on the decline. Now
having had his hair cut off he looks more like some past
warrior of some Indian tribe, than of a native of Black
heath, and to his surprise his sight is back to normal.
If the Coy. has to face a grave shortage "of paint the
man responsible will be "Andy Cap"' Maxwell. Infor
mation has been received that nightly the Arm stores is a
seething mass of paint with 'Andy Caps' being produced
on any and everybody's kitbag. It is to be hoped that one
doesn't appear on the C.S.M.s kitbag!
7 Platoon
Another month nearer to going home to' U.K., but
still things are going on much the same as before with a
few Stand Bys and some range work to keep us occupied.
Kit bags have all been laboriously painted and this has no
doubt raised tlie morale somewhat.
Cpl. Jock Leiper has left the Platoon to render his
valuable service and experience to No. 8 Platoon; we wish
him the best of British Luck. Pte. Hazeldon has also
left us to go 'chippying' up at the Q.M.S. after being with
us but a few short weeks.
Pte. Blodwin Johns finally leaves in a few days on
demob, we wish him all the best in civvy street. L/Cpl.
Roy Davies and Pte. Stevenson are going to Golden
Sands for a week's rest from duties antl to get themselves
a bit of tan for demob, which they impress upon every
one is not long now. Pte. McDonald has also left our
ranks to become one of those 'All Coppers are ... !'

Pte. Chalky White has recently returned from a week at
FAMAGUSTA taking a Royal Life Saving Society Course
and will now be our Guardian Angel whenever we go
swimming.
We've had a week down in NICOSIA at Paphos Gate.
This duty seems to be coming round more often than ever.
Practically every night we (were on Town Patrols or
Guard and it was quite a relief to get back to C.B.S.
For two Sundays in succession we have been on
Stand By, the first time there was a political meeting in
NICOSIA, but as usual nothing happened. We were com
pensated for missing our day off by going to KYRENIA
the following Monday. . Last Sunday again was spent
standing by at Camp Elizabeth, the home of the XII
Royal Lancers.
To round off, the last few days of this month have
been spent classifying on the SLR at Athalassa Range.
We've been getting up at 0330 hrs. and shooting before
the sun got too hot. The shooting was quite good and
L/Cpl. DAVIES became our only marksman and several
others became First Class shots.
"Lucky Seven."
8 Platoon
Since last month we have seen quite a number of
changes in the Platoon, one way and another. We now
have a platoon sergeant in an old 'C' Company friend,
Sgt. Chitticks, who has returned to us from H.Q. Coy. to
get a grip of "8".
Ex/Ptes. Winkle Williams and Ginger Beer have now
been promoted to Lance Corporals and we all extend our
congratulations to them . both. We welcome newcomers
Ptes. Dean, Downes, 'Marsh and Foreman to our happy
community. As we welcome newcomers we have said
cheerio to old friends. Mr. Valpy has lost his batman
Pte. Billy Hills and No. 1 section has lost Pte. Dave
Jakes and Brian Singer; we are sorry to see them go as
they were some of the most popular men in the platoon,
but we wish them all the best of luck in the land of long
hair and paradise.
The job of Mr. Valpy's batman was open for a few
minutes before Pte. Alec Plowman eagerly seized the
opportunity for a 'scive'.
Of late we have been very busy. The irksome task
of duty company was followed closely by town duties
at Paphos Gate. This week the Company have fired their
SLR Classification and the results were good with, natur
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ally, the best shots in eight platoon! Out of the total of
nine marksmen in the Company, no less than five came
from the Platoon.
9 men from the platoon took part in an Anti Riot
Drill Demonstration for a visiting 'Air Marshal. This also
went well but the accurate stone throwing of the 12 Royal
Lancers who provided the crpwd made it hazardous as
well as hot work.
The elusive Cpl. Hoppy Hopwood and his henchman
Pte. Nostrus Sid Powell qre still looking very pleased with
themselves and assure us that they have seen the last of
Regimental duties until they get demobbed in September,
as their jobs as Special Branch Guards are still going well.
"Gorringe".
9 Platoon
Another month has passed under the bridge but the
current hasn't appeared to have been as fast as it was for
the previous month.
The order to paint kitbags produced more hard and
patient work than we can remember having seen before
and it gave a large boost to: morale, L/Cpl. Ted Gunn
deserves a mention on this subject for his particularly
artistic effect.
Pte. Wilf Millership has left the Company and dis
appeared into the myriad staff of the Q.M.s department
to be employed on some nameless job. We all wish him
good luck. National Service Group 5718 have been
eagerly waiting for the departure cif their senior draft,
the 5715s. Now that the .latter have left the Island the
former are making themselves almost insufferable with
their incessant cries of 'days to do chaps, etc.'
Besides painting kitbags we have had a very busy
time these last few weeks. We spent a week at Paphos
Gate Police Station doing town duties which proved rather
more prevalent than we anticipated. So much so that we
were glad to get back to C.B.S. at the end of the week
and the arrival of Cpl. Frank Lowe who had been train
ing the new draft, on the last, day, to do the night guard
was heralded by the other N.C.O.s almost as manna from
heaven.
. Last Sunday the platoon was attached to 12th Royal
Lancers for yet another Stand By. While waiting in our
camp in an olive grove for something to happen we
practised antiriot drills with the Lancers for a demon
stration which we were to give to a visiting Air Marshal
the following Friday. During one of the practices Cpl.
Mick Berry was hit in the eye by a stone thrown by the
rioting crowd, realistically acted by the Lancers; his cut
required 3 stitches. Thus ironically the only member of
the platoon who had actual experience of riots in Cyprus
and who had survived them unscathed was not present
for the actual demanstration.
That seems to be all the news for this month worthy
of note so we will sign off.
"The Outlaws".

" D " COMPANY
What daring deeds have Delta Company done during
the last month? Well, it has been another varied and
hectic month. The inevitable week of duty company with
guards on alternate nights is now but a memory and the
highlights of the month—another company camp and a
week of town duties—recall happier times.
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The Company Camp was on the N.W. tip of the
Island at Kormakiti Point and we all agreed that from the
point of view both of training and swimming it was our
best camp yet. There were rocky ledges from which the
expert swimmers could dive into the transparent sea, a
sandy beach for the sunbathers and no more than a
hundred yards from the sheltered waters of the north
coast there was surf rolling in from the West. Our train
ing was made more realistic by the presence of Support
Company detachments. We had two main exercises, the
first an advance to contact where we learned not only
to rely on 88 sets, but to devise alternative signals, and
the second a deliberate attack which brought more life to
the tiny, nearby village of LIVERAS than it has seen for
many a year. Sgt. Quinn bitterly complains that his gal
lantry in supporting 11 Platoon was not reciprocated when
his own platoon was pinned down. It was an inspiring
sight to see the attack started by the platoons "going over
the top." The "top" was a sharp rocky crest which formed
a convenient start line. Considering the early hourj had
we only dribbled a football as we advanced we would
certainly have gained our full 'quota of iV.C.s before
breakfast.
Our week of town duties, based at Paphos Gate on the
walls of the old city, has just ended. It was a popular
week: there was water—hot and cold; bright lights—
from the outside; the muster parades of the auxiliary police
caused daily amusement. We shall be returning for another
short tour.
While not at camp or on town duties, we have been
concentrating on earning our star pay by shooting on the
ranges and enduring the annual hell of Battle Efficiency
Tests. This has meant that to avoid the fierce noonday
heat we have heen rising with the sun (about 4 a.m.) and
working as early as possible; unfortunately we seldom
seem to end early.
One proud victory to our credit which escaped
mention, last time was winning the newly presented inter
Coy. snooker cup. Russell and Perrett earn our congratu
lations for securing this trophy by putting on "top spin"
and "bags of side". Another firm favourite in the W.V.S.
hut is Wilson, wfio has now returned there as a permanent
orderly; his skirt is not a good fit but he can tip a billiard
cue before you can cry "hundred up".
Leave has claimed several protesting victims among
the higher ranks. Sgt. Quinn has just returned from Fama
gusta and both the C.S.M. and Colour Sergeant have been
dragged from their chairs to see the world outside. They
claim it is well earned respite.
We have said farewell to 2/Lt. French who served
us so well during his National Service. After his struggles
with the Company accounts he has wisely decided against
a banking career, but cannot make up his mind whether to
earn his living by keeping poultry (together with receipts
for their purchase) or by selling government surplus
genuine exofficer binoculars. Whatever the final decision
we wish him well and thank him for his good work.
Brown, Pym and Mole have also left for release. Soon they
will realise that "they never had it so good".
To replace them we have received two new drafts,
one new arrival being Pte. Inkpen, whose brother was until
recently our industrious arms storeman. We welcome them
together with 2/Lt. Barnes, who has taken over 10 Platoon,
which has been offiperiess for several months. 2/Lt,
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Whitty is delighted to find another to share the duty of
daily arms check.
We conclude this month with the glad news that we
have a new typewriter to make the lives of our company
clerks complete. It still does unexpected things when some
of the keys marked with mystic symbols are depressed, but
Froud and Long sing "Getting to know you" as they
clatter merrily away and the letters actually appear in a
straight line. Regrettably it cannot spell.

Company H.Q. (The Ticker's Corner)
Shortly, we are to say. a temporary goodbye to two
members of H.Q. Pte. Goldsmth, who was the latest to
join this elite group of intellectuals. And secondly an old
trooper, 'Spud' Taylor, our local pigeon breeder and
general chicken and dog keeper. Operational Taylor, as
he likes to call himself, often remarks "1 was on the
Island when men were needed, not when they were
feeded". 'Spud', as we so affectionately call him, has for
the past few weeks been haunting the company lines with
the joyous shouts of "Days to do". This jack of all
trades leaves behind him many memories and tales, which
he will no doubt relate to the locals over a good old pint
of British broth. On the other hand Pte. Goldsmth is a
much quieter chap, whose only ambition in life is to get
back to his native swede bashing.
Finally one wonders why it is that "D" Coy. Stores
is one of the few remaining that have escaped the latest
epidemic of stores burning or being mowed down. How
ever, to these two fine chaps we say Au revoir. and the best
of luck on reaching 'Dear Old England".
Signed off with true jealousy,
D. J. Froud and Ticker's.

10 Platoon

Well, here we are with a few more notes about THE
platoon. This month has been a full one. It started off
with a week of duty company, and apart from the normal
duties, there was a 24 hour guard at Nicosia Military
Hospital, which made a change.
Also at the beginning of the month we had our Battle
Efficiency Tests, and I am glad to say that after a couple
of attempts they are done with. The two mile run was one
of the worst, but thanks to the efforts of Capt. Norton
and C.S.M. Leach, even the less energetic managed to
stagger past the two mile mark. From the 10th to 17th,
we were doing Paphos Gate duties. The duties consisted of
standby's and fairly numerous town patrols; there are still
some sore feet in the Platoon. We had two lectures on the
3" mortar and the Mobat by Lt.s Pearce and Taylor.
On Sunday we were down on Athalassa range, doing
the classification on the SLR. There were some very good
scores and the P.R.I, will be doing a very brisk trade in
crossed rifles.
At last we have a platoon officer; we welcome 2/Lt.
Barnes to the platoon, and we hope he will enjoy his stay
with the platoon. Also we welcome Ptes. Humm and
Dewberry. While gaining new friends, we lose old ones.
We say goodbye to Ptes. "Digger" Mole. "Paunchy" Pym
and "Spud" Taylor. Wishing them all the best in their new
civvy life. The advance party will be leaving very soon,
and with their leaving, they are dragging Sgt. Shoebridge
away. Welcome to the platoon is Cpl. "Gordy" Rickwood.
Congratulations to L/Cpl. Dawkins on his promotion.
We leave you with this thought. Days to Do on the
Island.
From the "Mad Ones",

11 Platoon
Kit bags are being painted, the advance party sail in
a fortnight's time and we've already started to acclimatise
ourselves to wearing BD and greatcoats again. But mean
while 11 platoon soldier on and play their customary
active part in the life of the company. Particular mention
must be made of Perrett and Russell's contribution to
the company Snooker team, who were victorious in the
Battalion competition. Jeffcries also has been right on the
spot with the darts and has played for the Battalion team.
As far as training is concerned we are now concen
trating on range work, and by the end of the month we
aim to boast the best marksmen in the company. Prac
tically everyone has now successfully completed all their
Battle Efficiency tests, though on one occasion it took a
great deal of bribing and threatening by the Platoon Com
mander and C.S.M. At the end of June we spent two very
enjoyable days right up at the North West tip of the island.
We trained early in the morning and did two company
exercises, ably assisted by detachments from all three
Support Company platoons, and then relaxed in the beau
tifully clean blue sea.
Regretfully Sgt. Healey M.M. is leaving us, but hap
pily it is only temporarily as he is now joining the advance
party to England, and not as one thought leaving us for
the Junior Leaders Battalion at Plymouth. We think at
this point that Sgt. Healey M.M. should get special
mention as he has played an invaluable part with 11
platoon through most of the trouble, and we remember
him for his leadership and energy and determination while
chasing EOKA. Farewell to Ptes. Starkey and Brown,
and when you're fed up with Civvy street we'd be delighted
to have you back again. Congratulations Sgt. Dawson on
your promotion, and welcome to 11 platoon, and we also
welcome Ptes. Rayne from H.Q. Company and Dowe.
Rawlings and Bradshaw from the draft.
Till next month, from Paphos Gate, Roger, Out.

12 Platoon

Once again we have come to the end of another
month, which has been taken up mostly by Battalion drills
out and in camp, plus I.S. duties at our usual and most
favourite place—Paphos Gale. We all anticipate return
ing there very shortly for another spell of duty. Whilst at
the Gate, our evenings are spent either on guard or town
patrols, of which a few can be heard to remark, "What,
mobile again, that's the third time". They don't know how
lucky they are.
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Durng this month the platoon and company have seen
early rises, some mornings as early as 0330 hrs., to proceed
to range for classification on the SLR, and despite the
early rises, the scores have been fairly good. After spend
ing our day of rest (Sunday) on the range, we are all look
ing forward to our two days compensatory holiday on
Friday and Saturday (we are on the ranges on Sunday at
Dhekelia for two days, hence the holiday).
Friday being a free day I feel sure everyone in the
company who has contributed will enjoy the coach trip,
especially the last draft who have not seen much of the
Island. I hope a good time will be had by all.
Some time during August, we are due to go to Kyrenia
c:i a Beach Guard, which should prove very interesting.
At the moment the main talk and topic of the day is our
departure very shortly for Blighty. Even days are num
bered by certain members of the platoon. 70 lo be near
enough, although we will lose a few old sweats before
our departure.
Again we sign off until the next issue.
"Paddy's Boys".

SUPPORT COMPANY
Company H.Q.
The Company took over the duties at Paphos Gate and
patrolled the town of Nicosia for one week. On our re
turn to C.B.S. Camp the Company fired the S.L.R. range
course on Athalassa range. We are now nicknamed " The
Larks " due to the early morning starts—the C.S.M. could
be seen calling the roll by candle light.
Major P. N. Elgood and his batman Pte. Downey with
C/Sgt. Levett will shortly be on their way to the U.K. with
the advance party. Capt. P. S. Leigh. M.C., assumes com
mand of the Company on the departure of Major Elgood.
A reshuffle has taken place in Coy. H.Q., with Pte.
Fairman moving from the Coy. Office to the Mortar PI.,
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and Pte. Cordrey from the last draft moving into the office.
Sgt. Taylor is taking over the stores from the C/Sgt. until
we arrive home in October. Pte. Hearn has taken the place
of Pte. Downey as the new Coy. Comds. batman. We also
welcome to the Company Pte. Baxter who is hoping to
take over the Coy. stores from Pte. " Hooter " Hayes who
is due for demob within the next two or three months.
Finally, we congratulate C/Sgt. Levett on the award
of the CommanderinChief's certificate.
Bunny.

Mortar Platoon

The month has been a busy one for the Platoon. First,
coming back from the Pyla demonstration were we were
fatigue platoon, plus a week at Paphos Gate, we have had
little time for training, much to the delight of the Platoon
members. We did have one little spell with " A " and
" D " Coys, in a attack and withdrawal exercise. This
went off very well and we were thanked by the respective
Coy. Comds. for all our " Hard Work. " On the last even
ing there Pte. Leggatt (" Thicky ") was dared to jump into
the sea with his clothes on. He did it but was up in the
clouds for a bit hoping that his clothes would be dry in
time lor the last exercise the next morning.
We have had a promotion in the Platoon, Cpl. Laming
has been awarded his third tape. The Malaya veteran will
have to get some work in on that tankard.
C/Sgt. Levett is going home with the advance party and
Sgt. Taylor has taken over the role of Colours for the time
being.
Pte. Guidice we are sorry to say has been admitted to
hospital with a broken leg. He did this trying to do the
dreaded rope. He was only in hospital about eight hours
when he wanted to come back with the boys.
Owing to this unfortunate incident Mr. Taylor was
minus a batman. Pte. Murray has taken over the role
much to his delight.
L/Cpl. "Taffy" Nice has just returned from a six
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week holiday. He told us it was a P.T. instructors' course.
We must congratulate him on passing with an all round
grading of " C. " He is already bulling up crossed swords.
Pipers.
M.M.G. Platoon
Since the last time of writing the Platoon has been
engaged in a week's duty at Paphos Gate. Rumour, had it
that there had been many improvements since our last visit,
but it turned out that everybody worked twice as hard and
we were quite relieved to return to camp and take over as
duty Company.
Several members of the Platoon proved themselves on
the range with the new S.L.R.s, and consequently the P.R.I.
has sold out of " Crossed Rifles. "
We welcome two new members to the Platoon, Ptes.
Wells and Gardiner and hope they enjoy their stay with
us.
" Shreedy " Beard the Platoon Commander s batman
is shortly to leave us, and Mr. Champion is faced with the
problem of finding a replacement or else buying a tin of
Brasso. Pte. Jim Lisle reckons he is ideal batman material,
but he is the only one who does. His future is destined to
be that of Platoon storeman (beware, the day of doom is
near). He yill take over from that famed 5718 Pte.
" Boots " Longhurst, who leaves us shortly, or so he says.
Anyone seeing a strange apparition on two wheels fly
ing around the camp, should not report sick but should
accept the fact that our Platoon officer believes that
mechanisation in the Army is here to stay.
Champions Chumps.

H.Q. COMPANY
Coy. H.Q.
Once again, despite all the trouble and strife of the
Coy. Office, we endeavour to bring you the everyday
happenings in the life of Coy. H.Q.
Our Company Commander, Major I. A. Macmillan,
has had a busy month, having attended numerous Mess
functions and Officers' Days, and as the day of our de
parture for England draws nearer, his work will increase,
tenfold.
f
We are not quite certain whether or not our C.S.M.
is Ingemar Johannson in disguise, as, since the day of the
big fight, he has given us many lessons on the art of
boxing.
L/Cpl. Don Preston has, at the time of writing, only
a few days left on the island before he sails for the land
of "Hope and Glory" and demob. We wish him all the
best on his return to Civvy Street, and we welcome to the
Arms Stores Sid Barham, late of the Signals, and Steve
Stevenson. We hope their stay will be a happy one.
At the end of this month the Officers are holding a
farewell party at the Officers' House at Kyrenia, and the
Cby. office clerks have volunteered to act as waiters
at this event.
C/Sgt. Barton has returned to England to take over as
C.Q.M.S. at the Depot, and we wish him all the best. In
his place we welcome Sgt. Tillman from " D " Coy.
During the last two weeks the Coy. Commander and
the C.S.M. have been very busy arranging for everyone to
qualify on the ,S.L.R. at the Athalassa range. This has not
proved very pbpular as it has meant rising from bed
at the unearthly hour of three o'clock in the morning. The

results however have been quite good and although in
some cases it has meant several visits to the range, jnost
people have obtained at least a 2nd class. Pte. " Lightning
Thome, the Coy. runner, is one of those who have made
several visits to the range but it has paid dividends as he
has at last obtained his firstclass and he is now running
around the camp looking very pleased with himself.
Much to the dislike and bewilderment of the office cat
the Coy. clerks have formed their own musical group. The
Coy. Orderly Sgt. is learning to play a trumpet, L/Cpl.
Roger Stannard a guitar and Doug Wright a mouth organ.
Judging by the noise which comes from their sleeping
quarters there isn't a musician amongst them.
As our day of departure for England draws nearer
everyone is beginning to think of leave and the Coy. office
has had people enquiring at all times of the day and night
how much leave they are going to get. Everyone thinks
that they are entitled to at least six weeks so it seems that
some people are going to be disappointed.
Kit bags have now been dug out of the depths of
lockers and everyone has enthusiastically been painting
them bright yellow (Coy. colours).
On this happy note therefore we must leave the Little
People and allow them to get on with their work before
they finally become submerged in masses of paper work.
Consummatum est.
Signal Platoon.
Wouldn't it make you want to spit! Here we are,
slaving away in that Hell's Kitchen known as the Signal
stores, up to our ears in boxes, panniers, baskets, tins,
sacks, cases (stowage, transit and wood packing), trying to
reorganise the stores (again) when from the depths of the
Signal Office emerges a pallid figure, groping its way
through the unnaccustomed sunlight to croak mournfully
" the Coy. Office wants the Q.O.G. Notes. "
We know what the Coy. Office wants, alright.
Deposits pannier full of sets, earphones, cable and
assorted ironmongery on senior henchman's left foot and
retires behind desk, ignoring screams of anguish.
Talking of anguish, screams of, reminds us that we
must refute the canard that when the boss's car began to
emit strange noises from the boot, investigation showed
that Pronto Junior had been overlooked and was objecting
thereto. S' not true !
He's developing well, apparently, young Pronto Junior,
and delighted Dad has put his name down for Eton,
Harrow, the Young Adventurers' Club, and a regimental
sigs cadre in 1978.
There's bound to be a cadre running then. There's
always one on. At present, the Junior N.C.O.'s are being
initiated into the mysteries of Methods of Instruction, and
are delving into such matters as Maximum Activity (that
frightened 'em), Lesson Planning and Question Technique.
L/Cpl. Marsh (senior stores henchman) assisted in the early
demonstrations and now knows how to sweep a floor. He
was one of the four recent promotions, Messrs. Pile and
Randtoul (Junior Stores henchman) now being L/Cpls., and
Cpl. Ward (Tame Chief Clerk) having received his second
stripe.
The Platoon loses eight of its stalwarts this month, as
Cooper, Harrisson, Lunnon, Bradbury, Moss, Manvell,
Betts and Cpl. (Call me Mister) Graham go on release. It
leaves us fairly short of experienced signallers, but we'll
cope,
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Wireless days are still with us but there's talk of not
announcing the actual day in orders in future, so that most
officers won't find duties out of camp that day.
Coy. Office still plagues us with demands for men for
fatigues, men for the range and men for Guards of Honour,
but we know how difficult it is for them. One look at a
NO EXEMPTIONS parade proves that H.Q. Coy. consists
entirely of signallers ! ! (Other departments please note).
Crikey, I'd better go and take that pannier off the
storeman's foot ! !
See you next month.
Tennarge.
M.T. Section
Another month and a few thousand more miles have
rolled under the wheels of our section. A month that has
seen us doing things rather different to the normal daily
task. Nearly every member of the M.T. Section has spent
one or two days on the range, under the watchful eye of
the Coy. Soldiers. The range work, which was for the
annual classification, showed that in the Section we have
some good rifle shooters as well as some good line shooters!
There has been quite a move round in the section. Sgt.
Ticehurst went on leave (most deservedly so he said) and
Cpl. Ken Sands is now acting M.T. Sgt. This leaves Farmer
Buckhurst struggling valiantly as Documents Clerk, as for
the past few months, he has been understudying Cpl. Sands.
Just recently Maj. Campbell returned from leave. We
trust he enjoyed himself. While the Major was away
wc had Capt. Leigh as M.T.O.. and a fine job he per
formed. We understand that Capt. Leigh is going to Sp.
Coy., and we would like to wish him every success.
Over the past few weeks, quite a lot of fresh faces
have arrived (still attached to bodies!) in the section. These
have nearly all joined our driving school, run by Cpl. Davis
and Co.. Ltd. There is no doubt that they will all become
as skilled drivers as the many that have already passed
before.
Although we have not had anyone go on demob during
the last month, we are not without our quota of " days to
do " merchants. In a few days time we shall be losing
quite a few men, in the N.S. Draft 5715. Among them
will be L/Cpl. Disbery, the C.O.'s driver, L/Cpl. Hodge
from the driving school. Pte. Chant, one of the best motor
cyclists we have had for some time, and Pte. Mount from
the serviceing team. To those and others, too numerous to
mention, we bid farewell and the best of luck. Not long
now ! !
We would like now to offer our heartiest congratula
tions to the Battalion Motor Cycle team who, in the face
of some very stiff opposition, put up a wonderful show in
the Cyprus 200 Trial.
The team entered was: Sgt. Taylor ^(skipper), Ptes.
Chant and Stemp. Also L/Cpl. Stannage entered as an
individual, but unfortunately his bike engine seized just
outside of Limassol. Never mind Bill, you had a good try.
As for the team, they finished a very close second.
The individual placings being " Chris" Chant second,
" Spud " Taylor fourth, and Owen " Tubby " Stemp eighth.
The trial course consisted of: Firstly a 237 mile, timed
and checked night ride, over some of the very roughest
country in this very rough island.
As the riders finished the overnight run, they were
sent straight into a series of 10 crosscountry hazards,
mainly sheer drops and narrow twisting tracks. Of the
hazards the worst was the final run. It started over a sand

dune, with a run through soft sand into the sea, then on
very slimy rocks going through a few inches of water to
a drop into deeper water, with a turn back to the beach.
Of all the entrants in the trial, one person got over the last
hazard without losing any points. That was our Chris
Chant, who deserves special praise for that show of skilful
riding.
The most unfortunate incident was the final inspection,
when one member of the team still had his tyre pressure
at the crosscountry pressure and not, as was required, at
road pressure. This lost the team about 40 points, and as
they were only 2 points behind the winners, it was a very
unlucky slip.
This is the fifth time that our Battalion trials team has
come second in major trials so it is hoped that the skipper
"Spud" Taylor will get down to some serious training, with
the aid of a "Teachyourselfmotorcyclingbooklet." Then
maybe we'll have a first for a change. In all seriousness, the
team did really well, so once again well done lads and keep
up the good work.
And. this seems to be all, until next month, Adios.
The Mekon Fans.

SERGEANTS' MESS
First of all let us offer our congratulations to the
R.S.M. on being awarded the M.B.E. This, indeed, is no
small distinction and one that is well deserved. During
the last fortnight we have had another new arrival in the
form of Sgt. Dawson of 'D' Company. 1 understand he
can be relied upon to help keep up the bar takings.
Talking of the bar reminds me of the latest new
fangled inventions for storing beer. 1 noticed that they
had disappeared—only temporarily—on the day of the
quarterly house check. I'm wondering who is missing 4
dustbins. If anyone thinks they're being robbed, I suggest
those behind the bar might possibly know of their where
abouts. There are, however, no complaints from this side
of the counter for at least we don't get warm beer quite
so often. The two familiar faces, those of Burbidge and
Childs, will be no longer seen behind the bar, for, by
the time this has been printed, they will both be back in
Civvy Street.
Other activities in the mess included the farewell
celebration to Maj. Blake, who was presented by the mess
with two mugs, one of which had been first given to him
when, in 1934, he was serving with the Battalion as a
Lance Sergeant. The climax to the "festivities" came when
he was carried out stuck on a trailer and borne off to
the Officers' Mess proceeded by a contingent from the
drums, hastily rounded up by the Drum Major. Every
thing went off like a house on fire—which was precisely
what had happened a few days previously! Poor old
"Smudger". There he was having a quiet drink in the
bar, when it happened. It didn't take very long either. In
less than half an hour it was all over. Practically every
thing went up in smoke—including Paddy Quinn's radio
and, deary me, his pride and joy, his best boots. No
amount of "spit and polish" will do them any good. The
next morning saw Sgt. Maj. Smith walking around in a
pair of grey flannels and a white shirt. However, our
deepest sympathy.
Forthcoming attractions include a grand farewell
social and a cricket match against 2 Wireless Regt., but
more of that next month.
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THE COMMANDING OFFICER'S PAGE
Annual Training, 1959
AMP, for another year, is over and
quite an experience it has been. In
more ways than one, we have returned
much wiser than we went.
There were many, before Camp, who
felt that the Territorial Army had no busi
ness to be involved in Civil Defence ; they
had joined the T.A. to soldier — Civil
Defence was a job for others. I think we
are all wiser now. There can be few, if any, who have not
come to realise, over the two weeks, the value of properly
led, organised and trained troops. We have seen something
of the problem that would confront Civil Defence, in a
nuclear war, and we have studied some of the ways in Which
Civil Defence will hope to meet that problem, should the
need ever arise. We are wiser, too, because we have learnt
some of the basic " knowhow " of rescue, fire fighting and
first aid and we have had an opportunity of practising our
skills on the ranges at Epsom, Croydon and Southall. We
are, perhaps, a little wiser too, because we have learnt so
much that will be useful to us, quite apart from Civil
Defence — knots, lashings, levers, bandaging and splinting;
artificial respiration, firefighting, rescue from smokefilled
rooms, etc., etc. Many jobs about the house and garden
should be easier for our two weeks at Epsom and, should we
ever find ourselves faced with some sudden emergency —
an accident or a fire — our knowledge and training should
stand us in good stead.
The things that we have learnt at Epsom, however, will
soon be forgotten unless we continue the training that we
have begun. Although we now have other things to think
about, our Civil Defence training will be kept up. I am
directing (through other channels), for instance, that all
N.C.O.s will carry a piece of cord with them, on training
and on the range and, at odd moments, knots will be the
order of the day ! The Medical Officer will see that our
first aid dpes not lapse and, from time to time, we shall hope
to cooperate, at Battalion or Company level, with the local
Civil Defence authorities.

C

So far as Camp, itself, is concerned, a full report
appears later in this Gazette. I only want to say, once
again, how grateful the Battalion is to the Commandant and
Staff of the Army School of Civil Defence, at Epsom, for
making our visit to them such an interesting and rewarding
one.
Of the many letters that I have received, since Camp, I
should like, to quote from the following :
From the Colonel of the Regiment:
" It is always a great delight to visit the 4th/5th
Battalion and yesterday was no exception."
From the Honorary Colonel:
" Just a line to say how much I enjoyed my two visits
to the Battalion in Camp. It was very nice to have the
opportunity of seeing you all both on and off parade
and I hope you may be able to let ALL ranks know
how impressed I was by all I saw."
From The Divisional Commander :
" I thoroughly enjoyed my day and it was so nice to
find all ranks in such good heart." . . . " It is sad that
I have paid my last visit to one of your camps but it

cannot be helped. Many thanks to you and all ranks
for your wholehearted support during my time ih com
mand of THE Division."
I have also received a letter from Brigadier King Lewis,
C.B.E., the Secretary of the Kent T. & A. F. Association,
saying how much he and the Chairman, LieutenantGeneral
Sir Euan Miller, K.C.B., K.B.E., D.S.O., M.C., D.L., enjoyed
their visit to us, at Epsom.
We, in our turn, were delighted to see our visitors and
it gave us very special pleasure that our Honorary Colonel
was able to come and see us twice, during Camp and, on the
second occasion, bringing Mrs. Pardington with him. We
were, also, able to welcome our new Brigade Commander,
Brigadier D. L. Darling, D.S.O., M.C., who, during the fort
night, paid us three visits and met the Battalion for the first
time.
Being near home we were able to do rather more in the
social line. The Battalion was " At Home " to the wives
and families of officers and men. The Sergeants' Mess held a
party for the ladies of a local hospital and another for the
staff of the Civil Defence School. The Officers were
delighted to have the Colonel of the Regiment and the
Honorary Colonel at their Guest Night and were also able
to " dine out" Major Georgie Wood, Major Keith Meyrick,
Major Peter Marchant, Captain Bryan Newman and Q.M.
Eric Hoggart, all of whom are leaving us in the near future.
Obituary
The C.O.s list of visitors to Camp omits reference to
the late Fus. Murphy. We feel that no account of Camp
this year would be complete without some account of this
elusive soldier.
Our first introduction to him was by Capt. Stanley
Stevens, one of whose stories establishes the salient
characteristics of Murphy. He was at one time attached to.
the Irish Guards. On the occasion of a Battalion Drill
Parade, the Regimental Sergeant Major was dressing the
Parade:
" Dress forward there, Murphy."
No response.
" 1 said, dress forward there, Murphy."
Murphy's Company Sergeant Major thought it prudent
to save the R.S.M. from apoplexy and stepped for
ward to explain as follows:
"Murphy is not on parade. Sir. He went sick this
morning."
" Well, dress up the man next to him then:"
It so happened that when No. 1 Officers' Squad paraded
at Epsom for the first time, Murphy was again not on
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parade. The Instructor thought it prudent to accept this
explanation for an apparent blank file, although he was
seen later surreptitiously examining his nominal roll of the
squad.
Sgt. Coutts (of the Gordon Highlanders) could be
excused thereafter watching his squad with a pretty wary
eye. He proved, however, well able to cope. " I want a
volunteer for a casualty. Not you, Major Bobby, this time.
Now, gentlemen, I want an intelligent Officer for a respon
sible task. You, sir, look about the most alert." A gratified
subaltern steps forward. " Now, Sir, just stand on the end
of this rope."
To return to Murphy. Research reveals that Fus.
Murphy joined the Dublin Fusiliers in 1908. When that
distinguished Regiment was disbanded in 1922, it appears
that Murphy's' names was by a clerical error, omitted from
the nominal roll published in the final Part II Order. The
omission was not discovered until the disbandment was
complete, and then no one remained with the necessary
authority to disband Murphy, with the result that, until he
fell in with No. 1 Officers' Squad at Epsom, he continued
to serve on the strength of the disbanded Dublin Fusiliers.
This situation came to an abrupt end on July 3rd, 1959,
when it was alleged that Murphy fell from a 30 foot rescue
tower on the Training Area. The Medical Officer had no
hesitation in certifying " death from natural causes," on the
ground that nothing could be more natural than a dislo
cated corvical vertebra as a result from a 30 foot drop.
The last Fusilier Murphy was committed to the rubble,
with full Military Honours, at the site of the Spreadeagle
Inn, the simple and moving ceremony being attended by the
whole Battalion and the Staff of the Army School of Civil
Defence. The Rev. Walter Greenfield, Chaplain to the
Forces, officiated, Major Bobby's penny whistle provided
appropriate funeral air, and the 4th/5th Queen's Own Cen
tenary Saluting Troop fired a salute of five rounds and one
(miniature) Atomic Explosion. On the site, constructed
from locally procured materials and tied with a neatly exe
cuted square lashing, stands the simple cross.

The 4th/5th Queen's Own Centenary Saluting Troop
This is not a new tongue twister to be tried out on sus
pected drunkincharge cases at Police Stations. The
reference to it in the above Obituary Notice, prompts us
to report the foundation of this important addition to the
establishment of the 4th/5th Queen's Own.
We can now reveal that the Cannon, which for many
years has stood on the Quartermaster's window sill, is not
merely an ornament. Its history is obscure, but its purpose
is now clear, it was evidently acquired and kept in reserve
for the purpose of firing salutes, and has at last been used
for this purpose, and the Saluting Troop formed to carry
out this duty. On July 3rd at the Regimental Guest Night
held at Pendell Camp the Troop performed its first public
duty by firing a Centenary Salute of eleven rounds gunfire
(one for each decade and one for the future).
We acknowledge with gratitude the work of Lt.Col.
S. R. Saunders, R.A., and Major John Manning in devising
the establishment and drill for the Troop. Our only regret
is that we have not space to publish the gun drill in full.
We were, however, particularly taken with the command :
" Detachment Rear." We also liked the instruction for the
conclusion of the ceremony : " The detachment will then
rebuild the Mess." The Gun Position Officer was much
relieved that, in practice, the final point in the misfire drill
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was not actually reached : " In the event of a further mis
fire, the G.P.O. will call out the nearest fire brigade and
apply for a posting overseas."

NEWS FROM COMPANIES
" B " COMPANY
Annual Camp is over for another year, yet it was only
a few weeks ago that we talked with some trepidation about
our role in Civil Defence. Now, we have been dismissed
back to our Drill Hall with a fund of useful and practical
knowledge after what was a most interesting and enjoyable
camp. On entering the Drill Hall the other Tuesday night
already the odd person was to be seen perfecting his bow
line, also not with his personal cord but with a pullthrough
— we were taught to improvise !
We all enjoyed the course at Epsom and even if Pte.
Bell could not tie a reef knot for all his practice at least he
got it right first time in the competition. We must have
learnt something.
We were sorry that some members of the company
were unable to attend Camp but we appreciate that the
PostmasterGeneral must get his mail. Better luck next year.
Perhaps in this connection, we should repeat the Command
ing Officer's remarks when he specifically mentioned that
Sgt. Pettitt had recruited nearly the whole of one Post
Office. With greater cooperation from their bosses, let's
hope others will follow his example.
We should like to welcome the following new members
to the company who have joined us recently — Ptes. Beeson,
Brown, Burkin, S., Clifton, Pankhurst, and Shaw. Pte.
Burkin comes to join his brother in the company whilst Pte.
Clifton follows in the steps of his father who was a C.S.M.
in the Battalion at the outbreak of the last war. This last
intake means that we have increased our numbers by a third
since April.
We should like to congratulate the following on their
promotions — C.S.M. Easter, C/Sgt. Amber, Sgt. Pettitt,
L/Cpl. Hawkes and L/Cpl. Weir.
We were very pleased to see about nine families down
at Pendell Camp on the Middle Sunday of Camp. And in
particular we were glad to see Mr. and Mrs. Nicholls and
Pte. Beeson who, although he could not attend camp, came
to visit us with his family. We hear that on the way home
two or three members of the company witnessed an acci
dent and immediately stopped the coach and rendered first
aid to a casualty receiving their bandages from a member
of the St. John Ambulance who was content to let them do
the job! Well done. That is what we like to see.

" C " COMPANY
News of the Battalion's C.D. Training has doubtless
already been published elsewhere. It is sufficient here to
merely state that we all enjoyed the work, learned a great
deal of useful things, were very impressed by the Army
School of Civil Defence and instructors and sincerely hope
that we shall never have to put our knowledge and training
into practice.
It was a delight to be accommodated in a decent hutted
camp, after the miseries of Castlemartin and Carnoustie in
the rain. It is a pity that we cannot have such a camp to
return to when we are undergoing more rigorous outdoor
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exercises. Food was good and extra duties, apart from
those shouldered by the C.S.M.s and N.C.O.s, very light.
The " Tony Veal " show was a great success and we con
gratulate BHQ for getting it to come to Merstham. Some
of us did not want it to leave !
WO II Jones took over from WO II Bakes as C.S.M.
As in Scotland last year, during Camp C.S.M. Baker con
tinually appeared in differing roles — undertaker, cabinet
maker, casualty—usually with his pipe in his mouth,
although this was usually empty when he was lashed to a
stretcher. C.S.M. Jones worked with great gusto, as did
Sgts. Palmer and Bateman. L/Cpls. Chapman and Atkinson,
acting as N.C.O.s for the first time at a Camp acquitted
themselves well. C/Sgt. Wood was i/c the combined train
ing stores and Sgt. Rump was Sgts". Mess Caterer. We
missed their faces on parade and hope they will be with us
another year. Ptes. M. Packman, H. Chapman, F. Wood,
L. Hopkins, G. Swinbourne, Sibbett, Bolch, and Boy Pack
man, N., our latest recruits, tasted their first camp.
The Company enjoyed the Sunday Sports, but Pte.
Mills should keep out of the Company Commander's field
of vision for a few weeks, since the two apparently do not
agree about how a TugofWar team should be coached.
Sgt. Ebbs steered clear of the Company throughout Camp—
except when the scent of burning meth hit his nostrils and
then he was knocking on the C/Sgt's. door with his char
mug at the ready.
Evening training prior to Camp consisted mainly of
Arms Drill and ABC Training, ensuring that our recruits
had knowledge of at least the elements of Drill and horrible
modern warfare. We can now expect a droppingoff in
attendances until the autumn as is only right and proper,
if wives and girlfriends are lo be kept happy.
We plan a late summer outing either to a show, with
the ladies—or a stag party. Several senior members of
the Coy. seem to favour an establishment at Chatham.
We were very glad to have Mr. Randall at Camp
with us this year. Although we share him with 'A' Coy.,

we feel he gives us a great deal and we look forward to a
long and happy association with him.
We congratulate Capt. C. A. Innes on his appoint
ment as O.C. 'D' Coy. at Penge. Like a lot of other
Officers he was grounded in the Bn. in 'C' Coy., but left
after a few camps for the soft life of Southborough. We
were pleased also to see that Lts. macLachlan and Young
were still respiring, we had forgotten what they looked
like.
We now look forward to a tactical weekend at
Aldershot and practice and live firing at Dibgate and
Arpinge later on in the Autumn.
Before we close we must say how pleased we were to
see exC.S.M. Charlie Woolley and Mrs. Woolley at Pen
dell Camp for the 'Open Day'. He doesn't change a bit
—he just grins a little more when things get worse.

" D " COMPANY
First we must congratulate Sgt. Lowes and Cpls.
Tucker and Tennant who were promoted at Camp where
most of the Company's activities during the last month
took place. In spite of the feelings of disappointment and
condescension which we took to camp, the general opinion
seems to be that it was on the whole very interesting and
enjoyable.
This year the battalion had to cater for itself and three
members of the Coy. went to Camp as regimental cooks.
Everyone will agree that all the cooks got through a vast
amount of work and did a first rate job.
During the fortnight the Brigadier visited the cook
house and found Sgt. King with his hands smothered in
dough. He offered to shake hands and when Paddy held
back, he grasped his hand warmly and said "Oh, don't
worry about that, I can always wipe my hands on your
apron afterwards" and promptly did.
Another incident of the Brigadier's visit occurred when
he shook hands with one of the Officers, who had to

The band of the Queen's Own Royal West Kent Reg t., A.C.F., were invited to Beat Retreat on the Leas at
Folkestone, where many famous ban ds have performed the same ceremony.
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admit afterwards that he hadn't even remembered the
Brigadier's name, because he had damaged a finger at
cricket just before Camp and found the Brigadier's grip a
trifle painful.
Of the purely Company happenings, we should record
that on the Families' day, which incidentally was very
much enjoyed, we finished first in the stretcher race. This
completely staggered our Instructor who christened us the
"Nutty Knotters". Anyway he appreciated the prize of a
bottle of beer given him as coach.
Thanks to the weather and the draw as much as any
thing else, we remain in the final of the InterCompany
Tugofwar, with Support Company. Definitely a happy
combination of luck and gamesmanship.
Two friends of Paddy King who had recently moved
from Penge to the Queen's Arms at Redhill made us very
welcome on the Monday of the second week and we had
an uproarious Company party. Notable among the enter
tainers were Pies. Day, Wing and Juniper, who prac
tically wore the microphone out, but such was the success
of the evening that Sgt. Lewes also gave us a turn, a not
very common occurrence.
To close, we are sorry to record the recent deaths
of Mr. Walker arid his Daughter. Mr. and Mrs. Walker
have between them been our caretaker at Penge for many
years and we extend to Mrs. Walker and her family our
sincere sympathies.

SUPPORT COMPANY
There were very few members of the Coy. who were
looking forward to a Civil Defence camp, but now it is
over it must be admitted that this was one of the most
enjoyable camps since the war. The training was very
interesting and varied and much of it will be of assist
ance to everyone both in civilian life and our normal
military training.
It is very difficult to give a report on the Coy. at
camp as we were all divided into small sections and mixed
with the rest of the Bn. to carry out Rescue, First Aid,
lifting fallen floors, digging in debris and last but by no
means least, knotting.
The programme culminated in two excercises at the
School of Civil Defence and with the Croydon and
Middlesex Civil Defence Corps. In the latter excercise it
was found that there is a language problem when rescuing
lady casualties!
The middle Sunday will be long remembered as it
is the first time we have been able to have our families
over for the day during camp for several years. It started
with a very pleasant church parade conducted by our new
Padre, followed by Lunch and a Sports Meeting in the
afternoon.
In the TugofWar Support Coy. won and was about
to have the final with 'D' Coy. when rain stopped play,
but perhaps we will meet 'D' Coy. next year and decide
who is the best of two very good Coys!
We hope it will be possible to have another families'
day as it really was most enjoyable.
We would like to congratulate Colour Sgt. Jenner on
his recent promotion and wish him every success, also we
would like to welcome Mr. Tizard, who is now officially
with us.
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Depots for Regiments of the Line were first estab
lished in 1873, when the military forces of Great Britain
and Ireland were "localised". By this scheme the country
was divided into 66 infantry subdistricts, to each of which
were assigned two Line battalions and a Depot Centre.
The depots not only gave regiments a fixed Home, but set
up a machinery for the enlistment and training of recruits
in their own locality. They also provided a link between the
Regulars and the Militia and Rifle Volunteers in the
subdistricts.
Before these depots were established, the depot com
panies of regiments had moved from town to town in the
British Isles. For example, while The 97th Foot was in
India after the Crimean War, it's depot companies were
at Colchester and then at Gosport. When it came home
in 1867 its depot companies rejoined it at Portsmouth.
The two units assigned to the West Kent subdistrict
were The 50th or The Queen's Own Regt. and The 97th
or Earl of Ulster's Regt., both of which at that time were
singlebattalion regiments. The Subdistrict Depot was
established at Maidstone on August 1st, 1874, on which
date the depot companies (1. and K.) of The 50th and
The 97th took up their quarters there.
The barracks occupied by the West Kent Subdistrict
Depot were known as the Cavalry Barracks. They had
been completed in 1797. The first occupants were The
7th Light Dragoons, by whom the lime trees round the
square, which are grouped in sevens, were planted. Later,
these barracks had been used as a Cavalry Depot. In
order to make them suitable for infantry, the stables were
converted into married quarters and the riding school
(built in 1861) into a drillshed. As most of the buildings
were wooden and the rooms were lit by oil lamps at night,
there was great danger of fire.
In the summer of 1875 the headquarters of The West
Kent Light Infantry Militia were transferred from the
Militia Barracks in Union Street, Maidstone, to the Sub
district Depot. Thenceforth the Militia as well as the Line
recruits were trained there.
On the formation of County Regiments in July, 1881,
The 50th and The 97th became the 1st and 2nd Battalions,
and The West Kent Light Infantry Militia the 3rd and
4th Battalions of The Queen's Own (Royal West Kent
Regiment). At the same time the West Kent Subdistrict
Depot became the depot of the Regiment.
The Queen's Own Depot was commanded by the
Officer Commanding 50th Regimental District, whose staff
included an Adjutant, a Quartermaster, an R.S.M. and an
R.Q.M.S. The depot staff, as such, still consisted of I and
K Companies from each of the Line battalions. The
instructors in these four companies trained the Line re
cruits. The Militia recruits were drilled in separate squads
by the Permanent Staff of the 3rd and 4th Battalions.
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The two big ceremonial parades of the year at the
Depot in those days were the Annual Inspection, made
by the Officer Commanding the Southeastern District,
and the Queen's Birthday Parade. For the latter all the
personnel in barracks turned out in review order and
fired a feudejoie. Church Parade services were held in
Holy Trinity Church. It was not until April, 1901, that
the troops marched to All Saints' for normal Church
Parade services.
Much was done to alleviate the monotony of life in
barracks. A Minstrel Troupe was formed which, with
the Militia band, entertained the men twice a month in
the gymnasium or the drillshed. The sergeants frequently
gave Quadrille Parties. In 1882 a shop was opened in the
Reading Room for tea, coffee and cakes. This was a
boon to the total abstainers and the young recruits, who
disliked using the Canteen where beer and tobacco were
sold. Another factor which made life more amenable was
that many of the men who were enlisting lived within
easy reach of Maidstone, and were able to spend short
holidays, such as Christmas, with their families. By
December, 1883, over 500 Kent men were serving in the
Regiment.
Football matches against outside teams were first
played in December, 1883. The Depot side wore Royal
blue guernseys. The Maidstone Church Institute and
Maidstone Grammar School were the earliest opponents.
Both games, which were drawn, were played on the Back
Field. A stony path across the field limited the pitch to
100 yards in length and 50 yards in width. This path was
turfed over in 1927.
Shooting matches and annual courses were fired on
Boxley Warren Range until it was condemned in 1886.
A range at Boarley Farm was then used. When the Lee
Metford Magazine Rifle replaced the MartiniHenry at
the Depot in 1890, this second range was deemed to be
unsafe. So for nine years the troops had to go to Lydd,
Dymchurch or Gravesend to fire. At the end of 1899 a
new range at Boxley was taken into use. It had been
constructed near the range at Boarley Farm, but at an
angle so as to give a greater safety zone.
From January 1st, 1884, the organisation of the depot
staff was changed. The four companies were relettered
A, B, C, and D, and officers, instructors and dutymen
were, on arrival, posted to them irrespective of the bat
talion from which they came. Furthermore, all N.C.O.s
serving at the Depot and with the Home battalion were
placed on one combined promotion roll.
In the autumn of 1885 the Depot nearly became a
School of Military Ballooning. The Royal Engineers in
spected the site and even made the plans. Nothing came
of the project.
Recruits' Boxing Contests were first held in 1894.
By an Army Order of January, 1905, the appointment
of "Officer Commanding Regimental District" was
abolished. Depot Commanders were gazetted from Janu
ary 1st that year. The first Officer Commanding The
Depot The Queen's Own was Maj. R. C. Style. He was
succeeded after seven months by Maj. N. H. S. Lowe, who
began the custom of presenting a medal to the best man
in each squad at gymnastics and miniature range shooting.
In the last 50 years the barracks have been largely
modernised. Some of the landmarks were:
The Married Quarters were rebuilt in 1911.

Electricity was installed in the barrack rooms in 1924.
A new Cookhouse and Dining Hall were erected in
1927.
The two modern barrack blocks were completed in 1937.
The last wooden barrack block—H Block near the
Guard Room—was demolished in 1951.
H.D.C.

REGIMENTAL CRICKET
Played on Saturday, 6th June, v The Band of Brothers.
Result:

Won by 22 runs.

Played on a fine sunny day at the Depot and on a hard
wicket, the match produced entertaining cricket. Col.
Defrates won the toss and decided the Queen's Own should
bat. Maj. Turner and L/Cpl. Morris opened the batting,
but Morris was soon out, caught in the slips before he had
scored. Maj. Turner scored fifteen, but then a long part
nership between Heatly and Jackson took the score from
20 to 93 before Jackson was out for 28 after a determined
and invaluable innings. Heatly continued to play immacu
lately and gave no chances, but other wickets were falling
and Col. Manners and Defrates and Cannell were all out
before Heatly himself was caught having scored 77. The
remaining batsmen added 14 runs, and the Regt. was all
out for 165. For the Band of Brothers, Fletcher bowled
particularly well, and his off spinners captured 3 wickets
for 32 runs.
Nash and Farmer opened the Band of Brothers' inn
ings, and Col. Manners and Cpl. Bona were the first
Queen's Own bowlers. In his opening spell, Manners had
Nash lbw for 8 and then put Morris on to bowl. Morris,
although being hit for three consecutive fours, took Davis's
wicket at 44 and later had Fletcher caught when he had
only scored 6. Jackson, who took over from Bona, bowled
Keith for 5 and had Gummer lbw for 1. Farmer, however,
continued batting with great concentration until he was
lbw to Manners for 57. Smallwood, fighting a tremendous
rearguard action, now thrashed the bowling and scored
51 in next to no time, including a gigantic six which must
have nearly reached the far bank of the Medway. Once
Smallwood, the Band of Brother's captain, was out, the
match was virtually over, but his innings made the scores
very much closer than anyone had earlier expected.

SCORES
The Queen's Own
Maj. Turner c D. Grugeon b Smallwood
L/Cpl. Morris c Fletcher b Keith
Lt. Heatly c and b Smallwood
A. G. Jackson c Gummer b Farrier
Lt.Col. Manners c Davis b Keith
Lt.Col. Defrates b Smallwood
K. Cannell st. Davis b Fletcher
Maj. Weymouth c Keith b Fletcher
I. E. A. Barclay lbw b Grugeon
Lt. Smith b Fletcher
Cpl. Bona not out
Extras
Total

15
0
77
28
7
1
16
0
9
5
0
7
165
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Name
P. Smallwood
1. Keith
R. Fletcher
P. Farrier
P. Davis
D. Grugeon

BOWLING
Maiden
Overs
3
14
1
8
4
13
—
5
—
1
1.2
—

SCORES
Wickets
3
2
3
1
—

1

Runs
47
48
32
17
1
7

The Band of Brothers
SCORES
D. Nash lbw b Manners
T. Farmer lbw b Manners
C. Davis b Morris
I. Keith b Jackson
K. Fletcher c Manners b Morris
D. Gummer lbw b Jackson
Lt. Butler b Defrates
G. Farrier not out
P. Smallwood b Manners
J. Grugeon b Manners

56
9
5

West Kent Countryman

16
11

A. Gunn c and b Manners
P. Waliis c Smith b Manners
M. Herbert b Manners
P. Rylands c Bona b Manners
R. Jowitt c Heatly b Bona
R. Murray c Morris b Manners
A. Hudson c and b Bona
B. Pollock c Morris b Bona
C. Murray not out
M. Gilford c Morris b Farrier
K. Denham lbw b Barclay

3
31
29
2

6

0

27

12
0

Extras

6

1
0

5
51

0

Extras

BOWLING
Name
Maiden
Overs
i
Lt.Col. Manners
10
Cpl. Bona
4
L/Cpl. Morris
8
7
A. G. Jackson
Lt.Col. Defrates
5
1
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~>

Total

143

Wickets
4

Runs
34
10
30
40
29

—

2
2
1

Played on Sunday, 7th June v West Kent Countryman.
Won by 6 wickets.
The West Kent captain, C. W. A. Murray, decided to
bat having won the toss. For the second day running, the
weather was warm and sunny for Regimental cricket. On
a hard but green wicket Gunn and Wallis opened the bat
ting. Col. Manners bowling quite quickly had both
the openers caught and then bowled Herbert when he had
scored 3. Sixteen runs later, when the score was 78, Man
ners took another valuable wicket whjen flona caught
Rylands. Rylands had until, then been batting skilfully
and confidently. Col. Manners took his fifth wicket when
R. A. Murray was caught by Morris. His final figures
were 5 wickets for 36 runs in 13 overs. Bona took three
wickets ncluding that of Jowitt who was caught behind the
wicket by Heatly after he had scored 29. The West Kent
team were all out for 138, C. W. A. Murray scoring 27
not out.
Maj. Turner and Pte. Farrier soon began to score
runs for the Queen's Own, and the score reached 40 before
Turner was bowled by Gilford for 32. Morris, again cut
of luck, was bowled by R. A. Murray when he had scored
only a single. When Heatly come in it was soon obvious
that he still had his eye in from the day before and he
duly scored a six. Farrier, batting slowly but sensibly, was
next out and when Manners came in the score fairly
rushed along with even Heatly appearing slow beside him.
Col. Manners scored 40, including two sixes, before being
bowled by Hudson. Heatl.y and Barclay knocked olf the
remaining runs without difficulty and the Regiment com
pleted a double—two wins in two days.

Total

138

BOWLING
Name
Manners
Farrier
Morris
Bona
Barclay

Maiden

1

Overs
13
9

10

5
1.3

Wickets
5
1

3
I

Runs
36
42
31
21
7

SCORES
The Queen's Own
Maj. Turner b Gilford
32
Pte. Farrier st. b Murray
6
L/Cpl. Morris b Murray
1
Lt. Heatly not out
36
Lt.Col. Manners b Hudson
40
1. E. A. Barclay not out
13
Maj. G. U. Weymouth, Lt. M. Smith, Cpl. Bona,
Lt. Butler and G. Battell did not bat.
Extras
12
Total

140

Wickets

Runs
51
27

BOWLING
Name
Herbert
Gunn
Gilford
Murray
Hudson

Maiden

Overs

16

6
5

10

10

17
25

6.3

FOREMOST FOR FORD

AYNES
MAIDSTONE

BROTHERS LTD

ASHFORD ROAD — TEL. 2239 (5 lines)

KENT'S FIRST

MAIN DEALERS
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REGIMENTAL

REGIMENTAL GOLF
Very regretfully, the Annual Meeting had to be can
celled this year owing to insufficient support.
The Secretary (OC Depot) would be very grateful for
any suggestion which might help to swell the numbers at
these meetings in the future. One suggestion already
received is that the meeting should be held immediately
after the Annual Reunion, thus avoiding two separate jour
neys to Kent in July for those who live at a distance.
MATCH v. THE BUFFS
The Wildernesse, 11th July, 1959
Suffice it to say that we were trounced " good and
proper " by a very good team of opponents during an other
wise very pleasant day's golf at Sevenoaks.
In the singles match Major Archer (handicap 10) and
Pte. Norman (handicap 15) did very well to halve/against
Colonel Grace (handicap 8) and Captain Arnold (handicap
8) respectively, but the remainder went down.
In the afternoon's foursomes the Buffs carried the
honours all through.
They were very nice about it but we must ensure that
we field a stronger side next year in perhaps the final match
of all time.
The scoreboard read as follows :
. Singles
Maj. Archer
Col. Grace
Lt.Col. Buckle
Brig. Dewar
2/Lt. Gillingham
Lt.Col. Bollon
Pte. Norman
Capit. Arnold
Pte. Day
Maj. Montgomery
Maj, Weymouth
Lt. Brice

Queen's Own

Buffs
i

1
1

<

0
0
4

1
1
5

Foursomes
Col. WinefieldStratford &
Lt.Col. OwenKnox
Maj. Montgomery &
1
Capt. Arnold
Maj. Archer &
Pte. Day
Brig. Dewar &
1
Lt. Brice
Lt.Col. Buckle &
Pte. Norman
Lt.Col. Bollon &
1
Lt.Col. May
3

0
0
1

0

0


MUSEUM

A WORTHY HOME
"It will be a great day for .Maidstone when the Regi
mental Museum of The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment will be set in the best regimental tradition in a
home worthy of its historic past," says Maj. R. X.ove, the
curator.
Maj. Love, who has been responsible for building up
some of the most historical collections in existence of this
famous regiment, looks forward to January next when they
will find a permanent home in Maidstone Museum.
The history of the regiment dates back to 1755: Among
the most outstanding collections on display in the museum
is the firstknown colour carried by the regiment in 1763.
There is a record of every honour and decoration won
by the regiment up to 1956, totalling 2,126. Those of
special interest on show are two V.C.'s won in the Crimean
and last war and a D.S.O. with three bars awarded to Lt.
Col. W. R. A. Dawson.
Other exhibits include up to 1,000 medals, some but
tons, old army record books, shakos and headgear of the
regiment from 1830 to 1895, also old uniforms from 1820
to 1840.
QUEEN ADELAIDE
There is a picture of Queen Adelaide, wife of King
William IV in whose honour the regiment assumed the
title of "The Queen's Own" in January, 1831.
In a show case is the fulldress scarlet uniform of
General Sir Charles Bonham Carter along with the Sword
of Honour awarded to him as the best Officer Cadet in
Sandhurst in 1898.
The Hardinge collection exhibited is remarkably good.
It includes a picture of the Viscount himself riding his
famous horse in battle. The hoof and tail of the horse is
in a glass case underneath. On a stand is his cloak, well
preserved, which he wore in all his battles. There is the
original map of the Battle of Waterloo which he brought
back and deposited in his study at Penshurst.
In August 1944, the Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment received the Honorary Freedom of Maidstone
and the Cup is now the museum's most treasured show
piece.
The Curator of the Regimental Museum would be
grateful for a copy of Fyler's History of the 50th Regiment.

Primrose and
Len Dairies, Ltd,

0

PASTEURISED MILK
CHANNEL ISLAND T.T. (Pasteurised) MILK

0

19, LOWER STONE ST., MAIDSTONE  Tel. 2610 & 51246
32, THE BROADWAY,
WE8T MALLINC '
MAIDSTONE
Tel.,WMt Mailing 3101
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21st ANNUAL REUNION
Memorial Service Parade, 26th July, 1959

Members of The Depot followed by members of the Past and Present Association, marching to All Saints Church for
the 21st annual Regimental Reunion Service, and (top) The Standards are lowered, as two minutes silence are
observed in front of the Regimental Cenotaph in Brenchley Gardens. Standing by the Cenotaph is Chelsea Pensioner,
K e n t M e s s e n 9 e r Photograph
71 yearsOld W. J, Vidler,
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GRAVESEND BRANCH

G

RAVESEND Branch held their monthly meeting on
Friday, May 29th. The attendance was very small.
Our Chairman was very pleased to welcome back our Secre
tary, Mr. Nichols, who has been absent this last eight
months through ill health. He also extended a very warm
welcome to his son (Ginger) who has just been demobbed
from Cyprus, serving with the 1st Battalion. We wish him
the very best in civvie street.
The question came up about the Standard Bearer, as
there was not one appointed at our General Meeting last
month. Mr. Nichols, Junior, accepted to be our Standard
Bearer for the year, so we hope he will put in a lot of drill
before July 26th.
We hope to see more young members of the Regiment
come along to take over the running of the Branch.
Our next monthly meeting will be on Friday, June 26th.
Ben.

CHATHAM BRANCH

C

HATHAM Branch held their usual monthly meeting
on Monday, June 1st, and I regret to say that our
Branch Correspondent, George Anchors, has unfortunately
developed thrombosis in the leg, so we hope he will soon
recover. In the meantime 1 am writing this on his behalf.
Our meeting was quite a happy gathering, but rather
poorly attended. We must blame the good weather for this,
except in the case of our President. Major Brothers, whose
absence was unavoidable owing to the meeting falling on
his Birthday, so we had the pleasure of wishing him "Many
Happy Returns of the Day."
We were pleased to welcome Mr. Shaw back from his
holiday in California, and it was nice to know that he had
enjoyed the break.
The meeting, ably conducted by our Chairman. Somo,
was concluded nice and early which enabled members to
enjoy a game of darts before going home.
H.M.S.

W

11th

(LEWISHAM) BATTALION

ELL, it looks as if "The Buster" will duly appear
again this month, and Mr. Editor will have a plethora
of material for it. what with nearly two months' held over
and the various reports of the Reunion. Brevity, therefore,
must be the order of the day.
Mention is due of the very considerable improvement
in the arrangements and especially of the quality and the
quantity of the lunch. Those responsible are to be
congratulated.
Our own muster was a source of satisfaction to us and,
judged on the basis of numbers of membership, compared
proportionately very well with the ,other branches and
battalions. Donald Dean was in charge of us and other

officials present were our Chairman, Arthur Buddell, Len
Dawson, Hon. Sec., as well as the Keeper of the Purse,
and Dan Kemp, ViceChairman.
Bill Toomer, as usual, bore our Standard. The others
parading were Crafer, Les Eves, Stan Knight, Leary, Pinder,
Porter (how he manages the march to and from the Church.
1 don't know), Riggall, and " Gunboat" Smith. Most of us
had our wives with us and it was quite a happy little gather
ing on the playing field after lunch. It was nice to see Mrs.
Riggall so far recovered as to be able to attend. Naturally
there were several of the usual faces missing, e.g., " Jenks "
(on holiday), Maltby, Morley, "Johnnie" Johnson (ill—
major " op."), &c.
We were rather distressed to hear from Bill Toomer
that our section of the Garden of Remembrance at Catford
has rather " gone to seed." Bill has done his best but he's
not one of the fittest of chaps now, so if any member living
near could lend a hand, it would help to restore our
prestige.

Proposed Memorial Window
Unfortunately, there is little news to give as the rough
sketches submitted to St. Lawrence' Church Council in May
are still apparently lying on the Vestry table and all hope of
unveiling next Remembrance Sunday must be given up.
The tenders for the work, too, are very wide and have to be
very carefully considered as to what they include or omit,
but, in any case, it looks as if we shall eventually have to
scout round for a bit more money, though we have no
qualms about that.
The total actually received to date is £182 Is., and this,
with the promises made but not yet redeemed amounting
to £5 3s., makes a total of £187 4s. So it would appear that
ultimately we shall need about another £30.
R.O.R.

TON8RIDGE AND

TUNBRIDGE WELLS

The June meeting, although quiet, was an important
meeting. This was made so because first of all we wish
to extend to General Sir Wm. P. Oliver, K.C.B., O.B.E.,
D.L., our hearty congratulations on his appointment as
High Commissioner of Australia. While we shall miss
him at all our functions where his geniality was a shining
example to all ranks, we at the same time hope that
he and Lady Oliver will have a very happy and enjoyable
time during their stay in Australia. We wish them the
very best of health and hope to hear from them
from time to time.
The fine weather of the last few weeks might be res
ponsible for the full attendance, as well as quite a few
other members not actually on the committee, at our
meeting held this month on the fourth Wednesday instead
of the usual third Wednesday.
Final arrangements were before the meeting having
regard to the Reunion on next Sunday. It looks as if
Gen. Oliver's appeal for a large attendance is going to
bear fruit. From present estimates it seems that our
Branch will have the largest numbers for several years.
Mr. Adams reported to the meeting that one of our
members, Mr. O. Hubble, was taken ill at work recently.
The Chairman said he was sure that all members would
wish to extend their best wishes to him for a speedy
recovery.
Mr. J. Breadon, M.B.E., is now on holiday and we
send him, his wife and family, best wishes for a very
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happy time, even better than when he went Bull Fighting
in Spain.
We were pleased to welcome one Arthur Hornsby
during the evening. Arthur was at one time C.S.M. of
Head Quarter Wing of the 4th Bn. He left the battalion
when his work took him to bonny Scotland in May, 1935.
He informed the meeting that he never had any trouble
in remembering his date of enlistment because it was the
day that Spion Kop won the Derby—7th June, 1920.
While serving with the 4th Bn., Arthur was always
in the limeiight. Being a first class shot with both rifle
and Lewis gun he was always in our team, and many
times distinguished himself at Bisley and other meetings.
Now 58 years of age he may still be found on the range
at Bisley and in his works team, where he has done much
to improve the shooting of others.
Before the meeting closed it was moved from the
Chair that Arthur be made an honorary member of the
Branch and this was unanimously agreed.
We understand that our Chairman, now commanding
the 2nd battalion Cadets, will soon be entraining for camp
at Dibgate. We hope they will have a very instructive
time as well as a happy one.
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Our next meeting night will be Ladies' Night. It is
hoped that all members and their friends will make every
effort to attend on 19th August.
T.L.S.

W

LONDON BRANCH

HEN I commenced last month's notes I did not give a
thought to any printing strike, and despite the fact
that it caused quite a lot of material cuts, the Spider's notes
were printed in full. For this many thanks to the Editor,
and those gentlemen of the press who batted on.
This meeting of ours held on June 26th was, of course,
our A.G.M. It is always a meeting of exciting events and
this one was, of course, just as exciting, in fact very much
more so. If this month's notes were out before the Reunion,
for certain, I would certainly have what is known as a
" scoop" in paper circles, but I fear it may be delayed,
because of the strike.
" None the less, I must write it, and the headline must
be " REM FRY RIDES AGAIN ! " because the old master
despite the fact that most of us had given him up, and we
must be fair and admit that, along he comes, confounds the
lot of us, and is once more in the saddle, as Chairman
of the branch for which he has done so much.

Standard Bearers receiving instructions for the Standard B earer's Competition from the Acting
R.S.M., Company Sergeant Major C. S. King, at the annual reunion of the Royal West Kent
K e n t Messenger Photograph
Regiment Past and Present Association.
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To say his presence was greeted with delight was put
ting it mildly, everyone had a slap on the back for him,
and nobody, repeat nobody, was more pleased than the
writer. I have continually praised his efforts in these notes,
and on the only occasion I have seen him since he vacated
the Chair, at Jim Hammond's funeral, begged him to come
back and keep our unruly members in order. At the time,
he was still getting over the hectic years of his office with us,
and said he would be back, some time, and now, after two
years' absence, he returns to guide us over the period of
the amalgamation, when a strong arm might be needed,
should the powers that be try to push the name of "The
Queen's Own " into the background, where the Past and
Present Association is concerned. The branch extends a
very hearty " Welcome back, Len," and wishes you well for
the next several years of your reign, because one thing for
sure, we have missed you in that chair.
Now, having welcomed back Len Remfry, let us turn
to the retiring Chairman, Ted Ballard, who, after his year
in office, probably wonders how the year went so fast. Ted,
like Trefor Thomas, stepped in at a time when the flow of
recruits to the branch had almost come to a standstill, when
nobody would volunteer to take this very arduous job of
Chairman (it does take up quite a lot of ones spare time),
and we were, and are still, very grateful.
Ted Ballard had not been a member very long, he
knew very few members, is a very shy and kindly man with
a soft spoken voice. These traits belie a firmness and
determination, and often, despite those noisy members of
the back row, Ted would press his points home. We have a
lot to thank him for, and now he can sit back with his pipe,
and enjoy the meetings, just like all the other members,
instead of having the responsibility of making the decisions,
keeping an unruly branch in order, and pleasing at least
fifty people at some meetings, a hundred at one, and yes,
when it's easiest, only about thirty. We are extremely
grateful to you Ted, and may you for many years to come,
make the long journey from your home, many miles more
than most of our members travel as regularly as do you, to
be with us. to enjoy these monthly comradely reunions.
We thank you very heartily for the work you have done for
us.
The Committee was voted in more or less en bloc. The
ViceChairman, Trefor Thomas, who was voted in last
year because, like the Chair it was difficult to get anybody to
fill in, and he did so, mainly to assist Ted Ballard. As on
this occasion Len Remfry was back with us, the Spider was
proposed for ViceChairman, seconded and pushed into
office, and 1 now occupy a seat on a horribly padded sofa,
next to Len, when 1 once used to be so comfy on a nice
hard chair. 1 am indeed, honoured and proud to be on the
bench as it were, and hope to go on scribing as Len does the
real work.
Our Secretary and Treasurer were voted in, Tom Brid
dock (who will be more than delighted to renew his asso
ciation with his old Chairman), in his absence, and Percy
Hallett, who will now at long last be able to have somebody
sign the cheques again. There are no words of mine that can
say how grateful we are to these two sterling members of
ours, who have been in office so long.
Timber Marchant was voted in once more as the Wel
fare Officer and was allowed to get up later in the evening
and give his report. 1 so often write of the number of miles
that Timber travels on his machine that I fear it bores. We
are glad to have him continue in his excellent work on our

behalf. One criticism. We hope he doesn't intrude on
other branch's privacy, in his sometimes overzealous en
deavours to carry out his welfare duties. He's a law unto
himself, but let nobody doubt his enthusiasm and kindliness.
So, at the beginning of the 195960 year we are,
MajorGeneral A. Riddell, President, Major A. S. Bredon,
Mr. H. Elson, Honorary Joint Presidents, Mr. Len Remfry,
Chairman, The Spider, ViceChairman, Tom Briddock,
Secretary, Percy Hallett, Treasurer, Timber Marchant, Wel
fare Officer, Colonels C. S. Durtnell and M. Steele, Auditors,
a sterling and worthy body of men, who will look after our
interests in every way.
I must now revert to the normal procedure and proceed
as from the start of the meeting, which was 8.25 p.m. We
managed to hold back in time to admit our President, who
came in direct from the Continent, where he had been on a
F.O. Conference. As is usual with us, the A.G.M. is ex
tremely wellattended, and this was no exception, the hall
being full to overflowing. I regret I was unable to check
the raffle takings, and Benevolent Collection, but must
assume it more than compensated the donors kindness.
Raffle was for a bottle of sherry, donated by our retiring
Chairman, Ted Ballard, and was won by Jack Teare, who
promptly gave it back for reraffle next month. He doesn't
drink sherry !

General Sir William Oliver (Colonel of the Regiment)
greeting former members of the Regiment at the annual
reunion.
Kent Messenger Photograph
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Members of the Queen s Own Royal West Kent Regimen t Past and Present Association marching to the reunion
Service, at All Saints Church.
Kent Messenger Photograph

On the Barrack's Square, LieutenantGeneral Sir William Oliver (Colonel of the Regiment)
inspects members of The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment Past and Present Asso
ciation, at their reunion.
Kent Messenger Photograph
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Ted declared the meeting open and then declared the
Chair vacant, handing over to General A. Riddell, our Presi
dent, to put it at the disposal of members, as it was our task
annually, to elect a Chairman, and committee, to take
charge of our affairs for a year. To be quite honest, so
many members proposed Len Renfry that I cannot put
down a single name as the proposer, Trefor Thomas was
first up for his seconder, and the President didn't have to
wait for a vote, there was such a roar to greet Len's return.
He took the chair, and apologised for his long absence
and begged to be excused if we found him a little rusty,
but within a few minutes it was quite plain to see that the
old touch, the firmness, the humour which sometimes he
quite unconsciously pulls out, were all there, and 1 for one
gave a very deep sigh of satisfaction. In quick succession
the other members were voted in, as related above, and the
meeting recommenced.
The new Chairman soon had the minutes passed and
read, momentarily forgot the accounts and proceeded with
the correspondence. He soon rectified this with "I'm a bit
off form, due to the long lay off", and we then proceeded
with the money matters.
It was proposed that the cash in hand should be trans
ferred to the Post Office. This caused a short debate as to
the consequences when we required money urgently, but,
as we have been living on our cash income from collections
and raffles for the past two years, this was quite easily
debunked. Len Remfry crowned it, when he stated that he
had, in fact, to sign one cheque only during his previous
tour of Chairman, and that was over a period of several
years! P.O. Savings gives us 2\% and it's very well worth
it.
After the debate the accounts were passed as read and
all was merry and bright. The Auditors report produced
by Lt.Cols. C. S. Durtnell and M. Steele, complimented
the Treasurer and recommended transfer of bank funds
to Post Office. We are worth £136 lis. 4d., still showing
that our heads are more than above water level.
We proceeded with correspondence. The Chairman
gave us a very lengthy review of our last month's new
member, Maj. Bayliss Smith's, record. He appears to be a
director at the place where the Chairman is employed, and
we had a few witty remarks from Len on this subject,
and a promise that Major B. S. will be along to see us in
the near future.
We were delighted to welcome Lt.Col. Meaburn Fry,
M.C., back to the fold. He has travelled millions of miles
since 1 saw him last in the Moser Hotel, a military Hotel
in Klagenfurt, Austria, and he was given a great welcome
by us all. He had written to the Secretary to warn him of
his attendance at this meeting. Maj. A. S. Bredon had
written also, warning us he would not be able to attend,
but in addition gave a lot of detail about Maj. B. S. above.
Lt.Col. "Rajah" Brooke was present to tell me in
Indian idiom, "he is very carefully noting Spider's remarks
about Officers attending dinners and is, therefore, please
attending as, as is Indian custom, because of said remarks."
The Colonel always enjoys our meetings immensely. Come
to think of it, that's very true! Lt.Col. Booth Tucker was
with us again, Ronnie Mines, Bodger Kemp, our Regi
mental Historian Lt.Col. Charles Chaplin, Mike O'Leary
—(Oh Blimey)—"Canter" Donaldson, Dick Forrester,
among many others.

Letter from Gen. Oliver asking us to turn up on the
march, not cheer those marching from the "locals", was
read by the Chairman. I expect the result of this appeal
will be more marchers. I'm sure of two extra from the
branch at least. Everything depends upon how early the
train can be caught from Victoria. The Kent residents
have the edge on the London Branch, who sail in from
all directions, but if this month's Busier is received before
Reunion Day, please try and turn up early and be on
parade with your Bn. this year. 1 look forward to meeting
many old friends again. Time I had a word with pals
like George Moody, Bert and Ted Merritt, Arthur Bullions,
"Nap" Napier, they keep dodging me, but I'll keep looking.
Before ceasing on this letter of the General's, let us all
heartily endorse our retiring Chairman's congratulatory
letter to him on his new appointment in Australia. I expect
we shall see that other young member of this Branch,
General Dennis Talbot, taking over soon, or do we wait
until amalgamation and serve under a Joint Colonel ? We
all sincerely hope not. Our own Branch President acted
for some time, during the Colonel of the Regiment's absence
in Germany, but he is now retired of course. Looked very
well on his new job when he appeared at this last meeting,
I thought.
There was no other correspondence, and the meeting
went on with its agenda. Two members were Coopted to
act as a working committee to assist with the normal work
ing of the branch, they were Robert Wilks and Trefor
Thomas. Ted Tickner was proposed and elecled Branch
Standard Bearer and yours truly again elected scribe for
the branch. I look upon this as an honour. I make mistakes,
I apologise, I enjoy writing the notes and it thrills me when
I know that the time spent is enjoyed by many others. I
have received many compliments, and for these many
thanks. I love to be with my old friends at these meetings,
and I love to write about them. I hope, by the grace of
God, to write for our branch for a long time to come.
Two Trustees were elected, there must always be two,
the Chairman keeping to his rule that he personally would
not entertain having any financial responsibility, asking for
names from the floor. I now have an added responsibility,
and Trefor Thomas is the Trustee No. 1.
Once more we had a new member. This time brought
along by Bill Beach from the wilds of Surrey, came Mr.
Penfold, a very well known ex"C" Coy. member of the
1st Battalion between wars, who now lives at Tadworth,
Surrey. He was made very welcome and if we see him on
the occasions we see Bill Beach we shall have a very happy
member. There was one other gentleman who knew Harry
Elson very well ("he's my old Sgt.Major") said Mr.
Shacklock, who appeared from nowhere after the meeting
closed. I hope somebody arranged to have him attend a
meeting in the near future as I regret to say, I was called
away at that moment.
Our shooting team will be collected at Maidstone, and
I hope we will manage to get four " Deadeye Dicks " this
year. We had volunteers sufficient at the meeting—Young
Jepson, Ted Tickner, Jack Teare, Charles Lewis, and we
hope to be able to call on the Dumbrells on that day and
Scruff Broughton, possibly Nobby White, if he is available.
1 sympathise with you, Mr. Editor, and hope the strike
will soon be all over. Print at any cost, says the branch.
The Spider.
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Mr. S. L. Thompson Major H. M. Smith, M.B.E.,
First Monday each month. 7.30 p.m.. at "The
"Jutogh," 16 Beaconsfield Road, Chatham.
Hare and Hounds," 340 High Street.
Rochester. (Phone Chatham 43878).
Catfnrri a. nistrict
Mr W. Hall and
Mr. Len Clarke
The second Friday in every month at "The
uauorci a u.oi
..
Railway Siginal." Devonshire Rd.. Forest
H Lake
3g Queenswood Road> potest Hill,
S.E.23.
Hill. S.E. 23.
Mr. Haddon
Mr. W. T. Nichols.
Every six weeks at Terminus Hotel. Stuart
PnVKOn(|
uravLsenu
Rd.. Gravesend. Next meeting 2nd June.
g The Bungaiows> Cross Lane West.
Gravesend. Kent.
, n„Hnn
Mr L Remfry
Mr. T. Briddock,
Last Friday each month, at "The Cran
Lonuo"
'
7 4 Cherry Tree. Walk. West Wickham.
bourn." 1 Upper St. Martin's Lane.
Kent.
Leicester Square, W.C. 2.
Mr H.W. Maxlow . . Mr. A. Waterman,
Third Friday each month, at 7.45 p.m., Ser
M,iHct„no
Mai
e
Little Holmestead, Forge Lane.
geants' Mess, Depot. R.W.K.. Maidstcwie.
Leeds. Nr. Maidstone. Kent.
c„.,«„«abc
Mai. A. H. Coombes. Mr. J. Palmer,
Last Thursday each month, at 8 p.m., Drill
b
noa
td
c/o T.A. Centre, Argyle Road. Sevenoaks.
Hall, Argyle Road. Sevenoaks.
Shnmrliffe
Lt.Col. I. R Lovell .. Mr. E. W. N. Elvy.
" FleursdeLys." Sandgate Quarterly, first
bnorncime
Friday. January, April, July, October.
235 Cheriton High stl.eet. Folkestone.
T n n h r i r i «e mid
Maj. N. S. C. Elmlie Mr. F. Jezard.
Third Wednesday of each month, T.A.
T. nhrirfrpWei's
2 Milton Gardens. Tonbridge.
Centre. Avebury Avenue. Tonbridge.
Rth Rattalfon
Lt Col. G. K. Defrates Mr. C. Sayers.
Reunions twice yearly at White Hart Hotel,
bin uanai
59 Grasmere Gardens. Orpington.
Bromley.
D s.o., M.c.
7th Pittalion
Major E. Goodman . . Mr. T. Shepherd.
Reunions annually in March or April as
7th Battalion
notified in Press and 'Q.O.G.
4fl2 Downham Way Bromley. Kent.
8th
tnth
10th

Mr. R. F. Wilks

Battalion

Rattalion
Batt
1 1 t h Rattalion
11th B a t t a l i o n
onti ii nnrinni
20th (London)


Mr. A. E. Buddell.
^^ M
Mr J Min^ay
o

C

Mr. Stanford.
Annual Dinner, as notified in "Q.O.G."
10 Bramble Close. Maidstone.
Mr. L. W. Dawsciir.
Annual Dinner, as notified in "Q.O.G."
19 Chestnut Drive. Heme Bay. Kent.
Mr. F. Sales.
Meeting first
Tuesday each month. Hon>
Hedge House. Blackheath.
1(. Kjdbrooke Grove. Blackheath. S.E. 3.

Membership is open to all who are serving or who have served in The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment. Subscriptions are :
Life Membership : Officers £2/10/0; Other Ranks, 10/; or an Annual Subscription of : Officers, 5/. other Ranks, 1/.
The object of this Association is to foster esprit de corps, to help members keep in touch with one another, and to assist those in
distress. The Association is affiliated to the British Legion.
Past and Present Association Badges are available at a cost of 3/

to Life Members.

All communications should be addressed to the Hon. Secretary, Past and Present Association, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone, Kent.

Why
APPOINTED
TAILORS

AND

APPROVED

your

AND OUTFITTERS

to the

QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT
REGIMENT

Stockists

of

the

approved

pattern

Shirts,

Regimental and Golf Ties, Blazer Badges, etc.
Civil and Military Requirements
forwarded upon request

12, MIDDLE ROW, MAIDSTONE
Phone 3575

Always choose the best—

FUEMUNS
'ELEPHANT'

ALES

help
is neeet&d . . .
Y o u m a y t h i n k it i s u n b e l i e v a b l e t h a t
t h e r e a r e s t i l l m a n y c a s e s of g r e a t h a r d s h i p
among exsoldiers and their dependants that
c a n n o t b e h e l p e d b y o f f i c i a l s c h e m e s of
r e l i e f , b u t it i s a t r u e fact.
The Army Benevolent Fund is the
p a r e n t b o d y of a l l r e g i m e n t a l c h a r i t i e s a n d
provides financial aid to those charities
which give personal attention to individual
c a s e s i n n e e d a n d c a s e s of r e a l h a r d s h i p
w h e r e it is i m p o s s i b l e t o r a i s e l i f e a b o v e a
hare restricted existence.
Y o u r h e l p is b a d l y n e e d e d b e c a u s e
the calls on this Fund are increasing
considerably.
P l e a s e g i v e all y o u c a n a f f o r d a s a t o k e n
of g r a t i t u d e t o t h e m e n w h o g a v e s o m u c h
for you.
SUPPORT

THE

ARMY BENEVOLENT
FUND
Patron: HIS LATE MAJESTY THE KINO
© Donations may be sent to The President, The Army
Benevolent Fund, 20 Grosvenor Place, London, S.W.I
or paid Into any Bank In Great Britain or N. Ireland.
Registered

Under The War Charities Act. 1340.

FREMLINS LTD  MAIDSTONE & LONDON
This space donated by W. Nash Ltd., St. Pauls Cray, Kent

Printed by H. R. Pratt Boorman, at the Offices of the Kent Messenger, Maidstone — August. 1959.
Hon. Editor : Lt.Colonel A. A Eason. The Barracks. Maidstone. Advertising Agents : Service Newspapers Ltd.. 67/68, Jermyn
Street. St. James's. London. S.W.I. Whitehall 2504.
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A model

°f
perfection
from
Garrards
In the production ol presentation
pieces and prizes absolute accuracy
of detail is vital. Such accuracy, the
outcome of Ion" experience and
skilful craftsmanship, will he
found in the military department ol
Garrard & Co. I hev w ill be happy
lo assist YOU in the choice
of prizes and presentation pieces.

G A R R A R D & CO. LTD.
Crown jewellers
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THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT (50th and 97th)
" Quo Fas et Gloria ducunt." The Sphinx superscribed " Egypt."
The White Horse of Kent with motto "Invicta."
"Vimiera," "Corunna," "Almarez," "Vittoria," "Pyrenees," "Nive," "Orthes," "Peninsula," "Punniar," "Moodkee,"
"Ferozeshah," "Aliwal," "Sobraon," "Alma," "Inkerman," Sevastopol," "Lucknow," "New Zealand," "Egypt, 1882,"
"Nile, 188485," "South Africa, 190002" "Afghanistan, 1919."
The Great War—18 Battalions.—"Mons," "Le Cateau," "Retreat from Mons," "Marne, 1914," "Aisne, 1914," "La Bassee, 1914,"
"Messines, 1914. '17" "Ypres, 1914, '15, '17, '18," "Hill 60," "Gravenstafel," "St. Julien," "Frezenberg," "Loos,"
"Somme, 1916 '18," "Albert, 1916, '18." "Bazentin," "Delville Wood," "Poziers," "Guillemont," "FlersCourcelette,"
"Morval," "Thiepval," "Le Transloy." "Ancre Heights," "Ancre. 1916, '18." "Arras, 1917, '18." "Vimy, 1917," "Scarpe, 1917,"
"Oppy," "Pilcken," "Langemarck, 1917," Menin Road," "Polygon Wood," "Broodseinde," "Passchendaele," "Cambrai,
1917. '18" "St. Quentin," "Rosieres," "Avre," "Villers Bretonneux," "Lys." "Hazebrouck," "Kemmel," "Amelns," "Bpaume,
1918," "Hindenburg Line," "Epehy," "Canal du Nord," "St. Quentin Canal." "Courtrai," "Selle," "Sambre," "France and
Flanders, 191418," "Italy, 191718," "Suvla," "Landing at Suvla," "Scimitar Hill," "Gallipoli, 1915," "Rumani," "Egypt,
191516," "Gaza," "El Mughal  ," "Jerusalem," "Jericho," "Tell 'Asur," 'Palestine, 191718," "Defence of Kut el Amara,"
"Sharqat," "Mesopotamia, 1^1518."
Second World
"Djebel Abiod
Africa, 1942
sible Bridge
to Florence," "Monte Scalari,
" The Senio," "Argenta Gap," "Italy, 194345," "Greece, 194445." "Leros," "Malta, 194042," "North Arakan," "Razabil," "Mayu
innels," "Defence of Kohima," "Taungtha," "Sittang, 1945," "Burma, 194345."
Tunnels
ColonelinChief : H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Colonel of the Regiment : LieutenantGeneral Sir William Oliver, K.C.B., O.B.E., D.L.
Deputy Colonel of the Regiment : MajorGeneral D. E. B. Talbot, C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C.
O.C., Regimental Depot, Major G. U. Weymouth, M.B.E.
Allied Regiments of the Canadian Army :
1st Bn., Royal New Brunswick Regiment—ColonclinChief : H.M. The Queen.
The Essex and Kent Scottish Regiment
Allied Regiment of the New Zealand Forces :
The Canterbury Regiment.
Regular and Territorial Battalions :
1st Bn. (50th and 97th Foot)
British Forces Post Office 53,
4th/5th Bn. (T.A.)—Tonbridge.
Units of the Army Cadet Force affiliated :
1st A.C.F. Bn., Maidstone.
2nd. A.C.F. Bn., Tunbridge Wells.
"The Queen's Own Gazette" is published monthly.
Subscription : The rates, payable In advance to the Editor, are as follows : Officers, 9/ per annum, post free; Other
Ranks, 5/ per annum, post free.
The Editor Is always glad to receive articles and items of news suitable for publication. Address MSS. direct to the
Editor, The Barracks. Maidstone,

THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT
ColonelinChief: H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Colonel of the Regiment : LieutenantGeneral Sir William Oliver, K.C.B., O.B.E., D.L.
Deputy Colonel of the Regiment : MajorGeneral D. E. B. Talbot, C. B.E., D.S.O., M.C.

SHORT SERVICE OFFICERS

REGULAR OFFICERS
LIEUTENANTCOLONEL
Names
Flint, A. J. M., M.B.E.
Gwilliam, D. H., M.B.E.

Depot Holdee
O.C., 1 R.W.K.
MAJORS

Read, M. R., M.C
Bailey, J. D. B. .
Archer, M. G. M., M.C.
Rickcord, M. B. %
Turner, P. R. H. .
Dowse, R. K. ...
Brock, J. H
Manners, D. C. J,
Waring, H. B. H., M.B.E,
Eason, J. A., T.D. .
Elgood, P. N
Crumplin, W. C. D.
Weymouth, G. U., M.B.E
Willis, C. F„ M.B.E., T.D
Roper, I. H„ M.C. .
Scull, D. S.
Macmillan, I. A. ....
Woodman, E. G., M.C
Ambrose, W. G. R.
Ruffell, D. ........
Blum, D. E
Franklin, A. W. ....
Abplanalp, V. C.
Winstanley, R. G.
Osborne, E. C. S. ..
Shearburn, S. R. O'R.

(Lt.Col.) Muscat Forces.
War Office.
H.Q. Aldershot District.
Range Control, A.A.T.C., Sennelager.
H.Q. Western Comd.
M.D.C. TC. Millom.
4/5 R.W.K.
(T/Lt.Col.) O.C. II KAR.
Depot Holdee.
Depot Holdee.
2 i/c 1 R.W.K. — Adv. Party.
Min. of Defence.
,
O.C., Depot, R.W.K.
H.Q., B.A.O.R.
4 Malay.
G.L. Sec., Hong Kong.
1 R.W.K.
Depot Holdee.
BRIXMIS B.A.O.R.
R.C.B., Westbury.
Depot Holdee.
H.Q., 70 Inf. Bde., Kenya.
Depot, R.W.K.
Depot Holdee.
1 R.W.K.
DOPT 2 Inf. Div. B.A.O.R.

MAJORS
Names
Trumper, J. M. S. W
Marsh, H. W
Russell, H. C., M.C., D.C.M

_
.
Mil Record Office, Ghcma.
39 Indep. Inf. Bde., N. Ireland.
11 K.A.R.
CAPTAINS

Fitzpatrick, J. N
Mannering, L. A
Dinsdale, J. W.

* »A T
?.c!locl>°t» X"
H.Q., 2 T.A.F.
LIEUTENANTS

Furlonger, B
Colgate, T.K
Clinch, M. J

]
1 R.W.K.
2nd

tendon.

LIEUTENANTS

Archer, M
Andrews, A. J
Poulsom, P. A. H

Ghana Regt.
Ghana Regt.
Ghana Army.
QUARTERMASTER
(Maj.) 6 K.A.R.

Cook, E. S., M.B.E.

4th/5th

BATTALION

Honorary Colonel : Lt.Col. G. E. L. Pardington, M.B.E., f.Di
CAPTAINS
Clarke, C. S
Campbell, D. P. I.
Nicholls, R. W. G., M.B.
Dodson, K.
Fletcher, J. S. .........
Goodwin, P. J
Norton, J. D
Lygo, J. R. ........ ...
Leigh, P. S., M.C
Woolstencroft, D. H..
Craven, C. E
Neve, R. W.; M.C
Wood, W. R
Torver, C. L
Newall, M. R. M
Pybus, I. D

A.S.P.T., Aldershot.
I R.W.K.
12 Liaison Ftt. A.A C.
1 R.W.K. —Adv. Party.
Adjt., Depot, R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
Depot Holdee.
1 R.W.K.
Depot Holdee.
1 R.W.K. — Adv. Party.
Mons O.C.S.
Fed. Malaya Mil. Forces.
1 R.W.K.
Adjt., 1 R.W.K.
A.F.D., Aldershot.

LI EUTENANTCOLONEL
O.C.

Waring, A. R. H., T.D.

MAJORS
Large, J. L.
Marchant, P. N.
Pennells, H. D. A.

Meyrick, K. C., T.D.
Bobby, F. J.
Coath, T. C.
Wood, D. W. J., T.D.

CAPTAINS
Ogilvie, J. B.
Clemence, M. J.
Wrftson, K. E.

CalverJones, J.
Duggan, H. R.
Innes, C. A.
George, P. M. J.

SUBALTERNS
LIEUTENANTS
Heatly, A. F. .
Durtnell, R. J.
Taylor, E. A. .
Butler, C. D. B.
Langhorne, J. .
Hiscock, P.
Cleaver, G. F. .
Smith, M. ). .
Champion, C. G.
Pearce, N. C. .

3 Para.
1 R.W.K.
I R.W.K.
Depot, R.W.K.
3 Para.
R.M.C.S., Shrivenham.
1 R.W.K. — Adv. Party.
A.D.C., G.O.C., E. Anglian Dist.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.

ATTACHED
Capt. J. A. Barlas, R.A.M.C. (T.A.) Lt. R. P. Gilbert, R.A.P.C. (T.A

NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICERS

2nd LIEUTENANTS
Hotman, J. C.
Whitty, R. H.

I R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.

QUARTERMASTERS
Blake. A. G„ M.B.E.
Stephens, S. V. ...
Grubb. J. E., M.B.E.
Hoggart, ,E. J. W. .

(Maj.) 4/5 R.W.K.
(Capt.) Depot, R.W.K.
(Lt.) H.Q., Home Counties Dist.
(Lt.) l R.W.K. —Adv. Party.

macLachlan, S.
Gregory, M. K.
Sutton, J. D.
Cyster, P. L.
Parslow, J. P.
Burrell, G. K.
Curtis, D. R.
Finnis, S. R.

Smith, J. C. C. j.
Young, R. N.
Maw, N. N. G.
Pedgrift, G. E.
Fraser, C. G.
MorleyJacob, P. J. (A/Capt.)
Nyren, M. V. (A/Capt.)

Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.

K.
S.
R.
R.
P.

Lt. T. J. B. Locker
Lt. R. C. Robertson
2/Lt. P. J. S. Furneaux
2/Lt. R. W. SheltonAgar
2/Lt. W. G. Leckie

Cannell
E. Coningham
D. Wallace
A. Crane
G. Birch
REGULAR

PERMANENT STAFF

Trg. Major and Adjt.—
Major J. H. Brock.

Q.M.(Major) A. G. Blake, M.
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QE6itorial

W

E congratulate Lt.Col. M. R. Read, M.C., on being
Mentioned in Despatches for distinguished services
in the Arabian Peninsular.
*

*

*

*

Regimental Diary 1960
Orders can still be accepted for the 1960 Diary. Prices
are :—
Wallets complete with pencils
16/ Id.
Leather Bound
....
5/ 7d.
Plexcide
4/ 5d.
Refills

2/10d.
*

Christmas Card

*

*

4

Wc publish a picture of the subject matter of this
year's Christmas Card. It is a copy of a water colour by
Mr. C. C. P. Lawson, and was painted to commemorate the
centenary of our 4/5th Battalion 18591959.
lt represents the four main stages in the 4th Battalion
history—1859, 1895, 1914, 1944.
There will only be one type of card this year with the
picture inside, crest outside and tied with Regimental rib
bon. Cost inclusive of postage Is. 3d. per card.
An order form was enclosed in last month's Q.O.G. and
we sincerely hope that demands will be made early so that
we can base our estimate on requirements.
*

*

Past & Present Association Lapel Badges
A new stock has been obtained and these can be pur
chased at 3s. each from Regimental Headquarters.

*

*

*

Car Badges
We have a limited number of car badges in stock and
these are available from Regimental Headquarters at
26s. 9d. each (post free) or 25s. if collected.

Social and Personal
The General's Visitors' Book
The 50th Foot is arriving home by numbers and filling
the blank pages in "THE" Book.
Major P. N. Elgood, Capt. K. Dodson, Mr. G. F.
Cleaver, arrived home with the Advance Party and are at
the moment at Moore Barracks, Shorncliffe, where they are
attached to the 1st Suffolks awaiting the arrival of the
Main Body at the end of this month—or when they return
from disembarkation leave.
(1 like the term " Main Body."
of whole armies).

It conjures up thoughts

Next to arrive was Major S. R. O'R. Shearburn. He
was in a hurry to get away from the atmosphere of drill and
discipline always current at the Regimental Depot, to spend
a holiday somewhere in England before duties call him to
the B.A.O.R.

This year's Christmas Card picture
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Lt.Col. Bobby Flint signed next, having handed over
command of the 1st Battalion to Lt.Col. Twink Gwilliam,
he is now enjoying a wellearned leave before joining the
big noises at S.H;A.P.E.
Major Blick Waring (beaming all over as usual) came
next. Like the others he wended his way to " where the
wicked cease to worry and the weary are at rest." Inci
dentally it is time we congratulated him on his M.B.E.
Long may he wear it.
When he terminates his spot of leisure, the War Office
want him to complete their establishment.
The Quartermongers Department was represented by
Major Bertie Blake and Worgan Hoggart. The former is
for duty with the T.A. Battalion, and the latter with the
Regular Battalion.
So much for arrivals from the Dirty Half Hundred.
Major John Eason, having taught the boys at Plymouth
Junior Leaders School as much as is good for them, is
going soon to British Corps HQ in B.A.O.R. to show them
some tricks.
Major LewisBarned (our local Cadi) whom we are
glad to say is recovering from his illness honoured us with
his presence. I don't think there is any need to mention the
inquest proceedings outside the door of RHQ on his new
car. The gadgets have got to be seen to be believed.
That's L.B., that was !
Major Eric Woodman came in before leaving to join
the JSSC at Chesham.
Lt.Col. J. M. D. BoothTucker signed up. I imagine
his visit was entirely social and I hadn't the neck to ask him
if he had any irons' in the fire. The last occasion we met
was way back in the '30's when he was a regular at the Army
Boxing Championships held in the old drill shed at Maid
stone. He was a keen fan.
Lt.Col. Theobald also made a social call. He lives at
Charing Heath and/is a frequent visitor.
Capt. Bill Stitf visited the brains department on his
return from the land of Rabbie Burrrrns. He looked nicely
tanned but his noSe showed no indication of his Scotch
holiday. It's dry weather up north, too.
Mr. W. H. A. Wade signed on first appointment. We
welcome him to the Regiment. His stay will be short at the
Depot as he is bound for duty with the King's African
Rifles.
We had a visit, too, from Captain R. O. Russell, a
stalwart of the 11th (Lewisham) Battalion. He is no stranger
as he is a regular at Regimental functions and is the recog
nised historian of his Battalion. He arrived with some
Museum exhibits.
Major Guy Weymouth (after his strenuous time in
Spain) is at the moment on leave in the Channel Isles. We
wish him a happy holiday. Major Victor Abplanalp assis
ted by Captain Jack Fletcher, are keeping the flag flying
during his absence. I hope they know what they are doing,
but in any case I'm sure they are doing their best (again I
hope)! I note, however, the epistles emanating from
Orderly Room have not the same dignity evident when
Major Guy Weymouth is the Chairman.
4:

$

*

$

Mrs. V. M. Pulverman, wife of Col. (Bosun) Pulverman,
has taken over the duties of Centre Organiser of Folkestone
W.V.S.
They have one son, Capt. Timothy Pulverman, a regu
lar officer. He led the first party of British soldiers up
Mount Kilimanjaro quite recently.

Col. and Mrs. Pulverman reside at Leaside Court,
Folkestone.
!j!
4s
*
*
Major Blick Waring met two exmembers of the Regi
ment recently in Tunbridge Wells. Mr. Hollingshead, who
was in Cyprus with the Battalion: He is now back at his old
job, plumbing, and doing quite well. Mr. Histea: who was
an equipment repairer in Salonika in 1946 with the 2nd
Battalion is now a bus conductor of a Maidstone & District
bus in Tunbridge Wells.
$

*

*

*

The Sergeants' Mess Visitors Book has some notable
signatures inclusive of Anne Shelton, Bert Weedon and
Cardew the Cad. Their joint address is shown as " B.B.C.,
London."
The visitors came from near and far as I note that
Eileen Gordon accompanied by Geoffrey Gordon hail from
New York.
The " locals" included Tom Vidler from Chelsea,
E. G. Hone and Dr. Hone from Ilford in Essex, and F. W.
Hart and D. Hart came from Ilford. The book has also
the signatures of a host of Maidstonese.
Mr. Mills, an exSergeant of the Regiment, now a resi
dent of Welling, visited the Depot to see if he could contact
some of his old associates. We " wished " him on to Dicky
Bird and Curly Kurton—the only hasbeens we could think
of, and gave him advice on how to join the London Branch,
P. & P.
$

$

$

45

We had a letter recently from Mr. Mackintosh who
wishes his new address published for the information of
his old friends in the Regiment. With effect from October
it will be :—
" Brendon,"
Wonersh Common,
Near Guildford.
4!
4s
45
4s
We offer our congratulations to :—
Capt. N. O. Durdant Hollamby on being elevated to
District Commissioner at Iringa, Tanganyika, and to
Mr. George William Bennett (ex 7807054 R.W.K.) on
his award of the Imperial General Service Medal. He has
been employed at the School of Infantry since 1922.
4s
*
*
45
Tail Piece
If you don't hurry you will be late for your Christmas
Cards. We haven't ordered many as we don't know how
many will be required, and we don't wish to have a stock
of unsold cards on our hands after Christmas. Do please
order your cards NOW. They cost 1 /3d. each and can be
obtained from Regimental H.Q., The Barracks, Maidstone.
As the wolf said, " It is too late to sharpen your tusks when
the drum beats to battle."
T.P.M.

REGIMENTAL

MUSEUM

The Curator is most grateful for the following gifts to
the Regimental Museum :—
Mr. H. Child, M.S.M. (ex R.S.M.): Regimental Match Case.
Capt. R. O. Russell, M.C.: Three Regimental Pictures and
box of documents.
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Where will the Bank Manager be
at 10.2 a.m. tomorrow?

B

Y TEN O'CLOCK he will have glanced through his

morning's post. So now, his branch of Lloyds Bank
having opened, the Manager will be at the service of his
customers. Ready to advise them on financial matters of
any kind.
To those who want to borrow money, for instance, he
will explain that the Bank lends for business or personal
needs at rates of interest linked to Bank Rate and charged

on a daytoday basis  and that there is no cheaper way of
borrowing. Very likely, new customers will come into the
bank to ask about opening an account. The Manager will
make the acquaintance of each one of them and tell them
all they need to know about running a bank account
including the extremely low and fully competitive charges.
And of course he will tell them about the advantages of
the full service which Lloyds Bank offers to all customers.

You are not limited to a cheque book service if you bank with Lloyds. We give
at all our branches and to all customers a complete banking service —at a
modest and competitive cost.
We would like to have you as one of our customers. Why not go in and have
a word with the Manager of your local branch next time you are passing ?

LLOYDS BANK LIMITED "

210

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

Mr. Penfold: Case containing 7 medals and a Bronze
Plaque.
The Curator is anxious to obtain copies of Fyler's
History of the 50th Regiment, also an old crested Regi
mental dessert plate.
Will anyone who has any of the above they can spare,
kindly get in touch with the Curator, Regimental Museum,
c/o Regimental Headquarters. The Barracks, Maidstone.
R. L.
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
The Editor acknowledges with thanks receipt of the
following Regimental Journals and Magazines :—
The Dragon.
Waggoner.
Globe & Laurel.
St. George's Gazette.
Tank.
British Legion Journal.
R.A.O.C. Journal.
Empire.
The Wasp, and the Eagle.

PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS
Extracts from London Gazette
REGULAR ARMY
National Service List
23590488 Cadet David Hugh Gillingham (461155) to be
2/Lt., 13th June, 1959.
23590542 Cadet Antony John Austin Sluce (461170) to be
2/Lt., 13th June, 1959.
2/Lt. Patrick Alan Hardy Poulsom (460496). The name is
as now shown and not as in Gazette (Supplement)
dated 30th June, 1959.
Army Emergency Reserve of Officers
National Service List
2/Lt. F. J. French (455379) from Reg. Army Nat. Serv. List
to be 2/Lt., 20th July, 1959, with seniority 18th October,
1958.

TERRITORIAL ARMY
Lt. P. S. Blunt (450184) from A. E. Res. of Offrs., Nat. Serv.
List to be Lt., 28th July, 1959, with seniority 22nd May,
1958.
Territorial Army Reserve of Officers
Major (Hon. Lt.Col.) F. K. Theobald, M.B.E., T.D. (52188)
having exceeded the age limit ceases to belong to the
T.A. Res. of Offrs., 15th August, 1959, retaining the
hon. rank of Lt.Col.
Lt. A. B. Thompson (68307) having exceeded the age limit
ceases to belong to the T.A. Res. of Offrs., 15th August,
1959, retaining the rank of Lt.
General List
Kent
Lt. W. W. Stitt (112453) (Hon. Capt. late R.W.K.) resigns
his commn., 1st August, 1959.

HONOURS AND AWARDS
Lt.Col. M. R. Read, M.C. (66158) Emp. List 1, late R.W.K.,
Commanding The Muscat Regiment has been Men
tioned in Despatches, in recognition of services in the
Arabian Peninsula.

BIRTHS

BUCKLE.—On 21st August to Angela, wife of Lt.Col.
Peter Buckle, of Three Fords, Send, Woking, a son,
a brother for Sarah, Fiona and Richard.
OGILV1E.—On 28th August, 1959, to Valerie (nde Eve) and
James Ogilvie, of White Cottage, Star Hill. Sevenoaks,
Kent, a daughter (Fiona Jane).

MARRIAGES
BRUCE—WATSON.—On 5th September, at St. Mary's
Church, Amersham, Bucks, Derek Clark, son of Major
C. W. Bruce, to Christine, only daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. R. Watson, of 100 Acres Lane. Amersham.

POWIS POND.—The wedding took place at St. Francis Church, Maidstone, of Mr. David Anthony Powis,
eldest son of Mr. R. Powis, Whitegates, Harrietsham, and Miss Cynthia Pond, daughter of Major and Mrs.
B. A. Pond, Domum, 17, Mote Avenue, Maidstone.
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OBITUARY
LANDER.—Friends serving with me in Dublin, 1911/13,
and in Germany, 1920, will be very sorry to hear of
the passing on of my beloved wife, Beatrice Mary, on
August 4th, 1959, after a very long illness bravely and
patiently borne. Her age was 70 years.
The committal took place at the crematorium
Penmount, Truro, Cornwall, on Friday, August 7th.
The service was at the chapel there, conducted by our
own minister, the Rev. A. G. Dufeu. A large number
of relatives, friends and sympathisers were present.
We were married while I was serving with the 1st Bat
talion in Dublin, on May 12th, 1912.
Fred J. Lander (Major).

DEATH
HITCHENS.—On September 12th, 1959, Colonel Charles
Faunce Hitchens, D.S.O., M.I.Mech.E., passed away
peacefully, at the age of 92, at 37, Hyde Park Gate,
S.W.7.

BY APPOINTMENT TO HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN
GOLDSMITH! &C CROWN JEWELLERS

Your Regimental Badge..
GARRARD & CO. LTD.
(formerly The Goldsmiths «SL
Silversmiths Company Ltd.) have

for many years specialised
in the production of
badge jewellery.

4

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Dear Sir,

Whit* and Yellow Gold and Enamel

You will be pleased to know that I have met several
New Zealanders who were at Alan Nayil ridge in 1942,
when the Queen's Own joined them. One, Major Laing,
who remembers them well, said to me, "Your men have
only got one fault: they don't know when they are beaten."
Yours faithfully,
ExSgt. 6339158 E. Ranson, 4th/5th Bn.
Dear Sir,
Many thanks for your letter of sympathy on your
behalf, and also on behalf of members of the Regiment past
and present, in the passing on of my dear wife on August
4th, 1959.
I feel certain I met you on an occasion when I paid a
visit to the Depot a few years back, when Major Leigh was
serving there.
On that occasion I had the privilege of having lunch
there with the officers serving there then. Brooks was the
Q.M. at the time.
With kind regards and best wishes.
Yours sincerely,
F. J. Lander.

White and Yellow Gold and Encmel

Horn. £9.2.6
Export £6.17.6

Home £17.17.6
Export £13.2.6

Here is illustrated the badge
of your Regiment,
fashioned into a brooch, and
produced in gold and enamel.
If desired, these very attractive
brooches can be set with
diamonds or other precious stones
for which designs and estimates
are submitted without charge.
Great care is taken to ensure
correctness of detail, and expert
workmanship is assured.

GARRARD & CO. LTD.
Crown Jewellers
formerly THE GOLDSMITHS &
SILVERSMITHS COMPANY LTD.

Readers are reminded that we can supply copies of
"The Q.O.G." to their relatives for the modest sum of
Five Shillings, post free.
Ask your Company Commander to make the neces
sary arrangements.

112 REGENT STREET  LONDON  W.i
TELEPHONE: REGENT 3021
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The Action at Biddulph's Berg

T

HE following letter was recently found by Lieutenant
Colonel P. C. M. Buckle while he was going through
some of his father's papers :—
" Hammonia,"
3/6/1900.
Dear General Boyes,
May I, through you, return most grateful thanks to
the 2nd West Kent Regiment for their great assistance
during the action on the 29th May, more especially to
the three companies under Colonel Harrison, who so
gallantly covered the withdrawal of the Grenadier
Guards under heavy fire.
I have today testified in my report to the Lieut.
General to the conduct of the 2nd West Kent, to their
steadiness and discipline during the action, which was
beyond praise.
The 2nd Battalions of Grenadier and Scots Guards
will never forget the day when they stood together with
the Royal West Kent, and will always be grateful to that
Regiment for the material aid rendered them on that
occasion.
I am, my dear General,
very truly yours,
(sd.) B. Campbell.
This letter must have come into the possession of
Colonel Buckle's father when he (then Captain M. P.
Buckle) was Adjutant of the 2nd Battalion during the South
African War. The significance of the letter can best be ex
plained by describing the action to which it refers.
On May 28th, 1900, the 2nd Battalion was at Senekal,
about the centre of the Orange Free State, with Lieutenant
General Sir Leslie Rundle's 8th Division. The two brigades
in the division were the 16th, under MajorGeneral B. B. D.
Campbell, and the 17th, under MajorGeneral J. E. Boyes.
The battalion, which was in the 17th Brigade, was com
manded temporarily by Lieut.Col. C. E. C. B. Harrison, as
LieutenantColonel E. A. W. S. Grove was sick in hospital
at Bloemfontein. The company commanders were : Captain
A. MontgomeryCampbell (A), Captain R. J. Woulfe
Flanagan (M.I.), Captain H. L. C. Moody (C), Captain J. P.
Dalison (D), Major L. BrockHollinshead (E), Captain A.
Martyn (F), Major G. W. Maunsell (G), Captain N. H. S.
Lowe (H).
At about noon General Rundle received information
that a detachment of the Imperial Yeomanry was sur
rounded in Lindley, some 20 miles to the north. He con
sidered that the best way to draw off the Boers was to
demonstrate to the northeast towards Bethlehem. Leaving
most of the 17th Brigade in Senekal, he moved out at
2 p.m. with some Yeomanry, two field batteries, the 16th
Brigade and the 2nd Battalion (less A Company). The
Yeomanry reconnoitered to the north and came under fire
from Biddulphs Berg, a group of kopjes (rocky hills) five
miles from Senekal. The infantry bivouacked for the night
near a stream.
The Boers on the Biddulphs Berg kopjes were 1,500
strong with three guns and a pompom. Rundle's plan was
to send the Yeomanry straight at the position, while two
guns and The East Yorkshires moved to a hill to the south

west. The rest of the force would make a flanking move
ment to the west and close in on the kopjes from the north.
At eight on the morning of the 29th, the 2nd Battalion
left its bivouac with orders to follow the 2nd Scots Guards
and the 2nd Grenadiers. The turning movement drew fire
from two Boer guns. General Campbell ordered Colonel
Harrison to detach one company (C) as escort to the field
batteries, which opened fire on the kopjes. Covered by this
fire the infantry deployed for attack. The Grenadiers ad
vanced well extended ; the Scots Guards moved to the right.
The battalion took up a position in support, with three
companies under Colonel Harrison on the right of the guns,
and three under Major Maunsell on the left.
When the Guards were about 1.000 yards from the
kopjes they were checked by shell and rifle fire. The advance
came to a halt, with the guardsmen lying on the open veldt.
Then the enemy guns lifted and threw shell after shell on
the position occupied by the battalion and the field batteries.
At this stage a grassfire flared up behind the Grenadiers.
Some of their wounded, who lay helpless on the ground,
were burned. The flames passed diagonally in front of The
Queen's Own.
By this time the object of the operation had been
attained, for groups of Boers could be seen coming from the
direction of Lindley. So Sir Leslie issued instructions for
his troops to break off the engagement.
As the Guards rose from the ground the Boers re
doubled their fire. Even so, the withdrawal was carried out
admirably, the Grenadiers passing through the position held
by the battalion. It was then seen that several of the
wounded had been left on the scorched veldt, and an officer
and a score of guardsmen returned to rescue them. Some
of the Queen's Own assisted in this work, ColourSergeant
E. J. A. Bullock, Corporal T. C. Dorrell, LanceCorporal
E. F. Humphreys and Privates Bishop, Bond. Crisp and
Styles being particularly conspicuous. After the troops had
returned to camp, CivilSurgeon A. C. Turner (the bat
talion's M.O.) and Corporal Dorrell remained on the field
all night attending to those wounded who could not be
brought in.
The Grenadiers lost 139 killed and wounded in this
action, and the Scots Guards 24. Although the battalion
had been under shell fire for a considerable time, casualties
were only eight privates wounded (Andrews, Ardrey,
Cairns, Hoye, Latter. Ott, Smith, J., and Valder). Colonel
Harrison's horse was shot under him. being hit in three
places. ColourSergeant Bullock, Corporal Dorrell and
LanceCorporal Humphreys were awarded the D.C.M.
After this action the bulk of 8th Division marched
southeastwards to Hammonia and Ficksburg. lt was while
the 16th Brigade was at Hammonia that General Campbell
wrote the abovequoted letter to General Boyes. Without
doubt General Boyes passed on a copy of it to the 2nd
Battalion, and Captain M. P. Buckle kept this as a
souvenir.
Captain M. P. Buckle was not with the 2nd Battalion at
Biddulphs Berg. He had been wounded in the wrist and
thigh at Thaba'nchu on April 29th. Having made a quick
recovery, he rejoined on June 9th.
H.D.C.
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News from Battalions :
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i st BATTALION
CAMP is beginning to
C.B.S.
wear a stricken look.

Spare tents have come down,
the miniature range is de
molished, tent boards screen
ing messes, offices and other
and less official hideyholes
have disappeared. In their
place rise piles of packing
cases and stores ready for
back loading.
In short, the move is
" on " and preparations for it
have taken up most of our
time this month.
The Advance Party have
arrived in England, appar
ently in good order, and are
now on leave before taking
over Moore Barracks, Shorn
cliffe early in September
from 1st Bn. The (Suffolk
Regiment. Although they did
not reach Shorncliffe until
late at night, the families had a splendidly organised recep
tion arranged by Lt. Eric Hoggart, assisted by Lt. John
Grubb. The former is taking over as Quartermaster of
the Bn. and the latter is filling some not very clearly defined
but obviously very influential appointment at H.Q. Home
Counties District.
The C.O. accompanied a high powered reconnaissance
patrol to visit M.V. Devonshire at Limassol to tie up
details for the Bn.'s journey in the ship when she next sails
on 29th September. The old hands in the party noticed
many improvements since the Bn. last sailed in her — to
Singapore in 1951. On present plans the Bn. will reach
Southampton on 10th October and go straight on leave.
Some will be due for more leave than others but we
should be complete in Shorncliffe by 1st December.
On his departure in July, Col. Flint received a message
from Mr. John Browne, Chief Constable of Cyprus, which
gave great pleasure to everyone. The following is an
extract:—
" I want to place on record the thanks of all ranks
of The Cyprus Police Force for all the first class work done
by the Bn. during the Emergency. We have greatly admired
your keenness and energy."
A welcome occasion, of a kind all top rare, was the
visit to the Bn. of Mr. J. R. Campbell Carter, J.P., Chair
Irian of the Chislehurst and Sidcup Urban District Council,

Mr. Campbell Carter met and talked to a number of all
ranks and showed great interest in the doings of the Bn.
We were very pleased to see him.
Each Coy. this month is having an administrative
inspection and the Rifle Companies are showing their
tactical efficiency in attack exercises in which detachments
of Support Coy. Pis. are also taking part. The " enemy "
are the Corps of Drums, led with dash and enthusiasm by
the Adjutant, R.S.M. and Drum Major, with noises off by
Sgt. Coleman and the Assault Pioneer Section.
H.M.S. Undine is affiliated to us during her three weeks'
stay in Cyprus water: visits are being exchanged and cricket
and football matches have been played, so far slightly in
our favour.
The Bn. swimming team and especially its captain, Mr.
Trevor Colgate, is to be congratulated on its performance
in the 50 Inf. Bde. Gp. Swimming Meeting, details of which
appear elsewhere.
On 27th August, a Memorial Service was held in St.
Paul's Church, Nicosia, for Sir Henry Baltershill, a former
Governor of Cyprus, who died recently in Kyrenia. Sir
Henry served in the 2nd Bn. in the First World War and
Mr. Taylor and Mr. Whitty represented the Regt. at
the Service.
2/Lt. Anthony Scouller has left us to take a parachute
course prior to returning to civil life and 2/Lt. Jonathan
Govan is also due home as soon as he has recovered from
an operation for appendicitis, we wish them both good luck
in the future.
We welcome for a short stay the Rev. Bobby Burns
(C.F.). He is relieving Padre Tony Alban, who is on a
spell of duty in Tripoli.
Congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. Cleaver and to Cpl.
and Mrs. Hurley on the births of daughters.
Next month's correspondence will be the last from
the Mediterranean (as far as we can forecast). We shall
look forward to seeing past and present members of the
Regt. after our return to Shorncliffe.

"A" COMPANY
Company H.Q.
This month started with a ' bang,' so to speak. The
Coy. went to Athalassa Range for their Annual L.M.G.
Classification, and of course Coy. H.Q. went along. The
results obtained, although not spectacular, were at least
on a par with the average of the Pis.
Next came a return to Paphos Gate Police Station,
where owing to the increased strength of the Coy., H.Q.
were not called upon to do Guards, Town Patrols, etc.
This time was spent in preparing the Arms for the Annual
D.E.M.E. Inspection, and all personal documents for the
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M.E.L.F. Documents Team Inspection. A tedious and very
unrewarding job. although the results obtained satisfied
everybody concerned.
At the present time the Coy. are doing fatigues, as
we are once again Duty Coy. Owing to the nearness of
our departure for England, the fatigues seem to have
doubled: this is causing our C.O.S. a great deal of worry
and the Coy. Office is usually inundated with enquiries
and complaints.
The Coy. Party, which was attended by all members
of the Coy., was a huge success, due mainly to the efforts
of Miss Kay Long, our much liked W.V.S. lady. Just
after the Tombola finished, she was presented with a
Musical Powder Compact, a token of " A " Coy.'s admira
tion for the work she has put into keeping us happy during
our stay in Cyprus.
On closing I will just mention that at the time of
writing the Bn. has only 40 days on the island. Hurray !
' Demob Happy.'
1 Platoon
At last the day that everyone has waited for has
arrived — we were told to paint our kitbags. What a
lovely start to our Q.O.G. Notes and we were all in high
spirit, but then again came that old misery — Duty Coy.,
but the less said about that the better. Having forgotten
that black period of the month we can go on with more
pleasant things. The PI. fired their Annual L.M.G. Classi
fication and, except for one or two individuals, the PI. did
quite well and showed our usual high standard by getting
the best average score again.
That week ended quietly except for an outburst by
the Colour Sergeant, who was worrying about the cinema
money being unpaid again; we thought he was going to
pay for us ! Whilst on the subject of pay we must
congratulate Cpls. Horton and Quilter on getting their
second tape. I won't congratulate yours truly because they
only made me up because it looks bad having a Pte.
writing the Q.O.G. Notes !
The third week we proceeded to Paphos Gate Police
Station, where once again we spent our time watching tennis
on the other side of the wall — some people even used
binoculars, though the reason for this is not quite known.
After a pleasant week of patrolling Nicosia at night, we
returned to the horrors of C.B.S. Camp and a Swimming
Team was hastily organised to compete in the InterCoy.
Swimming Gala, which was really the Bn. Swimming Trials.
The PI. was extremely well represented by me, and even
though there was such talent in the Coy. Team we could
only manage third place ! The last 10 minutes of the
morning was spent by the Officers' and Sergeants' Water
Polo Match, in which Sgt. Bryan, of 3 PI., and the C.P.
spent a lot of time trying to find the ball under the
water !
After the swimming we were brought right back to
earth by Coy. Detail, which read, Cookhouse, Guards, Sgt.s'
Mess, etc. Yes, once again the dreaded period, but this
time with a difference, we ripped up all our duckboards
and stacked our lockers outside ready to be taken away.
This made us realise that time is drawing near for our
move to the U.K. The lack of duckboards creates a
lot of dust and it is a familiar sight to see the boys going
on an R.S.M.'s Fatigue Parade carrying shovels to remove
the dirt from their boots.

During this month we lost Sgt. 1 idy, who has returned
to the U.K. with the advance party, and we wish both him
and his family a very pleasant trip home; we won't be far
behind him now. Also we welcome to our happy ranks
Cpl. Guillaume for a short stay before he too sets off for
U.K. to train the new draft.
Well, we close once again on a happy note because
next week we are going down to 6 Mile Beach, Kyrenia,
for a week by the sea, and there we'll see who will
be getting the panic suntans, before we set off for home !
So that's the end for this month; just wait with baited
breath for the next instalment from ' The Elite.'
'The Elite.'
2 Platoon
This month's big event was the Coy. Party. Everybody,
including the O.C., PI. Commanders, C.S.M. and PI. Sgts.,
and of course all O.R.s, were there. Largely due to the
elforts of Miss Kay Long, our very well liked W.V.S. lady,
it was a huge success. Towards the end of the evening,
' Kay,' as she is known to us, was presented with a Musical
Powder Compact. This was a farewell present from all
the boys of ' A ' Coy., as a token of their appreciation
of all she has done for us.
Our next event is the Coy.'s trip to Kyrenia 6 Mile
Beach, where we are due to guard the W.D. property
there. Of course everybody is expecting plenty of swim
ming and sunbathing, so we should arrive back in "Blighty'
looking like ' wog ' boys.
As the time draws near for our departure from Cyprus,
everybody is busy buying presents, etc. The Customs will
probably have a field day when we get to Southampton.
There were some long awaited promotions this month.
Pies. Boyd and Stolton are now A/L.Cpls., and 1 feel sure
that they will be two very popular N.C.O.s
Two 'new boys' arrived this month, Ptes. Ruck and
Pilbeam, and I take this opportunity of welcoming them
to 2 PI. and hope their stay will be happy, lt should be
as we all know what a ' grand lot' we arc.
' The Homeseekers.'
3 Platoon
Just after the last edition the PI. completed two weeks
of security duties at Paphos Gate Police Station. Nothing
much of note transpired in that time. Pte. 'Hitler' Rose
was continually seen walking around with a vacant expres
sion and mumbling " am I really mad ? " He has had so
many differing opinions that he is still rather bewildered.
About this time we had to say goodbye to the illustrious
Cpls. 'Dave' Watson and Pete Guillaume, who Hew back
lo the depot to train the newest draft. We are happy lo
say that this is a temporary posting and they will be rejoin
ing us in England. Their unflagging efforts and experience
will be sadly missed by the ' alikeefics." We take the
opportunity of bidding a fond welcome back to the PI.
of our old friend L.Cpl. 'Meff' Matthews, alias the
' Buffalo.' We hope his stay will be a long and pleasant
one. All the best ' Meff.'
It is rumoured that a secret society has been formed
amongst some members of the PI. plus two Coy. office
' wallahs.' All attempts to discover its membership and
meeting place have been to no avail. On returning from
Paphos Gate the PI. enthusiastically participated in the
revelry of the Coy. party. The highlight of the evening
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was the presentation of ' a little something' by Pte. 'SIB
Robo' Robinson to Miss Kay Long, without whose unflag
ging enthusiasm and tireless energy in our interests there
would have been no party at all. The whole PI., en masse,
wish to thank Miss Kay Long most sincerely for a tremen
dous evening.
During the last week we have enjoyed the menial task
of removing our duckboards and lockers. When the duck
boards went, Pte. ' Dave' Wellard and several others of
the PI. could be seen crawling around the floor searching for
loose cash. The exact amount recovered is a closely
guarded secret.
Congratulations go to the Coy. Swimming Team, and
in particular to L.Cpl. Hawkins, who acquired a first, Lt.
Colgate, who got a second, and to all members of the
relay teams. A very fine effort indeed. Well done boys.
Congratulations are also due on the occasion of their
promotion to L.Cpl. of Ptes. Garrood and Rowlands. We
welcome their promotion and wish them the best of luck
in their new duties.
We leave you with the happy thought that there is
only one more edition to be written from the island.

' Alikeefics.'

" C " COMPANY
Company H .Q.
"They're off! "—Yes, it was the advance parly away
to a good start under the able direction of Sgt. Everett
armed with a long list of wants and requests from the
O.C.., C.S.M. and C.Q.M.S. He should have a busy time
looking to them, but if he is unfortunate enough to be

caught fulfilling the C.S.M.'s wants then the latter promises
to visit him at least monthly. The departure of the advance
party is a welcome sign and brings us that much nearer
to our own departure.
The Company has just completed its last tour of duty
at Paphos Gate Police Station and now has only two main
duties left, namely, Six Mile Beach guard and the Com
manding Officer's Adm. Inspection. We have already lost
our lockers and tent hoards, and H.T. Devonshire is no
longer in the " distance," but has moved to the " middle
distance"; soon it will be in the "foreground."
Since our previous notes we have completed our
Annual Range Classification on both S.L.R. and L.M.G.
It was a valiant effort on some people's part.
Due to the prolonged and strenuous training given lo
the Coy. Clerks by their beloved C.S.M., " Chalkie " got a
marksman on both weapons. Not to be outdone by his
fellow clerk, " Hawkeyc " Brooker (1st class shot), gained
a "stickman" on his next guard. "Chalkie" countered
with the aid of the C.S.M. (Orderly Officer) by also being
chosen as " stickman." Very few people. " Hawkeye"
being the most sceptical of them all, seem convinced that
this " stickman " was justly earned.
'"Handy Cap" Maxwell and Pte. "Pete" Read are
not only preparing for a D.E.M.E. Inspection, as il that
wasn't enough, but arc painting in their spare time. How
ever. the quantity of " 'Andy Caps and Florries" that have
recently appeared on their kit bags make it hard to believe
that all that work could have been done in their spare
lime, but the results of the inspection will soon tell.
We wish Pte. Harris, who was our accommodation

HALLMAHIC
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houses where, for any reason, permanent builtin refrigerated
shelves are not provided. Instances include small bars,
buildings of historic interest, and tied houses — in which
latter case they remain tenants' property. In assembly rooms
and restaurants, these mobile shelves may be transported to
whichever dining rooms or suites happen to be in use, and
require only to be plugged in to the nearest power point.
The Hallmark condensing unit is contained in the ventilated
base, and the complete unit is mounted on rubbertyrcd
castor wheels.
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Here's one pack it's a pleasure to carry—
Kreemys, the new Sharp's toffees in the
handy pack. Buy a packet of scarlet
and gold wrapped Kreemys today
—they're delicious!

EDWARD

SHARP

&

SONS

LTD.,

The

Toffee

Specialists,

MAIDSTONE,

KENT
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storeman, the very best of luck in Civvy Street. With our
other storeman, Pte. Al. Parkin, on the Advance Party, we
now have two new storemen in Coy. H.Q., namely, Ptes.
Hawkins and Kingsnorth—no doubt the trials and tribula
tions of the stores will take their toll eventually.
The pride of the office has gone, they have taken our
steel locker away, not to mention our duckboard walls.
On the credit side, Pte. "Lofty" Hamman from the last
draft ha^joined the staff. It is hoped that he will take
over from typist "Hawkeye" when the latter returns to
his wigwam on Blackheath at the end of the year.
7 Platoon
Well, we are now in the month of August, and there
are only six weeks to go before we set sail for England.
During the last few weeks we have been busy packing
stores and generally making preparations for our departure.
The Platoon hasn't suffered any changes since we last
wrote, but in the very near future four of our merry men
are leaving us on demob., L/Cpl. Davies, Ptes. Stevenson,
Midge Taylor, White 68 (the original "chalky"), but we
will deal with them next month.
On the training side we have had a week down at the
Dhekelia Ranges classifying on the Bren Gun. Cpl. Tom
Woollard and Pte. 'Arry Nixey obtained marksman and
quite a few of the other members of the Platoon are 1st
class shots. Not a bad show, we think. It wasn't a week
of all work and no play, for with the sea only five minutes'
walk away, we all managed to spend a great deal of our
offduty time immersed in it. When we returned to Nicosia
the Platoon had high hopes of a peaceful Bank Holiday,
but the R.S.M. had other ideas—we were on duties. But
we did get the following weekend off with an extra day
thrown in for good measure. Most of us spent much of
the leave on the coast at Kyrenia, the sea being the best
place to be in this weather.
Paphos Gate Town duties came round again last week
for the last time, and I don't think the Platoon will easily
forget this last tour as " bulled boots" featured quite a
lot iti their lives during the week.
Nothing else of great note has happened to "the
Platoon except the knowledge of an Admin. Inspection at
the end of the month. We hope that next month we will
have something a little more interesting to tell.
" Lucky Seven."
8 Platoon
August has proved a very busy and varied month for
8 Platoon. In the middle of the month we visited Athalassa
Ranges and fired the new S.L.R. Classification Course in
which the Platoon gained six marksmen. Two weeks later
we were at Dhekelia doing some grenade throwing,
followed by three days on the new L.M.G. Classification
Coqrse. Not quite such good results, but nobody disgraced
themselves. Well done, Cpl. Leiper, on a double marks
man, and Cpl. Welch, Pies, Dean, I'Anson, Trott and
Wickens on their S.L.R. marksman. The pattern for this
week at Dhekelia was an early start each day, thus ehabling
us to finish early and spend most afternoons at tiearby
St. George's beach. We were lucky enough to be one of
the first units to use the new ablutions and showers on the
range, and the plentiful supply of running water was a
luxury that the water shortage in Nicosia still denies us
back at C.B.S.
Two trips to Paphos Gate, the first fpr one week qnd

the second for four days, were uneventful apart from a
pleasant visit, during the second trip, from the Chairman
of the Chislehurst and Sidcup Rural District Council on
a holiday in Cyprus.
After a recent spell of Duty Company mixed up with
a kit inspection and other Company Admin, duties, we
find ourselves writing this month's notes at Six Mile Beach,
Kyrenia. The work here is very easy and plenty of swim
ming and sunbathing, which in many cases is merely an
effort to put on a panic suntan for U.K., is being enjoyed
by all. There will be a lot to do when we return to C.B.S.
Camp, and this is our last chance for a rest before our
leave in U.K. The latest report is that everyone will be
allowed at least 28 days' leave irrespective of any other
allowances, etc.
We were all very sorry to see Cpl. Jock Leiper leave
for an adventurous hitchhiking trip across Europe to
Aberdeen, and Cpl. Welch, who is required as a training
corporal with the new draft in U.K., but naturally we wish
them both all the very best of luck and hope to see them
both with us once again in Shorncliffe.
Back at C.B.S. Camp, both lockers and duckboards
have gone and help to make life just a little less comfort
able, and we can expect to see the Camp become even
more like a skeleton as the days flash by towards our move
to Waynes Keep.
9 Platoon
This month has been a very busy one for the Platoon
and as such especially unwelcome, as hard work does not
fit in with that homewardbound feeling.
Rangework has had pride of place, as everyone had
to fire the L.M.G. and S.L.R. annual classification course,
while the Battalion had the ranges for the last time. We
fired the S.L.R. at Athalassa and the results of the Platoon
were surprisingly good considering the course was new to
us. Soon after Athalassa we went down to Dhekelia for
the L.M.G. Course. We camped on the range for five
days, but it was not all work and no play as, with the sea
only about 10 minutes' walk away, we were able to have
a swim every afternoon. In the evening many of the
Platoon were to be seen making their way clad in strange
civilian clothes to the Garrison Club in Dhekelia.
After the range should have come a nice quiet August
Bank Holiday, but the Company instead found itself Duty
Company. On the Tuesday after the Bank Holiday (in
name only) we were whisked off down to Paphos Gate
for the third and last session of Town Duties.
We had our Bank Holiday the following Sunday, and,
belated though it was, it was most welcome and we all had
a good rest, a thing which some people cynically say the
Platoon is best at. "Stirling Moss" Orchard made the
most of the holiday by driving Woody and Old Smudge
on a last trip round the Island as they are leaving us at
the end of the month.
We welcome four new members to the Platoon,
namely, Ptes. Spice, Tullett, White 14 and Maynard, and
wish them the best of luck with the Platoon.
The rather uninspired nature of these tibtes is due to
the fact that Mr. Govan, our Platoon Commander and
regular scribe, is in hospital with appendicitis. We all send
him our best wishes and hope he gets out of hospital in
time to leave the Island on demob, with his draft 5718.
" The Outlaws."
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" D " COMPANY
Phew—what a month. With the closing down of the
life saving picquet at Six Mile Beach at the end of this
month, the Battalion frees itself at last of all I.S. commit
ments on the island. Our duties this month have included
I.S. duty at Paphos Gate, guards on the ammunition depot
at Lakatamia and the G.O.C.'s house at Waynes Keep, and
duty company at Six Mile Beach.
We returned from Paphos Gate on July 16th, and all
the next week were very busy Classifying on Athalassa
range. We started firing as soon as it was light and con
tinued till lunchtime each day. Then on the following
Monday we spent two days on the L.M.G. at Dhekelia. It
was hard and Jiot work, but everyone enjoyed it and the
results prove that we haven't been wasting our time:—
Marksmen 1st
2nd
Fail
Rifle
16
28
18
3
L.M.G
10
19
11
17
Congratulations to all those Marksmen and especially
Luke, who headed the company in both weapons.
On July 23rd the C.inC. M.E.L.F., General Sir Roger
Bower, visited us on the range at Athalassa as part of an
inspection of C.B.S. camp and the Battalion in particular.
Back from Dhekelia on July 27th we just had time to
unpack before packing again for another week's duty at
Paphos Gate police station. There we spent a delightful
August Bank Holiday, and once again there was nothing to
report—but who dares when Delta are directing operations!
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We were given a holiday the day we returned from
" the Gate " and the remainder of the week* was spent as
duty company. Then on August 10th we took over the
life saving picquet from Sp. Coy. at Six Mile. Beach. It's
been said before and it will be said , again, but down at
Kyrenia people could even be heard muttering: "We've
never had it so good " in their sleep. The Sergeant Major,
Cpls. Rickwood, Wilders and Brooks all brought their
families down, and we hope they enjoyed beifig with us a,
much as we enjoyed having them.
And now we are frantically preparing for an Admiv.
Inspection by the C.O. at the end of the week. The
advance party is on leave in England, duckboards and
lockers have disappeared from the tents, and it is indeed an
amazing thought that in six weeks' time the Battalion will
be on the high seas bound for Blighty.
This month we have had to say " Au revoir " to our
Company Commander, Capt. Norton. He has found him
self an excellent job working as a Turkish interpreter on
the Intelligence Staff (we think!). Deeper than that we
won't probe. He has been the guiding light which has led
the " operational " company for the last year, and although
we are all very sorry to see him go, we wish him all the
best,—shoot first, ask questions afterwards, press on your
butts, and come back to us soon.
We are delighted to welcome Lt. Taylor, who will com
mand the Company till we reform at Shorncliffe in
November. We hope his stay in Delta Coy. although short
will be very happy.
And now for our last month at C.B.S. camp, for next
time we put pen to paper we will be on our way to the
transit camp at Waynes Keep.
10 Platoon
This has been a very busy month, with many moves
round the countryside.
We returned from Paphos Gate Police Station after a
further week's duty. The steady round livened only by
town patrol at night: this proved to be excellent training for
our ninemile " bash " as we all passed.
On returning to C.B.S. we had a series of days on the
range at Athalassa; on one of these days we were visited by
the C.inC. M.E.L.F., LieutenantGeneral Sir Roger
Bower.
Sgt. Shoebridge left for " Blighty" at this time, his
place being taken by Cpl. Rickwood, who has just joined
the Platoon. We then went to Dhekelia for two days, spend
ing a night out; we thus managed to finish our classifica
tion.
Once again we were duty Company at C.B.S. and dur
ing this time a number of important changes occurred.
First we lost our Company Commander and secondly
12 PI. was cannibalised and divided amongst 10 and .11 Pis.
Our share of the carcase was a group of soldiers headed by
Cpl. Humphries. Also there was a quantity of hard work
with the " back loading " that was in progress, but a break
cime with our move to Six Mile Beach, where we took over
picquet duties. This was a wonderful opportunity for some
to learn to swim, and surprising progress was made. We
left at the end of the week looking very healthy with deep
sun tan.
Once again we are in the Company lines and in the
throes of an Admin inspection.
R.H.W.
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11 Platoon
For our programme during the past month the reader
has only to consult the Company notes. From these it can,
be seen that we have been extremely busy, not only at
Paphos Gate and Six Mile Beach, but also on the range,
where the whole Platoon has classified on both the Rifle and
L.M.G. Our results were very encouraging and are shown
below:
Marksmen 1st
2nd
Fail
Rifle
8
6
7
2
L.M.G
3
10
3
5
Congratulations to Luke, who shot extremely well and
came top of both weapons in the Company, beating even
"the Sergeant Major and C.Sgt. on the L.M.G.!
Just before we went to Six Mile Beach it was decided
to cut the Company into two Platoons, and to divide 12 PI.
between the other two. Consequently within the Platoon
we divided the old brigade between Cpl. Clark's and Cpl.
Brook's section, and made Cpl. Baker V and his merry men
No. 3 Sec.
We are now in the throes of preparing for an Admin
Inspection by the C.O.—not helped much by the lack of
duckboards and lockers in the tents.
We have big ideas for when we get back to England,
but for the meanwhile C.B.S. camp has got to be cleared up
for H.T. Devonshire waits for no man.
So 'scuse the rush, but everyone's shouting at once and
I think the safest place for the Platoon Commander is in the
mess.
B.C.N.U.

SUPPORT COMPANY

The Battalion swimming champions for 1959: S.P. Coy.
S.P. Coy. won the Battalion swimming championship by 8
points with a total of 49, second came H.Q. 2 with 41 points
and third came "A" Coy. with 37 points. The team
excelled themselves under the watchful eyes of the C.S.M.,
the team captain.
" Bunnies Boys."

MOR. Platoon
The Platoon has spent very little time in camp during
the last couple of months, the reason being the number of
duties such as Paphos Gate Police Station, and at Kyrenia,
Six Mile Beach. We have also been down on the range
classifying on the Bren and Rifle.
On all of these outings Sgt. Taylor, now doing the
duties of C/Sgt., has provided us with all our needs. We
are sorry to be without him, but the Mortars had to fill the
gap once more.
 The C.inC. M.E.L.F. made a tour of the camp and
spoke to a few of the Platoon, whilst doing Mortar training.
We welcome to the Platoon Ptes. Fairman, Reed and
Gilhespy and we hope their stay with us is a pleasant one.
Pte. Fairman has joined us from Coy. H.Q.
Pte. Guidice is now out of hospital and is hobbling
about the Company lines with his leg still in plaster up to
the knee. Sgt. Mead has been evacuated to the Royal
Herbert Hospital at Woolwich and we hope he will be able
to get around better very soon.
A double congratulation for "Jock" Nice, who has
been given his second tape; he is now also the proud bearer
of crossed swords, as a result of passing his Physical Train
ing course.

Coy H.Q.
This month has seen the Advance Party on its way.
The Company is carrying on with a large amount of duties.
This month we have been to Paphos Gate Police Station,
Dhekelia range and Six Mile Beach, and in between times
we have been duty Company (including the three days of
August Bank Holiday).
The Company has finished its outside duties (we hope)
on our return to camp from Six Mile Beach. It was at
Six Mile Beach that our Company Commander had all the
documents checked by the C.S.M. and his clerks (with help
from our Arms Storeman, " Yorky " Davies). " Badger "
Brock, much to his dislike, returned to camp to present the
documents to the B.O.R. Great sighs of relief could be
heard from the Company office when we were told we had
passed the check with flying colours.
At the moment the Company is busy handing in
lockers and duckboards and at the same time getting new
flashes sewn on their B.D., while running around camp try
ing to find boxes for their kit. As if that isn't enough,
during the next 10 days the Company has an Arms and an
Adm. inspection.
Normally you have a feeling of " More parades,
inspection and bull," but this time its " When they are over
another week has gone by." Nobody seems to worry now
with only six more weeks on the Island.
The new accommodation storeman, Pte. Baxter, has
been finding it hard for the past fortnight, as "Hooter"
Hayes has been on leave at Six Mile Beach. On his return
he will be handing in his kit, and then he will be on his way
to civvy street.
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Our Platoon Commander, Mr. Taylor, has now taken
over the command of "D" Coy. We wish him all the best
with his new appointment. Mr. Taylor has been with the
platoon for the past 24 months.
" The Pipers."

fortnight's leave. Some were amazed that anyone who had
already spent 18 months in Cyprus should want to go and
live in a tent and cook their own food, but it takes all
sorts. .. After the first night they still said they were
enjoying themselves, although a donkey had been ridden

M.M.G. PI.

into their tent during the night.

We begin our notes this month with our final visit to
Paphos Gate. As usual, we were overworked, under
nourished, and generally speaking not very happy. Town
patrols became a thing to be feared. Sgts. from 2 Para
chute Regiment were avoided like the plague by those

A stream of Admin Inspections mixed with duty Com
pany weeks are in prospect, but there's not long now and
not even this can depress us much.
" The Barrels."

unfortunate enough to be detailed for a foot patrol.
Apparently they try to travel as fast on the ground as they
do in the air.
We returned to C.B.S. camp only to find

that our

intended home for the next three days was Dhekelia range.
Actually the majority of us were overjoyed at our success
down there. We either maintained or increased our weekly
rate of pay. Shouts such as, " When do I get my fourth
star ?" were answered by, " We'll push them straight
through."
Our next adventure was at Six Mile Beach, Kyrenia.
In actual fact it amounted to a holiday for the Company,

H.Q. COMPANY
Company

II.Q.

Despite

frequent

interruptions

and

a

very

heavy

month in the office, your newlyappointed scribe has some
how managed to find a few minutes to write these notes
in his spare time. That is to say in the hours between
2300 and 0600 hrs.
H.Q. Coy. Office is somewhat bewildering for a new
comer as it seems to be the focal point for everything that

although those people—no names mentioned—who were
suffering from hangovers and found themselves performing
a swimming picquet on one of the rafts, did not share this
view.
Once again we returned to C.B.S. camp and on this
occasion our stay was prolonged by the fact that we were
duty Company.
Our Platoon in particular suffered
grievously, and we calculated the amount of sleep we
enjoyed in minutes rather than hours. Nevertheless, we
came through without any casualties, though Cpl. Kemp
might easily have been one if we all had our way.
Finally, we wish to extend our congratulations to Sgt.
Close and L/Cpl. Sutton on their promotions. We wish
them every success and indeed future promotion. We also
welcome Ptes. Gardiner and Wells.

Perhaps they could

prove that a loud voice is not a good recommendation. We
said farewell to Cpl. Courcha, who left us on the IOth of
this month en route for Shorncliffe, where he expects an
addition to his happy family.
" The Gunners."
A/TK. Platoon
A crowded and varied month for the A/T.K. Platoon
this time—and involving wine—waiting and beachcombing,
too, but not involving either Sgt. Gates or Pte. Marsh, who
have left us to go home with the Advance Party.
In the middle of July the Platoon volunteered to act as
waiters at the Officers' Mess party at Kyrenia and we spent
four days there bulling up the garden. All but Pte. Gregory
were fitted with No. 3 Dress jackets and with gloves, and
served drinks without a mishap until after 2 a.m. lt made
a change from gun drill, too. After this we had five days
at Paphos Gate, two days of Bren classification at
Dhekelia and a Bank Holiday weekend which was so
crammed with guards and fatigues that it was scarcely
worth calling a holiday. However, after this the Company
supplied the beach duties at Six Mile Beach, which everyone
enjoyed. All went brown except L./Cpl. McConnell, who
remained lobstercoloured throughout. Cpl. Vale spent
most of the time just checking things from a little rubber
dinghy. At the end of the week L./Cpl. Henham and Ptes.
Rose, Pucknell with Cfn. Sutcliffe took themselves 50 yards
down the beach, where they intended to camp during their

Second in the "Cyprus Two Hundred" motor cycle trial
were Private Owen Stemp, Sgt. Frank Taylor and Private
Chris. Chant.
ever happens, apart from bearing a strong remeinblance
to a general enquiry and information office.
Here are
planned a variety of projects which seem to involve endless
round table conferences on a variety of subjects from
Sevastopol Day celebrations. Battalion farewell parties,
motor car exchange and mart, admin, inspections, C.S.E.
shows, training exercises, not to mention morning orders
which often resemble a Company parade. In case we are
frightening potential recruits away, we should add that
half the " bods " on orders come here to have their per
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sonal problems resolved for them and to try and raise
money from the; moneylending department of the P.R.I.
But we understand the coffers have run dry, at least until
some of the old debts are repaid.
The cost accountancy and actuarial section has now
completed its calciilations regarding cubic footage and
weight of baggage to be shipped home, with the result* that
it has been decided that the only way to get everything
back to U.K. is by chartering the Queen Mary.
Now all the backroom boys with the brains (?) have
had a very rude shock as the Company Commander has
made it clear that they are to turn into model parade
ground soldiers by the C.O.'s Admin. Inspection and
Parade, and that nothing short of Buckingham Palace
standards will suffice. We thought that our recent Com
mando training on B.E. tests and the ranges would have
been enough, but our hopes have been dashed to the
ground and Prussianstyle drill parades now loom ahead.
Anyone would think we were expected to go to war one
day or something!
However, morale remainings very high and we are
taking everything in our stride. Roll on, that U.K. leave
—we've earned it.
The C.S.M. is eagerly awaiting the start of the new
football season, and is wondering how Port Vale will Tare
in the Third Division. Who knows, they may gain promo
tion again. N6V doubt, too, his services as a referee will
be much in demand when we reach Shorncliffe.
At the recent Officers' Kyrenia House party, the Com
pany office clerks, who were acting as waiters for the
evening, had a busy time, running to and fro with trays
full of drinks. They had, however, quite an enjoyable
evening and even managed to look quite smart in their
white jackets and No. 1 Dress trousers. It was 0330 hrs.
before they returned to camp, and it seemed that they had
no sooner got to bed than Reveille went and it was time
to get up.
Pte. Doug. Wright has now returned to England with
the Advance Party and he has been given instructions to
obtain a Company office for us which is within short walk
ing distance of the N.A.A.F.I.
Turning to the Company stores, we offer our qon
gratulations to C/Sgt. Tillman on his recent promotion.
Pte. Dell Blackmail has left with the Advance Party and
in his place we welcome Pte. Hollingsworth from "B"
Company. Frpm the Drums we welcome Dmr. Child, who
will be working in the stores during the busy weeks which
lie ahead.
We also'wish to congratulate Sid Barham of the Arms
Store on his promotion to lancecorporal. There is also
much activity in the Arms Store, ensuring that all the
weapons are " on the ball" as there is an A.I.A. inspection
of Small Arms later this month.
We close with the news that Pte. " Lightning " Thome,
the Company runner, is bedded down with blistered feet
and a septic leg, but we trust that he will soon be seen
running around the camp again.
" Consummatum Est."

Signal Platoon
Although, these notes are headed "Sig. PI.," we're pot
at all sure that we can really lay claim to this title, for
apart from a few of us who cling steadfastly and des

perately to the old ways, most of us have been doing
anything but signal.
The month started with almost the complete Platoon
spending 12 days looking after the local military seaside
resort near Kyrenia. That was a muchneeded break, and
apart from having to clean the sand (untidy lot, these
British) and provide a lifesaving picquet (to make sure
that anyone who drowned did so (a) during approved
hours, (b) in the approved area, and (c) in a military
manner), there was nothing to do but lie in the sun, swim,
or fish.
" That's what you think," says our pet cook, Pfe.
Walker, A.C.C. A good lad, this cook, who's served us
well on our camps—in spite of the colour bloke's efforts to
brighten the menu.
Talking of fishing (who was?), Pronto managed to
infect most of us with the fishing bug. many aerial sec
tions disappeared from the stores to reappear with lines
and hooks attached—and Colours caught a fish. Three, in
fact. Not only that, he even recovered the bait, he being
acquisitive by nature.
We thought at the time we'd all come back with
webbed feet, after spending so much time in the water,
but we were forced to hand over to Sp. Coy. before that
happened.
Back in camp, " Prepare for Admin." was the cry,
and after the loss of lockers and tent boards we survived
the first O.C. Coy.'s inspection. In fact, he said it was of
a high standard. Pronto, of course, said we must improve.
Colours said " Not like my young days." What Thomp
son said we'd better not repeat.
Tels. inspection has reared its ugly head again, so
we're off to a distant spot (near the beach, of course) to
clean and paint the sets and telephones. That way we
should be able to get it done without interruption. Our
favourite C.S.M. (Uncle Slim) views all this camp business
with suspicion, but we're not really just avoiding fatigdes:
Personalities? Oh, yes; Thatcher made this month's
funny. Asked to send a message by radio to an oilt
station, he answered: "Sorry, they're closed down. Shall
I open them up? "
Romeo Randtoul has acquired a girl friend in the
Shorncliffe area, ready for when we get home. Just as
well; it's time we had a new perfume on the envelopes.
Dick Wallis, our acting Platoon Sergeant, is still his
cheerful self, but far too energetic for most of .us—How
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d'you get like that?

No, we don't really want to know.

L/Cpl. Pelling successfully steered H.Q. I. Gp. to
third place in the Battalion swimming gala (made up
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Our R.E.M.E. Sgt. had his moment of glory, when he
designed a chairs, Special C.O.'s for the use of. For a
few days, Sgt. Manders and Pte. Dyke (the unit welder)

mostly of signallers, of course)—undoubtedly due to the

were working on nothing but the " contraption," which

practice at the beach camp.

was used to convey Lt.Colonel A. J. M. Flint, M.B.E., on
" Tennarge."

his last journey in the camp.

M.T. Section
Another month and a few thousand more miles behind
us and the Section is preparing, wholeheartedly, for the
handing in of transport
Our waggons are undergoing a
rigorous inspection, carried out by L/Cpl. Thornton and
crew, so that when they are finally handed over they will
be as good as new.

The decoration of the "con

traption " was carried out by various drivers, who passed
comments within hearing distance of the creators.
The business of packing, etc., ready for our move, is
having its effect. Our Tech. stores appear to have gone on
strike, and Pte. "Tiny" Ticehurst, in the G 1098 stores,
seems to be out in sympathy with them. Any demands for
stores or spares are usually met with the reply: "Sorry,

In spite of the tight inspection and repair schedule, we

ain't got none; use a hammer and chisel."
By now, our complement of the Advance Party should

still get a pile of demands from every part of the Battalion.

have well in hand the job of sorting out our new M.T.

Needless to say, we always try to meet the demand, which,

Park.

however, sometimes exceeds the supply.

time we get there.
A fact, now. for any technicalminded bod. The latest
idea in mechanical transport is to fit
bamboo exhaust

We now average

Let us hope that it is complete and ready by the

systems.

This way. exhaust gases are not so much baffled

as bamboozled.
"The Mekon Fans."

SERGEANTS' MESS
What to leave out is the problem this month, for life
in the Mess has been extremely hectic. Two events,
however, stand out above the others : the Advance Party's
Farewell on the 25th July and the Farewell to our outgoing
Commanding Officer, Lt.Col. A. J. M. Flint, M.B.E.
The Farewell Social went off with a big bang.
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about 67,000 miles per month, which is about 10,000 more
than during the Emergency—and we have fewer vehicles
now.
For a while, our transport was augmented by a ten
tonner, borrowed from our good neighbours, 8 Infantry
Workshop, R.E.M.E.

This "Baby" was placed in

the waggon.

Own
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Pte. Brian Emery

capable hands of "Slip'
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many people turned up that there were not enough chairs
to go round. In particular we had a large turn out from
our friends the U.K. police boys. Here a word of thanks
to them for their memento presented to the Mess in
recognition of their appreciation for the use of the Mess
and the support from the Regiment. This is another and
very welcome addition to our trophies. Bar prices were
reduced to 25mils per drink and this proved a huge success
(is that why attendance was so high or is this sheer
cynicism ?). Most unfortunately, and what is most unusual,
the beer was permitted to run out early in the evening.
Nevertheless as a compensation C/Sgt. Spalding, of the
Entertainments Committee, managed to persuade " Winifred
Atwell" to come and give us a tune. Roughly halfway
through the evening the lights were dimmed and a spotlight
heralded the entrance of our guest, who then proceeded
to " tinkle the ivories" in no uncertain manner. Many
thanks to Johnny Dawson for a highly entertaining episode
—and to the lady who, let her be nameless, said, " Cor, ain't
she dark." This was shortly followed by the draw for the
raffle and, judging by the number of prizes which were
won by the Provost Sergeant, Tom Vale and his wife,
somebody must have had a guilty conscience. All in all,
however, it proved a good night.
The Farewell in the Mess on the 27th July to our
C.O., Lt.Col. Flint, was original to say the least. It
must surely have been the first time that he had ridden
into the Sgts. Mess on a Donkey. Entrance was unsteady
and shaky and those in close attendance made a point of
not getting too close to the back legs. Sammy Kill, the
caterer, was rather dubious and was hoping the stupid ass
\yould not drop him in it and leave behind an unpleasant
mess. The donkey, however, was soon removed and the
C.O. bade us a fond farewell. Then it was time to leave and
he was chaired out of the Mess on to his waiting hoist
and away to the Officers' Mess with Maj. Waring leading
the Drums. Unfortunately, I couldn't catch what the Drum
Major said when Maj. Waring lost both his hat and,
temporarily, his Corps of Drums.
On the previous day, Sunday, 26th July, the Mess
was entertained by our red friends of 2 Wireless Regt. The
excuse made for the visit was a cricket match (perhaps
massacre would be a better word). The less said about
the second innings when we amassed the grand total of
19 runs the better, even though there was a distinct improve
ment in C.S.M. Slim Simmonite's form, who was the top
scorer (?) with his own special onehanded shot. Despite
the result, however, all those who went had a most enjoyable
day. No dull cricket this ! The Goon Show had nothing
on The Queen's Own when they took the field. A pity
a few more members could not find the time to go.
Still there should be a full attendance at our Farewell
Social on the 12th September. A. large number of " assault
parties" have been organised and groups are being held
to ensure smooth functioning. Scarcely anyone has managed
to dodge the column. The question is, whether the
" workers " will find any time to take part in the activities.
I'm certain that the bar opening hours influenced the final
compromise on the form, time and place of the social.
In conclusion we must mention a distinguished visitor,
Lt.Gen. Bower, C.inC., M.E.L.F., who came to the
Bn. towards the end of July. Many thanks, Sir, for taking
the trouble to have a few words with each and every
individual. Lastly, we must congratulate Sgt. Close on his
promotion to the elite. On the other hand we have lost

three more sergeants recently: Wally " Hold On " Woolgar
and Paddy "When Dat" Quinn have departed to the
Depot. They were shortly followed by Harry " The Rash
Cobbler " Johnson.
' Schoolie.'
CRICKET
Blinding, driving grit, a grey world, old newspapers and
other rubbish hurtling past, your sun hat is grabbed away.
Then it is gone and the sun is beating down again, hot
and choking. In the distance you can see the dust storm
swirling on its way, with your hat floating near the top of
it as it grasps at all in its path. Cpl. Kemp calls for play
and we resume the match, remembering the storm by the
taste of grit in our mouth. The outfield is of rough and
stony ground making the ball jump in no possibly predicted
direction. The only thing that is green is the colour of
the coconut matting that covers the concrete wicket. Two
overs are bowled and the sun goes dim again. Looking
up you can see the dust storm (of Whirligig) tearing at
the fabric of the planes parked on the airstrip, then they
are blotted out as it rushes in on you, and you turn away
and shield your eyes. This is cricket (in Cyprus) and
understandably no one waxes very keen.
We played eight matches and we won three, lost three
and the other two were drawn. 2/Lt. Holman distinguished
himself as an excellent wicketkeeper, and goes forward
to an Army (Cyprus) trial. Averages are as follows.
BATTING

L/Cpl. Brown
Cpl. Tudor
Lt. Champion
2/Lt. Holman
Cpl. Lee
Pte. Strand
Lt. Pearce
Pte Baker
Pte. De Meyer
2/Lt. Whitty
Pte. Stolton

No. of Not Total Highest
Inns. Out Runs Score
7
1
139
50
8
0
149
42
6
0
108
43
8
0
142
44
7
1
85
29
8
3
59
23
6
2
33"" 17
4
0
29
29
7
1
29
8
6
0
23
12
5
1
13
5

Ave.
23.16
18.63
18.00
17.75
14.17
11.80
'8.25
7.25
4.84
3.84
3.25

BOWLING

O.
M. W.
R.
Ave.
Pte. De Meyer
80.5
8
25
331
13.24
Pte. Baker
72.4 12
20
304
15.20
Cpl. Lee
26
6
4
86
21.40
2/Lt. Whitty
22
2
3
110
36.66
L/Cpl. Brown
21
0
3
116
38.66
Our many thanks to Cpl. Kemp (45) and Pte. Smith
(80) for their umpiring and scoring duties in which, despite
the heat and dust, they excelled themselves.
BAND
Taking up my pen and checking on our last notes,
I find that there is quite a lot of ground to be covered
to bring you up to date with the Band's activities. There
fore our notes will not be quite so full of detail as usual,
they will be like the ladies' skirts; long enough to cover
the subject but short enough to be interesting.
At the beginning of June, with our colleagues of the
Corps of Drums, we spent a very pleasant week with The
Durham Light Infantry at Paphos. The occasion was
the Queen's Birthday celebrations, and although we were
kept quite busy with Guest Nights and Receptions as well
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as rehearsals for the parade, we also managed to get in
some bathing at what must be the nicest bay on the island.
Way out in the wilds, Coral Bay is a little jewel, and only
five miles from camp. The Bandmaster, being ex60th
Rifles, had the quick Light Infantry tempo well taped,
and the Durhams were so pleased that they asked us to
go back again the following month (July) to play for their
Farewell Parade. We managed to fit it in, and had another
couple of days by the sea.
On Wednesday, 24th June, we played for 50 Brigade
Officers' Day at Boghaz, and the weekend following was
the R.A.S.C. Corps Weekend. We played for the Parade,
Church Service and then gave a Military Band Concert
at the W.O.s' and Sgt.s' Mess, Waynes Keep.
During the month of June the Dance Band was kept
busy, playing for 8 Infantry Workshops, R.E.M.E., at
Nicosia, 3 Infantry Workshop, R.E.M.E., Limassol, and
B.M.H., Nicosia. Also on the 26th June our own Officers
held a Dance at Kyrenia House and L/Cpl. Louis Holmes
and his quintet acquitted themselves very well. Evidently
the hours they spent playing at the Acropole Hotel stood
them in good stead, and enabled them to create the correct
atmosphere.
July was another very busy month for both the Military
and Dance Bands, playing for our own Officers' Guest
Nights and Farewell Party at Kyrenia House. On Thursday,
the 23rd July, Miss Long badgered, cajoled and bribed all
the V.I.P.s of the Bn. into putting on a party for the
men, and what a party it turned out to be. The 14 Piece
Dance Band set the pace, and Mr. Watkins, apart from
conducting, also took on the duties of M.C. The evening
concluded with a bit of Talent Spotting — Wow ! ! and
Bdsm. John Day gave his impersonation of Bernard Miles.
The whole evening was a tremendous credit to the persever
ance and popularity of Miss Kay Long. On the 27th July
we went up to Troodos; the weeks that we have spent at
Pinetrees Leave Camp Troodos, are, I think, our most
pleasant memories of our stay in Cyprus; to be cool all
the day and cold at night in the middle of summer out
here is a wonderful feeling. This year we had to go via
Limassol as the 3rd Grenadier Guards were departing,
also our own Advance Party. Lt.Col. Flint and Maj.
Waring having completed their tours with the Bn. were
also on board. I think that everyone was played off from
the quayside in true Queen's Own tradition, including
" We're a Shower."
We returned from Troodos on the 4th August and I
am sure that we left nothing but pleasant memories of The
Queen's Own behind. We played Military Band pro
grammes every morning, and most evenings played for
dancing. Mrs. Newton, Mrs. Drakes and Mrs. Barrett
with their daughters managed to come up with us and I
am sure they enjoyed their holiday in the cool.
We weren't back in Nicosia for long, because our next
engagement, a week at Golden Sands Leave Camp,
Famagusta, started on the 10th. After Troodos, I'm afraid
that Golden Sands fell a little flat, but we had the sea
on the doorstep and took as much advantage of it as
possible. In closing the Golden Sands chapter we would
like to ask who were the two rather senior members who
went moonlight bathing and forgot to take their clothes
off?

Back to Nicosia once again and the thought uppermost
in all our minds is " home "; we are all getting a bit " Boat
Happy' but there is still plenty of work to be done, and
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thinking of work reminds me that I have spent long enough
writing these notes now, and as 1 hope to get one more
lot in before Blighty I will take Coda.
' Faggott.'
SWIMMING
The Bn. Swimming Gala took place on the 17th August.
In spite of efforts to obtain a larger pool for the meeting
we once again had to make use of the very small Garrison
pool in Nicosia.
Although the pool was small, S.S.I. Patterson construc
ted six adequate lanes, and the competitors all swam very
hard to make a keenly fought competition, showing some
very valuable material for the Bn. team.
The competition comprised four relays, three individual
events and an Officers versus Sergeants water polo match.
The relays carried the high point rewards and although
individual race points went towards Coy. totals, the main
aim of the individual events was to find the best swimmers
in preparatiori for the Brigade swimming meeting. The
individual winders were: L/Cpl. Hutton, "C" Coy, free
style; Pte. Mowll, M.T., breast stroke; and L/Cpl. Hawkins,
" A " Coy., backstroke.
Sp. Coy. must be congratulated for their allround
swimming ability as they finally led the other Coys, by
nine points in a very well deserved victory. They must
even have a sense of humour as they romped home an easy
first in the comic relay. H.Q.2 were runnersup and "A"
Coy. third in the competition.
The Officers v. Sergeants water polo seemed to be
enjoyed by all, especially the players, and after several
goals had been disallowed because of numerous fouls, the
officers had a well deserved although narrow victory of
4 goals to 3.
The standard of swimming was very good in spite of
the limited time Coy.s had to train together as teams.
The 50 Inf. Bde. Gp. and Central Area Swimming
Meeting was held at R.A.F., Nicosia, on 28th August.
This proved to be a close fought contest between ourselves
and 1st Bn. XX the Lancashire Fusiliers.
Results were as follows: —
4 x 100 yards freestyle, 1st 1 R.W.K., 2nd 1 R.W.F.,
3rd 1 L.F.; 6 x 50 yards breast stroke, 1st 1 L.F., 2nd 1
R.W.K., 3rd 1 R.W.F.; 2 x 100 yards backstroke, 1st 1 L.F.,
2nd 1 R.W.K.; 6 x 50 yards breast stroke, 1st 1 L.F., 2nd 1
R.W.K., 3rd 1 R.W.F.; Medley relay, 1st 1 L.F., 2nd 1
R.W.K., 3rd 1 R.W.F.
Final platings were: —
1st 1 L.F., 23 pts; 2nd 1 R.W.K., 20 pts; 3rd 1
R.W.F., 10 pts.
The following represented the Bn.: —
Lt. T. K. Colgate, S.S.I. Patterson (A.P.T.C.), L/Cpl.
Hawkins, L/Cpl. Hutton, L/Cpl. Nesbitt, Pte. Cazeaux,
Pte. Fowler, Pte. Mowll, Pte. Perrett, Pte. Pearson, Pte.
Rose, Pte. Staines.
In the finals of the individual events our swimmers were
placed as follows: —
100 yards freestyle, 1st Pte. Perrett, 3rd Pte. Pearson;
100 yards breast stroke, 2nd Pte. Mowll; 200 yards free
style, 1st L/Cpl. Hutton, 2nd Lt. Colgate.
In the water polo we were defeated by 1 R.W.F. by
9 goals to 6 after a most exciting game, which went to
two periods of extra time. The team was: Lt. Colgate,
2/Lt Valpy (goal), S.S.I. Patterson, Sgt. Kill, Sgt. Bryan,
L/Cpl. Hutton, Pte. Pearson.
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EDITORIAL

HE holiday period is upon us again and
sunshine, Pernod, and bikini's have
taken their toll. "The Training Major?
I'm sorry, sir, he's on leave. Mr. Breadon
and the R.S.M.? Sorry, they are away too."
To bring a newsletter to press without these
three literary stalwarts has not been a
simple task, particularly as the sea breeze
keeps blowing sand in the typewriter.
Readers will be delighted to hear that
Captain Duggan is now making an extremely satisfactory
recovery. He has been upgraded and we hope that it will
not be much longer before he is back in harness with us
again.
After an absence of nearly seven years, Major Blake
has found the Tonbridge air irresistable and is shortly to
take over the onerous duties of QM "from Lieut. Hoggart.
Clutching a sheaf of very official documents, he has already
made a visit to Avebury Avenue and surveyed the scene
with his eagle eye.

Recruiting

In the February newsletter the Commanding Officer
stated that we must aim to have 250 OR's by the end of
1959. In other words, we were challenged to bring in 100
volunteers in 11 months. On the 31st July, our volunteer
strength had in fact increased from 150 to 167. However,
statistics can give a false impression. It must be borne in
mind that during the period February to July, a considerable
number of men have left the Battalion; some have been
transferred to other units, others have terminated their
period of attachments and quite a few have joined the
Regular Army. It is therefore encouraging to reflect that
not only have these losses been made good, but the overall
total has also increased.
Let us not become complacent. Is the present volunteer
strength as large as it might be ? Are we all doing every
thing in our power to reach the target set by the CO ?
At Company level a great deal of time and effort has
been put in. If there is to be any blame for a low half
yearly figure it is certainly not the fault of the companies
but of each individual, whether private soldier or senior
officer.
No amount of large scale publicity can really outdo the
personal mantoman approach. It is the duty of each one
pwpfi DTrUT
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of us to endeavour to capture the interest of our friends or
acquaintances that we meet at work or socially. If we our
selves have a genuine interest and belief in our T.A. work"
and responsibilities, it should not be difficult to pass on our 
enthusiasm to other people.

NEWS FROM COMPANIES
"A" COMPANY
The reshuffling of Commands throughout the Battalion
has resulted in Major Large returning to his first love —
Support Company. We are very sorry to see him go, but
as he only took command of this company six years ago
on a temporary basis, we are indeed fortunate to have
soldiered under him for so long.
We welcome Captain CalverJones as our new Com
pany Commander, and feel certain that the traditions of
"A" Company will be well and truly maintained under his
leadership. We also have a sneaking feeling that Wireless
Procedure will be evident in our training programme for
the coming months. We would also like to take this oppor
tunity to welcome Lieut. M. S. Taylor who has taken over
No. 2 Platoon, and hope his stay with the Battalion will be
a long and happy one.
Mr. Sutton has been enduring the hardship, trials and
tribulations of Acting Adjutant for two weeks during Major
Brock's absence, and judging by the flood of letters received
at the Drill Hall this week bearing his signature, he has the
situation well in hand. No doubt he has looked after this
company's interests whilst he has been in the chair (or he
will have some very fast talking to do).
Sgt. Atkins is at the moment enjoying a spell of leave
after successfully completing a movingin operation, to a
MQ here at Union Street. We understand that amongst the
alterations made to the quarter before he agreed to take it
over, was the installation of a direct supply pipe from the
Rifle Volunteers across the road.
..
Training this month covered such subjects as drill,
weapon training, map reading, and a period on knots and
lashings before the memories of Epsom became too distant.
We have also had plenty of .22 shooting in preparation for
the coming Annual Classification.
We are very pleased to welcome a new recruit. Pte.
Homewood, who was brought along by Sgt. 'Tug' Wilson,
the latter having enlisted his aid after a motor cycle break
down. This goes to show that recruits don't necessarily
have to be friends or acquaintances. Spread the gospel to
all and sundry !
Five of our number are proceeding to Millom on the
16th August to do their C.D. training with the West Yorks.
I only hope that the issue there does not become fogged
with such things as " McGuffins " and " Murphies " !

" PARTING IS SUCH SWEET SORROW "
or
THOUGHTS ON LEAVING "A" COMPANY
When I originally joined "A" Company from Support
early in 1953 it was to be for only a short period but I sud
denly find now that I have spent over half my postwar T.A.
service in "A" Company, and it is quite a wrench to be
leaving, but I take with me a whole host of memories.
I remember assuming command just before going to
camp, at Stamford P.T.A., with almost a full strength Com
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pany of N.S.M. and having to be on parade at 0400 hours
the first morning there to go to Thetford ranges. Fortunately
for me (and for "A" Company!) "Tug" Wilson was P.S.I,
and so we all got to the right places at the right times. 1
remember a C.O's rocket for taking a N.A.A.F.I. break
that day, and later that camp the sleepless days and nights
of Exercise " Old Brock." but 1 remember too. the sound
support from the C.S.M., C/Sergeant and Sergeants, and
being taken into a nearby town by those worthy gents (?)
and being, in the vernacular. " sewn up."
From then on, as far as 1 was concerned, "A" Company
never looked back. Numbers increased as the effects of the
NS Acts were felt and "Tug" Wilson was succeeded by
" Fireraiser " Garrett, but the spirit never faltered, and in
1954 we coped very successfully with camp at Ewshot. One
of my memories of that camp is of a large pair of boots
containing a member of the Parachute Regiment, and 1
often wonder if he still remembers my Verey Pistol!
1955 was, of course, the year of " Dover Castle " and
sufficeth it to say of this camp "A" Company clicked into
gear from the word go and worked throughout with a pre
cision which would have done credit to a regular unit. With
so many NSM, there was bound to be the odd one who
wanted to be " different," but we never had any real trouble
and this was entirely due to the neverceasing efforts of the
Volunteers under

the excellent guidance of C.S.M. Bob

Cleggett, and I would like to place on record how much 1
appreciate all they did to help me during those rather trying
times. To this, too, 1 must add my thanks to the officers,
especially Capt. Watson on whom I had to depend a tre
mendous amount.
1956 saw the start of rundown of NSM and Presenta
tion of our New Colours. Every member of the New Colour
Party was from "A" Company and who would dare deny
that they were the right (and only) men for the job ? Apart
from the parade itself 1 remember "A" Company team win
ning the relay race at the Sports Meeting so ably run by
Lt. George (also of "A" Company), and 1 remember my
2 i/c displaying an astonishing desire to sleep on the floor
with all his bedding, mattress and bed on top of him !
1957 and NSM at camp, and who could forget Castle
martin ? In spite of the weather, however, the all Volunteer
Company (of about 10 of us) thoroughly enjoyed ourselves,
and the same applied in 1958 at Carnoustie where we had
our first postNSperiod Volunteer—Pte. Southwick —
with us. Etched on my memory for this period is the effort
of trying to drum 3" Mortars into certain senior membrrs,
who shall be nameless !
Recruiting then took a turn for the better, and having
seen the Company touch rock bottom 1 am leaving at a
time when numbers are surging ahead and should soon hit
the 40 mark. I trust this will continue, and if things ever
look a bit black in " Support " 1 shall know where to go to
poach for transferees !
Throughout my stay in "A" Company we have had
some very happy times together and, naturally, after 6j
years one feels a little sad at leaving, but a change is as good
as a rest, they say, and after all 1 am returning to my first
love, but if anybody in "A" Company ever wants to buy me
a dose of " kidneyflush " I shall be delighted to join him."
Major J. L. LARGE.
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" B " COMPANY
Since there are a number of new recruits in the Com
pany, we have had to divide into two groups. The recruits
have been instructed in rifle and bren drill and have quickly
managed to take up the correct point of aim. We very much
hope that they will be able to put this teaching to good effect
when the annual classification takes places in a few weeks
time. Judging by the high standard shown by the recruits
whilst on the .22 range the other Tuesday, the results should
prove pretty fair. Pte. Burkin S., who has only been with
us six weeks, got a very good possible, whilst his brother.
Pte. Burkin, R., won a small kitty after his tie shoots.
The remainder of the Company have also done revision
on riffe and bren together with some wireless procedure.
Having received personal instruction from the highest level,
we now know

the correct

occasions on

which

to

say

" Willco " and " Roger."
On the 16th August, a party of seven left to do Annual
Camp at the Army School of Civil Defence at Millom. We
hope they enjoy themselves as much as we did at Epsom.
We are still managing to increase our numbers and this
month we have pleasure in welcoming to the Company Ptes.
Collins, Sutherland, Sycamore and Turner.
As an additioin to our posted strength, we should like
to welcome Lt. John Parslow, who comes to fill our vacancy
for Platoon Commander.
On the debit side, we must confess that we have been
unable to attract any of the fulltime soldiers who have
recently been demobbed. Perhaps if we approach them
again in a few months time when the novelty of civilian life
has worn off, we may be able to report at least some suc
cess. After all, who could stick civilian life without the
T.A. ? — We can't.

" C " COMPANY
Having checked our stores and settled

down after

Annual Training at Epsom and Morstham, we started
serious evening training at the T.A. Centre again. Atten
dances have been lower than usual due to holidays, long
grass and girl friends. In preparation for the Annual Range
Practice and Classification at Shoreham Range in the
autumn we have started Weapon Training both inside and
outside the Drill Hall.

Local residents have been startled

by the sight of our soldiery peering at them through the
sights of Rocket Launchers and L.M.G's.
Some of our volunteers attended the Past and Present
Reunion at Maidstone on Sunday, 26th July. Sgt. Palmer

Read
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bore the Standard which was consecrated at All Saints.;

We have at present a temporary caretaker who is Mrs.

others took part in a compass and map reading exercise in

Mopp in the morning and Sergeant Kelly in the evening. It
has been noticed that the complaints from the P.S.I, this
month have been considerably less than usual, but in all

the Knole Park — Fawke Common area. This proved lo
be most illuminating: some members know the Park so well
that they were quickly lost. Pte. de Havilland was found sit
ting on the
very pretty
he stood !
miles more

fairness it should be added that the Drill Hall has been kept

fence talking in FrenchCanadian patois to some
jeunes lilies. Perhaps he was finding out where
Most volunteers, however, travelled about three
than the four necessary to cover the course and

in tiptop order.
The annual A.D.M.E. inspection has come and gone
without too many black marks being lodged, but it did
cause a certain amount of inconvenience when it was found,

returned to the Drill Hall later in the day lit and bronzed.
Besides being very good training, this type of exercise also
"shows the Flag" lo the populus. Ptes. Chipperfield and
Wood lost most of their haversack lunches to a hungry deer
who now has the greatest regard for " C " Company.

just prior to a weapon training period at which if was pro
posed to teach Bren magazine filling,
that every single one
of the drill rounds had been withdrawn and none had been

Sgt. Rump has moved house again and is now at the
same camp as Mr. Randall.

C.S.M. D. Baker is on leave in

Wiltshire and Mrs. Randall is our temporary/acting care
taker. Sgt. Palmer has taken over the canteen for a while.
We were dismayed to learn that Sgt. Bateman was badly
burned by boiling tar on July 25th. Some of us have been
to visit him in Scott Ward, Orpington Hospital, where he is
maintaining his usual cheerful self behind his tar and ban
dages. We wish to extend to him our sincerest wishes for
a speedy recovery.

reissued.
No weekend training has been done this month but
we are preparing for strenuous weekend activities in the
next few weeks.

REGIMENTAL

CAR

BADGES

The badge is made of heavily chromeplated metal with
the cap badge set in a background of the Regimental
Colours in vitreous enamel.

We hear that Mrs. E. T. Rogers, now in retirement in
Hillingdon Avenue, has had an eye operation in London.
The latest news from Mr. Rogers is reassuring and we hope
to see her again before long.
Several local bodies have hired the Drill Hall recently
and C.S.M. Baker has gone " out of his way " to make them
welcome. Our association nowadays with the local Council
is a most happy one and C.S.M. Baker often passes the time
of day with their Councillors and officials. They do not
know C.S.M. Baker—he might
Offices on charge !

soon

lake

the Council

We see little of Sgt. Jimmy Ebbs these days. He does
visit us occasionally when he wants to borrow something,
or when he thinks it is about time he returned something !
We welcome Capt. George and Lieut. Curtis to the
Company. Capt. George has already made his impact upon
the Company, but we have not yet seen Mr. Curtis.

We

have been pleased to see Capt. Duggan again and also the
C.O. on one of his welcome visits.
Some of us are now looking forward to Dibgate and
Arpinge and all of us to Mereworth Woods in September
and October. Cheers !

" D " COMPANY
Since returning from camp we have reorganised our
training into two separate courses with the idea of the senior
people being trained as instructors and the more recent
comers becoming more proficient at weapon handling and
other basic essentials.
On the first Tuesday after returning from camp, and
oefore this programme began. Civil Defence training was
arranged, to practice the skills which had been learned at
camp. As the 2 i/c was the only member of the Company
who had not been on training, he was necessarily used as
the casualty.
Fortunately for him all the knots held
while he was being lowered from a first floor
window on
the stretcher, but in any event the added precaution had
been taken of enveloping the stretcher and casualty in a
Union Jack so that had the unfortunate happened the res
cue party could have been transferred into a funeral party
with the minimum of effort and inconvenience,

The cost is 26/9 post free.—Apply to The Editor,
" Queen's Own Gazette," Regimental Headquarters, The
Barracks, Maidstone.
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After a frantic period of preparation in which gym
nasts were to be seen all over the Depot at all hours of
the day and night, and during which the Q.M. was de
prived of all transport (a fact he communicated to would
be hirers wilh much relish), the displays were put on with
very

creditable

results.

polished affair given

by

The

P.T. display

both

was

the continuation

a

very

training

platoons and the new recruits, and thanks largely to the
efforts of Cpl. Willis, our imperturbable arms storemanin
chief, the recruiting stand was one of the best at the Fete
and attracted large crowds.
AS always August has been an eventful month. Naturally

I he rest of the news is largely of comings and goings.

enough, many of the key members of our permanent

We have been delighted to see Maj. Elgood, Capt.

staff escape on their summer holidays while the work in

Dodson and Maj. Blake, of the Advance Party of the 1st
Battalian, not to mention Maj. and Mrs. Eric Woodman,

creases
place.

with

the

various summer

functions

which lake

The purpose of this observation is twofold: firstly

to let the Advance Party 1 R.W.K. know how diligently
we labour, and secondly to give all those on leave the
utterly false impression that they are sadly missed.
At the beginning of the month we acted as hosts to
a parly of cadets from Cranleigh School.
They were
quartered in the spider block on the backfield, and seemed
to enjoy themselves.
On the 5th of the month our new R.S.M., W.O.I P.
Collman, arrived to take up his duties.

He is from the

who have just returned from Malaya.
We welcome to the permanent staff C/Sgt. Barton,
Sgt. Booker and Ptes. Piper (telephone operator), Barnard
(bugler), Martin (clerk), Trigg (pioneer), and Drew (regtl.
police).
We say goodbye and good luck to those who have
recently left us, and thank them very sincerely for all their
hard work. In particular we must mention C/Sgt. Heyfron,
who has joined the 1st Bn., and Cpl. Steele, Ptes. Primarolo
and Lawrance, who have returned to civilian life.

East Surreys, who are shortly to amalgamate with the
Queen's Royal Regiment to form the Queen's Royal Surrey
Regiment. Mr. Collman has lost no time in making his
mark and much weeping and gnashing of teeth can be

DEPOT

CRICKET

Played on Wednesday, 12th August, v. The Depot,
The Buffs. Result : Won by 5 wickets.

heard from the Permanent Staff accommodation as a result.

Played on a fine sunny day on a hard wicket, the match
produced exciting cricket. Maj. Weymouth won the toss

On the 13th of the month the B.B.C. descended upon
us to record " Stars on Parade "—a sort of workers' play

and put The Buffs into bat. The opening pair put on 30
runs and looked set for a fine stand, until they tried to

time in khaki.
really firstclass

steal a quick single and a hard throw to the bowler's end
found Fakley only halfway down the wicket. The next
four wickets fell very cheaply for 19 runs. The sixth wicket
partnership soon changed (his and at the tea interval The

The gymnasium was transformed into a
theatre by C.S.M. King, assisted by Ptes.

Lyons and Trigg, our pioneers, together with the Garrison
Engineer's staff and the longsuffering holdee fatiguemen.
Yards of blue hessian were draped on a framework of
timber, and with the addition of minor items like carpets,
grand piano, footlights and fern pots, the boxing ring
became a very creditable stage.
The cast for the show was as follows:
Anne Shelton
Cardew Robinson
Bert Weedon (guitar)
The Raindrops (vocal group)
James Moody (piano)
Tim Bell (bass)
Bill Gates (producercompere).
After the 30minute recording session there was an
impromptu show for 45 minutes, after which the cast went
to the W.O.s' and Sgts.' Mess for a wellearned refresher,
and finally to the Officers' Mess for even more refreshment
and a buffet supper. We were pleased to have with us some
of the families of 36 Corps Engineer Regiment and the
Garrison Engineer and his staff.

Buffs were 93 for five
wickets.
After tea they started
hitting out and Hubbard was caught; the partnership having
put on 56 runs in threequarters of an hour, Hubbard made
29.
Whittaker stayed undefeated until the end
innings when The Buffs had made 120 runs.

of

the

Cpl. Morris and Piper opened the innings and it was
not long before Cpl. Morris was hitting The Buffs' bowling
all over the field.
After half an hour the 50 was up and
the runs flowed lreely. eventually Piper received some of
the bowling and promptly wished he hadn't. He was out
l.b.w. Cpl. Bona joined Morris and the score was pushed
along to 91 when everyone thought the game was virtually
over.
After Morris was bowled, however, four wickets
followed in quick succession and it was left to Maltman
to stem the tide.
18 runs.

He and L/Cpl. Tite added the remaining

SERGEANTS'

MESS

The directors wish to announce that the Sgts.' Mess is

The next major spectacle with which we were concerned

now under new management, and promise to submit notes
monthly where humanly possible.

was the Army Display at the Gillingham Fete on 19th and
20th of August.
S.T. Clifton and S.S.I. Baker, of the

To put you in the picture the following is a list of
comings, goings, and uptodate parade state.

A.P.T.C., had the difficult task of putting on a firstclass
P.T. display with a recruit intake, and the inevitable Depot
Recruiting Kiosk was to provide a static display of
weapons.

Arrivals

W.O.I Collman, W.O.I I King, B.E.M., C/Sgt. Barton.
S/Sgt. Baker (A.P.T.C.), Sgts. Williams, Booker. Anderson,
Quinn and Woolgar.
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Departures

W.O.I Watts, M.B.E., W.O.II Wilde, M.M., Sgt. Brown
(R.A.E.C.).

Present Order of Battle
DEPOT H.Q.—R.S.M., W.O.I Collman; O.R.Q.M.S.,
W.O.II Maltman; Q.M.S., C/Sgt. Skelding; Off Mess, Sgt.
Mace; Sgts. Mess, Sgt. Booker; Recruiting, Sgt. Williams;
R.A.P.C., Sgt. Jackson; A.C.C., Sgt. Gregory; A.P.T.C., Sgt.
Clifton (awaiting Posting); A.P.T.C., S/Sgt. Baker;
R.A.E.C., Sgt. Anderson.
TRAINING COY.—C.S.M., Sgt. Gordon, D.C.M.;
C.Q.M.S., C/Sgt. Barton; PI. Sgts., Sgt. Potts, Sgt. Sharp,
Sgt. Quinn, Sgt. Woolgar.
HOLDEES.—W.O.II, King, B.E.M., Recruiting; C/Sgt.
Heyfron, Awaiting Posting; Sgt. Scriven, Awaiting Posting;
Sgt. Huntington, Awaiting Release; Sgt. Edwards
(R.A.E.C.), Relief; Mr. Williams (General's Valet), Paying
Guest.
Being comparatively new to the Depot myself, I am
not quite up to date with the goings on in the mess, but will
attempt to enlighten you with information gleaned from
older members. If I omit anything of importance, please
bear with me.
As previously mentioned, we are now under new
management with the coming of R.S.M. Collman. Some
drastic changes have already taken place, the first and main
one being the transformation of the antiroom. Under the
direction of C/Sgt. Dick (I'm in charge) Barton, ably
assisted by Sgt. Ron (The Cook Maggot) Gregory. Gone
are the creams and greens and in their place comes the
colour scheme so popular among us young contemporary
soldiers, red, grey and black. Gone also are the old
souvenirs, pictures, etc., so long connected with the anti
room. These can now be found elsewhere in the mess (pro
viding you look long and hard enough). The whole object
of the exercise is to modernise the mess and to make it
popular.
On the 17th August we ran the first of our fortnightly
socials and as our guests, we had such well known figures
as Anne Shelton, Cardew Robinson, Bert Weedon, The
Raindrops, James Moody and C.S.M. Bert King, B.E.M.
So you can see we are not doing things by half. Any
Mess member or honorary members and their ladies are
cordially invited every other Thursday. We did have a
large social a couple of weeks ago which proved most
successful, thanks to the hard work put in by C/Sgt Jerry
Heyfron, Sgt. Toe Huntington, John Mace, Bunny Clifton,
Dave Sharp and Jacko Jackson.
Sgts. Smallwood and Wilder have left us for civvy
street and Sgt. Bunny Clifton is on his way to Aden on a
new appointment. We all wish them bon voyage and every
success in their new ventures, and hope that we see them
in the Mess whenever they are around this way. To their
reliefs we say (in advance) welcome and may your stay
be long and enjoyable. Sgts. Paddy Quinn and Wally
Woolgar have now joined us from the 1st Bn. to carry
out continuation training, we welcome them and have now
ordered double issues of bar stocks to keep them in the
manner they were accustomed to in Cyprus.
With these few notes to help keep you up to date I
must slowly wend my way barwards, as it is opening time.
Until next month. Hello.
UGH.

REGIMENTAL CRICKET
Played at Canterbury on July 4th, 1959 v. The Buffs.
Ill luck in the sporting field against the Buffs this sum
mer dogged the match. Whereas the Buffs had a strong side
out, the Queen's own experienced difficulty in raising eleven
men. This was particularly unfortunate in view of the good
sides the Regiment has fielded this year in other matches.
On a blazing hot day the Buffs batted first. Consider
ing the strength of their batting the Queen's Own did well
to dismiss them for 172. The bowling responsibility was
shared; largely between Jackson and Maltman, the latter
taking 4 wickets for 66.
The Queen's Own batting was soon shown to be quite
inadequate against the accurate and quick bowling of
Fawcett. Apart from Major Turner, no batsman got into
double figures and the score board orderly spent his time
putting up wickets falling and seldom runs scored.
Regimental cricketers must make an effort to turn up
for this match next year.

SCORES
The Buffs
Lunn lbw Jordan
Brice c Gillingham b Maltman
Neame run out
Fawcett b Jackson
FrenchBlake lbw Jackson
Auld b Maltman
Henley lbw Maltman
Sellen c Gillingham b Maltman
Gore c Maltman b Jackson
Cox b Tite

Bowlers
Maltman
Jackson
Jordan

42
8
21
4
5
27
14
17
5
11

Balls Mdn.
Blwd. Overs Overs Wkts. Runs
66
4
96
1
16
82
3
2
22
. 132
18
5
30
1
—
—
4
1.5 1
. 12

The Queen's Own
Pte. Piper lbw Fawcett
Maj. Weymouth b Fawcett
Maj. Turner b Fawcett
Mr. Jackson c Brice b Henley
2/Lt. Gillingham b Fawcett
Capt. Stephens st. Sellan b Henley
L/Cpl. Tite lbw Henley
Lt. Butler lbw Fawcett
O.R.Q.M.S. Maltman b Fawcett
2/Lt. Sluce not out
Pte. Jordan b Fawcett
Bowlers
Fawcett
Henley

2
0
13
1
4
0
0
3
0
2
0

Balls Mdn.
Blwd. Overs Overs Wkts. Runs
34
1
5.4
7
11
30
1
5
3
14
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Played at Mote Park on Sunday, 30th August v. The Mote.
The Queen's Own won the toss and batted first.
With
Sayer, the Kent bowler (bowling albeit at reduced pace
through injury) at one end, and the standard of fielding
above Regimental cricket standard, it was expected that
things would soon happen. Farrier was soon out, unfortu
nately hit by a rising ball which he dropped on to his wicket.
Heatly looked confident and played some good shots before
being out lbw to Coomber.

Sayer took his second wicket

when he had Cannell lbw for 2. Jackson and Sutton were
both out before accustoming themselves to the attack. Col.
Defrates, however, was meanwhile playing a patient and
correct innings. With his quota of luck (for he nearly holed
out twice with two big hits) Defrates innings was an excel
lent one which kept the game alive and supported a very
shaky superstructure of batting. He was the last man out,
bowled for 51 by the slow leg break bowler, Foster.
Scores
The Queen's Own
Pte. Farrier b Sayer
Lt. Heatly lbw Coomber
Lt. Cannell lbw Sayer

4
12
2

Mr. Jackson b Foster

1

Lt. Sutton lbw Smith

3

Col. Defrates b Foster
Maj. Weymouth c J. Reader b Smith
Lt. Barclay run out
Lt. Batten b Coomber
Pte. Piper c Foster b Smith

51
0
7
6
1

Lt. Nyren not out
Bowlers

0
Balls Mdn.
Blwd. Overs Overs Wkts. Runs

Sayer

60

4

10

2

9

Coomber

72

1

12

2

29

Foster
Smith

68
84

4
4

11.2
14

2
3

22
27

The Mote
Smith b Defrates
Reader b Jackson
Ellis st. Heatly b Jackson

59
8
17

Coomber not out
Levick not out

4
4
Balls Mdn.

Bowlers
Sutton

Blwd. Overs Overs Wkts. Runs
18
—
3
—
16

Cannell
Jackson

32
41

—
—

Defrates

24

1

5
6.5
4

—
2

21
37

1

18
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Home Counties Brigade
NEWS LETTER No 4
TTHERE has been such a lengthy
pause since News Letter No. 3
made its appearance that there is a
faint possibility that some readers of
this Journal may have started wonder
ing whether by any chance the series
had come to an end. Let me reassure
those who had feared that that might be the case, and at
the same time commiserate with the remainder.
The Brigade Golf Meeting, held at the Hendon Golf
Club under the auspices of The Depot, The Middlesex
Regiment, was about to take place when the last letter went
to print. Although the Meeting is now just over three
months ago it serves usefully as a kickingoff point for this
letter. There was a most satisfactorily large entry, the
weather was kind, the arrangements were good and, to coin
a phrase, "an enjoyable time was had by all." To judge
from the results the day could almost be described as a
" Royal Sussex benefit," for they won not only the Regi
mental Cup and the Regimental Foursomes Cup, but
Maj. Shields and Capt. Johnson, also of the Regiment,
walked off with the prize for the best foursomes scores.
However, The East Surrey Regiment and The Queen's Own
were both represented in the prizelist, so that to a certain
degree honour was satisfied.
The Brigade Colonel was prevented at the eleventh
hour from attending, much to his disappointment. He had
only just returned from a most enjoyable, though
strenuous, tenday visit to the 1st Battalions of The Queen's,
The Buffs and The Middlesex Regiment in B.A.O.R., and
was due to take off for Cyprus for a shorter, though equally
enjoyable and strenuous, visit to the 1st Battalion of The
Queen's Own the following day. By means of these visits—
which, according to his Charter, the Brigade Colonel must
make twice a year to Battalions in England and B.A.O.R.
and once a year anywhere else in the world—he is enabled
to keep closely in touch with Commanding Officers and
their problems and is also able to see, and be seen by, as
many Officers, W.O.s and Sgts. as possible.

While this is

undoubtedly a very considerable pleasure and privilege for
him, there is invariably the thought in the back of his mind
that the reverse is not necessarily always the case.
Those readers who are in any way Museumminded
will be interested to know the score about the Brigade

FOREMOST FOR FORD

Museum. This is to be established in the building in Howe
Barracks, Canterbury (the Brigade Depot's future home, but
at present the home of The Buffs Depot), now occupied by
The Buffs' Museum. Exactly when the change will take
place is problematical, but in the meanwhile the Curator
designate, Mr. Woodcock, who lives in Canterbury, has

BROTHERS LTD

MAIDSTONE

ASHFORD ROAD — TEL. 2239 (5 lines)

KENT'S FIRST

a

MAIN DEALERS

been far from idle. He has been visiting all six Regimental
Museums, asking for exhibits and items, planning his lay
out, and generally being extremely busy. He has also been
liaising with the authortobe of the Brigade Short History,
Maj. Blaxland, who was invalided out of The Buffs some
five years ago and who now lives near Canterbury. He has
contracted to produce, towards the end of October, a
910,000word History, culled from all the six Regimental
Histories, and it is of the greatest importance that the
Museum Curator and the Historian should be closely asso
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ciated with one another; history in books must obviously be
intimately connected with history visible in a Museum.
There have been two meetings of the Council of
Colonels since the last letter was published, one at the end
of May and the other two months later. It was at the July
meeting that' the Council learned with regret that Lieutenant
General G. C. Bucknall, C.B., M.C., D.L., was giving up his
appointment as Colonel of The Middlesex Regiment. His
successor will be Colonel J. F. Willoughy, O.B.E., whom
many readers will know already, and whom all ranks will
wish to congratulate on his appointment.
The Representative Colonel for the coming twelve
months will be Major General V. Boucher, C.B., C.B.E.,
Colonel of The Buffs, who succeeds General Sir Lashner G.
Whistler, G.C.B., K.B.E., D.S.O., D.L., Colonel of The
Royal Sussex Regiment, at the next meeting in September.
Two further changes in the composition of the Council
can be foreseen. On 14th October Major General J. F.
Metcalfe, C.B.E., will become the first Colonel of the newly
formed Queen's Royal Surrey Regiment, which means that
Major General J. Y. Whitfield, C.B., D.S.O., O.B.E., and
Brigadier G. R. P. Roupell, V.C., C.B., D.L., the last
Colonels of, respectively, The Queen's and The East Surrey
Regiment, will be seen no more at Council Meetings. And
Lieutenant General Sir William P. Oliver,. K.C.B., O.B.E.,
D.L., Colonel of The Queen's Own, whose recent appoint
ment as High Commissioner in Australia has given such
pleasure to so many, will be succeeded by Major General
D. E. B. Talbot, C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C. Thus by the autumn
the Council will have taken on a somewhat different appear
ance and will be one less in number.
The Depot of The Queen's Royal Regiment and The
East Surrey Regiment—the interim name, until amalgama
tion, of what will become, on 14th October, the Depot The
Queen's Royal Surrey Regiment—has established itself at
Canterbury since the last letter was written, under the com
mand of Maj. D. C. Snowdown, T.D. (Queens) with Capt.
G. Mason (Surreys) as his Adjutant. They have been busily
engaged in setting up shop and opened their doors to their
first recruit intake on 6th August.
The Royal Sussex Regiment's part in the Royal
Tournament at Earl's Court cannot be allowed to pass with
out a mention. This year being the bicentenary of the
Battle of Quebec, in which the Regiment fought and at
which they achieved the Roussillon Plume which is part
of their cap badge, it was entirely fitting that the 1st Bat
talion, staying at Lingfield for six months or so en route
from Gibraltar to Northern Ireland, should portray certain
episodes from that Battle. This they did with distinction
and much gusto, and oh the night that the Colonel of the
Regiment was in the Royal Box it seemed as though the
whole of Sussex had made the journey to Earl's Court. A
week or so later their Regimental Ball in the Royal Pavilion
at Brighton was another splendid and colourful evening.
Early in July the Brigade Colonel went, first to Exeter
and then to Stanmore, to select his " first XI," of W.O.s and
Sgts. and then of Officers, to . serve on the Brigade Depot
Staff as from 1st April next year. As he has said on
numerous occasions, only the best available — no matter
whether they are Officers or N.C.O.s, Bandsmen, Drum
mers, Weapon Training experts or Educators — will be
accepted in appointments at the Brigade Depot. Those

selected for the particularly important task of getting the
Depot off to a good start will soon be informed of the fact;
it will be no inconsiderable tribute to their capabilities and
professional skill that they have been so chosen. As far as
it has been possible to do so the staff will be representative
of all Regiments in the Brigade, but it will be obvious to
even the meanest intelligence that, because of the closure of
two Depots—The Queen's Surreys and The Royal Sussex—
at the same" time as the Brigade Depot forms, the preponder
ance of the lower ranks will come from those two Regi
ments. As time goes on, however, representation from all
Regiments will become more evenly distributed.
Two towns, Worthing and Ramsgate, have recently
honoured their respective County Regiments by bestowing
their Honorary Freedoms upon them. These occasions
bind Regiment to County even more closely than before;
and, in these days when the subject of recruiting is so much
in all our minds, they are events which may well have a
most important bearing on the future.
The Buffs' Band has been in Canterbury since early in
July. They are shortly to lose the services, to say nothing
of the skill, the humour and the outstanding personality, of
their Bandmaster, Mr. Sharpe, who after nine years with the
Regiment, is being translated to Kneller Hall as the School
Bandmaster. His place will be taken by The Queen's Band
master, Mr. Lynes, who on the amalgamation of the two
Surrey Regiments' Bands, looked like being out of job.
Another change of Bandmaster has taken place in The
Royal Sussex Regiment, where Mr. Pryce has taken over
from Mr. Kelly, who has been Commissioned to an
appointment in Pakistan.
The Bands of The Buffs, The East Surrey Regiment
and The Royal Sussex Regiment are taking part in a mili
tary display at Gillingham in the middle of August, which
the Brigade Colonel, for his sins, has had the responsibility
of organising. The Royal Sussex Regiment are also repre
sented by a Fighting Patrol demonstration, and The
Queen's Own by a P.T. display. The emphasis in the whole
display is very definitely being laid on the Home Counties
Brigade, putting the Brigade officially before the public for,
perhaps, the first time.
Congratulations from all ranks in the Brigade went to
R.S.M. Parker, of The Queen's Own, when he was awarded
the M.B.E. in the middle of July. This was a singularly
fine achievement.
Congratulations, too, to the 1st Battalion The Queen's
not only on winning The B.A.O.R. Swimming Champion
ships, but also the Army Swimming Championships. A
really good " double."
Finally, congratulations to Maj. P. G. Colyer (Queens)
on being awarded the Army VIII Badge after shooting for
the Army VIII in the United Services Cup Competition at
Bisley.

And that brings Letter No. 4 to a close. By the time
No. 5 appears the Brigade will have become established as
an integral part of the British Army, because of the events
due to take place on 14th October. The future of the
Brigade lies in the hands of each and every one of us; it is a
future bright with promise if we use our opportunities well.
The Brigade Colonel has every confidence that you will all
play your part to the very utmost.
„ . 
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UGUST the 19th and " Ladies Night " for the Branch.
Before we say anything about this there is a very

important matter we wish to mention. The Reunion at
Maidstone. We wish to place on record our keen apprecia
tion of the arrangements made for this annual event. The
Commanding Officer and all who worked under him are
to be congratulated on a most orderly and well organised
show. No fuss and no bother, that's how we like it and we
wish to say " Thank you."
Now to return to "Ladies Night." This is not the best
time of the year for these functions.
Though not well
attended, those that did come along spent a very pleasant
evening.
Our President, Lt.Col. G. E. L. Pardington, M.B.E.,
unable to be present, sent us warm greetings and good
wishes for the evening. Our Chairman, Major N. S .C.
Elmslie just back from camp with the 2nd Cadet Battalion
"The Queen's Own," which he now commands, made a
special appeal to all members to raise recruits for this unit
which is doing such good work for the regiment.
During the evening. Major Elmslie read a letter from
Mr. E. Adams from South Africa, in which he thanked
members for their letters and good wishes, etc. We under
stand that he was not too well at the time of writing and
shall hope that by now he is again enjoying good health. We
send him our warm regards.
We shall be meeting again on the third Wednesday of
September, when we hope to have more news of good holi
days spent in this wonderful weather.
T.L.S.

LONDON BRANCH

T

HE Annual Reunion has passed, the P. & P. versus The

Depot Cricket also behind us, the printer is back at
work, so once more the Q.O.G. correspondents take up
pens to push out their news.
A few notes on the meeting of 31st July, only a few
days after the Reunion. Normally only a few turn up to
this end July meeting. One reason, holidays, two, the lad's
have been with their comrades only a week or ten days

before, so why pop up to the branch ? That seems to be
ended. We had quite a bumper number present, and Len
Remfry must have been pleased at the attendance, as there
must have been more than 40. with several ladies, Mesdames
Mines, Elson, Bruce, Wallace L., Hales, Milton, Parry. Dig
ley, Silk, and two whom I think the branch has not seen
previously at our meetings, Mesdames Lewis and Whelan.
proving our contention that the ladies are interested in what
their husbands do on this last Friday of the month !

233

We should have had Major " Bert " Blake with us too,
as he had promised to be at the Branch on the very first
Friday he was home, but no doubt Bert, with his wife and
family also coming home, found it a little too much on this
occasion. We shall expect you Bert, so please pop along
when you can.
Arthur Edward's Matelot chum was with us once more,
and Ted Hanson put in one of his welcome appearances.
We had greetings from Bert Hepworth, Jim Bates, Dick
Thatcher and Mrs. Orchard, and Ted Ballard had written
he was on holiday. The raffle for a box of cigarettes was
won by Bogie Childers, who promptly returned it for re
issue. This time Bandy Waller won, and he presented it to
Mrs. Lil Wallace whom we were pleased to see among us
once again. The Benevolent box and the raffle once more
proved our members' generosity. Due to the inability of
Head Office to produce P. & P. badges, we have, for the
time being, to give up our sixpenny fines for nonwearing
of the badge. Wake up, Maidstone, what about these
badges ? (Please see Editorial in August issue—Editor).
Naturally, all those one expected were there, we always
see Col. "Peggy" Grant, Lt.Col. "Jim" Kerr, Lt.Col.
Craven, Lt.Col. I. R. Lovell, etc., but there's a lot of 'tween
the wars officers who weren't there. Perhaps I'm being un
kind, and they were all on their holidays. The Editor may
have been pleased, but a lot of the local lads missed these
officers. They do come to have a waffle with them, and in
deference to the " Colonel " the troops turned up in large
numbers to march this time, and not cheer the marchers !
Our branch members turned up in very large numbers,
I am glad to relate, and with " Bunny " Hare in Timber's
" The Thing," we have every reason to be proud of our
attendance. With the exception of Bandy Waller who had
a special reason for not marching, I should say 95% of us
were among the marchers, and we even roped in Busty
Cannacott to march back with us. He was too late for the
parade due to bus difficulties.
Everything went off with the usual swing, and at the
final note of Retreat, there was a hurried rush for the
Sergeant's Mess. We are grateful to the O.C. Depot for his
kindness in placing the Mess and a barrack room at the dis
posal of the P. & P. This overgenerous gesture will be
sadly missed next year, or at least when the venue is altered,
we are probably not likely to get these same facilities. How
ever, not to count one's chicken — I hope I'm completely
wrong and wherever the venue, the home side will do
exactly as we have been doing these past few years, since
the Army became more democratic !
Enough of the Reunion, and on to our meeting of the
29th August, and to firstly, congratulate Lt.Col. and Mrs.
Peter Buckle, on their addition of one boy to the family,
making it now a double, of two boys and two girls. Well
done, Peter, and that doubtless is the reason why Lt.Col.
Peter Buckle was not with us. However, we did have on
parade Lt.Col. A. J. M. (Bobby) Flint, who has just handed
over command of the 1st Battalion to another member of
the London Branch, Lt.Col. "Twink " Gwilliam. We were
very pleased to see the former who is soon to go off on a
Staff job in France, who thoroughly enjoys his visits to us
made whenever he gets the chance.
The meeting was attended by about fifty people, not
so many ladies on this occasion : Mrs. Elson, Mrs. Canna
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cott, Mrs. Bruce, Mrs. Parry, Mrs. Fenwick, Mrs. Cox, Mrs.
Silk and Mrs. Dick Hales, being present only. Our usual
stalwarts were there, and Busty Cannacott met his old
friend and conspirator, " Canter " Donaldson, for the first
time in about thirty years. Two real old time " Crown and
Anchor " wallahs these two, but certainly two of the best
type of old comrade that one could wish to meet. They
have nothing but praise for the Regiment, despite the trials
arid tribulations that befell both of them during their
sojourn with the Battalion, mainly in Poona! ! !
Our Chairman Ted Ballard was with us again, Alf Toms,
Bogie Childs and Arthur Edwards. Mr. Swayne and Harry
Freeman representing our veteran class, and what a repre
sentative body they are too. Our Chairman, Len Remfry
was with us, Percy Hallett, Tom Briddock, all in good form.
Jack Teare and Co., were in a large body at the back of the
hall. Alf Whelan, Charles Lewis, John Newton, Tom Silk,
all having a big laugh about their holiday experiences, spent
in the Channel Islands. They met a few of the Regiment
whilst there, Dick Thatchett and Jim Bates prominent
among them.
Bandy Waller was with us again, Fishy Parker, Jack
Hunt, Harry Lofts, Jack Ellis of the Cavalry, Darkie Mastin
was absent unfortunately, but Ted Tickner was there, and
still coming along on odd occasions, two new members,
more of whom later.
We were pleased to see among us again Lt.Col. Pink,
our Cadets' representative, who has been absent for the
past three meetings due to a serious illness. He is now on
the way to recovery, but must still take things easily, and
had to leave the meeting early due to this. We are all glad
to see you back, Colonel, and hope your health continues
strongly. We missed you in your absence.
The meeting opening, Len Remfry our Chairman, first
welcomed Lt.Col. A. J. M. Flint, back after his arduous
command in Cyprus, and complimented him upon how well
he appeared and on his good fortune in obtaining his Staff
job, which takes him back to Fontainbleau. In his usual
manner, Len told him, " There you are sir, I've always told
the officers, join the London Branch and you'll get a good
Staff job." The branch has had many a chuckle over this
quip of Len's, but it is peculiar, how many of our officer
members do get good Staff jobs, eventually.
After the welcomes, Len had to report on a letter from
the Marchant family, that our Timber, who was absent on
this occasion, had an accident whilst at work and was in
hospital. The writer gave no details, which was not very
thoughtful, so at the time we were not aware as to what
extent Timber's injuries were, nor as to which hospital. We
are all dreadfully sorry to hear this Timber, and the branch
sends you hearty " Get well" greetings, and hope that you
will soon be among us again.
Enquiries were instituted at once, several members
wanting to visit our legless warrior, whom everyone knows,
does so much for the welfare side of the branch, especially
in his visits to our sick members. So if you're reading me
Timber, the best of wishes from the branch for a speedy
recovery.
There was very little correspondence. and the minutes
were read and passed in a very short space of time. Arising
from the minutes was the report on the P. & P. cricket
match versus The Depot. Owing to holidays, only Bandy
Waller, Busty Cannacott and the writer turned out from

the London Branch, and my mainstay, Len O'Leary, let me
down badly by not turning up on the day. Tom Briddock
had mailed him but the letter was returned " not known "
from the address given. I had however, given plenty of
previous notice. More of the cricket later.
The welcome to new members came next and there
were two on this occasion. One, a Mr. Honour, who was
in the 7th Battalion during World War II, and two, Mr.
Keay, who was in the 7th Battalion, World War I. A coinci
dence this, without a doubt. Mr. Honour, who was a trifle
loquacious it would appear, gave quite a lengthy waffle all
round prior to the meeting, and proceeded to do the same
on being introduced later from the floor. However, as Mr.
Honour is probably making the most of his opportunities,
we took it all in good humour and gave him tumultuous
applause when he had finished his piece. Mr. Keay was
much more reticent. He had come along to meet Mr. Hil
ton, a First War veteran, but, as the latter had not turned
up, he came into the meeting, asked whether Mr. Hilton was
present, and made his decision to join the branch. We hope
that both these new boys found an interest and that we shall
see them at future meetings.
The Get Together due 19th September was discussed,
and the usual arrangements made to put up those who will
attend and want to stay the night. Several decided to
attend, although it is hopeless these days to run a coach for
those so doing, it gets back to town far too late for those
who have to travel onwards after being set down at the R.V.
This is a great pity, because, to my mind, the G.T. has al
ways been a far more intimate function than the Reunion,
as everyone just has to meet everyone else, despite the size
of the Gymnasium, wherein the G.T. is held. It will be a
thing of the past of course, by the time these notes appear,
but I hope we have a really bumper evening. I'm looking
forward to seeing lots of old friends once more..
The question of meeting the Battalion when it arrives
at Southampton arose, and the answer was provided by
Lt.Col. " Bobby " Flint, who knew the answer to this, less
the actual date of arrival. Therefore we must write to O.C.
Advance Party in the hope of getting news. Whether or
not there will be an official welcome was in the dark, but
more will be known when we have contacted the O.C.
Advance Party.
Another idea, mooted on previous occasions, was re
viewed, when Ted Tickner rose to ask whether we could
have a branch card — size of a visiting card — printed, giv
ing date and venue of our meetings and of which members

Primrose and
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could carry a supply in their wallets, to hand to exService
Queen's Own friends. The idea is good. The newer mem
bers who meet exQueen's Own nonmembers find them
selves wondering how to describe the Cranbourne, the last
Friday of the month, Len Remfry, etc., would be able to
produce the card and say, " You find your way there, old
man, you'll meet some of the lads, and have a good
evening." I hope Len rushes this thing through with all
speed, so we can have them for the October meeting, as it
seems to be an excellent idea.
There was no raffle this month but the Benevolent Box
benefited handsomely once more, and the meeting closed in
the region of 9.30 p.m. We had expected to see Johnny
Gammell at the show after the meeting but Bob Gregory
could not quite do the trick. The latter many will remember
as a splendid boxer in the 1st Battalion Poona and Madras
days, and I feel sure that Lt.Col. Pug Durtnell, who has
missed our last two meetings will be sorry to miss Bob, who
although not having joined, manages to leave his theatre to
pop round and have a noggin with the lads.
He has quite a repertoire of good stories of his Police
days, and his war days with Johnny Gammell, who most of
us remember as the best welter the Regiment had since
before the first World War. When I write this, I am think
ing of the great scrappers both Battalions have had since
World War I. There was only one boxer who could beat
Johnny at his weight in the whole of the army in India, and
despite the high standard of boxing in the immediate post
war 1st Battalion, records show that Gammell went farther
than others in the Battalion. Lt. C. S. Durtnell, of course,
won his weight in India, but that was in the officer class, a
very much lower order in those days. Today of course, the
officer takes his chance with the O.Rs., and it is very nice
to hear of officer's becoming champions of their weight.
We hope to see you soon Johnny, and we are holding Bob
Gregory to his word.
The cricket at Maidstone, held on 23rd August was
quite an enjoyable affair. I won the toss and having eleven
people, having roped in Fred Farrington, and one or two
others, allowed Depot the first knock. Ron Hendon and Billy
Williams, Maidstone and Chatham branches, opened the
bowling, and we were doing very well until a left hand bat
came in, and no matter what bowling, proceeded to flog
us all over the field. From 44 for 7 it became 97 all out as
Cannacott bowled the left hander. Bruce getting the wicket
of the only other resistance.
Spud Evans, having turned up late, opened with Smith,
but the fastish bdwling of one Depot player proved too
much for our first five wickets, although it was the slower
ball which got the wickets. However, Slasher Weller
managed to get about 16 before being out, and the skipper,
having elected to bat No. 10, had a short and merry knock
bringing the P. & P. total to 77, we therefore lost by twenty
runs.
It was a very good day's outing indeed. Williams, from
Chatham, took four wickets, Ron Hendon, Maidstone, three
wickets, Busty Cannacott two, and the Spider one. Mr.
Smith of Maidstone kept wicket excellently and Mr. Fred
Barham, an old friend of Indian days, umpired very well.
We are extremely grateful to both Maidstone and London
branches for our tea and refreshments. A most enjoyable
time was spent in the Sergeant's Mess after the match, and
there was quite a large sprinkling of spectators throughout
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the afternoon. Thanks are due to the O.C. Depot for our
match and also to Lt. Desmond Butler for the enthusiastic
way he attended to the whole procedure.
We are wondering now what is to happen next year.
Well, that winds it up for this month, and let's hope our
branch attendance which has been really high in numbers,
continues in the same style throughout the winter.
A personal note for those who knew the Spider in his
early days of marriage will have noticed that Sheila, my
daughter, was married in June. On September 5th Derek
marries in Amersham. A notice should appear in the Q.O.G.
and this will leave the old homestead bare. I would like to
mention that my old friend Jimmy Hammond's daughter,
Valerie, is to be married on October 10th, so if any of you
old Secunderabad wallahs are beginning to feel old, what
about the Hammonds and the Bruce's ?
The Spider.
11th

(LEWISHAM)

BATTALION

Annual Dinner and Reunion. Saturday, November 7th,
next. London, near Charing Cross. Details from Hon. Sec
retary, L. W. Dawson, 19, Chestnut Drive, Heme Bay,
Kent. Members of Branches will be most welcome.
Remembrance Sunday, November 8th next. Service at
St. Laurence Church, Catford, S.E.6, 10.50 a.m. Members
of the Catford and London Branches are particularly invited
to join us in our act of remembrance.
THIS MONTH'S REFLECTIONS
T^HIS is the slack season for news, so we'll just let our
J thoughts wander, shall we ?
At school we used to sing with some gusto ('though
perhaps not entirely in tune) :—
Come out, 'tis now September,
The Hunter's Moon's begun
And through the fields of stubble
Is heard the frequent gun.
It didn't occur to us then that many of us would before
long be hearing the frequent gun, but one of much larger
calibre than the poet meant. And for stubble, soon there
would be substituted rubble — except perhaps on the chins
of the P.B.I, and other army types.
The month seems to have an attraction for those that
wage war. I suppose the harvest is in by then and the
rations assured . . . and, of course, the going is good and
hard. Though not always. It was alright for Flers in 1916,
but what about Tower Hamlets in 1917 ? But for plank
roads and those miles of shaky, duckboards we should have
been properly bogged down.
-

$

&
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By the time this is read, the usual autumn Committee
Meeting will have been held and the arrangements for the
Dinner on the Saturday before Remembrance Sunday dis
cussed at length, agreed in principle, and details left to Len
Dawson. There will have been the usual grouses about the
venue, the high cost of the beer, &c., &c. The progress, or
rather lack of progress, of the proposed project for the
Memorial Window will no doubt have occupied a good deal
of time and steps suggested to increase the tempo. At the
time of writing this, there is no news further than that given
in " The Buster " last month. The Remembrance Service
at our Church of St. Lawrence, Catford, will have been
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talked over, layers of wreaths nominated, &c. This year,
the Committee hope for a real good attendance there.
$

$

$

$

I am afraid that I cannot match " The Spider," of
London Branch in the fullness of my reports of our doings ;
his notes of his Branch A.G.M. must have been pretty
copious and I assure he has a good working knowledge of
shorthand. I wonder if his Auditors spotted that the Three
Guineas his Branch were to donate to our Memorial Win
dow Fund are still amongst the monies transferred to the
P.O.S.B.?
And mentioning " The Spider " recalls the recent mix
up of the members of my clan. Now there is a further
instance ... I've just had a messbill from the P.M.C.,
Depot. True, he promoted me to Major. But it's a long
time since I messed in Barracks.
There's always the hope that one day the mistake will
be the other way round and that a substantial monetary
windfall may come my way.
R.O.R.
GRAVESEND BRANCH
HIS Branch held its monthly meeting on Monday, 7th
T
September, and it was a welcome sight to see " The
Busters" waiting for distribution after the inconvenience
caused by the printing strike. Our meeting was a happy
gathering, although we had a poor attendance. We missed
Alf Tapp, M.C., who is enjoying a few days holiday and
taking advantage of the nice weather. George Anchors is
still away with his leg trouble, but we understand that the
leg is improving and we trust that we shall be seeing him
soon. Our Standard Bearer was also absent on the sick
list, but we hope he will be fit for the Battle of Britain
Sunday. We regret to say that our proposed Rifle Team has
flopped, leaving us with two .22 rifles to be disposed of, so if
any branch is interested in purchasing them, our secretary
will be only two pleased to negotiate.
H.M.S.
CATFORD AND DISTRICT
HE Branch held its annual outing on Sunday, September
T
13th, and one of London's popular resorts, Brighton,
was chosen. In most happy conditions, members were

picked up at various points. There was several notable
absentees. Holidays no doubt being the main cause.
However, off we went with " Mike " Leavey in charge,
ably assisted by " Harry " Lake, and in a short time our
coach was speeding through South Northwood. After about
an hour's run, a halt was called, and the coach was parked
in a very narrow lane, rather too straight to be convenient,
with a large house at the end.
This caused much fun and laughter. I wonder what
the men working in the field thought at the most unusual
sights they saw in a gap in the hedge.
Our Chairman, Harry, was the target the ladies got at.
Their remarks, I will not repeat, but it was good fun.
Our driver, a very good and willing chap, gave Mike a
hand in dispensing the bottles of Light's, Brown's, Guinnes
ses, and soft drinks, together with crisps and biscuits, which
had been carefully stowed away at the rear of the coach.

It was very welcome because the sun was quite strong.
Our brief interlude was broken, because a car caused
our coach to be shifted into the main road, in order to let
it pass.
Shortly afterwards, when the " wallop " had been con
sumed, excepting one bottle of light ale, we continued our
journey, and just before noon we parked the coach and
walked to a cosy little cafe, where lunch was ready for us.
We soon demolished that with ready enjoyment, after which
the party broke up, and members went on their own.
A few of us decided to have a boat trip, which we
thoroughly enjoyed, especially when large lumps of spray
were thrown over us.
After which, we had to walk quite a distance before
we could find some deck chairs, and most enjoyed a nice
quiet nap in the warm sun and fresh air. Tea time soon
came round, so back to the cafe we trooped and enjoyed a
" High Tea," which included fish and ice cream.
It was a fair distance to walk to reach the coach, along
the Promenade, past the Pavilion into the back streets, so
after tea we quietly wended our way in that direction.
It was now nearly 6 o'clock and soon we were away
again, towards home, quite content following very pleasant
hours by the sea.
It was found very necessary to stop en route because
the sea air had made many of us very thirsty. So we pulled
off the road at a very convenient stopping place, and were
soon busy quaffing good old English Ale, or other types of
thirst quenchers. We spent quite a time there, but then
Mike and Harry herded us back to the coach, when they
thought it was time to go.
Well, that easing of the throat caused members to burst
into song once we got on the way. Harry Lake of course,
conducting the choir, mixing some of his favourite "Family
Favourites " into the proceedings.
It was surely a very happy party, goodness knows what
the people on the pavements thought.
Well, it was all good fun, everyone thoroughly enjoyed
it.
Well, the writer left the coach at Norwood, the
remainder went to Branch Headquarters at Forest Hill,
where they spent the final half an hour before going home.
It had been a jolly good day without exception, every
one agreed that it had been a "Lovely Day."
Thanks to Mike, Harry, Sally and others who helped
to organise and to conduct a jolly good show. Well done,
Mike, everything went off splendidly. Thanks to you.
Best wishes to all Association Branches, and to the 1st
Battalion, not forgetting the 4th/5th Battalion.
Ravensbourne.
4
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Poor
Mr. Long

Mr. Long and Mr. Short are both Men of Vision. But up
till now their visions haven't shown any sign of materialising.
Mr. Long longs for a car of his own—he has his eye on
a 5jlitre AC/DC superchoked NewtonleWillows Gran
Turismo Special. Mr. Short is short of the wherewithal
to keep his ancestral mansion from coming apart at the
dampcourse. But neither can afford to fork out a large
sum in hard cash. So what to do?

AIVSWE/S : talk to UDTabout it

UDT helps all sorts of people to bay all sorts
of things. Farmers buy their stock, motorists
buy their cars, householders 'do up' their
property — all without drawing on capital.
There are UDToffices throughout the country
—you'll find the address of the nearest in
your local directory. If you think UDT could
help you, have a word with the Manager.

United Dominions Trust
(Commercial) Limited
UNITED DOMINIONS MOUSE. EASTCHBAP, LONDON EC3
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THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT (50th and 97th)
" Quo Fas et Gloria ducunt." The Sphinx superscribed " Egypt."
The White Horse of Kent with motto "Invicta."
"Vimiera," "Corunna," "Almarez," "Vittoria," "Pyrenees," "Nive,"
"Orthes,"
"Peninsula,"
"Punniar,"
"Moodkeo,"
"Ferozeshah,"
"Aliwal,"
"Sobraon,"
"Alma,"
"Inkerman," Sevastopol," "Lucknow," "New Zealand," "Egypt, 1882,"
"Nile, 188485," "South Africa, 190002" "Afghanistan, 1919."

The Great War—18 Battalions.—" M o n s , " "Le Cateau," "Retreat from Mons," "Marne, 1914," "Aisne, 1914," "La Bassee, 1914,"
"Messines, 1914, T7" "Ypres, 1914, '15, '17, '18," "Hill 60," "Gravenstafel," "St. Julien," "Frezenberg," "Loos,"
'Guillemont,'
"Somme, 1916 '18," "Albert, 1916, '18." "Bazentin," "Delville
Wood,"
Poziers.'" "Oniiipmnnt."
"FlersCourcelette.
"Morval," "Thiepval,"
"Oppy," "Pilcken,"
1917, '18" "St. Que
1918," "Hindenburg
Flanders, 191418," '
o

 ,
.
191516," " G a z a , " "El Mughar," "Jerusalem," "Jericho," "Tell "Asur," "Palestine, 191718,
Defence of Kut el Amara,
" S h a r q a t , " "Mesopotamia, I*#15i8."
All aa nm e i n , "
Aiam el Haifa
El A
Second World. War—"Defence of The Escaut," "Foret de Nieppe," " N o r t h  W e s t E u r o p e , 1940,
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Depot, R.W.K.
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Holman, J. C.
Whitty, R. H.

1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
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Gregory, M. K.
Sutton, J. D.
Cyster, P. L.
Parslow, J. P.
Burrell, G. K.
Curtis, D. R.
Finnis, S. R.
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Capt. J. A. Barlas, R.A.M.C. (T.A.) Lt. R. P. Gilbert, R.A.P.C. (T.AJ
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Blake, A. G., M.B.E.
Stephens, S. V. ...
Grubb, J. E., M.B.E.
Hoggart, E. J. W. .

Smith, J. C. C. j.
Young, R. N.
Maw, N. N. G.
Pedgrift, G. E.
Fraser, C. G.
MorleyJacob, P. J. (A/Capt.)
Nyren, M. V. (A/Capt.)

NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICERS
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Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
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S.
R.
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P.

Canned
E. Coningham
D. Wallace
A. Crane
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Lt. T. J. B. Locker
Lt. R. C. Robertson
2/Lt. P. J. S. Furneaux
2/Lt. R. W. SheltonAgar
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REGULAR PERMANENT STAFF
Trg. Major and Adjt.—
Major J. H. Brock.

Q.M'.(Major) A. G. Blake, M.B.E.

SPECIAL ORDER OF THE DAY
BY

THE

COLONELS

OF

REGIMENTS

OF

The Home Counties Brigade in Council
On the adoption today by the Infantry Regiments of the Counties of Surrey,
Kent, Sussex and Middlesex of the new badge approved by Her Majesty The
Queen, the Home Counties Brigade takes its firmly established place as an integral
part of the British Regular Army.
We wish to place on record our faith in the future of the Brigade; in the
loyalty and devotion to duty of all ranks; and in the unity of purpose, ideals and
standards of which this badge is the visible symbol.
The honoured traditions, customs and histories built up by the Regiments in
the Brigade over the centuries and, in many cases, already shared, will continue.
There will be a Home Counties Brigade Depot, shortly to be established at
CANTERBURY, which will in due course serve all Regiments in the Brigade.
The Commandant of the Depot will be the Brigade Colonel, who will also be
responsible for coordinating all matters of common concern as directed by us in
Council.
Officers and Other Ranks are liable to serve in any Regiment of the Brigade,
but as far as circumstances allow they will serve for as long as possible in the
Regiment of their original choice.
Finally, it must be the aim of all who serve in the Home Counties Brigade of
the future to ensure that the Brigade is as well known and respected in its own
right as is any on^of the Regiments which compose it.

ft-

W,

Jta

Colonel, The Queen's Royal
Regiment

7....

Colonel,

Colonel, The East Surrey Regiment

Colonel, The Royal SusseiTKegiment

ueen's Own Royal
West Kent Regiment

Colonel, The Middlesex Regiment
CD.C.O.)

CANTERBURY

14TH OCTOBER, 1959

240

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

Farewell Message from the Colonel of the Regiment
Regimental Headquarters,
The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regt.,
The Barracks,
Maidstone, Kent.
14th October, 1959.
To be chosen as Colonel of one's regiment is, 1 suppose, the highest honour that can be paid to
any infantry officer and I am just as conscious today of the great privilege that has been accorded to
me, as l was on 17th January, 1949.
This month I hand over my duties as Colonel of The Queen's Own to MajorGeneral D. E. B.
Talbot, a distinguished Regimental Officer who needs no introduction to any of you.
On handing over to him I would like to thank you all, Regular and Territorial; Past and Pre
sent, for your cooperation, loyal support and friendship throughout the last eleven years.
Mucli has happened during that time. The reduction to one Regular and one T.A. Bat
talions Service in Germany, Malaya, Suez and Cyprus. The Bicentenary of the Regiment
and the Centenary of the Territorial Battalion.
We have all of us seen many changes, but change is constant Just under 80 years ago the 50th
and 97th accepted amalgamation, and the way they accepted it and went on to enhance their former
glories was an example to all.
Today we face another change — a further amalgamation.
fi l / ) ,
Our forbears set a fine example in such matters, as in many others.
JJ If jf\
We can do no better than to follow their example.
HI
Good luck to you all.

*ilJ*

NEW GAP BADGE
From the 14th October, all ranks of the
Regiment changed their White Horse
Badge for the Home Counties Brigade
Badge, with the exception of the Territorial
Battalion and any regulars serving with
them.
On the previous page we publish a copy
of the Special Order of the Day signed by
the Colonels of all six regiments in the Brigade. The original
(vellum copy) will be retained in the Regimental Museum,
copies having been sent to the 1st Battalion, 4/5th Bat
talion and the Depot.
* "

^

We also offer our congratulations to Lieutenant
Colonel D. H. Gwilliam, M.B.E., on his promotion and
appointment to the command of the 1st Battalion.
*
*
*
*

Notice
The Editor has a number qf copies of Molony's
History "Invicta", which for clearance purposes he must
dispose of before amalgamation. These can be obtained
on application from Regimental Headquarters at the re
duced price of One Shilling plus postage.
Also for sale is a limited number of old Q.O.G.s, which
can be obtained at fourpence each plus postage.
*

*

*

*

Christmas Card

TEftitorial
/"\N behalf of all members of the Regiment, both past
and _ present, we offer, .our very best wishes to
LieutenantGeneral Sir William Oliver, K.C.B., O.B.E.,
D.L., on his retirement from his appontment of Colonel
of the Regiment, which he has held since the 17th January,
1949. General Sir William and Lady Oliver are on the way
out to Australia to take up the appointment of High Com
missioner for the United Kingdom. We wish them both
the very best of luck.
":
4

O

8

8

We offer our congratulations to MajorGeneral
D. E. B. Talbot, C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C., on his appointment
to Colonel of the Regiment.

This year's Christmas Card is a copy of a water colour
by Mr. C. C. P. Lawson, and was painted to commemorate
the centenary of our 4/5th Battalion 18591959.
It represents the four main stages in the 4th Battalion
history—1859, 1895, 1914, 1944.
There is only one type of card this year with the
picture inside, crest outside and tied with Regimental rib
bon. Cost inclusive of postage Is. 3d. per card.


*

*

*

Regimental Diaiy 1960
Orders can still be accepted for the 1960 Diary. Prices
are: —
Wallets complete with pencils
16/ Id.
Leather Bound
5/ 7d.
Plexide
4/ 5d.
Refills
2/10d.
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Colonel of the Regiment
MajorGeneral D. E. B. Talbot, C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C.

T

HIS month we publish a photograph of our new Colonel

of the Regiment.
MajorGeneral D. E. B. Talbot,
C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C., who will succeed LieutenantGeneral
Sir William Oliver. K.C.B., O.B.E., D.L., as Colonel of the
Regiment on 15th October until amalgamation with the
Buffs early in 1961, was commissioned into the Queen's Own
Royal West Kent Regiment on 30th August, 1928.

Posted

to the 1st Battalion in India he served with it in Madras,
Bangalore, Secunderabad and Karachi. After commanding
No. 12 Platoon in "C " Company, he was in turn Battalion
Weapon Training Officer, Transport Officer, and Signal Offi
cer and finally Adjutant of the Battalion from 1934 to 1937.
He was also for a short time A.D.C. to the G.O.C. Madras
District. On return to England he commanded a company
of that Battalion at Shorncliffe and later a company at the
Regimental Depot, Maidstone, till the start of World War II.
Having qualified at the 1939 Staff College Entrance
Examination, he attended No. 2 War Course at Camberley
in January, 1940, on conclusion of which he was immedi
ately given his first Staff appointment as Brigade Major of
30th Infantry Brigade. With this Brigade, Captain Talbot,
as he then was, took part in the defence of Calais where he
was taken prisoner, but escaped soon after and, with two
other officers from that Brigade, eventually managed to
return to England in a small boat, being picked up off Dover
by a Destroyer. A succession of Staff appointments then
followed—Brigade Major 141 Infantry Brigade in 2nd Lon
don Division, G.S.O. 2 (Operations) H.Q. 1 Corps, and
G.S.O. 2 and later G.S.O. 1 Combined Operations.
Reverting to Major, he joined 5th Battalion The Dorset
shire Regiment as Second in Command in 1944 and pro
ceeded with that Battalion as part of 130 Infantry Brigade
in 43rd (Wessex) Division to Normandy. After this Divi
sion's first major action at Hill 112 near Caen, he was
appointed to command the 7th Battalion The Hampshire
Regiment in the same Brigade and continued with it until
the end of the war. This Battalion took part in most of 43
Division's battles in Normandy. Holland and Germany —
the breakout, the advance to the Seine, the advance from
Brussels to Nijmegen, the Roer operation, the Reichswald,
the Rhine Crossing and the final advance to Bremen and
Bremerhaven. During this period Lt.Col. Talbot also
commanded his own Brigade, 130, several times for short
periods both in and out of action, and on one occasion 129
Brigade in the same Division.
Shortly after " VE " Day, Lt.Col. Talbot was switched
to the command of the 2nd Battalion The Queen's Own.
then at Canterbury busy preparing to go to the Far East for
the Japanese war as part of the "Light" 61st Division.
However, when that war ended the Battalion was posted to
Germany to join 5 Division. Tn 1946 Lt.Col. Talbot
attended the Royal Naval Staff College at Greenwich and
then, in 1947, the first course of the newly constituted Joint
Services Staff College, having handed over the 2nd Battalion
to Lt.Col. Western. An appointment as G.S.O. 1 (Training)
at G.H.Q. FARELF, Singapore, followed and a year later,
1948, he went to New Zealand to start off with a R.N. and
R.A.F. colleague, the U.K. Service Liaison Staff in
Wellington.
In 1951 Colonel Talbot returned to England on posting
to the War Office as Colonel AG Coordination. After two
years he flew out to Malaya to take over 18 Independent

Infantry Brigade, which was responsible for operations
against the Communist Terrorists in Pahang and Trengganu.
This Brigade, which consisted basically of one British
Infantry Battalion, initially 1st Battalion Queen's Own, and
one KAR and two Malay Battalions, was consistently suc
cessful, most of the area being declared " white " early in
1955. By this time, however, Brigadier Talbot had been
transferred to command 99 Gurkha Infantry Brigade,
operating in South Johore. At the end of the year he re
turned to England to attend the 1956 Imperial Defence Col
lege Course.
In January, 1957, Brigadier Talbot was posted to H.Q.
B.A.O.R. as BGS (Staff Duties), returning to England again
a year and a half later when he took over his present
appointment as G.O.C. East Anglian District and 54th (East
Anglian) Division on 7th June, 1958, with Headquarters in
Colchester.
General Talbot was Mentioned in Despatches in 1940,
awarded the M.C. in 1944, and the D.S.O. in 1945. He was
created C.B.E. for his services in Malaya in 1955.
MajorGeneral Talbot is the only son of the late W. B.
Talbot, Esq., and Mrs. Talbot. His parents lived for many
years near Tonbridge and latterly in St. John, Jersey.
General Talbot was educated at Yardley Court Preparatory
School, Tonbridge, and later at Tonbridge School, before
going to the Royal Military College, Sandhurst. He has him
self lived in Kent in the Tonbridge area, where he owns a
house, off and on since 1916. He is a member of the Ton
bridge Branch of the Regimental Past & Present Associa
tion and of the Association of Men of Kent and Kentish
Men. He married in 1939 Barbara Anne Pyper, daughter
of the Rector of Pluckley, Kent, and they have four children,
three boys and a girl. Their eldest son, now 18, has just left
Tonbridge School and hopes to go to Sandhurst and then
obtain a commission in the Regiment, while their second son
is at Dover College.
4

Social and Personal
Despite ail the comings and goings

connected with

the homecoming of the 1st Battalion, the numbers of the
entries in "The Book" are extremely limited. Before,
however, getting down to the names of our visitors — a
salute to "General Bill" on his departure to take up his
very onerous duties under the Southern Cross, we wish His
Excellency, Lady Oliver and his daughter a very happy
time in Australia.
It will give us much pleasure to hoist the Regimental
Burgee at Headquarters in honour of "General Dennis",
who will now take up the burden of Regimental affairs.
To the 1st Bn. we say "Welcome back to Blighty".
Unfortunately this is the last occasion on which we can
offer that greeting to you as the 1st Bn. The Queen's Own
Royal West Kent Regiment, but you may be sure that
when the occasion again arises, you will be as welcome
under any other title. May you all have a happy furlough
—a well earned furlough—before you return to Shorncliffe,
and duty.
Incidental to the above, I wonder does some of our
old soldiers of half a century or so ago, remember the
parade on the barrack square when the "Time Ex' paraded
with their kit bags preparatory to getting on the boat for
Blighty—the cheers from their comrades remaining abroad,
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and the command "Rick up your parrots and monkeys",
"Form Fours", "Quick March", to the strains of "Rolling
Home". Great Days—Great Fellows (am I getting senile
and sentimental? In any case, wondering if I can get past
the Customs at Southampton with declarable loot is no
longer any of my worries).
i
Now to the Book
Heading the list we have (again) Major S. R. O'R
Shearburn. This time it was a final visit before he left to
join H.Q. No. 2 Inf. Div.
Then follows: Mr. J. R. Govan, ex 1 R.W.K., on ter
mination of his N.S:" commitment. We hope to see him
often as he lives in Tunbridge Wells.
Mr. J. Wickham, one time W.O. Instr. at the Depot,
who is now a very civil servant doing duty with the Ministry
of Labour War Pensioners Welfare Service at Hawkenbury.
Major Bertie Pond, from The Kent County Council
Archives Department—He is a member of the bowler and
umbrella brigade.
Lt.Col. C. A. Collard, who is on leave from Zomba.
He is a neighbour of Lt.Col. Kip Keenlyside, both in
volved in the administration of Nyasaland. We wish him
a happy holiday.
Major R. G. Winstanley from le Ecole de Guerre at
Brussels. (I trust he has not acquired any Napoleonic ideas
from his environment there). One never knows what brain
washing goes on over the Chanhel! His future address is
1 R.W.K.
Stanley J. Kretschmer (I hope I've got that one right),
a member of the Milita'fy Historical Society interested in
old time uniforms. I hope we were able to assist him in
his studies. (Reminds me, I will soon have to get a new
suit).
So much for the book.
Shades of our grandfathers—I wonder what the 7th
Light Dragoons, who occupied these barracks almost 2
centuries ago would have thought if they could have wit
nessed '"Timber" Marchant operating a tape recorder in
the old ante room.
I'm not allowed to say what he recorded, all I can
say is that (never having seen or heard a Tape Recorder in
action before) he was in U.S.A. parlance "real cute at it".
One of our exstooges, Cpl. Rose—now Colour Ser
geant Rose, came in to say "how d'ye do", and to show
that he has no ill feelings against us despite the life we led
him muckin' about with the addressing machine. We
offered him our condolences" onthe decease of his Alsatian
"Prince", who got K.O.'d in a ten round contest with a
badger. (From a personal point of view, that dog's molars
worried me when he sniffed around the office).
I apologise to Mr. I>. Holzmeyer through this column
for the spelling on his addfess label, which has now been
rectified. 
. Major Derek Scull writes to say he expects to leave
Hong Kong at the end of the year, and will then be rejoin
ing the Bn. at Shorncliffe.
In enclosing his Q.O.G. subscription, Mr. Howard
Cole—an old member of the Regiment—writes: "Although
I have yet to read about anybody I remember, I still enjoy
the memories the Gazette recall".
TAIL PIECE—('The crupper' to the mounted troops):
How the heck will you remember without your Regimental
Diary?

Order yours now! We have some smart car badges
too; for the information of the ladies they make excellent
Birthday and Christmas gifts for their laddies.
T.P.M.
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PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS
Extract's from London Gazette

Army Emergency Reserve of Officers
National Service List
2/Lt. D. B. Evers (455821) to be Lt., 27th September,
1959.

Territorial Army Reserve of Officers
Maj. K. C. Meyrick, T.D. (105009) from Active List,
to be Maj., 31st August 1959, retaining his present seniority.
BIRTHS
SCULL,— On 18th September, 1959, at the British Military
Hospital, Hong Kong, to Joan (nde Taylor), wife of
Major D. S. Scull, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment, R.A.F. Station Kai Tak, B.F.P.O. 1, a son.
DODSQN—On October 12th, at Helena Wing,,B.M.H.
Shorncliffe, to Sue (nee Palmer), wife of Captain
Kenneth Dodson, Royal West Kent Regiment, a son
(Mark Palmer).
FORTHCOMING MARRIAGE
DUNLOP—MACLAURIN,—The engagement is announced
between Alastair, son of Mr. and Mrs. R. W. B. Dunlop,
of The Hatch, Godden Green, near Sevenoaks, Kent,
and Catriona, elder daughter of Mrs. D. V. D. Mac
Laurin, of 25, Northumberland Street, Edinburgh, and
of the late LieutenantColonel H. N. MacLaurin,
Skinner's Horse.
DEATHS
SELL,— The death took place at Hampstead, N.W.I, on
9th August, 1959, of Alfred Sell, late No. 5640, The
Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
SOLLY,— Death in hospital, Stockwell, September, 1959.
of No. 6190784 Pte. Arthur Solly. He enlisted in The
Middlesex Regiment on 6th May, 1915, and was trans
ferred to The Queen's Own on 29th July, 1922.
He was awarded the Military Medal for services in
the field in the 191418 War, and in addition to the
British War and Victory Medals he also had The King's
Silver Jubilee Medal, 1935.
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Dear Mr. Editor,

H1TCHINS.— Lt.Col. Charles Faunce Hitchins was edu
cated at Dulwich and in his youth was apprenticed to
the firm of Maudsley & Sons and Field Ltd., at Lam
beth. Some time after this he was appointed to a job
in Australia.

He was appointed to a Commission in

The Queen's Own — 2nd Lieutenant, 2 Vol. Battalion,
Blackheath, 29th November, 1890; Lieutenant, 29th
October, 1892; Captain, 26th October, 1898. It is under
stood that he served in Malta with our Militia Battalion.
He was promoted Captain in the Militia, 7th January,
1903 (and to Special Reserve 9th August, 1908).
T/Major, 27th December, 1915, he was appointed to
command 2/5th Loyal North Lanes in U.K., 5th July,
1916 and went with them in command to France, 8th
February, 1917 and remained until the end of the war.
D.S.O., 1918, Bt. LieutenantColonel, 3rd June, 1919.
He relinquished his commission and granted the
rank of LieutenantColonel, 18th January, 1922.

On behalf of the Past and Present Association I should
be grateful if you could find a space in The Buster for the
following small tribute to our Colonel.
The Association, in conjunction with the Regiment as
a whole, owes a deep debt of gratitude to "General Bill"
for his unswerving support, guidance and help, given un
stintingly at all times to each and every one who needed
it, and, in spite of his many onerous and difficult duties,
his constant attendance at all. Association Social meetings
and activities often made under extreme difficulties and at
the expense of his well earned leisure.
For all these and many other things we have to thank
him, and in doing so, we wish him, Lady Oliver and his
daughter, a very happy time in Australia, where, 1 am sure,
he will, prove to be as popular and as great a success as
he always has been in his many varied appointments here
and elsewhere.
J will not end this tribute by saying "Good Bye", but

He was for a number of years with Armstrong
Whitworth in Newcastle and was concerned with build
ing ships, and I believe, among others, the " King
George V." He became a partner in Hitchins, Jervis
and Partner — consulting engineers and was actively
engaged with them as Chairman, and was Director of
six other Companies up to the time when he had to
stop work about two years ago.

by the much more appropriate salute "Au Revoir".
We will follow your career "General Bill." with sym
pathy and interest, and look forward to a future occasion
when you will again be present with us at a social function.
In saying "Au Revoir" to you, wc welcome as your
successor "General Dennis" whom we all know will be, like
you, a huge success.
ANN ONYMOUS.

(The above may not be a complete survey of his
services in the Army as full records are not available.

On February 16th, 1883, a son was born to a Mr. and
Mrs. Hare, and a very fine

— Editor).

son too.

When he was old

enough he had but one thought in life, to be a soldier.
HOUGH.—Captain Gerald de Lisle Hough died on Tues
day at the age of 65.
The son of A. L. Hough he was born on May

So the year 1899 came. This son had his opportunity
and he signed on the dotted line, becoming Pte. Hare 5997,
of the 3rd Bn. Q.O.R.W.K. All preliminaries completed,

14th, 1894, and educated at Winchester, where he was
captain of cricket and Association Football. He played
for Kent C.C.C. before the First World War (in which

in January of that year he sailed for Malta; after two years
service with the 3rd Bn. he was posted back to the Depot.

he served with the Royal West Kent Regiment) and
for three years afterwards, captaining the side for a

before a tour overseas began. But this time it was lo be

short while. He was a housemaster at Bradfield College
from 1920 to 1930 and then became manager of Kent,
later combining the post with that of secretary.

In

1950 he retired because of illhealth.
He was an aggressive batsman and a useful right
hand, slow medium bowler.
his first

ball in firstclass

He took a wicket with

cricket in a Kent v. Essex

game in which he also scored 77.

4

——

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Sir,
Will you thank all who gave us such an enjoyable
evening at the Get Together. Also a special Thank You
from London Branch members who stayed overnight.
All the best for the future.

But that's no place for old soldiers, and it was not long
farther afield, as 2 years in Ceylon, then to China for 2
years. But once again a change in stations was due, and
began a move nearer to Blighty Shores which was in that
dear old island of Singapore. After a couple of years had
rolled by, itchy feet became the complaint, and the move
was to India in the year 1908, which lasted until the dark
clouds rolled towards England in the year 1914.
Things began to stir, and Mr. Bunny Hare found his
next tour of duty on the Western Front and Mesopotamia,
after which service adding colour to his tunic in the way
of being awarded an M.S.M. for deeds carried out in the
year 1916. After war service he served with the army of
occupation from 1919 to 1921 as R.Q.M.S. of the 2nd Bn.
After 22 years service Mr. Bunny Hare has yet one am
bition in life at the age of 76 years, but one thing makes
it seem far away; he is in very poor health. But to us a
simple request—to visit Maidstone Depot for old times
sake. So maybe someone will look out one day and see
this old soldier looking proudly at his old home of many
years ago.
Returning

and

drawing his

Army

pension

for

years: an outstanding record for any old soldier.

Yours sincerely,
T. BRIDDOCK.
Hon. Sec. London Branch.

A Welfare Officer's report of this Old Soldier.
TIMBER MARCHANT.
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BATTALION
HE first important
T
event for the Bat
talion in September was,

of course, Sevastopol
Day. This is described
in detail elsewhere in
these notes and it only
remains to say that the
arrangements were well
up to standard. A tre
mendous amount of
work was put in by a
large number of people
and . there was a big
attendance at all the
events.
The Battalion's ac
tivities during Sevasto
pol week received wide
publicity and an excel
lent half hour's pro
gramme was broadcast
by the Forces Broad
casting Service Cyprus.
This programme included recordings of our farewell
parade on 12th September for the Director of Operations,
MajorGeneral K. T. Darling, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O. In his
first talk to the Battalion on parade General Darling referred
to the high reputation which the Battalion had gained in the
Island and wished good luck to all ranks on their return
home. We understand that a telerecording of part of the
parade was shown by Independent Television News. Major
Blake informs us that the march past was excellent — and
he should be able to judge even if he can hardly be called
an " independent" observer.
A further farewell parade was held on 17th September
for Brigadier D. W. Lister, C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C., Com
mander 50th Infantry Brigade Group. He also congratu
lated the Battalion on its record in Cyprus and on its high
morale during its last few months in the Island.
18th September finally arrived and with it our move
out of CBS Camp to the Transit Camp at Wayne's Keep,
where we had a very friendly and helpful reception. On
the following day, C.B.S. Camp was struck and the accumu
lation of two years occupation lay open to view in all its
chaos. However, very willing hands were soon at work
sorting everything into its appropriate dump.
Next month's notes will of necessity be brief. Immedi
ately on arrival at Southampton on 10th October all ranks
go on at least 28 days leave before rejoining at Moore Bar
racks, Shorncliffe, to unpack again and to get organised for
our future role.

jp

«fi

WW

"A" COMPANY
Company H.Q.
This month, after returning from a very relaxing week
at Six Mile Beach, Kyrenia, where H.Q., between swimming
and sunbathing, found time to help with fatigues and guards,
the whole Company was plunged in to the maelstrom of the
Company Administrative Inspection. With only a few days
in which to prepare, the Company worked really hard, and
the results were, so we have been told, very good.
Following on the heels of the "Admin.," came the
preparations for our move to Waynes Keep Transit Camp.
This seems to be, in everybody's eyes, organised chaos, but
even so, nobody minds very much, as it is a step nearer our
eventual move to England. Needless to say, this thought is
now uppermost in everybody's mind.
This month Sevastopol Day was celebrated with the
usual festivities. Everybody had a marvellous time, the
stalls were really " on the ball" so to speak. During the
evening the band made an appearance in " Idiots " uniform.
This type of dress on this occasion was most suitable. It
was a " sight for sore eyes " to see them playing dressed in
long woollen underwear, towels, P.T. shorts, leopard skins,
etc.
Following Sevastopol Day, the battalion held a fare
well parade for General Darling. This was a great success,
and there is talk of this battalion Trooping the Colour next
year! Joking apart, the standard of drill was very high
and seemed to please everybody including our R.S.M.
Demob Happy.

1 Platoon
The month started off well with a week at Kyrenia.
Everybody managed to get a lovely suntan, and we all had
a very good time.
Everyone in the Platoon had a go at being lifeguard,
but I think they were all praying that nobody would have
to be saved; well, at least we looked the part anyway.
When we returned from Kyrenia, we had to rush
around to get ready for the Company Admin., but somehow
on the day everything was ready, and 1 Platoon's turnout
was above reproach, even though " Paddy " Corbett nearly
choked when the Adjutant asked him if all the kit in his kit
bag was clean and marked.
Well, at last the Admin, was finished with and we all
started to pack.
On the 8th, which was Sevastopol Day, the Platoon had
a very good stall at the fun fair. Mick (Capp) Quilter was
trying to make everybody part with their hardearned
money, and I think he succeeded, because there was a good
profit at the end of the evening.
The big event of the month was the farewell parade to
General Darling. We had very little practice, but on the
day there wasn't one mistake, and judging by the spec

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

245

Here's one pack it's a pleasure to carry—
Kreemys, the new Sharp's toffees in the
handy pack. Buy a packet of scarlet
and gold wrapped Kreemys today
—they're delicious!

EDWARD

SHARP

&

SONS

LTD.,

The

Toffee

Specialists,

MAIDSTONE,

KENT
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tators' comments, it was very good.

It sounded even better

the next day on the local Forces Broadcasting Station, and
probably looked even better on I.T.V., two or three days
later.
At the moment there is feverish activity in the lines, as
we finish
off our packing for the move to Waynes Keep
Transit Camp from where we go to Limassol on the 29th,
to embark on " H.T. Devonshire " for home.
The Hardies.

days in Cyprus. For the vast majority it will be their first
visit to the Keep, but we have one or two people who are
qualified to show us around.
When next month's notes are due most of the Company
will have returned from their leave and we hope our regular
scribe is available to recount our more printable deeds and
tell us how he found the Emerald Isle.
7 Platoon
Since last month the old platoon has had some drastic
changes; we've lost four of our gallant number on demob.:

3 Platoon
The platoon began the month with a stay at Six Mile
Beach, Kyrenia, where we provided the Beach Guard and
picquet during what was agreed by all to be a very enjoy
able stay. The end, however, came as a rude shock to most
as, after a week of lying on the beach, we had to demolish
the complete camp including the N.A.A.F.I. As usual the
platoon lost a toss with 1 Platoon and stayed until the bitter
end.
Once back in CBS Camp, we found no rest, as the Com
pany Admin, was on the following Friday and both kit and
drill had to be brought up to the required standard. On the
day everything went off pretty well and in the afternoon,
we did a Company Exercise. For this we needed as near a
full strength platoon as possible, and so 2 Platoon was split
up, and now we have the doubtful honour of having about
ten new members in the platoon.
The next week was spent rehearsing for the farewell
parade to be given by the Battalion to General Darling. On
the Tuesday of that week, we celebrated Sevastopol Day
and the platoon's effort of a catapult range at the evening
fair was well supported and proved worthwhile.
The parade on the Friday was broadcast and televised;
members of the platoon played their part, but were glad
when it was all finished.
At the time of writing we are preparing for yet another
farewell parade, this time for our Brigadier.
The Alikeefic's.

" C " COMPANY
Company H.Q.
The last remnants of the Company Office are at this
minute being screwed down in their box. Why is it that the
writing of these notes always seems to fall at an awkward
time ? Pte. Pete Brooker was not slow to rid himself of

L/Cpl. Davies, Ptes. Grumpy Stevenson, Chalky White, and
Midge Taylor; we wish them all the best in civvy street and
hope they spare a thought for us some time. Cpl. Tom
Woollard has also got home with his wife, but will be re
joining us again in England.
Cpl. Humphries has joined us from D Company, Ptes.
Tugwell and Wraight have come back after two years with
the Island Tracker dog teams, and Ptes. Mellor, Sands and
Banks have come to the platoon from Bde. H.Q. Now that
9 Platoon has gone into suspended animation, Ptes. Blake,
Smith, Reddick, Adams and Jarvis 60 have been posted to
us as well. We welcome all of them and hope they'll enjoy
their stay with " Lucky Seven."
At the beginning of the month we had a wonderful
week down at Six Mile Beach, Kyrenia. We went there as
the Life Guard Company and the lads enjoyed the break
from Regimental duties.

And even Ernie Pullin learnt a

couple of strokes.
The C.O's. Admin. Inspection also came last month;
the platoon did very well indeed.

Pte. Vic West was heard

to moan a bit about pressing all his kit but that's Vic.
Tomorrow we move to Waynes Keep for 10 days before
sailing home. The packing has been quite a job but the
platoon seem to have managed very well.
Lucky Seven.
8 Platoon
After a wonderful holiday at Six Mile Beach where we
provided the beach picquet on alternate days — the others
being spent doing fatigues, swimming and sunbathing, we
returned to CBC Camp with our minds full of the forth
coming

C.O's.

Admin.

Inspection,

scheduled

for

2nd

September.
By this time 9 Platoon had become no more and we

the typewriter, his master for the past nine months. It was
one of the first items packed. Our sympathies are with the
person who has to unpack our three boxes as there are so

were lucky enough to get the best half in the form of stal

many screws, nails and steel bands around them that
Dracula himself would be captive.
There have been three main events since our return
from Six Mile Beach Guard at Kyrenia. A Company Admin.
Inspection by the C.O., Sevastopol Day, and a farewell

FOREMOST FOR FORD

parade for the D of Ops. On all these occasions Company
H.Q. was well represented, too well represented, I can hear
some people including myself saying, when thinking of the
parade and the eight rehearsals in the six days preceding it.
How the C.S.M. came to be in the Sevastopol Day
Veterans race remains a mystery, but the fact that he didn't
win when the prize was a crate of iced beer (according to
the programme) is even stranger still, although, it must be
admitted that the Bandmaster was no mean opponent.
This time tomorrow, the Company will be safely estab
lished in Waynes Keep, where we are to spend our last few

warts Cpl. Lowe, L/Cpl. Hutton, Ptes. Foreman, Maynard,

BROTHERS LTD

MAIDSTONE

ASHFORD ROAD — TEL. 2239 (5 lines)

KENT'S FIRST

MAIN DEALERS
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Spice, Tullett and White. They were received with open
arms and proved their worth in an excellent preparation for
the Inspection under their proficient Corporals.
The time raced by after Six Mile Beach and with count
less inspections, checks, and a particularly sticky patch at
the weekend, we reached the day of the Admin., having al
ready been given our wings and the tag of 60000//8.

Up

early and then into the backfield for the Inspection and
parade which was not nearly as bad as we all expected.
Later in the morning we laid out a number of items of kit
and then underwent the usual anxious moments that precede
the actual arrival. Again it was not at all bad and we all
hoped that the afternoon would not hold too many fiendish
enemy and strict umpires. Fortunately it held neither and
we got home (back to camp) just before last light after a

Brigadier and then on Friday we leave for Waynes Keep.
Everybody looks forward to ten days of destruction as we
raze CBS to the ground and then depart for the Devonshire
an hour or two before Harry Secombe arrives on the Island !
Shame.
Next time we go to press we shall just be starting the
one month's (minimum) holiday and then on arrival at
Shorncliffe in mid November, we shall be able to resume
with some of the holiday happenings, and the welcoming
of the many promised new faces.
We all wish L/Cpl.
O'Connor and Pte. Banks our best wishes on their arrival
in the Platoon and hope they find plenty of time to visit the
dogs on arrival in U.K.

" D " COMPANY

most tiring and encouraging day's test.

The longthreatened Administrative inspection is over

Next morning we were up (for the most part) at about
0400 hours, and sitting on Ammo trucks for the rest of the
morning.
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Later we started the practices for the farewell

parade to the D of Ops, and in between these, there were

at last, and the Company lines are disintegrating fast, as
duckboards, furniture and concrete slabs are taken away.
Sevastopal Day was celebrated by the Company in great
style, 11 Platoon producing a pig which had to be caught

rushed preparations for our Sevastopol Stall. Both are now
behind us and the former was a terrific success while the

and put in a sack.

latter did not go at all badly after the failure of the intended
mounts to start in the Devonshire Handicap for Cock
roaches. During this week of activities our Platoon Com
mander chose to leave us for the sanctity of B.M.H.,
Dhekelia, where he rested for five days. He puts his rapid

fiddle

recovery down to the effectiveness of the M.O.'s. patent
white pills.
Gradually the camp is falling to pieces about us and
soon it will be no more.

Just the farewell parade for the

Even the N.A.A.F.l. girls had a go at

this, which attracted great crowds to the stall.

Bradshaw.
The only other event of the month was the farewell
parade for the Director of Operations which went extremely
well, considering the short time available for rehearsal.
Everyone is now counting the days to go on the Island,
and the C.S.M. is telling us about the thousands he is going
to win on the pools when he gets home; we expect to see
at least a Rolls Royce. C/Sgt. Vine is flying around pack

HALLMARK
Mobile Cooled Bottled Shelves
The units are completely selfcontained, and provide the
benefits of controlled temperature of bottled beers in
houses where, for any reason, permanent builtin refrigerated
shelves are not

provided. Instances include small

bars,

buildings of historic interest, and tied houses — in which
latter case they remain tenants' property. In assembly rooms
and restaurants, these mobile shelves may be transported to
whichever dining rooms or suites happen to be in use, and
require only to be plugged in to the nearest power point.
The Hallmark condensing unit is contained in the ventilated
base, and the complete unit is mounted on rubbertyred
castor wheels.

HALLMARK

REFRIGERATION
LIMITED

By some odd

the pig was won by the organiser of the stall, Pte.

DARTFORD

KENT

Telephone: Dartford 3456
AP27I
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ihg his boxes; he won't let us into the secret of how many
cigarettes are packed in the hayboxes. Johnson, our Com
pany chippie, is busier than ever, nailing up and painting
boxes with red and white patches according to choice.
10 Platoon
The month has been a long one; day by day different
items have been stacked, loaded, back loaded, guarded and
dispersed.
The daily round of camp duties has continued, relieved
here and there by bright spots besides N.A.A.F.I. breaks.
The first was Sevastopol Day; the Platoon ran a stall for
the game of beer tin golf. L/Cpl. Nesbitt was almost
entirely responsible for building and running this stall; he is
to be congratulated.
Now he is using a pneumatic drill round the camp; he
appears to shake in the evenings — not from cold.
Otherwise there was the farewell parade for the
Director of Operations which was more fully attended than
the stall preparations — perhaps the Platoon at last likes
drill.
We beat 11 Platoon at a friendly game of football amid
clouds of dust. Later on, the weakened members of the
Platoon, including Cpl. Rickwood and Mr. Barnes, spent a
quiet Sunday on Athalassa Range amid the whurlies.
Humm has spent the month at Dhekelia Military Hos
pital with P.U.O. (ask your friends) and should reappear in
the Platoon lines any day now.
Vicious rain beat down a couple of days ago, and those
who had filled in their monsoon ditches were soon flooded
out.
Soon the sun and dust will be memories we will remem
ber quietly under the English clouds, where Andy Capp
(according to the cartoons over our kit bags) holds sway.

11 Platoon

We started the month with an Admin. Inspection, and
we all know what that means. However, I think we can
justly say that we cleared this rather unpleasant hurdle with
flying colours. After the Advance to Contact Exercises the
C.O. congratulated Sgt. Dawson and the Platoon, and was
especially pleased with the " grip " shown by Section Comds.
Well done, 11. Mr. Whitty was promoted to Company Com
mander for this partbattle.
For the next 10 days we filled in the time between
breakfast and lunch doing fatigues, odd jobs and ammu
nition guards, and everyone was getting pretty browned off
when the Platoon was suddenly given a " break." At quite
short notice we wefe rushed off to join "A" Company, 1st
R.W.F., who live in: a hotel at Lapithos. We were there
for four days helping them trying to spot arms smugglers
landing on the North Coast of Cyprus. OP's were set up all
along the coast every night, and we provided these OP's on
two nights. Quite like old times, being on stag again with
a rifle.
Then came Sevastopol Day — for our stall we pur
chased a piglet and the idea was to grease its ears, tails and
legs, put it in an arena and give anyone 30 seconds to catch
it. Unfortunately it LOVED being picked up, so we
changed our tactics, and the prize went to those who could
lift it up without it squealing. Pte. Bradshaw was an excel
lent stallholder, and also won the raffle for the piglet at the
end.
In the sporting line, congratulations to Perrett for
swimming very well for the Battalion, and for winning the
50 Brigade Individual 100 yards free style. The Platoon
played 10 Platoon at football one scorching afternoon last

month, and in spite of dazzling displays by Mr. Whitty and
Sgt. Twinkletoes Dawson, we were well beaten 8—5.

SUPPORT COMPANY
Company H.Q.
Company H.Q. this month have been extremely busy,
although come to think of it, we always are.
First there was a little surprise for everyone when we
found that the Company were off on another little exercise,
nobody knew where they were going or how long for. But
anyway, to cut a long story short it turned out to be five days
by the sea, on the south coast of the island, with swimming
every day.
When the Company returned from their holiday, to
everyones' surprise it was our turn for duty Company. Yes,
everyone was nearly choked at the thought of it, but then
what can you expect, this is not civvy street where you take
a week off for getting over holidays.
Well for the next few weeks to come we really had it
rough with fatigues. (The Company does hope that the
R.S.M. has straightened his books out now), yes, they gave
us the lot, and when we say the lot, you can guess what we
mean by the way we are writing.
In between doing the fatigues we were also trying to
get ready for Sevastopol Day, which as everyone knows in
this Regiment is the best day of the year. The food was
absolutely marvellous, and a good day was had by all,
especially at the Potted Sports. Again Support Company
won the Donkey race with Sgt. Coleman riding as jockey.
Between you and I, he must have tickled that poor animal
with his beard, because it went like greased lightning, and
Sgt. "Pop" Coleman is no light weight. Our C.S.M.
" Bunny " won the old soldiers race, but then he had to win
it, because he was getting very dry and needed a drink, the
prize being one crate of iced beer. Before we end writing
about Sevastopol Day we had better include that Company
H.Q. won the interCompany H.Q. race ! Enough said.
After a day of entertainment, good food and everything
which goes to complete a Sevastopol Day, we were sorry to
get back to normal duties on Wednesday, 9th September.
First, to start the day, we had one of many rehearsals for the
Farewell Parade which was on the following Saturday. "We
all think we were as good as any of the Guards."
Saturday came and before we knew it the parade was
over. The G.O.C. MajorGeneral K. T. Darling, C.B.,
C.B.E., D.S.O., thanked the Battalion for their work in
Cyprus.
On the 31st August we said our last farewells to the
5718's, the last N.S. group to complete 20 months on the
Island. With them went Pte. " Hooter " Hayes and the end
of a happy team of Messrs. Hayes & King Stores Ltd. We
wish him all the best in civvy street, and hope to see him
again in civvy street (at least all National Servicemen in
Company H.Q. do).
Bunnie's Boys.

MOR. Platoon
With our preparations for departure, and thoughts of
anticipated arrival at Southampton, we have quite a prob
lem recalling the order of events during the last month.
Since last writing, it seems our trip to Orga comes first
on this list. We arrived before lunch and set up camp on
the outskirts of Orga, this being a small village situated on
the western side of the Island. The purpose intended was
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to give both N.C.O's. and men an insight into the required
standard for the rapidly approaching Admin, exercises.
Nevertheless, we were able to spend a great deal of time
swimming, etc., several enjoyable evenings being spent
"touring" the surrounding villages. It all passed too quickly,
and before we knew it, we were back at CBS camp, pre
paring for three days at Goshi range.
Our first two attempts at "Advance to contact" were
carried out fairly well, and we were given the afternoon to
do as we wished. The entire platoon made a trip to Dhekelia
and relaxed on the beach. That evening we carried out a
night shoot This was a new experience for all concerned,
and a great deal of interest was taken.
Once again in CBS we found everyone preparing for
the Admin. Being duty company everyone was kept fairly
busy, still finding time, however, to keep Cpl. Watson
(C.O.S.) under a constant barrage of "guard, cookhouse,
guard " complaints.
These last two weeks have been mainly confined to
packing and painting, with the occasional drill parade in
preparation for the General's farewell parade.
Everyone is looking forward to their leave in England,
and with only a few weeks in Cyprus, everyone is feeling
very happy.
Before finishing we would like to say good luck to "Mr.
Brown and Mr. Guidice " who left us recently for demob.
The Pipers.

MMG Platoon
We begin with a short but welcome duty at Six Mile
Beach, except for four madmen (let them remain anony
mous) who, presumably affected by the heat of the sun,
rushed around climbing mountains. Everyone enjoyed the
five days relaxation from duty company.
Under the fierce sun we all became very brown, but on
arriving back at CBS we were browned off even more by
finding ourselves duty company.
Attention was drawn to the proximity of the Admin,
inspection, and housewives were dug up, needles sharpened.
The platoon busied themselves adding new sets of numbers
to those already printed on clothing from previous admins.
After a successful exercise with "D" Company we were
engaged on a short exercise at Famagusta; again it was good
to be out of camp, but alas not for long enough. Back to
duty company and preparations for the admin.
Here we must bid farewell to our esteemed 5718's,
Terry Longhurst and " Blonde " Beard, who have thinned
out our ranks with their return to civvy street.
At last we managed to fit in our farewell party which
was thoroughly enjoyed by one and all, it was a great suc
cess and our platoon commander deserves full credit for the
organising that he put in to it.
We now come to Sevastopol Day which as usual was
an enjoyable day. The morning saw a daring venture by
Chris Elkington ably assisted by Ricky Sutton and Ian Bone,
to capture a camel ALIVE. The truth was that it was needed
for the Sevastopol Fair. Everyone was in agreement over
the hiring of a camel except for the animal itself, and at the
thought of the indignity of riding in a three tonner went
berserk and dragged the owner through the streets of
Morphou. A tactical withdrawal was called for, and Chris,
plus survivors, sped back to Nicosia as if the friends of hell
were after them, arriving back breathless and shaken, but
in time for tiffin.
.The Champs.
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A/Tank Platoon
We start this months' notes with the news that we are
now just about the smallest platoon in the Battalion. Besides
having L/Cpls. Henham and McConnel due to get de
mobbed any day now, we also have lost Pte. " Noby "
Pucknell.
We have not done a lot of work with the guns just
lately except cleaning them before handing tliem in, before
the Battalion moves to Waynes Keep.
Mr. Pearce, Cpl. Vale and L/Cpl. Eason have just done
a short Cadre on the 106 m.m. R.C.L. with 2 Para.
The Platoon did its usual bit towards Sevastopol Day.
This year we rigged up a gambling stall. Of course, every
one said it was a fiddle, but we keep quiet about that. At
least we did not have any of the PRI money.
Of course, we must mention that we will soon be in
England again and the Platoon will get its well deserved
leave. No doubt we will see a lot of new faces in the Pla
toon when we return from leave. Not forgetting, of course,
that Cpl. Vale will be a married man when he comes back
from leave; we all wish him the best of luck.
The Tanks.

" H.Q." COMPANY
Company H.Q.
At the time of writing these notes we have but five days
left in CBC camp and there is much activity making out
leave returns, package notes and getting ready in general for
our move to U.K.
The Company Commander and the C.S.M. have had a
busy month, for besides making arrangements for the Com
pany Admin., they have finally settled matters for the trans
portation of their cars to U.K. It is hoped that their beloved
vehicles reach home without showing any signs of their
long sea trip.
The Company Admin. Parade went off very well and
it was decided that the week of rehearsals was worth it in
the end. The inspection of clothing and kit also went off
according to plan, the C/Sgt. having spent a lot of time
issuing everyone with " Deficiencies and Exchanges." The
Company Office Clerks however, missed this inspection as
they had gone off to sea to spend four days aboard H.M.S.
Undine, which was on patrol around the Cyprus coast.
Although one morning was spent cleaning Bofors guns and
cleaning brass handrails, an enjoyable and lazy four days
were spent sailing around Cyprus.

TYPEWRITERS
and
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RAWLINGS (KENT) LTQ.
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Inspection by MajorGeneral K. T. Darling, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., Director of Operations.

The

Sevastopol Day—Company Headquarters Race.
typists—Pte. Brock. L/Cpl. Th onias, Pte. Brookcr, Pte. Hammond.

COLONEL OF THE REGIMENT
15.10.59

MajorGeneral D. E. B. Talbot, C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C.

COLONEL OF THE REGIMENT
17.1.49

to

14.10.59

LieutenantGeneral Sir William Oliver, K.C.B., O.B.E., D.L.

L/Cpl
On the donkeys!

Thornton, Pte. Harrington, Pte. Brooker.
Sgt. Coleman, L/Cpl. Abbott, Pte. Eagles. Pie. Kilsby.

Pie. Kilsby. Pte. Eagles, L/Cpl. Dawson, Cpl. Alderson,
Sevastopol Day—Sgt. Coleman.

Cpl. Lowe. L/Cpl. Bannister, L/Cpl. Nesbitt. Pte. Smith 94.
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The C.S.M. has been rather disappointed with Port
Vale's poor start to the season but perhaps when he arrives
back in U.K. his support will help them to rise up the table.
He has also been busy refereeing football matches and when
he has a query about a match he gets on the phone to a
certain gentleman named " Jerry" who always seems to
know what's going on in the Cyprus football world.
Everyone enjoyed themselves on Sevastopol Day, es
pecially L/Cpl. " Johnny " Wells, the Post Corporal, who
won £2 and " excused all duties on the boat home," in the
lucky programme draw. H.Q. Company was not very suc
cessful in the InterCompany H.Q. race which was held on
the backfield in the morning, as we finished next to last out
of a field of six, but no doubt everyone had a laugh at our
expense, especially when the C.S.M., trying to open a can
of beer which had to be drunk by the Company Com
mander, showered himself from head to feet.
The Company Commander and the C.S.M. both played
an important part in the farewell parade to the Director of
Operations, MajorGeneral K. T. Darling, C.B., C.B.E.,
D.S.O. The C.S.M. was in the Colour Party and was men
tioned in the recording of the Parade on the Forces Broad
casting Station's programme. Pte. "Lightning" Thome,
with his expensive camera, which is the envy of the whole
Company, acted as photographer at this event, and it is
hoped that he managed to get some good photographs.
Consummatum Est.

MkT. Section

rj

At long last, the time has come when the Honourable
Scribe can scribble the last Q.O.G. notes on the island.
These final weeks have seen the M.T. Section with a
very full programme which, to the relief of everyone, is
nearly over. The Admin. Parade and inspection is behind us.
After a few days of hard " Bull" and a few drill rehearsals,
we were able to show a very high standard of turnout and
bearing.
From the personal type of Admin., we started preparing
our vehicles for the UMI, prior to the backloading of our
wagons and unwanted stores. As is usual for the UMI,
our drivers have shown their pride by turning up at the
R.E.M.E. Inspectorate team with wagons that could almost
be called immaculate. In this dusty country, that means
quite a lot of work. Last minute minor repairs and adjust
ments were carried out by the unit R.E.M.E. crew. After
the thousands of miles that each truck has covered, it is
quite surprising that they can still get by the Inspectorate
with such high standards as they do, which goes to show
that someone, somewhere has done a lot of hard work.
As fast as the wagons have been serviced and in
spected, the M.T. Sergeant has been either backloading or
issuing them to other units. This job has taken so much
time that Sergeant Ticehurst appears to be a permanent
fixture in the M.T. Office. At least, he is there when we
go to bed and there when we get up. No wonder he goes
around singing " I ain't got no home."
In the last month, we have had only one N.S. draft
leave us. These were the 5718 group. We extend the usual
. farewells, remembering that this time, we are not far
behind.
The M.T. Section made their contributions to the Sevas
topol fair, in the shape of a Train and an Aunt Sally type
stall. The " Train " was built onto a Landrover and equipped
with a tape recording of genuine train noises. Some very
fine work was put into the construction of the train by Cpl.
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Davis, who performed the Guard duty on Sevastopol Day,
L/Cpl. "Tiny" Ticehurst (Driver of the train), and Sgt.
Ticehurst. The praise for their work was shown by the
amount of passengers who used the train. British Railways
must watch carefully, they have competition !
A few weeks ago Sgt. Tyler, our Tech. Sergeant, was
flown home to England, for compassionate reasons. The
whole of the M.T. Section extend their deepest sympathies
to him.
To make a change from the work that has been going
on, the M.T. threw a party. It took a lot of organising but
L/Cpl. " Smudge " Smith deserves high commendation for
the show that was put on by himself and his helpers. After
planning to use the open air cinema for the party, it was a
blow to discover (with only 36 hours before the party) that
we were unable to use it. However, " Smudge " and crew
converted another shed into a " Palais," and a very fine job
was made of it.
The party started well, everyone having a lot of punch
on arrival. After a session of Tombola, the evening was
given to local talent and a guest skiffle group from a neigh
bouring unit.
In spite of some excellent skiffling, some very fine piano
playing by Pte. Blakeley, the star of the evening was un
doubtedly the M.T.O., Major Campbell. His rendering of
his own composition sung to the tune of John Brown's Body,
virtually brought the roof down.
Along with the M.T.O., Capt. Newall and Miss Kay
Long also displayed their talents in a close harmony render
ing of " Lili Marlene."
Everyone who attended agreed that the party was one
of the finest ever around the district and one that would
take a lot of bettering. Take a bow, all those who helped
in the organisation.
The Mekon Fans.

Signal Platoon
Sitting on an upturned battery box and typing on a
machine that is resting precariously on a rickety packing
case doesn't make the typing of this month's notes any
easier, but we'll manage.
It's been a pretty hectic month one way and the other,
and as the day of departure draws nearer, the pressure gets
greater. It's to be assumed that we will be ready in time,
but it doesn't look much like it at the moment.
The annual Tels. inspection occupied us for most of
the first part of the month, and so avoid distractions such
as fatigues and camp duties, the whole platoon moved out
to a camp near the sea, and spent a week scraping, testing,
cleaning, painting (bilious green) all the signal kit. It was
well worth the effort, for all the equipment'was classified
as " Good."
During the same week as the Tels. inspection, H.Q.
Company had its Admin., and to our horror we discovered
that we are part of H.Q. Company and had to parade with
the rest. So, much time was spent on cleaning, pressing and
polishing our personal kit, and on drill parades. Even the
C/Sergeant had to parade and wear boots for this, much to
his disgust. Nevertheless, we acquitted ourselves well,
everybody being satisfied with our bearing and turnout.
Senior Stores henchman, L/Cpl. Marsh, evolved a new
method of avoiding drill parades by impaling his hand on
his neighbour's bayonet, but we don't recommend it.
Thompson, our not so tame lineman, has been in the
news again. He was especially commended on his kit on
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the preAdmin. inspection, but couldn't take advantage of
the reward by going on detachment to Six Mile Beach, as
he was wanted in camp. That'll teach him not to be indispen
sable. Anyway it's dangerous for him to be near the water;
who else would attempt to adjust his snorkel mask while
wearing it . . . underwater!
We noted that the entire Company office staff took a
three days holiday on board the H.M.S. Undine. Someone
(was it Thompson), on hearing that the Company office were
all at sea remarked " They always were."
Sevastopol Day was celebrated in the usual manner, and
both the platoon sideshows were a success, although at one
time it looked as though L/Cpl. Gibbins' stall was going to
run at a loss. The M.T. made a " train " of Landrover
trailers, and sound effects were provided by L/Cpl. Pelling,
assisted by a tape recorder and amplifier.
Cpls. Wallis and Fretter have at last left for Hythe and
their Signal Course, after hovering around and above the
lines for days, wondering if they'd been forgotten.
Packing to go home is the order of the day, every day,
and the stores looks like the mail order department of a
large store. Constant cries for string, wrapping paper and
sticky tape can be heard, and the place is littered with rem
nants of packing material. A carelessly discarded match
could start a blaze bigger than that at Crystal Palace.
Tennarge.

Band
With H.T. Devonshire looming daily closer on the hori
zon, I take up my pen for what will most likely be the last
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Band notes until we return from leave in U.K. Therefore,
apart from things past, we will also peep into the next
couple of weeks, until we leave this island in fact.
The latter half of August was taken up mainly with the
various Company Administration Parades, and together
with the Corps of Drums we were kept quite busy with re
hearsals, etc. We did manage one outside engagement, which
was to play at the Garrison Club, Nicosia; apart from nearly
getting drowned by the children in the swimming pool, the
programme was very well received, and at least the water
helped to keep us reasonably cool.
September always means Sevastopol Day, and Sevasto
pol Day always means plenty of work for the Band. This
year was no exception, and the celebrations started on Sun
day, 6th, with the Drumhead Service. Tuesday the 8th
dawned fine and clear, and the first thing we were called on
for, was to play for the Potted Sports in the morning. We
were quite well represented in the Older Soldiers Race with
five of our members, Mr. Watkins, C/Sgt. " Taffy " Clark,
Sgt. " Tim " Healey, Cpl. " Gino " Newton and L/Cpl.
" Ted" Barrett. None of them stood a chance as the
Bandmaster had far too much start, and being rather large
no one could pass him; although he was only awarded 2nd
prize he insisted that possession of the case of Carlsberg
made him 1st. It was a good laugh and the cans were shared
round so it didn't really matter who won. Our first per
formance in the evening was the ceremonial march round
the camp to We're a Shower" (Our Director); the Band uni
forms had to be seen to be believed and were out of this
world. Bdsm. " Danny " Mobear as a Leopard Man; Cpl.
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specialise in hatsfor every
occasion —faultless hats made
to suit you personally, with
the same distinctive correctness
that is observed in the
making of all regimental
headgear. Also available are
impeccable accessories
including regimental and
club ties. .
38 New Bond St., London W.i.
Mayfair 0784
Weekdays 9 a.m. — 5 p.m.
(Thursdays 6;30 p.m.)
Saturdays 9 a.m. — 1 p.m.
40a London Rd., Camberley.
(Wednesday afternoons only)
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" Benjy " Cloke, very attractive in wig. bra and skirt; Sgt.
" Colin " McGowan as the Chocolatecoloured Coon; Bdsm.
" Lenny " Larkins, straight from the wastes of Siberia, are

well drink for LtCol. Flint who was brought from the Offi
cer's Mess on a mule, into the Sergeant's Mess, still on the
above mentioned mule. After a merry round of farewell

only a few of a galaxy of originality. We closed the Fun
Fair, dressed correctly this time, with Men of Kent A Hun

drinks the C.O. was carried out to the main gate on a chair
suspended by a cable from a breakdown crane.

dred Pipers, Evening Hymn and Last Post, and The National
Anthem.

We take this opportunity to wish our exC.O. every
success in his new appointment in Europe.

We still couldn't relax, because on Saturday, 12th Sep
tember, the Battalion gave a Farewell Parade for the Direc
tor of Operations. Throughout the whole week F.B.S. gave
us full support, covered all events and on Sunday the 13th,
devoted a full halfhour programme to " The Queen's Own "
which was a remarkable achievement and very well put to
gether, linking extracts from the week's activities.
To the future we will still have our shoulders to the
wheel, and on Sunday, 20th, have been asked to play for the
Waynes Keep W.O's. and Sergeant's Mess for a Curry Tiffin.
This will be followed on the Tuesday by half an hour's

We heartily welcomed the new C.O., Lt.Col. Gwilliam,
and it was noted that the few W.O's., C/Sergeants and Ser
geants who had the idea of greeting him well and truly, were
themselves very much under the weather while the C.O.
himself was absorbing with no ill effects.
On the 25th July we held a " Bon Voyage" social for
the advance party, and Sergeant Dawson made quite a name
for himself with his imitation of Winifred Attwell. With
his makeup and his coloured wig, he looked more like
Winnie than she did. With the advance party went Sergeant
Gooch who, by now, is a " married member."

We wish

both his wife and him every happiness in the years to come.
Before he left he said that he wouldn't be like other bride
grooms, he was going to stay up late and listen to the six
o'clock news.
On the 12th September, the Battalion had a parade for
MajorGeneral K. T. Darling, and it was voted quite a suc
cess for, it seems, that all the C/Sergeants had their hair
cut for the occasion. We offer our heartiest congratulations
to O.R.Q.M.S. Marshall, S.Q.M.S. Marsh, Sgt. Chitticks,
and Sgt. Roberts (Doc) on their presentation of their L.S.
and G.C. by the General.
During the evening we held a Farewell Social, and to
ensure that the party got off to a good start, the B/M pre
pared a magnificent bowl of punch with which to welcome
our guests. A really good night was had by all including
the one who asked his guests if they would like a drink and
when they said " Yes " called the waiter over and said " Go
and get seven glasses of punch." We had three bars running
in the mess at the same time. We had the normal bar in
Band and Drums playing during the Inspection.
recording of a Farewell Concert, and a further half hour of
the 14 Piece Dance Band. Both these programmes will be
before an audience, so we hope they will be successful.
The Band should be back in action again from 1st
December, and will be pleased to see any old members who
happen to be in the Shorncliffe area; there will be no com

the mess itself, then outside we had a Cyprus bar run by
Sgt. Vale, dressed in the local costume; his resemblance to
a character named Grivas was really remarkable. Then
there was the most successful bar of all which was " Dirty
Dick's." This was successful due only to the fact that so
much hard work was put in by Sgts. Dawson and Maume
in preparing it.
Right now we are in the throes of moving the Battalion

pulsion to reenlist and " Press Gangs " will not be called

from CBC Camp to Waynes Keep, prior to our move to
Limassol, the Devonshire and England, Home and Customs

out.

Duty.
So, with U.K. and home still uppermost in our minds

We extend our congratulations to Sgt. Close on his pro
motion and wish him a speedy rise up the roll.

we say farewell from Cyprus . . . Hooray !
No Coda this month, but don't forget, never use a

Ref. that cricket match, we lost.

diminished chord in the root position.
Faggott.

Josh.

SERGEANTS' MESS
To attain the standards of note compiling, set by our
previous scribe, is somewhat a severe test, but as they say,
" Nil Carborundum."
This past month has been, in the words of the R.S.M.,
a meaty one in respect of events.

First, there was the fare

Readers are reminded that we can supply copies of
" T h e Q.O.G." to their relatives for the modest sum of
Five Shillings, post free.
Ask your Company Commander to make the neces
sary arrangements.
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Queen's Own Celebrate Sevastopol in Cyprus
From Major W. A. C. Digby, Military Observer
SEVASTOPOL DAY (September 8th) provided
a " Cyprus Swansong " for officers and men of
the Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment,
due to arrive home by sea early in October after
three years overseas.
It was a day of gaiety, commemorating the 104th
Anniversary of the Regiment's glory in the
Crimea.
DAY (8th September) was celebrated in
SEVASTOPOL
Cyprus in traditional manner by Officers and men of

The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment — stationed
in the Middle East for the past three years and now pre
paring for their return home in October.
It was in the Crimean War, more than a century ago
that the 50th and 97th of Foot—forerunners of the "Queen's
Own " — won glory at Sevastopol. Adding another chap
ter to the history of the Regiment and gaining yet another
Battle Honour to be borne proudly on its Colours.
This year's 104th Anniversary commenced with the
customary " Long Reveille," when Band and Drums, led by
Drum Major Windsor Clarke," beat" throughout the tented
lines overlooking Nicosia, calling all ranks to "rise and
shine " for this Regimental Day.

GAIETY AT THE SPORTS
The feature of the morning was the potted sports,
organised in comic vein by Captain P. J. Goodwin, of Hawk
hurst, Kent.
Hilarity and informality were the two vital aspects
which made the " Potted Sports " session go with a swing.
To see a group of donkeymounted soldiers in differing
modes of dress trying to persuade their recalcitrant steeds
from the starting line, through the gate, over a twelveinch
high "fence" and then onto the finishing line, provided a
great deal of amusement for the spectators, who included
Officers, Men and families.
Winner of the main Donkey event, organised jointly by
the "C.B.S." Camp Hunt" and the "Athalassa Donkey
Jockey Club," was bearded Pioneer Sergeant Harry
Coleman, who hails from Westerham Hill, Biggin Hill, Kent.
"These animals are not stupid — usually the riders are
equally as daft," he laughed.
The Old Soldiers race, with its crate of iced beer for
the winner, was certainly riot lacking in competitors. " Old
Soldiers " were classified as those having completed a mini
mum of twelve years service.
For the older soldiers the event was run on a handicap
basis, one yard for every three years service over twelve
years, and one yard for every year of service over eighteen
years.
The worthy winner was Company SergeantMajor Les
Warren from Dartford, who has 26 years service to his
credit.
In the Archery contest, the prize was claimed by Ser

geant Tom Laming, who hails from Abbotts Road, Faver
sham, Kent — the only competitor to score a bull.
The event which attracted most interest was the" Inter
Company race," which was a real test of clerical efficiency
and "swallows."
The Company clerks had to type out hasty notes con
taining instructions which they had to pass to their Colour
Sergeants, who then opened sealed rationpack tins contain
ing oatmeal block biscuits, which they had to pass to the
Company SergeantMajors.
The Company SergeantMajors had the most rigorous
test in the competition, as they had to eat their oatmeal
blocks, and then walk or run, supporting a potato between
their knees and two cans of beer in their hands, to the
Company Commanders.
The Company Commanders did not have an easy task
by any means, as they had to open the cans of beer, drink
one themselves, leaving the Company SergeantMajor to
» drink the other.
Winners of the contest — the team which completed its
beer drinking in the shortest time — was Support Company
team, headed by Captain P. S. Leigh, from Maidstone, and
Company SergeantMajor Warren.
During the morning, many of the children present and
quite a few members of the Regiment, travelled on the
Motor Transport Section's Sevastopol Express — a very well
disguised car which omitted a typically wild Western
whistle as it travelled around the Camp.
Midday saw Regimental SergeantMajor George
Parker, M.B.E., and members of the Sergeant's Mess enter
tained to drinks by the Officers. Later they joined forces to
visit the Rank and File dining hall, where a sumptuous
"Sevastopol Lunch," washed down with free beer, was
served by the Battalion Cook, Staff SergeantMajor W.O.II
Pete Thompson, A.C.C. and his staff. "Just the stuff to give
the troops, right enough," to quote Private Brian Harnden,
who hails from 77, Estuary Road, Sheerness, Kent.
THE SAILORS JOIN THE PARTY
An afternoon spent at swimming and siesta was fol
lowed by the Sevastopol Supper and by small domestic
parties in the Officers', Sergeants' and Corporal's Messes.
Members of the ship's company of H.M.S. Undine were
present on this, the eve of their departure from Cyprus
waters, to join the fun o' the Fair.
This annual "Sevastopol Fair" was opened by the
Commanding Officer, LieutenantColonel D. H. Gwilliam,
M.B.E., after the Band — in " Fool" dress — had led
a procession through the Camp headed by Bandmaster
(W.O.II) Roy Watkins, of Canterbury.
There were sideshows, rides for children of all ages,
competitions, and a fish and chip stall manned by the Army
Catering Corps, providing nocturnal novelties for all before
the playing of the " Evening Hymn " by the now resplen
dant Bandsmen, marked the end of a glorious day.
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NEWS FROM COMPANIES
"A"

EDITORIAL

W

HEN

your

became

little going on during July and August."
Of course, the alert observer of life will
instantly regard any statement beginning
" Of course " as deeply suspect.

We now

have records in the pages of this news
letter so we decided to put this one to the
test.
(August)

has

COMPANY

MAIDSTONE
Editor first

intimately acquainted with the T.A.,
he was told, " Of course, you'll find very

1957 — "It
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been

quite

an

eventful

month . . .
1958 — News about August covered eight pages. Only
the contribution from " C" Company remarked " It has
been a very quiet month."
1959—This number only requires another way of say
ing what we said in 1957.
Drill nights have been well attended, as testified by the
amount of money claimed on AF 0 1766 and now being
distributed. Weekend training, mostly shooting for Annual
Classification, if you are keen on statistics, absorbed 177
days or slightly less than one day per volunteer. (September,
by the way, looks like doubling this figure and more, which
is one of the reasons why this issue is a bit late). Quite a

This month has been a comparatively quiet one from
the training point of view, as annual holidays and the casuals
at camp have rather depleted our number.
Ptes. Cross, Wakefield, Beal, Swatling and Homewood,
returned safely from the wilds of Cumberland, having duly
mastered the basic essentials of Civil Defence. They seemed
to have enjoyed the camp — the only complaint they have
concerned the standard of cooking amongst Yorkshiremen.
Practice for the Annual Classification shoot took place
at Shoreham on Sunday, 23rd August, when satisfactory
results were achieved despite the weather conditions. I do
not refer to wind or rain, but to very hot sunshine, which
causes such a heat haze that the targets appeared to be
doing the latest thing in chachas.
The Drill Hall here at Union Street has now become
completely selfcontained with the advent of our new
Caterer in the canteen. Apart from the customary jugs of
ale, one can now purchase such culinary (I hope the Editor
will correct it if misspelt) delights as egg on chips and
beans on toast. Yet another excuse for late sessions in the
bar on drill nights.
For lack of any further worldshattering news to report
this month, readers may care to know that Sgt. " Spud "
Taylor has once again begun to shave his upper lip. We

number of recruits have been coming in.
In addition to Company and Battalion Training, a
party of 16, who were unable to attend Camp at Epsom,
were attached to 5 West Yorks, at Millom, in Cumberland.
Here they carried out the same training that the rest of us
enjoyed at Epsom. We gather that once they had settled
down and got over the sensation of being in a foreign
country, they enjoyed themselves very much.

Return of the 1st Battalion
Everyone will presumably know by now that the 1st
Battalion Advance Party is home and installed at Shorn
cliffe. We look forward to welcoming the main body next
month. The " Devonshire," we are told, is due to dock at
Southampton on 10th or 11th October.

Comings and Goings
Mr. Eric Hoggart has now finally handed over his
duties to Major Bertie Blake and has joined the 1st Bat
talion Advance Party at Shorncliffe. We wish him the best
of luck.

Welcome
To Mr. Peter Blunt, who has joined us after a long
period on the waiting list to become an Officer in H.Q.
Company.

Wmes,

To Captain Robson, who has reappeared from the wilds

& Cijars

of Warwickshire, and will shortly rejoin H.Q. Company.
To Fiona, and our congratulations to her proud parents,
Captain and Mrs. Jim Ogilvie.

Congratulations
To C/Sergeant Smith on passing the ordeal of a Com
mand Selection Board. We hope to be able to welcome him
to the Officers' Mess before very long.

S A C C O N E &
32 SACKVILLE ST.

I ?fs I
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LONDON. W.I.

EST ^—S—7 1839
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understood that the apology for a moustache which he
sported at camp was used only as a disguise whilst carrying
on his nighttime activities in the Redhill area.

" B " COMPANY
ST. MARY CRAY
On the active side this month, we were glad to see such
a good attendance from the Company at Shoreham on 16th
August. But for the members at Millom, we were almost
at full strength. The shooting does not seem to have been
affected by the replacement of tea by beer, but we would
appreciate our brewup next time. We were pleased to see
C.S.M. Easter on the range after his recent short stay in
hospital. On drill nights, we have also tried to improve our
Civil Defence, but at the moment this kind of training is
very limited for lack of proper equipment.
Towards the end of the month, our small contingent
returned from camp at Millom. lt seems that they enjoyed
the beer, the weather, the scenery and the training, but
found the food and the beds not up to the best standard.
However, we are glad that they have had the opportunity of
doing the same course as ourselves — it will make training
on drill nights much easier.
A very pleasant social wa$ held on Saturday, 29th
August, and our thanks are due to the committee for their
hard work in preparation for what was our largest gathering
for some time. The prime mission of the evening was to
express our thanks to Major Coath for the great work he
has done for the Company over the years. We presented
him with a tankard which we hope will find a home in his
new surroundings. We were very sorry that Mrs. Coath,
owing to her maternal duties, could not be present, but we
would like to record our gratitude to her for the numerous
occasions in which she has supported the Company in its
various activities. In his speech, Major Coath, pointed to an
area on the floor of the Drill Hall and said, " I joined up on
that spot; I slept there; I left from there to get married; and
returned to that spot after being married." Now, nearly
twenty years later, he has left us for Tonbridge and we send
to him and Mrs. Coath our very best wishes. We were also
very glad to see Major Henry Ford, who was able to attend
for a short time, but we were sorry that our local Post
master, Mr. Godwin, could not be present.

" C " COMPANY

stay with us. We are very glad to have them, and Major
Elder has already started off with a series of lectures.
In preparation for our tactical weekend at Mereworth
Woods on 19th/20th September, various Company V.I.P.s
recceed the wood — only to find the main gate locked on
the first visit — to travel circuituously the second time, and
to be amazed on the third visit. For jungle warfare the
training area is excellent — but for little else.
Sgt. Rump is still being worked hard by the Association
and the A.C.F., and his parades with us seem rather like a
busman's holiday. Sgt. Palmer has unfortunately been ill
with 'flu, and Sgt. Bateman is rapidly recovering from his
burns. Captain George has procured a scooter and arrives
once weekly with a Bang!
We have had two visits from the Padre — one a fly
ing visit, only too short, and the other on 8th September, a
more lengthy visit when he held an excellent and well worth
while discussion group. This was good value and we recom
mend it to any other Company interested. We all gained a
great deal from it. We appreciate his attendance and
interest and thank him for his trouble and the sweat of com
ing up from Hastings to see us.
On 12th September, we are again putting on a tactical
demonstration of a Section Attack in the arena at the local
R.A.F. Association's Fete. We will report on the success
of this next month.
We are looking forward to Major Blake's visit — the
first for some years and we wish Eric Hoggart the very best
of luck in his new appointment.

Tel.: REGENT 5915

J. B. JOHNSTONE
/BMlttarg ant> flftufti Uallor
anb Breeches fftafter * *

35 SACKV1LLE ST., LONDON

SEVENOAKS
We are just getting over the holiday season, when even
the most enthusiastic of volunteers simply have to spare a
few days away for their wives, children, sweethearts or girl
friends. However, evening parades have been attended in
force and our day on the range at Shoreham, with "A" and
"D" Companies on 23rd August, drew a good show of
bodies.
We have had three more recruits — one of these Pte.
Chipperfield's brother — who it is thought may be of a
little more steadying influence.
We have welcomed Major Peter Elder from the Royal
Scots on his long attachment (he has already been asked)
and also Captain John Stacey of The King's Regiment. We
hope to see them often and hope that they both enjoy their

Specially Appointed to The
Queen's

Own

Royal

West

Kent Regiment

Also holds special appointments to many other
Regiments, and is extensively patronised by Officers
in every branch of Her Majesty's Service, both at
home and abroad.
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" D " COMPANY
PENGE
Last month's training programme was very full with
members of the Company doing training on three weekend.
The 9th August was the first of these when we visited the
30 yards range at Southborough lo practice the recruits on
the rifle and also to complete some sten practices.
We would like to thank the two regular members of
the Women's Royal Army Corps, firstly for working on a
Sunday driving us to the range because all our own trans
port was at the workshops, and secondly for the good laugh
they gave us when removing the canvas covers from their
cab roof, forgetting that a considerable amount of water
had collected on them.

The day was most successful if for

no other reason than that by the end of the day Private
(Arthur English) Juniper was no longer bouncing all his
shots down the range.
Our open range practice shoot was held on Sunday,
23rd August, at Shoreham.

C.S.M. Baker and Sgt. Kelly

must be congratulated on the very efficient way they ran the
firing point and butts respectively, for after the sentries had
been posted and zeroing completed, the firing continued
steadily for the remainder of the day, thus giving those firing
the best possible chance of doing well. The secret of their
success being the sparing use of the telephone and an insis
tence of clear and accurate butt marking.
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many years. He has done a great deal for the Company and
we have had some very enjoyable and interesting times
whilst he has been with us. We would like to take this
opportunity of recording our thanks to him for all he has
done for us and to wish him every happiness in the future.
On Tuesday, 25th August, we held a party during which
Pte. Hicken presented a Silver Cocktail Shaker with the
Regimental Crest engraved on it, to Major Wood on behalf
of the Company.
We would also like to extend a warm welcome to our
new Company Commander, Major J. L. Large, and we hope
his stay with us will be a long and happy one for him, he
is certainly no stranger to us.
The MMG Platoon has been very busy practising for
the Vickers Gun Challenge Cup, which has meant a great
deal of practice for the team under Cpl. Findlay. "D" Com
pany also joined in the competition by sending a section
under Sgt. Kelly and we should like to say how much we
have enjoyed working with them.
Pte. Shapland was the best shot on the range when we
carried out a practice classification with H.Q. and " B "
Companies, and we would like to congratulate him on his
success.
Captain Ogilvie has assured us that the recent addition
to his family will not be a precedent for creating his own
W.R.A.C. Platoon.

For the last month Sgt. Kelly has been training an
MMG team from the Company, consisting of Ptes. Kemp,
Mudd and Wing, for a competition next month. This team
joined a team from Support Company for a practice shoot
on Sunday, 30th August, and from the remarks which Sgt.
Kelly has let slip about their handling of the gun, the rest
of us gather that they must be quite good. However, as
the proof of the pudding is in the eating, we must wait and
see how they prosper in the competition.

DUNKIRK
May 27th~June 3rd, 1940

To add variety to the evening training programme, it
was decided to invite visiting lecturers from other arms or
services to come to the Company once in each month. This
month Mr. C. Danin from Independent Locating Battery
gave us a very interesting lecture on the Royal Artillery.
He first outlined the various types of Artillery Unit which
we might meet and then explained in greater detail the
organisation and method of employment of the two most
forward units, the Light Regiment and the Locating Battery;
these two being in closest support of the forward Infantry
Units and therfore are constant companions in battle.
During next month we have been pleased to see our
previous PSI Sgt. Everett, who is a member of the 1st Bat
talion Advance Party and is at present on leave.

Author and research team preparing
detailed history of Dunkirk
evacuation for wellknown publishers
would like to hear from regimental
survivors. No literary efforts
necessary; will interview anywhere
to suit convenience.

SUPPORT COMPANY
SOUTHBOROUGH
This month has been another quiet one for the Com
pany as a lot of members have been on holiday.
It has also been rather a sad month as we have had to
say farewell to Major Wood, who has commanded us for
the last three years and has served in the Battalion for

write in first instance

Richard Collier, None'go^by,
Burgh Heath, Surrey
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Finally, we welcome to the Depot Training Staff the
following N.C.O.s

and men:

Sgt. Woolgar

(from

1

R.W.K.), L/Cpl.s Tite, Burden, Swann, Gomm, Lett.
We hope they will enjoy their tour here.

REGIMENTAL

DEPOT

We also say goodbye and good luck to Cpl. Tucker,
L/Cpl. May, Ptes. Farrier and Lyons, who have left us
on N.S. release.

New Regular members of the Queen's Own
The

following

have

joined

The

Queen's

Own

as

Regulars during September:

S

EVASTOPOL Day was the first event in the calendar
for this month. As usual it was celebrated as a Regi

mental Day commencing with an openair Church Service
conducted by our padre, the Rev. Tony Good. Fortunately
the weather was kind, and despite the combined efforts
of the pianist and the N.A.A.F.I. piano, the service was
both a fitting and enjoyable start to the day.
After a "stepped up" lunch in which Sgt. Gregory and
his cooks did us proud, everyone repaired to the back

field, the wise to lie in the sun and doze, the foolish to
engage in 7aside football.
As is always the case, hot
and panting Officers' and Sergeants' teams were soon dis
posed of, and the permanent staff privates ran out the
eventual winners.
A .22 shooting competition was won
by the Corporals.

This was largely due to the fact that

they had the numbers necessary to ensure that no firer
was called to the range after a hectic 10 minutes of foot
ball.
The day ended with one of the best All Ranks' Dances
we've had in years. Our thanks are due lo R.S.M. Collman
and his helpers.
From the 1416 September Messrs. Fincham and Rud
ling, the noted inquisitors from the Infantry Record Ofiice,
were among us (in the widest sense). Contrary to the
hopes of all junior ranks, they found no reason for im
mediate dismissal of the Adjutant, O.R.Q.M.S. and Mr.
Butcher, our civilian clerk.
Another inquisition on 15th was the Annual Fire Inspec
tion. Thanks to a large forest fire at Mereworth Woods
which had occupied our attention for several days, we were
spared a "wet" practice.
The inspection was thus con
fined to the rusty buckets and rotting rubber pipes which
are scattered round the barracks, and to all the unofficial
wiring in the Arms Store.
The C.O., Maj. Weymouth, returned from leave on
21st with both a golden tan and a golden bowler. He
will be leaving early next year. The Brigade Rifle meeting
was held at Hythe the next day, and cur Recruit and
Falling Plate teams were runners up to Depot The Royal
Sussex.
Our Buff intake passed out on 28th September, and
the parade was taken by Col. G. R. D. Hews, M.C., T.D.,
of that Regiment. The Band of The Queen's Own Cameron
Highlanders was on parade.
The month ended with the Annual Cadet day on
Sunday 27th, when cadets of the Kent A.C.F. competed
for Drill, Shooting and Band trophies. We are glad to
note that the 1st A.C.F. Bn. The Queen's Own won the
Band Competition and that they were runners up in the
Shooting. This Bn. is commanded by Maj. N. S. C.
Elmslie.

23734343

Pte. Tuck F. Enlisted at Chatham.

23734342

Pte. Smith C. Enlisted at Blackheath.

23734425

Pte. Dunlavy D. A. Enlisted at Blackheath.

23734664
23735096

Pte. Pope D. P. Enlisted at Blackheath.
Pte. Dufort R. A. N. Enlisted at Brighton.

22524361

Pte. Bassett A. E. (Reenlistment) Chatham.

We welcome them to the Regiment and hope that
they will enjoy their service with us.
The recent establishment of WOll King, B.E.M., in
S.E. London, and Sgt. Williams in Maidstone, as our
Special Recruiters, is already showing results.

TRAINING COMPANY
Sevastopol Day has, of course, been the main event
this month. The day began for most of us by having a
cup of tea brought round in bed by the Sergeants. After
the Church Service and various competitions between the
permanent staff and Training Coy., namely, a football,
match and shooting competitions, everyone settled down
to a magnificent lunch prepared by Sgt. Gregory and his
staff, with a bottle of beer also on the menu.
The day ended with the Sevastopol Day Dance held in
the Gymnasium, with C/Sgt. Barton as M.C. There was
a well organised bar in operation too, and we are sure
that everyone who went thoroughly enjoyed themselves.
On 3rd September a new Intake arrived: South Africa
& Afghanistan Pis. They are under the supervison of 2/Lt.
Sluce and the PI. Sgts. are: Sgt. Bona (congratulations
on your promotion) and Sgt. Woolgar. Of the various
InterPlatoon Competitions held so far, South Africa have
won the Struggle Ball and the Cross Country Run. Egypt
and Nile Pis. passed out on the 25th September, and are
now enjoying some end of training leave before they join
1st Bn. Buffs, in Germany.
The following promotions have taken place recently.
Congratulations to them all: 
Sgt. Gordon, D.C.M.—C.S.M.; Cpl. Silverside—Sgt.;
Cpl. Bona—Sgt.; L/Cpl. Burden—Cpl.; L/Cpl. Gomm—
Cpl.
Some

Government

Property

at

Mereworth

Woods

were in danger this month when a fire raged for several
days. We understand that about 7 Fire Brigades were
there fighting it, plus some recruits of the Buffs being
trained at the Depot.
All's well that ends well, however, after a few days every
thing was under control and the fire extinguished without
a single casualty.
Oh well, that's about all from Trg. Coy. this month,
I wonder what will happen next month?
THE BEEHIVE.
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DEPOT

CRICKET

The Depot v The Past and Present. Sunday 23rd Aug. 1959.
This match was played on a glorious sunny day, and it
was pleasant to see quite a large number of spectators here
at the Depot.
Although Maj. Bruce, who was again the P. and P.
captain, won the toss, he put the Depot in to bat.

The

Depot side, however, did not amass many runs, and
Williams and Hendon were most successful with the ball.
The only really efficient Depot batsman was Pte. Stevens,
who scored 38, including a six, before being lured out
by Cannacott.
For the Past and Present there were no big stands and
Cpl. Bona proved to be bowling at his quickest. Both
Smith and Cannacott, however, played some good shots

Sevastopol Day proved most successful thanks to the
hard work of many of our members. The day started with
the members serving tea in bed to the other ranks, who were
most impressed and voted that this should happen every
week. Needless to say the motion was not carried. At 10.30
an open air church service was held on the back field. Lunch
was extra good with a bottle of ale to wash it down. During
the afternoon a sevenaside soccer K.O. and a 22 shooting
competition took place, but owing to hospitality shown us
in the Officers' Mess we would rather not mention results.
In the evening an all ranks dance was held and was most
successful, thanks once again to the mess members, especi
ally R.S.M. Collman, the cook maggot Gregory, B. K.
Booker, John Mace, and all their helpers.

in the persons of Weller and in particular Maj. Bruce,

More pleasant news. LADIES. We welcome to the
mess the following beautiful ladies who have recently joined
their husbands in the area. Mrs. Collman, Barton, Gregory,
Baker, Booker. Thus making us the owners of The Bestest

decided to wag.

Bevy of Beautiful Babies in Britain.

before they were out.

Wickets fell regularly until the 'tail',

Weller scored a useful

10 and Bruce 16, which in

cluded three successive fours.
The match ended in a win for the Depot by 20 runs.
It was a most enjoyable game played in the friendly, family
atmosphere which is a feature of the fixture.

SERGEANTS'

N

MESS

expanse of closely cut grass stretched between him and
Enemy troops watched his every step.

the Editor. Maybe before amalgamation we will catch up
with ourselves.
During the month we had among us on short visits:

OT a breath of wind disturbed the slightly scorched

his destination.

Seeing is believing.

Owing to a mixup in date, last month's notes were not
published in time and now I know not how we stand with

He

C.S.M. Bones Smith, Sgts. McGhee, A.C.C., and Shoebridge,
Sgt. and Mrs. Shields from 1st Battalion, R.S.M. Watts from
Brighton, and of course, C.S.M. Bert King continues to call
every Wednesday to see if he has missed anything and to
have a crafty look at T.V.

We were also very honoured to

could see them, feel their eyes upon him, and sense their
readiness to pounce and destroy. So much depended upon
him now and so many had pinned their faith on him. He
must see it through at all costs. As beads of perspiration
trickles down his face and his lips, he could taste the salt. " It
is too late now," he thought, " 1 must not fail." Bracing his
shoulder, his head held high, he stepped out, his only
weapon of defence gripped lightly under his arm. Slowly
step by step he wended his way to his first objective, un
hindered by the enemy, he was outnumbered by eleven to
one but still he kept on, feeling all the time the hostile eyes
upon him. His first objective reached, he proceeded slowly
and deliberately to prepare his defences. " The time has
come." he muttered as he saw one of the enemy forces run
ning towards him hand aloft, grasping that deadly missile
he so dreaded. As the missile sped on its errand of destruc
tion our hero closed his eyes and struck, and only opened
them when he heard the thunderous applause from his own
lines. Wonder of wonders, his first hit had been a four:
only fourteen runs to win. Confidence now oozing from
him, Sgt. "Muscles" Clifton proceeded to thrash all balls
that came his way and scored freely. Only two runs needed
now, could he do it ? He could and he did, with a beautiful
stroke the ball sped boundarywards and the ashes were ours
again for another year. That is how the most exciting match
of all times came to a close, after a very hard and enjoyable

The

BRISTOL
MILK
sherry our
forefathers enjoyed
in bygone
centuries was

game between the Buffs Sergeants' Mess and ours. Credit
must go to Sgt. Morris, who batted solidly for best part of
the innings, scoring 36 not out, and taking six wickets for 28
runs.
In our second match for the gallon we were not so
successful, despite some superb batting by C/Sgt. Dick
Barton and S.S.I. Dobeigh Baker in an eighth wicket stand.
Complete score cards of both matches are printed elsewhere,
do please read, digest and raise your hats to the conquerors.

HARVE
EXTRA SUt
GOLDEN S

BRISTOL
WINE MERCHANTS SINCE 1796

Enjoy a glass,yourself, today
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welcome Captain and Mrs. Dodson in to our Sunday lunch
time session and hope that "Marvellous Marksman" was

mTENS OWN

in fact.
We would like to mention that due to circumstances
beyond our control, the mess still continues to function and

PASTePmENT

make a profit.

ASSOCIATION

ASHES
Buffs Sergeants' Mess 70 runs
Queen's Own Sergeants" Mess 74 runs.
Williams b Letts
Sharp b Letts
Silverside lbw Letts

0
7
2

Barton c Miller b Parker
Collman c Naylor b Fleming
Morris not out

2
0
36

Maltman run out
Potts b Recton
Baker b Recton
Clifton not out

0
0
2
10

Gordon did not bat
Extras 15
8 wkts. 74

H

BROMLEY

BRANCH

AVING been roused from my lethargy of several
moons, 1 am making an effort to gain my equilibrium

for scribing.

There has not been much to write about from our angle,
and all has been said about the July Reunion. Suffice to
say, we of Bromley, enjoyed the day amongst old comrades
in lovely weather—I may add that we gained three new
members on that day and thanks are due to Bill Phillips for
collecting their names and addresses and their membership
fees. I hope with the cooperation of existing members,
that we shall gain some more. Unfortunately, our numbers
on meeting nights still remain at or near the small quota of
stalwarts who are ever " on parade."
lt is with regret that I have to record the fact that
"Timber" is in hospital, having received injuries due to sit
ting on a faulty chair which collapsed under him whilst at
work. I have written him on several occasions and have
received cheerful letters in return, and it would seem that he

GALLON
Buffs Sergeants' Mess 122
Queen's Own Sergeants' Mess 81

Gordon

10

is progressing as well as can be expected. We of this branch
wish him a speedy recovery to normal health and mien.
Our Chairman, Robert Wilks, has visited him in hospital
and learns direct the details of the accident.

Potts
Clifton
Collman
Morris
Williams

2
8
2
2
7

at East Grinstead at the moment for a minor operation. I
am sure that you all wish this very active member of our
movement a quick return to normal health. No details are
yet available.

Maltman

7

Barton
Baker

21
10

Silverside
Sharp

And talking of Robert reminds me that he is in hospital

Our President, Major Leslie Pyrke, has just returned
from a wellearned holiday, and says that he feels much the

1

better and refreshed for his break.
harness again now.

0
Extras 11

So it's a case of into

We had our usual invitation from Brockley Branch of
the R.A.F. Association to attend their Wings Week Church
Service on September 20th, which we accepted. There was

81

BRITISH

LEGION

From many letters received at British
Legion Headquarters, it would appear that their
Overseas Wreath Laying and Photographic Ser
vice is still not widely known.

The service

enables relatives of the fallen to obtain photo
graphs of individual headstones, memorials and cemeteries,
and to have Poppy Wreaths placed on graves or at memor
ials when desired. At present more than 3,000 wreaths are
placed each year at the request of relatives, and a similar
number of photographs is obtained annually.
Tf you know of a relative to whom this service could
render some comfort, he or she may obtain full information
regarding the service by writing to British Legion Head
quarters, Pall Mall. London, S.W.I.

quite a sprinkling of members of the Regiment present, in
cluding four of our own branch. There were nine standards
on parade, and included the R.A.F.A. Brockley Branch, a
local R.A. Association one, as well as one Naval British
Legion and three others of the British Legion. Of the
Queen's Own, there were Bromley, carried by Harry Wool
nough, Catford and District carried by. I believe, Sid
Maxwell, and Lewisham (11th Battalion) carried by Bill
Turk who deputised for Bill Toomer, M.M., who inciden
tally is the secretary of the Bellingham Garden of Remem
brance. For the first time at this parade, the standards were
placed near the altar during the singing of the hymn, " Now
thank we all our God," the effect being very dignified. The
service was at St. Peter's. Wickham Road. Brockley. and was
conducted by the Vicar, the Rev. David Rogers. B.A., him
self a veteran of World War II. During his address he
emphasised the fact of what wc owe to " the few " who
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brought down so many marauding enemy planes and
crashed them to earth on that memorable day of September
15th, 1940.
He eulogised on their tenacity of purpose,
which undoubtedly saved our nation from the tyranny of
the jack boot. He spoke with much feeling and emphasis,
and although he did not, so to speak, " ram religion down
our throats," one could not help but feel the thrill of being
a free nation with the help of Almighty God.
During the singing of the hymn. "To the Name of our

261

LONDON BRANCH

A

S 1 threatened 1 would a few months ago, 1 paid calls

on three of the officers of the Regiment who live far
away in the West Country, two of whom are members of
the London Branch.
First, Col. "Basil" Clay, who retired only a few months
ago, and now resides in Bridport. The Col. and Mrs. Clay
have a lovely little bungalow quite

near

the

sea, and

Salvation," the standards were handed back to the bearers,
and facing the altar at the foot of the Chancel steps, they

although not new, Col. Clay has transformed the place

were dipped in salute with the singing of the National
Anthem, before filing
out to take up position outside the
church.

placed in several cosy little cupboards and nooks, which
had the pleasure of being shown around the bungalow

The salute at the March Past was taken by Air Vice
Marshal G. C. Eveleigh, O.B.E., R.A.F., who was accom

and being presented, before leaving, with some lovely
home grown tomatoes. Both the Colonel and Mrs. Clay

from its original construction, and from his own plans,
make the bungalow even more attractive. My wife and I

panied by the Mayors and Mayoresses of the Boroughs of
Deptford and Lewisham, and the M.P. for West Lewisham,
Mr. Henry Price.

are very well, and send their best wishes to all members
of the branch, hoping we have a bumper evening on
December 18th, our annual Party night.

We are grateful to the Brockley R.A.F. Association for
inviting us to take part in this parade and particularly 1

From Bridport to Yelverton, near Dartmoor, the big
prison where, situated in a lovely spot just off the main

would mention Mr. D. C. Ross, their Secretary, and Mr.
Hudson, the Parade Marshal.
In conclusion, I must not omit the fact that the Air
Training Corps and Band, as well as units of the St. John
Ambulance Brigade, British Red Cross Society, Boy Scouts
and Girl Guides were also on parade.
With good wishes to our 1st Battalion, 4th/5th Battalion,
Depot and all Branches.
Iwuzz Thayre.

TONBRIDGE

O

AND

TUNBRIDGE

road, Lt.Col. "Willie" Spurr, another branch member,
together with his brotherinlaw, runs the lovely Moorland
Links Hotel. Had anyone told me in the 1930's that a
Regular Army Officer retired, could make such a grand
job as Lt.Col. Willie Spurr has made of this hotel in the
moors, I'd never have believed it. It is there to see however,
and the Colonel is to be congratulated on the hard work
and efficiency which has gone into the job. There are about
20 bedrooms, a lovely dining room with a dance floor and
dais for the band, a swimming pool, putting green, links
nearby; altogether a wonderful place, and I am sure all
the members of the branch wish Willie good luck in his
task, with plenty of custom.

WELLS

UR September meeting was well attended. Presided over

Having seen the cellars, the pantry, the freezer which

by our President, LtCol. G. E. L. Pardington, M.B.E.,

holds a ton weight of food, and sampled the beer, 1 can
assure anybody they will be well catered and cared for,

T.D. Our Chairman, Major N. S. C. Elmslie, looked in both
before and after the meeting. In these days he spends much
time with the cadets.

in the Moorland Links Hotel. Willie sends his best wishes
lo all the branch members, and regretted his inability to

Before the meeting was a letter from Major H. B. H.
Waring who has just returned from Cyprus. We would like
to thank him for his letter and good wishes. Also we are

attend meetings, but hopes to pop along one Friday and
surprise us. Mrs. Spurr and daughter Caroline were in
good health and spirits, and quite happy in these surround

glad to welcome him back all in one piece.

ings.
be

Last, but not least, the "War Lord", Lt.Col. Frank

" Ladies Night," and on this occasion the committee are

Russell, about whom I made such a clanger in confusing
with Capt. R. O. Russell, who scribes for the 11th Bn.

The meeting night

of

21st

October

will again

arranging something new in the way of entertainment, so
please, everybody, make a special effort to be present and
ensure success.
We understand that Mr. O. Hubble is still on the sick
list and shall hope that he will soon have recovered enough
for him to return to duty. We send him best wishes.
Major A. E. Sidders of AER has written a letter inviting
the Branch to a shoot with some of his members. The shoot
to take place on 3rd October at 7.30 p.m. on Tonbridge
Range, Avebury Avenue. There is no limit to the number
of men who may shoot.
We are happy to learn that Major A. G. Blake, M.B.E.,
has returned to this country and look forward to seeing him
again at some of our meetings.
Col. Pardington having received a vote of thanks for
his services in the chair, the meeting closed at 2105 hours.
T.L.S.

Read
Your County Newspaper,
Published Fridays, price 4d.

KENT
MESSENGER
The C o u n t y Paper o f K e n t
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Having a chat with Fred Jarmain at our last meeting, I
was told he had met Lt.Col. Frank Russell's brother in a
refreshment bar (Hm!) in Ongar, and as Fred was sporting
a P.P. badge, asked him whether he knew the colonel.
In Fred's day, this officer was Capt. "Chirby" Russell, and
after a short piece of calculation he decided that promotion
to Lt.Ool. was well within the bounds of possibility.
Addresses were given, and on Saturday, 12th September,
I knocked at the door of a nice little bungalow in Mawgan
Porth, near Newquay.
Fortunately, the Colonel recognised me, and we were
asked in to tea, and spent a very pleasant hourandahalf
with this officer whom we all knew as "Chirby" Russell,
and who had many other sobriquets, the War Lord and
Lord John, among others. We spent the time reminiscencing
over characters who had served in our time, and I was
pleased to see the Colonel still had the tankard which
Johnny Gammell presented to him when the latter left
the Bn. It was one of Johnny's welter weight boxing prizes,
and the present owner is, I can assure Johnny, very proud
of this possession.
I was able to pass on Willie Spurr's good wishes, as
the latter had spent some time in Lt.Col Russell's
"Wing", and was appreciative of the help he had received
when quite a young subaltern.
The Colonel takes a great interest in local
affairs and was very well known in the locality. He re
gretted the fact that he lives so far away from London,
and was unable to participate in more of the regimental
P. and P. functions, but sends his best wishes to all those
of the branch, and they're all in the photograph, who knew
him in the past. I conveyed our good wishes to him and
regret he is not a member of our branch, yet!
I was indeed pleased and honoured to be made so
welcome by the above officers, and all stress the point that
they would be very hurt indeed, should any past members
of the Regiment be in the vicinity of their homes and
fail to pay them a visit.
Reading through the last Q.O.G. makes me hasten to
apologise for my possibly mixing up my page numbers, as
I managed to get the reunion news sandwiched between
two: chunks of the branch notes. Please forgive me, and
if ever I can look Lt.Col. E. S. (Tim) Kerr in the face
after the misprint, not a spelling error, in respect of his
nickname—well, I'll be surprised. Sorry Colonel.
I note too, that R. O.. Russell mentions that I must
either take copious notes, or am a good shorthand wallah.
To my sorrow I know not a sign of shorthand, or I would
have lots more fun writing these notes. Sometimes I feel
sure I have missed something or other, and regret I did
not take down the sentence verbatim at the time. Actually,
my notes are sometimes on the back of matchboxes, some
times on scrap paper, I even get bits out of the Treasurer's
notebook on odd occasions. A couple of words suffice, as
I am lucky in having a retentive memory, and a word on
the notepaper will bring back the whole of the conver
sation, always provided I can write the notes within a week
of the meeting, of course.
So much for the out and about stuff, now what about
the indoor games at the Get Together? To begin with, the

following from the branch attended: Our Hon. Joint
President and his wife, Harry and Mrs. Elson, Busty and
Mrs. Cannacot, Major and Mrs. Bert Blake, Arthur
Edwards, Tom Briddock, Darkie Maslin, "Young" Jepson,
"Dapper" Martin, The Spider, Mrs. Bruce, Mrs. Hammond,
representative of course, but not a really good showing.
The five members who go to this "do" annually, and are
normally bedded down in the nearest barrack room to the
Sergeants' Mess, found themselves relegated to a "Spider"
on the "Backfields", with no Sergeants' Mess breakfast on
this occasion, but a meal in the Cookhouse! All this due,
doubtless, to unfortunate lack of knowledge. I have been
asked to convey the thanks of the branch to the O.C.
Depot for his kindness in putting up the lads for the
night, with a special, request from the "Five", that O.C.
Depot would kindly thank the N.C.O. i/c Cookhouse,
who so ably entertained them. They state it's without
exception the finest meal they have had placed before
them at any P. and P. or Reunion show, and the branch
would like Maj. Guy Weymouth to ensure the thanks are
passed on. Many thanks.
The attendance was poor, very poor, and I fear it is
something which will have to be debated, as to whether
the function should continue in addition to the Annual
Reunion, once the Depot is given over to Civil authority.
Certainly nothing had been spared to make the show a
success. It would seem that in previous years we have
been misled by the number of nonmembers or friends not
connected with the Regiment who have been allowed in.
This year they were not admitted and the paucity of num
bers was greatly in evidence. The buffet, so nicely arranged,
looked a huge banquet beside the numbers who went in to
eat, and being set out in the huge old Drill Hall made it
look even larger than it probably was. It must have been
a great disappointment to the organizers. Everything went
off as well as usual, but the old zip wasn't there somehow.
There was Dancing, Tombola, Singsong, etc., and those
who did attend had a good time. Dapper Martin was our
only prizewinner, taking home a nice box of scent and
hankies.
In addition to the normal complement of officers of
the Depot, Lt.Col. E. A. Eason, Maj. Taney Leigh, Maj. Bert
Blake from the 1st Bn., now posted to Tonbridge, and Maj.
Ben Stoneham seemed to be the only others of officer rank

Primrose and
Len Dairies, Ltd.
PASTEURISED MILK
CHANNEL ISLAND T.T. (Pasteurised) MILK
19, LOWER STONE ST., MAIDSTONE  Tel. 2610 & 51246
32, THE BROADWAY,
WEST MALLING
MAIDSTONE
Tel. Weet Mailing 3101
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I

and regretted he would no longer be able to attend, but

missed Fred Farrington, expect he was on holiday, Sam

wished us well, and hoped that we would long continue
the good work.

present.

There were many old Maidstone friends, but

Ludford, Piggy Piggott, Bill Ladle Ladall, an old friend in A.
Fissenden, and many others. Spent some time with Maj.
Leigh, who hopes to pay us a visit. He told the story of
Col. WoulfeFlanagan, who, out on his horse one day,
spotted four of his soldiers, old hands, gambling behind
a hedge. He pulled up his horse quite quietly, and sur

Letter from Timber, who seemed to deviate from the
plight of our Chairman, to the number of visitors who
rolled in to see him, whom, it seems, is now fairly well on
the way lo recovery, and has left hospital. He was inun

prised the four, warning them to be at Orderly Room next
day. From O.C. to C.O., and the Colonel gave each 10

dated with visitors once it was known where he was lying
in. He thanked the branch for the visits paid, and hoped
he'd be along soon to see us.

days C.B. "Now", sez he, "You know what you got that
for? Not for gambling—oh no! but for being old soldiers

Scotty brought up the business of tickets to the Albert
Hall, and it is hoped that we can manage to get him: two.

in my Bn. and failing to post a look out man!"

There were no others who appeared to be very interested
in this British Legion function.

The evening ended at midnight and there really was
not much to enthuse about, except the hard work put in
by the Depot personnel. We shall have to put in some
hefty thinking about next year, as we are not certain when
the Depot is to be handed over.
Now to our meeting of the 25th September last.

I

shall have no opportunity of forgetting the date as it was
a birthday anniversary, which Ron Mines was kind enough
to commend to the branch, and I made a note of it! We
had our first brush with the management since they took
over as, despite our contract, they had arranged a dinner
for somebody in our room, the R.A.O.B. had the other,
and we were delegated to a very large office. As forty vof
us, including our President, General A. Riddel), had turned
up, we had some sitting on others' laps, but Len Remfry,
our Chairman, kept the party going on an extremely cheer
ful note the whole time.
Both

Joint

Hon. Presidents

were on parade,

Maj.

A full committee, less

our Welfare man, Timber Marchant, about whom more
later, and there were seven ladies, Mesdames Elson, Mines,
Bruce, L. Wallace, R. Germain, A. Orchard, G. Stow.

A

terrific officer attendance as, in addition to above, Lt.Col.
Bobby Flint, Ron Mines, Charles Chaplin, "Rajah" Sin
clairBrooke, R. Pink, Dick Forrester, also Lt.Col. C. M.
Newbold, paying us a visit after 3 years in Africa, and
Capt. E. E. Newbold, were with us.
Our usual veterans were on parade, "Bogie" Childs,
Arthur Edwards, Harry Freeman. Alf Toms, Ted Ballard.
Scotty was there, he must have been, as he assured most
of us he wasn't tight when he asked for tickets for the
British Legion Show! Darkie Muslin and Jeppy, "Tishy",
not "Fishy", Parker, looking for old 'B' Waller, "LafT"
Lafferty, George Stow. Nobby White once more, more of
him later, Dan Elliott, the old O.R. wallah, Jack Jones,
the extrombonist from Oscar Rabin's band, later with
Melachrino during the war, Jack Hunt, and Harry Lofts.
John Newton, Chas. Lewis, Jack Teare and Alf Whelan
saw the crush in the meeting and rushed down to the bar
extra refreshment!

was very nice lo see him again, and we are sorry to note
it will be another three years before he manages another
visit. Then there was Capt. E. Newbold, M.C., who was
in Leros with the 2nd Bn. A Chartered Accountant, wc
expect to see him visit us often in the future. He has, in
fact, promised to bring others along. We hope he meets
with success in this enterprise as we love having new
members, especially other than ex Regulars, it keeps the
"all round" tag on us, and we are not monopolised by
one certain type of "past" membership.
It was pleasing to see back with us after a long session
away, Nobby White, and the branch offers Margaret and

"Boss" Bredon, and Harry Elson.

for

There were no new members, but Col. Charles Chap
lin had brought along one old member, Lt.Col. C. M.
Bernard, who commands a Bn. of Native Infantry in South
Africa, and, as stated above, came along last in 1956. It

George Stow had a very nice

holiday in Switzerland, he told me, and it was unfortunate
that "Jewwy" was not present to listen to his story. Fred
Bagust was there and once more Bob Gregory appeared
after the meeting to yarn with "Canter" and the rest of
the lads, including "Hoosey" Tite, who was with us again.

Nobby its hearty congrats on the presentation to the latter
of a fine baby boy. This is Nobby's first venture into real
fatherhood, as there was no offspring of his first marriage,
and Margaret's daughter is, of course, a product of her
first marriage. So the old 1st Bn. centreforward has his
reward at last, and the beams on his face suggest he may
not rest at one
The raffle for the bottle of Sherry, which the Chair
man stated "must be very good vintage, as it was at least
three months old", resulted in a very good sum for the
Benevolent Box, and was won by "Canter" Donaldson,
who gave it up for rcdraw, this time Capt. Newbold
being the winner, the Chairman stating he must accept
the prize.
Writing of money reminds me

that

R.O.R. of

the

Lewisham 11th Bn. states that "he hopes 1 have noticed
the transfer of cash to P.O.S.B. includes our subscription
to the 11th Bn. Standard". As this sub. was voted at least
three months ago, I do hope the Hon. Treasurer has not
forgotten the date! Anyway, many apologies Capt. Russell,
it will have been put right by the time this appears in print.
I hope the P.M.C. has found the correct "Russell" for the
mess bill too!
The Editor reminds me that P.P. badges are now
available at 3/ a time from Maidstone. I have a very good
idea that our Treasurer was promised he'd be posted as
soon as stocks came available. He wasn't, and we must

Len Remfry requested permission to open the meeting,
and we were soon down to the agenda.
The minutes

have lost a few sixpences in the "fine box", 'cos
haven't been able lo supply badges lo the boys!

we

which, 1 notice, are being notified as for the current month
again, were read and passed, and the correspondence
opened. There was mail from Col. J. M. Haycraft, who
has now retired to his mother's residence at Canterbury,

Bogie Childs brought up the item in the Q.O.G. re
ferring to Sgt. Mills, of Welling, who, according to the
scribe, probably O.R.Q.M.S. Maltman (what with Water
man and now Maltman, liquid all over the place), wants to
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join our branch. It appears that most of the members
knew one Mills or another, but it was left to Darkic
Maslin to enquire as to whether we were quite sure it
wasn't Freddie Mills! However, Mr. Mills is very welcome
if he can make it. As Len Remfry insists, in this branch
you must know somebody.

The question of disposal of the 2 Rifles was left over
till next meeting.
Jim Munchin gave a report of the 6th Bn. Annual
Dinner.
The Xmas Draw books will shortly be available, and
can

Harry Elson suggested that Timber, in view of his
accident, might well be able to use some financial
aid
from the branch. Everyone knows what an obstinate cuss
is Timber, so somebody is going to force it down his
petrol tank if he doesn't play ball! A pleasing thought!
about the various visitors to Timber, was the fact that
Bunny Hare's daughter, appreciative of Timber's visits

be obtained

from

the Treasurer at

Ronnie Mines informed us that it had appeared in

proud to have the General as one of its members, offers
very hearty congratulations, and wishes to inform the new

and

The next meeting on November 2nd is the Annual
Meeting, and a bumper attendance is requested.
There being

13

present

at

the meeting, the Booby

Prize was won by yours trulv.
G. H. ANCHORS.
Branch Correspondent.

to Dad, returned the compliment by visiting Timber, a very
nice gesture indeed.
The Daily Telegraph that General Dennis Talbot is The
Colonel of the Regiment now General Sir W. Oliver has
vacated, therefore we of the London Branch, which is

the Hare

Hounds.

REGIMENTAL

CAR

BADGES

The badge is made of heavily chromeplated metal with
the cap badge set in a background of

the Regimental

Colours in vitreous enamel.

"Colonel" we are with him to a man. I'm not sure whether
Len Remfry will regard this as a Stall" job or not!
More next month,
THE SPIDER.

G

GRAVESEND

BRANCH

RAVESEND Branch held their monthly meeting on

Friday, October 2nd, with a poor attendance. It was
proposed that the evening meeting should be altered to
the last Friday of the month, and in future the Gazette
will publish the necessary details.
Thirtytwo members and their

wives attended an en

joyable gettogether at Maidstone on Saturday, 19th
September. The particular attention paid to the Bullet
this year proved to the depot stall' that
put in by them was well worth while.

the hard work

Thanks are also due to the Maidstone branch
such a successful evening.

for

Next Meeting: Friday, 30th October, at 8 p.m.
BEN.

O

WING

CHATHAM
to a

printer's or

BRANCH
typist's error, this Branch

would at first
like to apologise to the Gravesend
Branch for our article appearing last month under the
heading of that Branch; and will hope that any corres
pondence relating thereto would please be forwarded.
1 am pleased to be back with the Branch again after
5 months (under Doctor's orders), and appreciate the kind
thoughts expressed during my illness by the President and
members of the Branch and Association.
We were pleased to welcome Kenneth Wills to mem
bership.
Maj. Paice and A. Mackay, who are on the sick list,
were still absent, and we wish them an early return to
normal (health. The Annual Remembrance Service in
Victoria Gardens, Chatham, is on November 8th. Parade
10.15 a.m. Town Hall.

The cost is 26/9 post free.—Apply to The Editor,
" Queen's Own Gazette," Regimental Headquarters, The
Barracks, Maidstone.
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ASSOCIATION
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QUEEN'S OWN
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FOUNDED—
PATRON :

HER ROYAL HIGHNESS PRINCESS MARINA, DUCHESS OF KENT. C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E..
ColonelinChief The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
PRESIDENT :

MAJORGENERAL D. E. B. TALBOT. C.B.E.. D.S.O.. M.C.
Colonel of the Regiment.
CHAIRMAN :

LIEUTENANTCOLONEL H. N. EDWARDS. M.B.E., D.L
HON SECRETARY & TREASURER :

LIEUTENANTCOLONEL A. A. EASON,
Regimental Headquarters, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone.
BRANCHES :
BRANCH

Cromley
Chatham
Catford & District
Gravesend
London
Maidstone
Sevenoaks
Shorncliffe
Tonbridge and
Tunbridge Wells
6th Battalion
7th

Battalion

8th

Battalion

10th

Battalion

11th Battalion
20th (London)

DETAIL OF

SECRETARY

CHAIRMAN

MEETINGS

Last Saturday each month. 8 p.m.. United
. Mr. G. H. Cockell.
Service Club, Bromley.
3 Priestfield Road, Forest Hill, S.E. 23.
First Monday each month. 7.30 p.m., at "The
Ml". S. L. Thompson Major H. M. Smith, M.B E.,
Hare and Hounds," 340 High Street,
"Jutogh," 16 Beaconsfield Road. Chatham
Rochester. (Phone Chatham 43878).
The
second Friday in every month at "The
Mr. Len Clarke
Mr. W. Hall and
Railway Siguval," Devonshire Rd., Forest
38, Queenswood Road. Forest Hill,
Mr. H. Lake .
Hill, S.E. 23.
S.E.23.
Last Friday each month. 8 p.m.. Terminus
Mr. W. T. Nichols,
Mr. Haddon
Hotel, Stuart Rd., Gravesend.
9 The Bungalows, Cross Lane West.
Gravesend. Kent.
Last
Friday each month, at "The Cran
Mr. T. Briddock,
Mr. L. Remfry
bourn," 1 Upper St. Martin's Lane.
74 Cherry Tree, Walk, West Wickham.
Leicester Square, W.C. 2.
Kent.
Third Friday each month, at 7.45 p.m., Ser
Mr. H. W. Maxlow . . Mr. A. Waterman.
geants'
Mess, Depot, R.W.K., Maidstone.
Little Holmestead, Forge Lane,
Leeds, Nr. Maidstone, Kent.
Last Thursday each month, at 8 p.m., Drill
Maj. A. II. Coombes, Mr. J. Palmer,
Hall. Argyle Road, Sevenoaks.
c/o T.A. Centre, Argyle Road, Sevenoaks
T.n
"
FleursdeLys," Sandgate. Quarterly, first
Lt.Col. I. R. Lovell .. Mr. E. W. N. Elvy.
Friday, January, April, July, October.
235 Cheriton High Street. Folkestone.
Third Wednesday of each month. T.A.
Maj. N. S. C. Elmslie Mr. F. Jezard
Centre, Avebury Avenue. Tonbridge.
2 Milton Gardens, Tonbridge.
Reunions twice yearly at White Hart Hotel.
Lt.Col. G. K. Defrates Mr. C. Sayers,
Bromley.
59
Grasmere
Gardens.
Orpington.
D S . O . . M.C.
Reunions annually in March or April as
Major E. Goodman . . Mr. T. Shepherd.
notified in Press and "Q.O.G."
492 Downham Way. Bromley, Kent.

Mr. R. F. Wilks

Annual Dinner, as notified In "Q.O.G."
Mr. Stanford.
10 Bramble Close. Maidstone.
Annual Dinner, as notified In "Q.O.G."
Mr. A. E. Buddell.
Mr. L. W. Dawson.
O.B.E.. M.C.
19 Chestnut Drive. Heme Bay, Kent.
Meeting
first
Tuesday each month. Hon>
Mr J Mingay
Mr. F. Sales.
Hedge House. Blackheath.
16 Kidbrooke Grove, Blackheath, S.E. 3.

Membership is open to all who are serving or who have served in The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.

Subscriptions are :

Life Membership : Officers £ 2 / 1 0 / 0 ; Other Ranks, 10/; cr an Annual Subscription of : Officers, 5/, other Ranks, 1 /  .
The object of this Association is to foster esprit de corps, to help members keep in touch with one another, and to assist those in
distress.
Past and

Present

The Association is affiliated to the British Legion.

Association

Badges are available at

a

cost

of

3/

to

Life

Members.

All communications should b . addressed to the Hon Secrotary, Past and Present Association, The Queen's Own Royal West Ken.
Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone, Kent.
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Your Regimental Badge.

APPOINTED AND APPROVED
TAILORS AND OUTFITTERS

GARRARD & CO. LTD.

to the

QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT
REGIMENT

Stockists
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the

approved

pattern

(formerly The Goldsmiths
Silversmiths Company Ltd.) have

for many years specialised
in the production of
badge jewellery.

Shirts,

Regimental and Golf Ties, Blazer Badges, etc.
Civil and Military Requirements
forwarded upon requoat

12, M I D D L E R O W , M A I D S T O N E
Phone 3575
Royal West Kent Regiment
White and Yellow Gold and Enamel

White and Yellow Gold cr.d CnameJ

Home £9.2.6
E port £6.17.6

Home £17,17.6
Export £13.2.6

Here is illustrated the badge
of your Regiment,
fashioned into a brooch, and
produced in gold and enamel.
If desired, these very attractive
brooches can he set with
diamonds or other precious stones
for which designs and estimates

Always choose the best—

are submitted without charge.
Great care is taken to ensure
correctness of detail, and expert
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workmanship is assured.
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SILVERSMITHS COMPANY LTD.

112 REGENT STREET
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