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Are YOU Leaving the Regiment ?
If you wish to live in the Greater London Area we
can help you obtain good employment.

Join The United Services Corps
(established over 50 years)

A nonprofit making organisation for the sole pur
pose of obtaining sound employment for ExService
men of good character.
Over 2,000 members in full employment.
We have more offers of regular employment than
we have members, examples of which are :
COMMISSIONERS
OFFICE MESSENGERS
EXHIBITION
AND CLERKS
ATTENDANTS, ETC.
LIFT ATTENDANTS
CLUB PORTERS
STAFF SUPERVISORS
TIME KEEPERS
CLERK MESSENGERS
CLUB STEWARDS
RECEPTION CLERKS
FACTORY POLICE
GATE KEEPERS
STOREKEEPERS
CARETAKERS
WATCHMEN

LET

US HELP

YOU

Good prospects for young N.C.O.'s and men.
A pply to or visit the secretary :

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED SERVICES CORPS
19, Hand Court, Holborn, W.C.I
Telephone: CHA

2307/8

Holborn Underground

Tel.: R EGENT 5 9 1 5

J B JOHNSTONE
/HMlitan? ant> /UMit'ti bailor
ant) JGreecbcs /ibalier
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35 SACKV1LLE ST., LONDON

Specially

Appointed

Queen's

Own
Kent

to

Royal

is needed . . .
Y o u m a y t h i n k it is u n b e l i e v a b l e that
t h e r e a r e still m a n y cases of great h a r d s h i p
a m o n g e x  s o l d i e r s a n d their d e p e n d a n t s that
c a n n o t b e helped by official s c h e m e s of
relief, but it is a t r u e fact.
T h e A r m y Benevolent F u n d is t h e
parent b o d y of all regimental charities a n d
provides financial aid to those charities
w h i c h g i v e personal attention to i n d i v i d u a l
cases i n n e e d a n d cases of real h a r d s h i p
w h e r e it is impossible t o raise life a b o v e a
bare restricted existence.
Y o u r h e l p is badly n e e d e d because
t h e calls o n t h i s F u n d a r e i n c r e a s i n g
considerably.
Please give all y o u c a n afford a s a t o k e n
of gratitude to t h e m e n w h o g a v e s o m u c h
for y o u .

SUPPPORT THE

ARMY BENEVOLENT

The

FUND

West

Regiment

Patron: HIS LATE MAJESTY THE KINO

Also

holds special appointments

to

many

other

Regiments, and is extensively patronised by Officers
in every brand: of Her Majesty's Service, both at
home and abroad.

G Donations may be sent to The President. The Arm)
Benevolent Fund, 20 Grosvenor Place. London. S.W.I
or paid Into any Bank In Great Britain or N. Ireland
Registered Under The War Charities Act. 1940
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THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT (50th and 97th)
"Quo Fas et Gloria ducunt." The Sphinx superscribed "Egypt."
The White Horse of Kent with motto " Invicta."
"Vimiera," "Corunna," "Almarez," "Vittoria," "Pyrenees," "Nive," "Orthes," "Peninsula," "Punniar," "Moodkee,"
"Ferozeshah," "Aliwal," "Sobraon," "Alma," "Inkerman," "Sevastopol," "Lucknow," "New Zealand," "Egypt, 1882,"
"Nile, 188485," "South Africa, 190002," "Afghanistan, 1919."
The Great War—18 Battalions.—"Mons," "Le Cateau," "Retreat from Mons," "Marne, 1914," "Aisne, 1914," "La Bassee, 1914,"
"Messines, 1914, '17," "Ypres, 1914, '15, '17, '18," "Hill 60," "Gravenstafel," "St. Julien," "Frezenberg," "Loos,"
"Somme, 1916, '18," "Albert, 1916, '18," "Bazentin," "Delville  Wood," "Foziers," "Guillemont," "FlersCourcelette,"
"Morval," "Thiepval," "Le Transloy," "Ancre Heights," "Ancre, 1916, '18," "Arras, 1917, '18," "Vimy, 1917," "Scarpe, 1917,"
"Oppy," "Pilcken," "Langemarck, 1917," "Menin Road," "Polygon Wood," "Broodseinde," "Passchendaele," "Cambrai,
1917, '18," "St. Quentin," "Rosieres," "Avre," "Villers Bretonneux," "Lys," "Hazebrouck," "Kemmel," "Ameins," "Bpaume,
1918," "Hindenburg Line," "Epehy," "Canal du Nord," "St. Quentin Canal," "Courtrai," "Selle," "Sambre," "France and
Flanders, 191418," "Italy, 191718," "Suvla," "Landing at Suvla," "Scimitar Hill," J'Gallipoli, 1915," "Rumani," "Egypt,
191516," "Gaza," "El Mughar," "Jerusalem," "Jericho," "Tell 'Asur," "Palestine, 191718," "Defence of Kut el Amara,"
'Sharqac," "Mesopotamia, 191518."
Second World War—"Defence of The Escaut," "Foret de Nieppe," "NorthWest Europe, 1940," "Alam el Haifa," "El Alamein,"
"Djebel Abiod," "Djebel Azzag, 1942," "Oued Zarga,". "Djebel Ang," "Medjez Plain," "Longstop Hill, 194*3," "Si Abdallato," "North
Africa, 194243," "CLenturipe," "Monte Rivoglia," "Sicily, 1943,". "Termoli," "San Salvo," "The Sangro," "Romagnoli," "Impos
sible Bridge," "Villa Grande," "Cassino," "Castle Hill," "Liri" Valley," "Piedimonte Hill," "Trasimene Line," "Arezzo," "Advance
to Florence" "Monte Scalar!," "Casa Fortis," "Rimini Line," "Savio Bridgehead," "Monte Pianoereno," "Monte Spaduro,"
"The Senio," "Argenta Gap," "Italy, 194345," "Greece, 194445," "Leros," "Malta, 194042," "North Arakan," "Razabll," "Mayu
Tunnels," "Defence of Kohima," "Taungtha," "Sittang, 1945," "Burma, 194345."
_
ColonelinChief : H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., GJ3.E.
Colonel of the Regiment: MajorGeneral D. E. B. Talbot, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O, M.C.
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O.C., Regimental Depot, Major G. U. Weymouth, MJ.E.i
Allied Regiments of the Canadian Army :
1st Bn., Royal New Brunswick Regiment—ColonelinChief : H.M. The Queen.
The Essex and Kent Scottish Regiment.
Allied Regiment of the New Zealand Forces:
The Canterbury Regiment.
1st

Regular and Territorial Battalions :
Bn. (50th and 97th Foot)
Moore Barracks, Shorncliffe.
4th/5th Bn. (T.A.)—Tonbridge.
Units of the Army Cadet Force affiliated:
1st A.C.F. Bn., Tunbndge Wells.

.

"The Queen'sOwniGazette" is published monthly.

Subscription : The rates, payable in advance to the Editor, are as follows : Officers, 9/ per annum, post free; Other
Ranks, 5/ per annum, post free.
The Editor is always glad to receive articles and items of news suitable for publication, and acknowledges with thanks
photographs reproduced in this journal from the Kent Messenger. Address MSS direct to the Editor, The Barracks. Maidstone.
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^Editorial
In reply to a telegram of greeting addressed to our
ColonelinChief, Her Royal Highness The Duchess of Kent
on the occasion of her birthday, the following reply was
received by the Colonel of the Regiment.
" Please give my sincere thanks to All Ranks Past 
and Present of my Regiment for their very kind message
on my birthday."
Marina, ColonelinChief.
*

*
*
We offer our most sincere congratulations to the
Colonel of the Regiment, MajorGeneral D. E. B. Talbot,
C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C., on the award of the C.B. in the
New Year's Honours List.
*

*

*

*

The Chairman of the Past and Present Association
received a Christmas Card from our ColonelinChief, con
veying Her Royal Highness's best wishes to all members of
the Association, and he sent a card to Her Royal Highness
on behalf of the members of the Association.
*

*

*

*

The Colonel of the Regiment wishes to acknowledge
with thanks the receipt of Christmas Cards from the Lon
don j Bromley and Maidstone Branches.


*

*

*

Forthcoming Events
May 13th—At Home, Savoy Hotel. Regimental Dinner,
United Services' Club.
July 16th, 18th, 20th and 21st—Maidstone Cricket Week.
July 17th—22nd Annual Reunion (subject to confirmation).
1

Social and Personal
recently a War Office directive abolished the
QUITE
timehonoured punishment of " C.B."—not that it mat

tered much as the days of "Pack Drill" ceased to exist more
or less for a considerable time.
There are always exceptions to rules and in this case we
are very happy to announce that our Colonel, Major
General D. E. B. Talbot, has been awarded another kind of
" C.B." in the New Year Honours List: We offer him our
warmest congratulations and wish him many years to
wear it.
$

*

*

#

*

" Loitering with intent"—I got my notebook out,
licked my pencil and proceeded to warn the accused that
anything he might say would be taken down in writing and
used against him at his trial. I had another look at the
accused and happily discovered it was that stalwart of the
11th (Lewisham) Battalion, Deputy Chief Constable Jenkins,
K.C.C., so having replaced " me notebook," offered him my
apologies and reversed the mat to read "welcome."
In a Branch of the Regimental Association noted for
its loyalty to its old Unit and associates, I can think of no
one more loyal than (as he modestly describes himself)
" Private " Jenkins.
It was a great pleasure to have him with us, even for
such, a short visit, and hope he will take, advantage of the
" Freedom of the Office " more often.
We offer our heartiest congratulations to Major and

Mrs. R. Brown, of New Road, South Darenth, who cele
brated their Golden Wedding recently. We wish them* both
long life and future happiness.
#

*s

41

We offer our congratulations to Tony Heatly, who was
selected to represent the Army against Sandhurst last month,
at hockey.
*

*

*

*

At the close of the Old Year, Timber Marchant put in
an appearance with "The Thing."
He called in en route to Battersea after having visited
the 1st Bn. For our edification he recorded a speech by
Lt.Col. (Twink) Gw'illiam and a series of musical items
made by the Band of the Battalion under Bandmaster
Watkins.
In a burst of modesty, Timber suggested that a note
should appear in the Q.O.G. to the effect that everyone
should make it their business to listen to the doings on his
contraption (so now you have been warned).
In a further burst of notsomuchmodesty he recorded
(verbally) that some years ago LtCoL A. A. Eason dished
him up 7 days' C.B. I don't know what it was for, but,
knowing both Timber and Col. Eason, I feel that 7 years'
HI. would, have been a more suitable award.
For the information of everyone, the items which he
recorded at Shomcliffe, in addition to Col. Gwilliams'
speech, covered Piping Dinners, Regimental Quick Step and
Slow March and other items covering customs of the
Battalion.
*

*

«

*

Among many letters received over the Christmas season
we heard from our old Colonel—Brigadier N. I. Whitty.
We are pleased to note that he is still happy in Southern
Rhodesia and we wish him and Mrs. Whitty a Happy and
Prosperous New Year.
*

*

$
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The British Legion informs us that Mr. A. Toms, who is
67, has been admitted to Maurice House, Westgate, as a
permanent resident, where we hope he will spend many
more years in comfort.
*

*

*

*

We also had the pleasure of a visit from an old soldier
of the Regiment by the name of Mr. W. Gregg, who joined
the Regiment in 1899 and served under the Regimental
Number 5602. He now resides at Stamshore, Portsmouth.
He was visiting his son (a Royal Engineer at Chatham)
when he was overcome with nostalgia and decided to visit
Maidstone and the scene of his square bashing days. He
visited the Museum and made some comments on the
changes in Barracks. He appeared to enjoy his visit and
departed with his memories, and the Q.O.G.
*

. *

*

if

Harry Maxlow came in for his 18811914 History. He
could only spend a short time with us as he was anxious to
get. back to work at the G.P.O., where he lives in luxury and
spends his time counting up the P.M.G.'s illgotten gains
(the Accounts Department).
We will, no doubt, see him again fairly often.
*

*

*

*

Lt.Col. C. A. Collard is now on his return journey to
Nyasaland. He embarked on the "Pretoria Castle" on
21st January, after spending a couple of weeks in Switzer
land. We wish him Bon Voyage.
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The Colonel's Book hasn't done so well since before
Christmas, and the only names recorded are: —
2nd Lt. Barnes, 1 R.W.K.
Capt. J. B. Ogilvie, 4/5 R.W.K.
2nd Lt. R. F. Schooling, 1 R.W.K.
" Haul up the ladder, Jack "—Capt. Fletcher signed off
en route for Camberley. His notes in the marginal column
is " Depot Holdee " (By the Grace of God).
*

*

*

*

TAIL PIECES—
(a) No offers have been received for a vendor's pitch.
(b) You won't find out what Timber Marchant got his
7 days' C.B. for, but you will find a whale of a lot of interest
ing matter in Lt.Col. Chaplin's History, 18811914. Ten
boh if you collect it or 11 bob if we send it to you.
(c) To anyone who reads this column (if anyone does)
a Happy and Prosperous New Year.
T.P.M.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
The Editor acknowledges with thanks receipt of the
following Regimental Journals and Magazines :—
The Dragon
The Globe and Laurel
The Tank
The R.A.O.C. Journal
St. George's Gazette
White Horse & Fleur de Lys
The Wasp & Eagle
British Legion Journal
Empire
The Owl
The Wish Stream

REGIMENTAL
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BADGES

The badge is made of heavily chromeplated metal with
the cap badge set in a background of the Regimental
Colours in vitreous enamel.


BIRTH
TALBOT.—On December 29th, 1959, at the Military Hos
pital, Colchester, to Barbara (nee Pyper), wife of
Major General Dennis Talbot, a daughter.

MARRIAGE
BROWN—HILTON.—On January 5th, 1910, at St. Mary's
Church, Dover, Robert A. W. Brown, The Queen's
Own R.W. Kent Regt., to Bessie L. Hilton. Present
address: 34, New Road, South Darenth, Dartford.

DEATHS
TAYLOR.—On December 24th, 1959, suddenly, Major
Horace Taylor, M.C., T.D., aged 53 years, at Nymet
Farm, Bow, Devon, formerly of Ightham, Kent, dearly
loved husband of Stephanie and father of Edward.
Cremation private.
BREDON.—On January 3rd, 1960, in London, Major A. S.
Bredon, late The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regt.,
beloved father of Alice Bunbury.
BALL.—On December 20th, 1959, at
Avenue, Northfieet, the death
Richard Thomas Ball, aged 68
The Queen's Own during World

his home, 24, Huntley
took place of Mr.
years. He served in
War 1.

CHASTF.NEUF.—In a letter to Alf Waterman, Mr.
(Hookey) Walker stated that Alf E. Chasteneuf passed
away on the 29th November, 19.59. Unfortunately we
have been unable to ascertain further details of his
death.

The cost is 26/9 post free.—Apply to The Editor,
" Queen's Own Gazette," Regimental Headquarters, The
Barracks, Maidstone.
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OBITUARY
MAJOR A. S. BREDON
BREDON — Major Alexander Surtees Bredon, who was
affectionately' known by his many friends as " Boss,"
died in London on the 3rd January, 1960, at the age of
74. He was commissioned into the 3rd Prince of Wales
Yorks Regiment (Militia) in 1904, and was gazetted
into The Queen's Own in 1908. He served with the
2nd Battalion,, in Mesopotamia during the first World
War, and with the 1st Battalion in India from 1919
until he retired in 1935. On the outbreak of the second
World War he came back from the Reserve and was
employed at the War Office.
He had a very happy disposition, nothing ever ruffled
him, he possessed a great sense of humour and was
extremely kind hearted. He will be sadly missed by
his many friends.



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
323, Scarboro Road,
Toronto, Ont.,
Canada.
December 20th, 1959.
Dear Sir,—In the November issue of the Q.O.G. in
the article on Regimental Customs you raise the question
of the playing of Rule Britannia by the Band.
I was batman to. Col. Maunsell in Malta, 19041906,
and was frequently on mess duty on guest nights and the
Band always played Rule Britannia immediately before
the Regimental Marches.
However, they never seemed to play it when playing
to the other ranks or on public engagements, so it seems
as if the playing of it on guest nights had some special
reference to the Officers of the Regiment.
A matter I would like enlightenment on is when did
the Regiment start to celebrate Sevastopol Day, as during
my seven years peacetime service in the Regiment it was
never observed. Seeing the Lanes. Fus. celebrate their "Min
den Day" and the Northumberland Fus. their "St. George's
Day," both of which Regiments served with us in Malta
and Dover respectively, I used to think it a matter of regret
that we had no regimental day to observe.
Regarding amalgamation, I presume no decision has
yet been reached regarding allied Regiments. Here in
Toronto we have a very fine Regiment of the Canadian
Army, The Queen's Own Rifles, which had a most distin
guished record in both World Wars. Its 1st Battn. is at
present serving in Germany, while its 2nd Battn. is a militia
Battn. here in Toronto. They are allied to the Buffs and
use the Buffs Regimental March, and have a Book of
Remembrance in Canterbury Cathedral. I hope when
amalgamation takes place they will be allied with the new
Regiment.
In conclusion I would like to wish all the "old sweats"

of the 1st and 2nd Battns., who may remember me from
France and Mesopotamia days, the best of good luck for
the coming year.
Yours truly,
F. W. CANNON (Ex Sergt. 7915).

20, Shirley Avenue,
Croydon.
January 4th, 1960.
Dear Sir, You have from time to time given promin
ence to the desire of the 11 th Battn. to erect a memorial
in their Garrison Church at Catford to commemorate their
association with the Metropolitan Borough of Lewisham
wherein the Battn. was raised early in 1915.
The scheme envisages a pair of stained glass windows,
one depicting the White Horse of Kent and the other a
soldier of the 19141918 period standing in an attitude of
reverence with arms reversed.
Sketches are being prepared by a professional artist
and the required sum of £220 has now reached the mark
of £186. How difficult it is to raise the last £34! Every
known source has been tapped and I am making this last
appeal for assistance from your wide circle of readers.
There must be many old soldiers who were in the 11th at
some time, or were associated with Catford and Lewisham,
who may not yet have heard of the project. May I there
fore appeal to them to contribute their mite?
The 11th (last to receive reinforcements early in 1918)
is fast fading out, but we want to leave behind us some
tangible reminder of the onetime existence of the Queen's
Own Royal West Kent Regiment (itself on the point of
individual extinction) in Lewisham where we once enjoyed
so much honour, fame and prestige.
Will anyone help? The unveiling and dedication are
to take place on Saturday, 5th November, next.
Yours faithfully,
ARTHUR BUDDELL,
Chairman.
P.S. I must record, with immense gratitude, the fact
that the Regiment has already donated a sum of £10.

TYPEWRITERS
and
ALL OFFICE SUPPLIES

RAWLINGS (KENT) LTD.
133 WEEK STREET
Phone
MAIDSTONE
3403
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FOUR GENERATIONS OF
BROWNS SERVED IN THE
OLD REGIMENT

J

UST before the turn of the century Private Bob Brown
used to clean the boots of Corporal Percy Walker.
Percy was a gym instructor in the famous 2nd Battalion
Royal West Kent Regiment, and Bob was his storeman.
Bob was married at St. Mary's, Dover, on January 5th,
1910, and Percy was best man. Percy eventually became
regimental sergeant major, but Bob was a major when he
retired in 1919 after 22 years with the regiment.
Percy retired after 25 years service.
Apart from reunion dinners. Bob and Percy had not
met since 1912 until this week.
So about 60 years later, Major R. (" Bob ") Brown,
M.C., now aged 78, turned the tables on Mr. Percy W.
Walker, M.S.M., aged 77, of Maidstone. Percy has cleaned
the major's shoes ready for the major's golden wedding
anniversary today.
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Major Brown's two sons served with the regiment for
seven years. Lieut.Col. R. W. H. Brown was cut off on the
Somme during the retreat to Dunkirk in World War II, but
escaped through the German lines. He is now a director
of John Dewar and Sons Ltd., Distillers, London. Major
E. C. F. Brown, his brother, lost a leg in Burma in 1945, and
is now Conservative agent at Canterbury.
97 YEARS
Thus, four generations of the family served a total of
97 years with the famous Kent regiment.
At Hythe, in 1907, Major Bob Brown had the distinction
of leading the list of musketry and machinegun instructors
of the British Army.
Serving in France. Belgium and Italy in World War I
he was awarded the Military Cross for gallantry on the
Somme, and a bar to the decoration at Plate Becque. He
was twice mentioned in dispatches for his work on the
Menin Road.
All Major Brown's six brothers served with the British
Army during World War I. Two were killed in action.
One of his sisters, Mrs. Anita Blackemore, B.E.M., who
now lives at Halifax, served in World War I as a sister in
the Territorial Army.
On his retirement from the Army in 1919, Major Bob
Brown was employed by the London Municipal Society and
was its secretary for 15 years until his retirement in
December, 1947.
£Bi|linillinilllllllHlllinillllHI!llllllll!BIIIIHI!HIIII:BIIIIIBIIIIfll!!!iai!llHIIIIHillHIIIIH!llll0iii

HISTORY
OF

THE
ROYAL
Photo by Messrs. Jonn lopnam.

Major and Mrs. R. Brown
FLEW OVER
Major Brown's brother, 72yearold Colonel A.
Malcolm ('"Buster") Brown. O.B.E., V.D., of Vancouver,
flew to England specially to attend his brother's golden wed
ding celebrations. He served with the Canadian Army in
World Wars I and II.
Major Brown's wife, Mrs. Bess Brown, is the daughter
of a soldier and was born on Gibraltar.
Born at Mullingar. West Meath, Ireland, Major Brown
ran away from home at the age of 16 and joined the Royal
Marines. Later, he was transferred to the Royal West
Kent Regiment.
His father, a former R.S.M., and his grandfather, for
mer sergeantmajor, served 22 and 39 years respectively
with the Royal West Kent Regiment,

by

QUEEN'S

OWN

W E ST KENT REGIMENT
1920—1950
LT.-COL. H. D. CHAPLIN

PRICE

(including

PRICE

(including

packing and

postage) 12/

1881—1914
packing and

postage) 11/

A Short Account of its Origins, Service and
Campaigns, 1756-1956. Price 1/- post free
Copies can be obtained from :—

REGIMENTAL HEADQUARTERS,
THE BARRACKS,
MAIDSTONE,
KENT.
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News

from

i st BATTALION

T

HE few entries in the
diary of events which we
keep — or rather, have kept
for us — for the purpose of
compiling these notes give the
impression that very little of
note has taken place during
December. Nothing could be
further from the truth because
it has been a very busy time
indeed for all of us.
The first of the month
saw the final leave parties re
turn and we began at once to
get down to both administra
tion and training as hard as
we could. The administration
not only because we had a lot
to tidy up but also because
our Annual Inspection looms
ahead at the end of January.
Training because we have a
lot to learn to make us com
petent in our new role.
Much of the training has been directed at getting every
one fit and most of the Battalion have been out on road
walks and runs and route marches of increasing length. It
would hardly be true to say that these have been popular,
but those who have been training hard will feel the benefit
when we come to carry out exercises later in the year.
Particularly hard work was done by the Junior Officers
and N.C.Os." Cadre, which ran for two weeks, ending just
in time for Christmas Dinner. They covered a large part
of the County during this time whilst engaged in raiding
exercises. The students are to be congratulated on their
performance on a variety of tasks ingeniously devised by
Major Pat Eigood with the aid of Major Geoff Winstanley,
Mr. Chris Champion, Mr. John Holman, Sgt. Dawson and
others. The finale was the successful penetration of a R.A.F.
Station, who gave their very willing cooperation.
There have been the customary number of comings and
goings during the month. We have said au revoir to Mr.
John Durtnell, who has left to learn something very techni
cal about air photographs ; to Mr. Ham Whitty, who has
left us for a tour at The Depot ; and to Mr. Ted Taylor,
who has surrendered the Mortar Platoon to take over duties
as A.D.C. to The Colonel of the Regiment. We welcome
Mr. Peter Moffit, R.A.M.C., as our Medical Officer (Sgt.
Doc. Roberts claims him as his 17th): Mr. Mike Smith, who,
having initiated Mr. Taylor into the mysteries of A.D.C.
manship. is himself at Netheravon being initiated into the

Battalions :
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mysteries of the 3 inch Mortar ; Mr. Roger Schooling, who
has joined us from Mons O.C.S.
On attachment have been Mr. R. Hannaford, R.A.E.C.,
to find out something about the Infantry (which we hope he
did by taking his place on the cadre) ; Mr. Issian Ekanem
of The Queen's Own Nigeria Regiment, to find out some
thing about running the M.T. (which we know he did
because he passed his driving test). We were very glad to
have them with us and hope they enjoyed their stay.
Continuing through our diary we find that the next
recorded event is on 13th December — Sgt. Brown's birth
day. We are not quite sure how this crept in, but it may
be because Sgt. Brown keeps the diary.
On the following day we received a visit from our Bri
gade Commander, Brigadier Jackson, who toured barracks,
addressed all ranks on our role in his Brigade and met
Officers, Warrant Officers and Sergeants.
Another visit which we welcomed was from the Com
mander Home Counties District, Major General Gleadell,
who paid an informal call chiefly to see what our Works
Services problems were.
Colonel Henley and Colonel Burge from The Infantry
Record Office, Exeter, visited the Battalion on the occasion
of the halfyearly postings meeting and Colonel Henley
talked to the Warrant Officers and Sergeants, clearing up a
number of queries and making it obvious to us that The
Record Office takes a very close personal interest in soldiers'
careers.
Christmas was soon upon us and one of the early signs
was a search party consisting of C.S.M. Heyfron (O i/c
Children's Party) and Sgt. Coleman (S. Clausdesignate)
scouring Kent for Outfits, Father Christmas, complete with
beard (Sgt. Coleman having had permission to ungrow) one.
Some 150 children finally assembled in the Junior Ranks
Club (!) where they began the party by seeing a film show
presented by Corporal Kemp E. (or was it V.?). This was
followed by an excellent tea arranged by the N.A.A.F.I.
Manageress, Mrs. Bryan, with music by the Band. After
various games organised by various willing helpers, Santa
Claus made his traditional entry via the chimney, presents
were distributed and rather tired children and even more
tired parents departed for home. The Party was made pos
sible by a contribution from the Battalion funds and by
generous subscriptions from the Wives' Club and the various
Messes. Thanks are due to the Sergeant's Mess for organ
ising the affair.
It is of interest to note that the last Christmas which
saw the Battalion at home was 1950. It is therefore hardly
surprising that everyone who could be spared was given
leave over Christmas. Accordingly the formal Christmas din
ner took place in the Soldiers' Mess on 22nd December.
The valiant efforts of Mr. Durtnell, S.Q.M.S. Thompson and
the Battalion Cooks were not in vain. An excellent meal
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had been prepared and was served in accordance with tradi
tion by the Officers, Warrant Officers and Sergeants, who
made up by their enthusiasm for their inexperience as
waiters.
Christmas greetings were received by the Battalion
from many friends, old and new and the Christmas Card
from our ColonelinChief gave us particular pleasure.
January is now with us ; with the arrival of our winter
clothing and new equipment, the tempo of training in
creases ; preparations for the Annual Inspection occupy
much of our time ; we hope it will stop raining.
We wish all members of the Regiment, past and present
a happy and prosperous New Year.

"A" C O M P A N Y
So much has been happening just recently that a brief
resume of the changes that have taken place seems to be
required.
Of the " top brass " in the company, Capt. Dodson is
now back to ' D ' Company as Company Commander, a job
he last held in Germany, about five years ago, and we trust
that he will be as successful there as he was in 'A' Company.
He now, of course, has added responsibilities, being the
proud owner of a small infant, designated in the Vocabulary
of Army Ordnance Stores as a Dodson Mk. I. It is further
described as an alimentary canal with a loud voice at one
end and no sense of responsibility at the other.
Captain Craven is now lounging around in the Depot,
awaiting posting, having finally convinced the authorities
that Rhodesia is the place to soldier ; and Lieutenant Col
gate is trying his luck as a birdman at Aldershot before his
release. I suppose he is one of the few people who could
guarantee to pass the preliminary " bashing" that is in
volved, and we hope to see him shortly with his wings
sprouting. A genuine case of " Nearer my God to thee." !
C.S.M. Bradshaw, that hardy warhorse, has left us,
after a very long spell with the Battalion. So long in fact,
that he was looked on as a permanent fixture. He is now
exercising his talents at The Depot, teaching them how it
should be done.
In place of all the losses we have some gains, in the per
sons of 2/Lt. Pickering (No. 2 Platoon) and 2/Lt. Gerelli
(No. 3 Platoon), and last but not least. C.S.M. Levett, whose
promotion is welcomed by all, and his posting by 'A' Com
I
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pany in particular. His appearance in boots was noted
but NOT commented on by the company.
Before leaving Cyprus, the company was reorganised
into two platoons, but now that we have some more men :
Ptes. Roberts, Green, Newman, Freak, Stratford, George,
Goulding, Carney, Tidy, Rutherford and Bagley, we are
back to three platoons again.
Sgt. Cass, who has also recently joined the company,
is looking down his nose a bit at the men in his platoon. He,
bieng a very old soldier, is firmly convinced that they are all
schoolboys and should be wearing short pants.
Training is in full swing now and consists mainly of
marching, map reading and weapon handling. The Company
Commander is seriously considering sending most of the
N.C.O's. back to school. They can't even find their way
by reading signposts.
L/Cpls. Blunt and Boyd, the company's long distance
men, are now back from Birmingham, having competed in
the " News of the World "110 Mile Race. They were doing
very well up to the halfway mark, but then cramp and
" footsoreness " put them out.
As Christmas is now behind us its too late to wish you
a Merry One, but we can wish you a Happy New Year from
the right of the line and cream of the Battalion.
Demob. Happy

" C " COMPANY
Company Headquarters
Our excuse for not writing any Q.O.G. notes for last
month is simply that we were making the most of our hard
earned leave and no scribe was available to recount our
deeds.
We have, therefore, a considerable period to cover in
these notes beginning from where we last wrote at Waynes
Keep Transit Camp, Nicosia. No. 8 Platoon provided the
most memorable event by winning the InterPlatoon Foot
ball Competition. Representing the Battalion they beat
a Waynes Keep side 4—2 in a game which was most ex
citing to watch, thus proving our stamina had not detiorated
during our ten days rest in transit. On second thoughts this
is not quite correct. Our stay at Waynes Keep was fore
cast as an opportunity to be spent playing sport and
generally resting, but for most people it was little better than
10 days duty company. Enormous fatigue parades returned
to CBS Camp every day to carry on the work of demolish
ing and clearing up the Camp.
Numerous people who had been on detachment were
posted into the Company prior to our departure thus caus
ing the clerks to make many trips to various departments to
amend our rolls. Pte. Nixey kept us on tenterhooks when
he failed ,to arrive from B.M.H. Dhekelia until just 20
minutes before the Battalion left for Limassol.
Our trips home on H.M.T. Devonshire was uneventful
for some, and for those who were sea sick an experience to
be forgotten. But it was certainly not uneventful for the
ship's barber who must have set a new record for cutting
hair (with regards to quantity rather than quality). As some
people queued for more than three hours this might also
qualify for some sort of record.
The main topic of conversation is 36 and 48 hour leave
passes and the mad rush at weekends reminds one of stories
of the Yukon Gold Rush. It is a sorry sight to see the
barons of the Company leap into or onto their veteran
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machines and roar off at a Stirling Moss pace. Before pre
paring to make the comparatively short journey to his
quarters, the regular soldier is provided with the amusing
spectacle of the unfortunate N.S. man fanatically racing,
at the first sound of the starter's pistol, like a schoolboy
rushing home from school, to catch that vital train and
spend his wages on fares.
The Company Commander, Captain Goodwin, was
away on a course from 1st December until 21st December,
but returned just in time for Christmas. Pte. Schooling has
joined the sturdy bunch in the ollice. Pte. Arnold has relieved
L/Cpl. Beer, the latter having returned to 9 Platoon. N.S.
Group 5801 will be on their way soon and we would like to
put on record our thanks for their hard work whilst they are
still here. Leaving, in this Department, " Chalky"
White, who never failed us on the accounts, and Pte. Pete
Brooker, on the typewriter. Not forgetting Ptes. Read and
Kingsnorth in the Arms Stores. They all put their shoulders
to the wheel in the dark days in Cyprus and it is with a
certain amount of regret that we see them go. We wish you
nothing but good luck. If you work as hard in civilian life
as you did in the Army then you will all deserve success of
your aspirations.
In the absence of the Company Commander and on his
behalf, I wish not only Company Headquarters, but every
single man of the Company a Happy, Prosperous New Year
and Good Luck in 1960.

7 Platoon
A very trying month for the platoon with the majority
of people returning from leave at very irregular intervals.
However, by the end of the month everybody was sadly
back in his place again looking forward to the next 36 hour
pass. Awaiting us upon our return were a couple of raw
recruits, namely Ptes. Phillips and Thornton. We
hope their stay with us will be pleasant and we know it wili
be long. We also hope they will be able to put up with all
the Cyprus Campaign stories from the veterans. We also
bade farewell to one of our clan, an El Cap hero, Pte. Tug
well, better known as "Tug the doggie".
Around the platoon lines can be found various modes of
transport, to wit one vintage Riley, colour British racing
green, saddled by that veteran of many breakdowns and
hard luck stories, Mr. Clinch. There is also a Sergeant who
insists on parking his Electric Razor outside the block, next
to Streaky's limousine.
Training during the month has mostly centred around
getting fit again after leave and has taken the form of many
route marches and road runs (watch out, Dr. Babs, we're
after your record). There has also been a certain amount
of weapon training and just a couple of Drill Parades (Oh,
my aching feet).
The weather lately has been so typically English, noth
ing but rain and more rain, very demoralising for us outdoor
types. On the whole it has been a month oLreorganising the
platoon and getting back into the groove again.
Ted's Layabouts
(Ex Lucky Seven)

8 Platoon
After a good stretch of leave the Platoon has finally
completely returned. A few of our number have experienced
the discomforts of the new system of Army punishment —
it hurts me more than it hurts you, etc. As we might have
expected the accommodation was in a bad condition and

just after our arrival the blocks, and the residents in many
cases, received their first coat of distemper for many years.
Some of us have now completed our third move and hope it
can now be called a day. Our next little thought will be
for the poor thankless painters who arrive to paint the
blocks in midJanuary.
We got down to work almost immediately after arrival
and have seen a lot of the countryside already. Not to men
tion the fresh sea breezes that whistle round our knees at
Reveille. The residence could almost be called " Sea View "
if one had a parachute ! This week we had an interesting
map march and the only person mislaid at the finish of the
exercise was a certain officer — no names, no pack drill.
At present we are in the throes of Duty Company,
which seems to be more comfortable than it was in Cyprus.
The old soldiers made their claim to fame when we wel
comed three new faces to the Platoon from the Depot via
"B' Company, Ptes. Kibble, Pittman and Titcomb. After a
short spell of medical attention Pte. Dean has returned
looking none the worse for his harrowing experience, while
Pte. Scutt only narrowly avoided leaving us for good in a
little accident concerning a two wheeled missile and a
large green bus.
To the sound of roaring engines and padding feet we
leave for the weekend — meanwhile Best Wishes to all
for 1960.

9 Platoon
On return from our disembarkation leave the platoon
once more came back into separate existence and the old
hands extricated themselves from the depth of 8 Platoon
with joyful hearts. After about 3 moves from one block to
another, one in the distempery, we have finally settled down
in our new home in M.oore Barracks, Shorncliffe.
March, march and marching up and down and round
and round the roads and lanes of Kent is now the order of
the day and sometimes half the night. However, we can't
deny that it keeps us fit and that already we are much fitter
than we ever were in Cyprus.
Cpls. Lowe and Berry are on a Battalion Cadre at the
moment which they assure us is so strenuous that our train
ing is like child's play by comparison. We hope they survive
and wish them luck and that they get some good results.
Welcome to L/Cpl. Beer from his steady in the stores,
and to Ptes. Agius, Parker, Battell, Reddick and Saunderson,
the latter three from the Depot and the two old soldiers.
Welcome also to our new Platoon Commander, 2/Lt.
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Schooling. May he soon fall in step with us and we hope
he will find he has command of the best Platoon in the
Company.
Happy New Year.

The Ratters

" D " COMPANY
Since we last published any notes there have been many
changes in the Company. Lt. Taylor has left to become
A.D.C. to the Colonel of the Regiment, and 2/Lt. Whitty to
the Depot. Captain Dodson and 2/Lt. Gillingham have
joined the Company as have two drafts. We have said
goodbye to Cpl. Baker who has left the Army to take up
employment with British Railways. Sgt. Shoebridge has
gone into hospital and at the time of writing it looks as
though he will be spending Christmas there.
However, despite the new faces and the missing old
ones, life goes on in much the same pattern. Many members
of the Company are finding that their feet aren't hard at
all and one wintry and bone chilling day on Hythe Ranges
gave us a foretaste of things to come. The next month will
be spent largely preparing for the Administrative Inspection
but apart from this, life, in the U.K. strategic reserve does
NOT sound as though it is going to be dull.
By the time that these notes are published it will be
too late to wish anyone a Merry Christmas, but let us wish
all past and present members of ' D ' Company, a very
Happy New Year.

10 Platoon
After a month's leave we have returned to training.
Gone are N.A.A.F.I, breaks at " Bludnuts," and buns from
the Charwallah.
Now with new members of the Platoon we tramp the
country for miles around. On other days we go map read
ing ; and on some nights we do compass work. All this is
in preparation for an amphibious landing we will practice
in March. Unfortunately, by then we will have lost a large
number of people. Most immediately Cpl. Baker D., L/Cpls.
Nesbitt and Ward.
Our new members are Ptes Arnold. Cook, Gilbert,
Murray, Pink, Selwood, Tabbs and Twaites. They are most
welcome and can no doubt be entertained by some stories
from " old campaigners."
L/Cpl. Dawkins is having trouble with his about turns ;
as well as doing marches (with rockets) whilst on the N.C.O.
Cadre. When L/Cpl. Dawkins returns we expect great
things of him.
The weekend rush has rather overwhelmed our sporting
activities, though some football has been played on various
afternoons through the week.
All our training is aimed at fitness and by next month
we'll be doing 30 miles a day.
Happy New Year.

12 Platoon
The platoon returned to England with mixed thoughts ;
of the sun and the girls they left behind, of leave in England
and the girls they hoped to find ! By the first of the month
all had returned to the Company, everyone had a good time
and all enjoyed their leave, if the barrack room stories are
to be believed ! Suddenly the stories changed, and " Ouch,
my poor old feet" became the most common cry.

Training had started again, and in the first three weeks,
mainly took the form of route marching. A night map
reading exercises made a change from the routine and on
the Monday before Christmas, with the rest of the Battalion
we all went to Garrison Carol Service.
We welcome in to the fold L/Cpls. Watchous and
Humm and Ptes. Hickson, Bryant, Gillan, McKenna, Red
man and Kennet. We hope they enjoy their stay and believe
all the stories of Cyprus. They are the only men who will !
Finally we take this opportunity of wishing everyone a
Happy New Year.

SUPPORT C O M P A N Y
These notes cover a larger period than usual and much
has happened in this time.
After arriving in England the Battalion went on leave,
and during November reassembled at Shorncliffe. The
Company was greeted by C/Sgt. Levett (now C.S.M. of 'A'
Company), Sgt. Gates, Cpl. Courcha, L/Cpl. Pentney, and
Ptes Lisle and Marsh, who had returned with the Battalion
advance party. Cpl. Ongley, who had left us in June for
demob., was also there to greet us after signing on for
another spell.
Those who have left Support Company include Lt.
Taylor, who is taking over the duties of A.D.C. to the
Colonel of the Regiment ; CjSgt. Levett on promotion to
C.S.M., to whom we offer our congratulations : Cpl. Wat
son, Ptes. Rose, Keep and Rowland, who have finished their
service and to whom we wish all the best in civvy street. In
their place we welcome C/Sgt. RossGower, Sgt. Rickwood,
and two new drafts, Ptes. Adams, Allen, Facey, Kent,
Slaughter, Tomassi, Walmesley, Dufort, Finnelly, Funnell,
Goldthorpe, Irving, Pope, Taylor, 58, Theobald, 23, and
Wells ,53. We wish them all a happy stay with the Company.
Platoon training got under way in December, although
the A/Tank Platoon were not able to do much for the first
two weeks, as they had not got their guns. However, we
are now all complete, and busy getting right up to scratch.
The Company has been out on several route marches, our
longest so far being twenty miles.
Our barrack rooms have just been redecorated, which
has entailed the platoons moving from room to room, to
make way for the decorators. The last room is now com
pleted. and we are glad to be able to settle down in platoon
barrack rooms, and to make ourselves reasonably comfort
able.
Christmas is now over and we are putting all our efforts
into preparing for the administration which is at the end
of January. Once that is over we will be able to relax and
write next month's notes.

H.Q. C O M P A N Y
Now that everybody is back from leave the Company
is once more back in working order and training hard in
readiness for any sudden move the Battalion may make.
The Christmas Spirit is affecting us all and at the moment
we are all looking forward to the Christmas break.
We welcome to the Company Major Blum who has
taken over the duties of Company Commander from Major
Macmillan, who has gone to the Depot as Commanding
Officer. We extend our best wishes to them both in their
new appointments.
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Since returning to U.K. things have not run too
smoothly for the C.S.M. who is at the moment in hospital
suffering from a bad back. He was taken to the hospital
when he collapsed whilst inspecting a man's boots during
the Company Commander's Saturday morning Barrack
Room Inspection. We hope that he will soon be out of
hospital. During his leave he could be seen around the
Company Office keeping an eye on things and chasing the
Clerks to get the piles of work done that had accumulated
whilst they were on leave.
Cpl. Del Curd and Pte. Lightening Thorne both have
very little time left in the Army and at every opportunity
they make it known to all and sundry. L/Cpl. Roger Stan
nard is also becoming an old soldier and doesn't fail to
make it known to Ptes. Bill Watt and Doug Wright who
still have "yonks" to do. The Company Office will be a
real hive of activity until the Administration Inspection in
January after which we hope to settle down into the usual
routine.
Pte. Del Blackman, L/Cpl. Dave Rees and Pte. Ted
Homewood have their hands full at the moment getting
their store up to standard under the watchful eye of C/Sgt.
Tillman. But it is obvious that all this work is getting them
down, as we all know " work " is almost a forbidden word
among storemen. The phrase " we ain't got none " is still
the most common reply one gets when asking for an article.
Well you never know, they may one day have something
we want, but perhaps that is asking for too much.
L/Cpl. Sid Barham and Pte. Steve Stevenson seem to be
keeping astride their work in the Arms Store although little
is seen or heard of them from one day to another.
There doesn't seem to be a great deal more to comment
on, so we will close here and wish one and all a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Consumatum Est

Signal Platoon
The Signal Platoon is now back in proper working
order and cadres and schemes are the order of the day, not
forgetting the odd drill parade and kit inspection.
We would like to congratulate C/Sgt. Gooch on his
promotion and say cheerio to Colours RossGower, who has
left us for the stores ranks of Support Company complete
with boots (did you leave any buckshees, colours '?).
There have been two or three night schemes in which
the old firm, Ptes. Ransom and Atkinson have figured, and
they also played a useful part in an exhibition put on for the
advanced cadre.
Our signal equipment is improving under the super
vision of colours Gooch after the " smashing" journey
from Cyprus. The stores is also looking a lot better for its
recent face lift.
Cpl. Fretter has returned from Hythe with a " C"
grading, so future cadres can expect expert instruction.
Lastly, we say goodbye to Cpl. Ward and Ptes. "Tomp"
Thompson and Tom Lowman and wish them all the best for
the future.

QM Staff
Well, here we are once again and this time back in dear
old Blighty. Firstly, we welcome our new Quartermaster
Lt. E. J. W. Hoggart to our midst and hope that his stay
with us will be a very happy one and that all will go well

for him in the future. Everyone in the Battalion had quite a
considerable leave after coming back from Cyprus, the
majority of the main body of the Q.M. stall having four
weeks while the older soldiers (who boast to everyone that
they have seen quite a bit) five weeks. The night before the
Battalion disembarked from H.M.T. Devonshire, a large
number of Press reporters came aboard and I suppose it
was not surprising therefore that several of the Q.M. staff
had their pictures in the various local papers. In order to
clear up any remaining tangles after the Battalion left
Cyprus a small rear party was formed and two of the Q.M.
staff were included, Sgt. Hope and Cpl. Marchant. As it was
only a small body of men they flew home and, funnily
enough, got to England before the main body. Everyone in
the main party of the Regiment went straight on leave from
the ship and so it was not until the treasured leave had ex
pired that anyone saw the Regiment's new home.
The weather turned typically English and rained when
the Main Body of the Regiment arrived at their new abode,
Moore Barracks, Shorncliffe. It took a considerable time
for everything to get back in its normal stride once again
and the Pioneers of the QM Staff were put to work im
mediately on constructing road signs and getting the odd
jobs about the Barracks in order. New Brigade signs had to
be painted on our new trucks and Pte. Langdal.e our sign
writer didn't know whether he was standing on his head or
his heels he had so much work to do.
The Pioneers found when they arrived back from leave
that they had got quite a good pioneer shop on the out
skirts of the camp to make up for the delapidated tent in
Cyprus, situated well away from the Drill Square, and dare
we say it? Quite a distance from the RSM. The stores
(Clothing Accn. and G1098) are all in the same block
which used to be a Drill Shed. The clothing store is perhaps
not as good as the one in Cyprus but apart from that
everything is in quite good shape. The QM.'s Office is
perhaps the one thing that outshines its counterpart in
Cyprus, for it has just been redecorated and has contem
porary office chairs, with a separate adjoining room for the
new Quartermaster.
We welcome several new members to the staff : Cpl.
" Tom " Alderson, who comes to take charge of the Clothing
Store, Pte. Kerr, a new clerk, Pte. James, the Quartermaster's
Batman, and last but not least two new Armourers, Cfn.
Jones and Herrington, we hope that all of them will have a
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very happy time in the Q.M's. Dept., and ask them not to
start counting the days just yet but leave that to the older
members of the staff. The Sanitary staff are now out of a
job and so they are split up and have two duties to per
form (a) help keep the boilers alight and so keep hot water
in the Billets and (b) see that coal or coke issues are made
each day to the various Companies and Depts. that require
it. Cpl. Marchant, an old stalwart of the Q.M. staff has now
left us for duties in the Officers' Mess and will soon be going
to the Depot to take over the Officers' Mess there, and we
wish him every success in his new venture. Two promo
tions to Lance Corporals have just taken place in the Depart
ment, and we wish them both, L/Cpl. Moss and L/Cpl. Web
ber, all the best in their new positions.
It certainly has been a busy time for everyone these last
few months, but we are glad to say that most things have
gone according to plan and there has been no serious set
backs.
Christmas has come and gone once again and all of us
on the Q.M. staff join together in wishing all our friends a
Prosperous New Year.

Band
With the start of 1960 and our resolutions made, and
some broken already, we would like to commence our notes
by wishing you all a happy and prosperous New Year. To
the bachelors we say beware that they do not get caught by
designing females, for 1960 is a leap year.
Looking back at our last notes I find that we have
fallen very much behind, and so 1 will do a very quick
recap of events.
The Devonshire duly sailed from Cyprus . . . seems an
awful long time ago . . . and we had a somewhat mixed
voyage, with rough seas, calm seas, and frustrations; how
ever we did manage to perform at odd spots of the journey
and seemed to be well received by our fellow voyagers. On
arrival at Southampton, the Royal Artillery Mounted Band
welcomed us, their Director of Music, Capt. Wiilams
M.B.E. was well known to quite a few of us as he was the
Bandmaster of the Gordon Highlanders in Malaya. The
remarks sallying back and forth were not very compli
mentary on either side, but it was good fun and taken in
good part even though it was 4.30 p.m. on a Saturday
afternoon.
Leave over; and it was back to work on the 30th
November with never a dull moment. The Bandmaster
stood over us with a whip, and by Wednesday, 2nd Decem
ber, we felt thai leave was a thing of the past and our only
memories were aching jaws and lips from endless spasms
of long notes and scales. In between all the blowing we
sorted out ourselves,, the Practice /Room, Library and
Stores. The Bandmaster had some trouble finding an office;
however all's well that ends well, and at the time of going
to print we are just about organised.
The Sj'th December saw us making our first per
formance at the Depot for their Administration Inspection
Parade, and we must say that it was like going home to
see all the old faces still around. On 10th December the
Nine piece Dance Band made their debut at the Grand
Hotel, Folkestone, and played for the Silver City Airways
Ball. On the 11th we really knew we were back in England
when we played on parade for the 26th Field Regiment
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Royal Artillery Administrative Inspection and nearly froze
to death. On Thursday, 17th December our own officers
had their first Guest Night and the Band was in attendance.
Friday, the 18th saw Christmas starting when we performed
for the 16th Light AntiAircraft Regiment Carol service
in the Garrison Church.
The Children's Parly was next, on 19th December. We
blew lustily at our repertoire of Christmas tunes, but even
now we are not sure who made the most noise, us or the
little darlings; but a good time seemed to be had by all
Monday, the 21st December was our own Carol service in
the Garrison Church, and the Battalion did it in style by
marching to and from the Church carrying the colours, the
weather was kind to us that day and it was quite pleasant.
This is more than I can say for our next engagement at
the Depot on the 23rd, when we soaked as well as froze at
their Passing Out Parade, our last performance before the
Christmas break. The troops here had their Christmas
dinner on the 22nd December and we played amidst the
the hubbub of clattering plates, tins and discarded Turkey
legs; however our turn came, and we sat down and
thoroughly enjoyed one of the best Christmas dinners we
have ever had in the Army. Congratulations Cookie and
your staff.
The Christmas break over, and it's once again noses to
the grindstone, with the full Dance Orchestra and the
Trumpeters performing at the Star Hotel Maidstone on
New Year's Eve, Corunna night dinner in the Officer's Mess
on the 14th January, the 4/5th Bn. Corunna night dinner
on the 15th January; our own Administrative Inspection
looming up at the end of the month and a host of other
engagements which we will speak about next month.
Since our last notes we have seen quite a few changes
and have said farewell,, to John Day, Ken Drew and Taffy
Davies who have all departed for Civvy Street; we wish them
all the very best of luck and good fortune for the future.
John Day seems to have had the good luck already as we
saw him the other day as the proud owner of a brand new
Sunbeam Rapier. There must be something in this Band
Clerk job somewhere, because L/Cpl. Arthur Healey who
has just taken over is now the owner of a 1957 Prefect, I
expect his next move will be a Jaguar.
Our new arrivals are Bdsm. "Unox" or "Bullie" Bull
from the Brigade Bandmasters Establishment at Canterbury,
Bdsm. "Jona" Jones, "Chris" Maunders and "Spud"
Murphy. They all seem to have settled in well and we hope
that their stay with us will be a long and happy one.
We also welcome back from K.H. Bdsm. "Slurp"
Thompson and would like to congratulate him on his good
report and on winning the Progress prize on the cornet.
Student Bandmaster Ron Sandwell has also brought con
siderable credit to us on his course at Kneller Hall, and
has been appointed as the Band Sergeant Major, Kneller
Hall. He is now fully qualified, and is awaiting his promo
tion to W.O.I and posting to a Regiment as Bandmaster.
Ted Moon has now forsaken the British Army and is the
Director of Music of the Uganda Police.
Bags of long notes this month.
IV, V, I.
FAGGOTT
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M.T. Section
From Cyprus Sunny Mountains to Shorncliffe Breezy
Cliffs. The MT Section has now completely reassembled in
their new quarters and the task of reorganising has begun.
Along with a new issue of waggons, we have a new
issue of drivers. A state of affairs which leaves a lot of
hard work for the MT Section. The offices are knee deep
in paper work, and the vehicle wash down point is usually
knee deep in water. Yet somehow, the section manages to
run as smoothly as ever.
Our new location must be just about the draughtiest
corner of England. Perched on the cliffs above the Channel,
we catch every puff of wind that blows. But as we now live
in solid buildings it isn't too bad. We are lucky enough to
have a large garage in which a lot of trucks can be parked
and a smaller garage for the use of the REME, Technical
Stores and G1098 Stores. This makes the jobs of cleaning
and repairing a lot easier than our " Outdoor Days " in
Cyprus.
While most of the MT Section was still on leave, Cpl.
Davis found himself once again organising a trainee driver
school. Giving him a hand on the job, Pte. Freddy Potts,
who was on the MT in bygone days. Welcome back Fred.
There are many new faces in the section. A draft of
trainee drivers not long from the depot and also two new
REME Craftsmen, fresh from their training units. Another
new face is that of Lt. Ekanem of the West Africa Frontier
Force, who is here on a course of MT instruction. Perhaps
one day the system that makes our MT Section so efficient
will be used by the W.A.F.F. We hope Lt. Ekanem is enjoy
ing his slay with us and finding that MT proceedure is an
interesting subject to iearn.
Since our return from foreign parts one member of the
clan has got himself married and one or two more have
taken the first step in that direction by getting engaged. We
offer them our heartiest congratulations as we continue to
exist as lonely batchelors.

4th

5th

BATTALION
EDITORIAL
THE VOLUNTEERS
1959 being the centenary year of the Volunteer Bat
talions of The Queen's Own it is perhaps fitting that we
include an extract from " Her Majesty's Army " published
during the latter part of the 19th Century. We hope the
detail is of interest.
" The Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment)—
Regimental District, No. 50—has three Volunteer bat
talions. Between August, 1859, and June, 1860, no fewer
than thirtynine corps had been raised in " the Garden of
England. "
The 1st Kent, which constitutes the first Volunteer
battalion of the Queen's Own, dates from the 29th August,
1859, Viscount Hardinge being the junior Lieutenant
Colonel. The uniform of the Maidstone corps, the first
in order of date, was described as " Rifle green with black
braid. Badge, a silver horse; motto, Invicta. " The
present uniform is green with facings of the same colour.
The 3rd Kent, which forms the 2nd Volunteer
battalion, dates from November, 1859, when corps were
formed at Lee and Greenwich, Kidbrook following in
December. We believe we are right in saying that the
present LieutenantColonel Commandant and Lieutenant
Colonel date their commissions as lieutenants in the Green
wich and Lee companies respectively from the former
month. In 1882 Sgt. Morgan won the Olympic Prize at
Wimbledon, and in 1885 Sgt. Oliver won the Association
Cup (MartiniHenry). The uniform is green with facings
of black.
The 4th Kent, forming the 3rd Volunteer battalion, is
the famous Woolwich Arsenal corps, which soon after its

And that seems to be all until next month, when we
shall have a few more stories about.
THE MEKON FANS

FOREMOST FOR FORD

riYJitira
MAIDSTONE

BROTHERS UD

ASHFORD ROAD — TEL. 2239 (5 lines)

KENT'S FIRST

MAIN DEALERS

Volunteers who manned Sp. Coys., recruiting display at the
Essoldo Cinema, Tunbridge Wells. Cpl. Springate, L/Cpl.
Acott, C/Sgt. Jenner, Boy Hichen.
Photo by kind permission of the Kent & Sussex Courier
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formation had eight companies, second to none in the
force. The date given as its formal startingpoint is March,
1860. The first Colonel Commandant was Colonel Tulloch
of the Artillery, and the present commanding officer was,
we understand, a lieutenant in No. 7 company. The
senior captain (hon. Major) Denton, was in command of
No. 8 company. The uniform is scarlet with green facings.
We can add a postscript to this bit of Regimental
History. Another notable rifleman in the 3rd Battalion
was C/Sgt. George Hessey, who served in the Corps from
1880 to 1903. During those years he represented the
County at Wimbledon and Bisley in 19 N.R.A. Meetings.
He was three times in the " English Twenty " winning the
Duke of York's Cup once. He was awarded one silver and
two bronze N.R.A. Medals and four bronze crosses for
the Grand Aggregate. His son, Mr. C. O. Hessey, who
lives at Heme Bay, called to see us the other day, the pur
pose of his visit being to present his father's uniform jacket
with all the badges representing his shooting triumphs, his
helmet and forage cap and the rifle with which these feats
were performed. It is a very handsome exhibit which we
hope eventually to have on show here.

ANTICIPATION
A very much abused word in the English language,
and a pity, because it is precise in meaning and expresses
in one word a complex idea. Probably the abuse arises
because it is a complex idea. Users not giving to thinking
carefully before they speak or write, fail to note or remem
ber that it means something rather more than " expect. "
When we anticipate some event, it is true that we expect
it to happen, but we haven't truly anticipated unless we
actually do something in advance either to avoid or to
profit from the consequences. Thus General Montgomery,
when he considered the defence of the Alamein Line, ex
pected Rommel to attack at a certain time; he anticipated
the direction and probable objectives of the attack by
making certain changes in the disposition of his forces and
by giving orders how the ensuing battle was to be con
ducted. The result was the successful defensive battle of
Alam Haifa. Similarly, on a somewhat lower plane, we
praise the anticipation of a football player, who judges
accurately what is going to happen next and positions him
self so as to intercept or receive a pass.
We have a good example before us. A volunteer is
offering an excuse for not attending a parade. He says:—
" I anticipate being able to attend, but I am due to
go away for a fortnight the following week and so
1 might have to ask leave of absence to clear up
things at the office before going away. "
What he means is that he hopes to attend. The
curious thing is that what he is really doing is anticipating
not being able to attend by offering an excuse in advance.
If anyone remains in doubt as to the correct use and
meaning of this word, we invite him to consider whether
or not the following sentences means the same thing (we
are indebted to A. P. Herbert for the example).
" John and Mary expect to get married. "
" John and Mary are anticipating marriage. "

RUGBY FOOTBALL
Tonbridge R.F.C. 18 points, 4/5 R.W.K. T.A. 3 points.
Thanks

to

Major

Brock's

management,

the

Bn.

managed to field a rather scratch XV in this once annual
fixture, played this year at Tonbridge. on Saturday, 28th
November. Unfortunately Major Brock collapsed with
'flu some days before the game, but managed, through the
Q.M. to organise the team.
Unfortunately two players, from the contingent of six
supplied gallantly by the 1st Bn. did not turn up until after
halftime. This meant that throughout the first half, play
ing six forwards only, our threequarters hardly ever saw
the ball. Just after halftime one of our players, a
Corporal in the R.A.P.C., broke his nose and was carried
to hospital. Being a scratch XV our best results were from
some determined deliberately planned " scratchy " rugger,
from one of which spells Capt. Watson scored our only
points. Play was by no means uneven—in fact the Queen's
Own were quite often in the Tonbridge twentyfive. Lack
ing finishing power and being unpractised together, we
were often unable to score, being stopped feet from the
Tonbridge line on several occasions.
Tonbridge deserved their win and scored three goals
and a try to our try.
Touchline support was sadly lacking and would no
doubt have made considerable difference to our play. Per
haps next year more members of the Bn. will support this
most attractive fixture.
4

N E W S FROM C O M P A N I E S

"A" COMPANY
MAIDSTONE
Having just read last month's newsletter and seeing
that " A " Coy. are second in the list for black marks, I
feel that the secondincommand must write these notes
himself ! !
We must congratulate C/Sgt. " Mike " Smith on his
promotion, with a T.A. commission, a well deserved one. in
which everybody in the Company is extremely pleased.
Also congratulations to Cpl. Everest for getting his
" three up " and to L/Cpl. Mansfield for his promotion to
Cpl., and to Ptes. Hill and Cox who have their legs on the
first rung.
Our recruiting is going well, we have to keep attracting
new recruits to keep our numbers up, because we are
supplying H.Q. Coy. with men as well.
No sooner do we sign them on than they are posted
to H.Q. Coy. attached to " A, " it would be much better
the other way round.
We have two Nigerians enlisted this month, both pro
fessional boxers, one, Alex Barrow, was fighting on the
same bill as Cooper and Erskine on 17th November, he
won in the second round.
How about starting a Bn. boxing team ?
The Coy. turned out in full strength for the Remem
brance Day Parade in the town, the only Service men on
parade with the Queen's Own White Horse cap badge, a
distinction we are very proud to have these days.
Our P.S.I, is enjoying the vigours of a Civil Defence
course in Mi Horn, we hope he comes back with all his
knotty problems solved.
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We are all looking forward to our Coy. Dinner (the
date has not been arranged yet) but we hope to hold it
shortly after Christmas.
By the time these notes are published we shall have
been on " Winter Quarters. " we hope it is a tough week
end. and perhaps we shall have the press then, to let people
know that the T.A. is only for the chaps who are prepared
to take the rough with the smooth, it could do a lot to
stimulate recruiting.
In closing we wish all members of the Bn. a Happy
Christmas, and Recruitful New Year.

" B " COMPANY
ST. MARY CRAY
Training this month has been confined to the Drill
Hall, with the exception of a small detachment who joined
" C " Coy.'s weekend on the 21st/22nd November, under
the command of C.S.M. Easter; this was very much enjoyed
by all who took part.
We were very pleased to see very nearly a 100 per cent
turnout on Remembrance Sunday, and for the first time for
many years were able to form a very impressive contingent.
The parade differed from previous years by being held in
the morning, and was followed by a Church Service in
Orpington Parish Church, which everyone attended.
Congratulations to Cpl. Hawkes, L/Cpl. Ramm and
L/Cpl. Burkin on their recent promotions. We are very
pleased to welcome Ptes. Adam. Critcher and M. Butlin
who have joined us this month.
The scribe wishes everyone on behalf of " B " Coy. a
very Happy Christmas and a Prosperous New Year.

" C " COMPANY
SEVENOAKS
We feel that we ought to contribute a better article
this month than we have ever achieved before. Our
Editor awarded us a " slightly larger Palm " last month for
twelve months' regular contributions, but we are always
aware of the quality of our articles and feel very guilty be
cause of their lack of scintillating prose and rather repe
titious and dull content. However, we do try and report
events that occur and we do realise that publication in the
Queen's Own Gazette really demands a higher standard of
writing and presentation. We will try to improve !
Evening Parades have been well attended, although
fog and rain are always a hazard during the winter months.
It says a great deal for the keenness of some volunteers
that they manage to come in for parades from villages and
towns over ten miles away on some wretched evenings. We
are obeying the Winter Training Directive and have had
several cloth model and blackboard lectures and quizzes on
Patrolling and Minor Tactics. On Thursday, 19th, a small
party of senior members visited the R.E. Cadets at Swan
ley to give a lecture and display of Infantry Weapons and
their distribution in a Rifle Coy. This was well received.
C.S.M. Baker now knows that he cannot get a 3ton vehicle
through a 5 ft. 6 in. gateway.
We have had three whole day training periods. Coy.
Exercise " Argyle Trek " took place over a course reaching
from Pevensey Bay to Crowborough on 14th/15th Novem
ber. C.S.M. H. Jones was largely responsible for this and

in fact had, at the request of many members, received and
prepared the whole exercise, aided and abetted by C.S.M.
D. Baker. Only one pair of soldiers lost their way in the
early stages, on their way off the beach—although several
rates of advance slowed up later during the night. C.S.M.
Jones had been over the course on the previous weekend
and had placed two detachments from " B" Coy. (to
which Coy. many thanks for grand assistance) as Close
Bridge Garrisons on two river bridges. Some of our
fellows were caught (they should not have been!), but
others avoided these spots and carried on successfully. The
first pair left the Sussex Beach at 21.30 hours and everyone
arrived for breakfast at Pippingford Park, Crowborough,
having attacked the Wireless Station on the Beacon, at
08.00 hours. There a marvellous mixed grill was enjoyed
by everyone. We congratulate C.S.M.'s Jones and Baker
for their excellent work in preparation for this exercise, we
admire C.S.M. Jones's stamina and determination through
out the night and we thank C.S.M. Baker, C/Sgt. Wood,
Sgt. Rump and Pte. Gowland for their wonderful vittalls.
L/Cpl. Chapman spent most of the night in a blackberry
bush with a wireless set and Pte. Wood spent most of his
night driving the 1 tonner. Ptes. Sands, Ansell, Chipper
field and Chapman were most successful—although
Chipperfield kept his boots on this time.
Sunday, 22nd. saw the Coy. out at Crockham Hill,
near Westerham, sitting on a trig point, waiting for the mist
to clear so that they could begin training on J.D., Map
Reading and Compass. While waiting for the mist to
clear (we had a visibility of under fifty yards) we held a
small wireless exercise. Capt. Stacey organised this for us
and he was very firm about certain procedure—without
being rude to anyone. Capt. Stacey has been a great help
to the O.C. lately, in the absence of other officers and we
have all been very pleased to have him with us. We hope
he will be able to stay with us for some time. However,
the mist did clear and our little convoy slowly wended its
way back to Argyle Road for some indoor lectures.
Social Events. The O.C. and Sgt. Ebbs played rugger
for the Bn. against Tonbridge R.F.C. on the afternoon of
Saturday, 28th Novemlier. and later appeared at our Social
Evening in the Drill Hall, not very much the worse for
wear, although both pleaded that sprained knees prevented
them from rocking and/or rolling. This Social, organised
by C.S.M. Baker. Pte. Sands and a small committee—and
by the girls from 6 PI., " B " Coy. 303 (Kent) W.R.A.C.
Bn., T.A., was quite successful and our guests, members of
the Sevenoaks Civil Defence Sections, all enjoyed the even
ing.
Pte. Sands acted as a slightly bashful M.C.— but we
understand that his evening's labours were not in vain. We
were amazed by the contortions of L/Cpl. Chapman, Pte.
Wood, Pte. Gowland (very smart in his blues), Pte. Ansell
and one or two of our younger volunteers ! A certain Ser
geant has requested Company binoculars for the next similar
event. Sgt. Rump and Mr. Leavens put in sterling work
behind the bar and C.S.M. Baker was very judicious as
HouseyHousey M.C. Fiddle! C/Sgt. Wood won a raffled
prize as also did Mrs. Bateman. We look forward to the
next Social and thank all those who made this such a good
affair.
Concerning Battalion Exercise " Winter
doubtless there is news elsewhere.

Quarters,"
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Obituary
All ranks of the Company were grieved to learn of the
death of Charles Swinbourne in an accident on the night of
21st November, 1959.
Charles had been a Volunteer with the Company for
just under a year and attended Annual Camp with us in
June. He was a most popular and conscientious member
of the Company and he showed much promise. We will
miss him very much.
W.O.ll D. Baker and C/Sgt. S. A. Wood attended his
funeral at the Church of the Good Shepherd, Borough
Green, and Cremation at Tunbridge Wells. Wreaths were
laid at the Chapel on behalf of the Company and of the
Battalion.
We join with his family in their sorrow.

" D " COMPANY
PENGE
Our news this month, apart from one rather damp
weekend, seems to be mainly social.
We started with a party on November 14th when mem
bers of 872 Locating Battery, R.A., from Bromley, were our
guests. We all had a very good evening, thanks to our
Social Committee under Sgt. Green, with basketball, darts,
a ladies shooting competition and the inevitable housey
housey. The basketball got out of hand as we never knew
on which side the referee — Sgt. Green — was playing, and
no one yet knows the final score. As the Company Com
mander's wife won the shooting he now feels in a position
to criticise the standard of shooting in the Company, should
it be necessary.
We then won the first round of the interunit darts
competition by beating 211 Detachment Field Squadron,
R.E., 2—0, the C.S.M. and Cpl. Thorne throwing the win
ning darts. A certain amount of gamesmanship was used
but we won't disclose our tactics as we gather " B " Com
pany are our next opponents.
We have done some military training this month as a
good number of the Company turned out for Exercise "Win
ter Quarters." We all enjoyed it even if it was rather wet,
and we are looking forward to the Brigade night patrolling
exercise as the weather cannot be much worse. Our two
cooks, Sgt. King and Cpl. Hinckley, fed the " enemy " very
well despite having to cook in the open.
Finally congratulations from the whole Company —
somewhat belatedly—to Lieut. Steve Finnis and Mrs. Finnis
on the arrival of Their Baby in October, whom we unfortu
nately cannot recruit as it is a girl, and to Sgt. Paddy King
on his welldeserved Meritorious Service Certificate.

SUPPORT C O M P A N Y
SOUTHBOROUGH
This month has been one of variety as it has included
a great deal of form filling for our new recruits, a Battalion
Exercise and a Social.
Firstly our recruiting is still going on although we think
the peak is past with a grand total of eighteen, so we have
doubled our other rank strength. When the recruits are
trained we will be able to put into the field a full section
from each platoon, including the pioneers.
Our Social was enjoyed by everyone and had a big
attendance from all members of the Company and their

friends. On the Sunday following the social we held a
recruit's training day during which they were shown each
weapon in turn so that they could decide which platoon
they would like to join.
The Battalion Patrol Exercise was held in true Queen's
Own weather, in fact it should have been called " Monsoon
Quarters." We all got very wet but it was worth it to get
the rum issue. It is difficult to report on the Company during
the exercise as we were all split up into a composite Com
pany with other members of the Battalion, and all surplus
Officers and N.C.O.s went over to the enemy (By Order !).
During the early hours a champ was found to be miss
ing and there were some very large bangs which disturbed
everyone's sleep and left a very contented expression on a
certain Pioneer Sergeant's face.
There is very little else to report this month so would
like to take this opportunity of wishing all members of the
Regiment a very happy Xmas and a prosperous New Year

H.Q. C O M P A N Y
TONBRIDGE
This has been a full and interesting month both from
the training and from the social point of view. We started
by fielding a strong team (Cpls. Miller, Heskett, Locke, Sgt.
Sales, C.S.M. Passey and L/C'pl. Allcorn) in a .22inch shoot
ing match against the Home Guard, who just beat us by
three points, scoring 317 to our 314.
In the middle of the month we held a M.T. weekend
at Mereworth, which was devoted to drivertraining. While
the learners and experts circled the camp roads, L/Cpl.
Allcorn had a thriving motorcycle school, and at intervals
we were privileged to see Captain Nyren passing with a
beautiful smile on his face ! On Sunday the commissariat
was ably supervised by R.Q.M.S. Corke and C.Q.M.S. Mew.
No casualties (did anyone mention damage ?) were reported.
For three weeks in the middle of the month Sgt.
Scudder disappeared to the C.D. Training Establishment at
Millom in Cumberland ; we are pleased to see that he
returned safely. Cpl. Aylmore ably carried the can in his
absence!
A recruiting campaign was held in conjunction with the
film " Yesterday's Enemy," and in the foyer at the Ritz
Cinema we had a display of weapons and some historical
documents relating to the Jap surrender. Questions were
answered and names taken by Sgt. Sales and his squad of
experts, including L/Cpl. Meachem, Allcorn and Sharp. A
followup campaign is now in force.
In lighter vein a "Tramps Ball" organised by Cpl.
Miller, was held at Avebury Avenue, on November 8th. Sgt.
Sales was nominated " King " for the second year running
and a pleasant evening was had by all.
The final event on our calendar this month was the
Company Dinner held on the 28th with Major Bobby in the
chair. We were pleased to welcome the C.O. and many
other old friends to this very successful function.
In closing we must congratulate Sgt. Sales on being
awarded the Meritorious Service Certificate — well done
Geoff ! We should also like to take the opportunity of wish
ing all Past and Present members of H.Q. Company and
their wives and families, a Happy and Prosperous New Year,
not forgetting the Best of British Luck to R.Q.M.S. Corke,
who has been in the thick of everything as usual !
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The children's Christmas Party was a great success and
Sgt. Santa Claus Jackson beamed with generosity. But per
haps the most successful event of all was a truly splendid
Sgts. Mess Draw which was organised in a beautifully
decorated Gymnasium.

REGIMENTAL

DEPOT
The month began in unpleasant climatic conditions
with a dense fog hovering over a Depot struggling to shine
through its shroud of icy. raw vapour and receive favour
able Administrative Inspection results. Indeed, December
was to be an outstanding month not quickly to be forgotten.
The annual Administrative Inspection came and went on
December 8th with a kind report from the Inspecting Offi
cer. MajorGen. P. Gleadell, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., and his
Staff Officers.
A colourful Regimental occasion should have been the
Passing Out Parade of Mons and Ypres Platoons on Wed
nesday, 23rd December but it was marred sadly by heavy
rain. Nevertheless, the Inspecting Officer, Lt.Col. D. H.
Gwilliam, M.B.E., the C.O. of the 1st Bn., was able to
congratulate them on a good parade. The Band and Drums
of the 1st Bn. were also on parade and a most pleasant
Regimental occasion was completed with a farewell service
conducted by the Padre, the Rev. A. E. Good.
Instead of adopting the normal procedure of welcomes
and farewells all at the end of these notes, it seems most
fitting to pay an early tribute to two of the Depot Staff who
have left us during the month.
The Adjutant, Captain J. S. Fletcher, has now left us
to join a course at the Staff College. After a tour of three
years it is very difficult to calculate how much this officer
has done here, but let it be said that it is a tremendous
amount. In every field of Depot activity (with the notable
exception of the cricket field) Captain Fletcher has played
a leading part with wonderful enthusiasm. We wish him
an enjoyable and successful course at Staff College. We
also wish both he and Mrs. Fletcher and Richard every
happiness in the future.
As if to lose the Adjutant was not enough, we have
also lost Sgt. G. Gordon, D.C.M., who is now on leave
awaiting posting to 1 R.W.K. Sgt. Gordon has completed
a twoyear tour in which he has done much for the Depot
and therefore the Regiment. His efficiency and excellent
training of recruits was much in evidence, but during the
last several months the additional duties of C.S.M. Training
Company fell on his shoulders. He made a very good job
of his temporary appointment and well deserved the tem
porary rank of W.O. II. To him and his family we wish
every happiness and hope that it will not be long before he
wears crowns on his sleeves again.
The Christmas festivities came and went with their
usual swiftness. Memories are muddled with a confusion
of glittering Christmas trees but driving rain, abundant
goodwill, but splitting headaches, football in gluey mud
(with the Commanding Officer cheating and playing rugger)
and general happiness at the prospect of a welcome leave
at a happy time of year.

The Christmas lunch served by the Officers and Ser
geants on 22nd December was very good. Well done, Sgt.
Gregory and the cooks!
Maj. Abplanalp has unfortunately been in hospital for
the past fortnight. We hope that he will soon be well and
back with us again.
Temporarily in Maj. Abplanalp's place is Capt. C. E.
Craven whom we welcome to the Depot. We also welcome
2ndLt. R. H. Whitty, who has taken over from Lt. Butler.
The latter has shunted from Trg. Coy. into the Adjutant's
chair.
Also to arrive at the Depot during December were 2nd
Lt. Schooling, who has now joined the 1st Bn., and Pte.
Rising from the Infantry Junior Leaders Bn. We wish
them both a happy stay in the Regiment.
Congratulations to Cpl. O'Connell on being selected to
box for the Army v. Ulster, in Belfast on the 15th Decem
ber.
Finally we welcome the recruits of Hill 60 and Somme
Platoons, who started their training on 3rd December.

SERGEANTS'

MESS

I would like to apologise to both our readers for not
producing notes last month. It was a preadmin. period
and I am sorry to say time ran out on me. 1 did penance
for this by attending the Admin, parade, and marching
round the square to the music of B/M R. Watkins, M.B.E.,
D.S.G.C., and Cyprus Clasp (I believe he qualifies for the
last one) and his band. 1 wish now I had written the notes.
Incidentally B/M, for information on your next visit,
the barracks is a " pink zone." It was most awkward keep
ing step whilst dodging bandsmens' cars parked all round
the barracks. Talking of cars we welcome to the club Ford
Anglia, number UYE 71, the property of C.S.M. Bill Brad
ihaw. Sgt. Jacko Jackson's Piggy Bank paid dividends last
month when Jacko swojjed his Austin Seven for a ten. The
dealer was a trifle peeved to receive the balance in half
pennies, but when Jacko pointed out it was either that or
changing a threepenny bit he simmered down.
Recent arrivals to the mess this month are C.S.M. Bill
Bradshaw and Sgt. John Roberts, R.E.M.E., and rumours
have it that Sgt. Paddy the Bogman Quinn is on his way
back. To them all, we extend a hearty welcome.
Over the Christmas period, we had a day showing of a
pantomime when O.R.Q.M.S. Mailman decided to move his
stationery stores to more spacious accommodation. Admis
sion was free but limited, and the Q conducted the party
around Aladdin's cave himself (a duty he volunteered for).
Have you claimed Subsistence Allowance, Bill ? R.S.M.
Collman was so taken aback at the sight of so much wealth
in so small a place that he nearlv volunteered for Xmas duty,
PHEW !
Capt. Fletcher was invited to the mess recently for a
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farewell drink before he departed for Camberley to attend a
Staff College Course. We wish him every success.

"Hill 60":
L/Cpl. Holland.

I had a complaint recently from a member that he is
never mentioned in the Q.O.G. notes. My aim is, of course,
to please one and all, so herewith one mention. C/Sgt. Don
Skelding. How's that " Chirpy."

"Somme": Sgt. Woolgar, Cpl. Swann, Cpl. Burden,
L/Cpl. Marsden, L/Cpl. Tite.

Sgt. " Scrivens the screw " can be seen walking around
camp more often these days, armed with a huge stick and a
white belt. He has taken over temporary duties of Provost
Sergeant and has to be watched most closely, he knows all
the hiding places. Shades of " Uncle Don."
" The case of the missing wheelbarrow " has been suc
cessfully concluded. For the unenlightened, it came to pass
that on the eve of the admin. Mr. Bird (Unit gardener)
reported the loss of two wheelbarrows from his yard, despite
intensive enquiries and searching no trace could be found
of them, and a court of enquiry was convened. Luckily,
before the court reached a decision the admin was upon us.
then the mystery was solved, for there, coming through the
gates were two orderly room clerks pushing the barrows and
standing in them was the O.R.Q.M.S. with a foot in each.
Puzzled and bewildered, we watched this procession and it
was then the mystery was solved. As the barrows stopped
outside Crimea the clerks lowered the handles and lifted the
O.R.Q.M.S. from his position and carried him upstairs. It
was then we saw them, BOOTS and ANKLETS ! The Q
was wearing boots, and so with a sigh of relief we all settled
down to carry on with the parade knowing our beloved had
made it.
Our Xmas draw and dance proved most successful this
year, many thanks to our committee who worked very hard
to put up a good show.
We were pleased to see so many old friends and were
delighted at the attendance from the 1st Battalion. The
prizes were evenly distributed among C/Sgt. Don. Skelding.
Sgts. Huntington and Booker and, of course, Drummy Clark,
who won the star prize for the Battalion share. It would
take too long to mention all those who were responsible for
making it a go but I would like to say a special thank you
to C.S.M. Gordon, Sgt. Huntington and Mrs. Skelding who,
between them were responsible for the decorations.
All our other activities over the Xmas period went very
well particularly the children's party, thanks to the hard
work put in by R.S.M. and Mrs. Collman. Now the new
year is here we can now settle down to our normal work,
like preparing for the reunion and Sevastopol Day. It never
seems to stop, rumour has it we are to be called the Social
Centre the Queen's Own, and would be most appropriate.
I always find it difficult to find a suitable ending to
these notes, and only once a year is there a ready made one,
and once again I can sign off with "A Happy New Year to
all members of the Queen's Own past and present. Bottoms
up.
Ugh.

T R A I N I N G COMPANY
On 3rd December a new intake, "Hill 60" and
"Somme" Pis. of about 90 arrived to begin their recruit
training under 2ndLt.'s Sluce and Whitty. They are being
assisted in their task by the following N.C.O.'s:

Sgt. Bona, Cpl. Marsden, Cpl. Gomnv,

Everyone at the Depot is happy that the Administra
tive Inspection is over and went very well. It was carried
out on 8th December by Maj.Gen. P. Gleadell, C.B..
C.B.E., D.S.O., Commander Home Counties District. The
day began with a parade consisting of the Permanent Staff
and Holdees and Mons and Ypres Platoons.
The parade was supported by the band of the 1st Bn.
under the direction of Bandmaster Watkins, M.B.E. Dur
ing the inspection the Inspecting Officer spent quite a lot
of time talking to members of Mons and Ypres Platoons.
The Passing Out Parade of Mons and Ypres Pis. was
held on 23rd December in very wet weather. The Inspect
ing Officer was Lt.Col. D. H. Gwilliam, M.B.E., the C.O.
of the 1st Bn. The band of the 1st Bn. was at this function
also.
Congratulations to Cpl. O'Donnell, the Depot's boxer
on his recent promotion. Also to Cpl. Lett, that very able
Trg. N.C.O. The Commanding Officer and all ranks at the
Depot wish to all our readers a very happy and prosperous
New Year.
"THE BEEHIVE."

autmowN

PASTePmm
ASSOCIATION

LONDON BRANCH
We have lost several members who have passed away,
and the sad passing of Mrs. Elson will be long remembered.
We feel sure that from our strong contingent of ladies we
shall find one to assist us in our raffles, etc. There was no
lack of enthusiasts at the Xmas Meeting in this direction.
Our officer attendance has been extremely high through
out the year. Colonels Clay and Haycraft have retired to
the country. Col. Grant still gets along to see us on odd
occasions, and we have had visits from officers serving in
Singapore and South Africa, on leave, showing that we are
not forgotten. Several new members have been introduced
by our senior officers, certainly very heartening. One or two
seem to have been on the absentee list for a few months,
but I feel sure it will not be long ere they return.
We have a new " Colonel," and doubtless we shall see
him at one of our meetings during 1960. It would be a nice
sight to see him with Col. Grant and a certain Lt.Col. P. H.
Macklin at one of our meetings, as all at the moment, are
fairly near neighbours.
Attendance has been extremely good this year. The
months when we used to be clown to twenty members, have
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surprised us all, and only in one month was the attendance
poor. If we can keep this up in 1960 we have nothing to
fear. The issue of the Branch Cards for bringing in new
members has not yet had its effect, but it is early yet to ex
pect results.
Now to 1960, and may the efforts of Len Remfry to
bring back our backsliders be successful. There are many
whom we would like to see return, and Len's plea may be
the answer, but whatever happens, it is quite clear that there
is a cameradie existing in the branch that brings us to
gether month after month with unfailing regularity, and
whether those who have stayed away come back or not,
those who plod along every time they can, will always be
the hard core, and the " old faithful " to whom we look for
all the enjoyment we get in meeting this one evening each
month.
It is very pleasing to read from time to time how well
attended are the various functions held by not only our own
unit annual dinners and reunions, but of all exservice func
tions of this description. To many of us in the branch, how
ever, our show, of an average over the year of an attendance
of 40 members, means so much more, as we do meet
monthly. It has also to be borne in mind that we are only a
branch of a very famous regiment, not a whole Battalion
or company. We have every reason to be proud of our
attendance figures and it is hoped that 1960 will continue to
bring along new and old members alike.
We look forward to a happy and prosperous year with
the hope of good health for all. and many happy meetings.
Our Christmas Parly, held on the 18th December,
was its usual great success, there being about 120 mem
bers and wives present. The Pink Zone parking arrange
ment caused a little confusion as to where car owners could
park, but there was no real difficulty.
The management had fitted up a bar for us, and one
or two members went to great trouble to ensure that there
were plenty of chairs, but, despite this, twentyfive per cent,
of our assembly had to stand; there was barely room even
for that, there was such a large crowd. As usual, the
members turned up trumps with their offerings for the
raffle.
Among the prizes offered for the raffle were half bottles
of Scotch, gin and sherry, boxes of cigarettes (fifties and
twentyfives), boxes of biscuits, boxes of Christmas crackers,
two currency notes in black envelopes, boxes of candied
fruit, chocolate, one hundred cigaretles. bottle of Italian
wine; all proceeds to go to the Benevolent Fund, and I'm
pleased to say that, apart from the normal collection and
the fines for not wearing the P.P. badge, £12 15s. Od. went
into these funds, this, I believe beating our previous best of
£11 15s. Od. When one checks back to the price, 6d. per
ticket, there must have been 650 tickets sold or near offer, at
the party. The President, Chairman and Committee tender
hearty thanks to all who gave prizes for the raffle and to all
purchasers of tickets. The money is always used for worthy
causes, as we have very little outlay in respect of fun and
games.
General R. A. Riddell was present to give his little
Christmas and New Year speech. Len Remfry was on hand
with Mrs. Remfry, whom we were pleased to see again, his
brother and son Ken; all the family, in fact. We regretted
the absences of both Hon. Joint Presidents, Major A. S.

Bredon, not well enough to conve, and Harry Elson, still not
feeling able to appear since the passing of Mrs. Elson. We
trust that good health will attend both and we may see
them early in 1960.
All our Committee members were on parade, Tom
Briddock, Percy Hallett, Timber Marchant, Robert Wilks,
not quite recovered, but present with us, and always wel
come. Bert Coles had made the journey from Brighton
with Mrs. Coles; Tommy and Mrs. Atkins, Alf and young
Bill Beauchamp, Dick and Mrs. Hales. Colonel Pink, still
not fully recovered, called in with his present for the raffle,
wished us all greetings, and had to leave early. There were
George and Mrs. Stow, " Jewwy " Edwards, Tom and Mrs.
Silk, Len and Mrs. Palmer, Lt.Col. Ronnie and Mrs. Mines,
Mrs. Rene Germain, widow of Sgt. Germain, who served
many years with our 2nd Bn. and died in Karachi with the
1st Bn. in 1937. Mesdames Wallace and Bruce, Mrs. G. L.
Harford, our Schoolmistress of Madras, 1928, Mrs. E.
O'Donaghue, Mrs. Cox, "Canter" and Mrs. Donaldson,
among many others. Our veterans were in full force, led
by Bogie Childs, Arthur Edwards, Jerry Sweetman, Harry
Freeman, with Mr. Swayne, Alf Toms and Ted Ballard.
Paddy Burke was with us again (I didn't spot his wife).
" Scruff " Boughton, Jack with Mrs. Hunt, Johnny Gammel
with us again, bringing the news that Tom Sealey could not
turn up, as he was collecting Christmas cash on this one
evening.
I could go on but for time and memory running out !
The Chairman opened the meeting, and after informing
everyone present about the sad passing of Mrs. Elson, a
great shock to many who do not take the Q.O.G. or were
not present at our November meeting, soon had the minutes
passed and read. There was a Christmas card from " Tup "
Lamb, one of the " characters " of the Regiment between
wars, whom, 1 notice, still lives in Coventry. You'll always
be welcome, "Tup," if you're reading me, at the Cran
bourne any last Friday of the month. Trefor Thomas and 1
are two old friends of yours and there's several others
at the London Branch.
Cards were received from contemporary Branches, for
which we express grateful thanks. Col. A. K. Grant had
sent good wishes for the meeting and the New Year, through
Bogie Childs.
The agenda was skated through; the raffle was then
proceeded with, and Mrs. Atkins was soon pulling out
winning tickets which came out in the following sequence,
as far as can be remembered. They were coming out too
fast for me to take names and items chosen. As the
winning ticket was called, he or she selected their own prize,
so I was not able to get all the information. However, first
out was Mrs. Dick Hales, then Bogie Childs, followed in
succession by Mrs. Donaldson, Tommy Atkins, then
Canter Donaldson, Mrs. Germain, Bert Coles, Ted Tickner,
Mrs. Remfry, Tommy Atkins, Len Remfry, Trefor Thomas,
Mrs. Stow, Mrs. Remfry, Jack Teare, Young Jepson, Mrs.
Stow, Les Ellis, Young Jepson, Len Remfry, "Scruff"
Boughton, Len Remfry, Timber Marchant, "Lucy" Tile,
Young Jepson, Alf Beauchamp and, last of the line, Arthur
Edwards.
As can be seen by the above, Len Remfry's luck has still
not deserted him, but Young Jepson ran him close. Our
Chairman didn't stop at this, of course; he entered for, and
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won, the " pub's" raffle for the attache case with three
bottles of Ponvagne ! It's always best to give the prize to
Len if he's in it !
It was unusual to have only one officer's wife on parade.
In the past Col. and Mrs. Clay, now in the West Country,
always attended; we've had Mrs. Elliott, wife of Geoffrey,
now, we are pleased to see, in his new teaching post; Mrs.
Pulverman, now in Folkestone; Col and Mrs. Pug Durtnell,
and others I cannot call to mind for the moment. We did
have, other than the President, Col. Rajah Brooke and
Col. Peter Buckle with us, but only Mrs. Mines saved the
day for our Regular wives of officers. Ten points to
Mrs. Ron Mines !
The whole proceedings went with a very fine swing, and
there is little doubt that the Branch Christmas Party is just
as popular as it was the first year we started the raffle idea.
We had a short report from Timber, who now has a
secretary to fix his mail for him, he has informed me.
Whether or not we shall be as much chased around by his
mail as by his tape recorder, is a matter for conjecture, but
you are all hereby warned.
He told us that all the parcels which he had arranged
had been distributed, and having seen a list of the items
which were contained in each parcel, I must hand it to
Timber; they had in them a most comprehensive array of
Christmas fare, and I am sure those who received the parcels
must have wondered who had gone to such lengths to fix
same. We owe a vote of hearty thanks to our Welfare
Officer for all the work he put in for our not so fortunately
placed members. I'm sure they would wish me to thank
him also on their behalt.
One thing is certain. It was without doubt a far better
outlay of cash than in previous years. Timber had not
managed to spend all the money, but with £2 Os. Od. left
over, he produced sandwiches and sausage rolls for any who
required same as " blotting paper " at the halftime stage.
They were, in fact, very much appreciated by all.
We regret to hear that Darkie Barton is not very well,
and trust he will soon be on the road to recovery. We had
a message from Bunny Hare, too, who, although still unwell,
sent us Christmas greetings.
The meeting ended, the usual old waffle at the bar
commenced, and, strange to relate, we haven't seen Bob
Gregory for a couple of months.
So ended 1959. Now we enter another decade. We
all wonder what it holds in store. We know the Reunion
will be held in Maidstone. This will be the last one to be
held there. We know, in March, the subject "Amalgama
tion of P. & P. BuffsQueen's Own," will be debated at the
A.G.M., P. & P. Association. We have the opportunity to
speak our piece before our Secretary takes our views to the
meeting. It is, therefore, up to all our members to get on
parade in January and February and thrash out this matter.
Let us be certain of what we want, and let the Secretary go
to the meeting with plentv of " ammo " to shoot. No doubl
Len Remfry will ensure this gets full publicity at both
meetings: his own views are well known by most of the
Branch, so turn up, members, and let's have you !
We look back on last year, and find that the Branch
had new members join us with the same regularity as of
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yore. Some we retained, some decided not to be constant,
all were very welcome, and we hope to see more of them in
the future. We had a change of Chairman, Len Remfry
coming back to his old chair after a two years' absence,
during which he was very much missed. He has now
assumed full command, and is right back to his old form.
We all hope Len is in the chair to stay. His Committee
has continued in full strength; all say how glad they are
to serve lis, and we, in return, give hearty thanks for having
such grand chaps to watch over our activities.
The Spider.

CHATHAM BRANCH
T'HE monthly meeting of December 7th at the "Hare and
Hounds," Rochester, proved most interesting. There
were present the President, Chairman, Hon. Secretary, Hon.
Treasurer, Standard Bearer and eight other members.
Apologies for absence were received from Alf Tapp
and Mr. Bower.
Minutes of previous meeting were confirmed. Major
Paice confirmed that he had handed the two rifles to Mr.
Dove (Clift & Co.) for disposal at a reasonable price.
The Secretary reported on a Special Meeting of all
Branches relating to the amalgamation of " Queen's Own "
and Buffs.
One of our members, Mr. J. H. Pilkington, who is
residing in Canada, has asked us if we could trace a very old
friend of his.
The following information has been given: (a) Mr.
James Theobald; (b) met in Altengrab P.o.W. Camp; (c)
was a crosscountry runner; (d) served with the Pioneer
Section of our 2nd Bn.
Should anyone be able to help, please communicate
with our Branch Secretary.
The President expressed thanks to the Secretary for his
work during the past month; also to Major Paice for his
action regarding the two .22 rifles. He conveyed Seasonal
Greetings to all members of the Association.
Messrs. Kemp and Randal! were appointed to officiate
at the Christmas Draw. The Booby Prize was won by the
Secretary, Major H. M. Smith.
The meeting closed at 8.52 p.m., the Chairman wishing
all the Season's Compliments.
Opening the first
(S. Thompson) wished
perous year and the
respects. Present were
and 10 other members.

meeting of 1960, the Chairman
the members a healthy and pros
Branch a progressive year in all
the Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer

Apologies for absence were received from Major
Brothers and Mr. Bower. Minutes of 7/12/59 and the
Treasurer's Report were approved.
The Treasurer reported on the Christmas Draw, and
it was decided to organise three Draws each year, The
Lincoln, The Derby and Christmas.

20

THE QUEEN'S OWN" GAZETTE

Correspondence was read from Mrs. Salt, Major
Brothers, Regimental Depot re Regimental History, 1881
1914, a letter from Mr. Pilkington (in Canada) with a
Christmas gift to the Branch. Jack Harrington won the
Prize Draw.
The Chairman suggested a Toast be drunk to the
Branch and Association. The Toast was given by our
oldest Branch member (Alf Tapp, M.C.).
Meeting closed at 9 p.m.
G. H. Anchors,
Branch Correspondent.

with the small number of members available and got
through the equally small amount of business on hand in
a short time.
CONCERT
At the invitation of Alf Ellis, over a dozen members
and friends attended at the old Lewisham National Reserve
Club, 241, Stanstead Road, Forest Hill, for the purpose of
being entertained to a real breezy concert. We all had a
real good laugh at the antics of the performers in addition
to enjoying some of the 192030 era songs, some of which
we were invited to join in. Believe me, although it was
not a lengthy programme, it was enjoyable from start to
finish. Mr. Ellis, out of his kindness of heart, had laid on
sandwiches for our party, a fact which added zest to a
lovely evening. Thank you, Alfred, we really enjoyed your
hospitality as well as the concert.

TONBRIDGE & TONBRIDGE WELLS

A.G.M.
Owing to the cancellation of the December meeting,
our next will be the annual general meeting to be held at
our H.Q., Bromley United Services Club, 33, London Road,
Bromley, at 7.30 p.m., on Saturday, 30th January, 1960.
Our own members have been notified, but if any member
or ex member of the Regiment would care to attend, we
would be pleased to make them welcome.

December 16th, Ladies' Night. This time the weather
had improved and we had a fairly good attendance, there
being about 40 to 50 members and friends present, among
those was Mr. O. Hubble who has been on the sick list
for the last three months. We hope he will continue to make
progress.
Our Chairman, Maj. N. S. C. Elmslie, informed the
meeting that he had received a letter from our President,
Lt.Col. G. E. L. Pardington, M.B.E., T.D., apologising for
his absence and sending Christmas greetings to all mem
bers. He hopes to meet us at the A.G.M. which is on 20th
January, not 16th as previously stated.
Maj. Elmslie laid before the meeting a greetings card
from the Colonel of the Regiment, Maj.Gen. D. E. B.
Talbot, C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C.
Our Treasurer stated that apart from the Branch grant
for exCpl. Day, of the 4th Bn., he had received small sums
from members .which was being sent .to the hospital. We
realise the sad state in whicfT' Cpi. Day finds himself and
we do hope that he will get some" happiness in remembering
some of his old comrades. The best possible luck, chum!
Congratulations are the order of the day for our Secre
tary. His wife presented him with a son (Ian ?) Jezard.
It is with regret that we record the passing of one of
our honorary members, ex Drum Major of the Irish Guards
H. J. FitzGerald, known to all his friends as Fitz. He was
a great scout and over the past 30 years had done much to
help with the drums of the 4th En. in which he took a great
interest. He will be sadly missed by all who knew him.
Before we close down for 1959, may we thank all who
have done so much to keep the Branch afloat and trust they
will continue with the good work.
T.L.S.

BROMLEY BRANCH
Our November meeting was a flop for numbers, but
that is not to be wondered at owing to torrential rain all
afternoon and evening. I guess some of the branch foot
ball fans got a severe drenching. However, we carried on

DECEMBER Q.O.G.
I have read and reread the issue of the Q.O.G. for
December with much interest, particularly regarding the
article referring to the Canterbury Regt. of New Zealand.
Therein I espied the name of a Mr. J. T. Woolley and that
he originally hailed from Penge. According to his Regi
mental number, 171, he is none other than Drummer Tom
Woolley of the 5th Bn., and was Champion Bugler at the
time I enlisted at Elm Cottage in High Street, Beckenham.
Should this prove correct, I recall that he suffered such
injury to his right hand as to preclude him frorn manual
work. He therefore accepted the chance of empfbyment
as a bugler on one of the steamship lines sailing between
England and Australasia. Remember,., there was no wire
less with loud speakers or hailers in those days, hence a
bugler for sounding ship's calls to the passengers and crews.
I have often thought about him in the past and now realise
that he eventually settled in New Zealand. Well! I have
made a note of his address and it is my intention to write
and reawaken his mind to places in Beckenham and Penge,
together with a few names of those who served with him
over 50 years ago. Thank you Captain McCleary, of New
Zealand, and Mr. Editor, for affording me this chance of
reviving old memories.
ERRATA
In my report to the Q.O.G. for October, 1959, I made
allusion to the Wings Week Church Service at Brockley
and that a certain Sid Maxwell carried the Catford Branch
standard. I have been reminded that my 'harkers' mis
understood his name, and that it should have read Mascall.
My humble apologies, Sid, and now I hope the 'wigging'
will cease.
My report this time is like some of the wearing apparel
of today, somewhat brief. So from this Branch we wish all
throughout the Regiment, Past and Present, "A Prosperous
New Year."
IWUZZ THAYRE.
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DETAIL OK MEETINGS

SECRETARY

Last Saturday each month, 8 p.m., United
.Mr. G. H. Cockell,
Bromley
Service Club, Bromley.
3 Priestfield Road, Forest Hill, S.E.23.
First Monday each month, 7.30 p.m., at "The
.Mr. S. L. Thompson . Major H. M. Smith, M.B.E.
Chatham
Hare and Hounds", 340 High Street,
"Jutogh," 16 Beaconsiield Road, Chatham
Rochester. (Phone Chatham 43878).
The second Friday in every month at "The
Mr. Len Clarke,
.Mr. W. Hall and
Catford & District
Railway Signal", Devonshire Rd., Forest
38 Queenswood Road, Forest Hill,
Mr. H. Lake
Hill. S.E.23.
S.E.23.
Last Friday each month. 8 p.m., Terminus
.Mr. W. T. Nichols,
.Mr. Haddon
Gravesend
Hctel. Stuart Rd., Gravesend.
9 The Bungalows, Cross Lane West,
Gravesend, Kent.
Last Friday each month at "The Cran
.Mr. T. Briddcck.
.Mr. L. Remfry
London
bourn", 1 Upper St. Martin's Lane,
74 Cherry Tree, Walk, West Wickliam.
Leicester Square, W.C.2.
.
Kent
Third Friday each month, at 7.45 p.m., Ser
.Mr. H. W. Maxlow ... .Mr. A. Waterman,
Maidstone
Little Holmestead, Forge Lane,
geants' Mess, Depot, R.W.K., Maidstone.
Leeds. Nr. Maidstone, Kent.
Last
Thursday each month, at 8 p.m., Drill
Sevenoaks
Maj. A. H. Coomtaes, Mr. J. Palmer,
Hall, Argyle Road, Sevenoaks.
T.D.
c/o T.A. Centre, Argyle Road. Sevenoaks
"FleursdeLys", Sandgate. Quarterly, first
Shorncliffe
Lt.Col. I. R. Lovell ..Mr. E. W. N. Elvy,
Friday, January, April, July, October.
235 Cheriton High Street, Folkestone.
Third Wednesday of each month, T.A.
Tonbridge and
Maj. N. S. C. Elmslie. .Mr. F. Jezard,
Centre, Avebury Avenue, Tonbridge.
T u n b r i d g e W e l l s ..
2 Milton Gardens, Tonbridge.
Reunions twice yearly at White Hart Hotel,
6th Battalion
Lt.Col. G. K. Defrates Mr. C. Sayers,
n.s.o., M.C.
59 Grasmere Gardens, Orpington.
Bromley.
Reunions annually in March or April as
7th Battalion
Major E. Goodman ..Mr. T. Shepherd,
492 Downham Way. Bromley, Kent.
notified in Press and "Q.O.G."
.Mr. R. F. Wilks

8th Battalion
10th

Battalion

11th

Battalion

Mr. A. E. Buddel,

20th

(London)

Mr. J. Mingay

O.B.E., M.C.

Mr. Stanford.
10 Bramble Close, Maidstone.
Mr. L. W. Dawson,
19 Chestnut Drive, Heme Bay, Kent.
Mr. F. Sales,
16 Kidbrooke Grove, Blackheath, S.E.3.

Annual Dinner, as notified in "Q.O.G."
Annual Dinner, as notified in "Q.O.G."
Meeting first
Tuesday each month.
Hedge House, Blackheath.

Holly

Membership is open to all who are serving or who have served in The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment. Subscriptions are:
Life Membership: Officers £2/10/0; Other Ranks, 10/; or an Annual Subscription o f : Officers, 5 /  , other Ranks, 1 /  .
The object of this Association is t o foster esprit de corps, to help members keep in touch with one another, a n d to assist those in
distress. The Association is affiliated to the British Legion.
Past and

Present Association Badges are available at a

cost of 3 /  to Life Members.

All communications should be addressed to the Hon. Secretary, Past a n d Present Association, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone, Kent.
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BY APPOINTMENT TO HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN
GOLDSMITHS & CROWN JEWELLERS

APPOINTED AND APPROVED
TAILORS AND OUTFITTERS
to the

QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT
REGIMENT
and APPROVED TAILORS to the

HOME COUNTIES BRIGADE

Regimental Badge
GARRARD & CO. LTD.
( formerly The Goldsmiths 8c
Silversmiths Company LtdQ have
for many years specialised
in the production of
badge jewellery.

Stockists of the approved pattern Shirts,
Regimental and Golf Ties, Blazer Badges, etc.
Civil and Military Requirements
forwarded upon request

12, MIDDLE ROW, MAIDSTONE
Phone 3575

Royal West Kent Regiment
White and Yellow Gold and Enamel
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White and Yellow Gold end Er.cmel

Home £9.2 6

Home £17.17,6

Export £6.17.5

Export £13.2.6

Here is illustrated the badge
of your Regiment,
fashioned into a brooch, and
produced in gold and enamel.
If desired, these very attractive
brooches can he set with
diamonds or other precious stones
for which designs and estimates

Always choose the best

are submitted without charge.
Great care is taken to ensure
correctness ol detail, and expert
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workmanship is assured.

GARRARD & CO. LTD
Crown Jewellers
formerly T H E G O L D S M I T H S &
SILVERSMITHS COMPANY LTD.
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THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT (50th and 97th)
"Quo Fas et Gloria ducunt." The Sphinx superscribed "Egypt."
The White Horse of Kent with motto " Invicta."
"Vimiera," "Corunna," "Almarez," "Vittoria," "Pyrenees," "Nive,"
"Orthes,"
"Peninsula,"
"Punniar,"
"Moodkee,"
"Ferozeshah,"
"Aliwal,"
"Sobraon,"
"Alma,"
"Inkcrman," "Sevastopol," "Lucknow," "New Zealand," "Egypt, 1882,"
" N i l e , 188485," " S o u t h A f r i c a , 190002," " A f g h a n i s t a n , 1919."
The Great War—1 8 Battalions.—" M o n s , " "Le Cateau," "Retreat from Mons," "Marne, 1 9 1 4 , " "Aisne, 1 9 1 4 , " "La Bassee, 1 9 1 4 , "
"Messines, 1914, '17," "Ypres, 1914, '15, '17, '18," "Hill GO," "Gravenstafel," "St. Julien," "Frezenberg," "Loos,"
"Somme, 1916, '18," "Albert, 1916, '18," "Bazentin," "Delville  Wood."
"Foziers,"
"Guillemont,"
"FlersCourcelette."
"Morval," "Thiepval," "Le Transloy," "Ancre Heights," "Ancre, 1 9 1 6 , ' 1 8 , " "Arras, 1 9 1 7 , ' 1 8 , " "Vimy, 1917," "Scarpe, 1 9 1 7 , "
"Oppy," "Pllcken," "Langemarck, 1917," "Menin Road," "Polygon Wood," "Broodseinde," "Passchendaele," "Cambrai,
1917, '18," "St. Quentin," "Rosieres," "Avre," "Villers Bretonneux," "Lys," "Hazebrouck," "Kemmel," "Ameins," "Bpaume,
1918/' "Hindenburg Line," "Epehy," "Canal du Nord," "St. Quentin Canal," "Courtrai," "Selle," "Sambre," "France and
Flanders, 191418," "Italy, 191718," "Suvla," "Landing at Suvla." "Scimitar Hill," "Gallipoli, 1915," "Rumani," "Egypt,
191516," "Gaza," "El Mughar," "Jerusalem," "Jericho," "Tell 'Asur," "Palestine, 191718," "Defence of Kut el Aniara,"
'Sharcja.." "Mesopotamia, 1 9 1 5  1 8 . "
Second World War—"Defence of The Escaut," "Foret de Nieppe," " N o r t h V / e s t E u r o p e , 1940," "Alam el Haifa," " E l A l a m e i n , "
"Djebel Abiod," "Djebel Azzag, 1942," "Oued Zarga," "Djebel Ang," "Medjez Plain." "Longstop Hill, 1943," "Si Abdallah," "North
Africa, 194243," "Centuripe," "Monte Rivoglia." "Sicily, 1943," "Termoli," "San Salvo," "The Sangro," "Romagnoll." "Impos
sible Bridge," "Villa Grande," "Cassino," "Castle Hill," "Liri Valley," "Piedimonte Hill," "Trasimene Line," "Arezzo," "Advance
to Florence," "Monte Scalari," "Casa Fortis," "Rimini Line," "Savio Bridgehead." "Monte Pianoereno," "Monte Spaduro,"
"The Senio." "Argenta Gap," "Italy. 194345," "Greece, 194445," "Lercs," "Malta, 194042," "North Arakan," "Razabil," "Mayu
Tunnels," "Defence of Kohima," "Taungtha," "Sittang, 1 9 4 5 , " "Burma, 1 9 4 3  4 5 . "
ColonelinChief : H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I.. G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Colonel of the Regiment : MajorGeneral D. E. B. Talbot, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O, M.C.
O.C.. Regimental Depot, Major G. U. Weymouth, M.B.E.
Allied Regiments of the Canadian

Army :

1st Bn., Royal New Brunswick Regiment—ColonelinChief : H.M. The Queen.
The Essex and Kent Scottish Regiment.
Allied Regiment of the New Zealand Forces :
The Canterbury Regiment
Regular and Territorial
1 s t Bn

(50th and 97th Foot)

Battalions :

Moore Barracks, Shorncliffe.

4th/5th Bn. (T.A.)—Tonbridge.
Units of the Army Cadet Force affiliated :
1 s t A.C.F. Bn.. Tunbudge Wells.

"The Queen's Own Gazette" is published monthly.
Subscription : The rates, payable in advance to the Editor, are as follows :
Ranks, 5 /  per annum, post free.

Officers, 9 /  per annum, post free; Other

The Editor is always glad to receive articles and items of news suitable for publication, and acknowledges with thanks
photographs reproduced in this journal from the Kent Messenger. Address MSS direct to the Editor, The Barracks. Maidstone.
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ColonelinChief; H.R.H. The Duchess of

K e n t , C . I . , G . C . V . O . , G.B.E.

C o l o n e l o f t h e R e g i m e n t : M a j o r  G e n e r a l D. E. B. T a l b o t , C . B . , C.B.E., D .S.O., M . C .

REGULAR

OFFICERS

LIEUTENANTCOLONEL
Name.
F l i n t , A . J . M . , M.B.E.
G w i l l i a m , D. H . , M.B.E.

SHORT SERVICE OFFICERS
MAJORS
Names
T r u m p e r , J . M . S. W
Marsh, H. W
Russell, H. C„ M.C., D.C.M

Mil. Record Office, Ghana.
39 Indep. Inf. Bde., N. Ireland.
11 K.A.R.

H.Q. A.F.C.E.
O.C., I R.W.K.

MAJORS
B a i l e y , J . D. B
Archer, M. G. M., M.C
Rickcord, M. B
T u r n e r , P . R. H
D o w s e , R. K
Brock, J. H
W a r i n g , H . B. H . , M.B.E
Eason, J. A., T.D
Elgood, P. N
Crumplin, W. C. D
W e y m o u t h , G . U . , M.B.E
Willis, C . F., M.B.E., T . D
Roper, I. H„ M.C
S c u l l , D, S
W o o d m a n , E. G . , M . C . . . . . . . . .
Macmillan, I. A
A m b r o s e , W . G. R
Ruffell, D
Blum, D. E
Franklin, A. W
A b p l a n a l p , V. C
W i n s t a n l e y , R. G
O s b o r n e , E. C . S
Shearburn, S. R. O'R

B.R.I.X.M.I.S.
H.Q. Aldershot District.
Range Control, A.A.T.C., Sennelager.
( L t .  C o l . ) GSO 1 N o r t h a g .
M.D.C. TC. Millom.
4 / 5 R.W.K.
War Office.
H . Q . B.A.O.R.
2 i/c 1 R.W.K.
Min. of Defence.
Depot Holdee.
H . Q . , B.A.O.R.
(T/Lt.Col.) OC„ 7 Malay
Depot Holdee.
S l u d e n t JSSC.
O.C. D e p o t , R . W . K .
B R I X M I S B.A.O.R.
R.C.B., W e s t b u r y .
1 R.W.K.
H.Q., 70 Inf. Bde., Kenya.
D e p o t , R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
D O P T 2 I n f . Div. B.A.O.R.

CAPTAINS
Firzpatrick, J. N
M a n n e r i n g , L. A
Dinsdale, J. W

P.S.O.
1 R.W.K
H . Q . , 2 T.A.F.
LIEUTENANTS

Clinch, M. J.

. . ..
2nd

Archer, M
Andrews, A. J. .
Poulsom, P. A. H.

1 R.W.K.

LIEUTENANTS
G h a n a Reg't.
Ghana Regt.
Ghana Army.

QUARTERMASTER
C o o k , E. S . , M.B.E.

( M a j . ) 6 K.A.R.

4th/5th BATTALION
H o n o r a r y C o l o n e l : L t .  C o l . G . E. L. P a r d i n g t o n , M.B.E.,
Commanding Officer: Lt.Col. A.

SecondinCommand: Major T. C. Coath.

CAPTAINS
Clarke, C. S
C a m p b e l l , D. P . 1
N i c h o l l s , R . W . G „ M.B.E
Dodson, K
Fletcher, J. S
Goodwin, P. J
Norton, J. D
Lygo, J R
L e i g h , P. S „ M.C
W o o l s t e n c r o f t , D. H
N e v e , R. W . , M . C
Wood, W. R
Tarver, C. L
Newall, M. R. M
P y b u s , I. D

A.S.P.T., A l d e r s h o t .
1 R . W . K . a t t . D e p o t R . W. K.
1 2 Liaison FIT. A . A C .

1 R w.K

Staff College.
1 R.W.K
C.O.S.D O . , C y p r u s .
Home Counties Brigade.
1 R.W.K.
Staff College
M o n s O.C.S.
F e d . M a l a y a Mil. F o r c e s .
1 R.W.K.
Adit., I R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.

MAJORS
B o b b y , F. J .
L a r g e , J . L.
Marchant, P. N.

Penne'ls, H. D. A
CalverJones J.

CAPTAINS
Duggo.n, H . R .
Innes, C. A.
O g i l v i e , J . B.
R o b s o n , T . J . R.
Clemence. M. J.
W c r t s o n , K . E.

George, P. M. J.
Nyren, M V.
MorleyJacob, P. J.
Fraser, C. G.

LIEUTENANTS
LIEUTENANTS
Heatly, A. F
Durtnell, R. J
"oylor, E. A
Butler, C. D B
Langhorne, J
Hiscock, P
C l e a v e r , G. F
Smith, M. J
Chompion, C. G
P e a r c e , N. C

3 para.
1 R.W.K
A . D . C . , G . O . C . , E. A n g l i a n D i s t .
(T/Capt.) Adjt. Depot, R.W.K.
3 para
R.M.C.S., S h r i v e n h a m .
1 Rw K
1 R.W.K'.
] R W K

Smith, J. C. C. J.
Young, R. N.
Maw, N. N. G.
macLachian, S.
G r e g o r y , M . K.
C y s t e r , P . L.
S u t t o n , J . D.

Parslow, J. P.
B u r r e l l , G. K.
C u r t i s , D. R .
T i z a r d , L. A . S
F i n n i s , S . R.
B l u n t , P. S .
2nd LIEUTENANTS

T a y l o r , M.S.
Smith, M. J.

C y s t e r , P., J .

1 R'W!K!

ATTACHED
Capt. J. A. Barlas, R.A.M.C.

L t . R . P . G i l b e r t , R.A.P.C

Capt. Rev. W. A Greenfield, M.A. (R.A.Ch.D,).
2nd
Holman, J. C .
Whitty, R. H. .

LIEUTENANTS
1 R.W.K.
Depot R.W.K.

QU \RTERMASTERS
P ' a k e A . G „ M.B.E.
Stephens, S. V.
G  u b b J E „ M.B.E.
H c g g a r t , E. J . W . .

(Maj.) 4 / 5 R.W.K.
(Capt.) Depot, R.W.K.
(Lt.) H.Q., Home Counties Dist.
(Lt.) 1 R . W . K .

NATIONAL
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.

K.
S.
R.
R.
P.

Cannell
E. C o n i n g h a m
D. Wallace
A. Crane
G. Birch

SERVICE OFFICERS
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.

T . J . B. L o c k e r
R. C . R o b i n s o n
P. J. S. Furneaux
R. W , S h e l t o n  A g a i
W. G. Leckie

REGULAR OFFICERS — P E R M A N E N T STAFF
Maior J. H. Brock, Trg. Major ond Adjt.
A . G. B l a k e , M.B.E., Q . M .  ( M a j o r )

f.D

R. H . W a r i n g , T D.
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~E6itorial

T

HE Colonel of the Regiment has received the following
message in reply to a Christmas Card which was
sent to the ColonelinChief of The Buffs:
"HIS MAJESTY KING FREDERIK IX OF DEN
MARK HAS COMMANDED ME TO TELL YOU HOW
MUCH HIS MAJESTY APPRECIATES YOUR KIND
GREETINGS FOR CHRISTMAS AND THE NEW
YEAR".
(sd.) V. GYTH, Colonel.
*

*

*

*

Her Royal Highness The Duchess of Kent, our Colonel
inChief, has graciousy consented to attend the Officers'
Regimental Dinner at the United Services Club on Friday,
J3th May 1960, and will visit the 1st Bn. at Shorncliffe and
the 4/5th Bn. in Camp at Dibgate on Friday, 10th June,
1960. and will also attend the Reunion on Sunday, 17th
July, 1960.
*

«

*

*

welcome back to the fold; Maj. Guy Weymouth on vacat
ing his appointment as OC Depot and to whom we say
"au revoir" and as you will be living on our doorstep,
come up and see us sometime; Maj. D. P. .1. Campbell
who arrived to lake over the duties of Training Officer at
the Depot; Col. R. O. (Bosun) Pulverman attending an amal
gamation meeting.
The Sergeant's Mess Book was signed by Lt.Col.
Peter Buckle and A. E. Moss.
*

*

*

*

*

May 13th—At Home, Savoy Hotel. Regimental Dinner,
United Services' Club.
July 16th, 18th, 20th and 21st—Maidstone Cricket Week.
July 17th—22nd Annual Reunion.

*

*

*

if

if

A visitor to the Depot who did not sign the book was
Maj. E. G. Cox, M.C., OC Depot, The Buffs, who attended
an amalgamation meeting here.

+

PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS
Regular Army
National Service List
23607186 Cadet Reginald John Pickering (463061) to be
2nd Lt. 7th November, 1959.

Army Emergency Reserve of Officers
National Service List

+

Social and Personal
We were pleased to hear from Maj. Charles Battye who
resides in Bexhill and wields a nifty niblick at Cooden
when the weather permits. He informs us he has as near
neighbours, Col. and Mrs. Peploe, and sees quite a lot of
them. The Peploes are keen Bridge players and derive much
pleasure from their pastime.
*

*

Extracts from London Gazette

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

*

.*

We apologise to Mr. A. Toms for our misleading
entry on last month's S. and P. column. His age should
have been shown as 77 and we understand from him that
his stay in the British Legion Maurice Home is of a tem
porary nature only as he is registered to become an In
Pensioner at the Royal Hospital, Chelsea.
*

*

*

We offer our sympathy to Maj. Abplanalp who is still
a patient in hospital and send him our best wishes for a
complete recovery soon.

Regimental Collar Badge
The Regimental collar badge, a brass crown sur
mounted by a lion—the badge of the 50th Regt.—is now
worn by all officers and sergeants in the 1st Bn. and Depot,
and will be worn by all ranks shortly, when stocks of the
badge become available. It is worn on the lapels of battle
dress with the lions facing inwards.

*

*

*

The Colonel of the Regiment's Visitors' Book con
tains but a few entries since we last went to print. They are:
R. F. Schooling Esq., reporting on first appointment and
to whom we say "Welcome to the Regiment". May your
stay in the Regiment be pleasurable and profitable; Maj.
Rex Shearburn on leave from the B.A.O.R.; Maj. Ian
Macmillan on assuming command of the Depot whom we

2nd Lt. J. R. Govan (456097) to be Lt. 17th January, 1960.
2nd Lt. A. J. Scouller (456666) to be Lt. 31st January, 1960.

+.

LETTERS T O T H E

EDITOR

I think it is 2nd February, 1960.
Dear Sir,
My sincere apologies for not being able to welcome
you with my genial smile this morning. The reason—I've
got IT! Not only got it. but have got it all.
I was struck down in me prime last night—I was a fit
man but this morning I've got everything—everything!
My swallow won't let me swallow; my neck feels like as
if the hangman had half done his job, and my chest is raw.
I don't know how long I'll last but if you intend to
publish my decease in your horrible little journal, please
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do not get Bill Stitt to write my obituary as he knows too
much about me.
There isn't much more I can say except that 1 am
sure you'll miss mie, but if 1 do manage to survive I'll have
a look at the pending basket, but I'm afraid that won't be
tomorrow.
/ Yours most disrespectfully,
The Stooge.

Dear Col. Eason,
Would you please convey my thanks for their tele
gram to All Ranks, The Queen's Own, and also to the
Past and Present Association for their flowers they sent
to my father's—Maj. Bredon's—funeral.
Yours sincerely,
Alice Bunbury.

Readers are reminded that we can supply ctipies of
"The Q.O.G." to their relatives for the modest sum of
Five Shillings, post free.
Ask your Company Commander to .make the neces
sary arrangements.
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"KIP" AND THE
ANGRY MAJOR

T

HE following story, taken from the New Zealand
Returned Services Association's REVIEW, suggests one
of many reasohs for the late Maj.Gen. Sir Howard
Kippenberger's popularity throughout the New Zealand
Army:
There was a humorous twist to an occasion when the
late Maj.Gen. Sir Howard Kippenberger came to rescue
a private soldier from the clutches of his company com
mander, a rather crusty major.
At the time, Gen. Kippenberger was Lt.Col. in com
mand of the 20th Bn. and the place was Maadi in 1940.
It all came about through a criket, match between the
officers of the battalion and those of another regiment. The
crusty major, a fine cricketer, was captain of the 20th Bn.
team and Pte. Bob McBridie, of his company, was detailed
as an umpire. It was thought at the time that the Major
had inflicted the job oh Bob as a penance for some past
breach of discipline.
It was just before the game commenced that Bob stood
near a group of the 20th Bn. officers and overheard the
major to say: "Do you know? In all my long cricketing
career I have never been out l.b.w."
At that the demeanor of Bob visibly changed to. joy
and eagerness as he whnt off to the wicket.
Then the game started, the major taking the first ball,
which rapped him on the pads a foot outside the leg stump.
"Out!—l.b.w." roared Bob.
"Like Hell!" snapped the major. "To start with, no
body appealed." .
"Yes they did," said Bob, quite forgetting, perhaps, to
say "sir."
It is reported that the major threw his bat at Bob and
departed in a mist of imprecations and even threats.
It was after the game was over that Col. Kippenberger,
who had witnessed the whole happening, came into the
picture. v
As Bob was wending his way to the canteen he heard
a familiar voice Say quietly: "Come here, Private
McBridie."
Bob stood at attention before the C.O.
"Are you sure that l.b.w. decision was good?" asked
Kip.
"No, sir," said Bob honestly.
"Well, I wouldn't like to be in your shoes," said Kip.
He seemed deliberate for some seconds, and then said: "I
think I'll send you on a course. Go and pack your kit at
once. Transport will be ready in half an hour."
Mouth agape, Bob stumbled backwards, nearly for
getting to salute.
Then . . ."By the way," said Kip. "You'd better put
up a stripe. It's an N.C.O. course."
Reprinted from New Zealand
Association's "REVIEW".

Returned Services
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nominated started at a touch and proved quite roadworthy.
All ranks were delighted to hear that the Colonelin
Chief is to visit us in Shornclilfe on 10th June and that the
4th/5th Bn. is to be in camp alongside us on Dibgate
during that month.
Finally, we should like to congratulate the Colonel of
the Regiment on being made a C.B. and also to congratu
late him and Mrs. Talbot on the birth of their daughter.

"A" COMPANY
Company H.Q.
This month, after returning from Christmas Leave,
which, needless to say. was enjoyed immensely, the Com
pany has been faced with the task of preparing for the
Administrative Inspection, which means that everybody and
everything must be accounted for and must be clean and
neat as a new pin.
Rehearsals for the Admin Drill Parade have been car
ried out, even when there has been snow, six inches of it,
on the ground. However, this does not seem to affect
" the Blind Half Hundred," who probably can't even see it.
Ribald comments from the Platoons have accompanied the
appearance of Coy. H.Q. on these parades; but they drilled
as though they were Trooping the Colour, setting, as 1 feel
sure all Platoon Wallahs agree, a fine example.
Between drill parades, both Stores and Coy. Office are
in turmoil as " flapping " seems to be the order of the day.
Anyhow, things generally manage to sort themselves out. so
nobody is really bothered, YET !
This month we said goodbye to another draft (58.01)
and in particular to Pte. " Spindle " Harris. We wish him
all the best in the future, and every success in his " civilian
job."
" Demob Happy."

1 Platoon
Since the last time of writing, we have spent quite a lot
of time viewing the local scenery, and it appears that the
Platoon has embarked on a serious business of collecting
oversized BLISTERS, and at one period it seemed that the
Q.M. would have to supply extralarge boots, to cope with
this amazing collection.
It was obvious that there was some strange reason for
this, so it was decided to hold a short enquiry as to the
cause, and after some arguments, it was decided that the
Convoy Sergeant Major and the Convoy Commander had
chosen a 20mile Route March over roads and lanes that
were red hot, so a quick remedy had to be found, and
found it was. Yes, a 25mile Bash, and the result this time
was most startling, to say the least—BIGGER AND
BETTER BLISTERS of all colours.
Brrrr ! ! ! it's here at last—SNOW, and, as usual, it
arrived at a time when everyone was engaged in the noble
art of SQUARE BASHING, plenty of it, too, under the
watchful eye of the R.S.M. The reason, preparing for the
Administrative Inspection; at times there was so much
SNOW and ICE around, that we were considering of carry
ing out the inspection in a very unusual way—on SKIS.
The local painters have arrived and have started dab
bing paint all over the place, and within a very few minutes
there appeared on the walls and doors some strange
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patterns; still more strange were the patterns that shortly
appeared on B.D. Trousers and Blouses; this was too much
for the foreman painter, who complained that, as fast as
the painters were dabbing it on, the troops were rubbing
it off !
It is with regret that we have to say that the following
N.C.O. and men have left the Platoon to face the hardships
of Civvy Street, namely: L./Cpl. Bridges, Ptes. Curtis,
Quinnell, Turner, Philpott and Sims. We all wish them the
best of luck and every success in their new PERIL.
" SHUSH." we have at last lost our 37 pattern equip
ment, and have in its place the 58 combat equipment, but
what a todo. We have all been trying to solve the mys
tery of how to assemble the new stuff, and trying to puzzle
out what to do with the odds and ends left over; we have
since learnt that it has been conquered, but the WATER
BOTTLE, that thing that holds precious fluid, will some
body PLEASE do tell us where the H
it goes.
We would like to congratulate No. 3 PI. on winning
the .22 Rifle Shooting Trophy. Well done.
Lastly, our Platoon Comd., 2/Lt. Holman, has left us
for a short period. We have been given to understand that
he has gone on a course of P.T. at Aldershot. Go to it, Sir,
and all the very best of luck to you.
" The Elite."

2 Platoon
Two Platoon was, is now, but was not in between time.
Company reorganisation was responsible for this spasmodic
existence; but at the moment we most definitely exist. In
fact, excluding those who are batmen, those who are sick,
emotionally disturbed, or just do not want to come, we can
on a good day muster a full section and part of a Platoon
H.Q. for training.
Cyprus in the sun, a long leave, and gentle beginnings
to training persuaded some, particularly the Ols, that being
on the reserve was equivalent to a twelfth man in cricket.
You stand on the boundary giving suitable encouragement
to the team, but only join them in the pay queue. The
Ols have gone; and we all wish them every success in civvy
street. With them went the extreme symptoms of relaxa
tion, for already we include in our number those without
the dust of Cyprus still on their boots.
The last week or so has been taken up, in the greater
part, by Administrative Inspection preparations. Occa
sionally, though, we quit the garrison to enjoy the country
life. These training jaunts, although on the whole success
ful, were marred by the quiet determination of everyone
not to get their boots muddy. This is the result of the
Inspection flap, which, among other horrors, calls for
parade turnouts almost every morning.
The Inspection preparation itself offers great oppor
tunities to sit around the fire and chat; of these we take full
advantage: but just before a big inspection the rooms are
an unrecognisable hive of industry and activity, mostly the
latter.
On the whole, life goes on, quite quickly, and with its
full share of comedy and work .
The Ramblers.

3 Mortar
Since our last edition the Platoon has done quite a bit
of training, which consisted mainly of marching and P.T.
The evidence of our training is in the Coy. Stores, A
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gargantuan pile of boots to be repaired. There seems to
be little hope of relief for our poor feet.
A short respite from wearing out boot leather came in
the form of a most welcome Christmas Leave. It goes
without saying that everybody thoroughly enjoyed them
selves, but we all returned with a sorrytobeback
expression.
Since the festive season we have been preparing for the
Administrative inspection. This means plenty of polish on
the floor and a general tidying up of lockers. After the
first locker inspection, Slim Wellings could be seen walking
about the room muttering to himself: " I can't find half my
kit now my locker's tidy."
We welcome this month to the ranks of the Alickeefics
Ptes. Green, Stratford, Newman, Tidy and Lacy. We wish
them a pleasant and enjoyable stay with us. They will soon
get to know the meaning of Alickeefic.
Congratulations go to: Cpl. Guillaume on his promo
tion to the Mess (Sergeants): Pte. Wellings on being eligible
to vote; L/Cpl. Hawkins and 8 Section for winning the
Sec. .22 Rifle Shoot; a " Well Done " to the Platoon for
winning the Coy. .22 Rifle Shoot.
" Alickeefics."

" B " COY.
" B" Coy., after an absence from the Battalion
OR BAT, recommenced life as Training Coy. in Somerset
Barracks, on the return of the Battalion from Cyprus to
ShornclifTe, in November last.
The Company personnel include the following: —
O.C. " B " Coy., Major R. G. Winstanley; C.S.M., WO/II
Heyfron; C.Q.M.S., C/Sgt. Spalding; Trg. Sgt., Sgt.
Dawson; Clerk, L/Cpl. Lunn.
Apart from administering and losing various small
Drafts, the main activities of the Company to date has been
the running of a young officers' and N.C.O.'s Cadre under
the supervision of the Bn. 2 i/c., Major Elgood. In spite
of the severe physical and climatic conditions that they
endured during the Cadre, the participants enjoyed it, in
retrospect, at least. Exercises took them, mainly over a
large part of East Kent and Sussex.
We have just received a Draft from the Depot. They
are now doing their three weeks' Continuation Training.
In company with the rest of the Battalion a good deal of
effort is being put into preparations for the Annual Admini
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strative Inspection, which is viewed with considerable
apprehension.
We are pleased to receive Sgt. Dawson to our ranks,
and we extend our congratulations to L/Cpl. Lunn on his
appointment to L/Cpl. Ptes. Collins and Quinnell shortly
leave the security of the Stores for civilian life, and we wish
them good luck in the future and hope to see something of
them now and then, as they do not live far from us.

" C " COMPANY
Company H.Q.
No good could come of it ! Just as soon as we were
issued with our winter clothing and equipment so came the
snow. At the time of writing the weather is doing its
utmost to make us more miserable than we are—it's snow
ing again.
Having said our fond farewells to N.S. Group 5801, they
finally departed from the Company on the 7th January.
Their hectic and highspirited party prior to their demob,
has left traces round and about the Coy. Area. Pte.
Hamman has now taken over the running of the office, with
Pte. Schooling, our footballing clerk, assisting him.
With an Administrative Inspection just over the hori
zon, we are being kept rather busy bringing our records up
to date. Deviating just a little, Christmas Leave and the
New Year went in quick fashion; all but a small party got
away to an early start. The rear party had their leave
over the New Year led by Cpl. (Haggis) Leiper, who went
to the far north of the country for a " wee drop of
Scotch."
Our Commander, Capt. P. J. Goodwin, is at present
hard worked, what with short courses and now G1098
Audit Boards, the C.S.M. is thinking of moving into the
Q.M.'s to save his legs from running backwards and
forwards.
The Snow Drops.
7 Platoon
This month has seen quite considerable changes taking
place within the Platoon. We have at last said goodbye to
our old soldiers of 5801 vintage, namely, Ptes. Ridden,
Alien, Mole and Pullin. We wish them every success in
civvy street. We have also been able to welcome several
newcomers to the Platoon, Ptes. Lewis, Eakins, Everhurst,
Harvey and Ellis, fresh from the Depot, Pte. Bassett, a re
enlistment and a Korean War veteran, he enthralls us all
with his old soldier stories.
Training during the past month has been rather inten
sive; a lot of weapon training has been crammed into
everybody. There have also been a series of Route
Marches which have caused many blistered feet. There
have also been a couple of run and walks, all very exhaust
ing. We have also had a day out at Beechborough teaching
the new members the rudiments of section attacks, forma
tions and all that Jazz.
The weather seems to have taken a turn for the worst
and at the time of writing there is an ample covering of
snow everywhere. But the thing that is foremost in our
lives at the moment is our preparations for the Administra
tive Inspection, which is very soon now, and everybody is
busy darning and washing and sewing on tabs. There
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have also been several rehearsals for the Admin. Drill
Parade, but they appear to be progressing quite well so far
despite the cold weather.
STOP PRESS ITEM: We have just heard that Cpl.
Tom Woollard has signed his life away for 22 YEARS,
bless him.
Ted's Layabouts (Alias Lucky Seven).

the effect that Sgt. Shoebridge had lost three stones in
weight shook the company. Sgt. Shoebridge has ^ now
returned from hospital to prove once again that it's no
good placing any reliance on latrine gossip.
We congratulate Cpl. Dawkins on his very good course
report and his promotion, and L/Cpls. Ruck, Wallace and
Bradshaw on their first appointments.

8 Platoon

10 Platoon

After an excellent Christmas lunch at the Cookhouse,
we were all set for a really good Christmas at home. On
returning, the usual fit of depression set in on us as we
watched those on Christmas Duty move off home to cele
brate the New Year, whilst the rest of us spent the first day
of 1960 on a twentymile march through South East Kent.
Now we are all back and getting down to the prepara
tions for the annual Administration Inspection. While
OI's sit back and watch us get on with it. The inspection
cf the Barracks by the 2iC went off quite well and was one
of the last milestones in OI's military career, the last but
one being a demonstration of drill on the square. We are
very sorry to see Cpl. Welch leave us and feel certain that
he will make a success of his civilian occupation.
Among the more recent training that has passed under
our feet, the march and defensive exercise at Dibgate has
been most successful. Fortunately only a comparatively
dry but very cold evening.
We now look forward to a weekend of greatcoat
button sewing and a week of Duty Coy. To be followed
by even more intensive work towards the Battalion Admini
stration at the end of this month.

9 Platoon
Another month gone by with nothing exciting happen
ing except Christmas and the New Year and, of course, the
departure of the 5801's; included among them was two of
our own Platoon stalwarts, Ptes. Sands and Blake. We wish
them well and hope they find life as easy as they have been
dreaming about.
Christmas dinner was once again a big success, thanks
to the hard work put in by all concerned. Most of the
Platoon were able to get home for Christmas leave, but
three or four who remained were home for the New Year.
Our new members are settling down and blending in
with the ways of the best Platoon in the Company; some
may disagree about this, but they have yet to prove other
wise.
The Annual Administration is due at the end of the
month, but we are not unduly worried. We have survived
them before. We end by sending New Year greetings to all
members, past and present.
The Ratters.

" D " COMPANY
The Company has undergone a number of changes in
the last month. The 5801 N.S. Group, ten strong, has
departed, taking with it such "D" Coy. stalwarts as Cpl.
Baker, Cpl. Roberts, L/Cpl. Nesbitt and Pte. Taylor. The
regulars in the Company have now all been transferred to
10 PL, from whom we shall expect great things in future.
Training, preparations for the Administrative Inspec
tion and preparing for air movement have all played their
part in keeping us busy during the month.
At the beginning of the month a series of rumours to

We are now well into training for entry to 19 Brigade.
We have had yellow fever "jabs"; we go lor long route
marches and we have all night exercises on Acrise. All in
all, we are feeling a trifle tired, for the joys of Christmas
leave have subsequently been tempered with the harsh
realities of preparation for the Administrative Inspection
at the end of January.
The Platoon has changed greatly in character. The
OI's have left us; and now all the regular soldiers have
moved to 10 PI.
We are also waiting for reinforcements from "B" Coy.
Meanwhile our deep and keen interest in training has been
hampered by a snow blizzard which has enveloped us.
Sgt. Shoebridge has returned from hospital not a pound
lighter.
Cpl. Dawkins has returned from his honeymoon and
should be vvith us as soon as the draft training finishes at
"B" Coy.

11 Platoon
With the coming of December, 11 PL arrived at Shorn
cliffe Camp with smiles, knowing that Christmas was near
and the prospects of more leave, but the smiles soon went
when they were shown the training programme for the
month coupled with the fact the Battalion now belonged to
the strategic reserve Bde. 1 he chance ol going places looms
near. Route marches, ranges, field training and night exer
cises—this is now the pattern of life.
Christmas came in with a bang and sank slowly back to
boots and blisters, only now with the added horror of the
Administrative Inspection on the 28th January.
With everything bulled for the Inspection, drill parades
and field training, nobody can say that life gets tedious.
2/Lt. Whitty, our Platoon Comd., has now left us for
a tour at the Depot. The Platoon all wish him the best
of luck.

12 Platoon
We all returned from Christmas leave, having had a
good time and feeling slightly lethargic. A quick Battalion
parade soon took away any excess beer and thoughts of
home.
Even these parades came to a grinding halt as the
blizzards swept down upon unsuspecting Shorncliffe. As
this happened at the same time as we were issued with some
of the new combat kit, it gave everyone a chance to try out
the equipment and a great many 44 hard looking " men even
went so far as to wear it home at the weekend, to impress
their girl friends, no doubt.
The regulars have left the Platoon and gone to 10 PI.
to form an all regular Platoon, leaving only the cream in
12 PL
Cpl. Roberts left at the beginning of the month and
we all wish him every success in his new job. Waight has
gone on a Civil Defence Course and he will be demobbed
at the end, so we shall see him no more.
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SUPPORT C O M P A N Y
Company H.Q.
You know, it's just not fair; here we are, specialists
among specialists, highly skilled typewriter thumpers, ex
pert storeminders and competent cooks, and what hap
pens? We're treated like ordinary soldiers!! Yes, in
deed. Time was when we sat in our respective cubbyholes
and totally ignored the outside world of drill parades, route
marches, kit inspections and such—but no longer. We
know there's an administrative inspection due, but
really . . . .
Our boss, C.S.M. Warren, says it'll do us good—but
we notice that he'll be leaving us for the T.A. immediately
after the inspection—to convalescence, perhaps ? The
strain of it all may well be telling on the O.C,, Capt. Leigh.
M.C., because he's been away somewhere, leaving Lts.
Champion and Pearce doing two on and two off, as com
pany commander. Lt. Pearce, of course, is really part of
Co. H.Q., being Coy. Course Officer. He attends all the
courses.
In the Company stores, Pte. Leggatt has replaced King,
now a civvy, and Baxter has moved up to senior storeman.
Both of them have given up trying to keep the C/Sgt's.
table tidy, and Baxter has reverted to his former main
occupation of cutting hair and avoiding parades. He's
more successful at the first ! Does the C/Sgt. get a share
of the proceeds ?
On the subject of storemen, we must mention Pte.
"Ginger" Wells, who rightfully belongs to the M.M.G.
PI., but seems to spend more time in the stores than any
where. Perhaps we could call him a " shadow " storeman.
From the arms store, we can hear nothing, of course.
They continue their placid backwater existence, emerging
very rarely for meals, pay and weekends. We're not sure,
but we believe they're planning to erect a T.V. aerial on
their roof.

Mortar Platoon
We open our notes this month with two goodbyes,
firstly to Cpl. " Jock" Nice and secondly to Pte. " Hammy "
Harwood, we wish them both the very best of luck in civvy
street.
We have one new addition to the Platoon, Pte. Barnes,
we wish him a happy stay in the Platoon. While we are
in the mood for good wishes, we say well done to L/Cpl.
Morton on his promotion to Cpl.
What a hectic month this has been and will be. Its
that dreaded word " admin, " cleaning, sewing and packing
kit will soon be second nature to us, as we have had enough
practice. Also this month we are running two Platoon
cadre's, one for the new members of the Platoon under
Cpl. Ongley, and one for the remainder of the Platoon
under Sgt. Laming. We are also attempting to erect a Puff
range and progress is very fast considering the lack of
material, but Pte. Murray assures us its all under control.
Once again the elusive Sgt. Taylor is on leave, but this
time we understand, its for pressing reasons, and we hope
everything turns out all right for him.
There is a whisper in the Platoon about three mem
bers getting quite serious about local inhabitants (female).
We wonder.

M.M.G. Platoon
Our notes begin this month with a mention of the fact
that Christmas arrived suddenly and went by just as quickly.

For those who were on duty over this period the less said
the better. The first week in the new year was rather
uneventful apart from the fact that we said fond farewells
to L/Cpl. Steward and Ptes. Harnden and Theobald, we
did, however, retain the services of L/Cpl. Sutton.
The Platoon is at present preparing for some strenuous
training. The new members of the Platoon were intro
duced to the arts of the machine gun with a ten mile carry.
Everybody looked extremely " happy" and. needless to
say, exhausted.
There is little to look forward to during the remainder
of this month apart from the Brigade Administrative In
spection, numerous drill parades, kit layouts and store
checks, etc., etc.
Em Mem Geezz's.

AntiTank Platoon
We open a new year saying cheerio and good luck to
two of our Platoon members, Mr. Gregory and Mr.
Parsons, good luck lads. We welcome five new members
to the Platoon, Ptes. Adams, Wells, Slaughter, Showell and
Facey. May their stay be a long and happy one.
With the new recruits progressing we have high hopes
for the future. We have started a new year with new
American 106 m.m. guns.
L/Cpl. Eason has returned from his strenuous cadre
course with another tape to his credit, congratulations Cpl.
Eason.
At the moment the Platoon arc getting ready for the
dreaded administrative inspection, which comes along later
this month. On the whole the Platoon have been very busy
and we are all waiting for the summer to come round again.

H.Q. COMPANY
Company H.Q.
It has been an eventful month for the Company Office
and it is with great difficulty that we find time to write
any notes at all. With Administration Inspections and
Practice Emergency Packing rearing their ugly heads we
sometimes wonder whether we are on our head or our
heels, but we are assured by everyone that everything will
come right on the day, but of course the office staff are
extremely sceptical about it all. After burning the midnight
oil on many occasions in the last lew weeks we were most
displeased to find that there is no special rate for overtime

FOREMOST FOR FORD

BROTHERS LTD

MAIDSTONE

ASHFORD ROAD — TEL. 2239 (5 lines)

KENT'S FIRST OOOO MAIN DEALERS

31

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

in the Army and so our dreams of buying luxurious auto
mobiles, similar to that owned by the C.S.M., are destroyed
once more.
Maj. Blum, whilst still on leave, continues to guide
the Company by remote control, but has great difficulty
in getting to the Company as his Hillman Minx is snow
bound somewhere on the main highway. Someone, we
needn't mention his name, has advised him to exchange
his car for a Volkeswagen.
We welcome to the Office a new Company runner in
the person of Pte. " Bella " Burston. We wish him luck
in his stay with us. Pte. " Lightning " Thome, we report
with regret, is leaving us in a few days to try his luck in
the outside world. We wish him great success and good
luck in the future. Cpl. Del Curd also has very few
days to do now and as you can guess will not let anyone
forget it even for a second. The rest of the staff are
undaunted and continue to block out days on the calendar
religiously, but as the great day draws near it appears
that time stands still and we wonder if in fact it will ever
come.
C/Sgt. Tillman is at last satisfied with the strength of
his stall' with the addition of Cpl. Cooper, and he says
now that he will have to change the stores motto, which
is as we all well know — "Ain't got none."

Signal Platoon
There is not much to report of real interest over the
past month and things have been fairly quiet.
The junior cadre is progressing quite well and classify
very shortly. Pte.'s Budd, Piper and Marsh have been
on a short holiday to Colchester . . . on a battery course.
The Platoon took part in an exercise " Corunna

Majors" with the 4/5th Battalion R.W.K. Regt., T.A. This
exercise was carried out near to many of our homes, and
I did hear one or two remarks about " Slipping away in the
dead of night."
We played " D" Coy. in a game originally called
football, but owing to weather conditions we found it
" hard graft " and ended by playing a sort of combination
of Irish shinty and struggle ball.

M.T. Section
Again the festive season has passed, a most enjoyable
leave is over, and the M.T. enters the New Year in feverish
preparation for a Veh Admn. Inspection. That is the way
of life in this section. No sooner are our heads cleared
of many celebrations, than we have to fill them with
thoughts of many hours of hard work.
The recent spate of bad weather has meant more
work on top of everything else. Each wagon has been
checked for correct antifreeze density (a rather involved
process which was left to the R.E.M.E. to perform). Then,
throughout the night various trucks have been run for
set periods. So far, no engines have frozen up and bearing
in mind the cost of a new engine, all our drivers are fervently
praying that none will ever do so !
At the moment we are in the process of, so to speak,
" Changing over steering wheels ! " Maj. Campbell is
shortly leaving the section, which will be taken over by
Capt. Mannering. We wish Maj. Campbell the best of
luck in his new job at the Depot and welcome Capt.
Mannering with hope that he will enjoy the job of leading
the most important part of the Battalion.
Earlier in the New Year the strength of the M.T.
was decreased by quite a large number when the '5801 '
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group were demobbed. This meant a general reshuffle
throughout the section. We now have a new P.O.L. store
man and almost completely new servicing team. Jn the
M.T. office the job of Details N.C.O. has been taken by
recentlypromoted L/Cpl. Potts. The old Details N.C.O.
now divides his time between issuing us with various types
of modern equipment, or wandering around with a mill
board and looking extremely efficient.
Within the R.E.M.E. section there has also been some
more changes. Cfn. " King of Slumberland " Evans has
left us for civvy street and another two Cfn. have joined
us on loan from 7 Inf. Workshops.
The Mekon Fans.

Band
" Time on my Hands " could hardly be the signature
this month, as it seems but yesterday that I was scribing
my notes for December. However, to keep you in the
picture on Band activities, away we go again.
For those of you who are keen sportsmen I must
apologise for our lack of outdoor sport which has been
completely nil since returning from Cyprus. However, we
would like to congratulate Cpl. " Ginger" Drakes and
L/Cpl. "Titus" Healey on being chosen to represent the
Battalion in their very few games of hockey. Sgt. " Colin "
McGowan has also been wielding a nifty stick in the
Maidstone area. If my spies have not been playing me false,
he has been seen in the company of the famous P.C.
" Blade" Marshall, and as they have both been seen
carrying " sticks " and all the gear, I gather that tearing
round the hockey field has been their goal. We are
hoping that as the weather improves and we settle down
we will be able to uphold the Band traditions once again
in the field of sport.
The Band seem to be in good blowing form, and
we seem to have gone down very well at the various
engagements already completed. New Year's Eve at the
Star Hotel, Maidstone, was a good evening and I think
enjoyed by all. The Fanfare Trumpets caused quite a
minor sensation as they heralded the departure of 1959 and
the award of the Kent Agricultural Society's trophy. On
Thursday, the 14th January, we played for our own Officers'
Corunna Majors' Dinner Night, and the following night
we were at Maidstone playing for the 4th/5th Battalion's
Dinner, followed by a Dance at the Star. Friday, the 22nd,
and Friday, the 29th, we were over at Canterbury, on the
first occasion playing for a Guest Night, and the second
for the W.O.s' and Sgts.' Dance in the Gymnasium. This
list of engagements in itself doesn't seem particularly
formidable, but there is the Administrative Inspection and
all the work, parades, etc., that go with it to be contended
with as well.
For those ol' you who keep a diary you may like to
jot down the following firm engagements, and if you can
get along to listen to us we will be very pleased to see
you. April 16th the Nine Piece Dance Band at the
Coronation Ballrooms, Ramsgate; June 5th to 11th the
Military Band on the Leas at Folkestone; August 1st the
Military Band at Otford Fete; October 2nd two Military
Band Concerts in the Leas Cliff Hall, afternoon and evening.
Your scribe will try and keep you in the picture as new
bookings are confirmed.
" Staccato " notes this month.
IV to T will do.
Faggott.

Q.M. Department
For the most part the past month has been very busy
for the Q.M. Staff, not so much for internal work but for
rehearsals for the Administration inspection and parades.
Drill parades and inspections have been the order of the
day so far and because of this little or no work has been
done except for a few routine jobs that have been managed
between parades.
Great cries of " 30 days to do" have been echoing
through the stores just recently along with other cries of
" Not long now," which come from those of the staff
who belong to the N.S. Draft 5804s. There are six on the
staff belonging to this draft so when they leave us quite
a number of the " Old Cyprus Warriors " will have gone.
Pte. Brooke is still absent from the staff and the way he
has fiddled it so far it rather looks as though he won't
see any more Army service. He will probably come back
to the Regiment just in time to get demobbed.
During the icy spell a few weeks back when Folkestone
had a foot of snow there was a great demand for fuel.
Cpl. Evans and his fatigue parties did valiant work in
seeing that everyone received coal and ensuring that the
boilers were kept alight and hot water maintained through
out the cold spell.
Cpl. Alderson has left the clothing store and is now,
we are sorry to say, in hospital for an operation. Pte.
May and "Hooter" Wells are now once again in power
and have just finished issuing out to the Companies new
equipment and combat suits given to us by the Camerons
at Dover. Ptes. Jarman and Crunden seem to be in a
dream these days ; could it possibly be the N.A.A.F.I,
girls ? " Bill " Kerr, our new clerk, seems a little dreamy
as well just lately; could it, we wonder, be the same thing ?
A Board of Officers are at the moment checking our
ledgers just to make an added complication to the set up
and Sgt. Hope has had his time cut cut answering questions
and getting on with his own work.
We are about to loose our oldest stalwart of the
present Q.M. staff, Sgt. Shields, who has for many moons
past been one of the main stays of the department and
helped us all at one time or another in the troubles and
problems that have descended upon us. We wish him all
the best in his new job as Pt. Sgt. in " A " Coy. and hope
that he won't find the training too tough after his easy
time in the Q.M.'s department.
That more or less rounds off this month's account
of the happenings in the Q.M.'s department, so its cheerio
from us all until next month.
The Quartermongers.
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S a result, presumably, of our Editorial
Beef in the November issue, all Sub
Units were represented in our last number.
The effort (or can it be the effect of Christ

n
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mas

and

New

Year

festivities^

has

d e n t l y been too much for some of our
contributors, so we are no better than at
^507^
half strength to start the new year with.
We are baffled as to what to try next to
keep them up to the mark.
It is not as if December the last month of 1959 was
an inactive one. 253 volunteers attended at least one day's
training which is more than the total strength of the Bat
talion. Then, as is usual at this season, there was some form
of social activity in every Company. One would have ex
pected news to be rather more than less plentiful than
usual.
i

Exercise Winter Quarters
We forecast in November that this Exercise would be
tough. It was. The Battalion turned out on Saturday,
5th December, about 120 strong. Can it be that the
weather deterred the remainder or was the urge to earn
plenty of overtime too strong for them. The majority
were formed into a Composite Company and the surplus
Officers and senior N.C.O.'s turned themselves into Fan
tasions. We were delighted to see Roger Battery turn out
with a troop of guns to give support. We watched them,
or rather heard them, for it was about the darkest night
of the century, deploy in a large muddy field and wondered
apprehensively if they would still be there to obstruct
ploughing in the Spring. We then proceeded to patrol
energetically over a large extent of Kentish farm land,
varying between soggy pasture and particularly glutinous
ploughland. One patrol, pursuing an undeviating course of
a compass bearing, took its way through a field of well
grown Kale, which in these parts has the finest properties
of all growing things of holding—and copiously releasing
water.
We thought it exceedingly sporting of our Divisional
Commander to visit us in the middle of this extremely
damp night. We profited by his visit by getting him to
sign the authority for a rum issue, which he did with some
hesitation remarking uncharitably, " I 'm sure there's some
kind of fiddle here. " We assured him it was all com
pletely above board. Any way we treasure his autograph
on the duplicate copy of this document.
Early the next morning the Brigadier also turned up
and sloshed happily round our muddy farmyard saying,
" This is splendid. We can't have too much of this sort
of thing. "

repeat this figure as there barely remains 30 per cent of
their W.E. to recruit. 5 Buffs came next with 19.42 per
cent. We came well down the list, 16th equal with 133
Bde., with 2.63 per cent. 'We have of course, no means of
knowing how other units are doing, or what is likeiy to be
a winning figure.
Up to 31st December. 1959, we have recruited 79 and
lost 43, which makes a net increase of 36 or 3.95 per cent
of the W.E. This is an improvement on last year and, if
present trends continue, should result in a figure near a 5
per cent increase by 31st March, I960, which is the end of
the year for the purposes of the competition. No one can
pretend that this is likely to be a winning figure.

Social
The Officers' Mess held its annual Christmas Cocktail
Party. We were particularly pleased to see a good repre
sentation from the First Battalion and the Depot on this
occasion.
The visitors' book in the Mess carries two entries,
" Paul Gleadall. Comd. 44 Div. on appointment " and " Lt.
John Clifford, 4/5 R.W.K.. on appointment," which shows
we keep newcomers up to the mark.

W.O.s' and Sergeants' Mess
No doubt when you read the above heading your first
reaction was to consider putting the flags out because the
Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess has come into the
picture and included an item in the Newsletter, we have
reason to do so.
An effort has been made during the last six to eight
months to get the Sergeants and their Ladies to come to
gether at the Central Sergeants' Mess for one evening each
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Recruiting
With the judging of the recruiting competition in Kent
some 3 months off, it might be of interest to review the
position. Let's first have a look at last year's results. The
terms, by the way, of the competition are that the prize will
be awarded to the unit recruiting the largest increase in
numbers expressed as a percentage of the War Establish
ment. Last year the winners were 297 L.A.A. Wksp.,
R.E.M.E., with 31.11 per cent. They can scarcely hope to

broke out again with a day's training on Sunday at One
Tree Hill and in Knole Park. Sgt. Palmer was responsible
for seme excellent Map Reading training and Lt. Clifford—
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S a result, presumably, of our Editorial
Beef in the November issue, all Sub
Units were represented in our last number.
The effort (or can it be the effect of Christ
mas

and

MzTo/f

New

Year

fest'v'ties?)has

evidently been too much for some of our
contributors, so we are no better than at
half strength to start the new year with.
We are baffled as to what to try next to
keep them up to the mark.
It is not as if December the last month of 1959 was
an inactive one. 253 volunteers attended at least one day's
training which is more than the total strength of the Bat
talion. Then, as is usual at this season, there was some form
of social activity in every Company. One would have ex
pected news to be rather more than less plentiful than
usual.
,

Exercise Winter Quarters
We forecast in November that this Exercise would be
tough. It was. The Battalion turned out on Saturday,
5th December, about 120 strong. Can it be that the
weather deterred the remainder or was the urge to earn
plenty of overtime too strong for them. The majority
were formed into a Composite Company and the surplus
Officers and senior N.C.O.'s turned themselves into Fan
tasions. We were delighted to see Roger Battery turn out
with a troop of guns to give support. We watched them,
or rather heard them, for it was about the darkest night
of the century, deploy in a large muddy field and wondered
apprehensively if they would still be there to obstruct
ploughing in the Spring. We then proceeded to patrol
energetically over a large extent of Kentish farm land,
varying between soggy pasture and particularly glutinous
ploughland. One patrol, pursuing an undeviating course of
a compass bearing, took its way through a field of well
grown Kale, which in these parts has the finest properties
of all growing things of holding—and copiously releasing
water.
We thought it exceedingly sporting of our Divisional
Commander to visit us in the middle of this extremely
damp night. We profited by his visit by getting him to
sign the authority for a rum issue, which he did with some
hesitation remarking uncharitably. " I'm sure there's some
kind of fiddle here. " We assured him it was all com
pletely above board. Any way we treasure his autograph
on the duplicate copy of this document.
Early the next morning the Brigadier also turned up
and sloshed happily round our muddy farmyard saying,
" This is splendid. We can't have too much of this sort
of thing. "

repeat this figure as there barely remains 30 per cent of
their W.E. to recruit. 5 Buffs came next with 19.42 per
cent. We came well down the list, 16th equal with 133
Bde., with 2.63 per cent. We have of course, no means of
knowing how other units are doing, or what is likeiy to be
a winning figure.
Up to 31st December. 1959. we have recruited 79 and
lost 43, which makes a net increase of 36 or 3.95 per cent
of the W.E. This is an improvement on last year and, if
present trends continue, should result in a figure near a 5
per cent increase by 31st March, 1960, which is the end of
the year for the purposes of the competition. No one can
pretend that this is likely to be a winning figure.

Social
The Officers' Mess held its annual Christmas Cocktail
Party. We were particularly pleased to see a good repre
sentation from the First Battalion and the Depot on this
occasion.
The visitors" book in the Mess carries two entries,
" Paul Gleadall. Comd. 44 Div. on appointment " and " Lt.
John Clifford, 4/5 R.W.K., on appointment, " which shows
we keep newcomers up to the mark.

W.O.s' and Sergeants' Mess
No doubt when you read the above heading your first
reaction was to consider putting the flags out because the
Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess has come into the
picture and included an item in the Newsletter, we have
reason to do so.
An effort has been made during the last six to eight
months to get the Sergeants and their Ladies to come to
gether at the Central Sergeants' Mess for one evening each
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month to join in a small social, evening, however, owing to
the distance They hdve to travel, non availability of trans
port—cars civilian (Mark I if you own a car of the calibre
as owned by R.Q.M.S. Corke or Mark V in the case of
some other cars which we have seen round the drill halls)
also baby sitter difficulties, these evenings although enjoyed
by the few who came along, have not come up to expecta
tions.
It was with the above in mind that the Mess decided
to hold a Dance and Social evening on 12th December to
put everyone in a Christmas mood.
The attendance was quite good and we think that
everyone enjoyed themselves. Among our guests we had
the pleasure of entertaining R.S.M. Parker and members
of the 1st Battalion Sergeants' Mess and R.S.M. Collman
and members of the Depot Sergeants' Mess.
The evening took the form of games, raffle for all with
good prizes arranged by C.S.M. M. Jones, a free raffle for
the ladies, prizes—the curse of mankind—Nylons. Mixed
with an assortment of popular dances for the young and
free and some very choice numbers, slow but sure, for the
old and bold. The band, led by our friend Moggie Milton,
ex C/Sgt. 2nd Bn., played well and continuously, this with
an excellent.buffet, made it a very good evening.
Our M.C., Sgt. Scudder, assisted by the band leader,
thought at first, having looked round the hall, that then
job would be easy because they considered there would be
a considerable number of "sitters out" who would be
content with a large pint or pink gin, according to taste.
These thoughts were shattered when, having gone round
the hall and gently eased the crutches from under arms,
they were surprised to see the number who took to the floor
with gusto, including members who have never taken the
plunge and grasped a dusky maiden andwhirled her on to
the floor, to discover their forgotten youth, and to find out
that the centre of the floor is not cleared simply for the
purpose of leaving room for them to stagger from table to
bar and return. We thank the M.C. for helping to achieve
the above.
The Mess provided coaches to bring in the out of
station Companies; this enabled members and their ladies
and guests who had come long distances to remain until the
end of the social.
We were very pleased to see the ladies from different
Companies getting together to work out new and better
ideas on how to (a) stop their men from going to the Drill
Hall or (b) what fiddles they could work to get the men to
take them to the Drill Hall and Sergeants' Mess more often.
Thank you, ladies, for coming along; it was1 grand to see
you.

Q.M. Department
The time has come for me to set aside Army Form
CI771 and channel my efforts to writing of December's
"Q" activities for the Q.O.G.
The busiest time for the "Q" Department was the
Battalion Exercise, " Winter Quarters," which took us away
from cosy homes and warm fireplaces on what must have
been the wettest and coldest weekend of the year. The
exercise introduced us to the windswept landscape, ditches

and fields of Westwell, which the patrolling troops got to
know quite well before the weekend was over.v
We were indeed very grateful to a local farmer, who,
through the good offices of Major Brock, kindly allowed us
to use his farm buildings for cooking and administrative
purposes. Of particular value was a large, new brick build
ing which provided admirable sheltered space for cooking,
feeding, Command Post and Mess. The use of these
amenities certainly made life easier and improved the lot of
the cooks, who, as usual on these occasions, did a magnifi
cent job.
A midnight visit by our new G.O.C. brought us cheer
and a raising of spirits in more senses than one. Having
visited the troops on patrol and at their posts, it was
obyious that man's need for some form of antifreeze
—on such a night—was as great as any vehicle's.  Accord
ingly, a rum issue was authorised and readily distributed,
which seemed to bring new life to the defrosted soldiery
and restore their faith in the powers of the Higher Com
mand. The exercise ended well, everybody seemed happy
gnd, above all, there were no deficiencies or damages. Let's
hope it proves the forerunner of more successful training
periods.

As Christmas approached the social and bon homie
side slowly replaced the military and services side of train
ing, culminating in a Permanent Staff Party given by*The
C:0. to all military and civilian staff of the Battalion.
So a fairly quiet month came to an end with a promise
of more training in 1960 starting with a Signal Exercise
in midJanuary.
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NEWS FROM COMPANIES
"B" COMPANY
ST. MARY CRAY
The main topic of conversation and activity this
month was Exercise Winter Quarters, the writer is only
reporting from hearsay as he was unable to attend. We
mustered 24 on parade which was a very good turn out
indeed. The weather did not fail us, above average rain
fall was measured during the night, however, this did not
worry anyone very much, as during the last year on every
exercise the heavens opened, we wonder what exercise
"Bloodhound" will bring—snow, this would certainly be a
most welcome change. Members were disappointed that
chicken was not on the menu, it was noticed that they were
well guarded during our stay.
C/Sgt. Amber has led the darts team to the third round
of the County T.A. Competition and are due to play at
Ashford.
During the fortnight before Christmas, the Drill Hall
was rather quiet on Drill nights, as the Post Office Platoon
strengthened by our P.S.I., Sgt Johnson, were busy making
sure that all the cards and parcels were delivered on time.
We welcome Ptes. Bars and Mathey to the Company,
this now brings our total of other ranks to 33. Our aim for
1960 is 60 members. As we had over a 100% increase last
year, we feel, confident that we shall reach our target.

" C " COMPANY
SEVENOAKS
During Advent and over the Christmas holiday period
'C Company has, by outward appearance, taken things
easily. There has, however, been activity behind the scenes.
W.O.II M. Jones has been taking over from W.O.ll
D. Baker as our new P.S.I. We welcome C.S.M. Jones, who
daily travels over 80 miles on his scooter to look after us.
He has been with the East Surrey T.A. before and there
fore has some idea of what the T.A. does. One suggestion
to call him "Jones the Surrey" and W.O.ll H. Jones (our
T.A. C.S.M.) "Jones the Post" was rapidly vetoed— by
both concerned. We now call out "Sgt.Major Jones" and
either both or neither appear together! C.S.M. Baker is
still with us and we hope we will not lose s'ght of him. We
are going to make a small presentation to him and Mrs.
Baker later on and will record it in this publication.
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service in Jamaica had not cost him his knowledge of the
Compass. True to form of course, it was a misty day—
but we managed to see about halfamile, at times, as
opposed to the usual ten yards. After Sgt. Rump's brewup
we continued through Knole Park on a Compass and Map
Reading Exercise, which was good fun—even if Pte. Wood
did ogle a young lady of a certain officer's aquaintance.
It is good to see some Officers in the Company and
we hope that Lt. Clifford's stay will be long and happy.
Capt. Stacey looks like remaining with us—we are sorry to
hear that he has had family illness in the north country.
Pte. Gowland has fetched in another recruit and two
more appear to be on the way. We have been pleased to
see that Sgt. Ebbs is still alive.
L/Cpl. Chapman is to be married during, but not at,
Annual Training—well done!
Now, during January, the Company is concentrating on
First Aid and Light Rescue training, together with theo
retical and some practical Patrolling, Map Reading and
Compass work. We have a weekend at Crowborough on
23rd/24th January.

SUPPORT COMPANY
SOUTHBOROUGH
In our last report we forgot to mention two very im
portant events in the month of November, an oversight
we will now rectify.
Firstly, Lt.'s Peter and John Cyster made an attempt
on the 110 mile march record by marching round the
county. The first five miles they marched in record time
of one hour and then went on to do 50 miles in twelve
hours when they both seized up. It was a gallant effort on
their part and we should like to thank them for such a
jolly good try. We also would like to thank the 1st Bat
talion for all their assistance to our contestants when they
arrived in the Folkestone area.
The second event was a new recruit to the Tizard
family and we would like to welcome James and con
gratulate Lt. and Mrs. Tizard.
We would also like to congratulate Lt. P. Cyster on
his recent engagement and wish him and fiancee every
happiness.
The main training during December has been to turn
our new recruits into soldiers and this has enabled C.S.M.
Fox to get his drill voice back again.

The Sevenoaks Post Office have again occupied the
Drill Hal! for three weeks or so. At least we manage to
scrounge 150 watt bulbs frcm them—a luxury, but neces
sary if we are to see each other in the Hall now that the
dark evenings and fogs are about again.

We begin every evening with 15 minutes drill fol
lowed by instruction on the rifle and bren. The remainder
of the evening is devoted to Platoon training. The new
recruits are very keen and we hope to reach a good stan
dard before we go to camp.

The O.C. and C/Sgt. S. Wood attended a Recruiting
Committee Meeting at B.H.Q. on 13th December and we
have now heard all about our plans this year.

We notice thai our friends in 'A' Company want to
have a boxing match now that they have recruited two
boxers on to their strength. All we can to say to them is
that we have a professional wrestler in our company, any
offers?

After a fortnight's respite from evening training we
broke out again with a day's training on Sunday at One
Tree Hill and in Knole Park. Sgt. Palmer was responsible
for some excellent Map Reading training and Lt. Clifford—
on his first parade with the Company showed that his

Well we think that is all for this month, but no doubt
we will be reminded of something we have forgotten to
put in when we read the next Q.O.G,
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mand Minor Unit Competition, and official parades and
functions have been polished and often outstanding.
But more important than these specific results is the
fact that under Maj. Weymouth the Regimental Depot
has been consistently happy and efficient. We most sincerely
wish both Maj. and Mrs. Weymouth, and Jimmy, Bobby
and Geoffrey, the very best of good fortune in the future
and hope we shall see them often.

J

ANUARY has seen the changes at the Depot complete
a full circle. Maj. G. U. Weymouth. M.B.E., the
Commanding Officer for the past three years, has departed
for civilian life and he will take up an appointment in
industry. This has been a sad farewell indeed, for Maj.
Weymouth has done a tremendous amount for the Depot
during his tour of office. The interest he took in every
single recruit and member of the Depot staff was remark
able. During the three years past each department of the
Depot has had its moments of glory — the Recruits won
the Hardy Cup and Home Counties District Recruits'

The new Commanding Officer whom we welcome is
Maj. 1. A. Macmillan. He is no stranger to the Depot
and has served here before as both Company Commander
and Adjutant. He was delighted on arrival to see many
old friends here, including Mr. Hendrick, Mr. Butcher,
his batman, Pte. Jcnes, and of course Dickie Bird and

Major /. A. Macmillan.

Major G. U. Weymouth, M.B.E.
Shooting Cup, the Cooks were second in the Festing Trophy
in 1959, the Hockey team reached the semifinal of Com

Paddy Mullen. We are delighted to have Maj. Macmillan
back again and hope that both he and Mrs. Macmillan
enjoy their stay at the Depot.
The snow quite failed to prevent the Depot from
functioning, although on Friday, 15th January, when the
Colonel of the Regiment paid us an official visit, a parade
to be held in his honour was unfortunately cancelled. A
small guard of honour, commanded by Sgt. Sharp, however,
welcomed him. In the afternoon the Colonel of the
Regiment was present at a Recruits' " At Home
for
Somme and Hill 60 Platoons. The "At Home" ran very
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smoothly and indeed more parents than ever before attended.
A fine effort in view of the cold.
On 12th January the Mayor of Maidstone, Councillor
Mrs. Goodchild, the Town Clerk and members of the
Council visited us for lunch. This was a pleasant and
fitting occasion on which the Regiment was able to enter
tain the Mayor for the first time since her appointment.
Also to be welcomed this month are Major D. P. I.
Campbell and Sgt. Marchant. Maj. Campbell takes over
Training Company and Sgt. Marchant takes over as Officers'
Mess Sergeant. The following new Regulars, too, are
welcome on first arrival : Ptes. Dawkins. Mackesy, Rye
and Riordan.
The senior new arrivals were soon in the throes of
their responsibilities. The C.O. went off almost immediately
on a senior officers' exercise called (appropriately enough!)
' Brass Tacks."
The Mess Sergeant. Sgt. Marchant, also was immedi
ately organising official functions for the Officers' Mess
and on Friday, 29th January, Col. M. Ponting, O.B.E., the
Colonel A.Q.. visited the Depot.
On Tuesday, 2nd February, Wing Commander Nelson
Edwards gave a most interesting talk to all the senior mem
bers of the Depot on Land/Air Warfare. There were
many questions and a lively discussion, and the C.O. thanked
him for giving so stimulating a talk.
The hockey team is regrettably stumbling and is finding
itself unable to live up to its reputation of last year. In
the Minor Units' Cup the Depot was defeated by the
Junior Leaders' Regiment, R.E., Permanent Staff by 3 goals
to 1. Nevertheless the team is enjoying its hockey and
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hoping for better things in the future and especially if the
fine weather produces faster pitches.
Maj. Abplanalp is still in hospital. We send him good
wishes and hope that he will be fit again soon.
With the advent of " Restriction of Privileges " in lieu
of C.B., who can say that we are under privileged ?

SERGEANTS'

MESS

Success at last! Mrs. Jean Sharp presented her hus
band Dave with a baby girl early one Saturday morning.
Congratulations to you both, you certainly kept us all on
our toes wondering when and how, we thought she would
never arrive.
Lots of movement this month. Sgt. George Gordon,
D.C.M., left us complete with car to join the 1st Battalion.
Sgt. Marchant complete with car joined us from 1st Bat
talion to take over Officers' Mess duties from Sgt. Mace,
who is now just another "Holdee" complete with car. Uncle
Don Skelding had a practice run in his fish shop prior to
his demob next month. Sgt Toe Huntington leaves us next
week on Safari to the outside world, and Sgt. Bert Rose is
on demob leave. We hope to see their replacements soon
as the guard roll is looking so bare.
The new entertainments committee started their
quarter well with the introduction of a snooker knockout
competition and a crib and darts league, much enthu
siasm has been shown in these projects and the positions
at the moment are: Finalists snooker, R.S.M. Collman and
Sgt. Dave Sharp. League leaders darts, Sgt Bill Williams
and crib champion C/Sgt. Dick Barton closely followed

Colonel of the Regiment inspecting the Guard of Honour
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by the R.S.M. who, despite his hours of practice, just has
not got the stamina on the straight.
Cur recent trip to Canterbury for the Buffs dance
proved most successful and entertaining, seme of our singie
Sergeants having made conquests With seme nurses. One
Sergeant in particular held up the bus for haif an hour while
he went for a breather with his medical advisor, he was so
distraught and preoccupied on his return and his knees
trembled so much, he forgot to pal his hair back in place
before he got on the bus. Before leaving he was given a
free injection and elected Mr. Emergency Ward Nine for
I960.
C.S.M. Bert King, B.E.M., stiff continues to visit us
each week bringing with him a fresh stock of tales from
the courts. He recently renamed his car "HotRod" maybe
it was because his tyres kept burning up, but I don't think
so. 1 also hear he lead a search party on the Leas Cliff,
Folkestone recently. 1 wonder why?
Sgt. Ted Booker had a huge chunk of leave this month
and Sgt. Tom Silverside took over the reins "or was it
rains" and one could now get service with civility. Sgt. Ron
Scrivens also has a little dabble behind the bar between
understudying the C.Q.M.S. who is said to have 216 days
leave due, leaving him 56 days to push.
There is some talk of getting seme 'contemptuous' fur
niture soon, the main piece being a mark 6j dining table
with cutaway portions for the more rotund members of
the Pay Corps. Good job Uncle Don does not live in—
there would be no table.
Must go now and get these notes to Regimental Head
quarters which is all of 25 yards away. Somehow I never
manage tc get there on time, 1 shall have to get a bettei
car.
Ugh.

TRAINING COMPANY
On 15th January The Depot was honoured by a visit
from Maj.Gen. D. E. B. Talbot. C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C.,
The Colonel of the Regiment. This was to have been
marked by a parade of all available personnel, but owing
to circumstances beyond our control, namely the weather,
this had to be cancelled. After a tour of the barracks he
watched the "At Home" of "Hill 60" and "Somme"
platoons, which, in spite of the terrible weather conditions,
attracted a large number of relatives and friends.
Congratulations to L/Cpl. Martin, Cpl. Jordan's able
righthand man in the Orderly Room on his recent promo
tion (Sign on John!)
The Company Office is extra busy preparing for the
arrival on 4th February of an intake numbering more than
100, which is the largest for quite a while. The disposal of
this intake will be approximately 30 for the 1st Battalion.
The Middlesex Regiment and 70 for the 1st Battalion, The
Buffs. This intake will be divided into 2 platoons, to be
named V1MY and ITALY.
We hope that the 5 N.C.O.'s attached to us from The
Royal Sussex Regiment to assist in the training of this
large intake, enjoy their stay at The Depot.
All ranks at the Depot wish to Maj. Abplanalp, now
in Millbank Hospital., a very speedy recovery and hope that
he will soon be back at work. The very best of luck to
Capt. Craven, who was our Company Commander for a
short time, cn his departure to join the Rhodesian Army.
At the moment 2/Lt. Bateman is holding the helm of
Training Company until the arrival of Maj. Campbell in
January.
"The Beehive"
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There were 40 members at our meeting held on 29th
January, and this must be considered a good crowd, as
weather conditions were not in favour of a large attendance.
It seemed months since our meeting of 19th December,
yet only six weeks had passed, and during that short period
we had lost the " Father " of the branch, the wellknown
and loved Maj. A. S. (Boss) Bredon, who passed away so
early in the New Year, January 3rd to be precise. We
were aware he was not well, but it came as a great shock
to us all to learn of his death; those of us who take
the Q.O.G. from that magazine, but to most of the branch
only at this meeting, when Len Remfry announced the
fact.
We owe so much to Maj. Bredon, who was one of
our two Honorary Joint Presidents. He, together with
Harry Elson, steered us through the very dark days, when
only a very few members' presence rewarded their efforts
to keep the flag of the London Branch flying. It would
have been very easy for either to have said, " I've had
enough," and we should not today have the terrific number
of members, or the wonderful opportunity we get monthly
to talk over old times. Neither Maj. Bredon nor Harry
Elson, praise be, were of that mind, and due to that
we have every opportunity to meet, air our views and
enjoy these reunions.
To show thanks, we invited both some years ago to
become Hen. Presidents of the branch, and both accepted.
Now, " Boss" Bredon, not quite our oldest member but
regarded affectionately as the " Father" of the branch,
has departed. We send, belatedly I fear, our deepest
sympathy tc his near relatives. The obituary which
appeared in the Q.O.G. gave his main characteristics in
the usual newspaper form, but Lt.Col. Pug Durtnell.
deputising in the absence of our President, General A.
Riddell, gave us a more human side, and more details in
respect of cur departed friend.
" Few of us in the branch had not served with him,"
he told us. " at some time or another. He was a friendly
and kindly man with a keen sense of humour. No officer
was more popular and respected. Popularity," said Col.
Durtnell, " came easy to many, but to be respected and
popular, was vastly different. Maj. Bredon will be sadly
missed and he was, in every sense, an officer and a
gentleman."
The Chairman. Len Remfry, thanked Col. C. S.
Durtnell for the speech and we rose in silence in honour
of this wellloved and respected member of our Branch.
Much of the Major's time between the wars was
spent in serving with the 1st Bn., and my own contact
with him was in Poona when I played a few games of

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE
rugger for the " Grenadiers," at full back, and Maj. Bredon
occasionally turned out for " C" Coy. He had a very
tough command in those days. These were the Jock Ren ton,
Bill Cooper, Bill Bristow, Johnny Noakes, Freddy Holmes,
Freddy Hill days, lough merchants, who loved their com
pany, and their Company Commander, who to this day,
with all the rank and file, is known as " Mickey" Bredon,
never, as our officers called him, " Boss " Bredon.
Despite these warriors, who played hockey, football
and rugger for their company, drank like troopers, spent
time in the clink and on jankers, the major always had
them well under control, and it was 110 secret that each
and every one of these hardened characters would cheer
fully have laid down their lives for "Old Mickey." Maj.
Bredon had, to me personally, never seemed young. To
the last time 1 saw him he seemed little changed. His
hair had whitened, but those kindly eyes, beneath very
bushy eyebrows, still held that slightly humorous twinkle
as though he were about to relate a funny story. Col.
Durtnell said, he did have a keen sense of humour.
I remember many years ago Cpl. " Bung" (George)
Slow relating the following true incident, which happened
when C.S.M. Lewis, I believe, was his C.S.M. The company,
" C" of course, had been ordered on a march during
company training, and " F.S.M.O." was the order, haver
sack on back, and troops were to pack their cardigans, as
it looked like a night 'op.' On a surprise turn out of kits,
several young N.C.O.s, as well as men, were noted to have
taken no cardigan on the march. They were charged,
" Conduct to the predge. etc.," and to save time all the
junior N.C.O.s, five of them, were marched in together,
among them. L.C'pls. Hooper, Stow, Milton, Hunt, with
L.Cpl. " Nutty " Trew as the escort.
" Mickey " had dished out the usual C.B. to the troops,
and when the N.C.O.s were marched in, with escort, Trew,
on the right, growled at them, " Well, 1 don't expect you
N.C.O.s to have anything to say —You, Hunt, Milton,
Hooker, Stow, and you, Trew, all 'reprimanded'." The
astounded Trew said, " Excuse me, sir, but I'm the escort ! "
"Never mind," growled Maj. Bredon, "you're all repri
manded. March "em out. SergeantMajor.
During home leave in U.K. in 1927, Maj. and Mrs.
Bredon had visited the show " Sunny," in London, and
brought back with them the music of that very wellknown
song of the day, " Who." We had a dance band, made up
of several mandolines, a pianist, drummer and fiddle, at
St. Thomas' Mount, Madras, in those days, and Maj. Bredon
requested us (yes, I was in that band) to play "Who"
at the next dance we ran. It was a great success and I
well remember Maj. Bredon congratulating Don Johnson,
one of his Lance Sgts., who was cur pianist, on the rendering
of the tune that both he and Mrs. Bredon liked so much.
1 seem to have dwelt a long time on this officer, who
meant so much to us all. There are several of his old
company of the 1st Bn. still with the branch. Bogie
Childs' connection goes back even to the arrival of Maj.
Bredon in the Regiment, so 1 hope those who have no
personal knowledge of him will forgive my lapses into
the past.
As stated above, we had a good attendance. Lt.Col.
Pug Durtnell was back to audit our accounts for us. No
doubt the accounts are in good order, that can be accepted,
and very welcome he was too. There were Lt.Cols. N. D.
Chaplin, Booth. Tucker. R. C. Mines and our Cadets'
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representative, now in better health. Col. Pink. There was
Maj. Bodger Kemp, with no anecdote this time, so 1 gave
him one. Bogie Child. Arthur Edwards, Jerry Sweetman
and Ted Ballard were our veteran representation. 1 feel
I ought to include Mrs. Cox among these, as she was once
more with us. Other ladies present were Mrs. George Stow,
Mary Donaldson and the young Mrs. Wallace.
Our full contingent of office bearers were these :
Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer, ViceChairman and Wel
fare Officer. Two Brom'ey members, in addition to Lt.Col.
Pug Durtnell, Robert Wilks and Alf Ellis, were both
present. We were sorry that Johnny Gammell was not
able to come. He would have enjoyed a chat with Lt.Col.
Durtnell, who, as 1 have stated in previous notes,
accompanied him on that memorable trip to Rawalpindi
when the latter won the officers' lightweight title. John
was suffering from 'flu. I hope he'll manage to get that
man Sealey along too, next time.
All our usuals were on parade, Trefor Thomas, Harry
Lofts, Jack Hunt, Fred Bagust, Dick Forrester, Scruff
Boughton, Dan Elliott. George Stow. Tom Vidler was with
us, our Chelsea pensioner, bringing the good wishes of
Douglas Burrows. Many thanks from the branch, Douglas,
we hope to see you when the better weather comes along.
" Jewwy " Edwards turn up, and Jack Jones, whom many
ex1st Bn. wallahs will remember as the man with the
trombone in our band. He has come along in a big way
— no, not the doublebass, but in an administrative capacity
with a wellknown, in fact, famous, dance band.
He was off to the U.S.A. on a short business trip, break
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ing his journey to pop in and see us. He has a daughter
with grandchildren in Texas, and was working out how
to get there from New York, a mere couple of thousand
miles or so away, all in live days ! 1 sincerely hope he
made it. They don't come better than Jack Jones.
The agenda commenced with the minutes, which were
passed and read, and we were soon among the correspon
dence. There was mail from H.R.H. The Duchess, saying
many thanks for our Christmas card and good wishes to
us for 1960. One from the President, who is going to
Washington in his " Defence" capacity. He wrote that
ii^ had attended the funeral of Maj. Bredon together
with Maj. J. Kay and. 1 believe, one other officer, whose
name 1 did not catch.
Whilst several members wished to slate somebody or
other at Maidstone, for not letting the branch, through
our Secretary, know of the demise of the late Maj. A. S.
Bredon, perhaps its as well to remember that General A.
Riddell, our President, may have been informed, as he
was at the funeral, and that perhaps the President did
not want to unduly worry our Secretary or Chairman. It
decs not always pay to be hasty in these matters as Trefor
Thomas said at the meeting.
Mail from "The Colonel," General Denys Talbot,
whom the branch wishes to heartily congratulate on his
being awarded the honour of C.B., which we all feel is
very well deserved. He hopes to attend one of our meetings
shortly. I hope I wasn't too presumptious in my last
set of notes, but 1 still hope Col. A. K. Grant and Lt.Col.
P. H. Macklin accompany him on that occasion.
News of our invalids too, as both Bunny Hare and
Dick Blackham had written, thanking the branch for the
excellent Christmas parcels, and informing us that they
both hoped for better health in the near future. No more
than we wish you both, gentlemen. Be of good cheer and
may you both have better health.
Letter from the Depot extolling Lt.Col. Charles
Chaplin's newest line in the History of the Regiment, com
piled by this member of the London Branch who attends
so often. Only 10s., postage paid by the branch, for any
member who is interested. To the public it is three times
as much, so it is undoubtedly a bargain. Apply to Tom
Briddcck at any meeting. The History will be at your
doorstep within a few days.
It was nice to hear that Alf Toms has settled down
quite well at Westgate with the British Legion Village there,
and seems to be having quite a pleasant time.
There were one or two late arrivals at the meeting,
but we were very surprised to see one of our younger old
friends turn up again, in the presence of Tom Buckle,
the Army swimmer, who. after running a small business
near Penge, took over The Swan, in Coleman Street, E.C.,
near London Wall, a couple of years ago. 1 well remember
him writing to ask us if we were ever in trouble in respect
of accommodation, to call upon him. as he had a large
room available at any time for us. Tom looked taller than
ever and little changed. As he has a sixday licence, he
had shut the pub for the evening, in order to attend the
meeting. He is doing extremely well and tells me Tom
Vidler attends his pub quite regularly. So if you're at
a loose end near London Wall any time, call in at The
Swan.
Suggestions for the benefit of the branch and A.O.B.
brought very little, except for the recording of the Chair
man's action, in respect of the death of Maj. A. S. Bredon.

in the branch minutes, and. a suggestion that we contribute
£1 annually to the Q.O.G., sending a copy to each of four
members who are unable to get same. This was agreed
and the committee will select four names and send to Mr.
Editor. Wonder how much longer the Q.O.G. will go
on ?
The Chairman reminded us that there was a general
meeting shortly and he hoped we would all bring forward
any suggestions we may have, for the well being of the
branch, and the Association, to him next month, in order
that we may voice our opinion at the A.G.M. of the
P. & P.A. We all signified we wished no intrusion into
the Buffs P. & P., neither did we wish them, unless they
cared to join us under our own title, to tread on our
preserves. We still have many years before we need worry
about the new H.C. Bde., and we could follow Asquith's
policy for a while before any move is made in respect of
our own Association. The A.G.M. should be quite infest
ing, and we look forward to news at the end of March.
There was little else of business and the raffle then
proceeded for a handsome bottle of Ruby Port, which
was won with ticket No. 8. held by Ted Ballard. Many
thanks for the prizegiver and the winner. Many thanks
too to Mrs. Mary Donaldson, wife of that man of" jankers "
fame, " Canter," who persuaded and cajoled every one of
our members to take several tickets. " Canter," by the
way, tells me the nickname originated from that famous
character of the 1st Bn., Christopher Lumley, who, once
upon hearing the famous " Defaulters" call said to our
friend Donaldson, "Go on, there's your call, canter
along," and " Canter " it has been ever since !
After the meeting closed, Timber's " TRHorror,"
ground out the Regimental March, and other items, to any
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who wished to listen to it. I mentioned to Jack Hunt
that the Band of 1938, under B.M. McKenna, was good
enough, once it had received a top class award from Kneller
Hall, to be given a 45 minute spot on the Home Programme,
for which we were all given an hour off in order to listen,
by decree of Lt.Col. P. N. Anstruther. Jack said that
there could be no band like the one in 1921 at Calcutta,
under B.M. Walmsley. 1 must say the band was pretty
good. I well remember taking charge of a firing party
once, to take part in " 1812" — with blanks and fireworks !
The 2nd Bn. Band, with B.M. Hunt in Cologne. Rhiel, how
ever, was very much to the fore, too. in 1920, so perhaps
its wisest to say, all these bands were excellent, and that
should please all my bandsmen friends !
The Spider.

BROMLEY BRANCH

A

NOTHER year is with us and 1 wonder what it por
tends? If the weather of the moment is any indication^
then we are in for a tough time. But "all's well that ends
well" so we'll leave it at that.

AFTERMATH
I hope that for those who could indulge, the effects of
turkey and Christmas pudding have worn off by now and
that all appetites and disgestive organs have reached nor
mal. Not to mention liquid food.
SICK MEMBER
Readers will be sorry to learn that one, Sid Lucy, ex
3rd and 6th Battalions, of this Branch, has recently under
gone an internal operation. Although 72 years of age, he
came through the ordeal alright and at the moment of
writing is away convalescent at Deal. By the time this is in
print I trust he will be restored to normal health. Bob
Wilks and I visited him in St. Alfrege's Hospital so that we
could report to the Branch Members.
MAJOR BREDON
It is with much regret that 1 learn of the passing of
Major Bredon and at last I have learned something else.
By virtue of the fact that he was in Mesopotamia with our
2nd Bn., I realise that he was the Captain Bredon who did
much to help train the 1/5 Bn. in the first few weeks after
their arrival in Jhansi, India in "December, 1914. On my part
I have a lot to thank him for, for it was he who recommended
me with two others of the Battalion, for the 1st Territorial
Musketry Course, held at Paohmarhi, C.P. in January,
1915. I still have photographs of the school, but as they are
of matt finish I believe they are not useful for publication.
To Major Bredon's memory therefore, I commit myself.
OLD SWEAT
Recently in a wellknown Sunday newspaper, 1 adver
tised the date of our A.G.M. and received a letter from an
exmember of the Regiment who is seeking to find any
one with whom he served, for so far over the decades, he
has failed to do so. In a long epistle he admits of being in
his 82nd year, joined up under the Derby Scheme in World
War I and was posted to 2/4th Bn., The Queen's Own at
Rochester, from whence he went on active service in Egypt
and Palestine. So if any of the Branches of the P.P.A. have
any member who might know him, he will be pleased to
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hear from them. His name and address is herewith ap
pended: Mr. Thomas A. Hardy. 27 Southway, North Har
row, Middx. In the meantime 1 am communicating with
him and enclosing a form of application for the delivery
cf the Q.O.G. This should give him some interest.
2/20th LONDON REGiMENT
I have several comments of thanks from exmembers
of the 2/20th London Regt. for my report on the "Rededi
cation and Laying Up" of their King's Colour at St. Mary's
Church, Lewisham, on the 18th October last. Lt.Col. L. J.
Wayman, O.B.E.. T.D. was very profuse in his thanks and 1
learn as a result of the report that several have taken up
the idea of taking the Q.O.G. regularly.
CONGRATULATIONS
And lastly, may 1 with Bob Wilks, add our congratu
lations to Freddy Jezard on his becoming a "daddy" to a
baby boy. We were with him on the day that his wife went
into hospital and T remember his leaving us in Week Street,
Maidstone with mixed and anxious feelings. All the best,
Freddy and Mrs. Jezard.
Iwuzz Thayre

CATFORD A N D DISTRICT
BRANCH

T

HE Monthly Meeting of the Branch held on Friday,
8th January, 1960 was quite a happy and successful
one and quite well supported. Mr. "Harry" Lake was in
the Chair and in very good form.
Final arrangements for the Branch Theatre Outing to
the Whitehall Theatre, to see "The Simple Spymen" were
announced, and "Picking Up" points made clear to all.. The
37 seats were fully booked up, several people were dis
appointed.
We were very pleased to have with us again "Timber"
Marchant, who after proceedings were concluded, put on
his recorder and we heard a speech given by the C.O. of
the 1st Bn., and the Regimental Marches played by the
Band, which gave us quite a thrill and a memory to carry
with us in years to come.
I am sure that many will be interested to know of our
future plans. First is that our Annual Dinner will be held at
our Headquarters at the Signal Hotel opposite the Forest
Hill Station ("UP LINE") on Saturday, 23rd April, I960, de
tails will be given later. We hope that we shall have the sup
port of many Branches as this is the Tenth Year since the
Branch was formed. That idea was the inspiration of dear
friend, now departed, "Med" Albert Medhurst.
The following day, Sunday 24th April, 1960 at 6.30
p.m., the Branch will be supporting the Patronal Festival at
St. George's Church, Perry Hill, Catford, S.E.23, which we
and many other Branches have done so for several years.
We sincerely hope that more Branches than usually attend
will come this year of Celebration, especially as the past
Bishop of Southwark, The Rev. Bertram Simpson will be
present and no doubt preach the Sermon, so please, as
many as can, do come along and give us your full support.
On Friday, 13th May, 1960 we shall be holding our
Annual General Meeting at the Signal at 8 p.m. Should
any in the district be interested whether members or not, or
any who have been members and have dropped out for
some reason or other, especially those who were with us
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for 20th February and a coach will leave Tonbridge Drill
Hall in Avebury Avenue and proceed to Maidstone via
Tunbridge Wells, Pembury and East Peckham. The coach
will leave Tonbridge at 6.45 p.m.
On the proposition of Mr. Wraight, the meeting agreed
that the annual subscription be increased by sixpence with
the exception of old age pensioners.
The Chairman, before closing the meeting, said he was
very glad to see such a good attendance from Tunbridge
Wells and hoped very much that they would be able to
continue the good work.
T.L.S.
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February meeting was sparsely attended due to the
A weather but the spirit of those present was not
damped.
The Chairman, S. Thompson, presided. After the open
ing welcome to all, the Branch accorded silent tribute to
comrades who had passed.
Apologies for absence were received from Alf Tapp
and Messrs. Randall and Shaw.
Minutes of January were confirmed. The Treasurer's
report was approved.
The last Reunion to be held at Maidstone (in July)
will be honoured by the presence of our ColonelinChief,
H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent. The occasion merits a call
to all members of the Branch to rally at Maidstone.
The Branch President congratulated the organisers on
the result of the Christmas Draw and reported that he had
met Joe Munden, ExCpl. Blunt and Wcokey. The monthly
draw was won by the Chairman (Tommo).
it was decided to organise three draws per year (Lin
coln. Derby and Christmas).
Lincoln tickets are now available and are being dis
tributed.
G. H. Anchors,
Branch Correspondent
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BADGES

The badge is made of heavily chromeplated metal with
the cap badge set in a background of the Regimental
Colours in vitreous enamel.

SHORNGUFFE BRANCH
''^HERE has been little to report from this Branch
recently. I am sure, however, that members would
like to know about a most successful social evening we
held on Friday, 8th January.
The 1st Bn., now settled in Moore Barracks at Shorn
cliffe, were our guests for the evening and we were de
lighted to welcome Col. and Mrs. Gwilliam. Majors
Macmillan and Winstanley, Lt. Hoggart and about 20
N.C.O.'s and men with their wives.
The social took place at our usual rendezvous, the
Fleur de Lys in Sandgate, and most of our members and
their wives were present, including Sir Charles Tuff.
A very gay evening, consisting of music, games and
quizzes, as well as several rounds of houseyhousey ensued.
We are very much indebted to Maj. George Duffield
for organising the proceedings, and to Mr. and Mrs.
Shakespeare, the proprietors of the Fleur de Lys, for lay
ing on a most generous supply of refreshments,
l.R.L.

The cost is 26/9 post free.—Apply to The Editor
" Queen's Own Gazette," Regimental Headquarters, The
Barracks, Maidstone.
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ColonelinChief The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
PRESIDENT :
MAJORGENERAL D. E. B. TALBOT. C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O.. M.C.
Colonel of the Regiment.
CHAIRMAN :
LIEUTENANTCOLONEL H. N. EDWARDS, M.B.E.. D.L.
HON. SECRETARY & TREASURER :
LIEUTENANTCOLONEL A. A. EASON.
Regimental Headquarters, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone.
BRANCHES :
DETAIL OF MEETINGS
CHAIRMAN
SECRETARY
BRANCH
Mr R F Wilks
Mr. G. H. Cockell,
Last Saturday each month. 8 p.m., United
Bromley

  
Service Club, Bromley.
3 pjiestfleid Road, Forest Hill, S.E.23.
.Mr. S. L. Thompson . .Major H. M. Smith, M.B.E..
First Monday each month, 7.30 p.m., at'The
Chatham
"Jutogh," 16 Beaconsfield Road, Chatham.
Hare and Hounds, 310 High Stieet,
°
I D h n n a Chatham
C V i o H v a i n 43878).
ARR7RI
Rochester. (Phone
The second Friday in every month at "The
Mr.
Len
Clarke.
C a t f o r d & D i s t r i c t ..Mr. W. Hall and
Railway Signal", Devonshire Rd., Forest
38 Queenswood Road, Forest Hill,
Mr. H. Lake
Hill, S.E.23.
S.E.23.
Last Friday each month, 8 p.m., Terminus
.Mr.
W.
T.
Nichols.
Mr.
Haddon
....
Gravesend
Hotel, Stuart Rd., Gravesend.
9 The Bungalows, Cross Lane West,
Gravesend, Kent.
Last Friday each month at "The Cran
.Mr. T. Briddock.
Mr. L. Remfry . .
London
bourn", 1 Upper St. Martin's Lane,
74 Cherry Tree, Walk, West Wickham.
Leicester Square, W.C.2.
Kent
Third Friday each month, at 7.45 p.m., Ser
. Mr. A. Waterman,
Mr. H. W. Maxlow
Maidstone
geants' Mess, Depot, R.W.K., Maidstone.
Little Holmestead, Forge Lane,
Leeds, Nr. Maidstone, Kent.
Last Thursday each month, at 8 p.m., Drill
RpwenmLq
Maj. A. H. Coombes, Mr. J. Palmer,
Hall. Argyle Road. Sevenoaks.
be
oass
c/o T.A. Centre, Argyle Road, Sevenoaks
T.D.
"FleursdeLys", Sandgate. Quarterly, first
Shornciiffe
Lt.Col. I . R. Lovell ..Mr. E. W. N. Elvy,
Friday, January, April, July, October.
biiorncilire
235 cheriton High street. Folkestone.
Third Wednesday of each month, T.A.
Tonbridee and
Maj. N. S. C. Elmslie. .Mr. F. Jezard,
Centre, Avebury Avenue, Tonbridge.
T u n b r i d g e W e l l s ..
2 Milton Gardens, Tonbridge.
Reunions twice yearly at White Hart Hotel,
fith R a t t a l i o n
. .Lt.Col. G. K.Defrates Mr. C. Saycrs,
Bromley.
6th uatta
n.s.o., M.C.
59 Grasmere Gardens, Orpington.
Reunions annually in March or April as
Major E. Goodman ..Mr. T. Shepherd,
7th Battalion
notified in Press and "Q.O.G."
492 Downham Way, Bromley, Kent.
8th Battalion
10th

Battalion

11th Battalion
20th

(London)

..Mr. A. E. Buddel.
O.B.E., M.C.
.. Mr. G. D. Draycott

Mr. Stanford,
10 Bramble Close, Maidstone.
Mr. L. W. Dawson,
19 Chestnut Drive, Heme Bay, Kent.
Mr. F. Sales.
16 Kidbrookc Grove. Blackheath, S.E.3.

Annual Dinner, as notified in "Q.O.G."
Annual Dinner, as notified in "Q.O.G."
Meeting first
Tuesday each month.
Hedge House. Blackheath.
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Membership is open to all who are serving or who have served in The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment. Subscriptions a,e:
Life Membership: Officers £2/10/0; Other Ranks, 1 0 /  ; or an Annual Subscription o f : Officers, 5/, other Ranks, 1 /  .
The object of this Association is to foster esprit de corps, to help members keep in touch with one another, and to assist those in
distress. The Association is affiliated to the British Legion.
Past and Present Association Badges are available a t a cost of 3 /  t o Life Members.
All communications should be addressed to the Hon. Secretary, Past and Present Association, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone, Kent.
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THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT (50th and 97th)
"Quo Fas et Gloria ducunt." The Sphinx superscribed "Egypt."
The White Horse of Kent with motto " Invicta."
"Vimiera," "Corunna," "Almarez," "Vittoria," "Pyrenees," "Nive,"
"Orthes,"
"Peninsula,"
"Punniar,"
"Moodkee,"
"Ferozechah,"
"Aliwal,"
"Sobraon,"
"Alma,"
"lnkcrman," "Sevastopol," "Lucknow," "New Zealand," "Egypt, 1882,"
"Nile, 188485," "South Africa, 190002," "Afghanistan, 1919."
The Great War—18 Battalions.—" M o n s , " "Le Cateau," "Retreat from Mons." "Marne, 1914," "Aisne, 1914," "La Bassee, 1914,"
"Messines, 1914, '17," "Ypres, 1914, '15, '17, '18," "Hill 60," "Gravenstafel," "St. Julien," "Frezenberg," "Loos,"
"Somme, 1916, *18," "Albert, 1916, '18," "Bazentin," "Delville
Wood."
"Poziers,"
"Guillemont,"
"FlersCourcelette,"
"Morval," "Thiepval," "Le Transloy," "Ancre Heights," "Ancre, 1916, '18," "Arras, 1917, '18," "Vimy, 1017," "Scarpe, 1917,"
"Oppy," "Pilcken," "Langemarck, 1917," "Menin Road," "Polygon Wood," "Broodseinde," "Passchendaele," "Cambrai,
1917 '18," "St. Quentin," "Rosieres," "Avre," "Villers Bretonneux," "Lys," "Hazebrouck," "Kemmel," "Ameins," "Bapume.
1918!" "Hindenburg Line," "Epehy," "Canal du Nord," "St. Quentin Canal," "Courtrai," "Selle," "Sambre," "France and
Flanders, 191418," "Italy, 191718," "Suvla," "Landing at Suvla," "Scimitar Hill," "Gallipoli, 1915," "Rumani," "Egypt,
191516," "Gaza," "El Mughar," "Jerusalem," "Jericho," "Te'.l 'Asur," "Palestine, 191718," "Defence of Kut el Amara,"
"Sharqav." "Mesopotamia, 191518."
Second World War—"Defence of The Escaut," "Foret de Nieppe," "NorthWest Europe, 1940," "Alam el Haifa," "El Alamein,"
"Djebel Abiod," "Djebel Azzag, 1942." "Oued Zarga," "Djebel Ang." "Medjez Plain," "Longstop Hill. 194'3," "Si Abdallah," "North
Africa. 194243," "Centuripe," "Monte Rivoglia," "Sicily. 1943." "Termoli." "San Salvo." "The Sangro," "Romagnoll," "Impos
sible Bridge," "Villa Grande," "Cassino," "Castle Hill," "Liri Valley," "Piedimonte Hill." "Trasimene Line," "Arezzo," "Advance
to Florence." "Monte Scalari," "Casa Fortis," "Rimini Line," "Savio Bridgehead," "Monte Pianoereno," "Monte Spaduro,"
"The Senio," "Argenta Gap," "Italy, 194345," "Greece, 194445," "Leros," "Malta, 194042," "North Arakan," "Razabil," "Mayu
Tunnels," "Defence of Kohinia," "Taungtha." "Sittang, 1945," "Burma, 194345."
ColonelinChief : H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
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Social and Personal

^Editorial
The Colonel of the Regiment has received the follow
ing telegram in reply to a telegram which was sent to Her
Majesty The Queen on the occasion of the birth of a
Prince:
"The Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh sincerely
thank all ranks Past and Present of the Queen's Own
Royal West Kent Regiment for their kind message of
congratulations on the birth of a son to Her Majesty and
His Royal Highness."
if

if

if

*

Her Royal Highness The Duchess of Kent, our
ColonelinChief, has graciously consented to attend the
Officers' Regimental Dinner at the United Services Club
on Friday, 13th May, 1960, and will visit the 1st Bn. at
Shorncliffe and the 4/5th Bn. in camp at Dibgate on Fri
day, 10th June. 1960, and will also attend the Reunion on
Sunday, 17th July, 1960.
*

*
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*

*

We were delighted to receive a visit from Captain W.
A. Barcock, late of the Canterbury Regiment of New
Zealand. He called at the request of LieutenantColonel
S. M. Pritchard, the present Commanding Officer of the
Canterbury Regiment, to thank the Regiment for the gift
of the silver bugle presented to mark the centenary of the
Regiment, and to pay his personal respects to the Regiment.
Unfortunately Captain Bardock is only over here on a
short visit.

We hope by the time that our printers have finished their
chores on the March Q.O.G., that our Colonel will have
fully recovered from his illness.
We offer our heartiest congratulations to Lt.Col. Ian
Roper on assuming command of 4 Malay Regt.
The Bush Telegraph informs us that Maj. Guy
Weymouth was seen recently outside the Casino in Monte
Carlo. We sincerely hope that he left his gratuity in a U.K.
Bank, and that his holiday is doing him good.
We also offer our warmest congratulations to Mr.
Batcman on obtaining his Regular Commission. To
Lieutenant (now Captain) Heatly on being selected to play
for the Army in their Hockey matches against Bowden on
27th February, and Brooklands on 28th February. To
Messrs. Durtnell and Heatly on their promotion to Captain.
Our visitors this month were:
T. K. Colgate Esq., on termination of his Short Service
Commission; Maj. D. S. Scull, on his return from Hong
Kong; Capt I. D. Pybus, on his return from the Airborne
Forces.
"Paddy" Mullen has asked us to thank all the kind
people who wrote to him during his illness, and to say
that he will answer the letters personally whenever his
brainbox commences to function again.

+

PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS
Extracts from London Gazette
REGULAR ARMY

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
The Editor acknowledges with thanks the receipt of
the following Regimental Journals and Magazines:
The Dragon, The Tank, The R.A.O.C. Journal, The
Rouissilion Gazette, St. George's Gazette.

Maj.Gen. Dennis Edmund Blacquiere Talbot, C.B.E.,
D.S.O., M.C., Colonel The Queen's Own Royal West Regi
ment: the forenames are as now shown and not as in
Gazette (Supplement' dated 16th October, 1959.
Lt. A. F. Heatly (433133) to be Captain, 12th February,
1960.
Lt. R. J. Durtnell
February, 1960.

FORTHCOMING
May 13—At

Home, Savoy

EVENTS

Hotel.

Regimental

Dinne r

United Services Club.
June 10—Visit of the ColonelinChief to 1st Bn. and 4/5th
Bn. at Dibgate Camp.
July

9—Regimental Golf Meeting. Queen's Own v The
Buffs at the Wildernesse Club, Sevenoaks.

Annual

Association.

Reunion

Past

and

be Captain, 12th

Maj. G. U. Weymouth, M.B.E. (138418) retires on
retired pay, 18th February, 1960. (Reserve Liability).
2nd Lt. Giles Barthrop Bateman (457675) from Regular
Army National Service List to be 2nd Lieutenant, 9th
March, 1960, with seniority 10th January, 1960.

MEMORANDA
Maj. and Bt. Lt.Col. D. C. J. Manners (69809) from
R.W.K. to be LieutenantColonel on the Employed List (1),
29th July, 1959.

ARMY AIR CORPS

July 16, 18, 20, 21—Maidstone Cricket Week.
July 17—22nd

(433099) to

Present

Capt. R. W. G. Nicholls, M.B.E. (330337) from R.W.K.
to be Captain, 19th December, 1959, with seniority 30th
April, 1953.
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Short Service Commission
22517990 Cadet Roger Frederick Schooling (463504)
to be 2nd Lieutenant, 5th December, 1959. (Direct Entry).

Regular Army Reserve of Officers
Short Service Commission
Lt. B.
Lieutenant,
seniority.
Lt. T.
Lieutenant,
seniority.

J. Furlonger (445496) from Active List to be
10th December, 1959, retaining his present
K. Colgate (451683) from Active List to be
16th February, I960, retaining his present

Class III
Capt. C. E. Craven (418235) from Active List to be
Captain, 25th January, I960, retaining his present seniority.
Lt. H. C. Elwell (420017) from Reserve of Officers,
Class I, to be Lieutenant, 24th November. 1959, retaining
his present seniority.
Lt. T. J. Blanchard (441562) from A.E. Reserve of
Officers, National Service List, to be Lieutenant, 19th
February, 1960, retaining his present seniority.

ARMY EMERGENCY RESERVE OF OFFICERS
National Service List
2nd Lt. A. J. Scouller (456666) from Reg. Army
National Service List to be 2nd Lieutenant, 19th October,
1959, with seniority from 7th June, 1958.
Lt. I. H. D. Tollemache (446576) relinquishes his com
mand, 25th November, 1959.
2nd Lt. C. J. Batten (454537) from Reg. Army National
Service List to be 2nd Lieutenant, 28th June, 1959, with
seniority 26th October, 1957.
2nd Lt. C. J. Batten (454537) to be Lieutenant, 17th
May, 1959.
2nd Lt. B. C. Humphreys (459024) to be Lieutenant.
25th February, 1960.
2nd Lt. D. C. M. Newall (457440) to be Lieutenant,
28th February, I960.

TERRITORIAL ARMY
Lt. J. F. Clifford (441081) from T.A. National Service
List, Northamptons, to be Lieutenant, 17th November.
1959, with seniority 18th December, 1956.
Lt. J. C. C. J. Smith (417508) is placed on the Un
attached List, 10th November, 1959.

TERRITORIAL ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS
Capt. J. R. C. Denny (40974) having exceeded the age
limit, ceases to belong to the T.A. Reserve of Officers, 17th
February, 1960, and is granted the hon. rank of Major.
Maj. P. N. Marchant (251947) from Active List to be
Major. 7th January, 1960, retaining his present seniority.
Lt. D. B. Walters (440408) from Active List to be
Lieutenant, 5th February, 1960, retaining his present
seniority.
4

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AND DEATHS
BIRTH
MOFFIT.—On February 12th, 1960, at the Military Hos
pital, Shorncliffe, to Ann (nee Nightingale), wife of
Lieutenant P. E. Moffit, R.A.M.C., attached 1st Bat
talion The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment,
a daughter, Sandra Jane.

DEATHS
ANSTRUTHER.—On February 26th, 1960. Colonel Philip
Noel Anstruther, of Park House, Pittenweem, Fife,
Scotland, son of the late Admiral Robert Hamilton
Anstruther.
FIELD.—On February 24th, 1960, peacefully at Easton,
Portland. Dorset, 6335304 Sergeant A. E. Field.

OBITUARY
COLONEL P. N. ANSTRUTHER, D.S.O., M.C.
Colonel Philip Noel Anstruther died at Pittenweem,
Fife, Scotland on the 26th February, I960, at the age of
69.
He was commissioned from the Royal Military College
to the Indian Army Unattached List in 1911 and Gazetted
to The Queen's Own in 1913. He served with the 7th Bat
talion in France as Adjutant from 1915 to 1917, and
commanded the Battalion for a short period. He was
awarded the D.S.O. for Trones Wood in 1916.
He saw service with the 1st Battalion in India from
1932 until he went to the Staff College, Quetta in 1936.
After passing out he became Staff Captain Malta and later
Brigade Major Canal Brigade.
He commanded the 1st Battalion between 1937 and
1939, and finally retired in 1944.
Philip was a keen horseman, and a very line musician.

LORD SOUTHBOROUGH
Lord Southborough died on Thursday at the age of 71.
The Rt. Hon. James Spencer Niell Hopwood, son of the
first Baron Southborough, P.C., G.C.B., G.C.M.G.,
G.C.V.O., K.C.S.I., was born on January 17th, 1889, and
educated at Tonbridge and St. John's College, Oxford. He
was for many years in the Civil Service at the Board of
Trade and the Ministry of Labour and in 191517 was
lent to the War Trade Intelligence Department and the
War Trade Department.
Earlier in the War he had been commissioned in the
9th Battalion, The Queens Own Royal West Kent Regi
ment.
He retired from the Civil Service in 1931. He suc
ceeded his father in 1947. His marriage to Dorothy Stuart
Leslie, only daughter of Colonel A. Y. Leslie, took place in
1923.

MR. A. E. FIELD
Sgt. Field was serving with the 1st Battalion when
war broke out in 1914, he served in France where he was
taken prisoner. In 1919 he went to India with the 1st Bat
talion and in 1928 was posted to the Poona Rifles A.F.(l),
where he remained until he returned to the United King
dom for discharge to pension. Joining the Prison Service,
he was posted to the Borstal Institution at Portland, where
he served until reaching the age for retirement.
A.J.W.

LETTER TO THE COLONEL OF THE REGIMENT
Dear Sir,
Will you please thank all members of the Queen's
Own Past and Present Association for the beautiful wreath
that they so very kindly sent at the time of my husband's,
Philip Noel Anstrulher's death.
Although he was retired I know he would like to feel
he had been remembered by his old regiment.
Yours sincerely,
Marion F. Anstruther.
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: News

from

i st BATTALION

W

E spent the early
part of February
recovering from
the
exertions caused by the
Annual Inspection and
hardly had we drawn
breath again when we
were faced with yet
another inspection, that
of the R.E.M.E. Central
Inspectorate who are
now making a detailed
check of all our
vehicles,
instruments,
wireless sets and
weapons. In prepara
tion for this a lot of
time has been spent by
a lot of people in clean
ing, mending and tight
ening everything which
can be cleaned, mended
or tightened. We hope
that the results will
justify these efforts.
Apart from these activities on the administrative side
of life, we have also been busy training and playing games.
At present our training is still taking the form of long
distance Platoon exercises largely at night. The rifle Com
panies at least have now gained a pretty comprehensive
firsthand knowledge of most of the roads and tracks in
SouthEast Kent and our boot repairing contractor is a
busy man indeed.
Accounts of our sporting activities appear elsewhere in
these notes. We have been having a go at most things and
have just achieved our first tangible success by winning the
Home Counties District Rugby Championship. We have
also been reasonably successful in various friendly contests
at other sports and are trying to lay the foundations of good
teams for the coming year.
We say au revoir to Sgt. Everett who has relieved Sgt.
Williams as a Special Recruiter. Welcome back are Mr.
Jim Coles who has not found civilian life to his liking and
has returned to us on a Short Service Commission; also
Sgt. Williams whom we congratulate on his promotion to
Colour Sergeant.
Congratulations, too, to the following on their recent
promotion, Sgt. Roberts, Lowe, Leiper and Elkington.
The new G.O.C.inC., Easter Command, Lt.General
Sir Gerald Lathbury, paid a fleeting visit at the beginning
of the month to get a general impression of our barracks;
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he will be paying us a more formal visit in March. We
were also very pleased to see our Brigade Colonel who spent
the day with us and talked to a number of all ranks.
Lt.Colonel Peter Buckle paid us a short visit in the
course of a tour of Kent and Lt.Colonel Jack Haycraft
was another welcome caller on the Mess.
On 11th and 12th February a party of some fifteen
officers and twenty Warrant Officers and Sergeants and
some members of the M.T. paid a visit to the Army Air
Transport and Development Centre at Old Sarum where
Colonel Paul Crook and his staff gave us a most valuable
potted course on the mysteries of planning an air move
and loading and lashing things into aircraft. We are very
grateful for their help and for their hospitality.
Our attached strength has increased by one and we
congratulate our R.M.O., Mr. Peter Moffit and his wife on
the birth of a daughter.
March looks like being a busy month with a number
of energetic exercises for which we are now preparing.

"A"

COMPANY

The highlight of the recent adventures of " A " Coy.
of course was the Annual Administrative Inspection. A lot
of preparation went into this and quite a high standard of
turnout and cleanliness was achieved. " A," Coy. was
lucky in one respect. The painters and decorators had just
left the Company lines, giving us enough time to clear up
after them, but not long enough for the shining pale blue
paint to get dirty.
As always of course, there were nonsenses. The look
of horror in the Company Commanders eyes when he saw
his batman, Pte. Mitchell, with a button undone; the
startled look in the Brigade Commander's eyes when he saw
L./Cp 1 ,. Garrcd's beret, a sight akin to an old fashioned
mobcap in a fetching shade of blue; Cpl. " Capp " Quilters'
greatcoat of many colours also caused consternation in the
ranks of the Brigade staff. Many theories were put for
ward to account for it but Cpl. Quilter refrained from men
tioning his " old soldier " story that it had been hanging
up in the Cyprus sun for so long that it had been bleached.
Training has been resumed in great style and it seems
to be the Company Commander's idea that the Company
should spend at least 3 days in any one week out under the
stars. He can't of course choose a star near camp, it has
to be a long, long, footsore, blistering journey away.
And what of the personalities of the Company?
C.S.M. Levett and C/Sgt. Johnstone are the recipients
of many sly glances from the rest of the Company. They
are studying for their 1st Class Certificate of Education,
but no one has yet plucked up courage to make rude re
marks about it, As an illustration of the wealth of these
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senior ranks, it may be noted that most of the problems they
tackle in their arithmetic classes seem to deal with stocks
and shares !
Pte. Gildea, of the arms store, states that he is about
to get married, but his friends are sceptical. You can't
use matchbox tops for money.
In 1 Platoon two absent friends have now rejoined for
duty. L/Cpl. Abbott from leave and Mr. Holman from a
course. 2 Platoon is now the " nigs " platoon, containing
all the young soldiers in the Company. It is rumoured
that after a recent escapade on training their signature tune
has been changed to " The White Cliffs of Dover. " Before
this, of course, it was " Too Young. "
Sgt. Bryan has now left 3 Platoon for the rarified
atmosphere of the Depot and Sgt. Elkington has joined us
from S.P. Company.
The sportsmen of the Company are flourishing; Cpl.
Dave Watson, Ptes. Lofty Hart, Slim Welling}}, Carney and
Roberts are all members of the Battalion Boxing Team with
Sgt. Elkington and their exploits are chronicled elsewhere.
Ptes Bill Winder and Willie Williams among others
have decided that Douglas Fairbanks (or is it Tony Curtis
these days?) is their hero, and have taken up fencing under
the guidance of Mr. Gerelli. And from all reports there
are some budding Musketeers in the ranks.
Our future activities are now clear cut, march and raid,
march and raid, and we sign off to the sound of marching
feet, bursting blisters and the rattle of blank ammunition.
" The Elite. "

" B " COY.
Once again we take pen in hand, and, bearing in mind
a certain chilly letter, endeavour to find matters of interest
upon which we may write without too many banalities or
misuses of the Queen's Own English.
Our greatest worry this month was, of course, the
Annual Administrative Inspection. Despite the direst of
prophesies from various sources we were successful. We
would like to point out to our critics in the Battalion—many
motivated by mere envy — that we did not " work a skive "
for this Admin. We worked on the rather pessimistic
assumption that, as there were only a few of us, " he " would
have all the more time to study our various items. In actual
fact, in the maze of work parades and other morale crushing
events, we did not really have time (or inclination) to worry
over much.
We should like to congratulate W.O. II Spalding on his
promotion, and at the same time say farewell to him. We
should like to welcome Lt. M. J. Clinch, who has joined the
ranks of the Company. He has already, intentionally or
otherwise done much to make life brighter . . . while we
are extending the hand of welcome, we should welcome
W.O. II Spalding's successor, Colour Sergeant Brown. The
loss to the Intelligence Section is our gain.
Two members of the last Draft have found their way
into our ranks besides the scintillating senior members. They
are Privates 'Joe' Brownett and 'Pete' Graham. Private
Brownett is being initiated into the curious rites of the Com
pany Office by Lance Corporal Lunn, who never seems to
do much these days. He (Private Brownett) appears to be
bearing up to the strain very well. Private Graham may
be seen taking the burden of Ammunition Storeman from

the brawny shoulders of Private (not long enough to do to
worry) Atkins. New blood is always welcome, especially
when it has a lifetime to serve.
Despite great protest and argument, to say nothing of
dire threats of the questions and arguments he would put
forward on arrival, our Sergeant Major was packed off on
a Christian Leadership Course at Bagshot. Amid great
excitement and considerable speculation he returned, not,
we fear, greatly changed. From the fact that he now has his
arm in plaster we deduce that he has not learned thoroughly
the correct procedure for turning the other cheek.
At the time of going to Press, we have an N.C.O.s Cadre
in process. This means much hard work all round.
Sergeant Guillaume has left us for the Depot. We
should have mentioned this further up, but it slipped our
mind. So perishes a great source of doubtful stories and
free cigarettes. Sgt. Dawson is now our only source of the
former, and the Sergeant Major of the latter.
The monster with the Silver Screen has at last won a
foothold in the permanent staff room. The permanent staff
may be seen to have somewhat prominent and bloodshot
eyes ; certain members have been observed sitting in front
of the set " seeing who can see the little white spot longest."

" C " COMPANY
Company H.Q.
Spirits are once again soaring now that we have com
pleted and had our Annuai Administration Inspection. The
day concerned was a cold one and many knees knocked,
teeth chattered and some even experienced a violent dose
of the shakes. For once the whole of the Co., with the
exception of the "sick at home", were on the square
together and a pretty sight they made too.
After the ceremonial parade the Co. was ordered into
denims and that was a pretty sight also, quite a number
being caught out. We had rehearsed most forms of dress—
but denims! ! Preparation having been our "motto" we
were confident that any further inspection would have
found us absolutely proficient and efficient.
"Maxy", that's our arms storeman has taken some well
earned leave and it is hoped that this leave will fortify him
for the remaining two months of his service. It was a great
day when he ventured forth from his hide, especially since
this place of refuge had protected him from the perils of
the inspection.
The Co. is well represented in the Battalion Basket
Ball team with 2Lt. P. F. Valpy, C./Sgt. Partridge, Cpl.
Lowe and L./Cpl. O'Ccnner taking a very active interest
and being chosen regularly to play. In the football world
Pte.'s Collins and Schooling (our learner clerk) perform
and at rugger 2Lt. R. F. Schooling, 2Lt. P. F. Valpy and
L./Cpl. Hutton shine. Pte. Marsh is bashing away at the
punchbag for the individual championships and all wish
him a really good run in the preliminary rounds, who
knows, he may even win through to the final.
In the near future we lose C./Sgt. Partridge on posting
to the Regimental Depot. He has served us very well in
the past and is the oldest member of our Co., our loss is
the Depot's gain. In passing we wish him well in his new
job and hope he won't forget "Charlie Company" and come
and see us now and then. Remember you are always

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE
welcome. C./Sgt. Hegarty is filling in the vacancy until
such times as the relief arrives.
Once again and for another month we close our notes
with our thoughts turned towards the Platoon Exercises
which will be held soon, and the stories we can write about
them.

7 Platoon
We start off this month by welcoming a new Platoon
Sergeant to our ranks, Sgt. Gordon, fresh from two years
at the Depot, where he has been training the nigs. We hope
he will enjoy his stay with us, although it may be a short
one, for it is rumoured that 7 Platoon is to become all
regular, which means that 90% of the Platoon will have
to be moved. Sgt. Ted Hegarty, our previous platoon
sergeant has taken over the job of C./Sgt. for a few weeks
and we have lost him for good. There are a couple of new
arrivals from the Depot, Pte.'s Wilson and Staples, we hope
they enjoy themselves with us for the next 20 months.
Since the Administration Inspection we have been
getting back to the normal routine of training again, with
its numerable route marches. The last one took the form of
a route march, a section attack and the finding of an enemy
position at night. In all we covered about 28 miles and got
back with many blistered feet and the usual moans and
groans.
Pte.'s Bill Fitch and Doughie Baker are now almost
ready to leave us and by the time this goes to press will be
Mr. Fitch and Mr. Baker. We wish them every success in
Civvy Street. We have also lost Mr. Clinch, our Platoon
Commander, who has been with us for two years, he has
been transferred to "B" Co. to train the new arrivals, as
yet we have noone to replace him.
Lucky 7

8 Platoon
Since our last notes the Platoon has battled its way
through the yearly administration inspection without loss of
face. A few of our members were selected for the ceremonial
guard but we did hear it was a bit of a skive.
We say cheerio to all the 5804's who have regained
civilian status once again. Bill Trott has also left us, he's
gone to ' B ' Company, no need for him to report sick so
often now. 'B' Company is a skive enough. We welcome
Ptes' Newman, Mercer, Barney and Briddock into the
platoon as our quota of the new draft. We all hope they
soon settle down to our way of life and that their stay is
long and happy one. One of our newer members. Colin
Titcomb, went on an antimalarial course a couple of weeks
ago. If any one sees any female mosquitos around camp
please give all the facts to Colin. Our old reenlistment Pte.
Cork is doing his best to get clued up before sitting for his
3rd class education certificate. We wish him all the best of
British luck.
The platoon was pleased that Tom Collins was selected
to play for the Battalion football team and that he scored
a goal, well done Tom. George Marsh is in training for
boxing at the moment. We don't know if he is in the
Battalion team, as we can't get him quiet enough to pop the
question.
Cupid has raised its ugly head within the platoon, this
time Phil Downs (Trog) intends answering the call, if a
padre will stay with us long enough to marry him to his in
tended. We hear that Trog is going to convert his car into
a one berth caravan for when he does get married.
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The sick at home role is mounting steadily. At the
moment Dixie Dean, John Keeler and Bob Foreman are on
the list. Big U. S. Plowman had his turn but is back with
us now for a short while. Let us hope the others get back
in time for when we are duty company.
Dave Scutt is on a short cadre under C.S.M. Leach of
' D ' Company. Is there a whisper in the air of a one stripe
joining us Dave ?
As we bid farewell to our readers Tom Wickens is try
ing hard to master the slow march up and down the billet,
one can't tell if it's the slow march or the goose step.
Glorious Eight.

9 Platoon
The administration inspection is now passed and Lady
Luck must have looked upon us, for things must have gone
well as we did not have anyone breathing fire down our
necks. Three members of the platoon attended the Regi
mental Signal course and know how to talk according to
the book.
We hear that Dr. Barbara Moore is joining the platoon
to coach us on our route marches. We hope that we will
still be allowed to eat at our own cookhouse and not on the
Doctor's diet of nuts, etc. Who knows, we may hit the front
page of the newspapers.
Pte. Reddick 47 is now counting the days and won't be
talked into signing on. We don't know what he is going to
do after living and sleeping so long with his Bren Gun. We
don't know of anything in civvy street that can take its
place. Any ideas ?
Our Platoon Sergeant went on a Christian Leadership
course at Bagshot and says he has lumps coming on his
shoulders. Many think he is sprouting wings.
We send best wishes to all members of the Platoon past
and present. T.T.F.N.
The Ratters

" D " COMPANY
Company H.Q.
The last month has been a busy one. First we had the
Administrative Inspection which took place on the 28th
January. This passed off very well and the time spent on
preparation was obviously not wasted. The only incident
of note as far as the Company was concerned was a slight
difficulty on the part of the ColourSergeant in finding a
signature for one string vest. In the end it was found that
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the vest in question had been given to 2/Lt. Gillingham who
was going on a skiing holiday in Switzerland. Another
member of the Company who has been in Switzerland re
cently is Pte. Cazeaux. Cazeaux who is an AngloSwiss
and whose civilian occupation is ski instructor, entered for
the Army ski championships and w'e had great hopes that he
would do well. Unfortunately in the slalom where condi
tions were appalling he took a tumble at the sixth gate and
sprained his knee.
After the Administrative Inspection, with sighs of re
lief we resumed training. Everyone now has their eyes
firmly fixed on Exercise March Brown, a Brigade inter
platoon competition. In order to train more realistically
with the reduced number of soldiers in the Company, 11
Platoon has been placed in suspended animation and its
members transferred to either 10 or 12 Platoon. We hope
that it will not be very long before 11 Platoon is able to
take its place once again in the Company orbit.
Apart from reorganisation there have been many other
changes in the Company. Sgt. Healey has left us to attend
a drill course before being posted to the Home Counties
Brigade Depot as the Provost Sgt. Sgt. Healey has always
been a " D " Coy. stalwart, all his service in the Battalion
having been spent in the Company. We are very sorry to
see him go and wish him the best of luck on his course and
in his new appointment.
Another to leave is Sgt. Quinn. He has now gone to
the depot for a refresher on Recruit training before going
to the Home Counties Brigade Depot as an instructor. His
unfailing good humour will be sadly missed.
The third member of the old guard to take leave of us
is Sgt. Shoebridge who has been medically downgraded and
posted as a depot holdee although he in fact has been seen
lurking in the area of the M.T. lines and has not physically
left the Battalion. We also say farewell to National Service
group 5804. It is always a little sad to see so many of the
old soldiers of the Company departing on the same day.
This time they include. Ptes. Froud,.Kemp, Panton, Danes,
Knight, Waight and Wyatt. We wish them every success
in their civilian employment.
After all these departures it is gratifying to record some
more cheerful events. We congratulate L/Cpls. Pink,
Yeates and Dowe on their recent appointments and we wel
come to the Company Sgt. Gordon, D.C.M., Sgt. Leiper
and Sgt. Shields as Platoon Sgts. respectively of 10, 11 and
12 Platoons. Our last item of news concerns the Platoon
raiding exercise just completed. This was an exercise in
preparation for March Brown and involved both Platoons.
One Platoon was dropped near Deal and one near Sand
wich at night. From there they marched across country to
R.V.s and thence to Lydden where they carried out attacks.
They then pushed on.and found lying up areas for the next
day. The next evening by a circular route they marched to
Dymchurch where they were picked up. The distance in
volved was 35 miles which was covered entirely by night.
The whole exercise lasted for 30 hours. If anyone wants
to compare this unfavourably with Dr. Moore it should
be remembered that each soldier carried his weapon and
was wearing battle order and a large pack. Furthermore,
to show how fit they are, 2/Lts. Barnes and Gillingham
played a game of rugby twelve hours after finishing the
exercise.
We do not tell this in any mood of smug self congratu
lation because a number of things weren't done as well as
they might have been and there were a lot of sore feet at

the end. We include it in these notes to show the type
of training that we are doing and to remind, if need be,
those old members of the regiment, that their successors
can still cover ground on their feet.

SUPPORT COMPANY
The most notable event in the month was undoubtedly
the Annual Administrative Inspection on 28th January. It
started with a parade, at the end of which we were feeling
very cold, having stood for almost threequartersofan
hour during the inspection; After the parade Support Co.
was detailed to be inspected in full battle order, and we
Soon got warm again in the scramble to be ready in time.
Finally, in the afternoon, the platoon stores were looked at,
and then at last it was all over and we were able to relax.
The next day, as a welcome break after our labours, the
battalion had a 48 hour weekend. So without regret, we bid
farewell to yet one more Administrative Inspection.
This month also saw the departure of C.S.M. Warren,
he saw the Co. through the Administrative Inspection, and
then left to take up an appointment with the T.A. He had
been with Support Co. for 5£ years and we were all very
sorry to see him go. We send our best wishes to him in his
new job, and look forward to seeing him often in the
future, after all he is not far away—where else but Ton
bridge; In C.S.M. Warren's place we welbome C.S.M.
Spalding, and we hope he will have as long, and as happy
a stay with the Co.
The Co. Office has been a little upset this week. Both
the clerks, Pte.'s Brock and Cordrey caught flu whilst at
home last weekend, and both had to stay at home in bed.
Pte. Showell has been acting as standin clerk, and doing
his best to keep up with the work, including giving a
startling performance on the typewriter.
The Assault Pioneer Section led by Sgt. Coleman, has
gone away on a course being run for them by the Royal
Engineers. We expect them to come back brimming over
with knowledge of mines and field defences. Sgt. Close is
also away at present on a platoon weapons course at
Hythe. Pte.'s Ivesdn and Wells are learning all about water
duties, and Lt. Pearce is studying the finer points of mess
ing. We will soon be needing a course on coursemanship.
We have been kept busy in the past month, and we
are going to be busy in the months ahead, for we have a
very full programme in front of us. So we close this in
stalment and say goodbye until next month.

H.Q. COMPANY
Company H.Q.
As the Annual Administrative Inspection is now just
an event in our murky past, we had high hopes of slipping
back into the old routine again. Unfortunately this is not
to be since we now hear that there is to be an Infantry
Records documents check which is due to commence on
8th March, so it seems that the office will have the oppor
tunity of getting m some more overtime—at increased
rates of pay we hope. Only one member of the Office Staff
is completely unperturbed by this news and that is of course
Cpl. Dell Curd, who at the time of writing has only three
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days to do. This appears to be the right point at which to
welcome our newest arrival, namely Pte. Lofty Emmerson.
The C.S.M., now fully recovered from his recent back
injury, can once again be seen refereeing games of foot
ball but much to his disappointment the pressure of work
is interfering with his refereeing career. The only charge,
it seems, for watching football in camp is if you are caught,
which would no doubt result in Restriction of Priveleges.
It seems that the Co. Clerks are not to participate in such
trivialities as sport, but not to worry for they are keeping
fit and in fighting trim by doing regular route marches.
The Company Commander, Maj. D. Blum, now back
to wholetime service after his leave, during which time he
continued to steer the Co. through the Administration In
spection, is now trying very hard to organise P.T. periods
for all personnel in the Co. We wish him the best of luck
with his mammoth task.
The Stores are also experiencing some changes in
their staff as Pte. Dell Blackman has days to do and his
replacement, Pte "Salty" Pepperrell has descended upon
them. No doubt this will not have any adverse affect on
them.
In the Arms Store our worthy storemen continue in the
same vein and manage to remain hidden away for most of
the time; but the work is always done so nobody is unduly
worried.
We are all looking forward to next month when we
will be engaged in exercises designed to teach us how to
pack up and move out in a hurry which no doubt we shall
enjoy. The C.S.M. got some practice in one night last week
when he acted as an enemy agent for a Co. exercise. He
arrived in the morning looking a little worse for wear but
although he assures us that it is a grand life and all good
fun, we still prefer to spend our nights in bed.
Well, the time has come to finish for yet one more
month as I have to double to the Gymnasium for my
weekly physical exercises. "With me now, to the Gym
nasium. Double march, up, two, three, four . . ."

store will be open; Chalky was never known to be an early
riser. We wish them all the best of luck in Civvy Street.
Of the others, Ginger Hamilton is, presumably a better
clerk after two weeks at Bordon, but with Glyn Thomas
he continues never to be found when wanted. Slip Mahoney
has volunteered for another year (pay rise?), and Mekon
continues to be a guiding light to us all, especially to the
new draft.
The Mekon Fans.

Band
Another month has passed and with the "Admin"
behind us, life has steadied down quite a bit, and we have
managed to start up our classes in Theory once again. With
the new rates of pay coming into operation we now see
how important it is to aim at passing that elusive Class 1A
examination.
The "Admin" seemed tc go quite well from our point
of view except that having really gone to town on the block,
the painters came in two days beforehand and slapped
their paint everywhere. The day itself dawned and we stood
resplendant in our No. 1 Dress, having safely passed in
spections by the Bandmaster and the Adjutant. After the
parade finished we were ordered to parade in P.T. kit at
11.00 hrs. Having changed in record time and paraded on
the square, we were kindly informed that we and our col
leagues of the Drums were not required in P.T. kit, but we
have been in full No. 1 Dress as per the parade. Well,
maintaining the true traditions of Bandsmen we never said
a word . . . we were speechless! ! So ended the "Admin"
1960. R.I.P.
Friday, 29th January saw the Dance Band over at

Consumnatum Est.

M.T. Section
We welcome Capt. Mannering into our midst; he is
taking over as M.T.O. in Maj. Campbell's wake, the latter
cunningly leaving before the Administrative Inspection. It
will be a long time before we forget him.
With the coming of the Unit Maintenance Inspection
everyone is again forced underneath their vehicles, scraping,
greasing cleaning and painting for all they are worth. Lack
of cover makes these preparations often very unpleasant at
this time of the year but every thing will be ready for the
start on the 15th.
Of no lesser importance for the rank and file have been
the continual crys of "Days to do". These have come from
the National Service group 5804. They are the last of the
old school of drivers who so ably drove the Battalion iln
Cyprus. Nobby Knowler, Brian Addley, Dave Uden, Doug
Parry, Tony Thornton, Mac and Brummy are amongst them,
not forgetting Regimental bus driver Jimmy Jones, with
his green minibus, who was so very popular amongst the
families in Cyprus. Chalky White is another who will be
leaving his cosy little Tech. Stores for, no doubt, a harder
work in Civvy Street. Sgt. "Spud" Taylor will at least be
able to arrive at muster in the morning knowing that his
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Canterbury playing for The Buffs; a very good evening
seemed to have been had by all, and we hope our contri
bution had a lot to do with the success. The full Marching
Band and Drums were at Canterbury the following week
to play for the Passing Out Parade, and on 19th February
we were at Maidstone to play for our own Passing Out
Parade.
Owing to ill health, Bandsman "Slurp" Thompson is
p.c longer with us but we do wish him all the very best of
luck and health in the future. We would like to welcome
Bandsman "Piuto" Pankhurst to the fold and hope his
stay with us will be long and happy, once he has discovered
the difference between Bass and Treble clef.
We still don't seem to get much opportunity for
spcrt as the Battalion is calling on the services of quite
a few for hockey. They have even dug dear "Tim" out of
his corner, and by reports reaching us he can still teach
the youngsters a thing or two. Congratulations to all of
them on being chosen, Sgt. "Tim" Healey, Sgt. "Colin"
McGowan, Cpi. "Ginger" Drakes, L./Cpl. "Titus" Healey
and Bandman "Taffy" Lewis.
In closing I would just like to say that if any of you
wish to see the Bandmaster, just turn up at Shorncliffe and
ask for "Smokey Joes" because he has now established his
Office in the Boiler Room, and still complains of the
cold . . . Ugh!
Don't forget the Plagal Cadence.
IV. 1.
Faggott.

Q.M. Department
Perhaps the biggest thing to rear its ugly head in the
QM.'s department this past month was the Annual Ad
minstrative Inspection. This sort of thing was more or
less unheard of in Cyprus and so 1 suppose that it was not
surprising that when we came home to England and heard
that there was to be an inspection at the end of January
most of us were more than wary of it; all except the "Old
Sweats" of course who went round telling stories of the
past, when kit was bulled and laid out on the beds a week
before, while the person concerned slept on the floor. It
was quite a wonder that everything was completed, what
with our training commitments as well in our new Brigade,
but all was managed and the actual Inspection by the
Brigadier and his stall" made a climax to the whole affair.
As a result of our Inspection the mobilisation stores
are once again about to be moved, this time to a place
that has ample room for their storage. Needless to say,
the Clothing Store, which has received more than its share,
has lost its neatness and bales and boxes lie all over the
store. Pte. "Hooter" Wells, one of the Clothing Storemen,
takes a dim view of it all, and is heard now and then to
mutter things under his breath about the "something"
Army.
By the time this is published we shall have said good
bye to the N.S. G.P. 5804 Stirling, Derek, Tich, Judy and
Dave; we wish them all the best of luck in Civvy Street,
and remind them that the time when each day was counted
is over . . . We welcome new members to the staff—Pte.'s
Wolfe, Mace and Reeves. Also Pte. Drabble of the
R.A.O.C. We hope that their stay with us will be a pleasant
one, and ask them not to start counting the days yet, but
to leave this to the older N.S. men on the staff.
The Pioneers have recently purchased for them a great

deal of Hard and Softboard, as well as a large amount
of planed wood. We feel that the reason for this is to
stop any excuses the Pioneers may have about not being
able to do any work because they haven't the wood. Pte.
Pete Meager is getting married next month and he has
applied for compassionate leave. Nobody is quite sure
whether he means compassionate or passionate.
As these notes are being written, nearly all the senior
ranks in the Battalion are away on an air portability
course. The Quartermaster and the R.Q.M.S. being away,
the department has rather a "leave everything until Mon
day" atmosphere about it.
The Quartermongers.

BOXING
As the Bn. arrived home too late to enter the season's
boxing in a big way, a start has been made with a few
individuals, with a view to building up a team for next
season.
Cur old friend L./Cpl. Wallace of "D" Co., whom
many will remember as a Bn. boxer in Germany, has re
enlisted and is still as keen and hard hitting as ever; Pte.'s
Hart, Roberts, Wellings and Carney from "A" Co., with
Cpl. Watson and Pte. Smith (M.T.) form the remainder
of the cadre for next year's team. All the latter are com
paratively inexperienced, but have the potential to become
good boxers with more training and coaching. And the
aim is, quite frankly, to emulate the teams we had at
Shorncliffe in 1949 and 1950.
Entries were made in the Home Counties District
Individual Championships and some quite good results
obtained.
Pte. Hart finished up as the undisputed Heavyweight
king; not surprising really as he was the only com
petitor! Again Pte. Roberts was the only entry in the
Lightheavyweight series, but could not box as he had
trouble with his hands. Cpl. Watson was a finalist in the
Middleweight series, but lost after a very hard and
courageous fight. A little more tuition in defence is needed
here! Pte. Smith was a nonstarter in the Light Middle
series, being sick at home at the time. Pte. Carney had a
very hard fight in the Welterweight series, to get through
but met a very good boxer in the finals, who put him away
in the first round. L./Cpl. Wallace met Cpl. O'Connell in
the finals of the Light welterweight series and, to use his
own words, "Didn't see where it came from". O'Connell,
who is serving at the Depot, is currently rated No. 8 in
Great Britain ,and used a very good right hook to finish
the fight in the first round. At least the title was kept in
the Regiment, if not in the unit.
A similar result occurred in the Feather weight com
petition where Sgt Elkington lost to Pte. Marsden, from
the Depot, by a whisker. The last and lightest of the Bn.
boxers, Pte. Wellings, met a very good man in the finals
who made short work of him, a first round K.O. in fact.
It is hoped to hold a few friendly matches with neigh
bouring units in what is left of the season and, with a lot
more hardening and coaching, a worthwhile team should
result for next season,
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4 th/ 5 th

BATTALION
EDITORIAL

W

E have now presented C.S.M.
Doughy Baker with his release testi
monial. We haven't said goodbye, because
we expect to see him around for quite a
bit yet. Moreover, we learn that there is a
distinct possibility that he might join
Brigade HQ. as a T.A. Volunteer. Any
way we wish him and Mrs. Baker the best
of luck.
C.S.M. Ernie Fox, by the time this
goes to press, will be undergoing a resettlement course in
preparation for the rough and tumble of civilian life. At
the same time as wishing him and Mrs. Fox the best of
luck, we welcome his successor, C.S.M. Warren, who is now
busy checking little bits of machine guns down at South
borough.

Dust to dust — Salvage to salvage
SALVAGE//. The act of saving (a ship, goods, etc.)
from shipwreck, capture, fire, etc.; compensation allowed
for such saving; property so saved, v.t. To save from wreck,
capture, fire, etc.
From time to time in these columns we have tried to
come to the rescue of parts of the English language from
the assaults of law, chance, civil servants and desperate
men. We rise to do battle in the faint hope of salvaging
this useful word.
Before us is a letter from the OfTicerinCharge of In
fantry Records which contains the following curious
sentence;
"The War Office Record Centre cannot help, as all
Part II Orders of the period have been salvaged".
We call it curious because the two parts of the sentence
are, in the ordinary sense of the words, incompatible.
Reference to a previous letter on the subject provides a clue.
It says:
"We have been informed that all Part II Orders of the
period have been put to salvage".
We must follow this up with a bit of historical research.
As a result of this we learn that during the dark days of
the Second World War, when all the resources of the
Nation had to be thrown into the War Effort, among ether
measures, there was a scheme for collecting what we used
to regard as waste paper so that it could be pulped and used
again. The material so used was called salvage. The OfTicer
inCharge of Records therefore means that, believing there
was no further use for these Part II Orders, someone threw
them away. We have every sympathy with the War Office
Record Centre, which must have literally tons of redundant
or time expired Part II Orders. But we cannot allow them
the use of the word "salvage" to indicate almost exactly
the opposite meaning to that it ordinarily has.
Test Question : What would you do on reading the
following headline in your daily paper?
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H.M.S. VANGUARD SALVAGED
(a) Breathe a sigh of relief that she has been saved
from shipwreck, capture, fire, etc.?
(b) Drop a silent tear for the passing of yet another
unit of our once splendid Battle Fleet?
You don't know? Neither do we
Why do we bother? Well, you can see for yourself
that, unless this tendency is checked, we shall eventually all
be falling like Humpty Dumpty ("Words mean what I want
them to mean") and we shan't even know the difference
between soft drinks and hard liquor.

EXERCISE CORUNNA MAJORS
We have been keeping up our policy of getting out of
our Winter Quarters. This time it was the turn of the
Officers, for whose benefit this Exercise was laid on. The
nickname of the exercise reminded everyone that the Exer
cise actually began on the anniversary of the Battle of
Corunna. It did not escape he attention of a good many
that it also took place the day after the Officers' Mess
Corunna Dinner. The Training Major had one or two plain
tive enquiries on the lines of: "Whose idea was it to follow
a Regimental Guest Night with an Exercise?" To which
he was able to reply promptly "Yours". They had forgotten
that last year the cry went up "Why can't major social
events be arranged in connection with weekend training?"
on the grounds that it is gratifying to have a cheque coming
in when a Mess Bill is pending. Which only goes to show
that it is sometimes disconcerting to be taken at one's word.
To make sure that we were able to conduct a signals
exercise in which the various parts of the Battalion were
actually able to communicate, we managed to rope in Capt.
Charles Tarver and the entire Signal Platccn of the 1st Bn.
We also enlisted the support of Maj. Patrick Tetley from
257 Field Regt., Capt. Wright of 44 Div. Pro. Co. R.M.P.
and a number of faithful stalwarts from Bn. HQ. and HQ.
Co. to feed everyone and see that certain essential vehicles
got where they were wanted.
One of these, carrying supper, very nearly didn't, being
obstructed by a very large civilian lorry which had its
articulated trailer in one ditch and its towing portion in the
other. Seeing that the rest cf us were manceuvering vehicles
and raising aerials in the snowy wastes of Mereworth
Woods, this was not the best of moments for such mishaps.
The assault crossing of the Medway, however, got
under way in good time, and long before dawn all sorts of
unlikely events were being reported through a very noisy
atmosphere—which included a tiresome gentleman talking
French much more clearly than we could say "Nothing
heard—out".
Tailpiece: Anxious enquiry from the issue clerk at the
C.S.D. (we wonder if his knowledge of military history had
caused him to recall certain unfortunate incidents during
the retreat to Corunna?)
"We have your indent for rum, but you don't appear
to have indented for any rations".
Resisting temptation we assured him that, in spite of
appearances, the Queen's Own do not live by rum alone.
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CORUNNA DINNER

" B " COMPANY

The Officers' Mess (held its customary Regimental
Guest Night on Friday, 15th January, at the Royal Star
Hotel, Maidstone. As well as taking the usual opportunity
to entertain the Ladies, the Mess also dined in the Colonel
of the Regiment and entertained Colonel Twink Gwilliam
and a number of Officers and their Ladies of the 1st Bn. In
fact it must be quite a long time since so many serving
Officers of the Regiment, Regular and Territorial, sat down
together at the same table. Bandmaster Watkins and the
Regimental Band performed during and after Dinner, and
proved that they haven't been away long enough to have
forgotten that old friend of our fathers, Lloyd George. The
Colonel of the Regiment expressed himself gratified with
his musical honours but we could see that it required his
customary aplomb in difficult circumstances to overcome
that sense of bafflement which, for example, afflicts most
people on first hearing the Goon Show.

ST. MARY CRAY

NEWS FROM COMPANIES

"A" COMPANY
The highlight of the January season was, indisputably,
the Company Dinner at the Royal Star Hotel, Maidstone.
Blizzards and icy road conditions prevented neither our
distinguished guests nor our own members from an early
attendance at the wellstocked and "onthehouse" bar.
Replete and contented with life, we agreed wholeheartedly
with Capt. Watson's warm appreciation of Maj. Large's
services to the Company. Maj. CalverJones then made the
presentation: an oil painting that the Large household
had, I quote Maj. Large's own words, "admired and
coveted for years, but never dreamed they could afford".
After the speech of thanks, Mr. H. W. Maxlow, the Chair
man of the Maidstone Past and Present Association, en
lightened us more fully about his association and extended
an open invitation to us to attend any of their social
evenings.
Exercise "Corunna Majors" saw our more hardy
masochists in the field. It was cold enough for us, but how
those Fantasians must have suffered. Perhaps it will be
warmer when the balloon goes up . . .
In readiness for the recruiting drive, much has been
done to brighten up our portion of the Drill Hall. "Bulled"
floors, carpets, trailing plants in neocontemporary pots,
KitchenerNeedsYoutype posters are just a few of the
visual delights that will greet the inrush of volunteers in
the near future.
Under the professional eye of Mr. G. Wallace, ex
R.S.M. of the R.A.M.C., our First Aid teams have been
busy learning how to cope with the everyday calamities of
modern life. However, none of the team were in sight when
our unfortunate P.S.l. was brutally struck from behind
with a dart whilst defending the Company's honour in the
match against Q Battery, 263 Light Regt., R.A. We wish
our victors the best of luck in the final.
Thought for the month: If Mr. Taylor signs a 108 for
a bivouac on his sister's behalf, why can't he attend our
weekends?

Everyone having enjoyed themselves over Christmas
and the New Year, we are once again training hard.
Fieldcraft is now appearing each month on our pro
gramme and we hope that by the time camp comes round
to all be proficient in Section, Platoon attacks, etc.
On the weekend 16th17th January, the Officers started
their wireless exercise from the Drill Hall, and we are glad
to say that a certain amount of alchohol was consumed
which helped our efforts along.
The First Aid team has been working hard, as we are
very anxious to improve on last year's results when we
managed to come sixth, we wish them every good luck.
The darts team have also been practising for their
coming match at the beginning of February, when they
contest the quarter finals.
On Saturday, 21st January, we had our first social of
the year which about 75 people attended. The cadets very
kindly left up their Christmas decorations, and again we
are indebted to them for the loan of their loudspeaker
equipment. Pte.'s Bell and Butler were joint M.C.s. There
was a large quantity of free beer and Pimms Cup available
which seemed to go down very well. Mr. and Mrs. Nicholls
once again came to our rescue with everything we needed
including cooking sausages and cutting sandwiches, we
really are most grateful to them, and can only hope that
they were able to enjoy themselves.
We welcome Pte.'s Adam and Wayland to the Co. Pte.
Wayland was until recently a member of "C" Co. of the
1st Bn.

" C " COMPANY
SEVENOAKS
Evening training at the T.A. Centre in Argyle Road
has been mainly First Aid, ably instructed by C.S.M. Jones,
Sgt.'s Ebbs and Palmer instructed in Compass, Map Read
ing and Patrolling. This is because we were getting ready
for Exercise Bloodhound and the Bn. First Aid Competition
which we won three years ago, and for the last two years
have been placed second. Two more recruits have been en
listed, but we have lost Pte. deHavilland, one time W.O.,
R.A.F. and late Royal Canadian Mounted Police, also ex
Para. T.A. We are sorry to see him go, but realise that
pressure of work and family commitments have been too
much. We enjoyed having him and hope he will often
come to see us.
C.S.M. M. Jones is now installed in the P.S.I.'s chair
and has picked up the threads very quickly, due no doubt
to excellent tuition by C.S.M. D. Baker — who is not
moving very far from us.
Weekend 16th17th January saw the Company Officers
out at Mereworth on Exercise "Winter Quarters"—one
which they all seemed to have enjoyed. Capt. George com
manded the Co. and Capt. Stacey acted as O.C. "A" Co.
Maj. Pennells and Maj. Elder seemed to have a good time
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"painting pictures" and giving people trouble whenever they
could. Even Lt. Clifford survived.
Weekend 23rd24th January saw the Co. at 3 W.E.T.C.
Crowborough. Sgt. Rump was there early in the day and
by the time the Co. arrived fires were lit and beds laid out,
including sheets! We were very grateful to the most helpful
Camp Staff of Capt. Carey—an old friend of Montreal
Park days, conditions after our other weekend experiences
were excellent, except for the weather.
During the whole weekend it blew and usually rained,
but we had several indoor lectures on Saturday evening
until 22.35 hrs. After a short drill parade at 08.15 hrs. on
Sunday, the Co. visited the Beacons for Map Reading,
Compass, Patrolling and J.D. lessons. After lunch in Camp
we returned for a last look at the weather beaten panorama
and a lesson from Capt. Stacey on the siting of Support
weapons.
Food was very good and for this, the Co. is more than
grateful to C.S.M. Baker, C./Sgt. Wood, Mr. R. Leavens
and Pte. Cowland. True their task was made easier by the
excellent cookhouse and the help of the Camp Staff, but
they did an excellent job of work. We appreciate Mr.
Leavens' work at these weekends very much and hope that
we never "take him for granted" because he does it all out
of the good of his heart.
Pte. Ansell celebrated his 20th Birthday on the Bea
cons, having been bumped in the Barrack Room before.
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From our point of view this was such a successful and
enjoyable exercise that we feel we should make mention of
it ourselves.
After a lesson in respect of Map Reading on the way
to certain senior N.C.O.s, our Reece Patrol, led by Capt.
Stacey together with Sgt. Bateman and Pte Chown, quickly
departed from B.HQ. to find out all about the Buffs north
of Arpinge. They successfuly found out their depositions
and aided largely by Sgt. Bateman's knowledge of the
ground — what no 3.5s?—returned home, just in time
for Capt. Stacey to miss his supper and be sent out as an
umpire with a fighting patrol.
The fighting patrol led by the Co. Commander, to
gether with Lt. Clifford, C.S.M. Jones, Sgts. Palmer and
Rump and Pte.'s Ansell, Wood, Chipperfield, Corke
Manville, Chapman—to mention but a few penetrated
some fourandahalf miles behind enemy F.D.L.s to attack
Bde. HQ.
Map Reading and Compass Work was very accurate,
but topography of Renden Wood, where the enemy HQ.
was hidden was not accurately revealed by the map and
the patrol enjoyed a frustrating—and at times alarming—
halfhour following tracks that didn't exist and seeing
houses that weren't supposed to be there. However, the
attack eventually went in and the umpires judged several
men killed or captured. One section returned after 15
minutes to attack from another quarter—but apparently
the Buffs had had enough and could not be persuaded to
be interested.
From the R.V. the survivors turned homewards—at
one place penetrating a wood they had skirted on the out
ward trip. This was noisy and painful, there was no bad
language, but a lot of silent suffering as members were
caught up by their eyelashes in prickly bushes.
Most members took turns in humping the L.M.G.s
around and all stood the patrol extremely well and by the
end were operating like veterans.
An enemy ambush near our own F.D.L.s was soon
seen and beaten off and the patrol returned to a well
earned breakfast, except for the senior ranks, who were
"too late". The patrol took eightandahalf hours to com
nlete and taught us many lessons. Under real conditions
we think we should have been even more successful.

" D " COMPANY
PENGE
Innes before he goes out on patrol.
C.S.M. M. Jones on his first day's parade with the Co. bore
up well, all things being considered. Pte. Chapman was
trusted to drive the O.C.'s Champ and is still alive.
Lt. Clifford, Sgt. Bateman and Sgt. Rump attended a
Recce for Exercise Bloodhound on 31st January. Doubt
less all news of the exercise will be reported in great length
elsewhere.
The Co. is shortly to start its recruiting canvassing—
and we hope to have more news of recruits before long.
Stop Press.—Exercise Bloodhound, 6th7th February,

The New Year has started quietly for the Co. except
for the Officers who, after attending the Corunna Dinner
on Friday, 15th April, took part in Exercise "Corunna
Majors" which had been threatened as an all night signal
exercise. The powers that be, however, were kind to us and
allowed us about four hours sleep. We were very pleased
to see Capt. Tarver of the Signals Platoon of the 1st Bn.
and were struck by the efficient way the platoon worked.
We are very grateful to them and hope they benefited from
the exercise and enjoyed themselves. . .
Congratulations to Sgt. Olding on regaining his stripes
and welcome to our latest recruits, Pte.'s Ashdown, Kemp
and Nash.
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SUPPORT COMPANY
SOUTHBOROUGH
The first big event of the month was the Co. Dinner
which was exceedingly well attended by Members of the
Co. and was a great successs. Our guests were Majors
Blake, Barlas and Wood and we were very glad they were
able to join us for the evening. The Commanding Officer
gave us permission to have the Colours for the night and
with the drums they made a splendid background.
During the evening Maj. Wood presented his cup to
Sgt. Shapland for being the best allround member of
the Co.
Major Large presented a clock to C.S.M. Fox who is
leaving both us and the Army. It is with much regret that
we see him go for he has done a great deal for the Co.
whilst he has been with us. We will certainly miss his
enthusiasm and cheerful disposition which he managed to
maintain although we are sure he felt we were all mad at
times.
We would like to wish him and his wife every happi
ness in the future and hope that they will come and see us
from time to time.
Cpl. Phipps must be congratulated for a wonderful
dinner which he produced in our very small kitchen and

we would like to thank our waiters. Sgt. Shapland and Cpl.
Acott.
We are still training our recruits with Drill and Platoon
Weapons each evening and they are all very keen.
The final event of the month was the Bde. patrol exer
cise which we all enjoyed despite the efforts of General
Frost.
All the patrols sent out by our Co. reached their ob
jectives and in particular we would like to mention 2Lt.
John Cyster's fighting patrol. This managed to attack the
Bn. HQ. of 4 Buffs with great success and the defeated
Bn. Commander generously invited Mr. Cyster in for a
drink.

H.Q. COMPANY
TONBRIDGE
Despite all the fog, snow and ice to which we were
subjected, January proved to be a busy month especially
from the angle of training. The Co. First Aid team have
been training hard under C.S.M. Passey and great things
are expected of them in the competitions to come. Capt.
Nyren has surprised everyone including himself in finding
out how easy it is after all to tie a St. John's arm sling.
Maj. Blake gave us some of his precious spare time
tc give us an instructive and amusing evening on the many

Fighting Patrol of "C" Company in action.

59

Privates D. Fenner. V. Young. J. Pratt. D. Jacob, Corporal L. J. Smith and W.O.ll. D. Howard of 133
Brigade HQ. cookhouse staff.

Fighting Patrol of "C" Company prior to going out.
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varied functions of the Q.M. Now that we can appreciate
all that he and his staff have to get through, perhaps we
shall be less hard on him in future exercises should any
thing untoward delay the arrival of our grub!
M.T. Training is going well and naturally proving
very popular. We now have a good nucleus in the Signals
Platoon which we hope to have built up to strength by
the time we go to camp. Unfortunately the Harbouring
Exercise planned for last weekend had to be cancelled but
we are all agog to put it across the Buffs on Exercise
Bloodhound.
The highlight of social activity this month was the
Annual Children's Party. This event, which is always popu
lar with the families, was attended by 110 children and 60
parents. A very excellent tea was provided followed by
games and a cinema show. Mr. Breaden relinquished the
appointment of Father Christmas, which he has held for
many years, and his duties were taken over by Sgt John
Constable who, with the assistance of "Bruce", the boxer
guardian of the T.A. Centre, who was harnessed to a
realistic model of a V.2. rocket on wheels, arrived amidst
great excitement to distribute the presents. Although this
was John's first effort at this sort of job he carried out his
duties in a very able manner, and will now, we hope, take
over this as a permanent duty. Well done, John!
We were delighted to be honoured with the presence
of our C.O., Lt.Col. A. R. H. Waring and his family and
also Maj. and Mrs. Coath, our 2 i/c.
As is well appreciated, these functions entail a con
siderable amount of work and organisation and our very
hearty thanks are due to Sgt. Scudder, our P.S.I., Cpl. Peter
Locke, Cpl. Ted Miller and very much so to Mr. and Mrs.
Charlie May, who laid on the tea, and decorated the hall
from top to bottom in the Regimental Colours. Thank
you one and all, without your help we could not have had
such an excellent show.
The other social event of the month was when we
entertained Tonbridge School to a .22 shoot which we won
handsomely. C.S.M. Carver was in good form and turned
out to be top scorer with 110 out of a possible 115—well
done!
Before closing we would like to welcome Ptes. Baker
and Hanton to a long and happy stay with us. Even as these
notes are being written another recruit is signing along the
dotted line.

is needed . . .
Y o u m a y t h i n k it is u n b e l i e v a b l e that
t h e r e a r e still m a n y cases of great h a r d s h i p
a m o n g e x  s o l d i e r s a n d t h e i r d e p e n d a n t s that
c a n n o t b e h e l p e d b y official s c h e m e s of
relief, but it is a t r u e fact.
T h e A r m y Benevolent F u n d is t h e
parent b o d y of all regimental charities a n d
p r o v i d e s financial aid t o t h o s e charities
w h i c h g i v e personal attention to i n d i v i d u a l
cases i n n e e d a n d cases of real h a r d s h i p
w h e r e it is impossible t o raise life a b o v e a
bare restricted existence.
Y o u r h e l p is badly n e e d e d because
t h e calls o n t h i s F u n d a r e i n c r e a s i n g
considerably.
Please g i v e all y o u c a n afford a s a t o k e n
of g r a t i t u d e to t h e m e n w h o g a v e s o m u c h
for y o u .

SUPPPORT THE

FOREMOST FOR FORD

ARMY BENEVOLENT
FUND

h r i i l yVKJ
BROTHERS LTD

MAIDSTONE

ASHFORD ROAD — TEL. 2239 (5 lines)

Patron: HIS LATE MAJESTY THE KINO

 Donations may be sent to The President, Tile Army
Benevolent Fund, 20 Groevenor Place, London, S.W.I
or paid Into any Bank In Great Britain or N. Ireland.
Registered Under The War Charities Act, 1M0.
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During MidFebruary a cloud hovered over the Nation
and the Depot—a metaphorical cloud—the threatened Rail
Strike. The unhappy thought of disrupted training was
uppermost in many minds as emergency plans were pre
pared. But suddenly this fear was dispelled, the strike was
off, and the Depot, usually impervious to political and
economic crises, was again able to devote its full energies
to the main task of producing good trained soldiers (203
under training as we go to press!)
On the 19th, Hill 60 and Somme Platoons Passed Out.
The standard of the parade was good and did credit to the
Platoon Instructors. Brig. D. W. Jackson, O.B.E., the in
specting officer, congratulated the recruits and also said
how pleased he was to see so many parents present. The
presence of the Regimental Band was much appreciated.
Their musical skill and smart bearing were most impressive
on the Parade. Mrs. Jackson, Col. and Mrs. Gwilliam and
Maj. and Mrs. Phillip Haynes were most welcome spec
tators at the parade.
Recruiting activities have been stepped up still more
during February and on the 10th a large Regimental Com
mittee called the Central Committee had its first meeting.
Every single branch of the Regiment was represented. In
addition, Mr. Leslie, the Public Relations Officer from
Eastern Command and members of the Buffs were particu
larly welcome. The aim now is to translate words and
resolutions into action and regular recruits. 20 recruits per
month is the aim and it must, and will be, achieved. It is
up to all Past and Present members of the Regiment to
play their part.
On the 24th the Depot was visited by about 40 mem
bers of the Maidstone Women's Social Studies Group. These
ladies and their Chairman, Mrs. P. Laws, toured the
Barracks and had tea in the Quiet Room. Maj. D. P. I.
Campbell, representing the Commanding Officer, gave them
a short talk about the Regiment. During the afternoon they
were shown the Colours.
In the Home Counties District Boxing, Cpl. O'Connell
won two bouts most decisively and L./Cpl. Marsden,
although losing his bout, put up a very plucky performance.
Cpl. O'Connell went on to box for Home Counties District
against The Nore on Thursday, February 25th. Again he
gave a brilliant exhibition of skilful boxing when he
despatched a very tough looking sailor. The Depot turned
up in strength to support their boxers.
The Hockey team has improved during the month and
O.R.Q.M.S. Maltman scored two goals at centre forward
against a fast Sutton Valence School Team.
In the football world the Depot team lost 62 against
12 S.M.E. This however is no disgrace because the S.M.E.
always field a very strong team.
We welcome to the Depot Sgt. Bryan, Sgt. Guillaume
and most recently, but by no means least, C./Sgt.
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Partridge. It is hoped that life will be congenial for them
and we are very pleased to have them. With three
times the normal number of recruits here they will find they
often have to do the work of two. but the results are re
warding. Unfortunately we have to say farewell to many
familiar faces. No less than five sergeants have departed.
Of these, Sgts. Huntington and Rose have left the Army
after many years service. We wish them the very best of
luck in civilian life and thank them all for the good work
they have done for the Regiment. Sgt. Williams whom we
congratulate on his promotion, Sgt. Bona whom we con

This photograph of R.S.M. Collman of the Depot,
illustrates the correct method of wearing the Regimen
tat Collar Badges.
These badges should now be worn by all Sergeants and
above no matter where they are serving, providing they
are wearing the Home Counties Brigade Badge and the
Queen's Own shoulder titles.
When stocks permit they will be worn by Corporals
and below.
gratulate on his marriage, Sgt. Mace and Cpl. Hunt have
all gone to the 1st Bn. We are sure they will all do well
in the future and wish them all the very best of luck. We
also say goodbye to Pte. Tree, now a civilian and welcome
Pte. W. A. Moore, a reenlistment. Finally congratulations
to the following on their promotion: L./Cpl. Brooks and
L./Cpl. Vale to full Corporal and Pte. Hicks to Lance
Corporal.
There is good news of Maj. Abplanalp. He is now out
of hospital and convalescing in Switzerland. We hope to
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see him back in the near future when he will find a vastly
expanded empire with a company strength approaching
250. Unfortunately instructors have not increased in
proportion.

TRAINING COMPANY
The month of February began with the mass prepara
tions for the new intake on the 4th by the N.C.O.s who
were awaiting their arrival. This intake, namely Vimy and
Italy Platoons is a real "mixed bag", consisting of 65 for
the Buffs, 29 for the Mx. Regiment, eight for R. Sussex and
last, but not least, 14 for the Queen's Own, a grand total
of 116 recruits. This is the largest intake the Depot has had
for years.
To help us in the task of training this monstrous intake,
we welcomed Lt. Prebble, Sgt. Moodie, Cpls. Butler, Prince
and Hare from the Royal Sussex Regt., we hope they enjoy
their stay at the Depot. The funniest incident to date is of
the new recruit who went down to the bianco shed with
a new tin of bianco, arrived at the table and withdrew his
bianco tin to find the contents in his pocket. The sight of
handkerchief, keys and loose change all gaining the ap
proved colour had to be seen to be believed.
Hill 60 and Somme Platoons passed out on February

19th in fairly good weather. The inspecting officer being
Brig. D. W. Jackson, O.B.E.
Cpl. Vale, the Depot Storemancumphotographer dis
guised as a civilian, could be seen on the square sporting
his camera.
Looking further into our diary, we find that February
24th marked the visit to the Depot of the Townswomen's
Guild consisting of about 30 members who wanted to have
a quick look around the Depot.
Latest arrivals to the Sergeant's Mess have been Sgts.
Quinn and Guillaume. Sgt. Bona, the well known Depot
"Casanova" has at last fallen into the clutches of matri
mony. This great blow to English womanhood occurred on
February 27th and everyone at the Depot wishes him the
best of luck in the future.
Anyone who hasn't been to the Depot recentlly will,
on arrival, be greeted by the glorious sight of the Provost
Staff, under the able leadership of Cpl. Willis clad in No.
1 dress.
The Beehive.

SERGEANTS' MESS
Distinguished visitor to the Mess this month was
Lt./Col. P. C. M. Buckle (Retd.) who is now responsible for

Brigadier D. W. Jackson, O.B.E., speaks to Private G. A. Ashcroft at a recruits Passing Out Parade
at The Depot, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
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Brigadier D. W. Jackson, O.B.E., presents the Plat oon Shield to the Platoon Sergeant of the Winning
Platoon, Sgt. N. G. Woolgar of Chichester, at The D epot, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
the bubbles in our beer in this area. 1 still do not know
if he was pulling my leg or not, but he sounded most con
vincing, I have heard of bottles of bubbles for
barometers but never of nonbursting bubbles for barrelled
beer. Can any of our readers please enlighten me? It was
nice seeing you again sir and we hope you will continue to
call on us when you are in the area.
Social events this month included a return games even
ing versus the corporals. We claim even points, but the
corporals may have other ideas, our assessments are: Darts
—corporals won easily, Snooker—we thrashed 'em, Crib—
evens, Drinks—evens. Another recent event was the social
of the Maidstone P. and P. who used the Mess to enter
tain the Tonbridge and Tunbridge Wells branch, we of
course being invited to attend and assist. The Mess was
packed and a very friendly atmosphere prevailed. The
evening started with the usual couple of hands of Tombola
followed by blow football and horse racing, all of which
proved most entertaining. One syndicate was most success
ful at horse racing and spent most of the evening counting
their winnings. 1 thoroughly enjoyed myself at this "do"
and 1 hope our visitors did also.
We had the band down again last week to attend the
Passing Out Parade and it became most noticeable that
Certain senior members had spent a considerable amount

of time around the Snooker saloons during their youth and
indeed during my active service. The skill and speed em
ployed to dispose of the balls during their match against
Sgt. Scrivens and I proved it beyond doubt. If you let
us know when you are coming down again B/M we will
lay on a goodly supply of custard tarts!
Comings and goings this month have been fast and
furious and the following have left us to resume duties
elsewhere. To the 1st Bn. we lost Sgts. Mace, Williams,
Bona, To Civvy Street, C/Sgt. Uncle Don Skelding, Sgt.
Rose and Sgt. Huntington.
On the Mess subs rolls now appears the following:
C./Sgt. Ray Partridge, Vice Uncle Don, Sgt. Phil Everett,
Vice Bill Williams, Sgt. Ron Marchant, Vice John Mace,
Sgt. Pete Guillaime, Vice Jim Bona, and of course Sgt.
Paddy Quinn just vice. He will be leaving us again shortly
to take up his appointment at the Brigade Depot.
Congratulations this month go to Sgt. and Mrs. Bona
on their tying of the knot. It is a cruel blow to thousands
of his fans, but I guess they will get over it.
As 1 mentioned before it is very difficult to find a
suitable ending to these notes and this month is no ex
ception, so to save the trouble of finding a suitable paragraph
to finish up with, 1 am going to sign off now right in the
middle.
Ugh.
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1st A.C.F. BATTALION
DUKE'S

T

A.C.F. BANNER HANDED
Maidstone Ceremony

OVER

HE new banner, presented by the Duke of Edinburgh to
the Army Cadet Force, which has been on a " whistle
stop" tour of Kent, arrived at Maidstone, on Sunday, and
was received by the 1st A.C.F. Battalion, The Queen's Own
Royal West Kent Regiment, from The Buffs.
It was handed over to the C.O. of the battalion, Major
N. S. C. Elmslie, by Lt.Colonel F. K. Theobald. Deputy
Commandant of Kent, at a cerenionv at Monckton's Drill
Hall.
The banner arrived at Maidstone early in the afternoon,
after leaving St. Mary's Bay at 9 a.m. and passing through
Folkestone, Dover and Ashfcrd on its travels.
At 5.30 p.m. the banner was escorted by the local
A.C.F. Battalion to Tonbridge T.A. Centre, and on Monday
morning it was taken to Tunbridge Wells, where it was
handed over to the County of Sussex by the Lord Lieutenant
of Kent. Lord Cornwallis.
Addressing the 120 cadets and officers on parade.
Brigadier M. D. S. Saunders, County Commandant, said the
tour of Kent lasted five days and some 600 to 700 boys had
seen the banner.
At each of these parades, which have taken place at
nearly every detachment in the county, an inspection had
been made by all the Mayors of the various towns where
the banner had passed through.
He wcnt on: "We have in Kent some L4C0 boys in
the A.C.F. and when it is considered that there are 44,000
cadets in the whole of the United Kingdom, Kent produces
a full quota."
" But," Brigadier Saunders added. " this number should
be nearer 2,500, but we are deliberately slowing down
recruitment because we have insufficient instructors."
He made an appeal for more instructors, which, in his
opinion, would prompt more boys to join.

The Banner is trooped in front of the Parade.
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doubt that our Chairman, Len Remfry, took very prompt
action and perhaps we should have let it go at that.

PASTcPRESENT

ASSOCIATION

LONDON BRANCH
Our meeting of 26tn February was well up to our
usual high standard of attendance, 45 present at the open
ing, and three latecomers, bringing the total to 48, showing
that there is still a great interest in the Branch.
Lt.Cols. C. S. Durtnell and H. D. Chaplin were with
us, a full complement of office holders, Chairman Len
Remfry, Secretary Tom Briddock, Treasurer Percy Hallett,
all being present.
There was a goodly representation of our veteran
element. Messrs. Arthur Edwards, "Bogie" Childs, Harry
Freeman, Ted Ballard, Jerry Sweetman and. one of our
two ladies on parade, Mrs. Cox. Among the usual stal
warts were Trefor Thomas, Jack Hunt, Jewwy Edwards,
three of our Bromley plus members (I do not include Col.
Pug Durtnell), Robert Wilks, Bob Milton and Alf Ellis,
"Beadle" Murton with Fred Jarman, Darkie Maslin and
young Jepson. There was the Jack Teare brigade with
Joe Banks once again, I could not remember the name
last month, John Newton, Charles Lewis, and our old
friend "Laff" LafFerty.
Johnny Gammell, now fit again, Canter and Mrs.
Donaldson, Mike Leary with an umbrella, Bob Hanson
of Zoo fame, Jack Hunt, John Jones, back from a very
exhausting U.S. trip, among many others, ready to give
Len Remfrey full support in any undertaking.
The Chairman, after declaring the meeting open, stated
that, in view of the question of amalgamation and the
possibilty of one or two late arrivals, he would keep this
item until the end of the agenda and deal with A.O.B. and
normal items first, hoping that we should get a clear
picture of what the Branch required of our spokesman at
the A.G.M. of the P. and P. in March. Very odd this date,
it's the 26th, the same day as the Bromley Reunion Party,
which is held annually at their Branch HQ., the R.U.S. Club.

Our Catford Branch had sent their request for the
Standard, and as many of our members who cared to
attend, for their Annual Memorial Service at St. George's
Church. This is always a most impressive Service and
Ceremony and it is hoped that some of our members, es
pecially those who live near that area, can be persuaded
to attend. Len Remfry will no doubt get Ted Tickner,
our Standard Bearer, to represent the Branch with the
Standard.
Our Bromley Branch has, as mentioned above,
a function only a few weeks away, 26th March. 1 have
been to the last two annual Bromley functions, and I must
say they really do one proud. This is the time they really
let themselves go, and I heartily recommend any reader
of this correspondence to attend if they can. There are un
limited raffle prizes, plenty of bar space, a terrific buffet, and
this year, I am imformed, a really great concert troupe.
So get your square eyes away from your TV. sets and pop
down to the R.U.S. Club, Bromley on 26th March—you'll
be very welcome. How's that, George Cockell for a plug!
We have decided, if possible, to run one or two
coaches to the Reunion this year. It means an early start
lor those who intend to go, but it's a most relaxing and
cheaper way ol getting to and from. It is quite essential to
leave London at 9 a.m. as it means a pickup on the way
via Lewisham, and or near, and the trip usually takes 1^
hours, so members, if you intend to go by the coach—and
Len Remfry will ensure it's a cheap trip for you—do be
at the R.V. by the lime he states. Five minutes late at the

Tel.: REGENT 5915
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The minutes of the previous month were read and
passed and we went on to the usual correspondence. There
was a very welcome letter from Harry Elson who hopes to
be with us for the March meeting. We were all pleased
to hear that he was in good health and beginning to re
cover from the effects of the passing of Mrs. Elson. The
Branch will be very pleased to see you again Harry, the
sooner the better.
There was mail from Col. A. A. Eason, Regimental
HQ., who explained that it was not customary to inform
Branches of the demise of any officer, or others, although
in the case of Maj. Bredon. Gen. Riddell was told and did,
in fact, attend the funeral. So it would appear that a lot of
our chatter last month was, in fact, hot air. There was no
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start means you'll be 20 minutes late at the end, and you'll
be running for the Church Parade, and that ain't good
for your ages!
There will be more Reunion news from time to time.
"Tishy" Parker had one or two ideas on the subject and no
doubt "Bandy" Waller was eager for news, but we have
always found Len Remfry runs these shows so well that
only latecomers at the bus start have ever been known
to put his timekeeping out in the slightest degree.
That completed the agenda as normal A.O.B., so we
were then briefed about the amalgamation, and a letter
from Lt.Col. H. N. Edwards was read to us by Len Remfry.
The question was discussed.Our representative will be
attending the meeting on 26th March to put forward the
views of our Branch.
We closed with the raffle. Mary Donaldson was the
donor of two nice bottles of wine which Jack Hunt won
with ticket No. 30. The proceeds of last month's raffle was
£2 17s. Od. and a collection box £1 17s. Od. This month's
raffle brought in £3 8s. Od., a tribute to Mrs. Donaldson
who not only gave the prize, but flogged the tickets too.
Having a chat to "Canter" and his wife later, I discovered
she is employed by famous wine merchants, of Morden,
Surrey. Roll on Christmas.
Bodger Kemp, who attends quite regularly, had quite a
long natter to Bob Hanson about the Zoo, and the latter
is quite proud of the fact his new boss is none other than
H.R.H. Prince Philip.
One letter addressed to the Secretary brought me great
pleasure. It was from Mr. J. W. Dodd—or as we knew him,
Tommy Dodd—exbass drummer, 1st Bn., exIndia Police.
1 was very pleased to see he is a fan who reads the notes
with interest. You know me very well Tommy, and we who
know you are sorry to hear of your illhealth and would
like you to know that should you care to come along to
see us, you'll be moie than welcome. Bdsm. John Jones
well remembers the string of bottles and he said he'd like
to find the soandso who cut the string too! ! 1 well re
member Westlake, Percy Baker, Georgie Thorogood in
particular, who had a chequered career with the Police.
Juden was in my company, Whyborn, the Company Clerk,
Wally Eason, a good looking, dancing type, his head of
hair would have made lovely TV. commercial stuff, and
of course, Val Fairbrother was very well known. Only
George Thorogood, of the above, was a sportsman, a boxer
of terrific calibre. I can still see his long chin, and watching
him battle it out with a well known pro. boxer in one of
the civilian halls in Calcutta.
Tommy remembers Peggy Bettinson and others of the
band, Ginger Eacott, Harry Lofts, etc. Come along and
meet Lofts, he's still with us as is Jack Hunt who was i/c
boys in your day. I feel quite sure that Col. A. K. Grant,
whom you mentioned in your letter, will remember Purand
har in 1926. Both the Lieutenants you mention. Burgess,
M.C. and J. M. Haycraft, are well known to me, the latter
retired only a couple of months back, and Col. Grant
comes along to see us whenever the opportunity arises. He
resides at 3 St. Clare Drive, Colchester, and from my know
ledge of him, I'm quite sure he'll remember the Panther
Hunt at Purandhar.
To our exband members, Tommy Dodd lives at 4

Thirza Road, Dartford, Kent, and the Branch thanks him
for his good wishes.
The evening was quite a long one, due to the abnormal
business, but we thrashed everything out in the usual
thorough manner. There is little doubt of the sincerity of
all our members.
"Bogie" Childs tells me that his nickname came from
the fact that as there were three Childs relatives in the
unit at the same time, he had to be called "Bogie" because
he was the darkest of the three.
The Spider.

TONBRIDGE b TUNBRIDGE WELLS
Our meeting for February was not very well attended
which may be due to the cold weather.
The Chair was taken by Mr. T. LatterStapley owing
to the absence of Maj. Elmslie, on duty, following a very
busy weekend.
Before the meeting was an invitation from the Brom
ley Branch inviting us to a social evening on 26th March.
We shall hope that some of our members will be able to
attend.
We are all looking forward to the Reunion which we
understand will be held at Maidstone on 17th July.
On Sunday we were invited to see the arrival of the
Duke of Edinburgh's Banner which was under escort of
the 1st Cadet Bn. under the command of Maj. N. S. C.
Elmslie. These lads put up a good show as, headed by the
band from Tonbridge School, they marched from the High
Street to the T.A. Centre in Avebury Avenue where they
were met by a guard of cadets. The Banner was then
trooped and afterwards placed under guard throughout the
night by cadet lads.
The band, which rendered a good programme during
the evening and all those who took part in the proceedings,
are to be congratulated on a first class show.
The cadets and their guests may count it a great honour
to have been associated with this unique gesture by His
Royal Highness which will have done much to enhance the
cause of well disciplined lads throughout the country.
Brig. Saunders informed those present that Lord
Cornwaliis, Lord Lieutenant of Kent, had promised to
present a standard to the A.C.F. of the county during
August this year. The presentation will be made at the
A.C.F. Camp at Crowborough.
On Saturday next we are to join hands with the Maid
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stone Branch and are looking forward to what we already
know will be a real good evening.
Before the meeting closed, the Chairman said he was
sure that all members would wish to join him in an ex
pression of sympathy to Mr. A. Ingram whose grand
daughter was suffering much pain following an operation
and also to Mr. F. Jezard, Branch Secretary, whose father
was also ill following a leg amputation.
The meeting closed with a vote of thanks to the Chair
man at 9 p.m.

11th BATTALION (LEWISHAM)
' ' 1 TS said that the Greeks had a word for it, whatever the
A situation ; but dear old Will Shakespeare went one
better and always had a phrase for it — and always so very
appropriate.
One which not infrequently comes to mind—and which
so often meets the case—is : " For this relief, much thanks."
For an army unit a relief had a special significance,
especially in the context of World War One. Each of us
who experienced those "ins and outs" will have the memory
of some particular one or other relief, when one's thanks on
its completion were specially fervent.
Probably, for us of The Eleventh, one such too kplace
on the night of the 13th/14th August, 1917, when the 12th
East Surreys and the 15th Hampshires lifted the burden of
responsibility for Hollebeke from our shoulders — that
jumble of rubble and dugouts amid a sea of mud that it
had been our lot to take in the first place (although it was
not one of our original objectives) and which had changed
hands twice in the brief four days since we had handed it
over to the Hampshires and " rested " at Lock House which,
itself, was not even out of reach of the " whizzbangs."
We had gone into the line, if such that morass could be
called, on the 25th July and typical Belgian weather had
kept us waiting for a few days before we could make the
attack. Little did we know that we should have to stick it
for three weeks before being relieved. In all our various
turns in the line, we had never had such an exhausting time,
always soaked to the skin, the mud varying from knee to
waist deep, never any rations unsoaked, except the bully,
not even a dry piece of paper to write a message on — or to
use for any other necessary purpose. No wonder that,
apart from actual casualties, quite a few went down with
just plain exhaustion.
We lost a lot of good chaps, too, so, when we eventu
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ally left to go far enough back to be out of artillery range,
it was a real case of : " For this relief, much thanks." Not
that it was all over as easily as all that, for Jerry followed us
down most of the way to the " bivvies " at Elzenvalle with
shrapnel. Yes, Elzenvalle, where, by the old convent wall,
we used to drop into or climb out of Old French Trench on
the way up to or down from dear old Spoil Bank.
A relief, too, for us darkmuzzled fellows — and here
one especially remembers dear Old Rodge — to hack off the
three weeks' growth of beard that made us look like the Ned
Kelly of our youthful " Westerns."
*
*
*
*
The A.G.M. will be over before this is read ; we shall
have a fresh Chairman, and a New Year, with, we hope,
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some splendid and appropriate resolutions, will have com
menced. Meantime, may the Memorial Window Scheme
have progressed apace, so that there will be no doubt of
" DDay " falling on the scheduled date of November 12th.
*

*

*

*

Tail Piece
The many who remember Charlie Blakey, firstly as a
signaller and later as my very loyal and faithful batman,
will be interested to learn that I have today received one
of her not infrequent letters from his mother — who will
be 94 in June— reminding me that, had he lived, he would
have been 71 today, and that it is just 42 years since she had
that first letter from me. 1 needed no reminding, for it was
one of the most difficult that I have ever had to write.
R.O.R.

CHATHAM BRANCH

accident and owing to his injuries was unable to be with us.
The meeting unanimously decided that the Secretary
convey the wishes of the Branch to Major Brothers for his
speedy and complete recovery.
Minutes of the February meeting and the Treasurer's
Report were satisfactorily dealt with.
Correspondence was read from Bromley Branch re 26th
March H.Q.; re Annual General Meeting Past & Present
Association 26th March; Reunion 17th July, 1960. Catford
Branch re Annual Patronal Service 24th April. Major
Brothers reporting nature of accident.
The Treasurer reported that the Lincoln Draw Tickets
had sold well and very few books were left.
The following were elected to carry out the draw :
Secretary, Treasurer and Messrs. Randall and Kemp.
The monthly draw was won by Major H. M. Smith.
Meeting closed at 8.45 p.m.
G. H. Anchors

A

T our Branch meeting on March 7th we were pleased
to see some of the members who were unable to attend
the February meeting.

The Chairman, S. Thompson, opened the meeting at
8 p.m., welcoming those present. He announced that our
Branch President, Major R. W. Brothers, had met with an
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UE to illness 1 was unable to attend the monthly meet
ing of the Branch on the 12th February, 1960, which
] understood received good support from its members who
were kept busy in the Club Room at the Darts and Crib
Competitions. One game of the latter was reported to be a
very close one, that between Bob Fielder and Mike Leary.
Arrangements for the Annual Dinner, 23rd April, and
the Church Service at St. George's Church, Perry Hill, Cat
ford, at 6.30 p.m. the following day, were discussed together
with the proposed " Outing" in September.
lt is hoped that many Branches will give us full support
the Church Service as this year is the tenth of the Branch
formation and we want to make this service a very special
and memorable one.
A rehearsal of the service will be held at the Church at
7.30 p.m., Friday, 22nd April. Those interested are invited,
especially Standard Bearers and Escorts.
We intend to make a very special effort this year on
the occasion of the Reunion at Maidstone, especially as our
ColonelinChief, H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, it is hoped
will be present.
Details of these functions will be given later.
Best wishes to all.
Ravensbourne.
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PATRON :
HER ROYAL HIGHNESS PRINCESS MARINA, DUCHESS OF KENT, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.,
ColonelinChief

The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
PRESIDENT :

MAJORGENERAL D. E. B. TALBOT, C.B., C.B.E.. D.S.O.. M.C.
Colonel of the Regiment.
CHAIRMAN :
LIEUTENANTCOLONEL H. N. EDWARDS, M.B.E., D.L.
HON. SECRETARY & TREASURER :
LIEUTENANTCOLONEL A. A. EASON,

Regimental Headquarters, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone.
BRANCHES :
BRANCH

CHAIRMAN

Bromlcv

SECRETARY

DETAIL OK MEETINGS

Mr. G. H. Cockell,
Last Saturday each month, 8 p.m., United
3 Priestfield Road, Forest Hill, S.E.23.
Service Club, Bromley.
Chatham
.. Mr. S. L. Thompson ..Major H. M. Smith, M.B.E.
First Monday each month, 7.30 p.m., at ''The
"Jutogh," 16 Beaconsfield Road, Chatham.
Hare and Hounds", 340 High Street,
Rochester. (Phone Chatham 43878).
C a t f o r d & D i s t r i c t ..Mr. W. Hall and
Mr. Len Clarke.
The second Friday in every month at "The
Mr H Lake
38 Queenswood Road, Forest Hill,
Railway Signal , Devonshire Rd., Foiest
"
'
S.E.23.
Hill. S.E.23.
Gravesend
Mr. Haddon
Mr. W. T. Nichols.
Last Friday each month. 8 p.m.. Terminus
9 The Bungalows, Cross Lane West,
Hotel, Stuart Rd., Gravesend.
Gravesend, Kent.
. .Mr. L. Remfry
Mr. T. Briddock,
Last Friday each month at "The Cran
Lon(|on
61. Marlow Road. Annerley, S.E.20.
bourn". 1 Upper St. Martin's Lane,
Leicester Square, W.C.2.
Maidstone
.. .Mr. H. W. Maxlow
Mr. A. Waterman.
Third Friday each month, at 7.45 p.m.. Ser
Little Holmestead, Forge Lane,
geants' Mess, Depot, R.W.K., Maidstone.
Leeds, Nr. Maidstone, Kent.
Sevenoaks
.. Maj. A. H. Coombes, Mr. J. Palmer,
Last Thursday each month, at 8 p.m., Drill
T.D.
c/o T.A. Centre, Argyle Road, Sevenoaks.
Hall, Argyle Read, Sevenoaks.
Shorncliffe
 .Lt.Col. I. R. Lovell ..Mr. E. W. N. Elvy,
"FleursdeLys", Sandgate. Quarterly, first
235 Cheriton High Street, Folkestone.
Friday, January, April, July, October.
Tonbridge and
Maj. N. S. C. Elmslie.. Mr. F. Jezard,
Third Wednesday of each month. T.A.
T u n b r i d g e W e l l s ..
2 Milton Gardens, Tonbridge.
Centre. Avebury Avenue, Tonbridge.
6th Battalion
Lt.Col. G. K. Defrates Mr. C. Sayers.
Reunions twice yearly at White Hart Hotel,
D.S.O., M.C.
59 Grasmere Gardens, Orpington.
Bromley.
7th Battalion
.. .Major E. Goodman ..Mr. T. Shepherd,
Reunions annually in March or April as
492 Downham Way, Bromley, Kent.
notified in Press and "Q.O.G.

8th Battalion
10th

Battalion

11th

Battalion

"0th

(London)

Mr. R. F. Wilks

.
Mr. Stanford.
10 Bramble Close, Maidstone.
Mr. A. E. Buddel.
Mr. L. W. Dawson,
O.B.E., M.C.
19 Chestnut Drive, Herne Bay, Kent.
Mr. G. D. Draycott .. Mr. F. Sales.
16 Kidbrooke Grove. Blackheath. S.E.3.

Annual Dinner, as notified in "Q.O.G."
Annual Dinner, as notified in "Q.O.G."
Meeting first
Tuesday each month.
Hedge House, Blackheath.
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THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT (50th and 97th)
"Quo Fas et Gloria ducunt." The Sphinx superscribed "Egypt."
The White Horse of Kent with motto " Invicta."
"Vimiera," "Corunna," "Almarez," "Vittoria," "Pyrenees," "Nive,"
"Orthes,"
"Peninsula,"
"Punniar,"
"Moodkee,"
"Ferozechah,"
"Aliwal,"
"Sobraon,"
"Alma,"
"Inkorman," "Sevastopol," "Lucknow," "New Zealand," "Egypt, 1882,"
"Nile, 188485," "South Africa, 190002," "Afghanistan, 1919."
The Great War—18 Battalions.—" M o n s , " "Le Cateau," "Retreat from Mons," "Marne, 1914," "Aisne, 1914," "La Bassee, 1914,"
"Messines, 1914, '17," "Ypres, 1914, '15, '17, "18," "Hill 60," "Gravenstafel," "St. Julien," "Frezenberg," "Loos,"
"Somme, 1916, '18," "Albert, 1916, '18," "Bazentin," "Delville
Wood,"
"Foziers,"
"Guillemont,"
"FlersCourcelette,"
"Morval," "Thiepval," "Le Transloy," "Ancre Heights," "Ancre, 1916, '18," "Arras, 1917, '18," "Vimy, 1917," "Scarpe, 1917,"
"Oppy," "Pilcken," "Langemarck, 1917," "Menin Road," "Polygon Wood," "Broodseinde," "Passchendaele," "Cambrai,
1917 '18" "St Quentin" "Rosieres," "Avre," "Villers Bretonneux," "Lys," "Hazebrouck," "Keramel," "Ameins," "Bapume,
1918!" "Hindenburg Line," "Epehy," "Canal du Nord," "St. Quentin Canal," "Courtrai." "Selle," "Sambre," "France and
Fianders, 191418," "Italy, 191718," "Suvla," "Landing at Suvla," "Scimitar Hill," "Gallipoli, 1915," "Rumani," "Egypt,
191516,"' "Gaza," "El Mughar," "Jerusalem," "Jericho," "Tell 'Asur," "Palestine, 191718," "Defence of Kut el Amara,"
 ' S h a r q a . . " "Mesopotamia, 191518."
Second World War—"Defence of The Escaut," "Foret de Nieppe," " N o r t h  W e s t E u r o p e , 1 S 4 0 , " "Alam el Haifa," " E l A l a m e i n , "
"Djebel Abicd " "Djebel Azzag, 1942," "Oued Zarga," "Djebel Ang," "Medjez Plain," "Longstop Hill, 194'3," "Si Abdallah," "North
Africa 194243," "Centuripe," "Monte Rivoglia," "Sicily, 1943," "Termoli," "San Salvo," "The Sangro," "Romagnoli," "Impos
sible Bridge," "Villa Grande," "Cassino," "Castle Hill." "Liri Valley," "Piedimonte Hill," "Trasimene Line," "Arezzo," "Advance
to F'o'ence " "Monte Scalari" "Casa Fortis," "Rimini Line," "Savio Bridgehead." "Monte Pianoereno," "Monte Spaduro,"
"The Senio" "Argenta Gap," "Italy, 194345," "Greece, 194445," "Lercs," "Malta, 194042," "North Arakan," "Razabil," "Mayu
Tunnels," "Defence of Kohima," "Taungtha," "Sittang, 1945," "Burma, 194345."
ColonelinChief : H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Colcnel of the Regiment: MajorGeneral D. E. B. Talbot, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C.
O.C.. Regimental Depot, Major I. A. Macmillan.
Allied Regiments of the Canadian Army :
1st Bn., Royal New Brunswick Regiment—ColcnelinChief . H.M. The Queen.
The Essex and Kent Scottish Regiment.
Allied Regiment of the New Zealand Forces :
The Canterbury Regiment
Regular and Territorial
1st Bn. (50th and 97th Foot)

Battalions :
Moore Barracks, Shorncliffe.

4th/5th Bn. (T.A.)—Tonbridge.
Units of the Army Cadet Force affiliated :
1st A.C.F. Bn., Tunfcridge Wells.

"The Queen's Own Gazette" is published monthly.
Subscription : The rates, payable in advance to the Editor, are as follows :
Ranks, 5/ per annum, post free.

Officers, 9/ per annum, post free; Other

The Editor is always glad to receive articles and items of news suitable for publication, and acknowledges with thanks
photographs reproduced In this journal from the Kent Messenger. Address MSS direct to the Editor, The Barracks. Maidstone.

THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT
Colonel-in-Chief: H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Colonel of the Regiment: Ma)or-General D. E. B. Talbot, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C.

REGULAR

OFFICERS

SHORT SERVICE OFFICERS
MAJORS

LIEUTENANT-COLONEL

Name.

Names
Trumper, J. M. S. W
Marsh, H. W
Russell, H. C., M.C., D.C.M

Mil. Record Office, Ghana.
39 Indep. Inf. Bde., N. Ireland
I 1 K.A.R.

H.Q. A.F.C.E.
O.C., 1 R.W.K.

Flint, A. J. M„ M.B.E.
Gwilliam, D. H., M.B.E.

MAJORS
B.R.I .X.M.I.S.
H.Q. Aldershot District.
Range Control, A.A.T.C., Sennelager.
(Lt.-Col.) GSO 1 Northag.
M.D.C. TC. Millom.
4/5 R.W.K.
War Office.
H.Q. B.A.O.R.
2 i/c 1 R.W.K.
Min. of Defence.
H.Q., B.A.O.R.
(T/Lt-Coi.) OC., 7 Malay
1 R.W.K.
O.C. Depot, R.W.K.
Student JSSC.
BRIXMIS B.A.O.R.
R.C.B., Westbury.
I R.W.K.
H.Q., 70 Inf. Bde., Kenya.
Depot, R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
DOPT 2 Inf. Div. B.A.O.R.

Bailey, J. D. B.
Archer, M. G. M M.C.
Rickcord, M. B.
Turner, P. R. H.
Dowse, R. K.
Brock, J. H
Waring, H. B. H., M B.E
Eason, J. A., T.U.
F.lgood, P. N
Crumpiin, W. C. D
Willis, C. F„ M.B E. T.D
Roper, I. H., M.C.
Scull, D. S
Macmillan, I. A. . .
Woodman, E. G., M C.
Ambrose, W. G. R.
Ruffell, D
Blum, D. E
Franklin, A. W. .
Abplanalp, V. C.
Winstanley, R. G
Osborne, E. C. S.
Shearburn, S. R. O'R

CAPTAINS
Fitzpatrick, J. N.
Manncring, L. A.
Dinsdale, J. W. .

P.S.O.
1 R.W.K
H.Q., 2 T.A.F.
LIEUTENANTS

Clinch, M. J.

1 R.W.K.
2nd

LIEUTENANTS

Archer, M
Andrews, A. J
Poulsom, P. A. H
Coles, J. B
Martindale, J

Ghana Regf.
Ghana Regt.
Ghana Army.
1 R.W.K.
I R.W.K.
QUARTERMASTER

Cook, E. S., M.B.E.

(Maj.) 6 K.A.R.

4th/5th

BATTALION

Honorary Colonel : Lt.-Col. G. E. L. Pardington, M.B.E ,
Commanding Officer: Lt.-Col. A.. R.
CAPTAINS
Clarke, C. S.
Campbell, D. P
Dodson, K. . .
Fletcher, J. S.
Goodwin, P. J.
Norton, J. D.
Lygo, J. R.
Leigh, P. S„ M.C
Woolstencroft, D.
Neve, R. W„ M.C
Wood, W. R.
Tarver, C. L.
Newall, M. R. M
Pybus, I. D
Heatly, A. F.
Durtnell, R. J.

A.S.P.T., Aldershot.
1 R.W.K. aft. Depot R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
Staff College.
1 R.W.K.
C.O.S.D.O., Cyprus.
Home Counties Brigade (Depot P.S.)
I R.W.K.
Staff College.
Mons O.C.S.
Fed. Malaya Mil. Forces.
1 R.W.K.
Adit., 1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
3 Para.
Depot Holdee.

LIEUTENANTS
Taylor,

E. A.
Butler, C. D. B.
Langhorne, J. . .
Hiscock, P
Cleaver, G. F.
Smith, M. J. . .
Champion, C. G.
Pearce, N. C.

A.D.C., G.O.C., E. Anglian Disf.
(T/Capt.) Adjt. Depot, R.W.K.
A.P.O.
R.M.C.S., Shrivenhom.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.

Second-in-Command: Major

H. Waring,

T D

T. C. Coath.

MAJORS
Bobby, F. J.
Large, J. L.

Pennells, H. D. A
Calver-Jonos J.
CAPTAINS

Duggan, H. R.
Innes, C. A.
Ogilvie, J. B.
Robson, T. J. R.
Clemence, M. J.
Wcttson, K. E.

George, P. M. J.
Nyren, M V.
Morley-Jccob, P. J.
Fraser, C. G.

LIEUTENANTS
Young, R, N.
Maw, N. N. G.
macLachlan, S.
Gregory, M. K.
Cyster, P. L.
Sutton, J. D.

Parslow, J. P.
Burrell, G. K.
Curtis, D. R.
Tizard, L. A. S
Finnis, S. R.
Blunt, P. S.
Taylor, M. S.
2nd LIEUTENANTS

Taylor, M.S.
Smith, M. J.

Cyster, R. J.

ATTACHED
Major J. A. Barlas, R.A.M.C.
2nd
Holman, J. C
Whitty, R. H

LIEUTENANTS
1 R.W.K.
Depot R.W.K.

QU 1RTERMASTERS
Blake. A. G., M.B.E.
Stephens, S. V.
Giubb J. E., M.B.E.
Hcggart, E. J. W. .

(Maj.) 4/5 R.W.K.
(Capt.) Depot, R.W.K.
T/Capt.
Nottinqham University O.T.C.
(Lt.) V R.W.K.

Lt. R. P. Gilbert,

R.A.P.C.

Capt. Rev. W. A. Greenfield, M.A. (R.A.Ch.D.).

NATIONAL
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.

K.
S.
R.
R.
P.

Cannell
E. Coningham
D. Wallace
A. Crane
G. Birch

SERVICE

OFFICERS

Lt. T. J. B. Locker
Lt. R. C. Robinson
Lt. P. J. S. Furneaux
Lt. R. W. Shelton-Agai
Lt. W. G. Leckie
2/Lt. P. F. Valpy

REGULAR OFFICERS —PERMANENT STAFF
Major J. H. Brock, Trg. Major and Adjt.
A, G. Blake, M.B.E., Q.M.-(Major)

( D
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Here's one pack it's a pleasure to carry—
Kreemys, the new Sharp's toffees in the
handy pack. Buy a packet of scarlet
and gold wrapped Kreemys today
—they're delicious!

EDWARD

SHA R P

&

SONS

LTD.,

The

Toffee

Specialists,

MAIDSTONE,

KENT
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Regimental Dinner

"Editorial
The Formation of Home Counties Brigade Depot

O

N the formation of the Home Counties Brigade Depot
on 1st April, 1960 the following greetings telegram was
sent:
" Congratulations and Good Wishes to our Home
Counties Brigade Depot on its formation from all ranks
The Depot The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment."
The following reply has been received :—
" Many thanks for your good wishes on formation
of Home Counties Brigade Depot."
*

*

*

*

1st Battalion—Adoption
It has been notified that FOLKESTONE will adopt
the 1st Battalion The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment on May 16th at a ceremony on the Leas, or if
the weather is bad, in the Leas Cliff Hall.
At a meeting of Folkestone Town Council on April 9th,
1960, a resolution was passed expressing the Council's and
the Town's appreciation of the distinguished service ren
dered throughout its long history and particularly during
the two world wars by our Regiment.
The resolution proposed by the Mayor. Alderman W.
M. Harris, went on to acknowledge the Regiment's
contribution to the defence of freedom, country and
Commonwealth.
Councillor W. Lawrence, seconding, said Folkestone
and Kent could be proud of the Regiment. It was sad
that it was going to pass. The Regiment had been stationed
at Shorncliffe Camp probably more often than any other
Regiment.
This adoption will be heralded with appreciation by
all ranks of the Regiment, past and present, and our thanks
are due to the Mayor and Corporation of Folkestone for
their very kind acknowledgement of the services of the
Regiment in peace and war.
We consider that the adoption of a Regiment by a
town outside its particular recruiting area is unique and
we are justly proud that such a signal honour has been
conferred on our Regiment. We feel sure that the good
relations existing between the citizens of Folkestone and
The Queen's Own will endure after the forthcoming
amalgamation of the Regiment with its sister County
Regiment, The Buffs.
*

*

*

*

Annual Reunion
We hope to publish in full, details of the 22nd Annual
Reunion in our May issue of the Q.O.G. The date of the
Reunion will be 17th July, 1960, and it will be noted with
pleasure that our ColonelinChief, Her Royal Highness
The Duchess of Kent, has graciously intimated that she
will honour us with her presence on the occasion.
*
*
*
*
The 1st Battalion The Canterbury Regiment
The following change has been effected in the command
of our affiliated Regiment in New Zealand :
LieutenantColonel S. M. Pritchard to be succeeded by
LieutenantColonel B. Palmer, w/e April 1st, 1960.

Invitations to the members of the Regimental Dinner
Club were posted to all concerned at the latter end of
March. This information is published in case any of the
invitations failed to reach their destination. The date of
the Regimental Dinner will be Friday, May 13th, 1960,
and the venue, The United Services Club, Pall Mall, S.W.I.
*
*
*
*
Visit of the ColonelinChief to the 1st Battalion
Our ColonelinChief has kindly agreed to visit the
1st Battalion in Moore Barracks, Shorncliffe, on Friday
10th June.
Her Royal Highness will be present at the ceremony
of Trooping the Colour by the 1st Battalion, beginning at
about 11.0 a.m. and in the afternoon is to visit the 4th/5th
Battalion.
A light buffet lunch will be available without charge
for past and present members of the Regiment who are
in possession of tickets.
In the afternoon there will be a number of static
military displays in Barracks and music will be provided
by the Band and Drums.
In order that an estimate can be made of numbers,
will anyone wishing to visit the 1st Battalion on this day
please send the following details by not later than 16th
May, I960, to:—
The Secretary,
Parade Committee,
1st Battalion,
The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment,
Moore Barracks, Shorncliffe, Kent.
(a) Name
(b) Address
(c) Number of spectators' tickets
(d) Number of lunch tickets.
Tickets asked for will be despatched as soon after
16th May as possible.
*

*

*

*

1st BATTALION
Officers' Cocktail Party—10th June, 1960
1. Following the visit of the ColonelinChief to
Shorncliffe on Friday, June 10th a Regimental Cocktail
Party is being held in the Officers' Mess of the 1st Battalion
from 7 p.m. to 8.30 p.m.
2. It is hoped that as many serving and retired offi
cers as possible will attend with their ladies. A charge of
10/ per head will be made.
3. Would all officers who would like to come please
inform P.M.C., 1st Battalion, of numbers by May 16th,
enclosing the appropriate subscription. Officers serving
with 1st Battalion and 4th/5th Battalion may pay their
subscriptions through their own Messes.
*

*

*

*

Brigade Short History
We have been requested to bring to general notice
that the Home Counties Brigade Short History is now
available for sale "at an equivalent cost, to those who are
still smoking after the last budget, of five cigarettes, the
History is well worth the price."
We advise all who have an interest in Regimental and
Brigade welfare to order a copy NOW.

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE
The Army Art Society
Patron: Her Royal Highness The Duchess of Kent.
The Society, which exists to encourage art in the army
and sister services, is holding its 29th Exhibition during
October, 1960 at The Commonwealth Institute, South Ken
sington, S.W.7.
All ranks of the Army, Royal Navy and Royal Air
Force, Past or Present, permanent or temporary, may
submit works for consideration.
The Society is an entirely unofficial organisation and
for several years very successful exhibitions have been held
in London each Autumn. Service artists can derive more
interest from their hobby by aiming at submitting works
for the exhibitions, which also give them an opportunity
to compare their standard and style with others.
This year there will be two awards of five guinea
vouchers (on Messrs. Winsor & Newton) and other awards
donated by wellknown artist suppliers for the pictures
deemed by the committee the best, both in oils and in water
colour, submitted by nonmember "serving" artists.
As the Society is nonprofitmaking, the entrance and
hanging fees are kept as low as possible.
Intending exhibitors are invited to apply after the 1st
of May for particulars. Applications should be addressed
to: The Honorary Secretary, The Army Arts Society, Capt.
A. J. Daldy, 16, King Edwards Grove, Teddington, Middle
sex.

be based on this type of operation and the degree to which
it is applicable to limited or global war.
Discuss these problems from the Regimental officer's
point of view and give your views as to how they can best
be met.
General conditions for this essay competition are con
tained in AC I 410/1959.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

The ceremony of presentation was preceded by Beating
of Retreat by the Northern Command Band with an
extremely well turned out Guard of Honour from the
3rd Battalion, The Royal Australian Regiment. Despite a
tropical rainstorm which broke just as the G.O.C. came on
to the parade ground, the full programme was completed
with admirable precision. The playing of the Band of
" Men of Kent," the Regimental slow march of the Queen's
Own Royal West Kent Regiment, was much appreciated.

The Editor acknowledges with thanks receipt of the
following Regimental Journals and Magazines :—
The Dragon
The Tank
The R.A.O.C. Journal
The Waggoner
The Royal Engineers Journal
St. George's Gazette
White Horse & Fleur de Lys
British Legion Journal
Empire

FORTHCOMING

EVENTS

May 13th—At Home, Savoy Hotel.
United Services Club.

Regimental Dinner,

June 10th—Visit of the ColonelinChief to 1st Bn. and
4/5th Bn. at Dibgate Camp.
July 9th—Regimental Golf Meeting. Queen's Own v. The
Buffs at the Wildernesse Club, Sevenoaks.
July, 16th, 18th, 20th and 21st—Maidstone Cricket Week.
July 17th22nd—Annual Reunion Past and Present Associa
tion.

BERTRAND STEWART PRIZE ESSAY
COMPETITION, 1960
Prize £80 — Closing Date 22nd June, 1960
Subject — Cold War operations carried out in recent
years in the differing conditions of Malaya, Kenya, Cyprus
and the Persian Gulf have proved the worth of tactics and
training based on ' unconventional' methods. At the same
time ' conventional' military operations against terrorists
have had little success.
Discuss the extent to which training for all arms should

f
PRESENTATION OF A PRINT FROM THE ARMY
COUNCIL TO HEADQUARTERS, NORTHERN
COMMAND, AUSTRALIA
EDITOR—The following is a report by
Gillson, O.B.E., U.K., Army Liaison
tralia, describing the presentation of
Army Council of the 50th Foot to
Command, Brisbane, to commemorate
centenary.

Colonel H. K.
Officer in Aus
a print by the
H.Q. Northern
the Queensland

O

N the 26th February, 1960, the Senior Army Liaison
Officer in Australia, Colonel H. K. Gillson, acting on
the instructions of the Army Council, flew to Brisbane and
presented to the General Qlficer Commanding, Northern
Command, MajorGeneral T. J. Daly, C.B.E., D.S.O., a
coloured print depicting three soldiers of the 50th of Foot
which had been sent out for presentation to Headquarters
Northern Command to mark the Centenary of Queensland
as an Independent State.

Then followed a move to the Command Headquarters
Officers' Mess and a brief speech by Colonel Gillson, in
which he drew attention to the facts that the 50th had twice
served in Queensland during the nineteenth century and that
a Company of the Regiment had been the last subunit of
the British Army to serve in the State. He asked General
Daly to accept the print with the best wishes of the Army
Council. He also mentioned the happy chance by which
the Regiment whose soldiers were depicted on the print was
that of the present High Commissioner of the United King
dom to Australia, General Sir William Oliver, and of which
the General had been Regimental Colonel for nearly ten
years until 1959.
General Daly then replied in suitable terms, instructing
Colonel Gillson to convey his grateful thanks to the Army
Council for their unexpected but very much appreciated
action. He emphasised the importance of tradition and the
closeness of the links which still bind units of the Australian
Army to the British Army as a whole and in particular to
those Regiments with which they have much valued affilia
tions. Finally, he said how gratified he was at the response
from British Regiments which had served in Queensland in
the matter of sending trophies, pictures, histories and the
like on the occasion of the Centenary of the State.
Lt.Col. S. Walsh, the President of the Mess Committee,
then read out a list of these Regimental presentations, which
were on show in the Mess.
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REGIMENTAL

$ £

GOLF

FORTHCOMING MEETINGS THIS YEAR
1

Argyll and Sutherland Cup : Army Golf Society Meet
ing Sandwich, 11th May. The Regiment is entering a
team.

2

Home Counties Brigade Meeting: Isle of Thanet,
25th May, I960. The Regiment is entering a team. Any
interested golfer please write to O.C. Depot.

3

QUEEN'S OWN v The BUFFS : Meeting at the Wilder
nesse Golf Club, Sevenoaks, on Saturday, 9th July, 1960.

4

Queen's Own Regimental Meeting: Meeting at Folke
stone, sponsored by the 1st Batallion on 1st July. Any
one wishing to play please inform O.C. Depot.

REGIMENTAL
1

CRICKET

Regimental Cricket this summer is as follows:
a)

The Regiment v PENGUINS C.C. at the Depot on
Saturday, 11th June, 1960.

b)

The Regiment v The BUFFS at Canterbury on Fri
day, 24th June, 1960.

c)

The Regiment v WEST KENT C.C. at the Depot
on Saturday, 25th June, 1960.

d)

The Regiment v The MOTE C.C. at the Depot on
Saturday, 23rd July, 1960.

e)

The Regiment v The BAND OF BROTHERS at the
Depot on Sunday, 24th July, 1960.

Please support your Regimental Cricket this year. Any
cricketer wishing to play in any match please inform O.C.
Depot.

«

-

e

DO YOU KNOW
During 1959, the number of men and women from the
Regular Armed Forces of the Crown placed in employ
ment by the National Association for Employment of
Regular Sailors, Soldiers and Airmen was 19,546, which
was 81 % of those who registered at one or other of the
Association's 52 Branches covering the whole of the United
Kingdom. It is of interest that of this number, 8,355 were
from the Army and 29 were from your Regiment.
At some time ,or other, every Regular eventually
returns to civil life. When this happens, looking for a
decent job can be a trying and lengthy business.
This is where the National Association comes in, com
pletely free, to help you to start right. If you are not
absolutely sure of your job, get in touch with the local
Jobfinder. Incidentally, he is an exRegular like yourself
so you will be quite at home when you meet him. He knows
the employers and the vacancies they want to fill and can,
therefore, give you an up to the minute picture of the
local employment possibilities.
If, when you get home, you have forgotten, lost or
have never been told the address of your Area Jobfinder,
apply at any big Post Office, or to your own Regimental
Association They'll be able to give it to you.

PUZZLE PICTURES
The Popular Journal Feature

These two pictures look alike, but there are 10 distinct
differences. Compare them and see how observant you are.
SOLUTION  PAGE 100
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Social and Personal

Bryan, M.P.): (Lt.Col. P. E. O. Bryan, D.S.O., M.C., M.P., in
our list of Officers).

We are pleased to note that our invalids in the persons
of General Talbot, Major Abplanalp and our Editor, have
recovered from their indispositions and are all back in
harness again.

It is with some dismay that we observe several cars in
Barracks without a Regimental Car Badge. We have just
received a lovely bunch from our manufacturers. You can
have one for 25/ if you call at R.H.Q. and collect it, or
if you wish, send 26/9 and we will send you one!
Writing of cars reminds us of that odd parking sign
which pops up outside R.H.Q. on Mums' and Dads' Days
and other festive occasions. It reads:
"V.I.P.s and Officers"
Surely this is stretching democracy to the limit. When
we were young an Officer was considered to be a V.I.P. We
now view the prospect of a visit from a Member of the
Army Council with some alarm and trepidation.
If our remarks lead to a change of wording of the
parking sign, for heavens sake do not alter it to read
"Officers and V.I.P.s", That wouldn't improve matters—No
Sir!
Major Tony Franklin is now back in the U.K. after a
tour of duty in East Africa. He is on a well earned leave
and will rejoin the 1st Battalion in June. Having in view
what the inhabitants of Kenya perpetrated on Major W. H.
Clarke, we are glad he arrived back home in one piece.
We are indebted to Lt.Col. Ronnie Mines for the in
formation that the following exwartime Officers of the 1st
Battalion met at the "Unicorn", Jermyn Street, on J7th
March, 1960, for the dinner and drinks: Glynn, Tennant,
Macfarlane, Brook, Reinstein, Jordan, Venn, Mines,
McLelland, Reeves, Braithwaite, Gwilliam, Parnicott and
Harris.
Apropos the recent gift of the score of our Regimental
Marches to our affiliated Regiment—The Canterbury Regi
ment of New Zealand, Capt. R. S. McCleary informs us
he has been invited to attend a formal Mess Dinner of the
Canterbury Regiment at Burnham Camp on 26th March
and will take with him the scores and hand them over with
the "Queen's Own" Compliments.
He also informs us that Lt.Col. Pritchard relinquishes
command of the 1st Bn. The Canterbury Regiment on 31st
March and his successor will be Lt.Col. B. Palmer.

We offer our condolences to Major H. W. Clarke who
was badly Injured while fighting
off four African
attackers at Lessos in the Kenya White Highlands. His wife
came to his aid by throwing a coffee pot, cups and saucers
at the intruders. She also fired an old emergency type rocket
to fetch help.
Major Clarke tackled the gang with his fists and was
struck with a panga on the head, face, arms and back, but
succeeded in driving them from the house. He was taken to
hospital where his condition was later stated not to be
dangerous.
Captain Campbell who recently arrived for a spell of
duty at the Depot has left us again to join the 1st Bn. We
hope he enjoyed his stay at the Depot but feel sure he
wouldn't welcome an appointment in the Battalion as
P.M.C. after his strenuous work at the Depot in that
appointment.
We congratulate the C.O.'s batman, Pte. (Beaky) Jones
on the acquisition of an heir. "Beaky" is a well known figure
at the Depot where he has been batting to successive Com
manding Officers.
We also offer congratulations to Major De S. H.
LewisBarned on an addition to his grandchildren. This
means, we suppose, a silver Christening mug as it is a boy.
(Here's How, Grandad).
On entering Barracks the other morning we were in
trigued to note that the clock tower over Crimea Block
had, overnight, adopted a rosy hue, and for a moment we
thought the organ pipes from Westminster Abbey had been
transferred to the front of the block. Our eyes are now dim
so we can be excused the mirage—closer inspection showed
the organ pipes to be flag poles bearing flags of some of
the Brigade Regiments (same like League of Nations). The
rosy hue of the clock tower has now been changed to dark
blue and Kentish grey and looks quite effective.
We congratulate Capt. Heatly on being selected to play
again for the Army v The Royal Air Force in the second
of the Services Hockey Matches.
Each morning, at the same time, as we enter Barracks,
we observe Major Macmillan making his tour of inspection.
When we were Lance Jacks some 60 years ago or so,
we were brainwashed with F.S. Regulations, one of
which was to the effect that patrols should vary their
routes in and out. The moral is that if Ian wants to catch
them he should change his itinerary and poke around
corners and alleyways. (That should catch 'em).
Our Ethelred is a bit disgruntled. He was awarded
some loss of privileges for wearing elastic in his pants. He
informs me that he has made up his mind to change his
service to the W.R.A.C.s when he becomes timeex.
We note from a press article that the 78 Division
Battleaxe Club Officer's Dinner was held on 7th April at
the House of Commons (at the invitation of Mr, Paul

It would be appropriate here for us to welcome Lt.Col.
Palmer in his new appointment, and say "au revoir" to
Lt.Col. Pritchard from whom we have received many
courtesies during his command of the Canterbury Regiment.
Lt.Col. (Crocus) Andrews draws our attention to some
confusion which has arisen due to his employment as
Defence Services Liaison Officer, Nigeria Forces. His loca
tion is still in England and not in Nigeria as we thought. We
apologise to him for any inconvenience that may have been
caused by the error.
Major (Bill) Crumplin who recently accompanied the
Chief of the Defence Staff on a tour informs us that he met
a few members of the Regiment during his peregrinations.
They were Major Nicholls who commands the flight of his
Corps at Wildenrath, B.O.A.R. He states that he was un
successful in making contact with Lt.Col. Peter Turner but
was told that he was in Copenhagen. Incidentally, I wonder
how many readers know that his sister, also now Lt.Col.
Turner, is Matron at Queen Alexandra Military Hospital,
Millbank.
In North Africa he flew around the El AdemDerna
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and Tobruk area where, he states, there is still much
evidence of the desert battles to be seen.

joined the family firm and was a valuable helper for many
years before World War I.

In Cyprus he stayed in Episcopi where he saw L./Cpl.
Warman and Pte. Kilburn, late of 1 R.W.K.

He played for Bromley Football Club and to the end
of his life followed their fortunes with interest. He was
captain of Bromley Town Cricket Club and later of Brom
ley Bowling Club. As a bowler he won several trophies.

He failed to contact Capt. John Horton however.
He mentions a meeting with Capt. Geoffrey Howlett
who asked to be remembered to everyone.
Major Crumplin was impressed with the timing of his
trip.
We regret to note that Capt. Neve is indisposed but
hopes to be at the Regimental Dinner.
Major (Dickie) Dowse who is, and has been Chief In
structor at the Army School of Civil Defence for the past
year, informs us that his commitments have been increasing
and that owing to the same he will not be able to be present
at the Dinner this year.
Amongst the names in the General's Visiting Book are:
Major Blake, Capt. Fitzpatrick, Lt.Col. Theobald, Major
Campbell, Lt.Col. Pardington, Lt.Col. Edwards, Major
Elmslie and Lt.Col. Chaplin.
One solitary name appears in the Sergeants' Mess Book
—that of our Chelsea Pensioner, Torn Vidler.
T.P.M.

+
BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AND DEATHS
BIRTHS
JONES—To Pte. and Mrs. W. Jones, a son, Garry Robert,
born at Chatham on 7th March, 1960.
CLAUSON—On 5th April, 1960, at Nafferton Lodge, High
Road, Loughton, to Barbara (nee LewisBarned) and
Oliver Clauson, a son (Julian).

DEATH
ARNAUD—On March 23rd at Farnborough Hospital,
John Norman Arnaud, M.C., of 55 Rafford Way, Brom
ley.
Captain J. N. Arnaud, M.C., was commissioned in the
3rd Battalion and served in the 8th (S) Battalion in France,
and was Transport Officer from 1916 until the Battalion was
disbanded in 1919.



OBITUARY
CAPTAIN J. N. ARNAUD
Bromley has lost a well known and respected son by
the death of Capt. John Norman Arnaud, M.c., of 55
Rafford Way, at Farnborough Hospital on March 23rd.
He was 77.
The Arnauds have been associated with Bromley since
1849, when Capt. J. N. Arnaud's greatgrandfather, Mr.
John Arnaud, began building operations in the district. His
son, Mr. J. C. Arnaud, in 1862 founded a building firm
with premises near Bromley South Station. In 1870 the firm
moved to 149 High Street. It prospered and carried out
many works in the area before wartime difficulties, and the
absence on active service of all his sons, caused Mr. J. F.
Arnaud to close it down in 1917.
Among the absentee sons was the eldest, Capt. John
Norman Arnaud, then serving in France with the Queen's
Own Royal West Kent Regiment. He was born on Septem
ber 11th, 1882, and educated at Alleyns School. He then

In 1912 he married Miss Eugenie Pyrke, member of
another well known Bromley family. They had a daughter,
Mary, now the wife of Mr. Alec Walters, a Cornish far
mer. Mrs. Arnaud survives her husband.
Capt Arnaud was gassed in World War I and never
completely threw off the illeffects. He was awarded the
Military Cross. Tribute to his war service was paid in "The
History of the Eighth Battalion The Queen's Own Royal
West Kent Regiment, 191419." He was the Battalion's
Transport Officer and the history says, with reference to
his work during the retreat in 1918 and then the final
advance from Cambrai : " By hook or by crook he suc
ceeded every day in getting hot meals up to the men who
were fighting, and supplies of ammunition were rushed up
at a moment's notice wherever they were needed." The
M.C. awarded to Capt. Arnaud was "among the very best
earned awards gained during the whole history of the
battalion."
Capt. Arnaud was a director of Bromley Building
Society. Among other activities he had a Masonic interest.
Cremation took place at Beckenham Crematorium on
Saturday, after a service at Bromley Parish Church, at
which Canon W. H. Murray Walton officiated.

MR. F. G. MARCHANT
It is with great regret that I have to record the passing
on 23rd March last, of one of our members. He was ex
C.Q.M.S. F. G. Marchant, known as Claude to all and
sundry, who succumbed to a heart ailment which he had
patiently endured for over three years.
Born in October, 1894, he enlisted in the Kent Cyclists
at Bromley in the early days of the Territorial Force and
was embodied at the outbreak of war in 1914. He saw
active service and when his battalion was turned into
infantry, known as the 1/lst Kent Regiment, he was
stationed in the North West Frontier Province, where he
was again to see active service in 1919, in Afghanistan.
Eventually demobilised in England he could not resist the
call to arms and reenlisted in the newly constituted
Territorial Army, this time with the 5th Bn. The Queen's
Own, on 24th January, 1923. In January, 1935, he was
the recipient of a certificate of appreciation for Meritorious
Service from the Kent Territorial Association, signed by
the Marquis Camden. In 1937 he was on duty somewhere
on the route, on the occasion of the Coronation of King
George VI and Queen Elizabeth, and in August, 1939 was
mobilised for the Second World War. He served in France
and was in the evacuation from Dunkirk. Back in England,
like so many others, he was again trained for future over
seas service, but was transferred to the Corps of Military
Police on 25th January, 1941, in which he served until he
was discharged on 28th August, 1945. Quiet and unassum
ing, he was a great citizen and soldier.
He held the General Service, Victory, T.T. Voluntary
Overseas 1914/18—Afghanistan 1919—Coronation 1937—
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T. Force Efficiency and Territorial Army Efficiency,
together with the 1939 War Medal—193945 Star—France
and Germany Star and Defence Medals.
We of Bromley Branch are all very sad to know of
his demise and extend our deepest sympathy to his widow
and family in their bereavement.
Floral tributes were sent from the Branch and also
from the Parent Body of the Past and Present Association.
G. H. COCKELL.

REGIMENTAL MUSEUM
JT took 14 soldiers to manhandle a gun weighing two
tons into Maidstone Museum. It had come by lorry
from the Royal West Kent Depot in Maidstone to take its
place as the centrepiece of the Military Museum soon to
be opened.
The gun, which stands on a fourwheeled carriage, was
one of six captured from the Sikhs in the Sutlej Campaign
in India during 18451846, by the Army of the Sutlej. In
their day the guns would have been pulled by four or six
horses.
They were presented to Sir Henry Hardinge, C. in C.
and Governor General of India by the East India Company.
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The gun is one of two presented to the Regiment by the
present Viscount and Viscountess Hardinge in 1955. The
second gun will go to the Royal Military College at Sand
hurst, Berks.
The museum at the barracks is being closed on account
of the impending amalgamation with The Buffs, and among
other items to be transferred are battle maps, medals,
uniforms dating from the 18th Century, colours, pieces of
old Regimental Silver, and the "Miracle Rifle" of 1916. A
German bullet travelled right down the barrel, splitting the
bolt, and is embedded there. Another exhibit of interest
will be the "Freedom Cup," marking the Freedom of
Maidstone conferred on the Regiment in 1944.
The gun claimed a final British casualty when a soldier
had a finger gashed as it was being reassembled.
That the gun belongs to a more leisurely age is shown
by the amount of ornamentation. The wick trimmer, for
example, is in the shape of a peacock, and the coupling
between the gun carriage and the gun is in the shape of
an elephant's head complete with trunk and mahout sitting
crosslegged on top.
In charge of the operation was Sgt. Ronald Scrivens
assisted by the Curator of the Regimental Museum since
1951, Major R. Love, who will be in charge of the military
exhibits.

The Centre Piece of the new Regimental Museum of T he Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment at Maid
stone Museum will he this twotwo gun seen here being reassembled by 14 soldiers.
(Kent Messenger Photograph)
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Dear Sirs,
On behalf of my mother, 1 wish to thank all members
for (lowers and kind thoughts in the sad loss of my father,
F. G. Marchant, better known to Old Comrades as
"Claude."
His long association with the Queen's Own Royal
West Kent Regiment gave him many happy memories of
which he often spoke.
As you raise your glasses to drink a toast to " Past
Comrades," remember the latest recruit, " Old Claude,"
who enlisted March 16th. 1960.
Yours sincerely,
PHYLLIS E. HARRINGTON.

Ordnance Corps and is granted the temporary rank of
Maj.Gen. 1st April 1960.
Territorial Army
Capt. O. Stacey (339182) from Kings, to be Capt. 30th
January 1960. with seniority 2nd April 1951.
*

*

*

*

HONOURS AND AWARDS
The Queen has been graciously pleased to confer the
award of the Territorial Efficiency Decoration upon the
following Officer :—
Major P. N. Marchant (251947). The Queen's Own
Royal West Kent Regiment.

+

PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS
Extracts from London G a z e t t e
Regular Army
Regular officers of the substantive rank of Major and
below who were appointed to permanent Regular Army
commissions between 15th August 1942, and 18th October
1949 and who were serving on the Active List on 1st Nov
ember 1959, will with effect from that date reckon service
given before their 21st birthday towards seniority and time
promotion, provided seniority does not thereby date from
before the 21st birthday.
Maj. G. U. Weymouth, M.B.E. (138418). Seniority as
Lt. to be 2nd August 1941. Seniority as Capt. to be 1st July
1946. To be Maj. 2nd February 1953.
(a) Below J. R. Pawlett (176009) R. Lincolns.
(b) 1st July 1958 (2).
Maj. I. A. Macmillan (3663S7) Seniority as Lt. to be
8th July 1943. To be Capt. 8th January 1948. To be Maj.
8th January 1955.
(a) Below St. J. C. BrookeJohnson. M.B.E. (177691)
Wore. R.
(b) 1st July 1958 (3).

REGIMENTAL CAR BADGES
The badge is made of heavily chromeplated metal with
the cap badge set in a background of the Regimental
Colours in vitreous enamel.

S.S.R.C.
Lt. James Bernard Coles (454544) from A.E.Res. of
Offrs., Nat. Serv. List to be 2nd Lt. 16th February 1960.
A.E.R.O. National Service List
2nd Lt. A. J. Stead (457447) from Reg. Army Nat.
Serv. List to be 2nd Lt. 15th December 1959, with seniority
2nd August 1958.
2nd Lt. A. J. Stead (457447) to be Lt. 20th March 1960.
Regular Army Reserve of Officers
Maj. (Hon. Lt.Col.) L. F. Steele (205094) having
exceeded the age limit ceases to belong to the Res. of Offrs.
16th March 1960.
Regular Army Reserve of Officers (Class III)
Lt. J. F. Essenhigh (443061) from A.E.Res. of Offrs.
Nat. Serv. List, to be Lt. 7th April 1960. retaining his
present seniority.
Lt. B. J. Dean (443334) from A.E.Res. of Offrs. Nat.
Serv. List, to be Lt. 7th April I960, retaining his present
seniority.
Commands and Staff
Brig. C. H. McVittie, C.B.E. (40716) R.A.O.C., is ap
pointed Commander Stores Organisation, Royal Army

The cost is 26/9 post free. — A poly to the Editor,
"Queen's Own Gazette," Regimental Headquarters, The
Barracks, Maidstone.
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Battalions :

i st BATTALION

Frome River to a point outside Wareham, where they
landed.

.MARCH !
This one word is almost
a summary of our activities
during this month.
We began with an inter
platoon competition in the
form of a night raiding exer
cise which took about 36
hours and in the course of
which two platoons of each
company sauntered through
Kent from Heme Bay to
Dymchurch.
On the first
night they were " landed " in
the North of the county and
had to assault and destroy a
radar site just East of Canter
bury. A further m a r c h
brought them to their lying
up area in some woods near
Chartham and here they
rested during the day, doing
their own cooking.
That
evening they were required to
march South again to the Royal Military Canal between
Bonnington and Bilsington, where some friendly partisans
had collected some rope, wood and oil drums. With the
aid of these a raft was to be made to get the whole
platoon across the Canal.
This obstacle successfully
crossed, the exercise ended with night firing on the ranges
at Hvthe.

Then followed a short hike of some 22 miles into
North Dorset, where another site had to be attacked and
destroyed, the platoons each having to move fast enough
to reach their previously selected lyingup area before
dawn. On the following evening another stroll of about
17 miles, harassed en route by the enemy, brought the
platoons to their " submarine " pick up point at Lulworth
Cove.

4

10 Platoon, " D " Company, under Mr. Martin
Barnes, abetted by Sgt. Gordon, are to be congratulated
on winning the competition, although their praiseworthy
efforts to raft the Canal on kitbags, stuffed with straw
was, on this occasion, unsuccessful. 3 Platoon, " A"
Company (Mr. John Gerelli and Sgt. Elkington) came
second, and 8 Platoon, " C " Company (Mr. Roger School
ing and Cpl. Stein) were third. A challenge bowl was
awarded to the winners and also an outsize cake (delicately
described by Maj. Pat Elgood as "more concrete token
of esteem ").
This competition was but the forerunner of an
exercise on similar lines which took place at the end of
the month down in Dorset — Exercise "March Brown."
Each platoon was given a morning's training by the Royal
Marine Staff of the Joint Services Amphibious Warfare
Centre (J.S.A.W.C.) in landing craft, assault, and powered
inflatable craft called "Gemini." In the evening they were
embarked in Gemini in Poole Harbour and carried up the

The exercise was a very testing one in every way' and
it is creditable that every man made the last rendezvous.
The winners were 8 Platoon, " C " Company (Mr.
Schooling and Sgt. Lowe): close behind were 12 Platoon,
" D " Company (Mr. Hugh Gillingham and Sgt. Leiper)
and 3 Platoon, " A " Company (Mr. Gerelli and Sgt. Elking
ton) came third. There was a welldeserved distribution
of cake and N.A.A.F.I, tokens to the winners and runners
up.
Both these exercises produced their moments of panic,
amusement, discomfort and achievement, loo numerous to
mention. The following conversation piece gives an idea
of how some people felt some of the time:
Platoon Commander: " What shall we do with

? "

Platoon Sgt: "Leave him here and bury him."
In the early part of the month, the Battalion carried
out a simulated air movement, moving out of Barracks fully
equipped and loaded as if for operations. The night was
spent at the WeekEnd Training Centre at Crowborough,
where we were glad to see Capt. Carey, who was, as
might be expected, most helpful to .us. The next morning
we returned to Shorncliffe by M.T., with breaks in the
middle of the journey when we marched with the Drums
through Gouuhurst, Lamberhurst, Cranbrook and Tenter
den. The headmaster of Cranbrook School kindly allowed
us to use one of the school fields for our lunch halt.
The more senior and therefore older members took
the opportunity of a ride home, disguised as a Battalion
Signal Exercise.
On 30tli March we were glad to receive a visit from
the Army Commander, Lt.General Sir Gerald W. Lathbury,
K.C.B., D.S.O., M.B.E., accompanied by the District Com
mander, Maj.General P. Gleadell, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O.
Congratulations to Pte. Hubbard, of " A " Company,
who completed about 500 miles in the John o' Groats to
Land's End walk before his money ran out.
Congratulations, too, to Cpl. and Mrs. Drakes on the
birth of a son.

8Q
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RAIDING EXERCISE

At the beginning of March the Battalion held an
InterPlatoon long distance Raiding Exercise. The Platoons
were ' landed ' at dusk from Landing Craft, represented
by' 3ton trucks, in the area of Heme Bay. They had to
overcome a small guard and destroy, with explosives, a
heavy water installation and escape, initially, to a harbour
area, in which they had to remain concealed during the
hours of daylight.
The second night they had to move to the Dymchurch
marshes, where a ' helicopter,' again represented by a
3ton truck, would arrive and take them home. This last
withdrawal involved a crossing of the Hythe Canal, on
which all bridges were guarded. One of ' our agents'
in Kent had fortunately managed to conceal on the bank
a number of oil drums and a few bits of timber.
The exercise was rounded off by a night firing exercise,
by the light of flares, on the Hythe Ranges.
Platoons were out for about 36 hours and covered
about 45 miles.
The exercise was won by No. 10 Platoon of " D "
Company, commanded by 2/Lt. Barnes, with Sgt. Gordon,
D.C.M., as Platoon Sgt.
The following is one Platoon's account of their patrol.
1 Platoon " A " Company
PI. Raiding Ex. Mon. 29th Feb.— 2nd Mar.
To prepare ourselves for March Brown, the Brigade
raiding exercise in Dorset later in the year, the Battalion
had planned a similar one in early March to help us
experiment with our kit and general admin, arrangements.
The exercise was split into phases. First the landing at
Reculver, near Heme Bay, and the approach march to
an object. Secondly, the taking of the objective and
the getaway to a Harbour area. Thirdly, lyingup all day
in the Harbour area, and lastly, the withdrawal to the
Hythe Canal to our ' helicopter,' concluding with night
firing on Hythe Ranges.
Having decided on the equipment we were going to
take, which was all the usual webbing plus the big pack,
two blankets, smock and jersey, heavy wools, we paraded
at the Gym. in the evening on Monday. We were inspected
and then set off for the North of Kent. The journey in
the three tonner was meant to represent the journey in
a submarine and a loading on the coast.
At Reculver we started off at a very brisk pace through
villages called Hillborough, Highstead Maypole and Hoath,
down the Roman Road until it met the main A.28 road
to Ramsgate and other Billy Butlin establishments.
Speed was the thing on this march and we went like
the clappers. After crossing the main road we proceeded
to Fordwich, where we met an ' agent,' who gave us a
sealed envelope which was to be opened after the attack
and would tell us where to go. The agent also told us
that he would guide us to our objective, which we knew
was somewhere just East of Canterbury.
With great stealth, we crept up to the objective where
the assault was to be made and the water purifier blown
up. Here the agent left us and we all kept very still
as Mr. Holman went forward to have a recce. He was
soon back and the plan was to do a quick attack left flank
ing with Sgt. Maume in charge of the fire section, on
orders to open up as soon as the Platoon Commander lead

ing the assault group signalled with his whistle. All went
well until suddenly one of the enemy got up and saw
the assault party creeping up. Then the signal was given
and all hell was let loose.
The water purifier was in fact a packing case, which
was duly blown up and then we rapidly disappeared from
the scene. The sealed orders were opened and we found
we had to reach a T junction at a place called White Hill,
where another agent would meet us and direct us to our
Harbour Area.
We set off again with speed as we had to make the
Harbour Area by 0200 hours and we knew it was a long
way to go. After about two hours' marching we arrived
there and a quick consultation was held between the agent
and the Platoon Commander and once more we set off
for a place called Berlinge Green.
By this time the feet of many people were decidedly
sick and sore and consequently the pace was not so fast.
We crashed on and made the Area by exactly 0215, and
the agent led us into a lovely wood, where after posting
sentries we lay down and began to sleep.
We stood to at dawn and afterwards did the usual
routine of cleaning weapons, shaving, cooking, and then
sleeping again. We were paired off in our sections and
occupied a sort of circle in the wood. The C.O. and Adjt.
came to have a look at us and apparently were quite
satisfied.
After a good day's rest we set off once more in the
evening for the South Coast. The march was slower this
time as one or two people had very bad feet. We went
through places like Crundale, Brook, Hinxhill, Willes
borough and other swedelike towns. Our feet know all
about them, but we don't !
At last we came to the Hythe Canal and here we
nearly lost two of our members who, in attempting to cross
the Canal in the raft which we had just built, overturned
and got a thorough soaking. The only thing they were
interested in was, however, whether they still had their
berets ! Luckily we found the umpires' boat, which we
quickly (and somewhat illegally) used, and set off again
to our R.V. with the helicopter.
The last lap went slightly quicker, as we had nearly
finished and we arrived at the R.V. at 0500 approximately,
and then proceeded to go to Hythe and do the night firing,
which went off quite well. As soon as we had finished we
got back to camp thoroughly tired but knowing that we
had achieved something.
J.H.
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"A"

COMPANY

(TO BE SUNG TO THE TUNE OF
W1DDICOOMBE FAIR)
Tom Pearce, Tom Pearce lend me your grey car
All along down along Piddle or Trent
For I be agoing to Bui Barrow for
Just to blow up the radar and help all the boffins
And wear out my boots on the way
And wear out my boots on the way.
We left from Moore Barracks and took to the road
All along down along Piddle or Trent
And right through Kent, Surrey and Hampshire we strode
Via Maidstone and Redhill and Guildford and Romsey
And Bournemouth and Poole at the end
And Bournemouth and Poole at the end.
The Royal Marines' camp was a sight to behold
All along down along Piddle or Trent
And L.Cpl. Boyd won a medal in gold
For waltzing around beds and through beds and on beds
But found his own kit in the end
But found his own kit in the end.
The first day of March Brown was spent on the seas
All along down along Piddle or Trent
Hopping along like amphibious fleas
With a lawnmower motor, two lilo's together
All steered by a Royal Marine
All steered by a Royal Marine.
We dressed and paraded and went to the quay
All along down along Piddle or Trent
And sat ourselves down in the Gemini's three
With a spare boat behind us to pick up the drowning
And help us in case we got wet
And help us in case we got wet.
We landed at Red ClifFe, the farm on the shore
All along down along Piddle or Trent
And Quilter and Hubbard said " Butlins paid more "
And we started out marching, and marching, and marching
A good twenty miles or more
A good twenty miles or more.
The road had no end and the sky shed no light
All along down along Piddle or Trent
The C.O. decided that gloworms were right
When they joined with " A " Company and blinded the
followers
And night vision went for a ball
And night vision went for a ball.
The masts came in sight and we made an attack
All along down along Piddle or Trent
Support Company's sentries were there and fired back
And the Trip Flares and Plastic and Bren guns and cursing
All helped it to go with a swing
All helped it to go with a swing.
And then we trudged on to our forest of rest
All along down along Piddle or Trent
And poor Flossie Metcalfe's feet gave up the test
And we brewed and we gonked and we staggered and
groaned
And we cursed our H.Q. back in Kent
And we cursed our H.Q. back in Kent.

But we cheered Dickie Byrd, now to' Civvy Street' gone
All along down along Piddle or Trent
" Mr. Universe " Stolton is now carrying on
With Gildea's prenuptials, Cpl.Hayley's bent wardrobe
And all that the stores job entails
And all that the stores job entails.
We watched our brave boxers Hart, Wellings and Co.
All along down along Piddle or Trent
Wish Davey Moore's chart would speed up man and so
End their suffering, and give them a chance to go home now
And get their feet into a bath
And get their feet into a bath.
But the next night came round, just the same as the first
All along down along Piddle or Trent
Mick Garrood and Old Moore could have done with a
hearse
But we made it to Lulworth, we made it to Lulworth
We got back to base in the end
We got back to base in the end.

" B " COY.
The last month has been highlighted by the Battalion
raiding exercise, in which platoons from the Rifle Companies
went gaily round the Kentish countryside terrorising police
men and blowing things up. " B " Company was repiesented
by two enemy agents, who waited for exhausted and muddy
platoons to limp up to them at dead of night, and who
then proceeded to lower already low morale by leading
them a further distance to a dank, dripping, and thoroughly
revolting wood in which they were to spend the rest of
the night (ha ! ha !) and following day. The enemy
agents were spirited back to camp, and so to bed. They
offer their thanks to Maj. Elgood, who's rum bottle was
a source of considerable comfort. Our other representa
tives left camp in a thoroughly furtive manner at midnight,
with a truck loaded with ammunition destined for the
brethren in the Companies, who then fired it at targets.
This was done in the dark, and a certain member was
rather abashed at being rather firmly spoken to on the
subject of Illuminating Flares. All representatives then
proceeded, exhausted, on a well earned 72hour pass.
On the 8th of the month a new draft of recruits was
torn from the bosom of Mother Depot. Ptes. Brownett and
Graham are cheered beyond measure to find that there
really are National Servicemen with a bit longer to do
than they have. The draft are being put through their
paces by Sgts. Dawson, Laming and Shields. These are
aided by Cpls. Haley and Free — who have left for the
Depot at the time of writing — aided and abetted by L.Cpls.
Haddon and Greenstreet.
They (the draft) had hardly unpacked their gear
before they had to pack it all up again and sally forth
on an exercise designed to test our capability for a quick
air move. The foreign land to which we moved proved
to be a part of Sussex — or to be more exact, Crowborough
— but its the thought that counts.
We should like to congratulate Pte. Tom Brown on
his appointment to L.Cpl. L.Cpl. Lunn's and Pte. Atkins'
days as members of H.M. Forces entitled to cheap rail
travel are now numbered, and despite dire prophesies from
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Pte. Brownett we shall be sorry to see them go. All
attempts to make them sign on, and thus gain 10 days'
free leave, have failed. We hope that we may see some
thing of them when perhaps they visit Folkestone in the
summer months, armed with their buckets and G1098
spades. They depart on the 7th of April. Pte. Atkins has
disappeared on leave, and L.Cpl. Lunn is chafing at the
bit to join him in that desirable state.
So, once again, the workers of the Battalion say fare
well for one more month of strife. Mens sana in copore
sano — but that does not apply to the workers of " B "
Company.

" C " COMPANY
Company H.Q.
Goals, goals and more goals — 21 goals to be exact —
that was the grand total scored by the Company team in
the InterCompany Football Competition recently held
in the Battalion. The path blazed by the Company was:
1. versus " A " Company, 2—2
replay, 7—1
2. versus H.Q., 4—1
3. versus S.P. 8—0.
During the preliminary rounds the games were played
in conditions that were far from ideal and with the damp
ness the field soon degenerated into one large skating rink
only instead of ice it was mud. Only with the greatest
difficulty could one distinguish between friend and foe.
What the Company team may have lacked in skill they
certainly made up for with keenness and stamina, four games
in two days may not be a record but the score in the
final game, which was against a comparatively fresh team,
takes some beating. The Company was represented by the
following: Cpl. Williams, Ptes. Hawkins, Adams, Maynard,
Maxwell, Parkin, Newman, Schooling, Pittman, Collins,
Smith, Hamman and Spice. The last two named received
injuries which prevented them from playing in the final.
Some can sing " It's a Long Way to Tipperary," but
without being in any way musically inclined, there must
be plenty of other places which could easily be substituted
for " Tipperary " and be more appropriate to the county
of Kent, for many have marched the highways and byways
in the past few weeks — such distant places as Heme Bay
and Dymchurch are no longer distant and are within the
reach of all.
Should any of our readers require an object lesson
in packing or removal then don't hesitate to contact us
here at Company H.Q., since we are becoming experts
at it. Ptes. Parkin and Arnold are the " putterins " and
"takecuts" and even our O.C. can be seen giving a hand
on occasions. Whilst on the subject of Company Com
manders, we must include his efforts on the hockey field
with those of the Company Sgt. Major.
Both take time
off to play and are willing to travel far afield, but the
results of these efforts and wanderings we never seem to
hear about. Why ?
In conclusion we have had many new arrivals to the
Company and wish them every success and hope their
stay will be a long and happy one.
7 Platoon
This month has seen quite a few changes made within
the Platoon. Owing to the small number of men in the
Company, there are now only two Platoons, and 9 Platoon

has been divided between 7 and 8 and somehow we seem
to have acquired all the Regular soldiers in the Company.
We have also got Sgt. Chitticks back again after many
months' absence. Mr. Coles has now become our new
Platoon commander, taking over from Mr. Clinch, who
left us to join " B " Company.
During the montn we have been doing more than
enough training, consisting mainly of day and night exer
cises galavanting around the Kentish countryside. These
exercises usually involve about 3540 miles' marching and
laying up during the day, during which time we have to
cook our own food and get in as much sleep as possible,
which is not very much because it's usually raining hard,
it always does on these occasions. We have only done a
couple of these exercises so far but everyone comes back
shattered, so we hope that there won't be too many more.
Last week we did a packing exercise called "Operation
Scarper 1," in which we were whisked off to the imaginary
country of Fripia, which turned out to be Crowborough.
We stayed here one night and the next day went for a
short walk through the Weald of Kent, passing through
Lamberhurst, Goudhurst, Cranbrook and Tenterden. We
eventually arrived back in camp late Friday afternoon in
time for a room inspection and into civvies for another
type of " Operation Scarper," which we have every Friday.
Cpl. Tom Woollard has just completed a two weeks'
course on water and sanitation at Aldershot and has now
rejoined the Platoon.
Ex " March Brown" is now
approaching us very rapidly and next week we shall be
going to Dorset for it. but more about that next month.
Bilko and Co.
8 & 9 Platoon
This month saw the disappearance of 9 Platoon, for
on the 22nd February the Company reorganised on a two
Platoon basis. Our Regular members joined 7 Platoon and
the " cream " of both Platoons united to form a new 8
Platoon. About this time we also lost some stalwart
members in Pte. Agius, who goes to be the Regimental
Sergeant Major's batman, and Pte. Jarvis, 60, who goes to
be batman to the G.O.C. at Dover. We welcome Pte
Cripps (exbatman) and Pte. Lynch (exSignals) to the
best Platoon.
As to activities, we wonder whether we will ever
stop marching. The number of roads in the area which
have not echoed with the sound of our boots must now
be very small. In any case we came third in the Battalion
interPlatoon exercise and have high hopes for March
Brown (emphasis on the March).

Primrose and
Len Dairies, Ltd
*
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" D " COMPANY
Company H.Q.
The main activities over the last month have been
directed towards exercise " March Brown." As these notes
are written, 10 Platoon have left as the first Platoon of
the Battalion to take part in the exercise itself. In the
Battalion raiding exercise, which was held as an inter
Platoon competition, we are pleased to report that 10
Platoon, although not living up to our highest expectations,
were judged to be first. Congratulations to 2/Lt. Barnes,
Sgi. Gordon and a small but highly efficient Platoon. The
prize for their effort was an enormous cake baked by the
cooks and a silver cup inscribed very suitably as the
Battalion road walking cup. We wish them similar success
on exercise " March Brown." 12 Platoon, too, did not
do too badly and finished four. They were a large Platoon
and to their credit every man finished the course. If they
can only increase their speed slightly they should do well
on " March Brown."
Arrivals
Maj. D. S. Scull from Hong Kong; 2/Lt. Dawson,
R.A.E.C., for a short attachment: Pte. Chamberlain from
the Officers' Mess.
Departures
Capt. K. Dodson on a Company Commanders' course
at the School of Infantry before joining 1 Buffs in B.A.O.R.;
Cpl. Free to the Depot as an instructor; Cpl. Pitchers to
Sp. Company as an antitank gunner.
Promotions
To corporal: L.Cpl. Free and L.Cpl. McLeod.
Disgrace
The Company football team were beaten 6—3 in the
semifinal of the Battalion competition by Sp. Company,
who subsequently lost 8—0 to " C " Company.

H.Q. COMPANY
The highlight of the month was the training exercise,
which took us to Crowborough in trucks representing
aeroplanes, and the march back through Lamberhurst,
Goudhurst, Cranbrook and Tenterden. There were few
in the Company who missed the march and our geography
has been improved to the extent that we now know that
Goudhurst stands at the top of a hill. The Drums played
through all the villages and an ancient citizen of Goudhurst
told the Company Commander " Nobody's done that since
the Gordons tried it in the First War."
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M.T. are beginning to think less of driving vehicles and
more of some good, clean, outdoor recreations.
"Spring is here, the grass has ris,
1 wonder where the MT is."
Such words may be heard from our sergeants as they
survey the deserted garage towards the end of the after
noon. But the desertion has been brought about by the
great deal of work that the MT has been called upon
to do recently.
The drivers, and indeed the whole of the M.T., put a
great deal of effort into the recent Battalion move to Crow
borough, when we found ourselves piloting " Comets,
Hastings and Beverley aircraft." Much can be said for
the fact that our airsea rescue team carried out their
duties so efficiently when one of the flights ' ditched.'
Despite the number of vehicles used on the exercise some of
the M.T. were horrified to find their names on the list
of those marching part of the way back. Needless to
say, they put up as good a show as the rest of the
Battalion and did their part in enticing new recruits into
the Queen's Own.
The Mekon Fans.

SUPPORT COMPANY
This month has seen Support Company travelling far
and wide on training. The AntiTank Platoon went to
Lulworth, in Dorset, on the 28th February, and spent two
days there firing their guns.
Meanwhile the rest of the Company moved to Stan
ford, in Norfolk, on the 29th February, and the AntiTank
Platoon joined us there on the 2nd March. The Stanford
training area includes some good field firing areas, on which
the Mcrtar and M.M.G. Platoons fired on several occasions.
Altogether we had some enjoyable training, and it is a
pity that there is no training area like Stanford nearer to
the Battalion.
On the 8th March the Company returned to Shorn
cliffe, and we had a very busy day on the 9th preparing
for " Exercise Scarper 1." This was an airloading exercise
in which the whole battalion packed up and moved out
of camp on the 10th March. We moved to a camp near
Crowborough, where we stayed overnight. The next day
we returned to camp, marching part of the way, through
Goudhurst, Lamberhurst and Cranbrook, and then in the
afternoon through Tenterden.

We are soon to lose Roger Stannard, Dave Rees and
George West from Company Headquarters. Let us hope
that their demob party does not cost as much for noises off
as the last one did.

Finally we provided the enemy and some of the umpires
for Exercise " March Brown." So once again part of the
Company went down to Dorset, to be engaged in nightly
battles against the Rifle Company Platoons.

We congratulate Doug Wright and Johnny Green on
their promotion to L.Cpl., and Jim Emmerson for respond
ing so well in such a short time to the order " You can
now consider yourself a typist."
Consumatum Est.

In the world of sport the Company reached the final
of the InterCompany Football Competition. However,
we lost to a strong team from " C " Company.

MT Section
All hail the powers that be for keeping this noble
scribe out of " nick " for another month.
Spring weather is here at last and the soldiers in the

We are pleased to welcome Lt. Smith to the Company
this month. He joined us from his Mortar course at Nether
havon just in time to come to Stanford with us, and to
put the Mortar Platoon through their paces. We also
welcome the new draft who have joined the Company, and
have now nearly all completed training with their Platoons.
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They have all been lucky to have had an early opportunity
to fire their weapons.
With regret we say goodbye to L.Cpl. Sutton and
Pte. Pett, who have left us for civilian life, and we send
them our best wishes. If they change their minds and
think of returning, we will be pleased to welcome them
back.

SERGEANTS7

MESS

Bert's back, Don's gone, Wally's waiting and Ron's
resting which means, W.O.II Bert King, B.E.M., is once
again a resident member of the Mess, having had it so good
for so long. C/Sgt. Uncle Don Skelding has now taken
over the duties of officer i/c. Pans frying, large with glass
doors, civilian employed, and can be seen most nights put
ting little fish in large batter and hot fat, while Mrs. Don
reads while she wraps. Sgt. Wally Woolgar is still waiting
for his girl friend to propose. Being leap year he feels
that he should not force the issue but allow his young lady
to dangle him a little longer.
Sgt. Ron Scrivens has gone on another period of leave.
The duties of A/C Q.M.S. was too much for him.
New faces in the mess this month include Sgt. Coles
on loan from "The BulTs," Sgt. Moodie on loan from
"The Royal Sussex," and Sgt. Willis on loan from Mrs
Willis. Congratulations Dan on your promotion. To
these three we say welcome, may your stay be long and
lubricating.
Congratulations also to Sgt. and Mrs. John Bryant on
the birth of their daughter. Isn't there some saying about
"New house, new child?" They have just moved again.
It was pleasing to see Mrs. Partridge in the Mess at
our last function. Now she is in quarters we hope to see
her here often. Welcome Mrs. P.
Sgts. Tom Silverside and Eric Anderson are the cause
of much discussion in the mess lately
Nightly they can
be seen creeping away from the Mess returning later
(much later) looking happy, contented and satisfied. When
Sgt. Jim Bona returned from his honeymoon he was be
sieged with questions from these two layabouts.  Can we
hear the sound of distant bells. Unfortunately, we are
losing Tom to civvy street next week. It will be a sad
blow to us, he is a very popular member and we shall miss
him. Good luck Tom, may your stay be short and your
return to us speedy.
It was very pleasant having some of the 1st Bn. mem
bers to the mess last week. They were only here a short
time, but we did manage to down a drink or two and ex
change yarns. To any member past or present who hap
pens to live locally or are accessible to the barracks we hold
a fortnightly social on Thursdays, the next being on 7th
April. You can work it out from there. All are most
welcome so fetch your good ladies for a night out.
Recently application was made to the War House for
the Issue of " The West Mailing Clasp " and the G.S. medal
to most of our members. The following is a short account
of the action:
At the turn of the moon one Sabbath morn the clan of
the Quog crept silently from camp, boarded their chariots
and winged their way to West Mailing woods to the hunting
ground of the tribal Bluecoats. Their intention to plunder,
pilfer and ravage, returning to camp with as much loot
as could be carried. Small raiding parties were formed
under such leaders as High Chief Tara, W.O. two, and many

other famous hunters. A Scottish warrior was elected to
lead the party.
The moon was high when the party halted their
chariots, dismounted and moved off in various directions to
take up positions around the objective to await the signal
to advance. Everything had been planned to the last detail
and phase two now went into operation. Along the
approach to the Bluecoat stronghold came Chief Tara,
dressed in the traditional dress of a Bluecoat and half drag
ging what appeared to be a young Bluecoat of unsavoury
appearance, who had obviously been partaking of the wines
of Bacchus. Closely following, but out of sight, came that
wellknown Bogman from the Emerald Isles and Pugnacious
Pete. Their object to gain access to the stronghold by guts
and skill. The watchdogs of the enemy were easily fooled
and the keeper of the cells was just about to allow them to
enter when the simultaneous attack from the other groups
made them hastily retreat. It was now every man for him
self, and with the aid of bang sticks, cry bombs and the
Bogman's cries of " Up the Rebels," the fort was stormed.
Skirmishes raged everywhere and within minutes the enemy
were in a state of pandemonium. The battle lasted but ten
minutes. Long enough for the destroying of strongholds,
the pilfering of weapons, the Tara to get a knock on the
noggin and his party to inspect the cell interiors. With
drawal was swift and efficient and the Quogs returned to
base leaving behind a trail of broken doors, bruised bodies
and severe reprimands.
Having read this document, how can the powers that
be refuse to grant the awards. With that in mind, I will
shoot off now and collect the clasps ready for issue.
Ugh.

WIVES'

GROUP

Our first Wives' Club meeting to be held since return
ing from Cyprus, was in the Sergeants' Mess, Moore
Barracks, Shorncliffe, on 8th March. We sincerely thank
R.S.M. A. G. Parker, M.B.E., and the W.O.s and sergeants
for allowing us to use their mess and also for the excellent
buffet which they provided. Those present were Mrs.
Parker, Mrs. Gordon, Mrs. Palmer, Mrs. Simpson, Mrs.
Winstanley, Mrs. Thompson, Mrs. Patterson, Mrs. Lock
year, Miss Lockyear, Mrs. Elgood, Mrs. Gwilliam, Mrs.
Hind, Mrs. Hope, Mrs. Tidy, Mrs. March, Mrs. Hoggart,
Mrs. Dodson, Mrs. Kill, Mrs. Cleaver, Mrs. Osborne, Mrs.
Goodwin, Mrs. Heyfron, Mrs. Chitticks, Mrs. Marshall,
Mrs. Mace, Mrs. Vine, Mrs. Blum, Mrs. Brown. Mrs.
Hurley, Mrs. Hunter, Mrs. Vale, Mrs. Shields, Mrs. Tarver.
After many pleasant reunions, Mrs. Gwilliam spoke
about S.S.A.F.A. activities in the Garrison and announced
that the proceeds of the next three raffles would be donated
to them as it is their 75th anniversary.
The new committee were elected as follows: —
Mrs. Marshall, treasurer; Mrs. Tidy, secretary; Mrs.
Simpson, member for W.O.s' and sergeants' wives; Mrs.
Stamp, member for corporals' and privates' wives.
For the raffle a knitting machine was donated by
Mrs. Gwilliam, which Mrs. Lockyear was very fortunate
to win. The proceeds from the draw were £2 3s.
It was decided for future meetings to acquire a sewing
machine so that dressmaking classes may be held, as this
seems to be quite a popular and profitable pastime.
This meeting was a great success and we hope it has
paved the way for a successful club in England.
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4th/5th BATTALION
EXERCISE " BLOODHOUND "
A N important event this month was the
Brigade patrolling exercise " Blood
hound " which took place on 6th and 7th
M February in an area between Lyminge and
SLuUVM Arpinge. A colourful account of this
appeared in the Kent and Sussex Courier, so
we feel we can't do better than reproduce
this. Our thanks are due to the Editors for
permission to do sc. We may add that we were pretty im
pressed with the performance of their reporter, Mr. John
Braddock, who spent most of the night as a member of
" C " Coy.'s long distance patrol, in order to get his story.
jjftk

if fl'

" The bookseller fell to the ground and fired into the
thicket. Another man, a fishmonger, crawled up beside
him in the darkness. They lay still for a while, then the
fishmonger whispered, " Wait for me here. I'm going for
ward to have a look. "
Such a scene could have come from " whodunnit " or
a story about poachers. But in fact, it is taken from life—
it happened during a recent Territorial Army manoeuvre.
This is a typical, and not unusual scene. Not so long
ago, when T.A. service was still regarded as an unwelcome
adjunct of the National Service regulations, a slightly
different, rather highlycoloured picture pervaded the vulgar
mind.

Lt.Col. Waring and Major Coath studying maps
during the Exercise "Bloodhound".
. . . . R u g g e r types gurgling back flagons of beer,
chaotic exercises, full of ludicrous blunders, committed by
the men who were only playing at soldiers. That was how
not a few of us saw it.
So when the " Courier " was invited to attend a large
night exercise staged by H.Q. 133 (Kent) Infantry Brigade
in the hills above Folkestone last weekend, to see for our
selves the new atmosphere in the T.A., we accepted with
something more than the usual interest.
Our expectations were certainly aroused when, at 6.30
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p.m. Saturday, we located Brigade H.Q. in a wood that
pulsed with hidden activity.
Here we met the Brigade Major, Maj. D. O'Morchoe,
from Pembury, and Maj. J. H. Brock, of the 4/5th Battalion
of The Queen's Own Royal West Kents, of Tonbridge.
Maj. Brock explained the exercise to us. He laid a
map in the glare of a hissing pressure lamp in the Officers'
Mess and pointed to a disused railway line.
That, he said, was an imaginary frontier. To the east,
there was a large number of troops.
Besides the Brigade H.Q. there were the 4th and 5th
Battalions of The Buffs; the 44 (H.C.) Infantry Division
Provost Coy. of the Royal Military Police, from Tunbridge
Wells; the 303 (Kent) Battalion of the Women's Royal
Army Corps from Tonbridge; two contingents of the Royal
Artillery; a Signal Regiment; two companies of the Royal
Army Service Corps; and a field ambulance unit of the
Royal Army Medical Corps.
To the west of the railway, explained Maj. Brock, was
the enemy—his own 4/5th Battalion of the Royal West
Kents from Tonbridge. And as the exercise was designed
to practice the junior leaders, it would be entirely con
cerned with infiltrating patrols and counter measures.
There was some time, however, before any action
would start. So we stumbled out into the darkness again,
passing as we went Brig. D. L. Darling, D.S.O., M.C.,
Brigade Commander, who was directing the exercise.
Once outside we were glad of the small direction lights
that had been strategically placed by the Military Police.
They gave a strange fairyland effect, even though military
vehicles loomed up around.
It was appropriate, then, that we should first visit the
police. And we discovered the Coy. Commander, Maj. J.
W. B. Reed, standing by a wireless truck. He has the
unusual distinction, for a Territorial, we learnt, of doing
the same job in his civilian life as he does in the military.
He was in the British Transport Commission's railway
police at Tunbridge Wells until three years ago when he
moved to Dover.
But for most people the T.A. is entirely different from
normal. R.S.M. P. Robbins, of Kirkdale Road, and
C.Q.M.S. O'Rourke, of St. James's Park, Tunbridge Wells
—although both have had considerable service in the Regu
lar Army—are now civil servants.
R.S.M. Robbins told us he had been with the unit for
ten years, and in this time he has noticed a great change
now that the National Service element has gone.
" The number of volunteers have increased consider
ably, " he said.
But who are these volunteers? They seemed to be
mainly drawn either from the exregulars, like L/Cpl. S. J.
DaleClarke, who first joined up in 1930 with the Royal
Tank Corps, and who now works in a spectacle factory in
High Brooms, or from younger men like Pte. R. Betts, aged
19, of Goudhurst, who think they might miss something if
they have no military training at all.
Pte. Betts was with The Buffs, and we had to go about
three miles to their headquarters, where Lt. P. Browne, a
farmer at Ashford, took us on to the platoon's position.
It was now about 9 p.m., and an attack was expected.
A dim figure emerged from the blackness of the hedge
row and stopped the vehicle. A few words were muttered.
We had to get out. Then the figure—who turned out to
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be the platoon commander. Lt. J. E. Hardy, of Canterbury
led us to a tent in the bushes where he had been briefing
his men.
And it was here that we also found Cpl. D. L. Sturner
and Ptes. H. F. London and J. V. Hall, all of Cranbrook,
and we asked them why they were spending their Saturday
night in such a spartan way.
" Because it is something to do . . . it's a hobby which
is paid well . . . you meet a lot of the ' boys . . . " They
seemed to consider the question almost unnecessary, and
looked surprised.
Did their wives mind being left at home?
"They're glad of the bit of peace! " came a laughing
reply.
As we were returning from this position a searchlight
fingered the sky tentatively. It went out. Then three
suddenly came on. splashing the base of the clouds with
broad streams of light that was reflected down over the
countryside in a blue almost phosphorescent hue.

Green. And one by one Ptes. Wing, A. Kemp, P. Kemp,
Reavely, Nash and Ashdown came forward and had their
faces smeared with burnt cork.
The effect was dramatic, suddenly, incredibly, they
were transformed from just civilians in uniform to a life
like fighting patrol.
As we moved off through the darkness, it was almost
impossible to see the man immediately in front.
We were dropped in a lane. The last cigarette was
put out, the last excited chatter thinned to a whisper. Then
all was silent as we padded quietly down the side of the
lane in single file.
The first obstacle, strange as it may seem, was a drunk.
We had to come to a main road which was illuminated at
the Tjunction by a street lamp. And we saw the drunk
lurching up towards us, bowlegged and grotesque with his
shadow licking out before him.
The patrol hugged the bank—it was important not to
be seen—and waited with apprehension as the figure
slowly, relentlessly approached.
" Heis going to sober up pretty soon," somebody
murmured. But suddenly the drunk disappeared, lurch
ing into a side entrance only a few yards from us. The
road was clear.
The disused railway line was reached and we climbed
down on to it. Making our way for about a quarter of a
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It was after 10 p.m. when we reached the enemy's lines
and found the 4/5th Bn. of the Royal West Kents absorbed
in stealthy bustle. Patrols were quietly leaving and re
turning, to report at the command vehicle where Lt.Col.
A. R. H. Waring and Maj. Tom Coath were coordinating
information and building up an accurate picture on a map
of the positions of the opposite forces.
This was done with the maximum of efficiency
through each patrol leaving and returning at a specified
time.
The next patrol going out, in fact, was one from " D "
Coy. So we joined in.
We found the patrol leader, Lt. S. Finnis, distributing
the blank ammunition and going over the last checks.
" Make sure you have nothing on you which rattles—
money, keys, boxes of matches," he said. A matchbox
was stuffed with wadding.
" Come and have your faces blacked, " shouted Sgt.
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mile along the cutting where our silence was shattered by
the loose gravel that seemed to shriek at each step.
But finally we left it and moved over a wide expanse
of ploughland that swept away before us, up towards the
position of the objective.
It was then that we suddenly had the impression that
this was the real thing, and not just an exercise. Perhaps
it was the caution; or lying in the ploughed fields feeling
at first the damp, then the cold seeping through the body:
or the macabre sight of a dead sheep; or the sudden fright
when a flock of pigeons broke through some branches.
So we were sufficiently keyed up not to mind the slight
rain or the cutting north wind, although we had to wait
some time before the exact position of the enemy was
located.
Then we went into the attack.
We stormed in, firing, running, firing again. The
night was loud with reports and shouting. Orange flashes
showed through the bushes.
Quickly the position was overrun, and the patrol was
withdrawing again into the darkness.
An umpire who had accompanied us, Maj. John
Large, said that the attack was threequarters successful—
there were casualties on both sides. But we all went back.

First

Aid

Competition

This took place at Southborough on Sunday, 21st
February. Results: —
1st—H.Q. Coy., Capt. M. V. Nyren, W.O.II K. G.
Passey, C/Sgt. S. Mew, Pte. Brockington and Pte. D.
Kemp, 355 marks; 2nd—" C" Coy., 336 marks; 3rd—
" B " Coy., 329 marks; 4th—" D " Coy., 317 marks; 5th—
Sp. Coy., 296 marks; 6th—" A " Coy., 269 marks.
We will give some account of this event next month.
Civilian Staff

There have been a good many changes at this H.Q.
recently, so we feel that it might be helpful to give readers
a " Who's Who. " Without any really conscious effort in
this direction we have almost achieved the remarkable
distinction of having an all volunteer civilian staff.
Orderly Room—Mr. Jack Breaden, M.B.E., Chief
Clerk, Orderly Room Quartermaster Sergeant. Mr. Pat
Newman, Pay Clerk, Cpl. Royal Marines Forces' Volun
teer Reserve. Mr. Doughy Baker, Records Clerk, C.S.M
H.Q. 133 Inf. Bde.
Q.M. Staff—Mr. Bill Locke, Q.M.'s Clerk, Sgt. extra
ordinary. Mr. Peter Locke, Q.M.'s Storeman, Cpl. Q.M.'s
staff.
M.T.—Mr. Cyril Cheseman, Vehicle Mechanic,
W.O.II, R.E.M.E. H.Q., 133 Inf. Bde., Lad. Mr. Jim
Parris, M.T. Storeman, not yet persuaded to join the T.A.
Mr. Mick Green, Driver, R.E.M.E. H.Q., 133 Inf. Bde.,
Lad. Mr. Gordon Sceal, Driver, M.T. Sgt.

NEWS FROM COMPANIES
" A " COMPANY—UNION STREET,

MAIDSTONE

During the weekend, 6th7th February, the Company
participated in a Brigade patrolling exercise, " Blood
hound " by name, which was held in the area of Lyminge,
near Hythe. The night was cold and dark, but it was dry
a blessing greatly appreciated by those who also attended
our earlier and wetter Battalion patrolling exercise.

Sgt. Wake and Pte. Hicken of Support Company.
And as we went back we heard heavy firing away to
the north. We later learned it was the successful attack on
the 4th Buffs' H.Q. which was led by Lt. John Cyster.
It was 3 a.m. before we finally reached our lines and
could discuss the operation over the inevitable cigarette
and mug of tea.
And it was 4 a.m. before the exercise had quietened
down sufficiently for most of the men to have a few hours
sleep.
So we stole away. We later learnt from Brig. Darling,
in his summingup, that the exercise had been a great
success; the information gathered by the Royal West Kents
was pretty accurate; the command of the junior officers
and N.C.O.'s was good; and the wireless communication
satisfactory.

" A" Coy. provided two patrols against 5th Buffs.
One, a recce patrol consisting of Capt. K. Watson and
C.S.M. Postie " Hughes found their objective but bumped
into the enemy on their return. The patrol rapidly dis
persed (according to plan?) but the gallant Captain found
himself in the almost affectionate embrace of a young
" Buffs" private who was most gratified with such an
illustrious prisoner.
The second patrol was a fighting patrol which, led by
the Coy. Commander, moved on compass bearings to the
Bn. Headquarters of 5th Buffs, some 2\ miles to 3 miles
behind the F.D.L.s. Having quietly captured a sentry at
the back gate the patrol crept into a wood where tents and
vehicles could be seen. Alas, however, for the " best laid
plans of mice and men, " the prisoner gave his guard the
slip (why is Cpl. Mansfield blushing) and dashed heroically
into the camp, spreading alarm and confusion at the top of
his voice. He might very well have rocketed right through
the camp if he had not come into violent contact with the
Coy. Commander, thereby causing both to measure their
wheezing, panting lengths on the ground. The attack,
however, went in and succeeded in upsetting " B " echelon
and capturing the Quartermaster's supply map. The
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patrol then withdrew to its R.V. from which, at the kindly
suggestion of the Umpire it moved off for another go at
the Buffs. The second approach was from the front but
the Buffs were very much on the alert and the attack did
not effect the damage intended. The return journey was
uneventful except that the patrol missed its transport at
the dispersal point and was forced to hobble a further 3 to
4 miles to the base area—and very nearly missed breakfast.
A driving cadre has started for those members of the
Company who have not yet qualified for their elusive
" pink slip." Sunday, 28th February, saw two vehicles
proceeding through the (happily) deserted streets of Maid
stone in a series of backshattering jerks. Instruction is
being given by 507 Coy., R.A.S.C./T.A.—the only condi
tion being that we use our own vehicles. This seems to
be an astute move on their part, as one of our own vehicles
returned minus handbrake and starter. The Cadre is now
taking an enforced rest until after the Admin.! as the
P.S.I, refuses to jeopardise his military career by allowing
his beloved truck to be illtreated by mere amateurs.
The least said about the First Aid Competition the
better. Suffice it to say that our team, although beaten
into sixth place this year, will live to fight another year.
Our recruiting campaign in this area has begun with
a leaflet attack on the Ringlestone Estate. A thousand
" Men Only " leaflets were inserted in the letter boxes on
this estate, despite the efforts of a thousand dogs which
sought to thwart our efforts. Special mention must be
made of Mr. Sutton's devotion to duty in engaging a large
Alsatian in mortal combat and succeeding in depositing his
literature on the doorstep of the offending household.
No response has been received yet, but we hope that
the young men of Ringlestone will soon avail themselves
of this priceless opportunity.

they would not have been observed even had they advanced
closer to their objective.
We now appreciate more fully the value of the com
pass (and a person who can read it) and the other lessons
learnt were discussed on the following Tuesday.
Congratulations to our first aid team which came
third in the Bn. Competition, Cpl. Hawkes only just being
beaten in the individual competition. Rumour has it that
Mr. Burrell was considered the most knowledgeable in this
sphere among the officers—this we somehow doubt! The
team consisted of Cpl. Hawkes (leader), Mr. Burrell, C/Sgt.
Amber, Sgt. Webster, and Ptes. Clifton and Reed.
Regretting the Darts Team was beaten in the quarter
finals by 458 L.A.A. Workshops, R.E.M.E. Congratula
tions to " C" Coy. on reaching the semifinal, we wish
them the best of luck.
We welcome Pte. Bolch who transferred from " C "
Coy., and Pte. Shaw who was recently with the 1st Bn.
In future the 1st Thursday in every month will be film
night, the programme will consist of one training film and
one of general interest such as we are hoping to obtain
from Fords.
" C " C O M P A N Y — ARGYLE

ROAD, SEVENOAKS

First Aid, Light Rescue, Weapon Training, Prepara
tion for Admin. Inspection and Recruiting have occupied
the Company's time this month. The Company First Aid
and Rescue Team, composed of Sgt Palmer (Leader), with
W.O.II H. lones, Capt. Stacey, Cpl. Chapman and L/Cpl.
Sands, with Pte Ansell as reserve, did much training and

With the musketry season almost upon us, the Com
pany were very fortunate in receiving the cooperation of
the Depot on Sunday, 7th February. Their 25 yard
range was used to very great effect, and from the results,
it seems that we shall have an effective team to compete
for Battalion honours this year.

" B " COMPANY —ANGLESEA ROAD
ST. MARY CRAY

The event of the month was undoubtedly Ex Blood
hound which was held on the weekend, 5th/6th February.
This was without doubt one of the most enjoyable and in
structive exercises held for some time, the weather, of
course, making a very great difference. The Company
sent out four patrols during the night most of which were
successful. Capt. Clemence led the fighting patrol which
consisted of the majority of the Company attending the
weekend, and for some this was their first taste of patrol
ling and compass work. On the outward journey we
were surprised early on by an enemy section but managed
to extricate ourselves and continue the patrol. Shortly
afterwards some doubt arose as to our exact position, after
a whispered conference we proceeded in a different direc
tion and finally located the enemy, a brief skirmish ensued
and the umpires finally decided in our favour. The return
journey was uneventful and we returned to Camp to be
welcomed with breakfast and a well deserved tot of rum.
One recce patrol was severely restricted by the " Arti
ficial Moonlight. " but later learned that in all probability
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well earned their second placing in the Battalion competi
tion. Since winning the competition four years ago this
is the third time we have been second to the H.Q. Coy.
experts, whom we congratulate. In addition to the team,
most other members of the Company received valuable
instruction in First Aid and Rescue and we are now, at
the beginning of March brushing up our Light Rescue in
preparation for Ex " Murphy Revisited " at Epsom at the
beginning of April. So far Capt. Stacey has dropped no
one from the Drill Hall rafters—but there is always hope.
It is odd how often Pte. Chipperfield is detailed to act as
the stooge when a patient is required, but so far he has
only been dragged backwards downstairs about six times.
He has yet to make his own chair knot and descend from
the roof on his own lashings. The local Civil Defence
section have very kindly loaned us some of their equip
ment for training—but they make us sign for it.
Other Sunday training has been incorporated with two
days out training on street corners and estate greens—one
at Westerham and the other at Brasted and Sundridge.
Following upon weekday housetohouse canvassing in
these areas, when we also warned the local people that we
would be about the following Sunday, we carried out R.T.
and Weapon Training within sight and hearing of their
homes. Apart from the value of the excellent handouts,
we have made little progress with recruiting. Most young
fellows seem either to spend the Sabbath morning in bed
or on the local soccer pitches. In future we will try to
invade their home localities on Saturday afternoons and
evenings.
We congratulate Cpl. Chapman and L/Cpl. Sands
upon their recent well deserved promotion and others upon
their Star classification upgradings. After P.E. tests at
Annual Camp more may be upgraded when they have
passed their trials by ordeal.

"D

COMPANY —PARISH LANE, PENGE

The local papers have fully dealt with the Brigade
scheme, Exercise Bloodhound. All those members of this
Company who attended enjoyed it, but the only clear
memories at this late stage are of the C/Sgts'. all night tea
bar, and the Coy. Commanders' sore feet. However, we
assume that they are now making a healthy recovery.
The Officers and Sergeants of our Royal Artillery
neighbours at Bromley invited the Officers and Sergeants
of the Company to their Annual Ball. Several of us
accepted and had a thoroughly enjoyable evening well up
to the standard we have come to expect when entertained
by the Gunners.
The Battalion First Aid Competition was another of
the events of the last month worth recording, not alto
gether due to the high standard of medical knowledge and
skill that was displayed. In fact the team leader arrived
at the oral part of the competition in the prone position,
thanks to the highly polished Marley tiles in the examina
tion room. This gave him such a shock that he immedi
ately followed it by explaining to the M.O. that the elbow
bone's connected to the shin bone, which is in itself con
nected to the ankle, which is itself connected to the fingers.
Fortunately no one asked for a drawing of the resulting
" human. " After this very shaky start and in spite of the
team captain, we managed to extricate the casualty satis
factorily for which we received a very polite if not strictly
warranted commendation from the C.D. representatives
who were invigilating.
Apart from these highlights at weekends, we have

Rangetime has come upon us and we are preparing
for Milton Range on 13th March.
Recent recruits whom we welcome to the Company are
Ptes. March, Miles and Bristow.
Presentation to Mr. and Mrs. D. Baker. After some
twentyseven years with the Regiment, W.O.II D. Baker
retired at the end of February. Joining the Company in
November, 1957, for his second tour with the Battalion we
quickly learned his immense value. He has never minded
extra work for the Company—in fact he has usually found
it for himself and his great experience in military matters,
coupled with his natural kindness has endeared him to us
all at Sevenoaks. He has been a great help to everyone,
from the Coy. Commander to the newest recruit and
although he has left as P.S.I, we are glad that Mrs. Baker
is staying on as K.T.A.'s representative at the T.A. Centre
and Mr. Baker will be on the civilian staff at B.H.Q.
At a club meeting on Thursday, 25th February, Mr. &
Mrs. Baker were presented with an oak framed barometer
and Mrs. Baker with a spray of spring flowers and a box
of chocolates, subscribed for by members of the Company
and presented on their behalf by the Coy. Commander.
In his reply, Mr. Baker thanked the Company for their
presentation and for their service and help during his tour.
He would always be handy to help out and he looked for
ward to many more years of association with the Com
pany. After Mr. and Mrs. Baker's health was toasted a
buffet was enjoyed.

Always choose the best—

FREMUNS
'ELEPHANT'

ALES
FREMUNS LTD - MAIDSTONE & LONDON
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maintained steady progress with evening training and
driving instruction. We are also pleased to report that to
the three recruits having signed on this year so far we have
four others completing documentation whom we hope will
have been taken on strength before the next issue.
C.S.M. Grenadier Buck has now returned to us, bulled
to the nines and not quite as stiff as he was a fortnight ago
on his return from a drill course at Pirbright.

SUPPORT COMPANY —SPELDHURST
SOUTHBOROUGH

ROAD

The big event of the month was the Battalion First
Aid Competition.
We have found that normally when the Company is
asked to volunteer they come forward with a rush except
so it seems if they are asked to do first aid. Whenever
this happens one is confronted by a cloud of dust and the
posteriors of wellknown members of the Company depart
ing through every available exit.
So impressed are we by this phenomenon that we
suggest it is adopted by Governments when their Armies
cause trouble.
If General De Gaulle had asked his troops in Algeria
to volunteer for a first aid competition we are sure his re
cent troubles would have been overcome more quickly.
They would have probably rushed off to do his bidding
muttering, " Place your field dressing where you like Mon
General, but Jacques is alright."
Capt. Ogilvie is still wondering how he managed to be
in the team as he was in Birmingham when volunteers
were called for.
We know there is a saying that one volunteer is better
than two pressed men, but we decided that in our case it
should be four pressed men are better than no men at all.
This in mind C/Sgt. Jenner, L/Cpl. Clarke and Ptes.
Hicken and Stears were persuaded that it was the wisest
thing to do.
The test consisted of light rescue (an unfortunate
description as it proved!) and an oral first aid competition.
Our team leader carrying out a recce of the blitzed build
ing was unable to find the body and in desperation asked
the Chief Judge, who happened to be a little white about
the gills, whether he was the casualty. The Judge turned
to his colleague and was heard to say, " we have a right
lot here and no mistake!
Thankfully the Regiment's honour was redeemed by
the other four companies that followed us. We say four
as to our surprise there was one Company even worse than
us.
The competition was exceedingly interesting and well
run and it was a pleasant change to be told of the mistakes
that were made as so often one is left in doubt as to where
one went wrong.
There is very little else to report this month as train
ing has been concentrated on drill and Platoon weapons.
Our increased numbers now allow us to train a section of
each Platoon every Tuesday night. We do not think this
has been done since the war in our Company as our
strength was usually so small.
We would like to welcome our new P.S.I., C.S.M.

Warren who has now taken over from C.S.M. Fox. Wc
take this opportunity of wishing him an enjoyable time
with us and hope that he will find that we are not quite
as mad as we appear.
The big event of March is an inspection by the Bde.
Comd. when he will visit the Company during the day
and come and see training in the evening.

HEADQUARTER

COMPANY — AVEBURY

AVENUE

TONBRIDGE

We welcome two new recruits to the Company
—Ptes. Johnson and Stevens. We're hoping ihat
Johnson will bring all his friends from the radio and TV
fitting business in to see us before long—we need them
badly in the Signals Platoon which is still not of a strength
sufficient to make it really effective. This deficiency was
very much in evidence on Exercise " Bloodhound." a
night patrolling exercise against the 4th and 5th Battalions
of The BuiTs held near Lyminge on 6th/7th February,
when we had only three signallers operative. What about
some of you 1st Battalion signallers coming along when
your National Service is over? It's good money you
know!
" Dead easy," said Sgt. Constable, jumping down
from the 1tonner as nonchalantly as a man with ten years"
hard driving behind him. " What do you mean—did I
pass!!?" Several other members of the Company were
on the point of offering him very sound advice on what to
do with his L plates but were interrupted by the roar of a
motorcycle. Pte. Meacham had just passed his test that
sunny Sunday morning and was expressing his joy in the
fact that Spring was coming and that he could now at last
take a " passenger " on his motor scooter without breaking
the law.
Two .22 shooting matches were held in February, both
being lost against strong teams. The first was on 4th
February against the Home Guard. C.S.M. Carver was
top scorer for H.Q. Coy., with 66 points out of a possible
70. The second match was against Tonbridge School a
week later with Pte. Bailey top scorer for the Company.
Congratulations to the Company team on winning the
Battalion interCompany first aid and light rescue competi
tion again at Southborough, on 21st February. C/Sgt.
Mew was at his best with a female casualty to attend to
and most ably led the team to a fairly comfortable victory.
The team was Capt. Nyren, C.S.M. Passey, C/Sgt. Mew,
Ptes. Kemp and Brockington.
Sgt. Sales was unable to take part due to the restricted
rank structure of the teams but turned out as a reserve and
was promptly caught by the R.S.M. for a " little job " (this
entailed called out "Where is ' D' Coy.?" at frequent
intervals for most of the morning). But he's only himself
to blame—he ought to know by now that it's just as im
portant in the T.A. as in the Regular Army never to be seen
by the Adjutant or R.S.M. without a millboard clasped
firmly in the left hand.
Warmest congratulations and good wishes to Cpl. and
Mrs. Adams on the birth of a daughter in February.
We are delighted to hear that mother and daughter are
both doing well.
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the rate of one or two a week, we are very grateful for the
assistance we have been given by the First Battalion.
Maj. Abplanalp is back with us once more, fully
recovered, and sun tanned from Swiss Alps.

DEPOT
T is unusual for the Depot to be able to boast a successful
operational Exercise, yet this month it happened. A
night raid was held against R.A.F. West Mailing on 27th
March at threethirty a.m. We are grateful to 4/5 R.W.K.
for cooperating so splendidly with us in this raid and to
Maj. Denis Campbell, who is attached to the Depot from
1 R.W.K., for leading it and for putting in many hours of
work in order to ensure its success. An account of the raid
appears below.
The other great achievement by a member of the Depot
is the winning of the Light Welter Weight Army Boxing
Final by Cpl. O'Connell. During the month he boxed in
the qualifying rounds at Bicester, in Oxford, and beat the
reigning champion. For the finals
at Aldershot, Cpl.
O'Connell fought a very tough opponent—L/Cpl. Carter.
R.A.S.C. Carter, who began by flailing methods, nearly
upset O'Connell in the first round. Gradually, however.
Cpl. O'Connell matched his opponent's tough close fighting
with hard, accurate punches and scored many points. The
bout had an unfortunate ending, for with O'Connell ahead
on points, Carter was disqualified for using his head. A
good representation of Officers. N.C.O.'s and men from the
Depot went to Aldershot to see Cpl. O'Connell become
Army Champion. Maj. Archer and Capt. Clark joined the
Depot supporters to cheer their Regimental representative,
who next boxes in the I.S.B.A. Championships. We wish
him the very best of luck in his bouts and we are sure he
will do well even against the stilfer competition he will
encounter.
The month has otherwise been industrious but without
crisis or large ceremony. On the 17th over a hundred
recruits joined for training. The Depot has probably never
been so full nor so busy as now since the war. There are
two intakes, both of well over 100 recruits, training con
currently.

We have also welcomed to the Depot on first appoint
ment 2/Lts. Kershaw and Martindale. From. I R.W.K.
we welcome Cpls. Free and Haley, from Depot, The Bull's,
Sgt. Coles and Cpls. Mula and Wright, who have come to
assist with training.
Sgt. Bona is still with us and has not gone to I R.W.K.
as reported in our last notes. Cpl. Burling and Ptes.
Garbutt and Hallasey (A.C.C.) have departed to civilian
life. We are grateful to them for the valuable work they
have put in at the Cookhouse.
Sgt. Quinn is training recruits here with great
enthusiasm and is attached to us from Home Counties
Brigade.
The following are congratulated on their promotion:
Cpl. Willis to Local Sergeant.
L/Cpl. Evans to Corporal.
L/Cpl. Jones to Corporal.
L/Cpl. Vale to Corporal.
L/Cpl. Manktelow (A.C.C.) to Local Corporal.
Pte. Macaire to Local LanceCorporal.
Footnote:
C.S.M. King reports that No. 1 dress for recruiters has
its disadvantages. Sometimes he is mistaken for a police
man. Recently, however, on visiting the house of a poten
tial recruit, the lady of the house handed him a subscription
for the Salvation Army ! On return to the Depot he was

Tel.: REGENT 5915

J B. JOHNSTONE
fllMlitan? anft jflftufti "Sailor
anb Breecbes ZlDaker * «

35 SACKVILLE ST., LONDON

On the 1st of March, 2/Lt. Bateman and C.S.M. King
visited our boys at the Infantry Junior Leaders' Regiment.
Plymouth. They were most impressed with all they saw.
The five Queen's Own boys are all bright lads and looking
forward to joining the Regiment. They are all set to be
five future R.S.M.s ! They were each presented with a
Regimental tie as a goodwill gesture from the Depot.
On the same day Sgt. Jackson disappeared for the day
on a course on the new rates of pay. Apart from being
dissatisfied with the lack of R.A.P.C. wage differential, he
is a happy man ! He is already a master of the new pay
code, which he delights in explaining to subalterns taking
pay parade.
The hectic season of School Army Proficiency Boards
is with us again. As these boards have been coming up at
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promptly reprimanded for not taking the money and putting
it into the recruiting funds !
NIGHT RAID ON R.A.F. WEST MALLING
Unusual goings on (for the Depot) could be observed
one weekend night recently. From the Drill Square (of all
places!) came the sound of wireless sets being netted,
vehicles being checked over, and groups of men in civilian
clothes being quietly briefed. For on this night the Depot,
very ably assisted by M.T. and Signals from the 4/5th Bn.
raided West Mailing R.A.F. Station to seize weapons. This
was in response to a request by the R.A.F. to test their
security against a certain terrorist organisation.
In all fairness it must be admitted that our raiding
force was more powerful than anything the ' certain
organisation ' seems likely to produce. On the other hand
West Mailing had been fully alerted and its defenders were
expecting the raid that night. This made a difference, but
did not help them much in the long run. Various bluffs
tried by raiders disguised as R.A.F. officers cut no ice,
under the circumstances, but the direction, methods and
suddenness of the various coordinated attacks, plus little
gimmicks such as diversions and dannert wire locking the
routes by which help could have reached the armoury
guards (none did) seemed to paralyse the defence.
Admittedly most of one diversion party were ' put in the
bag' by the numerous prisoners they had overpowered,
but dark tales were told of this being due to umpire collu
sion (all the umpires were R.A.F.). Next time we must
really cosh or bind our prisoners.
The armoury we could have looted at leisure, being
in no way pressed by the enemy. However, we merely
took four rifles (and a fifth from the guardroom), as the
inner room which had contained the arms had been cleared
a few days before the raid, and the snatch party broke in
to find it empty. The arms were in a nearby room, but
Maj. Campbell felt that we had done enough barrack dam
ages to prove our point.
The noise and blinding clouds of thunderflash smoke
inside the building prevented a clear estimate of the damage
(we believe that most of the glass crunching underfoot
was from unfortunately placed milk bottles !). There was,
of course, the alarm klaxon which, after one short croak,
was silenced by Sgt. Silverside with a 7 lb. hammer.
Amongst a wealth of vivid incidents, one stands out:
Sgt. ' Paddy' Quinn, dressed as a civilian thug, advancing
upon the whitefaced and quavering duty officer, shouting
" Up the Rebels " — and in Irish at that !
Not the least of the surprises to the defenders that
night was the slick withdrawal, carried out in the 4th/5th
Battalion vehicles, which sped in out of the darkness, sum
moned by Sgt. Sales' wireless, and whipped us away across
the airfield and down an escape route which our opponents
seemed to have ignored as being impracticable for vehicles.

Readers aro reminded that we can supply copies of
"The Q.O.G." to their relatives for the modest sum of
Five Shillings, post free.
Ask your Company Commander to make the neces
sary arrangements.

TRAINING COMPANY
Events this month have been very few in Training
Coy., but just for the record here they are:—
Yet another large intake arrived on 17th March,
numbering 90. As the following week went by this number
was increased to 100 by regular recruits.
Congratulations to L.Cpl. Macaire on his promotion.
He is helping out in Training Coy. as a Training N.C.O.
until he goes to W.O.S.B.
Other new arrivals on the training staff are Cpls. Free
and Haylsy from the 1st Bn., Sgt. Coles and L.Cpls.
Wright and Mula from the Bulfs. We hope they enjoy
their stay at the Depot..
During the early hours of 27th March the Depot
staged an attack on West Mailing R.A.F. Station bringing
back with them many souvenirs. They were assisted by
the 4/5th Bn. and also by loads of blank ammo and
thunderflashes.
Officers and men were creeping around disguised as
"Brylcream Boys," and trying to talk their way into strategic
points all over the camp.
We understand the R.S.M.
talked his way into the Guardroom and couldn't get out
again.
This month also saw the return of Major V. C.
Abplanalp, now full of zeal after his Continental vacation
and glad to be back at his desk. Major Pip Campbell who
has been commanding the Coy. since the beginning of
January will now soon be departing to enjoy a period of
well earned leave.
Another event which has been welcomed at the Depot
is the introduction of a five day week.
Hearty congratulations to Cpl. O'Connell on becoming
the Army LightWelterweight Champion. This very fine
achievement took place at Aldershot on 25th March.
Linton Hospital sent their usual free invitations to the
Cpls.' Mess. Because it was Cpl. Morris's 21st birthday
parly there were a record number of volunteers.
Three car loads left for the dance (i.e. 10 men), but
only with six tickets and despite the fact that they were
on their best behaviour, the attack was repelled and the
N.C.Os. had to retire in disorder to form new drinking
plans.
There being nothing further to report we will close
our notes for another month.
"The Beehive."
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Home Counties Brigade

of the 1st Battalion Queen's Royal Surrey Regiment. Since
amalgamation on October 14th, 1959 the Battalion has won
the following trophies :—

Home Counties Brigade News Letter No. 6

Eastern Command InterUnit Boxing Trophy

TUST over four months have gone by
" since sufficient inspiration of the
JWfm
right kind last came to the Brigade
Colonel, resulting in News Letter No. 5.
Although the Muse is not actually sitting
a t his elbow at this moment the time has
obviously come when pen must once again
be put to paper for another roundup of
news from the Regiments and from Canterbury.

Eastern Command InterUnit Cross Country Cup

The big events, of course, are only just behind us. It
may be, therefore, that the readers of this Letter (always
assuming that there are any) will excuse a word or two
about 31st March/lst April now, though out of strict
chronological sequence.

Norfolk and District Basketball Cup.

The end of a longestablished unit, and particularly
when that unit is a Regimental Depot, is always an occasion
for regret and a certain sadness. In this instance the closure
of the Royal Sussex Depot Chichester brought to an end
a long association with that City and many will view with
reluctance the prospect of no longer being able to play
cricket on " The Green." For the Queen's Surreys at Canter
bury the end was perhaps not quite so hard to bear ; they
had been resident here for under a year, in a county not
their own, and their particular regrets had undoubtedly
found expression when their associations with Guildford
and Kingston were compulsorily severed last year.
In the place of those two, as everyone in the Brigade
knows, has arisen the Brigade Depot at Canterbury. Enough
has already been said about the Permanent Staff for it to
be unnecessary in this Letter to say more than to report the
arrival of the great majority of them ; and by the time this
appears in some Journals everyone will be in position. As
the Brigade Colonel said in his opening address to them on
1st April : It is somewhat unusual nowadays, and therefore
all the more satisfying, to be associated with an establish
ment which is new and growing up when so many
establishments are dying or running down.
It was most pleasing to see how many Battalions and
Depots were thinking of us on 1st April. Although all the
numerous greetings telegrams received were answered at the
time the Brigade Colonel would like to express through these
columns, his appreciation and thanks to all those who sent
such kindly messages.
In the same way as so many of us are now wearing the
Brigade tie or our cars the Brigade badge, so the setting up
of an establishment staffed by representatives from all Regi
ments in the Brigade helps to foster and widen the Brigade
spirit, making all concerned realise that, within the family
of Regiments, we all belong to a new and worthwhile club.
That spirit will be even further developed in the future as the
representation of Regiments at Canterbury, due to the clos
ing of other Regimental Depots, evens itself out ; and by
the interchange, certainly for T.A. Units, of Officers and
PSI's. This is already happening and in all cases is going
happily and well.
That the only amalgamation to take place so far within
the Brigade — that of the Queen's and East Surrey's — is
proving a great success is evidenced by the sporting successes
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Eastern Command InterUnit Basketball Runnersup Cup
East Anglian District Hockey Shield
East Anglian District Boxing Cup
East Anglian District Cross Country Cup
East Anglian District Safe Driving Shield
East Anglian District Basketball Shield
Surely a happy augury for the Regiment's future ?
And at the Depot, Lieut. Anderson has been playing
hockey for Eastern Command and, on one occasion, for the
Army.
Other names and successes, in a variety of fields,
recorded since the last News Letter and which cannot go
unrecorded, include the following :—
BUFFS.— Cpl. Keenan represented B.A.O.R. v. R.A.F.
(Germany) at Basketball. Capt. Edgecombe played
rugger for the Army against both the Navy and the
R.A.F., and was also awarded a Barbarian cap. The
Depot won the Home Counties District football com
petition. Sgt. Nash (A.C.C.) and two cooks won the
Eastern Command cookery contest ; and a party of 16,
under the Training Major, Maj. Willows, spent a very
wet week in the N.W. Highlands of Scotland on
Initiative Training.
R. SUSSEX.—1st Battalion in Belfast were only narrowly
beaten in the finals of both the N. Ireland Command
Novices and interunit team boxing competitions ; were
runnersup in the Command Cross Country champion
ships ; and won the Command Basketball Competition.
QUEEN'S OWN.—1st Battalion at Shorncliffe won the
Home Counties District rugby championship and were
runnersup in the Garrison football competition ; had
one winner and three finalists in the Eastern Command
individual boxing championships ; and one winner and
five finalists in the Home Counties District champion
ships. At the Depot Cpl. O'Connell. the Army boxer,
has been doing well again.
MIDDLESEX.—L/Cpl. Rogers won his weight in the
London district boxing championships and was runner
up in the Eastern Command championships.
To them all, as individuals or teams, the Brigade
Colonel sends his congratulations and good wishes.
In another sphere it is most pleasant to record the
award, in the New Year's Honours, of the Companionship
of the Order of the Bath to MajorGenerals Metcalfe and
Talbot, respectively Colonels of the Queen's Royal Surrey
and the Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiments. To them
both go the congratulations of all ranks in the Brigade,
irrespective of Regiment.
The Short History of the Brigade, briefly referred to in
News Letter No. 5, has now appeared. The first Edition has
proved to be a most readable and popular book, well written
and well illustrated, and is probably one of the best bob's
worth that there is today. Both the author, Gregory
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Blaxland, and the illustrator, Mr. Woodcock, have done an
excellent job of work and both are to be warmly con
gratulated for their contribution to the Brigade. The Brigade
Colonel would like to take this opportunity of thanking
them both and, at the same time, recommending the Short
History to all ranks.
The Brigade Museum will open during the summer in
the small office block which, during the occupation of
Wemyss Barracks by the Queen's Surrey's Depot, was used
by Brigade Headquarters and which now stands empty.
The prospect of having no Museum for the first two years
and until Howe Barracks was ready for occupation by the
Brigade Depot in 1962 did not appeal in any way to the
Brigade Colonel and the building in question will lend itself
admirably to the purpose on a temporary basis. Although
there has been the offer of numerous exhibits from Regi
ments the contents of the Museum, even in its smaller short
term home, threaten to look rather thin on the ground. It
is much to be hoped that when, as they will be invited to do.
Regimental Curators pay us a visit, once the Museum is set
up, they will be able to see for themselves where the gaps are
and perhaps be able to fill some of them in.
The next Depot to close will be that of the Buffs.
Officially they come to an end on 31st October, though the
rundown will start in September ; this will allow of Howe
Barracks being completely empty by 1st November, the date
on which the contractors are due to start the work of en
largement and rebuilding which is forecast to take 15
months to complete.

as a nourishing concern, to a variety of people from a
variety of walks of life and from a variety of places.
And introducing the Brigade to the public, by all kinds
of methods and in order to step up the Regular recruiting
rate, is a matter which all of us have got to have nowadays
in the very forefront of our minds. There is nothing to be
gained by the ostrichlike approach to this problem of
recruiting, by saying that " things will improve when
National Service ends," or by thinking that someone will
wave a magic wand and Regular recruits will pour in from
all sides. Neither is there any panacea, no quick cure, to
the difficulties from which the Brigade suffers. There is only
one real answer : the allout effort by all Regular Officers
and Other Ranks in the Brigade to put across the advantages
and prospects of a career in the Army in general and in the
Home Counties Brigade in particular.
If each and every Regular would set himself the task
of bringing in just one Regular recruit every twelve months
we should be " home and dry." To those readers who have
struggled on to the end of this Letter and who are them
selves Regulars the Brigade Colonel would like to say :
Have a go !

Colours presentation parades loom large in the
Brigade's calendar during the coming few months and par
ticularly in June. The lead will be given by H.R.H. The
Duke of Edinburgh when he goes to Bury St. Edmonds on
22nd April to present new Colours to 1st Battalion Queen's
Surrey's. The event will have become a bright page of Regi
mental Hisory by the time this Letter appears in print. Then
on 3rd June 4/5 Battalion Royal Sussex (T.A.) will receive
new Colours on the County Cricket ground at Hove at the
hands of the Duke of Norfolk, and he will be followed a
week later, on 10th June, by H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent
who presents Colours to 4/5 Battalion Queen's Own Royal
West Kent Regiment (T.A.) at Shorncliffe. Finally, on 18th
June, by presentations to both 4th and 5th Battalions The
Buffs (T.A.) H.M. The King of Denmark will repeat, on the
St. Lawrence Cricket Ground at Canterbury, a ceremony
and a visit that will bring back many memories to those who
were serving in 1st Battalion The Buffs in 1955. To all those
participating in these important and historic events the
Brigade Colonel sends his best wishes for a successful
parade and a fine day.
The Brigade Golf Meeting, to go from the sublime to
the gorblimey, is this year being held under the auspices of
Depot The Buffs, who have selected a littleknown course
near Ramsgate as the venue for 25th May. The Brigade
Colonel once again appeals to all who possibly can do so to
cajole their employers/Commanding Officers into allowing
them to play.
Two days later the Brigade Depot will have its first,
small, " housewarming " party, which will take the form of
a Beating of Retreat by the Junior Bandsmen and Drum
mers, followed by a Buffet supper. It is hoped in this not
toopretentious way to introduce ourselves, and the Depot
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A MESSAGE TO ALL MEMBERS OF
THE PAST AND PRESENT ASSOCIATION

D°,YOU KNOW how many serving regular soldiers from
W.Os. to privates there are in your Regiment? There
are 233 and that is one of the main reasons we have to
amalgamate.
The Buffs are not much better off than we are—about
the same in fact.
So between us we cannot raise a full strength
Battalion of 695 reguar soldiers unless we gain at least 250
recruits between now and amalgamation the target in this
Regiment must therefore be 20 new recruits per month.
No less.
You know, if your life depended on it you would
produce one recruit somehow. Well, the Regiment's life
depends on it and you may feel that is just as important.
Your Regiment expects you to rally round in our time
of need and FIND THAT RECRUIT AND SEND, OR
BETTER STILL, BRING HIM STRAIGHT TO THE
DEPOT.
We will do the rest.



LONDON BRANCH
TWO meetings, ours, and the reunion at Bromley on fol
lowing days, should be plenty to write about, and I
hope to give a full account below.
For the moment, allow me to say how sorry I was,
and I know many more of the London Branch join me in
this, to hear of the tragic death 'of one of the most
decorated officers of our Regiment in World War I. I
refer to Lt.Col. Philip Anstruther, D.S.O., M.C.
Since the beginning of the last war most of us lost
touch with this officer, who we all knew was such a wonder
ful musician. He commanded the 1st Battalion from just
prior to the move to Karachi, in 1936, until just after
the outbreak of war. As a recruit, I met Capt. P. N.
Anstruther at Rugby, Staffs., when he commanded " G "
Company for a short spell. His C.S.M., Gillispie, was a
wellknown character in the Battalion, an excellent hockey
player.
The next time I saw Capt. P. N. Anstruther was in
1921, when he came to the 1st Battalion to command " D "
Company. The writer of the obituary notice in last month's
Gazette was probably not aware of this, as he quotes in
India from 1932—36. There are several members of our
band, too, who will also remember him well, as, at concerts
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in camps, as well as in barracks, he entertained us with
songs at the piano, in addition to playing with a towel
covering the finger board, and alas with classical music.
His " Mad Dogs and Englishmen," of Noel Coward's,
was always his piece of resistance of those days. Many
of us who knew him sadly regret his passing and wish
we had been able to have seen him at our branch meetings
in recent years. We send Mrs. Anstruther our deepest sym
pathy and, should she read these notes, can be assured
that he will always be remembered by many who served
under him.
The Bromley Annual will, of course, be fully
reported by George Cockell, and 1 shall only dwell on the
parts that affected us as a Branch. Firstly, many thanks
indeed from us for a really grand evening. All who went
had a really great time. We had quite a representation
there, commencing with Lt.Col. C. S. Durtnell. Others
who are regulars of the Branch were Harry Freeman, Jack
Teare, John Newton, Charles Lewis, Alf Whelan, some
with families and friends, Timber Marchant, our own
Chairman, Len Remfry, our Secretary, Tom Briddock, with
family. We had asked George Manning, an old 1st Kent
Cyclist, and his wife to attend with us, and I feel sure all
had a good time.
The Concert was well above previous years' standard;
buffet excellent; and there were enough raffle prizes for
nearly one to every person attending ! I was pleased to
meet all the Bromley, London wallahs again — Mr. and
Mrs. Stevens, Bill Phillips, Robert Wilks, Alf Ellis —but
I missed Bob Milton. I hope he is well. The Mayor of
Bromley and past Mayors were on parade, and I was more
than happy to meet again, an old friend, who was 2/Lt.
Gordon Defrates, 6th Batallion, R.W.K., when we met
and who finished the war, five years' later, Lt.Col., D.S.O.,
M.C., O.C. 6th Battalion. A wonderful record for a most
unassuming and shy young man as I always thought. His
wife also was present at the party, to remind me of days
in Haverfordwest, 1949, and young officers whose names
I regret to say I had forgotten. These reminders do one
a power of good.
Perhaps one day we may gel Gordon Defrates to
pay the London Branch a visit, although I regret that other
than Busty Cannacott, I know of no others of the ex6th
Battalion of his day. We have had Mr. Grubb along to
visit us, of course, and Freddie Dixon won't leave the
" B " Tower. So there's a distinct shortage of old friends,
but at least he would make many new ones, of that I feel
sure.
The " Colonel," Gen. Dennis Talbot, was the principal
guest and he seemed to be thoroughly at home among all
classes.
It was nice to meet one or two of the old brigade there
one, Arthur Bullions, a friend of 1921 days, was in
great spirits and was tickled to death to find the Colonel
of the Regiment had such a keen sense of humour. Arthur
hopes to come along to the London Branch, the next meet
ing in fact, but I know " Our Arfur " and I'll wait until
I see him there, at the Cranbourne.
The number of prizes won by our Branch visitors must
have run into double figures.
Mary Donaldson won a
basket containing enough eggs and bacon for " Canter " for
a week's ration. The Jack Teare brigade had all sorts of
prizes, including a terrific bunch of bananas. I wish I
had been able, at the time, to record names and prizes, but
the task was quite beyond me — things were being called
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with great speed and collected by the winners just as
rapidly. Only criticism I have to offer here is that there
could be either (1) runners to take the prize to the victim,
or (2) better access to the prize table.
I find
that my colleague, George Manning, was
accompanied part of the way home by Mr. Iwuzythare
Ccckell and Tom Briddock. My ears weren't burning, I
filed home quite quietly ! ! Well, many thanks, Bromley,
from the London Branch, for your very kind invitation.
There were, of course the usual visitors from Gravesend,
Catford and Chatham; all having a whale of a time, and
I was glad to see my old friend, Len Lake, in cracking
form there, as also were Mr. and Mrs. Dick Hales.
We understand the reunion may still take place in
Maidstone for a few more years, with the possibility ol
holding them at Tonbridge, should Maidstone not be suit
able. No doubt Len Remfry will tell us all about it at
our meeting.
Our own meeting, held the day prior to the Bromley
do, was again very well attended, there being about 40
members present. The meeting welcomed back, after a
few months' absence, our Hon. President, Harry Elson, who
was visibly affected by the welcome he received from our
members. We were all very glad to see Harry back at
his old table, and hope he'll soon be raising his voice
again in protest, or to advise, our various activities.
There were two ladies present, Mrs. Wallace, the
younger, and Mary Donaldson, who was out of a job this
month as nobody had remembered to bring a prize. I
expect we will see several at our next meeting. Our officer
strength was Lt.Cols. Pug Durtnell, Charles Chaplin,
Ronnie Mines and our Cadet representative, Lt.Col. Pink.
Maj. " Bodger " Kemp also was on parade. The veterans,
"Bogie" Childs, Arthur Edwards, Ted Ballard, still popping
along, despite the journey, were there; only one Bandsman
— Harry Lofts. He is determined to lecture the remainder
on being so remiss as to leave him on his lonesome.
Robert Wilks was with us, Alf Ellis, all the Committee,
Len Remfry, Tom Briddock, Percy Hallett, Timber with
"The Horror" — it's really time this was dumped, and
the scribe, Trefor Thomas, Ted Tickner, Darkie Maslin
and Young Jepson, John Newton, Joe Banks, Dick Forrester,
all set for the Burma reunion, among others present to
hear another debate on this very lengthy waffled question —
The Amalgamation.

our indoor reunion. I trust all those who attend our annual
reunion will make an effort to attend the annual Get
Together of branches of the P.A.P.A., which has always
been such a happy and jolly affair. A special effort on
reunion day in July might greatly assist.
Len Remfry informs me that the new O.C. Depot and
his staff are very keen to ensure a good GetTogether this
year. Our Branch will no doubt advertise this well, and
perhaps we shall get a better attendance.
The meeting closed at approximately 9.25 p.m. A sad
note on ending. The date of the last Branch meeting would
have been the golden wedding anniversary of Harry, and
the late Mrs. Elson. We all trust that Harry will continue
his visits to us. We all know thev do him a power of good.
It seems a long time since we have heard from, or
seen, several of our Regular officers, so whatever you are
at, please remember we still think of you and hope you
haven't forgotten us. I noted that Peter Buckle was
sampling the Sergeants' Mess beer a month or so back.
Has Col. Paul Crook recovered from his accident?
How is Geoffrey Elliott ? Is the old scholastic stuff getting
him down ? Is Col. Macklin coming to see us ? How is
Col. A. K. Grant ? Where is Lt.Col. Twink Gwilliam ?
Is the last Friday not the weekend time in the army these
days? There are others, but please do not forget where we
hold our meetings, or the date.
There are people like George Newman too, the George
Moody brigade, John Maunders and John Chalmers — we
have not forgotten you — please don't forget us — come
along and see us again. More next month.
The Spider.

BROMLEY BRANCH
(**)UR Annual General Meeting in January was very
successful, particularly so far as members were con
cerned, and although there was plenty of business to be
done, the meeting lasted less than an hour. The minutes
of the last A.G.M. were read, confirmed and signed.
After the various officers' reports and observations, the
election of officers for the ensuing year took place. In the
absence of our President, Major Leslie Pyrke, who had an
urgent engagement, Lt.Col. C. S. Durtnell, O.B.E., took

The " Coach to the reunion " cropped up, but strange
to relate, the lads seemed to want to proceed under their
own steam. This would appear to be the last chance of
chewing this question over, as it will now become difficult
to order a coach. As I have written previously, it is always
a hard job to get away from the reunion party once one
meets up with old friends, so perhaps it is a blessing in
disguise.
The amalgamation and reunion took up all the time
we had to spare, and with no raffle, we got through a
very large amount of chatter by the time Len Remfry
closed the meeting.
With Maj. Guy Weymouth having proceeded on retire
ment and Maj. Ian Macmillan having taken over, we under
stand there will be no change in any arrangements for this
year's reunion and also The GetTogether. Last year's
G.T. was in my estimation, the worst attended we have
had, but nobody is dismayed, and we are to go on with
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the Chair during the voting for a Chairman. This point of
the business was soon dispatched, as only one name was
forthcoming, viz.: Mr. R. J. Wilks, who was unanimously
proclaimed. Col. Durtnell rose immediately and handed
the rest of the business over to Mr. Wilks. There being
no names forthcoming for the office of ViceChairman,
this office remains vacant. The offices of Secretary and
Treasurer were again vested in Mr. Cockell and Mr.
Woolnough, respectively, there also being no opposition.
At this point Mr. Wilks stated that it was very essential
for a small subcommittee to be formed, as it would be
incorrect not to have a nucleus to carry on in the event
of an emergency.
Mr. Harry Wright and Mr. George
Lefley were therefore elected to this roll. Although the
former is a comparatively newcomer to our ranks, he has
already made good use of his task. Mr. Lefley has done
trojan work, in that he is always ready and does get rid
of many internal raffle tickets for the prizes donated. The
annual collection was again made by Mr. Wimbush and
yielded an appreciable amount, and added to that of the
raffle, made a nice addition to the branch funds.

overwhelming and space could not be found for all to be
seated. In addition to the many V.I.Ps. present, London,
Catford and Gravesend Branches were well represented.
The latter branch suffered in numbers by reason of a
wedding in their midst, but although no fewer than 14 of
their original numbers were absent, it would appear that
the remainder enjoyed a pleasant evening.
Of the V.I.Ps., to mention only a few, we were
honoured by the Colonel of the Regiment. MajorGeneral
D. E. B. Talbot, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C. and his A.D.C.,
the Mayor and Mayoress of Bromley, Councillor Chas. J.
Wilmot, J.P., and Mrs. Wilmot, Lt.Colonel H. N. Edwards,
M.B.E., D.L., Chairman of the Past and Present Associa
tion, The Queen's Own, and Mrs. Edwards, Lt.Col. C. S.
Durtnell, O.B.E., Lt.Col. A. A. Eason, Secretary and
Treasurer, Past and Present Association, Major I. A.
Macmillan, O/C Depot, Maidstone, and Majors D. E. Blum
and R. G. Winstanley, representing the 1st Bn. The Queen's
Own from Shorncliffe. Many were accompanied by their
ladies. There were others too numerous to mention, but
it is a must to mention the names of those who make it
possible for us to hold our meetings and social functions.
Capt. B. J. Finnie. M.C., President and Chairman of the
Bromley United Services Club, who with Colonel K. J.
Pearce, T.D., Chairman of the House Committee, and Mr.
D. Kendall. Secretary of the Club, willingly and proudly
showed the visitors around the premises prior to the
commencement of the stage show, particularly pointing out
the new extension and showcases which were adorned by

Our February meeting was again up to the mark for
numbers and there being only a short agenda the business
was soon disposed of. The call for help in preparing the
hall for the forthcoming March social did not go unheard.
Several volunteers gave in their names for this essential,
but unenviable task. They were Messrs. A. Ellis, G. Lefley,
R. Stiggins, H. Wright and H. Woolnough.
Our

March
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the many trophies secured by the club members in the many
competitions, national and local, which they enter.

Col. D. H. Gwilliam, M.B.E. We are grateful to "Timber"
for this—it filled a time gap.

The Concert.—Ed. Byers and his Crazy Gang had been
engaged to entertain us on this our sixth annual social, and
right from the start they kept the crowded hall in fits of
laughter by their miming and gyrations. Songs of the
1920/30 era, well known to most, were brilliantly put over.
"Mammy" and Maurice Chevalier's "Louise" were well
received, to mention two items. A cinema scene (artistes
taking the part of a mixed audience watching the "flicks")
was extremely funny, and Jack and Jacqueline (artiste
dressed half lady, half gent.) was very clever in a ballroom
dancing turn. Ed. Byers, about 6ft. 2ins. and thin, was ex
tremely funny throughout, and his portrayal of a child in
bed calling "Mama, 1 want a drink of water," was very
laughable. The concert was brought to its close by a tape
recording of the Regimental March, "A Hundred Pipers," in
which the party took part to make a scene and V sign and so
introduce the Branch Standard, carried by Harry
Woolnough, to be faded out as a fitting finale to a grand
evening. We are grateful to Lt.Col. Durtnell for lending
the record of our Regimental March, for this tape record
ing.

The speeches at the interval were of short duration
and were given by our President, Major Leslie Pyrke,
who introduced the new Colonel of the Regiment, Major
General D. E. B. Talbot, and the Mayor of Bromley,
Councillor Chas. J. Wilmot, J.P.
The speeches were
generalised by each speaker.

We have recived many—repeat many—congratulations
on a very live performance, which was enjoyed by all.
The Raffle.—The members of the branch and their
ladies brought no fewer than 42 separate prizes for this part
of the programme, ranging from canned goods, groceries
and fruit, to sweetmeats, eggs, chickens, bacon, table lamp,
table cloths, manicure set, set of egg cups and tray, choco
late Easter eggs, ladies' coat hanger, scarf, pinafores, Max
Factor gentlemen's set, biscuits, etc., etc.
We have to
thank the many donors, who year after year, come up
smiling with their contributions for the raffle.
Whilst
hesitating to give a list of their names, I think it only
right and proper that they should be mentioned. I know
I have not got them all. but here is the uncompleted list:—
Mr. and Mrs. Wright, Mr. and Mrs. Milton, Mr. and Mrs.
A. Ellis, Mr. President and Mrs. Pyrke, Mr. and Mrs.
Woolnough and Mrs. Woolnough, sen., Timber Marchant,
Mr. and Mrs. Stevens, Mr. and Mrs. Lefley, Mr. Sawyer,
Mr. Leathers, Mrs. Crisp and Mr. and Mrs. Cockell. My
apologies are tendered to those persons not mentioned.
The draw was made by two volunteer ladies in the
persons of the Mayoress of Bromley, Mrs. Wilmot, and
Mrs. Edwards, wife of Lt.Col. H. N. Edwards. The caller
was Harry Woolnough and he had some job to get his
voice heard over the hubbub of fun and banter during this
period. The prizes were very evenly distributed, some of
the V.I.Ps. securing more than one, whilst the Branches
were equally fortunate. We are very grateful to these two
ladies who drew the winning numbers, as it was a long
period to stand at the end of an evening's entertainment,
in the glare of the stage footlights.
To George Lefley, our "doughgetterinchief" Capt.
and Mrs. Finnie, and Bob Stiggins—many thanks for your
help in disposing of the tickets, which caused great fun
and speculation, even if there was no realisation.
During the gathering period, "Timber" brought "The
Thing" into service with marches played by the band of
the 1st Bn., The Queen's Own, under Bandmaster Mr.
Watkins, M.B.E., and recorded by kind permission of Lt.

Thanks.—On behalf of the Branch. 1 would like to
record our grateful thanks to the President and the manage
ment of the Bromley United Services Club, for allowing us
the facilities of the continued use of their premises.
The recording of our social would be lacking if thanks
were not also extended to the hardworking ladies, who
on each occasion spend most of their evening in the kitchen
getting ready for the interval, when they dispense tea and
coffee, sandwiches (various) and sausage rolls (hot), etc.,
to add to the enjoyment of the evening; chief of whom
is Mrs. Lefley, assisted by Mrs. Woolnough. junr., Mrs. Lily
Smith, Mrs. Ellis and others.
The catering was done by the Stewardess of the Club.
Mrs. K. Beere, to whom we owe a debt of gratitude and
thanks, whilst to her husband, Tom, thanks for the many
services rendered during the past year.
Need I say more, but,
"I wuzz thayre."

11th BATTALION (LBWISHAM)
1X7HAT a lot of work goes into the preparations for an
* * A.G.M. — concocting the report; finalising the accounts
and auditing them; getting these and the notices of the
meeting duplicated, checked and posted (with all those
envelopes to be addressed), fixing up the venue, etc., etc.
So it is disappointing if numbers at the meeting are
few. Not that this was the case on the 17th March, at
" The Skinners' Arms." The attendance was fairly good
and several had made longish journeys to be there. For
example, Meacock from Thorpe Bay, but we should have
liked to have seen more.
For various reasons, too, some " regulars " could not
make it. Our President, Maj. Jimenez, is having trouble
again with his legs and had to be excused; Col. Dean, busy
pn the Magisterial Bench, could not get through in time
to be with us; Butcher felt that the trip from Bristol
was a bit too far. Johnnie Bull and C. B. Smith also sent
apologies.
Hayward and Riggall, having completed the audit just
in time, Arthur Buddell, fresh from another interview with
the Artist engaged on our Memorial Windows, took the
Chair at the arranged hour and got on smartly with the
routine business — Minutes, Apologies, Chairman's Report,
Accounts. Thanks to various people, and then the election
of Officers for the ensuing year. In the absence of fresh
nominations, as called for in the Meeting Notice, the Com
mittee's recommendations went forward automatically . . .
" Jimmy" as President again, proposed from the Chair
with suitable bouquet; outgoing Chairman added to the
list of VicePresidents, as is usual, to ensure continuity
in the running of the show, and to do honour where
deserved. And, in the case of Arthur Buddell, the first for
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a long time to hold the office for two consecutive years,
a most deserving honour, for he has put all he knows
into it and made a real success of it, being a real Chairman
throughout, albeit a role for which he has an apt and
natural capacity.
We were all pleased to see such a staunch supporter as
Danny Kemp step up into the Chair — he knows our activi
ties inside out and, we are sure, will bring a quiet con
scientiousness to the job. He assured us that he will do
his best, although he " can't rise to the heights of his
predecessor."
Unanimously we elected Reed (E.C.) to the ViceChair.
Pretty well our oldest member in years (rising 80), but
among the youngest in body, mind and looks. He hoped
he'd live up to the West Kent tradition. Of course he
will !
To join Branson, Eves, Grant, Leary, Riggall and
Toomer on the Committee and to fill the vacancy caused
by Reed's translation to the ViceChair, one of our never
absent stalwarts was elected — Dicky Pinder, and I hazard
a guess that his voice will not be silent at the meetings
and it won't be to ask " Which boots shall it be this
morning, sir — the brown ones ? "
Both the Hon. Treasurer and the Hon. Secretary made
no bones about continuing to carry on, and Riggall agreed
to act as Assistant Secretary to help Dawson with minutes
and the manifold routine jobs of the Secretariat, but he
asked to be excused the auditing, so, to collaborate with
Hayward in that capacity, Reg Maltby agreed to stand.
*
*
*
Would that the rest of the business could have been
disposed of with the same celerity and given more time
afterwards for getting together. However, we must not
grumble, for if members cannot have their say at an
A.G.M., when can they ? This time, though, so much
of it was hypothetical. And why? . . . Because the next
item on the agenda was " Memorial Window." Arthur
Buddell, in charge of it (and continuing so although now
out of the Chair), reported that the project was going
along nicely . . . to a degree. The sketch of the righthand
window — The White Horse, etc. — was O.K.; the other
— the warrior of '14/18 with reversed arms — was not
quite so and there is still some doubt as to the exact position
of the arms and hands in the " arms reversed." Therefore,
with the artist, Arthur will be visiting the United Services'
Museum to check up on details. Whether webbing or
leather belt was standard on Active Service at the time
was another doubt, but the Regiment had confirmed our
opinion that it was webbing. Should anyone have a snap
shot of a Tommy O.A.S. in 1914/18, we'd be glad if he
would send it along.
In principle, the designs are acceptable to the Church
Authorities at Catford, but, now that Padre Hudson is
leaving on the 1st April and Padre Pinder, the new Vicar,
does not arrive until the 1st June, things will have to move
pretty fast thereafter for the Faculty to be obtained in
time for the work to be done by the 12th November, the
day we hope to unveil. It was this uncertainty which
rendered so much of the discussion rather inocuous,
although it did give the Committee some idea of what
members would like in regard to the arrangements for
the event.
We were reminded that the scheme involved the mov
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ing of the King's Colour and the various existing plaques
from their present position to the area of the Windows,
thus making a sort of "Eleventh" Corner in the Church
— and Grant so rightly expressed the hope that the King's
Colour, on which we had spent a good deal to preserve,
should continue to hang horizontally and not vertically,
as the preliminary scheme seemed to suggest.
It is of interest that the Fifth Army Window at St.
Peter's, Cornhill, is by the same Artist who is doing ours;
members were urged to have a look at it.
As to the finance, there is £195 19s. in the "kitty"
at present, after expenses to date, so, with the cost of
the moving of the King's Colour, and of the unveiling, to
say nothing of the cost of the Faculty itself, we shall still
need another £30, or thereabout. Various suggestions were
made as, for example, Toomer's, that the collection at
the dinner be for it instead of for the Benevolent Fund,
and no doubt the Committee will implement them, or some
of them. In any case, Arthur stated, and all endorsed,
that we should not have to call upon " Jimmy," if it
could possibly be avoided, to make up any deficit, which
he has generously offered to do.
Invitations, the collection, coaches, Remembrance Ser
vice, each had loquatious observations made upon them
and in the end it was left to the Executive Committee to
make decisions on the advice of the Window SubCommittee.
*

$

*

THE NEXT DINNER. The Chair was asked what
decision had been arrived at in respect of the venue, etc.,
and Len Dawson, as Secretary, gave the full account thereof.
In brief, we go to the usual place, subject to certain items
which have been the subject of adverse comment, being
righted. We had all the old arguments over again and
the Chairman eventually had to bang the gavel. Which
gave our Secretary a chance to read the letter from the Past
and Present Association about the future of the Branches
after the Amalgamation of the Kent Regiments. Although
of interest to us, it did not really concern us as we are
not a Branch but an affiliated Battalion Association and
will remain so until we in due course become defunct by
passage of time.
There then followed the closure of the meeting (with
the usual thanks to the Chairman, etc.) and the mad rush
for drinks and/or trains.
*

*

*

Members present learned with great regret that both
Mark Osborne and Wally Riggall had lost their wives
this winter; they can both be sure that we feel sincerely
deeply for them. In Riggall's case it is all the more tragic
in that they had only moved into their new home at
Tankerton a few days before his wife was taken to hospital.

TONBRIDGE & TUNBRIDGE WELLS

I

N the chair at our March meeting, our President, Lt.Col.
G. E. L. Pardington, M.B.E., T.D. Our Chairman, Maj.
N. S. C. Elmslie was detained on cadet work.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed by the meeting.
The meeting agreed that a letter of thanks should be
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sent to the Maidstone Branch in appreciation of the excel
lent social evening which was enjoyed by all.
The Secretary informed the meeting that he had
received a letter from Mr. A. Ingram with apologies for
absence on account of sickness. It was agreed that a letter,
conveying best wishes, be sent to Mr. Ingram with a special
message from Col. Pardington, who had suffered from the
same trouble.
The meeting over, those present repaired to the minia
ture range, where we had been invited to a shoot with the
Home Guard. For the Branch it was again clear that age,
glasses (those that one wears) and lack of training only goes
to prove that things are not what they used to be. The one
redeeming feature was that the Branch Secretary made the
top score of the evening, 64. The result was: Home Guard
328, Tonbridge and Tunbridge Wells Branch 215. We are
looking forward to another day.
T.L.S.

CHATHAM BRANCH
The April meeting showed a decided improvement in
attendance. The Chairman, S. L. Thompson, opened the
meeting at 8.15 p.m. with a welcome to all present.
Silent tribute was accorded to the passing of Col. P. N.
Anstruther, Lord Southborough and A. E. Field.
Apologies for absence were received from Major
Brothers and Mr. Bower.
Minutes of 7th March were read and confirmed.
Arising, C. J. Williams reported that Bill Rutter has arrived
at Perth, Australia. The Treasurer's report was approved
and a report of the Lincoln Draw was submitted. A vote of
thanks was accorded to the Secretary, Treasurer and Mr.
Kemp for their work in organising the Draw. Tickets for
the Derby draw will be available on May 2nd. The monthly
Draw was won by Major G. W. Paice.
Major H. M. Smith reported on the General Com
mittee Meeting of 2nd April.
The meeting closed at 8.50 p.m. and was followed by
a general discussion on various subjects.
It is hoped that the better weather will result in bigger
attendances.
G. H. Anchors

after the service. Refreshments are being laid on, and we
do hope you will join us then.
Bookings for our Annual Dinner the day previous
(23rd April) are very satisfactory, and a happy event is
anticipated.
It was announced that our Annual Outing will take
place on Sunday, 18th September, to Ramsgate by coach.
Please book early for this function—always a very happy
one.
Our Treasurer, "Mike" Leary, represented the Branch
at the P. & P. Association A.G.M. at Maidstone on Satur
day, 26th March, where he met many old friends.
Afterwards he joined members of our Branch at the
Bromley Branch Social and a thoroughly enjoyable evening
was experienced. I, unfortunately, could not attend owing
to a previous engagement.
Roll on July for the Annual Reunion.
Regards to all Branches, Associations and Friends and
Comrades.
" Ravensbourne."
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Answers to puzzle pictures on Page 73
Spot from card on table.
Band on pipe.
Leg from nearest chair.
Stripe from tie.
Trouser turnup on nearest figure.
Leg on furthest chair.
Cigarette shorter.
Part of lefthand man's ear.
Corner of table.
Leg of righthand chair shortened.
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THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT (50th and 97th)
"Quo Fas et Gloria ducunt." The Sphinx superscribed "Egypt."
The White

Horse of Kent with motto " Invicta."

"Vimiera," "Corunna," "Almarez," "Vittoria," "Pyrenees," "Nive,"
"Orthes,"
"Peninsula,"
"Punniar,"
"Moodkee,"
"Ferozeshah,"
"Aliwal,"
"Sobraon,"
"Alma,"
"Inkorman," "Sevastopol," "Lucknow," "New Zealand," "Egypt, 1882,"
"Nile, 188485," "South Africa, 190002," "Afghanistan, 1919."
The Great War—18 Battalions.—" M o n s , " "Le Cateau," "Retreat from Mons," "Marne, 1914," "Aisne, 1914," "La Bassee, 1914,"
"Messlnes, 1914, '17," "Ypres, 1914, '15, '17, '18," "Hill 60," "Gravenstafel," "St. Julien," "Frezenberg," "Loos,"
"Somme, 1916, '18," "Albert. 1916, '18," "Bazentin," "Delville
Wood,"
"Foziers,"
"Guillemont,"
"FlersCourcelette,"
"Morval," "Thiepval," "Le Transloy," "Ancre Heights," "Ancre, 1916, '18," "Arras, 1917, '18," "Vimy, 1917," "Scarpe, 1917,"
"Oppy," "Pilcken," "Langemarck, 1917," "Menln Road," "Polygon Wood," "Broodseinde," "Passchendaele," "Cambrai,
1917, '18," "St. Quentin," "Rosieres," "Avre," "Villers Bretonneux," "Lys," "Hazebrouck," "Kemmel," "Ameins," "Bapume.
1918,
Flanders,
1915
 ' S h a r q a f , " "Mesopotamia, 1 9 1 5  1 8 . "
Second World War—"Defence of The Escaut," "Foret de Nleppe," " N o r t h  W e s t E u r o p e , 1 S 4 0 , " "Alam el Haifa," " E l A l a m e i n , "
"Djebel Abiod," "Djebel Azzag, 1942," "Oued Zarga," "Djebel Ang," "Medjez Plain," "Longstop Hill, 194'3," "Si Abdallah," "North
Africa, 194243," "Centuripe," "Monte Rivoglia," "Sicily, 1943," "Termoli," "San Salvo," "The Sangro," "Romagnoli," "Impos
sible Bridge," "Villa Grande," "Cassino," "Castle Hill," "Liri Valley," "Piedimonte Hill," "Trasimene Line," "Arezzo," "Advance
to Florence" "Monte Scalar!." "Casa Fortis," "Rimini Line," "Savio Bridgehead," "Monte Pianoereno," "Monte Spaduro,"
"The Senio," "Argenta Gap," "Italy, 194345," "Greece, 194445," "Leros," "Malta, 194042," "North Arakan," "Razabil," "Mayu
Tunnels," "Defence of Kohima," "Taungtha." "Sittang, 1945," "Burma, 194345."
ColonelinCliief : H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Colonel of the Regiment: MajorGeneral D. E. B. Talbot, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C.
O.C., Regimental Depot, Major I. A. Macmillan.
Allied Regiments of the Canadian Army :
1st Bn., Royal New Brunswick Regiment—ColonelinChief : H.M. The Queen.
The Essex and Kent Scottish Regiment.
Allied Regiment of the New Zealand Forces :
The Canterbury Regiment.
Regular and Territorial
1st Bn

(50th and 97th Foot)

Battalions :
Moore Barracks, Shorncliffe.

4th/5th Bn. (T.A.)—Tonbridge.
Units of the Army Cadet

Force affiliated :

1st A.C.F. Bn., Tonbridge.

"The Queen's Own Gazette" is published monthly.
Subscription : The rates, payable in advance to the Editor, are as follows :

Officers, 9/ per annum, post free; Other

Ranks, 5/ per annum, post free.
The Editor is always glad to receive articles and items of news suitable for publication, and acknowledges with thanks
photographs reproduced in this journal from the Kent Messenger. Address MSS direct to the Editor, The Barracks, Maidstone.
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22nd ANNUAL REUNION
MEMORIAL SERVICE PARADE, 12th JULY, 1960
"ER Royal Highness the Duchess of Kent, our Colonel
inChief, has graciously consented to attend the 22nd
Annual Reunion.
A forecast of events is listed below : details are not
yet firm as the proposals have not yet received Her Royal
Highness' approval.
10.45 a.m.—Standard Bearers' Competition
The Standard Bearers' Competition will take place at
10.45 on the Square.
Last year's winner was the Maidstone Branch who are
requested to return the belt to R.S.M., Depot.
11.00 a.m.—Parade
Right markers.
Parade forms up.
The " Fall in " will be sounded. All ranks will form
up in close column of Battalions, in line facing South.
Officers will parade with their respective Units. The
Senior Officer will take command.
Members who have served in more than one Battalion
will decide with which Unit they will parade.
The Officer Commanding the Regimental Depot will
Command the parade.
11.25 a.m.—Marchoff
The Parade, headed by the Band, will march in
column of route, via Sandling Road, Week Street, High
Street and Mill Street to All Saints' Church.
11.40 a.m.—Arrival of Parade at Church
On arrival at Church, Standard Bearers, Depot, 2nd.
5th, 6th, 8th, 10th and 12th Battalions, will enter the
Church by the North entrance and will be conducted to
their seats on that side of the Church. The 1st, 4th, 4/5th,
7th. 9th, 11th and 20th (London) Battalions will enter the
Church by the South entrance and will occupy seats on
that side of the Church.
The Worshipful the Mayor of Maidstone and mem
bers of the Corporation will be attending the Service.
Branch Standard Bearers will form up in pairs at the
North entrance and will move up to the altar during the
singing of the first hymn, where the Vicar will receive the
Standards, placing them near the altar.
Standards will be returned to the Bearers in reverse
order and during the last hymn they will return to the
North porch before the National Anthem is played.
Ladies wishing to attend the Service at All Saints'
Church should proceed independently. Tickets will be
required for all persons attending the Service not on par
ade. Applications should be submitted to Regimental
Headquarters.
Parade Outside Church in Mill Street
After the Service members are requested to leave the
Church beginning from the front pew, and return to Mill
Street by the same route as they entered.
The Band and markers will be in position in Mill
Street and Units will form up in column of " threes " in
reverse order of march facing High Street.
Marchoff
Route: Mill Street, Pudding Lane, Museum Street
and then to Brenchley Gardens.
On arrival at Brenchley Gardens the Parade will be
led by guides to form three sides of a square facing the

Regimental Cenotaph. Units will halt and turn inwards
in "threes" and stand at ease.
The Worshipful the Mayor of Maidstone and members
of the Corporation will be in attendance.
The Officer Commanding, the Regimental Depot, will
call the Parade to " Attention," the Regimental Padre will
give the Exhortation, the" last Post" will be sounded, and
a twominutes' silence will be observed, followed by
" Reveille." Wreaths will then be laid on the Regimental
Cenotaph.
At the conclusion of the Service, Units will march off,
led by a guide to Station Road, where the Band will be
formed up ready to return to Barracks via Sandling Road.
MarchPast
On arrival in Barracks, it is hoped that Her Royal
Highness, The Duchess of Kent, will take the Salute on
the Barracks" Square in front of the Officers' Mess.
Standard Bearers, less their escort, will form up on
the right of the saluting base, after marching past.
The Officer Commanding each Battalion will give the
command " Eyes right ! " and he alone will salute or
remove his headdress.
Lunches, etc.
Lunches will be subsidised by 50% from Association
Funds and provided in the new gymnasium at a cost of
8/ per head. A buffet lunch will be available in the
N.A.A.F.I. for those not requiring a set lunch. Members
are requested to notify their requirements to their local
Branch Representatives, or tickets may be obtained on
application to the Honorary Secretary, Regimental Head
quarters, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment,
The Barracks, Maidstone. Remittances must accompany
each order. The 8/ lunch is limited to 300.
Individuals attending the lunch are requested to be in
the New Gymnasium at 1.30 p.m., and to remain standing
until Her Royal Highness arrives.
Tea
Buffet teas will be available from 3.30 p.m., these will
be served in the Drill Shed and on the Sports Field.
Music
The Regimental Band will play on the Sports Field
during the afternoon.
Amusements
Shooting : The InterBranch Small Bore Rifle Com
petition on the 25 yards open range (in rear of the minia
ture range) will begin at 3 p.m.
Branch teams to consist of four men. Ten rounds will
be fired on the " Roberts " target ; two sighters will be
allowed. Entrance fee will be one shilling per team.
The Challenge Cup, presented by the Depot, will be
awarded to the winning team. Maidstone Branch are the
present holders.
A Physical Training Display will be given during the
afternoon.
Children's races will also be organised.
Retreat
The massed Bands of The Buffs and Queen's Own will
beat Retreat on the Barracks Square at 1730 hours
Museum
The Regimental Museum Room in the Maidstone
Museum, in Faith Street near Brenchley Gardens, will be
open between 2.30 and 5 p.m.
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^Editorial
Annual Reunion
Our ColonelinChief, Her Royal Highness The
Duchess of Kent, has graciously consented to attend the
Annual Reunion this year. Full details of the Reunion are
published in this issue. It is hoped that all subscribers to
the Queen's Own Gazette will disseminate this information
to any members of the Regiment they may meet.
*

*

*

*

Regimental Museum
The Regimental Museum, now housed in a large room
in Maidstone Town Museum, Faith Street, Maidstone, will
be open to the public from Friday, June 10th, 1960.
The Museum will be available for inspection from
Mondays to Saturdays :
in SUMMER
. . 10 a.m. to 6.30 p.m.
in WINTER
. . 10 a.m. to 4.20 p.m.
*
*
*
Regimental Diary for 1961
A Regimental Diary will be printed for the last time
this year.
Prices inclusive of postage will be :—
Wallets (including pencils)
17/10
Leather Bound (including pencils) 6/2
Plexcide Bound (including pencils) 5/
Refills
3/1
An Order Form is enclosed in this Q.O.G., and we
shouid be grateful if intending buyers will complete it and
return it to R.H.Q. without delay so that we can give a
firm order to our printers.
The wallet bears the Regimental Crest on the cover
and can be used to house other types of Diary so it can be
retained as a reminder of our Regiment after amalgamation
takes places. This is the last opportunity to get one, so
ORDER NOW.
*

*

Car Badges
These are available for sale.
despatched by post 26/9d.

FORTHCOMING

July 16, 18, 20, and 21—Maidstone Cricket Week.
July 17—22nd Annual Reunion Past and Present Associa
tion.
REGIMENTAL

GOLF

QUEEN'S OWN v The BUFFS : Meeting at the Wilder
nesse Golf Club, Sevenoaks, on Saturday, 9th July, I960.
Queen's Own Regimental Meeting: Meeting at Folke
stone, sponsored by the 1st Battalion on 1st July. Anyone
wishing to play please inform O.C. Depot.

*

Erratum
We have been requested to make the following amend
ment to Home Counties Brigade Letter No. 6, which
appeared in our April issue :—
" The Brigade Colonel apologises for an error in his
latest News Letter, published in our last issue. H.R.H.
The Duchess of Kent is not, in fact, presenting new
Colours to 4/5th Battalion. The Queen's Own Royal West
Kent Regiment (T.A.) at Shorncliffe on 10th June. She
is. however, visiting the 1st Battalion that day. to witness
a Trooping of the Colour parade, and will visit the 4/5th
Battalion (T.A.) in the afternoon."
We regret we failed to notice the error when we read
the proofs, and offer our apologies to the Home Counties
Brigade Colonel for the misprint.
*
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Regimental Cricket this summer is as follows:
a) The Regiment v PENGUINS C.C. at the Depot on
Saturday, 11th June, 1960.
b) The Regiment v. The BUFFS at Canterbury on
Friday, 24th June, 1960.
c) The Regiment v WEST KENT C.C. at the Depot
on Saturday, 25th June, I960.
d) The Regiment v The MOTE C.C. at the Depot on
Saturday, 23rd July, I960.
e) The Regiment v The BAND OF BROTHERS at
the Depot on Sunday, 24th July, I960.
Please support your Regimental Cricket this year. Any
cricketer wishng to play in any match please inform O.C.
Depot.
We are grateful for the keen response to our plea for
Cricketers to turn out for the Regiment in this year's
matches. However, players are still urgently required for
the following matches:
II June PENGUINS C.C. 11.30 hrs. THE DEPOT.
24 June THE BUFFS 1 1.30 hrs. CANTERBURY.
Please write at once to O.C., The Depot if you are
able to play in either or both these matches.



Social and Personal

W

ITH amalgamation
in the offing we con
sider it appropriate to con
gratulate the Colonel of
The Buffs, Maj.Gen. V.
Boucher, on his new ap
pointment as
Regional
Director, South Eastern
Region. Civil Defence.
*
*
*

*

If collected 25/, or if

EVENTS

June 10—Visit of ColonelinChief to 1st Bn. and 4/5th
Bn. at Dibgate Camp.
July 9—Regimental Golf Meeting. Queen's Own v. The
Bull's at the Wildernesse Club, Sevenoaks.

CRICKET

1

Maj.Gen. V. Boucher

We also offer our con
gratulations to Lt.Col. R.
H. Denny of the Buffs,
who has been selected to
command the new Regi
ment. At the moment he is
O.C. 1st Buffs in B.A.O.R.
*
*
*
Captains Dodson and
Norton have earned cur
approbation by qualifying
at the last Staff College Ex
amination. Well done our
Captains.
*

*

Since printing the April Q.O.G., the following Officers
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honoured us with a visit and signed the Colonel's book:
Captain L. A. Mannering from 1st Bn. where he is
the M.T.O. His employment is easy meat to him as he was,
until recently, Instructor at the School of Motoring in
Bordon.
Capt. R. J. Durtnell who was reporting as a Depot
Holdee.
Lt.Col. Peter Buckle on a Social Visit.
Mr. P. L. Cyster from 4/5th Bn., also a Social Visitor.
Lt.Col. Bobby Flint from the Allied Forces Central
Europe where he helps to shape the destinies of N.A.T.O.
He assured me that he doesn't have anything to do with
aeroplanes, except to get a lift here occasionally—whether
on business or pleasure all depends.
Finally, Maj. Tony Franklin on his return from East
Africa. We are pleased to note that he is free from panga
slashes or assegai pokes.
*

*

*

*

The following is a press cutting on the subject of the
attack on Major Clark by a gang of Africans.
"NAIROBI, April 25th—Maj. Henry William Clark told
a magistrate at Eldoret, western Kenya, today how, un
armed, he routed a gang of four Africans who burst into
his farmhouse one night and attacked him with a hatchet,
knives and other weapons.
Five Africans were before the court, charged with
attempted robbery and alternatively causing grievous harm.
All pleaded Not Guilty.
Maj. Clark, whose mother lives at Eastbourne, said
one of the men hit him with a hatchet. "I think that must
have annoyed me and I went in and had a fight", he added.
"1 began to hit them. I don't know how long it lasted,
but it was not more than a few seconds before they rushed
out of the house." He then found that he was "spouting
blood all over the place".
When the gang tried to reenter the house by breaking
window panes, Maj. Clark fired an old Army signals flare
through the back door, and the Africans made off. Later he
picked out two men in an identification parade.
Mrs. Clark, whose family lives at Horsham, Sussex,
said that when the men rushed in " I concentrated on one
man and threw everything I could lay my hands on at him".
The hearing continues.—Renter."
There appears to be a moral in the case—It is that all
our Regimental Ladies should undergo a course of instruc
tion in crockery marksmanship. One never knows! How
abcut crossed rolling pins for markswomen.
We have received notification from the Adjutant of
The Royal Hospital that No. 3105 Pte. Alfred Toms, ex
The Queen's Own has been admitted to the Royal Hospital
as an InPensioner. We wish him every happiness there.
*

*

*

*

It may be of interest to many of the prewar officers
of the 1st Bn. to know that Mrs. Betty Wilkin has written
two books entitled "Dekko! The India that was", also
"Winnipesaukee Whoppers". Mrs. Wilkin is the wife of
Colonel Hugh Wilkin who served with our 1st Battalion in
India for a number of years and is probably remembered
better by his nickname "Wilkie".
*

*

*

*

Among familiar faces at the Regimental Dinner I
noted Lt.Col. "Jumbo" Courtney, who is on a visit to

the U.K. from Australia. That's no mean effort to attend
the Regimental Dinner.
*

*

*

*

We offer our condolences to Lady BonhamCarter,
Col. Walter Styles, Lt.Col. Tip Pardington, Lt.Col.
L. M. C. Williams, Lt.Col. G. E. Hudson and Maj. S. L.
Gibbs, all of whom are on the " sick list." We wish them a
speedy recovery to good health.
*

*

*

*

We offer congratulations to Capt. Pybus on his en
gagement to the younger daughter of the Earl and Countess
of Maimesbury. The announcement appears on another
page!
*

*

*

*

Capt. Norton, writing from Cyprus, informs us that he
hopes to be home in time for the Reunion. He states "1
trust life at the Depot is as pleasant as ever. No doubt you
are all busy with amalgamation looming nearer." (Our
comment: "Sez you!")
*

*

*

*

Pie. John Stoeger informs us that he is about to take
unto himself a wife. Up to the present John whose home
town was somewhere in Yugoslavia, has failed to
give me particulars about his fiancee, but no doubt we
will be in a position to publish his marriage in our next
issue. Anyhow, here's wishing him the best of luck. As a
married man 1 suggest he will need it.
*

*

*

*

1 apologise to my readers for the brevity of this column
on this occasion, the reason is I am annoyed because some
thievin' soandso has pinched our dustbin from outside
the office door!
*

*

*

*

It was good to have a representative of our allied
Regiment—The Royal New Brunswick Regiment of
Canada—at the Regimental Dinner. He was the Rev. J. F.
N. Jones, R.A.C.D ., Chaplin to the Regiment. Unfortunately,
no representative was available from the Canterbury Regi
ment of New Zealand as no officers of that Regiment were
in the U.K. on the date of the Dinner.
*

*

*

*

I'm sorry if the Social and Personal column is not
up to its usual standard—the Editor has cut out the best
bits.
T.P.M.

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AND DEATHS
ENGAGEMENT
CAPT. 1. D. PYBUS & LADY NELL HARRIS
The engagement is announced between lan Douglas
Pybus, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, only
son of Lt.Col. G. D. Pybus, Royce Grove, Royston, and
'Mrs. A. V. Tredaway, Old Town, Bexhill. and Nell,
younger daughter of the Earl and Countess of Maimesbury,
Newnham House, Basingstoke.

DEATH

BURTON
The death took place on 30th April, 1960, of exSgt.
S. Burton (Beadle) at Leytonstone, following a heart attack.
Sgt. Burton enlisted in 1923 and served in the 1st,
2nd and 10th Battalions of The Queen's Own and was a life
member of the Past and Present Association.
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REGIMENTAL DINNER

T

HE Regimental Dinner was held at the United Service
Club on Friday, 13th May, 1960. The Colonel of the
Regiment presided, and the record number of 149 officers
including 10 guests were present.
We are deeply conscious and appreciative of the
honour our ColonelinChief conferred upon the officers
of her Regiment by attending the last dinner before amal
gamation.
Before proposing the toast of our ColonelinChief,
General Talbot said : —
" Your Royal Highness, my Lord Lieutenant, Gentle
men, before proposing the next toast, I am sure that every
one here will wish me to say how very delighted, honoured
and proud all of us are at our ColonelinChief's presence
with us at dinner tonight.
" Especially on this occasion which, 1 need hardly
remind you, has a particular and rather sad significance to
all of us in The Queen's Own.
" Despite this, however, T am sure that you will all wish
me to assure Her Royal Highness that all of us in her Regi
ment— whether Regular, T.A. or War Service, retired or
still serving — look forward with great and unshakeable
confidence to the future.
"A confidence that is immeasurably strengthened by the
knowledge that Her Royal Highness will continue to main
tain her close connection and interest that we in The Queen's
Own have all deeply appreciated, treasured and cherished
over the years.
" Gentlemen — our ColonelinChief."
Her Royal Highness then arose to propose the toast of
" The Queen's Own " :—
" General Talbot, Thank you so much for what you
have just said. I cannot let this occasion pass without saying
a very few words to you all. I must, of course, be rather
careful because I have the Colonel of The Buffs sitting on
my right!
" But he will certainly agree that this is indeed a very
special occasion in the history of our Regiment. I have
thought of you all so much during the past few months, and
I am so glad that I can share this evening with you. Of one
thing I am completely sure ; despite all the changes that are
to come about, I can depend upon you all to make them go
smoothly, and I am confident that the Regiment, in its new
form, will be a very happy and fine one indeed.
" Gentlemen, 1 ask you now to join with me in drinking

—for the last time—the Toast of ' THE QUEEN'S OWN '."
Finally, General Talbot rose and said :—
" 1 have Her Royal Highness's permission to read the
telegrams. But, before doing so, 1 should just like to extend
a word of welcome to our Guests.
" I am sure that we all feel very privileged at having our
own Lord Lieutenant here with us. He is known to all of
us and we are always delighted when he can come to our
Regimental functions.
" It is particularly appropriate that we should have
General Val Boucher here tonight and he is doubly welcome
— first in his capacity as Colonel of the Buffs and also in
his future capacity as Deputy Colonel of the amalgamated
Regiment.
" Colonel Raymond Grace, the Brigade Colonel of the
Home Counties Brigade, has already been involved in a
tremendous amount of work on behalf of the Regiment
and of the 1st Battalion and the Depot in particular, and
both he and Major Geoffrey Cox, commanding the Buffs
Depot, are very welcome.
" I am only sorry that Lt.Col. Richard Dendy, the
Commanding Officer of 1 Buffs and the future C.O. of the
1st Battalion of the amalgamated Regiment could not get
over from Germany to join us. Of course, the real reason
behind asking so many Buffs here tonight is to make it quite
clear to them how very lucky they are to be amalgamating
with us !
" No function, attended by our ColonelinChief, would
be complete without the LadyinWaiting and Mr. Philip
Hay — the latter is practically a member of the Regiment
— and we are very delighted to have both him and Lady
Constance MilnesGaskell with us tonight.
" It is a particular pleasure to welcome an officer from
one of our allied Regiments. I would ask the Rev. Jones
to take our best wishes back to his Royal New Brunswick
Regiment (Carleton and York) when he returns to Canada.
" I should also like to welcome Major Hind who, as
Paymaster of the 1st Battalion for the past 5 years, really is
part of the Regiment, and Commander Allan, the Club
Secretary, who has done so much to ensure the success of
our Dinners here at the Senior for the past six years or so."
General Talbot then read out telegrams from Lieut.
General Sir William Oliver and Brigadier Fyler and a
message from Brigadier N. I. Whitty, and said he had also
received messages from Colonels ' Tip' Pardington,
'Geoffrey' Elliott, 'Maxwell' Williams, Hudson and
Major ' Robert' Moss.

LIST OF OFFICERS PRESENT
Her Royal Highness The Duchess of Kent. C.I.. G.C.V.O., G.B.E..
Colonel-in-Chief of the Regiment
Major-General D. E. B. Talbot, C.B.. C.B.E.. D.S.O., M.C.
Colonel of the Regiment
Abplanalp. Major. V.C.
Andrews, Lt.-Col. D. H., M.C.
Archer. Major M. G. M.. M.C.
Barnes. M. S.. Esq.
Bateman. G. B.. Esq.
Battye. Major C. F.. M.C.
Bayliss-Smith, Major S.. F.C.A.
Blake. Major A. G., M.B.E.
Blum. Major D. E.
Bowen. P. D. Esq.
Brock, Major I. H.
Brooke, Col. H. ). S., O.B.E.
Brounlle. Lt.-Col. C. A. de B.. M.C.
Brown. Brig. H. S., M.C., T.D.
Buckle. Lt.-Col. P. C. M.
Burrell, G. K., Esq.
Burrows. Major J. D.. M.B.E.
Butler, Capt. C. D. B.
Butler. Lt.-Col. R.. M.B.E.. M.C.

Cale, Capt. R. H.. M.C.
Calver-jones, Major J.
Campbell, Major D. P. I.
Champion, C. G.. Esq.
Chaplin. Lt.-Col. H. D.
Christophas, Lt.-Col. K. C.. M.B.E.
Clark. Capt. C. S
Clay. Col. B. L.. O.B.E.
Cleaver, Capt. G. F.
Clinch. M. J.. Esq.
Coath. Maj. T. C.
Coles, ). B., Esq.
Coombe. Major H. I. D.. T.D.
Courtney. Lt.-Col. G. B.. M.B.E.. M.C.
Craven, Lt.-Col. C. E. P.. O.B.E.
Crook, Col. P. E., D.S.O.. O.B.E.. B.A.
Crumplln, Major W. C. D.
Dearing. Lt.-Col. F. J.. T.D.
Dodson, Capt. K.

Dover, Major V.,
Duffield, Major G.
Duggan, Caot. H.
Duggan, Major H.
Duncan, Major C.
Durtnell, Lt.-Col.

M.C.
W.
R.
B., T.D.
S. A.
C. S.. O.B.E.

Eason, Lt.-Col. A. A.
Edwards. Lt.-Col. H. N., M.B.E.. D.L.
Elgood, Major P. N.
Elliott. Major E. G.
Ellwood. Capt. K. S.
Elmslie, Maj. N. S. C.
Faulkner, Malor D.
Fawcett. Lt.-Col. G.
Fitzpatrick. Capt. J.
Fletcher. Capt. J. S.
Flint, Lt.-Col. A I
Ford, Malor A. H..

O.
P.
M.
M.. M.B.E.
T.D.

Franklin. Major A. W.
Fraser, C. G., Esq.
Fry. Lt.-Col. O. M., M.C.
Gibbs. W. I.. Esq.
Gillingham, D. H.. Esq.
Glynn, Major S. F. A.
Grant. Col. A. K.. D.S.O.
Goodwin, Capt. P. J.
Gregory. M. K., Esq.
Gwilliam. Lt.-Col. D. H.. M.B.E.
Halsall. Capt. A. C. L.
Hancock. Col. F. H.
Heatly, Capt. A. F.
Heygate Lt.-Col. E. S.. M.C.
Hlbbert. Brig. O. Y.. D.S.O., M.C.
Hiscock. P.. Esq.
Holman. J.. Esq.
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Ingham, Brig. G.
Macmlllan, Major I. A.
IngleheldWatson. Capt. Sir Derrick, Bt.. Mannering, Capt. L. A.
T.D.
Martindale. J.. ESQ.
Jackson, Brig. D. W.. O.B.E.
Martyn, Col. A.. O.B.E.
James, Capt. R. A., M.C.
MerlottChitty. Col. A. A. E..
C.B.E.. D.S.O.
Kenyon. Major T.» T.D.
Mines. Lt.Col. R. C. E.. M.B.E.
Kershaw, M. F.. Esq.
Neve. Capt. R. W.. M.C..
Knight. Malor G. .B.. T.D.
Newall. Capt. M. R. M
Lees. Lt.Col. R. M.
Newbold. Major N
Leigh. Capt. P.. M:C.
LewisBarned, Major De S. H..
O'Dowda, Lt.Gen. Sir James W.. K.C.B.
M.C.. J.P.
'
C.S.I., C.M.G.
Leigh. Malor I. T.
Osborne. Maior E. C. S.
Love. Maior R.
Pearce. N. C.. Esq.
Lovell, Lt.Col. I. R.
Pickering, R
Esq.
Lygo, Capt. J.
Pond, Major B. A., M.B.E.
Pulverman. Col. R. O.. O.B.E.
Macklin, Lt.Col. P. H., O.B.E.
Pybus. Capt. I. D.
Macmillan, Ma). H. A.

Reeves. Major E. G.
Riddell, Maj.Gen. R. A.. C.B.E.
St. Croix. MaJ. V. C.
Schooling, R. F.. Esq.
Scott, Lt.Col. H. E.
Scull, Major D. S
Sharpin, Lt.Col. E. A.
Shaw. Major P. E. M., T.D.
Short. Major J. D. K.
Smith. M. J.. Esq.
Snelgrove. Major J. S. N.
Stanyon, Maior T. T. W.
Stephens. Capt. S. V.
Stock. Capt. P. R., M.B.E.
Stocker. Malor I. D.. M.C., T.D.
Stoneham, Maior B. J. R.
Stringer, Commander G. N. P., O.B.E.
Tarver, Capt. C. L.

Taylor, E. A., Esq.
Theobald. Lt.Col. F. K.. M.B.E.. T.D.
Tong, Lt.Col. R. P.. O.B.E.
Upton, Malor T. V., M.B.E.
Waring, Lt.Col. A. R. H., T.D.
Waring. Malor H. B. H.. M.B.E.
Warner, Lt.Col. J. K.. M.C.. T.D.
Weymouth, Malor G. U., M.B.E.
Whitty, H. R., Esq.
Wilson. Maior J. B.
WingfieldStratford. Col. G. E..
C.B.E.. M.C.
Winstanley. Malor I.. M.C.. T.D.
Winstanley, Maior R. G.
Wood. Major D. W. J.. T.D.
Woolstencroft. Capt. D. H.
Woodman. Major E. G., M.C.
D.F.C.. R.N.

GUESTS OF THE REGIMENT
Colonel The Rt. Hon. Lord Cornwallis, K.B.E., M.C.,.J.P., Her Majesty's Lieutenant of the County
of Kent.
'MajorGeneral V. Boucher. C.B.. C.B.E., Colonel, The Buffs (Royal East Kent Regiment).
Colonel H. R. Grace, O.B.E., Brigade. Colonel, Home Counties Brigade.
Maior E. G. Cox, M.C., The Buffs (Royal Last Kent Regiment).
Malor A. K. Hind, T.D., R.A.P.C.
Capt. The Rev. I. F. N. Jones (Chaolaln, Royal New Brunswick Regiment).
Commander I. C. Allan, R.N. (Rtd.).
A. P. Hay, Esq.. C.V.O.. T.D., Comptroller. Household of H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent.
Lady Constance MllnesGaskell, C.V.O., LadyinWaiting to H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent.

REGIMENTAL "AT HOME"
The "At Home" was held at the Savoy Hotel on Friday, 13th May, 1960.
The following were present:—
MajorGeneral and Mrs. Talbot
Lt.Col. and Mrs. Edwards
Major and Mrs. Elgood
Mrs. P. Brooks
Lt.Col. and Mrs. Fawcett
Lt.Col. and Mrs. Buckle
Lt.Col. and Mrs. Gwilliam
Dr. and Mrs. Baines
Brigadier and Mrs. Hibbert
Malor and Mrs. CalverJones
Major and Mrs. Hind
Capt. and Mrs. Clarke
Brigadier and Mrs. Jackson
Colonel and Mrs. Clay
Major and Mrs. S. H. De Lewis
Lady Coldstream
Barned. and Mrs. Clauson
Lt.Col. G. B. Courthey. M.B.E., M.C
, Lt.Col., Mrs. and Miss Lovell
Major and Mrs. Dufheld
I Mrs. J. Latham
Lt.Col. and Mrs. Eason

PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS
Extracts from London Gazette
REGULAR ARMY
Lt.Col. A. J. M. Flint, M.B.E. (64618) to be Supernumerary
to Establishment, 9th May, 1960.
Capt. D. P. I. Campbell (339562) to be Maj., 24th April,
1960.

S.S.R.C.
23735590 Cadet Jesse Martindale (464387) to be 2/Lt., 5th
March, 1960 (Direct Entry).
2/Lt. M. Archer (457672) to be Lt. 1st. May, 1960.
2/Lt. A. J. Andrews (458295) to be Lt. 28th April, 1960.

National Service List
23631376 Cadet Michael Frederick KERSHAW (464373)
to be 2/Lt. 5th March, 1960.

Regular Army Reserve of Officers
(Class III)
Lt. G. V. A. Buss (443051) from A.E. Res. of Offrs. N. S.
List to be Lt. 4th May, 1960, retaining his present
seniority.
Lt. M. G. Forsyth (443062) from A.E. Res. of Offrs. N.S.
List to be Lt. 4th May, 1960, retaining his present seniority.
The undermentioned Lieutenants from A.E. Res. of
Offrs. N.S. List to be Lieutenants 21st April, 1960, retaining
their present seniority :—
R. M. Hunter (442829), P. J. C. James (442239), B. E. B.
Jones (442831).
Lt. J. V. Ellwood (443060) from A.E. Res. of Offrs. N.S.
List to be Lt. 21st April; 1960, retaining his present
seniority.

Mrs. F. W. Lovell
Maior and Mrs. Macmillan
Lt.Coh and Mrs. Macklin
Lt.Col. and Mrs. Mines
Capt. and Mrs. Neve
Lt.Gen. Sir lames and Lady O'Dowda,
and Dr. Paulette O'Dowda
Col. and Mrs. Pulverman
Malor and Mrs. PelhamReid
MaiorGeneral and Mrs. Riddell
Mrs. P. M. Robinson

Mrs. Wilfred Rowe
Lt.Col. and Mrs. Sharpltn
Capt. and Mrs. Stephens
Malor. Mrs. and Miss Stoneham
Mrs. SinclairStevenson
Mrs. Rodney Style
Mrs. Tlnsley
Major and Mrs. Waring
Mrs. G. U. Weymouth
Malor and Mrs. R. G. Winstanley
Mrs. Wilberforce

Army Emergency Reserve of Officers
Lt. I. E. A. Barclay (442206) from A.E. Res. of
List to be Lt. 16th March, 1960, retaining
seniority.
Lt. P. R. Heywood (452638) from A.E. Res. of
List to be Lt. 10th March, 1960, retaining
seniority.

Offrs. N.S.
his present
Offrs. N.S.
his present

TERRITORIAL ARMY

Captain Gerald Douglas Stewart (314066) (late R.A.S.C.)
(retd.) to be Lt. 6th November, 1959, with seniority
8th May, 1948.
Capt. C. A. Innes (407479) is granted the acting rank of
Major 25th January, 1960.
Capt. (Actg. Maj.) J. CalverJones (357829) to be Major
22nd April, I960, with seniority 31st August, 1959.

Territorial Army Reserve of Officers

Capt. (Hon. Maj.) J. C. Rietchell, T.D. (93819) having ex
ceeded the age limit, ceases to belong to T.A. Res. of
Offrs. 18th May, 1960, retaining the hon. rank of Maj.

^

'

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear Sir,
Thank you all very much for the Floral Tribute that
was sent to me on my very sad day.
I was deeply moved by the thoughtfulness shown by
everyone who contributed to the tribute.
Mr. Fred Jarmain who was one of my late husband's
closest friends, both in Army and private life, attended the
funeral which was held at Barkingside Cemetery, Ilford.
Thanking you all once again,
Yours sincerely,
OLIVE BURTON
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News

from

i st BATTALION

E

VERY month when the
Editor jostles us for our
contribution we sit and stare
at a blank sheet of paper and
try to remember what has
happened of note in the
Battalion during the past few
weeks : every month we
resolve to keep a running
diary so that this sort of
thing shall not happen, again:
every month we fail to do so.
Sometimes there are events of
major importance on which
we can happily spread our
selves without having to go
into too much detail about
the more routine affairs : at
other times nothing of this
kind offers itself and with the
help of the Adjutant and the
I.O. we really have to do some
research. This is one of the
other times.

April has in fact been a very busy month for most of
us, but it has been a month of preparation rather than
of achievement. Annual Classification begins in May and
the preliminary training has been in full swing, pokey drill,
25 yards' range firing and so on. Battle Efficiency Tests
have also been taking place under the watchful eye of
S.S.I. Patterson. For some time the C.O. was intrigued
to see S.S.I. Patterson being carried about the barracks
by various members of the Sergeants' Mess : it then
transpired that, having had his bicycle stolen, he had
decided on this method of transport to and from his
quarters under the guise of passing out his confreres in
the " Carry."
From 18th to 22nd April, the rifle companies and
Support Company were in camp on the Stanford training
area, where they carried out five days' concentrated com
pany group training. The weather was fine and some very
useful training was achieved.
Preparations for Trooping the Colour on 10th June
are now getting into their stride. The R.S.M. has set
up his operational headquarters in the Operations Room,
complete with blackboards and a large scale model of
the parade ground on which are depicted lines, markers,
flags and key personnel represented by coloured bottle
tops. The Battalion has already carried out a number
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of parades on Sir John Moore Plain and steady progress
is being made.
We have had a sporting success in winning the
Shorncliffe Garrison Football Cup, thus getting the name
of the Regiment inscribed upon it for the first time in
spite of previous attempts by both 1st and 2nd Battalions
before the war. In the Eastern Command rugby finals
we met 1st Bn. The Duke of Wellington's Regiment, and
although our side played one of its best games this season
they were too good for us. We entered a team in the
Eastern Command fencing championships and won two out
of six contests : Mr. John Gerelli put up a creditable per
formance in the individual championship.
Company athletic meetings have now begun, with a
view to selecting a Battalion athletics team. It is too early
yet to forecast what talent we have. Cricket trials have
also begun.
We were very glad to have Maj. Spring and a party
of cadets from Alleyns School, Dulwich, staying with us
for a few days and hope we were able to give them some
useful help with their training.
Peter Elfendi, of 11th Bn. The King's African Rifles
(commanded by Lt.Col. John Manners), who is an attach
ment to us before going on a signals course at Hythe, has
been very successful in his results on the unit signals
cadre. We are very glad to have him with us and expect
that he will have little difficulty in passing in to Hythe.
At our Guest Night in the Officers' Mess this month
we had the great pleasure of entertaining the District Com
mander, Maj.Gen. P. Gleadell, C.B.E., D.S.O., our Brigade
Colonel, Col. H. R. Grace, O.B.E., Maj. E. G. Cox, M.C.,
commanding Depot, The Buffs, Maj. M. R. H. Stopford,
lately Brigade Adjutant, and a number of other officers.
The Band was in excellent form and refused to be put
off by the enthusiastic efforts of our guests at wielding
the baton.
Departures this month include Capt. Charles Tarver,
who is on a course at the Intelligence Centre before taking
up an appointment at G.S.O. 3 (Intelligence) in Northern
Ireland : Kentish fish breathe the equivalent of a sigh
of relief whilst their Irish colleagues are practising escape
and evasion. Mr. Peter Valpy has left us on the conclusion
of his National Service and we wish him every good fortune
in civilian life. Sgt. (Brian) Taylor has taken over from
C.S.M. King as our Special Recruiter at Chatham, where
we hope he will continue the good work.
We have prised Maj. Denis Campbell out of the
Depot again, chiefly so that he can live with the paint
in the Officers' Mess, the colour of which he is alleged to
have chosen — Capt. Tarver says that he has never seen
salmon that pink.
Maj. Campbell has command of
Support Company until he too leaves us in May to attend
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a Ground Liaison Officers' course.
We should like to
welcome back Maj. Derek Scull from Hong Kong : he
has relieved Capt. Ken Dodson as O.C. " D " Coy. and
Maj. Geoff Winstanley as P.M.C. Welcome too, to Mr. Jim
Martindale, who has joined us from Mons. O.C.S.: his stay
will not be long as he has just passed the Regular Com
missions' Board and will be going to the R.M.A., Sand
hurst, in September. C.S.M. Bradshaw we are glad to see
back from the Depot in time to assist with Classification
and the training of the Battalion shooting team.

including the Queen's Own being stationed in France.
Counter invasion was impossible without air support. This
an enemy device, attached to the radar station at Bulbar
row, Dorset, made impossible, for it homed missiles on to
any intruding aircraft. Before the Fantasian Forces could
be driven from Britain, a raiding party from our Battalion
received orders to destroy the radar station and capture
the device for examination by British scientists. This, the
story of Exercise "March Brown" and the reason for 3
Platoon's trip.

Congratulations to : Capt. Gerry Cleaver and Sgt.
Tidy on obtaining " B " on their signals course at Hythe
and to Capt. Cleaver again on his promotion; to Sgts. Clark
and Vale on their promotion; to Capt. and Mrs. Phil Good
win on the birth of a son; and to Cpl. and Mrs. Cooper
on the birth of a daughter; to Capts. Ken Dodson and John
Norton on passing the Staff College Examination.

Having arrived at the Joint Services Amphibious War
fare Centre, the Platoon drew bedding and adjusted itself
to life in a Marine Camp. Even the language seemed
strange, the cookhouse being a galley, while going down
town for a drink is known for some quite inexplicable
reason as "going ashore". This little expedition was voted
a great success by all who took part, marching songs being
well rehearsed, some success in fraternisation with the
native population being achieved, and the local waters
found quite fit for human consumption.
It was a bleary eyed platoon that arrived at the 'Hard'

EXERCISE MARCH

BROWN

Readers will have read elsewhere in the 1st Battalion
Notes frequent references to Exercise March Brown. This
was a lest exercise set by HQ. 19 Infantry Brigade Group
(under which formation 1st Battalion The Queen's Own
Royal West Kent Regiment is serving) and in which every
platoon in the Brigade completed at different times.
Platoons were put ashore in the Poole area of Dorset
by "Gemini" assault boats manned by the Royal Marines,
at late night. They then set off for an objective about 23
miles away to the North, where an enemy raider instal
lation had to be attacked and a piece of secret new equip
ment removed from the Radar Site and brought back to
a Rendezvous on the coast the following night when the
platoons were taken off by submarine (this being repre
sented by a unit 3 ton vehicle).
Although all the platoons from the Batlalion did well,
it was decided that No. 7 Platoon of 'C' Company, com
manded by 2/Lt. Schooling with Sgt. Lowe as Platoon
Sergeant had put up the best show and they were adjudged
winners.
The following is one platoon's account of their patrol—
and the preparations that led up to its successful comple
tion.
3 Platoon in Dorset
At last the days of preparation planning, briefing,
practise, marches and rehearsals were over. For after
travelling the 200 miles from Shorncliffe to Poole Harbour
by lorry, 3 Platoon, 21 men under 2/Lt. Gerelli and Sgt.
Elkington, had arrived in Dorset. Dorset which Hardy
describes as
"One of those sequestered spots outside the gates of
the world, where may usually he found more medi
tation than action; and more listlessness than medi
tation."
But for 3 Platoon, A Company, Dorset held little of
either meditation or listlessness in store; instead there was
the action of Exercise "March Brown". Fantasian Forces
had occupied Southern England, certain British Troops

IRIS
Amphibious Training in Dorset
the next morning to receive instruction on landing craft.
A gigantic Marine N.C.O., who looked quite capable of
capturing both Burma and Errol Flynn single handed, soon
appeared and rectified this.
Under his urging the platoon packed itself into a land
ing craft drawn up on the beach, then doubled out to take
up defensive positions. The craft was a motorised barge
with bows which let down to form a ramp. It was armour
plated, seating a fully equipped platoon facing forward.
The Marine was a specialist who demanded that things be
done his way, which was speedily and perfectly. Perfection
was achieved by practice.
The platoon then moved on to "Geminis," these were
small rubber craft, powered by an outboard motor. The
type seen carried a fully equipped section.
In sudden genial move the Marine N.C.O. ordered,
"Stand easy," this turned out to be a N.A.A.F.I. break,
but fearing that the water might turn their bundles of
notes into pulp, noone had brought any money.
The period of ease soon ended. The Platoon boarded
a landing craft and set off to practise landings. During the
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journey, two men at a time got a chance to see how a
Gemini can really move when lightly laden.
Then with a section apiece in Geminis and one in the
landing craft, landings were practised. Cpl. Brown soon
learnt that if one does not jump off the ramp correctly a
bath results. This valiant, if wet. Corporal suffered again
when launching a Gemini. The Marine in charge insisted
"Don't gel aboard until the engine starts". The engine was
reluctant, the water gets deeper and the Corporal was not
very tall.
But back once more at camp all changed into dry
clothes. Weapons were cleaned and a hot meal enjoyed.
Next came a final briefing, a few hours sleep and then

demonstration of the company in attack, which we staged
for the rest of the battalion, with the help of some of
" C" Coy and various oddments from the great chocolate
eating group, Sp. Coy. Everyone seemed quite pleased
with the final result, and we wish we could have seen it
ourselves. Being in the middle of the arena, of course, we
couldn't see the wood for the trees.
The final training fling for a while took place in
Stanford, where we spent five days brushing up on company
training. A rather wearying trip to Norfolk on Easter
Monday started us off on the right frame of mind and
one can only thank goodness that the weather was decent.
The slaughter on the roads during this week was immense;
at least two lambs walking under the wheels of the M.T.
without their mothers consent, and giving a welcome
addition to the rations.
The poachers of the company were soon persuaded
that the game laws are meant to be obeyed, although the
strain on L.Cpl. Stolton was soon evident.
You had
literally to watch where you were walking or you would
have trodden on a pheasant.
And what of the future ? Drill parades until June
10th, interspersed with days on Hythe ranges, seems to
be the order of the day. So here's to the open air life
and a good suntan.

" B " COY.
Em harking for an operation
with all kit packed and magazines loaded, the platoon was
at last ready to commence the exercise.
18.30 hrs., and in three Geminis the platoon was safely
under way from the Marine Hard at Poole. Canute and his
Danes, also bent on raiding, had sailed these very waters
in A.D. 1015. And so putput up the river for nearly an
hour.
The Marine Crewmen simultaneously turn the bows of
the three craft towards the shore. Heads and weapons are
kept low, then on the order "Troops away" all are ashore
in a landing in best Marine fashion.
Defensive positions are taken up, but the landing is
unopposed. By 19.30 hrs. the platoon is on the road for
the march to Bulbarrow, while the craft which had served
it so well slip quietly back to base.

"A" COMPANY
This month has seen many changes in " A " Coy.,
some that have been foreseen, and some unexpected. Sgt.
Vale (exAntiTank PI.) has joined us as Sgt. Elkinton's
relief, and new arrivals Ptes. Tuck, Cassidy, Downes and
Heyes are also settling in. 2Lt. Gerelli is now away on
a parachute course, before leaving the Army, and we have
said goodbye also to Cpl. Horton and Messrs. Brown,
Burchell and Ransley, of N.S. Gp. 58.07. One of this
number, L.Cpl. Remedios, decided, literally at the last
minute, that he couldn't face the prospects of sitting at
a desk and wearing a white collar, so he decided to throw
in his lot with us permanently.
The two main events of the month were, firstly, a

Since we last wrote, there have been some changes in
our ranks. We have lost L.Cpl. Tony Lunn and " Atte "
Atkins, who have gone on demob; we are all sorry to see
them go, but we now feel sure that the C.S.M. will have
a few more of his own cigarettes to smoke. To take our
old warriors' places, Pte. Lort has joined us from the last
Draft and Pte. Woodward from the Officers' Mess. Lort
is being initiated into the wiles of the Coy. office, while
" Woodie " Woodward has disappeared into the seclusion
of Pte. (Flash) Rye's pamphlet library, only to be seen
on rare occasions. The big event of the month was the
recent promotion of Tom Brown to L.Cpl.; as somebody
said. "'They must have been pushed," but congratulations,
Tom. We now have in the stores the firm of " Brown and
Brown (C.Sgt. and L.Cpl.).
This last month has seen the dispersal of another
draft, who we feel sure are glad that the three arduous
weeks' training in " B " Coy. have finished.
One of the
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most extraordinary things was that after a 28mile bash
not one ventured to go sick — perhaps it might be said
that Mother Depot is breeding them tougher nowadays.
Included in the Coy. training this month were the Battle
Efficiency Tests. The Permanent Staff shuddered to hear
this news, whereas the 'Draft, in their blessed ignorance,
enquired what all the fuss was about. They now under
stand. However, on the " twomile dash," the Permanent
Staff in a body, arrived ahead of the majority of the Draft,
which must go to prove something, but we are not quite
sure what. We have at present an N.C.O.s' Cadre in full
swing. They are kept pretty busy with plenty of shanks'
pony, and have just completed two exercises, during which
in each they had to march and fight over a distance of
some 50 miles in 36 hours. The N.C.O.s are all looking
a bit weary now, but someone will have to think of some
thing a bit more difficult as they are still so cheerful.
During the second exercise (called ExMay Flower for some
reason) the entire Coy. H.Q. and Permanent Staff spent 36
hours out in the wilds between Eastbourne and Crow
borough acting as enemy to the Cadre. Ptes. Woodward
and Trotl represented two "special" nuclear professors
that the Cadre had to rescue from enemy hands and get
out of the country. Naturally they were successful. Ptes.
Trott and Hollingsworth passed a comfortable night, prior
to the former's capture in a cosy disused pigsty belonging
to a hospitable farmer, whilst the rest of us shivered in
our wet clothes in less luxurious areas.
A party of Alleyn School C.C.F. has been spending
the past two weeks with us, and we all hope that they
have enjoyed their stay, and at least some of them might
be considering returning to us in a few years time for a
somewhat longer stay — say six years for example.

"Q" COMPANY
Company H.Q.
The pressure of work eased off after the company
completed their strenuous exercise at Poole in Dorset and
we take this opportunity to congratulate No. 8 Platoon
on winning the intercompany competition. It was a brave
and noteworthy effort on the part of the platoon and only
goes to show that these chaps have guts and determination
when the occasion demands.
Battle Efficiency Tests, that's the cry of today, and
even the portly shape of the Coy. Sgt.Maj. can be seen
louring the country lanes on the Romney Marsh doing
his nine miles in two hours. Due to a slight error on the
part of the C.S.M., the group who did the march with
him also did an extra mile for good measure. There can
be little doubt that his ability to assess distance on a map
is questionable. Perhaps it's just as well that he did not
participate on MarchBrown.
We congratulate Sgt. F. Lowe on the birth of a son
and hope its the first of many ! Congratulations also, to
our Coy. Commander, Capt. Goodwin, on the birth of
another son. With spring in the air and young men's
fancies we report the following marriages and proposed
marriages : Pte. Downs was married at Ashford recently,
Pte. Park is waiting leave to take the plunge next week
with Ptes. Hamman and Kibble running neck and neck
for some early date in June.
With a vision of Stanford Practical Training Area

in mind and only two days away, we close this month's
edition, hoping that some person will contrive to do some
thing of note so we can mention it in next month's edition.
8 & 9 Platoon
The platoon started the month off with training con
sisting mainly of lectures and getting fit for Exercise
MarchBrown. We set out for Poole, in Dorset, on Tues
day, 22nd March, and arrived about four in the afternoon.
The next day we found ourselves training with the Marines
on landing craft, which all the platoon enjoyed very much.
The moans and groans of Pte. Tom Wickens could be
heard as he hit the beach and got rather wet. That
night we were taken up a river and landed quite dry for
the start of Exercise MarchBrown.
The morale of the platoon was very high until Pte.
Dave Jarvis was involved in an accident. As it turned out
it was not serious, but it shook us up at an early stage.
Anyhow, we arose to the occasion of the exercise and
sped through the dark Dorset night. We won, of course !
The rest of our training has been to prepare us for
the Range Classification Course in May with plenty of
Weapon Training and Pokey Drill. We had to say goodbye
this month to L.Cpl. Ted Gunn and Pte. Tom Hawkins.
Good luck to both of you in civvy street.
Somehow or other we missed going to press last month
so we begin this month with a hail and a farewell. Mr.
Smith joined as Platoon Comander at the end of February,
immediately following his Netherhavon course, and has
been trying unsuccessfully to get a week's leave ever since—
doubtless to get over Ihe shock of wearing boots again
after his efforts at desk polishing for the last 18 months or
so. Our farewell concerns Sgt. Taylor who left so quickly
he hardly had time to say goodbye; we all thought he had
gone on leave again but, alas, he has departed to under
take the task of special recruiter in the Chatham area—we
wish him the best of luck and hope to see the results of his
work in the near future. Sgt. Laming has now returned to
us from "B" Company where he has been assisting in con
tinuation training and, now that he is Platoon Sergeant, he
too has celebrated by putting on boots again; and our
"newest" arrival, back again after a considerable absence,
is Cpl. Phillips who we hope has not grown too rusty
while he has been away.
Last month we all spent ten days in Dorset on a dis
used R.A.F. radar site acting as enemy to the rifle platoons
on Exercise "March Brown"; however, thanks to the efforts
of various individuals, the camp became quite "liveable in"
and the only person who really suffered was Cpl. Ongley;
he, poor chap, had to exist on only four meals a day in a
cosy little camp at Poole.
Back at Moore Barracks again, we supplied ,the
majority of a Quarter Quard for the visit of the Army
Commander and proved once again that when its smart
ness you're after call sign five can produce the answer. As
a result of this, Mr. Smith has been flooded with so many
72 hour passes to sign that he very rarely sees his Platoon
on parade.
Finally we wish the best of luck to two members of the
Platoon who will be away from us for a little while— Cpl.
Morton, who is at Netherhavon, and Pte. Roake who by
the time these notes are published, will have tied the knot.
We hear that Roake is taking his honeymoon at East
Wretham!
One, Shot, Over,
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" D " COMPANY
During last month "D" Company has taken part in
Exercise "Scapa" which was a Battalion Air Loading and
Movement Exercise, and Exercise "March Brown". The
latter, which was a Platoon Exercise, was held in Dorset
and congratulations are extended to No. 12 Platoon for
coming second in the competition. Only four marks sepa
rated them from the winnng platoon.
B.E. tests and preparation for the Annual Range Classi
fication are now the order of the day. Ceremonial Drill is
also being feverishly practised and the Battalion will Troop
the Colour for our ColonelinChief on IOth June.
We welcome 2/Lt. Martindale to "D" Company and
hope he will have a long and happy stay with us.

10 Platoon
This has been a busy month; the Company has settled
down to a true Platoon organisation, even so our numbers
are low.
The month began successfully for 10 Platoon with the
Patrol Exercise for which we were awarded a Silver Bowl
and a large iced cake. The time between this competition
and next the Brigade Exercise in Dorset was filled with
"Standby" activities which entailed the Company being at a
high state of readiness to move. Our performance in the
Brigade Exercise was not as good as it might have been due
to driving rain and high, fierce winds, but all members of
the Platoon did well in these circumstances.
The latter part of the month has been spent rehearsing
for the Trooping the Colour to be held in June; training on
the 30 range in preparation for Battalion Classification
which will take place in May. Battle Efficiency tests are
with us again, the Platoon has done very well so far with
very few failures; this is the last time Mr. Barnes will write
for 10 Platoon as he is being posted to HQ. as an Ad
ministrative Officer. He bids farewell to 10 Platoon after
spending a happy year with them both at home and abroad.
Mr. Martindale is the new Platoon Commander, we
wish him the best of luck in this appointment.

12 Platoon
The beginning of the month saw the Platoon partaking
in the Battalion Patrol Exercise, in the preparation for the
Brigade Exercise at the end of the month.
The Platoon was landed at Plucks Gutter and we
marched around East Kent during the night putting in an
attack near Canterbury and reaching Dengwood just before
dawn. After rather an uncomfortable day in the wood we
marched on again to the south coast crossing over the Hythe
canal by devious methods.
Between this exercise and "March Brown" we had a
week as duty Company and then a week of training. We set
olf for Pocle on a lovely Sunday morning, the first day of
Spring, and the weather fortunately kept fine for the whole
of the exercise although we all became soaked playing the
Navy's game "Messing about in boats". But despite this we
came second in the competition.
Pte. Perrett was the only member of the Platoon to
leave during March and we all wish him well in Civvy
Street.

SUPPORT COMPANY
Once again this month the Company cculd be seen
moving about Stanford Practical Training area in Norfolk.
The move to Norfolk being on Easter Monday made it a
short break for all concerned. The move proved rather
hard work again for C./Sgt. RossGower and his ever faith
ful storemen Ptes. Baxter and Leggatt—how they wish for
the peaceful times of Cyprus.
The main attraction at Stanford was, of course, the
nearby village of East Wretham. This village consisted of
one shop, one public phone box and one public house. The
public house being the main R.V. for the lads.
Pte. Davies, who for 21 months has been the Company
arms storeman, is due to leave us shortly, in his place we
welcome Pte. Belcher. Into the Company Office we welcome
Pte. Atkinson who is in training for the position of Com
pany clerk when Pte. Brock retires after two years service—
very shortly.
Capt. P. S. Leigh, M.C., has now left us to take over
the duties of Officer i/c the P.R.I, as a full time job. Just
before Capt. Leigh left us we said cheerio to his batman,
Pte. Hearn, who we wish the best of luck in Civvy Street.
The Company is being split up for a month or so, to
fulfil the various jobs in and around Kent. Mr. Smith will
be taking half the Company to Chatham where we under
stand he will be helping lo give a demonstration in a
month's time. The remainder of the Company being split
up to help form the guard for the Trooping the Colour in
June.
Most of the Company have completed their battle
efficiency tests with great relief, and hoping that they will
be forgotten next year. The next thing of interest being
the Company shooting classification in June.
We welcome to the Company Maj. D. P. 1. Campbell,
our new Company Commander.
AntiTank Platoon
The first important event was firing the 106mm. Anti
Tank Weapons on the range at Lulworth; most successfully
in spite of zeroing difficulties.
Thence to an existence on scale rations at Stanford
with the remainder of the Company. Stanford—a place
admirably suited to a Practical Training area, but suffi
ciently isolated to make the trip into Norwich most enjoy
able.
During this month we have had new members of the
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Platoon introduced to their weapons and everyone has
worked a great deal at gun drill preparatory to T.O.E.T.
part of which have been completed.

happy note therefore we must close for this month as it
is time for our daily period of Pokey Drill.
Consumatum Est.

Many of us have taken courses in air portability,
fencing, etc. and a mysterious Sanitary course which
euphemistic description belies its concern with the capacity
of latrines.

M.T. Section

We have struggled with the rest through the B.E. tests
and taken part in a quick move through the West Kent
towns of the whole battalion.

H.Q. COMPANY
Company H.Q.
April has been a relatively quiet month with the
battalion standing by for immediate worldwide service.
This has meant that large numbers of HQ. Company have
lost weekends so that there were always enough men ready
to fly off if needed. Otherwise we have been mainly con
cerned with "pokey drill" and 30 yards range practise in
readiness for rifle and brcn classification next month.
The Company Commander has been dashing off to
North Wales regularly where he will be Chief Instructor of
the cadet camp at Kinmel Park with a large number of
soldiers from the battalion in July and August.
We have just lost two of our "old soldiers" namely
Cpl. Roger Stannard and L./C'pl. Rees, who have left us
for the outside world of Civvy Street. We wish them all
the 'best, also Pte. Johnny Swift, the Company Com
mander's batman, who has been discharged after spending
most of his three years batting for various officers in
the battalion. In their places we welcome Pte. John Manuel
(from the Depot) as our new Company Clerk, Pte. Lyndsell
to the Company Stores and Pte. Stonham as the Company
Commander's batman. We hope their stay with us will be
happy. We congratulate Cpl. Wright and L./C'pl. Walt on
their well deserved promotion.
The Arms storemen have been busy during the last few
weeks, issuing out weapons for Pokey Drill, the 30 yards
range, and the annual B.E. tests which everyone has
recently been doing, but, under the watchful eye of the
C.S.M., they have not yet managed to lose any. On this

FOREMOST FOR FORD

Since the middle of March we have had a busy and
interesting month, much work has been done and many
miles have been completed. Those driving the rifle com
panys down to Poole and back found the rest of the M.T.
Section busy with their own scheme, "Operation Wood
pecker", a devilish idea devised by the M.T.O. Even the
Company Orderly Sergeant (Roger) toiled and sweated for
an hour or two to earn himself some driver training. As
soon as this scheme finished we started another—the con
struction of a particularly dangerous looking hairraising
device—to be used for a ramp. This, when built, is to
provide practice for drivers in backing up ramps of 15°
so they will become proficient in loading vehicles into air
craft. We await complete construction with apprehension
before commiting our views.
The R.E.M.E., busy as usual with repairs and main
tainance, finished the one outstanding modification on the
Bedford ThreeTonners, the shortening of the exhaust unit,
by the second week in March. The halfton trailers have
had convoy lights fitted at 14 Command Workshops, Ash
ford. and two Landrovers had new engines fitted in them.
As usual Bob Divers was kept busy beating out dents in
various waggons—not to mention of course Wings Jeffreys"
long wheel base Landrover—we were pleased to hear the
C.O. remained unscathed.
Three teams were entered in a rally organised by the
Forces' Motoring Club in Hertfordshire. We have not had
the results as yet, but hope to have won the team event. In
the sporting field, three members of the section helped the
Battalion to a convincing win in the Garrison Cup Final,
Arthur Weston, Don Cccozza and Bill Took. The latter
two played an outstanding game. We all wish 'Ginger'
Hamilton luck with his beloved golf in the Army Open
Championship at Sandwich next month.
We have heard it said by the driver trainees who
have just passed out that as the internal combustion
engine only produces its maximum efficiency over a limited
range of revolutions a gearbox is necessary so that the
energy may be transmitted to the road wheels to meet
varying conditions of load, i.e. gradients, etc.—so what, we
stiil crash 'em!
We congratulate 'Slip' Mahoney on his promotion
once again to the noncommissioned ranks, and this month
we say goodbye to 'Dusty' Kannan who is going to try his
luck in the Parachute Regiment. We are thankful that the
Mekon is still with us (he still has 'yonks' to do) and are
still hoping someone will persuade him to enrol in the
Regular Army so that we shall always be able to finish
these Q.O.G. Notes by concluding with . . .
"The Mekon Fans"
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Signal Platoon
Hello all stations. We are back on net to bring you
news, views and personalities from the Signal Platoon.
First of all we would like to tell you that we came
through the R.E.M.E. inspection with an "Excellent"
grading. The new cadre is going well under the capable
management of the instructors. They are classifying on 22nd
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April. Here's hoping they all pass and become fully fledged
signallers. With the exception of the new cadre the whole
platoon has a fair knowledge of morse, some of them are
now under the instruction of Lt. Cleaver and L./Cpl Cory
Bartlett with his right hand man L./Cpl. Tich Goodge.
We have now got a tape recorder in our possession,
obtained through Regimental Funds. Originally bought for
voice procedure instruction, but so far all we have gained
from it is music (wierd noises) and the Army Act.
We offer our congratulations (Older ones say sym
pathies) to Pte. Tony Play ward on his recent marriage and
hope the amalgamation will be a long and happy one.
Congratulations also go to L./Cpl. Hogan on his recent
promotion.
This month we say a sad farewell to Capt. Tarver
and welcome Lt. Cleaver and Sgt. Tidy. We congratulate
them on getting 'B' gradings at Hythe. We don't know
whether to take this as a compliment or not, but the Signal
Platoon have been chosen to represent HQ. Company at
the Trooping the Colour for H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent,
we will not be on parade as a Platoon but split up amongst
the rifle companies.
It is hoped that in future L./Cpl. Den Judd will refrain
from getting his aerial tangled up in telephone wires, as we
lose more aerials that way than any other way. Improvisa
tion: After leaving his aerial on the vehicle, Pte. Joner
Jones found a piece of aluminium tubing and got through
on that. Cpl. Dick Wallis is walking round with his arm
in plaster; he told us he fell over, but we heard he was
trying to get an aerial reading on a 62 set which had no
aerial.
Through the battalion being on standby there are quite
a few barrack rats in the Platoon. With summer almost on
us we expect this will soon be rectified.
The stores at last is getting a new roof. There is
scaffolding all round the stores, we think it is to keep it
on the ground during R.E.M.E. inspections.
We must close now as the typewriter is groaning in
agony.

18th, 20th, 21st July  Regimental Tent (Mote Park) 
Maidstone.
31st July 
bridge
1st August
3rd August
7th August

Tunbridge Wells 3 p.m. and 7.45 p.m.  Tun
Wells.
 Otford Village Fete  Otford.
 Dover Carnival  Dover.
 "The Bull's" Reunion  Canterbury.

We have not included the odd Dance Band engage
ment or 1st Battalion engagements.
Recent arrivals (Minims) to the fold are Bdsm.
"Budgie" Budgen, "Helen" Troy and Jerry Young. Also
two of our lambs who had left the fold, Cpl. Ken Larkins
and Bdsm. Tom Green, have returned to swell the ranks
still further, so you will see that our numbers are well, up;
in fact we have recently had to move from fours to fives to
avoid the time lag from front to rear when on parade with
the Corps of Drums.
More recent arrivals (Semiquavers) have been a third
daughter to Cpl. "Benjy and Joan Cloke and their first
son to Cpl. "Ginger" and Pat Drakes. We would like to
congratulate them on these happy events.
Bandmaster Albert Henderson, who is now with the
Seaforth Highlanders at Inverness, paid us a visit and
thoroughly enjoyed himself conducting the band in
Leonora No. 3 and Maritana. He looks very well and the
trials and tribulations of being ;a Bandmaster haven't
taken too much toll of his hair, cr aged him prematurely.
At the recent Kneller Hall Dinner and Ball at the Criterion,
Piccadilly, the incidental dinner music was all under the
baton of Student Bandmaster Ron Sandwell; and Mr.
Watkins stated that he acquitted himself extremely well in
the conducting of the Fanfares, Orchestra and Male Voice
Choir in front of such an illustrious gathering of V.I.P.s,
Directors of Music and Bandmasters—well done "The
Queen's Own."
On that fortissimo note 1 will leave you. Don't forget
the extention to the full close.
VI. V. I. IV. 1.
Faggott.

Band
My apologies for missing last month's issue of The
Buster, but we were all away having a spot of leave to
try and put us in good fettle for the coming summer
months which certainly look as if they are going to be
very full indeed. We are already engaged over the Easter,
Whitsun and August Bank Holiday weekends and are now
open to bookings for 1961.
Here is
your diaries
please don't
hear us—we

a list (correct at present) for you to enter in
of engagements for the summer months, and
forget to come along and see us as well as
must try and get an audience somehow!

24th May  Lullingstone Castle  Eynsford.
5th to 11th June  Leas Cliff  Folkestone.
16th to 26th June  Something at Eastbourne.
29th June  Kent County Constabulary Sports  Folkestone.
2nd July  High Sheriff of Kent's Garden Party  Maidstone.
16th July  "The Buffs" At Home  Canterbury.
17th July  The Regimental Reunion  Maidstone.

SERGEANTS'

MESS

There's not been a great ideal of activity in the Mess this
month, mainly due to training commitments which take
our members away from barracks for varying periods.
However, we have managed to run two social evenings
since the last time we went to press, both of which were
enjoyed greatly. The first was brought to an untimely end
by the sudden failure of the electric light, although those
that carried on by candlelight continued to have fun. The
second of the socials followed more orthodox lines, but was
no less enjoyable.
Six new members have joined us, Messrs. Leiper,
Roberts, Lowe, Clark, Vale and Elkington having been
promoted. Sgt. Elkington left us very shortly afterwards,
on joining the S.A.S. Congratulations all, and the best of
luck.
There's been much speculation of late as to who the new
caterer would be when Sammy Kill, who has held the job
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for so long, leaves the service. He's been muttering things
about "days to do" and "I wouldn't stop in the Army now
for anything" and "Roll on when 1 can get me own pub",
etc., etc., etc. Then, out of the blue, he was told he had an
extra 48 days to do, and so signed on for another three
years just to get his own back. Cheer up, Sam, those three
years will flash past, just like all the others have done.

the nature of the evening's activities which although
rather interesting and much appreciated, do not provide
suitable material for writing large essays.

We've been asked to state, officially and categorically,
that there is no truth in the rumour that C.S.M. George
Levett has forsaken the delights of beer drinking and choco
late eating. It's a foul and calumnious imputation, he says.

Dear Sir,
The 25th Annual Dinner of the Garrison of KutEl
Amara was held at the Charing Cross Hotel, W.C.2, on
Saturday, 30th April. Present were Bandmaster Combes,
Messrs. Kingsmill, Hoizmcyer, Chieseman, Fishenden,
Sporle, Freeman, Highsted, Haigh, Murray, H. Morris,
Hockaday, D.C.M. (1st Devons Attached). The total number
at the Dinner was 65. Our number was kept up with the
help of George Chieseman who sent £5 10s for the cost
of the ticket. We are keeping in touch with our Kut com
rades and trying to work out a scheme to give a helping
hand to our pals.
1 am sorry to report that H. Morris had met with a
car accident so was not very active. Doug Holzmeyer had
his ribs in plaster caused by an accident at work and Albert
Playford, D.C.M., was too ill to attend. We wish these mem
bers a speedy recovery. Guest of Honour was The Rt.Hon.
Lt.Col. Lord Walsingham. D.s.o., O.B.E., Commander of
the Norfolk Regiment at Cestiphon and was badly wounded
so did not stop in Kut. He had a couple of good stories tha^
gained great applause. The Kut men are meeting in the
Barracks at the Reunion this year, so if anyone happens to
know of any of our members, please pass it on. .
Yours faithfully,
A. G. Kingsmill

The three rifle companies and Support Company spent
five days at Stanford training area during the month and
a mess was set up there. Who forgot the tap to the bitter
kegs? Still, beer in buckets seems to taste the same. And
so, with thoughts of Trooping the Colour and Tattoos in
Eastbourne uppermost in our minds, we bid you farewell
till next month.

RUGBY

FOOTBALL

We lost the final of the Eastern Command Rugby
Challenge Cup to the 1st Battalion, The Duke of Welling
ton's Regiment, by 24—3. The match was an exciting one
and very even until the last few minutes, Lffien the
"Dukes" scored three times.
The following represented the Battalion: 2/Lt.
Holman, Pte. Jones, Capt. Newall, Capt. Dodson, Cpl.
Tudor, Pte. Skilmaa, Pte. Furlado, Bgt. Taylior, Capt.
Tarver, 2/Lt. Whitty, 2/Lt. Schooling, 2/Lt. Valpy, 2/Lt.
Gillingham, Lt. Champion (Captain), L./Cpl. Hawkins.
This exciting match brought our Rugby season to an
end. We played only twelve games but despite that we won
the Home Counties District Rugby Cup. Having won the
Middle East Cup last year it was disappointing to be
knocked out of the Army Cup in an early round this year,
when we were beaten by 12 S.M.E., at Chatham, whilst
still on disembarkation leave. However we had our revenge
two months later when we beat the same team in the semi
final of the District Cup. In all it was quite a good season
and with some training we should have a good team next
season.

WIVES'

GROUP

This month's Social Evening was held once again in
the Sergeants' Mess on April 12th and those present were
Mrs. Scull, Mrs. Leigh, Mrs. Tarver, Mrs. Hind, Mrs.
Simpson, Mrs. Palmer, Mrs. Thompson, Mrs. Hope, Mrs.
Parker, Mrs Elgood, Mrs. Gwilliam, Mrs. Osborne, Mrs.
Marshall, Mrs. Tidy, Mrs. Blum, Mrs. Lockyear, Mrs.
Mace, Mrs. Potts, Mrs. Vine, Mrs. Gordon, Mrs. Spalding,
Mrs. Healey, Mrs. Gates, Miss Lockyear.
The programme for the evening was almost entirely
devoted to some talks by W.V.S. on Home Defence in
Nuclear Warfare, we all found this interesting and with
the aid of leaflets handed out feel quite competent to be
able to carry out the necessary precautions should we be
unfortunate to be subjected to a Nuclear Attack.
During the Buffet Interval a draw was held and an
Easter Egg donated by Mrs. Elgood was won by Mrs.
Simpson.
These notes are unfortunately rather brief owing to

KUTELAMARA REUNION
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4th/5th BATTALION
COMPETITIONS
First Aid
E promised some account of this event,
though we find
ourselves a little
puzzled to explain why it was not given last
month. To vary the usual programme, the
problem facing the teams in the practical
part of the test was set as a " rescue " prob
lem. Each team having found its way into
a delapidated building, used by the Civil Defence Corps for
training, turned slightly pale on discovering an unconscious
female victim in a hole in the rubble, pinned down under a
large baulk of timber with a gruesomely realistic broken leg
and having been apparently battered into unconsciousness.
They all. however, managed to impress the judges with their
competence in dealing with the situation.

W

We congratulate H.Q. Coy. in once more winning the
competition. They went on to represent the Battalion in
the Brigade Competition, but could not do better than take
third place to 44 (H.C.) Div. Pro. Coy. R.M.P. and 5 Buffs.
Cookery
We have a resounding success to report here. Our
team, consisting of Cpl. Phipps, L./Cpl. Swatling and Pte.
Gowland, went down to Crowborough on 26th/27th March
to compete in the first round of the Div. Cooking Com
petition. In this the task was to produce a midday meal
under operational conditions, of curry and rice, followed by
duff and custard. The team not only had the satisfaction of
seeing their product consumed with great relish by the
Cadets on weekend training, but emerged clear winners to
go on to the Finals. These took place at Guildford on.
10th April, with indoor cookery, mainly the production of
cakes and pastry. In spite of his size, it appears that
Cpl. Phipps has as light a hand with buns as with duff and,
albeit by no great margin, the team carried off the final as
well and brought back a very handsome cup. Well done,
the cooks !
Darts
Companies have been rather secretive about their
efforts in the Annual Darts Competition, so we are only
able to trace, and that not completely, the dogged progress
of "C" Coy. through four rounds to the semifinals, which
were held at Boxley Road, Maidstone, on 10th March.
Here, alas, their progress was arrested by "P" Bty. of the
Kent Yeomanry. Anyway, a gallant effort.

COMMANDO STUFF
On 26th/27th March the Depot tested the security
arrangements at the R.A.F. Station, West Mailing. H.Q.
Coy. provided the attacking force with drivers and wireless
operators. They found, on approach, that the R.A.F. were
a good deal more alert than was expected and the place was
in fact swarming with armed men, war dogs and ablaze with
searchlights. This resulted in a revision of plans and the
launching of a much more vigorous and noisy assault than
had been originally intended. We gather that our volun
teers enjoyed themselves largely and also that the R.A.F.
were beginning to wonder what they had let themselves in
for. We also gather that the Depot stall' were impressed

with the standard of training of H.Q. Coy., but hesitate to
quote the Depot Commander's remarks lest they become
too cocky for words.
4th BATTALION REUNION
About 160 members of the 4th Bn. gathered at Ton
bridge on Saturday. 9th April, for the Annual Reunion. Of
these, 27 were of the First World War and amongst them
was one South African veteran, Mr. A. W. Chapman, of
Tonbridge. The Guest of Honour was Maj.General
D. E. B. Talbot, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C., Colonel of the
Regiment, who, during his speech, said it spoke much for
the fine spirit of comradeship of the Regiment to find, after
40 years, such a gathering of old soldiers of the 191418
War. There was also present Lt.Col. G. E. L. Pardington,
M.B.E., T.D., Honorary Colonel of the 4th,/5th Bn.; Lt.Col.
H. J. Laverty, D.S.O., M.C., who commanded the Battalion
in Burma and at Kohima; Lt.Col. A. R. H. Waring, T.D.,
Officer Commanding 4th/5th Bn.; and Lt.Col. J. K. Warner,
M.C., T.D.; with an excellent buffet provided by Sumners
and Co.. of Tunbridge Wells, and an ample supply of drinks
kept flowing by Mr. Charlie May. Many memories were
revived and many parts of the world revisited again, and
many situations both serious and humorous (mostly
humorous) were recalled.
The Commanding Officer, Lt.Col. A. R. H. Waring,
T.D., said that the 4th Bn. always reminded him of a musical
phrase—Cadenza—meaning " irregular movement from bar
to bar." He also spoke of the training and events in which
the 4th/5th Bn. had taken part in during the past year. He
referred to a remark made by the Colonel of the Regiment
concerning a certain Lady of Kent; as far as the writer
could make out, she was a distant relation of " Lloyd
George."
We would like to say thank you very much to Mr. and
Mrs. May, Cpl. Peter Locke and to Cpl. Ted Heskett for all
their help, particularly to Charlie May and Peter Locke for
the very excellent decorative effect of their labours.

N E W S FROM C O M P A N I E S
" B " COMPANY—ANGLESEA ROAD,
ST. MARY CRAY
By comparison with February, this month has been
quiet for the Company, but although we have not occupied
ourselves with competitions and exercises, we have con
tinued to be very active on drill nights. We were very
pleased to see the Brigade Commander one Thursday even
ing, accompanied by the Brigade Major and Maj. Blake,
who watched a Drill Parade and spoke to many members of
the Company.
We are glad to welcome two new recruits, Ptes. Bean
land and Vallins. Pte. Vallins' father was our Sgt.Major
for many years. Our present strength of O.R.s stands at 37.
Shooting has commenced in earnest and on 13th March
most of us demonstrated our not inconsiderable skill at
Milton. It is pleasing to record that our newer members
obtained some excellent scores.
Our Darts Team has had two matches against Salis
bury's and with one win and a loss a deciding fixture is
being arranged.
We look forward to the April Programme, including

116

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

Ex " Murphy Revisited " which should prove most
enlightening. With little out of the ordinary to report, we
will sign off until next month.

" C " COMPANY—ARGYLE ROAD, SEVENOAKS
Parade evenings during March were devoted mainly to
Civil Defence and First Aid Training with exercise
" Murphy Revisited " in mind, while normal Wpn. Trg. also
continued.
The Brigade Commander visited the Company on
Thursday, 17th March, as also did the Commanding
Officer.
On Sunday, 13th, the Company zeroed rifles and prac
tised on Milton Range—a worthwhile day. Certain Ser
geants, with the cooperation of the Butt Markers, upset
the O.C. by presenting him with about ten " washout "
flags every time he fired at 200 yards.
A small wireless and map reading exercise in the Chip
stead and Riverhead area was carried out on the morning of
Sunday, 20th March, followed after lunch by a short series
of TEWTS in Knole Park.
The first weekend in April saw the Company at Epsom
Army School of Civil Defence looking for Murphy. Murphy
had deserted his debris, but in the small silent hours of the
morning a MacGuffin was heard at a distance.
This exercise was enjoyed by all members in the Rescue
Sections under Sgt. Palmer, but less so by those who were
casualties. After all, hard wet concrete is hard wet con
crete, even after several hours of rest upon it, especially
when it is raining! Capt. Stacey simulated a human
Catherine wheel when a supposedly deaf School worker,
despite Capt. Stacey's extremely loud shouts of alarm, set
off a large bonfire within feet of his face, which was pro
truding from a pile of debris. Bricks and mortar, beams
and baths shot in all directions as he extricated himself from
the debris in a matter of seconds.
"Murphy Revisited" clearly shows the need in the
Company for more practical rescue and First Aid work,
especially the latter. Doubtless, in the real thing, fewer
casualties with fractured skulls would be lifted up on to
stretchers by their hair.
Saturday, 9th April, saw a small party of the Company
carrying out a Recce Exercise with 31 sets in the Sevenoaks
rural and urban areas. All sets worked all the time—in
spite of the operators.
One hundred years ago this spring a local force of Rifle
Volunteers was raised by the then Earl Amherst. We are
the greatgreatgrandchildren of this force, which doubtless
enjoyed some advantages over us. They paraded in their
employers' time, they kept few files and if they ran a Club
it was certainly not subject to the Regular Army for a half
yearly audit of accounts. But, of course, they did Rifle
Drill.

and Pte. Gowland) who won the 44 (H.C.) Div. Cookery
Competition. This was a really firstclass show and though
no marks are available, we understand the victory was by a
comfortable margin. Well done, the cooks. Best of luck
to them in the Command Competition in November.
At the end of March we provided drivers and signallers
to assist the Depot in a " raid " 011 the R.A.F. Station, West
Mailing. While much of the individual detail of the stirring
epic must of necessity remain untold, we hear that the raid
was 100 per cent successful. Everyone appears to have
enjoyed himself and there is, we understand, talk of a sub
scription to provide a wreath (or perhaps a Bowler Hat !)
for the R.A.F. Security Ollicer !
We are very sorry to say goodbye to Pte. Stevens, who
has unfortunately had to leave us.

REGIMENTAL CAR BADGES
The badge is made of heavily chromeplated metal with
the cap badge set in a background of the Regimental
Colours in vitreous enamel.

HEADQUARTER COMPANY—AVEIIURY AVENUE,
TONBRIDGE
During the month we have experienced and survived
(with flying colours) the Annual Adm. Inspection and with
that obstacle behind us we are coming into the home straight
with Camp looming right ahead.
However, stop press and without further delay, we must
congratulate the Bn. Team (Cpl. Phipps, L/Cpl. Swatling

The cost is 26/9 post free. — Apply to the Editor,
"Queen's Own Gazette," Regimental Headquarters, The
Barracks, Maidstone,
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S well as preparations fcr Her Royal Highness The
Duchess cf Kent's visit, preparations for the summer
activities are also being energetically made. In the evenings
Mr. Whitty can be seen surrounded by other members of
the cult playing cricket or having " nets." Prospects for
the game at the Depot are bright and the team will be a
young and not unskilled one. In addition, opposition to'the
game in the form of a late Adjutant has now been safely
removed to Staff College.
Cricket will not be the only sporting highlight. A
permanent summer P.T. display team is going to be formed
under S.S.I. Baker. Already he has a good nucleus to the
team in the shape of L/Cpls. Harlow and Holdway and Pte.
Henson. all of whom have recently done well on P.T.
courses at Aldershot.
During the month there have been many important
events. For purposes of continuity, they are now related
in chronological order.
On the second day of the month an official cocktail
party was given by the Officers. Brig. G. R. G. Bird, the
Deputy Commander, honoured us with his presence, and
Maj. Victor Abplanalp and Maj. Dennis Campbell, joint
P.M.C. at the time, are to be congratulated on the party
and on " Count Esterhazy " which is a superb potion.
The Colonel of the Regiment and Maj.Gen. V.
Boucher, C.B., C.B.E., the Colonel of The Buffs, visited on
the 8th on amalgamation affairs.
On 14th April Vimy PI. and Italy PI. were Passed Out
by the Brigade Colonel, Col. H. R. Grace, O.B.E. He was
most complimentary to the Recruits on the standard of their
Parade and wished them the best of luck in their new
stations at Hamelin and Dortmund. The Regimental Band
was on parade and very well indeed they did, too. We were
also privileged to have as guests on that day Lt.Commander
J. H. Fordham, the Chief Fireman of Kent, and Lt.Col. and
Mrs. Andrews.
The Rev. Tony Good gave an address at the Passing
Out Parade Service. This was the last time he spoke as our
Padre. He has now gone to Reading, where he will have
his own church. We are very grateful for all he has done
for the Depot in the last two years and send very best wishes
to the Rev. and Mrs. Good for the future.
At the Home Counties District Rifle Meeting at Hythe,
the honour of the Regiment at shooting was well upheld by
Cpl. Burden, L/Cpl. Burden and Pte. Kettle. All are to be
congratulated on their awards, and specially Cpl. Burden,
who was the Junior Champion at Arms.
On the same day Cpl. O'Connell, the Regiment's now
almost famous boxer, was boxing at the Empire Pool.
Wembley. Although he did not pull off an A.B.A. title, it
is long since we have had a boxer of his calibre in the
Regiment. His achievement in winning an I.S.B.A. title
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and getting to the A.B.A. semifinals is worthy of the highest
praise.
On the last day of the month the Officers held a second
official party, which was extremely well attended. The
Colonel of the Regiment, The Colonel of The Buffs and the
G.O.C., Maj.Gen. P. Gleadell, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., were
all present. Maj. Victor Abplanalp organised the party and
it was very good to see Maj. Campbell this time without a
burden on his shoulders and in top form.
The following are most heartily and sincerely congratu
lated on their promotion:—
2/Lt. Bateman to Lieutenant.
L/Cpls. Martin, Tite and Holland le Corporal.
Ptes. Liddle, Greenwood, Dawkins, Gliddon and
Rumsley to Lance Corporal.
The following have departed and we thank them for
their hard work and help at the Depot:—
Mr. Prebble, Sgt. Moodie and Cpls. Hare, Prince and
Butler, of the Royal Sussex Regt.; L/Cpls. Mula and Wright,
of The Buffs; C.S.M. Bradshaw to I R.W.K.; Sgt. Silverside
and Ptes. Howcroft and Tickner to civilian life. Sgt.
Silverside has done outstandingly well as a National Service
man and it is hoped that his military career is not finished
but that at a later date he will come back to the Regiment.
We welcome Mr. Kershaw to the Depot as a training
officer while the drafting programme is so heavy, and also
Pte., now L/Cpl. Rumsley from the Infantry Junior Leaders'
Battalion.
The Commanding Officer. Maj. 1. A. Macmillan, has
gone on a week of postings meetings and Command has
devolved upon Maj. Abplanalp. In the meantime, Mr.
Whitty has been acting as Adjutant for a week while the
Adjutant, Capt. Desmond Butler, was away learning
Military Law at D.A.L.S.
Finally, the only sick man in the Depot. Pte. Sanders,
from the Orderly Room, is still in hospital but is out of bed.
It is hoped he will be completely fit again soon.

+

TRAINING COMPANY
Looking through our diary, we find that 7th April
marked the demob, of Sgt. Silverside. We all wish him
the very best of luck in " civvy street."
Mr. Bateman has deservedly been promoted to a full
Lieutenant. We can only hope that we won't see any the
less of his recruiting attempts on pay parade because of this.
The Trg. Coy. Clerk has survived yet another C.S.M.
In W.O.II Bradshaw's place we welcome C.S.M. King,
B.E.M. His main concern so far has been to fill the ranks
with suitable regular soldiers from his H.Q. at Blackheath.
Although we wish him every success in the Depot, he has
already created a major problem—can Cpl. Brooks outlast
him with his demob, so near?
We have the unpleasant task of recording a case of oil
pollution at the Barracks. The " Depot Swan " drank
greedily from a cococola bottle and to his amazement he
discovered that the Barrack Room oil supoly was kept
therein. He could offer no reason for such unaccustomed
taste in liquor, but it is generally suspected that he wanted
to ease his stomach muscles which had borne the brunt of a
Mr. Whitty special in the cricket nets.
Something new at the Depot!! A "barrack room
competition " with £5 as the reward for the winning room.
L/Cpl. Stevens, spurred on, either by his love of money or
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Above: The Brigade Colonel, Colonel H. R. Grace, O.B.E.,
inspecting Vimy Platoon.
Left: Sgt. L. D. Moodie receives the InterPlatoon Shield
from the Brigade Colonel.
Kent Messenger Photographs

by his marital domesticity, turned his room into a nursery
cumhospital ward and carried off the prize.
The enthusiasm various training N.C.O.s show in their
early morning runs has affected the upper class: One occu
pant of the Officers' Mess can now be seen running round
Maidstone on Tuesday and Thursday.
" The Beehive."

SERGEANTS'

MESS

It is with deep reluctance that I decline the invitation
to continue writing notes for the Bn. Mess. Unfortunately
I am held under copyright contract to the Depot and they
are unwilling to waive their rights, to allow me to write for
any other body. Might I suggest you try the popular daily
papers for half shares in their scribes or. failing that, why
not attach an intelligent member to us for a week or two.
With the right training, he may be able to fill the gap
temporarily.
This month has seen very few changes. C.S.M. Bill
Bradshaw and Sgt. Tom Silverside have both left us for the
Battalion and Civvy Street respectively. The latter had quite
a time of it getting to the gates and. in fact, took four days
from the day of discharge to make it. I hope to report his
return next month. Sgt. Brian Taylor can now be seen
often in our location resplendent in his No. 1 Dress, com
plete with " flags crossed recruiting." At present he is
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residing and operating in Chatham, but does pay us frequent
visits which are twofold: (1) To gather a few wrinkles for
C.S.M. King, B.E.M. (2) Experience and tuition with his
driving. Sgt. Don Willis is still unfortunately on com
passionate leave, due to his wife's illness. We wish you well
soon, Mrs. Willis, and hope to see you fit and well, in the
Mess, in the very near future.
Visitations this month include Messrs. Bucknell, Whit
lock and Shoebridge, who, despite the briefness of their stay
here, were most welcome. Mr. Charlie Whitlock attended
our last function in the Mess, and nearly left us short of one
C.S.M. It appears that Charles knew a short cut from
Chatham to Maidstone and proceeded to instruct C.S.M.
Bert King en route. All went well until the road ran out.
After passing between numerous trees, over ploughed fields
and crops, he calmly turned to Bert and said: " Do you
know, 1 have never come this way in a car before." The
driver's comments are not for publication. Sgt. Jim
Shoebridge dropped in to see us on the day following his
discharge from hospital. He looked very weak and under
nourished, and we trust under the tender care of Mrs.
Shoebridge he will soon be back to normal.
Mr. Frank Bucknell's visit coincided with the Band's
visit for the Passing Out Parade, and Frank would not be
convinced they were not for his benefit. In fact, it took
many, many bottles to prevent him taking the salute on the
march past. It has since been confirmed that he returned
to Chatham safely.
Talking of Chatham, if any of our readers are thinking
of spending a day there, if they send a stamped addressed
envelope to C.S.M. Bert King, B.E.M., or Sgt. Paddy Quinn,
they will receive return of post the address of a firstclass
car park. All correspondence should be addressed c/o
Depot and not to the Editor.
R.S.M. Collman has been a grass widower this last
week and can be seen most nights practising his crib or
snooker. Or just watching Ivanhoe, Robin Hood or Pinky
and Perky on the goggle box. We hope Mrs. Collman soon
returns so we can go back to the Cisco Kid and Waggon
Train.
Ugh.

*

OUR

FUTURE

LEADERS

There will be no shortage of good quality leaders for
the Regiment if the present gratifying influx of boys into
The Queen's Own continues.
There is no dcubt that the lure of service in what we
have always regarded as The County Regiment is as strong
as ever now that it is known that there will be but one
crack Regiment for the County.
Nc less than eight " potential R.S.M.'s " are at present
under training at the Infantry Junior Leaders Battalion at
Plymouth. With the benefit of a firstclass military train
ing and general education such as the Junior Leaders
Battalion provides the young members of our Regiment
now at Plymouth can look to the future with enthusiasm
and confidence.
We extend a very warm welcome to the following, all
of whom have recently been visited and personally wel
comed into the Regiment by the Commanding Officer of
the Regimental Depot.
J/Cpl. A. B. Knight from Rainham, due to join us
at Christmas: J/L/Cpl. D. M. Morley from Maiden, who
comes to us in the summer of 1960; M. D. Anderson from
Paddock Wood: S. J. Tilley from Brighton, J. R. Radge
from Maidstone: R. E. Weller from Gravesend and N. W.
F. Setchell from Bromley.

a.
£
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PASTePmm

ASSOCIATION

THE

PAST AND PRESENT ASSOCIATION
AND AMALGAMATION

Maj.Gen. Talbot, in his capacity as Colonel of the
Regiment and President of the Association, addressed the
Meeting.
After explaining how the amalgamation arrangements
were proceeding, he concluded:
"Discussions and relations between us and the Buffs, at
every level from the two Colonels downwards through
the Joint Amalgamation Committee, have proceeded
with the greatest smoothness, friendliness and accord.
This augurs very well for the future of the amalga
mated Regiment—an amalgamation which must and
wiil be a great success. The future Regiment will not
be a new Regiment—it will be a continuation of two
very old and distinguished Regiments."
Turning to the effect of the amalgamation on the Past
and Present Association, General Talbot continued:
"It is a platitude to say that you, and indeed the
Members of all the Branches of The Queen's Own
Royal West Kent Regiment, Past and Present Associa
tion, take a tremendous pride in the fact that you have
served in the Queen's Own. In fact it is because you
have so served that you are members of your Branch
of the Association. You take a tremendous pride in
the Regiment's history, its traditions, its customs and
achievements, and as you represent the "Present"
as well as the "Past" you continue to take the keenest
interest in all the Regiment's activities, and give it as
much support as you can. In fact, no more loyal sup
porters of the Regiment can be found anywhere than
in the ranks of the "Past and Present". If you ask
yourselves, 1 am sure you will all agree that you all
feel a definite SENSE OF RESPONSIBILITY to support your
old Regiment.
It is inevitable and natural that some of us who
have served in the Queen's Own for many years (I my
self have served for 32) should say or feel " I am a
Queen's Own or a Royal West Kent and I do not have
any interest in a new Regiment. The old one was good
enough for me." In my opinion this is a very natural
but nevertheless a very misguided attitude. Why?
Because it is like the man who says "I won't have a
TV—it's new!" or the man who asks "What do I get
out of it?" Because the future Regiment will not be a
new Regiment. It will be an Amalgamated Regiment—
partly Queen's Own and partly Buffs. Its Colours will
bear our old cherished Battle Honours, as well, of
course, as those of the Buffs. Our old customs and
traditions will be carried on. The future Regiment
will bask, as we did, in the reflected glory of the his
tory and achievements of the 50th and 97th and indeed

of all the T.A. and Service Battalions of the Queen's
Own and, naturally, of the Buffs. It will carry on the
County connections of which we are so proud—in fact
the county connection will be strengthened, as it will
no longer be split in two. The future Regiment will
thus be steeped in our old loyalties and the names
and deeds of those who served in our old Regiment
will be cherished in the Amalgamated Regiment.
The "Old Comrade" is an essential and vital part
of any Regiment. The future Regiment will not have
any "Old Comrades" for many years. It is difficult to
start off a Regiment, even one formed by amalgama
tion. It will require all the support it can get and par
ticularly support from the "Old Comrades" of both its
parents
Are you — one of its Parents — going to deny it
your support? I am convinced that that sense of re
sponsibility which you now have towards the Queen's
Own should and must be extended to the future Regi
ment. You have something to give it. something it
will badly need—your support. It will be strengthened
and upheld if it knows that all the Queen's Own "Old
Sweats" are behind it. I am sure that the best way of
giving this support and of showing that the P. & P. is
behind the future Regiment is to form an amalgamated
Association with effect from the date of the amalga
mation of the two Regiments.
This does not mean, in my opinion, that an indi
vidual branch need necessarily and immediately merge
with a Branch of the Buffs Association if one is in
the same location unless both wish to do so. For ex
ample, I believe it would be perfectly workable,
initially,tor there to be two branches in, say, London.
Eventually, when both desire it, it will, I am sure, be
found an advantage to merge. In fact I do not believe
that the branch activities, organisations and way of
life need change much, if at all. (Wartime Battalion
Branches could certainly continue in much the same
old way). Moreover, such an arrangement would mean
that the Branches would still be a living and not a
dying concern, as they would continue to accept new
members from the amalgamated Regiment who finish
their service and settle in their areas.
The present plan regarding Reunions is to carry
on having one in Canterbury and one in Maidstone
while there is a requirement for two. So here again
your accustomed way of life, as far as Reunions are
concerned, need not change. Of course, when our
Depot at Maidstone disappears (and I hope that this
will not be until July, 1961, so as to get in one more
Reunion there), the Regimental Headquarters of the
amalgamated Regiment will be set up in Maidstone
(probably in a site near All Saints' Church) and it will
thus be the amalgamated Regiment which will be run
ning future Reunions.
You Old Comrades will still want some kind of
Reunion Ceremony here in Maidstone each year—
Service at All Saints', Ceremony at the Regimental
Cenotaph, lunch and gettogether, and visit to the
Regimental Museum. All Branches will wish to con
tinue publishing branch correspondence. Won't it be
very embarrasing to have to ask the Regmiental Head
quarters of the amalgamated Regiment to arrange
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these affairs, and probably others, for you if you are
not fully supporting the future Regiment?
To sum up:
1) You, Old Comrades, take a terrific pride in and
give very loyal support to The Queen's Own.
2) This implies a sense of duty and responsibility to
the Regiment.
3) The amalgamated Regiment is to be formed by a
marriage—and 1 assure you it looks like being a
very happy marriage—between The Queen's Own
and The Buffs. It will thus be partly your old
Regiment.
4) The amalgamated Regiment will be badly in need
of your support. Unity is strength, but the strength
of a chain is at its weakest link—without your
support there will be many missing links.
5) 1 am convinced that it is the duty and responsi
bility of The Queen's Own Association Branches
and Members, as well as those still serving, to ex
tend their support to the future Regiment.
6) The only way to give your full and complete sup
port is by joining an Amalgamated Association
at the same lime as the Regiments amalgamate.
7) I do not believe that the life of any Branch within
such an Amalgamated Association need neces
sarily change.
8) 1 am certain that the right and only answer for
all. of us, Past and Present, is to look forward to
the future and not live entirely in the past, or just
mark time in the present."
Finally the Colonel of the Regiment drew the attention
cf those present to the urgent necessity for all Old Com
rades to assist over regular recruiting for the Regiment,
both in the immediate future and after amalgamation and
to a similar need for helping over recruiting for the 4lh/5th
Battalion (T.A.)



S T . GEORGE'S MEMORIAL C H U R C H /
YPRES

D

URING the Patronal Festival Service which was held
on Sunday, the 8th May last, a wreath was laid on be
half of the Regiment by Mr. D. A. Kemp, M.M., Chairman
of the llth Battalion Association, under the Regimental
Memorial Banner and Plaque in the Church. Amongst those
present were Mr. and Mrs. L. W. Dawson and Mr. Mark
Osbourne.
A Pilgrimage was organised by the " Friends " of the
Church for the purpose of this Service and the party con
sisted of 54 members. Many places of interest were visited
during the weekend, one party went to Arras, Vimy Ridge,
Flers, Albert, Beaumont Hamel, etc., and another to Knokke
and Bruges. In addition on the Sunday a large party went
for a tour of the Salient which included a visit to Talbot
House and Kemmel Ridge.
The primary object of the " Friends" is to endow the
beautiful Memorial Church of St. George, the membership
is growing daily but there are a very large number of those
who served in the Salient of Ypres who must be interested
and are not aware of the work of the Church and the Chap
lain. Each year many thousands of visitors including pil
grims from the Commonwealth countries go to the Church
and come away deeply impressed by the beauty and
simplicity of this unique Memorial to the quarter of a
million dead who lie in the Salient. The Church is not a
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museum but a live centre of the spiritual and social life of
the British colony in Ypres, the majority of the men being
employed by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission.
An appeal is made to the readers of the Queen's Own
Gazette to help in this work, and the Hon. Secretary of the
"Friends," Mr. L. W. Dawson. 19 Chestnut Drive, Heme
Bay, Kent, will be only too pleased to send a Brochure upon
receipt of a post card. The minimum subscription is only
5/ per annum.
L.W.D.

O

LONDON B R A N C H

UR meeting held on the 29th April was the best
attended of the year so far, no fewer than sixtytwo
members and wives being on parade. The large attendance
was quite astonishing. Normally in April and May figures
are down and our A.G.M. in June leaps to a very high
number, but it is great to know that such interest is still
shown in our branch, under he chairmanship of Len Remfry.
There was a good officer attendance. It was extremely
nice to see Colonel " Rajah " H. J. S. Brooke again with
the inevitable cigar, paying strict attention to all that went
cn, net missing a word. Colonels "Charles" H. D.
Chaplin, "Pug" C. S. Durtnell, "Ronnie" Mines, Major
" Bodgcr " Kemp were all on parade. Among our veterans
were "Bogie" Childs, Arthur Edwards, Gerry Sweetman,
Harry Freeman, Ted Ballard, and our old friend, Alf Toms,
on a special mission.
There was a return of two members who have been
absent lately, one, due to transport difficulties, and one to
business commitments. I refer to " Busty" Cannacott,
and Charles Dumbrell. Both are great exsportsmen of
the Regiment, and its always a pleasure to us when they
turn up.
There was quite a contingent of ladies present too,
Mrs. " Bill " Wallace, Mrs. Bruce, Mrs. Cannacott, Mrs.
Donaldson, Mrs. Cheeseman, and, still taking part with our
veteran class, Mrs. Cox. Its very pleasant to see so many
ladies among us.
Our usual hard core members were all there, the Jack
Teare Brigade, the Darkie Maslin detachment, the bands
men crowd, and far too many for me to name. It was
pleasing to see John Chalmers back with us and Jack Hunt
had brought along that " Casanova of the Busses " Jack
Ellis, a fugitive from the Cavalry. Mr. Ellis always enjoys
his visits to us, and none is more welcome.
The return of an old friend after illness, dear old
" Scotty. " He was the recipient of quite an ovation when
Len Remfry gave our official " welcome back " signal, and
the branch is very pleased to see him again. " Ginger"
Nash was with us, and bought a good luck message from
George Hooker.
My report on missing Bob Milton at Bromley last
month turned out to be correct. He was in fact, ill, and
now recovered, was at the meeting with Harry Stevens,
another BromleyLondon wallah. They were in very good
form.
The meeting opened at 8.30 p.m. approximately and
the first thing Len Remfry did was to offer us some bad
news. He welcomed the visit of Mr. and Mrs. Bob Gunter,
Harry Elson's daughter and husband, but regretted that
they had brought sad news, in that Harry Elson was now
in a nursing home, unable to stand the strain of the shock
of the passing of Mrs. Elson. We hope that time will come
to his rescue and that he will soon be able to return home,
to resume his normal life. The branch hopes that both

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE
Rose and Daphne, will, from time to time bring along any
news, in addition to keeping the flag of the Elsons flying
in the branch, in person.
Mail consisted of one letter. This from George
Moody who still unfortunately dees these Friday night
duties which prevent his presence. We are all very fond
of George, also Bert and Ted Merritt, and sincerely hope
we shall see them soon. They will doubtless be at the Re
union this year. By the way, any members attending who
missed this meeting, may like to know the branch is offer
ing to pay 2s. 6d. towards each lunch ticket purchased
for Reunion day, so don't be afraid to come along and pay
the rest to our treasurer, who will do the necessary.
The next item was a welcome to new members,
whether they wanted to join or not. We always accept
the idea that they have come along to join us. Let us take
them in seniority of service enlistment. First then Mr.
Jack Sporle, who had travelled down (or is it up) from
Weymouth, in Dorset, to see old friends. He joined in
1907 and completed his tour at the end of War 1. He was
anion? old friends at once in Ted Ballard and Harry Free
man, and was quite at home. He received the usual ova
tion from the boys.
Then George Cheeseman. 1 know not, if that is how
his name is spelt. He was with his wife (they were in
Germany with the B.A.O.R. in 1920). George did not
know me, quite naturally, but when 1 reminded him ol one
or two things in Coblenz, boxing the Yanks, he was quite
surprised, and stated that he was a bit shy of coming, as
he thought nobody would know him!
Len Remfry left the chair to receive him, and it was
very obvious that George was a very well known figure
to quite a lot of the branch. He is now quite large with a
snow while crew cut, and looked like a retired farmer. He
received a great ovation, and we hope he comes along
often.
Next, exBandsman Tommy Dodds. I was very sur
prised to see him, as I expected him to be less active, but
there he was at the Cranbourne before 7.30 p.m. Tommy
was the 1st Bn. bass drummer. 1 wrote about a couple
of months ago and he immediately recognised the lads of
192026 with whom he had been acquainted. He was soon
among the band, as not only were Harry Lofts and Jack
Hunt there, but the "Drums" also in Charles Dumbrell.
Tommy left before meeting "Busty" Cannacott, but we
hope he will be along to see us again. He left hurriedly,
and we hope that nothing ill transpired Tommy, whom we
are aware (health reasons) has to take great care. Certainly
he had a great reception, and we hope, that despite age and
illhealth, we may see our visitor at the Cranbourne often.
Greeting new members gives Len Remfry, and our branch,
the greatest pleasure. We have always stated that we come
along to these meetings to see and chatter, or natter, to
each other about olden days. That is our pleasure. Some
enjoy a drink with it, others do not. We respect all our
members' habits, and everyone is happy in the others' com
pany. More of our new members below!
Following the greetings came the news of the Reunion
which this year will be graced by the presence of H.R.H.
The Duchess of Kent, our ColonelinChief. The date,
the sideshows, the competitions, the lunch, all aspects were
explained by our chairman, who certainly puts over all
points with the utmost ease and brevity.
We had a message from the Colonel of the Regiment
explaining how well the amalgamation was going and that
the talks, on all levels, with our sister regiment, The Bull's,
had been conducted in the most friendly spirit imaginable,

and that it would not be long ere the matter would be
finalised, and we should be in complete knowledge of all
items in respect of our amalgamation. There were still
one or two matters to iron out, and he hoped these would
soon be subject to a decision and both Past, as well as the
Serving members, would be satisfied with all arrangements.
We then got on with the A.O.B., and we discovered
that Alf Toms who is, at present, in a British Legion
Hostel, is soon to be posted to the Royal Hospital, Chelsea,
and thus becomes our second "Chelsea Pensioner," Tom
Vidler being No. 1. We know that Major Douglas Burrows
resides there, but we do not count him. He is one of our
oldest and most respected soldiers of course, but he does
not count, with us, like Tom Vidler, and soon Alf Toms.
Hope you don't mind Douglas! !
Its very pleasing to Alf Toms to know he has at last
succeeded in entering the R.H. and he is very " chuffed "
at the moment. " I've got me calling up papers for May
9th, "quoth he, in great merriment. He was well cheered
by the branch at this news.
Although Timber, in the rush of the meeting did not
give his usual report, he had told me that Bunny Hare
is still not recovered, and that Dick Blackham was back in
hospital again. We hope that both will continue to fight
for their return to health, and the branch wishes them very
well.
Robert Wilkes wished us to give a vote of thanks to
Ted Tickner, who was present with us, for carrying our
Standard on the Catford Branch Memorial Service. Len
Remfry was more than pleased to have the branch agree
this, and in return, thanked Robert and the Bromley
Branch, on our behalf, for the very fine time we all had at
their Reunion, mentioned in my notes of last month.
Because 1 had news from " Bogie " Childs of Colonel
A. K. Grant 1 have not ere this, mentioned the fact that
Bogie had brought along his son to become a member of
the branch. Young " Bogie " was born in Lebong, India,
in the Regiment and later served in the band of the 2nd
Bn. When told this, Len Remfry was heard to say,
"What! Another band bloke?—right he can join those
other band wallahs—they all know how to blow their
trumpets! " All these bandsmen have a soft spot in Len's
heart, he knows how loyal they all are, so young Childs—
you got yourself a compliment.
" Bogie" is going along to see Colonel " Peggy"
Grant, and we hope to see the Colonel at our next meet
ing. As we may have "The Buffs" along, it should be
very pleasant all round.
I regret to say I missed two old friends and hope both
are well. I refer to Colonel Pink, our Cadet's representa
tive, and Trefor Thomas. The latter 1 spoke to earlier in
the week and I presumed to be coming. Sincerely hope
the old complaint is not returning.
The collection came to £2 6s. and nobody had brought
along a raffle prize, so the Sports and General Account
has suffered a minor setback, but I expect somebody will
turn up trumps next month.
We are soon to have our A.G.M. and I hope all our
members will make a special effort to turn up for this June
meeting. Except for possible minor changes the Com
mittee is required en bloc, and I have no worries, after his
wonderful handling of the Maidstone meeting, as to who
will be our Chairman.
An innovation I would like to see is a fullblooded
criticism of our Chairman and the Committee, by speakers
from the floor, whether it be in favour or against. I feel
sure we are not all shining lights, with no faults. Surely,
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192026 with who'd been acquainted. He was soon among
I as vicechairman, have not carried out all my jobs com
pletely and to the full.
There must be something to criticise. I think most
of us are too easy going, and as long as somebody is doing
a job for us, we're happy to let them go along doing it,
whether badly or well. So let's hear some of you, on your
feet, before we vote, saying what you think, and whether
it can be done better, or not. So, if you have any bouquets
bring them, if you have any brickbats, throw them—I know
Len Remfry will welcome any changes that you may wish
to make, provided they are " for the benefit of the branch. "
That is his one aim, always has been.
So once more, at the end of another month I close.
I wonder how much longer the old Buster will survive?
Whether or not 1 write for our branch when amalgamation
comes, I shall always be ready to write on behalf of our
lads, who are not so well in health. Let us hope that the
spirit of comradeship, whether one is a member of our
regiment or any regiment, the spirit of comradeship in all
arms—will be foremost, under any circumstances.
When one comes down to brass tacks—what's in a
name anyway—we all like each other—one can be friendly
with all.
The Spider.

CATFORD AND DISTRICT
BRANCH

president, Major Ron Salmon—a thoroughly deserved
tribute.
Our darts cup winner this year was Olive Fielder, and
the Crib Cup winner was Sammy Young.
There was a surprise presentation too, this evening
it had been decided to present a cup (provided by a mem
ber who wished to remain anonymous) to our most con
sistent supporter and who more reserved it than the re
cipient—our old and trusted friend Dick Pinder.
Mr. Harry Lake wound up the afterdinner procedure
and reminded us of one or two things that were necessary.
After dinner, in a very short time, the floor was cleared
and we were off to what proved a most successful and
enjoyable evening's entertainment.
Music for dancing was provided by Mr. W. Hatfield
and his threepiece band—and there were some excellent
spontaneous "turns"—notably, Miss Vicky Mills, whose
lovely singing was appreciated by everybody present.
There is nothing much more to say, save that through
the generosity of our members, the raffle prizes seemed
interiminable.
What else can one say, anyway, about an evening such
as this—everybody thoroughly enjoyed themselves and St.
George's Day was celebrated, at least by us, every bit as
much, and probably more, than the Irish on St. Patrick's
Day!
I don't think any of us will forget the evening for a
long time to come, and we are looking forward to our next
show.

ST. GEORGE'S C H U R C H /

T

HE Branch celebrated its Tenth Annual Dinner in fine
style, on St. George's Day, the 23rd of April last at
the Railway Signal Hotel, Forest Hill.
Unfortunately, our President, Major H. J. D. Combe,
was unable to be with us, owing to another engagement,
but he was well represented in the person of one of a joint
chairmen, Mr. W. H. Hall, of 5th Battalion (Orderly Room)
fame; our other chairman, Mr. Harry Lake, doing sterling
duty as Master of Ceremonies.
Our Padre, the Rev. Eric A. Metcalfe, took the place
of honour at the top table, with his charming wife.
After an excellent dinner, of turkey, etc., very
reminiscent of Christmas, our Chairman proposed the
Loyal Toast, and the short but purposeful speeches began.
There were only three, the first being made by Mr.
Hall, who reported shortly on the affairs of the Branch, the
state of which both socially and financially was very sound.
He gave our thanks to Mr. Jim Leary, Mr. Harry Lake,
Mr. Sammy Young and Mr. " Bernie " Lilley, the active
members of our Committee who were mostly responsible
for our success, and finally he spoke of Mr. S. Knight, who
did all the preliminary work in founding the Branch and
was, for many years, the prime mover in all the Branch
affairs.
Mr. L. Clarke proposed the toast of "Our Guests,"
and in doing so welcomed our most important one, the
Rev. Metcalfe and his wife. He said that we had a very
strong link with St. George's Church where we had had
our Standard dedicated some years ago.
The Padre replied to this on behalf of the guests and
apologised for the fact that he would be leaving shortly
after the dinner, as a St. George's Day social had already
started in his parish, and he ought to be there.
We then came to our presentations—always a happy
affair, the main one of which was the presentation of a
bouquet to Mrs. Salmon, the wife of our host and vice

PERRY

HILL,

S.E.23

PATRONAL SERVICE

T

HIS the 10th year, since the Branch formation, special
efforts were made to make this service one to be re
membered.
Held on Sunday, 24th April, 1960, at 6.30 p.m., it was
conducted by the Vicar, the Rev. Eric A. Metcalfe, B.A.,
who is also the Branch Padre, assisted by the Rev. Stanley
Zeal, B.A.
The past immediate Bishop of Southwark, the Rt. Rev.
Bertram Simpson, gave a striking sermon on leadership,
in which St. George was a grand example.
He welcomed the presence of the Cubs, Guides and
Scouts and the many representatives of the "Queen's Own"
Royal West Kent Regiment Past and Present Association
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from all parts of Kent, also the local branch of the British
Legion and R.A.F. Association Brockley Branch.
Standards from the Bromley, Catford, Gravesend,
11th (Lewisham) Battalion Association, London, the 20th
London, Holly Hedge, Maidstone, the Sydenham Branch,
British Legion and the Brockley Branch of the R.A.F.
proceeded in dignified procession to the altar where the
clergy took the standards in turn and placed them by the
altar.
The Union Jacks of the junior representatives of the
Cubs, Guides and Scouts placed on the altar made a very
striking picture. With the church almost filled to capacity
the service proceeded with everyone present united in pay
ing tribute to the Church's Patron Saint, in wholehearted
singing of the Psalms and Hymns.
The highest token came when the Processional Hymn
commenced and the choir led by the verger, Mrs. Apple
yard, and the Cross left the chancel, followed by the
Colours, Union Jacks, and Standards of Cubs, Guides and
Scouts and the Standards of the Association R.A.F. and
British Legion.
It was a most colourful and happy sight as the Pro
cession wended its way round the church, the Rt. Rev.
Bertram Simpson in the position of honour.
As the hymn ended the Standards resumed their places
in the chancel, and in front of the chancel where the Asso
ciation Standards, R.A.F. and Legion, were placed.
Then the organ broke into the opening bars of the
National Anthem and the Standards of the Associations
were slowly lowered in salute. Bearers had all turned in
ward making a most glorious picture.
After the choir and clergy had left the chancel, the
assembled Colours and Standards proceeded to the back
of the church.
So ended a most happy and very successful service in
honour of St. George and the church which we all were
honoured in taking part. After the service, many pro
ceeded to the Branch Headquarters at the Railway Signal
Hotel, Forest Hill, where refreshments had been laid on
and a very pleasant ending to a very happy celebration.
In conclusion, I have to mention that at our last
monthly meeting, Tom Buckle, ex Army Swimming Cham
pion, and Carter Donaldson, of 1st Bn. fame, honoured us
by their presence. Sorry owing to a violent attack of
lumbago, I could not keep my promise. Timber Marchant
was also present. All good wishes to all.
" Ravensbourne."

TONBRIDGE & TUNBRIDGE WELLS

M

EETING night and once again " Ladies' Night."
While the attendance was not large, it was agreed by
all that it was a very happy party.
Maj. Elnislie, our Chairman, was on this occasion in
time for the curry ration. Once again Mrs. May is to be
congratulated for the refreshments as a whole. A good
spread has a great deal to do with a successful evening.
During the 4th Bn. Reunion a great tribute was paid to
one of our members. None other than the renowned Jack
Breaden, M.B.E. Col. Waring, commanding 4th/5th Bn.,
said that throughout the whole of his service he had never
met anyone who had rendered such service as that rendered
by Jack Breaden. He said that when the day came, as it
would in the very near future, for him to leave his com

mand, he would be glad to shake hands with Jack, not only
as a good soldier, but as a very great friend. This is a very
line tribute and we are glad to have Jack in our Branch.
Members are reminded that the coach for the Reunion
at Maidstone will leave Tonbridge at 0915 hours, calling at
Tunbridge Wells at 0930 hours, and will proceed via Pem
bury and East Peckhani to Maidstone. The cost of the
ticket is very small, and members wishing to obtain a seat
should contact the Secretary at 2, Milton Gardens,
Tonbridge.
Members may also like to know that the Cadet Bn.
under the command of Maj. N. S. C. Elmslie will be attend
ing Divine Service at the Parish Church. Tonbridge, on
Sunday, the 26th June, after which there will be an
inscpection by Maj.Gen. D. E. B. Talbot, C.B., C.B.E.,
D.S.O., M.C., Colonel of the Regiment, on the Castle Lawn,
Tonbridge.
T.L.S.

BROMLEY

BRANCH

A

S we did not hold a Business Meeting in March owing to
our social, I have little to report at the moment. But I
may add that since my last effort a few more letters of
congratulation have arrived. Needless to say, the members
will be delighted to hear their contents when we meet on
April 30th.
Just prior to the Social one of our members passed
away, and, in order to prevent a gloomy atmosphere, the
fact was not immediately publicised, but having obtained
particulars of his demise since, 1 reported through the
columns of the Q.O.G. for April. I refer to Mr. F. G.
Marchant, better known to us all as Claude, who was always
a quiet and unassuming man.
St. George's Festival.—At the invitation of Catford
and District Branch, some of our members and their ladies
proceeded to St. George's Church, Perry Hill, S.E.6, for the
annual Patronal Festival. It was, as usual, a very inspiring
and colourful service and no fewer than nine Standards
were paraded. They were: Brockley, R.A.F. Association;
Sydenham. British Legion: 20th County of London, and
Bromley, Catford and District, Gravesend, Lewisham
(O.C.A.), London and Maidstone Branches, The Queen's
Own Past and Present Association.
After the service some of us adjoined to the H.Q. of
the Catford Branch. The Railway Signal, Forest Hill, and
enjoyed of their hospitality, for which we give grateful
thanks.
It is not my intention to " muscle in " too much on
this subject, so I will leave it to the more able pen of
Ravensbourne to report in extenso, because
Iwuzz Thayre.
Will you please be kind enough to add to my last
report an apology? It concerns the date of the passing of
Mr. F. G. Marchant in my obituary to him. 1 gave the date
as 23rd March, whereas it should have read 16th March. To
be in keeping with his daughter's letter to you. I can only
blame the stress of the moment to the 'social' and its atten
dant work for my lapse. I regret any pain or disturbance
of mind which may have been caused to Mrs. Marchant
and her family, hence my apology.
G. H. Cockell,
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ColonelinChief
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DETAIL OF MEETINGS

SECRETARY

Last Saturday each month, 8 p.m., United
Mr. G. H. Cockell,
Service Club, Bromley.
3 Priestfield Road, Forest Hill, S.E.23.
Chatham
.. .Mr. S. L. Thompson ..Major H. M. Smith, M.B.E.
First Monday each month, 7.30 p.m., at "The
"Jutogh," 16 Beaconsfield Road, Chatham.
Hare and Hounds", 340 High Street,
Rochester. (Phone Chatham 43878).
Catford & District ..Mr. H. Lake
Mr. S. Knight. 12 Carlton House, Terrace,The second Friday^ in every month at "The
Railway Signal", Devonshire Rd., Forest
London, S.W.I.
Hill, S.E.23.
Last Friday each month, 8 p.m., Terminus
.Mr. W. T. Nichols,
Gravesend
Mr. Haddon ...
Hotel, Stuart Rd., Gravesend.
9 The Bungalows, Cross Lane West,
Gravesend, Kent.
Last Friday each month at "The Cran
.Mr. T. Briddock,
London
Mr. L. Remfry .
bourn", 1 Upper St. Martin's Lane,
61. Marlow Road. Annerley, S.E.20.
Leicester Square, W.C.2.
Third Friday each month, at 7.45 p.m., Ser
.Mr. A. Waterman,
Maidstone
Mr. H. W. Maxlow
geants' Mess, Depot, R.W.K., Maidstone.
Little Holmestead, Forge Lane,
Leeds, Nr. Maidstone, Kent.
Last Thursday each month, at 8 p.m., Drill
Maj. A. H. Coombes, Mr. J. Palmer,
Sevenoaks
Hall, Argyle Road, Sevenoaks.
T.D.
c/o T.A. Centre, Argyle Road, Sevenoaks.
"FleursdeLys", Sandgate. Quarterly, first
.Lt.Col. I. R. Lovell . .Mr. E. W. N. Elvy,
Shorncliffe
Friday, January, April, July, October.
235 Cheriton High Street, Folkestone.
Third Wednesday of each month, T.A.
Tonbridge and
Maj. N. S. C. Elmslie. .Mr. F. Jezard,
Centre, Avebury Avenue, Tonbridge.
T u n b r i d g e W e l l s ..
2 Milton Gardens, Tonbridge.
Reunions twice yearly at White Hart Hotel,
6th Battalion
Lt.Col. G. K. Defrates Mr. C. Sayers,
Bromley.
D.S.O., M.C.
59 Grasmere Gardens, Orpington.
Reunions annually in March or April as
.Major E. Goodman ..Mr. T. Shepherd,
7th Battalion .
notified in Press and "Q.O.G."
492 Downham Way, Bromley, Kent.
Bromley

Mr. R. F. W i l k s

8th Battalion .
10th

Battalion

11th

Battalion

. Mr. D. A. Kemp,

20th

(London)

. Mr. G. D. Draycott

M.M.

Mr. Stanford,
10 Bramble Close, Maidstone.
Mr. L. W. Dawson,
19 Chestnut Drive, Heme Bay, Kent.
Mr. F. Sales.
16 Kidbrooke Grove. Blackheath, S.E.3.

Annual Dinner, as notified in "Q.O.G."
Annual Dinner, as notified in "Q.O.G."
Meeting first
Tuesday each month.
Hedge House, Blackheath.
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Why such a big name for
paper? Because today paper
is a giant. Think of it
just for a moment. "Paper"
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THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT (50th and 97th)
"Quo Fas et Gloria ducunt." The Sphinx superscribed "Egypt."
The White Horse of Kent with motto " Invicta."
"Vimiera," "Corunna," "Almarez," "Vittoria," "Pyrenees," "Nivo,"
"Orthes"
"Peninsula,"
"Punniar,"
"Moodkee,"
"Ferozeshah "
"Aliwal,"
"Sobraon,"
"Alma,"
"Inkerman," "Sevastopol," "Lucknow," "New Zealand," "Egypt, 1882,
"Nile, 188485," "South Africa, 190002," "Afghanistan, 1919."
The Great War—18 Battalions.—" M o n s , " "Le Cateau," "Retreat from Mons," "Marne 1914," "Aisne, 1914/* "La B^ssee, 1914,;;
"Messines
1914
'17," "Ypres, 1914, '15, '17, '18," "Hill 60," "Gravenstafel,
St. Julien,
Fiezenbeig,
Loois
"Somme 1916 '18" "Albert 1916, '18," "Bazentin," "Delville
Wood,"
"Foziers,"
"Guillemont,"
"FlersCourcelette,
"Morvaf" "Thiepval," "Le Transloy," "Ancre Heights," "Ancre, 1916, '18," "Arras, 1917, '18." "Vimy 1917," "Scarpe. 1917"
"Oppv"' "Pilcken " "Langemarck, 1917," "Menin Road," "Polygon Wood," "Broodsemde,'
Passchendaele, _ Cambral,
1917 '18 " "St Quentin," "Rosieres," "Avre," "Villers Bretonneux," "Lys," "Hazebrouck." "Kemmel, ' Ameins,
Bapume.
1918"
Hindenburg Line» "Epeliy," "Canal du Nord," "St. Quentin Canal." "Courtrai," "Selle," "Sambre," "Prance and
Plan'ders 191418" "Italy, 191718," "Suvla," "Landing at Suvla," "Scimitar Hill," "Gallipoli, 1915," "Rumanl," "Egypt,
191516"' " G a z a " "El Mughar," "Jerusalem," "Jericho," "Tell 'Asur," "Palestine, 191718, "Defence of Kut el Amara,
'
'Sharqat," "Mesopotamia, 191518."
Second World War—"Defence of The Escaut," "Foret de Nieppe," " N o r t h  W e s t E u r o p e , 1 9 4 0 , " "Alam el Haifa/;' " E l A l a m e i n , "
"Diebel Abiod " "Diebel Azzag, 1942," "Oued Zarga," "Djebel Ang," "Medjez Plain,
Longstop Hill, 1943,
Si Abdallah,
North
Africa194243 " "Centuripe " "Monte Rivoglia," "Sicily, 1943," "Termoli," "San Salvo," "The Sangro, " "Romagnoli "./'Impos
ffble Bridge ""Villa Grande" "Cassino," "Castle Hill." "Liri Valley," "Piedimonte Hill." "Trasimene Line, ' Arezzo,
Advance
to Flo/ence " "Monte Scalar!" ''Casa Fortis." "Rimini Line," "Savio Bridgehead." "Monte Pianoereno," "Monte Spaduro,"
"The SeSo " "Argenta Gap, "Italy, 194345," "Greece, 194445," "Leros," "Malta, 194042," "North Arakan," "Razabll," "Mayu
The Senio,
Argenta^ P,^ „ llD^'fence Qf Kohima(.. "Taungtha," "Slttang, 1945," "Burma, 194345."
ColonelInChief : H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Colonel of the Regiment: MajorGeneral D. E. B. Talbot, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C.
O.C.. Regimental Depot, Major I. A. Macmillan.
Allied Regiments of the Canadian Army :
1st Bn., Royal New Brunswick Regiment—ColonelinChief : H.M. The Queen.
The Essex and Kent Scottish Regiment.
Allied Regiment of the New Zealand Forces :
The Canterbury Regiment.
Regular and Territorial
1st Bn. (50th and 97th Foot)

Battalions :
Moore Barracks, Shorncliffe.

4th/5th Bn. (T.A.)—Tonbridge.
Units of the Army Cadet Force affiliated :
1st A.C.F. Bn., Tonbridge.

"The Queen's Own Gazette" is published monthly.
Subscription : The rates, payable in advance to the Editor, are as follows :
Ranks, 5/ per annum, post free.

Officers. 9/ per annum, post free; Other

The Editor is always glad to receive articles and items of news suitable for publication, and acknowledges with thanks
photographs reproduced in this journal from the Kent Messenger. Address MSS direct to the Editor, The Barracks. Maidstone.

T H E QUEEN'S O W N ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT
Colonel-in-Chief: H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Colonel of the Regiment: Major-General D. E. B. Talbot, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C.

REGULAR

OFFICERS

LIEUTENANTCOLONEL

Name;

SHORT SERVICE OFFICERS
MAJORS

Names
Trumper, J. M. S. W
Marsh, H. W
Russell, H. C„ M.C., D.C.M

Mil. Record Office, Ghana.
39 Indep. Inf. Bde., N. Ireland
11 K.A.R.

H.Q. A.F.C.E.
O.C., 1 R.W.K.

Flint, A. J. M.( M.B.E.
Gwilliam, D. H., M.B.E.

MAJORS
B.R.I .X.M.I.S.
H.Q. Aldershot District.
Range Control, A.A.T.C., Sennelager.
(Lt.-Col.) GSO 1 Northag.
M.D.C. TC. Millom.
4/5 R.W.K.
War Office.
H.Q. B.A.O.R.
2 i/c 1 R.W.K.
Min. of Defence.
H.Q., B.A.O.R.
(T/Lt-Col.) OC„ 7 Malay
1 R.W.K.
O.C. Depot, R.W.K.
Student JSSC.
BR1XMIS B.A.O.R.
R.C.B., Westbury.
1 R.W.K.
Depot Holdee.
Depot, R.W.K.
I R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
DOPT 2 Inf. Div. B.A.O.R.

Bailey, J. D. B. ...
Archer, M. G. M., M.C.
Rickcord, M. B. ...
Turner, P. R. H. ...
Dowse, R. K
Brock, J. H
Waring, H. B. H., M.
Eason, J. A., T.D. .
Elgood, P. N
Crumplin, W. C. D.
Willis, C. F., M.B.E.,
Roper, I. H., M.C. .
Scull, D. S
Macmillan, I. A.
Woodman, E. G., M.
Ambrose, W. G. R. .
Ruffell, D
Blum, D. E
Franklin, A. W. ...
Abplanalp, V. C. .
Winstanley, R. G. .
Osborne, E. C. S. .
Shearburn, S. R. O'R.

CAPTAINS
Fitzpatrick, J. N.
Mannering, L. A.
Dinsdale, J. W. .

P.S.O.
1 R.W.K
H.Q., 2 T.A.F.

LIEUTENANTS
Clinch, M. J.
Coles, J. B. .

1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.

2nd

LIEUTENANTS

Andrews, A. J
Poulsom, P. A. H
Martindale, J

Ghana Regt.
Ghana Army.
1 R.W.K.

QUARTERMASTER
Cook, E. S., M.B.E

(Maj.) 6 K.A.R.

4th/5th

BATTALION

Honorary Colonel : Lt.-Col. G. E. L. Pardington, M.B.E., I D
Commanding Officer: Lt.-Col. A. R. H. Waring, T D.

CAPTAINS
Clarke, C. S. ..
Campbell, D. P.
Dodson, K
Fletcher, J. S.
Goodwin, P. J.
Norton, J. D.
Lygo, J. R
Leigh, P. S., M.C.
Woolstencroft, D. H
Neve, R. W„ M.C.
Wood, W. R. ..
Tarver, C. L. ..
Newall, M. R. M
Pybus, I. D
Heatly, A. F.
Durtnell, R. J.

A.S.P.T., Aldershot.
1 R.W.K.
I Buffs.
Staff College.
I R.W.K.
C.O.S.D.O., Cyprus.
Home Counties Brigade (Depot P.S.)
1 R.W.K.
Staff College.
Mons O.C.S.
Fed. Maloya Mil. Forces.
H.Q., 39 Inf. Bde.
Adit., 1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
3 Para
1 Mx.

LIEUTENANTS
Taylor, E. A
Butler, C. D. B
Langhorne, J
Hiscock, P
Cleaver, G. F
Smith, M. J
Champion, C. G
Pearce, N. C
Bateman, G. B

A.D.C., G.O.C., E. Anglian Dist.
(T/Capt.) Adjt. Depot, R.W.K.
H.Q. 16 Indep. Para. Bde.
R.M.C.S., Shrivenham.
(T/Capt.) 1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
Depot R.W.K.

Second-in-Command: Major T. C. Coath.

MAJORS
Bobby, F. J.
Large, J. L.
Pennells, H. D. A

Calver-Jones J.
Innes, C. A.
Ogilvie, J. B.

CAPTAINS
Duggan, H. R.
Robson, T. J. R.
Clemence, M. J.
Wcrtson, K. E.

George, P . M. J.
Nyren, M. V.
Morley-Jacob, P. J.
Fraser, C. G.

LIEUTENANTS
Young, R. N.
Maw, N. N. G.
macLachlan, S.
Gregory, M. K.
Cyster, P. L.
Sutton, J. D.

Parslow, J. P.
Burrell, G. K.
Curtis, D. R.
Tizard, L. A. S.
Finnis, S. R.
Blunt, P. S.
Taylor, M. S.

2nd LIEUTENANTS
Smith, M. J.

ATTACHED
Major J. A. Barlas, R.A.M.C.

2nd
Holman, J. C.
Whitty, R. H.

LIEUTENANTS

Hoggart, E. J. W . .

(Maj.) 4/5 R.W.K.
(Capt.) Depot, R.W.K.
T/Capt.
Nottingham University O.T.C.
(Lt.) V R.W.K.

Lt. R. P. Gilbert, R.A.P.C.

Capt. Rev. W. A. Greenfield, M.A. (R.A.Ch.D.).

1 R.W.K.
Depot R.W.K.

QU VRTERMASTERS
Blake, A. G„ M.B.E.
Stephens, S. V
Grubb, J. E„ M.B.E.

Cyster, R. J.

NATIONAL
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.

K.
S.
R.
R.
P.

Canned
E. Coningham
D. Wallace
A. Crane
G. Birch

SERVICE

OFFICERS

Lt. T. J. B. Locker
Lt. R. C. Robinson
Lt. P. J. S. Furneaux
Lt. R. W. Shelton-Agai
Lt. W. G. Leckie
2/Lt. P. F. Valpy

REGULAR OFFICERS —PERMANENT STAFF
Major J. H. Brock, Trg. Major and Adjt.
A. G. Blake, M.B.E., Q.M.-(Major)
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22nd ANNUAL REUNION
MEMORIAL SERVICE PARADE, 12th JULY, 1960

H

ER Royal Highness the Duchess of Kent, our Colonel
inChief, has graciously consented to attend the 22nd
Annual Reunion.
A forecast of events is listed below : details are not
yet firm as the proposals have not yet received Her Royal
Highness' approval.
10.45 a.m.—Standard Bearers' Competition
The Standard Bearers' Competition will take place at
10.45 on the Square.
Last year's winner was the Maidstone Branch who are
requested to return the belt to R.S.M., Depot.
11.00 a.m.—Parade
Right markers.
Parade forms up.
The " Fall in " will be sounded. All ranks will form
up in close column of Battalions, in line facing South.
Officers will parade with their respective Units. The
Senior Officer will take command.
Members who have served in more than one Battalion
will decide with which Unit they will parade.
The Officer Commanding the Regimental Depot will
Command the parade.
11.25 a.m.—Marchoff
The Parade, headed by the Band, will march in
column of route, via Sandling Road, Week Street, High
Street and Mill Street to All Saints' Church.
11.40 a.m.—Arrival of Parade at Church
On arrival at Church, Standard Bearers, Depot, 2nd,
5th, 6th, 8th, 10th and 12th Battalions, will enter the
Church by the North entrance and will be conducted to
their seats on that side of the Church. The 1st. 4th. 4/5th,
7th, 9th, 11th and 20th (London) Battalions will enter the
Church by the South entrance and will occupy seats on
that side of the Church.
The Worshipful the Mayor of Maidstone and mem
bers of the Corporation will be attending the Service.
Branch Standard Bearers will form up in pairs at the
North entrance and will move up to the altar during the
singing of the first hymn, where the Vicar will receive the
Standards, placing them near the altar.
Standards will be returned to the Bearers in reverse
order and during the last hymn they will return to the
North porch before the National Anthem is played.
Ladies wishing to attend the Service at All Saints'
Church should proceed independently. Tickets will be
required for all persons attending the Service not on par
ade. Applications should be submitted to Regimental
Headquarters.
Parade Outside Church in Mill Street
After the Service members are requested to leave the
Church beginning from the front pew, and return to Mill
Street by the same route as they entered.
The Band and markers will be in position in Mill
Street and Units will form up in column of " threes " in
reverse order of march facing High Street.
Marchoff
Route: Mill Street, Pudding Lane, Museum Street
and then to Brenchley Gardens.
On arrival at Brenchley Gardens the Parade will be
led by guides to form three sides of a square facing the

Regimental Cenotaph. Units will halt and turn inwards
in " threes " and stand at ease.
The Worshipful the Mayor of Maidstone and members
of the Corporation will be in attendance.
The Officer Commanding, the Regimental Depot, will
call the Parade to " Attention," the Regimental Padre will
give the Exhortation, the" last Post" will be sounded, and
a twominutes' silence will be observed, followed by
" Reveille." Wreaths will then be laid on the Regimental
Cenotaph.
At the conclusion of the Service, Units will march off,
led by a guide to Station Road, where the Band will be
formed up ready to return to Barracks via Sandling Road.
MarchPast
On arrival in Barracks, it is hoped that Her Royal
Highness, The Duchess of Kent, will take the Salute on
the Barracks' Square in front of the Officers' Mess.
Standard Bearers, less their escort, will form up on
the right of the saluting base, after marching past.
The Officer Commanding each Battalion will give the
command " Eyes right! " and he alone will salute or
remove his headdress.
Lunches, etc.
Lunches will be subsidised by 50% from Association
Funds and provided in the new gymnasium at a cost of
8/ per head. A buffet lunch will be available in the
N.A.A.F.I. for those not requiring a set lunch. Members
are requested to notify their requirements to their local
Branch Representatives, or tickets may be obtained on
application to the Honorary Secretary, Regimental Head
quarters, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment,
The Barracks, Maidstone. Remittances must accompany
each order. The 8/ lunch is limited to 300.
Individuals attending the lunch are requested to be in
the New Gymnasium at 1.30 p.m., and to remain standing
until Her Royal Highness arrives.
Tea
Buffet teas will be available from 3.30 p.m., these will
be served in the Drill Shed and on the Sports Field.
Music
The Regimental Band will play on the Sports Field
during the afternoon.
Amusements
Shooting : The InterBranch Small Bore Rifle Com
petition on the 25 yards open range (in rear of the minia
ture range) will begin at 3 p.m.
Branch teams to consist of four men. Ten rounds will
be fired on the " Roberts" target ; two sighters will be
allowed. Entrance fee will be one shilling per team.
The Challenge Cup, presented by the Depot, will be
awarded to the winning team. Maidstone Branch are the
present holders.
A Physical Training Display will be given during the
afternoon.
Children's races will also be organised.
Retreat
The massed Bands of The Buffs and Queen's Own will
beat Retreat on the Barracks Square at 1730 hours
Museum
The Regimental Museum Room in the Maidstone
Museum, in Faith Street near Brenchley Gardens, will be
open between 2.30 and 5 p.m.
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supplied from stock or to your own specification.
The designers and craftsmen of our military de
partment are always at your service.

GARRARD & CO. LTD.
Crown Jewellers
112 REGENT STREET  LONDON  W.l
REGENT 3021 (11 lines)
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~E5itorial
W

E offer no apology for republishing the following
extract from the Preface to the first volume of the
Queen's Own Gazette, dated 31st December, 1876.

quickly so don't wait until the day of the Reunion or you
may be disappointed.
Relatives and friends wishing to attend the Church
.Service should apply to Regimental Headquarters for a
ticket covering seating accommodation in All Saints'
Church.
*

It conveys the same sentiments now as it did then.

tEfjt (Queen's ©tun #u?ette
has a mission to fulfil — as mouth  piece and guide —
chronicling the inner life of our Corps, and holding up as
examples to its Members, the noble deeds of their pre
decessors, as well as from time to time tendering wholesome
advice, and inculcating goodwill to all, and that charily
"that thinketh no evil".
*

*

*

*

Adoption of the 1st Battalion by the Borough of Folkestone
lt is our pleasure to publish in this issue of The Queen's
Own Gazette a number of very excellent pictures of the
Adoption ceremony.
We are deeply indebted to the Editors of the Kent
Messenger, Folkestone & Hythe Herald and the Folkestone
& Hythe Gazette for the use of the blocks of these pictures,
which in addition to being decorative, form an interesting
record of the occasion.
Blocks are expensive items and the loan ol those cover
ing the Adoption ceremony is most welcome, enabling us
to illustrate the Regimental Journal, and at the same time,
avoid expenditure above our modest income.
We are most fortunate in our relationship with the
County Press, who invariably assist us in this and other
matters connected with the publication of the Q.O.G. We
offer them our very sincere thanks !
*

*

*

The Museum has been wholly transferred from it's
home in the Barracks and is now available for inspection
in it's new environment on the days, and at the hours in
keeping with Maidstone Museum.
The work in connection with the transfer of the
museum has been no sinecure and we must congratulate
Major Love, our Curator, on such a successful achieve
ment with the minimum of fuss and bother.
*

*

*

*

Annual Reunion
This is the last notification before the Annual Reunion.
It is due to take place on Sunday, 17th July. 1960 and
it is hoped to make it a record occasion, therefore it behoves
all who have the interest of their Past and Present Associa
tion at heart to do their utmost to attend and encourage
others to do so too.
In view of the forthcoming amalgamation, and the fact
that our ColonelinChief has graciously intimated her
intention to be present, this, the 22nd Reunion should be
a memorable one.
Lunch tickets are now available on application to
Regimental Headquarters at a cost of eight shillings each.
The number of tickets has been limited to 300 so if you
wish to be present at the Luncheon you should apply forth
with. lt is assumed that the number of tickets will be sold

*

*

We are grateful to Lt.Col. H. E. Scoit for his review of
our Regimental team in the Army Golf Championship.
*

*

*

*

Regimental Diary for 1961
A Regimental Diary will be printed for the last time
this year.
Prices inclusive of postage will be :—
Wallets (including pencils)
17/10
Leather Bound (including pencils) 6/2
Plexcide Bound (including pencils) 5/
Refills
3/1
An Order Form was enclosed in the May Q.O.G., and
we should be grateful if intending buyers would complete it
and return it to R.H.Q. without delay so that we can give a
firm order to our printers.
The wallet bears the Regimental Crest on the cover
and can be used to house other types ot Diary so it can be
retained as a reminder of our Regiment after amalgamation
takes place. Tiiis is the last opportunity to get one, so
ORDER NOW.
*

*

*

Car Badges
These are available for sale.
despatched by post 26/9d.

FORTHCOMING

*

Regimental Museum
In our next issue we hope to publish full particulars
of the opening of the Regimental Museum in Maidstone.

*

Golf

11: collected 25/, or if

EVENTS

July

9—Regimental Golf Meeting. Queen's Own v. The
Buffs at the Wildernesse Club, Sevenoaks.
July 16, 18, 20, and 21—Maidstone Cricket Week.
July 11—22nd Annual Reunion Past and Present Associa
tion.

REGIMENTAL GOLF
QUEEN'S OWN v The BUFFS: Meeting at the Wilder
nesse Golf Club, Sevenoaks, on Saturday, 9th July, 1960.
Queen's Own Regimental Meeting: Meeting at Folke
stone, sponsored by the 1st Battalion on 1st July. Anyone
wishing to play please inform O.C. Depot.

REGIMENTAL

CRICKET

Regimental Cricket this summer is as follows :
The Regiment v The BUFFS at Canterbury on Friday,
24th June, 1960.
The Regiment v WEST KENT C.C. at the Depot on
Saturday, 25th June, 1960.
The Regiment v The MO IE C.C. at the Depot on
Saturday, 23rd July, 1960.
The Regiment v The BAND OF BROTHERS at the
Depot on Sunday, 24th July, 1960.
Please support your Regimental Cricket this year. Any
cricketer wishing to play in any match is requested to in
form O.C. Depot.
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Social and Personal
We recently had a letter from a very old friend, to wit,
Mr. Max Beale, father of Captain Karl Beale, informing
us that the latter is at present Adjutant and Training Officer
to 16 (Lincoln) Independent Company, The Parachute Regi
ment (T.A.) In it, he also stated that Karl was married
on 2nd April last and that he had passed p.s.c., but it
remains to be seen whether he is fortunate enough to get
selected for Stall' College.
Mr. Beale was a frequent and welcome visitor to Regi
mental HQ. when he was farming at Cranbrook. He now
resides at Merlin's Cottage. Tintagei. which is a long way
from here. As he is a staunch Regimental supporter and
an avid reader of "The Buster" we send him through this
column our kindest regards and, via him, the same to his
son. Karl, with the added wishes that he will have a long
and happy married life and gets selected for the Staff
College.
*

*

*

*

We understand that Lt.Col. Paul Bryan, our M.P. (or
should I say one of them for I now recollect that Sir Harry
D'Avidgor Goldsmid is also one), has changed his address
from Sowerby Bridge to Sawdon, near Scarborough.
*

*

*

*

It was with deep regret that we learnt of the death ol'
Lord Hardinge of Penshurst. (He was a descendant of
Field Marshal Lord Harding of Sutlej fame and a Colonel
of the 97th) who we have cause to remember as a bene
factor to our Regimental Museum presenting us with many
relics of his ancestor, including the famous Sutlej guns. We
deplore his passing and will always remember him for his
kindliness and generosity.
The Colonel of the Regiment was represented at the
funeral service by Capt. S. V. Stephens from the Depot.
*

*

*

*

Maj.Gen. Jimmy Riddell is now in Geneva for an indefb
nite period; anything from a week to two months.
1 met him in Pall Mall, on the way to attend the Regi
mental Dinner, and he informed me that he had then just
returned from Washington. If Jimmy ever decides to revise
his "Who's Who" his own contribution should provide an
extra page in the form of a gazetteer.
We wish him the very best of luck in his travels.
*

*

*

*

I he London Gazette Supplement announcing the
promotion of Lt. G. B. Bateman shows his initials as "B.
G."—a compliment undoubtedly, but in order to "keep the
party clean" we have demoted him to his proper initials,
without prejudice.
*

*

*

*

We note (with personal satisfaction this time) that Lt.
Col. Harold Scott and Ccionel Handcock (his fatherin
law) backed "St. Paddy" in the Derby.
1 think the old saw "Good wine needs no bush" pro
vides a suitable comment.
I'm no Monolulu but I commend the two gentlemen
named for their perspicacity in judging a good horse, which
Col. Scott so aptly describes as my canonized namesake.

This week was brimful of Regimental functions,
including the opening of the Regimental Museum in Maid
stone, Trooping the Colour in Shorncliffe with the atten
dant visit of our beloved ColonelinChief and her visit to
the 4/5th Battalion at Dibgate, should provide interesting
material for the July Q.O.G.
It provided us at Maidstone with an extended visit by
the Colonel of the Regiment and his A.D.C.
The
plenty of
mentioned
offer them
hope their

functions mentioned
provided
them
with
hard work, and, as the glory of the occasions
is due in no small measure to their labours, we
our congratulations on the success achieved, and
reward wiil be the satisfaction of jobs well done.

The Battalions and the Depot having the opportunity
of writing their own contributions to the Q.O.G.—they can
blow their own trumpets!
*

*

*

*

The Colonel of the Regiment's Visiting Book contains
only two fresh signatures:
Capt. (now Maj.) Ogiby 4/5th Battalion whose visit was
a social one, and Capt. C. L. Tarver who signed out on
posting for duty to Lisburn. Northern Ireland. 1 think most
of his kit consisted of lishin' tackle. If he is later found
drowned in the Bann it can be assumed he enjoyed his
posting.
(Personal Note: "Say, Charles! There arc trout as big
as dolphins in the Burndennet stream just outside Strabane,
and salmon like whales in the Mourne near Lifford Bridge
which just ask for it").
*

*

*

*

A notice in "The Times" informs us that Maj.Gen.
I albot, Lt.Col. Gwilliam and Maj. Macmillan were the
guests at the Dragon Club Dinner on the 8th June.
*

*

*

*

We end up by offering our apologes to Lt.Col. Dendy,
whose name was misspelt "Denny" last month, owing to a
printer's error.
*

*

*

*

Tail Piece
i would remind everyone only a lew car badges remain
in our cupboard—it is very unlikely that we shall get any
more.
We are still open to accept orders for Regimental
Diaries (prices as shown in the Editorial Columns).
We got our dustbin back and the V.I.P. parking notice
has evidently been consigned to limbo.
1 hope to see you in thousands at the Reunion on Sun
day, July 17th, but 1 won't be able to sell you a lunch
ticket as I assume they will all be sold before then.
T.P.M.

+

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES A N D

DEATHS

BIRTH
WILSON. On 30ih May, 1960, at the Military Hospital,
Shorncliffe, to Jean (nee Hammond), wife of Sgt. D. T.
Wilson. 1st Bn. The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment, a daughter, Christine Harmer.
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MARRIAGES

PROMOTIONS A N D A P P O I N T M E N T S

23rd April, I960. 23638877 Pte. T. Roake, 1st Bn. The
Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, to Miss
Sandra Gay Percy at Surrey North Western Registrary
Office.
23rd April, I960. 23604537 Pte. C. Park, 1st Bn. The
Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, to Miss
Pamela Ann Whyatt at the Parish Church. Slough.

DEATH
HULME. On June 2nd. Maj. Herbert Raymond Hulme, of
Brook, Maiden. Cremation Tunbridge Wells, 3 p.m.,
June 9th.

OBITUARY
MAJOR H. R. HULME
Suddenly on June 2nd at Sunningdale, Berkshire, while
playing golf.
Major Ray Hulme enlisted in C Company of the 4th
Battalion at Eden bridge in 1939 and after passing out of
164 O.C.T.U. at Colchester in 1940, he was commissioned
in the Indian Army and served with the Gurkha Brigade
in the Far East.
Major Hulme. aged 41, farmed at Brock Farm, Marden
since the war and was always a keen supporter of the Regi
mental Golf Meetings.
He leaves a widow and two children.

Extracts from London Gazette
REGULAR ARMY
2/Lt. G. B. Bateman (457675) to be Lieutenant 1st
May, I960.
Army Emergency Reserve of Officers
National Service List
2/Lt. (now Lt. A. J. Stead (457447) the date of ap
pointment is IOth January, 1960, and not as in Gazette
Supplement dated 18th March, I960.
TERRITORIAL ARMY
Reserve of Officers
Maj. (Hon. Lt.Col.) A. G. S. Cobb, M.B.E. (51775)
having exceeded the age limit ceases to belong to the T.A.
Reserve of Officers, 4th June, I960, retaining the Hon. rank
of LieutenantColonel.
Lt. D. R. Curtis (439667) from Active List to be
Lieutenant, 29th March, 1960, retaining his present
seniority
Maj. C, W. L. Bird, T.D. (100640) having exceeded
the age limit ceases to belong to the T.A. Reserve of Offi
cers, 25th May, I960, retaining the rank of Majcr.
Capt. (Hon. Maj.) P. E. M. Shaw, T.D. (72421) having
exceeded the age limit ceases to belong to he T.A. Reserve
of Officers, 25th May, 1960. retaining the Hon. rank of
Major.

BY APPOINTMENT TO HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN

QUEENS ROYAL WEST KENT REGT.

GOLDSMITHS & CROWN JEWELLERS,

9 ct. gcid and enamel
Home £14.0.0
Export £ I P..5.0

GARRARD & CO. LTD., LONDON

A fine piece of jewellery, artistically
designed, makes a charming gift.
Produced by the house of Garrard
in gold and enamel, a badge brooch
can be a token of lasting value.
Designs and estimates for gem set
HOME COUNTIES BRIGADE

9 ct. gold and enamel
Home £10.10.0
Export £9.5.0

brooches are supplied free at
your request. Please address all
enquiries to the military department.

The Regimental and Brigade Badges
GARRARD & CO. LTD.
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R e c e n t S t r e e t  L o n d o n  W .I

Crown Jewellers
 Telephone: REGENT 3021 (11 lines)
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Here's one pack it's a pleasure to carry—
Kreemys, the new Sharp's toffees in the
handy pack. Buy a packet of scarlet
and gold wrapped Kreemys today
—they're delicious!
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MEMORIALS TO THE QUEEN'S OWN
by LIEUTENANTCOLONEL H. D. CHAPLIN

S

CATTERED over the world are memorials to men of
The Queen's Own who died on active service and in
peacetime. Some of them were set up by their comrades,
others by a grateful community or a military formation.
The oldest of these memorials is in the porch of the
English Church at Biarritz. It is a tablet in memory of the
34 all ranks of The 50th Foot who were killed in SouthWest
France during the last six months of the Peninsular War —
when the battles of Nive and Orthes were fought.
The next oldest is a stone and brass tomb outside Fort
William in Strand Road in Calcutta. The inscription on it
is: "To the officers and men of His Majesty's and the
Honourable East India Company's Troops who fell in the
victorious actions of Maharajpur and Punniar, 1843." The
list of names includes 10 of The 50th.
A figure of Britannia and a plaque were placed on the
north wall of the nave in Canterbury Cathedral in memory
of the 199 all ranks of The 50th who fell in the Sutlej Cam
paign in 184546. The Crimea Memorial of The 50th is also
in Canterbury Cathedral.
The Crimea Memorial of The 97th Regiment is in Win
chester Cathedral. It is a stainedglass window, above
which hang the Colours carried by The 97th at Sevastopol.
Beneath the window are four tablets. On one is the inscrip
tion : " The above window is dedicated by the officers now
serving and those who have lately served in The 97th or
Earl of Ulster's Regiment, to the memory of the officers,
noncommissioned officers, drummers and privates of the
corps who lost their lives when the regiment occupied the
Piraeus, Greece, in conjunction with the French in 1854 and
did duty in the trenches at the siege and fall of Sevastopol,
1855. Under this tablet is another of similar size giving
the names of the 10 officers who died. The third tablet has
on it some texts from the Bible. The fourth shows that the
number of soldiers who died was 527 and gives the cause
of death.
One of the officers of The 97th killed at Sevastopol
was Major A. F. Welsford. An archway erected in his
memory stands in St. Paul's Cemetery in Halifax, Nova
Scotia, where he was born.
The most remote memorial connected with the regi
ment is the hatchment in St. Mary's Church in New
Plymouth. New Zealand. It commemorates the men of The
50th and 68th Regiments who fell while fighting the Maoris
in the province of Taranaki in 186366.
Since 1881, when The 50th and 97th Foot became the
1st and 2nd Battalions The Queen's Own, the name of
almost every member of the regiment who has lost his life
on active service has been recorded in All Saints' Church,
Maidstone. The exceptions are the 11 who died in Palestine
in 1938. the 25 who fell in Malaya in 195154, and the two
who died in Cyprus in 195659. A Book of Remembrance
is being prepared for them and will be handed over to the
Vicar for his safekeeping when it is ready.
The first regimental memorial to be placed in All
Saints' Church was the window to the 79 all ranks who lost
their lives in Egypt and the Sudan in 188286. This was
followed by the memorial screen to the 17 members of the
1st Battalion who died during the Punjab Frontier Cam

paign in 189798. Next was the tablet to the three other
ranks who died during the Aden Expedition of 1901. Then
came the memorial window and plaque to the 116 all ranks
who fell in the War in South Africa in 190002. Also there
are tablets for the three officers and one sergeant who died
in East and West Africa between 1900 and 1904.
Three other South African War Memorials concerning
the regiment were erected :— a monument at Flarrismith in
the Orange Free State for the 8th Division (Rundle's Grey
hounds), in which the 2nd Battalion served ; a marble tablet
in Rochester Cathedral for " the soldiers of the County of
Kent" ; and a tablet in St. Alphege's Church, Greenwich,
for the nine other ranks of the 2nd Volunteer Battalion.
The Roll of Honour of The Queen's Own for the Great
War, 191418, and Afghanistan, 1919, contained 6,851
names. It was decided to record them in a Book of
Remembrance. This was placed in All Saints Church in
July, 1 ( )38. In addition, the Regimental Cenotaph was
erected in Brenchley Gardens. It is a replica, rather
smaller in size, of the Cenotaph in Whitehall and was
designed by the same architect, Sir Edwin Lutyens.
Another memorial of the regiment for the Great War
is a panel in the Chapel of the Royal Military Academy,
Sandhurst.
After the 2nd Battalion left Palestine in March. 1939,
an oak lectern was unveiled in the Chapel at Peninsula Bar
racks, Haifa, in memory of the 11 other ranks who had
been killed in action or had died. This lectern is now at
the Regimental Depot.
There are five memorials to members of the regiment
who died in overseas stations in peacetime. The earliest is
a painting of St. Luke and a plaque in the Garrison Church
in Tigne Barracks, Malta, to 12 other ranks of the 1st Bat
talion who died on the island in 1902 and 190406. The next
is a brass plaque in the Garrison Church in Tanglin Bar
racks at Singapore to one officer and six other ranks of the
2nd Battalion who died there in 190608. A cross of gold
was placed on Holy Trinity Church at Bangalore and a
brass tablet in the church to eight other ranks of the 1st
Battalion, 192832. Plaques were also placed in the Gar
rison Churches at Trimulgherry and Karachi to six of the
1st Battalion, 193236. and to two of the 1st Battalion,
193637, respectively.
Some memorials to members of the regiment who died
in peacetime are in All Saints' Church. "These are tablets
to Colonel C. H. Browne, the first C.O. of the 2nd Battalion;
to Lieutenant S. J. Barton, who was R.S.M. of the 1st Bat
talion on the Punjab Frontier and later Q.M. of the 1st
Volunteer Battalion ; to Colonels H. D. BuchananDunlop
and W. V. Palmer, both of whom were chairmen of the Past
and Present Association; and to Major Leckie.
In July, 1951, a Book of Remembrance was placed in
All Saints' Church in memory of the 1,678 members of The
Queen's Own who gave their lives in the Second World War,
193945.
Four other memorials commemorate members of the
regiment who died during that war. Two of them are at
Kohima —a wooden cross erected by comrades to the 61
who were killed in the Defence of Kohima in April, 1944 ;
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and a monolith to those of the 5th Indian Division who fell
in the Defence and Relief of Kohima from March to June,
1944. Another, at Griefenburg in Austria, is a cross of
pinewood dedicated to those of the 6th Battalion who died
in North Africa, Sicily and Italy ; their names were painted
on it. And in St. Paul's Anglican Cathedral in Valetta,
Malta, inscribed wooden panelling commemorates the units
who served in the Defence of Malta from June, 1940 to
May, 1943 ; the 2nd Battalion was there.
Our last memorial is a small church, named All Saints',
at Kuala Kubu Bharu in Malaya. It was built by the 1st
Battalion and a plaque was placed in it in memory of the
25 all ranks who fell while lighting the Communist terrorists
in 195154.
We all hope that these memorials of The Queen's Own
will be preserved.
REGIMENTAL CAR BADGES
The badge is made of heavily chromeplated metal with
the cap badge set in a background of the Regimental
Colours in vitreous enamel.

A R M Y GOLF MEETING
The Regiment entered a team for the InterRegimental
event (The Argyll and Sutherland Bowl) in the Army Golf
Meeting which was held at Royal St. Georges, Sandwich,
for the first time for a considerable number of years. We
were, unfortunately, beaten in the first round by the even
tual winners, The Welsh Guards, by 20 holes.
A short account of each match follows:
Lt.Col. H. E. Scott one down to Col. A. A. Duncan.
Thanks to errors by his opponent Col. Duncan was
four up after six holes, and Col. Scott had unpleasant
visions of a double figure deficit being recorded against
him. At this point, however, he pulled himself together, did
the next 11 holes in par figures and, with his opponent
making an occasional mistake, squared the match on the
17th green. Both were on the last green in two, but Col.
Scott failed to get down in two from the bottom of the
bank on the left and so finished one down.
21Lt. R. H. Whitty two down to Col. W. G. Malcolm.
Thanks almost entirely to indifferent putting and a
slightly unnerving remark by his opponent on the first tee
to the effect that he was a three handicap golfer who
practically lived on the course, Whitty found himself five
down at the turn. At this point his trolley collapsed—
presumably with disgust. This misfortune, however,
seemed to spur him to better efforts, and he soon won three
holes back to be only two down on the 15th tee. The match
was now becoming tense and Col. Malcolm's cigarette
consumption began to rise, but, with two of the remaining
holes being halved and each winning one of the others,
Whitty could do no better than 2 down.
Maj.Gen. C. H. Tarver one up on Lt.Col P. R. Leuchars.
Gen. Tarver was the only member of our team to
get the better of his opponent. He got off to a flying start,
being three up after five holes, but lost the sixth where he
took three putts. This so raised his opponent's morals that
he wiped out the deficit and himself became one up after
13 holes. The 14th and 15th were halved, but Gen. Tarver
was close to the 16th hole with his tee shot and won it, his
opponent having driven into a bunker, and the match was
square. Two fours to finish with enabled the General to
finish one up.
Col. A. A. E. MerlottChitty five down to Maj. Holland.
All our side were up against players of considerably
lower handicap and Col. Chitty came up against a very
strong opponent. However, after being three down early
on, he reached the turn in 41 strokes and was only one
down after 12 holes. A series of long waits then unfor
tunately put him out of his stride and enabled Maj.
Holland to win four of the last six holes.

The cost is 26/9 post free. — Apply to the Editor,
"Queen's Own Gazette," Regimental Headquarters, The
Barracks, Maidstone.

2/Lt. D. H. CHlingham 13 down to Capt. Malcolm.
Capt. Malcolm, whose handicap was said to be 16,
went round in 82. This was very bad luck on Gillingham,
who had notably stepped into the breach at the last minute
when it was learnt that Maj. Archer had strained his back.
Gillingham reports that he thoroughly enjoyed his
game although he was by the end of it still more or less
unacquainted with the fairway. He did, nevertheless, startle
both his opponent and himself by holing a long putt on the
first green. This form, unfortunately, was not to be
repeated,
RE.S,
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Adoption of 1st Battalion by Borough of Folkestone
16th MAY, 1960

T

HERE was sadness in the air on Folkestone's famous
Leas on Monday when, in a colourful and spectacu
lar ceremony, the 1st Battalion The Queen's Own Royal
West Kent Regiment was adopted by the borough.
It was one of the last ceremonial parades in the life of
The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment for early
next year the regiment will amalgamate with The Buffs
(Royal East Kent Regiment).
" This is a sad occasion in some ways," declared
Lt.Colonel D. H. Gwilliam, the battalion's commanding
oilicer, speaking at the parade.
" I am here as the last commanding oilicer of the Bat
talion in its present form." he continued. " However, it is
the wish and belief of all of us that the happy relations

their red robes, MajorGeneral D. E. B. Talbot. Colonel of
the Regiment and General Oilicer Commanding East Anglia
District, and distinguished guests. A fanfare of trumpets
heralded the arrival of the town's chief citizen.
The Mayor's Chaplain, Rev. J. F. Hough, conducted
prayers and the Town Clerk of Folkestone, Mr. N. C.
Scragg, read the resolution of adoption, which was encased
in a tooled leather container and presented to the Com
manding Officer by the Mayor, who then addressed the
parade.
" Before you lose your individual identity we want to
place on record our appreciation of your services to this
county, to the country and the commonwealth." said the
Mayor.
He went on : " We are proud in this borough of our

Lt.Col. D. H. Gwilliam receiving the illuminated scroll from the Mayor of Folkestone, Alderman W. M. Harris
watched by the Colonel of the Regiment
which have existed for so long between the borough and the
two regiments of the county will be strengthened after the
amalgamation next year of The Buffs and The Queen's Own
to form one Regiment of Kent."
The adoption was an acknowledgement by the town
of the regiment's contribution to the defence of freedom,
country and Commonwealth.
Over 300 officers and men were on parade, and the
streets of Folkestone were crowded as the Battalion, headed
by the band and drums, marched through the town. With
the Regiment's colours flying proudly, the parade marched
on to the Leas, where more than a thousand onlookers —
many of them holidaymakers from the Continent — had
gathered to watch the ceremony.
Looking out towards the English Channel the parade
waited for the arrival of the Mayor of Folkestone, Alder
man W. Harris, members of the Town Council, attired in

past connections with The Queen's Own Royal West
Kent Regiment. From 1934 to 1937 the 2nd Battalion
was stationed at Shorncliffe, then the 1st Battalion came
to Shorncliffe in 193839 prior to its expansion into several
Battalions before the last war. You moved in once more in
194850 and then followed highlycommendable service in
Malta, Germany, Suez and Cyprus. Now you are again at
Shorncliffe where, I am given to understand, you will
remain until amalgamation."
Alderman Harris said he thought it would be true to
say that each time they returned from foreign service they
came back to Shorncliffe and regarded it as home. He added
that he was particularly proud that there were many of his
own local residents serving with the regiment. There was
also a flourishing Past and Present Association in the town.
He then paid tribute to the Battle Honours won by the
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Regiment, which he described as one of the finest examples
of Line Regiments in the British Army.
" You have a long, proud and historical association
with Kent," he declared. "This corner of England has
often been in the forefront of the history of this country

I he Colour Party

and you have played a valiant part in the defence of these
islands.
" We are proud that this borough by this adoption
ceremony has placed on record its appreciation of the
honours you have achieved."

Lt. C. G. Champion carrying the Queen's Colour, and 21 Lt. R. F. Schooling carrying the Regi
mental Colour. The Escort, C.S.M Si mmonite, Sgts. Rickwood and Hope
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LieutenantColonel Gwilliam replied : "As the Mayor
has mentioned, the association between the Borough of
Folkestone and my regiment has been a close one which
has been built up over a number of years.
" It is an association which we in The Queen's Own
value highly. For us. Shorncliffe has always been a happy
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station and this has been largely due to the great kindness
shown to us individually and collectively by the townspeople
of Folkestone."
The Colonel said it was with particular pleasure that
he heard of the sincere support given to the decision of the
Council to confer upon the 1st Battalion the civic honour
of adoption.
He then revealed that the
Duchess of Kent, Colonelin
Chief of the Regiment, had ex
pressed
great
pleasure
on
learning that the 1st Battalion
was to be adopted by Folkestone.
"Her Royal Highness has
authorised me to convey to you,
Mr. Mayor and members of
your C ouncil, her appreciation
and best wishes on this special
occasion in the history of her
Regiment."
The offical party then drove
the few yards to the saluting
base at Leas Cliff Hall, while
the Battalion marched along the
Leas with the police trying to
control the thronging crowd. At
the march past the Mayor, sup
ported by the Colonel of the
Regiment, took the salute.
After the ceremony the
Commanding Oilicer and senior
officers together with the guests
joined the Mayor and the Coun
cil at a reception in the Leas
Cliff Hall.

ering leads his Co mpany followed by Lt. N. C. Pearce

138

71

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

Reflections of a Retread
Republished by kind permission o f the Editor of "The Infantryman"
A retired officer coming to the War Office for the first
time as a Regimental Officer, who had never before held
a staff appointment, was undoubtedly a sore trial to the
G.S.O.I under whom at first I worked. For instance, the
Staff College, i soon gathered, regards the slightest devia
tion from the use of correct abbreviations as somewhere
between bad discipline and stubbing your cigarette end on
the drawing room carpet. My deviations were many and
varied and my drafted letters often severely hacked about.
I once mildly observed upon this, upon which my G.I
replied, "Don't worry, you see, it all comes out of the War
Office as pure fine gold", a view which may not be univer
sally held. It is clear that staying long in any office has the
major advantage of continuity, but this may be offset by
the menace of becoming an expert. It has been said, also of
the House of Commons, that it is comparatively easy to
find an expert on almost every conceivable subject; what is
difficult is, having found him, to get him to stop talking
about it. 'The network of official experts of course extends
all over London. A great variety of enquiries are made
ranging from obtaining a photograph of a waterfall in
British Guiana to variations in the form of arabic numerals
used in Africa. The expert is always there if he can be
tracked down. A fascinating quiz game could be developed
on these lines; judging from the type and variety of ques
tions put to the writer whilst in the War Office it would
seem that the game is well under way.
The serving officer, of course, comes to the War Office
with an enthusiastic desire to get things done quickly; the
retired officer on the other hand knows from longer experi
ence that this is quite out of the question. This has best been
described by a distinguished Sapper as similar to the
actions of a man whose duty is to propel an enormous ball
of dough across a room. The new and enthusiastic take
great kicks at it, and merely become embedded. The ccrrec
action is to pat it gently and at the end of a three years
tour of duty it may have got halfway across the room.
Many officers do. of course, continue to take running kicks
even up to the end, but it avails them little.
Most officers spend a high proportion of their time in
persuading finance branches that it would be advantageous
to the fighting soldier as well as a sound safeguard against
potential enemies if such and such were provided. This,
however, is not as easy as it sounds. The key to success
of course is to show that a saving is being effected to offset
the new expenditure. This often calls for great ingenuity,
but it must always be remembered that the financiers have
been taken for a ride before and that they are from ex
perience a suspicious race.
There is a splendid panache about the second floor
of the War Office in which all the top people have their
offices. A marble staircase leads to oak panelled passages;
messengers wear tail coals, and tea is served in silver plated
tea sets instead of being drunk out of an old kitchen cup
brought up to the office and like the writer's, tied on the
handle with a piece of coloured string for identification.
The walls are hung with large oil paintings of Edwardian
vintage. There is a famous one of Queen Victoria riding a
magnificent horse which appears to have no hind legs, it is

thought that they were not catered for in Estimates. The
second floor also possesses certain typewriters which have an
extra large type; they are used for "very important" papers.
It is a good tactic, if you want to impress your views on
other people, to have them typed in the large type; they then
aquire the second floor mystique and you are several points
up on your adversary.
A room with a view, particularly when of the Horse
Guards and the splendid London plane trees of St. James's
Park has been an added amenity. The great crowds which in
the summer watch, apparently spellbound, the Royal Horse
Guards and their evolutions give the answer to anyone
doubting the value of full dress and pageantry.
One of the signs of rank in the War Office is the
presence of a carpet on the floor; only colonels, or their
civilian equivalents and above are allowed them. They have
two major advantages: awkward files as we have heard
before can be nailed under them and the noise of telephone
conversations is considerably reduced. Four people in a
room devoid of a carpet or curtains produces a competitive
form of telecommunication—a new and hideous expression
—which reminds one constantly of the officer at Rhine
Army Headquarters who asked what all the shouting was
about in the next room; he was informed that it was the
Brigadier talking to Berlin. "Why," he asked. " does he not
use the telephone?" Of the many services at one's disposal
in the War Office, including an excellent telephone system,
the efficiency and wonderful cheerfulness of the blind short
hand typists is something which will always be remembered.
Looking back, the seven years has been a pleasant
experience, and in the end one realizes that the machine is
greater than the man.
In conclusion it can be said that the retired officer
scheme seems to suit all concerned; it is not easy for a
retired officer to find congenial work within his own sphere
of knowledge at a reasonable salary without putting down
capital: the Army in return gets continuity. It is surprising
that the Navy and the R.A.F. have not adopted it.

+
During a recent convention of atom scientists
one of the professors spent his whole free time at
the gambling tables. A couple of his colleagues were
discussing their friend's weakness.
" Hotchkiss gambles as if there were no to
morrow," said one.
" Maybe," commented the other, " he knows
something."
*

*

*

*

Don't hunt for trouble, but look for success.
You'll find what you look for — don't look for
distress.
If you see but your shadow, remember. I pray.
That the sun is still shining, but you're in the way.
Don't grumble, don't bluster, don't dream and don't
shirk,
Don't think of the worries, but think of some work ;
The worries will vanish, the work will be done,
No man sees his shadow who faces the sun.
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WITH THE 1st BATTALION AT SHORNCLIFFE

Cpl. Pilclicrs and Pte, Mathews viewing items of the Battalion Silver outside Ihe Guardroom

140

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

These photographs show some aspects of life with the
1st Battalion at Shorncliffe, they were taken by the
Folkestone Herald and Gazette.

We are indebted to the Editor for his kind permission
to republish them.

2/Lt. Hugh Nisbet R.A.E.C., in school with a 2nd Class
Education Study Period

Battalion M.M.G. Platoon.
L./Cpl. De Meyer and a Section in the Field

Battalion A" Mortar Platoon "At Work"

Battalion And Tank Platoon "At Work"

Battalion Boxing Team.
Ptes. Hart and Roberts in Action supervised by A.l.s
Bradsltaw and Eagles

Mens' Dining Hall.
Meats being served under the eagle eye of the Battalion
Orderly Officer and C.S.M. Spalding
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HE outstanding event
for the Battalion in
May was our adoption by
the Borough of Folke
stone. The ceremony at
which this honour was
conferred upon us took
place on The Leas on
16th May and some 250
men of the Battalion
paraded in No. 1 Dress
with the Colours and the
Band and Drums. A full
account of the occasion
appears elsewhere but we
should like to record our
thanks to the Mayor and
Council for this recog
nition of the good rela
tions which exist between
the Regiment and the
Borough and also to the
Mayor for
his
kind
remarks about the Regi
ment which he made in his speech before presenting the
Resolution of Adoption of the Regiment to the Command
ing Officer. We were delighted that the Colonel of the
Regiment was able to be present at the ceremony. The
message from our ColonelinChief was also greatly
appreciated.
This month has been our last in the Strategic Reserve
and on 9th May, MajorGeneral P. G. S. Hobbs.
C.B., D.S.O.. O.B.E., G.O.C. 1st Division, paid us a farewell
visit': he was entertained in the Officers' and Sergeants'
Messes and gave a short talk to all ranks. On 27th May
our Brigade Commander, Brigadier D. W. Jackson. O.B.E.,
also came to say goodbye. From 1st June we come under
the direct command of Headquarters Home Counties
District. Our tour in the Strategic Reserve has meant a lot
of hard work and a number of interesting organisational
problems but we are very sorry to leave ; however, we still
have a very full programme ahead of us and the prospect of
some interesting training towards the end of the summer.
Training this month has consisted chiefly of Annual
Classification and completion of Battle Efficiency Tests.
The shooting results to date have been encouraging and we
look forward to a successful Battalion Rifle Meeting and
to some success in the 19th Infantry Brigade Group Rifle
Meeting at Colchester, on 1st and 2nd June.
Other activities have, of course, included rehearsals for
Trooping the Colour on 10th June when a large number of

Battalions :

jj

spectators are expected on the occasion of the visit of our
ColonelinChief.
On 22nd May the Corps of Drums beat Retreat on the
Square and are to be congratulated on a very fine per
formance which we hope will be repeated during the sum
mer when opportunity offers. A most attractive buffet sup
per was prepared by the Messing Staff to which full justice
was done by members of the Battalion.
The Officers' Mess entertained a number of guests to
dinner on 26th May ; these included Brigadier G. R. G.
Bird, A.D.C., Deputy Commander and LieutenantColonel
E. C. Mansell. O.B.E., R.A., A.A. & Q.M.G. Home Counties
District, Colonel E. C. Spanton. M.B.E., Commandant Small
Arms Wing, School of Infantry, and LieutenantColonel
P. E. C. Andrews, Home Counties Brigade Depot.
On the same evening the Sergeants' Mess entertained
Mr. E. Sharp and members of the firm of Edward Sharp
and Company of Maidstone and made a presentation of a
Regimental Shield in recognition of the kindness of the firm
in sending gifts to the Battalion at Christmas and Easter for
a number of years.
We have regretfully said goodbye to Major Dennis
Campbell who has been shuttling between the Battalion and
the Depot for some time and is now attending a Ground
Liaison Officers' Course at the School of Land Air Warfare.
In his place we welcome back Major Tony Franklin from
a staff appointment in East Africa.
In the sporting world we have not been idle. Each com
pany has held its athletics meeting this month and the
Battalion meeting took place on 17th May. Congratulations
to "A" Company on their success. Cricket has begun well
with a win on 25th May against Hawkhurst and another on
the following day in the 1st Round of the Garrison Cup
against 16th Light AntiAircraft Regiment, R.A. Sailing
will begin shortly, following the purchase of the first three
boats through the generosity of the Nuffield Trust.
Congratulations to Captain Gerry Cleaver on his pro
motion and to Sergeant and Mrs. Wilson on the birth ol
their daughter.

"A" C O M P A N Y
As a result of the drop in numbers in the company,
both in senior and junior ranks, the company is now back
to a two platoon organisation. Poor old 2 Platoon again
goes into suspended animation.
The whole focus of attention is now, of course. Troop
ing the Colour on June 10th. and one or two drill parades
daily are now quite usual. "A" Company is providing No. 1
Guard, the Escort to the Colour, with a few stalwarts from
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B Company to swell Ihe numbers, and have now reached
a reasonable standard of drill and deportment.
To close, a brief mention of our activities on the range.
50% of the company are marksmen on both SLR and LMG!
The Company Commander still suspects a fiddle but as the
other companies are of the same standard he can't do much
about it.
The Cream.
1 Platoon
News this month of any unusual nature is lacking.
Standby has come to an end much to everybody s relief and
fiveday weeks we hope are starting again. Just after Easter
we spent an enjoyable time up at Stanford in Norfolk get
ting ourselves accustomed once more to Section, Platoon
and Company Attacks, digging, in and night patrolling.
Most of the period has been taken up with practising
fcr the Trooping the Colour and by June 10th we should
be able to do the whole parade in our sleep. On Monday,
May 16th we were all on the Adoption by Folkestone
parade and duly saw ourselves on TV. Great thrills for
the girlfriends !
We must wish Sgt. Maume the best of luck in his course
at Hythe, and L/Cpls. Hubbard and Remedios in their
cadre at the Brigade Depot. We also welcome Cpl. Watson
as Acting Platoon Sergeant and hope he enjoys his stay with
the regulars' platoon.
Lastly we had the Battalion Sports where the company
distinguished itself by winning both the TugoWar and
the Meeting itself. L/Cpl. Gissing won the high jump with
Cpl. "Andy Capp" Quilter a very close second, "Andy Capp"
and Cpl. Watson also did well in the Pole Vault where Cpl.
Watson came second. A very stout effort was made by Pte.
Mills in the hurdles and other running events. Mr. Holman,
Cpls. Quilter and Watson represented us in the TugoWar,
so all in all the platoon had quite a share in winning the
Cup.
Your scribe has nearly forgotten our efforts on the
Annual Range Classification and to mention the marksman
in the platoon now, would take too much space, but we
have a very large number of them. Good shooting lads.
The Elite.
3 Platoon
Just recently after the rigours of raiding exercises, and
the exhumation of the corpses in the subsequent post mor
tems, we have settled to the more routine life of garrison
soldiering. There has been the inevitable reshuffling of
the company organisation, which is bound to be a conse
quence of the shifting population of a conscript army. How
ever. 3 Platoon shows a certain hereditary immunity to
these migrations and were only involved in a change of
location as opposed to a change of formation.
Our life is shooting, drilling, bulling and for a while
testing our skill with walls, ropes and running. Drill how
ever is paramount, and in the company athletics the platoon
showed its usual solidarity. A few experts backing an
interested but very amateur majority to victory and a two
pound ten share out on a Wednesday which was unexpected
but a very welcome windfall.
A small percentage of the Platoon then went on to the
company team and again through solidarity rather than
brilliance came away with both the Athletics Shield and the
TugoWar Cup. Neither were we without our individual
cups. Again a windfall, perhaps more appropriately a rain

fall. beer for the boy's of the TugoWar, was a very wel
come gesture.
So. preoccupied with Trooping the Colour, there is
little news in the platoon level, most of it is common to the
company or the whole battalion.
Demob Happy.

" B " COY.
During the past month we have had a change of Com
pany Commanders in B Company, Major Winstanley
has left for D Company and Lt. Clinch is now residing in
the O.C.s office. With the departure of Major Winstanley,
Pte. Brian Trigg has also disappeared to D Company which
has meant that the line of empty beds in the Permanent
Staff block is increasing with alarming rapidity. When our
two " old soldiers," Tony Rye and Don Carr, regain their
civilian status at the end of June our room will be very
empty indeed.
B Company is supplying a small squad to help swell
A Companies parade strength for the Trooping of the
Colour on June 10th. For weeks past sleepy figures have
been wandering about B Company lines in the early hours
of the morning, looking hopefully for the odd spot or rain
which might cancel the practice parade. Unfortunately for
them, we have had a run of exceptionally fine weather for
the past weeks and not once have they come back early due
to unfavourable weather conditions. Now that No. 1 Dress
is being worn for the practices our representation certainly
looks on the ball as they march off to join A Company for
further practices.
The whole Company went down to Risborough
stadium on Monday, 9th May, to take part in the pre
liminaries of the Regimental Sports Day which is being held
on the 17th May. We combined with Support Company
for the events, but unfortunately it was not B Company's
day and none of our entrants except Pte. Trott (Trottie)
came near to winning any of the heats. After persuasion
the majority of B Company entered for an event, but it
was soon obvious that Support Company had far too stiff
an opposition for us. Nevertheless our team " jogged "
along through all the events.
Once again we are travelling backwards and forwards
to the ranges in an effort to classify on the rifle and LMG.
Fortunately the classification on the rifle is now behind us
and after two days spent on Hythe Ranges we all managed
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to classify as a marksman or 1st Class shot. The weather
stayed fine for most of the time, which always helps these
days to pass far more pleasantly.
On hearing that the classification for the LMG would
take place in future on Saturdays, a number of glum faces
have appeared in B Company lines. Speculations are now
going on as to when we will be able to start on weekly
homeward journeys.
Someone was credited with saying "A soldier's life is
a very hard life " and now most of us agree with it but also
adding that there are times when it's essential and very
necessary. Between practical training at Stanford, Battle
Efficiency Tests on the Romney Marsh and Annual Range
Classification at Hythe, this month has been a very busy
one.
At Stanford we rose early and returned a little late
feeling possibly a little tired but with the knowledge of
having achieved something worthwhile. We attacked the
enemy, consisting of the Company Sergeant Major ably
assisted by the clerks, carried out patrols and defended
numerous areas which we had captured. After a very shaky
start at section level we can proudly and rightly say our
company attacks were good especially with Pte. Staples on
the twoinch mortar supporting the company with smoke,
some of the Alpha Company will remember his deadly
accurate use of the mortar when they made a hurried exit
from a wood.
Once upon a time it was something to be a marksman,
now it's all the rage and it is a change to be just a second
or first class shot. Nearly all Company Headquarters are
marksman on either weapons and no doubt we shall see
the badges shortly displayed by all. The President of the
Regimental Institute will have to stock large supplies to
meet the demands.
For those who once thought that drill was a thing ol
the past they have quickly had their minds changed. Troop
ing the Colour is a very old tradition and an impressive
ceremony but it does entail lots of hard work as most of the
company have realised. Between drill parades we do
manage to keep our heads above water and on the 10th June
most will agree that it was worth the effort.
This month has brought many changes to the company,
especially to us at Headquarters, it is with great regret that
we say cheerio to Capt. P. J. Goodwin, who has commanded
the company continuously for eighteen months. We know
that Major A. W. Franklin who we welcome to the com
pany, will have our interests at heart just the same as Capt.
P. J. Goodwin did, we hope you will always remember
" Charlie " Company no matter where you serve, as indeed
you will.
"Maxy" Maxwell has forsaken his place of retreat
and has finally emerged to collect his last pay, and best
wishes from all of us here in the Office. He insisted right
up to the end that he always worked hard and never
glanced, even a wee bit, at his pinups, which he has left
to his fellow members of the Company.
7 Platoon
This month has been auspicious for the number of
vanishing tricks performed by various members of the
management of the platoon. Sgt. Clarke, our new Sgt., and
Cpl. Woolard, have appeared, briefly, to mutter " Educa
tion, Sir," and then disappear for the day. The rot has even
spread to the lower echelon, as they are now all beginning
to take up this unknown cry of " Education, Sir." This has
now come to an abrupt halt, but even so, there still seems

a distinct lack of management personnel and others whom
our Sparrow (apologies to Roy Ullyett of the Daily Express)
tells me. are on leave, sciving, being demobilised or just not
around. That flash of blue, passing your scribe's window
just now was apparently the Platoon Commander on an
athletics coaching course. 1 thought he was coming on
muster parade in his pyjamas.
Other main features of this month are training at
Stanford, Trooping the Colour parades and classification.
Stanford has produced a new crop of sun tanned, battle
weary veterans, .and a distinct taste for high speed battalion
pub crawls.
The recent fanatical outburst of parades and No. 1
Dress has produced an even newer crop of veterans who
certainly don't let the grass grow underfoot, our Sparrow
has assured me however, " that we all lap it up."
The annual range classification has proved most suc
cessful, and has produced a large number of marksmen
and 1st class shots, who just cannot believe it. There are
still vague rumblings about Saturday ranges.
There was another event this month. We contented
ourselves with winning the important evens, but must give
credit to the other mob for a narrow win over us in the
InterPlatoon Athletics.
Finally we come to our social and personal column,
consisting of a farewell to those two redoubtable men,
Messrs. Del Harding and Tich Colegate, returning to their
seventh heaven, etc. Congratulations to Pte. C'live Park on
his recent marriage. Let's hope one and one make more
than two !
Bilko and Co.
8 Platoon
This was a month of shooting and athletics principally.
We fired annual range classification course, and are pleased
to record that nearly everybody ended up as first class shots
on both weapons. A little sad news was caused by the fact
that we had to sacrifice two Saturdays for range work which
was a blow, having finished our " Spearhead " standby.
We won the interplatoon athletics against 7 Platoon
easily and several distinguished performances were
recorded. The promise shown in these performances was
later borne out in the Battalion Athletics Meeting. In this
meeting wins were recorded by Dave Scutt in the one mile
and Alan Newman in the 880 yards, who also came third
in the High Jump. "Chalkie" White came third in the
440 yards.
We are sorry to lose this month Ken Jarvis, George
Adams and Alan Formeman having completed their " time."
We cannot persuade them to sign on, so we hope they are
as successful in civvy street as they were in 8 (and 9)
Platoon.

" D " COMPANY
'D' Company has had another change of Company
Commander, and Maj. D. S. Scull, after his somewhat short
stay in the Company, has left us for HQ. Company and in
his place we are pleased to welcome Maj. R. G. Winstanley
who joins us from 'B' Company. We hope that his stay in
the Company will be long and happy.
2/Lt. Barnes has also left us for HQ. Company. We are
sorry to see him go and trust he will continue to regard
Delta as his spiritual home. 2/Lt. J. Martindale, who has
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joined us after a brief stay in 'B' Company on a cadre, has
taken over command of I i Platoon.
During the past month the Company have spent most
of their time training for and undergoing subsequently
Battle Efficiency Tests and the Annual Range Classification
in the gaps between Battalion Drill Parades.
We all rather enjoyed the Folkestone Adoption Parade
on 16th May when we marched through the town following
a ceremony on the Lees, the details of which will doubtless
be given elsewhere in these notes. The bevy of beauties
who appeared from Messrs. Sainsbury's upstairs window to
cheer us on our way through the town really inspired us.
How unfortunate that the traflic lights did not turn red to
hold up the parade at that spot.
Although no startling results were achieved by the
Company collectively in the Battalion Athletics Meeting
several individuals did very well and as a result Pies.
Mobear, MoKenna, Bradshaw and JtCennett have been
provisionally selected to represent the Battalion in the Inter
Unit Athletics Meetings later in the summer. Good perfor
mances were also put up by Cpls. Dawkins, Bannister and
McLeod in the sprints and hurdle events. The weightier
members of the Company combined in our TugofWar
team under Sgt. Shields' inspiration and, after several
desperate and agonising pulls, finished as runnersup to 'A'
Company.
Die old No. 12 Platoon has been renumbered No. 11
Platoon so that we now consist of 10 and li Platoons
instead of 10 and 12 as formerly. "A rose by any other
name, etc., etc."
10 Platoon
This month has been rather uneventful for the Platoon
as it has indeed for the Battalion. A week in Stanford
broke the monotony and all the lads had a very enjoyable
week up in Norfolk, largely due to weather conditions
which were perfect. Rifle and I.M.G. classification is in full
swing and excellent results have to date been obtained by
the majority of the Platoon.
11 Platoon
The month of April passed very slowly as the Battalion
was on "Stand by" which meant that we spent a lot of
time in the Garrison over weekends.
We were lucky enough to have a week training up at
Stanford in Norfolk and this was much enjoyed by us all,
not only for the break that it offered from normal routine
but also because of the lovely weather that we experienced.
It was just bad luck though that we missed our Easter leave
as a result.
After Norfolk we returned to a still full programme of
rangework in preparation for classifying in May, and also
to practice for the Company Athletic Meeting at which we
did very well winning over threequarters of the events.
Sgt. Shields has taken over as Platoon Sergeant from
Sgt. Leiper who is at present busy on a Small Arms
Course at Hythe.

SUPPORT COMPANY
This month has seen the departure of half the Com
pany to Chatham where, under the command of Lt. M.J.
Smith, with Sgt. Coleman as his 2 i/c, they are preparing a
demonstration. With the School of Military Engineering
back at Shorncliffe the remainder of the Company, consist

ing mainly of Company HQ. and a few odds and ends, are
slaving away preparing for the ceremony of Trooping the
Colour. We are also trying to find our best shots on the
Rifle and the L.M.G. so we can enter a team in the Bat
talion Small Arms Meeting.
The Battalion Athletic Meeting has once again passed.
The less said the better. Our one and only excuse for not
winning is, of course, "half the Company being at Chat
ham." Our congratulations go to the two members of the
Company who won events, L/Cpl. Robinson in the sprint,
and Pte. Barton who won the pole vault.
Farewells: This month we say goodbye to the 5810
National Service group, namely Ptes. Ball, Caulfield,
Constable, Davies and Freegard. Pte. Davies has been the
faithful weapon "looker after" for the past 21 months. We
wish them all the very best in Civvy Street.
Maj. D.P.I. Campbell has now finished his temporary
stay with the Company and has now handed over the com
mand to Lt. C. G. Champion, who now has the dual
command of Sp. Company and the M.M.G. Platoon.
The main event of the month has been the Adoption
of the Regiment by the Borough of Folkestone. This took
place amongst the sea mist on the Leas Cliff, and was fol
lowed by a march through the town of Folkestone.
The cricket season has started once again. We wish to
congratulate Lt. C. G. Champion and L/Cpl. DeMeyer on
obtaining positions in the Battalion team.
All seems quiet from the direction of the Company
Stores. Before next month's edition we will try to find out

WANTED
Men from

THE ROYAL WEST KENT REGT.
for the

KENT COUNTY
CONSTABULARY
Good Pay  Good Promotion Prospects  Good
Housing  Good Pension
and

SECURITY
If you are 5' 9" or over, of good character
and about to leave the Regiment, write to :

The Chief Constable of Kent,
Police Headquarters, Maidstone,
for full particulars.

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE
if they are still with us or whether they have hibernated
for the summer.
The Company Office is carrying on in its "new" way.
The days now consist of 90 per cent of the time on the
square and the remaining 10 per cent in the office. Cries of
"Roll on demob" can be heard from Ptes. Cordrey (9
months to do) and Atkinson (eternity) while Sgt. Brock
sits at his desk and crosses the last 40 days or so off his
calendar.
The Arms Stores, now in the care of Ptes. Saunders
and Belcher, are a bit more lively nowadays. Handing out
the weapons for drill parades must be quite tiring work for
them.
Mortar Platoon
First we would like to welcome Cpl. Phillips back to the
Platoon and hope that he will enjoy his stay with us.
At the moment most of the Platoon is at Chatham
with Mr. Smith for a month with the Engineers, the last
time we heard from them they were having an easy time
digging trenches and putting up barbwire fences.
We extend our congratulations to Pte. Roake who took
the plunge and got married on 23rd April.
Our Lefty is counting the days to do on his hands
now instead of on the calendar.
L/Cpl. Dawney has been racking his brains out over
the past month on second class education.
The Platoon was up at Thetford for five days with the
Rifle Ccmpanys. We also did our nine mile bash while we
were there. When we had finished the nine miler L/Cpl.
Robinson had blisters on his "blisters", but he is now
wearing boots again.
M.G. Platoon
There is nothing much to report this month as most
of the Platoon is on Company Detachment at Chatham
learning to be "chunkies". The remaining few are occupied
with the Annual Rifle and L.M.G. Classification and with
building an M.M.G. section kit for static display on 10th
June. Last, but by no means least, we must also congratu
late L/Cpl. (not long to do) DeMeyer on his promotion.

H.Q. C O M P A N Y
Company HQ. still hasn't been able to slip back into
the old routine as we are having Drill Parades every day.
On the 16th of May the Regiment had the honour of being
adopted by the Borough of Folkestone. This entailed a
march through Folkestone and then to the Leas. Here the
ceremony of being adopted by the Borough of Folkestone
took place. The Mayor of Folkestone with MajorGeneral
D. E. B. Talbot, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C., took the salute.
The march past the saluting base was televised and every
body was trying to get on television. From reports the
parade was well received by the people of Folkestone.
The 10th June is the climax of all the drill parades, as
this is the day H.R.H. the Duchess of Kent, the Colonelin
Chief of the Regiment is coming to inspect the Regiment
and see the Colour Trooped. This will be watched by an
estimated crowd of 2,000 people. The complete Battalion
has been fitted out with No. 1 Dress.
We should like to welcome 2/Lt. Barnes to Head
quarter Company and also Major D. S. Scull as the new
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Officer Commanding Headquarter Company. Major Blum
is leaving us on the 20th May for North Wales.
Corporal Wright has now taken up the cry of " Days
to do " as at the time of writing he has 90 to do. The cry
of the Arms Stores has now altered slightly. It is now " we
ain't got none, never seen it, and anyway television's on."
Consumatum Est
M.T. Section
The continued absence of the 3 Ton Section N.C.O.
(Slow marching !)has landed our R.E.M.E. Sergeant in even
more of a quagmire than usual. He deplores inefficiency,
not that its true of us of course, amongst the sections at the
best of times. So with half of the M.T. away on Trooping
the Colour rehearsals he has been trying to give a helping
hand in the running of the above section.
The j Ton Section has been hit by a human whirlwind
in the shape of Cpl. Potts, who has left the high and mighty
seat of Details N.C.O. for the ups and downs of a section
N.C.O. It is doubtful if the section has ever known such
efficiency ! Meanwhile the hot seat of details N.C.O. has
been left to the very experienced Cpl. Sands, who in the
last nine months since he arrived home in the advance party
from Cyprus has successfully undertaken every position in
the M.T.
The main topic of interest is that this month we are,
to lose our beloved Landrovers to Queen's Surreys because
we are being replaced in the Brigade by them. In their
place we are taking over Austin Champs ; we trust that
there will not be too many near misses as our drivers get
accustomed to them.
Our illustrious C.S.M. has noticed with obvious pride
that the M.T. have gained a high number of marksmen on
both the rifle and the LMG in the annual classification. It
appears that our drivers could capably stand by the side
of the rifle companies in the improbable instance of a sud
den emergency. A crack team is being planned to compete
against the rest of the battalion.
The cricket season is once again here and we look for
ward to many encounters with other companies and, of
course, we hope we come out on top. Several players have
been busy in the nets in the evening and we seem to have
the nucleus of a good side judging by the keenness shown.
This month we have regretfully said goodbye to yet
another National Service group containing many Cyprus
stalwarts ; among them, " Wings " Jeffery, the C.O.s driver,
who has been replaced by a thoroughly " down to earth "
type. It has been verbally brought to our notice that the
Mekons' is now the senior draft and has a bare forty days
to do.
The Mekon Fans
Quartermaster's Staff
There have been a few changes on the staff since we
last write. Ptes. Wells, Massheder and Vickers have
left us and we hope that they enjoy their new found free
dom. To take their places we welcome two new recruits
to the staff. They are Ptes. Johnny Johnson and Bill
Granger. We hope their stay on the staff will be a happy
one.
With the loss of Pte. Wells everyone was expecting
Cpl. Taffy Evans to take his place as the clothing magnate,
but unfortunately Taffy has had to go into hospital. He
has been in three weeks and we hope that he will soon be
up and about again.
Everyone is looking forward to 10th June. When you
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hear the cry " 35 to do " you have to think first to decide
whether or not they are talking of days or drill parades.
Meanwhile for those of us not on parade the department has
turned into a glorified Burtons with blues spread about all
over the place. Hardly a day goes by without an irate
C.Q.M.S. or C.S.M. dragging some poor unfortunate soldier
into the office with a hat like the dome of St. Paul's or a
jacket like a maternity smock demanding an immediate
change. By the 10th we hope to have finally fitted suits to
men or more likely, men to suits so that the final result
should be very good.
We are glad to say that most of the staff, the exceptions
being those attached to "D" Company and the R.Q., who
says he's done it all before anyway, have now classified on
the S.L.R. and Bren and so the possibility of having to
fire on Saturday mornings has slightly diminished. There
remains the shooting team to find which has caused some
dismay among the marksmen who are dead worried that
their prowess with the rifle will cost them a Saturday or
two.
As the end of our stay in the Strategic Reserve draws
to a close the stall is very busy getting rid of all the special
stores that we drew up a few months ago. Yards and yards
of string has been used to tie webbing and clothing into
bundles so as to make the handover easier, and Ptes.
Jarman and Johnson are discovering stores they never even
knew they had as they move things out of their store. To
quote Sgt. Hope, "We've never had it so good, not never
nohow".
The Quartermongers
Band
Still the months go slipping by, and we arc frantically
trying to get cur programmes in order for the forthcoming
season which seems to be approaching far too rapidly. We
are also still being kept hard at it with rehearsals for Troop
ing the Colour as well, if only we could have some good
weather it would make all the difference; however, let's
hope that the big day will dawn fine and clear.
The Dance Band have performed at Ramsgale Depot
The Buffs and for our own Depot W.O.s' and Sergeants'
Spring Ball, they still seem to be as popular as ever and are
due for a return visit to Ramsgate on Whit Saturday, June
4th, subject to a little bit of bother with our old "friends"
The Musician's Union, being cleared up satisfactorily.
The Marching Band with the Corps of Drums have
been playing for Passing Out Parades at our own Depot,
The Buffs Depot and the Queen's Royal Surrey Regi
mental Depot; also one for the Police Training College at
Sandgate on 6th May. Mustering 45 all told we are quite
an impressive and formidable body of men. Those who
saw the parade at Folkestone when the Regiment was
adopted by the Borough were most impressed, and the
crowd simply melted away as we approached for the march
past. Incidentally BBC and 1TV (Southern) featured the
Band and Drums, and although it was our first appearance
on television we are certain that it won't be our last as our
Tattoos at Eastbourne are scheduled to be shown on both
networks.
The Military Bands main performances have been
playing for Guest Nights in the various Officers' Messes,
26th Field Regiment R.A., Shorncliffe, The Buffs Depot.
Canterbury, the Home Counties Brigade Mess at Wemyss
Barracks, Canterbury, and of course in our own Officers
Mess.
Once again the more energetic members of the Band

donned their track suits to take part in the Annual Battalion
Athletics which were held on May 17th. Those who took
part were Sgt. Colin McGowan who was the inevitable
winner once again at the Hammer event, Cpl. Ginger
Drakes also in the Hammer event, Cpl. Kenny Larkins in
the Discus and Javelin, L/Cpl. "Titus" Healey in the 880
yards, 440 yards and Long Jump, and Bdsm. Alan Stidolph
in the 100 yards. I think this an apt moment to mention
that it is still the "old" members of the Band who have to
show these youngsters the way.
Before closing I would like to say that we hope to see
many exmembers of the Band, and Regiment, this summer
as we travel around the country during our season's engage
ments.
Faggott

SERGEANTS'

MESS

It's been another quiet month, with little of major
importance to report. Most of our time is spent in preparing
for the forthcoming Trooping the Colour, either in rehears
ing on the parade ground, or cleaning our kit.
There has been news of the future for some of us, who
have been told whether they will be serving with the amal
gamated Regiment next year or not, but of course a number
of postings have yet to be decided. The news has been
received with mixed feelings as there have, of course, been
a few disappointed members, but we have no doubt that the
resettlement that will take place next year will be fairly
smooth. Wherever our new tasks take us, there will no
doubt be reminiscences of times spent with the Queen's
Own, and future reunions should revive many old tales.
Whatever we feel about our postings, all members are
doubtless glad to hear that our R.S.M., A. G. Parker, M.B.E.,
has been selected as R.S.M. for the new Regiment, and that
since our caterer, Sammy Kill, has at last passed his second
class, it looks as though he will carry on his good work
in the new Mess. Maybe not everyone agrees, but "better
the devil we know, etc., etc. ..."
On 9th May Maj.Gen. R. C. S. Hobbs, C.B., D.S.O.,
O.B.E., visited the Battalion to say goodbye to us on leaving
1st Division and, after talking to the troops, visited the
Mess where he spent some time talking with members about
air move problems.
We've just been approached by a member who com
plains that his name does not appear often in these
notes and he is entitled to "be in Q.O.G. Notes . . R i g h t
then: Sergeant Rickwood.
Visitors this month have included Sgt. Ted ("I'm not
prepared to say") Hegarty, Sgt. Roy Kelly accompanied by
Shirley Hills, and quite a few members of the 4/5th Bat
talion who were at a weekend camp in the area. They tell
us that they are due back here just after Whitsun, and are
inviting us to a "Stag Night" in our Mess. Good show.
Hooray! At long last we managed to present a plaque
to Messrs. Sharps, in recognition of the many parcels of
Christmas sweets and Easter eggs that they have sent us.
Not bad really . . . it has only been under discussion since
Luneburg days. There weren't as many of them as we'd
have liked to see, but they have their own social problems
too. In any event, those that came enjoyed themselves.
And that for this month, is that. See you at the Troop
ing
"Tennarge"
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4th/5 th
BATTALION
POKENO—Bog of the 50th Regiment
A NEW ZEALAND HERO
Soldiers and sailors are especially fond of making pets
of animals, and there have been, and still are, many Regi
mental favourites of this sort. The Royal Welsh Fusiliers
possess an immortal goat, immortal, we say, for as soon as
one dies, he is replaced by another, on the principle, Le roi
est tnort, vive le roi. The 78th Highlanders brought home an
elephant from Ceylon, but as he became unmanageable he
was handed over to the Edinburgh Zoological Gardens. The
102nd had a tiger, another regiment a bear, and several
others have kept deer and antelopes. The 50th (Queen's
Own) Regiment have been especially addicted to pets, as
their lively little Regimental magazine, entitled The Queen's
Own Gazette, informs us. Their first pel was a small black
turnspit dog called "Chobham" because he joined the Regi
ment during the Chobham manoeuvres of 1853. He went all
through the Crimean War, escaped unscathed by Russian
bullets and cholera, but was lost in the inarch up to Kandy
(Ceylon) in 1857. Another pet was a Russian boy who came
into the lines at Balaklava saying his father and mother had
both been killed at Sebastopol. When the Regiment landed
in Ceylon, a situation was obtained for Ruski in the police,
but one day he so far forgot himself as to rob a rich native
of his watch and, being convicted, disappeared. The third
pet was an Australian emu that grew to be a magnificent
bird with a back like a pony, but which unfortunately died
at the moment of landing in England from an internal
injury caused by swallowing a piece of crockery. The fourth
pet still lives and reigns. In 1864, when the 50th were in the
campaign on the Waikato River, New Zealand, a wiry
haired mongrel, to all appearance a cross between an otter
hound or beagle and a Scotch terrier, attached himself to
the Regiment, and was soon adopted as a Regimental dog.
He was named "Pokeno", from a native village near the
Waikato. He served in the Wanganui campaign, went with
the Regiment to Sydney in October, 1866, and remained
there till March, 1869, when he returned home with the
50lh and has since followed them in all their wanderings.
We are indebted to Maj. R. H. Doran of the 50th for
sending us Pokeno's likeness and the journal from which
the above details are taken.

W

TRANSPORTATION

E like to be neighbourly so it was nothing unusual to
see one of our permanent staff watching the operations
of the rival transport concern opposite Battalion HQ. A
driver was trying to back a battered five ton lorry into the
workshops. We saw the spectator about to address the driver
and thought he was about to say "Whoa!" or "Right hand
down, mate!" or something equally helpful. What he was
actually overheard to remark was "And judging by the
sound of it, it's about time it did go in there."
The staff are now preparing to rebut a counter sugges
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tion that Cpl. Alymore aims to propel his new (in the
sense that he is the latest of a long line of owners) motor
car by a species of jet propulsion, powered by the discharge
of his Brown Bess Musket.
AIR PHOTO COURSE
The following report is given of a course for T.A.
personnel which was staffed by T.A. Instructors and run
entirely by the T.A. (with the exception of the administra
tive help in the form of transport and feeding arrangements).
That the course succeeded reflects great credit upon the in
structors concerned. Congratulations, well done.
A short course was held at the Battalion HQ. during
weekends 23rd/24th April and 7th/8th May to train
selected O.R.s in the use of aerial photography. The course
was designed to include as much practical work as possible
since it is only by actually using photographs that the
infantryman can fully appreciate their value to him as large
scale, highly detailed maps and as sources of intelligence
information.
The first weekend consisted of an introduction to ver
tical photographs; a comparison of the quantity, quality
and detail of the information they contain with that given
on a map; an outdoor indentification exercise to practise
the use of the stereoscope; making a mosaic; and finally an
afternoon in Ashdown Forest putting photographs to prac
tical use over the ground. The last was really a short
prelude to the second part of the course.
The second weekend was devoted entirely to practical
photo reading exercises in Ashdown Forest. The first of
these was designed to demonstrate the very detailed know
ledge of the ground obtainable by careful study of photo
graphs before setting out on a patrol. Members of the five
night recce patrols were able to plan and memorise their out
and return routes precisely by stereoscopic study of air
photographs, and they discovered for themselves how very
valuable photographs could be in enabling them to see in
advance every yard of the ground to be covered. On the
Sunday morning the patrol routes were rewalked in day
light with Capt. Learning and Capt. Davies of the HQ.
Home Counties Division A.P.l.S. (T.A.) as "guides". To
both these officers the Battalion owes its gratitude for all
the assistance they gave and the willingness with which
they gave it both in the preparation and in the execution of
this course.
On Sunday afternoon three bottles of refreshment
(and an opener!) were concealed under a tree in a thickly
wooded part of the Forest. The patrol groups of two and
three men were dropped at various points 243 miles from
the tree with a map of the area and a photograph on which
the vital tree was circled. First to the tree had the beer.
Ptes. ElliotPyle (HQ.), Smith (Sp.) and Parkinson (Sp.) had
this pleasure, with R.Q.M.S. Corke (HQ.) and Sgt. Rump
(C) a very good second. The progress of C.S.M. Easter (B)
and Sgt. Webster (B) was upset by firefighting, but the
directing staff were assured by these two that were it not
for this unfortunate holdup they would certainly not have
failed to get at the beer first. The directing staff felt it
prudent to withhold official comment on this assertion and
merely to forward to the Commanding Officer a recom
mendation that both the 'B' Company representatives be
mentioned for "outstanding courage in the face of severe
fire and devotion to duty with complete disregard for
their own personal thirst".
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WEDDING

OF

2nd/LT.

R.

J.

CYSTER

Ably assisted by his brother, 2/Lt. R. J. Cyster, who
acted as best man, Lt. Peter Cyster was married to Miss
Jennifer Whitehead at Icklesham, Sussex on Saturday,
21st May. The actual ceremony was conducted, in his own
inimitable style, by our very old friend, Padre John Robin
son, and a goodly number of the Battalion's Officers were
there, with their wives, to see fair play.
A guard of honour composed of Majors Large and
Innes ; Captains Ogilvie, Robson and Nyren ; Lieutenants
MacLachlan and Tizard and 2/Lt. Smith performed their
duties with considerable enthusiasm, even though their
sword drill was perhaps not quite as good as it might have
been, and as we wended our way to the reception Q.M.
Bert Blake, with his usual perfect sense of timing and pro
priety, produced the " cannon," neatly decorated with a
large white silk bow, and thus as the happy couple left on
their honeymoon the 4th/5th Battalion The Queen's Own
Royal West Kent Regiment (Territorial Army) Centenary
Saluting Troop fired a Ceremonial Salute, much to the
delight of the assembled multitude.
A very good time was had by all, and Mr. and Mrs.
Cyster are now on a month's tour of Italy and Switzerland,
— and the best of British luck to them !



NEWS FROM C O M P A N I E S
"A" COMPANY — UNION STREET, MAIDSTONE
Murphy was revisited during the weekend 2nd3rd
April at Epsom. The company were well turned out form
ing one platoon consisting of two sections under Lt. Taylor.
Besides being an extremely wet night two incidents are still
prominent in the minds of the platoon. One incident
happened during the latter part of Phase II, when to be
seen carried across the rubble was Capt. Watson trussed up
ready for the oven on a stretcher. Suddenly the shout went
up "Tea!" Down went Capt. Watson into rather a large
puddle of water while his rescuers went to tea. Incident
No. 2 happened also towards the end of the exercise when
the search platoon could not find the two Jamaicans (em
ployed on the Range Staff at the School). On asking the
warden where they could find them; he replied, "Oh, they
asked for a call at 08.30 hours! !"
Six members of the Company took part in the Divisional
Shooting Competition where Mr. Smith attained highest
marks with a score of 96 and he also came fourth out of
the Division in the Parker Hale Shoot. Congratulations.
This month has seen two new enlistments into the
Company whom we all welcome — Ptes. Cairns and
Bennett.
" B " COMPANY—ANGLESEA ROAD,
ST. MARY CRAY
Having successfully buried "Murphy" last year at
Epsom, he was brought to life again in the form of an
exercise "Murphy Revisited" on the weekend 2nd3rd April.
The first half of the evening was spent on the Civil
Defence range at Croydon, this was just a warming up
process as we soon found out when at 01.00 hours we
returned to the Epsom range. This was where the real skill
in knots showed, as each rescue squad amongst other
hazards had to lower casualties out of second storey win

dows. We were disappointed that it did not fall to us to
put it to the test on Capt. Clemence and Sgt. Johnson who
were acting as casualties elsewhere.
It was a most interesting exercise and was very pleasing
to see that those who had attended the camp last year still
remembered what they had been taught and were able to
help the new members.
After a good breakfast we returned home very foot
sore, but much the wiser.
Our belated congratulations to the Cooking Team on
winning the Divisional Cooking Competition, we look for
ward to some exotic dishes (food not females) at Camp.
Capt. Clemence, Sgt. Webster and Pte. Beanland have
been practising with the Battalion Rifle Team for their
forthcoming competitions.
We are sorry to have to say Goodbye to Pte. Adams
who has joined the 1st Battalion, and Pte. Hill who has
taken a job up North, we wish them every success in their
new surroundings.
" C " COMPANY—ARGYLE ROAD, SEVENOAKS
Training has continued on each Tuesday and Thursday
evening and on four weekends.
Evening training has been devoted mainly to weapon
training, drill and Civil Defence fi!ms. On Saturday, 9th
April members took part in a small wireless exercise in the
Sevenoaks Urban and Rural area, much valuable practice
being obtained and this was finished off by Exercise "John
Cade" which took place on 23rd24th April, also in the
Sevenoaks area. This was mainly a wireless exercise, with
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monitors in the form of officers and sergeants breathing
dcwn the necks of the operators.
A small T.E.W.T. was held in the Underriver area
after lunch on the Sunday and various ingenious solutions
put forward.
Sunday, 1st May saw the Company, with 'D' Company,
firing on Milton Ranges where some surprising scores were
recorded, and Sunday, May 8th saw the Company using the
excellent 25 yards range at Southborough where S.M.C.s
were fired and L.M.G.s zeroed.
In the absence for most of the month of the Company
Commander in Germany, the Company has been com
manded by Capt. John Stacey. with Capt Mike George
appearing from time to time as business permitted and Lt.
John Clifford being ever vigilant and extremely diligent.
We have been very sorry to say Goodbye to Pte.
J. Chipperfield who has been torn away to his National
Service in the Royal Air Force, and to Pte. Corke who has
left to soldier regularly in the R.E.M.E. They have both
been grand comrades during their time with us, we will
miss them quite a lot and we wish them all the luck in the
world.
The preparation of our training programme now gives
the Company Commander a perpetual headache as we
have so many members at different stages of efficiency in
the Company. We are looking forward to camp which will,
we hope, level things out a little.
Mr. David Baker has been seen in uniform again—he
is now the T.A. C.S.M. at Brigade HQ. and we know that
our loss is their gain. His garden continues to prosper aided
by. as far as we can see, some form of "Family Jankers".
Our next contribution will be written at Annual Train
ing from Earwig Camp.
" I) " COMPANY PARISH LANE, PENCE
Our only weekend this month was when we Revisited
Murphy at Epsom. We think everyone enjoyed the Exercise
despite the lack of sleep. One member of the Company,
who shall be nameless, is still smarting from an insult from
a HQ. signaller. While acting as a casualty he was being
carried out on a stretcher, his face covered by a blanket
to keep off the rain. When the party passed the checkpoint
manned by the signaller he enquired if the casualty was
dead, being told "No," he instructed the stretcher bearers
to uncover his face. Whereupon he was heard to exclaim,
"Blimey, with a face like that I don't blame you for keep
ing it covered up."
Our rescue section, being efficient soldiers, finished two
sets of rescue packs up but were forced to relinquish them.
Congratulations to L/Cpl. Roy Wing on receiving his
well deserved stripe, and welcome to Ptes. Cannon, Adams,
Tierney, Mahoney, Collins and Hill who we hope will
enjoy their time with us.
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
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DEPOT
N temperature well into the seventies the Passing Out
parade of Gallipoli and Gaza Platoons was held on
Thursday, June 2nd. The Deputy Commander of Home
Counties District, Brigadier G. R. G. Bird was the inspect
ing officer and he gave the recruits the highest praise for
the standard of their drill and turnout and for their extreme
steadiness on parade despite the considerable heat. Later
in the afternoon Brigadier Bird and Colonel Grace, the
Brigade Colonel were present when the many parents and
relatives of the recruits were shown a display of P.T. and
the assault course.
The P.T. display team under S.S.I.
Baker were particularly agile and in great form for the
occasion. Other visitors for the day who were most wel
come were Mrs. Latham, Mrs. Bird. Mrs. Grace, Lt.Col.
C. E. P. Craven, O.B.E., Major Ball, M.B.E. The Reverend
ReesWilliams, M.B.E., C.F., conducted the Passing Out
Parade Service.
Earlier in May events were varied but as usual kept
both the recruits and the Permanent Staff right on their
toes and in some departments people could almost be seen
to leave the ground — metaphorically speaking that is.
A visit from a most formidable audit team from the
Command Secretary passed early in the month and their
findings fortunately were small and their comments fairly
kind.
Corpora! O'Connell is to be congratulated on being
chosen to box for the Army against the Polish Army dur
ing the month. Although he lost his bout he is now a
reserve for the London v Moscow match in Moscow, l! is
hoped he will yet be asked to actually box in the match.
On 13th May four Household Cavalrymen with their
horses came and stayed at the Depot for a few days. The
Quartermaster had the unusual task of indenting for forage.
This he did with great enthusiasm with memories of life in
the Household Brigade in the thirties crowding back on him.
Recruiting figures have received a tremendous boost
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this month. The following National Servicemen have taken
regular engagements : L/Cpl. Liddle, Ptes. Bishop, Blower,
Buckwell, Draper, Henson, Logan, Pearson, Piper, Stedman
and Waters.
They are to be congratulated on their choice of career
and it is hoped that they will all enjoy their service and gain
rapid promotion. Also welcomed back to the Regiment is
Private R. R. Smith who served with A Company of
I R.W.K.. in Cyprus and has now rejoined on a regular
engagement.
Permanent Staff Classification shooting standards have
been very high indeed. The SLR is completed and out of
54 firers no less than 32 were 1st Class and Marksmen. In
the LMG only two details of eleven have so far been classi
fied. Of these every man was either a marksman or a 1st
Class shot. This is indeed 100% success !
In the Deal 6aside Hockey Festival a Regimental
team consisting of four members of the Depot. Lt. Lang
horne of 3 Para and L/Cpl. Healey of The Band met with
fair success. Two out of six matches were won. Five out
of six matches should have been won ! In any event the
last match of the day against the Royal Marines was won
in convincing style.
On Friday, 20th May, the Warrant Officers and Ser
geants held their Spring Ball. This was a beautifully organ
ised event held in the gymnasium with music provided by
the Regimental Band. The PMC and organisers deserve
high praise for arranging such a successful evening.
Congratulations to the following Lance Corporals on
their promotion to Corporal : L/Cpls. Burden. Peeke and
Rowe. Also to the following privates on their promotion
to Lance Corporal : Ptes. Furtado, Green and Peatfield.
CRICKET AT THE DEPOT
We have started the season in brilliant style, win
ning all our first five matches, and just losing to 12 SME by
20 runs. Cpl. Morris has batted very well and Mr. Whitty
has been a bit quick for some of the more portly and senile
opening batsmen !
Results up to June 2nd, 1960
May 4th v Tonbridge Trades C.C. Won by 32 runs.
The Depot 121 (Whitty 36) ; Tonbridge Trades 89 (Whitty
4 for 21, Morris 4 for 27).
May 11th v Depot The Buffs. Won by 13 runs. The
Depot 112 (Morris 41) ; Depot The Buffs 99 (Bona 6 for 22.
Morris 3 for 28).
May 15th v Turner's Hill C.C. Won by 53 runs. The
Depot 95 (Morris 38) ; Turner's Hill C.C. 42 (Bona 7 for
12).
May 18th v Regimental Pay Office. Won by 14 runs.
The Depot 107 ; Regimental Pay Office 93 (Whitty 5 for
43, Morris 5 for 15).
May 26th v Faversham Alliance. Won by 7 wickets.
Faversham Alliance 98 (Whitty 8 for 43) ; The Depot 99 for
3 (Piper 29 not out).
June I v 12 SME. Lost by 20 runs. 12 SME 145 for
9 dec. (Bona 4 for 56, Morris 4 for 60) : The Depot 115
(Skinner 39).

+

wall. This suggestion is corroborated by the fact that the
" Flying Dutchman " was 2i/c the team and the last man
over the wall was Angel.
The PT display was very successful and proved very
popular among the boy scouts who watched it. After their
display the lads hired themselves out as marksmen on the
coconut shy and crockery stand — it's not often they have
the opportunity to smash crockery without being presented
with a P 1954.
The Passing Out Parade rehearsals are in full swing
and everyone is busy preparing his kit. One corporal, how
ever, ran into trouble by overBurdening the Depot
transport.
On the 30th May the Sergeants were invited to play
the Corporals at cricket. Naturally enough the Corporals
Mess won the game. Despite losing the toss and a few
quick wickets to the master " tweaker," the Corporals
fought back and scored 99 runs. The Sergeants replied
with a gallant if unexpert 87.
The success of the occasion was secured when Sergeant
Booker sent away for another crate of beer.
Cpl. Marsden, having lost his "outside interest," has
rejoined the intake and it is hoped he will start work again.
At present he is engaged on boosting beer sales in the mess.
Whitsun leave approaches. Cpl. Holland is going to
Cornwall so 1 expect most of you will go with Cpl. Tite to
North Scotland for some peace and quiet — and the crowd
cheers !
The 19th May was a very important day in the life of
Cpl. Emery. Why ? lt marked the transformation from
soldier to civilian.
There have been a few promotions in the Depot this
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TRAINING COMPANY
The assault course record was smashed by Gallipoli
Platoon Sec. 2 in the competition last week. The team,
coached by Cpl. Swan, won in 1 min. 55 sees., a remarkable
performance. One bystander proclaimed that Cpl. Swan
had taught them all to to take to wing and fly over the 12 ft.
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month. We congratulate Cpls. Tite, Holland, Peeke, Rowe
and Burden and hope we shall see more of them in the
guard room — on duty of course.
At last the dust on the AFB 271 's has been removed.
The new recruiting drive is reaching a successful standard
and already seven recruits have chosen to sign on. The
Depot arms storeman has also taken the plunge and has
so earned a week's leave — for that was the reward for
signing on. 1 have since heard through the " grapevine "
that it has been increased to two weeks. Cpl. Jordan has
been on leave so much lately that those who are unfamiliar
with the goingson in the Orderly Room suspect he has
secretly altered all their forms from NS to regular so thai
he can earn the extra leave.
A lot of people seem to think that Cpl. O'Connell has
been demobbed, but the reason why he hasn't been seen
recently is that he is training as reserve for the London v
Moscow boxing match.
The Depot cricket has started the season with a bang.
Five matches, five wins, and that includes a home game
against the Buffs. Although Mr. Whitty and Cpl. Morris
excel, the whole team is performing very well with plenty of
spirit and fight. Mr. Whitty and L/Cpl. Skillman (umpire),
both of the messing office, must be supplying extra large
quantities of cream cakes.
The Beehive

SERGEANTS'

MESS

We are at it again. In our first cricket match of the
season against the corporal's mess we managed to lose by
11 runs. We were unlucky not to have had a runaway
victory. With our opponents score card showing 3 runs
for 3 wickets we felt most confident. Alas despite some
brilliant bowling by Sgt. Jim Bona who took eight wickets
and some near brilliant bowling by CSM Bert King, B.E.M.,
and Sgt. Dave Sharp (3 wickets) we conceded 98 runs to the
corporals before their last wicket fell in the 20th over.
Come the time to bat and it was then we saw the finest dis
play of guts and selfdetermination seen on any pitch since
Adam was caught by Eve. Our opening bat, C/Sgt. Ray
Partridge insisted on carrying on despite his mangled ankle
sustained earlier in the match. Gamely he hobbled to
the crease and proceeded to hammer the bowling unmerci
fully. Then, with an agonising scream, he crumpled to
the ground clutching his knee, which was now a mass of
bloody pulp. That horrid little ball had struck again. He
still attempted to play but his physical condition did not
match his spirit and he was soon dismissed for 3 runs.
Amid thunderous applause he staggered from the field,
depadded, and ran as large as life to his quarter. Slowly
our score mounted, thanks to our skipper l'or the day Sgt.
Jim Bona, and O.R.Q.M.S. Bill Maltman, who despite his
age did a grand job of taming the bowling whilst scoring a
very valuable 17 runs. 1 was sitting with the R.S.M. when 1
noticed, and he noticed that things were not going so good,
despite a last wicket stand by Sgts. Ron Marchant and John
Roberts. R.E.M.E., we could only reach a total of 87. A
most enjoyable and exciting match and many thanks to the
corporals. We are due to play them next week at basket
ball and I hope to be able to write a favourable report next
month.
Our spring ball proved successful, although we were
a little disappointed at the attendance. The blame we feel
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must be put on the weatherman who was most unco
operative in producing such chilly weather. Many thanks
to the regimental dance band under its leader. C/Sgt. Taffy
PuffPuff Clark for playing throughout the evening and to
the BM for ccming in person. Whilst he was there he
unsuccessfully tried to buy the copyright of the mess " Top
of the Pops," " Brighton Rock." from CSM King, B.E.M.
Speaking of Rock, has anybody any suggestions how a
round pay sergeant can lie on a fiat rock without rolling?
That is the problem that faced Sgt. Cliff Jackson when he
went to fire his Infantry practise classification shoot last
week. Despite his disability he did manage to score enough
points to qualify as a second class shot. A creditable per
formance, Jacko.
Uncle Don Skelding was elected to honorary member
ship this week and to celebrate he is selling more fish and
bigger chips to all members. Sgt. The Bogman Quinn
thanks the footballers from down under for making it pos
sible for him to fit a wireless in his car. While Sgt. Skip
Coles (Buffs) thanks nobody in particular for failing to pass
his driving test. Keep trying, Skip, it is bound to come.
That's it!

Ugh.
4

DEPOT

OFFICERS'

SHOP

A number of items of officers uniform are held at the
Depot and may be seen at any time on application to the
P.R.I, or Officers' Mess Sergeant.
All such items, many of which are in very good condi
tion, may be purchased for a " nominal " sum. the proceeds
going either to the owner or the Museum Fund.
The following is an example of some of the items
which are available :—
Greatcoats
Mess kit jackets and waistcoats
Tropical mess kit
Service dress
Blues (various)
Riding breeches
Wellingtons
Sam Brown belts
Assorted tropical wear
George Boots (size 9), 1 pair
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The Cadet Who Became
A Governor

EMS OWN
PASTePmENT
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Republished by permission of the Controller o] II.M.
Stationery Office and the Editor of "Soldier".
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T

HE captain in the Volunteers was upset when his men
blew their noses on parade. His sense of discipline was
offended. The trouble was that his men were also his friends
and neighbours.
Luckily, his brother was serving among them, and so the
two hatched a plot. At the next parade, the brother blew
his nose violently, but his trumpetblast was nothing to the
violence with which his captain reproved him. The rest of
the unit took note and there was no more noseblowing on
parade.
That tactful tale from the Napoleonic Wars is the
most martial episode in the story of the BonhamCarter
family, as told by Victor BonhamCarter in " In a Liberal
Tradition " (Constable, 30s.) until the end of last century.
Then a notable cadet went to Sandhurst and the author, his
son, devotes more than half the book to his career.
The cadet was Charles BonhamCarter, later a general
and governor of Malta whose most notable contributions to
the development of the Army were in training and educa
tion. He received his baptism of fire in the South African
War. In World War One he made his mark as a staff officer
and discovered that in static warfare an ignorant divisional
commander could get by if he had a good staff and did
not interfere.
In 1916 he was given the task of training staff officers
in France. Among his pupils were two future fieldmarshals
— "Jumbo" Wilson and B. L. Montgomery. Later General
BonhamCarter became Director of Training in France and
in 1917 started a system of education by lectures to troops.
He added to this a scheme for general education and help
ing men to prepare for civilian life.
In 1927 General BonhamCarter became Director of
Staff Duties at the War Office and was one of the few who
fought for the expansion of tank units. To stimulate pro
gress in providing the Army with a new light machinegun,
he had a Danish model brought over for demonstration.
As expected, it brought forth so much criticism from the
research men that they were goaded into producing an
adaptation of the Czech Bren.

LONDON

SPECIAL NOTICE
The usual London Branch Meeting held at The Cran
bourne for the month JUNE. I960, is CANCELLED.
The Annual General Meeting will instead be held at
The Cranbourne on FRIDAY 1st JULY, 1960 at 8 p.m.
The agenda will include election of officers and com
mittee and final details of Reunion at Maidstone. Members
are requested to attend if possible.
*

*

*

*

'T'HERE was another very large attendance at the Cran
bourne on Friday, 27th May, every available table
being full — there must have been at least 65 on parade.
Heading the cast, back from his Defence travels,
General R. A. Riddell. our president. There was Lt.Cols.
"Pug" Durtnell, "Charles" Chaplin. Ronnie Mines and
Major " Bodger " Kemp, on parade. Dick Forrester was
present, too, and there were one or two whom we hadn't
seen for a few months, Alf Meadows, Mr. Llewellyn, and
there was Bill Worsley, D.C.M., who had come along to
meet Alf. This was Bill's first attendance for several years
and we were all pleased to see the old founder of the ' 62 '
Club.
Our veteran force was very much to the fore, led as
usual by Arthur Edwards, Harry Freeman and Mr. Haigh.
the last two being " Kut " wallahs, Ted Ballard, Scotty,
still pretty weak on his pins through his recent illness, but
in great spirits, having a lot of fun with the Jack Teare
wallahs, John Newton, Joe Banks, Charles Lewis and Alf
Whelan.
Mr. Smith, an old member who says little but seems to
enjoy everything, two new members, more of whom later,
Messrs. Avery and Larder, Mr. Alf Toms, our Chelsea
Pensioner, was with us resplendent in his new uniform
and in great form. It would be nice to see our three Royal
Hospital wallahs at a meeting some time. Major Douglas

EYES EIGHT "s

General BonhamCarter revised the work at both Sand
hurst and the Royal Military Academy at Woolwich and
attracted more university graduates to the ranks of the
officers. One of his stall hurriedly dictated a letter to the
mother of one graduate, saying, "All we shall want with his
application form is a certificate of character from his
'Varsity." He signed the letter without reading it and hur
ried off for the weekend. On the Monday he looked through
his file copy and saw that it read : "All we shall want is a
certificate of character for the Bastard."
In 1936. General BonhamCarter became Governor of
Malta and piloted the island through political difficulties and
preparations for war. He might have headed it during the
seige, but illhealth forced him to retire prematurely in 1940.
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Burrows and Tom Vidler are the others. Tom comes on
occasions to our meetings, and there is always a message
from Douglas. The branch wishes you good health, Douglas,
and all old comrades, too, who reside in the Royal Hospital.
George and Mrs. Stow, Charles Dumbrell, Alf and
Mrs. Ellis, Bob and Mrs. Milton, Mrs. Cox, Robert Wilks,
Scruff Boughton, Trefor Thomas, Canter and Mary Donald
son all present. The latter has now won quite a large spot
in the hearts of the committee, as she has fallen into the
job of flogging our raffle tickets, and the sums that keep
coming in for our funds from raffles is now largely due
to Mary Donaldson, who allows nobody to escape her
eagle eye.
The meeting opened with the sad news of the death
of " Beadle" Burton, one of our most loyal supporters.
"Beadle" was a wellknown member of the 1st Bn. " B "
Coy., and played football for his company from 192530
in India and was a very keen fan of the Bn. sports teams.
He went on Reserves, was called up at the outbreak of
war and posted to the 10th Bn., where he met another
old " B" Coy. wallah. Lt. and Q.M. Dick Forrester, among
others. He had been in poor health lately but would
never miss a meeting of the branch, unless absolutely
necessary for his health. He will be much missed. Both
the branch and H.Q. sent wreaths, and Mrs. Olive Burton's
letter of thanks for the floral tributes was printed in last
month's Q.O.G. The branch sends its heartfelt sympathy
to Mrs. Burton in her bereavement. The branch rose
and stood in silence in honour of our departed friend.
A phone message from Col. A. K. Grant, who sent
the branch his very good wishes for a successful meeting,
regretting his inability to attend on this occasion, but send
ing good wishes to the president, chairman and all members,
was handed over by the scribe to Len Remfry, who remarked
how nice it was to know that our members should think
so much of the branch on our meeting nights.
Writing of Col. A. K. Grant, reminds me that I called
in to see him a few weeks back whilst in Colchester, and
took the opportunity also of seeing our old Army S/Sgt.,
George Brown, and his wife, Nellie. The latter was for
a long time a postwoman in Colchester, and when I told her
that Col. A. K. Grant, to whom she had delivered many
letters in Clare Drive, was our C.O. in Poona, she could
hardly believe it.
The Colonel was in fine fettle and had been doing a
spot of gardening. I was privileged to read a letter from
Gen. O'Dowda, who paid the 1st Bn a visit whilst Colonel
of the Regiment, and there was little doubt of the high
regard in which Col. Grant, who was our C.O. at the time,
was held. I should think this letter is one the Colonel
will treasure always.
We had quite an enjoyable hour or so. He thinks
very highly of our branch, which he says is run in a
most efficient manner. Praise from such as this senior,
officer is praise indeed.
There was mail from Harry Elson, who is now out
of hospital and recuperating. He explained he could not
attend this meeting but hoped he would be able to attend
soon.
There was a copy of the rules regarding the Standard
Bearers' Competition and notes on the drill. This affected
only Ted Tickner, our Bearer, so Len Remfry decided to
send it on to him to refresh his mind for the reunion.
Len Remfry then stated that once more we were
pleased to have two new members. The first, Mr. Avery,
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who had been in the 7th, 8th and 9th Bn.s of the Regiment
in the First War. He was well received and given our
usual ovation. Next was Mr. Larder, who joined in 1917,
was posted to Gravesend in 1919, and sailed to India with
the 1st Bn. in that year. He was in " B " Coy., No. 7 PI.,
and was soon among people who knew his contemporaries.
Mr. Larder had brought along his son and daughterinlaw
to give him courage, but says he'll be along next
time. I feel sure he thoughly enjoyed it all and was glad
he came.
The reunion was then debated and Len Remfry gave
his usual foolproof instructions for the day and reminded
us that the dinner tickets were 16s. now, not 15s. as we
thought last month. With the amount the Depot and our
branch were paying to assist subsidise costs of tickets,
brought the price to branch members down to 5s. There
are 300 tickets available for lunch and our chairman stated
at this price the London branch should get 299 of them! !
Then came the news that General Dennis Talbot's
letter was now public and in print. As the Q.O.G. was
too late for our meeting, he decided to read out the letter
and had appended remarks, hoping later to be able to
send a branch letter to the chairman, P. & P. Association,
at Maidstone.
In view of the fact that up to the date of the meeting
the only thing most members have had to go on was the
General's tape recording, which, like the reading out of
the letter by Len, was a little difficult to take in all at
once. There are so many aspects, that unless fully under
stood by all, we could make a wrong decision. There is,
after all, no hurry for a reply and we decided to wait until
September before we sent in our observations. I cannot
write for the branch of course in this matter, but 1 feel
that to go it alone, if that is a branch wish, is foolish.
1 love our meetings—1 wouldn't miss one for all
the tea in China — but being honest, 1 really don't mind
what the title is, so long as I can see my friends of old
days, like Jack Hunt. Trefor Thomas, Alf Beaucham, George
Moody, Harry Lofts, etc., etc. I have served in the R.W.
Fusiliers, I have served in the R.A.S.C., 1 loved every
minute with those units. 1 don't mind, now I am out of
the Service, what title they give my old comrade pals, so
long as 1 see them, and I wonder how many are of the
same mind.
The Buffs, too, probably don't want to attend our
meetings. They, like us, are wrapped up in their old
mates. We like to see them if they come, they reciprocate
that feeling, and in years to come, we shall be at each
others' meetings.
Remember what the General said,
" eventually the present youngsters will want to join in
living, not dying, concerns, and in 20 years' time there will
be very few of our branch members of the present living,
and our branch really must live on ! !"
We shall be debating these points before September
no doubt, and in September our chairman will answer the
chairman of the P. & P. Association's letter, and there is
little doubt that this will be the answer of a majority in
the branch. We have a very strong membership of course
and 1 do know that there are many who think the same
as I do, so the outcome will be interesting. The reunion
should be a good time for the General to round up the
boys. Here's to a very happy reunion on the 17th and
may we see all those old boys we have seen for years past,
on the same old green.
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Last year we had a marchin, which General Oliver
asked us all to join to celebrate his last appearance, and
General Talbot's first. There was a very good response
to this. I hope there will be as many following General
Talbot in his second innings. He well deserves our support,
we all know, so out with the walking sticks, don't worry
about your headgear, and hobble along to church on this
celebrated day.
Let me tell you, that a lot of these old friends of yours
really can't " stand the pace," and find it convenient to
disappear soon after lunch, so if you come that late you're
likely to miss the bloke you've been wanting to see for
years, so come early. I'm looking forward to seeing many
old friends again and the old memory says " Wonder if I'll
sec Dick Hayward, Arthur Bellion, Ghandi Goldsmith,
Bogie Moss. George Moody. The Merritts. my friend Hurd,
Alf Boles, how many of my old football and hockey teams
will turn up ; Gunboat Parry, Jock Hall, Bunny Dennison
will be there, "Ethel" Wright, our old Band Sgt., or "Nap"
Napier, D.C.M.? I know, all being well. I shall see two of my
old O.C.s Company, Lt.Colcnels E. S. (Tim) Kerr and P. H.
(Mic Mac) Macklin; we have companies and cadres in
common, to say nothing about hockey. So the names each
year crop up, and whether we are called The Submarine
Light Infantry or the Paramount Horse, will never change
the fact that we will go anywhere to see old friends.
Back to the meeting and A.O.B., which brought out
the suggestion that we play Bromley again at their branch
and have another games evening. This was, as our chair
man said, a very good idea, and it was approved. The
date only was to be arrange, not before the autumn, so
1 would venture a date near to the GetTogether, a week
or so before it, so we can have a natter over the evening's
fun and cast our net for attendance at the G.T.!
Then came the raffle. As mentioned above, Mary
Donaldson went around with the tickets and with the
huge attendance more than £3 was placed to the credit
of the funds. The anonymous donor of the prize was
our Cadets' representative, so I'll mention no names. Many
thanks for the kind thought and we all sincerely hope that
you are well in health. The winner of the raffle — most
unusual — was Len Remfry.
I noticed in the notes of the Gazette Scribe that 1st
Bn. prewar officers might be interested to know about
books written by Capt. Hugh Wilkin's. M.C.s wife, Betty
Wilkin.
What about the 1st Bn. soldiers who were in
Hugh Wilkin's company. Mr. Scribe? I could name five
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no eight, of this branch who knew of both Capt. and Mrs.
Wilkin. In fact Mrs. L. Wallace has a beautifully engraved
cigarette box, one each of which was given to his platoon
sergeant when Capt. Wilkin left the company. There
are several of us old Busy Bees in this branch who served
under this very popular officer, and I think Mrs. Wilkin
knew all his married N.C.O.s' wives, a most charming
woman. 1 wonder who called Hugh Wilkin " Wilkie " ? I'll
have to buy the books now, but I don't suppose the Royalties
worry the Wilkin's !
The 6th Bn.'s Djebel Abiods v. Col. Nash's XI will be
a thing of the past by the time this appears in print, but
1 must say 1 was staggered by several of the names of those
who were, it was hoped, to be in attendance at the match,
which was to take place at St. Paul's Cray. This is an
annual cricket match and Lt.Col. Gordon Defrates had
invited me, although a very short time wallah with the 6th
Bn., to attend. I was very honoured. I spent only a short
time with this Bn., when it reformed after Dunkirk, until
we moved to Inverary, and started practising invasion
tactics. The M.O. ordered me to hospital, I had an opera
tion, and naturally, the Bn. won a new Q.M. In this short
time I made many friends, and reading the list abovemen
tioned, I noted several whom I hoped 1 would see.
If all goes well, 1 shall, provided I receive permission
from Gordon Defrates, te!I how the meeting with the old
6th Bn. wallahs went. I see the umpire's name is Dixon,
so let's hope we shall see Frank in his white coat instead
of his Yeomanry uniform. Frank Dixon is, of course, the
C.S.M. who won the Military Cross in North Africa with
the 6th, a great honour indeed. 1 know he keeps well, as
my wife occasionally visits Mrs. Dixon. We have never
managed to get Frank to a branch meeting, but one never
knows.
This ends it for this month. Think well on this
amalgamation question lads. I'd hate to be out of work
with no notes to write. Reminds me, I must ask the treasurer
for my post and stationers' allowance. Let's hope we have
a really slap up reunion, and good luck to all branches
—serving and past.
The Spider.

CATFORD AND DBSTRICT

BRANCH
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HE thing of most consequence that happened to the
writer on the A.G.M. of the Catford Branch last
month was, of course, the fact that he was appointed Q.O.G.
correspondent for the year — a job that seems to be not
so very sought after amongst our old soldiers. 1 shall, of
course, endeavour to acquit myself in my duty, but before
I do so, I would like to thank our previous Correspondent
" Ravensbourne," the pseudonym of our very loyal friend
Stan Knight, for the grand job that he has done during his
terms of " office."
The main reason for Mr. Knight having given up the
job of reporting for the Q.O.G. is that he has now resumed
his former duties as Secretary of the Branch—an equally
unsoughtafter position. When he was in that office before
— for many years let it be said — there was none so meti
culous and so careful to fulfil his duties as he, and despite
illness and other vicissitudes he has taken up the job again.
Many thanks and the very best of luck and support Stan !
Chairman for another year is Mr. Harry Lake. Last
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year, though he was a joint Chairman with Mr. Bill Hall.
Mr. Hall was away on business so often that Harry virtually
did the whole job. In the circumstances Bill Hall felt it
would be unfair to stand for reelection.
Talking of Bill Hall, however, the name may seem
vaguely familiar to a lot of old 5th Battalion wallahs, and
I'd like to jog their memories at this stage by referring to
a certain unobtrusive Corporal that did most of the work
in the Orderly Room during the War years (War II of
course). A lot of us had good cause to be thankful that
Bill was around during those days of blitzing R.S.M.s and
O.R.S.s !
Harry Lake was elected unanimously to the Chair.
He has now been their for a number of years, and is likely
to remain there for a few more yet ! He is no diplomat —
and he says what he thinks — but it is better to be honest
and forthright even if some people jib at the truth.
We have had a shuffle round on the Committee and
Jim Leary is still our Treasurer. Last year he was very
proud to report that we showed about £14 up on last year.
As he was one of the main architects of the events that were
run during the year, he must take his share of the credit
for this wonderful financial showing, besides that of keep
ing the books to the satisfaction of the auditors.
This is only a personal coloumn, of course, and by no
means the official viewpoint of the Branch, so I'll only men
tion two others " in despatches." They are Sammy Young
(now on the Committee and Entertainments Organiser) and
" Bernie " Li I ley (who won't be far away when the work's
to be done). Bernie is now ViceChairman. Thank you
both.
Newcomers to the fold are the welcome return of Bob
Fielder to the official fold, and Dick Pinder (the winner of
the Supporters Cup at our Dinner) who has taken on the
onerous task of Welfare Officer.
With old stagers Fred Lawrence and Horace Mastcell,
who will share the honours of being Standard Bearer, and
Charlie Sayer whose pertinency usually keeps the gathering
strictly on the rails, we are sure that this team will show
even better results than any in the past.
Business, as is usual with our Branch, other than the
election of officers, was happily short — we went shortly
over past events—criticised, praised, and made notes for the
future. We looked to the future events with confidence and
left most of it to the Committee, and finished on a happy
note, by giving what was tantamount to an extremely hearty
vote of confidence in our Chairman — both in connection
with past events — and for the the future.
This was a very good meeting and portends well for
future meetings. We don't get an overabundance of new
members, but what members we have — including new ones
—do stick !
The Branch was very sorry indeed to learn of the pass
ing of Claude Marchant. Many of us of the 5th Battalion
in the Branch knew him well — he has joined us several
times at the Green Man for dinner—and although we only
saw him occasionally, we are bound sometimes, 1 think, to
miss him on those occasions when he is expected to be
there. 1 personally remember him best as Colour Sergeant
of A Company in 193940, unruffled, serene and entirely
solid when everybody and everything seemed to be falling
or flying into little bits, and when " flaps " were the order
of the day. We convey our sincere sympathy to his
relatives.
Nightingale
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(LEWISHAM)

A

N old literary acquaintance, alas, no longer with us,
full of old " saws" with a contemporary flavour,
was wont to say from time to time : " If you've nothing to
write about, don't write ; if the spirit doesn't move you,
you can't write ; if, under these conditions, you do write,
then what you've written will be just verbal constipation.
Even so, that will be better than its opposite."

That, then, will serve as my excuse for a blank
" Eleventh " column in the May " buster," for 1 had nothing
to write about, nor did the spirit move me.
This month, 1 could, with the forthcoming final
" Queen's Own " Reunion in the offing, enlarge and ex
pand considerably, but I am pretty sure that others will not
fail to do so. All I will say is that we hope that the Old
Eleventh will be adequately represented as usual.
1 wonder if our members realise that, although things
on the O.C.A. front may seem all quiet, some of our officials
are keeping quite busy. Arthur Buddell, for instance, try
ing to get the Faculty through for the Memorial Windows.
Or if they know what he's up against, in spite of the many
letters he's having to write and the phone calls he's having
to make. And, at present, all to no purpose. For the
Southwark Ecclesiastical Authorities do not seem to like
(for some reason that they won't specify) the figure of a
khakiclad warrior, albeit with reversed arms, as a feature
of the lefthand window. They suggest just the inscription
there. What others may think, 1 do not know, but so to
displace him seems to me to be taking the kernel from
the nut. And, anyway, why can't we have their reason ?
In an endeavour to find out and to get some satisfac
tion, Arthur is trying to meet the relative Committee per
sonally and we hope that he will succeed.
It may well be, therefore, that at the worst, the whole
scheme may have to be dropped and monies donated
returned ; that at the best, some modified compromise may
be effected. In any case, it looks as if " D "Day for the
unveiling, November 12th, will have to be postponed.
Obviously, before either course can be taken, the views
of our members will have to be ascertained, entailing a lot
more work for the few upon whose shoulders so much has
already fallen.
Who else has been busy? Your Hon. Sec., of course.
Just back from Belgium from a Pilgrimage he has organ
ised and successfully carried through on behalf of The
Friends of St. George's Church, Ypres. With some help
from our current Chairman, Danny Kemp. As 52 went
and had a thoroughly enjoyable and interesting time, Len's
hard work and enthusiasm were duly rewarded.
Of other O.C.A. matters there is little to report — not
even a sub. to hand for the last two months. But Bill
Toomer has got busy as our " Benevolent" man. Ferry
Flintham had to go to hospital recently ; and within a
couple of days. Bill was there to see that he was getting all
the attention he needed. Fortunately, we can report good
progress, but it will be some weeks before Gerry is able
to return home. Meanwhile, we all wish him a complete
recovery.
Now, a memory. Col. Corfe, when staying with us for
one of his not infrequent weekends at Felbridge (how long
ago it all seems), visited with us Mr. Hanbury's famous
rockery, where, at Christmas even, there were some 400
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different rock plants in bloom. Our host, who quickly
warmed to the Colonel was extremely modest about it all,
and the C.O. ventured the opinion that such a wonderful
place should be made more widely known, only to be told
that a number of American Horticultural Societies had that
year organised trips across the Atlantic with one of the main
objects, the visiting of the said rockery ! Seldom in all the
years I knew the " Old Man," have I seen the wind so taken
out of his sails. And we know too. to what good use were
put the profits from the Allen and Hanbury's upon which
so many of us existed in our babyhood.
Until the 17th July then. An Revoir.
R.O.R.

TONBRIDGE & TUNBRIDGE WELLS

M

EETING night again and a very busy night at that.
Our Chairman, Major N. S. C. Elmslie, in opening
the meeting said he hoped that business could be kept as
short as possible owing to other matters requiring attention.
We heard the news that our President, Lt.Col. G. E. L.
Pardington, M.B.E., T.D., was in hospital following an
operation. We sent him very best wishes and sincerely hope
that he will soon be with us again in normal health. Major
Elmslie telephoned Mrs. Pardington as soon as the meeting
was over.
Major Elmslie referred to the Branch dinner of the
The Buffs (Royal East Kent Regiment) to which he himself
and Mr. T. LatterStapley were invited as guests. It was
a royal night where, of course, we met a few of our old
friends and soon made many more. General Boucher
referred to the merging of the two regiments and made
many warming remarks with regard to this happy marriage
of two famous regiments. If we all follow his lead we shall
indeed enjoy a very happy married life.
The meeting over we repaired to the Sergeants' Mess
where the very expectant members and friends awaited the
result of the Derby Draw. Only one of our Branch mem
bers was lucky, Mr. A. Ingram of Leigh, third out of the
drum he drew St. Paddy. It was all good fun and we have to
thank all those who contributed to the success which has
helped the cause so much.
The draw over we were now, thanks to Timber
Marchant, able to hear recordings of the Band and Drums
of the 1st Battalion which was all very thrilling, especially
for those who no longer march. We are very grateful to
Timber Marchant for making this possible.
Best of all was the recording of the speech made by
Maj.General D. E. B. Talbot, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C.,
Colonel of the Regiment. In his reference to the merging
of the two regiments he made an impassioned plea to all
members of The Queen's Own to cooperate at all times
and thereby ensure the success of the merger. The lead
given by him and Maj.General Boucher has done much
to cement the friendship of the two regiments.
Readers are reminded that we can supply copies of
" T h e Q.O.G." to their relatives for the modest sum of
Five Shillings, post free.
Ask your Company Commander to make the neces
sary arrangements.

BROMLEY BRANCH
f"|UR April meeting was very well attended, in fact above
par, and the many letters of thanks received follow
ing our March Social were read out to those present, who
greatly appreciated them.

As a result we have " recruited "

two more exofiicers of the Regiment to our ranks.
Parent Body A.G.M.
Owing to the Secretary being otherwise engaged, this
meeting was attended by Mr. R. F. Wilks, who reported
briefly on the agenda and then told us of the Colonel of
the Regiment and his speech on the amalgamation with our
sister Regiment The Buffs. He immediately appealed to
the members to listen to the recorded speech as taken by
Timber at the invitation of MajorGeneral D. E. B. Talbot.
The Reunion
We are glad to learn that that gracious lady, Princess
Marina, Duchess of Kent, our beloved ColonelinChief,
will once again be with us on July 17th next. We of
Bromley are looking forward to the occasion and hope that
the weather will be as fine and kind as it was at the reunion
of the BiCentenary year of 1956 when she attended. We
hope to be at Maidstone in strength.
Our Museum
Having regard to the fact that part of the Museum has
already been removed to the Maidstone Museum (per
April Q.O.G.), I trust that facilities will be made available
for people to see the exhibits on Reunion Day, as it will be
an extraordinary day, when we may expect extraordinary
numbers.
Sick Members
Mr. Cockell reported that he had written to several
known members who were on the sick list and it was his
pleasure to report two of them present at the meeting in
the persons of Bob Milton and Jim Bones, both back in
harness. Alas however, nothing more has been heard of
Tom Aspinall who had undergone a somewhat painful
operation to a leg. We trust therefore, that the old saying
"no news is good news" will ultimately prove right. So
Tom. from us all, hurry and get well.
Catford Branch
1 learn officially that Stanley Knight has once again
become Secretary to the Catford and District Branch. As
he was the initial founder of the branch. I congratulate him
on taking office and may their numbers increase.
Bromley Mayoress
Readers may be interested to learn that Mrs. Finnie
(wife of one of our honorary members. Captain B. J.
Finnie, M.C.) has been chosen Mayoress of Bromley, to
act with Captain Ralph Allen, who has been installed as
Mayor for the ensuing year. Knowing this lady as many
of the branch members do, we foresee her doing her task
quietly and efficiently and congratulate her on her
preferment.
With best wishes to all serving members and the
P. & P. Association Branches.
Iwuzz Thayre
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DETAIL OF MEETINGS

Mr. G. H. Cockell,
Last Saturday each month, 8 p.m., United
3 Priestfield Road, Forest Hill, S.E.23.
Service Club, Bromley.
Mr. S. L. Thompson ..Major H. M. Smith, M.B.E.
First Monday each month, 7.30 p.m., at The
Chatham
"Jutogh," 16 Beaconsfield Road. Chatham.
Hare and Hounds , 340 High Street,
Rochester. (Phone Chatham 438.8).
Mr. S. Knight, 12 Carlton House Terrace,The second Friday in every month at "The
C a t f o r d & D i s t r i c t ..Mr. H. Lake ...
London S W 1
Railway Signal", Devonshire Rd., Forest
Hill, S.E.23.
Last Friday each month, 8 p.m., Terminus
Gravesend
Mr. Haddon ... .. . Mr. W. T. Nichols,
Hotel, Stuart Rd., Gravesend.
9 The Bungalows, Cross Lane West,
Gravesend, Kent.
Last
Friday each month at "The Cran
London
Mr. L. Remfry . . . .Mr. T. Briddock,
bourn", 1 Upper St. Martin's Lane,
61. Marlow Road. Annerley, S.E.20.
Leicester Square, W.C.2.
Third Friday each month, at 7.45 p.m., Ser
Maidstone
Mr. H. W. Maxlow . . . . Mr. A. Waterman,
geants' Mess, Depot, R.W.K., Maidstone.
Little Holmestead, Forge Lane,
Leeds. Nr. Maidstone, Kent.
Last Thursday each month, at 8 p.m., Drill
Sevenoaks
Maj. A. H. Coombes, Mr. J. Palmer,
c/o T.A. Centre. Argyle Road, Sevenoaks.
Hall, Argyle Road, Sevenoaks.
'FieursdeLys", Sandgate. Quarterly, first
...Lt.Col. I. R. Lovell ..Mr. E. W. N. Elvy,
Shorncliffe
Friday, January, April, July, October.
235 Cheriton High Street, Folkestone.
Third Wednesday of each month, T.A.
Tonbridge and
Maj. N. S. C. Elmslie. .Mr. F. Jezard,
Centre, Avebury Avenue, Tonbridge.
T u n b r i d g e W e l l s ..
2 Milton Gardens. Tonbridge.
Reunions twice yearly at White Hart Hotel,
.Lt.Col. G. K. Defrates Mr. C. Sayers,
6th Battalion .
Bromley.
D.S.O., M.C.
59 Grasmere Gardens, Orpington.
Reunions annually in March or April as
.Major E. Goodman ..Mr. T. Shepherd,
7th Battalion .
notified in Press and "Q.O.G."
492 Downliam Way, Bromley, Kent.
Bromley

Mr R F Wilks

8th Battalion
10th

Battalion

11th

Battalion

. Mr. D. A. Kemp,

20th

(London)

. Mr. G. D. Draycott

M.M

Mr. Stanford,
10 Bramble Close, Maidstone.
Mr. L. W. Dawson.
19 Chestnut Drive, Heme Bay, Kent.
Mr. F. Sales,
16 Kidbrooke Grove, Blackheath. S.E.3.

Annual Dinner, as notified in "Q.O.G."
Annual Dinner, as notified in "Q.O.G."
Meeting first
Tuesday each month.
Hedge House, Blackheath.

Holly

Membership is open to all who are serving or who have served in The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment. Subscriptions aie:
Life Membership: Officers £2/10/0; Other Ranks, 1 0 /  ; or an Annual Subscription o f : Officers, 5/, other Ranks, 1 /  .
The object of this Association is to foster esprit de corps, to help members keep in touch with one another, and to assist those in
distress. The Association is affiliated to the British
Past and Present Association Badges are available at

Legion.

a cost of 3/ to Life

Members.

All communications should be addressed to the Hon. Secretary, Past a n d Present Association, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone, Kent.
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names in paper.
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THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT (50th and 97th)
"Quo Pas et Gloria ducunt." The Sphinx superscribed "Egypt."
The White Horse of Kent with motto " Invicta."
"Vimiera," "Corunna," "Almarez," "Vittoria," "Pyrenees," "Nive,"
"Orthes,"
"Peninsula,"
"Punniar,"
"Moodkee,"
"Forozeehah,"
"Aliwal,"
"Sobraon,"
"Alma,"
"Inkerman," "Sevastopol," "Lucknow," "New Zealand." "Egypt, 1882,"
"Nile, 188485," "South Africa, 190002," "Afghanistan, 1919."
The Great War—18 Battalions.—" M o n s , " "Le Cateau," "Retreat from Mons," "Marne, 1914," "Aisne, 1914," "La Bassee, 1914,"
"Messlnes, 1914, '17," "Ypres, 1914, '15, '17, '18," "Hill 60," "Gravenstafel," "St. Julien," "Frezenberg," "Loos/'
"8omme, 1916, '18," "Albert, 1916, '18," "Bazentin," "Delville
Wood,"
"Poziers,"
"Guillemont,"
"PlersCourcelette,"
"Morval," "Thiepval," "Le Transloy," "Ancre Heights," "Ancre, 1916, '18," "Arras, 1917, '18," "Vimy, 1917," "Scarpe, 1917,"
"Oppy," "Pilcken," "Langemarck, 1917," "Menin Road," "Polygon Wood," "Broodseinde," "Passchondaele," "Cambrai,
1917, '18," "St. Quentln," "Rosieres," "Avre," "Villers Bretonneux," "Lys," "Hazebrouck," "Kemmel," "Amelns," "Bapume,
1918," "Hindenburg Line," "Epehy," "Canal du Nord," "St. Quentin Canal," "Courtrai," "Selle," "Sambre," "France and
Flanders. 191418," "Italy, 191718," "Suvla," "Landing at Suvla," "Scimitar Hill," "Gallipoli, 1915," "Rumani," "Egypt,
191516." "Gaza," "El Mughar," "Jerusalem," "Jericho," "Toll 'Asur," "Palestine, 191718," "Defence of Kut el Amara,"
'Sharqav," "Mesopotamia, 191518."
Second World War—"Defence of The Escaut," "Foret de Nieppe," " N o r t h V/est E u r o p e , 1 9 4 0 , " "Alam el Haifa," " E l A l a m e i n , "
"Djebel Abiod," "Djebel Azzag, 1942," "Oued Zarga," "Djebel Ang," "Mecljez Plain," "Longstop Hill, 194'3," "Si Abdallah," "North
Africa, 194243," "Centuripe," "Monte Rivoglia," "Sicily, 1943," "Termoli," "San Salvo," "The Sangro," "Romagnoll," "Impos
sible Bridge," "Villa Grande," "Cassino," "Castle Hill," "Liri Valley," "Piedimonte Hill," "Trasimene Line," "Arezzo," "Advance
to Florence," "Monte Scalari," "Casa Fortis," "Rimini Line," "Savio Bridgehead," "Monte Pianoereno," "Monte Spaduro,"
"The Senio." "Argenta Gap," "Italy, 194345," "Greece, 194445," "Leros," "Malta, 194042," "North Arakan," "Razabll," "Mayu
Tunnels," "Defence of Kohima," "Taungtha," "Sittang, 1945," "Burma, 194345."
ColonelinChief : H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Colonel of the Regiment: MajorGeneral D. E. B. Talbot, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C.
O.C., Regimental Depot, Major I. A. Macmillan.
Allied Regiments of the Canadian Army :
1st Bn„ Royal New Brunswick Regiment—ColonelinChief : H.M. The Queen.
The Essex and Kent Scottish Regiment.
Allied Regiment of the New Zealand Forces :
The Canterbury Regiment.
Regular and Territorial
1st. Bn. (50th and 97th Foot)

Battalions :

Moore Barracks, Shorncliffe.

4th/5th Bn. (T.A.)—Tonbridge.
Units of the Army Cadet Force affiliated :
1st A.C.F. Bn., Tonbridge.

"The Queen's Own Gazette" is published monthly.
Subscription :

The rates, payable in advance to the Editor, are as follows :

Officers, 9/ per annum, post free; Other

Ranks, 5/ per annum, post free.
The Editor is always glad to receive articles and items of news suitable for publication_ and acknowledges with thanks
photographs reproduced in this journal from the Kent Messenger.

Address MSS to the Editor. The Barracks. Maidstone.

THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT
ColonelinChief: H.R.H. The Duchess of

Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.

Colonel of the Regiment: MajorGeneral D. E. B. Talbot, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C.

SHORT SERVICE OFFICERS

REGULAR OFFICERS
LIEUTENANT-COLONEL
Name^
Flint, A. J. M., M.B.E.
Gwilliam, D. H., M.B.E.

H.Q. A.F.C.E.
O.C., 1 R.W.K.

MAJORS
Bailey, J. D. B
Archer, M. G. M., M.C.
Rickcord, M. B
Turner, P. R. H
Dowse, R. K
Waring, H. B. H., M.B.E
Eason, J. A., T.D
F.lgood, P. N
Crumplin, W. C. D. .
Willis, C. F„ M.B.E., T.D
Roper, I. H., M.C. . . .
Scull, D. S
Macmillan, I. A
Woodman, E. G., M.C.
Ambrose, W. G. R. . . .
Blum, D. E
Franklin, A. W
Abplanalp, V. C. ...
Winstanley, R. G . . .
Osborne, E. C. S. . . .
Shearburn, S. R. O'R. .
Campbell, D. P. I. . . .

MAJORS
Names
Trumper, J. M. S. W
Marsh, H. W
Russell, H. C„ M.C., D.C.M.

Int. Centre, Mansfield.
H.Q. Aldershot District.
Range Control, A.A.T.C., Sennelager.
(Lt.Col.) GSO 1 Northag.
Depot Holdee
War Office.
H.Q. B.A.O.R.
H.Q. B.A.O.R.
Min. of Defence.
4/5 R.W.K.
(T/Lt.Col.) OC., 7 Malay
1 R.W.K.
O.C. Depot, R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
BRIXMIS B.A.O.R.
i R.W.K.
I RW.K.
Language Course
I R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
DOPT 2 Inf. Div. B.A.O.R.
. .G.L.O. R.A.F. Martlesham Heath

CAPTAINS
Fitzpatrick, J. N
Mannering, L. A
Dinsdale, J. W

A.S.P.T., Aldershot.
I Buffs.
Staff College.
1 R.W.K.
Depot R.W.K.
Home Counties Brigade (Depot P.S.)
1 R.W.K.
Staff College.
Mons O.C.S.
Fed. Malaya Mil. Forces.
H.Q., 39 Inf. Bde.
Adit., 1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
3 Para
1 Mx.

LIEUTENANTS
Taylor,

E. A. .
Butler, C. D. B.
Langhorne, J. .
Hiscock, P. . . .
Cleaver, G. F. .
Smith, M. J. .
Champion, C. G.
Pearce, N. C. .
Bateman, G. B.
Holman, J. C. .
Whitty, R. H. .

A.D.C., G.O.C., E. Anglian Dist.
(T/Capt.) Adjt. Depot, R.W.K.
H.Q. 16 Indep. Para. Bde.
I R.W.K.
(T/Capt.) 1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
Depot R.W.K.
I R.W.K.
Depot R.W.K.

P.S.O.
I R.W.K
H.Q., 2 T.A.F.

LIEUTENANTS
Clinch, M. J
Coles, J. B

Language Course, Aaer
1 R.W.K.

2nd LIEUTENANTS
Poulsom, P. A. H
Martindale, J
Schooling, R. F

Ghana Army.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.

QUARTERMASTER
Cook, E. S„ M.B.E

(Maj.) 6 K.A.R.

4th/5th BATTALION
Honorary Colonel : Lt.Col. G. E. L. Pardington, M.B.E..

CAPTAINS
Clarke, C. S.
Dodson, K. . .
Fletcher, J. S.
Goodwin, P. J.
Norton, J. D.
Lygo, J. R.
Leigh, P. S., M.C
Woolstencroft, D.
Neve, R. W., M.C
Wood, W. R.
Tarver, C. L. ..
Newall, M. R. M
Pybus, I. D
Heatly, A. F.
Durtnell, R. J.

Mil. Record Office, Ghana.
H.Q., B.A.O.R.
1 1 K.A.R.

Commanding Officer: Lt.Col. T. C. Coath
SecondinCommand: Maj. F. J. Bobby

MAJORS
Large, J. L.
Pennells, H. D. A.
CalverJones, ).

Innes, C. A.
Ogilvie, J. B.

CAPTAINS
Duggan, H. R.
Robson, T. J. R.
Clemence, M. J.
Watson, K. E.
Stacey, O.

George, P. M. J.
Nyren, M, V.
MorieyJacob, P. J.
Fraser, C. G.

LIEUTENANTS
Young, R. N
MacLachlan, S.
Gregory, M. K.
Cyster, P. L.
Sutton, J. D.
Parslow, J. P.
Berrell, G. K

Tizard, L. A. S.
Finnis, S. R.
Clifford, J. F.
Gibbs, W. J.
Valpy, P. F.
Blunt, P. S.
Taylor, M. S.

2nd LIEUTENANTS
Smith, M. J.

Cyster, R. J.

ATTACHED
Maj. J. A. Barlas, R.A.M.C.

Lt. R. P. Gilbert, R.A.P.C

2nd LIEUTENANTS
Pearson, C. J.

1

QU \RTERMASTERS
Stephens, S. V.
Grubb. J. E„ M.B.E.
Hoggart, E. J. W. .

NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICERS

R.W.K.

(Capt.) Depot, R.W.K.
T/Caot.
Nottingham University O.T.C.
(Lt.) V R.W.K.

Lt.
Lt.
Lt
Lt.

S. E. Congingham
R. D. Wallace
R. A. Crane
P. G. Birch

Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.

R. C. Robertson
P. J. S. Furneaux
R. W. SheltonAgar
W. G. Leckie

REGULAR OFFICERS — PERMANENT STAFF
Maj. C. F. Willis, M.B.E., T.D. Trg. Major and Adjt.
Maj. H. R. Gill (Queen's Surrey) Quartermaster

T.D.
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Tutorial
On 30th September, 1960, Lt.Col. (now Col.) A. R. H.
Waring, T.D., handed over the command of the 4th5th
(T.A. Battalion) The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regi
ment to Maj. (now Lt.Col.) T. C. Coath.
The former joined the 4th Battalion some 25 years ago
and under his command the Battalion has grown in stature
and efficiency due in large measure to his keenness and
energy. We wish him every success in his forthcoming
appointment as Brigade Training Colonel.
In his place we welcome Lt.Col. T. C. Coath who
joined the 4th Battalion 20 years ago, commencing his
career in the T.A. as a lowly Private. He is a very popular
member of his Battalion and we are sure that it will con
tinue to prosper under his command.
We offer our congratulations to both of them and wish
them good luck and prosperity in their new appointments.
Another member of the Battalion—R.S.M. Hills has
retired. It is understood that he is taking over the manage
ment of "The Prince of Orange" public house at Ashford.
His replacement as R.S.M. has been taken over by R.S.M.
Leach.
We wish them both success in their new environments.
Trafalgar Day
Trafalgar Day, 1960. We offer our thanks to the Lon
don Branch of the Past and Present Association for their
kindness in providing a representative (Mr. Wilks), and to
Maj. Macmillan for providing a serving soldier to take
part in the Trafalgar Day wreath laying ceremony on Nel
son's Column on Trafalgar Day, in commemoration of
the 50th Regiment who served as Marines under his Lord
ship.
Christmas Cards
By the time that this issue of the Q.O.G. reaches our
subscribers, Regimental Christmas cards will have been
despatched to all who ordered them.
If by any chance you failed to order a supply we can
still provide some, BUT you should order NOW as our
stock is not inexhaustible.
The cost, inclusive of packing and postage, is lOd. per
card complete with envelope.
This year's card is a really good one, portraying Her
Royal Highness the Duchess of Kent, ColonelinChief,
with the Colours, taken on the occasion of her visit to the
1st Battalion on 10th June, 1960.
Regimental Diaries
Regimental Diaries for 1961 can be obtained on appli
cation to Regimental Headquarters. The cost:
Crested Wallets 17/10 each
Leather Bound Diaries at 6/2
Plexcide Bound Diaries at 5/
and Refills 3/1
Congratulations
We congratulate the 1st A.C.F. Battalion, The Queen's
Own Royal West Kent Regiment, on winning the Band
Competition and the Senior Sports during the A.C.F.
Training Day at the Regimental Depot on Sunday, 25th
September.

Social and Personal
We oiler our sympathy to the Colonel of the Regiment,
Maj.Gen. Talbot, who has been on the sick list for some
time. We wish him a speedy recovery to good health.
*
*
*
*
We note from The Times that Lt.Col. Norman
Edwards and Mrs. Edwards were guests at a luncheon at
the Savoy Hotel on 6th October, given by the Mayor and
Mayoress of Westminster in honour of Sir Harry Hylton
Foster, Speaker of the House of Commons and Member of
Parliament for the Cities of London and Westminster, and
the Hon. Lady HyltonFoster. (Lt.Col. Edwards was him
self a former Mayor of Westminster).
*
*
*
*
The following changes of addresses have been notified:
Col. and Mrs. A. Martin to 'Harts Delyte', Castle Lane,
Budleigh Salterton, Devon.
Lt.Col. and Mrs. A. A. Eason, 'Yawtons', Sissing
hurst, Near Cranbrook, Kent.
J. Langhorne, Esq., Officers' Mess, Ellis Barracks,
Farnborough, Hants.
#
*
*
*
We wonder how Maj. R. E. C. Cocksedge is faring
during the Congo troubles. He is employed by the Texas
Oil Company in Leopoldville Est., 'Congo Beige'. If we
do not hear from him soon we are seriously considering
writing to Mr. Lumuba, Col. Mobutu or the O.C. the
Irish Detachment of U.N.O., to ascertain if he is still a
subscriber to the Q.O.G.
*
*
*
*
We sincerely hope that our West of England Detach
ment in the persons of Col. Clay, Lt.Cols. Scott, Spurr,
Brounlie, Sharpin, Russell, Fry, Hazelton, Peachell, Majors
Druce, Lander and Taylor, Capts. Scouller and Ongley,
and Messrs. Waterhouse and Beale also Mr. (Bogie) Moss,
escaped wet feet during the recent flooding in the West.
We purposely left out the name of Maj. M. S. Gale as
he is located so high in the Verne Citadel, Portland, he is
immune from "gales".
._
#
*
*
*
The following goings and comings took place since we
last went to press:
We welcome back to the Depot Capt. John Norton
who has been on a hushhush job in Cyprus for some time.
His address was headed "Pomio" which, when we first
read about it, caused us some concern, as we were under
the impression he had contracted some complaint. (1 must
ask him what it means!)
Previous to going to Cyprus he was on a Language
Course in Ankara. (Turkish Delight?)
He is now Training Officer at the Depot and will
eventually be O.C. Depot during the closing stages of the
Barracks, Maidstone.
*

*

*

*

We have lost a very able Sergeants' Mess Steward as
Sgt. Booker has taken up an appointment in Cyprus. He
was a most efficient caterer and bookkeeper and saved
the P.R.I, many headaches whilst he was here. We wish him
and Mrs. Booker every success in their new environment.
*
*
*
*
The following officers reported on first appointment.
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L. W. Jackson Esq., who shortly proceeds to Ghana, W.
Baker Esq., who also goes to Ghana and P. R. Faulks Esq.,
who is bound for Sierra Leone. We wish them the best of
luck on their new venture.
*
*
*
*
We welcome too, Mr. J. Pearson on his commission
into the Regiment from Sandhurst, and hope his stay in
the Regiment will be a happy one.
*

*

*

*

Among those who signed the Visitors' Book were:
Maj. R. K. Dowse on his return from Millom, Cum
berland. He is, at the moment, a Depot Holdee.
Lt.Col. P. C. M. Buckle who made a courtesy visit.
Lt.Col. H N Edwards, who placed in the remarks
column, "late The Queen's Own." (An understatement it
seems to me).
A. Sluce Esq., who signed out on termination of his
National Service commitment
*
*
4=
*
Maj. (Taney) Leigh called in to find out how things
were going. We offer him our sympathy on the illness of
his daughter Ann, and hope she will ease his anxiety by
getting well soon.
*

*

*

*

Maj. LewisBarned reported on his return from East
Africa.
*

*

*

*

We offer our heartiest congratulations to Lt.Col. Roy
Waring who has been promoted to the rank of Colonel. His
promotion to his father's rank should give a fillip to the
other member of the family Maj. (Blick) Waring who is
now doing a big job in the War House.
We offer our congratulations, too, to Sgt. Sandwell of
our 1st Battalion who has been promoted W.O.I. (Band
master) and appointed Bandmaster 1st Battalion, The Lan
cashire Regiment (Prince of Wales' Volunteers).
*

*

*

*

"Paddy" Mullen wishes to thank his many friends who
condoled with him during his recent spot of eye trouble.
Although his eyesight is still a trifle mixed he is back on
the job waiting to get sacked when amalgamation is effected.
(Any vacancies for an old lad of 74?)

BOOK REVIEW
We commend to our readers Letters from a Soldier by
Walter Robson, published by Faber and Faber at 16/ net.
The author "Robbie" otherwise 6350810 LanceCpl.
Walter Stanley Robson, a stretcher bearer in the 1st Bat
talion, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment
writing to his wife whom he married less than two months
before he was sent abroad to North Africa in 1943 and
whom he was never to see again, puts in print the truth
about the life of himself and his comrades, even the enemy
and the civilians encountered in Africa, Italy and Greece.
A soldier's tale, to move all hearts.
"Robbie" was an exceptional person who survived
some of the worst of North Africa and Cassino only to die
in Greece of an unsuspected disease. His book records
many extraordinary and deeply moving incidents of battle.
His book is strongly commended not only to mem
bers of his old Battalion but to everyone who glories in
the achievements of the Regiment.
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BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AND DEATHS
BIRTHS
NEVE. On September 27th at Farley House, Farnborough,
Hants., to Denise (nee Pascoe), wife of Capt. Richard
Neve, R.W.K., a son, brother for Patricia and Fiona.

ENGAGEMENT
Mr. E. H. LOVELL and Miss R. A. ROARK. The engage
ment is announced between Edward Henry, youngest
son of Lt.Col. and Mrs. H. O. Lovell, of 31a Marl
borough Place, N.W.8, and Rosemary Ann, daughter of
Sqd.Ldr. and Mrs. E. C. Roark, of Hill View, Enford,
Wiltshire.

DEATHS
JOHNSON. On Thursday, September 22nd, 1960, peace
fully at Sciohouse Hospital for Officers, Capt. Herbert
Penny Johnson, late Q.O. Royal West Kent Regiment,
belovd husband of Kitty and father of Tim, aged 79
years.
NORMAN. The death occured on 3rd October, 1960, in
Durban, South Africa, of Captain C. V. M. Norman.


OBITUARY
CAPT. H. P. JOHNSON
"Johnnie" served with distinction in the 10th Battalion
in World War I, earning a reputation for quiet efficiency
and the respect of all who served with or under him.
He kept up his close association with the Regiment
throughout the remaining years of his life and Regimental
matters were a great interest to him. Until three years ago,
when he became ill, he never failed to attend the Annual
Reunion. He was however, always with us in spirit for he
would have the Order of Events before him and follow
them minute by minute, in his home at Hertford.
From time to time his health improved a little, but as
time passed he became more and more dependent on
others and in the end it was necessary to get him into an
appropriate Home. Through his friends in the 11th Bat
talion he was put in touch with the Officers' Association,
into whose Home for exofficers at Putney he was ad
mitted some weeks ago. It is all the more tragic, therefore,
that he succumbed to his illness on 22nd September, so
soon after comfortably settling in there.
Charming, conscientious, always thoughtful for others,
"Johnnie" was a friend who will be missed by many, and
who could be classed among those who were real good
"Queen's Own" men.
We extend our sympathy to his widow and his son,
who is serving with B.O.A.R.
CAPT. CLAUDE VICTOR MADGETT NORMAN
Lt.Col. A. Howe has received a letter from Mrs.
Madgett Norman informing him that her husband had a
stroke from which he died on 3rd October, 1960.
Capt. Norman served for over nine years in the ranks
of the 14th Hussars, before the First World War. He was
one of five selected for commission in the Queen's Own on
7th November 1915. He served with the 2nd Battalion in
Mesopotamia and was wounded in 1915. He retired 1922,
and finally settled at Durban in South Africa.
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LETTER TO O.C., DEPOT
Dear Sir,
I wish to take this opportunity to thank you and your
staff' for a wonderful time given to the Past and Present
Association. It was with a sad heart that all sang the
passing out song as midnight drew nigh.
1 can only say to you how sorry I was not to see
more members of the London Branch present.
One thing that will not be forgotten was the wonderful
supper that was put on for the occasion and many words of
thanks go to you, R.S.M. Collman, C.S.M. King and your
wonderful cooks for such a splendid meal.
Once again it's with many thanks for all that was done
on quite a memorable day.
Yours truly,
F. C. Marchant (Timber)

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Dear Mr. Editor,
While thanking Iwuzz Thayre for his flattering tribute
to me, I must correct two errors in his article. First that Sir
James O'Dowda has already passed his 88th not 87th mile
stone while I shall have reached that advanced age on 21st
October, a date which 1 understand is observed as a Red
Letter Day in the Regiment and on which day many flags
are flown in Trafalgar Square to celebrate a much more
historic occasion.
Secondly, I could not be so discourteous as to refer to
Sir James as "Jimmy". Sir James was one of several Ad
jutants I had the pleasure of serving under during my long
tenure of office in the Orderly Room and for whom 1 had
the greatest regard.
I would here like, on behalf of the two Chelsea Pen
sioners and myself to pay tribute to the Depot Sergeant
Major, Sergeants and Mess staff" for the many kindnesses
and attention bestowed on us during our two days stay on
the occasion of the recent Reunion. A sumptious meat tea
awaited our arrival on the Saturday afternoon and a most
pleasant social evening in the Mess followed. When retiring
time arrived a car was laid on to convey us to our sleeping
quarters in the barrack field. On each of the two mornings
"gunfire" tea was sent down also a bucket of hot water for
our ablutions, after which the cars collected us for break
fast in the Sergeants' Mess.
Sunday morning, after a most unpromising start
cleared in time for the Church Parade which went off as
we all desired. Followed a substantial buffet luncheon at
which some 300 sat down in the presence of H.R.H.
our gracious ColonelinChief, served in the new gym
nasium by the N.A.A.F.I. to which full justice was done.
The highlight of my day however, was the presentation
to H.R.H. in the barrack field as pictured in the August
Queen's Own Gazette.
I was also fortunate in meeting Sir James O'Dowda
as he was leaving for his home and he in turn presented me
to Lady O'Dowda.
Monday morning arrived and the Sergeants were kind
enough to provide me with transport to the station only
just in time to catch my train for home.
So ended what will probably be my last Reunion, but

I shall treasure it as one of the most enjoyable I have ever
spent.
In conclusion I send hearty greetings to all my old
colleagues and to all members of the Past and Present
Association as well as to the organisers of the whole affair.
Yours faithfully,
J. Mackintosh, M.S.M.

+
PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS
Extracts from London Gazette Supplements
REGULAR ARMY
Major (QrMr) A. G. Blake, M.B.E. (216137) retires
on retire pay, 12th September, 1960. (Reserve Liability).
The undermentioned Officer Cadet from The Royal
Military Academy, Sandhurst, to be 2nd Lt. 23rd July,
1960: Christopher John Pearson (465816)
S.S.R.C.
2nd Lt John Enrico Gerelli (459761) from Reg. Army
Nat. Service List Queen's Surreys, to be 2nd Lt. 5th June,
1960.
Regular Army Reserve of Officers (Class III)
Major A. S. Thornton, M.B.E. (156659) (Emp. List No.
4) relinquishes his command 23rd May, 1959, retaining the
rank of Major.
Parachute Regiment
Captain A. F. Heatly (433133) from R.W.K. to be
Capt. 7th September, 1960 with seniority 12th February,
1960.
Territorial Army Reserve of Officers
The undermentioned Lt.Col. to be Col. on the date
shown: A. R. H. Waring, T.D. (65961) from R.W.K., 1st
October, 1960 with seniority 8th May, 1960.
HONOURS AND AWARDS
The Queen has been graciously pleased to confer the
award of the 1st Clasp to the Territorial Efficiency Decora
tion to LtCol. (Hon.Brig.) H. S. Brown, M.C., T.D.
(62059) Retired.
1

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
The Editor acknowledges with thanks receipt of the
following Regimental Journals and Magazines:
The Dragon, The R.A.O.C. Journal, The Waggoner,
The Royal Engineers' Journal, The Rouissilion Gazette,
St. George's Gazette), White Horse and FleurDeLys,
British Legion Journal, Empire.
Readers are reminded t h a t we can supply copies of
" T h e Q.O.G." to their relatives for t h e modest sum of
Five Shillings, post free.
Ask your Company Commander to make t h e neces
sary arrangements.
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Here's one pack it's a pleasure to carry—
Kreemys, the new Sharp's toffees in the
handy pack. Buy a packet of scarlet
and gold wrapped Kreemys today
—they're delicious!

EDWARD

SHARP

& SONS

Toffee

Specialists,

MAIDSTONE,

KENT
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News

from

1st B A T T A L I O N

A

S will be apparent
from the company and
platoon notes, our chief
military preoccupation this
month has been our train
ing camp at Wretham,
Norfolk, adjoining Stan
ford Practical Training
Area.
The late takers of
leave returned early in Sep
tember from their various
summer pursuits and a
few days later we were on
our way to Norfolk by
train, M.T., car and motor
scooter. For those who
Jiave never visited Stan
ford it may be of in
terest to say that the
camps
are
reasonably
comfortable hutted sites with all basic requirements but
little else. The accommodation is crowded but we have
spent as much time as we could out on the training area.
This is a natural piece of Norfolk some five miles by four,
ideally suited to tactical training and with good facilities
for live firing with all our weapons except the antitank
gun.
The first week was spent in training by platoons and
companies, including live firing exercises by day and night.
In the second week we carried out a series of exercises run
by Battalion H.Q.—a skeleton and signals exercise, "Geoff's
Grief", followed by a full battalion exercise, "Franklin's
Fright", both dealing with the advance and the attack.
Thereafter came a night attack, "David's Dilemma" and a
platoon reconaissance and lighting patrol exercise, "Cecil's
Slip". In the short time at our disposal a tremendous
amount has been achieved and everyone has worked hard
and enthusiastically. Many members of the Battalion had
experienced little field firing with live ammunition but they
soon overcame their not unnatural "shyness" (even if the
safety officers did not) and a closely contested interplatoon
competition was won by 3 Platoon "A" Company with 10
and 11 Platoons "D" Company not far behind.
A most successful feature of our training was the
attachment of a number of officers and soldiers from our
own 4th/5th Battalion (T.A.) and from 4th and 5th Buffs
(T.A.) The former included Capts. Colin Fraser and Peter

Battalions :
MorleyJacob and Mr. Jim Gibbs. We were very pleased
to see them all and hope they enjoyed their stay.
We were also glad to have with us during the Battalion
exercises three officers from the Depot, Capt. Desmond
Butler, Mr. Hamlyn Whitty and Mr. Giles Bateman. The
first and last named, after recovering from shock, led suc
cessful night patrols. Mr. Whitty had another engagement
that day, but this was " true bill".
Mr. Hussein of the Hadramaut Scouts, fresh from Mons
O.C.S., has been on attachment and has been playing a
full if slightly puzzled part in all our activities. We hope he
has enjoyed his stay although he reckons that the terrain,
and the climate of his own country is rather different from
Norfolk.
The Colonel of the Regiment, in whose official
"parish" we temporarily reside, paid us an informal visit
on 11th September, a formal visit on 15th and a social one
on 18th September. As always we were very glad to see
him.
On 18th September the officers entertained a number of
guests to a buffet lunch. In addition to members of local
units we welcomed several past members of the Regiment
who live in East Anglia: Col. Hancock, Lt.Col. and Mrs.
Macklin, Maj. and Mrs. E. G. Elliott were among our
guests: we were sorry that Col. A. K. Grant was unable
to come.
Brig. Bird, Deputy Commander Home Counties Dis
trict spent a day with us on training and in the course of
Exercise "Jump Ahead," in which we were enemy to 1st
Battalion, The Gloucestershire Regiment, we were visited
by the Army Commander, Gen. Sir Gerald Lathbury, the
District Commander. Maj.Gen. Gleadell and Commander
133rd Infantry Brigade (T.A.) Brigadier Darling, together
with staff officers from District Headquarters.
All is now in train for our ten days exercise against
Brigadier Jackson's 19th Infantry Brigade Exercise, "New
Year". This promises to have its moments and will be
reported next month.
Arrivals include Mr. Chris Thompson, who has joined
us from Mons O.C.S.; he was given little time to settle
down but is bearing up well and we hope he will enjoy his
service with us.
We say goodbye to Mr. Martin Barnes and Mr. Hugh
Gillingham who have ended their National Service and we
wish them the best of luck in their civilian appointments.
Congratulations to Pies. Lower and Kember on their
weddings and to L/Cpl. and Mrs. Basset on the birth of a
daughter.
These notes are a little scrappy this month as we have
had a lot to occupy our attention but we hope to have more
time in October to get our thoughts in order and hammer
out with our two fingers the sought of literary gem which
cur readers now expect from us.
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"A" COMPANY
Our notes this month really cover only the events of
the past fortnight for until then we were all on block leave.
And what a fortnight it has been. We have advanced,
attacked, defended, patrolled, fired rifles, brens, Energa
grenades and rockets, recced and planned until, looking
back, one wonders how it was all crammed into days of only
24 hours. Not content with that, the officers, warrant
officers and sergeants have spent their evenings staring at
cloth models like gamblers at a table, never quite sure who
was going to win.
Maj. Ted Osborne has left us, we are not sure for
where, and now the Company is commanded by Maj. D. E.
Blum. We have been very pleased to have Capt. Morley
Jacob and Sgt. Mansfield of the 4/5 Bn., together with
soldiers of both the 4/5 and The Buffs T.A. Battalions
camping here in Stanford with us. They have been of great
assistance to us and we hope and believe that they enjoyed
it. Sgt. Mansfield's remark as he left summed up what we
have all been feeling lately, "Well, they've certainly had
their money's worth. "
Sgt. Ernie Kemp has managed to join the Company
and leave it again within a few days, for the M.M.G.
Platoon found that they couldn't manage without him. Coy.
Headquarters have put on a brave front during training.
It has usually been their lot to act as an " ad hoc " enemy
or to pull the wires that raise the targets on the field firing
ranges. Their efforts were supplemented one morning by
a convoy of trucks carrying the whole of " D " Coy. which
crossed the range in line ahead as the assault was due to
go in. While we are on the subject of field firing, it is
fitting that the success of 3 Platoon in winning the Battalion
InterPlatoon Field Firing Competition should be recorded.
Fitness for war, shots on the targets, economy in the ex
penditure of ammunition were all taken into account, and
this Platoon put up a very good performance.
The other way in which Coy. Headquarters has done
its stuff has been the serving of hot meals and drinks
throughout the day and night to battleweary soldiers. They
even had a go at halfcooking a meal. Fortunately it was
the second half, for the Battalion Cookhouse had done the
preparation and halfcooked it before it was handed over.
We would like to take this opportunity of congratulating
W.O.II Thompson, A.C.C., and his staff on producing
varied and appetising meals at all hours under difficult con
ditions; it is traditional to grumble about the food but they
certainly do a good job.
Ptes. Mitch Mitchell and Johnny "Hig" Hammond
have departed this happy life with Release Group 5819
and we wish them luck and prosperity wherever they go.
1 Platoon
After our sojourn in North Wales we went on leave.
Now we are in Norfolk, on intensive training. The effects
of leave, and our stay in North Wales were noticeable when
we first started training, but within hours the cobwebs had
gone and we were once again doing the correct things. We
started off by doing platoon training, and we welcomed
Pte. Roots in 1 Platoon Headquarters as runner. He used
to be known as " fatty, " but somehow after 5 weeks of
running, we don't think this nickname will apply.
After the platoon training, we learnt the mysteries of
company training quite quickly, and succeeded in doing
some deliberate attacks with fair results. Paddy Corbett was
convinced we would all have been killed, Cpl. " Andy"
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Quilter^eplied that one must use one's imagination vividly
and recall that Mortar and Artillery fire was playing havoc
with the enemy.
Next we did a defence exercise, the trenches were dug
pretty quickly and once again Pte. Ruck showed that he
had done plenty of this before. Night brought the greatest
fun, and first Sgt. Maume went out on a recce patrol, to
find Mr. Pickering who was acting as enemy. After some
careful stalking the patrol found him in a ruined house
where he was overheard talking to Maj. D. E. Blum about
the enemies' activities.
After careful listening we gathered there would be some
action at approximately 1 o'clock. Meanwhile, Mr.
Holman set off at about 22.30 hours with another patrol to
recce the bottom end of the village, where if anyone was
found they were to be sorted out. When they were nearly
at their destination someone was heard approaching so the
patrol slipped quietly to the side of the road to wait. Along
came L/Cpl. Stolton and Pie. Bridges, two of the enemy.
When they were two yards away they were fired upon and
L/Cpl. Stolton was taken prisoner. Pte. Bridges let out a
terrified yell and proceeded to do a four minute mile back
to Mr. Pickering with two of the patrol chasing him all
the way. After the exercise was over Bridges was heard to
say that he was a nervous wreck.
On {Saturday, the 24th September, we went on a
patrol exercise and had a wonderful fight with Mr. Cham
pions' men who were stationed in a wood. Cpl. Quilter
and Pte. Cassidy carried off the biggest bloke they could find
but were infuriated when told he was the driver and had to
let him go.
That's all for this month, we'll let you know more
about our adventures next month.
The Regulars.
3 PLATOON
Well, the cream is here at Stanford in force, and racing
about the countryside, leaving in its wake companies of
dead Fantasions, and a completely demoralised force of
Capt. Leigh's Guerillas.
" Ex Jailbird " Alf Moore has now learned how to load
a No. 4 rifle, and Pte. Wellings and Co. have been awarded
Marksman of the 2in. Mortar.
Whilst in defensive positions near Tottington, a strange
story of supernatural manifestation was reported by L/Cpl.
Whiskers Lacy and his section, who were on patrol and
passing a churchyard. L/Cpl. Watson's section sub
stantiated this, and so, headed by PI. H.Q. we decided to
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combine GhostHunting with our fighting patrol. We heard
the ghost but it flew through a wall and we lost it; the patrol
however was successful and we dragged a gibbering
enemy back to our lines. During the night the ghost was
heard to wail: " 2 Platoon, where are you?" It must have
been the spirit of a platoon commander who got lost on a
patrol.
Stop Press. C/Sgt. Kelly has volunteered for the post
of O.C. " A " Coy. driver.

" C "

COMPANY

After the first two weeks of ' Stanford Revisited,'
Sevastopol Day, quietly celebrated this year, seems as long
ago as the Crimea itself. Battle order now seems as natural
a dress as a nappy to a three month old babe; dry boots
and sleep are much sought after; and our Rocket Launcher
and Energa teams have just about lost the look of surprise
gained from firing live things out of their impedimenta.
Everyone has really put his back into the training
and we look forward to the coming Brigade Exercises with
some anticipation. We have very much enjoyed having
Lt. Gibbs, Cpl. Chapman, L.Cpl. Weir, Pte. Turner, Pte.
Beeson and Pte. Pankhurst from the 4th/ 5th and Lt. Bate
man from the Depot to share our experiences; all did
very well and we hope that they too enjoyed working
with us.
Our ' Q' support, under C.Sgt. Williams, has been
of its usual excellence; the Company wireless operators
have done us proud and are to be congratulated on their
efforts after only a short course of instruction — as are
the Section Commanders, who have had to work like
beavers.
The way ahead points to some interesting sex trans
formations at Stanford; but more of that next month.
7 Platoon
Since our return from Rhyl we have been on leave
of varying lengths.
Nothing over exciting has occurred back at Shorn
cliffe, except " Smudger" has hurt his knee and is in
hospital with " Paddy," who has a dislocated elbow and
fractured leg, a result of rope climbing. We all hope
they recover — eventually.
We have now started to work hard, for perhaps the
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first time in many of our lives. We are cleaning weapons,
drying clothes, trying to catch up on sleep all the time.
It has been noticed that Tom has not seen much of
his car up here. We last saw him running after it in the
direction of Thetford.
The following conversation took place the other day :
" Ellis, where are my denim trousers ? "
" Someone's nicked 'em from the drying room, sir."
" Well, we can soon find them, as they've got belt
loops and stitched pockets."
Most hysteriously Slim Riley was seen walking around
less trousers muttering, " I thought they was a bit small."
We would like to say a very regretful cheerio to Ptes.
Beeson and Turner, who have been with us for two weeks,
and have lent a happygolucky spirit to this platoon.
Social and Personal
" Banger " is off on his Special Air Service Course soon.
" Bomber " is still chucking them about in the right
places.
Our personality of the month is " Andy" Andrews
(no one knows why at the moment).
L.Cpl. Skinner, Ptes. Hammond, Gibbs, Gordon have
joined our ranks.
John Lewis and Slim are busy writing letters !
Dave Riddell is now the O.C.'s Batman. Deserter !
Silent Seven.
8 Platoon
We have just returned from block leave, which we
feel was well deserved. During the period of our absence,
Dave Jarvis left us to return to civvy street. We remember
him chiefly for introducing Harry the Hare and Gerry the
Giraffe to the platoon. Harry is still with us in Norfolk.
We also remember his argument with a car on 'March
Brown ' and his involuntary bathe in the river at Rhyl. We
welcome Sgt. Dawson to the platoon, now released from
Support Coy. and draft training. We also welcome Ptes.
Ferguson, Frost, Heath and Kempton, and congratulate
Cpl. Beer on earning his second stripe.
We are now back in East Wretham camp, which we
visited in April, and are grateful for our training in Wales,
as wet feet now mean nothing to us. However, we find
regular poaching parties armed with sticks — unsuccessful
to date — but we will remember for some time the baby
rabbit taken captive in the middle of a battalion attack
by Pte. Tom Brown. We have done a considerable amount
of field firing and although we only came fourth in the
platoon competition, we were very well served by Sgt.
Dawson and Pte. Williams on the two inch mortar,
although they were not able to hit the C.O.'s Rover on
this occasion. We also remember in this connection the
members of the platoon who were prepared to fire an Energa
grenade without a sling. We thank L.Cpl. Weir and Pte.
Pankhurst, of the 4th/5th Battalion, for their assistance
during the first two weeks.

" D " COMPANY
This month your correspondent writes from the
unfamiliar surroundings of Wretham Camp, on the edge of
an area of Norfolk that is laughingly referred to as the
Stanford Permanent Training Area. Whilst there is some
truth in the fact that three weeks here seems like
" permanent," we know to our joy that in reality we return
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to proper military occupations like Administrative Inspec
tions, Kit Checking, Drill Parades, etc., at Shorncliffe, in
about another three weeks time.
Life here mainly consists of getting dry clothes wet,
getting damp clothes wet, and getting wet clothes wetter;
our more intellectual readers will readily appreciate the
state that your correspondent so inadequately seeks to
convey. If there are any hills, knolls, spurs, copses or
buildings left in the training area that " D " Coy. has not
already attacked in section, platoon or company strength,
we rest content, sure with the knowledge that the omission
will be rectified within the next few days. It would help
a little if only the enemy would occasionally defend a ditch
or valley, thus affording relief from the inevitable cry of
"Enemy are occupying in section/platoon strength the
etc., etc."
'high' ground to the front — we will attack and capture,
During the Bn. InterPI. Field Firing Competition,
"D" Coy. did well; 10 PI. under Lt. Hiscock — who we
are losing on his translation to become 10 — came second,
and II PI., under 2Lt. Pearson — recently arrived in the
Bn. from R.M.A.— came third. This was a jolly good
show and reflects great credit on everyone from the PI.
Ccmds. and Sgts. concerned down to the individual rifleman,
who, after all, scored the hits on the targets that won the
points that won the competition !
Lt. Hiscock, as mentioned about, is, we are sorry to
say, leaving us to take over the 10's duties. He will be
very much missed by us all (including the enemy, who
apparently liked to listen to his orders which he delivers
in his wellknown dulcet tones). As 10, we hope he will
maintain our interests and occassionally wangle the Duty
Coy. Roster in our favour.
2Lt. Thompson has just arrived from Mons O.C.S.
and is plunging in the deep end, in taking over from
Lt. Hiscock. The first time he will command his PI.
will be in a Bn. Night Attack tonight.
2Lt. Pearson arrived in the Coy. at the end of last
month from R.M.A., Sandhurst, and now after everything
he has been through with us here, seems a very old sweat.
We hope that he will stay with us and 11 PI. for a very
long time.
L.Cpl. Rum bold has been promoted corporal, and
Ptes. Bassett and Saunders to lancecorporal since we have
been up here. Well done all three and our best congratula
tions.
L.Cpl. Bassett obtains double congratulations, since
his wife has presented him with a bonny six pound
daughter. Both, we are pleased to learn, are doing well.
Pte. Piper has also become a proud father and we extend
our congratulations to him and Mrs. Piper.
We have been lucky enough to have some 4th/5th Bn.
personnel with us up here attached to the Coy.
Capt.
Fraser spent a week as Coy. 2/I.C. (including a day Com
manding the Coy. in the field) — and Ptes. Nash, Smithers,
Bolch. Godwin and Barton have all become welcome
members of the Coy. for the last two weeks. We hope they
enjoy being with us as much as we have enjoyed having
them. (This could be construed as Pious Hope perhaps).
Our immediate future promises interesting material for
next month's column, so until then au revoir. From our
correspondent en route for a quiet evening at the Cock
Tnn amidst the quaint old world charm of Stanford.

10 Platoon
As the leader will have gathered from the preceding
note, we are now, after a week's hectic packing at Shorn
cliffe, stationed temporarily at Stanford P.T.A.
For the first week our feet hardly left the ground,
what with night and day field firing, section and platoon
attacks, and permutations of these. Perhaps the greatest
strain was the PI. Comds. voice ! With the accent changed
to Bn. Trg.. we can now afford to relax a little and watch
our superiors.
Perhaps the worst thing about this, training is seeing
so much game about without being able to interfere with
it. Of course, accidents do happen ! ! !
Mr. Hiscock, after a comparatively short stay, has
now handed over to Mr. Thompson, who we welcome to
the platoon. Other new arrivals who we welcome are :
Ptes. King, Lewis, Pearce, Pearson, all from the last draft.
Only one thing of our future seems certain; we move
back to Shorncliffe on the 9th October. Between now and
then we will be enemy to 19 Bde., which will probably
mean acting as irregulars; a task not difficult for us to
achieve !
11 Platoon
Despite the dampening effects of Stanford, the platoon
remains in high spirits. The cry of " Days to do " still
rings out every time a minute is knocked off the demob
chart. Nevertheless, on any exercise or mission, the lads
are the ones for the job. Our all round success since
being here proves that.
The platoon welcomes Mr. Pearson, and our new
PI. C'omd., and we wish him a long and happy stay with
us.
Recently we have had several additions to the platoon
strength; namely Ptes. Thompson, Stedman, Springs, Piper,
Phillips, Pennell, Mackay, Ridge and Rae. Sadly, we have
to say goodbye to three " old soldiers," " Ginger," Bill and
Jeff, and we only hope that the long awaited civvy street
is the same as it was when they left it.
Wc offer our congratulations to the following : Pic.
and Mrs. Piper on the birth of a baby girl (especially on
army food); to Steven on his forthcoming marriage; to
Bernic, whose wife expects a baby any moment; and last,
but by no means least, to two old muckers who have
recently been promoted, namely " Father" George Rum
bold, our one and only Regular corporal, and " Don"
Saunders, on his promotion to lancecorporal.
Wc cannot close without mentioning the achievements
on our exercises of the "carrot crunchers," Hurscll (the
worzell) with his two inch mortar.

SUPPORT COMPANY
Coy. H.Q.
These notes are written from the security of a Nissen
hut, while outside the rain makes life misery for those
trying to clean guns or vehicles.
On the whole we have been fortunate with the
weather here at Stanford. The first week produced some
glorious days and we were able to get off to a good and
enjoyable start to our training. The Platoons' notes will
cover this in more detail, but especial mention must be
made of the part played in a Support Weapons demonstra
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tion in which we combined with 1 Gloslers. Competition
proved an excellent spur and the results were satisfactory.
The Assault Pioneers have had probably the most
dull time, but have had some watermanship training (this
coincided with a chill wind, though the sun shone), and
produced some curious sights on the river bank. They
have also done as much digging in one day as anyone
could hope for, and have solved some of the mysteries ot
wiring and mining.
Just before we came up here, Pte. Murch joined
Coy. H.Q. and has now disappeared on a Clerks' Course
at the School of Infantry. L/Cpl. Cordrey, among others,
anxiously await his return.
The Company fared well in the Sevastopol Day inter
platoon football, and the M.M.G. and Mor. Platoons
reached the semifinal.
C.S.M. Spalding had to take over as C.S.M. of the
rear party at short notice, so C/Sgt. Brown has stood in
for him. Sgt. Gates is acting C.Q.M.S. until further notice
as the C/Sgt. disappears first to study and sit for his
1st Class Certificate, and then to the Far East.
W.O.II RossGower has been delving in ammunition,
and is now " Q." to an adjacent camp site. We shall see
him from time to time carry his third hat as C.S.M.,
perhaps.
M.M.G. Platoon
From my rainswept trench in the battlescarred
province of Stanford, I send this report. While 1 write
tracer is streaming away towards the elusive enemy, while
the thumping of mortars rumbles through the ground.
My head is throbbing with fire orders, wireless jargon
and the result of last night's session at the " Dog and
Partridge," whirling around me under the dripping firs.
The Platoon has changed considerably now; no longer the
laughing face of L/Cpl. Demeyer and the sound of the
pipes from Pte. Lanky Bone(s). Instead, welcome to our
newcomers, Ptes. Colvin and Wood, and our new drivers,
Ptes. Bryant, Seaber, Field (of Eastbourne Tattoo fame).
Finch (another Smithers), and Gosling, who buries rifles
at dawn so that we can find them whilst awaiting our
breakfast.
First stripes go to Close, Taylor, Theobald, and Gold
thorpe; the last two we congratulate on obtaining the
qualification of first class in range taking.
Countless
numbers of us passed our Vickers Gun Ts. O.E.T. before
we came up to this warring province.
A sort of "Hampden Roar" greeted us when we
demonstrated our guns to the rest of the Battalion and to
the silent Glosters. Remarks flew from "A" Coy. of The
Queen's Own to their opposite numbers in the Glosters—
"No stoppages in this lot," we can hit the target. The
mastery was well shown—but only shortlived. Champion
Rickwood wrath descended on our necks during the night
shoot, that very evening; later pointing out that we hit
the target slightly softened the onslaught. However, our
heads are now high again and we have successfully de
fended Companies during onslaught from Fantasions at
night; supported the Battalion in their endeavours to
capture a renegade Leigh and his followers. Traitor Leigh
is, of course, a late Company Commander of ours.
However, casualties have been heavy: Turner's wrist
is in plaster; Cpl. Kemp's ankle broken; Rye's wrist
twisted—now straight; L/Cpl. Goldthorpe, teeth now in

place, all after two weeks of battle. We are now ready
to fight the Glosters and 19 Brigade in the next two weeks
of exercises—"Stop: on target; all right and left one tap
—go on."
"The Champs."
AntiTank Platoon
Every member of the Platoon went on leave in
August, and, judging by some of the rumours, everyone
must have enjoyed themselves. Block leave ended on the
21st August and since then the Platoon has been what one
might almost call busy, preparing for four weeks' training
in Norfolk.
We are now in Norfolk, and have been here for
nearly two weeks. We spent most of our first week prac
tising our part in a demonstration put on by our Support
Company Platoons, and those of the Glosters. L/Cpl.
Matthews and Ptes. Facey and Wells took part in a most
successful demonstration and managed to blow a gap in
their lank target, which caused a round of applause. In
a dress rehearsal on the previous day L/Cpl. Matthews
succeeded with great skill in firing a tampion a distance
of 30 yards. On September 15th we were practising crash
action when the Colonel of the Regiment visited us. The
enthusiasm of the Platoon was such that Pte. Titcombe
was knocked out, but soon recovered, and Pte. Slaughter
cut his finger rather badly. We hope to see Pte. Slaughter's
finger out of plaster in a few days' time.
Since we last went to print we have had one addition
to the Platoon by the name of Pte. Pearson, whom we
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warmly welcome. We have been very pleased and lucky
to have three T.A. pers. attached to our Platoon for their
summer camp. L/Cpl. Sharp and Pte. Chuter were two
very good drivers, who managed to keep their trucks on
the road in spile of some very rough going. Pte. Saxby
has been an enthusiastic gun member, and we hope that
he has learnt something about the Mobat.
Pte. Philp had his 21st birthday the other day, and
judging by his condition the following day he had had
a liquid highspirited party. We are lucky to be here at
all, because the Mortar Platoon nearly put a bomb on top
of us. We were told it was a " short," after we had called
it a lot of other things. It happened to land a mere
500 yards short. Pte. Wells is worried by a noise he hears
every morning at 0600 hrs. and is determined to catch the
noisy creature. We think it might be an alarm clock, but
don't tell him so.
Mortar Platoon
Since the end of block leave the Platoon has been a
hive of activity. Our new arrivals underwent a fortnight's
cadre, at the end of which all qualified for their Layer's
badges, and by the time that had finished we were on our
way to Stanford P.T.A.
Our training at Stanford began with rehearsals for a
support weapons demonstration which we staged in con
junction with the Glosters, and, of course, we easily
outshone them in drills and accuracy (naturally, some
bombs will fall shorter than others—after all, Old Chap,
we are an area weapon!). We have managed to get in
plenty of live firing, and such was the quantity of ammu
nition we had, we are able to return to Shornclitfe with
474 bombs. On our last day's firing, however, we achieved
perhaps our greatest success by having both the C.O. and
2/I.C. flat on their faces on the mortar line when one
bomb refused to ignite its secondaries; as the Platoon Sgt.
said afterwards, "Cor, you should have seen them drop! "
This week we have been taking part in Battalion
exercises and mostly chasing a redheaded deserter called
Leigh, who has been running around Stanford with his
guerrilla bands, causing us a spot of bother. Rumour has
it that this Leigh was once connected with this Battalion,
but your guess is as good as mine.
Well, we must press on with our training, so we had
better sign off now. We shall be pretty busy for the next
fortnight, providing opposition to the I Glosters and then
19 Brigade, but more of that next time.
P.S.—If anyone wants to know what the expression
" Egg Head " means, I would refer him to Pte. Woollven
—apparently he has firsthand knowledge.
" Smudger's Boys."

H.Q. COMPANY

A

T the moment the Company is busy organising the
move to Stanford, which when completed, Moore
Barracks will take on the resemblance of a ghost town. For
the Company Office this is a grand opportunity to catch
up on its documentation in preparation for the annual Ad
ministrative Inspection. I am afraid those who thought
Stanford would be a "good skive" will be sadly disillusioned

as they have a very full training programme ahead of them.
As for the "lucky" ones who are remaining behind no
dcubt duties will come thick and fast.
We welcome Cpl. Chris Tudor as our new Coy. Orderly
Sergeant, but he has taken up the chant of our late Coy.
Orderly Sergeant with "days to do." Our (still nonsmoking)
Company Sergeant Major also seems to be in fashion
as he leaves the Queen's Own shortly to take over duties
with Support Company 4th/5th Battalion, T.A., but little
does he realise he has " never had it so good." We would
also like to welcome our two new arms storemen, Ptes.
Biggin and Bleakley, and congratulate L.Cpl. Stevenson
on his well earned promotion (namely watching the Olympic
Games).
L.Cpl. Bill Watt recently returned from leave and
Pte. Jim Emmcrson, who carried on the good work during
his absence, uttered a rather noisy sigh of relief.
Many of the corporals are rather bleary eyed at the
moment as a result of a good evening in the Corporals'
Club celebrating Sevastopol Day. Sevastopol Day started
with an " official " late reveille, which was followed by
Church Parade and on returning to camp a very welcome
and appetising meal was waiting for us.
On receiving notice that there were vacancies in
London for parcel sorters for a period of three months.
The Company Office was literally invaded with hopeful
and prospective postmen, but like most of us they will
just have to soldier on to the end.
M.T. Section
Leaving the L.A.D. and garages in the capable hands
of Sgt. Manders (R.E.M.E.), the M.T. Section moved off
to Stanford on the 10th of this month.
When we arrived at East Wretham Camp we were
met by the advance party and soon settled in, some of us
finding ourselves promoted to storekeepers. Whilst
unloading the winch lorry the next day, a certain person
of the M.T. tried, unsuccessfully, to balance an anvil on
his finger. 1 think he can safely claim to be the first
casualty of the training.
Jn the following days, "Dicky" Mowll, with his
stretcher champ, was kept busy evacuating the wounded
to far away places behind the front line. Such were our
transport commitments there was often a shortage of trans
port and consequently Pte. East found himself with a
variety of odd jobs.
The motorcycle enthusiasts found an old chalk pit
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behind the M.T. lines and were soon to be seen riding in
and out of it and thoroughly enjoying themselves. A
little while later the threeton section could be seen
following the motorcycles, down one side and up the
other. It was quite steep but they all made it safely. While
we are on the subject of motorcycles, we would like to
wish Pte. Mummery success in the forthcoming motorcycle
trials.

it was pouring with rain before we left, and still pouring
when we arrived back about 4.0 a.m. the next day. Even
though we were soaked (some members inwardly as well
as outwardly — I won't mention any names as I know
the wives read the Buster as well as the husbands), our
spirits were high and we managed to go round with the
procession. The following Saturday we were at Crow
borough, performing for the Kent A.C.F.

The section of the M.T. under Support Company have
been " on the go" for day and night and took a very
active part in the demonstration given to the rest of the
battalion at Frog Hill. During training with Support
Company, two of the drivers managed to overturn their
trailers in " crash actions," but apart from a few dents
there was no damage done.

Sunday, 14th August, was, I think, the day of the
year. We went over to Boulogne on a courtesy visit and
our reception by the townsfolk and visitors was beyond
our wildest dreams. We worked practically nonstop, but
the thousands that followed us everywhere made it really
worthwhile " L'harmonie de Royal West Kents " and " Vive
L'Anglais," as we performed our Retreat at 12.30 p.m. on
the Quai Gambetta. From there wc marched through the
town to Place Dalton for lunch. Lunch is hardly the word,
six courses with plenty of Vino — wow ! The only trouble
was we had still to work afterwards, and whilst eating we
could feel the evil eye watching our glasses being refilled,
etc., but we held our heads high and stepped off playing
as we marched to the Casino, where we gave a Concert
of French music to about 5.000 spectators for an hour.
March we did again, from the Casino to a Hotel on the
Quai, where we had tea — tears of blood were wept
because we had no room for cream cakes, eclairs, etc., etc..
about all that we could manage was a cup of tea. From
there it was march again, this time back to the ship for
Folkestone. We arrived at the Dock with about three
minutes to spare and scrambled up to the Poop Deck,
where we played Old Comrades, followed by the French
and British National Anthems as the ship glided slowly
away. Au Revoir la belle France, our first visit, but I
am sure, not our Jast.

During an exercise, a certain oneton driver, having
been told to take his lorry into the undergrowth because
he was representing a vehicle casualty, supposedly on fire,
stayed there and would still be there if Cpl. Sands had not
gone up and found him. When asked what he was doing
he said he thought he had been left behind on purpose.
The R.E.M.E. team under the command of Cpl. Cater
have often had to work into the night, sometimes in pouring
rain, carrying out repairs to the vehicles that return after
a hard day's training with an assortment of bumps and
dents to be straightened out.
In closing, we would like to thank the several T.A.
drivers who have been driving with us during our temporary
shortage of drivers. We were very glad to have them with
us and from what they have said, they have really enjoyed
themselves during their short stay with us.
The Meckon Fans.
Hand

August has been another very busy month for us of
the " Happy Land " and at the moment, although feeling
pretty jaded, we are struggling manfully on to something
we had almost forgotten, the existence of — LEAVE. Three
weeks at the beginning of October to lick our wounds,
relax and lose our embouchures, so when we return we
can drive the Bandmaster up the wall all over again.
That is ali for the future, and the past is what we must
talk about in our notes.
Wednesday, 3rd August, we were the leading Band
in the Dover Carnival, which seems to get bigger and better
every year. The other Army Bands which took part were
" The Buffs " and the " Brigade Junior Bandsman's." Friday
we played for the Police Training College Passing Out
Parade at Sandgate and were regaled with still more stories
of Malta, etc., by Police Sgt. Instr. Wallace and entertained
in true style by all. Sunday, 7th August, was " The Butfs "
Reunion, and our Fanfare Trumpeters were present
assisting with the service; what a moving remembrance
service they have, we cannot fail to be moved with awe
every time we attend.
Thursday, 11th August, we were oil' before dawn on
the long trek to Newport, Isle of Wight. Four younger
members of the Band wanted to know who they applied
to for their G.S. medal for overseas service. On arrival,
C.Sgt. " Taffy" Clark was looking for somewhere to
change his money; he reckoned he always had to change
when he went to and from Wales. The weather was lousy:

Friday, the 19th. we went to Mill Hill, London, where
we performed for the Middlesex Regt. PassingOut
Parade, and the next day we were at Charing, Beating
Retreat to try and give a good start to their "Help Your
Neighbour" campaign. On the 26th we played for 16
L.A.A., R.A., PassingOut Parade, and 1st and 2nd
September was still another PassingOut Parade, this time
over at Canterbury for the H.C.B. Depot.
Something else of great importance also occurred this
month. We actually managed an afternoon for sport.
Having explained to some of the members what sport was,
it was decided that it was too late to see if wc could
produce a cricket team, and so we made an early start on
soccer.
Our summer season is now over, but looking back we
realise that all the hard work was well worth it, and we
have a feeling of deep satisfaction that no matter where
we have been or what we have done, we have not let
ourselves, you old members, or the Regiment down. The
last playing out season of " The Band of the Queen's Own
Royal West Kent Regiment" (by kind permission of
Lt.Col. D. H. Gwilliam and Officers), under the direction
of Mr. R. G. Watkins, M.B.E., A.R.C.M., has been our
most successful for at least 11 years.
Does this sound like an obituary ?

Perhaps it is.
Faggott.

bVI.V.l.lV.l. in a minor key.

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

SERGEANTS'

MESS

Sunny September sees senior soldiers sloshing, skidding
and squirming through a training area where all of the
holes, mud, rain and cold of England is gathered—much to
our regret.
But in spite of hardships (Rear Party please read again)
morale is still high.
One of the most common sights to be seen in the Mess
bunks (occupied every so often) are the lines of wet clothes
stretched from wall to wall. Competition is fierce amongst
certain members of the Mess as it is reported that 7 com
plete days in camp entitles one to a bar to the Defence
Medal! Before we stretch on, we must say farewell to
"Bill Bradshaw, " who has now left us under the redun
dancy scheme—no bowler hat—but a cloth cap down on the
docks, soon be seeing the ships of the Port of London
formed up in "Threes. "
It has been noticed that large numbers of the Mess
have not had the honour of having their names in print in
the Q.O.G. So below we have a round up of the Com
panies (At last I've got my name in).
" A " Coy.
C.S.M. Levett—Still dark and handsome.
C/Sgt. Kelly—See you later—imitater.
Sgt. Maume—Never be known to swear!
" C " Coy.
C.S.M. Palmer—" RQ " too!
C/Sgt. Williams—Of the rattling Fiat.
Sgt. Dawson—Still slimming.
Sgt. Clark—Learning fast.
" D " Coy.
C.S.M. Heyfron—Null' said—Confidential.
C/Sgt. Vine—Posting on the 17th—Yippee!
Sgt. Gordon, D.C.M.—Eyes on the horizon.
S.gt. Leiper—Jock the Gig.
Sgt. Shields—BE Tests John?
" SP " Coy.
C.S.M. Ross Gower—Always where the ammo's
thickest.
C.S.M. Spalding—Having a good leave?
C/Sgt. Brown—Piggy Jalan Sahib.
Sgt. Rickwood—Man of Kent or Kentish man?
Sgt. Kemp—You made it!
Sgt. Laming—Check those zero lines!
Sgt. Gates—The original Druid.
Sgt. Vale—The Fisherman of England.
Sgt. Coleman—Congratulations Dad, Thrice! ! !
" H.Q. " Coy.
R.S.M. Parker, M.B.E.—Stuck any good hats lately?
R.Q.M.S. Simpson, M.B.E.—Best garden in Shorncliffe.
O.R.Q.M.S. Marshall, B.E.M.—The Hat—The Cheque.
S.Q.M.S. Marsh, R.A.P.C.—You take the credit!
S.Q.M.S. Thompson, A.C.C.—Master of Bullets.
C.S.M. Simmonite—How does he keep so young?
S/Sgt. Hunter, R.E.M.E.—But me no Butts.
C/Sgt. Tillman—Did you find them?
C/Sgt. Gooch—Did you make a profit?
Sgt. Vale—Keeper of the Wild Ones.
Sgt. Lockyear—Yes Sir—No Sir—Yes Sir—
Sgt. Wilson—AF 213 or AF 721 or AF 001.
Sgt. Tidy—Come out of that bush!
Sgt. Samsom—Where have those beds gone!
Sgt. Kill—It's more than white—it's Provost bright.
Sgt. Ticehurst—Keep those wheels rolling.
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Sgt. Taylor—Of the screws and nuts dept.
Sgt. Roberts, R.—Wash the blood off my hands.
Sgt. Roberts, C.—A very intelligent chap.
Sgt. Grimshaw—J. Arthur Rank.
Sgt. McGee—Settled in?
Sgt. Manders—Watch those square eyes mate.
Sgt. Hope—Q.M. i/c Detachment—Stanford.
Sgt. Mace—Stop Worrying!
D/M.C. Sgt. Clark—The stick twiddler.
W.O.I Watkins, M.B.E.—Strict Tempo.
B/C Sgt. Clark—Blow—not suck !
Sgt. Healey—The Oompah man.
Sgt. McGowan—The hammer man.
Stop Press.
Awards and Decorations: —
The following have been awarded the bar to the
Defence Medal (Wretham Camp):
S.Q.M.S. Marsh, C.S.M. Ross Gower, Sgt. Shields,
S/Sgt. Hunter, Sgt. Grimshaw, Sgt. Hope.
All members of the Mess offer congratulations to the
above, with the appropriate sounds.
Wu novum.

WIVES' GROUP
Because of leave and the Battalion's many commit
ments throughout the British Isles, no meeting was he!d
in August. The September meeting took place in the
Sergeants' Mess on 6th September. The attendance was
rather disappointing, probably on account of the weather.
The following wives did brave the elements : Mrs.
Thompson, Mrs. Simpson, Mrs. Palmer, Mrs. Scull, Mrs.
Brown. Mrs. Vale, Mrs. Parker, Mrs. Gwil'/.am, Mrs.
Goodwin, Mrs. Cleaver, Mrs. Hind. Mrs. Blum, Mrs.
Winstanley, Mrs. Vine, Mrs. Spalding, Mrs. Rickwood,
Mrs. Gates. Mrs. Mace, Mrs. Heyfron, Mrs. Potts, Mrs.
Tidy, Mrs. Marshall. We were also glad to welcome Mrs.
Brown, mother of Mrs. Hind, who has attended our
meeting before in several parts of the world.
The first business of the evening was the election
of a new committee and the following were successful in
the poll : Secretary, Mrs. Woodman; Treasurer, Mrs.
Hoggart; Senior Ranks' Representative, Mrs. Spalding;
Junior Ranks' Representative, Mrs. Chamberlayne. The
permanent members of the committee are: Mrs. Gwilliam
(President), Mrs. Scull, Mrs. Parker.
A vote of thanks was passed to the retiring members
of the committee, who had done so much to get the Club
going again after our return from Cyprus. They are,
Mrs. Elgood, Mrs. Marshall, Mrs. Tidy and Mrs. Stamp.
The Club would like to thank Mrs. Elgood for all her
help and to wish her all good fortune in B.A.O.R.
For the evening's raffle, Mrs. Parker kindly presented
a battery operated food mixer, which was won by Mrs.
Goodwin. Over a pound was taken in aid of Club funds.
The remainder of the evening was spent in playing
the everpopular Tombola, Mrs. Spalding being "caller"
in a very professional manner — no doubt learned from
her husband, C.S.M. Spalding.
Once again we are indebted to the Sergeants' Mess for
allowing us to use their anteroom and for providing
refreshments.
Now that many of our outlying families have moved
in to Folkestone, we hope for a bigger attendance at future
meetings.
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4 th/ 5 th

BATTALION

EDITORIAL
A quiet and unspectacular month from Bn.
j \ . H.Q.'s point of view although a lot ol
thought and mental energy has been put into
producing both likely and unlikely proposals
H M/San for the reorganisation of the T.A. in Kent.
It is understood that the White Paper on this
subject will be published in midNovember
so we can now hope that it will at last clear
the fog of ignorance which has so far enveloped the prob
lem and consequently limited our eflorts to crystalball
gazing.
Apart from the various Company weekend activities
which are reported elsewhere the only really major event
has been the Annual Officers' Ball which was held on 30th
September at the Tudor House at Bearstcd. We were
somewhat unlucky with our guests as the Colonel of the
Regiment was most unfortunately confined to his bed in
Colchester and the 1st Battalion was still at Thetford. How
ever, for some 160 officers, guests and their ladies it seemed
to be a very good party and it was still going strong when
your scribe departed at about 04.00 hours. As it had
started at about 21.00 hours this would seem to be an indi
cation of success due mainly to the efforts of the Bail Com
mittee and their many helpers all of whom put in a great
deal of work in their spare time and who consequently
deserve the credit for what turned out to be a very good
party indeed.
It so happened that at midnight on this particular night
Lt.Col. (now Colonel) Roy Waring handed over command
of the battalion to Maj. (now Lt.Col.) Tom Coath. Col.
Roy joined the 4th Battalion as a 2/Lt. in 1935 and thus
has completed 25 years' service with The Queen's Own. He
would probably be embarrassed if these notes said all the
nice things about him that couid so easily be said so we will
merely state that we are all extremely and genuinely sorry
that the time has come for him to hand over command.
We congratulate him on his promotion to Colonel and
know that we shall continue to see a great deal of him in
his new job as Brigade Training Colonel. In welcoming
Lt.Col. Tom Coath it may be of interest to some ambitious
T.A. private to know that he joined the 4th Battalion 20
years ago as a private soldier so as you can see lrom this
the prospects for promotion in the T.A. are pretty good!

" A "

C O M P A N Y — UNION STREET, MAIDSTONE

The Company's activities this month have been
centred mainly around the range. On August 14th the
Company fired the Annual Classification at Milton, which
apart from ensuring fat wallets on Bounty Night, provided
some useful practice for the Battalion rifle meeting which
followed on 27th/28th August at Lydd.
After the first practice in the High Sheriff's Com
petition it seemed that our efforts would be well rewarded
as we were leading by eight points. At this stage, however,
Sgt. "Tug" Wilson had an unfortunate accident with his
eye and could lake no further part in the competition.
Just why he should decide to push his finger into his eye
we have not discovered, but in future "Tug" will be either

handcuffed or made to wear boxing gloves between prac
tices.
In the Falling Plate our team, which consisted of some
of our lessexperienced members, did very well to beat
" B " Coy., but they were narrowly beaten by Sp. Coy. in
the semifinals.
Special mention must be made here of Capt. Watson,
who returned the highest score in the Bn. team; of Mr.
Sutton and Sgt. Everest, who finished third in the L.M.G.
Pairs; and of Pie. Jones, who, a very short time after
joining us, achieved equal top score in the Young Soldiers'
Competition.
A spontaneous competition on the .22 range was
arranged on 30lh August, when we challenge 507 Coy.,
R.A.S.C., to a match. Our team, which again was com
prised of the younger element, beat the R.A.S.C., who
fielded quite an array of " old sweats," by six points.
This month has been quite successful from the recruit
ing angle and we give a warm welcome to Ptes. Luther,
Wood and Jones. We also welcome the presence once
again of Mr. Parslow, although we are not yet sure
whether he has been posted to this Company. Our barman
is more than pleased at his return, and has doubled his
usual order to the brewers.
Mr. Sutton has now removed himself to a new resi
dence in Tunbridge Wells, and I understand that our next
Civil Defence exercise will consist of debris clearing in
his garden. Whether by design or accident, he now lives
almost opposite our Company Commander — very con
venient for " O " Groups.
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" B " COMPANY —ANGLESEA
ST. MARY CRAY

ROAD

As forecast in our last " jottings," August saw the
Company back in harness, recovered from Annual Camp
and ready for whatever Higher Command ordered. This
took the shape of vigorous (?) weekend activities.
On the first Sunday of the month we joined Sp. Coy.
at Milton for classification on Rifle and Bren. When the
rain started to fall we imagined ourselves fortunate in per
forming butt duties first and after lunch in the lately arrived
sun we looked forward to an enjoyable afternoon. Our
confidence proved illfounded for water gushed from the
sky in torrents and we were soon wet to the skin. We
decided that we would have to call it a day and return on
another occasion, which proved to be the next weekend
in place of planned battle training at Mereworth.
This time we arrived at Milton on Saturday afternoon
and brushed up our section tactics before a fish and chip
supper and preparations for sleeping in the range hut. There
is no doubt that the Brothers Shaw were the best equipped
and most comfortable members that night.
An excellent breakfast prepared by C/Sgt. Amber and
his willing helpers was consumed at an early hour and we
were soon ready to classify in earnest. This time the
weather was on our side and some creditable scores resulted
with both weapons. We were delighted to see our old Com
pany Commander, Maj. Coath, on the range and he fired
the course with us.
On the weekend 27th/28th August, "B" Coy. sur
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prised everyone but themselves in winning the major rifle
trophies in the Battalion Rifle Meeting at Lydd. Not only
did C/Sgt. Amber triumph as the Battalion's Best Rifle Shot
but we also trounced allcomers to win the InterCompany
shoot. Last but by no means least we congratulate Pte.
Beanland who was runnerup in the competition for the
"Young Soldier Best Rifle Shot," being beaten only after
a tie.
We were represented on the cricket field by Capt.
Fraser and Sgt. Hawkes who were members of the Battalion
Team versus 257 Fd. Regt. (T.A.). Despite their help, the
side was beaten.
Congratulations are due to Sgt. Hawkes, Cpl. Ramm,
Cpl. Burkin and L/Cpls. Clifton and Grigg on their recent
promotions. Whilst the N.C.O. ranks have swelled we have
lost one officer, namely Mr. Parslow who cannot make the
long journey from his home; we wish him luck at his new
station.
" C " COMPANY—ARGYLE ROAD, SEVENOAKS

August has seen the Company training in a large
variety of subjects; a day at Shoreham for classification saw
some remarkable scores—the O.C. and C.S.M. were sur
prised pleasantly and otherwise. L/Cpl. Ansell shot ex
tremely well. Heavy rain restricted visibility, but not the
usual dry humour, and we were grateful to the Cadets who
assisted us with their usual high spirits.
A Company Training Weekend around Sevenoaks saw
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Trained Soldiers, a Senior N.C.O.'s cadre and Recruits
training separately and progressively. A mapreading
classic arose out of a certain W.O. (having two allows us
anonymity) leading the 2/IC to a training area for a recce
("Don't need a map—been there dozens of times"). '1 he
question " How much further? repeated at decent intervals
was ultimately met with " It's not that I'm lost—its just that
it all looks unfamiliar!" Nasty thoughts by 2/IC who
orders return to vehicle and recce at 6 a.m. next day only
to be told that location of vehicle now also unknown—near
collapse of 2/IC, who majestically finds transport (but only
via landmarks previously noted) when light and hope gently
fading. Hostile suspicion at present surrounds all move
ments of this W.O.
Dry wireless exercises have been to the fore on drill
nights enlivened by some unconscious humour, notably
from Pte. A. Mills. A film show by Pte. Gowland deserves
the high appreciation of all ranks who were, we hope, not
embarrassed by scenes covering work and play.
We welcome Recruits Bond. Dabell, West and Sears
and hope they enjoy their stay with us.
A MotorCycle Club is meeting somewhere around
Coy. H.Q. with an apparent battle between C.S.M. Jones
(T.A.) and Maj. Bobby at Bn. H.Q. for self determination.
Lt. Clifford gave a local lecture on the T.A. on the 18th;
we hear the audience was very appreciative and well
disciplined as behoves those who contemplate our Drill
enthusiast. We await a surge of recruits.
The Battalion Rifle Meeting on 27th/28th saw good
individual scores by our O.C., C.S.M. and Pte. Wood.
Everyone enjoyed the weekend at Lydd on 3rd/4th
September, enlivened by Pte. Sharp's demonstration of the
minimum range of a mortar and Lt. Gibbs' continuous
passion for grenade throwing.
Our next major engagement is Ex September Moon—a
preliminary recce (on the map) has produced considerable
curiosity, but at least one of our W.O.'s should regain his
faith in Map Reading.

" D " COMPANY —PARISH LANE, PENCE

Last month we finished by welcoming a potential re
cruit. We now begin this month by congratulating him on
winning the Young Soldier's Cup at the Battalion Rifle
Meeting on Lydd Ranges. This is a remarkable achieve
ment as he had never handled a rifle until joining us three
weeks ago. We trust that lie will have continued success
in the T.A.
Further congratulations for members of the Company
go to L/Cpls. Bish and Mudd on their recent promotion.
This month, in spite of being a "holiday month, ' has
been a full one with weekend training at Soulhborough
Range for the recruits prior to the classification which took
place for the whole Company at Milton Ranges the follow
ing week.
The Battalion Rifle Meeting was at the end of the
month unfortunately coinciding with several of our mem
bers' holidays but nonetheless a spirited team (well they
were after Saturday evening anyway) turned out for the
various competitions.
Mr. inacLachlan owed his position in the Bren Team
to the fact that Capt. Morley Jacob added to his score in
the practice shoot by firing on the wrong target.
As a final note we would like to congratulate " B " Coy.

on the excellent Social at the end of the month. AH those
who attended it were very impressed and had a thoroughly
good evening.

HEADQUARTER

COMPANY — AVEBURY
TONBRIDGE

AVENUE

"Not a goodlooking company, but devilish steady!
We suspect that even H.Q. Coy. themselves would
echo this adaptation of Sir John Moore's wellknown
words. We have never had any illusions as to our suit
ability for casting in the role of the male background
fillersin found on the glossy advertisement pages of
women's magazines. But when it comes to fallingplate
competitions at Battalion rifle meetings, ah! then we conic
into our own. Judging by the way they handled their
rifles on that one fine day in August, our fallingplate
team had not been neglecting their practice in adopting
" a comfortable position and a rocklike hold." Con
gratulations on their win to Majors Coath and Bobby,
C.S.M. Passey, Sgt. Sales, and Ptes. Locke and ElliotPyle.
L/Cpl. Meacham is usually to be found after training
on Tuesday evenings sitting on a stool with elbows planted
firmly on the bar and his eyes more or less firmly on a
pint of beer—at least he used to be. Since the football
season opened, however he's become less securely fixed
to his stool and now may be seen taking apparently casual
strolls around the clubroom and even outside it as far as
the company office and the orderly room. He has the air
of the seeker after truth as he moves quietly, thoughtfully,
about his business, a book under one arm, a Biro at the
ready in his hand. Perhaps, you may think, he's writing
a book or compiling a new edition of " Poems by Ted
(unsuitable for children), or even could it be that he's
keeping a Top Secret Dossier on the members of H.Q.
Coy. for the exclusive use of the I. Section? The possi
bilities are legion. We know, for instance, that he's a
particularly keen birdwatcher, and would not be surprised
to find his book entitled " Birds 1 have watched in Ton
bridge," or "Notes on Birds on the Banks of the Mcd
way." However, none of these suggestions is right. What
he is really doing is collecting sixpences for the H.Q.
Coy. weekly football draw in aid of the Children's Christ
mas Party, a praiseworthy undertaking. Each week he
assures your correspondent that Plymouth Argyle are not
as bad as they look and that this week they're all set for
a really big win, so please may he have sixpence? And
he always manages to extract it, too, plus a shilling for
the last fortnight's arrears!

SUPPORT

COMPANY — SPELDHURST ROAD
SOUTKBOP.OUGH

Our usual scribe will, as usual, I am sure, have for
gotten to scribe, but this time there is some excuse for
him as he is proceeding on holiday, and so I take up the
pen on his behalf.
This is, of course, a rather slack time of the year
from the T.A. point of view, with holidays and garden
conscious wives taking men away when they would be
much belter employed on Training, but we have managed
to keep jogging along with our soldiering. We have also
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kept up a slow, but very sure rate of recruiting, and every
week now a new face appears at the Drill Hall. If this
goes on we must surely qualify for that bigger drill hall
which the Company Commander is always agitating about.
The main event during the last month was, of course,
the Battalion rifle meeting. Having wiped the board last
year, we set off with high hopes of doing the same this
year, but, alas, it was not to be. We got off to rather a
bad start at 300 yards, and although we put up a very
good showing at 500 yards later in the day, it just wasn't
good enough to get us higher than second place in the
main competition. In fact, the only thing we did win
this year was the L.M.G. Pairs, when Maj. Large, with,
this time, C/Sgt. Jenner, repeated his success of previous
years, but even then the score was not as high as we had
hoped. Maj. Large, too, just managed to be top scorer
amongst the officers, but on the whole it was just not
our day.
Our congratulations go to " B " Coy., who won the
meeting, especially to C/Sgt. Amber, who was the highest
individual scorer in the main competition, and to H.Q.
Coy., who pipped us in the final of the Falling Plate, but
we warn all and sundry here and now that next year we
shall be in form. (Certain officers who were obviously
not propertly acclimatised will be brought across the
border earlier next year and put on a diet of Kent's Best
and deep breaths of Kentish air, and then the others had
better watch out.) It is also understood that the Company
Commander is going to insist that they check the zeroing
of their rifles before they start shooting next time!
We were, however, very well represented in the
Battalion team, and in the Officers' Falling Plate team,
which, whisper it softly through all Regimental channels—
BEAT THE SERGEANTS' TEAM !

Visit to the Sgts.' Mess, usually held in camp, but postponed
this year owing to the visit of our ColonelinChief; secondly
to say " au revoir " but not goodbye to our C.O., Lt.Col.
A. R. H. Waring, T.D., who is due to leave us on the 30th
September on promotion to Colonel, and lastly to well and
truly launch R.S.M. Hills into civilian life after 27 years
in the Army, and, of course, give the Mess a chance to
welcome his successor, R.S.M. Leach, and let him see that
we are a live Mess although a very scattered one. Although
the evening got olf to a rather slow start, mainly due to the
distances members had to travel, it turned out to be an
excellent show.
I he music and entertainment was provided by that
everjiopular exmember of the Regiment—Moggy Milton
and nis Band. He will be remembered by many ex
members of the 2nd Bn. as Colour Sergeant and exRegi
mental Dance Band domino basher. They certainly know
how to get things going and to keep them on the move.
There's never a dull moment. There are rumours that Sgt.
Jim Scudder is opening up in the barrow boy line since his
wife won the main raff! prize—a large box of fruit!
We had one of Charlie May's special buffets which he
and his wife provide on such occasions. It was excellent,
and proof is that not a scrap was left. Members of the
Mess very much appreciate all the work put in to make the
show a success it undoubtedly was and wish to thank R.S.M.
Leach for organising it and Charlie May and Cpl. Peter
Locke for all the hard work they put in both before the
event and during the evening. Their efforts in decorating
the hall in the Regimental Colours were firstclass. Many
thanks for an outstanding show.

HISTORY

A very enjoyable day was had by all, and we would
like to thank everybody who obviously worked so very
hard to make things go so well.
The same day our M.M.G. PI. tried their hand at
the T.A. Decentralised Competitions, but they, too, were
just not in form and the results were a little disappointing;
but, never mind, we have to start somewhere, and I'm
sure that the experience they had this year will prove
invaluable when they come to fire this competition next
year.
Our next outing is another trip to Lydd to fire the
I7pounders and 3in. mortars, which will be reported
upon in due course. Several of our members will not be
with us as they are going off to Stanford P.T.A. with the
1st Bn. We wish them luck—in fact we envy them. I
trust Q.M. 1 R.W.K. knows how many B.A.T.S. he has,
as Lt. Peter Cyster was seen in very earnest conversation
last Tuesday with our AntiTank Gunners who are going
on this party.
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SERGEANTS' MESS
One of those rare occasions during the outofcamp
period when the whole mess get together for a function
occurred on Saturday, 10th September, when a Social and
Dance was held at Bn. H.Q., Tonbridge. The purpose of
the evening was threefold apart from the fun and frolics;
firstly it was to take the place of the annual Officers' Mess

REGIMENTAL HEADQUARTERS,
THE BARRACKS,
MAIDSTONE,
KENT
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FTER a summer of important visits and events or many
different kinds, September has been comparatively quiet,
although we have been kept busy preparing for four series
of minor preadmin. inspections.
Departments which have been subjected to inspection
at frequent intervals have consisted of the armoury, the
pay office with a visit from Maj. Patterson, the District
Savings Officer, the Depot Fire Service, the P.T. wing who
were visited by Brig. Breading, inspector of P.T., on Sep
tember 7th, 1960.
Sevastopol Day was celebrated in traditional style on
September 8th. After being wakened by the R.S.M. and
Senior Training Coy. instructors with a cup of hot tea, all
ranks attended the church service in the morning. After
lunch games were organised in which the Officers and
Sergeants' Messes and Corporals' Club and all platoons did
battle against each other, and all that should tactfully be
said is that the spirit showed considerably more willing
than the body! The all ranks dance that evening was a
great success and our thanks are largely due to the R.S.M.
who contributed a great deal to the success of the evening
and to the band which performed in such a lively and will
ing fashion.
On both the two succeeding Saturdays, dances were
held in the Depot Gym. Again the success of both these
occassions was due to Mr. Collman and his minions who
were entirely responsible for the orgainisation of both
dances.
On 17th September, the Maidstone Joint Council of
exservice associations held their Standard Bearer com
petition and Social evening, and a week late our Past and
Present Association held their annual Get Together.
A passing out parade for 60 recruits of Medjez Plain
and Centuripe Platoons was held on Monday, 19th Septem
ber. T!he G.O.C. {H.C.D. MajorGeneral Gledell, C.B.,
C.B.E., D.S.O. inspected the parade and scarcely had he
wished them good luck than the heavens opened and all
thoughts of an assault course demonstration were washed
rapidly into the Medway. This intake was entirely com
prised of men destined for service with Royal Sussex Regi
ment in N. Ireland and had been trained by Lt. Tarver
(R. Sussex) and 2nd Lt. Sluce.
The latter has now left us, but is still within easy reach
as he has taken a temporary job teaching at a Preparatory
School in Bearsted. Mr. Sluce has been with us since June,
1959; it was sad to see him go and we all miss his familiar
shambling gait around the Depot. We have bade farewell to
other familiar figures, notably Sgt. Booker who is now at
G.H.Q. Melf in Cyprus. Sgt. Booker was at the Depot long
before most of us, and did a splendid job for many months
as Sergeants' Mess caterer—good luck to him and his

family. Good luck and goodbye also to Cpls. Reed, Jordan
and Rowe who have left us on N.S. discharge.
From the 20th24th September, Capt. Butler and Lts.
Bateman and Whitty attached themselves to I R.W.K. at
Stanford. The stay was short but most enjoyable and 1
think quite a lot was learned as well.
We were delighted to have the honour and pleasure
of entertaining two Senior Officers of the Imperial Iranian
Army from 21 st28th September. Col. Aghily and Lt.Col.
Dadsetan took part in many activities and we hope their
stay was as enjoyable to them as it was for us.
On Sunday, 25th, the Kent Territorial and Auxilary
Forces Association held their annual Band and Drill Com
petition at the Depot. We were lucky to have a lovely day
for it and although the standard of drill was not quite what
we are used to on our square, the cadets seemed to enjoy
themselves and the volume and swagger produced by their
bands was most impressive.
A warm welcome to an old friend of the Depot. C apt.
John Norton, who has come to take over eventually from
Maj. Macmillan and who will have the task of closing down
the Depot next year. We hope his stay will be a very happy
one and that of his wife and two children also.
Lt. Whitty, back from the Olympics in Rome has taken
over as O.C. Training Company from Lt. Bateman who
starts a small arms course at Hythe at the end of October.
Capt. Butler is in the middle of three weeks leave and Capt.
Norton is doing the job of Adjutant in his absence.
Congratulations to Sgt. Swann on his promotion to
Officers' Mess Sergeant, to Cpl. Ruck on his second stripe,
and to L./Cpls. Waters, Draper, Bunn, Smith, Webster and
Tinkler on their promotion to LanceCorporal. Congratu
lations and condolences also to Sgt. Woolgar, Ptes. Skinner
and Barlow on their marriages—may all their troubles be
little ones!
Last, but by no means least, a very warm welcome to
the following new regular soldiers in the Regiment: Pies.
Mitchell, Earnshaw, Farr, Stanford, Hunt, Glyde and
Howarth. Good luck to them all.

TRAINING COMPANY
The main event in this month has been Sevastopol
Day which took place on Thursday, 8th September. 1 he
weather was fine for us for the last Regimental Day to take
place at the Depot, and after the church service which was
held in the morning, there were various sporting events
that took place throughout the day, the chiel ol these
being the football, hockey and tugofwar. The football
was won by Cassino Platoon who beat their fellow intake
platoon, Sangro, by one goal to nil in extra time. 1 he hoc
key was won by Invicta Platoon who beat a rather tired
Sergeants' Mess side in the final by three goals to two, also
in extra time. The tugofwar was won by Medjez Plain
who pulled the Corporals twice; the second pull produced
an amusing incident. The Corporals had almost pulled
Medjez Plain but suddenly all the Corporals left the rope
and Medjez Plain were pulling against nothing. The day
finished with the usual dance which was held in the gym
nasium with a very large number of people attending. The
bars proved to be the most popular attraction and the Cor
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porals who were barmen on that night proved that it was
of financial benefit to them.
On the Saturdays, 17th and 24th September there have
been dances held in the gymnasium for the Old Comrades
and the Past and Present Association respectively and,
judging by the large numbers that attended these functions,
it was an obvious success. The Corporals were once again
doing the bar duties, but this lime it was with not quite so
much keenness.
One of the last Passing Out Parades took place on
19th September when members of the Royal Sussex and a
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35 days leave which he is spending touring the Continent.
During his absence, that man of many parts, Sgt.
Scrivens, has taken over until the C.Q.M.S. returns.
Preparations are already under way for the Annual
Administration Inspection to be held on 7th November.
The offices have been painted by the clerks who have also
seemed to have painted themselves while doing the job.
The matrimonial stakes have claimed a few more
people this month. Those who succumbed include Sgt.
Woolgar, Ptes. Skinner, Barlow, Funnell and Bridger. We
wish them luck in their new way of life.

ANOTHER HAPPY GROUP OF EXNATIONAL SERVICEMEN WHO HAVE BECOME REGULAR
SOLDIERS DURING THEIR TRAINING AT THE DEPOT
Back row: Ptes. Wickens, Giles, Earnshaw, Knowles, Roser, Hadlow, Elliott, Elms, James.
3rd row: Goodacre, Wood, Quare, Holmes, Valentine, Staples, Farr, Whenary, Barton, Manktelow.
2nd row: Pendleton, Harding, Rolfe, Gray, Ketley, Sands, Wickenden, Glyde, Goodseli, Mead, Harris.
Sitting: Hunion, Davis, S.L. Webster, S.L. Wilkins, S.L. Gibbs, S.L. Tinkler, Ingram, Mooney, Pegg.
few members of the Queen's Own took part in a parade
curtailed by rain. These drafts will be going to Northern
Ireland and the 1st Battalion at Shorncliffe where they will
soldier on for the rest of their time.
The main news amongst the promotions and appoint
ments for this month has been the departure of Cpl. Swann
to the Officers' Mess as the Mess Sergeant. This has re
sulted in his promotion to Local Sergeant, an appointment
which he has well deserved. C./Sergeant Johnstone is on

Demob has arrived for 2Lt. Sluce, Cpls. Jordan, Reed
and Rowe who left us on the 29th September for Civvy
Street. The Corporals' Club funds managed to find £10 for
the demob party which was held in the 'Vic' by kind per
mission of Ivor whose valuable help made the evening very
successful.
The Company Clerk has once again gone on leave and
it is wondered if he is having a Regular's leave for a
National Serviceman. However, the Orderly Room have
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come to the rescue by loaning a clerk to help out, Pte.
Smith during the absence of Cpl. Brooks.
Next month sees the start of the Administration Prac
tice Parades together with permanent staff starting their
Battle P.T. Tests, and the annual Civil Defence Exercise.
I wonder if Cpl. Brooks will be on leave again during next
month.
The Beehive

LUNCH TIME MUSINGS OF

A MANIAC

The decrepit looking onestorey edifice on the left as
one enters barracks is. as most people know, Regimental
Headquarters. On entering it emanates a musty smell, the
odour of decay and a reminder that like unto we humans
it is mortal and nearing the end of its days.
Originally it was a Sergeants' Mess. In 1793 when it
was in occupation by the 7th Light Dragoons, one can
picture lean, lanky cavalrymen, with enormous moustaches
and side whiskers crowded around the bar window quaffing
lusty pints of good Kentish ale (at Ud. a pint) and dis
cussing the merits of the last bunch of remounts or the
Colonel's new mare.
Clay pipes and hard tobacco were the order of the
day and responsible for the fuggy atmosphere. In the
evenings the sole lights were farthing dips or paraffin
lamps which must have kept the fire picquet busy.
Through the windows one could see the sentry on
Quarter Guard marching up and down with his sabre at the
carry. Through the main gate four wheeled wagons croaked
and groaned their way along the rutted road; they were
heaped with hay, straw and oats for the long faced chums
or bread and meat for their masters.
Mingled with the sound of trumpet calls one could
hear the clipclop of horses' hooves, supplemented by the
ring of the farrier's hammer on his anvil as he fashioned
shoes for his charges (or should I say chargers?)
Attracted by the horses, blackbirds and thrushes trilled
their songs from the tops of the immature plane saplings
which stretched northwards towards the Officers' Mess. (I
should like to think that these birds were the direct an
cestors of those which have greeted me from the tops of
their now lofty perches for the past 34 years as I entered
barracks).
I watched through these same windows their in
difference to the traffic going to and fro, pausing for a
moment from their divebombing attacks on seemingly
elastic worms in the turf, to raise their heads and gaze
with beady and unblinking eye as though to identify some
casual passerby, and then continuing the operation of
winkling the unwilling worm from his fortress.
Soon the north winds will blow and send the amber
and golden leaves of the trees scurrying in myriads down
to the ground where they will dance in circles and finally
find temporary shelter in all sorts of nooks and doorways
to await the arrival of the sanitary squad which will trundle
them away to moulder close to the bank of the Medway.
The thrushes and blackbirds will fly away to a more con
genial home for the winter months and be replaced by
voracious starlings and truculent robins.
I should like to offer posthumous thanks to the
Dragoons for their legacy—a legacy that will shortly be
ours no more!
What of the Queen's Own: what legacy shall we leave

when the Regimental Flag ceases to flutter at the gale;
when the gates clang to sounding a requiem to one more
episode in the life of the barracks. The saga of the Regi
ment will not however terminate in the barracks itself, it
will unfold itself to future generations through the medium
of silk (Col. Waddy's motheaten rags on wormeaten
poles), in vellum and on brass in All Saints' Church, the
Cenotaph in Brenchley Gardens and the Regimental
Museum which houses the trophies indicative of the in
domitable purpose, suffering and blood of many onetime
occupants of Maidstone Barracks. These, then, will con
stitute the legacy of the Queen's Own.
"Invicta" T.P.M.
REGIMENTAL CAR BADGES
The badge is made of heavily chromeplated metal with
the cap badge set in a background of the Regimental
Colours in vitreous enamel.

The cost is 26/9 post free. — Apply to the Editor,
"Queen's Own Gazette,'' Regimental Headquarters, The
Barracks, Maidstone.
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can never happen." Famous last words. A few years
ago who would have believed it possible that our
Regiment would lose its identity and amalgamate?
The answer is noone would. Now it is about to happen
Why? BECAUSE THE SERVING AND RETIRED
MEMBERS OF OUR REGIMENT FAILED TO APPRE
CIATE THE VITAL IMPORTANCE OF DOING
SOMETHING. YES, DOING SOMETHING ABOUT
RECRUITING.
But it's too late now; is it? No, no, and no again.
At least we are entering into a happy marriage and
Kent will have its own Regiment, enhanced even, by the
traditions and history of two World famous Regiments.
Well, it would never happen again, we're safe now at
any rate.
WHERE HAVE WE HEARD THAT BEFORE?
Now we will tell you something. What has happend
once can always happen again.
BUT IT NEED NOT, IT NEED NOT HAPPEN, IF
ALL SERVING AND RETIRED MEMBERS OF THE
REGIMENT TRY (and this means TRY) TO GET JUST
ONE RECRUIT.
This is NOT someone else's job, it's YOURS, YES,
YOURS.
We do practise what we preach you know. Turn to
page 232 in the August issue of your Q.O.G. Now look at
the opposite page in this issue. Now turn to the announce
ment in the August and September Q.O.G. at the top of
the Past and Present notes. Look at the pictures, nearly
all these young Regular soldiers converted from National
Service to regular engagements while they were here at the
Depot. In six months OVER 50 HAVE become Regulars
in this way. Another 30 have signed on from outside,
thanks to the efforts of the Army Recruiters and our Regi
mental recruiters.
Now the Depot are getting no more National Service
men. It's a question of initiative in the hard competitive
outside world.
Read the announcements again and think of these
things.
AND THEN FOR PETE'S SAKE DO SOMETHING.
Page 261 in the September issue tells you what to do
AND HOW TO DO IT.

GRAVESEND BRANCH
A NOTHER month, another member, this time we wel
come Mr. Barratt, and we are hoping for more to walk
his way, or is that too corny? Our main activities for Sep
tember were our support to the R.A.F. on Battle of Britain
Sunday, and our visit to Maidstone.
Was glad to see our Standard as one of three at the
social on September 24th, when our numbers swelled to
22, and I think 1 can safely say a good time was had by
all. As always we met many old friends, but unfortunately
there were a great number not on parade. Maurice Nicholls
literally leaned over backwards to help make the party a
success, and then further contributed to the entertainment
by giving us some impressions. An equally big impression
was made on my wife's feet, but then she shouldn't have
insisted on my dancing. I hereby apologise to other users
of the floor for any inconvenience caused by my bumping
and boring. The only sad note, what happend to Mr.
Williams' cap? He certainly had one and now he hasn't.
That cap has made many rounds of our various coaches
and now it looks as if we shall have to make a whipround
to buy him another. Cheques and postal orders to be
crossed please! Any surplus cash will be consumed by 10.30
at the "Terminus" on October 28th.
Tiny

6TH BATTALION
A SK any member of the Old Comrades Association at the
6th Battalion, Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regi
ment, if he would care to "relive" his experiences either
in World War I or World War II and the answer would be
an emphatic "No." But ask him if he would wish to "relive"
the fellowship he found during these times and his answer
then is "Yes, I would not have missed that for anything"
(writes a Kentish Times reporter).
This friendship, almost a bond of brotherhood, has
existed through the years because every year since 1933,
with the exception of the World War II period, the asso
ciation has kept its members in touch with one another by
arranging an annual dinner.
This year's event, at which more than 80 members
were present, was held at the White Hart, Bromley, on
Saturday, ?? September, and the main topic of conver
sation was the amalgamation of the Queen's Own with the
Buffs.
Although there were mixed feelings about this, the
Chairman of the Past and Present Association, Lt.Col. H.
N. Edwards, M.B.E., D.L., said that if an amalgamation
had to take place it could be with no greater Regiment
than the Buffs.
And after Capt. J. Nixon had proposed the toast to the
guests, Capt. M. R. M. Newall (1st Battalion adjutant)
stressed in his reply: "We are going to take the Buffs by
storm."
The Chairman, Lt.Col. G. K. Defrates, D.S.O., M.C.,
who proposed the toasts to the Battalion and to "absent
friends" stressed his delight at seeing so many present—
especially the 191418 contingent, to whom he proposed a
special toast. "We still have 20 of them with us," he said.
"I think it is a wonderful performance."
Association funds, he went on, stood at about £100. It
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would be their aim to build on this sum for the future, so
as to help any members who might be in need.
Grace was said and the loyal toast proposed by Col.
W. Nash, M.B.E., T.D., president of the association.
Among those present were the treasurer, Mr. J. L.
Davidson; the two joint secretaries, Messrs. C. Sayers and
E. Davies; O.R.Q.M.S. L. Marshall, B.E.M. (1st Battalion);
and Lt.Col. Durtnall, Messrs. R. Wilks, H. Woolnough
and G. H. Cockell of the Bromley Branch of the Past and
Present Association.
4

BROMLEY BRANCH

T

HERE is not much to report this month on the busi
ness side of the branch, but by the time this gets into
print we shall have had a games fixture with London
Branch, which will be too late to report on for this issue
of Q.O.G.
After 43 years

The following is really personal, but I thought it
might be of interest to some of the readers of Q.O.G.
1 have recently, by an odd chance, met up with one ol the
old 1 /5th Bn. The Queen's Own, who was on a few days'
visit to his sister near to where I live. The last time 1
remember seeing him was some while prior to my leaving
that battalion in April, 1917, for England, and, subse
quently, France. He informs me that he joined up at
the Drill Hall in Bromley on 7th August, 1914, and was
soon posted to 5lh Bn. at their war station at Dover.
After Canterbury and the Sandwich area, he travelled
with the remainder of us to India, remaining to travel to
the various stations from Jhansi to Rawalpindi. With a
number of others of the Bn. he volunteered for the newly
formed 261 MachineGun Company and left for Quetta
as their training station. When fully trained they were
sent to France via Bombay, Karachi, Egypt, North Alrica
and Marseilles, finally reaching the firing line, to chase
and catch up with jerry. When the Armistice came they
were at Tournai, and advanced with the Army ol Occupa
tion into Belgium, when the majority of the Company
were sent home for demobilisation early in 1919. His
name is John Beagley, and, believe me, we had several
natters together of old and trying times, etc. It has been
a real treat to meet up with an old comrade after 43 years.
He is now retired after nearly 38 years with the London
Transport Executive and its forebears, and says that " any
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of the old boys" who
welcomed at his home
Surrey. Unfortunately,
he would be pleased to

may be passing his way will be
at 17, Lindley Road, Godstone,
his health is not of the best, but
see any of his old comrades.

Remembering the " Few "

At the invitation of the Brockley Branch of the
R.A.F. Association, some members of the Bromley and
Catford Branches of The Queen's Own Past and Present
Association took part in their parade at Brockley to
attend the end of Wings Week Service at the Parish
Church of St. Hilda, Crofton Park, S.E.4. Although the
weather was fine and sunny, it is surprising how few
turned out to do homage to The Few. One can only
surmise that the excitement of the flypast of the day
before had not died down, hence the small number at
church. The standards of Brockley R.A.F.A., Royal
Artillery Association, the Lewisham (B.L.) Royal Naval
O.C.A., and Bromley and Catford Branches of The
Queen's Own P. & P. Association were paraded. Harry
Woolnough and Horace Maskell carried the two latter
respectively, whilst Messrs. S. Lucy, A. Ellis, R. F. Wilks,
G. H. Cockell, and Harry and Mrs. Wright were in
attendance. We were joined by a Mr. E. J. Hall, an Old
Contemptible of the R A., who has a grandson in The
Queen's Own, and, last but not least, Mr. E. Hopper, late
The Buffs, who is a potential member of our branch.
After the arrival of the Mayors and Mayoresses of
Deptford and Lewisham Borough Councils and Air Com
modore J. F. Titmas, C.B., C.B.E., J.P., all were welcomed
by the Vicar, the Rev. A. G. Gibson, A.K.C. During the
singing of the hymn " Now thank we all our God," the
standards were solemnly received by him at the altar steps
and placed by his attendants near the altar. The lesson
was read by the Branch President, Mr. D. A. J. Draper,
D.F.C., J.P., followed by the Commemoration, Silent
Remembrance and Last Post. At this juncture the Vicar
recited what might be considered the equivalent of '"The
Exhortation " as used by the British Legion, etc., and then
Reveille. The address given by the Vicar was on the
theme of the " give and take " of life in which he men
tioned "The Few," which was very interesting. During
the last hymn the standards were restored to their respec
tive bearers, and after the Blessing they were dipped during
the singing of the National Anthem.
The salute was taken by Air Commodore J. F. Titmas
on the steps of the War Memorial, accompanied by the
other V.I.P.s and their ladies.
After a short march back to the Roundel Club,
Adelaide Avenue, S.E.4, the parade was dismissed and
the usual tokens of friendship renewed over refreshments.
Mr. Hudson (whom 1 was very pleased to meet again) was
the Parade Marshal. I also met for the first time their
new Secretary, Mr. Norman, and Mr. Ross, the retiring
Secretary.
The parade was led by the band of No. 56 Squadron,
Air Training Corps, who were reinforced by the rest of
the Squadron, Girl Guides of the St. Hilda Group, and
members of the local St. John Ambulance Brigade.
During my wait at the church for the parade to arrive
I met an old 20th County of London man who answers
to the name of S. C. Opie. Our feelings being mutual, he
told me that he had served three times in the Army and
Territorials and was discharged three times with a weak
heart. This seems ironical, as he is still a Serving Brother
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in the S.J.A.B., served as a Special Constable in the Police,
for which he holds their Long Service Medal, and at
present, at nearly 73 years of age, is a conductor of parties
at Westminster Abbey.
Greetings to all Past and Present members.
" Iwuzz Thayre."

raised by members, now called upon the meeting to vote.
The resolution was unanimously adopted. Colonel
Pardington then thanked all members for the interest they
had shown and the support rendered.
On a vote of thanks to the President the meeting was
closed at 2059 hours.
T.L.S

TONBRIDGE & TUNBRIDGE WELLS

T

HE committee meeting for September was fully
attended and the items on the agenda were few owing
to the extraordinary meeting to follow.
The minutes were confirmed and signed by the Chair
man. The Chairman reminded the meeting that the all
branches meeting being held on the 26lh would be the
last gettogether of branches in The Queen's Own, and
he hoped that as many as possible would attend in order
to make the evening a success.
The meeting was informed that a suggested date,
June 30th, 1961, had been put forward for the final
Reunion of The Queen's Own. Jack Breaden, M.B.E.,
pointed out that the 4th/5th Bn. would be in camp on
that date, and after some discussion the alternative dates
of 21st May and 18th June was put forward.
It was agreed that the branch would arrange for a
coach party to see the Ice Show at Brighton. The sug
gested date being 21st January. Members wishing to attend
should inform the Secretary.
There being no other business, the meeting was closed
at 7.55 p.m.
The Extraordinary General Meeting was opened by
our Chairman, Major N. S. C. Elmslie. He said that in
view of the very important discussion about to take place,
he felt sure that the meeting would agree that our Presi
dent, Lt.Colonel G. E. L. Pardington, M.B.E., T.D., be
asked to take the chair. This was heartily approved.
Colonel Pardington, in addressing the meeting, said
that on 29th July the committee had attended a special
meeting to discuss the amalgamation of the Past and
Present Association of The Queen's Own and the Old
Comrades' Association of The Bufis.
I now propose to place before you the findings of
this committee in the form of a proposition by Mr. T.
LatterStapley, which was seconded by Mr. A. Ingram,
which is recorded as follows: —
" That this branch of The Queen's Own Past and
Present Association, being determined to do all in
its power to help forward the amalgamation of our
Regiment with The Bufis, gives its full support to
the formation of an amalgamated Regimental
Association as from the date of the amalgamation
of the two Regiments, and express the wish that
this amalgamated Association be called ' Past and
Present' in preference to ' Old Comrades.' "
At this point the Secretary read a letter from Major
E. H. Sidders regretting his inability to be present. He
said he would like to support any motion which was put
forward in favour of an amalgamated Association, as he
felt sure this was quite the right and proper answer to
the merging of two such famous Regiments.
The President, having cleared up a number of points
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CHATHAM BRANCH

HE October meeting of the Branch was opened at 8 p.m.
by Chairman, S. L. Thompson who welcomed mem
bers present.
Apologies for absence were received from Maj. R. W.
Brothers and Maj. H. M. Smith, M.B.E. A letter was read
from Maj. Smith in which he suggests a special meeting
of members prior to his departure for New Zealand.
Capt. H. Wilkins was unanimously elected Branch
Secretary in lieu of Maj. Smith. The Treasurer's report
was approved and it was decided to organise a Christmas
Draw.
All members will be circulated as to the date of the
special meeting on Maj. Smith's return from holiday.
Our newly elected Secretary's address is: H. Wilkins,
"Hare and Hounds," 340 High Street, Rochester, Kent.
G. Anchors (Branch Correspondent)

B

CATFORD AND DISTRICT
BRANCH

EING away on holiday when the September monthly
meeting was held I cannot report the proceedings, but I
am certain that all went well because the "Affairs of State"
were in good hands.
Sunday, 18th September, the day following my return
home, was the occasion of the Branch's Annual Outing.
The site selected this year was Ramsgate. The weather was
very kind to us and the outing proved to be a great success.
Members, families and friends of the Branch were
"picked up" at various points starting at the Drill Hall,
Penge, the final stage being St. Mildred's Church, Lee,
where "Dick" Pinder and "Clara" were welcomed into
the coach by the Chairman, The Hon. Harry Lake, who
was acting as Master of'Ceremonies in his usual forceful
manner.
The driver of the coach was a very good man and good
progress was maintained, and after a fairly long run, a
"Halt" was called for. Those who went on last year's outing
will remember the fun we enjoyed at one of these Halts,
for the stopping place selected was much more convenient.
This stop was most popular because Mike Leary, our hard
working Treasurer, had laid on a goodly supply of "juice"
which was highly enjoyed and appreciated.
We were soon past Maidstone and Canterbury. Every
one seemed to be enjoying the scenery and the fun usual
on such occasions.
"Sally" dispensed raffle tickets and collected cash to
help to pay for extra expenses. The result of the raffle
brought forth the usual banter, shouts of "Carve up" rang
through the coach especially when the writer "won" the
second prize.
Just after noon we steamed into Ramsgate and parked
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the coach by the harbour, then by general consent most
made their way to the nearest "local" where for half an
hour we sampled the local brew. We had but a few yards
to walk to the restaurant, where a good meal was enjoyed
by all.
After which the party split up, some touring the town,
others made their way to the beach where in deck chairs
they rested, slept, or enjoyed the keen fresh air.
Later a fish tea was quickly done away with, and
shortly afterwards we boarded the coach for the homeward
bound journey feeling very contented. A singsong was
indulged in and later another Halt was made when
more juice was thoroughly enjoyed, as well as some jellied
eels.
Our driver was very clever in making his way through
very difficult traffic and saved very much time.
We arrived at Catford in good time, just in time
for a "final" before going home after a splendid day out
which was thoroughly enjoyed by all. Those who were
responsible for the arrangements deserve a hearty vote of
thanks.
Our next function will be a .Social on 22nd of this
month, which takes the place of the hoped for Theatre
Outing which, unfortunately, could not be arranged in
time.
We are looking forward to a very happy and enjoyable
evening. Well, that is all for this edition, so with every
good wish to all Branches, Associations and Battalions of
our Regiment.
Ravensbourne

11™ BATTALION (LEWISHAM)

T

HE personal items first. We all congratulate Walter
Riggall on his remarriage and we wish him "bon
voyage" on this, his second trip in the matrimonial ship.
We congratulate the Mayor of Plugstreet, George
Branson, on his escape from the entanglements of the lady
librarian. He has not forgotten how to lie "doggo", an
accomplishment he learnt in the days of Ploegsleert and
La Douve. Old Bill Shakespeare had a line appropriate to
the affair . . . "Farewell: thou art too dear for my possess
ing".
Both items go to show there's still life in the Old
Eleventh dogs yet.
Jerry Flintham, Bill Toomer reports, has now cast
away his crutches for sticks and is so far back to normal
as to be expected back at his job by the end of October.
From the good news to the sad. Capt. H. P. (Johnnie)
Johnson died on 22nd September only a short while after
gaining admittance to the Scio Hostel for exOfficers at
Chelsea. Although he was actually a Tenth man, we of
the Eleventh considered him one of us, as indeed, of late
years, he did also. He was a loveable fellow, a staunch
friend, and a true Queen's Own man, and we are all very
sorry at his passing. Our sincere condolences go out to Mrs.
Johnson and his son Tim.
Date to Remember. Saturday, 12th November. Annual
Dinner.
Let's have our usual good muster. It's at the usual
place and we have positive information that draught beer
wilt be available, even if we have to roll the barrel up
there ourselves. Like the solid fuel for our fires, that for

our tummies has gone up in price, so, much as we regret
having to do it, we have to ask you diners for an additional
1/6 this year. Still, it's something which happens only once
a year; therefore, the Committee have no qualms about
the attendance. It means an awful lot of work for a few to
ensure that you enjoy yourselves, so make the effort and
reward them by your presence.
And let not the Remembrance Service at St. Lawrence,
Catford, on the following day slip your memory. While
you're there, what about popping along and having a look
at the Garden of Remembrance, too?
Memorial Window. Arthur Buddell was able only to
give us poor news at the Autumn Committee Meeting. The
Southwark Diocesan Advisory Committee just won't have
the design we put forward. We, in turn, just don't like
the design that their artist sketched out in rough for ours
to work on. Now, at the Committee's request, Arthur is
exploring the possibilities of having our window somewhere
else in the Lewisham locality and we all wish him better
luck this time. The meeting was somewhat astounded to
see the volumes of correspondence and notes that the
scheme so far abortive, has involved.
At long last, Col. Corfe's Medals and Decorations are
in the hands of Maj. Love, the Curator of the Regimental
Museum. Jim Corfe dropped them in to Regimental Head
quarters when on a brief weekend visit from Norway re
cently. Unfortunately there are only minatures of some of
them, but no doubt this will get sorted out in due course
and the numerous and splendid array of them will add to
the already handsome collection there—which, incidentally,
includes those of Tim Hayley.
Finally, we do hope that Paddy Mullen at R.H.Q.
has now got over his eye trouble and will find no difficulty
in checking over the proofs of the October "Buster". Bill
Shakespeare had a line for Paddy too. Perhaps it's appro
priate (at his age) or perhaps not. Here it is:
"O me! what eyes hath love (not Reggie of that ilk)
put in my head
Which have no correspondence with true sight . . .
We meet, chaps, at the Dinner then. The Glorious
Twelfth (of November).
R.O.R.

LONDON BRANCH
/"\UR meeting, held on the 30th September, was very well
^ attended, there being more than 50 members and wives
present, despite one of the wettest days of the autumn.
Luckily, our Q.O.G.s had arrived in the mail on that
morning, at least for those who manage to collect mail
before going to places of employment, as the " Buster"
is always a topic of conversation. I noted that the Editor
had^mentioned cutting down in size of the magazine itself,
but one wonders why it is arriving, as it has for the past
two months, either on the last day of the month or in
the next month. There is doubtless a very good reason.
Too many photographs, perhaps.
I was very sorry to hear of Paddy Mullen being under
the weather. One report infers he is not too bad; another
puts it as more serious. I hope that this very friendly
old scribe is back to health, and October notes will show
him at the old station on his Social column. It's his being
at this helm that gives a lot of us so much " gen " on the
" comings" and " goings" of both past and present
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warriors. So get well soon Paddy, and get hold of that
tiller again.
Often in these notes we get misprinted words. May 1
point out that in practically every case it is the fault of
the writer ? Having to write at speed, and I am not a
very clear copy writer, the words are liable to misreading,
and 1 must say 1 wonder at times how so few errors have
cropped up once the London Branch stulf is in print.
So, all you chaps, and ladies, who read this stuff, please
remember, if you read something which appears a little
odd, either scrub round it, or fix your own interpretation
it is my fault, and not the printer's reader, with whom 1
have every sympathy.
However, having written that much, I cannot see why
" Roddy " Fyler should be Col. A. R. Flyer ! ! Perhaps
someone jested when the promotion and appointments
stulf was written ! We are pleased to hear of the promo
tion, although we know that " Brig" Roddy has been
a "Brig" for quite some time now. Hearty congratula
tions from the London Branch. Roddy Fyler.
The Q.O.G. had quite a lot of interest for us this
month, as we note that " R.J.," son of Col. Pug Durtnell,
has now elevated the latter to the status of grandfather.
This of course does not entitle him to be call the " Grand
father of the London Branch," as we have many older
contestants. Hearty congratulations from the branch to
the young father, however, as he, too, is one of our life
members. We hope Rosanne (what a pretty name !)
Michaele, grows up in the usual tradition of our regiment's
children.
From births to deaths, sometimes a very long cry,
as it is in the case about which I write. Mr. Graham
Jasper Hollands surely must be the famous " Boxer" Hol
lands. Eightyone years old at his death. Funny that
nobody shouid mention he was in the Royal Hospital,
despite for such a short time, or did something slip by
me ? If it is not " Boxer" of course, what J write is
wrong, but the one we knew in the 1st Bn., who came back
from employment on the I.U.L., as we all knew it (Indian
Unattached List), would certainly appear to fit the case.
Whoever wrote that obituary notice certainly knew of
Boxers record. He was, like "Nobby" Esplin, a really
wonderful type of old soldier, respectful to all of us junior
N.C.O.s of the time, and a man in whom one could place
infinite trust. Remember, he came back to the 1st Bn.
after a long period as a N.C.O., having to shed his sergeant's
stripes on return to his substantiative rank. He was among
several friends, there being several very old sweats in
addition to Nobby Esplin in the Bn. at the time. "Boxer"
was practically a legend. His language prowess, his service
with the I.U.L., his return to the Bn. and his wonderful
watch, a present from the I.U.L., were topics for all the
youngsters of that era, and those of us who knew him,
regretted his departure to Civvy Street. He, too, will be
remembered.
Having spoken to several of the branch on the terrific
array of photographs in the September Q.O.G., we have
come to the conclusion that we really don't believe that
soldiers have grandfather ! ! clocks between two army
cots, but we do believe that the R.S.M. and colleagues
arose before Reveille, to don their nice blue uniforms and
sashes to give the boys tea on Sevastopol Day! ! 1 hope
the Clerk of the Works, R.E., wasn't too worried about
the pin ups, although we did note they were of very martial
character, quite different from those that used to be pinned
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on the wall in Poona and Trimulgherry, although I'm con
vinced a lot of these were placed there as bug traps. Shades
of burning out bed irons on Thursday mornings ! !
Harking back to the Depot photographs you may have
noted the preferential treatment ! The R.S.M. poured out
the tea to the boys with mugs — no clock — whilst the
sergeants had trays — mugs and clock — time 0730 hours
— ah ! well — blow that trumpet bugler ! — 0730 hours ! !
No wonder C.S.M. King is chuckling, he's seen a few early
reveilles ! Ail this in the very friendliest spirit; 1 envy each
and every one of them being in the Service, and would
love to be in any of their boots, and I know there's many
like me, despite the constant " look at the pay they get
now — we never had pyjamas — we served six years at a
stretch abroad — etc., etc. ! ! Good luck to each and
every one serving and may the effort at the head of the
P.A.P.A. columns bear fruit. I hope you all digest it.
Any criticisms? Oh yes — you know, I feel sure that
Sgt. R. Chitticks should have been watching his pupil, not
the target !
I seem to remember Cel. Macklin saying
something like that, and " always get your left elbow as
near as possible under the rifle, so as your left hand makes
a nice rest, and a nest, for your rifle to lie in " — that cadet's
hand is too much to the left — must get the figers further
round — no strain on the wrist — but who am I to give
advice — I was never Company Shot — although I did help
to train " Cammo's" army ! Only on P.T., my main
subject.
Lt.Col. Ronnie Mines noted that exCaptain "Black
Jack " Johnson had recently passed away. He was a very
wellknown exranker of the regiment, although, strange
to relate, not in my moments — as 1 do not believe he served
with the 1st Bn. after, at the earliest, 1920. He is not to
be confused with Lt.Col. H. P. Johnstone, the officer with
the blue monocle who, it was said by the lads, wore the glass
to ensure his eagle eye could not be seen by the man at
whom the officer looked.
Peculiar how these names conjure up thoughts of the
olden days. Many contemporaries will know about these
people, and 1 hope you of the branch who know little of
them will forgive my lapses into the past.
Our meeting began a little late. Col. C. S. Durtnell
was with us, Lt.Col. Ronnie Mines, Major " Bodger"
Kemp, our exBand Sergeant, who showed me a photo
graph taken in Jersey with another old Band wallah,
Jimmy Bates, looking in great form. There was news of
Mrs. Fletcher and Mrs. Orchard, both in the Channel
Isles. Apparently, Dick Thatcher, too, is in very good
health. We always like to hear of cur lads in the Islands
and naturally love lo sec them when they get over here in
their holiday periods.
Lt.Col. F. D. E. Pink, our cadets' representative, was
on parade again. What a marvellous bloke this is! He,
of all of us, shows a wonderful spirit.
He is neither
Regular nor T.A.; came to join us because of his link with
the Cadet movement, and, excepting when ill. has been
a constant present member for several years. He has
three times been stricken with coronary thrombosis, but
laughs them off on his return to us with a shrug—" What
is to be will be." We salute you, Lt.Col. F. D. E. Pink,
and trust you will be with us for many years. 1 noted the
Colonel had a beautifully inscribed cigarette case pre
sented by the 1st Bn. Officers, so presume he and Twink
Gwilliam must know each other.
Among our veterans this time was Mr. Haigh, who
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is one of our Kut survivors. Harry Freeman, basking in
the floodlight of his photo with H.R.H. the Duchess of
Kent, was absent this trip, much to Mr. Haig's sorrow.
Here is another example of the best in our old soldiers.
Mr. Haig comes all the way from Laindon Hills in Essex
to the branch meetings, in Central London
no mean
journey for his age and our weather. Arthur Edwards
was with us in very good form, as well as many of our
usual members. We expected Stan Jobson again, but were
told he was extra busy this weekend. His friends Harry
Lofts, John Chalmers, Jack Hunt were all there in case
he arrived.
The special visitor on this occasion was Col. H. N.
Edwards, the Chairman P.A.P.A., who is, of course, our
most senior member, and a very welcome one, too.
There were two new members, one, whom I know
very well, exSgt. "Mush" Goddard, and the other,
Mr. Sid (Lucy), who is now a most youthfullooking 74,
who joined The Queen's Own in 1906 and was badly
wounded in 1916.
Mush Goddard ;was a very well known character
with the 1st Battalion. Short, stocky, swarthy, with always
a pipe of some description between his teeth. He looked
little changed from the prewar M.T. corporal 1 knew. He
told me thai in those days we all )knew so little ;of
Mechanical Transport (we'd just arrived from India where
we had left our mules) that he used to organise competi
tions with prizes for the drivers who could find most grease
nipples under and on their vehicles! !
Both new members received our usual very hearty wel
come. Other visitors to the Branch included both Mr.
Watkins, oftimes called "Blondy" in the olden days when
he had hair, and his son Roy, now Bandmaster of the 1st
Battalion band. Both the Mrs. Watkins were on parade
and I feel sure all had a very enjoyable time. I know there
were people present whom the elder Watkins was very
surprised to see, but as we will always glory in the Branch,
you'il always see somebody you know at our Branch.
We were short cf Percy Hallctt this month, but in
addition to Chairman Len Remfry, Tom Briddock was back
again and we had two sets of minutes to pass and Len
Remfry was made to work overtime before the meeting
scribbling the minutes in time for the occasion. Well done
Len.
Both sets of minutes were passed and read, and Len
proceeded to welcome our P.A.P.A. Chairman, the new
members and the visitors, followed by the correspondence.
For the first time in months the amalgamation wasn't even
mentioned and we got on to the Branch match with Brom
ley, which by now will have taken place.
All being well we should have 20 cdd people there
on the 15th October and a good allround set cf games
players. We have detailed the committee to set off the sum
of £10 and hope that all who assented will turn up. Robert
Wilks, Alf Ellis. Bob Milton and Sid Lucy, all Bromley
members, were at cur meeting—in their capacity as Lon
don members of course, but watching on behall ol Brom
ley. We look forward to a very good evening.
The Depot had once again requested the Branch to
represent the Battalion at the Naval Trafalgar Day cele
bration, and once more Messrs. Harry Edwards and Robeit
Wilks agreed tc do this.
The Branch business was soon passed over and it was
very nice to see so many ladies as well as the men taking

such interest. We had expected to see Mrs. German at the
meeting but plans must have misfired. In addition to the
ladies above mentioned there were Mesdames Cox,
Wallace, Bruce, Johnson, Donaldson and Buckle also pre
sent.
Mentioning the last named reminds me that Tom
Buckle, who now runs a very large hotel at Richmond.
Surrey, has placed this at our disposal free should we wish
to run a dinner or a dinnerdance at any time. A most
generous offer. Tom is a most likeable chap, stands about
six feet, two inches and a great swimmer in his day.
Whether or not we take him up on his offer is another
matter. We have had little encouragement from our pre
vious experiences in these matters. We love to come out
monthly and see each ether, but whereas other Branches
seem to have success with a dinner twice a year, we seldom
succeed in that sphere. It is a moot point and I do not
suppose it will ever be resolved.
1 was pleased to hear from an office colleague, George
Manning, that Bogie Childs attended the Kent Cyciists
Dinner at Canterbury a few weeks ago with his son, whom
it will be remembered became a branch member a few
months ago. Bogie wasn't well enough to make his usual
speech but we of the Branch were extremely pleased to hear
he was well enough to go. We all trust that he will soon
be able to pay us a visit and we all wish him very well and
a speedy recovery.
I regret that I was unable to attend the gettogether on
24th September but those who attended from the branch
tell me that the attendance was again meagre despite the
wonderful show that the O.C. Depot had put on for the
entertainment of Past and Present members. It seems a
great pity that this function, which should bring along so
many to a really intimate reunion seems to worsen each
year in attendance.
So much for September, 1960. At the bar were two
other people who were well known to ex1st Battalion of
193135—exS/Sgt. George and Mrs. Heath—sister of Elsie
Johnson, about whom I wrote last month. George was in
very good form and spent the last halfhour, 10.3011 p.m.,
together with Trefor Thomas, self and wife, Lillian
Wallace and Elsie Johnson yarning over Bangalore days.
I had quite a natter earlier on to Dick Forrester and
Fishy Parker who was bemoaning the fact that Bandy
Waller wasn't on parade.
Dan Elliot, Mrs. Lardner, still can't keep away, Mush
Goddard were all in animated conversation at quite a
latish hour, and Jack Teare, Charles Lewis with Joe Banks
were debating the Bromley visit, the first named and his
wife having to a first house show that evening with friends
they hope to bring.
It was with regret that I learned of the death of one of
the best soccer centre forwards the 1st Battalion ever had
between the wars, Mr. "Tubby" McCall. Although not a
branch member we trust that his widow, if in need, will
be befriended by the Regiment. "Tubby" was a wonderful
little player. Could outjump most centrehalves with his
beautiful sense of timing and scored many goals in com
petitive football for his company and Battalion, with his
headwork, in addition to being able to shoot with terrific
accuracy with either foot. A most likeable man with a
wonderful sense of humour, we deeply regret his departure
and send our deepest sympathy to his relatives.
The Spider
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The object of this Association is to foster esprit de corps, to help members keep in touch with one another, a n d to assist those in
distress. The Association is affiliated to the British Legion.
Past and

Present Association Badges are available at a cost of 3/ to Life

Members.

All communications should be addressed to the Hon. Secretary, Past and Present Association, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone, Kent.
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THE SIR OSWALD STOLL FOUNDATION
FULHAM, LONDON
This Foundation consists of a block of 138 flats in
which men disabled on duty with the following services:—
The Navy (including Merchant Navy), the Army and
the Royal Air Force;
The Railway, Postal, Municipal and Police Services
can live with their families at very low rents, and receive
in their homes or in the Foundation's clinic, the treatment
they need. This is prescribed by the Foundation's own
visiting doctor and carried out by a fully qualified nursing
and physiotherapy staff. A board of honorary physicians
and surgeons can also be consulted when specialist advice
is required.
Those whose recovery enables them to work, either in
their homes or by going out to work may be granted per
mission to continue to live in the Foundation. Motor
chairs, and in some cases, motor cars, are obtained from
the National Health Service for the extremely disabled to
enable them to get about. Allowances for running costs are
obtained and garages on the spot are available.
Not only is the work of the Foundation valuable to
the men themselves, but it reduces to no mean extent the
burden carried by their wives.

of the Regiment who were fortunate to know these grand
soldiers.
The Curator is most grateful to the following kind
people for their gifts to the Regimental Museum:
J. M. B. Corfe, Esq., Oslo: Honours, decorations rand
medals of his late father, Lt.Col. A. C. Corfe, D.S.O.,
2 bars; Queen's South Africa; King's South Africa;
1915 Star; General Service Medal; Victory Medal with
Palms; Royal Order of the Phoenix (Greece); Order of
Civil Merit, 2nd Class (Bulgaria); French Croix de
Guerre with Palms.
Lt. R. H. Whitty: Decorations and medals of his late
father. Lt. Col. J. H. H. Whitty, D.S.O., M.C. Palestine
Medal with Palms; 193945 Star; Africa Star; Italy
Star; Defence Medal; War Medal with Palms.
Miss B. Goldsmith, Surrey: Medals of W.O.11 C. L. Stace,
R.W.K. 1915 Star; General Service Medal; Victory
Medal; Afghan Medal; L.S.G.C. Medal; Defence
Medal.
Lt. Col. O. M. Fry, M.C.: Fylers History of the 50th; 2
medals. Queen's South Africa, 3 bars. King's South
Africa, 2 bars; Photograph Col. Cliffe Richmond, 50th
Regiment.
Mr. L. Watkins, per B/M Watkins: Regimental cap badge,
made by C.S.M. Watkins during P.O.W. 193945 war.
R.L., Curator.
£a>iil.Winilli:Blli:B!IK:Biii. B E Himillditei m\\ BillLBi'U'BilliBilliBllilBlBill
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Faith Street, Maidstone

HE Regimental Museum, now quite at home in its
new surroundings, is a great success as the attendance
figures show:
June
5,158
July
6,795
August
8,556
September 6,332
Total 26,841
However, now the holiday season is over a drop in attend
ances is expected.
We have had many visitors from far away places,
Canada, America, Japan, Africa, New Zealand.
Conversation with our New Zealand visitors was most
interesting, not only did they know our great friend the
late Major General Sir Howard Kippenberger, K.B.E. C.B..
D.S.O., they also watched the Canterbury Regiment cele
brate the Centenary Parade, and the presentation of the
Silver Bugle from all ranks, "The Queen's Own." As our
readers can well imagine they left the museum with a copy
of the Q.O.G., a Regimental short history, and messages
of goodwill to our friends in New Zealand.
Several new exhibits have been presented to the
museum. The decorations and medals of the late Lt.Col.
A. C. Corfe, 11th Lewisham Bn. are really outstanding,
D.S.O., 2 bars; 3 foreign decorations, etc., also the decora
tions and medals of the late Lt.Col. John Whitty. D.S.O.,
M.C.
Both collections will be greatly admired by all members
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BY APPOINTMENT TO HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN

QUEENS ROYAL WEST KENT REGT.

GOLDSMITHS & CROWN JEWELLERS,

9 ct. gold and enamel

GARRARD & CO. LTD., LONDON

Heme £14.0.0

Export £12.5.0

A fine piece of jewellery, artistically
designed, makes a charming gilt.
Produced by the house of Garrard
in gold and enamel, a badge brooch
can be a token of lasting value.
Designs and estimates for gem set
HOME COUNTIES BRIGADE

9 ct. gold and enamel

Home L10.10.0

Export £9.5.0

brooches are supplied free at
your request. Please address all
enquiries to the military department.

The Regimental and Brigade Badges
GARRARD & CO. LTD.
112 Recent Street  London  W .I

Crown Jeweller
* Telephone: REGENT 3021 (11 lines)
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THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT (50th and 97th)
"Quo Fas et Gloria ducunt." The Sphinx superscribed "Egypt."
The White Horse of Kent with motto " Inviota."
"Vimiera," "Corunna," "Almarez," "Vittoria," "Pyrenees," "Nive,"
"Orthes,"
"Peninsula,"
"Punniar,"
"Moodkee,"
"Ferozeehah,"
"Aliwal,"
"Sobraon,"
"Alma,"
"Inkerman," "Sevastopol," "Lucknow," "New Zealand," "Egypt, 1882,"
"Nile, 188485," "South Africa, 190002," "Afghanistan, 1919."
The Great War—18 Battalions.—" M o n s , " "Le Cateau," "Retreat from Mons," "Marne, 1914," "Aisne, 1914," "La Baasee, 1914,"
"Meseines, 1914, '17," "Ypres, 1914, '15, '17, '18," "Hill 60," "Gravenstafel," "St. Julien," "Frezenberg," "Loos,"
"Somme 1916 *18" "Albert, 1916, '18," "Bazentin," "Delville
Wood,"
"Foziers,"
"Guillemont,"
"FlersCourcelette,"
"Morval"Thiepval," "Le Transloy," "Ancre Heights," "Ancre, 1916, '18," "Arras, 1917, '18," "Vimy, 1917," "Scarpe, 1917,"
"Oppy" "Pllcken" "Langemarck, 1917," "Menin Road," "Polygon Wood," "Broodseinde," "Passchendaele," "Cambral,
1917 '18" "St Quentin," "Rosieres," "Avre," "Villers Bretonneux," "Lys," "Hazebrouck," "Kemmel," "Amelns," "Bapume,
1918'" "Hlndenburg Line," "Epehy," "Canal du Nord," "St. Quentin Canal," "Courtrai," "Selle," "Sambre," "France and
Flanders 191418," "Italy, 191718," "Suvla," "Landing at Suvla," "Scimitar Hill," "Gallipoli, 1915," "Rumanl," "Egypt,
191516" "Gaza"' "El Mughar," "Jerusalem," "Jericho," "Tell 'Asur," "Palestine, 191718," "Defence of Kut el Amara,"
 ' S h a r q a t , " "Mesopotamia, 191518."
Second World War—"Defence of The Escaut," "Foret de Nieppe," " N o r t h  W e s t E u r o p e , 1 9 4 0 , " "Alam el Haifa," " E l A l a m e i n , "
"Diebel Ablod " "Dlebel Azzag, 1942," "Oued Zarga," "Djebel Ang," "Medjez Plain," "Longstop Hill, 194'3," "Si Abdallah,' "North
Africa 194243 " "Centuripe," "Monte Rlvoglia." "Sicily, 1943," "Termoll," "San Salvo," "The Sangro," "Romagnoll " "Impos
sible Bridge " "Villa Grande," "Cassino," "Castle Hill," "Liri Valley," "Piedimonte Hill," "Trasimene Line," Arezzo,
Advance
to Florence" "Monte Scalarl," "Casa Fortis," "Rimini Line," "Savlo Bridgehead," "Monte Planoereno," "Monte Spaduro,
"The Senio " "Areenta Gap " "Italy, 194345," "Greece, 194445," "Leros," "Malta, 194042," "North Arakan,
Razabil,
Mayu
Tunnels," "Defence of Kohinia," "Taungtha," "Sittang, 1945," "Burma, 194345."
ColonelinChlef : H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Colonel of the Regiment: MajorGeneral D. E. B. Talbot, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C.
O.C., Regimental Depot, Major I. A. Macmillan.
Allied Regiments of the Canadian Army :
1st Bn., Royal New Brunswick Regiment—ColcnelinChief : H.M. The Queen.
The Essex and Kent Scottish Regiment.
Allied Regiment of the New Zealand Forces :
The Canterbury Regiment.
Regular and Territorial Battalions :
1st. Bn. (50th and 97th Foot)
Moore Barracks, Shorncliffe.
4th/5th Bn. (T.A.)—Tonbridge.
Units of the Army Cadet Force affiliated :
1st A.C.F. Bn., Tonbridge.

"The Queen's Own Gazette" is published monthly.
Subscription :

The rates, payable in advance to the Editor, are as follows :
Ranks, 5/ per annum, post free.

Officers, 9/ per annum, post free; Other

The Editor is always glad to receive articles and items of news suitable for publication, and acknowledges with thanks
photographs reproduced in this journal from the Kent Messenger.

Address MSS to the Editor. The Barracks. Maidstone.
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Names
Trumper, J. M. S. W
Marsh, H. W
Russell, H. C., M.C., D.C.M

Mil. Record Office, Ghana.
H.Q., B.A.O.R.
11 K.A.R.

H.Q. A.F.C.E.
O.C., 1 R.W.K.

Flint, A. J. M., M.B.E.
Gwilliam, D. H., M.B.E.

MAJORS

Int. Centre, Mansfield.
H.Q. Aldershot District.
Range Control, A.A.T.C., Sennelager.
(Lt.Col.) GSO 1 Northag.
GSO Benghazi
War Office.
H.Q. B.A.O.R.
H.Q. B.A.O.R.
Min. of Defence.
4/5 R.W.K.
(T/LtCol.) OC„ 7 Malay
1 R.W.K.
O.C. Depot, R.W.K.
I R.W.K.
BRIXMIS B.A.O.R.
I R.W.K.
I RW.K.
Language Course
I R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
..
DOPT 2 Inf. Div. B.A.O.R.
. . . .G.L.O. R.A.F. Odiham

Bailey, J. D. B
.
Archer, M. G. M., M.C.
Rickcord, M. B
Turner, P. R. H
Dowse, R. K
Waring, H. B . H., M.B.E
Eason, J. A., T.D
Elgood, P. N
Crumplin, W. C. D.
Willis, C. F., M.B.E., T.D
Roper, I. H., M.C. . . .
Scull, D. S
Macmillan, I. A
Woodman, E. G., M.C.
Ambrose, W. G. R. . . .
Blum, D. E
Franklin, A. W
Abplanalp, V. C. ...
Winstanley, R. G
...
Osborne, E. C. S. . . .
Shearburn, S. R. O'R. .
Campbell, D. P. I.

CAPTAINS

Fitzpatrick, J. N
Mannering, L. A
Dinsdale, J. W

P.S.O.
1 R.W.K
H.Q., 2 T.A.F.
LIEUTENANTS

Clinch, M. J
Coles, J. B

Language Course, Aden
1 R.W.K.
2nd

Poulsom, P. A. H.
Schooling, R. F. .
Dawkins, G. A.

LIEUTENANTS

Ghana Army.
1 R.W.K.
R.W.K.
QUARTERMASTER

Cook, E. S., M.B.E.

(Maj.) 6 K.A.R.

4th/5th BATTALION
Honorary Colonel : Lt.Col. G. E. L. Pardington, M.B.E., f.D.
Commanding Officer: Lt.Col. T. C. Coath

CAPTAINS

A.S.P.T., Aldershot.
1 Buffs.
Staff College.
1 R.W.K.
Depot R.W.K.
Home Counties Brigade (Depot P.S.
1 R.W.K.
Staff College.
Mons O.C.S.
Fed. Malaya Mil. Forces.
H Q., 39 Inf. Bde.
Coy. Comds. Course, Sch. of Inf.
Adjt. 1 R.W.K.
1 Mx.

Clarke, C. S. .
Dodson, K. . . .
Fletcher, J. S. .
Goodwin, P. J. .
Norton, J. D. .
Lygo, J. R
Leigh, P. S., M.C
Woolstencroft, D.
Neve, R. W„ M.C
Wood, W. R.
Tarver, C. L.
Newall, M. R. M
Pybus, I. D
Durtnell, R. J.

LIEUTENANTS

Taylor, E. A
Butler, C. D. B
Langhorne, J
Hiscock, P
Cleaver, G. F
Smith, M. J
Champion, C. G
Pearce, N. C
Bateman, G. B
Holman, J. C
Whitty, R. H

A.D.C., G.O.C., E. Anglian Dist.
(T/Capt.) Adjt. Depot, R.W.K.
H.Q. 16 Indep. Para. Bde.
1 R.W.K.
(T/Capt.) 1 R.W.K.
I R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
Depot Holdee, Sch. of Inf.
I R.W.K.
Depot R.W.K.

SecondinCommand: Major F. S. Bobby

MAJORS

Large, J. L.
Pennells, H. D. A.
CalverJones, J.

Innes, C. A.
Ogilvie, J. B.

CAPTAINS

Duggan, H. R.
Robson, T. J. R.
Clemence, M. J.
Watson, K. E.
Stacey, O.

George, P. M. J.
Nyren, M. V.
MorieyJacob, P. J.
Fraser, C. G.

LIEUTENANTS

Young, R. N
MacLachlan, S.
Gregory, M. K.
Cyster, P. L.
Sutton, J. D.
Parslow, 1. P.
Berrell, G. K

Tizard, L. A. S.
Finnis, S. R.
Clifford, J. F.
Gibbs, W. J.
Valpy, P. F.
Blunt, P. S.
Taylor, M. S.

2nd LIEUTENANTS

Smith, M. J.

Cyster, R. J.
ATTACHED

Maj. J. A. Barlas, R.A.M.C.
2nd

1

Pearson, C. J.

R.W.K.

QUARTERMASTERS

Slephens, S. V
Grubb J. E., M.B.E
Hoggart, E. J W
Simpson, G. V., M.B.E

Lt. R. P. Gilbert, R.A.P.C.

LIEUTENANTS

.

(Capt.) Depot, R.W.K.
T/Capt.
Nottingham University O.T.C.
( L t . ) V R.W.K.
(Lt.) Ghana Army

NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICERS
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.

S.
R.
R.
P.

E. Congingham
D. Wallace
A. Crane
G. Birch

Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.

R. C. Robertson
P. J. S. Furneaux
R. W. SheltonAgar
W. G. Leckie

REGULAR OFFICERS —PERMANENT STAFF

Mai. C. F. Willis, M.B.E., T.D.
Trg. Ma:or and Adjt.
Maj. H. R. Gill (Queen's Surrey) Quartermaster
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Tutorial

W

E regret that some copies of the October issue of The
Queen's Own Gazette were incomplete, in so far as
our printers failed to include the Editorial Notes, Social and
Personal, Births, Marriages and Deaths, Letters to the
Editor and Promotions and Appointments, also the Past
and Present contributions.
If any reader is in possession of a copy of the Q.O.G.
lacking these items, we will, on notification, supply a com
plete copy.
Regimental Christinas Cards
We can still provide a number of this year's Christmas
Cards, but the quantity is limited, so intending purchasers
are requested to apply at once to:
The Editor,
The Queen's Own Gazette,
Regimental Headquarters,
The Barracks,
Maidstone.
Price per card lOd. post free. Cash should accompany
all orders.

Diaries
A few Regimental Diaries are still available at Regi
mental Headquarters.
Leather Bound at

6/2

Plexide Bound at
5/
Refills at
3/1
There are no crested wallets left, but they can be ob
tained as a special order, but will not be available until the
middle of January.
Regimental Car Badges
A further consignment of Regimental Car Badges has
been received from the manufacturers and may be obtained
from the Editor. Price 25/ if collected, and 26/9 if des
patched by post.
As already pointed out Regimental Car Badges make
very suitable Christmas gifts.

Social and Personal
As this is the last issue of the Q.O.G. which will reach
our readers overseas before Christmas, we take the liberty,
on behalf of all ranks of The Queen's Own, Past and
Present, now at home or in home stations, of wishing each
and every one of you a Happy Christmas and a Prosperous
New Year.
*

*

*

*

The same good wishes are extended to all ranks of our

affiliated regiments in New Zealand and Canada, and also
to our Cadet Battalion.
*

*

*

*

A Regimental Council Meeting took place in Barracks
on Friday, 4th November. The Colonel of the Regiment,
looking much better after his illness, was in the chair.
lt took no mean effort to be present at the meeting
as all the main roads into Maidstone were awash. One
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member on his arrival was whistling the Eton Boating
Song as he splashed his way to the Council Room.
*

*

*

*

The Deputy Commander Home Counties District
carried out the annual administrative inspection of the
Depot on Monday, 7th November. Personally I wasn't much
involved, but I should like to congratulate Bandmaster
Watkins and his band for the music, which was audible in
R.H.Q., especially for the " Toledo Troop " which reminded
me of days of yore and had the effect of straightening my
hump.
Sounded much better to my failing hearing than
modern hot chacha. Good for you bandmaster!
*

*

*

*

We offer our heartiest congratulations to Major H. B.
H. (Blick) Waring, at present serving as G.S.O. 2, at the
War Office, who is to assume command of The Queen's
Own Buffs, The Royal Kent Regiment, and will be granted
the rank of T/Lt.Col. on 2nd February, 1962.
Adverting to Social and Personal notes in the October
issue of the Q.O.G.—he is in keeping with the other male
members of his family.
*

#

*

*

We offer our congratulations to Noreen, daughter of
Lt.Col. Craven, who is employed at the Foreign Office in
the Trucial Oman area and who is enjoying life there, and
also to Lt.Col. Craven's youngest son, who is in Malaya and
hopes to take part in an expedition through 150 miles of
jungle in North Borneo. Good luck to them both!
*

*

*

*

We offer our apologies to Colonel (Tony) Martyn,
whose name was spelled erroneously in last month's Q.O.G.
owing to a printer's error which was not detected during
the proof reading.
*
*
#
*
The following is the detail of a newspaper cutting:
" MajorGeneral D. E. B. Talbot, commanding the 54th
Infantry Training Division is to be Deputy Commander,
British Army of the Rhine, and Commander British Army
Group Troops. He succeeds MajorGeneral A. E. Brockle
hurst."
(In order to allay any misconception, the appointment
will not take place until March, 1961.)
We wish the Colonel of the Regiment every success in
his forthcoming appointment.
*

*

*

*

Major (Taney) Leigh, who lives almost on our door
step and is a sporadic visitor, informs us that he recently
met an old exmember of the Regiment, by name Mr.
Stewart, in Broadstairs, who served in the 2nd Battalion in
Messopotamia.
According to Major Leigh the pleasure of meeting an
old warrior of those days was mutual. (I have a photo of
Mr. Stewart, which is unsuitable for publication, beside me
which portrays a very youthful figure in uniform with his
bayonet worn in the manner of a butcher's knife—other
wise quite smart.)
*

*

*

*

The visitors' book doesn't offer much scope for com
ment this month owing to lack of signatures, the following
however, signed:
Lt. G. B. Bateman—a well known member of the
Depot Permanent Staff—who has gone to the School of

Infantry, Hythe; Lt. Col. D. H. Andrews, Lt. Col. L.
F. W. Jackson. Lt. Col. R. Butler and Major A. G. Blake—
social visitors; Major W. C. D. Crumplin, Lt. Col. H. D.
Chaplin, Lt. Col. G. E. L. Pardington, Lt. Col. T. C. Coath,
and L. W. Dawson, Esq., all of whom attended the Regi
mental Council Meeting.
T.P.M.


BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AND DEATHS
BIRTHS
CHEESEMAN
A daughter, Denise Rosemary Ann, born at Helena
Hospital Shorncliffe on 28th August, 1960.
ARNOTT
A daughter. Susan Grace, born at Plumstead on 30th
September, I960.

MARRIAGES

ROBINSROLFE
Pte. Robins 1st Bn. The Queen's Own to Eleanor May
Rolfe at Gillingham Parish Church on 24th September,
1960.
LEWISPICTON
L/Cpl. Lewis 1st Bn. The Queen's Own to Maureen
Picton at Mion Methodist Chapel, Rhonnda. on 8th Octo
ber, 1960.

DEATHS

WHITE
On Sunday, 22nd October, 1960, suddenly, Jeffrey
White, of 3, Hillcrest Close, Beckenham.
He enlisted as a Territorial at the outbreak of the
First World War, volunteered (for overseas service. He
served with the Regiment in India.


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Dear friends of The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regi
ment Past and Present Association.
It has been suggested that an appeal be made for our
old age pensioners in the way of old clothes, it is realised
by all of us that any cast off clothing we have could be
a blessing to one of our old people during the winter
months.
Of course, the problem to many of us is how to get
them to the old people. If you write to me I will collect
them or if you wish to send them by post you can be sure
that they will go to someone in need of them. My address
being:
Mr. Timber Marchant,
1, Roydon Street,
Battersea,
London, S.W.I 1.
We are all hoping that a success can be made of a
worthy cause and I think I can thank you all in anticipation
to show how confident I am of this cause.
Timber Marchant,

Welfare Officer,
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Dear Editor,
My most profound apologies for neglecting to keep all
my old friends of the Regiment informed of my activities,
etc., with the near approach of my own retirement from
Malaya, I often try and memorise all those with whom 1
had the honour to serve, in those now far away days of the
early 1920's, in Ballykinlar. Woking, Guernsey, etc.
I do of course particularly remember among the officers
of my time the following gentlemen, Chaplin, Riddell,
Western, Lock, Whitty, and of course our most respected
Lt.General Sir William Oliver, who was Adjutant of the
2nd Bn. during my time, and whom I had the pleasure of
meeting while I was O.C. Signals Wing, Federal Police
Depot, Kuala Lumpur.
Yes indeed, many is the time when I look back with
nostalgic thoughts to the days on the " square" when
it was a case of off with the pullovers in the middle of
Winter, whilst undergoing a thorough going over in drill,
under the eagle eye of Mr. Coe and later Mr. Johnson. I
wonder if they are still around, together with Walters,
Dyson, and others of that wonderful soccer team we had in
those days, and among my old Signals Section chums,
Thatcher, Jode, Balcombe, Chapman, Hallett, Webb; I wish
I could remember all their names. When I was young and
often read of the adventures told by our older comrades in
the " Gazette," 1 often used to think what it was that bound
them to the Regiment. Now, of course, I can better under
stand what espirit de corps really means, and in my own
little way 1 have always tried to follow what 1 was taught
whilst serving in the Regiment, and I am pleased to say, as a
result, I have contributed to the good name of the " Queen's
Own " during a long and honoured career in the Colonial
Police Force.
I would like my many friends to share my happiness,
now that I have been honoured to receive the Ahli Mangku
Negara in The Distinguished Order of Pangku Negara for
meritorious service in Malaya, together with the Colonial
Police Medal. Their friendship, good fellowship, integrity
and cheerfulness in those faraway days helped me consider
ably in my later career to adopt a way of life which has
given me a wonderful and exhilarating experience, through
service under a variety of conditions tough and smooth.
I shall be retiring to the United Kingdom, and will be
taking up residence in Bournemouth in June, 1961. Pos
sibly I might be in time for the 1961 Reunion; that is a
definite " must." It is a very pleasureable thought that I
might well be seeing many of my old friends on that
occasion.
My most sincere and kind regards to all present and
past members of the " Queen's Own", wherever they may
be, and every success to all things connected with our
Regiment.
Very sincerely,
GEOFFREY SIMPSON.

PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS
Extracts from London Gazette Supplements
REGULAR ARMY
S.S.R.C.
2/Lt. J. E. Gerelli (459761) to be Lt. 9th October, 1960.
2/Lt. Ian William Jackson (466362) from Regular Army
National Service List to be 2/Lt. 12th September, 1960,

with seniority 13th August, 1960. For service with the
Ghana Army.
2/Lt. J. Martindale (464387) relinquishes his commission
7th September, 1960.
National Service List
23755990 Cadet Ian William Jackson (466362) to be 2/Lt.
13th August, 1960.
Regular Army Reserve of Officers
(Class III)
Lt. W. F. Ward (445492) from A. E. Reserve of Offi
cers, National Service List, to be Lt. 14th October,
I960, retaining his present seniority.
TERRITORIAL ARMY
Major T. C. Coath (130151) to be Lt. Col. 1st October, 1960.
Captain J. H. Ashton (352895) is placed on the Unattached
List 8th September, 1960.

CONTEMPORARIES
The Editor acknowledges with thanks receipt of the
following Regimental Journals and Magazines: The Dragon;
The R.A.O.C. Journal; St. George's Gazette; British Legion
Journal; Empire.

S

THE ROYAL MERCHANT NAVY
SCHOOL

INCE the beginning of 1960 the Royal Merchant Navy
School, Bear Wood, Wokingham, has been open to
sons of serving members of the Armed Forces, and already
many such boys have joined the school, which previously
had been available only to children whose parents were
serving or had served in the Merchant Navy or in certain
closely associated auxiliaries.
Since 1921 the Royal Merchant Navy School, founded
in 1827, has occupied the Mansion and Park known as Bear
Wood in Berkshire, 3 miles from Wokingham and 6 from
Reading.
The School, hitherto coeducational, has always had
many more boys than girls. The Governors have recently
decided that no further girls are to be accepted, and that
when the present girl pupils have left, in about 3 years, the
School shall be solely for boys.
Boys enter usually between the ages of 11 and 13 and
remain at least until the age of 16, those suitable L,r
Advanced Level work remaining until 18. The School is
recognised as efficient by the Ministry of Education.
The School complement is 240 boys (though it is hoped
to increase this to 300), and there are courses suitable for
pupils of all levels of ability.
The grounds—nearly 500 acres in extent—include a
47acre lake—used for bathing and boating—and a farm
which supplies fresh eggs and Jersey milk.
The pupils' and staff living accommodation is in the
Mansion, to which new classrooms, and wellequipped
laboratories and workshop have been added since 1948.
The School has its own Chapel (C. of E.), and a large
Gymnasium, a Tuckshop, the Nuffield Sanatorium (1954)
and extensive playing fields.
The fees to sons of serving members of the Armed
Forces are £270 per annum. Service Grants are available.
For further information apply Headmaster.
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THE SIR OSWALD STOLL FOUNDATION
FULHAM, LONDON
This Foundation consists of a block of 138 flats in
which men disabled on duty with the following services:—
The Navy (including Merchant Navy), the Army and
the Royal Air Force;
The Railway, Postal, Municipal and Police Services
can live with their families at very low rents, and receive
in their homes or in the Foundation's clinic, the treatment
they need. This is prescribed by the Foundation's own
visiting doctor and carried out by a fully qualified nursing
and physiotherapy staff. A board of honorary physicians
and surgeons can also be consulted when specialist advice
is required.
Those whose recovery enables them to work, either in
their homes or by going out to work may be granted per
mission to continue to live in the Foundation. Motor
chairs, and in some cases, motor cars, are obtained from
the National Health Service for the extremely disabled to
enable them to get about. Allowances for running costs are
obtained and garages on the spot are available.
Not only is the work of the Foundation valuable to
the men themselves, but it reduces to no mean extent the
burden carried by their wives.

of the Regiment who were fortunate to know these grand
soldiers.
The Curator is most grateful to the following kind
people for their gifts to the Regimental Museum:
J. M. B. Corfe, Esq., Oslo: Honours, decorations and
medals of his late father, Lt.Col. A. C. Corfe, D.S.O.,
2 bars; Queen's South Africa; King's South Africa;
1915 Star; General Service Medal; Victory Medal with
Palms; Royal Order of the Phoenix (Greece); Order of
Civil Merit, 2nd Class (Bulgaria); French Croix de
Guerre with Palms.
Lt. R. H. Whitty: Decorations and medals of his late
father. Lt. Col. J. H. H. Whitty, D.S.O., M.C. Palestine
Medal with Palms; 193945 Star; Africa Star; Italy
Star; Defence Medal; War Medal with Palms.
Miss B. Goldsmith, Surrey: Medals of W.O.II C. L. Stace,
R.W.K. 1915 Star; General Service Medal; Victory
Medal; Afghan Medal; L.S.G.C. Medal; Defence
Medal.
Lt. Col. O. M. Fry, M.C.: Fylers History of the 50th; 2
medals, Queen's South Africa, 3 bars. King's South
Africa, 2 bars; Photograph Col. Cliffe Richmond, 50th
Regiment.
Mr. L. Watkins, per B/M Watkins: Regimental cap badge,
made by C.S.M. Watkins during P.O.W. 193945 war.
R.L., Curator.
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NOTES FROM
THE REGIMENTAL MUSEUM

r

m

a

Faith Street, Maidstone

HE Regimental Museum, now quite at home in its
new surroundings, is a great success as the attendance
figures show:
June
5,158
July
6,795
August
8,556
September 6,332

a

Total 26,841
However, now the holiday season is over a drop in attend
ances is expected.
We have had many visitors from far away places,
Canada, America, Japan, Africa, New Zealand.
Conversation with our New Zealand visitors was most
interesting, not only did they know our great friend the
late Major General Sir Howard Kippenberger, K.B.E. C.B.,
D.S.O., they also watched the Canterbury Regiment cele
brate the Centenary Parade, and the presentation of the
Silver Bugle from all ranks, " The Queen's Own." As our
readers can well imagine they left the museum with a copy
of the Q.O.G., a Regimental short history, and messages
of goodwill to our friends in New Zealand.
Several new exhibits have been presented to the
museum. The decorations and medals of the late Lt.Col.
A. C. Corfe, 11th Lewisham Bn. are really outstanding,
D.S.O., 2 bars; 3 foreign decorations, etc.. also the decora
tions and medals of the late Lt.Col. John Whitty, D.S.O.,
M.C.
Both collections will be greatly admired by all members
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News

from

1st B A T T A L I O N

O

UR training period at
Stanford ended on a high
note with two exercises—
"Jump Ahead" and "New
Year."
"Jump Ahead" lasted for
two days, and the Battalion
acted as enemy to 1st Bn. The
Gloucestershire Regi m e n t ,
our neighbours in Dover, and
we hope we gave them a run
for their money.
In exercise "New Year"
we acted as enemy to 19th
Infantry Brigade Group which
included the 1st Bn. The
Queen's Surreys, 1st Bn. The
Staffordshire Regiment and
1st Bn. K.S.L.I., commanded
by Brigadier D. W. Jackson.
During the first three days we carried out rearguard
actions to hold up the Brigade's advance from the Wash
towards Colchester. Then followed three days of Internal
Security operations, during which " A " and " S.P." Com
panies provided patrols, ambush and sabotage parties and
manned "Civilian" vehicles attempting to run arms, am
munition and documents through occupied territory.
" C " and "D" Companies populated the villages of
Stanford and Tottington in the guise of Middle Eastern
peasants under the inspired leadership of the Mukhtars,
Majors Tony Franklin and Geoff Winstanley. This sus
tained masquerade called for and obtained from everyone
concerned no little histronic ability, sleight of hand and
perseverance. Patrols and road block guards were' needled,
chivvied and pilfered in the most realistic style: barricades
were set up, hostile demonstrations staged, funerals held
of natives crudely butchered by the brutal British. From
our point of view the climax was a frighteningly genuine
political rally culminating in the burning of an effigy of the
Brigadier and a fullscale riot which was dispersed by The
Queen's Surreys.
This phase of the exercise ended with the cordon and
search of the two villages, in the course of which the
" villagers " were rounded up into " cages," disarmed and
screened.
In the next phase the Battalion carried out a quite
startling " armoured " counterattack, mounted in 3 tonners,
and followed this with more rearguard actions to delay

Battalions :
the Brigade's rivercrossing operations and further advance
southwards.
This was a very strenuous and varied week's work,
but most of us enjoyed it enormously and also learned a
lot from it. All ranks are to be congratulated on their willing
and enthusiastic efforts; not least the " prisoners of war"
who were offered up at intervals throughout the exercise
and subjected to detailed interrogation. Both sides are also
to be congratulated on their good humour in a number of
tricky incidents.
And so, return to Shorncliffe and the equally important
if less exciting work of tidying up and sorting ourselves out
in preparation for our annual inspection.
Only a week after our return, we entered a team under
Mr. Peter Hiscock in the Army Safe Driving Competition—
a 1,700 mile circuit of the country, involving map reading,
timed sections, road courtesy checks and so on. Full results
are not yet available, but we won the Eastern Command
Trophy. The remainder of the team consisted of: Sgt. A.
Ticehurst, Cpl. F. Potts, L/Cpl. D. Mahoney, L/Cpl. W.
Moore, Pte. R. Mummery, Pte. P. McCulloch, Pte. R.
Mowll, Cfn. R. Peters.
Pte. Mummery was the Battalion's representative in
the Army Motor Cycle Trials, in September, and rode
splendidly to finish 17th.
Pt. Logan, now posted to Hong Kong, had a painting
on display in the Army Art Society's Exhibition.
Congratulations to Hugh Nisbett, R.A.E.C., on obtain
ing a Regular Commission. We are glad that he is to remain
as our Education Officer.
We also congratulate Mr. Peter Hiscock on gaining his
B.Sc. after his course at the Royal Military College of
Science.
Captain Ian Pybus now occupies the Adjutant's chair
in place of Captain Mike Newall who, after two very long
years, is now directing his energy towards the problems of
a Company Commanders Course at the School of Infantry.
We welcome Mr. Eric Hoggart back after an operation
and hope he will soon be thoroughly fit again.
Mr. George Simpson has our very sincere congratula
tions on being appointed to a Short Service Commission as
Quartermaster. Unfortunately for us he is being posted at
once to Ghana, where we wish him and Mrs. Simpson an
enjoyable tour of duty.
Mr. Simpson's trouble has fallen on the deserving
shoulders of R.Q.M.S. Palmer, and when we wish him " the
best of luck " in his new appointment, we mean it!
O.R.Q.M.S. Marshall has taken the plunge and accep
ted the golden bowler, although he claims it is no more
than gilt. We hope that he and Mrs. Marshall will meet with
success in their new occupation. Sgt. Wilson now rules the
Orderly Room.
We say goodbye too to C/Sgt. Vine on posting to

Lambert & Wzston, Fo'kestone

The ColonelinChief with the Warrant Officers and Sergeants, 1st Battalion.
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Shoeburyness, Sgt. H. Vale to Nee Soon, Singapore, and
Sgt. Laming to the All Arms Junior Leaders Regiment,
Tonfanau.
The ranks of the Warrant Officers and Sergeants Mess
are beginning to thin out and as a result of this and a
reduction in strength, " D " Company has had to be split
up between " A " and " C " Companies.
In addition to our administrative preparations, we have
a number of other occupations on hand. Our various sports
teams are in training and a novices boxing competition will
take place shortly. A Composite Company goes to train
at the Army School of Civil Defence at Millom. A group,
under Sgt. Kemp, is in London helping the Army Postal
Depot with the Christmas mail. Another party goes on a
visit to Portugal to help run a camp for the R.M.A. Sand
hurst.
By the time next month's notes come to be written,
we shall have welcomed home to Shorncliffe 1st Bn. The
Buffs who are due to sail into Folkestone Harbour on 21st
November. Our long discussion about amalgamation will
then begin to be translated into action.

"A" COMPANY
You will read elsewhere in these notes that certain
ether companies dressed up and behaved in an outrageous
manner whilst on training at Stanford. Well, 'A' Company
did not. We conducted ourselves as befits a rifle company
and spent the time harassing the enemy and defending
that which had to be defended, all very proper.
We had our moments, though. There was 'A' Com
pany supported by three troops of tanks (represented by
three tonners marked with a blue cross) verses the Queen's
Surrey Regiment and the 1st Battalion the Staffordshire
Regiment who were trying to break out from their bridge
head. having crossed the river. What a night and morning
that was. We only took three tanks with us at night; the
plan was that the others would turn up at dawn. Turn up
they did. By then we had been surrounded and the enemy
welcomed the arrival cf our tanks and gave the drivers the
choice cf driving for them or marching five miles as
prisoners. So into cur lines they came with guns blazing.
What could the umpires do? They might have been a bit
more generous about our early morning tea which the
enemy treated as spoils of war.
Later that morning the company commander, on a
visit to 3 Platoon, saw a wonderful concentration of enemy
about 200 yards away. "Why aren't you firing at them?"
"No ammunition, Sir."
"Who are these men?"
"Prisoners, Sir."
"Borrow some from them."
With a minimum of resistance, for the target was from
another Battalion in the enemy brigade, we replenished our
supply and scored one last success before we were overrun.
And now Maj. Blum has left to command 'D' Com
pany which has disbanded, and Maj. Winstanley who dis
banded it has come to command us, bringing with him 10
Platoon which has now become 2 Platoon. Complicated
isn't it?
1 Platoon
This month we deal with the end of Stanford and our
return to Shorncliffe. The last two weeks at Stanford were
spent in acting as enemy to 1 Bn. The Gloucesters and then
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to 19 Brigade. We came back from a mid training break,
and everybody got back safely, even Pte. Hendley who had
got half way on his preNapoleonic motor bike and had
had to hitch hike the rest of the way. As soon as we were
back we hurried off to dig in on top of a hill to wait for the
Gloucesters.
Having dug in, we waited for them to come in the
night. We put trip flares all around us and Pte. Rose got
his 2 inch flares piled up ready to use. Suddenly they came,
in a long line, and the forward Section, under Cpl. Garrood.
had a fine time as they got them sideways on and Pte.
Humphries got his Bren gun in action in record time and
let them have it. L/Cpl. Gissing, in one of the rear positions,
was livid as he reckoned he killed thousands, but the um
pires didn't think so and told him he was dead himself.
We withdrew in good order and spent the night in the
wagons and got up very early to put in a counter attack,
with the Colours special brew of tea inside of us we set off
to attack them from dead ground, and as we appeared over
the rise, everything was let loose and we charged in. I some
how think that many of us would not be alive now, but it
was perfect fun especially as we heard one of the enemy
say, " Damn, they are behind us again."
After the Gloucesters we took on 19 Bde., our former
compatriots. The war started near a place called Helhough
ton, or some such outlandish swede Norfolk name. We spent
the night in a gymnasium belonging to the R.A.F., and
after breakfast we set off to take up our positions on the
edge of a wood. Dawn came and the enemy had started.
Cpl. Quilter had previously gone forward and found a
Platoon of enemy asleep in the churchyard, and left them
all waking up rapidly. They took a long time coming to us,
but eventually they did and as agreed beforehand we with
drew without them knowing, to a strong position another
mile or so back.
Here we had our big battle and we could see them
coming for miles across the ploughed fields in front of us,
and we waited until they were about 150 yards away and
let them have it. We kept them at bay until a bigger force
arrived and once again we withdrew, but this time back to
camp.
From then on we began patrolling day and night
against them and we really had some hair raising moments
when trying to slip through the enemy position. The worse
nights were when the moon decided to shine and as it was
it was a full moon, it became very difficult to move in the
open. We finished with a big defensive position at West
Tofts stopping them from crossing the river, but in the
end, we were completely surrounded and shot.
That finished five weeks up in Norfolk and we came to
Shorncliffe and a bit of a rest and cleaning up.
THE REGULARS.
3 Platoon
With the departure of Cpl. Brown, Boxer Roberts,
Alfie Moore, Vince Keane, Flossie Metcalfe, Roy Bayliss
and Fred Jones, who have gone to ruin the country's postal
service, the Platoon have lost a large percentage of the
cream. However, we are starting to build up with new
blood namely Ptes. Young, Matthews and Staples who have
just joined us from the Depot.
At present paint is flowing like water, and everyone
who enters 3 Platoon room does so in grave danger of
coming out painted red and white with FIRE stencilled
across his chest.
THE CREAM,
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" C "

COMPANY

Very often, particularly towards the middle of each
month, one is moved to curse the memory of the individual
who remarked that " No news is good news." However,
this month our normally numb and note—less newscasters
have a wealth of incident on which to exercise " the em
broidery of their natural exuberance" (pace Mr. K.). The
results you may read below in their platoon histories.
W.O. II Palmer
These apart, the major event of the month has been
the departure of W.O. II " Pedlar" Palmer, our C.S.M. for
the past three and a half years (and O.C. 9 platoon for one
day). All who have served in the Company with him, in
whatever capacity, will readily acknowledge what a tremen
dous amount they have owed to his great personal efforts.
His firm and scrupulously fair management and personal
example—allied to an Irish sense of humour—have guided
many feet into the paths of righteousness! He has, how
ever, left us for a higher life, and we congratulate him on
gaining the appointment of R.Q.M.S.—though whether he
knows which part of his anatomy he is now standing on is,
we suggest, an open question!
II Platoon Join us From Delta Company
I also have to report that certain rowdy elements of
the tribe late, Ali Bin Hassan, of Tottington, having seen
the error of their ways, have elected to serve under the
banner of Abdul As Tara A1 Yusef, sometime muktar of
Stanford. May Allah be praised for his great wisdom!
And as they join us to form 9 Platoon we extend a warm
welcome to 2Lt. Pearson and his platoon, also to C.S.M.
Heyfron, and hope that they will all soon feel at home in
Charlie Company.
Our congratulations go to Cpl. Skinner and L/Cpl.
Battell on their recent promotions, to Cpl. Berry for decid
ing to extend his service; also to L/Cpl. Battell for bringing
in a new recruit for the Regiment.
7 Platoon
Before telling you of the valiant deeds of " Silent
Seven " we would like to reassure you by reporting that the
"Guv" is now wearing his own denims once more.
Exercise " Jump Ahead "
Having turned into expert infantry soldiers on
Battalion Exercises—during which we successfully baffled
ourselves, the M.M.G. Platoon and O.C. Charlie and other
companies—we had a look over the other side of the hill,
acting as enemy to Gloucesters during this exercise.
Digging in round Tottington, our position at Mortimers
Farm proved a blessing for the Guv's H.Q. (apart from
clearing the rats and dead birds—the one's that fly!—from
the cellar, they had no digging to do). From such good
beginnings was the wellknown " Savoy Espresso " (open
day and night) able to develop. Other holes in the ground,
dug with much blood, sweat and tears—not to mention
that b
wire entanglement, were principally useful
as protection against spotting aircraft and roving brass hats.
There were so many of the latter that we had a tough job
to stop Cpl. Skinner from flogging them to his local scrap
merchant!
The night passed quietly, too quietly, for an enemy
patrol, heavily disguised as sheep, contented themselves
with taking a bite out of our telephone cable. However,
protected as we were by stinging nettles and with our
strength underestimated by the enemy, we were able to give

them a rude shock when they attacked in the morning.
We held them up for two hours, during which time
" Pawney " Rivers, with his light mortar accounted for one
neutral general, three hostile privates and an umpire; and
an outraged No. 2 Section annihilated an enemy platoon
(from the rear) before we were forced to surrender the
farm.
Exercise " New Year "
Our first day as enemy to 19 Infantry Brigade was
memorable for yet another early start—and a very late
enemy! Back to camp for a quick kip and then, unshaven
and variously dressed, we moved into our hovels at Stan
ford and got set to give the " Feelthy Breetish " a warm
reception.
With suspiciously little effort, and almost as to the
manner born, we spent a good deal of the day " needling "
the various road blocks set up around the village by the
1st Staffords. A wide variety of crude but effective activities
—stealing, baiting and attempts to remove barriers among
them—succeeded in warming up the tempo of things. So
much so that our beloved sister, " Fatima" Riley, was
finally and brutally murdered. Her body, having by then

Yet another infidel bites the dust.
grown only too realistically cold and stiff, was eventually
rescued by a hungry mob—armed with mess tins and other
evil looking weapons. We also remember the capture of
our couriers (Sgt. Nobby Clark, Len. Tullett and Pawney
Rivers) while carrying written evidence of our intentions
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concerning Brigadier " Jackal " Jackson's future—to which
any censor would have applied an "X" certificate.
Later, when set for a comfortable night with our
" bints," our peace was rudely shattered when our cellar
group — including such warriors as the " Hawk of the
Desert" (alias " Sparrow ")—exploded from their shelter,
having refused further hospitality from their hosts—real
and very live rats.
By the second day, no longer amateurs but quite defi
nitely professionals at this provocation lark, our Surrey
neighbours were given a lively morning, their road blocks
providing good sport and much loot. By this time, also,
the following conversation, between platoon Commander
and wireless operator, caused no surprise.
Hamid (wireless operator): " Hey, Abdul."
Abdul (Platoon Commander): "Yes."
Hamid: " I've been longing to call you that, sir."
Riot and disorder followed in quick succession, loose
kit began to be automatically put out of reach by the enemy
on our approach and the day ended in a combined riot,
with all fellow wogs from Tottington at which the "Jackal's"
effigy was reviled and burned. Several bruises were gained in
the following setto against the Brigadier's escort and many
heads were banged in what developed, at one time, into a
good representation of a Rugby League scrum after an
unpopular decision by the ref.!
And so to the cordon and search of our village, a
quick wash and brush up and an afternoon as irregulars,
equipped with some remarkably noisy " tanks." to dis
organise the opposition. Then on to a temporary base near
Colchester, described on the work tickets as " Finger in
Hole" Camp. There the weather turned sour on us, but
didn't prevent some sharp patrol clashes against an enemy
both wet and weary by now. Even so the final performance
in the dark was a good " do " and lit up the area for miles
around. Then, with training over, back to barracks at
Shorncliffe for a spell.
Social and Personal
" Smudger" is back from hospital; Paddy O'Brien is
at Millbank getting a new leg; Dave Ellis says that his job's
all go; Nobby Clark is now definitely set on being a shep
herd; Ron Skinner is still selling dirty postcards; L/Cpl.
Battell (hitherto Pte. Sparrow) has gone on a Cadre to
Canterbury with Pawney Rivers and Cpl. Woollard on a
platoon weapons course at Hythe. Good luck to them all.
We welcome to our select Company Ptes. Wood and
Wickenden, from the Depot, and we wish them well.
SILENT SEVEN.
8 Platoon
The end of our last note saw us still picking precarious
paths among the pheasants and partridges of Norfolk. And
some among us also managed to find time to investigate
the special variety of bird life that nests in Norwich!
The second half of the season opened with a two day
exercise against 1 Gloucesters in which we dug deep to
defend Tottington Crossroads, holding our position to the
last and being " struck " by some really low flying jets in the
process. With Sunray and his minor both otherwise en
gaged, mad Mick Berry commanded us for most of this
exercise, and although he nearly lost a rather reluctant
antitank gun he seems to have found a baton in his pack—
and has since taken on for more of the " treatment." Well
done.
A ten day quick change act, as enemy to 19 ("Jackal"

Jackson) Brigade, describes exercise New Year pretty fairly.
After a long day of conventional soldiering somewhere in
North Norfolk we settled, bearded and heavily disguised,
into our " Woggery " in the Muktarate of Stanford. Some
strange sights were to be seen as we spent a happy first day
being deliberately " bloody " to the army of the " Imperial
ist Aggressors " from Staffordshire. Positively encouraged
to lawlessness by the Muktar—for a change—this day cul
minated in the " mess tins " demonstration (speeded on by
the early arrival of our evening " Eggs a' Bread ") to regain
the sadly mutilated body of our sister from the Silent Seven
—Fatima Riley. And so to kip, for an undisturbed night
(about time too!).
The next day started with stark tragedy for " Narri
man" Spice, bint (Miss Stanford of 1960), became the
victim of her own—and the Queen's Surreys—desires,
suffering a fate worse than death, and before breakfast too!
(The revolting effects of hessian and raspberry jam that
supported the tale of woe are perhaps too sticky to relate
here.)
All the laughs weren't ours, however, and our couriers
"Mustafa" Beer and " Ali" Ferguson were ruthlessly
searched on being captured later on—and given ample time
to contemplate their goosepimples, while left, exposed to
the elements, in their birthdays suits. Accumulated stealing,
provocation, shooting and rape ended in a combined demon
stration with our cousins from the lower Delta at which a
good deal of haranguing and lively scuffling accompanied
the hanging and burning of the "Jackal " Brigadier's effigy.
The last hours of our " Arab " lives were spent more
passively, being cordoned and searched most efficiently by
our friends from Staffordshire. After lunch that day a
quick shave, and we were on stage again as a mixed force
of (distinctly) irregulars, spreading noise, confusion and the
fear of war among the enemy positions urged on by a
gesticulating, almost voiceless, muktarish figure. Our move
ments during this afternoon sortie were altogether too
irregular for further description!
The last two days of the exercise found us carrying out,
in rapidly deteriorating weather, a programme of patrolling
near Colchester. Pleasing memories of this are the flushing
of the helicopter base by " Ali " Beer and the thought of
the tremendous firework display drawn from one battalion
by our last " jitter " patrol.
And so to Shorncliffe, weekends again, kit checks and
our private school for scholars.
RODGERS DODGERS.
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" D " COMPANY
Attentive readers will remember that these notes were
wirtten last month in Norfolk, at Wretham Camp, on the
edge of Stanford Practical Training Area. At the time of
writing we had been training at Platoon and Company
level. This was subsequently followed by Bn. level training
which was rather more interesting and less energetic. The
umpires unfortunately steadily refused to allow us to con
quer our objectives and twice we found ourselves stopped
" by intense mortar and machine gun fire " which resulted
in us watching with critical eyes the remainder of the Bn.
attacking, either through or around us, under cover of
fire from us.
During a two day exercise called "Jump Ahead " that
followed, 10 and 11 Pltns. came under command of "C"
Coy. to form a four Pltn. Company; whilst Company H.Q.
personnel became umpires. Both platoons defended different
parts of a derelict village, called Tottington, against an
attack by 1 Gloucesters, supported by air strikes. The
battle raged for about three hours until our people with
drew in an orderly manner (as they used to say during the
war), bloody but unbowed. At least one of our members
learned by an unusual method the necessity of actually
" aiming" a rifle loaded with blank, at the same time as
it is discharged.
This exercise was rapidly followed by the big show that
we had all been looking forward to—acting as enemy to
our old friends 19 Infantry Brigade Group in an exercise
lasting a week called. Exercise " New Year." This started
as far as we were concerned by a very early move out of
camp to an area 40 miles to the north, where we were to
get ourselves in position 24 hours ahead of the main body
of the battalion, charged with the task of delaying 19 Bdes.
move southward. This meant a 0230 hrs. Reveille to ensure
that we could move northwards and be in position before
first light. We found 19 Bde. had 1 Staffords in the lead,
and all day long we waged violent defensive actions at
Platoon and Company level against our energetic advers
aries from the Potteries; culminating with two Custer's
Last Stand type of actions being fought by 10 Pltn. in a
farm area on the line of a disused railway, and by 11 Pltn.
in a marshy bit of common land inhabited by a thriving
colony of Colpu rats. By this stage 1 Staffords were pressing
with three Companies up, and a thick fog of war hung
over all. We had a wonderful allocation of blank ammuni
tion and pyrotechnics and the scene looked and sounded
like some of the more violent type of Western films we have
been privileged to witness on our TV screens. This applied
especially to 11 Pltn.'s defence of Wood Farm, who there,
under their intrepid leader, held up the opposition for over
two hours before being overwhelmed by a two Company
attack.
A small jitter party under Cpl. Watchouse and L/Cpl.
Humm laid up in a farm and emerged at night in the enemy
night harbour area, and caused them all kinds of alarm
and despondency, especially when they were ordered to
put out all their cooking fires because of " the enemy in
their midst."
After a further day spent in a defensive position as
reserve company we withdrew to Wretham. Next morning
at the by now familiar hour of 0230 hrs. we got up and
went out into Tottington village—a derelict collection of
tumbledown buildings—where we became Arab villagers of
" both" sexes. We decked ourselves in suitable clothing

and headdresses and became as unpleasant and uncooper
ative a lot of Eastern villagers as ever 1 Queen's Surreys
and 1 K.S.L.I. are likely to meet. These two unfortunate
battalions had the thankless task of looking after us and
sorting out and contending with the various road blocks,
funeral processions, complaints about our crops, camels
and girls being tampered with, requests for medical aid,
complaints to U.N.O., and so on, that we originated. Even
tually, with our brethren from the neighbouring village of
Stanford (alias C Coy.) we met up at a convenient halfway
house and had a grand Communal riot, culminating in the
burning of an effigy of the hated Brigadier " Jackal Jackson.
The riot was eventually dispersed only with the greatest
difficulty by a riot squad from 1 Queen's Surreys which was
directed by our arch enemy's Brigadier " naughty word "
Jackson and Colonel " Filthy " White in person.
Eventually, after two and a half days of this sort of
thing, we were cordoned and searched commencing at first
light. Our habit of listening in at the opposition's " O " Gps.
was useful, and we had had breakfast and got our valuables
out of the way well before 0500 hrs. The cordoning troops
found some concealed arms in the village but not before
they had enthusiastically followed some rather bright red
herrings!
As a result of this we were all deported to a neighbour
ing state where we quickly reformed as troops and invaded
" back " with the rest of the battalion, mounted on 3 ton
vehicles representing tanks. We had a wonderful time rush
ing around amidst the bewildered 19 Bde. until after a sus
tained shelling by the whole of 20 Field Regt. R.A., and a
prolonged air strike followed by a two company attack by
1 K.S.L.I., we allowed ourselves to be overrun, and declared
our innings closed. This was virtually the end as far as we
were concerned and a few days later we returned to our
beloved Shorncliffe.
Tail Piece
Your correspondent has reserved the most important
news until last. Consequent on the reduction of numbers in
the Battalion " D " Company is to be disbanded as a Rifle
Company, but is to remain as a Cadre Company. No. 10
Pltn. is going en block to "A" Company, where they will
remain together under 2/Lt. Thompson and Sgt. Gordon
and become No. 2 Pltn.; whilst No. 11 Pltn. under 2/Lt.
Pearson and Sgt. Leiper will go to "C" Company and be
replaced as No. 9 Platoon. As "C" Company are particular
pals of ours, we having been " brothers " and fellow mates
together against 19 Bde., and having defended Tottington
together against 1 Gloucesters, this will be a happy move.
On the other hand when 10 Pltn. move to "A" Coy. they
take the Coy. Comdr. who will take over command of "A"
Coy. and Coy. H.Q. personnel. C.S.M. Heyfron moves to
"C" Coy. as C.S.M. of that Company. Our oldest member,
C/Sgt. Vine, who has served continuously with "D" Coy.
since 1952, has gone on posting to the Married Families
Hostel at Shoeburyness. We wish him, Mrs. Vine and his
family all the very best of good luck and fortune in the
future.
So, for the last time under the existing regime, your
correspondent signs himself off as he proceeds to the M.I.
Room to draw a bottle of Alka Seltzer for use on the morn
ing after the Company Dispersal Party that is to be held in
the Corporal's Club on Thursday, 20th October, 1960.
" LE ROl EST MORT—VIVE LE ROI."
10 Platoon
The days have passed rapidly and we are now safely
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back at Moore Barracks. This, however, is the last month
we write as Delta Coy., for on 21st October, 1960, we trans
fer our allegiances to "A" Coy. whilst 11 Platoon moves to
C Coy. This has come as rather a shock to us, but we shall
have the consolation of retaining our Company Com
mander.
We look back on the last few weeks at Thetford with
considerable pleasure. Apart from 2 a.m. Reveilles and long
spells of lying up waiting for the enemy to arrive, the
weather was kind to us and we all thoroughly enjoyed
playing the roles of Arab villagers under the able and
violent leadership of the Muktah! Both 19 Inf. Bde. Group
and ourselves learned a great deal.
Sgt. Gordon, whom we have seen nothing of during
the last month, is due back from his education course in a
few days time. During his absence Cpl. Wallace has acted
as Pltn. Sgt. and has ably assisted the new Platoon Com
mander Mr. Thompson. The former has now left for a five
week boxing instructor's course. When we transfer we shall
lose eight men to the Queen's Surreys who will shortly be
leaving for Aden. Good luck Ptes. Fisher, Hamilton, Kirby,
Kisbee, King. Lewis, Pearce, Pearson. Ptes. Myles, Selwood,
Baker and Frost have all gone on N.C.O. Cadre at Canter
bury. Pte. Brown has left Shorncliffe to take up a new post
at the Army Outward Bound School in N. Wales.
Dear me, it is a risk to forecast how many men we shall
have remaining in the new 2 Platoon A Coy. when the next
monthly episode is due.
TOMMY.
11 Platoon
" Feelthy British " " Down with Brigadier
Jackson." These and other similar phrases will surely re
main in the minds of the platoon for many months to
come. After all, it isn't often in Army life that one gets the
order, " No washing or shaving for three days." Our last
few days at Stanford provided a fitting close to four weeks
pretty hard work.
After the first two weeks of Platoon, Company and
Battalion training we settled down well to the task of show
ing 1 Gloucesters and 19 Bde. how to fight a battle. In fact,
if most of the platoon had had their way. there just would
not be any 19 Bde. left! A few of the platoon distinguished
themselves during the exercises. After all, its not everyone
who rouses the wrath of the Army Commander single
handed! And then there was Redmond's famous wireless
message, who when asked for a SITREP said, "The enemy
are figures five yards away and have been for half an hour."
The latter remark was made at the famous last stand of
the platoon at Raynham Park Railway Station. It is also
rumoured that proceedings are being taken against Hursell
for throwing his 20 minutes old daughter through the win
dow.
Oh well! Those days are over, and we are now back
in the comparative comfort of Shorncliffe Camp, exchang
ing wet clothes and 0200 hrs. Reveilles for kit checks and
inspections. We offer our congratulations to Pte. and Mrs.
Morgan on the birth of a baby son.
Alas, this is the last time the notes will come from
11 Pltn. as we are moving to C Coy. soon. However, under
any name we are still a match for any other platoon!
THE WANDERER.
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SUPPORT COMPANY
Company H.Q,
We're told, by Sgt. Coleman, that the Assault Pioneers
(affectionately, if disrespectfully known as " Chunkies")
have their notes included in the Company Headquarters
edition. Despite many efforts on our part, we cannot man
age to persuade them to write the notes, so we 11 restrict our
mention of them to the fact that an Assault Pioneer platoon
does exist, but they manage to secrete themselves in various
hideaways, emerging occassionally, blinking in the unac
customed daylight, for meals, pay and weekends off. It's
been rumoured, but we don't believe it, that they took
part in the various activities at Stanford. But L/Cpl. Cor
drey, our Chief Clerk, says that he did it all.
Since the holiday at Stanford, the company has rever
ted to the normal routine of preparing for the next inspec
tion, this time the annual one in December. This involves
the usual painting, checking, polishing and drill parades,
these last being under the paternal (?) eye of W.O.II Ross
Gower, who is temporarily replacing our regular C.S.M.,
C.S.M. Spalding, who is on a drill course.
Company Headquarters has been temporarily augmen
ted by Cpl. Kemp, properly a machinegunner, but at pre
sent out of action with a broken leg. He assists (?) the com
pany clerks, and beguiles the few idle moments with wierd
and wonderful tales of his extramilitary life.
Despite many rumours, the company has managed to
remain intact, and will remain in action until amalgamation.
After all, that's the common sense policy. How could the
1st Battalion run properly unless we of the 2nd Battalion
were there to lead the way and show them how?
AntiTank Platoon
The last three weeks on the Stanford training area
were even more hectic than the previous two. Nevertheless
everyone enjoyed their stay up there especially when a
surprise weekend leave was granted to the whole Battalion.
The weather was kind to us on the whole and only once
did we get drenched.
We were enemy to the Gloucesters on a four day exer
cise. and then enemy to 19 Brigade on a ten day exercise.
We had a variety of jobs to do on these exercises, including
normal antitank work, acting the part of tanks and 25
pounders, patrolling, ambushing and fighting rearguard
actions.
We all congratulate Cpl. Pitchers on the birth of his
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daughter, and Titcombe on his promotion to L/Cpl. In a
few days time we will say farewell to Cpl. Pitchers and Cpl.
Hurley who are going on a twomonth antitank course at
Netheravon. Ptes. Facey, Wells and Slaughter have left us
to become postmen in London, where we hope they will
have a good time. L/Cpl. Titcombe and Pte. Tidy are on a
fencing course which should make them masters of this
fascinating sport.
Mortar Platoon
We ended our last instalment, I think, at the point
where we were to become enemy to all and friends to no
one for a fortnight. This we managed with general success,
the only failure being Mr. Smith, who was captured by the
Mortar Platoon Sgt. of the Queen's Surreys when he should
have been ambushing him instead. However, a timely white
armband saved him from any further embarrassment.
Although the whole platoon was not able to work together
during that fortnight each section " had its moments " and
a great climax was reached on the last day of the exercise
against 19 Brigade when Support Company went into action
with motorised ambushes—particularly noticeable in that
occasion being Ptes. " Audie" Fairman and " Errol"
Gilhespy whose fronithehip L.M.G. fire left the U.S.
Marine Corps standing.
Since we have returned the " Old Firm " has, unfortun
ately, broken up, Ptes. Fairman, on a civil defence course,
and Parker leaves us for good next month having completed
their National Service. We are sorry to see them go, and
wish them every success in their future life. Field has left
us temporarily in favour of an Army Postal Depot some
where in London, Carley deserts soon to 1 Queen's Surreys
for duty in Aden, and once more Sgt. Laming and Cpl.
Morton are due to depart on their recruiting endeavours,
though not for long this time. Added to this list are L/Cpls.
Dawney and Haddon, who are off to Netheravon on a
threeinch mortar course and for nearly all of those left,
" schooldays are here again." Second and third class A.C.E.
exams are looming up in the nottoodistant future so some
pretty intensive studying is beginning all round, with Mr.
Smith once more donning his mortar board which he left
off when he joined the Army.
Having recovered (if we do) from our mental break
downs resulting from these exams, our next task is an
annual headache, i.e. the Admin Inspection, fixed for the
15th December, but for the present we will leave that to
sort itself out and report on progress at a later date.
SMUDGER'S BOYS.
M.M.G. Platoon
" In this age every man must be a hand picked, highly
trained specialist "—how often have we heard this? We are
now busily engaged in doing our best. The platoon have
mastered the count down, backwards too. The current talk
is highly restricted and can only be referred to in print by
letters such as "H.C.M." or " L.C.D." It is planned to put
agent "Romeo Yankee Echo" into space soon. His de
parture into the unknown is governed by Davies's ability to
shift a sticky decimal point under the eagle eye of senior
mathematical instructor, Lt. Champion. Our observers are
now moving across the world to watch for our gigantic
attempt into the unknown. Sgt. Rickwood is off to Guild
ford for a week to observe the western orbit and in his
spare time to look after the recruiting van. Sgt. Kemp and

Pte. Gardiner are scanning the northern skies for signs of
the " RyeNik " and to pass the time are sending parcels
around the world, helping the Christmas rush. We regret
that Pte. Wood is shortly to leave us to go to Aden with
The Queen's Surreys. However, a Middle East observer will
be useful in our venture. Other observers are stationed at
Canterbury, namely L/Cpls. Theobald and Goldthorpe,
doing an N.C.O.'s course, and L/Cpl. Dufont now at
Netheravon on the M.M.G. course.
The orbitation of Rye is rapidly approaching, Block
49 (west) acting as the launching pad. Pte. Thornton is the
expert on the first stage coke rocket, which on test firing has
tended toward excess smoke at first. A thorough examin
ation of the exhaust chimney, thought to be the cause, has
been carried out. Pte. Eagles scans the magic " Tango
Victor" machine which, in conjunction with Jodrell Bank,
should be able to plot this historymaking epic. Tension is
mounting. Our one armed mathematical genius Turner has
predicted that there are now 47 more shopping days until
Christmas.
Cpl. Kemp, one ankle in plaster, is helping with the
huge correspondence on this and other matters in the Coy.
Office. Rye himself is doing a lot of preliminary work on
the venture. Fractions and decimals flowing from his lips
as he prepares himself. In an interview Cpl. Close was
quoted as saying " we aim to launch Rye and possible others
on the 3rd November. They should, if all goes well, send
back vital mathematical and general information in per
fect English. If we are successful, the results will take about
a week to be tabulated, it can be assumed that Rye will
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have ventured out past the grade IV belt into the grade
III or II stratas. It is assumed that many of us will be
honoured with the A.C.E. third class award. Here's luck—
we need it.
THE CHAMPS.

H.Q. COMPANY
Once again it is time to put pencil to paper and the
argument of whose turn it is to write these notes again
takes place. The beginning of the month was rather hectic
for us with Battalion moving to Stanford for four weeks
training. From all reports 1 R.W.K. showed the other
Battalions the right way to finish off any war that may come
along. Some of the tales told by the " Old soldiers of
Stanford " take some believing.
After the Battalion departed things gradually slipped
back to normal again except for guards, which came thick
and fast. We also said goodbye to the N.S. Group 5819
which contained Cpl. Chris Tudor of the Company Office,
and we wish him the best of luck in civvie street. He is
going as manager of one of the British Railways Hotels. So
anyone requiring free accommodation contact Mr. Chris
Tudor, and we trust the "pits" are better than the ones
requisitioned by us. We also lost Pte. Bill Trott, from the
Arms Store, and L/Cpl. Ted Homewood, from the Company
Stores, all the best in that man's world called civvie street.
On the 18th October N.S. Group 5822 depart for
Cumberland on a Civil Defence Course, which should prove
very interesting. But watch out chaps they are still running
around in Bearskins and carrying clubs in that part of the
world.
We congratulate Lance Corporal Bill Watt on his pro
motion to Corporal, and to the dizzy heights of Company
Orderly Sergeant. Pte. Jim Emmerson has taken his place
as Part II Order Clerk to which the Rank of Lance Corporal
is the prize of his extra responsibility.
MT Section
The M.T. does it again! The M.T.O. said, " Let there
be tanks," and there were tanks. Of course there were a
few doubting Thomases who said that the tanks looked
like 3tonners with blue crosses on them. Whether they were
or not, 19 Brigade were surprised, to say the least, when a
squadron of Centurions came smashing through their lines.
The tanks, supported by the infantry of the Rifle Companies,
carried all before them until 19 brigade called down air
strikes to stop our armour. Our drivers afterwards had a
few caustic comments to make on the lack of height at
which the jets flew. If the number of thunderflashes used
can be any indication as to how the fight raged, then it must
have been a magnificent battle.
While we were at Stanford, Pte. " Dick " Mummery
did very well for himself in the Army Motor Cycling Cham
pionships. held at Rhyl, coming 15th out of a field of 275
starters, for which he received a bronze ash tray. This
competition is a particularly hard one and Pte. Mummery
had some very experienced riders to compete against. Con
gratulations from all of us Dick.
Well we eventually left Stanford, and once more the
peasants can continue their walks down the roads, with
out having to run for their lives every time a lorry appears.
With our return from Stanford, there was barely a
week to prepare a team of vehicles and drivers to take part

in the British Army Motoring Association Rally. This
Rally is nationwide, the entrants coming from all units of
the British Army. The object of the Rally is to test the
drivers and vehicles on map reading, road courtesy, night
driving, cross country driving and hill climbing, servicing
and upkeep of vehicles, driving to fixed time schedules,
concentration and personal endurance. There are up to 210
vehicles taking part in this Rally. A team of nine, in 3ton
and 2} ton vehicles, being entered from each unit. Our team
consists of Lt. Hiscock, Sgt. Ticehurst, Cpl. Potts, L/Cpl.
Mahoney, L/Cpl. Moore, Cfn. Peters. R.E.M.E., Pte. Mowll,
Pte. McColluch and Pte. Mummery. The route starts at
Bedford and goes through Catterick, Otterburn, Carlisle,
Oswestry, Sennybridge and back to Bedford. In all there
are approximately 1,000 miles to cover. We wish our team
the best of luck and hope they have great success.
THE MEKON FANS.
Stop Press News: The result of the B.A.M.A. rally was that
our team won the Eastern Command trophy. Congratu
lations to all our team.
Band
The tempo has really slackened now in the band world,
but we aren't quite at a standstill as Passing Out Parades at
the various Depots seem to keep coming in fast and furious.
The 1st and 2nd of September we were over at The Home
Counties Brigade Depot at Canterbury playing for The
Queen's Royal Surrey Regiment Passing Out Parade. Our
own Sevastopol Day was celebrated on the 7th and we were
kept pretty busy playing the Battalion to and from Church,
then for the troops' dinner, and finally we Beat Retreat with
the Corps of Drums on the square in the evening, giving
the Sevastopol Drum pride of place: this year the Drum
was carried by Drummer J. Marsh who was resplendent in
reds and complete with "Shako".
On the 12th and 13th we were with 16 L.A.A. Regi
ment Royal Artillery helping them to prepare for "Battle
of Britain" Sunday, then on Friday we were off to Maid
stone for one of our own Passing Out Parade rehearsals
and the Parade itself took place on Monday, the 19th.
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, 21st to 23rd we were
back at Canterbury, once again playing for the last Passing
Out of Recruits from the Buffs Depot.
We have managed to have the odd afternoon for
sport, but as yet still haven't played any proper games. I
think they will have to wait wait now until we come
back from leave on the 25th October.
The Battalion went off to Stanford P.T.A. for training
at the beginning of the month and numbers left behind here
have been so small that the Band have had to do the odd
guard. I'm afraid we're not as proficient with the S.L.R.s
as we were with the old rifles. However, during our tours
of duty nothing too serious has gone wrong, so we can't
have been too bad.
One new arrival in our midst has been Bandsman
"Danky" Frcydanck, we hope that he will enjoy his stay
with us and not let us get him down too much.
We have said goodbye to yet another Band President.
Maj. P. N. Elgood has forsaken us for a staff appointment
and Maj. E. G. Woodman, M.C., is now holding the reigns.
We wish Maj. Elgood all the very best of luck in the future,
and hope that Maj. Woodman will have a happy stay in
the "chair".
Keeping you all informed with the whereabouts of
exmembers of the Band, Student Bandmaster Ron
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Richard Taylor, Folkestone

The Band and Drums playing S.S. Maid of Orleans a way from Boulogne after their participation visit on
August 14 th
Sandwell has now emerged from Kneller Hall and
has taken over Bandmaster of The Lancashire Regiment
(P.W.V.) now stationed at Warminster. Congratulations
"Sandy" from us all. Louie Holmes is workng in the Hire
Music Department of Boosey and Hawkes in London, and
Mick Luckett is somewhere on the high seas between here
and Australia playing in the ship's orchestra on board the
S.S. Oronsay. We wish them all the very best of luck and
good fortune.
Sail for now, don't forget to keep listening for the
difference between a Major 7th and Tritone.
Faggott

SERGEANTS' MESS
Anyone who has read any of the other notes in this
issue may well be forgiven for assuming that the Battalion
and therefore the Mess members spent September in
hurtling around Norfolk, sometimes disguised as dissident
Ayrabs, and sometimes disguised as soldiers. Well, that
may be true, but there always seemed to be a fair atten
dance in the Anteroom in the evenings, and some mem
bers (Basewallahs? Z Echelon?) even managed to spend
part of the day there.

Alright, we know you were resting from your over
night activities or preparing for those to come.
Despite the many military activities, time was found
for purely cultural visits to remote local beauty spots in
places as far apart as Swaffham, Massingham (of which
Roy Kelly is Mayorelect), Thetford, Norwich (City of Sin)
and, of course, East Wretham. Reports are that the natives
are largely proBritish, and local produce of a fair standard.
The camp we lived in being really three camps in one,
sleeping accommodation for members was, like Caesar's
ancient Gaul, divided into three parts. The older and more
staid members lived in the Mess (yes, that includes you,
Bill Williams) while the rifle company sergeants, plus some
odd (very) Signal Platoon senior N.C.O.s slept in the main
camp. Tales of wild, allnight book reading and engraving
parties reached our ears, but we firmly discount them.
Support Company and the M.T. were in yet a third camp
and set up their normal private armies there, visiting the
main body occasionally.
All in all, the camp was successful and reasonably
comfortable, but we were glad to get back . . . especially
those who hadn't managed to take time olf like some did.
Congratulations are due to our exR.Q.M.S., now Lt.,
George Simpson, M.B.E., Reg Palmer, erstwhile C.S.M. 'C'
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Company, has been introduced to the mysteries of 'Q' ac
counting, and is beginning already to count everthing in
sight . . . twice.
Other departures this month are: Taffy Vine ('D' Com
pany) has moved to the Married Families Hostel, Shoe
buryness, after umpteen years in the Mess, and Tom
Laming (S.F. Company) after somewhat less time, is cn his
way to the Outward Bound School in Wales. (No mileage
allowance there. Tom).
Sgt. Kinchett of the Buffs has arrived, and is with 'A'
Company. Is he the amalgamation Advance Party, we
wonder. Welcome to him anyway, and we're sure he'll soon
get used to cur ways.
The future looks pretty busy for us what with Civil
Defence courses, camps in Portugal, Novices Boxing and
Administrative Inspections, but they hold no terrors for us.
More of them next month. (We'll probably have changed
cur minds abcut them by then.)
Incidentally, our Christmas Draw this year has been
fixed provisionally for 20th December. It'll be our last, so
buy a lot cf tickets . . . and sell seme to your friends.
There are plenty available.

WIVES' GROUP
The Wives' Club social evening was held this month on
the 18th of October, again by the courtesy of the Warrant
Officers and Sergeants, in the Sergeants' Mess. Those
present were Mrs. Tidy, Mrs. Palmer, Mrs. Simpson, Mrs.
Tillman, Mrs. Thompson, Mrs. Parker, Mrs. Goodwin, Mrs.
Leigh, Mrs. Cleaver, Mrs. Marsh, Mrs. Hoggart, Mrs.
Gwilliam, Mrs. Blum, Mrs. Hurley and guest, Mrs. Pitcher,
Mrs. Cole, Mrs. Woodman, Mrs. Winstanley, Mrs. Hind,
Mrs. Osborne, Mrs. Ford. Mrs. Rickwood, Mrs. and Miss
Lockyear.
We had a most interesting talk by Miss Honey, of the
Women's Police Force, on her experience as a policewoman,
and, judging by the lively questions which followed, it
appeared that everyone enjoyed the talk immensely.
Mrs. Tillman won the raffle which was a box of fire
works bought from club funds.
The Sewing Bee which is held in the Pearce Hall once
a fortnight, seems now to have developed into a " Basket
Bee. " There was a bead of perspiration on Mrs. Blum's
forehead trying to cope with all the enthusiastic beginners.
Waste paper baskets galore!
The next meeting of the Wives' Club will be held on
the 8th of November.

r V f C 'OT^'O'ST"

CM

X

IviUtl JL

ON

THIS

NOTICE

MAIDSTONE & DISTRICT
LAUNDRY CO., LTD.
LOOSE ROAD, MAIDSTONE

Tel. 3020

QUALITY SERVICE THAT
WILL SATISFY
DRY CLEANING

CARPET CLEANING

LUNCH

TIME

MUSINGS

OF

A

MANIAC

I

S there as much humour in the Army today as of yore?
If there is no one seems to be interested in manifest
ing it!
One of the very funny instances which 1 can remember
is that of an officer who got badly shot up during the Boer
War (he was on the receiving end of 26 bullets), but re
covered and remained in the Army. His experiences left
him, shall I say, a trifle odd.
As Adjutant he was inspecting the guard and drew the
attention of the Sergeant Major to a man whose head
dress didn't fit. The Adjutant exclaimed, "Sergeant Major,
that man's headdress." "Yes sir," was the R.S.M.'s reply,
"it is too small." whereupon the Adjutant replied, "Not
at all Sergeant Major, not at all. . . . The man's ears are
too far down!"
*

*

*

*

Circa 1906 the War Office issued an edict that all
Infantrymen should ride a horse. Hence one day I was
ordered to undergo a course of Mounted Infantry. The
horses were all Arab stallions and were quite a handful to
manage.
Each Saturday morning stables got an extra polish,
and in order to do the business efficiently, half the com
pany was detailed to take two horses on exercise. The rider
of one horse, equipped only with a saddle blanket and
bridle, led another horse on a halter. Arabs are naturally
gifted with a spirit of independence and always desire to
go their own way if permitted.
One Saturday morning I sallied forth mounted and
with another animal on a string. In front of me was a
gangling corporal—a man who was never meant to be a
horseman—1 had a good view of him as we rode along and
was concerned to see his ledhorse moving off at an angle
from the one he was riding. Oliver held on to the string
and was pulled gradually at right angles by the led horse,
consequently he slid in the same direction, and too late
he let go the halter rope and swung completely around his
own horse's neck, where he remained like a monkey up a
stick. His horse didn't approve and bolted. The riding
master yelled, "Where the
are you going number
." (The riding master knew all the horse numbers
but not the names of the riders.)
The answer came plain enough, " Ask the
horse!"
*

*

*

*

When a draft of timeexpired men was due to return
to the U.K., the C.O. invariably had each individual in
front of him and assessed his character.
One " hard lick " was marched in and the conversa
tion went something like this:
" Well, Pte. Blank, you haven't made much of a suc
cess of your army career, have you?" " No Sir."
" Well let us hope you improve when you get back to
civilian life. By the way, have you any indication of what
you are likely to do?" Back came the answer, " I'm going
to open a bank," which raised the eyebrows of the C.O.
" Have you got any money?" " No Sir." " Well how the
can you open a bank without any money?" "I
have a
good jemmy Sir."
Take him away Sergeant Major.
T.P.M.
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When Sgt. Sceal turns up in the Company Office on
Tuesday evening in No. 1 dress complete with red sash,
even the newest member of the Company is inclined to blink
a speculative eyelid. The older members on such occasions
usually resort to mild ribaldry and then say, "When is it
Gordon?" The answer this year was "a fortnight on Sun
day" and the event in question was a Champ Rally in
Somerhill Park. Sgt. Sceal having been on his annual visit
to Sir Henry d'Avigdor Goidsmid, by whose kind per
mission we were allowed to turn part of the Park into a
competition ground. We congratulate the R.C.M.P. on
being able to show us as well as to tell us (as they are wont
to do) how to handle our vehicles, and Sgt. Webster on up
holding the prestige of 4/5th R.W.K.
We are also delighted to report that L/Cpl. Kemp was
so impressed by Sgt. Webster's skill at the wheel that on
Monday, 10th October he passed his driving test.
The weather, which had been fine for the Champ Rally,
took a turn for the worse the following weekend when a
composite group of Signallers and Intelligence enthusiasts
braved the rain to carry out an advance to contact exercise
devised by Sgt. Constable. Some solid work on a 1 inch
ordnance map revealed that there was at least one pub in
Hatfield and it was pleasing to note that Q' St  ff in the
person of R.Q. Corke, was quickly on the scene. In the
afternoon we moved on to Ashdown Forest and practised
the mysteries of Griddle and Slidex to the confusion of
many and the enjoyment and instruction of all.
On Tuesday, 18th October, the first of 6 monthly
shoots against the local Branch of the Royal Marines Asso
ciation took place. The company team triumphed with
the handsome score of 168 to 108 points, which gives us
quite a start in our friendly competition. Main scores for
H.Q. Company were Cpl. Adams with 23 and Pte. Bailey
with 20. For our opponents Mr. P. Newman (who besides
being the Secretary and Treasurer of the Royal Marines
Association, is also Battalion Pay Clerk) scored 20 points to
lead his side.

SUPPORT COMPANY —SPELDKURST ROAD
SOUTHBOROUGH

Since pen was last put to paper we have had two really
firstclass weekends, and a R.E.M.E. Inspection, which
justified our opinion that a cold, damp, unheated garage is
not the best place in which to keep pieces of artillery.
The first weekend was in Clarke Camp. Lydd. but with
the usual state of chaos it was nearly "off" before it was
"on". It was planned that we would go down on Saturday
and make a very early start on Sunday morning, firing all
our S.P. weapons on the ranges, and all was going well
until about a week before we were due to go, when it was
discovered that there was no M.M.G. ammunition. Mr.
Ritson and Sgt. Locke explored all kinds of avenues for
us but no amount of scratching around would produce
bullets for the Vickers so that part of the plan had to be
dropped. Cpl. Phipps was busy with the hoppicking and
so two of H.Q. Company's cooks said they would come and
"do" for us but on Thursday night we were told they could
not make it ! Here we had a stroke of luck, however, for
Cpl. Lower admitted to a yearning to be a cook and said he
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would have a go. And have a go he did, very ably assisted
by Cpls. Acott and Osborne, with Cpl. Springate helping
to peel the spuds we fed like fighting cocks. On Sunday, as
planned, we went off to fire the Mortars and the 17 Pdrs.
but, as usual, the Lydd mist came down before we had
zeroed and the Antitank Platoon had to revert to sub
calibre. Later, however, the mist lifted sufficiently for them
to fire full charge again and everybody was able to fire at
least two or three rounds—Most satisfying !
On the Mortar range, too, everybody put at least two
or three down the spout, and Lt. Toizard took some really
wonderful action photographs—at least they would have
been if he had remembered to put a film in his camera ! It
was an excellent weekend, thoroughly enjoyed by all, and
one to be repeated.
The second weekend, planned as a mapreading and
signals exercise leading up to a bivouac area on Saturday
so that we could have a full day of demolitions on Sunday,
but as usual the best laid plans, etc., etc., as Rabbie Burns
once said. This time the cooks were able to come and so our
team, as before, had a somewhat easier ride, though this
time it was field cooking so they earned their pay the hard
way, and once again we fed very well. Mrs. Jenner is to
be congratulated on the shopping list she compiled for the
Colour Sergeant ! Whenever possible in the future we will
always draw ration allowance and buy our own food and
cook it.
We were severely cut down on the amount of transport
allocated which, together with restrictions placed on the use
of wireless, washed out the original idea of a signal exer
cise, but Sgt. Sales put in some very good work in the drill
hall on Saturday and had a net working all day on Sun
day with excellent results: We are indeed grateful to him.
We spent Saturday afternoon on R.T. and mapreading and
then packed everybody into the few vehicles available to
go by various routes to the bivouac area. Eight recruits,
with Sgt. Wake as chauffeur, were put into a truck with a set
of maps and each man was given one leg of a zigzag route,
and to our surprise (and relief) they arrived at the R.V.
almost dead on time.
Actually we were camping on the Cyster Brothers'
Farm, so were amongst friends, and no doubt their "local"
hopes we'll have more of that sort of outing ! On the Sun
day Sgt. Shapland had a real field day, instructing, demon
strating and practising us in the use of high explosives. A
neighbouring farmer had a row of deep rooted tree stumps
to remove and so we were doing him a good turn as well
and getting some excellent training, what better arrange
ment could one possibly ask for?
The food was good, we slept well (in hopper huts), the
weather couldn't have been better and we all voted it one
of the best weekends we have had. Another farmer is in
terested in making a similar arrangement with us at some
future date, so we must not have made too bad an im
pression and future training facilities for the Assault
Pioneers seems assured.
We were delighted to have Col. Waring with us all day
on the Sunday, putting in his last day's training with 4/5th
R.W.K. He commenced his T.A. service in this unit in Sp.
Company and it was only right therefore that he should
end it with us. We all wish him well at Brigade and, of
course, there is an open invitation to him to come and join
us anytime he feels like doing some "real" soldiering.
In the Drill Hall things are jogging along as usual and
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the slow steady trickle of would be recruits is being main
tained. It needs to be, though, because we have just lost
another of our members to the Regular Army, which makes
three in as many months—first Pte. Hicken to the Queen's
Own, then Pte. Singleton to the A.C.C., and now Pte.
Jarrett to the Greenjackets. We wish them well and all the
luck in the world.
Lastly, just a word to put on record our appreciation
of Mr. Ritson's work during the month that the P.S.I, was
on leave. He put in a great deal of extra time and effort on
our behalf, and in fact it was mainly due to him that our
weekends were on at all, and we are most grateful to him.

REGIMENTAL CAR BADGES
The badge is made of heavily chromeplated metal with
the cap badge set in a background of the Regimental
Colours in vitreous enamel.

D

ESPITE storm and tempest and quite remarkable
flooding in the Maidstone area at the time of writing,
much has been achieved during the month.

The most important event was the Passing out Parade
of Sangro and Cassino Platoons on Friday, 28th October.
This parade was perhaps the most unusual ever held at
the Depot, lt was a parade of recruits of the third East
Anglian Regiment and secondly it was the last parade of
National Service recruits which will ever be held here. For
this day the Depot was privileged to have Lt. Gen. Sir
Reginald Denning, the Colonel of the 3rd East Anglian
Regiment as Inspecting Officer. He praised the recruits on
the standards they had achieved and wished them good
fortune in Malaya, where the first Battalion of their Regi
ment is now serving.
We have greatly enjoyed having the East Anglian
Intake here, and their instructors, Lt. Drummond, Sgt.
Parnham. Cpls. Boggis and Greenfield have been a great
asset to the Depot, and especially to Training Company. It
is worth mentioning here that the N.A.A.F.I. have never
had it so good!

The cost is 26/9 post free. — Apply to the Editor,
"Queen's Own Gazette,'' Regimental Headquarters, The
Barracks, Maidstone.

On 11th October the C.O. and Captain Norton atten
ded a Recruiting Salesmanship Course, run by Sales Con
sultants Limited at Shorncliffe. Concrete results are already
noticeable in the fnain dining hall where superb food
Salesmanship signs describe fried eggs on Welsh rarebit as
roast beef and Yorkshire. We always have taken life with
a pinch of salt ! !
With the Annual Administrative Inspection looming
ever nearer the Permanent Staff are forced on to the back
foot as they find the R.S.M.'s and C.S.M. King's fast balls
more and more difficult to play. Will this really be " Beake
Jones'" 200th kit layout? Sgt. Jackson, the right marker
of the supernumeries is rehearsing musket drill for the first
time since the Lee Enfield Mark II!
It was sad to say farewell to two more officers during
the month. Lt. Giles Bateman, after nearly two years in
Training Company, has now gone to the School of Infantry,
Hythe. Lt. Mark Tarver, whose second attachment to the
Depot it was, has now gone to the Home Counties Brigade
Depot after training an excellent Royal Sussex Regiment
intake here.
The fortunes of the Depot hockey team are looking up.
Despite some cancellation, due to inclement conditions, the
results in October have been good. Victories being achieved
against Home Counties Brigade Depot 41; 36 Corps En
gineer Regiment 31. The next fixture will be against 1
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R.W.K. on November 16th. This will be a needle match,
and in our next issue we hope to record another win.

the Colonel of the 3rd East Anglian Regiment, took the
East Anglian Intake Passing Out Parade.

Congratulations to Sgt. Silverside for receiving a "B"
grading on his drill course.

This is a most distinguished list of visitors—and there
were many more—indicating a very busy summer, but a
most worthwhile one.

Stop press news is that the Depot have been assisting
the Civil Authorities to deal with severe flooding in Maid
stone. The meal of this news, however, will be published
in the next issue of the Gazette.

Finally a word about forthcoming events. Two "Dutch"
cocktail parties will be held in the Mess in December, on
the 9th and 14th. A circular has gone out, but any officer
who wishes to attend who has not received a circular is
most welcome to do so and should write to the P.M.C.
for details.

OFFICERS' MESS
The Officers Mess seldom enters notes in its own right.
This month, however, so much of interest has occurred
that the Mess notes simply must burst into print. A brief
summary of the summer and autumn activities should also
serve to show that the Officers Mess has not been dormant.
This month a memorable Regimental Guest Night was
held to dine out Major Hugh Brock and Major Bertie Blake.
A splendidly representative Regimental gathering as
sembled. Everyone was sad that the Colonel of the Regi
ment was unwell and not able to attend. From the 1st Bn.
we welcomed Major Woodman. Major Blum and Captain
Goodwin. From the 4/5 Bn. we were pleased to see Lt. Col.
Coath, Major Bobby and Major Large. Col. Roy Waring,
Lt. Col. Robert Butler. Major Norman Elmslie and Major
Bertie Pond were the other guests.
When proposing a toast to Major Brock and Major
Blake, the Commanding Officer said: " On behalf of the
Regimental Depot officers I should like to say how de
lighted we are to have so many distinguished Regimental
guests here tonight. Actually you can't really be guests in
your own Regimental Depot. It's your home, always has
been and will be until we close the gates for the last time
and put up the 'To Let' notice. For a hundred years this
has been the centre and home of the Regiment for everyone
from the Colonel of the Regiment to the newest joined
recruit. It is very sad to think that all this is to end so
soon." Later, when speaking of the two guests of honour,
the Commanding Officer referred to both officers' close
link through service with the 4/5 Bn. and asked all officers
present to pay their respects to Lloyd George.
With the 1st Bn. drums piled and floodlit across the
square, and the Mess looking as splendid as it has always
looked through the years, the evening was a great success.
Throughout the summer the Mess members and staff
have continually been entertainirig on a large scale. This
has meant that a tremendous effort has been exerted by
everyone, but it has had many compensations.
In June a formal lunch was given to Mr. Christopher
Soames (then Secretary of State for War) by General Sir
Hugh Stockwell, the Adjutant General, in the Mess.
In July Her Royal Highness The Duchess of Kent
visited for the Annual Reunion. Also present on that great
occasion were the Colonel of the Regiment and a past
Colonel of the Regiment, Lt. Gen. Sir James O'Dowda.
On 23rd August the G.O.C. in C., General Sir Gerald
Lathbury, held an inspection of the Depot and lunched in
the Mess. In September the G.O.C., Major General P.
Gleadell, took a Passing Out Parade of Royal Sussex re
cruits and in October Lt. General Sir Reginald Denning,

TRAINING COMPANY
The main thing which is looming over us at the
moment is the annual Administrative Inspection, which is
due to take place on November 7th, I960. Everyone, especi
ally those " old soldiers " are paying much more attention
than usual to their kit, firstly to make sure that it's all
there and, secondly, to make sure that it is serviceable.
Lights can be seen burning late at night in the offices,
where clerks are catching up on their filing, etc., in pre
paration for the 7th.
On 28th October the last National Service intake
passed out. This intake is destined for the East Anglian
Regiment. The parade was taken by Lt. General Sir Regi
nald F. S. Denning, K.B.E., C.B., D.L., Colonel of the 3rd
East Anglian Regiment.
Recent departures from the Depot are Lt. Bateman,
who after some well earned leave will proceed on a small
arms course, and Lt. Drummond who assisted us with the
training of the East Anglian intake.
Lt. Whitty is now at the helm of Training Company,
which, after the departure of the East Anglian intake, will
only consist of one platoon, namely lnvicta Platoon, which
is comprised of all regulars, and will start training as an
intake on November 10th.
Cpl. Green, of M.T. fame, has once more leapt into
the limelight by celebrating his congratulations in " Part
One's," firstly by safely transporting a message to the
Battalion in only two attempts (having omitted to take it
with him the first time) and secondly by driving through the
Officers Mess window on a motorcycle. This resulted in
three broken windows and one broken finger. Upon being
interviewed afterwards he emphatically stated that in future
he will only ride conscripted vehicles.
During the absence of C/Sgt. Johnstone, who has been
lucky enough to have some leave in Italy, that popular
figure, Sgt. Scrivens has been " A/C/Sgt." (unpaid of
course). However, since Sgt. Scrivens has been " i/c " the
stores it should be noted that the Depot Stores now has
curtains, yes CURTAINS. The C/Sgt. is now back to work,
fully recuperated after his stay in Peugia, and we understand
that he enjoyed himself—who wouldn't?
Three guests at the Depot since the beginning of Aug
ust have been Sgt. Parnham, Cpls. Boggis and Greenfield,
of the East Anglian Regiment, who have rendered great
assistance in training the East Anglian Brigade intake.
THE BEEHIVE.
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ADIES' Night." Yes, of course it rained, as usual.
However, it was once again a good time for those that
faced the weather.
Three of our members were away on Civil Defence
duties which was just as well, for we are informed that
services might be required to render (irst aid to the "Curry
moppersup."
The refreshments—Yes, as good as ever, and the ser
vices of Mr. and Mrs. May, are much appreciated.
The meeting agreed that a letter of thanks be sent
to the Maidstone Branch for the wonderful show they put
up on the " All Branches " night. It was a night that will
long be remembered. Our own Branch was well in the
picture with sixteen members present in addition to other
friends.
lt was suggested that, as usual, our Branch Standard
should be on parade at the Memorial Service on the 13th
November and that a wreath should be placed on the
" Memorial of Remembrance. "
In looking at forthcoming events, our Chairman,
Major N. S. C. Elmslie, said that he was all in favour of
inviting the Tenterden Branch of The Bulls (Royal East
Kent Regiment) to a social evening and it was agreed
that a letter be sent suggesting either Wednesday or Satur
day of February or March might be a suitable time.
News has just come in, via the Grape Vine, that the
attack on the Curry was led by our Chairman with Jack
Breaden, M.B.E., in strong support.
The evening was brought to a close with a vote of
thanks to the chairman and the usual social activities con
cluded the evening's enjoyment.
T.L.S.

BROMLEY BRANCH

A

LTHOUGH the attendance of members was small at
our September meeting, plenty of business was done.
.Several members sent in apologies for their absence.
In response to a letter received from the Bromley (Kent)
British Legion asking for representation of the branch at
the meeting of the local Poppy Day Fund at the Municipal
Buildings, Major Leslie Pyrke kindly consented for his
name to go forward as our representative.
A circular letter sent out from Regimental H.Q. was
received and it was agreed to support the opening service
of the Empire Field of Remembrance, Westminster, at
which Lt.Col. C. S. Durtnell, O.B.E., kindly volunteered
to attend on our behalf.
It was also generally agreed that the usual wreath
cross be placed in the Regimental Field of Remembrance
at Brenchley Gardens, Maidstone, and that Lt.Col. Eason
be approached for this to be done.

REUNION, 1961
Although a report of the 6th Bn., The Queen's Own
Reunion appears in the Q.O.G. for September, 1 feel sure
that our readers will not mind something of a repetition
by a non Press reporter in a different vein and it is that—
on October 1st the 6th Bn., The Queen's Own O.C.A. held
their annual Reunion Dinner at the White Hart Hotel,
Bromley. Estimating that the attendance was in the region
of 80, it says much for this organisation whose members
only meet once a year. True, that the exmembers of this
battalion of both World Wars are fused together for these
gatherings, but nevertheless, it proves that the spirit of com
radeship which becomes embued in men when they are " up
against it," remains, whether they are young or old. And
to hear and see them waffling over the past is something
to make the hearts of old sweats jump with ecstasy.
It was noticed that most of the 1914/18 members were
seated at a table to the right of the Chairman, Col. Gordon
Defrates, who during the proceedings asked all present to
toast them. This was done with some enthusiasm to the
delight of the old'uns of whom more than 20 were present.
Of course, the Loyal Toast had already been drank as were
several others of importance.
The number of officers and exofficers present was
surprising and included Col. Nash, M.B.E., T.D., President
of the Association, who said Grace and gave the Loyal
Toast, Lt.Col. H. N. Edwards, M.B.E., D.L., Chairman,
The Queen's Own Past and Present Association. Lt.Col.
G. K. Defrates, D.S.O., M.C., Lt.Col. C. S. Durtnell,
O.B.E., Maj. Leslie Pyrke, Maj. Clark, Maj. Wheater, Lt.
Vernon Leather and many others, not forgetting Capt. M.
R. M. Newall, Adjutant of 1st Bn., The Queen's Own, who
in a lively speech in reply to the toast of " Our Guests"
given by Capt. J. Nixon, mentioned the forthcoming amalga
mation with The Buffs with gusto. Some of the foregoing
were guests of members of the O.C.A., as were also a
number of the rank and file of branches of the Past and
Present Association.
The two joint secretaries of the association, Mr. C.
Sayers, 1914/18 period, and Mr. E. Davies, 1939/45 period,
are to be congratulated on getting such a response of mem
bers to their efforts, which once again proves that " where
there is a will, there is a way " of getting people to rally
round. The Treasurer, Mr. J. L. Davidson, is also to be
congratulated on his returns in cash terms for the possible
" rainy day " to help some old comrade who may have
fallen by the wayside.
Nearly a score of " Best wishes for a successful even
ing and regrets of absence " were received, and included
those of MajorGeneral D. E. B. Talbot, C.B., C.B.E.,
D.S.O., M.C., Col. H. Peploe, D.S.O.. Lt.Col. D. H.
Gwilliam, M.B.E., Lt.Col. A. R. H. Waring, T.D., Lt.Col.
A. A. Eason, Maj. I. A. Macmillan, Maj. J. Stocker, Capt.
Sir Gerald Hodgson, Capt. N. Smithers, M.C., Capt. D.
Sheffield, etc., etc.
AFTER 46 YEARS
In conclusion, I feel that although I was one of the
guests, it was a profitable occasion for me. In this sense,
it afforded me the extreme pleasure of meeting up again
with Col. Nash after an interval of 46 years. The last
time we had met was at the Royal St. George's Golf Club
at Sandwich Bay when he was a lieutenant and where I
was billeted with a Company of the 4th (F.S.) Bn., The
Queen's Own, doing our training on the links. I recall that
the first few days following the outbreak of war in 1914,
volunteers for overseas service were called for and although
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at the start insufficient numbers were forthcoming, a switch
was made so that those of the 5th Bn. found that they were
now joined with those of the 4th Bn. who also volunteered.
We became the 4th (F.S.) Bn. under Lt.Col. Watney with
H.Q. at the Guilford Hotel, where I believe most of the
officers were billeted. Eventually more volunteers were
forthcoming, plus many newlyenlisted men, to make the
strength of both battalions and in due time the original
volunteers were reswitched and now were to be known as
the I /4th and 1 /5th Bus., The Queen's Own, soon to be
sailing for India, which they did on 29th October, 1914,
from Southampton. This I related to Col. Nash and men
tioned some of the officers of that time and he was able to
enlighten me about some of them. Such names as Lt. Nor
man, Capt. Bourne (an Old Blue), Capt. Pirie, Maj. Laurie
and others. We had quite an interesting conversation and
I hope that Col. Nash was as pleased with our little natter
as I was. At all events, I shall know him again, although
1 did not recognise him at first, and I hope that I shall have
the pleasure of meeting him again at some future date,
maybe the 1961 Reunion, who knows?
" I wuzz thayre. "

LONDON BRANCH

T

HIS month's correspondence begins with the report on
the Bromley Branch P.P.A. evening out, when we met
them at the United Services Club, Bromley, on the 15th
October last.
The date, amended from the one suggested in my last
notes, was considered by Bromley to be better, in that the
bar would get an extension of time on that date. Alas, this
was not to be, and we found that after an enormous buffet
spread, which was carried round to all members of the U.S.
Club, at 10 p.m., we had only another halfhour's drinking
time, which was a little disappointing as the date was
primarily selected for the extension reason. However, this
in no way detracted from the very pleasant evening.
The first to arrive on the evening were Tom Silk and
John Newton, and they were very early too. They decided
to while away the time playing crib, and with Tom leading,
the latter decided to disappear for a few minutes. This gave
John time to put a couple of sixpences in the onearmed
bandit, pulling off the jackpot, much to the amazement of
a couple of locals who had been pouring cash into the
machine with no luck.
Timber and Mrs. Marchant, self and wife, Jack Teare
and wife with two friends, Charles Lewis, Arthur Edwards,
John Chalmers, Harry Lofts, Canter and Mary Donaldson,
in addition to our LondonBromley wallahs, were all on
parade.
The games, always the excuse for the party, and not
taken very seriously, we lost almost everything as far as I
can ascertain, but then of course we are taking on the
Bromley United Services Club. If we could beat them
on their own ground with such small forces as we have at
our command on these occasions, we should count our
selves extremely lucky.
The club takes its darts very seriously indeed, but to
show willing they include a couple of the Bromley P.P.
Branch, whilst we pick from our own members available.
Our team on this occasion was Harry Lofts, John Chalmers,
The Spider, John Newton, Charles Lewis, Cliff, friend of
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Jack Teare, Tom Silk and Sid Lucy who it will be remem
bered joined our branch a short while ago.
Chiefly due to some extraordinary flights of fancy
darts kept falling into the sixty and double tops, helping to
give us quite a lead in the first leg, and with John Chalmers
fixing the final double with us in a fair lead, we completely
shocked the local boys.
However we did lose the second and third legs, no
doubt the strain of three told on our side and we yielded to
a really far better side. We tried to get an opponent at crib
for Arthur Edwards, but after hearing his criticims of our
snooker players, the opposition failed to put in an ap
pearance ! !
1 did not get the result of the Jack Teare/Charles Lewis
snooker combined effort as I was on the darts board at the
time, but I hear Charles had a great time dashing from
snooker table to darts board, missing his turn a couple of
times, but was certainly enjoying himself on the dance floor
as were most of the club members. The small band kept
up a continuous performance.
The evening ended with dancing and lots of fun was
had by all. The sausage rolls, sandwiches, ham rolls, pickles,
etc. were thoroughly enjoyed by all present. It was a pity
that more of our members did not turn up. Bromley mem
bers present were Robert Wilkes and their Treasurer,
George Cockell was on a duty dinner in town. Major Pyrke
had sent along absence apologies for which we were very
grateful. Bob and Mrs. Milton, Alf and Mrs. Ellis, Harry
Stevens, Bill Phillips, nice to have seen Bill again, Sid Lucy,
and Mr. Harold Megs acted on behalf of the United Ser
vices Club.
Coming in very late on, but very welcome indeed, was
Capt. Binnie, the exMajor of Bromley, who had been at a
Regimental Reunion—he's a Fusilier I believe—but one
who takes a great interest in all our functions.
Before closing down on Bromley I would like to men
tion how nice it was to meet one Bunny Marryott, another
exKut survivor who was posted to the 2nd Battalion from
the 5th, some time before the siege. We may see Bunny at
the London Branch on some occasion in the near future.
Unfortunately Harry Freeman, our usual attender at Brom
ley, was not on parade, otherwise Bunny would have been
able to have compared notes with old Harry who is another
of our most loyal supporters.
To end, therefore, a vote of thanks to Bromley P.P.A.
and the United Services Club for their kindness in having
us at their club, and to the steward and his wife who must
have put in a lot of hard work on the buffet. The money
spent was certainly well worth the candle. Now we can look
forward to the return later on in the season, in the Spring.
In the Spring . . . Well, it may be we will have another
type of function instead of a games match, but more of that
later.
Now to our meeting. I should say this was better atten
ded than our A.G.M., there being at least 70 present, headed
by our President, nice to see him once again after his
travels, General R. A. Riddell. He was in great fettle and ob
viously glad to be among us once more. There were Lt.Cols.
Charles Chaplin, Ron Mines and F. D. E. Pink on parade,
and writing of the latter prompts me to immediately put
right an error which I regret in last month's notes when T
mentioned that cigarette case. I, of course, forgot the 1st
Battalion of the Cadets, and it was from this Battalion and
not the 1st Regular Battalion that the presentation came.
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Sorry, Col. "Twink"—one point to your team—you lead.
Col. Pink is in fact an ex2nd. Battalion man. He was
in the 2nd Battalion during the war—World War 1. His
O/C Company was an old friend, Col. Meaburn Fry, M.C.,
late the Army Kinema Corporation (serves you right.
Colonel), and his C.S.M. none other than C.S.M. Godden.
1 spent quite a while in C.S.M. Godden's company on the
Rhine with the 2nd Battalion. What a job we had to put
those 2 Vees in our puttees ! ! I knew the C.S.M. very well,
and always dodged him just as much as Sid Terry used to
dodge his C.S.M. So Col. Pink has added a little more to
his history. Who said, " Wot's puttees!"
Col. Charles Chaplin had brought along with him
Capt. R. A. James, M.C., who won this honour with our
2nd Battalion in Leros, just after the George Cross Island,
Malta, stay when so many of our Regiment were unfor
tunately captured. Capt. James was given a very hearty
welcome and became a member not because he received a
hearty welcome, but because Len Remfry made him a mem
ber willynilly. Len always asks afterwards. He tells me he
finds this much more effective, and he's very right.
Our veteran force was in evidence, Arthur Edwards,
now the daddy of the Branch in age, on attendance I should
say Jerry Sweetman and Harry Freeman, most upset be
cause he'd missed a natter to Bunny Marriott, above. No
doubt he will get a chance some day
Ladies were well in evidence. We still have dear old
Mrs. Cox present, quite interested in all the proceedings.
Mrs. Wallace the younger was on parade, have to say the
"younger" to save mixing her up with dear old Nelly
Wallace, who is Lilian really. Mrs. George Stow was
present, Mrs. Tom Buckle and of course that indefatigable
Mary Donaldson. Don't know what we'd do without her
now. Timber had brought along Mrs. Marchant, and finally
Mrs. Frank Peacock.
There was a very good representation from Bromley.
Bill Phillips paying his first visit for many months for
reasons given previously. Bob Milton, Alf Ellis and, of
course, Robert Wilks. Jack Hunt had brought along Mrs.
Ellis again and our Cavalry visitor, John Chalmers and
Harry Lofts, Paddy Burke too, who tells me he is enjoying
his married life. All the Jack Teares were there, including
Joe Banks and Alf Whelan this trip. Oh, Charles Lewis was
missing. Jack tells me he to became a member of Bromley
in addition to our branch. L feel sure the rest of his boys
will follow suit. A nice effort for Bromley whose branch
members are so often with us.
Nice to see George Lardner, "Laff" Lafferty, Dick
Forrester amonst many others too numerous to name with
us once again this month.
Now for the other interesting people who were in town
on the last monthly Friday night. It was with great pleasure
that Len Remfry greeted an old member friend, George
Johnson, a great cricketer in the 1st Battalion of the '30's.
He and Busty Cannacott 1 should say were a wonderful
batting pair. Add Pat Mulroney, Alf Davis and you have
some batting power. " Johns " as he is well known, has not
been with us for several years, since he moved out to
Brighton in fact, and he received a very warm welcome. He
brought along another old friend who became a member,
none other than Frank (Swerver) Peacock, another well
known 1st Battalion cricketer of the between wars era, who
was terrifically fast, although not terifically accurate. This
latter trait gave him a large number of wickets. Often I
have seen the first slip dive to field a ball which flew wide.

I've seen Freddy Farrington, our stumper, dive the same
distance to leg, then with the next ball see the batsman
walking back having his stumps cartwheeled. Swerver was
aptly named, he moved the ball naturally, and in my opin
ion was as fast, maybe in his earlier days a little faster than
Swifty Howlett, not anywhere near the latter's accuracy
of course.
He and Mrs. Peacock were also very warmly wel
comed. Another very welcome return, Charles Dumbrell
who has now given up his shop in Gidea Park and is one of
that great crowd of exservicemen, the Corps of Commis
sionaires. We were glad to see Charles back with us again
and who should be with us also but his old partner on
the left wing, ex"Boy", "Loosey" Tite. Quite a lot of my
old soccer team around the place on this evening. These two
chaps were both in the Corps of Drums and writing of the
Drums brings me to our next member to join the branch on
this evening. Mr. "Freezer" Frost who is serving with the
S.H.A.E.F. in Paris. He still blows a bugle and often does
this in a line of duty with S.H.A.E.F. He looked in great
shape and was obviously enjoying himself among many
friends of the branch.
Lt.Col. Pug Durtnell had sent along a message of
regret ior absence. He was on an important engagement
arranged a long time ago.
Our last, but not least visitor is one of the old "62"
Club, Mr. Joe Rose, the exsignaller of the 1st Battalion who
had threatened to turn up and now finally made it. We all
hope Joe comes along again and that he enjoyed the even
ing. Joe knew most of the lads of the branch, there are
many of his contemporaries with us.
So Len Remfry had quite a lot of welcomes to make
which he got through in his usual jolly manner. Hs asked
me: "How is it these chaps and wives continue to visit us
and join the branch—why is it?" Actually, he knows the
answer, which is of course "that we like to see and chat to
each other." There's still a terrific espritdecorps among the
branch and I'd bank our sense of comradeship as being
better than most places of exservice gettogether. We really
thoroughly enjoy being in each other's company. It's a
great struggle to get all the lads up to the meeting and then
the landlord has a harder struggle to get them out !
The meeting commenced with the minutes which were
soon agreed, passed and read. The correspondence thanked
the branch for representing the Regiment at the Trafalgar
Day Ceremony at Trafalgar Square. Robert Wilks was even
tually given a Regular Soldier to accompany him. This
meant that Arthur Edwards had to fall out as we weren't
sure whether there was room for three on the parade. Poor
Arthur, discharged with ignominy—not to worry.
The Bromley "do" was mentioned and reported upon,
all voted it a great success. The important item was what
day should we hold our Christmas Party meeting. It was
decided that 23rd December should be the day and we
arranged this with our landlord, so ladies and gentlemen,
we hope you'll all bring along your prizes on that evening
for the raffles when our Benevolent Fund usually becomes
enriched by £10 or more.
The offer from Tom Buckle was again mooted.
Whether or not we should have a dinner and dance at the
Station Hotel, Richmond. There was not, I regret, a great
deal of enthusiasm for this, although several members were
interested. Later we discussed the matter at the bar and the
popular idea is now to have a buffet and dance, with Tom
Buckle to supply band and food as well as the Hall. It
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would be loo expensive to pay a small band supplied by the
Regiment, plus transport, meals, etc., which they would
need. We shall debate this suggestion at our next meeting
and hope we shall get plenty of members to join in the
waffling. One thing is certain. We shall not make a decision
unless we get a very good promise of support. Money talks !
Mary Donaldson's ticket selling for the raffle, two
prizes, one cigarettes donated by Len Remfry, who stated
he'd be bound to win them back, and the cream donated by
"Bogie" Moss, our member from Devon, was a terrific
success. We heartily endorsed the Regimental scribe's wishes
regarding this flooded area. Bogie, Willie Spurr. Col. Basil
Clay are branch members, the latter, 1 should say, in the
worst spot.
We hope the cream hasn't been spoiled this year by the
rains, but we give that grand old member Bogie a very
hearty thank you. The prizes were won by Bob Milton and
Mrs. Marchant so it's lucky to back the "M"s. The strength
at the meeting is shown up by the takings from ralfle and
the collection, these being £4 I4s. for the General and
£1 18s. 6d. for the Benevolent Fund as all collection dona
tions are put straight into the Benevolent, whilst other cash
is doled out from the General Fund at Branch wishes.
Len Remfry, Percy Hallett. our Treasurer, and Tom
Briddock were all in the happiest spirits at the meeting, and
we all see no reason why our Christmas meeting of 23rd
December shouldn't be a real cracker. It is grand to see the
Committee, the three last named are the mainspring, so well
backed up, and they deserve all praise for the extremely
efficient and happy way branch meetings are conducted.
More power to their elbow, and here's to next month by
which time the Spider should have become a grandfather
through daughter Sheila. Will tell you next month—must
travel my web.
The Spider
NOTICE
We shall be having our annual Christmas Draw on
Friday, 23rd December, 1960, at 8 p.m. at The Cranbourne,
Leicester Square (next door to Arts Theatre). All are wel
come. What better chance to start off Christmas than a
visit to the London Branch and meet old friends.
LEN REMFRY, Chairman.
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ATER, water, everywhere, nor any drop to drink" ...
unless boiled. That's how it is in a good many places at
the time of writing, and that goes for Maidstone and to
some extent here, but by the time that this is in print. 1
wouldn't wonder if it's all forgotten, so short is memory in
certain respects. But other things stick, don't they?
Like, for instance, that last parade at Halloy on the
16th March. 1918 . . . our very last parade as an official
unit, when General Towsey, our so long Brigade Com
mander came to say " goodbye" to us. but was so overcome
that he could not make the speech he intended and left us
at the gallop, 'tis said, with tears in his eyes. The while, some
of the onlookers from the dear old "Shiny Twelfth," the
12th East Surreys, encouraged us with references to the
Brigade's "Spare Parts." And it is a saddening thought to
realise how few of those who were on parade that day, will
be able to be with us next Saturday at the Annual Dinner.
In fact, from preliminary advices from our indefati
gable secretary, Len Dawson, it looks as though we shall
be fewer than ever. But. even so. be there only the 60 or

so that he estimates, it's not bad showing, when one realises
the date of our disbandment, as above. There is still hope,
that, when next month's " Buster" carries the report of the
Dinner, a last minute accretion to our numbers will be
found to have occurred. One thing is sure, namely, that
those who are there will set out to have a happy time and
to give a happy time to our guests, amongst whom, I am
pleased to note, will be that Regimental Institution, Paddy
Mullen . . . unless the Hoods cut him off!
This month, of course, with Remembrance Day in it,
we cannot fail to call to mind our two chief C.O.'s, Colonels
Townshend and Corfe, and likewise, we do not fail each
year, to ensure that our tokens of remembrance are laid
on their graves. Colonel Townshend's at Heuilly, on the
Somme, and Col. Corfe's at Brookwood. In respect of the
latter, we are much indebted to the Pirbright Branch of the
British Legion for laying the wreath on our behalf, as we
have no other member living in the near vicinity.
We Eleventh chaps will all be pleased and proud to
know that "The Old Man's" medals and decorations—
and they are many and comprehensive—are now properly
mounted in a fine glass case at the Regimental Museum.
Major Love, with his usual keenness and conscientiousness,
has made a wonderful job of it and was justly proud to
exhibit them to the members of the Regimental Council at
their recent meeting.
To end with, here is an appeal. If you were not able to
get to one of the recent dinners, do drop Dawson or me
a line and let us know how you are getting on. and. also,
if you have news of some Eleventh man, tell us about him
and maybe persuade him to come along to our next func
tion. I'm sure that there are still quite a few who only need
the word—and perhaps someone to go with—who would
come into, or back into, the fold. After all. in 1935 there
were 450 on our books, and the rate of mortality these
days is not all that high that we should now be down to
a mere 120 . . . and quite a number of these not showing
up when we reunite. Of course, age and ailments prevent
some of us turning up, that is understood, but. you others,
do try and put forth that little bit of effort. You know,
you'll enjoy it when you get there.
R.O.R.

r

CHATHAM BRANCH

HE Annual Branch Meeting was held at the " Hare and
Hounds," Rochester, on November 7th. 1960, under
the chairmanship of S. L. Thompson, who opened with a
welcome at 8.05 p.m.
Silent tribute was paid on the passing of Capt. H. P.
Johnson and Captain C. V. M. Norman.
The chairman then invited nominations for Vice
Presidents. Alf Tapp, M.C., and Major G. W. Paice were
unanimously elected.
Election of officers. The following were unanimously
elected.—Chairman: S. L. Thompson; ViceChairman: H.
Randall; Secretary/Treasurer: Capt. H. Wilkins, M.B.E.;
Standard Bearer: G. Anchors; Assistant Standard Bearer:
C. J. Williams; Branch Correspondent: G. Anchors; Com
mittee: Messrs. Shaw. Harrington and Taylor; Branch Re
presentative: S. L. Thompson.
Minutes of October 3rd were read and confirmed. The
Statement of Accounts was submitted by the Treasurer, who
was heartily congratulated on keeping the Branch funds in
a healthy condition. Correspondence was read from head
quarters, re Cenotaph Parade on November 13th; a letter
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of thanks from R.A.F. Association, for attendance at Battle
of Britain Parade; invitation from Chatham British Legion
to attend Remembrance Day Parade (assemble Town Hall
10.25 a.m. 13th November).
The Branch agreed to the Annual Reunion being
arranged for 4th June, 1961, at the Depot.
The President expressed thanks to the Branch Officials
of the past year for the excellent services rendered. He also
commends the Treasurer for taking on the joint office of
Secretary /Treasurer.
The booby prize was won by H. Wilkins. Meeting
closed at 9.15 p.m. G. ANCHORS (Branch Correspondent)

CATFORD A N D D I S T R I C T
BRANCH

A

T the Committee Meeting held on the 7th October,
1960. it was decided to support the suggestion that the
Annual Reunion should be held on the 4th June, 1961, at
Maidstone, and to try to make a bumper attendance. Also
to accept the Borough of Penge invitation to its Annual
Remembrance Day Celebration, when a wreath will be
laid on the local Memorial by members of the " Bangers "
who are members of this Branch. Those members of the
11th Bn. Association will as usual attend their own parade
service at St. Lawrence Church. The Association circular
regarding Remembrance Day Celebrations was read. Final
details of the Branch Social were agreed on, more about
that later. It was agreed that a telegram be sent Mr. Barnes,
our oldest member, on the occasion of the celebration of
his Diamond Wedding.
At the Branch Meeting on the 14th October, 1960, Mr.
Barnes thanked the Branch for the telegram sent to him on
the occasion of his Diamond Jubilee Celebrations.
The Hon. Treasurer, Mr. Leary, stated that bookings
for the show, " Fings Ain't What They Used To Be," were
possible now. so he was instructed to proceed as planned.
He also proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. B. Lilley for
taking the chair in the unfortunate absence of Mr. Lake.
It was proposed that a vote of thanks be also accorded
Mr. Horace Maskell who represented the Branch at the
Brockley Battle of Britain Celebration, when he carried the
Branch Standard.
Now for the Social held at the Branch H.Q. at " The
Station Signal." Forest Hill, S.E.23, on Saturday, 22nd
October, 1960.
Under the able direction of the Chairman, Mr. "Harry"
Lake it went oil" with a real good swing right from the
start. As the members and their friends entered the Club
Room most of them deposited a small parcel containing a
gift and was handed a numbered ticket. Later in the pro
ceedings they gave up their ticket, paid Is. and took a
parcel from the " Pile. " Some were lucky, others not so,
but it caused a lot of fun.
"Sally" was, of course, "in charge" of this, as she
was with the " raffle " which helped to cover rather heavy
expenses, which included a band and plenty of sand
wiches. Many of the members brought their relatives and
friends with them, and very well pleased we were to see
and welcome. " Bob " Fielder had several, one of whom
gave us some jolly good songs, Sally had Ann, Dick, and
other members of her family with her which included little
Susan, who thoroughly enjoyed the dancing and the fun.
Very soon dancing got under way with many old and

well tried favourites, everyone entering into the spirit of
things, and enjoying themselves to the full. "Harry" was
after much persuasion, giving a repetition of his " Favourite
Songs, " which of course went down very well, and later
" Horace " Maskell also came forth with one of his specials,
no one could possibly imitate " Horace " in that sort of
fun, jolly well done Horace.
Well as time went by things got very lively, with sing
ing and dancing. It was good to see such a happy crowd,
all bent on enjoying themselves, forgetting all troubles and
worries. As usual the results of the raffle caused a great deal
of banter and good natured legpulling.
It was very unfortunate that the closure came rather
before the time expected, so the usual final farewell dance
could not be indulged in, to the disappointment of those
who like a jolly good " Send Oft". " Still, it was all good
fun, and I feel sure that everyone present thoroughly
enjoyed themselves, thanks to those who organised and saw
to it, that no one went away unhappy and disappointed.
We ali feel very grateful to our host, Mr. Ron Salmon,
and Mrs. Salmon, who did everything possible to make the
function a great success that it was.
In conclusion we shall be holding another Social, a
"Grand"' Christmas Social on the 10th December, 1960,
a Saturday, when we hope to repeat past happy successes.
Mr. Barnes will be celebrating his birthday as well that day,
so look out for some good fun.
Best wishes to all members, Branches and Associations,
the 1st Battalion and the 4/5th Battalion.
" Ravensbourne. "
A.

S H O R N C L I F F E BRANCH

A

T long last we put pen to paper to let people know that
we are still in the land of the living, and that we do
still hold a meeting.
At a meeting held on 14th October at the Fleur de
Lys, Sandgate, Mr. F. Button (Alf) was elected as secretary
of the Branch, Mr. Elvy having tendered his resignation
after 12 years of arduous service.
Mr. (Sticks) Elvy was given a very sincere vote of
thanks by the members for the manner in which he carried
out the duties, and the way that it has been possible to
keep the Branch alive through his untiring efforts.
Sticks agreed to carry on the duties of treasurer.
Major G. W. Duftield will act as Social and Welfare
Secretary. These new offices have been created because of
the amount of travelling that would be involved for the
Secretary, who is living at Dover.
We learned that Mr. Hake will be leaving us in the
very near future on moving into Hampshire. He will be
well remembered by many for his cross country running
prowess. He will be missed by us all at our meetings.
Our membership is now down to 15, although there
are a number of ex members of the Regiment living in the
district it does not seem possible to get them along to the
meetings.
Obituary
At our ordinary general meeting held on 14th October,
it was with great regret that we were informed of the
passing of Mr. (Tubby) Adams on the 9th October.
The funeral, held on 14th October, was attended by
members of the Sgts. Mess of the 1st Bn. and by members
from this Branch.
A.B.
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Mr. R. F. Wilks

Mr. G. H. Cockell,
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3 Priestfield Road, Forest Hill, S.E.23.
Service Club, Bromley.
Chatham
Mr. S. L. Thompson .. Mr. H. D. Wilkins, M.B.E..
First Monday each month, 7.30 p.m., at ' The
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Last Thursday each month, at 8 p.m., Drill
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Hall. Argyle Read, Sevenoaks.
Shorncliffe
Lt.Col. I. R. Lovell ..Mr. E. W. N. Elvy,
"FleursdeLys", Sandgate. Quarterly, first
235 Cheriton High Street, Folkestone.
Friday, January, April, July, October.
Tonbridge and
Maj. N. S. C. Elmslie.. Mr. F. Jezard,
Third Wednesday of each month, T.A.
T u n b r i d g e W e l l s ..
2 Milton Gardens, Tonbridge.
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Gth B a t t a l i o n
Lt.Col. G. K. Defrates Mr. C. Sayers,
Reunions twice yearly at White Hart Hotel,
n.s.o., M.C.
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Bromley.
7th Battalion
Major E. Goodman ..Mr. T. Shepherd,
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492 Downham Way, Bromley, Kent.
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M.M
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QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT
REGIMENT
ami APPROVED TAILORS to the

help

HOME COUNTIES BRIGADE

is needed . . .
Y o u m a y t h i n k it i s u n b e l i e v a b l e t h a t
t h e r e a r e s t i l l m a n y c a s e s of g r e a t h a r d s h i p
among exsoldiers and their dependants that
c a n n o t b e h e l p e d b y o f f i c i a l s c h e m e s of
r e l i e f , b u t it i s a t r u e fact.
The Army Benevolent Fund is the
p a r e n t b o d y of all r e g i m e n t a l c h a r i t i e s a n d
provides financial aid to those charities
which give personal attention to individual
c a s e s i n n e e d a n d c a s e s of r e a l h a r d s h i p
w h e r e it i s i m p o s s i b l e t o r a i s e l i f e a b o v e a
bare restricted existence.
Y o u r h e l p is b a d l y n e e d e d b e c a u s e
the calls on this Fund are increasing
considerably.
P l e a s e g i v e all y o u c a n a f f o r d a s a t o k e n
of g r a t i t u d e t o t h e m e n w h o g a v e s o m u c h
for you.

SUPPPORT THE

ARMY BENEVOLENT
FUND
Patron: HIS LATE MAJESTY THE KING
9 Donations may be tent to The President, The Army
Benevolent Fund, 20 Grosvenor Place, London. S.W.I
or paid Into any Bank In Great Britain or N. Ireland.
Registered

Under The War Charities Act. 1940.
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THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT (50th and 97th)
"Quo Fas et Gloria ducunt." The Sphinx superscribed "Egypt."
The White

Horse of Kent with motto " Invicta."

'Vimiera," "Corunna," "Almarez," "Vittoria," "Pyrenees," "Nive,"
"Orthes,"
"Peninsula,"
"Punnlar,"
"Moodkee,"
'Ferozeehah,"
"Aliwal,"
"Sobraon,"
"Alma,"
"Inkerman," "Sevastopol," "Lucknow," "New Zealand," "Egypt, 1882,"
"Nile, 188485," "South Africa, 190002," "Afghanistan, 1919."

"The Senio " " A r g e n t a Gap "'"Italy, 194345," "Greece, 194445," "Leros," " M a l t a , 1 9 4 0  4 2 , " "North Arakan," " R a z a b l l , " "Mayu
Tunnels," "Defence of Kohima," "Taungtha," "Sittang, 1945," "Burma, 194345."
ColonelinChief : H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Colonel of the Regiment: MajorGeneral D. E. B. Talbot, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C.
O.C., Regimental Depot, Major I. A. Macmillan.
Allied Regiments of the Canadian Army :
1st Bn., Royal New Brunswick Regiment—ColonelinChief : H.M. The Queen.
The Essex and Kent Scottish Regiment.
Allied Regiment of the New Zealand Forces :
The Canterbury Regiment.
Regular and Territorial

Battalions :

1st Bn. (50th and 97th Foot)
Moore Barracks, Shorncliffe.
4th/5th Bn. (T.A.)—Tonbridge.
Units of the Army Cadet

Force affiliated :

1st A.C.F. Bn., Tonbridge.

"The Queen's Own Gazette" is published monthly.
Subscription : The rates, payable in advance to the Editor, are as follows :
Ranks, 5/ per annum, post free.

Officers, 9/ per annum, post free; Other

The Editor is always glad to receive articles and items of news suitable for publication^ and acknowledges with thanks
photographs reproduced in this journal from the Kent Messenger.

Address MSS to the Editor. The Barracks. Maidstone.

THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT
ColonelinChief: H.R.H. The Duchess of
C o l o n e l of

REGULAR

K e n t , C . I . , G . C . V . O . , G.B.E.

t h e R e g i m e n t : M a j o r  G e n e r a l D. E. B. T a l b o t , C . B . , C.B.E., D.S.O., M . C .

SHORT SERVICE OFFICERS

OFFICERS

MAJORS
LIEUTENANTCOLONEL

Name;

Names
Trumper, J. M. S. W
Marsh, H. W
R u s s e l l , H. C „ M . C . , D.C.M

Mil. Record Office, Ghana.
H.Q., B.A.O.R.
11 K.A.R.

H.Q. A.F.C.E.
O.C., 1 R.W.K.

F l i n t , A . J . M . , M.B.E.
G w i l l i a m , D . H . , M.B.E.

MAJORS
Int. Centre, Mansfield.
H.Q. Aldershot District.
Range Control, A.A.T.C., Sennelager.
( L t .  C o l . ) GSO 1 N o r t h o g .
GSO Benghazi
War Office.
H . Q . B.A.O.R.
H . Q . B.A.O.R.
Min. of Defence.
4/5 R.W.K.
(T/Lt.Col.) OC„ 7 Malay
1 R.W.K.
O.C. Depot, R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
B R I X M I S B.A.O.R.
I R.W.K.
1 RW.K.
Language Course
I R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
D O P T 2 I n f . Div. B.A.O.R.
. . G . L . O . R.A.F. O d i h a m

Bailey, J. D. B
.
Archer, M. G. M„ M.C.
Rickcord, M. B
Turner, P. R. H
Dowse, R. K
W a r i n g , H . B. H . , M.B.E
Eason, J. A., T.D
F.lgood, P . N
C r u m p l i n , W . C . D.
W i l l i s , C . F., M.B.E., T . D
Roper, I. H., M.C
Scull, D. S
Macmillan, I. A
W o o d m a n , E. G . , M . C .
A m b r o s e , W . G. R
Blum, D. E
Franklin, A. W
Abplanalp, V. C
W i n s t a n l e y , R. G . . . .
O s b o r n e , E. C . S
Shearburn, S. R. O'R. . .
Campbell, D. P. I. . . .

CAPTAINS
Fitzpatrick, J. N.
M a n n e r i n g , L. A .
Dinsdale, J. W. .

P.S.O.
1 R.W.K
H.Q., 2 T . A . F .
LIEUTENANTS

Clinch, M. J.
C o l e s , J . B. .

Language Course, Aden
1 R.W.K.
2nd

Poulsom, P. A. H.
S c h o o l i n g , R. F . .
Dawkins, G. A.

LIEUTENANTS
Ghana Army.
. 1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.

QUARTERMASTER
C o o k , E. S . , M.B.E.

( M a j . ) 6 K.A.R.

4th/5th

BATTALION

H o n o r a r y C o l o n e l : L t .  C o l . G . E. L. P a r d i n g t o n , M.B.E.,
Commanding Officer: Lt.Col. T. C. Coath

CAPTAINS
A.S.P.T., Aldershot.
I Buffs.
Staff College.
1 R.W.K.
D e p o t R.W.K.
H o m e C o u n t i e s B r i g a d e ( D e p o t P.S.)
1 R.W.K.
Staff College.
M o n s O.C.S.
F e d . M a l a y a Mil. F o r c e s .
H.Q., 3 9 I n f . B d e .
Coy. Comds. Course, Sch. of Inf.
Adjt. 1 R.W.K.
1 Mx.

Clarke, C. S
Dodson, K
Fletcher, J. S
Goodwin, P. J
Norton, J. D
Lygo, J. R
Leigh, P. S., M.C. .
Woolstencroft, D. H.
Neve, R. W„ M.C. .
Wood, W. R
Tarver, C. L
Newall, M. R. M. .
P y b u s , I. D
Durtnell, R. J . . . .

LIEUTENANTS
Taylor,

E. A
Butler, C . D. B
Langhorne, J
Hiscock, P
Cleaver, G. F
Smith, M. J
Champion, C. G
Pearce, N. C
Bateman, G. B
Holman, J. C
Whitty, R. H

A . D . C . , G.O.C., E. A n g l i a n D i s t .
(T/Capt.) Adjt. Depot, R.W.K.
H.Q. 1 6 I n d e p . P a r a . B d e .
1 R.W.K.
(T/Capt.) I R.W.K.
I R.W.K.
I R.W.K.
I R.W.K.
Depot Holdee, Sch. of Inf.
I R.W.K.
D e p o t R.W.K.

S e c o n d  i n  C o m m a n d : M a j o r F. S . B o b b y

MAJORS
L a r g e , J . L.
Pennells, H. D. A.
CalverJones, J.

Innes, C. A.
O g i l v i e , J . B.

CAPTAINS
D u g g a n , H. R.
R o b s o n , T . J . R.
Clemence, M. J.
W a t s o n , K. E.
S t a c e y , O.

George, P. M. J.
Nyren, M. V.
MorieyJacob, P. J.
Fraser, C. G.

LIEUTENANTS
Y o u n g , R. N
MacLachlar., S.
G r e g o r y , M . K.
C y s t e r , P . L.
S u t t o n , J . D.
Parslow, J. P.
B e r r e l l , G. K

T i z a r d , L. A . S .
Finnis, S . R .
C l i f f o r d , J . F.
Gibbs, W. J.
V a l p y , P . F.
B l u n t , P . S.
Taylor, M. S.

2nd
Smith, M. J.

LIEUTENANTS
C y s t e r , R. J .
ATTACHED

Maj. J. A. Barlas, R.A.M.C.
2nd
Pearson, C. J . . . .

1

R.W.K.

QUARTERMASTERS
Stephens, S. V
G r u b b J . E „ M.B.E. . .
H c g g a r t , E. J W
S i m p s o n , G . V . , M.B.E.

L t . R. P . G i l b e r t , R . A . P . C .

LIEUTENANTS

( C a p t . ) D e p o t , R.W.K.
T/Capt.
N o t t i n g h a m U n i v e r s i t y O.T.C.
fLt.) i R.W.K.
. .(Lt.) Ghana Army

NATIONAL
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt

S.
R.
R.
P.

E. C o n g i n g h a m
D. Wallace
A. Crane
G . Birch

SERVICE
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.

OFFICERS

R. C . R o b e r t s o n
P. J . S. F u r n e a u x
R. W . S h e l t o n  A g a r
W . G. L e c k i e

REGULAR OFFICERS — PERMANENT STAFF
M a j . C . F. Willis, M.B.E., T . D .
Trg. Ma;or and Adjt.
M a j . H. R. Gill ( Q u e e n ' s S u r r e y ) Q u a r t e r m a s t e r

f.D

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE
Why such a big name for
paper? Because today paper
is a giant. Think of it
just for a moment. "Paper"
means so many things—
from gaskets to dress patterns,
gentle facial tissues to
rugged fibreboard cases. It
claims sixth place in
British industry.
And of all the kinds you
ever find, many come from
Reed, one of the biggest
names in paper.

Britain's foremost makers
of paper, paperboard
and packaging products.
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"Editorial

We are deeply indebted to the Management and Staff
of the Kent Messenger for all their willing help and advice.

In reply to a telegram of greeting addressed to our
ColonelinChief, Her Royal Highness The Duchess of
Kent on the occasion of her birthday, the following was
received by the Colonel of the Regiment.
"Thank you and All Ranks of my Regiment for
your very kind message which I much appreciated."
Marina, ColonelinChief
*
*
*
*

From time to time we are asked to publish lists of
Officers who are no longer on the Regimental list and also
Officers who are reemployed. These lists are published
below, which are, as far as we know, correct, but if there
are any ommissions or amendments we should be glad to
receive them.

The Colonel of the Regiment sends his very best wishes
for Christmas and the New Year to all ranks both Past and
Present of the Queen's Own wherever they may be.
i>
«
«
«
Welcome to 1st Bn. The Buffs
E extend a most hearty welcome to our sister Regi
ment on their return from B.A.O.R.
Unfortunately the Colonel of the Regiment, Major
General D. E. B." Talbot, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C., was
not able to be present to welcome them in person, owing
to his military duties.
He sent the Commanding Officer of 1 Buffs the follow
ing signal.

W

" Personal for C.O. from MajorGeneral Talbot,
Colonel, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
Welcome home to Kent and best wishes to all ranks."
Lt. Col. D. H. Gwilliam, M.B.E., commanding the 1st
Bn. The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, repre
sented the Colonel of the Regiment on the quay. And a
representative party comprising Colonel R. O. Pulverman,
O.B.E., and the Standard Bearer of the Shorncliffe Branch
of the Past and Present Association were also present, and
were stationed with the Standards of The Buffs. Colonel
Pulverman has since received a very nice letter of appre
ciation from Lt. Col. R. H. Dendy who commands the 1st
Bn. The Buffs.
Our 1st Bn. Band were also on the quay to welcome
them home and the Battalion Transport was used to convey
them to Ross Barracks, Shorncliffe, their new home, which
adjoins Moore Barracks, where our 1st Bn. are stationed.

*

*

*

Serving Officers No Longer On The Regimental List
Maj.Gen. D. E. B. Talbot, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C.,
Colchester.
Maj.Gen. C. H. Tarver, C.B.E., D.S.O.; S.H.A.P.E.
Brig. A. R. Fyler, O.B.E.; F.A.R.E.L.F.
Brig. D. W. Jackson, O.B.E.; Colchester.
Col. P. E. Crook, D.S.O., O.B.E., B.A.; Salisbury.
Lt.Col. M. I* Read, M.C.; Muscat Forces.
Lt.Col. D. C. J. Manners; K.A.R.
ReEmployed Officers
Lt.Col. D. H. Andrews, M.C..; R.O. III.
Col. H. J. S. Brooke, O.B.E.; R.O. I, War Office.
Capt. C. L. Carey; R.O. Ill, Crowborough.
Lt.Col. C. S. Durtnell, O.B.E.; R.O. II, War Office,
Woolwich.
Lt.Col. A. A. Eason; R.O. Ill, Depot R.W.K.
Lt.Col. B. E. Hazelton, D.S.O., M.C.; R.O. Ill, Bovington
Camp.
Col. R. O. Pulverman, O.B.E.; R.O. Ill, Home Counties
District.
Maj.Gen. R. A. Riddell, C.B.E.; R.O. I, Defence Ministry.
Lt.Col. L. F. Steele, R.O. Ill, War Office.
*

*

*

*

*

*

*

The Editor would like to thank everybody who has
assisted in one way or another in producing the Queen's
Own Gazette during the past year.

*

Diaries
A few Regimental Diaries are still available at Regi
mental Headquarters.
Leather Bound at
Plexide Bound at

6/2
5/

Refills at
lt is with deep regret that we report that MajorGen.
V. Boucher, C.B., C.B.E., the Deputy Colonel designate of
the future amalgamated regiment, is ill in hospital in Lon
don. We wish him a speedy recovery.

*

*

3/1
*

*

4=
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Social and Personal

We offer belated birthday greetings to Lt.General Sir
James W. O'Dowda, our former Colonel, who celebrated
his birthday earlier this month. We wish him very many
Happy Returns of the Day.
*

*

*

*

We were very gratified to receive a letter from Major
Reggie Cocksedge, written from the Congo.
He states, " life in Leopoldville must not be judged too
much by the reportings of the Press and Television. We
often listen to the latter and are usually either quite amused
or annoyed to hear what a terribly dangerous life we are
leading in this City."
One piece of serious news in his letter: " Scotch has
disappeared, but private stocks not yet exhausted!" (Re
minds us of the chap who thought ALL food came out of
bottles).
Major Cocksedge concludes his letter by stating that
he is due for leave but is postponing it until the Spring:
" We cannot bear to miss any excitement here " ! ! !
Adverting to the remark above regarding the scarcity
of Scotch, we can only comment, " THAT'S THE SPJR1T."
Thanks again for your letter Reg. It might serve as an
inducement to more of our officers now serving in the
Congo—and elsewhere—to get out their biros.
*

*

*

*

Major K. M. Hunting has arrived home from Kenya
and is now residing in London, where, he states, he hopes
to remain. We hope to see him in person in due course when
he may be able to visit the Depot.
*

*

*

*

Some material changes affecting the Depot Staff will be
notified in the Officers' Page of the January issue of the
Q.O.G.
Major Ian Macmillan will have left us to take up a
Staff appointment. He was a very popular C.O. with all
ranks, and we wish him every success in his new job. His
successor as C.O. will be Captain John Norton, whose
popularity is already assured.
Good luck to them both.
*

*

*

*

Lt. M. J. Clinch—ex. 1st Bn.—has helped us immensely
by writing to inform us that he is now with the Sultan's
Armed Forces in Muscat (where the raisins come from).
Information like this helps us to keep our books straight
and saves us cash by not having Q.O.G.'s returned marked
" Gone away."
*

*

*

*

Graham Burrell, Esq.. who is in Montreal on business,
informs us that he did not have the chance to visit either of
our affiliated Canadian Regiments owing to the distance
element involved. He hopes to visit Canada again in the
future and may then achieve success. We offer him our
thanks for his trouble.
*

*

*

*

Mr. Harry Brown, of North Bay, Ontario, in a letter
to Major R. Brown of Dartford, expressed the wish that
the latter would ask us to remember him to all his old
comrades in the Regiment through the medium of the
Q.O.G. This we gladly do!
Harry Brown was an Orderly Room Clerk, and later,
a Signaller when the Regiment was quartered in the Grand

325

Shaft Barracks in 1906. Amongst the many with whom he
served he mentions Harry Elson.
1906 is a long time ago, and it is amazing to note how
many of his old mates he still remembers.
We wish him a very Happy New Year.
*

*

*

*

A good percentage of our visitors this month were
mainly concerned with the purchase of Christmas Cards
and Diaries. The following signed up:
I. E. B. Harrison, Esq., G. A. Dawkins, Esq., Major
Rex Shearborn (who was on leave from B.A.O.R. for a
day, and somehow wangled it into a week), J. C. Holman,
Major Tony Franklin, Capt. C. L. Tarver, from Ulster, and
finally Capt. Bill Stitt, the fountain of Regimental know
ledge, and Capt. Woolsencroft.
*

*

*

*

Max Beale, Esq. (father of Karl) has given up farming
in Devon and has made his stamping ground in Brighton.
He formerly farmed at Sissinghurst close to where the
Editor now resides.
*
H=
*
*
David Drew, our office Ethelred, has forsaken us to
resume his civil employment as a boiler maker. We shall
miss his naive little subterfuges to catch the 5 p.m. Dartford
Express, such as " any letters to post?" (about 3 p.m.);
" Any shopping to be done?" " Got enough stamps, etc.,
etc.," Finally we note that our office clock has lost its ten
dencies to get half an hour fast daily.
We forgive him, as we hope to be forgiven, and wish
him the best of good fortune in the future and hope that
he will make bigger and better boilers than ever were
manufactured in Pittsburg.
*

*

*

*

Finally, we wish all of the readers of this column a
Very Happy New Year. Next year your good wishes will
be printed in " Invicta," The Regimental Journal of The
Queen' Own Buffs, The Royal Kent Regiment, and I feel
sure they will be just as sincere as those which are now
proffered.
T.P.M.

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AND DEATHS
BIRTHS
O'Brien
To Patricia (nee Bainton) wife of Pte. O'Brien, a son,
Anthony, on 25th September, 1960, at Helena Families
Hospital, Shorncliffe.
Rickcord
On November 26th. 1960, to Audrey, wife of Major M.
B. Rickcord (A.A.T.C., B.F.P.O. 16)—a daughter, sister to
Jennifer and Rowena.
ENGAGEMENT
Mr. M. J. Smith and Miss J. B. Smallwood
The engagement is announced between Michael John
Smith, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, son
of Mr. and Mrs. R. E. Smith, of St. Martin's Lodge, Rotting
dean, Sussex, and Josephine Brigit, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. E. C. Smallwood, of Fairways, Hythe, Kent.
MARRIAGES
James—Styance
Pte. K. James, 1st Bn. Queen's Own, to Brenda June
Styance, at lghtham Parish Church on 22nd October, 1960.
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DEATHS
Leigh
The death took place at his home in Dartford, on 17th
August, 1960, of Thomas John Leigh, late W.O.II of The
Queen's Own.
Beagley
The death took place at his home in Godstone of John
Beagley, on 28th November, 1960. (See obituary by Mr. G.
H. Cockell.)
We offer our sincere sympathy to the relatives of the
deceased.
4

OBITUARY
MR. JOHN BEAGLEY
John Beagley joined up at the Bromley Drill Hall on
August 7th, 1914, and was posted to 5th Bn. and eventually
sailed with it to India, serving in Jhansi, Nowshera, Rawal
Pindi, Barian (in Murrce Hills), Jubblepore and, finally,
Inetta on the North Eastern Frontier whence he went for
training with the newly formed 261 Machine Gun Coy.
When fully trained the Company was sent to France and
finished up at Tournai with the signing of the armistice,
and he was demobilised in early 1919.
He had been ill for over four years and was forced to
retire prematurely. Finally he succumbed to coronorary
thrombosis in Purley Peace Memorial Hospital, and was
laid to rest at Godstone on 3rd December, 1960.
Over three dozen floral tributes were sent by many of
his relations and friends, and included one from the Regi
ment and one from the Godstone Branch of the British
Legion of which he was a much respected member. Many
members of the British Legion and also his former fellow
employees of the London Transport Bus Garage, Godstone,
paid their last respects to him on the route of cortege.
It is to be regretted that such a likeable person should
be taken from us at the comparative early age of 66 years.
He leaves a widow, a son and two daughters to mourn his
loss, in addition to brothers and sisters.
G. H. COCKELL.
THE LATE SIDNEY KEYES, R.W.K.
More information is sought regarding the circum
stances under which Lt. Sidney Keyes met his death
whilst serving with the 1st Battalion in North Africa in
1943. All that is known is that Lt. Keyes of 'C' Company,
after the capture of the objective on Hill Pt. 133, was sent
forward with a patrol none of whose members were ever
seen alive again. It was presumed that the patrol was am
bushed or else ran into the counter attack which was made
on the Company shorllv afterwards, this was on 29th April,
1943.
The information is being asked for by Mr. John
Guenther, an American, who is writing a biography of
Sidney Keyes who was a poet of considerable distinction.
Will anyone who can throw any light on the subject of
what happened to Sidney Keyes please get in touch with
Lt.Col. J. M. Haycraft at The Forge Cottage, Bishops
bourne, Canterbury (Telephone Bridge 251) or write direct
to Mr. John Guenther at 16 Hix Avenue, Rye, New York,
U.S.A.
Sidney Keyes was buried in the Military Cemetery at
Massicault, which is east of MedjezelBab on the road to
Tunis.
J.M.H.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Dear Sir,
On behalf of the family of J. Beagley, I wish to express
our sincere thanks for the wreath of flowers sent by you to
my father's funeral. We all thought this was a very wonder
ful gesture from members of a Regiment of which he was
very proud. Our sincere thanks to you all.
Yours sincerely,
P. J. Beagley.
Dear Mr. Editor,
Regarding your note in the November issue about
my meeting Mr. Stewart in Broadstairs. Not only was
he with the 2nd Bn. but, he went out to Mesopotamia
on the same ship that I did. He was one of a draft of
250 from the 9lh Bn. I was one of 250 from the 3rd Bn.
at Fort Darland, Chatham.
We sailed from Devonport on the 11th December,
1915, on board the Kinfauns Castle. We (the 500 men
of the Queen's Own) were commanded by officers of the
Ox and Bucks L.l. There were about 1,700 troops on
the ship and sardines were never packed much more
tightly.
We had a grim lime going through the Bay of
Biscay but after that it was quite pleasant. At Port Said
they took away our Home Service Tunics and Slacks and,
from then on it was Khaki Drill.
At the mouth of the Persian Gulf we were trans
shipped on to the Kara Deniz, a captured Turkish ship
which had just been to India with a load of Turkish
prisonersofwar. Down below she was filthy. The fleas
and lice were terrible. The troops tried to a man to
live above deck but, as the ship had no cargo, this
resulted in her becoming topheavy and listing very badly.
At certain times such as when she had to get through a
blockage the Turks had tried to make by sinking two
ships across the river, the troops had to be distributed
down in the holds to get her on to an even keel. It was
frightful.
Arrived at Basra, we spent a few nights in the
Customs shed, an enormous place, and then to Ashar
Barracks (Turkish Barracks). After about a week we
started off on our march up to KutalAmara. We carried
our packs with greatcoats in them, but our tents and
blankets went by Arab river boats (Mahelas). The night
we arrived a Qurna our tents and blankets did not. Did
I mention Khaki Drill ! To add to the gaiety, we had
snow that night. Qurna is the reputed site of the Garden
of Eden, and I think it is quite something to be able to say
one has seen snow on the palm trees in the Garden of Eden.
Another incident that occurred at Qurna I recall.
We were detailed to do some fatigue work aboard a
river boat full of wounded which had just come down
the Tigris. Whilst moving along one of the passages
below deck, an officer lying on a stretcher spoke to two
or three of us. It was Colonel Pedley, C.O. of the 2nd
Bn. He had been wounded, in Kut I think, got out
and was on his way to hospital.
I wonder if there are many Kinfauns Castlers still
about (beside Mr. Stewart and myself, that is). I should
like to hear of or from them. I had some wellknown
characters in my platoon. " Onion " Hill was one of them.
On parade he was Hill 60 (the last two figures of his
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regimental number) and he was with the 1st Bn. at Hill
60 I believe. Another wellknown character was Jonas
Hawkes. There were quite a lot of Regular soldiers in
our part of the draft who had completed their seven years
with the Colours before the war began and had been
called up from the Reserve. Quite a lot of them were
wellknown in the 2nd Bn.
I hope I haven't been too boring with all this, but
meeting Mr. Stewart brought it all back so vividly, I
thought it worth a mention.—J. T. LEIGH.

PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS
Extracts from London Gazette Supplements
REGULAR ARMY
Short Service Commission
2/Lt. Dennis Henry Baker (466757) from Reg. Army Nat.
Serv. List to be 2/Lt. 19th October, 1960, with seniority
10th September, I960. For service with the Ghana
Army.
National Service List
2/Lt. M. S. Barnes (460824) relinquishes his commission
12th October, 1960.
The undermentioned Cadets to be 2/Lts. 10th September,

display — the Brigade Curator, Mr. Woodcock, had made
the most of the temporary accommodation.
This was a good time to see how best The Queen's
Own could be represented in the Museum. Apart from
the exhibits already loaned, it was decided to include a
Scarlet Uniform. Mess kit and a Blue Side Hat. Unfortun
ately, the only mess kit we have at the Depot at present
is in poor condition.
I am therefore making an appeal for:—
OFFICER'S MESS KIT
OFFICER'S BLUE SIDE HAT
The Curator would be most grateful to hear from
any officer willing to present any of the above kit for
exhibition at the Brigade Museum, Canterbury.
R.L., Curator
REGIMENTAL CAR BADGES
The badge is made of heavily chromeplated metal with
the cap badge set in a background of the Regimental
Colours in vitreous enamel.
f

icafl

i960:

23754046 Peter Richard Faulks (466765);
23755984 Dennis Henry Baker (466757);
23608565 Christopher Walter Graham Thompson
(466778).
Army Emergency Reserve of Officers
National Service List
2/Lt. M. S. Barnes (460824) from Reg. Army Nat. Serv.
List to be 2/Lt. 12th October, 1960, with seniority 16th
May, 1959.
2/Lt. A. G. Hill (460485) from Reg. Army Nat. Serv. List
to be 2/Lt. 28th September, 1960, with seniority 18th
April, 1959.
2/Lt. D. H. Gillingham (461155) from Reg. Army Nat.
Serv. List to be 2/Lt. 26th October, 1960, with seniority
13th June, 1959.
2/Lt. A. J. A. Sluce (461170) from Reg. Army Nat. Serv.
List to be 2/Lt. 26th October, 1960, with seniority 13th
June, 1959.
2/Lt. M. S. Barnes (460824). The notification in Gazette
(Supplement) dated 8th November, 1960, is cancelled.


HONOURS AND AWARDS
TERRITORIAL ARMY
The Queen has been graciously pleased to confer the award
of the Territorial Efficiency Decoration upon Major
J. CalverJones (357829) R.W.K.
4

REGIMENTAL MUSEUM
(~|N Friday, November 25th, the Colonel of the Regiment,
Lt.Colonel Gwilliam, Major Macmillan and myself
were guests at the opening of the Brigade Museum at
Canterbury.
The exhibits, loaned from the various Regiments
forming the Home Counties Brigade, made a colourful

  ~

._

The cost is 26/9 post free. — Apply to the Editor,
"Queen's Own Gazette,'' Regimental Headquarters, The
Barracks, Maidstone.
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THE REGIMENTAL SILVER
We are indebted to the Kent Messenger for the use of the blocks and the article on Regimental Silver.

Regimental silver statuettes of The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, with the Sevastopol centrepiece
The Buffs and The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment each own a fortune in regimental silver. The
greater part will be distributed to not so welloff Army
Depots and Schools before the amalgamation. Only the
most cherished and most beautiful pieces will be handed
over to the amalgamated regiment.
It would be impossible for the regiment to carry the
double collection about, insuring it would be costly, and
keeping it in good condition would be a nonstop chore.
The Royal West Kent Regiment have had their collec
tion revalued recently and were told it was worth more than
£20,000. The Buffs' silver is roughly equal in value.
Each regiment has a famous table centrepiece. The
Buffs have three versions of theirs.

This depicts the immortal defence of the regimental
colours at Albuera, in the Peninsula War. It shows a French
officer on horseback, and Lt. Lathom successfully clinging
to the colours though he had lost an arm and his head had
been badly injured.
Lt. Lathom not only survived the battle, but continued
to serve until 1827, married on his retirement, had nine
children and died in 1855.
The Royal West Kent Regiment centrepiece, a tall
column with battle scenes in relief, was purchased by offi
cers of the 2nd Battalion (the 97th Foot) who pooled their
gratuities after the Crimean War to do so.
Second most cherished piece of the Royal West Kent
Regiment is a large silver cup in the shape of a pa!m tree.
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Regimental silver statuettes of The Buds with the Lathom centrepiece
It was presented to them by Prince Waldemar of Prussia,
who was seconded to them for service in the Sikh Wars.
Whatever treasures have to be parted with, each regi
ment will bring to the amalgamation its cherished collection
of silver statuettes.
The Royal West Kent Regiment have 12 of these, of
officers and men in the uniforms they have worn since the
regiment was founded. The collection was brought up to
date in 1957 when the serving officers jointly bought a
figure of a man in combat uniform, as worn in Cyprus.
The Buffs have nine similar statuettes.
Their latest came from Australia. A Territorial bat
talion there, which is affiliated to the Buffs, bought a statue
of a soldier in the '"Diggers" uniform of the last war. They
gave this to an officer to present to The Buff's and he
carried it about with him for two years before he visited
The Buffs in Germany and was able to make the presen
tation.
When a final choice has been made, and larger pieces
distributed to Army formations all over the country, it is
likely that some of the smaller pieces will be offered for
sale to past and present officers. Some cf the more bat
tered cups will be sold.

HISTORY
OF

THE QUEEN'S OWN
ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT
1920—1950
by

LT.COL.

H.

D.

CHAPLIN

PRICE (including packing and postage) 12/

1881 — 1914

PRICE (including packing and postage) 11/

A Short Account of its Origins, Service and
Campaigns, 17561956. Price 1 /  post free
Copies can be obtained from:—

REGIMENTAL HEADQUARTERS,
THE BARRACKS,
MAIDSTONE,
KENT

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

330

:

News

from



Battalions :


1st B A T T A L I O N

N

OVEMBER has not been
one of our happier
months. We need say little
about the weather; those with
any experience of Shorncliffe
know only too well what it is
like under the buffeting of
November gales and driving
rain. These have not made
our preparations for the
Annual Inspection any easier
and many drill parades have
ended prematurely in a
scamper for shelter. In addi
tion the Battalion has been
involved in a number of odd
jobs with the result that we
have had only about half our
normal strength in barracks
for a large part of the month.
A composite company
under command of Maj. Ted
Osborne, aided by Mr. Neil
Pearce and Mr. Chris Thomp
son spent a fortnight at the Army School of Civil Defence at
Millom. Sgt. Leiper and 15 volunteers are away in Portu
gal helping to run the R.M.A. Sandhurst training camp.
Whilst they are the target of some envious remarks the
following extract from their joining instructions strikes
a warning note: " By day the weather is warm at this time
of year (when it is not raining!)." A party of other volun
teers under Cpl. Dowe returned from F.V.R.D.E. where
they had been testing the ventilation of a new vehicle under
extreme conditions of heat and cold. A party of non
volunteers spent a couple of days potato picking. Yet
another party were involved for the best part of a week
masquerading as Guardsmen for a film entitled " The
Queen's Guards"; apparently there were at the time not
enough guardsmen available for this job!
The whole Battalion were stood to early in the month
to assist with flood relief. Our main projected task was to
build a bridge in Maidstone High Street, but the flood
waters subsided and it was left to the Depot to make the
Regiment's name on TV by carrying the younger and more
attractive female citizens of Maidstone to and fro across
the flooded streets.
We have been able to do very little field training be
cause of the weather and the temporary shortage of men,
however the rifle companies have carried out some escape
and evasion exercises and the rain gave us a good oppor

tunity to see a number of training films and to do some
concentrated education, the results of which have been most
satisfactory.
On Remembrance Sunday the whole Battalion took
part in a Garrison Church Parade and Service at St. Mark's
Garrison Church, after which the Salute was taken by the
District Commander, MajorGeneral Gleadell. Major
Geoff Winstanley laid a wreath on behalf of the Battalion
at the Folkestone War Memorial.
The Joint Amalgamation Committee held a meeting in
the Officers' Mess on 12th November and we were glad to
welcome the Bulls' members of the committee—Brigadier
Joe Parry, Lt.Colonels Ted Argles and Ned Knocker and
Major Geoffrey Cox. It has given us all great pleasure
to hear that the Borough of Folkestone has decided to con
fer upon The Queen's Own Buffs, The Royal Kent Regi
ment the right of freedom of entry into the Borough.
On 21st November the Commanding Officer, R.S.M.,
Drum Major and C.S.M. Spalding supported by the Band
represented the Battalion on the quayside at Folkestone to
welcome home from Germany 1st Battalion, The Buffs.
They are now alongside us in Ross Barracks and we shall
begin to integrate as soon as they return from leave. On
24th November, Lt.Colonel Richard Dendy, Commanding
Officer designate of the amalgamated Battalion and six
officers of The Buffs dined in the Officers' Mess.
During the month we received a visit from Major
General D. Peel Yates, D.S.O., O.B.E., Chief of Staff,
Eastern Command. .Some of our readers will remember
him as G.S.O. 14th Division in Italy and Greece. Amongst
other visitors was Major John Wilson, Intelligence Corps,
sometime Adjutant of the Battalion.
Our congratulations to Pte. and Mrs. O'Brien on the
birth of a son; to Pte. James on his marriage; to Mr. John
Gerelli and Capt. Peter Moffit, R.A.M.C., on their pro
motion.
We welcome Mr. Garwain Dawkins from Mons O.C.S.,
and Sgt. Aylmore from 4/5th Bn.
We have to report the first sporting success of the
amalgamated Battalion—2nd Round Army Football Cup,
1 Queen's Own Buffs 6, 20 Fd. Regt., R.A., 2.

"A" COMPANY
Readers will remember that last month's notes
portended several major changes in the Battalion organisa
tion stemming mainly from the change of role of "D" Coy.
from a Rifle Coy. to a Cadre Coy.
These changes affected "A" Coy. quite a lot by the
transfer in of a complete platoon from "D" Coy., and other
individual moves. In order to maintain the gentle reader
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Here's one pack it's a pleasure to carry—
Kreemys, the new Sharp's toffees in the
handy pack. Buy a packet of scarlet
and gold wrapped Kreemys today
—they're delicious!

EDWARD

SHARP

&

SONS

LTD.,

The

Toffee

Specialists,

MAIDSTONE,

KENT
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fully in the picture we show below the present "A" Coy.
organisation:—
Coy. H.Q.
O.C. Coy.: Major R. G. WINSTANLEY.
2IC.: Capt. P. R. LEIGH.
C.S.M.: C.S.M. LEVETT.
C.Q.M.S.: C/Sgt. KELLY.
No. 1 PI.
PI. Comd.: Lt. HOLMAN.
PI. Sgt.: Sgt. KINCHETT.
Sec. Comds.: Cpl. GARROOD,
Cpl. WATSON,
Cpl. PETNEY.
No. 2 PI.
PI. Comd.: 2/Lt. THOMPSON.
PI. Sgt.: Sgt. GORDON.
Sec. Comds.: Cpl. PINK,
Cpl. WALLACE,
Cpl. WATCHOUSE.
No. 3 PI.
PI. Comd.: Lt. GERRELLI.
PI. Sgt.: Sgt. SHIELDS.
See. Comds.: Cpl. COOPER,
L/Cpl. WATSON,
L/Cpl. LACEY.
Should any particularly attentive reader to the 1st.
Battalion notes perhaps notice a similarity in the prose
contained in these notes to that which they may have
enjoyed elsewhere, the reason is, of course, that your corres
pondent himself has been involved in postings and has
gratefully accepted employment in this column. (He hastens
to add that he was not employed by either the News
Chronicle or the Star previously).
After a few days settling down in our new organisation
we began some Escape and Evasion Training. Each of the
three exercises we did coincided with heavier and heavier
downpours of rain. Despite this we mostly managed to
successfully "escape and evade." Lt. Thompson, one dark
wet and windy night, managed to step into a wellfilled ditch
which immersed him up to his armpits; since, however, he
was already well saturated this wasn't, however, quite as
terrible as it may sound.
No. 2 PL, complete with the oddreinforcement from
other platoons, has spent three weeks up at Millom in
Cumberland at a Civil Defence Training Centre where they
form part of a 1 R.W.K. Composite Company learning all
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about heavy rescue, light rescue, first aid and so on and so
forth.
We have had some people away for a couple of weeks
at A.F.V.R.E. at Chobham, where they have have been
used as guineapigs in hot weather trials for new forms of
armoured vehicles.
This cannot have been quite as gruesome as it sounds
since Pie. Cazeaux's first request on return to ShornclilTe
was for a long weekend in order to celebrate his engagement
with the traditional party.
As the grisly shadows of the Annual Administration
Inspection grow daily nearer the tempo, of checking,
cleaning and painting increase proportionately. Letters to
Santa Claus have already been duplicated in large numbers
requesting the present of complete, new, well pressed, and
clearly marked Kits to arrive about ten days earlier than
usual, on about 14th December, 1960, for preference.
An event of note that has occurred during the month
has been the winning by the Company of the Battalion
InterCoy. Novices Boxing Championship. The team was
very ably led by Cpl. Pink and included L/Cpl. Basset and
Humm, Cpl. Watchouse, Ptes. Anderson, Funnel, Moore
and Green. This was a jolly good show and we all congratu
late our pugulistic comrades on their feat. The team was
trained by that old expert puncher, Cpl. Wallace.
Meanwhile until next month when he hopes to bring
readers new stories of skill and daring, your correspondent,
most reluctantly sign off in order to prepare his boots for
R.S.M.'s Drill Parade.
1 Platoon
This was a strange month when members of the platoon
disappeared all over the country doing odd jobs and going
on courses.
We started oil" with an intensive 3rd Class Education
course taken by the PI. comds. and it was strange to see
Ptes. Ruck and Longhurst chewing pencils and looking
worried while the intricacies of mathematics were explained.
Most of us took the exam and we are all waiting for the
results.
During this time we also had to be ready for Flood
Relief, and of course the floods came up at a weekend, we
were ready to go to the help of Maidstone, but, in fact, we
were not needed as the rain stopped and the Medway went
down, thank goodness!
Then we had the big split up as Ptes. Marsden, Ruck,
Longhurst, Hendley, Mills, Rose, and Carney went off to a
Civil Defence Course at Millom to learn all about helping
people in distress. Ptes. Goulding, Kilburn, and Humphries
went off to Chobham to do some experimenting with
vehicles and have now come back having thoroughly
enjoyed themselves. L/Cpl. Remedious has gone to Portugal
to help with the Sandhurst Camp and lastly we said goodbye
to Pte. Joiner who regretfully went back to farming at
Canterbury.
The Annual Adm. Inspection is looming near and there
is great cleaning and polishing going on getting ready for it.
Pte. Hendley seems to have lost most of his kit so the Colour
Sgt. will be pretty busy.
The Regulars.
2 Platoon
At last, after every inconceivable course, the new 2
Platoon boasts a strength of twenty persons. Few weeks ago
we had only six men in the Platoon and the lists of people on
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different courses called out by our PI. Sgt. at muster parade
seemed never ending.

have been thrown back and preparations made for the
impending Adm. inspection.

The N.C.O. Cadre in which Pte. Myles did very well
and came out with a 'B' Grading is over. Cook, Champion,
and Cazeaux are back from an R.A.C. Vehicle Testing
Course which, from what they inform me, consisted of
being baked alive in a Ferrett. They are tanned but content.

Everyone is now wielding paint brushes and stamping
kit, much to the horror of L/Cpl. Lacy, recently returned
from a cadre course at Canterbury.

On the 6th November, the rest of the platoon, Mr.
Thompson, Sgt. Gordon, Cpl. Walchouse, L/Cpl. Humm
and five men moved north to the Army School of Civil
Defence at Millom in Cumberland. We all learnt everything
from tying a reefknot, instead of a granny knot, to taking
up a defensive position to dig people out instead of digging
in. At the weekend a party went for a tour round the Lake
District, saw a snow capped mountain and marvelled at the
power of the good old 3tonner on the steep Lake Districts'
gradients. We finished off the two weeks course with a night
exercise. A thunderflash symbolised the explosion of an
Hbomb and amid the cries and screams of two hundred
National Servicemen made up by "casualty faking" and
lying in ghastly positions trapped by tons of fall out rubble
we deployed our sections armed with stretchers instead of
weapons to administer to the panicstricken men. The only
unrealistic part of this exercise was to work up to a
casualty standing in a collapsed room and be told by him.
with a broad smile, that he had broken his spine. There was
next to nothing to do in the evenings and although we all
learnt ghastly possibilities of an Hbomb attack everyone
was glad to return to Moore Barracks.
Last but not least, we heartily congratulate those from
2 PI. who did so well for "A" Coy., playing a major part in
winning the Battalion Boxing Cup. Well done Cpl. Pink,
L/Cpl. Bassett and Pte. Murray. Cpl. Wallace having just
completed a Boxing Course, trained the team.
A few days ago the end of "days to do" came for Pte.
(Blondy) Kendall. We wish him very good luck and thank
him for the painting he has done to help prepare the
barrack room, for the Adm. Inspection due in a few weeks.
Tommy.
3 Platoon
Norfolk is now but a memory, and having once more
proved its superiority, not only over the rest of the Battalion,
but also over 19 Brigade, 3 PI. has returned to Shorncliffe.
The PI. has been in constant flux. We have said goodbye
to those 5822 stalwarts, Cpl. Roger Brown, Ptes. Dick
Moore, Slim Wellings, Porky Rowlands, Bill Winders and
Dave Davis. Cpl. Brown took a C.D. Course at Millom, in
Cumberland, before doffing uniform for the last time.
Ptes. Parsons, Pilbeam, Hart, Smith, and White have
also made the pilgrimage to Millom. They now revel in
swathing victims, willing or otherwise, in yards of dubious
bandages.
Ptes. Jones, Keane, Moore 708, Metcalf, Roberts,
Williams, and Bayliss, rebelling against the bracing winds
of Folkestone, have moved into the smoke of East Acton,
where they are helping the R.E.'s to sort the Services
Christmas Post.
Pte. Moran's migration has been more complete. He
has wangled an attachment to Portugal, where, no doubt
he is giving those ladies of Lisbon the benefit of his voice.
The remaining few, at one time down to L/Cpl. Watson
and two men, have kept the flag flying. The recent floods

Despite all this, normal routine has continued. There
has been some very interesting training on day and night
escape and evasion.
Pte. Anderson has maintained the Pi's, usual standard
by becoming lightmiddleweight champion in the Battalion
Novices Boxing Competition.
We welcome Sgt. Shields and Cpl. Wallace from "D"
Coy., also Pte. Gatton from the Depot. Not forgetting
"Patch", Mr. Gerellis' dog, which has been appointed PI.
mascot.
The Allokeefics.

" C " COMPANY
Company H.Q.
The scene is Shorncliffe—the period, early November,
1960.
" Sergeant Major, I want two soldiers for . . ."
" Sorry, Sir, can't have 'em."
" Why not ? "
" Well, you see, it's like this. There's twelve making
films at Rye—five in the sweat box at Chobham—four at
school—five on Courses—two in hospital—twenty off to
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Millom next week—ten to Portugal the week after—three on
permanent football fatigues—four boxers . .
and so on
ad infinitum (which includes those on unofficial leave !)
It remains a mystery how any at all have been available
for such sideshows as Flood Relief StandBy, Remembrance
Day Church Parade, Potato Picking, 3rd Class Education,
Escape Training . . . Enough ?
That's our news for this month, except to say goodbye
to the doyen of our Corps of storemen, Pte. Parkin, who has
now retired from the Army after " months " of valuable
service ! We wish him every success for the future.
Eros.
7 Platoon
Since we last went to press, there has been an unpre.
cedented run down on our strength. We gather that the
remaining few are likely to go to Portugal soon. However,
muchneeded replacements are returning from Millom,
where Civil Defence is all the rage.
Congratulatons are due to Ptes. Harvey, Ellis, Andews
and Phillips for having a go in the Coy. Boxing Team.
Unfortunately, opposition was greater than expected ! Even
so, they produced half our Company team, out of this
Platoon.
Education, in various forms has been a dominating
factor recently. When it was all over, rumours indicated
that " Nobby " and " Ron " had caught the fever. Rumour,
for once, proved right, and since then our room has been
swamped with a variety of maps, as well as general know
ledge books ! Wellmeant advice, from all sides, has been
rejected !

Battalion Novices' Championships made many eyes glint,
notably Ptes. Tom Brown and Johnny Lynch, who battled
their way to pint tankards, and Robin Heath, who schemed
his way to a halfpint one, managing to avoid any physical
contact in the process. Pte. Dicky Bird showed he knew
how to use his head—if not his fists—and is also on the
Battalion short list.
The time of the faithful few left behind is largely
occupied polishing the barrack room and doing guards, but
Dicky Bird managed to find time to drop a locker on his
foot and Robin Heath to fall down a well. In addition we
took time off to tell Tonbridge School C.C.F. one or two
things—but hope they don't remember too much.
Rogers Dodgers.
9 Platoon
I write these notes from the confines of "C" Coy. Office
under the new title of 9 PI. With the Adm. Inspection loom
ing ahead, the Platoon has been busy trying to bull the
barrack room, hindered by the stamping feet of Sgt. Leiper
and his flamenca quartet of Ptes. " Twinkletoes " Kennett,
"Antonio" Hursell, Farnham of the flying feet, and
" Rubber Hips " Graham.
It is rumoured that the Platoon has been offered a block
contract to appear in a number of sordid Hollywood epics
after their efforts in the making of a film entitled " The
Queen's Guards." We are all looking forward to it coming
out on general release !
Cpl. Dowe and Pte. Redmond have just spent three
weeks acting as guinea pigs for the scientists of the

Other rumours indicated that our future " adm " was to
exclude " Bull." This time rumours proved very wrong !
As a result, everything is now acquiring a brilliant shine.
Another reenlistment has joined our gallant ranks;
namely, Pte. Smith (Rolls Royce) — who served in the
Platoon back in Cyprus days. To mark the occasion he
blacked all the stoves and then proceeded to entertain us
with Donald Duck impersonations !
Social and Persona!'.
1. For Sale: One secondhand Poppy. Still slightly
damp.
2. " EAK " has joined the Chair Polishers' Union.
3. Paddy O'Brien having returned from the British
Military Hospital, Shorncliffe, at last, has elected
to remain a " Silent Sevener " rather than face the
leisurely life of a Signaller.
Ever So Silent Seven.
8 Platoon
At the time of writing the list of the Platoon in station
reads: 1 Officer, 1 Lance Corporal and 4 Privates. The rea
sons for this are various. Sgt. Dawson is spending two
weeks at Millom, Cumberland, training 8 men of the
Platoon and others of the Company in Civil Defence.
Others are on leave, sick at home or away with other com
plaints. The most lasting effect on our strength was the
posting of 5 stalwarts to the Queen's Surreys on route for
Aden, including Ptes. Tippett (Platoon Commander slave),
Frost (a furious Arab), Williams (a mortarman of note),
Kempton (a native of Croydon) and Pope (hail and farewell
in a fortnight).
Activities during the period have included Rugger (Cpl.
Mick Berry and L./Cpl. Ferguson and the Platoon Com
mander) and Boxing. The sparkle of the silver in the
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F.V.R.D.E., Chobham, who have done their best to make an
idle life spent riding in vehicles as uncomfortable as pos
sible. Judging from Redmond's reluctance to sit down,
they have been pretty successful.
We look forward, in the next few weeks, to drill,
polish, more drill and more polish until the blissful time
arrives when the Adm. Inspection will be over for another
year. Would it be too much to say " Roll on " ?
The Starlets.

SUPPORT COMPANY
This last month has involved so many people in doing
various jobs that we have decided that notes from the
Platoons are impossible. Stanford having been a little too
strenuous for him, Capt. West decided to take a fortnight's
leave on return, but unfortunately the necessity for it was
heightened by the fact that he managed to break a couple of
ribs while playing rugger — however, he has now happily
recovered.
Such have been the demands on us during the past
month that more often than not it has been possible to
count those present in the Company on one hand. To begin
with, all those not in possession of a 3rd Class Certificate of
Education sat the exam, and all but three passed—a com
mendable effort. At the same time we provided a team for
the interCompany boxing, sent Mr. Pearce, Sgt. Rickwood
and 20 others off to Millom for a fortnight to learn about
Civil Defence, packed Pte. Woollven off to Portugal to help
with the R.M.A.S. Camp and, last but not least, even pro
vided a potatolifting team to help out one of the many
farmers whose crops risked being lost owing to the recent
flooding. Judging from the remarks heard from the latter
party, it seems that they would prefer to peel potatoes rather
than pick them in future.
Our next main worry is the Administrative Inspection,
and the usual turmoil which precedes such an event is well
in evidence. December 15th is fast approaching, but we
will not bore you with the details—you all know the form
far too well so we will all keep our fingers crossed.
We welcome back into the Company Pte. Hawkins, who
has had a short stay with the Signal PI. We bid farewell to
Sgt. Coleman, who has gone to do a tour of duty as Sgts.'
Mess Caterer, after which he will take over command of the
Unit Pioneers.

H.Q. COMPANY
Once again Administration Parade rears its ugly head;
the Company drill is being carefully tutored twice a week
and the C.S.M. was seen to pull a carefullybrowned set of
books out of the oven last weekend !
Some of our boys are going to Aden with the Queen's
Surreys, namely, Ptes. Tommy Thompson and Mike Collins,
of the Intelligence Section, and our two arms storemen,
George Bleakley and Mike Biggins. At time of writing
they are busily engaged, apparently, in picking potatoes in
the Colchester area. We wish them the best of luck on
their new posting.
As a result, we welcome two new arms storemen to
Coy. H.Q.. Pte. Johnny Bloss, and Dave Whitehouse, who
recently achieved the rank of Lance Corporal after 20
months of skiving in the Signals.
We also welcome 2/Lt. G. A. (Lofty) Dawkins as the
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Company Officer. Maj. D. S. Scull, like all of us, is fed up
with the English weather and has got himself posted to
Singapore for secondment to Singapore Military Forces for
three years.
We congratulate L./Cpl. Emmerson for his per
formance in the Novices' Boxing Competition. He entered
as Heavyweight at only three days' notice and survived to
the 3rd round, whence the now Heavyweight Novice Cham
pion won by a technical knockout.
Some of the Company attended a Commanding
Officers' Conference which had been convened to discuss
why chaps do not sign on in the Regular Army. During the
course of the conference quite a few laughs ensued especially
when one soldier produced a pair of " drawers, cellular," to
fit a very small Private soldier. In point of fact, they would
have been ideal for " Fred Emney," or perhaps a certain
lady M.P.?
Before we close the notes for yet another month, I must
mention that C.S.M. Simmonite, who has faithfully served
Headquarters Coy. for
years, leaves the Battalion on or
about the 6th January, 1961. We will all be sorry to see
him go. Our loss will be a gain for the 4th/5th Bn., where
he is to serve as P.S.I. His main worry at the moment is
finding a job a'fter that; we tried to help but apparently he
doesn't want to navigate a boat down the Mississippi. How
ever, we wish him all the very best, and with this White
Paper about the T.A. going the rounds, if it does pass
through Parliament, we will probably be welcoming him
back every time there is a standto.
Order of Battle
Maj. D. S. Scull, O.C. (Some like it hot); 2/Lt. G. A.
Dawkins, Company Officer (Scrum down); C.S.M. Sim
monite, C.S.M. (Leaves for T.A. soon); C./Sgt. Tillman,
C.Q.M.S. (Ain't got none); Sgt. Samson, Accn. N.C.O. (Run
ning out); Cpt. Watt, Company Orderly Sgt. (Days to do);
L./Cpl. Emmerson, Part II Order Clerk (Two luvverly black
eyes); L./Cpl. Whitehouse, N.C.O. i/c Arms Store (The
tash); Pte. Manuel, Filing and Typing Clerk (What's on
detail ?); Pte. Ratcliffe, Ration and Misc. Clerk (Who's
living out ?); Pte. Bloss, Arms Storeman (lefthand drive);
Pte. Lyndsell, Bedding Storeman (Up, the red duster); Pte.
Pepperrell, G1098 Storeman (The genius); Pte. Osborne,
G 1098 Storeman (Breakdown king); Pte. Shirley, Bedding
Storeman (Slumberland); Pte. Dewberry, Batman (Guards
or baby sitting).
M.T. Section
Since last month's notes the final placings in the British
Army Motoring Association have been declared. Our team
came ninth, winning the Eastern Command Trophy given to
the best Eastern Command Team. If the stories we heard
from them are anything to go by, then our team certainly
enjoyed themselves.
Pte. Wood has left us for 3 weeks in Portugal, to do
duties at an Officers' Camp out there. Let's hope he brings
us back a bottle or two of that famous Port Wine.
The 19th saw the return of our party from Millom,
where they have been doing a Civil Defence Course. Some
of our drivers had a few doubtful moments when they found
themselves dangling from buildings strapped to stretchers.
There was also a good opportunity for them to practice their
knot tying on each other, when bandaging up " casualties."
On the way back from Millom, Pte. " Jock " McGraffin had
the misfortune to overturn his " Champ " on a patch of ice.
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The "Champ" was somewhat dented, but "Jock " and his
passenger escaped unhurt.
Congratulations to Pte. Surman on becoming the father
of a baby girl. We hope the baby and Mrs. Surman are
doing well.
Well, the " Admin." is upon us in less than a month
and everyone is hard at it—cleaning, inspecting and repair
ing vehicles; what with this and numerous drill parades, it's
been quite a busy month.
Pte. Hawkesworth, that happy wanderer, is still

even going through the library. However, we were sadly
disillusioned, and found that in our absence the " Diary "
had filled up to the end of the year.
We came back from leave on the 25th October and the
27th and 28th saw us at Maidstone for a passing out Parade,
it seemed very strange to see an intake of the " East Anglia
Brigade " passing out on the square which has echoed to
the beat of so many " Queen's Own " feet. Time and tide
wait for no man and we must all resign ourselves to the
changing face of the British Army and move along with
it; however it did seem strange to be playing "Mandolinata"
and "We'll Gang Nae Mair to you Toon" in place of
"Garry Owen" and "A Hundred Pipers."
After the Parade, Church Service and playing for tea
we went on to play for the farewell Guest Night to Majors
Blake and Brock (it's different anywhere) who have now left
the service. We have known them both for many years,
and I am sure that they won't think us presumptious in
wishing them the very best of luck and good fortune in the
future. It was a jolly good night, but so soon after leave
our lips were hanging limp and useless long before the
National Anthem, but we staggered grimly on to the end.
This took us to the end of October and brings us to
the end of these notes. Next month will, I am afraid, bring
us to the last notes from your worthy scribe " Faggott,"
who will shortly be moving on to other things, also I hope
to be able to bring you news of where and when our seniors
will be going and to tell you something about the Amalga
mation as it will affect the Band.
Faggott.

SERGEANTS' MESS

Lt. P. Hiscock receiving the Eastern Command cup from
the Deputy C.I.G.S., after the British Army Motoring
Association redly
nowhere to be found whenever anyone wants petrol. Never
mind, Ron, only a few more months to do !
On the 21st of this month the 3ton section descended
in full force on Folkestone Harbour to pick up the 1st Bn.
Buff's and ferry them up to Ross Barracks. The operation
was carried out smoothly and the Buff's are now installed in
their new surroundings.
The Mekon Fans.
Band
Yet another month has slipped by and it's time to pen
a few more notes. Most of October was spent on a spot of
well earned leave, and we thought that on our return things
would have quietened down somewhat, and we would be
able to get down to honest to goodness practice; maybe

Uppermost in our minds at the moment is the thought
of the forthcoming Annual Inspection. That much is
evident from the everincreasing tempo around barracks,
and particularly in the Mess itself. Worriedlooking house
members (Sgts. Gates and Samson) can be seen frequently
wandering from room to room, counting, checking, and
noting, mill boards at the " Alert " and a forest of pencils
protruding coyly from breast pockets. The trouble is, that
every time they want to do something the staff are on
parade somewhere else. All the same, we survived the
Commanding Officer's preinspection inspection. We're not
entirely sure that that's a good thing, mind; we've heard it
said, and it seems to be fairly accurate, that " good rehear
sals mean bad parades " . . . let's hope thai this time, it
proves to be the exception to the rule.
In addition to inspection fever, we also have to cope
with the normal Christmas activities that follow hard on
the Administration's heels. The sale of draw tickets has
picked up quite a lot, and it seems that the draw itself will
be at least as good as those of previous years! For those
that haven't heard, we're holding it in the gymnasium this
year, to avoid the crush. Whilst the draw committee try
to divide their time between that and normal military duties,
other committees are beginning to organise the usual chil
dren's party. The minutes show that all the single mem
bers volunteered for this, but they (the single members)
don't seem to be so certain of the " volunteering " part.
Nonetheless, we're sure they'll make a good job of it.
It can now be officially confirmed that Sgt. Ron Cole
man. who relieved Doc Roberts as caterer, was definitely
seen by no fewer than three sober members, without his
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hands in his pockets, and without a cigarette threatening
to burn his mouth; and all this at the same time. Our
Entertainments President—he loves that title!!—C/Sgt.
Roy Kelly was involved in a car accident, but managed to
emerge from the wreckage sound in wind and limb, if some
what shaken. His fiancee, Shirley Hills, was with him, and
we trust that she'll soon be her normal cheerful self again.
Jock Leiper is spending part of his winter holiday in
Portugal this year, along with about twenty soldiers, at the
R.M.A. camp. He hopes for better weather than that we're
suffering, but we're not so sure that it'll work out like that.
C/Sgt. Gooch and Sgt. Rickwood, recently returned from
a threeweek detachment at Millom, claim that they had
better weather there than he'll get.
C.S.M. Lew Spalding, just back from a Drill Course,
says he never had time to notice the weather. It was always
hot—all ways.
One new member has joined the Mess, Sgt. Aylmore,
whom some may remember with the 2nd Bn. in Germany,
just after the war. He's taken over Provost from Tom Vale,
who left for Singapore at the end of November. C/Sgt.
George Brown was due off at the same time, but there seems
to have been some more delay with him. Never mind,
you'll get there eventually, George.
That's it then . . . back to work. Now let me see . . .
where did I put those paint brushes? And what about the
new Arms Register? That reminds me . . . I must check
the R.E. fittings . . . (Exit, muttering darkly).
Tennarge.
FOOTBALL
We have entered the Army Challenge Cup Competition
as an amalgamated Regiment. In the preliminary round of
the competition we played the Home Counties' Brigade
Depot whom we beat 70. This was a very good game,
and the team work of our team was surprisingly good
considering the little amount of practice we had had. The
goals were scored by the following players: Pte. Norris 3,
Pte. Stevens 2, Cpl. Yeats 1, and Pte. Bradshaw 1.
We were lucky to have a bye through to the second
round, as this enabled us to include in the team three
good players from the 1st Battalion The Buffs. They are
L/Cpls. Dwight and Jones, two useful full backs, and Pte.
Prescott, a very good insideright. We have played 1st
Glosters twice in friendly matches. We lost the first
match 46, but won the second 54. Both were rather
scrappy games mainly because the pitch was water
logged. Pte. Prescott played particularly well and scored
three goals. We have played the 16 Light AntiAircraft Regt.
in a friendly match which we won 53.
During the last six weeks the team has been training
very hard in spite of the bad weather conditions. We have
been handicapped by the putting out of bounds of all
football pitches. In the last few weeks we have concentrated
mainly on getting fit, and on the tactics of the game.

BOXING
The InterCoy. novices boxing competition was held on
31st October and lst/2nd November. The Bn. individual
championships were decided within this competition.
Despite the very short time available for training after

returning from Stanford, quite a high standard of fitness
and ability was achieved. It can, however, safely be said
that this standard did not come near to the standard of
courage and willingness to have a go, shown by every con
testant (it has taken 2 men 3 hours to scrub the blood from
the canvas). The only casualties were those who had not
learnt how to clench their fists properly and managed to
damage their thumbs.
The finals were held in the Gymnasium on the after
noon of 2nd November. The C.O. presented prizes to the
individual winners and runnersup and to the best loser
(this was the most difficult prize to award, as every loser
had done his best). At the end of the meeting the Inter
Coy. Cup was presented to " A " Coy. who managed to
beat Headquarters (2) by winning the heavyweight bout,
both have the same number of points.
Winners: Bantam, Pte. Murray (A); feather, L/Cpl.
Bassett (A); light, Pte. Whitman (H.Q.I); light welter, Pte.
Lynch (C); welter, Pte. Brown (C); light middle, Pte. Ander
son (A); middle, Pte. Davis (Sp.); light heavy, Pte. Willard
(H.Q.2); heavy, Cpl. Pink (A); best loser, Cfn. Durrant
(H.Q.2).
Runnersup. not awarded: Cpl. Cheeseman
(H.Q.2), Pte. Wickens (H.Q.2), Pte. Wassail (H.Q.I), Pte.
Heath (C), Pte. Blakeley (H.Q.2), L/Cpl. Humm (A), Pte.
Pepper (H.Q.2), L/Cpl. Emmerson (H.Q.I).
Most of the above are now under training for the final
of the Home Counties District novices competition on 23rd
November.

WIVES'

GROUP

The Social Evening of the Wives' Club was held as
usual in the Sergeants' Mess on Tuesday, November the
8th. Those present were:— Mrs. Gwilliam, Mrs. Chamber
lain, Mrs. Winstanley, Mrs. Thompson, Mrs. Parker, Mrs.
Tillman, Mrs. Hurley, Mrs. Cole, Mrs. Hinds, Mrs. Palmer,
Mrs. Simpson. Mrs. Hoggart. Mrs. Potts, Mrs. Heyfron,
Mrs. Mace, Mrs. Scull. Mrs. Goodwin, Mrs. Cleaver, Mrs.
West and Mrs. Lunn. There was a poor attendance this
month due to the absence of many husbands from camp,
who as a rule act as our "babysitters" on that evening.
Nevertheless the evening got off to a good start with
the ever popular Beetle Drive. Mrs. Scull very kindly gave
the prizes for this — two Chinese waste paper baskets —
which were won by Mrs. Simpson and Mrs. Hurley. The
prize for the raffle was given by Mrs. Hind, and no doubt
Mrs. Palmer, who won it, enjoyed the nice tin of toffees.
We all regret the departure of Mrs. Simpson from our
Wives' Club, as she has been a staunch member of the
Committee for quite some time. We wish her a very happy
future in Ghana when she joins her husband there.
We were glad to welcome Mrs. Lunn from the Buffs,
who joined us in our social evening this month.
Our visit to the Wives' Club of the Small Arms School
at Hythe turned out to be a most enjoyable evening. We
look forward to having them with us at one of our Social
Evenings in the near future.
Mrs. Gwilliam has received a letter of thanks from
the World Community Chest for the toys which we sent.
Our next Social Evening will take place on Tuesday,
the 13th of December.
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4 th/ 5 th

BATTALION

EDITORIAL
we were finally and officially
that the T.A. reorganisation
axe had fallen on necks other than ours
we were of course delighted but not, to
tell the truth, surprised having had pretty
strong indications that the Bn. was to
continue much as before. In the event
our expectations have been fulfilled and
we have gained in that we return to Eden
bridge after an absence of some eleven years. Of course by
April next year we have to reorganise on a five company
basis but this will be largely a paper transaction and does
not appear likely to have any immediate effect on our loca
tions.
However, our delight at being allowed to continue in
existence was to some extent tempered by disappointment
as many of us had undobtedly been indulging in a lot of
quite unwarranted wishful thinking on such subjects as
annual T.A., Camps on the Continent, complete and im
mediate reequipment, etc., etc.
Those of us who were so affected should have known
better than to believe popular and uninformed press re
ports and have, we hope, learnt their lesson. It all boils
down to the fact that the only spur to recruiting arising
from the reorganisation lies in slightly lessened competition
particularly in the suburban areas, and thus our efforts in
this direction must be maintained and even increased if we
are to begin to look like reaching our target of 500 in the
forseeable future. In this connection you will see that we are
now roughly at half strength and thus if every one now
serving introduced one new recruit in the next twelve
months we should be more or less home and dried! Thus if
you do go in for New Year resolutions may we recommend
this one as being worthy of your consideration.

W1told

r HEN

Outstanding training events of the month were firstly,
the Officers' Study Day run by Bde. H.Q. at Tonbridge, on
20th November, and secondly the W.O.'s and Sgts.' Day
organised by the R.S.M. on the following Sunday. Both
events were popular and valuable and the latter will be a
regular quarterly feature in the future. Finally we should
mention that we have a Q.M. once more albeit only a tem
porary one until Major Gill recovers from his illness. This
is Capt. Meredith of the Royal Welch Fusiliers who is no
stranger to the T.A. having been with the 7th Bn. of his
Regiment quite recently.

takes so long to fire off a range course. If it is left to the
Company we seem to get through very quickly, but when
higher powers step in there always seems to be a rather
drawnout affair.
The last weekend training was on Guy Fawkes night
in the Pirbright training area against the London Scottish,
who were defending the R.E.M.E. Workshops. After some
good recce patrols by the company notably Mr. Smith, Mr.
Sutton and Sgt. Mansfield we located the enemy, and a
highly efficient fighting patrol was put in at 2 a.m. which
resulted in a slightly surprised London Scottish C.S.M. get
ting a burst of L.M.G. bulletted blank not very far from
his face.
However, the evening ended without any casualties and
once again the night was perfect, and so was the morning
apart from R.Q.M.S. Corke's porridge which reminded one
of—well you know what! !
We said au revoir to Col. Waring this month and wel
comed our new C.O., Lt.Col. Coath, we shall however still
be seeing Col. Waring as he is going to Brigade as Training
Colonel.
We are all working anxiously for next month's news
regarding the new shape of the T.A. in Kent and are keep
our fingers crossed that we shall still have a company in the
County Town.
" B " COMPANY —ANGLESEA

ROAD

ST. MARY CRAY

At the beginning of the month we were able to enjoy
the Battalion Champ rally which took place this year in
Somerhill Park. We should like to congratulate the Com
pany team under Sgt. Webster on a good allround per
formance. In particular we were glad to see Sgt. Webster
take second place and Cpl. Ramm came fourth in the main
competition. Cpl. Ramm had the bad luck to be demoted
from third equal to fourth place as he failed to produce
his driving licence at the essential moment. Cpl. Burkin
and L/Cpl. Clifton were third in the wheelcha'nge, whilst
C.S.M. Easter showed complete impartiality as one of the
judges.
At the other end of the month, we had the promise of
a night shoot on the ranges at Lydd; but, although the
weather was quite favourable for once, the targets remained
elusive for most of us. This was despite the gallant efforts
of Capt. Clemence to produce artificial moonight with the
aid of a very pistol. Never mind—if we prefer to have our
enjoyment at night, we must also manipulate our bolts!
On the social side we should like to congratulate Pte. Bell
on his recent marriage and Cpl. Ramm on the birth of a
son, we are at least assured of a new recruit in 1977.

NEWS FROM COMPANIES
"A" COMPANY — UNION STREET, MAIDSTONE
We are still on net, in spite of being off the air for one
month, due to some inexplicable reason!
We have been very lucky with our weekends this
month, the Weald of Kent being under the water for most
of the time, it always seemed to shine at the weekend.
The Casuals spent a weekend at Lydd firing their
classification and also some night firing until the ammuni
tion ran out. Apparently there was some discord as to why it

" C " COMPANY —ARGYLE ROAD, SEVENOAKS

Following upon our Casuals Rifle and L.M.G. Classi
fication at Milton on 2nd October, the Company had a
fortnight's break from weekend training and reemerged
to go to Lydd on Saturday, 22nd A to indulge in a Brock's
Benefit (apologies to our previous Trg. Major) under the
present Trg. Major—or, more specifically, in a Night Firing
Exercise on the Saturday night, followed by Range work
on the Sunday.
One of the Sections night firing, 90 per cent of which
was from "C" Coy., won—in word—the 1st prize of a
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"beer a head"—but they are still thirsty! Lt. Gibbs
enjoyed a cracker tied to his smock—the rest of the Com
pany were happy enough merely frightening the ships in
the Channel!
Once the Bn. film projector had been put right, the
Company enjoyed several training films in the evenings
and also brushed up its Map Reading and R.T.

borrow other weapons and so provide a wider variety of
weapon training.
Finally, we would like to congratulate Cpl. Wing on
his recent and well deserved promotion.

Several members have experienced the floods—Lieut.
Clifford particularly so in his Austin Seven. He should fix
a snorkel!
We were very pleased to see Colonel Waring and
Lieut. Col. Coath on the evening of Tuesday, 1st November.
We only regret that they could not stay after the parade to
be "looked after".
At long last Pte. Norris has been officially recognised
by Records and perhaps one day this year we may actually
see him in uniform! He has been very long suffering and
any day we expect a bill from him for "wear and tear" to
his plain clothes.
C.S.M. H. Jones is reported to have complained that
he has had to eat one hundred cabbages in three weeks and
C.S.M. M. Jones is thinking of purchasing a boat for his
nightly journey to Surrey.

SOUTHBOROUGH

We have again seen Captain George.
We are looking forward to our participation in a
Regular Army recruiting campaign in Sevenoaks on 19th
November and we understand the Band of the 1st Bn.
will be appearing in Sevenoaks for the firstandlast time.

"D

COMPANY — PARISH LANE, PENGE

Last month started with a weekend's training organised
by Mr. Finnis at Pippingford Park which was fairly well
attended and was not hampered too greatly by the weather
which had, up to that time, been anything but kind. On
the following weekend we held a "Tramps Ball" and a great
many people went to a lot of trouble with their costumes.
Sgt. Jim Olding walked away with the men's prize whilst
his daughter, Doreen, won the ladies'. In spite of the
weather, which once again was very unkind, quite a lot of
people braved the elements and it was agreed by all of
us who did that it was well worth it. We must thank the
committee and in particular the Olding family and C/Sgt.
Sayer for all the hard work they put into it.
Evening training has been proceeding smoothly all the
month with several N.C.O.'s having an opportunity of
lecturing. This is another of the problems which is being
tackled most tenaciously and successfully by Mr. Finnis
and is as anyone who has ever been responsible for a T.A.
training programme will appreciate, fraught with difficulty
and disillusionment.
We were again invited by the Sidcup and District
British Legion to produce a demonstration for their Festival
of Remembrance which took place on Saturday, 29th
October. We borrowed a Vickers Machine Gun from
Support Company and Cpl. Wing and L/Cpl. Mudd trained
a team who produced a slick and realistic demonstration
of weapon handling. If nothing more at least they showed
that the blank firing kit could be made to work successfully
and fire a really long burst. Such was the interest within
the Company that it is hoped that we will be able to

SUPPORT COMPANY —SPELDHURST ROAD

This month Major J. Large handed over the Coy. to
Major J. Ogilvie and left us to command H.Q. Coy.
We are going to miss him a great deal as during his
term of office we have not only carried out some interesting
training and had some very enjoyable times, but most
important of all at the present time we have more than
doubled our strength which has been mainly due to his
efforts.
It is rumoured that in the not too distant future we
may again come under his wing, but as we are accused of
spreading all the rumours in this Battalion we had better
say no more.
Col. Waring visited the Coy. to say farewell before
going to Brigade H.Q. We hope we will see him frequently
as having commanded the Coy. and the M.M.G. Platoon
during his service with the Bn. he will always be sure of a
warm welcome and an allocation of Mark 7Z.
We were also pleased to see our new Commanding
Officer Lt. Col. Coath on his first visit of inspection.
Coy. training has been on a Platoon basis with all four
platoons functioning every Tuesday night.
The members of the Coy. who did their camp with
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the 1st Bn. have now all returned in one piece. They
enjoyed themselves so much they nearly became regulars,
in fact judging by their comments the 1st Bn. ought to
have a waiting list as it is obviously a very happy unit.
HEADQUARTER

REGIMENTAL

COMPANY — AVEBURY AVENUE
TONBRIDGE

A dancing champ in H.Q. Company might be thought
to mean a small military vehicle being driven on kangaroo
petrol by a new recruit to the M.T. before Sgt. Sceal had
given him lesson one on "Use of the Clutch". Alternatively,
it might mean Cpl. Miller, as in fact it did on 29th October.
This was the date of this year's Company Dinner and
Dance and it will be remembered by all 60 of us there as
a very good evening indeed. It was the last Company
Dinner that Major Bobby will attend as our Company
Commander—in future he will be there in his more exalted
role. We thought at one stage of the evening that he and
Mrs. Bobby were going to give us a celebrationary exhibi
tion of the chacha but as soon as he took the floor his
discretion overcame his valour and we were disappointed.
However, there's always next time.
We were pleased to have Major and Mrs. Large with
us at the Dinner and congratulate Major Large on his
courage in agreeing to become our new Company Com
mander. It has been rumoured in the corridors that he's
been talking about new brooms — apparently they were
used to great effect in a sweeping victory achieved by a
well known midland battalion in Southern Europe. We
welcome him to H.Q. Company and wish both him and
Major Bobby every success in their new appointments.

DEPOT

I

N the last Depot notes a brief account of the flood and
the part played by the Depot was promised.

At the peak of the flooding the River Medway rose to
the height of the top of the arches under Maidstone Bridge.
In addition water flowed round the bridge to a depth of
about four feet in the High Street. The Regimental Depot
was not affected by the floods although being beside the
river. On the backfield the pavilion was flooded and so was
the football pitch. The cricket square, however, remained
unscathed (crickets and anticricketers please note!)
When these floods were at their worst 60 recruits of
the East Anglian Regiment who happened to be training at
the Depot at that time, and their Queen's Own Platoon
Commander and N.C.O.s were called out in three parties
to assist the civil authorities at the Bridge and also to assist
the sappers of 36 Corps Engineer Regiment where necessary.
The greatest problem was the traffic which it is said
built up along the main roads to a length of 15 miles. Cars
unable to drive through two or so feet of water were pushed
through by the recruits. In this laborious way the traffic
kept moving throughout the night. It was finally all clear
by 12.30 a.m. While the Sappers built raised footpaths
above the flood water recruits carried many civilians across
the water. Many stories have resulted from this work!

At last our Club Room redecoration is complete and
our sincere thanks go to all those who helped to make
such an excellent job of it. We understand that our resident
carpenter is regrouping his forces prior to his final assault
on the pelmet problem. When the pelmets are done we
shall be ready to receive new furniture, and we hope a
carpet, to replace the harsh and unsuitable collection with
which we are issued at present. If we can convince the
"powers that be" that our Club Room is intended for use
as a Club Room and not as a secondrate lecture hall, we
hope we shall be reissued with new furnishings which will
give us a comfortable room to which we are pleased to
bring our friends and other potential recruits, and to which
they will be pleased to come.

Although it is true that the Sappers had the more
dangerous and skilled work to do, the infantry once more
showed how indispensible they are in all situations. A rum
ration was issued to the Depot Party who returned cold and
wet in the early hours of the morning after their labours.

FOREMOST FOR FORD

On Monday, 7th November, Brigadier R. G. Bird and
staff officers from Home Counties District, inspected the
Depot from the point of view of administration. The day
was fine and began with a good crisp parade greatly
enhanced by the presence of the Regimental Band under
Mr. R. G. Watkins. Afterwards all departments were torn
asunder. Nevertheless it is hoped that the staff officers
were unable to find holes in the departmental umbrellas!

BROTHERS LTD

MAIDSTONE

ASHFORD ROAD — TEL. 2239 (5 lines)

KENT'S FIRST O0OO

MAIN

DEALERS

The Mayor of Maidstone sent a special message of
thanks to all members of the Depot who assisted the town
and especially those of the East Anglian Regiment who
came to the rescue of Kent.

Sunday, the 13th November, Remembrance Day, saw
the usual large and impressive parade in Maidstone. Led
by the Band of The Queen's Own, smart contingents from
36 Corps Engineer Regiment, the Regimental Depot and
T.A. Battalions and many paramilitary and youth organi
sations formed the main body of the parade. The usual
solemn ceremonies were held at the Town War Memorial
and Brenchley Gardens. The Commanding Officer, who
commanded the Depot contingent which comprised the
whole Depot, laid wreaths at both Memorials. It was a
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moving sight to see the Commander of the United States
of America Naval contingent from West Mailing placing
a wreath on the Regimental Memorial in Brenchley Gar
dens.
In the latter half of the month Civil Defence has been
the keynote for all activities. This has proved most interest
ing to everyone and has produced many amusing incidents.
The whole Depot was divided into syndicates. On a prac
tice day these were taken by Sgt. Sharp and Cpls. Hayley
and Long on first aid, and Cpls. Burden and Gomm on light
rescue. The senior (though not necessarily the best!)
syndicate comprised all officers, warrant officers and C/Sgts.
with three Sgts. Much was learnt including the weight of
Sgt. Jackson, the fact that Sgt. Roberts was too Jong for the
average stretcher and that there were hitches in Mr. Whitty's
method of tying clove hitches!
Everyone, however,
mastered the bowline knot. It was almost a matter of master
it or die!
On 29th November the whole Depot went to the Army
School of Civil Defence for expert instruction in light
rescue. The same syndicates as before were instructed and
by the end of the day had become quite proficient. We
are grateful to the School for their assistance and expert
instruction.
During the month some very high grade National Ser
vice members of the Permanent Staff have departed. We
have all missed Cpl. J. Jones, Cpl. L. O'Connell (of boxing
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fame). L/Cpl. P. Livett, Ptes. D. Drew, M. Hollamby and
R. White since their demobilisation.
Cpls. J. Evans and P. Holland we have lost to the
Brigade Depot where they are training recruits.
We congratulate L/Cpl. S. Sanders on his promotion
during the month.
Finally hockey. We hardly dare state that the team
met its match and more against 1 R.W.K. at Shorncliffe.
Worse, however, is the fact that we lost 4—3 after leading
3—0. It was a great match and we look forward to having
1 R.W.K. here.
Against Tunbridge Wells Hockey Club a close match
was lost 0—1.

TRAINING COMPANY
At last, it's over! We mean the last Administrative
Inspection of this Depot which took place on 7th Novem
ber. Just think of it, no more practice parades, no more
kit inspections. It really is marvellous to be back to normal
again.
On 24th November the last National Service intake to be
trained at the Depot left the gates Malaya bound. They are
destined to join the 3rd East Anglian Regt. there. We have
enjoyed having them with us and wish them the very best
of luck in the future.
We also bade farewell to Sgt. Parnham, Cpls. Boggis

Invicta Platoon, the last platoon of Regular soldiers to be trained at the Depot, the Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment
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and Greenfield of the East Anglian Brigade and thank them
for their valuable assistance in training the East Anglian
intake.
Invicta PI. returned from leave on the 10th and com
menced their 10 weeks training under the watchful eyes
of 2/Lt. Kershaw, Sgt. Coles and Sgt. Silverside. This
platoon, incidentally is comprised of all regulars, both for
R.W.K. and Buffs.
Members of the Cpls. Club had a very enjoyable
evening on Monday, 21st November, when they were
invited to the Sgts. Mess for a social evening. Various
games and sports were played and resulted in a draw.
The Cpls. Club also had an enjoyable evening at the
"Vic" on Wednesday, 16th November. The occasion was
to commemorate the demob, the following day of Cpls.
Jones, O'Connell, L/Cpl. Livett, Ptes. Hollamby, Drew,
Parker (A.C.C.), White (A.C.C.). The payment for this
"beery" evening was extracted from the Cpls. Club funds.
Everybody for once "let their hair down," especially those
demobees, who were not particularly worried about the
following morning's drill parade. We would like to wish
them the very best of luck in "civvy street" which we are
sure they will enjoy.
The Permanent Staff Civil Defence Exercise was held
on 29th November at Epsom. Now that is over we can
concentrate on preparing for Christmas. Owing to the run
down of the Depot, a few training N.C.O.'s have taken up
different means of earning their bread, i.e. Cpls. Lett and
Tite, once tough training N.C.O.'s who are now "counting
the days" can now be seen strutting around the Depot clad
in the familiar No. 1 Dress of Regimental Policemen. Cpls.
Evans and Holland have left us for the Home Counties
Brigade Depot. Cpl. Marsden has just this minute returned
from hospital and has been granted some "sick leave". Sgt.
Bryan and Cpl. Free are preparing themselves ready to go
on a Light Rescue Course in the wilds of the far north,
Millom in Cumberland, on the 5th December.
Well, we can't think of anything else at the moment
so we will close wishing all our readers a very merry
Christmas and a happy New Year.
The Beehive.
Invicta Platoon.
How fitting it should be that the last intake to be
trained at The Depot should consist of all regulars destined
to go to the new battalion in March. There are 30 of them
in all.
Some of them are old hands at the business, Pte. Glyde
has served with the regiment before and has also done a
tour with the S.A.S. and Pte. Sands has served with the 4/5
Bn. These two are now reaching the stage where they can
do the training blindfold, but nevertheless are proving
very useful as Section Leaders in helping the others along.
In the past few weeks everybody has been working hard on
furnishing and decorating their own quiet room and lecture
room in Peninsular Block under the watchful eyes of Sgt.
Coles and Silverside. The platoon is completely self con
tained in one block and very comfortably accommodated at
that.
Meanwhile training is progressing steadily in the
capable hands of Cpls. Russell, Gomm, Stevens, Burden
(Reg) and Burden (N.S.), with L/Cpl. Tinkler always
present on the adm. side. Day by day everybody looks a
little fitter and it will not be long before Pegg will be able

to run all the way to the top of the quarry at Detling.
Perhaps those long cross country runs are having an effect!
It seems inevitable that Invicta PI. are destined to make
history in one way or another but it will indeed be a sad
day for the Depot when the last Passing Out Parade takes
place early next year; but at least it will finish as it began—
with regular soldiers.

SERGEANTS'

MESS

We open this month's notes with congratulations to
Sgt. Tom Silverside, on his "B" result at Pirbright (just
in time for the Adm.) and to Sgt. Ron Gregory who is
now a grade "A" cook.
Our administration inspection on the 7th November
passed off exceedingly well, owing to Sgt. Jackson's early
morning practice in Arms drill, at least, so he informs us.
We welcome Sgt. Roy Mead back to active duty after
his very unfortunate accident and long stay in hospital. We
hope it won't be too long before you are completely
recuperated Roy.
It is with regret that we see Sgt. Marchant in hospital,
we sincerely hope that he will soon be well and fit.
Sgt. (Got a Fag) Parnham, East Anglian Regt. has now
returned to his unit after his very good work assisting in
the training of the East Anglian Intake. It was a pleasure
having him with us and we hope he has left with pleasant
memories of his stay here (who's a Black Leg). Wally (The
Laugh) Woolgar has now occupied Married Quarters in the
Barracks. Maybe that is why the bar takings have fallen
slightly.
In sport, the Mess has been holding its own at Hockey
with their gallant though reluctant volunteering, but owing
to these activities we have been informed that a light has
been seen burning in the Pay Office up to the early hours.
Scoring was as follows:—
Mess v. The Depot 22 Draw
Mess v. The Cpls. Club 52 Win
Mess v. The Depot 33 Draw
The games evening with the Cpls. Club was very suc
cessful and resulted in a draw. Though we lost sadly at
"Tippet" we redeemed ourselves at Crib. We were glad
to see Tom Vidler, Mr. Lawrence, and Mr. Toms from
the Royal Hospital with us this month. We still maintain
though that the S.L.R. is more effective than the Bow and
Arrow. We hope they enjoyed their stay with us, but advise
Tom Vidler that it is extremely unwise to wave (both body
and hand) at policemen in the early hours of the morning.
It is a pleasure to have that young soldier, Sgt.
(Chalky) White R.A. (Army Recruiter), living in the Mess
with us, for his last few weeks as a member of Her Majesty's
Forces. We hope he carries away as many happy memories
of his association with us, as he does of our Christmas
Draw Tickets.
There were a few over large heads in the Mess after
the Festival of Remembrance Day Service held in the Drill
Shed, as His Worship, The Mayor of Maidstone, had been
heard to comment on the smartness of the Marines present.
The Civil Defence training at Epsom on the 29th November
was thoroughly enjoyed by all. There were many eager
hands to truss C.S.M. Bert King into a stretcher so that he
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could be lowered from a vast height. The inexperience of
his executioners in knot tying must have given him palpita
tions. Sgt. Roberts assisted greatly in the final exercise by
dismissing half of the casualties.
Christmas is now very near at hand and the age old
question has been asked "Who's on duty at Christmas?"
C/Sgt. Ray Partridge says he could have told them months
ago.

It is rumoured that Sgt. John Bryan is now open to
offers for a baby sitter, is that right John?
Inimitable night worker Sgt. Jacko Jackson has now
commenced classes on "Night Observation"; he has already
enrolled two of the younger members, and says that owing
to the nature of the classes he is often frustrated at the
outcome.
Spaghetti.

DEPOT REVIEW OF THE YEAR 1960

A

S the old year draws to a close we look forward to
1961 with mixed feelings. On the one hand sorrow
that very shortly our Regiment will be but pages and
personalities of a great history, and on the other hope and
confidence in the future of a new Regiment, that in us
it's members, it will carry on the traditions of the Buffs
and the Queen's Own under the title of The Queen's Own
Buff's, The Royal Kent Regiment. It is therefore reassuring
and we hope significant that while recalling the events at
the Depot in 1960 we can look out of our windows onto
the square and see Invicta Platoon, our last intake, under
training. For Invicta Platoon is an all regular platoon and
will pass out early in the New Year.
Regulars and recruiting are two words that have been
uppermost in our minds throughout the year. In February
a Regimental Recruiting Committee was formed whose
main job it was to decide on external recruiting policy.
Soon after this a Depot Recruiting Officer was appointed
and a Depot Recruiting Committee formed. Meetings were
attended by the C.O., Adjutant, Depot Recruiting Officer
and Sgts. Taylor and Everett who were appointed as special
Regimental Recruiters. This committee concentrated to a
large extent on internal recruiting, as it was found that the
recruit who liked what he had already seen of the Army
was normally of a much higher calibre than the civilian
who liked what he hadn't seen. Results have been good
and details are given below.
Internal
External
38
45
For the Queen's Own and Buffs
For other Regiments (recruited
20
within our Depot)
Total 45
58
Throughout the year 438 recruits have been trained
and there have been many Regiments represented. This is
because other Depots have been too heavily committed,
and the training officers and N.C.O.'s lent to us by these
Depots have given us invaluable service, and it has always
been a pleasure to have them with us. To mention a few,
Lt. Tarver. Lt. Prebble and Sgt. Moody from the R. Sussex,
Sgt. Coles from the Buffs, Lt. Drummond and Sgt. Parnham
from the East Anglian Brigade. Details of the Intakes are
given below for interest:—
Date

4 February—14 April

No's

104

17 March—2 June

83

5 May—27 July

71

7 July—19 September

62

4 August—28 October
10 November

88
30

34
74
54
29
38
33
47
15

Regiment

The old "At Home" days in the sixth week of training
have been done away with this year, and in their place Pass
ing Out Parades have been followed by a considerable
afternoon's entertainment. The Parades have taken place
after lunch and have been followed by a short Church
Service in the Drill Shed. There have followed a P.T.
display, a demonstration of the Assault Course and finally
tea for all, either outside or in the Gymnasium. We have
been delighted to see so many friends and relations at
there P.O.P.'s as we have grown to call them, a point
which has always been made by the Inspecting Officers.
These have included the Colonel of the Regiment, The
G.O.C. Home Counties District, Brigadier D. W. Jackson,
Brigadier Bird and Colonel Grace, our Brigade Colonel.
In June twentyfive recruits from Gallipoli and Gaza
platoon were skilfully formed into a P.T. display team by
S.S. I. Baker. They trained hard and soon became extremely
competent, smart and impressive. They performed at all
our Passing Out Parades during the summer, and they
were applauded by many delighted crowds at Fetes all over
Kent. Although much hard work is required to produce
such a display team, it is the sort of recruiting publicity
that undoubtedly achieves results and is well worthwhile.
Early in March the C.O. and Security Officer of R.A.F.
West Mailing asked us to "raid" their camp. Their aim was
to test their security. Major Campbell, then commanding
Training Company, was appointed O.C. the Task Force,
and after days and nights of recce and preparation the
operation was carried out on 27th March. Thanks to the
tenacity and keenness of those taking part, including a
large party from 4/5 Battalion, the R.A.F. were "put to
flight", and when last seen were hovering considerably
higher than their normal "Angels".
On 29th April, the Depot took part in the District
Rifle Meeting at Hythe with considerable success. Both
Cpls. Burden are to be congratulated on winning individual
awards, especially 698 who was the Junior Champion at
Arms.
The other main extramural activity of the year was
the Annual Civil Defence Exercise on 29th November. The
Army School of Civil Defence at Epsom, very kindly laid
on a complete day's instruction, and as well as enjoying
Name

Vimy and Italy
M.X.
BUFFS
Gallipoli and Gaza
R.W.K.
Q. SURREYS
El Alamein and N.W. Europe
R.W.K.
Q. SURREYS
R. SUSSEX
Medjez Plain
and Centuripe
R.W.K.
Sangro and Cassino
E. ANGLIAN
Invicta
R.W.K. and BUFFS

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
3
1

Destination

M.X. — B.A.O.R.
Buffs — B.A.O.R.
R.W.K. — Shorncliffe
Q. Surreys — Colchester
R.W.K. — Shorncliffe
Q. Surreys — Colchester
R. Sussex — N. Ireland
R.W.K. — Shorncliffe
E. Anglian — Malaya
Queen's Own Buffs
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ourselves, we learned a great deal from their excellent
tuition.
Before reveiwing the principal events of the year we
must again congratulate O.R.Q.M.S. Maltman on being
awarded the Meritorious Service Medal. I am assured that
he won this for Meritorious Service, and no tfor laying
down the Military Law on the Hockey Field.
And now, quite briefly, a reminder of some of the
many events that have taken place at the Depot in 1960.
On 29th May the W.O.'s and Sgts. held their Spring Ball.
Suffice it to say that if their Christmas Draw is anything
like their Spring Ball, December 17th can't come fast
enough.
27th June was an important day, the Secretary of
State for War, Mr. Soames, while carrying out a recruiting
tour of Kent, came to lunch at the depot. We were also
honoured to entertain General Sir Hugh Stockwell, G.C.B.,
K.B.E., D.S.O., General Sir Gerald Lathbury, K.C.B.,
D.S.O., M.B.E., and the G.O.C. Home Counties District,
Major General P. Geadell, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., also the
Mayors from all the neighbouring towns.
On 9th June the Regimental Museum, now forming
part of Maidstone Town Museum, was opened by Mrs.
Talbot. The beautifully arranged Regimental Room was
much admired and reflects great credit on it's founder
curator Major Reg Love. A large number of members of
the Regiment and civil dignitaries attended the opening, and
the reception at the Depot afterwards.

occasions to assist the civil authorities in carrying people to
safety and pushing cars through the river that was the High
Street. The Mayor thanked us officially and great credit
was due to our East Anglian intake who joined in as if
their very homes were in danger. We still don't know why
one young lady was borne over the raging waters four
times!
Finally sport. The Cricket XI had a very successful
season, winning 8 of their 10 matches, one being tied.
Unfortunately the weather accounted for 8 matches, but
couldn't prevent the Regiment from beating the Buffs in
their last needle encounter. Lieut. Whitty was selected to
play for the Army in two matches.
To date the Hockey team have won four of their 10
matches, but regrettably we have to record a 43 defeat by
I R.W.K.!
Captain Butler is to be congratulated on
being selected for an Army Trial.
Throughout the year we have witnessed many stirring
InterPlatoon boxing tournaments. The standard has been
high and much credit is due to S.S. I. Baker and his staff.
Cpl. O'Connell is well known already, and we are delighted
to learn that he celebrated his demob by being selected to
box for England against Scotland in the New Year.
1960 has been a full year and a historic one, and as it
draws to a close we extend a warm welcome to the 1st
Battalion the Buffs. May 1961 be equally historic and
successful, and as we prepare to close the Depot down, may
our New Year toast be:
"Floreat The Queen's Own Buffs!"

Much has already been written about the Annual Re
union on 27th July. It was a memorable occasion, and all
those members of the Regiment present will recall for a
long time the graciousness and charm with which our
Colonel in Chief so kindly graced the occasion.

Diamonds



Gold



Silver



Platinum

The Regiment, as usual, set up a tent at the Maidstone
Cricket Week, and although many would have liked to see
Kent score a little faster, we were delighted to see so many
old friends at the tent.
Sevastopol Day was celebrated in traditional style on
8th September, and the allranks dance in the evening was
a great success thanks once again to the work of R.S.M.
Coliman and his minious.
We were delighted to have the honour and pleasure of
entertaining two senior officers of the Imperial Iranian
Army from 21st28th September. Col. Aghily and Lt.
Colonel Dadsetan took part in many activities and we hope
their stay was as enjoyable to them as it was for us.
The fates were kind to us on the day of our Annual
Administrative Inspection on 7th November. After days of
torrential rain and floods, the sun shone and we hope that
Brigadier Bird and his team will report kindly on the
results of this year's hard work by all members of the
Depot.
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On the night of November 4th, the floods reached
such a level in Maidstone that we were called out on two

Readers are reminded that we can supply copies of
" T h e Q.O.G." to their relatives for the modest sum of
Five Shillings, post free.
Ask your Company Commander t o make the neces
sary arrangements.
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35 Sandgate Road



Folkestone



Telephone 2654
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Home Counties Brigade
Home Counties Brigade News Letter No. 8

T

HE weeks and the months roll all too
swiftly by and the Brigade Colonel
has suddenly realised that another of his
periodical intrusions into the pages of
certain Regimental Journals is already
overdue. That this particular intrusion is
the last for 1960 is obvious; that it is also
the last from this particular pen is now
a certainty.

As there is such an air of finality about this particular
letter it will do no harm to kick it off by reviewing the
Brigade's position from the most important standpoint of
all, that of recruiting. Statistics are invariably dry and
uninteresting fare, but the following summary may perhaps
be an exception to that rule; if it is nothing else it is at all
events a somewhat unusual item to find in a News Letter.
Take a look at this: —
Regular recruits
enlisted during
first ten months
of 1960

Regiment

(b)
159

(d)
QUEENS SURREYS

Total
for similar
period in
1959

164

BUFFS/R.W.K.

R. SUSSEX
M.X.

74
118

(c)
103

58

There is no doubt that all concerned in this recruiting
effort have done, and are continuing to do, a fine job of work
for the Brigade; there is equally no doubt that the posters,
pamphlets, ashtrays, shaving mirrors, beer mats, book
matches, paper weights and other gimmicks thought up by
certain people at the Brigade Depot and produced by a
variety of other people elsewhere have also played their
part; but there is also no shadow of doubt that we cannot
at this juncture sit smugly back and say that our troubles are
behind us. In spite of the improvement shown there is still
no cause for complacency and not one single one of us can
afford to relax the efforts he has been making in the past.
Unless those efforts are continued and a steady flow of
regular recruits into the Brigade Depot is maintained by all
Regiments there is no question whatsobloomingever that
the Brigade will be in a pickle by the end of 1962 when the
last National Serviceman returns to civilian life.
The more recruiters there are " on the ground," round
and about in the four Counties, and in London, the more
regular recruits there will be forthcoming. It is a false
economy, and a sure way to failure, not to have as many
Officer/N.C.O.s as can possibly be made available for this
vital duty. It is a MUST for every Regiment in the Brigade.
Yet another Regimental Depot, that of the Buffs, has

Remarks

(d)

Figs, in col.
(c) are com
bined Queens
& E. Surreys
figures.

«'
B

Figs, in cols,
(b) & (c) are
combined
even though
Amalg. n o t
due till 1
Mar. 61.

38
60

HISTORY
OF

THE
ROYAL

QUEEN'S

WEST

OWN

KENT

REGIMENT

1920—1950

Home Counties
Brigade TOTAL

515

by

259

These figures do not take into account any regulars who
have extended their engagement, so that it is not an entirely
true picture. Nevertheless, the trend is an encouraging one
and it is especially so when, as is shown in the other, equally
dreary, little summary given below, the Regimental totals
given in col. (b) of the previous table are broken down into
monthly totals: —

LT.COL.

H.

D.

PRICE

(including

PRICE

(including packing and

CHAPLIN

packing and

postage) 12/

1881—1914
postage) 11/

A Short Account of its Origins, Service and
Campaigns, 17561956. Price 1 /  post free

Jan Feb Mar Apt May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Ttls

Queens Surreys 15 12 18 12 20 12 11 15 26 18 159
Buffs/R.W.K.
R.Sussex

6 10
3 5

MX.

6

6
3

6 21 27 19 34 26
1 6 5 11 14 19

9 13 14 12 18

4 14 20

9 164
7 74
8 118

Brigade TOTAL 30 36 40 33 59 62 45 77 91 42 515

Copies can be obtained from :—

REGIMENTAL HEADQUARTERS,
THE BARRACKS,
MAIDSTONE,
KENT.
jttBuiiniHttBiiiniiiiHiiiiiBiiiiniiiiniiiiniiiiiiiiiiiHiiiiiiiiiiaiHiiniiuniiHiiiiHiiiHiuiniwff
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closed since the last News Letter. Only two now remain,
The Queen's Own at Maidstone and the Middlesex at Mill
Hill, and they are due to close at the end of March and the
end of January, 1961, respectively. Howe Barracks, lately
the home of the Buffs Depot and the hometobe, after a
certain amount of reconstruction and rebuilding, of the
Brigade Depot, was officially vacated on 31st October.
Every day since then we have waited with bated breath to
see when the first contractor's lorry would spill its initial
load of bricks on to the flower beds, back into the nearest

347

present name for the last time. They now have until 1st
March in which to poise themselves in readiness for amal
gamation with their nextdoor neighbours at Shorncliffe,
1st Bn. The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
The name of the new Regiment, The Queen's Own Buffs,
The Royal Kent Regiment, has already been announced and
is already well known within the Brigade; amalgamation, in
short, has virtually begun and there is no doubt that, as
with the other amalgamation in the Brigade, it will prove a
great success. The successor to Lt.Colonel Dendy, who
will command the new Battalion for the first year of its life,
has been announced, in the person of Maj. H. B. H.
Waring, M.B.E.
The Brigade Museum was officially opened on 25th
November by Maj. General Paul Gleadell, G.O.C. Home
Counties District, before a large and representative gather
ing which included Maj. Generals Metcalfe and Talbot,
Col. Ogilby and Brig. Thurburn of the Ogilby Trust, the Bri
gade Historian, Maj. Blaxland, Regimental Museum Cura
tors, and representatives from all 1st Battalion's Depots and
R.H.Q.s. As a more appropriate way than cutting a Brigade
tie strung across the front door with a pair of nailscissors,
General Gleadell declared the Museum open by pulling
aside a Brigade flag draped over a finely made board on
which had been painted, in gold, the names of the 46 Brigade
recipients of the Victoria Cross.
The Museum is now an established part of the Depot
and of the Brigade; it contains a variety of extremely inter
esting and historic exhibits from all the six Regiments which
originally formed the Brigade. It is therefore worthy of a
visit by anyone who comes to Canterbury and it is also
worthy of everyone's consideration as to how he or she can
help to fill some of the gaps which there undoubtedly are in
the collection. It is much to be hoped that further exhibits
will be forthcoming; they will all be most welcome.
A buffet luncheon to all our guests followed the opening
ceremony, after which there was a Passing Out Parade with
the salute taken by General Gleadell; rain unfortunately
began falling heavily during lunch and the parade had to be
held indoors.

Maj.Gen. P. Gleadell, Commander, Home Counties Dis
trict, unveiling the V.C. Board in the Home Counties
Brigade, accompanied by Col. H. R. Grace, Brigade Colonel
lamppost after doing so and demolish the barrier across the
entrance on its way out. News has just reached us that
this particular performance will not be put on until April
next year, which makes one wonder why the Buffs Depot
had to close when it did. Perhaps it was that the Brigade
Colonel was just omitted from an earlier distribution list, or
even that " the Estimates" for this financial year were
wrongly added up ?
Other more recent events are the arrival of the 1st Bn.
The Buffs from B.A.O.R. and the opening of the Brigade
Museum. Of the former, it need only be said that, as they
disembarked at Folkestone Harbour at an early hour on a
cold, grey, wet November morning, they did so under their

Maj. General Talbot took the salute at the previous
Passing Out Parade at Canterbury early in September and
was more fortunate with his weather, lt is anyone's guess
how General Sir Lashmer Whistler will fare when he comes
here on 6th January, and we can but keep our fingers
crossed.
As was mentioned briefly in the last News Letter,
Lt..Co!onel Mike Lowry has now taken over command of
1 Queen's Surreys in succession to Lt.Colonel Tony White.
The Battalion is off to Aden at the end of the year and the
best wishes of all ranks in the Brigade will go with them.
The only other change of command to be announced, and
that not due for another eighteen months, is that of Maj.
Francis Morgan (Buffs), who will succeed Lt.Colonel Ian
Battye in command of 1st Bn. The Middlesex Regt. (D.C.O.)
in May, 1962.
The new Brigade Poster will shortly be on the hoard
ings. Like all such recruiting aids it has taken many
months, much thought, numerous " mockups " and a lot of
" lolly " to produce. The motif of the silhouetted figure of
the infantryman has been carried forward from the original
" This is the Life " poster and he is to be seen looking down
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on to a foreshortened map of our four counties. " These
are the Counties" carries on where " This is the Life"
leaves olf, and Mr. Woodcock, the Brigade Museum
Curator, is to be congratulated on his original drawing for
this, our second venture into the realms of the advertising
world. There can be little doubt that, by that medium as
well as by many others, the Brigade must continue to put
itself in the eye of the public, because it is the public we
rely upon for our professional soldiers of the future.
The new Brigade Colonel, in succession to the present
writer, is to be Col. M. T. N. Jennings, of the Queen's
Royal Surrey Regiment, to whom go warmest congratula
tions; he will take over in March. If he receives from all

in the Brigade anything approaching the kindness, considera
tion and help which his predecessor has had during the last
two and a half years he will have nothing to complain about.
Which brings this eighth News Letter neatly to its
conclusion. As the end of his tour of duty as Brigade
Colonel approaches and as he prepares to terminate his
active service in the British Army, the Brigade Colonel
sends to all ranks in the Brigade his best wishes for
Christmas and the New Year, coupled with his every good
wish for their personal happiness and success in the future.
The future of the Brigade lies largely in their hands; it will
be watched by him with keen interest and lasting affection.

THE FIFTIETH FOOT
We are indebted to Commander W. B. Rowbotham,
R.N. (Retd.) for the following items from the muster books
of H.M. Ships which took part in the Fleet actions in the
French Revolutionary War, (17931801).
Soldiers Wives and Children in Fleet Actions
by COMMANDER W. B. ROWBOTHAM, R.N. (Retd.).

I

NSPECTION of the muster books of H.M. Ships which
took part in the fleet actions in the French Revolutionary
War, 17931801, shows that in the battle of Cape St. Vincent
(14th February, 1797, the Diadem, 64 (Captain George
Henry Towry), had on board three women and two children
belonging to a detachment of the 50th Foot which was
serving as Marines, as a part of the complement. This
detachment comprised Captain Cholmley Overend, Ensign
Francis Shaw and 52 other ranks, all of whom " appeared "
on board on 27th October, 1796, together with their wives
and children.
The nominal list is as follows: —
Wives
Husbands
Pte. Patrick Brown.
Mary Brown.
Jean Delah(a)y.

Sgt. Christopher Delah(a)y.

Ann Norton.

Pte. Edward Norton.

Children
James Delah(a)y.
Mary Norton.
Also present in this action was Ensign Edward O'Reilly,
of the 50th, but no other ranks. He was embarked in the
Egmont, 74 (Captain John Sutton), on 10th December, 1796;
after the action he formed one of the prize crew of the cap
tured San Isidro, 74, to which ship he was discharged on
22nd February.
In an earlier action—Hotham's action off Genoa (14th
March, 1795)—the Diadem, then commanded by Captain
Charles Tyler, had on board Ensign Thomas Stubbs and one
other rank, Pte. William Reeson (probably his servant), who
" appeared " on 19th January, 1795. These two are shown
in the muster book as belonging to the 11th Foot, which also
had a detachment on board; but that is an error.
These women and children were entered up in the

Supernumerary Lists in the ship's muster book, the wives
being victualled at 2/3allowance of all species [of provi
sions] and the children at ^allowance. How they were
accommodated is best left to the imagination, but they can
not have been particularly comfortable in their necessarily
cramped surroundings. This regulation did not apply to
the wives of seamen and Marines, whose presence on board
at sea was forbidden, though in practice it was often
winked at.
Wives and female children were not eligible for the
Naval General Service Medal, 17931840, the award of
which was authorised on 1st June, 1847. Her Majesty had
originally directed that all who were present in the actions
so commemorated should have a medal, without any reser
vation as to sex, and claims were accordingly put in by two
women for the battle of the Nile and one for Trafalgar.
There were, however, practical difficulties in implementing
this decision. The final conclusion by the Medal Committee
was that " Upon further consideration this, cannot be
allowed. There were many women in the fleet equally use
ful, and it will leave the Army exposed to innumerable
application of the same nature."
This medal was awarded only to survivors who were
still living in 1847, and no claims were put in by any of these
wives and female children who had been present. Male
children, however, were eligible, though the one in the
Diadem does not seem to have been alive in 1847 to put in
a claim.
The regimental muster rolls merely state that certain
officers and other ranks were employed at sea during a given
period. They cannot be expected to give further particulars.
In order to obtain the full story it is necessary to inspect all
the muster books of all the ships concerned throughout the
whole period that soldiers were embarked as Marines; also
to check the individual names in the contemporary regi
mental muster rolls.
Sources.—Muster Books of H.M. Ships (PRO, Adm.
36/): Diadem 11821, 1 1823. Egmont 11675.
. The claim by Jane Townshend, who was on board the
Defiance at the battle of Trafalgar. Two other claims by
women were also present.—(The Mariners' Mirror, Vol.
XXIII, July, 1937, pp. 3667).
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OWN
PASTePRESENT
ASSOCIATION
TONBRIDGE & TUNBRIDGE WELLS
This month there were not enough members at the
meeting to carry on the usual business. Some of the lads,
now in Civil Defence, and others on various forms of duty
brought about this state of affairs.
Those that did turn up took full advantage of the oppor
tunity of having a nice quiet chat about this and that. One
of the most interesting matters came to light in the form of a
new member in the name of Lt.Colonel T. C. Coath, now
commanding 4th/5th Bn. We extend to him a hearty
welcome and wish him full measure of success in his com
mand.
Remembrance Day was again lacking in numbers as far
as the Branch was concerned. This ought not to be and we
can only hope that more will turn up the next time.
We shall not be in the news again until after Christmas,
so may we take this opportunity of wishing all members of
The Queen's Own and all members of The Buffs a very
happy time and all best wishes for the New Year. T.L.S.

LONDON BRANCH
Our meeting held on 25th November last was held on
the wettest evening of this very wet year. From 2.30 p.m.
onwards the rain simply teemed down. We are certainly
lucky to be in a large town and see it run away into under
ground channels. If it's not fog, it's rain; we seldom get a
good meeting in November.
However, thirty braved the elements and we had quite
a good show. The President, General R. A. Riddell, was
present, Lt.Colonels Pug Durtnell, Charles Chaplin, Ron
Mines, H. E. Pink, Maj. Bodger Kemp, also Dick Forrester,
"Bandy" Waller, back after illness, and " Tishy " Parker.
Most of the Jack Teare boys, John Newton, Charles
Lewis, with a couple of new stories, Alf Whelan, Joe Banks,
also Jack Hunt and Trefor Thomas. It was nice to see our
old friend Scotty again. The daddy of the Branch, Arthur
Edwards, was on parade, and I thought I saw Jerry Sweet
man, but, looking around the hall, did not see him during
the meeting. Perhaps it started a little late and he travels
some distance, I know.
Our Bromley boys, Bill Phillips, Alf Ellis and, as usual,
Robert Wilks, were there, and it was nice to have " Laff "
Lafferty with us again. He was quite perturbed about the
fate of the Q.O.G., and it was reassuring to hear the answer
to his query.
Ladies were scarce this month, but Mary Donaldson
was there to cheer us on, as was our veteran lady, Mrs.
Cox. Dan Elliott was with us and old soldier Mr. Smith,
who came out with a really good line on the amalgamation.
The meeting opened with Len Remfry greeting us in the
normal manner and regretting that for a change we had no
new members. He asked Secretary Tom Briddock to read
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the minutes and these were read and passed in the usual
manner. Correspondence was then read. A nice letter
from Mr. Paddy Burke regretting absence, but informing us
he would be at the next meeting, which is, of course, our
Christmas Party, on 23rd December.
A letter from Colonel " Peggy" Grant, who had
received Lcn's circular asking for full attendance on the
Christmas meeting. The Colonel wrote that he thought of
us on the last Friday of each month, regretting that, living
so far from town, he found it impossible to attend.
Chairman Len Remfry thanks Colonel Grant, on behalf
of the Branch, for the kind thoughts of us, and wished more
members would only let us know how they are faring.
Another letter from Ted Ballard, regretting absence,
was also read to us. We appreciate these letters of regret.
It does show thoughts of the Branch and we are always glad
to receive them. All are read out to the Branch and men
tioned in the minutes.
We had hoped to see Frank and Mrs. Peacock, but
would far rather see them next month at the Christmas
" do." Mail, too, from Len Watkins, who also promised to
come along to our next meeting.
I hope we shall soon meet the local Buffs' lads if they
want to meet us. Should they want to visit our Branch,
they will meet with the most cordial reception. Our Branch
is without doubt the biggest, and, we aver, the bestrun, in
the Regiment. We may not have all the fun and games of
other branches, but we do pride ourselves on how well our
meetings are conducted. There's no better Chairman than
Len Remfry. His long sojourn in this office has brought
him congratulations from many senior officers. He is liked
and respected by all exranks. He ensures all the niceties of
procedure are correctly carried out, and no matter who
comes, will find in our Chairman, and his splendid Commit
tee, extremely capable hosts.
Having a Colonel of the Regiment in our membership,
the Chairman of the P.A.P.A., a Major General as our
President, all under his control at Branch meetings, Len
would fear naught. So " Welcome," you Buffs chaps, any
time it pleases you, to visit our Branch.
The Chairman brought up the matter of Christmas
cards, and to whom they should be sent, and the Branch
agreed to all nominations. As the next, or rather, this
edition, is the December issue, our President, Chairman and
Committee wish, together with the Branch, to extend their
greetings for a very happy Christmas, prosperous and peace
ful New Year to all serving comrades and to all contem
porary branches of P.A.P.A. These wishes are extended to
all those of our Branch unable to be with us, being overseas,
or in illhealth or away through other reasons. We wish
you all well, and we'll be thinking of you the 23rd day of
this month, in 1960.
We have had another good year and many new old boys
have joined us during 1960. We look forward to 1961 with
the hope that we shall continue to recruit even more of
these old wallahs who are still kicking about in, or near,
London.
It was pleasing to see in Bromley's news that the 6th Bn.
had a very good reunion. Owing to circumstances beyond
my control, I could not go to the dinner, but was well
pleased to see how well George Cockell had written it up.
It was nice to see that as many as twenty of the First War
wallahs turned up, a really grand effort showing that in the
6th Bn. there is terrific espritdecorps.
It is noted that our Colonel of the Regiment has a new
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job on the Rhine, and the Branch sends its heartiest con
gratulations, Colonel, sir, and trust your troubles there will
be nonexistent.
Our own President informs us that Colonel " Rajah "
Brooke was not in the best of health on the date of our last
meeting. We trust that the attack is now over, and the
Rajah Sahib (many good wishes for you, I hope, Sahib) is
well on the way to recovery.
The Branch sends special good wishes to our invalids
and hopes our Hon. Vice President, Harry Elson, our elder
member, Bogie Childs, Bunny Hare, Dick Blackham, our
most suffering members, keep on the path of recovery. We
continue to look to the time when we may see them at one
of our meetings once again. May better health attend
them all.
The Chairman then suggested we should think about a
visit to one of the Holiday Hotels on the coast. The sug
gestion is in respect of a very wellknown hotel and, of
course, widely advertised. The proposal, or rather, sug
gestion, did not meet with very much response at the
meeting, so both the Tom Buckle Station Hotel Buffet and
Dance, and the Chairman's suggestion, will come up at a
later date. Both suggestions bear inspection, the latest one,
of course, being a much more expensive outing, as it will be
at £4 per head, and this includes the train journey from
London to the coast.
Whether sufficient members are interested enough to go
will soon be discovered. Strange to relate, those who are
most interested in the coast trip are exactly those who were
most interested to have the function at the hotel at Rich
mond. We shall have fun finding out which they all really
want to attend.
As I have been to this hotel on the coast, I am keeping
well clear of both suggestions, and trust the Branch will
make its mind up in due course.
Len Remfry sent a circular, mentioned above, to all
our members, reminding them of the date of the Christmas
" do." asking for their attendance, and of the usual prize
giving larks of our bumper raffle. We look forward to a
really bumper evening.
Laff Lalferty's reference to the fate of the Buster was
soon answered. No full story has been issued on this
subject yet, but it is suggested we shall continue in
monthly form, and we shall continue to have our notes in
the same form, although doubtless among many other
branches from both sides.
It is hoped that we shall soon get news of the actual
layout, and know who will be able to send in notes,
what sort of amount in lines, which units may send in
correspondence, and also in respect of any changes. I
hope none of the stuff I send in will be cut by the Editor.
Who will be the Editor? So many questions we could ask,
so let us hope that very soon we shall be put in the picture.
Col. H. D. Chaplin gave me a letter from a very old
friend, " Lottie " Collins, or Collins F., company clerk of
" D " Coy., ex 15 Platoon in Calcutta and Poona, 192026,
with the 1st Bn. I have the letter already to answer, and
Mr. " F.," Lottie or Josie Collins will get a great surprise
when he gets my letter. No doubt Col. Tim Kerr will
remember Collins as he was O.C. " D " Coy. for a time
when Collins was company clerk.
More next month.
The Spider.

11th

(LEWISHAM)

BATTALION

A NOTHER dinner is past and over. It will be remembered
variously by those who were there, but most of us
will regret that so many of the usual faces were not seen,
and so our numbers were the smallest for a very long
day. The fact, too, that the speeches occupied much
more time than the Committee normally plans, meant that
there was so little time for the getting together and
nattering, which, after all, is one of the main objects of
the function. No doubt, the Committee will see to this
in the future, and ensure that it is a real Reunion and
less of a Masonic Function. And, too, can we not dispense
with the entertainment (however good the artiste) and have
that much longer to talk to our pals? After all, we can
get entertainment at home by turning a switch — but we
can't chat to our friends that way.
With that off my chest, I can get down to the account
of the event. Danny Kemp took the chair at the appointed
time and Bill Toomer brought in the Standard in accor
dance with custom. Around the chairman were General
Talbot, The Colonel of the Regiment; Col. Edwards,
Chairman, Past and Present Association; The Mayor of
Lewisham and Alderman Catchpole; Capt. A. L. Potts,
11th Queens, our old opposite number at Spoil Bank, etc.;
Col. Pulverman; The Rev. Chas. Pinder, our new Padre
at St. Laurence, Catford; all of whom we were delighted
to have with us. To support our chairman were Maj.
Jimenez, our president, whom we were glad to see in so
much better health; Col. Donald Dean; and Arthur Bud
dell, exchairman.
Amongst other guests were Padre
Fowler, formerly of St. George's Church, Ypres! Mr.
Runacres, of the Lewisham Borough News, to whom we
are so much indebted for publishing the History; Mr. H. R.
Gear, of Eric Salmon's Divl. Observation Section, and a
number of private guests of members.
It was nice to see Gerry Flintham there after his long
illness and dear old Butcher, who considered it worth
while coming up from beyond Bristol. Several of our
other long distance members were unable to make it; e.g.,
Ginger Ashcroft, Meacock, Cooke, etc. Naughty Old Rodge
didn't even send us a line.
Unfortunately, neither Col. Eason nor Paddy Mullen
were able to come, and Geo. Branson, Mayor of Plug
Street, was not on view this time — the first time ever,
I believe. Ten or so others sent along their apologies
and best wishes for a happy foregathering.
The meal was well up to the standard of the establish
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ment and would have been enjoyed a lot more if we
hadn't had to keep bobbing up and down " taking wine."
The Loyal Toast having been drunk and Our Departed
Comrades having been remembered, our president pro
posed the toast of The Regiment, including congratulations
to Gen. Talbot on his appointment as DeputyCommander.
B.A.O.R., and thanks to the Association's officials.
In reply, Gen. Talbot gave us a comprehensive
elucidation of the steps towards amalgamation with the
Buffs, the reasons for many of the decisions and explana
tions of some of the more doubtful points. He was pleased
to tell us, as we were to hear it, that Col. Edwards had
been appointed chairman of the new amalgamated Past
and Present Association and expressed the hope that the
" Service" Battalion Associations would become affiliated
to it — which, of course, we shall. He was also very
pleased that Col. Corfe's medals and decorations were
now suitably mounted and exhibited at the Regimental
Museum.
His Worship, although not a West Kent man, had
had his wartime experiences and felt that such reunions
as ours were well worthwhile. Looking round him, he
was sure that most of the Eleventh had put their ages
on when enlisting.
Danny Kemp got through his ordeal of replying very
well and in remembering the Flers Show and in particular
the reassembly at Green Dump, was able to congratulate
"Jimmy" on being such a human Adjutant.
As is his wont, Len Dawson said the various things
needful to his job as secretary — the apologies, including
that of Nugent of the dear old Shiny Twelfth, the 12th
E. Surreys; the forthcoming events, especially the Remem
brance Service on the Morrow; and then went on to
explain the position regarding the proposed stainedglass
window, reading a typical letter from the Diocesan
Registrar. The news that we had now reached an impasse,
was heard with great regret after so much work and effort
had been expended over the past two years. It is signifi
cant that afterwards two of our guests asked for fuller
particulars with a view to championing our cause from
their particular angles. Our new Padre, too, offered to
discuss the matter which was, of course, handled by his
predecessor from the Parochial Church Council end.
Arthur Buddell proposed the toast of Our Guests.
Naturally "het up" at his unsuccessful efforts over the last
two years on our behalf in respect of the Memorial
Window, he quoted from the report of the Lewisham
Borough News of the departure of the 11th from Catford
in 1915, stressing how only about half of them ever came
back from the war, and that we were virtually being
denied a Memorial to them in our own Garrison Church.
In strong terms he criticised the attitude of the relative
Diocesan Authority and left us very " down in the dumps "
over the whole matter; but the Eleventh can't and doesn't
admit to failure, yet, at any rate. A number felt that
this unscheduled diatribe was somewhat out of place in
a toast to the Guests, but one must realise how near to
Arthur's heart has been this project.
Capt. Potts' reply came as a calm after the storm.
Facile and brief, he remarked how like his own Eleven
Queens' gatherings this was; how pleased they were to
be with us and we with them at their reunions, with the
same sentiments prevailing. Their problem of Memorial
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Window, had, he was glad to say, been resolved some
years ago and it is now installed in Lambeth Town Hall.
During the evening, Mary Buddell, with Mother at
the piano, treated us to some nice singing of some nice
songs, such as Roses of Picardy, which her father has
sung to us so often in the old days, The Nun's Chorus,
etc.
No account of a dinner should omit a word of thanks
to those who arrange it. We go along and take it all
for granted. But it has meant an awful lot of work and
anxiety for our worthy secretary, Len Dawson, and to a
lesser extent Bernard Bergl. To them both we tender
our grateful thanks.
At the next Committee Meeting there will be grouses
and criticisms (as well, we hope, as some congratulations)
but we must remember that the organisers have done their
unselfish best. We've already had one or two enquiries,
such as " Where did the waitresses get to once the speeches
commenced ? "
Well, enough about the dinner. What about the
Remembrance Service the next day. Many of us now live
too far away to attend, but we do hope that in future
more who are within travelling distance will show up than
did this year. Il was a splendid and appropriate service,
and our thanks are due to Padre Pinder and his church
officials, and to Bill Toomer for making the necessary
arrangements and to the wreath layers both at the church
and at the Lewisham Borough Memorial. And let us not
forget that this service is arranged specially for our benefit.
Recently, to settle a slight argument, I had to refer
to the very fine map of the Dickebusch—Spoil Bank—
Hollebeke area which Dawson drew for the History, and
which appears at the back of the book. I didn't realise
before that the ration parties for Spoil Bank had to push
those b
trolleys for a devil of a long way along that
trench railway—it was nearly a mileandahalf from the
Convent at Voormezeele to the terminus near the brick
stack behind Spoil Bank—and all across the open. I
thought I knew the area like the back of my hand, too;
but, then, I was never on one of the said ration parties,
though I take off my hat to those who were.
' To our Queen's Own colleagues, serving and ex
Service, we wish "A Happy Christmas and a Prosperous
New Year," possibly for the last time through the medium
of the dear old " Buster " (I wonder how it got that nick
name?). And what will be the title of the "amalgamated "
magazine?
R.O.R.

BROMLEY BRANCH
Our October meeting was of short duration, the
agenda being a small one. I regret to say, however, that
our numbers do not improve much and it is the same old
stalwarts that come along each time, with an occasional
visitor. We did, however, get through a fair amount of
business.
The report of the games tourney versus the London
Branch has already been reported by "The Spider" in
extenso, and as I had a prior engagement for that evening
I was unable to be present and so make a report. It
seems, however, that all points were covered and that a
good time was had by all.
Remenibrancetide
Having had our usual invitation to join the Bromley
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British Legion in their annual parade and service on
13th November, we numbered about 20 strong, including
some odds and bods who come along each year and rally
under our standard. Unfortunately we cannot "scoop
them into our net," but we are glad to see them join us
on this day of Remembrance. 1 am happy to say that our
President, Major Leslie Pyrke, led our contingent. The
Church of St. Mary's, in College Road, was filled to over
flowing, and those that could not gel in were accommo
dated in a hut in the church grounds, where the service
was relayed by loudspeaker. The order of service was of
the usual formal type for the occasion.
It was also
attended by the Mayor and Mayoress, Aldermen and
Councillors of the Bromley Town Council, including the
Town Clerk and Mace Bearer, all in full regalia. The
parade, having reformed at the conclusion of the service,
marched to the town War Memorial on Martin's Hill,
where another short service was held by the Vicar ol
Bromley before the layingon of some 30 wreaths and
chaplets of British Legion origin.
The Mayor having
taken the Salute opposite the Parish Church, was the first
to deposit his wreath as first citizen of the town: the
remainder were laid in conducted pairs, during which
period the trumpets of the Sea Cadets played soft music.
All the Territorial units in Bromley were in full
strength, added to which were the uniformed members of
the British Red Cross Society, St. John Ambulance
Brigade, W.V.S., and a strong detachment of Sea Cadets.
The Union Flag plus the Standards of the local
British Legion (Women's Section), British Legion, R.A.
Association, Old Contemptibles' Association, Home Guard
Association, and that of our own Branch of the P. & P.
Association, The Queen's Own, were paraded.
Con
spicuous by their absence this year were the Standards of
Bromley (B.L.) Naval O.C.A. and that of the W.R.N.S.,
both of which had paraded at some other Remembrance
ceremony.
The parade was led by Capt. B. J. Finnic, M.C., and
was commanded by Colonel K. J. Pearce, T.D., who was
the marshal.
Best wishes for a Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year from this Branch to all serving members of
The Queen's Own, Branches of the Past and Present
Association, and those members past and present beyond
the seas.
Iwuzz Thayre.

CATFORD AND DISTRICT
BRANCH
Regret not much to report this session. We are now
preparing for our Christmas Social on Saturday, 17th
December, 1960, and anticipate a " full house," with plenty
of fun, games and much happiness. The Branch has
arranged a theatre outing at the Garrick Theatre to see
" Fings Ain't Wot They Used To Be," for Saturday, 11th
February, 1961, and a very good time will result, as we
shall retire to a social gathering afterwards.
The Branch was represented at the Penge Remem
brance Day Memorial Service, when a wreath was laid at
the local Memorial.
Messrs. Knight, Leary and Pinder attended the lllh
(Lewisham) Battalion Dinner at the National Liberal Club

on Saturday, 12th November, 1960, and the Branch was
represented at 11th Battalion's Remembrance Day Service
at St. Lawrence Church, Catford, the following day. Alas,
numbers at both functions were severely reduced. Time
marches on, with natural losses.
'Tis many years since we first met on the Ladywell
Recreation Ground, to learn " Form Fours," etc.
Hoping that this will appear in the Christmas issue
of the Buster. Hearty Greetings and Best Wishes to all
for Christmas and the New Year.
Sincere congratulations to the Colonel of the Regi
ment on the great honour bestowed on him.
Ravensbourne.

GRAVESEND BRANCH
In spite of the weather, our numbers for November
were about the same (not many!), so our business was
soon settled, and afterwards we had our usual little get
together and talked of things that used to be.
Our Colours were on parade, and Mr. Nicholls laid
the Branch wreath at the local Remembrance Day service,
which this year was well attended, owing, no doubt, to the
added attraction of the Scots Guards and their pipe band
—the sun favoured us, loo, the whole morning. No doubt
memories went back to other mornings, though memories
are strange, for most of the " 1 remembers" are of the
happier type, or is it they are just the ones that are talked
about? Though in these days of "Telly" the art of con
versation is dying.
Now, one doesn't ask " How are
you?" but "Did you see the play last night?." And
while that could be an opening, it usually produces " Yes,
good, wasn't it," finish. Maybe that explains the lack of
support at meetings, or could it be their wives don't trust
'em? If it's the latter, we promise to hand to each one
a signed statement to the effect that he did truly attend,
and that it was an entirely male affair.
Now, before I really put my foot in it, I'd better send
the traditional greetings, and may the New Year give us
at least some of the things for which we hope. Happy
Christmas to all, and may you all have plenty of the right
" spirit."
Tiny.

CHATHAM

BRANCH

The meeting on December 5th, 1960, being the last of
the year, attracted a fair attendance. The Chairman, S. L.
Thompson, opened the meeting at 8 p.m. with a welcome
to members present.
Silent tribute was paid to the late J. White. Apologies
for absence were received from Messrs. Bower and Shaw.
Minutes of 7t'n November were read and con
firmed. The Treasurer presented a very satisfactory report
and he stated that the Christmas Draw tickets had sold
well. The draw takes place on 18th December.
The President ((Maj. R. W. Brothers) expressed thanks
to the Chairman for his action at this meeting, and thanked
C. J. Williams for his contact with the local Buffs O.C.A.
To all members he conveyed seasonal greetings.
The Booby Prize was won by H. Randall. The usual
Christmas Grants were approved and the meeting closed at
8.59 p.m.
G. Anchors,
Branch Correspondent
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Mr. G. H. Cockell,
Last Saturday each month, 8 p.m., United
3 Priestfield Road, Forest Hill, S.E.23.
Service Club, Bromley.
Chatham
Mr. S. L. Thompson .. Mr. H. D. Wilkins, M.B.E.,
First Monday each month, 7.30 p.m., at "The
Hare & Hounds, 340 High St., Rochester.
Hare and Hounds", 340 High Street,
Rochester. (Phone Chatham 43878).
C a t f o r d & D i s t r i c t ..Mr. H. Lake
Mr. S. Knight, 12 Carlton House Terrace,The second Friday in every month at "The
London, S.W.I.
Railway Signal", Devonshire Rd„ Forest
Hill, S.E.23.
Gravesend
Mr. Haddon
Mr. W. T. Nichols,
Last Friday each month, 8 p.m., Terminus
9 The Bungalows, Cross Lane West,
Hotel Stuart Rd., Gravesend.
Gravesend, Kent.
London
Mr. L. Remfry
Mr. T. Briddock,
Last Friday each month at "The Cran
61. Marlow Road. Annerley, S.E.20.
bourn", 1 Upper St. Martin's Lane,
Leicester Square, W.C.2.
Maidstone
Mr. H. W. Maxlow ... .Mr. A. Waterman,
Third Friday each month, at 7.4p p.m., Ser
Little Holmestead, Forge Lane,
geants' Mess, Depot, R.W.K.,, Maidstone.
Leeds, Nr. Maidstone, Kent.
Sevenoaks
Maj. A. H. Coombes, Mr. J. Palmer,
Last Thursday each month, at 8 p.m., Drill
T.D.
c/o T.A. Centre, Argyle Road, Sevenoaks.
Hall, Argyle Read, Sevenoaks.
Shorncliffe
Lt.Col. I. R. Lovell ..Mr. F. M. Button.
"FleursdeLys", Sandgate. Quarterly, first
4. Hobart Ores., Buckland Estate. Dover.
Friday, January, April, July, October.
Tonbridge and
Maj. N. S. C. Elmslie.. Mr. F. Jezard,
Third Wednesday of each month, T.A.
T u n b r i d g e W e l l s ..
2 Milton Gardens, Tonbridge.
Centre, Avebury avenue, Tonbridge.
6th Battalion
Lt.Col. G. K. Defrates Mr. C. Sayers,
Reunions twice yearly at White Hart Hotel,
D.S.O., M.C.
59 Grasmere Gardens, Orpington.
Bromley.
7th Battalion
Major E. Goodman ..Mr. T. Shepherd,
Reunions annually in March or April as
492 Downham Way, Bromley, Kent.
notified in Press and "Q.O.G."
8th Battalion
10th

Battalion

11th

Battalion

20th (London)

.Mr. R. F. Wilks

Mr. Stanford,
10 Bramble Close, Maidstone.
Mr. D. A. Kemp,
Mr. L. W. Dawson,
M.M.
19 Chestnut Drive, Herne Bay, Kent.
Mr. G. D. Draycott .. Mr. F. Sales,
16 Kidbrooke Grove, Blackheath, S.E.3.

Annual Dinner, as notified in "Q.O.G."
Annual Dinner, as notified in "Q.O.G."
Meeting first
Tuesday each month.
Hedge House, Blackheath.

Holly
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The object of this Association is to foster esprit de corps, to help members keep in touch with one another, and to assist those in
distress. The Association is affiliated to the British Legion
Past and Present Association Badges are available at a cost of 3/ to Life Members.
Ail communications should be addressed to the Hon. Secretary, Past a n d Present Association, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone, Kent.
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THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT (50th and 97th)
"Quo Pas et Gloria ducunt." The Sphinx superscribed "Egypt."
The White Horse of Kent with motto " Invicta."
"Vimiera," "Corunna," "Almarez," "Vittoria," "Pyrenees," "Nive,"
"Orthes,"
"Peninsula,"
"Punniar,"
"Moodkee,"
"Ferozeshah,"
"Aliwal," "Sobraon," "Alma,"
"Inkerman," "Sevastopol," "Lucknow," "New Zealand," "Egypt, 1882,"
"Nile, 188485," "South Africa, 190002," "Afghanistan, 1919."
The Great War—18 Battalions.—"Mons," "Le Cateau," "Retreat from Mons," "Marne, 1914," "Aisne, 1914," "La Bassee, 1914,"
"Messines, 1914, '17," "Ypres, 1914, '15, '17, '18," "Hill 60," "Gravenstafel," "St. Julien," "Frezenberg," "Loos,"
"Somme, 1916, '18," "Albert, 1916, '18," "Bazentin," "Delville
Wood,"
"Poziers," "Guillemont," "FlersCourcelette,"
"Morval," "Thiepval," "Le Transloy," "Ancre Heights," "Ancre, 1916, '18," "Arras, 1917, '18," "Vimy, 1917," "Scarpe, 1917,"
"Oppy," "Pilcken," "Langemarck, 1917," "Menin Road," "Polygon Wood," "Broodseinde," "Passchendaele," "Cambrai,
1917, '18," "St. Quentln," "Rosieres," "Avre," "Villers Bretonneux," "Lys," "Hazebrouck," "Kemmel," "Ameins," "Bapume.
1918/' "Hindenburg Line," "Epehy," "Canal du Nord," "St. Quentin Canal," "Courtrai," "Selle," "Sambre," "Prance and
Flanders. 191418," "Italy, 191718," "Suvla," "Landing at Suvla," "Scimitar Hill," "Gallipoli, 1915," "Rumani," "Egypt,
191516," "Gaza" "El Mughar," "Jerusalem," "Jericho," "Tell 'Asm  ," "Palestine, 191718," "Defence of Kut el Amara,"
"Sharqat," "Mesopotamia, 191518."
Second World War—"Defence of The Escaut," "Foret de Nieppe," "NorthWest Europe, 1940," "Alam el Haifa," "El Alamein,"
"Djebel Abiod," "Djebel Azzag, 1942," "Oued Zarga," "Djebel Ang," "Medjez Plain," "Longstop Hill, 194'3," "Si Abdallah," "North
Africa, 194243," "Genturipc," "Monte Rivoglia." "Sicily, 1943." "Termoli." "San Salvo," "The Sangro," "Romagnoli," "Impos
sible Bridge," "Villa Grande," "Cassino," "Castle Hill," "Liri Valley," "Piedimonte Hill," "Trasimene Line," "Arezzo," "Advance
to Florence " "Monte Scalarl," "Casa Fortis," "Rimini Line," "Savio Bridgehead," "Monte Pianoereno," "Monte Spaduro,"
"The Senio," "Argenta Gap," "Italy, 194345," "Greece, 194445," "Leros," "Malta, 194042," "North Arakan," "Razabil," "Mayu
Tunnels," "Defence of Kohima," "Taungtha," "Sittang. 1945," "Burma, 194345."
ColonelinChief : H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Colonel of the Regiment: MajorGeneral D. E. B. Talbot, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C.
O.C., Regimental Depot, Major I. A. Macmillan.
Allied Regiments of the Canadian Army :
1st Bn„ Royal New Brunswick Regiment—ColonelinChief : H.M. The Queen.
The Essex and Kent Scottish Regiment.
Allied Regiment of the New Zealand Forces :
The Canterbury Regiment.
Regular and Territorial Battalions :
1st Bn. (50th and 97th Foot)
Moore Barracks, Shorncliffe.
4th/5th Bn. (T.A.)—Tollbridge.
Units of the Army Cadet Force affiliated :
1st A.C.P. Bn., Tonbridge.

"The Queen's Own Gazette" is published monthly.
Subscription : The rates, payable in advance to the Editor, are as follows :
Ranks, 5/ per annum, post free.

Officers, 9/ per annum, post free; Other

The Editor is always glad to receive articles and items of news suitable for publication, and acknowledges with thanks
photographs reproduced in this journal from the Kent Messenger. Address MSS direct to the Editor, The Barracks, Maidstone.
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B.R.I.X.M.I.S.
H.Q. Aldershot District.
Range Control, A.A.T.C., Sennelager.
( L t .  C o l . ) GSO 1 N o r t h a g .
M.D.C. TC. Millom.
4/5 R.W.K.
War Office.
H.Q. B.A.O.R.
2 i / c 1 R.W.K.
Min. of Defence.
H . Q . , B.A.O.R.
(T/Lt.Col.) OC., 7 Malay
1 R.W.K.
O.C. D e p o t , R . W . K .
I R.W.K.
B R I X M I S B.A.O.R.
R.C.B., W e s t b u r y .
1 R.W.K.
1 RW.K.
D e p o t , R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
I R.W.K.
D O P T 2 I n f . Div. B.A.O.R.
. . .G.L.O. R.A.F. M a r t l e s h o m H e a t h

Bailey, J . D. B
Archer, M. G. M., M.C.
Rickcord, M. B
Turner, P. R. H
Dowse, R. K
Brock, J. H
W a r i n g , H. B. H., M .B. E
Eason, J. A., T.D
Etgood, P. N
C r u m p l i n , W . C . D.
Willis, C . F „ M.B.E., T . D
R o p e r , I. H., M . C
Scull, D. S
Macmillan, I. A
W o o d m a n , E. G . , M . C .
A m b r o s e , W . G. R
Ruffell, D
Blum, D. E
Franklin, A. W
A b p l a n a l p , V. C
Winstanley, R. G . . . .
O s b o r n e , E. C . S
Shearburn, S. R. O'R. . .
C a m p b e l l , D. P . I

CAPTAINS
Fitzpatrick, J. N.
M a n n e r i n g , L. A .
Dinsdale, J. W. .

P.S.O.
I R.W.K
H.Q., 2 T.A.F.
LIEUTENANTS

Clinch, M. J.
C o l e s , J . B. .

1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
2nd

Andrews, A. J.
P o u l s o m , P . A . H,
Martindale, J. . . .
S c h o o l i n g , R . F. .

LIEUTENANTS
Ghana Regt.
Ghana Army.
. 1 R.W.K.
.1 R.W.K.

QUARTERMASTER
C o o k , E. S . , M.B.E

( M a j . ) 6 K.A.R.

4th/5th

BATTALION

H o n o r a r y C o l o n e l : L t .  C o l . G. E. L. P a r d i n g t o n , M.B.E.,
Commanding Officer: Lt.Col. A. R. H. Waring, T.D.
CAPTAINS
A.S.P.T., A l d e r s h o t .
1 Buffs.
Staff College.
1 R.W.K.
C.O.S.D.O., C y p r u s .
H o m e C o u n t i e s B r i g a d e ( D e p o t P.S.)
1 R.W.K.
Staff College.
M o n s O.C.S.
F e d . M a l a y a Mil. F o r c e s .
H . Q . , 3 9 I n f . Bde.
Adit., 1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
3 Para
1 Mx.

Clarke, C. S.
D o d s o n , K. . .
Fle'tcher, J. S.
Goodwin, P. J.
Norton, J. D.
Lygo, J. R.
Leigh, P. S., M.C
Woolstencroft, D.
N e v e , R. W . , M . C
Wood, W. R.
T a r v e r , C . L.
Newall, M. R. M
P y b u s , I . D. . . .
H e a t l y , A . F. .
Durtnell, R. J.

SecondinCommand: Major T. C. Coath.

MAJORS
B o b b y , F. J .
L a r g e , J . L.
Pennells, H. D. A

CalverJones J.
Innes, C. A.
O g i l v i e , J . B.
CAPTAINS

Duggan, H. R.
R o b s o n , T . J . R.
Clemence, M. J.
W a t s o n , K. E.

George, P. M. J.
Nyren, M. V.
MorleyJacob, P. J.
Fraser, C. G.

LIEUTENANTS
LIEUTENANTS
A . D . C . , G.O.C., E. A n g l i a n D i s t .
( T / C a p t . ) A d j t . D e p o t , R.W.K.
H.Q. 1 6 i n d e p . P a r a . B d e .
R.M.C.S., S h r i v e n h a m .
( T / C a p t . ) 1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
Depot R.W.K.

""aylor, E. A . .
B u t l e r , C . D . B.
Langhorne, J. .
Hiscock, P. . . .
C l e a v e r , G . F. .
Smith, M. J. .
Champion, C. G.
Pearce, N. C .
B a t e m a n , G . B.

Y o u n g , R. N .
Maw, N. N. G.
macLachlan, S.
G r e g o r y , M . K.
C y s t e r , P . L.
S u t t o n , J . D.

Parslow, J. P.
B u r r e l l , G . K.
T i z a r d , L. A . S .
Finnis, S. R.
B l u n t , P. S .
Taylor, M. S.

2nd LIEUTENANTS
Smith, M. J.

Cyster, R. J.
ATTACHED

Major J. A. Barlas, R.A.M.C.
2nd

LIEUTENANTS
1 R.W.K.
D e p o t R.W.K.

Holman, J. C.
Whiffy, R. H.

QU \RTERMASTERS
B l a k e A . G „ M.B.E.
Stephens. S. V. . . .
G r u b b . J . E., M.B.E.
H o g g a r t , E. J . W .

.

'Mai.) 4/5 R.W.K.
' C a o t . ) D e p o t , R.W.K.
T/CaDt.
N o t t i n q h a m U n i v e r s i t y O.T.C.
'Ltd i R.W.K.

Lt. R. P. Gilbert, R.A.P.C.

Copt. Rev. W. A. Greenfield, M.A. (R.A.Ch.D.).

NATIONAL
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.

K.
S.
R.
R.
P.

Cannell
E. C o n i n g h a m
D. W a l l a c e
A. Crane
G. Birch

SERVICE

OFFICERS

L t . R. C , R o b e r t s o n
Lt. P. J. S. Furneaux
L t . R. W . S h e l t o n  A g a /
L t . W . G. L e c k i e
2 / L t . P . F. V a l p y

REGULAR OFFICERS — PERMANENT STAFF
Major J. H. Brock, Trg. Major and Adjt.
A . G. B l a k e , M.B.E., Q . M .  ( M a j o r )

f.D.

Visit of H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent
to 1st Battalion, on 10th June, 1960

H.R.H. arrives on Sir John Moore Plain and is greeted by
the Colonel of the Regiment.

Behind H.R.H. is Captain

Gerry Cleaver, her A.D.C. for the day.
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T long last I am able to announce the title of the future
Regiment to be formed when we amalgamate with
The Buffs early next year, indeed it has very recently been
published in the papers. The title will be :—
" The Queen's Own Buffs, The Royal Kent Regiment."
The short title and the title to be used on parade will be :—
" Queen's Own Buffs."
It has also been recently announced that His Majesty
King Frederick IX, King of Denmark (the present Colonel
inChief of The Buffs) is to be the ColonelinChief of the
future Regiment, while Her Royal Highness The Duchess
of Kent is to be the Colonel. The amalgamated Regiment
will thus be doubly honoured by Royalty — a most unusual
distinction as well as a great privilege. The Royal house of
Denmark originally became connected with The Buffs in
1689 when the then Prince George of Denmark, who was
Queen Anne's consort, became their Colonel, while the
Kings of Denmark have been ColonelsinChief of The Buffs
since 1906.
Recommendations have also been made to the War
Office that the Badge should be " The White Horse of Kent
with Invicta," that the Regimental Motto should be " Veteri
Frondescit Honore " (the present motto of The Buffs),
which, literally translated, means " with its ancient honour
it is ever green," and that the official facing colour and pip
ing should be buff. The badge will be worn as the collar
badge whenever appropriate, and will, of course, appear in
the centre of the Regimental Colour, on which will also
appear the Motto. I have little doubt that these recommen
dations will be approved shortly.
The design of the Colours is still under discussion, but
they will bear the cherished Battle Honours of both Regi
ments. It is planned that the Regimental Colour should have
a buff field, thus perpetuating this unique feature for a
Royal Regiment, and that it should incorporate the Dragon
Badge of The Buffs (3rd Foot), the Lion and Crown Badge
of the 50th and something to commemorate the 97th, pos
sibly its motto, " Quo Fas et Gloria Ducunt." The colours
for games, etc., will be dark blue and buff.
Certain principles have, I think, quite rightly, formed
the basis for the many discussions that have taken place
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between the two Regiments in reaching these solutions.
These are that all that is best in the Regimental traditions
and history of both Regiments should be perpetuated, that
due weight should be given to the views of those now serv
ing as they will be responsible for forming and developing
the future Regiment, and fair play for both sides.
A tremendous amount of thought and work has been
put into the production of these solutions and, although
everyone may not be happy about the outcome, I am sure
that it would be difficult, if not impossible, to arrive at a
better compromise between two such old and very dis
tinguished Regiments — The Buffs trace their origin from
the Trained Bands of London in 1572 and The Queen's
Own to the raising of the 50th in 1756 during the Seven
Years War, while both became associated with the County
of Kent in 1782. This county connection will, of course,
now be greatly strengthened instead of being divided. The
Territorial Battalions of both Regiments will continue to
form part of the future Regiment, but will retain their
present titles and badges.
For obvious reasons I have not been able to consult
everyone over these problems, but I am most grateful to
all those who have given me their advice and help and in
particular to the Regimental Council and Regimental Amal
gamation Committee. There is no doubt that there is a
strong body of Regimental opinion, and particularly the
younger serving element, which wholeheartedly supports
these solutions. Now that the announcement has been made,
it is up to all of us, past and present, to give the future
amalgamated Regiment our full support and to look for
ward to the future with confidence. A confidence which is
immeasurably strengthened by the knowledge that our
beloved ColonelinChief is to continue her close association
in her future capacity as the Colonel of The Queen's Own
Buffs, The Royal Kent Regiment.

JJ>. Z.3

&

MajorGeneral
Colonel, The (Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.

"Editorial
HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN'S MESSAGE
HE following is the text of part of the Queen's Speech
made at the Farewell Parade of the 3rd Bn., Grenadier
Guards on 8th July, 1960:
Colonel Way, Officers, Warrant Officers, Non
commissioned Officers and Guardsmen of the 3rd Bat
talion Grenadier Guards:
I do not think that there can be anybody here today
who does not feel a pang of sorrow and regret as we
say goodbye to this historic battalion. Owing to the
changing structure of the Army, other Regiments have

T

already lost battalions with long and distinguished
records. Many of them have held their final parades,
and their Colours have been laid up. Through being
your Colonel for ten years, I have had a closer link
with the Grenadiers than with any other Regiment in
the Army, and that is why I have invited you here to
day. But I would like you to remember those other
Regiments too; and I ask them to regard this Parade
as symbolic of my feelings of sympathy with all Corps
and Regiments in the Army which have lost units for
which they have as great an affection as all Grenadiers
feel for their 3rd Battalion.

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE
Message from H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent,
ColonelinChief, The Queen's 'Own Royal West Kent
Regiment, on the occasion of her visit to her 1st and 4/5th
Battalions on Friday, 10th June, 1960
I was much impressed by my visit to the Regiment
and would be grateful if you would give my sincere
congratulations to the 1st and 4/5th Battalions. Please
tell them all that I was very proud of them today.
(Signed) Marina,
ColonelinChief.
We are indebted to the Editors of the Kent Messenger
and the Folkestone and Hythe Herald for the use of the
blocks which illustrate the Trooping the Colour ceremony
in June, 1960, in the presence of our ColonelinChief,
Her Royal Highness The Duchess of Kent.
*

*

*

*

The design for the 1960 Regimental Christmas card has
been approved and we hope to publish a black and white
photograph of the card in the August issue of the Q.O.G.
An order form will be enclosed in each copy of the
Q.O.G. and it is requested that readers will make known
their requirements as soon as possible. It is not essential
that cash should accompany orders, but we do want to know
how many cards we shall be required to order from our
manufacturers. The lack of this information places us in
a cleft stick. If we order too few we disappoint applicants,
and if we order too many we run the risk of a serious loss.
Please do place your orders AT ONCE.
*

*

*

*

The Editor acknowledges with thanks receipt of the
following Regimental Journals and Magazines: The Dragon,
The R.A.O.C. Journal, White Horse & Fleur De Lys, British
Legion Journal, Empire.
*

*

*

*

Regimental Diary for 1961
A Regimental Diary will be printed for the last time
this year.
Prices inclusive of postage will be:—
Wallets (including pencils)
17/10
Leather Bound (including pencils) . . 6/2
Plcxcide Bound (including pencils) . . 5/0
Refills
3/1
An Order Form was enclosed in the May Q.O.G., and
we should be grateful if intending buyers would complete it
and return it to R.H.Q. without delay so that we can give a
firm order to our printers.
The wallet bears the Regimental Crest on the cover
and can be used to house other types of Diary so it can be
retained as a reminder of our Regiment after amalgamation
takes place. This is the last opportunity to get one, so
ORDER NOW.

*

Social and Personal

O

N behalf of all ranks of the Regiment, Past and Present,
we offer our heartiest congratulations to General Sir
.lames and Lady O'Dowda on the occasion of their Golden
Wedding anniversary, which they celebrated on Thursday.
14th July, 1960.
We wish them every happiness and hope we may have
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the pleasure of congratulating them on their Platinum
anniversary.
On wending our way to the house of bondage on
July 12th, we were amazed to see a queerlooking cannon
posted outside our front door.
The contraption was under the control of Pte.
Citscombe (we hope that's how he spells it), of the 1st Bn.,
who, in Yankee vernacular, knows his onions when it comes
to the illustration and demonstrational instruction of
" Wombats."
It's a long way back since we first made our acquaint
ance with artillery, but Cits' Wombat sure beats Banagher.
If what he told me was authentic, that " banger " could
knock spots off Queen Elizabeth's Pocket Pistol in Dover
Castle, or Roarin' Meg on Derry's Walls.
If there is ever again a National Call Up we are going
to insist on joining the Wombats.
We looked up the Oxford Dictionary for the definition
of a " Wombat." It states: " It is an Australian marsupial
mammal about the size of a badger."
That lexicographer sure missed the mark, for Pte.
Cits' banger bears no resemblance whatsoever—No, Sir !
*

*

*

*

We noted that Capt. Mannering was in charge of the
1st Bn. demonstration party which showed the flag at the
Kent Agricultural Show—including Cits' cannon.
*

*

*

*

Major De S. H. LewisBarned writing from Morogoro
where he and his wife are visiting their son and his family,
informs us that they were entertained by Brigadier and Mrs.
Whitty and were overwhelmed by their hospitality.
When the " LBs " return we may be in a position to
enlarge on their visit, but at any rate we are pleased to note
they are enjoying themselves in the land of the Morogorions.
*
*
*
*
We congratulate Q.M.S.(O.R.S.) Bill Maltman on being
awarded the Meritorious Service Medal.
*

*

*

*

North Wales is hardly the place where one would ex
pect to find a concentration of former members of The
Queen's Own. That is what Major Blum and C.S.M.
Palmer of the 1st Battalion thought when they arrived at
Kinmel Camp near Rhyl to plan for the Combined Cadet
Force Camp, and they found the following on duty with
The Royal Pioneer Corps there : Major A. E. Sidders, Lt.
S. H. Summersby, C.Q.M.S. A. Mullender and Sgt. W.
Baker — all of whom served as boys in the 2nd Battalion.
Sgt. J. Langridge, exTransport and Sgt. J. Bonwick,
exlst Battalion, and, in addition, the Camp Commandant,
Capt. C. C. Davey, a Regular Officer in the R.P.U., who
served with the 1st Battalion in Greece and Egypt, 1946/7.
*

*

*

*

Colonel Basil Clay tells us that he met Colonel and
Mrs. V. S. Clarke at Beaminster, and both were very
cheerful.
We hope that Colonel Clay's eyes are now alright and
ceasing to give him trouble.
*

*

*

*

We met Col. Theobald several times lately and on each
occasion he was bowed down with tomes, which he in
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formed us were his homework connected with the A.C.F.
" Homework, indeed ! " What with the fun and games
involved in Reunions, Tents, Q.O.G.s and amalgamations—
to quote a few — WE are the nearest thing to perpetual
motion.
*
*
*
*
Mr. Arthur Dowell, our Canadian veteran, has written
to us once more informing us of a change in his address.
He enquires " as to who is the oldest surviving officer of
the Regiment."
If he had asked who FELT the oldest we would have
replied : " He is right here at R.H.Q."
*

*

*

*

Major David Monckton, who now resides at Wey
bridge, writing to Major Ian Macmillan, states he is now
the London manager of Britvic and in control of the sales
operation in London and the S.E. Counties.
Good for you David ! Next time L visit the local I'll
order a Britvic and forgo my usual Guinness, and say
" Slanthe."
*
*
*
*
We congratulate W.O.II G. V. I. Simpson of the 1st
Battalion on his award in the Birthday Honours List and
wish him many happy years to wear it.
*

*

*

*

Back East — in a letter from Lt.Col. Kip Keenlyside,
who is domiciled at Lilongwe in Nyasaland (a long way
from the Morogorions), we are pleased to see that he hopes
to visit the U.K. sometime next year for the Easter and
Summer holidays.
In his own words he " retired from retirement from
cricket this year and has been made Captain of the Province
team " — He made a century in his first match.
More power to his bat, we offer him our congratula
tions and hope to see him when he gets back to Blighty.
*
*
*
*
An unusual feature figures in the Visitors' Book this
month. Father and son on one page. MajorGeneral
Tarver and his son. Captain C. L. Tarver. The latter signed
out on appointment to N.I.D. last month, whilst his father,
looking remarkably well, honoured us with a social visit —
in fact he looked in excellent " SHAPE."
*

*

*

*

one, and concludes by sending his best wishes to all Past
and Present members, with the hope that we shall have fine
weather.
*

*

*

*

Tail Piece — Would anyone swap a pennyfarthing bicycle,
a case of cutthroat razors and a Kruger tikky for a second
hand wombat ?
T.P.M.

O

REGIMENTAL

CRICKET

UT of three matches played in June, one against the
Penguins was narrowly lost, and the other two, against
The Buffs and West Kent C.C., were won convincingly. It
was especially gratifying to beat The Buffs, for not only is
this our last year as The Queen's Own, but we have not
beaten them for the past four years. 2nd Lt. John Holman
(70) and 2nd Lt. Hamlyn Whitty (36) put on a bright stand
of 63 before we declared at 198 for 6. Using a wet ball, Cpl.
Brown and Pte. Bradshaw then bowled The Buffs out for 86.
The next day Capt. Heatly batted brilliantly to make 99
and enabled us to declare at 182 for 6 against the West
Kent C.C. In a close finish, we dismissed their last man
with ten minutes to spare, and won by 48 runs.
SCORES
Saturday, 11th June:
QUEEN'S OWN v THE PENGUINS C.C.
Penguins 135 (Cpl. Morris 4 for 32).
Queen's Own 105 (L/Cpl. Piper 30 not out).
Result: Lost by 30 runs.
Friday, 24th June, at Canterbury:
QUEEN'S OWN v THE BUFFS
Queen's Own 198 for 6 (2nd Lt. Holman 70, Cpl.
Morris 42, 2nd Lt. Whitty 36).
The Buffs 86 (Cpl. Brown 5 for 25, Pte. Bradshaw
5 for 23).
Result: Won by 112 runs.
Saturday, 25th June, at Depot:
QUEEN'S OWN v WEST KENT C.C.
Queen's Own 182 for 6 (Capt. Heatly 99, Cpl.
Brown 37).
West Kent C.C. 134 (Cpl. Brown 4 for 28, 2nd Lt.
Whitty 3 for 29).
Result: Won by 48 runs.

Major Eric Woodman stayed only sufficiently long to
sign the book and go oft' on some more important business.
*
*
*
*

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AND DEATHS

Major G. D. Stilwell, R.A.M.C., Rtd., called with a
museum exhibit. We are indebted to him for some other
relics given in the past. A relative of Major Stilwell served
in the Old Kent Volunteer Force.
The 4/5th Battalion was represented by Lt. G. K.
Burrell, no stranger here. We were delighted to see him
again.

CURTIS—BA1LY.—The engagement is announced between
David Richard, youngest son of LieutenantColonel and
Mrs. A. G. C. Curtis, of Rackstraws, Brenchley, Kent,
and Jane Elizabeth, eldest daughter of Mr. K. L. M.
Baily, of Laddingford House, Yalding, Kent, and the
late Mrs. Baily.

*

*

*

ENGAGEMENT

*

Lt.Col. Mike Read, on leave from Muscat (where the
dates come from) signed up. looked up his old confreres,
left his forwarding address and went off for what we hope
will be a happy holiday.
*
*
*
*
Mr. F. Carley, who is 89 years of age, and who for
many years was a consistent attendant at our Annual
Reunions, has written to say he is unable to attend the 1960

MARRIAGE
WEST—TAYLOR.—The marriage took place at St.
Michael's Church, Chatham, on 18th June, 1960, of
Mr. David Taylor, of Portsmouth F.C., and Miss
Florence Mary West, daughter of Corporal and Mrs.
West, of The Depot, The Queen's Own Royal West
Kent Regiment. Fifty guests attended the reception at
the Prince of Wales Hotel, Chatham.
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GOLDEN

WEDDING

O'DOWDA—SIMPSON.—On July 14th, 1910, at St.
George's Church, Aldershot, James Wilton O'Dowda,
son of the late Colonel O'Dowda, to Gaynor Leonora
Jane Simpson, daughter of the late MajorGeneral
C. R. Simpson, C.B.

these was done by the late Col. H. D. Buchanan Dunlop and
the Memorial unveiled by the late Col. P. N. Anstruther in
1938.
Yours faithfully,
L. W. Dawson
Dear Willie,

DEATHS
BONES.—The death took place recently of Mr. (Jim) Bones
at Bromley. The deceased served in the 6th (S.) Bn.,
R.W.K. He was buried on Thursday, 16th June.
WONNALL.—On July 13th, 1960, in a nursing home at
Hove, Maurice Hugh (Micky) Wonnall, M.B.E., T.D.,
of Dyke Road Avenue, Hove, dear husband of Sammy
and beloved son of Mrs. Wonnall, of Teignmouth,
Devon. Service at the Downs Crematorium, Rear
Road, Brighton, on Saturday, July 16th at 12 noon.

REGIMENTAL MEMORIALS
You might care to record that there is a memorial to
those of the 6th and 7th Battalions who fell in World War I
in the Parish Church of ShorehambySea. These two did
their training there before going to France in 1915.
There is also a memorial to those of the 11th Battalion
in the High Street at Lewisham.
Yours sincerely,
Donovan Jackson

OBITUARY
OBITUARY TO TOM ASPINELL
It is with regret that I have to record the passing of
one of our branch members in the person of William
Thomas Aspinell. He died on 26th May last and was interred
in Plaistow, Bromley Cemetery on 31st May. He had been a
member of the Branch for several years and, until recently,
had been a very active one. Badly wounded during the
191418 War, he had suffered leg trouble ever since and the
climax was a long illness and leg operation from which he
never recovered. He joined the 6th (S) Battalion The
Queen's Own in the 1st "Kitchener's Army" 100,000 and
after being sent to Maidstone he proceeded with many
others to Purfleet in September, 1914. A signal section being
formed he immediately volunteered as one of its number
and remained with it all through the many battles in which
the Battalion was engaged, from Loos 1915 to Nivelle 1918,
when it would appear he received his wounds in this last
engagement. He did splendid work in keeping communi
cations going in his role as an N.C.O., when he eventually
became Sergeant of the Signal Section. He held the 191415
Star and the General Service and Victory Medals. He was
68 years of age.
About two dozen floral tributes were sent to his funeral,
including those from his family to whom we tender our
deepest sympathy in their sad bereavement. Flowers were
sent from the Bromley Branch of the Past and Present
Association as well as from the Regiment. Maj. Leslie
Pyrke represented the 6th (S) Battalion, O.C.A. and Mr.
G. H. Cockell, the Bromley Branch Past and Present Asso
ciation.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Dear Sir,
I read with interest the article on "Memorials to the
Queen's Own" by Lt.Col. H. D. Chaplin in the June issue
of the Gazette. It is pointed out that the Memorial to those
of the Regiment who fell in the Ypres Salient during the
191418 War has not been recorded. The Regimental
Memorial Banner and Plaque are in St. George's Memorial
Church, Ypres and the preparatory work in connection with

The Old Coach House,
Rye,
Sussex
July 15th, 1960
Lieut. General Sir James and Lady O'Dowda thank all
ranks past and present most heartily for their very kind
telegram of congratulations on the occasion of their golden
wedding anniversary.



PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS
Extracts from London Gazette
REGULAR ARMY
Royal Army Ordnance Corps
Brig. C. H. McVittie, C.B.E., A.M.B.l.M. (40716) to be
Maj.Gen., 16th April, 1960.
R.W.K.
Short Service Commission
Lt. M. Archer (457672) relinquishes his commission on com
pletion of service with the Ghana Military Forces,
19th June, 1960.
Regular Army Reserve of Officers
Capt. F. W. Thatcher (258693) (Emp. List 4) relinquishes his
commission 1st February, 1960 and is granted the hon.
rank, of Captain.
Class III
Lt. J. M. Leigh (444187), Lt. F. C. Raven (444193) from
A.E. Res. of OfTrs. Nat. Serv. List to be Lt., 6th July,
1960, retaining present seniority.
Army Emergency Reserve of Officers
National Service List
Maurice Archer (457672) (formerly Lt. R.W.K.) to be Lt.,
19th June, 1960, with seniority 1st May, 1960.
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The Visit to 1st Bn. The Queen's Own
by H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent
»N the 10th June, the 1st Bn., The Queen's Own,
Trooped the Colour before Her Royal Highness the
Duchess of Kent, the Colonel of the Regiment.
Her Royal Highness's visit was made the occasion of
a Regimental " At Home " attended by over 2,000 people
to which Past and Present members of the Regiment, the
families and friends were invited.
The day started with the Parade on Sir John Moore
Plain, Shorncliffe. The "March On" was sounded, in
the rain at half past ten. Her Royal Highness was due to
arrive at 11 o'clock. Five minutes before she arrived the
rain stopped—the sun came out and stayed out for the rest
of the day. On her arrival she was greeted with a trumpet
Fanfare and the Royal Salute. She then, accompanied
by General Talbot. Lt.Col. Gwilliam, commanding the
Parade, and Capt. Gerry Cleaver, her A.D.C. for the day,
inspected the Ranks.
After the inspection the parade followed the normal
procedure. First the Troop by the Band and Drums.
Then the Colour was trooped, carried by 2/Lt. Roger
Schooling with the escort commanded by Lt. Crispin
Champion. After the Trooping the four guards marched
past Her Royal Highness in line, in slow and quick time

to " Men of Kent " and " A Hundred Pipers " respectively,
finally marching off to " Our Director."
The parade was impressive. The drill and bearing of
all being extremely good and the dressing during the
March Past of a high order.
After the parade, Her
Royal Highness attended a

short reception given by
the officers in a tent on the
j
Plain where a number of
military and civilian guests
were presented to her.
Among those presented
were
Lt.  General .Sir j
Gerald Lathbury, K.C.B., j
D.S.O., M.B.E., the Army j
Commander, MajorGen j
era! P. Glcadell, C.B., | |
C.B.E., D.S.O., District j
Commander, Mayors of j
several West Kent bor
oughs and the Mayors of
Folkestone and Boulogne.
She then left for the ;

R.S.M. Parker, M.B.E., hands over the Regimental Colour to 2 j Lieut. Rodger Schooling.

The escort is commanded

at this stage of the parade by the Lieutenant of the Guard, Lieutenant Crispin Champion.
can cearly be seen to be drawn.

R.S.M. Parker's sword

I his is the only occasion when an R.S.M. draws his sword on parade.

H.R.H. inspecting No. 4 guard, accompanied by the Colonel of the Regiment and Captain Guy Mannering, the
Guard Commander.

In the left foreground is Captain Mike Newa!l, the Adjutant, and on the right C.S.M. Tillman.
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Sergeants' Mess where she met members of the Mess and
their wives and sat for a group photograph with the
members of the Mess.
A private Luncheon Party, limited in numbers by
lack of space, was attended by Her Royal Highness in the
Officers' Mess where once again Her Royal Highness was
photographed, this time inspecting the Colour Party and
with the officers of the Battalion.
Her Royal Highness finally took her leave for the
4th/5th Bn. at half past two, driving in an open Land
Rover through the crowds of soldiers and their friends
who had come to see her.
Meanwhile in the various messes spectators where
given a Buffet Lunch prepared by S.Q.M.S. Thompson,
A.C.C., and his staff, and the Barracks were open for in
spection. A number of Static Displays showing various
aspects of life in the Battalion proved a popular attraction.
The day was rounded off by a display of marching
and countermarching by the Drums followed by tea for
all who wished it.
It was a memorable occasion, all the more so, for

being in all probability the last time Her Royal Highness
will visit the 1st Bn., The Queen's Own. It was extremely
gratifying that so many came to see us, in particular re
tired members of the Regiment and serving officers and
other ranks not at the moment with the Battalion.

THE PARADE STATE AND
ORDER OF CEREMONY
As it may interest readers, the Parade State and the
Form of Parade are given below.

INSPECTING THE PARADE AND TAKING
THE SALUTE
Her Royal Highness The Duchess of Kent, C.I.,
G.C.V.O., G.B.E., ColonelinChicf of the Regiment,
attended by
MajorGeneral D. E. B. Talbot, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C.,
Colonel of the Regiment, and
Capt. G. F. Cleaver, Temporary A.D.C. to H.R.H.

H.R.H. inspects the Band.
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PARADE STATE
Officer in Command of the Parade :
Lt.Colonel D. H. Gwilliam, M.B.E.
Adjutant : Capt. M. R. M. Newall.

No. 3 Guard

No. 4 Guard

Capt. C. T. F. West

Capt. L. A. Mannering

(The Buffs)

Lt. M. J. Smith

Lt. M. J. Clinch

2/Lt. D. H. Gillingham

2/Lt. J. Martindale

Regimental Sergeant Major :

Bandmaster : R. G. Watkins, M.B.E., A.R.C.M.

Regimental Sergeant Major A. G. Parker, M.B.E.
No. 1 Guard : Escort for

No, 2 Guard

Drum Major : W. C. B. Clark.

the Colour
Capt. P. S. Leigh, M.C.
Lt. C. G. Champion.
2/Lt. R. F. Schooling

Major E. C. S. Osborne
2/Li. J. C. Holman
2/Lt. R. Pickering

Company Sergeant Major B. Simmonite,

Colour Escort :
Sergeant A. S. Rickwood, Sergeant B. R. Hope.

H.R.H. while inspecting the Band and Drums stops to talk
to

Drummer Smith.

Behind

H.R.H.

are

Bandmaster

Watkins, M.B.E., and DrumMajor Clarke,
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The following explanation may be of interest to
readers and is extracted from the Programme for the
Parade.
THE CEREMONY OF TROOPING THE COLOUR

T

ROOPING the Colour is one of the oldest military
ceremonies and has changed little except in points of
detail for over 200 years. It is generally accepted that the
original object was to show the Colours formally to the
whole battalion so that they would recognise them in
battle.
The Battalion has two colours : The Queen's Colour,
based on the Union Flag, and The Regimental Colour,
based on the Regiment's badge and facing colour. The
Queen's Own being a Royal Regiment, the facing colour
and the background of The Regimental Colour are Royal
Blue. It is The Regimental Colour which will be trooped
today in honour of the ColonelinChief, Her Royal
Highness, The Duchess of Kent.
Before the Ceremony begins, the arrival of Her Royal
Highness will be heralded by a Fanfare of Trumpets; the
Fanfare will be sounded on the silver trumpets generously
presented to the Regiment on its Bicentenary in 1956 by
the Mayors and Corporations of certain West Kent
Boroughs. When Her Royal Highness reaches the
Saluting Base, she will be received by the Battalion with
a Royal Salute.
H.R.H. and the Colonel of the Regiment returning
to the Saluting Dais after the inspection.
ORDER OF CEREMONY
MUSIC
1 The Advance is sounded
" The Advance "
and the Guards march on
" Garry Owen "
parade.
The Little Drummer"
2 Warrant Officers to the
" Irish Jig "
Front.
3 "The Assembly" is sounded
" Men of Kent "
and Officers and Warrant
Officers take post.
4 General Sir Gerald W.
General Salute
Lathbury, K.C.B., D.S.O.,
M.B.E., arrives and is re
ceived
with a General
Salute.
5 Her Royal Highness The
" Jubilante "
Duchess of Kent arrives
National Anthem
and is received with a Fan
fare and a Royal Salute.
6 Her Royal Highness in
" Eileen Alannah "
spects the Battalion.
" Greensleeves "
" Pageantry "
7 The Band and the Corps
" Scipio "
of Drums Troop.
" Hoch Hapsburg "
8 The Escort for the Colour
' British Grenadiers "
receives the Colour.
" Men of Kent "
9 The Colour is Trooped.
Grenadiers' March "
10 The Battalion marches past
" Men of Kent "
in slow time.
11 The Battalion marches past
A Hundred Pipers"
in quick time.
12 The Battalion marches off
" Our Director "
parade.
!3 Her Royal Highness leaves
the Parade Ground,

The first phase of the Parade is the Troop by the
Band and Drums who salute the Colour by marching to
wards it in Quick Time and returning in Slow Time. At
this stage the Colour is in the custody of a Warrant Officer
and is guarded by two Sergeants.
Until late in the last century, each Infantry battalion
had a company of picked men called the Grenadier Com
pany. In the Seven Years War the Grenadier Companies
from a number of Regiments, including The Queen's Own
(then the 50th Foot) formed the " British Grenadiers " who
inspired the march of that time. On parade, the Grena
dier Company took the place of honour on the Right of
the Line and formed the escort for the Colour. Thus to
day No. 1 Guard, on the Right of the Line, forms the
Escort for the Colour and in the second phase of the
Parade, advances to the Colour to the Sound of "The
British Grenadiers. "
When the Escort reaches the Colour, the Regimental
Sergeant Major advances and receives it from the Warrant
Officer. He then hands it over to the Ensign. The Escort
salutes the Colour by Presenting Arms and the Regi
mental Sergeant Major salutes with his sword; this is the
only occasion on which the Regimental Sergeant Major
draws his sword on any parade. The flank guards of the
Escort then turn outwards and " Port" their arms; this is
to guard the Escort which, as it is at the " Present, " is
technically defenceless.
Having received the Colour, the Escort moves in slow
Time to the left flank of the Battalion to the tune of
the "Grenadiers March." The Escort then marches be
tween the ranks and the Colour across the front, thus
giving every man the opportunity of seeing his Regimental
Colour. The Battalion salutes the Colour by Presenting
Arms. The Escort, on reaching the Right of the Line, re
sumes its original position.
The Company closes with the Battalion marching past
Her Royal Highness in Slow Time and in Quick Time.
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T

HE epic poem published below was written by Mr.
Stephen Wadey, inspired by what was probably the
last ceremonial Trooping the Colour by the 1st Bn. The
Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment before amal
gamation.
Mr. Wadcy has kindly presented the copyright of his
poem to the Regiment. It has already been published in
the Kent Messenger and accepted for eventual publication
by The Times.
Mr. Wadey joined the Territorial Forces in 1912 anc'
served with them until 1936. He served throughout the
19141918 War in the Regiment.
THE QUEEN'S OWN
ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT

Upon the ancient Shorncliffe plain, high on the Channe'
Coast,
Where years ago our great John
battle host,

Moore prepared his

A famous British Regiment of full two hundred years.
Stands on parade, and well deserves the nation's thanks
and cheers.
It is the gallant Royal West Kents, the fiftieth of the Line
And soon its honoured status will be ordered to resign
For union with the East Kents, full equal in their fame,
So The Queen's Own, with good old Buffs, will share the
County name.
There's a sadness when tradition and a name disappear,
Though modern needs demand the change for reasons tha'
are clear;
Still, the spirit and the courage of two gallant Regiments
Should build a great successor to the history of the Kents,
Before their own Princess of Kent, this lovely day of June.
The West Kent Colours proudly pass to stirring martial
tune,
The multi battle honours inscribed upon each fold
Is the record of devotion and gallantry of old.
Their names call up the mighty stretch of lands across the
Earth,
Where Sons of Kent, named and unnamed, have proved
their sterling worth,
The path of duty, stern and tough, the highway of their
glory.
Endurance, courage, selflessness, the essence of their story.
And so upon this glittering scene of Regimental pride.
Where spirits of two centuries are with you at this tide.
This cordial valedictory marks your zenith and your knell,
West Kents, Time will remember you, "All Hail "—and
sad farewell.
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OPENING OF REGIMENTAL MUSEUM
Thursday, June 9th, 1960

T

HE Regimental Museum was reopened officially on the
9th June, 1960, in the presence of a concourse of local
dignitaries and others connected with the life of the
M useum.

Before inviting his wife to declare the museum open,
General Talbot, Colonel of the Regiment, addressed those
present, as under.
Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,
We live in a world of great change. Changes are in
evitable in the Army as in any other walk of life.
One of the changes that the Army has experienced re
cently is the introduction in the Infantry of the Brigade
Group System. As far as The Queen's Own Royal West
Kent Regiment, of which I have the honour to be the
Colonel, is concerned, this means that we now form part
of the Home Counties Brigade and wear it's cap badge.
With introduction of this geographical grouping to
gether of the five Infantry Regiments which live in the
South East has come, inevitably, because it was the most
suitable place, the formation of the Home Counties Brigade
Depot at Canterbury. Here the training of all the recruits
of the Home Counties Brigade will be carried out.
Most unfortunately and very sad to say this will lead
early next year to the disappearance of our Regimental
Depot here in the barracks at Maidstone, where it has been
for almost 100 years—since 1874 to be precise.
The closure of the Depot will coincide with amalgama
tion . . . the amalgamation with The Buffs which is planned
to take place during the first quarter of 1961. I should
like to make it quite clear that discussions and relations
between us and The Buffs, at every level from the two
Colonels downwards through the Joint Amalgamation
Committee, have proceeded with the greatest smoothness,
friendliness and accord. This augurs very well for the
future of the amalgamated Regiment—an amalgamation
which must and will be a great success. The future Regi
ment will not be a new Regiment—it will be a continuation
of two very old and distinguished Regiments.
The future Regiment will perpetuate all that is best
in both Regiments. It will, for instance, carry on our
present Regimental traditions and customs; its Colours will
bear all our cherished Battle Honours. It will carry on the
County connections of which we are so proud—in fact the
County connections will be strengthened as it will no longer
be split in two. Incidentally, both Regiments were first
linked to Kent in 1782.
The 4th/5th Territorial Battalion of the Regiment will
be untouched by all these changes. It will continue to bear
the old title and to wear the old White Horse Cap Badge,
but it will nevertheless be one of the T.A. Battalions of the
future amalgamated Regiments and thus, very much part of
it. It will continue to have one of its Companies located
here in Maidstone.
The County Town will thus, not only continue to
maintain its connection with The Queen's Own Royal West
Kent Regiment through the medium of the 4/5th Bn. (T.A.)

but it will, I feel sure Mr. Mayor, take a great interest in,
and give its support to, the future Regiment of the County.
Obviously as a result of these changes, it was no longer
possible to maintain our Regimental Museum in the
barracks. A Museum, which in my opinion, was probably
one of the best of its kind among Regimental Museums in
the country. Its future fate accordingly presented us with
a very difficult problem.
The Regiment is therefore extraordinarily lucky to have
been able to move the Regimental Museum to this most
appropriate setting and to the lovely room which you will
shortly see and we are deeply indebted to the Town Council
for the very cooperative and friendly way in which they
have helped us to solve this problem.
The setting up of the Museum in this, its future per
manent home, has, in particular, been made possible by the
kindness, generosity and keen personal interest of Sir
Garrard TyrwhittDrake, and by the support and help of
the Maidstone Museum Committee, and, of course, of
Councillor Mrs. Goodchild, who has just completed her
tour of office as Mayor of Maidstone.
Our sincere thanks are also due to Mr. Scholes, the
Town Clerk, for all the help he and the Maidstone Corpora
tion have so generously given, not only in this connection,
but over the past years.
I should also like to express my deep appreciation to
Mr. Carlick for the alterations and decorations which have
been so beautifully carried out, and to Mr. Groves, the
Maidstone Museum Curator, and his staff, for their splendid
help and personal cooperation.
Last, and by no means least, I am sure that everyone in
the Regiment will agree with me that we owe a tremendous
debt of gratitude to our own Regimental Museum Curator,
Major Love, who has devoted so much time and skill to our
museum over the past ten years. It is due to him, and to
his ceaseless research and personal interest in all matters
connected with the Museum that we can justly say that we
have what is probably the finest Regimental Museum in the
country.
I am confident that in these surroundings the Regi
mental Museum will continue to flourish and that it will
provide a source of great interest, and, I hope, inspiration,
not only to the people of Maidstone and of the County but
also to the members of the future Regiment. It will thus
act as a link between the County Town, the old and future
Regiments and the T.A. Battalion. Incidentally, it was
almost exactly 25 years ago when the original Museum was
opened in the barracks by Lady Alderson, the wife of a
previous Colonel of the Regiment.
I will now ask my wife to open officially the Regi
mental Museum Room.
Then Mrs. Talbot performed the ceremony of cutting
the Regimental ribbon which sealed the entrance and
declared the Museum open.
The Regiment is deeply indebted to Mrs. Talbot for
her part in the ceremony.

171

NEWS FROM THE REGIMENTAL MUSEUM

T

HE Regimental Museum is once again open to the public
in its new setting.

The very thought of moving our relics from the
Barracks to the new room in the Town Museum has been
a permanent headache for me as Curator. However, our
" D " Day arrived, removal vans parked outside the museum
door and " Operation Transfer " was under way—a sad day
really, leaving our roots behind. To complete the picture
it was raining. Would we arrive at our destination intact?
I am delighted to tell you we did! Morale started to rise

the R.E. staff made uniform display cases, members of our
Regimental Association, Past and Present, assisted by pro
viding items for display and so the museum began to take
shape and grow.
Having been appointed Curator by General Oliver and
being a very new boy, the care of our Regimental relics was
to me rather frightening, however, with the help of
Professor L. Buckell (a member of the Society for Army
Historical Research), who assisted by dating many exhibits,
and Lt.Colonel H. N. Edwards, who in 1937/8 was mainly
responsible for the display of items, his writings and pictures
in the Q.O.G. of old uniforms, badges, buttons and equip
ment of the 50th and 97th Regiments remain the Curator's
most useful guide. It has been a great thrill watching the
museum develop from the early start in 1951, designing and
having new show cases made, cleaning, naming and casing
the collection of Honours, Decorations and Medals, of which
we have over a thousand. Today we see the museum in its
final setting with the best of our treasures on display.
Old uniforms of the 50th, 97th and Militia Regiments,
show cases containing breastplates, badges, buttons and
equipment from 1776. A case of models in period uniform
(Militia) from 1650 to 1908. A case of models in period
uniform of the 50th Foot from 1755 to 1938. A show case
containing a few old headdresses, shakos of the 50th and
97th Regiments, a stovepipe of the militia, etc., etc.
Full dress scarlet uniform of Lt.Colonel Montague
Clarke who joined the 50th as an Ensign in 1853, also the
full scarlet uniform of an officer of The Queen's Own,
period 19001939.
Old Colours, of course, are always a delight to see.

Mrs. Talbot cutting the tape

again directly we arrived at our new home without damage
to our most fragile relic or heavy glass showcases.
We are ensconced here now so let's put our house in
order. I had already made plans for the setting up of the
exhibits, so with the help of the Depot Pioneer, Pte. Levitt,
the Regimental Museum came to life again and now the
great day is here.
On Thursday, June 9th, at 5 p.m., the opening cere
mony was performed by Mrs. D. E. B. Talbot, who cut the
Regimental ribbon stretched across the entrance and with
a few well chosen words declared the Museum open. She
was then presented with a bouquet of flowers by Anne, the
charming sixyearold daughter of Sgt. and Mrs. Marchant.
The museum suitably decorated with good lighting, new
floor, velvet curtains and pelmets provides a fitting home
for our relics. Readers of the Q.O.G. will remember when
we revived the museum at the close of the 193945 war, the
War Office was anxious to see Regimental Museums in
which old uniforms, equipment, accoutrements, medals,
documents, etc., could be displayed, and apart from preser
vation of such relics to help stimulate recruiting for County
Regiments.
In June, 1951, we commenced to rebuild the museum;

A nne Marchant presenting a bouquet to Mrs. Talbot
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A general view of the Museum

We are most fortunate in having in the museum the Regi
mental Colour of the 50th—first known Colour carried by
the Regiment in 1763. The remnants of the " Corunna "
Colour 1804 to 1837, as well as the 50th Colour of 1827.
In the centre of the room, and hanging directly over the
fireplace, are the 3rd Battalion Colours. The Regimental
Museum is an appropriate place in which to house old
Colours. The Curator takes a personal interest in their care
and protection, also, all Past and Present members of the
Regiment can see the Colours when visiting the Museum.
We have also on display the Hardinge collection (Field
Marshal the Viscount Hardinge first joined our Regiment as
Ensign in 1798 and was Colonel of the 97th 18331843)
The Sutlej gun and limber presented to Sir Henry (later
CommanderinChief) is in the centre of the room and his
uniform cloak worn during his battles.
In a large show case in the uniform hat, sword and
sword belt, gilt spurs, gloves, sashes and equipment of the
Field Marshal, together with the horse furniture hoof and
tail of his favourite charger " Meanee. " A display cabinet
houses a selection of our Regimental silver, the centre piece
being the Freedom cup and scroll presented to the Regi
ment by the Borough of Maidstone in August, 1944.
R.L.

The Museum is open Monday to Saturday.
10 a.m. to 6.15 p.m. (Summer).
10 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. (Winter).

Read
Your County Newspaper,
Published Fridays, price 4d.

KENT
MESSENGER
The County Paper of Kent
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HE month of June will
be long remembered by
all who took part in or wit
nessed
the
ceremony
of
Trooping the Colour by the
Battalion before our Colonel
inChief. The event is de
scribed elsewhere in these
notes; suffice it to say here
that all the work put in in
preparation
and
rehearsal
were more than repaid by the
great pleasure which the visit
of Her Royal Highness gave
to all ranks.
However, Trooping the
Colour, although most cer
tainly the high spot of the
month, was by no means our
only activity. So often during
the last six months we have
thought how much more
leisurely life would be once we had left the Strategic
Reserve—and how wrong we have been. At the end of
May we held the Battalion Small Arms Meeting, and fresh
from their efforts at Hythe our teams went straight on to
Colchester to compete in the 19th Infantry Brigade Meet
ing. Details of both these meetings are given below. We
await news of our team now at Bisley.
In the meanwhile, a large part of Sp. Coy. had been
away at Chatham practising for their part in the Annual
Royal Engineer Demonstration. Mr. Mike Smith and his
men worked hard and acquitted themselves very creditably
before a large audience. The Commandant of the School
of Military Engineering wrote: "The dash and enthusiasm
which they showed in all the demonstrations was most
noticeable and the construction and operation of the raft
under Sgt. Coleman was much commented upon by the
spectators."
Sp. Coy. again took the field later in the month when,
together with " D" Coy. and other members of the
Battalion, they took part in a military display at East
bourne, produced and organised by Colonel Grace, our
Brigade Colonel. The Band and Drums also played a
major part in this display, joining with the Band and
Drums of The Queen's Royal Surrey Regiment and The
BulTs and the Band of The Gloucestershire Regiment, the
whole under the direction of Bandmaster Watkins and
DrumMajor Clark.
" C " Coy. have been busy practising for the demon

strations which they are to give in July and August at the
C.C.F. camp at Kinmel Park in North Wales, where they,
together with "A"' Coy., some of H.Q. Coy. and a number
of instructors, arc going to be engaged for four weeks
under command of Major David Blum.
The Battalion athletics team has been training hard
under the eagle eye of Capt. Peter Leigh: they are not
having an easy time, as other commitments make heavy
calls on their time. The tugofwar teams also trained
hard, but were both overcome in the Home Counties
District event by 1st Bn. The Gloucestershire Regiment.
Results of Battalion cricket matches to date are, in
brief, as follows:
1st
24th
25th
9th
18th
19th

June:
May:
May:
June:
June:
June:

1
1
I
1
1
1

R.W.K. 203—7 dec.: Hythe C.C. 112.
R.W.K. 60: Hawkhurst 49.
R.W.K. 91—5; 16 L.A.A. Regt., R.A., 89.
R.W.K. 56—3; R.P.O., Canterbury, 55—7
R.W.K. 79; Worth C.C. 87.
R.W.K. 101; The Highwaymen 165—9 dec.

Mr. John Holman and Cpl. Lees, R.A.P.C., are to be
congratulated on their selection to play cricket for Eastern
Command.
Pte. Kirby, H.Q. Coy., is having a very successful
cycling season. He came 4th in the Glade C.C. (Essex)
"50," 1st in the Canterbury C.C. "25," and 1st in the
Hounslow " 100." In all these meetings there were a
hundred or more riders. Kirby is a member of the Med
way Wheelers C.C. and the Amateur Cycling Union.
Our sincere congratulations to R.Q.M.S. Simpson on
his welldeserved award of the M.B.E. in the Birthday
Honours List.
Our congratulations, too, to Sgt. Grimshaw, R.A.P.C.,
son of Major Bill Grimshaw, on his marriage, and to the
following on an increase in strength: Cpl. and Mrs. Cater,
a son: L/Cpl. and Mrs. Dawney, a son; Cpl. and Mrs.
Pentney, a son: Cpl. and Mrs. Potts, a daughter; L/Cpl.
and Mrs. Ford, a son. To Mr. Jim Coles on his promo
tion to lieutenant, and to C/Sgl. Kelly, whom we welcome
back from 4th/5th Bn., on his promotion.
We are very glad to see Major Eric Woodman back
with the Battalion after his course at the J.S.S.C.
We should like to give a special welcome to Capt.
Cecil West, The Bull's, who has been about the place for
some time, but has now formally joined the Battalion,
and also to Mrs. West. We were very pleased that Capl.
West should command a Guard on the parade on 10th
June, but, while we congratulate him on his selection, are
sorry that he will be leaving us at the end of the year to
go to the Staff College. Camberley.
In exchange for Capt. West, Capt. Ken Dodson has
left us to join 1st Bn. The Buffs in B.A.O.R. He. too. we
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congratulate rather belatedly (we were scooped last
month by Regimental H.Q. who don't have to get their
copy in so early) on being selected for the Staff College;
we wish him and Mrs. Dodson an enjoyable stay in Ger
many and subsequently in Australia. We say goodbye
also to Sgt. Chitticks, who in addition to his duties as
platoon sergeant has given sterling assistance to the Drum
Major in training the Corps of Drums; he has relieved
C/Sgt. Kelly in 4th/5th Bn.
We must not close without saying how glad we were
to have the 4th/5th Battalion alongside us on Dibgate
during their annual camp. Unfortunately, we did not see
as much of them as we could have wished, both of us being
busy with our own affairs. However, a fair amount of
"toing" and "froing" did take place, with, we think,
mutual pleasure.

"A"

Colour. We will all remember it for the rest of our lives,
no doubt.
In the Company Sports Meeting, 3 Platoon, our dis
honourable rivals, won the meeting, and 3s. a head from
the 50s. prize. If only we'd known there was money in
it, we would not have put fivefoot " Mills" in the three
footsix hurdles. "Grumph" Longhurst, as mixed up as
ever, ignored the hurdles, and did a fine hundred yards
scattering the obstacles in his path. Look out in the next
financial year, 3 Platoon!
L/Cpls. Hubbard and Remedios, returning from an
N.C.O.s' Cadre, appeared keen to get started on some
training, but found themselves Trooping instead. But still
there's plenty of time for them to show what they have
learnt.
The Elite

COMPANY

What can one really say about it all? We thought
it went well, the spectators thought so too; and as far as
we know the ColonelinChief was pleased. But, of course,
although their opinions are valued, the only one worth
having was that of Mr. Parker. And, lo and behold, he
seemed pleased as well! So it must have been good.
The parade was the culmination of a lot of hard work,
cursing and general hooha, but I think most people will
agree that it was worth it. The cynics might not admit it
out loud, but, of course, cynics never do.
Although most of our attention has been focussed on
the parade, we have in fact been very busy classifying on
the range, in between rehearsals, and "A" Coy. struck
lucky again. We didn't have a spot of rain the whole
time. Firing was suspended on a couple of occasions, due
to fog, but that was all.
Of the personalities in the
Company, we have to congratulate Sgt. Maume on the
results of his Small Arms Course at Hythe. He got a
C grading, in spite of telling the Chief Instructor how to
do a Section Attack properly. And L/Cpls. Hubbard and
Remedios seemed to impress their cadre instructors at the
Brigade Depot, which is as it should be.
The Company once again demonstrated that it was
the strongest shooting Company at the Battalion Rifle
Meeting. We came last and so "supported " all the others.
But strangely enough, our stock soared at the Brigade
meeting at Colchester. Three of the six best Battalion
individual shots were in "A" Coy., Major Osborne, L/Cpl.
Stolton and Pte. Lacy; and also our L.M.G. and Rifle
Falling Plate teams distinguished themselves, reaching the
semifinal in each event. In both cases being beaten by
the eventual winners.
The prospect before us, for the rest of the summer,
seems pretty mixed. Most of the Company will be spend
ing their time helping " C " Company to run a cadet camp
in North Wales, and the remainder will be keeping body
and soul together in Shorncliffe wailing for leave! So
here's to long days and sunny ones!
The Cream
I Platoon
After so many drill parades, the Platoon, all twenty
of them, took part in the last Trooping of the Regimental

" B " COY.
The month of May in " B " Coy. has passed without a
great deal of excitement, and although there has not been
a draft training with us, we have had a reasonably busy
month. Most important of all was the preparation for the
Trooping of the Colour, on the 10th of June, with some of
the Coy. supplementing " A" Coy.'s parade strength.
Although our contribution was small (it consisted of Ptes.
Graham, Rye, Trott and Tubbs) the normal running of the
Coy. has had to be adjusted slightly, to work in coordina
tion with the timetable of practice parades.
For the Bn. sports day, we amalgamated with
" Support " Coy., but during a practice our only represen
tative, Pte. Trott, who looked as though he might make the
grade, was found to be not quite good enough for the
final!
Our biannual trips to the range for classification
purposes has now taken place, with everybody passing on
the Bren and the rifle. The weather was very kind to us
and during breaks in the shooting, we were able to bask
in the sun, which at times was quite hot. From the results,
C.S.M. Heyfron, L/Cpl. Brown and Pte. Graham were
picked to take part in the Battalion Rifle Meeting with the
" Support " Coy. team.
Sgt. Dawson disappeared on the 6th day of May,
together with a great number of " Woodies " pamphlets!
He has gone on an Infantry Weapons' course, and we look
forward to seeing him back again in the middle of June.
C.S.M. Bradshaw has returned to us from the depot
and we are now in the unusual position of having two
C.S.M.s on our strength. He is busy organising the shoot
ing competitions that are taking place in the near future
and we wish him well for the coming event.
Pte. " Don " Curr was involved in an unfortunate car
accident and is now residing in B.M. Hospital, Shorncliffe.
He was not seriously injured and is now waiting for the
time when he will be released from hospital as he is
thoroughly "browned" off lying in bed! "Don" and
Pte. Rye are now counting the days to their N.S. release and
keep the rest of the Coy. well informed on " How long
they have to do!"

175

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

" C " COMPANY
The past month has been concentrated around many
drill parades, which at the time seemed to get worse as we
drew nearer the day of the Trooping of the Colour. For
tunately the actual day proved a great success and everyone
involved was pleased with the result.
The Coy. are now preparing for their visit to Rhyl in
Wales on July 11th, to train and demonstrate to cadets
the art of soldiering. The Coy. Commander and Coy.Sgt.
Major are at Rhyl at the moment getting that end organised
while 2ndLt. Schooling is rushing about at this end making
various adjustments in the programme. All the lads are
raring to go, especially the younger soldiers, who will we
dare say count this as foreign service! !
At the time of writing, Pte. Lofty Hamman is about
to get married, which is also a relief to the rest of us at
Coy. H.Q., as the past fortnight he has spent flapping about
with the caterers, tailors, florists, bakers, transport people
and last, but not least, the hotel where he is spending his
honeymoon. No doubt when he comes back he will be
telling those other two pers of Coy. H.Q. who are hoping
to jump on the band wagon, namely, Pte. A1 Parkin and
Pte. Ray Arnold, the advantages of married life.
Finally, with marches, battle efficiency tests, etc., a
thing of the past, we now look forward to the remainder
of the year passing by in a more relaxed manner.
As most of the month has been taken up with prepara
tion for June 10th, our activities have been confined to
Drill Parades. We are pleased that our efforts helped to
bring about a most successful day, and many sighs of relief
are heard new that the prospect of extra drill in the
evenings are over.
The event of the month for the Coy. has been the
departure of our Coy. Commander, Capt. P. J. Goodwin,
whom we wish the best of luck in his new appointment.
In his place we welcome Major A. W. Franklin, who we
trust will enjoy his stay with the Coy.
Other events this month have been the Bn. Small Arms
meeting at Hythe, in which the platoon was well repre
sented in the shapes of L/Cpl. Len Tullett, Ptes. "Shorty"
Eakins, Laurence Harvey and Gordon (Sparrow) Battel!.
Pte. "Shorty" Eakins has since been chosen to represent the
Bn. at the Brigade Rifle Meeting. We hope he does us
proud and brings back a hat full of medals. With so many
faces disappearing from the Platoon it is nice to be able
to welcome a new arrival in Pte. Ron O'Brien.
Monthly Stop Press Items: Pte. (Buster Crabb) Riddell
has been seen diving out of a boat in the Hythe Military
Canal. We are informed that the strain of his time to do
had got too much for him and he decided to put an end
to it all. Unfortunataely for him the water was not deep
enough. We also hear a certain person is waiting a transfer
to a warmer climate. We understand the attraction is
camels, possibly as a reargunner in the Camel Corps.
" Bilko and Co."
8 Platoon
A period of concentrated drill led up to the big day,
June 10th, and although we got shouted at on all the
rehearsals, we congratulated ourselves for our performances.
We are now fed up with drill, kit and cleaning areas.
In any case the relief has now come and we are now

jogging our memories or. fieldcraft in preparation for our
visit to Wales, of which more later.
The comings and goings: We have lost Sgt. Lowe and
wish him luck with the Special Air Service. We welcome
Pte. Brown and Nottridge, who join us from other places
and trust they appreciate they are now members of the
elite. Congratulations to Pte. Brien Kibble on his marriage
and at the time of writing trust he is enjoying his honey
moon. Congratulations also to Cpl. Dave Scutt on his
recent promotion.

" D " COMPANY
This month " D " Coy. notes have the unusual com
bination of being written in a W.R.A.C. (T.A.) office and
within fifty yards of the Royal Parade at Eastbourne. The
explanation is complicated, but briefly has been caused by
the fact that the main body of the Coy. moved down to
Eastbourne on the 15th June, '60, to set up and run a
mainly tented camp for 250 persons in the Eastbourne T.A.
centre at Ordnance Yard. This camp is required to accom
modate and feed the performers in the Eastbourne Tattoo,
which is to be held in Princes Park (Eastbourne Football
Ground) at 21.00 hrs. every evening from the 20th June
to the 26th June inclusive. Coy. (or rather Detachment
H.Q.. since we have with us elements from Sp. Coy. and
H.Q. Coy.) has been set up in an office kindly loaned us
by a local troop of W.R.A.C.). We have pretty, gay
curtains in the office and mirrors everywhere. The Coy.
have been doing such varying and unusual tasks as erecting
"Castle" walls, spotlight towers and helping, under the
supervision of Ministry of Supply officials, to set up an
English Electric " Thunderbird " guided missile on to its
launching pad. We have also had under command a two
ton lift crane belonging to 119 Fd. Regt. R. E., which has
been helping us to put some of the heavier equipment into
position.
In spite of the aid given by the crane, plenty of physical
effort and manpower has been exercised, and very few of
us have escaped bruises, blistered, bleeding and/or swollen
fingers and hands. Sgt. Gordon even managed to insert
his big toe under a forcefully aimed 81b. sledgehammer.
Next week the Tattoo, whilst some of us will be busy
on camp chores and guards, remainder will be actively
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involved in the Tattoo itself. 2/Lt. Martindale is com
manding the platoon attack (the pi. itself being Sp. Coy.
We are also supplying floodlight control operators,
carriers of the W.R.A.C. P.T. Display Team trampolines in
and out of the arena, marshals, helicopter LZ control
personnel, etc.
Prior to our move down here, thought and effort was
mainly aimed upon achieving a good show for Her Royal
Highness our ColonelinChief when she visited us on 10th
June, 1960, to witness the Trooping. The day itself is doubt
less reported in detail elsewhere so there can be little to add
except to say that we all enjoyed the day very much and
think that we achieved our aim.
C.S.M. Leach paraded as C.S.M. of " D " Coy. for the
last time on the trooping parade. He is being posted after
competing at Bisley in the Rifle Team, to the 4/5th Bn.,
Queen's Own as R.S.M. We congratulate him on this pro
motion and can only add that our loss is the 4/5th Bn's.
gain. We hope anyway, to continue to see plenty of him
whilst we remain at Shornclilfe. In his place we are pleased
to welcome C.S.M. Heyfron who many of us know from
times we have spent in " B " Coy. on either cadres or during
our Continuation Training.
During the months of May, besides the Trooping of
the Colour rehearsals, the Company completed its Annual
Range Classification in both rifle and bren on Hythe ranges,
the results being extremely satisfactory. A very large pro
portion of our members having qualified for skill at arms
badges. Battle Efficiency Tests were also completed for
yet another year and so we can once again resume our
smoking and various other vices which P.T. and medical
experts assure us ruin our constitution for such tasks as
running, walking and carrying.
Our travelling days are not yet finished, since 10 PI.
under 2/Lt. Martindale is off to N. Ireland on 28th June,
1960, where they will carry out various administrative tasks'
at the R.M.A. Sandhurst Summer Camp. More about this,
however, next month.
Amongst movements of personalities to and from the
Company during the past month, Sgt. Leiper has returned
from the Small Arms School at Hythe where he attended
a Platoon Weapons Course. He has taken over as Platoon
Sgt. of 11 PI. from Sgt. Shields who has left us for the time
being to go to " B " Coy. to help out with Continuation
Training.
At the Battalion Small Arms Meeting at Hythe ranges
on 31st May, 1960, the Company did well coming in third
place ahead ol any other Rifle Company. We won the
Falling Plate Competition, the team consisting of C.S.M.
Leach. C/Sgt. Vine, Sgt. Shields, Sgt. Gordon, Cpl. Wilders
and L/Cpl. Dowe. In the other events we did generally
J
well.
The Company Small Arms team went to Colchester to
compete in the 19 Brigade Rifle Meeting on lst/2nd June.
In the Rifle Section match we came 5th out of 18 other
Company teams competing.

SUPPORT COMPANY
Coy. H.Q.
You know, it's the strangest thing, but the amount of
work in this headquarters seems to increase in inverse pro
portion to the amount of soldiers there is remaining in the

Company. When half the Company was at Chatham, we
were rushed off our feet—which were already undergoing
severe strain from Trooping rehearsals. When all the Com
pany was here, life was fairly easy, probably because the
Orderly Room was involved in administration for the
Trooping. Now, with only a dozen or so of the Company
left here, because of commitments at the Eastbourne Tattoo,
life is another merrygoround of returns, letters, issues, re
ceipts, checks and all the other activities that combine to
make our days hectic and our nights disturbed.
As though all that's not enough to plague us, now it
seems as though we may have to spend part of our time in
polishing the C.S.M.'s cups. Why he should get four cups
for being Battalion Champion Shot, I just don't know, but
he did. Well done. Sir, anyway. At least we won some
thing, despite the obvious conspiracy on the part of the rest
of the Battalion to arrange for the meeting to take place
when half the Company was away. It is a funny thing,
but the same thing happened with the Battalion Athletics
meeting. Even so, in the Rifle meeting we came second
to H.Q. Coy., so the rifle companies were foiled again. And
we're specialists too!!
Three members of Coy. H.Q. have left us during the
past few weeks, Ptes. Davies (Arms storeman de luxe), and
Ptes. Brock (Chief Clerk) having been released to civilian
life, and Pte. Baxter (erstwhile senior storeman and part
time barber) now being employed as a fulltime barber.
The C/Sgt. says he thought that Baxter always was a full
time barber—he never seemed to do much else.
Since Brock left us, Pte. Cordrey (now Chief Clerk)
has decided that the new junior, Pte. Atkinson, recently
promoted from a rifle company to join the select few, should
wash the mugs and collect the tea. We do hope that
Cordrey's newfound power won't go to his head; we're
sure the C.S.M. won't go much on it.
M.M.G. Platoon
Little Machine Gunnery has been done recently but
all the same the Platoon has been busy. Half the Platoon
went to Chatham where they took part in a large Sapper
demonstration and showed them what we can do, building
rafts, etc., in record time. The other half stayed at Shorn
clilfe and took part in the highly successful Trooping parade.
The Machine Gun display in the drill shed was accredited
equal best with the AntiTanks—wonderful what a little
Brasso will do!
The two Kemps have returned to us, rejuvenated but
hobbling a little from their identical operations on identical
knees; and are now both attached to the 4/5th Bn. to teach
them the art of machine gunnery; at which they are both
experts. Sparrow Eagles is recovering from an operation,
and Gardiner can be seen polishing his cups which he won
at the Battalion rifle meeting—congratulations from us all.
He and Sgt. Rickwood are both shortly off to Bisley and we
wish them well. The remainder of us are off to Eastbourne to
take part in the Eastbourne Tattoo, except for Goldthorpe
who is still flogging away at his General Certificate of
Education.
Mr. Champion and L/Cpl. DeMeyer are seldom seen
now as the cricket season seems to draw them to a field
with six stumps set in it; shortly we hope to find out what
they do, and how they are doing it. Iveson is to be seen
running, running, running—athletics we think, and all the
while we are growing older every day.
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With everyone in Headquarter Coy. working like the
devil in preparation for Trooping the Colour there has
been very little time for any other activities. But now that
it is all over and how glad we all are, I am sure most of
us, if not all, will miss the daily rehearsals which we have
been so used to for the last month.

amount of work in Headquarter Coy. there has been very
little time for any practice for this meeting.
Battle Efficiency Tests are now completed, although
some of us will still be here for them again next year.
Cheer up lads it's a good life for the regulars?
We can all now look forward to a good well earned
summer, with plenty of leave, that is if we have any to
come.
Consumnatum Est.
M.T. Section
The days are drawing out and summer seems to be
here at last. We have long left behind us Battle Efficiency
tests and range classification (except for those chosen to
represent the Battalion at Bisley, namely L/Cpl. "Slip"
Mahoney and Pte. " Dickie " Mowll), and with the drill
parades culminating in a sparkling Trooping the Colour
on June 10th we all look forward to some well earned leave.
The M.T., especially the 3ton section are busier than
ever, ferrying stores and personnel to Eastbourne to par
ticipate in the Tattoo there. Knowing the amount of time
and work that is going into this show we feel it should be
well worth a visit. Several of our 3ton drivers found
themselves working late into the evening recently shifting
stores and baggage belonging to the 26 Field Regiment,
R.A., down to Shorncliffe Station. They have embarked
at Southampton en route for Malaya. They don't seem
to like sunny Shorncliffe!
The proud new " Champ " owners, namely the |ton
section, have suffered the loss of Cpl. Potts, their section
N.C.O., for the past few days. His wife has been in hos
pital and now Cpl. Potts is the proud father of a newly
born daughter. Stop press news is that Cpl. Carter's wife
has given birth to a son. We wish them well and con
gratulate both Cpl. Potts and Cpl. Carter. It is doubtful
whether we will ever again hear our R.E.M.E. Sgt. an
nounce that he is left " holding the baby. "
The 1ton section has been left to do the less
glamorous duty runs in the Folkestone area, but as usual
these have been done with their normal efficiency. Com
plaints forthcoming when Transport has not been available
owing to our genuine shortage have been politely and
firmly dealt with by the M.T.O.
This month we say goodbye to another National Ser
vice draft, and it brings firmly home the fact that we
haven't so long to do now.
The Mekon Fans.

" Was it worth it?" yes of course it was, even if only
for the buffet lunch, which was held in the dining hall
afterwards, and we must agree it was really a marvellous
spread—well done W.O.II Thompson and of course, the
cooks.
The parade itself was a complete success, except for
the incident of the capless soldier whose name was not dis
closed even to the local newspaper reporters who swarmed
round the Coy. Office after him—keep it under youi hat
soldier . . . .
Once more the talk of yet another Administrative In
spection is in the air again, so what with that and the
Amalgamation early next year we shall probably be seeing
a lot more of each other on the dreaded square during the
future months under the watchful eye of the R.S.M.
The Battalion Rifle Meeting was a great success with
H.Q. If consisting of a team from the M.T. winning the
S.M.C. competition. We must congratulate Cpl. King on
being the best shot on the S.M.C. After all with the usual

If by any chance these notes appear under the Depot
heading . . . and stranger things have happened . . . please
don't assume that Depot Sgts.' Mess veiled plea for assist
ance in writing Q.O.G. Notes (May issue) has been
answered. We appreciate their difficulty in finding some
one among their members who can not only read and
write reasonably well, but can actually spare the time to
write the notes, but we all have our little problems.
Bar takings this month should show a healthy in
crease,^ judging by the number of occasions when we
couldn't assume our favourite position at the bar, because
of the crowds. The Battalion rifle meeting was the first
of these occasions, when the officers, true to tradition,
descended on the Mess tent for a discussion of the day's
shooting. " If I'd got all bulls at 300, I'd have won that
cup myself " seemed to the general basis of conversation

This month has seen a lot of coming and going in the
Platoon. At the beginning of the month the whole Platoon
went to the S.M.E. at Chatham. Two days later Ptes.
Showed, Titcombe, Tidy, and Rose returned to take part in
the Battalion rifle meeting and the Trooping ceremony.
This month also saw the last of the 106 m.m. recoiless
rifles, we now have six 120 m.m. Mobats to defend the
Battalion against tank attacks in future exercises.
As we write these notes the Platoon is preparing to
disperse again, this time to do rifle platoon attacks at the
Eastbourne Tattoo.
3 in. Mortar Platoon
For the last month the majority of the Platoon has
been to the S.M.E. at Chatham assisting in the R.E. annual
demonstration. The demonstration was a big success and
was enjoyed by all. The rest of us were involved in annual
classification and Trooping the Colour.
Sgt. Laming and Cpl. Morton have left us to earmark
new blood for the Regiment, we wish them luck. Cpl.
Ongley spent two weeks in helping to train the 4/5th Bn.
mortars.
The whole of the Platoon with the remainder of the
Company is going to Eastbourne to take part in the East
bourne Tattoo, this explains the reasons for the strange
costumes worn by Ptes. Cherry and Steadman.
At this point we would like to say goodbye to L/Cpl.
(Yule) Robinson who is leaving us this month. Good luck
Yule! Also congratulations to L/Cpl. Dawney and Mrs.
Dawney on the birth of a son. Last but not least we offer
more congratulations to Cpl. Morton on a " C " grading
from Netheravon although he's broken the Traditional
grading gained by other members of the Platoon N.C.O.s.
M.S.a.C.V.
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and most of it was directed at our P.M.C., C.S.M. Lew
Spalding, who was Champion shot. Somehow, this earned
him no fewer than four cups of various shapes and sizes.
We only hope his wife takes as much pride in cleaning
silver as the mess staff, still ably directed by Sgt. Sammy
Kill.
Later in the month, we were ousted from our bar
propping duties by the visit, en masse, of the 4th/5th T.A.
Battalion. This stag night, just prior to the Trooping, was
quite an evening. Many pints were lowered (one of the
T.A. ones was lowered to the floor, inadvertently) and the
darts match had to be seen to be believed. There's some
talk that the players are entering the Olympic marathon
race this year. At least, they'd have the stamina.
Incidentally, all rumours to the ^contrary, we won. Yes, we
did. Alright, so it was a fiddle; we still won.
After a mere fortyeight hours to recover from all that,
the Mess was filled yet again with visitors, this time on the
day we Trooped the Colour. After the parade, and as
spectators, may we say, with justifiable pride, that it was
a ruddy good one, H.R.H. the Duchess of Kent, accom
panied by the Colonel of the Regiment, came to the Mess
to meet members and most of their wives. It was a pity
that the visit was necessarily short, but in that time, almost
all the wives were presented to Her Royal Highness.
There were, of course, many other distinguished
visitors, too numerous to mention.
This would be an appropriate moment to applaud the
efforts made by our caterer, Sgt. Sammy Kill and his staff,
both military and civilian, in preparing the Mess for this
visit. We are accustomed to seeing our Mess spick and
span at all times, but this time it was better than ever be
fore. Well done, the old soldier!
On the evening of the Trooping, a social was held in
the Mess, and again we couldn't get near the bar until
most of the visitors had left. Not that we went thirsty,
mind you that's rarely likely to happen. In any event
there was plenty of FREE BEER available for all and
sundry to help themselves, a most welcome sight. Some
of it was still left the next morning, but it wasn't such a
welcome sight then.
Congratulations are in order for the following. First
of all, to the R.Q.M.S., George Simpson on being awarded
the M.B.E. in the Birthday Honours List. Rumours that
he will now stop counting everything in sight are strongly
denied at top level. Secondly, the best of luck to the two
new entrants into the Matrimonial Stakes, Sgt. Grimshaw,
R.A.P.C., and Sgt. McGhie, A.C.C. (I hope I've spelt that
right, Mac).
Sgt. John Dawson has returned to us after his selection
course at R.M.A., Sandhurst (no. not as an officer on the
Staff). Weird and wonderful are the tales he tells us of
the bull and discipline he underwent, but it doesn't seem
to have taken any weight off him, unless it's off his mind
now that he's back! !
And that's about the lot. Next month will see most
of us away from barracks on various duties connected with
summer camps, tattoos and the like, but we're sure to find
something to write about.

WIVES'

GROUP

The May social was held on the 10th. Those present
were: Mrs. Palmer. Mrs. Thompson. Mrs. Parker. Mrs.
Tidy, Mrs. Gwilliam, Mrs. Marshall, Mrs. Winstanley,
Mrs. Chamberlain, Mrs. Cleaver, Mrs. Leigh. Mrs. Spald
ing, Mrs. Vine, Mrs. Leach, Mrs. Tillman, Mrs. Gordon,

Mrs. Marsh, Mrs. Hope, Mrs. Johnstone, Mrs. Chitticks,
Mrs. Stamp, Mrs. RossGower, Mrs. Lockyear, Miss
Lockyear, Mrs. Patterson, Mrs. Vale, Mrs. Hunter, Mrs.
Kill, Mrs. Potts, Mrs. Mace, Mrs. Heyfron.
We settled down to a very enjoyable evening of
tombola, kindly presided over by C.S.M. Spalding, who
had us all on tenterhooks as he called out the numbers.
We were grateful for his coming along to help us.
A hairdo was a wellthoughtof raffle by Mrs. Simp
son. Mrs. Gordon, being the lucky winner, could choose
her favourite hairdresser at the Wives' Club expense.
We also welcome Mrs. Johnstone and Mrs. Chamber
lain to our Club and look forward to some more new
faces in the future. This month has been a record month,
with 36 in attendance.
A very nice buffet was arranged, a small charge of
3d. a cuppa, and 6d. for eats and a cuppa, which all helps
to swell on funds; 15s. for buffet was the grand total. All
agreed that they had enjoyed the evening.

T

BN.

SMALL

ARMS

MEETING

HE I960 Battalion Small Arms Meeting was held at
" E " and " NEW " Ranges, Hythe. on 31st May, 1960.
The day was bright and sunny without there being too
much of a glare, and a good time was had by all who
attended.
In order to relieve the pressure of events on 31st May,
1960, the Sterling Machine Carbine event had been fired
on the previous Friday (27th May, 1960), when to the
amazement of the professionals from the rifle companies,
a team from H.Q. 2, consisting of those stalwarts of the
M.T., Sgt. Ticehurst, Cpl. Potts, Cpl. King and L/Cpl.
Mahoney, sauntered up to the Firing Point, bitterly com
plaining that they had not expected to have to wear equip
ment again until the autumn at the earliest, and in front
of the astonished competitors from the rest of the
Battalion, obtained a team score considerably ahead of
anyone else. Cpl. King obtained the highest individual
score of the day and qualified for a nice cup. in addition
to his team award.
On the day itself the meeting started with a rifle
match on " E " Range fired at 600 yards, 300 yards, thence
Fire and Movement from 300 yards down to 100 yards.
This was the main event of the day and it was won by
" D " Gov., followed by Sp./" B " Coy., and H.Q. 2 (M.T.)
in third plac».
In the individual field, W.O.II Spalding (Sp.) came
first and won the titles and cups for being Battalion Cham
pion Shot and Champion Shot of the W.O.s' and Sergeants'
Mess. The runnerup was Pte. Gardiner, who also won
the cup for the Champion Private Rifle Shot. Capt. Pybus
and L/Cpl. Mahoney won the cups presented for the best
officer shot and corporal shot respectively.
Meanwhile, on NEW Range the Rifle Section Match,
consisting of teams of one N.C.O. and six privates, was
being fired. Here range conditions were much more diffi
cult than on " E " Range, the range being deep shingle.
Since the match included a "rundown" from 300 to 100
yards, this was quite a hazard, and anyone who had not
passed his Battle Efficiency Tests must have found it very
wearisome!
The match was won by a team from H.Q. 1, with
H.Q. 2 and Sp./"B" Coy. in second and third places
respectively. The bookmakers who had made all these
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Civil and military tailors

50 Gresham Street  EC2

teams outsiders must have had some heavy payments!
The Bren Pairs Match was won by " C" Coy., with
H.Q. 2 and H.Q. 1 coming in second and third places. The
trophy for the highest individual pair was won by C/Sgt.
Williams and Sgt. Lowe, also from " C " Coy.
The InterCoy. Falling Plates Match was eventually
won by " D " Coy., who beat " C" Coy. in a thrilling
final, whilst in the Annual Officers' and Sergeants' Falling
Plates Match an Officers' team met with a dignified defeat.
According to the inscriptions on the Cup competed for in
this event, the Officers have not won this event since 1928,
so it was quite appropriate that at the last i R.W.K. Small
Arms Meeting tradition should remain undisturbed.
The Band played at intervals during the day and
helped to liven up the proceedings, as did various Mess
tents that dispensed liquid refreshments to thirsty com
petitors, officials and spectators.
At the end of the day the Commanding Officer pre
sented the trophies to those who had won them, amidst
deserved applause, after which people made their way
back to camp, the officers pausing on their way to accept
the kind hospitality of the W.O./Sgts.' Mess marquee, to
which they had been invited.
The final scores in the InterCompany Championship
were as follows:
1—H.Q. 2
16
2—Sp./" B " Coy
13
3—" D " Coy
i1
4—Tie, " C " Coy and H.Q. I . . . . 10
6—"A" Coy
5

19th

INFANTRY

22 Suffolk Street  SW1

BRIGADE

RIFLE

MEETING

The 19th Infantry Brigade Group Rifle Meeting was
held at Colchester on 1st and 2nd of June, immediately
following the Battalion Small Arms Meeting at Hythe.
A team under the leadership of Capt Pybus went up
to compete, and although the team did not win anything
it did not disgrace itself by any means. At least one of
the major units competing had been practising for almost
a month, on the Colchester Ranges themselves, and as a
result did very well indeed.
Because of our many commitments, our team had
little opportunity for match practice, and had never even
seen Colchester Ranges before they arrived to compete.
In the individual Officers' Rifle Match, Lt. Pearce,
Capt. Pybus and Major Osborne came 4th, 5th and 6th
respectively out of 29 competitors, while in the W.O./Sgts.'
Rifle Match, Sgt. Tidy came 5th out of 60 competitors.
In the L/Cpls." and Ptes." Rifle Match, Pte. Lacey did very
well to come 6th out of 91 competitors.
In the Rifle Section Matches " D" Coy. came 5th,
" C " Coy. 6th, and "A" Coy. 8th out of 18 competing
teams entered for the match.
In the InterCompany Falling Plate Match a team
from "A" Coy. reached the semifinal before they were
beaten by a Company from 1 D.W.R.
Generally, speaking, although in terms of trophies the
results were a little disappointing, the experience gained
was most valuable, and considering the time that had been
available for practice the results were by no means un
satisfactory.
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4^NE of the factors giving rise to much
anxious speculation and fervent hope in
a " T.A. activities and especially annual camp,
is the weather. There is general belief that
r{ | j l | H typical T.A. weather is just plain wet. Those
who took part in the T.A. Jubilee Royal
Review in 1958 have little doubt about this.
^
The experience of the last three years is on
record in the back numbers of this journal.
1957 CASTLEM ARTIN, S. WALES (we quote)
" Pembroke had its share of rain, but it seemed to
fall mostly at night, and only two days' training were
really affected. In between we enjoyed some lovely weather
but suffered from a persistent, cold N.E. wind. The nights
were particularly chilly and the issue of blankets was
increased progressively from four to five to six, and, on
the last night but one, was supplemented by an issue of
rum to all ranks."
1958 BARRY ANGUS (quoting again)
"The training directive . . . forecast an active outdoor
life for everyone. On arrival at Barry station in brilliant
sunshine, there was a tendency to say ' Boy, this is the
life for me . . . ' Well, the promised outdoor life came
along all right, but that was about the last we saw of
the sun.
. . . moisture dripping from some parts of them and
rising in steam from others.
. . . we realise that Scotch Mist and a Haze of Scotch
are not quite the same thing.
1959 EPSOM, SURREY
A fortnight of brilliant sunshine broken only by a
violent thunderstorm lasting maybe two hours and one
day of light showers.
So fortunes were varied. This year we had a bit
of all sorts. A very hot opening day, with everyone
talking optimistically about sea bathing.
Most of the
first week pretty wet. showers and sunshine with the balance
slightly in favour of the sun, during the second week. The
ColonelinChief, of course, brought her own fine day with
her.
Training. We had a lot of new recruits to turn into
soldiers, with exclusively Civil Defence Training last year,
a lot of refurbishing to do in our techniques on the battle
field for the remainder. Except for some P.T. and Drill,
Coys, spent most of their time out on the training areas,
rain or shine. A Composite platoon of " A " and " C "
Coys, found the enemy for 4 Buffs on their exercise set
by the Brigade Commander on the wettest day of the
fortnight, but apparently enjoyed it tremendously.
As well as field training there was live practice for
platoon weapons on the ranges at Lydd, including grenade
throwing, and a section field firing exercise. Altogether a
pretty full programme.
Sp. Coy. were able to get in some really useful training,
ably assisted by instructors from the 1st Bn., the Kemp
brothers with the Machine Gunners, and Cpl. Onglcy
with the Mortars. Both platoons had good shoots at Lydd.
The Anti lank Gunners were less successful, being
frustrated by the weather, which prevented them from
firing on their day on the range. Sgt. Shapland, however,

had his moment with a 40 foot long Bangalore torpedo
and sundry other violent explosions.
The signallers also had some valuable assistance from
the 1st Bn. in the shape of Cpl. Wallace, and now claim
to know how to operate the 62 set. We hope it's true,
as we seldom seem to get much joy out of this particular
piece of equipment.
Bn. Exercise. By way of a change the Bn. became
waterborne for this occasion and concentrated in Pipping
ford Park for a night river crossing exercise. We managed
to borrow some of the latest assault boats from the Sappers,
and in order to learn how to use them, Coys, were turned
loose on the lake to find out. Apart from confounding
the Brigade Commander's predictions that the boat lorries
wouldn't get down to the lake (at any rate by 75 per cent)
the skill in watermanship was far from outstanding (perhaps
the Brigadier's own efforts to improve this would have been
more effective if he'd brought, his hunting crop with him).
But it improved to the extent of being able to end the
afternoon's proceedings with a spirited boat race (won by
?? Coy.). One Coy. discovered that you could join two
boats together, the resulting " Leviathan" proving a
formidable menace in navigation.
The night crossing was duly carried out by a composite
Coy. commanded by Capt. Clemence, against a lively, noisy
and rather dangerous enemy consisting most of Coy.
Comds., C.S.M.s, P.S.I.s and Sgt. Shapland, who made the
night hidious with terrifying detonations. The latter had
already made everyone very nervous by displaying an
affectionate curiosity in what looked remarkably like an
unexploded 500 lb. bomb on the bank of the lake, neither
affection nor curiosity being shared by everyone else.
Brigade Commander's Exercise. This enterprise was
followed by an exercise set by H.Q. 133 Bde., in which the
Bn., organised in two Coys, and supported by mortars and
machine guns, advanced over an extensive stretch of
countryside against a determined and elusive enemy pro
vided by 5 Buffs. It ended at last in mist and gathering
darkness in an impressive assault conducted by " A " Coy.,
under Maj. CalverJones, supported by a brilliantly executed
flanking march by " C " Coy., under Maj. Pennells, which
passed undetected by the enemy until the last minute. It
made a notable climax to the day, very nearly eclipsed a
little later when the Brigadier found the Bn. transport
effectively obstructing the route for his return to camp.
VISIT OF THE COLONELINCHIEF
The high spot of the first week was the visit by H.R.H.
The Duchess of Kent to the Bn. in the afternoon of Friday,
10th June, after the Trooping of the Colour by the 1st
Bn. We have already remarked that she brought her
own fine weather with her, but there was nevertheless a
pretty brisk breeze blowing from the sea and Dibgate
Camp was by no means the best place for summer dresses.
We admired Her Royal Highness's fortitude in completing
her programme regardless.
She was greeted at the Camp entrance by a Guard of
Honour, under Maj. Charles Innes, the Queen's Colour
being borne by Lieut. Steve Finnis. The she watched a
scries of training demonstrations: H.Q. Coy., under Maj.
Bobby, recovering a wrecked vehicle and removing the
injured for medical treatment; Sp. Coy., under Maj. Large,
handling Mortars, machine guns and the 17 pdr.; luckily
there were no blanks for the last, but the mortar section
did fire off four rounds mortar fire with sandfilled bombs
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Accompanied by the C.O. and (far left), Major Charles Innes, Guard Commander, the ColonelinChief inspects the
Guard of Honour on arrival at Dibgate Camp.
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in the direction, but falling short enough to allay anxiety,
of the 5 Buffs lines.
" A," " B " and " D " Coys., under Maj. CalverJones
on weapon training, wherein it was difficult to decide
whether Q.M.S.I. Dclacour or Pte. Barrow was most likely
to come off' best in the bayonet lighting; finally " C " Coy.,
under Maj. Pennells, doing a ladder hinge rescue from the
roof of the bath house.
The ColonelinChief then visited the Sergeants' Mess
and took tea with the Officers and their ladies, before leav
ing for Lympne Airport for her return journey.
Social. Our main social event was to have been a
cricket match on the middle Sunday versus the 1st Bn.,
with lunch and tea provided for visitors on the ground.
The weather alas, put paid to cricket, but many families,
undeterred, came to visit us and were entertained in the
various messes. The afternoon did turn out rather better
than seemed likely, so we hope they felt the visit worth
while.
Officers' Mess. The Colonel of the Regiment dined
with the Officers on Tuesday, 7th June, an unexpected
pleasure, as we gave him virtually no notice.
The Officers' Mess joined with the 1st Bn. for a very
successful cocktail party after the ColonelinChief's visit.
Apart from this there was a good deal of informal traffic
between the two Messes, a great pleasure to everyone. On
the Sunday, in spite of no cricket (or, who knows, perhaps
because) there was a good gathering of ladies to lunch,
including a gratifying number of Officers and their wives
from the 1st. Bn.
A Guest Night was held on the following day, attended
by the Brigade Commander, C.O.s of our own 1st Bn. and
of the 4th and 5th Bns. of The Buffs and other Officers.
It was a very successful occasion and the Saluting Troop,
which previously had failed to discharge more than two
rounds of a Salute, owing to a defective firing pin, recovered
its customary elan.
On the last night of Camp the Mess dined out with
Padre Walter Greenfield, who is leaving us to join the Royal
Sussex at Hastings, and the Senior Training Major of the
Brigade. After being presented with an M.A.(Oxon) gown
and a Regimental hood, together with a commendatory
scroll, read by an impressively robed Orator (Capt. Torquil
Robson), the latter made a short speech in reply, in which
after describing 133 Bde. as a Sandwich, with a filling
of Royal Blue and Kentish Grey, between two slices of
Buff, he delivered the following rhyme :
It's different in the Territorial Army,
Regulars, new recruits and old stagers,
Respect Colonels and even Majors;
Volunteers are more critical and therefore
Only salute the Officers they care for,
It's different in the Territorial Army.
T.A. Volunteers care for few things
Less than peremptory orders to do things:
" This or that will cease forthwith " and things of
that kind;
You get better results with " I say old boy, do you
mind."
It's different in the Territorial Army.

When a Volunteer said to me once," You know
You're not a bit like a regular " it was a blow,
To my pride, which I was inclined to resent,
Till I realised a compliment was meant.
It's different in the Territorial Army.
It's not that they think Regulars stupid, just slow
To grasp the difference between amateur and pro.
You'll hear them say between the third and fourth
gins,
" Of course he's a Regular" which excuses a
multitude of sins.
It's different in the Territorial Army.
However, although they won't stir their legs
For Queen's or T.A. Regs,
There's one form, when all's said and done,
They know the use of A.F.O. 1771,
It's not all that different in the Territorial Army.
The recce reaches it's climax once again;
The Training Major's in a snowdrift on Salisbury
Plain.
Of course, Volunteers get snowed up as well
But they do it in Amesbury, in the George Hotel.
It's different in the Territorial Army.
When the weather is really foul the Regular says
" Damn it"
I'll go sick tomorrow and maybe duck it;
Volunteers say, for reasons quite beyond my guess,
" I am enjoying this, give me more not less."
Perhaps that's what's different in the Territorial
Army.
B.O.R.
Chaos reigns supreme : With the close proximity of
camp, the Orderly Room Staff have been rudely shaken
from their slumbers and told to get mobile. Office boxes,
file cabinets and cases of stationery are being dragged
hither and thither.
It is reported that the Chief Babu, finding it difficult
to forcibly express himself in English, has resorted to Urdu
in his communications with O.C. H.Q. Coy. Here, however,
he ran against a snag, it appears that there is no equivalent
word in Urdu for Bull—t,' it is said that he had to
extemporise, but with what success no one is sure, as the
two gentlemen concerned were seen " Blooping" merrily
together on the first day in camp.
Orderly Rooms Mobile complete with the Chief Clerk
at the wheel, arrived at Dibgate, where he was joined, much
to his glee, by the O.R.S., ' Tug ' Wilson, and between them
proceeded to set up the ' Brain Factory.' Having distribu
ted Camp Standing Orders, Routine Orders, Home Counties
Standing Order for Training Areas, Fire Orders and any
other orders, calculated to confuse the minds of all and
sundry, which they could lay their hands on, proceeded
to recce the camp for some secluded spot in which to
hibernate. In this particular effort they achieved success,
as it was not until the last days of camp that the Adjutant,
Capt. M. V. Nyren, and other important people, who
normally disturb the peaceful life of B.O.R., by trailing
the elusive pair, discovered that they had set up home
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in the decontamination centre with all mod. con laid on.
This was achieved through the good offices of our late Q.M.,
Maj. A. E. Watts, M.B.E., who happened to be the camp
Q.M. Who said the B.O.R. staff were a friendless lot ?
We hope that they are cleaner in body and mind for
having spent 14 nights in a decontamination centre; we
wonder, time alone will tell. One thing they made sure of
before they retired to their hide out, and that was, that Mr.
Pat Newman, the unit pay clerk was fully installed and hard
at work, and instructing him that should the telephone
ring he was to answer it, but any enquiries for either
of the two super human beings, was to be given a very
guarded answer.
Of the other two permanent members of the B.H.Q.
Staff, i.e., C.S.M. 'Doughy' Baker and Sgt. 'Bill' Statics
Locke, the least said the better.
Sgt. Bill by some devious
means attached himself to the occupants of the decontamin
tion centre, and lived and worked (or rather lived, eat and
slept) in great comfort, protected from wind and rain.
Of the former, C.S.M. 'Doughy' Baker, he removed him
self as far away as possible, taking up residence with H.Q.
133 Bde. in St. Martin's Plain Camp, and it was only on
very rare occasions, when thirst or in search of other
comforts drove him forth, that he visited us. We can't
help thinking that someone must have tipped him off before
camp about life in the Orderly Room in camp. He is now
reaping his reward in the form of documents and corres
pondence which accumulated and carefully preserved by
his friends for him on his return to Home Station. He has

not yet surfaced through the sea of bumph.
will have other ideas about future camps.

Perhaps he

We are now comfortably settled back in our Home
Station and getting down to our eight hours on a 16 off
for five days a week.
Ali Karnmakit.

NEWS FROM COMPANIES
" B " COMPANY—ANGLESEA ROAD,
ST. MARY CRAY
The month has been busily spent preparing for Camp.
On the 14/15th May we had a training weekend which
included a kit check, and brushing up our knowledge on
Fieldcraft.
We are looking forward to having a company supper at
Folkestone, it is sometime since we have held a function
away from home.
The Company Commander has chosen the new colour
scheme for the repainting of our Drill Hall, we are also
having installed oil heating, so in the months to come we
should look very smart and be extremely comfortable.
The scribe regrets that owing to water dripping down
his neck, his senses are dulled and can no longer put pen
to paper, but will write more fully next month.

Members oj the Guard (left to right) , Pte. Manvill, Cpl. Cheat, L/Cpl. Weir,
Pte. Marsh. Pte. Jarrett. C/Sgt. Cavanagh.
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" C " C O M P A N Y — A R G Y L E ROAD, SEVENOAKS
Training before Annual Camp was limited to the prac
tice of those things which we were expected to be able to
perform during Camp and therefore Platoon and Sec
tion training. Drill, Rescue and Weapon Training took
precedence.
May 8th saw the Company once more on Milton
Ranges where some odd scores were made and Sunday, 15th
saw the Company practising Fieldcraft, section and platoon
tactics and fire orders over Pippingford Park, a day well
worth while during the Battalion and Brigade exercises at
Camp.
Annual Camp saw C.S.M. H. Jones, S/Sgt. Wood and
Sgt. Rump leaving on the previous Wednesday as Advance
Party with the Main Body seen off at the station by Briga
dier Sir John Dunlop — travelling by rail on the morning of
Saturday, 4th June.
Arriving at Dibgate we found the camp well organised
and our Advance Party in fine fettle. Capt. P. M. J. George
was lost to the Officers' Mess as Mess Secretary and Capt.
J. Stacey again took over.
Company H.Q. was very high powered with Mr.
Randall (half shares with Alpha Company), C.S.M. H.

Jones, C.S.M. M. Jones (P.S.I.), Capt. Stacey and the Com
pany Commander making sure that C/Sgt. Wood unpacked
his stores!
With the lads all accommodated together the Company
was a compact unit, but the close vicinty of the All Ranks
N.A.A.F.I. shop at times was inconvenient.
For Ptes. Roose and Fuller this was their first Camp as
it also was for Pte. Bristow who turned up during the middle
weekend.
The first week was spent carrying out section and pla
toon field training and some P.E. Tests and preparing for
H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent's visit on Friday, June 10th.
Several of the Company were in her Guard of Honour and
several were presented to her when she graciously visited
the Company Light Rescue & First Aid Stand after inspect
ing her Guard of Honour. Amongst others she spoke to
C.S.M. H. Jones, C/Sgt. Wood, L/Cpl. Sands and Pte.
Ansell.
The now revived Camp Company " Outing " took place
on the evening of the first Wednesday of Camp when the
Company travelled to Folkestone by coach to have an excel
lent supper and to see " Love's a Luxury " at the Leas Cliff
Pavilion. This was arranged by Capt Stacey and C.S.M

H.R.H. talking to the C.O. and Major John Bohby (right) while watching
Headquarter Company's demonstration.
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H. Jones, and we all enjoyed it very much. Some continued
their revelry afterwards, returning on foot from a hostelry
about a mile from Camp.
After firing platoon weapons at Lydd on the second
Monday, the Company carried out its five mile bash from
Acrise Place to Camp. Measured upon the milometer of
the Champ it was exactly five miles, but subsequent more
accurate measurements show it was in fact about five and
a half miles. All but four of the Company were successful
and of these four only two had to accept a lift from the
following older gentlemen in the Champ. Company Medals
for this bash go to Ptes. Mills, Roose and Fuller for their
sheer doggedness and guts, the latter two marching in new
boots and with no previous experience.
Tuesday of the second week saw the Company "play
ing with boats " on the Battalion Exercise at Pippingford
Park. One splash leads to another and our pirate captains,
Lieut. J. Clifford and Sgt. Bateman and Sgt. Palmer
thoroughly enjoyed their time on the lake. A very wet
Company, very happy, later carried out the more serious
night patrolling with great efficiency. They could hardly
have complained had it rained.
The Brigade Exercise, when we seemed to share the
Brigadier with Alpha Company, went off, continued and
ended on a speedy and strenuous note on Thursday, 16th.
The Brigadier accompanied the Company on its flanking
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march for the last night attack and we arrived at the right
time to do the job we had to perform — after a long slog
across country of about four and a half miles in one hour
and twenty minutes.
After this the remainder of Camp was rather an anti
climax of packing up — looking for losses, guarding our
kit and. for Sgt. Palmer and six men a Brigade Guard.
All ranks enjoyed the days out in the field enormously
and would prefer to have most of camp spent in the same
way. Some even wanted to remain in Camp as it was, pre
ferring it to the return to mundain, humdrum, civvy street.
Now that we have returned from Annual Camp we
hope that we'll be able to mow our lawns, pull our weeds
and see something of our families and girl friends. Apart
from Range work in July our whole day training will ease
up until the latter part of August and this will be the time
for the Fantasians to attack whilst the parttime soldiers of
Sevenoaks take their rest.
It has been suggested that we start a Company book
of odd sayings, one of which might be Capt. George's state
ment that he " thought he had his plimsolls at Camp and
might like to walk the five miles," another was a certain
officer who accused the Ordnance Survey people of moving
the camp !
Doubtless Killer Mills and Company could provide
more !

With Major John Large, H.R.H. talks to members of the
Mortar Section after their demonstration. Also in the
picture (left to right), Sgt. Jess, Pie. Briggs, Lieut. L. Tizard
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" D " COMPANY PARISH LANE, PENGE
All efforts this month have been directed towards
preparations for Camp. Major C. A. Innes has been polish
ing up his spurs, C.S.M. Buck his pace stick and C/Sgt.
Sayer his kettle. A crystal ball gazer would have suggested
that all ranks should have been issued with umbrellas and
electric blankets but, as usual, the majority prepared for a
fair weather camp. There is talk in the Company of start
ing an Irish Platoon and we shall be going to camp with
seven Paddy's — anybody seen " Kelly " ?
On Sunday, 16th May, the Company's 1st eleven joined
battle with 872 Locating Battery, R.A., at Woolwich. We
scored 132 (L/Cpl. Wing 32, Sgt. Green 30) but the Gunners
knocked up 194 so we were forced to concede defeat. It is
suspected that some of their Radar equipment was put to
use during the afternoon as a lot of their balls were un
erringly straight. C.S.M. Buck swears that he heard a
distinct " bleep " as the second ball bowled to him flattened
his off stump.
The following Saturday a contingent of the same
Gunners came to Penge for a Social. We challenged them
at Basket Ball but the result was a dead heat so we had to
be satisfied with fleecing them at tombola.
A prize is to be offered for the person who can guess
to the nearest ten gallons the amount of tea which will be
drunk in the Company Office at camp. Entries should be
submitted before 1st June.
Spandau

SUPPORT COMPANY — SPELDHURST ROAD
SOUTHBOROUGH
We have a lot to report as we have not appeared in
print for several months mainly because the writer forgot
to send in the notes.
Firstly our casualties seem to be progressing and we
hope to see them all again at the Drill Hall soon. Sgt.
Findlay has recovered from his fall and hopes to start work
again shortly. Sgt. Wake seems too, to be all in one piece
after his traffic accident as he attended camp and was very
active with his Platoon. Pte. Hibbard, one of our new
recruits, was very seriously injured in a motor cycle accident
and the latest reports on his condition are that he is getting
well quickly.
Cpl. Phipps won the Divisional Cooking Competition
and we would like to congratulate him on his fine
achievement.
Lt. Cyster is now a fully paid up member of the Hus
band's Club and we look forward to seeing him again when
he has settled in his new home.
Camp this year was a great success and a good deal of
training was carried out by the platoons. We were helped
with regards to training by the 1st Battalion who very kindly
loaned us some instructors for the fortnight and who proved
invaluable to us. We would like to thank the instructors
and the 1st Battalion for their cooperation and assistance
at all times.

»
The Company arranged a demonstration of Support
Weapons training for the visit of our ColonelinChief
which went off as planned with help of some bangs from
Sgt. Shapland.
The Guard of Honour provided by the Battalion for
H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent contained several members
of the company and was commanded by Major C. A. Innes,
an old member of the company.

W.Os. & SGTS/ MESS
The following notes cover the Camp period when the
Sergeants' Mess does really come into its own as a Sergeants'
Mess.
As the date of Annual Camp draws near each year
everybody gives a thought to what the numbers will be in
camp and what we shall do in camp.
This year the Sergeants' Mess went to camp at almost
full strength which is a very pleasing thought and every
member was prepared to work, play and BLANK hard, the
days were full and most of the evenings or should I say
nights, were suitably used.
The functions mentioned in the next few paragraphs
were by no means the only happenings in camp, there were
other small items which happened along to the detriment of
one or more individuals but of course these are not print
able either in English or Army jargon so we leave them out,
on this subject we still have not worked out whether it is
the Officers' Mess or the Sergeants' Mess who can tell the
best drawing room joke.
We arrived in camp on 4th June very hot and bothered
and found the Mess had been put in order by C.S.M. Jones
and Sgt. Rump the caterer, and we were able to quench our
thirst at once, this being as such it tends to start the Mess
off with a right proper bang.
Having settled in we held a Mess Meeting to decide
what our commitments should be, some members tried to
break the Mess by proposing large expensive "get
togethers," others quoted their rights! But the meeting came
to an uneventful end with a suitable list of Minutes and
suggestions to place before the Commanding Officer, and
We might add he signed them.
'
Our first effort to entertain was an invitation to the
HQ 133 Brigade and 303 Battalion W.R.A.C. Combined
Mess to attend a social evening in our Mess on June 7th.
We were pleased to see the male section of the above Mess
well represented but were a little disappointed at the
response from the Ladies, still a few turned up and we had
a fairly decent evening although it was rather cold.
June 8th was our next effort. On this evening we joined
forces with the, 1st Battalion Mess and went along to their
Mess to do it. We were granted permission to use the 1st
Battalion Sergeants' Mess for the purpose of " pushing the
boat out" to them. This was a very pleasant evening but
owing to their members being on a dress rehearsal for the
10th June on the following morning, our normal form was
not allowed to be unleashed. However, we all enjoyed their
good company and there were no complaints.
The 10th June will no doubt go down in history in a
r v r c DTr*iXT
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lot of the members' minds, this being rather a full and
eventful day. The day started with our preparations for
the visit of H.R.H. our ColonelinChief and the Colonel of
the Regiment. From these preparations most members
attended the Trooping of the Colour Ceremony by the 1st
Battalion. We would liked to have dallied with them awhile
but we could not do so.
In the afternoon H.R.H. visited the 4/5th Battalion and
visited the Sergeants' Mess. The time allowed for this visit
permitted all members to meet H.R.H., this together with
the fact that The ColonelinChief and the Colonel of the
Regiment kindly consented to have a photo taken with the
members made the day complete.
The evening of 10th June rounded off a very pleasant
day. We were invited to join the 1st Battalion and Depot
Sergeants' Mess in a social evening, one of the very rare
occasions when all three Messes get together for a chin wag
and a tot.
On Sunday 11th June we entertained our families and
friends, fed and watered about 60 visitors in fairly good
style, it was not a very good day from the weather point of
view but we did our very best under the circumstances, some
of the visitors went by coach to Folkestone area, and a small
party stayed in the Mess to join in with a session of tombola.
In view of the fact that the whole Brigade was under
canvas together we decided to invite the 4th and 5th Bat
talions The Buffs to a social evening on the 13th June, this
was hampered by weather and the 4th and 5th Battalions
The Buff's were doing early morning parades, so the even
ing was brought to a quiet close fairly early, but we were
pleased to see the other members of the Brigade in our Mess
for a " Get together."
Friday, 17th June was to be a day of days in the Social
Rounds but although not quite as we would have liked it,
it did turn out quite well. Our intentions were as follows —
that we visit the Officers' Mess during the lunch break to
boost up their sales, or should I say "Bills." 1 hope I don't
get shot for this, but as one certain member said : " Yeah,
and Bills they don't pay "—do your worst you powers that
be — there must be a guilty conscience here and there now,
I bet. The P.M.C. and Sgt. Locke will no doubt snigger
about the past remark.
To carry on the day we intended to invite the Brigade
Commander, Commanding Officer and Officers to our Mess
for the evening to join in with the odd games to include the
Officers' and Sergeants' Annual Darts Match. This could
not be a long party due to an Officer's Dinner Night so we
had to content ourselves with an hour together, however,
during this hour the Dart Competition was played off and
the Officers won. what's up with you ice cream scoffiing,
lemonade drinking, Crunchie Bar munching Sergeants ?
Stick to beer — it steadies the nerves — and beat 'em next
time.
Further to the above the Mess presented the Command
ing Officer with a photograph of the Sergeants' Mess mem
bers, and Sgt. Kelly, exP.S.I. of D Company, was presented
with a tankard which he promptly filled with a Kelly Brew
and commenced to make everybody ill by giving us a drink
from it.
The above evening was rounded off with an excellent
curry dinner prepared by L/C Swattling, the Mess Cook,
assisted by Cpl. Williams, mind you the curry was prepared
just about right, it had to be because (a) the R.S.M.

threatened the cook with having the bowl of curry neatly
placed between his ears and (b) the Caterer was threatened
with a posting to Hong Kong if anything went wrong.
As footnotes to our notes the following comes to mind:
On the night of the 10th June when we visited the 1st
Battalion Sergeants' Mess, the Mess presented them with a
" Queen"s Own Piano," this object of many uncouth words
in the Sergeants' Mess became the baby of R.Q.M.S. Corke
who volunteered to prepare it (of course you know it was
Corky's idea from the start, only a crank of his kind would
dare to commit such an old friend to such a sticky end which
it received).
This box of melodious notes was duly prepared. The
R.Q.M.S. spent three days painting it with Regimental
Stripe Colours, caught and trained large spiders and some
wood worm to remain in the box of tricks until the moment
of the presentation, and to top the lot he made a request
that only a man with nothing left in life would have made.
He asked H.R.H. The ColonelinChief and the Colonel of
the Regiment to sign two keys and the keyboard as
souveniers, one set for the 1st Battalion and one set for us,
well, guess the rest of the request, it was that every member
of the Mess should sign the other keys, this disfigurement
was added. The piano was duly presented on the 10th June,
it's fate unknown, but we can show you the signed keys.
My second note is to thank C.S.M. Passey—Mess Presi
dent, and his staff, with particular reference to Sgts. Rump
and Green the caterers, for all the work put in to make the
Mess happy and contented, these wishes come from all
members.
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and, including boy service, has now " clocked " 30 years,
having joined in 1930.
We also congratulate 2nd Lt. Hamlyn Whitty on being
chosen to play cricket for the Army v The Civil Service this
month. This too is a fine achievement. His father. Colonel
John Whitty. who was also in The Queen's Own. played for
the Army in 1938.

June has been a most unusual month in a most unusual
year. It has been a month of unparalleled pageant and
activity in all fields of Regimental life. Activities and cere
monies which all lived up to their early promise and came'
off with splendid success.
On 9th June the Regimental Museum, now forming
part of Maidstone Town Museum, was opened by Mrs.
Talbot. The beautifully arranged Regimental Room was
much admired and reflects great credit on its founder
curator, Maj. Reg. Love. A large number of members of
the Regiment and civil dignitaries attended the opening and
the reception at the Depot afterwards.
On the following day the Depot virtually closed and all
members of the Regiment, and many families and friends,
too, travelled to Shorncliffe to watch the 1st Bn. Trooping
the Colour. Although the morning began in heavy rain,
the parade was blessed with warm sunshine and an almost
cloudless sky. The excellence of the ceremony, which was
graced by the presence of Her Royal Highness The Duchess
of Kent, greatly impressed all members of the Depot, who
much enjoyed their day with the 1st Bn.
On June 27th a glittering array of "Top Brass"
descended on the Depot to attend a luncheon party for the
Army Commander, General Sir Gerald Lathbury, K.C.B.,
D.S.O., M.B.E., in honour of The Secretary of State for
War, The Right Honourable Christopher Soames, C.B.E.,
M.P., and the Adjutant General, General Sir Hugh
Stockwell, G.C.B.. K.B.E., D.S.O. The reason for the lunch
was recruiting, and the whole party were, in fact, touring
Kent and Surrey, meeting Army Recruiters in the area.
The Regimental Kiosk manned by Sgts. Everett and Taylor
was well to the fore. Many kind things were said about
this and the Barracks in general.
The P.M.C. and Sgt. Marchant and the Mess Staff are
to be congratulated on the excellence of their arrangements
and the clockwork precision with which the programme was
implemented and the lunch served.
The following attended the lunch: The Right Honour
able Christopher Soames, Lord Killearn, General Sir Hugh
C. Stockwell. Lord Cornwallis, Lord Bossom, General Sir
Gerald Lathbury, MajorGeneral P. Gleadell, Mrs. John
Barrington, Miss 1. M. Groves, Councillor M. W. Beastall,
Councillor A. H. Clark, Alderman G. T. Hamilton, Coun
cillor T. McCallum. Councillor I. J. Phillips, Alderman J. S.
Thomas, Colonel T. L. Higgins, L. E. G. Ames, Esq..
J. Haynes, Esq., J. M. Parkin, Esq., R. W. Rule, Esq.,
T. Scholes, Esq., Maj. I. A. Macmillan.
O.R.Q.M.S. Maltman has just been awarded the Meri
torious Service Medal. This is a great achievement and all
ranks at the Depot congratulate him most heartily on his
award. The award is made to a soldier after 27 years of
exemplary conduct. " Q " Maltman, in fact, goes one better

During the week 20th25th June a good representation
from the Depot visited Eastbourne, where the Home
Counties Brigade Military Tattoo was being held. Although
we did not have a part in it, the Regiment was well repre
sented by the Band and Drums and by Support Company
I R.W.K. The Tattoo was greatly enjoyed by spectators
from The Depot.
In the world of cricket, The Buffs were well beaten—
the first time for four years—in what will regrettably be the
last encounter between the two Regiments. The Buffs were
extremely sporting in allowing the last few overs to be
played in soaking rain. This should not, however, detract
from the fine effort made by a very young Queen's Own side.
We congratulate Cpl. West on the marriage of his elder
daughter, Flory Mary, to Mr. David Taylor, who plays
football for Portsmouth.
Congratulations,
promotion:—

too,

to

the

following

on

their

L/Cpl. Green to Corporal.
L/Cpl. Stevens to Corporal.
Pte. Livett to L/Corporal.
Pte. Piper to L/Corporal.
We are glad to welcome the following soldiers to the
Regiment as regulars: Ptes. Smith, Bishop, Piper, Stedman,
Pepper, Cook, Downer, Kamen, Batten, Treadwell.
Perhaps the best news of the month is the return to the
fold of Sgt. Silverside. After completing National Service
he took a job in civilian life, but after only two months has
decided to make the Army his career. We are very glad
indeed to have him back and congratulate him on his
decision.
C/Sgt. Johnstone has now joined the Depot from the
1st Bn. and is beginning to take over from C/Sgt. Barton.
We are delighted at having him back with us; with the
Commanding Officer, he was a foundermember of the
Depot Training Company when it reformed after the war.
We welcome 2nd Lt. Mark Tarver. who is an old friend
here, having been attached to us before. He is to train an
intake of Royal Sussex Regiment National Servicemen. Also
we welcome and say goodbye to Lt. Phillip Heywood. who
has been attached for 15 days A.E.R. training. We hope
he enjoyed his stay with us and gained some benefit from it.
L/Cpls. Furtado, Peatfield and Dawkins have now gone
to Mons, where we wish them good luck.
L/Cpls. Macaire and Gliddon have returned from Can
terbury and a Brigade N.C.O.'s Cadre with glowing reports.
Well done ! The former now has another shot at W.O.S.B.
and we have every confidence in him succeeding.
Four Nigerian Officer Cadets have been staying at the
Depot, their names being O/Cdt. Also, O/Cdt. Isong, O/Cdt.
Aiside and O/Cdt. Obada.
They have watched training and done some weapon
training. They have also been taken to places of interest,
including a visit to the Houses of Parliament. A quite large
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party from the Depot went on this visit and we are indebted
to Mr. John Wells, the Maidstone Member of Parliament,
for the interest he showed in the Nigerian Officer Cadets
and The Queen's Own soldiers, and in giving them such an
interesting day.
As these notes are being written an unusual Depot
tradition is being continued. It is the annual Corporals'
Club outing to the seaside. Today the Depot is left with
Chiefs and Indians but no Corporals. The outing is to
Margate, but there will doubtless be many interesting stories
to relate a little later on. Some of these may appear in the
next issue of the Gazette; others very definitely will not !

+

TRAINING COMPANY
The Passing Out Parade of Gallipoli and Gaza Platoons
took place on Thursday, 2nd June. Brigadier Bird, Deputy
Commander, Home Counties District, was the inspecting
officer. The weather was fine and there was a very good
attendance of relatives and friends. As soon as the day's
activities were over everybody rushed away as soon as
possible, in order to enjoy to the full the long Whitsun
leave.
On 10th June the Depot virtually closed down for the
day. The maximum number went to Shorncliffe to watch

the 1st Bn. Trooping the Colour, leaving Sgt. Sharp more or
less in command of the Depot. Immediately the parade was
over, people made their way to the Dining Hall by some
means or other to sample the excellent lunch and buffet put
on by the 1st Bn. catering staff, for which they deserve full
marks.
On a visit to the backfield these days, one is struck by
the enthusiasm shown by the Depot P.T. Display Team
rehearsing for the many displays to be given during the
course of the Summer. If nothing else has been achieved,
they have, at least, all gained an envious suntan.
On 27th June the Depot was honoured by a visit from
the Secretary of State for War, Mr. Christopher Soames,
M.P. More will probably be mentioned about his visit
elsewhere in the magazine.
Congratulations to the following
promotion:—
L/Cpl. Stevens to Corporal.
L/Cpl. Green to Corporal.
Pte. Livett to L/Corporal.

on

their

recent

Departures from the Depot recently include L/Cpls.
Furtado, Dawkins and Peatfield to Mons O.C.S. They
were given a sendoff under the guidance of Sgt. Sharp and
Cpl. Morris, two hardened members of the Depot " drinking

m

.



Depot Recruits Display Team at Wrotham Church Fete
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club." These two old soldiers, along with other N.C.O.s
who, incidentally, are mostly members of the cricket team,
can be located in the Victoria Public House (saloon lounge)
every Wednesday evening after a cricket match.
This month also marked the Classification on the
L.M.G. for the Permanent Staff. This means that your
scribe will never have to classify again (not long enough to
do). We had extremely high scoring with Pte. Rose obtain
ing 180 out of 186. How does he do it ?
With only one intake under training, it would seem that
Trg. N.C.O.s are in abundance at the present moment. It
has been very difficult trying to invent work for them to
keep their minds occupied and free from thoughts of sun
bathing, swimming etc., whilst awaiting the arrival of the
new intake on 7th July.
The whole Depot is talking about the return of exSgt.
Silverside to the Army. After resampling the gay life said
to be had in " civvy street " for a couple of months, he
decided that " The New Regular Army" was the life
for him.
We welcome C/Sgt. Johnstone to the Depot, who will
be taking over from the Sgts.' Mess Q.O.G. Notes " editor,"
namely, C/Sgt. Barton. We sincerely hope that he will
enjoy life at the Depot.
As these notes are being born, the Depot is having its
security checked by N.C.O.s from the Intelligence Corps.
All the clerks have carefully locked away their classified
" bumf " and strict care is being taken to ensure that they
are not caught out.
" The Beehive."

—

4-

SERGEANTS'

MESS

COMINGS AND GOINGS
Hello and welcome this month to C/Sgt. Johnson and
Sgt. Tom Silverside. The former is here to take over the
arduous task of administering the Depot from C/Sgt. Dick
the G. Barton. May luck and good fortune be with him.
Sgt. Silverside found the trials of civil life too strenuous and
has rejoined for regular service and taken over where he left
off two months ago. Only one goodbye this time and that
is to Sgt. The Bogman Quinn, who has left to take up his
duties with the H.C.B. Depot at Canterbury. We all hope
you soon settle in, Paddy, and find yourself a suitable car
park.
IN REPLY TO YOURS
Sgt. Clifford Jackson thanks all readers who wrote sug
gesting methods of lying prone on a prominent paunch
whilst firing. He adapted the method forwarded by exSgt.
Smiff from Kalgoolie with astonishing results, and wishes to
pass on the information to those other unfortunates so
afflicted in order that they, too, may qualify for additional
pay. The success of the whole venture depends on obtain
ing a suitable exW.D. war surplus slit trench. These are
obtainable at most Army and Navy Stores quite cheap.
Having got your trench, before proceeding to the range you
should mould it to the shape of your body, allowing room
for movement of the elbows. All that remains now is to
find a suitable site on the firing point, unroll your trench,
lie in it, take a correct aim and fire. Sgt. Jackson did just
this and came up with the most fabulous score of 179 out of
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a possible 186; unbelievable, isn't it? A word of warning:
be careful where you lay your trench when not in use.
Sgt. Clifford laid his out to dry outside the mess one day
and Sgt. Ron Gregory drove his car straight over it and
fractured his forward suspension body locking pin—a very
lucky escape.
We wish to thank R.S.M. Parker, M.B.E.. and his mess
members for making us all so welcome at the Trooping
the Colour last month. We had a most entertaining and
enjoyable day during and after the parade, and would like
to congratulate the Mess on an excellent performance.
SPORT
Success ! At last we can register a win in our little
book of sporting activities. Yesterday we defeated the
officers and privates in a 20over cricket match by 20 runs
and 11 pints. After losing the toss we were put in to bat on
a sticky wicket. Because of his brilliant display last month
C/Sgt. Partridge was our opening bat with Sgt. John Roberts
who had jumped from No. 10. to number 2 in the top ten
after his record stand in the same match. Our opponents
consisted of 9 officers and two privates; the opening bowler
was Capt. Stephens, of K.K.B. fame, and to prove it, his first
ball landed in the tennis court via C/Sgt. Partridge's bat, for
a six. From then on our score mounted at an astonishing
rate with Sgt. Roberts scoring three fours in his useful 20
runs. Sgt. Brian Taylor had two fours in his useful eleven
and our captain, Sgt. Jim Bona, had six fours in his 39
retired not out. C.S.M. Bert King, B.E.M.. had two in his
12 runs, while O.R.Q.M.S. Maltman had three boundaries in
his 22. Then came R.S.M. Stonewall Collman, who was
content to hold his end whilst his partners scored. Then
the rot set in and the following formed a quick procession
to the wicket, just staying long enough to collect their ducks
and return to base: Sgt. Dave Sharp, Sgt. Eric Anderson.
S/Sgt. Pete Baker. Eight balls to go, 130 on the board, the
R.S.M. dug in and Dick the G. to come. Could we last out
the innings? We did, scoring five runs and five byes in
six minutes, finishing with 140 for seven wickets—a fair
total.
I did mention that when we went in to bat it was a
sticky wicket, but when our opponents opened with Capt.
Butler and Mr. Kershaw, the wicket must have been even
stickier, because we could not shift them, neither could
they score freely and their 10 went up after six overs had
been bowled. Once Mr. Kershaw had been bowled by the
O.R.Q.M.S., Mr. Whitty came in and then we saw some
lively cricket. Capt. Butler's score rose to 43 retired not
out, which included five fours and a six. Pte. Skinner was
soon dismissed, scoring eight runs with two hits before being
caught C.S.M. King, bowled Sgt. Bona. Next came the
C.O., Maj. Macmillan. and our captain showed his good
sense by putting on our diplomatic bowlers. Soon after
this Mr. Whitty was brilliantly caught and bowled S.S.I.
Baker for 45. including six fours and one six, leaving one
ball to come for the end of the game. To save time, no
other batsman came out to join the C.O., who must have
felt like that chap on TV who is never alone with a cigarette.
With 21 needed to win at one ball to go, it seemed an impos
sible task, and it was, because the final score was 120 for 3,
Maj. Macmillan not out 10. The evening was rounded off
with a drink and signing autographs. We look forward to
another encounter soon and hope that Maj. Abplanalp
emerges with less bruises than yesterday, which he sustained
in his bout of wicketkeeping. I must slip in here (hoping
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nobody reads it) that the corporals beat us at basketball by
one basket.
CONGRATULATION
We extend our congratulations this month to R.Q.M.S.
Simpson. M.B.E., 1st Bn., in his recent award, and
O.R.Q.M.S. Maltman on his M.S.M.. and thank the latter
for the christening of same.
IN CAMP AND AROUND
Visitors to the Mess this month included the B/M. and
new Anglia. C/Sgt. Puff Puff Clark and old Anglia. Sgt.
Colin McGowan and intermitted Anglia. Sgt. Doc Roberts
and his fantubulous Jaguar. C.S.M. Ted Leach and Vespa
and Sgt. Geordie Rickwood and a new pair of boots.
Ugh.

TRIALS OF A RECRUITING OFFICER
STATEMENT by 2/LT. B

, 1 R.W.K.

Whilst at
School recently, displaying infantry
weapons, a bayonet was stolen from an S.M.G. There
were sufficient soldiers to watch each section of the dis
play, but the crowd soon thickened to such an extent that
to watch everything was impossible. At this stage 1 was
called away to meet the visiting Brigadier.
At various times small boys were forced to hand back
other items, i.e., 36 and 94 grenades (dummy); normally
we managed to catch them. One of the main reasons for
our not being able to keep 100 per cent watch was the
fact that people ask questions, and whilst one is answering,
a child picks up an instrument behind one and it is difficult
to tell at a glance whether the weapon is about to be stolen
or merely examined.
A MOBAT transom (elevation) now only works in jerks
instead of a smooth movement; apparently a child sat on
the barrel while another wound him up and down.
A dial sight was cracked on an M.M.G. by another
child knocking it with an unknown object, for a purpose
unknown.
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HE publication of the first number
of any new book, magazine or
periodica] is always a noteworthy occa
sion ar.d is invariably one which arouses
much interest. The appearance in May
of Volume 1 Number 1 of the Journal
of The Queen's Royal Surrey Regiment
proved to be no exception to this. Those
who, like the Brigade Colonel, had been looking forward to
the Journal's advent, were much impressed by the results of
Colonel Graham Duncombe's efforts. The general lay
cut, the kind of type selected and the variety and excellence
of the photographs (including a magnificent coloured
frontispiece of the new Colours of the 1st Battalion) were
all of the highest order and the Editor is much to be
congratulated on producing a Journal so thoroughly
worthy of the new Regiment and of the occasion.
In a totally different sphere, nobody in the Brigade
would deny that pride of place goes to Cpl. Robinson,
from The Buffs' Depot, who was only beaten into 2nd place
for the Queen's Medal for the Champion Shot of the British
Army by the reigning champion, W.O. Mitchell. To be
defeated by so slender a margin as a mere 8 points (629 to
621) out of a possible 750, by a hardened veteran of many
Bisley meetings, is a remarkable and most praiseworthy
feat of which Cpl. Robinson, his Regiment and, indeed,
the whole Brigade can be justifiably proud. He did, in
fact, return to Canterbury with the following in bis
possession: —
Henry Whitehead Trophy and Bronze Medal.
Manchester Cup, Class " B."
Queen's Silver Jewel.
Army Hundred Medal.
As an individual he has added to the list of successes
which The Buffs' Depot, as a Minor Unit, have recently
achieved in a variety of fields, including the winning of
the team event in the Home Counties District Rifle Meeting
in competition with, inter alia, two regular battalions; the
Eastern Command Cookery competition; and the Home
Counties District athletics championships. Surely no bad
" bag " for a Depot during the last few remaining months
of its life as such?
The Brigade Colonel's good wishes to all those con
cerned with the various Colour parades which have
occurred since News Letter No. 6 was written obviously
fell on attentive ears, including those of the Clerk of the
jWeaJjher. All four occasions—22nd April at Bury St.
Edmunds, 3rd June at Hove, 10th June at Shorncliffe and
18th June at Canterbury—were blessed by a glorious day.
which brought out large crowds to witness the various
ceremonies made memorable by the presence of. respec
tively, H.R.H. The Duke of Edinburgh, His Grace The
Duke of Norfolk, H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent and H.M.
The King of Denmark. All four parades, two by Regular
Bns. and two by T.A. Bns., were excellent examples of
steadiness, smartness and attention to detail both on parade
and off, and all concerned with the arrangements of those
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functions, as well as those actually taking part, deserve
much praise and congratulation.
The Brigade Golf Meeting was, on a more lowly
plane, an equally successful day and was also fortunate
in its weather. The meeting was run most admirably by
Major Geoffrey Cox, Buffs Depot Commander, despite the
fact that he himself is not a golfer. The Queen's Surreys
took the Regimental Team Cup away with them; Capt.
David Froud, of the same Regiment, pouched both the
best Scratch score and the best Handicap score prizes (and,
one hopes, has since had his handicap reduced for his
pains); and The Royal Sussex Regiment won the Four
somes Cup for the fifth successive year.
Golf of a somewhat higher calibre than was on show
during the Brigade Meeting was played by Cpl. Will, of
The Queen's Surreys and a member of the Brigade Depot
Permanent Staff, during the Army Championship at Royal
St. George's, Sandwich, early in May. He retained his title
as Army Champion, though not without having to play a
third round, late on the second day, thanks to a tie after
two rounds. Since then Cpl. Will has returned to civilian
life in general and to golf in earnest in particular; he is
competing in the Centenary Open Championship at St.
Andrew's as this Letter is written, and all golfers in the
Brigade will watch his future career, which promises to
be a bright one, with much interest.
Early in June a short but important little ceremony
in the Maidstone Museum saw the inauguration of The
Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment's Museum in
one extremely pleasant room set aside by the Museum
authorities for this purpose. The result of Major Love's
(the Regimental Curator's) work and devotion are plain
for all to see and he has arranged his numerous exhibits
with considerable skill and care. While on this subject,
work is now in progress on the temporary home of the
Brigade Museum and by midSeptember it will be in use.
The Depot's first Passing Out Parade was held early
in July, when Maj.Gen. Metcalfe, Colonel of The Queen's
Royal Surrey Regiment, tGok the Salute. Some of the draft
of 65 were destined for I Queen's Surreys, whose Band and
Drums took part in the parade, and seme for 1 R. Sussex.
A buffet luncheon for a few local, and some notquiteso
local, friends followed the parade and it was good to see
Lt.Col. and Mrs. White, from Colchester, amongst the
latter; 1 Queen's Surreys have apparently settled in well
in their " newlook " barracks there.
Among those who have been with us at Brigade Guest
Nights have been Maj.Gen. Gleadell, G.O.C. Home
Counties District; Lt.Col. Gwilliam, Comd. 1 R.W.K.;
and Maj.Gen. Boucher, Colonel of The Buffs. The
Officers' Mess, by somewhat slow and painful degrees, is
being made more livablein by loans/gifts from the Regi
ments within the Brigade. It is hoped that as Depots close
the flow of such gifts/loans will increase so that eventually
all Regiments will be well and truly represented by pictures,
plate, furniture and other homely objects.
Early in May two meetings were held, one at Exeter
and the other at Stanmore, to pick what someone irrever
ently called the " First Eleven " of the Kent Regiment of
next year. Both meetings went smoothly and without
acrimony and the resultant team, viewed from both Bull's
and Queen's Own standpoints, was a most satisfactory
one. it is pleasant for the Brigade Colonel to be able to
report that, although Amalgamation Day is not until 1st

March, 1961, there are numerous signs that the union of
the two Kent regiments has already begun and that it will
be a great success. In this way they will be following in
the footsteps of the two Surrey Regiments, whose amal
gamation is now not far away from its first anniversary.
The new Kent regiment, whose name is due to be
announced any minute now, will be commanded for its first
year by Lt.Col. Dendy, who at present commands 1 Buffs.
Lt.Col. White, after seeing 1 Queen's Surreys safely on
their new road, is due to hand over in November of this
year; his successor, Maj. Lowry, has already been named
and Lt.Col. White, as a full Colonel, returns to his place
in the ranks of the Whitehall Warriors, bowler hat rammed
down over his ears and rolled umbrella at the high port.
Towards the end of June the Brigade Colonel took
himself off to Eastbourne for just over a week in order to
put on, in conjunction with the town's annual Carnival,
what was once termed a Tattoo but which now, for some
strange reason, has to be called a Military Display. The
Brigade was well represented by this nightly manoeuvre.
The Queen's Own bore the brunt of all the thankless off
stage and administrative duties; they staged a most spec
tacular and entertaining infantry " raid," during which a
scientist was " rescued " from an enemy rocketbase and
removed by helicopter (or by Champ after the first two
nights, when all Skeeter helicopters were grounded and all
other makes appeared either to be in small pieces or were
in use elsewhere); and their Band and Drums, in company
with the Bands and Corps of Drums of The Queen's
Surreys and The Buffs, the whole under the able direction
of The Queen's Own Bandmaster, Mr. Watkins, took part
in the massed bands and grand finale items.
The Display, to judge by the reports in the local and
national Press, and if the numbers who watched it were
any criterion, was a considerable success; so much so that
there are already ominous signs that the Brigade Colonel
has " bought it " again next year. Whether or not any
recruits will result from it. and such was one of the major
objects of the exercise, time (and those monthly sheets
issued by A. G. Stats will eventually tell, the former being
unquestionably more accurate than the latter. Those who
came to take the salute were the Mayor of Eastbourne
(Alderman Miss Parker) and Brig. Bird (Deputy Com
mander, Heme Counties District), both of whom had the
experience of arriving at the arena in the helicopter; and
Brig. Parker (Comdt., S.M.E.) and Maj.Gens. Gleadell,
Batten (Chief of Staff. Eastern Command) and Boucher,
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all of whom had to arrive by a somewhat less spectacular,
slightly less alarming and certainly less noisy, means of
conveyance.
The Birthday Honours List included, amongst those
awarded the M.B.E., the names of Maj. Banks, of The
Royal Sussex Regt., and R.Q.M.S. Simpson, of The Queen's
Own, to both of whom go the warm congratulations of all
ranks at the Brigade Depot. Equally sincere are their
good wishes to O.R.Q.M.S. Maltman, also of The Queen's
Own, on the recent award to him of the Meritorious
Service Medal.
Readers will be glad to know that, after far too long
a pause, the Brigade is once again represented on the Drill
and Weapon Training instructional staff at the Royal
Military Academy, Sandhurst. Sgt. Yuill, from 1st Bn.
The Buffs passed successfully through the preselection
course and was at once accepted on to the Permanent Staff;
Sgt. Moodie, of The Royal Sussex Regt., did almost equally
well and has been placed on the " next for duty" list.
Such appointments are important ones, from the indi
vidual's and from the Brigade's point of view. Maj. David
Russell, R. Sussex, and Maj. Michael Clarke, Queen's
Surreys, both of whom have been at the R.M.A.S. for two
years or so, are shortly moving elsewhere; the latter's place
is being taken by Maj. David Court, BulTs, and Lt.Col.
David LloydOwen. Queen's Surreys, has been there for
about six months, as a College Commander.
The four items of sartorial news since Letter No. 6
are, first, that the Brigade Mess Kit has been finally
approved by the War Office Dress Committee and can now
be worn by all Officers in the Brigade; three Officers on
the Brigade Depot Staff and the D.A.A.G., Maj. Snowdon,
are due to appear in it at any moment. Secondly that the
Middlesex Regiment, who up to now seem barely to have
had a mention in this Letter, are now authorised to wear
the scarlet band round the No. I Dress cap and the scarlet
piping 011 No. I Dress epaulettes. This is in accordance
with Her Majesty's recent approval of the proposal that,
in Brigades in which the regiments composing it are pre
dominantly Royal, all regiments shall wear such Royal
insignia and embellishments. Thirdly that the Royal
lanyard will, as soon as it is in production, be worn by
W.O.s II and below of The Queen's Royal Surrey Regt.
(whose Officers and W.O.s 1 will continue to wear the
Royal Marine lanyard) and by all ranks of The Royal
Sussex Regt. And lastly that, at the next Council of
Colonels meeting, to be held on 16th September, a decision
will be made as to the pattern of Officers' Service Dress
which, owing to the introduction in the near future of this
type of uniform for wear by Other Ranks, will shortly be,
once again, the daily peacetime dress for Officers, just as
it was up until 1939. There will be few who will mourn
the disappearance of Battle Dress and there can surely be
no smarter or more suitable attire for Officers than Service
Dress which, at one time or another and with but small
modifications, has been so slavishly copied by practically
every other army in the world.
Finally, and as usual, some remarks about the never
ending problem of recruiting. Although there can be no
cause whatever for anything approaching complacency and
although the Brigade as a whole is far from being out of
the wood, it is obvious that our combined efforts are begin
ning to bear fruit. The figures for the first five months of
this year do show an improvement and are, incidentally,
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in marked and satisfactory contrast to the figures for a
number of the other fourregiment Brigades. This is
highly commendable and everyone who has been con
cerned, actively or passively, with this improvement is to
be congratulated and encouraged. But despite that there
is no doubt at all that during the remaining few months of
this year (this is written early in July) an exceptional and
tremendous effort must be made in order to persuade as
many as possible of the right type of National Serviceman
that the Regular Army in general, and one or other ol"
the regiments in the Brigade in particular, is the right and
proper place for him. Internal recruiting has improved a
great deal over recent months, but the sands are running
out and all too soon the last intakes will be upon us and
under training.
To all those in any way concerned—and there are a
very large number of you—the Brigade Colonel would
therefore like to send this passage: make all the last
remaining National Servicemen (the good ones, that is to
say) feel that there is a place waiting for them in the
Brigade and that they will be doing the best thing, for
themselves as well as for the Brigade, by filling that place.
We professional soldiers all know what Service, with a
capital " S," means and what fullblooded value we all
get out of a life such as ours. We know all that ; they
don't. And it is up to us to lead them on to our particular
field of play, show them how the game goes and tell them
that there's a place in the team which needs filling. If this
is done with conviction and sincerity then your efforts can
only be crowned with success. So go to it, every one of
you, and good luck attend you.
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WING to the Cranbourne being required for a very
special occasion by the members of the R.A.O.B.
we postponed our meeting from the 24th June to the 1st
July, as many would have noted from the announcement
in the Q.O.G.
I was surprised at the attendance which was not up to
our normal A.G.M. standard. However, there were about
sixty present, so we have no cause to grumble. There were
several ladies with us and our veteran lads were there in
force.
The meeting opened at approximately 8.30 p.m. with
Lt.Col. C. S. Durtnell representing the President, General
R. A. Riddell. to cope with the handing over, if any, of offi
cers of the branch.
Before proceeding with meeting agenda, first a note
about one or two other items. As related in my last notes,
I duly went along to the 6th Bn. Djebel Abiods v. Col. W.
Nash cricket fixture, and met several members of that Bn.
which reformed after Dunkirk.
The game, no doubt written up elsewhere, resulted in
a win for Col. Nash XI by a narrow margin. Bill Miskin
putting up a very stern resistance for the Djebel Abiods.
Once he went the battle was practically over and Col. Nash
was triumphant by 31 runs, his side having scored 233.
I wonder how many remember why this match has
become an annual fixture. What does Djebel Abiod mean,
anyway? In fact, it is the name of a small village in North
Africa and it was there the 6th Bn., newly formed, and
under " Swifty " Howlett (who, as many remember, played
many games for Kent in the late 1920s), first met the Ger
man Army in combat.
The Bn. did extremely well, knocking out eleven tanks
with the arms at their disposal. There was, on this occasion,
only the 6th Bn. infantry, assisted by a battery of guns and
an A.A. troop, and they were about 200 miles ahead of
the main body. So, in fact, were the Germans, but they
were ambushed by the British force and suffered quite a
loss. Gordon Defrates tells me the 6th were very lucky
indeed to ambush Jerry, but I wonder.
In addition to the C.O.. others in this action were Ken
Scott, who played for Oxford and Sussex, he was Signals
Officer; Brian Valentine, the Kent skipper of a few years
back, A/Tank commander; and Jack Martin, who was one
of the Gunner Officers. He will be remembered as another
Kent speed merchant.
And then was born the idea of after the war celebrat
ing Djebel Abiod by having a cricket match arranged an
nually, to try and get together as many as possible of those
who fought in that action, who were keen on our national
game. In past years Brian Valentine and Jack Martin have
played but this year they were unable to appear.
That's the story of the Djebel Abiods. Nice, isn't it?
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I was very pleased to bump into several old friends in Guy
Weymouth, Frank Taylor, Bill Miskin, Jack Nixon, Dick
Clarke and Gordon Defrates once more. They gave me
news of others and 1 hope perhaps we may get some of
them along one evening to a branch meeting. Jack Nixon
tells me his M.T. Section ReUnions are really something.
I hope to meet them soon.
It was a pleasant hour we spent after the game in Col.
Nash's garden, who makes these games possible. We spent
quite a long time yarning with Mrs. Latham, whom we all
knew as Mrs. Swifty Howlett many years ago. She had
news of many old friends very well known to Branch mem
bers. I have to remind Lt.Col. Pug Durtnell that he has
promised to bring Mrs. Latham along one evening to see
us. I feel sure she will enjoy the meeting—we'll see we
have plenty of friends to whom she can waffle over old
times.
A visitor to my house (how he ever found it 1 know
not) the day preceding our meeting was Col. A. K. (Boy)
Grant. He had brought along a Tobacco Box, but one with
a difference. This one was part of a 4.5 shell of the First
World War, with a regimental badge mounted on it; must
have weighed four or more pounds. It had been made
for the Colonel in 1916, and he thought it would be a good
idea to put it up as a prize for the raffle.
A most noble and generous thought. It brought in
over four pounds cash to our Benevolent Funds and was
won by none other than " Scruff " Boughton, well known
by sight, if not by name, to you, Col. Grant. The branch
appreciates very much your good wishes, safely delivered,
and your thought for our benevolent fund.
Unfortunately, both my wife and self were out and
the Colonel handed both the Tobacco Box and a letter
which he had written in case we were out, to a friendly
neighbour. The neighbourhood in which 1 live is a mass
of avenues and roads which all look so alike, I still wonder
at people finding their way to the house. A tribute to Col.
Grant's tenacity.
Now to our meeting, and the election of office bearers.
Always a thrill to attend these A.G.M.s. After the war,
when Harry Elson was Chairman and we were at the old
" Spreadeagle" there were few members and this went
along very steadily until 1951.
Then a gradual change
came over the scene. We moved to our present site, Len
Remfry was in the chair and members were flocking in
from all sides. This went on for several years until 1957
when Len decided he'd like a rest.
For two years we were wandering in the wilderness.
Trefor Thomas stepped into the breach for one year and
handed over to Ted Ballard, but the meetings, despite their
being well attended, were not quite the same without Len.
Then, after an absence of two years, he attended only two
meetings during that time, back he came to take over the
reins of office of Chairman and, hey presto, it seemed he'd
never left us. Back in the old routine, Len has made these
meetings. He's never at a loss, knows all the answers,
puts each and every one of us in our places if we get out
of line, and we love it.
There was no doubt about whom we wanted to be
our Chairman for the next term, in fact for as long as he
can be well enough to answer for us, Len Remfry. He was
returned amid great jubilation, and let us all hope Len will
stay with us for many a year.
The Secretary and Treasurer, Tom Briddock and Percy
Hallett, respectively, who have worked so hard and for so
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long, were returned with no objection. They are two of
the most unassuming people one could wish to meet. When
the branch suggested we should give them financial help,
both poohpoohed the idea, saying they merely wanted to
help run the branch; monetary reward was quite out of
the question. We are privileged indeed to have three such
sterling characters, as mentioned above, to carry on our
branch activities.
For the remainder it was a formality. I remain Len's
deputy, Timber carries on Welfare and Lt.Cols. C. S.
Durtnell and W. Steele watch over our accounts. Two new
trustees were elected, more of them anon. So we advance
to finish 1960 and" then into 1961, the year we amalgamate.
We have a fine, strong branch, well run by a very efficient
committee, and after the ReUnion I hope we shall have
another debate on the title and give our answer to the
Colonel of the Regiment's letter.
Now, who was on parade and who wasn't? Firstly,
we missed several of our officers, but presume holidays
and/or business kept them away. In addition to above
Lt.Col. Ron Mines and Lt.Col. Pink, our cadets repre
sentative, were present, although as is now well known, the
latter had to leave early. Dick Forrester and Major Bodger
Kemp were both present also.
Arthur Edwards, Jerry Sweetman, Alf Toms in uni
form, Mr. Haig, Scotty, a fine representation of the old
guard. Our two newest members I was very pleased to see
with us again, Messrs. Avory and Lardner. The latter had
been to the Trooping the Colour on 10th June, as had Alf
Ellis who did, in fact, give me a programme of the Cere
mony of the Trooping the Colour by our own Battalion.
This was held on Sir John Moore Plain, Shorncliffe.
Doesn't seem 22^ years since the 1st Battalion marched back
into Shorncliffe after their 18 years service abroad! Eighteen
years!! Gus Carey, I think was the only soldier in the Bat
talion who could say he served the whole time with
them. There were several who went out with the Bat
talion and came home with it, but who spent tours of duty
in the meantime with the Home Battalion or at the Depot.
Busty Cannacott and myself can lay claim to following
Gus closely, we had furloughs but no H.E. during our stay
with the 1st Battalion, Busty arriving several months after
I did' in 1921. Wonder how the troops would groan if they
had to serve at least six years abroad now before leave en
titlement! No doubt, and in fact it even was, worse before
1925, as it was, I believe, about that time the entitlement for
leave after six years continuous service abroad, became law.
Following the Battalion's arrival home we later Trooped
the Colour before H.R.H. The Duke of Kent, and a real
oldfashioned rainy day that turned out! I looked at the pic i
ture we had taken on that day and saw several faces that
appear regularly at our meetings, including the Chairman's,
so the old Past and Present links up in every way.
Seems to me I'm straying right away from the meeting,
but truth to tell, we had little other than Reunion News to
offer except for the passing of the accounts and the minutes.
This was as usual, correctly done and the A.O.B. preceeded.
Mary Donaldson received a "Thank you" on behalf of
the Branch from our Chairman who stated how glad we
all were to find somebody to step into the job of collecting
our raffle money, and the Branch gave her our usual ovation.
Two people whom I was very pleased to see with us again,
Tom Seely and Johnny Gammell. Both had wives on

parade and were, together with the Jack Teare brigade, the
last to depart.
Ronnie Mines, on holiday in Switzerland, ran into my
once greatest friend's wife, now widow, Mrs. Elsie Johnson.
Dominic (Don) Johnson died early in 1951 of cancer. He
was a pianist of no great ability, but had the knack of play
ing rhythmic stuff that made feet tap. His little mandoline
band started in Poona in 1926, gave untold delight to hun
dreds in the Poona district. Quite the envy of the Battalion
Bandmaster of the day, who was reputed to have tried to
put a stop to Don's activities!!
The meeting must have caused Mrs. Johnson a sur
prise. She was with her sister, Mrs. Heath, wife of a one
time S/Sgt. Heath, not "Curly", of the Indian Army who
met many of the Sergeants of the 1st Battalion. Wonder if
we shall see her at one of our meetings? Could be! Ronnie
seems to bash into all sorts of people in his travels. Trefor
Thomas sent a message of absence, regretting he was on
holiday near Eastbourne.
Harking back to my notes above, I wonder if the
officers to whom I spoke will be on the Reunion Church
Parade. All, if working to schedule, those 6th Battalion
Officers mentioned above, should have paraded, me in
cluded, with the 6th Battalion party. I look forward to this
immensely. Now a thing of the past in print.
We had a goodly supply of the band on our meeting.
It's always fun with Jack Jones around, and in addition
Bill Worsley, D.C.M., had come along again. It's marvellous
to see these faces/Nice to see Mrs. Tom Silk again, and we
were very sorry to hear that Darkie Maslin had met with an
accident necessitating his being laid off work. Both Dick
Blackham and Bunny Hare keep jogging along and we are
glad to hear both are no worse. I missed the old man,
"Bogie" Childs and hope he is well. He will be annoyed he
wasn't able to participate in his his old friend, Col. Grant's
raffle presentation, once he reads these notes. He's very
fond of the Colonel, " Boy " as he calls him !
Well, that winds it up for this month. I hope all our
members have been canvassing for new ones at the Reunion
Meeting. We look forward to our next meeting which,
coming after the Reunion and with the holiday season in
full swing, is invariably sparsely attended, but one never can
tell. I hope all our committee whose reelection was so
unanimous, go forward into another year with renewed
vigour. We still have one or two questions to settle, but the
Branch will soon make up its mind.
Our best wishes to all contemporary branches and let's
hope we're in great numbers for the Church Parade.
The Spider

GRAVESEND BRANCH
Gravesend Branch held their monthly meeting on Fri
day, 24th June. In this month's meeting there was a slight
improvement in the attendance, thanks are due to our hard
working member, Mr. Sepscombe, who paid some of our
absent members a visit to see if they would attend our meet
ings. He has not got around to all of them yet so we hope to
have a few more join us at our July meeting. Sorry to
report our Treasurer, Mr. Williams, is on the sick list. Hope
to see you at the next meeting Harry. Our members are
looking forward to the Annual Reunion when our Branch
will be well represented. Our next meeting night will be on
Friday, July 29th at 8 p.m. We will always be pleased to
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welcome any member of the Regiment, Past or Present, also
oar sister Regiment, The Buffs. We have a nice small room
to meet in. If we get overcrowded we can always switch
over to our big room, so come you absent members. Give
us your support and interest so that we can make our
Branch second to none.
Ben

BROMLEY BRANCH
Our May meeting, although not so strong in numbers,
as usual proved to be a real business affair. Unfortunately
it was somewhat marred by the news that one of our num
ber had passed beyond the Great Barrier. 1 refer to Tom
Aspinell who was much respected by us all. The Chairman,
Mr. R. F. Wilks, referring to his demise, asked the mem
bers to stand in silence as an act of reverence to his passing.
His service to the Regiment is referred to elsewhere.
Ceremony of Trooping the Colour
On Friday, 10th June, a number of the Branch, to
gether with several from London Branch, proceeded to
Shorncliffe to witness the last Trooping the Colour Cere
mony by the 1st Battalion The Queen's Own, before amal
gamation with our sister Regiment, The Buffs. Our Colonel
inChief, H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent duly arrived and was
given a great ovation by the crowd at Moore Plain, when
she was received with a fanfare from the silver presentation
trumpets of the Battalion, followed by the Royal Salute.
After a doubtful early morning, the weather turned out to
be fine and sunny, and tempered with a cool breeze, the
ceremony proceeded.
Her Royal Highness, accompanied by Maj.Gen. D. E.
B. Talbot, Colonel of the Regiment, at the request of
Lt./Col. Gwilliam, O/C 1st Battalion, proceeded to inspect
the troops who were drawn up in line facing the spectators.
During this period it was noticed that she stopped and
spoke to many of the men in the ranks and singled out quite
a number in the Band and Drums, including Bandmaster
Watkins and Drum Major Clark. It would appear that
nearly all to whom she spoke were veterans of Malaya and
Cyprus, as well as World War II. After the inspection the
Band and Drums marched towards the Colour Party where
they joined it to proceed in slow time through the ranks.
The Regimental Colour was the one that was Trooped
and carried in front of the front rank for all the men to see.
This aweinspiring sight was one never to be forgotten and
was done equally as well as anything that the Guards could
do, and when one learns that many of the men were only
"out" from the Depot but a short time, it says much for the
will and keenness to do the job right. The marching past in
slow and quick time was well carried out, the troops being
almost perfect in alignment. The ceremony over, the troops
departed and the spectators broke up to go their ways. We
for our part "discovered" the Sergeants' Mess only to find
it packed out already. But with patience and a little shoulder
pressure we were able to preserve our lives with a little
liquid sustenance prior to heading for the luncheon tent.
Here a running buffet was at one's command and, believe
it or not, I have never seen such an array of cooked food in
such a small space for immediate consumption in my life.
To see a cook cutting up a whole side of roast pork is
something to behold. In addition, turkey, ham, pork pies
and veal and ham pies were there for one to help one's self.

The further addition of mixed fresh fruit and fancy pastries
of all kinds were there in profusion, with coffee and ice
cream to round off the occasion. It is, however, to be de
precated that owing to the greediness of some, much of
this good food was wasted and left on the ground to be
trodden on and kicked around. I guess the swill tub was
very much in evidence afterwards. One ,thing occurred
during the time Mr. Wilks and I were enjoying our repast.
I think it is worth telling. A boy of about 11 or 12 years
of age sat close to us, eating from a mixed and piled up
plate of food. Two other boys questioned him and asked if
he was going to eat it all. Between mouthfuls he answered,
"Yus! And I'm goin' ter git some more when this is gorn."
He did, with a second similar helping, and finished off with
a bottle of "pop" and an ice cream. At the outset of the
questioning he had a chocolate sponge fancy in one hand
and a slice of turkey in the other and was taking a bite at
each alternately. And we laughed, and we laughed, and we
laughed. Wouldn't you?
After a tour of inspection we arrived in time to see the
departure of Her Royal Highness The Duchess of Kent,
taking leave of her beloved Regiment. Following on this we
witnessed the Corps of Drums in a spectacular demonstra
tion of marching and counter marching which lasted for
about half an hour. With all we had seen and heard the trip
had been well worth while. We of Bromley are grateful and
give many thanks to all those who made such a day possible
and to the troops as a whole we say, Well done; it was a
great and inspiring day and worthy of your efforts.
Personally, 1 was glad to meet up with members of
London, Maidstone, Shorncliffe and 11th (Lewisham) Bat
talion Branches of the Past and Present Association and
especially our Chairman. Lt.Col. H. N. Edwards and Mrs.
Edwards.
Iwuzz Thayre

CHATHAM

BRANCH

The meeting held on June 13th showed improved
attendance, but a larger number would be welcomed.
The Chairman, G. Thompson, opened the meeting at
7.55 p.m. with a welcome to all and expressed pleasure to
see our Branch President, Maj. R. W. Brothers, with us
again after his accident; also C. Shaw after his long illness.
Silent tribute was paid on the passing of exSgt.. S.
Burton.
Apologies for absence were received from Messrs. A.
Taylor and Mr. Bower.
Minutes of 7th May were read and confirmed. The
Treasurer's report was submitted and approved.
The Branch will be represented with Standard at Gil
lingham British Legion Annual Parade on Sunday, July 3rd.
The Chairman announced Reunion arrangements and
circulated the Colonel of the Regiment's letter re amalgama
tion.
For future Draws it was decided to increase the value
of prizes.
The Standard Bearer announced that his health
prevented him continuing. The Deputy Bearer will con
tinue.
The President apologised for absence due to accident,
etc. He reported that Mrs. Wright was improving in health.
Hon. Secretary, Maj. H. M. Smith, M.B.E., stated he is

198

emigrating to New Zealand early in September. The Presi
dent expressed appreciation of his excellent services to the
Branch.
The booby prize was won by H. Randall.
Members were requested to turn up in good numbers
for the Reunion.
G. Anchors,
Branch Correspondent.

CATFORD AND DISTRICT

get two stripes ! Dick Hale was present after some while
absent off parade and, of course, Fred Lawrence and some
others whose names for the moment escape me.
Just as the meeting closed we were indeed pleased to
welcome a new member, Mr. Tom Clune, of the 2nd Bat
talion (1944/47). We had a long chat, but for the life of me
all I can remember about it is that he was a Sergeant and
we could find nobody (at that time) with whom we could
claim joint association. Time will remedy that, however,
and we hope very much that Tom will be with us again,
and again.
" Nightingale."
4

BRANCH
Our meeting in June was not overcrowded, but rather
more turned up than expected, considering it is now the
holiday season, and we were very pleased with the
attendance.
Business was, as usual, short and to the point. Our
Committee had clone its stuff and sorted out the essentials
from the unessentials ready to go straight into action on the
monthly meeting, gel it over, and then on with the fun and
frolics.
Our Welfare Officer (Dick Pinder) reported a fortunate
lack of deserving cases, and that our very good friend. Reg.
Neave, seemed now on the up and up and would be with us
again very shortly.
Events already fixed were gone over. The Maidstone
Reunion arrangements are well under control, and we are
all looking forward immensely to it this year, especially as
Her Royal Highness will be present, and we are gradually
getting nearer to amalgamation with The Buffs.
Our Annual Outing this year to Ramsgate on the 18th
of September was also brought to the surface for a breather,
although it seems a long way away yet. There are still
some empty seats, and though we shall have no difficulty in
filling 'em eventually, members are asked please to book
them now if they want them and save us having to dis
appoint you.
We are hoping to have a visit from some of the
Gravesend Branch, who so gallantly supported us at the
St. George's Day do, and also turned up at the rehearsal !
We believe we are more or less " birds of a feather " and
nothing but good can result from a bit of " fraternising."
Among our future events we have a possible visit to the
Tower of London Officers' Quarters; a theatre outing to the
stamping ground of Suzie Wong on October 22nd; and
(not too soon to mention it !) a Christmas Social on 10th
December.
We were very pleased to see our " regular" faces
present, including Fred Barnes; Charlie Sayer; Sammy
Young (who has been in the 5th and 6th Battalions as well
as the Essex Regiment); Stan Knight, well into the old rut
again as Secretary; Jim Leary; Harry Lake (in the chair, of
course); Horace Maskell; Bill Hall; Len Hardman; a
sprinkling of ladies; Bernie Lilley. Bernie, incidentally, has
had a rather " mucked about" career with the Regiment
and is not sure even now which Battalion he should parade
with ! He nearly went to Henisby to join the 5th, from the
Depot, and what with the Ministry of Food, and the Compo
Mob. he was lucky to have been anywhere long enough to
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UST to remind members that their Memorial SubCom
mittee Chairman, their Hon. Secretary and their Hon.
Treasurer are keeping their thinking caps and their type
writers busy, although, apart from the Reunion, this is
rather a "dead" time of year. Even so, little progress is being
made with the Memorial Window Scheme, for the granting
of the necessary faculty is little nearer and the prospect oi
unveiling in November very remote. It may well be, even,
that the whole matter may have to be referred back to
members and, possibly some alternative scheme adopted. In
any case, it looks as if a whole fresh design will have to be
prepared. In fact, we are, so to speak, in a state of sus
pended animation in the matter.
The news of our invalid, Jerry Flintham, is not too
good, for at time of writing he is still in hospital where Bill
Toomer will be visiting him in a day or so.
Members will regret to hear, too, (especially those who
normally attend the Reunion) that Capt. H. P. (Johnnie)
Johnson who was always a regular and enthusiastic atten
dant has been ill more or less for the last three years and in
recent months has been very ill indeed. However it is hoped
to get him into a Convalescent Home shortly, although, we
fear, there is not much hope of his being mobile enough
again to join us at Maidstone. He is, of course, a Tenth, not
an Eleventh Man, but many of us knew him when we went
to the Tenth after our disbandment and, with no Tenth
contingent on the Reunion parade, he has always paraded
with us. He has, too, given us his financial support in some
of our worthy causes and we look on him as "one of us .
Mrs. Johnson has told us how he misses the events at Maid
stone and is with us in his thoughts to the extent that he
watches the clock and at the appropriate times says.
"They're now marching down the town to the Church," or
"They're just laying the wreath at Brenchley Gardens," etc.
He may rest assured that he will be well in our thoughts
again this year and that we are wishing him sincerely a
return to nearer normal health.
About the time that these lines are being read, it will
be the Anniversary of Hollebeke. What a story of rain, mud
and glory that was! It is worth recalling some of the names
that helped to make it the successful "show" it was: Col.
Corfe and Maj. Beadle, of course. Berger, "Rodge",
Preston, "Mac", Rooney, Jasper Lindsay. Sgts. Nurse and
Frank Smith, Cpl. Chapman, Sgts. Haydon and F. W.
Smith. Cpls. Wiles, Bird, Hawkes and Slade, Ptes. Abbott,
Francis, Leach, Norton, Draper and Rose; oh. and a host
more, not forgetting the Prince of Runners, Cyril Jenkins,
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now sitting on his backside at Police Headquarters, Sutton
Road, lording over the poor P.C.s who keep the population
of the Garden of England in order.
At the same time our thoughts can turn to some of
the stout fellows who didn't have the luck we had to come
through.
C. P. Webb, Capt. Squires, Westmacott Brian Ash
worth. O. P. Brown, of the officers: C.S.M. Levitt, Sgts.
Staines, Wilson and Dray of the senior other ranks—all
killed.
And among the wounded: Ardill, Berger, Denton,
Godden, Piatt. Quartermaine and Royle; C.S.M. Roberts,
Sgts. Baker, Elphick, Haydon, McCorquodale, Nightingale
and Passmore.
Most of us can remember with pride, pleasure or
humour some incident, event or characteristic connected
with many of them, and visualise " Jimmy " down in "Bow"
Headquarters calmly carrying on with the assistance of the
R.S.M. — Aldridge. And Charlie Neave producing some
tasty morsel for any lucky officer who happened to look in
to report. Not to mention the accompanying "tot" . . . .
Heavens! how welcome that always was! Yes looking back
over all those years, Hollebeke still is, and I suppose always
will be to us. Rain, Mud and Glory.
R.O.R.

TONBRIDGE & TUNBRIDGE WELLS

O

UR June meeting though somewhat delayed, for rea
sons beyond our control, was attended by the full
committee. As soon as the Chairman opened the meeting
the Secretary said that he had received information that
Mrs. Botten, the wife of one of our members, had passed
away. The secretary was asked to send a letter of sympathy
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to Mr. Botten and also to arrange for a floral tribute to
be sent from the Branch.
The Chairman said that he was sure that all members
would join him in extending a hearty welcome to our Pre
sident, Lt.Col. G. E. L. Pardington. M.B.E., T.D., who
had only recently been discharged from hospital following
an operation.
The meeting expressed their thanks to Mr. Ingram for
his donation to the Branch funds. Mr. Ingram was the
lucky man to draw St. Paddy in the Derby draw. The
Chairman said that the draw was a great success and he
moved that a vote of thanks be recorded in the minutes
to all those who had contributed and he was sure that a
special word be said for Jack Breaden, M.B.E., and Mr.
Adams upon whom most of the work fell.
It was agreed that the names of Mr. and Mrs. W.
Adams and Mr. and Mrs. A. Ingram be submitted for pre
sentation to H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent at the ReUnion
on the 17th July.
It was proposed that arrangements be made for an
outing to Ramsgate on the 21st August. This was agreed
and it was suggested that the coach should leave the T.A.
centre at 0900 hours. Members and their friends wishing
to take part should inform the Secretary as early as possible
as the seats could only be booked in strict order of appli
cation.
Major Elmslie, commanding 1st Bn. cadets, said that
both he and General Talbot were very pleased to see the
Branch standard present at the cadets centenary Church
Service on Sunday, the 26th June. He thanked those re
sponsible for its presence and regretted that one of the
escort was unable to make contact.
The next item on the agenda was Forthcoming Events.
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It was agreed that an invitation be extended to the Weald
Branch of The Buffs, Royal East Kent Regiment, to a
social evening in the near future. We feel sure that func
tions such as this will do much to cement the good relations
between what will in the very near future be "ONE
REGIMENT.' We look forward to this evening and hope
they will come along in full strength.
Although it may not seem so. this is really ' Ladies'
Night' and Jack Breaden said it was about time we packed
up and joined the ladies in the Sergeants' Mess where once
again there was small talk and refreshments, if possible,
better than ever. We owe a great deal to Mrs. May for
the amount of work and trouble she takes to make these
evenings a success.
The concluding item on the agenda was the amalga
mation of the Past and Present Associations of two famous
regiments. While there is much to discuss and a great deal
of give and take needed on both sides there is no doubt
whatsoever that the ultimate result will be a major success.
We feel sure that the future of two such Associations, led
as they are. by Maj.Gen. Talbot and MajGen. Boucher,
will find real happiness in ONE great Association. With
this view in mind we have decided to devote Friday, the
29th July, to a special committee meeting after which we
shall hope to be able to call a special meeting of all Branch
members who will have the final word.
The next 'Ladies' Night' is Wednesday, the 17th
August.
T.L.S.
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REUNION

DINNER

Close on 50 old friends who had served with the Bat
talion at various times in either or both of the wars met to
gether at the Bridge House Restaurant, London on Saturday,

21st May. Lt.Cal. J. W. E. Blanch, who commanded the
Battalion at Blackburn and at Ulverston until it was dis
banded, was in the Chair, and a delighted gathering revelled
in the nostalgic memories he brought out of the past in his
informal welcoming address.
Among the guests it was good to see for the first time
Geoffrey Morson, and newcomers Rene Giordano and
Donald Ellis, two old friends from Pembroke days. One of
the happiest features of these evenings is the fact that each
year there are several new faces, although, alas, one or two
must join the ranks of absent friends because our numbers
keep steady between 40 and 50. Our most loyal and consis
tent attendants, let it be admitted, come from the ranks of
the "old sweats" of the 191418 conflict, some of whom have
not missed a dinner since we started up in 1949.
The evening followed the usual pattern, with a con
vivial "get together" before and after the meal itself where
speeches were kept brief and very much to the point. Our
usual telegram of loyal greeting had been sent to H.R.H.
Princess Marina, The Duchess of Kent, our Colonelin
Chief and her gracious reply was read out to all by Col.
Blanch. Additionally, a number of messages were re
ceived from members who were unavoidably absent, among
whom were: Brig. G. Ingham, Maj. Eric Annadale and
Padre Dermot Quinlan. We hope that we may see them in
our ranks next year.
All too soon the evening came to a close and the writer
realised with some dismay that he had not had time to pass
more than a few words with many of his old friends. For
tunately there are always many more years to come and
there will equally be many reminiscences to exchange be
cause life in the Seventh was never dull whatever else it
might have been. Au Revoir and here's to 1961!

Members of the 7th Battalion enjoying their Reunion Dinner
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FOUNDED—

PATRON :
HER ROYAL HIGHNESS PRINCESS MARINA. DUCHESS OF KENT. C.I., G.C.V.O.. G.B.E..
ColonelinChief The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
PRESIDENT :
MAJORGENERAL D. E. B. TALBOT, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C.
Colonel of the Regiment.
CHAIRMAN :
LIEUTENANTCOLONEL H. N. EDWARDS, M.B.E., D.L.
HON. SECRETARY & TREASURER :
LIEUTENANTCOLONEL A. A. EASON,
Regimental Headquarters, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone.
BRANCHES :
CHAIRMAN

SECRETARY

DETAIL OF MEETINGS

Last Saturday each month, 8 p.m., United
Mr. G. H. Cockell,
3 Priestfield Road, Forest Hill, S.E.23.
Service Club, Bromley.
Chatham
Mr. S. L. Thompson ..Major H. M. Smith, M.B.E.
First Monday each month, 7.30 p.m., at "The
"Jutogh," 16 Beaconsfield Road, Chatham.
Hare and Hounds", 340 High Street,
Rochester. (Phone Chatham 43878).
Catford & District ..Mr. H. Lake
Mr. S. Knight, 12 Carlton House Terrace.Tlie second Friday in every month at "The
Railway Signal", Devonshire Rd., Forest
London, S.W.I.
Hill, S.E.23.
Last Friday each month, 8 p.m., Terminus
. .Mr. W. T. Nichols,
.Mr. Haddon
Gravesend
Hotel. Stuart Rd., Gravesend.
9 The Bungalows, Cross Lane West,
Gravesend, Kent.
Last
Friday each month at "The Cran
Mr. L. Remfry .. ..Mr. T. Briddock.
London
bourn", 1 Upper St. Martin's Lane,
61. Marlow Road. Annerley, S.E.20.
Leicester Square, W.C.2.
Mr. H. W. Maxlow , ..Mr. A. Waterman,
Third Friday each month, at 7.45 p.m., Ser
Maidstone
Little Holmestead, Forge Lane,
geants' Mess, Depot, R.W.K., Maidstone.
Leeds, Nr. Maidstone, Kent.
Last Thursday each month, at 8 p.m., Drill
Maj. A. H. Coombes, Mr. J. Palmer,
Sevenoaks
Hall, Argyle Road, Sevenoaks.
T.D.
c/o T.A. Centre, Argyle Road, Sevenoaks.
"FleursdeLys", Sandgate. Quarterly, first
Lt.Col. I. R. Lovell ..Mr. E. W. N. Elvy,
Shorncliffe
Friday, January, April, July, October.
235 Cheriton High Street, Folkestone.
Third Wednesday of each month, T.A.
Tonbridge and
Maj. N. S. C. Elmslie..Mr. F. Jezard,
Centre, Avebury Avenue, Tonbridge.
Tunbridge Wells ..
2 Milton Gardens, Tonbridge.
Reunions twice yearly at White Hart Hotel,
6th Battalion
Lt.Col. G. K. Defrates Mr. C. Sayers,
D.s.o., M.C.
59 Grasmere Gardens, Orpington.
Bromley.
Reunions annually in March or April as
7th Battalion
Major E. Goodman ..Mr. T. Shepherd,
notified in Press and "Q.O.G."
492 Downham Way, Bromley, Kent.
8th Battalion
Bromley

Mr. R. F. Wilks

10th Battalion
11th Battalion

Mr. D. A. Kemp.

20th (London)

Mr. G. D. Draycott

M.M.

Mr. Stanford,
10 Bramble Close, Maidstone.
Mr. L. W. Dawson,
19 Chestnut Drive, Herne Bay, Kent.
Mr. F. Sales,
16 Kidbrooke Grove, Blackheath, S.E.3.

Annual Dinner, as notified in "Q.O.G."
Annual Dinner, as notified in "Q.O.G."
Meeting first
Tuesday each month.
Hedge House, Blackheath.

Holly

Membership is open to all who are serving or who have served in The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment. Subscriptions are:
Life Membership: Officers £2/10/0; Other Ranks, 10/; or an Annual Subscription o f : Officers, 5/, other Ranks, 1/.
The object of this Association is to foster esprit de corps, to help members keep in touch with one another, and to assist those in
distress. The Association is affiliated to the British Legion.
Past and Present Association Badges are available at a cost of 3/ to Life Members.
All communications should be addressed to the Hon. Secretary, Past and Present Association, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone, Kent.
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FREMUNS

'ELEPHANT'
is needed .  .
Y o u m a y t h i n k it i s u n b e l i e v a b l e t h a t
t h e r e a r e s i i l l m a n y c a s e s of g r e a t h a r d s h i p
among exsoldiers and their dependants that
c a n n o t b e h e l p e d b y o f f i c i a l s c h e m e s of
r e l i e f , b u t it i s a t r u e fact.
T h e A r m y B e n e v o l e n t F u n d is t h e
p a r e n t b o d y of a l l r e g i m e n t a l c h a r i t i e s a n d
provides financial aid to those charities
which give personal attention to individual
c a s e s i n n e e d a n d c a s e s of real h a r d s h i p
w h e r e it is i m p o s s i b l e t o r a i s e l i f e a b o v e a
bare restricted existence.
Your help is badly needed because
the calls on this Fund are increasing
considerably.
P l e a s e g i v e all y o u c a n a f f o r d a s a t o k e n
of g r a t i t u d e t o t h e m e n w h o g a v e s o m u c h
for you.
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"Quo Fas et Gloria ducunt." The Sphinx superscribed "Egypt."
The White Horse of Kent with motto " Invicta."
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" v i " ° ' i a " t t "Pyrenees," "Nive,"
"Orthes,"
"Peninsula,"
"Punniar,"
"Moodkee,"
Sobraon,
Alma,
Inkerman," "Sevastopol," "Lucknow," "New Zealand," "Egypt 1882."
Nile, 188485," "South Africa, 190002," "Afghanistan, 1919."
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Trasimene Line," "Arezzo," "Advance
to Florence." "Monte Scalar!," "Casa Fortls," "Rimini Line." "Savio Bridgehead," "Monte Planoereno,'" "Monte Spaduro "
"The Senio," "Argenta Gap," "Italy, 194345," "Greece, 194445," "Leros," "Malta, 194042," "North Arakan," "Razabil," "Mayu
Tunnels," "Defence of Kohima," "Taungtha," "Sittang, 1945," "Burma, 194345."
ColonellnChief : H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Colonel of the Regiment: MajorGeneral D. E. B. Talbot, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C.
O.C., Regimental Depot, Major I. A. Macmillan.
Allied Regiments of the Canadian Army :
1st Bn., Royal New Brunswick Regiment—ColonelinChief : H.M. The Queen.
The Essex and Kent Scottish Regiment.
Allied Regiment of the New Zealand Forces :
The Canterbury Regiment.
Regular and Territorial Battalions :
1st Bn. (50th and 97th Foot)
Moore Barracks, Shorncliffe.
4th/5th Bn. (T.A.)—Tonbridge.
Units of the Army Cadet Force affiliated :
1st A.C.F. Bn., Tonbridge.

"The Queen's Own Gazette" is published monthly.
Subscription : The rates, payable in advance to the Editor, are as follows :
Ranks, 5/ per annum, post free.

Officers, 9/ per annum, post free; Other

The Editor is always glad to receive articles and items of news suitable for publication, and acknowledges with thanks
photographs reproduced In this Journal from the Kent Messenger. Address MSS direct fa the Editor, The Barrqcks, Maidstone.
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F l i nt, A . J . M . , M.B.E.
G w i l l i a m , D . H . , M.B.E.

Names
Trumper, J. M. S. W
Marsh, H. W
R u s s e l l , H . C . , M . C . , D.C.M.

Mil. Record Office, Ghana.
39 Indep. Inf. Bde., N. Ireland
1 1 K.A.R.

H.Q. A.F.C.E.
O . C . , 1 R.W.K.

MAJORS
Bailey, J . D. B
A r c h e r , M . G. M . , M . C
Rickcord, M. B
Turner, P. R. H
Dowse, R. K
Brock, J. H
W a r i n g , H . B. H . , M.B.E
Eason, J. A., T.D
Elgood, P. N
Crumplin, W. C. D
Willis, C . F., M.B.E., T . D
Roper, I. H„ M.C
Scull, D . S
Macmillan, I. A
W o o d m a n , E. G . , M . C
A m b r o s e , W . G. R
Ruffell, D
B l u m , D. E
Franklin, A. W
Abplanalp, V. C.
Winstanley, R. G
O s b o r n e , E. C . S
S h e a r b u r n , S . R . O'R
C a m p b e l l , D. P . I

Int. Centre, Mansfield.
H.Q. Aldershot District.
Range Control, A.A.T.C., Sennelager.
( L t .  C o l . ) GSO 1 N o r t h a g .
M.D.C. TC. Millom.
Depot Holdee
War Office.
H.Q. B.A.O.R.
2 i / c 1 R.W.K.
Min. of Defence.
4 / 5 R.W.K.
(T/Lt.Col.) OC., 7 Malay
1 RW.K.
O.C. Depot, R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
B R I X M I S B.A.O.R.
R.C.B., W e s t b u r y .
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
I R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
D O P T 2 I n f . Div. B.A.O.R.
G.L.O. R.A.F. M a r t l e s h a m H e a t h

CAPTAINS
P.S.O.
1 R.W.K
H.Q., 2 T . A . F .

Fitzpatrick, J. N.
M a n n e r i n g , L. A .
Dinsdale, J. W. .

LIEUTENANTS
Deoot Holdee
1 R.W.K.

Clinch, M. J.
C o l e s , J . B. .

LIEUTENANTS

2nd

Ghana Army.
. 1 R.W.K.
.1 R.W.K.

Poulsom, P. A. H.
Martindale, J. . . .
S c h o o l i n g , R . F. .

QUARTERMASTER
( M a j . ) 6 K.A.R.

C o o k , E. S . , M.B.E.

4th/5th
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H o n o r a r y C o l o n e l : L t .  C o l . G . E. L. P a r d i n g t o n , M.B.E.,
C o m m a n d i n g O f f i c e r : L t .  C o l . A . R. H . W a r i n g , T D.
CAPTAINS
Clarke, C. S
Dodson, K
Fletcher, J. S
G o o d w i n , P. J
Norton, J. D
Lygo, J. R
L e i g h , P. S „ M . C
W o o l s t e n c r o f t , D. H
Neve, R. W., M.C
Wood, W. R
Tarver, C. L
Newall, M. R. M
P y b u s , I. D
Heatly. A. F
Durtnell, R. J

A.S.P.T., Aldershot.
1 Buffs.
Staff College.
1 R.W.K.
C.O.S.D.O., C y p r u s .
H o m e C o u n t i e s B r i g a d e ( D e p o t P.5.)
1 R.W.K.
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M o n s O.C.S.
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H.Q., 39 Inf. Bde.
A d i t . , 1 R.W.K.
' RW.K.
3 Para
1 Mx.

SecondinCommand: Major T. C. Coath.

MAJORS
CaiverJones J.
Innes, C. A.
O g i l v i e , J . B.

B o b b y , F. J.
L a r g e , J. L.
P e n n e l l s , H . D. A

CAPTAINS
G e o r g e , P. M . J .
Nyren, M. V.
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Fraser, C. G.

Duggan, H. R.
R o b s o n , T . J . R.
Clemence, M. J.
W c r t s o n , K. E.

LIEUTENANTS
LIEUTENANTS
Taylor,

E. A
B u t l e r , C . D. B
Langhorne, J
Hiscock, P
Cleaver, G. F
Smith, M. J
C h a m p i o n , C. G
Pearce, N. C. .
Bateman, G. B
Holman, J. C
Whitty, R. H

A . D . C . , G.O.C., E. A n g l i a n D i s t .
( T / C a p t . ) A d j t . D e p o t , R.W.K.
H.Q. 16 Indep. Para. Bde.
R.M.C.S., S h r i v e n h a m .
(T/Capt.) 1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
Depot R.W.K.
I R.W.K.
D e p o t R.W.K.

Parslow, J. P.
B u r r e l l , G . K.
T i z a r d , L, A . S.
Finnis, S. R.
Blunt, P. S.
T a y l o r , M . S

Y o u n g , R. N .
macLachlan, S.
G r e g o r y , M . K.
C y s t e r , P . L.
S u t t o n , J . D.

2nd LIEUTENANTS
Cyster, R. J.

Smith, M. J.

ATTACHED
Major J. A. Barlas, R.A.M.C.

Lt. R. P. Gilbert, R.A.P.C.

Copt. Rev. W. A. Greenfield, M.A. (R.A.Ch.D.).
2nd
Pearson, C. J.

LIEUTENANTS

QU VRTERMASTERS
B l a k e A . G „ M.B.E.
Stephens, S. V. . . .
G r u b b , J . E „ M.B.E.
H o g p a r t , E. ). W. .

NATIONAL

Depot Holdee.

( M a j . ) 4 / 5 R.W.K.
( C a p t . ) D e p o t , R.W.K.
T/Capt.
N o t t i n g h a m U n i v e r s i t y O.T.C.
( L t . ) V R.W.K.

Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.

K.
S.
R.
R.
P.

SERVICE

Cannell
E. C o n i n g h a m
D. Wallace
A. Crane
G. Birch

Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.

OFFICERS

R, C . R o b e r t s o n
P . J . S. F u r n e a u x
R. W. SheltonAgar
W. G. Leckie
P . F. V a l p y

REGULAR OFFICERS —PERMANENT STAFF
M a j o r C . F. Willis, M.B.E., T . D .
A , 0 . B l a k e , M.B.E., Q . M .  ( M a j o r )

Trg. Major and Adjt.

f.D

22nd ANNUAL REUNION

The Duchess of Kent, ColonelinChief, walking with Lord Cornwallis, Lord Lieutenant of Kent,
to take the salute at the Annual Reunion on Sunday, July 17th, I960.

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

BY APPOINTMENT
TO HER MAJESTY
THE QUEEN
GOLDSMITHS &

GARRARD SILVER

CROWN JEWELLERS

GARRARD & CO. LTD
Crown Jewellers
112 Regent Street, London, W.l.
Telephone: Regent 3021 (11 lines)
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ORDER POEM
RKGIMTAIi OHRISIivIAS CARD 1 960.

Q,. 0.521 X
Serial No.

To :
The Editor,
Q/;: r..* a On Gazett e.
The x '  r u c i z k s 9

MAiDda'ONC,

Please forward to me at the address "below
cards,
I enclose cheque/postal order for (amount)

(Cheques and postal order should "be made
payable to The Editor,The Queen 1 s Own Gazette,The
Barracks, Maidstone, ana should be crossed ;£& Co:",
Cash should, be sent by registered post.
Block letters please:~
Names, ranks

&.

decorations (if any)

Address:

Note: Description and picture on the Christmas
Ca'id appears :'n the Editorial Notes in the August
issue
The Queen 1 s Own Gazette, 196c,
Price per card Tenpence,
The cost is subsidised*
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EE&itorial

Kent, ColonelinChief, with the Colours on the occasion of
her visit to the 1st Battalion at Shorncliffe on 10th June,
1960. A copy of the photograph is published below.

As we go to Press the Editorial Chair has a temporary
occupant as the Editor is in the Balearic Islands on a well
deserved leave. We wish him and Mrs. Eason a restful and
happy holiday.

The picture will be in full colour with the Regimental
Crest on the outside and tied with Regimental ribbon.

*

*

*

*

The cost (subsidised) will be tenpence per card in
cluding postage.

The 22nd Annual Reunion has come and gone leaving
a host of memories. The weather was good, attendance
was good, and entertainment was excellent.

Once again we plead with our readers to forward their
applications as soon as possible.

To make the day a complete success we were favoured
with the presence of our beloved ColonelinChief, Her
Royal Highness the Duchess of Kent—what more could
one ask to crown a very memorable occasion. We feel sure
that the 22nd was the best of all our annual reunions.

Regimental Diaries

Congratulatory messages were received from Her
Majesty the Queen, Lt.General Sir William Oliver,
Brigadier N. I. Whitty and Major (Bill) Crumplin. These
were read out during the reunion luncheon and were re
ceived with loud applause.
Our thanks are due to O.C. 1st R.W.K., and O.C. 1st
Buffs for the use of their bands under their respective Band
masters, which added greatly to the entertainment of all
present.
Our thanks are also due to the Kent Messenger, South
Eastern Gazette and Kentish Express for their kind permis
sion to use their photographs with which we illustrate this
issue of the Q.O.G.
*

*

*

*

In this issue we enclose an order form for the 1960
Regimental Christmas Cards.
The picture is of Her Royal Highness the Duchess of

*

*

Attention is directed to the Editorial notes in the July
issue of the Regimental Journal.
There is still time to order a Regimental Diary for
1961. This will be the last Regimental Diary of The
Queen's Own so it behoves all and sundry to order now.
The wallet bears the Regimental Crest on the cover and
can be used to house other types of diary so it can be re
tained as a reminder of our Regiment after amalgamation.
The wallet makes an excellent Christmas or birthday gift.
Price 17/lOd. post free.
*

*

*

*

Regimental Car Badge
Our present stock has been sold. If it is intended to
place another order with the manufacturers, the usual notice
will appear in print.
MILITARY ESSAY COMPETITION 1960/61

*

Christmas Card

*

T

HE Bertrand Stewart Prize Essay subject for the 1961
competition has now been chosen and is as follows:—
" In the past. Great Britain has had the free use of a
number of overseas possessions spread throughout the
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world, which have provided facilities ranging from full
base installations to refuelling stations. These have
greatly eased problems of movement and deployment
both in peace and war.
Since the war, the tendency has been for these facili
ties to become no longer available for political reasons,
and this trend seems likely to continue.
Assuming that, at some future time, Great Britain
will have no overseas bases or staging and refuelling
points, other than in the territories of the old Com
monwealth (Canada, Australia, New Zealand, South
Africa) discuss how her military presence can be
brought to bear in the Middle East, Africa and the Far
East both in limited and cold war conditions.
You may make any reasonable assumptions regard
ing developments in aircraft and naval vessels, and in
weapon systems. "
The general conditions for this essay will be the same
as for the 1960 competition and can be found in A.C.I. 410
of 1959.
GOLD MEDAL AND TRENCH GASCOIGNE PRIZE
ESSAY COMPETITION, 1960
Prize : Thirty guineas and Gold Medal.
Subject:
1 Discuss the importance of Africa on world strategy
2 " The thermonuclear stalemate makes a major war
out of the question. The Suez operation showed
that a limited war, even if successful, is bound to be
a political catastrophe. The internal security of
our colonies and dependencies does not call for
Forces of the size and complexity, particularly the
complexity, that we now have. What, then, are
the Services for? Discuss this with proposals on
how the Services should be reshaped."

General conditions for this essay competition will be
the same as for the 1959 competition and can be found in
A.C.I. 82 of 1959.

f

Social and Personal

W

E send Birthday Greetings to two of our old Colonels
in the persons of Lt.General Sir William Oliver and
Brigadier N. I. Whitty (both in far away places) who cele
brate their birthday on 8th September—our Regimental
Day. Unfortunately this will be the last occasion on which
we will be privileged to send them congratulations through
the medium of the Social and Personal column of The
Queens Own Gazette. Nevertheless we will remember
them on Sevastopol Day.
" Happy Birthday to you. "
*

*

*

*

*

General Bill informs us that between January and July,
I960, he has covered 30,000 miles in journeys in Australia.
He always was a " gogetter. " No doubt he will meet Dr.
Barbara Moore one of these days during her hike in the
antipodes, and may even meet the ghost of Ned Kelly some
where in the bush. Anyhow he carries with him our good
wishes wherever he is.

*

*

*

It is impossible to mention the many old friends we
met during the Reunion celebration, and we are not going
to try but the following left their impression in our cranial
reminder pad:—
Frank Lamb who is now on the Coventry Police Staff.
Looking as sprightly as ever he invited us to a hideyout
where he searched in his tail pocket for something to cele
brate the occasion. Nice seeing you Frank! Come again
and in the meantime get the Constabulary Tailor to deepen
the pocket where you carry your first aid lotion.
*

Closing date 16th November, 1960.

or

A Press cutting on the subject of another of our old
Colonels—Lt.General Sir James O'Dowda—who recently
celebrated his golden wedding anniversary is quoted as
saying:—
" ' We've been through two world wars together. When
you've faced difficulties like that, married life is wonderful.' "
" Sir James is very active. He spent most of yesterday
walking round the hilly town of Rye, Sussex. "
" Only one thing saddens him. He had to put away
his bicycle 10 years ago, after falling oil it and breaking a
leg. "
We are a long way off Sir James' age (88) but we were
delighted to poke the boneshaker in the garden shed when
we were 70.

*

*

*

Ex R.S.M. Percy Tasker, who although a Surrey man,
still takes a keen interest in The Queen's Own. Everyone
will agree that Percy was a Real SergeantMajor. He
scared everyone, but he was universally admired even by
those to whom he issued raspberries. He resides near Maid
stone. " Get a move on Lad! "
*
*
*
*
MajorGeneral (Jimmy) Riddell who informed me that
he had been to Geneva to attend the abortive Summit Mcet
ing.
In reply to my inquiry he also informed me that The
Queen's Own Buffs, The Royal Kent Regiment, would figure
as one of the six ancient corps entitled to wear ancient
badges and Royal devices.
*

*

*

*

Peter Hallett and Len Remfry sat opposite us at the
lunch and between bites of turkey and ham carried on an
amusing and bantering conversation.
Peter incidentally was assistant stooge at R.H.Q. some
moons ago where he served his apprenticeship wrapping up
" Busters. " He was quite good at it too!
*

*

*

*

Capt. Russell and "Private" Jenkins—stalwarts of the
11th (Lewisham) Battalion. Pte. Jenkins was a very busy
man as the safety of our ColonelinChief was in his hands
when she was outside the perimeter of the barracks. The
least we can say is that he did his job in the manner ex
pected of members of his old Battalion. We hope he got
rid of the shoes destined for the use of a very important
V.I.P.
*

*

*

*

Lt.Colonel Arthur Howe who was recovering from his
recent accident when he broke his wrist—that'll teach him
from fishin' for tiddlers at his time of life!
We are pleased to say he appeared very happy in spite
of his injury.
Lt.Colonel J. M. Haycraft who recently retired from
the Editorship of an Army Magazine published at the War
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House. I understand that although he is no longer the
Editor he still contributes articles to it.
Being in the same line of business we send him our
felicitations.
Ex Pte. John Stoeger from Slovakia and his wife. John
was a popular member of the Depot where he was a police
man. He is now a postman in Dorking, in fact a man of
letters.
This morning (11th August) we were pleased to
receive a coloured postcard from the Editor who is in
Majorca (pronounced Mayorka) where he, in company
with his family are spending a well earned vacation
and we wish them all a very happy and restful holiday.
Frankly we are a trifle worried as the chief has
been visiting a bull fight—we
envisage some occasion
in the future when he might get really angry—such
as when we hand over the " Grindstone File."
Have a good time now
what's waiting for you when

boss, you don't
you get back.

know

(We hope you return reyuvinated and yust bouncin'
with vigour).
*

*

*

*

Reverting to people we met at the Reunion.
Mr. Bogie Moss from Barton, Torquay—We discovered
we have a mutual acquaintance there. A Mr. Pirn—a fisher
man who many years ago discovered I liked fish. Each
morning on returning from Tor Bay he invariably left a
BUCKETFULL on our doorstep. The consequence was
that all the cats in Torquay spent their holidays in our
back yard.
*

*

*

*

It was a good Reunion, but unfortunately we cannot
recollect the names of all our old cronies who stopped for
a chin wag.
*

*

*

*

We offer our heartiest congratulations to Mr. (Bunny)
and Mrs. Hare who have just celebrated their 50th Wedding
Anniversary. We wish them many more years of wedded
bliss.
We offer our congratulations to Lieutenant Ham
Whitty who has been selected to play cricket for the Army.
" Ham " has just relinquished the temporary appointment
of Adjutant at the Depot to the Adjutant proper—Capt.
Desmond Butler. Ham's apprenticeship was a success and
he is now really competent to sign himself " the officer
whose duty it was to make the record."
*

*

*

*

This month we failed to receive any missives from
Morigorio, Nairobi, Nanyuki, Nakuru, Lusaka, M'Bosi,
Lilongrwe, Kuala Lumpur, Accra, Muscat, Kohima or other
faraway places with strange sounding names, but the visitors'
book contains some names of those who have come back
from there—and others from " nearaway " places.
Captain Desmond Hackforth from Johannesburg;
Major Derek Blum from Shorncliffe; and LieutColonel
A. R. H. Waring from Tonbridge and Sevenoaks.
T.P.M.

REGIMENTAL
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CRICKET

Two games were played in July, one against the Mote
on 24th and the other against the B.B's. on the following
day. Unfortunately wc were unable to field our strongest
teams and met with disaster on both days.
The Mote, having bowled us out for 145, knocked off
the runs for the loss of 3 wickets. Our only two batsmen
to offer any resistance were Simon Hoare 41 and Ken
Cannell 25.
The B.B's. brought down a very strong team, and on a
placid wicket declared with their score at 228 for 4 wickets.
The regiment, as a result of inept batting rather than aggres
sive bowling were bowled out for 73. Score:
Saturday, 23rd July—v. The Mote: Lost by 7 wickets.
Queen's Own 145 (K. Cannell 25, S. Hoare 41), The Mote
1463 (J. Smith 67).
Sunday, 24th July—v. B.B's.: Lost by 155 runs. B.B's.
2284 dec. (Brairanim 61, G. Anson 71 n.o.), Queen's Own
73 (Cpl. Brown 22; R. Murray 5 for 23).

REGIMENTAL GOLF MEETING
The Regimental golf meeting was held at the Folke
stone Golf Club on Friday, July 1st. The entry was disap
pointingly small but on a lovely day great fun was had by all,
although the standard of golf at times hardly matched the
brilliance of the sun; some quite good scores were returned.
Our thanks are due to Major Ken Hind for organising the
meeting so well and for making the day such a success. The
following took part:
Colonel MerlottChitty, Lt.Colonel Gwilliam, Lt.
Colonel Buckle, Majors Reeves, Woodman, Hind, and
Lieutenants Whitmore, Champion and Whitty.
Results
The BonhamCarter Cup (best scratch
1. Lt. R. S. Whitmore 
2. Lt. R. H. W h i t t y
.
3. Maj. A. K. Hind

4. Col. MerlottChitty

score).—
  76
. . 76
  89
  92

The Kent Playing Fields Association Cup
(Best handicap score).—
1. Lt. R. H. Whitty
 
2. Maj. A. K. Hind
 
3. Lt. R. S. Whitmore

4. Col. MerlottChitty
Maj. E. G. Reeves
Maj. F. Woodman
 
Slableford Foursomes Competition.—
1. Lt. R. S. Whitmore
Lt. R. H. Whitty
 
2. Colonel MerlottChitty
Lt.Colonel Buckle






69
73
74



76



38 points



35 points

Queen's Own v. The Buffs
This was played on Saturday 9th July at the Wildemesse
Club, Sevenoaks.
The Buffs, determined to revenge a series of defeats,
fielded their strongest side, and it was therefore unfortunate
that our three best golfers were engaged elsewhere.
The foursomes, played in the morning, proved to be
such a success that it was decided after an excellent lunch
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to disperse with tradition and play foursomes, rather than
singles, in the afternoon.
Despite frequent heavy showers and the consequent
soggy turf much good golf was played. The details of the
match are given below but it should be mentioned that Mike
Archer very unfortunately hurt his back again while playing
in the morning, and Owen Knox kindly took his place in
the afternoon with Derek InglefieldWatson as a partner.
They were the only couple to halve their match in the
second round of the foursomes, but before lunch Colonel
Arthur MerlottChitty and Derek InglefieldWatson did well
to win their match by 2 and 1.
It was good to see so many old friends both as allies and
opposition, and we congratulate the Buffs on their convinc
ing victory.
We are all looking forward to next year when we hope
that the amalgamated golfing society will produce an
unbeatable team for the Argyll and Sutherland Competi
tion in the Army Championship.
RESULTS
Morning Foursomes
The Queen's Own
1. Maj.Gen. C. H.
Tarver
Lt.Col. P. Hicks
2. Maj. M. G. M.
Archer
Lt.Col. P. C. M.
Buckle

Result
The Buffs
Q.O.
Buffs
Maj. D. Montgomery
v Brig. M. P. D.
0 1(6/5)
Dewar
v

Col. H. R. Grace
Maj. M. Bolton

Maj. W. R. Brown
3. Col. A. A. E.
MerlottChitty
Sir Derek Inglefield Mr. E. St. J. Brice
Watson, Bt.
4. Maj. E. G. Reeves
Mr. M. Maberley

Lt.Col. J. F. May
v Capt. I. P. Pearson

Afternoon Foursomes
The Queen's Own
1. Maj.Gen. C. H.
Tarver
Lt.Col. P. Hicks

The Buffs
Maj. D. Montgomery
v Brig. M. P. D.
Dewar

2. Col. A. A. E.

MerlottChitty

Lt.Col. P. C. M.

v

0 1(4/3)

1(2/1) 0

0 1(2/1)

0 1(4/3)

Maj. Cobb
Lt.Col. J. F. May

0 1(3/2)

Buckle

3. Maj. E. G. Reeves
Mr. M. Maberley

Col. H. R. Grace
v Maj. M. Bolton

0 1(8/6)

4. Sir Derek Inglefield Maj. W. R. Brown
Watson, Bt.
v Capt. I. P.
Col. H. M. O. Knox
Pearson

4

4

(all sq.)

4

34

Result: The Buffs 64 matches; The Queen's Own 14
matches.

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AND DEATHS
BIRTHS

i

BALBERNIE
On July 20th, 1960, at the Warren Maternity Hospital,
Abingdon, to Joy and Richard Balbernie—a son, brother
for Robin, Fiona, Angus and William.
GATES
On July 18th, 1960, at the Helena Families Wing,
Military Hospital, Shorncliffe, to Eve, wife of Sgt. R. Gates,
a daughter—Kathleen.
LEIGH
On August 11th, at Shorncliffe Military Hospital, to
Patricia (n£e Irwin) wife of Captain P. S. Leigh, a son.
WHITLOCK
Ex.C.S.M. 1st. Bn. A son, Charles Ernest. Born at
Chatham, August 12th, 1960.
ENGAGEMENT
HOLMANSEARLE
The engagement is announced between Lieut. John
Charles Holman, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment, elder son of Mr. and Mrs. T. G. H. Holman, of
Leelands, London Road, Tonbridge, and Penelope Susan,
only daughter of Mr. and Mrs. D. W. Searle, 7, Spring
Place, Hadlow, Kent.
MARRIAGES
MORGANCORNISH
On July 16th, 1960, at Folkestone Registry Office, Pte.
A. Morgan, 1st Bn. The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment, to Miss Frances Mary Cornish.
WRAIGHTSAVAGE
On July 16th, 1960, at Folkestone Registry Office,
L/Cpl. B. Wraight, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment, to Miss Edna May Savage.
BANKSCROUCH
On June 27th, 1960, at Brighton Registry Office, Pte.
D. Banks, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment,
to Miss Patricia Helene Crouch.
DEANGERMAN
On July 14th, 1960, at Hammersmith Registry Office,
Pte. J. Dean, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment,
to Miss Barbara Evelyn German.
STOEGERSHEPHERD
On May 28th, 1960, at St. John's Church, North
Holmwood, Surrey, Pte. John David Stoeger, The Queen's
Own Royal West Kent Regiment, to Miss Jean Lilian
Shepherd.
DEATHS
DUCKER
The death took place, suddenly, on July 3rd, 1960, at
his home at 129, Clapgate Lane, Ipswich, of Mr. R. Ducker,
who served with the 10th Bn. The Queen's Own Royal West
Kent Regiment from 1915 to 1918.
HOLLAND
The death took place at the Royal Hospital Infirmary,
Leatherhead, on August 7th, 1960, of Graham Jasper
Holland, aged 81. He served in The Queen's Own from
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1896 until 1933 (37 years) and held the rank of Sergeant on
discharge.

Army Emergency Reserve of Officers,
National Service List

He was admitted to the Royal
Pensioner on July 14th, 1960.

Alan Jack Andrews (458295) (formerly Lt. R.W.K.) to be
Lt. 9th August, I960, with seniority 28th April, 1960.

Hospital as an

In

CARRISON

Territorial Army

The death took place at his home at 3, Watery Lane,
Doniford, Somerset, on August 8th. 1960, of Mr. H. J.
Carrison, M.M., late of The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment.

Capt. (Acting Maj.) H. D. A. Pennells (368802) to be Maj.
20th July, I960, with seniority 20th August, 1957.

His widow informs us that he was the first member to
receive the Military Medal, on it's institution, for services
at Ypres.

Territorial Army Reserve of Officers

He also served in The Royal Engineers.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Dear Sir,
I am very sorry that 1 was not able to be present at the
last meeting of the Association, on Saturday last, owing to
being on the sick list, I am probably one of the oldest sur
vivors of the Regiment. I am now 92 and 7 months, and
might have met someone that I knew.

2/Lt. P. F. Valpy (458642) to be Lt. 28th July, 1960.

Lt. (Acting Capt.) M. V. Nyren (429519) to be Capt. 17th
July, 1960. with seniority 21st May, 1959.
Lt. N. N. G. Maw (425213) from Active List, to be Lt. 13th
June, 1960, retaining his present seniority.

REGIMENTAL CAR BADGES
The badge is made of heavily chromeplated metal with
the cap badge set in a background of the Regimental
Colours in vitreous enamel.

I was 2270 Sgt. A. E. Rogers, 1st Bn. and 1114 S.M. of
9th 2nd Res. Bn., also Comdr. A. E. Rogers Indian
Ordnance and joined Kitchener's Army in 1914, having just
retired from Indian Army. My kindest regards to all Past
and Present.
I enlisted on 25th November, 1887.
Yours very sincerely,
1 Castle Terrace,
H. E. ROGERS.
Hawkhurst.
21st July, 1960.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
The Editor acknowledges with thanks receipt of the
following Regimental Journals and Magazines:
The Dragon; The R.A.O.C. Journal; The Waggoner;
St. George's Gazette; British Legion Journal; Empire.
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PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS
Extracts from London Gazette Supplements
REGULAR ARMY
2/Lt. J. C. Holman (457182) to be Lt. 2nd August, 1960.
2/Lt. R. H. Whitty (437309) to be Lt. 2nd August, 1960.
Short Service Commission
2/Lt. J. B. Coles (454544) to be Lt. 13th May, 1960 (substi
tuted for the notification in Gazette (supplement) dated
14th June, 1960, under Welsh Brigade).
Lt. A. J. Andrews (458295) relinquishes his command 9th
August, 1960, on completion of service with Ghana
Army.
Regular Army Reserve of Officers (Class III)
Lt. D. Parish (444494) from A.E. Reserve of Officers,
National Service List, to be Lt. 20th July, 1960, retain
ing his present seniority.

The cost is 26/9 post free. — Apply to the Editor,
"Queen's Own Gazette," Regimental Headquarters, The
Barracks, Maidstone,

210

22nd ANNUAL REUNION
At Maidstone, on Sunday, July 17th, 1960

T

HE 22nd Annual Reunion of The Queen's Own Past
and Present Association took place in the Barracks,
on Sunday, 17th July, 1960. Our ColonelinChief, Her
Royal Highness The Duchess of Kent flew by aeroplane
and helicopter to be present at the Reunion. It was the
last reunion before the amalgamation with The Buffs and
was attended by a record number of the Regiment Past and
Present members of the Regiment.
Despite the rain and low cloud the Duchess flew to
the R.A.F. Station, West Mailing, in a Heron of the Queen's
Flight.

They were inspected by Maj.General D. E. B. Talbot,
the Colonel of the Regiment.
Also on parade was a contingent of recruits of The
Depot, and Chelsea pensioners.
Headed by the band and standard bearers, the parade
marched to All Saints' Church for a special service.
Just before they moved off the rain, which had
threatened to ruin the proceedings, stopped, and the sun
broke through.
The Duchess left the Police Headquarters by car and
entered the church by the west door. She was met by

The Colonel oj the Regiment inspecting the 1st Battalion
There 'she was received by the Station Commander,
WingCmdr. F. N. Brinsden.

Maj.General Talbot and Lieut.Colonel Edwards, Chairman
of the Past and Present Association, and by Canon Bennett.

From the airfield she flew by helicopter to the Kent
Police Headquarters. As she stepped from the machine
on to the parade ground, the Duchess was received by Lord
Cornwallis, the Lord Lieutenant and Lady Cornwallis,
Lt.Col. G. C. White, the Chief Constable, and Mrs. White,
Mr. R. C. M. Jenkins, the Deputy Chief Constable, and
Mrs. Jenkins, the Mayor and Mayoress of Maidstone, Coun
cillor and Mrs. A. Clark, and Lieut. R. H. Whitty (Acting
A.D.C.)

After the 40minute special service, the parade of past
and present Servicemen, headed by the regimental band,
wound its way through Maidstone's narrow streets to the
Regimental War Memorial at Brenchley Gardens. They
stood in silent tribute as buglers sounded Last Post in
memory of fallen comrades.

Meanwhile members of the Past and Present Asso
ciation from over a wide area had been arriving at the
depot in Sandling Road.
As the helicopter passed overhead, they were forming
up by battalions on the parade ground.

Then came the great moment of the march past at the
Depot, when the Duchess took the salute. Flanking her
during the impressively moving ceremony were two scarlet
jacketed Chelsea Pensioners—Sergeant W. Vidler (73) and
Private A. Toms (78)—both exmembers of The Queen's
Own Royal West Kent Regiment, who were brought from
their London barracks especially for the occasion.
When she had lunched in the new gymnasium, the
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The Colonel of the Regiment inspecting the 2nd Battalion

4th Battalion
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Duchess was taken by car to visit the newlyhoused
regimental museum in Faith Street.
She was shown around by Major R. Love, curator,
and Mr. L. R. A. Grove, curator of the Maidstone Museum.
Also among the company who inspected the ancient war
,elics were Sir Garrard and Lady TyrwhittDrake. Sir
Garrard is chairman of the Museum Committee.
Shortly afterwards, back at the Depot, the Duchess
met members of the Past and Present Association and

the massed bands of The Buffs and The Queen's Own Royal
West Kent Regiment.
Before Her Royal Highness paid a visit to the
Regimental Museum the following presentations took place:
Major and Mrs. Paice, Capt. and Mrs. Wilkins, Mr.
and Mrs. Farrington, Mr. and Mrs. Williams, Mr. and Mrs.
Hill, Mr. and Mrs. Ingram. Mr. and Mrs. Adams, Mr. and
Mrs. Pope, Mr. and Mrs. Rapley, Capt. and Mrs. Russell,
Mr. and Mrs. Toomer, Mr. R. Wilks and Mrs. Lefley, Mr.

Colonel of the Regiment and Chairman of the Past and
Present Association leading the Parade to Church
then took off in her helicopter for West Mailing airport,
where another aircraft of the Queen's Flight waited to take
her home.
During the afternoon there was a band concert by the
regimental band, a smallbore competition for allcomers, a
P.T. demonstration and races for all—women, children, old
soldiers and not so old soldiers.
The presentation of the interbranch shooting cup and
the Standard Bearers' Belt, by the Colonel of the Regiment,
led up to the climax of the day's events—Beating Retreat by

and Mrs. Warner, Mr. and Mrs. Davidson, Mr. and Mrs.
Ashby, Mr. F. Marchant, Major R. Brown, Major and
Mrs. Smith, Mr. and Mrs. Nichols, Mr. and Mrs. Jezard,
Mr. and Mrs. Elvy, Mr. and Mrs. Dawson, Mr. G. Cockell,
Mr. and Mrs. Sayers, Mr. and Mrs. Maxlow, Mr. and Mrs.
Farrington, Mr. and Mrs. Waterman, Capt. N. O. Durdant
Hollamby
The Standard Bearers' Competition was won by Maid
stone Branch and the Shooting Cup by Tonbridge and
Tunbridge Weils.
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Band and Drums

1st Battalion marching to church
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H.R.H. speaking to Sgt. Scrivens, Winner of the Standard Hearers' Competition
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H.R.H. inspecting the Standard Bearers

H.R.H. speaking to 1 jP A. Toms.

H.R.H. speaks to an O'd Comrade
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H.R.H. speaking to Mr. Mackintosh

H.R.H. meets younger members of the Association.
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Left—A request for a photograph.

Below— H.R.H. inspecting the Regimental Museum
accompanied by Major Love, the Curator
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H.R.H. leaving by helicopter from the Barrack Square
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Allied Regiments of The Buffs and The Queen's Own

T

HE Regiment to be formed by the amalgamation of
The Buffs and The Queen's Own will have five allied
Regiments—one of New Zealand, three Canadian and one
Australian.
The Canterbury Regiment of New Zealand
The first alliance began in January, 1913, between The
Queen's Own and the 1st (Canterbury) Regiment of New
Zealand. It was made because the 50th Foot had served in
New Zealand during the Maori War, 186366.
In 1866 the Volunteer infantry in the Canterbury Plain
area of South Island, New Zealand, was formed into two
battalions. When the Territorial Force was constituted in
1910, these units were named the 1st (Canterbury) Regi
ment and the 2nd (South Canterbury) Regiment. They
were amalgamated in 1921 to form the present Canterbury
Regiment, with headquarters at Christchurch.
During the Boer War, New Zealand contingents were
raised for service in South Africa. The Canterbury bat
talions sent many men and were granted the Battle Honour
" South Africa, 19002. "
Three Canterbury battalions fought in the 191418 War
—at Gallipoli and in most of the battles in France and
Flanders from 1916 to 1918. One V.C. was won.
During the Second World War three composite com
panies from the Canterbury Regiment served with the New
Zealand Expeditionary Force; six battalions were raised for
home defence. The service companies fought in Greece,
Crete, North Africa and Italy. Captain C. H. Upham won
two V.C.s, the first in Crete, the second at the Ruweisat
Ridge in the Western Desert.
By virtue of the regiment's connection with the Christ
church City Guards, which were raised in 1859, it is the
senior regiment of the Royal New Zealand Infantry. The
motto is Ake, Ake Kia Kaha, which means " We fight on
for ever and ever. " The regimental march is " A Hundred
Pipers. "
The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada
The British Army Manoeuvres of 1910 were unique
because a battalion of the Canadian Militia came over to
take part. This unit. The Queen's Own Rifles, was in camp
alongside the 1st Bull's at Aldershot. One day The Buffs
heard their regimental march being played by the Canadians.
They found that permission to use the tune had been given
some years before. This incident led to an official alliance
between the two regiments in January, 1914.
The Queen's Own Rifles began in April, 1860, when six
Volunteer Rifle Companies in the Toronto district were
formed into a battalion. Two years later Queen Victoria
approved the title The Queen's Own Rifles of Toronto. The
name was changed to The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada
in 1882.
A Canadian contingent fought in the Boer War.

It

was commanded by the C.O. of The Queen's Own Rifles,
which also sent a detachment.
In the First World War, volunteers were sought for
service with the Canadian Expeditionary Force. Four bat
talions were raised from Toronto. They won four V.C.s.
The regiment was mobilised as part of the 3rd Canadian
Division in June, 1940. The 1st Battalion crossed the
Atlantic in July, 1941, and trained in England and Scotland.
On DDay, 6th June, 1944, it landed in Normandy and
fought in NorthWest Europe until the Germans sur
rendered. Sgt. Cosens won the V.C. near Keppeln. Three
other battalions were raised during the war. The 2nd, as
a reserve unit, supplied reinforcements. The 3rd served with
the Atlantic Defence Force and later came to England. The
4th was part of the Canadian Occupation Force in Ger
many.
Recently Princess Alexandra, daughter of the Duchess
of Kent, was appointed ColonelinChief in succession to
the late Queen Mary, who had held the appointment since
1928.
The 1st Royal New Brunswick Regiment
Before 1867 the Militia in Carleton County in the
Province of New Brunswick, Canada, existed mainly on
paper. When the provinces were federated in July of that
year, the defence of the dominion became a federal con
cern. The Militia units were reorganised and, on Septem
ber 10th, 1869, The Carleton Light Infantry was formed
with headquarters at Woodstock.
In 1914 the services of the regiment were offered as an
entire unit. The offer was refused. So the personnel
enlisted in the new battalions which were being raised for
active service. The officers became scattered; many of the
men went to France with the 12th Battalion Canadian
Expeditionary Force.
A number of alliances were made between Canadian
Militia battalions and regiments of the British Army in
1925, so as to foster the comradeship which had started
during the war. The Carleton L.I. was allied to The Queen's
Own.
The Carleton L.I. was amalgamated with The York
Regiment in 1937; the title became The Carleton and York
Regiment.
When war broke out in 1939 the regiment mobilised
with the 1st Canadian Division. It arrived in December
in Scotland, trained there and in England, and then took
over a beachsector near Brighton. It landed in Sicily with
the 8th Army in July, 1943, and fought in Italy fromTermoli
to the Gothic Line. In March, 1945, it sailed to Marseilles
and thrust up the Rhone Valley into Holland.
In the reorganisation of the Canadian Militia in 1954,
the unit was amalgamated with The New Brunswick Regi
ment to form the 1st New Brunswick Regiment (Carleton
and York). It became a Royal regiment in June, 1956,
since when it has been known as the 1st Royal New Bruns
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wick Regiment. Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II is
ColonelinChief. The badge is the White Horse of Kent
superimposed on the Star of Brunswick. Headquarters
are now in Saint John.
The Essex and Kent Scottish
A Militia battalion was raised in Kent County in the
Province of Ontario, Canada, in 1866. It was disbanded
in 1892.
The existing regiment was formed in 1914 as the 186th
Battalion, Canadian Expeditionary Force. It arrived in the
United Kingdom in April. 1917. Its role was to supply
drafts to three battalions of the Canadian Corps in France.
After that war the battalion was reformed as The Kent
Regiment with headquarters at Chatham, Ontario. It be
came allied to The Queen's Own in 1925, at the same time
as The Carleton L.I. It adopted "A Hundred Pipers" as
its regimental march.
The regiment was called out on active service in July,
1940. It remained in Ontario until July, 1941, when it
took over the defence of a beachsector in Nova Scotia for
six months. In March, 1942, as the Japanese victories in
the Pacific were causing apprehension, it moved to British
Columbia, where it stayed until the war ended.

Because of an amalgamation in 1954, the regiment is
now The Essex and Kent Scottish.
The 3rd Australia Infantry Battalion (The
Werriwa Regiment)
The 3rd Australian
Regiment) became allied
quarters are in Sydney.
When the Australian
in 1946, the 3rd Infantry
The alliance lapsed.

Infantry Battalion (The Werriwa
to The Buffs in 1929. Its head
Military Forces were reorganised
Battalion lost its identity as such.

Since then the alliance has been revived.
*

*

*

*

Besides the five alliances there will, we hope, be one
affiliation—with a subunit of our own Territorial Army.
This is Q (The Queen's Own) Battery 265, Light AntiAir
craft Regiment (T.A.), which is at present affiliated to the
Queen's Own.
This battery is descended from the 20th (County of
London) Battalion, The London Regiment (Blackheath and
Woolwich), which was itself formed from the Volunteer
battalions of The Queen's Own in 1908. Its headquarters
are at Holly Hedge House, Blackheath.
H.D.C.
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Here's one pack it's a pleasure to carry—
Kreemys, the new Sharp's toffees in the
handy pack. Buy a packet of scarlet
and gold wrapped Kreemys today
—they're delicious!

EDWARD

SHARP

&

SONS

LTD.,

The

Toffee

Specialists,

MAIDSTONE,

KENT
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News

from

i st BATTALION

T

HE Battalion's principal
task this month has been,
and still is, the running of a
large Army Cadet Camp at
Rhyl, North Wales. Major
David Blum with 150 Officers
and men, including the whole
of " A " Coy., left here on
Monday, 10th July, and will
not be back until the 8th
August. Their duties include
the administration of a camp
large enough to accommodate
two battalions of cadets, run
ning their adventure training
and providing a demonstra
tion platoon. In spite of the
arduous programme, reports
indicate that the sea front at
'Rhyl is being well patronised
and has been compared not
unfavourably with that of
Folkestone.

During the last week in
June "D" Coy. went down to Eastbourne to help to run the
Home Counties Brigade Summer Tattoo. The Band and
Drums combined with the Band and Drums of The Bulls
and Queen's Surreys and gave a Massed Band Display, and
Support Coy., on their flat feet for once, gave a warlike
demonstration of a fighting patrol. Both events proved
popular and a number of other local authorities tried to sign
up both turns. The Band and Drums have accepted a num
ber of local assignments, but unfortunately Support Coy.
have had to decline. The Tattoo was repeated for one night
on the 29th of June at Folkestone Police Sports, with as
great a success as at Eastbourne.
On the 1st July the Battalion Shooting Team returned
from Bisley. This is the first Battalion Team to compete
there since 1950, when Sgt. Young reached the Army 100.
No major successes were recorded, but the experience will
be of value next year.
The Home Counties District Athletic Competition was
held in the Chatham Stadium on the 6th July. We reached
third place out of six competing major units. The well
deserved success of The Buffs Depot in winning the minor
units competition at the same meeting augurs well for the
future.
On 24th June we entered two teams for the Home
Counties District Motor Cycle Trials. Although neither
team was successful as such, we secured a number of

Battalions
awards, namely: Sgt. Taylor was the individual runnerup
and Pte. Mummery and Sgt. Ticehurst were respectively the
Novices winner and runnerup. In addition, Cpl. Potts
and Pte. Pearson were given Novices Certificate of Merit.
Our prospects for the Command Championships in early
September seem bright.
For the Band and Drums, July has been a busy and
successful month. Both have had their fill of public engage
ments, of which the best was undoubtedly the splendid
retreat, in conjunction with the Band and Drums of The
Buffs, at the Reunion on 17th July. Many members of the
Regiment have said that it was the best retreat ever per
formed on the Maidstone Square.
Quietly and gradually the Battalion's recruiting efforts
have been increased. The Band and Drums do their part.
We have helped in a number of local Agricultural Shows,
notably Maidstone, Tunbridge Wells and Horsham, and
our special recruiters, Sgts. Taylor and Everett, are begin
ning to report results. Sgt. Laming is in charge of The
Home Counties Brigade Recruiting Van, which many
readers of these notes will have seen about the County, and
the Battalion now has its own specially prepared 3ton lorry
complete with a colour slide projector with photographs of
Regimental life and a display stand of Infantry weapons.
On the more social side of Battalion life, congratula
tions are due to Cpls. Samson and E. Kemp on their
promotion to Acting Sgts. At last it is possible for the
amateur to tell which of the Kemp twins is "Echo" and
which is " Victor." Casualties through marriages have been
heavy this month and we have lost L/Cpl. Wraight, Pte.
Morgan, Pte. Park, Pte. Ayres and Pte. Dean, formal noti
fication of whose marriages appear elsewhere. We wish
them all every happiness in the future. Also for congratu
lations are the other Kemp—" Victor "—whose third child,
a son, Anthony William, was born at Shorncliffe Military
Hospital on 12th May, and Sgt. Gates, whose daughter was
born in the Shorncliffe Military Hospital on 18th July. We
regret omitting the former announcement from the last issue
of the Gazette.
We are glad to welcome Mr. Peter Hiscock back to the
Battalion after his long course at Shrivenham, and we con
gratulate him on completing it.
As amalgamation comes nearer we are gradually
running down in numbers and it has been found necessary
to place "B" Coy. in suspended animation. Draft Training
duties normally carried out by "B" Coy. have been taken
on by Sp. Coy., commanded by Capt. Cecil West, of
The Buffs.
There is only one more large draft due to us before
amalgamation. They passed off the Depot Square on 27th
July in front of the Colonel of the Regiment and are due
here after leave on 8th August. If they maintain the high
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standard they showed on their passing out parade they will
bring considerable credit to the Battalion.
Finally, the following:—
C.O. to Mess Barman: Twenty cigarettes, please—
second packet today; it must be the worry.
Barman to C.O.: Worry, Sir?
the 2 I/C's job.

I thought that was

"A" COMPANY
With a rather humdrum month behind us, the usual
periodic scratching of heads is taking place in Moore
Barracks. What to write about ? This month is quite with
out incident, so our chronicles will have to be about
personalities, pure and simple. (There are many simple
characters in "A" Coy., but few, I fear, are pure.)
Firstly we have lost C/Sgt. Johnstone. He has been in
the Company longer than L/Cpl. Clark, M.M., and the
O.C., so that gives you some idea of his length of service.
He is now C/Sgt. to the Regimental Depot and we wish him
well. You have to have been a "Q" man yourself to realise
just how much hard work Colour Johnstone put into his job.
Our other loss is Sgt. Vale, who has gone back to his
first love, the AntiTank PI. We will miss his fishing stories,
but at least he isn't too far away.
Our new arrival needs very little introduction to older
soldiers. C/Sgt. Kelly. exM.M.G. King and lately P.S.I,
to the 4/5th Bn., has stepped into the breach, and we under
stand that since he last served in the Battalion he has taken
up gardening in a big way.
Sgt. Maume dropped in for a few days after his Hythe
Course, and before departing for a summer holiday in
North Wales with 90 per cent of the rest of the Company.
About the only other item of interest this month is the
sterling effort put up by the Company's members in the
Athletics Team, particularly Sgt. Vale and Cpl. Watson.
We were narrowly beaten by the Glostcrs, but were not
disgraced.
3 Platoon
In Memoriam.—To Sgt. Vale, late, brief Platoon Sgt.
of 3 Platoon.
Having been with us only a short while, Sgt. Vale has
sadly departed, as we all do, whence we came. Although
his slay was brief, his impression was great; in his short stay,
incidents were numerous. A resistant character, he survived
the attempt to break his back by a member of the Plafoon,
and so overwhelmed a lynch mob by sheer personality that
they were reduced to symbolism, hanging their noose over
the door with the wellknown quotation. " I'll lengthen
you, laddie," as their departing gesture of defiance.
Before we finally close, we would like to wish L/Cpl.
" Hank " Hawkins the best of luck in civvy street, for
which he so sadly departed.
" The Nigs."
1 Platoon
Memoriam.—Diffey, C'rout, Ovenden, Williams 691,
Chouls.
At last, after weeks of backbreaking drill, we arrived
at the time of the Trooping of the Colour, in the peak of
drill fitness.
Apparently all this effort was rewarded,

because we were told by everyone who saw it that it was a
very good parade. Whether they expected a free drink or
not, I couldn't say.
This parade was the last for glory by Messrs. Diffey,
Crout, Williams 691, Ovenden and Chouls, who departed
after the parade on three weeks' leave prior to demob.
When they came back for their demob, they were given a
grand sendoff by the rest of the " mob," one or two of
them being tied to the rafters. Despite their suffering, they
spent a happy demob. We wish them all success and
prosperity in " civvy street."
After the " Troop " we did very little, till the Platoon
left for Rhyl on the 10th July for a month's holiday. Our
exploits will be recorded next month.
We leave with the same old cry, " Roll on demob."
" Demob. Happy."

" C " COMPANY

Athletics
The Company was well represented in the Battalion
Athletics team for this year's all too short season. 2/Lt.
Schooling, Cpl. Scutt, with Ptes. Battell, Newman, Riley
and White, all put in a good deal of hard training for it
and acquitted themselves well at the District Champion
ships.
New Arrivals
Before leaving Shorncliffe for Wales we were glad to
welcome six new members to the Company—who came to
us from the latest draft. With these in hand we should just
about be able to keep afloat on a two platoon organisation.
Rhyl
Any hopes that a change of air would bring an
improvement in the weather have been rudely shattered by
our first week at Kinmel Park, where it has rained every
day with monotonous regularity.
All rehearsals for our demonstration have been very
wet ones indeed, and the patrol team get very weary cf
having their carefully applied " makeup " washed off in a
matter of minutes. However, by now we have completed
our performances for the first camp and all have gone well.
A Sunday outing over the Adventure Training Course
gave us all a good legstretch in the mountains; the scenery
would have been splendid if we could have seen it, but it
seems almost unnecessary to add that it poured in buckets
all through the day!
The attractions of Rhyl are many and varied. Suffi
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cient at this stage to say that they claim the Company's
entire pay packet almost within hours of pay parade,
despite a fourmile approach march to the objective!
8 Platoon
Firstly we must congratulate L/Cpl. Maynard and
Newman on entering the ranks of the stripe which had
become rather thin owing to the fact that we lost Cpl.
Stein and L/Cpl. Hutton during June. With these two
went Pte. Tom Wickens, and we wish them all the best of
luck in Civvy Street. We welcome to the Platoon Ptes.
Grey, Bird, Williams and Tippett, and feel almost em
barrassed by the largest increase in strength within the
memory of the writer.
The Platoon Commander, Cpl. Scutt, L/Cpl. Newman
and Pte. "Chalkie" White have all lost weight training
for athletics, but we can report that they are now all
smoking heavily again. From athletics to the Platoon
demonstrations at Kinmel Park, and we are glad to say
that the effect of athletics training are very visible in the
Section attacks regularly conducted by Cpl. Scutt.
A further report on the pleasures of Rhyl will follow
next month—this being no time for letter writing.
7 Platoon
We offer congratulations to " Sparrow," " Lofty " and
"Smudger" for playing such a leading part in the Battalion
athletics team. We gather that " Sparrow " hopped through
the hurdles and "Lofty" nearly threw himself 100 feet.
"Smudger" left his feet behind, he went so fast.
We would like to congratulate the " Guv," who is
now seen slowly walking through the lines proudly wear
ing both pips on one shoulder. We gather he had some
difficulties and problems on the train journey up to Wales,
and spent hours going round the Tube looking for the
other 90odd, since all the N.C.O.s had been mistakenly
piled up with the baggage.
We gather that certain others, like our Tom, came to
Wales via Newcastle. But everyone made it in time.
Now and then, higher authority finds something un
pleasant for us. Just before the cadets arrived for the first
camp we all had to cover the Adventure Training Course
over the hills—on a Sunday!
It has now been established that Lofty " found his
way to the wrong lake, and calmly declared that the reason
the truck was invisible was because of the heavy curtain
of rain.
Social Column
We hear that " Banger " is singing the Wedding March
—let's hope that one and one makes more than two.
"Smudger" is also heading for the stakes, and we feel
that his athletics career is now in some jeopardy. Len
Tullet is at Aber Holiday Camp at present. All he does
is ask " Who's cutting the firewood? " He must be exert
ing the authority of his new tape. "Pawney" Rivers is
the one on the receiving end, swinging the chopper.
" Bomber" Staples was last seen in the nearby girls'
college, asking " Can we have our bombs back? "
The Monsooners.

" D " COMPANY

As is his wont, your correspondent, on putting quill
to parchment, commences with what avid readers of these
notes will have previously noticed is the traditional open

ing paragraph which welcomes either a new Company or
Platoon Commander to the Company. In this case the
welcome is particularly warmly extended to Lt. Hiscock,
who has rejoined the Battalion after a threeyear degree
course at the Royal Military College of Science at Shriven
ham. His welldeserved reward for this aweinspiring
effort is the command of 10 Platoon.
We are also pleased to welcome back to the fold
2/Lt. Barnes, who had temporarily deserted us for H.Q.
Coy.; he has returned to take over command of 11 platoon.
2/Lts. Martindale and Gillingham, together with Sgts.
Shields and Leiper, have all gone up to Rhyl to help the
Detachment up there training cadets, whose activities are
doubtless recorded in the Battalion notes.
Since our return from Eastbourne on the 27th June,
1960, the main activity of note to report is, of course,
10 Pl.'s journey to, stay at, and return from somewhere
in the Bog (Ulster variety). This is reported in main detail
in the Platoon notes below.
Amongst the promotions this month are the names of
Cpls. Wallace, Yeates, Dowe, all of whom have received
wellearned second stripes, whilst L/Cpls. Rumbold and
Levins have started up the long and slippery slope that
leads to the FieldMarshal's baton. Our best congratula
tions to them all.
The Signals Officer has been running an 88 Wireless
Set Course for the Company, lasting a week, and the
batman, plus the Company H.Q. Clerks and two other
" volunteers" have been hard at it, in this rather un
familiar role.
Some twentyfive of the remainder of the Company
are on a fulltime course designed to help them pass the
Army Third Class Certificate of Education. We hope next
month that we may be able to report a large number of
passes in this examination.
The Company has received a welcome reinforcement
of 10 men from the now defunct " B " Coy, besides in
heriting Pte. Lort, who is taking over the clerking side of
the office from Pte. Weston, who is leaving us for the
M.T., where he can employ his talents as a welder and
tractor driver to more avail than was the case in the
Company Office.
Training this month, in the generally understood
meaning of the term, has been limited to practising platoon
battle drills, weapon training, and two days out at Beach
borough and Swingfield practising platoon tactics. We
also fired off on two days, a mixed bunch of casuals from
the Battalion, who had not yet fired their Annual Range
Classification Course for this year. We were stymied on
the first day, by a large ship which broke itself down
behind the stop butts, and refused , all our invitations and
persuasion to move itself; and on the second day a winkle
boat managed to hold us up for some 40 minutes. How
ever, we eventually finished what we set out to do. Mean
time we continue with our fatigues, so until next month
we bid our readers Adieu.
From our special correspondent on the automatic
spudbashing machine.
10 Platoon
The Platoon arrived in Northern Ireland on the 29th,
after a very pleasant boat journey. The purpose of the
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visit was to help administer the R.M.A. Sandhurst Summer
Camp.
This required us to become mess waiters, barmen,
dining room orderlies and other jobs out of the usual for
a rifle platoon. An illuminating, if not particularly enjoy
able, time was spent by all.
We did manage to act as a rifle platoon once by
becoming enemy, for which purpose we were given a truly
" RollsRoyce " allotment of bulletted blank. Most satisfy
ing ! The seamen's strike threatened to detain us in
Ireland, but we managed to hitch a lift on an R.A.F.
Britannia to Lyneham, and then travelled back in style.
Since returning we have been occupied in Third Class
Education, butt duties, platoon exercises, and the inevitable
fatigues.
Mr. Martindale has now gone to Rhyl to help run a
cadet camp, and the Platoon is now commanded by Mr.
Hiscock.
Other new arrivals include Burston, from H.Q. Coy.,
and Ptes. Kisbie, Fisher, Frost, Hamilton and Kirby, from
the draft, and L/Cpls. Humni and Levins, from 11 PI.
We welcome them all to the Platoon, and hope they all
enjoy a good stay.
Outgoings are L/Cpls. Rumbold,
Chesterman and Parslow to 11 PI.; we wish them the best
of luck in their new jobs.
Congratulations to L/Cpl. Levins and Cpl. Wallace
on their promotion.

SUPPORT COMPANY
Coy. H.Q.
First we wish to welcome our new Officer Command
ing in the person of Capt. C. T. F. West, who has come
to us from the 1st Bn. The Buffs, and we wish him every
success in his new appointment.
For the past month, Company H.Q. has been on the
move between the office and Hythe ranges, where the
Company has classified on the rifle and the light machine
gun. The majority of the Company have now earned
their marksmen badges.
We congratulate L/Cpl. Cordrey and L/Cpl. .Saunders
on their promotion, and notice that since the former
became number one clerk the " bumff" is issuing from
the office in an everincreasing rate and all the pending
trays are now empty. Our congratulations also to W.O.I1
RossGower on his promotion and his appointment to
Bn. Cadre W.O. The appointment of C.Q.M.S. has been
filled by C/Sgt. Brown, who is proving to be very much
the " new broom "; we hope he will enjoy his stay with
us and wish him more power to his elbow.
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travel to Norfolk, to be reminded of an infantryman's
duties at Stanford Practical Training Area.
3 in. Mortar Platoon
July has been a somewhat erratic month, with the
accent at first on completion of annual classification and
B.E. tests, and more lately on the move of the company
to the militia huts. For the most part the platoon has
been in the hands of Cpl. Phillips and Cpl. Ongley, as Mr.
Smith has lately been racking his brain on the halfyearly
Audit Board, while Sgt. Laming and Cpl. Morton have
been continuing their recruiting drive with the Home
Counties Brigade Stand at various events all over South
East England. Also becoming accustomed to recruiting arc
Ptes. Moorcroft and Clark, who have recently had a very
varied week, which included two days on the Regimental
Stand at the Kent County Show at Maidstone, one day
at The Buffs " At Home," and finally an appearance at
the 22nd and last Regimental Reunion at the Depot — the
latter day being graced both by our ColonelinChief and
the first fine weather for weeks.
Overall results from the annual classification have been
good and several members of the platoon have achieved
"marksmen" standard on either the S.L.R. or L.M.G.,
while some have even become marksmen on both weapons.
Section training has also been carried out but inevitably
it has not been very extensive as so many N.C.O.s and
men have been away at odd times. In the sporting field
there has been some success, as in partnership with the
A/TK platoon we have seen off the combined M.M.G./
Assault Pioneer team twice out of three games at cricket.
Finally, we welcome six new members to the platoon
from a recent draft, Ptes. Blower, Field, Carley, Lawrence,
Woollvan, Riodan, and offer congratulations to two of"
our N.C.O.s, L.Cpl. Steadman on his promotion and L.Cpl.
Haddon on his impending marriage.
M.M.G. Platoon
The first important event in the last six weeks was
the Eastbourne Tattoo, when several members of the
platoon were turned into riflemen while others grappled
with the problems of firing blanks from a Vickers off the
back of a moving Champ. Casualties were surprisingly
few after a week of nightly performances, and we returned
in good spirits and with a healthy tan.
The demonstration was such a success that we were
invited to do it again at the Folkestone Police Tattoo the
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Pte. Atkinson has been put into the Company Stores
to replace Pte. Roake, who has transferred to the M.T.
Section of HQ. Company, and its a brave man who will face
the dangers of crossing the Barracks Square now that Pte.
Roake is proving how well he can drive.
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We are all looking forward to a " wellearned " rest
at the end of July, when the Company goes on block leave.
We shall, no doubt, return full of the joys of life and
looking forward to uprooting ourselves once again to
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following week. The arena was even smaller than that
at Eastbourne and when the smoke cleared and the audience
recovered, it could be seen that they had enjoyed it.
A little training occupied us for the next few weeks.
A small team went to the Depot for a week of static
recruiting displays at various shows. They came back
with mud on their boots talking earnestly about pig food
and rotary muck spreaders.
Lately we have been busy moving into comparatively
palatial new quarters, but the main topic of conversation
has been the annual leave.
We are sorry to say goodbye next month to Ptes. Bill
Taylor and Bernie Iveson, two of the oldest members of the
platoon, and we all wish them luck in civvy street.
Em Em Gees.
AntiTank Platoon

Combined with the two telephones the resultant noise is
like a bus conductors' convention.
We have already found a replacement for Cpl. Doug
Wright in the Company Office staff in the person of Pte.
Terry Barton, who swifty departed on leave when he realised
what the job entailed.
L.Cpl. Bill Watt is finding it rather a strain to live
with the inmates of room seven and is thinking of moving
to more tranquil surroundings. The final straw was when
his bed was given a liberal sprinkling of a very strong
after shave lotion by an unknown person. Never mind
Bill, you will survive.
Life must be very hard in the Company Arms store
as not only does Sid Barham have a job to get out of
bed in the mornings, he even fell asleep standing up the
other day. Don't give up Sid, as demob is just around
the corner.

We put pen to paper in a sorrowful mood to say
" Good Luck," and au revoir to Sgt. Gates, who is leaving
us to train Boy soldiers in a far distant country amongst
the northern tribes.
We welcome back in his place an old member of the
platoon, namely Sgt. Vale.
Still in a sorrowful mood we say au revoir (we hope)
to Cpl. Terry " Gunwrecker" Eason and "pole vault"
Barton — all the best, lads !
On a happier note we took a rather noisy part in the
platoon attack demonstration at Eastbourne, which we
thoroughly enjoyed, in spite of a grateful council's attempt
to poison us with free beer.
On a still happier note we are all looking forward
to a block leave which we are assured is well deserved.
After leave we visit again the Stanford training area,
which is the best antitank training ground we have yet
excavated. We have also found this is an ideal area to
learn how to live off the country.
Before we close, a quick inventory on the new nick
names within the platoon enabling our avid readers to
understand our future correspondence.
"Lightning" Philps, "Mooey" Facey, "Buster"
Showell, " Grinner " Wells.
That's all this month from
" The Bats."

Signals Platoon
The Signals Platoon has had a very busy month. We
have moved our office and stores into Block 55, previously
occupied by the Signals of 20th Field Regt. Although it
has been found necessary to leave our Bittery Shop in its
original block, the moves mentioned mean that the majority
of Signals work is concentrated in one place and not, as
before, spread all over camp.
On Thursday, 7th July, the Platoon participated in an
Officers' Day exercise called Double Rum. This proved to
be of great value in that it showed Charlie Company
operators that they could not get through if they did not
connect their aerial, and it enabled officers and signallers to
practice their voice procedure.
Since the Battalion has been on garrison duties the
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With many of the Company on leave and even more
in North Wales, one would expect the pace of life to slow
down considerab'y, but for many of us (especially the
Company Office) this is far from the truth, as we are
finding out.
At the end of this month our nonsmoking C.S.M.,
for better or worse, is going to take a spell of leave. Whilst
he is away CSgt. Gooch will be in the chair and will
take over the responsibility of running the Company.
During the last few days the C.S.M. has been trying to
catch up with those elusive ones who up until now have
avoided going on the range or doing their battle P.E. tests.
Some of them thought they would get away with it by
going on leave, but this is not the case, as on their return
they find themselves detailed for the tests.
Maj. Scull has contrived an ingenious method of
summoning the member of the Company Office he requires
by pressing a button which rings a bell in the office, one
ring for the chief clerk, two rings for the C.S.M., etc.
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Platoon has supplied people for various duties outside the
Battalion. The first of these duties that came our way was
quite a pleasant one. that of marshalling and generally help
ing out at the Sussex County Agricultural Show at Horsham.
Sgt. Tidy, since returning from Bisley, where he was a
member of the Battalion Shooting Team, has gone to Rhyl
on cadet training. With him have gone twelve members of
the Platoon to act as provost staff and storemen. This
should turn out to be quite a pleasant duty, as Rhyl is a
wellknown holiday resort. During the last month the
Platoon N.C.O.s have undertaken several training duties,
foremost amongst these being the training of "A" Coy.
operators and the Intelligence Section. Another duty per
formed by one of our N.C.O.s, Cpl. Wallace, was to spend
a fortnight with the 4/51h Bn. at St. Martins Plain Camp,
helping them to brush up their signalling.
During July three people successfully completed their
service with the Platoon, and the Army, and are now back
in civvy street. They are Fermor, Thatcher and Budd.
Helping the Battalion to gain third place at the Home
Counties District Sports, at Chatham on July 6th, were three
members of the Platoon. They were L/Cpl. Baker, Ptes.
Young and Pincott, with Cpl. Judd travelling as a reserve.
Now that the Platoon has returned from a state of leave
it is intended to get down to some serious signal training in
preparation for the Battalion exercises at Stanford in
September.
Band
Since our last notes appeared in " The Buster," the
Band have been busily moving from County to County
performing at the many varied functions on our June pro
gramme. This we started off with a very enjoyable week
on The Leas, Folkestone, although the weather did confine
us to the Leas Cliff Hall instead of playing on the Bandstand
as planned. Our next move was to Eastbourne, where we
combined our numbers with the Bands of The Queen's
Surreys and The Buffs to take part in a Massed Bands,
along with many other items, in the Eastbourne Military
Display. We ended our week at Eastbourne by once again
joining forces with our sister Regiment, The Buffs, to lead
the very colourful Eastbourne Carnival. On the 29th June
the Folkestone Police held their annual Sports Day and
Tattoo, in which we did our Massed Bands Display for them
again, accompanied by The Buffs. Our last engagement
over the County border brings us into this month's pro
gramme, when we went to Hastings to lead the Carnival.
Blowing proved very difficult when marching along the
sea front because of very high winds, and at times it seemed
that our Bass Drummer would be turned into a gay leopard
skin clad top.
Now, on a rather sadder note, we bid farewell to
L/Cpl. Louis Holmes, who leaves us to try his hand at civvy
life, and we wish him the very best for the future.
Our congratulations go to Taffy Lewis on his recent
promotion to L/Cpl., and we hope that the extra pay will
be ample for his bachelor night before his wedding in a few
weeks time.
When next we write our notes, no doubt we will have
something to write about the old members of the Band and
Regiment we meet on the forthcoming Reunion. So until
then take coda.
IV, V, 1.
FAGGOTf

WIVES'

GROUP

The Club's Social Evening was held on 5th July in the
Sgt.'s Mess and those present were:—
Mrs. Mace, Mrs. Patterson, Mrs. Heyfron, Mrs. Clark,
Mrs. Hoggart, Mrs. Simpson, Mrs. Palmer, Mrs. Gwilliam,
Mrs. Watkins, Mrs. Parker, Mrs. Thompson, Mrs. Cham
berlain, Mrs. Brown, Mrs. Vine, Mrs. Gordon, Mrs. Scull,
Mrs. West, Mrs. Leigh, Mrs. Cleaver, Mrs. Goodwin,
Mrs. Osborne, Mrs. Hind, Mrs. Elgood, Mrs. Winstanley,
Mrs. Blum, Mrs. Marshall, Mrs. Woodman, Mrs. Tidy,
Mrs. Spalding.
During the evening we had an interesting talk and
demonstration on Makeup and Skin Care by a Beauty
Counsellor Representative. Mrs. Chamberlain was chosen
as the guinea pig for this and appeared to enjoy her
experience. She certainly finished up looking very beauti
ful ! She also won the raffle which was held during the
Buffet Supper interval. This was a bottle of port kindly
donated by Mrs. Simpson.
This meeting was the last before the Block Leave period
in August. The next one will be held at the beginning of
September.
The Wives' Club also ran a Bring and Buy Sale in the
Battalion Gymnasium on Thursday, 7th July, in aid of
funds for the Bn. Children's Christmas Party. Members of
the Committee, with Mrs. Hind as an additional helper, ran
the various stalls. We were most grateful to S.Q.M.S.
Thompson and Sgt. Lockyear for very kindly making and
donating two lovely cakes to be raffled; and to Mrs.
Marshall, who gave a beautiful doll for another raffle. The
Sale made a total of £21 14s. Od., which, considering the
rather poor attendance of wives during the afternoon, was
more than we expected.
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AST month's news was a bit late, on pur
pose, so that we could include" news of
Annual Camp. Having done so, there is
little left to say about the month of June.'
This H.Q. has recovered with practised ease
after its return from Dibgate and was able
to deal, without any serious effect on its
blood pressure, with the large pile of Army Forms O 1771
and applications for leave which inevitably fall at this time,
as the poet has it, thick as autumn's leaves in Vallowbrosa.
Changes
Regimental Sergeant Majors.—We welcome and con
gratulate on his promotion R.S.M. Leach, who has arrived
to take over from R.S.M. Hills. At the same time we wish
every good fortune to the latter in his new life on retire
ment after 27 years in the Regiment.
P.S.I.s.—Similarly we welcome Sgt. Chitticks, who has
relieved Sgt. Kelly at " D " Coy. Sgt. Kelly is now back with
the 1st Battalion, and we believe it is in order to congratu
late him on his promotion to Acting Colour Sergeant. Sgt.
Chittocks is, in fact, keeping the place warm for Sgt.
Everett who is returning (it would not be stretching the
term very far to say home), and will relieve Sgt. Johnson
at St Mary Cray.
Training Majors.—Major C. F. Willis, M.B.E., T.D.,
has arrived to take over from Major Brock. It is stating
the obvious to say that he is no stranger to the T.A. and
accordingly needs little instruction in how to cope with its
problems.

NEWS FROM COMPANIES
"A" COMPANY
The month of June was one of considerable activity,
including camp training at Dibgate, Folkestone, where some
officers and men attended for two weeks intensive P.T. and
general company duties in the field.
The P.T. was full of honest endeavour for at least two
mornings, but after that some of the older members in
the company " set their own pace." However, I think
everyone felt better for it at the end of camp.
The highlight of camp was of course the visit of H.R.H.
The Duchess of Kent, in which several members of the
Company, Ptes. Brooks, Webb, Small and Shilling, L/Cpl.
Hills, C/Sgt. Cavanagh, Capt. Watson had the privilege of
being in the Guard of Honour. Everyone was represented
in . the training which our ColonelinChief saw. Major
CalyerJones was running the Rifle Company training, but
unfortunately having mown a piece of grass for his activi
ties, someone decided that it was in the wrong place and
so the Duchess was confronted with three feet tall grass,
out of which emerged the smiling face and white teeth of
Pte. Barrow.
The Duchess then paid visits to the Sergeants' and
Officers' Messes where she had tea and spoke to wives,
making everyone feel completely at home by her wonderful
homely smile and conversation.
The Company had a particularly hard grind on the
Brigade Exercise, marching some fourteen miles and fighting

six battles on the way, the fortunate ones including Driver
3rd Class, Mr. Taylor, who was driving the company
champ, or should I say that he was sitting behind the steer
ing wheel, and giving the Company Commander his views
on how the battle should be fought, having been the enemy
for the. Buffs the previous week.
Mr. Smith was chosen as A.D.C. to H.R.H. and we
congratulate him on being picked for this particular opera
tion, which he carried out in immaculate fashion.
We were all very sorry to dine out Major Brock and
Walter Greenfield, our Padre. Our loss will be someone
else's gain, and we all wish them good luck in their new
jobs, with a feeling that we have not seen the last of them
for some time yet.
We must also congratulate Cpl. Mansfield on his pro
motion to Sergeant, and L/Cpls.. Hills and Southwick to
Corporal; Ptes. May, Brooks, Shilling and Small to Lance
Corporal. All we would ask now is for these gallant N.C.O.s
to spread the gospel and bring in some volunteers so that
they will have some men to command.
Talking of volunteers, why not set ourselves a target
of 20 volunteers by the end of the year? It's not so many,
really, just one each, with a surprise Christmas present to
the volunteer who brings in the most new members? Let
this be a challenge to all and may December see us the
strongest Company in the Battalion.
" B " COMPANY
On Saturday, the 4th June, in brilliant sunshine, and
with thoughts of the beach at Folkestone, the Company
departed for Dibgate by cars, motorcycles, and a few by
train. For a large proportion of the Company this was their
first camp, and with the warning from the Company Com
mander regarding haircuts, tight trousers, this was indeed
a new experience. On arrival we found to our relief the
sun was still shining, and that the tents and facilities were
better than expected. The first week was devoted princi
pally to section and platoon training under Company
arrangements. Most mornings found us doing P.T. under
W.O.II Delacour, and learning just how unfit we were.
These proved most amusing and constructive periods, as
the officers, with a fit of conscience, turned out on most
mornings.
The highlight of camp was the visit of our Colonel
inChief on the first Friday. Despite the promising open
ing to camp, the weather had let us down, but on this most
important day, we were fortunate enough to have dry
weather and some sunshine. The Company was well
represented on the Guard of Honour by Sgt. Webster, Cpl.
Hawkes, L/Cpls. Burkin and Weir and Pte. Clifton. The
remainder were manning the first aid stand at which H.R.H.
spent some time, and spoke to several members of the
Company.
The middle Sunday was families day, and we were
glad to see so many visitors, including Mr. and Mrs.
Nicholls and Pte. Beeson. Unfortunately the weather was
not kind and the cricket match (in which Capt. Clemence
would have starred) had to be abandoned, and even the
most hardy types were unable to don their swimming
apparel. We are sorry that our visitors were delayed on the
return journey by a puncture which slowed down the Com
pany's double deck bus.
Having spent the first week brushing up our knowledge
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of field tactics, the second week opened with a field firing
exercise at Lydd. As this was carried out on shingle the
earlier P.T. stood us in good stead, as Pte. Vallins will agree.
By now the Company was somewhat depleted owing to the
departure of L/Cpl. Weir, Ptes. Reid and Smith, who were
only able to spend a week with us; Mr. Gregory was sent
home suffering from shingles (at least, that's his story),
whilst Sgt. Pettitt and L/Cpl. Ramm were confined to their
beds.
Bn. Exercise.—Having marched the last five miles to
Pippingford Park in fine style we had a couple of hours
before the exercise proper started to nurse our weary feet,
have lunch and camouflage our area. After lunch we took
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Pte. Shaw B. did well on the wireless and was indebted to
the Brigade umpire for picking up his aerial at a particu
larly hectic stage. Due to the shortage of N.C.O.s already
referred to, Pte. Grigg became section commander for the
exercise and successfully wielded a rod of iron.
We are pleased to record that Ptes. Sutherland and
Smith passed their motorcycle test and Grigg was con
sidered proficient in a lorry. These performances are note
worthy since there was little time at camp for practice and
tests were taken on the last day.
Camp was broken with little fuss and, despite weather,
can be counted very successful. We are sorry that some
members of the Company could not attend, but we ought

4th Battalion marching past
to the water and learned how to effect a silent river cross
ing. The afternoon was most successful, and although we
spurned the use of life jackets no one fell in, not even the
Padre, who most efficiently coxed us. That night we put
our lessons to good effect, and although the night patrolling
was too quiet for our liking we all enjoyed the climax of
ambushing Mr. Parslow's champ, much to his assumed
disgust.
Bde. Exercise.—This scheme was organised for the Bn.
by Brigade, and despite learning the hard way in the open
ing stages the Company (as a platoon) became a well knit
unit team. Ptes. Bell and Vallins performed creditably
and with their L.M.G.s, the latter making a lot of noise in
the final (night) attack by firing 65 rounds from the hip.

to be much stronger next year as we found recruits lining
up when we returned to the Drill Hall.
" C " COMPANY
Since our return from camp serious evening training
has been limited to Tuesday evenings. R.T. voice procedure
practice and Map Reading has occupied these evenings.
Capt. Stacey has been appointed referee in Sgt. Rump's
campaign for more accurate Map Reading. One day Sgt.
Rump will be allowed to choose the Company Commander's
and C.S.M.'s back bearings—and honour may have then
been satisfied!
Sunday, 3rd July, saw most of the Company taking
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part at short notice in an exercise run by Sevenoaks Sub
Area C.D. H.Q. by providing two Rescue Sections. We
were given the most arduous and interesting of the incidents
to deal with in some empty houses on Tub's Hill and the
two sections, under Sgt. Bateman and Cpl. Chapman,
acquitted themselves well. At least one C.D. officer should
remember to wear a steel helmet when working under
neath our Company—he looked like a ghost for the rest
of the day! Local personalities saw our fellows operating
and it was well worth the effort.
Saturday, 16th July, saw some of the Company, aided
by a strong contingent from Sp. Company, showing a dis
play of weapons at Ightham Village Fete. The weather
was good and the effort in the arena—an ambush and sub
sequent section attack, helped by bulleted blank, blank and
smoke grenades and supported by Sgt. Shapland and his
bangs—was noted a success. Two of our N.C.O.s had been
enticed to Brighton for the day, but Craftsman Corke,
R.E.M.E., late of " C " Company, helped out, being No. 2
on the Bren. We were very pleased to see him.
We now await the autumn and winter training direc
tive—with bated breath.
" D " COMPANY
No thanks to the seat reservation department of
British Railways who filled our carriage with a selection
of the largest Maids of Kent seen for some years, the Com
pany arrived at camp without the loss of a man. The C.S.M.
and the Colour Sergeant greeted the Company looking short
of sleep but replete with tea/ Saturday was spent sunbath
ing and generally making other preparations for the fort
night. On Monday work began in earnest with P.T. imme
diately after breakfast (Company Commanders and those
over 35 excused). Field Section training followed and,
apart from the invasion of a horde of khaki clad tenyear
olds, who made a spirited attempt to wipe out a Section,
this was a great success as we succeeded in hiding ourselves
so successfully that neither the Colonel nor the Brigadier
could find us. We became more advanced on Tuesday and
platoon tactics became almost mechanical—this is hot in
tended to imply that we never walked, because we did.
Wednesday was spent by most of the Company acting as
enemy to 4 Buffs and everyone was soaked. The Company
Commander and Lieut. Finnis said they spent the after
noon polishing their boots, but it is strongly suspected that
Egyptian P.T. was their chief activity. On Thursday we
joined forces with " B" Coy. and a spirited attack was
put in .on a pill box that would i£ the iidrmal course have
been a battalion objective, but " D" Coy. won through.'
Friday was spent watching the 1st Bn. parade which was
greatly appreciated by our recruits, and in receiving our
ColonelinChief with strong " D" Coy. representation.
Saturday was spent building an ark in anticipation of a
second flood.
For the second week of camp, we started training on
a larger scale, and on Monday we went field firing at Lydd
where C.S.M. Buck had the unenviable distinction of be
coming our first genuinely wounded soldier whilst clearing
a recalcitrant Sten which somehow succeeded in firing
sideways at the crucial moment.
Tuesday we did our five mile bash on the way to Pip
pingford Park for the battalion exercise, where we learnt
all about the gentle art of "mucking about in boats."
We were getting a little thin on the ground by this time,

with guards and excused duties, so we made up a com
posite Platoon with Sp. Coy.
On crossing the river in the night, "D" Coy.'s section
valiantly struck off into the night to the accompaniment of
excursions and alarums to clear the enemy from the bank
and that was the last we saw of them until just before the
exercise ended. However, we all enjoyed ourselves.
After an afternoon's recuperation, we assembled at the
Star Inn on Wednesday evening for our Company Party,
where we said our formal farewells to Sgt. Kelly and wel
comed Sgt. Chitticks, our new P.S.I. We hope it will not
be too long before he is thoroughly at home with all the
rather peculiar mysteries of the T.A. Company Office
Our last visit to the training areas was for Brigade
Exercise on Thursday which started inauspiciously when
L./Cpl. Ribbens attempted to parachute out of the truck
and became an alarmingly realissue casualty. It continued
unhappily when General Lathbury arrived to visit us at
the precise moment when half the platoon were being re
moved by the umpires as dead and the remaining half
dozen or so were proposing to assault a position of 20
Buffs with a machine gun. However, everything finished
well, as late in the evening we were fortunate enough to
be in the successful ambush that captured the King of the
Cannibal Islands. And that, for 1960, was about that, as
most of the rest of the time was spent packing up and
preparing for the move home from Dibgate and getting
down to thinking about training next year.
H.Q. COMPANY
The basic function of HQ. Company in an infantry
Battalion is to provide the Battalion with certain services
essential to its efficient operation as a mobile fighting unit.
The extent to which we are able to forsee and fulfil the
needs of the Battalion for our services is therefore a
measure of our efficiency as a Company. In camp this
year we did our best, and those who were able to come to
camp deserve high praise for the willingness with which
they worked to make up for our lack of numbers. Our best,
however, was only half as good as it could have been if
we'd had the whole company there. Let's see if we
can't get a 90% turnout next year.
Camp this year was a useful one. Our new signallers
gained a lot "from their instruction by Cpl. Wallace of the
1st Battalion (to whom we are most grateful) and it was
very noticeable how much more confident they were in
the use of their sets by the end of the fortnight. It was a
pity that Sgt. Sales couldn't stay for the second week, but
perhaps noone told'him about the impending party . . .
The I. Section too have improved rapidly in their
ability "to collate and sift information and to maintain an
uptotheminute battle map based on wireless messages.
On the Q side Ptes. Powling and Rose are to be congratu
lated for their very good work in the cookhouse both in
Camp and in the field, and Cpl. Towner for his unswerving
devotion to his unenviable, though very essential, duties.
The M.T. as usual excelled themselves. It was interest
ing to note the different interpretations put by various
drivers on the order "Camouflage Up". On "Exercise
Water Bleep" the standard of camouflage and conceal
ment was high but some of the creations on "Exercise
 Home Base" had to be seen to be believed. The Fantasians
must surely have believed they were being hounded by
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creatures 'of the eternal deep—Neptune, trident, white
horses and all. (To say nothing of that infernal Bobby
Bandwaggon with its daylong nonstop performance of
"Galanthia").
Between the two Battalion exercises we managed to
squeeze in a Company party at the Fleur de Lys, Sand
gate. The Social Committee did a good job in making all
the arrangements for this gathering and we owe a vote of
thanks to C.S.M. Passey for his untiring efforts as M.C.
which made the evening so successful. In what can only
be called brilliant anticipation of his Bandwaggon perfor
mances the next day, Major Bobby was presented with an
exguitar gaily sporting the Regimental Colour scheme
and inscribed with the signatures of HQ. Company and
those decadent hangerson, Battalion HQ.
By camp next year we have been set the target of
doubling our numbers which means each member of the
Company must recruit one new member in the next 10
months. The platoon which really needs boosting more
than any other is the Signals. Over the past year we have
built a nucleus of signallers who are now trained operators
on the 31 and 62 sets, but their number can still be
counted on the fingers of one hand and the Signal Platoon
is therefore not yet able to man a full scale Battalion net.
There is great satisfaction in operating on a full and well
disciplined wireless net, so let us try to give ourselves that
pleasure next year by building up our strength with more
men cf the same calibre as those we already have in HQ.
Company.

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR EMPLOYMENT
OF REGULAR SAILORS, SOLDIERS
AND AIRMEN
CALLING ALL REGULAR SOLDIERS
Do you know that there is a Branch of this organisa
tion operating in the locality of your home?
It is only waiting for a personal call from you, or a
ring on the telephone or a post card, to get busy with your
employment problem.
If you have forgotten, lost or have never been told the
address of your Area Jobfinder, apply at any Post Office,
or to your own Regimental Association. They'll be able
to give it to you.
Regular Forces' Employment Association,
62, Victoria Street, S.W.I.

FOREMOST FOR FORD

AYNES
MAIDSTONE

BROTHERS LTD

ASHFORD ROAD — TEL. 2239 (5 lines)

KENT'S FIRST

MAIN DEALERS
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HE big event of the month has been the final annual
reunion of the Past and Present Association, at the
Depot on 17th July. Much has already been written about
it by other contributors so a chronological account of the
day's proceedings is unnecessary. Suffice it to say that the
day was a great success, owing largely to four important
factors; the sun came out and stayed out all day, the
Duchess charmed us all with her gracious and easy manner,
the spirit of the old comrades matched the warmth of the
sun, and finally the hard and cheerful way in which R.S.M.
Collman and all members of the depot worked.
On July 5th two masters and 35 senior boys, from
Penge Secondary School, spent the day with us. They
watched training, fired on the .22 range, partook of the
cookhouse fare, and took part in a recruiting brains trust
presided over by the C.O.
An intake of 66 men of Sussex started their training
on July 7th. Much to the frustration of Lt.Colonel Newton
and Lt. Mark Tarver they will not be going direct to 1. R.
Sussex, but will remain in a Brigade pool before being
alloted to a regiment. Mr. Tarver is gallantly holding his
own in the vicious recruiting struggle, Queen's Own v.
Royal Sussex!
On July 27th the Colonel of the Regiment took the
salute at a passing out parade of El Alamein, N.W. Europe
and P.T. Display team, platoons. Unfortunately a thunder
storm curtailed the afternoon's entertainment, but not
before S.S.I. Baker and the P.T. display team had given
their final performance. Congratulations are due to these
24 recruits who under the guiding hand of Mr. Sluce and
Staff Baker have delighted crowds throughout the summer
at many fetes in Kent.
The regimental tent at the Maidstone Cricket Week will
be remembered more from the social point of view than
from the cricket spectacle witnessed, or the miserable
weather. Even a sparkling innings of 85 by Cowdrey against
Gloucestershire failed to produce any noticeable change of
outlook on the noble game in our Commanding Officer!
We were glad to be able to offer some training assist
ance to a party of boys from Harrow School C.C.F. who
were camping in Mereworth woods during the week of
25th to 30th July.
We were glad to see 2/Lt. Chris Pearson who paid us
a visit on 29th July. He is on leave having just passed out
of Sandhurst and we welcome him to the regiment.
Congratulations to L/Cpl. Macaire on passing W.O.S.B.
at the second attempt—to L/Cpls. Piper and Long on their
promotion to Corporal—to Sgt. Bryan and Cpl. Green on
attaining excellent results on their respective courses, Drill
and M.T.
We are delighted to welcome to the regiment the fol
lowing soldiers as regulars: Ptes. Thomas, Hadlow, Staples,
Manktelow, Pegg, Wood, Tinkler, Howells, Wilkins, Lam
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boll. Duly, Bunn, Batten, and finally L/Cpl. Skinner, who
served with the 1st Bn. in Luneberg.
The Depot cricket team go from strength to strength
although several games in July were ruined by rain. They
have won all their games except two, one of which, against
Saracens C.C., ended in a tie on the last ball of the day.
We congratulate Lt. Hamlyn Whitty on his second game
for the Army against Club Cricket Conference at Aldershot
on July 6th7th.

T

TRAINING COMPANY

HE main event of course this month was the last Annual
Reunion to be held before the Depot closes, due to
the fact that amalgamation will occur next year. At first
it looked as if the parade would have to be cancelled owing
to rain, but this did not prevent very large contingents of
A GROUP OF NEWLY JOINED REGULAR SOLDIERS OF THE Q

try their luck and win a bottle of whisky. The main attrac
tion, however, was the departure of H.R.H. The Duchess of
Kent by helicopter from the square. Vast numbers of
spectators witnessing the departure suddenly had to hold on
to their hats as the machine rose from the square.
The day was brought to a close by the beating of retreat
by the massed bands of the 1st Bn. The Queen's Own and
1st Bn. The Buffs.
The 7th July marked the beginning of Army life for 70
unsuspecting recruits from " civvy street " and another 90
will be descending upon us on 4th August. The latter intake
being 3rd East Anglian Brigade, as one N.C.O. has remarked
" a collection of ' swedes
The Passing Out Parade of El Alamein and North West
Europe platoons was held on 27th July, the Inspecting
Officer being the Colonel of the Regiment. The weather
started fine but gradually deteriorated, and the main event,

rs

OWN WHO HAVE RECENTLY 'SIGNED ON' AT THE DEPOT

1st row (seated) Pte. Duly, L./Cpl. Liddh>, Sgt Silverside, Sgt. Willis, Cpl. Burden, Pte. Pearson, Pte Kamen.
2nd row Ptes. Buckwell, Downer, Cook, Pepper, Bunn, Piper, Stedman, Draper.
3rd row Ptes. Matthews, Batten, Lam boll, Treadwell, Spice.
both the Depot and 4/5th Bn. from making it a successful
parade. We were graced by the presence of H.R.H. The
Duchess of Kent, ColonelinChief of the Regiment, and
MajorGeneral D. E. B. Talbot, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C.,
Colonel of the Regiment.
During the afternoon the sideshows, together with the
bar, proved to be very popular. Your scribe was induced
to run one of the sideshows trying to persuade passersby to

the assault course demonstration, had to be cancelled owing
to pouring rain.
Also on this parade one could see, lurking behind the
recruits, O.R.Q.M.S. Maltman wearing " boots and gaiters "
(all clerks please note). This extremely rare occasion was to
mark the presentation of the M.S.M. after 30 years service
in the Army. Congratulations " Q. "
With 20 days to do, Cpl. Morris has been delegated the
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honour of helping to run the C.C.F. cadets from Harrow
School, trying to explain how good Army life is. His main
grumble is that he has had his leave curtailed in order to
carry out this important duty. Also assisting Cpl. Morris is
Cpl. Long, whom we congratulate on his promotion this
month.
The P.T. Display Team has now disbanded and the
majority of them are now on leave. Gone are the sun
bathing afternoons on the back field. When they return
they will disperse either to 1 R.W.K. or 1 Queen's Surreys
to do some serious soldiering!
With reference to August leave, apart from Junior
Intake duties and N.C.O's., the Depot will cease to function
for four whole glorious days and yours truly will not return
until 15th August.
We welcome Capt. Butler to the post of O.C. TRG.
COY., due to the departure of Major Abplanalp on a
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mess during the last month whilst we were discussing the
fate of the billiards table, because these phrases were used
continuously during that period. On a mess meeting it was
proposed that the table be taken away to allow room to
seat more people. The vote was 10 ayes and 10 nays. Three
times the count was taken and three times the same result
occurred. Then someone had a bright idea of giving each
member two votes. This made a difference, the score being
20 each. In the end a compromise was made and " he had
to go " to be erected later in the old museum room. Since
its removal the mess has taken on a new look with our new
colour scheme, the new carpet and the flowers around the
bar. It looks much more like the anteroom. Even some of
the "nayes" have grudgingly agreed it is "not bad".
The main activities of the members this month have
been the preparation and execution of the Reunion of which
they played no mean part. Each and every member was

Depot Recruits
language course. This job is not new to him as he has in
the past been A./O.C. TRG. COY.
The latest craze to shake the Depot is golf. Numerous
people are seen wending their way towards Mote Park to
improve their game, and technical points are now in
evidence at the discussions that take place afterwards.
Finally, the Depot cricket team continues on its victor
ious run, Depot Regt. R.E. being the latest victims. One
could only hope that we could say this about the Regimental
Cricket Team who suffered two heavy defeats on July 23rd
and 24th.
"THE BEEHIVE."

SERGEANTS'

MESS

Quite recently two tunes appeared in the top twenty
namely " He'll have to go " and " She'll have to stay. " I
can imagine the writers of these songs being present in the

actively engaged on the day, and between shaking hands and
having one for old times' sake, did manage to fulfill their
obligations. The weatherman did try to upset things a bit
at first, but somebody must have "got a grip on him" be
cause from the time Her Royal Highness arrived the weather
was grand. We were most happy to have three old soldiers
with us namely Messrs. Vidler, Toms and Mackintosh, all of
whom stayed two nights in the mess. The latter joined in
1893 (I don't remember him joining). Despite our careful
coaching I am sure they did not get the hang of our tombola
game and who can blame them, after all some of our
younger members still cannot.
During the month it was agreed to run a whist drive
every fortnight in our mess and alternate weeks the drive
was to be held in our neighbours' camp, the R.E.'s mess.
This has proved to be most successful with the R.E. mem
bers turning up here in force and we in turn going full
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strength to them. Some of our members could not play the
game at first (some still cannot) but they are now all addicts
to this noble sport.
Sgt. Ted Booker relinquishes the post of permanent
mess caterer on his posting to Episkopi later this month. We
shall miss his presence behind the bar after all this time.
Good luck Ted in your new appointment. In place of Ted
we find for one month, none other than that prospective
bridegroom Sgt. Wally Woolgar who (rumour has it) volun
teered his services in order to have his last fling among the
bottles.
On behalf of all mess members I would like to say
thank you to two of our lady members for the invaluable
assistance that they have given to the mess. To Mrs. Booker
for her unfailing energy in tramping round Maidstone for
our raffle and whist prizes and to Mrs. Baker for making
our floral decorations. Those who have seen the artificial
flowers will appreciate the hard work and patience she must
have put into them. Ladies we thank you very much.
As I begin to close these notes I realise that these will
be my last for the mess, because in three weeks and two
orderly officers' time I shall be cast to the wolves of Civvy
Street in order that they may pick my bones. This will
make a change from the picking of my brains that has been
going on by the scribe of the 1st Bn. mess. Not to fear,
however, whoever you may be, we have many capable and
experienced writers ready to take my place, and who knows,
may be able to supply you with material. Now like the
billiards table " I'll have to go. "
Ugh!

LUNCH

TIME

MUSINGS

OF

A

MANIAC

One of seven brothers he was born as far as we know
circa 1793.
Tall and straight he withstood the rigours of the severest
winters and the hottest of summers without complaint. In
fact he was so hardy he shed his overcoat in Winter and
put on a new garment each Spring.
From his perch he looked down on generations of
soldiers, watching them come and go. He remained calm
and serene during the hubbub of war and the tranquility
of peace. He watched the menfolk of Britain prepare them
selves to give battle with the Sovereign's enemies, and,
alternatively to do honour to Royalty when the occasion
demanded.
He was 25 years of age when Wellington fought the
Battle of Waterloo and ended the Peninsular Campaign. He
watched and waited the return of the victors of the Indian
Wars, Crimea, the Indian Mutiny, Egypt and the Sudan,
the North Western Frontier of India, South Africa, the
Great War and its successor—mere incidents in his long
life!
This year, almost on the anniversary of Waterloo, he
crashed to the ground shedding his sturdy limbs around him
in confusion.
Ignominiously and unmourned he was dragged away
for cremation.
Who was this chap of the 1793 vintage?
" He " was a plain tree planted in the barracks, Maid
stone, by the 7th Light Dragoons who were the first occu
pants of Maidstone Barracks, and who planted the trees
in groups of seven to commemorate their occupation.
Perhaps the fact that The Queen's Own are about to
amalgamate and the barracks will close was too much for
him so he decided to give up the ghost.
Who knows?
T.P.M.
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QUEEN'S OWN
PASTePmENT
ASSOCIATION
To all Serving and Retired Members of
the Past and Present Association
R E C R U I T I N G
What are Y O U doing for
YOUR Regiment
9

The total regular rank and file strength of the Regiment
who are fit for service is only about 190. There are also
about 50 substantive Sergeants and above.
During the year 40 National Service recruits have con
verted from their N.S. to regular engagements. A further
34 have, thanks largely to the efforts of our Regimental
Recruiters, signed on direct from civilian life, and a further
four have reenlisted. This gives us a total of 78 newly
joined regulars this year. In fact not far short of half the
total regular Rank and File of the Regiment.
Although this figure may sound satisfactory, and is a
tremendous advance on previous years ;(our percentage
increase over last year is far greater than the Army's per
centage decrease over the same period) there are absolutely
no grounds for complacency. Rather should the figures be
regarded as a challenge.
A

CHALLENGE!
"TO

Who

to ?

YOU!"

"WHAT — TO

ME?"

YES, to YOU, to every single member of the Association.
And the lesson to be learned from the figures we have given
is that the material is there.
IS

THERE?

WHERE ?
Right there in YOUR home town or village.
The Regiment wants good, keen young men with a
sense of adventure.
It is up to YOU as a member of your Regimental
Association to bring or send such young men along to The
Regimental Depot. They can spend a few days here as our
guests, and see for themselves what a splendid life is theirs
for the asking.
Just send us their names and addresses and leave the
rest to us. We will send them a travel warrant or collect
them!
Please make it your duty to your Regiment to recruit
J U S T
That's

O N E
All.

Officials and Standard Bearers of the Past and Present Association

Left to right (seated) I/P. Vidler, Mr. Mullen, Lt./Col. E tson, Maj.Gen. Talbot, H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent,
LtrCol. Edwards, Maj. Macmillan, R.S.M. Collman, I/P. Toms.
2nd row: Maj. R. Love, Lt. R. H. Whitty, seated, Mr. Nichols, Mr. Kemp, Mr. Benwell, Lt.Col. Dovell, Mr. Ma.xlow,
Mr. Wilks, Maj. Elmsiie, Mr. Lake, Mr. Thompson.
3rd row: Sgt. Scrivens, Mr. Remfrey, Mr. Cockell, Mr. Knight, Mr. Palmer, Mr. Waterman, Mr. Dawson, Maj. Smith,
Mr. Haliett, Mr. Jezard.
4th row: Mr. Woolnough, Mr. Toomer, Mr. Lipscombe, Mr. Maynard, Mr. Anchors, Mr. Lawrence.
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11™ BATTALION (LEWISHAM)
" 1 took my bafh and 1 wallered.
For, Gawd, I needed it so;
I smelt the smell of the barricks,
And 1. 'eard the bugles blow;
1 'eard the feet on the gravel—
The feet o' the men what drill;
And 1 said to me fiutterin' 'eartstrings,
1 ses to 'em, ' Peace, be still
It wasn't long ago that I was in the room where Kip
ling wrote those words anent the Old " Rookie"; and they
came back to my mind at the Maidstone Reunion, realising,
I suppose, that it won't be long before the feet o' the men

afiuttering, and had to whisper to 'em, " Peace, be still. "
In the old Rookie's day, I suppose we should have been
described in the then Q.O.G. as "The Officers and their
Ladies; the N.C.O.'s and their wives; the men and their
women! "
*

*

*

*

The events of the day are no doubt chronicled at length
elsewhere in this issue, so 1 confine myself to a brief report
from our own Association's angle.
We had a jolly good muster and were mighty proud ot
ourselves thereat. Twentythree of us on parade and one
or two more present but not up to marching . . . and this
42 years after we were disbanded. One, at least, of our
number, was there for the first time, too. The Kent Messen

Colonel D. J. Dean, V.C. and the lltli (Lowisham) Bn. marching past H.R.H
what drill will cease to be heard there, and the bugles will
no longer blow.
And, as the bright red helicopter rose from the barrack
square bearing Her Royal Highness away from our midst,
1 couldn't help thinking how far we have come from the
days Kipling described in his apt verses.
I fell to wondering, too, what this old Rookie would
have thought and said, could he have wandered around the
barracks that day amongst the gay and happy crowd
assembled to reunite for the last time as "The Queen's
Own. " Yes, gay and happy, but with just that tinge of
sadness underlying our thoughts and actions.

ger thought our little lot marching in to the barracks behind
Donald Dean, eyesrighting our ColonelinChief, worthy of
a place in its page of pictures of the events of the day. So
there!
If, in the photo of the Duchess taken with the Asso
ciation Chairmen, Secretaries, and Standard Bearers, you
spot one of the latter "bar tat," that's Bill Toomer—my,
what a flap to get him there even without his beret. We
were all very pleased that, later, Bill and his wife were
among those who had the honour of being presented to Her
Royal Highness.

Like many more, 1 guess, I felt my own heartstrings

How nice it was, too, to see Mrs. Tim Hayley, senior.

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE
once again. Still as full of beans and cheerfulness as ever
and not looking a day older.
Although "Johnnie" Johnson could be with us only
in spirit—as he was in our thoughts—we have the good news
that he has obtained admission to the Home for ExOfficers
at Putney Heath, under the auspices of the Officers' Asso
ciation. I guess he has Len Dawson to thank, in great
part, for that, and we wish him a happy sojourn there.
*
*'
*
*
The Memorial Window? Don't ask. We are no
" forrarderin fact, halfway back to where we started.,
in spite of an interview at which Arthur Buddell, Len Daw
son and our Artist had with the Diocesan Advisory Com
mittee, who have the yea or the nay about the design of the
window. In plain English, it seems that they just don't
like what we proposed, although we still await their official
report in writing. So, in due course, it seems, we shall have
to ask ourselves " Where do we go from here? " But let
us not be downhearted—the eld Eleventh has successfully
surmounted worse obstacles in the past.
In the meantime, don't forget that (at the time of
writing) there are only 90 days to the Dinner.
R.O.R.

LONDON BRANCH
Let's commence with the Annual Reunion and end with
Branch Meeting notes, as, and there's little doubt about it,
the Reunion was one of the best we've had for many years,'
in attendance, and for numbers on the Church Parade.
Mind you, there is still that few who will persist in not
returning from the actual Church Service, and there are still
many who prefer to watch rather than march, but. all in all.
the numbers marching to and from Church were quite
impressive.
The usual Standard Bearers' competition was held
under cover and the winner was Sgt. Scrivens, the Maidstone
standard bearer, who has a slight advantage over the civvy
or " Past " elements, in that he has still the bearing and the
slick movements of the Regular soldier ! We of the London
Branch know Sgt. Scrivens very well; he has been the Sgts;
Mess Steward in the past, and knows many of our lads,
especially those who used to stay overnight for various func
tions of P. & P.A., and we offer our heartiest congratula
tions on the Maidstone success in the competition.
The Parade commenced with a slight drizzle. Bowler
hats, macs and umbrellas were the order of the Parade, and
one wondered whether the inspecting officer would be round
the rounds with umbrella at the full height and open. But
it appears that General "Dennis" is still serving, and is not
issued with umbrellas, British Army, General Type, Mk.
1960, officers for the use of, and around he came, in uni
form, no raincoat. This enabled many to remove raincoats,
and the drizzle ceased and clouds, during the march to
Church, began to disappear.
In accordance with our wishes, we may parade with
whichever Battalion we have served, and as arranged during
the Djebel Abiod match. Majors Guy Weymouth, Dick
Clarke and Charles Bruce fell in with the 6th Bn., com
manded on this occasion by Major L. Pyrke, the President
of the Bromley Branch, P. & P.A. I regret to state that
Lt.Col. Gordon Defrates, Major Bill Miskin. Capts. Frank
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Taylor and John Nixon were unavoidably absent; a great
pity, as there were one or two old 6th Bn. boys there they'd
love to have seen.
One with whom I had a chat in the Sgts.' Mess before
lunch was exSgt. Bryant, D.C.M., who was searching for
some time for old pals. He attended the Church Parade,
and his one grouse was that he couldn't see any of his
6t'n Bn. pals of N. Africa days on parade. So what about
it, Gordon, John Nixon—what about having a recruiting
drive for the next Reunion ?—so blokes like Mr. Bryant do
not find themselves alone there. The Reunion is for every
one, and there's always plenty of room; it would be a great
help if you would press it on your personal reunions which
are so well patronised. ExBds. Thompson, who is an old
1st Bn. wallah, and was a Mortar Sgt., I think, with the
6th Bn. in N.A., was also on parade with the 6th Bn.
The London Branch turned up in great numbers. I
could not keep count of them all, but it was once again very
pleasing to run into people who are not able to get to our
meetings often, but manage to struggle down to Maidstone
on this one day of the year. Bunny Hare was there, with
Timber Marchant close behind him. Bunny is still very
much an invalid but with a great spirit. The Dumbrells,
Charles and Harry, were there, the latter practically tied
down with business calls, Charles not so tied these days.
Jock Hall, too,. He has a bad leg and tells me he's not
too keen now on running the odd ten miles or so. What a
grand character was he in his twenties, making hacks of all
fields as a crosscountry runner, and with a definite flair for
hockey, although strictly a onehanded player. Never with
out a huge grin on his face.
Then there were the absent faces, people whom I
missed. If I miss them, others must do, because hundreds
of us soldiered together, and in those happy days everyone
knew everybody else, and if one was lucky enough to be in
a platoon which was rich in talent in any one game, that
individual would become noted throughout the Battalion.
The reason is simple. Platoon tournaments were part and
parcel of the Battalion's programme. They built up an
espritdecorps second to none in the Army of those days.
Literally hundreds used to turn out to watch Platoon semi
and final matches—and any one man in these finals was a
potential Battalion player.
Hence people like George Moody, Bert Merritt, Dick
Hayward, Joe Wedge, Jock Hall, "Gunboat" Parry,
" Taffy " Williams, " Purton " Singh, Tiny Shepherd.
" Clobby " Jones, " Smocky " Bishop, etc., etc., became
household names. They played certain games or boxed,
and because we were all so close everyone knew them. Now,
where was Dick Hayward, Moody, the Merritts, etc., etc.—
it's those we wanted to see this year. Ben Fuller, George
Elliott—the latter was there last year. Is he still living, I
wonder? Can Maidstone tell us? Pongo Vaughan, Arthur
Bullions, Ghandi Goldsmith, we missed them. " Nap "
Napier, Sid Terry, why don't they come?
There must be some reason. We have our old friend
" Bogey " Moss, who travels all the way down from near
Newton Abbott in Devon, and dear old " Tup," Frank
Lamb and Mrs. Lamb, bless her, from Coventry. It's won
derful. All those grand lads of the T.A. who so almost
fanatically keep up their association with the Regiment, put
those of us who spent many years together in regular service
to shame, in their terrific numerical attendance at these
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functions, whilst we have a large percentage of
attendance.

non

Let us hope next year will see a determined effort by
all branches to recruit the absentees, especially for the
Reunion of the year in which we amalgamate, whether the
Reunion is held in Maidstone, Canterbury, or any place.
Harking back to those present, our President and many
of our officer members were actually on parade. Our
Chairman, Len Remfry. paraded with the 2nd Bn.; our
Secretary, Tom Briddock, with the 1st Bn., as did our
Treasurer, Percy Hallett. Seeing me with the 6th Bn.
caused General Talbot to remark: " I expect you may
parade with one or two other Battalions if you so choose,"
which caused a slight chuckle from the ranks. 1 noticed
Colonels A. A. MerlottChitty, G. Ingham, C. S. Durtnell,
C. E. P. Craven alongside Trefor Thomas, Dick Thatcher
and Harry Dumbrell, and knew they'd manage to march
along quite well without me. It was nice to see Colonel
" Soupy " WingfieldStratford commanding the 1st Bn. on
the parade.
After church it became a free for all, of course, and I
was happy to run into Colonel A. K. Grant with Colonel
E. S. Kerr, and it was from the former we heard that dear
old Bogie Childs hadn't been so well, and was recovering.
The Branch received this information officially at our last
meeting, and it is the very sincere wish of the Branch that,
if you are reading me. Bogie, we wish you better health and
a speedy return to the London meetings.
Both Colonels " Boy " Grant and " Tim " Kerr were in
very good form, looking very well and taking their usual
keen interest in all their old friends. As forecast, I also had
a long chat to Colonel " Mickmack " Macklin, my one
time Cadre O.C. when I was a L/Corporal, undergoing very
intensive instruction on all subjects, and later my O.C.
Coy., when I was his C.S.M. In those days I was a
Grenadier, and read with avid interest the chronicles of
Ivanhoe " Sgt. Medcalf," who loudly blew the bugle for
"A" Coy. of the 2nd Bn. I'm sorry to say " Ivanhoe " is
not too well these days, but attended the Reunion.
I introduced one, Mr. Lardner, our new member, to
Colonel P. H. Macklin, and it was surprising what the
Colonel did not know about his own exploits in the early
days of the 1st Bn. in India, with No. 7 PI. Our friend,
Mr. Lardner, certainly called on a wealth of reminiscences,
and I must say caused Busty Canacott and myself a few
gasps of astonishment. We learned for the first time that
the Colonel was a smashing hockey player, and I think that
was the one thing with which we really agreed. The
Colonel's play in his younger days was really smashing !
1 can remember a few bruised shins, not personal, but his
opponents'! Somehow, we eventually got round to the fact
that as far as hockey was concerned Mr. L. was relating the
feats of Capt. R. L. Travers, but those other anecdotes!
Never mind. Colonel, it was all very private and purely
Platoon matters. Last I saw was Mr. L. still on the discus
sion, and if nobody else enjoyed the day, Mr. L.'s meeting
up with the Colonel made Mr. Lardner's.
I had a natter to many old friends, just a word or two
here and there. Cols. J. M. Haycraft, R. O. Pulverman,
and L. F. W. Jackson, now domiciled in the Channel Isles,
and I must say he looked wonderfully fit. Douglas and Mrs.
Burrows were at the church, both looking very fit and

well, and there was no doubt the two London Branch
Chelsea Pensioners, riding around in a jeep and standing
as markers for the Cenotaph ceremony and at the saluting
base, made a very imposing picture. I noted that Tom
now wears three stripes, and I didn't have time to ask him
whether or not he is still on his steward's duty at the bar
on occasions at the Royal Hospital.
Two people whom I was very pleased to meet were
Messrs. Etherington (I've an idea it should be Hethering
ton, but no matter) and the mad Irishman, McGann. Both
were in tremendous form and it look some doing to even
tually break from them. Naturally, Ronnie, Alice and
Miss Hazel Mines were there, with Mrs. Renie Germain.
1 saw Hazel for only a fleeting moment, as she was hustled
in to lunch. Taney Leigh, too, only for a moment; very
much thinner, but looking fit enough. Major and Mrs.
Ben Stoneham, with Miss Stoneham, in great spirits. We
always have a personal regard for VI rs. Stoneham, as
daughter Sheila, a hairdresser in one of London's fashion
able salons, often attended to her requirements. It was
quite a shock to both to find that Sheila's father and Mrs.
.S's husband had served together for several years in The
Queen's Own ! 1 must add that Mrs. Stoneham looked
far too young to be the mother of such a lovely daughter.
Last, but by no means least, the photographs which
appeared in the Kent Messenger of the 22nd July, and
several of which, 1 expect, will be in this issue of The
Q.O.G., are extremely good and portray quite a number
of very wellknown characters of all Battalions.
One of the most interesting is that of the officials of
the Association, Standard Bearers, together with H.R.H.
the Duchess of Kent, and Officers of the Depot. J failed
to see our Standard, but glad to see Len Remfry and
Percy Hallett representing the Branch, together with other
stalwarts. I recognised Mr. Marlow and Alf Waterman
(Maidstone), Harry Lake (Catford), George Cockrell and
Robert Wilks (Bromley), Sydney Knight (Catford), Lt.Col.
"Chuckles," 1. R. Lovell (Folkestone), all smiling and
happy.
There is little doubt that everybody who attended had
a wonderful day, and our thanks are due to Major Ian
Macmillan for the terrific amount of work put in to
ensure all us past wallahs had a good day. The London
Branch sends its most sincere thanks to the O.C. Depot
and all his staff who worked so hard to ensure a great
time was had by all.
With the Beating of Retreat the day ended, except for
those who managed to get into the Sergeants' Mess and
enjoy the drinks, and later the buffet laid on by R.S.M.
Collman for the visitors who remained behind. I under
stand the Mess was very crowded indeed, and when that
happens you can bet everybody has had a very good day.
So much for the " R.U.," and now to our
which, held on the Friday prior to August Bank
Monday, suffered to a great extent, there being
members present at the commencement of the
six members joining during the meeting.

meeting,
Holiday
only 18
meeting,

This is our smallest attendance for many a month,
but nevertheless still interesting. Lt.Cols. Pug Durtnell
and Ronnie Mines were there and Major Bodger Kemp.
Mr. Lardner, still tickled to death at meeting Col. Macklin,
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met a very old friend present, Fred Bagust, and was soon
waffling away merrily to him.
There was one, Mary Donaldson, present, with no
tasks this month, as, owing to paucity of numbers, it was
decided to postpone the raffle until next month, when a
larger attendance could be expected. The prize donated
by "Bogey" Moss, a carton of Devon cream which the
donor would despatch to any address given by Len
Remfry. A generous gesture, " Bogey," which we of the
Branch very much appreciate.
Correspondence from O.C. Depot who informed us
that the 24th September was the date of the annual Get
Together, and would we kindly forward numbers attending,
and also numbers who would like to stay the night. As we
were so short in numbers, it was decided to put the question
to the next meeting. A circular would be sent asking for
special attendance at our next, not only to discuss Get To
gether but also to thrash out the amalgamation problem of
the London Branch.
Each month, as time passes, things become more clear.
Our title now is known. We are to be The Queen's Own
Buffs, only one word added, to what we in past have always
called ourselves. In London we have a branch not only of
The Queen's Own, but also one of The Buffs. On the regi
ment amalgamation, who will be the London Branch of The
Queen's Own Buffs? That, it appears to me, is the thing
that now has to be thrashed out. There are alternatives,
affiliations and divisions, etc., and these will be the subject
of a debate at our next meeting. Because we are such a
large body we must certainly agree to some title within the
framework of The Queen's Own Buffs.
The cricket match v. The Depot has not met with much
response from the branch, and I have, with regret, had to
inform Alf Waterman we can find no players this year. This
fixture has always been great fun for the lads who have
turned up to play, and as usual there will be tea for all
the wives and families attending.
We had a debate on the Reunion which as stated above
was a huge success, and once more we had the subject of
next year's Standard Bearers' Competition which we hope
will be judged with its usual competence, with messages of
good luck to Ted Tickner in the competition and com
miserations on his extremely good display this year, although
without success. Our standard differs from all other
branches in that we do have a spike at the top, "a la"
officers' peacetime helmet, but a lion. We have reported
the fact that this cannot be changed, and we do not believe
judges penalise us for this, an assumption on the part of
some members.
The standard was presented to us by Maj. A. S. Palin,
" Massa " Palin as he was known to the lads.
Our trustees, whom I forgot to nominate last month,
are Lt.Col Ronnie Mines and Dick Forrester, capable and
worthy gentlemen both. "Scotty" now fairly well recovered
from his illness will be starting work soon, thanked the
Branch for our help and stated how much he had enjoyed
the Reunion.
It is with great regret we heard of the death of Bob
Gunter, an honorary member.
It was with great pleasure that I talked with the old
Grenadier's Clerk of the very early 1920 days, Charlie
Whybrow, like Tommy Dodd, an exIndian policeman. He
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was in great heart and thoroughly enjoyed seeing many old
friends of his youth. We hope to get him along to London
soon as he lives only on the fringe of London.
As all Reunion news will be in this month's Gazette,
I'd better dry up, but not before a fervent hope that we shall
see more of the boys at our next meetings. That reminds me,
Lt.Col. "Twink" Gwilliam informs me he hopes to see us
in the near future. Do come, "Twink", you will be very wel
come.
The Spider.

TONBRIDGE & TUNBRIDGE WELLS
Our meeting, though late this month, was fully
attended with the exception of one member who was on
holiday. The main item on the agenda was, of course,
the amalgamation of the two Royal Regiments, The
Queen's Own and The Buffs. The new Regiment, to be
known as " The Queen's Own Buffs," The Royal Kent
Regiment, was well received and seems to be a fitting
name of two such famous regiments.
The question of the Past and Present Association
and The Buffs' Old Comrades' Association being amalga
mated at the same time as the two regiments are amalga
mated was discussed to some length, and after due con
sideration it was decided to call a special general meeting
of the Branch for WEDNESDAY, the 21st SEPTEMBER,
when it is hoped that all members will make a special
effort to attend and receive the Committee's report.
Congratulations to the Branch on winning the Minia
ture Range Challenge Cup.
The scores were: Mr. G.
Walster 20, Major Elmslie 19, Mr. F. Jezard 18, and Mr.
G. Wood, 17. First time, we think.
Our Chairman, Major N. S. C. Elmslie, commanding
1st A.C.F. Battalion, Tonbridge, informed the meeting of
the Royal Parade for the Centenary of the Cadet Forces,
held at Buckingham Palace on July 22nd, before Her
Majesty the Queen and His Royal Highness the Prince
Philip, Duke of Edinburgh. In the ranks of No. 8 Coy.,
A.C.F. (Eastern Command), were three lads from the
1st A.C.F., Bn., Tonbridge. The Parade State shows that
these lads came from all over Britain. Formed into 12
Companies, the parade must have been an aweinspiring
sight, which these lads will remember for all time. Major
Elmslie has every right to be proud of his Command, and
this Branch tenders congratulations to all these lads who
are doing such good work.
Don't forget: Ladies' Night, 17th August, and Extra
Special General Meeting. Wednesday. 21st September.
T.L.S.



GRAVESEND BRANCH
The main event of last month was, of course, the An
nual Reunion, but this being my maiden report will leave
the description of proceedings to more experienced scribes.
So for my part will just add that Mr. and Mrs. Williams and
Mr. and Mrs. Hill were presented to H.R.H. The Duchess of
Kent. Our Standard Bearer missed the bus for the competi
tion through literally missing it in the first place, and only
just scraped in to take part in the parade.
We all met many old friends at Maidstone, too
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numerous to mention by name, and to sum up, a good time
was had by all.
At this month's meeting we had a belated election of
officers, but the mixture is as before, Messrs. Nicholls,
Williams, Haddon and Benwell still holding their own, but
yours truly is now correspondent and Standard Bearer, and
just for the record the name is Lipscombe, not Lidscomb
or Sedscombe as quoted in the past.
Those old members who returned to the fold last month
were conspicuous by their absence, and I thought they
would be bringing a lot more friends with'them—hope they
have a good excuse next month. Hope, too, to hear more
from our Catford comrades after their hint in last month's
Gazette. Still, failing a visit we'll be seeing you all in Septem
ber, and of course we do have a meeting on the last Friday
of each month at The Terminus Hotel.
Now, if I have said anything I shouldn't, or haven't
said something I should, then I'm sorry, but put it down to
inexperience.
Tiny.

CHATHAM BRANCH
The Monthly Meeting, held on July 4th, was attended
by the Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer and nine other
members.
The Chairman extended a hearty welcome to Mr.
Lowrey (1st Bn.) as a member of the Branch, and welcomed
the return of H. Hammond to the meeting.
Silent tribute was paid on the passing of Maj. Hulme.
Apologies for absence from Maj. Brothers and
Mr. Bower.
C. J. Williams reported he had received an offer for the
two club rifles. The Treasurer's report was approved.
Correspondence was read from H.Q. re Reunion arrange
ments.
Battle of Britain Sunday, 18th September.—The Branch
is invited to participate.
Election of Secretary was held over till the August meet
ing on 8th August. H. Wilkins won the booby prize.
G. Anchors,
Branch Correspondent.

CATFORD AND DISTRICT
BRANCH
There were about 54 people on parade at our July
meeting this year—a pretty good attendance for us, taking
into consideration the holiday season, and the absence of
certain members due to the trading, season in various
commodities.
The business part was, of course, very short. Some
think like a quarterofanhour, when we buttoned up
various points concerning our future activities; then the
Committee went into conclave and did a bit more sorting
out that had been left over from the last Committee meet

ing, which, incidentally, lasted, I am told, from 8.30 until
10 p.m.! Glad somebody's doing some work on our
behalf! Fortunately, when our Committee meets, it's open
to all comers, and, in fact, those who were near enough
did join in.
However, I, having had enough of business meetings
during my time with the Branch, and now having retired
to the Back Bench, took (he opportunity to have a gander
at some of the bodies present.
I had a chat, for instance, with Fred Barnes, who
informed me he first joined the Regiment in 1897, when
it cost five bob to join. Hp will be 81 in December, and
is, of course, easily our oldest member.
One of these days I'm going to get his full story out
of him. It should be well worth reading. He is, I am
very pleased to say, in the best of health and spirits, and
will be on parade for the Reunion.
Then there was Bill Toomer, who has spent most of
his afterService life (at least) serving other people. Len
Hardman—one of our staunchest supporters—told us quite
a few tales of the days of the London blitz, he being at
Woolwich most of that time.
I had just begun to start on jotting down some of the
very interesting things I had heard and seen, when we
were catapulted once again into business, and discovered
that the Ramsgate Outing was practically fixed—merely
waiting for customers; the Theatre Outing to see "Suzie
Wong" was as good as settled; the Reunion Coach was
practically filled; the Tower of London visit still in the
offing; ditto the visit of Gfavesend Branch; and the tickets
for the Maidstone draw would shortly be on sale.
For such a wellattended meeting, I am afraid that
my reporting is not all that it should be, and I think in
future I had better do my jottings on the spot.
However, I can say a word or two about the Reunion
which has come and gone since 1 wrote the above.
It was, as always, a very wonderful occasion, and
everybody I know thoroughly enjoyed themselves.
True, we arrived early, and dry, and there was nary a
drop to drink, but we soon caught up after the parade had
finished and forgot both that fact and that it was raining
when we arrived.
We took our duties at the sideshows very seriously
and did our best to organise (or perhaps to disorganise!)
the Treasure Hunt. Anyway, it was good fun while it
lasted.
There is little more to add about the Reunion that is
not said much better elsewhere in this Buster, or the last,
so suffice it to say that it was, as usual, the best ever, and
we are looking forward to the next.
We left soon after Retreat and straight back to our
H.Q., where; we had grub laid on—a pianist—and (to
quote the Parish Magazine) " a good time was had by all."
" Nightingale."
Readers are reminded that we can supply, copies of
"The Q.O.G." to their relatives for the modest sum of
Five Shillings, post free.
Ask your Company Commander to make the neces
sary arrangements.
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DETAIL OF MEETINGS

Mr. G. H. Ccckell,
Last Saturday each month, 8 p.m., United
3 Priestfield Road, Forest Hill, S.E.23.
Service Club, Bromley.
Chatham
Mr. S. L. Thompson ..Major H. M. Smith, M.B.E.
First Monday each month, 7.30 p.m., at "The
"Jutogh," 16 Beaconsfield Road, Chatham.
Hare and Hounds", 340 High Street,
Rochester. (Phone Chatham 43878).
C a t f o r d & D i s t r i c t ..Mr. H. Lake
Mr. S. Knight, 12 Carlton House Terrace,The second Friday in every month at "The
London, S.W.I.
Railway Signal", Devonshire Rd., Forest
Hill, S.E.23.
Gravesend
Mr. Haddon
Mr. W. T. Nichols,
Last Friday each month, 8 p.m., Terminus
9 The Bungalows, Cross Lane West,
Hotel Stuart Rd., Gravesend.
Gravesend, Kent.
London
Mr. L. Remfry
Mr. T. Briddcck,
Last Friday each month at "The Cran
61. Marlow Road, Annerley, S.E.20.
bourn", 1 Upper St. Martin's Lane,
Leicester Square, W.C.2.
Maidstone
Mr. H. W. Maxlow ....Mr. A. Waterman,
Third Friday each month, at 7.45 p.m.. Ser
Little Holmestead, Forge Lane,
geants' Mess, Depot, R.W.K., Maidstone.
Leeds, Nr. Maidstone, Kent.
Sevenoaks
Maj. A. H. Coombes, Mr. J. Palmer,
Last Thursday each month, at 8 p.m., Drill
T.D.
c/o T.A. Centre, Argyle Road, Sevenoaks.
Hall, Argyle Read. Sevenoaks.
Shorncliffe
Lt.Col. I . R. Lovell ..Mr. E. W. N. Elvy,
"FleursdeLys", Sandgate. Quarterly, first
235 Cheriton High Street, Folkestone.
Friday, January, April, July, October.
Tonbridge and
Maj. N. S. C. Elmslie..Mr. F. Jezard,
Third Wednesday of each month, T.A.
T u n b r i d g e W e l l s ..
2 Milton Gardens, Tonbridge.
Centre, Avebury Avenue, Tonbridge.
6th Battalion
Lt.Col. G. K. Defrates Mr. C. Sayers,
Reunions twice yearly at White Hart Hotel,
D.S.O., M.C.
59 Grasmere Gardens, Orpington.
Bromley.
7th Battalion
Major E. Goodman ..Mr. T. Shepherd,
Reunions annually in March or April as
492 Downham Way, Bromley, Kent.
notified in Press and "Q.O.G."
8th Battalion
10th Battalion
11th Battalion
20th (London)

Mr. R. F. Wilks

Mr. Stanford,
10 Bramble Close, Maidstone.
Mr. D. A. Kemp.
Mr. L. W. Dawson,
M.M.
19 Chestnut Drive, Herne Bay, Kent.
Mr. G. D. Draycott .. Mr. F. Sales,
16 Kidbrooke Grove, Blackheath, S.E.3.

Annual Dinner, as notified in "Q.O.G."
Annual Dinner, as notified in "Q.O.G."
Meeting first
Tuesday each month.
Hedge House, Blackheath.

Holly

Membership is open to all who are serving or who have served in The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment. Subscriptions are:
Life Membership: Officers £2/10/0; Other Ranks, 10/; or an Annual Subscription o f : Officers, 5 /  , other Ranks, 1 /  .
The object of this Association is to foster esprit de corps, to help members keep in touch with one another, and to assist those in
distress. The Association is affiliated to the British Legion.
Past and Present Association Badges are available at a cost of 3/ to Life Members.
All communications should be addressed t o the Hon. Secretary, Past and Present Association, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone, Kent.
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THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT (50th and 97th)
"Quo Fas et Gloria ducunt." The Sphinx superscribed "Egypt."
The White Horse of Kent with motto " Invicta."
"Vimiera," "Corunna," "Almarez," "Vittoria," "Pyrenees," "Nive,"
"Orthes,"
"Peninsula,"
"Punniar,"
"Moodkee,"
"Ferozeshah,"
"Aliwal,"
"Sobraon,"
"Alma,"
"Inkorman," "Sevastopol," "Lucknow," "New Zealand," "Egypt, 1882,"
"Nile, 188485," "South Africa, 190002," "Afghanistan, 1919."
The Great War—1 8 Battalions.—" M o n s , " "Le Cateau," "Retreat from Mons," "Marne, 1914," "Aisne, 1914," "La Bassee, 1914,"
"Messlnes, 1914, '17," "Ypres, 1914, '15, '17, '18," "Hill 60," "Gravenstafel," "St. Jullen," "Frezenberg," "Loos,"
" S o m m e , 1 9 1 6 , ' 1 8 , " "Albert, 1916, '18," "Bazentln," "Delville
Wood,"
"Foziers," "Gulllemont," "FlersCourcelette,"
"Morval," "Thiepval," "Le Transloy," "Ancre Heights," "Ancre, 1916, '18," "Arras, 1917, '18," "Vimy, 1917," "Scarpe, 1917,"
«nn«v,n>» "Langemarck, "1917," "Menin Road," "Polygon Wood." "Broodseinde," "Passchondaele," "Cambral,
Quentln," "Rosieres," "Avre," "Vlllers Bretonneux," "Lys," "Hazebrouck," "Kemmel," "Amelns," "Bapume,
jurg Line,"
1918," "Hindenburg
Line, "Epehy," "Canal du Nord," "St. Quentln Canal," "Courtrai," "Selle," "Sambre," "France and
.8,"
Flanders, 191418 "Italy, 191718," "Suvla," "Landing at Suvla," "Scimitar Hill," "Gallipoli, 1915," "Rumanl," "Egypt,
"El Mughar," "Jerusalem," "Jericho," "Tell 'Asur," "Palestine, 191718," "Defence of Kut el Amara,"
191516," "Gaza
'Sharqav." "Mesopotamia, 191518."
Second World War—"Defence of The Escaut," "Foret de Nieppe," " N o r t h  W e s t E u r o p e , 1 9 4 0 , " "Alam el Haifa," " E l A l a m e i n , "
"Djebel Abiod" "Djebel Azzag, 1942," "Oued Zarga," "Djebel Ang," "Medjez Plain," "Longstop Hill, 194'3," "Si Abdallah," "North
Africa 194243," "Conturipe," "Monte Rlvoglia," "Sicily, 1943," "Termoli." "San Salvo," "Tho Sangro," "Romagnoll," "Impos
sible Bridge," "Villa Grande," "Cassino," "Castle Hill." "Liri Valley," "Piedimonte Hill," "Trasimene Line," "Arezzo," "Advance
to Florence " "Monte Scalarl," "Casa Fortls," "Rimini Line," "Savio Bridgehead," "Monte Pianoereno," "Monte Spaduro,"
"The Senio," "Argenta Gap," "Italy, 194345," "Greece, 194445," "Leros," "Malta, 194042," "North Arakan," "Razabil," "Mayu
> " D e f e n c e o f K
i/o
" T n n n c r M  i n " "Sittang,
" R l t t n n c 1945,"
1 P 4 R " "Burma,
" R i i r m a 194345.'
19434R."
Tunnels,"
oH
h ii m
m oa ,"" "Taungtha,"
ColonellnChief : H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Colonel of the Regiment: MajorGeneral D. E

B. Talbot, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C.

O.C., Regimental Depot, Major I. A. Macmillan.
Allied Regiments of the Canadian Army :
1st Bn., Royal New Brunswick Regiment—ColonelinChief : H.M. The Queen.
The Essex and Kent Scottish Regiment.
Allied Regiment of the New Zealand Forces :
The Canterbury Regiment
1st. Bn

Regular and Territorial Battalions :
(50th and 97th Foot)
Moore Barracks, Shorncliffe.
4th/5th Bn. (T.A.)—Tonbridge.
Units of t h e Army Cadet Force affiliated :
1st A.C.F. Bn., Tonbridge.

"The Queen's Own Gazette" is published monthly.
Subscription : The rates, payable In advance to the Editor, are as follows :
Ranks, 5/ per annum, post free.

Officers, 9/ per annum, post free; Other

The Editor is always glad to receive articles and Items of news suitable for publication, and acknowledges with thanks
photographs reproduced In this Journal from the Kent Messenger. Address MSS direct to the Editor, The Barracks. Maidstone.
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Colonel-in-Chief: H.R.H. The Ducness of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Colonel of the Regiment: Major-General D E. B. Talbot, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C.
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Flint, A. J. M„ M.B.E.
Gwilliam, D. H., M.B.E.

SHORT SERVICE OFFICERS

OFFICERS

MAJORS

Names
Trumper, J. M. S. W
Marsh, H. W
Russell, H. C„ M.C., D.C.M

Mil. Record Office, Ghana.
H.Q., B.A.O.R.
11 K.A.R.

H.Q. A.F.C.E.
O.C., 1 R.W.K.

MAJORS

Int. Centre, Mansfield.
H.Q. Aldershot District.
Range Control, A.A.T.C., Sennelager.
(Lt.-Col.) GSO I Northag.
M.D.C. TC. Millom.
Depot Holdee
War Office.
H.Q. B.A.O.R.
2 i/c 1 R.W.K.
Min. of Defence.
4/5 R.W.K.
(T/Lt.-Col.) OC., 7 Malay
I R.W.K.
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Bailey, J. D. B
Archer, M. G. M., M.C.
Rickcord, M. B
Turner, P. R. H
Dowse, R. K
Brock, J. H
Waring, H. B. H., M.B.E
Eason, J. A., T.D. . .
F.lgood, P. N
Crumplin, W. C. D.
Willis, C. F„ M.B.E., T.D
Roper, I. H., M.C. . . .
Scull, D. S
Macmillan, I. A
Woodman, E. G., M.C
Ambrose, W. G. R.
Blum, D. E
Franklin, A. W
Abplanalp, V. C.
Winstanley, R. G
Osborne, E. C. S.
Shearburn, S. R. O'R.
Campbell, D. P. I. ...

CAPTAINS
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I R.W.K
H.Q., 2 T.A.F.

Fitzpatrick, J. N.
Mannering, L. A.
Dinsdale, J. W. .

LIEUTENANTS

Clinch, M. J
Coles, J. B

Languaqe Course, Aden
I R.W.K.
2nd

LIEUTENANTS

Poulsom, P. A. H
Martindale, J
Schooling, R. F

Ghana Army.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
QUARTERMASTER

Cook, E. S , M.B.E

(Maj.) 6 K.A.R.

4th/5tH BATTALION
Honorary Colonel : Lt.-Col. G. E. L. Pardington, M.B.E., I D
Commanding Officer: Lt.-Col. A. R. H. Waring, T D

CAPTAINS

A.S.P.T., Aldershot.
1 Buffs.
Staff College.
1 R.W.K.
Depot Holdee
Home Counties Brigade (Depot P.S.)
1 R.W.K.
Staff College.
Mons O.C.S.
Fed. Malaya Mil. Forces.
H.Q., 39 Inf. Bde.
Adit., I R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
3 Para
1 Mx.

Clarke, C. S. .
Dodson, K. ...
Fletcher, J. S. .
Goodwin, P. J. .
Norton, J. D. .
Lygo, J. R
Leigh, P. S., M.C
Woolstencroft, D.
Neve, R. W„ M.C
Wood, W. R. . .
Tarver, C. L. ..
Newall, M. R. M
Pybus, I. D. ...
Heatly, A. F. .
Durtnell, R. J.

Second-in-Command: Major T. C. Coath.
MAJORS

Bobby, F. J.
Large, J. L.
Penne.ls, H. D. A

Calver-Jonos J.
Innes, C. A.
Ogilvie, J. B.
CAPTAINS

Duggan, H. R.
Robson, T. J. R.
Clemence, M. J.
Wcrfson, K. E.

George, P. M. J.
Nyren, M V.
Morley-Jacob, P. J.
Fraser, C. G.
LIEUTENANTS

LIEUTENANTS

A.D.C., G.O.C., E. Anglian Dist.
(T/Capt.) Adjt. Depot, R.W.K.
H.Q. 16 Indep. Para. Bde.
1 R.W.K.
(T/Capt.) 1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
I R.W.K.
Depot R.W.K.
I R.W.K.
Depot R.W.K.

"-"aylor, E. A.
Dutler, C. D. B.
Langhorne, J.
Hiscock, P. . . .
Cleaver, G. F.
Smith, M. J.
Champion, C. G.
Pearce, N. C.
Bateman, G. B. .
Holman, J. C.
Whitty, R. H. . .

Young, R. N.
macLachlan, S.
Gregory, M. K.
Cyster, P. L.
Sutton, J. D.

Parslow, J. P.
Burrell, G. K.
Tizard, L. A. S.
Finnis, S. R.
Blunt, P. S.
Taylor, M. S.
2nd LIEUTENANTS

Smith, M. J.

Cyster, R. J.
ATTACHED

Major J A. Barlas, R.A.M.C.
Lt. R. P. Gilbert, R.A.P.C.
Capt. Rev. W. A Greenfield, M.A. (R.A.Ch.D ).
2nd

Pear=on, C. J.

LIEUTENANTS

QU \RTERMASTERS

Stephens, S. V.
Grubb J. E„ M.B.E.
Hoggart, E. J. W.

NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICERS

I R.W.K.

(Capt.) Depot, R.W.K.
T/Capt.
Nottingham University O.T.C.
(Lt.) 1 R.W.K.

Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.

K.
S.
R.
R.
P.

Cannell
E. Coningham
D. Wallace
A. Crane
G. Birch

Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.

R. C. Robertson
P. J. S. Furneaux
R. W. Shelton-Agat
W. G. Leckie
P. F. Valpy

REGULAR OFFICERS — PERMANENT STAFF

Major C. F. Willis, M.B.E., T.D.

Trg Major and Adjt.

THE

QUEEN'S
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BY APPOINTMENT
TO HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN
GOLDSMITHS & CROWN JEWELLERS,
GARRARD & CO. LTD.

MESS
PLATE
from Garrard
A new catalogue
"Mess Plate From Garrard", just
published, will prove invaluable to
those entrusted with the buying of
Mess Plate. It includes many sug
gestions for Presentation Pieces and
Prizes. The Military Department will
be pleased to send a copy free upon
request.

GARRARD & CO. LTD
Crown Jewellers
112 Regent Street, London, W.l.
Telephone: Regent 3021 (11 lines)
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TE6ilortal
The July and August issues of the Queen's Own
Gazette were probably two of the largest that have been
published for a long time. Some of our readers may have
noticed that we were forced to trim the edges more than
usual, this was done in order to reduce the weight below
four ounces to save excess postage.
If any subscriber has his copies of the Q.O.G., bound,
full sized copies can be had on application to the Editor.
it

if

if

it

We are again indebted to the Editors of the Kent
Messenger, the South Eastern Gazette and the Kentish
Express for their kindness in allowing us to use the photo
graphs which appear in this issue.
«t

»

$ ft

Christmas Card
This years Christmas Card has a picture in colour
inside of Her Royal Highness, The Duchess of Kent,
ColonelinChief with the Colours on the occasion of her
visit to the 1st Battalion at Shorncliffe on the 10th June,
I960. It is tied with Regimental ribbon and has the Crest
in colour on the outside.
Order forms were enclosed in last months Q.O.G.
Subscribers are requested to notify their requirements to
Regimental Headquarters as soon as possible, so that the
printers can be given a firm order.
The cost which is being subsidised, is ten pence per
card, which includes postage.

Regimental Car Radge
A further supply of car badges were ordered, which
have now been received. They can be obtained on applica
tion to Regimental Headquarters.
The price including packing and postage is 26/9d.
~

if

if

Found
A small brown leather purse, marked CALF, was
found in the "Ladies Room" in the Officer's Mess in The
Barracks, Maidstone, after the Reunion on the 17th July,
1960.
It can be had on application to Regimental Head
quarters.
4

Social and Personal
We are sorry to report that "Paddy" Mullen, who
normally writes this column is away on sick leave. Whether
the strain of checking the Queen's Own Gazette "proofs',
while the Editor was away, affected his eyes or not, we
are unable to say, but he is suffering with acute conjunc
tivitis.
In spite of his affliction he is still very cheerful, and
although he complains he can see two of everything, he
makes fun of it, for example, he says he has considerable
difficulty in knowing which of his two wives to hand the
cup of early morning tea to. He is, however, most dis
appointed that he has not so far been able to see a double
pay packet.
We wish him a speedy recovery.
if

if

if

f

When Captain A. F. N. Jones, who is Chaplain to
the Royal New Brunswick Regiment, was over here in May,

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE
he attended the Officers Regimental Dinner, and during the
evening promised to send over two Regimental Tartan ties.
These have been received, and we have sent two of our
Regimental ties to the Officer Commanding The Royal
New Brunswick Regiment in return.
It is interesting to note the history of how The New
Brunswick Tartan came into being.
"In 1958 the Royal New Brunswick Regiment com
missioned a "new design which would have significance
for the people of New Brunswick" for presentation to Lord
Bcaverbrook in the form of a motor rug. The fully regis
tered design was adopted January 29th, 1959, by the New
Brunswick Government as the official New Brunswick
Tartan, and it was recorded in Edinburgh, Scotland, by
Lyon, King of Arms, June 3rd, 1959."
The Significance of The New Brunswick Tartan
THE GREEN BLOCK: New Brunswick's three main
industries are Lumbering, Agriculture and Fishing.
These are represented in the design of New Bruns
wick's official Tartan by the forest green of lumbering, the
meadow green of agriculture, and the blue of coastal and
inland waters, interwoven by the gold of the Province's
potential wealth.
THE RED BLOCKS surround the green block. These
signify the loyalty and devotion to Crown and Country of
our Lovalist Settlers, the New Brunswick regiments and all
our peoples. The block also contains the grey and gold of
the Province's Coat of Arms and the Regimental Crest.
Because the first weaving of the design was commissioned
for Lord Beaverbrook, the Province's eminent benefactor,
the red blocks are highlighted by "beaver"' brown.
We are indebted to Lt.Col. Douglas Bursey command
ing The Royal New Brunswick Regiment for sending us the
leaflet which gave us the above information.
«

«

* ft

The Colonel of the Regiment's visitors' book, contains
very few names this month. Major C". F. Willis was one of
the first to sign, having returned from H.Q., B.A.O.R.,
and has now taken over the duties of Training Major and
Adjutant of the 4th. 5th Battalion. We welcome C. J.
Pearson to the Regiment from the R.M.A. Sandhurst, he
has now joined the 1st Battalion.
General Sir Gerald Lathbury, G.O.C.inC, Eastern
Command paid a visit to the Depot during the month. Maj.
N. C. Snowdon, the Brigade Adjutant, Home Counties
Brigade, was also present.
Finally we welcome I. W. Jackson, who is probably
one of the last of the National Service Officers who will
be joining the Regiment, he is due to proceed to Ghana
shortly.
ft

«

>s ft

Recently we were asked for a copy of the Regimental
Collect, and feel it might be worth while recording it in
the Queen's Own Gazette:

O
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it please thee so to lead The Queen's Own Royal West
Kent Regiment that by well doing we may glorify thee
(ii) both in our bodies and in cur spirits (iii), through the
same Jesus Christ our Lord.
(i) (a) Philippians i. 11. "The fruits of righteousness,
which are by Jesus Christ unto the glory of God."'
(b) Motto: "Quo fas et gloria ducunt."
(ii) (a) Matthew v. 16. "Let your light so shine before
men that they may see your good works, and
glorify your father, which is in heaven."
(b) Motto: "Quos fas et gloria ducunt."
(iii)

I Corinthians vi. 20. "Glorify God in your body
and your spirit, which are God's."



BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AND DEATHS
BIRTHS
FLETCHER—On September 1st, at the Louise Margaret
Hospital, Aldershot, to Mary and Capt. J. S. Fletcher,
The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, a
daughter (Patricia Mary Spencer), a sister for Richard.
DURTNELL—On August 15th. at the British Military
Hospital, Hanover, to Gillian and Capt. R. J. Durtnell,
The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, a
daughter (Rosanne Michele).
DUFFIELD—On August 1st, I960, at Old Tree Maternity
Home, Launceston, Cornwall, to Myra and Brian, a
son, Jeremy Brian. Brother for Lynne. Deo Gratias.

OBITUARY
GRAHAM JASPER HOLLANDS
He was attested on 19th November. 1896, for the 19th
Hussars, but transformed to the Royal West Kent Regiment
on 5th February, 1897. Posted to 2nd Bn. 25th May, 1897,
to the 1st Bn. 10th January, 1897, and back to 2nd Bn.
20th October, 1912.
He served in India and Malta, and came to Shorncliffe
with the 1st Bn. 1st December, 1902. Back to Malta in 1904
and to Dover in 1906. Thence to the 2nd Bn. in India 29th
October, 1912.
During the 1st Great War he was with Expedition Force
" D," but went back to India on 16th October, 1915, and
remained there until the 15th November, 1933, when he
returned for discharge to pension on 1st December, 1933,
after a total of 37 years 13 days.
He left the Regiment for the Indian unattached list on
1st December, 1925, to join the Signals. He was promoted
sergeant on 2nd April, 1932.
Whilst in India he qualified as a 1st Class Signaller, and
also passed in Pushton. Urdu and Somali.

The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment

He was in possession of the 191418 Star, B.W. and
Victory Medals, and the L.S. and G.C.M.

THE COLLECT

Admitted to the Royal Hospital Chelsea as an In
Pensioner on 14th July. 1960, at the age of 81, and proceeded
direct to the Infirmary at Leatherhead, where he died on
the 7th August, 1960.

GOD. THE FATHER OF OUR LORD JESUS
CHRIST, who has taught us by his Holy Apostle that
the fruits of righteousness are to thy glory (i). May
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Dear Sir,
Just a short line to let you know that one of our Old
Comrades, Mr. Bogy Childs, has had a very bad stroke
some weeks back. Today I went along to see him. I must
say he is going on fine, and he wishes to be remembered to
all his old pals, so if you could put this in Q.O.G. please
do so.

MR. HARRY CHILDS
ExR.S.M. and M.S.M. and a life member of the
London Branch, and a very good one at that, this man
joined the Rgt. in 1897, and was discharged in 1920. Now
at the age of 79 years, he has had one of the worst illnesses
a man can have. Today, Sunday, 4th September, I went
along to see this old sweat, and he was very cheerful after
all he has gone through.
He wishes to thank all who know him. not forgetting
any other branch who happen to know him. So to Bogy
Childs, we wish you well again, hope to see you soon at the
Cranbourn and let's hear your voice once again. Good
luck Mr. Childs.
Timber Marchant, Welfare Officer, L.B.

PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS
Extracts from London Gazette Supplements
REGULAR ARMY
Col. A. Martyn, O.B.E., (44138) late Inf. retires on
retired pay, 25th August, I960. (Reserve Liability).
Col. A. R. Flyer, O.B.E., (52508), late Inf., to be Brig.,
2nd May, 1960.
Maj. J. H. Brock (172341) retires on retired pay, 7th
September, I960. (Reserve Liability).
Regular Army Reserve of Officers (Class III)
Lt. K. Cannell (444780) from T.A. Nat. Serv. List to be
Lt., 17th August, 1960, retaining his present seniority.
Lt. K. H. Groombridge (44183) from A. E. Res. of
Ofl'rs., Nat. Serv. List, to be Lt., 6th July, I960, retaining
his present seniority.
Lt. S. B. Cooper (444945) from A.E. Res. of Offrs.,
Nat. Serv. List, to be Lt., 10th September, I960, retaining
his present seniority.
Territorial Army Reserve of Officers
Lt. William James Gibbs (445497), (Res. of Oll'rs.) to
be Lt., 31st May, I960, with seniority 2nd December, 1958.
Readers are reminded that we can supply copies of
" T h e Q.O.G." to their relatives for the modest sum of
Five Shillings, post free.
Ask your Company Commander to make the neces
sary arrangements.

is needed . . .
Y o u m a y t h i n k it is u n b e l i e v a b l e that
t h e r e a r e still m a n y cases of great h a r d s h i p
a m o n g e x  s o l d i e r s a n d t h e i r d e p e n d a n t s that
c a n n o t b e h e l p e d b y official s c h e m e s of
relief, b u t it is a t r u e fact.
T h e A r m y Benevolent F u n d is t h e
parent b o d y of all regimental charities a n d
provides financial aid to t h o s e charities
w h i c h g i v e personal a t t e n t i o n to i n d i v i d u a l
cases i n n e e d a n d cases of real h a r d s h i p
w h e r e it is impossible to raise life a b o v e a
bare restricted existence.
Y o u r h e l p is badly n e e d e d because
t h e calls o n t h i s F u n d a r e i n c r e a s i n g
considerably.
Please g i v e all y o u c a n afford as a t o k e n
of gratitude to t h e m e n w h o g a v e s o m u c h
for you.

SUPPPORT THE

ARMY BENEVOLENT
FUND
Patron: HIS LATE MAJESTY THE KING
 Donations may be sent to The President, The Army
Benevolent Fund. 20 Grosvenor Place, London, 3 W 1
or paid Into any Bank In Great Britain or N. Ireland
Registered Under The War Charities Act. 1940.

This space donated by W. Nash Ltd., St. Pauls Cray, Kent
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! : News
ISt

from

BATTALION

W

E were all clue (o go on
leave this
m onth
(except the Band and Drums
for whom August is a peak
month) but a number of out
side commitments made it
necessary to extend the block
leave
period.
Everyone
should be back by the first
week in September, in time
for our collective training at
Stanford.

t
^

The Band and Drums have
had a busy and most success
ful programme: this has
ranged through passingout
parades, Carnivals in the
County and as far away as
the Isle of Wight, The Buffs
. Remembrance Day, A.C.F.
Jy Parade at Crowborough and
[
an unusual, enjoyable and
particularly successful visit
to Boulogne.

The large party of all
ranks who had been running a Cadet Camp at Kinmel Pane
in North Wales under Major David Blum returned in the
first week of the month. They had a very busy time but
from the letters we have received appear to have done a
very good job in spite of appalling weather. We also
received congratulations on the hard work put in by a
party from "D" Company under Sergeant Gordon who
helped to run the R.M.A. Sandhurst Camp in Northern
Ireland.
A draft of 41 arrived from the Depot on 8th August
and have now completed fairly strenuous continuation
training devised by Captain Cecil West. Amongst them
was Cpl. Skinner, late "C" Company in B.A.O.R., whom
we welcome back to the Regiment.

Battalions :

ii

ally getting down to some real soldiering again after two
years of "boffinery."
We say goodbye to Major Pat Elgood who has been
secondincommand for more than a year and wish him
good luck in his new staff appointment in H.Q. B.O.A.R.
He and Mrs. Elgood together with Giles (M7) and Jasper
(M4) will be greatly missed in the Battalion. C.S.M.
George Bradshaw has also left us after nearly 23 years
in the Regiment: an enthusiastic boxer and weapon train
ing instructor and a great moraleraiser, we wish him
every good fortune in his new job at the London Docks.
Mr. Mike Clinch is now learning Arabic as a first step
towards joining Lt.Col. Mike Read amongst the red Bal
morals of The Sultan of Muscats' Armed Forces: we wish
him good luck in his new surroundings.
We nearly had to say goodbye too. to the Adjutant,
Captain Mike Newall, who had a trial of strength between
his A35 and a one tonner — and was runnerup —
fortunately without damage to himself.
Congratulations to Mr. John Holman on his engage
ment and on his promotion to Lieutenant. We also con
gratulate L.Cpl. Stolton and Ptes. Brownett, Goodwin.
Piper and Smith on their marriages, Captain Peter Leigh,
Sgt. Coleman, Cpl. Wallace and L.Cpl. Cheeseman on an
increase in strength.
Ptes. Kirby and Ewen have continued their cycling
successes. In the Eastern Command 25 mile cycle road
race Kirby was first and Ewen fourth in the Open Class,
and Ewen won the Handicap Class.
Sailing has been a popular activity and the three
boats purchased from a grant from the Nuffield Trust have
been busy at Dover and also as far afield as Bexhill.
The officers are very grateful to Colonel Wingfiekl"
Stratford and Lieutenant Colonel I. R. Lovell for their
generosity in letting the Mess have their shot guns which
we expect to put to good use this season both locally and
at Stanford.
A framed photograph of our Trooping the Colour
Parade has been presented to The Montgomery Soldiers
Home in Shorncliffe. This canteen will be well known to
many past members of the Regiment.

Some members of "Sp" Company are preparing to
receive fan mail as a result of their participation in a War
Department film on Physical Training—they were relieved
to find that this break into the film business did not involve
them in any violent physical activity.

We are now getting ready for an active month of
collective training at Stanford: we shall be based at East
Wretham Camp from 10th September until 10th October.
This period will be a welcome change from our activities
over the last three months.

We welcome Mr. Chris Pearson from Sandhurst, our
first new Regular officer for a very long time, and hope
he will have a long and happy career in the Regiment.
Another welcome return is that of Mr. Peter Hiscock from
the Royal Military College of Science: he is enthusiastic

Finally, our Regular recruiting is showing a very slow
improvement. The Home Counties Brigade recruiting
kiosk has been in action under Sgt. Laming and the
Battalion recruiting van has also been visiting fetes and
other functions in the County. We hope that all our
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readers appreciate how vital to us is the attraction of
Regular recruits and that they will all do their utmost to
encourage young men to join the Regiment. This is an
activity by which everyone past and present, can perfom
a real and urgent service to their Regiment.
ORDER OF BATTLE

long white haired gentleman who decreed that for driving
at excessive speed the cost should be £7 each, which was
payed very grudgingly.
Our next appearance will be from Stanford, where we
shall be from early September to early October trying our
hands at more training of a strenuous type.
Demob Happy.

1st Battalion

A

number of readers have asked that the 1st Bn. Order
of Battle should appear at intervals in the Gazette.
The following are the appointments held in the Bn. as at
31st August, 1960.
Bn. Headquarters
C.O.—Lt.Col. D. H. Gwilliam, M.B.E.
2.1.C.—Major P. N. Elgood.
Training Officer.—Major E. G. Woodman, M.C.
Adjutant.—Capt. M. R. M. Newall.
Assistant Adjutant/10.—Capt. I. D. Pvbus.
R.S.M—R.S.M. A. G. Parker. M.B.E.
O.R.Q.M.S.—O.R.Q.M.S. Marshall. B.E.M.
Drum Major.—D.M. Clark.
Headquarters Coy.
O.C.—Major D. S. Scull.
2.1.C.—Capt. P. J. Goodwin.
P.R.I.—Capt. P. S. Leigh. M.C.
M.T.—Capt. L. A. Mannering.
Signals.—Capt. G. F. Cleaver, C/Sgt. F. Gooch.
Q.M.—Lieut. E. J. W. Hoggart.
R.Q.M.S.—R.Q.M.S. G. V. I. Simpson. M.B.E.
"A" Coy.
O.C.—Major D. E. Blum.
2.1.C.—Major E. C. S. Osborne.
Platoon Commanders.—Lt. J. C. Holman, 2/Lt. J. E.
Gerelli, 2/Lt. R. J. Pickering.
C.S.M.—C.S.M. G. Levett.
C.Q.M.S.—C/Sgt. Kelly.
" C " Coy.
O.C.—Major A. W. Franklin.
Platoon Commanders.—2/Lt. R. F. Schooling, 2/Lt. J.
B. Coles.
C.S.M.—C.S.M. R. Palmer.
C.Q.M.S.—C/Sgt. Williams.

"A" COMPANY
After the trooping of the colour, life settled down into
what we have come to recognise as "Barracks Routine."
However, we weren't able to enjoy this state of affairs
for very long as in midJuly the Company en masse was
moved to Kinmal Park near Rhyl, where they spent about
a month doing fatigues and such like.
On their return one could hear such phrases as
"Home, sweet home", and "Who said they don't have
monsoons in England".
They claim the weather was very poor. So poor, in
fact, that they had only three days when it didn't rain. To
compensate for the bad weather there appeared to be a
plentiful supply of beer and female company.
At the time of writing the Company is on, what the
boys call, a wellearned leave and are not due back until
the 5th of September.
Privates Aide and Dick Moore came before a very

" C " COMPANY
The rain in Wales falls mainly on Boddelwydan. I think
it does. I'm sure it does! We can authoritatively state that
it also sometimes falls near Aber Rifle Range and Mount
Snowdon; we know, because we got wet. These statements
are liquid fact. For the benefit of the unitiated Boddelwhat
not is the village next door to Kinmel Park Camp.
There was one fine day in early August, spent by 2/Lt.
Schooling, Cpl. Berry and supporting cast, having their
" patrol" filmed. We feel that this is a compliment for which
they should take a quick bow—before anybody has a chance
to see the results on a screen!
There was also time for the proprietor of a certain
nearby "local" to be offered free, some pungent and
deserved comments on the quality of the liquid sold therein
which was claimed to be beer!
We left North Wales on 5th August with few regrets.
Kinmel Park resembling a duckpond rather than a camp at
the time. And so to block leave, taken this year in a rather
damp August.

" D" COMPANY
Your correspondent has had to scratch his head rather
more thoughtfully than usual this month for material
suitable for inclusion in thesj notes.
The Coy. disappeared (literally and to wit hastily) on
Block Leave on the afternoon of 12th August, 1960, and
although individual leave activities will doubtless be
interesting they are unlikely in the main to be suitable for
publication in these notes. (If the editor of La Vie
Parisienne is interested, however, material can be furnished
at the usual terms plus 10 per cent departmental expenses).
Block Leave is scheduled to finish on 5th September.
We have recently read, rather smugly, in our papers of the

Read,
Your County Newspaper,
Published Fridays, price 4d.

KENT
MESSENGER
The County Paper of Kent
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sudden move to Kenya whilst on block leave of our late
colleagues in 19 Bde., 1 D.W.R. We are keeping our
fingers crossed and our leave locations dark just in case!
Since the last Q.O.G. notes were written little of great
note has happened, as we have been pretty well permanent
Duty Coy. We have, however, been out in the Country on
training on several occasions with residue of the Company
who were not needed for fatigues.
Sgt. Leiper has returned from Rhyl and 2/Lt. Gilling
ham was briefly observed in camp changing into civilian
clothes before "Whizzing" (1 almost wrote "proceeding"
but that term is far too ponderous to describe the occur
rence) off on leave until 22nd August, when he returns to
command the "rump" of the Coy.
Lt. Hiscock is temporarily attached to Special Coy.
helping out with Draft training, and 2/Lt. Martindale and
Sgt. Shields are still up at Rhyl with the Rear Party, whilst
Sgt. Gordon is committed daily to St. Mary's Bay A.C.F.
Camp where he is instructing "a lot of nippers not two
tinpots high" (as he tastefully describes them) in Drill and
W.T.
One event of unusual note to report is that "D" Coy.
were invited to enter a tug o' war team in the Newington
Village Carnival. Unfortunately we drew in the first pull
against the team who have won the event for the last four
years. These massive individuals straight from their
ploughs and potato lifting, beat us and went on to win
the competition. However it was an enjoyable evening and
coconuts, goldfish and a fruit cake were taken home as
trophies from the side shows, as some compensation.
Next month we shall be going up at Stanford P.T.A.
doing collective training, and doubtless there will be plenty
to report—meanwhile 1 must close off in order to complete
my leave pass and application for rail warrant.
From our special correspondent en route for Butlins.

SUPPORT COMPANY
Readers may recall that "B" Training Company was
placed in suspended animation a short while ago and the
erstwhile training staff dispersed to their respective holes
elsewhere. Support Company, however, became responsible
for training and a training platoon was formed.
While the rest of the Company have been enjoying
their leave there has been feverish activity in and around
the Training Platoon for a draft of 41 has arrived and had
to be given three weeks continuation training. The training
staff in the form of W.O. II Bradshaw (who leaves us and
the Army on 28 August), W.O. II RossGower (who
replaces him as Weapon Training expert) and Sgt. Dawson
have been reinforced by Lt. Hiscock and 2/Lt. Pickering.
Ptes. Graham (Ammunition Storeman), Woodward (Pam
phlet librarian) and Hollingsworth (training storeman), all
formerly of "B" Company have kept the wheels turning
helped by nameless "volunteers" from the Support Com
pany rear party who nave provided demonstrations, work
ing parties and enemy by day and night.
Those who knew C.Sgt. Brown will appreciate that
all has not been still and peaceful around the Company
lines. He has taken the opportunity while the majority
of the Company have been away to do a comprehensive

sort out. Grass has been cut, Stores have been sorted,
renewed, burnished and painted, linoleum has been laid,
and in general those whose leave expired or who were
ineligible for leave have not been allowed time to bemoan
their lot.
Last month we mentioned that the Company had
moved to some new accommodation. This we think will
be an improvement on the last. The rooms are bright and
airy although painted in evil colours and the office and
store accommodation is very much better. We are indeed
lucky.
On the 18th August we said farewell to Taylor 97,
and Iveson of the M.M.G. PI. and Moorcroft of the
3" M.O.R. PI. We wish them luck in their chosen careers
and hope to see something of them in the future.
Since the last notes were written Pte. Close and L/Cpl.
Haddon have married, and Sgt. Gates, Sgt. Coleman and
L/Cpl. Dawney have become fathers.
We now eagerly await the return of the Company
from leave so that the burden may once more be evenly
spread. We shall have two hectic weeks before we go to
Stanford for the autumn training.

H.Q. COMPANY
The last month has seen Headquarter Company working
at greatly reduced strength, as many of the Company have
been on leave, whilst others have been in North Wales at
the Cadet Camp at Kinmel Park.
The Company Office is at present working under the
eagle eye of C/Sgt. Gooch, who is acting as C.S.M. in the
absence of the C.S.M. on leave. The C.S.M., anxiously
waiting to see if he is going to get his redundancy, is eagerly
looking forward to the start of the football season and
assures us all that Port Vale are certain to gain promotion
and win the Cup as well.
Cpl. Doug Wright, the Company Orderly Sergeant, is
at present handing over his duties to Cpl. Chris Tudor, as
at the time of writing he has only " three days to do." We
wish him all the best in Civvy Street and no doubt we will
soon hear that he has taken the plunge and got married.
There has recently been a new arrival in the Company
Stores, namely Sgt. Samson, whom we congratulate on his
recent promotion, and who has once again decided that
Army life is preferable to Civvy Street, and has signed on
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for another three years. C/Sgt. Tillman is also at present on
leave but the Company Stores are continuing to function
smoothly under the Acting C.Q.M.S., namely Sgt. Vale,
who seems to be enjoying the change from his duties as
Provost Sgt. We note with envy that Pte. " Ossie " Osborne,
of the G1098 Stores has joined the ever growing ranks of
storemen who can afford to run their own transport.
The Arms Store has recently been a hive of activity,
preparing the weapons for the Armourer's inspection, but
now that this is over all one hears from them is cries of
" days to do." Both L/Cpl. Johnny Green and Pte. Sid
Barham are leaving the Army in the next few days and we
wish them all the best in Civvy Street, but we are expecting
to see L/Cpl. Johnny Green back very shortly as we don't
think that he will be able to get a job where he can spend
12 hours a day playing snooker. In their places we welcome
Pte. Ratcliffe, from the Intelligence Section, and Pte. Trott
from the Quartermaster's Stores.
Signal Platoon
Hello all stations, we are once again tuned in to the
frequency of The Queen's Own Gazette.
In the past month life has been very hectic for the
Signal Platoon. To start with 12 of the Platoon, under Cpl.
Bartlett, have been acting as duty policemen and storemen
at Rhyl. For the unlucky few back at camp, duties have
been fast and furious; on top of this we have moved all
stores and office equipment to a new location. With what

little time has been left we have been doing all the training
possible, in both line and wireless. There have been a num
ber of exercises of which one was laying telephone lines at
Dover with an attempt to work an exchange area under Cpl.
Hurst and assisted by Ptes. Watkins, Goodwin, Neville
Robinson and Norris. While the remainder of the Platoon
were doing their best to get lost, at this very moment the
Platoon are somewhere in the unknown on yet another
exercise.
Shortly we will be saying farewell to Cpl. Cory Bartlett,
Ptes. Smudge Smith and Pip Piper, who are returning to
Civvy Street taking their tales of Cyprus with them. The
Platoon wishes all the best to Pte. Goodwin, who has signed
on for life as a married man, hoping his amalgamation will
be a long and happy one.
One more duty has fallen on one member of the Signal
Platoon and that is Company Sergeant Major of H.Q.
Company, and this is being mastered very well in the
capable hands of C/Sgt. Gooch.
M.T. Section
The leaves, softly turning a golden hue, are beginning
to fall, the air has that slight nip in it and it is obvious we
have seen the last of the summer for another year, and
Autumn is drawing on.
Nearly everyone in the section has enjoyed some leave
and although the summer weather has not been up to
standard, just to get away for a few days has been worth
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while. One of the section managed, however, to spend a
very enjoyable holiday on the French Riviera.
A full effort is now being made to get every vehicle
roadworthy for the Battalion training at Stanford starting
on September 11th. At the moment there are very few
vehicles off the road and our R.E.M.E. Sergeant is finding
plenty of time for his morning and afternoon tea in the
M.T. office. Incidently, he is trying hard to hide his pleasure
at finding out that he is being posted to 22 Comp., Divl.
Locating Bty. R.A., Larkhill, in December. No longer will
he have to spend every weekend whiling the time away
whittling wood in his bunk, because he will be much nearer
home. We congratulate Cfn. Peters and Cfn. Durrant on
passing Trade Tests. They have now reached the dizzy
heights of vehicle mechanics 2nd Class, but we note they
have both applied for postings to the Far East. Our R.E.M.E.
Sergeant has drawn his own conclusions from this. We were
sorry to have to say goodbye to Cpl. Bell, R.E.M.E., who
unfortunately was forced to leave the Army on Medical
grounds, but we welcome his electrical successor, Cpl.
Johnson, R.E.M.E. We trust that with his qualifications,
Cpl. Bell will find a good appointment in civvy street.
After weeks of hard preparation the Home Counties
District Motor Cycle Trial took place in July, and pleasing
results were obtained by various members of the M.T. In
the "A" team Sgt. Taylor was third individual " expert"
rider, while Pte. Mummery was "novice" runnerup. Of
the " B " team Sgt. Ticehurst finished right out in front as
" novice " champion; Pte. Pearson and Cpl. Potts obtained
certificates of merit. Well done, all concerned. We should
also thank Capt. Mannering and his band of "volunteers"
from the Battalion who braved adverse weather to set up
and efficiently run the hazards section of the trial.
The last of the 20 drivers who went to Kinmel Park,
Wales, are now back with us and are very glad to be so
judging from what we hear about conditions there. It was
typical and touching, however, to see one of our drivers
get out of the train at Folkestone Station with a large black
dog trailing devotedly behind him. Men and dog have now
settled back into the snug life of sunny Shorncliffe.
We must congratulate the M.T.O.'s batman on at last
passing his driving test after being nine months a learner.
His reward has been to take over the water truck to keep it
clean and roadworthy.
This month we say goodbye to yet another National
Service Draft, but in exchange we welcome another to keep
the M.T. up to strength.
THE MEKON FANS.
Band
Inundated with woik, and gradually trying to find my
way to the surface I discover that its time once again to
pen a few more lines for you stalwarts who regularly look
for the Band Notes (whether they be right or wrong) in
" The Buster." Life is still very hectic for us and our biggest
enemy is our old friend " time," he just won't stand still and
give us a chance to catch up, but keeps moving relentlessly
on . . . and so must I.
Our last notes closed with our visit to Hastings to play
for their Carnival Procession, so let me take up the saga
from there. Friday, 8th July, we were at Howe Barracks,
Canterbury, to play for the last intake for " The Buffs "
Passing Out Parade, and the following day we were at
Springfield. Maidstone, playing at the Chairman of the
Council's Garden Fete, rain threatened to ruin the whole
day, but fortunately it cleared in the afternoon, and
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although it was a trifle wet underfoot, I hope that our play
ing kept the guests happy. Saturday, 16th July, we attended
"The Buffs' At Home." They had really laid it on, and the
weather was perfect. Amongst other attractions were the
boys from the Band of The Duke of York's R.M. School,
Dover, who gave a marching display and nearly drove our
Bandmaster frantic by playing " Sunset" at 3 p.m., also the
Band and Dancers from The Queen's Own Nigerian
Regiment. We closed the day massed with our friends of
The Buffs Band by beating Retreat—yes you have guessed
correctly, we also played " Sunset" hence the Bandmaster's
liver. The following day we were on our home ground for
our own Regimental Reunion. As you all know, Her Royal
Highness once again brought the sunshine with her, and
the day turned from drab and drear to sunshine and bright
ness. The Band were, as usual, kept very busy throughout
the day, and we hope that we didn't disappoint any of you
with our performances. The Buffs Band and Drums came
over in the afternoon, and together we gave a repeat per
formance of the previous day's " Retreat." It was good to
see a lot of the old faces once again, Mac and Rene
McCracken (age shall not weary him) Lackery Wood, Blade
Marshall, Ernie Breen (with corporation) Bill Hore, Albert
Mansfield and George the Porge Healey, in fact altogether
there were 21 Healeys present at the Reunion.
On Saturday, the 23rd July, we played at Shipbourne
for the High Sheriff of Kent's Garden Party. Monday, the
25th, at Ramsgate for the choosing of Miss Ramsgate, and
on the 26th and 27th we were back at the Depot once again
for the Passing Out Parade. Sunday, 31st July, we played at
Tunbridge Wells, Calverly Grounds in the afternoon and
the Assembly Rooms in the evening, what a wonderful
audience we had for both performances, they were most
appreciative and it was a real joy to play for them.
This month we have said a sad farewell to " Mick
Luckett " who has decided to have a bash at Civvy Street,
we would like to wish him the very best of luck for the
future. In turn the gaps have been filled with new arrivals,
namely " Squirrel " Coit and Kenny Thacker, we are sure
that they will enjoy themselves with us as long as they can
stand the pace.
This is all for now except to ask you old sweats what
you think of a Band N.C.O. who travels from Shorncliffe
to Otford near Sevenoaks via Oxted in Surrey, Godstone,
Edenbridge and East Grinstead. Benjy has nothing on
Jackopatzi, because Jackopatzi has a map, even if he can't
read it.
IV. V. I:
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4 th/ 5 th

BATTALION

A

TTAVING put off the evil day for as long
AX as possible your new editor now at
tempts to pick up the pen laid down by his
predecessor. Many professional soldiers can
fa iiiaaj? w r ' t e a tolerable military paper, but the
ability to write readable nonmilitary prose
such as was possessed by Hugh Brock is rare
amongst regulars and you must bear with his
successor if future editorials fail to reach the high standards
set in the past. Nor is this month's task made any easier by
the fact that August has been a comparatively uneventful
month battalionwise, the main training event being the
rifle meeting held at Lydd on 27/28 August. A full report
on this event appears elsewhere so comment here is limited
to a pious hope that we shall do better next year when we
will try and separate the T.A. decentral competitions from
the actual rifle meeting with the object of making our efforts
in the former rather more effective and in the latter rather
more enjoyable. To make a reasonable showing in com
petition shooting we must practise and train, and this we can
only do effectively if we can so organise things that we have
the rifle meeting in say July, and then fire the competitions
off in say September or October. As for the rifle meeting,
this should be a domestic affair with a wide appeal to all
and not purely an exercise for the Bn gladiators, as it must
be if it is cluttered up with interunit matches of various
sorts.
Before leaving military matters a few words on the H.Q.
Company contribution may not come amiss and may, it is
hoped, serve to get an old problem in the proper perspec
tive.
This writer cannot remember a time in the past 20
years when the radio equipment issued to infantry battalions,
both Regular and T.A.. was considered by its users to be
other than most inadequate. Furthermore, recent experience
with two other European armies has shown this attitude on
the part of infantry battalion users towards radio equipment
is international and not peculiar to the English. Thus it may
seem, such is the inevitable gap between design and produc
tion, that this particular situation will always be with us.
However, if we can believe the press there are plans to issue
some, at least, of the newest range of radio equipment to
the T.A. in the not so distant future so we can safely assume
that our difficulties are known to others in higher places.
On the sporting side we must mention the traditional
annual cricket match versus 257 Field Regt. (T.A.) which
was played on the Head at Tonbridge .School on Sunday,
21st August. Because of holidays, etc., we had difficulty in
raising a team at all, and the rather scratch eleven who
finally appeared nobly upheld our honour and managed to
get the Field Regt. (who were at full strength) all out for
211. However, our batting was just not good enough, in
spite of a courageous stand of 26 by Mike Nyren, and we
were dismissed for 81. With our best team we clearly would
have given them a good run for their money, and as it was
we did pretty well to dismiss a fairly strong eleven for 211
when we had not got one recognised bowler in our team.
Finally we come to arrivals and departures. Our Q.M.
Major Bert Blake, who first joined the T.A. as a P.S.I, in
1939 and served for most of the war in both the 4th and 5th
battalions, has decided to go out into the harsh world of

commerce and by the time you read this he will be on his
terminal leave. Major Blake has done two postwar tours
with this battalion, and his gain (we hope) is our loss (we
know). He has been relieved by Major Gill from the Queen's
Surreys, who whilst new to the T.A. will we hope fit in
with us and our curious ways just as well as did his pre
decessor and nobody could possibly hope for more than
that.
Then as you will all know if you read last month's
notes, Major Brock after four years with the 4/5 R.W.K.
has finally departed complete with " golden bowler " and by
the time you read this he will have started teaching at
Ashford School.
We wish both him and Major Blake the very best of
luck in their new careers and trust we shall see them from
time to time.

BATTALION RIFLE MEETING
The Bn. Rifle Meeting was held at Lydd ranges on
Saturday and Sunday 27th and 28th August. About 120
members of the Bn. assembled at Clarke Camp on the
Saturday and put in some practice in readiness for the
serious shooting on the Sunday. The Bn. and Coy. teams
fired in the various Territorial Army Rifle Association
decentral competitions as well as Inter Company Falling
Plate Shoots, Officers v. Sgts. match, etc.
The results of the meeting were as follows:
Points
Inter Coy. Rifle Shoot
Winners " B " Coy
Runnersup Sp. Coy

353
336

Best Rifle Shot
Winner C/Sgt. Amber, " B " Coy
Runnerup L/Cpl. Brooks, " A " Coy

73
71

L.M.G. Competition—Best Coy. Pair
Major J. L. Large and C/Sgt. W. Jenner
of Sp. Coy

47

Young Soldier Best Rifle Shot
Winner Pte. Everson, " D " Coy
47
Runnerup Pte. Beanland, " B " Coy
47
(This shoot was decided on the result of Practice
One at 500 yards.)
Inter Coy. Falling Plate Competition
Winners H.Q. Coy who knocked out Sp. Coy.
in the final.
Officers v. Sgts. Falling Plate Competition
Winners Officers.
It proved to be a very popular and interesting week
end. The weather for once was excellent, and the light per
fect for shooting and everybody enjoyed the weekend.
Trophies and prizes were presented at the conclusion
of the meeting by Lt.Col. A. R. H. Waring, T.D., our
Commanding Officer.
We were delighted to see the Honorary Colonel of the
Bn., Col. G. E. L. Paraington, M.B.E., T.D., on Sundav
morning, unfortunately he was unable to stay with us until
the end of the meeting.
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NEWS FROM COMPANIES
"H.Q." COMPANY
The Brigade Signals Exercise held in the middle of
July was of particular interest to H.Q. Company, not so
much as an exercise in itself, but because of the way in
which it brought home to us yet again the inadequacy for
mobile operations of the radio sets still on general issue
with the T.A. Infantry Brigade. It is vital that any co
ordinated force taking part in a mobile battle—and this
exercise was nothing if not mobile—should have an effective
network for communication and command, but not even
the most highly trained signaller can maintain contact if his
set has not the technical capabilities required. Thus the
limitations of the sets at present on issue imposed restrictions
on the siting of headquarters, which made the principles of
dispersal, concealment and maintenance of good communi
cations very difficult to reconcile. It was quite clear that the
sets were not capable of effective operation over the dis
tances we had to cover, and the situation deteriorated still
further when technical trouble with the sets themselves led
to an almost complete breakdown in communications.
When, in this particular exercise, the battalion net
worked very well it was due entirely to the unrealistic
siting " for exercise purposes" of company H.Q.'s in a
close semicircle round Bn. H.Q. If the companies had
actually been located on the ground in the widely dispersed
positions they were theoretically occupying according to the
battle map we should certainly have had no radio com
munications at all.
This problem cannot be solved by having more highly
trained signals personnel—not even the best operator can
overcome the technical limitations of his set. The answer
really lies in our being issued with robust and realistic new
sets with a performance equal to the tasks we are likely to
have for them. It is understood that such sets are now in
existence and that we shall be issued with them in due
course, although past experience might seem to indicate that,
where new equipment is concerned, " in due course " usually
indicates " later " rather than " sooner."
However, our 31 sets do have their uses in short range
working, and when we are complimented on our voice
procedure by an officer of the Royal Corps we may be
excused a certain amount of selfsatisfaction. This happened
at Brands Hatch at a race meeting for which we provided
the track radio communications, apparently to the surprised
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envy of the gentleman from the Royal Corps! Whether the
sheep or the dogs appreciated our similarly successful efforts
at the Sheep Dog Trials in Tunbridge Wells seems more
doubtful. Two things, however, are certain and they are,
firstly, that our new signallers do gain confidence in the use
of their sets by doing these jobs and, secondly, that our
presence among the crowds helps to keep our name in the
public eye. (It is also a remarkably effective way of getting
the best view of the event and, according to some, not un
remunerative either!).
It is uncanny that within two days of its installation in
the club room our 3d. fruit machine should have paid 14/
jackpots to Cpl. Locke and to Christine May, daughter of
our caretaker. The rest of the Company are looking for
ward to an illustrated 40minute lecture from Cpl. Locke
entitled, perhaps, " How I misspent my youth with a fruit
machine," or " Pick the right fruit and you're bound to
win."
In welcoming Pte. Jenner to the Company we would
warn him that in the Q.M.'s section you can only hope to
please some of the people some of the time. There are some
people you can never hope to please at all however hard
you try!

"A" COMPANY
From time to time various members of this Company
have taken their turn at penning the monthly notes and
some have siezed the opportunity of having sly digs at their
fellows. Last months scribe was no exception and may yet
find himself the target for a sharpened retaliatory trident,
dipped in ink (G.S.) (Corrosive).
Now what did we do in July (there must have been
something) oh yes, during the night 17/18 August a small
number of us took part in a Brigade Signal exercise based
on a withdrawal from the Lyminge area back towards
Maidstone. Pte. Kelsey did yeoman work as wireless oper
ator for the acting Commanding Officer and, early on,
showed an alarming interest in the intricacies of Slidex. All
Slidex messages received at the Signal Centre thereafter
were viewed with deep suspicion by the harassed staff.
Griddle of course remained, as ever, a riddle.
On the whole, however, the month was very quiet
largely due to the enticements of annual holidays. G. B.
Shaw once said that a " perpetual holiday is a good working
definition of hell " and it must be true since most of our
absentees are now returning to the fold.
On the subject of folds, the flock has increased by the
addition of bandboy Jones (how that name keeps cropping
up) and Pte. Luther (A.C.C.), both of whom are more than
welcome. It is encouraging to see that serving members are
beginning to bring in the recruits, and Cpls. Swatling and
Brooks were responsible for the latest additions. Personal
introductions are much the most satisfactory source of
recruits so, come on you salesmen—get that sales drive
going.
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It has been a fairly quiet month due to members being
on holiday, no doubt August will see us back in the swing
again.
We were very sorry to have to say goodbye to Major
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Brock and R.S.M. Hills, and wish them both every good
luck in their new environment. In their place we welcome
Major Willis and R.S.M. Leach, who paid us a visit during
the month.
Driving instruction has been taking place as usual on
Thursdays, and we are glad to report that Ptes. Turner,
Avon and Burkin successfully negotiated the hazards of
Tonbridge and were passed as qualified drivers. We now
have twelve members of the Coy. who have passed their
test this year, and we still have a list of people waiting for
instruction.
Congratulations to Cpl. and Mrs. Ramm on the birth
of a son, and to Pte. Smith on his recent marriage. Finally
we welcome Ptes. Mohns and Greenacre who joined us on
our return from camp.

"C"

COMPANY

Evening training has continued normally with emphasis
being given to R.T. voice procedure, map reading and
weapon training. We have welcomed Lieut Gibbs to the
Coy., without prejudice since he was at school with Lieut.
Clifford, and a new recruit in Pte. Norris, who was com
missioned during his National Service, but who has now
returned to the Forces to swell our ranks.
We have been very sorry to lose L/Cpl. Sands, who has
been called up for his National Service—to the East Anglian
Brigade! He has been a great asset to the Coy. and we hope
that his time with the East Anglians will not deter him from
reengaging with us on his release in two years time.
We have also been very glad to see Craftsman Corke
—late of the Coy.— at home on leave. We have been
visited by the new Training MajorcumAdjutant, Major
Willis, who, we think, has the right idea and, an old friend
for some of us, R.S.M. Leach. We wish them both the best of
luck.
Saturday, 16th July, saw the Coy., aided and abetted by
Support Coy., running a demonstration of weapons at
Ightham Fete. Later in the afternoon, the Company per
formed in the arena, showing an ambush and the subse
quent section attack by the contents of the ambushed truck.
This was improved by some smart bangs organised by Sgt.
Shapland and by the Q.M's. coloured smoke grenades. We
think we made our mark.
Sunday, 7th August, saw the Coy. on Shoreham Range
where, until lunchtime, fine weather and reasonable shoot
ing were enjoyed. However, after lunch the heavens
descended and shooting was really wet and in vain!
Sgt. Rump has gone to Camp with the A.C.F., and
Sgt. Palmer has taken over the Club Bar for a while. We
have not seen Capt. George for a long while, but we under
stand he has been to B.H.Q. Capt. Stacey has been a pillar
of strength in the Coy., especially 'since the Company
Commander moved house and now parades with paintpot
in one hand and a tin of dryrot and wood worm killer in
the other.
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late on Tuesday and Thursday evenings. Is there no one in
the Coy. without one?
We are not attempting any weekend training until the
effects of the Camp have worn off, but in the meantime we
have been concentrating on weapon training during the
evenings and hope that the benefit will be noticeable when
we come to fire our classification course next month.
The 2/I.C. has put in a reappearance this month after
a considerable absence. His return has received a mixed
reception. Some of the Coy., not knowing him, thought he
was a prospective recruit, while certain of the more senior
members supressed the view that his absence had hardly
been noticed at all. Whatever the reception, he, at any rate,
looked pleased to be back as a "regular attender"!!?
Preparations are afoot for several weekends in Octo
ber, and a practice shoot at Southborough has been organ
ised for the recruits for the weekend before classification.
Sgt. Chitticks is now firmly entrenched behind the
second desk in the Company Office, but he has not yet had
to resort to his predecessor's cry of " It's taken me 21 years
to get in that chair; clear out," in order to reserve it for
himself.
Last, but by no means least, we welcome Ptes. Mather
and Wright, who have joined us, and potential Pte. Everson,
who will be joining us at the beginning of next month.

SUPPORT COMPANY
Our evening training has continued this month, but
our main activities have been centred around weekends.
On 2nd July we held a display of Company weapons at
Dartford Grammar School, for their Corps Day. This is now
becoming an annual event for us, and as the School C.C.F.
contingent maintains an exceptionally high standard it is a
pleasure to assist them.
The following Sunday we fired our annual classification
at Milton Ranges, which was an enjoyable day although our
shooting standards were not all that high.
Members of the Coy. assisted " C " Coy. on 16th at
Ightham Fete, and we are glad to hear they gained two new
recruits. The same night Majors Large and Ogilvie attended
the Brigade Signal exercise and two members of the Coy.
acted as despatch riders.
We held a recruiting display of weapons at the Tun
bridge Sheep Dog Trials, but although it created a great
deal of interest we did not gain any recruits at the time
although the payoff may come in the future. Sgt. Scudder
was on a stand in the middle of the field controlling the
wireless net that H.Q. Coy. organised, and it was very
interesting to see that whenever he tried to leave the stand
an obliging sheep dog put him back in again! When Lieut.
Cyster heard that there were going to be some very aggres
sive sheep at the trials he decided, not unnaturally, that he
had seen enough of sheep this season.

" D " COMPANY

The following Sunday was spent on the 30 yards range
and we fired some antique muzzle loaders of 1800 as well
as our more normal weapons.

This month has been very quiet here at Penge, except
for, I should hastily add, the din of departing motorcycles

Finally we are glad to report that we have three new
recruits to swell our numbers.

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

255

training value and pleasant—even the rather wet night
exercise!

lOtT*
REGIMENTAL

DEPOT
r T"^HE

Depot's run of important visitors continued when
A
on 23rd August we were visited by the General
Officer Commanding in Chief General Sir Gerald
Lathbury K.C.B., D.S.O., M.B.E. The General spent
three very full hours with us watching training carried out
by recruits of The Royal Sussex Intake and an Intake of
the East Anglian Regiment. In addition the G.O.C.inC.
visited lunch in the Main Dining Hall, saw some of the
barrack rooms and spoke to all regular soldiers. General
Sir Gerald Lathbury was also entertained to a drink in the
WO.s and Sgts. Mess and to lunch in the Officers Mess.
After lunch he visited the Regimental Museum where
Major Reg Love, the curator, showed him the exhibits.
On the G.O.C.inC.'s arrival a Quarter Guard com
manded by Sgt. Silverside turned out and The General
Salute was blown extremely well by Pte. Skinner on the
Depot silver bugle. All the Guard and the bugler are to be
congratulated on their excellent drill and turn out. The
Quarter Guard was present again as the G.O.C.inC.
departed. Major D. C. Snowdon T.D., was also present
with us on the 23rd, representing the Brigade Colonel. We
were very pleased to have him with us.
The intake of recruits of the East Anglian Regiment,
mentioned earlier, arrived on 4th August. To assist in
training them came Lt. Drummond, Sgt. Parnham, Cpl.
Boggis and Cpl. Greenfield. To welcome them in these
notes when already they have been here virtually the
whole month would be absurd. What should be said is that
it is a pleasure to have these instructors with us and we
wish they could become permanent members of Depot
R.W.K. As for the intake itself, most of its members come
from Hertfordshire. They have settled down extremely
well and will, when they have completed their training,
go to the 1st. Bn. 3rd East Anglian Regiment. On the last
day of the month their interplatoon boxing competition
was held. Much courage and a fair bit of skill was dis
played. On the following night the Senior Intake (Royal
Sussex Regiment) held their competition. They also looked
to have pretty hard hitting and good boxers. When the
interintake competition is held, we look forward to seeing
some very good boxing indeed.
For a fortnight of the month five members of the T.A.
trained at the Depot. From 5th Bulls came Captain Daisey
and Hollies, and from 4/5th R.W.K. came Sgt. Findlay
and Pte's. Wood and Hodges. We much enjoyed having
them with us and hope that they found their stay of good

SecondLt. Chris Pearson spent two days here during
the month on first appointment to the Regiment from
Sandhurst. He has now joined the 1st Battalion.
Administrativly there is some news to report. The
Command of Training Company is now in the hands of
Mr. Bateman who is an experienced Training Company
subaltern. Captain Butler is once more in the Adjutant's
chair Mr. Whitty, on leave, is probably in no chair at all!
One imagines him basking on a delectable sunbaked
beach or tossing coins into Roman fountains. Captain
Norton's voice has been heard on the phone—now we look
forward to seeing him in the flesh!
With the approaching autumn, followed presumably
by winter, old sights are reappearing. After a summer
break the Permanent Staff are training hard again. They
can be seen groaning with unfitness at P.T., tying them
selves in knots at Civil Defence Light Rescue, and mov
ing themselves in quick time on the Square. Hockey and
football too have begun, and the sportsman at these games
were seen last week red in the face and clumsy with their
beginning of season efforts—it is fortunate that there is all
the winter for them to improve in!
There were two sad occasions however, when Cpls.
Higgins and Morris departed from the Depot.
Cpl. Morris, a young National Serviceman, has com
pleted his two years. We wish him the very best of good
fortune and thank him for his outstanding services to the
Depot and Regiment as a Training Company N.C.O. and
a sportsman.
Cpl. "Jack" Higgins has completed 22 years in the
Army. He joined in 1937, and in the war was unfortunate
enough to be taken prisoner by the Japanese. After collect
ing many medals including those of the Korean War, Cpl.
Higgins came to the Depot in December, 1956. Here as an
Administrative and Holding N.C.O. he has earned the
respect and affection of all ranks. Throughout his service
he has accepted only very high standards and has at the
Depot set young soldiers an unfailingly good example. We
wish him the very best of good luck in civilian life. On
24th August he was presented with a tankard from all
members of the Depot by the Commanding Officer.
The writer now closes this month's notes hoping that
"Beehive" has not cribbed any of them!
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The G.O.C.inC. speaks to the Regimental Depot Quarter
Guard, Commander Sergeant Silverside.

General Sir Gerald Lathbury talking to Private Hadlow
whilst inspecting a platoon of regular soldiers.

General Sir Gerald Lathbury talking to Private Buckwell
when inspecting the Platoon of regular soldiers.

Major Reg Love, the Regimental Museum Curator,
shows the G.O.C.inC. some Regimental Exhibits.
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TRAINING COMPANY

Counties Brigade Regiments that are in the Depot increases
with the passing of every day.

With the departure of C.S.M. King, B.E.M., to the
Continent for some leave. Training Company has been
under the ever watchful eye of the R.S.M., and the sweet
complacancy of Training Company is now under lire and
larger than ever muster parades occur with all Training
Company N.C.O.'s on parade. Oh! for the return of the
C.S.M. is now the cry throughout the company.

The main event of this month has been the departure
to "Civvy Street " of Cpls. Morris and Higgins. We will
deal with each departure in turn. Cpl. Morris left us on
18th August with the ever familiar sound of beer bottles.
A large number of the Depot Permanent Staff were seen
moving towards the " Vic " where a rather rousing evening
took place. With so much beer and food, for which thanks
must go to " Ivor and Co. " who helped to make the evening
successful and enjoyable. The communal singing did not
start until very late, and then things started to warm up.
The most your correspondent can tell you about this was
that the " Black Maria" was parked outside, but all the 35
or so members managed to return to the Depot somehow
or other. However. Cpl. Morris finally left Maidstone at
1.45 on Friday afternoon. The other demob took place a
week later but on much more sombre terms. Apart from
the Cpls. Club consuming the free beer as fast as they
could, there was a small presentation to "Jack" Higgins.
but no big glorified " boozeup." We wish to both of them
the very best of luck in "Civvy Street."

August 4th saw the arrival of a new intake of recruits
to be trained at the Depot. The recruits in question belong
to the 3rd East Anglian Regiment and are going through
the work with the help of four members of that Regiment
who have come to help us out during their training. Also a
new regular platoon—Invicta—has been formed especially
for training regular recruits. There are about 16 members
in this platoon under the command of Lieut. Bateman, Sgt.
Coles with Cpl. Burden (512), who has now relinquished
his job as postcorporal, enjoying his first taste of Training
Company activities.
The drive for regular soldiers continues in the Depot,
and with the " friendly " persuasion of the N.C.O.'s they
are seen in ever increasing numbers by the Commanding
Officer. Perhaps it is the thought of extra money or just
sheer unadulterated madness that makes them sign on. To
those who do sign on. always sign on in the Queen's Own
as competition amongst the various rival officers of Home

Now that the cricket season has ended the Depot has
started intense training for the football and hockey seasons
that follow, lt is only hoped that the Depot has as successful
a season at these two sports as they have at cricket, at
which they only lost one game! Members of Training Com
pany who comprised that team of successful cricketers

SEVASTOPOL DAY
Sgts. Silverside and Bonna pouring early morning tea for Ptes. Gatton and Marten, watched by C.S.M. King.
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R.S.M. Collman pouring out early morning tea for
Ptes. Smith and Sime.
include Sgt. Bona, Cpls. Morris (now no longer with us)
Tite, and Lett whose voice behind the stumps frightened
opponents by his ever deafening roar at the slightest chance.
Yet another change has taken place in Training Com
pany Commanders. With Lieut. Whitty on leave in Rome,
Capt. Butler has now taken over again as Adjutant and
Lieut. Bateman as O.C. Training Company.
The month of September already seems to have many
important functions already earmarked. Sevastopol Day on
the 8th, and for two weekends running, the 17th and 24th.
many of the corporals will have to stay behind and help
in functions that occur at that time.
"THE BEEHIVE."

Tel.: REGENT 5915
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National Association for Employment of Regular
Sailors, Soldiers and Airmen
CALLING ALL REGULAR SOLDIERS
DO

YOU

Appointed

Queen's

Own

Kent

KNOW

that there is a Branch of this organisation operating in the
locality of your home?
It is only waiting for a personal call from you, or a
ring on the telephone or a postcard, to gel busy with your
employment problem.
If you have forgotten, lost or have never been told
the address of your Area Jobfinder, apply at any Post
Office, or to your own Regimental Association. They'll be
able to give it to you.

Specially

Also

to

Royal

The
West

Regiment

holds special appointments to

many other

Regiments, and is extensively patronised by Officers
in every branch of Her Majesty's Service, both at
home and abroad.
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i st A.C.F. BATTALION

T

HE 1st A.C.F. Battalion The Queen's Own Royal West
Kent Regiment carried out its annual training at The
T.A. Centre, St. Mary's Bay, Dymchurch; going under
canvas on August 7th until August 21st.
We were greatly assisted in our training and admini
stration by the 1st Battalion of the Regiment, stationed at
Moore Barracks, Shorncliffe, both they and the Home
Counties District went out of their way to place both
training and recreational facilities at our disposal: we were
able to make full use of our range allocations, on Hythe
Ranges, the Command Gymnasium with qualified P.T.
instructors was incorporated in the training programme
and four night exercises, all under 1st Battalion supervision
terminated at Moore Barracks for breakfast, the following
morning, after which the cadets were taken round the bar
racks by the 1st Battalion.
The highlight of annual training, was the Lord
Lieutenant's Banner Presentation Parade, which was held
at Warren Camp, Crowborough, Sussex; when Lord Corn
wallis presented his Banner to the Kent Army Cadet Force
on August 13th.
We were very proud to have the Band and Drums of
the 1st Battalion of the Regiment with us on this occasion;

The County Commandant, Brig. M. D. S. Saunders, talk
ing to Maj. N. S. C. Elmslie, officer commanding the 1st
A.C.F. Battalion. The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment, during a visit to their camp.

Ramsgate Sea Cadets presented arms as Cadets of the 1st Battalion The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment
pass, carrying the new Colours presented to the Kent Army Cadet Force by Lord Cornwallis.
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Finding their position in a mapreading exercise are (left to right) Cpl. Leonard Genery and Cpls. Keith Baker,
Chris Mitchell and Norman Weeks.
whose beating of Retreat made a grand finale to the
parade.
Owing to previous inclement weather, it became neces
sary to change the site of the arena and to delete two
items from the display and the authorities are to be con
gratulated on the excellent arena displays, which they put
on.
The ceremonial parade itself, the massed drums of
R.A. R.E. and Bulfs Cadet Battalions, the Guard Mounting
and Weapon Training competitions were a credit to all
concerned.
The Guard mounting and turnout competition, which
was closely contested for by five cadet Battalions; was won
by the 1st A.C.F. Battalion The Queen's Own Royal West

Kent Regiment: altogether, the Lord Lieutenant's Parade
made a fitting occasion to the Centenary Year: amongst
the spectators, were many fathers and mothers of cadets
and the Queen's Own were supported by members of their
Past and Present Association as well.
During our second weeks training, a small detachment
of Sea Cadets from Ramsgate and Canterbury came under
command; this attachment worked very well and as a shore
establishment H.M.S. Clanger was a great success; they
were providing the quarter guard on August 17th when
the County Commandant Brigadier M. D. S. Saunders
brought the Lord Lieutenant's Banner over to the Queen's
Own for safe keeping and he was duly piped aboard.
Swimming under supervision, took place off Dym

Cpl. Dennis Tickner gets advice from instructor Sgt. R. Chitticks.
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church, the Battalion sports were held in the Shorncliffe
Garrison Arena on August 18th and an excellent boat
was entered for the Hythe Venetian Fete on the Royal
Military Canal on August 17th; celebrating the Cadet
Forces Centenary Year and took the form of "Combined
Operations" being a joint effort of the Cadet Battalion and
the Sea Cadets.
Wc understand, that at Moore Barracks they were
quite intrigued to find that the Cadet Battalion of the Regi
ment had a Navy of its own.
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QUiTENS OWN
PASTePRESENT
ASSOCIATION
TO ALL MEMBERS OF THE PAST AND
PRESENT ASSOCIATION

D

OES your Regiment mean a lot to you? Of course
it does. Are you prepared to DO something
for your Regiment? Of course you are. Would you
like to render a real valuable service' to your
Regiment? Of course you would.
Do you know what your Regiment wants from
you? Well, you should by now.
YOUR REGIMENT WANTS ONE REGULAR
RECRUIT FROM YOU.

YES, YOU.

Do you know what to do about it? Perhaps you
don't. May we tell you?

Three Kent Army Cadets who were recently presented to
the Queen at Buckingham Palace during the Cadet Cen
tenary Parade. Cadet Sgt.Maj. Peter Brown, Cadet Sgt.
Andrew Wilson and Cadet Sgt. John Hickmott.

1 Ground Work
Find out from your friends and relatives if they
know of a young man between 171 and 25 who is
looking for a good job. Get his name and address.
2 Spade Work
Go and seek out this young man and tell him
about the Army — arouse his interest. Sport,
Travel, Adventure, Comradeship. Excellent food,
good accommodation and uniform all free PLUS
up to £8 per week for a single private and £14 plus
a week for a married private.
3 Paper Work
Write to OC Depot giving a few details and his
name and address.
Do you know what to do next? No? NOTHING.
You've done YOUR job for the Regiment and can
leave the rest to the Depot.
We want one name from you. Only one. Thats
all.

BROMLEY BRANCH

O

LjCpi. Ian Cressey

UR meetings of late have been poorly attended, but
nevertheless we have been able to do a good deal of
branch business so that we have no lag to catch up with
later on. Most people have now returned from their holiday
break, so we hope that larger numbers will be the vogue for
future meetings.
Once again we have been approached by London
Branch for a games tourney at the Bromley United Services
Club during the close season. So a meeting has been
arranged between The Spider and ourselves with a view to
fixing a dale. My hope is that should it mature we shall
have an equally enjoyable time together as hitherto, and
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that London will bring along sufficient numbers to save
"borrowing" from the membership of the B.U.S. Club and
then "lord it" over us at their victory should that occur
again.
The Reunion on July 17th is now history and I am
glad to say that the many of our people who journeyed to
Maidstone and braved the awful weather on that early
Sunday morning, were more than compensated later on
when the sun came out with all they saw, particularly
when that charming lady, our Colonel in Chief, Duchess of
Kent arrived and was amongst us once again. As much has
already been said about the great day, I shall content
myself with saying, it was a grand linalc to have her with
us on such a memorable occasion as the last Reunion prior
to amalgamation. 1 sincerely hope that we have not seen
the last of her and that our gatherings in future and under
the name of The Queen's Own Buffs, The Royal Kent
Regiment, will be adorned on occasions by her gracious
presence.
As an afterthought and whilst on the subject of the
Reunion. I cast my mind back to a very pleasant interlude
that I had with Mr. Mackintosh (Mac to his old buddies),
that old soldier of Queen Victoria's Reign. During our
conversation 1 opined that he must have been the oldest
soldier on parade, to which he replied in a jovial and
affectionate mood: "Oh no! Jimmy O'Dowda was. He has
already passed his 87th birthday and mine is not until later
in the year, which makes him older in years and service."
Mac was in full praise for the hospitality extended to him
by all and sundry, particularly the personnel in general at
the Depot.
It is with great regret that I learn officially that Paddy
Mullen is quite a sick man and from the members of
Bromley Branch we wish him a speedy recovery to normal
health, so that we can read his witty quips and writings in
the Q.O.G., and listen to that Oirish brougue of his.

referred to the approaching departure of the Branch Secre
tary. Major H. M. Smith M.B.E.. for New Zealand, and
expressed high appreciation of his services to the Branch.
He will always be remembered by his popularity to the
whole of the membership, and will be missed by all.
The President made a presentation to Major Smith on
behalf of the Branch of a silver cigarette case (inscribed)
and wished him a good voyage and happiness in his new
life. Major Smith responded, after which the Chairman
commended him on behalf of the Branch for his conscien
tious and untiring work in his secretarial office. A toast to
Major Smith was then proposed by the Chairman. The
booby prize was won by G. Anchors.
Under any other business members brought up points
about the Reunion including a unanimous resolution that
congratulations be conveyed to Major I. A. Macmillan and
the R.S.M. on the wonderful organization of this year's
function.
G. Anchors, Branch Correspondent.

LONDON BRANCH
DEFORE embarking on the branch meeting notes 1 would
like to mention that Jasmine, daughter of one of our
deceased members, "Lofty," Bill Wallace, was married on
20th August last to Mr. Walter Dolden.
I am sure all members of the branch, and exRegi
mental officers, who knew " Lofty, " will be pleased to offer
their congratulations. Mrs. Wallace still pops along to an

Diamonds

Gold

Silver

Platinum

And finishing on a sad note, we of Bromley extend
to Mr. W. D. (Bill) Phillips and his family our deepest
sympathy in their sad bereavement of the loss of his wife
on August 1st last from a spine affection which has dogged
her for many years past.
To all serving members of the Regiment and those of
our many branches, wc wish you well.
Iwuzz Thayre
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monthly meeting held on 8th August, owing to
X
the first
Monday falling on Bank Holiday, was
attended by 12 members; including Major R. W. Brothers
(President), S. L. Thompson (Chairman), Major H. M.
Smith, M.B.E. (Secretary) and nine other members. The
meeting opened at 8 p.m.

to the Queen's Own Royal
West Kent Regiment for
over forty years . .

Silent Tribute was paid on the passing of Jim Bones
and M. H. Wonnall. Apology for absence received from
Messrs. Paice and Bower. Minutes of 4/7/60 read and con
firmed. Statements ol a/c's submitted and approved. Mem
bers were reminded of the Battle of Britain Parade on 18th
September.
The P. and P. "get together" will be held on Saturday,
24th September, 7 p.m., at the Depot. The President

35 Sandgate Road

Folkestone

Telephone 2654
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occasional meeting, and it is very nice to know that The
Queen's Own was represented at Jasmine's wedding.
Harking back to my notes of July. 1 managed to con
tact Mrs. Elsie Johnson, whom it will be remembered. Lt.
Colonel and Mrs. Ronnie Mimes met on holiday in Switzer
land. She was extremely pleased to hear from one who
knew her so well, and hoped to bring along her daughter
Ann. and with luck, brother Stanley, a well known member
of the 1st Bn. Band, to our meeting.
The latter, who as many ex 1st Bn. Bangalore wallahs
will remember, joined us at Baird Barracks.
His father, B/Mstr. H. Jobson, was the conductor of the
Mysore Military Band, and was a regular honorary member
of the 1st Bn. Sgt's. Mess. He was a most popular gentle
man, well liked and respected, and it was no surprise when
he requested that his son, Stanley, should become a " Boy "
in our Regimental Band. In 1929 Sgt. D. L. Johnson
married Elsie, daughter of B/Mstr. Jobson, and the Sgt's.
Mess had its first wedding in Bangalore. Two years later
followed the wedding of Sgt. Bill Brewster and that one
really made the folks, civil as well as military, sit up! !
Both these very well known Sgts. of the 1st Bn. in their
day. are now deceased. Bill Brewster died only a year ago
in Romford, and poor Don Johnson, in 1951, both from
that terrible disease, cancer. The latter had been commis
sioned in the Indian Army and had seen the war in Burma,
with the 4th Bn. He was in the Dunkirk retreat, and posted
to the newly formed 6th Bn. at Hexham, Northumberland,
afterwards being transferred to the 4th Bn.
It will be of interest to many ex 1st Bn. wallahs to see
his widow, after so many years. The following members
still with us. all knew Don very well indeed. George Stow
and his half section, "Jimmy" Edwards. Trefor Thomas,
our Chairman Len Remfry, Jock Hall, both Dumbrells
Charles and Harry, Ronnie Mines, all will remember Elsie
Johnson, his widow.
Since writing the above we have held our meeting and
Mrs. Johnson, daughter Ann, and brother Stanley, duly
turned up. It was a most pleasant reunion for all who knew
them. and. as I was best man at Don's wedding, and a
godfather to elder daughter Gloria, for my family in par
ticular.
Now to our meeting, and agenda. To begin with, our
secretary Tom Briddock, was absent for the first time in
years, and we can only hope it was not the floods or illness
that kept Tom from attending. No doubt by now he has
been in touch with our Chairman, and given him the full
answer.
The absence, of course, meant that the correspondence
was "among the missing," and Len Remfrey remarked
that "he wouldn't quite know what to talk about"! Wc
soon found something!
We had quite a large gathering on this 25th of August,
and there were several ladies present. Lt. Col. C. S.
Durtnell, our senior officer was on parade also Lt. Col.
Ronnie Mines, Major Bodger Kemp, and paying us a very
welcome visit from the 1st Bn., their C.O., Lt. Col. D. H.
"Twink" Gwillian. The latter had brought along his son
Peter, now a cadet at Sandhurst, to meet, and to join the
branch. Time soon flies for these young men. Seems only a
month or so ago Lt. Col. Pug. Durtnell was bringing along
his son.
Dick Forrester was with us again. Darkie Maslin to
gether with "Jeppy," all the Jack Teare brigade, including

Tom and Mrs. Silk. Our veterans, Harry Freeman, Arthur
Edwards, Ted Ballard, Alf Toms in civvies, most unlike a
Chelsea Pensioner, but very like the Alf we all know of
old, Smudger Smith, Scotty, half Hafferty, Mr. H. Lardner,
who tells me he will be absent for a couple of months, and
Mike Leary too.
We had three Bromley. London wallahs, in addition to
Col. Durtnell; Robert Wilks, Alf Ellis and Bob Milton.
Mentioning these three warriors reminds me that Bill
Phillips had not been to see us for a few months, and we
now know that Bill has suffered the loss of his wife, who
passed away after ailing for some considerable time.
The branch sends our condolences Bill, and trust that
in the fulness of time the sad loss will be less of a burden
for you to bear. Before this appears in print 1 hope to have
given this message in person, as I have been invited, on
behalf of the branch, to arrange the sports evening with
Bromley, and am due on Saturday, I Oth September, at the
Bromley U.S.C.
There were several ladies present among our members,
in addition to Mrs. Silk, above, there were. Mary Donald
son. wife of Canter, Lillian Wallace fresh from her
triumphs in getting Jasmine off her hands, if she reads this
friends, we are all of the same school), Emily, wife of the
Spider. Elsie and Miss Ann Johnson. Ann, wife of George
Stow, and Joyce Cannacott who came a little late, with
Busty, quite a good representation.
Ann Johnson was
escorted by Mr. Bryan Jones, a compatriot of Trefor
Thomas, also present, who is an ex R.A.F. type, very keen
on sailing, and who took quite a keen interest in all our
goings on.
Harry Freeman was in possession of a wonderful
picture of himself in conversation with H.R.H. The
Duchess ot Kent, on Reunion day, and our veteran of Kut
elAmara was immensely pleased when our Colonelin
Chief remarked how pleased she was to meet a member of
this decreasing band of survivors of this famous siege of
the 1st World War.
We had to discuss the "Get Together" on 24th Sep
tember. Unfortunately, the absence of the "Sec." with our
minutes, caused us to forget one important thing.
We
should have asked for numbers attending. Whether or not
our Treasurer Percy Hallett, or Chairman Len Remfry
managed to get these after the meeting, I am not aware, but
I feel sure Len will have done something about it. 1 do
know there are several attending, and 1 hope that the atten
dance will be better this year than in the past two years.
The main item of the makeshift agenda was of course
the title of the P. and P.A., and whether we agreed that
the Associations should merge, as will the serving Bns. As
I saw it. this meant that the funds of both Associations will
be merged, and any requests for benefits will receive the
usual consideration afforded us as of old. It means we shall
become a London Branch of the new The Queens Own
Buff's. As I he Bulls have a London Branch some means of
indentification must be evolved to ensure each branch can
conduct its own affairs until such times as the old London
Branch, (us), and the London Branch (The Buffs) dies off
through age, and the new unit branch takes over.
To enable this to take gradual effect the scheme of Lt.
Col. Pug Durtnell, which was read over to us some months
back, was now brought out again, reread and it was much
easier to visualize than it had been when first expounded.
I wondered whether all our members grasped fully the idea,
which, in short was, we carry on our meetings with our
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branch flag on the wall, side by side with The Buffs London
Branch flag, and, when it is obtainable, that of the new
Regiment, so that we get used to our new friends' badges.
We hope that the Bull's will agree to this, we feel sure they
will.
We invite them, as soon as possible after amalamgation
to our meetings, and hope they reciprocate. It matters not
however, as we shall each continue our own meetings until
membership dies oil", and we leave the members of the new
unit, whom we all hope will have joined either our meetings,
or The Bull's, to carry on as a London Branch, holding their
meeting on the day best suited to their requirements. By
this time most of us will have joined the "We'll be remem
bered " lot, and will have no live interest. We shall be
come say. London Branch East Section, and The Bull's'
Western Section, or like designation.
Therefore. Colonel Durtnells' suggestion as above
and in addition, we become affiliated, was adapted
by us and our chairman Len Remfry is sending a
full copy of the letter to Maidstone. The matter was
debated with great interest by all present. There were
several against the amalgamation but the large majority, in
a vote, carried the day, and I'm sure nobody will notice the
slightest difference whatever our title.
Lt.Colonel Twink Gwilliam in a few words stated how
pleased he was, at our decision, and he was sure all the
serving members of the Regiment would be too, in the know
ledge that the Branch, with its powerful membership of past
and serving members, was behind them in this merge with
The Buffs, to become efi'ective in the Spring of 1961.
Alf Ellis who had been holidaymaking — (lovely
weather), in Cornwall, had met Major C. Watts, who keeps
the London Inn, Causeway, Penzance, and who was with
the Regiment in the early days of the war. " Dodo " as he
was known, sends a hearty welcome to all who care to visit
his Inn which is in the main " Causeway " of Penzance.
I regret to inform those of the branch who knew him,
that Joe Ramptori passed away a few weeks ago. The
branch sends condolences to his relatives.
It was nice to see Fred Jarmain back with us again and
Bandy Waller, together with Jock Macdonald.
Our new members this month amounted to two. The
first, Cadet Mr. P. A. Gwilliam, as mentioned above, who re
ceived the usual ovation reserved for new members.
Secondly, Mr. Stan Jobson, above mentioned, who was on
his first visit. Stan, who joined the police after leaving the
Regiment, resigned to take over a hotel business in N.W.
London, which he still runs with great success. He was
soon among friends, in the person of Band Wallahs, Jack
Hunt, Harry Lofts, John Chalmers, and I hope we shall see
Stan on many occasions at our meetings in future.
Elsie Johnson informed me she was thrilled to be
among her old friends of the Regiment, and she was
obviously enjoying herself very much indeed. Len Remfry
made her and her family very happy with a little speech of
welcome from the chair.
The welcome to new members over, the A.O.B. brought
up the " games evening " with Bromley, which we wish to
run as hosts to that branch although it will be held in the
Bromley United Services Club, venue of the previous
matches. It is hoped to meet them on Saturday, October
22nd. the Saturday prior to our October meeting. As stated
above, 1 hope to make all arrangements on the 10th Sep
tember. There is scope for darts, snooker, billiards, and
cribbage matches. I he B.U.S.C. has on the past two

occasions insisted on taking on the P.A.P.A. in a darts
match, and wc put up quite a good show on the first occasion
losing by the odd game. They are great experts.
No doubt all our stars will be there, and I hope plenty
of members will make the journey on the date selected.
We hope the ladies will turn up in force too. Those
who have not had the pleasure of visiting the Bromley
Club which is on the London Road will learn that the club
has now been extended to include a small dance floor, and
the members are particularly hospitable to members of our
Regiment. We have always had a very good time with
them, and 1 hope we shall have a very good turn out. Our
Bromley P.A.P.A. hold their meetings there, although the
club premises are shared on these occasions, but there's
plenty of room for all.
The actual teams for the indoor games cannot be made
up until the night of the match as we are never sure of all
selected to arrive, but there seems to be much more interest
in this match, so we are keeping our fingers crossed.
After these discussions, the Chairman thanked Lt.
Colonel Gwilliam for his remarks re the amalgamation, and
regretted that soon his command would terminate, but, he
added, he wouldn't be the first officer to obtain a staff
appointment after, repeat after, a visit to the London
Branch! !
Asked about badges and whether we woulud continue
to wear our present P.A.P.A. Invicta badge, Len stated that
he knew a very famous general who wore two badges on his
hat, and he could see no reason why we should not wear
two, one on each lapel! Not a bad idea at that.
The meeting closed at 9.15 p.m. and the usual waffling
went on as we were called to the bar.
The Spider.

6™ BN. REUNION DINNER
6th BATTALION Old Comrades Annual Reunion will be
held at the White Hart Hotel, Bromley, on Saturday,
1st October from 6.30 p.m. Particulars: J. S. Sayers,
59, Grasmere Gardens, Orpington, Kent.

TONBRIDGE & TUNBRIDGE WELLS

N

EITHER our meeting night or our "Ladies Night"
were well attended. Our Chairman was away on
training at Dymchurch and owing to this, Mr. T. Latler
Stapley was asked to preside over the meeting.
The Draw for the Ebor Handicap was a success and
the Chairman said he was sure that the rest of the commit
tee would join him in a vote of thanks to all those who
had worked so hard to obtain this result.
The Secretary said that he was glad to say that he had
been able to contact Mayor J. C. Rielch, T.A. Exofficer
of the 4th Bn. who had helped very much to make the
draw a success.
The meeting was reminded that the All Branches' meet
ing is on the 24th September at Maidstone. Those requiring
seats on the coach should inform the secretary as soon as
possible.
All members, it is hoped, will make every effort to be
present at The Extraordinary General Meeting to be held
at the Drill Hall, Avebury Avenue, Tonbridge, at 8 p.m.
on Wednesday, the 21st September.
The Chairman was accorded a vote of thanks and the
meeting closed at 2100 hours.
T.L.S.
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PAST <& PRESENT
ASSOCIATION
J U L Y 1911

PATRON :
HER ROYAL HIGHNESS PRINCESS MARINA, DUCHESS OF KENT, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E..
ColonelinChief The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
PRESIDENT :
MAJORGENERAL D. E. B. TALBOT, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C.
Colonel of the Regiment.
CHAIRMAN :
LIEUTENANTCOLONEL H. N. EDWARDS, M.B.E., D.L.
HON. SECRETARY & TREASURER :
LIEUTENANTCOLONEL A. A. EASON,
Regimental Headquarters, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone.
BRANCHES :
BRANCH

CHAIRMAN

SECRETARY

Bromley

Mr. R. F. Wilks

10th

Mr. Stanford,
10 Bramble Close. Maidstone.
Mr. D. A. Kemp,
Mr. L. W. Dawson,
M.M.
19 Chestnut Drive, Herne Bay, Kent.
Mr. G. D. Draycott .. Mr. F. Sales,
16 Kidbrooke Grove, Blackheath, S.E.3.

DETAIL OF MEETINGS

Mr. G. H. Cockell,
Last Saturday each month, 8 p.m., United
3 Priestfield Road, Forest Hill, S.E.23.
Service Club, Bromley.
Chatham
Mr. S. L. Thompson . .Major H. M. Smith, M.B.E..
First Monday each month, 7.30 p.m., at "The
"Jutogh," 16 Beaconsfield Road, Chatham.
Hare and Hounds", 340 High Street,
Rochester. (Phone Chatham 43878).
C a t f o r d & D i s t r i c t ..Mr. H. Lake
Mr. S. Knight, 12 Carlton House Terrace,The second Friday in every month at "The
London, S.W.I.
Railway Signal", Devonshire Rd., Forest
Hill, S.E.23.
Gravesend
Mr. Haddon
Mr. W. T. Nichols,
Last Friday each month, 8 p.m., Terminus
9 The Bungalows, Cross Lane West,
Hotel Stuart Rd., Gravesend.
Gravesend, Kent.
London
Mr. L. Remfry
Mr. T. Briddock,
Last Friday each month at "The Cran
61. Marlow Road. Annerley, S.E.20.
bourn", 1 Upper St. Martin's Lane,
Leicester Square, W.C.2.
Maidstone
Mr. H. W. Maxlow ....Mr. A. Waterman.
Third Friday each month, at 7.45 p.m., Ser
Little Holmestead, Forge Lane,
geants' Mess, Depot, R.W.K., Maidstone.
Leeds, Nr. Maidstone, Kent.
Sevenoaks
Maj. A. H. Coombes, Mr. J. Palmer,
Last Thursday each month, at 8 p.m., Drill
T.D.
c/o T.A. Centre, Argyle Road, Sevenoaks.
Hall, Argyle Road, Sevenoaks.
Shorncliffe
Lt.Col. I. R. Lovell ..Mr. E. W. N. Elvy,
"FleursdeLys", Sandgate. Quarterly, first
235 Cheriton High Street, Folkestone.
Friday, January, April, July, October.
Tonbridge and
Maj. N. S. C. Elmslie. . Mr. F. Jezard,
Third Wednesday of each month, T.A.
T u n b r i d g e W e l l s ..
2 Milton Gardens, Tonbridge.
Centre, Avebury Avenue, Tonbridge.
6th Battalion
Lt.Col. G. K. Defrates Mr. C. Sayers,
Reunions twice yearly at White Hart Hotel,
D.S.O., M.C.
59 Grasmere Gardens, Orpington.
Bromley.
7th Battalion
Major E. Goodman ..Mr. T. Shepherd,
Reunions annually in March or April as
492 Downham Way, Bromley, Kent.
notified in Press and "Q.O.G."
8th Battalion
Battalion

11th Battalion
20th (London)

Annual Dinner, as notified in "Q.O.G."
Annual Dinner, as notified in "Q.O.G."
Meeting first
Tuesday each month.
Hedge House, Blackheath.

Holly

Membership is open to all who are serving or who have served in The Queen's Own Royal V/est Kent Regiment. Subscriptions are:
Life Membership: Officers £2/10/0; Other Ranks, 1 0 /  ; or an Annual Subscription o f : Officers, 5/, other Ranks, 1 /  .
The object of this Association is to foster esprit de corps, to help members keep in touch with one another, and to assist those in
distress. The Association is affiliated to the British Legion.
Past and Present Association Badges are available a t a cost of 3 /  t o Life Members.
All communications should be addressed to the Hon. Secretary, Past and Present Association, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone, Kent.

Always choose the best—

APPOINTED AND APPROVED
TAILORS AND OUTFITTERS
to the

FHEMLINS

QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT
REGIMENT
and APPROVED TAILORS to the

HOME COUNTIES BRIGADE

'ELEPHANT'

Stockists

ALES

of

the

approved

pattern

Shirts,

Regimental and Golf Ties, Blazer Badges, etc.
Civil and Military Requirements
forwarded upon request

12, MIDDLE ROW, MAIDSTONE

FREMLINS LTD  MAIDSTONE & LONDON

Phone 3575

APPOINTMENT TO HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN
GOLDSMITHS & CROWN JEWELLERS,
GARRARD & CO. LTD., LONDON

BY

AN*

CUEEMS ROYAL WEST KENT REGT.

9 ct. geld and enamel
Home £14.0.0
Expert £ 12.5.0

A fine piece of jewellery, artistically
designed, makes a charming gift.
Produced by the house of Garrard
in gold and enamel, a badge brooch
can be a token of lasting value.
Designs and estimates for gem set

HOME COUNTIES BRIGADE

brooches are supplied free at

9 ct. gold and enamel
Home £10.10.0
Export £9.5.0

your request. Please address all
enquiries to the military department.

The Regimental and Brigade Badges
GARRARD & CO. LTD.
i n Resent Street  London

Crown Jewellers
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